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“I may disapprove of what you say, but I will defend to the death your right to say it” — Voltaire

Here’s how insane things
have gotten under Biden

By Chuck Muth
While I continue recovering from Monday’s demolition derby accident, I’m going
to “cheat” and just quote some other writers
today to take us into early voting, starting
with this brilliant piece on our current state
of insanity (author unknown) …
—Somehow it’s un-American for the
census to count how many Americans are
in America.
—Russians influencing our elections are
bad, but illegals voting in our elections are
good.
—It was cool for Joe Biden to “blackmail”
the President of Ukraine.
—Twenty is too young to drink a beer, but
eighteen is old enough to vote.

—People who have never owned slaves
should pay slavery reparations to people who
have never been slaves.
—People who have never been to college
should pay the debts of college students who
took out huge loans for their degrees.
—Immigrants with tuberculosis and polio
are welcome, but you’d better be able to
prove your dog is vaccinated.
—Irish doctors and German engineers
who want to immigrate to the U.S. must go
through a rigorous vetting process, but any
illiterate gang member or terrorist who jumps
the southern fence is welcome.
—$5 billion for border security is too
expensive, but $1.5 trillion for “free” health
care is not.

—If you cheat to get into college you go to
prison, but if you cheat to get into the country
you go to college for free.
—If you cheat in an election nothing
happens to you, but if you point out the
mathematical errors of that election you are
a conspiracy theorist and disdained.
—People who say there is no such thing
as gender are demanding a female President
—We see other countries going Socialist
and collapsing, but it seems like a great plan
for us.
—Some people are held responsible for
things that happened before they were born,
and other people are not held responsible for
what they are doing right now.
(See Biden Insanity, Page 3)

My Point Henderson City Council race turns up
of
View the heat as more information surfaces
By Rolando Larraz
The My Point of View
opinions went blank on
February 8, 2022 in memory of the founder and editor-in-chief of this publication, Rolando Larraz, who
during the last 25 years
expressed his point of view
and opinions on matters of
interest to this community.

By Steve Sanson
Veterans in Politics International
Early voting for the City Council
Seat in Ward 3 (#earlyvoting) will
run from October 22 through November 4th.
Here is why it is imperative that
you vote for Carrie Cox Henderson
City Council 2022.
Carrie is the ONLY candidate
that is endorsed by the Henderson
Police Officers’ Association, the
Henderson Police Supervisors’ Association, the Nevada Association

CARRIE COX

of Public Safety Officers, and the
Henderson Professional Firefighters and is supported by our newly
elected Clark County Sheriff.
The Henderson Police Department is hemorrhaging officers, is in
disarray and the Chief is not qualified, nor fit to run the department.
The Chief is constantly spreading false narratives to the citizens
of Henderson. Spewing incorrect
crime statistics is only one instance
of his unbecoming behavior.
The city council as it stands now

is a disgrace. The present Mayor,
Debra March, has run both the City
and HPD into the ground.
Not to mention she “allegedly”
misused campaign funds for personal trips, dinners, etc.
Newly elected Mayor, Michelle
Romero is trying to stack the Henderson City Council by endorsing
and campaigning for Carrie’s opponent, a commercial real estate
agent, Trish Nash.
Ask yourself, why a newly
(See Henderson Race, Page 5)

SUSIE LEE

cealed explosive, firearm or other
weapon.”
Caught and released.
In a speech touting background
checks to the Everytown gun-control gang featured on her campaign website (she’s now running
for mayor of North Las Vegas),
Spearman declared that “we can no
longer stand on the sidelines and act
as though it’s OK for people who
do not have the mental capacity to
understand the responsibility of gun
(See Gun Hipocrisy, Page 4)

Gun-grabber’s son shoots gun-grabber’s nephew
By Chuck Muth
On Thursday, Democrat Rep.
Susie Lee tweeted: “Guns don’t
belong in the hands of dangerous
people. We should all agree on
that.”
Well, we can certainly agree
they don’t belong in the hands of
the adopted son of Democrat State
Sen. Pat Spearman!
Spearman’s son shot her nephew
in her home Thursday night. Not
surprisingly, her son “previously
faced charges of carrying a con-

NAONCHE OSBORNE

Las Vegas teens sentenced to life in prison
with possible parole for murdering father
LAS VEGAS (KTNV) — Sierra
Halseth and Aaron Guerrero have
been sentenced to life in prison
with a chance of parole after 22
years for killing Halseth’s father in
April 2021.
The two have been found guilty
of several charges, including open
murder and credit card fraud. The
sentencing was part of a plea deal
to avoid the death penalty against
Aaron Guerrero, who was 18 when
the crime was committed.

Sierra Halseth and Aaron Guerrero,

Guerrero and Halseth were arrested in Utah on April 9, after the
body of Halseth’s father was found
in a fire.
During court proceedings,
Halseth read a letter before a judge
detailing several instances of sexual abuse and harassment from her
father, claiming he was a “drug
addict” and a “pedophile.”
Guerrero’s statement expressed
remorse over the killing of Daniel
(See Teens Get Life Page 4)

A couple wanted in connection to a murder case
in Las Vegas have been found dead, AZ police say

By Chris Boyette
CNN — A couple wanted in
connection with a murder in Las
Vegas last week were found dead
after leading police on a 35-mile

car chase and escaping into the
Arizona desert Friday, according
to the Mohave County Sheriff’s
Office.
Hunter McGuire, 26, and his

By Wayne Allyn Root
I hate to say “I told you so,” but
I told you so.
I’m not just a political radio and
TV talk-show host. I’m also a Vegas
oddsmaker and professional sports
handicapper — and I’ve got the
180-pound granite star on the Las
Vegas Walk of Stars to prove it. Before I ever got into politics, I spent
30 years as the top sports oddsmaker in America. The national media

dubbed me “America’s Oddsmaker” and “The King of Vegas Sports
Gambling.” I understand the odds.
I’ve used those skills to pick
political winners too. After seven
years on national radio and TV, and
thousands of predictions about politics, my record is the most accurate
in the media — by a mile. I’m not
perfect, but I’m batting .999.
I called this one a long time ago.
(See Wayne Allyn Root, Page 2)

girlfriend, Samantha Branek, 32,
were found by a Lake Havasu City
Police Department SWAT team
lying beside each other, each with
a single gunshot wound to the

head, the sheriff’s office said in a
statement.
McGuire had a rifle laying on
his chest and his wound is believed
(See Suspects Dead, Page 4)

Bet the House on a GOP landslide: ‘It’s the women, stupid’
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Beadle-Juiced: Anatomy of a liberal hit job
By Chuck Muth
Last week, the Nevada Independent took a figurative baseball bat
to the knees of Robert Beadles, a
relatively new-on-the-scene conservative activist in Reno.
I don’t know Mr. Beadles.
Never met him. Never talked to
him. Have only exchanged a couple recent emails over his lawsuit
contesting the GOP primary race
for governor.
He was not exactly a happy
camper that I didn’t get behind the
challenge and declined to meet with
me when I was up north a couple
weeks ago.
Nevertheless, the extensive
hit piece the Indy did cannot go
unchallenged. Let’s start with this:
Liberal blubber-blogger “Jonny
Jihad” Ralston — over-paid editor
of the Indy — tweeted out the following click-bait teaser about the
article…
“Other media have picked up
on how dangerous this crypto-carpetbagger is in NV, embracing out-
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Quote of the Week:

“...There’s no way to win against
unpredictability, to suit up
completely against accidents.”
—Alexandra Fuller

Please Note:

Although the Las Vegas Tribune is open to all and sundry
opinions about what we publish,
we wish to inform all those who
choose to submit their opinions
in writing to refrain from threatening anyone about whom an
article is written or the writer of
the article. In other words, any
opinions containing threats will
not be published. We thank you
for adhering to this policy.

Mission Statement

We search for the truth, embrace the truth, and print the
truth. If we inadvertently print
something that is not true, we
will let our readers know. We are
open to documented information
to shed light on any issue of
concern to our readers. We are
of service to our community, and
it is our intention to serve our
community the best way we can.

the world.”
The publication, Mr. Beadles
said, is “based and founded on
hundreds, if not thousands, of years
of tactics on how you overthrow
governments and how you would
do exactly this: Layer yourself in
every part of government to essentially destroy it from within.”
In fact, there’s nothing in the
article that suggests Mr. Beadles
thinks some Jewish conspiracy
cost Trump the 2020 presidential
election. He’s clearly talking about
the “deep state” in our government
that sought to undermine the Trump
administration from within at every
turn.
In addition, Mr. Beadles appears to be talking about the 2020
election being rigged by a conspiracy of anti-Trump forces, not
Jews. He simply uses “Protocols”
as a resource analogy, much as I’ve
referred to “Rules for Radicals” to
explain various modern-day campaign strategies and tactics.
Does mentioning “Rules for
Radicals” in my writing and teaching make me a left-wing radical?
Oh, puh-lease.
Molly Ball is a professional journalist I worked with when she was
a reporter in Nevada and who, I believe, is Jewish. And she will never
be confused for a conservative shill.
But writing for TIME magazine in
February 2021, Molly ”outed” the
true conspiracy in a column…
“This is the inside story of the
conspiracy to save the 2020 election, based on access to the group’s
inner workings, never-before-seen
documents and interviews with dozens of those involved from across
the political spectrum. …
“(T)he participants want the
secret history of the 2020 election told, even though it sounds

like a paranoid fever dream - a
well-funded cabal of powerful
people, ranging across industries
and ideologies, working together
behind the scenes to influence perceptions, change rules and laws,
steer media coverage and control
the flow of information.”
The “well-funded cabal of powerful people” included an unholy
alliance of Big Business, Big Labor
and Big Tech. Not Jews.
So much for Ralston’s claim
that Mr. Beadles is “antisemitic”
— unless the Indy reporters have
something more they didn’t include
in their hit piece.
Then there’s the de rigueur liberal insinuation that Mr. Beadles is a
racist. Remember, the modern-day
definition of “racist” is “any conservative winning an argument with
a liberal.”
To back up the racist accusation,
the article claims Mr. Beadles has
“perpetuated outlandish narratives
about black communities” due to
this quote…
“The undeniable truth is that
neither slavery, nor Jim Crow, nor
the harshest racism, has decimated
the black family the way the welfare
state has. … The bottom line is that
the black family was stronger the
first 100 years after slavery than
during what will be the second
hundred years.”
Does this opinion make the man
a racist? Hardly. Others have said
similar “outlandish” things. For
example…
—”Anyone who is serious about
evidence need only compare black
communities as they evolved in
the first 100 years after slavery
with black communities as they
evolved in the first 50 years after
the explosive growth of the welfare
state, beginning in the 1960s.” —

Thomas Sowell, who’s black
—”The welfare state has done
to black Americans what slavery
couldn’t do, and that is to destroy
the black family.” - Walter Williams, who’s black
—”Go all the way back to slavery. It was the strong family unit
that got people through that. It got
people through Jim Crow; through
severe segregation. But what really
had a negative impact was when the
government came along and said,
‘There, there you poor little thing,
I’m going to take care of all your
needs’ and started implementing
policies that were destructive to
family formation. Those are the
things that have hurt the black community the most.” — Ben Carson,
who’s black
—”The welfare state has incentivized women to marry the
government and men to abandon
their financial and moral responsibility. In 1965, 25 percent of black
children entered the world without
a father married to a mother. Now
it’s 70 percent. Can’t blame that
on slavery, Jim Crow or Donald
Trump.” — Larry Elder, who’s
black
—”Slavery still thrives in this
country. But today, the poor are the
slaves and Uncle Sam is the ‘massa.’” — Star Parker, who’s black
—”The black family is the reason the black community survived
through slavery, Jim Crow, segregation, all of these horrible things. …
But let me tell you what happened.
President Lyndon Baines Johnson
came up with this goofy idea. He
said that if a woman had a child
out of wedlock, the government
will provide her a check. But here’s
the caveat: She can never have a
man in the home.” — Allen West,
(See Beadle-Juiced, Page 4)

By Las Vegas Tribune Staff
The Root we are referring to is
Wayne Allyn Root, someone who
has made quite a name for himself
and helped Las Vegas to be put on
the Conservative Map of late, what
with his now three national shows
(two TV shows in the last 90 days
and an ongoing radio show) from
Las Vegas. According to our sources, no other conservative media personality has ever accomplished that.
This was a banner year for
Wayne Allyn Root, having married
the woman of his dreams, Cindy
Parker; having been knighted “Sir
Wayne Allyn Root” by the Royal
Order of Constantine the Great and
Saint Helen this past June in their
annual Knighting ceremony at the
Venetian Hotel; being the new host
of ”America’s Top Ten Countdown
with Wayne Allyn Root” on Real
American’s Voice TV Network; and

WAYNE ALLYN ROOT
the new host of “Wayne Allyn Root:
Raw & Unfiltered” on Lindell TV.
His lineup for “America’s Top
Ten Countdown” of late has been
impressive: Going backward from
his latest, which is Donald J. Trump,
to previous weeks featuring Ted
Cruz and Marco Rubio, to his up-

coming shows, featuring Kari Lake
(former Fox News anchor currently
running for Arizona Governor) and
Dr. Oz, the week after, things are
looking good for the “Root.”
We saved the best for the last,
which is the honor of his being inducted into the Nevada Broadcasters Hall of Fame. Donald Trump
sent Las Vegas’s own Sir Wayne
Allyn Root a note to congratulate
him on this honor. He has allowed
us to reprint it here:
Dear Wayne,
Congratulations on your induction into the Nevada Broadcasters
Hall of Fame!
Melania and I send our best
wishes to you, your wonderful family, and all those attending the 26th
Broadcasters’ Hall of Fame Gala
to celebrate your success and the
success of your fellow inductees.
This extraordinary honor is the

result of your lifelong commitment
to excellence, principled leadership,
and perseverance. Your hard work
and determination have provided
the foundation for your continued
success and exemplify the American Dream.
Our nation is strong because
of individuals like you who believe in— and defend — the great
American ideals of faith, family,
community and country first.
You are a great warrior for
America, an unyielding patriot, and
an even better friend. Keep up the
great work.
We send our best wishes for your
health, happiness, and continued
success.
Sincerely,
Donald J. Trump
Sir Wayne Allyn Root — it has
truly been a banner year for you and
for Las Vegas!

(Continued from Page 1)
This election was always going to
be about inflation, inflation, inflation. But clueless Democrats bet
the house on abortion, abortion,
abortion.
Have you seen the polls? The
GOP is surging. Key races all over
the country are moving to the GOP.
Polls that I trust give the GOP a 4to 7-point lead in the generic congressional poll, which translates to
a historic landslide similar to GOP
victories in 2010 and 2014.
Most significant is the latest
New York Times poll. Independent
women voters have moved from
backing Democrats by 14 points in
September to favoring Republicans
by 18 points in October. That’s a
32-point surge in ONE MONTH.
The other significant factor is
Latino voters. They are also surging
GOP. If Latinos go majority GOP,
it will be the end of the Democratic
Party. Literally.
The final factor to look at is England. Back in 2016 I made the famous prediction that Brexit would
win. I was the only person in the
media who made that prediction.
My famous Brexit prediction
led me to predict only months
later that then-candidate Donald
Trump would upset Hillary Clinton,

despite polls showing Democrats
winning by a wide margin. I knew
middle-class voters in the USA had
the same views as middle-class
voters in the U.K.
Fast-forward to this election.
Once again, I was ahead of the
crowd. Two months ago, I gave
a speech to a large crowd at the
Four Seasons hotel in Las Vegas.
I predicted this election would be
decided by women voters, by the
same “mama bears” who won a
landslide victory for Gov. Glenn
Youngkin and the entire GOP slate
in Virginia a year ago. IF ...
If the GOP pounded home in
TV ads inflation, inflation, inflation. Gas prices, home heating oil,
electricity bills, groceries. Never
change the topic, I advised. Aim at
women — in particular, mothers.
At the time every Democrat TV
ad in Las Vegas was about abortion,
abortion, abortion. I predicted this
was the biggest mistake in U.S.
political history. Just like the voters
of the U.K. who forced the resignation of U.K. Prime Minister Liz
Truss days ago after only 45 days
in office, American voters fear inflation, losing their homes, losing
their jobs, being unable to put gas
in their cars or food on their tables
and becoming homeless.

I told the crowd at my speech,
“Inflation trumps abortion every
time.”
“Go after the women,” I urged.
“They are the key. The GOP already
has a huge majority of men, almost
every white middle-class man; we
even have a majority of Latino men.
If we can get the women, we win in
a landslide!”
Then I added in my speech the
other issues that will win over female voters: out-of-control crime
in Democratic cities; open borders
with foreign criminals flowing
into America by the millions under President Joe Biden; and just
like Virginia — school issues. Hit
female voters with failing schools,
dangerous schools, critical race
theory teaching your children
that America is evil, transgender
brainwashing, boys allowed to play
girls’ sports and forced masks and
vaccines for your precious children.
I closed with: “Pound home
inflation, inflation, inflation ... gas
and electric bills and groceries ...
and crime, crime, crime ... and the
disaster Democrats have caused in
our failing schools, and this will
be a landslide of epic proportions.
We will win the mama bears just
like Glenn Youngkin won them in
Virginia a year ago.”

The crowd gave me a standing
ovation. The women in the room
raced to the stage to thank me. They
were wild with excitement. They
all said, “Someone finally gets it!”
Fast-forward to today. Independent women have moved to
the GOP by a remarkable, unheard
of, unimaginable 32 points in one
month. Why? Simple: inflation and
crime have been raging out of control in the past month. The chickens
have come home to roost.
It’s all because Democrats bet
on the wrong horse. They decided
to gamble the whole election on
abortion. I told the GOP to bet the
house on inflation. Inflation trumps
abortion every time.
“It’s the economy and the women, stupid.”
*****
Wayne Allyn Root is known as
“the Conservative Warrior.” “The
Great Patriot Protest & Boycott
Book” is Wayne’s new #1 bestseller.
Wayne is a CEO, entrepreneur and
host of the nationally-syndicated
“Wayne Allyn Root: Raw & Unfiltered” aired daily in Las Vegas on
KMZQ, 670 AM from 3 p.m. to 7
p.m. and the “WAR RAW” podcast.
Read Wayne’s commentaries and
see his videos at ROOTforAmerica.
com

ROBERT BEADLES
landish conspiracy theories about
the election. But no one found the
antisemitic propaganda and more
that (the authors reported).”
Again, I don’t know Mr. Beadles
or anything about him. So I fell for
it and read the article. I mean, if he
truly is antisemitic and a racist, I
want to know about it.
Alas, the article is nothing more
than your typical Ralston character
assassination of a conservative activist. There’s so much wrong and
bad about it — which is why I’m
not linking to it — that it’s hard to
know where to begin. But I’ll touch
on the two main items.
The article claims right out of
the gate that Mr. Beadles “blamed
former President Donald Trump’s
electoral defeat on an international
Jewish conspiracy.”
Sounds antisemitic, right? Well,
only if you misconstrue what he’s
actually said, at least as far as this
article is concerned.
Apparently what Mr. Beadles
has done is refer to an old publication called the “Protocols of the
Elders of Zion,” which the reporters describe as “a long debunked
antisemitic pamphlet claiming that
Jews are conspiring to take over

Getting to the Root of the matter:
One more good thing for Las Vegas

Wayne Allyn Root
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Las Vegas City Council glosses over crisis
at Animal Foundation, just orders audit

By Dana Gentry
Nevada Current
Members of the Las Vegas City
Council gushed about their love
for dogs and cats before a crowd of
animal enthusiasts who showed up
Wednesday to express their angst
over operations at The Animal
Foundation, Southern Nevada’s primary government-funded shelter.
In September, the City of Las
Vegas notified TAF it was in violation of its contract. The notice came
after Councilwoman Victoria Seaman observed what she described
as unsanitary conditions during a
surprise visit to the shelter.
But ultimately, the council ignored warnings of a brewing crisis
that experts fear could rival the debacle of 2007, when overcrowding
resulted in illness and the destruction of more than 1,000 animals.
“The cause is crowding and lack
of appropriate levels of care,” James
Pumphrey, former chief operating
officer of TAF, told the council of

Animal advocates gather outside Las Vegas City Hall
before a City Council meeting on Oct. 19, 2022.
the pneumovirus outbreak that has public comment.
closed the shelter to intakes this
For weeks animal control offimonth. “Clear institutional neglect cers for Clark County and the cities
is the underlying issue.”
of Las Vegas and North Las Vegas
Last month, before the outbreak, have been unable to respond to calls
TAF euthanized 321 dogs, an in- regarding strays, and the public
crease of 218 percent from Sept.
2021, and 155 cats, up 87 percent
from last year, according to its website. Kittens under two weeks old
By Chuck Muth
are routinely destroyed, according
First, THANK YOU to all
to a staff member who spoke during who emailed, texted and posted
well-wishes on social media following my brush with death on
and affordable energy, are driving Monday.
If I’m not responding immeup energy costs, which is causing
diately, please forgive me. At this
higher food prices.
—Democrats in Congress all point, the only thing I can really do
voted for the “Clean Water Act” is take my pain-killers, sleep and let
that allows the federal government the healing process proceed at pace.
to regulate more farm and ranch And at my age, that’s gonna take a
water. That reduced farm activity lot longer.
Over the past couple of days all
and caused food prices to rise.
I’ve done is see my doctor for a
The Case Against Sisolak
The following editorial in to- follow-up visit after being released
day’s Las Vegas Review-Journal from the hospital, set up my claim
is an indictment of the last four with my lawyer, talk with my inyears in Nevada under Gov. Steve surance company and clean out the
personal effects from my poor old
Sisolak…
“Gov. Sisolak faced withering (new to me) car.
And Wednesday was the first
criticism for his handling of the
pandemic, as he took the more time I actually saw the damage
heavy-handed approach favored on the side of the car where I was
hit. I didn’t see it at the time of the
by Democrats across the country.
“Schools were closed longer accident, as I got out of my car with
than they needed to be. Mandates EMT assistance and went straight
and edicts were issued with minimal into the ambulance.
What a frightening sight. Thank
explanation for their justification.
Nevada was one of the last states God no one was riding with me in
to lift its mask requirement. The the passenger seat. They’d have
U.S. Supreme Court even chided been a goner for sure. “Lucky” ain’t
the state’s order keeping churches the word for it.

is without a place to relinquish
animals.
The municipalities pay TAF just
under $5 million a year to provide
shelter services. A spokesman for
Clark County says the government
does not believe animal welfare is
at risk.
CEO Hilarie Grey, a public relations executive who joined TAF
in January, told the council there
isn’t a shelter in America that isn’t
experiencing the same issues as
TAF, including increased intakes
and a lack of workers.
Pumphrey says working conditions at TAF and wages that can’t
compete with fast food restaurants
have caused workers to depart.
“These workers, these compassionate warriors, deserve respect

and dignity,” Pumphrey said. “Never should anyone have to sacrifice
their safety, their time off, their
lunch, or breaks or mission. They
should be able to unionize and
collectively bargain for their rights.
We must endeavor to promote the
rights of man and the rights of the
voiceless. Both are intertwined.”
Pumphrey says he initially came
to the shelter as an “advisor, an
independent assessor of their practices in December 2021. TAF was
in crisis as it remains today. Animals were suffering and staff were
experiencing unconscionable harm
to their well being.”
He says he was fired in July
after he presented Grey with an
assessment and recommendations
(See Animal Foundation, Page 5)

Anyway, I’m feeling a little better today. Ribs still sore as Hades.
But I plan to make it to Nevada
Policy Research Institute’s dinner at
the South Point tonight. NPRI does
such GREAT work for the conservative movement in Nevada I just
want to be there to support them.
But attending an event under
the circumstances and doing everything involved in organizing and
putting on an event are two different
things. So regrettably, I cancelled
our planned “Rightoberfest” event

for this Saturday.
My apologies to all involved.
But we’ll host a lot more fun events
down the road. I promise.
Please bear with me. Unless
some unforeseen medical complications develop over the next
couple of days, I expect to be back
in the saddle next week. Keep those
prayers and good thoughts coming!
Chuck Muth is president of Citizen Outreach, publisher of Nevada
News & Views and blogs at Muths
Truths.com.

Hard to kill: Accident update

Biden Insanity

(Continued from Page 1)
—Criminals are caught-andreleased to hurt more people, but
stopping them is bad because it’s a
violation of their rights.
—And pointing out all this
hypocrisy somehow makes us
“racists”?!
How Democrats caused
the Biden Crime Wave
Here’s great piece from our
friend Richard Viguerie…
“If you vote Democrat, Democrat politicians will interpret your
vote as encouraging them to continue their soft on crime policies.
—Vice President Kamala Harris
said on the Stephen Colbert Show,
June 17, 2020, that the riots are “not
going to stop and they should not.”
—President Joe Biden said on
NowThis News with Ady Barkan,
July 11, 2020, that he supports defunding the police.
—Many Democrat district attorneys are refusing to prosecute thefts
of under $1,000 dollars.
—Many Democrat district attorneys are letting criminals arrested
for burglary, rape, murder out of jail
on the same day without bail.
—The Democrat “Defund-the-Police” movement has
caused a crime-wave across America.
—Democrat soft on crime policies have effectively made many seniors prisoners in their own homes.
—Police recruitment is suffering
as morale hits new lows.
—Police are resigning in large
numbers and recruitment of police officers is difficult due to the
Democrat “Defund-the-Police”
movement.
—Democrats for over 60 years
have been soft on crime and often
oppose law and order efforts.
—Members of the Democrat
Party’s Squad in July 2020 introduced legislation to defund police
departments and provide reparations for African Americans.
—New York Democrat Senator
Kristen Gillibrand, “we need to
abolish ICE [U.S. Immigration and
Custom Enforcement].”
—Democrat Congresswoman
Cori Bush, “defunding the police
isn’t radical, it’s real.”
“Send Democrat politicians a
message that they need to change
by — voting Republican.”
How Democrats
caused “Bidenflation”
Here’s another Richard Viguerie
special detailing how “Democrats
have caused the highest inflation
rate in 40 years” …
—Democrats supported the cancelation of the Keystone XL Pipeline, and gas went up 40¢ a gallon.
—Democrats in Congress voted
for Biden’s $1.9 trillion Pandemic
Stimulus Package and consumer
prices rose 8.3 percent compared
to a year earlier.
—Democrat supported stimulus
checks to Americans, especially
low-income workers, caused many
to quit their job resulting in a labor
shortage that brought about higher
costs for goods and services.
—Democrats in Congress all
voted for Biden’s Infrastructure
Bill that prevented funds from automating our pots thanks to union
pressure. This contributes to higher
labor costs and ultimately higher
prices for everything shipped into
and around the United States.
—Democrats’ war on fossil fuels (i.e., coal, oil, and natural gas)

closed.
“Other aspects of the governor’s record raise concerns. He
ran as a moderate, but did little to
temper the progressive instincts of
legislative Democrats. He signed
a bill allowing state employees to
collectively bargain, which will be
a fiscal albatross for the state.
“Gov. Sisolak now says he
supports breaking up the Clark
County School District, but he did
little during his first two legislative
sessions to promote reform of the
state’s moribund public education
system.
“The governor signed legislation keeping secret some information of state pension recipients.
Several agencies — including the
DMV and unemployment office —
have been a mess.
“Gov. Sisolak also supported
tax hikes during the 2021 session.
Although he rules out any revenue
increases in 2023, he would be
under intense pressure from Democratic lawmakers to reverse that
stance in a final lame-duck session
in 2025. …
“(W)e believe change is in order.
Vote for Joe Lombardo.”
Remember in November
State and country going in the
wrong direction? Remember this
before casting your ballot…
—Democrats control the White
House
—Democrats control the US
Senate
—Democrats control the House
of Representatives
—Democrats control both of
Nevada’s US Senate seats
—Democrats control 3 of 4 of
Nevada’s congressional seats
—Democrats control the Nevada governor’s office
—Democrats control the State
Senate
—Democrats control the State
Assembly
—Democrats control 5 of 6
statewide constitutional offices
—Democrats hold every one of
Clark County’s commission seats
If you want to change direction,
you need to change who’s in charge.
And as Rep. Lauren Boebert (RCO) put it, “A vote for ANY Democrat is a vote for more failure.”
Chuck Muth is president of Citizen Outreach, publisher of Nevada
News & Views and blogs at Muths
Truths.com.

Stavros ANTHONY
for Lieutenant Governor

As Lieutenant Governor, Stavros Anthony will
focus on economic development with an emphasis
on small business, public safety across the state
and safe communities, promoting and advancing
tourism, and oversight of the Nevada State Senate.
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Chattah, Ford make closing arguments in contentious battle
By Dana Gentry
Nevada Current
She struts across the stage like
a rock star, music blaring in the
background, camera in hand taking
video of the crowd.
“Who’s ready to bring the fire
to Douglas County?” she yells.
The crowd cheers. “Smells like a
red wave.”
But Republican candidate for
attorney general Sigal Chattah is no
rock star. Her greatest hits (or misses, depending on your perspective)
include declaring her opponent, Attorney General Aaron Ford, a Black
man, “should be hanging from a
f***king crane”; longing for fewer
“pronoun badges” and transgender individuals in America, while
describing them with an offensive
slur; and inviting comparisons with
Sen. Joe McCarthy and former Pres.
Donald Trump by calling for the
imprisonment of political foes.
Chattah insists she’s never considered apologizing to Ford for
what was widely viewed as a racist
comment.
“I think he’s a corrupt public
official and I think he’s betrayed
Nevadans. I’m not going to apologize for that,” she said.
Ford has refused to engage
with Chattah, choosing instead to
focus on his own accomplishments,
including securing a $284 million
settlement over opiods.
On the campaign trail, Chattah’s
blamed Ford for all things crime-related, from fentanyl use in rural
counties to the recent fatal stabbing
of a showgirl and a tourist on the
Las Vegas Strip.
The sheriff of Las Vegas, Republican gubernatorial candidate

SIGAL CHATTAH
Joe Lombardo, is held harmless in
her indictment.
“The best thing that could happen to an attorney general like myself is to have the sheriff of Clark
County be my running mate and
our next governor,” Chattah told the
crowd at a recent rally with Trump

AARON FORD
in Douglas County.
But in a quieter moment in her
Las Vegas office, Chattah, who was
born in Israel and moved to the U.S.
at age 14, said if elected, she’ll be
a bipartisan nightmare for anyone
engaged in public corruption.
She says she’ll investigate

Trump (who she calls the “best
president of my lifetime”), his Nevada band of fake electors (including Nevada Republican party boss
Michael McDonald), and look into
whether Lombardo, her “running
mate,” has adequately policed his
own department.
She says her opponent, Attorney
General Aaron Ford, should have
beat her to it.
“That’s what you’re supposed to
do when you’re attorney general,”
she said during an interview in
mid-October. “You’re supposed to
investigate and indict public corruption. There’s a failure to do that.
That’s why I’m running.”
She says she’d “absolutely” investigate the so-called fake electors
for their alleged role in attempting
to overturn the 2020 presidential
election.
“I prosecute the crime, not the

criminal,” she says, adding she’s
“not going to be a party-line prosecutor.”
“I can only tell you what I’ve
said before, which is we don’t comment on investigations, whether
they exist or otherwise, period,”
Ford said of the fake electors. “But
what I have said publicly is that it’s
on my radar. And I’ve also said in
view of the fact that the DOJ has
announced that they are looking
into it, I have said out loud that
we will be helping them with their
investigation as well.”
“Look at what’s going on in New
York. The AG’s office is indicting
the former president of the United
States,” Chattah says as evidence
of Ford’s inaction.
To be accurate, the New York
AG has not indicted Trump. She’s
filed a wide-ranging civil lawsuit
(See Chattah-Ford, Page 6)

ANNA ALBERTSON

Flanagan sanctioned Albertson/
Reizakis and her firm because Albertson/Reizakis “demonstrated a
stunning lack of familiarity with the
most basic and fundamental aspects
of trial practice.”
Maybe Yianna Reizakis changed
her name to Anna Albertson to
avoid having to tell the Judicial
Selection Commission about the
two offenses for which she was
found guilty.
She told the Judicial Selection
Commission she has never been
convicted or formally found to be
in violation of any state or local law,
ordinance, or regulation. But, Alb-

ertson/Reizakis was found guilty
of having no liability insurance and
also using private-use dealer plates
in Virginia.
Or, maybe Yianna Reizakis
changed her name to Anna Albertson to be at the top of the ballot and
trick voters into electing her.
Either way, this cannot be the
person we elect to become a trial
judge, if for no other reason than
she lacks even a “basic and fundamental” understanding of trials.
Anna Albertson wants to be your
judge for Clark County District
Court Department 11, but we encourage you to just say NO!

Anna Albertson: Judicial candidate changes
her name to trick voters into voting for her
By Steve Sanson
Veterans in Politics International
Who is Anna Albertson? Well,
for starters, she used to be Yianna
Reizakis. We don’t have to be
too creative to figure out why she
changed her name.
Maybe Yianna Reizakis changed
her name to Anna Albertson to
escape a scathing sanction issued
to her under the name Yianna
Reizakis.
According to Judge Patrick
Flanagan who presided over a trial
in which Albertson/Reizakis was
the defense attorney, her “incompetence was breathtaking.” Judge

Gun Hipocrisy

(Continued from Page 1)
ownership” to buy one.
People in glass houses?
In 2021, the anti-cop/race-baiting Spearman authored a bill that
“requires every law enforcement
agency to establish an early warning system for the purpose of identifying peace officers employed by
the law enforcement agency who
display bias indicators or other
problematic behavior.”
Too bad the “early warning sys-

tem” identifying the “problematic
behavior” (i.e., previous arrest) of
her violent son wasn’t covered by
the bill. It only applied to cops. Go
figure.
Question: Where did Spearman’s son get his gun and did he
pass a background check? Inquiring
minds wanna know.
Chuck Muth is president of Citizen Outreach, publisher of Nevada
News & Views and blogs at Muths
Truths.com.

(Continued from Page 1)
Halseth, apologizing to the victim’s
family and saying, “He didn’t
deserve to pass in such a horrible
way.”
An investigation revealed that
the two suspects stabbed Daniel
Halseth over 70 times, put his body
into a sleeping bag and tried to dismember the body with a chainsaw
and circular saw before setting it on
fire. The body was discovered in the
garage of his home near Durango
and Alta drives shortly after.

Lt. Ray Spencer of the Las Vegas
Metropolitan Police Department’s
Homicide Section said the father
had recently told his daughter
that he “did not want her to date
Guerrero.”
A video also circulated of both
teens joking about the murder,
in which Guerrero can be heard
saying, “Welcome back to our
YouTube channel, three days after
murdering somebody.” To which
Halseth replied, “Whoa, don’t put
that on camera.”

(Continued from Page 2)
who’s black
—”Programs today are designed
to make blacks more dependent
rather than less dependent. … Big
government enthusiasts designed
social programs to provide a financial safety net, but, in turn, dependency on the government for the
most vulnerable in society became
an expected entitlement. “ — Herman Cain, who’s black
—”Yes, slave ships and lynching
and segregated water fountains
were hideous. But it’s still obvious
that the descendants of people who
suffered these things will be vastly
better off if they work rather than
live off others. That’s why when
radicals taught us to thumb our
noses at traditional expectations
of responsibility, family cohesion,
and economic self-support, and told
us to go on welfare instead, they
sent us straight to hell.” — John
McWhorter, who’s black
As noted, all of those quotes are

by black men and women. Are they
all “racists”? Of course not. But
Mr. Beadles supposedly is simply
because he’s…white? Get bent.
Does this mean I see eye-to-eye
with Mr. Beadles on every issue and
every question of political strategy
and tactics? No.
But the man is clearly a conservative. And he’s a player, not
a spectator. And he’s putting his
money where his mouth is. His
OWN money.
And that’s what makes him such
a dangerous threat to Ralston and
the rest of the left. Which is why the
Nevada Indy published this hatchet
job against him.
As the old saying goes, “You
know you’re over the target when
you start catching flak.”
Target acquired.
*****
Chuck Muth is president of Citizen Outreach, publisher of Nevada
News & Views and blogs at Muths
Truths.com.

Teens Get Life

Beadle-Juiced

Suspects Dead
(Continued from Page 1)
to be self-inflicted, but the Mohave
County Medical Examiner’s Office
will investigate Branek’s cause of
death, the sheriff’s office said.
Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department had issued arrest
warrants for murder against the
couple over a killing on October
17, according to the sheriff’s office.
LVMPD detectives had identified McGuire as their suspect and
Branek was seen on video pawning
evidence of the murder the same
day, the sheriff’s office statement
said.
Investigators believed McGuire
had been hiding in Las Vegas because he was wanted for a double
murder in Kingman, Arizona, that
occurred on June 28, according to
the sheriff’s office.
On October 19, while investigating that murder, authorities
came upon a man who had been
shot in the head and subsequently
considered McGuire a suspect in
that murder too.
On Friday, Branek’s vehicle was
seen traveling on Alamo Rd. from
Interstate 40 in Yucca, Arizona,
the sheriff’s office said. When a

Hunter McGuire, 26, and, Samantha Branek, 32
Mohave County Sheriff’s deputy sheriff’s office.
in a marked patrol car got behind
McGuire and Branek attempted
Branek’s vehicle, it began going to conceal themselves under a large
over 80 mph and was pursued by tree while the other woman hid in
the deputy for approximately 35 a separate location, the sheriff’s
miles, according to the sheriff’s office said, adding she later surrenoffice.
dered to law enforcement without
Branek’s vehicle slid off the road incident. She was subsequently
and three people — McGuire and charged with hindering prosecution
Branek and another woman — ran with additional charges pending.
out into a remote desert area with
After “approximately four hours
trees and brush, the sheriff’s office of negotiations and air surveillance
said.
with no response” from McGuire
An Arizona Department of and Branek, their bodies were
Public Safety helicopter tracked found by the SWAT team, according
them, relaying their location to to the sheriff’s office statement.
law enforcement on the ground
McGuire remains a suspect in
and informing them McGuire was additional ongoing murder invescarrying a rifle, according to the tigations, police said.

To All Attorneys
who hate writing
NEVADA APPEAL GROUP (“NAG”) offers
FLAT FEE, high quality services for civil and
criminal Appeals and all Post-Conviction Relief.

NAG handles all types of appeals (misdemeanor,
felony and civil) as well as Habeas Corpus
Petitions, Nevada Supreme Court briefs, and
individual motions across the civil and criminal
spectrum, including Motions for Summary
Judgment. Turnaround time can be as minimal
as 24 hours. Federal PCR is also available.
Motions starting at $250 flat fee
Appeals starting at $500 flat fee
For more information and immediate response,
call or email:
(702) 902-5050
Nag@criminaldefenseoflasvegas.com
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Challenger hopes to unseat Wolfson

By Dana Gentry
The Hill
Republican candidate for District Attorney Tim Trefﬁnger may
not be as well known as his opponent, Steve Wolfson, who has
served two terms as D.A. and eight
years as a Las Vegas councilman.
But Trefﬁnger says he expects the
race to “be more of a referendum
on the current D.A.” than a test of
his own name recognition.
In November, for the ﬁrst time,
Wolfson will face a Republican
opponent in the general election.
Wolfson has beneﬁtted from the
power of incumbency via appointment twice, as a city councilman
appointed in 2004, and as D.A., a
position the Clark County Commission appointed him to in 2012.
In 2014, he handily defeated a
Libertarian challenger, and won
re-election when he defeated defense attorney Robert Langford in
the 2018 Democratic primary. Attorney and former state lawmaker
Ozzie Fumo lost to Wolfson in this
year’s primary race. Republican
voters have not had a candidate in
the D.A.’s race since 2008.
“It’s not just the Democrat registered voters who are deciding this
race,” says Trefﬁnger. “I think that
will make a huge difference.”
Trefﬁnger is a former prosecutor and criminal defense attorney
specializing in family law. He has
worked for the Storey County D.A.,
the Nevada Attorney General’s ofﬁce, and in private practice.
The political newcomer has
raised $34,901 this year and spent
$34,519.
Wolfson has added $745,762 so
far this year to a $1.2 million fund
balance from 2021. But Trefﬁnger
says he doesn’t think the race will

TIMOTHY TREFFINGER
come down to money.
Treffinger says he’s done “a
good bit” of advertising, “but we
have a lot of negative stuff coming
out about the current administration, as well.”
Playing favorites
Wolfson, according to his critics,
has long gone the extra mile for the
rich and famous.
“I don’t have direct evidence
that he’s been paid or that he’s
been bribed,” says Trefﬁnger.”But
there’s certainly circumstantial
evidence.”
Wolfson did not respond to the
Current’s request for an interview.
“I take extreme exception to the
accusation that wealthy people are
getting special treatment,” Wolfson
told the Las Vegas Review-Journal.
Former gaming magnate Steve
Wynn, for example, described by
Wolfson as “a friend for many,
many years… [and]… a supporter
of my campaigns for many, many
years,” is accused by former employees of sexual harassment, coercion, indecent exposure and rape.
Wynn, according to the Wall
Street Journal, paid a $7.5 million
settlement to end a civil suit ﬁled

Animal Foundation
(Continued from Page 3)
after his ﬁrst four months at the shelter. He
says Grey previously asked him to rewrite his
original assessment of TAF from December
2021.
“In effect, I was being asked and pressured
to compromise my ethics,” Pumphrey said. “I
was being asked to be less than transparent
for the sake of PR and marketing.”
Lori Heeren, executive director of the
Nevada Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, said during public comment
that Grey told her she “thought she got the
job because of her political connections.”

