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“I may disapprove of what you say, but I will defend to the death your right to say it” — Voltaire

Las Vegas police cracked
1980 cold case with DNA

(KTNV) — Nearly 42 years
after she was sexually assaulted and
murdered in her Las Vegas home,
the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police
Department arrested the man suspected of killing Sandra DiFelice.
Homicide Lt. Jason Johansson
announced the arrest of Paul Nuttall
on Monday.
DiFelice was found “brutally”
raped and murdered on Dec. 26,
1980 in her residence near 15th
Street and Bonanza Road, Johansson said.
Investigators collected “numerous” items of evidence and even
developed a person of interest in

My Point
of
View
By Rolando Larraz
The My Point of View
opinions went blank on
February 8, 2022 in memory of the founder and editor-in-chief of this publication, Rolando Larraz, who
during the last 25 years
expressed his point of view
and opinions on matters of
interest to this community.

Sandra DiFelice was found “brutally” murdered in her Las Vegas home
in 1980. Nearly 42 years later, METRO announced the arrest of a man
suspected of her murder, thanks to new DNA technology.

DiFelice’s death, “but unfortunately
none that resulted in the identification of the person responsible for
the murder, or any charges being
filed in this case,” Johansson said.
In February of 2021, investigators in Metro’s cold case unit
received a call from DiFelice’s
daughter, who was 3 years old when
her mother was killed. “Thankfully,” Johansson said, DiFelice’s
daughter was staying with her
grandparents the night of the murder.
She asked detectives for an
update on the investigation. Upon
review, they discovered that addi-

tional evidence in the case could
be submitted for testing using
new DNA technology, Johansson
explained.
Paul Nuttall was recently arrested in connection with the 1980 rape
and murder of Sandra DiFelice,
who was found dead in her home on
Dec. 26, 1980, the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department says.
DNA recovered from underneath
DiFelice’s fingernails was linked to
Nuttall, Johansson explained.
Nuttall was a person if interest
in the initial investigation, he noted. That’s because one of Nuttall’s
(See 42-year-old Cold Case, Page 3)

By Kirk O’Neil
TheStreet
Las Vegas Strip hotels and casinos can get ready to roll out the red
carpet for a third major sports team
after the head of a major league
signaled that it looks like a club
might soon be coming to Sin City.
The National Hockey League
was the first major professional
league to recognize Las Vegas as
a prime location for a team, but

it took about 10 years after investors started talking to the league
before the Vegas Golden Knights
celebrated their inaugural season
in 2017-18.
Raiders’ Comical Chairs
The musical chairs that the
National Football League’s Raiders have played with cities over
the past 40 years has been more
like comical chairs. The Oakland
Raiders’ then-owner Al Davis in

1982 moved his team to Los Angeles after a failed attempt to get
improvements made to the Oakland-Alameda County Coliseum.
The Raiders continued having
failed attempts at either adequate
stadium improvements or a new
stadium while in the Los Angeles
area. Davis even took a $10 million good-faith payment from the
City of Irwindale, Calif., for a new
(See Athletics Coming, Page 2)

Members of Culinary Workers Union 226 gathered at its Las Vegas
headquarters in October for a meeting that doubled as a political rally.

in the restaurants, bars, casinos and
hotels that drive the economies of
Las Vegas and Reno. Thanks to
union-negotiated contracts, they
enjoy job security and financial
stability that are uncommon in
hospitality businesses. Wages for
members of the local average $26
per hour, according to union officials, and rise every year. The jobs
come with health insurance, free
training for career advancement
(See Culinaru Union, Page 3)

Las Vegas Strip gets good news about
capturing major league baseball team

These cooks, waiters and casino
workers could swing the Senate
Hospitality workers enjoy
unusual clout in Nevada,
where the powerful Las Vegas
culinary union is rallying
members to tip close races.

By Brett Anderson
New York Times
LAS VEGAS — Carlos Padilla
walked to his pickup truck with a
shoulder bag full of campaign literature and an agenda for shaping
the future of the country. It was 20
days before the midterm elections,
and Mr. Padilla, a pastry chef, was
on his way out of the headquarters
of the Culinary Workers Union 226.
The meeting he’d just attended
was part business session, part political rally. There were energizing
chants (“2-2-6!” “We vote, we
win!”) and speeches from politicians pleading for the support of
the 400 assembled servers, cooks,
bussers and guest room attendants.
Like Mr. Padilla, all would spend
the rest of the day knocking on
voters’ doors in a city that has long
been an electoral pivot in this swing
state, and beyond.
Even in the world of organized
labor, hospitality workers have
never been much of a force. But
campaign visits to the union hall by
presidential candidates — Barack
Obama, Hillary Clinton, Joe Biden
— over the years attest to this local’s unusual brand: political power.
The source of that power is the
union’s 60,000 members, who work

Day of Dignity

In the shadows of downtown Las Vegas, hundreds gathered during the during the Day of Dignity promoted
by Al-Maun (neighborhood needs) and Islamic Relief USA. This was the 18th year of this humanitarian
effort. It is an outreach to those families and individuals who need a little extra to make it through the day.
Food, clothing, blankets, and hygiene kits as well as baby items were available. Photo by Ramon Savoy

Save your child’s life: Vote Republican in midterms
By Wayne Allyn Root
I’m the guy who has argued nonstop on my national radio show, and
my two national TV shows, and in
my syndicated newspaper columns,
for six months now, that Democrats
bet the house (literally) on the
wrong horse. That this midterm
election was never about abortion.
It was always about inflation. And
that the GOP should stick to inflation, inflation, inflation.

Inflation may very well
be the worst in the
history of America.
Everyone’s incomes and assets
are being systematically wiped
out. Middle Class America is being
destroyed. They can’t put food on
the table. They can’t put gas in their
cars. They’re scared of becoming
homeless. Retirees can’t survive.
They have to go back to work at
(See Wayne Allyn Root, Page 2)
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U.S. warns western states it may
impose Colorado River water cuts
By Daniel Trotta
(Reuters) — The U.S. government warned on Friday that it
may impose water supply cuts on
California, Arizona and Nevada to
protect the Colorado River and its
two main reservoirs from overuse,
drought and climate change.
The U.S. Bureau of Reclamation unveiled three possible action
plans: one to impose cutbacks,
another to allow western states to
work out a reduction plan on their
own, or a third and least likely option of taking no action.
Besides protecting drinking
water supplies, the proposed federal
action might also preserve hydroelectric production at the country’s
two largest reservoirs.
The bureau, part of the Department of Interior, had previously set
a mid-August deadline for seven
western states to negotiate their
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Quote of the Week:

“Bad officials are elected by
good citizens who don’t vote.”

—George Jean Nathan,
American Drama Critic
and Magazine Editor

Please Note:

Although the Las Vegas Tribune is open to all and sundry
opinions about what we publish,
we wish to inform all those who
choose to submit their opinions
in writing to refrain from threatening anyone about whom an
article is written or the writer of
the article. In other words, any
opinions containing threats will
not be published. We thank you
for adhering to this policy.

Mission Statement

We search for the truth, embrace the truth, and print the
truth. If we inadvertently print
something that is not true, we
will let our readers know. We are
open to documented information
to shed light on any issue of
concern to our readers. We are
of service to our community, and
it is our intention to serve our
community the best way we can.

own reductions or possibly face
mandatory cutbacks.
When the deadline passed, federal officials gave the states more
time to reach a deal affecting the
water supply of 40 million people.
While federal officials still prefer
a negotiated settlement, that time
appears to be running out, as the
bureau said it would stop hearing
public comments on the proposals
on Dec. 20.
“We are committed to taking

prompt and decisive action necessary to protect the Colorado River
System and all those who depend
on it,” Interior Secretary Deb Haaland said in a press statement.
The seven states operate under a
100-year-old compact distributing
Colorado River water, but that
agreement has come under increasing strain from the worst drought in
1,200 years, which has been exacerbated by climate change.
(See Water Cut Threats Page 4)

The Athletic’s averaged fewer than 10,000 people per game this season
said would “all but doom our ef- nounced it was exploring relocation
possibilities while preferring to stay
forts“ to stay in Oakland.
Manfred echoed those senti- in the Bay Area in a new stadium.
At the time, the A’s “worked
ments, saying there is now “uncertainty” if the A’s will stay put. The very hard to advance a new ballpark
team’s lease at the Coliseum ends in downtown Oakland for the last
four years, investing significant
after the 2024 season.
In May of last year, the team an- resources while facing multiple

roadblocks,” MLB said.
The Golden State Warriors
moved to San Francisco last year,
while the Raiders moved to Vegas
before the start of the 2020 season.
The A’s ranked dead last in
attendance this past season, averaging just 9,849 people per game,
according to Baseball Reference. It
was the lowest average in baseball
since the 2004 Montreal Expos,
who moved to Washington, D.C.,
for the start of the next season.
Combined with the lockout, the
A’s traded away Matt Olson, Matt
Chapman, Sean Manaea and Chris
Bassitt.
On May 2, only 2,488 people
came to see the A’s take on the Tampa Bay Rays, whom Manfred says
thinks will remain in St. Petersburg.

(Continued from Page 1)
stadium to be located in an old rock
quarry and not far from a Miller
beer brewery.
The project never got off the
ground, and Davis gladly pocketed
the money.
The Raiders in 1995 returned to
Oakland with an agreement that a
special district would renovate the
Coliseum and add luxury boxes.
The improvements weren’t good
enough for the Raiders and attempts
to get another new stadium failed.
So, the Raiders tried to get another Los Angeles stadium deal but
that also failed in January 2016. In
April 2016, the team proclaimed
that it wanted to move to Las Vegas.
In October 2016, the state of Nevada approved financing for a 65,000seat Las Vegas Raiders stadium and
the Raiders received approval from
the NFL in March 2017 to relocate
to Las Vegas.
The Las Vegas Raiders kicked
off their first season in August
2020 in newly completed Allegiant

Las Vegas hotels and casinos are getting excited about the possibility
that a major league baseball team may finally relocate to Sin City.
Stadium.
has made a huge effort to try to get
A’s Next Stop Could
it done in Oakland. It just doesn’t
Be Las Vegas
look like it’s going to happen,”
Las Vegas hotels, casinos and Manfred told Sirius XM Radio talk
restaurants are getting excited about show host Chris Russo, according
the real possibility that the Oakland to the Las Vegas Review-Journal. “I
A’s may finally be moving to Sin think the A’s have proceeded pruCity after MLB Commissioner Rob dently in terms of exploring the Las
Manfred proclaimed on Oct. 29 Vegas alternative, given the lack of
that he doesn’t believe an Oakland pace in Oakland. I think they have
stadium will be built and Las Vegas to look for an alternative.”
might be the alternative.
The A’s lease on the Oakland
“I think the mayor in Oakland Coliseum expires following the

2024 baseball season, giving the
A’s over two years to get a stadium
built in time for the 2025 season.
“Something has to happen,”
Manfred said. “We can’t go five
more years in the Coliseum …
Given the lack of pace in Oakland,
the lack of certainty, they have
to be looking at Las Vegas. They
need an alternative because they
can’t continue to play in the facility
they’re in.”
The A’s have publicly stated
that they’re talking with Circus
Circus owner Phil Ruffin about
building a stadium at the Las Vegas
Fairgrounds site adjacent to Circus
Circus.
Also, Bally’s, which is about to
take over operations at the Tropicana, has said that it has had discussions with the A’s about building a
stadium at that site.
If a deal is reached in either
location on the Las Vegas Strip,
the team is looking to construct a
30,000-seat stadium with a retractable roof.

(Continued from Page 1)
age 70.
That is what the election
of 2022 is about. Your
economic survival.
And of course, there are a few
other issues to throw into the storymassive crime increases; murderers
being let out without bail thanks to
Soros-funded Democrat DA’s; open
borders; 87,000 new IRS agents;
and miserable failing schools who
teach critical race theory, hate for
America, and transgender propaganda, instead of the three R’s.
Those are the issues
that matter.
And I was right. It worked like
magic. A massive red wave landslide is upon us. As of days ago, I
predicted a 50+ seat GOP victory
in the House and 3 to 5 GOP seat
victory in the Senate.
But then something happened
that was so shocking, I believe it
pushed even inflation out of first
place. This is the new issue that
closes the deal for a GOP landslide.
This is the final blow that destroys
the Democrat Party.
The CDC became the
“Child Death Cult.”
Last week the CDC voted unanimously to recommend to every
school district in the country to
mandate the Covid vaccine to every
child, or they can’t go to public
school. They recommend the Covid
vaccine be added to the “vaccine
schedule.”
The CDC claims they only “recommend.” But that’s another big
government scam. We all know every blue state Governor, blue state
hospital and doctor, and every blue

state school district will instantly
turn a CDC “recommendation”
into a mandate, and force-vaccinate
every child in the country.
This just became a life-or-death
election. This just became the civil
rights issue of the 21st century. This
just became the parental rights issue
of the millennium.
This CDC decision is child
abuse, reckless endangerment, negligence, medical malpractice, fraud,
insanity, conspiracy, cover-up, and
crimes against humanity, all rolled
into one.
By the way, did you know the
CDC reports higher rates of COVID
in vaccinated young children than
in unvaccinated.
Did you know UK government
data shows children who are vaxxed
are 4,423 percent more likely to die
from any cause, and 13,633 percent
more likely to die from COVID.
Or that new studies report young
people are up to 100 times more
likely to get seriously ill from the
COVID vaccine versus COVID
itself.
Does any of that worry you?
Give you pause before giving your
child this dangerous, deadly experimental vaccine?
And why would children need to
risk serious injury or death from an
experimental vaccine when studies
in the UK show the risk from death
from COVID for children is basically zero.
In America, John Hopkins
studied 48,000 children who got
COVID and also found zero deaths,
except for children with childhood
cancer.
Every parent in America — es-

pecially Mama Bears — now has
a life-or-death reason to vote 100
percent straight ticket Republican
for the midterms — to protect your
precious, innocent children from an
experimental, emergency-use-only,
rushed-to-production, vaccine that
has proven dangerous and deadly
all over the world.
Because if you live in a blue
state, every child will be force
vaccinated, and all parental rights
will be nullified.
Not all Republicans are against
the COVID vaccine. But they are
all against vaccine mandates. With
Republicans in charge, no child will
ever be force vaccinated.
If you elect red state Governors,
Senators, Congressman, state legislators, mayors, councilman and
school boards, they will refuse
the CDC recommendation, and no
child will ever be forced to take an
experimental vaccine against their
will, or the will of their parents.
In red states, red counties and red
school districts, parental rights will
be upheld.
Our corrupt CDC, owned by Big
Pharma, wants to risk the life of every child in America, and take away
all your rights as a parent. All in
the name of greed. Why? Because
Americans have “vaccine regret.”
No one wants the new booster. The
vaccine money is drying up. But
there are hundreds of billions of
dollars to be made if every innocent
child is forced to vaccinate.
Put inflation aside- your beautiful child’s life is on the line. They
could be disabled, crippled, gravely
injured, or killed by this experimental vaccine. Their heart could

be destroyed.
Every parent in America who
loves their children, who has no
interest in turning them into a combination of guinea pig and crash
test dummy, has only one choice
on November 8th…
VOTE REPUBLICAN.
Failing that, it’s time to organize
a nationwide strike and boycott by
every parent in America. Take your
kids out of school for a week to
protest COVID vaccine mandates.
Failing that, it’s time for every
parent in America to get your kids
out of all public schools immediately. The CDC may have just
turned the whole country into homeschoolers!
Or every good parent in America
needs to pack up, sell your home in
a blue state, and move to a solid red
state that respects parental rights
and refuses mandates.
But it all starts with every parent
in America voting Republican on
Election Day. Because your children’s life depends on it.
And with a resounding GOP
landslide, all the rest could become
unnecessary!
*****
Wayne Allyn Root is known as
“the Conservative Warrior.” “The
Great Patriot Protest & Boycott
Book” is Wayne’s new #1 bestseller.
Wayne is a CEO, entrepreneur and
host of the nationally-syndicated
“Wayne Allyn Root: Raw & Unfiltered” aired daily in Las Vegas on
KMZQ, 670 AM from 3 p.m. to 7
p.m. and the “WAR RAW” podcast.
Read Wayne’s commentaries and
see his videos at ROOTforAmerica.
com

An aerial view of Lake Powell is seen, where water levels have
declined dramatically to lows not seen since it was filled in the 1960s.

Athletics likely to leave Oakland for
Las Vegas, MLB commissioner says
By Ryan Morik
Fox News
Oakland may be out of professional sports teams sooner rather
than later. The future of the Athletics in Oakland has been in limbo
for several years, but MLB Commissioner Rob Manfred thinks a
new destination is on the horizon.
Manfred told Sirius XM that
he’s no longer optimistic they will
remain in Oakland, and a move to
Las Vegas is likely.
The A’s and Oakland officials
had been in discussions regarding
a new stadium as part of the Howard Terminal project, but deadlines
passed without progress. Because
of this, negotiations for the project
have been pushed to next year,
which A’s president Dave Kaval

Athletics Coming

Wayne Allyn Root

RECEIVE A FREE COPY OF THE LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE EVERY WEEK!
To receive a complimentary link to every new issue of the Las Vegas Tribune, please send
an email to circulation@lasvegastribune.com and give us the email address where you
would like your copy sent. We look forward to having you as a subscriber to our publication.

Nevada Senate race locked in dead heat
November 2-8, 2022 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / Page 3

By Brad Dress
The Hill
Sen. Catherine Cortez Masto (D-Nev.)
and Republican nominee Adam Laxalt are
locked in a dead heat, according to a New
York Times-Siena College poll released just
more than a week before Election Day
Cortez Masto and Laxalt are tied, with 47
percent of likely Nevada voters backing each
candidate, the poll shows.
Last week, the Democratic senator and
Republican challenger were also deadlocked
in a CBS News-YouGov poll.
The candidates are also nearly tied in
favorability ratings, according to the poll
released on Monday.
Cortez Masto is viewed favorably by 52
percent of likely Nevada voters, while Laxalt

Sen. Catherine Cortez Masto (D-Nev.) and her Republican rival, former
state Attorney General Adam Laxalt, are deadlocked at 47 percent apiece.

is viewed favorably by about 51 percent.
The race is one of the more closely
watched contests as both parties vie for control of the evenly divided Senate.
About 48 percent of Nevada voters surveyed say they want a Republican-controlled
Congress, while 44 percent say they want a
Democratic-controlled Congress.
Consistent with other polling, about 51
percent of Nevada likely voters say the economy is a major concern this election cycle,
while just 35 percent list social issues, such
as abortion, gun control and democracy, as
a major concern.
The New York Times-Siena College poll
was conducted Oct. 19 to Oct. 24 among 885
likely voters in Nevada. The margin of error
is 4.3 percentage points.

Slot machines at Las Vegas airport
bring in more than $1 billion in revenue
(FOX5) — The company who
operates the slots at Las Vegas’ Harry Reid International Airport announced that the gaming machines
have generated over $1 billion in
all-time revenue.
According to a news release, Michael Gaughan’s Airport Slot Concession, Inc. has operated the slot
machines at the Las Vegas airport
for 36 years. The company operates
1,430 slot machines throughout the
airport’s terminals and employees
245 employees.
The release notes that the com-

pany in 2022 “celebrated a milestone,” as it generated one billion
dollars in revenue over the lifetime

(Continued from Page 1)
fingerprints was found inside DiFelice’s home. Detectives investigating the case learned the fingerprint
could be explained, however,
because Nuttall was a friend of
DiFelice’s roommate, Johansson
said. DiFelice may have known the
man now suspected of killing her, or
at least been acquainted with him,
he added.
Once the DNA was confirmed to
be Nuttall’s detectives coordinated
with the Clark County District
Attorney’s Office, which issued a

warrant for Nuttall’s arrest. He was
taken into custody at his home in
northwest Las Vegas with the help
of Metro’s Criminal Apprehension
Team, Johansson said.
“After he was taken into custody, my cold case investigators
had the pleasure of making the
one phone call that every cold
case detective wants to make,”
Johansson said. They were able to
inform DiFelice’s daughter the man
suspected of murdering her mother
was in custody.
Sandra DiFelice was found

(Continued from Page 1)
and even help in making a down
payment on a home.
Mr. Padilla, 53, is among the
hundreds of members who take
paid leaves of absence from their
jobs (another contract provision) to
campaign for candidates the union
supports.
“I’m a 29-year union member,”
Mr. Padilla said. “Anything they’ve
ever asked me to do to help, I’ve
done.”
The local — often referred to
by members simply as Culinary,
or 226 — hasn’t always prevailed
in this swing state’s races. But its
diverse membership includes constituencies that political professionals believe hold the keys to power.
About 55 percent of members are
women, and 45 percent are immigrants. The average member is a
44-year-old Latina.
Canvassing expertise is another
big advantage. The union’s army
of hospitality workers has already
knocked on more than 750,000
doors this campaign season, according to union leaders, who believe
they can tip the election in favor
of the largely Democratic slate
they’re currently supporting. Many
candidates are fighting for their
political lives, most notably Senator
Catherine Cortez Masto, who is in
a tight race against the Republican
challenger Adam Laxalt that could
determine which party controls the
Senate.
Asked how they would counteract the union’s ability to turn
out voters, Mr. Laxalt’s campaign
responded with a statement blaming Democrats for inflation and
high gasoline prices. “I will fight
for lower taxes,” it read, “and
I will fight against government
shutdowns and mandates that put
workers out of a job.”
One exception to the union’s
Democratic tilt was its endorsement
of Brian Sandoval, a Republican, in
his 2014 re-election campaign for
governor. Mr. Sandoval broke with
his party on issues important to the
union, like immigration reform and
the Affordable Care Act.
No Republicans in the state
legislature voted for two recent
union-backed, pandemic-related
bills — one that provides workplace
protections for hospitality workers,
and one that guarantees their right
to return to their old jobs.
Founded in 1935, the union established itself by recruiting workers from elsewhere to take jobs in

this burgeoning desert city. Its ranks
grew alongside Nevada’s gambling
industry, not always harmoniously.
One strike, which began in 1991
at the Frontier casino-hotel, lasted
more than six years.
Jim Manley, a political consultant who was an aide to former
Senator Harry Reid, said the union
became impossible to ignore in
2008, when it helped Mr. Obama
beat John McCain by 12 percentage points in Nevada, even though
Mr. McCain was from neighboring
Arizona.
Today, the hospitality industry is
Nevada’s biggest private employer,
and union members are entrenched
in the state’s power structure. Jacky
Rosen, Nevada’s junior senator, is a
former union member and Caesar’s
Palace server.
Next week’s elections will be the
first since the death last December
of Mr. Reid, a political brawler
whose close relationship with the
union was mutually beneficial.
“The question is whether the Reid
machine is as effective as it was in
the past,” Mr. Manley said.
To win in a midterm election
that seems to favor Republicans,
Nevada Democrats need the union
to drive up Democratic voter turnout in Clark County, which includes
Las Vegas, said Jon Ralston, a
veteran Nevada political journalist.
“It’s that simple,” he wrote in a
text message, adding that the union
“has the bodies and experience to
do it.”
Mr. Padilla started as a pastry
chef at Treasure Island, a casino
and hotel, nearly 30 years ago, after
moving to Las Vegas from Flagstaff, Ariz. He became interested
in union work when his brother-inlaw, an iron worker, took him to a
rally. “Turned out it was Culinary
that was holding this rally,” he said.
“I was in awe.”
In the past two years, Mr. Padilla
has spent more time canvassing
than baking bread and pastries. In
the run-up to the 2020 elections,
when he was laid off from his job
because of pandemic shutdowns,
the union paid him to canvass
door-to-door.
He then moved temporarily to
Georgia, where he joined other hospitality workers helping Raphael
Warnock win a tight runoff election
that gave Democrats a one-vote
Senate majority. (Union officials
said canvassers would likely return
to Georgia if the current Senate race
goes to a runoff.)

42-year-old Cold Case

Culinary Union

generated approximately $39.8
million in gross revenue annually,
which equates to an average of
$34.4 million in revenue directly
for the airport.
“Non-aviation revenue is beneficial in that it helps to lessen our
costs for air carriers. As a discretionary travel market, we’re very
diligent in keeping our costs to
the airlines both stable and as low
as we can reasonably maintain,”
said Scott Kichline, Harry Reid
International Airport’s Assistant
Director for Business Commercial/

Development. “Financial considerations aside, Las Vegas is known for
casinos. Having slots in the airport
is an amenity travelers largely enjoy
and have come to expect. Seeing
and hearing slots the moment they
arrive sets the tone for an Only
Vegas experience, and on their way
out, many also enjoy the opportunity to pursue one last jackpot.”
According to the release, both
Harry Reid International and Reno-Tahoe International Airport are
the only two airports in the United
States with slot machines.

Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department homicide Lt. Jason
Johansson announced the arrest of Paul Nuttall on Monday.
“brutally” murdered in her Las Ve- new DNA technology. Nuttall has
gas home in 1980. Nearly 42 years lived the majority of his life since
later, Las Vegas Metropolitan Po- DiFelice’s murder right here in the
lice announced the arrest of a man valley, Johansson said.
suspected of her murder, thanks to
On Thursday, police arrested

Paul Nuttall, 64, and charged him
with murder, sexual assault and
burglary, the release said.
“I am hopeful in some way,
shape or form this provides closure
for the family, and justice for DiFelice” Johansson said.
On the day of the crime, DiFelice’s daughter was 3 years old and
was staying with her grandparents,
Johansson said. She reached out to
police last year, which prompted a
review of her mother’s case.
After the department’s DNA lab
reviewed the case, officers found
additional evidence and processed
it using advanced DNA technology,
police said.
Court records show Nuttall was
jailed in Las Vegas on Tuesday and
was due in court Wednesday for a
hearing on the charges.

of its airport contract.
According to the release, the
machines, in recent years, have

Stavros ANTHONY
for Lieutenant Governor

As Lieutenant Governor, Stavros Anthony will focus on economic
development with an emphasis on small business, public safety
across the state and safe communities, promoting and advancing
tourism, and oversight of the Nevada State Senate.
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Is Paul Pelosi story new Jussie Smollett fraud,
the new Hunter Biden laptop scandal or both?
By Wayne Allyn Root
No one knows what happened at the Pelosi mansion. Not yet. But I sure can take an
educated guess about what happened.
From the emails I got over the weekend
from hundreds of my TV and radio fans, it’s
no secret. Everyone believes they know what
happened. This cover story is so rancid, no
one fell for it. There are rumors flying around
the Internet by the millions. One thing is
for sure- the Pelosi’s aren’t fooling anyone.
The whole world knows the cover story is
complete B.S.
I have no special insider status. But I
have common sense. So, let me present my
perspective.
First, I lived for many years in a beautiful,
gated, high-security, country club in the suburbs of Las Vegas. My neighbor was Harry
Reid. He lived just down the street. A very
high-class street I might add. Just like all
Democrat politicians, Harry was a fraud. He
fought against walls, but he chose to live in a
place with walls and gates. He fought against
guns for the citizens, but he was guarded by
armed security at that gate. He fought against
Voter ID, but no one could enter our community without government-issued photo ID.
Now we get to the
Pelosi-like part of this story
Harry was Senate Majority Leader when
he moved into my exclusive community.
Separate from the gate, and walls, and armed
security that guarded our community, Harry
also had his own capitol police force to watch
over him and his home.
There was an unmarked police car parked
outside his home at all times. When Harry
went for his morning walk, he was always
accompanied by two armed capitol police
officers.
Harry was Senate Majority Leader. An
important position. But it isn’t nearly as
important as House Speaker. Nancy Pelosi
is second in succession for the Presidency.
Wouldn’t you think she would have the
highest-level security detail around her, and
her home, and family, at all times? Not just
capitol police, but Secret Service?
Of course, she must have.
Wouldn’t you think the federal government (at their expense) would have installed

the best and highest tech security systems and
surveillance cameras at her residence, and all
around her street?
Of course, they did.
One more thing. Nancy and Paul Pelosi
aren’t just any political family. They’re worth
in excess of a hundred million dollars. Some
say they’re worth hundreds of millions of
dollars. So, wouldn’t they have spent a fortune of their own money to guarantee the best
security possible? With all the threats against
this high-profile and controversial House
Speaker, wouldn’t they have paid for a security detail 24/7 for herself and her family?
Of course, you and I both know she never
had to pay for a thing — she made sure the
taxpayers paid for the best security money
can buy.
My educated guess is there was always a
police car, or unmarked car, outside her residence, at all times. Maybe multiple vehicles.
And a security detail inside the home, at all
times. Maybe Capitol Police, maybe Secret
Service, maybe both. And alarms, and cameras, and the best security locks on doors that
money can buy. Right?
So how did a stranger IN HIS UNDERWEAR get into House Speaker Pelosi’s
mansion at 2 AM? Did he walk by the outside

cop car in his underwear? Did he break a
window, or break down the door to the 2nd
in succession to the presidency of the United
States and no one noticed? Was the outside
security detail asleep?
And once inside the mansion, the intruder wasn’t met by a police officer, or secret
service agent stationed inside? Where were
they? Also asleep?
Just like the prison guards
protecting Jeffrey Epstein?
And no alarm went off? And there’s no
video footage multiple angles both outside
this very special home, and inside?
The husband of the woman who is second
in succession for the presidency had to call
911 like any mere mortal? Really? He didn’t
have any private security inside the home, or
waiting right outside? If so, who opened the
door for police?
Or was Paul Pelosi doing what he always
does when Nancy was away — with private
security in attendance? We all know JFK
was involved in many illicit extra-curricular
activities inside the White House — with
Secret Service protecting him and covering
up for him at all times. So, was Paul’s security
detail on premises? If so, why didn’t they
protect him?

When Paul Pelosi called 911, why did Paul
say he knew the man and his name was David? Isn’t that odd to know the name of your
attacker and mention it to a police dispatcher?
By the way, how did the attacker allow
Pelosi to go the bathroom and make that call?
I’m not 2nd in succession for the presidency. I’m not worth hundreds of millions
of dollars. But no stranger could ever get
into my home like that. So, how did he get
into the Pelosi mansion? You mean I have
more security than the person who is 2nd
in line of succession to be President of the
United States?
So, the Paul Pelosi story
doesn’t make sense
And everyone knows it. Millions of Americans think they know exactly what happened.
Was “David” invited in by Paul at 2 AM
with Nancy away? If so, why? I’ll leave you
with that question.
The only piece of the puzzle left to ponder… is this more like a Jussie Smollett fraud
scandal, with a story that is pure fraud and
fantasy, or more like the Hunter Biden laptop
scandal? Or a combination of both?
Hunter’s laptop would have destroyed
Biden and the entire Democrat Party before
the 2020 presidential election. So, Democrats and the mainstream media colluded in
a terrible conspiracy to cover it up. To make
it go away.
But I have bad news for Democrats. The
American people already know. This time
the coverup didn’t work. On November 8th
you will find out the Silent Majority has had
enough of your lies, frauds and coverups.
I wish the Pelosi’s well. I wish Paul a full
and swift recovery. I wish you both a long and
healthy life- in the private sector, or in retirement. Far from the halls of power in DC. It’s
time for Pelosi political dynasty to go away.
Wayne Allyn Root is known as “the
Conservative Warrior.” “The Great Patriot
Protest & Boycott Book” is Wayne’s new #1
bestseller. Wayne is a CEO, entrepreneur and
host of the nationally-syndicated “Wayne
Allyn Root: Raw & Unfiltered” aired daily in
Las Vegas on KMZQ, 670 AM from 3 p.m. to
7 p.m. and the “WAR RAW” podcast. Read
Wayne’s commentaries and see his videos at
ROOTforAmerica.com

Poll points up importance of Latino vote in extremely
close Nevada races for governor, United States senator

By Jeniffer Solis
Nevada Current
Despite Republican gains with
Latino voters in 2020, Latinos continue to overwhelmingly support
Democratic nominees in the state’s
razor close Senate and gubernatorial contests, according to a new
Univision poll.
Univision reported that Latinos
represent 17 percent of registered
voters in Nevada, making their vote
critical in the governor and U.S.
Senate contests.
Among registered Latino voters,
60 percent supported Sen. Catherine Cortez Masto’s reelection
bid, compared to 27 percent who
favored Republican nominee Adam
Laxalt. A small fraction of registered Latino voters, 13 percent, said
they were undecided or would vote
for another candidate.
Results for the gubernatorial

Adam Laxalt at a “Latinos con Laxalt” event in Las Vegas in May 2022.
contest were nearly identical,
according to the poll. Registered
Latino voters supported Democratic incumbent Gov. Steve Sisolak by
60 percent, compared to 26 percent

(Continued from Page 2)
A century ago, the compact assumed the river could provide 20
million acre-feet of water each year.
The river’s actual flow the past two
decades has averaged 12.5 million
acre-feet, leaving state water managers with more rights on paper
than water that exists in the river.
Friday’s notice said that among
the cutback options being considered was decreasing the amount of
water set aside for consumption in
the 2023/24 water year by the three
states of the so-called Lower Basin:
California, Arizona and Nevada.
The Upper Basin states of Colorado, New Mexico, Utah and Wyoming would be spared for now, but

are still being asked to participate
in negotiations to cut usage by an
unprecedented 15 percent to 30
percent.
Other possible measures include
modifying operations at Hoover
Dam, which forms the country’s
largest reservoir of Lake Mead,
and reducing the amount of water
released from Glen Canyon Dam,
which forms Lake Powell, the second-largest reservoir.
Lake Mead was at 29 percent of
capacity on Friday and Lake Powell
24 percent.
If the water levels fall much lower, they will be unable to generate
hydroelectric power for millions
in the west.

Water Cut Threats

supporting Republican nominee Joe
Lombardo and 14 percent who said
they were undecided or supported
another candidate.
Among all registered voters, the
poll found what several others have
been finding for weeks — very tight
races in both contests, meaning
Latino voters will likely be crucial
to determining the outcomes.
Cortez Masto holds a 2-point
lead over Laxalt in the poll, garnering 44 percent support to Laxalt’s
42 percent — effectively a statistical tie in a poll with a margin of
error of 3.1 percent.
The poll found the race for
governor just as tight, with Sisolak
leading by just two points over

Lombardo.
A survey earlier this year estimated that nearly 1 in 5 midterm
voters in Nevada will be Latino.
Other subgroups of voters
showed strong preference for some
candidates over others.
Women preferred Cortez Masto over Laxalt by 11 percentage
points. In contrast, men preferred
Laxalt over his incumbent opponent
by 8 percentage points.
Women similarly favored Sisolak over Lombardo by 11 percentage points, while men favored
Lombardo by 7 percentage points.
White Nevadans displayed a
strong preference for Republicans,
(See Latino Vote, Page 5)
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Nevada candidates for governor debate
education, abortion, and the economy
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By Katelynn Richardson
The Center Square
During Nevada’s gubernatorial debate,
Democratic Governor Steve Sisolak and his
Republican opponent Joe Lombardo sparred
over education, the economy, and abortion.
On education, Sisolak rejected the idea
of bringing school choice to Nevada but
supported a raise for teachers.
“We cannot afford to have school choice
right now,” Sisolak said in the Oct 3 debate.
“We just simply cannot afford it.”
Lombardo pointed out that Nevada is 49th
in the country for education under the existing
system. He said that school choice has been
successfully tested elsewhere, so it’s time to
“look at different ways of doing business.”
On abortion, Sisolak reafﬁrmed his support and pressed Lombardo on his changing
stances.
“I support, unequivocally, a women’s right
to choose,” Sisolak said
Lombardo, who has said he intends to
govern through “a pro-life lens,” has repeatedly stressed that abortion is not at risk
under current Nevada law. But his positions
on speciﬁc restrictions have evolved.

