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“I may disapprove of what you say, but I will defend to the death your right to say it” — Voltaire

Nevada county official charged in connection
with death of local investigative journalist
Police said DNA obtained at the crime scene matched that of Robert Telles, a
county official who had been the subject of the reporter’s recent investigations.

By Lara Korte
Politico
Police in Las Vegas have charged
a local elected official with murder
in connection with the stabbing
death of Jeff German, an investigative reporter with the Las Vegas
Review-Journal who had spent the
last few months exposing misdeeds
and turmoil in the official’s office.
Clark County Public Administrator Robert Telles, a 45-year-old
Democrat, was taken into custody
on Wednesday after police conducted a search in his home. On Thursday, Sheriff Joseph Lombardo told
reporters Telles had been charged

My Point
of
View
By Rolando Larraz
The My Point of View
opinions went blank on
February 8, 2022 in memory of the founder and editor-in-chief of this publication, Rolando Larraz, who
during the last 25 years
expressed his point of view
and opinions on matters of
interest to this community.

with murder after authorities found
a positive match for Telles’ DNA
with the genetic material found
underneath German’s fingernails.
Telles appeared in court for the
first time on Thursday afternoon,
where a judge ordered he be held
without bail until his arraignment.
Telles was the subject of a series
of explosive articles by German,
which described a mismanaged
office where employees accused
Telles of bullying, favoritism and,
allegedly, an inappropriate relationship with another county official.
After German’s initial reporting this
spring, Telles lost his reelection bid,

coming in third in the Democratic
primary.
According to the Review-Journal, German had been seeking
additional records regarding the
public administrator’s office, which
oversees the estates of deceased
people.
Telles made no secret of his
disdain for German, who had spent
40 years in Las Vegas reporting on
corruption and crime among the
city’s most powerful residents, including elected officials and casino
operators. The public administrator
repeatedly attacked German on
(See Telles Arrested Page 2)

“There is a lot of work to be done, but we are thrilled about the county
board’s decision,” said the president of Nevada HAND.

country, Southern Nevada is in
the middle of a housing crisis, and
lacks an estimated 85,000 affordable units for residents considered
extremely low income and very low
income earners.
Officials at the state and local
level have been using dollars provided by the American Rescue Plan
Act, a massive federal relief package that provided $6.7 billion in
aid to Nevada governments, to try
to address the shortage of housing.
The funding approved Tuesday
is expected to create 2,139 new
(See Affordable Housing, Page 4)

Clark County Public Administrator Robert “Rob” Telles, right, appears
in court with attorney Travis E. Shetler, left, Thursday, Sept. 8, 2022.

County awards $120 million to create and
preserve 3,100 affordable housing units
By Michael Lyle
Nevada Current
Clark County commissioners
approved nearly $120 million in
federal funding Tuesday that will
create or rehabilitate about 3,100
units in efforts to address the affordable housing crisis.
Many of the projects are aimed
at housing for renters who earn
between 50 percent to 60 percent
of area median income, which
Deputy County Manager Kevin
Schiller said is between $28,000
and $49,000 a year.
Like nearly all cities across the

Here’s who REALLY cost Trump Nevada in 2020
By Chuck Muth
I am neither a voting fraud conspiracy theorist nor a voting fraud denier. What I am is
someone who wants to see actual PROOF of
voting fraud, not conjecture, theory and “belief.”
Such proof was never provided by those
claiming fraud in the 2020 general election in
Nevada.
While there were “claims” of 120,000 pieces
of “evidence” of voting fraud by the Nevada
Republican Party, to this day that evidence has
never been presented to the public for review
and confirmation.

Because it doesn’t exist. If it did, they would
have released it LONG ago.
Now, some of you are gonna be really p*ssed
at me for writing that, but it’s the truth.
So who’s REALLY responsible for Donald
Trump’s loss in Nevada?
Republicans. Read on…
I was interviewed this morning on a podcast
hosted by Gregg Phillips, the lead investigator
of the ballot-trafficking movie “2,000 Mules.”
And in prepping for the interview, I did a little
research of my own…
(See Blame Game, Page 2)

Heated city council race desperation sets in when Nash
attempted to steal Veterans’ endorsement from Carrie Cox

By Veterans in Politics
International Staff
At a political event she spoke
at, held on the evening of Sunday,
August 29th, at the Chimera Golf
Club in Henderson’s Tuscany community, Trish Nash was introduced
as having been endorsed by a veterans’ organization called Veterans
in Politics International, Inc. Most
of the people in attendance cheered
and clapped for her in appreciation
of veterans supporting her.
The problem with the introduction was that Nash had not been
endorsed by this or any other veterans’ groups. Also, it was assumed
that the moderator had made a mistake when he said Nash had been
endorsed by veterans. But when
questioned about it, he revealed

BIG MISTAKE! Tish Nash was
caught red-handed at a political
event, falsely claiming she had
been endorsed for Henderson
Ward 3 City Council seat by a
veterans’ group known as Veterans
in Politics International, Inc.

By Wayne Allyn Root
This is the story of racism alive
and well in America. Not just any
racism — really deep racism.
Shocking racism. Racism so bad it
is unimaginable.
This is the story of a Black
liberal politician who clearly hates
Black children.
But the great news is: I know
how to stop this. More on that in a
moment. First, here is the incredible
story of horrible Black-on-Black
racism.

Washington, D.C., Mayor Muriel Bowser is Black, yet she recently demanded that the Black
schoolchildren of Washington
either take the experimental, emergency-use-only COVID-19 vaccine
(against their will) or be denied an
education.
Can you imagine if any white
politician, let alone a white Republican, gave Black children an
ultimatum, for any reason, that
might result in them being banned
(See Wayne Allyn Root, Page 2)

that Nash’s introduction had been
written and given to him by Nash
herself. This explains why she
didn’t correct him when he said it.
And, this means that Nash
wasn’t just taking advantage of him
for misspeaking, it was intentional
on her part. She wanted the crowd
to believe she was supported by our
local veterans.
The ironic part of this story is
that the Founder and President of
Veterans in Politics International,
Steve Sanson, was at the event to
present Nash’s opponent for the
City Council seat, Carrie Cox, with
his organization’s official endorsement. Nash knew they had endorsed
Cox a month before.
When Mr. Sanson called her
out for her deceit, Nash argued

the point with him and not only
insisted she had been endorsed by
his organization, she said she could
prove it because she had received
an email with the subject line: VIPI
Billboards, Endorsement Presentation, Talk Show Appearance…
That was addressed our ‘Digital
Billboard’ deal…” and, “if we did
not endorse your seat we would
also accept ‘Recommended’ and
‘friends of Veterans in Politics.’
For more information please call
me at…” It was sent out to all candidates, but Nash wasn’t Endorsed,
Recommended, or their “Friend.”
In fact, Nash had never been
called or had spoken to anyone at
Veterans in Politics International.
She had never interviewed for
(See Endorsement Stolen, Page 3)

Horrific: Black on Black racism
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Trail of evidence led police to
German’s alleged assailant
By Dana Gentry
Nevada Current
Robert Telles, the elected Clark
County official suspected of killing
longtime Las Vegas journalist Jeff
German, left behind a trail of evidence that led police to his door,
according to Metro Police, and
landed Telles in the Clark County
Detention Center where he faces
a charge of open murder with a
deadly weapon.
German, an investigative reporter for the Las Vegas Review-Journal and former reporter for the Las
Vegas Sun, was discovered dead
with stab wounds on Saturday
morning outside of his home. His
reporting on allegations of inappropriate behavior and favoritism
in the Public Administrator’s office

Lombardo: ‘Murder of journalist especially troublesome’

Photos provided by LVMPD of Robert Telles, arrested for the murder of reporter Jeff German; a cut up hat
found in his home during a search; and a photo of the suspect wearing a similar hat.
may have led to Telles losing his place between the suspect and the home Wednesday. They also found
cut up remnants of a hat matching
bid for re-election to that post in victim.”
the June primary. He subsequently
Police believe the attack oc- the one seen on the suspect in a
disparaged German’s reporting on curred at 11:18 a.m. on Friday. photo released this week by police,
social media.
Video obtained by police showed and cut up shoes also matching
Police say they quickly received Telles returning to his home around those seen in the photo.
Police also played a video of the
photos and video, including of the noon that day in a Denali vehicle
suspect, dressed in an orange shirt matching the description of the suspect walking toward the crime
with reflective tape and wearing suspect’s vehicle observed near scene, and disclosed they have
video of the attack.
a straw hat, “walking westbound German’s home.
“We executed search warrants
“We have some distorted video
approaching German’s home on
Friday, September 2, the day prior early yesterday morning that in- associated with the attack and we
to us being notified,” Homicide volved searching Telles, his home, are in the process of clarifying that
Captain Dori Koren told reporters. his vehicles, and then also search- video as we speak,” Clark County
“He approached Mr. German’s ing his body to collect the DNA Sheriff Joe Lombardo said during a
home and went to the side of the sample to compare it to DNA rare appearance at a homicide news
conference.
house shortly after German came recovered,” Koren said.
“This has been an unusual case
Police say they found Telles’s
outside of the garage door and
then went to the side of the house DNA at the crime scene and blood from the beginning — the murder
and ultimately an altercation took on his shoes during a search of his of an investigative journalist and

the main suspect, an elected official
here in Clark County,” Lombardo
said. “This is a terrible and jarring
homicide — one that has deeply
impacted Las Vegas.”
Lombardo, a Republican who
is running for governor and was in
Winnemucca on Saturday, according to social media, said he enacted
major case protocols upon learning
of German’s slaying.
“Major case protocol was first
utilized in 2018,” Lombardo said,
commending Metro for moving
rapidly to identify and arrest the
suspect. “The goal is to bring together resources to maximize an investigative effort and ensure timely
clear and consistent communication
during a high profile investigation.”
Lombardo said while every murder is tragic, “the killing of a journalist is particularly troublesome”
but he declined to denounce former
Pres. Donald Trump’s normalization of violence against reporters.
Trump has endorsed Lombardo for
governor.
“I think this is probably an inappropriate venue to speculate or
opine on that,” Lombardo said. “I
think it needs to be stated and noted
that it is troublesome because it is a
journalist and we expect journalism
to be open and transparent and a
watchdog for government and when
people take it upon themselves
to create harm associated with
that profession, I think it’s very
important that we put all eyes on
and address the case appropriately
such as we did in this case, with
the expediency associated with it.”
Telles was arrested at his home
Wednesday evening with non-life
threatening self-inflicted wounds.
He was taken to University Medical
Center for treatment but is now at
the Clark County Detention Center.
He is not available for media interviews, according to police.

(Continued from Page 1)
Twitter, calling him a “typical
bully” who “can’t take a pound of
criticism after slinging 100 pounds
of BS.”
In June, Telles tweeted: “Looking forward to lying smear piece #4
by @JGermanRJ. #onetrickpony
I think he’s mad that I haven’t

crawled into a hole and died.”
German was found stabbed to
death outside his Las Vegas home
on Saturday morning, and authorities quickly zeroed in on Telles as a
suspect. Police on Thursday laid out
a trail of evidence they say connect
him to the crime.
Surveillance footage from Fri-

day morning, the day of the killing, showed an individual in a
long-sleeved orange T-shirt with
reflective strips and a broad straw
hat that covered the face. Police
later recovered a similar hat from
Telles’ home that had been cut into
pieces, as well as a pair of shoes
that matched those worn by the

suspect in the video, which had also
been cut, likely to destroy evidence,
authorities said. Police said surveillance video showed the killer leave
the crime scene before returning a
few minutes later in a maroon GMC
Yukon Denali — which matched
the description of a car registered
to Telles’ wife.

(Continued from Page 1)
According to the official results
of the 2020 presidential election
in Nevada, Donald Trump lost to
Joe Biden by 33,596 votes. Now
get this…
At the time of the general election, there were 602,302 registered
Republicans in Nevada.
When the smoke cleared and all
was said and done, only 490,271
of those registered Republicans
actually cast a ballot.
That means in a race Trump lost
by 33,596 votes, 112,031 Republican voters… stayed home!
Trump didn’t lose Nevada be-

cause of voting fraud.
He lost because the Trump
operatives here in Nevada and the
Nevada GOP failed to get out the
vote from their own registered base
of supporters.
Now, I’m not saying to stop
pursuing and investigating voting
fraud. It clearly happens. And the
potential remains FAR greater with
the Democrats’ universal mail-in
ballot scheme and refusal to implement photo ID requirements.
But stop blaming others — including the Secretary of State — for
the GOP’s own failure in 2020.
The party and its operatives

should have been investigating
and documenting possible voting
fraud immediately after the primary
rather than waiting until after the
general election. They didn’t.
The party and its operatives
should have done a LOT more to
make sure its own GOP voters actually showed up and cast a ballot.
They didn’t.
Sadly, I’ve seen no sign that
the party has learned any lessons
from the 2020 debacle it itself is
responsible for.
If you have any “juice” with
GOP party leaders, get them to focus on getting out the vote (GOTV)

in November rather than continuing
to suppress the GOP vote with
claims of massive voting fraud
they’ve been too lazy or too incompetent to actually document
and publicize.
And I’ll close with this…
Don’t blame the GOP’s field
staff and volunteers. They’re only
doing as instructed by the party’s
leaders. This failure comes from
the top, not the bottom.
That is all.
Chuck Muth is president of Citizen Outreach, publisher of Nevada
News & Views and blogs at MuthsTruths.com.

(Continued from Page 1)
from an education? What would
they call that white politician?
“Racist. KKK. Extremist. White
supremacist. Nazi.”
But this isn’t just “any reason”
for banning a Black child’s education. The Black mayor of D.C. is
demanding Black schoolchildren
choose between their life and their
education. At this point in time, we
know two things about this experimental COVID-19 jab:
No. 1: Data from across the
world suggests it is killing and
injuring people at a rate never seen
from any vaccine in world history.
No. 2: The same data from
around the world shows that no
child needs the vaccine. Some
studies have shown children have
a 0 percent risk of dying from
COVID-19. Studies have also
shown the risk of serious illness
from the COVID-19 vaccine is
dramatically higher than from
COVID-19 itself — perhaps up to
100 times higher.

The latest study was out just
days ago. The study, funded interestingly by pro-vaccine interests,
shows that at least 22,000 young
adults must get the COVID-19
booster jab just to prevent one
hospitalization.
Once boosted, that same study
found young adults can suffer up
to 98 serious adverse effects from
the COVID-19 jab, versus each
hospitalization from COVID-19. In
other words, the jab is far worse for
young people than COVID-19 itself
— as much as almost 100 times
worse. Bowser is playing Russian
roulette with the lives of Washington’s Black schoolchildren.
One more interesting fact: The
U.K. just banned COVID-19 jabs
for children under age 12. Yet in
D.C. the mayor is demanding children take it.
Remember “The Negro College
Fund”? Their famous saying was,
“A Mind is a Terrible Thing to
Waste.” Here we are decades later,
and a Black mayor is denying Black

children an education. At the same
time, she’s forcing them to take
an experimental jab that could kill
or severely injure them. Sounds
a lot like the “Tuskegee Study of
Untreated Syphilis in the Negro
Male.”
Martin Luther King Jr. is rolling
over in his grave.
So, how do we defeat this terrible racism? The old-fashioned way:
with lawsuits. It’s time for a massive class action lawsuit by black
parents in Washington, D.C., who
don’t want their children persecuted
for private health care decisions —
and who don’t want their children
to have to choose between risking
their life and getting an education.
Secondly, King believed in civil
disobedience, such as strikes, boycotts and protests. Where are the
Black parents of Washington, D.C.?
Where is the Rev. Jesse Jackson, the
Rev. Al Sharpton or former President Barack Obama? Don’t Black
children’s lives matter? Doesn’t
Black children’s education matter?

It’s time for a strike. Every Black
parent in D.C. should keep their
children home from school for a
day to protest the forced jab.
And it’s time for a “Million
Parent March” of Black parents in
front of the D.C. mayor’s office to
tell Bowser no tyrant has a right to
deny a Black child an education.
Now there’s a “Black Lives”
march that conservatives can get
behind. I’m certain thousands of
white conservatives would gladly
march side by side in that mass
protest forced vaccines.
Wayne Allyn Root is known as
“the Conservative Warrior.” “The
Great Patriot Protest & Boycott
Book” is Wayne’s new #1 bestseller.
Wayne is a CEO, entrepreneur and
host of the nationally-syndicated
“Wayne Allyn Root: Raw & Unfiltered” aired daily in Las Vegas on
KMZQ, 670 AM from 3 p.m. to 7
p.m. and the “WAR RAW” podcast.
Read Wayne’s commentaries and
see his videos at ROOTforAmerica.
com
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Quote of the Week:

“Every election is
determined by the
people who show up.”
—Author unknown
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Crystal-ball look at the Nevada
State Senate after November
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By Chuck Muth
OK, here’s where we stand right
now… The Nevada State Senate is controlled by the Democrats with an 11-9 advantage.
One seat, District 13 in Washoe County, is
vacant and was held by a Democrat. Odds are,
barring a “red tidal wave,” it will remain in
Democrat hands. Which means Republicans
must pick up two other seats to win back the
majority.
Two of the GOP’s pick-up opportunities
— Cherlyn Arrington (District 12 in Clark
County) and April Larsen (District 21 in
Clark County) — have to be seen as longshots
based on the new voter registration numbers
after re-districting.
Both would not only boost the GOP’s
numbers in the upper house, but both candidates give every indication of being strong
conservatives. And Lord knows we need
more strong conservatives in Carson City!
Two more-doable GOP pick-up opportunities based on registration numbers — Joey
Paulos (District 8 in Clark County) and Tina
Brown (District 9 in Clark County) — would
boost the number of Republicans, but it’s
unclear if either would boost the number of
strong conservatives. Neither has signed the
Taxpayer Protection Pledge.
For their part, Republicans should have
no problem holding the seats they currently
have...
Conservative Sen. Ira Hansen (Washoe)
is running unopposed.
Conservative Assemblywoman Robin
Titus (Douglas/Lyon) won her GOP primary

to replace term-limited Senate Minority
Leader James Settelmeyer and is unopposed
in the general.
Republican Assemblywoman Lisa Krasner (Washoe) won her primary against
appointed incumbent Sen. Don Tatro and
should have no problem holding the seat in
the general.
And conservative newcomer Jeff Stone
(Clark) — running to replace tax-hiking
RINO Sen. Keith Pickard — faces only nominal general election opposition in a newly-redrawn district that is far more GOP-friendly.
Whether Republicans pick up the majority
or remain in the minority, a new leader of the
GOP Senate caucus will be chosen shortly
after the election in November. This will be
a critical decision for Nevada’s conservatives.
The strongest conservative incumbent

is Hansen. But it’s not known if he desires
the crown.
Remember, in 2015 he was the heir
apparent to lead the Republican majority
in the Assembly but opted to drop out of
consideration in the face of a RINO mutiny
in his caucus that could have handed the
Speaker’s position to a Democrat despite the
GOP majority.
Two others are known to be jockeying for
the leadership position already.
Sen. Scott Hammond (Clark) has been a
strong conservative on certain issues — especially the issue of school choice — but not
so much on other issues.
There is concern that he’s not strong
enough of a fighter for conservative principals — he has refused to sign the Tax Pledge,
for example - and would be too quick to play

“let’s make a deal” with the Democrats.
And as we’ve painfully learned too
many times in the past, when a conciliatory
Republican plays “let’s make a deal” in Carson City, Democrats get the gold mine and
conservatives get the shaft. If you’re happy
getting table scraps, Hammond might be a
perfectly acceptable option.
The other is Sen. Heidi Gansert (Washoe).
Gansert is a former Assembly Minority
Leader, so she has a taste for power. However,
her leadership reign was, at best, uninspiring.
She’s a double-dipper — a government
employee simultaneously serving in the
Legislature — who has refused to sign the
Tax Pledge and has numerous bad votes on
issues important to conservatives.
She’d be the worst possible choice as the
next Senate leader.
Titus is the current Assembly leader. It’s
not clear if she’s interested in immediately
assuming the same position in the Senate.
But if so… Danger, Will Robinson!
Titus has a solid conservative voting
record. But as leader of the Assembly she
opted to surround herself with bona fide,
card-carrying RINOs (Republicans in Name
Only) in other top leadership positions rather
than tap conservative members.
This resulted in disaster for conservatives
in the 2021 session and I have no reason to
believe it would be otherwise should she don
the crown in the Senate for 2023.
The possible dark horse in this leadership
contest is Stone.
He may be a newcomer to Nevada poli(See Crystal-ball Senate Look, Page 4)

Judge Ellie Roohani and Jessica Goodey are
endorsed by Veterans In Politics International

By Veterans in Politics
International Staff
Veterans In Politics International
conducted endorsement interviews
for the following seats Clark County District Court Department 11
and Las Vegas Justice of the Peace
Department 6 Friday, September
2, 2022.
All candidates were invited to
attend this process. This process is
on Facebook Live. The questions
by the panel are not known by
anyone until they’re asked of the
candidates. Because you show up
for our endorsement is not an automatic win.
Our endorsements are not for
sale. You have to earn it!
Our organization has the most
transparent interview process in the
state of Nevada.
Our Veteran organization is registered with the Nevada Secretary
of State and the Internal Revenue
Service; we are not a Facebook
group page or a Political Action
Committee. Our organization has
been in existence since 1992.
Once we endorse we stick with
the candidates to help promote them
in any possible way we can.
We believe that our endorsements represent the people of this
great state and community.
Veterans In Politics International
is extremely critical of our judicial
candidates; the reason for this
careful criticism is that a judge’s
decision affects your life immediately and on a very personal level.
Our organization believes that a
judicial candidate that wants to be
elected should undergo a careful

JUDGE ELLIE ROOHANI
psychiatric evaluation and be available to the public.
In the appointment process,
judicial candidates’ psychiatric
background and complete life
and history are scrutinized by the
Judicial Selection Committee so
we don’t see any reason why this
process should not be applied to
the elections.
The Veterans In Politics International ask tough questions because
we need to know.
This is why many candidates are
intimidated from appearing in a live
interview. Our saying goes: if you
can’t handle our group you should
not be elected.
Once a judicial candidate becomes a judge it is almost impossible to remove that judge because
judges are the only elected body
that cannot be recalled; there are
no term limits for judges and judges
have judicial immunity.
Many would say that The Ne-

(Continued from Page 1)
their endorsement, and she wasn’t
named or congratulated for having
been selected. She knows how
the political endorsement process
works, and she’s had dozens of
these interviews.
But she claimed an emailed offer
to run an ad on a digital billboard
was an endorsement.
What Nash did was to falsely
claim as hers, a respected endorse-

ment from veterans.
It was unethical and lacked
integrity, but she couldn’t have
known Steve Sanson would be at
the event, and she would embarrassingly get caught doing it in front
of him, and a large crowd there to
meet candidates.
Or, maybe it was all a big mistake, just like voting to put her on
the Henderson City Council would
be.

JESSICA GOODEY
vada Commission on Judicial
Discipline is the buffer between the
community and a judge. But that’s
far from the truth; this organization
picked and chose who they would
go after because of influence and

friendship.
This buffer is far from being
fair to the community to remove a
bad judge.
Some would say the ballot box
is the best way to remove judges.
But when judges intimidate lawyers
and when lawyers have to appear
before these judges many would
rather have a bad judge on the
bench than lose their case because
of a revengeful judge.
So it becomes impossible to
remove a bad judge.
Why? Because many of them
run unopposed or put family members in the race to take votes away
from serious contenders.
This and many reasons are why
Veterans In Politics International
has risen to make sure that when
we endorse a judicial candidate that
person would serve our community
with the highest regard.

It gives us great pleasure to say
the following:
A warm congratulations to Judge
Ellie Roohani Clark County District
Court Department 11 and Jessica
Goodey Las Vegas Justice of the
Peace Department 6 for receiving
the Veterans In Politics International endorsement on Friday.
Both candidates will serve Nevada with honor and distinction.
Please watch the videos of our
endorsement interviews and decide
for yourself:
Judge Ellie Roohani Clark
County District Court Dep. 11 Veterans In Politics Endorsement Interview — https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=_7vJjI9zJ18&t=141s.
Jessica Goodey Las Vegas Justice of the Peace Depart. 6 Veterans
In Politics Endorsement Interview — https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=k-xVVyExzSM&t=185s.