She said she and her staff at NSPCA were
concerned about Grey’s lack of experience
in animal welfare.
Councilman Stavros Anthony suggested
that TAF open its board of directors to elected
ofﬁcials from the governments that fund it.
He also called for the city to have approval
of the shelter’s selection of a CEO, who he
said should have minimum requirements for
experience in animal welfare. His colleagues,
with the exception of Seaman, did not agree.
Pumphrey said Anthony’s recommendations were excellent and should be enacted,
adding, “It’s clear Grey is unqualiﬁed and

Henderson Race
(Continued from Page 1)
elected Mayor is involving herself
with endorsing any candidate in an
effort to determine and control the
outcome of an election. Shady deals
going on!
Nash will be an automatic “yes
vote” for everything the Mayor puts
in front of her. Her goal for Henderson is not to protect our city or
to help our First Responders; Nash
wants to develop, and overdevelop
our city.
In fact, the first seven-story
apartment building in Henderson
is already on the drawing board to
be built next to the “Loan Shark
Arena” in the heart of Green Valley.
Yes, Nash was one of the people
who pushed the arena to be built
in a neighborhood where 3,300
residents signed a petition against
it. Not only is this kind of development the wrong direction to be
heading in, but it will also adversely
affect residential property values in
the area.
You may want to ask yourself
why someone that makes a million dollars a year in real estate
would already have spent over
$685,000 on her campaign, to have
a $50,000+ a year job.
Something is wrong with this
picture because this math doesn’t
pencil. Is Nash trying to win a local
Henderson City Council race, or the
real estate jackpot of a lifetime?
The Las Vegas Review-Journal

STEVE WOLFSON
by a manicurist who says Wynn impregnated her during a rape. Wynn
claims the sex was consensual.
Nevada law has no statute of
limitations to bring rape charges
when the suspect is identiﬁed by
DNA evidence and/or a police
report is ﬁled within 20 years of
the alleged incident, but Wolfson
has made no effort to bring charges
against Wynn and continues to accept Wynn’s contributions.
Companies associated with
Wynn contributed $30,000 to
Wolfson on the same day last year.
In July of this year, Wynn contributed $10,000 under his own name.
Billionaire Henry Nicholas
skated on felony drug trafﬁcking
charges and avoided prison thanks
to a plea deal crafted by Wolfson,
sparking outrage from lawmakers,
civil libertarians, and on social
media.
Nicholas is the man behind the
Marsy’s Law ballot question that
overwhelmingly passed in Nevada. Wolfson campaigned for the
victims’ rights measure.
Nicholas and his girlfriend were
represented by attorney David
Chesnoff, a longtime contributor

uncovered that Nash has been arrested for a DUI.
Nash told the reporter that it
was: “a mistake that she had made
when she was a young professional”… and that, “she had taken full
responsibility for her actions.”
This public dismissal on Nash’s
part deserves fact-checking:
1. Drunk driving is not just “a
mistake.” It is a seriously dangerous
crime for her to have committed
that could have hurt or killed innocent people. The NHTSA says that
about 30 percent of all fatal trafﬁc
accidents involve a drunk driver.
2. When arrested, Nash was not
a young twenty-something professional / girl, she was a full-grown
40-year-old woman that should
have known better than to drink
and drive. And her conduct was the
opposite of “Professional.” There
is never an excuse to drive drunk.
3. Nash did not take full respon-

to Wolfson’s campaigns. Chesnoff,
his wife, law partner, and legal
practice, have contributed $35,000
to Wolfson this cycle.
Wolfson dismisses such claims
of favoritism.
“I take exception to the accusation that certain lawyers get special
deals,” Wolfson said during an
interview on KLAS-TV. “We evaluate cases on a case-by-case basis.”
Treffinger also points to the
case of a pro football player, Alvin
Kamara, the suspect in an assault
at a Las Vegas nightclub two days
before he played in the Pro Bowl.
“They knew where he was at,
and they allowed him to stay free
so that he could play in the game,”
Trefﬁnger says.
Wolfson’s detractors say people
in the DA’s personal sphere also
receive special treatment, including
his former assistant, Audrie Locke,
who admits she stole more than
$40,000 from Wolfson’s campaign
fund but was never charged.
Inconsistent charging
Trefﬁnger criticized Wolfson’s
“consistency and quality of
charging decisions.”
In 2019, bicyclist Byron Williams was detained by police and
died in their custody. Evidence
revealed he said “I can’t breathe”
more than 20 times while being
restrained. Wolfson declined to
charge the police.
In 2018, Wolfson took different
approaches to two cases rejected by
grand juries within weeks of each
other when he declined to further
pursue charges against Kenneth
Lopera, a former Las Vegas Metro
Police officer charged with two
felony counts of involuntary manslaughter and oppression under the
color of ofﬁce, in connection with

unprepared for the job she holds and the
board needs to be held accountable.”
Councilwoman Olivia Diaz said the public is responsible for TAF’s intake of more
than 21,000 animals a year and called on the
community to be responsible. The council
has rejected measures intended to decrease
intake, such as banning pet sales from stores
and outlawing backyard breeding.
Animal advocates say regulation of breeders is non-existent. Records obtained by the
Current indicate the city has had no violations
by licensed breeders in the last two years. It
has issued six citations in the last two years

sibility for her actions as she claims.
Instead, as entitled people with
money do, she was able to plead
the DUI charges down to the lesser
offense of reckless driving.
And can we trust Nash? She
has a habit of spreading misinformation about our Public Safety
and claiming and inferring she has
endorsements from veterans and
police ofﬁcers, she doesn’t have.
The election for the City Council seat in Ward 3 is a David and
Goliath story between the rich,
self-serving commercial real estate
agent that will spend any amount
of money to get elected and Carrie
Cox, the 32-year public servant, and
underdog school teacher endorsed
by local ﬁrst responder heroes, that
is ﬁghting the good ﬁght.
Cox wants Henderson to ﬂourish
and shine. She wants a safe city for
all of us. She will work full-time
for us as a city council member.

the death of Tashi Brown.
But Wolfson opted to prosecute
Nick Diaz, a self-proclaimed bad
boy star of the Ultimate Fighting
Championship, after a grand jury
failed to indict him on felony domestic violence.
“The message to the community
is if we don’t agree with the grand
jury’s decision we can still move
forward. Not good policy,” Diaz’s
attorney, Ross Goodman told the
Current at the time.
A judge ultimately dismissed the
charges against Diaz.
Jesus Carvajal, who was wrongfully jailed for impersonating a police ofﬁcer and demanding sex from
prostitutes, attempted to recoup
more than $10,000 in attorney’s
fees after police arrested another
suspect and Wolfson dropped the
charges against him.
“I’ve lost my job, my car, my
girlfriend,” Carvajal told the Current. “My life has been like one of
those Denzel Washington movies
but I haven’t gotten to the point
where everyone knows the truth
and I get my life back.”
Wolfson agreed not to object
to Carvajal’s efforts to seal his records, but only if Carvajal agreed to
drop the motion for attorney’s fees.
Carvajal ultimately took his
own life.
‘Shrouded in secrecy’
Treffinger pledged to be accountable and transparent. He
said the DA’s ofﬁce “should not
be something shrouded in secrecy.
That’s what makes people not trust
law enforcement.”
In 2018, Clark County Sheriff
Joe Lombardo enlisted Wolfson in
an effort to remove then-Las Vegas
Justice of the Peace Melanie Tobi(See Wolfson-Trefﬁnger, Page 7)

for unlicensed/illegal pet breeding. Of ﬁve
cases with records, two were dismissed and
the other three are still open. Animal activist
and business broker John Brassner told the
council he believes, based on TAF’s ﬁnancial
statements, that the shelter “is broke.”
“I think it was good that the council voted
for a ﬁnancial audit,” Pumphrey said after the
meeting. “They need an operational one.”
In the end, the council voted unanimously
to commission an independent audit of TAF
and to raise the potential of a seat on the
board in 2025, when the city renegotiates
its contract.

She is a mom, wife, friend, and
grandmother.
Family and community are important to her.
Cox has shined a light on the
deceptive acts of not only the present City Council but of the Chief
of Police and doing that has made
her a target of both. Transparency
is important to her.
Victor Joecks’ of the LVRJ said
Tuesday and I quote — ”Carrie
Cox is running for Henderson
City Council and is sounding the
alarm on decreasing public safety.

Henderson has a long and well-deserved reputation as a good ol’ boys
club. A Cox victory would shake
things up and could force the city
to be more forthright about rising
crime.”
This city is important to her, the
police ofﬁcers and ﬁrst responders
are important to her, and last but
not least, honesty and transparency
from our local leaders are important
to her.
Go to view Carrie Cox interview: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=w_CHrlw8FE0&t=565

Bob Beckett
Attorney At Law

Elected 5 terms as Nye County District Attorney
Practice areas
Criminal defense, Personal injury, Bankruptcy
and debt, Car accident, DUI and DWI
Licensed for 29 years
AVVO CONTRIBUTIONS
Beckett knows Nevada criminal law
— especially how to get the most out of
the probation/monitoring system.
Beckett provides very effective and
personable service — His fees are also fair

(702) 334-4886
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Nevada receives more funding for
mental health, substance use care
By Camalot Todd
Nevada Current
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced $15 million
in funding for states to develop or support
clinics that provide crisis services 24/7 and
offer mental health and substance use care
to anyone regardless of their ability to pay.
Nevada was one of 10 states that received
a one-year planning grant from the HHS.
States are required to receive a planning
grant before applying to be in the larger
program which is focused on developing
Certified Community Behavioral Health
Clinics (CCBHC).
CCBHCs are relatively new. They were
created through the bipartisan Excellence in
Mental Health and Addiction Treatment Act
in 2014 and the law allowed the full cost of
services to be reimbursed through Medicaid.
“These clinics are proven to improve

Chattah-Ford
(Continued from Page 4)
alleging that Trump defrauded
lenders by inflating his property
values, and defrauded governments, including Clark County, by
undercutting values to lower tax
liability.
Chattah says if elected, she’d
“absolutely” investigate Trump. “I
don’t care whether you have an ‘R’
or a ‘D’ by your name. If you’re in
a criminal enterprise, public corruption, you’re getting investigated.”
“I can say we’re familiar with
the complaint,” Ford said of the
suit involving Trump Las Vegas.
“And similar to what I’ve said a
minute ago, we don’t announce an
investigation. But it’s concerning
to me with the complaint and the
allegations.”
Ford also declined to say whether he’s investigating allegations
that Gov. Steve Sisolak facilitated
licensing for Northshore, a COVID
testing company with a dismal record for accurate results.
Chattah says when the FBI’s
multi-year probe into allegations
that Metro police, under Lombardo’s leadership, were protecting some pimps while targeting
their competitors ended in charges
against one pimp and no police,
Ford should have investigated.
“If there is any type of case that
Aaron Ford should have stepped in,
it’s that one,” she says.
In fairness to Ford, the FBI’s
investigation of Metro began during
Adam Laxalt’s tenure as AG.
“Because we don’t announce
investigations, you don’t know if
we’ve assisted in investigations.
So it is unfair to say that we’ve
not, although you can’t say that we
have,” Ford said of the FBI’s probe
of Metro. “I’ve passed laws related
to increasing penalties for pimps
and perpetrators and sex traffickers
and supported laws that provide services to victims and survivors. So
it has been a priority in my office,
and we will work to eradicate it as
much as we can.”
Culture warrior
Chattah’s tweet about pronoun
badges and transgender people
prompted condemnation from her
opponent and human rights organizations. “This is just the latest
in a series of unhinged, violent
attacks…” the Human Rights
Campaign said in a statement, calling her a “racial candidate that is
spewing nonsense to rile up fringe
voters…”
How does an individual’s gender
identity affect Chattah?
“I didn’t say anything about
gender preference,” she responds.
“If the Department of Education
went back to teaching normal curriculum, like English and grammar,
our children wouldn’t need pronoun
badges.”
She says every child is affected
“when there’s indoctrination in our
schools that is being used by …drag
queens or whatever name they go
by. I don’t think children should
be exposed to sexually explicit
narratives.”
Chattah says she’ll introduce a
bill to ensure transparency in school
curriculum and a Parental Bill
of Rights, that “includes barring
instruction on sexual orientation
and gender identity in kindergarten
through third grade,” according to
her website.
Chattah says the measure, which
sounds identical to Florida’s ‘Don’t
Say Gay’ law, is not akin to the law.
“There’s a reason why the Supreme Court ruled that religion
can’t be taught in schools. The reason is because children are susceptible to indoctrination. So if you take

Nevada was one of a handful of states to receive
new federal funds for 24/7 mental health care clinics.

the Bible out of the classroom, then
you can also take sexually deviant
curriculums out of our schools…”
Chattah says drag queens lead a
“sexually deviant lifestyle. I don’t
find any reason for drag queens
reading books to children.”
Chattah wants acknowledgement that parents are ultimately responsible for their child’s
well-being. During the pandemic,
Chattah, along with then-Republican gubernatorial candidate Joey
Gilbert, unsuccessfully challenged
the mask mandate in Clark County
schools.
Chattah also challenged Sisolak’s pandemic-era restrictions on
church attendance, arguing they
violated the First Amendment and
singled out places of worship. She
appealed a federal court ruling
to the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals, which ruled in favor of the
churches.
‘Stadiums to wazoo’
Last month, a U.S. Department
of Justice probe determined Nevada was warehousing children with
behavioral problems in out-of-state
institutions, a practice that violates
their rights.
Chattah says Ford should have
intervened in the placement of
children with behavioral needs out
of state before the DOJ investigated
and forced the state’s hand.
“The fact that we’ve got stadiums to wazoo and we don’t have
long term mental health facilities
is a massive embarrassment to the
state,” she said, adding most people
rely on Lakes Crossing, a mental
health facility “with 400 beds for
3 million people. What we need is
to address the needs of the state of
Nevada, not people that come in to
watch a football game.”
Why did it take DOJ intervention for the state to invest in mental
health?
“I can’t answer that,” says Ford.
“It’s a dynamic issue that’s been
longstanding and it’s not something
that’s been ignored. It’s just at the
end of the day, more work needs to
be done.”
Ford bristles at the notion that
mental health investment wasn’t
prioritized in the same way as a
football stadium.
“Simply because you have funds
going to different things doesn’t
mean that they’re not priorities,”
he said. “At the end of the day
there are decisions relative to the
economy and jobs that play into
the decision-making process of
legislators as they did when I was
in the Legislature, but there are also
decisions related to education and
social services. To say that they are
not a priority is a mistake.”
‘Make crime illegal again’
Chattah, who has defended
white collar criminals such as
topless club mogul Rick Rizzolo
and Leon Benzer, the mastermind
behind a scheme to pack homeowners’ associations and gain kickbacks
from vendors, has branded Ford a
criminal for minor arrests in his
20s that involved stealing tires and
failing to appear in court. She also
holds Ford, a former lawmaker,
responsible for criminal justice
reforms enacted after his time in
the Legislature.
Her website decries “…bail
reform, decriminalization and defunding law enforcement” for seeking “to reduce criminal recidivism
through alternative methodologies
such as mental health diversionary
programs, youth offender diversionary programs, safe injection
sites, etc.”
Chattah contradicted herself
when she said during a debate

that “as somebody that’s been in
criminal justice for 20 years, I am
a huge proponent of diversionary
programs,” in cases involving
mental health, drug addiction, or
individuals “who shouldn’t be incarcerated.”
Other low-level offenders
should not be in diversion programs, Chattah says, based on her
own experience with clients.
“Normally, when there is a
low-level offense that goes unpunished, many defendants will
reoffend, and in due time, low-level
offenses turn into felonies and violent felonies.”
Abortion
In May, before the U.S. Supreme
Court overturned Roe v. Wade,
Chattah said during a primary election debate that she believes “life
begins at the time of fetal heartbeat” and suggested “sentencing
enhancements on unborn children,
victims of unborn children,” at the

health outcomes while lowering costs, by
delivering 24/7 mental health and substance
use care to millions of Americans, no matter
who they are or whether they have the ability
to pay,” Biden said in a statement.
Nevada currently has eight clinics in the
state.
The funding was authorized on Oct. 18.
The Substance Abuse and Mental Health
Services Administration (SAMHSA) will
oversees the program.
The other nine states that received new
grants were Michigan, Missouri, Kentucky,
Minnesota, New Jersey, New York, Oklahoma, Oregon and Pennsylvania. There are
plans to expand access to these grants to all
50 states.
“Behavioral health is health. Period. There
should be no distinction. This investment will
bring us closer to that reality,” said Xavier
Becerra, the U.S. Secretary of HHS.

time of quickening — the detection
of fetal movement.
Chattah did not respond to questions at the time about whether she
was seeking to imprison women
who abort their pregnancies at any
stage, or just after fetal movement
is detected.
In July, after her primary victory
and the Supreme Court’s ruling on
abortion, Chattah tweeted, “I never
alluded to incarceration of women
getting abortions.”
While she says she will support
Nevada’s abortion law, a campaign
questionnaire says she favors prohibiting abortion except when necessary to protect the mother’s life.
Chattah says she was unaware
of the existence of so-called crisis
pregnancy centers, unregulated facilities usually located in proximity
to abortion clinics, that advertise
abortion-related services but attempt to persuade women to remain
pregnant.

“I think that’s predatory behavior,” she said, adding that the practice sounds “deceptive” and that if
elected, she’ll investigate.
“Obviously, I’m familiar with
the issue and the topic,” Ford
said.”I think the stories you’re referencing are relatively brand new,
and I haven’t had a chance to delve
into any of what’s been reported.”
Several Nevada Republicans
have endorsed Ford, the Democrat, over Chattah. Among them is
Michael Roberson, a former leader
of the state Senate who sparred
with Ford when they were both in
the Legislature. When endorsing
Ford, Roberson called Chattah
“unhinged” and a “charlatan.”
Chattah said she “couldn’t pick
Roberson out of a line up.”
Ford is trouncing Chattah in the
money race. He’s raised $2.55 million this year and spent $2 million.
Chattah has raised $424,160 and
spent $629,168.
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Question 3 is hated by several and
funded by rich out-of-state reformers
By April Corbin Girnus
Nevada Current
Amid a political climate where
almost every issue seems to be distilled to Democrats versus Republicans, or conservative versus liberal,
Question 3 has emerged to create
strange bedfellows in Nevada.
Prominent Democrats, including
Sen. Catherine Cortez Masto, and
prominent Republicans, including
Rep. Mark Amodei, have both been
quoted criticizing the proposed
election reform, which would establish a new election process that
includes nonpartisan primaries and
ranked choice voting. The editorial
boards of the Las Vegas Review
Journal and Las Vegas Sun — typically on opposite ideological aisles
— have both urged their readers to
vote “no.” Battle Born Progress, a
prominent group which leans left,
agrees with the Nevada Policy Research Institute, a think tank that
leans right, that Question 3 is bad
for Nevada.
What all that tells voters about
Question 3 is up to interpretation.
Opponents see proof that the proposal isn’t right for Nevada. Proponents see it as encouragement
— the two-party establishment
showing fear of upsetting the apple
cart.
“The opposition from the establishment isn’t surprising,” says
Cesar Marquez, a coalition member
of Nevada Voters First, the political
action committee established to
pass Question 3. “Your average
person has been very positive about
it. Because they get it. They get
how our system is rigged not in
our favor.”
UNLV political science professor David Damore agrees that
opposition to the question isn’t
surprising, but he adds there are nuances to different groups’ positions.
“Everybody sort of realizes that
partisan primaries are bad,” he says,
“but is this the appropriate solution?
That’s where people run into it.”
Question 3 describes itself as

Proponents see opposition to Question 3 from
both left and right as encouragement — the two-party
establishment showing fear of upsetting the apple cart.
a system that combines open pri- san opposition. What it also has: a
maries and ranked choice voting. lot of money.
All candidates would appear on
The Nevada Voters First brought
the primary ballot for all voters to in more than $19 million this year,
decide, then the top five finishers according to campaign finance
would appear on the general elec- reports filed with the state earlier
tion ballot.
this month. Almost all of it — $17
On that general election ballot, million — was contributed in Sepvoters would rank the candidates tember alone.
— first choice, second, third, etc.
Most of that financial support
If one candidate receives more than has come from mega-rich out50 percent of first-choice votes, of-state donors, who contributed
they are declared the winner. If on behalf of nonpartisan groups
not, the candidate in last place is focused on pro-democracy and
eliminated, and those votes are election reform efforts across the
transferred to their second-choice country. Those groups include the
candidate. That process is contin- Final Five Fund, Action Now Inc,
ued until a candidate receives a Unite America and Represent US.
true majority.
Katherine Gehl, who founded
Currently, Nevada has closed the nonpartisan Institute for Poprimaries, wherein voters cannot litical Innovation, which helped
participate unless they openly de- qualify Question 3 for the ballot,
clare for a party.
contributed $5 million. Gehl, whose
Question 3 is proposing a change family’s food manufacturing busito the Nevada Constitution, which ness made her a millionaire, has
means the ballot measure will need described herself as “politically
to be approved by voters twice — homeless.”
first this year, then again in 2024.
Kenneth Griffin, a hedge fund
If successful, it would be used CEO billionaire, gave $3 million.
for the first time in the 2026 elec- Griffin is a top GOP mega donor
tion cycle.
whose combined contributions to
$17 million in support
U.S. Senate and House races this
Question 3 has notable biparti- midterm election cycle have only

(KSNV) — Las Vegas City Hall
will host a special event on Election
Day to encourage the community to
come out to vote this year.
Vote Las Vegas will be held on
Tuesday, Nov. 8, from 11 a.m. to 2
p.m. and from 5 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.,
according to the city.
There will be food trucks, music,
free ice cream and other giveaways
available for attendees during those
times.
All registered voters in Clark
County can vote or drop off a mail-

in ballot at City Hall on Election
Day between 7 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Free parking will be available
at the lot on Clark Avenue between
Main and First streets.

Las Vegas City Hall to host Election
Day event for encouraging voting

Wolfson-Treffinger
(Continued from Page 5)
asson from cases involving Metro’s vice detail after
she publicly criticized Metro and the District Attorney,
according to audio recordings obtained by the Current
of Judicial Discipline Commission interviews with
Lombardo and Wolfson.
“It’s a complete violation of separation of powers,”
Treffinger said. “The executive branch should not be
interfering with the judicial branch. If you want to take
a judge off a case, there’s a clear protocol for that.”
‘Smart reforms’
Treffinger has firsthand knowledge of the justice
system. He was arrested in Nye County for possessing heroin. He said it “had mainly to do” with an
ex-girlfriend he was trying to get “clean.” He says his
successful completion of a diversion program allowed
him to keep his law license.
Wolfson has advertised ”smart reforms” such as diversion programs as part of his campaign, but Treffinger says the D.A.’s office does not consistently make
them available to defendants. Instead, the potential to
take part depends on which prosecutor has the case.
The Current reported Wolfson is unable to provide
basic data or results for the diversion programs he
has designed.
Wolfson has also been criticized for using prosecutors who serve as legislators and lobbyists to thwart

City Hall is also an early voting
site from Monday, Oct. 31, through
Thursday, Nov. 3, from 7:30 a.m. to
5:30 p.m. and will provide a dropoff box for mail-in ballots.

meaningful criminal justice reform.
“We were supportive of some bail reform matters.
We were supportive of decriminalizing traffic tickets.
We were supportive of reducing probationary terms,”
Wolfson told the Current last year when he announced
his re-election bid. “So, I don’t think it’s fair to say we
were against so many things.”
Among the reforms Wolfson opposed was abolishing the death penalty. He said the legislative session
doesn’t offer time for debate.
Treffinger, like Wolfson, says the death penalty
should be reserved for particularly heinous cases.
Racial tensions
This year, Wolfson backed out of a candidate
forum with Treffinger and primary opponent Ozzie
Fumo, sponsored by civil rights and Black advocacy
organizations, because he and his staff didn’t feel safe
participating, according to Yvette Williams, chairperson of the Clark County Black Caucus.
“There have been several events that NAACP has
hosted where they’ve had protesters attend and disrupt
the meeting,” Williams says. “And so he felt, and this is
his campaign saying this, that their team feels unsafe.”
ACLU of Nevada Executive Director Athar Haseebullah said in a statement. “I am mostly confused as to
why someone would be seeking public office if they
want to avoid the public entirely.”

been surpassed by Democratic billionaire George Soros and Republican billionaire Richard Uihlein.
Kathryn Murdoch, the daughterin-law of conservative billionaire
media mogul Rupert Murdoch,
gave $2.5 million. Murdoch has
described herself as a “radical
centrist” and was a major donor
to Democrats in the 2020 election
cycle.
John Sobrato, a billionaire real
estate developer, gave $1 million.
Sobrato has given primarily to
Democratic candidates, including
donating $4,000 to Cortez Masto
this year.
In-state contributors gave far
less to Question 3 — and they gave
it earlier in the campaign. Wynn
Resorts gave Nevada Voters First
$250,000 in September. (Former
Wynn CEO Matthew Maddox and
his wife, Katherine, each gave
$5,000 in March.) The Clark County Education Association’s PAC,
Strategic Horizons, gave $250,000
in February. The Nevada Association of Realtors gave $250,000 in
March.
Opponents of Question 3, such
as Battle Born Progress, which held
an event Monday centered on the
issue, argue the proposal is “the pet
project of a handful of billionaires
from across the country who think
they know better than Nevadans
how our elections should be run.”
Marquez, the Nevada Voters
First coalition member, pushes
back against that characterization.
He says he and fellow coalition
members — like Doug Goodman,
who founded Nevadans for Election
Reform, and Sondra Cosgrove, who
founded Vote Nevada — have been
pushing for election reform such as
this for years.
Goodman attempted to get a
different ranked choice voting system proposal on the ballot almost
a decade ago but failed to raise
the funds needed, according to his
website. Cosgrove attempted to get
an anti-gerrymandering ballot initiative on the ballot two years ago
but faltered over legal challenges
and pandemic restrictions.
Marquez says it was Nevadans
that sought out Gehl and her Institute for Political Innovation for
assistance — not the other way
around.
“We’re trying to win,” he says
flatly. “We knew we needed to work
with organizations that aligned with
that. … We knew we needed help.”
That $19 million raised for
Question 3 is buying at least $7.4
million in broadcast ads. The

campaign’s advertisement, which
features a veteran, speaks of voter
disenfranchisement of the nearly
one-third of Nevadans who are
registered nonpartisans and unable
to vote in primaries without registering with a party.
The amount raised in Nevada is
nearly double what was raised in
Massachusetts when ranked choice
voting appeared on their ballot in
2020. That effort, which was financially backed by many of the same
megarich donors, failed with 54.8
percent of voters rejecting it.
In 2020, Alaska voters narrowly
approved (50.5 percent) an open
primary/ranked choice voting ballot
measure, which is now in place and
being used. That effort, also backed
by Gehl’s organization, saw only a
fraction of the amount of money
being seen here in Nevada.
Who benefits?
Damore, the UNLV professor,
says it’s difficult to suss out which
party or types of candidates would
benefit from the implementation of
the proposed election system here
in Nevada. Much would depend
on how candidates, campaigns and
donors adapt to the new format.
“If parties don’t feel like they
can control their candidate. You
could wind up with some weird
outcomes,” he added.
Proponents of open primaries
and ranked choice say it forces
candidates to be collegial with one
another and emphasizes bipartisanship.
Marquez says moderate Republicans he’s spoken to see it as a way
to combat far-right “MAGA candidates.” He points out that Democrats have backed open primaries
and ranked choice in other states.
The Independent American Party, which 4.32 percent of Nevada
voters are registered to, opposes
the measure. IAP state chair Janine
Hansen told the Elko Daily Free
Press that the ballot measure would
“devastate minor party candidates“
and eliminate them from the general
election process.
“If Question 3 passes, no party
will have the opportunity in a party primary to determine who will
represent them and promote their
values,” she told the rural paper.
“This undermines our democratic
republic which flourishes in a system where party advocates promote
the free flow of ideas.”
The Libertarian Party of Nevada, which has less than 1 percent of
registered voters, declined to weigh
in on the ballot question, according
to its endorsement page.
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To comply with court ruling, Nye County
says vote totals won’t be released early
By Michael Lyle
Nevada Current
Nye County, which was recently
forced by the Nevada Supreme
Court to amend parts of its plans
for hand-counting ballots, assured
the secretary of state’s office in a
letter Monday that to comply with
the ruling it won’t livestream the
counting or otherwise prematurely
release election results.
The Nevada Supreme Court
unanimously ruled Oct. 21 that
Nye County has to “refrain from
livestreaming the hand-count readaloud process prior to the close of
the polls” on Nov. 8 and requires
observers to not release any information regarding election results
before Election Day voting is
completed.
The ACLU of Nevada, which
sued the county over its election
process, argued Nye’s plans violated state and federal law and worried
livestreaming and early release of
results would give candidates an
unfair advantage. The Supreme
Court ruled a livestream violates
state statute.
Mark Wlaschin, the elections
deputy with the secretary of state’s
office, asked Nye County to provide a written explanation of how
the county plans to comply with

the provisions from the court’s
decision, including how it intends
to “ensure public observers do not
prematurely learn any election
results.”
In a letter written by attorneys
with Marquis Aurbach, which is
representing the county, they said
instead of live streaming “the
recordings from the cameras in
the hand-count rooms will not be
released until the close of all polls
as determined by the Secretary of
State’s office.”
“At the earliest, the recordings will not be released until the
morning following the election,”
they wrote.
The ACLU of Nevada, which
sued the county over its election
process, was still reviewing the
letter Monday afternoon and wasn’t
able to provide feedback on Nye’s
proposed changes.
The letter also said the county
plans to have four to six different
rooms tallying ballots to prevent
observers from learning the results.
“As such, by simultaneously
spreading the hand count among
various rooms, not a single observer
will be able, even if they wanted to,
to learn the totality of the vote count
(i.e. election results),” according to
the letter.

Observers, according to the letter, will also be required to “declare
under the penalty of perjury that,
among other things, they will not
undertake any efforts to interfere
with, obstruct or otherwise impede
the election.”
Nye County is one of several
jurisdictions that proposed and
adopted a slew of changes to the
election process that stem from
baseless allegations of election
fraud and conspiracy theories about
the 2020 election.
Nevada Secretary of State Barbara Cegavske, a Republican,
reviewed allegations of election
issues following the 2020 election
and found no evidence of widespread voter fraud.
Yet, Republican Secretary of
State candidate Jim Marchant, an
election denier who has repeated

conspiracy theories about voter
fraud, joined other election deniers
in appealing to rural counties, including Nye County, to dump Dominion voting machines and switch
to hand-counting paper ballots.
Marchant and others push a
conspiracy that the machines can
be “flipped” to switch votes, an
allegation so bizarre that even
former President Donald Trump’s
own attorney general, William Barr,
described it as “idiotic.”
Nye’s longtime elections clerk
Sandra Merlino, who warned handcounts lead to “a lot of error,”
retired ahead of the election and
commissioner appointed Mark
Kampf, who falsely claimed former
Trump won the 2020 election.
Kampf announced plans ahead
of the election to do a hybrid
election process with machine tabulation and a hand-count, and the
ACLU of Nevada filed a lawsuit
earlier in October.
In a statement following Friday’s ruling, Sadmira Ramic, a
voting rights attorney with the
ACLU of Nevada, said the decision
“supports our freedom to vote and
makes it clear that every county
must follow all of Nevada’s election laws.”
“Nye County’s proposed pro-

cesses were illegal, and it was
important that we brought this
challenge to protect voters and our
democracy,” Ramic said. “As we
move forward into early voting
and onto Election Day, we will
be rolling out the largest legal
observation and poll monitoring
program the ACLU of Nevada has
ever done, and we will be ready to
jump into action to fight back voter
suppression.”
This wasn’t the only legal action
trying to prevent hand-counting
ballots.
The Nevada Secretary of State’s
office adopted a temporary regulation in August to establish
regulations for counties seeking to
conduct elections by hand-counting
paper ballots.
Because Nye County sought
a dual counting process, it was
exempt from following those regulations.
After the state began moving
forward with a regulation, the
Progressive Leadership Alliance
of Nevada filed a lawsuit trying to
block it,
The lawsuit, which was unsuccessful, alleged that the state was
depriving Nevadans of their rights
to a uniform, statewide standard for
counting votes.

7 p.m. Anyone in line at 7 p.m. is
legally allowed to cast a vote.
Voting locations for all counties
can be found on the Nevada Secretary of State website here. You can
visit any location in your county.
If you received a mail ballot,
you will be asked to surrender it
before voting. If you don’t have the
mail ballot to surrender, you will be
asked to sign an affirmation saying
you will not vote twice in the same
election.
If you are already registered
to vote, you do not need a picture
ID to vote in Nevada. You should
only have to give your name and
signature in order to vote.
What if…
What if I didn’t receive my
mail ballot? Voters who have not
received their mail ballot by Friday,
Oct. 21 can request a replacement
ballot from their county. Clark

County’s Election Department mail
ballot hotline is: (702) 455-6552.
What if I’m not registered to
vote? Nevada allows for same-day
voter registration. You will need a
valid (meaning not expired) Nevada
driver’s license or identification. If
your ID doesn’t have your current
address, you’ll also need proof of
residency too.
What if I see something shady
happen? You can fill out an “Election Integrity Violation Report” and
send it to the Nevada Secretary of
State. Go to https://www.nvsos.gov/
sos/elections/election-information/
report-potential-election-law-violation
More immediately: You can call
the nonpartisan Election Protection
hotline at 866-OUR-VOTE
What if I’m too young to vote?
Vote in the state’s student mock
election!

Everything you need to know about voting
in the Nevada’s 2022 general election
By April Corbin Girnus
Nevada Current
The midterm elections are officially upon us. Early voting starts
this weekend. Nevadans this year
get to decide who they want to
lead the state and represent their
interests in Washington D.C. for
years to come. While the ballot may
not have a presidential race at the
top of it, it will have a race some
believe could decide the fate of the
U.S. Senate, as well as three U.S.
House races, a gubernatorial race
and dozens of down-ballot races
that affect local spending and your
direct community.
Voters this year will also be
asked to weigh in on equal rights,
minimum wage and reforming the
current election system.
Voting in Nevada is easier than
in many states. Here’s what you
need to know:
Mail Ballots
All active registered voters by
default were sent mail ballots. You

Early voting line outside Desert Breeze Community
Center on first day of early voting in 2020.
can fill out this ballot and drop it in dropbox. There will be a dropbox
the mailbox. (Don’t forget to sign at every vote center.
the envelope!) You do not need
Voting in Person
postage. Your ballot will need to be
Early voting begins Saturday,
postmarked by Election Day, Nov. 8 Oct. 22 and runs through Friday,
and must be received by the county Nov. 4.
by 5 p.m. on Nov. 12 in order to be
Election Day is Tuesday, Nov.
counted.
8. Polls open at 7 a.m. and close at
Ballot Dropboxes
Voters can also drop off their
completed mail ballot at a physical
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NEVADA STATEHOOD, OCTOBER 31, 1864

How Nevada became the
36th star on the U.S. flag
By Thomas Mitchell
On October 31st Nevadans celebrate Nevada Day. On this day in
1864 Nevada became a state.
Not only was Nevada “Battle
Born,” as the flag proclaims, it
was battle bred and born after a
remarkably short gestation during
the Civil War.
With Southern states seceding
from the Union, in March 1861
President James Buchanan signed
the bill declaring Nevada a territory. Lopped off from the western
stretches of the Utah territory, the
territory grew in population with
the gold and silver booms of the
Comstock Lode and other finds.
But its population in 1864 was
still only about 30,000, just half of
the required 60,000 for statehood
and well short of the 100,000 that
each member of Congress at the
time represented.
Nevada was destined to become
a state for the most compelling of
reasons imaginable. No, not because the Union needed Nevada’s
gold and silver to wage the ebbing
Civil War. The Union got just as
much revenue from the territory.
President Lincoln needed the
votes in the election that occurred
eight days after he declared: “Now,
therefore, be it known, that I,
Abraham Lincoln, President of the
United States, in accordance with
the duty imposed upon me by the
act of congress aforesaid, do hereby
declare and proclaim that the said
State of Nevada is admitted into the
Union on an equal footing with the
original states.”
That is why Nevada became the
36th state and Utah did not become
a state until 1896, while New Mexico and Arizona remained territories
until 1912.
When Congress passed the Enabling Act for Nevada statehood on
March 21, 1864, Lincoln was in a
three-way contest with Gen. John
C. Fremont, a radical Republican,
and Gen. George B. McClellan, a
Democrat, both of whom Lincoln
had relieved of their commands
during the war.
It was feared the vote could be so
divided and close that the election
would have to be decided by the
House of Representatives, where
one more Republican representative
could make all the difference.
According to retired Nevada
State Archivist Guy Rocha, Nevada’s votes were needed to re-elect
Lincoln and build support for his
reconstruction policies, including
the 13th Amendment abolishing
slavery.
Fremont dropped out of the race
in September after brokering a deal
with Lincoln. The president then
carried 60 percent of the Nevada
vote and easily won re-election
with 212 electoral votes to 21 for
McClellan.
Nevada not only ratified the 13th
Amendment, as well as the 14th
Amendment, which guarantees due
process and equal protection under
law, but Nevada Sen. William M.
Stewart played a key role in the
drafting of the 15th Amendment
stating the “right of citizens of the
United States to vote shall not be
denied or abridged by the United
States or by any state on account
of race, color, or previous condition
of servitude.”
One of the first appeals for a
separate territory came from a
meeting in Gilbert’s saloon in Genoa in August 1857 instigated by
Maj. William Ormsby, according to
Thompson and West’s “History of
Nevada,” published in 1881.
From this meeting came the
appeal:
“The citizens inhabiting the
valleys within the Great Basin
of the American Continent, to be
hereinafter described, beg leave
respectfully to present for the earnest consideration of the President
of the United States, and the members of both Houses of Congress
this their petition; praying for the
organization of a new Territory of
the United States. We do not propose to come with any flourish of
trumpets or multiply words in this
memorial, but we propose simply
to submit a few plain statements as
the inducements and reasons which
actuate us in making this appeal
to those who have the power to

remedy the existing difficulties and
embarrassments under which we
now labor and suffer.”
Among those difficulties and
embarrassments was:
“In the winter-time the snows
that fall upon the summits and spurs
of the Sierra Nevada, frequently
interrupt all intercourse and communications between the Great
Basin and the State of California,
and the Territories of Oregon and
Washington, for nearly four months
every year. During the same time
all intercourse and communication
between us and the civil authorities
of Utah are likewise closed.
“Within this space of time, and
indeed from our anomalous condition during all seasons of the year,
no debts can be collected by law;
no offenders can be arrested, and
no crime can be punished except
by the code of Judge Lynch, and
no obedience to government can
be enforced, and for these reasons
there is and can be no protection
to either life or property except
that which may be derived from
the peaceably disposed, the good
sense and patriotism of the people,
or from the fearful, unsatisfactory,
and terrible defense and protection
which the revolver, the bowie-knife,
and other deadly weapons may
afford us.”
Nevada’s path to statehood
gained firm footing that same year
when Brigham Young, the territorial governor of Utah and president
of the Mormon Church, called on
church members to leave what is
now Nevada and other regions
to assemble in Salt Lake City to
prepare for an anticipated military
confrontation with the federal
government.
In 1858, a war measure was
directed at the Mormons, Rocha
recounts,
Congress’ Committee on Territories submitted a bill to create a
territorial government called Sierra
Nevada.
The name was shortened when
the committee submitted its written reasons for creating the new
territory: “to protect the public
mails traveling within and through
it; make safe and secure the great
overland route to the Pacific as far
as within its limits; restore friendly
relations with the present hostile
Indian tribes; contribute to the
suppression of the Mormon power
by the protection it might afford to
its dissatisfied members; and (be) of
material aid to our military operations. Thus satisfied and impressed,
your committee respectfully report
a bill for the formation of a new Territory … to be called the Territory
of Nevada.”
Dan De Quille the 30-year staffer of the Territorial Enterprise in
Virginia City stated the case a bit
more colloquially in his book “The
Big Bonanza.”
Occupying the western portion
of the vast Utah Territory, the miners of the Comstock range were a
long way from the longest arm of
any law, so they resorted to making
their own. At a meeting in Gold Hill
on June 11, 1859, various “rules
and regulations” were unanimously
adopted.
Among the more ignoble, De
Quille noted, was: “No Chinaman
shall hold a claim in this district.”
The rest were of the customary
Western laws — simple, swift and
strict.
— “Any person who shall wilfully and with malice aforethought
take the life of any person, shall,
upon being duly convicted there-

of, suffer the penalty of death by
hanging.”
— “Any person found guilty of
assault and battery, or exhibiting
deadly weapons, shall, upon conviction, be fined or banished, as the
jury may determine.”
De Quille — who like many of
his ilk, time and locale was known
to stretch the truth a bit — recounts
one tale of terrible swift justice.
In August of 1859 two thieves
by the names of George Ruspas
and David Reise stole a yoke of
cattle and attempted to sell them at
a suspiciously low price. They were
arrested, tried and sentenced by the
jury of their peers to have their left
ears cut off and be banished.
“Jim Sturtevant, an old resident
of Washoe Valley, was appointed
executioner,” De Quille writes. “He
drew out a big knife, ran his thumb
along the blade, and not finding its
edge just to his mind, gave it a few
rakes across a rock. He then walked
up to Reise and taking a firm hold
on the upper part of the organ designated by the jury, shaved it off,
close up, at a single slash. As he
approached Ruspas, the face of that
gentleman was observed to wear
a cunning smile. He seemed very
much amused about something.
The executioner, however, meant
business, and tossing Reise’s ear
over to the jury, who sat at the root
of the pine, he went after that of
Ruspas, whose eyes were following
every motion made and whose face
wore the expression of that of a man
about to say or do a good thing.
“Sturtevant pulled aside the fellow’s hair, which he wore hanging
down about his shoulders, and lo!
there was no left ear, it having been
parted with on some previous and
similar occasion. Here was a fix for
the executioner! His instructions
were to cut off the fellow’s left ear,
but there was no left ear on which
to operate. The prisoner now looked
him in the face and laughed aloud.
“The joke was so good that he
could no longer restrain himself.
Sturtevant appealed to the jury for
instructions. The jury were enjoying the scene not a little, and being,
in a good humor, said that they
would reconsider their sentence;
that rather than anyone should be
disappointed the executioner might
take off the prisoner’s right ear, if
he had one. The smile faded out of
the countenance of Ruspas as he
felt Sturtevant’s fingers securing a
firm hold on the top of his right ear.
An instant after, Sturtevant gave

a vigorous slash, and then tossed
Ruspas’ ear over to the jury, saying
as he did so, that they now had a
pair of ears that were ‘rights and
lefts’ and therefore properly mated.
“This little ceremony over, the
pair of thieves were directed to take
the road leading over the Sierras to
the beautiful ‘Golden State.’”
After the territory was created,
Lincoln promptly appointed party
loyalists to fill offices in the newly
carved out territory. James Nye of
New York was appointed governor
and Orion Clemens became secretary, bringing along his younger
brother Samuel to be an assistant.
Nye had campaigned for Lincoln
in the previous election. Orion Clemens had studied in the St. Louis
law office of Edward Bates, who
became Lincoln’s attorney general.
The younger Clemens brother
described with some probable embellishment their arrival in Carson
City:
“We arrived, disembarked, and
the stage went on. It was a ‘wooden’
town; its population two thousand
souls. The main street consisted of
four or five blocks of little white
frame stores which were too high
to sit down on, but not too high for
various other purposes; in fact,
hardly high enough. They were
packed close together, side by
side, as if room were scarce in that
mighty plain. …
“We were introduced to several
citizens, at the stage-office and on
the way up to the Governor’s from
the hotel — among others, to a Mr.
Harris, who was on horseback; he
began to say something, but interrupted himself with the remark:

“’I’ll have to get you to excuse
me a minute; yonder is the witness
that swore I helped to rob the California coach — a piece of impertinent intermeddling, sir, for I am
not even acquainted with the man.’
“Then he rode over and began
to rebuke the stranger with a
six-shooter, and the stranger began
to explain with another. … I never
saw Harris shoot a man after that
but it recalled to mind that first day
in Carson.
“This was all we saw that day,
for it was two o’clock, now, and
according to custom the daily
‘Washoe Zephyr’ set in; a soaring
dust-drift about the size of the
United States set up edgewise came
with it, and the capital of Nevada
Territory disappeared from view.”
By the time Sam Clemens
penned that introduction to Carson
City, he had adopted the pen name
Mark Twain.
Sam Clemens first used that
nom de plume on Feb. 3, 1863, in
dispatches from Carson City for the
Territorial Enterprise in Virginia
City. Ten years later he would offer
the quaint explanation about how
it was derived from his days as a
riverboat pilot on the ever-shifting Mississippi River, where the
leadsman would take soundings to
determine the depth. Twelve feet of
clearance was needed for the draft
of the paddleboats, thus the leadsman would call out for the log book,
“Mark twain,” or two fathoms.
But newspapering has always
been parching work for penurious
pay, the more Nevada centric and
less clean-cut explanation might be
closer to the truth, which Twain was
seldom averse to stretching.
Twain biographer Andrew Hoffman writes, “People who knew
Sam in Nevada said that he arrived
at the pseudonym by entering a
saloon and calling out in the leadsman’s singsong intonation ‘Mark
twain!’ — meaning the bartender
should pour two drinks and mark
them down on the debit ledger.”
Gov. Nye arrived on July 7,
1861, without mentioning gunfire
or zephyrs. He declared the Nevada
officially a territory on July 11. A
census found 16,374 souls residing
in said territory.
In an ironic turn of events, one
of the first acts of the newly elected
territorial legislature was to declare
(See Nevada Statehood, Page 10)

Experience the Las Vegas Tribune
each and every week at
lasvegastribune.net

Completely FREE of Charge
Unlike all other publications, we believe you
should have access to our news, features
and commentaries whenever you desire
absolutely FREE of charge anytime.