While Lombardo once said he would
overturn Sisolak’s executive order protecting
out-of-state patients who come to Nevada for
abortion, he released a statement last week
indicating the opposite.
Until “the legislature can make clear that
Nevada is not going to prosecute women who
seek an abortion or medical providers that
perform legal abortions,” Lombardo said he
would not repeal the executive order.

In September, Lombardo said he would
oppose a national abortion ban.
During the debate, Lombardo said that he
supports anything that is to “the beneﬁt of the
woman and her baby.”
Candidates also addressed economic issues. Lombardo promised not to raise taxes
and criticized Sisolak’s pandemic response
for its drastic impact on Nevada businesses.
When Sisolak was asked about his claim

that he didn’t raise taxes for “Nevada families,” he pointed to vetoed proposals from
the Democratic legislative caucus and argued
his mining tax increase would not have an
impact.
The Nevada Independent’s Jon Ralston,
the moderator, also asked whether Lombardo
thought former President Donald Trump was
a great president.
“I wouldn’t say great,” Lombardo said. “I
think he was a sound president… He moved
the country forward instead of backwards.”
However, Lombardo denounced President
Trump’s claim that the 2020 election was
stolen.
“There was a modicum of fraud, but nothing to change the election,” he said.
When Sisolak was asked what he thought
of President Biden, he said Biden is “a very
good president.I think he has done well with
what he was given,” Sisolak said. “It’s tough
decisions he’s had to make.”
A Nevada Independent-OH Predictive Insights poll released Sunday shows Lombardo
now holds a three-point lead over Sisolak,
with voter support at 45 percent and 42 percent, respectively.

‘Red wave’ and redistricting may play
role in the Nevada State Senate races

By April Corbin Girnus
Nevada Current
Last year, the Democratic-controlled Nevada State Legislature
redrew the boundary lines for all
of its 63 political districts. With
this year’s midterm elections, they
will begin to see whether those
decisions are going to pay off and
help them maintain, or expand, their
majorities.
Those advantages Democrats
gave themselves through political
redistricting may come head to head
with an expected “red wave” of
Republican support fueled by voter
frustrations over economic issues,
particularly inﬂation.
The outcome of state legislative
races will either help or potentially
handicap whichever man wins the
hotly contested gubernatorial race
between Democratic incumbent
Steve Sisolak and Republican Joe
Lombardo, which polls are showing
as neck and neck. Also at stake is
control of an expected billion-dollar
budget surplus that could be used
for one-time appropriations, as well
as millions of American Rescue
Plan dollars that are still available
for states to use at their discretion.
The Nevada State Senate has
21 members. The current makeup
of the chamber is 12 Democrats
and 9 Republicans. Eleven of those
seats will appear on the ballot this
year, though not all of the races are
competitive.
Republicans controlled the state
Senate from 1992 to 2006. Since
then, with the exception of the
“red wave” of 2014, Democrats
have controlled it by one, two or
three seats.
In order to take control of the

state Senate this year, Republicans
will need to successfully defend
their existing seats and flip two
Democratic ones.
The biggest opportunity for
a blue-to-red ﬂip is in District 8,
which encompasses Summerlin
South and the Lakes in the western
part of the Las Vegas Valley. There,
Democratic incumbent Marilyn
Dondero Loop is being challenged
by Republican Joey Paulos.
Democrats have a slight voter
registration advantage in the district — 33 percent to 30 percent.
Biden won the district by 4 percent
in 2020.
Dondero Loop, a career educator, has represented the Senate district since 2018. She ran for the seat
in 2014 but the Republican, Patricia
Farley, won. Before that, Dondero
Loop served in the Assembly from
2008 to 2014.
Paulos is a former gaming and
hospitality executive turned entre-

preneur who developed and managed the Sky Linq Zipline before
selling it immediately before the
covid pandemic. Paulos has raised
eyebrows this election cycle when it
was reported he threatened to blow
up a plane in 2003. He told the Las
Vegas Review-Journal that he was
struggling with an opioid addiction
at the time. (He says he has since
been sober for more than 15 years.)
Dondero Loop has raised signiﬁcantly more campaign contributions, securing $429,000 as of Sept.
30. Paulos raised $191,000 during
the same time period.
The second biggest opportunity
for a blue-to-red ﬂip is in District
9, where Democratic incumbent
Melanie Scheible is being challenged by Republican Tina Brown.
District 9 in Southern Nevada includes Spring Valley and parts of
the southwest.
The district has an almost
12-point Democratic voter registra-

(Continued from Page 4)
according to the poll. More than
half of white Nevadans said they
plan to vote for Laxalt, compared
to 35 percent who said they would
vote for his Democratic opponent
Cortez Masto. About half of white
Nevadans also said they plan to
vote for Lombardo, compared to
36 percent who said they’d vote
for Sisolak.
Nevada voters with at least a
four year degree were more likely
to vote for Democratic nominees in
the race for governor and Senate.
More than half of voters with 4
year degrees said they would vote
for Cortez Masto and Sisolak, while
39 percent said they would vote for

Laxalt and Lombardo.
The poll, conducted by Sergio
García-Ríos, director of polling
and data at Univision Noticias, also
asked voters about policy issues
like border security, abortion, gun
violence, climate change, student
debt and inﬂation.
“Our polls highlight the diverse
opinions and decisions within the
Latino community across the U.S.
and the complexity of the statewide
voter sentiment,” said García-Ríos
in a statement.
Latinos reported trusting Democrats more on a number of major
issues, including gas prices, cost
of prescription drugs, immigrant
rights, border security, abortion and

gun violence.
The cost of living was the biggest concern among all registered
voters in Nevada followed by
health care.
Despite strong access to abortion
in Nevada, the right to abortion was
a signiﬁcant concern for Nevada
voters. Overall, voters listed abortion as their third biggest concern,
tied with immigration. Latino voters surveyed listed abortion as their
fourth largest concern.
The surveys were conducted by
BSP Research and Shaw & Associates from October 11-18, 2022. The
surveys include a representative
sample of all registered voters in
Nevada.

Latino Vote

tion advantage and went for Biden
in 2020 by 11 points. However,
given the overall political climate
and the tendency for Republicans to
turnout in greater numbers during
midterms, it’s being seen as a competitive district this election cycle.
Scheible raised $342,000 in the
ﬁrst three quarters of the calendar
year. Brown raised $276,000 during
that same time period.
If Democrats are hoping to expand their majority in the Senate,

their best opportunity for ﬂipping
a seat resides in District 12, which
includes Silverado Ranch and parts
of Green Valley and Henderson.
District 12 is an open seat and
considered a toss up. The district
is currently represented by Republican Joe Hardy, though district
boundary lines changed significantly with redistricting last year.
(Hardy, who was term-limited and
could not run for reelection, is now
(See Red Wave, Page 6)
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Sisolak weighs lifting property tax caps,
cutting sales tax rate, broadening base
By Dana Gentry
Nevada Current
Gov. Steve Sisolak, a Democrat
seeking reelection, says he won’t
raise taxes.
But would removing the caps
lawmakers imposed in 2005 on
property tax amount to an increase?
The question drew a chuckle
and a lengthy pause from the governor during a phone interview
Thursday, a week and a half before
voters decide whether he’ll serve a
second term.
“That’s a tough question you’re
asking. Believe me, I’ve thought
about it,” he said. “Whether you’re
removing the caps, or whether
you’ve got a proposition similar to
California — I don’t know if we’re
going to have to do that.”
In California, property tax is
reassessed upon sale, with inherited
properties largely exempted. Seniors are also permitted to transfer
their existing lower rates to new
properties if they move.
Doing the math
The Nevada Commission on
School Funding is about to make
public its recommendations for
augmenting per pupil spending by
thousands of dollars a year. Sisolak says he doesn’t yet know the
price tag,
A preliminary report from the
commission issued earlier this year
suggests possible funding mechanisms including removing property
tax abatements, changing the way
the tax is calculated, and taxing
discretionary services such as cosmetic procedures while cutting the
sales tax rate.
Sisolak has long blamed property tax caps for depleting local government coffers, requiring the Clark
County Commission in 2015 to turn
to a regressive sales tax increase to
fund the More Cops initiative at the
behest of Sheriff Joe Lombardo, a
Republican who is now challenging
Sisolak for the state’s top spot.
“We’re taxing necessities, and
not taxing luxuries” Sisolak complained at the time, after lawmakers
rejected a proposal to tax services.
Right now the state is flush
— and then some. The Economic
Forum says revenue exceeds projections by $1 billion.

Sisolak says a “frank discussion” is in order to determine whether
it’s fair to tax “a new pair of shoes for your kids” but not
expensive cosmetic procedures and other discretionary services.
“I don’t know if we’re going to home care workers, who perform
have to increase more revenue an- back-breaking tasks helping the
other way, but I think there can be disabled and elderly.
“They weren’t making enough
some creative ways,” Sisolak said.
“If you talk about putting a sales money to fill their gas tank, so I’m
tax on services and reducing the glad we’re able to move them to at
overall rate, I don’t know if that’s least $15 an hour,” he said.
The governor says the minimum
an increase.”
Services comprise two-thirds of wage problem “has kind of fixed itthe economy, according to experts. self with the shortage of employees
Sisolak says a “frank discussion” right now. But there’s an awful lot
is in order to determine whether of skilled jobs that are available that
it’s fair to tax “a new pair of shoes pay a lot more money that we need
for your kids” but not expensive to get people into.”
Toward that end, he’s shaking
cosmetic procedures and other
up the way the Governor’s Office
discretionary services.
Sisolak says the biggest surprise of Economic Development does
of his first term, the COVID-19 business. GOED, which offers
pandemic, and subsequently the tax incentives to companies in
economic disparity it laid bare, exchange for providing jobs, was
born during the tenure of former
changed his view of governing.
In 2019, the newly-minted gov- Republican Gov. Brian Sandoval.
“Every governor comes in and
ernor said he had no interest in creating minimum-wage jobs and was says I want to improve the economy and that’s what GOED was,”
laser-focused on higher salaries.
“Whatever the minimum wage Sisolak says. “It started as a good
is, it’s not going to provide enough
money — if it’s $10, $12, $15,
whatever it is, it’s not going to provide enough money for individuals
to support themselves and their
families,” he said at the time.
Today, confronted by the reality
of the economy he governs rather
than the one he aspires to oversee,
he’s recommending an increase
in Medicaid reimbursements for

(Continued from Page 5)
running to be Boulder City mayor.)
Seeking to succeed him in the
Senate are Democrat Julie Pazina
and Republican Cherlyn Arrington.
Both candidates faced contentious primaries that flooded district
residents with flyers. Pazina, who
was endorsed by the Nevada Senate
Democrats from day one, defeated
Clark County School Board Trustee
Lisa Guzman in the Democratic
primary. Guzman was backed by
a PAC affiliated with the Nevada
State Education Association, of
which she is an executive director.
In the Republican primary,
Arrington defeated April Arndt, a
more moderate Republican who
had the backing of the Senate Republican Caucus during the primary. Arrington has publicly claimed
to be “a founding member“ of the
Oath Keepers, one of the largest
far-right anti-government extremist
groups in the country.
Pazina has raised $342,000
as of Sept. 30. Arrington raised
$109,000.
Six of the state Senate districts
are less competitive on paper and
less likely to flip parties, with the
caveat being, of course, that stranger things have happened in politics,
especially at this level.
Districts 16 and 20 are considered safely red when it comes to
voter registration and prior election
outcomes, which means Republican
Lisa Krasner is expected to defeat
Democrat Aaron Sims in the former and Republican Jeff Stone is
expected to beat Democrat Brent
Foutz in the latter.
Krasner is currently an assemblywoman who has represented
the area since 2016. If elected, she
will succeed state Sen. Don Tatro,
who was appointed to the seat to
fill the remainder of state Sen. Ben
Kieckhefer’s term after he resigned
late last year to join the Gaming
Control Board. (Tatro ran to retain
the seat but lost to Krasner in the
GOP primary.)
Stone is a former pharmacy
owner who served in the California
State Senate before relocating to
Nevada.

He told the Las Vegas Review-Journal that he wants to require state-issued driver’s licenses
to list citizenship status and to
allow residents to file civil lawsuits
against people they suspect committed voter fraud.
If elected, Stone will replace
state Sen. Keith Pickard, who opted
not to run for reelection.
On the other side of the aisle,
there are four districts in this election cycle that are considered safe
for Democrats.
Democratic state Sens. Fabian
Donate (District 10) and James
Ohrenschall (District 21) are expected to retain their seats in their
districts. They are running against
Republicans Philip Graviet and
April Larsen, respectively.
Similarly, Democratic state
Assemblyman Edgar Flores looks
poised to win in Senate District 2.
Republican Leo Henderson is also
running. If Flores is elected as expected, he will replace Mo Denis,
who was term limited.
In District 13, Democrat Skip
Daly is expected to win his race
against Republican Matthew
Beuhler. If elected as expected,
Daly would replace Democrat Julia Ratti, who had represented the
district since 2016 but resigned late
last year before moving out of her
district boundaries.
Daly is a former state assemblyman who served on and off from
2010 to 2020.
The remaining two state Senate
races have already been decided.
Republicans Ira Hansen (District 14) and Robin Titus (District
17) are running unopposed in their
solidly red rural districts. Hansen is
an incumbent who has represented
the district since 2018. Titus is currently a state assemblywoman. She
faced a competitive primary race
against fellow state Assemblymember Jim Wheeler. Titus will replace
state Sen. James Settelmeyer, who
was term limited.
Settelmeyer is currently the
Senate minority leader, meaning a
new caucus leader will have to be
selected by the members once the
election is finalized.

Red Wave

idea, I’ll give you that. But a lot
more needs to be done and I don’t
think you can hit a home run with
these big companies like Tesla and
Panasonic.”
Sisolak says GOED previously
calculated “annual salary amortized
over the entire population of the
company. I want to see the average
wage, the mean and the mode,
because if you’ve got one person
making $300 an hour and 50 people
making $8 an hour, those aren’t the
kinds of jobs I want.”
The governor says he toured a
pretzel factory in Northern Nevada
that created several hundred jobs
paying $20 to $25 an hour and received tax abatements. “At least at
$25 an hour you’re making $50,000
a year. Those are great jobs. That’s
what I’m looking for.”
Last week, state agencies made
their budget requests for the next biennium. The Department of Health
and Human Services alone is asking
for 500 positions.
Sisolak says the state needs to
focus on getting “more students
in the pipeline for all these mental
health jobs.” He opposes a salary
cap that tethers some employees’
pay to the governor’s salary.
Failures and shortcomings
Earlier this month, the Department of Justice determined Nevada
is needlessly institutionalizing children with behavioral health needs.
“This is one of those things that
frankly, people don’t like to talk
about — our biggest failures and
our biggest shortcomings. I think
those are the things we need to
talk about most. And there’s clearly
been a breakdown, not just in my
administration. This goes way way
back,” he says of the state’s failure
to fund mental health services. The
state is cooperating with the DOJ by
allocating millions from the Amer-

ican Rescue Plan pandemic relief
money to community-based organizations, many of them nonprofits.
The infusion of one-shot money
is not a long-term fix.
“We’re going to have to be very
diligent in terms of analyzing them
individually, and which ones we
can keep on and moving forward,”
he said of the recipients. “The
Legislature is going to have to
make some tough calls prioritizing
services, and there’s an awful lot of
need out there.”
An unexpected occurrence
The last thing Sisolak anticipated when he took office was
shutting down the Las Vegas Strip,
the lifeblood of the state’s economy.
The governor says he first heard
of COVID while attending the
National Governors Conference in
Washington, D.C. in January 2020.
“I remember President Trump
said ‘We’re going to have a presentation,’ and he brought in Dr.
(Robert) Redfield and Dr. (Anthony) Fauci, and I had never heard
of either one of these men at the
time,” Sisolak recalls. “And they
said, ‘Look, we’ve got this virus
in the East. It’s COVID-19. We
don’t think it’s a problem. It’s
not been discovered here in the
United States. We just want you to
be aware of it. We think it’s under
control, but it’s not a major concern
right now. Just keep your eyes
open.’ And then two months later,
you know what happened next.”
What happened next was an unprecedented closure that turned the
Entertainment Capital of the World
into a ghost town.
“The resort folks were pushing
me to close it down,” Sisolak says.
“They made it through the recession. They made it through One
October. They knew if this got as
(See Sisolak on taxes, Page 7)

November 2-8, 2022 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / Page 7

Las Vegas Strip icons set for demolition, implosion
ly-closed motel and some shuttered
souvenir shops.
Earlier this year, “New York
investment firm Gindi Capital
also landed county approvals for
a three-story retail complex on 9.5
acres just south of Fertitta’s spread.
It would span more than 300,000
square feet and replace a cluster of
existing properties, including the
now-shuttered Hawaiian Marketplace,” the paper reported.
Those properties, including the

Las Vegas loves a good implosion and number of Sin Sites look to be set to be destroyed
near a faux Statue of Liberty at
—Castaways
By Daniel Kline
MGM’s New York New York, the
—Desert Inn
TheStreet
—El Rancho
In Las Vegas, everything be- whole Strip has been built to get
—Aladdin
comes part of the show. That might your attention. That can be in gig
—Hacienda
be a person playing plastic bucket ways — like the statues dotting
Many of these sites went on to
drums for tips to full-fledged spec- Caesars Palace — or a more subtle
tacles like the soon-to-be-removed piece of art/visual curiosity some- host even more-famous properties.
Aladdin, for example, is now the
Volcano at the Mirage or the foun- place else.
And, Las Vegas does not let site of Caesars Planet Hollywood
tains at Bellagio.
On the 4.2-mile stretch that its buildings go quietly. When a property while Desert Inn’s location
makes up the Las Vegas Strip you casino’s life comes to an end, it gen- now hosts Wynn Resorts two Las
literally have every kind of show erally gets one last spectacle — an Vegas Strip properties.
In most cases, an implosion isn’t
possible — from massive stars to implosion — where the building is
drunk people who don’t even know brought down in front of a cheering the end. It’s a step toward somethey’ve become performers. You crowd. Now, a number of sites on thing new rising at that location.
can get your picture taken with the Las Vegas Strip appear headed That’s what’s about to happen in
two key spots on the Las Vegas
a lot-rent Elmo, an endless array for that glorious end.
Las Vegas has a
Strip.
of showgirls and topless policehistory of demolitions
Las Vegas Strip gets
men/firefighters, or meet someone
Las Vegas has a long history of
ready for implosions
dressed as Spider-man, Batman, or
Billionaire NBA owner Tillman
implosions that saw some famous
even Optimus Prime.
The spectacle never ends and names not only disappear from the Fertitta, who owns the Golden
that has been an important part Strip, but do so in grand fashion. An Nugget on Fremont Street bought
of how major players including implosion, of course, is the opposite a parcel of land on the Las Vegas
Caesars Entertainment (and MGM of an explosion where a building is Strip earlier this year. He recently
filed plans to build a 43-story resort
Resorts International build their brought down on itself.
Vegas.com shared a list of some casino on the property at Las Vegas
massive Las Vegas Strip resort/
casinos. Everything is oversized of the city’s most famous implo- Boulevard and Harmon Avenue. He
also pulled demolition permits for
and designed for maximum visual sions including:
the buildings that currently sit on
—New Frontier
impact.
the lot, the Las Vegas Review-Jour—Stardust
Whether you’re swimming unnal reported.
—Boardwalk
der a replica of the Eiffel Tower at
—Bourbon Street
The site currently hosts a recentCaesars Paris Las Vegas or posing

Police, Clark County deploys social
service outreach teams to The Strip
By Dani Masten
(FOX5) — Earlier this month,
FOX5 showed you how Clark
County said it will deploy a team of
social service outreach workers to
go out on the Las Vegas Strip with
police in an effort to help reduce
crime and address the increasing
homelessness issue.
They are called the CARE team.
It is a combination of metro police
and county social workers who
will work together to people off
the strip streets and provide them
with things like housing and wraparound services.
People visiting Las Vegas can’t
help but notice the amount of homeless residing on the strip.
The community advocacy resource and engagement team also
known as the CARE team is working to address this.
“To help foster a safe environment for tourists and at the same
time to be able to address the ever-increasing number of people who
are currently homeless,” said Randy
Reinoso, deputy director for Clark
County social services.
The CARE team was established
in February of this year, responding to calls to address behavioral,
mental and substance abuse issues
in different areas across the valley.
It is now adding a designated
team to the Strip.
“Social workers accompany the
metro officers to do an assessment
and get that person who might need
access to services to connected to
services,” said Reinoso.
The county did a study over
the summer in the course of two
weeks where they contacted over
800 homeless people on the Strip.
Of those 800, the CARE team
helped over 60 get help and in some
kind of service.
“The recent incidents of violence that have occurred on the strip

have led to fast pacing everything,”
said Reinoso.
Reinoso said some of the homeless come from different places
while some are from Vegas.
“Some of them are natives, some
of them are transient and they move
a lot and others are recent transplants to Clark County so really it
depends,” said Reinoso. “Not seeing a specific trend.” He is hopeful

this team will help to eliminate
crimes on the strip.
“We know we have to act and
take some responsibility and show
that they are safe and also the people visiting Las Vegas and the strip
are also safe,” said Reinoso.
Reinoso said the care team goes
out on the strip daily and is seeing
the biggest need for housing, wraparound services.

(Continued from Page 6)
bad as people were saying it was
going to get and we’re having dozens of people dying in properties,
they didn’t think they’d ever come
back from that, in terms of being a
tourist capital.”
The decision to essentially close
schools and much of the economy

for what amounted to an extended
period, remains one of the most
frequent criticisms Sisolak’s detractors cite today. “At the time,
honestly, we were looking at, you
know, 30 to 60 days, something like
that,” he says. “I never thought that
it could last like it has. Never in my
wildest imagination.”

well-loved Hawaiian Marketplace,
appear set for demolition as well
although no timetable has been set.
In addition, Reno real estate firm
Tolles Development plans to build a
nearly-2 million-square-foot industrial park about 25 miles south of
the Strip. That would involve getting rid if the legendary Terrible’s
casino, which sits on the property.
“If we do implode it, we’ll do it
up Vegas style,” Tolles partner Cory
Hunt told the Review-Journal.

Avian flu threatens flocks
throughout all of Nevada

Geese at Sunset Park have shown symptoms of the disease.
By Dana Gentry
The virus, which is primarily
Nevada Current
hosted in waterfowl and shorebirds,
Clark County officials have is often asymptomatic in those
detected a highly contagious strain flocks, which have developed imof avian flu in two dead geese munity, but it has a high mortality
at Sunset Park, and say birds at rate in poultry.
other watering holes throughout
Birds become infected through
the valley are showing symptoms direct or indirect contact with feces
of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influ- of wild birds. Symptoms include
enza (HPAI), which is primarily depression, coughing, sneezing and
found in waterfowl, but is a threat sudden death.
to backyard flocks of poultry and
Reuters reported earlier this
other birds.
month that 47 million birds have
“Both domestic and wild geese died or been killed this year because
at our Sunset Park have shown of avian flu, and the outbreak is
symptoms of the disease. Two expected to contribute to record
Canadian geese found dead both prices for turkeys, a holiday staple.
tested positive,” says a Facebook
The Nevada Department of
post from Clark County.
Agriculture has tips on protecting
The county says the Nevada De- domestic birds, including backyard
partment of Wildlife has confirmed poultry.
HPAI is circulating in Southern
Dogs can be infected if they
Nevada, and likely throughout the eat an infected bird. Hunters are
rest of the state. It’s been confirmed advised to keep dogs from unharin Spring Creek and Wildhorse, vested waterfowl.
according to the Elko Daily News.
Experts say the current strain
As of Monday, the Centers for has a low risk for human infection,
Disease Control reports HPAI has but it can be spread by humans to
been detected in almost 48 million animals in the home.
wild aquatic birds, commercial
Clark County Parks and Recrepoultry and backyard or hobbyist ation maintenance staff are taking
flocks this year.
measures to minimize the spread
It’s responsible for 580 out- of the virus via patrolling the lake
breaks in 43 states, including one in for dead birds and washing patha backyard flock of 40 non-poultry ways used by the public. Visitors
birds in Carson City, the first con- are asked not to feed wild birds at
firmed case in Nevada.
Sunset Park’s lake.

Sisolak on taxes
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Does your insurance plan cover
abortions? In Nevada, probably not.
By Camalot Todd
Nevada Current
At least 7 out of 10 of Nevada’s
insured population have health
plans that do not cover elective
abortions.
That’s because they are either
insured through the federal government or receive subsidies subjected
to prohibitions on federal spending
on abortions.
For decades, few health insurance plans have covered abortion
in America. Policies enacted by
Congress over those same decades
prohibit using federal funds for
abortion services. Critics say those
policies are particularly harmful to
the economic well-being of low-income people and people of color.
“It’s definitely an economics
issue and an equity issue,” said
Lindsey Harmon, the executive director of Planned Parenthood Votes
Nevada. ”When you are asking for
folks to pay for the cost of an abortion, transportation, and childcare
— these insular costs associated
with abortion — you’re making it
more difficult to access care.”
Nevadans cannot get a comprehensive plan that covers abortion
if their health coverage is provided
by the federal government. The
prohibition applies to those covered
by Medicaid, all federal employees,
from the Postal Service to the Peace
Corps to all federal agencies, and
members of the military.
Plans established under the Affordable Care Act also do not cover
abortions for those who receive

The Hyde Amendment does not ban states from using their own
funds to cover abortion, and 16 states do. Nevada is not one of them.
federal income-based subsidies.
pervasive issue across the board
The Hyde Amendment, first en- here and I think everyone agrees
acted in 1977 as part of a Medicaid that Medicaid rates are lower than
appropriations bill, forbids federal they need to be,” Harmon said. “For
funds for abortions except in cases a long time the state of Nevada has
of rape, incest, or when a person’s been very fiscally prudent with their
life is at-risk. The restriction has dollars and unfortunately it hasn’t
subsequently expanded to apply caught up with the demand.”
to other health programs that reThose insured through their emceive federal funding, including ployers in group markets, or self-inthe Indian Health Service, and the sured individuals, along with those
Children’s Health Insurance Pro- covered by the ACA, account for 49
percent of the insured population.
gram (CHIP).
About 11 percent of the state’s
The Hyde Amendment does
not ban states from using their population is uninsured.
In Nevada, 40 percent of the
own funds to cover abortion, and
16 states do. Nevada is not one of state’s insured population is directly
covered under federal plans, includthem.
“States like Nevada are short ing Medicaid/ CHIP, Medicare and
on Medicaid dollars. Both at the Tricare/VA Health Care (the health
federal and state level. That’s a insurance plans for military mem-

bers), which are regulated under
provisions similar to ACA’s and are
all subject to the Hyde Amendment,
according to the 2021 Insurance
Market Report to the Legislature by
the Nevada Division of Insurance
(DOI). The DOI does not break
down the insured population by
gender or age.
Residents with restricted access
to abortion under Medicaid coverage were more likely to continue
their pregnancy, spend longer
looking for an abortion, report more
financial barriers and were more
likely to report having to gather
money to travel for an abortion,
according to a 2021 national cohort
study.
The Hyde Amendment is criticized for disproportionately impacting Black and Hispanic and
low-income women by the ACLU,
the Guttmacher Institute, and other
groups committed to advancing
sexual and reproductive health
and rights in the United States and
globally.
Those who utilized these health
plans based on income, putting the
average cost of medical abortion—
anywhere between $535 to $1,600
or higher depending on the state and
provider — financially out of reach.
Half of all pregnancies are unintended in the U.S. and the bulk of
women pay at least something outof-pocket, according to the Kaiser
Family Foundation.
Large group insurers, which
represent 10 percent of Nevada’s
insured population, are not sub-

jected to the ACA provisions, and
preliminary observations from the
state Department of Insurance note
these insurers have expanded coverage since the Dobbs ruling.
But less than 1 in 10 women
used their private insurance to pay
for an abortion, with half of those
women saying that their insurance didn’t cover it and a quarter
saying they were unsure if their
insurance covered it, according to
a 2011 study of women seeking an
abortion.
Even if a person’s insurance
does cover abortion, there was a
decline in facilities that accepted
any insurance, according to a
study before the Dobbs ruling,
which found that “the presence of
restrictions on the use of insurance
perpetuates economic and racial
health care disparities.”
The Biden administration has
excluded the amendment from
health budget proposals, and while
the act is symbolic (Congress
would have to vote to repeal the
amendment), it does set the tone of
where the administration wants to
go, Harmon said.
“It is setting the stage for Congress to take action should the
elections vie in our favor,” Harmon
said. “It’s about time. It’s about
meaningful change, especially in
light of Roe being overturned. It
showed how taking that ruling for
granted made Congress open their
eyes to how the real impact this
plays on real people’s lives on a
regular basis.”

fered SHOP, its health insurance
carriers stopped the services in
2022. SHOP would allow small
businesses to come together to lower costs, Newsome said. But there
are the additional costs that come
with seeking medical care.
“One of my employees had to
get some medicine for their baby,
who had an ear infection,” he said.
“There’s still that cost of just buying that prescription … and the process of taking them to the doctor.”
That cost includes taking time
off of work, along with co-pays for
doctor visits and follow-up care —
all additional expenses that most
Nevadans struggle to pay.

Other policy solutions supported
by small business owners surveyed
include requiring hospitals to disclose their negotiated payment rates
to employers and the public, cap
out-of-pocket expenses and adopt
policies that eliminate anti-competitive behaviors that extend to drug
companies.
The Inflation Reduction Act
passed by Congress earlier this year
includes several health provisions,
including allowing Medicare to
lower prices by negotiating directly
with drug companies, and continuing enhanced Affordable Care Act
subsidies that were passed under
the American Rescue Plan in 2021.

Small businesses want Congress to lower health
costs, but fear it ‘will do nothing,’ survey claims
By Camalot Todd
Nevada Current
Ahead of the November elections, nearly 80 percent of small
business owners want federal lawmakers to help lower the costs of
health care, according to a national
survey of 1,209 business owners.
And more than half of those
surveyed expect to be disappointed.
“The cost of health coverage has
real-world consequences for small
businesses that affect our entire
economy,” said Shaundell Newsome, the owner of Sumnu Marketing in Las Vegas and the chair
of the Las Vegas Urban Chamber
of Commerce. Rising health costs
mean increasing costs for consumers or covering less of the costs of
health insurance for employees,
Newsome said.
Small Business for America’s
Future, a nationwide coalition of
small business owners and leaders,
conducted the survey and found that
40 percent of small business owners
who responded said they didn’t
offer health insurance. Nearly 80
percent of them cited high costs as
the reason why.
The vast majority of respondents
(95 percent) said they saw the cost
of health insurance increase over
the last four years.
The bulk of businesses in Nevada (99.2 percent) are classified as
small businesses by the U.S. Small
Business Administration (SBA)
2019 report, which defines small
businesses as firms with fewer than
500 employees. The firms employ
42 percent of Nevadans.
“We know more about what’s
going on in our employees’ lives.
We know if their kids are sick, we
know if they are taking care of their
elderly parents or grandparents,”
Newsome, who is also the co-chair
of Small Business for America’s
Future, said. ”We have a closer
view of what’s going on with our
employees.”