Mail Boxes For Rent

Endorsement Stolen

only $15/month
Must pay 3 months in advance
We also can receive
UPS and FedEx

MAIL BY RENEE

(Under New Management)

716 South 10th Street • Las Vegas, NV 90101
For more information come by or call
(702) 262-0703
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ACLU sues City of Las Vegas, Fremont
Street Experience over age restrictions
Organization says special permit prohibiting certain ages violates First Amendment
By Michael Lyle
Nevada Current
Nearly two decades after a
court ruled the Fremont Street
Experience is a public forum, a
space protected from free speech
infringement, the ACLU of Nevada is suing the City of Las Vegas
again over recent efforts to restrict
people younger than 21 and street
performers inside a pedestrian mall.
In a lawsuit filed this week, the
ACLU is arguing that a special
permit approved by the city for
the Fremont Street Experience that
confines access to those older than
21 and includes other prohibitions
like “no costume masks” and
“no face paint” violates the First
Amendment.
During a press conference
Thursday, Chris Peterson, the legal
director for the ACLU of Nevada,
said the city is playing favoritism
by allowing a private company to
regulate a public space.
“Most troubling, the City of
Las vegas has authorized the Fremont Street Limited Liability
Corporation to regulate the First
Amendment activities of other individuals on the pedestrian mall,”
he said. “They’ve basically allowed
a private entity that has its own
selfish interest in the pedestrian
mall that engages in its own First
Amendment activities on the pedestrian mall to control the First
Amendment activities of other
individuals.”
The city of Las Vegas granted
Fremont Street a special permit for
a recurring event called “Festivus”
in July, which runs each weekend
through Nov. 27 and applies restric-

While seeking to get the city to end the curfew and restrictions on the area, the ACLU said another goal of
the lawsuit was “to remind people this is a public street and a public forum.”
tions every Friday through Sunday. ordinance that would impose a data that “shows 18 to 21 year olds
In an email, Jace Radke, a curfew for the area, arguing there pose a great safety threat, as being
spokesman for the city, said “It is had been incidents involving people suggested,” but to no avail.
the city of Las Vegas’ practice not under 21 that justified the proposal.
The recommending committee
to comment on pending or ongoing The proposed ordinance has only approved the proposal Aug. 1 and
litigation.”
been heard at a recommending advanced it to be heard by the City
It’s not the first time the ACLU committee meeting, but no data was Council.
has challenged, and won, against presented to support those claims.
Las Vegas City Councilwoman
the City of Las Vegas and Fremont
Athar Haseebullah, the exec- Michele Fiore, a member of the recStreet Experience attempting to utive director for the ACLU of ommendation committee, opposed
place restrictions on people leaflet- Nevada, said that for the last year the measure arguing the ordinance
ing in the pedestrian mall.
they’ve asked the city to present was too broad.
“It has been recognized as a public forum by the Ninth Circuit Court
of Appeals and they have made it
partment of Labor.
abundantly clear that as a traditional (Continued from Page 3)
tics, but he certainly didn’t just fall
And Stone didn’t just push the
public forum that is where our First
off the turnip truck.
“right” button on bills while in the
Amendment rights are strongest,”
He’s an extremely successful California Legislature. He actively
Peterson said, referencing a 2003
businessman and California refu- stood up in the California lion’s den
decision.
gee (NOT a missionary). In fact, and forcefully made the conservaRecently, the city mulled an
after moving to Nevada he set up tive case. The man’s a fighter, not
a website designed to help other a go-along-to-get-along windsock.
Californians escape Democrat Gov.
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Gavin
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hell-hole
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noting
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comes here and I don’t have acLand
of
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&
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elected
office,
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a
wealth
of
tax
hike.”
the town is full, women, men and
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children who are raped will have no political experience. He’s a former
mayor
of
the
city
of
Temecula,
a
As a relative newcomer to Nevasafe place to go except for homeless
former
Riverside
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supervida
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state
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Trump’s
administration
at
the
Detheir
leader
—
whether
Majority or
we not invest in some of the other
pieces as well?”
In April, the county created a
Community Housing Fund and began to accept proposals for projects.
The county received about 50
applications in the initial screening process totalling nearly $361
million in projects, which were
whittled down to 39 applications.
The county approved funding
for 30 projects.
The criteria for approval, Schiller said, was based on several factors including the populations the
projects were serving, developer
experience, quality of the project,
and location.
While a significant portion of the
funding is going toward development of new units, several proposals are geared toward rehabilitating
existing affordable housing.
When developers create affordable housing, those units are designated as affordable for a certain
amount of time, usually up to 30
years, but then revert to market rate.
“If it were not for these funds being allocated to rehab those existing
affordable units, the affordability
period would soon end on those
units which means those projects or
units might not be available to the
community as affordable housing
units,” said Clark County manager
Yolanda King.
The county is expected to go
through another round of funding
later this year.
The Nevada Housing Division
is also in the process of approving
applications for projects geared
toward the state’s housing crisis.
Gov. Steve Sisolak pledged
to direct $500 million in ARPA
funding toward creating affordable
housing units.
The division is expected to begin
awarding allocations in September.

Crystal-ball Senate Look

Affordable Housing
(Continued from Page 1)
units and rehabilitate 967 existing
units.
Among organizations awarded
funding is the nonprofit Nevada
HAND, which received around
$36 million in funding for five
projects to create and rehabilitate
housing units focusing on families
and seniors.
Audra Hamernik, the president
and CEO with Nevada HAND, said
the funds will help the organization
create 613 units.
“This funding will provide
essential gap financing in the face
of rising construction costs and
supply chain challenges,” she said.
“There is a lot of work to be done,
but we are thrilled about the county
board’s decision today. The reality
is that developing and building
high-quality affordable housing
takes time, but we are excited to
be adding hundreds of affordable
homes in the next few years.”
Representatives for the domestic
violence organization SafeNest,
who submitted a proposal totalling
$25 million, were disappointed
they weren’t awarded part of the
allocation.
Liz Ortenburger, the CEO of
SafeNest, told commissioners that
the organization lacked enough
beds to house survivors and that
the organization spends between
$30,000 and $70,000 every month
on overflow housing.
The organization uses an assessment on how “lethal” a person’s
situation is in order to determine
eligibility.
“In order to get a bed at SafeNest,
you need a 16 out of a 20 point
lethality score,” she said. “That
means you could sustain serious
physical injury, and I don’t have a
bed for you.”
Ortenburger said she hoped to
work with the county on its next
round of funding.
She also warned commissioners
they needed to invest in housing
for survivors in order to keep up
with increases in domestic violence
cases.
“When the 2024 Super Bowl

Minority — but they could hardly
do better.
Alas, as we so painfully know,
Republicans never blow an opportunity to blow an opportunity. And
they’re likely to blow this one, too.
Nevertheless, Stone has skills. In
or out of the leadership position in
2023, there’s every chance for him
to become the “Newt of Nevada”
sometime in the near future and
engineer not just a GOP takeover
of the Senate, but a conservative
majority, as well.
Chuck Muth is president of Citizen Outreach, publisher of Nevada
News & Views and blogs at MuthsTruths.com.
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“I don’t want the city of Las
Vegas to be a police city,” she said.
“We have people who are not 21
who work down there. We can’t
keep making exemptions.”
While Councilmen Brian Knudsen and Stavros Anthony voted to
advance the measure, they asked for
data to be presented at the council
meeting.
The council was supposed to
hear the ordinance later in August,
but the item was pulled. Even
without the ordinance, the special
event permit allows the Fremont
Street Experience to implement
restrictions.
Haseebullah called this a “slap
in the face.”
“Instead of doing a data presentation, which would have likely
showed that 18 to 21 year olds
are not a greater safety threat than
anyone else and the numbers are
probably negligible, they pulled
the entire curfew ordinance, and
the only reason the entire curfew
is moving forward is because of a
special event permit,” he said. “At
this point, we can’t allow continuous delays when people’s rights are
being trampled upon and when 18
to 21 year olds who share a right to
go to that street still don’t have access to it and are being turned away
(See ACLU Sues City, Page 5)

Perly Viasmensky
702-337-8277

As Lieutenant Governor, Stavros Anthony will
focus on economic development with an emphasis
on small business, public safety across the state
and safe communities, promoting and advancing
tourism, and oversight of the Nevada State Senate.
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Nevada could cost Dems their Senate majority

By Caroline Vakil
and Julia Manchester
The Hill
Democrats are bracing for a
nail-biter in Nevada’s Senate race,
a true toss-up that could determine
whether the party retains the majority in the upper chamber.
Sen. Catherine Cortez Masto
(D), who served as state attorney
general for two terms before in
2016 becoming the ﬁrst Latina to
win a seat in the Senate, is ﬁghting
to keep her spot as she fends off a
bid from Trump-endorsed Adam
Laxalt (R), a former state attorney
general.
While Cortez Masto has shown a
competitive fundraising advantage,
including raising more than double
the amount Laxalt raked in during
the second quarter this year, polling
shows the Senate race will be close.
“This is the most important
race on the map for Republicans or
Democrats,” said one GOP strategist familiar with Nevada politics,
later adding, “in Laxalt, you’ve
got a candidate who can carry the
change message very clearly, unify
all clans in the Republican Party
and is running a good race.”
Democrats also acknowledge
the importance of this year’s race,
noting Nevada’s history as a swing
state.
“Democrats have shown that
they have the ability to get out the
vote and win close races in Nevada,” said one Democratic operative.
“The Cortez Masto campaign and
Nevada Democrats are prepared
for what they have to do this fall in
order to be successful.”
Democrats have seen their fortunes improve when it comes to the
Senate, with multiple nonpartisan

election handicappers moving the
race for the upper chamber in their
direction in recent weeks. But even
as the party grows more conﬁdent
in high-stakes Senate races in Arizona, Georgia and Pennsylvania,
the Silver State remains something
of a wild card and, according to
GOP strategist Colin Reed, “one
of the best pick up opportunities
for Republicans.”
In a sign of Nevada’s importance
to Democrats, the party’s Senate
campaign arm launched a new ad
Tuesday as part of a $33 million
spending campaign, targeting Laxalt over his abortion stance and
previous comments he made in
which he reportedly called the Roe
v. Wade decision a joke.
The ad, which Laxalt campaign spokesperson Brian Freimuth
called “dishonest” and “wildly inaccurate,” comes against the backdrop of a midterm environment that
has already proven how the issue of
abortion is energizing voters.
Nevada will be a unique test of
the issue’s resonance with voters,

The ASPCA is asking licensed veterinarians, techs,
and assistants to volunteer their time to the effort.

Vets, techs, assistants needed
for dogs found at illegal breeder
By Dana Gentry
Nevada Current
Hundreds of dogs and puppies
found in late August at an illegal
breeding compound in Nye County
are in need of veterinary care.
“When the animals were removed from the property, many
appeared emaciated and appeared
to be suffering from untreated
medical conditions, which is why
additional support is essential to
provide these dogs with critical
care to get them to good health,”
says ASPCA spokeswoman Alyssa
Fleck. “Speciﬁc training, protocols
and information will be provided at
the temporary shelter operated by
the Sheriff’s Ofﬁce.”

The ASPCA is asking licensed
veterinarians, techs, and assistants
to volunteer their time to the effort.
Oskana Higgins and Vasili Platunov are charged with felony
animal cruelty, according to court
records. Neighbors had complained
to Nye County ofﬁcials about the
operation in the past, authorities
say.
A veterinarian in Nye County
reported the neglect to authorities
when she was brought an emaciated
dog to be euthanized.
Anyone with expertise and
availability between now and Sept.
30 is asked to contact the Nye
County Sheriff’s Ofﬁce at sheriff@
co.nye.nv.us.

(Continued from Page 4)
because of arbitrary measures, only
because they can’t purchase alcohol
and can’t legally gamble, which
from our vantage point doesn’t
strike to the core of public safety.”
The lawsuit also includes two 18
year olds who were recently turned
away from the Fremont Street
Experience and a street performer
named Mr. Gordon, who Peterson
said has been active in the area for
11 years.
“Over the last few months he
has experienced increased pressure
from Fremont street security to limit his performances,” Peterson said.
“They have impounded equipment

he has used for performances. They
have closed down the street when
they want to put on their shows
baring anyone else who wants to
perform on the street.”
While seeking to get the city
to end the curfew and restrictions
on the area, Peterson said another
goal of the lawsuit was “to remind
people this is a public street and a
public forum.”
“We do not want private corporations taking over our streets,”
Peterson said. “In a modern American city, the rights of one private
person are not favored over the
rights of others in places that are
public streets and public forums.”

ACLU Sues City

given that the state already has
protections for up to 24 weeks
after conception. A poll conducted
last year by OH Predictive Insights
found that 69 percent of Nevada
respondents said they leaned “prochoice,” while 31 percent said they
leaned “pro-life.” Laxalt has said he
doesn’t back a national ban on the
medical procedure and acknowledged in a response following the
Supreme Court’s decision to overturn Roe v. Wade that “the people of
Nevada have already voted to make
abortion rights legal in our state.”
In a statement, the Democrats’
Senate campaign arm tied Laxalt
to both former President Trump
and those supporting the Supreme
Court’s abortion ruling.
“Laxalt has been the biggest
cheerleader in Nevada for Donald
Trump’s Big Lie and his political
career has been defined by his
opposition to a woman’s right to
make her own health care decisions,” said Patrick Burgwinkle, a
spokesperson for the Democratic
Senatorial Campaign Committee.
“He’s totally out of touch with Nevadans, and it’s why they’ll reject
him in November.”
Laxalt’s campaign, like many
other Republican campaigns this
cycle, is targeting his Democratic
challenger over the economy and
inﬂation. In a statement, Freimuth
called Cortez Masto a “disaster for

our economy.”
“Her rubber-stamp support for
Biden’s big spending proposals
saddled our state with 15.4 percent
inﬂation, costing each Nevada family $10,000 this year. This is making
day-to-day life unaffordable for
Nevadans and they’re enthusiastic
about an opportunity for a new
direction,” Freimuth said.
Cortez Masto, on the other hand,
has emphasized abortion on and off
the campaign trail. Last year, the
senator penned an op-ed in Elle
Magazine in an effort to raise alarm
on the issue. Her campaign says the
issue has been an energizing one in
Nevada since Roe was overturned
in June.
“When it all came in, we saw a
lot of energy on the ground,” said
Josh Marcus-Blank, a spokesman
for the Cortez Masto campaign.
“It’s a constant source of concern
for voters, mostly for women, who
have been raising it.”
The race will also be seen as a
test of how well both candidates
can court Latino voters, a critical
voting bloc in the state. Data from
the National Association of Latino
Elected and Appointed Officials
Educational Fund indicates that
about 20 percent of Latinos in the
state, or roughly 165,100 members
of the demographic, are expected
to vote in November.
Polls show Cortez Masto, the

country’s ﬁrst Latina senator, narrowly ahead of Laxalt, but her tight
lead among Hispanic voters could
be a particular cause for concern
for Democrats. An AARP-commissioned poll released last week
showed Cortez Masto leading by 11
points among Hispanic voters when
placed on a full ballot. Her lead
drops to 9 percent among Hispanic
voters over 50 years old.
The poll comes as Republicans
work to appeal to Hispanic voters
across the country after making
gains with the voting bloc in Florida
and Texas in 2020.
The GOP strategist familiar
with Nevada politics pointed, for
example, to the Laxalt campaign’s
Spanish-language website and
Spanish-language radio and TV ad
buys, noting there were plans for
Spanish radio and TV ads in the
coming weeks.
“The NRSC has invested early
and often in battleground states
across the country, including Nevada where we are seeing historic
voter registration movement toward Republicans. Additionally,
the NRSC has put unprecedented
resources behind Hispanic outreach
through our Operación ¡Vamos!
initiative which is already paying
dividends,” T.W. Arrighi, national
press secretary for the National
Republican Senatorial Committee
(NRSC), told The Hill.
Cortez Masto’s campaign has
also worked to reach the voting
bloc, targeting Latino and Hispanic voters on air since March 15.
Additionally, Somos Votantes, a
Democratic-leaning group aimed at
engaging Latino voters, has already
knocked on 130,000 doors in the
state, with a focus on Clark County.
“We are making sure that we are
not leaving a door behind,” said the
group’s executive director Cecia
Alvarado. “
They have been put into the label
that this is not a frequent voter, but
we don’t believe in those labels.
We believe in talking to our communities.”
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Unqualified Nevada Libertarian
candidate to stay on the ballot
By Gabe Stern
RENO, Nev. (AP) — A candidate for
Nevada attorney general will remain on the
ballot in November despite not meeting the
qualifications for the position and no longer
wanting to run, a Carson City district court
judge ruled.
John Kennedy, the Libertarian candidate,
is not qualified for the position because he is
not an attorney in Nevada and is not a member of the Nevada Bar Association. A 2021
law requires that attorney general candidates
be a member of the State Bar of Nevada in
good standing to run.
The Republican nominee for attorney
general, Sigal Chattah, challenged Kennedy’s
candidacy last month, saying that having
Kennedy’s name on the ballot would cause
her irreparable damage, taking away Libertarian votes that would likely sway Republican.
She blamed the secretary of state’s office
for not investigating Kennedy’s background.
But Carson City District Court Judge
James E. Wilson Jr. struck down Chattah’s
lawsuit in a ruling Tuesday, mainly because
it was filed 105 days after the deadline to file
pre-election candidate challenges and four
days after the deadline to change the general
election ballot.
The court also sided with the secretary
of state’s office, which argued that it is up
to electors to file challenges if they believe
a candidate is not qualified to run, and that
Kennedy said in March that he qualified for

the office if elected. It is the secretary of
state’s “obligation to process, not investigate”
the challenge, according to the court.
Kennedy also swore under oath when he
filed to run in March that he is qualified to
hold the office, per the court.
Chattah’s campaign said she will appeal.
Chattah originally filed an election integrity complaint with the secretary of state’s
office on August 26, four days after the deadline for modifying general election ballots.
Kennedy sent a letter to Nevada Secretary
of State Barbara Cegavske that same day

asking to be removed from the race.
“Today it came to my attention that I was
not eligible to run for this office because I am
not a member of the bar in Nevada. That being the case, I seek to withdraw my candidacy
and be removed from the ballot,” he wrote.
Kennedy said in the letter that two members of the Nevada secretary of state’s office
interviewed him when he filed his candidacy,
one of whom asked if he was a lawyer.
“I stated that I was not, but that it was my
understanding that this was not a requirement
to run for the office. She verbally confirmed

to me that it was not a requirement,” he wrote.
In a court declaration, Deputy Secretary
of State for Elections Mark Wlaschin disputed Kennedy’s account based on an initial
investigation.
“We historically do not talk to anybody
about qualifications,” Wlaschin later said in
a phone interview. “It goes back to a lack of
statutory requirement for us to vet individuals
in any way shape or form.”
In an emailed statement through campaign
manager Jon Shiner, Chattah said that was a
“shame” and it disregards Cegavske’s obligation to enforce the law.
“Kennedy requested to be removed from
the ballot, has withdrawn as a candidate, and
yet, the secretary of state refuses to remove
him from the ballot,” the statement said.
Representing Chattah was Reno attorney
and former Republican gubernatorial candidate Joey Gilbert, who came in second in
the Republican governor primary by 26,000
votes but has baselessly claimed that he
won. A judge recently dismissed his lawsuit
challenging the election results.
Chattah won the June Republican primary
by 11 percentage points over Tisha Black, a
more moderate candidate who had the backing of Nevada’s Republican establishment.
Chattah and Kennedy are challenging
Democratic Attorney General Aaron Ford in
his re-election bid. Ford won a tight race in
2018 by about 4,500 votes, or barely half of
a percentage point.

Nevada’s Native Walker River Paiute Tribe face
worsening access to clean water and plumbing
By Jeniffer Solis
Nevada Current
For nearly seven years the Walker River Paiute Tribe has requested
federal funds to repair a faltering
sewage system on their reservation.
It was only after the $110 billion
infrastructure bill passed earlier
this year that the project was finally
promised funding.
“That’s always the problem,
they can’t find funding,” said Alan
Roberts, the public utilities manager for the Walker River Paiute Tribe.
The cost of the needed repair
is a bit over $972,000, but as what
is defined as a tier one project, the
tribe’s wastewater leakage is a
low priority for the Indian Health
Service, which is responsible for
allocating sanitation funding for
First Nations.
“We don’t have the money to do
it on the tribal side, but they have
funding for these types of projects
to help us out,” Roberts said.
Repairs for the sewage system
are now set to begin after the Indian Health Service was allocated
$3.5 billion for tribal water and
sanitation projects that have been
neglected until now.
Improvements to sanitation
facilities can reduce inpatient and
outpatient visits related to respiratory, skin and soft tissue, and
gastroenteric disease, according to
IHS. Every $1 spent on water and
sewer infrastructure can save $1.23
in avoided direct healthcare costs.
But failing infrastructure and
paltry funding for tribes in Nevada
has likely contributed to the growing number of Native American
households in the state facing
plumbing and water quality problems, according to a new study by
a team of scientists for the Desert
Research Institute and the Guinn
Center for Policy Priorities.
The research team used U.S.
Census microdata on household
plumbing characteristics to analyze
Native American citizens’ access
to “complete plumbing facilities,”
including piped water, a flush toilet,
and a bathtub or shower.
Researchers found that during
the 30-year time period from 19902019, an average of 0.67 percent
of Native American households
in Nevada lacked complete indoor
plumbing — higher than the national average of 0.4 percent.
Analysis of Native American
communities in Nevada also revealed a consistent decline in access
to complete indoor plumbing over
the last few decades, with more than
20,000 people affected in 2019.
That same year, about 15,000 people living in Native communities in
the state did not have access to hot
running water.
That trend bucks the national
trend of water and sanitation infrastructure improving over the
decades, said Erick Bandala, the
lead author of the paper.

of Reclamation, said researchers.
“We need to start taking measures to help these communities,”
Bandala said.
Over the past 15 years, the number of Safe Drinking Water Act violations has also shown a significant
growing trend in Native American
communities throughout Nevada.
From 2005 to 2020, the Environmental Protection Agency registered 187 health-based violations
in public water systems serving
Native American communities in
Nevada, the most common being
“volatile organic compounds” in
water, or harmful gases produced
by a number of products and processes including common sources
like gasoline.
“That is concerning,” said Bandala about the upward trend of
violations. “It’s a measurement of
the quality of water that’s delivered
to the population for consumption.”

Continued exposure to volatile
organic compounds increases the
risk of leukemia, birth defects,
neurocognitive impairment, and
cancer in humans. Benzene, one of
the most hazardous substances for
public health and a known carcinogen, has been consistently listed in
the health-based violations in Nevada’s Native American communities,
researchers found. The report’s
authors noted more research needs
to be done to see what accounts for
the rise in violations.
Bandala said population growth
did not account for the increase in
violations reported, adding that
constant monitoring of water utilities is crucial for tribal communities
in Nevada.
“When you drink water you have
no way to know whether the water
is good or not, unless visibly dirty
water is coming out of the tap,”
Bandala said.

Failing infrastructure and paltry funding for tribes in Nevada has likely
contributed to the growing number of Native American households in
the state facing plumbing and water quality problems.
“It’s very hard to figure out the large-scale sanitation deficiency
main reason for that,” Bandala said. and failing water and sewer infra“We believe that probably the pov- structure resulting in environmental
erty level that these communities issues that can negatively impact
are facing in the last ten years or so public health.
may have something to do with it,
The Fort McDermitt Paiute and
but there is no clear cause for the Shoshone Tribe in Humboldt Counincrease.”
ty needs funding to replace an aging
According to the study, a lack water storage tank that has eroded
of access to either plumbing, hot the tribe’s ability to fully meet its
water, a shower, or a toilet in com- citizens’ sanitation needs.
munities increased as the number of
Tribes in rural Nevada are highly
family members in one household vulnerable to water insecurity beincreased, meaning a lack of hous- cause of a lack of access to water ining on reservations only exacerbat- frastructure stemming from policy
ed the problem.
decisions made in the early days of
Other tribes in Nevada face federal agencies such as the Bureau

DO YOU NEED AN EDITOR?
Have you been embarrassed lately when someone
pointed out to you that you misspelled a word in your
report or maybe had a whole sentence all messed
up? Have you personally felt that you could’ve done
a much better job on that manuscript but just didn’t
have the time?
Why put off doing what you know you should have
done before: call in an editor! As a word-, sentence-,
and document-doctor, she will fix what needs fixing
by adding a little of this or that, and taking out what
shouldn’t have been there in the first place.
Give yourself the luxury of looking your best in print!
Editor-at-your-service@gmail.com. 1-775-505-5058

De Castroverde Law Group
AT T O R N E Y S AT LAW
A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

Alex J. De Castroverde
Orlando De Castroverde

1415 South Marland Parkway
Las Vegas, Nevada 89104
Telephone: (702) 383-0606 • Fax: (702) 383-8741
Email: Alex@decastroverdelaw.com

Washoe County’s Fire/EMS Gordion Knot
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By Thomas Daly
Nevada News and Views
At their joint meeting of July 21, 2022, the
governing bodies of Washoe County, Reno
and Sparks discussed issues related to fire and
emergency medical service (EMS) responses
by their respective departments. After much
hand wringing and posturing, they directed
their staffs to form a ‘working group’ to report
back, respectively, first to their Board/Councils on issues ripe for ‘regionalization’, not
consolidation, prior to another joint meeting
to discuss options. Those initial reports are
due this month.
What could the first such issue be?
The elephant in the room is dispatch,
which not less than five expert studies over
the past decade have said, uniformly, is the
first priority to fix. Currently, the County
(Washoe County Sheriff’s Office); the Regional Emergency Medical Services Authority (REMSA) for themselves and the Truckee
Meadow Fire Protection District (TMFPD);
Reno and Sparks all provide dispatch services
for their clients. Washoe County’s North Lake
Tahoe Fire Protection District (NLTFPD) is
dispatched by the Grass Valley (CA) emergency communications center.
For fire calls, the TMFPD and Sparks
have an automatic aid agreement where the
‘closest [fire] unit’ is dispatched regardless of
the call’s location in their jurisdictions. The
same is true for their EMS calls, but with a
REMSA ambulance rolling as well.
Reno refuses to participate in any such
arrangement.
TMFPD engines are equipped with automated vehicle locator (AVL) technology
allowing REMSA dispatchers to see the exact
location of units not in quarters, so that the
closest available unit with paramedics can be
dispatched. Reno fire units are also equipped

with AVL technology, but their dispatch
management refuses to activate the system
at the direction of Fire Chief Cochran and
City Manager Thornley, rendering the vehicle
equipment useless.
There have been recent multiple examples

of more carnage than necessary where the
‘closest unit’ was not dispatched, including
a boy being trapped and injured when a car
ran into a building in south Reno and two
homes suffering unnecessary fire damage, in
the south Reno Oak Tree Drive fire.