Page 10 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / October 26-November 1, 2022

Here’s why the price of groceries keeps rising

By Karl Evers-Hillstrom
The Hill
Americans continue to pay more at the
grocery store as surging food inflation shows
no signs of slowing down.
Grocery prices rose 13 percent over the
last year and 0.7 percent in September alone,
outpacing the annual 8.2 percent inflation rate
for all consumer products, according to the
most recent Labor Department data.
The price of fruits and vegetables increased by 10.4 percent annually, while
milk rose 15.2 percent and eggs soared 30.5
percent.
Prices could keep rising well into next
year, experts say, as it’s unclear when fundamental issues like Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine, extreme droughts and supply chain
snarls will let up.
“What we’re hearing and what we expect
is it’s going to be a pretty rocky fall,” said
Andy Harig, vice president of tax, trade,
sustainability and policy at the Food Industry
Association. “I think we’re probably into the
end of the second quarter next year before
we get to where it’s a little bit more stable
footing.”
Experts are concerned about the threat of
a recession coupled with high food prices,
which rose last month even as the cost of
gasoline, cars and other products fell.
While the Federal Reserve’s interest rate
hikes are slowing demand for certain discretionary goods, people will always need to
buy food, limiting the impact of monetary
policy on prices.
“When food prices increase, it’s an even
higher percentage of lower income households’ budgets,” said Jordan Teague, policy
director at anti-hunger organization Bread
for the World.
“If people need to pay rent or they have a
medical bill, they have to make really hard
decisions about what they’re not going to
pay for, and oftentimes that means buying
cheaper but less healthy foods or not buying
as much food.”
War in Ukraine stifles supply
Russia’s invasion hit the global food

According to government data released recently, the food at home index,
a measure of grocery store prices, increased 0.7 percent in September
from the month prior and saw a 13 percent increase over the last year.
system with a double whammy by reducing to African countries that rely on Ukraine
food exports from Ukraine — a top supplier for food and are facing widespread famine.
of wheat and cooking oils — and prompting Russia and Ukraine struck a deal to allow for
Russia to slow its fertilizer exports.
exports to proceed, but Moscow has threatFertilizer prices surged to record levels ened to undo it and recently annexed several
this year after Russia, the world’s top fertil- regions of Ukraine that account for roughly
izer exporter, halted its shipments in response one-fifth of the country’s wheat supply.
to international economic sanctions. Belarus,
Supply chain disruptions
another top fertilizer producer and an ally
remain a problem
of Moscow, has also limited its exports, as
Farmers and food processors have reporthas China.
ed difficulties transporting grain, livestock
That’s made growing crops more expen- and other products amid a shortfall of truck
sive than ever. Higher fuel prices brought on drivers, refrigerated trucks and railroad
by Russia’s invasion make it costlier for farm- workers.
Freight railroads, which transport roughly
ers and processors to operate equipment and
for manufacturers to produce food packaging. one-quarter of U.S. grain, have been plagued
“People knew going into the summer that by reliability issues that prevent food from
we should plant extra because there’s going getting to its destination on time, further
to be this huge global demand. But planting shrinking supply. The industry is scrambling
is so expensive now that in a lot of cases they to hire more conductors and engineers after
laying off large numbers of workers in recent
didn’t have the money,” Harig said.
Global wheat prices spiked following years.
Since May, railroads on average failed to
Moscow’s invasion, which blocked Ukraine
from accessing the Black Sea, its main trade fulfill 14 percent of freight deliveries and archannel. That’s translated to massive price rived late 30 percent of the time, according to
increases for flour, cereal and bread in the the Surface Transportation Board. Railroads
were forced to briefly cancel agricultural
U.S. and abroad.
U.S. producers have upped their exports shipments last month amid a potential rail

strike, which was averted but could reemerge
as a threat to the supply chain in mid-November.
Barges, which transport 13 percent U.S.
grain, are the latest mode of transportation
to face issues. Many barges are struggling to
travel through the Mississippi River, a key
agricultural channel, due to dangerously low
water levels.
The situation is “especially problematic
during the height of harvest season, when
farmers are looking to move grain to storage
facilities,” according to American Farm Bureau Federation economist Daniel Munch.
“Without relief, many producers will
scramble to find places to store their goods
or face exorbitant wait times and costs to
acquire transportation,” he wrote in a post
on Thursday.
Progressive lawmakers and advocacy
groups have criticized large multinational
corporations for failing to invest in resilient
supply chains and instead using their excess
funds to reward shareholders with stock
buybacks.
Extreme weather and
disease ravages farms
This year’s harsh droughts have devastated farms across the U.S., shrinking yields and
ultimately driving up prices at the grocery
store.
Climate change has hit farmers in the
American West particularly hard. That’s
driven up the price of tree nuts, fruits and
vegetables that are almost entirely grown in
states plagued by drought.
Top trade partners are also feeling the
effects of heat waves. The price of coffee
beans spiked this year after severe droughts
hammered coffee crops in South America.
At the same time, huge outbreaks of bird
flu this spring contributed to a 17.2 percent
hike in the price of poultry over the last 12
months as other meats saw smaller increases.
Turkey breast prices reached an all-time
high in September — 112 percent pricier than
the same period last year — after widespread
outbreaks curtailed production, according to
the Farm Bureau.

Supply chain woes, inflation could push cost
of Thanksgiving turkeys to highest levels
By Chloe Folmar
The Hill
Thanksgiving turkeys will likely skyrocket in price this year due to inflation, supply
chain issues and outbreaks of the avian flu
among flocks.
Inflation and economic instability have
caused turkey prices to shoot up as farmers
pay more for their feed and labor, while supply shortages continue to affect the industry,
according to The New York Times.
Supply chain issues began to affect turkey farms in 2019 and were exacerbated
by two years of COVID-19 infections and
restrictions, bringing prices for fresh, skinless
turkey breasts up by 112 percent.
The Department of Agriculture found that
the average price of frozen turkeys is up by
73 percent since last year.
On Wednesday, the wholesale price had
inflated to $1.85 per pound, compared to 90
cents per pound in 2019, according to price
reporting agency Urner Barry.
Natural causes have also harmed the tur-
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(Continued from Page 9)
gambling illegal. According to Russell Elliott’s “History of Nevada,” Gov. Nye delivered an impassioned appeal to lawmakers:
“I particularly recommend that you pass
stringent laws to prevent gambling. It holds
all the seductive vices extent, I regard that of
gambling as the worst. It holds out allurement
hard to be resisted. It captivates and ensnares
the young, blunts all the moral sensibilities
and ends in utter ruin.”
The law carried a fine of $500 and two
years in jail.
While the lawmakers for the territory were
outlawing what would one day generate more
wealth than all the gold and silver mines,
they also were still dithering over what name
the future state would bear. At one point
the legislature approved an act “to frame a
Constitution and State Government for the
State of Washoe.” The names of Humboldt
and Esmeralda also were bandied about until
Nevada won out.
But the path from territory to statehood
was nearly derailed by an old familiar issue
that resonates 150 years later — mining taxes.
At first the residents of the territory
voted by a margin of 4-to-1 for statehood
in September 1863. But in January 1864 a
Constitution that would have taxed mining at
the same rate as other enterprises was voted
down by a similar 4-to-1 margin.
Then in July 1864 a revised document that
changed mining taxes to “net proceeds” —
allowing deduction of expenses — passed on
a vote of 10,375 to 1,284.
With time running out before the November election, the new Constitution was
telegraphed to Washington, D.C., at a cost
of $3,416.77.
Nevada’s motto — “All for Our Country”
— and its Constitution reflect the Battle Born
nature of the times and divided country.
The Constitution contains a seemingly

incongruous amalgam of the Declaration of
Independence and a loyalty oath:
“All political power is inherent in the
people[.] Government is instituted for the
protection, security and benefit of the people;
and they have the right to alter or reform the
same whenever the public good may require
it. But the Paramount Allegiance of every
citizen is due to the Federal Government in
the exercise of all its Constitutional powers
… The Constitution of the United States confers full power on the Federal Government
to maintain and Perpetuate its existance
[existence], and whensoever any portion of
the States, or people thereof attempt to secede
from the Federal Union, or forcibly resist the
Execution of its laws, the Federal Government may, by warrant of the Constitution,
employ armed force in compelling obedience
to its Authority.”
Both of Nevada’s new senators arrived
in Washington in time to vote for the 13th
Amendment abolishing slavery and the new
state’s lawmakers approved it on Feb. 16,
1865.
Sen. Stewart later wrote:
“It was understood that the Government at
Washington was anxious that Nevada should

key industry, including drought throughout
the country and avian flu.
The Agriculture Department reports that
3.6 percent of turkeys nationwide have been
killed by an aggressive strain of the flu this
year.
More than 7 million of the birds infected
during 2022 died of the avian influenza,
rates of death peaking over the summer as
Thanksgiving preparations began.
This week, new outbreaks were confirmed
in Utah and Pennsylvania, adding on to the
total of 42 states where the flu has spread.
Despite challenges, shoppers are likely
to find turkeys in time for Thanksgiving,
though they may not be as high quality and
low priced as other years.
“They’ll find a turkey of some kind. It just
might not be that nice 10-pounder,” Urner
Barry Senior Vice President Russ Whitman
told the Times of customers seeking birds.
“It’s essentially a ‘you’re going to take
what you get and feel good about it’ situation.”

become a State in order that her Senators and
Representative might assist in the adoption
of amendments to the Constitution in aid of
the restoration of the Southern States after
the Union should be vindicated by war. Another and very important factor in inducing
the people to vote for statehood was the
unsatisfactory judiciary condition under a
territorial form of government. … The morning after I took my seat in the Senate I called
upon President Lincoln at the White House.
He received me in the most friendly manner,
taking me by both hands, and saying: ‘I am
glad to see you here. We need as many loyal
States as we can get, and, in addition to that,
the gold and silver in the region you represent
has made it possible for the Government to
maintain sufficient credit to continue this
terrible war for the Union. I have observed
such manifestations of the patriotism of your
people as assure me that the Government can
rely on your State for such support as is in
you power.’”
Lincoln was assassinated on April 14,
1865.
The original territory created in 1861
was added to in 1862 and 1866 by slicing
off vertical chunks of western Utah. In 1867
the southern-most part of the state, now
mostly Clark County, was added by taking
the westernmost reaches of the Arizona Territory. Until 1909, Clark County was a part
of Lincoln County.
On Nov. 2, 1864, The New York Herald
published a glowing account of the state’s
admission and what it meant for the nation.
The article began:
“The proclamation of President Lincoln,
published in the Herald of Monday, absorbs
the Territory of Nevada, with its untold
wealth of riches in gold, silver and other
minerals, into the ever swelling bosom of
the United States. Nevada, but yesterday
an isolated place on which but little public

interest concentrated, has suddenly become
a place of paramount importance, as a new
and valuable state of the Union.
“Today we give a map of the new State in
connection with this sketch of the history of
its progress and wealth. The State is called
‘Nevada,’ from the old Spanish nomenclature,
that word signifying ‘snowy,’ from the word
‘nieve,’ which means snow in the Castilian
language.”
The article concludes breathlessly: “There
can be no doubt that the future of the new
State will be as propitious as its beginning.
With so much available wealth in its bosom,
it is natural that it must attract intelligent and
enterprising people to go and settle there.”
Nevada did not have an official flag until
1905. That version had the word Nevada in
the middle with the words Silver at the top
and Gold at the bottom with rows of stars
between the words. The Battle Born flag
was not adopted until 1929. It was revised
slightly in 1991 to make the word Nevada
easier to read.
When Nevada became a state, its new
Constitution contained a so-called Disclaimer
Clause, just like every other new state being
admitted, in which the residents of the territory were required to “forever disclaim all
right and title to the unappropriated public
lands lying within said territory, and that the
same shall be and remain at the sole and entire
disposition of the United States.”
Nevada’s enabling act also states that the
land “shall be sold,” with 5 percent of proceeds going to the state.
The land was never sold and to this day
various federal agencies control approximately 85 percent of the land in the state.
The Disclaimer Clause was repealed by
the voters in 1996, but nothing has been done
about it since by any governor, congressman
or attorney general.
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Here are the seven Senate seats most likely to flip
By Al Weaver
The Hill
A little more than two weeks stand between now and Election Day, and it’s likely going to come down to the wire as
Republicans and Democrats duke it out for Senate supremacy.
The two sides are fresh off of third-quarter fundraising
releases and squarely in the middle of debate season, with
Republicans starting to feel that the economic tide has turned
in their favor at exactly the right moment.
On the Democratic side, abortion remains the hallmark
issue that candidates are messaging on far and wide in order
to help keep control of the upper chamber.
Here’s a look at the seven Senate seats most likely to flip
next month:

still be on Fetterman on Tuesday when he and Oz take part
in the first and only debate of the campaign.
“The question is: Are answers to the questions the voters
have about the economy good enough to carry us?” said T.J.
Rooney, a Pennsylvania-based Democratic strategist who
previously ran the state’s Democratic Party. “There’s light
at the end of the tunnel, and that’s exciting.”

In nearly every poll conducted in the North Carolina race
since Labor Day, Rep. Ted Budd (R) has either led or tied
Democrat Cheri Beasley.

The Georgia Senate race has remained tight despite reports
about Herschel Walker (R) paying for a woman’s abortion
despite publicly calling for an abortion ban without
exceptions against Sen. Raphael Warnock (D).

According to three October surveys, the margin in the race
between Sen. Catherine Cortez Masto and Attorney General
Adam Laxalt (R) has not been more than 2 points.
Nevada
Sen. Catherine Cortez Masto’s (D) battle with former
state Attorney General Adam Laxalt (R) is coming down to
the wire, with the winner set to help determine the future of
the Senate majority.
Cortez Masto, a first-term senator, and Laxalt have long
been considered the hallmark Senate match-up on the board,
and the finish seems to be living up to its billing. According to
three surveys released since the start of October, the margin
has not been more than 2 points, with Laxalt leading the most
recent CBS News-YouGov poll released on Thursday by a
single percentage point.
“Everything points to a very close election. It’s all about
GOTV, GOTV, GOTV,” said Greg Ferraro, a Nevada-based
GOP strategist, using shorthand for “get out the vote.”
“Most Nevada voters are probably decided. It’s a function now of blocking and tackling — ID’ing the voters and
getting them out.”
The mechanics of that operation kick into high gear this
weekend in one sense, as early voting starts on Saturday and
mail-in ballots in the state’s two most populous counties —
Washoe (Reno and Carson City) and Clark (Las Vegas) — hit
mailboxes in the past week.
On top of the massive money that has flooded the state,
top surrogates are appearing in Nevada over the final month
of the campaign. Former President Trump appeared recently
in northern Nevada, while former President Obama is slated
to campaign for Cortez Masto and Gov. Steve Sisolak (D) on
Nov. 1 in Las Vegas. President Biden on Thursday indicated
that he too will make the trip west to appear in support of
Democratic candidates.

The race between Lt. Gov. John Fetterman (D) and Mehmet
Oz was considered a prime opportunity for Democrats to
gain a seat in the Senate but has now become a true toss-up.
Pennsylvania
Lt. Gov. John Fetterman’s (D) campaign has long been
considered the best pickup opportunity for Democrats, especially over the summer after Mehmet Oz limped out of a
taxing primary. While Democrats still view him as their best
shot to flip a seat, the dynamics of the race have changed
substantially since mid-August as Oz, with the help of GOP
outside groups, has made this a true toss-up contest with more
than two weeks to go.
Attacks targeting Fetterman’s record on crime and personal
background have vaulted Oz into a race that political operatives on both sides believe will go down to the wire. A new
Fox 29-Insider Advantage poll showed the two candidates
tied at 46 percent — marking Oz’s best showing in a general
election survey.
A central question throughout the race has concerned
Fetterman’s health following the stroke he suffered days
before the primary in May. On Wednesday, a doctor who
examined Fetterman declared that he is in good health and
“has no work restrictions” in the final weeks. All eyes will

Georgia
The national mood is trending Republican, but Herschel
Walker (R) is testing that thought against Sen. Raphael Warnock (D) in what continues to be among the most contentious
and hard-fought campaigns on the map.
The reverberations from reports that Walker paid for an
abortion kept up this week as Warnock’s campaign rolled out
a new ad titled “Hypocrite,” blasting the former University
of Georgia running back over his calls for an abortion ban
without exceptions (a position he has since tried to claw back).
“For you, Herschel Walker wants to ban abortion,” the ad’s
narrator said before turning to the allegations.
Nevertheless, the race has remained close, with top Republicans deciding to stick it out in support of Walker despite
the allegations. They continue to think Walker has a real
chance to pull out a victory on Nov. 8, and that could be due
in part to the potential margin of victory by Georgia Gov.
Brian Kemp (R) over Democrat Stacey Abrams. According
to the latest RealClearPolitics average, Kemp leads by 5.6
percentage points.
“It’s still tight,” one GOP operative involved in Senate
races said. “Is there a Venn diagram where there is 5 to 10
percent of Kemp voters who vote for Warnock? Five percent
I can see. Ten percent seems like it’s pushing it.”

extended his lead.
“Although it is still competitive, Ted Budd is the favorite to
win North Carolina’s U.S. Senate election based on our latest
poll numbers,” Peter Francia, director of the ECU Center for
Survey Research, said in a statement. The ECU poll showed
Budd leading by 6 percentage points.

One of the biggest issues for Rep. Tim Ryan (D) in his race
against J.D. Vance is that he has been unable to rake in
more than 45 percent in any poll in October.
Ohio
As the old adage has it, close doesn’t count except in horseshoes and hand grenades. That’s the issue facing Rep. Tim
Ryan (D) as he continues to trail closely behind Republican
J.D. Vance in what has become an increasingly red state in
recent years.
According to the latest surveys, Vance holds a 2.5 percentage point lead. However, the biggest problem for Ryan is that
he has been unable to rake in more than 45 percent in any poll
this month. The Ohio Democrat tried to land punches against
Vance, who won the GOP primary on the back of Trump’s
endorsement earlier this year, but it hasn’t helped him make
a meaningful dent.
“Tim Ryan is running a great campaign,” a second GOP
strategist involved in Senate races told The Hill. “The problem
for him is predicated on him trying to convince people he’s
a Republican. He’s been a liberal Democrat for 20 years. …
The idea that this is a race is just silly.”

The GOP has hit Lt. Gov. Mandela Barnes (D) with a series
of ads undercutting him on crime and a host of other issues,
helping to give Sen. Ron Johnson (R) a 3 point lead in the
race as he seeks a third term in office.
Wisconsin
Lt. Gov. Mandela Barnes (D) remains in the ballgame in
his bid to defeat Sen. Ron Johnson (R), who holds a small
lead in the final weeks as he seeks a third term in office.
After trailing in August following the state’s late primary,
a barrage of GOP ads aimed at undercutting Barnes on crime
and a host of other issues seems to have paid off, as Johnson
now holds a nearly 3 percentage point lead over the sitting
lieutenant governor.
What should be of concern for Barnes at this point harkens
back to 2016. Throughout Johnson’s first reelection campaign,
he trailed in every single poll leading up to election day, and
he still won. The Wisconsin incumbent has led or tied in every
poll taken over the past month, including a recent Marquette
Law School poll that showed him leading Barnes by 6 points.
Nevertheless, Democrats like their chances to spring the
upset on Nov. 8.
“Incredibly close. … It feels as good as it ever has,” one
Democratic strategist told The Hill. “There was a moment
in early September when Barnes was ahead and then there
was late September when Johnson was ahead. It seems like
things are tied and a bit of a jump ball.”
North Carolina
In one of the quietest races on the Senate map, Rep. Ted
Budd (R) holds a slim but steady lead over Democrat Cheri
Beasley in the contest to succeed the retiring Sen. Richard
Burr (R)
In survey after survey conducted since Labor Day, Budd
has either led or been tied, even though his margin over the
Democratic challenger has remained within the margin of
error in a number of polls. According to each of the most
recent surveys released by the Trafalgar Group and East
Carolina University (ECU), the sitting congressman has

Sen. Maggie Hassan’s (D) lead could continue to narrow
as economic issues become more and more prominent in
voters’ minds in Don Boldue’s favor.
New Hampshire
The biggest change on this list from the previous edition is
in the Granite State where Sen. Maggie Hassan (D) remains
the favorite over Republican Don Bolduc, but the race could
end up closer than some anticipate.
Buoyed by a late primary and the lack of a marquee GOP
challenger (see: New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu), Hassan
has seen what was expected to be a tough-as-nails general
election sail by the wayside. However, if national sentiment
has anything to say, Hassan’s lead — which sits at 7 points,
according to the latest AARP survey — could narrow as
economic issues continue to crop up.
Fuel behind the idea of a possible upset cropped up on Friday as Bolduc’s campaign released an internal poll conducted
by a firm run by Tony Fabrezio, former President Trump’s
pollster, showing Hassan leading by 2 percentage points (49
percent to 47 percent).
“If I’m placing a bet, [Democrats] probably hold on to it,
but it’s closer than people think,” said the first GOP operative.
However, cold water was poured on that idea only hours
later as the Senate Leadership Fund, which is run by allies of
Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.), canceled
$5.6 million in ads in the Granite State, a sign that national
Republicans are waving the white flag on the race.

Biden is viewed as a drag on Democratic midterm hopes
By Amie Parnes
The Hill
President Biden is once again being
viewed as a serious drag on his party’s midterm prospects, after a late summer bump
had some thinking he would be less of an
anchor around Democratic lawmakers seeking reelection.
With three weeks to go until Election Day,
Democrats say they are worried that Biden’s
shaky approval ratings will end up hurting
their chances in the House and Senate races.
And as inflation soars and fear of a recession continues to mount, Democrats say the
president will end up being “the fall guy,” as
one source put it, even if some in the party
don’t think the criticism is entirely fair.
“It’s all about the economy, and at the
end of the day, everything is more expensive
than it was a year ago, retirement accounts
are plummeting, and gas prices are lower but
they’re inching up again,” one Democrats
strategist acknowledged. “And President

Biden is in charge, so of course people are
going to point to him, unfairly or not.”
A New York Times-Siena College poll
released Monday showed that 49 percent of
likely voters said they would select a Republican for Congress and 45 percent said they
expected to vote for a Democrat. The poll
indicates an improvement for Republicans
since last month, when Democrats held a

1-point lead among likely voters.
The poll gave new worries to Democrats
focused on the midterms and also has many
reassessing Biden’s strength as a candidate
for reelection in 2024.
The same survey showed former President
Trump beating Biden 45 to 44 percent in a
hypothetical rematch in two years.
Biden’s national polling average has risen
slightly in recent weeks, according to the
political site FiveThirtyEight, but it is still
hovering around 42 percent, with 53 percent
of those surveyed disapproving.
Some Democratic strategists say voters
have been able to separate Biden’s performance from candidates such as John
Fetterman, the Democrat running against
Republican Mehmet Oz in Pennsylvania,
and Sen. Raphael Warnock (D), who is being
challenged by Republican Herschel Walker
in Georgia.
“What’s been interesting this cycle is
watching candidates like Fetterman and

Warnock in strong positions while Biden’s
numbers have dragged,” said Democratic
strategist Christy Setzer.
“It seems like voters were already mentally divorcing Biden’s performance from that
of Democratic Senate and House candidates,
which means he’s not and hasn’t been a drag,
but he’s also not helping bolster poll numbers
for the Mandela Barnes of the world,” Setzer
said, referring to the Democratic candidate
for Senate in Wisconsin.
“That job still, apparently, falls to Barack
Obama,“ Setzer added, as the former president is expected to make a trip to Wisconsin
to help boost the party’s candidate.
Obama is also expected to campaign in
Detroit and Atlanta in the final weeks before
the midterm elections.
Some Democrats don’t want Biden at their
campaign events, believing his presence in
public is more of a harm than a help.
Rep. Tim Ryan (D), who is running for
(See Biden Viewed as a Drag, Page 12)
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GOP seizes momentum in battle for Congress
By Emily Brooks
The Hill
Republicans are growing more and more
optimistic that they will seize majorities in
the House and Senate as a series of polls
provides momentum for the party, while
stubborn inflation numbers hurt President
Biden and Democrats.
The GOP has long been confident in taking back control of the House, an outcome
forecasted by numerous election analysts.
But Republicans are now feeling better
about the size of their potential victory in
the chamber — and for their chances in the
Senate, which has consistently been seen as
a tighter affair.
“We do have the wind at our backs headed
into the election because of environmental
movements, where things are looking or like
a traditional midterm, and Republican outside
spending leveling the playing field,” said one
national Republican operative.
A batch of recent polling has put Republicans back over Democrats when voters are
asked which party they would prefer on the
generic congressional ballot.
An Oct. 9-12 New York Times-Siena
College poll found a new 4-point advantage
for Republicans on the generic ballot, with
49 percent of likely voters saying they would
pick the Republican candidate for Congress
compared to 45 percent for Democrats. That
marks a shift from September, when the poll
found Democrats had a 1-point advantage.
A Harvard-Harris poll similarly found
an increase for Republicans on a generic
congressional ballot question, with a 6-point
advantage (53 percent to 47 percent) for
likely voters in an Oct. 12-13 poll. Among
all registered, Republicans and Democrats
were split 50-50, a change from September,
when Democrats held a 2-point advantage
over Republicans, 51 percent to 49 percent.
An outlier Fox News poll from Oct. 9-12,
however, sees Democrats with a 3-point advantage, 44 percent to 41 percent, among all
registered voters, unchanged from September. Among those who “feel certain to vote,”
though, Republicans have a 1-point edge.
“Republicans are closing strong by
staying focused on the quality of life issues

voters care about and tuning out the noise.
Democrats are in a full-blown panic because
they spent the election year focused on their
base’s pet issues instead of ones affecting the
majority of Americans, and they’re going to
pay for it in November,” Jack Pandol, communications director for the Senate Leadership Fund super PAC aligned with Senate
Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.),
said in a statement.
A big reason for the GOP optimism and
new Democratic pessimism is inflation.
Data released last week showed that inflation is not slowing down.
Consumer price index data showed a 0.4
percent rise in September, though the annual
inflation rate dropped slightly, to 8.2 percent.
The issue remains a top issue for voters
across various polls, with many finding that
Republicans have an edge when it comes
to who voters think would handle the issue
better.
President Biden’s approval rating, a traditional national mood indicator for midterm
elections, remains underwater, with some
recent polls finding a double-digit net disapproval rating. In the New York Times-Siena
poll, 39 percent of likely voters approved
of his job performance, while 58 percent
disapproved.
Biden’s poor approval ratings, Republicans say, have the potential to help the party
score upsets in what would normally be seen

as hard-to-reach states like Colorado, Washington or even Connecticut.
“Biden’s underwater everywhere, and
so when that happens, there’s always the
potential somebody runs a good race that
they could pull off a shocker,” said National
Republican Senatorial Committee Communications Director Chris Hartline.
Democrats contend that they long expected polls to tighten, and that new national
polls are not cause for alarm in many key
Senate races.
They take pride in some of their most
important Senate incumbents being well-positioned for reelection, after “candidate
quality” — as McConnell once put it — led
Republicans to downplay expectations.
Sen. Mark Kelly (D), for instance, has a
massive cash advantage in the Senate Arizona
race, while Republicans have bickered over
outside spending for GOP nominee Blake
Masters. National Republican groups slashed
millions of dollars in ad reservations there
in August.
And Democrats say personal scandals for
Republican candidates are filling headlines.
“In each of these races Republicans are
on defense as their candidates’ scandals,
personal baggage and unpopular policy positions dominate voters’ attention in the closing
weeks of the campaign,” Nora Keefe, spokesperson for Democratic Senatorial Campaign
Committee, said in a statement. “We’ve been

preparing all cycle long for these races to be
tight, and we’re confident voters will reject
the flawed GOP candidates in these states on
election day.”
But Republicans at national political
groups say they see promising signs in several
Senate races.
In Georgia, Republicans think that Republican Senate nominee Herschel Walker scored
points with a strong debate performance
against Sen. Raphael Warnock (D) on Friday
that exceeded expectations after weeks of
negative headlines. News reports that Walker
paid for an abortion — which he has denied
— do not yet appear to be swaying the race.
Republicans think that their messaging
on crime has been particularly effective in
Pennsylvania, where Republican nominee
Mehmet Oz has hammered Democratic Lt.
Gov. John Fetterman over his record of
making pardons and commutations more
accessible.
The Fetterman campaign brushes off
those points and says that Republicans have
misrepresented Fetterman’s positions — that
while he agreed with a statement that a third
of the state’s inmates could be released without a threat to public safety, he does not want
to release them all.
“Despite those attacks, John’s not only
still standing but winning,” said Fetterman
spokesman Emilia Rowland, pointing to a
Monmouth University poll last week that
found more voters trust Fetterman on crime.
Sen. Catherine Cortez Masto (D-Nev.) has
hovered in the mid-40s in the polls versus
Republican Adam Laxalt. She debuted a
partly biographical video on Monday, which
GOP strategists said indicates warning signs
about recognition among voters at this late
stage of the campaign.
Cortez Masto’s campaign also pushed
back.
“Senator Cortez Masto was born and
raised in Nevada, she’s lived her whole life
here, and she’s been working to lower costs
for Nevadans,” press secretary Sigalle Reshef
said in a statement. “Adam Laxalt has a record of peddling the Big Lie about election
fraud and working to take away a woman’s
right to choose.”

GOP sees parents’ rights as sleeper issue in midterms
By Brett Samuels
The Hill
Republicans are seizing on the
issue of parents’ rights ahead of
November, arguing it could swing
key Senate and House races toward
their party and help them win back
power in Congress.
The descriptor covers an array of
issues that bubbled to the forefront
after the onset of the COVID-19
pandemic, but broadly argues in
favor of giving parents a say in their
children’s education, including
where they attend school, what they
are taught and how LGBTQ issues
are discussed.
“Parents want education, not indoctrination, and we should expect
this movement to have a major impact in the midterm elections. This
is one of many issues causing voters
to support conservatives — the
same people who care about education care about others like inflation
and crime,” Jessica Anderson, executive director of the conservative
group Heritage Action, said in a
statement to The Hill.
Republicans believe Virginia
Gov. Glenn Youngkin’s (R) victory last year provides a blueprint
for how the issue can propel GOP
candidates to success. Youngkin
capitalized on frustration over
mask mandates and remote learning
even after vaccines were widely
available, as well as the handling of
LGBTQ issues in the classroom, in
his campaign to defeat former Gov.
Terry McAuliffe (D).
Republicans believe many of
those same issues apply to parents
across the country and that they
can convince voters that Democrats
are a party that overreaches and
makes decisions that are better left
to parents.
“Whether it’s unscientific lockdowns and mask mandates, destructive ideologies, or an open border
that’s allowing ‘rainbow’ fentanyl
targeting children to pour into our
country, Democrats consistently

Educators, ministers and civil rights activists protest against legislative proposals to give people outside the
public school system more power to shape what goes on in classrooms, on Tuesday, Feb. 15, 2022, at the
Statehouse in Topeka, Kan. Conservatives argue that they’re promoting transparency and empower parents.
put their special interests first, and
our kids suffer for it,” Republican
National Committee Chairwoman
Ronna McDaniel wrote in an op-ed
earlier this month for Newsmax.
Republicans this week seized
on legislation put forward in 2020
by a Virginia state delegate that
would have expanded the definition
of child abuse to include causing
mental or physical injury due to a
child’s gender identity.
The delegate, Elizabeth Guzman, recently campaigned with
Rep. Abigail Spanberger (D-Va.),
who is in one of the most closely
contested House races on the ballot
this November.
“Abigail Spanberger is campaigning with woke radicals that
don’t believe in parental rights and
want parents jailed because Spanberger agrees with these insane
policies,” National Republican
Congressional Committee spokesperson Camille Gallo said in a
statement.
Republicans circulated a local
news story last week that said the
bill would have made it a crime not

Biden Viewed as a Drag

(Continued from Page 11)
Senate in Ohio, gave a blunt answer earlier
this month when asked if he would be inviting
Biden on the trail with him.
“No, I’m not, and I’m really not inviting
anybody,” Ryan said in interview on Fox
News.
Biden has participated in a mix of events
this month to rally Democrats. While he did
appear alongside candidates including Rep.
Katie Porter (Calif.), Los Angeles mayoral
candidate Rep. Karen Bass and Tina Kotek,
the Oregon governor candidate, most of his
help has been in fundraising for the Demo-

to affirm a child’s gender identity,
though Guzman refuted that description on Twitter.
Strategists largely agree that the
midterms will turn on voters’ views
on the economy, with much of the
focus on the cost of gas, groceries
and other goods. Abortion rights
will also likely be a major factor in
the wake of the Supreme Court decision overturning Roe v. Wade and
some Republicans subsequently
pushing for national restrictions on
when women can get the procedure.
But parents’ rights are an issue
many voters feel strongly about,
according to Republican strategists and grassroots activists, and
lawmakers have been publicly
discussing the topic for months.
House Republicans last November released a proposed “Parents
Bill of Rights” that calls for parents
to know what is being taught at
their kids’ schools, to be aware of
budgeting decisions in school districts and to be able to protect their
child’s privacy. Rep. Elise Stefanik
(N.Y.), a member of House GOP
leadership, promoted the proposal

cratic Congressional Campaign Committee
and the Democratic National Committee.
The president will travel to Philadelphia
on Thursday to participate in a reception for
Fetterman. But it’s unclear if he will appear
on camera with the candidate.
On Tuesday, the White House sought to
keep the issue of abortion at the forefront of
the election season when Biden delivered an
address hosted by the Democratic National
Committee. A day earlier, Biden held an
event at the White House to draw attention
to a new website his administration launched
for student loan borrowers to have as much

on Twitter as recently as last week.
Heritage Action conducted polling in early September of 1,900
likely voters in Arizona, Georgia,
New Hampshire, Nevada and Wisconsin — five battleground states
that will likely determine control
of the Senate that also have key
House races.
The poll found that roughly
one-third of voters listed something
other than the economy, inflation
or abortion as the most important
issue to them heading into November. It also found voters in those
states overwhelmingly agreeing
with Republicans on the issue of
“age-appropriate schooling.”
Sixty-eight percent of those
surveyed, including 71 percent of
independents, said public schools
should not be teaching children
younger than the fourth-grade level
about sex, sexual preferences or
gender identity, and that it should
instead be left up to parents to discuss those topics.
“Education and parents’ rights is
an important issue this election, just
as it was in Virginia last year, and

as $20,000 of their debt canceled.
Last week, Biden traveled to the West
Coast for a Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee reception in Los Angeles,
as well as a grassroots volunteer event with
Oregon Democrats and a reception for Kotek.
Democrats close to the White House acknowledge that many candidates have intentionally kept their distance from the president,
relying instead on surrogates, including first
lady Jill Biden, for help.
And political observers say Biden isn’t
the only president who has found himself in
such a position.

Republican candidates will be victorious, just ask Terry McAuliffe,”
Danielle Alvarez, communications
director for the Republican National Committee, said in a statement.
Democratic leaders have argued
it is Republicans who are overreaching on these issues, specifically those dealing with LGBTQ
issues in the classroom. They have
condemned legislation passed in
Florida that prohibits the discussion
of sexual orientation in the classroom as an attack on transgender
youth who are already at risk.
“Look, our thinking is we are
going to focus on the here and now.
We’re going to focus on the wins
that we have been able to make for
the American people,” White House
press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre
said last month when asked about
the GOP’s proposed agenda, including a parents’ bill of rights.
There are already signs the issue
will linger beyond the midterms and
into the 2024 race.
Youngkin is viewed as a possible
under-the-radar candidate to run
for president, and he has delivered
on many of his campaign promises
focused on education and parents’
rights.
Former Vice President Mike
Pence has for years championed
expanded school choice initiatives,
and he traveled to Arizona last week
to speak about that very issue with
outgoing Gov. Doug Ducey (R).
And former President Trump
sought to nationalize the issue
during the 2020 election when
he railed against the teaching of
critical race theory and sought to
promote “patriotic education.”
“One of the first things that we
must do when we have Congress
and the White house is stand up for
parents’ rights,” Trump said earlier
this month in Miami. “Can you
imagine 10 or 15 years ago trying
to say, ‘We have to stand up for
parents’ rights’? I mean, parents’
rights are under attack.”

“It is normal that presidents are a drag
for the party during the first midterms,” said
Julian Zelizer, a professor of history and
public affairs at Princeton University. “The
exception in modern times really revolves
around when they are not, when some sort
of issue like Sept. 11 in 2002 overwhelms
the historical trend.”
Democratic strategist Jim Manley agreed,
adding “The story is as old as time. There are
some places that a president can go to help
folks running for election.
“However, sometimes it doesn’t make
sense strategically,” he added.