23 percent of those surveyed feared lawmakers will “go too far,”
and 25 percent worry lawmakers “will not go far enough.”
The 1,209 small business owners
responding to the poll, which was
conducted by Survey Monkey, said
that the primary factors responsible
for the rising costs of providing
health care include health insurance
carriers, pharmaceutical companies
and government inaction.
About a quarter of those surveyed said they feared any action
by lawmakers on health care costs
would “go too far.” Another fourth
of the respondents said they worried lawmakers “will not go far
enough.”
And more than half — 52 perCENEGENICS MEDICAL INSTITUTE
cent — said they’re concerned federal lawmakers “will do nothing” to
address health care costs.
Government inaction respondents cited includes not holding
states accountable for offering
programs that could benefit small
business owners, Newsome said.
One of the suggestions that
he thinks Nevada could improve
upon is offering the Small Business
Health Options Program (SHOP),
which are health insurance plans
for employers with 1-50 employees that include essential services
like preventive care, dental and
prescription drugs, through the
marketplace.
While the state previously of-
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Nevada battery manufacturing and lithium
extraction facilities get $107M federal boost
By Jeniffer Solis
Nevada Current
New battery manufacturing
facilities are coming to Nevada
and will receive more than $100
million dollars of federal funding,
a move meant to fulfill the Biden
Administration’s commitment to
ensure that half of all new vehicle
sales by 2030 are electric and to
transition to a net-zero emissions
economy by 2050.
Two Nevada companies specializing in mineral processing and
extraction were awarded the funds
as part of $2.8 billion in grants distributed by the U.S. Department of
Energy. A total of 20 manufacturing
and processing companies were
funded across 12 states.
One company, the American
Battery Technology Company,
plans to use the funding to construct
a large-scale facility in Tonopah
that would demonstrate a novel
process for manufacturing battery
grade lithium from unconventional
landscapes. The company said the
facility will show that their technique has a “low-cost and low-environmental impact process for
manufacturing lithium products.”
The second company that will
receive funding is a project in Fernley by Lilac Solutions, which plans
to demonstrate a new extraction
technique that could make it more
commercially viable to pull lithium
from domestic underground deposits of brine water and ore.
Most domestic brine sites contain lithium at concentrations too

President Joe Biden and Energy Secretary Jennifer Granholm
announcing federal grants for domestic battery manufacturing.
low, and impurities at concentra- competitiveness.”
On Wednesday, President Joe
tions too high, to make extraction
commercially viable. Lilac claims Biden announced the grants along
their project will “demonstrate with his American Battery Mateeconomical and environmentally rials Initiative, an effort meant to
friendly lithium extraction from mobilize the U.S. government to
secure a domestic supply of critdomestic lithium.”
The two projects would “sup- ical minerals for batteries used in
port 300 new, good-paying jobs in electric vehicles and electrification.
During a video presentation of
Nevada and further boost the area’s
growing economy,” according to the announcement, Biden said he
Nevada Democratic Sen. Catherine believes these actions will improve
Cortez Masto’s office.
the nation’s energy independence,
“Nevada’s clean-energy econ- strengthen national security, and
omy is booming, and I made sure support “good-paying jobs” across
the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law the battery supply chain.
Electric vehicle sales have triincluded funding to create even
more good-paying jobs in this pled since Biden took office, acindustry,” said Cortez Masto, who cording to the U.S. Department of
wrote letters of support for both Energy. Before Biden took office,
companies. “Nevada is leading the about 2 percent of vehicles sold
way in domestic battery manufac- in the U.S. were electric. Today,
turing and recycling, and we’re more than 8 percent of vehicles
perfectly positioned to turn these sold in the country are electric. The
investments into lasting economic department also said investments in
growth, and expand our global battery manufacturing have more

than doubled compared to 2021
and are more than six times higher
than in 2020.
The Biden administration said
the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law,
the CHIPS & Science Act, and
the Inflation Reduction Act, combined, will invest more than $135
billion to increase critical minerals
sourcing and processing and battery
manufacturing.
“Producing advanced batteries
and components here at home will
accelerate the transition away from
fossil fuels to meet the strong demand for electric vehicles, creating
more good-paying jobs across the
country,” said U.S. Secretary of
Energy Jennifer Granholm in the
presentation.
Members of the Senate Energy
and Natural Resources Committee, including Cortez Masto, have
stressed that more domestic production of lithium, nickel, cobalt and
rare earth minerals would be needed
to increase use of electric vehicles.
Biden’s goal of making half of
all U.S. vehicles electric by 2030,
is unlikely if the nation fails to produce the minerals needed for those
vehicles’ batteries, say senators of
both parties.
The U.S. only produces about 9
percent of the world’s battery cells,
David Howell, a director with the
U.S. Energy Department’s Vehicle
Technologies Office, told a Senate
panel in April. A June 2021 White
House report said domestic battery
manufacturing is “dependent on
foreign sources for battery materi-

als and precursors.”
Nevada is home to the only active lithium production facility in
North America and has notable lithium deposits, with several proposed
projects currently under review by
the U.S. Department of the Interior.
But those projects have attracted
numerous lawsuits in Nevada from
tribes fighting to protect sacred sites
and conservationists protecting rare
species, highlighting the tension
between developers, conservation
groups, and rural communities.
In February, the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service proposed a rule to
protect nearly a thousand acres of
critical habitat for a rare Nevada
flower under threat by a proposed
lithium mine on its only known
habitat, complicating the mine’s
future development.
Another proposed lithium mine
near the Oregon-Nevada border in
an area known as Thacker Pass has
faced several lawsuits to halt construction and several Nevada-based
tribes say the mine would desecrate
a Paiute massacre site in the area.
Conservationists have also
strongly opposed the Thacker Pass
lithium mine, which they believe
could lead to failures that could
unleash toxic slurry into the state’s
watershed.
Other conservation groups
say the planned lithium mine
would decimate a tiny rare Nevada
springsnail whose only known
habitat consists of 13 small isolated springs around Thacker Pass in
Humboldt County.

during last week’s debate due to
his stroke.
However, Oz’s push in the late
stages hinges on whether he can
peel off enough supporters of state
Attorney General Josh Shapiro (D)
in the gubernatorial race, particularly in the Philadelphia suburbs.
Shapiro is considered the heavy
favorite against state Sen. Doug
Mastriano (R) to replace Gov. Tom
Wolf (D), who is term-limited.
“That crossover group in a really
tight race could be impactful,” said
Chris Borick, a political science
professor at Muhlenberg College,
who laid out Oz’s recent message.
“It’s ‘beat up Fetterman and sell
yourself as moderate.’ He’s not
talking about Trump. He’s not
talking about any lightning-rod
partisan stuff like Mastriano.”
“It’s an appeal,” Borick continued. “His pitch to those folks is that
he’s OK. That he’s not radical.”
Fetterman still leads by 1.5
percentage points, according to the
latest RealClearPolitics average of
surveys.
No matter who emerges victorious, the winner is likely to win
by a slim margin, increasing the
likelihood that a winner will not be
known on election night and that it
could take days to determine who
will be the next senator. Acting
Secretary of State Leigh Chapman
(D) said last week that churning
out full results could “take at least
a few days.”
“If this is a tight election, we’re
going to go down a very dangerous
rabbit hole again where legitimacy
of the election is called into question,” one Pennsylvania-based GOP
operative told The Hill. “When you
see other states that get this stuff
done on time, it calls into question
why Pennsylvania is unable to.”

Wisconsin
Despite facing a tough political environment in 2022 overall,
Democrats eyed Wisconsin eagerly,
believing that voters just might be
convinced to oust their controversy-prone Republican incumbent,
Sen. Ron Johnson (R-Wis.).
They nominated Lt. Gov. Mandela Barnes (D-Wis.) for the job
following a long and occasionally
bitter primary campaign. And while
early polls suggested that Johnson
was in danger, Barnes also struggled to get his general election bid
off the ground, opening himself up
to weeks of attacks casting him as
a “radical leftist.”
Democrats have been pouring
cash into the race in its final weeks,
hoping to give Barnes a last-minute
boost. Former President Obama,
still one of the most popular Democrats in the country, swung through
Wisconsin over the weekend in an
effort to salvage his party’s chances
there.
And to be sure, the race remains
close, with Johnson holding a
3.4-point advantage over Barnes
in FiveThirtyEight’s average of the
race. Still, Republicans argue that
Barnes’s prospects were overplayed
and that Democrats underestimated
Johnson’s strength.
Doug Heye, a Republican strategist, echoed Senate Minority
Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.),
who earlier this year downplayed
his party’s prospects of winning
the Senate because of “candidate
quality.”
“Some people tried to give
McConnell flack for saying that
candidate quality matters. But it
also matters on the Democratic
side,” Heye said. “It’s part of why
Mandela Barnes has been such a
letdown.”

These five races will determine the Senate majority
By Max Greenwood
and Al Weaver
The Hill
The battle for the Senate is anyone’s ballgame with only a week
to go until voters head to the polls.
Republicans, needing to net only
one seat, are knocking on the door
as the national environment moves
increasingly in their direction and
some surveys show them in the
lead in both Georgia and Nevada.
According to FiveThirtyEight’s
latest projections, the fight for the
majority is a “dead heat,” turning
the final days into an all-out sprint
to get voters out to the polls.
Here are five races that will determine the Senate majority.
Nevada
Of all the Senate Democrats
locked in ever-tightening reelection bids, Sen. Catherine Cortez
Masto (D-Nev.) might be the most
vulnerable.
Even in Democrats’ brightest
days of the campaign, she’s never
held the kind of clear lead over
her Republican rival, former state
Attorney General Adam Laxalt,
that other battleground state Democrats have. A new poll from The
New York Times and Siena College
released on Monday found Cortez
Masto and Laxalt deadlocked at 47
percent apiece.
Nevada poses a series of challenges for both parties. On one
hand, Democrats have had a winning streak in the state in recent
years, culminating with the ouster of former Sen. Dean Heller
(R-Nev.) in 2018 and President
Biden’s victory there two years
later.
On the other hand, Republicans’
improving margins among Latino
voters could chip away at a base of
support that Democrats have long
relied on to propel their victories
in Nevada. The state also has a
transient population that makes
it particularly hard to pin down
politically.
“I think, in a lot of ways, Nevada
has just been kind of hard to get a
hold on,” said one Democratic strategist who has worked on Senate
campaigns. “It’s kind of a meeting
point for a lot of the crosscurrents
and trends we’ve been seeing.”
Arizona
Of the five states on this list,
Democrats still have the best chance
of holding Sen. Mark Kelly’s seat,
though Republican Blake Masters
has closed the gap in recent weeks.
Kelly, long considered one of the
best Senate Democratic incumbents
up for reelection, held a sizable lead
over Masters for nearly two months
after the GOP nominee emerged
from the early August primary.
Much of that was thanks to the
onslaught of ads as a result of the
Democrat’s juggernaut fundraising
operation.
But the script has flipped in

Sen. Catherine Cortez Masto (D-Nev.) and her Republican rival, former
state Attorney General Adam Laxalt, are deadlocked at 47 percent apiece.
recent weeks, with Masters cutting chair. “Unless there’s some other
Kelly’s lead to near the margin of lurking horror story out there we’re
error in most surveys. Much of that not aware of, I think he’s been pretis due to two reasons, according to ty well raked over the coals.”
strategists: the natural tightening
What makes the race between
of the race in a swing state, and the Warnocok and Walker particularly
impact of Republican Kari Lake’s volatile is the fact that Georgia
presence at the top of the ticket.
is one of only two states where
“I think Kelly squeaks it out, candidates are required to receive
but it’s way tighter than anybody more than 50 percent of the vote to
would want,” said one Democratic win their election. And as of now,
operative involved in Senate races. neither Warnock nor Walker are
One Arizona-based GOP oper- hitting that threshold.
ative told The Hill that a The New
“Maybe [Walker’s] not at 50
York Times-Siena poll that emerged percent, but it doesn’t appear all
on Monday is “realistic,” but added the negatives have had a significant
that a 2- to-3-point undercount for impact,” Clay said. “It’s all going
Masters at this point is entirely to come down to that final 2 or 3
plausible, with Lake being the driv- percent of people who are still on
ing force behind a possible upset.
the fence.”
“There’s definitely a strategy of
Pennsylvania
Lake and Masters working togethThe wind is firmly at the back of
er,” the strategist said. “She’s trying Mehmet Oz in the final week of the
to pull the whole team across the campaign, but it remains to be seen
finish line.”
whether that will be enough for him
According to the latest Real- to defeat Lt. Gov. John Fetterman
ClearPolitics average, Lake leads (D) next week.
Arizona Secretary of State Katie
The trend lines are clearly in
Hobbs (D) by 3.8 percentage points. Oz’s favor at this stage.
Similarly, Kelly tops Masters by 2.4
His constant attacks on crime
percentage points.
have resonated with voters for
Georgia
months and he was the beneficiary
Sen. Raphael Warnock (D-Ga.) of Fetterman’s continued struggles
once appeared to have a distinct
edge over his Republican opponent
Herschel Walker, a former NFL star
and first-time candidate who has
grappled with a slew of personal
and professional controversies over
the course of his Senate campaign.
Perhaps one of the most eye-popping revelations about Walker came
early last month when the Daily
Beast published a story detailing
allegations that Walker had paid
for his then-girlfriend to have an
abortion in 2009.
Yet Walker hasn’t taken much of
a hit in the polls. He has hammered
Warnock repeatedly on perceived
rising crime and lingering economic concerns, while largely brushing
off the allegations as lies. In turn,
he’s steadily narrowed his polling
gap with Warnock, who now leads
in the race by little more than 1
percentage point, according to
FiveThirtyEight’s polling average.
“The fact of the matter is he’s
been fired at as much as I’ve ever
seen,” said Chuck Clay, a former
state senator and Georgia GOP
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Supreme Court to weigh the future of
affirmative action in college admissions

By John Kruzel
The Hill
The future of affirmative action in higher
education hangs in the balance as the Supreme Court on Monday hears arguments
over race-conscious admissions policies at
two prestigious universities.
Harvard University and the University of
North Carolina (UNC) will be defending their
use of race — as one of many admissions
criteria — to attain the educational benefits
of a diverse student body.
Their conservative-backed challengers,
Students for Fair Admissions (SFFA), contend that the schools’ approach violates
constitutional protections and federal law and
want the court to prohibit admissions offices
from considering an applicant’s race at all.
Ishan Bhabha, a partner at the law firm
Jenner & Block who filed an amicus brief on
behalf of Ivy League and other elite schools,
said that if the Supreme Court takes that
dramatic step, the repercussions for higher
education would be severe.
“If you don’t have a series of divergent
viewpoints … then one of the most important
priorities of institutions of higher education — which is to forward knowledge, to
ask difficult questions, to explore unknown
concepts and have one idea clash against
another to try and figure out which one is
correct or which one is defensible — that is
significantly hampered,” said Bhabha, who
co-leads his firm’s initiative on diversity,
equity and inclusion (DEI).
With the case coming on the heels of a
Supreme Court term that saw conservative
justices overturn landmark rulings including
Roe v. Wade, many legal experts believe that
longstanding affirmative action precedent is
now on the chopping block.
“This is a court that I think has a solid
six-justice majority that sees racial labeling
or racial tagging, for any purpose whatsoever,

“This was a monumental term, and the liberals were on the losing side
of almost every major case,” said Erwin Chemerinsky, dean of the
University of California Berkeley Law School, of the U.S. Supreme Court.
as a constitutional evil,” said Steve Schwinn, where judges rejected its arguments based
a law professor at the University of Illinois on the 5-4 ruling in Grutter, prompting their
Chicago.
appeal to the Supreme Court.
The challengers are asking the 6-3 conserIn court papers, SFFA has urged the
vative majority court to overrule its landmark justices to find that Grutter defies the con2003 decision in Grutter v. Bollinger, which stitutional and statutory guarantee of equal
permits colleges to diversify their student treatment under the law. The use of race in
populations by using race as one part of a admissions decisions, they say, has led colholistic assessment of individual applicants. lege admissions officers to engage in “crude
Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson, one of the stereotyping.”
“Applicants who check the box for Afcourt’s more liberal members and the nation’s
first female African American justice, is re- rican American at Harvard and UNC, for
cused from the Harvard case because of her example, receive a preference because of
recent role as a member of Harvard’s board their race whether they grew up in poverty
and went to failing schools, have parents who
of overseers.
Among SFFA’s arguments in suing the were multimillionaire executives, spent their
schools is its claim that they failed to pursue formative years in Europe, are the direct dediversity goals through available race-neutral scendants of slaves, or are second-generation
alternatives, as required under Supreme Court immigrants from Africa,” SFFA wrote, urging
the justices to upend decades of affirmative
precedent.
The schools, for their part, have coun- action precedent.
In its suit against Harvard, SFFA goes a
tered that there are no workable alternatives
step further, alleging that the school’s adavailable.
SFFA suffered defeat in the lower courts, missions policy discriminates against Asian

Americans. The group argued that Harvard’s
subjective “personal ratings” scores, which
tended to reflect cultural stereotypes, had
made it harder for Asian Americans to be
admitted compared to applicants of other
races, regardless of personal circumstances.
Several Harvard students with Asian
American backgrounds who spoke to The
Hill pushed back forcefully against how
SFFA had framed their school’s admission
policy. They are part of a diverse group
of thousands of current Harvard students
and alumni whose views are reflected in
an amicus brief filed by the NAACP Legal
Defense Fund.
Among them is Angie Shin, a Korean
American who entered Harvard after graduating from an underfunded Los Angeles County
public high school, which she described as
having a student body of largely low-income,
immigrant students from Black, Latino, and
Asian backgrounds, where only around half
graduated on time and relatively few went on
to obtain college degrees.
In this environment, Shin said, the burden
fell to her “to get literate” about what higher
education opportunities were available.
“For instance, it took me so many years of
Googling around on the internet and trying to
figure out what scholarships were, how they
worked and why they were taking applications so early,” she said.
As the more than 100 friend-of-court
briefs filed in the case illustrate, the potential stakes of the dispute extend beyond
academia.
According to Bhabha, of the firm Jenner &
Block, if the court overrules Grutter, it could
represent the first step in a coordinated effort
to prohibit the consideration of race in other
dimensions of American life.
“If Grutter is overturned, it will light a fire
to systematically remove DEI initiatives from
all aspects of society,” Bhabha said.

gument in this month’s cases.
“It’s that holistic assessment considering
all forms of diversity and all characteristics
that ultimately allows admissions officers to
better understand a student’s comprehensive
story, their comprehensive achievements and
what they can contribute to the university
campus and beyond,” Bonadies Torres said.
The use of race as an ingredient in the
admissions process, however, has routinely
provoked a pushback, often from white and
Asian American students, who say it is discriminatory.
The new lawsuits before the court
Students for Fair Admissions (SFFA), a
nonprofit formed by conservative activist
Edward Blum, initially sued Harvard and
UNC in 2014, alleging the schools illegally
discriminate against Asian American and
white applicants.
SFFA argued that Asian American applicants are held to a higher academic standard
than other students in Harvard’s application
process.
The group argued that Asian Americans
are disadvantaged in the application process
due to receiving lower “personal ratings”
and are admitted at a lower rate than white
applicants despite having higher test scores
on average.
Like Bakke, SFFA said that the consideration of race in the admissions process
violates the Constitution’s Equal Protection

Clause.
The group is now asking the court to
overturn Grutter v. Bollinger.
“Grutter’s core holding — that universities can use race in admissions to pursue
student-body diversity — is plainly wrong,”
SFFA wrote in court papers.
The challengers say their case against
Harvard’s policy gives the court an “ideal
vehicle” for reevaluating its stance on affirmative action given the school’s outsized role
in past rulings.
Harvard, in court papers, denies that its
policy is discriminatory. The school accused
SFFA of seeking to upend decades of precedent allowing schools to promote on-campus
diversity.
In the UNC case, the challengers argue
that the college is discriminating against
white applicants. After losing both 2014
cases in the lower courts, SFFA appealed
to the Supreme Court, which will hear oral
arguments on Monday.
The stakes are high
In an amicus brief this summer, the
NAACP argued SFFA is attempting to instill a
“revisionist interpretation” of Brown v. Board
of Education, the landmark Supreme Court
case that said racial segregation in public
schools is unconstitutional, even if the segregated schools are otherwise equal in quality.
“Brown explained how the racial caste
system established through chattel slavery

demeans and subordinates Black people and
thus promised to secure their equality in our
educational system and as citizens of our
democracy,” the NAACP wrote.
Despite the Brown ruling, unequal treatment of Black students in education persists,
particularly between kindergarten and high
school. Race-conscious admissions take
that inequity into consideration, the NAACP
argues.
To overturn the precedent of race-conscious admissions “would contravene
Brown’s core principles” and “transform
Brown from an indictment against racial
apartheid into a tool that supports racial exclusion, prevents further advancement in the
Nation’s progress towards racial integration,
and deepens persistent inequalities in educational opportunities,” the brief states.
Nine states have prohibited the consideration of race in public university admissions:
California, Florida, Washington, Arizona,
Georgia, Michigan, Nebraska, New Hampshire and Oklahoma.
This has cut into the enrollment numbers
of Black and Native American students at
California’s most selective schools, the University of California, Berkeley, and UCLA.
“Following a 1996 ban on affirmative
action at the University of California (UC)
system, for example, enrollment of Black and
Native American students at Berkeley and
UCLA, the system’s most selective campuses, was ‘cut in half,’” Glenn C. Altschuler,
the Thomas and Dorothy Litwin professor
of American studies at Cornell University,
and David Wippman, president of Hamilton
College, wrote in The Hill earlier this year.
“Ever since, the UC system has ‘experiment[ed] with a wide variety of alternative
approaches’ for fostering student-body diversity, with only limited success,” they added.
Altschuler and Wippman argue that while
SFFA and other critics of affirmative action
often claim that “targeting economically and
educationally disadvantaged students is the
best way to achieve diversity,” white students
with competitive academic qualifications
often greatly outnumber students of color.
As a result, “efforts to target those groups
increase socioeconomic diversity, an important benefit in its own right, but are ‘less
effective at enrolling students from underrepresented minority groups.’”

appeals by a group backed by a conservative
activist of lower court rulings upholding
affirmative action admissions policies at
Harvard University and the University of
North Carolina.
Many U.S. colleges and universities place
a premium on achieving a diverse student
population not simply to remedy racial inequity and exclusion in American life but to
bring a range of perspectives onto campuses
with the goal of a richer educational experience for everyone. Critics argue that these

policies themselves amount to unlawful racial
discrimination.
According to Harvard, around 40 percent
of U.S. colleges and universities consider
race in some fashion in admissions.
The Supreme Court has been upheld
such policies, most recently in a 2016 ruling
involving a white woman who sued after the
University of Texas rejected her. The court
has shifted rightward since then. Its 6-3
conservative majority includes three justices
(See Harvard-UNC race cases, Page 11)

Supreme Court may overturn race-based school
admissions: Here’s what you really need to know

By Cheyanne M. Daniels
and Sarakshi Rai
The Hill
Affirmative action will be thrust into the
spotlight this week as the Supreme Court
prepares to hear two cases: Students for Fair
Admissions v. Harvard and Students for Fair
Admissions v. University of North Carolina.
A ruling on the two cases by the conservative court could reverse 40 years of precedent
of race-conscious admissions to colleges and
universities.
Here’s what you need to know.
What is affirmative action?
Affirmative action broadly refers to policies that favor individuals who have been
subject to previous discrimination.
At the nation’s universities, it has been
used to diversify enrollment, often in schools
that historically turned away minority students.
A landmark case came in 1978 when the
Supreme Court considered Regents of the
University of California v. Bakke.
Allan Bakke, a white man, applied to
the University California, Davis’s medical
school. His application was rejected because
of the school’s racial quota system: out of 100
spots, 16 were reserved for racial minorities.
Bakke sued the school, arguing that the
racial quota system was unconstitutional and
a violation of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.
While the court determined UC-Davis’s
quota did, in fact, violate the Constitution’s
Equal Protection Clause and the Civil Rights
Act, it also ruled that diversity in university
admissions was a “constitutionally permissible goal.”
Since then, schools have used race as an
ingredient in selecting their student bodies.
Groups backing Harvard and UNC in the
cases set to go before the Supreme Court next
week say that race is now one of many factors
considered in enrollment.
“Race is considered alongside socioeconomic status, where somebody grew up, what
their parents’ profession was, what achievements they may have had in high school,”
said Genevieve Bonadies Torres, associate
director for the Educational Opportunities
Project with the Lawyers’ Committee for
Civil Rights Under Law.
The group is representing UNC students
and alumni who have been granted oral ar-

Harvard and UNC race cases present test for SCOTUS
By Nate Raymond
(Reuters) — The U.S. Supreme Court is
set to consider whether colleges may continue
to use race as a factor in student admissions in
two cases that give its conservative majority
a chance to ban policies often employed to
boost Black and Hispanic enrollment and
perhaps overturn its own precedents allowing
such practices.
The justices, confronting another contentious issue in U.S. American society, are
scheduled to hear arguments on Monday in
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House Republican lawmakers are pushing
permanent tax cuts amid soaring inflation

By Tobias Burns
The Hill
House Republicans on the chief
tax-writing Ways and Means Committee are seeking to make the tax
cuts and adjustments enacted in the
2017 overhaul of the tax system
permanent, a move economists say
would stimulate the economy at
the same time the Federal Reserve
is trying to rein in demand against
40-year-high inflation.
Ways and Means Republicans
touted a proposal last week that
would extend tax provisions in the
Trump administration’s Tax Cuts
and Jobs Act. It would renew a 20
percent deduction for businesses,
maintain a higher standard deduction and extend lowered tax rates
for households.
Another bicameral measure
proposed by Rep. Jodey Arrington
(R-Texas) and Sen. Pat Toomey (RPa.) would allow machinery costs
to be written off as tax deductions
when they’re purchased, as opposed
to over time, and would effectively
cost around $200 billion over 10
years.
“[The tax cut] will begin to
phase out — a huge hit to industry
like farming, manufacturing and I’d
just say business in general. They
need capital the most. I’d like to
highlight Jodey Arrington. He has
a bill that will make full expensing
permanent,” Rep. Vern Buchanan
(R-Fla.) said during a presentation
Wednesday.
A write-up of that bill says
it “makes permanent one of the
most pro-growth policies in the
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act: full and
immediate expensing.” A write-up

of Buchanan’s bill says it would
“create certainty for the pro-growth
provisions.”
But economists say that cutting
taxes and increasing the deficit at a
time when persistent inflation needs
to be tamed will only add fuel to the
fire of price increases. Altogether,
the tax cuts in the 2017 law added
$1.9 trillion in government debt
through 2028.
“The method of financing is
what matters. If it’s deficit financed,
that’s going to have the highest risk
of those tax changes playing into
inflation at least in the short run. If
it’s financed through other means,
you’re not necessarily going to see
that trade off,” Garrett Watson, an
analyst with the Tax Foundation,
said in an interview with The Hill.
“The challenge and the ambiguity is that you’re doing two things at
the same time. You are increasing
long-run supply incentives, which
are incentives to invest in the form
of a 100 percent bonus, but you’re
also in the short run, depending
on the nature of how you finance
it, feeding into the demand side,”
he added.
Asked whether the cuts will add

to inflation and if Republicans are
working in opposition to the Federal Reserve’s monetary policy, Ways
and Means top Republican Kevin
Brady (Texas) said that economic
conditions were improved by the
2017 tax overhaul.
“Unlike the cruel economy of
President Biden, under the modernized Republican tax code of 2017
America’s economy was growing,
paychecks were rising twice as fast
as inflation, jobs were coming back
from overseas, millions of Americans were lifted out of poverty and
communities enjoyed record business investment here in America,”
Brady said in a statement to the Hill.
Data from the Labor Department
released earlier this month showed
that inflation has remained above 8
percent for seven months in a row.
The Federal Reserve, in response,
has raised the interest rates to slow
economic activity and bring prices
down.
In the minutes of its latest
rate-setting meeting, the Federal
Reserve said that slower economic
growth is specifically what would
help inflation come down.
“[Meeting] participants noted

that a period of below-trend real
GDP growth would help reduce
inflationary pressures and set the
stage for the sustained achievement
of the Committee’s objectives of
maximum employment and price
stability,” the September meeting
minutes read.
“In light of the broad-based
and unacceptably high level of
inflation, the intermeeting news
of higher-than-expected inflation,
and upside risks to the inflation
outlook, participants remarked that
purposefully moving to a restrictive
policy stance in the near term was
consistent with risk-management
considerations.”
A June study published by the
San Francisco Federal Reserve
found that current inflation is
caused more by supply factors than
demand factors. “Supply factors
explain about half of the run-up
in current inflation levels” while
“demand factors are responsible for
about one-third, with the remainder
resulting from ambiguous factors,”
the study found.
Some Republicans’ comments
on Wednesday appeared to openly
disagree with the Federal Reserve’s
interest rate hikes.
“All of this big government interventionist policy in the middle of
a recession, by the way, including
new taxes, has made real wages
drop by $5,000. And here’s their
answer: Let’s just pummel the
American people more. Let’s try
to solve this inflation problem with
higher interest rates. Let’s try to
reduce the growth of our economy
instead of enhancing and letting
loose the supply side,” Arrington,

the Texas congressman, said.
Other economists also pointed
out that the GOP proposals could
add to inflation.
Harvard University economist
Jason Furman quipped on Twitter
that the Republican program could
be dubbed the “Inflation Increasing
Act of 2023.”
Some economists have also
noted that deficit-financed tax cuts
just brought down the government
of the United Kingdom, so the political sensitivity around such measures during a period of increased
inflation is high.
“Obviously we’ve seen what’s
been happening in the U.K. If you
push for unfunded tax cuts in a
way that people don’t believe will
be sustainable, that will be problematic,” the Tax Foundation’s
Watson said.
Analysts say that over a longer
span of time, some of the proposed
tax cut extensions could be deflationary but that the prospect of a
recession may complicate those
effects.
“To the degree current inflation
is caused by supply shortages, new
equipment could produce more
goods faster. So it would slow price
increases,” Howard Gleckman of
the Urban-Brookings Tax Policy
Center said in an email to The Hill.
“But if we are headed for an
economic slowdown, or even a
recession, by the time the new
equipment comes online demand
for goods may slow. In that case,
companies would have to pay off
equipment (at high interest rates)
that is not productive. That could
prolong a slump,” he said.

Gun control laws fall at dizzying pace after Supreme Court ruling

By John Kruzel
The Hill
A New York gun control law that prohibits
firearms in Times Square, Yankee Stadium,
the subway and other sensitive places is on
shaky legal ground after a judge found these
provisions violate the Second Amendment,
though the ruling is paused while the case
is appealed.
The ongoing court battle over New York’s
gun control measure is just one part of a
shifting legal landscape resulting from the
6-3 conservative Supreme Court’s expansion
of the Second Amendment in a June ruling,
which has led lower courts to block or strike
down gun control measures at a dizzying
pace.
Since the justices’ decision in New York
State Rifle & Pistol Association v. Bruen
this summer, judges in various parts of the
country have said it’s unconstitutional to
ban guns that lack serial numbers, to prevent
people under felony indictment from buying
guns and to prohibit guns from airports and
even summer camp.
“In the immediate aftermath, we’ve got
a half a dozen courts who are striking down
laws based on this decision,” said Jake
Charles, a professor at the Pepperdine University Caruso School of Law. “I think it’s
going to be shocking to people when we see
the fallout from Bruen in the first six months.”
The Supreme Court’s prior term was dominated by the Republican-appointed justices’
overruling of Roe v. Wade. But the court’s
aggressive pursuit of other conservative
agenda items, like expanding the Second
Amendment, is now coming into sharper
focus as lower courts wrestle with the gunrights decision’s implications.
The majority opinion by Justice Clarence
Thomas interpreted the Second Amendment
as broadly protecting the right to carry a
firearm in public for self-defense.
At the same time, the decision reaffirmed
that gun rights can be lawfully limited —
namely, by gun control measures rooted in
the “nation’s historical tradition of firearm

regulation.”
But the court’s “historical tradition” test
has been roundly criticized as vague and offering little help to judges who are not trained
historians. The Bruen test also eliminated
the formal requirement that judges weigh
whether or not a challenged law is effective
at preventing gun violence, which could
undermine public safety.
“The Supreme Court has adopted a test
that’s going to make it hard to justify a lot of
gun safety laws, including uncontroversial
ones like background checks or bans on
domestic abusers having access to firearms,”
said Adam Winkler, a professor at the UCLA
School of Law and Second Amendment
expert.
One area of Second Amendment ambiguity that was tested in the New York case
deals with so-called “sensitive places,” areas
where the Supreme Court said guns could be
lawfully prohibited, even as the justices left
that term largely undefined.
In response to the Supreme Court’s late
June ruling, New York Gov. Kathy Hochul
(D) on July 1 signed a law that criminalized
the carrying of guns in airports, houses of
worship, Times Square and other sensitive
places, and imposed heightened licensing
requirements. This prompted a swift legal

challenge from the group Gun Owners of
America.
Earlier this month, a federal judge in
Syracuse ruled for the gun-rights group,
temporarily blocking key parts of New York
law, known as the Concealed Carry Improvement Act (CCIA). In a 53-page ruling, U.S.
District Judge Glenn Suddaby said some of
the law’s heightened licensing requirements
and location-specific bans — including the
prohibition of guns in Times Square — went
too far.
The plaintiff in the case, Gun Owners of
America, hailed the ruling.
“Anti-gunners like Kathy Hochul and
[New York City Mayor] Eric Adams lied
and misrepresented the Second Amendment
to the courts, putting New Yorkers at a great
disadvantage in the midst of rising crime,”
Erich Pratt, the group’s senior vice president,
said at the time. “We are grateful to Judge
Suddaby for his quick action to restore the
right of the people to keep and bear arms.”
Suddaby, an appointee of former President
George W. Bush, ordered New York officials
to halt enforcement of the provisions at issue.
But he delayed his decision from taking effect, allowing state officials to appeal to the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the 2nd Circuit,
which has since halted Suddaby’s ruling

while the case plays out there.
Suddaby said New York officials had
justified only some of the law’s new limits
on constitutional grounds, while failing to
adequately defend others.
Specifically, the judge maintained provisions that restricted guns from property
that is owned or temporarily restricted by
the government; polling places; houses of
worship, with some exceptions; schools and
public assemblies.
But he blocked gun bans in places of
public transportation, summer camps, Times
Square and entertainment venues such as
theaters, stadiums, concerts and bars.
“Although this Court has found that most
of the CCIA’s list of ‘sensitive locations’
violate the Constitution, the Court does so
not because the list (or a portion of the list)
must rise or fall in its entirety but because
Defendants have simply not met their burden
of sifting the historical materials for evidence
to sustain New York State’s statute,” Suddaby
wrote.
Hochul called the ruling “disappointing,”
while vowing to do “everything in my power”
to combat gun violence.
Second Amendment experts say a likely
consequence of Bruen’s silence on key gun
rights questions is that courts around the
country will reach different conclusions about
the law. For instance, it may be only a matter
of time before the New York ruling comes
into conflict with another federal judge’s
different take on guns in “sensitive places.”
All of this means another big gun rights
case could soon fall in the Supreme Court’s
lap.
“I originally thought, right after Bruen
came down, that the Supreme Court was not
going to take another Second Amendment
case for a number of years, that it would let
lower courts figure out how to apply this test
and see how it shakes out,” said Charles,
of Pepperdine University. “And now I’m
becoming increasingly of the view that it
will probably be almost forced to take a case
sooner rather than later.”

(Continued from Page 10)
who dissented in that 2016 decision and three
appointed by Republican former President
Donald Trump.
The Harvard and UNC lawsuits were filed
in 2014 by a group called Students for Fair
Admissions founded by anti-affirmative action activist Edward Blum, who also backed
the University of Texas plaintiff. Blum said
he is not taking a ruling against the schools
for granted, adding, “Trying to foretell what
the court is going to do is a fool’s errand.”
Ruling in favor of the plaintiffs could
require the court to overturn its 2016 ruling
and earlier decisions.
The court in 1978 ruled in a case called
Regents of the University of California v.
Bakke that race could be considered as one
of several admissions factors including academic and extracurricular criteria but barred
racial quotas. It reaffirmed that in a 2003
ruling in a case called Grutter v. Bollinger.
The court’s conservative bloc has shown
a willingness to abandon precedent, as illustrated in the June decision to overturn the
1973 Roe v. Wade ruling that had legalized

abortion nationwide.
‘Diversity and Inclusion’
The lawsuits accused UNC of discriminating against white and Asian American
applicants and Harvard of discriminating
against Asian American applicants.
“These challenges are a part of a broader
attack on the importance and value that the
Constitution and that American society place
on diversity and inclusion in the core institutions of our society,” said Sarah Hinger, an
attorney with the American Civil Liberties
Union, which has filed briefs in the cases
supporting the schools.
Democratic President Joe Biden’s administration is backing the schools.
Students for Fair Admissions cited Harvard data showing that Asian American
applicants were less likely to gain admission
than white, Black or Hispanic applicants with
similar qualifications. It said UNC’s admissions data showed “stark” racial disparities
in acceptance rates among similarly qualified
applicants, with Black and Hispanic students
preferred over white and Asian American
ones.

