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“I may disapprove of what you say, but I will defend to the death your right to say it” — Voltaire

Too early to call Governor
for Sisolak or Lombardo

Election results trickled in slowly in Nevada, leaving first-term Democratic Gov. Steve Sisolak and his challenger,
Republican Clark County Sheriff Joe Lombardo, each predicting that results won’t be known for several days.

Editor’s note: At 8 a.m. on
Wednesday, Joe Lombardo had a
5 percent (40,000 votes) lead over
Steve Sisolak with several thousand
mail-in ballots yet to be counted.
By Ken Ritter
LAS VEGAS (AP) — Election
results trickled in slowly in Nevada,
leaving first-term Democratic Gov.
Steve Sisolak and his challenger,
Republican Clark County Sheriff
Joe Lombardo, each predicting the
outcome of the Nevada governor’s
race wouldn’t be known for several

My Point
of
View
By Rolando Larraz
The My Point of View
opinions went blank on
February 8, 2022 in memory of the founder and editor-in-chief of this publication, Rolando Larraz, who
during the last 25 years
expressed his point of view
and opinions on matters of
interest to this community.

days — with each man predicting
he would win.
“We don’t know anything yet,”
Lombardo told cheering supporters
at a Republican party at a Las Vegas casino-resort. He noted he was
also marking his 60th birthday, and
called the race with Sisolak “razor
thin.”
The last polling sites in the state
closed in Las Vegas and Reno after
9 p.m. Tuesday, and Sisolak soon
told election night supporters at
the Encore resort on the Las Vegas

Strip they could go home because
the race was too close to call.
“We said it was going to be close
and it is,” Sisolak said. “We ask
you to please be patient. We need
to make sure every single vote is
counted. When that job is done,
I believe we’re going to win this
thing.”
Lombardo said he anticipated
success “in the next couple of
days,” but told supporters “to be
patient.”
(See Governor Undecided, Page 3)

cratic U.S. Sen. Catherine Cortez
Masto and Republican challenger
Adam Laxalt remained too early
to call after polls closed across
Nevada Tuesday night.
Laxalt and Cortez Masto have
been locked in a tight race for
weeks, both hitting hard on national
party talking points: Laxalt blaming

inflation and illegal immigration on
Democratic policies, and Cortez
Masto promising to block GOP-led
attempts at a nationwide abortion
ban and to fight for a pathway to
permanent citizenship for undocumented immigrants who came to
the country as children.
Hours after the polls closed, both

candidates told supporters that they
expected to come out ahead.
“Our positive energy got us here
today, and our positive energy is going to continue to flow this week,”
Cortez Masto said from a Democratic watch party on the Las Vegas
strip. “We are gonna get this done.”
(See NV Senate unknown , Page 3)

CIRO CORONA

According to a report by David
Charns of 8 News Now, Corona was
popped for DUI last December, less
than a year ago. Mr. Charns goes
on to report that “Court records
reveal a judge sentenced Corona to
a suspended jail sentence, a fine and
a DUI class in April.” No idea if he
ever completed the class.
Mr. Charns also reports that Corona was driving without a driver’s
license or insurance and told police
officers he fled the scene of the
crash “because he was scared and
it was his third DUI.”
THIRD DUI!
So police officers arrested him

once for DUI…and he was let back
on the street. Then police officers
arrested him a second time… and
he was again let back on the street.
Now police have caught him for
DUI a third time… this time after
(allegedly) killing a woman… and
guess what?
He’s back on the street AGAIN!
According to Mr. Charns, Corona was released on $50,000 bail
and the unidentified judge “ordered
him to undergo drug and alcohol
monitoring and to not drive.”
Now get this: According to a
follow-up report by David Wilson
(See Catch-and-Release, Page 4)

By Rob Lauer
360 News Political Reporter
The last reporter to write about
sex scandals in Clark County government ended up being murdered
by a Democrat politician. Public administrator Rob Telles was
charged with the murder of Las
Vegas Review-Journal journalist
Jeff German. Following that series
of events, it’s understandable that
local reporters are hesitant to report
on sex scandals in local government. But we may have another
Clark County Sex scandal on our
hands in Clark County.
According to an EEOC complaint filed by a Clark County
employee, Oscar Blanco, Clark

BRIANA JOHNSON
County Assessor Briana Johnson’s
husband, Otis Johnson, is or was

having an affair with Oscar’s wife,
an employee in the Assessor’s office. According to Oscar, this led to
him being harassed and threatened
by Briana. According to Oscar, the
EEOC complaint is now public
record.
Oscar Blanco issued the following statement:
“I filed a EEOC complaint
against my employer because I
believe that my employer and Clark
County Assessor was covering up
that the husband Otis Johnson was
having an affair with my ex wife
and using this affair to cause work
place sexual harassment against”
Democrat Briana Johnson was
elected Clark County Assessor on

November 6, 2018. Johnson has
been a career bureaucrat in Clark
County, working in the Assessor’s
Office for the past 25 years and
counting.
According to her website, “She
started in 1995 and held various
positions in the Appraisal Division,
including Manager of Property
Appraisal, prior to being promoted
to Assistant Director of Assessment
Services in 2016.”
Johnson is running against firsttime Republican candidate Helen
Oseguera.
360 News Las Vegas reached out
to Briana Johnson for comment, but
so far she has refused to address the
merits of the complaint.

By Wayne Allyn Root
The final sad days of desperation
and depression are setting in for
Democrats. They know a disaster
is upon them. They know this
Tuesday is a “disaster-level event”
for the Democratic Party. For all
intents and purposes, Democrats
may cease to exist as a major party
after Tuesday. The red wave landslide is that big.
It’s now morphed into a red
tsunami.

There’s nothing left for Democrats to do now but try to rig and
cheat ... and after the fact, claim
the GOP stole the election. Classic
Saul Alinsky strategy. Look in the
mirror and whatever you see, blame
your opposition for what you are
and what you do.
But even their best rigging and
election fraud won’t work this time.
Democrats can affect about 6 to 8
points. Maybe 10 points in a best(See Wayne Allyn Root, Page 2)

Race for Nevada’s US Senate
candidates too early to call

Editor’s note: At 8 a.m. on
Wednesday, Adam Laxalt had a
3 percent (23,000 votes) lead over
Catherine Cortez Masto with several thousand mail-in ballots yet to
be counted.
By Rebecca Boone
RENO, Nev. (AP) — The
nail-biting race between Demo-

Catch-and-release judges, DA’s
are the problem, not the police
By Chuck Muth
On Thursday, October 27, Ciro
Corona, a drunk driver — excuse
me, “alleged” drunk driver —
crashed into the car of 71-year-old
Jaquelyn Teves after he “allegedly”
blew through an intersection in
Las Vegas and failed to yield the
right-of-way.
I can relate.
Thank God, unlike Ms. Teves,
I survived. But she should be alive
today — because Corona never
should have been on the street in the
first place. And we can thank softon-crime social justice warriors for
her death. Consider…

Sex scandal threatens Clark County,
Assessor Briana Johnson this time

Dems’ final pitch: Obama, abortion and drag queens?
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Nevada gov’s aides: Ex-prisons
chief asked $1M to stay quiet
By Ken Ritter
LAS VEGAS (AP) — Nevada’s
former state prisons director alleged
Friday that before forcing him to
resign more than a month ago, aides
to the Democratic governor now
seeking reelection wanted him to
reshape accounts of a convicted
bombmaker’s escape that went
unreported for four days.
Gov. Steve Sisolak’s chief-ofstaff, Yvanna Cancela, responded
by accusing ex-state Department of
Corrections chief Charles Daniels
of attempting “a political shakedown for more than $1 million
taxpayer dollars” with a threat of
going public and filing costly and
time-consuming litigation.
“The governor’s office and the
state will not have this matter politicized,” Cancela said in a three-page
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Quote of the Week:

“Sometimes by losing
a battle you find a new
way to win the war.”
— Donald Trump

Please Note:

Although the Las Vegas Tribune is open to all and sundry
opinions about what we publish,
we wish to inform all those who
choose to submit their opinions
in writing to refrain from threatening anyone about whom an
article is written or the writer of
the article. In other words, any
opinions containing threats will
not be published. We thank you
for adhering to this policy.

Mission Statement

We search for the truth, embrace the truth, and print the
truth. If we inadvertently print
something that is not true, we
will let our readers know. We are
open to documented information
to shed light on any issue of
concern to our readers. We are
of service to our community, and
it is our intention to serve our
community the best way we can.

was sentenced to life in prison for a
fatal Las Vegas Strip casino parking
structure bombing.
Sisolak posted a statement about
the escape after 5 p.m. Sept. 27, noting that his office had been notified
that morning.
“This kind of security lapse
cannot be permitted and those responsible will be held responsible,”
Sisolak said at the time.
A tip from a ticket clerk at a Las
Vegas bus station late Sept. 28 led
to Duarte-Herrera’s arrest by Las
Vegas police as he stood in line to
board a bus to Tijuana, Mexico.
Daniels did not say exactly
when officials at Southern Nevada
Correctional Center learned from
another inmate of the escape. He
said Duarte-Herrera had left a crude
dummy under blankets on his bed.
“Gov. Sisolak publicly suggested ... there was a cover-up to hide
that escape, that he was going to
hold someone accountable,” Daniels said, “then publicly announced
that he demanded that I resign or
be fired.”
Elizabeth Ray, spokeswoman
for Clark County Sheriff Joe Lombardo, the Republican candidate
for governor, noted in a statement
Friday that “the public still hasn’t
been made fully aware of the details
surrounding the escape.”
Daniels said he refused instructions from a top legal aide to Siso-

lak to change a timeline about the
escape “to make it consistent with
the media’s facts.” He did not specify elements of what he called “a
narrative that was knowingly false.”
Delaney noted that Daniels did
not say Sisolak told him to change
the timeline. Sisolak campaign
representative Molly Forgey said
Daniels made his public statement
without offering evidence.
Daniels said he filed a whistleblower complaint that state
officials acknowledged receiving
before telling him to resign or be
fired.
“I was not offered protection and
I resigned under duress,” he said.
Daniels’ departure renewed
a spotlight on trouble including
violence and chronic understaffing
at Nevada’s seven prisons, nine
conservation camps and two transitional housing centers.
The state inmate population has
dropped from about 13,000 inmates
when Daniels arrived to fewer than
10,000 today, with about 2,850
guards and administrators.
In her statement, Cancela said on
Sisolak’s behalf that “for decades,
Nevada’s corrections system has
needed everything from infrastructure upgrades to more personnel.”
“This administration didn’t
create the bulk of the problems,”
she said, “but it will make a serious
effort at correcting them.”

Former Department of Corrections Director Charles Daniels gives a
statement to the media as his attorney Craig Marquiz, left, looks on
outside of the Lloyd D. George Federal Courthouse, on Nov. 4, 2022.
Daniels reesigned at the request of Gov. Steve Sisolak in the wake of an
escape by a convicted bombmaker that went unreported for four days.
statement. “To date, Daniels has not timing of his announcement.
filed a legal claim,” it said.
Daniels described, in time-ofSisolak press aide Meghin Del- day detail, what he said happened
aney provided a copy of an Oct. 28 after he and other top prison adminletter from Daniels’ attorney, Craig istrators were informed Sept. 27
Marquiz, to state officials seeking that Porfirio Duarte-Herrera had es“an amicable solution” amounting caped up to four days earlier, Sept.
to seven years’ worth of Daniels’ 23, from a medium-security facility
$150,000-per-year salary, or $1.05 outside Las Vegas. Duarte-Herrera
million.
Otherwise, the letter said, Daniels planned to file age and racial
employment discrimination claims
with the U.S. Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission and
a possible federal lawsuit. The
letter identifies Daniels as “an
African-American male executive
within a protected age class who
was forced to resign under duress.”
The letter from Marquiz quoted
Sisolak’s praise for Daniels when
he was hired in December 2019.
“Charles brings more than three
decades of knowledge, management experience and perspective
that will bring needed structure,
accountability and reform,” Sisolak
said at the time.
Daniels resigned Sept. 30. He
stood Friday with Marquiz in front
of a federal courthouse in Las Vegas and read prepared remarks that
Daniels said were a response to
“statements which have defamed
me and eviscerated my distinguished and faithful career on both
state and national levels.”
He called his rare appearance
Planting trees was the objective for the new urban farm in the historic Westside on Saturday, Nov. 5.
before the media “the first step in
Revitalizing an area overlooked for decades, Obodo Collective, a 501(c)3 non-profit local organization,
regaining my good name, honor and
focused on bringing structural and ongoing support to the neighborhood. Creating the community garden
reputation.” He answered no queshelps to tackle food security and shows residents how to grow fresh produce. Photo by Ramon Savoy
tions, including an inquiry about the

Creating a community garden

Wayne Allyn Root
(Continued from Page 1)
case scenario. That’s the most they
can get away with. But this GOP
landslide is so big that nothing
can stop it. It’s a tsunami that will
overwhelm the usual 6- to 8-point
Democrat effect. Democrats are
powerless to stop a double-digit
GOP win. This one may be 15 to
20 points.
This time it isn’t just a white
middle-class landslide like in 2016
and 2020. This time it’s a majority
of Latinos too.
Democrats have no one to blame
but themselves. They decided early
on that this whole election hinged
on abortion. And they stuck with
that theme to the bitter end — to
the tune of billions of dollars of
advertising down the drain.
America’s economy is in disaster. We are on the edge of economic
collapse. Inflation has destroyed the
great American middle class. Crime
is exploding everywhere. The
borders are open and millions of
criminals, gang members, terrorists
and cradle-to-grave welfare addicts
are pouring in.
And what do the Democrats
offer in the closing days of the
midterm campaign? President Joe
Biden and former President Barack
Obama. Abortion. Drag queen
shows. Mask your babies and toddlers. And “swimming is racist.”
This is how ignorant, clueless,

out of touch and dangerous Democrats are.
Biden’s closing pitch never
mentioned inflation or the economy.
He was too busy painting Republicans as “evil.” And announcing
that Democrats plan to steal this
election with days of mail-in ballot
counting after Election Day. That’s
all they got.
They’re not even bothering to
hide it anymore. It’s abortion and
steal the election — because they
know the American people are
overwhelmingly against them.
In Nevada the Democrats closing get-out-the-vote events featured
drag queen shows. Look it up. This
is all they’ve got. Men dressed like
women. Women with penises singing Judy Garland.
Democrats are a parody of
themselves. They scare normal
American moms and dads to death.
A new video has surfaced in
Nevada with a Democrat staffer
bashing Hispanic voters. He reports
how shocked he is to keep running
into Latino Republicans. The staffer
blames Latinos for having too much
“machismo.” He mocks them:
“Like hey, I don’t like gay people
and sh**.”
Well maybe, just maybe, you
shouldn’t have tried to get out the
vote with drag queen shows. Maybe
you shouldn’t have tried desperately to change little boys into girls,

and little girls into boys. Maybe you
shouldn’t have brainwashed kids at
school with transgender ideology.
Maybe you shouldn’t have allowed
boys onto girls’ sports teams and
locker rooms.
Maybe Biden in the closing
weekends of the midterm campaign
shouldn’t have made time for a
White House meeting with a transgender TikTok star who wants to
“normalize women with a bulge.”
When Democrats realized Biden
was radioactive and his painful
speeches turn independents into
hardcore Republican voters, they
panicked and turned to …
Obama.
Obama is their last-gasp “secret weapon” — except Obama is
despised, not popular. Obama in
his eight years in office was “the
Greatest Republican Salesman in
History.”
Sending Obama out to campaign
across the USA may be worse than
drag queen shows. While Obama
was president, Democrats suffered
their worst losses in modern history.
Obama campaigning for you isn’t a
blessing, it’s a curse. This guy is the
Hindenburg of Democrats.
With Obama as president, Democrats lost 76 House seats, 15 U.S.
Senate seats, 13 governorships and
816 state legislative seats. Historic
numbers. The whole USA turned
RED under Obama. That’s your

“secret weapon”?
The final sad days of the Democrats are about a confused and
hated president with dementia; an
ex-president (Obama) despised by
middle America; a House speaker
(Nancy Pelosi) whose self-destructive husband gets himself in
life-or-death trouble every time
Nancy leaves the mansion; abortion, abortion and abortion.
But the gang who couldn’t
shoot straight forgot inflation, gas,
groceries, rent and the economy,
stupid.
On Tuesday they will find out
what matters to America. Even the
usual Democrat attempts at rigging
and stealing won’t be able to overcome the tens of millions of angry
middle-class Americans coming
with pitchforks to take back this
country.
And yes, it’s true: We don’t like
drag queen shows.
Wayne Allyn Root is known as
“the Conservative Warrior.” “The
Great Patriot Protest & Boycott
Book” is Wayne’s new #1 bestseller.
Wayne is a CEO, entrepreneur and
host of the nationally-syndicated
“Wayne Allyn Root: Raw & Unfiltered” aired daily in Las Vegas on
KMZQ, 670 AM from 3 p.m. to 7
p.m. and the “WAR RAW” podcast.
Read Wayne’s commentaries and
see his videos at ROOTforAmerica.
com
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Mailing it in proves more convenient
for voters than for the vote counters
By Jeniffer Solis
Nevada Current
Long lines, short stafﬁng and Nevada’s
ongoing learning curve with universal mailin voting combined to assure that voters will
once again have to wait to ﬁnd out who they
elected.
County ofﬁcials in Nevada’s two most
populous counties announced that mail
ballots dropped off Tuesday would not be
counted on election night—and may take
several days to process— leaving major
statewide races in limbo.
“Tonight we’re going to release all the
mail we counted up to this point, all of the
early voting results, and all the Election Day
results that come in minus provisionals,” said
Clark County Registrar of Voters Joe Gloria,
the top election ofﬁcial in the county, during
a press conference Tuesday night.
However, he emphasized that votes in
Clark County also include rural communities
like Sandy Valley, Laughlin, and Mesquite.
“It’s a big county,” Gloria said.
This year marked the second election in

“The dynamic is changing with the
introduction of mail,” said Clark County
Registrar of Voters Joe Gloria during an
Election Night press conference.
Nevada’s history where paper ballots were
mailed to every active registered voter, and

the ﬁrst not conducted during the height of a
pandemic. While the state’s move increased
voting access, the addition of mailed ballots
also increased the number of people needed
to get those votes counted. Election ofﬁcials
indicated they may not have enough staff to
count all mail ballots dropped off on Election Day in Clark County before Thursday,
Nov. 10.
Additionally, per Nevada state law, mail
ballots that were postmarked on Election Day
have until Saturday, Nov. 12 to be received
and counted by counties, and ballots with signature veriﬁcation issues have until Monday,
Nov. 14 to be cured and counted.
“The dynamic is changing with the introduction of mail. I can tell you that the Election
Day turnout for this election is going to be
higher than in 2020 general, but it’s very hard
to predict,” Gloria said.
Most polls in Clark County, where nearly
three in four of the state’s active voters reside, closed by 7 p.m. Tuesday but long lines
across the valley delayed vote processing by
about two hours.

In person voting on Election Day brought
in hundreds of thousands of new votes. By 6
p.m., 125,000 people had voted at in person
voting locations in Clark County.
“It’s been a challenging day. The weather
did not help but we never stopped processing
voters,” Gloria said, referring to heavy rain
and wind that swept the Las Vegas Valley
Tuesday.
About 300 employees worked on mail
ballot processing on Election Day, but by
Tuesday night only 50 to 60 employees
were present to process dropbox ballots and
votes stored on numerous removable voting
machine election results memory cartridges.
Election observers in Clark County during
the midterm election were comparable to
the number of observers during the 2020
presidential election, said Gloria. He reported some issues with observers at polling
locations, but noted that all incidents were
handled properly.
“In some cases we had to call law enforcement to come out,” Gloria said. “We also had
(See Mail-in Voting, Page 4)

NV Senator unknown
(Continued from Page 1)
Laxalt shared similar sentiments with
Republicans gathered at another Las Vegas
casino.
“We are exactly where we want to be in
this race. We have a lot of votes coming in
across the state yet,” Laxalt said. “We are
going to win this race.”
Voters in some parts of the state braved
long lines, bad weather and technical difﬁculties in making their choice. At about
7:15 p.m., Cortez Masto and the Democratic
Senatorial Campaign Committee ﬁled an
emergency request for a Nevada judge to
keep some polling locations in Clark County
open for an extra two hours. Attorneys for the
DSCC cited printing problems that they said
left some people unable to vote.
Clark County District Judge Gloria Sturman in Las Vegas denied the request, however. Polling places did remain open for people
who were in line before 7 p.m.
The outcome of the Senate race between
Laxalt and Cortez Masto could illustrate the
potency of the Democratic Party’s focus on
abortion against the economic woes frequently cited by the GOP.
Roughly three-fourths of Nevada voters
say things in the country are heading in the
wrong direction, according to AP VoteCast,
an expansive survey of nearly 2,200 voters
in the state.
The economy was at the top of many Nevada voters’ minds, with about 5 in 10 calling
it the most important issue facing the country.
Immigration, abortion, crime and climate
change followed behind, with about 1 in 10
voters naming each of those their top issue.
Voters also view the economy negatively,
with nearly 8 in 10 saying economic conditions are either not so good or poor. Only

about 2 in 10 call the economy excellent or
good. And about a third of voters say their
family is falling behind ﬁnancially.
About 5 in 10 called inﬂation the single
most important factor in deciding how to
vote, according to the survey. But Nevada
voters were about evenly split over whether
they think inﬂation is due to President Joe
Biden’s policies or factors outside his control.
Voters enshrined abortion rights into state
law more than 30 years ago, and the state’s
hospitality- and entertainment-dominated
economy hasn’t rebounded as quickly as
other sectors since the COVID-19 pandemic
hit. It all means high gas and grocery prices
could dull the impact of Cortez Masto’s reproductive rights messaging.
Abortion is legal in Nevada, but Cortez
Masto said she would use her seat to block
any efforts in the Senate to advance a nationwide abortion ban. Laxalt has said abortion
policy decisions should remain in the hands

of the states, but also expressed support for
a referendum that would restrict abortion
after 13 weeks.
The Supreme Court’s decision overturning
Roe v. Wade, the 1973 ruling that recognized
a constitutional right to abortion, also played
a role in most voters’ decisions, with nearly 8
in 10 calling it a factor in how they cast their
ballot. About a quarter call it the single most
important factor in their vote.
A majority of Nevada voters also express
support for abortion rights, according to the
poll, with about 7 in 10 saying it should be
legal in either all or most cases.
Some swing voters in suburban regions
could be put off by Laxalt’s close ties to
former President Donald Trump. Laxalt cochaired Trump’s 2020 reelection campaign
in Nevada and later promoted and advanced
lies about the election. Laxalt’s communication director Courtney Holland attended the
“Stop the Steal” rally in Washington, D.C.

on Jan. 6 and was photographed with members of the Oath Keepers extremist group,
including some who were later charged with
insurrection-related crimes. Holland has said
she left the event once she saw the rally was
deteriorating.
Both candidates are working hard to gain
votes from Nevada’s Spanish-speaking community. Latinos — which make up roughly
four out of every 10 residents — might be
as energized by Cortez Masto’s promises to
ﬁnd a pathway to permanent citizenship for
“Dreamers” as they are frustrated with high
gas and grocery prices caused by inﬂation.
The election might become a case-study of
sorts on the inroads the Republican Party has
made with the Hispanic community.
Laxalt has said he would work to “ﬁnish
the wall” on the nation’s southern border
and that he supports a return to the “remain
in Mexico” policy enacted by the Trump
administration, which sent asylum-seeking
migrants back across the Mexico border
while they waited for a decision from U.S.
immigration authorities.
Cortez Masto has clocked a lot of time
courting the state’s hourly workers, aided
in door-to-door campaign efforts by the
powerful Culinary Union, whose roughly
70,000 members include bartenders, porters
and housekeeping staffers.
Both sides have also ﬂirted with misinformation along the way. A Cortez Masto
ad targeting Spanish-speaking viewers took
Laxalt’s words out of context to suggest that
he’s happy some small businesses never recovered after the pandemic. But a look at his
full remarks show that Laxalt was saying he
believed it was good news that people would
blame Democratic leaders and policies for the
impact of some pandemic policies.

(Continued from Page 1)
The campaign was costly and contentious,
with airwaves and the internet awash in recent
weeks with ads sponsored by the candidates,
their parties and political action committees
aiming to amplify their differences.
Former President Donald Trump endorsed
Lombardo. Key issues in the race included
crime and safety; criminal justice and immigration policies; abortion; the economy,
inﬂation, gasoline prices and housing costs;
education; and health care and a state-managed public health insurance option.
Roughly three-fourths of Nevada voters
say things in the country are heading in the
wrong direction, according to AP VoteCast,
an expansive survey of more than 2,200
voters in the state.
The economy was at the top of many Nevada voters’ minds, with about 5 in 10 calling
it the most important issue facing the country.
Immigration, abortion, crime and climate
change followed behind, with about 1 in 10
voters naming each of those their top issue.
Voters view the economy negatively, with
nearly 8 in 10 saying economic conditions
are either not so good or poor. Only about
2 in 10 call the economy excellent or good.
And about a third of voters say their family
is falling behind ﬁnancially.
About 5 in 10 called inﬂation the single

most important factor in deciding how to
vote, according to the survey. But Nevada
voters were about evenly split over whether
they think inﬂation is due to President Joe
Biden’s policies or factors outside his control.
The Supreme Court’s decision overturning
Roe v. Wade, the 1973 ruling that recognized
a constitutional right to abortion, also played
a role in most voters’ decisions, with nearly 8
in 10 calling it a factor in how they cast their
ballot. About a quarter call it the single most
important factor in their vote.
Only about 4 in 10 Nevada voters say they
approve of the way Biden is handling his job,
according to VoteCast.
Among Democrats and Democratic-leaning voters in Nevada, about 7 of 10 say they
consider themselves supporters of the progressive movement, according to the poll.
Among Republican and GOP-leaning voters,
about 6 in 10 say they consider themselves
a supporter of Trump’s Make America Great
Again movement, according to the poll.
Nevada is a key national battleground state
that Trump failed to carry in 2016 or 2020.
Biden defeated Trump two years ago by a
slim 2.4 percentage points.
Voters register reliably Republican in conservative small towns dotting vast rangeland
in 15 of the state’s 17 counties. The state’s
main population center, Clark County, in and

around Las Vegas, is solidly Democratic.
Washoe County and the Reno area tilt slightly
to the GOP.
Nonpartisan, libertarian and other parties,
combined, attract 700,000 of the state’s 1.8
million registered voters — more than either
major party.
Sisolak, 68, was chairman of the Clark
County Commission before becoming Nevada’s ﬁrst Democratic governor in two decades. He was criticized by some Republicans
for closing businesses, schools and casinos
during the COVID-19 pandemic, but easily
won his party nomination for a second term.
Five years ago, Sisolak praised Lombardo
amid the glare of the national spotlight after a
gunman killed 58 people at an open-air concert on the Las Vegas Strip. It was the deadliest mass shooting in modern U.S. history.
Sisolak backers pointed during the campaign to crime in Las Vegas during Lombardo’s term as sheriff and cited Lombardo’s
stafﬁng decisions in a department with about
6,000 employees.
As governor, Sisolak signed the public
insurance option created last year by the
Democratic-led Legislature. He declared
that as long as he is governor he’ll oppose
any attempt to limit the right to an abortion
in the ﬁrst 24 weeks of pregnancy.
Lombardo, who topped a crowded GOP

primary ﬁeld, derided the public health option with an epithet during one candidates’
forum. He said he looks at abortion through
a “pro-life lens,” but acknowledges that Nevada voters in 1990 approved a referendum
allowing the procedure up to 24 weeks.
Lombardo started as a police ofﬁcer in
Las Vegas in 1988 and served two terms as
nonpartisan elected Clark County sheriff, the
head of the largest police agency in Nevada.
He acknowledged that crime has risen in the
past two years but blamed funding limits and
legislative mandates.
Both candidates said they want to improve
education in a state consistently ranked at or
near the bottom in funding and performance
with high student-to-teacher ratios. Bids to
break up the sprawling Clark County School
District, with more than 300,000 students,
have stalled.
Both said teachers should be paid more.
But the powerful teachers union in Clark
County, which backed Sisolak in 2018, declined to make any endorsement this election.
In ﬁnal campaign contribution and expense reports, Sisolak reported spending
$13.6 million this year, and Lombardo reported spending $4.8 million. Both reported
more than $1 million to spend in the ﬁnal
weeks, and political committees have poured
millions more into the race.

Governor Undecided
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In first-of-its-kind antitrust win, DOJ fines firm for
suppressing wages of school nurses in Nevada
By April Corbin Girnus
Nevada Current
The Department of Justice last
week announced it had reached an
agreement with a health care staffing company that conspired with
a competitor to keep wages low
for nurses working with medically
fragile students.
Legal experts say it is the first
criminal case win of its kind and
could potentially be a landmark
antitrust case.
The Ohio-based healthcare
staffing company VDA OC LLC
pleaded guilty in federal court on
Oct. 27 and was sentenced to pay
$134,000 — $62,000 of which
is a criminal fine and $72,000 of
which is restitution to the nurses
affected by the illegal “no poach”
agreement.
The case involves a company
called Advantage On Call, which
was acquired by VDA OC LLC.

Legal experts say it is the first criminal case win of its kind
and could potentially be a landmark antitrust case.
Advantage On Call was one of nurses who could “provide constant
two staffing companies contracted care to medically fragile students,
by Clark County School District including during classroom time,
in 2013 to staff the district with traveling the hallways, bus rides,
meals, field trips, and other schoolbased activities,” according to court
filings.
The DOJ found that from about
October 2016 until July 2017,
Advantage On Call conspired with
the second contracted company,
which was not named in the court
documents, to “suppress and eliminate competition for the services
of nurses by agreeing to allocate
nurses and to fix the wages of those
nurses.”
The school district was not a
party in the case.