Democrats focused on abortion rights
worry they’re losing independent women
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By Hanna Trudo and Julia Manchester
The Hill
Democrats are facing headwinds with one
of their most important voting blocs — independent women.
A New York Times-Siena College poll
released on Monday shows female independents favoring the GOP by 18 points, a
sizable increase since September at a critical
juncture before the midterm elections.
The findings come as Republicans zero
in on inflation under President Biden as their
closing argument.
“At the end of the day, voters are paying
more for everything from groceries to energy. When families are struggling to make
ends meet, and are having to decide between
heating and eating, they are going to vote for
change,” Karoline Leavitt, the Republican
House nominee challenging Rep. Chris Pappas (D) in New Hampshire’s 1st Congressional District, told The Hill on Monday.
Democrats have focused much of their
campaign pitches on abortion rights after the
Supreme Court decision overturning Roe v.
Wade roiled up their base.
But now the party is facing questions
about that strategy.
“Democrats have overplayed their hand so
many times when it comes to these cultural
issues,” said one national Republican operative. “[Women] can’t afford to think about
one issue, and we’re also smart enough to
think about multiple issues.”
Democrats saw abortion rights as a
winning issue as GOP governors and state
lawmakers moved to adopt more extreme
measures. They pointed to independents as
a group that could be won over.
But the closing message on abortion was
always a gamble, now perhaps more than
ever with gas prices again rising and inflation
proving to be stubborn.
Leavitt and Pappas are in a virtual tie in a

state where reproductive freedom is considered a signature issue.
“The Biden agenda has been disastrous for
Americans across the board,” said Leavitt,
who argued that “the most effective way to
get our country back on track” is by halting
“reckless spending” and giving Americans
more “energy independence.”
Not all Democrats are tossing aside the
abortion rights first strategy, and some operatives on Monday dismissed the New York
Times poll.
“I have the same skepticism of this poll
that I had of polling in 2016/2020, which is
that it doesn’t seem to account for a wave
of first-time voters who aren’t traditionally
reached by pollsters,” said one Democratic
strategist. “In 2016, those new voters were
people Trump brought out. Now it’s voters
activated by abortion.”
Other Democrats are more concerned,
given the hardships piling up for many voters. The survey showed that 44 percent of
voters ranked inflation or the economy as

their top issue.
Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.), in an op-ed
for The Guardian, warned that while protecting abortion rights is critical, Democrats
should focus on addressing voters’ immediate
economic considerations first.
“As we enter the final weeks of the 2022
midterm elections, I am alarmed to hear the
advice that many Democratic candidates are
getting from establishment consultants and
directors of well-funded Super PACs that the
closing argument of Democrats should focus
only on abortion,” Sanders wrote.
That view is not confined to Sanders, who
often touts an economic message above all
else. Veteran Democratic strategists James
Carville and David Axelrod, two moderates
who worked for former presidents Obama
and Clinton, also recently expressed skepticism about the Democratic strategy.
Not too long ago, Biden said that the economy was “strong as hell.” Republicans have
resurfaced that remark in opposition research
campaigns to paint him as out of touch.
Democratic groups have spent millions
on their messaging and ground games in key
states, hoping to get independents to vote for
their party. American Bridge, a Democratic
political action committee, says women remain one of the most “critical” voting blocs
to keeping control of Congress.
“Through our research, we know that this
group cares about both the future of their
reproductive rights AND the economy,”
said Julie McClain Downey, who serves as
the group’s vice president of strategic communications.
“For the next few weeks, it’s critical that
Democratic candidates and groups continue
to talk to them about our accomplishments
and plans on both, while also pointing out
the fact that Republicans only continue to get
most extreme, dangerous and obstructionist
on everything,” she said.

In high-visibility battlegrounds, Democrats and Republicans alike have tried to
balance abortion rights and the economy.
In Pennsylvania, home to one of the closely watched Senate races of the cycle, Democratic nominee John Fetterman has homed in
on abortion access in an effort to galvanize
the base while attracting independent and
moderate Republican voters.
Fetterman has repeatedly attacked his
GOP opponent, former television personality
Dr. Mehmet Oz, for not being clear enough
on whether he would sign onto Sen. Lindsey
Graham’s (R-S.C.) proposed national ban on
abortions 15 weeks into a pregnancy. Democrats say the issue stands to play well across
Pennsylvania, particularly in the Philadelphia
suburbs.
“I’ve always thought it was going to end
up turning at the end of the day to the economy and to people’s pocketbooks. Elections
like this always do,” said T.J. Rooney, the former chairman of Pennsylvania’s Democratic
Party. “But the question was, are all the things
that [have] gone in our favor on the margins
enough to account for the deficit?”
Oz has made inroads in the polls in recent
weeks as his campaign and national Republicans have focused increasingly on crime.
A poll conducted by Emerson College and
The Hill late last month showed Fetterman
leading Oz by only 2 points, down from his
4-point lead in August.
“The economy and crime are too big to
overlook right now,” the national Republican
operative said.
Republicans also accuse Democrats of
oversimplifying the abortion issue in their
campaign materials, saying that voters don’t
buy it.
“When you ask voters are they pro-life or
pro-choice, if you stop right there, that’s not
actually a fair analysis on the issue of actually
where they are,” the operative said.

“I can’t explain it,” she said. “I think it’s
a tragedy for our country that people don’t
value the vision that our founders had about
a democracy, what our men and women in
uniform fight for.”
Presented with the same poll results,
Rep. Pramila Jayapal (D-Wash.) was equally
discouraged.
“It’s a really tough environment,” she told
MSNBC on Tuesday. “The problem is, we are
talking about fascism at our door. And what
people unfortunately across this country, and
what we are dealing with, is that people don’t
believe the truth, right? I mean, they are being
sold lies all the time.”
Over the course of nine explosive public
hearings, the select committee had presented damning evidence that Trump was
aware he lost the 2020 presidential contest
but continued to promote falsehoods of a
“stolen” election. The campaign culminated
in the attack on the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021,
when a pro-Trump mob, encouraged by the
president, attempted to block Congress from
formalizing the results.
In the months since then, Trump’s GOP
allies — including the House leaders poised
to control the chamber if it flips next month

— have rushed to Trump’s defense, downplaying his role in the rampage and accusing
Pelosi of a failure to secure the Capitol that
day. It’s an argument that’s been widely
condemned by those who see Trump as the
clear mastermind.
“That’s like blaming somebody who had
a home invasion because they didn’t lock the
front door,” Rep. Adam Kinzinger (R-Ill.),
one of two Republicans on the select committee, told CNN this month. “It’s insane.
And it’s a deflection. And the only people
that don’t see right through that are those that
choose not to see right through that because
they don’t want to look at January 6 and see
the truth.”
The Jan. 6 committee has been the
most prominent vehicle for spreading the
threat-to-democracy message this year, but
it’s not the only one. After the long summer
recess, House Democrats returned to Washington in September for a three-week session
— the last before the midterms — where
party leaders orchestrated a concerted effort
to tie all Republicans to Trump’s election lies.
“Extreme MAGA Republicans apparently
do not believe in democracy anymore,” Rep.
Hakeem Jeffries (N.Y.), chairman of the
House Democratic Caucus, told reporters just
before the midterm break.
While the warnings haven’t resonated
with voters to the extent Democrats had
hoped, there are also some subtle indications
that the messaging campaign has helped
to shine some light on an arcane issue that
might otherwise have been a stark nonfactor
as voters head to the polls.
The 7 percent of voters most concerned
about democracy, as revealed by the New
York Times-Siena College poll, appears to
be a low number, but it ranks third among all
issues — above crime, immigration, abortion,
health care, China, COVID-19 and climate
change. Only the economy and inflation
ranked higher. But those appear to be the
issues truly driving voters this fall.

But Axne and other Democrats from the
class of 2018 are campaigning in a much
different political environment this year. The

anxiety over Donald Trump’s presidency
that their party harnessed to flip more than
40 seats and regain the House majority has
eased. In its place is frustration about the
economy under President Joe Biden.
And many districts that were once competitive have been redrawn by Republican-dominated state legislatures to become
more friendly to the GOP.
“It was a very different world,” pollster
John Zogby said of 2018. “Inflation’s now
where we haven’t seen in 40 years and it
affects everybody. And this is the party in
power. With campaigns, you don’t get to say,
‘But it could have been’ or ‘But look at what
the other guy did.’”
Many swing-district Democrats elected
four years ago were buoyed by college-educated, suburban voters, women and young
people shunning Trump. That means many
defeats for second-term House Democrats
could be read as opposition to Trump no
longer motivating voters in the same way —
even though the former president could seek
the White House again in 2024.

Democracy in peril argument fizzles as midterm issue

By Mike Lillis
The Hill
Threats to U.S. democracy highlighted by
the House Jan. 6 select committee’s blockbuster hearings are fizzling as a midterm election issue, drowned out by inflation and other
economic concerns that appear to be driving
voters in the final weeks of the campaign.
While the committee examining the 2021
Capitol attack has made a convincing case
that the American experiment is a fragile
one — and is sounding dire warnings that
the foundational threat remains very much
alive — the message is being overshadowed
by more immediate economic anxieties,
according to a series of recent national polls.
The trend threatens to undermine Democratic efforts to make former President Trump
— and his ongoing bid to overturn the 2020
election results — a political liability for
Republican candidates in races coast to coast.
And that, in turn, spells bad news for Democrats fighting to retain razor-thin majorities
in both the House and Senate, helping to keep
President Biden’s approval rating underwater
while lending an eleventh-hour boost to Republicans eyeing a return to power.
The late-cycle dynamics have exasperated
Democratic leaders and investigators on the
Jan. 6 committee, who are warning of an
existential threat to democracy if the same
Republicans who voted to keep Trump in
power take the reins of Congress. Still, the
uphill battle hasn’t stopped those Trump
critics from amplifying their case in the
home stretch.
“You have to recognize that they are
undermining our democracy,” Speaker
Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said this week in an
interview with MSNBC’s Andrea Mitchell.
“And if people think that they can be casual
about that, they just don’t realize how serious
the Republicans are about undermining our
democracy.”
Recent polls indicate that Democrats have
a steep climb in the final weeks if they’re

hoping to make that issue a major factor
shaping midterm outcomes.
R e s e a r c h e r s c o n d u c t i n g a H a rvard-CAPS-Harris poll asked voters this
month to identify the most important issues
facing the country. Inflation ranked first; the
Capitol attack ranked 19th.
Another recent poll, conducted by Monmouth University, indicated that only 26
percent of respondents say the findings unearthed by the Jan. 6 committee have helped
to strengthen American democracy, while
an even greater number — 35 percent —
say democracy is weaker as a result of the
investigation.
Still another survey, conducted this month
by The New York Times and Siena College,
found that only 7 percent of voters consider
the “state of democracy” the most pressing
issue facing the country, versus 45 percent
who singled out the economy (including jobs)
and inflation.
That same survey also found that almost
40 percent of respondents are open to supporting candidates who voted to overturn the
2020 election results — a number that has left
Trump’s critics dumbfounded. Asked about
the figure, Pelosi was at a loss for words.

Ocasio-Cortez colleagues won’t like this midterm trend

By WND editorial staff
In the 2018 midterms, 66 new Democrats
were elected to the House.
Many of these new Democrats — like
New York Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
— were succeeding members of their own
party. However, 29 new Democrats were
unseating incumbent Republicans, and 13
new Democrats were taking over for retiring
Republicans.
Then in the House’s 2020 elections, 13
incumbent Democrats lost re-election to
Republicans. Of those 13 unfortunate Democrats, 12 had been first elected in 2018.
In other words, 42 Democrats took over
for Republicans in 2018. Now, only about
30 remain… and they’re in for a tough
re-election.
Moments after she flipped a longtime
Republican congressional seat in 2018, Iowa
Democrat Cindy Axne declared that “Washington doesn’t have our back and we deserve
a heck of a lot better.”
Now seeking a third term in one of the
most competitive House races, Axne is

sounding a similar tone, telling voters she’s
delivered for Iowans “while Washington
politicians bicker.”
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GOP wave threatens blue-state strongholds

By Caroline Vakil
The Hill
Democrats are increasingly worried that
Republicans will make gains in deep-blue
strongholds such as New York and Oregon as
the winds appear to shift in the GOP’s favor
ahead of next month’s midterm elections.
The GOP is making competitive bids to
take back governorships in both states, which
reliably go for Democrats in presidential
elections. The Republican gains could also
extend to the House, where the GOP is
making inroads in the aforementioned states,
along with Rhode Island and others.
“I would say Oregon Democrats are
worried. We have a history of competitive
gubernatorial elections, but usually we’re up
by at least 2 points at this point in October,
not down by 2 like the current public polls
show,” said Oregon-based Democratic strategist Jake Foster.
“And you know, frankly, we’re not used
to hearing our state mentioned in the same
breath as Arizona or Nevada,” Foster added,
noting two other closely watched gubernatorial races.
Oregon has not elected a Republican
governor since 1982, nor has it gone for the
GOP presidential nominee since 1984. In
2020 alone, President Biden won the state
by 16 points.
But Republican Christine Drazan could be
poised this year to win the Oregon gubernatorial race over Democrat Tina Kotek given
a confluence of factors. Current Gov. Kate
Brown (D) is the most unpopular governor
in the country, per data from Morning Consult. Adding to that are issues like crime and
homelessness, which are seen as top of mind
for voters. Finally, but just as significantly,
third-party candidate Betsy Johnson, a Democrat-turned-independent, could complicate
things further by siphoning off votes from
her former party.
An Emerson College Polling survey
released earlier this month showed Drazan
leading Kotek 36 percent to 34 percent, within the margin of error and effectively tying
the two. Kotek’s campaign blamed Johnson
for being a disruptor in the race and taking
away crucial votes.
“One of the main reasons Tina decided
to run for Governor is because Kate Brown
was absent on two of Oregon’s biggest problems: homelessness and addiction. Tina has
an urgent plan of action to make real change
in all of these areas: reducing homelessness,
making housing more affordable, and fixing

every community.”
Still, some Democrats see the numbers
as unsettling.
“It’s concerning,” said Basil Smikle, former executive director for the New York State
Democratic Party. “It means that … Hochul
needs to make a strong closing argument to
the voter in these last couple of weeks.”
Smikle noted that the issue of crime was a
salient one in the state, including in New York
City. He said that Zeldin had “tapped into
this nerve” on an issue that both parties care
about. He also believed that the party is suffering from the historic national headwinds a
president’s party typically faces in midterms,
adding that they could have implications for
more than just Hochul.
“I will say that these national winds are not
just about the … gubernatorial race. There are
two congressional races that should concern
Democrats … the 17th and the 19th,” Smikle
said, referring to Rep. Sean Patrick Maloney’s (D-N.Y.) race and a newly drawn open
seat, later adding that “those two races should
not be as close as they are forecast to be.”
Still, Democrats are brushing off those
concerns, saying they understood the political environment they were walking into
this cycle.
“From day one, the DCCC has been clear
eyed about the electoral challenges we face
this cycle. Across the map, we are more
competitive because House Democrats, like
Chairman Maloney, took action to end the
pandemic, get people back to work, and
invest in America. Voters are going to reject
extremist Republicans like MAGA Mike
Lawler in November — Every special election in New York this summer makes that
clear,” said Chris Taylor, spokesperson for

the House Democrats’ campaign arm.
Coby Eiss, campaign manager for Democrat Josh Riley, who’s running in the 19th
District, echoed that sentiment, saying
“We’re not focused on what the forecasters
and pundits in D.C. say or the chattering
class in Albany and D.C., we’re focused
on running our campaign and delivering a
winning message.”
Yet elsewhere too there are House districts
of various shades of blue where this trend is
emerging. Take, for example, Rhode Island’s
2nd Congressional District: The seat has long
been considered a safely Democratic one,
having been represented by outgoing Rep.
Jim Langevin (D) for two decades.
But recent polling has shown Republican
Allan Fung leading Democrat Seth Magaziner, including a Suffolk University-Boston
Globe poll released last week that had Fung
at 45 percent compared to Magaziner at 37
percent. And the race has been rated a “toss
up” by the nonpartisan election handicapper
Cook Political Report.
In Oregon’s 6th Congressional District,
which has similarly been seen as favoring
Democrats and which went for Biden by
double digits in 2020, the race has also been
rated a “toss up” by Cook. Though the district
is not quite as blue as other House seats, the
competitive environment has required Democrats to move around their resources.
AdImpact, which tracks ad spending
among campaigns, noted that a super PAC
aligned with House Speaker Nancy Pelosi
(D-Calif.) had moved their broadcast flight
from Oregon’s 5th Congressional District to
the 6th District.
Miles Coleman, associate editor for
Sabato’s Crystal Ball, said it’s possible the
Democrats in Oregon running for Congress
could ride on the coattails of Sen. Ron Wyden
(D-Ore.), who is up for reelection this year
and whom Coleman described as an “electoral overperformer.”
Still, Republicans believe the environment
and type of candidates this cycle has fielded
have given them a shot at making serious
inroads.
“Gains in the northeast are poised to be the
story of the night,” predicted Matt Gorman,
a former spokesperson for the House GOP
campaign arm. “Whether Allan Fung in
Rhode Island, George Logan in Connecticut.
Even governorships, possibly, Paul LePage
[in Maine]. How well we could do in New
York in the House seats and maybe even
getting close to the governor’s race.”

to speak to everybody about their common
interests,” Obama said in an interview with
“Pod Save America.” “Where we get into
trouble sometimes is when we try to suggest
that some groups are more — because they
historically have been victimized more, that
somehow they have a status that’s different
than other people.
“And that we’re going around scolding
folks if they don’t use exactly the right
phrase, or that identity politics becomes the
principal lens through which we view our

various political challenges,” he said.
“Sometimes Democrats are [a buzzkill],”
Obama observed.
Obama’s first major interview of the midterm campaign season immediately generated
media buzz at a time when party strategists
are trying to put Republicans on the defensive
instead of reflecting on the divisions of their
own party.
Mike Lux, a Democratic strategist and
Clinton White House adviser, said, “I don’t
disagree with the former president.”
“I think the language police stuff gets a
little silly, but I would also say that in the
focus groups that I have done and the polling
that I have been working on … voters are
not mostly focused on that stuff. That’s what
Twitter is focused on,” he said. “My sense
of what voters are focused on is economic
issues, abortion, stuff that really matters to
them and their lives.”
One senior Republican strategist said
Obama is getting out ahead of what is likely
to be an intense debate within the Democratic
Party if it loses control of the House and
possibly the Senate as well.
“If Democrats get wiped out, you’ll
probably see a lot of people in their party
(See Democrats Blame Game, Page 15)

People wait to vote in-person at Reed High School in Sparks, Nev., prior to polls closing on
Nov. 3, 2020. The upcoming midterm elections could give the stock market a sorely needed
boost by eliminating at least some of the uncertainty that’s clouding the way for investors.
the report marked the latest sign that price past two weeks.
gains are stubbornly persistent.
Democrats have struggled to break
After a weeks-long decline, gas prices through to voters on the economy as househave also risen since late September, although holds grapple with increased prices, a subprices have begun decreasing again over the stantial factor bolstering Republican chances

to gain majorities in the House and Senate in
next month’s elections.
The poll released Sunday also found
Republican attacks on issues like crime and
immigration may be resonating with voters.
Thirty seven percent of registered voters
indicated they trust Republicans more on
crime, compared to 22 percent who indicated
they trust Democrats. Three in 10 voters said
they trust neither party.
On immigration, the GOP held a 5-point
lead in the poll, with 37 percent of registered
voters trusting the party compared to 32 percent for Democrats.
Democrats, however, did record leads with
voters’ trust on abortion and climate change.
Forty eight percent of registered voters
indicated a greater trust in Democrats to
handle abortion, compared to 25 percent who
trusted Republicans more.
Democrats have hoped the Supreme
Court’s overturning of Roe v. Wade will
energize voters in November and counteract
the party’s deficits on issues like inflation
and crime.
The poll was conducted on Oct. 21 and
Oct. 22 with 618 registered voters. The margin of error is 4.2 percentage points.

our broken mental health and addiction treatment systems,” Kotek spokesperson Katie
Wertheimer said in a statement.
“She will lead where Kate Brown couldn’t
or wouldn’t. Christine Drazan has a failing
record on these issues, and we don’t need
to take our state to the far right-wing to fix
these problems.”
Over in New York, recent polling has also
shown Gov. Kathy Hochul’s (D) lead shrinking as she tries to fend off a challenge from
Republican Lee Zeldin. A Siena College survey released on Tuesday showed 52 percent
of respondents saying they would vote for
Hochul compared to 41 percent for Zeldin,
a narrower margin than the 17-point margin
the governor held in a poll three weeks ago.
The latest Siena College survey also showed
Zeldin leading Hochul among independents,
49 percent to 40 percent.
Meanwhile, a separate Quinnipiac University poll also released on Tuesday showed
Hochul only leading Zeldin 50 percent to
46 percent. Among independents, Zeldin
led Hochul 57 percent to 37 percent. Still,
Hochul’s approval rating shows her above
water for now.
Hochul campaign spokesman Jerrel Harvey, who took issue with the Quinnipiac poll,
said the governor was not taking the race for
granted.
“Despite $8 million in outside spending
from right-wing groups pushing baseless lies,
Governor Hochul maintains a double-digit
lead against her opponent,” he said. “Even
in today’s Quinnipiac poll, which substantially undercounted Democrats, Governor
Hochul continues to receive support from
fifty percent of New Yorkers and we are
confident in our ability to turn out voters in

Democrats ready for midterm blame game

By Alexander Bolton
The Hill
Three weeks out from a midterm election
that is beginning to look more and more like
a big victory for Republicans, Democrats are
starting to play the blame game.
Former President Obama stepped into
the spotlight over the weekend by warning
fellow Democrats and progressives not to be
a “buzzkill” by constantly scolding people for
being politically incorrect.
Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.), who is eyeing
a potential run for president in 2024, says
the party is spending too much time talking
about abortion rights and not enough talking
about economic inequality and that it didn’t
go big enough in passing legislation to help
Americans struggling to afford health care,
prescription drugs and other basic needs.
Meanwhile, younger House Democrats
who are scrambling to keep their seats in
Congress, including Rep. Elissa Slotkin
(Mich.), argue the party leadership has fallen
out of touch with many voters and have called
for “a new generation” and “new blood” in
charge of the party.
And many Democratic lawmakers have
pointed to President Biden’s low approval
rating as a drag on their own prospects.

It all comes as recent polling has shown
a Republican resurgence in key Senate and
House races and left Democrats worrying
they peaked too soon.
Obama and Sanders both expressed a
concern that’s becoming more and more
widespread across the party: Did Democrats
err in focusing on cultural fights and issues
like abortion while ceding the stage to Republicans on inflation?
“When we’re talking about putting together … durable majorities, we have to be able

Republicans hold a 14-point advantage on
which party would do better job on economy

By Zach Schonfeld
The Hill
Registered voters trust Republicans to do a
better job handling the economy by a 14-point
margin over Democrats, according to a new
ABC News-Ipsos poll.
The survey found 38 percent of registered voters trust Republicans more on the
economy, compared to 24 percent who trust
Democrats more, a slight gain for Republicans since the pollster asked the question in
early August.
Voters in the new survey also indicate they
trust the GOP more to handle crime, immigration and gas prices. Democrats, meanwhile,
led on issues like abortion, climate change
and gun violence.
When asked about their trust to handle
inflation specifically, the GOP’s lead over
Democrats expanded to 17 percentage points.
The findings come days after the Labor
Department released data showing price
gains exceeded expectations in September,
with the consumer price index rising 0.4 percent during the month alone and 8.2 percent
over the past 12 months.
Annual inflation has eased slightly from
when it hit 40-year highs earlier this year, but

Five investigations House GOP
are plotting if they win majority
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By Emily Brooks
The Hill
From Hunter Biden to alleged politicization in the Department of Justice and beyond, House Republicans have
been preparing for months to unleash a flood of investigatory
actions and findings if they win a majority in the Nov. 8
midterm election.
Investigations would be a major tool for the House GOP,
as many top policy priorities would be unlikely to make it
past a filibuster in the Senate or be signed by President Biden.
With the majority also comes the ability to dictate the
focus of hearings and compel testimony and documents,
including some that they may have already requested but not
received, through subpoenas. That could put pressure on the
Biden administration.
The House GOP’s “Commitment to America” midterm
policy and messaging plan boasts that House Republicans
have already sent more than 500 requests for information
and documents.

special counsel Robert Meuller’s investigation into him, and
the sense among the GOP that the DOJ and FBI are biased
against conservatives has only grown since that time.
One top topic for a GOP House will be the DOJ’s decision
to search Trump’s Mar-a-Lago estate in August and seize
classified materials.
Republicans have requested documents from the National
Archives and the FBI related to the decision to refer the matter
of missing documents to the FBI and to execute the search
warrant. After the raid, House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.) warned Attorney General Merrick Garland to
“preserve your documents and clear your calendar.”
GOP interest in the DOJ extends beyond Trump, though.
“The No. 1 thing is this weaponization of the DOJ against
the American people,” House Judiciary Committee ranking
member Rep. Jim Jordan (R-Ohio), who is likely to chair
the committee in a GOP majority, said at the House GOP’s
platform rollout event in September.
Jordan has said that his office has received information
from more than a dozen whistleblowers who came forward
with allegations of FBI bias against conservatives, including
the agency retaliating against employees with conservative
views.
In a major win for the House GOP, former FBI official
Jill Sanborn will sit for a transcribed interview with the
House Judiciary Committee on Dec. 2. Jordan and Rep. Mike
Johnson (R-La.) sought testimony from Sanborn in relation
to whistleblower claims that the FBI pressured agents to
improperly reclassify cases as “domestic violent extremism.”

In this Aug. 21, 2021, file photo provided by the U.S.
Marines, U.S. Marines with Special Purpose Marine AirGround Task Force provide assistance at an evacuation
checkpoint during at Hamid Karzai International Airport
in Kabul, Afghanistan.
ments as well as have officials sit for transcribed interviews.
Rep. Michael Waltz (R-Fla.) on Tuesday also sent a letter
to Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin requesting information
on how the Department of Defense has “secured, archived,
and standardized operational data and intelligence” from Afghanistan. In an interview with The Hill, Waltz said that data
is necessary in case the U.S. has to go back into Afghanistan
to counter terror threats.

President Joe Biden and his son Hunter Biden leave Holy
Spirit Catholic Church in Johns Island, S.C., after attending
a Mass, Saturday, Aug. 13, 2022.
Hunter Biden and Biden
family business activities
Rep. James Comer (Ky.), the top Republican on the House
Oversight and Reform Committee in line to be chair of the
panel, has promised hearings and probes into the Biden
family’s overseas business activities.
Republicans on the committee have a copy of Hunter
Biden’s laptop hard drive first revealed shortly before the
2020 election, but say that salacious video and photos in the
files are not the focus.
“The reason we’re investigating Hunter Biden is because
we believe he’s compromised Joe Biden,” Comer told reporters in September.
A top priority for Republicans on the Oversight panel
is gaining access to the Treasury Department’s suspicious
activity reports from U.S. banks relating to foreign business
deals from Hunter Biden and other Biden associates. Republicans have said that the Treasury Department has refused to
provide the reports, and alleged that Biden family members
have prompted at least 150 suspicious activity reports.
“I think that’ll go a long way towards helping us be able
to uncover some questions that the American people have
about the ethics, and whether or not the Biden administration
is truly compromised by Hunter’s shady business dealings,”
Comer said.

An aerial view of President Donald Trump’s
Mar-a-Lago estate Aug. 10, 2022, in Palm Beach, Fla.
Alleged politicization in
the Department of Justice
Republican trust in federal law enforcement agencies
plummeted alongside the rise of former President Trump and

A health care worker in Wuhan, China during the initial
COVID-19 outbreak in 2020.
COVID-19 origins and policies
The Democratic-controlled House created a select Oversight subcommittee on the coronavirus in 2020, and Republicans have complained that the committee did not hold
hearings on the origin of the virus.
A report from Republicans on the select subcommittee released Wednesday pledged to keep investigating U.S. dollars
that flowed to research on coronaviruses at a Wuhan, China,
lab, officials who sought to squash the lab leak hypothesis,
and state policies that pushed COVID-positive patients into
nursing homes.
Republicans from the subcommittee hosted an expert
forum, during which panelists said they thought evidence
pointed to the virus originating in the Wuhan lab.
Studies released this year point to natural origins of the
virus. The U.S. intelligence community has said the virus
was not created as a bioweapon.
Anthony Fauci, the chief medical adviser to President
Biden who has spent decades as director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, plans to step down
from his government positions in December. But Republicans
say that will not stop them from calling Fauci to appear before
Congress to talk about the origins of the virus.
Afghanistan withdrawal
GOP leaders have pledged to hold more hearings on the
chaotic withdrawal of U.S. troops from Afghanistan in August 2021 that led to the deaths of 13 service members in a
bombing and the Taliban taking control of the country, saying
that unanswered questions remain.
House Foreign Affairs Committee Republicans released
an “interim report” on the withdrawal in August, finding
that the State Department “took very few substantive steps”
to prepare for the consequences in the months ahead of the
August withdrawal.
The report said that the State Department failed to provide
numerous materials relating to the withdrawal and forecasted
the intention to use subpoena power to retrieve those docu-

Democrats Blame Game

(Continued from Page 14)
pointing back to that message as a way to
find renewal,” the strategist said.
“I think he’s doing it because they’re
expecting huge losses in the election and he
wants to take a leadership role in guiding the
party after the losses. It basically sets him
up as the smart guy who understood why
Democrats were about to lose but people
didn’t necessarily listen to him,” the source
added. “It empowers him to be a powerbroker
heading into 2024.”
After Democrats lost nine seats and control of the Senate in the 2014 election, Sen.
Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.) said his party
was wrong to focus too much on health care
reform in the midst of the Great Recession.
“We were in the middle of a recession and
people were hurting and said, ‘What about
me? I’m losing my job. It’s not health care
that bothers me. What about me? My income
is declining and I can’t do the things I used to
do. It’s not my health care at issue,’ “ Schumer told reporters at the National Press Club in
late November of 2014, before he ascended
to become Senate Democratic leader.
Democratic strategists say they’re still
optimistic about keeping control of Congress.
Jonathan Kott, a Democratic strategist
and former Senate aide, argued that Herschel
Walker, the Republican Senate candidate in
Georgia, is “imploding,” while the Senate
race in Ohio — a state that has trended Republican in recent election cycles — “is now
on the table,” and that incumbent Sen. Chuck
Grassley (R-Iowa) is ahead of his Democratic
opponent by only 3 points in one recent poll.
Yet Kott said “there always is” a reevalu-

ation of strategy after an election, especially
when a party loses, and advised “Democrats
should take a lesson from President Obama
— he spoke to the entire country, he didn’t
speak to one group on Monday, [another]
group on Tuesday.”
“President Obama is absolutely correct.
We need to start talking to the entire country,
all the voters, and say here’s all the things we
done,” said Kott, who advised centrist Sen.
Joe Manchin (D-W.Va.).
Manchin, a Democrat who represents a
state former President Trump won by large
margins in 2016 and 2020, has urged his
Democratic Senate colleagues for more
than a year to pay more attention to voters’
concerns about inflation — on which Kott
said Manchin was “absolutely right” to focus.
“One of the reasons he was right is he talks
to his constituents every day, multiple times a
day, and hearing directly from people is probably [a better] indicator than any economic
forecast you can get,” he said.
The political picture has gotten worse for
Senate and House Democrats since they left
Washington three weeks ago still feeling
confident in their chances, buoyed by getting
a bold new tax reform and climate bill signed
into law and hopeful there would be a voter
backlash against the conservative Supreme
Court and “MAGA” Republicans.
But a New York Times-Siena College poll
published Monday showed that independents
and women are shifting to the Republican
Party despite the spotlight Democrats have
put on abortion rights and that Biden’s low
approval rating is a major headwind for
Democrats.

Multiple Republican members of Congress have already
introduced articles of impeachment against Homeland
Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas as as result of the
Biden administration’s border policies.
Handling of U.S.-Mexico border
The surge of migrants at the southern border and the
Biden administration’s policies that allow the migrants into
the country are top campaign issues for Republicans in the
midterms and would be a sharp focus in a GOP House.
“We will give [Homeland Security] Secretary [Alejandro]
Mayorkas a reserved parking spot, he will be testifying so
much about this,” House Minority Whip Steve Scalise (RLa.) said at Republicans’ “Commitment to America” rollout
event in September.
Deaths of migrants at the border, the flow of illegal drugs
like fentanyl into the U.S., and the Department of Homeland
Security’s ending of the “Remain in Mexico” policy for asylum-seekers are other likely topics of inquiry. A letter from
Republicans in April accused Mayorkas of having “disregard
for the enforcement of U.S. immigration laws.”
Multiple Republicans members have introduced articles
of impeachment against Mayorkas in the current Congress.
McCarthy has declined to commit to impeachment of any
Biden Cabinet member, saying he will not support a political
impeachment, but opened the door to impeaching Mayorkas
in an April stop near the U.S.-Mexico border.
“This is his moment in time to do his job. But at any time
if someone is derelict in their job, there is always the option
of impeaching somebody,” McCarthy said at the time.

The survey found that 49 percent of registered voters nationwide said they would
vote for a Republican to represent them in
Congress, while 45 percent said they would
vote for a Democrat. It was conducted from
Oct. 9 to Oct. 12.
It showed that 24 percent of registered
voters think the nation is on the right track,
while 62 percent think it’s moving in the
wrong direction. Twenty-six percent of
respondents said the economy is the most
important problem facing the country right
now, and 19 percent said inflation is the biggest problem. Only 4 percent said they saw
abortion as the most pressing issue.
Sanders — Manchin’s rival in setting policy priorities within the Senate Democratic
Caucus — said recently that Democrats are
putting too much emphasis on abortion rights
when many voters are more worried about
the economy.
“I don’t believe it can be the only issue,”
Sanders told “CNN Tonight with Jake Tapper” in a recent interview.
“At a time when we have an economy in
which the wealthiest people, the billionaire
class, are getting much, much richer while
working people are struggling to put food on
the table, it goes without saying that we have
to focus on the economy,” he said.
Faiz Shakir, a Democratic strategist and
senior adviser to Sanders, argued that Democrats have a potent economic message to
use against Republicans but need to employ
it more regularly to overcome the political
headwinds facing them this fall.
“When the country is at two-thirds wrong
track and by most accounts Republicans

are up by 15 to 20 points on the economy
… we got to change that,” he said. “We got
to at least make the compelling economic
argument about what [Republicans] want to
do to Social Security, what they want to do
to Medicare, what they want to do to student
debt relief and prescription drug costs.”
“It doesn’t feel like — when you look
at the ads on air by Democrats — they’re
fighting aggressively on the economic contrasts,” he said.
He said polls also show Latino voters and
young voters are worried about inflation and
the economy and added that “you got to get
out there and talk about it.”
Not all Democrats are buying into Sanders’s advice and are instead sticking with an
abortion-first strategy.
Biden delivered a speech at Howard
Theatre in Washington, D.C., that put the
spotlight once again on the abortion issue and
promised that if Democrats keep their Senate
and House majorities, the first bill he will
send them would codify the Supreme Court
decision in Roe v. Wade, which established
the right to an abortion.
“We’ve got work to do,” Shakir said when
asked about Biden’s abortion-focused speech.
Lux, the Democratic strategist, said there
would be a careful review of party strategy
after the election, no matter how Democratic
candidates perform.
“There’s always discussion after you lose
an election and there should be discussion if
we win the election,” he said. “Just because
you win doesn’t mean you did everything
right. The party will have good discussions
in either scenario and go forward from there.”

The DHS announces a new migration
enforcement process for Venezuelans
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Venezuelans who seek to enter the U.S. illegally will be returned
to Mexico; New lawful pathway created for some Venezuelans

By Homeland Security
WASHINGTON — As part of the
Biden-Harris Administration’s ongoing work
to build a fair, orderly, and secure immigration system, the Department of Homeland
Security (DHS) is announcing joint actions
with Mexico to reduce the number of people
arriving at our Southwest border and create
a more orderly and safe process for people
fleeing the humanitarian and economic crisis
in Venezuela.
Almost four times as many Venezuelans
as last year attempted to cross our southern
border, placing their lives in the hands of ruthless smuggling organizations. Meanwhile,
irregular migration from northern Central
America is down by a quarter from the level
encountered last year. The actions the United
States and Mexico are announcing today are
intended to address the most acute irregular
migration and help ease pressure on the cities
and states receiving these individuals.
Effective immediately, Venezuelans who
enter the United States between ports of entry,
without authorization, will be returned to
Mexico. At the same time, the United States
and Mexico are reinforcing their coordinated enforcement operations to target human
smuggling organizations and bring them
to justice. That campaign will include new
migration checkpoints, additional resources and personnel, joint targeting of human
smuggling organizations, and expanded
information sharing related to transit nodes,
hotels, stash houses, and staging locations.
The United States is also planning to offer
additional security assistance to support
regional partners to address the migration
challenges in the Darién Gap.
Our comprehensive effort to reduce the
irregular migration of Venezuelans also includes a new process to lawfully and safely
bring up to 24,000 qualifying Venezuelans
into the United States. The United States will
not implement this process without Mexico
keeping in place its independent but parallel
effort to accept the return of Venezuelan nationals who bypass this process and attempt
to enter irregularly.
“These actions make clear that there is a
lawful and orderly way for Venezuelans to
enter the United States, and lawful entry is
the only way,” said Secretary of Homeland
Security Alejandro N. Mayorkas. “Those
who attempt to cross the southern border of
the United States illegally will be returned
to Mexico and will be ineligible for this
process in the future. Those who follow the
lawful process will have the opportunity to
travel safely to the United States and become
eligible to work here.”

DHS will administer the process, working
with communities and other partners. Any
U.S.-based individual with lawful status,
including representatives of businesses or
other organizations or entities, can support
a potential beneficiary from Venezuela. A
supporter must prove that they have the
means to provide financial and other support for the beneficiary. In the coming days,
potential supporters can apply to DHS to
support individual eligible Venezuelans via
www.uscis.gov/Venezuela. Individuals and
representatives of organizations seeking to
apply as a supporter must declare the organization’s financial support and they must pass
security background checks to protect against
exploitation and abuse.
The State Department will also engage
in a robust in-region messaging campaign to
communicate about this new process and the
consequences of attempting irregular entry.
More information will be available at
www.uscis.gov/Venezuela in the coming
days.
The current actions are part of the
Biden-Harris Administration’s ongoing efforts to reduce irregular migration throughout
the Western Hemisphere, including through
the U.S. Strategy for Addressing the Root
Causes of Migration and the multinational
Los Angeles Declaration on Migration and
Protection. The process announced is one
more element of the United States’ multilateral approach to addressing irregular migration
that is impacting countries throughout Latin
America, and it is premised on pairing increased enforcement in response to irregular
immigration with the development of lawful
and safe pathways for qualifying individuals.
Venezuelans have been migrating
throughout the hemisphere since approximately 2014, yet the level of irregular mi-

gration of Venezuelans has increased dramatically throughout the hemisphere in the past
several years. There are currently 2.4 million
Venezuelans residing in Colombia. More than
25 percent of Venezuela’s population has
left the country. The United States is seeing
a rising rate of Venezuelans encountered at
our border over the past two years, which
has surged in the last few months. Average
monthly unique encounters of Venezuelan
nationals at the land border totaled 15,494
in FY 2022, rising further to over 25,000 in
August and 33,000 in September, compared
to a monthly average of 127 unique encounters from FY 2014—2019. Of note, unique
encounters of Venezuelan nationals rose 293
percent between FY 2021 and FY 2022, while
unique encounters of all other nationalities
combined increased 45 percent. Panama is
currently seeing more than 3,000 people,
mostly Venezuelan nationals, crossing into
its territory from Colombia via the Darién
jungle each day.
The United States, in partnership with
Mexico, also is committing to further expanding lawful labor pathways for Mexican
and Northern Central American nationals.
This last year, the United States doubled
the number of H-2 visas issued to nationals
of the Northern Central American countries
of Guatemala, Honduras, and El Salvador.
Today, we are announcing the largest H-2B
supplemental in history for Fiscal Year 2023:
nearly 65,000 new H-2B visas, including a
set-aside of 20,000 to nationals of Northern
Central American countries and Haiti. Historically, approximately 90 percent of these
visas have been used by Mexican nationals.
This increase is coupled with strong measures to protect both U.S. and H-2B workers.
Concurrent with this announcement, the
Biden-Harris Administration is launching
a White House-led Worker Protection Task
Force to ensure ethical recruitment and dignified labor standards for foreign workers
alongside protections for U.S. workers.
The United States also is renewing its
commitment to tackle the root causes of
migration and support countries in the region
that are most impacted by these flows. For
that reason, the United States has announced
nearly $817 million in new assistance since
September 2022 under the Los Angeles Declaration on Migration and Protection. This
includes more than $240 million in new regional humanitarian and security assistance,
$376 million in additional humanitarian assistance for people affected by the Venezuela
regional crisis, and more than $199 million
in additional humanitarian assistance for
Mexico and Central America.

Venezuela migrants walk to a boat that will take them to Acandi, from Necocli, Colombia,
Thursday, Oct. 13, 2022. Some Venezuelans are reconsidering their journey to the U.S.
after the U.S. government announced on Oct. 12 that Venezuelans who walk or swim
across the border will be immediately returned to Mexico without rights to seek asylum.

Venezuelan migrants want to take advantage
of the sponsorship program, they should
not travel in caravans or travel irregularly
through Mexican territory, as they will be
deemed ineligible.
“In order to avoid a risky movement and
lose the opportunity of a secure entry, for the
Mexican migration authority it is important
that people from Venezuela know the new
procedure established by the United States,”
the institute said in a press release.
The new policies, which were aimed at
decreasing irregular migration from Venezuela, has drawn criticism from the powerful
chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee. Sen. Bob Menendez (D-N.J.)
accused the policies of “eroding our asylum
system that President Biden promised to
restore.”

open border.”
He responded to Biden’s Department
of Interior’s Bureau of Reclamation after
the federal bureaucracy told the state that
filling in gaps in the border fence with double-stacked shipping containers welded shut
and together wasn’t allowed.
Gov. Doug Ducey, in ordering the fence
gaps closed, had said the federal government

The letter claimed it was a case of trespassing, and the bureaucrats suggested they
wanted the gaps filled with “mesh fencing”
and vehicle gates.
But Fox reported, “In its searing response
to the Bureau of Reclamation’s letter, Arizona
hit out at what it said was a ‘lack of coordination’ from federal agencies that means that
states like Arizona ‘cannot rely on the federal
government to ensure its security.’”
Clark pointed out that there’s no trespassing, as the U.S. Constitution “provides for the
protection of the states (Article IV, section 4)
and specifically reserves the right of states to
defend themselves (Article 1, section 10).”
Under Biden’s policies, literally millions
of illegal aliens have arrived in the United
States to flood and stress local, state and
federal programs intended to provide assistance to them.
Arizona, Florida and Texas all have been
loading migrants on buses, or planes, to deliver them to Chicago, New York and Washington, to spread the load of responsibility
for their well-being beyond the immediate
border areas.