How much more trauma and destruction
should area residents have to suffer before
Reno relents?
The solution is ‘boundary drops’, and the
utilization of the AVL technology so that
citizens get the fastest response regardless
of the call’s location. Citizens don’t care
what color the fire truck is, they just want the
fastest response available. Such is the case in
Clark County with a regionalized dispatch
authority supporting three autonomous fire
departments.
It is time for Washoe County jurisdictions
to authorize a single dispatch authority.
These same issues were discussed in joint
Washoe County/Reno/Sparks meetings in
2015 and 2018. Nothing happened. Don’t
look for any progress before November 8th
and none thereafter, unless new leadership is
elected in Reno or the legislature steps in, as
they did in 2015 (SB-185).
*****
Thomas Daly is a resident of Washoe
County served by the TMFPD

Will someone please stop Lina Kahn?

By Steven Moore
Nevada News and Views
We’ve warned multiple times that the
Biden-appointed head of the Federal Trade
Commission, Lina Kahn, is a hyperactive
college professor regulator who wants to
slam the brakes on virtually every business
merger and acquisition in America. The latest
travesty: the FTC is now suing Facebook/
Meta for trying to acquire “Supernatural” a
hot new fitness app for workouts. The FTC
thinks Meta will come to monopolize the
physical fitness Industry.
Just for a moment, think about what a

laughable proposition that is. The FTC is
worried about a monopoly in one of the most
competitive markets known to man. There
is a fitness center practically on every block
of every city in America. Planet Fitness has
started offering monthly memberships for
24/7 access to the weights and the stair masters for as little as $19 a month.
This is a declining cost industry. Ten
years ago there was no such thing as fitness
apps, now there are hundreds of them. Tens
of millions of Americans get their fitness
for free every morning or afternoon with
(See Stop Lina Kahn, Page 8)

Moose on the move, migrating to Nevada from Idaho, Utah

RENO, Nev. (AP) — More and
more moose from Idaho and Utah
are making their way into Nevada,
where they’re finding wilderness to
their liking without the kind of help
from humans most species get when
they relocate.
Irregular and sporadic moose
sightings in Nevada date back to
the 1950s, but about a decade ago,
observations began to climb in the
northeast corner of the state.
By 2018, the Nevada Department of Wildlife estimated there

were somewhere between 30 and
50 moose in the state. Now, their
numbers total well above 100,
according to department biologist
Kari Huebner.
State wildlife officials say it’s
the first time a big game species has
made a comeback in Nevada without a concentrated relocation effort.
“We did absolutely nothing. It’s
like the moose have chosen us,”
Huebner told the Reno Gazette
Journal. “It’s something they’ve
done completely on their own.”

In the past three years, the department has collared seven cows
and three bulls to better understand
the largest member of the deer family. Two of them winter in Nevada
and summer in Idaho, while the
others are full-time residents of
Nevada.
Since 2020, the collared female
cows have given birth to four sets
of twins, including one set this year.
Standing almost 6 feet (1.8
meters) tall, moose are one of the
largest land mammals in North

Conservation group ask feds to list rare NV
springsnail as endangered due to lithium mine
By Jeniffer Solis
Nevada Current
A group of conservationists are
seeking to get a tiny rare Nevada
springsnail listed as an endangered
or threatened species, arguing
that the species is threatened by a
planned lithium mine in Thacker
Pass.
The Western Watersheds Project
petitioned the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to list the rare Kings
River pyrg under the Endangered
Species Act. The pyrg is only
known to live in 13 small isolated
springs around Thacker Pass in
Humboldt County, an area where
Canada based Lithium Americas,
plans to develop a lithium mine.
The mine secured federal approval early last year and has also
secured a number of state permits
required to begin construction of
the project.
“This rare springsnail’s entire
world wide range stands to be affected by open-pit lithium mining,
which threatens to draw down or
contaminate all 13 springs where it
is known to live,” said Erik Molvar,
a wildlife biologist and executive
director with Western Watersheds
Project. “Federal land managers put
this aquatic snail in the crosshairs
of extinction by hastily approving large-scale lithium mining at
Thacker Pass. Endangered species
listing is now necessary to ensure
the survival of the species.”
Conservationists say the Kings
River pyrg is highly vulnerable to
natural and human-caused threats,
including livestock grazing, various
impacts associated with the recently

A Moose cow and her calf walk up a hill in this undated photo in
Northeastern Nevada. Moose are quietly populating the northeastern
corner of Nevada. And they are doing it without the help of humans.
It’s the first time a big game species has done so in Nevada without
help from the Nevada Department of Wildlife, according to the agency.
America and can weigh up to 1,000
pounds (454 kilograms). They are
hooved herbivores — primarily
eating leaves, bark and twigs from
trees and shrubs.
They’re likely migrating over
from southern Idaho and western
Utah, where populations are swelling. Idaho’s moose population is
pushing 12,000, and Utah has about
3,000.
As the solitary animals look
to expand their territory, they’ve

Kings River pyrg on substrate pebble.
approved Thacker Pass lithium Montana Mountains and would
mine, spring modification, hydro- become a death sentence for this
logical drought, climate change, rare springsnail.”
and the inadequacy of existing
Several tribes have also opposed
regulatory mechanisms.
the lithium mine— including the
Conservationists claim the Reno-Sparks Indian Colony and
mine’s operation would deplete the Winnemucca Indian Colony in
aquifers that feed the springs in- Nevada. The Reno Sparks Indian
habited by the Kings River pyrg, Colony has challenged the mine in
causing springs to dry up and court in an effort to halt any excavation or construction at Thacker
threatening the species’ survival.
“The potential extinction of the Pass. However a judge ruled against
tiny King’s River pyrg illustrates the tribes.
Tribes in Nevada consider
how delicate desert aquifers become heavily impacted by indus- Thacker Pass a sacred site and retrial mining activity,” said Kevin fer to the pass as “Peehee mu’huh”
Emmerich, director of Basin and which translates to “rotten moon” in
Range Watch. “The Thacker Pass honor of their ancestors who were
Mine would pump 1.7 billion massacred in an area of the Pass
gallons of water annually for 41 shaped like a moon by U.S. soldiers
years. It would be unsustainable in 1865, according to several writfor much of the wildlife in the ten accounts.

discovered Nevada’s Elko and
Humboldt counties have pockets of
ideal moose habitat — wet riparian
areas, plentiful aspen and mahogany stands, serviceberry bushes
to munch on — and no predatory
wolves or black bears.
Moose have been spotted as far
south as the Ruby Mountains in
Nevada southeast of Elko.
“There’s a lot more moose habitat in Nevada than people realize,”
Huebner said.

Bob Beckett
Attorney At Law

Elected 5 terms as Nye County District Attorney

Practice areas
Criminal defense, Personal injury,
Bankruptcy and debt, Car accident, DUI
and DWI
Licensed for 29 years
AVVO CONTRIBUTIONS
Beckett knows Nevada criminal law
— especially how to get the most out
of the probation/monitoring system.
Beckett provides very effective
and personable service
His fees are also fair

(702) 334-4886
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Keep America Beautiful (at your own risk)
Good deeds land trash lady of Tahoe with two misdemeanors
By Dana Gentry
Nevada Current
“Everyone knows me as the Trash Lady,”
Carolyn Usinger said Tuesday, hours after
appearing in a Washoe County courtroom.
“Even the judge who convicted me. He said
‘Oh, yeah. I’ve seen you picking up trash.’”
“I’m tired of people trashing Tahoe,”
she says, adding she’s picked up more than
150,000 pieces of trash along Highways
28, 50 and 431 in recent years. But no good
deed goes unpunished. Usinger now has two
misdemeanors on her record for dumping the
fruits of her labor where they belong — in
the garbage.
Her mistake was to throw it all away in a
dumpster owned by the State of Nevada, specifically the Department of Transportation.
“I consider that the trash I pick up belongs
in the NDOT trash cans since it is from their
roads,” says Usinger, noting she also pays
taxes that support the state and its dumpsters.
But a Washoe County deputy saw it differently when he came upon Usinger throwing
the fruits of eight hours of labor in an NDOT
dumpster over the Fourth of July weekend.
She got a citation and an admonition to obtain
the required permit to pick up trash.
But Washoe County Sheriff Darin Balaam,
whose signature is required on the permit
application, won’t sign off. Usinger says it’s
not personal.

“I consider that the trash I pick up belongs in the NDOT trash
cans since it is from their roads,” says Carolyn Usinger.
“He says that picking up trash is too them by designating a specific area.”
dangerous and therefore he will not sign it.
The state says Usinger can apply to clean
And apparently NDOT tried to talk him into up another area outside of Washoe County,
signing it and did not succeed,” she says. “But where law enforcement may be willing to
it’s his office that is ticketing me.”
sign off.
The sheriff did not respond to requests
“It’s a convenient runaround so nobody
for comment.
has to do anything,” Usinger complains.
“We get these requests maybe five to But the Trash Lady of Tahoe was not to be
ten times a year,” says a spokeswoman for deterred.
NDOT. “We are usually able to accommodate
The Tahoe basin is home to Nevada’s

black bears, who have been lured into homes
by the scent of improperly disposed garbage,
labeled ‘problem bears’ as a result, and killed
by wildlife authorities.
On Saturday, after picking up trash at
Zephyr Cove, Usinger says she came upon
a “huge mess” at Spooner Summit, including a pound of melting, bear-baiting butter.
“Someone left it there, assuming someone
like me would come along and clean it up.”
She scooped up the garbage and returned
to the scene of her previous crime, the NDOT
dumpster.
Usinger first disposed of the remnants of
a dumpster-side bear picnic before cleaning
out her car. But the Washoe County deputy,
likely anticipating a repeat violation on the
holiday weekend, cruised by and caught
Usinger red-handed.
“I told him that I had spent six weeks
trying to get NDOT to give me permission,”
Usinger says. Deputy Cameron Jeter was
unmoved and issued another ticket. “I even
told him I had cleaned up after the bears.”
Usinger says Jeter suggested she get her
own dumpster. She declined.
The bad news — on Tuesday, the judge
ruled Usinger indeed broke the law, found
her guilty of two misdemeanors and sentenced her to community service picking up
garbage. The good news — she’s already
done the time.

Feds remove ‘racial and sexist slur’ from
place names of 34 Nevada geographic sites

By Jeniffer Solis
Nevada Current
A federal panel tasked with
naming geographic places voted
to replace 34 racist and derogatory
terms from federal use in Nevada
on Thursday.
The move comes after U.S.
Interior Secretary Deb Haaland
announced she would take steps to
remove and replace “squaw” from
federal use. The derogatory term
has “historically been used as an
offensive ethnic, racial and sexist
slur, particularly for Indigenous
women,” said the department.
On Thursday, the Board on
Geographic Names under the Department of the Interior voted on
final replacement names for nearly
650 geographic features nationally
that used the derogatory term.
“I feel a deep obligation to
use my platform to ensure that
our public lands and waters are
accessible and welcoming. That
starts with removing racist and
derogatory names that have graced

Map of geological sites renamed by the Board on Geographic Names under the Department of the Interior.
federal locations for far too long,” Names for their efforts to prioritize
A summit in Clark County was
said Haaland in a statement. “I am this important work. Together, we renamed Mohave Peaks. In Elko
grateful to the members of the De- are showing why representation County a total of nine geographic
rogatory Geographic Names Task matters and charting a path for an sites were renamed, the most of
Force and the Board on Geographic inclusive America.”
any Nevada county, followed by

Segerblom wins legal
battle against man who
alleged defamation
By Dana Gentry
Nevada Current
A lawsuit filed by Mack Miller, an unsuccessful Republican
candidate for Nevada lieutenant
governor, against Clark County
Commissioner Tick Segerblom
has been dismissed, leaving Miller
on the hook to Segerblom for just
under $40,000.
Mack’s suit stems from an incident during a September 2021 Clark
County Commission meeting, at
which the commission voted that
covid disinformation is a public
health concern.
When security officers asked
someone to put on a mask, some
attendees became disruptive, and
officers cleared the room.
Mack was involved in a scuffle
with police, according to video
circulated on social media, and was
forcibly removed by security.
The lawsuit says Segerblom’s
assistant told him she saw Miller
(See Sergerblom Wins, Page 8)

A judge found that Clark County
Commissioner Tick Segerblom’s
tweets “regarding being sued by
Mr. Miller are pure opinion and
rhetorical hyperbole incapable of
being either true or false.”

(Continued from Page 7)
a three-mile jog or a swim at the
neighborhood pool.
We bring this up not because we
carry any water for Supernatural or
Facebook. We just think this is an
Illustrative of the new super-regulatory anti-business instruction

manual of the Biden administration.
Oh, and did we mention the
Klobuchar/Grassley antitrust bill
could be voted on in the Senate in
the weeks ahead? That bill would
nearly double Lina Kahn’s budget.
Steven Moore writes for the
Committee to Unleash Prosperity

Washoe and Humboldt both of
which were required to rename five
geographic sites in order to remove
the derogatory term. A map of the
locations and the complete list of
names can be found on the U.S.
Geological Survey website.
During the public comment
period, the Derogatory Geographic
Names Task Force, established by
Haaland, received more than 1,000
recommendations for name changes. Nearly 70 Tribal governments
participated in nation-to-nation
consultation, which yielded several
hundred recommendations.
The Task Force included representatives from the Department’s
Bureau of Indian Affairs, Bureau
of Land Management, Bureau of
Safety and Environmental Enforcement, National Park Service, Office
of Diversity, Inclusion and Civil
Rights, Office of Surface Mining
Reclamation and Enforcement, and
the U.S. Geological Survey and the
Department of Agriculture’s U.S.
Forest Service.
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Las Vegas, Nevada 89117
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Nevada set to receive $14 million
in multistate JUUL settlement
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By Jeniffer Solis
Nevada Current
After a two year multistate investigation
into the vaping company JUUL Labs Inc. the
e-cigarette giant has agreed to pay $438.5
million to 34 states and territories, including
Nevada.
Nevada will receive more than $14 million
from Juul Labs Inc.
State Attorney General Aaron Ford signed
onto the investigation of JUUL’s marketing
and sales practices in 2019. The investigation
looked into whether the company targeted
youth, claims about the product’s nicotine
content, and their claims about risks, safety
and effectiveness as a smoking cessation
device.
“For years, JUUL Labs knowingly marketed its product to underage users, directly
working to expose minors to nicotine use and
abuse,”Ford said in a statement. “This settlement will help Nevada’s youth by curbing
these harmful marketing tactics and holding
the company accountable for its breach of
public trust.”
Once finalized, the settlement will require
the $438.5 million to be paid out over a period
of six to ten years, with the amounts paid
increasing the longer the company takes to
make the payments.
As part of the settlement JUUL Labs will

As part of the settlement JUUL Labs will also need to comply with a series of strict injunctive
terms severely limiting their marketing and sales practices.
also need to comply with a series of strict be less harsh on the throats of young and ininjunctive terms severely limiting their mar- experienced users, said the attorneys general.
keting and sales practices.
In addition, the investigation found the
According to attorneys general, the multi- company’s original packaging did not clearly
state investigation revealed that JUUL Labs disclose that it contained nicotine and misled
became a dominant player in the e-cigarette customers to believe that one JUUL pod was
market by “relentlessly marketing to under- the equivalent of smoking one pack of comage users” and relying on age verification bustible cigarettes.
techniques the company knew were ineffecJUUL’s were also marketed as a product
tive. The company also sold its product in customers could use to effectively quit smokflavors known to be attractive to underage ing without FDA approval.
users and specifically designed the product to
Under the deal, Juul must refrain from

marketing to youth, depicting anyone under 35 years old in advertising, using paid
product placement, advertising on public
transportation and billboards, and advertising
using paid social media influencers or using
cartoons in ads, among other marketing activities, according to Ford’s statement.
JUUL Labs will be required to restrict its
advertising to outlets with an audience made
up of 85 percent adults.
Teen use of e-cigarette products has been
a growing issue in Nevada. According to the
Nevada Department of Health and Human
Services, half of all Nevada middle and
high schoolers in 2015 had tried vaping. A
quarter of all middle and high schoolers were
current users.
Nevada lawmakers have taken action to
combat the rise in vaping. In 2019, the Nevada Legislature passed Senate Bill 263, which
placed vape products in the same category
as tobacco products — subjecting them to
a higher tax rate of 30 percent. Some of the
revenue generated from that tax is also being
earmarked for additional vaping prevention
measures.
That same year Nevada approved the
use of $1.7 million to collect data, conduct
epidemiological research, host a vaping and
cannabis summit, and launch a marketing
campaign to educate the public.

Sisolak, Lee warn Nevada not isolated
from the assaults on abortion rights
By Camalot Todd
Nevada Current
In post-Roe v. Wade America,
states and the federal government
are left to navigate the legal ramifications of the Supreme Court overturning a 50-year legal precedent.
As reproductive health centers,
medical professionals, and legislatures that support abortion rights
cope with the uncertainty, Republicans and motivated anti-abortion
rights activists are pushing for a
national ban.
Nevada U.S. Rep. Susie Lee,
fellow Democrat Gov. Steve Sisolak and experts from UNLV Boyd
School of Law outlined the ramifications a national ban would
have in Nevada during a Thursday
roundtable discussion.
More than 60 percent of Americans believe that abortion should
be legal in some circumstances.
Nevadans voted to protect abortion
rights in 1990.
The panel Thursday warned a
national ban would trump state laws
and stressed the importance of voting in this year’s midterm elections.
“This would ultimately overturn
the will of the people of Nevada,”
Lee said.
The Supreme Court’s ruling
opened the floodgates for several

The panel warned a national ban would trump state laws. “This would
ultimately overturn the will of the people of Nevada,” Lee said.
legal uncertainties, including trav- cess and moving can all limit the
eling across state borders, increased access to and use of contraceptives,
wait times, and whether reproduc- according to a policy brief by the
tive services should be prioritized Guttmacher Institute.
to residents, said Sylvia Lazos, a
“There’s going to be a whole
professor of law at UNLV Boyd generation of women who are going
School of Law.
to have children that they’re not
A national ban would exac- ready to have,” Lazos said.
erbate these concerns as well as
It will impact their access to
pose threats to the lives of women education, financial independence
and families, impacting Black and and their ability to leave relationships that are unhealthy for them,
Hispanic women the most.
In America, Black and Hispanic she said.
That’s if they survive childbirth.
women account for the most aborA national ban would increase
tions due to disparities in access to
and utilization of contraceptives. maternal mortality rates by 24 perGeographic barriers, financial ac- cent in the first year, with the largest

increase in deaths for non-Hispanic
Black people, by 39 percent, according to a University of Colorado
study.
“The anti-abortion folks made a
very calculated decision to, at every
level of the court, get conservative
judges appointed,” Lindsey Harmon, executive director of Planned
Parenthood Votes Nevada, said.
“A lot of folks may have taken for
granted Roe v. Wade, so now we
have to push both at the state level
and the federal level for champions
to take action.”
Harmon said the best way to
take action is to vote for candidates
with a track record of supporting
abortion access.
The Supreme Court became a
political actor when it overturned
Roe v. Wade, and other political
rights centered around freedom
and privacy, including reproductive
health care and marriage equality
are now in jeopardy, Lee said.
The Dobbs v. Jackson ruling,
challenged the constitutionality of
privacy that was central to the Roe
v. Wade decision, which allowed an
individual to make decisions about
their body without the interference
of the government.
A concurring opinion by Justice
Clarence Thomas suggested cases

involving contraception as well as
same-sex marriage and partnerships
should be overturned on the same
basis.
After outcry over the overturning of Roe v. Wade, several
conservative candidates began
to backpedal on their stance on a
national ban.
It’s not just voting for leaders
who are pro-abortion access, it’s
also holding candidates accountable for previous rallies, statements
and actions supporting a national
ban, Harmon said.
Both Sisolak and Lee are up for
re-election. Democratic candidates
in Nevada and nationwide believe
the Supreme Court’s ruling has
energized many Democratic voters.
April Becker, the Republican
challenging Lee, describes herself
as “pro-life, with exceptions for
rape, incest, and the life of the
mother.”
Sisolak’s challenger, Republican
Clark County Sheriff Joe Lombardo, acknowledges the decision
of Nevada voters in 1990 to keep
abortion legal in the state, but also
promises he “will always govern as
a pro-life governor.”
“This isn’t just a national issue,
it comes down to this state,” Sisolak
said Thursday.

Federal legislation would regulate anti-abortion centers
By Camalot Todd
Nevada Current
The first crisis pregnancy center (CPC)
opened its doors in 1967 in Hawaii, after the
state legalized abortion. Now there are at least
2,550 operating in the U.S., including at least
seven in Nevada.
The centers, which are usually operated
by or affiliated with religious non-profits,
have long avoided regulatory requirements
that are standard for facilities providing
healthcare services, such as providing accurate information, truthful advertising, and
protecting the privacy of the those seeking
help from the centers by making the centers
adhere to the Health Insurance Portability and
Accountability Act (HIPAA).
The centers also try locate as close to
abortion clinics as possible. As one center in
Las Vegas boasts on a website page seeking
donations, being “footsteps away” from a
birth care medical clinic “is a huge strategic
advantage” because people seeking abortion
services must pass by the anti-abortion center.
Democratic U.S. Sen. Catherine Cortez
Masto recently signed on as a co-sponsor
of the Stop Anti-Abortion Disinformation
(SAD) Act which would authorize the Federal

Sen. Catherine Cortez Masto at a press conference in Las Vegas in 2021. “Anti-abortion
crisis care centers routinely mislead vulnerable women about the services they provide,
delaying care and jeopardizing women’s health,” Cortez Masto said Friday.
Trade Commission (FTC) to stop deceptive Dina Titus.
advertising relating to abortion services. A
Last year Cortez Masto introduced the
companion bill in the House has 70 co-spon- DATA Privacy Act, which would protect the
sors, including Nevada Democratic Rep. information of those seeking abortion and

reproductive health care from being shared.
“Anti-abortion crisis care centers routinely mislead vulnerable women about the
services they provide, delaying care and
jeopardizing women’s health,” Cortez Masto
said. ”As women continue to seek abortion
services in Nevada, it’s crucial that these fake
clinics are held accountable.”
CPCs have long disseminated misinformation, including falsely tying abortion to
breast cancer, increased mental health issues
and the effect of abortion on future fertility.
The centers are well-funded and have the
political support of anti-abortion politicians,
including in Nevada.
Adam Laxalt, former attorney general and
co-chair of the Trump Campaign in Nevada,
is running against Cortez-Masto.
“Despite the violent attacks targeting crisis
pregnancy centers, Cortez Masto is spending
her time spreading lies and demonizing these
charities,” Laxalt said on Twitter Friday after
Cortez Masto issued a statement supporting
the legislation to rein in anti-abortion disinformation. “I’m proud to stand with women
who give vulnerable and poor mothers support and the ability to choose life.”
(See Anti-Abortion Centers, Page 10)

traitor’ miller is suing me? omg.” Segerblom
followed up with “being sued by mack miller
is like being called ugly by a frog.”
Miller later sued Segerblom for slander
and libel.
McLetchie wrote that Miller’s suit was an
effort to extort Segerblom and draw attention
to his own campaign. Miller also lost a race
for the Nevada Assembly in 2018, and a bid
for Las Vegas mayor in 2019.
District Judge Erika Ballou granted
Segerblom’s motion to dismiss earlier this
summer, noting “the Court finds that Mr.
Segerblom’s tweets regarding being sued by

Mr. Miller are pure opinion and rhetorical
hyperbole incapable of being either true or
false. Therefore, the Court finds that the burden shifts to the Plaintiff to show with prima
facie evidence a probability of prevailing on
the claim and that Plaintiff Miller did not
meet this burden.”
Ballou assessed a $10,000 judgment
against Miller, the statutory penalty awarded
to defendants in SLAPP suits. This week she
granted Segerblom’s motion for attorney fees
of more than $28,000.
Mack did not respond to a request for
comment.