Blum’s group has argued that Harvard’s
policies ran afoul of Title VI of the Civil
Rights Act, which bars racial discrimination
under any program receiving federal financial
assistance, and that UNC’s violated the U.S.
Constitution’s 14th Amendment’s guarantee
of equal protection under the law.
The lower courts disagreed. For instance,
the Boston-based 1st U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals found that Harvard’s use of race
was “meaningful” and not “impermissibly
extensive” because it prevented diversity
from plummeting.
Chief Justice John Roberts is seen as the
conservative justice least inclined to overturn
precedent. But he dissented in the 2016 ruling
alongside fellow conservative Justices Clarence Thomas and Samuel Alito.
Thomas, one of the court’s two Black
justices, has been outspoken against racial
preferences.
“The Constitution abhors classifications
based on race, not only because those classifications can harm favored races or are based
on illegitimate motives, but also because
every time the government places citizens

on racial registers and makes race relevant
to the provision of burdens or benefits, it
demeans us all,” Thomas wrote in a Grutter
v. Bollinger ruling dissent.
Michaele Turnage Young, a lawyer with
the NAACP Legal Defense and Educational
Fund, which has filed briefs supporting the
schools, said the court could rule more narrowly than its 6-3 ideological split might suggest, particularly after the political backlash
from the abortion ruling. “The court might
be wary of overturning another longstanding
federal line of precedent,” she said.
David Bernstein, a professor at George
Mason University’s law school who has filed
a brief supporting Blum’s group, said he
would be watching to see if the three liberal
justices can find “some escape hatch or limit”
to allow some form of racial preferences to
remain.
Liberal Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson,
the court’s other Black member, has recused
herself from the Harvard case but is set to
participate in the UNC one. Jackson, the newest justice, attended Harvard and previously
served on its Board of Overseers.

Harvard-UNC race cases
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Page 12 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / November 2-8, 2022

By Rebecca Klar
The Hill
Elon Musk officially owns Twitter after
closing the deal by a court-imposed Friday
deadline, according to multiple outlets, ending a six-month journey over his controversial $44 billion acquisition.
CNBC first reported Thursday evening
that Musk had taken control of Twitter and
the company’s CEO Parag Agrawal and chief
financial officer Ned Segal had left and would
not be returning. Multiple outlets reported
that Agrawal and Segal, along with other
Twitter executives, were fired.
Musk’s agreement to buy Twitter faced
several turns. The billionaire Tesla and
SpaceX CEO sought to back out of the deal
in July, but earlier this month he agreed to
follow through on the initial April agreement
as he faced a lawsuit from Twitter.
A judge halted the trial earlier this month
on the condition that he close the deal by
Friday.
Musk hasn’t disclosed his plans for Twitter

in much detail, but he indicated he wants to
pull back some content moderation measures
in a way critics warn could lead to more hate

speech and disinformation on the platform.
It’s not clear if any changes to Twitter
will be immediate enough to impact the

approaching November midterm elections,
but updates to Twitter’s policies could come
ahead of the 2024 election.
One of the most high-profile changes
Musk has indicated he would take is allowing
former President Trump back on the platform.
Trump was permanently banned from
Twitter after posts he made about the Jan. 6
riot at the Capital last year were deemed to
incite violence. Musk has said he disagrees
with that decision, and could give Trump
access to his account, which lets him reach a
wider audience ahead of a potential 2024 run.
Trump has said he would not return to
Twitter, preferring to stay on his own Truth
Social, but observers have cast doubt on the
idea that he could turn down such a large
audience.
Despite Musk’s calls for a “free speech”
platform, indicating a laxer approach to moderating content, he told investors in a public
message Thursday that Twitter “obviously
cannot become a free-for-all hellscape, where
anything can be said with no consequences.”

“This is not going to be pretty,” Barrett
said.
Musk tweeted Friday afternoon that Twitter will be forming a “content moderation
council with widely diverse viewpoints.”
He said that “no major content decisions or
account reinstatements will happen before
that council convenes.”
But Bloomberg reported, citing an anonymous source, that Musk doesn’t believe in
lifelong bans. Musk previously said he would
reverse the permanent ban Twitter imposed
on former President Trump’s account last
year.

It is not clear yet to what extent the proposed council will factor into decisions of that
kind. For example, Meta’s Oversight Board
is able to make binding decisions regarding
content on the site but the tech giant is able
to choose whether to accept its Oversight
Board’s recommendations on policy changes.
Musk hinted that more changes to the
status of accounts banned under previous
leadership are to come in the early days of
his leadership. In response to a right-wing
influencer who said they were still “shadowbanned” after one day of Musk owning the
site, the new self-described “Chief Twit” said
he “will be digging in more today.”
Trump seems poised to gain access to his
account again under Musk’s ownership, as
Musk previously indicated. At that time, the
Tesla CEO called the decision to ban Trump
a “morally bad decision” and “foolish.”
Twitter took the unprecedented step to
ban a U.S. president after ruling that Trump
violated the platform’s policy on incitement
of violence with posts he made about the Jan.
6, 2021, riot at the Capitol.
The former president cheered Musk’s
takeover of Twitter, but told Fox News he
would be staying on Truth Social.
“I like it better, I like the way it works. I
like Elon, but I’m staying on Truth,” Trump
said.
But joining Twitter again, if he is allowed
(See Musk Remodels Twitter, Page 13)

Musk moves quickly to remodel Twitter

By Rebecca Klar
The Hill
Elon Musk wasted no time beginning to
remodel Twitter after closing his deal to acquire the company Thursday night, quickly
cutting key staff, doubling down on plans to
lift lifelong bans and previewing plans for a
council to determine content decisions.
The changes he’s made so far confirmed
suspicions critics had about the direction the
billionaire space and auto executive, known
for being a Twitter troll himself, would take
the company in, and are adding fuel to the
chorus of critics worried Musk’s reign at
Twitter will allow misinformation and hate
speech to thrive on the platform.
Musk’s decision to take Twitter private
will also allow him to transform the platform
— including its content moderation policies
and financial priorities — with less oversight
from regulators and without having to publicly disclose updates every few months to show
how the company is performing.
Musk made a nod to changes to come at
Twitter in his typical style shortly after taking
control of the company, tweeting Thursday
night “the bird is free.”
Among the first changes he made were
immediate cuts of top Twitter executives.
Musk reportedly fired CEO Parag Agrawal, Chief Financial Officer Ned Segal and
chief legal counsel Vijaya Gadde, letting
them go with a hefty payout of around $187

million, CNN reported.
Paul Barrett, deputy director of the NYU
Stern Center for Business and Human Rights,
said he is most concerned about Musk’s decision to fire Gadde, a senior executive Barrett
said was “trying, however imperfectly, to
keep the platform from spreading even more
harmful content than it does.”
Barrett said he is concerned that “in the
name of ‘free speech’” Musk is going to “turn
back the clock” to make Twitter into a “more
potent engine of hatred, divisiveness, and
misinformation about elections, public health
policy, and international affairs.”

Five takeaways on Musk’s Twitter takeover
By Alejandra O’Connell-Domenech
The Hill
Tesla CEO Elon Musk officially took over Twitter in a
$44 billion deal late Thursday night.
The purchase is a seismic moment for Twitter that will
also shake up the worlds of media and politics.
Musk, whose up-and-down effort to buy Twitter looked
in doubt just weeks ago, has vowed to change the way the
social platform avidly used by politicians, celebrities and the
media operates.
He describes himself as a “free speech absolutist,” which
has led to expectations that he’ll bring back to Twitter people
who have been previously banned.
Shortly after the deal was finalized, Musk took to the
social media platform to tweet “the bird is freed” and “let
the good times roll.”
Here are five takeaways from Musk’s takeover of Twitter.

Former President Trump speaks during an event
Friday, July 8, 2022, in Las Vegas.
Trump’s permanent ban could be reversed
Former President Trump was permanently suspended from
Twitter last year after he incited his supporters to attack the
U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021.
But that could change now that Musk is in charge.
Musk’s primary interest in obtaining Twitter earlier this
year was due to his interest in free speech. He has criticized
the platform’s leadership for their content management rules,
which Musk contended showed a “strong left bias.”
A Trump return to Twitter just as the former president may
announce a new bid for the White House would be a big deal.
Trump used Twitter to control the news cycle as a candidate
and during his presidency, and replicating those efforts with
his new Truth Social platform has been less successful.
It’s unclear if Trump will want to return to Twitter, as
doing so would damage Truth Social.
On Friday, he said in a message on his own platform that
he was glad Twitter was in “sane” hands, but didn’t commit
to a return.
Back in May, Musk said during an event hosted by the
Financial Times that he would reverse the platform’s existing
ban on the former president.
Musk’s first day starts with cleaning house
After acquiring Twitter, Musk immediately fired several of
the platform’s top executives, including CEO Parag Agrawal,
Chief Financial Officer Ned Segal and legal affairs and policy
chief Vijaya Gadde.
All three of the executives had “golden parachute” clauses in the purchase agreement with Musk, meaning that the
world’s richest man will have to cough up $204 million in

SpaceX founder and Tesla CEO Elon Musk,
who has officially acquired Twitter.
severance to the trio. They are also entitled to a year’s salary
and health insurance.
More importantly, those executives were behind a number
of the standards on content that Twitter had relied upon over
the last couple of years.
Their exit and Musk’s entrance adds to questions about
whether Twitter will become even more of a “Wild West”
environment where bullying and race- and gender-based
attacks are not moderated.

Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Ga.) arrives to the Capitol
for a series of votes on Wednesday, September 14, 2022.
The political right is hailing the takeover
Republicans have long complained that social media leans
to the left, and they have mostly been applauding Musk’s
takeover.
Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas), for example, cheered Musk’s
buying of Twitter, calling it “the most important development
for Free Speech in decades.”
Reps. Jim Jordan (R-Ohio), Marjorie Taylor Greene (RGa.) and Lauren Boebert (R-Colo.) tweeted out celebratory
messages about free speech, with Boebert promising that “a
lot of suppressed truths, on social media and in Congress,”
will come “to light in the next two years.
Twitter has pushed back against arguments it is biased
against conservatives, and there is evidence that right-wing
content has no trouble finding large audiences on social
media.
Hate speech is popping up
Early Friday, numerous anonymous Twitter accounts
praised Musk’s takeover and then began to spew racist and
antisemitic comments on the platform.
“Elon now controls twitter. Unleash the racial slurs. K**S
AND N*****S,” said one account, according to The Washington Post, while another said, “I can freely express how
much I hate n*****s … now, thank you elon.”
Before finalizing his deal with Twitter, Musk posted a

Multiple instances of hate speech have appeared
on Twitter since Musk acquired the platform.
note to Twitter that appeared designed to quell fears among
advertisers that the platform could become a free-for-all.
“Twitter can obviously not become a free-for-all hellscape,
where anything can be said with no consequences!” the
note reads. “In addition to adhering to the laws of the land,
our platform must be warm and welcoming to all, where
you can choose your desired experience according to your
preferences…”
Finding a balance between free speech and having a freefor-all where hate speech is tolerated will be a challenge for
Musk, who has vowed to make Twitter more profitable.

Musk closed the deal for Twitter Thursday,
October 27,2022, for $44 billion.
An uncertain future
The future of Twitter under Musk is difficult to predict.
The company has been public since 2013 and now, as a
private entity, it will not be required to make public disclosures about its performance every quarter.
Twitter’s 7,500 employees are concerned about the future of their workplace. Earlier this month, The Washington
Post reported that Musk planned on laying off 75 percent of
Twitter’s workforce if he acquired the company. And even
though Musk denied he would make such massive cuts to
Twitter staff, layoffs are still expected under the billionaire’s
leadership.
Twitter employees receive stock in the company as part
of their compensation. But now that the company is set to
become private, Musk agreed to pay out the stock workers
already have and to give cash bonuses in the future.
The payouts are worth $100 million at this point, and some
workers fear that Musk will turn to layoffs before making
good on his promise to pay up, according to The New York
Times’s DealBook.
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Test scores dropped to lowest levels in decades
during pandemic, according to nationwide exam
Across the country, math scores dropped their most ever. Reading scores dropped
to 1992 levels. Nearly 4 in 10 eighth graders failed to grasp basic math concepts.

By The Associated Press
WASHINGTON — The COVID-19 pandemic spared no state or region as it caused
historic learning setbacks for America’s children, erasing decades of academic progress
and widening racial disparities, according
to results of a national test that provide the
sharpest look yet at the scale of the crisis.
Across the country, math scores saw
their largest decreases ever. Reading scores
dropped to 1992 levels. Nearly four in 10
eighth graders failed to grasp basic math
concepts. Not a single state saw a notable
improvement in their average test scores, with
some simply treading water at best.
hose are the findings from the National Assessment of Educational Progress — known
as the “nation’s report card” — which tested
hundreds of thousands of fourth and eighth
graders across the country this year. It was
the first time the test had been given since
2019, and it’s seen as the first nationally
representative study of the pandemic’s impact
on learning.
“It is a serious wakeup call for us all,” Peggy Carr, commissioner of the National Center
for Education Statistics, a branch of the Education Department, said in an interview. “In
NAEP, when we experience a 1- or 2-point
decline, we’re talking about it as a significant
impact on a student’s achievement. In math,
we experienced an 8-point decline — historic
for this assessment.”
Researchers usually think of a 10-point
gain or drop as equivalent to roughly a year
of learning.
It’s no surprise that children are behind.
The pandemic upended every facet of life and
left millions learning from home for months
or more. The results released Monday reveal
the depth of those setbacks, and the size of
the challenge facing schools as they help
students catch up.
Education Secretary Miguel Cardona said
it’s a sign that schools need to redouble their
efforts, using billions of dollars that Congress
gave schools to help students recover.
“Let me be very clear: these results are not
acceptable,” Cardona said.
The NAEP test is typically given every
two years. It was taken between January and

March by a sample of students in every state,
along with 26 of the nation’s largest school
districts. Scores had been stalling even before the pandemic, but the new results show
decreases on a scale not seen before.
In both math and reading, students scored
lower than those tested in 2019. But while
reading scores dipped, math scores plummeted by the largest margins in the history of the
NAEP test, which began in 1969.
Math scores were worst among eighth
graders, with 38 percent earning scores
deemed “below basic” — a cutoff that measures, for example, whether students can find
the third angle of a triangle if they’re given
the other two. That’s worse than 2019, when
31 percent of eighth graders scored below
that level.
No part of the country was exempt. Every
region saw test scores slide, and every state
saw declines in at least one subject.
Several major districts saw test scores
fall by more than 10 points. Cleveland saw
the largest single drop, falling 16 points in
fourth-grade reading, along with a 15-point
decline in fourth-grade math. Baltimore and
Tennessee’s Shelby County also saw precipitous declines.
“This is more confirmation that the pandemic hit us really hard,” said Eric Gordon,

chief executive for the Cleveland Metropolitan School District. To help students recover,
the school system has beefed up summer
school and added after-school tutoring.
“I’m not concerned that they can’t or
won’t recover,” Gordon said. “I’m concerned
that the country won’t stay focused on getting
kids caught up.”
The results show a reversal of progress on
math scores, which had made big gains since
the 1990s. Reading, by contrast, had changed
little in recent decades, so even this year’s
relatively small decreases put the averages
back to where they were in 1992.
Most concerning, however, are the gaps
between students. Confirming what many
had feared, racial inequities appear to have
widened during the pandemic. In fourth
grade, Black and Hispanic students saw bigger decreases than white students, widening
gaps that have persisted for decades.
Inequities were also reflected in a growing
gap between higher and lower performing
students. In math and reading, scores fell
most sharply among the lowest performing
students, creating a widening chasm between
struggling students and the rest of their peers.
Surveys done as part of this year’s test
illustrate the divide.
When schools shifted to remote learning,

higher performing students were far more
likely to have reliable access to quiet spaces,
computers and help from their teachers, the
survey found.
The results make clear that schools must
address the “long-standing and systemic
shortcomings of our education system,” said
Alberto Carvalho, superintendent of Los Angeles schools and a member of the National
Assessment Governing Board, which sets the
policies for the test.
“While the pandemic was a blow to
schools and communities, we cannot use
it as an excuse,” he said. “We have to stay
committed to high standards and expectations
and help every child succeed.”
Other recent studies have found that students who spent longer periods learning online suffered greater setbacks. But the NAEP
results show no clear connection. Areas that
returned to the classroom quickly still saw
significant declines, and cities — which were
more likely to stay remote longer — actually
saw milder decreases than suburban districts,
according to the results.
Los Angeles can claim one of the few
bright spots in the results. The nation’s second-largest school district saw eighth-grade
reading scores increase by 9 points, the only
significant uptick in any district. For other
districts, it was a feat just to hold even, as
achieved by Dallas and Florida’s Hillsborough County.
Testing critics caution against putting too
much stock in exams like NAEP, but there’s
no doubt that the skills it aims to measure are
critical. Students who take longer to master
reading are more likely to drop out and end
up in the criminal justice system, research has
found. And eighth grade is seen as a pivotal
time to develop skills for math, science and
technology careers.
For Carr, the results raise new questions
about what will happen to students who appear to be far behind in attaining those skills.
“We want our students to be prepared
globally for STEM careers, science and technology and engineering,” she said. “This puts
all of that at risk. We have to do a reset. This
is a very serious issue, and it’s not going to
go away on its own.”

National test score plunge illustrates pandemic’s impact on education
By Daniel De Visé
The Hill
Fourth-grade math scores fell almost twice
as much for Black and Hispanic students as
for white students, according to the latest results on the Nation’s Report Card, illustrating
the pandemic’s outsize impact on minorities
in the classroom.
Scores declined across the board between
2019 and 2022 on the National Assessment
of Educational Progress, grim confirmation
of a broad erosion in student achievement
during two years of COVID-19. Performance
dropped in reading and math, in grades four
and eight. But the decline was worse in math,
the largest ever recorded in half a century of
federal testing.
“What we’re really looking at, it’s not
something that the school districts did, it’s
not something the education community did.
It’s something the pandemic did,” said Ray
Hart, executive director of the Council of
Great City Schools. “We’ll just have to work
our way out of it.”
Across all public schools, fourth-grade
math scores dropped by 8 points for Black
students between 2019 and 2022, from 224
to 216 on a 500-point scale. Scores dipped
by 7 points for Hispanics, from 231 to 224.
Performance among white students started
higher and dropped less, from 249 to 245.
Educators were bracing for bad news
from the national test. Several studies have
documented declining student achievement
during the pandemic, with greater losses
among Black and Hispanic students and those
in high-poverty schools.
The pandemic presented a nightmare scenario, forcing schools to shutter in the middle
of the spring semester of 2020, driving millions of teachers into haphazard experiments
in remote learning.
“We’re talking about teaching complicated material through virtual instruction,” said
Amanda Goodwin, an associate professor of
literacy, language and culture at Vanderbilt
University’s Peabody College. “We had never

done virtual instruction at that scale.”
Remote instruction endured through much
of the 2020-21 academic year in parts of the
nation, while other districts returned to classroom study, weighing competing interests of
education and public health.
The latest scores show particularly steep
declines among Black and Hispanic students
in elementary math. Decades of research has
shown parents do a better job supplementing
reading instruction at home, while most of
the burden for math teaching falls on math
teachers.
Among lower-performing students, those
in greatest need of tutoring and summer
school, the pandemic widened long-standing
racial disparities.
Between 2019 and 2022, the share of
Black students in public schools performing
“below basic” in fourth-grade math on the
national assessment rose from 35 percent
to 46 percent. The share of Hispanics rated
“below basic” rose from 27 percent to 37
percent. Among whites, the share scoring
at the lowest performance level rose just 3
points, from 12 percent to 15 percent.
“The results confirm what educators have
been sounding the alarm about for more than
two years: the pandemic exacerbated existing
gaps in opportunity and learning experiences

between white students and students of color,
as well as between well-funded schools and
chronically underfunded ones,” said Becky
Pringle, president of the National Education
Association.
White, Black and Hispanic students all
faltered in eighth-grade math, but without
the same racial disparities seen in grade four.
Students of all races fared better in reading.
Eighth-grade reading scores for Black and
Hispanic students declined by just 1 point in
public schools, while white students’s scores
fell by 4 points. An achievement gap remains,
but it has narrowed.
Pandemic learning losses echo generations of research on “summer slide,” a
well-documented (if disputed) decline in test
scores among disadvantaged students over
summer break. Researchers theorize the gap
opens because less-advantaged students have
less access to reading materials, educational
outings and quiet study space during vacation
months.
To some extent, the pandemic functioned
like one long summer slide. A recent Harvard
study found that Black and Hispanic students
lost more learning than white ones because,
on average, they endured longer stretches of
remote learning. Students in high-poverty
schools lost roughly half a year of academic

growth during the pandemic.
Education leaders cautioned against drawing partisan conclusions from the new scores.
Yet, the Harvard study found that students
performed better through the pandemic in
states that kept classrooms open longer, such
as Texas and Florida. Students fared worse
in states that spent more time in remote instruction, including California and Illinois.
In California, where political leaders took
flak for keeping schools closed, the share of
Black students performing “below basic” in
fourth-grade math on the latest assessment
rose from 33 percent in 2019 to 51 percent
in 2022. The share of Hispanic learners
scoring below basic rose from 34 percent to
44 percent.
In Florida, where leaders took flak for
keeping schools open, Black and Hispanic
students fared somewhat better. The share
of Hispanic students scoring below basic
in fourth-grade math rose from 15 percent
in 2019 to 22 percent in 2022. The share of
Black students scoring below basic rose from
23 percent to 34 percent.
Reversing the slide, experts say, means
playing catch-up for months of lost instruction. That could mean hundreds of hours
of intensive tutoring, or weeks of summer
school, or longer school days.
“I think high-intensity tutoring is one
of the most proven approaches,” said Megan Kuhfeld, a senior research scientist at
NWEA, a nonprofit that tests schoolchildren
globally. “It’s also really expensive. You
basically need one teacher for every two or
three students.”
President Biden directed $122 billion in
American Rescue Plan funds to reopening
schools and reversing learning losses. But
those funds end in 2024, and that may not be
enough time for districts to access it.
“Districts have recovery plans, but the
pandemic has made it hard for them to put
them into place,” Kuhfeld said. “This is the
first year when things are, knock on wood,
actually back to normal.”

(Continued from Page 12)
to, would give Trump access to a wider audience ahead of a potential 2024 run. Truth
Social received roughly 9 million visits in
August, versus Twitter’s 6.8 billion the same
month, according to data from SimilarWeb.
Other conservative figures have also welcomed the takeover by Musk, whose plan to
run Twitter with a more relaxed approach
to content moderation — including by not
issuing lifetime bans — is more in line with
the vision Republicans have been urging
platforms to take.
Rep. Jim Jordan (R-Ohio), the ranking
member of the House Judiciary Committee,
tweeted, “Free speech. Liberal tears.”

Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Ga.), who
has had her personal account banned from the
platform for posting COVID-19 misinformation, wrote “FREEDOM OF SPEECH!!!!”
Moves to ease moderation pose a threat of
increasing the spread of hate speech and misinformation, however, according to experts
and advocacy groups that warned against
Musk’s takeover of Twitter.
Ahead of sealing the deal officially,
Musk seemingly tried to quell some of those
concerns as they relate to potential drops in
advertising revenue, posting a public message
to advertisers on Thursday.
He said Twitter “cannot become a freefor-all hellscape, where anything can be said

with no consequences!”
Advocacy groups, however, are still
sounding the alarm that the changes Musk has
started making to the platform could lead to
more hate online, especially for marginalized
communities.
Racist and antisemitic tweets already
started to spread quickly on Twitter after
Musk’s takeover, including some using slurs
in posts celebrating Musk’s ownership, The
Washington Post reported.
“By purchasing Twitter, Elon Musk is
poised to reopen the floodgates of widespread
harassment and threats of violence, especially
against Black women, women of color, and
transgender people,” Bridget Todd, com-

munications director of the feminist group
UltraViolet, said in a statement.
If Musk abandons Twitter’s community
standards, it could provide a “slippery slope”
and set a precedent for other platforms to
follow, Todd said.
A potential increase in the spread of misinformation, especially if figures previously
banned for such action regain access to their
accounts — on Twitter or other sites that may
follow its lead — could also impact coming
election cycles, critics warn.
“With Elon Musk at the helm of Twitter
just two weeks from the midterm elections,
it’s likely the worst is yet to come,” Todd
added.

Musk Remodels Twitter
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GOP gains momentum in midterms’ final stretch
By Niall Stanage
The Hill
The midterm elections are tilting in Republicans’ favor with just one full week of
campaigning left.
Polling in key Senate races has edged
toward the GOP, with once-endangered
Republican incumbents strengthening their
positions and vulnerable Democrats looking
more fragile.
Democrats, who believed less than two
months ago that they might expand their
Senate majority and perhaps even hold onto
a razor-thin margin in the House, have grown
less sanguine.
“It’s pretty clear that Republicans have the
wind at their back,” said Jim Manley, a former
aide to the late Senate Majority Leader Harry
Reid (D-Nev.). “I thought a few weeks ago
that we could keep the losses in the House
to single digits. That’s no longer the case.
And my big fear is what is going on with the
Senate races.”
Those fears look to be well-founded.
In Pennsylvania, where Democrats had
seen their best opportunity to pick up a seat,
Republican Mehmet Oz has almost eliminated Democrat John Fetterman’s once-sizable
polling lead.
Oz has gotten traction by attacking Fetterman as soft on crime, and was further helped
when the Democrat, who is still recovering
from a stroke, delivered a halting performance in a debate earlier this week.
In Georgia, allegations that Republican
nominee Herschel Walker paid for two women to get abortions, while he now runs on a
fervently anti-abortion platform, have not
appreciably hurt his standing.
Two recent polls have shown Walker
leading incumbent Sen. Raphael Warnock
(D), while Senate Majority Leader Charles
Schumer (D-N.Y.) was caught on a hot mic
telling President Biden on Thursday that the
party’s hopes were “going downhill” in the
state.

Meanwhile, two longer shots for Democrats to pick up seats appear to be slipping
away.
Republican J.D. Vance has edged ahead
of Rep. Tim Ryan (D) in Ohio, and Rep. Ted
Budd (R) now leads former state Supreme
Court chief justice Cheri Beasley (D) by
almost 5 points in the RealClearPolitics
average in North Carolina.
Data and polling site FiveThirtyEight rates
the overall battle for the Senate as a toss-up,
having given Democrats a 71 percent chance
of maintaining control of the upper chamber
as recently as mid-September. The site’s analysis gives the GOP a greater than 80 percent
chance of taking the House.
Republicans have a straightforward
explanation for why things are moving in
their direction: the economy in general and
inflation in particular.
Inflation is hovering near a 40-year high,
at 8.5 percent in September.
“This is clearly a positive issue environment for Republicans,” said GOP pollster
David Winston. “When you are in the seventh
month of inflation at 8 percent or higher,
and gas prices have basically gone up more

than 60 percent since Biden came into office
and food prices are going up, inflation is the
issue.”
“That doesn’t mean other issues aren’t
important,” Winston added. “But inflation is
overwhelming.”
Biden and the Democrats are under no
illusions that the economy is the central issue
of the campaign.
The president has sought to focus on
his job creation record, which has brought
unemployment down to 3.5 percent from
6.4 percent when he took office. Earlier this
week, Biden proclaimed that the economy
was “looking good” and “continuing to
power forward” after new data showed the
nation’s gross domestic product grew in the
third quarter.
The president has also talked up the Inflation Reduction Act and its capacity to curb
prescription drug prices.
But polling provides little evidence those
efforts have been successful.
An Economist-YouGov poll this week
showed 56 percent of adults disapproving of
Biden’s handling of inflation while just 32
percent approved. Ratings on the economy at

large were not quite so bad, but still negative
for the president, with 48 percent disapproving and 40 percent approving.
Still, it is not as if Democrats have abandoned hope.
Some note that, even if the picture is not as
rosy as it appeared around six weeks ago, the
party’s nominees are competitive in almost
all the major Senate races.
The potency of abortion rights as an issue
remains unquantifiable — but it could mobilize voters in a big way after the Supreme
Court’s June decision overturning Roe v.
Wade.
Democrats also contend that the GOP
has nominated some obviously flawed candidates, including Walker, Oz, Vance and
Arizona’s Blake Masters. And, they say, the
specter of former President Trump, the Jan.
6, 2021, insurrection and Trump’s fictitious
claims of election fraud could yet haunt Republicans with moderate voters.
“The reality is, with Biden’s approval
ratings, with inflation being where it is, none
of these Senate races should be close — not
one of them,” said Democratic strategist Joe
Trippi. “There are reasons they are close, and
it’s the extremism, it’s candidate quality.”
Democrats are pulling out all the stops
in the campaign’s final stretch, with Biden,
Vice President Harris and former President
Obama — the most popular figure in the
party — hitting the campaign trail.
Friday also brought a reminder that dramatic events could shape the campaign’s
closing days, after Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s
(D-Calif.) husband Paul was viciously beaten
by an intruder. Though much remains unknown about the attack, it was instantly seen
by some as a new and shocking example of
the nation’s slide into venomous instability.
But, for all that, with Election Day just 10
days away, there is little question that things
are moving in the GOP’s direction.
The question now is whether that trajectory will continue until Nov. 8.

kind of a deep dive into the reasons why the
party suffered so badly and probably a cause
for generational change, which will certainly
redound to the detriment of President Biden
running again,” Baker said.
“It will certainly signal a change in
congressional leadership in the House,” he
added.
Biden said Friday that he intends to run
again but hasn’t made a formal decision.
“I have not made that formal decision, but
it’s my intention — my intention to run again.
And we have time to make that decision,” he
told MSNBC’s Jonathan Capehart.
Pelosi declined in an interview with CBS’s
“Face the Nation” to say whether she would
try to stay in the Democratic leadership for
the next Congress.
“I’m not talking about that. I’m here to
talk about how we win the election,” she told
host Margaret Brennan.
Democratic aides say they don’t expect any leadership changes in the Senate,
where Sen. Charles Schumer (N.Y.) became
Democratic leader in 2017 and ascended to
majority leader in January of last year after
Sens. Raphael Warnock (D) and Jon Ossoff
(D) won runoff elections in Georgia.
Schumer has been Democratic leader for
six years, while Pelosi, Hoyer and Clyburn
have stood atop the House Democratic leadership team for nearly 20 years.
A drubbing at the polls would likely
prompt a recalibration of party message and
strategy as well. One Senate Democratic

aide said the Biden administration waited
too long to recognize inflation as a serious
problem for millions of Americans, letting
Republicans define Democrats as failing to
take it seriously.
“Biden dithered on inflation, and that is
the problem,” said the aide.
Some Democratic strategists say the party
needs to better address the hot-button issues
of crime and illegal immigration, which Republican candidates have used to bludgeon
their Democratic opponents this year.
“It’s more than the economy,” said Jim
Kessler, executive vice president for policy at
Third Way, a centrist Democratic think tank,
and a former adviser to Schumer.
“I do think if we have a bad Election Day,
we need to look at [how] voters view us on
crime and immigration, first and foremost,”
he added. “This is a place where Democrats
had self-inflicted wounds. Defund the police,
abolish ICE [Immigration and Customs Enforcement], that is a minority view among
Democrats, but it was allowed to stay out
there and fester.”
Many Democrats thought a few weeks ago
that the public backlash over the Supreme
Court’s decision to repeal federal abortion
rights would help preserve their Senate and
House majorities by driving Democratic
voters to the polls and pushing independents
away from Republicans.
Party leaders also focused their message
on former President Trump and his ongoing
false claims of a “stolen” 2020 election, arguing that Trump’s GOP allies, if given control
of Congress, can’t be trusted to protect the
country’s democratic traditions.
But a few weeks before Nov. 8, inflation
and the economy are voters’ top concerns,
overshadowing abortion rights and the future
of American democracy.
Pelosi pivoted over the weekend in a letter
sent to Democratic colleagues urging them to
put more emphasis on the economy.
“The upcoming election will be decided
at the kitchen table,” she wrote. “That is why
we must communicate a clear, convincing
message on why families are experiencing
higher prices, what House Democrats have
done to ease that burden, and what a future
Democratic Majority will do to further drive
down the cost of living.”

knowledge that there are some deeper issues
here. Florida is an extremely populist state.
It’s also a conservative state.”

The outlook is already ominous for Florida Democrats. The number of registered
Republican voters surpassed the number of
registered Democrats last fall for the first
time in the state’s modern political history.
And that edge has only expanded since then.
In November 2021, there were about
6,000 more registered Republican voters
than there were Democrats. As of the end of
September, that advantage stood at nearly
300,000, according to data collected by the
state. By comparison, in 2008, when former
President Obama carried Florida by about
200,000 votes, there were nearly 700,000
more registered Democrats in the state than
Republicans.
In another worrisome sign for Florida
Democrats, Republicans pulled ahead in
early voting on Thursday. Democrats have
(See Florida Red State Status, Page 15)

Election Day rout would force big changes on Democrats
By Alexander Bolton and Mike Lillis
The Hill
Democrats will call for big changes in
their party if they lose control of Congress
next month, which looks increasingly likely
as polls show voters are worried about the
economy and trust Republicans more than
Democrats to handle inflation.
Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) is expected to retire if Democrats lose control of
the House, which political handicappers say
is very likely.
If Democrats lose big, it will ramp up
pressure on House Majority Leader Steny
Hoyer (D-Md.) and Majority Whip James
Clyburn (D-S.C.) to step down as well, say
Democratic lawmakers and aides.
Many rank-and-file House Democrats
view the top three leaders as “a package
deal,” in the words of one Democratic lawmaker who requested anonymity.
“If we lose, there’ll be a change,” the
lawmaker said.
If Republicans pick up 30 or more House
seats and win control of the Senate by a
comfortable margin, it will also fuel Democratic calls for President Biden not to run
for reelection, according to political analysts
and activists.
The nonpartisan Cook Political Report on
Tuesday increased its forecast of Republican
gains, predicting a GOP pickup of 12 to 25
House seats — well above the number they
need to flip the chamber.
Polls show more than 60 percent of
Americans think the country is on the wrong
track, and Biden’s approval rating has sunk
back down to 40 percent in the latest Gallup
tracking survey.
“If Democrats lose the House, I think
you’ll definitely see Pelosi leave. I’m not
sure what Steny is doing but there will be a
battle to get rid of the three leaders, Clyburn,
Steny and Pelosi — particularly if Pelosi
resigns — and a new generation of leaders
come in,” said Robert Borosage, a progressive activist and co-founder of Campaign for
America’s future.
Other Democratic strategists say there
will be a discussion about how to do better
in 2024 but that they don’t want to get into it
until they see what happens on Election Day.
“There are a thousand things we can do

after the election, but how the hell can I think
beyond Election Day?” Democratic strategist
James Carville said.
Hoyer and Clyburn may be able to fend
off challenges to their leadership posts and
Biden may be able to unify the party behind
him, but if Republicans exceed expectations
on Nov. 8, it will create an opportunity for
up-and-coming Democrats to challenge the
party establishment.
Borosage says calls for Biden to step down
from the White House after one term will also
pick up steam.
“On the presidential side, I think the bigger thing that hurts Biden will be the recession,” he added, predicting that the Federal
Reserve’s plan to keep on raising interest
rates to tame inflation will result in big layoffs
and slow economic growth.
He said big losses in the midterm elections
“will be used by everyone … the press, the
Democrats, the other candidates” to call for
a new nominee in 2024.
A Washington Post-ABC News poll of
1,006 people nationwide found that 56 percent of respondents who lean Democratic
already say the party should nominate someone else in 2024.
Ross K. Baker, a political scientist at
Rutgers University, said Democrats will
reevaluate party strategy and leadership if
Republicans win big on Election Day.
“You may see a replica of what occurred in
the Republican Party after the 2012 election
with the so-called inquest. That would be

Midterms could cement Florida’s status as a red state

By Max Greenwood
The Hill
ORLANDO, Fla. — Democrats fear that
2022 could be the year Florida cements itself
as a red state.
With little more than a week to go before
Election Day, Republicans appear poised
to once again dominate the state. Gov. Ron
DeSantis (R) is running well ahead of his
Democratic rival, former Rep. Charlie Crist
(D-Fla.), while Rep. Val Demings (D-Fla.)
is struggling to break through in her bid to
unseat Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.).
Of course, one election isn’t indicative of a
trend, in and of itself. But a strong Republican
showing next month would add to the GOP’s
winning streak in Florida at a time when
many Democrats are already questioning
their future prospects in a state that was once
seen as the nation’s premier battleground.