Judge ordered: Steve
Sanson owns Nevada
Veterans Association

By Veterans in Politics
International staff
Byron Brooks Nevada Board of
Regent and Donna Lee attempted to
steal a trademark name owned by
Steve Sanson, President of Veterans
In Politics.
The “Duo” wanted the name to
endorse candidates in an attempt to
water down the Veterans In Politics
International endorsed candidates.
Sanson said, “Any Veteran organization that has a tax exemption
status 501©3 cannot endorse candidates or they will lose their IRS
exemption. So some people have a
Facebook page or a PAC but none
of them are legitimate Veterans organizations that can endorse candidates. These fools decided that they
will steal a Trademark name and
get away with it. The judge made

According to court documents, a
regional manager for VDA emailed
an executive at the other contracted
company and wrote, “After our
conversation, we will not be recruiting any of your active CCSD
nurses.” He added, “If someone
threatens us for more money, we’ll
tell them to kick rocks!”
The competitor responded and
confirmed they were in agreement.
They added, “I am glad we can
work together through this, and
assure that we will not let the field
employees run our businesses moving forward.”
Such “no poach” colluding and
wage-fixing are violations of the
Sherman Antitrust Act, the federal legislation that sets antitrust
standards.
Katherine Van Dyck, senior
legal counsel at the American
Economic Liberties Project, which
advocates for stronger antitrust
laws, says historically enforcement
of the Sherman Act has focused
on violations involving consumer
welfare, but that is slowly changing
with cases like the one against VDA
or a separate case regarding book
publisher Penguin Random House’s
proposed acquisition of Simon &
Schuster.
“People are recognizing that
these companies with huge market
power — whether it be market power of nurses in Nevada, or authors
across the U.S. — are not just taking advantage of consumers,” she

said. “They are taking advantage of
their workers, suppressing wages.
People know that. People are not
willing to accept it anymore.”
In 2016, the DOJ and the Federal
Trade Commission began warning
companies it would prosecute similar Sherman Act violations criminally — not just civilly. Two other
criminal cases have been brought
but were unsuccessful.
“Today’s guilty plea demonstrates our commitment to ensuring
that workers receive competitive
wages and a fair chance to pursue
better work and that criminals
who conspire to deprive them of
those rights are held accountable,”
said Assistant Attorney General
Jonathan Kanter of the Justice
Department’s Antitrust Division in
a statement announcing the guilty
plea and sentencing. “The court’s
sentence will compensate the hardworking health care workers who
were victims of this crime.”
In addition to bringing charges
against VDA, the DOJ also indicted
Ryan Hee, the company’s former
regional manager. That case is still
pending.
An attorney in a National Law
Review piece characterized the DOJ
as taking an “aggressive posture“
and wrote that employers need to
make sure that everyone — from
recruiters up to the c-suite — is
aware of possible violations.
Van Dyck says Sherman Act vi(See Antitrust, Page 5)

running out of printer paper in the
ballot printers,” the lawsuit stated.
They cited multiple allegations
of delays throughout Clark County,
including the following:
—Boulevard Mall: 9 out of 25
printers inoperative, with a onehour wait time

—Deer Springs Town Center: 12
out of 25 printers inoperative, with
a one-hour wait time
—Nellis: 3 out of 25 printers
inoperative, more than a one-hour
wait time
—Aliente: 5 printers inoperative, with a 30-minute wait time
—Keller: 2 out of 16 printers
inoperative, with a 50-minute wait
time
—Silverado Ranch Plaza: 6 out
of 30 printers inoperative, with a
45-minute wait time
—Walnut Community Center: 2
out of 10 printers inoperative, with
a 25-minute wait time
Whitney Recreation Center: 4
out of 14 printers inoperative

Judge denies Dems’ emergency request
to keep the polls open longer in Nevada

STEVE SANSON
the right call and this is far from
over! There is not one organization
within the state of Nevada that has
full transparency when it comes to
endorsing a candidate. We invite
all candidates, but many refuse to
show up or act like they didn’t get
the invite. These candidates know
that we ask tough questions on a
LIVE unedited video interview that
is open to the public.”
Veterans In Politics International
will keep fighting to put great candidates in office. If you don’t like
who we endorse, educate yourself
and check out our Youtube Channel
at https://www.youtube.com/user/
stevewsanson/videos.

(KTNV) — A judge swiftly denied a lawsuit that sought to extend
voting times in Clark County on
Election Day.
Sen. Catherine Cortez Masto
and a committee working to elect
Democratic Senators filed the emergency lawsuit on Tuesday night.
In Nevada, polls closed at 7
p.m., but those in line at that time
are still allowed to cast their ballots.
Cortez Masto and the Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee
argued voting times should be
extended.
“During November 8, 2022,
multiple polling locations in Clark
County experienced delays and
long lines due to polling location

Mail-in Voting
(Continued from Page 3)
some electioneering issues we had
to report to the secretary of state
and had to take action to have them
removed.”
Several statewide candidates
released statements late Tuesday
night after county officials announced they would not have results on highly contested statewide
races that night.
“Well, we knew it was going
to be a close election… and that’s

exactly what we got!” said Gov.
Steve Sisolak at an election night
gathering.
“Hang in there everybody. Be
patient. We need to make sure every
single vote is counted.”
Sen. Catherine Cortez Masto
matched Sisolak’s sentiments Tuesday night.
“The votes are still being counted. We know this will take time and
we won’t have more election results
for several days,” she said.

Catch-and-Release
(Continued from Page 1)
of the Las Vegas Review-Journal,
he’s free to continue terrorizing our
streets until his preliminary hearing
next MARCH.
Are you freaking kidding me?!!
First, understand that $50,000
bail means he only had to come
up with a $7,500 deposit and a
bail company put up the rest. Not
exactly a high financial hurdle for
someone who (allegedly) killed
someone else.
Secondly, Corona already
shouldn’t have been driving when
he killed Ms. Teves since he didn’t
have a license or insurance… but
was doing so anyway. Did the judge
really think this guy would follow
the court’s don’t-drink-and-drive
order?
And even if so, considering this
guy’s record, why take the chance?
Innocent lives are at stake. This is
insane.
You know what else is insane?
We have no idea who the judges
(who are elected) are who catchand-release people like this or
whether the DA (who is elected)
cut a deal to catch-and-release
them. They’re not listed in the news
stories.
When I raised that issue on
Twitter (@chuckmuth) on Monday, Mr. Charns responded and
explained: “The docket isn’t clear
enough in justice court and several

judges are listed.”
So even news reporters with
access to the files have a hard time
trying to figure out exactly who’s
responsible. And if they can’t figure it out, how are we, the voters,
supposed to? How are we supposed
to know who to vote out of office
so our streets are safe from repeat,
often violent, offenders?
This is simply not acceptable.
If the DA and certain judges are
letting dangerous people out after
cops have caught them, we need
to know who they are and name
names. It’s the only way to ensure
an INFORMED electorate.
Now, I’ve done the best I can
with my research and sources in the
legal community.
And again, stop blaming the
cops. They’re doing their jobs.
They’re arresting the bad guys. But
other bad guys keep letting the bad
guys out (or escape).
That includes Nevada Gov.
Steve Sisolak and Attorney General A.Ron Ford. Both are social
justice warriors and this situation
has been made a lot worse under
their mis-administrations.
They care more for the criminals
than the victims.
*****
Chuck Muth is president of Citizen Outreach, publisher of Nevada
News & Views and blogs at Muths
Truths.com.
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Accused serial rapist in U.S. illegally targeted
Las Vegas sex workers, prosecutors claimed
By Vanessa Murphy
(KLAS) — An accused serial rapist is
alleged to have committed multiple crimes
while he was in the United States illegally,
the 8 News Now Investigators have learned.
Carlos Nava, 46, is accused of committing
five sexual assaults, including one dating
back to 2003, which was considered a cold
case. “Mr. Nava now might have essentially
five active sexual assaults and all of these
sexual assaults involve an individual who
was working as a prostitute at that time,”
Clark County Chief Deputy District Attorney
William Rowles said in court.
Nava was arrested in July after Las
Vegas Metro police said he assaulted and
kidnapped a sex worker. Police announced
that they were looking for more victims. Las
Vegas Justice Court Judge Daniel Westmeyer
granted $5,000 bail, according to court records. Nava posted bond and was placed on
electronic monitoring.
On Thursday, Nava appeared in court for
his preliminary hearing in connection with
the case. The alleged victim in the case did
not show up. Las Vegas Justice Court Judge
Amy Chellini said if the woman did not show
up at the Nov. 17 preliminary hearing, the
case would have to be dismissed.
“This is a vulnerable member of our
community and individuals prey on these

Carlos Nava, 46, is accused of committing five sexual assaults,
including one dating back to 2003, which was considered to be a cold case.
types of people knowing that they might not custody.
show up to court given their line of work,”
When asked by a reporter whether he
Rowles said.
committed the sexual assaults, Nava did not
Nava learned in court that he was facing answer.
additional charges. At least one victim is
Nava has re-entered the United States
identified as under the age of 16, according illegally at least eight times since 2002, acto Clark County Detention Center records. cording to an Immigration and Customs EnOfficers in plain clothes then took Nava into forcement spokesman. While he was granted

voluntary removal to Mexico several times,
he was also removed after the placement of
immigration detainers at least twice. He had
been encountered by law enforcement in
California, Arizona and Las Vegas.
His criminal history includes arrests for
battery and domestic violence. He was last
removed to Mexico after a 2020 arrest.
In a statement, an ICE spokesperson
wrote, “U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) places immigration detainers on individuals who have been arrested on
criminal charges and who ICE has probable
cause to believe are removable under the
Immigration and Nationality Act (INA). The
detainer requests the other law enforcement
agency to notify ICE before a removable
individual is released from custody and to
maintain custody of the noncitizen for a
brief period so that ICE can take custody of
that person in a safe and secure setting upon
release from that agency’s custody.”
In most cases, once an unlawfully present
noncitizen with a pending criminal prosecution is transferred into, or otherwise enters
ICE custody, the agency works with the
prosecutor and law enforcement authorities
to ensure the individual attends all criminal
court proceedings.”
Nava is expected to appear in court on the
new charges on Nov. 8.

Nevada library spends over $4,000 on ‘Family
Pride Day’ featuring ‘drag queen storytime’

By Katelynn Richardson
The Center Square
Nevada’s Clark County Library
District spent over $4,000 on a
Pride Day event featuring a “drag
queen storytime.”
“Family Pride Day 2022 celebrates LGBTQIA families in this
fun, inclusive event!” the description says. “Featuring a drag queen
storytime and a musical performance, the event will also host a
zine workshop, crafts, a balloon
artist, face painter, and community
partners.”
The listing states that the Oct.
15 event was suitable for babies,
preschoolers, and toddlers.
According to Las Vegas-Clark
County Library District Senior
Public Communications Specialist
Lisa Jacob, a “professional library
staff member,” presented the drag
queen storytime to “ensure that
educational standards” similar to
other storytimes were met.
Along with drag queen story-

time, the Clark County Library
hosted a performance by Lindz
Amer, author of “Rainbow Parenting” and host of the YouTube series
“Queer Kid Stuff,“ which teaches
gender, sexuality, and social justice

ideas to kids.
LVCCLD paid Amer $3,000 for
a 45-minute performance. Another
$150 was paid for the 30-minute
drag queen storytime, $112.50
for a face painter, $500 for a Zine

news release. “Prices have been
going down slightly since we hit
our all-time peak in May. We’re
seeing more homes on the market, and fewer homes are selling.
Through October, local home sales
are down about 22 percent from this
time last year.”
Las Vegas Realtors reports 2,192
homes, condos and townhomes
were sold in October. Compared to

2021, sales were down 44 percent
for homes and down 41.9 percent
for condos and townhomes.
By the end of October, there
were about 7,900 single-family
homes listed for sale without any
offers, up 140.5 percent compared
to the year-ago month. For condos
and townhomes, there were 1,775
without any offers, up 204.5 percent.

Las Vegas housing market
continues to cool in October

By Matthew Seeman
(KSNV) — The housing market
in Las Vegas continued to cool in
October, according to a local industry group.
The median price for an existing single-family home sold in
Southern Nevada last month was
$440,000, the group Las Vegas
Realtors reports.
That figure is down 2.2 percent
from September when the median
price was $450,000. It’s also the
fourth time in the last five months
that prices have declined and
down from the all-time record of
$482,000 set in May.
Still, the median price is up 7.3
percent compared to October last
year.
For townhomes and condos sold
last month, the median price was
$266,000, down 1.5 percent from
September but up 12.7 percent from
October 2021.
“Ever since mortgage interest
rates started rising this summer,
we’ve seen the housing market cool
down,” Brandon Roberts, president
of Las Vegas Realtors, said in a

Antitrust

(Continued from Page 4)
olations are likely “more commonplace than people probably realize.”
“People, A, think they can get
away with it, or, B, forget it exists.
When you have these types of cases, which are criminal cases, that’s a
serious threat… This is a crime that
is punishable with imprisonment.”
Sherman Act violations come
with the possibility of up to 10
years in prison, a $1 million fine for
individuals, or a $100 million fine
for corporations. Penalties are dependent on how big the company is.
The criminal fine and restitution
agreed upon in the VDA settlement
were “significant” for the company’s size, say legal experts.

workshop, and $500 for two balloon artists. In total, the three-hour
event cost $4,262.50. Jacob said it
was held to support LGBTQIA+
History Month.
“As a reflection of our community, the Library District strives to
offer diverse programming that
appeals to a wide range of customer
interests and celebrates differing
cultural and social values,” Jacob
told The Center Square. “It is
common for Library District staff
to generate programs in support
of federally recognized heritage
months, as well as programs for
specific groups such as women, veterans, LGBTQIA+, and seniors.”
“The Library District does not
subscribe to any cultural, religious,
or political views, and we welcome
church groups, political meetings,
and programs that appeal to a broad
cross-section of Southern Nevada
residents,” Jacob added.
Clark County Commissioner
Tick Segerblom attended the event
and posted a photo of himself posing with two children and a drag
performer on Twitter.
Local parent’s group, My Chil-

dren’s Advocate, organized a protest outside the library.
“While we were not well received by the dozen of parents
attending the event at the library, we
have gotten hundreds of messages
of encouragement and praise from
parents,” Lorena, a member of
My Children’s Advocate, told The
Center Square.
Lorena says the group has “no
problem” with such performances
for adults, but they believe it is
“100% inappropriate” for children.
“Drag queens, adult men dressed
as strippers with theatrical makeup and attire, exhibit overt queer
sexual behavior that confuses and
disturbs the innocence of children,”
she said. “The problem is that the
event is created for children, with
the added insult to injury of it being
taxpayer funded.”
Clark County held its first Family Pride Day and drag queen storytime in June 2018. Other similar
storytime events have been hosted
since then.
The library district hosted multiple “Teen Drag Workshops” at
Windmill Library last October.
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Iconic Las Vegas Strip casino facing
very likely demolition (or implosion)
By Daniel Kline
TheStreet
For a city that still has various
Elvis Presley’s, a few Michael
Jackson’s, and a Whitney Houston
hologram perform every night, Las
Vegas has very little nostalgia when
it comes to its buildings. The Las
Vegas Strip rewards the new and
that means that casinos routinely
get remodeled and even imploded
before something new goes on
that site.
Some remodels can be bold
but not involve a full tear-down.
That’s what’s happening right now
at Caesars Entertainment’s Ballys
resort/casino. That property will be
majorly overhauled and rebranded
to the company’s Horseshoe brand,
but it won’t be fully torn down.
It was expected that had Caesars
sold Flamingo — something it tried
and failed to do earlier this year —
the new owner would tear it down
since the property was built in 1946.
That’s veritably ancient in casino
years and even though the resort
has been revamped and updated
many times, it’s likely a teardown
if it gets sold, but Caesars seems
unlikely to invest that capital in its
oldest Strip property.
Another legendary Strip property recently changed hands, however, and its new owner has made it

While Caesars’ Flamingo recently got a stay of execution, another
legendary Strip property appears to be on the chopping block.
clear that a total teardown remains late September, Bally’s President even a teardown less attractive.
very possible.
George Papanier said that changes
Now, however, Bally’s CEO Lee
Bally’s has big plans
were coming, but they weren’t im- Fenton opened the door to somefor Tropicana
minent. He made a statement that thing that could lead to speeding
Caesars dropped the Bally’s the company planned to operate the up that timetable.
name partially (or maybe entirely) property for 18-24 months before
Tropicana could make
because the actual Bally’s Corp. making any decision on its future.
way for A’s Stadium
may want to use its own brand on
Papanier did not say why the
The Tropicana remains one
the Las Vegas Strip. The casino company was waiting, but the of two Las Vegas sites that have
operator recently acquired the Trop- current funding environment may publicly been acknowledged as
icana, a legendary Strip property, play a factor. Borrowing money has potential homes for Major League
and has long-range plans for the gotten more expensive as interest Baseball’s (MLB) Oakland Athletresort/casino.
rates have risen and that may have ics. That’s a move that has become
At the time the deal closed in made a major refurbishment, or more likely in recent weeks as a

key deadline passed in Oakland
that makes it much less likely that
the team gets a new stadium in
California.
A site near Circus Circus on the
north Strip also remains in contention for the team (but others may
also be possible, just not public
knowledge).
Now, during Bally’s third-quarter earnings call, Fenton made it
clear that Bally’s would consider
tearing down the Tropicana to build
a stadium for the A’s, Casino.org
reported.
Bally’s shared some thoughts on
the Tropicana in the slide show that
accompanied its Q3 earnings.
“The property benefits from
exceptional visibility from McCarran International Airport, East
Tropicana Avenue, and the Strip,
with annual daily traffic (AADT)
of approx. 90,000 cars each day.
Potential weekly impressions from
signage in this area is estimated
to be approx. 400,000,” shared
Bally’s.
Bally’s has not made it clear if
developing a stadium on the Tropicana site would also include a new
resort/casino. It seems likely that it
would, given that the company has
said the property will eventually
carry the Bally’s name and serve
as its western flagship.

By Katelynn Richardson
The Center Square
Nevada has launched a new
abortion information page, Governor Steve Sisolak announced last
week.
The page includes information
on current Nevada law, details on
different types of abortion procedures, and a link to an abortion
provider directory. It also features a
section warning of Crisis Pregnancy Centers that “seek to intercept
women considering abortion.”
The page invites people to report
“misleading services” offered by
these facilities through a form on
the website.
“CPCs often advertise that they
provide medical services, advice,
and counseling in a clinical setting,” the page states. “However,
CPCs do not provide comprehensive, accurate, or evidence-based
clinical information. Instead, the
primary goal of CPCs is to dissuade
people seeking abortions from obtaining the procedure.”
According to Nevada Department of Health and Human Services Public Information Officer
Shannon Litz, reported complaints

reau to assess for issues of health
and safety and investigate under
the authority of the state’s Chief
Medical Officer.”
In his Oct. 10 announcement,
Sisolak reaffirmed his commitment
to “ensuring Nevadans have access
to reproductive health care without
fear or shame.”
“We will not abandon the right
to an abortion, and we will protect
those in need of care,” he said. “The
right to abortion is codified in law
and protects the right to abortion
up to 24 weeks and after 24 weeks

if the pregnant person’s health is
at risk.”
Sisolak has taken up abortion
as a key midterm issue, launching
campaign ads and frequently criticizing opponent Joe Lombardo for
his pro-life views.
Women’s Resource Medical
Centers of Southern Nevada, a
non-profit organization that has
operated a pregnancy care clinic
in Las Vegas since 1985, pushed
back on the page’s representation
of centers like itself.
“The strategic plan that is now
in motion to shut down an industry
by slandering pregnancy clinics,
soliciting complaints and proposing
legislation is egregious,” the center
wrote in a Thursday statement.
“In southern Nevada there are 9
abortion providers within a 35-mile
radius and only 1 full service complimentary pregnancy care clinic.
“Is the cry from Elizabeth Warren joined by Nevada’s pro-abortion politicians to shut down this
pregnancy clinic really considered
pro-choice or pro-woman when the
statistic clearly reveals that 93%
of all abortion choices are driven
by economic reasons and a lack of

support?” the statement continues.
The center averages 8,000 annual patient visits and “saves an
average of 2,000 babies who would
have been aborted if their mothers
could not access support for any
other choice.” All services are free
and funded by donations, according
to the WRMCSN website.
“We hear from women every day
at our Clinic express that there are
no alternatives other than abortion,”
said Women’s Resource Medical
Centers CEO Esther Caruso-Golleher. “We believe them. We exist to
be their support.”
Access to abortion in Nevada
cannot be overturned without a
direct vote of the people, since the
law legalizing it, NRS 442.250, was
passed by a general referendum
in 1990. “You do not have to be a
Nevada resident to receive abortion
care in the state,” the information
page adds.
In September, Senator Catherine
Cortez Masto (D-NV) announced
her support for the Stop Anti-Abortion Disinformation Act, which she
said would “crack down on false
advertising about abortion services
by these fake clinics.

wedding coming up on his property,
and Election Day is late this year.
But as he would say, wait and see,”
Conway added.
Trump’s daughter, Tiffany
Trump, is scheduled to get married at his Mar-a-Lago estate in
Florida on Nov. 12. An announcement could come shortly after that
event. Trump is likely to seize

on momentum from Republicans
winning the House and possibly
Senate and take credit for the feat,
as the vast majority of candidates
have embraced his administration’s
accomplishments and some are his
hand-picked candidates.
Conway noted that some in
Trump’s circle had urged him to
announce before the midterms,
but she and others advised him
against doing so and potentially
stepping on Republicans’ chances
of taking back both chambers of
Congress. Sources previously told
The Hill that Trump had mulled an
announcement as early as July of
this year. The former president has
teased a possible 2024 campaign
for much of the time since he left
office in January 2021. Trump still
maintains a strong hold on the GOP
electorate, making him a formidable candidate who would enter any
primary as the favorite.
Still, a number of polls in recent
months have shown an increasing

number of Republicans are ready
to move on from Trump in favor of
another candidate who would carry
on his legacy.
A July New York Times-Siena
College poll found 49 percent
of GOP primary voters said they
would back Trump for a third
nomination.
A September NBC News poll
found 33 percent of registered
Republicans view themselves as a
“supporter of Donald Trump” over
a supporter of the Republican Party,
down 10 percentage points from a
year earlier.
Other Republicans — including
former Vice President Mike Pence,
former Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo and former New Jersey
Gov. Chris Christie (R) — have
signaled they will consider a 2024
presidential campaign regardless of
whether Trump is running. Others,
like Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis
(R), have not said whether they
plan to run.

Nevada’s new abortion information page includes
complaint form for reporting crisis pregnancy centers

enable the state’s Chief Medical
Officer to investigate.
“In the course of its duties, the
Department of Health and Human
Services’ Bureau of Health Care
Quality and Compliance (HCQC)
receives and investigates complaints against licensed health
facilities, such as hospitals and
nursing homes, under the law
and regulations governing those
facilities,” Litz said. “In the case
of crisis pregnancy centers or other unlicensed facilities, HCQC’s
complaint process allows the Bu-

Trump signals 2024 announcement could be imminent
By Brett Samuels
The Hill
Former President Trump is
signaling he could declare a 2024
White House bid soon after the
midterm elections.
Trump sent his clearest signal
yet that he intends to announce a
reelection campaign during a rally
Thursday night in Iowa, the first
caucus state in the GOP primary.
“I will very, very, very probably
do it again, OK? Very, very, very
probably,” Trump said as a crowd
of supporters cheered. “Get ready.
That’s all I’m telling you. Very
soon. Get ready. Get ready.”
Axios reported on Friday morning that Trump and his team are
eyeing Nov. 14 as a possible launch
day for his 2024 campaign, which
would be followed by a string of
political events.
Kellyanne Conway, who previously served as Trump’s 2016
campaign manager and a top adviser in the Trump White House,

told reporters at a roundtable on
Thursday that she expects the former president to announce “soon.”
“I give him a ton of credit for not
announcing this year, for not stepping in the way of midterm candidates. … I think you can expect him
to announce soon,” Conway said at
a Christian Science Monitor event.
“Obviously there’s a family

Yep, Republicans did it again!
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By Chuck Muth
If I’ve said it once, I’ve said it a
thousand times: Republicans never
blow an opportunity to blow an
opportunity.
And man, did they blow it on
Tuesday. “Bigly.”
There was no red wave.
There certainly was no red
tsunami.
Who could have seen it coming?
Well, in all due modesty…I did.
As I wrote back in August…
“That ‘red wave’ Republicans
have been counting on to carry
them to victory in the November
general election is starting to look
more like a ‘red ripple.’ GOP campaigns, especially in Nevada, better
start campaigning accordingly.”
They didn’t.
Granted, Republicans in Nevada
should win the governor’s race (the
most important race on the ballot
this year — Go Joe!), have a decent
shot in the U.S. Senate race, and
could pull out victory in a handful
of other hotly-contested races.
But all the happy talk by some
GOP party leaders that Republicans
were well-positioned to win majorities in the Nevada Legislature
didn’t even come close to panning
out.
As I wrote way back last
March…
“The political knuckle-heads
running the GOP state Senate and
Assembly caucuses have almost no
chance to win back control of either
house — even if a big ‘red wave’
crests in November — and will be
lucky if they both don’t end up in
super-minorities.”
At this point, the ballots remaining to be counted are mail-in ballots
— where Democrats have a decided
advantage. So don’t be surprised if

a Republican candidate, especially
in Clark County, who is only slightly ahead or is already behind goes
down with the ship.
And if they do…knock off all
this “election fraud” and “cheating” crap.
Yes, there are still legitimate
concerns about the security of our
elections. But that didn’t and won’t
cost Republicans in tight races.
The GOP’s failure to turn out its
voters did.
Too many Republicans — just
like in 2020 — stayed home. In
fact, unless I’m reading the figures
incorrectly, HALF of registered
Republicans didn’t vote this year.
As Hanlon’s Razor admonishes…
“Never attribute to malice that
which is adequately explained by
stupidity.”
And Republicans aren’t known
as the “Stupid Party” for nothing.
Which reminds me: Remember
all that bragging, back-patting, and
chest-thumping the GOP did last
March about putting a Republican
in every race this year? How’d that
work out for us?
Republicans used a shotgun.
Democrats used a rifle.
Democrats targeted specific
races where they knew a Democrat
incumbent was vulnerable — and

protected them. And they targeted
specific races where they knew a
Republican was vulnerable - and
took them out.
Republicans focus on being
“fair.” Democrats focus on winning. As usual, Republicans played
checkers while Democrats played
chess.
And then there’s messaging.
Republicans seemingly had every issue going for them. Inflation,
crime, border crisis…you name it.
But they failed at SELLING them.
On the other hand, Democrats
have figured out how to sell ice
cubes to Eskimos.
When I’m training candidates
and campaign activists, the three
Muth’s Truths Golden Rules are…
#1: It’s Not the Best Candidate
Who Wins, But the Best Campaign
Nevada Republicans had many
better candidates again this year,
but ended up losing because those
candidates ran bad campaigns. Or,
more to the point, see #3 below.
#2: Campaigns are About Marketing, Not Politics
Again, Republicans had the best
political issues on their side this
cycle; they just didn’t sell them
very well.
#3: There’s More Incompetence
in the Field of Political Consulting

than in Any Field Other than TV
Psychiatry
I was talking to a former state
legislative candidate last night at a
“watch party” and asked what he’d
do differently were he to run again.
He said the first thing he’d do is hire
a different consultant.
And he’s right. He was as close
to the “perfect” candidate you could
get for that particular race — and
lost anyway. 100 percent because
his consultant totally mismanaged
the campaign.
When it comes to first-time
candidates being guided by incompetent consultants, it’s the blind
leading the blind.
So what’s the good news?
I saw this coming even before
June’s primary.
And as you know, I took a
Muth’s Truths sabbatical and have
been working for the past six
months totally overhauling the
operation of our grassroots organization, Citizen Outreach.
And the prime focus has been on
developing a world-class campaign
conservative training operation that
focuses on sales and marketing,
not 10-point political platforms
and hum-drum cookie-cutter advertising.
You see, it’s simply not true that
if you build a better mousetrap,
people will beat a path to your door.
You have to SELL that mousetrap to
a skeptical public that either doesn’t
know about it or doesn’t believe it.
I tried working with the party to
bring this training to our candidates
this cycle. They weren’t interested.
They already knew it all.
But what they didn’t know is
what they don’t know…which is
how to sell ice cubes to Eskimos
like the Dems do.
So I’m not waiting for party

leaders in the 2024 cycle. Instead,
here’s what I’m going to do…
We leave Friday for Citizen Outreach’s weeklong ConservaCruise
to Mexico. I’m going to take that
week to relax, decompress, have
a few margaritas, wait for the final
election results…and come back
with a vengeance.
I’m not going to sit back and
wait for orders from the top. Screw
that. Too many of our “leaders”
clearly have no idea what they’re
doing.
Do I? Maybe yes, maybe no.
But I certainly can’t do any
worse than they have. And, heck, I
DID get a “dead pimp” elected to
the Legislature in 2018. So maybe,
just maybe, I know a little something about this stuff.
The predicted “red wave” should
have been a done-deal this cycle.
It wasn’t. Republicans once again
blew a golden opportunity.
So let’s keep hope alive that
Republicans eke out the win in the
top races in Nevada.
Lick our “what might have
been” wounds in the races we’re
going to lose that we should have
won.
And get ready to do it all again
for 2024.
Because in politics, as in sports,
there’s always next season.
Spring training for us will start
in two weeks. Get ready for some
big announcements that I’ve been
holding back until the 2022 election
was over.
And set aside a few shekels to
help fund these upcoming efforts.
Because you can’t save the world
if you can’t pay the rent!
Chuck Muth is president of Citizen Outreach, publisher of Nevada
News & Views and blogs at Muths
Truths.com.

