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“I may disapprove of what you say, but I will defend to the death your right to say it” — Voltaire

Trump’s visit to small Nevada town highlights
importance of rural voters to state Republicans

By Dan Merica
CNN — When former President Donald
Trump touched down in Minden, Nevada,
on Saturday to campaign for a slate of Republican candidates, he landed in a town
of just under 3,500 people — about 0.1
percent of the state’s population.
It’s a tiny stop for the former President,
who rode stronger-than-expected turnout in
rural stretches of the country like Minden to
the White House in 2016. But it highlights
just how important rural counties are to Nevada Republicans such as Senate nominee
Adam Laxalt and gubernatorial hopeful Joe
Lombardo in the critical midterm elections.
“We believe that rural Nevada is the key
to turning our state back,” Laxalt said during
a stop late last year in Winnemucca, a mining town of under 8,000 people in northern
Humboldt County.
Nevada, which Trump lost twice, represents one of the biggest tests for Democratic

My Point
of
View
By Rolando Larraz
The My Point of View
opinions went blank on
February 8, 2022 in memory of the founder and editor-in-chief of this publication, Rolando Larraz, who
during the last 25 years
expressed his point of view
and opinions on matters of
interest to this community.

power in the 2022 midterms. The party holds
all but one statewide office in Nevada, and
Democratic presidential nominees have carried the state in every election since 2008,
buoyed by the strength of the late Democratic
Senate leader Harry Reid‘s so-called Reid
Machine. But those Democratic margins have
been declining and after closures around the
coronavirus pandemic dramatically affected
Nevada’s tourism-centric economy, Republicans see a strong chance to make gains in
the state, hanging their hopes on Lombardo’s
bid to unseat Democratic Gov. Steve Sisolak
and Laxalt’s challenge to Democratic Sen.
Catherine Cortez Masto.
A CNN poll released on Thursday found
no clear leader in either race: Laxalt and
Lombardo had the support of 48 percent of
likely voters compared with 46 percent for
Cortez Masto and Sisolak.
The same poll was littered with warning
(See Trump Visits Rural Nevada, Page 3)

In praise of Joey Gilbert
By Chuck Muth
Nobody enjoys eating a crap sandwich, even
if lathered in ketchup with an avocado on top.
I remember well, years ago, my boss directing me to apologize to a bone-headed political
adversary who I sure as heck didn’t think deserved it. But the reality was it had to be done.
So I sucked it up, buttercup, and ate that
crap-burger. But mine was nothing compared
to the whopper former Republican gubernatorial
candidate Joey Gilbert downed on Tuesday.
Joey, a first-time candidate, came in an
impressive second in the GOP primary back in
June on the wings of the most passionate group
of supporters of any campaign this year.
And after the loss, he voiced some serious
concerns about the security of our elections
here in Nevada and filed a unsuccessful lawsuit

over them.
That legal challenge is now over, with Joey
telling Mark Robison of the Reno Gazette-Journal on Tuesday that he will not be appealing the
decision.
“When I noticed that what I was doing was
going to produce a result different than what I
intended, I’m not too big of a man to realize I
made a mistake. … I realized that as well-intentioned as this might have been initially, now
I could potentially hurt some folks and hurt the
mission I originally went on, so I’m gonna have
to change it. I’m gonna have to abandon it.”
That mission?
“Get Steve Sisolak out. … I dislike Steve
Sisolak more than I could probably put into
words and definitely more than my own personal
(See Transparency, Page 2)

Las Vegas stabbing spree suspect
in US illegally, has criminal record

By Patrick Reilly
New York Post
The man charged with fatally
stabbing two people and wounding
six others during a crazed rampage
on the Las Vegas strip was in the
United States illegally and has a
criminal record, according to a
report.
The 32-year-old alleged attacker, Yoni Barrios, is a Guatemalan
national with a criminal record in
California, a source with US Immigration and Customs Enforcement
confirmed to Fox News.
Barrios was charged with two
counts of open murder with a
deadly weapon and six counts of

Las Vegas stabbing spree suspect Yoni Barrios is a
Guatemalan national who was in the country illegally.

attempted murder in the senseless
broad-daylight attack.
The deadly stabbing spree began
11:42 a.m. local time on Thursday
on South Las Vegas Boulevard,
near two major casinos — the Wynn
Las Vegas and the Resorts World
Casino.
Barrios had asked a group of
women dressed as showgirls to take
a picture of him with a knife. When
they declined, he began his alleged
deadly stabbing frenzy. Maris
Digionvanni, 30, was killed in the
attack, the girls’ boss told The Post.
The suspect told police that he
“thought the women were laughing
(See Stabbing Spree, Page 4)

Cortez Masto trails in poll of key Nevada Senate race

By Julia Shapero
The Hill
Sen. Catherine Cortez Masto
(D-Nev.) is trailing her Republican
opponent, Adam Laxalt, by 2 points
in her bid for reelection, according
to a new CNN poll released on
Thursday.
With just over four weeks left
until Election Day, 48 percent of
likely voters said they support
Laxalt, compared to the 46 percent
that said they back Cortez Masto,

according to the poll.
However, Cortez Masto leads
Laxalt among the full group of
registered voters that were polled,
47 percent to 44 percent.
Cortez Masto was also viewed
more favorably overall than her Republican opponent, the poll found.
Forty-five percent of both likely
and registered voters said they had
a favorable view of the incumbent
senator, compared to the 39 percent
of likely voters and 35 percent of

registered voters who said the same
of Laxalt.
The races for Nevada governor
and secretary of state also remained
tight, according to the poll.
Republican gubernatorial candidate Joe Lombardo held a 2-point
lead over Gov. Steve Sisolak (D)
among likely voters in the poll,
while Republican secretary of
state candidate Jim Marchant led
his Democratic opponent, Cisco
(See Cortez Masto, Page 4)

How different would America be today if Trump were still president?

By Wayne Allyn Root
This is the easiest column I’ve
ever written. It’s so simple to imagine what America would be like
today if former President Donald
Trump were still president. What
a tragedy that we allowed a braindead, feeble, confused, old man
with dementia and diapers, and his
radical, anti-American, globalist,
communist handlers to destroy the
greatest country in world history —
in only 22 months.
Let’s start with the obvious. How

did this happen? There is evidence
that suggests the 2020 election was
stolen. That’s how they removed
Trump from office and installed a
man who doesn’t know who he is,
where he is or what he’s doing. A
man who can’t put two sentences
together, and who can’t attract more
than 20 people in concentric circles
to his speeches — yet they want us
to suspend reality and believe he
got 81 million votes — the most in
history. Bizarre.
(See Wayne Allyn Root, Page 2)
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Big Announcement: Introducing “Red-Pilled Raven”!
By Chuck Muth
If you remember the movie The
Matrix, actor Keanu Reeves’ character, Neo, was offered two pills.
The red one promised an awakening to reality that would prove to
be difficult and painful. The blue
one promised blissful ignorance,
comfort and security.
Neo took the red one, opting for
difficult truths over comfortable
falsehoods — kinda like the difference between “red” states and
“blue” states.
These days, “red-pilled” is a
slang term for a liberal whose been
mugged by reality and has switched
from Democrat to Republican. And
with that said…
Last spring, I attended a Turning
Point USA event at UNLV where
Nevada State Assemblywoman
Annie Black was speaking. Afterwards about a dozen of us retired
to Ichabod’s Lounge for some food
and adult beverages.
It was there that I met Raven

RAVEN OMOJOLA

Omojola, Citizen Outreach’s new
Executive Director.
You’re gonna luv her — and
read to the end for info on meeting
her at our welcoming party this
Thursday!
OK, the first thing you should
know about Raven is that she’s the
daughter of immigrant parents. Her
mom’s a white liberal from Germany; her dad’s a black conservative
from Nigeria. So she didn’t grow up
in a philosophically homogenous
home. She’s seen and heard both
sides all her life.
In addition, though born in Las
Vegas, Raven spent her summers

at boarding schools in Europe…so
she’s lived international culture unlike most American-born citizens.
Secondly, Raven’s young, smart,
fun, politically active and certainly
not afraid to share her opinion with
anyone who asks. Oh, and she’s
also been “red-pilled.”
So was I — though we didn’t
call it that back in the day. I was
born and raised in a Democrat
household in the 1970’s, but re-registered with the GOP shortly after
high school during what we old
Democrats-turned-Republican
called the Reagan Revolution.
But back to Raven. She, too,

started out on the “dark side.”
“I became a Democrat after high
school because I thought they were
the party that helps people,” she recalls. “But as I got older, I realized
my father, a hard-core conservative,
had been right all along.
“The only way to really help
people is through economic prosperity,” she continues. “Democrats
not only victimize people, but the
party uses mentally abusive tactics
to keep people thinking they ‘need’
the party to save them.”
Raven got involved politically in
2012 when she was an 18-year-old
(See Red-Pilled Raven, Page 4)

TRIBUNE
VOL. 24, NO. 35
FOUNDER
Rolando Larraz
PUBLISHER
AND
GENERAL MANAGER
Perly Viasmensky
MANAGING EDITOR
Maramis Choufani
PRODUCTION
Don Snook
ASSOCIATE EDITOR
Colleen Lloyd
INVESTIGATIVE REPORTER
Kenneth A. Wegner

For advertising
rates, deadlines
call 702-426-6022
Las Vegas Tribune is published
weekly at 717 So. 9th Street,
Las Vegas, Nevada 89101.
Main Number: (702) 426-6022
RadioTribune Call-in Number
(702) 983-0711
Website:
LasVegasTribune.com
All rights reserved. Statements,
opinions and points of view
expressed by the writers are
their own and do not necessarily
represent those of the publisher. Information, including prices
and times, is considered correct
at the time of publishing but
may change without notice.
Las Vegas Tribune assumes
no responsibility for unsolicited
manuscripts, transparencies
or other submitted materials.
For return, please enclose a
self-addressed stamped envelope.
Las Vegas Tribune
published weekly by the
Tribune Media Group
David A. Rifkin, Executive Vice President

Quote of the Week:

“Columbus kidnapped and
enslaved more than a thousand
people on Hispaniola.”
—Laurence Bergreen,
Columbus biographer

Please Note:

Although the Las Vegas Tribune is open to all and sundry
opinions about what we publish,
we wish to inform all those who
choose to submit their opinions
in writing to refrain from threatening anyone about whom an
article is written or the writer of
the article. In other words, any
opinions containing threats will
not be published. We thank you
for adhering to this policy.

Mission Statement

We search for the truth, embrace the truth, and print the
truth. If we inadvertently print
something that is not true, we
will let our readers know. We are
open to documented information
to shed light on any issue of
concern to our readers. We are
of service to our community, and
it is our intention to serve our
community the best way we can.

Peaceful protest before the governor’s office in Las Vegas

By Perly Visamensky
Las Vegas Tribune
Mothers and relatives of inmates of Nevada prisoners gathered in a
peaceful protest before the governor’s office in Las Vegas last Thursday.
They are asking for prison reform. Blanca Gonzalez-Rivera has been
denied visitation with her son for several weeks. The last information

Joey Gilbert

(Continued from Page 1)
ambitions. I got in this fight to save
this state from someone that I truly
believe has been the worst governor
the state’s ever seen. And I came to
the realization we’re not going to
get anywhere here (with the election
fraud lawsuit).”
Joey added…
“When I heard through some
friends that Steve Sisolak’s team
was high-fiving and was really
enjoying the fact that there was
this huge rift between Lombardo
and me — and it was only splitting
things further (among Republicans)
and it was good for them — that
made me sick. … I had to check my
ego and my own personal feelings
at the door and do what’s best for
the state.”

And for the record…
“Let me say I’ve never accused
Joe Lombardo of doing anything.
Unfortunately, if you have a contested election, you have to contest
it against (your opponent). But I’ve
never said he did anything.”
And legitimate concerns about
the security of our elections aside,
Joey has a message for those
Republicans and conservatives
who are threatening not to vote in
November…
“I do believe there are games
played with our elections. But I
believe the only way to overcome
it is to turn out the vote in such
a massive number that you can
overwhelm (the results) whether
there are algorithms or there are
guys in the back throwing out cer-

Wayne Allyn Root
(Continued from Page 1)
And look what they did to
us after rigging and stealing the
election. They quickly put a plan
in place to disassemble America:
overwhelm the economy, make
America poor, destroy the middle
class, make America unsafe and
open the borders, making America
foreign to Americans.
And as a bonus, they put in
place a disastrous foreign policy
of liberal weakness, wokeness and
appeasement that has set the entire
world on fire.
Now World War III is upon
us. Not just any World War, but a
nuclear war that threatens to end
the world as we know it. I’ve been
warning about this for months.
Days ago, President Joe Biden
agreed. He announced we are closer to “nuclear Armageddon” (his
words) than at any time since the
Cuban missile crisis.
What a fine job you’ve done,
Joe. And in record time!
Now let’s look at exactly where
we’d be if Trump was still president of the United States. Yes,
I’m a pretty sharp and successful
businessman — and I believe with
every bone in my body that Trump
is the rightful, 100 percent legitimate president. This should never
have happened.
If Trump were still president ...
We would have energy independence. We’d be selling our oil and

gas to other countries all over the
world. Gas would be $3 per gallon,
and middle-class Americans would
be enjoying low prices and record
prosperity.
OPEC would no longer have
power over our lives, and we certainly would not be begging our
socialist enemy Venezuela for an
oil deal.
We would have low to zero
inflation. Groceries would cost
dramatically less than they do now.
Middle-class consumers would be
dancing in the aisles.
The stock market would be thousands of points higher. Trillions of
dollars have been lost since Biden
became president. All those trillions
would be back in the hands of consumers, business owners and the
retirement accounts of Americans.
Russia would have never invaded Ukraine — so, not only would
there be no threat of World War
III or “nuclear Armageddon,” but
American taxpayers would have an
extra $100 billion still in the bank
(that’s the money we’ve given away
to President Volodymyr Zelensky
and his Ukrainian mafia and Nazi
cronies).
North Korea wouldn’t be shooting rockets over Japan. Iran would
be broke — starved of funding by
Trump.
The Taliban would not have $80
billion of our military equipment.
And 13 U.S. soldiers would still be

she received is that her son has been transported to a local hospital that
he is in Intensive Care.
This is her only child; she now feels that her son has been kidnapped
by the State of Nevada.
Someone needs to give this mother an answer of the condition of
her son and allow her to see him.

tain ballots. The only way to beat
it is to get everybody you can to
vote.” Bingo!
As I’ve noted here previously,
Donald Trump lost Nevada by
33,000 votes.
But over 112,000 registered
Republicans stayed home and sat
on their hands in 2020.
The easiest way to lose a race
is if your voters concede the game
without even playing it.
I know how painful it is to abandon a righteous fight. Went through
the exact same thing some 20+
years ago when we had the signatures to put a paycheck protection
initiative on the ballot but political
reality forced us not to turn the
signatures in.
That hurt.

So I feel Joey’s pain. But he’s
doing the right thing. One, Sisolak
sucks and needs to go. Two, Joey
has a bright political future in Nevada if he wants it and choosing
your battles is the mark of a wise
politician.
I know this was a tough, bitter
decision to make. But as a boxer,
Joey understands that sometimes
you just have to accept a loss, learn
from it, and come back to fight
another day.
His supporters should be proud
of him.
I know I am.
*****
Chuck Muth is president of Citizen Outreach, publisher of Nevada
News & Views and blogs at Muths
Truths.com.

alive, looking forward to Christmas
at home with their families.
Our cities would not have been
destroyed by the worst crime wave
in history — simply because Trump
doesn’t allow violent criminals
to walk free while defunding and
demoralizing police. A large percentage of police would not have
retired in the past 22 months. We’d
have plenty of cops to keep us safe.
How many Americans out of the
tens of thousands murdered since
Biden took over would be alive and
looking forward to Christmas with
their families?
Brittney Griner, the WNBA star
in a Russian prison cell, would be
home with her family. Trump and
Putin would have negotiated her
release in a matter of days.
There would certainly not be
87,000 new IRS agents hired to
harass, intimidate and bankrupt the
American people.
Although Trump and I disagree
on the COVID-19 vaccine, if
Trump were still president, millions
of Americans would never have
been forced to take the experimental jab or risk losing their job.
Trump is strongly against mandates. He would never have forced
one American to take the vaccine
against his or her will.
How many Americans would
still be alive or uninjured today,
if never forced to take the vaccine
by Biden’s mandate? How many

would still have their jobs?
I saved the most important for
last: open borders. With Trump
in the White House, we’d have a
secure border. That means 5 million new migrants allowed in since
Biden became president wouldn’t
be in our country. How many billions of dollars would be saved?
Think of all the criminals who
have come through that open
border. How many Americans
murdered in the past 22 months
would still be alive? How many
communities and schools would
be safer?
If Trump were still president,
America would be a much nicer,
wealthier, healthier and safer place.
There’d be prosperity instead of inflation. We’d still be dominating the
world, instead of facing World War
III. America would be great again.
What a difference. Night and
day. Life and death.
*****
Wayne Allyn Root is known as
“the Conservative Warrior.” “The
Great Patriot Protest & Boycott
Book” is Wayne’s new #1 bestseller.
Wayne is a CEO, entrepreneur and
host of the nationally-syndicated
“Wayne Allyn Root: Raw & Unfiltered” aired daily in Las Vegas on
KMZQ, 670 AM from 3 p.m. to 7
p.m. and the “WAR RAW” podcast.
Read Wayne’s commentaries and
see his videos at ROOTforAmerica.
com
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Have gas prices got you down?
Remember this in November…
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By Chuck Muth
In a recent letter-to-the-editor published
by the Las Vegas Review-Journal, David
Lyons — speaking pretty much for all of
us — wrote…
“I found a gas receipt from a station (in
Las Vegas) from October 15, 2020 when I
paid $2.39 a gallon. I needed gas last week
and went to the same place and had to pay
$5.29.”
The next time you’re filling up your car
at the gas station — and pondering a second
mortgage to pay for it — don’t forget, or let
anyone else forget, who’s responsible…
—Democrats control the White House
—Democrats control the US Senate
—Democrats control the House of Representatives
—Democrats control both of Nevada’s
US Senate seats
—Democrats control 3 of 4 of Nevada’s
congressional seats
—Democrats control the Nevada governor’s office
—Democrats control the State Senate
—Democrats control the State Assembly
—Democrats control 5 of 6 statewide
constitutional offices
—Democrats hold every one of Clark
County’s commission seats
They all supported putting decrepit Joe
Biden in the White House. They’ve all
supported his war on domestic energy —
especially the Keystone pipeline. And they
all supported his “blue state bailout” that’s
driven inflation through the roof, especially
in Nevada.
The Senate is evenly divided, 50-50. If
either of Nevada’s Democrat U.S. senators
had withheld their vote on crucial pieces of

bad legislation, we wouldn’t be in the shape
we’re in today.
Ditto Democrat members of the narrowly
divided House.
At the state level, it’s simple. Democrat
Gov. Steve Sisolak could have called a special session months ago to at least temporarily
cut Nevada’s ridiculously high gas tax to
provide Nevadans some relief at the pump.
He didn’t.
And Democrats in the Legislature, absent
action by the governor, could have called
themselves into a special session to help
Nevadans. They didn’t.
Other Democrat elected officials could
have spoken up publicly against Biden’s farleft policies and pushed the White House to
move in a more rational direction and called
for a special session. They haven’t.
So the current miserable state of economic
affairs in Nevada is all on them… every last

Trump Visits Rural Nevada
(Continued from Page 1)
signs for Democrats. Forty-four
percent of registered Nevada voters
said the country would be better
off if Republicans are in control
of Congress, compared with 35
percent who said it wouldn’t be.
More Republican voters in Nevada
said they were extremely motivated
to vote — 62 percent versus 52
percent for Democrats. And 41
percent of voters said the economy
was the most important issue in the
midterms, something Republicans
have used to hammer Democrats.
Nevada has been home to one
of the most dramatic and politically
important urban-rural divides in
recent years. And that split could
prove even more pivotal in November, given the tightness of the
Senate and gubernatorial contests.
Rural voters make up a tiny fraction of Nevada’s electorate, with
the state’s major urban centers —
Clark County, home to Las Vegas,
and Washoe County, home to Reno
— making up nearly 90 percent of
Nevada’s population of some 3.1
million. According to a study by
Iowa State University, Nevada’s
rural population fell from nearly 20
percent of the state in 1970 to less
than 6 percent in 2010.
The urbanization of Nevada has
long allowed Democratic candidates in the state to run on one strategy: Run up the vote total around
Las Vegas, win narrowly or at least
stay competitive in the Reno area
and lose big in rural Nevada. Cortez
Masto, the first Latina elected to the
Senate, followed this strategy in
2016 when she lost every Nevada
county, except Clark, but still won
a first term by over 2 points.
In recent years, that strategy paid
even greater dividends as Washoe
County, the second largest in the
state, has tilted toward Democrats.
Democratic presidential candidates
have carried Washoe County in
the last four presidential elections,
while Sisolak and the state’s junior
senator, Jacky Rosen, both won the
county in 2018.
That has put more pressure on
Nevada Republicans to not only
close the gap in Clark and Washoe
counties but to also boost as much
turnout as possible in rural areas.

Whether that “rural first” strategy can even lead to wins any more
is an open question, according to
David Damore, a political science
professor at University of Nevada,
Las Vegas.
“It’s a huge part of the Republican playbook, but every year it
is smaller and smaller,” he said
of GOP attempts to turn out rural
voters. “It’s all about cutting the
margin in Clark. What has happened is, even though Trump did
that last time, Washoe is becoming
more liberal. … It is a little bit of
a whack-a-mole game for Republicans.”
Testing the strategy
Laxalt knows the pressure he
faces firsthand. When he successfully ran for state attorney
general in 2014, he became the
only statewide candidate in recent decades to lose both Clark
and Washoe counties but win
the election when he narrowly
defeated Democrat Ross Miller.
Laxalt did what a statewide
Republican candidate needed do
in Nevada in that race: He kept
the margins down in Clark and
Washoe — losing the former by
less than 6 points and the latter by
1 point — and posted strong margins across the rest of the state.
Laxalt also knows it’s not
a perfect strategy. Nevada’s
increased urbanization has put
a strain on that rural-focused
strategy as evidenced by Laxalt’s
4-point loss to Sisolak in 2018. In
that race, Laxalt once again lost
both Clark and Washoe, but this
time by wider margins, including losing the Las Vegas area by
nearly 14 points.
Laxalt, on multiple tours
through rural Nevada during his
Senate campaign, has stressed
the area’s importance to his
success. At the same time, he’s
had to walk a fine line between
raising false claims about the
validity of the 2020 election,
including Republican concerns
about vote-counting in Clark
County, and the need to boost
rural turnout.
Laxalt has done so by raising
baseless questions about Clark
County elections while stressing

one of them.
I think the philospher Eric Cartman of
South Park put it best when he said, “Democrats p*ss me off!”
With that said, don’t forget…
Donald Trump lost Nevada by 33,000
votes in 2020.
But 112,000 REGISTERED Republicans
stayed home and didn’t vote in that election.
Unless you want to see four more years
of Gov. Steve Sisolak’s Reign of Error, you
better vote this time around and vote for Joe
Lombardo.
Remember in November.
*****
BREAKING: Sisolak
Loses Teachers’ Union
Citing ongoing problems with teacher
shortages, violence in the classroom, and the
“2 years of lost education (students) will never get back” due to the Sisolak Shutdown, the
Clark County Education Association (CCEA)
announced this morning that it “cannot support Steve Sisolak for reelection.”
“This moment requires State Leadership
to step up,” the union noted after several
interviews with the governor. “We expected
to hear a plan to address these issues over the
next four years; and we did not.”
Since he’s a Republican, the CCEA also
isn’t endorsing Joe Lombardo. But that was
never expected. On the other hand, getting
blown off by “the largest educator union in
the country” is a dagger right through Sisolak’s heart.
When you’re a Democrat and lose the
CCEA…
*****
Join Me, Some Young Conservatives
& Oscar Goodman for Rightoberfest!

to rural voters that their votes
matter.
“In the end of the day, rural
Nevada can provide 75,000-vote
cushions, so rural Nevada still
matters,” he told an audience in
Fallon in late 2021. “Rural Nevada
is discouraged. They think Vegas
is all that matters. Not true. The
vote block out of rural Nevada still
makes a huge difference.”
Brian Freimuth, a spokesman
for Laxalt, said in a statement that
the Republican’s effort “is the most
well-traveled campaign in the state”
and has “hosted events in every
rural county, dozens of rural meet
& greets, a cattle drive, and events
with ranchers and farmers.”
“Rural Nevadans know that
Adam’s record on water rights, the
second amendment, sage grouse,
and fighting federal overreach make
him the best candidate in this race,”
said Freimuth.

One of the first things Raven Omojola,
our new executive director, recommended
when we brought her onboard was to reach
out more to the youth vote.
So with that in mind, Citizen Outreach
Foundation has teamed up with the UNLV
Conservative Union to put on a FUN event
in Las Vegas on Saturday, October 22, 2022
from noon to 4:00 pm.
“Rightoberfest: Youth Leadership Summit” is generously being sponsored by RE/
MAX American Made…and the keynote
address will be delivered by His Honor, the
incomparable Oscar Goodman!
The event is open to the public and includes…
—FREE Admission
—FREE Parking
—FREE Speech!
Doors open at noon. Program to start at
12:30 pm.
—Introductions
—Panel: Crime & Punishment
—Speaker (to be announced)
—Panel: Education & School Choice
—Keynote Address: Former Las Vegas
Mayor Oscar Goodman
—Happy Hour “Rightoberfest” Mixer
with Oscar (“Let the martinis fly!)
Panelists include Stavros Anthony, Rodney Taylor, Drew Johnson, Marcos Lopez &
Charlie De La Paz.
WHERE: Rock Star Bar & Grill (across
the Strip from Town Square) 6730 Las
Vegas Blvd South, Las Vegas, NV 891193311. Phone: (702) 897-9500
*****
Chuck Muth is president of Citizen Outreach, publisher of Nevada News & Views
and blogs at MuthsTruths.com.

Cortez Masto, arguably the
most vulnerable Democratic Senate incumbent in the country, has
focused much of her campaign on
tying Laxalt to Trump. Laxalt, who
was a co-chair of Trump’s 2020
campaign in Nevada, was central
to filing election lawsuits seeking
to overturn the presidential result
in the state, which Biden won by
2 points. Those lawsuits did not
change the election result.
Cortez Masto has also looked
to cut into Laxalt’s advantage in
rural areas.
A former state attorney general
herself, she embarked on a rural
tour of Nevada in August, campaigning in communities such as
Ely, Elko, Winnemucca and Fallon
— all with populations of less than
20,000 people.
“When I became your US senator, it was just as important to me
to get out and talk to Nevadans,

because here’s the deal: To me, it is
about all of us succeeding and that
rising tide lifting all of us,” she said
in Ely. “At the end of the day, your
party affiliation, your background is
about making sure your families are
successful, your businesses are successful, we’re all in this together.”
Cortez Masto has been endorsed
by several rural Republican leaders,
such as former Winnemucca Mayor Di An Putnam and Ely Mayor
Nathan Robertson, who said in a
statement that the incumbent will
“continue working hard in the Senate to champion issues important to
all rural Nevadans.”
In response to a question from
CNN about Trump rallying with
Laxalt in rural Nevada, Cortez Masto spokesman Josh Marcus-Blank
said, “No one did more to overturn
the 2020 election for Donald Trump
than Adam Laxalt, and he is once
again being rewarded.”

Mail Boxes For Rent

only $15/month
Must pay 3 months in advance
We also can receive
UPS and FedEx

MAIL BY RENEE

(Under New Management)

716 South 10th Street • Las Vegas, NV 90101
For more information come by or call
(702) 262-0703
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DOJ investigation finds that Nevada is
unnecessarily institutionalizing children

By Dana Gentry
Nevada Current
Nevada is violating federal law
by unnecessarily institutionalizing
children with behavioral health
disabilities, according to a report
issued Tuesday on an investigation
of the state by the U.S. Department
of Justice.
The state is responding with a
$43 million investment in community-based programs, but the oneshot funding from the American
Rescue Plan leaves the provision of
future services in question.
“The governor has made the
commitment to not raise taxes,”
says former state Sen. Patricia
Farley, a child welfare advocate,
who fears the one-time infusion of
money won’t be enough to salvage
the programs in the long run.. “I
don’t know where the money is
going to come from. And these are
not one-shot funding programs.
This is addressing a long sustained
civil rights issue.”
Gov. Steve Sisolak’s office noted he is budgeting to sustain the
programs, but did not say how the
state will fund them once the ARP
dollars have dried up.
The report says given the lack
of community-based resources,
hospitals in Nevada are a primary
source of behavioral health care and
a “gateway to long-term residential
placements.” Subjecting children
to unnecessary institutionalization
violates Title II of the Americans
with Disabilities Act.
“Over 1,700 of Nevada’s children were admitted to a hospital

for psychiatric care in fiscal year
2020,” the report found. “That same
year, over 480 children received
services in residential treatment
facilities.”
Children are remaining in residential placements for nine months
to a year, on average, the report
says.
“Many stay even longer—27
percent of the children admitted
to residential treatment facilities
between August and October of
2019 stayed for over a year,” the
DOJ wrote.

The Current reported last year
on the DOJ’s investigation into the
state’s placement of hundreds of
youth in facilities as far away as
New York.
The DOJ found the state lacks
community-based services such as
intensive in-home services, crisis
services, care coordination, respite,
therapeutic foster care, and other
“family-based supports. As a result,
hundreds of Nevada children are
segregated for months, often very
far from home,” says the DOJ’s
statement.

The report says most children
in a recent sample of residential
placements did not receive behavioral support services from the state
before or after placement. Less than
one-fifth of children with behavioral health disabilities received
intensive care coordination through
wraparound services in 2020.
“Children with disabilities
should receive the services they
need to remain with their families
and in their communities,” said
Assistant Attorney General Kristen
Clarke of the Justice Department’s

Civil Rights Division. “The Civil
Rights Division looks forward to
working with Nevada to bring the
State into compliance with federal
law and prevent the unnecessary
institutionalization of children.”
“We believe that the ARP recommendations for improvements in
the children’s mental health system
will be transformational in addressing the gaps in children’s mental
health services in the state,” said
Barbara Buckley, executive director
of Legal Aid Center of Southern
Nevada and former speaker of the
Nevada Assembly. “If you examine
the package developed by those
who collaborated on this for over a
year, you will see each level in the
continuum of services addressed.”
“Why did we have to have a
DOJ finding to get here?” asks
Farley, adding the lack of funding
for behavioral health “has been
brought up every legislative session. And whether it be Republican
or Democrat, these budgets were
always cut.”
The governor said in a statement
that Nevada has failed to invest in
“appropriate health resources for
our children and our families….”
and says he’s committed to working
with the DOJ to create “lasting systemic changes… Funds are already
being built into my recommended
budget…”
“It is significant that the Governor and many legislators expressed
their support for continuing these
programs in the future, even if
future state funding was required,”
Buckley said.

(Continued from Page 2)
college student at UNLV. And she’s
been actively involved in politics
ever since. And by active, I’m not
talking about just licking envelopes.
Raven was president of the
UNLV Young Democrats, vicechair of the Young Democrats of
Nevada and the first Nevadan elected as the National Council Vice
Chair of the College Democrats of
America.
But it increasingly became an
uncomfortable fit, especially as
national Democrats moved leftward
from simple liberals to outright
socialists. In fact, the socialist wing
of the Dems took over the entire
Nevada party organization a yearand-a-half ago.
“I was regularly referred to
as ‘Republican Raven’ for not
conforming to the Dem’s agenda
and questioning the dumb things
they would say,” Raven, a big gun
rights supporter, recalls. “I was
always a staunch moderate who
was extremely annoyed by the
establishment.”
Her refusal to get with the program and follow the Democrats’
agenda without question led to
being “unofficially” black-listed
by late-Sen. Harry Reid…a badge

of honor she wears proudly…and
kicked off the Nevada Dems executive board by then-Democrat Party
Chairman “Li’l Bill” McCurdy.
But back to our night at Ichabod’s…
Over the course of several shots
of tequila and some most-excellent
bar food, I learned that Raven was
working on a congressional campaign in California for a Democrat
candidate but was interested in
learning how to do fundraising.
And as it just so happened, I was
looking for someone to help Citizen
Outreach raise money to expand our
campaign training and other programs… including bringing back
our happy hour events (see below
for next one) and the Conservative
Leadership Conference.
“I got a brand new pair of roller
skates. You got a brand new key.”
Raven’s been with us ever since
— though I’m just now getting
around to making it “official.”
Thanks to Raven taking so much
off my plate, I’ve recently had time
to start writing Muth’s Truths a little
more often. And its full return is
entirely dependent on how well she
does in her new job — not to put
any pressure on her or anything!
I’m very happy to have “Red-

Pilled Raven” on our team. But
even happier to have yet another
young, intelligent and energetic
member of the conservative/libertarian movement in Nevada.
Lord knows, we need ‘em. I
ain’t gettin’ any younger!
So please join me in welcoming
Raven to the family. You can reach
her at raven@citizenoutreach.com.

Better yet…come meet her in
person.
We’re gonna hold an informal “Politics on the Rocks” happy-hour/meet-p/welcome-reception
this Thursday at 5:00 pm at Atomic
Liquors (917 Fremont Street) in
downtown Las Vegas.
The weather is great this time of
year and Atomic has a big outdoor

patio, great food, drink specials
AND… free parking!
But you have to be 21+.
And don’t be surprised if Raven
is handing out “red pills”!
*****
Chuck Muth is president of Citizen Outreach, publisher of Nevada
News & Views and blogs at Muths
Truths.com.

(Continued from Page 1)
Aguilar, by 3 points. However, both
races were statistically tied among
the larger pool of registered voters.
The economy and inflation was
by far the biggest issue for voters,
with 44 percent of voters listing it

as their top issue. The next biggest
issue was abortion at 14 percent.
The poll was conducted by
SSRS from Sept. 26 to Oct. 2
among 926 registered voters, with
a margin of error of 4.7 percentage
points.

(Continued from Page 1)
at him and making fun of his clothing,” according to a police report
obtained by KKTV.
He then fled and allegedly killed
47-year-old Brent Allan Hallet,
with what police described as a
“large knife with a long blade.”
He was followed by concerned
witnesses who called 911.
Among those who were injured,
one victim underwent surgery and
remains in critical condition. Two
victims are in serious condition

while the remaining three are
reported to be in fair condition,
KKTV reported.
Barrios was detained by security guards from the Sands with
Metropolitan Police officers while
running on a Strip sidewalk, police
said.
He’s currently being held in the
Clark County Detention Center.
He made his first court appearance on Friday where he was
ordered to remain in custody, according to KKTV.

The state is responding with a $43 million investment in community-based programs, but the one-shot
funding from the American Rescue Plan leaves the provision of future services in question.
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California offers to cut back Lake
Mead water use amid the drought

By Rachel Frazin
The Hill
California is, for the ﬁrst time in a series
of negotiations, offering to cut back its use
of water from Lake Mead next year.
California on Wednesday offered to
conserve 400,000 acre-feet, or 130 billion
gallons, of water from Lake Mead annually
from 2023 through 2026.
“This water, which would otherwise be
used by California’s communities and farms,
will meaningfully contribute to stabilizing
the Colorado River reservoir system,” state
water agencies said in a letter to the federal
government.
Both water usage and drought, which has
been accelerated by climate change, in the
West are contributing to shortages in Lake
Mead — a Colorado Reservoir in the southwestern U.S. — leaving the region with a
need to conserve water.
Lake Mead provides water from the Colorado River to about 25 million people. The
water is used for municipal, industrial and
farming purposes.
The head of the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, a federal agency that’s in charge of the

country’s water resources, recently said that
the region needs to conserve between 2 and
4 million acre-feet, or at least 651.7 billion
gallons, of water in 2023 to protect Lake
Mead and Lake Powell.
Experts have described California’s pro-

posal as both an important step, but also not
nearly enough to solve the problem.
“It’s a really good ﬁrst step and it’s a good
sign that things could be moving, but we’re
going to need 4, 5, 6, 7 times that amount of
water here in the very near future,” said Chris

Kuzdas, a senior water program manager with
the Environmental Defense Fund.
Kuzdas said that the additional cuts won’t
just need to come from California, though,
saying that several parties need to bring down
their water use.
“It’s going to need to come from everyone,
certainly more from California, Arizona, Nevada, Upper Basin, Mexico, municipal water
users, agricultural water users,” he added.
Sarah Porter, director of Arizona State
University’s Kyl Center for Water Policy,
likewise described California’s offer as
“momentum” in the right direction, but also
not enough.
Porter also noted that California’s proposal is based on voluntary conservation,
meaning that the cuts it calls for may or may
not be met in practice.
“It’s hard to say just from this letter how
real that 400,000 acre-feet is,” Porter said.
But, she said that it is just a starting point
in negotiations, and said the state — and other
parties — could bring more signiﬁcant offers
to the table in the near future.
“You don’t open with your ﬁnal offer,”
she said.