This effort is intended to enhance border
security by reducing the number of Venezuelans seeking to irregularly enter the United
States. It is derived from the success of the
Uniting for Ukraine (U4U) program, which
decreased flows at the border by creating an
orderly process for the entry of Ukrainians
fleeing Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. DHS
will closely monitor the implementation of
this process, and Mexico’s independent and
parallel efforts, and may consider expanding
it in the future.
To be eligible, Venezuelans must:
—have a supporter in the United States
who will provide financial and other support;
—pass rigorous biometric and biographic
national security and public safety screening
and vetting; and
—complete vaccinations and other public
health requirements.
Venezuelans are ineligible if they:
—have been ordered removed from the
United States in the previous five years;
—have crossed without authorization
between ports of entry after the date of announcement;
—have irregularly entered Mexico or Panama after the date of announcement, or are
a permanent resident or dual national of any
country other than Venezuela, or currently
hold refugee status in any country; or
—have not completed vaccinations and
other public health requirements.
Venezuelans should not travel to Mexico
to pursue entry into the United States.
Venezuelans approved via this process
will be authorized on a case-by-case basis
to travel to the United States by air directly
to an interior port of entry, thus relieving
pressure at the border. Once in the United
States, they will be eligible to apply for work
authorization.

Mexico warns Venezuelan migrant caravans
will be turned away under new U.S. policy
By Julia Shapero
The Hill
Mexico warned Venezuelan migrants on
Saturday that those traveling in caravans
will be ineligible for a new U.S. immigration
program.
The U.S. Department of Homeland Security unveiled a new program on Wednesday
that would allow up to 24,000 Venezuelans
to secure work authorization in the U.S. via
sponsorship.
However, this was coupled with the decision to expand a Trump-era immigration
policy, Title 42, to allow the U.S. to expel
Venezuelans who cross the border with Mexico. Venezuelans were previously not subject
to Title 42 expulsions.
The Mexican government’s National
Migration Institute said on Saturday that if

Arizona rejects feds’ complaints about shipping container border wall
By WND Staff
When Joe Biden took up residency in the
White House, he canceled President Trump’s
border security plans. Or at least he tried to.
One definite order from the Democrat was
that there would be no more border fence
construction projects, which left border states
where fences were incomplete in the lurch.
So Arizona decided to take up the project
itself, and has lined up disused shipping containers, topped with barbed wire, as border
barriers.
And its officials say they’re not likely
to take them away just because the Biden
administration doesn’t like them.
It’s a report from Fox News that said
Arizona officials are rejecting Biden administration instructions to remove barricades
made up of containers.
Allen Clark, director of the state’s Department of Emergency and military Affairs, said
there are a lot of federal agencies that demand
the right to give instructions about the border.
But, he said, they “do nothing to prevent
the public nuisance caused by illegal immigration and criminal activity that exploits the

had had time to secure the border and solve
some of the problem of illegal immigration.
“We can’t wait any longer,” he said.
The federal government had claimed that
state security measures had been placed near
Morelos Dam and on a reservation for the
Cocopah Indian Tribe and that interfered
with Customs and Border Protection efforts
to secure the border.

Biden student debt forgiveness plan is on
temporary hold after appeals court ruling
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By Ariana Figueroa
and Clark Kauffman
Nevada Current
WASHINGTON — A federal
appeals court on Friday temporarily
blocked the Biden administration
from carrying out its student loan
forgiveness plan, until the court
makes a determination on a request
for an injunction brought by six
Republican-led states, according
to multiple media reports.
The 8th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals is giving the Biden administration until Monday to respond,
and those six states—Nebraska,
Missouri, Arkansas, Iowa, Kansas
and South Carolina—will have
until Tuesday to respond. The
court said the order prohibited the
administration from “discharging
any student loan debt,” according
to a copy of the document posted
by the New York Times.
Karine Jean-Pierre, President
Joe Biden’s press secretary, said in
a statement Friday night: “Tonight’s
temporary order does not prevent
borrowers from applying for student debt relief at studentaid.gov
— and we encourage eligible borrowers to join the nearly 22 million
Americans whose information the
Department of Education already
has. It also does not prevent us from
reviewing these applications and
preparing them for transmission to
loan servicers.
“It is also important to note that
the order does not reverse the trial
court’s dismissal of the case, or
suggest that the case has merit. It
merely prevents debt from being
discharged until the court makes
a decision.
“We will continue to move full
speed ahead in our preparations in
compliance with this order. And,
the Administration will continue to
fight Republican officials suing to

The temporary order “does not prevent borrowers from applying for student debt relief...
it merely prevents debt from being discharged until the court makes a decision.
block our efforts to provide relief licans took the administration to al legal challenges faced by the
to working families.”
federal court last month, arguing loan-forgiveness plan. Another of
Biden on Friday, during a speech that the president had no authority those challenges, mounted by a
at Delaware State University earlier by creating a loan-forgiveness conservative taxpayer-advocacy
Friday about student debt, said 22 program without the approval of group, suffered a setback Thursday
when U.S. Supreme Court Justice
million people have already applied Congress.
for the program, for which applicaOn Thursday, U.S. District Amy Coney Barrett refused to put
tions launched earlier this week.
Judge Henry Autrey of the Eastern the program on hold pending the
“Republican members of Con- District of Missouri issued a 19- resolution of related legal issues.
Under the Biden administragress and Republican governors are page ruling that declared the states
doing everything they can to deny don’t have legal standing to sue the tion’s plan, student-loan borrowers
this relief even in their — to their administration over the program, can qualify for up to $10,000 in loan
own constituents,” Biden said, ac- despite the “important and signif- forgiveness, while the recipients
cording to a White House transcript. icant challenges” they have raised of Pell Grants can apply for an
additional $10,000 in debt relief.
A federal judge earlier had re- in the case.
The lawsuit was filed on behalf The program is intended to assist
jected efforts by the six states to
block the Biden administration’s of Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds, a borrowers who earn no more than
plan to forgive up to $20,000 in Republican, and by the attorneys $125,000 per year, and couples who
individual, federal student loans general in Nebraska, Arkansas, earn up to $250,000 per year.
The Biden administration’s defor more than 40 million people. Missouri, South Carolina and
fense of the program is grounded
Kansas.
The states immediately appealed.
The six states led by RepubThe lawsuit is one of sever- in a 19-year-old federal law that

gives the secretary of education
the power “to alleviate the hardship
that federal student loan recipients
may suffer as a result of national
emergencies.” The administration
argued in court that this is the same
law the Trump administration used
to pause student-loan payments at
the beginning of the COVID-19
pandemic.
The states argued the financial
implications of Biden’s $300 million plan are so significant that
congressional approval is required.
They also argued that the plan
would deny the states revenue that
would otherwise flow to state-based
student loan companies that now
own the debt.
They pointed out that some
states don’t consider discharged
student-loan debt to be “income”
that can be taxed, further depriving
the states of revenue.
During oral arguments, according to the Missouri Independent,
lawyers for the Biden administration said the potential loss of tax
revenue isn’t enough to give the
states standing in the case, especially since the states are free to
expand their definition of taxable
income to include the canceled
student-loan debt.
In his decision, Judge Autrey
appeared to agree, saying the “tenuous nature of future income tax
revenue” wasn’t sufficient to establish injury to support the states’
claim that they had standing to file
their lawsuit.
Autrey had previously signaled
that the states’ standing to bring
the case forward was likely to be
a factor in his decision. “It is hard
to make a cake if you don’t have a
pan to put that cake in,” Autrey said
during oral arguments. “That pan
is standing. It doesn’t matter if you
have all the ingredients.”

Here’s what the decision blocking the
student debt forgiveness plan means
Jared Gans
The Hill
A federal appeals court has temporarily
blocked President Biden’s student loan
forgiveness program, halting the administration’s ability to dole out up to $20,000 in
relief to student borrowers.
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the 8th
Circuit issued a stay on the program Friday
after an appeal from six Republican attorneys
general representing GOP-led states.
The ruling came the same week that the
Department of Education officially launched
the aid application website. And since then,
almost 22 million borrowers had applied for
forgiveness, Biden announced Friday.
The lawsuit from the six states is one of a
few legal challenges against the plan.
But the Friday ruling does not bar all aspects of the plan from commencing.
Borrowers can still apply
White House press secretary Karine JeanPierre said in a statement after the ruling on
Friday that the order does not stop eligible
borrowers from applying for relief, nor does
it prevent the government from reviewing
applications and preparing them to be transmitted to loan servicers.
The only action that cannot occur while
the stay is in place is the federal government
officially forgiving the debt.
The stay stops the Biden administration
from moving forward in granting the relief
until the appeals court issues a ruling on the
merits of the case.
“We will continue to move full speed
ahead in our preparations in compliance with
this order,” Jean-Pierre said in the statement.
The plan would allow borrowers making
less than $125,000 per year to have up to
$10,000 in federal student debt forgiven.
Borrowers who received Pell Grants would
be able to have up to $20,000 forgiven.
What Republicans argue
The states argue in their original complaint that the Biden administration’s plan is

“economically unwise and downright unfair.”
They argue that most debt cancellation
will go to people in the top 60 percent of
income distribution, since people who make
lower incomes are less likely to have attended
higher education.
The attorneys general state that no statute
grants the Biden administration authority to
relieve millions of people from paying back
loans that they chose to take.
The president slammed Republicans
Friday who have spoken against his relief
efforts in remarks he gave at Delaware State
University.
“Ted Cruz, the great senator from Texas,
he said it’s for slackers — quote slackers —
who don’t deserve relief. Who the hell do
they think they are?” he said.
The administration has argued its authorization comes from the 2003 Higher Education Relief Opportunities for Students Act,
which permits the secretary of Education to
waive debt for borrowers in times of national
emergency.
But the states argue that it is “inconceivable” that Congress intended to authorize
across-the-board cancellation when it passed

the act. They state that the act can only be
invoked to support those negatively affected
by a military operation or emergency, not for
any reason.
Opponents to the plan have argued that
the national emergency of the COVID-19
pandemic has ended, so that should not be a
justification for the program.
Biden accused certain Republicans like
Reps. Marjorie Taylor Greene (Ga.) and Vern
Buchanan (Ga.) of hypocrisy for opposing
relief for student debt but having received
relief from small business loan payments
during the COVID-19 pandemic.
A federal district judge ruled on Thursday
that the six GOP-led states did not have standing to sue because they did not demonstrate
that the policy directly harms them. The states
appealed that decision to the appeals court,
which granted a temporary stay until it hears
the arguments of the case.
After the appeals court makes its ruling, either side could further appeal to the
Supreme Court, which would then decide
whether to intervene.
The Biden administration must file its
response to the lawsuit to the appeals court

by Monday, but the timeline for this case and
other legal challenges to the plan is uncertain.
Timeline remains uncertain but
officials encourage applicants
Payments on federal student loan debt are
scheduled to resume at the start of next year
after the Trump and Biden administrations
have continually extended a pause since the
start of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Biden promised that the extension of the
federal student loan pause through Dec. 31
would be the last one when he simultaneously
announced his debt relief plan.
Under the plan, borrowers can apply for
forgiveness through next year, but the administration has encouraged people to apply
by Nov. 15 if they want to ensure they can
receive relief before the pause ends.
The hold, even if the plan is eventually
able to go through, could play a key role
in the political landscape with the midterm
elections just more than two weeks away.
Younger voters are a key demographic for
Democratic candidates and could be crucial
to certain candidates in tight contests winning
their races, which may decide the makeup of
the House and Senate for the next two years.
The program being paused could poke a
hole in a key platform point that many Democrats want to run on as the midterm cycle
reaches the finish line.
But progressives are expressing confidence that Biden’s plan is legal and will
survive the challenges it is facing.
Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.) said in a
tweet on Friday after the ruling was made that
Biden’s authority on the issue is “clear,” and
she encouraged people to continue applying
for relief.
Rep. Ayanna Pressley (D-Mass.) said she
and Warren are traveling throughout the state
next week to share information about the
relief program.
The White House said in its statement
that it will move “full speed ahead” with its
preparations in the meantime.

The Biden administration’s student loan
forgiveness plan was temporarily put on
hold on Friday by the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the 8th Circuit amid a challenge from six
Republican-led states.
The Republican attorneys general, who
argue that the Biden administration does
not have the authority to cancel the debt,
appealed their case after it was dismissed by
a district court judge on Thursday.
The White House on Friday night vowed
to fight Republican challenges to the debt
relief program and noted that the ruling
does not prevent borrowers from continuing
to apply for relief or the government from
reviewing applications.

Cardona joined the administration in
promising to fight the lawsuits in a video
posted to Twitter on Saturday.
“We promise to fight to protect you from
baseless lawsuits trying to stop us from providing you debt relief,” Cardona said.
“We will not stop fighting for you,” Cardona continued.
The education secretary also called out
Republicans that have previously taken advantage of other loan forgiveness programs,
such as the Paycheck Protection Program.
“It’s only when relief is going to working
and middle-class Americans that these elected officials have a problem,” Cardona added
in the USA Today opinion.

Cardona says GOP fighting student debt relief won’t succeed
By Julia Shapero
The Hill
Education Secretary Miguel Cardona
said on Saturday that the Department of
Education is “moving full speed ahead” with
preparations for its debt relief program, after
a federal appeals court temporarily blocked
the program on Friday.
“Amid some Republicans trying every
which way to block the Biden Administration’s debt relief program, the department is
moving full speed ahead with preparations for
the lawful implementation of our program so
we can deliver relief to borrowers who need it
most,” Cardona wrote in an opinion in USA
Today on Saturday.

What Putin’s martial law order
means for Russia-Ukraine war
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By Colin Meyn
The Hill
Russian President Vladimir Putin announced the latest escalation of his war in
Ukraine on Wednesday, declaring martial law
in occupied areas of Ukraine and wartime
measures throughout much of Russia.
Ukrainian officials said the order would
not deter their efforts to retake occupied
territory, but warned it could mean mass deportations of Ukrainians out of the occupied
regions, and harsher treatment for those that
remain.
Experts said the order could also be a
“back door” to pull more of Russian society
into the war effort, strengthening Putin’s
footing for future offensives but weakening
his claim that the “special military operation”
in Ukraine is not a full-fledged war.
“This is a big deal because in effect what
Putin is doing is actually bringing all the
Russian Federation into some level of martial law,” said Mark Galeotti, an honorary
professor at the University College London’s School of Slavonic and East European
Studies.
“In terms of sort of shifting to a sort of
model of national mobilization of every aspect of politics, society and economics, you
know, this is definitely a move that up to now
Putin has been trying to avoid.”
While the martial law order mainly applies to the four occupied regions of Ukraine
— Donetsk, Luhansk, Zaporizhzhia and
Kherson — it also announced the “economic
mobilization” of eight Russian regions on
Ukraine’s border, including occupied Crimea.
And the final section says that “other
measures may be applied in the Russian
Federation during the period of martial law.”
What it means for Ukraine
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky’s office was quick to minimize the
significance of Putin’s order.
“‘Martial law’ implementation on the
occupied territories by [Russia] should be
considered only as a pseudo-legalization of
looting of Ukrainians’ property by another
‘regrouping,’” Mykhailo Podolyak, a Zelen-

Ukrainian soldiers sit on an armoured vehicle as they drive on a road between
Izium and Lyman, recently retaken areas in Ukraine, on Oct. 4, 2022.
sky adviser, wrote on Twitter.
national Studies, who was born in Ukraine,
“This does not change anything for said he didn’t expect the order would signifiUkraine: we continue the liberation and cantly change the situation on the ground.
“I don’t think that having a martial law
de-occupation of our territories,” he continued.
in place was the only thing that prevented
However, local Ukrainian officials warned Russians from carrying out those things, it
that Putin’s move could begin an even darker certainly will give them some veneer of dochapter in territories that Moscow illegally mestic legitimacy — obviously zero external
legitimacy,” he said.
annexed earlier this month.
Russia has already been accused of over“A new manifestation of genocide in the
occupied territories,” Melitopol Mayor Ivan seeing filtration camps in occupied areas,
Fedorov wrote on Telegram. “The Ruscists in which thousands of Ukrainians are sent
are preparing the forcible deportation of an to Russia, while its troops have reportedly
entire city. So far, it is between voluntary and committed an array of war crimes, from rape
forcible, supposedly aimed to protect people to torture to mass executions.
In announcing the new order on Wednesfrom hostilities.”
Oleksiy Danilov, secretary of Ukraine’s day, Putin told Russia’s Security Council
National Security and Defense Council, that officials in the annexed regions should
wrote on Twitter that ”Putin’s martial law in enact measures necessary to ensure the safety
the annexed regions of [Ukraine] is prepara- of the people, protect critical infrastructure,
tion for the mass deportation of the Ukrainian maintain public order and “increase the
population to depressed areas of [Russia] in manufacturing of products necessary for the
order to change the ethnic composition of the special military operation.”
He also noted that Ukraine had already
occupied territory.”
Eugene Finkel, an associate professor at declared its own martial law in the occupied
the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced Inter- regions following Russia’s invasion, and he

said extraordinary measures were necessary
to counter Ukrainian aggression.
“The neo-Nazis are using plainly terrorist
methods, plotting sabotage at critical infrastructure, attempting to murder members
of local authorities,” he said, referring to
Ukraine’s government, according to the
Kremlin.
What it means for Russia
Putin’s order is his latest move to signal
action in Ukraine as Russia’s military has
faced a string of embarrassing losses in the
northeast, and may soon lose its hold on
Kherson in the south.
His mobilization drive in recent weeks has
stirred up significant domestic discontent,
as war hawks have spoken out against the
failures of Putin’s generals and urged for
more aggressive action to regain momentum.
While his martial law declaration was focused largely on Ukraine and border regions
in Russia, Finkel said the final provision
allowing for “other measures” could be a
“backdoor to introduce martial law in other
parts of Russia without actually calling it
martial law.”
“And also a signal to the population that
they’re doing something and something’s
happening, because everybody knows that the
war isn’t going as they planned,” he added.
Galeotti said this could have broad implications for Russian society, allowing officials
to control industrial activity to help the war,
further control the media or crush labor
actions that conflict with wartime priorities.
“I think in terms of what this shows is
a growing awareness that Russia is in this
probably for the long haul,” said Galeotti,
who wrote the book “Putin’s Wars: From
Chechnya to Ukraine.”
Putin conveyed a similar message during
his meeting the Security Council on Wednesday, in which he also ordered the creation of
a special coordinating council to carry out
the measures.
“We are working on solving very complex,
large-scale tasks to ensure a reliable future
for Russia, the future of our people,” he said.

gion and has been increasing its air strikes
on Russian defense systems, suggesting a
combined ground and air assault coming
soon, Spencer said.
With no information coming from the
Ukrainian side, war observers have been
left interpreting radar and signals from the
Kremlin, which appears to be “shaping the
information space to prepare the Russian
population for military defeat in Kherson,”
said George Barros, a Russia and Ukraine

analyst at the Institute for the Study of War.
Gen. Sergey Surovikin, the newly installed commander of Russian forces in
Ukraine, this week said “difficult decisions”
may be necessary in Kherson, adding: “We
will be guided by the need to preserve the
lives of the civilian population and our military personnel as much as possible.”
Barros said that does not mean Russia will
give up the city without a fight, but rather that
it is preparing for possible defeat, after its

losses in Kharkiv last month seemed to stun
many pundits and the Russian public.
The U.K.’s Defense Ministry said Thursday that Surovikin’s announcement ”likely
indicates that the Russian authorities are
seriously considering a major withdrawal of
their forces from the area west of the Dnipro
river.”
And American officials told The New
York Times that sustained Ukrainian pressure
in the coming weeks could break Russian
units and clear the way to seizing Kherson.
Putin also announced martial law in annexed regions of Ukraine this week, creating
a veneer of legal legitimacy for efforts by
occupying officials to evacuate Kherson.
Those officials said Thursday that 15,000
Ukrainians had already been evacuated, with
plans to send some 60,000 people to Russia
in the coming days.
Even a withdrawal of Russia’s 30,000
troops would not be easy. Ukraine has largely destroyed the main bridges crossing the
Dnieper River around Kherson, leaving Russians only a pontoon bridge and an earthen
crossing at the key Kakhovka dam to move
forces and equipment across the river.
Branislav Slantchev, a professor of political science at the University of California,
San Diego, said Ukraine appears to be allow(See Batle for Kherson, Page 19)

additional shipments in the future,” he said.
He added that the administration is exploring “new sanctions” and that the Department
of Defense is “looking actively” at potential
air defense solutions for the Ukrainians.

Russian attacks with Iranian so-called
kamikaze drones have terrorized Ukraine
over the past two weeks, with civilian casualties and infrastructure, including residential
buildings, energy and water supplies, destroyed by the explosive-laden drones.
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky
has pleaded for supporting countries to send
more air defense systems immediately.
The U.S. and NATO said they are working
to quickly send more air defenses and anti-drone technology to Ukraine, while other
air defense systems from Spain and Germany
are said to have recently arrived.
But the Ukrainians have pleaded for more,
in particular to Israel for its Iron Dome missile defense system, which is considered one
of the most successful air defense systems at
targeting indiscriminate fire.
Israel has rejected sharing the Iron Dome,
a decision that Kirby said was their “sovereign” right.
He said the Pentagon is “looking hard at
what what’s in the realm of the possible,”
for air defenses for Ukraine, “including, as
I said earlier, what could be possible from
allies and partners.”

Ukraine poised for crucial blow
to Putin in battle for Kherson

By Colin Meyn
The Hill
Ukraine appears poised to deliver another
crucial blow to Russian President Vladimir
Putin’s war effort with a counteroffensive
to take back Kherson, which was the first
major Ukrainian city seized by Russia after
its invasion in February.
Ukraine has blacked out all media on
its operations around the southern city this
week, as it did ahead of a successful counteroffensive in the northeast last month.
Experts studying the war said all signs point
to a major offensive in the coming days, with
Russia already signaling its potential retreat.
Ukrainian victory in Kherson, which is the
only regional capital that has been captured
by Russian forces, could set the direction of
the rest of the war, said John Spencer, chairman of urban warfare studies at the Modern
War Institute at West Point.
“Strategically, operationally and tactically, it’ll send a signal that Russia can’t hold
ground in Ukraine, and the path to victory
for Ukraine is pretty much assured. The
timeline’s still in question, but the path to
victory is pretty assured,” he said.
Russia has sent nearly 30,000 troops
to Kherson in an attempt to reinforce its
positions; however, Ukraine has reportedly
reclaimed dozens of settlements in the re-

White House says Iranian troops on the ground
in Crimea are aiding the Russian drone strikes
By Laura Kelly
The Hill
The White House on Thursday confirmed
that Russia is attacking Ukraine with Iranian
drones launched from the occupied Crimean
Peninsula with on-the-ground assistance from
military trainers from Iran.
National Security spokesperson John Kirby further raised concern that Russia will seek
to acquire advanced conventional weapons
from Tehran as it faces military supply shortages under pressure from Western sanctions.
“We can confirm that Russia’s military
personnel that are based in Crimea have been
piloting Iranian UAVs [unmanned aerial vehicles], using them to conduct strikes across
Ukraine, including strikes against Kyiv in just
recent days. We assess that Iranian military
personnel on the ground in Crimea assisted
Russia in these operations,” Kirby said.
“There’s extensive proof of their use by
Russia against both military and civilian
targets [in Ukraine], yet both Iran and Russia
continue to lie about it,” he added.
Kirby said that the U.S. cannot offer
exact numbers on how many Iranians are in
Crimea, adding that it’s a “relatively small

number” but that they are providing tech
support while the Russians pilot the UAVs
for attacks.
“Russia has received dozens of UAVs
so far, and will likely continue to receive

Russia could plan ‘dirty bomb’
pretext, Western countries say
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By Pavel Polityuk
(Reuters) — Western countries accused
Russia on Monday of plotting to use a threat
of a bomb laced with nuclear material as a
pretext for escalation in Ukraine, as Moscow
evacuated civilians from a southern city in
anticipation of a major battle.
With Ukrainian forces advancing into
Russian-occupied Kherson province, Russian
Defence Minister Sergei Shoigu phoned
Western counterparts on Sunday to tell them
Moscow suspected Kyiv of planning to use
a so-called “dirty bomb.”
In a joint statement, the foreign ministers
of France, Britain and the United States said
they had all rejected the allegations and
reaffirmed their support for Ukraine against
Russia.
“Our countries made clear that we all
reject Russia’s transparently false allegations
that Ukraine is preparing to use a dirty bomb
on its own territory,” they said. “The world
would see through any attempt to use this
allegation as a pretext for escalation.”
In an overnight address, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy said the Russian
accusation was a sign Moscow was planning such an attack itself and would blame
Ukraine.
“If Russia calls and says that Ukraine is

A local man throws debris out of a broken window in a residential building heavily
damaged by a Russian missile attack in Mykolaiv, Ukraine October 23, 2022.
allegedly preparing something, it means one derstands everything well. Understands who
thing: Russia has already prepared all this,” is the source of everything dirty that can be
Zelenskiy said.
imagined in this war.”
“So when today the Russian Minister
Asked about the fact that others did not
of Defense organises a phone carousel and seem to believe Russian’s accusations, Kremcalls foreign ministers with stories about the lin spokesman Dmitry Peskov told a briefing
so-called ‘dirty’ nuclear bomb, everyone un- on Monday: “Their disbelief doesn’t mean
there’s no threat ... The threat is evident.”
Evacuation
Russia has ordered civilians to evacuate
territory it controls on the western bank of
the Dnipro River, where Ukrainian forces
have been advancing since the start of this
month shortly after Moscow claimed to have
annexed the area.
A Russian defeat there would be one
of Moscow’s biggest setbacks of the war.
Kherson’s regional capital is the only big city
Russia has captured intact since the invasion
in February, and its only foothold on the west
bank of the Dnipro, which bisects Ukraine.
The province controls the gateway to Crimea,
the peninsula Russia seized and claimed to
annex in 2014.
The Russian-installed authorities in Kherson announced on Monday that men who
stay behind would have the option of joining
a military self-defence unit. Kyiv accuses
Russia of press-ganging men in occupied

areas into military formations, a war crime
under the Geneva Conventions.
Kyrylo Budanov, Ukraine’s military spy
chief, said Russian forces were preparing
to defend Kherson city, not retreat from
it, and reported evacuations were part of a
Russian information campaign. While Russia
is moving financial structures, equipment,
vulnerable residents and wounded people
from Kherson, he said, it is also reinforcing
defences.
“They are creating the illusion that all is
lost. Yet at the same time they are moving
new military units in and preparing to defend the streets of Kherson,” he told Interfax
Ukraine news agency.
Since Russia’s forces suffered major
battlefield defeats in September, President
Vladimir Putin has escalated the war, calling
up hundreds of thousands of reservists, announcing the annexation of occupied territory
and repeatedly threatening to use nuclear
weapons to defend Russian land.
This month, Russia has started a new
campaign using long-range cruise missiles
and Iranian-made drones to attack Ukraine’s
electric power and heat ahead of winter.
Russian state television is filled with talk
shows featuring pundits who are openly
cheering attacks on Ukrainian civil infrastructure and call for ever tougher measures
to eliminate what they describe as an illegitimate Ukrainian state.
On Monday, Russian state TV presenter
Anton Krasovsky apologised for remarks in
which he called for Ukrainian children to be
drowned in rivers and burned alive in huts
with the doors nailed shut. He also joked
that Ukrainian grandmothers were saving
their funeral funds to pay Russian soldiers
to rape them.
“Well, it happens: you’re on air, you get
carried away. And you can’t stop,” Krasovsky
said, adding he was “really embarrassed”.
Krasovsky was suspended from Russia’s
state-funded international channel RT, and
Russia’s Investigative Committee said it had
ordered a report into his “sharp comments.”
Ukraine’s Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba said Krasovsky would be prosecuted some
day for promoting genocide, and called on
countries to ban RT.

escalating targeting of civilians and civilian
infrastructure. This week, America joins our
democratic partners to reaffirm our pledge to
stand with the Ukrainian people in their fight
for freedom and to hold Russia accountable
— until victory is won,” she added.
The Speaker will be joined by Rep. Gerry
Connolly (D-Va.), the president of the NATO
Parliamentary Assembly, on the trip to Croatia. He was invited to take part in the summit.
The gathering comes more than eight
months into Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.
Moscow’s military has taken control of some
regions of the country, and Kyiv has launched
successful counteroffenses in others.
Ukraine in recent weeks has been eyeing

Kherson, the first major Ukrainian city that
Russia took control of after the conflict broke
out earlier this year.
In a rare joint statement on Sunday, the
foreign ministers of France, the United Kingdom and the United States rejected Russia’s
claims that Ukraine was getting ready to use
a dirty bomb within its country.
“The world would see through any attempt to use this allegation as a pretext for
escalation. We further reject any pretext for
escalation by Russia,” the leaders wrote.
The visit to Croatia is the latest in a number of international trips Pelosi has taken in
recent months. The Speaker has made stops
in Ukraine, Taiwan and Armenia.

By Julia Shapero
The Hill
Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin spoke
with his Russian counterpart on Friday, the
first time the pair are known to have spoken
in more than five months.
Austin “emphasized the importance of
maintaining lines of communication” in the
call with Russian Defense Minister Sergei
Shoigu, according to a readout from the
Pentagon.
The two last spoke on May 13, when
Austin urged for a cease-fire in the war in
Ukraine. Friday’s call is only the second time
the pair have spoken since the war began in
February.
Austin also spoke with Ukrainian Defense
Minister Oleksii Reznikov on Friday, emphasizing the United States’ continued com-

mitment to support Kyiv, the Pentagon said.
Russian President Vladimir Putin has continued to escalate the war in recent weeks, following several embarrassing losses. Russian

forces were forced to pull out of Kharkiv last
month, after Ukraine launched a successful
counteroffensive.
Putin responded with a partial military
call-up and the formal annexation of four
regions in southern and eastern Ukraine.
However, just one day after he laid claim
to the territories, Ukrainian forces retook
the city of Lyman in the annexed region of
Donetsk.
Ukraine now appears poised to begin
a counteroffensive in the city of Kherson,
which also lies in one of the annexed regions.
Russian Gen. Sergei Surovikin said this week
that they may have to make “difficult decisions” in Kherson to “preserve the lives” of
civilians and military personnel, which some
have viewed as indicating Russian officials
are considering a withdrawal of troops.

However, Ukrainian victory in Kherson
is not a fait accompli. Russian officials have
said they are not giving up the city, but
merely moving out civilians ahead of the
battle to come.
“It should be remembered that if the
Kremlin decides to defend Kherson and turn
it into a fortress, the Ukrainian forces may
give up their capture for fear of suffering
heavy losses during the fighting in the city,”
said Piotr Żochowski, a senior fellow at
the Warsaw-based OSW Centre for Eastern
Studies.
Żochowski added that Kherson remains
of “great military importance” to Russia,
and losing it would jeopardize a crucial land
connection between occupied Crimea and
Russia.
Barros called the north bank of the
Dnieper “extremely strategically important

territory,” and said Ukraine failing to oust
Russian troops could allow them to continue
ground operations in “right bank Ukraine,”
which includes the crucial port city of Odessa, a little more than 200 km (124 miles) away
from Kherson.
Russia’s military victories so far have been
contained in the east of the country, where
it has now annexed four occupied regions
including Kherson, though Russian missiles
have hit targets across the country.
Kherson is not the only battle raging in
Ukraine ahead of the winter. Fighting continues in towns in the northeast, where Ukraine
surprised the world with its rout of Russian
forces last month.
And Russia is also waging a furious
assault on Bakhmut, an eastern city in the
Donetsk, where the private Wagner forces are
said to be making some gains with pounding

artillery attacks.
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky over the weekend called the fighting in
Bakhmut “the most difficult” in the country.
If Ukraine loses Bakhmut, it could allow
Russia to advance to other key cities in Donetsk, which is among the regions annexed
by Moscow.
Żochowski said the Russian Ministry of
Defense has told forces to capture Bakhmut
by the end of October, which would deliver a
win that could help offset a loss in Kherson.
Slantchev said Russian control of Bakhmut
would threaten all of the territories in the
north that Ukraine has recently liberated.
“With this kind of war there is always back
and forth,” he said. “People always want
to say so now there’s momentum and now
it’s going to end this way. But it never quite
works out that way.”

Pelosi to meet Ukrainian officials in Croatia
By Mychael Schnell
The Hill
Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) is scheduled to meet with Ukrainian officials during
a summit in Croatia this week that is focused
on Russia’s aggression against Kyiv.
The First Parliamentary Summit of the
International Crimea Platform is slated to
take place in Zagreb, Croatia on Oct. 25.
Pelosi will take part in bilateral meetings with
high-level officials from Ukraine and Croatia,
according to the Speaker’s office.
She is also scheduled to participate in
a press conference with Croatian Prime
Minister Andrej Plenković, and will deliver
remarks at the summit on Tuesday focused
on “America’s unbreakable commitment to
Ukraine.”
Ukraine created the International Crimea
Platform last year with hopes that it would
help repair the sovereignty and territorial
integrity of Ukraine, according to Pelosi’s
office.
This week’s summit, the first of its kind,
will be centered on Russia’s aggressive behavior against Ukraine, including Moscow’s
annexation of Crimea in 2014 and the country’s invasion of Ukraine, which has been
ongoing since February.
Conversations will center on the world’s
attempts to assist Ukraine, efforts to hold
Moscow accountable for suspected war
crimes committed amid this year’s conflict,
and attempts at illegally annexing regions.
“As Speaker, it is my privilege to join
our European allies and other partners from
around the globe in Croatia to deliver an
unmistakable statement of our solidarity
with the Ukrainian people,” Pelosi said in
a statement.
“Speaker Nancy Pelosi said. “Vladimir
Putin is waging an unprovoked, all-out

assault on Ukraine: from the ongoing occupation of Crimea to his attempt to annex
additional territories to his desperate and

Biden Defense secretary holds
call with Russian counterpart

Battle for Kherson
(Continued from Page 18)
ing Russian troops to leave, either to avoid
casualties or because Ukrainian commanders
are not confident they can take on the current
Russian forces.
Russian officials have also been warning
locals that Ukraine is planning to blow up the
Kakhovka hydroelectric plant, which Slantchev and others see as laying the groundwork for a “false flag” operation, in which
Russia will destroy the dam after retreating
across it, flooding densely populated areas
along the riverbank in a foot or more of water.
“And then they’re going to start shelling
this entire area from the other bank,” Slantchev said of Russian forces. “That’s a bit of
a problem because they actually can reach it
… and it will not be easy for Ukrainians to
push them out until they figure out a way to
cross the river themselves.”

Six ways Trump has changed the GOP
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By Max Greenwood
The Hill
Former President Donald Trump has dramatically reshaped the Republican Party in his own image, leaving marks
that have outlived his presidency — and could potentially
outlive him.
It’s not unusual for a president, current or former, to hold
sway over his party and its voters. But Trump’s impact on
the GOP stands out for its breadth; Trump has influenced the
party and its members on everything from policy to rhetorical
style, as Republican officials and candidates look to recreate
the movement that helped propel Trump to the White House
six years ago.
Here are six ways Trump has significantly changed the
GOP.

Signage is seen at CNN center, April 21, 2022, in Atlanta.
He’s turned it more against mainstream media
Trump may not have invented the term “fake news” as he
has claimed. But there’s little doubt that he brought it into
the GOP’s everyday vernacular.
Republicans have long fueled skepticism in the mainstream media, casting unfriendly news outlets and journalists
as liberals with their own political agendas that obscure what
they see as the truth.
But Trump has driven Republican animosity toward the socalled mainstream media to new heights. One former Trump
campaign aide described the former president’s influence as
fundamentally altering the way Republicans think about the
news and the people who report it.
“When Republicans would talk about the ‘liberal media,’
it was about pointing out bias,” the former aide said. “The
president, what he did was he took that a step further, right?
It’s not just bias. It’s straight-up lies.”
That strategy has reshaped the GOP’s approach to unflattering headlines and news stories, the former aide said.
“I think there’s a sense now that you don’t have to counter,” the former aide said. “You can more or less ignore this
stuff and say it’s all made up.”

Naughton, a veteran Republican strategist, said. “Nobody
wanted to touch it, but it was bubbling beneath the surface
and Trump kind of brought it to light. He brought it to the
fore, made it possible to discuss it and for people to express
what they really thought about it.”

An FBI seal is seen on a wall on Aug. 10, 2022, in Omaha.
He’s sparked opposition to institutions
Before, during and after his time in the White House,
Trump called into question the legitimacy and effectiveness
of key institutions — in the government, the media and the
world at large.
That willingness to attack what many Americans see as pillars of U.S. democracy and international order has implanted
itself firmly into GOP orthodoxy over the years. Republicans
routinely rail against “The Swamp” — Trump’s ill-defined
term for institutional corruption — and organizations like
the FBI and NATO.
“Let’s take NATO, for example,” O’Connell said. “The
theory behind NATO is fantastic. The problem is that it was
living on borrowed time and not functioning effectively. And
we see the same thing with the FBI.”
“When it comes to institutions, if you’re not judging the
efficiency and the effectiveness of the institutions, then you’re
probably not doing your job as an American.”
In perhaps one of the most lasting examples of Trump’s
institutional distrust, the Republican National Committee
(RNC) voted earlier this year to withdraw from the Commission on Presidential Debates, an organization that Trump
repeatedly hammered as biased against the GOP and its
candidates.
For some Republicans, that decision was seen as one of
the clearest examples of Trump’s influence over the GOP.
“If you had told me 10 years ago that we simply weren’t
going to participate anymore, I’d say you were crazy,” one
former Republican campaign adviser said. “But seeing the
way [Trump] has shaped things now, I’m surprised it didn’t
happen sooner.”

A poll worker stamps a vote-by-mail ballot at a ballot
drop-off location at the Miami-Dade Elections Department
during the primary election, Aug. 23, 2022, in Doral, Fla.
Former President Trump gives a keynote address during
the America First Policy Institute Summit in Washington,
D.C., on Tuesday, July 26, 2022.
He’s made attacking opponents a signature
Political attacks are nothing new, but since taking his perch
atop the GOP in 2016, countless Republicans have sought to
mimic Trump’s penchant for bombastic and vitriolic rhetoric,
deploying it against their opponents, but within and outside
of their own party.
Trump’s critics have accused him of lowering the political
discourse among Republicans by encouraging petty — and
very often personal — attacks over substantive policy discussions or principled debates.
But to many Republicans, Trump has given the party
the language and resolve to fight back. Ford O’Connell, a
Trump-aligned Republican strategist and former congressional candidate, said that the GOP is now more focused on the
“bigger picture”: winning elections at any cost.
“In the past, if someone like Mitt Romney or Todd Akin
made a snafu on the stump, the Republicans would let the
opposition drag them down,” O’Connell said.
“The No. 1 chief thing that he has given the party is a
backbone to fight, not only the Democrats but anyone who
wants to bring them down, then not back down when the fear
mongering gets turned up to a 10.”

He’s fueled skepticism in the country’s elections
Trump’s efforts to challenge the results of the 2020 presidential election were seen by many as the ultimate taboo; a
self-serving campaign to hold onto power at the expense of
American democracy.
But that notion has proved to have staying power within
the GOP. A New York Times/Siena College poll released
over the summer found that 60 percent of Republican voters
believe that Trump was the legitimate winner of the 2020
election. Even more recently, a Morning Consult survey
showed that only 44 percent of GOP voters have at least some
trust in the country’s electoral process.
That trend has played out among GOP lawmakers and
candidates, as well. Fueled by Trump’s false claim that the
2020 election was “rigged,” Republican governors and state
legislators have pushed a swath of new voting laws and
restrictions.
At the same time, several Republican candidates in battleground states have refused to say whether they will accept
the results of their own contests.
To be sure, Republicans have long spoken about the need
for enhanced “election security,” a subject that helped lead
to the proliferation of voter identification laws, mostly in red
states. But some Republicans say that Trump helped focus
the GOP on deeper issues in the electoral system.
“There have always been problems in the system,” Keith

One-time critics of Trump, like Sen. Lindsey Graham
(R-S.C.) have become some of his most loyal defenders.
He’s made fealty to him a
necessity for party survival
Despite many Republicans’ deep reluctance to embrace
Trump during his first successful bid for the White House in
2016, most warmed up to him quickly after he took office.
Those who didn’t have largely become persona non grata
within the GOP.
Trump has left little room for dissent in the modern
Republican Party, forcing its members to make a choice:
demonstrate absolute loyalty to him and his agenda or be
booted from the party.
One-time Trump critics, like Sen. Lindsey Graham
(R-S.C.), have remade themselves into some of the former
president’s most ardent defenders and allies. Meanwhile,
many of those who broke with him have found themselves
politically isolated.
Take Rep. Liz Cheney (R-Wyo.) for example. Cheney
was one of 10 House Republicans who voted in early 2021
to impeach Trump for his role in the Jan. 6 riot at the U.S.
Capitol. That vote, combined with her ongoing criticism of the
former president, ultimately cost her both her post in House
GOP leadership and renomination this year.
The insistence on fealty to Trump is a marked change
from the GOP’s approach nearly a decade ago, when the
RNC set its sights on creating a big tent party that welcomed
conservatives with a range of views.
And while the former president won’t be around forever,
Republicans say that, for now, one thing is clear: The GOP
is still Trump’s party.