DeSantis touts ‘win for the ages’ as he and Rubio
score big victories, shading purple Florida red
DeSantis and Rubio crush their Democratic challengers in Florida, cementing GOP dominance
By Paul Steinhauser
Fox News
Florida was once the nation’s
premiere swing state, the electoral
battleground that in 2000 handed
then-Texas Gov. George W. Bush
the presidency with a margin of
just 500 votes.
But after Republicans shellacked
Democrats in Florida’s statewide
elections for governor and senator
on Tuesday, it’s pretty clear that
the state has shifted from purple to
red. Florida does not have a single
Democrat holding statewide office.
“Thanks to the overwhelming
support of the people of Florida,
we not only won election, we
have re-written the political map,”
Republican Gov. Ron DeSantis
proclaimed at his Election Night
victory celebration. “Thank you
for honoring us with a win for the
ages.”
DeSantis wasn’t bragging.
DeSantis, who narrowly won the
governor’s office in 2018, crushed
his 2022 Democratic challenger,
former GOP governor turned former Democratic Rep. Charlie Crist,
by close to 20 points, according to
the latest results, topping then-Republican Gov. Jeb Bush’s resound-

Incumbent Florida Republican Gov. Ron DeSantis speaks to supporters
at an election night party after winning his race for reelection in Tampa,
Fla., Tuesday, Nov. 8, 2022, as his wife Casey listens.
ing 13-point re-election victory in ida, the party’s increasing support
2002.
from Hispanic voters, who are one
It was a similar story in the of the fastest-growing demographic
state’s Senate race, with Repub- groups in the state.
lican Sen. Marco Rubio making
history as the first Republican in
the Sunshine State to win a third
six-year term. Even though he was
dramatically outraised and outspent
by Democratic challenger Rep. Val
Demings, Rubio won re-election
by over 16-points, according to the
latest vote count.
Fueling the GOP wave in Flor-

“It’s great to be here, gathered
in the red county of Miami Dade,”
Rubio touted in his victory speech.
Miami Dade County – with over
two million residents, is Florida’s
most populous – has long been a
Democratic stronghold. But Rubio
and DeSantis both carried the county on Tuesday.
Rubio, who’s Cuban American
and is the state’s longest-serving
Hispanic politician, is recognized
as a driving force in Republican efforts to win over Spanish-speaking
voters in Florida.
Former President Barack Obama
narrowly carried Florida in the
2008 and 2012 elections, and former President Donald Trump won
the state by a razor-thin margin in
2016. Thanks to the inroads Trump
made in Miami-Dade in the 2020
presidential election, he widened

his victory margin in the entire
state, carrying it by roughly three
and a half points over now-President Biden.
Longtime Republican pollster
Neil Newhouse, a veteran of numerous presidential and statewide
campaigns, noted that “Republicans have connected with voters
on issues they care about, and
Democrats are not talking about
the concerns voters have on a dayto-day basis. That combined with
the appeal to Hispanic voters has
turned the tide in Florida from a
purple state to a red state.”
Kevin Cate, a veteran Florida-based communications consultant and a veteran of Obama’s 2008
presidential campaign, tweeted
earlier on Tuesday that “it’s that
bad. Complete collapse. We either
reset or go extinct.”
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The GOP majority’s to-do list includes
COVID-19 response, origins and Fauci
By Nathaniel Weixel
The Hill
Congressional Republicans are
floating sweeping investigations
into the Biden administration’s
COVID-19 spending and are looking to tighten the purse strings
on agency funding should they
hold majorities after next week’s
midterms.
Republicans are frustrated with
what they see as the administration’s unaccountable coronavirus
spending and are looking to shine
a spotlight on where the trillions
of dollars doled out by the White
House have gone.
Polls show the House is more
likely to flip than the Senate, and
Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers
(R-Wash.) is poised to take control
of the powerful House Energy and
Commerce Committee, which has
wide jurisdiction over issues like
Medicare, Medicaid, food and
drug safety and the federal health
agencies.
Rodgers and other GOP lawmakers have said they want to
prioritize an investigation into the
origins of the coronavirus, as well
as the administration’s policies in
response to the virus, like school
closures.
“Overall, regarding the COVID
response, the lockdowns, the decisions that were made in response
to COVID, we want to look at the
decisions that were made, what
drove those decisions, and how we
might want to approach that in the
future,” Rodgers told Punchbowl
News in a September interview.
A GOP aide said the committee

is interested in holding the administration accountable for the grants
from the American Rescue Plan
as well as the Inflation Reduction
Act. While a lot of the money was
allocated, and lawmakers will want
to track it, some of it has been set
aside for later years.
House Republicans have long
complained about how states and
localities are spending COVID-19
relief funding for things that are not
pandemic-related, like pickleball
courts and tourist attractions. They
want to know what, if any, guidance
the White House has provided.
The aide said the committee is
also looking to bring in officials
like Health and Human Services
Secretary Xavier Becerra and
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services Administrator Chiquita
Brooks-LaSure.
Brooks-LaSure has not testified
since her Senate confirmation, and
GOP lawmakers want a chance to

grill her, especially about Medicare’s new authority to negotiate
drug prices.
But public health experts are
concerned that the quest for accountability in spending could lead
to less money for agencies that are
historically cash-strapped.
“A lot of money went out in a
one-time bucket. And we really
need to have sustainable funding
over time,” said Georges Benjamin,
executive director of the American
Public Health Association.
“And so these budgets get cut
in a way that impacts the longterm ability to maintain the limited
capacity they have right now. That
capacity will erode, and then our
ability to respond even to routine
public health emergencies will be
severely impacted in a negative
way,” Benjamin said.
With President Biden in the
White House holding veto power
over any legislation aimed at tear-

ing down his agenda, Republicans
are aware they will have to tailor
their agenda.
For instance, the GOP aide
said committee lawmakers will be
focused on lessening the impact of
the drug pricing provisions in the
Inflation Reduction Act, rather than
repealing it outright.
Still, having agency officials
responding to constant inquiries
from Congress can be an effective
stalling tool.
“Aggressive oversight by Republicans will just eat up a lot of
staff resources that could otherwise
go to running the government and
addressing public health,” said
Larry Levitt, executive vice president for health policy at the Kaiser
Family Foundation.
Republicans in both chambers
are also eager to launch investigations into Anthony Fauci, the
director of the National Institute
of Allergy and Infectious Diseases
who is set to retire from government this year.
When Fauci announced his
intention to retire in August, Republicans vowed to keep investigating.
“Retirement can’t shield Dr.
Fauci from congressional oversight,” House Oversight and Reform Committee ranking member
James Comer (R-Ky.) said in a
statement at the time. Comer would
likely become the chair of the committee in a Republican majority.
In the Senate, one of Fauci’s
most outspoken critics is Sen.
Rand Paul (R-Ky.). Paul is in line
to become the chairman of the
Senate Health, Education, Labor

and Pensions Committee if he wins
reelection and if Republicans win
the majority. The panel’s current
ranking member, Sen. Richard Burr
(R-N.C.), is retiring.
Republicans have not been shy
about launching probes into the
U.S. response to the coronavirus
pandemic, focusing on the origins
of the virus and whether the federal
government — and by extension,
Fauci — helped fund controversial
research that might have played a
role in its creation.
“It’s not about Fauci going to
jail, although that probably would
be appropriate,” Paul said at a Nov.
1 campaign stop, according to the
News Enterprise of Elizabethtown,
Ky. “It’s about finding the truth
of the origins of the virus so this
doesn’t happen again.”
While Republicans have been in
the minority, those investigations
have not gained much momentum.
But with the majority, the GOP
would have the authority to lob
subpoenas at the administration to
force it to hand over documents.
“If we win in November, if I’m
chairman of a committee, if I have
subpoena power, we’ll go after every one of [Fauci’s] records,” Paul
said earlier this year.
Paul, a libertarian ophthalmologist, has repeatedly antagonized
the nation’s top infectious diseases
doctor over the benefits of masks,
vaccinations and the origins of
COVID-19.
In March, Paul tried to attach a
proposal to the pandemic relief bill
eliminating Fauci’s job and dividing it into three positions.

than 150 financial transactions
related to the business affairs of
either Hunter or James Biden, the
president’s brother.
The reports do not necessarily
mean illegal activity occurred, as
Republicans have sometimes suggested, and only a small percentage
of the millions of reports from
banks filed each year lead to law
enforcement investigations.
Banks are required to file suspicious activity reports about transfers of amounts of at least $5,000,
or $2,000 for money services businesses, if there is reason to suspect
the funds came from illegal activity.
They must also file currency transaction reports for any transaction
exceeding $10,000.
But Republicans on the House
Oversight Committee argue more
information on the transactions are
needed to know whether President
Biden financially benefited from

his family’s business transactions,
alleging that the possibility could
create national security concerns.
Meanwhile, few, if any, House
Republicans have expressed much
in the way of national security
concerns when it came to Trump’s
company business dealings while
he was in the White House. And
when an FBI search uncovered
classified documents, some marked
top secret, from Trump’s Mar-aLago property in possible violation
of the Espionage Act, Republicans
expressed more concern about
alleged politicization of the Justice
Department than about national
security.
The Treasury Department in
September denied requests from
House Oversight Republicans to
provide the reports on the Biden
family. Comer has promised to
use the power that comes with the
committee gavel to obtain them
should his party gain the majority
next year.
Republicans have multiple areas
they are interested in regarding the
Biden family businesses, including
dealings with a Chinese energy
conglomerate and whether that
relationship created any conflicts
of interest with President Biden.
A Washington Post investigation
of Hunter Biden’s arrangement
with CEFC China Energy found
no evidence that President Biden
personally benefited from the transactions or knew about the details,
though House Republicans think

there is information that indicates
otherwise.
There has already been outside
interest from the right wing in the
House Oversight GOP probe.
Rep. Matt Gaetz (R-Fla.) has
called on House Minority Leader
Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.) to
create a House select committee
dedicated to investigating Biden
business dealings. Conservative
commentator and former Trump
White House adviser Sebastian
Gorka has offered to be staff director of the theoretical committee.
But there is no sign McCarthy
would create a special panel, and
Comer has asked Republicans
to give the Oversight committee
a chance to roll out its planned
hearings.
An investigation by the FBI that
is reportedly being reviewed by
prosecutors could bring more focus
and heat onto Hunter Biden if any
charges are made.
The Washington Post first reported last month that investigators
believed that there was sufficient
evidence to charge Hunter Biden
with crimes relating to whether he
did not declare income on various
business ventures, and with making
a false statement about his drug use
on a federal form when he bought
a handgun in 2018, when he has
said he was actively using crack
cocaine.
Attorneys for Hunter Biden
did not respond to requests for
comment.

House GOP prepares to sharpen focus
on Hunter Biden’s business dealings

By Emily Brooks
The Hill
House Republicans are wasting
little time jumping headfirst into
probes involving the business
dealings of President Biden’s son
Hunter Biden and the Biden family if they win a majority in next
week’s midterm elections.
Republicans on the House Oversight Committee, the panel set to
lead the probes if the GOP formally
takes control of the chamber next
year, are planning a press conference about their investigation
into the Bidens the week after the
election.
Their goal is to question whether
President Biden’s leadership has
been impacted by his family’s business dealings — and to steer clear
of the more salacious content on the
infamous hard drive that belonged
to Hunter Biden, a recovering drug
addict.
Rep. James Comer (R-Ky.),
ranking member on the House
Oversight Committee who is likely
to chair the panel in a GOP majority, has long been preparing for
hearings and advancing investigations into the Biden family businesses. Republican staff members
on the panel have a copy of Hunter
Biden’s hard drive and have been
poring over it for months.
Comer, in a statement to The
Hill, blasted the Biden family for alleged influence peddling and raised
concerns about the deals conflicting
with U.S. interests.
“If Joe Biden is compromised by
his family’s business schemes, it is
a threat to our national security,”
Comer said.
The White House declined
to comment on the House GOP
probes, but the Biden campaign
in 2020 said the then-candidate
“has never even considered being
involved in business with his family, nor in any overseas business
whatsoever.”
Hunter Biden and Biden family
business activities have been a
longtime focus of Republicans on

Capitol Hill, the right-wing media
and former President Trump, whose
request of Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky to look into
Hunter Biden’s business dealings
in Ukraine led to Trump’s first
impeachment.
There has also been longtime
interest in Hunter Biden across the
Capitol.
Senate Judiciary Committee
ranking member Chuck Grassley
(R-Iowa) has made several floor
speeches about Biden family business dealings, and has sent letters
alleging that he has received information from whistleblowers about
the family’s business activities.
Democrats on the Hill have
dismissed the GOP probe as part
of a larger obsession with the Biden
family. House Oversight Chairwoman Carolyn Maloney (D-N.Y)
has previously called GOP efforts
“nakedly partisan.”
But in a House GOP majority,
Republicans would have more
power to probe new lines of interest
about the family’s business matters,
and potentially put them on public
display if the panel holds hearings
as Comer has promised.
At the top of the GOP to-do
list on the matter is obtaining suspicious activity reports from the
Treasury Department connected to
transactions from the president’s
son and his associates.
CBS News reported in April that
U.S. banks flagged for review more

Experience the Las Vegas Tribune
each and every week at
lasvegastribune.net

Completely FREE of Charge
Unlike all other publications, we believe you
should have access to our news, features
and commentaries whenever you desire
absolutely FREE of charge anytime.

November 9-15, 2022 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / Page 9

Federal Reserve hikes interest rates by
75 basis points for fourth time this year
By Sylvan Lane
The Hill
The Federal Reserve last
Wednesday hiked interest rates by
three-quarters of a percentage point,
pressing even harder on the brakes
of the economy in a scramble to
slow inflation.
The Federal Open Market Committee, the panel of Fed officials
responsible for monetary policy,
boosted the central bank’s baseline
interest rate range to a span of 3.75
to 4 percent. It is the fourth consecutive 75 basis point hike issued
by the Fed and sixth interest rate
increase since March.
As the Fed raises its baseline
interest rate range, interest rates on
mortgages, credit cards, and other
loans rise as well. Higher borrowing costs tend to slow the economy
as households and businesses have
less money to spend on goods and
services.
The Fed’s latest hike will add

even more financial pressure to a
resilient but slowing U.S. economy
that some experts believe is on the
precipice of recession.
The Fed’s rapid interest rate
hikes have caused home sales to

collapse and pushed businesses to
pull back investment, two major
forces that could slow the U.S.
economy. Higher Fed interest rates
also deepen economic turmoil
abroad, which could boomerang

on the U.S.
Even so, inflation has remained
stubbornly high as a strong U.S.
job market helps support consumer
spending and supply shocks — particularly the war in Ukraine — push
prices for food and fuel higher.
Prices rose 6.2 percent over the
past 12 months, according to the
personal consumption expenditures
price index, the Fed’s preferred
inflation gauge.
The Fed has faced growing
pressure from some policymakers,
especially Democratic lawmakers,
to slow down its rate hike campaign
amid growing signs of a looming
recession.
Critics of the Fed’s approach
argue the bank will needlessly
drive millions into unemployment
by ignoring clear signs of inflation
falling, the lagging effect of Fed
interest rate hikes and the bank’s
inability to solve supply snarls.
Fed leaders have insisted for

months that they will continue to
boost interest rates until inflation
shows signs of falling toward the
bank’s annual 2 percent target. But
the FOMC’s statement announcing
the latest interest rate hike Wednesday also hinted toward a slower
pace of rate hikes moving forward.
FOMC officials said Wednesday
they will consider “the cumulative
tightening of monetary policy, the
lags with which monetary policy
affects economic activity and
inflation, and economic and financial developments” when deciding
future rate hikes.
Put simply, Fed officials will
think about how quickly they’ve
already raised rates, how long those
hike may take to affect inflation,
and how the economy is responded. While those are all factors the
Fed should consider anyway, their
inclusion in Wednesday’s statement
is a notable admission of the risks
the bank faces as it fights inflation.

measured by the consumer price
index and personal consumption
expenditure index.
The Mortgage Bankers Association (MBA) reacted to the Fed’s
announcement by noting that peak
mortgage rates have yet to come
into view.

“The combination of elevated
mortgage rates and steep homeprice growth over the past few years
has greatly reduced affordability,”
MBA economist Mike Fratantoni
said in a statement.
More hopefully, Fratantoni said,
“the volatility seen in mortgage
rates should subside” once inflation
begins to slow.
The Fed indicated at its latest
meetings, however, that it is likely
to continue to raise rates to a top
line higher than the 4.6 percent
it had suggested was coming in
September.
Powell said that “at some point”
it would be appropriate to slow the
pace at which the Fed is increasing
rates while hinting the final number
would be above 4.6 percent.
Powell added that the Fed recog-

nizes how significant its rate hikes
are on the housing market, which
has been experiencing surging rents
amid a national shortage of housing
units estimated in the millions of
homes.
“Housing is significantly affected by these higher rates, which
are really back where they were
before the global financial crisis.
They’re not historically high, but
they’re much higher than they’ve
been,” Powell said during a press
conference on Wednesday. “We do
understand that that’s really where
a very big effect of our policies is.”
White House spokesperson
Karine Jean-Pierre said that higher
interest rates should slow demand
for housing and bring housing inflation down.
(See Mortgage Rates, Page 10)

Fed’s latest hike will push up mortgage rates
By Tobias Burns
and Adam Barnes
The Hill
The Federal Reserve’s latest
interest rate hike last Wednesday of
0.75 percentage points is expected
to intensify pressure on the housing
market while pushing up mortgage
rates that already have reached
nearly 20-year highs.
The interest hike announced
Wednesday is the latest effort by the
Fed to slow inflation by raising the
cost of doing business. The interest
rate hikes are also making new
mortgages much more expensive,
cooling the housing market while
potentially raising the cost of rent.
While announcing the new interest rate hikes on Wednesday, Fed
Chairman Jerome Powell said that
the economy is still far away from

the point at which he expects the
price of rent to come down.
“There will come a point at
which rent inflation will start
to come down, but that point is
well out from where we are now.
We’re well aware of that,” Powell
said, referring to rent increases as

5 key takeaways from the Federal Reserve’s rate hikes
By Sylvan Lane
The Hill
The Federal Reserve ramped up its battle against inflation
last Wednesday with another large interest rate hike amid
griping that the central bank’s efforts will plunge the U.S.
into a recession.
The Fed boosted its baseline interest rate range by 0.75
percentage points for the fourth time in four consecutive
meetings. The rate increase was the sixth of the year and
brought the Fed’s baseline interest rate range to a span of
3.75 to 4 percent.
And while the rate hikes marked yet another aggressive
move to lower inflation — which has stayed stubbornly high
for months — the Federal Reserve sounded a slightly softer
tone in its messaging about its future actions.
The bank’s approach to stanch demand, however, will still
be determined in large part by upcoming reports on consumer
prices and the resiliency of the U.S. labor market.
Here are five key takeaways from the Fed’s rate hikes.

Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell speaks at a news
conference following a Federal Open Market Committee
meeting announcing the Federal Reserve’s latest rate hike,
the fourth increase this year, Nov. 2, 2022, in Washington.
Rate hikes will get smaller,
but they’re not going away soon
The Fed has rapidly raised interest rates with the hope of
bringing borrowing costs high enough to slow the economy.
The central bank has sprinted to get to that point with a string
of massive rate increases, boosting its baseline interest rate
range by 3.75 percentage points since March.
Fed officials said that with clear signs of the economy
slowing, it will soon be time for the bank to hike rates in
smaller increments such as 25 or 50 basis points.
Fed Chair Jerome Powell said that point could come as
soon as the central bank’s next policy meeting in December.
But he made clear that the Fed will continue raising
interest rates and cannot afford to think about halting them
with inflation still three times higher than the bank’s annual
target of 2 percent.
“It’s very premature, in my view, to think we are talking
about pausing our rate hikes. We have a ways to go,” Powell
said during a Wednesday press conference.
“We need ongoing rate hikes to get to that level of sufficiently restrictive [interest rates] and we don’t, of course,
we don’t really know exactly where that is,” he continued.
The Fed sees the economy slowing
but the labor market holding strong
Fed officials said last week they are paying more attention
to how rising interest rates, stubbornly high inflation and
headwinds from Ukraine have begun to weigh on the U.S.
economy.
In his remarks, Powell cited several signs of a slowing
economy, including the downturn in the housing market,
declining business investment and a plateau in economic

from 4.2 percent in March and their pandemic low point of
2.7 percent.

growth so far this year.
The economic slowdown is one intended effect of the
Fed’s rate hikes, which are meant to force households and
businesses to spend less money and stop pushing up prices
for goods and services.
Even so, Powell said the resilience of the labor market is
one of several factors allowing Americans to keep spending
money in the face of inflation.
And while he did not single out rapid wage growth as
the primary cause of inflation, Powell argued the intense
demand for labor and shortage of new workers was keeping
up pressure on prices.
“The broader picture is an overheated labor market where
demand substantially exceeds supply,” Powell said.
“We keep looking for signs that sort of the beginning of a
gradual softening is happening, and maybe that’s there, but
it’s not obvious to me.”

A recession will be harder to avoid
Powell acknowledged that the chances of avoiding recession were slimming with inflation remaining well above
the annual target.
Prices rose 6.2 percent over the past 12 months, according
to the personal consumption expenditures price index, the
Fed’s preferred inflation gauge.
With inflation this high, Powell ceded that the Fed would
need to move interest rates to a higher level than it anticipated
in September, which would put even more slowing pressure
on the economy.
“No one knows whether there’s going to be a recession
or not, and if so, how bad that recession would be. Our job
is to restore price stability so that we can have a strong labor
market that benefits all over time,” Powell said.

Americans will get pummeled
by high interest rates
Powell said last Wednesday the Fed will need to push its
baseline interest rate even higher than officials projected in
September.
That means the central bank may need to boost the midpoint of its target range to 5 percent or above before halting
and keeping rates high for months.
“The inflation picture has become more and more challenging over the course of the year, without question,” Powell
said. “That means that we have to have policy be more restrictive and that has narrowed the window for a soft landing.”
Americans will see the direct impacts in higher mortgage
rates, credit card rates and other adjustable rate loans.
Mortgage rates dipped slightly before the rate hike, according to data released Wednesday by the Mortgage Bankers
Association, with the 30-year fixed-rate mortgage rate falling
to 7.06 percent, down from 7.16 a week earlier. But effective
mortgage rates have still shot up to more than 7 percent, up

Global turmoil won’t be a deterrent
In recent months, central banks in some of the richest
countries have sought to take deflationary measures by raising
interest rates.
These efforts, including those of the U.S., have garnered
backlash from global policymakers and the United Nations,
warning that interest rate hikes will have harmful impacts
on developing economies that do not have resilient labor
markets.
As the Fed hikes interest rates, the value of the U.S. dollar
compared to other currencies increases.
That puts pressure on other central banks to raise interest
rates while also making American goods and services far
more expensive abroad.
Powell said the Fed is mindful about how global economic
headwinds could affect the U.S. economy, but said the central
bank would not ignore its legal mandate to keep the domestic
economy strong.
“The world’s not going to be better off if we fail to do
that. That’s a task we need to do. Price stability and stability
in the United States is a good thing for the global economy
over a long period of time,” he said.
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Daylight saving: Americans want to stop
changing the clock but can’t agree how

By Daniel de Visé
The Hill
State legislatures, sleep scientists and the public all seem to agree
that the annual rite of springing forward and falling back has got to go.
But the nation has not found consensus on what should replace it.
Nineteen states have passed
laws or resolutions in the past five
years to make daylight saving time
permanent if Congress — and, in
some cases, other states — permits
the change. Two states, Arizona and
Hawaii, have long followed permanent standard time, which the law
already allows.
In standard time, noon arrives
when the sun hangs highest in the
sky. Daylight saving time shifts the
clock forward, moving sunset one
hour later. Currently, most of the
United States operates on daylight
saving time between March and
November and on standard time for
the rest of the year. The nation will
bid goodbye to daylight saving time
on Sunday, at least for now.
Scientists view standard time as
the natural setting for the planet and
the human body. Most sleep experts
prefer it to daylight saving time for
reasons of health.
“What standard time does is, it
optimizes our light in the morning,”
said Beth Malow, a professor of
neurology and pediatrics at Vanderbilt University. “And we really need
light in the morning to wake us up,
to get us going, to reset our whole
internal clock with what goes on in
the world around us.”
Public opinion on the competing schedules has waffled over the
decades. In recent years, however,
two trends have emerged: People
are tired of changing their clocks,
and most Americans prefer daylight
saving time.
A Monmouth University poll
in March found that 61 percent of
respondents favored abandoning
the time change. A YouGov poll that
month found 64 percent of those
surveyed favoring a year-round

setting. A 2021 poll by YouGov and
The Economist found 63 percent
support for a single setting.
All three polls show the public
favoring daylight saving time over
standard time.
“We can go out after work and
exercise. We can go shopping or
dining at night when it’s not dark,”
said Cathy Kipp, a Democratic state
representative in Colorado, where
the legislature approved a switch to
permanent daylight saving time this
year, contingent on federal approval. “People want light after they get
off of work. They don’t want dark
on both ends of their day.”
The public associates daylight
saving time with daylight — and
summer vacation, backyard barbecues, sunshine and warmth.
“I think the reason a lot of people
like daylight saving time is that they
like summer,” said Jennifer Martin,
president of the American Academy
of Sleep Medicine.
Responding to the trend in state
legislation, the Senate passed a bill
in the spring that would ensconce
daylight saving time as the new
permanent setting. The Sunshine
Protection Act of 2021 would effectively set clocks an hour forward for
good in every state but two. Arizona
and Hawaii would be allowed to
continue following year-round

standard time.
The bill prevailed in a process
called unanimous consent, which
bypassed the normal routine of testimony and debate. Some senators
later quipped that its swift passage
caught them off guard.
After the Senate vote, the daylight saving movement hit a wall in
the House. With the stakes rising,
constituents and lobbyists flooded
lawmakers with messages on both
sides of the great time debate. Malow, the Vanderbilt sleep scientist,
testified against it. Lawmakers
balked. Clouds of indecision descended over the Sunshine Protection Act. After months of delay,
observers expect no decisive vote
anytime soon.
For now, it seems, the great
resetting will continue.
“We know that the majority of
Americans do not want to keep
switching the clocks back and
forth,” said Rep. Jan Schakowsky,
a Democrat from Illinois who chairs
the House subcommittee where the
bill has stalled, in a statement.
“I have received calls from
constituents who prefer permanent
standard time because they have
safety concerns for children who
have to wait too long in the dark
during winter for the school bus,
and I have heard from constituents

and businesses who prefer permanent daylight saving time because
they prefer longer daylight hours.
While there does not seem to be a
consensus yet, I am continuing to
listen to my constituents and work
with my colleagues to determine the
best path forward.”
One congressional aide put it
more bluntly. “We know 7 in 10
Americans want it to happen,” he
said. “We just don’t know which
one to do. This is an issue where
half the country’s gonna be upset
no matter what.”
The aide spoke on condition of
anonymity because he is working
on the bill and lacks permission to
discuss it.
Local legislatures and poll respondents seem to favor daylight
saving time across much of the
nation. States that have adopted
daylight saving time for good — if
Congress permits — include the
northern border states of Maine,
Minnesota, Montana and Washington, where daylight runs short
in winter.
The stakes in any clock change
are higher up north, where even a
one-hour shift can mean starting
school or commuting to work in a
“Blade Runner” pall of darkness.
The sun will rise at 8:26 a.m. on
Christmas morning in Bismarck,
N.D., one of the nation’s northerly
cities. If daylight saving time ran
year-round, Christmas would dawn
at 9:26.
“We’re not made to start the day
in the dark,” Martin said.
Winter daylight runs short in
Minnesota, as well. Yet, the state
legislature enacted permanent daylight saving time in 2021, subject to
federal approval.
“My sense is, there might be
more people who prefer the extra
hour of sunlight in the evening that
daylight saving affords,” said Mike
Freiberg, a Democrat who sponsored the bill in the state House.
But Freiberg is no daylight-saving zealot. He previously pushed

for year-round standard time in
Minnesota.
“Honestly, I don’t have a strong
opinion one way or another,” he
said. “I just want to get rid of the
clock changes.”
He is not alone. Jeff Bridges, a
Democratic state senator in Colorado, sponsored bills to put his state
on permanent standard time and
daylight saving time. The daylight
saving time bill survived.
“Personally, I just want the madness to end,” Bridges said.
Year-round daylight saving time
might work better in some places
than others. Under the current
setting, sunrise never comes much
after 7 a.m. in midwinter in Schakowsky’s Chicago-area district,
near the eastern edge of the central
time zone.
Benton Harbor lies just 100
miles away, across the Michigan
border. Yet, by the crude calculus of
regional time, sunrise arrives there
roughly an hour later, in the eastern
time zone. Year-round daylight
saving time would push sunrise as
late as 9:14 a.m. in January.
“We cannot stretch the day. That
is the problem,” said Ali Güler, associate professor of biology at the
University of Virginia.
Some sleep experts, Güler included, would rather see the nation
united on either year-round setting
than enduring disruptive seasonal
shifts.
“Switching is horrible,” he said.
“You can actually measure the devastation that it incurs every year,”
a toll of heart attacks and traffic
accidents in the blurry days after
the brutal spring back.
But Güler would strongly prefer
permanent standard time. Other
experts, including Martin, favor
“as much standard time as possible,” even if that means carrying
on with the semiannual changing
of the clocks.
“I read a great quote somewhere,” Martin said: “‘Light in the
morning is for our health. Light in
the evening is for our enjoyment.’”

Why is there a push to end Daylight Saving Time?
“Sleep is really, really
important to our health.
And right now, what we’re
doing is imposing mandatory
social jetlag for eight months
out of the year.”

By Gianna Melillo
The Hill
On Sunday, Nov. 6th, most Americans
reluctantly turned their clocks back one hour
as Daylight Saving Time ends for the year.
Most Americans want to abandon the
time change we endure twice a year, with
polls showing as much as 63 to 75 percent of
Americans supporting an end to the practice.
But, even if the country does do away with
the time change, the question still remains
whether the U.S. should permanently adapt
to Daylight Saving Time (DST) or Standard
Time (ST).
On the one hand, sleep experts support a
permanent ST, where mornings are lighter
and evenings darker, as this shift would be
more in line with humans’ circadian rhythms
and help stave off disease.
However, a law passed by the Senate in
March 2022 would implement permanent
DST, where mornings are darker and sunlight stretches into the evening hours. The
Sunshine Protection Act argues permanent
DST would give the economy a boost as
more Americans stay out later and spend
more money.
For many, “falling back” or “springing
ahead” is an inconvenience that disrupts daily
schedules. But polls reveal no public consensus on which time should remain permanent
should the switch be abolished.
Currently, the United States spends about
eight months out of the year operating on
DST and around four months on ST, with

the exception of Hawaii and most of Arizona,
which remain on ST all year.
The case for permanent
Daylight Saving Time
Sleep experts say the health benefits that
could come from a permanent ST are crucial
for a chronically sleep-deprived nation. In
response to darkness, the body naturally produces melatonin, a hormone that helps promote sleep but is suppressed by light. Thus,
having too much sunlight in the evening can
actually work against a good night’s sleep.
The status quo leads to circadian misalignment, or “social jetlag,” says Beth Malow, a
professor of neurology and pediatrics and
director of the Vanderbilt sleep division.
Malow also authored the Sleep Research
Society’s position statement advocating for
a permanent ST.
Under DST, our work and school schedules dictate our actions; while in an ideal
scenario, environmental changes like lighter
mornings and darker evenings would regulate sleep patterns, Malow explained in an
interview with Changing America.

“There’s a disconnect when we have to
wake up early for work or school and it’s still
dark outside and we want to sleep,” she said.
Light in the morning wakes humans up,
provides us with energy, and sets our mood
for the day. “It actually aligns us so that our
body clocks are in sync with what’s going on
in our environment,” Malow said.
Having more energy in the morning can
also make it easier to fall asleep at night when
it’s darker outside.
Overall, ST “maximizes our morning
light and minimizes light too late at night,”
Malow said.
When the body doesn’t get enough sleep,
risks of developing heart disease, diabetes,
and weight gain all increase. Insufficient
sleep is also linked to some forms of cancer.
Polls show younger individuals are less
likely to support abolishing the clock change,
largely because they’re more flexible than
their older counterparts who support nixing
the practice.
But teenagers and young adults are at a
higher risk of negative impacts from perma-

nent DST, partially because they’re already
primed for sleep deprivation.
“What happens when you go through
puberty and you become a teenager is…your
natural melatonin levels shift by about two
hours, so it takes you longer to fall asleep,”
said Malow. “[Teenagers] end up going to
bed or being tired at 11 o’clock at night, even
midnight sometimes, but they have to wake
up early for school.”
Students who wake up in darker mornings
and drive to school could be at a greater risk
of car accidents. The same is true for workers
with early commutes and individuals in the
north or on western edges of time zones who
tend to experience more darkness overall.
“Sleep is really, really important to our
health. And right now, what we’re doing is
imposing mandatory social jetlag for eight
months out of the year,” Malow said. “And
we’d like to—rather than going to mandatory
social jetlag for 12 months out of the year—to
stop the clock and go back to Standard Time
which is much more natural.”
The argument for
Daylight Saving Time
Despite the myriad of health benefits that
come from adopting ST year-round, having
more sunlight in the evenings if DST were
permanently adopted is a tempting prospect
for many Americans, especially those who
work or attend school indoors all day.
The Sunshine Protection Act, spearheaded by Senator Marco Rubio (R-Fla.), taps
into these sentiments, and argues adopting
permanent DST could reduce the risk of seasonal depression and improve other aspects
of Americans’ lives.
The bill was first introduced in 2021 and
has received bipartisan support. The Senate
passed the bill in March of this year, and
would go into effect next November if passed
(See Push to end Daylight Saving, Page 11)

(Continued from Page 9)
“The Fed actions help bring inflation
down. And as mortgage rates increase, demand in the housing market should continue
to cool and inventory should increase which
should have the effect of lowering housing
inflation,” she said in a press conference
Wednesday.
Before the Fed’s latest announcement,
mortgage rates did dip slightly, according to
data released Wednesday by the Mortgage
Bankers Association. The MBA’s weekly survey showed the 30-year fixed-rate mortgage
rate falling to 7.06 percent, down from 7.16
a week earlier, and applications decreasing
for the sixth straight month.
Low-income housing advocates say the
White House should be more vocal on the
need to reduce the cost of rent.