Nevada gets $113 million in funding
for small businesses, entrepreneurs
By Jennifer Shutt
Nevada Current
WASHINGTON — The Biden
administration announced Tuesday
that an additional 11 states — including Nevada — will receive
up to $1 billion to support small
businesses and entrepreneurs.
Funding for the programs will
come from the State Small Business
Credit Initiative that Democrats
reauthorized and expanded in
their $1.9 trillion COVID-19 relief
package, known as the American
Rescue Plan.
The new tranche of funding will
go to Alaska, Idaho, Iowa, Massachusetts, Minnesota, Missouri,
Nebraska, Nevada, New Mexico,
Ohio and Utah.
“We know that even when we
completely control for credit wor-

“We’re the hottest, we’re the driest, we’re the sunniest state,
so that will certainly be helpful,” Rep. Dina Titus said
of the investments in energy and water efﬁciency.
thiness, small business owners of Gene Sperling, senior adviser to
color, women, face unfair loan the president and American Resdenials and higher interest rates,” cue Plan coordinator, said during a
brieﬁng with reporters.
“We know that too much venture

Animal Foundation
warding off potentially
dangerous outbreak
By Dana Gentry
Nevada Current
A week after issuing an urgent
plea to the public to foster animals,
the Animal Foundation announced
it is suspending adoptions, fosters
and transfers to rescues “out of an
abundance of caution” because of
dogs that “may have been exposed
to a respiratory illness.”
In a statement posted to Facebook Tuesday afternoon, TAF said
it does not know whether the illness
is Strep zoo, a “highly contagious
and often deadly disease” characterized by fever, shortness of
breath and bleeding from the nose,
according to the National Center for
Biotechnology Information.
Earlier Monday, Hearts Alive
Village, an animal rescue organization, posted on social media that
it was “contacted on Friday late
afternoon, Sept 30 by The Animal
Foundation that we had pulled a
dog, Rosalia, on Sept 27th who was
in a bungalow with a dog who had
tested positive for Strep Zoo.”
“Testing will conﬁrm what kind
of illness they have and we are
awaiting results,” TAF wrote on
Facebook.
While TAF say no animals have
been euthanized, the Current has
learned a border collie named Bullock who tested positive for Strep
zoo was euthanized last week, days

capital goes to just a few cities and
parts of our country,” he added.
“And the SSBCI, the State Small
Business Credit Initiative, is designed to ensure that … capital is
ﬂowing everywhere and that it’s
going to those who have the best
ideas, the best plans for their community, the best job growth.”
In Nevada, ﬁve different programs will get up to $112.9 million for loan and venture capital
programs. The funding is expected
to lead to more than 2,000 jobs and
to capital improvements for energy
and water efﬁciency at commercial
properties.
“That’s something that really
makes a difference here in the
desert—we’re the hottest, we’re
the driest, we’re the sunniest state,
so that will certainly be helpful,”
Rep. Dina Titus, a Nevada Democrat on the press call, said of the

investments in energy and water
efﬁciency.
Jacob Leibenluft, U.S. Treasury
chief recovery officer, said that
federal ofﬁcials are directing the
funding toward small businesses
that have traditionally had a harder
time accessing capital.
“We know that during the peak
of the pandemic, the small businesses who too often have been shut out
of the ﬁnancial system historically,
including minority-owned small
businesses, are often hit the hardest,” Leibenluft said. “And that’s
why we intentionally designed the
program to drive investments to
underserved entrepreneurs.”
Tuesday’s announcement of
an additional $1 billion in federal
dollars for 11 states brings the
total amount of money approved
for the program to $4.8 billion for
31 states.

To All Attorneys
who hate writing
NEVADA APPEAL GROUP (“NAG”) offers
FLAT FEE, high quality services for civil and
criminal Appeals and all Post-Conviction Relief.

after he was taken home by a foster.
On Sept. 27, the day after Gina
Desamito brought Bullock home to
play with her new puppy, he began
coughing, gagging, and “seemed
like he was trying to throw up.
He wouldn’t sit or lie down. He
would just stand,” Desamito said
in an email. “He seemed extremely
uncomfortable, so we contacted the
Animal Foundation.”
TAF examined the dog, who by
that time had “a yellow substance
leaking from his nose,” Desamito
says, took some swabs and said the
dog may have kennel cough.
When Desamito got home and
carried the dog into her house “his
mouth was dripping a lot of blood
and his tongue looked like bacon.
And he just dropped to the ﬂoor and
started crying.”
She took the dog to an emergen(See Animal Foundation, Page 6)

NAG handles all types of appeals (misdemeanor,
felony and civil) as well as Habeas Corpus
Petitions, Nevada Supreme Court briefs, and
individual motions across the civil and criminal
spectrum, including Motions for Summary
Judgment. Turnaround time can be as minimal
as 24 hours. Federal PCR is also available.
Motions starting at $250 ﬂat fee
Appeals starting at $500 ﬂat fee
For more information and immediate response,
call or email:
(702) 902-5050
Nag@criminaldefenseoﬂasvegas.com
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Public defender, prosecutor, and civil
attorney vie in three-way special election
By Dana Gentry
Nevada Current
Judge Michael Villani’s resignation in July created an opening
in Clark County Department 17,
which will be filled in a threeway special election race among
attorney Adam Ganz, prosecutor
Lindsey Moors and public defender
Jennifer Schwartz. The winning
candidate must receive only a plurality, not a majority.
Ganz, a civil litigator for 25
years who ran unsuccessfully in
2020 for a seat on District Court,
seems unconcerned about the socalled “gender factor” — the notion
that women garner greater support
in judicial races than men.
“If you thought that is an issue,
they might likely split the women’s
vote,” Ganz hypothesized about
his opponents during an interview.
“They also both practice in criminal
law. So they’re likely going to split
that vote as well. I like my chances
against my two opponents.”
Moors, a prosecutor who focuses primarily on sex crimes against
children, is running for office for
the first time, though she unsuccessfully sought an appointment
in 2021.
“I really do believe in the judicial canons,” she said in an interview. “You need to be independent,
impartial, and conduct yourself
with integrity. I have no desire to
legislate from the bench. There’s
just no room for my views.”
Schwartz has been an attorney
for 20 years, almost all as a public
defender. She credits her grandparents, “among the lucky few to survive concentration camps” during
the Holocaust, for her work ethic,
integrity, and compassion.
‘They had their families destroyed, their homes destroyed,
their businesses destroyed, and their
livelihoods destroyed,” she says.
“They taught me what it’s like to
live in a country where if you have
bad people in power, bad things
happen.”

you routinely go against,” she says.
“Fundraising is definitely not
my favorite part of running a
campaign,” says Schwartz, who
says she enjoys campaigning and
meeting people.
‘Fancy robes, power,
but no integrity’
Schwartz says during her two
decades in court she’s “perpetually
witnessed judges who lack integrity, lack compassion, and lack work
ethic — judges who want to sit on
a bench and wear a fancy robe and
have power, but they don’t take the
time to make sure that they do their
job the right way.”
She declined to name specific
jurists.
Unethical prosecutors, she says,
are commonplace.
“I’ve seen district attorneys who
hide evidence, but only evidence
that is beneficial and exculpatory
to the accused,” she says. “I’ve
seen discovery violations, where
they may not hide evidence but not
provide it until during trial or when
it’s too late to properly evaluate or
attack it.”
Moors is currently prosecuting
Jonathan Martinez Garcia, the
16-year-old student accused of
attacking and raping a teacher at

Eldorado High School.
She defends her decision to present Garcia’s case to a grand jury,
where the proceedings are secret,
citing the privacy protections the
panels afford victims of alleged
sexual assault, as opposed to a
preliminary hearing in open court.
Ganz, who recently earned an
advanced degree in dispute and
conflict resolution, says if elected
he’ll be an advocate for a fair system. He says he’s not suggesting the
system is currently unfair, but that
“people lose trust in the system.”
Ganz rejects the notion that
justice is out of reach for civil litigants who can’t afford an attorney,
naming resources available to pro
se litigants.
“There’s another key to the
courthouse, which is lawyers who
do stuff on contingency, which is
something that I’ve done a lot of
my career,” he adds.
The remote factor
Ganz says he’s a fan of remote
hearings or any technological advancements that will facilitate and
expedite court appearances. His
opponents agree.
“As an orator where my job is to
publicly speak, I’d rather be doing
it in person” Moors says, but adds
“on any given day, I might have 10
to 15 cases in court and we can’t
be 10 to 15 different places at one
point. So unfortunately, courts are
left waiting for prosecutors or defense attorneys.”
Moors says remote hearings may
offer more benefit in the civil arena, where “we’re not dealing with
taking away someone’s freedom.”
Schwartz says remote hearings
are well suited for parties who lack
transportation and “are at the mercy
of a system where a bus is late and
they can get a bench warrant.”
She says remote hearings should
not be used for critical appearances such as sentencing, or when
attorneys need to confer with their
clients, or address an issue with
the judge.

high school and pursue higher
education. She received an associate’s degree in psychology from
the College of Southern Nevada,
a bachelor’s degree in teaching
English as a second language from

Sierra Nevada College, a master’s
degree in curriculum and instruction from UNLV and currently is
pursuing a doctorate in leadership
and education administration from
(See Board of Regents, Page 7)

From left: Jennifer Schwartz, Lindsey Moors, Adam Ganz

Ganz has no experience in criminal law. Dept. 17 currently hears
both civil and criminal cases. He
expects that to change should he
win.
“I would think that considering
my background that it would be
a civil docket,” he said, adding
there’s a “lack of civilly trained
judges” and a backlog of civil cases
that precedes the pandemic.
“I think it’s important to have
experience on both sides,” says
Moors, a prosecutor for 11 years
who says she has a small amount
of experience in civil law. In 2020
she was promoted to Chief Deputy
DA for the special victims unit.
“A judge’s job is kind of unique in
that you’re essentially going to be
officiating. So I think experience is
certainly relevant.”
Moors says she thinks criminal
cases move faster than civil cases,
“so it’s harder to catch up.”
Schwartz, who clerked for Judge
Michael Cherry in a courtroom with
a split docket, says experience in
criminal law is critical for judges
with a criminal calendar “because
they’re dealing with liberties. I will
say that I am the only person in this
race who has actually practiced
both civil and criminal.”

Candidates in special elections
have yet to file campaign contribution and expense reports with
the state. Ganz says he expects his
fundraising to be competitive with
his opponents.
On the topic of selecting judges,
Ganz says he’s not sure elections
are the best method but they are his
personal preference.
“I think that the fact that judges
are elected and raise money and go
through this process is good in the
sense that we get to meet different
people out there,” he says.
Moors says she’s also unsure of
the best method to select competent
judges.
“The problem with appointing
is, I guess, sometimes the appointee
may be out of tune with what the
public wants. But then if you have
voters that maybe don’t know much
about judges, then if you’re just
having people vote on something,
does it make it democratic because
we’re voting on it?” she asks.
Moors says she’s not a fan of
asking people for money, but is
engaging in the process.
“As a prosecutor, I’ve had a lot
of support from defense attorneys,
which I think is really important if
you’re respected by the people that

Board of Regents races pit neighbor against
neighbor, and educator against educator
By Camalot Todd
Nevada Current
The Nevada Board of Regents
is a 13-member nonpartisan board
that approves budgets and policies
for the Nevada System of Higher
Education (NSHE), which consists
of four community colleges, two
universities, one research institute
and one state college. This November there are five open seats — three
districts (6, 7 and 13) in Southern
Nevada and two districts (8 and
11) that embody parts of northern
and rural Nevada and a sliver of
Southern Nevada.
Here we will focus on the candidates for Districts 8 and 11.
District 8: Shelly Crawford
vs. John Patrick Rice
Currently held by Cathy McAdoo, a former nonprofit direct who
won the seat by default in 2016
when she was the only candidate
to file, District 8 consists of Elko,

An aerial view of Truckee Meadows Community College, one of
the institutions within the Nevada System of Higher Education.
Esmeralda, Eureka, Lincoln, Nye, Title-1 C.C. Ronnow Elementary
and White Pine counties, as well as in the Clark County School Distwo slivers of Clark County.
trict and a member of the national
McAdoo did not seek reelection. guard in Northern Nevada, said her
Michelee “Shelly” Crawford motivation to run stems from the
and John Patrick Rice collected the struggles she saw in educational
most votes out of the six candidates paraprofessionals trying to get
in the June primary. Both candi- licensed.
dates are educators.
Crawford, a former foster child,
Crawford, a principal at the was the first in her family to finish

Animal Foundation
(Continued from Page 5)
cy vet, who kept him overnight. The
next morning Desamito called the
Animal Foundation.
“They just kept apologizing
and saying that they misdiagnosed
him,” she wrote. “They told us that
he had been euthanized because
he went into septic shock… and
they didn’t expect things to turn so
quickly as it did.”
Bullock also tested positive for
pneumovirus, according to a report
obtained by the Current from Desamito. She says a relative’s dog has
now tested positive for pneumovirus, as well.
“If you are fostering a dog for
the Animal Foundation you MUST
return that dog to the Animal Foundation,” says a sign on the door
of the City of Henderson Animal
Shelter. Henderson Animal Shelter
will NOT accept foster dogs from
the Animal Foundation.”
“The public has not been informed of the risk and deserves
transparency because people who
tried to help these animals have
put their own pets at risk,” says
Gina Griesen of Nevada Voters for
Animals.
Strep zoo is commonly found in

shelters that exceed their capacity
for care, according to veterinary
experts.
“This is a truly terrifying dog
disease,” Kristine Auerbach, shelter director of Pima Animal Care
Center said in 2018. “Infected
shelter dogs are often found in the
morning, lying deceased in a pool
of red after they ‘bleed out’ from

their lungs. Often these dogs appear
healthy just hours before dying. In
the past, entire shelter populations
have been culled because of Strep
zoo.”
A spokeswoman for the Nevada Department of Agriculture
says shelters have no obligation to
inform the state veterinarian of a
potential outbreak.
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A former Clark commissioner and political family
connections dot Southern Nevada regent races
By Camalot Todd
Nevada Current
The Nevada Board of Regents is a 13-member nonpartisan board that approves budgets and policies for the Nevada
System of Higher Education (NSHE), which consists of four
community colleges, two universities, one research institute
and one state college. This November, there are five open
seats — three districts (6, 7 and 13) in Southern Nevada and
two districts (8 and 11) that embody parts of northern and
rural Nevada and a sliver of Southern Nevada.
This story will focus on the candidates for Districts 6, 7
and 13.

Jeanine Dakduk (left) and Heather Brown are running
for the Board of Regents District 6
District 6: Heather Brown v. Jeanine Dakduk
Heather Brown and Jeanine Dakduk are vying to represent
District 7. The seat is currently filled by Patrick Carter, who
is not running for reelection. The district covers the southernmost parts of Clark County.
The two candidates advanced to the general election
by beating Karl Catarata and Brandin Manwill in the June
primary. Brown received 45.1 percent of the votes; Dakduk
received 27.1 percent, according to the Secretary of State
election results page.
Both Brown and Dakduk say they were motivated by
the lack of stability in NSHE, which has had three different
chancellors in five years and oversees an annual budget north
of $2 million
“I looked at the Board of Regents and all the negative press
they were getting and just the lack of decorum, the lack of
ethics and the lack of stability,” Brown said. “It motivated
me to want to be involved.”
“Can you imagine running a multibillion-dollar corporation and over the course of five years, your company went
through three different CEOs?” Dakduk said. “Welcome to
the Nevada System of Higher Education.”
Brown is president and co-founder of StartUp Vegas, a
nonprofit focused on expanding the tech and startup ecosystem in the Las Vegas area. She holds a bachelor’s degree
in political science from UNLV. Previously, she worked on
political campaigns.
She says her priorities are refocusing the NSHE budget
and offering majors that support students in innovative and
sustainable careers.
Dakduk has a bachelor’s degree in history from Northern
Illinois University and moved to Las Vegas in 2008, where
she got her master’s degree in Educational Leadership at
UNLV. She attributes her personal and professional successes
to the mentors and opportunities she received as a student.
With experience at five different universities, including
UNLV, the University of Nevada Reno and at American Asso-
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(Continued from Page 6)
Taft University.
“Both of my parents didn’t graduate from high school,” she said.
“The hardest thing for me being
first generation that I’ve noticed
from my experience compared to
my colleagues who had parents who
went to college is that I didn’t really
know where to start.”
She believes she would be the
first Latina elected to the board.
She said her main policy focuses
if elected would be to create more
pathways in education for paraprofessionals to get the requirements
they need to advance their careers
in the classrooms and help expand
access to trades (her husband is a
5th generation union ironworker)
and to help high school students
work towards college credits similar to the program she benefited
from at CSN.
According to campaign finance
reports filed with the state, Crawford raised $13,150 for her campaign, as of June 30.
Her opponent, Rice, raised
$25,990. Rice is a professor of fine
arts at Great Basin College and
served three terms on the Elko City
Council.
He received a bachelor’s in theater arts from Viterbo University, a
master’s of fine arts in theater-acting from the University of Wis-

ciation of State Colleges and Universities (AASCU) through
a U.S. Department of Defense contract, Dakduk experience
includes academic advisor, adjunct professor, coordinator
and graduate assistant.
She plans to run for a single term and to bring stability to
the board by focusing on unity within the board and avoiding
infighting.
“I committed to only running one term and then passing
the torch,” she said. “Six years is enough time to create
meaningful change.”
Her priorities are affordability for higher education,
expanding educational programs after college to align with
in-demand careers with high salaries, and improving wraparound services to improve student outcomes, especially
success measures like graduation rates.
Brown raised $35,636 as of June 30, according to campaign finance reports. Dakduk raised $3,500.

David Crete (left) and Susan Brager are running
for Board of Regents District 7
District 7: Susan Brager v. David Crete
Susan Brager, and David Crete, are competing to represent
District 7, which covers the western region of the Las Vegas
Valley, including Summerlin. The winner will replace Mark
Doubrava, who is term-limited and could not run again.
In the June primary, Brager received 39.6 percent of votes;
Crete received 21.8 percent beating out Aury Nagy, Hieu Le
and M.J. Ivy.
Brager served 12 years on the Clark County School Board
and another 12 years on the Clark County Commission, but
she has been involved in the education system for much
longer.
“I’ve been involved in education for about 50 years here
in the state, I served in my children’s schools, I worked for
the school district about 30 some years ago as a special ed
aide,” she said. “I just felt like serving the community made
a difference.”
Brager, who has four generations of her family in Nevada,
said her main policy concerns are creating a more robust
trade training program and robust partnerships with unions
and encouraging students to further their education through
these programs.
“It does not mean you don’t go on to that four-year degree
or that law degree or [to become] a doctor or a nurse,” she
said. “But at least you have the ability to start your education
and that’s much more economical.”
Brager has a high school degree but did not attend college.
Crete served six years in the Air Force and has coached
football in the Las Vegas Valley for 26 years at three different
high schools.
“[I] dealt with those kids trying to get them to go to college,
getting them accepted and some of the challenges… that the
kids would run into,” he said.
One of those challenges was getting students to be scouted by Nevada colleges and universities, something he says
inspired him to run for office.

consin Milwaukee and a doctorate
in philosophy in education from
Capella University.
“The needs of higher education
are unique and we need to have
more professionals leading the
Board of Regents so we’re able to
guide the institutions we represent
in the most effective way,” Rice
said. “I’ve dedicated most of my
professional life to higher education in Nevada and feel like this
is a great way for me to use those
skills.”
If elected Rice said he would
focus on improving the funding formula to support some of the smaller
institutions in the NSHE, improve
cross-collaboration between different colleges and universities
in the state, improve salaries for
higher education professionals and
improve the relationship between
the Board of Regents and the state
legislature.
“There is a lot of concern about
how the Nevada System of Education is governed by legislators and
we need to work to rebuild their
trust,” said Rice.
District 11: Jeffrey Downs
vs. Steve Laden
Currently held by Jason Geddes, who can’t run after reaching
his term limit, District 11 includes
Sparks, northern Reno, and Humboldt, Pershing and northern Wash-

oe counties.
Neighbors Jeffrey Downs and
Steve Laden are competing for
Geddes’ board seat.
“I have nothing negative to say
about Steve, “ Downs said. “He
lives around the block from me.
What I’ll say is we approach it from
a different perspective. He has a
financial background and he sees
the world through that lens, and I
see the world through the lens of
higher education.”
For the last 18 years, Downs
has taught math at Western Nevada
College, where he served as interim
vice president of student success
and support for over two years. He
previously was a guest lecturer at
the University of Reno and taught
at the high school level.
He believes that it’s important to
have a faculty voice on the Board of
Regents when the policies directly

His priorities include creating more career pathways for
in-demand jobs to attract companies and keeping the cost of
higher education low while improving the quality of higher
education so that students from the state feel they can prosper
here — policies that he recognizes will take time to come
to fruition.
“It took more than a day to create the issues that exist and
it will take more than a day to fix them,” he said.
He has a bachelor’s of science and a B.A. in Business from
the University of Phoenix.
As of June 30, Brager had raised $40,700 for her campaign,
according to state filings. Crete raised $4,932.

John Moran (left) and Stephanie Goodman are running
for Board of Regents District 13
District 13: John Moran v. Stephanie Goodman
John Moran is the only incumbent seeking re-election on
the Board of Regents this year. He represents District 13,
which covers parts of west Las Vegas. He is being challenged
by Stephanie Goodman.
Moran, whose grandfather was a Clark County sheriff and
whose father was a chair of the Nevada Gaming Commission,
did not grant an interview.
In the June primary, Moran received 41.4 percent of
votes; Goodman received 39.8 percent, beating out Jennifer
Bandiero.
He has a bachelor’s in political science from Arizona State
University and a juris doctorate from California Western
School of Law.
Goodman, the former daughter-in-law of Las Vegas mayors Oscar and Carolyn Goodman, was the first woman elected
student body president at UNLV.
She says her priorities are supporting free speech on
campus for students, identifying emerging industries that
diversify the economy, and creating programs to train and
educate students for those industries.
“We’re doing great things, but I think we need to start
thinking differently in an effort to diversify our economy,”
she said about communicating between businesses and higher
education. “For us to bring industry into our state, we need
to make sure they’re invested in our state.”
Goodman owns a local advertising firm and currently
serves as the executive director of Dr. Robert Hunter International Problem Gambling Center, the state’s largest dedicated
treatment center for gambling addiction.
Goodman has a bachelor’s in advertising from UNLV.
“I was born and raised in Las Vegas,” she said. “I just
feel like it’s very important to give back to your community.
Las Vegas has been very good to me, Nevada has been very
good to me and I am raising my children here and I just want
them to do better.”
Moran raised $269,432 and Goodman raised $24,946.

impact people like him.
Downs focus as a regent would
be to improve the relationship
between the Board of Regents and
the Legislature, including hiring a
permanent chancellor that works
well with legislators, NSHE and
businesses in Nevada, improving
access to education by expanding
dual enrollment, and developing
curriculum that helps train people
for industry jobs like welding and
auto maintenance.
While the national Republican
Chamber of Commerce endorsed
Downs, he said he is always willing
to listen to others’ views.
“I’m a math guy, and I have
that perspective,” Downs said. “If
elected I want to hear their voices
and address their concerns. If there
is something that isn’t working for
them, please bring it to me.”
Downs raised $416 for his
campaign. His opponent, Laden,
raised $13,981 for his campaign
and brings his expertise as a businessman and educational advocate
to the table.
“For me, it’s very personal about
academic achievement, student
access to campus and the college
experience and affordability,”
Laden said. “My wife, who grew up
impoverished in rural Appalachia,
her parents finished fifth grade and
eighth grade… no one knew any-

thing about college or universities,
she got on a bus with $10 in her
pocket and went to college in West
Virginia. It changed, not just her
life, but our family’s life.”
Laden’s policy initiatives as a regent would be to ensure higher education is affordable, accessible and
relevant to students by finding other
ways to fund the costs of NSHE
without raising the costs exclusively for students and improving
communication on scholarships,
grants, and work-study opportunities to students on campus.
Laden said he wants to work
with Nevadans to build a myriad
of higher educational opportunities.
“Our community colleges play
a hugely vital role in developing
our workforce, giving our students
an opportunity to pursue careers
outside of the traditional four-year
university environment,” he said.
“These are great careers, they’re
in many cases very well paying
and they contribute mightily to our
community and our economy.”
While Laden’s professional
background is in finance, he does
have experience on education
boards. He served on the Education
Alliance of Washoe County/Education Collaborative for 11 years
and the State of Nevada Council to
Establish Academic Excellence for
eight years.
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School Board president faces challenge
from community organizer in District D
By April Corbin Girnus
Nevada Current
The Clark County School Board trustee
once seen as the swing vote between two
deeply divided factions faces her first reelection attempt this November. Incumbent Irene
Cepeda is being challenged by Brenda Zamora, a mother of three with a background in
community organizing and civic engagement.
Cepeda is probably best known as the
trustee who one year ago voted to fire Superintendent Jesus Jara, then rescinded her
vote less than a month later. Since then,
Cepeda has become school board president, a
position that gives her more say in what goes
on school board meeting agendas and when
those meetings are held.
Earlier this month, the School Board
deemed Jara to be “highly effective” and
extended his contract until 2026. The votes
were split 4-3, with Cepeda joining Lola
Brooks, Evelyn Garcia Morales and Katie
Williams in support. Trustees Danielle Ford,
Linda Cavazos and Lisa Guzman opposed.
The contract secures the controversial superintendent with a $395,000 annual salary
— a $75,000 annual bump from his previous
salary. It also ensures that any future “firing
for convenience” — what the board did and
undid last year — would be a costly endeavor.
Cepeda defends her handling of the evaluation and contract extension, saying it came
down to scheduling and giving the board
enough time to find a successor were the
board to vote against contract renewal. Jara’s
contract had been set to expire early next year.
“It would take us months,” she said of
potentially finding a new superintendent. “We
needed to make that decision now.”
Cepeda says the evaluation criteria for Jara
aligned with overall goals of school safety,
disproportionality and the teacher shortage.
“Just because those are the three goals
doesn’t mean everything else is forgotten
about,” she added.
Cepeda said CCSD’s human resources
team is working out how to address the salary
compression issue that emerged when the
district earlier this year bumped the salary for
educators who are within their first five years
of teaching. The district gave established
teachers a one-time $5,000 retention bonus.

Clark County School Board President Irene Cepeda (left)
and Brenda Zamora are competing to represent District D.
“I know it seems unfair,” she said, “but at Ford and Linda Cavazos retain their seats.
the end of the day, $43,000 a year for a new
“I would love to sit down and do a pros
teacher wasn’t doing it. The biggest impact and cons list at this point,” said Zamora.
we could have was bumping (teachers in)
On her end, Cepeda says she hasn’t had the
those first five years.”
time to sit down and think about the potential
The starting salary for teachers within makeup of the board post-elections and what
CCSD is now $50,000 annually.
it might mean for Jara: “It’s personally lower
Cepeda said that work, which was funded on my ‘things to worry about’ list.”
by federal covid relief, provides a base on
On top of that list, continued Cepeda, is
which to leverage the Legislature to take trying to turn the embattled board into “a
action on raising salaries for veteran teachers. highly functional” one.
“Think of how detrimental it’d be if we
Perhaps in that vein, CCSD has submitted
went (into session) with no chief, with no a bill draft request (BDR) for the 2023 Legleader,” she added.
islative Session to propose legislation that
Brenda Zamora, a first-time candidate who “would establish standards and qualifications
is hoping to unseat Cepeda, says she is more for all education-related oversight boards
worried about the fallout from the contract such as school board trustees and regents.”
extension.
More immediately, “at the forefront of
“I have seen, anyone can see, the frustra- my worries is that the school board stays
tions from our teachers,” she said. “They’ve focused,” said Cepeda. “We have a lot of stusaid, ‘If he gets renewed, we’re out.’ We de- dent data. ‘Tis the season for a lot of reports
serve better. They completely deserve better.” from the state. And I need to make sure we
As a member of the public, Zamora sup- are talking about that, that that is prioritized
ported the firing of Jara. She says she attended in all of our agendas.”
that school board meeting with her baby in
Zamora says she doesn’t want to be seen
tow because attending was that important to as a “wild card” but instead as a voice of
her. But Zamora is not quick to promise to reason and the voice of the community.
pursue firing Jara if she were to unseat Cepe- Zamora’s professional background is in
da and reshift the board’s power — a scenario civic engagement and political activism.
that would likely require incumbents Danielle She is currently doing communications for

Silver State Voices, a group focused on voter empowerment and engagement, and she
has previously worked for other advocacy
groups working on issues like mandatory
paid sick days.
“I’ve proven that I am very involved in
my community,” she says. “I’ve started from
the bottom. I’ve been doing the groundwork.
I am continuing that.”
If elected, Zamora would be the trustee
with the youngest children — a fact she
suggests has been lobbed as criticism.
“I know there are a lot of conversations
about me being too busy, which is unfortunate,” she says. “The whole goal is to get our
everyday folks to run for office.”
Her oldest daughter, a fourth grader at a
CCSD school, has an individualized education plan (IEP) and Zamora is passionate
about helping families like hers.
“I saw the struggles of IEP families,” she
said. “We’d talk about what could be better.
We’re all going through the same issues.”
Cepeda grew up in North Las Vegas and
is a first-generation immigrant and first-generation college graduate, according to her
CCSD bio. She currently works for Nevada
State College.
Whichever woman wins the general election will earn $9,000 annually as a trustee.
Members are elected for four-year terms.
She will represent the Latino-heavy eastside
District D.
In the five-candidate primary in June,
Cepeda received 26.9 percent of votes while
Zamora received 25 percent.
According to campaign contribution
reports, Cepeda raised $8,150 from Jan. 1
through June 30. All but $650 of that came
from two donors — the Clark County Education Association and the Vegas Chamber,
which donated $5,000 and $2,500, respectively.
Zamora raised $9,576 from Jan. 1 through
June 30. Her top donation of $1,800 came
from an individual donor, but several political action committees have contributed
to her campaign, including the Plumbers &
Pipefitters Local 525 and Laborers Local 872.
Third quarter campaign reports, which
cover candidate contributions and spending
between July 1 and Sept. 30, are due to the
state on Oct. 15.

‘Gender factor’ could decide Las Vegas Justice court race
that the pro se litigant understands
what’s happening and what is expected of them — I think helps a
lot,” she said. “This is new to them
and so they don’t always understand the lingo.”
Goodey raised $53,785 through
June and says she expects to report
a cumulative total of $70,000 for
the next period. She spent $46,800

Jessice Goodey and William Gonzalez
By Dana Gentry
the criminal side,” he said in an
Nevada Current
interview. “Jessica has really very,
Attorney Jessica Goodey re- very little criminal experience. I
ceived 42,396 votes in the June don’t know if she’s ever done a
primary race for Las Vegas Justice preliminary hearing, or a jury trial
Court Dept. 6, just a few hundred or bench trial.”
more than her closest opponent,
Goodey said she’s handled “evformer Family Court Judge William erything from business disputes,
medical malpractice, personal
Gonzalez.
But the two candidates eliminat- injury, landlord/tenant, breach of
ed in the primary, Augusta Massey contract — really all forms of civil
and Tracy Hibbets, received more cases that would be handled by
than 67,000 votes combined. Good- this court.”
“Because this is a civil departey is hoping a good share of the
women’s supporters will choose her ment, I think we need judges with
civil experience handling the types
in the general election.
In the 2020 general election, of cases that they will be deciding,”
women prevailed in 22 of 24 Clark she said.
County District Court races involvGoodey earned a law degree
ing candidates of both genders.
from the University of Nevada
“You want somebody that’s William S. Boyd School of Law
going to be empathetic,” Goodey in 2010. She practices primarily in
said. “So I think the perception is personal injury. She says she decidthat women tend to be nicer on the ed to run for the bench in Dept. 6
bench, almost more like motherly because of delays in getting cases
figures.”
resolved. Her website says it takes
Gonzalez, who served on the three and a half years on average to
Family Court bench from 2009 to get a case to trial.
2014, is counting on his judicial
As a Las Vegas Municipal Court
experience to attract support.
alternate and a hearing master in
Department 6 is currently a civil small claims court, Goodey says
court, but Gonzalez says he thinks she routinely sees litigants who are
it will hear criminal cases after the representing themselves.
election.
“Slowing things down a bit
“I have more experience on while you’re in court to make sure

through June.
She is endorsed by more than
a dozen organizations, including
Culinary Local 226, SEIU Nevada,
the Southern Nevada Central Labor
Council, Nevada NOW, PLAN Action and Independent Black Voters.
Gonzalez was appointed to the
Family Court bench in 2009 by
then-Gov. Jim Gibbons, elected

in 2010 and defeated in his 2014
re-election bid. He also lost a
Family Court race to Dawn Throne
in 2020.
“I wasn’t sure how I would be
received after being defeated,”
Gonzalez says, adding he’s been
pleasantly surprised by support for
his candidacy, including endorse(See Gender Factor, Page 9)
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Opinion of Jara key difference between trustee
and the former state legislator challenging her
By April Corbin Girnus
The Hill
If anyone thought Clark County
School Board Trustee Danielle
Ford would back down from public
criticism of Superintendent Jesus
Jara now that his contract has been
extended until 2026, they would
be wrong.
The outspoken trustee, who
represents the southwest part of the
Las Vegas Valley, doesn’t hesitate
when offering her opinion that the
contract extension, which secures
the superintendent a $395,000 annual salary with the possibility of
bonuses, was pushed through earlier this month out of concerns that
the upcoming election may shift
the balance of power away from
his supporters. (School Board President Irene Cepeda, who is also up
for reelection this year, has denied
that accusation, saying the timing
came down to meeting scheduling
and wanting to have enough time to
secure a successor superintendent if
board members voted not to renew
the contract.)
Ford says the contract extension
“changes the narrative” from being
about whether Jara is an effective
leader to being about money.
“They will say it would waste
money (to get rid of him),” she says,
“but oh well.”
Whatever the district would pay
for Jara to leave would be worth it,

Incumbent Danielle Ford (left) and Irene Bustamante Adams are
competing to represent District F on the Clark County School Board.
Ford says.
make it a practice to think I know
Ford says she believes there what has happened on the inside.”
may be “alternative routes” that
In a crowded field of 10 candidon’t involve simply paying out dates during the June primary, Ford
the contract and letting Jara walk placed second, receiving 18 percent
away with “bags of money like the of votes. Bustamante Adams reMonopoly Guy.” Whether she has ceived 22 percent.
the ability to pursue any of those,
Since then, Bustamante Adhowever, relies in part on her re- ams has raised significantly more
taining her seat against a formidable than Ford, according to campaign
challenger — Irene Bustamante reports filed with the state. She
Adams.
brought in $23,058 in cash and inBustamante Adams is a former kind contributions, as of June 30.
state legislator who says she has no Ford meanwhile raised $3,793 from
problem with the decision to extend just three individual donors.
(Third quarter campaign reports,
Jara’s contract or the process that
which cover candidate contribuwas used.
“It’s alway easy to be a Monday tions and spending between July
morning quarterback when you’re 1 and Sept. 30, are due to the state
on the sidelines,” she adds. “I don’t on Oct. 15.)

Ford says she doesn’t take much
stock in those numbers, pointing
out that in 2018 she defeated Kali
Fox Miller, who had raised more
than $53,000 — three and a half
times what she had as a mostly
self-funded candidate. Ford this
year has also received endorsements from several prominent
groups, including the Nevada State
Education Association, Culinary
Union, SEIU and PLAN.
Bustamante Adams’s campaign
reports show donations from both
groups and individuals. The largest
amount — $5,000 — came from
the Clark County Education Association. Other notable contributors
include Laborers Local 872, Vegas
Chamber, Golden Gaming and
Boyd Gaming.
Bustamante Adams is the deputy
director and chief strategy officer
of Workforce Connections, which
is Southern Nevada’s Local Workforce Development Board. She
says Jara has brought the district in
better alignment with the business
community.
“The things I deal with the
superintendent and school district
from workforce development are
moving forward at a good pace,”
she says.
One example she cites is a career
center attached to a new vocational
school — “the first of its kind,” she
says. Another example: the recent

launch of a “workforce blueprint
for kids“ — an activity book for
elementary-aged kids that teaches
them about potential careers in
areas like advanced manufacturing,
healthcare and software development that are expected to be in high
demand in the decades to come.
That effort builds off a larger workforce blueprint created by the Las
Vegas Global Economic Alliance.
Bustamante Adams, a Democrat
who served eight years in the Nevada State Assembly, says she wants
to help rebuild the community’s
faith in the school board. She thinks
trustees could do that by focusing
on student success and being transparent with data.
That lack of faith in the board
has boosted calls to move away
from a fully elected board and instead adopt an appointed or hybrid
appointed/elected board similar
to the State Board of Education.
Bustamate Adams says she knows
those concerns come out of frustrations with the district and board,
and she’s open to rethinking the
board structure, noting that several
options exist.
“I don’t know what model is
best for Southern Nevada,” she
said, “but we need to increase
communication and transparency
and accountability. That’s what the
public wants to see. We need to
work on that.”

Anna Albertson (left) and Ellie Roohani
Albertson says voters should
Roohani says her own lack of
be concerned with Roohani’s lack experience trying civil cases has
of experience in state court. “She not been a problem. Her docket
never tried one case in state court is 60 percent civil and 40 percent
before getting this appointment.”
criminal. Civil and criminal rules of
Albertson, a University of Tulsa procedure are “basically the same,”
law school graduate, passed the she says, adding she has not had
Nevada Bar in 2006. She says she’s much of a learning curve.
had 50 trials and represented more
The first-time candidate says
than one thousand clients, “most she’s not a fan of fundraising.
“It’s got the word ‘fun’ in it, but
from low income or underserved
communities,” and on both sides it’s not fun,” she said, adding she
of civil cases. Her criminal law doesn’t “do dial for dollars. I don’t
experience is limited to taking like doing it. I think it’s weird.”
But raising money for judicial
cases pro bono. She also sits as a
races remains a necessary evil in
pro tem judge.

Nevada, she says. Roohani raised
$249,604 through June 30, and
spent $54,000. She’s endorsed by
the Las Vegas Police Protective
Association and a number of other
law enforcement organizations,
according to her website.
“As long as people want to
continue to elect their judges, this
is going to be how it’s done,” she
says of funding campaigns primarily on the contributions of interested
parties, i.e., the legal community.
“Because there’s really no other
way to get your messaging out to
the general electorate.”
Roohani says she’d never solicit
money from parties with cases
pending before her.
In her case, she says, the judicial
appointment process was “purely
merit based. I literally did not know
a single person on that committee.
It was my personal experience that
it is not a political process.”
“We have a very strong vibe
in our state about wanting to have
control over what is happening in
our lives,” she says, which includes
electing judges, and requires an
educated electorate.
Albertson says she wishes the
appointment process “was more

transparent. I don’t feel comfortable commenting on it because I
don’t know exactly what happens
because you don’t get to see how
the panel members vote or why
they’re voting that way.”
Albertson raised $15,700
through June, and spent $7,500.
She says she’s budgeted $50,000
for the entire campaign. “I don’t
think money is the only thing that
determines the result in these races,” she said.
She’s endorsed by the Nevada
AFL-CIO, Nevada NOW PAC,
Progressive Leadership Alliance
of Nevada Action Fund, Independent Black Voters, and a variety of
organizations listed on her website.
Albertson says that as a lawyer
and short trial judge she’s focused
on “getting people to resolution,
getting people to solve the problem
that they’re facing in court because
at the end of the day, nobody really
wants to be involved in litigation.
It’s stressful and it’s expensive.”
Roohani agrees. She says she
encourages parties to resolve their
conflicts as often as possible and
avoid trial, noting litigants are often
people, including family members,
“who still have to get along.”

By Dana Gentry
Nevada Current
Max Berkley, candidate for Las
Vegas Justice of the Peace Dept. 7,
spent $180,000 in the June primary
election to win 62,295 votes.
“I spent $35,000 and we nearly
tied,” says Amy Wilson, who came
in about 3,300 votes shy of Berkley
and will face him in the general
election. “It was very close. I was
encouraged by those results.”
“Obviously, I would have liked
to have performed as well as possible,” Berkley, a longtime public
defender, said in an interview. “It
was a relatively close race, but I’m
still hopeful, still confident, and out
here working hard and hoping for a
similar result next month.”
A third candidate eliminated in
the primary, prosecutor Dina Rinetti, won more than 30,000 votes that
will be up for grabs in November.
She also won law enforcement endorsements, which have now been
bestowed on Wilson, who primarily
practices personal injury law.