Sergerblom Wins
(Continued from Page 8)
throw a punch.
“Thus, when asked for comment by the
news media on September 22, 2021, Mr.
Segerblom stated that Mr. Miller punched
somebody and that he did so on video,”
Segerblom’s attorney, Maggie McLetchie,
wrote in a motion to dismiss Mack’s lawsuit
under Nevada’s Anti-SLAPP (Strategic Law
Against Public Participation) law, which
protects individuals from being sued for
defamation for speaking truthfully about a
matter of public interest in a public forum.
Videos revealed that Miller “wound up”

in “punching motion”, according to Segerblom’s motion.
Mack disputed Segerblom’s account.
“Rather than seek an apology, clarification, or retraction, Miller retained an attorney
and issued a demand letter ‘seeking the extortionate sum of $500,000.00 ‘to settle this
case without further legal action being taken
against’ Mr. Segerblom,” McLetchie wrote
in the motion.
Segerblom’s motion says he “fought back
with political speech of his own. Specifically,
Mr. Segerblom quote-tweeted his critic’s
attack and mockingly stated: “mack ‘the
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In Utah, drying Great Salt Lake leads to air pollution

By Rachel Frazin
The Hill
Air pollution in Salt Lake City was so bad
last year it set off the fire alarms in Elizabeth
Joy’s clinic.
Joy, a family and sports medicine doctor,
said that her patients had to be evacuated as
part of the emergency response.
Yet in sending the patients outside, the
alarms actually put people in an even more
dangerous position given the city’s air quality
at the time — which was judged to be the
worst in the world on that particular day.
“They moved people outside where they
stood for 45 minutes,” said Joy, a former
chairwoman of the Utah Clean Air Partnership. “They evacuated the clinic, not knowing, initially, that it was actually the outdoor
air pollution that set off the fire alarms in
our building.”
Cars and wildfires contribute to Utah’s air
pollution, but the Great Salt Lake is a less
obvious but important contributor. Sitting
just northwest of Salt Lake City, the largest
saltwater lake in the Western Hemisphere is
drying up because of water use and drought
amid a changing climate, sending dust with
toxic metals — including arsenic — in the
air of a metro area with approximately 1.2
million people.
Particle pollution in the air has been linked
to asthma, heart attacks, worsened lung function and premature death.
Utah is hardly alone in experiencing air
pollution resulting from bodies of water
drying up amid climate change.
Similar issues are playing out near California’s Salton Sea, where the drying sea is
also kicking up dust. Across the world, Iran’s
salty Lake Urmia has also been shrinking, as
has Africa’s Lake Chad and the Caspian Sea
between Europe and Asia.
Carly Ferro, the director of the Sierra
Club’s Utah chapter, said that on a particularly dusty day, the mountains typically visible
near her home disappear, and “you can almost
taste” the dust.
“It really does impact all of the senses,”
she said. “Your eyes — not only visibly see
it, but it also can burn.”
In the Salton Sea area, Mariela Loera, a
policy advocate for the Leadership Counsel
for Justice and Accountability, said that
respiratory problems plague many families.
“Everybody, at least, I would say, from the
people that I’m aware of, at least two people
in each family have some sort of respiratory
illness. A lot of people have asthma, there’s
bloody noses.” — Mariela Loera, a policy
advocate for the Leadership Counsel for
Justice and Accountability
In the Salt Lake City area, heavy metals
including arsenic are also being found in
the dust from the lake. The Environmental
Protection Agency has said that inhaling
arsenic may cause lung cancer, as well as
skin, cardiovascular and neurological effects.
Kevin Perry, an atmospheric sciences
professor at the University of Utah who has
studied the dust coming from the lake, said
that he views the general dust issue as a more
immediate problem, describing the toxic
metals as more of a “long-term” concern.
For the toxic dust, “it takes decades … of
exposure in order to manifest itself in health
issues and so it’s a long term concern,” Perry
said. “If the lake remains low for decades and
the surface continues to pump dust into the
communities, then we’ll eventually start to
see impacts.”
“What I’m more concerned about are these
short duration plumes that come off the lake
that impact people’s health immediately,”
he added.
Joy said the toxic metals issue leaves the
public with a lot of uncertainty.
“[Arsenic] can have system-wide effects
on the human body, the heart, the brain, the
[gastrointestinal] systems, your lungs, your
nervous system,” she said. “But in terms of

People walk on a section of the Great Salt Lake that used to be
underwater on August 2, 2021 near Magna, Utah.
arsenic in the air combined with other forms be thinking about all the implications that that
of air pollution, I think the effect it has on one crop has,” said Ron Gibson, president of
the human body largely remains unknown.” the Utah Farm Bureau Federation.
Water use is a big part
“That one crop turns into milk, it turns into
of Utah’s problem
beef, it turns into pork,” Gibson said.
A combination of drought and water usage
He disagreed with suggestions that farmare causing the Great Salt Lake’s water level ers should be paid not to grow hay, saying
to plummet, exposing more of the lake-bed it would raise the price of feed for other
and releasing more dust.
farmers.
Wayne Wurtsbaugh, a professor emeritus
“That kind of program right there would
of watershed sciences at Utah State Universi- be a javelin in the heart to agriculture in the
ty, said a combination of human activity and state of Utah,” Gibson said.
drought has left half of the lake gone.
Lynn de Freitas, executive director of
The lake has a maximum depth of 35 feet, Friends of the Great Salt Lake, pointed to
the state division of water resources says, but the state’s “use it or lose it” water rights laws
according to Wurtsbaugh’s research, water — which incentivize farmers to use as much
use alone has shaved off 11 feet and reduced water as possible so that they don’t lose their
the lake’s volume by 48 percent.
rights in the future — as another contributor
“That’s about half the volume of the to the problem.
lake, and it exposed about 50 percent of the
She and others cited a new state law that
lakebed,” Wurtsbaugh said. “A lot of that is allows farmers and other water rights holders
creating the dust problems.”
to rent out their water for other uses — inA white paper written by Wurtsbaugh and cluding for lease by conservation groups who
other researchers has sought to estimate how want to return water to the lake — as one way
various uses of water have contributed to the the state is addressing the issue.
lake’s shrinkage. They estimate that among
But she said, more work is needed, includthe causes of the water loss are agriculture ing changes in how water is used by industry
(responsible for 7 feet), mining operations and the general public.
(1.4 feet) and municipal and industrial uses
“We have a lot of work to do to reduce the
(1.3 feet).
way that we consume water in our municipal
One major water use item is hay: a water and industrial operations,” she said. “We’ve
intensive crop that’s used to feed cattle. got to figure out how we can educate the
Gabriel Lozada, an associate professor of public and engage them in being a part of this
economics at the University of Utah estimates solution by using less water overall.”
that hay represents 68 percent of the state’s
Wurtsbaugh also raised concerns about the
water use while making up just 0.2 percent area’s growing population, noting that more
of its GDP.
people means more water use.
“From a society’s point of view, this
A January projection from the University
doesn’t make any sense,” Lozada said.
of Utah found that by 2060, the state’s popu“Water is valuable, but currently, we don’t lation is expected to grow by 66 percent from
treat it that way. We don’t assign it the value where it was in 2020.
that it deserves,” he said.
“There’s a big effort to get people to have
Both Lozada and Wurtsbaugh suggested smaller lawns … or just don’t quite make
that paying farmers not to grow the crop is them quite as green or overwater,” he said
one possible solution. “In a decade you could “Even if we save on a per capita 30 percent
probably get a good share of that water back,” and we increase the population 30 percent
Wurtsbaugh said.
… we’re right where we are now. That popAgricultural interests disagree, noting that ulation growth is something that needs to be
while hay itself only makes up a small portion dealt with.”
of the area’s GDP, it’s important for the local
Drought also plays a role, and Utah state
livestock industry.
climatologist Robert Gillies said that climate
“When we talk about using that agricultur- change worsens the problem.
al water for alfalfa, we need to not be thinking
“It’s not directly causing the drought.
about ‘we’re using it for one crop’ we need to Droughts have been in our past,” Gillies

A chair sits on an exposed sand bar on the southern shore of the Great Salt Lake on
March 3, 2022 near Salt Lake City, Utah. Utah lawmakers passed a $40 million proposal
through the state Senate that would pay water rights holders to conserve and fund habitat
restoration to prevent the lake from shrinking further.

Anti-Abortion Clinics
(Continued from Page 9)
The campaign of Republican candidate
for governor Joe Lombardo, who is running
against democratic incumbent Gov. Steve
Sisolak, paid a crisis pregnancy center in
Las Vegas $1,400 for election events earlier
this year.
CPCs portray themselves as small scale,
local nonprofits, but are often backed by
larger organizations worth billions of dollars, according to National Committee for
Responsive Philanthropy (NCRP) research.
“That is just another example of how they
deceive the public,” said Stephanie Peng,
Movements Research Manager for NCRP.
“Our research on the IRS tax filings for over
a thousand groups engaged in CPC efforts
found revenue of more than $4 billion between 2015-2019, more than half of which
went to larger religious and charitable organizations that house these programs.”
While Democrats in Congress take up
measures to regulate the facilities, some
states and cities around the country have all
attempted to regulate them, but with limited
success.
There are several ways states can start to
regulate the clinics, including requiring CPCs
to disclose the services they do and don’t provide, repeal laws that mandate doctors give
medically inaccurate or biased information
including links between abortion and infertility and breast cancer, and passing laws that
extend HIPAA-like protections to people who
receive services from nonprofits, according

to a study by The Alliance: State Advocates
for Women’s Rights and Gender Equality.
“Our policy recommendations include
mechanisms to hold CPCs accountable for
how they treat pregnant people and promote
transparency regarding how they spend
public money,” said Amal Bass, the Director
of Policy & Advocacy at the Women’s Law
Project, in the report.
Other recommendations for state-level
action include creating a hotline, similar to
fraud lines, where people can report if they’re
being harassed after going to a CPC, had their
personal information sold, were given false
information or duped by deceptive advertising on a CPC’s website.
“The scarcity of access to legitimate health
care, combined with widespread financial
insecurity, is the context that makes people
vulnerable to CPCs,” said Bass.
In the wake of the U.S. Supreme Court’s
Dobbs v Jackson Women’s Health Organization ruling in June which overturned Roe v.
Wade, the lack of state and local regulations
on these clinics allows more vulnerable
groups to be targeted and misled, according
to the NCRP.
The Alliance report also notes that state
and local authorities can ensure that any
publicly funded organizations like schools or
law enforcement point people to reproductive
health care clinics and not to CPCs, and state
attorneys general must be encouraged to
investigate and hold CPCs accountable for
using patient-targeting tactics.

While there are Democratic bills in Congress that would regulating the anti-abortion
centers, it’s not clear if state-level Democrats
in Nevada are similarly motivated.
Asked about regulating the centers,
Sisolak’s campaign instead sent a general
statement about access to abortion, saying the
governor “is committed to expanding access

said. “But there’s no doubt about it: climate
change is altering the trajectory of storms,
it’s altering the magnitude of these storms.”
He said specifically that precipitation in
the area that would have fallen as snow in the
past is now more likely to fall as rain, which
contributes to drier conditions.
“We rely on that snow to melt slowly into
the soil and then down into the aquifers, and
we draw that water from the aquifers for
our irrigation, for our municipal and for our
industrial needs,” Gillies said.
Different state, similar problems
People who live near Southern California’s Salton Sea are facing similar challenges.
One assessment found that 22.4 percent
of elementary school children in the northern
Imperial Valley, near the Salton Sea, have
asthma at a time when that body of water is
also shriveling up.
The Salton Sea is fed by a few rivers, as
well as runoff from local agriculture. Ryan
Sinclair, an associate professor at Loma
Linda University, said that the Salton Sea is
being shrunk by an agreement to divert water.
Some water that would have flowed into
the Salton Sea was diverted instead to San
Diego.
“We did have water flowing in from
the Colorado River,” Sinclair said. “That
stopped with the quantification settlement
agreement.”
That 2003 agreement, aimed at reducing
California’s dependence on the Colorado
River, transferred water out of the Imperial
Valley that otherwise was expected to flow
into the Salton Sea.
“The water balance is now that there’s
not enough to maintain the level, so now the
water level is shrinking,” he added.
As the water level shrinks, more of the
seabed is exposed, sending dust into the air.
David Lo, senior associate dean for research at the University of California, Riverside School of Medicine, said in the Salton
Sea area, the dust’s composition appears to
be part of the problem.
Lo conducted research in which mice were
exposed to both general dust and dust from
the Salton Sea. He said that when exposed
from dust near the Salton Sea, the mice experienced lung inflammation.
“We’re now trying to figure out, if it’s
from the Salton Sea, well what’s in there?”
Lo said.
Lo said in lab studies the mice appear to
be experiencing an atypical type of asthma,
which the body treats more like a bacterial
infection. He added that if people are also
experiencing this atypical asthma, it’s not
clear whether there are different symptoms,
but it’s something he’d like to study further.
It’s also not clear whether typical treatments, like inhalers, are working, he added.
“This community is immigrant, Mexican
agriculture workers. Many of them are undocumented, so actually many of them don’t
have insurance, so they don’t see doctors for
diagnosis, they go see family in Mexico and
inhalers are cheap there,” he said.
“So you can just go see family, get an
inhaler because you think that’s what they
need, but nobody’s doing the clinical study”
to determine whether they actually help, he
added.
Sinclair said that many residents have also
reported bloody noses.
“There’s some other documents about
bloody noses and having this sort of severe
bloody nose issue that comes up in children
around the Salton Sea,” he said. “It’s something that all the community members I’ve
talked to — everybody says it.”
As hotter temperatures caused by climate
change cause more lakes to dry up, people all
over the world could face similar problems.
“There are going to be similar impacts in
other communities affected by increasing
temperatures, drying lakes, increasing dust
emissions,” Lo said.

to care and family planning services, codifying his executive order protecting doctors and
out-of-state patients from punishment, and
making sure abortion remains accessible to
all Nevadans.” Several Nevada legislators,
including Democratic state Senate Majority
Leader Nicole Cannizzaro, did not respond
to requests for comment.
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Queen Elizabeth, the longestserving British monarch, dies
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By Judy Kurtz
The Hill
Queen Elizabeth II has died at
the age of 96, ending the longest
reign for a British head of state in
history, a staggering 70-year tenure
that included the administrations of
14 U.S. presidents and a dramatic
reshaping of the Commonwealth.
The queen “died peacefully”
at Balmoral Castle, her Scottish
estate, on Thursday, Buckingham
Palace announced.
The news of Elizabeth’s death
came just hours after Buckingham
Palace had said that her doctors
were “concerned for Her Majesty’s
health” and that she was remaining
under medical supervision. Earlier
this week, Elizabeth had overseen
the appointment of new British
Prime Minister Liz Truss. But a
virtual meeting the next day of the
queen’s Privy Council was canceled
after doctors advised her to rest.
The future queen took an unexpected path to the throne as a child,
after her uncle, King Edward VIII,
abdicated and her father was proclaimed King George VI.
As a 21-year-old, the next in line
to the British throne said in a radio
address that she intended to dedicate her life to the role: “I declare
before you all that my whole life,
whether it be long or short, shall
be devoted to your service and the
service of our great imperial family
to which we all belong.”
In 1952, at just 27, she became
queen following her father’s death.
Her unprecedented reign included not just cultural and societal
shifts, but changes to the British empire itself. When she was
crowned, Britain had more than
70 territories overseas. Now, that
number stands at 15, after Barbados

removed Elizabeth as its head of
state in December.
Elizabeth gave birth to her eldest son and heir apparent, Prince
Charles, in 1948. The queen and
her husband, Prince Philip, went
on to welcome three other children:
Princess Anne, Prince Andrew and
Prince Edward.
In her lifetime, the queen met
with all but one of the American
presidents, Lyndon Johnson, since
Harry Truman. She delivered an
address to a joint meeting of Congress, becoming the first British
monarch to do so, in 1991. She met
with President Biden in June for the
first time since he entered office.
Though she rarely granted interviews, American political leaders
often heaped praise on Elizabeth.
“I don’t think she’d be insulted,
but she reminded me of my mother,
the look of her and just the generosity,” Biden said after meeting with
Elizabeth earlier this year.

Former first lady Michelle
Obama wrote in her 2018 memoir
that the queen was “warm and
personable” when she met her and
that the two bonded over their uncomfortable shoes.
“I confessed then to the Queen
that my feet were hurting. She confessed that hers hurt, too. We looked
at each other then with identical
expressions, like, When is all this
standing around with world leaders
going to finally wrap up? And with
this, she busted out with a fully
charming laugh,” Obama wrote in
“Becoming.”
Former President Trump said
he shared a “great relationship”
with the British monarch, saying
during his 2019 visit to the United
Kingdom that “her people said she
hasn’t had so much fun in 25 years.”
In June, Elizabeth reached a
historic milestone, with London
playing host to a massive, fourday Platinum Jubilee celebration

to mark the monarch’s 70 years on
the throne.
The queen missed part of the extravaganza, a thanksgiving church
service, after Buckingham Palace
said she experienced “some discomfort” at Jubilee events.
Following the spectacle, Elizabeth said in a statement that she was
“inspired by the kindness, joy and
kinship that has been so evident in
recent days.”
“And I hope this renewed sense
of togetherness will be felt for many
years to come,” she said at the time.
Described as a private person
in one of the world’s most public roles, Elizabeth — who was
named Time magazine’s ”Woman
of the Year” in 1953 — became
a cultural icon of sorts as queen.
Countless performers have portrayed the monarch on television
and the big screen: Helen Mirren
won an Academy Award when she
took on the title role in 2006’s “The

Queen,” while Claire Foy and Olivia Colman both took home Emmy
awards for their turns as Elizabeth
in Netflix’s “The Crown.”
She held the Guinness World
Record for “most currencies featuring the same individual,” with her
image appearing on the coins of at
least 35 different countries.
Throughout the countless world
events and elections she lived
through, Elizabeth upheld the royal family’s protocol requiring its
members to “remain strictly neutral
with respect to political matters.”
She also remained a steady presence amid the scandalous storms,
personal dramas, and tragedies that
the royal family faced throughout
her reign, including the 1997 death
of her former daughter-in-law,
Princess Diana, sexual assault allegations against Andrew and claims
of racism.
Meghan, the Duchess of Sussex,
whose mother is Black and father
is white and who is married to
Elizabeth’s grandson Prince Harry,
said in a 2021 interview that there
were conversations within the royal family when she was pregnant
about “how dark” the skin of her
child would be. The couple later
said neither Elizabeth nor Philip,
who died last year at 99, made the
skin tone comments.
In a rare move, Elizabeth took to
the airwaves in the spring of 2020
to address her country in a rallying
cry of sorts amid the increasingly
deadly coronavirus pandemic.
“We should take comfort that
while we may have more still to
endure, better days will return,”
she said at the time. “We will be
with our friends again; we will be
with our families again; we will
meet again.”

Queen Elizabeth’s old-school virtues
Britain’s longest-reigning monarch always accepted her responsibilities with grace and humility.

By Peggy Noonan
Wall Street Journal
“For the British people, Victoria
was more than an individual, more
even than the queen,” Robert K.
Massie wrote in “Dreadnought:
Britain, Germany, and the Coming
of the Great War.” “She was — and
had been as long as most of them
could remember — a part of the
fabric of their lives. She embodied
history, tradition, government, and
the structure and morality of their
society. They trusted her to remain
there, always to do her duty, always
to give order to their lives. She did
not disappoint them. In return, they
gave her their allegiance, their devotion — and their esteem.”
We all knew it was coming yet it
feels like a blow. A mighty presence
has passed, one who meant more to
us perhaps than we’d noticed.
The reign of Queen Elizabeth II
surpassed Victoria’s (1837-1901)
in September 2015. For the vast
majority of her people, she was the
only monarch they had ever known.
Her life spanned almost a century,
through wars, through empire and
its decline, through every cultural
and political shift. And in all that
time she was a symbol of continuity, stability and soundness.
There will be, mostly but not
only in Britain, a surge of sentiment
as if a big page has been turned
and we very much don’t want it
to turn—we don’t want to get to
the end of that book, don’t want
to close it.
Her virtues were old-school
virtues.
—She accepted her life with
grace. When she became queen
at 25 she recognized it as her duty
and destiny. She was a member of
a particular family and the heir to
a particular throne. She had a duty
to the people of her country and
would sacrifice a great deal — privacy, leisure, some faint sense of
control of one’s life — to meet it.
She represented the permanent over
the merely prevalent.
Sally Bedell Smith, in her great
biography “Elizabeth the Queen:
the Life of a Modern Monarch,”
quoted the British journalist Rebecca West, who observed that
the monarch is “the emblem of the
state, the symbol of our national
life, the guardian of our self-respect.” But it was more than that,
too; you didn’t have to be English
to appreciate what she was doing.
—She did what she said she’d
do. After her father’s death, she

met with the leaders of Britain at
St. James’s Palace. In a clear voice
she declared: “By the sudden death
of my dear father, I am called to assume the duties and responsibilities
of sovereignty. ... I shall always
work, as my father did throughout
his reign, to advance the happiness
and prosperity of my peoples. ...
I pray that God will help me to
discharge worthily this heavy task
that has been lain upon me so early
in my life.” She did, and everyone
watching over the years could see it.
—She gave it everything she
had. She was conscientious, serious-minded, responsible. Every day
but Christmas and Easter Sunday
and wherever she was, she directed
her energies to the red leather dispatch boxes of official government
papers, Foreign Office cables,
budget documents, intelligence
reports. She was deskbound as long
as needed, often working into the
evening. After that the private audiences, public events, consultations.
She didn’t flag.
—It wasn’t about her. The important thing was the institution,
the monarchy, and its responsibility
to its subjects. She wanted to be a
queen the country adhered to and
was proud of, so she maintained
dignity. She knew her role. She
didn’t show moods or take sides,
never tried to win the crowd, didn’t
attempt to establish a reputation for
wit or good nature. She was in her
public dealings placid, as a great
nation’s queen would be. “She has
been, as someone once said, the
light above politics,” Ms. Smith
said Thursday on CNN. “Even
when I’d watch her at royal events

she would hesitate to clap or smile
because she didn’t want to show
favoritism. She has wanted to be a
force for everybody and a glue for
the nation, and that sort of exterior
has been important.”
—She was a woman of faith. At
her 1953 coronation in Westminster
Abbey, the most important moment
happened outside of television
range. It was when the archbishop
of Canterbury poured holy oil and
anointed the new queen, “making
a sign of the cross on the palms of
each of her hands, her forehead,
and exposed upper chest,” Ms.
Smith wrote. (Victoria hadn’t al-

lowed her archbishop to touch her
chest.) Elizabeth felt the anointing
“sanctified her before God to serve
her people.” Her friends said it was
the anointing, not the crowning, that
made her queen.
—She understood her role. She
was the longest reigning monarch in
British history, a continuous thread
to the past. Decades passed but the
thread remained and never broke,
which suggested things would hold
together, and everything in the end
would be all right. She understood
that in the tumultuous 20th century
the idea of continuity itself was a
gift to her country. She had to be
reliable, and was.
—Because of all this, when she
entered the room, Britain entered
the room. Majesty entered, something old and hallowed and rich in
meaning, something going back to
tribes that painted themselves blue
and forward to the Magna Carta. It
was mysterious, but I saw it once:
She entered a hall full of voices
and suddenly, silence. It was only
a few years ago, but I realized that
in a time when personal stature is
mindlessly thrown off or meanly
taken, hers had only increased.
There is something so touching
in the way she had begun in the
past few years to laugh and smile
so much, to show her joy, her simple pleasure in being there. You
saw it in pictures taken this week,
which showed her seeing off an

old prime minister and seeing in
a new one, wearing a plaid skirt
and long gray cardigan, holding
her cane and laughing merrily. I
think of how moved I was by the
clip a few months ago of the queen
and Paddington Bear, in which
she divulged what she kept in her
purse — a marmalade sandwich.
The royal band outside struck up
Freddie Mercury, and she kept time
with a spoon on her teacup. I didn’t
know when I saw it why it moved
me so much, and realized: because
my mind was saying don’t go old
friend, we’ll miss you.
The great of Britain have been
talking for years about how sad it
will be when she departs. They’re
about to be taken aback by how
deep and pervasive the mourning
is. Britain is braced for hard times;
people won’t easily lose such a
figure of stability and continuity.
“King Charles” will sound strange
on the tongue.
And they loved her.
Now I am imagining the royal
funeral, the procession, the carriages of state going slowly down
the mall, the deep crowds on each
side. The old will come in their
chairs and the crowd will kindly
put them in front, the best view, to
wave goodbye to their friend, with
whom they had experienced such
history together.
Requiescat in pace, Elizabeth
Regina.
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Trump pays tribute to ‘grand, beautiful’
Queen Elizabeth II: ‘Nobody like her!’
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By Samuel Chamberlain
New York Post
Former President Donald Trump paid his
respects to the late British Queen Elizabeth
II on Thursday, writing in a lengthy post on
his Truth Social platform that “there was
nobody like her.”
“Melania and I are deeply saddened to
learn of the loss of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II,” the 45th president began. “Together
with our family and fellow Americans, we
send our sincere condolences to the Royal
Family and the people of the United Kingdom
during this time of great sorrow and grief.”
“Queen Elizabeth’s historic and remarkable reign left a tremendous legacy of peace
and prosperity for Great Britain,” Trump
continued.
“Her leadership and enduring diplomacy
secured and advanced alliances with the
United States and countries around the world.
However, she will always be remembered
for her faithfulness to her country and her
unwavering devotion to her fellow countrymen and women. Melania and I will always
cherish our time together with the Queen, and
never forget Her Majesty’s generous friendship, great wisdom, and wonderful sense of
humor. What a grand and beautiful lady she
was—there was nobody like her!”
“Our thoughts and prayers will remain
with the great people of the United Kingdom
as you honor her most meaningful life and
exceptional service to the people,” the former
president’s message concluded. “May God
bless the Queen, may she reign forever in
our hearts, and may God hold her and Prince
Philip in abiding care.”