“As of now, the Biden administration is
dangerously silent on the single biggest line
item in Americans’ budgets: their rent,” Tara
Raghuveer, director of a tenant’s association
in Kansas City and a low-income housing
advocate, said in a statement to The Hill.
Effective mortgage rates have shot up
to 7.08 percent from 4.16 percent in March
when the Fed first began its rate hikes.
They’ve more than doubled from their pandemic low point of 2.65 percent.
This has led to a significant decline in
refinance activity as potential sellers are
reluctant to give up their low rates.
“With most homeowners locked into significantly lower rates, refinance applications
continued to run more than 80 percent below
last year’s pace, while the refinance share of
applications was 28.6 percent — the fifth

straight week below 30 percent,” MBA Vice
President and Deputy Chief Economist Joel
Kan said in a statement.
High rates have also encouraged borrowers to pursue slightly riskier adjustable rate
mortgages for a lower rate. The average rate
for a 5-year adjustable rate mortgages decreased to 5.79 percent last week from 5.86
percent a week earlier.
Rising rates have already led to dramatic
declines in new home sales and a record
price slowdown, further limiting Americans’
ability to secure affordable housing.
Home prices slowed at a record pace in
September, falling by 2.6 percent, according
to the S&P CoreLogic Case-Shiller Index
released last month.
Sky-high rates have also led to a sharp decline in the number of homes under contract.

The forward-looking market indicator fell for
the fourth consecutive month in September,
dropping by 10.9 percent.
Meanwhile, sales of new single-family
homes in the same month fell by 10.9 percent to a seasonally adjusted annual rate of
603,000 units, according to Census Bureau
data.
Yet the latest rate hike may not drastically
change growing interest rates, as they are
already included in many predictions, Lawrence Yun, chief economist for the National
Association of Realtors said in a statement.
“Even with the Federal Reserve raising
its short-term fed funds rate by another large
amount, longer-term interest rates look to
move only slightly. The mortgage market
has already priced in the latest Fed move,”
Yun said.

Mortgage Rates
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Five things to know about daylight saving time
The practice has a complicated history and an uncertain future.
By Alejandra O’Connell-Domenech
The Hill
The nation turned its clocks back an hour
at 2 a.m. on Sunday to mark the shift from
daylight saving time to standard time for
another year.
Few complained about getting an extra
hour of sleep on a November Sunday, but
even fewer likely are looking forward to losing an hour when clocks are moved forward
again in the spring on March 12.
Here are five things to know about the
practice.
It wasn’t started
because of farmers
Countries around the world move their
clocks forward during the summer months
to provide more daylight at night.
It effectively means the sun comes up a
little later under daylight saving time and also
goes down a little later at night than it would
under standard time.
Many believe that daylight saving time
was created to help farmers. In fact, farmers
initially hated the idea and fought against it
for years.
In the late 1700s, Benjamin Franklin
posed the idea as a way for the French to
save money on candles and oil in a letter to
the editor of the Journal of Paris.
The exact person who came up with
daylight saving is still up for debate, but the
practice is often credited to a New Zealand
entomologist and artist named George Vernon
Hudson, who presented a paper on the idea
in 1895.

By Mychael Schnell
The Hill
Time is running out for the House to pass
legislation that would make daylight saving
time permanent in the U.S., after the Senate
shocked the nation earlier this year and unanimously approved the measure.
The bill, titled the Sunshine Protection
Act, skated under the radar for months following Senate passage, but it is back in the
spotlight this weekend as Americans prepare
to “fall back” and change their clocks to
standard time until March, taking an hour of
daylight away from winter mornings.
Lawmakers have just 17 legislative
days — the period known as the lame-duck
session — remaining to pass the bill and
send it to President Biden’s desk before the
current Congress comes to a close, and both
chambers are forced to reset the clock and
reconsider the controversial change.
But the likelihood of lawmakers pushing
the bill over the finish line in the final stretch
is dimming.
“I wouldn’t expect it to happen this time,”
Rep. Kewisi Mfume (D-Md.), who is in the
process of becoming a co-sponsor of the
bill, told The Hill. “My gut sense tells me
that there are going to be a number of other
things that happen, depending on which party
dominates the election.”
The Senate sent shockwaves throughout
the country in March when the chamber
approved the Sunshine Protection Act by
unanimous consent, a fast-track procedure
that allows bills to pass if all members are on
board and no objections are made. Buzzfeed
News, however, reported that some Senators
were surprised to learn that the measure had
passed through the special process.
The legislation, which has bipartisan sponsorship in both chambers, would do away
with the biannual changing of the clocks and
make daylight saving time the law of the land
all year round.
Under current regulations, the sun is
scheduled to rise in New York at 7:16 a.m.
on Dec. 21, the winter solstice, which is the
shortest day of the year. But under the Sunshine Protection Act, New Yorkers would see
the sun rise at 8:16 a.m. that day.
The sunset would also be kicked back.
Empire State residents are scheduled to see
the sunset at 4:31 p.m. on Dec. 31. With the
Sunshine Protection Act, however, sunset
would be pushed back to 5:31 p.m.
Americans are overwhelmingly in favor
of ditching the ritual of changing the clocks.
A Monmouth University poll conducted in
March found that 61 percent of respondents
want to do away with the practice, while
31 percent are in favor of maintaining the

Daylight saving was first used
globally during World War 1
Daylight saving time did not take off until
the early 20th century, when the Germans
picked up the practice in 1916 to save on coal
during World War 1.
The British followed the Germans’ example just a few days later, and most of the rest
of Europe soon followed suit.
There wasn’t a push for the use of daylight
saving time in the U.S. until 1917, when
stockbrokers and manufacturers campaigned
for Americans to adopt the practice, according to The Washington Post.
Even back then, the concept was divisive.
The agricultural industry actually lobbied
against legislation that would allow the practice of daylight saving in 1918, along with
rail workers who feared the practice would
increase the risk of accidents on single-track
railways.
Eventually, daylight saving time was
adopted on the national level the following
year when the Standard Time Act was signed

into law.
But the adoption was short lived. The part
of the law about daylight saving time was
repealed a year later, and the practice wasn’t
adopted again until former President Franklin
D. Roosevelt reinstated it during World War
II in order to conserve fuel.
Farmers were able stop the national use
of daylight saving time until 1966 when the
Uniform Time Act was enacted by former
President Lyndon Johnson.
Whether it works or
not is up for debate
The jury is still out on whether daylight
saving time conserves energy.
The first study looking at the issue was
conducted by the U.S. Department of Transportation in 1975. It found the use of daylight
saving time decreased national electricity usage by 1 percent compared to standard time.
In 2007, then-President George W. Bush
extended the start and end time of daylight
saving time by amending the Uniform Time
Act to change the date when Americans push
their clocks back from April to March.
A report issued by the Department of Energy the following year found that the change
reduced the country’s electricity usage by 0.5
percent a day.
About a decade later, an analysis of 44
papers on the efficacy of daylight saving
found that overall, the practice saved 0.34
percent of electricity use.
The analysis also found that the practice
was more likely to help places farther from
the equator save energy, while it caused places close to the equator to use more energy.

Two states don’t have
daylight saving time
Hawaii and most of Arizona do not follow
daylight saving time.
Hawaii opted out of this part of the
Uniform Time Act in 1967 because of its
proximity to the equator, which means the
sun rises and sets around the same time every
day, all year round.
Arizona decided to stop observing daylight saving time a year after Hawaii so
that residents wouldn’t lose an hour in the
morning, when the temperatures in the state
are more manageable during the hottest time
of year.
Several U.S. territories, including Puerto
Rico, Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands,
the U.S Virgin Islands and American Samoa
do not follow daylight saving time, either.
Daylight saving time could come to
an end. But it’s up to the House
In March, the Senate passed the Sunshine
Protection Act, which would make daylight
saving time permanent. If that bill became
law, it would end the practice of going back
and forth between daylight saving time and
standard time. Under the bill, daylight saving
time would become permanent in every state
except for Hawaii and most of Arizona, which
don’t practice it anyway. But it’s unclear what
will become of the legislation since the bill
has stalled in the House.
If the House doesn’t take action before the
end of the year, the legislative process would
need to begin again with the next Congress.
This means both the Senate and House would
have to pass a new piece of legislation.

status quo.
But there are disagreements about deciding what the law of the land should be:
daylight saving time or standard time. That,
in part, is holding the House back from advancing the Sunshine Protection Act.
“We haven’t been able to find consensus
in the House on this yet,” Rep. Frank Pallone
Jr. (D-N.J.), the chairman of the Energy and
Commerce Committee, told The Hill in a
statement.
“There are a broad variety of opinions
about whether to keep the status quo, to move
to a permanent time, and if so, what time that
should be. These opinions don’t break down
by party, but instead by region,” he added.
Forty-four percent of respondents in the
Monmouth University poll said they would
prefer year-round daylight saving time, compared to 13 percent who favor standard time.
“I have received calls from constituents
who prefer permanent standard time because
they have safety concerns for children who
have to wait too long in the dark during
winter for the school bus, and I have heard
from constituents and businesses who prefer
permanent daylight saving time because they
prefer longer daylight hours,” Rep. Jan Schakowsky (D-Ill.), who chairs the Energy and
Commerce subcommittee that held a hearing
on daylight saving time in February, told The
Hill in a statement.
A congressional aide working on the issue
told The Hill that there are “so many different
interests” clocking in their opinions, making
it more difficult to reach a consensus.
The Orthodox Jewish community, for
example, “wants to make sure they’re able to
get in their morning prayer and then still be
able to get to work in reasonable time,” while
some businesses “want to make sure that their
customers can enjoy the evening hours in the

daylight on a patio,” the aide, who requested
anonymity to discuss the deliberations, said.
“So it’s really all different interests,” the
aide added. “It’s everyday people sharing
what their quality of life would be like depending on which way this ruling goes.”
“The Energy and Commerce Committee, which has jurisdiction over time, is
continuing to review and solicit feedback
from Americans and stakeholders about
making daylight saving time permanent,”
a spokesperson for Rep. Cathy McMorris
Rodgers (Wash.), the top Republican on
the committee, told The Hill in a statement.
“Leader Rodgers hopes that bipartisan work
will continue.”
In the past half-decade, at least 19 states
have passed legislation or approved resolutions that would make daylight saving time
the norm all year round, according to the
National Conference of State Legislatures.
Those measures, however, cannot be enacted
because federal law does not mandate permanent daylight saving time.
Hawaii and Arizona only observe standard
time. Last month, Mexico’s Senate voted to
eliminate daylight saving time for the majority of the country, nixing the practice of
changing the clocks twice a year. Mexican
President Andrés Manuel López Obrador is
expected to sign the measure.
Pallone, however, is hesitant to make
the hasty change, despite its national and
international support and campaigns from
the longtime lobbying effort — which is
championed by business groups, including
golf organizations. He pointed to the episode
nearly 50 years ago when the U.S. temporarily took away daylight saving time.
“We don’t want to make a hasty change
and then have it reversed several years later
after public opinion turns against it — which

is exactly what happened in the early 1970s,”
the chairman said.
In 1974, former President Nixon signed a
bill to make daylight saving time permanent
for two years in an effort to combat the gas
shortage. The move, however, was so disliked
by the public that nine months later, former
President Ford enacted legislation that restored the twice-a-year tradition.
Almost a half-decade later, with the bill
through one chamber, key lawmakers are advocating for the change to get another chance.
“We need a uniform approach, I think, in
my opinion, which is why I support the bill
to do away with it,” Mfume said.
Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.), the sponsor of
the Senate version of the bill, called ending
the ritual of changing the clocks “a commonsense issue.”
“States all around the country are passing
laws to make DST permanent, but Washington, D.C. needs to act. I don’t know why the
House refuses to pass this bill — it seems like
they are rarely in session — but I will keep
pushing to make this a reality,” he added,
making a dig at the other chamber.
Congressman Don Bacon (R-Neb.), a
co-sponsor of the House bill, said the legislation is “low-hanging fruit for both sides.”
“I think it’s a popular bill and I hope in the
lame-duck session [the] Speaker will bring it
forward,” he added.
What the new status quo would become
remains unknown. And key players are keenly aware that regardless of which decision the
chamber makes, some individuals will be in
store for a cranky wake-up call.
“Half the country is going to be upset no
matter which way we go on this issue,” the
aide said. “And so we’re really trying to reach
a consensus, but I can tell you those talks are
still ongoing as we speak right now.”

Time running out for House to pass
the permanent daylight saving bill

Push to end Daylight Saving Time

(Continued from Page 10)
by the House. States that currently operate on
ST would not be required to switch to DST
under the law.
Similar efforts have been made at the
local level. In the past five years, 19 states
have enacted legislation or passed resolutions
to adopt year-round DST should Congress
permit the change.
The efforts follow a trial period in the
1970s when the United States briefly implemented permanent DST. The country was in
the midst of an energy crisis, and lawmakers
anticipated more evening light would reduce

excess fuel consumption for heating and light.
However, it was unpopular among the American public and ended just 10 months later.
In the years since, studies have pointed
to additional benefits of more sunlight in the
evening, ranging from economic growth to
crime reduction.
One study carried out by JP Morgan Chase
and Company in 2016 found “card spending
in Los Angeles experienced a relative increase of 0.9 percent in the 30 days following
the start of DST, and experienced a relative
decline of 3.5 percent in the 30 days following the end of DST,” leading authors to con-

clude DST could boost consumer spending.
“It is plausible that cities that utilize DST
may see some benefit from the perspective
of public safety,” authors added.
An additional report from 2015 revealed
robberies fell an average of 7 percent for the
entire day when clocks “sprang forward” to
DST, “with a much larger 27 percent drop
during the evening hour that gained some
extra sunlight,” authors wrote.
While promoting the bill on the senate
floor, Rubio highlighted how permanent DST
could lead more kids to be active outdoors
“We’re a country [in which] we des-

perately want our kids to be outside, to be
playing, to be doing sports, not just to be
sitting in front of a TV or a computer terminal
or playing video games all day. And it gets
really tough, in many parts of the country, to
be able to do that,” Rubio said.
“If you look at the way we live in this
country, you want to have the ability to spend
more time in the evenings outdoors. Not just
to enjoy the outdoors, but to make sporting
and outdoor activities available for people at
a time when, frankly, we’re losing an hour, an
hour-and-a-half in some parts of the country,
because of [the time change].”
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Elon Musk named sole director
of Twitter, dissolves its board
By Rebecca Klar
The Hill
Elon Musk has been named sole director
of Twitter, dissolving the board in place before he completed his $44 billion acquisition
of the company, the social media platform
said in a securities filing last Monday.
Musk became the sole director of the
company “in accordance with the terms of
the Merger Agreement,” the company told
the Securities and Exchange Commission.
Twitter’s board members Bret Taylor,
Parag Agrawal, Omid Kordestani, David
Rosenblatt, Martha Lane Fox, Patrick
Pichette, Egon Durban, Fei-Fei Li and Mimi
Alemayehou will no longer serve on the

board, the company said.
The disbanding of the board is among the
string of changes the billionaire Tesla and
SpaceX CEO put in place after assuming
ownership of the company last week, concluding a six-month process.
After the acquisition, Musk also reportedly let go of some of the company’s top
executives, including Chief Executive Officer
Agrawal, Chief Financial Officer Ned Segal
and Vijaya Gadde, the head of legal policy.
Musk’s ownership triggered concerns
from critics that he will peel back content
moderation policies in a way that will lead
to more hate speech and misinformation on
the platform.

The Washington Post reported Friday that
racist and antisemitic tweets spread quickly
on Twitter after Musk’s takeover.
Musk may also allow users who have had
accounts banned in the past, including former
President Trump, back on the platform.
On Friday, Musk said he is planning to
create a “content moderation council with
widely diverse viewpoints,” and that “no
major content decisions,” including about
reinstating accounts, will happen before the
council convenes.
Musk is also reportedly planning to start
charging users $8 per month to have a verified account.

number of individuals who have made
valuable contributions to Twitter, but this
action is unfortunately necessary to ensure

the company’s success moving forward,”
read the email.
Musk said on Friday that Twitter is experiencing a “massive drop in revenue” following
his takeover, which he attributed to organizations pressuring advertisers to cut ties with
the company in anticipation of changes to the
platform’s community guidelines.
“Twitter has had a massive drop in revenue, due to activist groups pressuring advertisers, even though nothing has changed with
content moderation and we did everything we
could to appease the activists,” wrote Musk.
A coalition of civil society organizations
addressed a letter on Tuesday to the top 20
advertisers on Twitter urging them to suspend
their partnerships with the company if Musk,
a self-avowed “free speech absolutist,” fails
to enforce the current guidelines surrounding
hate speech.

“This helps lower the visibility of scams,
spam, and bots,” explained Twitter of the
priority ranking. The company described

Twitter Blue subscribers as contributing to
its “battle against the bots.”
Twitter Blue with verification is available
in the U.S., Canada, Australia, New Zealand
and the U.K. as of Saturday.
Twitter chief Elon Musk confirmed in a
tweet that the service would later be opened
up in other countries.
“As soon as we confirm it’s working well
in the initial set of countries and we have the
translation work done, it will roll out worldwide,” he wrote in response to a request to
expand Twitter Blue internationally.
Musk’s decision to have users pay for
verification has attracted criticism.
Following initial reports that he intended
to charge verified users to keep the status,
several prominent figures currently verified
on the platform — including author Stephen
King and actress Lynda Carter — pushed
back on the plans. Experts have also raised
concerns that the change could make it harder
to confirm which accounts are legitimate,
potentially undermining credibility on the
platform.

Adjustments prevent
“bracket creep”
If marginal tax rates were left alone each
year, experts say that inflation, which the Federal Reserve tries to keep around 2 percent
in normal conditions, would cause people’s
taxes to increase unfairly in what the Beltway
set terms “bracket creep.”
That’s because the U.S. has a progressive
income tax, which ranges from 12 percent
on the low end of the spectrum to 35 percent
on the high end. With inflation shrinking
the value of the dollar within the domestic
economy, incomes would naturally slide into
a higher tax bracket and receive a higher tax
rate even though personal income hasn’t
actually increased.
An example provided by the Tax Foundation, a Washington think tank, illustrates
this point:
“Imagine Beth has an annual income of
$50,000 in 2000 and that her income grows
to $75,000 by 2020. One might point out that
Beth’s salary grew by 50 percent in nominal

terms. However, the cumulative rate of inflation between 2000 and 2020 was about
50 percent. That means Beth’s higher 2020
salary actually buys her the same amount
of goods and services in today’s economy.
In other words, her purchasing power has
stayed the same.”
Yanking up tax brackets every year prevents both the “inherent unfairness of paying a higher rate when you’re actually just
breaking even and the government essentially
raising taxes without explicitly saying that’s
what they’re doing,” McClelland said.
Wages in the U.S. aren’t adjusted
to keep up with inflation
Though tax brackets and some deductions
are indexed to inflation, wages in the U.S. are
not, meaning that employers in the U.S. are
not required to offer a cost-of-living adjustment commensurate with the rising price of
goods and services, though some labor unions
may stipulate this in contracts with managers,
experts say.
That means wages and salaries do not
increase at the same rate that inflation does.
In fact, inflation has actually outpaced wage
growth over the last year, leading to a decline
of 3 percent in real wages and perhaps taking
some of the momentum out of bracket creep.
However, this lag doesn’t matter for tax
adjustments, which are chained to a particular calculation of the consumer price index
(CPI) known as the chained CPI. The chained
CPI differs from other versions by taking
into account the extent to which consumers
switch between comparable goods to avoid
rising prices.
Experts say that offering automatic wage
adjustments for inflation would have a hard
time becoming a law in the current political
environment.
(See IRS Tax Changes, Page 13)

Musk defends Twitter layoffs, says
company losing over $4M per day
By Chloe Folmar
The Hill
Twitter chief Elon Musk defended his
choice to cut half of the company’s workforce
on Friday, saying that his newly acquired
business is losing large sums of money fast.
“Regarding Twitter’s reduction in force,
unfortunately there is no choice when the
company is losing over $4M/day,” Musk
wrote on Friday evening.
Musk officially closed his $44 billion
deal to acquire Twitter late last month, and
afterward, he quickly fired several of the
company’s top executives. The SpaceX and
Tesla CEO also dissolved Twitter’s board of
directors, appointing himself as CEO of the
company.
Twitter sent an email to its employees on
Thursday preparing them for the personnel
cuts, writing that its leadership planned to

begin the “difficult process of reducing our
global workforce on Friday.”
“We recognize that this will impact a

Twitter launches $8 per month subscription
service including verification checkmark
By Chloe Folmar
The Hill
Twitter launched its updated subscription
service on Saturday, charging $7.99/month
for a verification checkmark and other features.
“Starting today, we’re adding great new
features to Twitter Blue, and have more on
the way soon,” the company announced on
its app’s page in the Apple app store.
Twitter said users who sign up will acquire
the “blue checkmark” used to visibly verify
users on the platform, describing the feature’s
inclusion in the service as giving “power to
the people.”
“Your account will get a blue checkmark,
just like the celebrities, companies, and politicians you already follow,” the company
wrote.
It also listed several features that are
“coming soon” to the subscription service.
Twitter Blue members will see half the
advertisements that non-paying Twitter users
see, and the ads will be “twice as relevant,”
according to the social media platform.

Members will also be able to post longer
videos to the site and get “priority ranking”
in replies, mentions and search.

Five things to know about the IRS’s changes to next year’s taxes

By Tobias Burns
The Hill
The IRS announced last Tuesday inflation
adjustments for more than 60 tax provisions
for tax year 2023, including the standard tax
deduction and the designation of tax brackets, both of which affect the vast majority of
taxpayers.
These tax adjustments happen every year,
but since inflation is at a nearly 40-year high
of 8.2 percent, next year’s adjustments will
be particularly noticeable.
The standard deduction for single taxpayers will rise 6.94 percent for 2023 to
$13,850. That’s an extra $900 in tax-free
income, more than double the adjustment for
2022, which was a 3.19 percent increase for
a total of $400.
Tax brackets will also shift upward. The
12 percent tax bracket for 2023, which is the
most common and accounted for more than a
third of all tax returns in 2019 at 53 million
total filings, now applies to income between
$11,000 and $44,725. That’s an upward shift
of just over 7 percent, compared to an upward
shift of about 3.2 percent the year prior.
The adjustments follow last week’s announcement of an 8.7 percent increase in
Social Security payments — the biggest shift
in decades set to take effect next year.
Here are five things to know about the
inflation adjustments for 2023 taxes.
The changes allow taxpayers
to break even
Just like the Social Security cost-of-living
adjustment (COLA), which will provide an
extra $140 a month to recipients on average,
the extra money resulting from the tax code
adjustments really isn’t extra money. It just
allows taxpayers to break even, remaining
where they were the year prior for the purposes of classification by the IRS.

That’s due to inflation, which makes everything more expensive, including wages
paid to workers. Average hourly wages are
up 5 percent since last year to $32.46 an
hour from $30.92, though they’ve been rising
less quickly than prices in general for a net
devaluation of 3 percent.
Inflation is showing little sign of slowing
down, as it’s now been above 8 percent for
seven months in a row. Core inflation, which
is prices minus the volatile categories of energy and food, rose 6.6 percent in September
on an annual basis. That number was the
same in August.
“Ideally inflation is very low and the
adjustments are low,” Robert McClelland,
a former employee of the Bureau of Labor
Statistics, said in an interview with The Hill.
“But these adjustments make sure that people
can break even.”
“People are trying to say that these things
are moving up a lot so you’ll keep more of
your own money, but in real terms, you’re
just breaking even,” he said.
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Debt ceiling showdowns are ready
for comeback with GOP majority
By Emily Brooks
The Hill
House Republicans are looking
to use a vote on raising the debt
ceiling, a must-pass measure to
avoid stark economic consequences
and damaging credit of the United
States, to get concessions on spending cuts if they win control of the
chamber in the midterm elections.
The federal government is expected to reach the $31.4 trillion
debt limit, last increased in 2021,
sometime in 2023. House Minority
Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.),
who is likely to become Speaker
should the GOP take the lower
chamber in November, is preparing
for a battle with the Biden administration over curbing spending
as a condition for a debt ceiling
increase.
“We’ll provide you more money,
but you got to change your current
behavior. We’re not just going to
keep lifting your credit card limit,
right?” McCarthy told Punchbowl
News in an interview last week.
Republicans have long sought
spending concessions in exchange
for voting to raise the debt limit or
tried to force Democrats to raise the
limit without help from the GOP.
But Democrats have criticized the
GOP for these efforts, noting that
they voted to raise the debt ceiling
under former President Trump.
While the U.S. has never defaulted on its obligations, it is a
scenario that economists say could
result in economic turmoil. But
the standoffs alone have triggered

House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.) addresses reporters
during a press event on Thursday, September 29, 2022 to discuss House
Republican’s ‘Commitment to America’ plan.
nervousness on Wall Street and in Committee, noted figures from the
the business community. During a Congressional Budget Office showdebt ceiling standoff in 2011, credit ing spending growing by $10 trilrating agency S&P downgraded its lion during Biden’s presidency. An
rating for the U.S. for the first time. increase to the debt limit has been
“I’m pretty sure Republican vot- tied to demands to cut spending in
ers don’t want their new majority to Washington in the past, he said.
be shy about using leverage against
“The American people expect
Democrats,” said Rep. Dan Bishop Congress to use every tool at its
(R-N.C.), a member of the hard- disposal to combat rising prices,
line conservative House Freedom to strengthen our economy, to seCaucus.
cure our border, to bring down the
That sentiment extends across cost of energy, to fix our supply
the House GOP conference.
chains, and to right size the federal
“We will make sure the federal government, and the debt ceiling
government pays its debts, but we absolutely is one of those tools,”
will use the debt ceiling as it was Smith said in a statement.
intended — a lever to address our
Both Adrian and Jason Smith
deficit and debt,” said Rep. Adrian are vying to lead Republicans on
Smith (R-Neb.).
the powerful Ways and Means
Rep. Jason Smith (R-Mo.), rank- Committee next year.
ing member on the House Budget
Exactly what spending Repub-

licans would put on the chopping
block in a future debt ceiling fight
is not set in stone, but likely targets
include spending key to President
Biden’s domestic agenda passed in
the last year.
Bishop pointed to reversing
Biden’s cancellation of student
debt, cutting a boost to IRS enforcement funding, and a $20,600
State Department grant to a cultural
center in Ecuador that would reportedly fund a drag show performance.
Democrats in midterm campaign
messaging have warned that Republicans would use a debt ceiling
fight to cut Social Security and
Medicare. They point to comments
from some members of the GOP
and proposals in a model federal
budget from the Republican Study
Committee, the largest conservative
caucus in the House, that included
gradually raising the Social Security eligibility age.
Biden repeated those warnings
on Friday.
“I will not yield,” Biden said, on
a future debt limit fight. “I will not
cut Social Security. I will not cut
Medicare.”
When asked whether entitlement
programs would be part of debt
ceiling negotiations, McCarthy told
Punchbowl News that he would not
“predetermine” anything. But the
next day on MSNBC, McCarthy appeared to walk back his comments
linking entitlements to entitlement
reform.
“The only people talking about
cutting Social Security and Medi-

care right now are the Democrats
using it as a scare tactic because
they can’t defend their failed economic policies,” said Rep. Adrian
Smith.
Rep. Jim Banks (R-Ind.), chairman of the Republican Study
Committee and a contender for
House GOP whip if Republicans
win, said at a CBS News event on
Wednesday that the debt ceiling
could be used to call for spending
caps, balanced budgets, or to cut
discretionary spending — actions
that would not include Social Security and Medicare.
In the midst of a dispute over
raising the debt ceiling last year,
Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen
suggested abolishing the federal
debt limit, calling it ”very destructive” to the credit of the U.S.
Rep. Brendan Boyle (D-Pa.) led
a letter to House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) and Senate Majority
Leader Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.)
asking for action on legislation
to do just that, Punchbowl News
reported on Friday.
But Biden on Friday said it
would be “irresponsible” to eliminate the debt ceiling.
Democrats could avoid a debt
limit standoff by increasing the
limit after the midterms and before
the end of the year.
With a looming government
funding deadline in mid-December,
however, Democratic leaders may
decide there isn’t enough time on
the schedule for an early debt ceiling fight.

new houses sold last month was
$470,600, while the average sales
price was $517,700.
The increasing mortgage rates
have resulted in an overall drop in
demand — fueled by plummeting
new home sales — and record price
deceleration.
Further, the number of homes
under contract fell for the fourth
straight month, a further sign of a
significant contraction.
“Until this month, the pullback
in the housing market could be
described as something of a return
to pre-pandemic conditions before
sub-3 percent mortgage rates ignited a homebuying frenzy in 2020
and 2021,” Redfin Deputy Chief
Economist Taylor Marr wrote in an
analysis on Thursday.
“But now both mortgage purchase applications and pending

sales are below 2018 levels. A fouryear setback is a serious correction.
With mortgage rates still elevated,
we are in for further sales declines,
but those should eventually bring
price relief to those who need to
move this winter,” Marr added.
Yet even amid the slowdown,
experts say the housing market and
the larger economy are markedly
different from the 2008 financial
crisis, when the housing bubble
burst.
“At that time there was a glut of
housing inventory. Overbuilding
had taken place — too much home
construction relative to household
formations,” Robert Dietz, chief
economist for the National Association of Homebuilders, told The Hill.
“You had a lot of risky mortgage
underwriting that put us in a position that when home price declines
occurred and then ultimately combined with a rising unemployment
rate [there were] lots of underwater
mortgages and rising foreclosure
rates, and it took some time for
the housing glut to be reduced,”
Dietz said.
The housing glut was followed
by close to a decade of underbuilding that contributed to a shortage of
at least 1 million homes today. This
was exacerbated by millennials
coming of age near the end of this

period of underproduction.
Millennials’ ongoing needs
could also put a floor on prices,
Yelena Maleyev, an economist with
KPMG Economics, told The Hill.
“Millennials are going to continue aging into their prime home
buying years. We’ve had household
formation outpacing new building
for many years now,” Maleyev said.
“And so, this undersupply is still
going to provide a bit of a floor on
how low you can possibly go because even at a 7 percent mortgage
rate, people still might need to
move. There are life triggers that
cause people to need to buy a house
even if they don’t necessarily want
to,” Maleyev added.
There are also major differences
in lending standards today compared to the lead-up to the financial
crisis. Previous practices enabled
buyers to easily qualify for loans
even if they did not have a supporting income, Jason Sharon, mortgage broker and owner of Home
Loans Inc., explained to The Hill.
But now standards have changed,
especially after the passing of the
consumer protection legislation
known as the Dodd Frank Act,
named after former lawmakers and
bill sponsors Sen. Christopher J.
Dodd (D-Conn.), and Rep. Barney
Frank (D-Mass.).