Amy Wilson and Max Berkley
“I told you I’m never going to “gender factor” — that all things
outraise or outspend the Berkley being equal, women have an edge
machine,” Wilson said, referring to over men in judicial races.
the political connections of Berk“I know the success women have
ley’s mother, former Democratic had, but I think I’m doing myself
U.S. Rep. Shelley Berkley. “But I a disservice if I get too fixated on
have the law enforcement endorse- that,” Berkley said. “I’m going to
ments and I’m the only woman on run the best campaign that I can
and hope for the best results. My
the ticket now.”
Berkley says he’s aware of the opponent has worked hard. If she

prevails, it’s going to be because
she ran a great campaign, not because she’s a woman.”
Wilson says she’s confident
Berkley is “a nice guy. We are very
cordial. But I have significantly
more experience.”
Berkley, who raised $191,000
through June, says he’s “trying to
raise enough money to put out a few
commercials” before the election,
a better investment, he says than
polls.
“I did one poll before the primary and the numbers didn’t end up
being real accurate,” he says. “So
I decided that we were not going
to spend the money to do another
poll.”
Wilson obtained her law degree
from Brigham Young University.
She was admitted to the California
bar in 1998, and has also practiced
in Arizona as well as Nevada.
She served as a prosecutor in
Orange County and San Mateo
County, and later switched to criminal defense as a member of the San

Mateo private defender panel, the
equivalent of the public defender.
She later became a prosecutor
in Arizona’s Maricopa County
District Attorney’s office, where
she handled probation violations,
and served as a pro tem judge in
Justice Court.
Wilson has been licensed to
practice law in Nevada since 2014,
working her first year for a firm
that “did solely evictions for large
property management companies.”
“I have a varied background,”
she says, including representing
criminal defendants in Justice
Court. “I’ve done a couple of DUIS,
traffic tickets, but we’re mostly a
PI firm.”
She also served as a pro tem
judge regularly in Justice Court
from 2020 until she filed to run for
the seat in Department 7.
Berkley is a native Las Vegan
and a graduate of UNLV’s Boyd
Law School. He has been a Clark
County public defender for ten
(See Justice Court, Page 10)

(Continued from Page 8)
ments from Laborers 872 and a
variety of law enforcement unions,
including the Las Vegas Police
Protective Association.
He raised $19,765 through June,
and spent $20,733.
“I’ve actually raised a lot more
than I did initially, so in the next
filing on October 15, you’re going

to see a lot more money come in,”
Gonzalez said.
Gonzalez, who was admitted
to the Nevada Bar in 1997, has an
error rate of 36.36 percent out of 48
cases appealed, according to Our
Nevada Judges, an organization that
tracks judicial records.
An error rate of less than 10 percent warrants a positive recognition

as I did above me.”
In 2010, he was one of 11 candidates represented by campaign
operative Dave Thomas found to
have violated judicial ethics by raising money as a group. That group
included Thomas’ wife, District
Judge Nancy Allf.
He ignored a number of requests
for interviews during his 2020

campaign and even during the 2022
primaries.
“In hindsight, I should have
responded last time. I don’t have
a good answer for why,” he said,
except that he was banking on name
recognition. “This time I’m trying
to respond and get as much information out there for the community.
It’s very difficult in judicial races.”

Appointed judge and a private
attorney vie for District Court seat
By Dana Gentry
Nevada Current
Newly appointed Clark County
Judge Ellie Roohani faces attorney
Anna Albertson in the November
general election. Gov. Steve Sisolak
appointed Roohani to fill the Dept.
11 vacancy left last year by Judge
Elizabeth Gonzalez’s departure.
Albertson also applied for the appointment.
Roohani is a graduate of UNLV’s
Boyd Law School. She worked as
a law clerk in federal court and as
a prosecutor for the U.S. Attorney,
where she was primarily assigned
to sex trafficking cases.
Albertson (who previously practiced under her maiden name
Yianna Reizakis) is making another
election run for the Clark County
bench after losing to Michael Villani in 2020.
That year, Albertson, a Democrat, was featured in a counterfeit
Nevada Republican Club endorsement ad.
Roohani, who has the Nevada
Republican Club’s endorsement
this cycle, says the issue is irrelevant to her. “But I think that it’s
information that the voters might
care about,” she said.

Wilson gives Berkley a run for his money in Justice Court race

Gender Factor

by the organization.
He received a 68 percent retention rating in the Las Vegas Review-Journal’s Judging the Judges
poll, slightly lower than the 71
percent average.
“There were judges who scored
a lot lower,” he said. “I was pretty
much average. I think I had the
same amount of judges below me
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Why a big Social Security COLA hike is coming

Following this year’s record high inflation, the Social Security Administration is
expected to announce its largest cost-of-living adjustment in 40 years on Thursday.
By Gianna Melillo
The Hill
The Social Security Administration is about to announce its largest
annual cost-of-living adjustment
(COLA) increase in 40 years.
The hike, set to be announced on
Thursday, is estimated at around 8.7
percent and will help those in the
program meet rising costs driven
by inflation.
Between 2010 and 2020, average annual COLAs increased by
just 1.7 percent each year, while
COLAs have only risen above 8.7
percent three times — between
1979 and 1981 at 9.9 percent, 14.3
percent and 11.2 percent, respectively.
The COLAs are based on the
country’s current inflation rates.
In 1980, inflation was above 14
percent yet declined to 3.5 percent
in the latter half of the decade; the
COLA followed suit, declining to
5.4 percent in 1990.
Around 70 million Americans
receive Social Security benefits.
It is estimated that the COLA hike
will increase the average monthly
retiree check by around $144,
according to the Senior Citizens
League, a bipartisan advocacy
group.
How is the COLA rate determined?
The automatic annual adjustments are based on the Consumer
Price Index for Urban Wage Earners
and Clerical Workers (CPI-W) and
have taken place every year since
1975.
Prior to that, adjustments were
approved by Congress.
Because the CPI-W is such a
broad measure of consumer prices,

some have questioned whether the
index is the best metric to determine
beneficiaries’ needs, the majority of
whom are retirees.
The CPI-W is based on price
changes for goods and services
purchased by workers. Some experts have proposed replacing replacing the CPI-W with a different
measure: the CPI-Elderly. But the
CPI-E, which reflects spending
patterns of the elderly, would not
always result in a higher COLA.
The difference between the two
measures has also been shrinking
in recent years.
The annual adjustment has received criticism in the past for the
lag period between the start of rising inflation and when beneficiaries
receive the cushion payments. Others argue the automatic adjustment
can result in COLAs larger than the
rate of inflation.
The purpose of the adjustments
is to ensure Social Security beneficiaries retain buying power during
times of inflation, so individuals
with fixed incomes can keep up
with rising rents, mortgages and
grocery costs.
However, the large COLA might

push some recipients over an income threshold, requiring them to
pay income taxes on part of their
benefit. Single filers who have a
combined income equal to or below
$25,000 pay no taxes on their benefits. For joint filers, the threshold
is $32,000.
The majority of Social Security
benefits is funded through Federal Insurance Contributions Act
(FICA) taxes. Should a recession
hit and unemployment rates rise, it
could affect future COLAs. Following the 2008 recession, no COLAs
were paid in 2010 and 2011.
Why is it needed?
The simple reason that a big
COLA increase is needed now is the
record inflation being experienced
in the nation.
“It’s the highest rate of inflation
that retirees and disabled people
today have really ever seen,” said
Mary Johnson, a Social Security
and Medicare policy analyst at The
Senior Citizens League.
The majority of Social Security
beneficiaries are retirees and individuals aged 65 or older.
“When people are retired, if they
do not have much in the way of sav-

ings—and quite a large percentage
don’t—that can make it very difficult when prices increase and they
have nowhere to go to meet those
rising costs,” Johnson said.
Data from July show more than
half of older women living alone
are poor according to federal poverty standards or don’t have enough
money to afford essential expenses.
That total is lower for men, at 45
percent.
A large proportion of older beneficiaries’ Social Security payments
goes toward health care, housing
and food costs.
Because many medical problems worsen with age, increased
costs of care put a strain on retirees’
purse strings.
In general, older individuals
tend to have higher health care
utilization rates, while around twothirds of older Americans consider
health care costs a financial burden.
Although more than 50 million
older adults rely on Medicare to
cover some or all of their health
care expenses, the extra COLA
cash coming in each month may
not be sufficient to meet retirees’
expenses.
“Social Security COLA will
cushion the impact of inflation and
put more money in seniors’ pockets. That’s not to say some won’t
continue to struggle,” said Tricia
Neuman, the executive director of
the Medicare policy program at the
Kaiser Family Foundation.
“Half of all people in Medicare live on incomes below about
$30,000 per person. So even with
a COLA that’s higher than normal
this year, they may continue to
struggle with high and rising prices

for various things they need on a
day-to-day basis, like gas for their
cars, rent, food, and other basics,
and of course healthcare expenses.”
Medicare Part B premiums are
deducted from Social Security
checks, and this year, older beneficiaries on Medicare will see
additional financial relief alongside
the high COLA.
This is thanks to low uptake of
the controversial and expensive
Alzheimer’s drug aduhelm, which
will lead to lower premiums for
beneficiaries.
Typically, Part B premiums have
grown three times faster than the
Social Security COLA and marks
one of the fastest, if not the fastest,
growing costs in retirement, Johnson said.
Older Americans struggling
to pay for high drug prices will
also see some respite due to the
passage of the Inflation Reduction
Act, which requires Medicare to
negotiate with drug companies to
lower prices. It puts a cap on out-ofpocket drug costs starting in 2025
and a $35 monthly cap on insulin
prices beginning in 2023.
“But much of that is still to be
phased in,” Johnson said. “The
price negotiation is going to be
only on a limited set of drugs. So
there’s still a considerable amount
of out-of-pocket spending that older
Americans will probably have to
encounter for prescription drugs.”
“The COLA this year should
help but doesn’t address more
fundamental concerns for seniors
living at or near the poverty level,
which include a disproportionate
share of people of color,” Neuman
said.

What you need to know about the Social Security COLA hike
The increase is expected to be the largest in 40 years, and could offer a financial boost to about 70 million beneficiaries.
By Gianna Melillo
The Hill
The Social Security Administration is expected to announce its
largest cost-of-living adjustment
(COLA) to Social Security in four
decades on Thursday, a move that
could leave people living on the
program with more income to deal
with inflation. It is expected that the
hike will be 8.7 percent, a boost to
the more than 70 million Americans
benefitting from the program.
Retirees, widowers, those who
are disabled and others will all see
the increase reflected in their 2023
benefits.
On average, retirees now receive
a monthly benefit of $1,656. The
new COLA adjustment would increase that total by $144.10, according to the Senior Citizens League, a
bipartisan advocacy group.
Beneficiaries can estimate their
own increases by multiplying their
gross benefit amount by 0.087.
Around 25 percent of Americans
receive Social Security, and 1 in 5
U.S. household budgets will be af-

groceries alike.
A COLA boost of 8.7 percent
is very rare and will likely be the
largest increase ever received by
most beneficiaries alive today.
Historically, increases rose
above 8.7 percent only three times.
All of those hikes were decades
ago — between 1979 and 1981
— which was also a time of high
inflation.
Annual automatic COLAs were

first introduced in 1975.
The adjustments are based on the
Consumer Price Index for Urban
Wage Earners and Clerical Workers, while the 8.7 percent figure
was estimated based on August
figures. The estimate is smaller than
a previous forecast of 9.6 percent.
COLAs also reflect the index’s
increases from the third quarter of
the previous year and applied to the
corresponding quarter of the current
year in which the COLA became
effective, according to the Social
Security Administration.
Annual increases help ensure
beneficiaries maintain buying
power when inflation causes prices
to spike. They are also permanent
and will gradually increase incomes
throughout individuals’ retirement
years.
But whether an extra $144.10
each month translates into greater
purchasing power remains to be
seen, as a large proportion of older
individuals’ benefits goes toward
paying for health care and housing— two sectors that have seen

costs spike.
The National Council on Aging
estimates more than 15 million
U.S. adults aged 65 or older are
economically insecure and have
incomes below 200 percent of the
federal poverty level.
Inflation rates and housing costs
can also vary depending on where
you live, and not every beneficiary
will receive equal benefits from
the COLA.
“Without a COLA that adequately keeps pace with inflation,
Social Security benefits purchase
less and less over time, and that
can create hardships especially as
older Americans live longer lives
in retirement,” a September Senior
Citizens League statement reads.
The large COLA might also
put some retirees over an income
threshold that requires them to
pay income taxes on part of their
benefit. Single filers who have a
combined income equal to or below
$25,000 pay no taxes on their benefits. For joint filers, that threshold
is $32,000.

Deborah Westbrook (left) and Rhonda Forsgerg
election. Supreme Court Justice
Ron Parraguire is unopposed in
from drug court but are often denied his bid for reelection. In the Court
treatment until their case is adjudi- of Appeals, Judge Bonnie Bulla
and Judge Michael P. Gibbons are
cated in District Court.
“There is such a Justice Court unopposed.
By contrast, a seat on the Sudrug court, but it is not utilized as
frequently as I think it could be,” preme Court vacated by Justice
he says, adding that District Court Abbi Silver drew six applicants.
Running a statewide judicial
has “a bunch of different inpatient
treatment facilities, and outpatient campaign is consuming, says Westbrook, when asked about the dearth
treatment.”
“I’d like to see mental health of competitive races.
“You have to be ready to travel
services utilized as well, and I don’t
think we need to wait until someone up north and spend a significant
pleads to the serious charge before amount of time in the rural areas
we utilize mental health as well as and get to know all of the people
throughout the state,” she says, adddrug court.”
Early voting runs from Oct. 22 ing it requires raising more money
through Nov. 4. Election Day is to get the word out. “And there’s
the sense that you don’t necessarily
Nov. 8.

want to run against an incumbent.
And you don’t want to run against
somebody who already has relationships with the community. It’s
kind of an uphill battle.”
Westbrook raised $409,989 as of
June 30, and spent $129,047.
“I think the success that I’ve
had fundraising sort of speaks to
the trust that the Nevada legal community has placed in me to serve on
the Court of Appeals,” adding she
has support from both plaintiff and
defense attorneys.
Her opponent, Forsberg, raised
$4,698 and spent $825. She did
not respond to requests for an
interview.
Westbrook says she’s seeking
election to the Appeals Court because she’s “actually spent the last
nine years exclusively handling
appellate matters in the criminal
realm. The role of appellate court
practitioners is really to point out
errors that happened in the District
Court and to be able to show why
those errors were harmful.”
She’s also practiced civil law for
several private firms.
Forsberg is a former family law
attorney who applied in 2018 for a
position on the Clark County Family Court bench, but was not chosen.
The following year, Gov. Steve
Sisolak appointed her to the court.
She is endorsed by the governor,
according to her website.

Her application says she “volunteered as legal counsel for Nevada
Partnership for Homeless Youth”
and was “asked to assist the board
of directors after that organization
suffered a financial scandal.”
Sisolak’s former girlfriend,
Kathleen Vermillion, who ran the
nonprofit until the alleged scandal,
denied any wrongdoing and was
never charged.
Forsberg wrote in her 2019 application for appointment to Family Court that one percent of her
litigation in the previous five years
involved appellate court. Forsberg
also reported having no involvement in criminal cases, which make
up more than half of the docket in
appellate court, according to data
compiled by the court.
“My law practice includes divorce, custody, guardianship, adoptions, child support, premarital/
postnuptial agreements, and being
appointed as court appointed counsel in juvenile dependency,” her
application said.
Unlike most of the judges on the
state’s appellate bench, Westbrook
has never been a judge, but she
notes that Supreme Court Justice
Kristina Pickering went from attorney to the state’s high court.
“She’s done an excellent job,
but I think it is a little bit more of
a challenge if you haven’t been a
judge in the past,” Westbrook says.

fected by the COLA spike, meaning
it could have a significant impact on
the economy as a whole.
And for people depending on
Social Security every month, it will
especially be important. One-quarter of American seniors rely on their
monthly social security payment for
all or the majority of their earnings.
The boost comes as inflation
squeezes Americans’ budgets, affecting costs of holiday travel and

Four of five statewide appeals court races unopposed
By Dana Gentry
Nevada Current
Of the five statewide appellate
court races on the ballot in Nevada,
only one remains to be decided —
Dept. 1 on the Court of Appeals,
where longtime Clark County chief
deputy public defender Deborah
Westbrook faces Clark County
Family Court Judge Rhonda Forsberg for a seat being vacated by
Judge Jerome Tao.
Clark County District Judge
Linda Bell is running unopposed
for Seat A on the Supreme Court,
currently held by Justice James
Hardesty, who did not seek re-

Justice Court
(Continued from Page 9)
years, but says he’d be able “switch
to being a trier of fact” if elected to
Justice Court.
“I understand I wouldn’t be
able to advocate anymore,” he said
during an interview.
“But I think I can be unbiased
and neutral. And that’s one of the
reasons I decided to run for this
job,” Berkley concluded.
Berkley’s campaign website
features an endorsement from
his mother, who says her son is a
“listener” and has “quintessential
judicial temperament.”
Berkley says he’d like to see
options increased in Justice Court
for defendants who may benefit
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Elon Musk agrees to $44B acquisition
of Twitter in hopes of averting trial
By Rebecca Klar
The Hill
Elon Musk agreed to pay $44 billion to
buy Twitter if a lawsuit brought by the company in an attempt to force him to follow
through with the deal is closed, according
to a filing with the Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC) uploaded Tuesday.
Attorneys representing Musk sent a letter
to Twitter Monday stating that they intend
to proceed with the closing of the deal the
parties agreed to in April, provided that the
court enters an immediate stay in the case.
The offer on Tuesday to follow through
on the deal Musk reached with the company
comes roughly two weeks before the Tesla
CEO was set to face Twitter in a trial over
the deal.
News of Musk’s intent to move forward
with the deal at the original offer of $54.20
per share was first reported by Bloomberg
News. After the report, trading of Twitter
shares halted.

A Twitter spokesperson said the company
intends to close the deal with Musk.
“We received the letter from the Musk
parties which they have filed with the SEC.
The intention of the Company is to close the
transaction at $54.20 per share,” the spokes-

person said in a statement.
The Hill reached out to an attorney for
Musk for comment.
Musk was trying to back out of the deal
over allegations that Twitter was breaching its
side by not providing him with information
about the number of spam bot accounts on the
platform. He tried to boost his case based on
allegations raised by a Twitter whistleblower
that in part cast doubt over how the company
counts bot accounts online.
Twitter denied Musk’s allegations, and
was suing to try to hold the billionaire accountable to follow through with the deal to
buy the company.
Reports that Musk intends to go through
with his plan to buy the social media company triggered backlash from advocacy groups
arguing that it will open the platform up to
even more hate speech and misinformation
online.
Musk has said he wants to embrace a “free
speech” approach, meaning he would lean

less heavily on content moderation measures.
He’s also signaled that Twitter should let
former President Trump back on the platform,
which would reverse the permanent ban it
instated on Trump’s account after the Jan. 6,
2021, riot at the Capitol.
Angelo Carusone, president of watchdog
group Media Matters, said that under, Musk
Twitter will “become a supercharged engine
of radicalization if he follows through with
even a fraction of what he has promised.”
“In effect, Musk will turn Twitter into a
fever swamp of dangerous conspiracy theories, partisan chicanery, and operationalized
harassment,” Carusone said in a statement.
Bridget Todd, communications director
of the women’s advocacy group UltraViolet,
said threats of violence against women of
color will “skyrocket.”
“Get ready. Elon Musk is about to rip open
Pandora’s box and flood the internet once
again with hate, misogyny, racism and conspiracy theories,” Todd said in a statement.

analyzed Trump’s tweets and their themes.
“I don’t think it would be immediate, but I
think it would be really hard to resist because
the impact is so much more pronounced and
powerful on Twitter than they have been on
his other platform,” Monahan added.
Democrats would almost certainly oppose
any reinstatement. Lawmakers warned shortly after Musk first tried to buy the company
that bringing Trump back online would lead
to a flood of outrageous statements that could
incite violence.
Seemingly validating those concerns,
Trump posted last week on Truth Social that
Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell
(R-Ky.) had a “death wish,” which lawmakers
condemned as a call to violence.
While Trump has nearly 4 million followers on Truth Social, it’s a fraction of the
nearly 90 million he had on Twitter.
Multiple outlets have reported on the satisfaction Trump got as he or an aide pressed
“tweet” on a message while he was in the
White House, then turned on cable news to
see coverage quickly pivot to what he had
written.
While some of Trump’s posts on Truth
Social still get traction with a wider audience, even Musk dismissed it as “essentially
a rightwing echo chamber” in an interview
with The Financial Times published Friday.

Part of the reason for that, Monahan argued, is that scores of journalists use Twitter
regularly as part of their jobs. When Trump
would tweet, his message would quickly
spread as reporters retweeted and quote
tweeted it as news of the day.
A Twitter reinstatement could lead to
much greater exposure for Trump’s musings,
Monahan said, as journalists who have largely ignored his posts on Truth Social would
once again be able to quickly and conveniently highlight his tweets, even if they contained
falsehoods or inflammatory rhetoric.
“A return to Twitter reflexively would give
him a little bit more attention,” Monahan said.
Trump allies believe a return to Twitter
would largely be beneficial, though they
pointed to his previous statements as a sign
that he would not immediately hop back on
the platform without it being on his own
terms.
One GOP operative with ties to Trump’s
orbit argued access to Twitter could further
entrench him as a kingmaker within the GOP
at a time when Trump is mulling whether to
run for president again in 2024.
But there is a risk that a reinstatement to
Twitter could cut both ways for Trump.
The former president’s return to the
spotlight in the news cycle after the FBI
searched his Mar-a-Lago home in August
was followed by a surge in polling for Democrats as they sought to make the midterms
a choice between their party and the Trump
wing of the GOP.
And Trump has had a tendency to cause
headaches with his own tweets in the past,
such as when he appeared to contradict his
logic for firing former FBI Director James
Comey and when he tweeted out attacks on
former Vice President Mike Pence as violence was unfolding on Jan. 6, 2021.
“I’ve said it before and I’ll say it again,”
tweeted Kurt Bardella, a former GOP staffer
turned Democratic strategist. “Elon Musk
inviting Trump back to Twitter is the October
surprise Kevin McCarthy & Mitch McConnell don’t want to see happen.”

New life for Musk-Twitter deal raises the Trump question
By Brett Samuels
The Hill
Elon Musk’s renewed interest in purchasing Twitter is again raising the prospect
that its most famously banned user could be
allowed back.
Former President Trump has been adamant that he will stick with Truth Social, the
fledgling social media platform he helped
found, regardless of whether he is welcomed
back to Twitter. But experts and Trump allies
believe the allure of the massive Twitter audience would be too great to resist, putting
his future there front and center as the Musk
deal shows new signs of life.
“It’s coming…” former Trump legal
adviser Jenna Ellis tweeted this week, along
with an edited video that showed Trump
returning to Twitter with a tweet that read:
“Your favorite president is back!” as Musk
looked on.
Trump has been banned from Twitter since
January 2021 in the wake of his tweets around
the violence at the Capitol, which followed
months of spreading falsehoods about the
2020 election. YouTube and Facebook have
both also kicked Trump off their sites.
The ban has deprived him of his preferred
megaphone since leaving office, leaving
him relegated to posting on Truth Social,
sending those posts and other statements as
press releases and conducting the occasional
interview, typically with friendly conservative hosts.
After a series of snags in negotiations
between Musk and Twitter that saw the billionaire try to get out of the deal, Musk on
Tuesday said he planned to follow through
on his offer to buy the platform on the same
terms that were agreed upon in April.
“I do think it was not correct to ban
Donald Trump. I think that was a mistake,”
Musk said in May. “It alienated a large part
of the country and did not ultimately result in
Donald Trump not having a voice.”
A final sale to Musk is far from assured.
Twitter sued Musk in July to try to force him
to go through with the original deal after he

attempted to back out, citing the number of
spam accounts on the platform. The company
has yet to accept the latest proposal, and the
litigation between the two sides is ongoing.
The latest developments, however, have
rekindled chatter among Trump allies, critics
and Democrats about what the purchase could
mean for the former president’s future on
the platform, as Musk could quickly move
to reinstate Trump to signal he is serious
about reforms.
Trump has spent much of the last year
posting on Truth Social, where he has millions of followers, and his posts often dabble
in conspiracy theories and misinformation
about the 2020 election and investigations
into his conduct.
“I am not going on Twitter. I am going to
stay on Truth,” Trump told Fox News after
Musk first offered to buy the company. He
has also dismissed Twitter as “boring” and
unexciting since his forced departure from it.
But experts and Trump allies believe the
allure of Twitter’s reach, its familiarity and its
legitimacy with members of the media would
make it too much to turn down.
“What we know about Trump and his
rhetoric and how it connects to his actions, he
will want it to look like he would deign to go
back to Twitter,” said Brian Monahan, a professor at Baldwin Wallace University who has

Everything we know about Musk’s shifting plans to buy Twitter

By Karl Evers-Hillstrom
The Hill
Elon Musk is proceeding with a deal
to buy Twitter for $44 billion, the original
purchase price agreed upon in April, amid
an intense legal battle between the two sides.
The billionaire businessman is reversing
course from his previous attempts to back
out of the deal, where he argued that Twitter
wasn’t truthful about the number of bot accounts on the platform. Twitter denied those
claims and sued Musk to force the sale to
go through.
Here’s what we know about Musk’s renewed effort to buy Twitter.
Musk wants to avoid a
highly publicized trial
As part of his proposed deal to buy Twitter
for $54.20 per share, Musk demanded that
Twitter drop its lawsuit against him.
A trial before a Delaware court is scheduled to take place in just two weeks. Musk’s
demand comes after the court released a trove
of his private text messages and just before
Musk was set to be questioned under oath by
Twitter lawyers on Thursday.
At Twitter’s request, the court last week
released a 40-page document of texts between Musk and other well-known figures,
including former Twitter CEO Jack Dorsey,
that appeared to portray his Twitter takeover
bid as rushed and disorganized.
Texts between Musk and Bret Taylor, the
chairman of Twitter’s board of directors,
revealed that Musk was well aware of the
bot account issue, potentially worsening his
legal position.
“This is hard to do as a public company,
as purging fake users will make the numbers
look terrible, so restructuring should be done
as a private company,” Musk wrote in a text.
Musk’s most recent proposal is contingent
on adjourning the upcoming trial and all
other legal proceedings related to the buyout.
That would prevent the court from releasing

more of Musk’s texts, including his communications with a Twitter whistleblower who
alleged that the social media company lied
about the number of bots on its platform.
Twitter’s politics could
shift under Musk
Musk has said he’s buying Twitter to boost
“free speech” and has signaled he’ll overhaul
Twitter’s policy of removing posts it considers dangerous and adding disclaimers to posts
that are deemed misinformation.
He’s pushed back on permanent bans of
Twitter users, including former President
Trump, who was banned from the platform
following the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S.
Capitol.
“Would be great to unwind permanent
bans, except for spam accounts and those that
explicitly advocate violence,” Musk texted
Twitter CEO Parag Agrawal earlier this year.
Musk tweeted earlier this year that he
will vote Republican in November, citing
Democrats’ criticism of him and “a very
cold shoulder” toward his companies Tesla
and SpaceX. Musk later tweeted that he is
leaning toward supporting Florida Gov. Ron

DeSantis (R) for president in 2024.
Musk’s takeover would fundamentally
change Twitter’s user base. When he initially
agreed to buy Twitter in April, hundreds of
thousands of users deactivated their accounts,
while leading GOP figures gained tens of
thousands of new followers.
Republican lawmakers and right-leaning
commentators have praised Musk’s bid to
buy Twitter, arguing that the app is currently
biased against conservatives. Left-leaning
groups and Twitter employees have expressed
concern that he will turn the platform into an
unregulated “swamp.”
“In effect, Musk will turn Twitter into a
fever swamp of dangerous conspiracy theories, partisan chicanery, and operationalized
(See Musk’s Shifting Plans, Page 12)
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Nevada could be the Senate
Republicans’ ace in the hole
By Nate Silver
On the surface, Nevada seems to validate
the otherwise somewhat unsuccessful hypothesis of the 2002 book ”The Emerging
Democratic Majority.” Authors John Judis
and Ruy Teixeira predicted that Nevada
would become a light-blue state as Democrats
held onto their unionized, working-class
base and demographic change brought new
Democratic voters into the fold.
Although Democratic nominee John Kerry narrowly lost to George W. Bush in Nevada
in the following presidential election, Barack
Obama carried the state by a whopping 12.5
percentage points in 2008, and Democrats
have won the state in every presidential
election since. Nevada’s senators, Catherine
Cortez Masto and Jacky Rosen, are both
Democrats, as is its governor, Steve Sisolak,
and three of its four U.S. representatives.
So, Nevada is usually a pretty reliable state
for Democrats, right? Well, not so fast. Cortez
Masto, up for reelection this year, is narrowly
trailing in the polling average against her Republican opponent, Adam Laxalt, the state’s
former attorney general. Our forecast has this
race at about as close to 50/50 odds as it gets.
And just to be clear about the stakes here,
Nevada couldn’t be much more important
in determining which party controls the
Senate. It is Republicans’ most likely pickup
opportunity, according to FiveThirtyEight’s
forecast — and the GOP’s second-best target,
Georgia, took a big hit this week after new
allegations surfaced that Republican nominee
Herschel Walker paid for his then-girlfriend
to get an abortion in 2009.
The math is fairly simple. If Democrats
pick up a seat in Pennsylvania, where Lt.
Gov. John Fetterman is favored to win,
Republicans will need two pickups to gain
control of the Senate, and Nevada and Georgia are the easiest targets. If Fetterman loses,
they’ll need one of the two. According to our
interactive, Republicans’ chances of flipping
the Senate shoot up to 56 percent if they win
Nevada but are just 11 percent if they don’t.
So let’s take a deeper look.
Nevada isn’t that blue
Consider Nevada’s presidential, congressional and gubernatorial elections since 2000.
Several things stand out. First, although
Democrats have a four-election winning
streak in presidential races, their record in
congressional and gubernatorial elections is
checkered. Sisolak was the first Democrat
elected governor there since 1994. And even
though Cortez Masto’s Class III Senate seat
was in Democratic hands for some time
thanks to former Senate Majority Leader
Harry Reid, Rosen’s Class I seat was held
by Republicans between 2001 and 2019.

House races in Nevada have been swingy,
meanwhile. As recently as 2014, Republicans
won the state’s combined popular vote for the
U.S. House by 17.4 points.
And with the exceptions of Obama and
Reid — and we’ll come back to what they
had in common in a moment — Democratic
wins in Nevada have been narrow. Hillary
Clinton’s 2.4-point win in 2016 was similar to
her national margin of victory in the popular
vote — and Joe Biden’s 2.4-point win in 2020
was less than his 4.5-point national popular-vote win. Sisolak and Rosen, meanwhile,
won their gubernatorial and Senate races by 4
and 5 points, respectively, in 2018, but both
of them underperformed the national political
environment that year, which favored Democrats by almost 9 points. Whether you call
Nevada blue, red or purple is something of
a semantic question. But it certainly hasn’t
been a reliable state for Democrats.
Nevada isn’t a great fit for
the new Democratic coalition
Paired together as tipping-point states
this year, Nevada and Georgia are moving
in opposite directions.
Georgia has a sizable share of Black voters
and a multiethnic coalition of increasingly
college-educated voters in Atlanta and its
suburbs. The Black vote there has held up
relatively well for Democrats, and they’ve
been gaining ground with college-educated
professionals in almost every election. If you
tried to create a state in a lab where Democratic fortunes improved even as they had
problems elsewhere, Georgia would be about
as good a formula as you could get.
Nevada, on the other hand, ranks 44th in
the share of adults with a college degree, right
between Oklahoma and Alabama. Its Black
population is below the national average but

increasing. It does have a considerable share
of Hispanic and Asian American voters, but
they are often working-class — subgroups
that Democrats have increasingly struggled
with in recent years.
Of course, Nevada is sui generis, with
several economic and demographic attributes
that aren’t that common in other states. On the
one hand, it has a massive workforce in the
gaming (gambling), leisure and hospitality
industries. To give you some sense of the
scale, just one hospitality and entertainment
company, MGM Resorts International, employs 77,000 people in Nevada, roughly as
large a share of its workforce as Ford Motor
Company employs in Michigan. These are
mostly working-class and middle-class jobs,
often unionized, often held by employees of
color. But Nevada doesn’t have as many jobs
in culturally progressive industries like media
and technology.
On the other hand, Nevada is a major
destination for out-migrants from other states
who are attracted to its warm weather, lack
of state income tax and laissez-faire lifestyle.
Only 26 percent of Nevada residents were
born in Nevada, easily the lowest of any
U.S. state. Nevada has traditionally had a big
third-party vote — it was one of Ross Perot’s
better states, for instance.
This latter group of voters can also be
relatively apolitical. If people migrate to
Colorado for its crunchy, progressive politics,
and to Florida for its YOLO conservatism, the
prevailing attitude in Nevada is live-and-letlive, which sometimes borders on political
apathy. Political participation is relatively
low. Its turnout rate in 2020 was 65.4 percent,
lower than the 66.8 percent in the U.S. overall — which is unusual because swing states
usually have high turnout. By comparison, for

instance, turnout was 71.7 percent in Florida
in 2020 and 76.4 percent in Colorado.
Turnout could be Democrats’
saving grace
Let’s return to that question I teased
earlier. What did Obama and Reid, the two
big Democratic overperformers in Nevada,
have in common? For that matter, what about
Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders, who never got
to compete in a general election in Nevada
but performed extremely well in the state’s
Democratic caucuses in 2020?
Well, Reid, Obama and Sanders relied
heavily on organization, turnout and the
state’s union-backed Democratic machine.
It’s hard to know whether Cortez Masto
— and Sisolak, who is also in a very tight
reelection race — will be able to pull off the
same. But if you have two large voting blocs
in Nevada, and the more conservative of the
two is somewhat politically apathetic, turnout at least potentially works to Democrats’
advantage.
Indeed, this may be a race where Democrats need the turnout edge because the
other dynamics of the campaign don’t work
in their favor. Though he’s an election denier
who served as one of then-President Donald
Trump’s Nevada campaign chairs in 2020,
Laxalt has a relatively traditional resume
as the state’s former attorney general — an
exception among Republicans in competitive Senate races this year — and in recent
polling, he has decent personal favorability
ratings.
Although abortion is a strong issue for
Cortez Masto in a relatively irreligious state
like Nevada, voters in the Silver State rank
the economy as their top issue. It’s understandable in a state that was hit hard by the
housing bubble and that relies on highly
cyclical industries like the casino business,
which suffered during the COVID-19 pandemic.
On the turnout front, a CNN/SSRS poll
yesterday had both good and bad news for
Cortez Masto, depending on how you squint
at it. In the survey, she led by 3 points among
registered voters but trailed by 2 points
among likely voters. Polls among likely
voters are usually more reliable, and so the
+2 number for Laxalt is the one in our polling
average and forecast. But it does suggest a
gap that could be closed by a strong turnout
operation.
Reid, for instance, won comfortably in
2010 despite trailing in the polling average.
Cortez Masto may need a little bit of Reid
magic to hold onto her seat.
*****
Nate Silver is the founder and editor in
chief of FiveThirtyEight.

Republicans feel more optimistic about capturing Senate control
By Alexander Bolton
The Hill
Republicans are feeling new
optimism about their chances of
taking over the Senate as struggling
GOP candidates in Pennsylvania,
Arizona and Ohio have stabilized
their races, giving themselves a
chance to gain ground in the polls
after a tough summer.
Republican Dr. Mehmet Oz, the
celebrity doctor, is starting to close
the gap in Pennsylvania as a barrage
of attacks on Democratic candidate
John Fetterman are starting to take
their toll.
In Arizona and Ohio, GOP nominees backed by former President
Trump came under criticism from
fellow Republicans for lackluster
fundraising and falling behind their
Democratic opponents in the polls.
Meanwhile, Republicans still
regard Nevada as one of their top
two pickup opportunities. Polls

in the state show former Attorney
General Adam Laxalt with a consistent — though small — lead over
incumbent Sen. Catherine Cortez
Masto (D).
Republicans think that the political momentum that President
Biden and Democrats received after
passing key pieces of Biden’s agenda, including tax reform, climate
programs and prescription drug

(Continued from Page 11)
harassment,” Angelo Carusone,
president of the liberal media
watchdog group Media Matters for
America, said in a statement.
Musk would overhaul
Twitter’s business model
Musk wants to expand Twitter
into an all-purpose app that users
rely on for messaging, shopping,
video gaming and web browsing, like China’s hugely popular
WeChat app. Under his proposed
plan, Twitter could take a cut of
digital payments made on the app
to boost revenue. “Buying Twitter
is an accelerant to creating X, the
everything app,” Musk tweeted.
Musk has expressed envy toward TikTok’s algorithm that keeps
users hooked on the app and wants
to transform Twitter into a creator-friendly platform that relies
more on video. He’s also said that
users should be able to choose their
preferred algorithm.

Musk has pledged to rid Twitter of spam and bot activity by
authenticating real users. Twitter
has admitted to overcounting its
number of real users but estimated
that less than 5 percent of daily
users are bots.
Former Twitter security chief
Peiter Zatko alleged in August that
the platform inflated the number
of real users, stating that executives received multimillion-dollar
bonuses for boosting daily users.
Zatko said he was fired for warning
about security vulnerabilities that
pose a threat to user data, while
Twitter said he was fired for poor
performance.
Musk has openly criticized
top Twitter executives, including
Agrawal, throughout the legal battle. Analysts expect Musk to shake
up the company’s leadership if the
deal goes through, but it’s unclear
who he would bring on to replace
them.