“I don’t think anyone was expecting us
to run away with this in 2022,” one Florida
Democrat said. “But we also have to ac-

Seriously low diesel supply
threatens to worsen inflation
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By Rachel Frazin
The Hill
A seriously low U.S. and global diesel
supply is likely to drive up fuel costs and
worsen inflation, raising concerns as the cold
weather months approach.
“The national numbers for distillates are
pretty tight,” said Patrick De Haan, head of
petroleum analysis at GasBuddy.
“It’s uncomfortable. That doesn’t mean
that you’re going to see widespread outages,
but if we get a bout of cold weather, things
could be challenging.”
Analysts say that a confluence of factors,
long bubbling beneath the surface, are now
coming to a head as colder temperatures bring
more seasonal demand for diesel, a fuel that
powers trucks and buses and is also used in
heating.
“This is the start of heating oil season.
This is when demand really starts picking up
as we enter the winter months,” said Debnil
Chowdhury, the head of North and Latin
American refining and marketing research at
S&P Global Commodity Insights.
The country has about 25 days worth of
diesel left, a level that’s considered very low.
De Haan said that normally, the country’s
supply is closer to the “low to mid 30s” in
terms of the number of days remaining.
Much of the country’s attention has been
focused on gasoline prices, which have
fluctuated throughout the year. They have
generally fallen in recent months following
a peak of $5 per gallon in June.
Gasoline and diesel are products made
from oil, and oil prices soared after Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine.
A confluence of factors has also strained
diesel markets.
These factors include reduced refining
capacity due to the pandemic, increased demand amid COVID-19 recovery and Chinese
export quotas, Chowdhury said.
“Diesel demand came back a lot faster
than other products. There are refineries that
shut down across the globe so the ability to
supply was hindered,” he said. “And then finally, China, which is a larger diesel exporter

Trucks line up to fill their tankers with gas and diesel to deliver to stations at Marathon Refinery on May 24, 2022 in Salt Lake City.

… wasn’t able to export.”
“All of those things combined led the
world to really have low inventory,” he
added, also mentioning a recent increase
in demand for jet fuel, which may have to
compete with diesel at the refinery.
He added that the response to Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine has also played a role in
rerouting trade of the fuel as many European
countries avoid Russian products, creating
market inefficiencies.
In addition to the long-term refinery closures, De Haan also highlighted some recent
outages in the Midwest.
“The refinery fire in Northwest Indiana
and now the … shutdown of BP’s Toledo
refinery, those are refineries that produce a
lot of diesel fuel because they process a lot
of heavy Canadian oil, so that is not helping
the situation at all,” he said.
Analysts say that this crunch is expected
to worsen persistently high inflation not seen
in the last four decades.
High diesel prices may drive up shipping
and heating costs.

“The rising costs of diesel fuel therefore
impacts everybody, as diesel prices affect
direct manufacturing, transportation and
heating costs. As diesel prices rise, so do the
costs of goods which in general are passed
onto consumers,” said Suzanne Danforth, an
analyst with Wood Mackenzie, in a written
statement to The Hill.
Danforth added that this could also help
push the country into recession, as rising
prices could curb demand for products.
“Higher diesel prices have the potential
to create even stronger inflationary pressures especially if the current price spike is
sustained, adding significant downside risk
to demand and increasing the chances of a
global recession,” she said.
However, she also noted that if the economy slows, that could also help bring diesel
prices down.
But the impacts of heating costs may not
impact Americans evenly. Heating oil is most
commonly used in the Northeast, and that
region may be hit hardest by large utility bills.
The Biden administration for its part has

sought to put pressure on industry to increase
the supply of diesel.
In a recent interview with Bloomberg,
National Economic Council Director Brian
Deese called the inventory levels “unacceptably low” and called on industry to build up
its inventory.
Energy Secretary Jennifer Granholm
called on industry to cut back its exports of
“refined products” which include diesel and
gasoline, in recent weeks, arguing that the
supply is needed stateside.
The industry, however, has pushed back,
arguing that exports are important for maintaining global supplies, especially amid
disruptions caused by the conflict in Ukraine.
“Reducing global supply by limiting U.S.
exports to build region-specific inventory will
only aggravate the global supply shortfall,”
ExxonMobil’s CEO reportedly wrote to the
Biden administration last month.
Overall, Chowdhury said, there’s limited
options to fix the problem.
“This is a difficult crisis to get out of,”
he said.

refineries were closed. So, that’s a new factor
that has appeared in the past couple of years.
But the primary reason is the cutoff of
Russian imports. Prior to Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine, the U.S. was importing nearly
700,000 barrels per day (BPD) of petroleum
and petroleum products. Most of those imports were finished products and refinery inputs that boosted distillate supplies in the U.S.

The loss of those Russian imports have
caused problems for refineries as they
struggle to fill holes in their product slates.
Refineries do have a small amount of flexibility in shifting gasoline production to
diesel production. But it’s a relatively small
amount (e.g., ~5 percent in a refinery I once
worked in). That also means that if refiners
do shift production, it also potentially creates
shortages in the gasoline market.
Some relief is on the way, as some diesel
imports are on the way from Europe to the
East Coast. But, the distillate market won’t
likely return to normal before next summer
at the earliest.
Robert Rapier is a chemical engineer in
the energy industry. Robert has 25 years of
international engineering experience in the
chemicals, oil and gas, and renewable energy
industries, and holds several patents related
to his work. He has worked in the areas of
oil refining, oil production, synthetic fuels,
biomass to energy, and alcohol production.
Robert has appeared on 60 Minutes, The
History Channel, CNBC, Business News Network, CBC, and PBS, and his energy-themed
articles have appeared in numerous media
outlets, including the Wall Street Journal,
Washington Post, Christian Science Monitor,
and The Economist.

highly competitive districts by four.
In the closely watched race for governor,
DeSantis has amassed a sizable lead over
Crist, running nearly 10 points ahead of him
in FiveThirtyEight’s polling average of the
race. His political operation — including his
campaign and a state-level political action
committee — have raised more than $177
million, according to OpenSecrets, which
tracks money in politics. Crist, meanwhile,
has pulled in only a small fraction of that.
The state’s U.S. Senate race isn’t looking
much brighter for Democrats. Rubio holds a
7-point lead over Demings in FiveThirtyEight’s polling average. In an interview with
The Associated Press published earlier this
week, Demings acknowledged the challenges
her party faces in reaching voters.
“We have to do a better job of telling our
stories and clearly demonstrating who’s truly
on the side of people who have to go to work
every day,” Demings told the wire service.
If the polls paint an accurate picture of
what’s to come — and of course there’s no
guarantee they will — the 2022 midterms
could mark a stunning end of an era for the
state, where margins of victories are no longer measured by a few hundred or thousand
votes.
The GOP’s success in Florida, experts
and strategists say, is thanks to a long list
of factors. Retirees have long flocked to
the state to live out their twilight years, and
many of those seniors simply tend to be more
conservative.

At the same time, Florida’s population
swelled amid the COVID-19 pandemic as
the state gained a reputation as a refuge from
pandemic-era restrictions and mandates imposed in other states. Republicans say that has
swayed many new residents toward the GOP.
On a stretch of I-95 not far from the Florida-Georgia border, that theory is summed
up on a billboard that reads: “Welcome to
Florida. Remember why you came. Vote red.”
“Certainly, over time, population growth
has been a primary driver of political change
in Florida going back decades,” said Aubrey
Jewett, a political science professor at the
University of Central Florida. “And it certainly has fueled the rise of Republicans in
the state.
“Over time, as more and more people
move to Florida — we’ve had 2 [million] to
3 million people a decade move to this state
for about five to six decades in a row — that’s
absolutely going to change things.”
It’s not yet clear whether Florida’s rightward shift will be a permanent fixture of the
state’s politics. Florida is notoriously unpredictable and the political winds could change
in Democrats’ favor in the coming years,
Kennedy, the DNC member, said. “I don’t
think that Florida is going to be forever a red
state,” Kennedy said. “Things can change.
But what we need to focus on is building an
infrastructure and a functional and robust
state party. We need to prove that we can at
least mount a good challenge; that we can still
give the Republicans a run for their money.”

Why the U.S. has a diesel shortage
By Robert Rapier
Forbes
Last week, the Energy Information Administration (EIA) reported that distillate
inventories were at their lowest levels since
2008. (The primary distillates are diesel, jet
fuel, and heating oil).
However, in 2008 distillate levels were
low coming out of spring. Currently, they are
low going into fall. That’s far worse than the
situation in 2008.
Distillate demand generally spikes in
spring — when farmers are planting crops
— and in fall, when they are harvesting
those crops and people start buying fuel oil
for winter. Thus, a low distillate inventory
in late April 2008 isn’t quite as serious as
a low inventory in October 2022. In fact,
distillate inventories haven’t been this low
in October since the EIA began reporting
this data in 1982.
These low distillate inventories are why
diesel prices are above $5.00 a gallon nationwide, even though the nationwide average
price for gasoline has dropped below $4.00
a gallon.
Why is there a diesel shortage this year?
There are four factors, but two of those factors are in play every year.
As mentioned above, distillate demand

spikes at this time of year. But, it does that
every year.
This is also the time of year that refineries
are doing maintenance. They tend to do that
in the spring and fall, which is when demand
is lower and the weather is decent. So, refinery capacity drops at this time of year.
Third, U.S. refinery capacity has fallen
in the past few years as several unprofitable

Florida Red State Status
(Continued from Page 14)
typically relied on building up a strong early
vote advantage to make up for shortfalls
in Election Day voting, which tends to be
dominated by Republicans.
At the same time, the state Democratic
Party is facing upheaval once again. Thomas
Kennedy, a member of the Democratic National Committee (DNC), called on Thursday
for state party Chair Manny Diaz to resign
after the midterms, saying the party needs
new leadership if Democrats want to remain
a political force in Florida.
In an interview, Kennedy acknowledged
that some of the party’s woes in Florida are
outside of its immediate control and that he
never expected Democrats to make major
gains in Florida in 2022, given the tough
political environment facing the party nationally.
But he said that Democrats have also
failed to build up the kind of long-term organizing and political structures in Florida
that have given Republicans an upper hand
in the state.
“There are the external factors — gerrymandering, corporate interests that are
stacked against us, population growth,”
Kennedy said. “But we have to acknowledge
as Democrats, our infrastructure is bad. Our
messaging sucks. We neglect Hispanic outreach, Haitian outreach.
“We went all in with the abortion issue —
which was really important and something
we should talk about — but we completely

neglected the economic issue and that was a
problem with national Democrats overall.”
While the Republican dominance in
Florida isn’t new — the GOP has controlled
both the governor’s mansion and the state
legislature for more than two decades — the
state’s political shift has come into starker
relief in the six years since former President
Donald Trump first carried the state.
Former Sen. Bill Nelson (D-Fla.), a
longtime staple of the state’s Democratic
politics, narrowly lost reelection in 2018 to
then-Gov. Rick Scott. That same year, Democrats missed an opportunity to recapture the
governor’s mansion when their candidate
Andrew Gillum fell to DeSantis.
The 2020 elections were even more
alarming for Democrats. Trump won Florida
for a second time, racking up an even-larger 3-point margin of victory — a relative
landslide in a state where elections are
often decided by 1 point or less. That win
also saw him make gains among Hispanic
voters, particularly in heavily Democratic
South Florida.
Now, with just over a week to go before
Election Day and early voting already underway, Democrats are bracing for another
tough outcome.
Florida is set to host the fewest number
of competitive House races in years after
the Republican-controlled state legislature
approved a new congressional map pushed
by DeSantis that created four new Republican-leaning seats and slashed the number of
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Rebellion in Iran, the drone-alliance
with Putin: A very dangerous gamble
By Melik Kaylan
Forbes
The ongoing unrest in Iran, having rumbled on for weeks, spikes afresh whenever
the regime kills another young woman for
ditching the hijab. Whither will it all go?
Does it spell the end of the mullahocracy?
The scenario is actually far more intricate
than Western commentators seem to grasp.
And what about the newly invigorated strategic bond between Moscow and Tehran — the
use of Iranian drones and rockets in Ukraine
— what does that portend for the world?
Let us take them in order. This most virulent round of protests in Iran first erupted
in mid-September after the murder by the
hijab police of young Mihsa Amini. Already
throughout the summer, the country had
suffered widespread unrest due to water
shortages and general impoverishment. The
new protests, however, featured women
and younger folk in the vanguard. Amini’s
hometown in the Kurdish area of Iran erupted
at news of her death and the troubles spread
most intensely to the Azeri areas as well as the
capital and elsewhere. It’s worth noting here
the first complication of the overall picture —
that of outrage in the ethnic regions against
the central government. In other words, the
nascent threat of the country fragmenting
regionally, a critical problem not just for
the regime but equally for the opposition as
the government is always quick to accuse
the demonstrators of acting in the interest
of foreign powers — Israel, America, Saudi
Arabia — to pull Iran apart. Once again, the
Mullahs have found a useful instrument for
dividing the protesters: you want to keep Iran
whole, you stop protesting.
Present-day Iran’s territorial unity has
never quite felt completely solid, somewhat
like Italy which was only forcibly unified in
1861 with unresolved provincial rumblings
ever since. In both cases, unity was achieved
under a rather artificial monarch, in Iran’s
case dating back only to 1925 (with interruptions since) which is why so many young
protesters in Iran keep calling for the exiled
Pahlavi monarchy to be reinstated. It’s a coded way of saying we want revolution but not
fragmentation. They have no illusions about
the Pahlavi dynasty’s British-imposed feeble
legitimacy but rather it’s their way of indicating that they’d like regime change while
keeping the country whole. But neither the
(Turkic) West Azerbaijan province, nor the
Kurdish region are wholly happy with being
ruled from Tehran. Both have ethnic brethren
across the national border calling out to them;
in the Azeris case there’s an entire country
called Azerbaijan right next door. Which is
also why the religious Mullah regime seemed
like a painfully acceptable solution when the
Shah was overthrown in 1979 — absent a

monarchy, Shi’ism held the country together.
So that’s one complication. The country
might fragment. The demonstrators are
playing with vast historical forces. So is
the regime by essentially offering the populace Persian imperial expansion in place of
democracy and sufficient food. But there’s
another huge complication: the mullahs
don’t really run things. In fact, there’s a
rather informal de facto division of power
between the elected parliament, the Mullahs
and the Revolutionary Guard (IRGC). Of the
three, parliament has the least control while
the IRGC deploys the most. The Mullahs,
at this point, provide the ideological facade,
but with the Revolutionary Guards as the
underlying administrative police state. The
Rev Guards have the preponderant access to
the country’s oil revenue and field the largest
law-enforcement, military and intelligence
weight. Qasem Soleimani was one of them.
To adapt the poet Kipling’s dictum, they
have all the power without the responsibility. Which is why former President of Iran,
Hassan Rouhani, urged that IRGC officials
run for elected office transparently — they
could then be held accountable.
Just a small additional detail here, that no
one is telling you: When the fire at notorious
Evin prison recently made world news it
was in fact the IRGC intelligence HQ which
is housed there. Yes the HQ for their entire
intelligence operation. The safest place
you’d think. Which is why, when their usual
screams of blaming “CIA, Mossad, foreign
agents” for once sounds half-way plausible.
Same with the recent assassination of the
two elite IRGC officers in their car — both
responsible for the Shahed drone supplies to
Russian forces. But there are other plausible
suspects than the Mossad or CIA.
You don’t see the rivalry between the
Mullahs and Revolutionary Guards breaking
out into the public eye because there’s too
much for both sides to lose. But the cracks
are severe and under sufficient pressure from

popular discontent Iran could head into a kind
of civil war with democrats, Rev Guards, and
mullahs jockeying for the outcome. And separatist regions rebelling for autonomy. Tragically, the IRGC is likely to prevail which will
result in an expansionist police state without
mitigating ideology, one that will endure only
with great bloodshed and not with any sort of
popular consent for long. Think of the Soviet
Union without Marxist justification. Absent
any pan-Shiite glue or Islamist ideological
momentum, the provinces are unlikely to stay
on board, endure poverty and repression, just
for the pleasure of recomposing the Persian
empire in Iraq and Syria. So that way, open
rule by IRGC, portends fragmentation too.
Supreme Leader Khamenei keeps proposing his own son as successor with the implicit
appeal of continuity plus avoiding yet another
cause for discord, this time over his successor.
The IRGC aren’t fully on board, though they
too are divided between those who want to
get legit by coming out of the shadows and
those who enjoy de facto power while letting
the Mullahs talk the talk. An invitation to
endless corruption. All in all, it’s a state of
affairs highly vulnerable to destabilization
from without. As we’ve seen time and again
in such situations, outside powers inevitably
support one or other side. The West, having
gotten burned before, reeling from Iraq and
Afghanistan, will likely eschew the fray.
Moscow has already staked a claim with the
recent strategic and military bonding over
Iranian-made missiles and Shahed drones
over Ukraine. The Kremlin has a habit of
guaranteeing the stability of hated regimes in
the near-abroad. You’d think Iranians retain
sufficient memory of colonial occupation
by Russia over the decades to know better.
But both Moscow and Tehran are so bent on
playing the bigger strategic game that they’re
risking everything at home.
Always haunted by internal atomization,
both countries opted for a similar direction
towards empire and away from democracy.
Those mystified by the newly prominent
Moscow-Tehran bonding never noticed their
collaboration in Syria. Or that Iran helped the
Kremlin geostrategically for years by keeping
Central Asia’s trading options bottled up so
the region stayed dependent on Russia. But,
as this column has noted repeatedly, especially after recent events in Ukraine, Moscow is
losing its grip on its former Central Asian
colonies. And that produces pressure on the
Caucasus countries like Georgia and Azerbaijan and Armenia to grow more independent.
Russia is in danger of losing hegemony over
a whole swath of its near-abroad landmass.
Look at the map. Russia bonding with Iran
neuters that threat geographically by physically blockading the Caucasus and Central
Asia’s westward access.

What else is at stake? It seems odd that
Putin should implicitly admit the weakness
of his weapons industry by importing drones
from a foreign country — until you accept
that the open gesture of alliance with Iran
is intended to send a public message. Geostrategically, as above. But also in practical
terms. The allies will help each other evade
oil sanctions. And merge their military industrial complexes. Their co-operation abroad
will now extend way beyond Syria. Already
Iranian troops have been detected in Crimea
and Belarus. But chiefly, Iran gets enhanced
capability to threaten Israel from the Kremlin.
As a result, Tel Aviv is being very circumspect over Ukraine, at least in public.
For example, Israel is one of only two developed countries not publicly condemning
the deployment of Iranian drones in Ukraine.
(Zelensky keeps hilariously disrupting the
situation by periodically announcing that
Israel is helping Ukraine.) Hitherto Moscow
had quietly leaked to Israel details of rocket
caches in Syria in recent years. That will discontinue. There is also, no doubt, an implicit
nuclear threat underlying the potential U-turn
of the Kremlin’s secret pro-Israel policy. Just
a handful of Moscow-supplied nuclear tipped
rockets or missiles in Iranian hands would
mean an existential threat to Israel.
In addition, the new alliance between
Russia and Iran means each will help the
other to stay intact. Or try to. Moscow will
aid the suppression of popular will and separatist moves in Iran and bully Azerbaijan into
ceasing incitements to rebellion by their Azeri
cousins within Iran. The strong Israeli support
for Baku in recent years has been all about
threatening that partition — Israeli drones
and military aid played a substantial role in
the 2020 defeat of Armenia by Azerbaijani
forces. Tel Aviv’s backing of Baku’s military
is intended to threaten Iran from the rear and
distract it from Middle Eastern intrusions,
thus lifting the pressure off Israel’s periphery.
The Iran/Russia pact potentially neuters the
Israel/Azerbaijan maneuver.
In the end, though, none of this will save
the day for Moscow or Tehran. Russia’s
regions are becoming restive as its men get
press-ganged into conscription and ultimate
demise on the fields of Ukraine. The Yakuts
and Daghestanis and Bashkirs won’t go willingly into that freezing, foodless, shambolic
suicide in droves for much longer. And Soviet-style dissolution will loom over Russia.
Putin will likely be sacrificed in exchange for
keeping the landmass unified but this time
the West may not oblige. A few IRGC troops
in Ukraine won’t change the equation and if
the numbers multiply it will only reduce their
control at home. On this trajectory, Iran’s rulers too will face the same inescapable choice
— change the regime or destroy the country.

Israel is watching, but not budging
Israel is keeping a close eye on Iran’s
involvement in Russia’s war, but is still not
budging on rejecting highly critical calls
from Kyiv that Jerusalem should abandon
its position of withholding military and air
defense to the Ukrainians.
Israeli President Isaac Herzog, speaking
in Washington on Wednesday, said that there
are “things we cannot supply due to national
security interest.”
Still, Herzog is presenting Israeli evidence
to President Biden that support U.S. claims
that Russia is using Iranian weaponry to
attack Ukraine and being trained by Iranian
military personnel present in Russia and
Russian-occupied Ukrainian territory.
Herzog previewed those claims in a talk at
the Atlantic Council on Wednesday, showing
side-by-side comparisons of photos disseminated by Iranian media of their Shahed-136
drones, and photos showing what appeared
to be the exact models found following destructive attacks in Ukraine.
“This is only the tip of the iceberg,” of
intelligence information that Israel is presenting to the U.S., Herzog said, adding that
the international community must “confront
Iran and ask it simple questions.”
“Can the international community negotiate with Iran and accept its lies, and believe
Iran when we know they are, both, rushing to
a nuclear bomb, as well as doing all the other
terrible things that they are doing?” he asked.
Nearly dead nuclear deal
may have new life
While talks to revive the 2015 nuclear
deal have effectively ceased, the Biden administration is using a key mechanism of the
agreement to bring more scrutiny on Iran’s
weapons sales to Russia.

The U.S., United Kingdom, France and
Ukraine have lodged a complaint with the
United Nations Security Council that Iran’s
sale of drones to Russia is a violation of
Resolution 2231, which enshrined the nuclear deal, imposed a weapons embargo on
Iran and provided a mechanism for signatory
countries to trigger scrutiny into any agreement violations.
“The transfer of these drones absolutely
is a violation of U.N. Security Council Resolution 2231,” Kirby said from the podium.
“We’re going to continue with allies and
partners and with the U.N. to see if there’s
additional ways to hold them accountable.”
Violations of Resolution 2231 could, in
effect, be used to snap back U.N. Security
Council sanctions on Iran, but that is unlikely
given Russia’s veto power on the council.
Jonathan Lord, senior fellow and director of the Middle East Security program at
CNAS, said that the action at the Security
Council is likely more about “bringing
public pressure and attribution to something
that Iran is still denying that it’s doing, as
implausible as that is.”
The U.S. and European Union have imposed their own sanctions related to Iran’s
drone sales to Russia, and their positions at
the U.N. could help pressure other countries
to join in, he added.
Oil exports in possible jeopardy
Russia and Iran’s status as oil exporters
and reliance on those revenues adds another
layer of complexity to their relationship, but
one that is not likely to be a significant factor
in either pushing them together or tearing
them apart, said Antoine Halff, adjunct senior
research scholar at the Center on Global Energy Policy at Columbia University.
While Russia remains one of the top three
oil producers in the world, Halff said that Iran
is a “second tier producer” and a “shadow”
of its former self as an oil exporter, given
intensive global sanctions on its market.
The U.S., Europe and other countries
aligned with Kyiv have struggled to depress
Russia’s oil sales enough to bankrupt its war
in Ukraine. Schemes reportedly discussed to
lift sanctions on Iranian and Venezuelan oil
exports to counter Russia’s position on the
market have failed to take shape.
Halff said that Russia and Iran’s own
interests in oil have to be weighed against
their shared interests, “in their opposition to
the West, and to the U.S. in particular.”
“So anything happening in oil has to be
seen against the context of those other shared
interests.”

Five things to know about Putin’s increasing reliance on Iran
By Laura Kelly
The Hill
The White House on Wednesday warned
that deepening ties between Russia and Iran
are moving beyond weapons sales toward
collaboration on violently suppressing dissent, signaling that the U.S. is watching the
new phase of relations between Tehran and
Moscow.
It’s also a show of Russian President Vladimir Putin’s potentially increasing reliance on
Iran as he tries to hang on to whatever global
support he’s able to still garner.
White House press secretary Karine JeanPierre said the administration is “concerned
that Moscow may be advising Tehran on
best practices to manage protests,” referring
to Iran’s deadly and violent crackdowns on
women-led, anti-government demonstrations.
The U.S. has also rejected denials by the
Kremlin that Iran is supplying weaponized
drones, and providing on-the-ground training to Russian forces, used in deadly attacks
against Ukraine.
“The evidence that Iran is helping Russia
wage its war against Ukraine is clear and it
is public and Iran and Russia are growing
closer the more isolated they become,” JeanPierre said.
“Our message to Iran is very, very clear,
stop killing your people and stop selling
weapons to Russia to kill Ukrainians.”
Here are five things to know about deepening ties between Moscow and Tehran.
Russia may be aiding
Iran’s protest crackdowns
White House national security spokesperson John Kirby said Wednesday he could
not provide more information on the sources
of information that Moscow is weighing advising Tehran on its response to protests that
have lasted more than a month — where the
United Nations has said at least 23 children
have been killed and human rights groups
have reported more than 220 civilian deaths.
The protesters are demonstrating public
rage against the ruling clerical government,
spurred by the death of a 22-year-old woman
in the custody of the “morality police” for
allegedly wearing her head scarf improperly,
as required by the state.
“Karine wasn’t putting forth an allegation,
she was putting forth a fact, that we know
they [Russia] may be considering some sort
of support to Iran’s ability to crack down on
the protesters,” Kirby said, without providing
proof of why the U.S. believes so.
“We’ll watch where that goes, but it’s just

another example of Russia and Iran now, to
violate not only the human rights and civil
rights of people in Iran, but put in further
danger the lives of Ukrainians.”
Russia, Iran flying high with drone
and missile collaboration
Russia’s use of Iranian drones in Ukraine
— first documented earlier this month — is
an example of “the greatest degree of military
cooperation that the two countries have had,”
said Becca Wasser, a senior fellow for the
Defense Program with the Center for a New
American Security (CNAS).
It appears to be an extension of the deeply
transactional attitudes of the two countries,
Wasser said.
Iran can showcase itself as a weapons
supplier to potential buyers who aren’t purchasing weapons from the U.S., the West or
even China — “if they’re able to get around
sanctions” on Iran, Wasser added.
It also provides Iran an arena to strike
back at the U.S. and Western nations in
opposition to sanctions imposed against the
Islamic government for a host of abuses, including its crackdown on protesters, human
rights abuses, threats against Israel and Gulf
allies and its supplying of weapons to proxy
regional forces.
For Russia, “Iran conveniently has provided a way” to allow it to strike Ukrainian
infrastructure and civilian targets as its own
advanced weapons stockpiles have been depleted, destroyed and squeezed by sanctions,
Wasser said.
“Here we’re seeing that play out … this
transactional relationship of cooperating
when it works in their favor, but not necessarily deepening ties to an extreme extent,”
she said.
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COVID-19 did not make students’ test
scores drop; our COVID policies did
By Elizabeth Grace Matthew
Many of us are lamenting the
national decline in public school
students’ reading and math test
scores over the past two years.
Many seem to find it self-evident
that this drop in test scores, which
is most pronounced among socioeconomically disadvantaged and
minority students, was caused by
“COVID-19.”
But while test scores did plummet alarmingly, COVID itself is
not to blame.
COVID is a condition to which
we chose how to react. In many
places, we made the wrong choice,
nonsensically closing schools,
inexplicably masking children and
lazily cutting activities and extracurriculars.
So, let’s not kid ourselves. The
potentially lifelong deficiencies in
academics now disproportionately
affecting socioeconomically disadvantaged and minority children are
the entirely foreseeable results of
our unconscionable choices.
These choices to close schools,
mask kids and cut activities were
not unconscionable simply because
they were incorrect. Everyone

makes mistakes. We used to bleed
people when they were sick. Doctors thought blood-letting helped;
they didn’t know any better.
The extraordinary thing about
our choices surrounding COVID
was that we did know better, but we
apparently didn’t care to do better.
How do we know that we knew
better? Because in private and
parochial schools in the same cities where public schools closed
(including the Philadelphia Catholic school that my own children
attend), the doors reopened in fall

2020, the masks stayed on much too
long but did eventually go away,
and activities continued apace.
Sure, the doors never should
have closed at all. But in spring
2020, reasonable people disagreed
on exactly what we were dealing
with, and we can allow some grace
for good faith wrong decisions.
And, sure, having teachers and kids
wear masks that muffled their ability to speak and listen during lessons
while taking them off to eat snacks
and lunch was always illogical to
the point of parody.

Still, these measures — reopening schools in fall 2020 after
spring 2020 closures and treating
masks like amulets — represented
our best-faith efforts. This is what
we did for the kids whose parents
were able to find private solutions
(i.e., private and parochial schools)
to this public problem (i.e., a pandemic).
For less advantaged kids, we did
the wrong things and called them
the right ones. The emperor was
clearly wearing no clothes, and
most of us knew it but apparently
did not care enough to say so.
Now, the entirely predictable
result has come to pass: The kids
who could least afford to have their
already far less than ideal academic opportunities diminished have
suffered the consequences of their
elders’ dishonestly, irrationality and
carelessness. And those elders now
want to act like our kids’ test scores
dropped because of something beyond our control. As though the dog
ate our homework when, really, we
chose not to do it —or, in this case,
to assign it.
The dishonest way in which
cities like mine treated public

school families during the pandemic (closing their schools and
saying it was to protect them when,
right under their noses, wealthier
and whiter school populations that
surely would have accepted no less
protection suffered exponentially
less disruption) was insupportable.
Then again, our treatment of
these families, of these children, is
always insupportable.
COVID was an extraordinary
situation, to be sure. But trapping
predominantly disadvantaged,
minority constituencies in schools
that fail to educate their children
—while manipulating the conversation to claim that this failure to
educate is in fact for the students’
benefit — is the norm. After all, if
you get rid of tests, the test scores
won’t drop. After all, if you’re not
in school, you won’t catch COVID
there.
Meanwhile, in schools where
students have better-resourced
parents, the tests continue, and the
doors stay open. So, let’s stop lying
to ourselves about the societal failure we perpetrate (not just during
COVID, but every day) against
(See Matthew, Page 18)

How big will the GOP House majority be after the midterms?
After a head start in 2020, Republicans will likely win most of this year’s close congressional races.
By Karl Rove
There’s a point in every election when
candidates realize they’re locked into their
strategy and there’s no time for major changes. We’re there for the midterms, now just a
few days away. All that’s left is for candidates
to execute their plans, hoping they’ll bring
victory. What’s remarkable is how much
each party’s blueprint is a mirror image of
the other’s.
Take the issues. Each side is talking
around the other. GOP candidates are focused on the economy (especially inflation),
crime and the border crisis. They’re avoiding
abortion, election laws and the Jan. 6 attack
on the Capitol. While Democrats are playing
down America’s deteriorating economy, ignoring the border, and looking for symbolic
measures to protect themselves on crime,
they’re fixated on abortion and “threats to
democracy” — attacking Republicans as
pro-life extremists who promote “Jim Crow”
voting laws and won’t accept the 2020 election results.
Each party is trying to play to its strengths.
When asked in a Sept. 13 NBC News poll
which party was better on the economy, 47
percent said Republican, 28 percent Democratic; on crime, it was 45 percent Republican, 22 percent Democratic; and on border
security, Republican 56 percent, Democratic
20 percent. By contrast, 52 percent told a
Sept. 21 ABC News/Washington Post poll
that Democrats handle abortion better and
32 percent said Republicans.
The problem for Democrats is that abortion and climate are less important to voters
than pocketbook and safety concerns. When
asked in the ABC News/Washington Post
poll to pick their “most important” issue,
26 percent chose the economy, 21 percent

inflation and 14 percent crime, making the
GOP agenda the main focus of 61 percent of
voters. By contrast, 22 percent picked abortion and 13 percent climate change, leaving
35 percent of the electorate prioritizing the
Democratic agenda.
Swing voters are another problem for
Democrats. Independents are closer in their
opinions on major issues to the GOP. In a
Sept. 14 New York Times poll, 54 percent
of independents said economic issues would
be “most important” in deciding their vote,
while 27 percent picked “societal issues such
as abortion, guns or democracy.” On the
economy, 55 percent of independents agreed
with the GOP and 31 percent with Democrats;
on illegal immigration, 50 percent picked
Republicans, 34 percent Democrats; and on
crime and policing, they went 49 percent
GOP, 31 percent Democratic.
The Supreme Court decision overturn-

ing Roe v. Wade energized some voters,
particularly Democratic women previously
dispirited by President Biden’s job performance. Democrats claim special elections
earlier this year showed abortion helps them
and hurts the GOP. It’s likely to affect some
races this fall, but on the margin and only if
the candidate sounds extreme.
In addition to dancing around each other,
each party is also showcasing its unpopular
leader. In the September NBC poll, 42 percent
of respondents viewed Mr. Biden “very” or
“somewhat” positively and 34 percent saw
Donald Trump that way. Yet both are eager
to campaign, a problem for Democrats who
need to appear independent and Republicans
who want the midterms to be a referendum
on Mr. Biden, not a comparison of the two
men. At least Mr. Trump has created a super
PAC to help his favorites.
The generic ballot keeps vibrating mod-

estly. It was at 44.6 percent Republican, 43.7
percent Democratic on Aug. 1 in the RealClearPolitics average, then at 46.1 percent
Republican, 45.1 percent Democratic on
Wednesday. But this is somewhat misleading.
Democrats need a big lead on this measure
because their voters are more clumped together geographically. A good performance
for their party on a national generic ballot
might not be enough in a competitive regions.
The ABC News/Washington Post poll found
the generic ballot in competitive congressional districts was 55 percent Republican,
34 percent Democratic among all voters,
compared with 51 percent GOP, 46 percent
Democratic among likely voters nationally.
With a modestly better political standing
than six months ago, Democrats are playing
up expectations that they could keep the
House by pointing to their special-election
performances. Republicans are more reserved
about their outlook, but it’s highly likely the
GOP wins most of the competitive races and
takes the House. And there will be surprises
— good and bad — for each side. Candidate
quality matters and both parties nominated
some knuckleheads.
The red wave will likely generate a smaller midterm swing than the average, which
since 1934 has been 28 House seats. Republicans are likely to gain closer to 20 than 25.
But that’s partly because the GOP got a head
start in 2020 by picking up 14 House seats.
A net gain of 20 seats this fall would give
Republicans 233 — the GOP had 230 in 1995
when Newt Gingrich was elected speaker.
*****
Karl Rove helped organize the political-action committee American Crossroads
and is author of “The Triumph of William
McKinley” (Simon & Schuster, 2015).

daily struggles many must overcome simply
to provide for themselves and their families.
None will make a public statement, as
Gabbard did, but hundreds of thousands may
be making a statement in the privacy of a
voting booth — a statement that will tip the
country dramatically toward the Republican
side of the political scale.
On a weekly basis, I speak with senior-level, pragmatic Democrats who simply can’t
believe this is happening to their party. As one
told me: “Our leadership is being held hostage by a few thousand far-left Twitter trolls,
unions in it for themselves, and uneducated
Hollywood and entertainment celebrities.”
In other words, people who probably don’t
have to worry about paying the bills. Many

of them travel by private jet and vacation
anywhere in the world — the “Do as we say,
not as we do” elites who don’t even amount
to 1 percent of the population of our nation.
And yet, these out-of-touch elites seem to
have the leadership of the Democratic Party
in their back pockets. Why are these politicians afraid to tell the elites that they have no
clue about what is ailing most Americans?
Gabbard has left the party. Others likely
will follow, especially if the Nov. 8 elections
are a wipeout for the Democrats. If that happens, will rank-and-file Democrats finally
figure out a way to wrest control of their
party away from their elite-fearing leadership
before 2024?
Perhaps rank-and-file Democrats will cast
aside identity politics in search of candidates
like former Virginia Gov. Terry McAuliffe,
who, back in 2013, said, “It is absolutely clear
to me that Virginians want their next governor
to focus on job creation and commonsense
fiscal responsibility instead of divisive partisan issues.”
If the Democrats want to stage a revolt to
save their party for 2024 and beyond, they
need to reach out to commonsense-thinking
pols like Bill Clinton, Terry McAuliffe, and
Tulsi Gabbard. They not only have a plan but
know how to speak to the Americans who are
being left behind by the woke, identity-politics movement.
Douglas MacKinnon, a political and communications consultant, was a writer in the
White House for Presidents Ronald Reagan
and George H.W. Bush, and former special
assistant for policy and communications at
the Pentagon during the last three years of
the Bush administration.