Is the US headed toward a housing crash?

By Adam Barnes
The Hill
Sharply rising mortgage rates, a
steep decline in home sales and a
record price slowdown have raised
concerns that the housing market
could crash.
The mortgage rate reached
over 7 percent this week, the first
time in almost two decades that
rates climbed that high. U.S. home
prices saw a record slowdown in
August, falling by 2.6 percent, and
new home sales fell 11 percent
in September, according to data
released by the Census Bureau on
Wednesday.
But experts argue these market
trends are a symptom of a correction after two years of massive
growth and several key elements
present during the 2008 housing
crash are missing in today’s current
economic climate.
The start of the pandemic saw
efforts by the Federal Reserve and
Congress to stimulate the economy. The central bank dropped
interest rates to near-zero levels
and lawmakers passed rounds of
COVID-19 relief for individual
Americans to get by and small
businesses to keep employees on
the payroll.
Amid economic strife, the housing market boomed because of

extremely low mortgage rates, intense competition bolstered by low
inventory and remote work options,
and soaring home prices.
But since March, the Federal
Reserve has instituted a series of
interest rate hikes in order to rein
in sky-high inflation that has persistently hovered around 8 percent
for months.
As a result of the central bank’s
efforts, mortgage rates have skyrocketed, topping 7 percent for the
first time since 2002 this week.
Mortgage rates could climb further
as the Federal Reserve continues
to fight inflation and raise interest
rates.
This has made it more difficult
for buyers to afford monthly payments while listing prices remain
high.
The median sales price of

IRS unveils record contribution levels
for the 401(k) plans to meet inflation

By Karl Evers-Hillstrom
The Hill
The IRS on Friday raised contribution
limits for tax-advantaged retirement accounts
to adjust for soaring inflation.
In 2023, individuals will be able to contribute $22,500 to their 401(k), 403(b) and
related retirement accounts, up from $20,500
this year. Those who are 50 and older can give
$30,000, a year-over-year increase of $7,500.
The IRS also increased the contribution
limit for individual retirement accounts
(IRAs) and Roth IRAs. Individuals will be
able to put $6,500 toward those accounts next
year, an increase of $500.
To contribute to a Roth IRA, an individuals’ adjusted gross income must be below

IRS Tax Changes

(Continued from Page 12)
“To mandate that across industries and
businesses, I imagine that’s something that
would be pretty difficult to get Congress on
board with,” Alex Durante of the Tax Foundation said in an interview. “Even indexing
minimum wages to inflation, there seems to
be disagreement among policymakers.”
Tax credits for the rich
are adjusted upward
Tax credits affecting wealthy people are
also receiving upward adjustments.
The foreign earned income exclusion is

increasing to $120,000, up from $112,000
for tax year 2022. Median U.S. income is
about $30,000.
For people who can afford to spend thousands of dollars a year on gifts, the gift tax
exclusion will go up 6.25 percent to $17,000
for 2023, up from $16,000 in 2021.
And for the super wealthy, the estate tax
for people who die in 2023 will have a basic
exclusion amount of $12,920,000, up from a
total of $12,060,000 for estates of people who
died in 2022. That means almost $13 million
of intergenerational wealth will go untaxed

$153,000, up from $144,000 this year. The income limit for joint filers rose from $214,000
to $228,000.
The cost-of-living adjustment for retirement accounts comes after consumer prices
rose 8.2 percent over the last year ending in
September, driven by higher costs for food
and rent.
The IRS this week also announced a larger
standard deduction and more generous tax
brackets for the 2023 tax year.
Social Security payments rose 8.7 percent
to account for rising prices, the Social Security Administration announced last week.
Red-hot inflation and a looming economic
slowdown pose a unique challenge for older
Americans.

by the government.
Only 20,876 people filed tax returns in
2019 worth more than $10 million, according to Treasury Department figures. That’s
0.0063 percent of the population.
The earned income tax credit, which helps
lower-income Americans, is rising to $7,430
from $6,935.
Not every tax credit
will be revised upward
While the refundable portion of the child
tax credit, which has been hailed as one of
the most significant poverty reducers in U.S.

tax policy, is being adjusted upward for inflation by 6.67 percent, the maximum credit
of $2,000 will stay the same.
Thresholds for the net investment income
tax originally passed as part of the Affordable
Care Act will stay the same, as they have
since 2010.
The personal exemption for tax year 2023
remains at zero, the same as 2022.
The IRS still has to release some adjustments for next year, including how much
money is allowed to go into pretax contributions to 401(k) plans.
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POLITICAL ANALYSIS

What should become of the FBI?
By Kevin R. Brock
Current polls show a growing
mistrust of the FBI among nearly
half of America due to a spate of
investigative activities that appear
politically one-sided. Some pundits
and politicians have piled on with
invidious characterizations of the
entire bureau as “fascist,” “Gestapo-like,” “thoroughly corrupt,” and
a tool of the Democratic Party that
should be completely disbanded.
While the hyperbole is not
helpful, the public’s frustration is
certainly understandable following
disclosures by special counsel John
Durham of abuses stemming from
the Crossfire Hurricane investigation, the shocking search of a former Republican president’s home
over a document dispute, the highly
tactical home arrests of pro-life
protesters and other conservatives,
and the unjustified early morning
search of journalists’ homes for
the politically embarrassing diary
of President Biden’s daughter — to
name just a few.
A prominent over-rotation proposal fronted by some in the media
and on Capitol Hill is the complete
dissolution of the FBI and distribu-

tion of its mission to other federal
law enforcement agencies. This is
a feel-good sound bite, but it will
never happen. It is irresponsible to
feed it as a possibility to that half
of the country that traditionally
admired the FBI but now is deeply
concerned. Here’s why.
Keep in mind that 99 percent of
the FBI had no involvement in any
of the troubling investigations and
actions listed above. The majority
go about their daily business working the kinds of cases we would

want them to. If whistleblower and
other anecdotal reporting is to be
believed, there is significant concern among current and retired FBI
agents that some in the bureau are
unduly cooperating with abusive
Department of Justice (DOJ) political agendas. The responsibility
for the present erosion of trust in
the FBI by millions in this country
lies at the feet of a very few.
Second, parceling out the FBI’s
investigative and intelligence jurisdictions to other agencies is

immensely impractical. These
agencies are small compared to
the FBI, are single threaded in their
missions, and would be years if not
decades away from being able to
absorb authorities with which they
have no experience or training.
Some have suggested simply
reconstituting the FBI under a different name. This makes no sense.
Like it or not, the FBI is a brand cultivated over a century, generating
deep cooperation domestically and
around the world that helps solve
tough cases and save lives. The FBI,
because it’s the FBI, is still attractive to tens of thousands of good
candidates for very few positions
every year. Effective reforms that
don’t blow up the positive effects
of the FBI are possible.
What is clear is that some type of
prudent reform mitigating concerns
that the FBI can be manipulated
politically is in order. A historical
perspective may be useful.
Eighty percent of Americans
were not born or are too young to
remember the last time the FBI
came under intense fire for politically motivated investigations that
were found to be constitutionally

out of bounds. These investigations came to a head in the 1960s
and early ‘70s under the Kennedy/
Johnson/Nixon administrations.
At that time, the executive branch
launched intelligence investigations
and operations with little constraint.
As a result, wiretaps ordered by
the DOJ of Martin Luther King Jr.
came to light, as well as surveillance and undercover penetration
of anti-Vietnam War and civil
rights protest groups. Protections
guaranteed by the First and Fourth
Amendments were abused. And
it wasn’t just the FBI that drew
attention as it was revealed that
the CIA was attempting sanctioned
assassinations overseas, the National Security Agency (NSA) was
routinely listening in on American
conversations, and the IRS was
casually sharing taxpayer records of
perceived administration enemies.
In 1975, a bipartisan special
Senate committee colloquially
known as the “Church Committee“ was formed and subsequently
exposed all these adventurous
executive branch excesses. Arising
from that were a number of reforms
(See Brock, Page 15)

America First policies will revitalize our economy
By Michael Faulkender
Before the arrival of the COVID-19
pandemic, Americans were experiencing
the strongest economy in a generation that
was showing no signs of letting up. After
several years of slow recovery following the
2007-09 financial crisis, Americans during
the 2017-19 period experienced an uptick
in economic growth and a turnaround in the
labor market, with workers coming off the
sidelines in response to rising wages and
robust job opportunities.
The period of economic vitality from
2017 until the pandemic was no mere happenstance, nor was it the vestige of policies
undertaken by the Obama administration.
Many may not remember that the economic
expansion was noticeably slowing in 2016,
registering less than 1.4 percent growth
between mid-2015 and mid-2016. Some
wondered at the time whether we were on
the verge of recession. It took a bold change
in policy vision from 2017—2019 to help
engineer the sharp turnaround in economic
fortunes that ensued. In particular, the hotbut-not-overheating economy during those
years was the product of America First and
pro-growth policies that emphasized reducing
burdensome regulations, achieving energy
independence by removing barriers to energy
production, reforming the tax code to make
America globally competitive, promoting
work, providing tax relief to hardworking
Americans, and trade policies that encouraged domestic production and defended
American workers against unfair practices
abroad.
The data speaks for itself. Our nation’s
output grew at an average annual rate of 2.6
percent from 2017 to 2019; the unemployment rate fell to 3.5 percent, with prime-age
labor force participation on the rise following
years of declines, record low poverty. The

COVID-19 pandemic interrupted this prosperity, with the economy contracting in the
first half of 2020. However, the economy experienced a record rebound in the second half
of the year, with GDP nearly back on track by
the end of 2020 and the unemployment rate
falling from 12.4 percent in April 2020 to just
6.4 percent in January 2021 and on its way
further down. Inflation, by the way, was still
below 2 percent in January 2021.
That was the economy the Biden administration inherited and then proceeded
to squander by enacting an inflationary,
anti-work, anti-energy agenda on the American people. On day one, President Biden
signed executive orders that implemented his
promise to “end fossil fuels.” He signed the
so-called “American Rescue Plan” that sent
another $1.9 trillion into an economy that was

already flush with cash and suffering supply
constraints. He pursued inflationary big
government socialism through the ironically
named Inflation Reduction Act.
Couple that with a tax and regulatory
environment that has curtailed domestic production and reckless spending that has created the highest debt-to-GDP ratio we have
seen since World War II, and we are seeing
prices rise at the fastest pace in 40 years. Big
government socialism always fails, and we
must once again put the American people at
the center of our economy.
That means returning power to the people.
From day one, newly elected leaders must:
—Unleash American energy. This is accomplished via permitting reform, increasing
drilling leases on federal lands, approving
pipelines, licensing new refineries, and elim-

inating regulations that seek to curtail energy
independence.
—Let the American people keep more of
their own money. Making the Tax Cuts and
Jobs Act permanent will provide much-needed certainty to businesses looking to invest
and should be the baseline for further
growth-enhancing tax reforms.
—Stop out-of-control spending. It is overspending that has caused both inflation and
federal debt to balloon — not insufficient tax
revenues, which are at record highs.
—Target government assistance to the
most vulnerable. Americans are compassionate people, but they also understand the value
of hard work and responsibility. Particularly
considering the ongoing worker shortage, we
must promote paychecks over government
checks by removing disincentives to work
for able-bodied, prime-age adults.
—Shift power back from Washington,
D.C., to Main Street. The Biden Administration has added 193 million hours of paperwork onto the American people. Nearly
100,000 full-time workers are needed to
comply with these additional bureaucratic
dictates — a burden that small businesses,
in particular, cannot bear.
By implementing these policies, we can
return to a confident, secure, and prosperous
America in which robust, private-sector-driven growth makes the greatest economy in the
world work for all Americans. Lower energy
prices, a growing economy, rising paychecks,
and a secure retirement are all again attainable if we return to the America First policies
that have already been shown to work. They
will work again.
Michael Faulkender is a senior fellow at
the America First Policy Institute and professor of finance at the University of Maryland.
Previously, he served as assistant Treasury
Secretary for economic policy (2019—21).

force outcomes of low-income people show
that many programs simply don’t produce
the hoped-for results. These include some
major federal anti-poverty initiatives such as
Head Start (a program providing preschool
education and other services to boost school
readiness of low-income children), Job Corps
(the nation’s largest residential career training
program for disadvantaged youth and young
adults), and Regular Upward Bound (a program to prepare disadvantaged high school
students to enroll in and complete college)
— all found to produce small or no lasting
improvements in participants’ lives.
But amidst the disappointing findings are
some exceptional programs that show real
success and, in doing so, illuminate a path to
true progress on American poverty.
For example, randomized trials show that
certain “sectoral” job training programs for
low-income workers — such as Per Scholas

and Year Up — that focus on fast-growing
industries and partner closely with local
employers increase long-term earnings by
a remarkable $5,000 to $8,000 per year.
Career Academies in high-poverty schools,
providing students with hands-on technical
and career training as part of a small learning
community, increase long-term earnings by
$3,000 per year. ASAP, a comprehensive
community college program that provides
academic, personal, and financial support
to low-income students, increases college
completion rates by 11 percentage points.
Breaking the poverty cycle, then, will
require more than simply expanding the
safety net or broadly increasing funding for
education, training, and similar programs
(many of which don’t work). It will require
smart spending on solutions that — like the
above examples — have been tested in the
real world and proven to produce important
gains in education, earnings and other life
outcomes for low-income people. Social
spending, in other words, must be based on
evidence about “what works.”
In 1964, President Johnson pledged that
”we are not content to accept the endless
growth of relief rolls” and declared that “our
American answer to poverty is … to help [the
poor] lift themselves out of poverty.” Let us
reaffirm this goal today and finally achieve
it through an evidence-based war on poverty.
*****
Jon Baron was a 2022 Democratic primary candidate for Maryland governor. Previously, he founded and ran the nonprofit Coalition for Evidence-Based Policy, chaired the
National Board for Education Sciences, and
served as Vice President of Evidence-Based
Policy at Arnold Ventures.

The good and bad news about declining US poverty rates
By Jon Baron
Recent news articles have heralded a
long-term decline in the U.S. poverty rate
to “the lowest level on record,” including
a “sharp“ “stunning“ drop in child poverty.
The articles cite progress on the Census Bureau’s broadest yardstick of poverty, known
as the Supplemental Poverty Measure, as a
triumph of public policy — an “example of
Washington succeeding at something big.”
A close look at the data, however, reveals
a more nuanced story. Almost all of the cited
progress on poverty stems from an increase in
government payments to low-income people
through safety net programs such as food
stamps, housing and earnings subsidies and
the child tax credit. Poverty measures that instead focus on people’s earned income from
wages, self-employment, and investment
paint a bleaker picture.
The Census Bureau’s official (as opposed
to supplemental) poverty rate — which is
based mainly on earned income and excludes
many safety net payments — shows no
overall progress on poverty since the 1970s.
Census data also show that the earned income
of a broader group of moderate-income
households — the bottom 40 percent — is
almost unchanged over that time, after adjusting for inflation, ending a period of major
gains between World War II and the 1970s.
The upshot is that government is, on the
one hand, providing low-income people with
larger payments to prevent severe economic
hardship and cushion the impact of national
crises like the Great Recession and COVID
pandemic, as well as household emergencies
like job loss or illness. But on the other hand,
it isn’t succeeding, as President Lyndon Johnson had hoped in launching the Great Society

programs, in breaking the cycle of poverty —
that is, creating greater opportunity through
education, training, economic development
and other programs for low-income people
to earn a decent living and rise into the
middle class.
To paraphrase the proverb, we are giving
people fish, but not enhancing their capacity
to fish for themselves. Furthermore, our expansion of safety net payments carries the risk
of damaging work incentives and inadvertently reinforcing the poverty cycle. Indeed,
there is evidence from randomized trials that
at least some government payment programs,
such as housing vouchers and possibly cash
transfers, cause people to work and earn less.
One main reason we haven’t succeeded
in breaking the poverty cycle is that doing so
is harder than just sending people a payment
check. Randomized trials of government
programs to improve educational and work-
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POLITICAL ANALYSIS

Constitutional defamation: Democrats,
not democracy, are in danger this election

By Jonathan Turley
Historian Michael Beschloss’s
warning on MSNBC — speculating
that “our children will be arrested
and conceivably killed” if Republicans win control of Congress
— summed up the final pitch by
President Biden and fellow Democrats ahead of Tuesday’s midterm
elections.
Apparently, it is not gas prices,
the economy or crime that once
again are the top polling issues for
voters. Instead, it is democracy or
death, gas or grandchildren — you
choose.
Biden returned to this theme
in what White House chief of
staff Ron Klain called his “final
warning“ to voters. The president
ominously cautioned voters who
might be thinking of voting for Republicans that, “make no mistake,
democracy is on the ballot for all
of us.” In other words, be afraid,
be very afraid.
Biden was widely criticized for

Brock

(Continued from Page 14)
ranging from presidential executive
orders to the establishment of the
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance
Act (FISA) court and its protocols
and, eventually, to the articulation
and promulgation of Attorney
General Guidelines that dictated
the constitutionally safe thresholds
the FBI needs to meet to start an
investigation.
All of this was good because it
led to measures that strengthened
constitutional protections while
preserving the positive native capabilities of key national security
agencies. There was understandable
public indignation and loss of trust
at that time 50 years ago because of
these exposed abuses, but prudent
reforms reigned, and we were better
for it as a nation.
Now, generations have passed,
and the imperatives of those old
reforms have seemingly turned
evanescent. And so, further reform
is necessary to curb a current executive branch that appears to be
targeting political opposition with
an inordinate forcefulness that
insults and possibly violates constitutional protections. Refreshed
reforms are now likely as power is
poised to shift in Washington, but
the FBI can get out ahead of some
of this by unilaterally instituting a
few basic new protocols designed
to restore trust.
First, any high-profile investigation involving political campaigns,
candidates and political figures
should be subject to objective
General Counsel review to ensure
adequate predication required by
the Attorney General Guidelines
is clearly present in order to avoid
another Crossfire Hurricane debacle. Contrary to Inspector General
assertions, the Crossfire Hurricane
case file articulated no basis for
legitimate initiation required by the
guidelines.
Second, FBI agents and analysts
should be required to sign employment contracts agreeing to avoid
politically charged or revealing
statements on internal communications and social media platforms
under penalty of discipline, to include dismissal. The public should
have faith that the FBI is apolitical.
Third, arrest and search plans
involving politically sensitive suspects should undergo prior review
by an independent entity within the
FBI to ensure that the level of tactical response fits the violation and
relative risk presented by the subject. Safety is important but so is a
response strategy that doesn’t foster
perceptions of heavy-handedness,
if not extrajudicial punishment or
“message sending.”
Trust is the currency that enables
successful FBI investigations that
all law-abiding Americans desire.
Less trust, less success. Hyperbolic caricatures and impractical
“disband the FBI” drumbeats are
useless. Positive reform is normally
helpful, welcome, and vitally needed to reestablish lost trust.
*****
Kevin R. Brock is a former assistant director of intelligence for the
FBI and principal deputy director
of the National Counterterrorism
Center (NCTC). He independently
consults with private companies
and public-safety agencies on strategic mission technologies.

an earlier Philadelphia speech that
denounced political opponents
as fascists plotting to overthrow
democracy. Yet he and others have
returned to that theme as Democrats
appear to be losing ground even
in traditional blue states. Among
others, Hillary Clinton warned that
the GOP is trying to “steal” the
election and that “they’re going
after democracy.“
The president’s attacks do not
appear to be gaining much traction,
with polls showing that most people
view him as inciting political unrest. Nevertheless, on almost every
network and cable news program,
the mantra seems unrelenting: If
the GOP prevails in the midterms,
democracy could be lost.
Whereas the media once pushed
a false Russia collusion claim in
the 2016 election, this time it is
pushing a claim that the GOP itself
represents the threat to our liberties
and very lives.
As Democratic alarm over a
GOP win in both houses of Congress has increased with polling
in the past two weeks, so has the
alarming rhetoric. Beschloss, for

instance, warned that not only may
democracy have just a few days left
but there may be no one allowed
to record its fall: “Fifty years from
now, if historians are allowed to
write in this country and if there
are still free publishing houses
and a free press — which I’m not
certain of, but if that is true — a
historian will say what was at stake
… was the fact whether we will be
a democracy in the future, whether
our children will be arrested and
conceivably killed.”
The Democratic campaign
against GOP candidates as extremists and election deniers is breathtakingly dishonest. Democratic
leaders like Rep. Sean Patrick Maloney (D-N.Y.), head of the Democratic Congressional Campaign
Committee (DCCC), have been
accused of deceptive practices in
spending tens of millions to support
the most conservative candidates
in Republican primaries. Those
candidates — now denounced by
Democrats as “extremists” — prevailed in their primaries with the
Democrats’ support and could now
win in states like New Hampshire.

At the same time, Democrats
and the House’s Jan. 6 select
committee are pursuing those who
engaged in similarly inflammatory
rhetoric leading up to the Jan. 6,
2021, Capitol riot — just as the
airways are filled with Trump-like
warnings that the midterm elections
are about to be “stolen.” Likewise,
just as some on the left claim
there may be no more real history
books after the midterms, others
are campaigning to ban books by
figures like Supreme Court Justice
Amy Coney Barrett in the name of
protecting free speech.
What leaders like President
Biden seem to forget is that our
Constitution not only was written
for times like this, it was written
in a time like this. Federalists and
Jeffersonians actually — not just
figuratively — tried to kill each
other with the use of laws like the
Alien and Sedition Acts.
But Founding Father James
Madison crafted a Constitution for
the worst of times — and the worst
of leaders. He famously observed
that we needed a system that did
not depend on the good intentions
or motivations of our rulers: “If
men were angels, no government
would be necessary.” So he created
a system that contains a series of
checks and balances to prevent the
concentration — and the abuse —
of power.
There has been a growing crisis of faith on the left as leaders
and pundits have attacked our
Constitution and its institutions,
including the Supreme Court. These
objections appear to be based not
on the Constitution failing to resist
extraconstitutional demands but on
it failing to yield to such demands.
These figures apparently are upset
that the democratic process or the

Supreme Court have not given
them what they demand. Thus, the
Constitution or the court must go.
Widespread references to Jan. 6
should inspire greater confidence
in our constitutional system and
dispel the doubts being voiced by
President Biden and others. The
Capitol riot was denounced by most
Americans; Republican leaders like
Vice President Pence and Senate
GOP Leader Mitch McConnell (RKy.) carried out their constitutional
duties. Federal judges (including
many appointed by then-President Trump) uniformly rejected
challenges to the election; the Supreme Court, with six conservative
justices, repeatedly ruled against
Trump — including all three of his
appointees.
The Constitution has weathered every storm in our history,
including a Civil War and a “war”
over civil rights. We’ve tackled
everything from a depression to
desegregation; we’ve faced periods
of violence and vitriol that tore us
apart. And yet, we remain.
The U.S. Constitution is not an
elegant or poetic document, but it
has one thing to commend it: It is
designed to survive the worst of
times and the worst of leaders, and
it has done just that.
The Democrats’ democracy-or-death mantra is not just
demagoguery. It is defamation of
a constitutional system that has
proven itself, time and again, to
be up to any challenge. Democrats
indeed may be in danger in this
midterm — but democracy is not.
*****
Jonathan Turley is the Shapiro
Professor of Public Interest Law
at George Washington University.
Follow him on Twitter @JonathanTurley.
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A government big enough to give you everything you want, is strong enough to take everything you have. — Thomas Jefferson

Our Point of View
Ex-partner to expose the
Biden family’s China deals
Ready to testify to Congress with
never-before-seen documents

Guest Editorial by Art Moore
The man who says he was vetted by Joe Biden himself
when the family hired him to help craft a deal with an
energy firm controlled by the Chinese Communist Party
is prepared to testify to Congress with never-before-seen
evidence.
Tony Bobulinski, according to sources who spoke to
DailyMail.com, says he has thousands of recordings, messages, photos and emails related to the deal with CEFC
China Energy that could expose alleged criminal activity
by the Bidens.
His testimony would be part of a congressional investigation if Republicans win back the House on Tuesday.
The British paper said it has seen some of the messages,
and they included communications between Bobulinski
and CEFC executive director Zang Jianjun, who is closely
linked to the Chinese Communist Party.
Zang went to Moscow with President Xi Jinping to conclude an oil deal with Russian President Vladimir Putin.
The texts confirm Hunter Biden and his family were in
a $10 million deal with the Chinese company, which is
part of Xi’s “Belt and Road” initiative, designed to spread
Beijing’s influence worldwide.
Bobulinski previously disclosed some of his evidence,
including confirmation Joe Biden had an equity stake in
the Chinese deal. In a group chat made public for the first
time, Bobulinski had a discussion with Zang and interpreter
Henry Zhao on the Chinese messaging app WeChat.
“Hi Tony, in the group are Director, you and me. He just
asked me to convey several points,” Zhao wrote.
“1. His best regards to you, Biden family and our other
friends!”
Zhao then referred to $10 million CEFC had promised
to invest in the joint venture with the Bidens, $5 million
directly and $5 million as a loan to their partners.
“2. The charter capital will be remitted within 3-4 days,”
he wrote. “It may go in two batches, with the trance of 5
M. Plz rest assured.”
In another previously undisclosed text message sent as
the deal was developing, Hunter Biden invited Bobulinski
to meet his father at a speaking engagement at the Milken
Institute in Los Angeles in May 2017.
The text supports Bobulinski’s claims he discussed the
Chinese business deal directly with Joe Biden at the event.
The president continues to insist he has not discussed any
of his son’s business affairs with him.
The ranking Republican on the Oversight Committee,
Rep. James Comer of Kentucky, told DailyMail.com he is
ready to launch a full-scale investigation into the Biden’s
business dealings, contending the Justice Department’s
criminal investigation has been lackluster. The U.S. attorney in Delaware, David Weiss, is close to charging Hunter
with tax crimes after a four-year investigation, according
to sources.
Bobulinski told Fox News that Weiss, inexplicably, has
not asked for any of his evidence.
Last month, the New York Post reported the FBI has
evidence a former secretary for Hunter Biden during the
time of the CEFC Energy deal previously was employed
by the Chinese Communist Party.
Bobulinski’s interview with Fox News’ Tucker Carlson
weeks before the 2020 election confirmed the blockbuster
New York Post stories on Hunter Biden’s abandoned laptop,
providing evidence Joe Biden profited from his family’s
international business deals with the likes of Chinese Communist Party firms and Russian oligarchs.
In a new interview that aired Oct. 4, Bobulinski made
it clear that Joe Biden effectively served as the chairman
of the board of the family business.
Bobulinski, a retired lieutenant in the U.S. Navy, told
Carlson there are “hundreds of data points” showing Joe
Biden was acting as “the chairman.”
Noting a company’s board chairman typically is not
involved in the day-to-day operations, he said that that
essentially “was Joe Biden’s role in the family business
ventures.”
“And not just my venture,” he said, referring to the deal
with CEFC China Energy, but many around the world.
*****
Art Moore, co-author of the best-selling book “See
Something, Say Nothing,” entered the media world as a
PR assistant for the Seattle Mariners and a correspondent
covering pro and college sports for Associated Press Radio.
He reported for a Chicago-area daily newspaper and was
senior news writer for Christianity Today magazine and
an editor for Worldwide Newsroom before joining WND
shortly after 9/11. He earned a master’s degree in communications from Wheaton College.

ON A PERSONAL NOTE

All about Anthony Fauci, written by others,
but it’s about time it became public for all

By Maramis
forgive others by the Master of ForI was going to write predominantgiveness, that same Master does not
ly about the recent book out, entitled
mean for the offender to escape just
The Real Anthony Fauci, by Robert F.
punishment.
Kennedy, Jr. I did not read the book,
But for those who do not know,
but I got an invitation to a documenand maybe even do not want to know
tary about it in my email today. So
(and might not even believe any of
I watched it and wanted more. Not
it if it were presented to them) here
that I love learning more about this
is the article I found online. Read
savage, inhuman, beast of a man, but
this, then get the book by Robert F.
I did not want to write about Fauci
Kennedy Jr. and read that, and see if
without getting to the heart of it — or
you still think Fauci should keep his
rather lack thereof.
honors and be allowed to just step
After reading this person’s article,
down and go quietly into the night.
MArAMiS ChoufAni
I knew it had to be shared. We can only wish that RonSo rather than write about a book I didn’t read
ald Reagan knew what kind of man he was and had (although I saw the documentary), I now share the
not started the long reign of his being a presidential article that clearly states “share this” and I have since
we need to learn more about this man who has been
advisor to all those presidents.
But what’s done is done, and maybe it’s not too the highest-paid government employee ever and has
late for getting the punishment he deserves and being probably done the most damage, at least regarding our
stripped of his many awards, just like they strip those nation’s health.
Dr. Fauci’s Horrifying Past
in the military of their rank when it’s the correct thing
and Sinister Track Record
to do.
Anthony Fauci has become a household name amid
Most of us are not filled with hate for him, no matter what he’s done, but our souls probably cry out for the COVID-19 era. Some worship him as modern
some kind of justice. Just as we would forgive anyone medicine’s high priest and take his ever-contradictowho has harmed us personally because we are told to
(See Maramis, Page 21)

As the markets tank, Congress can
help retirees by suspending RMDs
By Mark Warshawsky
Consider a retired individual, 72 years old, with
$100,000 invested in a retirement account at the end
of last year, 50 percent broadly invested in stocks and
50 percent in a Treasury bond portfolio.
As of Oct. 27, this model portfolio retirement account has declined in value to $82,400, the worst annual
performance of a 50/50 portfolio in the last 60 years per
my calculations, including the years of horrible stock
market performance in 1973-1974 and 2008.
Adding insult to injury is an IRS mandatory minimum yearly withdrawal requiring individuals 72 or
older (with few exceptions) to take annual required
minimum distributions (RMDs) from their IRAs,
401(k)s and similar such retirement accounts. This in
turn results in the individuals having to pay income
taxes on the amount.
The purpose of these distribution requirements is to
ensure that income taxes are eventually paid on retirement accounts and that the money is used primarily to
support expenses during retirement and not as vehicles
to pass tax-free inheritances to future generations.
Because this annual distribution is based on life expectancy, the withdrawal amount increases proportionally
every year that the account holder remains alive. It is
also based on the value of the account as of the end of
the preceding year. For the example described above,
the RMD is about $3,650, or 4.4 percent of the current
account value, and grows as the account holder ages.