Trump remembered Queen Elizabeth and remarked that “there was nobody like her.”
In a separate post, Trump hailed the new Balmoral estate in Scotland at the age of 96,
British king, Charles III, saying he would spanned the terms of 14 US presidents — 13
be “a Great and Wonderful King. He dearly of whom she met in person (Lyndon Johnson
loves the United Kingdom and all that it was the only chief executive who missed out).
represents to the World. He will prove to be
Former President Barack Obama and foran inspiration to everyone. Queen Elizabeth mer first lady Michelle Obama said in their
has been, and will be from above, very proud joint statement Thursday that the late Queen
of King Charles III.”
had “captivated the world” throughout her
The reign of Elizabeth, who died at her seven-decade reign and served as a “beacon

of hope and stability for the people of the
United Kingdom and the world.”
“Like so many, Michelle and I are grateful
to have witnessed Her Majesty’s dedicated
leadership, and we are awed by her legacy
of tireless, dignified public service,” the
Obamas added. “Our thoughts are with her
family and the people of the United Kingdom
at this difficult time.”
“Laura and I were honored to have known
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. She was a
woman of great intellect, charm, and wit,”
former President George W. Bush said in a
statement. “Spending time at Buckingham
Palace, and having tea with Her Majesty
— and her Corgis — is among our fondest
memories of the presidency.
“Queen Elizabeth ably led England
through dark moments with her confidence
in her people and her vision for a brighter
tomorrow,” the 43rd president said. “Our
world benefitted from her steady resolve, and
we are grateful for her decades of service as
sovereign. Americans in particular appreciate
her strong and steadfast friendship. Laura
and I join our fellow citizens in sending our
heartfelt condolences to the Royal family and
the British people.”
Former President Bill Clinton said the
late Queen “led Britain through great transformations with unfailing grace, dignity, and
genuine care for the welfare of all its people.
In sunshine or storm, she was a source of
stability, serenity and strength.”
“Our thoughts and prayers are with the
Royal Family,” Clinton continued, “and all
the people Her Majesty inspired throughout
her lifetime of service.”

By Judy Kurtz
The Hill
King Charles III vowed to “uphold the
constitutional principles at the heart of our
nation” as he delivered a stirring tribute to his
mother, Queen Elizabeth II, during his first
televised address since ascending the throne.
“The affection, admiration, and respect
she inspired became the hallmark of her
reign,” Charles said on Friday following the
death of his mother a day earlier. Buckingham Palace said the 96-year-old queen “died
peacefully” at Balmoral Castle, the royal
family’s Scottish estate.
“As every member of my family can
testify, she combined these qualities with
warmth, humor, and an unerring ability
always to see the best in people,” Charles,
Elizabeth’s 73-year-old son, said in his first
speech as king.
Charles nodded to the past and his mother’s historic 70-year reign, but also outlined
a “time of change” for the royal family.
The king announced new titles for his family members, saying his “darling wife,” Camilla, would become Queen Consort. Charles
said his son Prince William and William’s

lives overseas,” Charles said of his 37-yearold son and daughter-in-law. The couple
stepped down as full-time working members
of the royal family and moved to California
in late 2020.
“When the queen came to the throne,
Britain and the world were still coping with
the privations and aftermath of the Second
World War and still living by the conventions
of earlier times,” Charles told viewers in the
pre-recorded message.
“In the course of the last 70 years, we have
seen our society become one of many cultures
and many faiths. The institutions of the state
have changed in turn.”
“Our values have remained, and must remain, constant,” Charles said. “The role and
the duties of monarchy also remain.”
Charles also noted remarks his mother made more than 75 years ago, when
then-Princess Elizabeth addressed the British
people in a radio broadcast to mark her 21st
birthday and delivered a now-famous pledge.
“I declare before you all that my whole
life, whether it be long or short, shall be devoted to your service and the service of our
great imperial family to which we all belong,”

Elizabeth said at the time.
“As the queen herself did with such unswerving devotion,” Charles said, “I, too,
now solemnly pledge myself, throughout
the remaining time God grants me, to uphold
the constitutional principles at the heart of
our nation.”
“And wherever you may live in the United
Kingdom, or in the realms and territories
across the world, and whatever may be your
background or beliefs, I shall endeavor to
serve you with loyalty, respect and love, as I
have throughout my life.”
Thanking the public for the outpouring
of condolences, Charles said, “They mean
more to me than I can ever possibly express.”
“In our sorrow, let us remember and draw
strength from the light of her example.”
“And to my darling mama,” Charles said
as he ended his address, “as you begin your
last great journey to join my dear late papa, I
want simply to say this: Thank you.”
“Thank for your love and devotion to our
family and to the family of nations you have
served so diligently all these years,” he said.
“May flights of angels sing thee to thy
rest.”

Flowers and a portrait, are laid outside of Windsor Castle, Berkshire, following Thursday’s
death of Queen Elizabeth II, Friday Sept. 9, 2022.
A Royal Air Force aircraft will fly the cof- taken to Buckingham Palace.
A procession will take it from the palace
fin from Edinburgh Airport to RAF Northolt,
to
the Palace of Westminster, where the
a Royal Air Force station in west London, on
houses
of Parliament meet, on Wednesday.
Tuesday afternoon. The coffin will then be

The archbishop of Canterbury will conduct
a short service as the coffin reaches Westminster, which the king and members of the
royal family will also attend.
The queen will lie in state there, allowing
the public the visit, for four days until the
state funeral. The coffin will be taken from
the Palace of Westminster to Westminster
Abbey on the morning of the funeral.
After the funeral concludes, the coffin will
travel in a procession from Westminster Abbey to Wellington Arch to Windsor Castle. It
will then travel to St. George’s Chapel within
the castle for a committal service.
The plan for the steps to take following
the queen’s death, known as Operation London Bridge, has been in place for decades.
Buckingham Palace is putting into effect an
alternative known as Operation Unicorn, the
contingency plan for London Bridge in the
event that the queen died in Scotland instead
of England.
President Biden has confirmed that he
plans to attend the queen’s funeral.

Charles pays tribute to queen, wishes Harry,
Meghan ‘love’ in his first speech as the king

wife, Kate Middleton, would “continue to
inspire and lead our national conversations.”
He also took time to wish his younger
son, Prince Harry, and Harry’s wife, Meghan
Markle, well following years of tension after
an explosive interview with Oprah Winfrey
in 2021 alleging a toxic environment and
racist attacks.
“I want also to express my love to Harry
and Meghan as they continue to build their

Buckingham Palace announces arrangements for
Queen Elizabeth’s funeral at Westminster Abbey
By Jared Gans
The Hill
Queen Elizabeth II’s funeral will be held
at Westminster Abbey on Sept. 19, after
members of the public are given an opportunity to pay their respects as she lies in state
in Edinburgh and London, the royal family
announced Saturday.
Buckingham Palace said in a statement
that the queen’s coffin is at her summer residence, Balmoral Castle, in Scotland, where
she died on Thursday at the age of 96.
The coffin will travel to Edinburgh on
Sunday to lie in the Palace of Holyroodhouse,
the British monarch’s official residence in
Scotland.
A procession will form on the forecourt of
the palace on Monday to escort the coffin to
St. Giles’ Cathedral. King Charles III and the
royal family will take part in the procession
and then attend a service to receive the coffin.
The queen’s coffin will lie in the cathedral
until Tuesday, allowing the people of Scotland to come and pay their respects to her.

Biden says he’ll attend Queen Elizabeth’s funeral

By Alex Gangitano
The Hill
President Biden said Friday that
he plans to attend Queen Elizabeth
II’s funeral, following the British
head of state’s death the previous
day.
“Yes. I don’t know what the
details are yet, but I’ll be going,”
Biden told reporters while on a trip
to Ohio.
The funeral could take place on
Sept. 19, which would be 10 days
after her death, at Westminster Abbey in London.
The plan for the queen’s death,
which is called Operation London
Bridge, has been in place for de-

cades and outlines the protocol for
each day up until the funeral.
The president, along with many
other world leaders, is currently
scheduled to be in New York on
Sept. 19 for the beginning of the
United Nations General Assembly.
Earlier on Friday, the White
House would not confirm if the
president would attend the funeral.
“One of the things that we want
to be mindful of, as you all know,
there’s a process,” White House
press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre
told reporters.
The president has honored the
life of the queen in various ways
since her death, putting out an

official statement, signing a condolence book at the British Embassy
and mentioning her at the top of
remarks at a Democratic National
Committee (DNC) event on Thursday evening.
“I had the opportunity to meet
her before she passed and she was
an incredibly decent and gracious
woman. And the thoughts and
prayers of the American people
are with the people of the United
Kingdom and the Commonwealth
in their grief,” he said.
During the DNC event, Biden
told a Daily Mail reporter that
he would “probably” attend the
queen’s funeral.
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Queen Elizabeth II and Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, on June 2, 1953.

Queen Elizabeth II in Belfast, Ireland on June 27, 2012.

Five big moments from Queen
Elizabeth II’s 70-year reign
By Julia Manchester
The Hill
Queen Elizabeth II’s death marks the end
of a 70-year era for the United Kingdom and
a turning point for British culture and identity.
The queen, who was never meant to ascend to the throne, has served through more
than 170 prime ministers of the realm and 13
U.S. presidents.
On Tuesday, she met with Britain’s newest
prime minister, Liz Truss, the 15th of the
queen’s reign.
Here are five big moments from Queen
Elizabeth’s decades on the throne:
Ascension to the throne
The queen’s ascension to the throne was
not originally in the cards for the-then Princess Elizabeth when she was born to the duke
and duchess of York in 1926. Her life changed
forever after her uncle, King Edward VIII,
abdicated the throne 10 years later, making
her father, King George VI, putting her on a
direct path to the British throne.
In 1952, Elizabeth’s life changed even
more drastically when she received news on
tour in Kenya that her father unexpectedly
died from smoking-related health issues.
Soon afterward, she returned to the U.K. as
queen.
With her ascension to the throne came a
new era for Britain and its empire.
The world was still recovering from World
War II and the British Empire was in decline.
India, often referred to as the “jewel” in the
crown, declared independence from colonial
powers five years before the queen’s coronation in 1953. Three years after her coronation,
the U.K. withdrew troops from the Suez Canal in Egypt, marking a serious blow to the
country’s status as a global power.
But it was the queen’s coronation itself
that symbolized a new era for the nation. The
ceremony was complete with ancient and religious traditions including the robes, regalia
and anointing of the queen with holy oil. The
ceremony was also the first to be televised.
An estimated 277 million people around
the world tuned in to the event, officially
making television a mainstream medium in
and out of homes. Today, it is expected that
royal events, including weddings, funerals
and coronations, are televised.
Northern Ireland
Like past British monarchs, Elizabeth’s
reign has seen strife in Ireland. The queen
reigned during the Troubles, a roughly threedecade-long sectarian conflict in Northern
Ireland between Irish nationalists, who are
overwhelmingly Catholic, and pro-British
unionists, who are almost exclusively Protestant.
The conflict, which raged from the late
1960s until it was largely ended by a 1998
peace agreement, dealt a deeply personal
blow for the royal family when Prince Philip’s uncle, Lord Louis Mountbatten, was
killed by the Irish Republican Army (IRA)
while out on his fishing boat with his family
in the Republic of Ireland.
Despite the tension, the queen made sure
she was still a presence in Northern Ireland.
She made 25 visits to the country, including
three before she ascended the throne. One of
her most notable visits took place in 2012,
demonstrating how far both sides had moved
from the darkest days of the conflict. She met
and shook hands with former IRA Commander Martin McGuinness on that occasion.

“That remarkable woman has made a
great contribution to peace in Ireland,” McGuinness, by then a prominent politician,
reportedly said after the meeting. “Shaking
hands with me was an important step in cementing the peace process and I hold her in
great esteem for doing something that can’t
have been easy for her.”
Diana
Perhaps one of the biggest challenges
for the queen during her reign was Princess
Diana’s effect on the public perception of
the monarchy. The former princess of Wales
revolutionized her role, presenting herself as
warmer and more relatable than the rest of
the royal family. Additionally, Diana came
with star power and celebrity that threatened
to overpower the roughly 1,000-year-old
institution.
Throughout the course of Diana’s declining marriage and divorce from Prince

Charles, the family’s personal dynamics were
publicized in an extremely unflattering light.
Rumors and coverage of animosity between
the couple and extramarital affairs dominated
media and tabloid coverage in the late 1980s
and early 1990s before the couple separated
in 1992. That drama still dominates entertainment media to some extent today.
In 1995, Diana made global headlines
during a controversial BBC “Panorama”
interview in which she divulged details of
her troubled relationship with Charles and
the royal family as a whole, suggesting the
institution of the monarchy viewed her as a
threat.
Last year, the BBC apologized after an
investigation found that “deceitful” measures were used to get Diana to agree to the
interview.
However, it was Diana’s death in 1997 that
proved to be one of the most significant crises

Princess Diana and Prince Charles at their wedding on on July 29, 1981.

Boris Johnson and Queen Elizabeth II on July 24, 2019.

seen by the queen during her reign. Despite
the widespread outpouring of grief from
around the world, the queen did not publicly
address Diana’s death until five days after it
happened. The queen notably bowed her head
to Diana’s coffin as it passed by during the
funeral procession, a sign of her respect for
the late princess.
The delay in publicly acknowledging
Diana’s death initially led to backlash from
much British public, but the queen appeared
to learn a number of lessons from the tragedy. In the years following Diana’s death, the
monarchy revamped its public image. The
institution was also made more modern by the
coming of age of Charles and Diana’s sons,
Prince William and Prince Harry.
Brexit
The queen reigned during the creation of
the European Union in 1993, but later saw the
U.K.’s historic exit from the union in 2020.
The queen and the royal family make an
effort of staying out of political matters and it
remains unclear how she felt about the U.K.’s
vote to leave the European Union. In 2018,
she told the king and queen of the Netherlands that the U.K. is looking “toward a new
partnership with Europe.” The following
year, she appeared to make another reference
to Brexit when she called for “respecting different points of view” and “coming together
to seek out the common ground.”
“As we look for new answers in the modern age, I for one prefer the tried and tested
recipes, like speaking well of each other and
respecting different points of view; coming
together to seek out the common ground;
and never losing sight of the bigger picture,”
she said.
Family issues continued
until the end of her reign
The twilight of the queen’s reign has been
fraught with drama not seen since the 1990s,
leading many to question the future of the
monarchy without her.
In 2014, the queen’s son Prince Andrew
was accused of having had a sexual relationship with Virginia Giuffre, a minor who
was allegedly sex trafficked by American
financier and convicted sex offender Jeffrey
Epstein. For years Andrew’s friendship and
connection with Epstein had drawn criticism.
Later in November of 2019, Andrew gave
what many have referred to as an ill-advised
interview to the BBC, hoping to clear the
air about his friendship and ties to Epstein.
However, the interview did just the opposite,
effectively tarnishing the prince’s image.
In 2020, Andrew stepped back from public
duties, and earlier this year, he handed his
honorary military affiliations and patronages
back to the queen and settled a civil lawsuit
from Giuffre out of court.
Prince Harry and his wife, Meghan, the
Duchess of Sussex’s decision to step back
from royal duties in 2020 has also had major
ramifications on the monarchy.
The couple’s exit from their royal duties
has seen a number of revelations about the
duchess’s short tenure as a working royal. In
March of 2021, the couple took part in a tellall interview with Oprah Winfrey in which
they accused the members of the royal fold of
racism and mistreatment against the duchess.
The allegations reminded many of Diana’s
past allegations against the institution, as well
as her personal tensions with the queen and
members of the royal family.

Queen Elizabeth II, Prince Harry and Meghan, Duchess of Sussex on June 26, 2018.

Florida judge throws Trump and the DOJ
curveball with special master decision
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By Morgan Chalfant and Rebecca Beitsch
The Hill
The decision by a federal judge in Florida
to grant former President Trump’s request
for a special master is poised to shake up
the investigation into his handling of highly
classified documents while dragging out the
polarizing fight.
Legal experts say the decision is a major
curveball in the Justice Department’s probe,
which could delay it for at least a few weeks,
and forces the agency to weigh whether and
how to battle the decision.
The developments represent a win for
Trump, who had pushed for the appointment
of a third-party special master to review documents seized by the FBI after they searched
his Mar-a-Lago property Aug. 8.
It’s a move that has upset a series of
steady victories by a Justice Department that
time and again has shown the magnitude of
classified information stored at Mar-a-Lago,
while shifting the cries of a politicized process from Trump’s backers to those perplexed
by the ruling.
“It throws a significant wrench in the
government’s investigation. In fact, it shuts
it down for the moment until further notice.
And we’re in a ‘Mother may I?’ pose, where
the government can’t do anything with the
evidence that it’s seized until it’s blessed to
do so, expressly authorized to do so, by this
judge, which means that the investigation
is essentially held hostage at the moment,”
Jeff Robbins, a former federal prosecutor and
congressional investigative counsel, told The
Hill. “You have to assume that at Mar-a-Lago
they are singing ‘It’s beginning to look a lot
like Christmas.’ “
The decision is viewed as unusual and has
triggered some criticism of District Judge
Aileen Cannon, the Trump appointee who
issued the order on Monday and who some
argue appeared too solicitous of the former
president.
“It is unusual, but of course the whole
underlying circumstances are unusual,”
said Jack Sharman, a white-collar criminal
defense attorney, of the order. “That sort of
puts an asterisk, so to speak, on some of the
impact of the decision.”
Cannon’s ruling was largely focused on
the optics — arguing that “a commitment
to the appearance of fairness is critical, now
more than ever” — even if Trump gains little
from the exercise.
“Plaintiff ultimately may not be entitled

to return of much of the seized property or
to prevail on his anticipated claims of privilege. That inquiry remains for another day,”
she wrote.
“For now, the circumstances surrounding
the seizure in this case and the associated
need for adequate procedural safeguards are
sufficiently compelling to at least get plaintiff
past the courthouse doors.”
Cannon gave Trump and the Justice Department until Friday to team up, directing
them to “meaningfully confer” and jointly
submit a list of proposed candidates.
But beyond this week, it’s not clear how
the timeline will play out.
An appeal from the Justice Department
would likely add to the delay the investigation
will now face, but without a court-imposed
deadline, a special master’s work could also
take weeks.
Still, the blow from the ruling is one
experts say the agency cannot simply stand
by and accept.
Barbara McQuade, a former U.S. attorney
who worked on the Justice Department’s
transition under the Biden administration,
said that Cannon’s order raises a number of
questions, not least among them being the
lack of clarity around her directive that investigators not use any of the search material
they obtained until after the special master
has finished his or her work.
“To what extent is that direct utilization, or
do you have to replace the whole investigative team?” McQuade asked. “To the extent
people have reviewed it, you can’t unsee what

you have seen.”
McQuade said the Justice Department
could ask for more clarity in the next filing
and potentially try to narrow the scope of
her order.
Any missteps on the investigative front
carry serious risks for prosecutors working
the case.
“One doesn’t know how long the Department of Justice will be crippled, but for the
moment it is crippled. If they do anything,
directly or indirectly, with the evidence that
they seized on Aug. 8, they run the very serious risk that a judge, perhaps this judge, will
find that all of the evidence is inadmissible
and has been tainted, as lawyers like to say,
as fruit of a poisonous tree,” Robbins, the
former federal prosecutor, said — undercutting any eventual case they may wish to bring
against Trump.
But not all see the special master as a
major disruption.
“The government’s position is, it will
have a considerable dampening effect on it
in terms of time but that may be overstated,”
Sharman said.
“The order seems to contemplate a matter
of weeks, not months, to get all this done.”
The order is also unwinding early victories
for the Justice Department as filing after filing
— many unsealed by judicial order — offered
up details as to the strength of the case it was
building from the Mar-a-Lago search, often
making it more difficult for some of Trump’s
usual defenders to offer their backing.
“What it will do is feed the argument. The

Trump team will say this just shows that a
federal judge has found that the execution of
the search warrant was politically motivated
or was suspicious or was conducted in an
unfair way. She hasn’t made, really, any of
those findings. … There has been no evidence
presented to the judge of any kind, that the
Department of Justice did anything wrong,
at any level,” Robbins said.
“But the ruling will absolutely be invoked
by every Trump ally on conservative media
as a vindication of these general lies, conclusory baseless attacks on the Department
of Justice,” he added.
“That’s unfortunate, because that actually does create a lack of faith in the system.
And it’s an unwarranted lack of faith in the
system.”
Trump seemed to react to the development
by posting to his platform Truth Social that
it “takes courage and ‘guts’ to fight a totally
corrupt Department of ‘Justice’ and the FBI,”
without explicitly mentioning the ruling on
the special master.
McQuade said the ruling itself “suggested a little bit of a favor” toward Trump by
describing the FBI search of his property as
“unannounced” and by describing Trump as
in a “league of his own.”
The Justice Department requested a
warrant only after it learned that even after
a May subpoena, Trump’s legal team likely
did not return all classified information the
former president had in his possession after
leaving office. In the course of the department’s search, agents found another 100
classified documents — noting in a briefing
that in hours they were able to find twice the
number of classified materials as Trump’s
team did over weeks.
McQuade also said it was “highly inappropriate” for Cannon to issue a preliminary
order saying that she was inclined to grant
Trump’s request, before hearing the arguments.
In deciding whether to appeal the ruling,
McQuade said Justice Department attorneys
will need to weigh the potential for such a
move to delay the investigation in such a way
that they are not able to complete it before the
end of President Biden’s first term.
Trump is expected to mount another run
for president, meaning it’s possible he could
enter office without the investigation having
been completed.
“He could shut down the investigation or
even pardon himself,” McQuade said.

Trump special master ruling ‘troubling,’ legal experts say

By Rebecca Beitsch
The Hill
A federal judge’s ruling granting
former President Trump’s request
for a special master has generated
a range of intense reactions from
legal experts, who have called it
unusual, lacking in legal reasoning,
“absurd” and offering undue favoritism to a former president.
The ruling in favor of Trump by
federal district court Judge Aileen
Cannon has been a head-scratcher
for many attorneys, who say the
court left behind many unanswered
questions while also blocking an
unprecedented investigation of a
former president.
“It does seem to reflect a fair
amount of bending and stretching
of the law in numerous different respects,” said Jeff Robbins, a former
federal prosecutor and congressional investigative counsel.
Cannon surprised observers by
indicating last month before she had
heard any arguments in the case that
she was inclined to grant Trump’s
request.
It’s a detail that has gotten
renewed attention, as experts say
the ruling fails to deliver meeting
the legal tests lawyers are trained
to analyze while asking the special
master to resolve major legal questions as Trump argues executive
privilege should allow him to withhold executive branch documents
from the current administration.
In her Labor Day ruling, Cannon
repeatedly stressed optics as a rationale for having a third-party special
master review the more than 10,000
documents taken during the search.
“A commitment to the appearance of fairness is critical, now
more than ever,” she wrote, noting
that Trump may gain little from the
exercise.
“Plaintiff ultimately may not be
entitled to return of much of the
seized property or to prevail on his
anticipated claims of privilege. That
inquiry remains for another day,”
she wrote.
The order puts the DOJ’s investigation on ice, barring investigators
from reviewing any evidence until
the special master is appointed and
completes their review.