Trump’s
approach toward international alliances has signif-icantly shifted the party away from its stance during the time
of former presidents Ronald Reagan and George W. Bush.
He altered the GOP’s view of the world
Trump barreled into political career with a promise to
put “America first” by reassessing international alliances,
rebuilding the country’s domestic manufacturing sector and
avoiding “forever wars.”
That approach is now part of Republican orthodoxy, marking a massive shift away from the GOP of former presidents
like Ronald Reagan and George W. Bush who embraced
international free trade and alliances.
Critics accuse Trump of seeking to push the U.S. toward
isolationism, arguing that his “America first” focus has
weakened the country’s international clout and interrupted a
steady march toward a more interconnected world.
Trump’s allies, however, say he simply got Republicans
to take a fresh look at foreign policy and international trade.
“He’s changed the entire world view of the Republican
Party when it comes to international relations and foreign
relations,” O’Connell said. “Maybe we were overextended to
begin with and it was hurting our domestic interests.”
“The idea that that is isolationist is almost insane to say,”
he added. “We were doing it wrong before. When you’re
acting in the U.S.’s best interests, you’re not being isolationist
because our interests are aligned around the world.”

Trump on 2024 run: ‘I will probably have to do it again’

By Sarakshi Rai
The Hill
Former President Trump said
Saturday that he would “probably”
have to run for the White House
again, alluding to a potential 2024
rematch against President Biden.
At a rally in Robstown, Texas,
Trump, who was campaigning for
Republicans in the state, continued
to push unfounded claims that he
won the 2020 election.
“I ran twice. I won twice,”
Trump said.
“I did much better the second
time than I did before.”
The former president noted he
got “millions more votes in 2020
than 2016 and likewise, getting
more votes than any sitting president in the history of our country
by far.”
“And now in order to make our
country successful, safe and glorious again, I will probably have to
do it again,” he added.
The 45th president was greeted
with chants of “we want Trump”
soon after he made his announcement.
His comments teasing a potential 2024 run come just days after

he was subpoenaed by the House
select committee investigating the
Jan. 6, 2021 Capitol riot.
Trump has until Nov. 4 to produce the relevant documents and
to appear for testimony on or about
Nov. 14.
Multiple sources told The Hill

earlier this year that Trump and
his allies have discussed making
an announcement about his campaign status before the mid-terms
in November.
Trump has stopped short of formally announcing his candidacy for
the 2024 presidential race, which

would trigger Federal Election
Commission requirements about
disclosing financial information
and would limit how much Trump
could raise from individual donors
before November 2024.
A Harvard CAPS-Harris Poll
survey released last Monday

showed Trump with a 2-point lead
over his successor, should he launch
another bid for the White House.
Forty-five percent of voters
say they would support the former
president for a second term in 2024,
compared to 43 percent who plan to
back Biden.
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Biden policy on Venezuelan border
crossers costly and ineffective

By Nolan Rappaport
The Border Patrol has seen a
dramatic increase in illegal crossings by Venezuelan migrants in the
last two years; it has surged recently
to around 25,000 in August and
33,000 in September.
On Oct. 12, DHS announced a
program to discourage Venezuelans
from entering the United States
illegally. The program will provide
a safe and lawful way for 24,000
qualifying Venezuelans to enter
the United States at an airport,
reside temporarily, and apply for
work authorization. To be eligible,
they must:
—Have a supporter in the United
States who will provide financial
and other assistance;
—Pass national security and
public safety screening and vetting; and
—Satisfy vaccination and other
public health requirements.
Also, effective immediately,
Venezuelans who make illegal
crossings between ports of entry
will be returned to Mexico.
The administration needs permission from the Mexican government to return illegal crossers
to Mexico.
In return for Mexico’s cooperation, the administration has agreed
to increase the number of temporary nonagricultural worker H-2B
visas from 66,000 to 130,716 for

fiscal 2023. These visas provide
workers for American businesses
in industries such as hospitality and
tourism, landscaping, and seafood
processing.
Historically, around 90 percent
of the H-2B visas have been given
to Mexican nationals.
The United States also will give
$376 million in additional humanitarian assistance to people affected
by the Venezuela regional crisis,
and give more than $199 million in
additional humanitarian assistance
to Mexico and Central America.
This program is “intended to
address the most acute irregular
migration and help ease pressure

on the cities and states receiving
these individuals.” According to
DHS Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas, ”These actions make clear
that there is a lawful and orderly
way for Venezuelans to enter the
United States, and lawful entry is
the only way.”
Limited in scope and
temporary at best
Carlos Vecchio, an international
spokesman for reinstating democracy in Venezuela, has said that an
offer of 24,000 visas is insufficient
for the magnitude of Venezuela’s
migration crisis. According to
UNHCR statistics, more than 6
million Venezuelans have fled from
Venezuela, which makes their situation the second-largest external
displacement crisis in the world.
Also note that the administration
is only saying it will try to stop
illegal crossings made by Venezuelans and that the program’s only
enforcement measure for achieving
that objective is returning Venezuelans who make an illegal crossing
to Mexico.
The administration’s authority
to return illegal crossers to Mexico
depends on Title 42 — which it
intends to terminate.
In a media statement released on
April 1, the CDC said:
“After considering current public health conditions and an increased availability of tools to fight

COVID-19 (such as highly effective vaccines and therapeutics), the
CDC Director has determined that
an Order suspending the right to
introduce migrants into the United
States is no longer necessary.”
A federal court judge issued a
preliminary injunction blocking
the termination of Title 42 because CDC did not follow proper
procedures. Of course, this can
be corrected the next time the administration tries to terminate Title
42 — probably after the upcoming
midterm elections. Biden said
during a recent 60 Minutes interview that, “The pandemic is over.”
But it can still effective as a
border security measure, even if
temporary.
Many Democrats will
likely find new measure
objectionable
Humanitarian organizations,
such as Doctors Without Borders
claim that expulsions to Mexico
under Title 42 should not be permitted. The group’s executive director
said, “We are shocked by the Biden
administration’s decision to start
expelling Venezuelans under Title
42, a cruel and inhumane policy that
has no basis in safeguarding public
health that should have been ended
long ago.”
According to the Congressional Progressive Caucus, “The
Trump-initiated Title 42 was part

of his anti-immigrant hate and fear
agenda that used the pandemic as
an excuse to deny asylum seekers
their legal rights.”
Bad policy even if
it were long term
Practically speaking, how will
the Border Patrol know which
illegal crossers are Venezuelan? If
illegal border crossers do not admit
that they are Venezuelans and the
Border Patrol does not find documents on them that identify them as
Venezuelans, it may not be possible
to determine their nationalities.
What’s more, prior to the Oct. 12
announcement, there were few Title
42 expulsions of Venezuelans. Between April 2020 and March 2022,
60 percent of the nearly 1.8 million
migrants who were expelled under
Title 42 were from Mexico and 34
percent were from the Northern
Triangle.
And 88 percent of the expulsions
were of single adults. Only 11 percent were family units.
But Title 42 expulsions aren’t
the whole story.
In a report released on Sept.
13, the DHS Inspector General
concluded that other than migrants
who are expelled under the Title
42 order, the administration is
only denying entry to a very small
percentage of the illegal crossers
apprehended at the Southwest
(See Rappaport, Page 22)

Fauci can’t whitewash his disastrous legacy

By David Harsanyi
This week, ABC News reporter Jonathan
Karl asked Dr. Anthony Fauci, the soon-departing head of the National Institute of
Allergy and Infectious Diseases, if it was a
“mistake” for schools to be shuttered as long
as they were during the COVID pandemic.
“We should realize, and have realized,” Fauci
answered, “that there will be deleterious collateral consequences when you do something
like that,” adding that he had “nothing to do”
with schools closing.
This is a transparent legacy-saving revisionism.
Fauci now portrays himself as a humble
public health official who had merely shared
scientific advice and information with decision-makers. This self-serving depiction
conveniently ignores his fear-mongering, his
coaxing and lying to manipulate behavior and
his partisan scheming. Governors regularly
leaned on Fauci’s positions as justification for
their unconstitutional shutdowns of churches,
economic lockdowns and school closures.
And Fauci praised them for it. Then-presidential candidate Joe Biden urged governors to
“listen to Dr. Fauci” for their guidelines. Most
already had. When Biden won the presidency,
Fauci blamed the alleged underperformance
of the United States under Donald Trump on
the “disparate responses of different states
versus the unified approach.” The unified
approach, of course, was the Fauci approach.
If the spiritual leader of the “follow the
science” crowd knew, as he now claims, that
“draconian” COVID policies would lead to
“collateral consequences,” why didn’t he
mention this fact back then? And why did he

portray those who did as politically motivated
and anti-science?
“Fauci testifies consequences of reopening
too soon could be ‘really serious,’” ABC
News reported in May 2020. After being
grilled by Sen. Rand Paul on the dearth of
science justifying school closings, Fauci
responded with an alarmist rant about unexplained inflammations among kids caused by
COVID. “Be careful,” Fauci warned, because
children were not “completely immune” from
“the deleterious effects” of COVID, refuting
a claim neither Paul nor any other serious
critic had ever leveled.
At the time, Ron Klain, a top Biden campaign adviser who now serves as Biden’s
chief of staff, tweeted, “I can’t believe I
live in a country where the nation’s leading
infectious disease expert has to explain to a
senator that we ‘really out to be very careful

... when it comes to children.’” Was Klain
being “very careful” when smearing those
who argued that shutdowns could also hold
significant undesirable consequences and did
little, if anything, to save lives? For Klain,
partisanship trumped public health. For many
others, prudence had legitimately morphed
into stifling fear. Fauci used this trepidation to
feed attacks on those who disagreed with him.
When it mattered, Paul was right. Shutdowns inflicted profound harm on children,
not to mention erasing decades of advances.
Fauci would often make perfunctory statements during 2020 about the importance of
reopening schools as soon as the virus was
“under control.” He remained absurdly vague
about what that meant. And when any concrete efforts were undertaken to open schools,
Fauci opposed them.
In March 2020, Gov. Ron DeSantis announced that Florida schools would reopen
in April. When left-wing pundits accused
the governor of being the leader of a “death
cult,” Fauci stood in front of a White House
lectern and told the nation that children who
went back to school “will likely get infected.”
Not “could” get infected but would “likely”
get infected. He later told a Tampa television
station that, on the subject of opening schools,
it “doesn’t make sense when you’re trying to
do everything you can to protect children, to
do something that would interfere with the
protection of the children.”
Later in 2020, three scientists — Martin
Kulldorff of Harvard, Sunetra Gupta of
Oxford and Jay Bhattacharya of Stanford —
released the “Great Barrington Declaration,”
a document rejecting the popular position

on the efficacy of lockdowns and warning,
among other things, about the damaging
“physical and mental health impacts” of closing schools. “Keeping students out of school
is a grave injustice,” the document stressed.
Fauci was not merely passing on the latest
public health information when he helped
plot a “quick and devastating published takedown” of the Great Barrington Declaration.
No, he used his immense influence to help
stifle debate over school closings.
By January of the next year, when it
became convenient — and Biden won the
presidency — Fauci would finally admit that
it was “less likely for a child to get infected
in the school setting than if they were just in
the community.” The science hadn’t changed.
He offered no proof that it had. Now, in the
end, it’s elected adherents of Faucism who are
most culpable for the “deleterious” effects of
school lockdowns. Fauci merely epitomizes
the authoritarian public-health mandarin
who is imbued with far too much power and
influence.
Still, the man who once proclaimed “I represent science” doesn’t get to rewrite history
to erase his leading role in that disaster.
*****
David Harsanyi is a senior editor at The
Federalist. Harsanyi is a nationally syndicated columnist and author of five books — the
most recent, “Eurotrash: Why America Must
Reject the Failed Ideas of a Dying Continent.” His work has appeared in National
Review, the Wall Street Journal, Washington
Post, Reason, New York Post and numerous
other publications. Follow him on Twitter @
davidharsanyi.

required the Committee on Foreign Investment in the United States (CFIUS), which
reviews foreign investments for national
security concerns, to consider food security
in its decisions, and would have made the
secretary of Agriculture a member of the
committee.
The House has also seen bipartisan action to address the issue. Last year, Reps.
Ronny Jackson (R-Texas) and Filemon Vela
(D-Texas) introduced the House version of
the Foreign Adversary Risk Management
Act, which would have similarly added
the secretary of Agriculture to CFIUS and
amended the Defense Production Act of 1950
to treat including agricultural supply chains
as critical technologies.

As Vela explained, “This bill increases
federal scrutiny of foreign investments in
U.S. industry that could undermine our agricultural supply chains by adding the secretary
of Agriculture to CFIUS and designating agricultural supply chains as key infrastructure
under the CFIUS review process.”
Some of the actions in these bills were included in the Fiscal Year 2023 appropriations
bill for agriculture, introduced in July 2022.
The bill includes language requiring USDA to
write an annual report on foreign agricultural
investment in the U.S. and to USDA to build
a dashboard of agricultural land owned by
foreign investors.
Now, these bipartisan congressional
efforts are trickling down to the state level.
State policymakers in both red and blue
states are also focusing on curbing foreign
purchases of land. Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) recently proposed legislation to
ban China and other foreign countries from
purchasing agricultural land next to military
bases in Florida and from owning agricultural
land more broadly. Similarly, the California
legislature this year passed legislation to ban
foreign buyers from buying California farmland. While Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) vetoed
the legislation last week, the effort attests to
the desire within both parties to take action.
Lawmakers will need to work together to
turn these bills into law. If pushed through,
these laws will be a bipartisan win for American farmers and the nation’s national security.
Lars Schönander is policy technologist for
the Lincoln Network.

A bipartisan effort to protect America’s farms

By Lars Schönander
The 117th Congress will be remembered
as a polarized time, but a recent bipartisan
effort to protect U.S. agriculture from foreign
investments offers a reminder of the potential
for cooperation across the aisle.
Recent months have seen prominent
Republicans and Democrats alike recognize
the importance of knowing what foreign
entities are purchasing U.S. farmland, and of
preventing bad actors from influencing our
agricultural industry. There are serious gaps
in our knowledge about foreign purchases of
U.S. farmland: my research has found that
over $8.3 billion in U.S. farmland purchases go unexplained in the U.S. Department
of Agriculture’s foreign ownership parcel
database, and a lack of transparency often
makes it difficult to know just who is buying
U.S. farmland.
Where we do have knowledge about
foreign investors, the results reveal glaring
national security concerns. Most worrying
are the number of purchases made by organizations tied to the Chinese Communist Party.
Incidents range from a state-owned Chinese
bank bankrolling the purchase of America’s
largest pork producers, to a CCP- connected
billionaire buying hundreds of thousands of
acres next to an American military base, to
a Chinese company buying property next to
an Air Force base.
Lawmakers from both parties are starting
to take notice and respond. In July , Sens.
Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa) and Tammy Baldwin (D-Wis.) introduced the Farmland Secu-

rity Act, which would require the Department
of Agriculture (USDA) to report on the impact of foreign investment in U.S. agriculture,
and to build an interactive dashboard of all
foreign agricultural investments in the U.S.
As Grassley explained, “By requiring the
USDA to report these purchases in real time,
we can keep better track of the impact these
acquisitions could have on our rural communities. The Farmland Security Act will also
help protect domestic food production and
our national security interests.”
This bill continues Grassley’s previous
bipartisan efforts on this issue. In 2017
and 2021, he and Sen. Debbie Stabenow
(D-Mich.) introduced the Food Security is
National Security Act. This law would have
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POLITICAL ANALYSIS
‘Biden’s side’: Blocking judicial review of a halftrillion tuition giveaway is nothing to celebrate

By Jonathan Turley
In a speech at Delaware State
University on Friday, President
Biden was positively exuberant as
he announced that he had prevailed
in asserting unilateral authority
to forgive hundreds of billions of
dollars in tuition loans. He declared
that “just yesterday, a state court
and the Supreme Court said, ‘No,
we’re on Biden’s side.’”
Some of us immediately noted
that these were actually federal
judges and they did not rule that
he has this authority but that the
other parties in two cases did not
have legal standing to challenge
his authority.
Indeed, one of those Biden “supporters” was Supreme Court Justice
Amy Coney Barrett, who simply
denied an emergency application to
the court. If it seems unlikely that
Barrett is now “on Biden’s side,”
it is because the claim is perfectly
delusional.
No one could possibly read
these decisions as even remotely
supporting Biden’s claim to have
virtually absolute authority to give
away roughly $500 billion owed to
the American people shortly before
a critical midterm election.
Within a few hours of Biden’s
boast, the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the Eighth Circuit enjoined
the lower court. However, even
the Eighth Circuit will not decide
whether to be “on Biden’s side”
but only whether six states have
the constitutional right to bring
any challenge as a matter of legal
standing.
Even the trial judge said the merits of the challenge raised “important and significant“ concerns about
Biden exceeding his authority.
Overwhelming constitutional
concerns are raised by this massive
election-year giveaway. Biden
simply announced that he would
forgive up to $10,000 in student
loan debt for borrowers earning
less than $125,000 annually; those
who received Pell grants could
receive up to $20,000 in relief;

Rappaport

(Continued from Page 21)
border. The rest are being released
into the country after a 72-hour
screening at overcrowded Border
Patrol holding facilities.
If the administration really
wanted to reduce illegal crossings,
it would stop releasing so many
illegal crossers into the country.
That practice is a magnet that draws
migrants from all over the world.
Former immigration judge and
former acting chief of the INS
national security law division Andrew R. Arthur says that the Biden
administration disclosures in the
Biden v. Texas case indicate that
the Biden administration already
has released more than 1 million
illegal crossers into the country — a
population larger than the number
of residents in the president’s home
state of Delaware.
When the Title 42 order is withdrawn, which is likely to happen
in the near future, the expulsions
of Venezuelans will end, but the
United States will still have to
provide the extra H-2B visas and
the promised financial assistance.
That’s a big price to pay for
temporarily preventing a surge of
migrants from one country.
Why this — why now?
According to a recent PEW
Research Center poll, 73 percent
of Americans think that increasing
security along the U.S.-Mexico
border to reduce illegal crossings
should be a very (44 percent) or
somewhat (29 percent) important
goal of U.S. immigration policy.
Given all of the above, I can’t
help but wonder if this new policy
on Venezuelan crossings is more
about “optics” leading into the
elections next month.
*****
Nolan Rappaport was detailed
to the House Judiciary Committee
as an Executive Branch Immigration Law Expert for three years.
He subsequently served as an
immigration counsel for the Subcommittee on Immigration, Border
Security and Claims for four years.
Prior to working on the Judiciary
Committee, he wrote decisions
for the Board of Immigration Appeals for 20 years. Follow himat
https://www.blogger.com/blog/
posts/2306123393080132994

couples can qualify despite a joint
annual income of $250,000. No
vote of Congress — just hundreds
of billions of dollars written off by
Biden, as if he is an American tsar.
The legal claim behind the law
is transparently opportunistic. It
is based on the Higher Education
Relief Opportunities for Students
(HEROES) Act of 2003. As the
acronym indicates, this short bill
was designed for military personnel who often found themselves
in arrears while serving abroad. It
allows the Education Secretary to
grant student loan relief during a
war, military operation or national
emergency. But nothing in the barely five-page act supports a sweeping and unprecedented waiver of
billions of dollars in loans owed to
the government.
Even for the military personnel
intended to benefit from this program, the law only allowed waivers
or modifications to guarantee that
they were not “placed in a worse
position financially in relation to

that financial assistance because of
their status as affected individuals.”
In other words, neither the act’s
language nor these courts are necessarily on “Biden’s side.”
Yet, legal realities rarely seem to
be a deterrent for this president. The
Biden administration has racked
up an impressive litany of losses
in court, including many decisions
finding that the administration has
engaged in racial discrimination or
simply exceeded Biden’s constitutional authority.
Biden has been remarkably open
in the past about treating unconstitutionality as a mere technicality
when trying to spend federal funds.
When Biden called for the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) to impose a nationwide moratorium on the eviction of renters,
he admitted that his White House
counsel and their chosen legal advisers told him that the move was
likely unconstitutional.
Despite the overwhelming opinion of experts to the contrary, Biden

suggested he could get as much
money out the door as possible
before being barred by the courts.
But the Supreme Court ruled 6-3
that the order was unconstitutional.
The tuition forgiveness program
is based on the same cynical tactic.
Indeed, the Justice Department’s
Office of Legal Counsel previously
rejected his legal interpretation
under the HEROES Act. So the
Biden Office of Legal Counsel issued a new opinion concluding the
opposite based on the COVID-19
pandemic — which was curious,
since the Biden administration was
just in court arguing that the pandemic was effectively over, in order
to allow undocumented individuals
to enter the country.
While the president’s legal
arguments are weak, his administration is betting that arguments
about legal standing will protect it
from any substantive review; in the
meantime, the administration will
rush to forgive billions before any
court can stop it.
As someone who has long argued for broader legal-standing
rules, this calculation is particularly
maddening. This is arguably one
of the most costly unconstitutional
acts in history, but the administration apparently believes no one will
be able to establish legal standing
to enable a court to rule in the case.
The president can then go public and declare — falsely — that
federal courts “said, ‘No, we’re
on Biden’s side’” on forgiving a
half-trillion dollars in loans.
The Eighth Circuit could well
lift the injunction, and legal standing could shield an arguably unconstitutional program from judicial
review — precisely the objection of
those of us who are called “standing
doves” in seeking broader standing

rules. While based on the constitutional requirement in Article III
that courts only consider “cases and
controversies,” the current standing
rules are the creation of the federal
courts in narrowly construing what
constitutes an injury for the purposes of legal standing. The Constitution’s Framers never intended for
unconstitutional acts to be insulated
from judicial review, in my opinion.
Indeed, I previously represented
the U.S. House of Representatives
and have long argued for “member
standing” to allow, at a minimum,
for members of Congress to challenge unconstitutional acts.
There may be other challenges to
Biden’s giveaway that can establish
standing, or the states may be able
to prevail on the issue. However,
once again, we need to address the
artificially narrow standing rules
that prevent review in such cases.
The Framers would have been
appalled by a president’s claim to
be empowered to write off such a
massive amount of money owed
to the government. It is precisely
the type of unilateral action they
sought to avoid through the system
of checks and balances, including
giving Congress the “power of the
purse.”
We now see the literal cost of
narrow standing rules. It is not the
false claim of these judges being
on “Biden’s side” — rather, the
question becomes who is on the
Constitution’s side if no court can
rule on its alleged violation, even
with hundreds of billions of dollars
at stake?
*****
Jonathan Turley is the Shapiro
Professor of Public Interest Law
at George Washington University.
Follow him on Twitter @JonathanTurley.
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A government big enough to give you everything you want, is strong enough to take everything you have. — Thomas Jefferson

Our Point of View

Vast censorship
scheme by Big Tech
and feds revealed

Guest Editorial by Joseph Farah
It’s all unraveling fast.
America’s nightmare with real censorship is coming to
a head — one way or another.
A new federal lawsuit, Missouri v. Biden, is revealing
astonishing evidence of a censorship scheme between
the federal government and Big Tech “that would make
Communist China proud,” the New York Post’s Miranda
Devine reports.
It charges 51 intelligence agents and 67 officials or
agencies — including the FBI — over two years with
violating the First Amendment by pressuring Facebook,
Twitter and Google to censor users for alleged misinformation or disinformation.
The lawsuit calls it a massive “censorship enterprise”
and blaming it on a “dump” of Russian disinformation
pertaining to Joe Biden.
“We allege that top-ranking Biden administration
officials colluded with those social media companies to
suppress speech about the Hunter Biden laptop story, the
origins of COVID-19, the efficacy of masks, and election
integrity,” reveal the blockbuster suit by Missouri Attorney
General Eric Schmitt.
It includes official “misinformation” about pandemic
lockdowns, vaccines and COVID-19, much of which
eventually was adopted as official policy by the CDC.
Defendants include FBI special agents Elvis Chan and
Laura Dehmlow, White House press secretaries, current
and former, Karine Jean-Pierre and Jen Psaki; Dr. Anthony
Fauci, the president’s chief medical adviser, and former
White House senior COVID-19 adviser Andrew Slavitt;
counsel to Biden Dana Remus; the DHS over the disbanded
Disinformation Governance Board; the Cybersecurity and
Infrastructure Security Agency; the FDA; the State Department; and the U.S. Election Assistance Commission.
Last month, a federal judge ordered a reluctant Dr. Anthony Fauci and Jean-Pierre to hand over records.
This civil action by the attorneys general of Missouri
and Louisiana overlaps with a separate lawsuit by former
New York Times reporter Alex Berenson, whose legal
discovery unearthed internal Twitter documents and Slack
conversations showing Biden administration officials
instructing the social media company to de-platform him
because he was dissenting from the official line on school
lockdowns and the efficacy of vaccines.
WND, you will recall, was “permanently demonetized”
by none other than Google, bringing it to verge of bankruptcy.
“[Berenson’s] evidence-backed view that school lockdowns were being driven by teacher unions, not data, and
would do long-term harm to children, has been proven correct,” writes Devine. “Similarly, his view was correct that
vaccines were not stopping the transmission of COVID
and thus mandates were pointless. Yet he was silenced,
and no debate was allowed.”
This trend started with President Barack Obama who
“pushed hard partisans into career positions at DOJ, the
FBI, the intelligence agencies, and the IRS, and targeted his
political enemies. It has now metastasized under Biden,”
said Texas Sen. Ted Cruz.
This kind of censorship compromises national security.
It doesn’t enhance it. It doesn’t safeguard it. But that’s what
rogue former intelligence and national security officials
claim. They insist that legislative efforts to restrict or break
up the power of Big Tech monopolies would jeopardize
national security.
But what Biden says, laughably, is: “Donald Trump
and MAGA Republicans are a threat to the very soul of
this country.”
This is part of the war on MAGA Republicans — a
scorched-earth policy. Why do you think Biden is doubling
the number of IRS agents? Why do you think Merrick Garland is declaring open season on parents who attend local
school board meetings? Why is he going after peaceful
pro-life activists but not looking for those behind the leak
of the Supreme Court decision overturning Roe v. Wade?
America is close to the brink.
We’re losing our essential civil liberties.
*****
Joseph Farah is founder, editor and chief executive
officer of WND. He is the author or co-author of 13 books
that have sold more than 5 million copies, including his
latest, “The Gospel in Every Book of the Old Testament.”
Before launching WND as the first independent online
news outlet in 1997, he served as editor in chief of major
market dailies including the legendary Sacramento Union.

ON A PERSONAL NOTE

But they don’t talk about beliefs
and desires – or even adoption!

By Maramis
should not intervene “in how states
I accidentally wound up briefly
decide their abortion decisions.”
on the station that was holding the
Instead, Oz continued, he would
debate between Dr. Mehmet Oz and
leave the issue up to “women, docJohn Fetterman.
tors, local political leaders, letting
It seems that when there is a
the democracy that’s always allowed
discussion about the pros and cons
our nation to thrive to put the best
of abortion, no matter what side the
ideas forward so states can decide for
candidate is on, they may say such
themselves.”
things as “It should be up to the wom(Not that anyone asked me, but I
an and her doctor,” but they fail to say
don’t like the idea of getting so many
anything about the opposing views of
people involved in the issue. It seems
the woman and her doctor. She may
to me that there should be a standard
want an abortion, and her doctor may
for allowing abortions only up to a
MaraMiS ChouFani
not think it is ethical and not wish to perform it. Or point where there is no sign of life and that exceptions
she may “need” an abortion (for her health, or as the should only be on a case-by-case basis. I wouldn’t care
result of rape or incest, but does not feel it fits in with who WANTS an abortion or even WHAT IS allowed
if the abortion is already so late in the pregnancy that
her belief system and/or religion.
Here are a few of the comments about that debate: the baby could survive. To abort a baby that could
In the first and only debate between Oz and his Dem- live or that obviously is still alive is nothing short of
ocratic rival Pennsylvania Lt. Gov. John Fetterman, murder; but if — and only if — it is to save the moththe celebrity doctor turned Republican candidate for er’s life, it is her choice—not her doctor’s or anybody
Senate was asked to answer a question he’s previously else’s — if she chooses her baby’s life over her own,
evaded: Would he support a bill from South Carolina given that there’s sufficient reason to believe it could
Republican Sen. Lindsey Graham banning most abor- go either way.)
Back in the day when I was a teenager in high
tion after 15 weeks?
(See Maramis, Page 28)
Oz responded by saying that the federal government

‘They’re complicit’: Media slammed
for ‘covering up for the Democrats’

By harold hutchison
Republican Sen. Ron Johnson of Wisconsin mauled
media outlets for “covering up for the Democrats”
during an appearance on “Sunday Morning Futures.”
“As corrupt as the Biden family is, and we’ve
known this literally for years, the news media has, Sen.
Grassley and I have, but what may be even more troubling is the corruption within federal law enforcement
and inside a corrupt, complicit and dishonest media,”
Johnson told host Maria Bartiromo.
“If we had an unbiased, honest media, first of all,
we wouldn’t have the corruption inside federal law
enforcement because they’d be holding people accountable,” Johnson continued.
“They would have been screaming about being fed
false information as a result, resulting from the Russian collusion hoax. But they’re not honest. They’re
complicit in all of this, and they’re covering up for
the Democrats.”
The Washington Post and New York Times admitted
the authenticity of a laptop owned by Hunter Biden
when the outlets reported on a tax investigation into the
son of President Joe Biden in March. A New York Post
report on the laptop in October 2020 was censored by
social media companies, while The Washington Post
downplayed the story.
Johnson also blasted the FBI, saying something

akin to the Church Committee, which investigated the
conduct of the CIA and FBI in the 1970s after the resignation of President Richard Nixon, might be necessary
to address what he called “corruption.”
“We need to uncover the corruption in federal law
enforcement. They’ve been hiding this. They’ve been
sitting on a mountain of evidence,” Johnson claimed.
“You know, we have whistleblowers said once that
laptop was made public, they had it back in December
of 2019. But once it was made public, they were —
internally said do not look at that Hunter Biden laptop.”
Whistleblowers claim the FBI has pulled agents
from child sex abuse cases to pursue cases related
to the Jan. 6, 2021, riot at the Capitol building in
Washington, D.C. Tony Bobulinski, a former business
partner of Hunter Biden, claimed that former FBI agent
Timothy Thibault hid incriminating evidence about
Hunter Biden.
“We need to expose the corruption in federal law
enforcement, but then also we need to expose the
complicity and corruption of the media as well,”
Johnson said.
The FBI did not immediately respond to a request
for comment from the Daily Caller News Foundation.
*****
Harold Hutchison writes for the Daily Caller News
Foundation

By Joe Concha
It is a big key to every election — the winning
campaign slogan. The message that is powerful yet
pithy enough to fit on a bumper sticker.
In the modern political era, the best ones are easy
to list without looking them up:
—Ronald Reagan, 1980: “Are you better off than
you were four years ago?”
—Barack Obama, 2012: “GM is alive and Osama
Bin Laden is dead”
—Donald Trump, 2016: “Make America Great
Again”
In 2022, it’s difficult to find the Democratic bumper
sticker heading into the midterms. The party has used
much of the national television time allotted to it
without interruption for the Jan. 6 committee hearings,
which began with tremendous hype and ended having
little impact on the election and changing few minds.

Even ”Saturday Night Live” mocked the committee’s effectiveness recently. Here’s SNL cast member
Heidi Gardner as Rep. Liz Cheney (R-Wyo.): “Whether
you’re a Republican who’s not watching or a Democrat
who’s nodding so hard your head is falling off, one person is responsible for this insurrection: Donald Trump.
And one person will suffer the consequences: Me.”
When looking at top voter priorities, the news gets
worse for Democrats and any bumper-sticker potential.
In a recent Harvard CAPS-Harris poll for The Hill,
just 7 percent of those surveyed said the Jan. 6, 2021,
Capitol riot was an issue they deemed important, while
37 percent said price increases and inflation mattered
most; 29 percent viewed the economy and jobs as a
top concern, while 23 percent believed immigration is.
“Women’s rights” (See: abortion) finished fifth overall.
So, if the Democratic bumper sticker is “Vote Dem(See Concha, Page 25)

Democrats limp into Election
Day without a bumper sticker

View Points
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This is one sick pedo-puppy!
By Chuck Muth
The Democrats’ House Majority PAC has released a video ad
featuring a doctor named Adam
Levy — a staffer at the “oldest and
most trusted abortion clinic in Las
Vegas” — attacking Republican
congressional candidate April
Becker as “a dangerous threat to
the women of Nevada.” In the ad,
Levy declares…
”Before Roe v. Wade, doctors
saw plenty of botched, back-alley
abortions, and far too many women
died. Never did I think we would be
back here as a nation. But politicians like April Becker have led us
to this moment.”
In response, Becker released
a statement yesterday “on the
disgusting person used as a spokesman” for her opponent, Democrat
Rep. Susie Lee, and the House
Majority PAC…
“Dr. Levy has spent months calling out others as a danger to Nevadans when he is the sick individual
that we should be worried about.
Susie Lee and House Majority PAC

CHUCK MUTH
need to immediately answer for
giving such a monster the platform
they have given him.”
Hooooo-boy.
WARNING: Don’t read the rest
of this if you just finished eating.
You’re liable to blow chunks.
First, according to a report by
Megan Barth of the Nevada Globe,
Levy “has a history of medical malpractice, including killing a woman
in a botched abortion.”

And it wasn’t in some “back-alley.”
According to a report by the
Nevada State Board of Medical
Examiners, Levy settled a claim
for $20,000 for his “negligent performance of pregnancy termination
resulting in death.”
Unbelievably, in response to that
settlement, Dr. Death said: “Pregnancy termination remains one of
the safest procedures available in
the USA.”
He also settled a $6 million
claim for a “Brain damaged infant
as a result of a misinterpretation
of sonogram findings, resulting in
clearance to deliver that patient at
a birthing center.”
Sounds like a back-allies would
be safer than Dr. Levy’s office!
And as if that’s not bad enough,
Barth also uncovered court documents showing Levy was charged
with one count of sexual assault
on a girl under the age of 16 and
six counts of lewdness on a girl
under the age of 14 back in the
late-1990’s.

aDaM leVY, MD
WARNING: Seriously, you
may not want to read this further;
it’s that disgusting.
On Count One, Levy was
charged with sexually assaulting
the girl by “licking and/or inserting his tongue into the vagina of
(the under-16 victim) against her
will…”
On Count Two, Levy was
charged with feloniously “touching

and/or fondling the vagina of the
(under-14 victim) with the intent of
arousing, appealing to, or gratifying
the lust, passions of sexual desires
of said Defendant or said child.”
That’s enough. You get the picture. The other counts were similar.
This is one sick puppy. And by
definition, a pedophile.
Levy entered a guilty plea. His
sentence was suspended and he was
released on probation. But least
he was assessed a $25 “Administrative Assessment Fee.” That’ll
teach him!
As of Saturday morning, I’ve
been unable to find any statement
by Susie Lee condemning this
abortion-botching pedophile, nor
any call on the House Majority
PAC to stop running Levy’s attack
ad against Mrs. Becker.
Her silence is deafening. And
telling.
*****
Chuck Muth is president of
Citizen Outreach, publisher of
Nevada News & Views and blogs
at MuthsTruths.com.

MaCe YaMpolsKY
steal.” He filed numerous lawsuits
in several states alleging fraud and
impropriety and illegality. They all
had the same result. The election
was legitimate. In addition, he fomented armed insurrection against
the change of President. It reminded
me of a third-world country, not the
good ol’ USA.
The January 6th committee
has subpoenaed former president
Trump. I’d be surprised if he shows

up or provides any information.
The reality is, he only needs to stall
until the mid-term elections. If the
Republicans win a majority in the
Senate and House of Representatives (as expected) he will not be
compelled to provide information.
He also will probably run for President in 2024. I think that would
be a travesty of Justice, but that is
just my opinion not the will of the
people.
Am I happy about the state of
our country at this time? No, but
aside from voting there is not much
I can do. I’m not running for political office. I don’t have the temperament. Also, I find it distasteful to
ask for money. But money is the
lifeblood of politics.
Speaking of elections, the ones
that affect me the most are the
election of judges. In this state we
have elected judges; in some other
states, judges are appointed. Electing judges means they need to campaign, which is expensive. That is
why I’ve been contacted by several
judicial candidates. I generally give
money when asked. Usually, I will

not support a candidate that is running against a sitting judge unless I
hate the judge. Thankfully there is
no one on the bench that engenders
my derision and loathing.
I do mostly criminal work and
most cases resolve by way of a
plea bargain. So the parameters are
worked out between the District
Attorney and me. This limits, for
the most part, the sentence the judge
will impose. However, unless there
is a binding plea agreement the
judge does not need to follow the
recommendation of counsel even
if both agree. However, it happens
sometimes. I just had a case in

which the DA agreed to probation.
The good news is the judge granted
probation. The bad news is she put
him in custody at the Clark County
detention center for 60 days. She
didn’t send him to prison but it is a
bad day when you don’t walk out
of court with your client.
*****
For more information regarding
Nevada laws, or if you feel your
rights have been violated, please
call Mace Yampolsky & Associates.
Call or text us at (702) 385-9777.
We are available 24/7 for emergencies. If you need help, CALL NOW
before it is too late. We can help!

denied a tourist visa a green card
can be their only option for visiting
loved ones in the United States.
Green card applications from this
population further stress a system
severely backlogged with roughly
400,000 cases, causing applicant
wait times of up to 10 years. Passage of the TFVA would divert
these green card applicants to a
nonimmigrant visa that accurately
reflects their intent and free up resources to help restore order to an
overburdened system. Reducing the
pool of green card applicants would
have the systemic effect of reducing
the number of potential immigrants.
Republicans value economic
growth. TFVA advocates argue the
bill would be a boon to the U.S.
economy. According to the U.S.
Travel Association, each overseas

traveler visiting the U.S. spends on
average $4,200 during the course of
a stay in the U.S. With more than
1 million people estimated to take
advantage of the TFVA annually,
that’s more than $4 billion a year in
additional travel spending. Such a
boost in tourist spending could lead
to the creation of thousands of jobs.
Beyond the benefits enumerated
above, the TFVA merits more Republican support because it can help
Republicans at the polls. According
to a Gallup poll conducted in July,
the portion of Americans who see
immigration as a good thing for the
country has steadily grown over the
last 20 years — from 52 percent in
2002 to 70 percent today. Moreover,
the poll found that 75 percent of
independent voters (a key group
when it comes to winning federal
elections) also view immigration
positively. Republican support of
the TFVA can signal to these voters
a compassion for Americans with
immigrant backgrounds. More
broadly, the TFVA could serve
as a model for a new Republican
approach to immigration: respect
and strengthen family ties for
law-abiding Americans with immigrant backgrounds, clean up the
family visa morass, decrease green
card applications, and boost the
U.S. economy — all this without
jeopardizing Republican positions
on border security, immigrant labor
and immigration limits.
Rick Taft is the founder of Ideaspace — U.S. Immigration Policy.
Forough Hosseini is the board
chair of Public Affairs Alliance of
Iranian Americans.

October (who-cares-what-dayit-is?): What is happening today?

By Mace Yampolsky
I often worry about what to
write. When there is something that
piques my interest, the column just
flows, but at other times like this,
I struggle. So, I’ll address a couple
of different topics.
First, it is election season. I
am so sick of political ads. If you
can believe the ads, everyone is a
self-serving moral reprobate who
is not qualified to be a dog catcher,
let alone hold an elective office.
(I’m not casting aspersions on dog
catchers). There are so many negative ads that it is exhausting. I’ve
already voted. I’ve done a mail-in
ballot. I think it’s much more convenient.
I know there has been a huge
hoopla going on about the integrity of election results. Personally,
I think it’s bunk. For centuries
there has been no problem in the
U.S. Now because our outgoing
President couldn’t accept the results, the election must have been
fraudulent or stolen, to which I say,
“Balderdash!”
He cried far and wide “Stop the

The Republican case for a Temporary Family Visitation Visa
By Rick Taft
and Forough Hosseini
It is no surprise that the Temporary Family Visitation Act (TFVA)
is gathering strong Republican
congressional support. In fact, 18
of 43 cosponsors in the House
are Republican and, in the upper
chamber, Sen. Rand Paul (R-Ky.)
has partnered with Sen. Richard
Blumenthal (D-Conn.) on the legislation. The reason is simple: The
bill aligns with key elements of the
GOP agenda.
The TFVA, which would create a new nonimmigrant visa for
foreign nationals who wish to visit
family members in the U.S., would
correct a major and obvious failure
of the visa system in a way that
would strengthen our economy
and reduce the number of people
applying for immigrant visas.
It can also be seen as a way for
Republicans to thread the needle
on immigration reform as the bill
would help Americans with an
immigrant background (a growing
Republican constituency including
Hispanics and Asians who tend to
hold conservative social values)
without fostering additional immigration (a key objective for the
party’s base).
The constituent parts of this
legislation bear up under scrutiny.
The TFVA is clearly a constructive bipartisan measure aimed at
responsibly cleaning up a mess
that can perversely turn a simple
request to visit family in the U.S.
into years of frustration resulting
in the unintended consequence of
driving up green card applications.