It is glaringly obvious though that forcing seniors,
during this bear market, to sell off a piece of their investment portfolio to pay for their mandatory annual
required minimum distribution, is a burden that will
increase their risk of running out of money as they age,
particularly in this inflationary environment.
Congress can and should help by temporarily suspending required minimum distributions, and working
to reform RMD policy broadly while specifically
looking for ways to correct it for market volatility in
the future.
Suspension of the required distribution is not
without precedent. Congress suspended the RMDs in
late 2008 for 2009 and in 2020 when market values
declined suddenly and significantly. During 2008,
the model retirement account described above fell to
about $89,600 (less than the decline thus far this year).
Despite a scary beginning with the pandemic, the stock
market recovered in 2020 and the Fed’s lowering of interest rates favored bonds (bond prices go up as interest
rates go down and vice versa), so Congress’ suspension
of RMDs at the time was actually misplaced.
This 50/50 asset allocation, common among senior
investors as encouraged by Department of Labor regulations, is intended to reduce risk because it balances
out the higher-return stocks that generally rise, but lose
significant value during recessions and other negative
market events, with the lower-return bonds that gen(See Warshawsky, Page 20)

By Joe Concha
We hear lots about media bias, particularly during
campaign season. But “media” is a broad term, as it
comes in many shapes and sizes.
As a whole, trust in the media is at an all-time low.
But one part of the industry has not seen as sharp of a
decline: local newscasts. A poll by the Knight Foundation finds that local news is trusted more than national
news outlets by a 17-point margin. And local news
will likely play a pivotal role in several races in states
won by Joe Biden in 2020: New York, Pennsylvania
and Oregon.
In deep-blue New York, the race for governor has
gone from being an afterthought to a down-to-the-wire
cliffhanger, with challenger Rep. Lee Zeldin (R-N.Y.)
going from being down nearly 20 points to even with
Democratic Gov. Kathy Hochul.
The Senate race in President’s Biden’s birth state of

Pennsylvania has also seen a major shift to the GOP,
as Dr. Mehmet Oz has erased a double-digit deficit
against Democratic Lt. Gov. John Fetterman. The race
is now a dead heat.
And Oregon (yes, Oregon), may be looking at its
first Republican governor since 1987.
Crime is the main reason for these dramatic swings.
In Zeldin’s case, he has seen the issue too up-close and
personal: In July, a man was arrested after attempting
to stab the congressman in the neck on stage at a
campaign event. And in October, a drive-by shooting
occurred right outside his Long Island residence while
his teenage daughters were home.
Overall, in New York City alone, subway murders
are at a 25-year high. Major crime is up 36 percent.
Cashless bail laws that allow violent criminals back
out onto the street only to commit crimes again is a
(See Concha, Page 18)

Local newscasts having devastating
impact on Democrats; here’s why

View Points
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Viguerie hands down 25-count indictment
of the Democrats’ assault on America
By Chuck Muth
On Friday, Richard Viguerie of
FED-UP PAC issued a 25-count indictment of the Democrats’ assault
on America under their rule…
1. More violent crime in our
towns and neighborhoods. (Since
Biden became President, the murder rate rose 28.4 percent in 2021,
carjackings were up 135 percent,
and home invasions up by 7 percent.)
2. Higher gas and food prices.
(Bacon up 17.7 percent, Chicken up
13.8 percent, Milk up 15.5 percent,
Eggs up 22.6 percent, and gas up to
$3.76 a gallon.)
3.A continued invasion of illegal
aliens. (2.1 million illegal border
crossings in 2021.)
4. Intentionally caused gas
prices to skyrocket. (Democrats’
“Green New Deal” is a war on fossil fuels to eliminate your gas-powered cars.)
5. Deliberately caused the worst
foreign policy disaster in American
history with the botched withdrawal
from Afghanistan. (Terrorists now
have $7 billion in U.S. weapons
and have killed many of our Afghan
allies.)
6. Willfully supported the “Defund-the Police” movement. (Democrats’ soft on crime and dangerous
criminals caused skyrocketing
crime and shrinking police forces.)
7. Voluntarily turned on Israel.
(The restart of the Iran Nuclear
Deal now threatens Israel’s existence.)

CHUCK MUTH
8. Systematically corrupted our
children. (Indoctrinating children
with Critical Race Theory (CRT)
that all white people are inherently
“racists” and “white supremacists.”)
9. Deliberately opened our
southern border. (Over 5,000,000+
illegals have invaded since Biden
took office.)
10. Painstakingly eroded traditional family values. (Allowing boys
in girls’ bathrooms and showers.)
11. Consciously destroyed
America’s energy independence.
(Killing the Keystone XL Pipeline,
reducing the approval of oil and gas
leases, stopping drilling.)
12. Plotted to abolish free and
fair elections. (Democrats introduced legislation that allows
greater ease to cheat with no voter
ID, same day voter registration and
voting, and federal control over

state voting law changes.)
13. Sanctioned the firing of
unvaccinated working Americans.
(Thousands lost their jobs for refusing to get COVID jab. 5,000 people
lost their job in California alone
in October 2021 for not getting a
COVID shot.)
14. Condoned gender-neutral
pronoun use. (Allowing children to
choose their own pronouns causes
biological sex confusion designed
to push radical gender ideology
on children.)
15. Wantonly weaponized the
Department of Justice, IRS, CIA,
and the FBI to intimidate, harass,
and jail, threats to the Democrat
Party. (Democrats are using the
DOJ and FBI to arrest parents as
“domestic terrorists” who speak up
at school board meetings and arrest
pro-lifers who protest at abortion
clinics.)
16. Intentionally weakening
our Military. (By seeking out and
discharging recruits and long-time
service members by spying on their
social media to identify those who
express conservative values as
extremists.)
17. Allowed boys and men to
compete in girls’ and women’s
sports. (Women’s rights are now a
form of hatred and will be criminalized if challenged.)
18. Deliberately erasing our
history to rebuild America into
socialist/Marxist country. (By allowing the destruction and removal
of historical statues of Americans

RICHaRD VIgUeRIe
like George Washington, Abraham
Lincoln, Thomas Jefferson, and
Martin Luther King.)
19. Caused the crash of our
economy. (Democrat policies have
given us the highest inflation in 40
years; resulting in out-of-control
gas, food, and housing costs.)
20. Knowingly allowed a baby
formula shortage. (Baby formula
CEO’s warned Biden and the Democrats that the FDA’s shutdown of
the largest baby formula-making
plant in the country would create a
formula shortage and result in the
hospitalization of babies.)
21. Purposefully refused to
defend religious liberty. (By not
investigating church and pregnancy
center fires and destruction, scores
of other churches and centers were
attacked.)
22. Deliberately expanded their
control over Americans. (By forcing

MaCe YaMPolSKY
Representative Marjorie Taylor
Greene, Republican of Georgia,
suggested Mr. Pelosi knew his
attacker.
Representative Clay Higgins,
Republican of Louisiana, suggested the attack involved male
prostitution.
Lt. Gov. Mark Robinson, Republican of North Carolina, raised
doubts about the details of the
attack.
State Representative Anthony
Sabatini, Republican of Florida,
suggested that the Pelosis are hiding vital information.
Megyn Kelly, talk show host,
raised doubts that all facts were

being disclosed.
Devin Nunes, former representative of California, repeated a false
report that the attacker was in his
underwear.
Royce White, House candidate
of Minnesota, claimed the attack
involved an extramarital gay affair.
It boggles the mind that these
people could spread misinformation
without a shred of truth. How can
they say this with a straight face?
The flood of falsehoods showed
how ingrained misinformation has
become inside the G.O.P., where the
reflexive response of the rank and
file — and even a few prominent
figures — to anything that might
cast a negative light on the right
is to deflect with more fictional
claims, creating a vicious cycle
that muddies facts, shifts blame and
minimizes violence.
“This is the dynamic as it plays
out,” said Brian Hughes, a professor
at American University who studies
radicalism and extremism. “The
conspiracy theory prompts an act
of violence; that act of violence
needs to be disavowed, and it can
only be disavowed by more conspiracy theories, which prompts
more violence.”
The Justice Department moved
swiftly to bring criminal charges
against the suspect in the attack,

NaNCY aND PaUl PeloSI
David DePape, 42, who prosecutors iest man — had already abetted
said broke into the Pelosi home the viral spread of lies about the
intending to kidnap Ms. Pelosi and attack, distorting the account of
shatter her kneecaps, and assaulted what happened before facts could
her husband with a hammer, leaving get in the way. Finding life on farhim with a cracked skull. The San right websites and the so-called
Francisco district attorney said it dark web, conspiracy theories and
was imperative for prosecutors to falsehoods leaped from the fringes
present the facts to the public, giv- to the mainstream.
en the misinformation circulating
I just can’t believe it. The big
widely about the case.
lie lives.
But by then, it was far too late.
*****
In a pattern that has become comFor more information regarding
monplace, a parade of Republicans Nevada laws, or if you feel your
— helped along by right-wing rights have been violated, please
media personalities including the call Mace Yampolsky & Associates.
Fox New host Tucker Carlson, Call or text us at (702) 385-9777.
and prominent people including We are available 24/7 for emergenthe newly installed Twitter owner cies. If you need help, CALL NOW
Elon Musk, the world’s wealth- before it is too late. We can help!

remove excess oil from the market
— easing oversupply concerns due
to the drop in crude oil demand. But
when our nation’s crude oil reserves
are depleted and not refilled, the
U.S. becomes further dependent
on our adversaries for our energy
needs.
Biden claims that he wants to
refill the SPR at an estimated cost
of $23 billion. Does he really think
Congress will give him the money?

For comparison, when I was at
DOE, during the height of COVID
the price of oil plunged. At that
time, we asked the Congress for $3
billion to buy oil and fill the SPR.
Senate Majority Leader Chuck
Schumer (D-N.Y.) and House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.)
said no. They accused us of trying
to “bail out” big oil. To the contrary,
our proposal was to buy from small
producers that were laying people
off and had no place to sell their
oil. Had the Democrat-controlled
Congress said yes, we would have
bought oil at about $30 per barrel
and Biden could have sold it at $100
per barrel — making a rare profit
for the American taxpayer.
In addition, Biden’s politically-motivated SPR releases hurt
its physical infrastructure; the
Reserve was not made for repeated
releases and refills. Not to get too
technical, but at each of the four
SPR sites — two in Texas and two
in Louisiana — crude oil is stored
in underground salt caverns. When

COVID shut downs on millions of
working Americans, students, and
seniors, many were left without a
job and forced to receive government assistance.)
23. Permitted President Biden to
illegally grant student loan forgiveness to help Democrats buy votes.
(College educated lawyers, professors, and doctors with high student
loans are reliable Democrat voters
who stand to benefit the most.)
24. Placed America at great risk.
(With thousands of first-responders,
including nurses and doctors, police officers, and front-line military
troops being removed, fired, or
discharged because they refused to
take COVID-19 shots.)
25. Intentionally stepped up
their extreme position on abortion.
(By their goal of no limits on abortion at any time for any reason,
and unlimited taxpayer-funded
abortions.)
To reverse the damage and end
this assault on America, Mr. Viguerie called on conservatives and
Republicans to “forward this e-mail
to 25 to 100 of your family, friends,
neighbors, fellow churchgoers,
co-workers, and others today.”
With today’s Muth’s Truths, I’ve
done my part. Now please join me
in forwarding this to your list of
people as well.
*****
Chuck Muth is president of
Citizen Outreach, publisher of
Nevada News & Views and blogs
at MuthsTruths.com.

Paul Pelosi was attacked in his palatial home

By Mace Yampolsky
He was attacked in his palatial
home by someone with a hammer
that fractured his skull. This despicable person wanted to break
Nancy Pelosi’s knees. He smashed
in a window with a hammer to gain
access.
This is a cowardly act by a
deranged person who should be
vilified by everyone. But several
Republicans just don’t believe it.
They are saying things that this guy
McCabe was his gay lover because
Pelosi was in his underwear.
Some have said since there was
some glass on the outside of the
house it seems that some people
believe that the window was broken from the inside. Why would
Mr. Pelosi break his own window
so that he could be attacked? But
several Republicans and right-wing
commentators have alluded to
this fact. Forensic experts debunk
this scenario noting this is a common occurrence. Former president
Trump has expressed credulity. He
questioned whether the attack may
have been staged.
Many Republican officials have
made allegations this was an inside
job and that Mr. Pelosi had a homosexual affair with his attacker.
Several right wing commentators
have minimized the violence.

Biden’s ‘energy policy’ is nothing but election-year politics

By Steven Winberg
President Biden’s energy policy
is underwhelming, costly and dangerous. Since January 2021, gas
prices have been rising, even before
Russia invaded Ukraine, because of
Biden’s efforts to halt U.S. oil and
natural gas production and his unsuccessful efforts to beg and plead
with OPEC, and our adversaries,
to increase oil production. While
Biden’s #putinpricehike hashtag
may sound catchy, it is just not true.
What is true is that depleting the
U.S. Strategic Petroleum Reserve
(SPR) to lower gas prices is a desperate political effort to win the
midterm elections. By the end of
2022, the Biden administration will
have released 180 million barrels
of oil from the SPR, amounting
to a mere nine days of U.S. oil
consumption — hardly enough to
lower gas prices but enough to hurt
one of our most important national
security assets.
The SPR, and the dedicated
career civil servants who keep it

mission-ready, was put in place
to protect our nation from crude
oil supply disruptions such as the
1970s oil embargo and natural
disasters like hurricanes.
During my tenure at the Department of Energy (DOE), releases
were approved to ease crude oil
supply disruptions during Hurricane Harvey. During the height of
the COVID pandemic, DOE offered
the SPR for crude oil storage to

oil is released from the SPR, freshwater is pumped into the cavern,
displacing oil into pipelines. Each
time water is pumped in, the water
degrades the walls of the salt caverns, shortening the finite life of
one of our nation’s most strategic
national security assets.
The Biden administration’s use
of the SPR for political purposes
is reckless at best and, at worst,
violates the legal intent behind its
creation. Right now, we find ourselves in a position that was 100
percent avoidable. Our nation’s
leaders have let ideology get in the
way of common sense.
In January 2021, America was
energy independent. We did not
need to beg OPEC to increase
output, because the U.S. energy
industry, powered by hard-working
Americans, was producing a net
surplus. The price of a gallon of
gasoline was $2.40.
If Biden is serious about lowering energy prices, including gas(See Winberg, Page 18)
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Why not Jeffersonian district republics?

By José Azel
It wasn’t supposed to be like
this. The United States was not
conceived as a gigantic, bulky,
highly centralized state. The Founding Fathers envisioned a country
made up of much more local and
regional governments than a central
national state. To this end, Jefferson
forcefully promoted his concept of
“ward republics.”
For Jefferson, most government
functions should take place in the
district (or precinct). In 1816 he
wrote: “Nearest to my heart is the
division of counties into districts.”
Jefferson considered Virginia’s
counties too large for direct voter
participation, and he advocated
small units of local government
or district republics. We have now
moved quite a ways away from
this Jeffersonian vision of small
republics in favor of a big federal
government and distant rulers in
Washington DC And my impertinent question is: should we revisit
the notion of district republics?
For the United States, a strong
case can be made that a powerful
central government is necessary for
national defense. This argument for
a powerful central government may
also be true for a handful of other
functions where a large national
scale is imperative. Yet Jefferson’s
“district republics” are not necessarily an anachronism from another
era. Even in 1800, Jefferson recog-

José Azel
nized that “our country is too large
for all its affairs to be conducted by
one government.”
When a distant federal government assumes authority over an
ever-expanding scope of tasks, it
necessarily usurps the political
effectiveness of individuals and
communities. Authority concentrated in one place has to come
from somewhere, and that part is
us. The Jeffersonian tradition encourages local and regional authority rather than national authority.
Unfortunately, it may be too late
for the United States to undertake
meaningful political reforms that
return the flow of power from the
federal government to state and
local authorities.
But is the Jeffersonian model of
district republics applicable to other

nations? Here my personal history
leads me to think of a democratic
future for Cuba or Venezuela. Is a
model of small local government
units appropriate for these countries
after a history of highly centralized
authoritarian and totalitarian governments? Is there a population
in these countries capable of reaffirming itself in the government of
its municipalities, provinces and
states?
Jefferson’s “little republics” depend entirely on a virtuous citizenry
willing and able to assume political
responsibility in their communities.
In theory, this citizenry would make
more informed local decisions than
a distant central government. Although imperfect, decision-making
at the local and regional levels is
probably better suited to community needs.
A typical answer here is that
populations that have not had the
opportunity to practice self-governance for decades are ill-prepared to
take on the challenges of governing,
and are likely to do so poorly. I have
commented on this subject in my
writings. But this, more than being
an argument against the authority of
the local government, can actually
be an argument in its favor.
If mistakes are going to be made
in government, it is much better
that they be made on a small scale
of local government than on a large
scale of national government. Fur-

thermore, a relatively large number
of established local governments
provide not only a laboratory, but
also a school of government and
citizenship. And it would be remiss
not to mention that more opportunities for local government are a
vehicle for satisfying the political
ambitions of more citizens.
Local governments also offer
citizens an opportunity to assess
who has governed well at the local
level and who should be considered for higher positions. It is in
this sense that in the United States
state governors are seen as potential
presidential candidates. We can
evaluate your executive result as
governors.
But the strongest argument for
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small units of local government is
that government centralization discourages civic virtues and encourages dependency on government,
and ultimately that centralized
power poses a threat to our rights
and freedom. So why not district
republics?
*****
José Azel left Cuba in 1961 as a
13 year-old political exile in what
has been dubbed Operation Pedro
Pan — the largest unaccompanied
child refugee movement in the history of the Western Hemisphere.
He is currently dedicated to the indepth analyses of Cuba’s economic,
social and political state, with a
keen interest in post-Castro-Cuba
strategies.

Ted Cruz: FBI about to indict Trump; here’s how I know

By Frank Holmes
As former President Donald
Trump has all-but declared he’s
running for reelection in 2024,
Democrats have signaled they plan
to indict the Republican front-runner, according to U.S. Senator Ted
Cruz, R-Texas.
There’s even a way you can tell
the indictments will be coming
down, Cruz told interviewers this
week.
The biggest “tell” that the Biden
administration plans to take legal
action against the 45th president is:
The federal government has talked
about indicting Hunter Biden.
As soon as the feds take legal
action against the president’s son,
“they want to say, ‘Look how
even-handed we are,’” predicted
Cruz, who is a former Solicitor
General and a Harvard law graduate.
Meanwhile, Cruz said they’re ignoring “significant and overwhelming evidence” that shows Hunter
Biden — who reaped untold millions in kickbacks and sweetheart
deals in Ukraine and China — was
“actively involved in official corruption with his father, Joe Biden.”
Cruz is far from alone in believing the Left will bring down the
heavy hammer on Trump in order to
squelch his chances in 2024.
“I will very, very, very probably
do it again,” Trump told a cheering
crowd of thousands in Iowa on

Winberg

Thursday. As Trump salivates at the
thought of running against the failed
record of faltering President Joe
Biden and his unpopular vice president, Kamala Harris, Democrats try
to ease the lump in their throat by
criminalizing political differences.
“A couple of weeks after the
(midterm) election, I assume that
(Attorney General Merrick) Garland will indict Trump,” a veteran
Republican aide told The Hill,
which reports Republicans are
braced for legal action.
Former Attorney General William Barr said a month ago the
Deep State is “getting very close to”
hauling Trump into court.
“What will that do to the coun-

(Continued from Page 17)
oline, natural gas and electricity, he would
unleash American energy production back
to where it was just a few years ago and stop

Concha

(Continued from Page 16)
large driver of this trend. Hochul, instead of
declaring that she will end this ridiculous
law in the name of public safety, continues
to claim that the jury is out on whether or not
cashless bail is working, and will wait until
after the election.
Next door in Pennsylvania, rampant crime
in its largest city has become so bad that
Philadelphia District Attorney Larry Krasner
was held in contempt recently for failing to
cooperate with state lawmakers investigating
his possible impeachment.
Why the impeachment talk? Because there
were more murders in the City of Brotherly
Love in 2021 than during any year in the
city’s history. And it’s only gotten worse in
2022, where the city is on pace to break last
year’s tragic record.
Oregon is one of the bluest states in the
country. All statewide offices and congressional seats except one are occupied by
Democrats. But crime and homelessness
in Portland and other cities is cutting across
party lines. Its governor, Kate Brown, has
the lowest approval rating of any Democratic governor in the country. The Republican
looking to unseat Brown is Christine Drazan,
who is borrowing the most effective question
in modern political history from Ronald
Reagan before his landslide victory in 1980.
“I ask Oregonians: Are you better off

try? What kind of precedent will
that set?” he asked. “I hope that
those kinds of factors will incline
the administration not to indict
him,” he added. “I don’t want to see
him indicted as a former president.”
A much-lesser-known Trump
lawyer — with the historical name
of Ty Cobb — said the odds the
Biden administration indicts Trump
are “very high” for what the government says were “the obstructive
activity he took in connection with
the Jan. 6 proceeding and the attempts to interfere in the election
count.”
Meanwhile, the liberal media
have been priming their readers
for a coming court case for months.

using the SPR for desperate, political purposes. But I don’t see common sense prevailing
anytime soon. Instead, American families and
businesses will pay unnecessarily high gas

today than you were four years ago? If the
answer is no, then the answer is change,”
she has repeatedly asked on the campaign
trail. How’s all this playing at home? Well,
New York is the nation’s number one media
market. Philadelphia is number four. Portland
is number 21. Regardless of rank, these three
cities, like most, have robust local broadcast
newsrooms and reporters on the ground. And
their newscasts are on. A lot. At ratings-winner WABC-TV in New York, for example,
the channel offers 44 hours of newscasts per
week. Most other stations in New York and

“Donald Trump indictment may
come ‘relatively soon,’” Newsweek
told its readers, citing disgraced
former Trump lawyer Michael
Cohen.
The Atlantic told its tony readers
to get ready for “The Inevitable
Indictment of Donald Trump.”
Vox broke down “the major
criminal investigations into Donald
Trump” for its accepting, millennial audience.
“It’s Over: Trump Will Be Indicted,” roared The Daily Beast.
That wasn’t good enough for
MSNBC’s Joy Reid, who practically guaranteed viewers that “Trump
‘Will Likely Be Indicted Between
Now And 2024 More Than Once.’”
Reid aired that segment last
year. Her words smack of the
media’s guarantee that “the walls
are closing in” throughout all four
years of Trump’s presidency, beginning with the Russian collusion
hoax and ending with his second
failed impeachment.
In fact, a second Republican
aide warned an indictment “could
actually end up helping the [former] president politically.”
It remains to be seen whether
American voters see this as justice,
or see Trump as a victim.
If Garland decides not to indict
Trump, the real danger to Joe Biden
will be psychological. Biden will
have to live with the knowledge
that he’s a failure.

Donald Trump — who hasn’t
held office in nearly two years,
who has been banned from all
major social media platforms and
treated like a pariah by factions of
his own party — can still draw tens
of thousands of people everywhere
he goes. Throngs that stretch for a
mile in any direction come to hear
the president speak, without notes,
for hours at a time.
Joe Biden could never draw
more than a handful of people
during the few times his aides,
handlers, and minders let him wander out of his Delaware basement.
The allegedly cognitively impaired
commander-in-chief struggles to
read the carefully crafted words
and ideas others wrote for him to
obediently repeat.
Biden’s ego has spent five decades telling him that he alone has
the intelligence, judgment, and insight to be president. For two years,
he’s tried to exceed his predecessor
on public health and economic
performance, only to end up with
a failed vaccine mandate and an
undeclared recession.
Now, as Trump puts his toes at
the starting gate of the campaign
trail, Biden plans to jail the man
critics say he can’t beat.
Frank Holmes is a veteran
journalist and an outspoken conservative that talks about the news
that was in his weekly article, “On
The Holmes Front.”

and electricity prices, and an asset of strategic national importance — the SPR — will
continue to have its value eroded.
*****

Steven Winberg is the former assistant
secretary of Fossil Energy at the U.S. Department of Energy, where he oversaw the Office
of the Strategic Petroleum Reserve.

Philly offer up about the same: Newscasts in
the early morning, at noon, 4 p.m., 5 p.m., 6
p.m., 11 p.m. That’s six to seven hours dedicated to the news, mostly local, per day. And
crime is front and center on residents’ television screens every day. Murders, shootings,
assaults, smash-and-grabs, car jackings. And
with cameras everywhere, whether it’s people
filming on their smartphones or public webcams throughout a city, there’s more footage
of such crimes than ever before. Beatings
and robberies are captured and shared with
viewers within hours.

There’s never a premium on content.
It’s seemingly Groundhog Day lately
when it comes to murder scenes, interviews
with families and neighbors of victims and
crime stories in general.
But here’s where local news separates
itself from most cable news programs: The
absence of opinions from anchors or pundits.
Just watch your average local newscast
regardless of where you live: The most basic tenets of journalism are most prevalent
when presenting any story: who, what, when,
where, why, how. Almost no point of view or
loud talking head to push a narrative.
And it’s having a huge impact on the candidacies of Democrats such as Kathy Hochul,
John Fetterman and Kate Brown.
Voters in New York, Pennsylvania and
Oregon will make their voices heard on Nov.
8. Inflation and abortion and immigration and
education will be big issues, of course. But
crime may play the biggest role in deciding
who wins many of these races. Local news
will help shape the votes of those who are
on the fence or otherwise would have stayed
home.
That’s because, unlike most of the national media, local news is still a trusted brand
mostly free of bloviating opinions and bias.
*****
Joe Concha is a media and politics columnist.

Is it time for federal ‘hammer control’?
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By Richard Blakley
It was reported on Oct. 28 that
Nancy Pelosi’s San Francisco
home was invaded by a mentally
deranged man who then attacked
her husband, Paul, with a hammer.
Circumstances surrounding
this incident have many odd and
conflicting twists. At first it was
said that the surveillance cameras
were not running. Then it has been
stated that Nancy Pelosi will not
release the security footage. Why
weren’t there security guards at
the house? Was the assailant in
his underwear, as first reported, or
not? Was it Paul’s hammer that the
assailant struck Paul with, since
the assailant’s hammer was still in
his backpack? Was this assailant
a MAGA-motivated Republican,
as liberals have suggested, or does
the truth that the assailant “is a
mentally ill, drug addicted, illegal
alien nudist who takes hallucinogens and lives in a hippie school
bus in Berkeley with a BLM banner

and pride flag out front” have any
bearing on the case?
Regardless of all this insanity
surrounding this case, fortunately,
police officers and special agents,
armed with guns, arrived in time to
tackle and arrest the assailant. Such
an attack is a heinous crime that no
one deserves, but in particular, I
understand that Paul Pelosi is a very
nice man, and we all need to pray
that he makes a full recovery from
this brutal, senseless attack.
I was amazed as I did some

research and saw the number of
recent reports suggesting that the
hammer is becoming the weapon
of choice in numerous assaults.
One occurred on Jan. 5, 2022; another on May 7 followed by similar
attacks on July 6, Aug. 23, Sept.
16th and Oct. 25. While all these
attacks involved hammers, all the
attackers were stopped by men
armed with guns.
The Second Amendment of our
Constitution clearly states it is “the
right of the people to keep and bear

arms.” But the Constitution makes
absolutely no mention about a right
to bear hand tools. With hammer
attacks mounting, does this mean
federal legislation is needed to limit
access to such hand tools?
Do we need laws preventing the
use, manufacture and distribution of
hand tools? We can see from these
attacks that hand tools are becoming
a plague upon society. Therefore,
do we need to protect society from
such horrendous instruments of
violence?
Perhaps we should consider
beating all hammers into guns,
since men armed with guns stopped
all the evil hammer attacks.
Obviously, the suggestion that
legislation for hand tools is needed
is meant to be satirical. Just like
with guns, it is not the hammer
causing the violence, but the deranged person wielding it. Guns,
just like the hammers in these six
crimes, are not the cause for gun
violence, and taking gun ownership

away will not prevent it. Quite the
contrary, it will leave law-abiding
citizens defenseless. Preventing
violent crime, whether the weapon
is a hammer or a gun, involves
changing a man’s heart or, if not
possible, locking up such evildoers.
In 1852, Robert Charles Winthrop, 22nd speaker of the United
States House of Representatives,
stated:
“Men, in a word, must necessarily be controlled, either by a power
within them, or by a power without
them; either by the Word of God, or
by the strong arm of man; either by
the Bible, or by the bayonet.”
By the way, a bayonet is a knife
on the end of a gun.
*****
Richard Blakley is a Ph.D. Inorganic Chemist and an ordained
minister of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. Since 2016 Blakley has
added politics to his attention in
an effort to help our country and
preserve our Republic.

a person arising at 7 a.m. would
awaken before sunrise a whopping
232 days a year on permanent
daylight saving time. They’d miss
exposure to the body clock-setting
sunlight cue on awakening 7.6
months a year.
As a practical matter, a person
who awakens around 7 a.m. without an alarm clock on standard
time likely will need an alarm to
awaken at the same clock time on
daylight saving time. People who
must awaken at their usual clock
time for work or school get about 19
minutes less sleep during daylight
saving time when they are more apt
to both toss and turn and awaken
more often.
One of us is a sleep specialist
and neurologist and can see the consequences of sleep loss in patients.
Some struggle to get to school on
time, have difficulty focusing at
work, find it hard to stay awake for
family time, or strive to cope with
depression or anxiety. Daylight saving time often makes their problems
worse. Achieving better sleep can
be life changing.
Teenagers and people who have
to go to work or school before or
at 8 a.m. or who work irregular
hours bear the brunt of daylight
saving time’s adverse impact on
sleep. Teens notoriously experi-

ence chronic sleep deprivation, a
consequence of pubertal changes
in biological clocks that push them
to stay awake until 11 p.m. or later,
out of sync with their early middle
and high school start times.
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) 2019
Youth Risk Behavior Survey found
78 percent of the nation’s high
school students averaged less than
the minimum of eight hours of sleep
on school nights that sleep specialists recommend. On both standard
time and daylight saving time,
teens have to get up at the same
clock time for school. On daylight
saving time, it is even harder than it
is on standard time for them to get
enough sleep.
Many essential workers, including nurses and other health care
providers, police, firefighters and
other community service workers,
as well as industrial workers and
commercial drivers, are at particular risk for sleeping less when
daylight saving time is in effect
because they often follow non-standard work schedules. Minorities
and people with lower incomes are
twice as likely to be affected.
Sleepiness and misaligned body
rhythms put people at higher risk of
drowsy driving and making poor
decisions that lead to speeding, texting while driving, and driving after
drinking. If the U.S. were to adopt
daylight saving time year-round,
children would have to commute
to school in the dark for about onethird of the academic year. Parents
understandably shudder at seeing
their children get behind the wheel
of a car or wait for school buses in
the dark.
In the spring and fall, extra evening light may reduce some traffic
accidents during busy evening
commutes, but poor sleep and outof-sync body rhythms outweigh
these benefits across the year. Areas

where clock time lags behind sun
time by at least 30 minutes have
over 20 percent more fatal car
accidents than those with closer
alignment.
Commercial interests drive the
push for permanent daylight saving time. Convenience stores and
restaurants, along with industries
promoting golf, tourism and other
outdoor recreation activities, say
business increases when daylight
lasts later in the evening.
However, economics still favor
permanent standard time. Increases
in productivity, improved cognitive
function and decision-making,
reductions in workplace injuries as
well as absences related to health
issues, higher graduation rates,
and educational attainment add
estimated billions of dollars to the
economy. Permanent standard time
also reduces demand for heating
and air conditioning, thereby saving
American households money.
In the U.S., only Hawaii, most
of Arizona, and the U.S. territories
stay on standard time year-round.
Around the world, about 70 countries observe summertime daylight
saving time, although changes are
on the horizon.
In October, a working group of
European non-governmental organizations and researchers urged
European Union member states
to adopt permanent time zones as
close as possible to their solar time.
Also in October, Mexico’s Senate
voted to abolish daylight saving
time in favor of permanent standard
time, making an exception for areas
bordering U.S. states that observe
daylight saving time.
Last March, in an unannounced
voice vote, the U.S. Senate passed
the Sunshine Protection Act, a bill
authored by Sen. Marco Rubio
(R-Fla.) calling for permanent
daylight saving time. The House
(See Johnson/Lamberg, Page 20)

think that everything is O.K. We
all just need to relax and maybe go
to the gym on Sunday. But that’s
incorrect.
Think about that Sunday morning after a time change. The switch
occurs on Sunday morning at 2 a.m.
It’s like we all just flew a red-eye
but don’t have a full day to adjust
between time zones. Depending
on who you are, you may stress
about the change on Saturday
before the change or on Sunday
when you look at your watch and
wonder where an hour appeared or
disappeared.
Finding time to exercise when
the work and school week are the
next day is probably difficult and
might create more stress. The hype
about being out of sorts on Monday
may eat at you with good reason.
All of these points may make us
think Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.)
and the other lawmakers who spon-

sored the Sunshine Protection Act
are correct when they claim that
switching our clocks twice a year
is “antiquated“ and that we should
change to permanent daylight saving time to give families more light
at the end of the day. But that view
misses some big points.
Time changes affect different
parts of America in different ways.
Where you live and whether you
have kids means not everyone will
have the same experience. Sunrises close to or after 9 a.m. means
kids and parents going to school
and work in the dark for several
months, especially those living near
the western edge of a time zone.
Of course, we could ignore these
facts and switch to year-round DST
to run yet another experiment. But
why do that when we already have
evidence it’s a bad idea?
For example, we know that
waking up in the dark to start our
day also messes with our circadian clocks. There is even some
evidence that waking up in the
dark makes it more difficult to be
alert, increases anxiety and may
lead to seasonal affective disorder.
Put simply, waking up in darkness
for months at a time is probably a
great way for millions of people
be sleepy, cranky and distracted
while racing to school or the office
in winter.
Do we really need to test wheth-

er that will increase traffic accidents
and decrease personal health for
many days rather than just one or
two after a time change? No. There
is a simpler way forward.
We should give ourselves more
time to adjust. Rather than changing
our clocks at 2 a.m. on Sunday, we
should change them at 2 a.m. on
Saturday. Suddenly everyone has
part of Saturday and all of Sunday
to adjust. Stress should go down,
because we have time to plan or
time to adapt if we forgot about the
time change. Having two days to
squeeze in some exercise makes it
more likely it will happen. Having
two nights to get used to a new
sleep pattern will be better than one.
Rather than having to go to work
and be on someone else’s schedule
the day after a time change, we can
take the Sleep Foundation’s advice
and make Saturday and Sunday
lightly scheduled days.
Will everyone be happy? No.
But when a law makes everyone
a little happy and a little unhappy,
it’s probably a good law born of
common sense and compromise. I
could, however, be wrong. Perhaps
I’ll sleep on it with my extra hour
on Sunday Nov. 6.
*****
Deven R. Desai is associate professor of law and ethics at Georgia
Institute of Technology, Scheller
College of Business.