Musk’s Shifting Plans

reform, is starting to fade.
They also say polls from the
summer were influenced by the
Supreme Court’s decision striking
down Roe v. Wade in late June and
think that issue will be less potent
a month from now.
“I was in two fundraisers last
week and I’m getting the sense
that Republicans in the Senate are
feeling pretty good or really good,”

said Brian Darling, a Republican
strategist and former Senate aide.
“I get the sense that they’re
looking at Nevada, Georgia, Pennsylvania, plus — maybe picking up
another seat,” he added. “I’m a little
surprised.”
Republicans grew pessimistic
about their prospects of winning
back the Senate over the summer
as Fetterman, Pennsylvania’s lieutenant governor, pulled out to a big
lead over Oz and GOP candidates
Blake Masters and J.D. Vance, in
Arizona and Ohio respectively,
appeared to flounder.
GOP strategists predict persistently high inflation will continue
to take a toll on Democrats and that
gas prices will start climbing again
now that OPEC has announced it
would cut oil production.
“People are looking at polling
trends and internal polling,” Darling said, arguing that over the sum-

mer, “people were overemphasizing
the impact of the abortion issue and
the impact of gas prices coming
down a bit.
“The issue that obliterates all
other issues is the economy,” he
added.
The political forecasting website
FiveThirtyEight.com a few weeks
ago gave Democrats a 71 percent
chance of keeping control of the
Senate, but those odds have now
dipped to 67 percent.
Senate Minority Leader Mitch
McConnell (R-Ky.) last week said
Republicans have a “50-50 shot of
getting the Senate back.”
“We’re in a bunch of close races,” he said. “It’s going to be really,
really close either way.”
Pennsylvania has been the bellwether race in the battle for the
Senate and Oz has steadily gained
ground on Fetterman, who is re(See Senate Control, Page 13)
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Biden to pardon all federal offenses
of simple marijuana possession

By Nathaniel Weixel
The Hill
President Biden will pardon
everyone who has been convicted
of simple possession of marijuana
under federal law, the White House
announced Thursday.
“There are thousands of people
who have prior federal convictions
for marijuana possession, who may
be denied employment, housing,
or educational opportunities as a
result. My action will help relieve
the collateral consequences arising
from these convictions,” Biden said
in a statement.
The pardons will also include
people who have been convicted of
simple possession in the District of
Columbia.
The announcement represents
the most significant action on marijuana the Biden administration has
taken to date — and a major step
towards decriminalization.
Marijuana is illegal under feder-

al law, even as states have moved
toward legal use for recreational
and medical purposes.
As a candidate, Biden stopped
short of endorsing legalization

of recreational marijuana, but he
supported moving towards decriminalization.
“Too many lives have been
upended because of our failed ap-

proach to marijuana. It’s time that
we right these wrongs,” he said in a
video announcing the move.
The White House is urging
governors to take similar action.

Administration officials told reporters the pardons could benefit about
6,500 people, though officials said
there is nobody in federal prison for
simple marijuana possession.
Officials noted there are far more
people who have been convicted
under state law.
In addition, Biden is asking the
secretary of Health and Human
Services and the attorney general
to “expeditiously” review how
marijuana is scheduled under federal law.
Marijuana is a Schedule I drug,
meaning it is in the same category
as drugs like heroin and LSD. According to the federal government,
it has a high potential for abuse and
no accepted medical value.
A senior administration official
said the review will take time
because “it must be based on a
scientific review of the evidence,”
and the White House is not going to
set an “arbitrary deadline.”

not support federal descheduling.
During his time in the Senate, Biden
authored some of the very laws that
advocates say has led to a disproportionate number of incarcerated
Black people for relatively minor
offenses.
So the announcement represents
a major shift not just in the federal
approach to marijuana, but also in
Biden’s.
It doesn’t decriminalize
marijuana
Biden’s order is a step toward
decriminalization, but it doesn’t
go all the way. That is something
Congress will have to do.
Senate Majority Leader Charles
Schumer (D-N.Y.) introduced legislation to expunge some criminal
records and remove marijuana from
the Controlled Substances Act, but
it currently doesn’t have the votes
to pass.
“Members of Congress have
been working on this issue with one
significant bill passing the House.

That effort has stalled and we are
almost at the end of this Congress,”
a senior administration official said
Thursday.
Freedman said Biden’s apparent
evolution on marijuana could be the
catalyst for Congress to act.
It doesn’t change how
marijuana is scheduled
Biden ordered the departments
of Justice and of Health and Human
Services to conduct a review of
whether to reschedule marijuana.
Marijuana is a Schedule I drug,
meaning it is in the same category
as drugs like heroin and LSD, and
more serious than fentanyl. According to the federal government, it has
a high potential for abuse and no
accepted medical value.
Freedman, who served as Colorado’s cannabis czar in 2014 when
the state legalized marijuana, said
the process to reschedule a drug
can typically take 5 to 10 years. He
said the likely outcome of reclassifying marijuana as a Schedule 2
substance — meaning it could have
some medicinal benefits but is still
harmful — would have a fairly
limited impact.
“And so I think there’s more to
gain from using this as a moment
for a national conversation [about
the limits of prohibition] than to
talk through the merits of rescheduling,” Freedman said.
Even Democratic lawmakers
urged Biden to do more than just
conduct a review.
“A review by HHS of how
cannabis is scheduled is welcome,
but those of us who have been
advocating for reform, we already
know that a comprehensive federal solution is needed,” Sen. Ron
Wyden (D-Ore.) said in a statement
on Thursday.

What Biden’s marijuana order does and doesn’t do

By Nathaniel Weixel
The Hill
President Biden on Thursday
announced mass pardons for federal
marijuana possession, a step long
sought by advocates and the most
significant action on marijuana his
administration has taken to date.
He also directed federal agencies to
conduct a review of whether marijuana should remain a Schedule I
substance.
Advocates, lawmakers and experts cheered the moves, but acknowledged there are limitations.
Here’s what Biden’s marijuana
order does and does not do:
People convicted of simple
possession will be pardoned
The pardons will clear everyone convicted on federal charges
of simple possession since it first
became a crime. The pardons will
also extend to anyone convicted
under District of Columbia drug
laws, since the District is not a state
and charges in D.C. are technically
considered federal charges.
Possession of marijuana is a
misdemeanor punishable by up to
one year in jail and a minimum fine
of $1,000 for a first conviction.
More than 6,500 people were
convicted of simple possession
between 1992 and 2021 under
federal law, and thousands more
under D.C. code, White House
officials said. But the vast majority
of convictions happen at the state
level. The White House appealed to
governors to follow suit and issue
the same pardon.
A pardon won’t mean people’s
records will be expunged, but the
Justice Department said it would
remove “civil disabilities,” which
include restrictions on the right
to vote, to hold office or to sit on

a jury.
The pardons won’t cover any
other marijuana offenses
Any other charges beyond simple possession, like distribution or
possession with intent to distribute,
are not covered by Biden’s announcement.
As a result, nobody is getting
released from jail because of the
pardons. There isn’t anyone currently in federal prison solely for
simple possession, White House
officials said.
“There are thousands of people
who have prior federal convictions
for marijuana possession, who may
be denied employment, housing,
or educational opportunities as a
result. My action will help relieve
the collateral consequences arising
from these convictions,” Biden said
in a statement.
It moves the federal
government more
in line with states
Currently, 37 states and the

Senate Control

(Continued from Page 12)
covering from a stroke suffered earlier this
year and still has problems hearing, requiring
him to rely on closed captioning in video
conversations.
Republicans have pounded Fetterman
over his record as the chairman of Pennsylvania’s Board of Pardon’s amid rising
crime and a spate of high-profile incidents
in Philadelphia.
The Cook Political Report earlier this
week shifted the Pennsylvania Senate race
back to the toss-up category after rating it
as a “lean Democratic” race for nearly two
months.
National Republican Senatorial Committee (NRSC) Chairman Rick Scott (R-Fla.)
last month identified Nevada and Georgia
as Senate Republicans’ two best pickup
opportunities.
Since then, former NFL star Herschel
Walker, the Senate GOP nominee in Georgia,
has continued to struggle.
The latest damaging revelation about
Walker, who wants to completely ban abortion, is that he paid for a girlfriend’s abortion.
Walker denied the allegation, but his defense
was undercut when it was further revealed
that he later had a child with the woman who
claimed he paid for the procedure.
Polls show the Democratic incumbent,
Sen. Raphael Warnock (D), consistently
ahead of Walker.

District of Columbia have legalized
medical marijuana, and 19 states
have legal adult-use marijuana.
Five states have legalization on
the ballot in November. Yet even
as states moved toward greater
acceptance, the federal government has continued to focus on
prohibition, treating marijuana as
a dangerously illegal drug with no
potential benefits.
“We have something really
crazy going on that can’t go on anymore, which is that there are active
state legal markets that are doing
billions of dollars of commerce.
And this should be treated as a
regulated product, and yet the federal government has kind of been
operating under almost a ‘don’t
ask, don’t tell’ policy here,” said
Andrew Freedman, executive director of the Coalition for Cannabis
Policy, Education and Regulation.
During the 2020 campaign,
Biden was the only Democratic
presidential candidate who did

But Republicans are heartened by a new
CBS News-YouGov poll conducted from
Sept. 30 to Oct. 4 in Arizona, showing Masters trailing Sen. Mark Kelly (D) by only
three points.
“It does seem like the Republican candidates in a few states, Pennsylvania and
maybe even Arizona, have settled down their
campaigns a bit,” said Steven S. Smith, a
professor of political science at Washington
University in St. Louis.
Smith, who spent five days in Arizona this
past week, said Masters has tried to reach out
to more moderate Republicans, distancing
himself from the pro-Trump rhetoric he employed to win the primary earlier this year.
He overhauled his campaign website
to soften language on abortion, deleting a
statement expressing support for a federal
personhood law.
And the NRSC has just announced a new
seven-figure advertising investment in Arizona, another sign that Republicans still think
Masters has a chance to win, even though
the Senate Leadership Fund, a super PAC
linked to McConnell, canceled $10 million
in advertising in the state last month.
The Senate Leadership Fund has instead
shifted its money to Ohio, announcing in August a $28 million ad buy to prop up Vance,
who has lagged far behind his Democratic
opponent, Rep. Tim Ryan, in fundraising.
The nonpartisan research company AdIm-

pact now projects voters will see $344 million
worth of political spending on ads.
Matt Dole, a Republican political consultant based in Ohio, said Vance has found
his footing in the campaign after struggling
over the summer.
“The polls show that J.D. Vance has settled
into a comfortable, small lead. And certainly
the context on the ground indicates he has
the wind at his back. In a mid-term election
year, more Republicans turn out than Democrats. The economy is bad and the incumbent
president is Democrat. All of those context
things point to J.D. Vance having the wind
at his back.”
There’s also growing discussion about the
possibility that the polls are undercounting
Trump-allied voters as they did in 2016 and
2020.
“What is true of these polls is that when
you get down into the cross tabs, they wildly
oversample college-educated men and women who have traditionally leaned left over the
last few cycles,” Dole said.
“The hypothesis is if the polls show Vance
up three points, he’s probably up five to eight
points,” Dole continued.
Senate Democrats acknowledge they’re
nervous about the polls misreading Republican voter enthusiasm in yet another election
cycle.
“The classic view of polling is that at best
it’s a snapshot in time, and the only one that

matters is the one on Election Day,” said Sen.
Richard Blumenthal (D-Conn.).
Vance and Ryan are scheduled to hold
their first and only statewide debate on
Monday.
A Spectrum News-Siena College poll of
642 likely Ohio voters conducted from Sept.
18 to Sept. 22 showed Ryan leading Vance by
three points but a Marist poll of 1,347 Ohio
adults showed Vance up by a point.
In Wisconsin, where Democrats hope to
knock off GOP incumbent Sen. Ron Johnson, a Republican negative advertising blitz
has driven down the favorable ratings of
Democratic candidate Mandela Barnes, the
lieutenant governor.
A recent AARP Wisconsin poll showed
Johnson leading Barnes by five points, 51
percent to 46 percent, among likely voters.
Most worrying for Democrats, Barnes’s
favorable rating stood at 43 percent — five
points lower than Johnson, who had a 48
percent favorable rating.
Kyle Kondik, a political analyst at the University of Virginia Center for Politics, said in
the last four election cycles there are instances “where Republicans were underestimated
in polls more often than Democrats were.”
“You have to be wary that the instruments
we’re using to try to assess the election are
going to have errors and they might be biased
against Republicans,” he said.
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Republicans find traction with ‘softon-crime’ attacks on the Democrats
By Niall Stanage
The Hill
Republicans are returning to an
old playbook in the final stretch of
the midterms campaign — and it
looks like it’s working.
GOP attacks on Democratic
candidates as being “soft on crime”
look to be shifting two of this year’s
marquee Senate races, in Wisconsin
and Pennsylvania, in Republicans’
favor.
Republicans believe Democrats
are vulnerable on crime nationally,
too — and haunted by “Defund the
Police,” a politically counterproductive slogan from which most
Democrats have tried to distance
themselves with limited success.
“I mean, they are vulnerable because they are soft on crime — and
voters say, ‘No, that’s not what we
want,’” GOP pollster Glen Bolger
told this column. Crime, he added,
“may not be the top issue, but it is
up there and it is definitely a concern for voters.”
Democrats believe their positions are being sensationalized or
outright miscast by their opponents.
But the shift in the polls in
Wisconsin and Pennsylvania has
happened just as GOP attacks on
Democratic candidates Mandela
Barnes and John Fetterman have
ramped up.
In Wisconsin, incumbent Sen.
Ron Johnson (R) has attacked
Barnes as being “dangerously liberal on crime” while the national
Republican Party has sent out
emails with subject lines like “9
times Mandela Barnes called for
emptying prisons.”
Barnes does want to reduce the
prison population, though his allies
would argue that it is hyperbolic to
accuse him of wanting to “empty”
jails. He is opposed to cash bail,
believing it to be fundamentally
inequitable.
Barnes has accused the Johnson
campaign of engaging in alarmist
“lies” about his record.

Be that as it may, Barnes has
seen the 5-point lead he enjoyed
in the RealClearPolitics polling
average in mid-September whittled
away and then overturned. Johnson
now leads by 3 points.
In Pennsylvania, Fetterman is
holding onto his lead but it has been
cut roughly in half, from about 8
points to 4 points since the summer,
as his record on crime has been
placed under a harsher spotlight by
Republican competitor Mehmet Oz
and his allies.
Fetterman, Pennsylvania’s lieutenant governor, also serves as
chairman of its Board of Pardons.
The board makes recommendations to the governor as to whether
prisoners’ sentences should be
commuted.
The board’s willingness to
make such recommendations has
increased exponentially during
Fetterman’s tenure, which began
in 2019.
During that time, the board has
recommended 50 commutations of
life sentences, having pushed for
only about 12 such decisions in the
preceding decade.
Fetterman has refused to yield
in the face of attacks. His website

describes the justice system as “too
often unforgiving and vindictive”
and notes his leadership of the
Board of Pardons.
A recent ad from the Fetterman
campaign includes a testimonial
from Sean Kilkenny, the sheriff of
Montgomery County, who declares
himself sick of the crime-related
attacks and insists “John gave a
second chance to those who deserved it.”
But Oz’s attacks are not going
to abate anytime soon. In a recent
Fox News interview, the Republican branded Fetterman “the most
pro-murderer candidate in America.”
Jabs against Democrats for alleged softness on crime have been
thrown by Republicans for more
than a generation.
The most infamous example
came in 1988, when Democratic
presidential nominee Michael Dukakis lost to Republican George
H.W. Bush after having come under
attack for his support of furlough
programs as governor of Massachusetts.
A now-infamous ad from an
outside group focused on Willie
Horton, a convicted murderer who,

while on furlough, raped a woman
after binding up her fiance. Horton’s crime was horrific, but the
ad itself was also widely decried
as racist for playing directly into
white stereotypes of Black brutality.
In retrospect, the ad has become
a macabre emblem of racial ‘dog
whistle’ campaigning.
The efficacy of ‘soft-on-crime’
attacks declined in subsequent
years — partly because crime rates
declined for roughly two decades
from the early 1990s and partly
because Democrats seemed to grow
more adept at countering them.
That picture has changed, however, thanks to the rise of ‘Defund
the Police’ as a slogan and a spike
in murders.
According to FBI data, the
murder date rose nationwide by a
startling 30 percent between 2019
and 2020, and by an additional 4
percent in 2021. Many major cities
have seen especially stark increases
in homicide rates.
That has put the issue on the
front burner for the first time in
decades.
President Biden, for his part, has
insisted more than once that wants
to “fund the police,” boosting the

resources available for the kind
of training that could help law enforcement officers deescalate tense
situations.
Last month, not long before
the House rose for its preelection
recess, Democrats overwhelmingly
backed four bills to bolster police
funding and anti-crime measures.
“This is going to send a very
clear signal that Democrats support
law enforcement,” Rep. Josh Gottheimer (D-N.J.), a prominent moderate, told The New York Times.
Other Democrats have been
taking a similar stance.
In a Thursday interview, Rep.
Cheri Bustos (D-Ill.) told NewsNation’s “Morning in America”:
”‘Defund the Police’ was a very
unfortunate three-word phrase that
I wish had never come out.”
Bustos, who noted she is married
to a sheriff, added that neither she
nor “the vast majority of Democrats” ever believed in the slogan.
NewsNation is owned by Nexstar Media Group, the corporate
owner of The Hill.
Some candidates in tight races
are making their opposition to
‘Defund’ plainer still.
Rep. Tim Ryan (D-Ohio), who
is competing for a Senate seat with
Republican J.D. Vance, recently ran
an ad in which he threw a football
at a television screen showing the
slogan.
Veteran Democratic strategist
Bill Carrick told this column he
believes a nuanced stance on crime
can work, insulating candidates
from political danger.
“If you make the ‘tough on
crime’ argument or the ‘police
reform’ argument by themselves,
they don’t score nearly as heavily as
an argument that blends both those
messages into the same thing,” he
said.
Right now, however, it’s far
from clear that the most prominent
Democrats running for office this
year are threading that needle.

ing Biden’s mistake more directly.
“Part of the challenge with what
Biden said about Walorski is that
it was just completely mishandled
by the White House. It’s very easy
and it’s the obvious thing to do to
just say, ‘he misspoke’ and then
you move on. But by continuing
to do the ‘front of mind’ thing, it
stretched any credibility and made

it a bigger issue than it was,” Heye
said.
White House press secretary
Karine Jean-Pierre had attributed
Biden’s misstep to Walorski being
“top of mind” for Biden when she
was pressed by reporters about the
misstatement.
Some Democrats, for their part,
don’t think Biden’s gaffes will
make much of a difference.
“The RNC may have some fun
with it, they may be giving themselves high fives, but in the end
I don’t think it makes much of a
difference at all,” said Democratic
strategist Jim Manley. “Everyone
knows he has a habit of misspeaking from time to time.”
A second Democratic strategist
agreed: “It’s already baked in,” the
strategist said. “People elected Joe
Biden knowing he can put his foot
in his mouth. It’s like pointing out
that Donald Trump lies. People
know this about him and I don’t
think it makes much difference.
“Sure, Republicans will use
this against him and they should,”
the strategist added. “But it won’t
matter.”

GOP seizes on Biden gaffes to attack competence
By Alex Gangitano
and Amie Parnes
The Hill
Republicans are seizing on recent gaffes from President Biden,
putting a spotlight on his slip-ups
to attack Biden’s competency ahead
of both the midterms and a 2024
presidential race.
The GOP in particular is using
a moment last week when Biden
asked whether a congresswoman
who died in August was in attendance at the event where he was
speaking.
The Republican National Committee (RNC) included the gaffe
in a list of their top Democrat
fails from last week, criticizing
the White House’s refusal to say
if Biden would apologize for his
remarks as “tough to watch.”
The RNC did not make Biden’s
age a central part of its criticism,
but it is an implicit and sometimes
explicit part of the attacks from
various Republicans, who see
perceptions of Biden’s age and
competence as a potentially fruitful
line of attack.
Democrats who themselves are
wondering if Biden will stick with
his stated intensions of running for
reelection at the age of 81 acknowledge they are worried that attacks
could swing some voters.
“It’s not a great look,” one Democratic strategist acknowledged.
“And we all know it only feeds
into the criticism of the president
and his age. [Biden] has to be really
careful to not give the other side
easy fodder.”
Biden was making gaffes before
his age was a political issue.
As a presidential candidate in
2007, then-Sen. Biden apologized
after describing then. Sen. Barack
Obama as “the first mainstream
African American” presidential
candidate “who is articulate and
bright and clean and a nice-looking
guy.”
As Obama’s vice president in
2010, Biden was caught on a hot
mic saying the passage of health
care reform was a “big f***ing
deal.” But today’s gaffes are being
used by Republicans to question
Biden’s competency, given his age.
The remark about former Rep.
Jackie Walorski (R-Ind.), who was
killed in an August car accident,
was the worst recent verbal gaffe,
but there have been others.

In March, he said about Russian
President Vladimir Putin: “For
God’s sake, this man cannot remain
in power,” a statement the White
House had to walk back a short
time later.
In July, Biden said that he had
cancer, which the White House
waved off as a nonmelanoma skin
cancer treatment. In May, he said,
“there have not been many senators
from Delaware. … As a matter of
fact, there’s never been one.”
On Monday, Biden raised eyebrows when he said he “was sort of
raised in the Puerto Rican community at home, politically,” during a
trip to the island.
Biden met with Walorski’s family following his gaffe last week
to sign a bill honoring her. At the
event, also attended by House
Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy
(R-Calif.) and Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.), he reportedly apologized to Walorski’s family for his
comment, though the White House
would not confirm the apology.
Bruce Mehlman, a GOP lobbyist
at Mehlman Castagnetti Rosen &
Thomas, said Biden’s gaffes are
a real danger for the president.
He said they can be exploited by
opponents as evidence that Biden
is deteriorating with age.
”Biden gaffes are mostly exploited by opponents as evidence
of senescence rather than for the
substance of the statements themselves,” said Mehlman, a former
assistant secretary at the Commerce
Department under President George
W. Bush.
GOP strategist Doug Heye said

Republicans “are going to point it
out” when Biden stumbles verbally.
“But they would be smart to not
be over the top about it,” he added.
Doing so, after all, could backfire with voters.
The harshest public criticism of
the Walorski comment came from
former Trump White House adviser
Stephen Miller, who said that Biden
should be in “assisted living” and
“is not cognitively present.”
Miller, however, made no public
criticisms when his boss, former
President Trump, made numerous
gaffes while in office, most notably when he suggested the idea
of ingesting disinfectant to fight
COVID-19 during a press briefing
early in the pandemic or when
Trump displayed an altered map
with Sharpie markings of a hurricane’s path.
In response to this story, White
House deputy press secretary Andrew Bates pointed to the Biden
administration’s accomplishments,
including that it has “made NATO
the strongest it has ever been, and
taken unprecedented action to fight
climate change and bring manufacturing back from overseas.”
Some Republicans downplayed
Biden’s gaffes as creating political
weapons for their party.
“As alarming as it is, voters
are more troubled by the damage
Biden’s done to the economy, his
rising prices, out of control crime
and the open border,” one Republican official told The Hill.
Heye argued that the White
House worsened things with the
Walorski gaffe by not acknowledg-
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Why Ukraine’s battlefield wins are
raising fresh questions for Biden
By Brett Samuels
The Hill
Ukraine’s success on the battlefield in
recent weeks has led to a ripple of fresh
decisions facing the Biden administration
around how to best support the country as
its war against Russia shifts, escalates and
threatens to drag into a harsh winter.
The White House has been steadfastly
supportive of Ukraine since Russia invaded
in February, sending billions of dollars in military aid. But as the Ukrainian army mounts
successful counteroffensives, administration
officials are faced with new questions about
whether to provide longer-range weaponry,
how to address pleas from Ukraine to join
the NATO alliance and how to nudge the war
toward its end.
“We have some real difficult decisions to
make, relative to what’s going on in Ukraine,
and we’re going to continue to support them.
But first time since the Cuban Missile Crisis,
we have a direct threat of the use of the nuclear weapon if, in fact, things continue down
the path they’ve been going,” President Biden
said at a fundraiser on Thursday.
The situation in Ukraine has dramatically
changed over the past month. Ukrainian
forces made significant gains to retake territory captured by Russia after it launched its
invasion in February.
In response, Russian President Vladimir
Putin announced the mobilization of hundreds of thousands of men to help the military
effort, raised the specter of using nuclear
weapons if Russia came under attack and
annexed four Ukrainian territories through
what international officials condemned as
“sham referendums.”
Ukraine, meanwhile, has continued to
push for longer-range weapons systems in the
fight against Russia, and President Volodymyr Zelensky has urged NATO members to

Ukrainian soldiers sit on an armoured vehicle as they drive on a road
between Izium and Lyman, recently retaken areas in Ukraine, on Oct. 4, 2022.
admit his country into the alliance to provide
The issue of annexation also creates potengreater protection.
tial dilemmas for the Biden administration.
Each of those factors has prompted new Putin now views the Luhansk, Kherson, Dodecisions for the Biden administration, which netsk and Zaporizhzhia regions of Ukraine as
has been clear from the beginning that Russia Russian territory, and the Russian leader has
must be defeated to avoid an escalation of warned he could escalate the fighting with a
war in Europe.
tactical nuclear weapon if Russian territory
“I wouldn’t say business as usual because is attacked.
anytime Putin threatens use of nuclear weap“It’s an interesting standpoint that Washons, that’s not business as usual,” said David ington will say, ‘We don’t recognize that as
Kramer, a former deputy assistant secretary Russian territory.’ But for Putin and many of
of State for European and Eurasian affairs his compatriots … these are all now effectiveduring the George W. Bush administration.
ly considered just the same as St. Petersburg
“The Ukrainians are on the march and that and Moscow,” said Brett Bruen, a former
should be in our interest, to see Ukraine win State Department official during the Obama
this war,” added Kramer, who is an advisory administration.
board member to the Vandenberg Coalition.
“So the notion that our weapons shouldn’t
On the question of NATO membership, be used to attack Russian territory because
U.S. officials have been clear that they are that could provoke Russia, I think is drawn
not interested in admitting Ukraine at this further into question,” Bruen added. “We are
time. With Russian forces invading Ukraine, really only convincing ourselves of the logic
NATO admission at this point would trigger that is being deployed here.”
the mutual defense clause within the treaty.
Bruen noted Biden also faces questions

about how the U.S. can help facilitate an end
to the conflict.
U.S. officials have been adamant that
Russia could end the war anytime it wants
to by withdrawing its forces from Ukrainian
territory. But Biden himself on Thursday acknowledged Putin’s rhetoric has complicated
the matter.
“We’re trying to figure out: What is
Putin’s off-ramp? Where does he get off?
Where does he find a way out? Where does
he find himself in a position that he does not
not only lose face, but lose significant power
within Russia?” Biden said at a New York
City fundraiser.
In the meantime, some experts argue
there’s little reason for the Biden administration to deviate from its plans.
“I don’t think it really complicates their
thinking, because they’ve always been committed to, essentially, Ukrainian victory,” said
Mark Cancian, a former Pentagon official
who serves now as a senior adviser at the
Center for Strategic and International Studies.
The U.S. has committed more than $17.5
billion in aid to Ukraine since the beginning
of the Biden administration, including $16.8
billion since Russia invaded Ukraine on Feb.
24. Congress set aside roughly $12 billion
in additional economic and military aid last
month, meaning the support will continue
at least through the first quarter of the 2023
fiscal year.
Biden has been consistent on a few topics,
most notably that he will not send U.S. troops
to fight on the ground in Ukraine. He has
also been consistent about avoiding a strike
inside Russia’s borders and about ensuring
no decisions are made about Ukraine without
consulting the country’s leaders.
“So given the goal, given the parameters,
they’re going to keep doing what they’re
doing,” Cancian said.

down. And ultimately what that means is that
we are still going to have a prolonged war in
the Ukraine.”
Panetta argued that the longer Putin remains in Ukraine, the harder it will be for
him to find an off-ramp that allows him to
save face.
“If he is totally defeated, then I don’t see
any way that Putin can survive in Russia. So
the real question is whether Putin wants to
survive, or whether he wants to ultimately
end his regime,” Panetta said.
However, for Putin to claim a credible

victory he would likely need to extract some
territorial concessions from Ukraine, and that
is unlikely as long as Kyiv continues to feel
optimistic about its chances of eventually
ousting Russia.
Tech billionaire Elon Musk tweeted a
peace proposal this week suggesting Ukraine
should agree to elections to decide the future
of the annexed territories, officially cede the
occupied Crimean Peninsula to Russia and
agree not to join NATO.
“This is highly likely to be the outcome
in the end — just a question of how many

die before then,” he wrote. A Ukrainian
diplomat promptly told Musk to “f— off,”
and Kyiv accused him of parroting Kremlin
talking points.
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky’s own political credibility depends on
his refusal to make the concessions that Putin
would need to claim victory and retreat.
“Even if Zelensky were to [accept] some
concessions, and there’s no evidence that
he’s willing to, but even if he were to try,
it’s very likely that the people will actually
get rid of him. They will not tolerate it,” said
Branislav Slantchev, a political science professor at University of California, San Diego,
who studies military coercion and intra-war
negotiations.
He noted that recent polls show more than
90 percent of Ukrainians said they would
refuse to consider the swap of any land for
peace.
On the battlefield, Ukraine appears to be
trying to liberate the city of Kherson before
winter and then advance to Russia’s only land
bridge across the Dnieper River, Slantchev
said. Should it take that bridge, Ukraine
would cut off some 25,000 Russian forces
from their only supply route.
“So every day I celebrate the Ukrainian
advances I get more and more nervous, be(See Putin Cornered, Page 16)

By Chloe Folmar
The Hill
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky
said Friday that Russia has begun to prepare
its people for the possibility of the use of
nuclear weapons against Ukraine.
“They begin to prepare their society.
That’s very dangerous,” Zelensky said.
“They are not ready to do it, to use it. But
they begin to communicate. They don’t know
whether they’ll use or not use it. I think it’s
dangerous to even speak about it,” he said.
The Ukrainian leader denied claims that
he had called for preemptive nuclear strikes
against Russia earlier this week, saying that
a remark he made was mistranslated to imply
that he would support such action.
Zelensky had called for “preventive
strikes, preventive action” in an address to
the Australian Lowy Institute on Thursday,
adding that “waiting for the nuclear strikes
first” was an unwise move.
However, he clarified to the BBC that
the preventive measures to which he was
referring included nonviolent moves such as
additional sanctions against Russia.
“You must use preventive kicks, not attacks,” Zelensky said.
After the Ukrainian president’s remarks
to the Lowy Institute, Russian figures condemned what they saw as Zelensky’s call
for violence.
Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry Peskov
called the comment “an appeal to start another world war.”
Zelensky said that this characterization

was an example of Russian attempts to “retranslate” his words into “other directions.”
He continued to urge Western allies of
Ukraine to implement stricter sanctions that
might play a part in driving Russia back.
“The world can stop urgently the actions
of Russian occupiers,” Zelensky said.
“The world can implement the sanction
package in such cases and do everything to
make them leave the nuclear power plant,”
he said.
Russian troops are currently stationed in
Zaporizhzhia, the home of a large nuclear
power plant where frequent shelling has
garnered international concern for disaster.

“What we see is that Russia’s people in
power like life and thus I think the risk of
using nuclear weapons is not that definite as
some experts say, because they understand
that there is no turning back after using it,
not only the history of their country, but
themselves as personalities,” Zelensky said.
When asked if Russian President Vladimir
Putin could survive the war if Ukraine was
victorious, Zelensky responded, “I don’t
care.”
“He’s afraid of his people,” Zelensky said
of Putin. “Because only those people are capable of replacing him nowadays. Take away
his power. Give it to someone else,” he said.

How Ukraine’s advances are cornering
Putin, making the war more dangerous

By Colin Meyn
The Hill
Ukraine is racking up wins in its battle
against Russia, pushing Kremlin forces out of
occupied towns in the northeast and breaking
through enemy lines in the south.
Russian President Vladimir Putin is losing his war, and his frantic efforts to regain
momentum through conventional means are
destined to fail, according to defense experts
and Western officials.
However, pushing Putin into a corner
could be far more dangerous than the grinding
fighting playing out now, if he turns to nuclear
weapons or other extreme measures.
“It’s highly likely that he will try risky
things in order to pull a miracle out of his
hat and get a victory big enough” to sell to
the Russian public, said Hein Goemans, a
political science professor at the University
of Rochester who studies how wars start
and end.
What those actions might be — and what
a “big enough” victory would look like — are
fodder for high-stakes speculation. But Putin
needs more than what he has now to have a
chance of staying in power, Goemans said.
“If he comes home with what he has now,
he probably will be removed and killed. …
There’s no happy ending for him out of office,” he said.
After Russian forces were routed in a
Ukrainian counteroffensive last month,
Putin responded with a nationally televised
speech announcing the mobilization of up
to 300,000 military reservists and setting
in motion the annexation of four occupied
regions in Ukraine.
He framed those annexations as a victory
in a grand ceremony last week, but has since
lost occupied territory in Donetsk province in
the east and Kherson province in the south,
both of which are among the regions newly
claimed by Moscow.
“The Kremlin’s armed forces are disintegrating before our eyes, demoralized (literally) by their bad leadership, botched planning,
and poor logistics,” Edward Lucas, a security
specialist at the Center for European Policy
Analysis, wrote this week.
Military experts say Putin’s latest push to
send reinforcements to Ukraine is unlikely
to turn the tide against Ukraine’s well-organized, well-equipped and determined forces.
“What Russia is doing won’t give you
a military formation. It’ll give you just a
bunch of men with weapons, if they work
on the battlefield, trying to respond to that
level of military superiority,” John Spencer,
an urban warfare expert at West Point, told
Forces News.
However, Russia still controls large
swathes of Ukraine — including Crimea,
which it seized in 2014 and remains a key
staging ground for its invasion — and Putin
has proven willing to tolerate staggering
casualties.
“There’s probably a lot of fighting that
still remains,” former Defense Secretary
and CIA Director Leon Panetta told CNN
on Wednesday. “My intelligence friends all
make clear that Putin will continue to double

Zelensky: Russian officials starting to ‘prepare
their society’ for the use of nuclear weapons

Five reasons why the Crimean
bridge explosion is significant
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By Julia Mueller
The Hill
An explosion Saturday caused the partial
collapse of Kerch Bridge, which connects
Russia to the Crimean Peninsula, an apparent
attack that struck both Russia’s supply lines
and a symbol of Russian power in the area.
According to reports and videos of the
incident, a truck blew up and ignited fuel
tanks on a passing train, cutting off part of the
lone bridge passage to Crimea, which Russia
annexed from Ukraine in 2014. The incident
comes after Russia made an escalatory move
to annex four occupied regions of Ukraine.
Russian President Vladimir Putin has accused Ukraine in the bridge explosion, which
he called a “a terrorist act,” and is expected
to meet with his Security Council Monday.
Ukraine has not assumed responsibility.
Here’s are some of the reasons why the
Kerch Bridge explosion is significant in the
wider war.
It’s personal for Putin
The Kerch Bridge incident may affect
Russian President Vladimir Putin personally,
England’s Ministry of Defense said in an
intelligence update Sunday.
“This incident will likely touch President
Putin closely; it came hours after his 70th
birthday, he personally sponsored and opened
the bridge, and its construction contractor was
his childhood friend,” the update cautioned.
The bridge is viewed as the Russian
leader’s major, concrete manifestation of
his stated claims to retake Ukraine. Russia
invaded and occupied Crimea in 2014.
Putin celebrated the opening of the nearly
$4 billion bridge in 2018 by driving a dump
truck across the span as international powers
condemned its construction as violation of
international law and rejected Russia’s claims
to Crimea.
Russian logistics ’crippled’
The explosion also dealt a blow to Russia’s war effort, cutting off a crucial avenue
for Russian troops and supplies as fighting
continues in Ukraine.
The incident halted train and automobile

A helicopter flies to drop water to stop fire on Crimean Bridge connecting Russian mainland
and Crimean peninsula over the Kerch Strait, in Kerch, Crimea, Saturday, Oct. 8, 2022.
Russian authorities say a truck bomb has caused a fire and the collapse of a section of a
bridge linking Russia-annexed Crimea with Russia. The bridge is a key supply artery for
Moscow’s faltering war effort in southern Ukraine.
traffic and has reduced the transit potential Bridge as a symbol of Moscow’s influence in
of the 12-mile bridge, which bypasses the the area, many Ukrainians see the bridge as
Kerch Strait.
representative of Russian occupation.
The bridge is Russia’s most important link
“The guided missile cruiser Moskva and
to neighboring Ukraine, as the entryways the Kerch Bridge — two notorious symbols
through other recently annexed areas are of russian power in Ukrainian Crimea — have
less established and more difficult to access. gone down. What’s next in line, russkies?”
Timothy Snyder, Yale historian of Russia Ukraine’s Defense Ministry Tweeted Satand Ukraine, tweeted on Saturday that the urday, referencing the bridge collapse and
bridge explosion “cripples Russian logistics damage earlier this year to an important
and dissolves the major symbol of Putin’s Russian warship.
power.”
Ukrainian President Volodymy Zelensky
A bridge engineer told the Wall Street responded to the explosion in his address
Journal that it would take several months to Saturday night, saying the future for Ukraine
is “sunny.”
restore damaged sections of the bridge.
“This is a future without occupiers.
Ukraine celebrated the blast
While Kyiv hasn’t claimed responsibility Throughout our territory, in particular in the
for the explosion, some Ukrainian officials Crimea,” he said.
Heightens nuclear fears
celebrated the incident.
Former Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman
The official Twitter account for Ukraine’s
government posted Saturday night, sharing Mike Mullen cited the bridge explosion
just the English phrase “sick burn.”
Sunday as the latest setback for Russia that
While many Russians view the Kerch raises the potential threats of a nuclear attack.

Putin has also put the international community on high alert with his recent rhetoric
about nuclear weapons.
“He’s a cornered … animal and I think
he’s [become] more and more dangerous,”
Mullen said. “I think we have to take him
seriously and think through what the requirements would be to respond to that. It also
speaks to the need to get to the table.”
Following a string of Ukraine gains last
month, Putin delivered a high-profile speech
mobilizing hundreds of thousands of military
reservists and warning “we will certainly use
all means available to us” to defend Russia,
adding, “This is not a bluff.”
A number of U.S. officials, including President Biden, have expressed grave concerns
over Putin’s single-handed power over the
weapons’ possible deployment, though they
have said there are no signs of an imminent
attack.
Russia’s deadly response
In the wake of the Kerch Bridge explosion,
Ukrainian officials announced Sunday that
Russian overnight strikes killed at least 17
in Zaporizhzhia, a Ukrainian city claimed by
Moscow in the recent annexations.
Zelensky called the strikes “merciless” in
a post to his Facebook page.
“Absolute meanness. Absolute evil. Savages and terrorists. From the one who gave
this order to everyone who fulfilled this order. They will bear responsibility. For sure.
Before the law and before people,” he wrote.
Anatoliy Kurtev, secretary of Zaporizhzhia’s city council, wrote on Telegram that
40 people were injured by the blasts, which
he said also damaged 50 high-rise buildings,
four educational institutions and 20 other
private-sector buildings.
Outside of the city lies Europe’s largest
nuclear power plant, which Russian military
forces have occupied since early in the war.
Zelensky has long condemned Russia’s
“nuclear terror” and “nuclear blackmail”
at Zaporizhzhia, and warned last week that
Russian leaders are beginning to “prepare
their society” for the weapons’ use.