Will rank-and-file Democrats save their party from the elites?
By Douglas MacKinnon
As the news, the metrics, and public
opinion polls continue to trend badly for the
Democratic Party, it becomes clear that they
have no Plan B. They have placed no one
behind the “Break glass in case of emergency” window.
Their leadership appears to have lashed
themselves to the mast of the “Woke identity
politics before all” ship, with every intention
of taking moderate, commonsense-thinking
Democrats down with them.
Why? Multiple wrong-headed reasons but
the main one is the most damaging to that
brand: The Democratic leadership is simply
too cowardly to tell the party’s far-left wing
that they have gone too far and completely
alienated tens of millions of Americans —
including millions of voters who normally
might side with the Democratic Party.
Last week, former Democratic representative and 2020 presidential candidate Tulsi
Gabbard of Hawaii encapsulated all of this
with her announcement that she was leaving
the party. Said Gabbard: “The Democrats of
today are hostile to people of faith and spirituality. They demonize the police and protect criminals at the expense of law-abiding
Americans. The Democrats of today believe
in open borders and weaponize the national
security state to go after political opponents.
Above all else, the Democrats of today are
dragging us ever closer to nuclear war.”
At 41, Gabbard is a young woman of color
who has broken glass ceilings. She enlisted in
the U.S. Army in 2003, served for 12 months
in Iraq, and remains in the Army National
Guard, having been promoted to the rank of
lieutenant colonel. In other words, she is not

unlike millions of working-class Americans
who align with the Democratic Party. Now,
she is gone from the party.
In the closing of her statement, Gabbard
called for “independent-minded Democrats”
to leave the party, as well. Now, while none
may publically join with Gabbard in her
public display, it is clear that, privately,
something is going on. Most especially — if
some of the polls are to be believed — with
Black, Hispanic and other minority voters.
For Americans who are on the front lines
of rising crime, runaway inflation, rising fuel
prices, failing public schools, and supply
shortages, the last thing on their minds is to
follow the woke politics dictates of wealthy,
entrenched elitists who have zero idea of the
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‘Bakke to the future?’ Supreme Court reconsiders
affirmative action with a conservative majority

By Jonathan Turley
Forty-four years ago, the Supreme Court was the center of a
raging protest by thousands as the
justices took up the case of Regents
of the University of California v.
Bakke to decide if racial admission quotas were constitutionally
permissible at a California medical
school. As a teenage congressional
page, I was one of the faces in that
crowd gathered around the court
in October 1977 to watch history
being made.
It now feels like “Bakke to the
future” as we once again debate the
very basis for using race as a criteria
for college admissions.
In Bakke, the court ruled against
affirmative action in a fractured decision. Yet, in his plurality decision,
then-Justice Lewis F. Powell Jr.
stopped short of barring the use of
race in admissions. Instead, he cited
Harvard University’s admissions
policy as an example of how race
can be one of a number of diversity
elements. That extremely nuanced
decision would be replicated in
decades of later precedent in which
the court never seemed able to
establish a clear rule on the use of
race-based criteria.
For almost five decades, the
court has struggled with the uncertainty left by Bakke. Now, the court
— and likely another crowd — will
gather again to consider the issue,
including a review of Harvard’s
current admissions plan.
There is reason to believe universities may have run out of time
and patience from the court as it
considers two challenges, Students
for Fair Admissions v. President &
Fellows of Harvard College and
Students for Fair Admissions v.
University of North Carolina. The
recently minted 6-3 majority on
the court could lose a conservative
justice and still have the votes to
brush aside nuance for clarity on
the issue.
In a reflection of our changing
demographics, the court will focus
on discrimination directed against
Asian applicants, not a white applicant like Bakke. With a higher
percentage of top Asian American
students, universities have been
accused of creating an effective
ceiling on Aisian American admissions to favor other groups.
At Harvard, admissions officials
allegedly used a “personal” rating
to achieve a constructive quota.
Critics noticed that the admission
of Asian students remained suspiciously similar from year to year,
between 18 and 20 percent.
In the briefs before the court,
Harvard is accused of a sophisticated, disingenuous system designed
to hide racial preferences. Harvard
uses scores in four “profile” categories for academic, extracurricular, athletic and personal ranking.
Challengers argue that Harvard

Matthew

(Continued from Page 17)
those least able to absorb it.
In Philadelphia, as in many cities where the public schools were
failing long before COVID, there
are thousands of families waiting
for scholarships that would enable
them to attend private and parochial
schools.
We all know well enough what
education and protection look like
— before, during and after COVID.
If we want to assist families that
need help to educate and protect
their children like we educate and
protect our own, we should support
the vouchers that would create
school choice for those socioeconomically disadvantaged families,
and we should give whatever we
can to those scholarship programs
until such vouchers level the playing field.
Facilitating the attendance of
under-resourced kids in educational
institutions that will in fact educate
them is not just a pandemic-era
problem. It is an everyday problem
that was exacerbated by our choices
during the pandemic, and that we
should redouble our resolve to solve
in its wake.
*****
Elizabeth Grace Matthew writes
about culture, politics and religion
for various publications, including
America magazine and The Philadelphia Inquirer. Follow her on
Twitter @ElizabethGMat.

manipulates the score given for
personality, likability, courage and
kindness, to achieve the same racebased admissions levels.
It turned out that only 22 percent
of Asian American applicants received a score of 1 (“outstanding”)
or 2 (“very strong”) while over
twice that percentage of African
American applicants received those
scores. That percentage roughly
tracks the percentage of admitted
Asian American students.
The Harvard and North Carolina
cases raise long-standing objections
that universities are gaming the system by using ambiguous “critical
mass” arguments on diversity to
achieve the same results as formal
quota systems.
Race criteria in admissions has
long discomforted justices, even
some who have voted to allow its
limited use. Since Bakke, the court
has handed down a series of fractured and often conflicting 5-4 or
plurality decisions.
For some justices, the use of
race in admissions stands in sharp,
irreconcilable conflict with the

ban on racial discrimination in the
Constitution under the Equal Protection Clause as well as the Civil
Rights Act. In 2017, Chief Justice
John Roberts declared: “The way
to stop discrimination on the basis
of race is to stop discriminating on
the basis of race.”
That clarity may well be at hand
for Roberts. Last term, the new
6-3 conservative majority brought
greater clarity to several areas with
long-standing 5-4 divisions, including its decision to overturn Roe v.
Wade. Justices now are asked to
establish the bright-line rule that
was lost with Powell’s plurality
decision. To do so, they must curtail
or overturn the 2003 decision in
Grutter v. Bollinger.
Back then, the justices considered two different admissions
programs at the University of Michigan. In Grutter,the court voted 5-4
to uphold the UM law school’s
admissions system that evaluated
applicants based on individual merit but used race as a “plus factor.” In
Gratz v. Bollinger, which involved
UM’s College of Literature, Arts

and Sciences, six justices rejected
an admissions process that applied
individual considerations after a
“threshold” use of race.
Notably, even the author of the
majority decision in Grutter was
uneasy with the use of race-based
criteria. Then-Justice Sandra Day
O’Connor wrote that the court
“expects that 25 years from now,
the use of racial preferences will
no longer be necessary to further
the interest approved today.” That
was roughly 20 years ago.
There should be no serious
debate that diversity in a class improves the educational experience
for students. The question is whether time has finally run out on racial
criteria for college admissions.
Some justices have indicated
they have little tolerance for racebased criteria. In 2006, Chief Justice Roberts wrote: ”It is a sordid
business, this divvying us up by
race.”
The court, however, has been
in the business of race-based admissions criteria for 44 years. In
addition to the view of race-based
criteria as unconstitutional, some
justices may believe past cases
show that universities have been
able to easily manipulate admissions systems to use race as a
determinative factor.
While Justice O’Connor did not
believe the use of racial preferences
would be necessary past 2028, universities clearly do not agree.
Indeed, some universities are
moving toward a new approach
that could make it more difficult
for future challenges. A few years
ago, then-University of California
President Janet Napolitano called
upon the university system to study
whether standardized tests are racist

and contrary to diversity policies.
She created a task force that seemed
designed to answer those questions
in the affirmative.
To the surprise of many, the task
force did not find the tests to be
unreliable or call for abandoning
them. Instead, in its final report, it
found such standardized test scores
“are currently better predictors”
of success than other available
means, including a better predictor
of success for “Underrepresented Minority Students (URMs).”
Napolitano thanked the task force
and promptly announced she would
discontinue the use of the tests and
move toward a “test-blind” system.
Whatever value a test-blind
system may have academically,
it could be impactful legally. It is
difficult to find an unconstitutional
reliance on race if there are few objective measures to compare groups
of students. Eliminating the main
objective measure (beyond GPA
scores) makes the system more
subjective.
That is precisely the basis for
the objection to the Harvard admissions process, which applied an
amorphous, subjective criterion for
“scoring” students.
Forty-four years have brought
many changes, while other things
have remained surprisingly the
same: Bell-bottoms are back, James
Taylor is still singing, the Chicago
Bears are yet again working on a
rebuild — and, yes, we are still
debating race-based admissions
criteria.
*****
Jonathan Turley is the Shapiro
Professor of Public Interest Law at
George Washington University. You
can find his updates on Twitter @
JonathanTurley.
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A government big enough to give you everything you want, is strong enough to take everything you have. — Thomas Jefferson

Our Point of View

Is the ‘secret majority’
about to make a powerful
statement on Nov. 8?

Guest Editorial by Douglas MacKinnon
Over the past few years, I have lost count as to how
many Republicans, conservatives, independents and
libertarians have told me that they have learned the art
of self-censorship when it comes to discussing or even
hinting at their political or faith-based views.
They went into self-censorship mode as a self-preservation response to the woke/cancel culture vigilantism
many believe has swept into the corners of academia,
corporate America and the mainstream media. As many
now believe that identity politics and the search for any
micro-aggression or misappropriation rule the day in these
powerful, left-leaning institutions, they have decided that
discretion is indeed the greater part of valor. They’ll make
their views known only in the privacy of a voting booth.
For decades, we have all heard of the “silent majority“ in American politics. Today, for incredibly practical
reasons, it may have morphed into the “secret majority.”
And why wouldn’t it? Back when the “silent majority” was coined as a term, whatever political opinion you
might choose to express — generally more Republican,
conservative and common sense from that demographic
— you were not going to be fired from a job; you wouldn’t
have your business picketed and shut down; you were not
going to have anarchists and protesters march into your
neighborhood; your children wouldn’t be targeted because
of your views; you were not going to get viciously harassed on social media; you were not going to have your
grade in college altered or be expelled from an institution
of higher learning; you were not going to have your life
turned upside down for simply having a different political
or faith-based opinion in that version of the United States
of America. We were indeed a nation conceived to ensure
“liberty and justice for all.”
The America of 2022 is not the America of the past.
The cancel-culture crowd has flipped that script.
Suddenly, the “secret majority” has come to the realization that, if they hope to live in peace and provide for
themselves and their families, they must constantly remind
themselves that they no longer have the liberty to speak
their minds and the scales of justice have been hijacked
by far-left politicians, district attorneys and advocates
who push for open borders, the defunding of the police,
identity politics and the rights of violent criminals over
the victims.
Many from the “secret majority” believe that this
woke, anti-liberty and anti-free speech movement has
taken over the power centers of big business, Big Tech,
the media, universities, hospitals, science centers, and the
most influential unions in the country — in other words,
institutions that either employ them or exert power over
their quality of life decisions.
Knowing that, why would they ever speak out or voice
a differing opinion? The fact is, many do not. They have
shut down.
If that’s the case, what does that tell us about political
polling in the United States? Who are the pollsters communicating with? Are they getting “I’ll tell you want I think
you want to hear” answers from some who agree to be
polled? Do the pollsters unbiasedly factor in this “secret
majority,” or are they themselves now being played?
As was famously attributed to New York Judge Sol
Wachtler in 1985: “If a district attorney wanted, a grand
jury would indict a ham sandwich.” Aside from highlighting the potential misuse of power by certain district
attorneys, it also reminds us that personal or partisan
manipulation is not simply the domain of the criminal
justice system.
During the best of times, polling is not an exact science;
it has always been open to manipulation. Even before the
woke/cancel culture descended upon our nation, a polling
company, if so inclined, could make any poll reflect any
narrative that a client wanted simply by weighting certain
zip codes, demographics, or momentary hot-button issues.
Now, in this new age, have some in the “secret majority” purposely turned the tables on the polling companies?
Come Nov. 8, we are about to get a number of critically
important answers. Many of them will be shocking. One
of the most shocking may be that there truly is a “secret
majority” and they have learned how best to punch back
against those they believe have canceled their voices.
*****
Douglas MacKinnon, a political and communications
consultant, was a writer in the White House for Presidents
Ronald Reagan and George H.W. Bush, and former special
assistant for policy and communications at the Pentagon
during the last three years of the Bush administration.

Let bygones be bygones

By Perly Viasmensky
Some things hurt, but unfortunately, history doesn’t
allow us to lie. The very first Spanish Newspaper, La
Verdad Newspaper, was founded and published by
Rolando Larraz.
Even if newcomers to the State of Nevada want
to ignore facts, Rolando Larraz was the pioneer who
opened doors to many others that came to Las Vegas
many years after. The first Spanish radio program ever
in Las Vegas was founded by Rolando Larraz with his
good friend, Agustin Menendez.
The very first TV program on Channel 5 in Henderson, The Show of Medio-Dia was aired by the Larraz
brothers, Antonio and Rolando Larraz. And the very
first service established for emergency personnel to
communicate with Spanish-speaking people in distress
was established by Rolando Larraz.
Twenty-six years ago, the Las Vegas Tribune came
to light. It is true that the Las Vegas Tribune had a very
good relationship with former sheriffs Jerry Keller and
Bill Young. We, in our little operation, supported and
endorsed Capt. Larry Burns when he ran for Clark
County Sheriff. Up to this day, Larry Burns is still in
our hearts and prayers.
Joe Lombardo made our work very difficult. He
denied us, as a media, the right to Metro Press conferences. He even forbade Public Information Officers to
share information with us to conduct our work properly.
Those were orders from the Sheriff and nothing

anybody could do about it.
But, we need to be honest, political ads aside. Apparently, abortion has become the main focus of the
mainstream election.
There is an advertisement against Joe Lombardo in
the local Spanish Network stating that Joe Lombardo
has no right over women’s bodies.
The young woman continued, saying: “Joe Lombardo wants to make criminals of doctors and nurses
like me,” as she touches her chest.
You are right, whoever you are; Joe Lombardo has
no right over our bodies, but he doesn’t make you a
criminal.
I want to tell you who makes you a criminal. The
supposed doctor who is not even a doctor, but a “provider”; the one who spends years going to medical
school and then gets reduced to the label of “provider.”
Do you happen to know who a “provider” is? We
can also reduce him to the man standing on the street
corner selling drugs to our kids.
A man (or woman for that matter) who graduates
from medical school and then allows others to designate them as “only” a provider, will not be getting the
respect they worked so hard for.
In your particular case, my dear nurse lady, before
you accuse Joe Lombardo of making you a criminal,
you need to understand that when you became a nurse,
you became a criminal.
(See Viasmensky, Page 20)

ON A PERSONAL NOTE

All about Anthony Fauci, written by others,
but it’s about time it became public

By Maramis
should not intervene “in how states
I accidentally wound up briefly
decide their abortion decisions.”
on the station that was holding the
Instead, Oz continued, he would
debate between Dr. Mehmet Oz and
leave the issue up to “women, docJohn Fetterman.
tors, local political leaders, letting
It seems that when there is a
the democracy that’s always allowed
discussion about the pros and cons
our nation to thrive to put the best
of abortion, no matter what side the
ideas forward so states can decide for
candidate is on, they may say such
themselves.”
things as “It should be up to the wom(Not that anyone asked me, but I
an and her doctor,” but they fail to say
don’t like the idea of getting so many
anything about the opposing views of
people involved in the issue. It seems
the woman and her doctor. She may
to me that there should be a standard
want an abortion, and her doctor may
for allowing abortions only up to a
MaraMiS Choufani
not think it is ethical and not wish to perform it. Or point where there is no sign of life and that exceptions
she may “need” an abortion (for her health, or as the should only be on a case-by-case basis. I wouldn’t care
result of rape or incest, but does not feel it fits in with who WANTS an abortion or even WHAT IS allowed
if the abortion is already so late in the pregnancy that
her belief system and/or religion.
Here are a few of the comments about that debate: the baby could survive. To abort a baby that could
In the first and only debate between Oz and his Dem- live or that obviously is still alive is nothing short of
ocratic rival Pennsylvania Lt. Gov. John Fetterman, murder; but if — and only if — it is to save the moththe celebrity doctor turned Republican candidate for er’s life, it is her choice—not her doctor’s or anybody
Senate was asked to answer a question he’s previously else’s — if she chooses her baby’s life over her own,
evaded: Would he support a bill from South Carolina given that there’s sufficient reason to believe it could
Republican Sen. Lindsey Graham banning most abor- go either way.)
Back in the day when I was a teenager in high
tion after 15 weeks?
Oz responded by saying that the federal government
(See Maramis, Page 24)

Moderators shine in Oz-Fetterman
debate — but the format is broken

By Joe Concha
The biggest night of Pennsylvania’s U.S. Senate
campaign came last Tuesday in Harrisburg when Lt.
Gov. John Fetterman (D) and Dr. Mehmet Oz (R)
squared off for the first and only time. The debate
mattered nationally, not just in the Keystone State,
because Pennsylvania is one of only four or five states
with Senate races that are widely considered toss-ups,
and what happens there could well determine which
party controls the Senate in January.
After 60 minutes on stage, two things were abundantly clear:
First, Fetterman’s performance was so poor and
so uncomfortable to watch that this race may be irreversibly swung in Oz’s favor. Axios called it “painful”
while MSNBC’s Joe Scarborough said Fetterman’s
ability to communicate is “seriously impaired.”
“Pennsylvania voters will be talking about this

obvious fact even if many in the media will not,”
Scarborough added.
Second, the moderators from Harrisburg’s ABC-29
station (owned by Nexstar, which also owns The Hill)
asked solid, relevant questions and were in complete
control during the debate.
But on this latter point, the format felt too rushed,
as it does in most modern American political debates.
Often, questions were asked on complex issues (inflation, energy, crime, education) and the candidates were
allotted only 60 seconds to answer. And that’s where
anything resembling a comprehensive solution or a
nuanced argument goes out the window.
How to tackle inflation, for example, is something
an entire college course semester might require. Cutting government spending would be a good start, as
Republicans have promised to do if they take back
(See Concha, Page 21)
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Nevada continues to fail our students

By Troy La Mana
Submitted by Chuck Muth
Let’s face facts, Education in
Nevada is abysmal. According to
the NEA, this state ranks 50th in the
2020-2021 school year, which is the
same rank it had last year.
Nevada spends $9,607.63 per
student which is just over half of
the national average. In terms of
teacher pay, we rank last in the nation. Our starting salary for teachers
is $36,737 which is nearly $12,000
less than the national average.
After speaking to teachers in
the Nye County School District,
it is clear why we can’t retain
quality staff. Many are leaving because they aren’t allowed to teach
but have to follow CRT or SEL
standards even though the public
is told they aren’t teaching such
things. The school district is also

CHUCK MUTH
not providing enough support to
those who are teaching. In some
cases, there is only one teacher for
an entire grade level. The counselors are overworked and unable
to provide adequate support for

students or staff. If it is happening
in a conservative county it is much
worse across the state.
The result? I’ll give you an
example: The Gold Star Report
came out towards the end of last
year which is a five-star ranking
system for school districts across
the country. To meet minimum standards of education you need three
stars. Over half of the schools in the
NCSD failed to meet the minimum
standard. Only one school in the
entire county received five stars.
This is unacceptable. And it isn’t
just Nye County, all of Nevada’s
schools are failing our students.
What makes this even worse is that
Governor Sisolak has done nothing
to correct the situation.
Over the last four years, Steve
Sisolak has cut and gutted essential programs, like Read by Grade

Three, class size reduction efforts,
and the Knowledge Fund. Because
of this, education continues to decline under his watch.
For far too long this state has
received a failing grade. We need
leaders who will fight for our stu-

dents and give them the education
they deserve.
*****
Chuck Muth is president of
CitizenOutreach.org and publisher
of NevadaNewsandViews.com. He
blogs at MuthsTruths.com.

MaCe YaMpoLSKY
tresses, but obviously, I am wrong.
It boggles my mind that someone
would bet that much money. If the
Patriots make the Super Bowl (no
chance this year), I will bet $100
but that’s it. I do bet $300 on my
fantasy football but that’s about $18
per game. As I tell everyone, they
don’t build those casinos because
people are winning.
To switch gears, Elton John is
playing at Allegiant stadium. I play
the piano and I love Elton John.
He is the consummate showman.
This is the last time I will see
him because he is retiring from
performing. I can’t wait. I loved
Rocket Man, which was an auto-bi-

ographical movie about his life. The
lead actor actually performed all
the songs, but Elton was involved.
I’ve seen him before. I also saw
him when he played with Billy
Joel, another one of my idols. But
alas, all good things must come to
an end. I’ll miss him.
To switch gears again, the U.S.
attorney general changes the rules
on reporter searches. Merrick Garland announced guidelines restricting federal prosecutors from seizing
telephone records and notes from
reporters — a move applauded this
week by media advocates who remain concerned about federal, state,
and local government practices.
Garland on Wednesday issued
revisions to the Justice Department’s regulations on obtaining
information and records from the
news media acting within the scope
of their duties. “These regulations
recognize the crucial role that a
free and independent press plays in
our democracy,” Garland said in a
statement outlining the permanent
policy changes. But the revisions
in Justice Department policy apply
only to federal prosecutors, not
state, local or other jurisdictions,
Townsend noted.
“There are different laws that
apply at the state and local level.”
The Review-Journal is fighting this

same issue in an effort to prevent
law enforcement from accessing
the cell phone of Jeff German, the
recently deceased reporter, in an
effort to protect his sources. Police
seized German’s electronic devices
during their investigation into his
death and want to search them for
information related to the case.
The Review-Journal has fought
the attempts in order to protect
confidential sources German used
in his work
The policy guidelines announced by Garland do not apply
in the state case involving German.
But the First Amendment issue and
protection of journalists to perform
their watchdog role over government is the same.

Media advocates hailed the
Garland announcement on Justice
Department policy protecting journalists from legal tactics to access
source information, but media executives and advocates noted that
procedures and guidelines could
change with future administrations.
At least this directive will stand
for the next two years of the Biden
administration.
*****
For more information regarding
Nevada laws, or if you feel your
rights have been violated, please
call Mace Yampolsky & Associates.
Call or text us at (702) 385-9777.
We are available 24/7 for emergencies. If you need help, CALL NOW
before it is too late. We can help!

The ‘Fall Classic’ is in full swing

By Mace Yampolsky
It’s the fall classic which will
last into November. My Red Sox
are not in it. Not only did they not
make the playoffs, but they were
also in last place in their division.
As I’ve said too many times, wait
’til next year.
That doesn’t mean there aren’t
storylines. One team is the Houston Astros. They led the American
League.
They are the odds-on favorites
and they are hated by everyone
that does not live in Houston. Their
opponents are the upstart Philadelphia Phillies. They were the last
team to qualify for the postseason.
They have been the underdogs in
every series but they still found a
way to win.
The sports books are rooting
for the Phillies. Mattress Mack
from Houston bet approximately
9 million dollars that Houston
would win the World Series. If he
wins, (approximately 79 million)
he will refund all of his customers
that spent at least $3,000. That’s a
lot of mattresses. Some people will
receive double what they spent but
others only will be refunded what
they spent.
Mack is mega rich but 9 million
dollars is a lot to bet. I didn’t think
there was that much money in mat-

From local office to US Senate, every race is important in ’22 midterms
By David Webb
It’s said that elephants have long memories. Rejuvenated Republican voters need
to have long- and short-term memories
— starting with a long-term recollection
of better economic times before the Biden
administration. Short-term memory is easily
fulfilled: Americans need only fill up their gas
tanks on the way to the grocery store.
Democrats, to the contrary, are hoping
their voters have only short-term memories
— or perhaps just blind faith. But Democratic
voters also fill their tanks and drive to the
grocery store.
Despite what Treasury Secretary Janet
Yellen has said, inflation is not transitory. The
Federal Reserve’s next Federal Open Market
Committee (FOMC) meeting is Nov. 1 and 2,
and all indications are that it will raise interest
rates another 75 basis points. There’s no soft
landing for the economy, just a hard reality,
especially for the middle class, lower-income
earners and retirees.
The media often ignores a bad economy
and its effect on wealthier Americans. These
are investors in the markets, venture capital,
and the drivers of retail purchasing and
service consumption. All segments of the
population are affected by and are important
to a functioning economy. House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) can’t change the
conversation; Americans cannot ignore economic reality. More Americans drive to the
gas station and the grocery store than to the
abortion clinic.
Every political race this midterm matters.

Low voter turnout favors Democratic candidates. Even in tough or unwinnable districts,
Republican voters cannot surrender to apathy
and cynicism.
First, the Senate: Republicans will not
easily replace the current establishment leadership of Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.), but even a simple majority
changes the leadership of committees. This
is where there can be a better stand against a
broken establishment and bad policy. Better
coordination between both houses can stall
if not occasionally stop President Biden’s
progressive onslaught.
Next, the House of Representatives:
Again, the challenge is the establishment

(Continued from page 19)
I am speaking from experience; when I
hear a nurse tell me, “As a nurse, I am telling
you that the hospital wipes its ass with your
Power of Attorney.” (And yes, I was told
those exact words!)
That’s all I need to know!
If you touch your heart, as a nurse, in a
national TV advertisement, be civil enough
to tell us your name.

My name is Perly Larraz Viasmensky, and
any disagreement I had with Joe Lombardo is
over. I ALREADY VOTED AND I VOTED
FOR JOE LOMBARDO.
*****
Perly Viasmensky is the General Manager
of the Las Vegas Tribune. She writes a weekly
column in this newspaper. To contact Perly
Viasmensky, email her at pviasmensky@
lasvegastribune.com.

Viasmensky

leadership, but a growing Freedom Caucus
and members who may not be part of that
caucus but are more constitutionally oriented
in their outlook can play a significant role in
better legislation. It is even possible, based
on the numbers that would support a return
to regular order, that this would be a significant change.
In both the Senate and the House, there
has been too much power in the leadership
and not enough hearings by committees.
Now to some individual races:
—The Pennsylvania Senate debate story
has already been written by the John Fetterman (D) campaign. He will underperform as
expected and will blame Republican Mehmet
Oz for being better at debating. Democrats
will vote to win in Pennsylvania, even for
a medically-compromised Fetterman. If he
becomes even less capable of doing the job,
a likely Democratic governor would appoint
a Democrat to replace him. This brings up the
importance of the governor’s race between
Republican Doug Mastriano and Democrat
Josh Shapiro.
—The Georgia Senate race between Republican Herschel Walker and Sen. Raphael
Warnock, a Democrat, will likely benefit

from the race between Gov. Brian Kemp
(R) and his challenger, Stacey Abrams (D).
She has been exposed multiple times as
someone who uses her organizations to fight
battles based on allegations that are then
proven false when it comes to voting and
other issues.
Governors matter. Republican governors
are the chance to stop a heavy-handed federal
government’s intrusion into our daily lives
and businesses.
The New York gubernatorial contest between Rep. Lee Zeldin (R) and Gov. Kathy
Hochul (D) is a last-ditch effort to save New
York state and possibly even New York City.
The polls appear to be tightening because the
realities are there for all to see on video daily.
The Florida governor and Senate races
are a little too close for GOP comfort. Republicans must hold both seats. If Rep. Val
Demings (D) wins the Senate race or Rep.
Charlie Crist (D) wins the governor’s race,
there will be political blood in the water and
progressives will have a powerful message.
There’s more on the ballots across the
country, too. Democrats want Americans
hyper-focused on the U.S. House and Senate;
after all, they’re likely to lose the House and
the Senate remains in play. The smart strategy is to chip away at the future by winning
down-ballot races — school boards, city
councils, mayors, county seats, sheriffs, and
any other local elected officials who will rise
in the ranks to make policy decisions. It’s a
smart strategy in a winning or losing cycle.
Case in point: the quiet, ongoing overhaul
of the U.S. justice system that began in 2015
with the election of progressive prosecutors
in major cities across the country.
The Democratic Party and, now, its
progressive leadership took small bites and
eventually ate the elephant in the case of
those prosecutors.
*****
Webb is host of “The David Webb Show”
on SiriusXM Patriot 125, a Fox Nation host,
Fox News contributor and a frequent television commentator.
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The wisdom of the Electoral College

By José Azel
The United States is a republic,
not a democracy. We owe this distinction to the vision of the Founding Fathers.
Think of it this way: Suppose
you live in a ten-apartment condominium. Nine apartments are
occupied by a single person. The
tenth apartment is occupied by a
large family of ten people. If the
condominium association votes
democratically, that is, one person
equals one vote, the large family
would control the association’s
vote. And they could appoint themselves as managers of the condominium, with a juicy salary. Fortunately, condominium associations
are created republic-style, with one
vote per apartment regardless of the
number of people.
The Electoral College is constituted every four years for the sole
purpose of electing the president
and vice president. The number of
electors per state is equal to the sum
of its congressmen to the House of
Representatives plus the two state
senators.
Along with the separation of
powers, the Electoral College is
fundamental to American federalism. Most states appoint their electors on a “winner takes all” basis,
according to the popular vote in
each state. Currently the Electoral
College has 538 electors, and an
absolute majority of 270 electoral

José Azel
votes is required to win an election.
The Founding Fathers were
deeply concerned about the problems inherent in what James Madison called “the tyranny of the
majority,” and they went to great
lengths to design a republic not
based on the will of the majority.
The word “democracy” was deliberately avoided by the Founders;
it does not appear in either the
Declaration of Independence or the
Constitution.
With their design of government, the Founders sought to
protect individual rights, not only
against the government but also
against other citizens. As Alexander Hamilton explained: “We
are creating a republican form of
government. Real freedom is not
found in extreme democracy, but

in moderate government.” With
democratic government individual
liberties can be subverted by majority rule. The Constitution seeks to
strengthen freedom, not democracy.
The Electoral College balances
the competing interests of states
with large and small populations.
If only the popular vote counted,
candidates would concentrate their
efforts on densely populated states,
ignoring smaller ones and less populated areas of the country. Without the Electoral College system,
campaign economics would lead
candidates to campaign mostly in
states with large urban populations
and large media markets. Presidential candidates would act as if many
Americans did not exist.
To win a majority in the Electoral College, candidates must
build a national coalition that pools
support from different regions.
Campaigning across the country
helps promote national cohesion,
the orderly transfer of power, and
the stability of our political system.
The main argument against the
Electoral College system is that it
can contravene the popular vote, as
happened in 2000, when Al Gore
won the popular vote but lost the
Electoral College vote, and in 2016,
when Donald Trump won the Electoral College vote. Electoral but lost
the popular vote.
In these 2020 presidential elections, again, we hear some candi-

dates proposing to abolish the Electoral College. The central theme
of Elizabeth Warren’s campaign
is: “Every vote counts, and the
way we can make it that way is by
having the national vote, and that
means getting rid of the Electoral
College.” Other candidates have
echoed that sentiment.
Abolishing the Electoral College requires a constitutional
amendment, and to get around that
impediment some opponents are
promoting a horrific bill that would
award all of a state’s electoral votes
to the presidential candidate who
wins the national popular vote. In
essence, this National Popular Vote
Interstate Compact (NPVIC) could
require a State to give all of its
electoral votes to a candidate who

ON THE HOLMES FRONT

did not win a majority in the State.
However, to date twelve States
have adopted the NPVIC.
When it comes to the Electoral
College, we must build on the vision of the Founding Fathers. We
must not forget that the crucifixion
of Jesus was an event with popular
democratic support.
*****
José Azel left Cuba in 1961 as a
13 year-old political exile in what
has been dubbed Operation Pedro
Pan — the largest unaccompanied
child refugee movement in the history of the Western Hemisphere.
He is currently dedicated to the indepth analyses of Cuba’s economic,
social and political state, with a
keen interest in post-Castro-Cuba
strategies.