The case for permanent standard time
By Dr. Karin Johnson
and Lynne Lamberg
At 2 a.m. on Nov. 6, most of the
United States have “fall back” to
standard time.
More than 80 medical, education
and religious organizations, including the American Academy of Sleep
Medicine and Society for Research
in Biological Rhythms, would like
to see the nation embrace standard
time year-round.
Hundreds of scientific studies
show the seasonal clock change
to daylight saving time triggers
persistent misalignment of body
clocks, leading to increased rates of
heart attacks, cancer, diabetes, obesity, depression, substance abuse
and suicide attempts. By contrast,
the earlier sunrises and sunsets of
standard time yield lower health
care costs, lower traffic fatalities,
and greater energy savings.
Three in four Americans want to
end the twice-yearly time change.
About 43 percent of a representative
sample of 1,083 U.S. adults said
they preferred year-around standard time, while 32 percent wanted
permanent daylight saving time,
according to a 2021 survey conducted by The Associated Press-NORC
Center for Public Affairs Research.
Daylight saving time’s name
evokes summertime pleasures,
outdoor recreation and childhood
memories of playing outside until
dusk, but daylight saving time still
is a con.
It doesn’t save time or daylight. Day length stays the same
year-round. So does the amount of
daylight on any given day. Daylight
saving time simply shifts light from
the morning to the evening. From
the second Sunday in March until
the first Sunday in November, we
pretend the sun rises and sets an
hour later than it does.
Our minds may tolerate that, but
our brains know better. They remain

on sun time, which is aligned more
closely with standard time. At noon
on standard time in the middle of
each time zone, the sun is directly
overhead.
Morning sunlight, the body’s
most potent time-setting cue, tethers us to the Earth’s 24-hour day/
night cycle. Exposure to sunlight
soon after we awaken governs
inner clocks that control sleep,
alertness, mood, body temperature,
blood pressure, heart rate, hunger,
cell division and hundreds of other
bodily functions.
When we shift to daylight saving
time, our morning light exposure
drops. Our biological clocks fall
out of sync.
We pay a price: Daylight saving time’s lighter, longer evenings
make it harder to fall asleep. We
sleep less. Darker mornings make it
harder to awaken, shrug off drowsiness and feel alert.
A person living in New York
City who typically gets up at 7
a.m. will be forced to awaken
before sunrise 164 days a year on
permanent daylight saving time,
according to an interactive chart on
the website of the nonprofit Save
Standard Time.
While many people think of
Florida as a sunshine state, even in
Miami, on Florida’s southern tip,

Want to fix daylight saving time? Treat it like jet lag

By Deven R. Desai
It’s time for that American tradition when we bemoan changing our
clocks by falling back an hour because daylight saving time (DST) is
over. Each time we change clocks,
be it in the spring or fall, news
stories and morning shows talk up
the changes. Some of the coverage
is about the history of the practice
and whether daylight saving time
was designed to help farmers or
was created by Ben Franklin.
But there is also handwringing
about the potential problems that
can occur when we change our
clocks by an hour. In fact, there is
evidence that car accidents increase
and that the disruption to sleep and
circadian rhythms can affect heart
health in the days after the time
change.
Regardless, most Americans
seem to like springing forward for
spring and summer so that we can
have long evenings and late sunsets. Maybe that’s why Congress
jumped on board the absurdly
named Sunshine Protection Act of
2021, which would make daylight
savings time permanent. Under
this plan, we would turn our clocks
forward and never back again. The
funny thing is that we tried this plan
twice (as recently as the 1970s) and
it failed; Americans hated it.
What makes the Act even odder
is that a majority of folks don’t

find the time changes disruptive,
and most Americans like DST but
still don’t want it year-round. That
leaves us with a question: Can we
have the time changes we want
and still reduce the effects on our
bodies? Yes. All we have to do is
understand that we are creating
something like jet lag and fix the
problem based on that fact.
The real problem is that our current approach to DST doesn’t give
us time to adjust. As anyone who
travels too much knows, changing
time zones upsets your circadian
clock, but there are good ways to
adjust for the time change. As the
Mayo Clinic puts it, “It usually
takes about a day to recover for
each time zone crossed.” And the
Sleep Foundation has several tips
on fighting jet lag, including exercising, avoiding stress and having
a light schedule on the first day in
your new time-zone. So, you might
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What’s next for Merrick Garland?
Indicting Donald Trump, of course
By Joseph Farah
What’s the first thing Merrick
Garland plans to do after the midterms?
Indict President Donald Trump!
It’s expected 60 to 90 days after
the election — once Trump throws
his hat into the race for president.
Call Garland the most politically motivated attorney general in
American history. Thank God he
didn’t get to be a Supreme Court
justice! But such an attack on President Trump is actually being talked
about openly on the Hill. Think
about it. After all Trump has been
through, he is likely to be indicted.
Garland is under heavy pressure
to do this because Democrats fear
Trump so much. And this in the
next obvious move.
We’re in for more weird times.
According to the Hill, it will be
a witch hunt — more of the same
from the shameless Garland.
What’s the timetable for this
other shoe to drop?
“A couple of weeks after the
election, I assume that Garland
will indict Trump,” said one veteran Republican aide, expressing a
sentiment shared by several other
GOP aides and strategists.
A second Republican aide
warned an indictment “could actually end up helping the [former]
president politically.”
“People have been talking about
splintering support and dampening
enthusiasm among Republican
voters for him. An indictment could
actually galvanize and reunify
Republicans around him,” the aide
said, predicting the Republican
backlash to an indictment would
be stronger if Garland brings an
indictment later in the 2024 election
cycle. “There’s a substantial risk in

waiting,” the source added.
Republican aides and strategists
point out the party base quickly
rallied behind Trump after the FBI
raided his Mar-a-Lago estate in
early August. But GOP aides on
Capitol Hill believe any anxiety
Trump might have felt about losing
relevance with the GOP base was
ameliorated after it rallied around
him in August in response to the
FBI’s action.
Here are the options for indicting
Trump:
One is related to the documents
taken from the White House and
found at Mar-a-Lago, while the
other concerns the Jan. 6, 2021,
incident at the Capitol.
While many Democrats would
like to see the Department of Justice
charge Trump for inciting the Jan.
6 attack, Jeffrey Robbins, a former
federal prosecutor, said federal
prosecutors’ strongest case would
be to indict Trump for violating the
Espionage Act in connection to the
Mar-a-Lago documents.
“I think that the Espionage Act
violations are relatively straightforward, even self-evident, and that
the Department likely already has
substantial evidence of obstruction
of justice,” says Robbins.

GOP aides and strategists warn
there’s a risk of political violence
in response to any indictment
against Trump. The former president warned last month that if
the Department of Justice indicts
him, “you’d have problems in this
country the likes of which perhaps
we’ve never seen before.”
“I don’t think the people of the
United States would stand for it,”
he warned.
President Trump hasn’t made a
formal announcement of his decision, but has given every indication
that he will launch another bid for
the White House next year.
Trump told conservative radio
host Hugh Hewitt that an indictment wouldn’t stop him from running for president.
“If a thing like that happened, I
would have no prohibition against
running,” he said.
Vin Weber, a Republican strategist, said it would be a “bad idea”
to indict Trump because it would
sow more political discord into a
deeply divided nation, and waiting
well into the 2024 election cycle
would only make it worse.
“I think an indictment is a bad
idea, but I think that Garland is
under such political pressure by

the Democratic left that it may well
happen,” he said. “I don’t think it’s
a good idea, and I don’t want to be
misinterpreted as supporting [it.]
If it’s going to happen, though, it
should happen as soon after the
[midterm] election as possible because it complicates everybody’s
plans: [President Joe] Biden’s
plans, Trump’s plans, every other
Republican’s plans. If this is going
to happen, it’s not in anyone’s interest to prolong this process until
the presidential process for ‘24 is
underway and drop this like a bomb
into the middle of an already established presidential field.”
Robbin added: “I think that the
department will strive to bring an
indictment as soon as it can consistent with other constraints, in order
to at least minimize the ‘legs’ on the
inevitable barrage of charges it will
face that by indicting the former
president it is interfering with an
upcoming presidential election.”
He said the Justice Department
“will face a storm of such criticism
whenever it acts, but doing so as
soon as possible at least provides
some defense, however limited,
against that inevitable criticism.”
The Hill reports that Robbins
said Garland has good reason to
postpone the announcement of an
indictment until after the 2022 midterm election because otherwise, it
would immediately become the top
political issue in Senate and House
races around the country.
“Had he indicted right before
the midterms it truly would have
rocked the indictment with criticisms that there had been a violation of the de facto policy within the
DOJ” not to launch prosecutions of
political figures within two or three
months of an election and “really

would have undercut the credibility
of the indictment and in addition
could very well have affected the
midterms,” he added.
But other prominent legal experts don’t think Garland needs to
announce an indictment within the
next 60 to 90 days since the first
contest of the Republican presidential primary won’t take place until
January 2024.
“I doubt the timing of the midterm elections has much to do
with the timing of any indictment
of Donald Trump,” said Barbara
McQuade, a law professor at the
University of Michigan and a former federal prosecutor. “The next
time he will appear on the ballot,
if ever, will be in the 2024 primary
elections, which begin in January
of 2024. The DOJ policy would not
come into play until 60 days or so
before that date.”
She said Garland “has all of
2023 to play with.”
Faced with mounting political
pressure on both sides, Garland has
stayed tight-lipped about prosecuting Trump. He did reveal in August,
however, that he “personally”
approved the raid on Mar-a-Lago.
“Upholding the rule of law
means applying the law evenly
without fear or favor,” he said in
August.
Joseph Farah is founder, editor
and chief executive officer of WND.
He is the author or co-author of 13
books that have sold more than 5
million copies, including his latest,
“The Gospel in Every Book of the
Old Testament.” Before launching
WND as the first independent online news outlet in 1997, he served
as editor in chief of major market
dailies including the legendary
Sacramento Union.

Misinformation is bad, but ‘solutions’ to stop it are even worse

By Jeffrey M. McCall
Americans can agree that misinformation
is bad. Stopping it, however, is not so easily
accomplished. There are no simple fixes to
the spread of misinformation in a free society in which expression is constitutionally
protected.
Further, reckless or ill-advised efforts
to bring a stop to misinformation could be
more harmful to American democracy than
the misinformation itself.
An Associated Press/NORC poll released
this fall indicates that nine in ten respondents
say misinformation is a serious problem in
American society. Three-quarters of Americans say misinformation leads to more
extreme political views and polarization.
Interestingly, however, only 28 percent report they regularly fact-check the news they
consume.
Thus, it appears Americans aren’t all that
worried about the information they absorb
for themselves. They are mostly worried
about misinformation in the minds of fellow
citizens.
The effort to control misinformation is
rather futile, an effort to manage the unmanageable. Misinformation gets spread routinely in the establishment media, in the social
media, by governments both foreign and
domestic, by big corporations and kooks on
YouTube. Presidents, too, have been famously fact-challenged. Topics of misinformation
include the economy, elections, COVID, and
civil disturbances from the summer of 2020
and Jan. 6.
For many people, misinformation is just
somebody else’s information that they don’t
like. Yelling about misinformation stirs up
the public sphere and provides a rhetorical
club to discredit and even shut down sociopolitical opponents. This “hair on fire” approach
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to misinformation doesn’t lead to reasoned
debate and correction of error, but instead to
fear, confusion and anger.
Misinformation is now a supposed threat
to democracy itself, in the eyes of some
alarmists, and therefore must be eliminated
by any means. Of course, if misinformation
were a threat to democracy, America would
have disintegrated long ago.
While Americans agree that misinformation if harmful to the political culture,
nobody has a great idea for how to stop it.
Social media companies are surely not up to
the task, either logistically or ideologically.
Big tech’s efforts to manage misinformation
have been unevenly applied and shrouded
in the mystery of the basements in Silicon
Valley. Establishment media, likewise, have
so little credibility these days that news consumers have no confidence in big media as
information referees.
The government can’t possibly be in
charge of managing the broader information
landscape because it is self-interested. Gov-

ernments that control the flow of information
aren’t doing journalism or providing education. They are, by definition, disseminating
spin, at best — propaganda at worst.
The nation of Turkey has recently imposed
its “solution” to misinformation. Like other
authoritarian nations, Turkey has adopted a
law to simply imprison anybody who disseminates “false or misleading information.” Of
course, there is no clear definition of what
constitutes misinformation, leaving enforcement decisions to President Erdogan and his
police force. Essentially, political opponents
who express disagreement with administration positions are now subject to being jailed.
The United States isn’t yet in Turkey
territory, but it is clear that big government
wants to intervene in the information marketplace. The Department of Homeland Security
announced a Disinformation Governance
Board earlier this year. The plan was eventually scrapped because of confusion over
its mission and concerns about the board’s
reach. Still, based on recent reports, it appears

(Continued from Page 16)
erally perform particularly well
when recessions hit and inflation
and interest rates decline.
What about thus far in 2022? It
has been a very bad year for both
stocks and bonds, as the Federal Reserve, which kept rates low through
2021 encouraging a stock market
high in December, suddenly shifted
monetary policy by raising interest
rates significantly and selling Treasury bonds from its own portfolio to

Johnson/Lamberg
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declined to advance the bill out of
committee. If not acted on, it will
expire when Congress ends its term
in December.
Instead, sleep groups and other
medical groups would like to see a
bill calling for permanent standard
time introduced in Congress next
year. They’re calling their proposed
legislation the “Sleep Protection

Act.”
Indeed, we should stop switching the clock back and forth, but
we must make the right move — a
move to permanent standard time.
*****
Karin Johnson, MD, is a professor of neurology at the University
of Massachusetts Chan Medical
School-Baystate and medical director of the Baystate Health Regional

Sleep Program. She is a member
of the Board of Directors of the
nonprofit Save Standard Time and
creator and host of its new educational video series, “The Science of
Clock Change.” Lynne Lamberg is
a medical journalist and editor who
writes frequently on sleep, biological clocks, and mental health. She
is the book editor of the National
Association of Science Writers.

DHS hasn’t abandoned its overall goal of
trying to control information on a range of
matters, including COVID, the withdrawal
from Afghanistan, racial justice, and the war
in Ukraine.
A bill just proposed in Congress would
create an ombudsman in the Department of
Health and Human Services whose job it
would be to root out “reproductive and sexual health misinformation.” The application
of this bill, if it were to become law, would be
quite different depending on the party of the
HHS Secretary appointing the ombudsman.
The solution to misinformation rests not
in government or big corporations, but with
individual citizens.
People need to fend for themselves and
do the hard work to sort out reality from
nonsense. If misinformation is a threat
to democracy, it is only because citizens
collectively failed to demand and identify
reasoned arguments. A culture that becomes
so gullible and easily duped is the threat
to democracy, not any particular batch of
misinformation.
The nation must have confidence that
truth can prevail and that fellow citizens
can figure it out, even if some crazy stuff
floats into the national dialogue. The 20th
Century philosopher, G.K. Chesterton once
wrote, “Truth can understand error, but error
cannot understand truth.”
Fearing misinformation is a danger in
itself.
*****
Jeffrey M. McCall is a media critic and
professor of communication at DePauw
University. He has worked as a radio news
director, a newspaper reporter and as a
political media consultant. Follow him on
Twitter @Prof_McCall. consultant. Follow
him on Twitter @Prof_McCall.

fight inflation. As is well known, the
stock and bond markets have both
fallen about 18 percent in value thus
far this year, and the prospect for
a quick recovery, given the Fed’s
continued tightening and a possible
recession, is not likely.
While it is late in the year for the
IRS to issue new guidance, it is not
uncommon for Congress to change
tax law in December. In addition,
many account administrators are
now sending out RMD notices, and
some retirees have already taken
their distributions for 2022. Allowing individuals to return money
back to their accounts during a
short open period or postponing the
suspension of RMDs to 2023 could
address these latter concerns.
Rep. Warren Davidson (R-Ohio)
has introduced HR 8331, which
would suspend the required minimum distribution rules for 2022. In
my view, Congress should consider
including this bill as part of any

year-end tax package, especially
given that this year’s dramatic
declines are arguably caused by
policy mistakes made by the Federal Reserve when it suddenly
decided it would raise interest rates
late last year. That policy hit at the
worst possible time for RMDs,
especially when added to other
government mistakes such as an
overly expansive fiscal policy (that
is, uncontrolled spending) causing
inflation, higher interest rates and
falling asset prices.
*****
Mark J. Warshawsky is a senior
fellow and Searle Fellow at the
American Enterprise Institute. He
previously served as assistant secretary for economic policy at the
U.S. Department of the Treasury,
deputy commissioner for retirement
and disability policy at the Social
Security Administration, and has
worked in the retirement plan and
investment industry.
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A new definition of what makes a job good

By Rachel Korberg
and Maureen Conway
When the “Great Resignation” heated
up last year, theories abounded about why
40 million Americans were quitting their
jobs—where were they headed? What did
they want? Some even posited that maybe
they just didn’t want to work. The data is in,
and now we know that workers were leaving
their jobs to find better ones. But what makes
a job good?
Despite the labor market and economy
already having been rocked by the quest of
40 million people seeking better quality jobs,
there is no widely shared, broadly accepted
definition of what makes a job good. In fact,
only 44 percent of the U.S. workforce report
having a “good job” based on their personal
satisfaction with the job characteristics they
care most about, according to Gallup research. It is an undefined concept that shapes
labor markets. Whether you are an employer
trying to do the right thing and retain your
talent; a government trying to craft effective policy; or an investor seeking alpha by
investing in the companies that invest most
wisely in their people, this lack of a standard
definition for such a transformative economic
force is a major challenge.
Opportunities Program and the Families
and Workers Fund—launched the Good Jobs
Champions Group to attempt to create an
evidence-based, worker-informed definition
of what makes a job good. With the guidance
and endorsement of leaders from across
sectors, including small and large business,
labor, workforce development, finance, academia, policy, and nonprofits, over the past
year we synthesized more than 20 definitions
of job quality, examined worker opinion
polling, and workshopped drafts with dozens
of frontline workers and executives of large
and small companies.
What emerged is a simple, three-part

definition: good jobs provide 1) economic
stability, 2) economic mobility, and 3) equity, respect, and voice. Good jobs provide
stability by providing a standard of living
that allows workers to meet basic needs for
themselves and their families. They provide
mobility through equitable hiring, opportunities to learn and advance, and the ability to
save and build wealth over time. And they
show respect to workers regardless of gender,
race, ethnicity, educational attainment, or
other characteristics, while engaging workers
in improving the workplace and acting upon
their concerns.
According to the United Way, roughly
one-third of the U.S. is the working poor—
employed yet unable to reliably make ends
meet, never mind plan for the future. Even
for those whose jobs pay well and provide

adequate benefits like affordable health insurance, they may be impacted by other job
quality challenges, such as gender and racial
pay gaps—Black women earn .64 cents for
every dollar white men earn—all too widespread workplace sexual harassment, volatile
scheduling practices, or controlling managers
who are not responsive to employee feedback. A definition of good jobs can help to
give us clearer language to talk about these
labor market challenges not as one-offs but
as a set of interrelated problems that build
on each other and together create the type
of pressures that spurred 40 million to quit.
Some argue that there cannot be one
definition of a good job because different
people have individual preferences and considerations. For example, some may prioritize
remote work arrangements, whereas others

may value onsite childcare or fitness facilities. The Good Jobs Champions’ definition
is not meant to drown out differences among
individual preferences and firm practices,
but rather to establish a baseline and ensure
that no worker is forced to make tradeoffs in
the essentials — like family sustaining pay,
health insurance, training and advancement
opportunities, and practices that uproot racial
and gender discrimination.
To be clear, a shared definition of good
quality jobs can’t solve problems on its own,
but it is a necessary foundation and can help
to provide a north star for action. We are
inspired by concrete steps many leaders have
taken. For example, some business leaders
have made strides creating high-quality jobs
in what are often considered “low-wage”
industries, and partnered with workers to
understand their lived realities and needs
through the Worker Financial Wellness
Initiative. State and local governments have
innovated to address longstanding industry
challenges, such as through Austin’s Better
Builder Program to raise standards in the construction industry and California’s recently
passed legislation creating a council to set
minimum working conditions across the fast
food industry. Worker movements across the
country have shined a light on overlooked,
underestimated workers and demanded dignity and respect.
We won’t all agree on which actions to
take, but we can agree on where we want
to go — and that’s toward a future in which
every worker has access to a good job that
sustains, uplifts, and respects them.
*****
Rachel Korberg is the executive director
and co-founder of the Families and Workers
Fund. Maureen Conway is vice president at
the Aspen Institute and executive director
of the Institute’s Economic Opportunities
Program.

The end of scarcity: A silent threat to US well-being
By Marvin Phaup
Scarcity has been a bedrock feature of economic reality and public
policy since at least Adam Smith
and possibly the expulsion from
the Garden of Eden. Scarcity is the
limited availability of productive
resources relative to their unlimited
beneficial uses. A key implication
of this condition is that every use
of resources requires giving up
the benefits of some alternative
beneficial use. That is, every use
has an opportunity cost equal to
the highest value given up by the
necessary sacrifice of alternatives.
While opportunity cost sounds
theoretical, it is critical to practical decisions we make every day.
Because resources are scarce, we
rationally attempt to allocate them
among alternatives to maximize
benefits. When deciding what to
buy, for example, we compare
expected benefits with opportunity
cost and choose only those items
with a net benefit. Without some
sense of the cost of a choice, we
are flying blind and can expect to
make decisions we will later regret.
For the first 150 years, U.S.
government policymakers were
reminded of the opportunity cost of
their actions by a “balanced budget
norm.” This unwritten, but generally understood rule, meant that under
ordinary circumstances, the federal
government should spend no more
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than it expected to collect in taxes.
In extraordinary times, such as war
or natural disaster, borrowing to finance outlays in excess of revenues
was acceptable, conditional on the
debt being repaid when the crisis
ended. This fiscal constraint created
a salient awareness that spending
for any purpose requires a sacrifice,
or “trade-off,” of other benefits.
Beneficial uses of resources were
never “free.”
In the last 40-50 years, awareness of scarcity and opportunity
cost seems to have faded from
national policymaking. Currently, it
borders on irrelevant. The decisive
factor today in a choice to allocate
resources to any use is whether a
majority can be assembled to enact
enabling legislation. Political support may be scarce, but resources
are freely available.
The loss of resource scarcity
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ry statements as the gospel. For those less
enthused, it’s nearly impossible to go a day
without encountering the pandemic pimp. His
image is plastered on magazines, books, and
documentaries. Mainstream media portrays
him as a selfless humanitarian dedicated to
the betterment of societal wellness. Yet for
over half a century the diabolical doctor
paved a career through deceit, fraud, coercion, and crime. Hiding behind the unsuspecting grandfatherly figure is a maniacal
sadist who’s achieved levels of evil beyond
comprehension.
Has Never Seen A Patient
Fauci was born into a family with close
ties to Big Pharma. His parents, Stephen
and Eugenia, both held medical degrees and
owned a successful pharmacy in New York
City. From a young age, he learned that prescription drugs bring in infinite revenue if the
consumer remains ill. With large sums of cash
generated from their lucrative enterprise and
numerous industry ties, Anthony was guaranteed the best education. Upon completing his
residency in 1968, the inexperienced doctor
was immediately offered an associate position with the National Institutes of Health.
Since adopting a profession in bureaucracy
over five decades ago, Anthony Fauci has
never worked as a general physician or even
met with an actual patient.
Child Abuse
Congress cited Fauci’s agency in 2005
after they repeatedly violated federal law.
NIH staff performed heinous experiments
on illegally seized orphans throughout the

from the policy process is not
entirely without economic justification. At least since the 1960s,
the U.S. has been enjoying the
benefits of an enormous worldwide
demand for low-risk, highly liquid
U.S. Treasury debt securities. In
combination with the expectation
that those debt securities may be
refinanced in perpetuity, this development is the equivalent of a
fiscal Widow’s Cruse, a source of
financing resource inflows without
limit. The U.S. government — and
by extension, its constituents —
have been spared the necessity of
choosing from among alternative
benefits. We can have it all.
Anything that sounds too good
to be true is probably less than it appears. The vision of the sale of U.S.
Treasury debt as a bottomless well
of free resources includes some
features of a Ponzi scheme. In both

United States. Thousands of vulnerable
children were used as human lab rats and
injected with Gates Foundation-funded vaccines. Hundreds died or suffered debilitating
chronic side effects as a result. According
to government documents, injuries ranged
from seizures to paralysis. Appallingly, the
demented mad scientist knew no borders.
Other geographic locations including Africa
and India were terrorized with inhuman
treatments perversely concealed as charitable assistance. Minors and pregnant women
appear to be the preferred target of these
horrific studies.
Animal Cruelty
From October 2018 until February 2019,
Fauci spent $1.68 million on sickening animal testing. Scientists obtained 44 beagle
puppies and cut their vocal cords to prevent
barking. Then the innocent creatures were infected with parasitic biting flies which slowly
ate them alive. Over the course of several
agonizing months, each pup received daily
infusions of toxic chemicals. FOIA papers detail how the canines constantly whimpered in
pain before they were finally euthanized. NIH
officials claimed the studies performed were
required for FDA submissions, however, no
mandate exists. Another ongoing project involves drilling holes into the skulls of 4,000
monkeys. Acid is injected while the primates
are abused and terrorized. It appears the M.D.
loves to torture living beings because he’s
truly a psychopath.
Conflicts of Interest
Head of the Presidential Commission of
Bioethics is a woman named Christine Grady.

cases, people are willing to invest
their funds at an attractive rate of
return so long as they are confident
that they can get their money back.
And the maintenance of confidence assures that new investors
will provide funds to refinance
or purchase existing debt held by
earlier investors. Confident expectations are self-justifying, until
they are not.
In a rational world, creditors
would be willing to lend to a sovereign only so long as the sum of
expected future budget surpluses
remain as large as the outstanding
debt.
Current fiscal policy, however,
provides little support for such
an expectation. Indeed, long-term
projections by the Congressional
Budget Office show deficits and
rising debt as far as the eye can see.
Further, accruing interest and new
benefits, such as tax rate reductions,
pandemic relief and loan forgiveness, are increasing debt faster than
Gross National Product, a rough
proxy for the ability of the government to honor its commitments to
creditors.
While it is impossible to know
when or whether a disastrous loss
of confidence by creditors might
occur, it’s clear that current U.S.
fiscal policy exposes the nation to
a high risk of economic and political instability that would follow a

She just so happens to be Anthony Fauci’s
wife. Her department is directly responsible
for clinical trials required for FDA approval.
Both husband and wife are involved in the
endorsement, production, and distribution
of coronavirus inoculations. Their combined
efforts created the Moderna shot which has
already raked in billions of dollars. Grady
uses her earnings to fund democratic candidates. In fact, she contributed donations to the
Biden Campaign while her spouse advised
Donald Trump with erroneous information.
When it comes to corruption, the apple does
not fall far from the family tree. Tony and
Christine’s daughter Alison works for the social media empire Twitter, a company known
for circulating propaganda and canceling
anyone exposing lies.
Epidemic Profiteer
In 1984 Fauci was appointed Director of
the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious diseases. HIV coincidentally emerged
only a few short months later. A new business
venture blossomed seemingly overnight.
The conniving doctor utilized scare tactics
on citizens by falsely stating AIDS could be
spread without physical contact. He vowed
to come up with a vaccine to eradicate the
disease. Over 35 years and more than a trillion taxpayer dollars later, the nation is still
waiting. Similar strategies were implemented
with epidemics that followed: instill fear,
conceal information, inflate the figures, then
lobby for pharmaceutical manufacturers.
With each ‘outbreak’ of viruses such as
H5N1, Swine Flu, and Zika, Fauci’s organi-

collapse in the demand for and a run
from U.S. Treasury debt.
Most of us are guilty of bad
but comfortable habits that are
inconsistent with our long-term
goals for good health and economic
security. Occasionally, a random
event motivates us to change our
undesirable behaviors by minimizing the frequency of trigger events
or some other corrective lifestyle
change. Similarly, several possible
federal budget process reforms
have been proposed to make it easier for policymakers to make better
choices and reduce the growing risk
of severe economic and political
instability.
Budget process reforms most
likely to succeed would do so by
explicitly and saliently reminding
policymakers of scarcity and the
need to include both expected benefits and expected costs in budget
decisions. That change could also
accelerate the development and use
of more relevant measures of social
costs and benefits. The best time
for policymakers to have adopted
such a change would have been
some years ago. The second-best
time is now.
*****
Marvin Phaup, a former Congressional Budget Office analyst,
is an adjunct lecturer at the Schar
School of Policy and Government
at George Mason University.

zation consolidated power while he received
massive kickbacks.
Fauci is the highest-paid government
employee and earns nearly half a million
dollars annually. With such a tremendous
salary one would assume an outstanding
job performance. However, since he joined
the civil sector, Americans have become
increasingly unhealthy. Prescription drugs
are now the third leading cause of death in
the United States. Many of these medications
were developed by his very own institution:
the NIH. In recent times he pushed for unnecessary draconian lockdowns which attributed
to countless suicides and fatal overdoses.
Through Fauci’s inconceivable coronary
guidance, vast amounts of these deaths fraudulently registered as COVID-19 fatalities.
With exaggerated numbers and discrediting
alternative treatments, Tony used the Emergency Use Authorization to push through his
profitable Moderna immunization.
Follow the money trail you will see those
who have the most to gain are responsible for
orchestrating current events.
If you’d like to further explore this topic,
check out ‘The Real Anthony Fauci: Bill
Gates, Big Pharma, & the Global War on
Democracy and Public Health’ by Robert F.
Kennedy Jr.
*****
Maramis Choufani is the Managing Editor of the Las Vegas Tribune. She writes a
weekly column in this newspaper. To contact
Maramis, email her at maramistribune@
gmail.com.
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Lights on Welcome to Las Vegas sign go ‘Air Force Blue’ for
the 75th anniversary of U.S. Air Force, Aviation Nation 2022
The lights on the iconic Welcome to Fabulous Las Vegas sign will turn “Air Force
blue” Thursday, Nov. 3 at 1 p.m. in recognition of the 75th birthday of the United State
Air Force and Aviation Nation 2022, which
will be held this weekend Nov. 5 and 6.
Clark County Commissioner Marilyn
Kirkpatrick, whose district includes the base,
will be joined by Col. Jason Wild, 99 Air
Base Wing Vice Commander, in turning the
lights blue in a ceremony at the sign on the
south end of the Las Vegas Strip.
“Nellis Air Force Base and the men and
women who work there are an integral part
of this community and I’m proud to join them
in celebrating the Air Force’s 75th birthday,”
said Kirkpatrick. “I invite everyone to visit
Nellis this weekend for the base’s first air
show in three years, Aviation Nation 2022,
and watch the Thunderbirds perform and
see all that this exciting event has to offer.”
“We’re excited to welcome the community onto the base for this weekend’s air show,”
Wild said. “Aviation Nation is a great way
to showcase what we’ve been working on

over the last couple of years, and ultimately,
it’s a way to give back to the community for
the tremendous support, and this show of
solidarity.”