At present, foreign nationals
from countries not included in the
Visa Waiver Program, who have
no intention to immigrate, are
routinely denied tourist visas when
they simply want to visit relatives.
They are caught in a catch-22 in
which strong family ties that give
an individual a valid reason to visit
also give a U.S. consulate reason
to suspect the applicant intends to
immigrate. Congress itself detailed
the issue in a 2014 Congressional
Research Service report noting,”Foreign nationals with U.S. citizen and LPR (lawful permanent
resident) relatives, who wish to
either tour the United States or
visit their U.S.-based relatives, are
often denied nonimmigrant visas to
visit. The presumption of intention
to immigrate is stated explicitly in

Section 214(b) of the [Immigration
and Nationality Act], and is the
most common basis for rejecting
nonimmigrant visa applicants.”
The TFVA, which has strict
accountability measures and safeguards against visa overstays,
would give these relatives of U.S.
citizens and LPRs a pathway to
visit family in the U.S., and would
give their U.S. citizen and LPR relatives an opportunity to retain and
strengthen family ties (a core Republican value). The TFVA would
give these families the opportunity
to gather for such landmark occasions as graduations, weddings and
family reunions. Or, sadly, for an
ailing or dying loved one.
While this population of potential visitors has no intention to
immigrate, if they are repeatedly
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A place to transform aspirations into achievements

By José Azel
Democracy and free markets
constitute the sociopolitical environment that allows us to transform
our aspirations into achievements.
And, for most, the United States
is the place that embodies both,
democracy and free markets. Consequently, the United States has
become an archetypal “nation of
immigrants.”
Between 1820 and 1914, the
United States experienced the
largest immigration in world history when more than 30 million
people arrived on our shores. Today, its population includes nearly
50 million foreign-born people
from more than 140 countries. The
United States is the first place as a
destination for migration, with 19
percent of total world immigration.
However, as Professor Amy
Chua explains in her latest book
Political Tribes, America is a nation
that transcends ethnicity and has
achieved extraordinary success in
assimilating people from diverse
backgrounds. ”Most European and
East Asian countries originated
as, and continue to be, ethnic nations. In those European and Asian
countries the population is overwhelmingly made up of a particular
ethnic group, which typically gives
the country its name, its dominant
national language and culture,” she
explains. For example, China, Germany, and Hungary are politically,

José Azel
linguistically, and culturally dominated by ethnic Chinese, Germans,
and Hungarians. Our tribal instinct
is more than an instinct to belong, it
is also an instinct to exclude.
In contrast, the national identity
of the United States is not defined
by the identity of any one of the
many ethnic groups that make up its
population. Professor Chua rightly
refers to the United States as a “tribe
of tribes,” with citizenship equally
open to anyone born on American
soil, regardless of their ancestry.
In the United States, you can be
immensely patriotic as a Mexican-American, a Japanese-American, a Cuban-American, or something like that. However, in other
parts of the world, immigrants are
not equally assimilated; We are not
talking about Franco-Mexicans or

Franco-Japanese. In the United
States, immigrants become Americans in a short time.
The fourteenth amendment to
the Constitution — which establishes that anyone born in the United
States is an American citizen — is
an extremely strange legal construction. Birthright citizenship was
revolutionary when the Fourteenth
Amendment was ratified in 1868,
and it remains exceptional today.
No European or Asian country guarantees birthright citizenship, and the
recent trend has been to abolish it,
as France did in 1993, Ireland in
2005, and New Zealand in 2006.
A worrying conclusion of Professor Chua’s work is that the rapid
democratization that we wish for
the non-democratic world could
have catastrophic ethno-focused
consequences. Democracy has
powerful ramifications relative to
ethnic groups. Group hatred is not
neutralized by democracy. Indeed,
we have seen in Afghanistan, Iraq,
and elsewhere, that democratic
aspirations can be a catalyst that
incites group hatred.
In countries where national identity is weak, and ethnic divisions
have been suppressed, rapid democratization incites group hatreds.
Experience shows that “vote-seeking demagogues find the best way
to gain popular support not by
offering rational political proposals,
but by appealing to ethnic identity,

stirring up historical grievances and
exploiting group fears and hatred,”
Chua explains.
In the United States, the most
recent migration flows, unlike the
first waves, have come from Asia
and Latin America, resulting in
what demographers call America’s
“tan.” And, for the first time in U.S.
history, white Americans (as the
term is used demographically) are
about to lose their majority status
in the country. The census predicts
that will happen in 2044.
Despite that, we must judiciously continue to be an inclusive
nation that welcomes, regardless of
ethnicity or national origin, those
who come to transform aspirations
into achievements. But also, those
who are anxious about the massive
influx of immigrants should be able
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to express that anxiety without being unfairly labeled racist.
Democracy and a free market
are the fairest and most efficient
political and economic system
ever developed. And they are also
the most respectful systems of our
individual freedom. Our national
identity is strong and capable of
embracing immigrants and natives
together as one American people.
José Azel left Cuba in 1961 as a
13 year-old political exile in what
has been dubbed Operation Pedro
Pan — the largest unaccompanied
child refugee movement in the history of the Western Hemisphere.
He is currently dedicated to the indepth analyses of Cuba’s economic,
social and political state, with a
keen interest in post-Castro-Cuba
strategies.

Biden quietly stealing American Indian lands

By Frank Holmes
Joe Biden presides over the most “woke”
administration in U.S. history, but ironically,
he’s being accused of the worst acts of white
supremacy: stealing ancient American Indian
burial lands and perpetrating “genocide”
against their modern-day descendants.
It began last Wednesday, when Biden
created the newest National Park, Camp
Hale, which consists of 53,804 acres of land
in Colorado. That land contains the bodies
of members of the Ute tribe, remains so old
they long predate written history.
Seizing American Indian land for the U.S.
government is “an unlawful act of genocide,”
spokespeople from the tribe said the day of
Biden’s announcement. “This unlawful action by the President today is a desecration
of our ancestors that remain buried on our
homelands.”
“President Biden designated a new National Monument in the middle of the Ute
Indian Tribe’s traditional homelands without
tribal consultation and including the Tribe in
the management of these lands. The Tribe
and its elected leaders were even excluded
from the event taking place on their homelands,” said the Ute Indian Tribe Business
Committee.
“The United States President is doing
what the United States has always done and
we will use all lawful measures at our disposal to stop this.”
It’s not that the White House didn’t know
what it was doing. “The Camp Hale and Tenmile Range area remains culturally important
to the Ute people,” Biden’s statement notes,
before it singles out the tribe’s artifacts.
“Burial sites of historic connection to the
Ute Tribes — and of importance to them
today — can also be found in the area,”
the official proclamation states. “One such
site holds the 8,000-year-old remains of an
ancient Ute — believed by some to have

am grateful to President Biden for answering
Colorado’s call” to “safeguard our wildlife
and public lands, and strengthen our outdoor
recreation economy.”
His fellow U.S. senator, Democrat John
Hickenlooper, praised Biden’s efforts to
“protect” the lands. Hickenlooper also said
that Bennett spurred Biden to commit this act
of genocide by urging him to seize ancient
Indian land under the Antiquities Act.
The Democrats cast stones at the Indians
and then performed yet another government
confiscation. Meanwhile, the American Indians actually lined up with conservative Republicans like Rep. Lauren Boebert, R-Colo.
“Shamefully, Biden ignored the concerns
and opposition of impacted communities so
he could appease Green New Deal extremists,” Rep. Boebert said in a statement.
“Rather than working on real issues like
reducing inflation and improving the economy, Joe Biden came to Colorado today to

unilaterally lock up hundreds of thousands of
acres through the stroke of his pen,” Boebert
said — a reference to the fact that, in the same
announcement, Biden also withdrew 220,000
acres of the land from oil and gas leasing for
the next 20 years.
One headline got the formula just right:
“Biden, Colorado Democrats celebrate national monument designation at Camp Hale.”
The same story, with the same facts, just two
years ago would have created a headline like:
“Trump, Republicans celebrate genocide.”
But somehow, those rules did not apply to
Biden, whom the Left has allowed to skate
on racist comments his entire political career.
This is not even Biden’s first clash with
American Indian tribal leaders over his
administration’s land grabs and directives.
Last November, the Department of the Interior enacted a policy that stopped Indians
in New Mexico from collecting oil revenues
— something Biden said was necessary to
stop the destruction of the environment…
something Indians found extremely insulting.
“We’re not destroying anything — we
are Native Americans ourselves. Nobody is
destroying the park,” a member of the Navajo
Nation named Delora Hesuse told Fox News.
“It just seems like they are listening more to
the environmentalist people” than citizens
who live on the land.
That seems to be the same story everywhere in the Biden administration. Woke
activists, left-wing radicals, and well-heeled
pressure groups have the president’s ear —
and get the administration’s action — not
everyday Americans trying to preserve a
way of life his administration seems intent
on destroying.
*****
Frank Holmes is a veteran journalist and
an outspoken conservative that talks about
the news that was in his weekly article, “On
The Holmes Front.”

President Biden speaks at a Democratic National Committee event on Tuesday, october
18, 2022 at the Howard Theatre in Washington, D.C., to discuss the upcoming midterm
elections and its importance to restoring abortion protection after the recent supreme
Court decision to strike Roe v. Wade.
won’t change anything.
ocrats a 70 percent chance of holding the
If ever there was legislation that couldn’t Senate, has dropped that chance down to 60
be more contradictory in its name, it’s truly percent in just the past few weeks.
difficult to recall.
You get the feeling that momentum is deAs for the Senate, the alarms are sounding cidedly at the GOP’s back right now, and it’s
there for the Blue Team as well. The Real- showing up in the polls. Inflation isn’t going
ClearPolitics forecast now puts the GOP in anywhere. Gas prices will likely continue to
control of the chamber, with a 52-48 edge increase or stay at their current high levels.
after all the votes are counted. And the non- Violent crime is front and center on every
partisan Cook Political Report just shifted its local newscast. And President Biden is being
ratings for Senate races in Florida and in blue shunned by fellow Democrats in key races
Washington state in favor of Republicans.
in Ohio, Georgia and Arizona because he’s
FiveThirtyEight, which once gave Dem- still polling poorly in those states, as well as

nationally.
The blame game has already begun, most
notably from a former president who has been
curiously inactive on the campaign trail until
very recently.
“Where we get into trouble sometimes is
when we try to suggest that some groups are
more — because they historically have been
victimized more, that somehow they have
a status that’s different than other people,”
Barack Obama said in an interview with Pod
Save America recently. ”We’re going around
scolding folks if they don’t use exactly the
right phrase, or that identity politics becomes
the principal lens through which we view our
various political challenges,” he said.
“Sometimes Democrats are [a buzzkill],”
Obama concluded.
As we’ve seen throughout this campaign
cycle, Democrats are attempting to run
against Donald Trump, who hasn’t been in
office for 21 months. But that won’t cut it
when pocketbook/kitchen table issues blot
out everything else, especially in races for
the Senate and the House.
Every election has its share of slogans;
some fall flat, while others really resonate.
For Democrats in 2022, there is no bumper
sticker to evaluate — because it’s nonexistent. That’s what happens when a party has
so few positive things to run on.
*****
Joe Concha is a politics and media columnist.

been a person of great stature in the Ute
community.”
Biden’s announcement listed the tribal
riches that his government seized, as if he
were bragging about another government
confiscation of American Indian possessions.
That’s definitely how the tribes see it.
“Colorado removed us because they wanted
our lands and resources” in 1880, said Shaun
Chapoose, chairman of the Ute committee.
“From our point of view, if we’re not careful,
we won’t even exist.”
Not everyone was shocked by Biden’s
latest land grab.
The state’s Democrats cheered him on
every step of the way.
Rep. Joe Neguse, D-Colo., claimed that
he was joining “with all Coloradans in applauding President Biden’s decision to name
Camp Hale as this country’s newest national
monument.”
Senator Michael Bennett, D-Colo., said, “I

Concha

(Continued from Page 23)
ocratic because democracy is at stake” or
“Vote for Democrats, save abortion” … well,
those two issues are dwarfed by inflation, the
economy, crime, drugs and the border. And
as we’ve seen time and again, most political
races (especially midterms) come down to
two things: A referendum on the party in
power, and how people feel regarding what
they pay for food, clothes, gas, their electric
bills, rent, etc.
In his first midterm in 1994, then-President Clinton lost 54 seats in the House,
despite polling higher than President Biden
does today. Same goes for President Obama
in 2010, who also polled higher than Biden
today but still lost 63 seats.
Republicans need to flip just five seats to
take back the chamber.
Democrats had momentum in August after
passing the so-called Inflation Reduction
Act along party lines. But just because a bill
becomes law doesn’t necessarily mean it’s
popular. And it’s why so many Democrats
are avoiding even broaching the Inflation
Reduction Act on the campaign trail in this
homestretch, because multiple studies and
analyses show it will not reduce inflation
and, instead, may only initially increase it.
Voters know this. A recent YouGov poll
asked: “Do you think that this bill will
increase or decrease inflation?” Just 12 percent — 12 percent! — of adults said it will
decrease inflation, while 23 percent said it
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A lesson learned on government accountability
By Rep. Scott Fitzgerald (R-Wis.)
As a member of both the House Education
and Labor Committee and the House Small
Business Committee, I have worked with my
colleagues over the last two years to provide
rigorous oversight and, at times, to investigate, the $1.5 trillion in Small Business Administration (SBA) loan and grant programs
and the more than $650 billion in Unemployment Insurance (UI) benefits issued since the
start of the COVID-19 pandemic.
That oversight has exposed a gaping hole
in how the federal government manages the
distribution of funds. A recent report by the
Department of Labor Office of Inspector
General (OIG) found that, between March
and September 2020, more than $30 billion
in COVID-19 unemployment assistance was
paid improperly, with almost $10 billion
going directly into the pocket of fraudsters.
Similarly, in an October 2021 report, the
SBA OIG identifies more than $78 billion in
potentially fraudulent loans through SBA’s
Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) program and $4.6 billion in fraudulent Paycheck
Protection Program (PPP) loans.
Add those up and taxpayers are now
on the hook for more than $100 billion in

fraudulent payments. To put this number into
perspective, Congress could have used this
money to fund the Department of Education
and Department of Labor’s entire budget for
Fiscal Year 2022 ($13 billion and $78 billion,
respectively).
Coming from the Wisconsin state legislature, where we have a balanced budget, it is
shocking to witness the fiscal irresponsibility
in Washington. I was particularly appalled
when, not more than two months after arriv-

ing in D.C., the House was already considering another $1.9 trillion in new spending in
the American Rescue Plan Act. Economists
have argued that this spending likely added
at least three percentage points to inflation
in 2021.”
This was one of the first, but certainly not
the only times, that fiscal irresponsibility was
on display during the Biden administration
and is particularly important as the president
continues to combat inflation with more government spending. I believe it’s important to
emphasize that, should Democrats continue
to have control over the financial levers of the
federal government, this pervasive mishandling of funds is almost certain to continue.
Of the $74 billion in fraudulent EIDL
loans, the U.S. Secret Service has recovered
only $2.3 billion to repay taxpayers. Recovery efforts of unemployment funds has
fared slightly better, with roughly $4 billion
in fraudulent UI payments returned since the
start of the pandemic. It is likely the federal
government will never see the vast majority
of those funds again.
But Democrats seem to be unconcerned
about that. They are comfortable allowing
billions in taxpayer dollars to go to out the

door without proper accountability. They
would rather hire 87,000 new IRS agents
to investigate law-abiding citizens and
small businesses than spend those resources investigating and recovering fraudulent
COVID-19 payments. And instead of actually
conducting oversight over the Biden administration and their handling of these programs,
as is the job of the majority party in Congress,
Democrats continue to allow officials, like
Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen, to shirk their
legal obligation to testify.
Republicans, meanwhile, do have a plan
to prevent future instances of government
waste. As part of our Commitment to America, we will hire more police officers to investigate bad actors, curb wasteful government
spending, and hold the Biden administration
accountable for their poor oversight of the
pandemic programs. With inflation and national debt at record-highs, it’s past time that
Washington starts to care about the money
going out the door.
*****
Scott Fitzgerald represents Wisconsin’s
5th District and is a member of the House
Education and Labor Committee and the
House Small Business Committee.

stronger general election candidate.)
There is an abortion versus crime contest.
The Supreme Court gave Democrats a huge
boost when the conservative Republican
justices overturned Roe v Wade and abortion
rights for women. In several special elections
and a referendum in Kansas, the pro-choice
side prevailed.
This fall a number of previously staunch
anti-abortion Republican candidates are
squirming and shading. Arizona Republican
candidate Blake Masters had supported a constitutional amendment to ban all abortions.
Now he only wants to prohibit late-term procedures. In the primary, Zach Nunn, an Iowa
Republican, wanted to prohibit abortions
“with no exceptions.” Now he says he’d make
exceptions in cases of rape, incest, fetal abnormalities and to save the life of the mother.
Democrats, like Nevada’s incumbent Sen.
Catherine Cortez Masto, running a close race
against Republican Adam Laxalt, are relentless on the subject. “If I ran into Catherine

Cortez Masto in the street and said ‘Boy are
the Las Vegas Raiders terrible,’” Nevada’s
top political analyst Jon Ralston told me,
“she’ll say ‘Do you know what Adam Laxalt’s position is on abortion?”
Republicans are countering the attacking
Democrats by raising the crime issue. This is
resonating in some key races, including the
Wisconsin and Pennsylvania Senate contests.
There are some false charges — none of these
candidates wants to defund the police — as
well as some racial overtones. Republicans
have accused Florida Democratic candidate
Val Demings of being soft on crime. She was
the police chief in Orlando.
Two of the most respected election analysis sources, the Cook Report and Nathan
Gonzales’ Inside Elections, both see an upfor-grabs Senate outlook with a handful of
toss-up races. The GOP has an advantage
in the battle for the House. Of the roughly
two dozen toss-up races, Democrats have
to win about three quarters of them to retain
the majority.
Charlie Cook, who founded the Cook
Report and has been an insightful political
analyst for decades, warns against assuming
the toss-up races will split evenly. “Over the
last 12 elections, an average of 77 percent
of Senate races rated in the toss-up column
going into Election day broke in the same
direction.”
Al Hunt is the former executive editor of
Bloomberg News. He previously served as
reporter, bureau chief and Washington editor
for The Wall Street Journal. For almost a
quarter century he wrote a column on politics for The Wall Street Journal, then The
International New York Times and Bloomberg
View. He hosts Politics War Room with James
Carville. Follow him on Twitter @AlHuntDC.

Down to the nitty-gritty for control of the Senate
By Albert Hunt
The midterm elections can be seen through
the prism of a football game: For the first half,
the Republicans opened up a big lead. Then in
the third quarter — from the Supreme Court’s
anti-abortion decision to Labor Day — the
Democrats closed the gap.
Since then, their offense stalled, the Republicans kicked the political equivalent of a
field goal to open a small advantage.
Today, a month out from the election,
the odds are the GOP picking up 10 to 20
House seats, with an even shot at winning
the Senate.
There remain some overarching themes
that could affect the dynamics in the closing
weeks.
Both sides prefer a president to be in the
limelight: The Republicans want it to be Joe
Biden; the Democrats prefer it be Donald
Trump.
The supposed improvement in Biden’s
standing after the Democrats scored some
big legislative wins this summer has been
exaggerated. Talking to Democratic strategists in competitive races, they’d like a
relatively low presidential political profile
in October. There is little demand for Biden
on the campaign trail.
And while some Republican candidates
believe the defeated former president can gin
up their base — he has been in North Carolina, Ohio and Nevada recently — it’s equally
true that Trump gins up the Democrats and
detracts from the focus on Biden.
As has been the case for months, it’s conditions that favor Republicans, versus candidates, where Democrats have an advantage.
The economy is the top concern of most
voters; while the jobs market is exceptionally
strong, the public focus is more on the punish-

ing inflation. In the summer, Democrats got
a break when high gas prices started falling;
however, pump prices are rising again — and
with the Russians and Saudis cutting supplies,
it’s not going to get any better. (So much for
President Biden’s diplomatic overture to the
thuggish Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Sultan.)
If Democrats do better than the historical experiences for the party in power in
midterm elections, it’s a testament to their
candidates. In Ohio, North Carolina, Georgia,
Pennsylvania and Arizona, the Democratic
Senate candidates have at least an even
chance, given the inferior quality of their
opponents. If Republicans had nominated a
more mainstream conservative in these races
they’d be in better shape. This is the case too
in a handful of House races in battleground
districts in Michigan and Ohio. (Conversely,
there are a couple instances — Wisconsin
and Pennsylvania — where the runner-up in
the Democratic primaries would have been a

One supply-chain solution: Automate the jobs we can’t fill
By Daniela Rus
This fall a huge supply-chain
story dropped as quietly as a tree in
the middle of the woods: Singapore
launched a new port in Tuas that officials say will eventually be able to
handle more cargo every year than
all U.S. ports combined. The secret
to its prolificacy? Automation.
This might scare some workers
out there, but the reality is that the
global supply chain has been deeply
disrupted by the pandemic and the
“Great Resignation” of employees
across the globe. The country is
suffering. At one point this summer
there were 5.5 million vacancies
in the U.S. job market alone, with
particularly pronounced impacts
for air travel, manufacturing, warehousing and logistics. In trucking,
for example, a 2021 analysis of 26
economically-advanced countries
reported 2.6 million open positions,
a number that’s expected to grow
further in 2022.
Given how vital these sectors
are to the global supply chain,
it’s no surprise that their labor
shortages have been so disruptive.
Flight delays and cancellations are
at their highest level in modern
history. Major ports still regularly report days-long queues for
unloading shipping containers.
Rising inflation, increasing freight
costs and a shortage of dock workers have spurred months-long
delivery delays for furniture and
other consumer goods. The Biden
administration’s recent efforts to
reduce the U.S. shipping log-jam
have been stymied by the fact that
there simply aren’t enough truck
drivers or warehouse workers to
meet demand.
Companies are scrambling to get
things running more smoothly with
everything from production and
inventory management to transportation and distribution. Amidst this
climate of setbacks and slowdowns,

there’s a solution that will make
workers’ jobs easier while also
improving efficiency: leveraging
technology and automation.
You might have heard a bit
about automation lately, and not
always for good reasons. Yet, lost
amongst the endless parade of
think-pieces about artificial intelligence (AI) stealing our jobs is the
stark reality that the pandemic has
inspired many laborers to opt-out
of the dirty, dangerous or just plain
dull jobs that they previously put
up with. Our supply-chain crisis
may not seem to show any signs
of improving to date, but it could
turn around if we got more creative
in how we offer labor support in
under-resourced industries.
The addition of more automation
could start from the moment a good
arrives at a distribution center. The
movement toward e-commerce has
actually created a fundamental need
for more workers, not fewer: The
role of picking and transporting
merchandise has dramatically shifted from us in-person consumers
browsing department-store aisles,
to online sellers who are expected
to ship things across the world in
two business days. The shortage
of warehouse workers is further
exacerbated by the fact that this

population is increasingly aging
(and tuning) out. Without more
help, employees will continue to be
relied upon to work overtime and
spread themselves thinner and thinner in what’s already an exhausting
and stressful work environment,
spurring burn-out and contributing
further to the employment gap.
Automation in these settings
doesn’t mean replacing employees, but developing more robust
inventory management software
and using systems like scanners
and conveyors that make our jobs
easier. Automation could be used to
help transport pallets and perform
a range of physical tasks. This
would enable warehouse workers
to focus on other more detail-oriented roles, from overseeing the
operation of forklifts to improving
the efficiencies of distribution
centers. McKinsey consulting firm
has cited technical skills in advanced IT and interpersonal skills
like stakeholder communication as
increasingly important in the areas
of transportation, warehousing and
manufacturing.
The logistical challenges continue after goods leave the warehouse
and head to the trucks, ships, planes
and other transit needed to deliver
them. With trucking, labor short-

ages have grown due to factors
like the profession’s low pay, high
stress and grueling hours on the
road. These challenges have also
made it especially difficult to attract
younger generations of workers.
This is where automation can
make the job less tiring and more
appealing: Systems like PlusDrive
can significantly improve fuel economy through its optimized breaking
and accelerating methods, and also
allow drivers to exert less mental effort during actions like lane-changing or the long hours they spend
on the highway. (Amazon is in the
process of starting to use PlusDrive
in many of its trucks.) Fundamentally, automation reduces drivers’
workload and improves their work
condition.
New technologies are also increasingly being used in some of
the largest shipping ports across
the globe. The recent concerns
about automation raised by dock
workers striking in cities like Los
Angeles and Long Beach is understandable. At the same time, for
decades ports have been among the
places that have innovated the best:
In the 1950s, docks started using
huge cranes to move cargo, with
the goal of sparing longshoremen
from having to do such dangerous,
back-breaking tasks by hand with
nets and pallets. The latest wave of
automation — with terminals that
can load massive shipping containers onto trucks in just a couple
minutes — is what many top port
officials have cited as the reason
they can now handle the “historic
volumes” that have emerged in recent years. As ships and shipments
get larger, automated terminals will
fully evolve from being luxuries to
necessities.
Aviation is another industry
that, while embracing automation
in some ways, still has a long road
(or runway) ahead. A study from

management consulting firm Oliver Wyman estimates that, without
proactive efforts to train and retain
pilots, the United States could have
a shortage of 80,000 pilots within
the next 10 years. Earlier this year,
I recall landing at Boston’s Logan
Airport late at night and having to
wait four hours before the plane
could taxi to the gate, due to the fact
that there were five different planes
to be moved and only one pilot
left who could complete the task.
In a world where self-driving cars
have logged hundreds of millions
of miles in complex, congested
environments, it’s realistic to assume that we can harness some of
the same technologies to tasks like
taxiing airplanes.
Getting people used to the idea
of more automation will be no easy
feat. Workers don’t feel valued by
their employers, so throwing new
routines and scary-sounding tech
at them certainly has the potential
to alienate them further. Because of
this, it’s vital that companies discuss these changes while proactively prioritizing workers’ professional
development and growth within the
organizations. If employees can
see a path for meaningful career
advancement, the notion that automation will be used for some of
their responsibilities — including
the more menial ones — is likely
to be far less anxiety-producing.
Responsibilities, jobs and entire
industries are always in states of
transition, but it doesn’t help to
stick our heads in the sand and
hope that the waves wash ashore.
Automation can help reduce employees’ workload and improve
their environment and conditions
so that they feel more energized
and less stressed.
*****
Daniela Rus is the director of
MIT’s Computer Science and Artificial Intelligence Lab.
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By Paul A. London
The Federal Reserve has raised interest
rates five times in the last year and is committed to raising them twice more to slow the
economy and bring today’s inflation down.
It says it will continue down this path even
though the International Monetary Fund
(IMF), JP Morgan Chase and others are
warning that these policies are likely to cause
a recession in the U.S. and chaos overseas.
Sadly, Americans have been won over many
times in our history to versions of the Fed’s
“tight money” narrative although tight money
never comes out well for ordinary people.
The power of this slow-growth narrative, like
those of a TV serial, is that the episodes are
based on familiar themes.
The Fed’s aim in raising interest rates
is to reduce demand by limiting borrowing
and credit. More expensive credit of course
is a greater hardship for working people and
small businesses with limited resources than
for people and businesses with deep pockets.
In the Fall of 2022, there are millions of
Americans who will be hurt by higher rates
and slower growth, but a strong counter-narrative to the Fed’s story has not emerged.
While the monetarists have well-crafted lines
that they repeat endlessly, there is no comparable pro-growth narrative. There could be
because debates between advocates of hard
money vs. growth were part of the bedrock
of U.S. politics through the whole 19th and
much of the 20th centuries. Today it is as if
no one remembers William Jennings Bryan’s
“Cross of Gold” speech in July, 1896 that
is perhaps the most famous and passionate
attack on scarce and expensive money and
deflation. Also forgotten are the debates even
earlier in our history pitting advocates of easy
money vs. those favoring scarcer and more
expensive money.
Books by Bray Hammond and Irwin
Unger, “Banks and Politics in America from
the Revolution to the Civil War” (1957) and
“The Greenback Era, A Social and Political
History of American Finance 1865-1879”
(1964) suggest the pro-growth alternative to
today’s dominant monetarist story line. These
books convey the economic and political
complexity of the money issue now being
treated at the Fed by people who obscure
the central issue of growth vs. retrenchment.
Unger described the pro-growth side in
these debates when he noted that farmers and
workers in the 19th century always wanted
Congress “to supply money ‘adequate to the
full employment of labor, the equitable distri-

bution of its products and the requirements of
business.’” Advocates for scarcer money, on
the other hand focus on money itself rather
than on money as a tool to mobilize America’s bountiful resources. The champions of
hard money forced American farmers to pay
in gold for government land in the 1830s and
took paper money out of circulation after
the Civil War, causing two long recessions.
Prolonged periods of falling farm prices and
deflation in the 1870s also linked to scarce
money policies imposed hardship on urban
as well as rural Americans, who joined to
oppose such policies.
The alternative to a narrow focus on more
expensive money (higher interest rates) to
keep inflation in check is private and public
investment to develop resources, lowering
costs and the risks of inflation in this way.
The Biden administration’s policies are
decisively in this direction but the power of
the familiar monetarist narrative makes many
reluctant to criticize the guardians of hard
money at the Fed.
The U.S. in the past had forceful advocates for public and private investment to
lower costs and promote growth. Alexander Hamilton solidified American credit,
bringing down borrowing costs to build
lighthouses, canals, and promote advanced
“manufactures.” The government gave land
so that fast-expanding railroad networks
could move goods more cheaply. The Lincoln
administration in 1862 provided land to build
land grant colleges to promote economic
growth. New Deal investments in the 1930s

and ‘40s promoted development in the South
and West.
President Eisenhower backed the interstate highway system. The government has
financed many critical areas of research
through DARPA, the Defense Advanced
Research Projects Agency. Biden would like
to create a national electric grid that would
lower costs, develop alternative energy to
break the grip of the OPEC cartel, deal with
climate change, and increase energy security.
Higher interest rates engineered by the Fed
will limit this kind of investment and the
opportunities it could create.
The Fed’s narrative today seeks to bolster
support for raising rates by arguing that high
rates in the late 1970s and early ‘80s were
needed to kill inflation even though they
caused a sharp recession. What this does not
recognize is that the economy from 1945
through the 1970s was vastly more inflation-prone than the economy today. John
Kenneth Galbraith, President Kennedy’s
economic guru understood why the earlier
economy was more subject to inflation than
today’s. He described a post-World War II
economy in the 1960s that was dominated
by price-setting companies and wage-setting
unions that could push up prices and wages
even when markets were soft. What Galbraith
did not foresee was that these powerful
industries and unions would be forced by
Presidents Ford, Carter and Reagan and the
Congress in the ‘70s and ‘80s to face much
sharper price competition. Today because
these sectors were opened to more intense

competition, they have far less pricing power.
Monetarists exaggerate the role high interest
rates played in bringing down the inflation of
the 1970s because they downplay or ignore
the role that the policies of three presidents
and Congress played in opening up important
sectors of the economy.
What Galbraith called “administered
prices” still exist in the energy sector (see
OPEC +) where much of today’s inflation
originated. Prices also are ratcheted up year
after year by well-organized interests in
health care, and the fix is in when it comes
to executive compensation and higher education. Generally, however, inflation is far less
likely to be a problem in the future than it was
in the 1970s because very important sectors
are opened to price competition.
This Fall, many prices that jumped in
the past 18 months for COVID-19-related
reasons are showing signs of softening.
They will soften slowly and irregularly in
today’s dynamic but unstable economic environment but they will soften because there
is competition. Already, areas of softening
include ocean shipping and trucking, lumber,
computer chips, used cars, rents and housing
prices in many areas, some foods, and some
areas of the huge service sector. Retailers, for
example, are starting sales early because they
are overstocked and unfilled job openings are
coming down.
COVID-19-related disruptions in China
and elsewhere, the impacts of climate change,
war in Ukraine, and OPEC+ still push prices
up in some sectors but supply will catch up if
the U.S. supports pro-growth policies that do
not put us through a recession wringer. The
Fed’s current approach to inflation aimed at
choking down borrowing and demand is the
wrong anti-inflation policy. Better policy and
a better narrative would focus on competition
and increasing production, challenging the
dogma that calls for slower growth.
*****
Paul A. London, Ph.D., was a senior
policy adviser and deputy undersecretary of
Commerce for Economics and Statistics in
the 1990s, a deputy assistant administrator at
the Federal Energy Administration and Energy Department, and a visiting fellow at the
American Enterprise Institute. A legislative
assistant to Sen. Walter Mondale (D-Minn.)
in the 1970s, he was a foreign service officer
in Paris and Vietnam and is the author of two
books, including “The Competition Solution:
The Bipartisan Secret Behind American
Prosperity” (2005).

of balancing personal freedom with public
safety. That’s why we have joined together
to launch “Centering Justice,” an initiative
at the Council on Criminal Justice that will
uncover the common threads uniting Americans in pursuit of fair and effective policies
to promote public safety, individual liberty,
and due process.
Centering justice must start with telling
the truth based on evidence and data, including acknowledging the limitations of existing
knowledge, and letting the ideological chips
and policy implications fall where they may.
For example, as serious a problem as police
brutality is, we must acknowledge that police killed or were directly involved in the
deaths of an estimated 1,055 civilians in
2020, which is just 5 percent of the nation’s
21,570 homicides. Though 83 percent of the
victims of police shootings were armed, there
is insufficient data to determine what percentage of police shootings were necessary for
self-defense. We can recognize the gravity
of the cases where police clearly violate a
person’s civil rights and liberties — and the
loss of public trust those cases cause — and
pursue solutions without suggesting that
police killings represent a large share of the
nation’s homicide crisis.
Truth-telling also means dispensing with
canards like the “thin blue line” that none
other than George Kelling, the “father” of
broken windows policing, rejected. The notion of the “thin blue line,” Kelling rightly
argued, pretends that somehow the police
can simply deliver public safety like a box
of pizza to our communities, when in fact it
is through partnerships and mutual trust that

police can best gather the information needed
to solve serious crimes and protect the public.
Even as we confront hard truths, we must
break through cynicism to identify strategies
that are working in communities across the
country, many of which involve law enforcement and community groups partnering to
co-produce public safety. An inspiring example is Newark, N.J., which has both achieved
a 50 percent decline in homicides since 1990
and a concomitant dramatic reduction in
police use of force and complaints. This has
been attributed in part to the strengthening
of bonds between police and the community
through meaningful engagement and incorporating citizen feedback into police practices.
Finally, our goal of ensuring liberty without lawlessness is about more than police and
the other components of the criminal justice
system. It requires reclaiming our pluralist
national identity that, unlike in many other
nations, is not defined by race, religion, or
place of birth.
America, as painfully and deeply imperfect as it was from the beginning, is an
idea — one that stands in stark opposition to
the “blood and soil” mantra that neo-Nazis
chanted in Charlottesville in 2017. Part of the
American idea is that, despite our differences,
we are all equally deserving of both safety
and justice, sheltered under the rule of law’s
universal umbrella.
We may have presumed that it was our
birthright to witness a peaceful transition
of power and, similarly, to be able to walk
outside our homes at night without having to
worry about being attacked. However, these
aren’t entitlements we can take for granted
and simply depend on others to deliver.
Instead, we must draw a line in the sand,
roll up our sleeves, and do the heavy lifting
of defending both our democracy and the
rule of law.
It takes a criminal justice system that both
protects public safety and individual liberties
to ensure that America does not fall victim to
vigilantism or separatism, but instead maintains the strength to endure for generations
and overcome all enemies, both foreign and
domestic.
Marc A. Levin, Esq. is Chief Policy Counsel for the Council on Criminal Justice and
can be reached at mlevin@counciloncj.org
and on Twitter at @marcalevin. Khalil A.
Cumberbatch is Director of Strategic Partnerships at the Council and can be reached
at khalil@counciloncj.org and on Twitter at
@KhaCumberbatch.

Why a strong, united America requires
effective criminal justice policies

By Marc Levin and Khalil Cumberbatch
The U.S. stands at risk of future instability,
and perhaps even the grim prospect of states
seceding from the Union, a recent Canadian
intelligence report suggested. Even though a
new poll finds that 21 percent of Americans
think we would be better off splitting into
separate red and blue nations, this prospect
is unthinkable and unlikely, not to mention
unlawful.
But as more Americans express an openness to engaging in political violence and
arm themselves for a variety of reasons, we
must stand strongly united against a rising
tide of separatism, domestic terrorism, and
vigilantism — whether it comes at us from
the right or the left.
Just as many police officers at the Capitol
insurrection stood in the breach to protect the
pillars of our democracy, we must summon
just an iota of the courage they displayed to
build consensus around policies that give all
Americans confidence that their government
can and will protect them.
Implementing effective and fair criminal
justice policies that reflect consensus and
instill confidence is essential to our nation’s
future unity and vitality. Amid virulent controversies over many other matters, some
might wonder why. There are several reasons.
First, the most fundamental reason to
create government and cede a limited degree of our autonomy to it is to protect our
lives, liberty, and property. This theory that
originated with philosopher Thomas Hobbes
heavily influenced America’s founders, who
sought to create a framework for ordered
liberty in lieu of the extremes of anarchy
and tyranny. In this sense, government is
the antidote to vigilantism. Unfortunately,
many Americans believe law enforcement is
unwilling or unable to fulfill this role. Some
see government as impotent in preventing and
responding to street crime and mass shootings
while others, and indeed some of the same
people, worry about violence and racism at
the hands of police.
One illustration that some Americans are
apprehensive about both threats has been
the growth in gun purchases over the last
two years, which has risen the fastest among
minority groups, including African-Americans. Though all Americans have a right
to buy a gun, this trend has been attributed
to concerning factors, such as a rise in hate
crimes, a view that police do not provide
sufficient protection, and even worries about
police brutality.

Second, criminal justice policies that a
consensus of Americans can regard as fair
and effective are vital to fulfill the most basic
responsibility of government. The daily existence and peace of mind of every American
depends on the perception and actual state
of public safety. Families are most likely to
flourish and businesses are most likely to invest in neighborhoods where there is a sense
and reality of safety.
For our nation to reach its full potential,
it must resemble a rowboat that moves to the
extent everyone pushes in the same direction.
This requires that all Americans must also
view the government — and police as its
representatives — as legitimate. The degree
to which Americans report crime and cooperate with police to solve it is closely tied to
perceptions of police legitimacy.
The jury system, too, relies on unifying
criminal justice policy. It presupposes that a
cross section of Americans can arrive at the
same conclusion after reviewing the facts
and law.
Perhaps most importantly, though, the
Constitution and the bulwark of equal justice
under the law do not allow for more than one
set of laws or procedures, but instead require
that everyone, from the Jan. 6 rioters to the
Seattle radicals who declared a so-called
“autonomous zone,” be governed by the same
universal laws.
Having each worked over more than a decade in the criminal justice reform movement,
we feel so strongly about the centrality of
sensible criminal justice policy to our nation’s
future that we are now bringing our varied
perspectives and backgrounds to the task
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Political satirists’ dereliction
of duty is no laughing matter

By Christian Toto
We endured four-plus years of Trump
jokes across the comedy landscape, and that’s
exactly how it should be. As president, Donald Trump’s bluster proved to be catnip for
satirists, and presidents should always stand
atop the comedy world’s hit list.
A killer punchline can make a politician’s
knees buckle.
Yet a not-so-funny thing happened after
Trump left office. Neither late-night comedians nor “Saturday Night Live” would let him
exit, stage right. You could forgive comics
for lamenting his absence from the Beltway
stage, and President Joe Biden seemed far
less gag-worthy than his predecessor. Besides, we’d already had eight years of Vice
President Biden.
And then President Biden opened his
mouth.
We’ve spent the past year watching the
79-year-old leave a trail of gaffes around the
world. The miscues happen almost daily now,
but the humdingers deserve special attention:
—Biden says his son Beau died in Iraq.
(Beau Biden actually died after a battle with
brain cancer.)
—Biden calls upon Rep. Jackie Walorski
(R-Ind.) at a White House conference honoring her work fighting hunger, forgetting she
died weeks earlier following a car accident.
“Jackie, are you here?” he asked. “Where’s
Jackie … she was going to be here.”
—Biden’s public-appearance cheat-sheet
goes viral, showing how he needs child-like
commands to get through an event.
—Biden tells a Maryland crowd, “Let me
start off with two words: Made in America.”
That’s a veritable Whitman’s Sampler of
gaffes, suggesting to some — perhaps even
a growing number —that he isn’t mentally
fit to serve as commander in chief. And let’s
not forget how often the White House walks
back Biden’s on-the-record riffs.
President Gerald Ford stumbled a time
or two despite his athletic past, and “SNL”

star Chevy Chase made it his signature look
back in 1975.
Such presidential faux pas are all prime
fodder for comedians, of course. The jokes
write themselves, as do the comic memes.
That’s the lifeblood of late-night TV, political
shorthand that makes the arduous writing
process easier: Bush is dumb, Clinton is
horny, Trump is an egomaniac. It’s neither
kind nor sophisticated, but it’s how the satire
game goes.
Similarly, President Biden’s gaffes should
be front-and-center via Stephen Colbert, Jimmy Kimmel, and the rest of Team Late Night.
The first sketches on “Saturday Night Live,”
the now-legendary “cold open,” should feature Biden impersonators on a regular basis.
Instead, late-night monologues pound
away at Trump, still, along with Georgia
Republican Senate hopeful Herschel Walker,
Fox News superstar Tucker Carlson and, of
course, the Trump family. The first “cold
open” of the new “SNL” season recreated the
Mar-a-Lago raid on Chez Trump.
How could comedians ignore the current

president, a figure cartoonishly ripe for
ridicule? Sure, “SNL” will mention Biden’s
mental fog now and then, but it’s usually in
passing and never the focus of a sketch.
A few months ago, late-night comics
began noticing Biden’s failings around the
same time some unflattering media profiles
went live, but they quickly reverted to form
as the midterms drew near.
It gets worse.
Vice President Kamala Harris gives ol’
Joe a run for his money on the gaffe game.
Harris’ word-salad musings are the stuff of
social-media lore in less than two years.
Here’s an example, from a Harris speech
at Claflin University in South Carolina in
September:
“We invested an additional $12 billion
into community banks, because we know
community banks are in the community,
and understand the needs and desires of that
community as well as the talent and capacity
of community.”
There’s plenty more where that came
from. Plus, Harris’ staff turnover is legendary,

and she has little to show for the assignments
Team Biden put on her lap, like overseeing
the U.S.-Mexico border.
Again, late-night comedians are standing
down rather than poking fun at the vice
president. They comedically pummeled past
Republican VPs like Mike Pence and Dan
Quayle. Satirist Adam McKay made an entire
film — 2018’s “Vice” — skewering another
Republican vice president, Dick Cheney.
And think of all the politicians who demanded we stay locked down for our safety
during the pandemic but lived it up when the
cameras clicked off, like Gov. Gavin Newsom
(D-Calif.) and San Francisco Mayor London
Breed (D), whose excuse was that she was
“feeling the spirit.”
Stand-alone gaffes also deserve attention.
Consider election-denier Stacey Abrams, the
Georgia Democratic gubernatorial candidate,
who has been skewered for appearing to
suggest an ingenious plan to battle inflation:
Abort more babies. (Abrams’ campaign insists her comment was taken out of context.)
The pattern here is obvious.
Biden, Harris, Abrams, Newsom and
Breed are all Democrats. And today’s political satirists lean monumentally to the political
left, leaving late-night upstart Greg Gutfeld
to speak to the half of the country ignored in
that process — but he can’t do it all from his
Fox News perch.
The Johnny Carson model of tweaking the
Left and the Right is but a memory. We’re
left with something far worse, a comedy
landscape that refuses to hold the powerful
in check with laughter, a perfect way to keep
politicians honest.
This dereliction of duty, however, is no
laughing matter.
*****
Christian Toto is the editor of the conservative entertainment site “HollywoodInToto.
com, the Right Take on Entertainment.” He
is the author of “Virtue Bombs: How Hollywood Got Woke and Lost Its Soul.”