Biden administration admits to terrorists at border

By Frank Holmes
The good news is America is still
a shining city on a hill, attracting
more people than at any other time
in history.
The bad news is that in Joe
Biden’s America, many of those
people are terrorists who want to
bomb our country into the Stone
Age.
A record number of dangerous
people illegally entered the nation
this year, a stunning new report
revealed this week. Border Patrol
agents apprehended 98 known or
suspected terrorists in the 2022
fiscal year. That is more than any
time in U.S. history, officials at U.S.
Customs and Border Protection
reported. The fiscal year runs from
October through September.
That’s almost four times higher
than the last five years combined.
During the Trump administration and the first few months of
the Biden administration, the total
number of individuals whose names
are on the terror watch list that were
caught at the border totaled 26.
Almost that many came across
Biden’s broken border last month.
“20 suspected terrorists were
arrested at the southern border in
September alone,” noted Rep. Mike
Rogers, R-Ala. “We need to secure
our border and finish building President Trump’s wall.”
“The Terrorist Screening Dataset (TSDS) — also known as the
‘watchlist’ — is the U.S. government’s database that contains
sensitive information on terrorist
identities,” explained the USCBP. It
was created “to house information

Concha

on known or suspected terrorists
(KSTs) but has evolved over the
last decade to include additional individuals who represent a potential
threat to the United States, including known affiliates of watchlisted
individuals.”
The U.S. has seen a 392 percent
increase in would-be terrorists or
their affiliates sneaking across the
Rio Grande or the Arizona corridor,
concentrated in Biden’s first full
year in office…and he has three
more years to go.
“We said months ago he was
just getting started. And he was,”
said the National Border Patrol
Council, the union of Border Patrol
agents who have the bear the brunt
of Biden’s terror-inducing immigration policies.
To make matters worse, the
rate of terrorists coming across
America’s border illegally has been

(Continued from Page 19)
the House of Representatives following the
Biden administration’s injection of trillions
of dollars into the country’s economy. But
there’s a series of other measures at the Federal Reserve, along with global supply-chain
factors, that figure into this complicated
issue, too.
In other words, to explain to voters how
one will beat back inflation as a senator requires much more than one minute. The same
goes for crime, which is more than a matter
of adding police officers. It includes addressing limp bail laws that put violent criminals
back on to the streets, and how to attract
new police officers when resignations and
retirements are at all-time highs — or adding
more resources and money for mental health
facilities and treatment. To educate voters on
how to achieve this laundry list requires more
than the time it takes to trim one’s toenails.
That’s not to say the format used last night
in Pennsylvania didn’t produce memorable or
potentially game-changing moments in this
crucial race for control of the U.S. Senate
(and flipping Pennsylvania’s Senate seat
from Republican to Democrat is considered
essential for the Blue Team).
What was most telling was that Fetterman
rarely used the full 60 or 30 seconds allotted
to him to answer questions. This was most
apparent on the issue of fracking. The candidate once declared that he would “never”
support fossil fuels, only to say during this

accelerating in the last few months.
Two-thirds of the historic number
of terrorists caught this year have
come in the last six months.
By the end of March — halfway
through the 2022 fiscal years —
Border Patrol had reported capturing 27 people on the TSDS. 25 of
them were from Colombia.
In the last few months, there
has been a massive pool of illegal
immigrants coming to the United
States from Colombia, Cuba, Venezuela, and Nicaragua. Colombia
is a haven for narcoterrorists and
the communist insurgency FARC.
The other three countries are Communist nations hostile to the U.S.
— especially Venezuela after
former President Trump supported
the legally elected government of
Juan Guaido over Marxist dictator
Nicolas Maduro.
Is Maduro sending terrorists

debate that he now supports fracking.
When pressed on this by ABC-29’s moderators, after initially not providing a clear
answer on his past stance, Fetterman could
not gather himself. For four long, agonizing
seconds, he was silent after his own quote
was read back to him before answering this
way, per an Associated Press transcript and
media reports: ”I do support fracking and I
don’t, I don’t — I support fracking, and I
stand, and I do support fracking.”
Fracking is considered a top issue in Pennsylvania, as well as other states; many jobs
depend on it. And with gas prices currently
above the national average at $3.92, energy

to the United States now that
he knows Biden has opened the
border?
Experts thought Biden’s lax immigration enforcement had reached
an all-time low last year.
The U.S. arrested 15 terrorists
in 2021, a huge spike compared to
the Trump administration. Border
Patrol agents nabbed six people on
the terror watch list in 2017, three
in 2020, and two in 2016.
In 2019, the number of terrorists
sneaking into the United States
was zero, thanks to tough border
enforcement from President Donald Trump.
All that’s changed under Joe
Biden == and it’s not as though he
didn’t know this was a problem.
Republicans have been pointing
out the fact that the Biden-Harris
administration is importing danger
for months.

policy in general is also near the top of the
list of voters’ concerns, along with inflation
and crime.
It was at this moment when the format
of the Lincoln-Douglas debates might have
come in handy.
Those debates, seven of them, occurred
in 1858 ahead of the Senate election between Stephen Douglas and Abraham
Lincoln. There were no moderators, just an
open-ended discussion of policy positions
concerning big issues of the day — slavery
and territorial expansion chief among them.
Instead of a rushed 60- or 90-minute format
like those we typically see today, each of the

In August, Rep. Ashley Hinson,
R-Iowa, highlighted the danger.
”There have been a record number
of suspected terrorists apprehended
at the southern border this year,”
she tweeted. “Border security is
national security.”
In June, House Minority Leader
Kevin McCarthy, R-Calif., warned,
”Border Patrol has come across a
recent record number of people on
the terrorist watchlist.”
Then he asked the truly chilling
question: “But with more than
3 million people pouring over
Biden’s Open Border, the question
has to be asked: who are we NOT
catching?”
Terrorists, drug cartels, gangs
like MS-13, and other predators
blend easily into the throng of illegals pouring across the southern
border. A total of 2.3 million illegal
aliens were encountered by law
enforcement during the 2021-2022
fiscal year. That includes 227,000 in
September alone.
Crime is already rising in
Biden’s America because criminals
know that Soros-funded prosecutors will not prosecute them. They
likely won’t even have to post bail.
Now, illegal immigrants are
joining the ranks of people who
wish law-abiding, middle-class
Americans harm. And the problem
will only get worse as long as Biden
and the open borders Democratic
Party run the show.
Frank Holmes is a veteran
journalist and an outspoken conservative that talks about the news
that was in his weekly article, “On
The Holmes Front.”

Lincoln-Douglas debates lasted about three
hours, with one candidate speaking not for
60 seconds but for 60 minutes, followed by
a 90-minute response and a final 30-minute
retort by the candidate who spoke first.
The fracking moment (or when Oz and
Fetterman jousted over the economy, crime
or abortion) was when voters sitting at home
likely yelled at their TV screens and phones,
begging the moderators to ditch the time
constraints and allow the candidates to have
at each other.
John Fetterman was short on details and
clarity about his positions on inflation, crime,
fracking and illegal immigration. As a result,
the betting markets have shifted the race
from him being the favorite to win to being
a decided underdog.
He’s fortunate this is 2022, not 1858.
Because if the format used in Lincoln’s day
were applied now, it’s hard to imagine how
the Democrat would have performed in such
a grueling but informative format.
When the presidential election comes in
2024, three debates are likely to be scheduled,
as usual. The future of the country will be at
stake. Given that public interest in politics
has skyrocketed, a three-hour rhetorical
steel-cage match might be embraced by
voters who are hungry for candor — and for
real solutions.
*****
Joe Concha is a media and politics columnist.
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Let’s read between the lines of the
2022 report cards on reading, math

By Christina Cipriano
Last week, the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) released the nation’s
2022 report card and the scores
were startlingly low. Fourth- and
eighth-grade students from more
than 10,000 schools nationwide
performed at record low levels in
spring of 2022 on reading and math
scores, with deep disparities by
state and grade level. More students
scored at “below basic” levels than
ever before.
This report comes just a week after we learned that nearly half — 42
percent — of high school students
who took the ACT in 2022 failed
to meet any of the benchmarks
of college readiness, according to
the 2022 ACT report released on
Oct. 12. Only 1 in 5 students in the
graduating class of 2022 met the
benchmarks — reporting the lowest
average score in more than three decades. It is the first time since 1991
that the average ACT composite
score was below 20, and is the fifth
consecutive year of decline.
Since these reports’ release,
news headlines have emphasized
these results as yet another example of learning loss since the
COVID-19 pandemic. And although ACT and NAEP scores were
trending downward before the pandemic upended school experiences
as we know it, these data are being

used to promote a destructive deficit
framing that could further fail our
nation’s adolescents.
What’s not being said is that
framing the next generation as
inadequate and failing is toxic
and dangerous. Before jumping
to conclusions that these reports
confirm the harmful learning loss
narrative dominating the discourse,
let’s remember that the 1.3 million
students in the U.S. high school
graduating class of 2022 who took
the ACT were sophomores, and
the nearly 500,000 students who
completed NAEP were second- and
sixth-graders, in the spring of 2020.
Let’s read between the lines of
the report.
Let’s see 16-year-old students
who didn’t get to finish their 10th
grade spring semester, who missed

their finals, concerts, dances and
games. Let’s see the students who
were getting their learner’s permits,
working papers for their first jobs,
and solidifying a new status of
relationships with peers when their
world closed because of the virus.
Let’s see the students who had
their safety net ripped out from under them at a time when their bodies
were already transitioning from
childhood to adulthood. Let’s see
the students who lived in a heightened state of fear and anxiety while
their routines and relationships imploded. Let’s see the students who
may have watched their families
ration food, toiletries and cleaning
supplies. Some students watched
the adults around them react in fear
and anger instead of grieving.
Let’s see the students who com-

pleted their upper-level coursework
in their penultimate year of high
school, and the 8-year-old students
who were forced to make the transition from “learning to read” to
“reading to learn” in novel online
and hybrid environments, with
teachers and school systems who
were building the plane as they
were flying it through turbulence
from rapidly evolving health and
safety conditions, risks and guidelines.
Let’s see the students who spent
their after-school and evening hours
completing homework from the
backseat of a car while their parents
delivered groceries for Instacart
since they were among the over
6 million households who experienced unemployment and this was
one way to make a wage.
Let’s see the adolescents who
stopped submitting their homework, or were falling asleep in
class, because on top of their circadian rhythms not being designed
for the earlier start time prior to the
pandemic, they spent their nights
and early mornings caretaking at
home for younger siblings due to
their parents’ COVID- response
work hours.
Let’s see the students who did
not see their primary caregiver for
weeks at a time because of their
parents’ frontline professions as
doctors, nurses and medical sup-

port staff. Let’s see the record rates
of disconnection and loneliness
among children and adolescents.
Let’s see the over 200,000 students who lost a primary caregiver
to COVID. Let’s see the pandemic’s
disproportionate toll on families of
color. Let’s see the students who
lived through school shootings
and acts of violence close to home.
Let’s see the record long wait lists
for behavioral health care.
Let’s remember that suicide is
the second leading cause of death
among children ages 10-14 and adolescents ages 15-24. Let’s remember that, at the same time, only 20
percent of our nation’s adolescents
met the threshold for high school
readiness and nearly 20 percent of
our nation’s young people reported
serious thoughts of suicide.
Our nation’s youth do not need
another reason to feel like they
aren’t good enough, smart enough
or enough — right now, nor ever.
Let’s read between the lines of these
reports and shift the narrative from
“deficient” to “proficient” for our
nation’s next generation.
*****
Christina Cipriano, Ph.D., is an
assistant professor at Yale School of
Medicine and director of research
at the Yale Center for Emotional
Intelligence. She is a Yale Public
Voices Fellow of the OpEd Project.
Follow her on Twitter @drchriscip.

Free speech is officially dead in public schools
By Barbara Simpson
If you ever needed an example of how
current racial philosophy is influencing our
young people, one need only look at the
situation at Dougherty High School in San
Ramon, California, outside of San Francisco.
Student journalists arranged to interview
teacher Roger Barnholdt about his experience
as an Olympic Games historian.
Barnholdt, a former substitute teacher, was
hired this year to teach world geography and
economics.
Two students for the school newspaper —
the Wildcat Tribune — junior Emily Wong
and senior Luna Ashebir arranged to speak
with the teacher and, in the course of the
interview, became concerned about some of
the things he said.
When they wrote their report and posted
it on the school website, all you-know-what
erupted. The instant result was that the teacher was removed from the classroom and is
no longer is teaching in that school or any
of the other schools in the district. This was
confirmed by Ilana Israel Samuels, director
of communication for the San Ramon Valley
United School District.
Evan Powell, principal of the school, sent
out an email to staff saying the teacher was
removed after he expressed “disturbing and
distressing” perspectives on race. He added

that the comments were discriminatory
against black and Latino students.
So, what on earth did Barnholdt say?
The reporters said that as they spoke with
the teacher, Barnholdt began to recount his
time teaching at San Lorenzo High School in
Alameda County.
He said that he believed Latino and black
students “don’t appreciate education as much
as other groups,” adding that his comments
were meant to be taken “in general, not trying
to be prejudiced.”
He also told the reporters that he didn’t
feel welcome in San Lorenzo because of his
race; he is white. He said many of the students
would say openly that they didn’t like white
people and since he is white, he felt the effect
of their prejudice.
The two reporters said they were shocked
by his statements and wrote their story for

the newspaper quoting him. The title of the
piece mentioned that the teacher expressed
controversial views regarding certain racial
groups of students.
No sooner was it posted than the principal
sent an email to all, disavowing the teachers’
statements and praising the students’ work.
Of course, what also happened is that Mr.
Barnholdt was removed from his teaching
position and apparently, from any future
prospects in the district.
When news of the incident became public,
the local newspaper, the East Bay Times,
tried to contact Barnholdt for a comment, but
it’s reported he did not respond.
The principal praised the students for
“sharing the truth of this story with their peers
and the community.” He added that what the
teacher said were “values and opinions inconsistent with the values we teach and promote
among our students, and detrimental to the
community of learning we work to create
where every student is valued, supported
and empowered to reach their full potential.”
Excuse me while I gag from this blather!
The student reporters said they felt validated by their editor and the administration
encouraging them to “exercise their First
Amendment Rights.”
It’s too bad no one taught them that those
rights include the responsibility NOT to read

their own biases into the comments of their
interview subject.
Ashebir said, “Our intention is, as journalists, always to just let people know what’s
happening.”
I would raise the question — just what
was happening? The teacher simply related
his own experience at another school. He did
not indicate it affected his teaching, nor were
there any problems with him at that school or
complaints against him.
What those two students did was destroy
the career of a man who felt he had the right,
as an American citizen, to speak of his own
experiences when being interviewed by two
student reporters.
The reporters betrayed him by using his
recollections to illustrate what they perceived
as racial prejudice, which they focused on and
used in their headline.
They should be ashamed, but unfortunately, being praised by the school, they
will continue to do the same thing if such a
situation ever arises again.
So much for freedom of speech.
*****
Barbara Simpson, “The Babe in the
Bunker,” as she’s known to her radio talkshow audience, has a 20-year radio, TV and
newspaper career in the Bay Area and Los
Angeles.

How the impending red wave could become a tsunami

By Douglas E. Schoen
The Republican Party’s midterm
prospects have markedly improved
over the last several weeks. But will
2022 be a red wave election year
on par with GOP victories in 1994
and 2010?
The warning signs are clearly
flashing for the Democratic Party.
Recent polling finds that support
for Republicans — both generically and in individual races — has
increased substantially amid heightened national concerns about the
economy and crime, two issues that
the GOP leads on. Meanwhile, protecting abortion rights, the crux of
the Democratic agenda has become
a much less salient issue.
Based on current trends, Republicans will likely gain between 30
to 35 House seats, and come away
with a one or two-seat advantage in
the Senate. This outcome would flip
both chambers of Congress to GOP
control, but wouldn’t necessarily
rise to 1994 or 2010 levels, when
Democrats lost 53 and 63 House
seats, respectively.
In order for the GOP to see a net
gain of 50 House seats, the party
would need to win every single one
of the 37 races rated as a “toss-up”
by RealClearPolitics, in addition
to the 225 where they are favored.
Under this scenario, Republicans
would come away with a 262-seat
majority, for a net gain of 50 seats.
At this point, there is no indication that Republicans will sweep all
37 toss-up House races. That being
said, several trends — Republicans’
markedly improving generic ballot
position and recent GOP gains in
swing-state Senate races, as well
as in Democratic strongholds — are

suggestive of a red wave.
Indeed, given how considerably
the national environment has shifted in favor of the GOP over these
last couple of weeks, the party is
likely on track to win a large share
of those toss-up House contests.
Republicans’ lead in the generic
congressional vote has widened
by 2-points in just two weeks —
from roughly 0.5-points on Oct.
12 to 2.5-points on Oct. 28, per
RealClearPolitics’ average. A number of individual polls, including
Emerson’s latest survey among
likely voters, show an even stronger
Republican advantage of 5-points.
Likely voter polls — the most
predictive of actual election results
— are even more favorable for
Republicans than polls of registered
voters or simply all adults. This is
suggestive of two potential trends:
first, that the GOP will outperform
expectations on Election Day, and
second, that Republicans will enjoy
a sizable turnout advantage.
An important note: Republicans only need to win the popular

vote by 0.6 points in order to win
a House majority, according to
FiveThirtyEight’s model. Per their
projection, if Republicans win the
popular vote by 2.5-points — their
current generic vote lead — the
party could win up to 245 House
seats, a net gain of 33 seats.
Furthermore, though Democrats
were once heavy favorites to keep
their Senate majority, recent polling
in key races suggests that Republicans are now on the cusp of winning
the upper chamber.
RealClearPolitics projects that
Republicans will pick up three Senate seats, two more than the GOP
needs to secure the majority. In
other words, Democrats wouldn’t
gain any seats — even open seats
currently represented by Republicans, including Pennsylvania and
North Carolina — and Democratic
incumbents would lose in Arizona,
Georgia and Nevada.
While Senate races are generally
more individualized and less tied to
national trends compared to House
races, the recent tightening of sev-

eral contests — despite the relative
weaknesses of GOP candidates —
is indicative of how seismically
the overall political landscape has
shifted in Republicans’ favor.
Georgia’s Senate race is the
clearest example of this. Despite recent revelations that GOP candidate
Herschel Walker fathered multiple
“undisclosed” children and reportedly paid for past girlfriends’ abortions (allegations he denies) — on
top of the fact that Walker already
espouses extremist views on abortion, gay rights, COVID-19, and
evolution — the latest poll shows
him leading incumbent Democrat
Raphael Warnock by two points.
RealClearPolitics also predicts that
Walker will ultimately win the seat
following a runoff election.
Admittedly, Warnock’s own
personal vulnerabilities, as well as
his decision to not run an entirely
anti-Walker campaign — while
Walker has almost exclusively been
running a nationalized anti-Biden
effort — could be an explaining
factor.
Though, the narrowing of this
race has also coincided with Democratic declines in other pivotal
Senate races, which is suggestive
of a broader pro-GOP tide, and potentially of an impending red wave
election. In Arizona, Pennsylvania,
Nevada and Wisconsin — seats that
are either open or held by Democrats — the Republican, despite
their weaknesses as a mainstream
candidate, now either leads or trails
by just a few points.
To be sure, it is common for the
incumbent party to lose races in
swing states and toss-up districts
in a midterm election year.

However, Democrats are now
also at risk of losing seats in deepblue strongholds — including New
York, Rhode Island and Oregon
— that haven’t been won by a Republican in decades, which is in and
of itself predictive of a red wave.
The latest Quinnipiac poll finds
New York Gov. Kathy Hochul
leading Republican Lee Zeldin by
just 4-points with likely voters, who
widely prioritize the economy and
crime above other issues. While
Hochul has focused mainly on
Zeldin’s anti-abortion positions and
ties to Donald Trump, these latest
numbers have triggered a course
correction, and her campaign is
now aggressively touting her progrowth economic policies and plans
to improve public safety.
Republican House candidates
have also made gains in the Democratic bastion of Rhode Island, a
state that hasn’t had a Republican
congressman in three decades, as
well as in the governor’s race in
Oregon, which hasn’t been won by
a Republican since 1982.
At this point, it seems likely that
Republicans will win a disproportionate share of toss-up contests in
the House, will flip the Senate, and
could even make gains in Democratic territory — three predictions
that, when taken together, do signal
an impending red wave election.
*****
Douglas E. Schoen is a political
consultant who served as an adviser
to President Clinton and to the 2020
presidential campaign of Michael
Bloomberg. His new book is “The
End of Democracy? Russia and
China on the Rise and America in
Retreat.”
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Former AG: Hunter Biden targeted
in ‘Chinese intelligence mission’
By Art Moore
The FBI has evidence a former
secretary for Hunter Biden was employed by the Chinese Communist
Party before working for the Biden
family business during the time it
struck a lucrative deal with an energy firm at the heart of President Xi
Jinping’s quest for global economic
and political domination.
“There is no doubt that Hunter
Biden was part of a Chinese intelligence mission that was trying
to gather as much information as
possible about Joe Biden, Hunter
Biden and the entire Biden family,”
said former acting Attorney General
Matthew Whitaker in an interview
Thursday with “Fox & Friends.”
The evidence concerning Hunter Biden’s former secretary JiaQi
“Jackie” Bao was at the center of a
letter Wednesday from Rep. James
Comer R-Ky., the top Republican
on the House Oversight Committee, to FBI Director Christopher
Wray. The committee Republicans
want more information from Wray
concerning the Bidens’ deal with
Chinese government-linked CEFC
China Energy in 2017 and 2018, the
New York Post reported.
“After infiltrating the Biden
family, Bao urged Hunter to encourage Joe Biden to run for president
months before he announced and
then supplied the Biden family
campaign advice related to China,”
the letter states.
Whitaker, who served as acting
attorney general under President
Trump, told Fox News the case is
being built “brick by brick.”
“And this revelation that somebody that close to the family, that
worked every day with Hunter
Biden, had access to most of the information or the various companies,
I think is a significant step,” he said.
Whitaker said information gathered in an investigation by Republican Sens. Ron Johnson of Wisconsin and Charles Grassley of Iowa

JiaQi “Jackie” Bao worked for the Chinese Communist Party
before serving as secretary in a Biden family venture
with an energy firm tied to the CCP.
and provided to the U.S. attorney war footing.
in Delaware “is just shocking, how
In 2013, Hunter Biden flew on
much money was being given to the Air Force Two with his then-vice
Biden family.”
president father to Beijing. Less
The congressman said in his than two weeks later, Hunter Biden
letter that the “relationship between secured a deal with a subsidiary of
Bao and Hunter Biden appears the Chinese government’s Bank of
— from evidence obtained by China, creating an investment fund
Committee Republicans — to have called BHR that aimed to raise $1.5
become personal and exceeded a billion. Joe Biden continues to deny
professional capacity.”
he has ever discussed his family’s
On Wednesday, White House business dealings. But, among
spokesman John Kirby was asked more than a dozen documented
about the Biden family’s deal with instances that counter his claim, the
CEFC China Energy, an arm of Bei- vice-president’s son introduced his
jing’s “Belt and Road” global infra- father to BHR CEO Jonathan Li in
structure initiative in 150 countries, a hotel lobby during the 2013 trip.
aimed at expanding China’s power. And Joe Biden later wrote college
“This is a very simple question, recommendation letters for Li’s
but it’s an enduring point of uncer- children. BHR Partners facilitated a
tainty,” the reporter began. “Does 2016 deal in which a Chinese comthe president’s son still co-own pany bought a Congolese cobalt
a company with China’s govern- mine from American and Canadian
ment? And if not, can you provide companies. Cobalt is key material
some basic transparency about who in electric vehicle batteries.
bought that stake and how much
‘Her employer before
money?”
the Biden family’
Kirby, who was wringing his
In his letter to Wray on Wedneshands as the question was posed, day, Comer said Bao “worked for
responded, “I don’t have anything the [Chinese government’s] Nafor you.”
tional Development and Reform
China watchers, including a top Commission (NDRC), which ‘is in
Navy admiral, are warning that Xi charge of China’s macroeconomic
— after securing an unprecedented planning’ and approves any major
third term as the Communist Party’s project that receives foreign fundgeneral secretary and packing of the ing” and therefore “was linked to
Politburo with loyalists — is on a the Communist Party of China

(CCP), her employer before the
Biden family.”
The committee Republicans
have documents in which Hunter
Biden refers to the founders and
chairman of CEFC, Ye Jianming,
as his “partner” and the vice-chairman of CEFC, Patrick Ho, as his
client and the “f***ing spy chief
of China.”
Bao, according to documents,
was also working for CEFC employees linked to the Chinese
Communist Party, Comer said.
Regarding the potential purchase of
an American natural gas company,
Bao told Hunter Biden, Jim Biden
and CEFC associates in an email
that “my job is to make sure our
interest is protected.”
Bao, Comer said, “attended
negotiations with US energy companies, and helped execute financial
transactions.” She “appeared to be
effectively running the joint venture
under Hunter Biden’s name,” producing yearly reports and business
plans for Hudson West III, the joint
venture Hunter Biden created with
China Energy.
In a May 2017 email regarding the partnership discovered on
Hunter Biden’s abandoned laptop
and verified by its sender, the CEO
of Hunter Biden’s company, Tony
Bobulinski, the “big guy” was to be
given a 10 percent cut of the deal.
Bobulinski and another former
Hunter Biden associate, James
Gilliar, have identified Joe Biden
as the “big guy.”
Bobulinski says he met with
Joe Biden regarding the deal in the
same month. The former business
associate said his clear impression
was that Joe Biden was vetting him
for the role of CEO of the family’s
venture with the Chinese company.
Comer asked Wray if former
FBI special agent Timothy Thibault
had anything to do with the investigation regarding Bao. Thibault resigned amid allegations he covered

up evidence against Hunter Biden
and the Biden family business.
The lawmaker asked for any
information on foreign spy agencies that might have compromised
the Biden family and about CEFC
efforts to buy U.S. energy assets.
“Specifically, did the CCP push
Bao to ensure that the Bidens
continued selling American LNG
(liquid natural gas) to China? If so,
this presents an alarming national
security threat,” Comer wrote.
‘Uncle Joe should run’
The Kentucky lawmaker said
that to “further ingratiate herself
with the Biden family, Bao took a
concerted interest in Joe Biden’s
presidential aspirations and strategy.”
“In December 2018, the New
York Times published a story about
the Biden family’s dealings with
CEFC, about which — prior to
printed publication — Joe Biden
called his son and told him, ‘I think
you’re clear.’ Shortly thereafter
— and still four months before he
announced it to the American people — Bao sent a text message to
Hunter: ‘Uncle Joe should run for
President in 2020.’”
In 2018, she wrote to Hunter
Biden that his father “will be one of
the best presidents in our country’s
history” and that then-President
Trump’s tariffs on China were “a
failure thus far.”
Art Moore, co-author of the
best-selling book “See Something,
Say Nothing,” entered the media
world as a PR assistant for the Seattle Mariners and a correspondent
covering pro and college sports
for Associated Press Radio. He
reported for a Chicago-area daily
newspaper and was senior news
writer for Christianity Today magazine and an editor for Worldwide
Newsroom before joining WND
shortly after 9/11. He earned a
master’s degree in communications
from Wheaton College.

the ballot that November.
Pollsters noted that the Times’s
survey overrepresented college-educated voters and underrepresented
those without a college degree.
(Sound familiar?)
However, when educational
levels were more properly weighted, Moffett’s lead in the Times’s
poll expanded to 12 points, further
increasing the discrepancy between
the two surveys.
Other fixes and checks failed to
close the gap.
One potential culprit remained
unexplored: question order.
The Courant asked about the
Senate race first, before the gubernatorial, while the Times inquired

about the gubernatorial match-up
before the Senate contest.
To assess how important this
difference could be, The Times
embedded a split sample experiment in a poll conducted a couple
of weeks later. Half the sample was
asked about the governor’s race first
and Senate second; the other half,
the reverse.
Of course, the results were not
comparable to the earlier poll.
Weeks of campaigning filled the
time between the two polls and the
race had moved on.
The results, however, were
striking.
When the gubernatorial race was
asked first, Weicker led by 2 points

in the Senate race. When the Senate
race was first, Weicker led by 17.
(On Election Day, Weicker won
by 5, so neither of the early October
polls proved particularly prescient.)
While everything is obvious
once you know the answer, no one
would have predicted an impact of
this magnitude when designing the
original polls.
Does the placement of the horse
race always matter that much?
Certainly not. Even in this case it
mattered a great deal for the Senate race but not much at all for the
gubernatorial contest.
But such question order effects
can matter a great deal — and no
one can predict when they will
manifest themselves and when
they won’t.
Pollsters today vary in the questions they put before the horse
race of interest. Some put the vote
question right up front, before any
information is provided. Others put
the match-up deep in the survey,
after questions that evoke feelings
about the country’s direction, key
issues and more. That’s of course
in addition to which other horse
race questions are posed, and in
what order.

Yet, question order effects are
rarely the focus in discussions of
polling error or differences in poll
results.
The simple truth is, pollsters
make myriad decisions in designing
and conducting surveys and, like
the Wizard of Oz, ask consumers
to “pay no attention to that man
behind the curtain.” Decisions
about question wording, question
order, sampling, weighting and
more impact poll results.
Sometimes there is a scientifically right way to proceed, but
often there isn’t. It’s a matter of
judgment.
As we’re treated to a raft of polls
in the closing weeks of campaign
2022, remember from campaign
1982 that seemingly small choices
pollsters make can have big impacts
on survey results.
Mellman is president of The
Mellman Group and has helped
elect 30 U.S. senators, 12 governors and dozens of House members. Mellman served as pollster
to Senate Democratic leaders for
over 20 years, as president of the
American Association of Political
Consultants, and is president of
Democratic Majority for Israel.

to consistently complain that the
2020 election was stolen, which
only fuels the Jan. 6 investigation
regarding his possible culpability.
Regardless of whether you believe Trump is guilty or innocent,
it is a major thing to report on and
continue reporting on as the legal
situation evolves.
For Democrats, that is the whole
point: To make these midterms a
referendum on Trump and what
President Biden so divisively

described as his extreme MAGA-philosophy, which he also
labelled “semi-fascism.” For a guy
who ran on unifying the country,
calling your former and potential
future opponent’s supporters akin
the Hitler won’t do much to bring
folks together, but only enrage each
side further.
“If the election is about who
is the most extreme … then (the
Democrats) are gonna win,” former White House press secretary
Jen Psaki said on ”Meet the Press”
recently. “If it is a referendum on
the president, they will lose, and
they know that.”
Republicans are seen as better
equipped to handle inflation, the
economy in general, crime and the
border. (The president is polling
well into the 60s or higher in terms
of disapproval on each of these
key issues.) Democrats have little
to run on outside of abortion in the
wake of the Supreme Court’s Dobbs
decision sending abortion laws back
to the states.
And given that the party in pow-

er has lost an average of 23 seats in
midterms dating back to 1934, the
GOP needs to flip only five seats to
take back the House. FiveThirtyEight.com gives the GOP about a 70
percent chance of taking it back.
But the myopia with Trump is
still very prevalent even in places
one might not expect anymore. Exhibit A is on the literary landscape,
where multiple Trump books have
recently been released or will be
published over the next several
weeks.
One would think that the current
occupant of the Oval Office, the
one polling lower than any first
term president in polling history
after receiving more votes than any
presidential candidate in history,
would also be the focus of journalists seeking to hold the powerful
accountable without fear or favor
to party. But in looking at the landscape again, to my knowledge there
is only one book looking at the life
and presidency of Joseph R. Biden,
and you’re currently reading a column written by its author. Looking

ahead through the rest of the year,
it appears not one other publisher
plans to release a book on Biden.
Why is that?
One theory has to do with marketability. Let’s say CNN’s Jim
Acosta, who also wrote a book
about the Trump White House
chronicling his many confrontations with the former president and
his press secretaries, decided to also
write one about the Biden White
House and his press secretaries.
Would Jimmy Kimmel or Stephen
Colbert or CBS or NPR book Acosta, as they did for his Trump book?
It’s doubtful. And if an author
can’t promote a political book on
television, it probably won’t sell.
It’s why you’ll see Maggie Haberman across the TV and radio dial
and on multiple podcasts talking
about the threat posed by Donald
Trump. This is what most of traditional media craves: Anti-Trump,
anti-MAGA rhetoric. And to be
clear, criticism of the former president is warranted, as it is with any
(See Concha, Page 24)

Question order and poll results

By Mark Mellman
Forty years ago, Connecticut
featured a marquee Senate race.
Incumbent Lowell Weicker
cemented his reputation as an independent Republican leading the
charge against Richard Nixon’s
Watergate crimes on the Senate
investigating committee.
Democratic Rep. Toby Moffett
burst on the scene as a “Nader’s
raider,” an anti-Vietnam War activist and leader of the environmental
movement.
Weeks before Election Day, the
two newspapers covering the race
most closely released statewide
polls. The New York Times poll put
Moffett 5 points ahead.
That same morning, the Hartford
Courant poll showed Weicker “had
surged ahead of his Democratic
challenger,” posting a 16-point
lead. In the net, accounting for
rounding, a difference of 22 points.
Two reputable polls: one with a
sample of 400, the other sampling
over 1,100, but diametrically opposed results that could not be accounted for by the margin of error.
Deepening the mystery, the two
polls had quite similar results in the
governor’s race, which was also on

For journalists, Trump continues to be the gift that keeps on giving

By Joe Concha
He’s been out of the office for
almost two years. He’s been impeached not once, but twice. And
he hasn’t done a sit-down interview
with any major print outlet since
leaving office in Jan. 2021.
But Donald Trump is still the
focus of media outlets across the
country. Editorial pages continue
to be filled with Trump-related
opinion pieces, and it goes without
saying that the tone and tenor is
almost universally negative.
Broadcast news outlets, save for
a catastrophic event like Hurricane
Ian, invariably lead with Trump and
the Mar-a-Lago raid and the legal
battle that has followed. And when
the made-for-TV Jan. 6 hearings resumed, it took center stage as well.
That’s not to say that Trump,
particularly his legal battles over
classified documents, isn’t a big
story. No former president’s home
had ever been raided. The documents at Mar-a-Lago, per the
Department of Justice, are highly
classified. And Trump continues

Page 24 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / November 2-8, 2022

Universities can’t seek truth until
they commit to free expression
By Jeffrey M. McCall
A key foundation for civilization
was noted by philosopher Thomas
Aquinas over 700 years ago. He
wrote, “The greatest of all pleasures consists in the contemplation
of truth.” Civil societies function
when that value is emphasized.
Civilization disintegrates when
truth exits the public sphere.
America’s universities were
once supposed to be fortresses
of rational thinking in pursuit of
truth. The academy, however, is
surrendering the field of truth to the
forces of suppression, relativism,
and nonsense. Moral confusion and
irrationality are seeping into higher
education. That will eventually lead
to intellectual anarchy. Truth can’t
be pursued without robust and free
communication exchanges on the
challenging issues of the day.
Such is the devaluing of free
expression at universities that pretty
much every campus across America
can provide examples in which
speakers have been shouted down
or students have been sanctioned for
crossing ideological lines. Already
this semester, multiple campuses
have seen examples of intellectual
constriction. Conservative commentator Tomi Lahren’s speech at
the University of New Mexico was
shut down by disruptive students.
Marquette University’s opening
convocation was interrupted and
then canceled because protesting
students took over the stage. Several student groups at the University
of California have decided to ban
speakers who support Israel.
These higher profile incidents
get a bit of public attention, but
operating under the radar are ideologically driven professors, bias

response teams, required courses in
diversity, and advocacy operations
masquerading as student affairs
offices.
All of this is happening while
colleges deemphasize academic
offerings in American government, logical thinking, classics,
and history. Some colleges now
require applicants for original hire
or promotion to pass a litmus test
in which the professor must declare
commitment to diversity and equity.
The academic world too often
now seeks only certain “truths”
that fit in narrow ideological paths.
The ultimate effect is a campus-wide chilling that limits wider
debate and analysis. People aren’t
allowed to question particular
“truths.” A fully rigorous intellectual climate supports the questioning
of established answers in a civil

manner, but the gulag environment
that dominates much higher education discourages questioning that
veers out of established lanes.
The Foundation for Individual
Rights and Expression (FIRE)
recently released its annual assessment of free speech conditions
on campuses across the country.
Universities are ranked based on
student surveys and the wording
of campus speech codes. FIRE also
took into account whether universities had sanctioned faculty for
speech violations and if the schools
had disinvited guest speakers.
That last factor needs to be
recast in future FIRE rankings.
The key is not just whether a
university disinvites a speaker. It
matters more whether speakers of
wide intellectual interests can even
get an invitation in the first place.