Nellis AFB, the “Home of the Fighter
Pilot,” is hosting Aviation Nation 2022 as
the capstone event concluding the Air Force’s
75th anniversary celebration. For 75 years,

American Air Force personnel have excelled
as they’ve executed the Air Force’s mission
to fly, fight and win — delivering airpower
anytime, anywhere in defense of our nation.
The United States Air Force was founded on
Sept. 18, 1947, though it got its start before
then as part of the United States Army Signal
Corps in 1907.
Aviation Nation 2022 will include static
displays, exhibits and aerial performances
featuring the Thunderbirds, F-25 Lightning
II Demonstration Team, and many more
aircraft. More than 100,000 spectators are
expected to attend this free event open to
the public, making Aviation Nation a key
outreach opportunity to engage and establish
positive connections between the military
and the local community. Additionally,
fifth-generation aircraft performances are
sure to excite spectators and put on display
the U.S. Air Force’s superior capabilities and
Nellis Air Force Base’s warfighter training
mission. More information about the event
may be found at https://www.nellis.af.mil/
Aviation-Nation/.

American Red Cross and Allied Esports host
2nd Annual Rescue Royale gaming tournament
With disasters increasing in frequency and intensity, this one-month stream-athon will help disaster survivors and prepare communities for future emergencies

The Frank Sinatra Drive/Russell Road
loop will be fully closed in both directions
next week starting Sunday and again for a
three-day span next week to replace worn
pavement and install Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) conduit for coordination
of traffic signal timing.
The loop will be closed 24 hours a day
until Friday, Nov. 11 at 8:30 a.m., when it
will reopen in both directions until Sunday,
Nov. 13 at 11 a.m.
It then will remain closed in both directions 24 hours a day until Tuesday, Nov. 15
at 8:30 a.m.

There will be business access only on
Frank Sinatra southbound from Reno Avenue.
Frank Sinatra will be fully closed between
the Russell Road overpass and Russell Road
intersection with Frank Sinatra.
The I-15 northbound exit to Frank Sinatra
Drive will remain open.
The Clark County Traffic Division and
Regional Transportation Commission FAST
will adjust signal timing in the area to assist
with traffic flow.
For more information, please visit the
Clark County Resort Corridor Project website
at ResortCorridor.com.
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Closure 2: Sunday night November 13 at
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include new storm drain facilities, a new
water line and new traffic lights.
The Las Vegas Medical District is home
to University Medical Center and the new
Kirk Kerkorian School of Medicine at UNLV
building.

Frank Sinatra Dr/Russell Rd loop fully
closed in both directions
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The City of Las Vegas has released new
rendering of its Charleston Boulevard massive widening project planned for early next
year.
The project would not only expand
Charleston at Rancho Drive but would also
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New rendering showcase
Charleston widening project
in Las Vegas Medical District
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Red Cross of Southern Nevada Executive
Director.
“We asked gamers and content creators
to use their enthusiasm and skill to help us
provide support for those who have been
impacted by disasters — large and small, both
in Southern Nevada and across the country,”
said Flanigan. “Their efforts also help us
prepare communities for future emergencies
as we have seen the frequency and intensity
of the natural disasters increase.”
The Rescue Royale Disaster Relief event
allows anyone to start their own fundraiser
through the digital platform Tiltify. “The
gaming and streaming communities have
a unique and powerful ability to rally followers to deserving causes through live
entertainment and creative content,” said Jud
Hannigan, CEO of the global esports entertainment company Allied Esports. ”We’re
honored to continue to assist the Red Cross
in growing support from the next generation
of fundraisers.”
Donations made between September 1
and October 15 (including the stream-a-thon,

channel: https://youtu.be/ies_VaWNszk.
HOW CAN YOU HELP?
Make a gift to American
Red Cross Disaster Relief
Your donation enables the Red Cross
to prepare for, respond to, and help people
recover from disasters big and small. Visit
redcross.org, call 1-800-RED CROSS, or text
the word REDCROSS to 90999 to donate
$10. “Your gift is a commitment to helping
people in need, and every single donation
matters,” Flanigan said.
Volunteer
If you have the time, you can make a
significant impact as a Red Cross volunteer.
Review our most urgently needed volunteer
positions at redcross.org/volunteertoday and
get involved now.

POLARIS AVE

What: Second Annual American Red
Cross Rescue Royale Gaming
Tournament finals
Who: Top 8 players competing live
When: Saturday, October 15, 2022, 3-6 p.m.
Where: HyperX Arena in the Luxor
The American Red Cross and Allied
Sports have once again teamed up to help
with disaster relief in their second annual
Rescue Royale fundraising stream-a-thon and
esports tournament. On October 15, the top 8
Halo players from the qualifier will compete
live on the HyperX stage to determine who
will be the Last Spartan Standing.
From September 1 to October 15, participants set up an online fundraiser to help
provide food, shelter, and hope to disaster
victims. The top fundraisers and the top
players from the esports tournament won a
trip to Las Vegas for the Rescue Royale Grand
Finals at the HyperX Arena.
The inaugural philanthropic partnership
last year between the Red Cross and the
gaming community raised nearly $50,000,
according to Rachel Flanigan, American

tournament, and finale) will be used to support Hurricane Ian disaster relief, Flanigan
said. “The Red Cross responds to more than
60,000 disasters every year, from single family home fires to large scale emergencies that
impact multiple states,” she said. “In the wake
of disasters, donations help us provide food,
shelter, supplies, emotional support, recovery
planning, and financial assistance to those in
need, as well as support the vehicles, warehouses, and people that power disaster relief.”
The Red Cross is grateful to our partners
and sponsors who are contributing to Rescue
Royale, including Skillz and Twitter.
Watch the Rescue Royale Finale
Tune into the Rescue Royale live finale,
starting at 3 p.m. The finale will be streamed
from the American Red Cross’ YouTube

PONDEROSA WAY
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Why Do The Bad Ones Stay?
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By Doug Dickerson
“Choose your companions before you choose your road.” —
Patrick Lencioni
In this space back in 2019, I
wrote an article entitled Why Do
The Good Ones Leave? In that
article, I shared various reasons
why good people leave organizations. Those reasons included:
leaders with no boundaries, no
vision, limits placed on potential
and opportunities for growth, and
no accountability, to name a few.
Since writing that article, we
have continued to witness what’s
being called “The Great Resignation” and its impact on business
everywhere.
Writing in Forbes, Cindy Gordon states, “Employee disengagement and unhappiness is worrisome, and year over year, it’s
getting worse, not better.” And
herein lies the dilemma for the
modern-day worker and employer.
Much research has been conducted as to why employees are
leaving. Pew Research has excellent data citing many of the causes
of this great resignation and where
things are headed. I encourage you
to read it.
It’s been said that people don’t

DoUg DICkErsoN
quit organizations, they quit leaders. It’s a sad but true commentary
on the lack of strong leadership
skills desperately needed in the
workplace.
There are consequences to poor
leadership and as the research has
demonstrated, employees will
leave good jobs for less pay if it
means being in a better working
environment with stronger leadership. Here’s the sad reality: good
employees leave bad working environments where weak leadership
exists. Left behind is a weakened
and demoralized team forced to

pick up the pieces, share increased
duties, and often with no additional
compensation.
On the flip side of this dilemma
is another issue that needs to be
addressed. Why do the bad or toxic
employees stay?
Often, it’s not the bad team
members that leave that give you
the most heartache and grief, it’s
the ones who stay.
Why would a disengaged employee — the one with little to no
skin in the game, who instigates or
is in the middle of every bad vibe
in your organization still be around?
Here are a few possible reasons.
Those in leadership have
miscalculated that person’s
value to the organization
Could it be that an employer had
rather overlook bad behavior from
a productive employee than cut
them loose and face the headache
of finding their replacement? With
the worker shortage as we know it,
this is certainly a possibility.
But it also comes down to ways
in which leadership within the
organization perhaps has overestimated the value of the employee in
question. Consistent poor behaviors
and actions can’t be glossed over
simply because they are the best

BEHIND THE MIKE

Woke or Whack?

By Michael A. Aun
I am trying to get a handle on
what it means to be “woke.” Everything comes back to me sounding
like it should be titled “whack, not
woke.”
There is an ancient Arabic proverb that suggests: “Better to be
killed with the truth than kissed with
a lie.” That describes succinctly
what “woke” sounds like to me.
To hear proponents of the socalled “woke” movement, it is all
about utilizing your energy to have
more access to whatever you are
looking for in life. Sounds whacky
to me, but I digress in search of
some truth
From what I can gather from the
“woke” world it is all about “you.”
Sounds a bit selfish to me because
they wish to invest little but expect
exponential returns on any or no
outlay.
Reminds me of my twin grandsons- Keenan and Cameron, now
age seven going on twenty-one.
Keenan is more fact-based than
Cameron and tolerates most of his
twin brother’s shenanigans.
When I think of the word
“woke,” I am delighted I did wake
up again this morning. I am clearly
in the final quarter of my life and
trying to figure out how to communicate with this “woke” generation,
especially since I can spot age 80
from where I stand.
In words I can understand,
this generation has ”out-run their
kick coverage” i.e., they want a
touchdown every time they touch
the ball.
My old high school football
coach J. W. Ingram used to preach
to our team that any play can go for
a touchdown. Right… and I was
supposed to be born with Brad Pitt’s
good looks and enough wealth to
never have to lift a finger.
In the end, it boils down to
having enough self-awareness to
realize that there are no “gimmies”
in life. Be grateful you have a life
today! Afterall, life expectancy is

MICHAEL A. AUN
about 77 years of age. Count yourself lucky if you have survived the
carnage of late in America.
Infant mortality is 5.42 deaths
per thousand live births, according
to the National Center for Health
Statistics. I am indeed happy that
I made the cut… how about you?
Being “woke” to me has more to
do with the traditional meaning of
the word. It means I am happy to
be alive. “Woke” thinking seems to
be in search of some deep sense of
meaning that has more to do with
temporary pleasure than long-term

return.
“Woke” to me is more about
having goals in life that help you to
achieve certain objectives. It is why
we send our kids to school.
Keenan loves school and Cameron says he hates it… till he gets
there and realizes that he has the
smarts to survive that world. Still,
Cameron a/k/a “Yogi” (my nickname for him) is much like his
grandfather. My philosophy in life
is simple: “All I want out of life is
an unfair advantage.”
Keenan (a/k/a “Spike”) has
figured out that he is smarter than
his peers but wisely keeps it to
himself. Yogi not only wants to
think his own way…. he wants it
to be everyone’s way! Sorry about
that buddy.
Another Arabic proverb suggests that we need to avoid drinking
from every cup handed to you for
some may contain poison. Some
something to consider… you cannot live for just you.
*****
Michael Aun is a syndicated columnist and writes a weekly column
for this newspaper. To contact Michael Aun go to www.aunline.com.

salesperson on the team.
It means little to have an employee who is the biggest contributor to the bottom line of the company means little if they are also the
biggest jerk in the company.
Those in leadership have
miscalculated the climate
of their culture
Many in the workplace suffer in
silence. They see poor behaviors
and actions, see little to no consequence for it, and wonder why such
actions and behaviors are tolerated.
It’s demoralizing.
When those in leadership fail
to see the residual effects and
consequences on the culture of
the workplace due to the bad ones
staying then poor morale is going
to always be an issue. You can’t
expect the good ones to look the
other way forever. They will leave
if you don’t deal with it.
Those in leadership had
rather try to “keep the
peace” than rock the boat
Some in leadership simply don’t
want to confront what everyone else
sees. They had rather look the other
way than just deal with the issue at
hand. They just don’t want to rock

the boat and deal with the fallout.
This is one of the worse decisions a leader can make. On the
one hand, leadership side-steps and
avoids the necessary confrontation
that needs to take place with the bad
employee in hopes that it will get
better. As a result, morale continues
to falter. The longer this goes on the
worse things get. By trying to “keep
the peace” with one another, you’ve
made things worse for everyone.
Final Thoughts
It’s been said that what you
tolerate, you promote. And this is
especially true as it relates to why
bad employees stay in your organization. It can be for any reason
mentioned or any number of reasons not. But the end result is the
same. The bad ones will stay until
those in leadership decide it’s time
for them to go and that the morale of
the good ones and the culture of the
organization is worth the sacrifice
and worth fighting for.
*****
Doug Dickerson is a syndicated
columnist. He writes a weekly column for this newspaper. To contact
Doug Dickerson go to www.dougdickerson.net.

Bob Beckett
Attorney At Law

Elected 5 terms as Nye County District Attorney
Practice areas
Criminal defense, Personal injury, Bankruptcy
and debt, Car accident, DUI and DWI
Licensed for 29 years
AVVO CONTRIBUTIONS
Beckett knows Nevada criminal law
— especially how to get the most out of
the probation/monitoring system.
Beckett provides very effective and
personable service — His fees are also fair

During these Covid-19 days, the Urantia Book Study
Group has taken to Zoom, as many other meetings
have. As always, this high-level discussion group
is for all faiths, all ages,and all those seeking
answers to their unanswered questions.
Call 775-505-5058 for details
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Social Security awareneSS

what happens if you work while
receiving Social Security

Understand how money earned from a retirement job could impact how much you get from Social Security.

By Rachel Hartman
Picking up a part-time job in retirement is an easy way to improve
your retirement lifestyle. But before
starting a retirement job, you’ll
want to run the numbers to see how
your Social Security benefits might
change.
If you start a new job after you
begin receiving Social Security
benefits, the payments you’re
eligible for could change. If you
receive Social Security income
while working:
—Your Social Security benefits
might be temporarily reduced.
—The Social Security earnings
limit depends on your age.
—The amount you earn can impact the benefits you receive.
—You might be eligible for a
higher Social Security benefit later.
Read on to understand the consequences of working while receiving Social Security benefits.
Consider Your Social
Security Full Retirement Age
Once you have turned your full
retirement age, there is no limit on
how much you can earn while collecting Social Security payments.
Your full retirement age is based
on the year you were born. The
full retirement age for anyone born
between 1943 and 1954 is 66 years
old. Individuals born in 1960 or later have a full retirement age of 67.
“If you have reached full retirement age, you can earn as much as
you wish without it affecting your
Social Security benefits,” says
Stuart Chamberlin, president and
founder of Chamberlin Financial
in Boca Raton, Florida. “If you
have not reached full retirement age
and are collecting Social Security
benefits, then you will be subject
to income limits.”
How Much Can You
Earn While Receiving
Social Security?
If you opt to work while receiving Social Security before your
full retirement age, you will only
be able to receive a certain level of
income before your Social Security
benefit is temporarily reduced. The

Social Security earnings limit is
$1,580 per month or $18,960 per
year in 2021 for someone age 65 or
younger. If you earn more than this
amount, you can expect to have $1
withheld from your Social Security
benefit for every $2 earned above
the limit.
For example, suppose you are
65 years old and will reach full retirement age in 2023. If you receive
$2,500 in Social Security benefits
every month and have a job that
pays $2,000 a month, you are over
the income limit of $1,580 by $420
each month. During a year, you will
receive $24,000 from the job, which
is $5,040 more than the annual
earnings threshold of $18,960. As a
result, $1 out of every $2 above the
threshold will be withheld. In this
case, $210 will be withheld every
month from your Social Security
checks. You can expect to receive
$2,290 each month from Social
Security. When you turn your full
retirement age, your payments will
be recalculated to give you credit

for the withheld portion of your
benefit.
The Social Security Earnings
Limit Changes the Year You
Reach Full Retirement Age
There’s a different Social Security earnings limit for those who
turn their full retirement age in
2021, and the penalty for earning
too much is smaller. “If you are
reaching full retirement age in
2021, then your threshold is much
higher,” says Wendy Terrill, owner
of Assurance & Guarantee in Graham, North Carolina.
The Social Security income
threshold increases to $4,210 per
month or $50,520 a year in the year
you turn your full retirement age. If
you earn more than that amount, $1
will be withheld from your benefit
for every $3 in excess earnings.
For example, if you will reach
your full retirement age in 2021
and you currently receive $2,500 a
month from Social Security along
with $4,500 every month from a
job, part of your benefit will be tem-

porarily withheld. Your income surpasses the Social Security earnings
threshold by $290. You can expect
to have your benefits reduced by
around $97 each month, since $1
out of every $3 earned above the
limit will be withheld until you turn
your full retirement age.
Social Security
Payments Are Only
Withheld Temporarily
When money is withheld from
your Social Security checks, your
benefit will be recalculated when
you turn your full retirement age
to give you credit for the withheld
payments and your continued earnings. If you work while receiving
benefits and are not yet full retirement age, “the amount that was
deducted from your Social Security will be added back into your
checks,” says Jared Weitz, CEO of
United Capital Source Inc. in Great
Neck, New York. “This is a great
payout to consider if you are still
healthy and able to work during the
early retirement years.”

Working Can Make
Your Social Security
Benefit Taxable
If you are receiving Social Security benefits, you’ll want to keep in
mind that any income from working, withdrawals from traditional
IRAs or 401(k)s and dividends and
interest on your investments can
contribute to making part of your
Social Security payments taxable.
If the sum of your adjusted gross
income, nontaxable interest and
half of your Social Security benefit
is higher than a certain amount,
a portion of your Social Security
payments might be taxable. “If you
file as single on your income taxes
and have earned income of between
$25,000 to $34,000, then as much
as 50 percent of your Social Security benefits can now be taxable,”
Terrill says. For income that is
greater than $34,000 ($44,000
for couples), up to 85 percent of
your Social Security benefit can
be taxable.
Can You Work and Collect
Social Security Benefits?
Yes, you can work and collect
Social Security benefits at the same
time. However, if you are younger
than your full retirement age, part of
your Social Security payments may
be temporarily withheld if you earn
too much. Once you turn your full
retirement age, there is no penalty
for working while collecting Social
Security benefits, and your payment
will be increased to give you credit
for benefits that were withheld in
the past.
Rachel Hartman began writing
for U.S. News in 2018, covering
topics related to personal finance
and retirement. She has a financial
and business-related background,
starting with a degree in business
administration. For more than a
decade, she has written material
related to budgeting, saving and
investing. Her work has appeared
in national and international publications including The Costco
Connection, Wells Fargo Conversations, Yahoo! Finance and
FOXBusiness.com.

a Guide to Social Security Disability
Gather the right information before applying for disability benefits if you are unable to work.

By Rachel Hartman
One in 4 Americans will become
disabled by age 67, according to
the Social Security Administration. “That means you could lose
your greatest asset — your ability
to earn an income,” says Steve
Azoury, a financial advisor and
owner of Azoury Financial in Troy,
Michigan. Social Security disability
insurance is designed to replace
some of this lost income if you
have a medical condition and can
no longer work.
To receive SSDI, you will need
to meet certain criteria. The exact
benefits you receive will depend on
your age and how much you earned
during your working years. The
average Social Security disability
benefit amount was $1,278 per
month in January 2021, according
to Social Security Administration
data.
Social Security disability insurance:
—Is paid for by workers and
companies through their taxes.
—Is designed to help those who
cannot work due to a disability.
—Can be applied for online, in
person or by phone.
—Has certain limitations and
exclusions.
Here’s a look at how the Social
Security disability program works
and how to apply for disability
benefits.
How Disability
Insurance Works
Those who are employed pay
for the disability insurance program through taxes. Social Security collects 6.2 percent of worker
earnings, up to $142,800 in 2021.
Employers also pay 6.2 percent
of employee wages into Social
Security. The Federal Insurance
Contributions Act is the law that
oversees these taxes.
During your working years,
you’ll pay taxes that are used to
fund the Social Security disability
program. If you become disabled

and are unable to work, you can
apply for benefit payments.
“Generally speaking, you have
to have paid into Social Security
through FICA taxes for five of
the 10 years immediately prior to
becoming disabled in order to be eligible,” says Michael Liner, founder
of Liner Legal in Cleveland.
How to Apply for Social
Security Disability
Before filling out an application,
you’ll need to determine what you
are now unable to do as a result of
your disability. “You have to prove
you are not able to do any kind of
work,” says Jerry Zivic, a retired
Social Security disability lawyer.
“It is not whether somebody will
hire you or not.”
If you can perform work, even
if it isn’t related to your previous
profession, you may not be eligible.
For example, a surgeon might suffer
a hand injury and no longer be able
to carry out duties in the medical
field. But if the injury isn’t severe,
and the person can do other tasks

such as answer the phone or walk
dogs, Social Security disability
benefits might not be an option.
Print out a list of the medications you take, along with their
side effects, to send in with your
application. You can also have your
doctor list information about your
condition.
“It would be helpful if your
medical provider can provide a
statement that you are not able to
do any type of work,” Zivic says.
Put your medical records together,
including doctor visits, diagnoses
and any other information that helps
explain your disability.
The long-term outlook for your
health condition will also be considered when evaluating your application. “You must be completely
unable to work with a condition
that is expected to last for at least
a year or result in death,” Azoury
says. “There are no partial or shortterm disability benefits from Social
Security.” If you need back surgery
and are unable to work for several

months but are expected to heal
completely, you may not be eligible
for disability benefits.
Once you have the information you need, you can send in an
application to the Social Security
Administration online. You can
also call 1-800-772-1213 to apply.
If you are deaf or hard of hearing,
the number is 1-800-325-0778.
Applications are also available at
your local Social Security office.
To apply in person, you should call
and make an appointment.
If you apply at a local Social
Security office, the person who
interviews you will make “field office observations” about your case
and take note of aspects of your
behavior, appearance, grooming or
degree of limitations as perceived
by the interviewer.
“They note if the applicant came
with a cane or a walker, or appears
to have difficulty sitting for the
duration of the interview,” Liner
says. “It is one more opportunity to
present helpful limitations to SSA

that may be missed if you merely
apply online or do an application
over the phone.”
Social Security Disability
Benefits to Expect
After you apply, the SSA will
review your application, which
can take several months. You will
then be notified if you are eligible
for benefits.
“Once eligible, benefits are set
to replace about 40 percent of the
average worker’s income,” Azoury
says.
If your application is denied and
you remain unable to work, you
may decide to have a lawyer help
oversee your case. Before hiring
anyone, check that the person is
an attorney.
“A lot of people that help are not
attorneys and they cannot take your
case to federal court if you lose,”
Zivic says. In addition, attorneys
are only allowed to be paid if they
win the case. “The fee must be
approved by the SSA,” Zivic says.
After you start receiving benefits, your file will be periodically
reviewed to determine if you are
still eligible. For this reason, it’s
important to continue to save all
medical records and information
about your condition. You may need
to provide documentation of your
disability in the future when your
case is evaluated.
*****
Rachel Hartman began writing
for U.S. News in 2018, covering
topics related to personal finance
and retirement. She has a financial
and business-related background,
starting with a degree in business
administration. For more than a
decade, she has written material
related to budgeting, saving and
investing. Her work has appeared
in national and international publications including The Costco
Connection, Wells Fargo Conversations, Yahoo! Finance and
FOXBusiness.com.
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What You
Need To
Know
By Dr Nina Radcliff

Tripledemic

By Dr. Nina Radcliff, MD
The measures that helped keep
us safe from COVID-19 over the
past 2-1/2 years: physical distancing, wearing masks, along with
frequent hand-washing and surface
cleanings, also helped limit the
spread of other viruses, like influenza (flu) and respiratory syncytial
virus (RSV). And as people have
returned to their active lifestyles,
removing masks, reducing hand
and surface cleansings behaviors. .
.those respiratory viruses are back,
in full force.
The CDC is reporting early increases in seasonal influenza activity in most of the United States. And
health experts are concerned, warning that RSV, the flu and COVID-19
viruses could all collide, creating a
“Tripledemic.”
While we’ve had a couple of reasonably quiet years of influenza as
a result of all the measures taken to
control COVID, we’ve already seen
increases in influenza activity, in
October. Historically speaking, this
is an earlier surge of influenza (prior
to COVID, flu season usually started in November or December with
the peak happening in February).
Just last week, there was an
uptick in patients admitted to the
hospital with flu complications over
the previous week, according to the
CDC. And while there’s generally
variability year-to-year, this current

flu season is now experiencing a
rapid rise (again, earlier than usual). Along with soaring RSV cases,
health experts are warning communities may be facing the threat of a
“tripledemic” on the near horizon.
Fueling Facts
Doctors are managing an early
rise in pediatric respiratory viruses,
particularly RSV. As of last week,
pediatric bed occupancy across
the U.S. was the highest it’s been
in two years with 75 percent of the
estimated beds filled with patients.
Generally, over the years influenza activity has started in children,
then spread to the other age groups.
Now, according to the CDC along
with RSV, more respiratory illnesses including influenza, are appearing earlier, and in more people of
all ages, than in past years.
Unparalleled Actions
Scientists underscore that unparalleled protective health actions
during the pandemic had unparalleled effects. In other words, the
degree of societal health measures
that occurred with the COVID
pandemic really has been unprecedented in modern day. Those interventions, while they were great at
limiting the spread of COVID-19,
they also did a good job of limiting
the spread of other respiratory diseases such as RSV and influenza.
The medical/healthcare community
has been aware and understands

these infections would return. And
now with the uptick in RSV and
influenza, it means that there’s a
resurgence of some of these viruses — but in a more significant way
with warnings of a tripledemic as
we head into our colder days and
holiday season when COVID cases have historically experienced
surges.
Prevention
To avoid the tripledemic — or
any single infection — there are
measures you can take that will
sound familiar:
—Wash hands
—Keep frequently used surfaces
clean
—Sneeze or cough into a tissue
or into your elbow rather than your
hands
—Boost your immunity by
getting plenty of sleep and eating
a healthy diet
—Consider wearing a mask,
especially when you’re sick.
—If sick, stay home
—Try and stay away from other
people who are sick
—Be current on vaccines
—CDC recommends that everyone ages 6 months and older

get a flu vaccine every season to
help prevent infection and severe
illness. It takes about two weeks
after vaccination for antibodies to
develop in the body and provide
protection against influenza virus
infection. It’s best to get vaccinated
sooner now than later.
—Maximize protection against
COVID, speak to your healthcare
provider with questions to get all
recommended vaccine doses and
boosters as soon as possible
—And while there’s no vaccine
to prevent RSV, following the
above will help limit the spread.
—Understand the symptoms.
There’s a lot of overlap between
these symptoms, so you can’t tell by
just looking at someone. Symptoms
for all three viruses are similar but
there are some differences.
—With RSV, especially in children are runny nose/nasal congestion, cough, and wheezing. Chests
may move up and down quite a
bit more than you would normally
expect to see a chest moving during
breathing, or a very rapid respiratory rate.
—Flu is more commonly seen
with a fever, body aches, chills,

and a cough
—COVID can present with any
respiratory symptom, runny nose,
cough, or sore throat. It tends to be
a little less distinct with its symptoms unless there’s a loss of sense
of taste or smell.
Stay vigilant — understanding
that RSV is circulating at record
numbers while flu cases are showing-up earlier than usual, in higher
numbers typical for this time of
year and it hasn’t peaked. Too,
while protection from vaccines and
prior infection have reduced the
severity of COVID-19 infections,
it remains dangerous, especially for
people who are older or have certain
health conditions
This article is for general information only and should not be
used for the diagnosis or treatment
of medical conditions and cannot
substitute for the advice from your
medical professional. Dr. Nina has
used all reasonable care in compiling the current information but
it may not apply to you and your
symptoms. Always consult a doctor
or other health care professional
for diagnosis and treatment of
medical conditions.
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