Robbins said in order to grant
an injunction to block a party
from taking an action, the plaintiff
must show not only a likelihood of
ultimately succeeding in the case,
but that they would be irreparably
harmed if the request was not
granted.
“There was essentially not even
lip service paid for these requirements. … That’s sort of, you know,
frankly, injunction law 101,” he
said.
Much of Cannon’s ruling focused on potential damage to
Trump’s reputation that could stem
from the investigation, musing that
details about the investigation could
be leaked to the media.
But much of what the public
knows about the investigation has
been through court-ordered unsealing of DOJ records as well as from
Trump himself.
“And matter of fact, the only
leak that has occurred in this is a
leak by the former president himself of the existence of the search.
So that to me is a glaring example
of just ignoring the standards for
granting an injunction,” Robbins
said.
Others see the consideration of
his status as a former president as
inappropriately elevating Trump
compared to others who would be
unlikely to get similar treatment if
their home were searched in the
course of a criminal investigation.
“The judge said that she thought
that the fact that Donald Trump
is a former president gives him

heightened reputational interests,
that there’s more reason in this case
to be worried about the reputational
damage that a criminal charge could
inflict than there is in a normal case.
That strikes me as wrong and troubling in a country where nobody’s
supposed to be above the law,” said
David Alan Sklansky, a professor
at Stanford Law School and an expert in the Fourth Amendment and
constraints on prosecutorial power.
Sklansky said Trump has a
greater ability than most people
caught up in criminal investigations
to air their side of the story.
“His brand at this point is kind
of tied up in his battles against the
government. So I think that he’s
suffering less reputational injury
than most people do when it’s announced that they’re the subject of
a criminal investigation,” he added.
While the order spends ample
time considering Trump’s arguments it spends relatively little
considering the government’s argument that a special master would
seriously hamper its investigation,
covering one of the Department of
Justice’s principal objections with
just a few sentences.
But experts say some of the
more perplexing aspects of the order are those surrounding executive
privilege, warning the ruling sets a
dangerous precedent for allowing
a former executive to hamstring a
successor.
The Department of Justice
(DOJ) argued that Trump’s very
claim that some of the documents

were protected by executive privilege proves their point — that they
are government property and must
be maintained by the National
Archives.
But Cannon said the DOJ “arguably overstates the law” on the limits a former president has, leaving it
to the special master to review the
documents for both attorney-client
protected materials — a relatively
common service they provide to
the court — and materials covered
by executive privilege, which is an
entirely unprecedented role.
“It’s the kind of legal issue that
courts and judges resolve generally,
not special masters,” said Slansky,
who himself has served as a special
master.
While Cannon’s ruling directs
the special master to consider executive privilege, she does not lay
out how.
“Why would you outsource it? If
you’ve got some basis for believing
that these documents are protected
by executive privilege, let’s lay out
what the standard is,” Robbins said.
“It’s not enough to say ‘I’m
not persuaded that that executive
privilege can never be invoked by
a former president.’ Okay. That’s
fine. So what are the standards that
you’re giving to a special master?”
Peter Shane, a visiting scholar
at New York University and an
expert in executive privilege, said
he’s unsure what exactly the special
master is supposed to assess.
“You don’t need a special master
to identify whether the documents
are potentially the subject of executive privilege. All of these documents, I assume, were communicated to the president or he wouldn’t
have them,” he said.
But he and Sklansky also see
major risks to allowing a former
president to withhold documents
from the current administration.
“That strikes me as completely
wrongheaded because the government continues. And when we
have a new administration come
in, they have to continue the work
of governing. And it strikes me as
completely unworkable to say that
when a new administration comes
into office, they’re restricted from

knowing what kinds of discussions
went on in the previous administration, that official government
documents can be shielded from
the current administration. That
just strikes me as completely unacceptable,” he said, adding that’s
something courts should not be
eager to take ownership of.
He noted that even Cannon
doesn’t offer a wholesale endorsement of the idea, allowing the
intelligence community to access
the records so they can do their own
damage assessment.
Shane said the issues are even
more pressing when considering
the national security information
Trump has in the tranche of records.
He said it’s the constitutional
duty of the president “to protect the
national security from the moment
of inauguration to the last minute
of that person’s term.”
“Protecting the national security
right now is not Donald Trump’s
job; it is Joe Biden’s job. And the
idea that he might be shielding information relevant to our national
security from the current administration, whose constitutional job it
is to protect the national security,
is absurd. It’s an absurd claim,”
Shane said.
The damage that could result
from affording Trump any right
to executive privilege in this case
is something that could unfold for
years, he said.
“It creates the idea that privilege belongs to a human being
as opposed to the institution and
the office of the presidency. That
somehow the constitution imbues
individual human beings with
power in perpetuity — which is
itself opposed to the idea of the rule
of law and the idea that no one is
above the law,” he said.
“The responsibility of taking
care that the law be faithfully
executed is a job that belongs to
whoever is president now. Not who
was president four or 12 or 16 or 40
years ago … It needs to be available
to the current president to see the
records of prior administrations in
order that they can do their job to
the fullest.”

Trump, DOJ submit candidates for special
master in Mar-a-Lago documents probe
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By Julia Shapero
The Hill
Former President Trump and the Justice
Department (DOJ) on Friday night submitted their candidates to serve as special
master in the department’s investigation
into documents recovered during a search
of Mar-a-Lago. The former president’s legal
team proposed Raymond J. Dearie, a former
district court judge in New York, and Paul
Huck Jr., who previously served as general
counsel to the governor of Florida and deputy attorney general for the state, to fill the
position, according to court documents. The
DOJ suggested Barbara S. Jones, a former
district court judge in New York, and Thomas
B. Griffith, a former appeals court judge in
Washington, D.C.
According to the filing, the DOJ and

Trump’s lawyers disagreed on how the special master should function in the case.

The former president’s lawyers want the
special master to review all the materials

taken in the Mar-a-Lago search, including
those with classified markings, and evaluate
potential executive privilege claims.
The DOJ, meanwhile, argued the special
master should not review the documents with
classified markings or consider executive
privilege claims.
Trump’s lawyers also suggested that the
two parties split the cost of the special master
evenly, while the DOJ said the former president should pay for it given that he requested
the special master.
The FBI searched Trump’s Mar-a-Lago
home on Aug. 8, saying it recovering more
than 100 classified documents. A judge
granted Trump’s request to appoint a special
master to review the removed documents
earlier this week, a ruling which the DOJ has
since appealed.

Justice should welcome special
master for the Mar-a-Lago case

By Martin Sheil
What if Judge Aileen Cannon
is right? In terms of conducting a
criminal investigation, what is the
actual harm in appointing a special
master in the Mar-a-Lago case?
For argument’s sake, let’s take
the point of view that appointing
a special master is no big deal and
will eventually work to the government’s advantage.
Why would anyone do that?
Because criminal investigations
are complicated, and one must take
the long view here. The Department
of Justice (DOJ) needs to keep its
powder dry for the time being. Resist any appeal, for now.
The mother of all legal battles
will likely come after an indictment
— if any — comes down. Should
Donald Trump or any of his associates be charged, the legal defense
team would almost certainly file
a motion to suppress all evidence
obtained by the government derived
from the execution of the search
warrant at Mar-a-Lago.
The court would then set a date
for a suppression hearing, which
would effectively be a mini-trial
— because should the government
prevail (and they should, given
what is known about the case so

far), it would be game — set —
match: DOJ. Evidence from the
search warrant would be admitted
into court during the actual trial,
and Trump has no viable defense,
that I see.
So, the suppression hearing
would be the big deal.
The government’s hand would
actually be reinforced during a
suppression hearing by the appointment of a special master: DOJ could
argue that not only did the FBI
follow every DOJ protocol with
regard to the search warrant but
the evidence was also reviewed by
a special master as requested by the
Trump legal team.
It should not take more than a
month or so for the special master
to analyze the documents seized, so

those arguing that the special master appointment is slowing things
down with regard to the investigation really don’t know what they’re
talking about, because an appeal
of the special master decision to
the 11th Circuit — one of the most
conservative in the land — would
likely take months.
So, when Judge Cannon asked
out loud to the government “What
do you have to lose?” she was right:
There is almost nothing to lose.
Should the special master exclude a couple of miscellaneous
documents, the DOJ would still
have several hundred at its disposal
to prosecute.
If the special master were to
exclude all the documents seized,
using an expansive interpretation

of executive privilege, then the
DOJ must fight that legal battle to
the highest court.
But what are the odds of that
happening? Almost none.
The documents seized belong to
the government, not the ex-president. That is the whole point of the
search warrant; in fact, that is the
whole point of the entire investigation.
DOJ needs to swallow hard and
get on with its investigation — and,
yes, that means dealing with a special master.
The big legal fight — if there is
one — will be at the suppression
hearing, and the fact the DOJ will
have followed every protocol will
be better served by abiding by
Judge Cannon’s wishes and utilizing the special master.
The likelihood of a stronger government hand at a suppression hearing, should there be one, trumps the
needless delay of wasting time now
over premature legal bickering and
appeals with regard to the special
master.
The DOJ needs to recognize that
fact and ride out the appointment of
a special master, because it holds
the winning hand — and it can
demonstrate the absurdity of Judge

Cannon’s legal reasoning later, if
necessary. Appealing now would
only move the game to Donald
Trump’s home court: slow-walking the justice system, one of his
specialties.
Justice would best be served if
DOJ did not to fall into that trap.
I don’t see that Trump has any
viable legal defense for his ill-considered actions with regard to mishandling government documents.
It appears that Bill Barr, his former
attorney general, agrees.
DOJ should not help create a
defense for him: It should finish
the investigation, hand down an
indictment and do so in short order
— and, yes, that means dealing with
a special master.
*****
Martin J. Sheil is a retired
supervisory agent for IRS Criminal Investigation with 30 years
experience, including service as
coordinator of the Organized Crime
Drug Enforcement Task Force (OCDETF) for the Gulf Coast Region,
Branch Chief for the North Texas
District (Dallas), Special Agent in
Charge for the South Texas District
(San Antonio) and as Director of
IRS CI Asset Forfeiture in Washington, D.C.

Senate Intelligence chair says briefing
on Trump classified documents on hold

By Rema Rahman
The Hill
Senate Intelligence Committee Chairman
Mark Warner (D-Va.) said on Sunday that a
congressional briefing to get a damage assessment of the classified documents potentially
mishandled by former President Trump is on
hold since a judge allowed a special master
to review what was seized.
“My understanding is there is some
question because of the special master appointment by the judge in Florida whether
they can brief at this point,” Warner told
CBS “Face the Nation” moderator Margaret
Brennan. “We need clarification on that from
that judge as quickly as possible because it
is essential that the intelligence community,
leadership at least, get a briefing of the damage assessment.”

Warner, along with the committee’s vice
chairman, Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.), have
requested more information on the classified
documents obtained during an FBI search

of Trump’s Mar-a-Lago property in August,
seeking both the documents seized and an
assessment of any national security threats
posed by potential mishandling of the information.
U.S. District Judge Aileen Cannon granted
Trump’s request last week to appoint an independent special master to review materials
seized by the FBI after he raised concerns that
some of the information obtained as part of
the Justice Department’s investigation into
the former president was protected under
attorney-client and executive privileges.
Warner said the congressional request in
no way sought to hinder the DOJ’s ongoing
investigation and sidestepped questions by
Brennan about information shared with Congress being more likely to leak to the public.
“I believe that it’s our congressional duty

to have that oversight,” Warner said. “Remember what’s at stake here is the fact that
if some of these documents involved human
intelligence and that information got out,
people will die,” noting that years of work
could be “destroyed.”
Warner said the Senate Intelligence Committee, which he called the “last functioning
bipartisan committee, I believe, in the whole
Congress” had an obligation to review any
potential security dangers to the country and
its intelligence gathering capabilities.
“I do want the damage assessment of what
would happen to our ability to protect the
nation,” Warner said, adding that the request
by the intelligence leaders sought to “assess
whether there’s been damage done to our
intelligence collection and maintenance of
secrets capacity.”

ments and asked both sides to provide a list
of possible contenders for the job by Friday.
The DOJ, however, can still appeal the ruling.
Here are five things to know about Cannon.
Trump appointed,
bipartisan approved
Trump nominated Cannon to the U.S.
District Court for the Southern District of
Florida in April 2020. At the time, she was an
assistant U.S. attorney in the U.S. Attorney’s
Office for the Southern District of Florida,
working in the criminal division of the ap-

pellate section.
The Senate confirmed Cannon on Nov. 12,
five days after major networks called the 2020
election for President Biden, in a bipartisan
56-21 vote. Twelve Democrats supported her
appointment, and 23 senators did not vote.
During her confirmation process, Sen.
Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.) asked if she had
“any discussions with anyone — including,
but not limited to, individuals at the White
House, at the Justice Department, or any
outside groups — about loyalty to President
Trump.”
Cannon responded “no” in writing.
Member of the Federalist Society
Cannon has been a member of the Federalist Society since 2005, according to a judicial
nominee questionnaire she submitted to the
Senate Judiciary Committee in April 2020.
The group is made up of conservative and libertarian lawyers, law students and scholars.
Cannon said she joined the Federalist Society when she was a student at the University
of Michigan Law School. She was asked
during her confirmation process about why
she joined the group.
“I did so because I enjoyed the diversity
of legal viewpoints discussed at Federalist

Society meetings and events,” Cannon responded in writing.
“I also found interesting the organization’s discussions about the constitutional
separation of powers, the rule of law, and
the limited role of the judiciary to say what
the law is—not to make the law,” she added.
Six of the nine justices currently sitting
on the Supreme Court — all of whom were
nominated by Republican presidents — are
members of the Federalist Society, in addition
to a number of GOP senators.
Cannon ruled in the Pelosi,
Ocasio-Cortez threats case
Cannon is not new to presiding over
high-profile litigation. In April, the federal
judge sentenced a man to 18 months in prison
for making threats against Speaker Nancy
Pelosi (D-Calif.) and Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-N.Y.).
Paul Hoeffer, 60, pleaded guilty in February to interstate transmission of threats
to injure and admitted to threatening to kill
the two congresswomen in March 2019 and
November 2020. He also threatened a district
attorney in Illinois.
But the 18-month sentence from Cannon
(See Aileen M. Cannon, Page 16)

Five things to know about Aileen M. Cannon,
the judge who granted Trump a special master
By Mychael Schnell
The Hill
U.S. District Judge Aileen M. Cannon shot
into the spotlight on Monday after granting
former President Trump’s request for an
independent mediator to examine materials
the FBI recovered during a search at his Mara-Lago residence last month.
Cannon, who was appointed by Trump in
2020, made the divisive decision after hearing
arguments from the ex-president’s lawyers,
who pushed for the special master, and attorneys from the Department of Justice (DOJ),
who said the former president’s claims of
privilege were unwarranted.
She ultimately ordered that a special master be appointed to determine what seized
materials are protected by attorney-client
and executive privilege. The ruling also
directed the DOJ to temporarily stop using
the retrieved materials for “investigative
purposes” in an effort to “uphold the value
of the special master review” — effectively
pausing the department’s investigation.
Cannon, who sits on the U.S. District
Court for the Southern District of Florida, is
now tasked with choosing a special master
to sift through the more than 11,000 docu-
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Schumer pledges to pass Manchin
deal despite Democratic opposition
By Alexander Bolton
The Hill
Senate Majority Leader Charles
Schumer (D-N.Y.) promised on
Wednesday to pass a side deal on
permitting reform with Sen. Joe
Manchin (D-W.Va.) to the massive
tax, climate and health care bill
despite growing opposition from
progressive House Democrats.
Schumer said he will put permitting reform legislation that would
speed the development of fossil
fuel and other energy projects in
the stopgap spending measure
Congress needs to pass to keep the
federal government funded beyond
Sept. 30.
“Our intention is to add it to
the CR,” Schumer told reporters
Wednesday, referring to the shortterm continuing resolution to fund
the government, which he said must
get passed this month.
The decision will make it tougher for House progressives, who feel

little obligation to help Manchin
pass one of his top energy development priorities, to block it.
Rep. Raúl Grijalva (D-Ariz.),
the chairman of the House Natural
Resources Committee, has circulated a letter calling for a standalone vote on permitting reform
measures.
He told The Hill last week that
40 House lawmakers have already
signed on to the letter.

Schumer told reporters that
passing permitting reform was part
of the deal he struck with Manchin
in July to pass the tax, climate and
health care bill known as the Inflation Reduction Act, which included
hundreds of billions of dollars in
federal investments to combat climate change and increase domestic
energy production.
“Permitting reform is part of
the IRA and we will get it done,”

Schumer said Wednesday, referring to the Inflation Reduction Act
deal he crafted with Manchin in
late July.
But Schumer’s deal with Manchin on permitting reform is getting
strong pushback from environmental groups, according to Democratic
senators.
“The environmental justice
community is very concerned these
permitting rules will make it a lot
easier to keep the fossil fuel projects that are polluting their communities. So they’re pretty torqued,”
said one Democratic senator who
requested anonymity to discuss
the political pushback facing the
Schumer-Manchin deal.
Schumer told reporters after the
Senate passed the Inflation Reduction Act last month that he wasn’t
thrilled with some of the elements
of permitting reform but had to
agree to get Manchin’s vote for
prescription drug reform, climate

provisions and other Democratic
priorities.
“In terms of the permitting
reform, I didn’t like it but it was
something that Sen. Manchin
wanted,” Schumer told reporters
last month. “And in fact it has some
very good things for the environment. It’s going to make permitting
easier for clean energy.”
Several Senate Democrats are
holding back from expressing their
support for a stopgap measure that
includes permitting reform until
they have a chance to review the
final details of the deal.
Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse
(D-R.I.) said he would need to
review what’s actually in the permitting reform bill and how much it
will affect carbon emissions across
the country. “’Are we helping to
solve the climate problem?’ is the
question,” Whitehouse said. “I
don’t even know what the permitting reform is.”

far enough.
“It seems pretty weak to me. I
want to see how they have it written
up but I hear it sounds pretty weak
— ineffective,” said Sen. John
Barrasso (R-Wyo.), the ranking
Republican on the Senate Energy
and Natural Resources Committee.
Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.),
has said that he would oppose
such a measure on principle, calling it part of a “political payback
scheme.”
There is doubt over whether the
government funding measure combined with permitting reform could
pass the House, given the growing
opposition from progressive House
Democrats.
“I like the idea of permitting reform. So, I’ll certainly keep an open
mind,” Sen. John Cornyn (R-Texas)
told The Hill on Wednesday. But
he also said he’d be “surprised”
if Manchin “gets what was promised.”
“I know there were progressives

over in the House that don’t like
the idea. They swallowed the reconciliation bill, but it’s going to be
an interesting process to watch,” he
said, adding jokingly that “this may
be a Lucy and the football moment”
for Manchin.
Schumer could find a way
around the jam by also adding to
the government funding measure
a bill to codify marriage equality.
That could make it more difficult
for House liberals to vote no, but
it would also threaten Republican
support for the package in the
Senate.
Schumer says his preference is
to bring the marriage equality bill
to the Senate floor separately.
“We would prefer to do it as a
separate bill. We hope there are ten
Republicans to help us with that,”
he said Wednesday.
A bipartisan group of Senate
negotiators met earlier in the day
in an effort to put together a deal
on marriage equality legislation
that could muster 60 votes in the
Senate to overcome an expected
GOP filibuster.
Sen. Tammy Baldwin (Wis), one
of the lead Democratic negotiators
on the marriage bill, said she also
wants to keep it separate from the
short-term government funding bill.
Baldwin said Wednesday that
she’s close to getting the 10 Republican votes she needs.
Sen. Susan Collins (R-Maine),
one of the bill’s cosponsors, told
reporters on Wednesday the talks
are making progress.
“I’m never confident until a roll
call. But we’re making good progress. It’s a lot of sincere interest,”
Collins said.

Collins’ comments came after
she and Baldwin penned an opinion
piece published in The Washington
Post addressing “mischaracterizations” about the bill’s scope,
including the idea that it would
“legalize or recognize polygamous
relationships or marriages.”
Some Democrats are hesitant
to sign onto the idea linking the
marriage bill and the government
funding package, though they won’t
rule out the proposal if it helps them
get both priorities passed by the end
of the month.
“I’m for the art of the possible,”
Sen. Brian Schatz (D-Hawaii), said.
“If it makes it easier to pass it we
should do it that way. If it makes
it harder to pass it we shouldn’t.”
“This is gaining, slowly in the
Senate, bipartisan support,” Sen.
Cory Booker (D-N.J.) said, referring to the marriage equality bill.
“I’m hopeful that we can get it done
whatever the vehicle.”
Some Republican leaders are insisting on a clean funding package,
potentially punting a separate vote
on the marriage equality bill until
after the coming midterm elections.
Collins and Baldwin have also
pushed against using the funding
bill as a vehicle for their bill, though
they would like to see a vote before
the November election.
Despite opposition in the House,
there is support among some climate hawks in the Senate to add
Manchin’s permitting proposal to
the government funding bill. They
argue that it will bolster the deployment of clean energy.
“We are going to have to build
big, planet-saving projects and the
(See Manchin Promise, Page 17)

By Alexander Bolton
The Hill
Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) on
Thursday blasted the side deal that
Senate Majority Leader Charles
Schumer (D-N.Y.) and Sen. Joe
Manchin (D-W.Va.) struck earlier
this summer to pass a controversial
proposal to make it easier to develop fossil fuel-based energy projects.
Schumer told reporters Wednesday that he plans to attach Manchin’s permitting reform bill to
the stopgap spending measure that
needs to pass by Sept. 30 to prevent
a government shutdown.
Sanders slammed the agreement
as “a huge giveaway to the fossil
fuel industry” and angrily warned
that it would undermine President
Biden’s pledge to reduce carbon
emissions by 50 percent by the
year 2030.
“I rise this morning to express by
strong opposition to the so-called
side deal that the fossil fuel industry is pushing to make it easier for
them to pollute the environment and
destroy our planet,” Sanders said.
He said the legislation crafted
by Manchin would make it easier
for the fossil fuel industry to receive permits and complete what
he called “some of the dirtiest and
most polluting oil and gas projects
in America.”
He added the bill would speed
the approval of a pipeline spanning from West Virginia to North
Carolina that would “generate

emissions equivalent to 37 coal
plants or over 27 million cars each
and every year.”
“Really, at a time when climate
change is threatening the very existence of our planet, why would anybody be talking about substantially
increasing carbon emissions and
expanding fossil fuel production in
the United States?” Sanders asked.
Sanders said he understood the
power of oil, gas and coal companies “in our corrupt political system” but called on his colleagues
to vote against the deal.
Pairing permitting reform to
a continuing resolution gives it
a very good chance of passing,
even though opposition is building
among progressive House Democrats.
Schumer said he promised to
pass the bill in exchange for securing Manchin’s vote last month for

the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA),
which will invest more than $300
billion in programs to combat climate change and further develop
domestic energy production.
“Permitting reform is part of
the IRA, and we will get it done,”
Schumer said.
The Democratic leader admitted
last month that he was not thrilled
to agree to permitting reform, but
he noted that it could help the
development of renewable energy
projects as well as those to extract
fossil fuels.
“In terms of the permitting
reform, I didn’t like it but it was
something that Sen. Manchin
wanted,” Schumer told reporters in
early August.
“And in fact it has some very
good things for the environment.
It’s going to make permitting easier
for clean energy.”

Schumer in tough spot over Manchin promise

By Alexander Bolton,
Aris Folley and Rachel Frazin
The Hill
Senate Majority Leader Charles
Schumer (D-N.Y.) on Wednesday
pledged to add permitting reform
legislation to a stopgap funding bill
that would prevent a government
shutdown, but he’s in a tough spot
as he seeks to deliver on a promise
to Sen. Joe Manchin (D-W.Va.).
The permitting reform is a sidedeal Schumer struck with Manchin
in late July to pass a climate, tax
and health care bill known as the
Inflation Reduction Act (IRA),
which is projected to help reduce
that nation’s carbon emissions by
40 percent by 2030.
Manchin offered his support for
the bill in July after winning significant concessions, and his vote
allowed Democrats to pass a major
achievement for President Biden.
Schumer made clear Wednesday
that he doesn’t plan to backtrack on
his promise.
“Permitting reform is part of
the IRA and we will get it done,”
Schumer said Wednesday. “Our
intention is to add it to the CR.”
But that plan is running into
opposition from progressive House
Democrats and outside environmental groups.
There’s also a chance that several Senate Democrats may balk at
the deal with Manchin, now that
they no longer need his vote to pass
a budget reconciliation bill.
Rep. Raúl Grijalva’s (D-Ariz.)
office told The Hill on Wednesday
that 50 lawmakers had signed onto
his letter calling for a separate vote
on the permitting reform provisions
instead of putting them in the continuing resolution.
Attaching it to a short-term government funding measure would
force House progressives to choose
between voting no and possibly
forcing a shutdown or voting yes
and making it easier to develop new
energy projects that would burn
fossil fuels and pump more carbon
into the atmosphere.
Many environmental groups are
also up in arms over the deal.