Odds are that Stanford and Oberlin
aren’t bringing Second Amendment
supporters or pro-life advocates to
speak on campus.
The stunning and depressing
results of the FIRE student survey
show universities are not creating
free expression environments that
engage a search for truth. Almost
two thirds of all students report
self-censoring, with conservative
students most likely to report they
can’t express their opinions freely.
Wide majorities of students want
to ban speakers who would provide
the “wrong” perspective on topics
such as abortion, race, gender
identity or election fraud. FIRE
CEO Greg Lukianoff said in a press
release that the free expression
condition on campuses “has gotten
worse in the last few years.”
It can’t be surprising, given the

limited range of perception provided on campus, that students polarize
themselves and are unwilling to
explore alternative views. A recent
survey showed that over 60 percent
of Democratic college students
would oppose sharing a dorm room
with a fellow student of a different
political party.
University administrations need
to be held accountable for creating
campus cultures in which students’
minds are narrowed and the pursuit
of truth is truncated. These highpriced administrators have clearly
failed to convey to students that
truth can only be pursued by debating broadly on difficult topics.
When robust debate is avoided,
the search for truth is also avoided.
Sadly, the narrow vision of
students is likely just mimicking
the narrow rhetorical range of their
administrators and professors.
Graduating a generation of
college students who lack the civic
understanding necessary to support
free expression in pursuit of truth
will have long term consequences.
The Constitutional framers created
a free expression culture in which
debate was unlimited, and with
a hope that effective reasoning
would lead to the best decisions
based on hard-argued truth. If such
a rhetorical climate can’t happen in
the idealistic setting of higher education, the nation is in for chaotic
times, indeed.
*****
Jeffrey M. McCall is a media
critic and professor of communication at DePauw University. He has
worked as a radio news director, a
newspaper reporter and as a political media consultant. Follow him
on Twitter @Prof_McCall.

Judge rules on policy suppressing conservative views

By Bob Unruh
An organization that started out protecting individual rights in America’s academic
world, and now has expanded to call itself the
Foundation for Individual Rights and Expression, still is working on college misbehavior.
The organization has announced a victory
in its fight with a California college.
There, Clovis Community College had imposed an unconstitutional speech code “that
resulted in the suppression of conservative
students’ viewpoints.”
And that was struck down by a federal
judge, the FIRE reported.
A judge ruled for three students from a
chapter of Young Americans for Freedom
who wanted to criticize authoritarianism on
campus.
They did this by putting up posters listing
the death tolls from communist regimes,
which the school ordered taken down.
Judge Jennifer Thurston said, however,
that the First Amendment doesn’t allow administrators to regulate the content of student

speech by claiming that once students post
a flyer, it suddenly “becomes” the college’s
speech.
The court warned “a government entity
cannot avoid constitutional requirements
merely by declaring it can do so.”

(Continued from Page 23)
active or former leader.
But that same scrutiny, criticism and analysis isn’t being applied to the person with true
power, the one who currently occupies the
Oval Office. Biden just signed a student loan
forgiveness plan, which some estimates place
at a cost of $1 trillion dollars, without any
authorization from Congress. He advocates
spending trillions of dollars and that doing so
will reduce 40-year-high inflation.
He continues to insist the U.S. Southern
border is secure despite a record 2 million
people entering illegally in the last year.
And he continues to be completely silent on
cashless bail laws allowing violent criminals
(Continued from Page 19)
school, a friend of mine got — as it was
referred to in those days — pregnant out of
wedlock. She could not bear the stigma of
what that meant, and rather than face it, she
chose suicide. But I also had a friend who
was in the exact same situation and chose to
go out of town to a distant relative and have
her baby and give it up for adoption.
Years went by, and she carried on with
graduating from high school and having a
normal life for a teenager. No one (except her
parents and me) knew about her pregnancy
and having the baby.
But many more years went by, and as
things change over time, her adopted son
sought to find his birth mother — which took
a lot of work — but he found her.
You can’t imagine how happy she was
when that happened. It brought them both
great joy, and even the adoptive parents were
fine with that. The son happened to live in
the town where I was living at the time, and
since his mother and I were still friends, and
in contact, she told me all about the joy of

Concha

Maramis

to return to the street only to commit crimes
and hurt or kill people again and again.
These are just some of the serious problems impacting this country. A recent Gallup
poll finds 86 percent of voters saying they are
dissatisfied with the direction of the country.
And only 35 percent of Democrats want
Biden as their 2024 nominee, per a recent
ABC News-Washington Post poll. Worthy
of a book, don’t you think?
It’s reasonable for so many journalists to
want to write about a president. Problem is,
they’re fixated on the wrong one.
*****
Joe Concha is a media and politics columnist.

“The court told Clovis what we’ve been
telling them all along: You can’t censor
students just because you don’t like their
message,” said FIRE attorney Jeff Zeman.
“The fight isn’t over. We’ve defeated this
unconstitutional policy, but we won’t stop
until Clovis treats all student speech equally.”
The court order instructed the college to
drop its speech code.
“We wanted to criticize authoritarian governments, but we had no idea that our own
college would try to stop us,” said YAF-Clovis founder Alejandro Flores. “I’m glad we
fought back, because all students should be
able to speak out at college.”
The fight came out of plans by Flores and
club members Daniel Florses and Juliette
Colunga. They got permission to hang three
flyers on bulletin boards, citing those death
tolls.
Explained the FIRE: “Emails obtained
via a public records request reveal that soon
after the flyers went up, a Clovis administrator wrote that he would ‘gladly’ take the
flyers down, following complaints about

their content. The administrator also wrote
that approving the flyers in the first place
may have been a ‘mistake,’ and that Clovis
instead should have censored them under a
policy that states: ‘Posters with inappropriate
or offense [sic] language or themes are not
permitted and will not be approved.’”
Lori Bennett, Clovis president, then ordered them removed, and invented “a brand
new rule” that insists flyers double as club
announcements.
“If you need a reason, you can let them
know that [we] agreed they aren’t club announcements,” Bennett wrote to Clovis staff.
Only Clovis does not have a policy on
the books that requires flyers to be club
announcements, the FIRE said.
The school used the same pretext in banning pro-life flyers, too.
The organization said, “Public colleges
like Clovis are bound by the First Amendment, and it is unconstitutional to treat
student groups differently based on their
viewpoints. Clovis’ vague policy banning
‘inappropriate’ or ‘offense [sic]’ themes —
terms that could apply to just about anything
— puts protected expression in jeopardy by
allowing administrators to arbitrarily decide
which opinions are inappropriate or offensive
and which deserve to be heard.”
FIRE took to the courts last month, seeking to not just end the censorship but hold
college officials accountable.
*****
Bob Unruh joined WND in 2006 after
nearly three decades with the Associated
Press, as well as several Upper Midwest
newspapers, where he covered everything
from legislative battles and sports to tornadoes and homicidal survivalists. He is also
a photographer whose scenic work has been
used commercially.

being in his life after all that time, and he
was so open to knowing her and seeing her.
She is considered part of their family now
and she wouldn’t change it for the world. She
can never regret not having an abortion, and
considering how many parents are desperate
for finding a child to adopt but cannot find
one, she knew he would go to a good home
and be given all the love and care that he
needed.
Giving up a child for adoption is a big decision to make, but if you can see that it is the
best thing for both of you, and that probably
today IF you want to be found, it is probably
much easier than it would have been back in
the ‘50s or ‘60s, both the natural mother and
the child can have a happy reunion. If, on the
other hand, it was adoption or abortion, and
the mother-to-be wanted to choose abortion
but was encouraged to go with adoption, that
mother might not choose to ever see her baby
or child again.
You can always say no to a child who
finds you if you want to, but you can’t wish
your child back from an abortion. And good

loving adoptive parents can teach their baby
from the beginning how much they wanted
him or her and the child will come to know
that and not feel deprived of parental love.
I can imagine that with both of my friends
the choice was hard and the anguish was
similar in many ways. But there is no “return”
button on death for either the baby-to-be or
the pregnant mother. Somehow I feel that
if there were, the friend who chose suicide
would have a change of heart and do as my
other friend did.
And in case people say, “But I don’t have
an out-of-town relative that I can go and stay
with,” today the embarrassment or stigma is
not the same. Entertainers or celebrities are
having babies all over “out of wedlock” and
proudly showing off their baby “bumps” in
public.
Not that I’m a fan of careless conception,
but if you play the game there are consequences, and it’s not just about an “Oh well!
If I get pregnant I can just get an abortion.”
Grown-ups (and even older children like my
high school friend) need to take responsibility

and do the right thing.
If there must be abortions (and sometimes
there must be), let them be for those times
when it’s an emergency. Learn how to avoid
pregnancies if you don’t want to get pregnant
in the first place, and face up to what already
is growing if that happens.
We should never need to debate life.
Someday you can look up all the babies
that were “almost aborted,” but lived to a
last-minute change of heart or fluke of some
kind and see what they’ve contributed to
the world.
Let the debates go on, but as for me, it’s
situational and only you, the mother, can
know how you feel about it.
God bless all the babies that are yet to be
born and all the mothers that wish they made
a better choice. Their sorrow may linger on.
*****
Maramis Choufani is the Managing Editor of the Las Vegas Tribune. She writes a
weekly column in this newspaper. To contact
Maramis, email her at maramistribune@
gmail.com.
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City of Las Vegas recognizes 10th
anniversary of The Neon Museum

The Neon Museum received a special
proclamation from the city of Las Vegas on
Thursday evening, Oct. 27, 2022, to commemorate its 10th anniversary of the opening
of its current campus on Las Vegas Boulevard
in historic downtown Las Vegas on Oct. 27,
2012. Councilman Cedric Crear presented
the proclamation in person to The Neon
Museum’s executive director, Aaron Berger
inside the museum’s Neon Boneyard, home
to its iconic neon sign collection.
“The Neon Museum brings great distinction and honor to Ward 5 and all of Las
Vegas,” stated Councilman Cedric Crear. “As
a Las Vegas native, I applaud the Museum’s
commitment to telling the stories of our city’s
history — including those stories that might
be lesser known, like the civil rights effort in
Las Vegas or the unique cultural contributions
of community members. These are important historical stories for us to celebrate and
for people to hear, now and for generations
to come. I congratulate the Museum on its
10-year anniversary and look forward to
supporting its future endeavors.”
“Receiving this recognition from the city
of Las Vegas and Councilman Crear is a great
honor, because The Neon Museum would
not exist had it not been for the support and
efforts of the city,” said Aaron Berger, executive director of The Neon Museum. “We are
incredibly fortunate to have our city leadership partner with us to preserve, present, and
educate locals and visitors about the history
of our great city.”
On Friday evening, The Neon Museum
will continue to celebrate its 10th anniversary with a special ticketed event at Jungle
Palace, the private estate of former Las Vegas
illusionists Siegfried & Roy.
The once-in-a-lifetime outdoor formal affair includes guided tours inside the remarkable home led by S & R company and crew

Councilman Cedric Crear presented the proclamation in person
to The Neon Museum’s executive director, Aaron Berger.
who knew the pair well. The evening will other friends and colleagues of the illusionists
include a special appearance by their stage will share their personal anecdotes too.
partner and close friend, Lynette Chappell,
At the event, The Neon Museum will
known as “The Evil Queen.”
award the institution’s founding president,
Her intimate stories will highlight the on Barbara Molasky, with its Glow Award to
and off-stage lives of Siegfried & Roy, and recognize her steadfast dedication and ex-

traordinary contributions to establish The
Neon Museum.
Her efforts trace back to 1996, ultimately
leading to the opening of the current museum
campus in 2012 that has welcomed more than
a million visitors over the last decade.
About The Neon Museum
Founded in 1996, The Neon Museum is a
non-profit 501(c)3 organization dedicated to
collecting, preserving, studying, and exhibiting iconic Las Vegas signs for educational,
historic, arts and cultural enrichment. Fully
accredited by the American Alliance of Museums (AAM), The Neon Museum has been
ranked No. 1 in Las Vegas Weekly’s list of
“Twenty Greatest Attractions in Las Vegas
History,” Nevada’s “Best Museum” by MSN,
No. 1 Pop Culture museum and one of the 10
Best Museums in Las Vegas by USA Today’s
10best.com, “One of the Top 10 Coolest
Things You Didn’t Know You Could Do”
by Forbes.com, one of the “Top 10 Historic
Spots in Las Vegas” by Vegas.com; one of
“15 Most Fascinating Museums in the U.S.”
by VacationIdea.com; and earns a consistent
4.5 out of 5 rating on TripAdvisor. On its
2.27-acre campus, The Neon Museum has
an outdoor exhibition space known as the
Neon Boneyard; the North Gallery, home
to the immersive audiovisual experience
“Brilliant! Jackpot” which uses technology
to re-illuminate more than 40 non-operational
signs; and its visitors’ center inside the former La Concha Motel lobby. The museum
collection also includes nine restored signs
installed as public art in downtown Las Vegas. Public education, outreach, research, and
arts conservation represent a selection of the
museum’s ongoing projects.
For more information, including tour
schedules and tickets, visit www.neonmuseum.org. Also follow @NeonMuseum on
Facebook and

southeast of Lamb Boulevard and Cheyenne
Avenue. On-site hours are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on
Friday, Nov. 11 and Saturday, Nov. 12. About
200 vehicles and 300 lots of miscellaneous

items will be sold. No airport lost and found
items are available for preview but pictures
of the lots of items being sold are in the
online catalog.
“The November auction is our largest
and most popular of the year,” said David
Johnson, director of Clark County’s Automotive and Central Services Division. “We
encourage interested bidders to come to the
preview because it gives you the opportunity
to see some items in person before placing
their bids online. Everything you see on the
lot will be sold to the highest bidder.”
Clark County works with TNT Auction
to host three surplus auctions each year,
typically in February, May and November,
to sell vehicles and equipment used or acquired by government agencies in Southern
Nevada. Participating agencies include the
area cities, local police departments and the
state of Nevada. For further details, the public
may contact TNT Auction’s toll free at (855)
317-5133.

Pronghorn make their way across the desert toward the mountains of Northern Nevada.

just shows why we really need to be taking
action.”
The new bipartisan infrastructure bill provides $350 million over the next five years
to construct more wildlife bridges and underpasses to allow animals to migrate freely.
Madeleine West, director of the Public
Lands Center for the Theodore Roosevelt
Conservation Partnership, said the state can
make good use of the funds.
“It’s voluntary fence removal,” said West,
“and providing incentives to private landowners to retrofit fences so that animals don’t
get trapped, or building wildlife crossings.”
The report also encourages more cooperation between city, county, state, tribal
and federal authorities to ensure that new
developments, industry and solar arrays do
not interfere with wildlife migration.

Fall government surplus auctions to be hosted online

Vehicles and equipment can be
previewed by public on Nov. 11-12.
Starting Friday, Nov. 11, Clark County
and participating government agencies will
host a trio of online surplus auctions for
vehicles and equipment and miscellaneous
items on TNT Auction’s website at www.
tntauction.com.
Catalogs listing hundreds of items to be
sold will be available for viewing on TNT’s
website and regularly updated as the dates of
the sales get closer.
Information about registering as a bidder
and the terms and conditions for participation
also is on the website. All bidding will take
place online starting at 9 a.m. on the date of
each sale:
—Friday, Nov. 11 — Harry Reid International Airport Lost and Found items
—Monday, Nov. 14 — Vehicle and
Equipment
—Tuesday, Nov. 15 — Miscellaneous
(includes computers and office equipment)

Nov. 11 & 12 Public Preview: The public
will be able to preview most of the vehicles
and miscellaneous items being sold at TNT’s
auction yard lot at 4530 Alto Ave., located

Report underscores importance of wildlife migration corridors
A recent report calls on western states
to do more to protect wildlife migration
corridors.
The migration routes are critical to
animals such as pronghorn and mule deer,
which travel between their summer habitat
in the mountains of Northern Nevada to the
surrounding lowlands.
Report co-author Matt Skroch is program
director for U.S. Public Lands and Rivers
Conservation with the Pew Charitable Trusts.
“These animals migrate into warmer
valleys that have less snowpack where they
can still access forage and overwinter,” said
Skroch. “If they can’t journey along these
migration routes, in many cases, the populations decline.”
He added that wildlife supports tens of
thousands of jobs in the multibillion-dollar
outdoor recreation industry throughout the
West.
Last year Gov. Steve Sisolak issued
an executive order requiring the Nevada
Department of Wildlife to create a Wildlife
Corridor Connectivity Plan and work with
the Department of Transportation to incorporate wildlife concerns as the agency builds
and repairs roads.
Christi Cabrera-Georgeson, deputy director of the Nevada Conservation League,
noted that five thousand animals die each
year in wildlife-vehicle collisions in Nevada.
“According to the Department of Transportation, there have been more than 500
reported wildlife-vehicle collisions each
year,” said Cabrera-Georgeson. “That costs
the state about $20 million annually. So this

Sunset Park’d food truck festival returns to Las Vegas
Sunset Park’d, the food truck festival, is
returning to Las Vegas this weekend.
Clark County Parks and Recreation says
the event will take place from noon to 8 p.m.
on Saturday, Nov. 5, at Sunset Park.
Some of the valley’s best food trucks will
be on-site, along with alcohol tastings, live
music, pro-wrestling exhibitions, carnival
rides and more.
There will also be a “Vegan Village,” featuring exclusively vegan and vegetarian fare.
Admission and parking are free. Tickets
for the alcohol-tasting garden start at $25
per person.
Visit SunsetParkd.com to learn more and
to purchase tickets for the alcohol garden.
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Three Truths about Encouragement in Leadership
By Doug Dickerson
“How do you know someone
needs encouragement? They are
breathing.” — S. Truett Cathy
A young boy, on an errand for
his mother, had just bought a dozen
eggs.
Walking out of the store, he
tripped and dropped the sack. All
the eggs broke, and the sidewalk
was a mess. The boy tried not to cry.
A few people gathered to see if
he was okay and to tell him how
sorry they were. In the midst of the
words of pity, one man handed the
boy a quarter.
Then he turned to the group
and said, “I care twenty-five cents
worth. How much do the rest of
you care?”
In many ways, encouragement
is the lifeblood of leadership. So
long as you are around a person
who’s breathing they need encouragement.
While it may not be hard to
imagine what your organizational
culture would be like without encouragement taking place, imagine
what the possibilities would be like
if it were?
The challenge in leadership as it
relates to encouragement is to be as
generous as possible.
Encouragement is the lifeblood
of any organization. Here are a
few reasons why you need to pass
it along.

DoUg DICkErsoN
Encouragement
can be a game-changer
A word of encouragement given
at the right time can make the difference between success and failure
for the person receiving it. And in
some cases, it’s not so much the
uplifting word spoken that made
the difference, but the timing of it
that turned things around.
A word of encouragement given
at the right time can make the difference between success and failure
for the person receiving it.
It’s been said that everyone is
facing struggles we know nothing
about. You never know how your
word of encouragement can give a
person that extra dose of confidence
to continue on and not give up.

Never underestimate the power of
a kind word.
Encouragement
is a unifier
Just as gossip and office politics
tends to divide, encouragement sets
the bar at a higher level. Encouragement tends to bring people together
in a way that destructive words
never will. Your organization will
grow stronger and healthier when
words of encouragement are at the
center of your conversations.

BEHIND THE MIKE

The Life in Your Years

By Michael A. Aun
The often-quoted Abraham
Lincoln once observed: “And in the
end, it is not the years in your life,
but the life in your years.” Are your
taking advantage of the life left in
your years?
One of the things I learned early
on in my life was not to wish for
things I can not have. We spend
most of our lives trying to change
the tragedy that led us to where we
find ourselves in life. Sometimes
you can not untie the knot. What
are your choices?
Cut the knot or learn to live
with it. You cannot undo a tragedy
in your life, but you can try to live
with your loss. Instead of surrendering to tragedy, we should embrace
it as a strength.
I got ugly early and realized my I
would never have the benefit of a lot
of choices… especially in the way
of women. So okay…when I found
the right one, I was smart enough
to hang onto her. Best decision I
ever made!
What if we make a mistake in
our choices with a mate? There is
this thing called divorce, but to me
that is surrendering to a tragedy of
a bad choice and thus the purpose
behind our choice.
What is the only thing worse
than not getting what you want out
of life? Answer: getting it. Buddha
observed: “The root of all suffering
is attachment.” In other words, be
careful of what you wish for… you
may get it, and that may be more
than you bargained for.
So… where does your uncomfortable zone end and your comfortable zone begin? Those who stay
the course may find that the more
discomfort they feel, the stronger they may become as a result.
Instead of becoming bitter, they
become better… not a bad outcome.
The saddest tragedy in life is the
unfulfilled dreams that die within
you because you failed to make the

MICHAEL A. AUN
effort. Those same dreams become
nightmares that keep you awake at
night with the scorching question…
“What if?”
Occasionally one must disturb
your nightmares with possibilities
of fulfilling a dream. Put another
way, we all occasionally need a
laxative to move things along. The
greatest of all tragedies is to not
bother to dream at all.
When we dare to dream greatly
what we are really saying is that we

dare to fail greatly. Therein lay the
real constipation in life, limiting
what we can become. Aim small,
miss small, so the old saying goes.
Do not be afraid to dream big because you deserve the best YOUR
life has to offer.
Einstein observed, “Never give
up on what you really want to do.
The person with big dreams is
more powerful than one with all
the facts.” In the end, if you cannot
dream it, you will never achieve
it. You cannot let your dreams
die within you… just keep trying.
Failure is a stepping-stone to success. Fall ten times, get back up the
eleventh. Quitting is not an option.
The truth is if we want something we have never had… we
must do something or invest in
something we have never done. Are
you willing to fail that many times?
For your maker’s sake, I hope so.
Dreams are the seeds we plant for
our future.
Michael Aun is a syndicated columnist and writes a weekly column
for this newspaper. To contact Michael Aun go to www.aunline.com.

If you are looking for ways to
bring your people together, look
first at the way in which you communicate with your people.
Bringing your people together
begins with words of encouragement. So long as your people know
you have their backs it makes every
other conversation better.
Encouragement
builds relationships
One of the benefits of encouragement is that it builds bonds
between you and your people. It’s
easy to come together over words
of encouragement, but the relationships that emerge from it are where
you can really make improvements.
This is where you can take your
people to a higher level and out of
their comfort zones.
Developing relationships takes
time and commitment. It begins

with the power of your words.
Encouragement for the sake of encouragement is always good. But at
some point, you want to take your
people to a higher level. Encouragement sets the table to do so.
Final Thoughts
If there’s ever been a time for
encouragement in the workplace
it’s now. Many of your colleagues
and friends are hungry for an
encouraging word of support. Be
the voice of hope. Be the voice
of understanding. Be the voice of
encouragement that others need.
Who have you encouraged
today?
*****
Doug Dickerson is a syndicated
columnist. He writes a weekly column for this newspaper. To contact
Doug Dickerson go to www.dougdickerson.net.

Bob Beckett
Attorney At Law

Elected 5 terms as Nye County District Attorney
Practice areas
Criminal defense, Personal injury, Bankruptcy
and debt, Car accident, DUI and DWI
Licensed for 29 years
AVVO CONTRIBUTIONS
Beckett knows Nevada criminal law
— especially how to get the most out of
the probation/monitoring system.
Beckett provides very effective and
personable service — His fees are also fair

During these Covid-19 days, the Urantia Book Study
Group has taken to Zoom, as many other meetings
have. As always, this high-level discussion group
is for all faiths, all ages,and all those seeking
answers to their unanswered questions.
Call 775-505-5058 for details

(702) 334-4886
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Social Security awareneSS

three smart ways to get
more Social Security benefits
By Maurie Backman
The Motley Fool
It’s estimated that nearly half of U.S.
households today have no money set aside
for retirement. And that can only mean one
thing: Countless workers will come to rely
heavily on Social Security once their careers
come to a close.
If you’re counting on Social Security to
pay your bills in retirement, you should know
that there are steps you can take to boost
your benefits and get more money out of the
program. Here are just a few strategies you
might employ.
1. Extend your career once your earnings reach a high
Your Social Security benefits are calculated based on your highest 35 years of
earnings. But if you’re like most people, you
probably earned an entry-level salary when
you first started working, and will find yourself making considerably more money later
on in your career. Therefore, if you extend
your career a few years past your originally

anticipated retirement date, you’ll boost your
benefits by replacing some lower-earning
years with higher-earning years.
Here’s a simplified example. Imagine
you worked every year between the ages of
30 and 65, only for the first three years of
your career, you earned $25,000 annually. If
you’re earning $100,000 by age 65 and you
work three more years instead of retiring
at that point, you’ll replace three years of
$25,000 in income with $100,000 in income.
And that, in turn, could raise your benefits
substantially.
2. Fight for raises throughout your
career
We just learned that Social Security benefits are earnings-based, so it stands to reason
that the more money you make while you’re
working, the more you stand to collect as a
senior. That’s why it pays to fight for raises
during your working years. Daunting as
those conversations might be, it’s important
to keep tabs on what your industry is paying

and make sure your earnings are up to par.
Remember, the salary you make at one
job will likely influence the compensation
you receive at the next job you take, and
then the job after that, and so forth. If you
have reason to believe you’re not being paid
what you’re worth, present that data to your
manager and make your case. Similarly, if
you’re a top performer at your company and
consistently go above and beyond, you can
request a pay bump even if your wages are
decent to begin with.
3. Wait until you turn 70 to file for
benefits
Once your full monthly Social Security
benefit amount is determined based on your
earnings record, you’ll be eligible to collect
it upon reaching full retirement age. (You can
technically file for benefits as early as age 62,
but if you don’t wait until full retirement age,
your payments will be reduced.)
That said, if you hold off on filing for
benefits past full retirement age, you’ll snag

an 8 percent boost in payments for each
year you delay. This means that if you’re
looking at a full monthly benefit of $1,500
at a full retirement age of 67, waiting until
age 70 will increase each monthly payment
to $1,860 — for life.
Keep in mind, however, that this incentive
runs out at age 70. Therefore, while you don’t
have to file for benefits once you turn 70,
there’s really no reason not to.
Even if you can’t manage to wait on
benefits until your 70th birthday, holding off
for any amount of time will result in higher
monthly payments. So if your full retirement
age is 67 and your health starts failing at 68,
thereby causing you to have to leave your job,
you’ll still get an 8 percent boost in benefits
out of the deal.
The more money you collect from Social
Security during your golden years, the easier
a time you’ll have making ends meet. Follow
these tips to increase your benefits, and with
any luck, you’ll manage to enjoy the comfortable retirement you deserve.

Do you think your income-related
Medicare Premium is incorrect?
By Barbara Duckett
Social Security Public Affairs
Specialist in Las Vegas
Medicare is our country’s health
insurance program for people age
65 or older.
Certain people younger than age
65 can qualify for Medicare, too,
including those with disabilities and
those who have permanent kidney
failure.
If you’re a Medicare beneficiary
who has been informed that you
must pay more for your Medicare
Part B or Medicare prescription
drug coverage premium because of
your income, and you disagree with
the decision that you need to pay a
higher premium amount, you may
request an appeal.
The fastest and easiest way to
file an appeal of your decision is
by visiting www.socialsecurity.gov/
disability/appeal.
You can file online and provide
documents electronically to support
your appeal. You can also file an
appeal online even if you live outside of the United States. You may
also request an appeal in writing
by completing a Request for Reconsideration (Form SSA-561-U2)
at www.socialsecurity.gov/forms/
ssa-561.html.
If you don’t have access to the
internet, you can request a copy of
the form by calling us at 1-800-7721213 (TTY 1-800-325-0778).
Learn more by reading our publication Medicare Premiums: Rules
for Higher-Income Beneficiaries at

www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs/EN05-10536.pdf.
Know someone who hasn’t
signed up for Medicare yet? They
can use our online Medicare application if they:
—Are at least 64 years and 9
months old;

—Want to sign up for Medicare
but do not currently have ANY
Medicare coverage;
—Do not want to start receiving Social Security benefits at this
time; and
—Are not currently receiving
Social Security retirement, disabil-

ity, or survivors benefits.
Remind them that they should
sign up for Medicare three months
before reaching age 65, even if they
are not ready to start receiving retirement benefits. They can opt out
of beginning to receive retirement
benefits now once they are in the

online application. Then they can
apply online for retirement benefits
later.
You can learn all you need to
know at www.socialsecurity.gov/
benefits/medicare and easily share
these resources with family and
friends.
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What You
Need To
Know
By Dr Nina Radcliff

Marijuana

By Dr. Nina Radcliff, MD
Many experts agree that the
tension between a widespread
belief that cannabis is an effective
treatment for a myriad of ailments
and a lack of scientific knowledge
on its effects, has been exacerbated
in recent times by significant lobbying efforts with drives toward
legalization. The rise in use and
legalization is prompting major
public health concerns. Here, we
look at some scientific evidence
about the health risks of marijuana
use that continues to fuel concerns.
People often use the words
“cannabis” and “marijuana” interchangeably, but they don’t mean exactly the same thing. The National
Institute of Health explains:
—The word “cannabis” refers to
all products derived from the plant
Cannabis sativa.
—The cannabis plant contains
about 540 chemical substances.
—The word “marijuana” refers
to parts of or products from the
plant Cannabis sativa that contain
substantial amounts of tetrahydrocannabinol (THC). THC is the substance that’s primarily responsible
for the effects of marijuana on a
person’s mental state.
—Under U.S. law, cannabis
plants that contain very little THC
plants are considered “industrial
hemp” rather than marijuana.

Medical Marijuana
Experts agree that cannabis is
directly useful for treating only a
small number of conditions. And
today, for most of these, there are
better alternatives. Specifically
for multiple sclerosis, it may be a
temporary treatment for those who
suffer from nausea and vomiting
related to cancer chemotherapy.
Additionally, research on cannabis
for other conditions is in early stages and, in some cases, nonexistent.
There is no evidence that marijuana improves stomach ailments,
anxiety, or depression — common
reasons cited for medical marijuana
use. It’s the “high” that cannabis
offers that users claim provides
temporary relief. However, the cost
is that it can worsen the underlying
problem and becomes a dangerous
form of self-medicating.
Cannabis Usage Harms
—Respiratory: Lungs were
only meant to breathe oxygen, not
smoke tobacco, marijuana, or other
items (vaping, hookah). Cannabis
clearly injures the delicate lining of
respiratory airways which has been
shown to lead to chronic cough,
phlegm production, wheezing,
and bronchitis/inflammation of
the airways.
—There’s accumulating evidence that regular cannabis use
can alter brain function, especially

in networks that support working
memory, attention, and cognitive
control processing.
—Addiction, also referred to as
marijuana use disorder, can lead
to dependence, which is when a
person experiences withdrawal
symptoms if the drug is not in their
system. Symptoms include craving,
withdrawal, lack of control, and
negative effects on personal and
professional responsibilities.
—Gateway drug: Cannabis use
has been shown to alter the brain’s
reward system, making it more likely that the user will self-administer
other harmful drugs — and develop
an addiction to them.
—Memory impairment occurs
because a marijuana compound,
THC, alters how the hippocampus
(the area in the brain that processes
information and forms memory) is
altered. And the effects can last for
weeks after!
— Violence: Cannabis use increases aggressiveness, paranoia,
and personality changes (more
suspicious, aggressive, angry).
Interestingly, up to 31 percent of
homicide victims tested positive
for marijuana use. While the cause
of this is not understood, it is
alarming.
—Cannabis hyperemesis syndrome is a condition that leads to
repeated and severe bouts of vomiting and retching. It’s extremely

unpleasant and can lead to severe
dehydration that can result in kidney failure, and even death.
—Smoking high-potency marijuana regularly has been associated with a five-fold increase in
psychosis, the loss of contact with
reality. A person’s thoughts and
perceptions are disturbed, and they
may have difficulty understanding
what is real or not.
—Erectile dysfunction: The inability to get and keep an erection,
known as ED, has been shown to
double with the use of cannabis.
Additionally, it creates hormone
imbalances which can negatively
impact sperm quality and gynecomastia, an abnormal increase in
breast gland tissue in boys/men.
—Blood sugar levels can drop
immediately after consumption
and can last for several hours. This
is particularly dangerous in those
who take medications for diabetes.
The combination of a medication
to lower blood sugar levels and the
addition of cannabis can be dangerous, even deadly.
—Weight gain results from appetite stimulation
—Dangerous interactions with
certain medications (e.g., blood
thinners and sedatives) can occur
—The use of cannabis has been
linked to an increased risk of motor
vehicle crashes.
—Research shows that marijua-

na use affects timing, movement,
and coordination, which can harm
balance and athletic or motor performance.
—Marijuana can cause permanent IQ loss that is significant—as
much as 8 points! This does not
come back, even after quitting
marijuana.
—Science confirms that marijuana users are more likely to
have relationship problems, worse
educational outcomes, lower career achievement, and reduced life
satisfaction.
Marijuana use comes with real
risks that can impact a person’s
health and life with negative and
long-term effects. As recreational
and “medicinal” use increases, my
hope is that people use discernment
and look at how various industries
have pushed profit over public
health.
*****
This article is for general information only and should not be
used for the diagnosis or treatment
of medical conditions and cannot
substitute for the advice from your
medical professional. Dr. Nina has
used all reasonable care in compiling the current information but
it may not apply to you and your
symptoms. Always consult a doctor
or other health care professional
for diagnosis and treatment of
medical conditions.
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