By Laura Kelly
The Hill
(VIENNA) — Russia launched attacks
striking the center of Kyiv and dozens of
regions in Ukraine on Monday in apparent
retaliation for what Russian President Vladimir Putin called a “terrorist attack” on a
crucial bridge linking Russia to the occupied
Crimean Peninsula.
The missile strikes on the heart of the capital city, in addition to rocket attacks across
the country, marked a dramatic escalation by
Russia as its troops are being pushed back on
thousands of miles of territory in a lightning
counteroffensive by Ukrainian armed forces
and Putin comes under increasing pressure
for the failings of what he calls a “special
military operation.”
At least five civilian deaths were reported
and 12 people were wounded in Kyiv on
Monday as at least 83 missiles were fired
on the country. Ukraine’s armed forces said
that air defenses succeeded in downing 43
missiles.
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky
said in a video address from Kyiv that Russia
had attacked a dozen regions in his country
— including Lviv in the west, Mykolaiv in
the south, Dnipro in the east and Kharkiv in
the north — with missiles and Iranian drones.
He also labeled Russian officials “terrorists”
and said that the aim of their attacks was to
destroy Ukraine’s energy systems and target
civilians.
“They want panic and chaos, they want to
destroy our energy system. They are hopeless.
The second target is people. Such a time and
such targets were specially chosen to cause
as much damage as possible,” Zelensky said,
but added, “Ukraine was before this enemy
appeared, Ukraine will be after him.”
The early morning attacks on Kyiv appeared to land in the center of the city, with
video and photos showing a crater in a play-

A damaged tower block at the scene of Russian shelling in Kyiv, Ukraine, Oct. 10, 2022.
ground in a central park in the city, damage Russian missile strikes on the Ukrainian city
across the street from the opera theater and of Zhaporzhzhia killed at least 13 people and
the windows of buildings blown out.
injured 50, including six children.
Zelensky said he held urgent calls with
Ukrainians had been bracing for such
Germany’s chancellor, Olaf Sholz, and attacks following the massive explosion on
French President Emanuel Macron to ad- the Kerch Bridge early Saturday morning.
dress an emergency session of the Group of The road and rail line is viewed as personal7 nations.
ly important for Putin, both a symbolic and
“We discussed the strengthening of our air physical representation of Russia’s control
defense, the need for a tough European and over Crimea since Moscow invaded in 2014.
international reaction, as well as increased
In a video address Sunday night, Putin
pressure on the Russian Federation,” Zelen- called the explosion on the bridge “a tersky said of his call with Macron.
rorist act” and blamed “Ukraine’s special
Russia’s attacks also appeared to cross services” as the “initiators, performers and
into Ukraine’s neighboring countries, with masterminds.”
Moldova’s minister of foreign affairs, Nicu
But Ukrainian officials, while celebrating
Popescu, saying that the Russian ambassa- the bridge destruction, have withheld claimdor was being summoned after three cruise ing responsibility, raising questions among
missiles launched from Russian ships in the security experts if Ukraine actually carried
Black Sea crossed Moldova’s air space.
out such an attack.
“Moldova condemns in strongest possi“Among the experts, there were serious
ble terms violation of its airspace by three considerations, we discussed this a lot, should
Russian cruise missiles as Russia attacked we do it and should we do it now?” said
Ukrainian cities this morning,” Popescu Hanna Shelest, director of security programs
tweeted. “We condemn Russia’s continued at the Foreign Policy Council “Ukrainian
aggression against Ukraine.”
Prism.”
The attacks on Ukraine came a day after
“On the one hand we understand the

importance of it for logistics, because the
Russian weapons and fuel supply for the
southern front are definitely happening
through this bridge and it would be good not
to have it,” she said.
“But at the same time, understanding the
symbolism for the Russian president, the
risks of the response were higher than the real
consequences, because you always can target
all those stockpiles of ammunition directly,
by HIMARS, what they’ve been doing all
these months,” she added, referring to the
long-range multiple rocket launcher systems
provided by the U.S.
“We’ve been celebrating the idea of the
bridge, but not that we did it,” Shelest said.
“Not one Ukrainian service said anything
about it, ‘we can do it’ or ‘how it happened.’”
The barrage of attacks on Ukraine follows
the appointment Saturday of Air Force General Sergei Surovikin as the overall commander
of Russian forces fighting in Ukraine, Reuters
reported. Surovikin previously served in
Tajikistan, Chechnya and Syria.
Further, Putin’s unpredictability in carrying out the war in Ukraine has triggered
alarm among the U.S., allies and security
experts that the Russian leader is on the brink
of deploying nuclear weapons to catastrophic
effect.
The Russian leader has repeatedly raised
Russia’s nuclear capabilities, warning against
viewing his threats as a “bluff” against
what he said are Russia’s national security
interests.
Former Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman
Mike Mullen on Sunday said during an
interview on ABC that Putin is a “cornered
animal” after mounting losses in Ukraine and
is becoming “more and more dangerous” to
the world.
President Biden last week warned the
world was close to “Armageddon” amid
Putin’s nuclear threats.

(Continued from Page 15)
cause that pushes Putin further and further
into the corner that he created himself,” he
said. “If the front on the right bank of the
Dnieper River collapses for the Russians, he
might actually use nuclear weapons to kind
of scare everybody to force them to stop at
least to prevent the full collapse.”
Slantchev said the initial nuclear strike
would likely be relatively limited and targeted at military positions, rather than an attack
on a population center, which would be more
likely to elicit a stronger NATO response.
“So I believe he’s going to use something
that is some sort of demonstration and bank
that the West will not actually be able to respond to this. I still think he’s trying to scare
us,” he said.
The U.S. has promised ”catastrophic
consequences” if Russia deploys nuclear

weapons, and officials say more concrete
warnings have been delivered discreetly to
the Kremlin, in an attempt at deterrence.
However, defense experts say it is highly
unlikely that the U.S. and NATO respond
to nuclear aggression with a nuclear counterattack. Instead, they expect the West to
double down on its support of Ukraine’s
military, possibly deliver symbolic strikes to
Moscow’s Black Sea fleet and pressure key
Moscow allies like China and India to isolate
Russia economically.
The U.S. will almost certainly avoid
moves that could escalate the war further,
said Dan Goure, a security expert and vice
president of the public policy think tank
Lexington Institute.
Apart from an attack on a NATO country,
Goure said the Biden administration has not
drawn a clear red line regarding Russian

The Washington Post reported Thursday
that Russia’s recent retreat in the crucial
southern region of Kherson appeared far
more strategic than its frantic flight from
Kharkiv in the northeast, suggesting that
Moscow is digging in for a long fight.
Goemans said Putin may try to maintain
the bloody status quo for months or years,
pushing a narrative that Russia is winning,
delivering occasional setbacks to Ukrainian
forces, hoping that political conditions
change in Europe or the U.S. — and sending
many more Russian troops to die.
“I want Putin to, quote-unquote, lose,
but my heart also goes out for these Russian
soldiers. Just getting slaughtered for nothing
— boots without guns. It’s like World War I.
People walk after each other in the hope that
if the guy gets shot, they can pick up their
gun,” he said. “I mean, it’s just so awful.”

Russia strikes Kyiv and other cities in
Ukraine in wake of bridge explosion

Putin Cornered

actions in Ukraine, which is not a member
of the alliance. Goure argued in National
Interest this week that the long-feared “possibility” that Moscow would resort to using
nuclear weapons “has now become a virtual
certainty,” in part because Putin believes he
can get away with it.
“I think he’s got a weak hand and this
may, in his mind, at least, strengthen it across
the board,” Goure said Thursday. “At least
domestically, it becomes a victory in itself.
‘Look what I was willing to do to protect the
Russian people, the Rus writ large. You know,
I told you I was serious about this. I’m really
serious about this, and getting away with it.’”
Between conceding defeat and using
weapons of mass destruction, there is a third
option: continuing the pounding conventional
war and hoping that Moscow’s larger military
can outlast Ukraine and its Western allies.
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What no one wants to talk about in the
border crisis: Unaccompanied Children

By Nolan Rappaport
Former president Bill Clinton
said in a recent interview that “there
is a limit to how many migrants
any society can take without severe
disruption.”
This is not a new concern for
Clinton. In his 1995 State of the
Union address as president, he
said, “All Americans, not only in
the States most heavily affected
but in every place in this country,
are rightly disturbed by the large
numbers of illegal aliens entering
our country.”
Unfortunately, we still have
too many undocumented migrants
entering our country.
Biden administration disclosures
in the Biden v. Texas case indicate
that the administration already
has released more than 1 million
illegal crossers into the country,
and releases are likely to increase
dramatically when Title 42 expulsions stop, which is inevitable. (The
current Title 42 policy is predicated
on the COVID pandemic, which —
at some point — must officially be
declared over.)
Presumably, most of the illegal
crossers said they were asylum
seekers, but that does not make an
improper entry lawful; 8 U.S.C.
§1325(a) provides that, “Any alien
who (1) enters or attempts to enter
the United States at any time or
place other than as designated by
immigration officers” shall be fined
or imprisoned for not more than 6
months, or both for a first offense.

This has overwhelmed our immigration courts. As of Aug. 30,
2022, the immigration courts had
a backlog of more than 1.9 million
cases, and the average wait for a
hearing was 798 days — more than
two years.
But I am more concerned about
how the large numbers are disrupting the administration’s ability
to process Unaccompanied Alien
Children and place them in safe,
appropriate foster homes.
The treatment of unaccompanied children is governed by several statutes and a legal settlement
which require the administration
to transfer them to the custody of
HHS’s Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR) and allow them to
apply for asylum or other forms of

relief from being sent home.
For the first nine years of this
program, fewer than 8,000 children
were referred to ORR annually.
That number rose to 13,625 in fiscal
2012, to 69,488 in fiscal 2019, and
it was 122,731 in fiscal 2021.
In fiscal 2021, approximately
72 percent of the unaccompanied
children were over 14 years of age.
Countries of origin were approximately as follows: Guatemala — 47
percent; El Salvador — 13 percent;
Honduras — 32 percent; and other
— 8 percent.
Sponsors are required to undergo background checks and complete a sponsor assessment process
that identifies risk factors and other
potential safety concerns.
The large increase in referrals

that occurred in 2021, resulted in
having to detain unaccompanied
children for substantial periods of
time at overcrowded Customs and
Border Protection (CBP) holding
centers. To get them out of these
centers and into HHS custody as
quickly as possible, ORR opened
emergency intake sites (EISs)to
supplement existing shelters.
Members of Congress, child
welfare advocates, and staff at ORR
facilities raised concerns about inadequate case management at the
Fort Bliss EIS; consequently, the
Office of Inspector General (OIG)
at HHS conducted an investigation
of conditions at this facility.
The OIG issued a report in
September 2022, which describes
the problems it found at Fort Bliss,
such as the following:
Rapid staffing
ORR had to employ nearly 300
case managers within a month of
opening its EIS at Fort Bliss, and it
was not able to meet this need with
experienced case managers. It had
to hire inexperienced managers too.
When inexperienced case managers handle cases without knowing
child-welfare best practices, the
risk of releasing unaccompanied
children to unsafe or simply inappropriate sponsors increases.
Moreover, in the early months
of operation at Fort Bliss, ORR was
not able to provide the inexperienced hires with adequate training.
Infrequent communication
Hundreds of children reportedly

went weeks without receiving updates from case managers. A case
management team member reported
finding a list of 700 children who
had not been seen by a case manager for approximately 60 days.
This lack of communication
contributed to what another interviewee called “a pervasive sense
of despair” among children at the
facility, who experienced distress,
anxiety, and panic attacks.
Steps removed from
screening process
Field guidance issued from
March 2021 through June 2021 removed basic safety measures from
the sponsor screening process in
an effort to expedite the placement
process. For instance, it reduced
third-party review of the sponsor
screening process for ensuring that
children are safely released to their
sponsors.
Online case
management system
Deficiencies in ORR’s online
case management system contributed to management delays and
potentially increased the risk of
release to unsafe sponsors. The deficiencies included crashes, timeouts,
and missing data.
ORR may be able to train inexperienced case managers more
quickly the next time the number of
unaccompanied children surges, but
how long will it take? Moreover,
this won’t help unaccompanied
children who are processed before
(See Rappaport, Page 18)

of destruction,” he said last month.
“When the territorial integrity of
our country is threatened … we
will certainly use all the means at
our disposal.”
The Russian president added,
“It’s not a bluff.”
In a speech last week, he said
that the United States had created
a “precedent” for the use of nuclear
weapons by its atomic bomb attacks
on the Japanese cities of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki during the Second
World War.
The idea that Putin might use
nuclear weapons causes outrage
for obvious reasons. But it has also
stirred discussion as to what the
United States and its allies might
do in response.
The Biden administration has
been adamant that it will not put
American “boots on the ground” in
Ukraine, even as it backs Kyiv with
billions of dollars in military aid.
National security adviser Jake
Sullivan said last month that the
U.S. had warned Russia that there
would be “catastrophic” consequences in the event of such a
move.

But it’s simply not clear what
those consequences might be.
Experts advance various different
ideas, most of which stop short of
a direct American military attack.
“I would expect NATO would
respond through the Ukrainians,”
said Robert Wilkie, who served as
under secretary of Defense during
the Trump administration and is
now a distinguished national security fellow at the America First
Policy Institute.
He suggested this could be done
by using weapons supplied by the
U.S. and other Western powers “to
complete the encirclement of Putin’s troops in Crimea — meaning
weapons would be used to take
out their lines of retreat there, but
NATO forces would never touch the
ground in Ukraine.”
Joel Rubin, who served as a
deputy assistant secretary of State
during the Obama administration,
cautioned against the idea that the
use of nuclear weapons by Putin
would necessarily be expected to
bring a symmetrical and instant
response.
“There is a narrative from some
folks that if he uses nukes, we have
to use nukes. But there is no winner
in a nuclear war — everyone loses,”
Rubin said.
Instead, he suggested, “all options would be available and nuclear would be one of them, but that
is not the preferred choice. There
would certainly be new moves to
completely cut Russia off from
every actor on the planet, whereas
now China and Saudi Arabia are
still giving oxygen to this leader.”
“Maybe that would be enough,”
Rubin added of such isolation.
“Who knows?”

The element of uncertainty,
however, is one of the most unsettling elements of the current
moment.
In some ways, it is the kind
of scenario for which Biden is
well-prepared.
He was steeped in foreign policy throughout his decades in
the Senate, including a stretch as
chairman of the Foreign Relations
Committee. His career has been
long enough to encompass an era
when there were real worries about
nuclear war with the Soviet Union.
Biden’s handling of the Russian invasion of Ukraine has won
a degree of approval even from
some ideological opponents, especially regarding his effectiveness
in assembling and maintaining an
international coalition.
On the other hand, there is a
legitimate question of whether he
overstepped with the “armageddon”
remark, perhaps raising the very
tensions he is seeking to ease.
Wilkie, the Trump administration veteran, called it “very disturbing” that Biden would make such a
remark apparently off-the-cuff at a
fundraising dinner.
The gravity of the situation,
Wilkie argued, “demands going to
the American people and explaining
what’s at issue and what’s at stake
— instead of these off-script, ‘I’m
a tough guy’ moments.”
But even Wilkie acknowledged
that, for Putin, the nuclear threats
were “a sign of desperation.”
The worry, across Washington
and the world, is where that desperation might lead.
*****
Niall Stanage writes political
analysis for The Hill.

Biden’s ‘armageddon’ warning raises fresh questions

By Niall Stanage
President Biden’s warning about
the possibility of ‘armageddon’
rumbling from the battlefields of
Ukraine has scrambled an already
complicated picture in the eightmonth conflict.
Biden made the sharp warning
during an appearance at a Democratic fundraiser on Thursday.
But White House press secretary
Karine Jean-Pierre, asked Friday
if there were any new intelligence
assessments that had caused Biden
to “ratchet up the level of concern,”
responded: “No.”
Jean-Pierre sought to cast the
president’s words as a general
warning about the dangers of an
escalation and as a riposte to Russian President Vladimir Putin’s
saber-rattling — not as an actual
prediction that there would be a
nuclear attack.
“We have not seen any reason
to adjust our own strategic nuclear
posture, nor do we have indications
that Russia is preparing to imminently use nuclear weapons,” the
press secretary told reporters on
board a short Air Force One flight
to Hagerstown, Md.
The debate over Biden’s comments is in many ways a classic
Washington back-and-forth, focused on the question of whether
the president’s words were out of
whack with intelligence assessments and whether the White House
will now have to walk them back.
But the bigger picture is more
important, and starker.
Ukraine has made startling gains
against Russian forces in recent
weeks, taking back enormous
swathes of territory that Putin’s
troops once held.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky claimed late Thursday
night that his forces had liberated
more than 500 square kilometers
of territory since the beginning of
this month alone, after having run
up much bigger gains throughout
September.
But the Ukrainian gains have
had the grimly ironic effect of
making Putin more desperate— and
more willing to countenance the
kinds of tactics that have not previously been used since the Kremlin
launched the invasion in February.
Putin has announced a compulsory mobilization effort that could
yield 300,000 troops, and four faux
referenda in eastern regions of
Ukraine have been held.
The regions are largely under
armed occupation and so the results
— which purportedly showed two
of the regions voting by 99 percent
and 98 percent, respectively, to become part of Russia — were rejected by the international community.
In tandem, Putin has ramped up
fears that he is prepared to use some
form of nuclear weapon.
“Our country has various means

Biden parties over ‘Inflation Reduction’ just as inflation surges upwards

By Bob Unruh
Joe Biden was partying over the Democrats’ “Inflation Reduction Act” just as
inflation was surging upward.
In fact, according to a commentary at The
Gatestone Institute by Daniel Greenfield, a
Shillman Journalism Fellow at the David
Horowitz Freedom Center, Biden’s agenda, instead of lowering inflation, actually
“gooses” it.
“Biden threw a party to celebrate the Inflation Reduction Act on the White House South
Lawn even as the latest figures showed that
core inflation has continued to rise. Grocery
prices had the steepest increase since 1979.
Rent prices shot up again and medical costs
are escalating,” he explained.
“Even the most loyal media lapdogs could
hardly stand this festival of lies. CNN cut
away from Biden’s masque of red ink to show
what was happening to the stock market.
Reuters acidly headlined its coverage, ‘Biden
celebrates ‘Inflation Reduction Act’ as food,
rent prices climb’.”
So just exactly what was being celebrated?
Deception, apparently.
“The Inflation Reduction Act is a lie. It

doesn’t reduce inflation: it actually gooses
it. The IRA is another inflationary leftist
spending boondoggle that throws billions
at green energy and $80 billion at the IRS
to audit the middle class in the hopes of
balancing out some of the crony cash,” he
explained. “A week after signing the IRA,
Biden announced a trillion dollar loan bailout
for his party’s base of perpetual grad students.
Like the Inflation Reduction Act, this was a
massive wealth transfer. Audit the middle
class and send the checks to Tesla drivers
and sociology grad students. Raise inflation
rates with inflationary spending and transfer

some of the wealth over to welfare voters.”
Actually, THAT was what the White
House was celebrating, the redistribution of
money from one group of people to another,
he wrote.
“The Biden administration isn’t fighting
inflation, it’s deliberately increasing it even
as its cronies in the Federal Reserve hammer
home new interest rate hikes to force the
economy into a recession. This two-step
dance destroys savings, wrecks investments
and allows for a massive wealth transfer
to Democrat donors, special interests and
voters. The more that the Democrat majority spends, the worse inflation gets and the
more justification there is for higher rates,”
he warned.
And, he predicted, as recession problems
worsen, “there’ll be even more justification
for government wealth transfers.”
Biden, in his celebration, boasted of being
“in a position that FDR was.”
“FDR’s position was to use the Soviet
Union and Mussolini’s Italy as templates
for dramatically transforming America
through massive spending, socialist controls
and crackdowns on conservative political

opponents. So far Biden has managed 2 out
of 3,” he said.
He said Biden administration isn’t working to “save the economy,” but its strategy
is to “create the crisis, worsen it, and then
exploit it.”
Greefield said what the administration
wants to remain from the chaos is “only the
omnipotent state.”
“It’s a vicious circle, but from the standpoint of a socialist, it’s a grand opportunity
to Cloward-Piven the economy as we know
it into the abyss,” he said.
“And make a whole lot of money for
an army of politically connected special
interests.”
Biden, no “firefighter,” actually is “an
arsonist in a big helmet and black boots,”
he warned.
Bob Unruh joined WND in 2006 after
nearly three decades with the Associated
Press, as well as several Upper Midwest
newspapers, where he covered everything
from legislative battles and sports to tornadoes and homicidal survivalists. He is also
a photographer whose scenic work has been
used commercially.
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FBI leak: Is ‘Hurricane Hunter’ about
to be downgraded to a tropical storm?

By Jonathan Turley
President Biden’s hot mic
moment during a visit to hurricane-stricken Florida — in which
he muttered that “No one f****s
with a Biden” — left many people confused. His Sopranos-like
warning has succeeded for years
in Washington as a kind of “Biden
Golden Rule.” Neither prosecutors
nor the press have seemed interested in pursuing allegations of
criminal or corrupt practices by
some members of the Biden family.
Now, after years of investigation,
reports indicate that FBI agents are
convinced ample evidence exists to
charge the president’s son Hunter
Biden on gun- and tax-related
charges. Those charges (and a possible plea) may be the best-case scenario for the Bidens — and many
others in Washington. Indeed, the
reported narrow scope of a possible
indictment is strikingly similar to
what I previously described as the
ideal “controlled demolition” of the
Hunter Biden scandal.
Three questions immediately
arise from this Justice Department
leak, and the concern is that all
three may be answered by the Biden
Golden Rule:
For the Bidens, justice
delayed is justice
The first question is why, in an
investigation that began in 2018,
the Justice Department only now
believes it could charge over false
statements on a gun registration
form and on tax evasion. Both
crimes were well established years
ago.
The gun charge is based on
the fact that Hunter Biden reportedly answered “no” to a standard
question about whether he was
an “unlawful user of, or addicted
to” a narcotic drug or any other
controlled substance. He wrote
a book detailing his raging drug
and alcohol addictions during this
period (ironically, even as his father
called for stricter enforcement of
gun laws).
The FBI has long had the gun
registration form, the book and

Rappaport

(Continued from Page 17)
enough properly trained managers
are available.
Other problems
The process doesn’t end when
the unaccompanied children are
placed with a sponsor. The children
are supposed to be sent home if they
can’t establish eligibility for asylum
or some other form of relief from
deportation, and the more there are,
the harder it is to do this.
This difficulty is illustrated by
the end-to-end outcome information on unaccompanied children
in CBP’s Fiscal Year 2020 Enforcement Lifecycle Report: 68
percent of the cases for the 290,000
unaccompanied children who were
apprehended between fiscal 2014
and fiscal 2019 were unresolved
as of the end of the second quarter
of fiscal 2020. Only 28 percent
of them were granted some form
of relief, and the other 72 percent
remained in the United States even
if their applications for asylum or
other forms of relief were denied.
In fact, 16 percent absconded after
being served with a final order of
deportation or being given permission to leave voluntarily in lieu of
being deported.
DHS was only able to repatriate
4.3 percent of them.
The only solution I can think
of is to change the laws to make it
possible to screen unaccompanied
children at locations at or near their
own countries in an expanded CAM
program to ensure that the ones
being admitted to the U.S. have a
legitimate basis for asylum or some
other form of relief. I would expect
this to greatly reduce the number.
*****
Nolan Rappaport was detailed
to the House Judiciary Committee
as an Executive Branch Immigration Law Expert for three years.
He subsequently served as an
immigration counsel for the Subcommittee on Immigration, Border
Security and Claims for four years.
Prior to working on the Judiciary
Committee, he wrote decisions
for the Board of Immigration
Appeals for 20 years. Follow him
at https://www.blogger.com/blog/
posts/2306123393080132994

other self-incriminating statements,
not to mention President Biden’s
repeated references to his son being
an addict.
Hunter Biden also apparently
did not pay taxes on millions garnered from his foreign business
dealings or alleged influence-peddling schemes, and a Hollywood
lawyer reportedly paid off as much
as $2 million in delinquent taxes
on his behalf recently. The FBI has
had Hunter Biden’s infamous abandoned laptop since 2019, detailing
payments from foreign sources
and gifts or benefits, including a
diamond.
Yet the long investigation has
worked to the advantage of the
Bidens as well as the Democrats
in pushing any indictment beyond
2020 and, most likely, after the
2022 midterm elections. Indeed,
Hunter Biden’s lawyer insisted after
the leak of possible charges that
prosecutors “should not be pressured, rushed, or criticized” to act.

It is often said that “justice delayed is justice denied” — but in
politics, justice delayed is simply
justice.
Is this all there is?
A second question concerns
what were not referenced as likely
charges against Hunter Biden.
For years, some of us have said
an obvious, overwhelming argument existed to appoint a special
counsel in this case. Yet Attorney
General Merrick Garland has refused to do so.
Hunter Biden’s laptop reportedly contained detailed emails about
business deals spanning the globe
and millions of dollars from foreign sources, including some tied
to foreign intelligence operatives.
Some of his accounts reportedly
were used to pay some of the bills
for President Biden.
Even if the Justice Department
is set to decline charges linked
to foreign money transfers or
influence-peddling, there is the

obvious omission of charges under
the Foreign Agent Registration Act
(FARA). The Justice Department
has used FARA aggressively in past
prosecutions such as that of Trump
associate Paul Manafort.
The omission of a charge under FARA would be glaring and
troubling in light of those past
prosecutions. And with the refusal
to appoint a special counsel, that
omission would likely avoid a public airing of any influence-peddling
allegations tied to the Biden family.
A telling leak
The third question is why this
leak occurred in the first place.
Hunter Biden’s lawyer is justified
in objecting to this leak and noting
that it likely would constitute a federal crime. So why would sources
at the FBI take the risk of a leak at
this time?
Much like the Supreme Court
leaking of the Dobbs decision, this
one appears intended to trigger a
response. The most obvious motivation would be to lock in the
Justice Department if agents feared
the department’s leaders might be
resisting or delaying any charges.
It could also be an effort to alert
the public about the narrow scope
of charges being discussed with
Hunter Biden’s defense team as a
possible plea deal. There may also
be concern that a plea deal might
be reached before any Republican
takeover of the House of Representatives. GOP leaders have pledged
to investigate the influence-peddling allegations, but a plea could
be used to say the matter is now
considered closed by the Justice
Department.
The focus on the gun charge
is likely to highlight the absence
of charges related to the reported

foreign payments and alleged
influence peddling. While the
standard registration form warns
of a potential 10-year sentence for
false statements, it is rare to see
significant prison time emerge from
such cases. Indeed, prosecutors
often choose not to charge on such
violations. As a first-time offender,
Hunter Biden could avoid prison
entirely or plead to a short period
of incarceration.
For those concerned about alleged influence-peddling, such a
charge may seem like arresting a
bank robber solely for double-parking his getaway car. While the
reported charges could result collectively in a few years in jail, the
absence of far more serious charges
is likely to raise questions about the
scope of the investigation.
The videos and emails reportedly uncovered on Hunter Biden’s
laptop show a wide array of alleged criminal acts — a target-rich
environment for any prosecutor.
Indeed, it would take an amazing
marksman to hit the gun charge and
a few tax violations while missing
other potential crimes. While any
eventual indictment might contain
other charges, the leak (if accurate)
suggests a strikingly narrow focus
as a basis for a possible plea.
The U.S. attorney in charge of
this investigation, David C. Weiss,
is a respected prosecutor. Even so,
many Americans may wonder why
Hunter Biden’s case suddenly was
downgraded from a Category 5
hurricane to a tropical storm.
*****
Jonathan Turley is the Shapiro
Professor of Public Interest Law
at George Washington University.
Follow him on Twitter @JonathanTurley.
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Our Point of View

Harris’s suggestion to
distribute disaster relief
“equitably” isn’t just
wrong — it’s dangerous

Guest Editorial by Armstrong Williams
Fresh off an embarrassing gaffe in South Korea, in which
Vice President Kamala Harris praised the United States’s
strong alliance with North Korea, she is at it again — albeit
without gaffes but with a striking comment emblematic of
our country’s divide over racial issues.
At a Sept. 30 event organized by actress Priyanka Chopra
Jones, during which she interviewed Harris, Chopra posed
an incredibly loaded and convoluted question concerning
the United States’s climate objectives and the hurricanes
that have wreaked havoc on parts of our nation.
“[When] we consider the global implications of emissions … the poorest countries contribute the least [to the
climate crisis] and are affected the most,” Chopra said. “So,
how should voters in the U.S. feel about the administration’s
long-term goals when it comes to being an international
influencer on this topic?”
After some time unpacking the first long part of Chopra’s
question, Harris responded: “On the disparities issue … it
is our lowest-income communities and our communities of
color that are most impacted by these extreme conditions
and impacted by issues that are not of their own making.
… And so, we have to address this in a way that is about
giving resources based on equity; understanding that we
fight for equality, but we also need to fight for equity. Understanding not everyone starts out in the same place and,
if we want people to be in an equal place, sometimes we
have to take into account those disparities.”
That’s right, the vice president of the United States
stated that disaster relief should be distributed based on
“equity,” not necessarily need — and that low-income
communities and communities of color should receive aid
first, evidently regardless of the urgency of their situation.
The White House the same day released a “fact sheet“
listing the administration’s response to Hurricane Ian, and
President Biden on Monday visited Puerto Rico, hard hit
by Hurricane Fiona.
But let’s deconstruct Harris’s comment, since the left is in
damage-control mode, trying to offset criticism and online
posts chastising Harris, and to brand Republicans as liars
and somehow make them out to be the offenders in this
situation. Harris said unequivocally that low-income and
minority areas are disproportionately affected by “extreme
conditions” and that we must allocate resources based on
“equity.”
She said: “I know that we are all thinking about the
families in Florida — in Puerto Rico with Fiona — and
what we need to do to help them, in terms of an immediate
response and aid, but also what we need to do to restore
communities and build communities back up in a way that
they can be resilient, not to mention adapt to these extreme
weather conditions.”
Clearly, “these extreme weather conditions” in the context of this sentence refers to the hurricanes that recently
hit Florida and Puerto Rico, as well as those that will occur
in the future. Consequently, when Harris remarked, “We
have to address [these extreme conditions] in a way that is
about giving resources based on equity,” she was saying
that “we have to address [disaster relief],” both in terms of
immediate aid and in post-catastrophe aid, “in a way that
is about giving resources based on equity.”
So, let’s put a stop to any debate and, instead of defending
Harris simply because you support the Biden administration, let’s call out a dishonorable comment when we hear it.
The merit-over-race debate has been discussed ad nauseum. Clearly, society benefits more when the most qualified
individuals occupy influential positions. To establish a
fairer, more egalitarian nation, we do not need to tokenize
women and individuals of various colors or sexual orientations. We need to level the playing field when it comes
to achieving success, not hand out fast passes. As they say:
equality of opportunity, not outcome.
Death knows no color. In times of disaster, everyone
— no matter their race — is entitled to aid. The logical
conclusion of Harris’s charade is that soldiers will airdrop
supplies to minority and low-income communities that are
otherwise stable, while wealthy, white community members
may be left to drown or starve.
We do not need to deprive certain people of help in times
of need, or of the opportunity for advancement. We need
to play by rules that are fair for everyone, no matter their
background.
*****
Armstrong Williams (@ARightSide) is the owner and
manager of Howard Stirk Holdings I & II Broadcast Television Stations and the 2016 Multicultural Media Broadcast Owner of the Year. He is the author of “Reawakening
Virtues.”

Steve Sisolak is not trying
to protect small businesses
By Perly Viasmensky
On June 20, 2022 Steve Sisolak launched Steve’s
summer of small businesses. I wonder who is he trying
to fool. Steve Sisolak is not trying to protect small
businesses.
At least not businesses operated by three-time minorities — Women, Hispanics and Seniors.
Women willing to work to avoid being a charge to
their communities.
It is true that the governor has no control over cities
and its own policies and agendas. They have their own
budgets, but those budgets are set by our tax payments.
The governor has no control over who the city hires
and fires and how much they pay employees or how
their departments are run.
What city employees need to understand is that it
is not the city that pays their salaries, but us taxpayers.
In the City of Las Vegas all and everyone employed
by the city has an arrogant attitude believing that they
can treat people as third-class citizens. They are all
forgetting that they work for us, tax-payers.
The Nevada Department of Motor Vehicles, even
though they also work for us, they are under the jurisdiction of the governor’s office.
It is a long time overdue for the Director of the
Nevada Department of Motor Vehicles, Julie Butler,
to stop sipping her coffee and get her butt off her chair
and travel to Las Vegas to inspect her properties there…

especially the location of West Sahara Avenue.
There are lots of irregularities at that location and
inside businesses with transactions that bring money
under the table.
Director Butler wants to run an inside investigation,
or does she want us to disclose the news?
Does Governor Sisolak want another scandal at the
time of election?
This is not a situation of Democrats vs. Republicans;
this is a situation of protecting the people of Nevada
and the coffers of the State of Nevada. The law of the
State of Nevada says that when you move here, you
have 30 days to change your driver’s license and your
license plate.
How do you explain, Ms. Butler, that your department is pushing out business people who have been
living and working in this city for 65 years and yet
you allow people to move from California and work
in our casinos and still have a California plate after
years of being here?
What are you doing to protect the coffers of Nevada,
Ms. Butler? If you don’t know what you are doing,
RESIGN.
*****
Perly Viasmensky is the General Manager of the
Las Vegas Tribune. She writes a weekly column in this
newspaper. To contact Perly Viasmensky, email her at
pviasmensky@lasvegastribune.com.

ON A PERSONAL NOTE

Now that it’s over, let’s look at
Columbus Day a little more closely

By Maramis
certainly didn’t act like one. The
It’s been said that Christopher
impetus for his quest was more about
Columbus had an ego as big as China.
wanting fame and fortune, which surMaybe he did and maybe he didn’t,
prisingly enough was what Ferdinand
but he certainly felt that he could do
and Isabella also wanted. (Columbus
what he set out to do, which was to
claimed he was enthusiastic about the
discover new lands and especially a
possibility of exporting Catholicism
shorter route to Asia.
to other lands, but when he arrived at
He was determined to find a direct
those new lands, calling the indigewater route west from Europe to Asia,
nous people he found there “Indians,”
but he never did. Instead, he stumbled
there is evidence that he indulged in
upon the Americas. Though he did
violence and slavery, and even forced
not really “discover” the so-called
the conversion of the native peoples
New World — millions of people alto Christianity while also introducing
MArAMiS ChoufAni
ready lived there — his journeys marked the beginning many new diseases that would end up having long-term
of centuries of exploration and colonization of North effects on those natives.)
and South America.
While in the West Indies, Columbus and his men
But he still had a plan, a hope, even though he was apparently enslaved many native inhabitants and
having a hard time finding sympathetic ears to finally subjected them to even more brutality. On his first
sponsor his first voyage; it was not until 1492 that the day in this New World, Columbus ordered several of
Spanish Monarchs Ferdinand of Aragon and Isabella of the natives to be seized, writing in his journal that he
Castile agreed to sponsor his proposed journey which thought they would make good servants (slaves).
he felt would prove an undiscovered Northwest PasHis reputation over the years in the New World
sage existed. (He already knew the world was round; showed him to be something of a tyrant, forcing the
that was not what he was trying to prove.)
natives to work for the sake of his profit. Later on, he
It’s been claimed that Columbus was a devout also sent thousands of peaceful “Indians” from the
Catholic. Maybe he considered himself one, but he
(See Maramis, Page 24)

What Biden’s ‘Where’s Jackie?’
moment says about the media

By Joe Concha
It was a moment that was hard to ignore or dismiss:
The president of the United States, on stage at an event
in Washington, asking if the recently-deceased Rep.
Jackie Walorski (R-Ind.) was in attendance.
“Jackie, are you here? Where’s Jackie? She must not
be here,” Biden said while looking around the room
at the Conference on Hunger, Nutrition and Health
on Sept 28.
In August, Walorski was killed in a horrific headon collision car accident. At the time, President Biden
and the first lady released a statement of condolences.
And at the same event that Biden was asking about the
congresswoman’s whereabouts, a video tribute was
played in her honor.
For its part, the White House press secretary attempted to explain the president’s confusion by arguing
that Walorski was “top of mind” for Biden. Not the

worst excuse, but it still does not explain why he was
asking if she was in the room.
The media coverage since then would qualify to
be at the top of any syllabus on two kinds of bias: (A)
Standard bias that seeks to protect a major member
of a political party by excusing his or her actions; (B)
Relatedly, the bias of omission, which is to pretend a
newsworthy event never happened.
Regarding the latter, it is stunning that some outlets didn’t cover “Where’s Jackie?” CNN is the most
notable, only because we’re continually being told of
the network’s pivot back to the political center under
new management (Discovery) and its new president
(Chris Licht).
But while CNN White House Correspondent Phil
Mattingly asked White House Press Secretary Karine
Jean-Pierre about it during the daily briefing that day,
(See Concha, Page 21)
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How my sit-down interview with Sisolak might go…
By Chuck Muth
After perusing Nevada Gov.
Steve Sisolak’s Twitter feed over
the past few days, I imagined in my
sleep last night how an interview
with him would go.
The questions below are questions I might ask and Nevadans
might be interested in.
The responses were culled from
Sisolak’s recent flurry of posts on
Twitter, though not specifically in
response to my imaginary questions. But I think you’ll see where
I’m going with this…
Muth’s Truths: Governor,
thank you for sitting down with
us. To start, many Nevadans remain
angry at how badly their unemployment claims were handled after you
shut down the state in 2020 due
to COVID. Why should they vote
for you?
Sisolak: “Because I will do
everything in my power to protect
and defend safe, legal abortions in
Nevada.”
Muth’s Truths: OK, well, um…
that doesn’t really answer our
question about your DETR debacle, but moving on. Voters are also

CHUCk MUTH
complaining about poor service at
the DMV. How do you respond?
Sisolak: “Joe Lombardo admits
to supporting barriers to restrict
abortion.”
Muth’s Truths: That wasn’t our
question either. Let’s try another.
Nevada’s schools were ranked 49th
in the nation when you took office.
Four years later, we’re still 49th.
What do you have to say to parents
whose kids are getting a sub-par
education?
Sisolak: “As long as I’m governor, Nevada will always be a

pro-choice state. Period.”
Muth’s Truths: Oy, vey. How
about this one: A convicted pipebomb murderer, also an illegal
alien, recently escaped from prison
on your watch and your administration didn’t alert the public to the
danger for four days. Why should
Nevadans trust you’ll keep them
safe?
Sisolak: “Because I support
unequivocally a woman’s right to
choose.”
Muth’s Truths: But you don’t
support a woman’s right to choose
the school where her kids go or
her right to choose not to get the
COVID vaccine. Isn’t that hypocritical?
Sisolak: “Unlike Joe Lombardo,
I won’t keep Nevadans in the dark
about where I stand on abortion.”
Muth’s Truths: Obviously.
Now let’s talk about the homeless
situation? You’ve boasted about
all the tax money you’ve spent
addressing this situation, but it only
seems to have gotten worse during
your four years as governor. Why
has all this money been so ineffective in battling this problem?