More than 650 such organizations sent a letter to Schumer
and House Speaker Nancy Pelosi
(D-Calif.) expressing their opposition last month.
“This fossil fuel wish list is a
cruel and direct attack on environmental justice communities and
the climate. This legislation would
truncate and hollow-out the environmental review process, weaken
Tribal consultations, and make it
far harder for frontline communities to have their voices heard by
gutting bedrock protections in the
National Environmental Policy Act
and Clean Water Act,” they wrote.
Some Senate Democrats also
said they couldn’t say whether they
would support a short-term government funding bill that includes
permitting reform until they review
the details of the bill.
Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse
(D-R.I.) said he wants to know
what the net impact on carbon
emissions will be from passing both
the Inflation Reduction Act and the
permitting reform package.
“‘Are we helping to solve the
climate problem?’ is the question,”
Whitehouse said. “I don’t even
know what the permitting reform
is.”
And while many Republicans
also support the types of reforms
Manchin supports, several GOP
senators on Wednesday panned
Manchin’s proposal for not going

Aileen M. Cannon
(Continued from Page 15)
was significantly shorter than the
3-1/2 years of prison time prosecutors had asked for. And it was
more than a year shorter than the
minimum punishment under federal
sentencing guidelines, according to
The Palm Beach Post.
Hoeffer’s legal team requested a
shorter sentence because their client
was diagnosed with cancer.
Cannon had signaled
support for a special master
Cannon’s ruling did not come as
a total surprise — the judge days
earlier said it was her “preliminary
intent” to install a special master to
sift through documents seized from
Mar-a-Lago.
“The court hereby provides
notice of its preliminary intent to
appoint a special master in this
case,” Cannon wrote in a court
filing on Aug. 27, before either
side presented their arguments at
a hearing.
The New York Times called the
pre-argument signal “unusual.”
In that same filing, she also
scheduled a hearing to take place at
a federal courthouse in West Palm

Beach, rather than the location in
Fort Pierce, Fla., where she usually
conducts business, according to the
Times.
From Colombia to the
Southern District of Florida
Cannon — who was born in
1981 in Colombia — made a
number of stops in the legal world
before landing at the U.S. District
Court for the Southern District of
Florida.
After receiving a bachelor of
arts degree from Duke University
in 2003 and earning her juris doctor
from the University of Michigan
Law School in 2007, Cannon began clerking for the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the 8th Circuit in Des
Moines, Iowa, where she worked
for a year. The bench was Republican-appointed, according to the
Times.
She then moved to Washington,
D.C., to be an associate attorney
at the corporate law firm Gibson,
Dunn & Crutcher LLP, where she
worked for three years, before
taking a job as an assistant U.S.
attorney for the Southern District
of Florida.

Sanders vows to oppose controversial
Schumer-Manchin side deal
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A man shops at a supermarket on Wednesday, July 27, 2022, in New York. An inflation
gauge that is closely tracked by the Federal Reserve, Friday, July 29, jumped 6.8 percent
in June from a year ago, the biggest increase in four decades, and leaving Americans with
no relief from surging costs.

Demonstrators gather at the federal courthouse in Austin, Texas. following the Supreme
Court’s decision to overturn Roe v. Wade, on June 24, 2022

The five key issues that will
decide the midterm elections

By Niall Stanage
The Hill
There are less than two months left before
the midterm elections.
Lately, Democrats have become more
hopeful and Republicans more nervous as
the polling lead the GOP enjoyed earlier in
the year has eroded.
The battle for the Senate looks, for now,
to be balanced on a knife-edge, even as the
GOP remains favored to take over the House.
Candidates and local issues will clearly
be vital in many races. But this is a national
election too.
Here are the five biggest issues that will
determine the outcome.
Inflation
Inflation is the single biggest political
liability the Democrats face.
President Biden polls worse on inflation
than on any other issue. In an ABC News-Ipsos poll last month, for example, just 29 percent of adults approved of Biden’s handling
of inflation.
The low marks are hardly surprising given
that inflation hit a 40-year high in June, at
9.1 percent.
The latest figures, for July, saw the headline number taper off to 8.5 percent. But the
slight reduction is cold comfort to millions
of struggling Americans.
Inflation can be a devastating political
issue because, unlike many other topics, it
affects every voter — including those who
do not follow every twist and turn in politics
— in ways that cannot be ignored.
Democrats hope that inflation will continue to fall as supply chains return to normal
after the massive disruption of the COVID-19
pandemic. They also point to the Inflation
Reduction Act as a new weapon in the battle,
especially when it comes to its capacity to
bend the cost of prescription drugs downward. The law allows Medicare to negotiate
drug prices for the first time ever.
Still, there is no real question that inflation
will weigh Democrats down in November.
The question is, by how much?
Abortion
If inflation is a headwind for Democrats,
the same is true for Republicans and abortion.
The catalyst for these troubles is the June
decision by the Supreme Court to strike down
Roe v. Wade.
The GOP’s edge in opinion polls has been
declining since that day. And while other factors may have also played their part, such as
gas prices ticking down at roughly the same
time, abortion clearly plays a key role.
Several opinion polls have indicated that
around 60 percent of the population supports
Roe, the 1973 decision that enshrined a constitutional right to abortion.
There have been even more concrete
examples of the political potency of the
issue, too.
An August ballot initiative in Kansas, a
conservative state, was won by the pro-abortion rights side by almost 20 points.
A special House election in New York’s

19th District — a classic bellwether — was
won by a Democrat who put abortion rights
at the heart of his campaign.
Some Republicans, including Blake
Masters, the party’s Senate candidate in Arizona, have deleted references to their own
anti-abortion positions from their websites.
But that might not be enough to neutralize
the issue.
Right now, it looks like the GOP could
have real trouble, especially with female
voters, in November.
Former President Trump, Mar-a-Lago
and “ultra-MAGA Republicans”
Former President Trump was never going
to retire to the sidelines of American political
life. But the FBI search of Mar-a-Lago on
Aug. 8 has injected him right back into the
center of the midterms campaign.
The investigation adds to legal challenges
the former president already faces.
The Department of Justice (DOJ) is investigating the insurrection of Jan. 6, 2021,
and a Georgia probe is looking into efforts
by Trump and his allies to overturn the 2020
election results in that state.
Trump, meanwhile, is hitting back hard

against the Mar-a-Lago probe. In a speech in
Wilkes-Barre, Pa., last weekend, the former
president described his enemies as “tyrants”
and the DOJ and FBI as “vicious monsters.”
The broader picture is one in which Trump
and Biden are battling each other once again,
almost two years on from their presidential
contest.
Biden, who was reluctant to attack Trump
frontally for much of the early phase of his
presidency — he would sometimes obliquely
refer to Trump as “the former guy” — has
changed tack.
In recent weeks, he has blasted “ultra-MAGA Republicans” as a danger to American
democracy and branded elements of current
conservative ideology “semi-fascism.”
Trump, for his part, has called Biden an
“enemy of the state.”
Opinions about Trump are so fixed that
the whole debate might not shift many voters
from one column to the other.
But it has certainly affected the framing of
the contest, which could have a direct impact
on turnout.
Immigration
Illegal immigration remains a huge issue

Trump is hitting back hard against the Mar-a-Lago probe.

with conservative voters and in right-leaning
media, even as it is not seen as so big a problem among liberals.
Concerns about border security often get
portrayed as xenophobic or racist. But many
voters who don’t fit into either of those categories clearly have concerns about the huge
numbers of unauthorized border crossings
that are taking place.
The Wall Street Journal recently reported
that Border Patrol agents had made more
than 1.8 million arrests at the southern border
during the current fiscal year. By the time
the fiscal year ends at the end of this month,
that number is expected to have surpassed 2
million for the first time ever.
In an Economist-YouGov poll last month,
Biden’s ratings on immigration were dismal.
Overall, 49 percent of adults disapproved of
his handling of the issue while just 30 percent
approved.
Republican voters, as expected, were
overwhelmingly negative. But they were
joined in that opinion by self-described independents, a mere 17 percent of whom backed
Biden’s performance on the issue.
Democrats ignore figures like those at
their peril.
Biden’s performance
Midterm elections are always, at some
level, a referendum on the party in power.
Biden and the Democrats also have to
contend with the historical pattern in which
a president’s party almost always loses seats
in the first midterms of his tenure.
Biden has had some success in broadening
the focus in this year’s campaign. But voters
will still be rendering a verdict on him in
November.
That doesn’t augur well for Democrats.
Biden’s approval ratings have bounced back
to some degree from a low point at the height
of summer — but they’re still nothing to write
home about.
In the average maintained by data and
polling site FiveThirtyEight, Biden was 11
points under water — 53 percent disapproval
against 42 percent approval — as of Thursday
evening.
The president has, to be sure, hit a hot
streak recently. In addition to passing the
Inflation Reduction Act, he has also enacted
the CHIPS bill, to boost the semiconductor
industry. He has expanded health care to
better cover veterans exposed to toxic burn
pits. And he has announced executive action
to lighten the burden of student loan debt.
In the final stretch of the campaign, Democrats will also try to remind voters of earlier
or broader successes, such as prodigious job
creation, the passage of the 2021 American
Rescue Plan and the infrastructure bill Biden
signed into law late last year.
Right now, though, it’s very hard to see
Biden’s popularity surging between now and
November. If he dooms his party to the loss
of even one chamber of Congress, he will
likely be hamstrung from further significant
action for the rest of his first term.
If that happens, all 2024 bets are off.

A group of Brazilian migrants make their way around a gap in the U.S.-Mexico border in
Yuma, Ariz., seeking asylum in the U.S. after crossing over from Mexico, June 8, 2021.

President Joe Biden speaks outside Independence Hall, Thursday, Sept. 1, 2022, in
Philadelphia on how his agenda is working.

(Continued from Page 16)
environmental movement has been organized
around stopping things from being built and
although that continues to be an important
aspect of being an environmentalist, now we
need to think about building projects that will

marriage equality legislation to the CR,
Schumer could shift blame to Republicans
opposing the same-sex marriage measure.
Otherwise, progressives Democrats will
have to swallow permitting reforms that will
make it easier to build new energy projects

Manchin Promise

save the planet,” Schatz said.
But if enough liberals opposing the plan
flex their muscles in the House, it’s not guaranteed the funding bill would get enough
Republican votes to make it to Biden’s desk.
By attaching both permitting reform and

and tougher for environmental activists to
slow them down.
“My guess is, if it’s on our CR, they’re
gonna have to eat it if they don’t like it,” Sen.
Jon Tester (D-Mont.) said on the issue. “Or
wrap their arms around it if they do.”
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Biden administration steps in it
again with Afghans who helped US

By Nolan Rappaport
Apparently, when the Biden administration screened the Afghan nationals brought
to the United States after the U.S. troop withdrawal, it discovered that some of them were
inadmissible under the “terrorist activities”
exclusion ground, INA section 1182(a)(3)(B)
— because they had provided support for a
terrorist organization, despite the fact that the
support was insignificant or limited in nature.
The administration reacted to this situation the same way it reacted to the statutory
enforcement provisions in the Immigration
and Nationality Act (INA) that call for the
deportation of undocumented migrants who
have never been convicted of a serious criminal offense and who have lived, worked,
and contributed to our economy and our
communities: It tried to move the goalposts
— almost certainly exceeding its authority
in the process.
In the latter case, deportation was contrary
to Biden’s Plan for Securing Our Values as
a Nation of Immigrants, so Biden’s DHS
Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas issued a memorandum that replaced the statutory enforcement provisions with the administration’s
own enforcement “guidelines,” limiting
enforcement to deportable migrants who pose
a threat to national security, public safety, or
border security. Mayorkas explained in the
memorandum that, “The fact an individual is
a removable noncitizen … should not alone
be the basis of an enforcement action against
them.” A federal judge determined this exceeded the administration’s prosecutorial
discretion authority.
Now, in the case of the Afghans, the
administration has published a notice in the
Federal Register in which it uses its waiver
authority under INA section 1182(d)(3)(B)(i)
to change the definition of “material” to one
that the administration prefers.
This almost certainly was not a proper use
of the waiver authority.

The terrorist activities
exclusion ground
One of the activities that makes a migrant
inadmissible under the “terrorist activities”
exclusion ground is committing an act the
the actor knows, or reasonably should know,
affords material support to any individual
or organization the actor knows, or should
know, has committed or plans to commit a
terrorist activity.
Unfortunately, Congress failed to provide
adequate guidance on how to determine
whether support should be considered “material.”
The Board of Immigration Appeals (BIA)
found in Matter of A-C-M- that there is no
legislative history to support taking a quantitative approach and separating out what
amount of support is necessary to make it
“material.”
“Material support” is a term of art that
“relates to the type of aid provided” — that
is, aid of a material and normally tangible
nature. It is not quantitative.
The BIA decided that the term “material
support” covers any action that “has a logical
and even reasonably foreseeable tendency to
promote, sustain, or maintain the [terrorist]

organization, even if only to a de minimis
degree.”
The BIA is the highest administrative body
for interpreting and applying immigration
laws, but its decisions can be challenged in
court or by having them referred for review
by the attorney general. While the administration cannot challenge a BIA decision in court,
it could have had Merrick Garland refer it to
himself for review.
Instead, it used its authority to waive excludability for terrorist activities to replace
the BIA’s definition of “material support”
with a definition it prefers.
The administration’s declaration
The administration now says it has determined that grounds of inadmissibility under
the terrorist activities exclusion ground “bar
certain individuals who do not pose a national
security or public safety risk from admission
to the United States and from obtaining immigration benefits or other status.”
Accordingly, the administration, claiming
to be using its section 212(d)(3)(B)(i) authority, declared that that exclusion ground “shall
not apply with respect to an individual who
provided: (1) insignificant material support
(i.e., support that was minimal in amount

and inconsequential in effect); or (2) limited
material support under circumstances involving certain routine commercial transactions,
certain routine social transactions … certain
humanitarian assistance, or substantial pressure that does not rise to the level of duress,
to a designated terrorist organization.”
The pertinent part of section 1182(d)(3)
(B)(i) states that the administration may determine in its “sole unreviewable discretion
that subsection (a)(3)(B) [the terrorist activities exclusion ground]shall not applywith
respect to an alien within the scope of that
subsection.” (Emphasis added.)
That’s not what the administration did.
The administration declared that migrants
who provide support for a terrorist organization that would be considered “material”
under the BIA’s definition of “material” are
no longer subject to exclusion for engaging
in terrorist activities if they meet specified
waiver eligibility requirements, such as
passing a security check — and substituted
its own definition of “material.”
Unnecessary
The administration didn’t have to do this
to achieve its stated objective.
It said in a press release that it was using
its section 1182(d)(3)(B)(i) authority to
ensure that vulnerable Afghans who have
supported and worked with the United States
in Afghanistan can qualify for protection
and other immigration benefits in the United
States.
It could have granted an exclusion waiver to the Afghans who fit that description
without changing how “material support” is
interpreted.
My take
Frankly, I don’t like the BIA’s interpretation of “material support” or the one that the
administration wants.
The main difference between these interpretations is that they foster errors in different
(See Rappaport, Page 19)

found in all COVID-19 ‘vaccine’ samples
analysed and the marked changes seen in
blood samples taken from vaccinated people.
The Group also found that the greater the stability of the envelope of lipid nanoparticles,
the more frequent the vaccine side effects.”
“In order to avert a direct and imminent
danger to human life and public safety, we ask
that the COVID-19 vaccination programmes
be discontinued immediately,” the group’s
report stated.
“The Working Group for COVID Vaccine
Analysis is an interdisciplinary working
group that has undertaken the task of analysing the contents and the effects of the
novel COVID-19 ‘vaccines.’ The group is
an internationally networked working group
with a core team of more than 60 doctors,
physicians, pharmacists, scientists, mathematicians, alternative health practitioners,
lawyers and journalists.
“This summary is a preliminary, continuously evolving presentation of our research
and findings on the so-called COVID-19 vaccines, as well as the effects we found on the
human body and the blood in particular. The
summary is intended for the public interest
and to encourage further scientific discussion.
“The comparison of blood samples from
unvaccinated and vaccinated individuals
by means of dark-field microscopy showed
noticeable changes in the blood of each
person who had been vaccinated with the
COVID-19 vaccines. This was evident even
if those people hadn’t at that point displayed
any visible reaction to the vaccinations.
Complex structures similar to those in the
vaccines were found in the blood samples of
the vaccinated. Using artificial intelligence
(AI) image analysis, the difference between
the blood of vaccinated and unvaccinated
people was confirmed.
“Using a small sample of live blood analyses from both vaccinated and unvaccinated
individuals, they determined that artificial
intelligence (AI) can distinguish with 100
percent reliability between the blood of the
vaccinated and the unvaccinated. This indicates that the COVID-19 vaccines can effect
long-term changes in the composition of the
blood of the person vaccinated without that
person being aware of these changes.”
“Crystalline formations were found in all

of the blood samples taken from vaccinated
people. ‘We are continuing to analyse these
formations,’ the authors noted. The Group
also observed rouleaux formations of red
blood cells in all vaccinated samples and
“frequently observed an unusually rapid
disintegration of the different types of cells
in the vaccinated blood.
“The stability of the lipid nanoparticle
envelope is closely correlated with the incidence of vaccine side effects and injury.
The more stable this envelope, the greater
the amount of mRNA that penetrates cells,
where the production of spike proteins then
takes place. These results correspond with
the findings of pathologists who have carried
out autopsies on people who died due to
vaccine injury. Spike proteins were detected
in damaged tissue. Researchers suspect that
the spike protein is, in itself, toxic.”
The following predominantly metallic
elements were unexpectedly detected in the
doses from AstraZeneca, BioNTech/Pfizer
and Moderna:
—Alkali metals: caesium (Cs), potassium
(K)
—Alkaline earth metals: calcium (Ca),
barium (Ba)
—transition metals: cobalt (Co), iron (Fe),
chromium (Cr), titanium (Ti)
—Rare earth metals: cerium (Ce), gadolinium (Gd)
—Mining group/metal: aluminium (Al)
—Carbon group: silicon (Si) (partly support material/slide)
—Oxygen group: sulphur (S).
Conclusion
The blood damage caused by COVID
“vaccines” is best seen by the public as the
key “missing link” that can explain what I and
many others have been reporting on for many
months — namely, the multitude of adverse
health impacts and deaths from what the
medical and public health establishment, the
mainstream media and government agencies
are still pushing on the public.
Eventually, history will show that all the
powers forcing COVID “vaccines” on the
public do not have the courage and integrity
to admit that the “vaccines” were a dangerous
and false pandemic solution that ultimately
will explain millions of deaths. They can be
seen as part of the biowar forced upon humanity — a true crime against humanity. The
principal force that created the phony vaccine
movement was Anthony Fauci, whose prosecution as a criminal is sorely needed.
*****
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Studies show blood damage in those who got COVID jab

By Joel S. Hirschhorn
WARNING: If you have had a COVID
vaccine/booster shot, what this article presents may cause you stress and anxiety.
Two key recent medical research articles,
one from Italy and one from Germany, have
been used to document what may be the most
important research finding during the entire
COVID pandemic period.
Blood damage that has been detailed
through sophisticated research methods is
the “missing link” to explain many negative
health conditions ranging from heart problems, cancers, reduced immunity and death.
Blood damage is the key biologic explanation
for harmful vaccine impacts. Note that I am
using the word “vaccine” but fully recognize
that COVID vaccines/boosters are not real
vaccines, but a form of genetic treatment that,
unlike real vaccines, do not actually and truly
prevent or cure COVID.
As to deaths, data from Europe, New
Zealand, Australia and Canada on total excess mortality countrywide in 2022, greater
than in 2020 and 2021, are best explained by
widespread COVID vaccine use in 2022 and
not COVID infection deaths.
Please understand that ordinary blood
testing you may get from your physician
laboratory orders are not the same as the research techniques used to document vaccine
induced blood damage. Do not let cognitive
dissonance stand in the way of your acceptance of these frightening research results.
In both research publications, closely examine the many photographs given to prove
blood damage; it is infeasible to reproduce
them here. It will take time and patience to
closely read these two studies, but there is
no alternative if you truly want to understand
how blood damage has been proven in a
compelling way.
Italian study
The title is “Dark-Field Microscopic
Analysis on the Blood of 1,006 Symptomatic
Persons After Anti-COVID mRNA Injections
from Pfizer/BioNtech or Moderna,” published in the International Journal of Vaccine
Theory, Practice and Research.
Here is the abstract:
“The use of dark-field microscopic analysis of fresh peripheral blood on a slide was
once widespread in medicine, allowing a first
and immediate assessment of the state of
health of the corpuscular components of the
blood. In the present study we analyzed with
a dark-field optical microscope the peripheral
blood drop from 1,006 symptomatic subjects
after inoculation with an mRNA injection
(Pfizer/BioNTech or Moderna), starting
from March 2021. There were 948 subjects
(94 percent of the total sample) whose blood
showed aggregation of erythrocytes and the
presence of particles of various shapes and
sizes of unclear origin one month after the
mRNA inoculation. In 12 subjects, blood
was examined with the same method before
vaccination, showing a perfectly normal
hematological distribution. The alterations
found after the inoculation of the mRNA
injections further reinforce the suspicion that
the modifications were due to the so-called

“vaccines” themselves. We report 4 clinical
cases, chosen as representative of the entire
case series. Further studies are needed to
define the exact nature of the particles found
in the blood and to identify possible solutions
to the problems they are evidently causing.”
Here are just a few statements from the
conclusions:
“With the hematological pictures we have
presented here it is reasonable to expect reactivation of oncological disease along with
blood circulation disorders.
“The alterations found after the injection
of our patient/cases with mRNA materials
(whatever may be in them), we found what
we believe is conclusive evidence that the
modifications observed, as these persons
went from normal blood profiles to very
abnormal ones, must be attributed to the
proximate mRNA injections.
“In conclusion, such abrupt changes as
we have documented in the peripheral blood
profile of 948 patients have never been observed after inoculation by any vaccines in
the past according to our clinical experience.
The sudden transition, usually at the time of
a second mRNA injection, from a state of
perfect normalcy to a pathological one, with
accompanying hemolysis, visible packing
and stacking of red blood cells in conjunction
with the formation of gigantic conglomerate
foreign structures, some of them appearing
as graphene-family super-structures, is unprecedented. Such phenomena have never
been seen before after any ‘vaccination’of
the past. In our collective experience, and
in our shared professional opinion, the large
quantity of particles in the blood of mRNA
injection recipients is incompatible with normal blood flow especially at the level of the
capillaries.” [That last statement is consistent
with the reseach that has found evidence of
micro blood clots found after vaccination and
in long covid victims.]
German study
The title is “German Researchers Examine
Covid ‘Vaccines’ and Vaccinated People’s
Blood and Say Stop Vaccinations.”
“The German Working Group for
COVID-19 Vaccine Analysis has made its
‘Summary of Preliminary Findings’ publicly
available. In a wide-ranging report dated 6
July, the Group described the toxic substances
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History repeating itself? Biden and Trump not
the first to use ‘rage rhetoric’ for political gain

By Jonathan Turley
President Joe Biden recently
stood in front of a blood-red background in Philadelphia, framed by
two Marines, to denounce millions
of “MAGA Republicans” and his
political opponents as “semi-fascist” extremists. In Wilkes-Barre,
Pa., former president Donald
Trump stood before his followers
and denounced Biden as an “enemy
of the state“ and the FBI as “vicious
monsters.”
Although I have previously
expressed alarm over what I call
the “age of rage,” we are seeing
a more serious turn as our leaders
fuel that rage in hopes of retaining
or regaining power.
Not surprisingly, polls show
more than 40 percent of voters now
believe we are heading into a civil
war. Not only are more columnists
discussing the approach of a possible civil war, President Biden
reportedly told a senior Democrat:
“I certainly hope [my presidency]
works out. If it doesn’t, I’m not sure
we’re going to have a country.”
A Trafalgar poll shows a majority of Americans believe Biden
tried to “incite conflict” with his
Philadelphia speech. Given an opportunity to assume higher ground
after that speech, Trump instead engaged in the same kind of unhinged
rhetoric. Liberal and conservative
pundits add to all that by discussing
the gathering clouds of civil war
while blaming each other.
While many insist there is a
systemic failure of our political
system, the United States faces not
a constitutional crisis but a crisis
of leadership, because both parties
view rage as a political weapon.
As polls show the midterm election tightening, both parties appear
to be giving up reason in favor of
rage for better results.
Despite our history of highly
divisive periods, this is one of the
most dangerous we have encountered.
I recently completed a study of
what I call “rage rhetoric” and how
our country has addressed such periods, legally and politically, from
colonial to contemporary times.
Rage politics is the most dangerous form of demagoguery. With
the rise of democracy came a rise
in demagogues who sought to use
rage to generate popular support.
As Aristotle noted, demagogues
“are like the fishers for eels; in still
waters they catch nothing, but if
they thoroughly stir up the slime,
their fishing is good.” The fishing
is particularly good today, as people tend to receive their news from
siloed, partisan sources.
Rage politics is nothing new
Rage politics is not new to
America, and the period that is most
similar to today occurred at the very
start of our republic.
At the start of the 19th century, the newly minted nation was
deeply divided between Federalists
aligned with John Adams and Democratic-Republicans aligned with
Thomas Jefferson. President Adams
labeled Jeffersonians as “seditionists,” while Jefferson referred to the
Adams administration as “the reign
of the witches.”