New government report underscores
secret of charter schools’ success

By Tressa Pankovits
It makes good sense for the federal government to provide grants to high-quality
public charter schools seeking to open or
expand. That’s the gist of a Government
Accountability Office (GAO) report released
this week.
A GAO analysis of U.S. Department of
Education (ED) charter school grants from
2006 to 2020 found that while few charter
schools close overall, charter schools that
received federal Charter School Program
(CSP) awards were more likely to succeed
than similarly situated charter schools that did
not receive an award. Regardless of a school’s
grade level, locale or student body racial, ethnic and poverty percentages, CSP schools are
one-and-a-half times more likely to remain
in operation five years after opening. The
GAO concluded that, even after 12 years,
the pattern of CSP-seeded schools remaining
open and educating students generally held.
President Clinton in 1994 used his bully
pulpit to convince Congress to pass the CSP.
ED has since awarded billions in competitive
grants to help applicants open new charter
schools or replicate and expand high-quality
charter schools. As the only source of federal
funds available to public charters, the CSP is
critically important. While taxes generally
underwrite traditional school construction,
charters must supply their own facilities.
Without CSP grants, nearly a generation of
kids wouldn’t have benefitted from thousands
of tuition-free, locally accountable school
options.
Because the CSP is so vital to the health of
the public charter school sector, it is a favorite scapegoat for anti-reformers invested in
monolithic, government school districts. For
example, a recent headline blared, “Audit of
charter school program finds big problems.”

Another read, “Audit finds waste, fraud and
abuse.”
In fairness, ED’s Office of Inspector General (OIG) did release an audit last month
that suggested corrective actions to CSP administrators, but the hyperbole is overblown.
Unlike the GAO, which examined 15 years
of data, OIG looked only at grants disbursed
from 2013 to 2016. OIG found that of the 719
schools opened during the audit period that
had been in operation for two or more years,
91 percent remained open at least two years
after CSP support ended — indicating that the
schools were self-sufficient and the federal
seed money had achieved its purpose. But
OIG faulted the department for failing to do
that tracking on its own volition. CSP officers
pushed back, noting that neither Congress nor
the department’s rules order them to do so.
The OIG also criticized the program because CSP grants had opened fewer schools
than some grantees had promised on their
applications. Again, the department pushed

back, noting that OIG ignored that many applicants amend their goals when confronted
with local realities, like charter school caps
or local political resistance.
The same folks creating political resistance on the ground seized on this OIG
finding to baselessly accuse grantees of
diverting, wasting or profiting from federal
dollars, instead of building schools. The
GAO report dispels this rhetoric as well.
According to state education agency (SEA)
officials GAO interviewed, SEAs recover
CSP funds, reallocate funds to future charter
schools and redistribute purchases made to
other charter schools.
GAO likely interviewed SEAs during
its 10-month investigation because SEAs
receive the lion’s share of CSP dollars. While
detractors consistently characterize public
charters as “corporate privateers” making
off with public dollars, from 2006 to 2020,
SEAs received $1.9 billion of $2.5 billion in
CSP grants.

Yet, according to the OIG, SEAs are the
slowest to open CSP supported schools. From
2013 to 2016, SEAs committed to 1,076 new
charter schools but opened just 477. On the
other hand, during the same period, charter
school developers — individuals or a group
in the community in which a charter school
project will be carried out — won just 42
grants but managed to open 38 schools for a
90 percent success rate.
This gives credence to the argument that
the CSP should be more generous with its
grants to small, community-based applicants
— many of which seek to open a school to
serve targeted populations of students perennially failed by traditional systems. The GAO
determined that charter schools that received
CSP awards were more likely to be located
in rural or urban areas, and had higher proportions of Black or Hispanic students and
students eligible for free or reduced-price
lunch. If local community members are more
adept at opening charters to serve them, ED
should prioritize that going forward.
The GAO serves as the investigative
arm to Congress, where some lawmakers
seek to slash the CSP budget each year. Its
stated purpose for conducting a nearly yearlong, longitudinal, multivariate analysis
was to answer questions “raised about the
effectiveness of CSP grants.” The resulting
data showing that public charter schools are
one-and-a-half times more likely to gain their
footing and remain in the business of educating poorer, mostly Black and brown children
should be all of the evidence Congress and
anti-reformers need to retire the CSP as a
political football once and for all.
*****
Tressa Pankovits is co-director of the
Reinventing America’s Schools Project at
Progressive Policy Institute.

(Continued from Page 23)
school, a friend of mine got — as it was
referred to in those days — pregnant out of
wedlock. She could not bear the stigma of
what that meant, and rather than face it, she
chose suicide. But I also had a friend who
was in the exact same situation and chose to
go out of town to a distant relative and have
her baby and give it up for adoption.
Years went by, and she carried on with
graduating from high school and having a
normal life for a teenager. No one (except her
parents and me) knew about her pregnancy
and having the baby. But many more years
went by, and as things change over time, her
adopted son sought to find his birth mother —
which took a lot of work — but he found her.
You can’t imagine how happy she was
when that happened. It brought them both
great joy, and even the adoptive parents were
fine with that. The son happened to live in
the town where I was living at the time, and
since his mother and I were still friends, and
in contact, she told me all about the joy of
being in his life after all that time, and he

was so open to knowing her and seeing her.
She is considered part of their family now
and she wouldn’t change it for the world. She
can never regret not having an abortion, and
considering how many parents are desperate
for finding a child to adopt but cannot find
one, she knew he would go to a good home
and be given all the love and care that he
needed.
Giving up a child for adoption is a big decision to make, but if you can see that it is the
best thing for both of you, and that probably
today IF you want to be found, it is probably
much easier than it would have been back in
the ‘50s or ‘60s, both the natural mother and
the child can have a happy reunion. If, on the
other hand, it was adoption or abortion, and
the mother-to-be wanted to choose abortion
but was encouraged to go with adoption, that
mother might not choose to ever see her baby
or child again.
You can always say no to a child who
finds you if you want to, but you can’t wish
your child back from an abortion. And good
loving adoptive parents can teach their baby

from the beginning how much they wanted
him or her and the child will come to know
that and not feel deprived of parental love.
I can imagine that with both of my friends
the choice was hard and the anguish was
similar in many ways. But there is no “return”
button on death for either the baby-to-be or
the pregnant mother. Somehow I feel that
if there were, the friend who chose suicide
would have a change of heart and do as my
other friend did.
And in case people say, “But I don’t have
an out-of-town relative that I can go and stay
with,” today the embarrassment or stigma is
not the same. Entertainers or celebrities are
having babies all over “out of wedlock” and
proudly showing off their baby “bumps” in
public.
Not that I’m a fan of careless conception,
but if you play the game there are consequences, and it’s not just about an “Oh well!
If I get pregnant I can just get an abortion.”
Grown-ups (and even older children like my
high school friend) need to take responsibility
and do the right thing.

If there must be abortions (and sometimes
there must be), let them be for those times
when it’s an emergency. Learn how to avoid
pregnancies if you don’t want to get pregnant
in the first place, and face up to what already
is growing if that happens.
We should never need to debate life.
Someday you can look up all the babies
that were “almost aborted,” but lived to a
last-minute change of heart or fluke of some
kind and see what they’ve contributed to
the world.
Let the debates go on, but as for me, it’s
situational and only you, the mother, can
know how you feel about it.
God bless all the babies that are yet to be
born and all the mothers that wish they made
a better choice. Their sorrow may linger on.
*****
Maramis Choufani is the Managing Editor of the Las Vegas Tribune. She writes a
weekly column in this newspaper. To contact
Maramis, email her at maramistribune@
gmail.com.
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Longtime public servant Kevin
Schiller named Clark County Manager
A longtime public servant who played an
integral role in helping Clark County navigate
through unprecedented human services needs
as well as the region’s challenging housing
environment was unanimously chosen to lead
the nation’s 11th largest county as its new
chief executive officer.
The Clark County Commission appointed
Kevin Schiller as the new County Manager,
effective Nov. 11, when Yolanda King retires
from the position after nearly six years and 33
total years of working for the organization.
Schiller, who has served in the role of
deputy County Manager over human services
since July 2017, praised his predecessor and
vowed to bring continued stability to the
organization, which has more than 10,000
employees across 38 diverse departments and
a budget of $9.4 billion. It provides regional
services to 2.3 million residents and 45 million annual visitors and municipal services
to 1 million people living in unincorporated
Clark County. If the County were a city, it
would be the largest in the state by far.
“I am excited and humbled to lead Clark
County on behalf of our employees and our
residents, and to carry on and amplify the
path Yolanda has charted for the County. I

was recruited to Clark County by Yolanda to
reimagine human services and to better serve
our most vulnerable constituents, and I am
eager to carry this forward-thinking change
across our organization. As I take the helm,
I do so in partnership with a results-driven
Board of County Commissioners, a senior
management team with expertise and skill,

and thousands of employees who answer the
call to serve each day. As County Manager,
I will champion our public service through a
renewed engagement with our employees to
drive retention and recruitment, strengthen
the County’s voice in our community, and
advocate for and create solutions to help
ensure our region continues to be a wonderful place to live,” Schiller said. The County
Manager is charged with carrying out the
policies established by the seven-member
County Commission.
“Ms. Yolanda King has a legacy in our
community that will not be easily matched,
of that I am certain. Yolanda has been our
guiding light for quite some time and has
deftly helped us to stay afloat in the face of
significant challenge while also pushing to
bring Clark County to new heights. By appointing Kevin Schiller as our new County
Manager, we are recognizing his creativity
when confronted with challenge or moments
in need of change and how pivotal his human
services leadership has been. Kevin brings to
the role of County Manager not only a deep
commitment to those we serve, but also an
ability to think differently about how we
approach the issues that confront us. I trust

that Kevin will be a leader who knows who
he represents while taking our organization
to the next level and fostering collaboration
across our organization and our community.
As a Board, we look forward to supporting
Kevin in his new role as we work to ensure
a bright future for our county,” Commission
Chairman Jim Gibson said.
Schiller has been with Clark County since
July 2017, serving in the role of Deputy
County Manager, responsible for the departments of Family Services, Social Service and
the Public Defender. Before that, Schiller
served as Assistant County Manager for
Reno’s Washoe County from January 2014
through 2017. Previously, he served as the
Director of Washoe County’s Department of
Social Services, which he was with for more
than 17 years, leading integration of human
services and creating innovative programming to serve vulnerable children, adults and
families. Schiller represented Washoe County
in lobbying at the Nevada Legislature and in
employee negotiations. He began his career
as a social worker and juvenile probation
officer for the State of Wyoming. Schiller
holds a bachelor’s degree in social work from
the University of Nevada, Reno.

Best Haunted Houses of Las Vegas
When the moon gets low, and
the darkness descends, you may
find yourself looking for a haunted
house in Las Vegas, Nevada. There
are several spooky sites to explore,
and the De Castroverde team invites
you to explore these best-haunted
houses of Las Vegas.
Las Vegas Haunts
For a dose of chilling fear, visit
Las Vegas Haunts . This haunting
attraction has the haunted Hotel
Fear, with scary residents to give
you a proper fright. The Asylum
is a creepy mental hospital that’s
gone into disuse with only the most
terrifying of patients and doctors
left. You can visit one or both
when Las Vegas Haunts opens in
October. Find Las Vegas Haunts at
4300 Meadows Lane, at Meadows
Mall. Hours vary, so check out the
website before heading over.
Freakling Brothers
For the attraction voted #1 scariest by U.S.A. Today, go to one of
the Freakling Bros Horror Shows .
You can explore Castle Vampyre,
the Coven of 13, and the Gates of
Hell, Nevada’s only R-rated haunted house. You’ll know genuine
fear at Castle Vampyre as you face
Dracula and Nosferatu. The Coven
of 13 is staffed by scary witches,
warlocks, and all sorts of purveyors
of black magic. The Gates of Hell
is a sensory overload experience of
pure terror. It’s sure to be a terrifying time, as they invite you to join
them. Freakling Brothers is located
at 6555 S. Riley Street and is open
every October, with hours available
on their website.
31 Freak Street
Do you dare to face places of a
past tragedy that are now haunted
or the grave dangers of a derelict
asylum? If so, make your way to
31 Freak Street . There are two
attractions at 31 Freak Street for
you to enjoy. The Crimson Manor
was once a busy, populated estate
that many people made their home,
but now it’s only home to the spirits
of victims that befell unspeakable
harm on the property. In another
part of 31 Freak Street, Mayhem,
the asylum is a haunt filled with
terrifying psychos. Face your fears
at 1300 W. Sunset Road Henderson,
open for the season every October.
Dead City Vegas
If Zombies and running for your
life are on your scare meter, make a
beeline to Dead City Vegas , a town
populated with the scariest zombies.
Unlike any other haunted house,
this experience begins when you
step out of your car. A guide will
take you through the zombie-filled
city as you jump over broken glass
windows and search for weapons
to ward off the attacking zombies.
Dead City Vegas is the largest
haunted house attraction in Las
Vegas, covering 38,000 square feet
in a state-of-the-art indoor facility.

They’re open every October on
Thursday and Sunday from 7 p.m.
to 11 p.m. and Friday and Saturday
until midnight. Dead City Vegas is
at 4375 S. Valley View Boulevard,
Suite G.
The Official
Saw Escape Room
If you’re a fan of the movie franchise “Saw,” this is the escape room
for you. Saw Escape Room has a
frightening recreation of the movie
sets where you play twisted games
and are at the mercy of a homicidal

maniac. Set in the historic Egan &
Co. Meat Packing plant, you’ll take
an after-hours tour of the spooky facilities. You’ll find yourself a player
in an extravagant game created by
the infamous Jigsaw Killer and his
followers.
You’ll have to work together
with your group to make it through
by solving intricate puzzles. You’ll
strive to win your freedom by traversing the twists and turns of an
entire meat packing factory filled
with Jigsaw’s terrifying games.

This attraction is open year-round
at 2121 Industrial Road. The hours
are Wednesday and Thursday from
5 p.m. to 11 p.m., Friday until
midnight, Saturday from 4 pm. to
midnight, and Sunday from 4 p.m.
to 11 p.m.
Fright Ride
Designed for social-distanced
scares, Fright Ride takes you on
the trail of terror through a haunted house with multiple rooms of
spine-chilling decorations and
frightening actors, driven by your

host on a golf cart, so you can sit
back and enjoy your scares. You’ll
jump in your seat as you go through
various mayhem rooms. Fright
Ride is located at 1700 S. Industrial
Road, open in October from 5:30
p.m. to midnight daily.
The Haunted Museum
For a chilling year-round scare,
head to The Haunted Museum with
over 30 rooms of frights, including
the Devil’s Rocking Chair, Lugosi’s
mirror, Jack’s Van, The Funeral,
The Cauldron, and Peggy the Doll.
They also have a late-night flashlight ghost tour to fill you with fear.
The Haunted Museum is open all
year, Wednesday through Monday,
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. at 600 E.
Charleston Boulevard.
ARC:
The Living Dead Experience
For a zombie adventure, head to
ARC: The Living-Dead-Experience
. ARC is a deeply immersive experience, including three main chapters: orientation, quarantine, and
outbreak. Enjoy drinks, food, and
live entertainment while immersed
in the best zombie experience. Prepare yourself for a battle between
the living and the undead. Are you
prepared for a zombie apocalypse?
Find out at 6475 W. Gary Ave.
ARC: The Living Dead Experience
is open yearly from October 21 to
October 31.
Fright Dome
Looking for scares on the Las
Vegas Strip? Then head to Fright
Dome at Circus Circus Hotel’s
Adventuredome. They’re one of
the largest and longest-running
Halloween attractions in the city.
This theme park is transformed into
a pitch black, lights-out, haunted
spectacle of horror boasting six new
haunted houses. Find your frights
in October at 2880 S. Las Vegas
Boulevard.
Halloween Emporium
and Haunted Tea Room
After all your fears and frights,
you may have worked up a thirst. If
so, you should head to Halloween
Emporium and Haunted Tea Room.
They have a tea room bedecked in
spooky decor and have many scary
items for sale. They’re not your
typical coffee shop or tea room,
and even their drink selections
are of the macabre variety. They
serve Bones Coffee, Coffee Shop
of Horrors, Adagio, and American
Hauntings tea. Stop by at 4555 S.
Fort Apache Road, Suite 106 in the
Montage Shopping Center for a sip
and a scare. They’re open Tuesday
through Saturday from 11 a.m. to
7 p.m. and Sunday from noon to
5 p.m.
There you have it. Our De
Casstroverde team’s list of the best
places in Las Vegas to enjoy a scare
or two. Check one or more of them
out this haunting season if you dare.
*****
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By Doug Dickerson
“No matter what people tell you,
words and ideas can change the
world.” — Robin Williams
President Calvin Coolidge was
known as a man of few words. His
nickname was “Silent Cal.” His
wife, Grace Goodhue Coolidge,
told the story of a young woman
who sat next to her husband at a
dinner party.
She told Coolidge she had a
bet that she could get at least three
words of conversation from him.
Without looking at her he quietly
retorted, “You lose.”
Coolidge understood very well
the value of using only carefully
considered words — and those
being few in number.
Words are an important part of
our lives and leadership. Words
matter. Knowing when and how
to use them makes a world of difference.
In his book, Everyone Communicates, Few Connect, John Maxwell says,” The difference between
the almost right word and the right
word is really a large matter- it’s
the difference between the lightning
bug and the lightning.” And this is
the challenge for us as leaders — to
be lightning with our words.
Since our words are essential to
our leadership success, let’s examine how we can weigh them more
carefully. Here are a few questions
to ask yourself when using your
words as a leader.

DoUg DICkErsoN
Will my words add value?
I don’t know about you, but unfortunately, there have been times
in my leadership that my words
made me feel good at the moment
but they did add any lasting value.
The writer in Proverbs says, “The
tongue has the power of life and
death.” (18:21). Before using your
words, be sure to ask yourself if
the words you are about to use —
verbally or written, are going to add
value to the person receiving them.
Is this the right time?
Your words are important. How
you deliver them is as well. The
right words at the wrong time can
produce unintended consequences
just as much as the wrong words at
the right time.
Before using your words, ask
yourself — is this the right time for

my words? If not, wait.
Have my words
been chosen carefully?
Leadership is a privilege and
so too is the privilege to use your
words to communicate. In a world
of instant communication with the
world, how you choose your words
is as important as ever. Not every
thought that enters your mind needs
to pass through your mouth or be
a tweet.

BEHIND THE MIKE

Snake Break

\By Michael A. Aun
Having coached on a Pop Warner level, we always were on the
lookout for strange critters because
the fields where we played were
just that… fields that had loads of
wildlife from alligators to snakes
on any given day.
I later moved into the booth to do
play-by-play broadcasting and ran
into a different kind of creature…
angry moms! “Hell” hath no fury
as a mother whose child’s name is
mispronounced, especially on the
Pop Warner level.
We literally had to lock the
doors to the press booth. I get
it… everyone wants to hear their
child’s name over the PA system.
When you have cheer squads that
literally outnumber the players on
the field, announcers are bound to
mispronounce a name or two…
dozen that is.
Florida is kind of a melting pot
with scores of countries represented
on any given day. At least when I
did play-by-play on delayed telecast in Lexington, South Carolina
I did not have to face disgruntled
moms.
When my sons played high
school football, I moved into the
booth at St. Cloud High School
to announce games. Never have
we experienced a “snake break”
until the recent game with Winter
Springs, which we won 38-16.
My son Cory is a biology teacher
and one of the Bulldog coaches,
so he was tasked to move the diamondback rattler back into the nearby woods behind the Dawg Pound.
Welcome to Florida football!
Nowadays my job is the world’s
oldest ball boy for Cory’s varsity
and JV teams. It’s fun and I get to
spend time on the field with my son.
We have had hurricane delays, games postponed or delayed

MICHAEL A. AUN
because of smoke from nearby
grass fires, lightening and tornado threats… if you can think of
it, it has happened at one time or
another.
Rarely do we play without delay
of some kind or another. Winter
Springs showed up late… and
throw in the “snake break.” I drug
my tired sack of bones into bed at

midnight.
What did the coach say to his
losing team of snakes? A: You can’t
venom all!
What do you call a snake that
works for the government? A: A
civil serpent!
How do you measure a snake?
A: In inches… they don’t have feet.
Why can’t snakes talk? A: They
don’t have hands!
What do you call a snake wearing panties? A: A python!
Why won’t snakes drink coffee?
A: Because it makes them viperactive.
What do you call taking a selfie
with a rattlesnake? A: A big missstake.
What do you call a rattlesnake
that interrupts a football game? A:
A snake break.
*****
Michael Aun is a syndicated columnist and writes a weekly column
for this newspaper. To contact Michael Aun go to www.aunline.com.

Choose your words carefully
because once you use them, you
own them.
Who needs to
hear my words?
There’s a time and place for everything — including your words.
Words of encouragement, support,
and affirmation are words that can
and will benefit anyone in your
organization at any given time.
But then there are words that need
to be spoken in private or that only
a few need to hear. Know your
audience, know their needs, weigh
your words.
How will my words
be remembered?
Here’s what we all need to be
reminded of as leaders — our words

will be remembered. And the question before us is how do we want
them to be remembered? Were they
inspiring? Were they visionary?
Were they life-changing? Did they
add value?
Final Thoughts
The understanding of your
thoughts and words and how to
use them in your life and leadership
will go a long way toward your
effectiveness as a leader. The key
is to know when to use them, know
when to hold them, and always
make the most of them.
Doug Dickerson is a syndicated
columnist. He writes a weekly column for this newspaper. To contact
Doug Dickerson go to www.dougdickerson.net.

Bob Beckett
Attorney At Law

Elected 5 terms as Nye County District Attorney
Practice areas
Criminal defense, Personal injury, Bankruptcy
and debt, Car accident, DUI and DWI
Licensed for 29 years
AVVO CONTRIBUTIONS
Beckett knows Nevada criminal law
— especially how to get the most out of
the probation/monitoring system.
Beckett provides very effective and
personable service — His fees are also fair

During these Covid-19 days, the Urantia Book Study
Group has taken to Zoom, as many other meetings
have. As always, this high-level discussion group
is for all faiths, all ages,and all those seeking
answers to their unanswered questions.
Call 775-505-5058 for details

(702) 334-4886

OUT WITH CABLE. IN WITH SAVINGS.

Get a 100 AT&T Visa® Reward Card† when you sign up for DIRECTV SELECT ™ Package or above.
$

MUST MAINTAIN SVC & REDEEM W/IN 75 DAYS (CARD IN 4 WKS). Ends 8/15/18. Restrs apply. See below for offer details.

SELECT

™

All Included Pac kage

35

$

00

MO.
Plus taxes.

For 12 Months w/ 24-mo. agmt. Autopay
& Paperless bill req’d. $78/mo. in months
13-24 (subject to change).*

INCLUDES:
Over 150 channels
Monthly fee for a
Genie® HD DVR

EARLY TERMINATION FEE OF $20/MO. FOR EACH MONTH REMAINING ON AGMT., $35 ACTIVATION, EQUIP. NON-RETURN & ADD’L FEES APPLY.
New approved residential customers only (equipment lease req’d). Credit card req’d (except MA & PA).

Ask me how to
Bundle and save.
CALL TODAY!

IV SUPPORT HOLDINGS LLC

855-977-8411

SELECT ALL INCLUDED PACKAGE OFFER: Ends 8/31/18. Available only in the U.S. (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S.V.I.). 1st & 2nd Year Pricing: $35 for first 12 mos. only. After 12 mos. or loss of eligibility then-prevailing rate applies (currently $78/mo. for SELECT All Included) unless canceled or changed prior to end of the promo period. Pricing subject to change. $5/mo. Discount: Must enroll in autopay & paperless bill within 30 days of TV activation to receive bill credit starting in 1-3 bill
cycles. First-time credit will include all credits earned since meeting offer requirements. Must maintain autopay/paperless bill and valid email address to continue credits. No credits in 2nd year for autopay/paperless bill. Includes: SELECT All Included TV Pkg, monthly service & equipment fees for one Genie HD DVR, and standard pro installation. Exclusions: Price excludes applicable use tax expense surcharge on retail value of installation, custom installation, equipment upgrades/add-ons (min. $99
one-time fee & $7/mo. fee for each extra receiver/DIRECTV Ready TV/Device), and certain other add’l fees & charges. Different offers may apply for eligible multi-dwelling-unit and telco customers.
DIRECTV SVC TERMS: Subject to Equipment Lease & Customer Agreements. Must maintain a min. base TV pkg of $29.99/mo. Programming, pricing, terms and conditions subject to change at any time. Some offers may not be available through all channels and in select areas. Visit directv.com/legal or call for details. Offers may not be combined with other promotional offers on the same services and may be modified or discontinued at any time without notice. Other conditions
apply to all offers. †$100 REWARD CARD: Requires purchase of qualifying TV package (min. $35/mo promo price after discount that start w/i 3 bills & may req. AutoPay) through card fulfillment. Qualifying Packages: SELECT or above. Select locations. For new residential customers in the U.S. (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S.V.I.). Residents of select multi-dwelling units are not eligible for this offer. Reward Card: Will be sent letter with redemption requirements. Redemption req’d w/in 75 days from
reward notification mail date. Reward Card delivered within 3-4 weeks after redemption to customers who maintain qualifying service from installation date and through reward fulfillment. Card expires at month-end 6 mos after issuance. No cash access. For cardholder agreement, go to rewardcenter.att.com/myrewardcard/agreement_FSV.pdf. AT&T Reward Card issued by U.S. Bank National Association, pursuant to license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. May not be combined with other promotional
offers on same services and may be modified or discontinued at any time without notice. Offer ends 8/15/18.
©2018 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved. AT&T, Globe logo, DIRECTV, and all other DIRECTV marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affiliated companies. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

October 26-November 1, 2022 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / Page 31

Social Security awareneSS

Medicare and Foreign travel
By Greg Dill
Planning to travel abroad this
summer? Before you go, keep in
mind that Medicare usually does
not cover health care services or
supplies while you’re traveling
outside the United States.
That doesn’t mean you have to
travel abroad without health coverage. Here are 3 ways you can get
health coverage outside the U.S.:
1. If you have a Medicare Supplement Insurance (Medigap) policy, check your policy to see if it
includes coverage when traveling
outside the U.S.
2. If you have Medicare Advantage or another Medicare health
plan (instead of Original Medicare),
check with your plan to see if it
offers coverage outside the U.S.
3. Consider buying a travel insurance policy that includes health
coverage.
In some cases, Medicare may
cover medically necessary health
care services you get on board a
ship within the territorial waters
adjoining land areas of the U.S.
Medicare won’t pay for health
care services you get when a ship
is more than 6 hours away from a
U.S. port.
Medicare also may pay for inpatient hospital, doctor, ambulance
services, or dialysis you get in a
foreign country in these rare cases:
—You’re in the U.S. when a
medical emergency occurs, and the
foreign hospital is closer than the
nearest U.S. hospital that can treat
your medical condition.
—You’re traveling through
Canada without unreasonable delay
by the most direct route between
Alaska and another state when a
medical emergency occurs, and the
Canadian hospital is closer than the
nearest U.S. hospital that can treat
the emergency.

GreG Dill
—You live in the U.S. and the
foreign hospital is closer to your
home than the nearest U.S. hospital that can treat your medical
condition, regardless of whether an
emergency exists.
Medicare drug plans (Part D)

don’t cover prescription drugs you
buy outside the U.S.
If you get sick or injured while
abroad, in most cases you’ll pay
100 percent of the costs. In the situations described above, you pay 20
percent of the Medicare-approved
amount, and the Part B deductible
applies.
In the situations above, Medicare pays only for services covered
under Original Medicare:
—Medicare Part A (Hospital Insurance) covers hospital care (care
you get when you’ve been formally
admitted with a doctor’s order to
the foreign hospital as an inpatient).
—Part B covers emergency
and non-emergency ambulance
and doctor services you get immediately before and during your
covered foreign inpatient hospital
stay. Medicare generally won’t pay

for services (like return ambulance
trips home) in either of these cases:
1) Medicare didn’t cover your
hospital stay.
2) You got ambulance and doctor services outside the hospital
after your covered hospital stay
ended.
—You pay the part of the charge
you would normally pay for covered services. This includes any
medically necessary doctor and
ambulance services you get in a
foreign country as part of a covered
inpatient hospital stay. You also pay
the coinsurance, copayments, and
deductibles you’d normally pay
if you got these same services or
supplies inside the U.S.
The 50 states, the District of
Columbia, Puerto Rico, the U.S.
Virgin Islands, Guam, the Northern
Mariana Islands, and American

Samoa are considered part of the
United States.
Foreign hospitals aren’t required
to file Medicare claims for your
medical costs. You need to submit
an itemized bill to Medicare for
your doctor, inpatient, and ambulance services if both of these apply:
—You’re admitted to a foreign
hospital under one of the situations
above.
—The foreign hospital doesn’t
submit Medicare claims for you.
Safe travels!
*****
Greg Dill is Medicare’s regional administrator for Arizona,
California, Nevada, Hawaii, and
the Pacific Territories. You can get
answers to your Medicare questions
by visiting www.Medicare.gov or
calling 1-800-MEDICARE (1-800633-4227).

Scams come in many different forms

By Barbara Duckett
Social Security Public Affairs
Specialist in las Vegas
Social Security is at the forefront of keeping your online data
secure, but you play a vital role in
safeguarding your personal information too.
Scammers commonly target
people who are looking for Social
Security program and benefit information. You might receive an
advertisement in the mail, but it
could be from a private company or
even a scammer. U.S. law prohibits
people and businesses from using
words or emblems that mislead
others. Their advertising can’t
lead people to believe that they
represent, are somehow affiliated
with, or endorsed or approved by
Social Security or the Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid Services
(Medicare).
If you receive misleading information about Social Security, send
the complete advertisement, including the envelope it came in, to:
Office of the Inspector General
Fraud Hotline
Social Security Administration

P.O. Box 17768
Baltimore, MD 21235
Scams can also happen online.
A growing tactic for scammers is to
use online dating sites. According

to the United States Postal Inspection Service’s recent messaging,
before starting an internet-based
relationship, we should always keep
our personal details to ourselves

until you meet face-to-face. Next,
do an internet search of the other
person’s name and the town they
claim to be living in.
Here are indications that some-

one may not be who they say they
are:
—A mismatch between their
name and the name embedded in
their email address.
—There are obvious spelling
and grammar errors.
—They asked if you would
send or receive money/packages
on someone else’s behalf.
—They need money right away
due to a medical emergency, or
they need a visa or air tickets. Or,
a business opportunity arose that
was too good to turn down. Can
you wire a loan?
If anyone asks for your Social
Security number, never give it to
them. And if they are specifically
pretending to be from Social Security, please report the information to
the Office of the Inspector General
at 1-800-269-0271 or online at oig.
ssa.gov/report.
Protecting your information is
an important part of Social Security’s mission. You work hard and
make a conscious effort to save
and plan for retirement. For more
information, please visit oig.ssa.
gov/newsroom/scam-awareness.

curity.gov/ssnumber. In fact, you
may be able to quickly request a
replacement card online with a
my Social Security account, if you

meet certain qualifications, at www.
socialsecurity.gov/myaccount.
Verify your annual earnings and
review estimates of your future
Social Security benefits when you
access your Social Security Statement, one of the many services
available with a my Social Security
account at www.socialsecurity.gov/
myaccount.
Do you have to pay taxes on
Social Security benefits? How
do you apply for Social Security
retirement benefits? What is your
full retirement age? Discover the
answers to your Social Security
related questions at our Frequently
Asked Questions page at www.
socialsecurity.gov/faq.
With so many services available
online, Social Security is here for
you when your schedule allows.
And we’re the authority for Social
Security program and benefits
information. Be sure to tell friends
and family about all the business
they can do with us from the comfort of their home or office at www.
socialsecurity.gov.

Five Ways to Use Social Security Online

By Barbara Duckett
Social Security Public Affairs
Specialist in las Vegas
Social Security is here for you,
not just when you need us financially, but when you need accurate
information about our programs,
retirement, and more. There are
many online sources for Social Security information, but you need to
make sure you’re getting the right
information.
By using www.socialsecurity.
gov, you know that what you’re
reading and watching is approved
by our experts and specifically
created for you. Here are five of
our resources that can offer you
invaluable information.
Want access to our latest news,
retirement planning tips, and helpful information? Social Security
Matters is our blog at blog.socialsecurity.gov. From there, you can also
connect with us on Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, and YouTube, where
you can watch our popular videos.
Our online calculators, such as
the Retirement Estimator, the Life

Expectancy Calculator, and the Early or Late Retirement Calculator,
can be found at www.socialsecurity.
gov/planners/calculators.

Have you lost or misplaced
your Social Security card? Find
out how to get a new, replacement,
or corrected card at www.socialse-
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What You
Need To
Know
By Dr Nina Radcliff

Signs you are
dehydrated

By Dr. Nina Radcliff, MD
Everyone has done it. You
wake up late, rush to work skipping breakfast, next thing you
know it’s lunchtime and all you
have had to eat or drink is your
morning coffee — if that. So,
since dinner the night before
until midday is around 17 hours,
you’ve had but one paltry cup of
fluid and that just so happens to
be a diuretic.
You may be surprised to hear
that an estimated 90 percent of
Americans are walking around
dehydrated.
Dehydration is defined as “a
harmful reduction in the amount
of water in the body.”
Water is a vital nutrient and our
body needs water to stay alive, and
not having enough is harmful...
even deadly.
We are over 60 percent water
(two-thirds); our brain is over 80
percent water. To put these numbers in perspective, a 70-kilogram
adult (154 pounds) is about 42
Liters of water.
We need water in every single
one of our 3 trillion cells, to utilize
energy, for chemical processes,
and for maintaining life. Water is
essential for us to breathe, to think,
for our heart to pump blood to our
cells, for digestion, and so on and
so forth.
And, it influences 100 percent
of the processes that take place: it
regulates temperature, lubricates
joints, protects our brain and spinal cord, transports material, and
gets rid of wastes, to name a few.
The ability of water to dissolve
so many substances allows our
cells to use valuable nutrients,
minerals and chemicals in biological processes. In fact, to function
properly, all the cells and organs
of our body need water.
It is important to understand
that being hydrated is vital/important/crucial and how much
water intake we need daily. We
should also learn what the signs
and symptoms are of being dehydrated (what our body’s alarms
are).
How much water
do we need?
Every day, we lose or use about
2 quarts of water (approximately 8
cups or 2 Liters) through breathing, sweating, and digestion. At
the very minimum we need to replenish that amount. And too little
“in” or too much “out” can lead to
dehydration: not drinking enough
fluids; drinking fluids that are diuretics (cause you to urinate) such
as soda, certain teas, or coffee;
sweating too much from exercise
or heat; or diarrhea or vomiting.
What happens when we
do not get enough water?
Because it is essential to life,
our body has a number of alarms
that go off when our “well” is not
properly filled. Even a small decrease of 1 or 2 percent can cause
signs and symptoms. Let’s take for
example a 70 kg (154 pound adult)
who is about 42 Liters of water.
Being just half a liter or one liter
of water in the red has ill-effects.
Signs and Symptoms
of dehydration
Feeling thirsty is an obvious
clue that your body needs more
water. However, children, older
adults, and those who are chronically dehydrated may have a
decreased thirst sensation. And,
too, the signs and symptoms can
sometimes be subtle or non-specific (meaning can result from a
number of conditions). Thus, it is
important to listen to your body,
always — and to know what to
listen for.
Skin
Dehydrated skin lacks water
and manifests as lips that are
rough, flaking, cracked and red, or

as skin that has visible fine lines or
surface wrinkles, itches, appears
dull, or has and uneven tone and
complexion. And in cases when
dehydration is severe, under-eye
circles can appear or become
more pronounced, eyes can look
sunken, and shadows may appear
around the nose.
Fatigue, lethargy, tiredness
Not sure why you just don’t
have much energy? Research
shows that even mild dehydration can make you feel tired even
though you are well-rested. It is
believed that this is due to the
drop in blood pressure and, hence,
blood flow to the brain. If your
brain isn’t getting the right amount
of oxygen and nutrients it needs, it
will not function optimally.
Brain function
Our brain is quite a watery
organ — eighty percent of it is
water! It is no wonder that even
mild dehydration can impair
proper function such as thinking,
memory, reaction time, concentration, balance, and temperature
control. In one study, mild dehydration was shown to affect
driving, including drifting across
lanes and slowed reaction time
while braking.
Heart effects
Our heart pumps blood through
our blood vessels to each and
every single one of our body’s
three trillion cells. Blood is mostly
liquid, with the liquid being water
that has salts, gases, nutrients,
proteins, and red and white blood
cells and platelets. And when
we are dehydrated, the volume
of blood in vessels is decreased,
making it more concentrated and
viscous. Our heart has to work
harder to move viscous blood

throughout our body. And, our
vessels constrict to maintain
proper blood pressure, but that
means the heart has to generate
more force for every beat. And,
too, our heart rate increases (more
heartbeats) to compensate for the
decrease in blood volume, so the
cells can still get what they need.
Headaches and migraines
Dehydration causes our brain
to temporarily contract and pull
away from the skull, causing
our heads to ache. Additionally,
dehydration is one of the most
avoidable causes of migraines. In
a study published in the journal
Neurology, the frequency of migraines jumps almost 8 percent
for every 9-degree rise in temperature. In addition to brain volume
contraction, it is believed that the
loss of electrolytes that results
when we are dehydrated causes
nerves in the brain to produce
pain signals.
Bad breath
Our saliva moistens our food
and also has an antibacterial
effect. But not drinking enough
water can equate to less saliva.
And, when our mouth becomes
dry, it is easier for bacteria to settle
in, leading to the bad odor known
as bad breath.
Hunger and sugar cravings
We are unable to properly
break down fuel stored in our liver
when there is not enough water.
Our body goes into panic mode
and signals are sent to “Eat!”
so we can get the fuel we need.
Often, we crave for sugary foods

to provide quick fuel. So the next
time you feel hungry or have a
sweet tooth, drink a cup or two of
water first. You may not actually
be hungry.
Constipation
Not having enough water in our
bodies can make our stool more
solid and decrease transit through
our gut. This is because water gets
soaked up in the large intestines as
our body attempts to tap into any
available source.
Anxiety
Dehydration elicits a stress
response from our body that there
is a danger, and we need to do
something about it. The body’s
stress response is accompanied by
anxious thoughts, worry, and fear
so that the mind can coordinate
with our body and help us to fight
or flee a situation. Additionally, an
increase in heart rate can, in and of
itself, make us feel anxious.
How can I prevent
dehydration?
Drink enough water! Most
adults need approximately 2 liters
of water a day (those with kidney
and heart failure may need less
and it is always important to speak
with your doctor when you have
a question). While it can require
an adjustment period to get up
to speed, it is feasible and there
are numerous benefits. Some tips
include:
—Track how much water you
drink on a notepad, phone app,
or journal
—Drink a glass of water first
thing in the morning

—Drink a glass of water before every meal, with the added
benefit that it can decrease how
much food and, hence, calories
you consume
—Carry a water bottle with you
to help you meet your quota
—Drink a glass of water before
exercising
—If you had an increase sweat
session from heat or working
out, make sure to drink a few
extra glasses. Not sure if you
had enough? Look at your urine.
Light, straw colored urine is
usually a good sign that you are
hydrated
—Reach for water instead of
soda or other flavored drink. If you
drink coffee or tea, make sure to
also drink an equivalent amount of
water to combat the diuretic effect.
—Flavor your water with fruit,
lemon, lime, or cucumbers to add
some zing
—Add fruit and veggies with
a high water content, such as cucumbers, zucchini or watermelon,
to your diet
*****
This article is for general information only and should not be
used for the diagnosis or treatment
of medical conditions and cannot
substitute for the advice from your
medical professional. Dr. Nina
has used all reasonable care in
compiling the current information
but it may not apply to you and
your symptoms. Always consult a
doctor or other health care professional for diagnosis and treatment
of medical conditions.
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