STeVe SISolak
Sisolak: “Because Joe Lombardo said he supported a strict 13week abortion ban before changing
his mind.”
Muth’s Truths: Got it. Next
issue. A recent report exposed serious delays in processing workers
compensation claims under your
administration. Shouldn’t helping
those injured workers who are
suffering be a top priority?
Sisolak: “Joe Lombardo’s attempt to rewrite history on abortion
is front and center.”
Muth’s Truths: OK, well, also

front and center is a federal investigation into a COVID testing
lab with a 90 percent-plus failure
rate that has ties to some of your
financial donors. How do you explain that?
Sisolak: “In Nevada, we’re protecting a woman’s right to choose
— but we can’t take our existing
protections for granted.”
Muth’s Truths: Ugh. One last
question. Legitimate concerns have
been raised about the potential for
voting fraud. Shouldn’t you, as governor, support photo ID to protect
the integrity of our elections?
Sisolak: “Governors are the
last line of defense when it comes
to protecting abortion rights in
Nevada.”
Muth’s Truths: Well, you certainly know how to stay on the
script your handlers have handed
you. Any closing comments?
Sisolak: Abortion. Abortion.
Abortion. That’s all I’ve got.
Muth’s Truths: No kidding!
*****
Chuck Muth is president of Citizen Outreach, publisher of Nevada
News & Views and blogs at Muths
Truths.com.

MaCe YaMPolSkY
ficult for Brit. He had many TIAs.
A transient ischemic attack (TIA)
is a temporary period of symptoms
similar to those of a stroke. A TIA
usually lasts only a few minutes and
doesn’t cause permanent damage.
Often called a ministroke, a TIA
may be a warning. He never had a
full stroke but his speech was impaired and he dragged his left foot
when he walked
For the last several years Brit
had been suffering from Dementia.

There is no cure. It really affected
his personality. He became mean
and more argumentative than he
normally was. He never reached out
to a psychiatrist or psychologist. He
hated going to doctors. It would be
difficult to find one anyway.
He finally went to the doctor and
was diagnosed with liver cancer,
kidney cancer and esophageal cancer. There was nothing that could be
done except make him comfortable.
A hospice worker came every day
to bathe him, shave him and dress
him. I could never do that job. They
gave him morphine. He was in no
pain. He died at home among his
loved ones. There is something to
be said for that.
Brit was a character. He was
sarcastic and irreverent but he had
a good heart.
When I was a kid, he harassed
me ceaselessly. But as I grew up, we
tolerated each other and even liked
each other. I have 2 more stories
that capture the essence of Brit
(after he left me at Fenway Park
when I was six)
Brit and Diane were married
in 1965. In those days pre-marital

sex was the exception, not the rule.
When the bride and groom were exiting the venue, he said, “Charlotte
(my mom) I’m going to f**k your
daughter.
The final story I’ll tell is when
they lived in Beachmont, my mother would drive down the street
hollering my niece Tracey’s name
and she would enter their home
without knocking. One day when
she was driving and yelling, Brit
took all of his clothes off and laid on

the couch. My mom came storming
in, took one look at Brit and said,
“Poor Diane. SO rest in peace Brit,
you will be missed.”
*****
For more information regarding
Nevada laws, or if you feel your
rights have been violated, please
call Mace Yampolsky & Associates.
Call or text us at (702) 385-9777.
We are available 24/7 for emergencies. If you need help, CALL NOW
before it is too late. We can help!

ask the grand jury to vote for an
indictment on federal tax charges,
he must obtain authorization from
the DOJ criminal tax division; once
they green light prosecution, he can
proceed. So, when federal agents
claim they have provided the U.S.
Attorney with evidence of tax fraud
and did so back in the summer and
don’t understand what the hold-up
is, I would say those agents likely
haven’t dealt with DOJ Crim Tax.
The attorneys employed by Crim
Tax are responsible for ensuring
that the tax law is enforced fairly
and evenly across judicial districts,
that case law precedent is followed
and that no U.S. Attorney goes
off half-cocked. They provide an
additional layer of legal review to
that conducted by the IRS district
counsel. Should Crim Tax green
light prosecution of the alleged tax
evader, the prosecuting attorney
will have the advantage of knowing and seeing two full-scale legal
reviews of the evidence and the
relevant case law that may apply
in their case.
No matter how much prosecutors and agents complain about

the process and the time involved,
every prosecutor standing up to
make closing argument and asking
the jury for a conviction appreciates the comprehensiveness of the
review process, knowing that the
redundancy involved will almost
certainly catch any legal error or
shortcoming in the evidence.
So, what’s taking so long in the
Hunter Biden matter? Isn’t this just
politics as usual?
The short answer is no.
There exists here a very difficult
issue that I have no doubt the DOJ
is struggling with — and it has
nothing to do with politics.
Can an alcoholic drug addict
possess the necessary mens rea to
intentionally commit tax fraud over
the course of several years?
James Comey made the phrase
famous when referencing it during
the Hillary Clinton email investigation and prosecution decision. Mens
rea refers to the defendant’s state
of mind or consciousness. Those
reviewing the prosecution potential
of an alleged tax evader must scrutinize the “intent” of the evader when
it comes to determining whether or
not he willfully and intentionally
falsified his tax returns.
Can an alcoholic drug addict
willfully and intentionally falsify
his tax returns?
That’s a simply stated question,
but the answer is very complex,
and I suspect the DOJ is struggling
with it because it not only has political ramifications, it has major
tax compliance ramifications. How
they deal with it will impact not
only Hunter Biden but anyone who
messes up their taxes who might

suffer from the disease of addiction.
Addiction doesn’t care whether
you are a Republican or a Democrat.
Neither does the IRS.
Taxes are the price we pay for
a civilized society, according to
Oliver Wendall Holmes. Tax compliance must be enforced fairly and
equitably.
There was a time when Crim Tax
would decline any tax fraud prosecution recommendation involving
an alcoholic or drug addict — because it was not believed that an
alcoholic drug addict could possess
sufficient mens rea to intentionally
violate the law.
That policy may be changing.
Reasonable people can differ
reasonably on the issue
If a partner in a high-powered
law firm who is alcoholic/addicted
can function well enough on the job
to complete sophisticated financial
deals and earn the firm mega bucks,
can that same individual not file
accurate timely tax returns? How
about engineers? Architects? Are
not all of these professionally
employed individuals capable of
exhibiting a sufficient level of
cunning necessary to intentionally
falsify their tax returns?
It is well documented that Hunter Biden suffers from the disease
of alcoholism and drug addiction;
in fact, both sides in a projected
future criminal trial might stipulate
(agree) to those facts given the
availability of the evidence.
The evidence may well also
reflect receipt of income by Hunter
Biden that he did not report on his
(See Sheil, Page 22)

Here I am talking about mortality again

By Mace J. Yampolsky
Well, here I am talking about
mortality again. I don’t like it, but
it is part of life. Like the song Sunrise Sunset, ”swiftly flow the years,
one season following another laden
with happiness and tears,” how did
I get so old? I’m still friends with
kids from first grade. We talk about
things that happened 60 years ago.
We remember them like it was
yesterday. We still laugh. We are
all getting older, my brother, Les,
is 84. He is still sharp but his knees
are giving him real problems. My
sister is 79 and she is suffering from
a myriad of health problems including a fractured back. Supposedly
they want to install cement.
I attended the celebration of
life for my brother-in-law, Brit.
It was amazing. It was supposed
to last from 1-8 p.m., but it lasted
until midnight. There were over
200 people that showed up. It was
unbelievable how many lives he
touched.
The age range was from the
teens to the 80s. there was so much
food it was ridiculous
The last few years had been dif-

What’s the hold up in prosecuting Hunter Biden?

By Martin Sheil
Apparently, someone in the FBI
was frustrated enough that they
leaked to the Washington Post
that evidence supporting criminal
prosecution of Hunter Biden, son of
President Biden, has been submitted to the U.S. Attorney’s office in
Delaware in support of prosecution
and that it was done some time ago.
The leaked allegation includes
a prosecution recommendation
for federal tax fraud in addition
to charges related to alleged false
statements relative to Biden’s purchase of a gun.
According to the Washington
Post, federal prosecutors are carefully reviewing and weighing the
evidence before going ahead with
a decision to prosecute or quite
possibly decline prosecution.
Is this normal and why is it taking so long? Is this a function of the
political delicacy of possibly prosecuting the son of a sitting president?
A short review of the protocol
for criminal tax prosecution recommendations might be informative.
There is a mandated redundant
review of all criminal tax prosecution recommendations both within
the IRS and also at DOJ. After a
special agent employed by the criminal investigation division gathers
the evidence and makes a final
recommendation to prosecute a purported tax evader in what is known
as a Special Agent Report (SAR),
the report which is a summary of
the evidence gathered — along with
the actual evidence — is scrutinized
by a case reviewer and then multiple
internal management levels before
it is transmitted to IRS district coun-

sel for their review. District counsel
will take the perspective of looking
for weaknesses in the evidence
and/or the prosecution theory that
might represent some hazard or risk
should the case actually be litigated.
District counsel employs lawyers
who specialize in the tax law, and
they play the role of devil’s advocate here and are the bane of many
an agent and prosecutor with regard
to their in-depth scrutiny.
District counsel seeks to ensure
that the tax law is enforced in a
fair and equitable manner that
promotes compliance with the tax
law. Should the special agent’s
prosecution report withstand scrutiny, the report and associated
evidence will then be forwarded to
the criminal tax section of DOJ for
their review and approval before
the case is ultimately forwarded to
the prosecutor — in this case the
U.S. Attorney in Delaware — for
ultimate disposition.
The U.S. Attorney in Delaware
likely called up a grand jury to
present evidence obtained by federal agents from both the FBI and
IRS for their review. Before he can
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Why do we vote the way we do?
By José Azel
The democratic vote does not
always generate good governments.
Hitler’s rise to power in the last free
election in the Weimar Republic,
and the election of Hugo Chavez
in Venezuela, are prominent examples. Consequently, understanding
voter behavior is one of the most
studied topics in the social sciences
in disciplines such as economics,
political science, psychology, and
sociology.
As part of this effort, social
scientists Christopher Aachen
and Larry Bartels explore “why
elections don’t produce accountable governments” in their book
Democracy for Realists. Here, I
borrow some of his concepts on
voter behavior.
In our traditional understanding of democracy, as voters, we
have preferences about what the
government should do, and we
elect leaders who promise to implement policies in line with our
preferences.
This romantic theory of democracy assumes that concerned
citizens become informed of the
many issues facing the nation, and
navigate political labyrinths to
make intelligent judgments. The
romantic theory of democracy also
states that voters assess the qualifications of candidates and vote for
the candidate who best reflects their

José Azel
own political values.
However, contemporary political science has found little evidence
that voters reflect this ideal profile.
This raises questions as to whether
citizens can properly play the role
that the romantic theory of democracy requires of them. Scholars tell
us that, regardless of the dramatic
increase in the variety of media, the
level of political knowledge of the
citizenry remains very low.
Although we currently have an
unprecedented level of political
information, we discard the most
penetrating resources in favor of
various sources of entertainment.
The 24-hour media have increased
the variety of information without
changing the average level of political information.

An alternative theory of democratic voting is the “hindsight
theory of voting.” In contrast to
the romantic prospective theory of
democracy, the hindsight theory
sees voters as evaluators of leaders’
past performance. Retrospective
voting only requires the voter to
monitor her own welfare and that
of her fellow citizens. Voters do not
need to be informed or engaged as
the romantic theory of democracy
requires. They identify the good or
bad performance of the government
based on how it has impacted their
lives.
Retrospective voting does not
require citizens to know the precise
policies of an administration or
party. Voters need only assess how
their own or the nation’s well-being
has changed. Retrospective voters
approve or disapprove of past
performance, which is a powerful
tool for electoral accountability.
For example, voters’ assessments
of economic conditions are highly
significant in determining election
results. Research shows that voters
tend to reward incumbent leaders
in good economic times and punish
them in bad.
Consequently, studying the
elections, retrospective voting improves the economic competence of
political leaders by keeping those
who are competent managers and
replacing those who are not. Retro-

spective voting induces leaders to
strive for good economic results in
order to keep their positions.
Scholars also point out that
the retrospective vote “does not
establish restrictions on the functioning of the government; rather,
the government is free to innovate,
knowing that it will be judged by
the results of its actions rather than
specific policies.” In other words,
in this rear-view mirror thesis, the
results of the elections do not depend on ideas or political ideology,
but on our approval or disapproval
of the actual results of leaders or
parties in office. In practice, the
democratic vote does not support
the conventional romantic theory
of democracy.
Although somewhat cynical, the
logic of retrospective voting seems

ON THE HOLMES FRONT

sensible. Most voters are busy with
their lives and are unable to take
the time required to understand the
complexities of political decisions.
They prefer to wonder if things are
going better or worse. In essence,
and perhaps inelegantly, it is not
political ideology but a look in the
rearview mirror that best explains
why we vote the way we do.
*****
José Azel left Cuba in 1961 as a
13 year-old political exile in what
has been dubbed Operation Pedro
Pan — the largest unaccompanied
child refugee movement in the history of the Western Hemisphere.
He is currently dedicated to the indepth analyses of Cuba’s economic,
social and political state, with a
keen interest in post-Castro-Cuba
strategies.

Americans really did win more under Trump

By Frank Holmes
If you feel like life was better under
President Donald Trump, it’s not nostalgia or
your imagination: A new study confirms that
Americans felt happier and more successful
under Trump than under both President Joe
Biden or Barack Obama.
Today three out of four Americans say,
“on the issues that matter to them, their side
in politics has been losing more often than
winning,” according to a new poll from Pew
Research Center.
In all, 72 percent say they are losing
ground under the Biden administration.
While Americans tend to be pessimistic
— or politicians regularly fail them — Pew
revealed the time when U.S. citizens had the
greatest sense they were winning: February
2020, just before the COVID-19 pandemic, under the 45th president of the United
States, Donald J. Trump. At that time, a high
of 41 percent of Americans said they were
winning… almost twice as many as under
Trump’s successor.
American happiness has fallen steadily
since Biden took office in January 2021.
It makes sense that “about eight-in-ten Republicans and Republican-leaning independents (81 percent) say they feel that their side
is losing more often than winning politically”
today, when Democrats control the House
of Representatives, the U.S. Senate, and the
White House. But “two-thirds of Democrats
and Democratic leaners (66 percent) say their
side is losing more than winning,” too, “up
from 60 percent in 2021.”
Pew did not drill down into the reasons
both sides felt the government is losing, but
the conclusions are inescapable: As a presidential candidate in 2016, Donald Trump
promised people will feel “sick and tired of
winning”—and he delivered. Under President
Joe Biden, many people are just feeling sick
and tired.
Americans may have felt the thrill of the

Concha

(Continued from Page 19)
CNN itself did not broach it on air. Hurricane
coverage was front and center, of course, but
the network also covered the Jan. 6th committee and former President Trump’s legal
battles, so there was room.
Compare that to then-President Trump
mistakenly referring to Apple CEO Tim Cook
as “Tim Apple” during a 2019 White House
event and the snark that followed.
“Look, give the president a break. He’s
got a lot to deal with,” CNN anchor Anderson
Cooper mocked at the time during his primetime news program. “And Cook is tough to
remember. It’s a tough tongue-twister like all
one-syllable names are. It’s also possible the
president just assumes that titans of industry
adopt a corporate last name. There was after
all that period of time in the 1990s when he
was known in some quarters as Donald J.
Bankrupt Casino.”
How times have changed.
MSNBC also did not cover the Biden
gaffe, but it was tackled briefly on NBC’s
”Meet the Press” on Sunday. And let’s just
say anything resembling criticism or mockery
took the day off when moderator Chuck Todd
asked Vice President Kamala Harris’s former communications director about Biden’s
“Jackie” moment.
“Symone, how would you have handled
that situation?” Todd asked Symone Sanders-Townsend.
“Look, Karine Jean-Pierre has a very

pre-COVID economy. Three years ago this
month, the Trump administration announced
that unemployment had fallen to a 50-year
low of 3.5 percent. New businesses also
took off.
Most importantly, real wages rose above
inflation — and those at the bottom end of
the income scale saw steeper gains than the
wealthy under Trump.
4.1 million Americans got off the Supplemental Food Nutrition Program (food
stamps) during Trump’s first two years in
office — after 10 million signed up during
Biden’s tenure as vice president under Barack
Obama.
Having a job gave Americans hope and a
purpose for the future. “For the first time in
29 years, the number of drug overdose deaths
has decreased,” said Kellyanne Conway in
2020.

tough job. I think she goes out there every
single day, and a number of people could
not do what she does every day,” Sanders-Townsend replied. “Look, I think it’s
very clear that the president had a slip of the
tongue, obviously.”
“People make mistakes, and you try to go
from there,” Todd later agreed.
No talk from Todd regarding the 25th
Amendment, which deals with presidential
succession and disability if the president is
unable to do his job. That wasn’t the case
in 2018, when Todd hosted author Michael
Wolff to talk about that very topic regarding
the 45th president.
“It’s not unreasonable to say this is 25th

Things went so well under Donald Trump
that Americans were living longer than ever.
In 2018, one year into Trump’s tenure in office, life expectancy rose after falling for the
previous three years under Barack Obama.
Life expectancy fell during Biden’s first
year in office, 2021, by 0.9 years, according
to the CDC.
Although Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen
promised inflation would be “transitory” last
October, year-on-year inflation reached a
high of 9.1 percent in June and is now at 8.3
percent, the highest level since January 1982.
Food prices soared by 11.4 percent, “the
largest 12-month increase since the period
ending May 1979,” according to the Biden
administration’s Bureau of Labor Statistics.
Electricity rose by “15.8 percent, the largest
12-month increase since the period ending
August 1981. The index for natural gas in-

creased 33.0 percent over the last 12 months.”
That doesn’t count the cost of gasoline —
even before OPEC and its partners, including
Russia, announced it would cut oil production by 2 million barrels a day — which had
already caused Brent oil prices to rise from
$80 to $92.82 a barrel… and it’s only rising.
For regular Americans, that means gasoline prices could rise to $5 a gallon again.
Biden, who always wanted to be president,
now presides over supply chain shortages and
stores that don’t have enough employees to
stay open. Ships heavy with unloaded goods
bobbed up and down outside U.S. ports, as
White House spokesperson Jen Psaki cracked
wise that Americans’ biggest problem was
“the tragedy of the treadmill that’s delayed.”
Even now, there are 10.1 million unfilled jobs
in the labor market, because so many Americans got used to receiving an unemployment
check and “bonus” for staying at home during
the extended coronavirus pandemic.
Now, as only 35 percent of Democrats and
Democrat-leaning independents want Biden
to seek re-election, he’s doing his very best
to win — in court, against Donald Trump.
The FBI raided Mar-a-Lago and is locked in
a legal battle with the former president over
whether documents agents seized at Trump’s
palatial residence qualify as classified.
From trade deals that benefit his son’s
business partners in China, to policies that
bolster his Hunter’s allies in Ukraine, to
investigations of parents protesting against
Biden’s campaign donors in teachers unions,
Biden’s family is cashing in while he hands
Americans a string of losses.
Will a Donald Trump victory in 2024
be the first lucky break in a new American
winning streak?
*****
Frank Holmes is a veteran journalist and
an outspoken conservative that talks about
the news that was in his weekly article, “On
The Holmes Front.”

Amendment kind of stuff,” Wolff said of
Trump’s mental state, citing the usual unnamed sources. ”Did anybody say that in the
West Wing to you?” Todd followed. ”All the
time,” Wolff said. ”25th Amendment? They
would bring up the 25th Amendment?” Todd
continued.
Wo l f f r e p e a t e d t h a t i t w a s
broached. ”That’s alarming,” Todd declared. You get the point. With Biden,
looking for dead people is a simple mistake
that everyone makes. With Trump, it’s time
to discuss amendments regarding his mental
state and removing him from office.
Joe Biden is the oldest president in U.S.
history. In a few weeks, he’ll turn 80.

A majority of the American people don’t
see the “Where’s Jackie?” moment as a oneoff. They’ve witnessed the president forget
the names of his Cabinet members. They
see how few items are on his daily schedule.
Polls reflect this, and the concern goes well
beyond Republican voters.
A recent ABC News-Washington Post
poll finds that just 35 percent of Democrats
and Democratic-leaning independents favor
Biden for the nomination. You read that
correctly: Barely more than one-third of
voters from an incumbent president’s own
party want him to run again. That’s largely
because age and cognitive abilities are serious concerns.
Per a Morning Consult poll last month, 76
percent of voters feel that Biden is “too old”
to serve, while a New York Times survey
found that among Democrats who do not
want Biden to run for reelection, “too old” is
listed as the number one reason, at 34 percent,
while 32 percent cite job performance.
If Joe Biden runs again and wins a second
term, he’ll be 86 years old before leaving
the Oval Office. That is a prospect few can
accept.
And as the president’s age continues to
present itself in very public ways, it’s difficult
to see how the party will get behind him when
the 2024 campaign kicks off not long after
votes in the November midterms are counted.
Joe Concha is a media and politics columnist.
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By John Feehery
President Biden doesn’t have a free trade
agenda because he doesn’t believe in free
trade.
If you wonder why prices continue to go
up for consumers across the board, don’t
discount Biden’s protectionist policies.
Standing up to China is all fine and dandy,
but it comes at a considerable cost.
And that cost can be found in the credit
card bills owned by virtually every consumer
in the United States.
I am all for domestic manufacturing and
am happy that those jobs are coming back to
the United States. But we can’t escape the fact
that American workers make a lot more money than workers in developing countries. We
also have a costly regulatory state that adds
to the cost of each product made in America.
Biden is a protectionist at heart. That is
one reason why he hasn’t ended President
Trump’s Chinese tariffs.
Biden has not lifted one finger to negotiate
any free trade agreements with any other
country. This includes Great Britain, which
desperately wants such an agreement as it
moves away from the European Union.
Expanded global trade is perhaps the
biggest reason price increases have been held
in check for the last 30 years. By promoting
trade with former rivals like Vietnam, adver-

saries like China, neighbors like Mexico and
allies like the European Union, South Korea
and Japan, American consumers won the lottery. They got cheaper televisions, iPhones,
clothes and Irish butter.
Free trade allowed these cheaper products,
which in turn allowed the average American
to live life like a global king. When you spend
a smaller percentage of your daily budget on
essentials, you can spend more of your budget
on things like travel baseball for your kids (I
speak from experience on that front).
Global trade isn’t just a winner for American consumers. It is also a winner for many,

many American companies and workers,
who have more customers for their products
thanks to increased trade. This is not just
the case for American farmers, although
they typically reap the biggest rewards from
expanded trade. This is also the case for
airplane manufacturers, movie studios, car
manufacturers and so many other American
industries. More global customers means
more American jobs.
Donald Trump understood the importance
of global trade because many of his branded
products were produced overseas, some even
in China. But he wasn’t perfect on trade,
and when he killed the Trans-Pacific Partnership — an Asian trade agreement meant
to build a wall around China — he made a
huge mistake.
But at least Trump had a trade agenda.
He was able to get a good trade agreement
with the South Koreans, and he continued
to push for more favorable trade conditions
for American manufacturers and American
consumers.
Joe Biden has no trade agenda. He is the
first president since before World War II
to shy away from expanding global trade
networks for American companies. He is
beholden to trade unions, which in the past
were virulently opposed to free trade. But
Biden is living in the past, and his reflexive

opposition to free trade is bad for American
consumers and workers.
Free trade is not an ideology to be worshipped. And it really isn’t “free” trade.
Instead, it is the product of hard negotiation,
where special interests line up to either expand their ability to get their products bought
free from international tariffs or fight to protect their industry from foreign interlopers.
When an American president stops fighting for open markets and open trade, the rest
of the world takes note and reacts accordingly. They either conduct their own trade
agreements that take advantage of America’s
absence or they retreat to their own borders,
raise tariffs and protect their own industries.
Neither result is good for American consumers.
Prices are going up for the American
public because the costs of global trade have
skyrocketed. Biden has done nothing to promote free trade, and the result is being felt
by every consumer in America.
*****
Feehery is a partner at EFB Advocacy and
blogs at thefeeherytheory.com. He served as
spokesman to former House Speaker Dennis
Hastert (R-Ill.), as communications director
to former House Majority Whip Tom DeLay
(R-Texas) and as a speechwriter to former
House Minority Leader Bob Michel (R-Ill.).

The dozens of exemptions to the test span
10 sections and include 6,902 words. There
are now more than 75 exemptions to a law
that was supposed to define labor rules for
the entire state.
Legislators knew AB5 would have a crippling effect on so many Californians’ ability
to make a living. But even now that they’ve
made Swiss cheese out of the law, they are
too stubborn to simply acknowledge their
fundamental mistake and repeal it.
I’ve been intimately involved in the fight
against AB5, working with writers and visual
journalists to challenge the law’s unconstitutional restrictions on free speech. Unfortunately, we fell short in that effort when the
Supreme Court declined to hear our appeal
this summer.
That was disappointing, but we’ll continue
to fight. All workers deserve the freedom and
flexibility that AB5 took away, and we are
determined to keep working to get this law
off the books. But if you’re a self-employed

contractor or freelancer outside California,
you have nothing to worry about, right?
Don’t be so sure.
The Biden administration repeatedly has
called for an AB5-style labor regime at the
national level under the guise of the PRO Act,
which is framed as a proposal to expand labor
protections for workers who want to organize
a union. However, the bill includes the same
stifling three-part test to separate independent
contractors from employees, following the
worst parts of the AB5 model.
The PRO Act passed the House in 2019
and 2021, and President Biden renewed the
call for Congress to enact the legislation this
month in a Labor Day proclamation. Don’t
be fooled by the innocuous “pro-worker”
packaging of the PRO Act. It essentially
would subject every independent worker in
the United States to California’s disastrous
AB5 approach to labor relations.
What’s grimly fascinating about AB5 is
that it’s a labor law that neither workers nor
employers like very much. But it seems beloved by politicians, organized labor leaders,
and progressive activists, all of whom appear
determined to ignore the lessons of California and force this damaging policy onto the
national economy.
It’s time for members of Congress who
value labor flexibility and free markets,
Democrats and Republicans alike, to drive a
stake through the heart of the PRO Act once
and for all.
*****
Jim Manley is an attorney at Pacific
Legal Foundation, a nonprofit legal organization that defends Americans’ liberties
when threatened by government overreach
and abuse. Follow him on Twitter @ManleyLiberty.

over his past three tournaments, which he and
his partner won.
We’ve also seen cheating in ice-skating,
baseball, and even paralympic basketball
where the winning team faked IQ tests so
that they would qualify to compete. Jaw
dropping, right?
But when those folks cheat, there is a real
investigation and they are punished (and of
course, their victims do not end up in jail).
Not so when prosecutors cheat: No one
really investigates; they are almost never
punished, and their victims can spend years
in prison.
You may think that lawyers who decide to
become prosecutors to go after who they believe have violated the law would never cheat
and break the very laws they are seeking to
uphold. But some are no different from the
fisherman and paralympic basketball players.
There are many examples of cases where
prosecutors have intimidated witnesses,
hidden evidence, spied on their opponents,
produced false testimony and convicted

innocent men.
But unlike the cheating chess player who
has been banned from playing, prosecutors
don’t get suspended. They can’t even be sued
by their victims — prosecutors are immune
from such suits. Their victims don’t get
relief from their convictions because many
times, appellate courts find the prosecutor’s
misconduct is “harmless.”
And unlike the casino that is conducting
a full investigation into the alleged poker
cheater, no one really investigates prosecutors
who engage in wrongdoing. We don’t turn
a blind eye to the cheating in our society,
except when it comes to prosecutors who
break the law in order to win. Although an
internal government agency (the Office of
Professional Responsibility) is tasked with
investigating bad prosecutorial apples, that
agency too often looks after its own and rarely does anything significant to these cheating
prosecutors.
If we want to improve our criminal justice system, we should take action against
cheaters.
For starters, prosecutors who cheat should
not be permitted to prosecute other cases.
Victims should be permitted to sue. And
convictions obtained by cheating should be
overturned.
Is it too much to ask that prosecutors —
the very people tasked with pursuing justice
— be held to the same standard as fishermen?
*****
David Oscar Markus is criminal defense
attorney at Markus/Moss in Miami. He is a
magna cum laude graduate of Harvard Law
School. He tries criminal cases and argues
criminal appeals throughout the country.
Follow him on Twitter @domarkus.

California has a terrible labor law; Biden
administration wants to take it national

By Jim Manley
Three years ago this month, California
Gov. Gavin Newsom signed California
Assembly Bill 5 (AB5) into law, essentially
outlawing freelance journalism and most
other independent contracting. Opponents
of the bill warned the law would devastate
the longstanding careers of many independent businesspeople in the Golden State.
Three years later, it’s clear the critics had it
right: AB5 has proven to be among the most
ill-conceived state labor policies in recent
memory.
If AB5’s restrictions were limited to California, that would be bad enough. But the
Biden administration appears determined to
bring these destructive labor restrictions to
the national stage in the form of the Protecting the Right to Organize Act (PRO Act).
Policymakers should pay heed to the damage
AB5 has wrought in California and stop this
disastrous policy in its tracks.
AB5 created a three-part “ABC” test
used to determine whether a worker is an
independent contractor or employee. The
key provision of the test is that anyone performing work within the “usual course of the
hiring entity’s business” must be classified as
an employee, rather than a contractor.
The outcome was predictable: Many businesses and nonprofit enterprises that relied on
independent contractors stopped using those
workers — both because workers who had
built self-sufficient careers did not want to
trade the freedom of freelance work for the
false benefits of employment, and because
many companies couldn’t afford to convert
them to full-time employees.
Countless self-employed Californians
suddenly lost work opportunities and faced
steeply declining incomes. Making matters

worse, AB5 took effect in January 2020, mere
weeks before Newsom locked down the state
in response to COVID-19. Just when Californians most needed the freedom and flexibility
that independent contracting provides, they
were frozen out of the labor market.
AB5’s opponents — an array of workers
and groups who crossed partisan and ideological boundaries — begged the legislature
to reconsider upending California’s freelance
economy. Lawmakers handed out exemptions
to the politically connected; union leaders
were put in charge of deciding which professions got an exemption. Mostly, lawmakers
ignored workers’ concerns. They passed the
bill with dozens of exemptions, and when the
dire consequence everyone predicted came to
pass, the legislature added dozens more the
following session.
AB5 is so cut through with exemptions,
it is defined more by what it doesn’t apply
to than what it does cover. The ABC test is
a single section containing just 325 words.

Many cheat, but only prosecutors get away with it

By David Oscar Markus
Cheating to gain an advantage against
your opponent is as old as competition itself.
In the last few weeks alone, we have seen
cheating scandals in chess, poker, and even
fishing.
Magnus Carlsen, the world’s top chess
player, has accused Hans Neimann, a 19-year
old rising star in the chess world, of cheating.
Neimann admitted to previously cheating
in online tournaments, after which Carlsen
said: “I believe that Neimann has cheated
more — and more recently — than he has
publicly admitted.” Neimann offered to play
Carlsen naked in an attempt to refute the allegations. The website Chess.com conducted
an investigation of Neimann’s online play and
has concluded that he cheated in more than
100 games, including in matches where prize
money was at stake. He has been banned from
playing on the website.
Just last week, poker had its own cheating
scandal — Robbi Jade Lew was accused of
cheating when she called Garrett Adelstein
and bet $269,000 even though her hand was
a lame jack high. Lew returned the money
but has denied cheating. She has challenged

him to a heads-up game. The casino where the
match took place is taking the allegations seriously — it has hired a law firm to conduct an
investigation, which may include a polygraph
test and a third-party cybersecurity firm.
Poker and chess, fine. But fishing? Yes,
even fishing. At the Lake Erie Walleye Trail
tournament in Cleveland, Jacob Runyan is
accused of inserting weights into fish so he
could win a $30,000 prize. He was disqualified, and an investigation has been initiated

(Continued from Page 20)
tax returns.
The question — and the likely holdup
because there exists no easy answer — is:
“Does sufficient evidence of intent exist
to overcome any defense put up by Biden
that his alcoholism/drug addiction vitiates
evidence of intent?”
It is a tough question, and I hope the DOJ
lawyers take their time with a viable answer
because civilized society is depending on it.

*****
Martin J. Sheil is a retired supervisory
agent for IRS Criminal Investigation with
30 years experience, including service as
coordinator of the Organized Crime Drug
Enforcement Task Force (OCDETF) for the
Gulf Coast Region, Branch Chief for the
North Texas District (Dallas), Special Agent
in Charge for the South Texas District (San
Antonio) and as Director of IRS CI Asset
Forfeiture in Washington, D.C.
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The Libertarian Party is collapsing. Here’s why

By Andrew Koppelman
Only a few years after its greatest triumph,
the Libertarian Party is collapsing, torn apart
by an insurgency of alt-right sympathizers
with racist tendencies. Libertarianism, the
idea that state power must be absolutely
minimized, relies on ideas of individual rights
that seem flatly inconsistent with racism.
And yet libertarian rhetoric has always had
powerful attractions for those who wanted to
resist racial equality. How is that possible?
There is in fact a connection, but it is one
of psychology and political history rather
than logic.
I just published a history of libertarianism. The book is a critical introduction to
this ideology, which has done so much to
shape American politics. I focused on its
major thinkers — Hayek, Friedman, Epstein,
Rothbard, Nozick and Rand — and sought to
address their strongest arguments. None of
them were racists, and most rejected racism
vehemently, so I largely ignored the linkage
with racism. Yet now it presents itself.
In May, the party was taken over at its
national convention by the so-called Mises
Caucus, a far-right group, some of whose
members have been associated with racist
and antisemitic ideas. The caucus is named
after the libertarian economist Ludwig von
Mises, whose philosophy was pretty crude
(as I explained in the book) but who firmly
condemned racism.
On Martin Luther King Jr. Day this year,
the Libertarian Party of New Hampshire
tweeted (in a later deleted post) that “America isn’t in debt to black people. If anything
it’s the other way around.” Caucus members
have called for violent repression of antifa
and Black Lives Matter protesters. The new
leadership’s first and most prominent deci-

sion was to remove from the party platform
language declaring, “We condemn bigotry as
irrational and repugnant.”
As a result, the party is facing mass defections. In 2016, Gary Johnson was the most
successful Libertarian presidential candidate
in history. He got almost 4.5 million votes
(3.3 percent of the votes cast, three times
more than any previous Libertarian candidate, including Johnson himself in 2012).
The crackup is in part the result of crass
political machinations. The insurgents are
funded by donors who have been close to
former President Trump, suggesting that the
takeover is part of a coordinated Republican
stratagem to destroy a party that has been
draining away Republican votes. If Trump
had gotten every Libertarian vote in 2020, he
would have won. The chairman of the New
Mexico Libertarian Party wrote that the leadership has “adopted messaging and communications hostile to the principles for which
the Libertarian Party was founded, serving
no purpose other than to antagonize and

embarrass.” That may indeed be the purpose.
Battles for control of the state party are also
happening in Virginia and Massachusetts.
This stratagem would not be possible
unless the alt-right people were available
for recruitment. There is a reason why they
joined the Libertarians instead of the Greens,
another third party whose principles are
equally antithetical to them.
The connection between libertarianism
and race dates back to 1964. After he had the
Republican presidential nomination, Barry
Goldwater (himself no racist) voted against
the Civil Rights Act on libertarian grounds:
In a speech co-authored by future Supreme
Court Chief Justice William Rehnquist, he
said that “the freedom to associate means the
same thing as the freedom not to associate.”
In so doing, he transformed the Republican
coalition. Eisenhower had gotten about 40
percent of the Black vote in 1956; Nixon in
1960, about a third; Goldwater, 6 percent.
Goldwater was the first Republican ever to
win in Georgia and the first since Reconstruc-

tion to carry Alabama, Mississippi and South
Carolina. Richard Nixon’s eagerness to woo
the voters who had supported George Wallace
in 1968 consolidated the racial polarization
of American politics.
Racism seems to be part of libertarianism’s appeal to some Americans. It is easier
to oppose government power if you don’t like
what that power will be used for. Some of the
libertarian leadership noticed that and has
made racist appeals for decades. Some libertarians even dream of abandoning the state
for clusters of self-governing enclaves, some
of which could be all white. Ayn Rand called
racism “the lowest, most crudely primitive
form of collectivism.” But her condemnation
of unproductive, parasitic “moochers” has
more resonance when you think you know
who those people are.
Libertarianism offers a peculiar vision of
the heroic solitary individual who sustains
himself without any external support. It says,
“I don’t depend on anybody. I can take care
of myself.” This fantasy of autarky can also
involve the capacity to separate from people
one doesn’t like. It denies any obligation to
them that might be based either on shared
membership in a community or on a history
of wrongs that one has involuntarily benefited from. The fantasy is easy to swallow if it
means that one gets to keep more of what one
has. Here as elsewhere in libertarian thought,
there is an active partnership between delusion and greed.
*****
Andrew Koppelman, John Paul Stevens
Professor of Law at Northwestern University,
is the author of “Burning Down the House:
How Libertarian Philosophy Was Corrupted
by Delusion and Greed“ (St. Martin’s Press).
Follow him on Twitter @AndrewKoppelman.

Teacher unions are the real ‘dark
money’ players in school board races
By Jarrett Skorup
My father served for more than
a decade on the school board in
the small town where I grew up.
I can tell you firsthand that there
always have been contentious
issues locally — over teacher pay,
property taxes, where funding goes,
curriculum issues, and more.
But the internet was in its infancy when I was a kid and few of
these issues ever received national
attention. Today it’s another story.
COVID-19 restrictions, school
shutdowns, vaccine mandates,
critical race theory, segregating
students by race — these issues
and others have brought a backlash
from some parents who are frustrated with their school districts. After
feeling like nobody was listening,
some are taking the next step and
running for seats on their school
boards to enforce change.
One such group getting involved
is “Moms for Liberty.” The conservative group sprang up in Florida
and now claims 195 chapters in
37 states with almost 100,000
members.
They’ve been portrayed unflatteringly in much of the mainstream media. The Washington
Post says they are hoping to take
advantage of “brawlish … cultural

divisions.” Another Post article
says parents are “seeking control
over education” and “taking over
school boards.” Yet another article
in the Post (see a pattern?) says
these are “anti-woke” school board
victories that have turned “usually
nonpartisan races” into something
“contentious.” A fourth Washington
Post article agrees, writing that this
could “deliver chilling effect[s] on
racial equity efforts.”
It’s not just the Post. The New
York Times says these fights are
part of “the conservative school
board strategy.” USA Today documented the many critics of Moms
for Liberty. Salon says they want

to “demolish public school.” Media
Matters says these are front groups
”facilitating the book-banning process.” NBC worries that they are
“taking over school boards.”
The media concern over individuals running for school board
and backed by political interests is
bizarre, considering there long have
been political organizations funding
and electing school board members:
public-sector labor unions.
Left-wing unions have been
and continue to be the major force
affecting school board elections.
The National Education Association (NEA) urges its members to
“get out the vote for pro-public

education candidates” because they
are involved in setting salaries and
approving contracts.
The teachers’ union in Michigan, the Michigan Education
Association (MEA), is endorsing
nearly 200 candidates across the
state. The MEA’s state filings show
that it spent tens of thousands of
dollars on school board races in
2020. The union gave more than
$1,000 each to multiple candidates
for open seats on school boards in
Plymouth-Canton, Ann Arbor, Oak
Park and Dearborn Heights. It also
spent big in Walled Lake, Farmington Hills, Allen Park and elsewhere.
The union surely is doing so again
this year. We’ll know how much
they’re spending toward the end
of the year when filings come due.
In school board races, which
typically feature low spending,
even a few hundred dollars raised
goes a long way. Indeed, 75 percent
of the candidates receiving money
from the Michigan union in 2020
won their races — including a clean
sweep of all four spots in the Detroit suburbs of Plymouth-Canton.
The union apparently is so flush
with money that it could afford to
spend $500 on a write-in candidate
in McBain, the eighth-smallest
city in Michigan (the candidate

was among the rare union-backed
losers).
This is the public employee
union problem: 1) Government
unions fund and campaign for
school board members and other
politicians; 2) those same politicians then support generous pay and
benefits, and force people to pay
dues and fees to unions, ensuring
that 3) a portion of the money is
routed back to the public employee
union to start the cycle again.
Unsurprisingly, the nation’s
largest union says that the parents
now getting involved are doing
so because of “manufactured outrage perpetuated by dark money
networks,” which is a “danger to
educators.”
That’s absurd. For decades,
far-left education unions have endorsed, funded, knocked on doors
for and been elected as school
board members. The only difference today is that people are finally
pushing back from the other side.
*****
Jarrett Skorup is the senior
director of marketing and communications at the Mackinac Center
for Public Policy, a research and
educational institute headquartered
in Midland, Mich. Follow him on
Twitter @JarrettSkorup.

Why does Biden continue to hold back the nuclear energy industry?

By Tim Cavanaugh
Nuclear power is back in vogue, buoyed
by the demand for a significant source of
emissions-free energy.
Government should encourage the trend
by ending policies that prevent the only reliable carbon dioxide-neutral energy source
from flourishing.
Old-school counter-culturalists such as
filmmaker Oliver Stone are speaking up for
the peaceful power of the atom. Democratic
politicians such as Michigan Gov. Gretchen
Whitmer show by their actions that aggressive carbon dioxide goals can’t be met without a robust nuclear energy network.
Unfortunately, the Biden administration’s
quick-fix efforts to retain existing nuclear
plants are half-hearted. The administration
continues to stifle the U.S. nuclear energy
industry with outmoded policies. Federal
and state officials instead must seize this
opportunity to end a regulatory model that
has starved the nuclear industry nearly to
extinction. Here are some concrete steps:
Acknowledge that
renewables have failed
These sources produce too little energy
and are too unreliable to make a dent in our
heat and electricity needs, even though taxpayers have spent billions of dollars on green
pork. Wind and solar combined generate just
12 percent of our needs, according to the
U.S. Energy Information Agency, and a third
of what the agency counts as “renewable”
energy comes from neither of these heavily
subsidized darlings but from old-fashioned
hydroelectric. Though all energy sources
receive subsidies, the largesse we heap on
wind and solar dwarfs all others.

End all energy subsidies —
including those for nuclear power
Wind power companies received $36.8
billion in subsidies between 2010 and 2019,
according to a recent study by the Texas
Public Policy Foundation, while solar moguls raked in more than $34 billion. These
expenditures might be justified as a way of
reducing carbon dioxide output. But what
accounts for the $25 billion (mostly in the
form of tax breaks) showered on the oil and
natural gas industries, or the $13 billion
taxpayers gave to the coal industry? Like
wind and solar, nuclear emits no carbon
dioxide, though its take from the public till,
at $15 billion, is relatively modest. But we
should eliminate subsidies across the board
and allow the most efficient and competitive
forms of energy to rise. Nuclear power alone
generates large amounts of energy cheaply,
without contributing to greenhouse gasses.
Abolish or severely reform the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
The NRC has stifled nearly all new nu-

clear capacity since it was established in
1975. Today, only two new reactors, both at
the Vogtle plant in Georgia, are scheduled to
begin operation. The commission’s 32-step
construction licensing process has effectively
prevented new power generation since the
Gerald Ford administration. In 2005, the
NRC ostensibly reformed and streamlined
its commissioning process, but it still requires voluminous sub-steps and approvals
from other local, state and federal regulatory
agencies. It’s time to change the regulatory
framework for what is already the safest form
of energy on the planet.
Aim smaller and
keep up with technology
Japanese power companies take an average of three to four years to build a nuclear
reactor. In France, construction is complete
in five to eight years. In the United States,
bringing a new plant to market never takes
fewer than 10 years — and often takes more
than 25. Construction on the Tennessee Valley
Authority’s Watts Bar Unit 2 began in 1973.

The reactor didn’t come on line for another
43 years, a delay that is almost entirely the
fault of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.
(When there was no NRC, the average construction time was three to four years.) But
the U.S. also would benefit from investing
in small modular reactors, or SMRs. And
it is time to renegotiate the framework of
regulations and treaties that prevent us from
reusing spent fuel. Nuclear technology has
advanced since President Ford’s time. We
should advance with it.
Keep existing plants in operation
The crabbed economics of energy policy
has given nuclear operators incentive to
shutter existing plants. State governments can
help by not being so quick to let them do so.
In Michigan, whose heavily regulated power
network is expensive and old, the governor
is petitioning Energy Secretary Jennifer
Granholm for help in getting the Palisades
plant to reopen. Other governors should
take note and think twice when a nuclear
operator requests permission to shut down.
Many proponents of nuclear energy today are
left-leaning environmentalists. California’s
Democratic legislature just voted for a rescue
package that Gov. Gavin Newsom signed to
stave off the 2025 retirement of the Diablo
Canyon facility. But one-off efforts are not
enough. The current energy crisis demands a
rethinking of all U.S. energy policy. We have
spent decades trying to murder the nuclear
industry. We’ll need to do more to revive it.
*****
Tim Cavanaugh is senior editor at the
Mackinac Center for Public Policy, a research and educational institute in Midland,
Mich.

Page 24 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / October 12-18, 2022

A year after rebuilding trust, the US and Mexico
look for progress against cross-border crime
By Earl Anthony Wayne
A year ago, Mexico and the United States
launched a “High-Level Security Dialogue”
(HLSD). In recognition of the 200 years of bilateral relations, they agreed on a “Bicentennial Framework for Security, Public Health
and Safe Communities,” with the hope of
rebuilding cooperation to counter the deadly
crime that harms many tens of thousands on
both sides of the border.
In January 2022, the two governments
further agreed on a set of objectives for the
security partnership, to cover three pillars of
cooperation: protecting our people, preventing cross-border crime, and pursuing criminal
networks. The challenge became turning
those objectives into measurable progress
and outcomes.
These efforts to bolster cooperation are
needed. However, it’s not clear how much
progress has been achieved. When senior
U.S. and Mexican officials gather soon to
review results, we should look for a frank
review of outcomes to date and a clear action plan for concrete results going forward,
including proposals to better tackle illicit financial flows, as U.S. senators recently urged.
Reports in recent months indicate that
cross-border crime continues to grow, with
networks operating in both countries, and
that criminal groups are more powerful in
Mexico and internationally.
There have been frequent incidents of
violence by criminal gangs plaguing Mexican
states, including along the U.S.-Mexico border. Mexico’s government is increasing the
role of the military in fighting crime to help
tackle these problems. Some worry that the
proposed reforms will deepen the weakness
of Mexico’s law enforcement and judicial
authorities, rather than provide a good longterm strategic framework.
More deadly drugs are being discovered at
the border and elsewhere in the United States
and U.S. drug overdose deaths are soaring.
Seizures of fentanyl at the border jumped
significantly in the first 10 months of fiscal
year 2022. The 10-month totals surpassed the

amount of this deadly synthetic opioid seized
in all of FY 2021. The 2022 seizures also are
more than 2.5 times greater than the amount
of fentanyl seized in FY 2020, according to
Customs and Border Patrol figures.
Two Mexican crime groups, the Sinaloa
and Jalisco New Generation cartels, are the
main sources of this deadly cargo. The head
of the U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA)
recently warned in a TV interview that “the
greatest threat facing our communities, our
families, our kids is the deadly fentanyl that
we are seeing in the United States that is
brought here by the two cartels in Mexico.”
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) reports an alarming rise in
deaths from overdoses of synthetic opioids.
For the 12 months ending in March 2022,
they tally over 70,000 deaths, up from 62,000
in March 2021.
In Mexico, homicides have been at record
highs since 2019. Statistics show a drop
of 8-9 percent in the first half of the year.
However, it is not clear if the decline in
homicides will endure, or if it might be due
to consolidation of control by cartels over
drug smuggling routes, for example. There
are frequent reports of violence in the streets
when authorities move to rein in criminal
groups. There are also reports of criminal
gangs expanding influence over non-drug

commerce, from avocados to convenience
stores and even to water sources. Cartels
also have expanded their roles in smuggling
migrants to the U.S.
One of the most comprehensive regular
reports of violence in Mexico, The Mexico
Peace Index 2022, concludes that despite
some improvements, “the longer-term trends
indicate a marked deterioration in peacefulness between 2015 and 2021.”
Not surprisingly, Mexico’s statistics agency found more Mexicans feeling insecure
(67 percent) in mid-2022. State Department
travel cautions to American citizens provide
detailed security warnings about traveling to
29 of the 31 Mexican states, and warn citizens
not to travel at all to six states.
The Mexican government is turning
increasingly to the military for a range of
tasks, including public security. It is placing
its militarized National Guard, which is on
the front lines of fighting criminal violence,
formally under the Army and extending the
Guard’s role to 2028.
While the presence of heavily-armed
security forces can staunch violence, many
experts note that these forces are not trained
to investigate crimes or to work with prosecutors to successfully bring charges and win
convictions against those arrested. Already, a
mere 1 in 10 crimes are reported in Mexico.

There are relatively few investigations of the
crimes reported and not many convictions
of those arrested, and budgets for judicial
authorities have been reduced.
Security and crime experts argue that the
current policy is failing. It is far from clear
that turning more responsibility over to the
military will provide long-term solutions
to Mexico’s crime problems. And, Mexico
retains its reputation as one of the world’s
most corrupt countries — corruption that is
fed by massive proceeds the cartels make
from U.S. drug sales.
The same weaknesses that diminish
Mexico’s ability to deal with crime hinder
the effectiveness of Mexican authorities as
partners for the U.S. Trust between law enforcement and justice agencies was severely
undermined during the Trump administration
and deteriorated sharply when the U.S.
arrested a former defense minister on drug
charges. That arrest prompted Mexico to
pass a law in 2020 that severely limits the
ability for confidential U.S.-Mexico law
enforcement investigations.
The new “Bicentennial Framework”
for cooperation was established to rebuild
trust and cooperation. It is hoped that agency-to-agency cooperation, including capacity-building, will sprout again, allowing more
confidential cooperation against the illicit
trade headed north and south (e.g., arms).
Without positive results from cooperation,
including a reduction in drug flows and the
dismantling of networks that control this
trade, however, calls will grow for stronger
and unilateral U.S. steps. The best way forward is for the “Bicentennial Framework”
to produce a credible joint action plan and,
ultimately, concrete results.
*****
Former ambassador Earl Anthony Wayne
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Republicans ought to be doing better than they are

By Keith Naughton
First midterms are terrible for presidents.
Absent a national security crisis, the president’s party loses and often badly. With
high inflation and low approvals, President
Biden and the Democrats should be headed
for a major defeat. Yet, Republicans, with
an unhelpful assist from Donald Trump, are
doing everything they can to sink their own
chances.
The midterm results will turn on whether
the big issues outweigh the smaller issues,
bad candidates and Trump tomfoolery. Republicans should get to at least 230 seats in
the House and a majority in the Senate, with
an upper bound of 245 and 54, respectively.
And the GOP should be headed toward
the upper end of the expectations spectrum.
In spite of a recent improvement, Biden’s
approval is still well under water. His RealClearPolitics average is under water by
10 points. Most other metrics are similarly
awful. In the recent YouGov poll, 62 percent
consider the country on the “wrong track,”
including 66 percent of independents. Morning Consult registers a 71 percent “wrong
track” number (81 percent of independents).
In its earlier tracking poll, Biden’s approval
on the economy was 5 points worse than his
overall approval.
The economy and inflation dominate
voters’ concerns. The NewsNation poll has
inflation as the top priority of 45 percent of respondents and 65 percent “very concerned.”
Similar results can be seen in YouGov and
Morning Consult polling. YouGov has a combined 35 percent citing inflation and the economy as the top concern, 25 points ahead of
the next issue, health care. Morning Consult
has 42 percent citing “economic issues,” far
ahead of 14 percent citing “women’s issues.”
This issue landscape is toxic for Democrats. CNN’s Harry Enten notes that the
Republican polling advantage on these top issues is at “near-historic” highs. A September
Gallup poll asked respondents an open-ended
question on their top issue (in other words, no
list or prompting) with 38 percent citing problems connected with economic conditions
(only 4 percent cited abortion). Republicans
had an 11-point lead on addressing their issue,
regardless of what issue was cited.
An historic rout ought to be in the works.
Republican stumbling and bumbling
While the political and issue environ-

ment are highly favorable for Republicans,
it seems the party is doing little to improve
its chances. Poor quality candidates, Trump
and the Dobbs decision are dragging on the
Republican ticket.
Part of the issue is lack of experience.
Running for office seems simple, but it definitely is not. Sticking out is Herschel Walker.
Inarticulate, ham-handed and out of his depth,
the 1982 Heisman winner is doing his best
impression of Earnest Byner. Georgia Republicans would be better replacing him with a
lottery. Walker ought to be well ahead of Sen.
Raphael Warnock, but the RealClearPolitics
average has him down nearly 4 points.
Similarly, Mehmet Oz (R) in Pennsylvania
has been struggling against John Fetterman
(D), one of the weakest of all the Democratic candidates. A talk-show host from New
Jersey was always going to have problems
in a nativist state like Pennsylvania, but add
to that Oz’s inexplicable post-primary vacation, and he fell far behind. Recently the race
has tightened (maybe); the Oz campaign is
pounding Fetterman with crime ads. Other
inexperienced candidates like J.D. Vance in
Ohio and Blake Masters in Arizona are also
underperforming. Contrast that with Adam
Laxalt, former Nevada attorney general and
member of a family with long experience
in politics, who is leading incumbent Sen.
Catherine Cortez Masto.
Unsurprisingly, the weak GOP candidates
were hand-picked by Trump. In addition to
pushing forward candidates based on sycophancy and celebrity rather than electability,
Trump’s determination to hog the stage is
dragging down the Republicans. Trump has

a worse approval rating than Biden, logging
a deficit of 41 percent approve to 57 percent
disapprove (Morning Consult). YouGov has
Trump at 40 percent approve vs. 53 percent
disapprove. In both polls, Trump has a worse
deficit than Biden or the much-maligned
Kamala Harris.
Unpopular ex-presidents are not a problem
as long as they go away. But Trump cannot
leave the spotlight, even when it would help
his candidates. Trump can’t even resist insulting his endorsed allies.
Abortion is not helping either. The Dobbs
decision continues to be a net negative.
According to YouGov, abortion is a “very
important” issue to Democrats at 63 percent,
but just 34 percent for Republicans. In issue
importance, it has risen to the second-most
important issue at 14 percent, while just 4
percent of Republicans cite it as most important. And foolish political moves like Lindsey
Graham proposing federal legislation does
not help. For the GOP, the less said about the
issue, the better.
Big issues likely to win out
In the end, all the Republican efforts at
self-sabotage are more likely than not to just
limit their gains. Trump is less popular than
the unpopular Biden, but he’s not president.
Biden being in the White House makes his
unfavorability much more of a problem. And
Trump’s legal troubles may end up having
a detrimental effect on Democratic turnout.
The more it looks like Trump is headed for
an indictment, the less dangerous he seems.
Abortion is helping the Democrats, but
that enthusiasm may simply be with people
who are already going to vote. Motivating

18-29 year-olds, who are more pro-choice
than the overall public, should help Democrats, but YouGov has 18-29s as the least
enthusiastic age group at 27 percent “more
enthusiastic” for the mid-terms as opposed
to over 65s, at 53 percent. And over 65s cite
inflation as their top issue (26 percent) by a
16-point margin over any other issue — a
bigger gap than any other age group.
It seems more likely that poor candidate
quality will be the biggest problem for the
GOP. Herschel Walker could still win — the
national issues are so overwhelming — but
his incompetence as a candidate may be
too abysmal to overcome. The rest of the
fumbling rookies the GOP has nominated
are having their struggles but seem to have
found a bit of a footing, and their polling is
improving.
Predicting final results is still perilous with
so many races so close — but the GOP not
only has an advantage on the issue front, the
party may well be in better shape than the
public polling indicates.
The party out of power tends to pick up
the lion’s share of the undecideds.
In addition, the state-level polling in 2020
was heavily biased toward the Democrats.
Claims that issues around polling accuracy
have been addressed are hardly re-assuring.
Supposedly the polling industry “fixed” their
problems after whiffing in 2016, but 2020
was only slightly better at the presidential
level and much worse at the state level.
When RealClearPolitics adjusts by state
for polling error, it projects a GOP Senate
majority with 52 seats. Alternately, using
a blanket adjustment of 2-points for the
undecided vote and just 3-points on polling
error, Republicans get to 53, with even the
fumbling Walker.
In politics, big issues win over small
issues. Unfortunately for the media, small
issues and gossip are easier to write and
obsess about. It all adds up to the very real
possibility of a Republican rout and another
Election Day humiliation for the mainstream
media and the pollsters.
*****
Keith Naughton, Ph.D., is co-founder
of Silent Majority Strategies, a public and
regulatory affairs consulting firm. Naughton
is a former Pennsylvania political campaign
consultant. Follow him on Twitter @KNaughton711.

(Continued from Page 19)
island of Hispaniola to Spain to be sold for
more profit. Many died on the trip.
Those who were left behind to work, as
opposed to being sent to Spain to be sold,
were treated in his typical way; he dealt
with those natives (in this case, the Tainos)
by forcing them to do his bidding. Many
were forced to mine for gold and work the
plantations and do whatever he wished his
“slaves” to do, while they were still treated
with brutality and violence.
During a span of only about 60 years
after Columbus landed, there were only a
few hundred of the presumed approximate-

ly 250,000 Taino natives left on their own
island. Columbus had proven himself to be
very self-serving, and not at all to be any
kind of hero. It’s no wonder why those who
care have decided to rename the day for those
who suffered at his hands, the indiginous
peoples. But at least Columbus only got a
holiday named for him, and not a continent.
That honor went to map-maker Americus
Vespucious.
Columbus was the governor or Hispaniola, but he was never considered a good
governor. He was brutal and tyrannical.
There were many complaints about his
mismanagement, and a royal commissioner

was dispatched to Hispaniola in August 1500
to arrest Columbus and bring him back to
Spain in chains. Even though Columbus was
stripped of his governorship, King Ferdinand
not only granted the explorer his freedom but
subsidized a fourth voyage.
In addition to everything else Columbus did, in his brutal attempt to deter even
more rebellion in which many natives were
killed, he ordered the dismembered bodies of
those who were already killed to be paraded
through the streets.
It appears to be that Christopher Columbus
was not a really nice person nor a so-called
devout Catholic, and while we still honor him

in some way for his travels and discoveries,
we may decide to keep his holiday out of
tradition, but for the “honoring” part, I’m in
favor of “Indigenous Day.”
If we know how he really was, why not
teach it that way? We can then remember
Columbus Day for what we learned about
how NOT to treat our indigenous natives.
Even Hitler was a good example for how
NOT to be!
Maramis Choufani is the Managing Editor of the Las Vegas Tribune. She writes a
weekly column in this newspaper. To contact
Maramis, email her at maramistribune@
gmail.com.

Maramis
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The Neon Museum announces the fall
schedule of monthly STEAM Saturdays

Sponsored by Meow Wolf and the Nevada
Arts Council, the low-cost, all-ages program
promotes scientific inquiry, creative thinking, and art appreciation through hands-on
activities
The Neon Museum hosts its educational
series STEAM Saturdays, every second
Saturday of the month from 10 a.m. to noon
in its Neon Boneyard, weather permitting.
Dates for the family-friendly events this fall
will be Nov. 12.
Sponsored by Meow Wolf and the Nevada
Arts Council, STEAM Saturdays debuted
earlier this summer and became an instantly
popular all-ages program for its entertaining hands-on activities, presentations, and
demonstrations designed to promote creative
and critical thinking.
“For kids of all ages and their families,
STEAM Saturdays offer fun ways to interact
with the Museum’s neon signs while gaining
a greater appreciation for their artistic beauty
and a better understanding of the science
behind their creation,” said Aaron Berger,
The Neon Museum Executive Director. “We
are proud to offer our local community these
unique educational opportunities that can’t be
found anywhere else, all at a low or no cost
for participants.”
Saturday, Nov. 12: Awesome Architecture — Test your skills with an engineering
challenge and designing a pop-up card featuring Las Vegas architecture. Participants
will also visit the La Concha Lobby to learn
about the fascinating history of its design and
its complex three-mile move to its current
location.
Tickets for STEAM Saturdays are $5 for
attendees ages 7 and up; children aged 6 or
younger are free. Museum members can
attend for free as can those who qualify for
Museums for All, a program that supports
foster families and individuals on SNAP.
Advance registration for STEAM Saturdays
is available online at https://www.neonmuseum.org/education/uncategorised/steamsaturdaydetails.
STEAM learning is an education strategy that integrates Science, Technology,
Engineering, Art, and Math to encourage
inquiry, creative thinking, discussion and

problem-solving. A desired outcome of a
STEAM education for children is that it begins a life-long love for the arts and sciences.
Participants learn relevant skills for today’s
world, better preparing them for a productive
and successful future.
About The Neon Museum
Founded in 1996, The Neon Museum is a
non-profit 501(c)3 organization dedicated to
collecting, preserving, studying, and exhibiting iconic Las Vegas signs for educational,
historic, arts and cultural enrichment. Fully
accredited by the American Alliance of Museums (AAM), The Neon Museum has been
ranked No. 1 in Las Vegas Weekly’s list of
“Twenty Greatest Attractions in Las Vegas
History,” Nevada’s “Best Museum” by MSN,
No. 1 Pop Culture museum and one of the 10
Best Museums in Las Vegas by USA Today’s
10best.com, “One of the Top 10 Coolest
Things You Didn’t Know You Could Do”
by Forbes.com, one of the “Top 10 Historic
Spots in Las Vegas” by Vegas.com; one of
“15 Most Fascinating Museums in the U.S.”
by VacationIdea.com; and earns a consistent
4.5 out of 5 rating on TripAdvisor. On its
2.27-acre campus, The Neon Museum has
an outdoor exhibition space known as the
Neon Boneyard; the North Gallery, home
to the immersive audiovisual experience
“Brilliant! Jackpot” which uses technology

Sample ballots
heading to voters

Clark County voters should expect to receive their sample ballots in the mail during
the next week or so, and those who opted to
instead receive their sample ballots by email
should have already received theirs.
The sample ballots contain a list of polling places open during early voting and on
Election Day and an example of the voter’s
ballot, including all the contests they will be
able to vote on during the upcoming general
election. The sample ballots are being mailed

to about 1.3 million active registered voters
in Clark County.
Voters may also view their sample ballot
online through the Registered Voter Services
section of the Election Department webpage
at www.ClarkCountyNV.gov/vote.
Early voting for the general election is
from Oct. 22 through Nov. 4, and Election
Day is Nov. 8. Additional information about
the general election is available through the
Election Department webpage.

to re-illuminate more than 40 non-operational
signs; and its visitors’ center inside the former La Concha Motel lobby. The museum
collection also includes nine restored signs
installed as public art in downtown Las Vegas. Public education, outreach, research, and

arts conservation represent a selection of the
museum’s ongoing projects. For more information, including tour schedules and tickets,
visit www.neonmuseum.org. Also follow @
NeonMuseum on Facebook and Twitter and
@theneonmuseumlasvegas on Instagram.

The Juvenile Justice Services
Department to host Trunk or
Treat ‘SCARE-abration’ Oct. 26

Clark County’s Department of Juvenile
Justice Services and community partners
are hosting a “SCARE-abration” Halloween
Trunk or Treat event on Wednesday, Oct. 26,
from 5 to 8 p.m. in its parking lot at 651 N.
Pecos Road, off Bonanza Road.
Sponsors include The Harbor, Truancy
Prevention Outreach Program (TPOP), Juvenile Justice Probation Officers Association
and KCEP Power 88.1.
The free event will feature a live DJ, carnival games, a rock-climbing wall, haircuts,
classic cars, food, and candy.
There also will be a costume contest
with prizes for the best decorated vehicles.
Community partners also will have booths

set up to offer attendees information about
programs and services available for families
in the Las Vegas Valley.
“This is a fun event for the whole family,
and we appreciate the support of our many
partners for helping us host this celebration
for our community,” said Jack Martin, Director of Clark County Juvenile Justice Services.
“It’s also a great opportunity to learn about
the services we offer through our five Harbor
locations to help children and their families.”
Organizers are accepting donations of
candy for the event as well as sign-ups for
volunteers and decorated vehicles. Contact
James Allen for more information at james.
allen@ClarkCountyNV.gov.
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Clark County Fire Department offers
safety tips for Fire Prevention Month
October is Fire Prevention Month, and the
Clark County Fire Department is reminding
residents to have a home fire escape plan
and working smoke alarms in the event of
an emergency.
“Fire Prevention Month is a good time
of year to remind people of important safety
information that can protect your family and
save lives,” said Clark County Fire Chief
John Steinbeck. “Every home should have
working smoke detectors, and every family
should develop a household fire escape plan
and practice it on a regular basis.”
This year’s theme for Fire Prevention
Month, which includes Fire Prevention Week
from Oct. 9 to Oct. 15, is “Fire Won’t Wait.
Plan Your Escape.”
Officials say if a fire breaks out, residents
may have only a few minutes to get out safely
once the smoke alarm sounds. It’s critical for
everyone in a household to know what to do
and where to go if there’s a fire.
Visit the Fire Department’s website pages
at www.ClarkCountyNV.gov for a variety
of safety tips. The following information is
recommended:
Fire Escape Plan & Safety
—Make a home escape plan that identifies
all possible exits and escape routes in your
home. Ideally, there are two ways out of
each room.
—Make sure doors and windows leading
outside can open easily.

—Designate a safe meeting place outside your home such as near a tree, light or
mailbox.
—Practice your home fire drill at night
and during the day with everyone in your
home, at least twice a year. Practice using
different ways out.
—If the smoke alarm sounds, get out and
stay out.
—If you have to escape through smoke,
get low and go under the smoke to make
your way out.

—Call 911 from outside your home to
get help.
Smoke Alarms
—Smoke alarms more than 10 years old
need to be replaced.
—Test smoke alarms at least once a month
using the test button; replace immediately
if they don’t respond properly when tested.
—Make sure everyone in the home understands the sound of the smoke alarm and
how to respond.
—Chirping alarms are a warning sign that

that battery is low and needs to be replaced.
—Smoke rises; install smoke alarms following manufacturer’s instructions high on
a wall or on a ceiling.
—Install smoke alarms in every bedroom,
outside each sleeping area and on every level
of the home.
—Smoke alarms with strobe lights and
vibration devices are available for hearing
impaired people.
Fire Extinguishers
—Portable fire extinguishers should be
used when a fire is confined to a small area
and is not growing. The primary element of
a fire response plan is to escape safely and
call 911.
—Install fire extinguishers close to an exit
so you can make an easy escape if the fire
cannot be controlled. If the room fills with
smoke, leave immediately.
—Read the instructions that come with a
fire extinguisher and become familiar with its
parts and operation before a fire breaks out.
Chose a fire extinguisher that carries the label
of an independent testing laboratory.
—To operate a fire extinguisher, remember the word PASS: Pull the pin, holding the
extinguisher with the nozzle pointing away
from you and releasing the locking mechanism. Aim low and point the extinguisher
at the base of the fire. Squeeze the lever
slowly and evenly. Sweep the nozzle from
side to side.

Prizes for first, second and third place
will be awarded to students in each grade
division and their teachers. Prizes will include
gift certificates from the Nevada State Museum, Las Vegas Natural History Museum,
The Neon Museum, Pop Up Pizza, Uptown
Jungle, and more. To enter the contest and
for more information, visit https://www.
plazahotelcasino.com/entertainment/las-vegas-days-rodeo/contest/.
The Whiskerino contest returns to the
rodeo this year. Free to enter, the contest
offers prizes in multiple categories including
Longest Beard, Longest Mustache, Best Natural Beard, Worst Beard, and Most Unique.
Participants are encouraged to dress in Western attire or early 1900’s period costumes.
Registration is open until Oct. 28 on the
Plaza’s website. Participants must be present
at the rodeo to win.
The Las Vegas Day Rodeo will also feature Mutton Busting for future cowboys and
cowgirls. The sheep riding competition is
open to children ages 4-10 who weigh less
than 60 pounds. The winner gets a commemorative buckle. Registration and details at

https://www.plazahotelcasino.com/entertainment/las-vegas-days-rodeo/mutton-busting/.
Committed to showcasing the history
of Las Vegas as an element of the rodeo
experience, the Plaza will have a “Then &
Now” display of photos of downtown Las
Vegas along with western themed exhibits
in a tented educational pavilion open to the
public near the rodeo ring. Plaza staff will
also be in the pavilion asking trivia questions
and giving away prizes for correct answers.
And in the Plaza’s showroom on the casino
floor, there will be special viewings of the
documentary “The City of Las Vegas: The
Early Years” that was funded by the Commission for the Las Vegas Centennial and
focuses on the founding and first 20 years of
the community (1905-1920) on Friday and
Saturday from noon to 6 p.m.
About the Plaza Hotel & Casino
Located in the heart of downtown Las
Vegas, the Plaza Hotel & Casino combines
a vintage Rat Pack attitude with modern
styling and personal customer service for
the ultimate Vegas experience. First opened
in 1971 and built on the site of the original
Las Vegas railroad depot, the Plaza has nearly
1,000 modern rooms and suites, a classic Vegas showroom, downtown’s only bingo hall,
and 30,000 sq. ft. of refurbished ballroom
and meeting space. Larger outdoor events are
hosted at the Plaza’s Core Arena, downtown’s
only equestrian and multipurpose facility.
Guests enjoy a variety of dining options
led by the renowned Oscar’s Steakhouse in
the hotel’s iconic glass dome overlooking
the Fremont Street Experience. A new race
& sports book along with hundreds of slot
machines and nearly two dozen table games
comprise an 80,000-square-foot casino floor.
A fully renovated rooftop pool and recreation
deck complete with private cabanas, hot tub,
food truck, and dedicated Pickleball courts,
provide a variety of outdoor amenities. For
more information on the multiple award-winning Plaza Hotel & Casino, visit www.plazahotelcasino.com. Get updates via Facebook,
Instagram and Twitter.
About the CORE Arena
Located adjacent to the Plaza Hotel &
Casino, the CORE Arena is an outdoor
equestrian center in downtown Las Vegas.
The venue opened in December 2018 with
two outdoor arenas for roping practice and
exercise and hosting numerous events related
to the Wrangler National Finals Rodeo (NFR)
and Junior NFR. With 80 equine stalls for
year-round use, it is easy for rodeo enthusiasts
to “kiss their horses goodnight,” knowing
their animals will be safe as they enjoy their
evening just steps away playing on the casino
floor or having a delicious steak dinner at Oscar’s Steakhouse. The CORE Arena is also a
multipurpose outdoor event venue with 2,000
seats, enabling the Plaza to host a variety of
events — from sporting events to demolition
derbies — further diversifying the downtown
experience and attracting more business and
people to the area all year long. For more
details, visit https://www.plazahotelcasino.
com/entertainment/core-arena/.

Plaza Hotel & Casino hosts Las Vegas
Days Rodeo at CORE Arena, Nov. 11-12
Historical exhibits debut, Whiskerino and
Mutton Busting return, coloring contest for
local students now open
The Plaza Hotel & Casino in downtown
Las Vegas will again host the Las Vegas Days
Rodeo at its outdoor equestrian center, the
CORE Arena, on Friday and Saturday, Nov.
11-12 starting at 6 p.m. (gates open at 5 p.m.).
The event will also feature a free Whiskerino
contest, Mutton Busting, historical exhibits,
and coloring contest for Southern Nevadan
children in grades kindergarten through six.
Sponsored by the Commission for the Las
Vegas Centennial and the Plaza Hotel & Casino, the Las Vegas Days rodeo is fully sanctioned by the Professional Rodeo Cowboys
Association and the Women’s Professional
Rodeo Association. It will feature bull riding,
barrel racing, team roping, tie-down roping,
steer wrestling, saddle bronc riding, breakaway, and bareback riding, with prize purses
totaling $40,000 and custom belt buckles for
champions. Admission is free but RSVP is
recommended online.
In conjunction with the rodeo, the Plaza
is again sponsoring a children’s coloring
contest. Local students in grades kindergarten
through six are encouraged to download,
print out and hand color the scene paying
homage to the Plaza’s historic address.
Electronic coloring is not allowed. All entries
need a parent or guardian’s signature to be

considered. Entries can be submitted through
the Plaza’s website by completing the entry
form and uploading a quality photo or scan
of the colored page. Submissions are due
Thursday, Oct. 27. Winners are notified on
Thursday, Nov. 3, and winning artwork will
be featured at the rodeo.
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Winchester Dondero Theater presents
‘In the Mind’s Eye’ October 26 and 27
The Asylum Theater & Funsize Productions, along with Winchester Dondero Cultural Center, located at 3130 McLeod Drive
near Desert Inn Road, goes to the dark side
in time for the Halloween Season! Explore
the most fascinating and unsolved murder
mysteries of all time, the murders of Jack
the Ripper. ”In the mind’s eyes — a musical
chronicle about Jack the Ripper,” shows on
Oct. 26 and 27 from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. and
journeys through the eyes of impressionist
painter Walter Sickert as he leads us down a
path that involves the Royal family, intrigue,
blackmail, murders, and an unrequited love
story! Tickets are $15 per person and can be
purchased at https://bit.ly/3fHQZwa.
This original musical was penned by Jay
Nagle and Dwayne Parks with new music
and arrangements by Rylan Leo Helmuth.
The Vocal Director is Ilana Atkins, and the

Stage Manager is Rebecca Sass. The show
is co-directed by Jay Nagle and Annette
Houlihan Verdolino.
The talented cast includes many Las Vegas
favorites. Michael Kaczurak as Walter Sickert and Holly Shaffer as Annie Crook.Also
featured are Gary Lunn, Gigi Guizado, Greg
Korin,Yisrael Dubov,Kimberly Arnold, Bella
Delgado ,Olivia Gordon ,Amy Ruesch,Amy
Beth Palladino, Brianna Adams, Ira Norwood, Naree Asherian, Jonathan Cruz,Carl
Duenas, Ashley Gonzales,Mary Beth Zentner
,Kate Sirls , Diana Wilson and John Hammel
as Sir William Gull
Those interested may contact the Winchester Cultural Center at (702) 455-7340 or
visit the Web site at www.ClarkCountyNV.
gov/parks. Clark County Parks and Recreation also can be found on social networking
sites such as Twitter and Facebook.

New pilot hours of operation for HOV system

HOV lanes to operate
between 5 a.m. and 10 p.m.
beginning October 24
Carson City, Nev. — Nevada Department of Transportation (NDOT)
Director Kristina Swallow announced modified high-occupancy
vehicle (HOV) hours of operation
as part of a pilot program based on
preliminary data from a multi-year
study in Southern Nevada. The
modified HOV hours will change
from 24/7 operation to 5 a.m. to
10 p.m. daily, beginning Monday,
October 24, and will be evaluated
over a period of 18 months.
Preliminary data collected from
the HOV study has confirmed that
traffic volumes on I-15 increase
rapidly at around 5 a.m. every day
of the week and stay consistently
high until dissipating between 8
p.m. and 10 p.m. each evening.
Accordingly, NDOT’s team of
subject-matter experts determined
that this data support changing the
HOV hours of operation to permit
single-occupant vehicles from 10
p.m. to 5 a.m., seven days per week.
The multi-year HOV study
utilizes data on traffic volumes,
speeds, and HOV violation rates
from RTC FAST, NDOT traffic
counters, third-party data collection, and new sensors at 15 locations monitored by a third party.

Over the next 18 months, the study
team will continue to review the pilot hours of operation and evaluate
the collected data, as well as crash
rates, to determine if an adjustment

to the hours, including potentially
reverting back to 24/7 operation,
is warranted. Once the evaluation
is complete, the team will provide
final recommendations on perma-

nent hours of operation.
“The pilot hours of operation are
one way NDOT has worked hard to
listen to the public and find ways to
improve the HOV lanes in South-

ern Nevada,” said NDOT Director
Kristina Swallow, “These modified
hours are based on data collected
from cutting-edge traffic system
technology, and we look forward
to evaluating the effectiveness of
this pilot over the next 18 months.”
HOV lanes are dedicated highway lanes that are used exclusively
by vehicles with two or more occupants as well as motorcycles. There
are over 20 miles of continuous
HOV lanes in Las Vegas on U.S. 95
from the Elk Horn direct connector
ramps to the Spaghetti Bowl where
a direct connect ramp connects
U.S. 95 to I-15 and continues on
I-15 from the Spaghetti Bowl to
Silverado Ranch Boulevard.
HOV lanes can reduce peak-period travel time compared to general-purpose lanes and can move
substantially more commuters than
general-purpose lanes. HOV lane
users experience less congestion,
arriving at their destinations more
quickly than those who do not carpool. It also costs less to ride a bus
or to share a ride than to drive alone
every day. Other benefits include
a more reliable commute and less
stress. The community also benefits. HOV lanes provide a better
use of infrastructure and can serve
more people than general-purpose
lanes. For more information, visit
www.dot.nv.gov/hov.

Social Security Administration opens
a National Native American office
Acting Commissioner Kilolo Kijakazi
announced that the Social Security Administration (SSA) established an Office of Native
American Partnerships within the Office of
the Commissioner. This office will elevate
and centralize efforts to administer comprehensive programs and policies related to
American Indians and Alaska Natives. It will
enhance the agency’s relationship with Tribes
and serve as the primary point of contact on
Tribal affairs for all stakeholders.
“We remain steadfast in our commitment
to reducing barriers to ensure people who
are eligible for our benefits receive them,”
Acting Commissioner Kijakazi said. “Establishing our new Office of Native American
Partnerships strengthens that commitment by
providing Tribal communities more representation and a strong advocate, messenger, and
facilitator within Social Security’s Office of
the Commissioner.”

The Office of Native American Partnerships will be responsible for many functions
to assist Tribal communities throughout the

country. It will seek to improve services to
communities by engaging in meaningful
national and regional policy consultations,

roundtable discussions, and seminars with
Tribal and Federal experts. It will also coordinate internal agency Native American efforts,
increase external program awareness to the
Tribal community, help to recruit a diverse
candidate pool for hiring at all levels of Social Security, and serve as the primary point
of contact for Tribal Government Offices to
foster transparency and collaboration. Additionally, the office will conduct ongoing data
collection and analysis to improve outreach
to Tribal communities.
Establishing the Office of Native American Partnerships supports President Biden’s
2021 Executive Order (EO) 13985: Advancing Racial Equity and Support for Underserved Communities, as well as other Federal
guidance on coordination and collaboration
with Tribal Governments.
To learn more, please visit American
Indians and Alaska Natives (AIAN) | SSA.

Commissioner Naft reopened improved West Flamingo Pool
Commissioner Michael Naft
hosted a grand opening event
on Friday, Oct. 7 at 10:30 a.m. for
the refurbished West Flamingo
Pool, located at 6255 West Flamingo
Road. A small reception, raffle and
free water aerobics class was held.
The pool was closed for maintenance and updates, including
replastering, updating all lighting to
energy-saving LEDs, and installing
a new boiler and HVAC system.
“The West Flamingo Pool has
provided water aerobics and open
swim opportunities to the community’s residents for the past 18
years,” said Commissioner Naft.
“These long overdue updates to this
facility will ensure it will continue

to offer these important activities
that maintain the health of our active adults for years to come.”
Clark County operates 15 aquatics facilities, including pools in
Indian Springs, Laughlin, Logandale, and Overton. Seasonal pools
are open to the public in May, June,
July, and August.
Affordable swim lessons are
available for children as young as
six months to adults, with programs
and schedules varying at each
location.
The public can register online for
swim classes via the pool/aquatic
registration pages of the County’s
Parks and Recreation Department
website: https://bit.ly/36H9FaV.
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More than 9,000 jobs supported by Nevada State
Transportation contracts approved over past year

Carson City, Nev. — As the federal fiscal
year ends, the Nevada Department of Transportation is announcing that state transportation contracts approved over the past federal
fiscal year are supporting 9,099 construction,
engineering and other jobs.
An estimated 9,099 jobs are being supported for one year by the highway contracts
and agreements reviewed as part of monthly
state transportation board meetings held October 2021 through September 2022.
To date, Nevada state transportation
projects specifically utilizing Infrastructure
Investment and Jobs Act funding are projected to support 7,646 jobs.
It is estimated that every $1 invested in
public transportation projects can generate
between $2 and $6 in local economic activity
The projects also help provide a safe and
connected transportation system for the state.
Examples of the state transportation improvements approved over the past year include:
—Replacement of the Interstate 15/
Tropicana Avenue interchange structure to
widen and lengthen the Tropicana Avenue
bridge over I-15.
—Repave and install ADA sidewalk improvements on two miles of U.S. 50 in Fallon.
—Resurface 27 miles of U.S. 95 near the
Amargosa Valley area in Nye County, includ-

ing widened lanes and improved drainage and
stormwater facilities
—Widen I-15 from Speedway Boulevard
to Garnet interchanges, including truck parking, enhanced interchange lighting, and more.
—Construct shared-use path on State
Route 317 near Caliente and along State
Route 447 in Wadsworth, including road-

way surface, drainage, ramp, and pedestrian
crossing improvements.
—Install traffic signal, detention basin and
other improvements at U.S. 50 and Warrior
Way on Lake Tahoe’s east shore.
—Repave approximately 16 miles of U.S.
95 south of Goldfield (in Nye and Esmeralda
counties), including construction of a north-

bound passing lane.
—Repave approximately 12 miles of I-80
between Winnemucca and the Golconda
interchange in Humboldt County, including
drainage improvements.
—Repave approximately 12 miles of
U.S. 6 between the Nevada-California state
line and State Route 360 in Mineral County,
including truck parking improvements.
—Install flashing pedestrian crossing
signal at State Route 225 and Terminal Way
(Mountain City Highway) in Elko.
—Resurface and reconstruct sections of
pavement on State Route 160 in Pahrump,
including pedestrian detectable warning
surface retrofits on certain pedestrian ramps.
—Install landscape, stormwater, and
aesthetic improvements at three I-80 interchanges in Battle Mountain to enhance
stormwater drainage, support native plant
life and reduce dust
—Upgrade multi-use path on U.S. 50 in
eastern Carson City for enhanced mobility
NDOT contracts are thoroughly reviewed
against NDOT engineering estimates and
include disadvantaged business enterprise
participation goals.
Council of Economic Advisers formulas
were used to estimate the number of direct,
indirect and induced jobs.

Cybersecurity Awareness Month:
Avoiding Employment Phishing Scams

Be suspicious of links in emails and texts
Carson City, NV — The Department of
Employment Training and Rehabilitation
would like to warn people against phishing
scams.
In light of Cybersecurity Awareness
Month, the agency would like to remind
individuals that these scams can be sent out
as text, email, or through fraudulent websites.
Unemployment Insurance staff does not
send out text messages and urges people to
ignore texts claiming to be from UI staff.
Emails sent from the unemployment division
do not contain links or ask for identifying
information.
Benefit emails are plainly informative,

and receivers are asked not to respond to
them.
DETR’s official websites for claimants are
UI.nv.gov, where they can access an online
portal, and EmployNV.gov, where job seekers
can find job postings and workforce training
information and businesses can get help finding employees. DETR recommends typing in
these websites directly into the browser; do
not trust other links.
DETR has many safeguards against fraud,
including ID.me, and encourages the public
to be our partner in internet safety. Those
who would like to report fraud, can fill out
our online fraud form or call our fraud call
center at 775-684-0475.

Panattoni Development Company announced that they have purchased 9.19 acres
of land at the northeast corner of Simmons
Street and Evans Avenue, directly adjacent
to the North Las Vegas Airport. The site will
be the location of Simmons Airpark.
The project will accommodate businesses
looking to relocate or expand into North Las
Vegas with its unique infill location close to
existing mature neighborhoods and businesses. Initial construction is estimated at $17
million, it will also provide flexible industrial
space in a supply-constrained market.
Simmons Airpark is a joint venture between Panattoni Development and Principal
Financial Group. The new park will include

construction of a 180,960 square foot, Class
A industrial building, divisible to a minimum
of 45,035 square foot leasable spaces. Construction is set to begin February 2023 and
is scheduled to be complete December 2023.
Founded in 1986, Panattoni Development
Company, Inc. is one of the largest privately
held, full-service, development companies in
the world. Panattoni operates from 48 offices
in the United States, Canada and Europe.
Since inception, Panattoni has developed
more than developed more than 550 million
square feet of space including more than 211
million square feet of build-to-suit projects.
For more information visit, www.panattoni.
com.

October is ADHD Awareness Month, a
time dedicated to spreading useful information about the symptoms and treatments of
ADHD.
Though ADHD is one of the most common mental health conditions among both
children and adults, it is often left untreated
and undiagnosed. ADHD Awareness Month’s
goal is to encourage more effective and
accessible treatment options for those who
live with ADHD.
For adults and adolescents who suspect
they may have symptoms of ADHD, Serenity
Mental Health Centers offers resources such
as FDA-approved ADHD testing and ongoing treatment options for diagnosed patients.
What is ADHD
ADHD stands for Attention-Deficit/
Hyperactivity Disorder. ADHD is most commonly diagnosed during childhood, though
it can also begin or continue into adulthood.
The biggest indicator of ADHD in both children and adults is a difficulty in concentrating
or paying attention.
Statistics
ADHD affects millions of adolescents and
adults throughout the United States. According to a study conducted by the National Survey of Children’s Health, approximately 9.4
percent or 6.1 million children (about twice
the population of Nevada) in the US have

—Low self-esteem
—Irritability and/or anger management
issues
—Impulsivity
—Disorganization and/or procrastination
ADHD Testing
At Serenity Mental Health Centers, a
testing tool called the QbTest can be used to
diagnose children, adolescents, and adults
with ADHD. This computerized test evaluates a patient’s attentiveness and movement
based on an infrared measurement system.
Test results are compared with results from
similar patients, allowing doctors to determine symptom severity and create the most
effective treatment plan for the patient’s
individual symptoms and needs.
Advanced treatments such as transcranial
magnetic stimulation (TMS) can also be used
to treat ADHD. Though not yet FDA-approved as an ADHD treatment, recent study
results suggest that TMS has a positive impact in treating ADHD in children and adults,
including noticeable improvement in symptoms such as inattentiveness, hyperactivity,
and impulsivity.
For more information on ADHD testing,
TMS, and other interventional psychiatry
treatments offered by Serenity Mental Health
Centers, visit their website or call 844-6924100 today.

Panattoni Development Company announces
land acquisition for the Simmons Airpark

Welcome Sign goes Purple for Domestic Violence Awareness Month

received an ADHD diagnosis. Additionally,
a National Comorbidity Survey Replication
screen of 3,199 adults aged 18—44 reported
that approximately 11 million (or 4.4 percent)
adults have been diagnosed with ADHD in
the US.
Even with such a staggering percentage,
many more American adults aren’t even
aware that they have ADHD. According to
the Anxiety & Depression Association of
America, less than 20 percent of adults with
ADHD have been officially diagnosed, and

only one-fourth of diagnosed adults seek
treatment.
Signs and Symptoms
Hyperactivity and trouble concentrating
are the most common indicators of ADHD
in children. In adults, ADHD can present
itself in ways you may not be aware of. These
symptoms can include:
—Forgetfulness and/or a tendency to
run late
—Anxiety, depression, and/or mood
swings
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Welcome Sign goes Purple for
Domestic Violence Awareness Month

County Commissioners and representatives from SafeNest, UNSHAKEABLE,
and St. Jude’s Ranch for Children turned the
lights on the world-famous Welcome sign
purple in recognition of Domestic Violence
Awareness Month.
“For many of us home is a place of love,
warmth, and comfort. But for too many others in our community and across the world,
home is anything but a sanctuary,” Commission Chairman Jim Gibson said. “Domestic
violence affects millions of people, but by
bringing attention to this issue we can show
the victims and survivors that we stand with
them and are here to help.”
“Domestic violence can affect anyone
regardless of their age, gender, race, ethnicity, or economic status,” Commissioner
Justin Jones said. “It is important that we
raise awareness of this terrible crime and
come together to support community organizations and groups such as Safe Nest that
provide victims of domestic violence with the
support and resources they need to remove
themselves from abusive situations.”
SafeNest is Nevada’s largest and most
comprehensive nonprofit agency dedicated to

ending domestic and sexual violence in Clark
County. Since opening its doors in 1977,
SafeNest has answered over 500,000 hotline
calls and sheltered over 20,000 individuals.

Programs include: 24-hour domestic violence
hotline, confidential shelter, protection order
services, counseling, advocacy, court assistance and prevention education. For more

information, visit www.safenest.org.
UNSHAKEABLE is a nonprofit organization that serves women in recovery from
homelessness, domestic violence, substance
addiction and human trafficking. UNSHAKEABLE partners with other nonprofit
organizations that are providing housing and
therapy, and brings their clients the Empower
to Employ program to support their return to
the workforce in a sustainable career.
St. Jude’s Ranch for Children provides
a safe, nurturing home with therapeutic
residential treatment services to thousands
of abused and neglected children in Nevada.
If you are a victim of domestic violence
and need immediate help and support, call
or text SafeNest’s 24/7 domestic violence
hotline at 702-646-4981.
The commissioners and representatives
from SafeNest, UNSHAKEABLE, and St.
Jude’s Ranch for Children came together to
turn on purple lights on the world-famous
sign. Like the famed Las Vegas Strip, the
Welcome to Fabulous Las Vegas sign is in unincorporated Clark County. The purple light
bulbs, which are usually yellow, surround the
border of the sign.

The Nevada Department of Transportation
(NDOT) announces an overnight closure of
southbound U.S. 95 and associated ramps
in Northwest Las Vegas from the evening
of Wednesday, October 12 to the following
morning.
The closures are required to install falsework for an expansion of the Lone Mountain
bridge over U.S. 95.
All closures are from
Wednesday, October 12 at 10:30 p.m.
to Thursday, October 13 at 5:00 a.m.:
—Southbound U.S. 95 traffic will be
detoured to Ann Road/Centennial/Rancho
collector offramp onto North Rancho Drive
and then put back on at the U.S. 95 Craig
Road onramp.
—Eastbound CC-215 to Southbound
U.S. 95 onramp will be detoured to North
Rancho Drive and routed to U.S. 95 Craig
Road onramp.
—Westbound CC-215 to Southbound
U.S. 95 on ramp will be detoured to North
Rancho Drive and routed to U.S. 95 Craig
Road onramp.

—Ann Road to Southbound U.S. 95 will
be detoured to North Rancho Drive and routed to U.S. 95 Craig Road onramp.
Motorists should use caution while trav-

eling through work zones, and take alternate
detour routes, if possible. NDOT works with
Waze to inform the public about planned
highway restrictions. Construction schedules

are subject to change due to weather or other
factors.
For the latest state highway conditions,
visit nvroads.com or call 511 before driving.

County commissioners and representatives from the Nevada Indian Commission,
Native Voters Alliance Nevada, Las Vegas
Indian Center, IndigenousAF Inc., and InterTribal Council of Nevada turned the lights
on the Welcome to Fabulous Las Vegas sign
yellow, orange, and turquoise in recognition
of Indigenous Peoples Day.
“Nevada is home to 28 Tribal Nations and
communities who have lived here and stewarded the lands for more than 9,000 years,”
Commissioner Tick Segerblom said. “It is
important that we recognize the contributions
of indigenous people to our nation and our
County and acknowledge past injustices so
we may all learn and grow from their tradi-

tional knowledge.”
“We appreciate the County’s commitment
to uplift the voices in our Indigenous community,” said Tammi Tiger, a board member
of the Nevada Indian Commission. “It is
important to recognize that in November
we celebrate our culture, but on the second
Monday in October, we celebrate our truth.”
County Commissioners and representatives from the Indigenous community turned
on yellow, orange, and turquoise light bulbs
installed on the world-famous Welcome
sign during a brief ceremony today. Like
the famed Las Vegas Strip, the Welcome to
Fabulous Las Vegas sign is in unincorporated
Clark County.

Overnight closure of Southbound U.S.
95 in Northwest Las Vegas this week

Feds find Nevada failing children
with behavioral-health disabilities
The U.S. Department of Justice said the
State of Nevada unnecessarily institutionalizes children with behavioral-health disabilities, and the problem is severe enough to
violate the Americans with Disabilities Act.
The Justice Department announced its
findings Tuesday, after an investigation found
hundreds of children are stuck in hospitals or
group homes when they should be living at
home and getting community-based mental
health services.
Dr. Tiffany Tyler-Garner, executive director of the Children’s Advocacy Alliance, said
the situation is troubling.
“Literally, the situation is so dire that
they are surrendering their children to the
child welfare system, in hopes of getting
them mental-health services,” Tyler-Garner
observed.
The report showed in 2020 more than
1,700 children were admitted to the hospital
for psychiatric care in Nevada and 480 ended
up in residential facilities, often staying 9-12
months, and some were sent out of state.
The problem is partly due to a severe lack

of providers at all levels, exacerbated by low
Medicaid reimbursement rates.
Tyler-Garner emphasized out-of-state
placements are extremely traumatic for children and parents. “That fragmentation that
ensues as a result of it, can be crippling,” Tyler-Garner stressed. “If you think about that
journey of coming back together as a family. “
Gov. Steve Sisolak noted in a statement
Nevada recently dedicated more than $80
million in federal funds from the American
Rescue Plan to the public child behavioral-health system.
Tyler-Garner acknowledged the new investments is a good first step.
“The need is great,” Tyler-Garner asserted.
“Short-term pandemic or relief funding isn’t
going to cure it for us. Yeah, we need to find
the money.”
Sisolak has vowed to train more mental-health professionals and work with the
Justice Department to remedy the situation.
If the state does not show significant improvement over time, the federal government
could file suit.

Welcome Sign changes for
Indigenous Peoples Day
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Teachable?

By Doug Dickerson
Part two of a series
“Happiness is always on the
other side of being teachable. —
Shannon L. Alder”
In part one of this series, I shared
the story of a master martial artist
who asked Bruce Less to teach him
everything he knew about martial
arts. Bruce held up two cups, both
filled with liquid. “The first cup”
Bruce said, “represents all your
knowledge about martial arts.
The second cup represents all my
knowledge about martial arts. If
you want to fill your cup with my
knowledge, you must first empty
your cup of your knowledge.”
And this is, in part, the secret
to being a teachable leader. The
significant point is that you must
make space for new learning and
applications in an ever-changing
world.
In review, in part one of this
series, I shared the roadblocks that
prevent us from being teachable.
Here they are: you don’t place value
on personal growth, you become
defensive, you don’t listen, you
don’t seek out wise counsel, you
deflect and compare yourself to
others, and you’re stuck and haven’t

DoUg DICkERSoN
grown as much as you can.
Any combination of the above
can be detrimental to being teachable as a leader and prevent future
growth.
Let’s now take a look at seven
characteristics that make you a
teachable leader.
You’re humble
This is one of the most important
characteristics of being teachable.
Arrogance will close your mind,
humility will open it. Humility allows you to see yourself in realistic
terms. It enables you to recognize
your limitations while empowering
you to rise above them.
Humility causes you to recognize that there is always something

new to learn, that there is always
someone to learn from, and that
being teachable is a matter of possessing the right attitude.
You’re curious
Your curiosity, perhaps more
than anything else, will cause you to
be teachable. With curiosity, there
is no limit to your learning. So long
as you embrace curiosity the sky is
the limit to your learning.
Walt Disney said, “We keep
moving forward, opening new
doors, and doing new things because we’re curious and curiosity
keeps leading us down new paths.”
What new paths are you on?
You’re proactive
There’s a big difference between
the learning required of you — as in
work-related continuing educationand the learning that you initiate.
Part of being teachable is being
proactive enough to see where you

BEHIND THE MIKE

DAS’ RACIN!

By Michael A. Aun
As Sports Editor of the Lexington Dispatch-News (not exactly
a hundred years ago), I had the
opportunity to cover the local NASCAR circuit.
There was a track in Lexington
County that hosted regular NASCAR race in Cayce, known as the
Columbia Speedway. Founded in
the forties, the track survived until
the dirt days of the sport finally
ended in the seventies.
My first big name I met in those
days was the iconic Richard Petty.
To be fair, many of Petty’s 200 wins
over his career came at tracks like
Columbia Speedway in Cayce, SC.
In fact, Petty got his first victory at
the oval.
Petty had as many as twenty-seven victories in a single season, a record that will never again
will be surpassed… for a lot of
reasons. In the seventies, the Columbia Speedway would host races
on Thursday evenings. Regulars
drivers would go to Myrtle Beach
or Greenville for Friday or Saturday
events before hooking up with the
NASCAR circuit on Sunday in
places like Darlington.
Another great name in the sport
at the time was a name synonymous
with NASCAR- Earnhardt. No,
not Dale Jr. No, not Dale Sr. It was
Ironhead Earnhardt, the original of
the family to dominate the sport. He
was Dale Sr.’s father. All left their
mark on the sport of auto racing.
I got interested in NASCAR in
high school. In those days, there
was no ambulance service as we
know it today in Lexington County. In fact, the ambulance was the
hearse owned by Caughman-Harman Funeral Home on North Lake
Drive in Lexington.
My roommate Sammy Hendrix
and I would take the hearse to
Columbia Speedway on Thursday
evenings to fulfill the requirements
that NASCAR had for an emergency vehicle on the premises. Neither

MICHAEL A. AUN
Sammy nor I had any medical
experience. We were just a couple
of guys looking for a way to fill
our evening with some excitement.
In all the races that we had the
pleasure of covering, no one ever
was injured behind the wheel of
their car. In fact, the only injuries
occurred were when a fistfight
broke out between two disgruntled
drivers. Even then, there was more
bluster than luster… so all is well
that ends well.
With unqualified people like us
serving as ambulance drivers, your

odds of surviving a serious accident
were not enhanced with our arrival.
My friends used to kid us that if we
ever found someone seriously hurt,
we would ride around a bit until the
deed was done… bringing a new
customer to the funeral home.
No, it never happened but thank
God that we always hustled, pretending (at least) that we knew what
we were doing.
Things have changed so much
since the seventies. I worked briefly
as a Deputy Sheriff for the Lexington County Sheriff’s department
under Carrol Day as a jailer. We
only had a half dozen deputies to
patrol the entire county, and all
drove their personal vehicles. They
were compensated for their milage
but had to cover the bulk of their
overhead from their own pockets.
These “Mayberry like” tales are
hard to believe but trust me, they
are much more accurate than not.
As the Rednecks down south love
to say when explaining our passion
about NASCAR: ”DAS’ RACIN!”
Michael Aun is a syndicated columnist and writes a weekly column
for this newspaper. To contact Michael Aun go to www.aunline.com.

are and where you want to be and
taking the initiative of the learning
required to go there.
You’re open to correction
John Wooden said, “A coach is
someone who can give correction
without causing resentment.” And
the opposite is also true — a teachable leader is one who can receive
correction without becoming defensive or resentful.
Being teachable is an act of
humility and when received in the
spirit in which it’s given (preferably
done the right way), it can have
lasting benefits to your leadership.
Do you receive correction and seek
to learn from it or do you resent it?
You’re OK with failing
Some might be surprised by my
inclusion of failing on the list of
characteristics of being teachable.
But I think it’s a valuable piece of
the learning and teaching process.
Failure is the price of learning
and much of our learning comes
through failing. It’s the reason why
we have to be comfortable with it.
We don’t embrace failure for
the sake of making excuses and
staying where we are. We embrace
it because we are trying to move
forward and be better tomorrow
than we are today.
Being teachable is all about embracing those difficult moments and

turning them into positives.
You’re discontent
with the status quo
The more you learn and are able
to translate that learning into practical workable applications to life, it
will create within you discontent for
where you are and it will increase
your desire to learn even more.
This is an upside to being teachable in that you discover it has
rewards and benefits that impact
your leadership today and into the
future. When you combine being
teachable with being discontent it
will take you to new places in your
leadership.
You’re growing
This is the natural by-product of
being a teachable leader — you’re
growing. And your personal growth
and development will translate into
greater influence in ways you may
never have imagined without it.
If you want to grow as a leader,
increase your reach and impact, and
become all that you were created to
be, then you and I must always be
teachable.
Are you a teachable leader?
*****
Doug Dickerson is a syndicated
columnist. He writes a weekly column for this newspaper. To contact
Doug Dickerson go to www.dougdickerson.net.

Bob Beckett
Attorney At Law

Elected 5 terms as Nye County District Attorney
Practice areas
Criminal defense, Personal injury, Bankruptcy
and debt, Car accident, DUI and DWI
Licensed for 29 years
AVVO CONTRIBUTIONS
Beckett knows Nevada criminal law
— especially how to get the most out of
the probation/monitoring system.
Beckett provides very effective and
personable service — His fees are also fair

During these Covid-19 days, the Urantia Book Study
Group has taken to Zoom, as many other meetings
have. As always, this high-level discussion group
is for all faiths, all ages,and all those seeking
answers to their unanswered questions.
Call 775-505-5058 for details

(702) 334-4886
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Social Security awareneSS

Your guide to Medicare coverage

Here’s how to enroll, take advantage of Medicare benefits and figure out how much it costs.

By Emily Brandon
U.S. News
Most retirees receive health
insurance through Medicare, the
federal government’s health insurance program for people age 65 and
older. To maximize the value of the
health plan, take care to sign up at
the correct time and take advantage
of the free and low-cost services
Medicare provides. Here’s when to
enroll in Medicare and how much
you can expect to pay for benefits
and services.
What is Medicare?
Medicare is a government health
insurance program for people
age 65 and older. Medicare Part
A covers hospital care and hospice. Medicare Part B is medical
insurance that pays for doctor’s
visits and preventive and outpatient care. Medicare Part C or
Medicare Advantage Plans are an
alternative to original Medicare in
which private insurance companies
pay for Medicare approved and
sometimes other services, but with
different prices and restrictions than
original Medicare. Medicare Part
D provides prescription drug coverage. Retirees can also purchase
Medicare supplemental policies
called Medigap to pay for original
Medicare’s out-of-pocket costs
and additional services Medicare
doesn’t cover.
Medicare age.
Retirees can first enroll in Medicare during a seven-month window
that begins three months before
the month you turn 65. Sign up at
the beginning of this period if you
want coverage to begin the month
you turn 65. If you miss the initial
enrollment period, you can sign
up between Oct. 15 and Dec. 7 for
coverage that will begin July 1, but
you will be charged late enrollment
penalties for as long as you have
Medicare. “Late enrollment penalties from Medicare can be longterm,” says Anna Maria Chávez,
executive vice president and chief
growth officer at the National

Emily BraNdoN
Council on Aging. “You don’t want
to have to worry about higher costs,
just because you didn’t act when
you became eligible at 65.” If you
delay Medicare enrollment because
you or your spouse is still working
at a job with group health insurance,
sign up within eight months of leaving the employer or health plan in
order to avoid the penalty.
Medicare enrollment.
Social Security beneficiaries
are often automatically enrolled
in Medicare Parts A and B, with
coverage starting the month they
turn 65. (If your birthday falls on
the first of the month, coverage will
start at the beginning of the prior
month.) Medicare cards are mailed
out to most Social Security beneficiaries three months before their
65th birthday, and Medicare Part B
premiums are withheld from Social
Security payments. However, you
will need to actively sign up if you
want prescription drug coverage,
a Medicare supplemental policy
or a Medicare Advantage plan.
Workers who haven’t signed up for
Social Security will need to enroll
in Medicare and pay the premiums
out of pocket in order to receive
coverage. You can sign up online
at socialsecurity.gov, by phone at
1-800-772-1213, or at your local
Social Security office.
Once enrolled, you can review
your coverage and make changes
each year between Jan. 1 and March
31. “In general, people should shop
every year and decide whether

their prescription drug plan and
Medicare Advantage plan is best
for them,” says Leslie Fried, senior
director of the Center for Benefits
Access at the National Council on
Aging. “Look at your drug costs
and provider network and make
sure the plan still works for you.”
Medicare premiums.
Medicare beneficiaries have to
pay premiums and a variety of other
out-of-pocket costs. Most retirees
don’t pay a premium for Medicare
Part A, but there is a $1,340 deductible in 2020 and additional charges
for long hospital stays. Most beneficiaries pay the standard Medicare
Part B premium of $134 per month
in 2020, but higher income retirees
pay more. “If your income is at least
$85,000 or more, then you pay the
income related premium, which is
indexed and rises with income,”
says Tricia Neuman, director of the
Program on Medicare Policy at the
Kaiser Family Foundation. Medi-

care Part B has a $183 deductible in
2020, after which beneficiaries are
generally responsible for 20 percent
of the cost of most doctor’s services. The premium for Medicare
Part D prescription drug coverage
varies depending on the plan you
select. The average Medicare Part
D premium is $33.50 per month in
2020, and plans can charge deductibles of up to $405. Many retirees
select Medicare supplemental insurance plans that cover some of
these cost-sharing requirements in
exchange for a monthly payment.
Most workers also pay into
Medicare throughout their lifetime.
Employees contribute 1.45 percent
of their earnings to the Medicare
program, and companies match that
amount. Self-employed workers
pay 2.9 percent of their earnings
into the system. There’s an additional 0.9 percent tax on income
above $200,000 for individuals and
$250,000 for couples.

Medicare coverage.
Medicare helps to cover the
costs of health emergencies and
chronic conditions, but also can be
used to help maintain good health.
Once you sign up for Medicare,
remember to take advantage of the
free preventive services, such as an
annual wellness doctor’s office visit, flu shot and screenings for certain
conditions. It’s also important to
know what Medicare doesn’t cover,
such as dental care, eyeglasses and
hearing aids, so you can budget for
these items.
Emily Brandon is the senior
editor for Retirement at U.S. News.
She has been writing about retirement and aging issues for over a
decade. Her best retirement tips
are collected in the new book
“Pensionless: The 10-Step Solution
for a Stress-Free Retirement”. You
can contact her on Twitter, circle
her on Google+ or email her at
ebrandon@usnews.com.

Eight ways to optimize retirement travel

Stretch your travel dollars and see more of the world while you have your health.
By Craig Stephens
U.S. News
Retirement is the ideal time to
set off on extended travel adventures that weren’t possible during
your working years. But most
retirees will be traveling on a fixed
income. As such, it’s important to
find ways to stretch your travel
dollars. Luckily, having more time
on your hands makes it easier to
spend less on adventures while
still experiencing your bucket list
destinations to their fullest.
Travel savings strategies deployed by youthful backpackers
can also be utilized by retirees
without sacrificing comfort. Some
of these strategies include utilizing travel rewards and traveling
for longer periods of time than a
typical vacation. Start your travels
soon after retirement to capitalize
on your energy and good health.
Here are eight ways to optimize
retirement travel:
1. Slow travel.
Slow travel is a logical method
of travel for retirees, because it
requires more time and less money.
Instead of taking vacations with
firm begin and end dates and tight
itineraries, slow travelers stay longer wherever they go and soak in
the details and eccentricities of each
destination. Extended stays allow
for lower-cost accommodations
and fewer transportation expenses,
thereby increasing the value of your
travel dollar.
Slow travel is a great way to
experience a city or town. The
extra time allows you to avoid the
tourist traps and learn where the
locals eat. You might even make a
few friends. You’ll develop a better
understanding of the destination
and its people, making for a more
personally rewarding experience.
When you feel like you’ve experienced enough, move on to the
next town.
2. RVing.
Recreational vehicles are a
good choice for driving around
the U.S. to visit national parks and
the cities and towns that make our
country so unique and beautiful.

RVs are available in a wide range
of comforts and costs, so retirees
can travel in their preferred style.
Though RVs require a significant
upfront cost, extended road trips
become less expensive each day
as the cost of accommodation is
low. The best thing about RVing is
you’ll enjoy the journey as much as
each destination. RV campsites and
facilities catering to road warriors
are common around the U.S., so
there’s always a welcoming place
to park your mobile home.
3. Extended city visits.
Have you ever wondered what
it would be like to live in Copenhagen or Buenos Aires? It’s gotten
easier to book extended stays in
the world’s greatest cities through
online services such as Airbnb.
Instead of staying in a hotel, Airbnb hosts often give significant
discounts to longer-term visitors to
avoid vacancies and reduce maintenance costs. You can find a quaint
little street in a walkable neighborhood or something cheaper on the
outskirts of town. Consider taking
language lessons and sticking
around for a few months while you

live like a local. However, make
sure you know the visa limitations
of the country before booking your
extended stay.
4. Train travel.
Train travel is a comfortable and
scenic way to explore the globe.
Europe and Asia offer some of the
most convenient and exciting journeys, which can be optimized with
the right train passes. The Eurail
is a flexible multi-ride pass that
isn’t just for college graduates on
a summer fling before starting their
first job. Eurail passes are available
in several varieties, so find the one
that’s right for you. The conglomerate of rail systems includes 28
different countries.
Another classic train route is
the Trans-Siberian Railway. Utilize
this route to travel overland from
St. Petersburg, Russia, all the way
to Beijing, China. It’s a well-worn
rail ride through a fascinating part
of the world. Plan a scenic stop at
Lake Baikal or Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, along the route to maximize
your experience.
5. Book multiple tours.
If you’re flying a great distance

to take a tour in one of your bucket
list destinations, maximize the value of your flight costs by booking
multiple tours. The optimal way to
do this is to fly to a global hub city
from which you can tour different
cultures and destinations. Cities
such as Bangkok, Thailand, Quito,
Ecuador, and Paris, France, are
all excellent launching points for
tours to nearby sites and countries.
Be sure to add a few extra days
on arrival and before departure so
that you can enjoy the hub city and
avoid any tight timelines.
6. Round-the-world flights.
Round-the-world flights are an
efficient way to explore the globe.
For one price, round-the-world
flights allow for a set number of
flight segments or miles depending
on the type and price of your ticket.
These tickets come with several
rules about stopovers, reservations
and booking restrictions, so they
lack flexibility at times. But as
long as you follow the guidelines,
it’s an efficient way to visit many
destinations. Tickets are usually
good for a year’s time, so you can
slowly circumnavigate the globe,

leaving room for extended stays and
lengthy side excursions. The two
main airline alliances that provide
round-the-world tickets are Star
Alliance and Oneworld. You can
book directly on their websites or
through a third party.
7. Retirement cruises.
Why retire in one place when
you could spend your retirement
cruising across the globe? Some
cruise lines make accommodations
for retirees who wish to stay on
for multiple embarkments. For
example, the cruise line, Oceania,
offers 180-day cruises that visit
over 30 countries. These cruises
appear expensive at first, but when
compared to everyday living expenses at home, they might fit into
a reasonable budget. Long-term
cruising may not be right for those
with frequent family responsibilities or significant medical needs,
but active retirees searching for
adventure and comfort may find
their paradise at sea.
8. Travel rewards.
Travel rewards are the points
and miles you earn from credit card
sign up bonuses, regular spending
and frequent flying and hotel stays.
By strategically signing up for
certain credit cards and spending
according to the bonus offer guidelines, you can earn significant travel
rewards, which empower you to
save money on flights and hotels.
Savvy savers can focus on earning
rewards during their working years
to amass points for use in retirement. Several websites provide
guidance on which credit cards
are best for the flights and hotels
you are most likely to use. But do
careful research before signing up.
There may be a minimum amount
you need to spend to earn the rewards and restrictions on when you
can use them.
*****
Craig Stephens is a blogger at
Retire Before Dad where he writes
about investing, personal finance
and travel. He aims to retire at age
55, one year earlier than his Dad
did. You can follow him on Twitter
@RetireBeforeDad.
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What You
Need To
Know
By Dr Nina Radcliff

Protecting
Yourself Against
Harmful Germs

By Dr. Nina Radcliff, MD
One very simple way to cut the
odds of getting sick is to — WASH
YOUR HANDS! And it works for
the flu, a cold, E. coli, norovirus,
rotavirus or even Coronavirus. In
fact, it’s one of the most effective
ways to protect yourself and others,
second only to a vaccine, if it is
available.
Germs can cause infection —
and they lie lurking on everything
from door handles to phones, ATM
buttons, money, store payment
machines, keyboards, handrails and
to virtually every surface and even
in the air. Add to this, fingers are
akin to “weapons of mass contamination” transmitting germs to the
nose, mouth, and eyes. Something
as innocent as rubbing your eye can
bring a germ into your body. Or,
even, touching your food, which
you go on to eat.
Too small to see, people just
don’t realize the amount of germ
contamination they’re exposed
to each day, doing routine things.
Nearly 40 percent of adults admit
to not washing their hands after
sneezing, coughing or blowing their
nose. And, more than 50 percent of
Americans report they do not typ-

ically wash their hands after using
shared exercise equipment, touching public surfaces, or handling
money. Facts are that a startling
number of Americans put their
health — and that of those around
them — at risk by not practicing
good hand hygiene.
Importance of Handwashing
—To avoid getting sick, especially during flu season — which
we are in — handwashing is critical to prevent flu germs from
spreading.
—Prevent the spread of any and
all germs to others.
—Help battle the rise in antibiotic resistance because preventing
sickness reduces the number of
antibiotics people use and the
likelihood that antibiotic resistance
will develop. And, too, it decreases
the chances of getting sick with
germs that are already resistant to
antibiotics and that can be difficult
to treat and, even, deadly.
—Handwashing education and
access to soap in schools and work
environments have been shown to
improve attendance—because it
helps prevent getting sick!
Right Times
Be conscious of times when you

should be washing your hands —
before and/or after
—Cooking, preparing, or eating
food
—Encountering shared surfaces
or visiting public places
—Handling money
—Using the restroom (even in
your own home)
—Changing a child’s diaper
—Sneezing, blowing your nose,
or coughing into your hands
—Taking out the garbage
—Touching, feeding, or cleaning up after an animal
—And, if you think you should
wash your hands, do it — some of
it is instinct!
Fight Germs More
Effectively Every Time
You Wash Your Hands
A quick splash or rinse with
water will not clean off the germs
on your hands. You must use soap.
—Wet your hands and apply soap. The water temperature
doesn’t matter that much when it
comes to eliminating germs. Get
enough soap to build a lather that
will last for at least 20 seconds.
—Rub your hands vigorously
together and scrub all surfaces—

front, back, and side-to-side. And,
don’t forget in between the webs of
your fingers and your fingernails.
Get soap and water under your
nails.
—Continue rubbing your hands
for 20 seconds. Some experts
recommend confirming you spent
enough time by singing the entire
“Happy Birthday” or “Alphabet”
song. If you sing fast, do it twice!
—Rinse hands well under running water.
—Dry your hands thoroughly,
using a paper towel or air dryer. Wet
hands make a perfect environment
for germs to flourish. If possible,
use your paper towel to turn off the
faucet and open the door.
—If soap and water are not
available, using an alcohol-based
hand sanitizer that contains at least
60 percent alcohol can serve as a
Plan B.
Some cold and flu viruses last a
surprisingly long time on surfaces:
between six and eight hours. Something like the norovirus can live for
24 hours on surfaces. That’s one
reason why experts suggest using
a paper towel in public bathrooms
to grab the door handle — after

washing your hands.
Although many experts say
you cannot wash your hands too
much, many people face dry and
cracked hands that can make them
want to avoid handwashing. This
is especially true in the wintertime.
To avoid this, use moisturizing
soap and apply moisturizing lotion
repeatedly throughout the day and
at night before bed.
Hand-washing takes a few extra
minutes, but it’s an easy and highly
effective way to defend yourself
and others from the spread of
illnesses like the flu, Coronavirus
or other germs on contaminated
surfaces.
*****
This article is for general information only and should not be
used for the diagnosis or treatment
of medical conditions and cannot
substitute for the advice from your
medical professional. Dr. Nina has
used all reasonable care in compiling the current information but
it may not apply to you and your
symptoms. Always consult a doctor
or other health care professional
for diagnosis and treatment of
medical conditions.
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