Rappaport

(Continued from Page 18)
directions. The BIA’s interpretation can result in the exclusion of
migrants who are not a threat of
any kind, and the interpretation
the administration wants can result
in the admission of migrants who
should be excluded for supporting
terrorist activities.
Neither is acceptable.
Congress created this problem
by not including adequate guidance on the meaning of “material
support” in its terrorist activities
exclusion provision. Congress
should fix it.
*****
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Adams sought to punish his
opponents through the infamous
Alien and Sedition Acts. Vermont
Rep. Matthew Lyon was prosecuted
for criticizing Adams’ “unbounded
thirst for ridiculous pomp, foolish
adulation, and selfish avarice.”
Adams seemed eager to prove the
point through partisan prosecutions. Twenty-five leading Democratic-Republicans were arrested,
including journalists; others were
threatened with arrest if they uttered
such thoughts.
Federalist journalist William Cobbett called Jeffersonians “frog-eating, man-eating,
blood-drinking cannibals” and
the “refuse of nations.” Federalist
newspapers predicted that if the Jeffersonians prevailed, then “murder,
robbery, rape, adultery, and incest
will be openly taught and practiced,
the air will be rent with the cries
of the distressed, the soil will be
soaked with blood, and the nation
black with crimes.”

Not unlike today, Supreme
Court justices also were threatened.
Then-Chief Justice John Jay was
hated for his negotiation of what
became known as the Jay Treaty
with Great Britain; he was a target
of Democratic-Republicans who
considered the court a cabal of
political activists. One editorial
declared: “John Jay, ah! The Arch
traitor — seize him, drown him,
flay him alive.” Crowds burned Jay
in effigy, including a Kentucky mob
that stuffed its effigy with gunpowder, guillotined it, then blew it up.
Jay remarked that he could travel
the “country at night by the light
of [my] burning effigies.”
Later, Chief Justice John Marshall also was burned in effigy
after writing the famous opinion
in Marbury v. Madison. While the
opinion is known for laying the
foundations of judicial authority,
it was an outgrowth of Adams’
attempt to appoint a slew of “Midnight judges” in his final hours as

president, in order to dominate the
courts. (Sound familiar?)
Today’s leaders seek to garner
support by leading the mob. In
2020, for example, Sen. Chuck
Schumer (D-N.Y.) declared on
the steps of the Supreme Court:
”I want to tell you, [Justice] Gorsuch, I want to tell you, [Justice]
Kavanaugh, you have released the
whirlwind and you will pay the
price. You won’t know what hit you
if you go forward with these awful
decisions.”
Win-at-any-cost strategy
People like Schumer hardly
make convincing revolutionaries.
They want to tap into the energy
of rage while assuming it will be
directed solely at their opponents
— but history often has proven such
assumptions wrong.
Revolutions take on an appetite
of their own; French journalist
Jacques Mallet du Pan famously
observed during the French Revolution that “like Saturn, the Revo-

lution devours its children.”
Today’s rage rhetoric is strikingly similar to what we saw in the
Adams-Jefferson period. Though
many denounced Biden’s speech
as inflammatory and divisive,
others complained it did not go
far enough. MSNBC regular Elie
Mystal objected to Biden’s use of
“MAGA Republicans” when, he
claimed, all Republicans are white
supremacists. Mystal and others
have denounced the Constitution
as “trash,” and even some law professors want to “reclaim America
from Constitutionalism.“
Rather than temper such passions, both Biden and Trump appear
intent on fueling the rage to win at
any cost in 2022 and 2024. With
leaders on both sides trafficking in
rage politics, it is hardly surprising
that Americans expect an increase
in political violence.
Fortunately, our Constitution
was not just written for times like
these, it was written and ratified in
times like these. It (and we) have
survived.
As we did in the 1800s, we will
not commit the self-immolation
advocated by so many — but the
costs are likely to be high, due to the
failure of leadership that is fueling
this crisis of faith.
Author James Freeman Clarke
once said “a politician thinks of the
next election; a statesman thinks
of the next generation.” Today, we
have far too many politicians and
far too few statesmen at an increasingly perilous moment.
*****
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A government big enough to give you everything you want, is strong enough to take everything you have. — Thomas Jefferson

Our Point of View
Biden administration
threatens free speech with
Title IX gender identity rule

Guest Editorial by Ethan Blevins and Alison Somin
American campuses, which should be havens for free
speech, have become infested with puritanical zealotry that
does not abide dissent, especially on controversial topics
such as race and gender identity. Unfortunately, free speech
on campus soon may face another setback. The Department
of Education has proposed a rule that would hand campus
crusaders a torch and pitchfork.
The rule would expand Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972. Title IX was enacted to prevent discrimination and harassment on college campuses, a noble goal.
But the Biden administration wants to weaponize the rule
to smother dissent against the sacrosanct gender theory
sweeping American schools.
The rule would take several steps that pose a severe threat
to free speech in this hot debate. First, the rule would extend
anti-discrimination and anti-harassment protections to gender identity and sexual orientation. Second, it would lower
the threshold for what constitutes “harassment” to the point
where it reaches even stray remarks that someone deems offensive. Right now, for speech to constitute harassment under
Title IX, it must be “so severe, pervasive and objectively
offensive that it effectively denies a person equal access to
the recipient’s education program or activity.” But under the
new rule, harassing speech could be either “severe” or “pervasive,” which gives more leeway to campus bureaucrats.
Third, the rule would reach speech far outside the school
environment, such that school officials could police comments on personal social media or other contexts far from
the learning environment. Fourth, the rule would allow
anyone to report speech and spark an investigation, enabling
the most thin-skinned on campus to launch an inquisition.
In short, the rule would censor viewpoints that go against
prevailing dogma. Consider some examples. A professor
declines to use a student’s preferred pronoun because of
her religious beliefs. A female student expresses discomfort
sharing a dorm or locker room with someone born male. A
lesbian student group declines membership to a trans female.
A women’s swim coach argues in an email that it’s unfair for
someone born male to compete against women. A professor
argues against imposing nonbinary gender constructs on
ancient civilizations and remains. These people could face
expulsion or termination under the rule.
While the topic has changed, this drive to punish dissent
calls to mind another era in which government officials
abused laws to punish dissent. In the late 1800s, Puritan
firebrand Anthony Comstock embarked on a crusade of
speech suppression as Postmaster General, using vague
“obscenity” laws to punish unpopular ideas. For instance,
Comstock pushed charges against feminist Victoria Woodhull, the first woman presidential candidate, for arguing
against monogamous marriage in her newspaper.
The Title IX rule poses a similar risk of heretic hunting. Like protecting the young from obscenity, stopping
harassment and discrimination may sound laudable. But
as history shows, sheathed within this noble veneer is a
blade that crusaders won’t hesitate to draw against their
enemies. Already, some schools have penalized faculty and
students over speech deemed transphobic. Professor Nicholas Meriwether, a philosophy professor at Shawnee State
University, faced discipline when a student complained that
the professor declined to use a preferred pronoun based on
his religious convictions.
Meriwether had sought a compromise by offering to refer
to the student by name only, but this did not satisfy his college’s Comstocks. And a Wisconsin school recently accused
three middle schoolers of sexual harassment for using the
wrong pronouns for a classmate. The appetite for Comstock
crusades already exists, but the Title IX rule would give
zealous college administrators a full set of dinnerware.
There is an important difference between harassment
and causing offense. Undoubtedly, Meriwether’s choice
offended some students. But a free society cannot remain
free if it shields its people from hurt feelings and discomfort.
Comstock had the same excuse, claiming that the “obscene”
views he sought to crush would corrupt youth.
Why protect campus speech that offends us? For one, if
we don’t, we soon may find our own speech on the chopping
block when political winds shift. Plus, students — and all
of us — are far better off exposed to offensive ideas than
sheltered from them. As the Supreme Court stated in 2017,
“[T]he proudest boast of our free speech jurisprudence is
that we protect the freedom to express the thought that we
hate.” But perhaps above all, free speech is a fundamental
right, and to deny it to anyone — even if they say things we
don’t like — is to deny it to all.
*****
Ethan Blevins (@ethanwb) and Alison Somin (@AlisonSomin) are attorneys at Pacific Legal Foundation, a nonprofit legal organization that defends Americans’ individual
liberty and constitutional rights.

ON A PERSONAL NOTE

Happy Constitution Day
Sept. 17, 1787 - Sept. 17, 2022

By Maramis
Not every calendar carries this holiday, sad to say,
but we encourage all Americans to remember and
celebrate this Birthday of the United States of America’s Government, on this day in 1787, on which the
delegates to the Constitutional Convention met for the

last time to sign the document they had created.
*****
Maramis Choufani is the Managing Editor of the
Las Vegas Tribune. She writes a weekly column in this
newspaper. To contact Maramis, email her at maramistribune@gmail.com.

By Joseph Farah
Do we really have a First Amendment today?
I don’t think so.
Far from it.
We have strayed a long way from the absolute
guarantee of the Constitution of the United States
to its people, its citizens, its progeny, its offspring
collectively.
The First Amendment prohibits the government
from making laws that regulate an establishment of
religion, or that prohibit the free exercise of religion,
or abridge the freedom of speech, the freedom of the
press, the freedom of assembly, or the right to petition
the government for redress of grievances.
It’s been rather strange working in the press without
these protections. Big Tech, Big Pharma and Big Government — headed by “the Big Guy” Joe Biden — are
all still realities we must deal with on an ongoing basis.
It’s a nightmare, to be candid, which brings us back to
the First Amendment.
If we can’t speak and write the TRUTH, and can
no longer operate freely according to the promises of
our nation’s Constitution, then we don’t have a truly
free press. And without a free press, we don’t have a
free country — they ALWAYS go together.
Yet there has never been an era in American history
when lies were more ubiquitous and destructive, and

Truth more desperately needed, than right now.
Today’s systematic suppression of conservative,
Christian, pro-life, pro-capitalism and pro-American
expression by progressive Big Tech monopolies like
Google, Facebook and others has become increasingly
brazen. They literally are attempting to completely
extinguish free speech and independent journalism in
America.
Very simply, my friends, times have changed.
*****
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By Joe Concha
“Journalists uncover the truth, check the abuse of
power, and demand transparency from those in power.
They are indispensable. And, at a time when the truth
is increasingly under attack, our need for accurate,
fact-based reporting, open public conversation, and
accountability has never been greater.”
That was President Biden in a statement on National
Press Day not long after taking office in 2021. Hard to
argue with the sentiment: Journalists are indispensable
to a functioning democracy. The need for accountability has never been greater.
But, as we’re learning when it comes to so many
things regarding the 46th president, words and deeds
are two very different things. Joe Biden has been
anything but transparent. And journalists seeking to
uncover the truth have been shunned and ignored by
this president.
It began during the 2020 campaign, when Biden did
all he could to avoid the press. But candidate Biden is

now President Biden. And that kind of power requires
facing the hard and pertinent questions, for example,
from journalists in sit-down interviews.
Accountability doesn’t get to hide in the basement.
But that appears to be the strategy from the president’s
handlers, who seem not to want him anywhere near
this kind of setting before the midterms and likely
even after.
Regardless of what you thought about former
President Trump and his verbal treatment of the press,
he was extremely accessible, sometimes to his own
determent.
For comparison, Biden had held 17 press conferences and done 22 media interviews in his first 20
months in office, while Trump held 36 press conferences in his first 20 months.
So, the question is: If Biden has all the momentum
many in the media have been saying he has, and if
he has such a winning message that is turning every(See Concha, Page 22)

Can we survive with no First Amendment?

Biden continues to stiff-arm the press

View Points
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Government export cap backfires
on the Indian sugar producers
By Chuck Muth
That which government gives;
government can take away.
In an effort to stave off roaring
inflation in India, the government
recently imposed a cap on the export of raw sugar, hoping to lower
domestic prices.
That, according to a Reuters
report, has resulted in stocks of
raw sugar piling up in ports and
warehouses.
The problem is, the government-imposed cap of 10 million
tons includes both raw and refined
sugar. And raw sugar, according to
Aditya Jhunjhunwala, president of
the Indian Sugar Mills Association,
“cannot be sold in the domestic
market.”
Oops.
The government’s new export

CHUCK MUTH
ceiling — combined with logistical
problems, including “a shortage of
trucks and railway cars” — has resulted in some 200,000 tons of raw
sugar being “stuck at ports across

the country.”
“If the government allows mills
to export their inventories,” a Mumbai-based sugar trader told Reuters,
“there will be a lot of buyers, as
Indian sugar is very competitive in
the world market.”
Of course, a prime reason for
Indian sugar being competitive
in the world market is because of
government meddling with price
controls and subsidies.
Which is also why India is at
the top of the global sugar market
with Brazil and Thailand — which
also subsidize their sugar industries
and exports.
Such government interference
wildly distorts the price for sugar
on the global stage — often well
below the actual cost of production.
This, a free market does not make.

MACe YAMPolSKY
tering to Telles. He was stabbed
to death by someone dressed in
an outfit with an orange vest like
those worn by flaggers, and a floppy
hat. Pursuant to a search warrant

served on Telles, authorities found
a cut-up hat and bloody shoes. His
DNA was found at the scene of the
crime. Telles was arrested and will
be charged with open murder.
He wrote stories that reached
nearly every sordid corner of Las
Vegas. He was fearless. His columns took to task mobsters, crooked politicians, and casino titans. He
continually exposed malfeasance
wherever it was. He was a crusader.
He wrote about allegations that the
Las Vegas Raiders violated discrimination. And labor laws. No one
could avoid his muckraking zeal.
He was a modern-day David taking
on Goliath at every turn. Once he
believed a story needed to be told,
he was fearless. He was unwavering
in getting his stories published.
He wrote a book called “Murder
in Sun City” about the killing of

And as long as countries such as
India, Brazil, and Thailand continue
to “cheat” through government supply controls and subsidies, the U.S.
sugar policy of quotas and tariffs on
sugar imports from such countries
needs to remain in place.
Only when those countries take
off the training wheels should our

country lower the bridge.
*****
Free Market Sugar is a project
of Citizen Outreach, a non-partisan
grassroots advocacy organization.
Chuck Muth is president of CitizenOutreach.org and publisher of
NevadaNewsandViews.com. He
blogs at MuthsTruths.com.

JeFF GeRMAN
casino magnate, Ted Binion.
Recently he continued to report
on the public administrator’s office.
He recently filed a records request

for text messages and emails Telles
sent. He was infuriated. German
was only the 9th journalist to be
killed over the last three decades.
He was the embodiment of an intrepid journalist. Regardless of their
political party or how popular they
were, if they had done something
wrong, he took them to task. He
always was in search of the next
big story. He put in the hard work.
He learned the facts. He asked the
tough questions. He never backed
down. He will be missed.
*****
For more information regarding
Nevada laws, or if you feel your
rights have been violated, please
call Mace Yampolsky & Associates.
Call or text us at (702) 385-9777.
We are available 24/7 for emergencies. If you need help, CALL NOW
before it is too late. We can help!

The Sin City Scribe was murdered

By Mace Yampolsky
Jeff German was a longtime
muckraking Las Vegas journalist.
He was fearless, writing about the
mob, sensational trials, and corrupt
officials. The hard-edged reporting
was the cause of his demise.
He wrote a scathing article on
the inner workings of the Clark
County public administrator’s
office. This is the department that
handles the estates of dead people
that don’t have wills.
He reported about the hostile
work environment and about an
inappropriate relationship between
the boss, Robert Telles, who was
a bully, and a subordinate. The
article was responsible for Telles
losing the primary. He became a
lame duck.
German was working on another
article that would also not be flat-

It’s time to prepare for a Ukrainian victory
By Anne Applebaum
Over the past six days, Ukraine’s armed
forces have broken through the Russian lines
in the northeastern corner of the country,
swept eastward, and liberated town after
town in what had been occupied territory.
First Balakliya, then Kupyansk, then Izium,
a city that sits on major supply routes.
These names won’t mean much to a foreign
audience, but they are places that have been
beyond reach, impossible for Ukrainians to
contact for months. Now they have fallen
in hours. As I write this, Ukrainian forces
are said to be fighting on the outskirts of
Donetsk, a city that Russia has occupied
since 2014.
Many things about this advance are unexpected, especially the location: For many
weeks, the Ukrainians loudly telegraphed
their intention to launch a major offensive
farther south. The biggest shock is not
Ukraine’s tactics but Russia’s response.
“What really surprises us,” Lieutenant General Yevhen Moisiuk, the deputy commander
in chief of the Ukrainian armed forces, told
me in Kyiv yesterday morning, “is that the
Russian troops are not fighting back.”
Russian troops are not fighting back. More
than that: Offered the choice of fighting or
fleeing, many of them appear to be escaping
as fast as they can. For several days, soldiers
and others have posted photographs of hastily
abandoned military vehicles and equipment,
as well as videos showing lines of cars, presumably belonging to collaborators, fleeing
the occupied territories. A Ukrainian General
Staff report said that Russian soldiers were
ditching their uniforms, donning civilian
clothes, and trying to slip back into Russian
territory.
The Ukrainian security service has set
up a hotline that Russian soldiers can call
if they want to surrender, and it has also
posted recordings of some of the calls. The
fundamental difference between Ukrainian
soldiers, who are fighting for their country’s
existence, and Russian soldiers, who are
fighting for their salary, has finally begun
to matter.
That difference might not suffice, of
course. Ukrainian soldiers may be better motivated, but the Russians still have far larger
stores of weapons and ammunition. They can
still inflict misery on civilians, as they did in
today’s apparent attack on the electrical grid
in Kharkiv and elsewhere in eastern Ukraine.
Many other cruel options — horrific options

— are still open even to a Russia whose
soldiers will not fight. The nuclear plant in
Zaporizhzhia remains inside the battle zone.
Russia’s propagandists have been talking
about nuclear weapons since the beginning
of the war. Although Russian troops are not
fighting in the north, they are still resisting
the Ukrainian offensive in the south.
But even though the fighting may still
take many turns, the events of the past few
days should force Ukraine’s allies to stop
and think. A new reality has been created:
The Ukrainians could win this war. Are we
in the West really prepared for a Ukrainian
victory? Do we know what other changes it
could bring?
Back in March, I wrote that it was time
to imagine the possibility of victory, and I
defined victory quite narrowly: “It means that
Ukraine remains a sovereign democracy, with
the right to choose its own leaders and make
its own treaties.” Six months later, some adjustments to that basic definition are required.
In Kyiv yesterday, I watched Ukrainian
Defense Minister Oleksii Reznikov tell an
audience that victory should now include
not only a return to the borders of Ukraine
as they were in 1991 — including Crimea,
as well as Donbas in eastern Ukraine — but
also reparations to pay for the damage and
war-crimes tribunals to give victims some
sense of justice.
These demands are not in any sense outrageous or extreme. This was never just a war
for territory, after all, but rather a campaign
fought with genocidal intent. Russian forces

in occupied territories have tortured and
murdered civilians, arrested and deported
hundreds of thousands of people, destroyed
theaters, museums, schools, hospitals. Bombing raids on Ukrainian cities far from the
front line have slaughtered civilians and cost
Ukraine billions in property damage. Returning the land will not, by itself, compensate
Ukrainians for this catastrophic invasion.
But even if it is justified, the Ukrainian
definition of victory remains extraordinarily
ambitious. To put it bluntly: It is hard to
imagine how Russia can meet any of these
demands — territorial, financial, legal —
so long as its current president remains in
power. Remember, Vladimir Putin has put
the destruction of Ukraine at the very center
of his foreign and domestic policies, and at
the heart of what he wants his legacy to be.
Two days after the launch of the failed invasion of Kyiv, the Russian state-news agency
accidentally published, and then retracted,
an article prematurely declaring success.
“Russia,” it declared, “is restoring its unity.” The dissolution of the U.S.S.R. — the
“tragedy of 1991, this terrible catastrophe in
our history” — had been overcome. A “new
era” had begun.
That original mission has already failed.
There will be no such “new era.” The Soviet Union will not be revived. And when
Russian elites finally realize that Putin’s
imperial project was not just a failure for
Putin personally but also a moral, political,
and economic disaster for the entire country,
themselves included, then his claim to be the

legitimate ruler of Russia melts away. When I
write that Americans and Europeans need to
prepare for a Ukrainian victory, this is what
I mean: We must expect that a Ukrainian
victory, and certainly a victory in Ukraine’s
understanding of the term, also brings about
the end of Putin’s regime.
To be clear: This is not a prediction; it’s
a warning. Many things about the current
Russian political system are strange, and
one of the strangest is the total absence of a
mechanism for succession. Not only do we
have no idea who would or could replace
Putin; we have no idea who would or could
choose that person. In the Soviet Union there
was a Politburo, a group of people that could
theoretically make such a decision, and very
occasionally did. By contrast, there is no
transition mechanism in Russia. There is
no dauphin. Putin has refused even to allow
Russians to contemplate an alternative to his
seedy and corrupt brand of kleptocratic power. Nevertheless, I repeat: It is inconceivable
that he can continue to rule if the centerpiece
of his claim to legitimacy — his promise to
put the Soviet Union back together again —
proves not just impossible but laughable.
To prepare for Putin’s exit does not mean
that Americans, Europeans, or any outsiders
intervene directly in the politics of Moscow.
We have no tools that can affect the course
of events in the Kremlin, and any effort to
meddle would certainly backfire. But that
doesn’t mean we should help him stay in
power either. As Western heads of state,
foreign ministers, and generals think about
how to end this war, they should not try to
preserve Putin’s view of himself or of the
world, his backward-looking definition of
Russian greatness. They should not be planning to negotiate on his terms at all, because
they might be dealing with someone else
altogether.
Even if they prove ephemeral, the events
of the past few days do change the nature of
this war. From the very beginning, everybody
— Europeans, Americans, the global business
community in particular — has wanted a
return to stability. But the path to stability
in Ukraine, long-lasting stability, has been
hard to see. After all, any cease-fire imposed
too early could be treated, by Moscow, as an
opportunity to rearm. Any offer to negotiate
could be understood, in Moscow, as a sign of
weakness. But now is the time to ask about
the stability of Russia itself and to factor
(See Applebaum, Page 22)
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Should citizenship be a birthright?

By José Azel
In the Americas we consider
birthright citizenship to be guaranteed. But in fact, the right to
citizenship of anyone born in the
territory of a State is rare. Currently
only about thirty countries in the
world offer citizenship jus soli
(right of land). In the rest of the
world, citizenship is transmitted by
descent based on the principle of jus
sanguinis (right of blood), which
means having at least one parent
who is a citizen of that country.
In Europe, Asia, Africa and Oceania all nations guarantee citizenship in some form of jus sanguinis
protocols. In patriarchal societies
the citizenship of the minor is
determined through the father;
in matriarchal societies, from the
mother, and some countries may
require both parents to be citizens.
For most of the world the place
where one is born is not a decisive
factor for citizenship.
Not only is citizenship by birth
rare; it is also declining. In recent
years some countries have transformed citizenship from jus soli
to jus sanguinis. Malta, India,
New Zealand, Australia, France,
and Ireland have all moved to jus
sanguinis citizenship. It is not
clear why the only countries that
guarantee birthright citizenship are
in the Americas. But in 2013, the
Dominican Republic retroactively
changed jus soli laws, withdrawing

José Azel
Dominican citizenship from some
200,000 Dominican-born people of
Haitian descent.
Currently, the United States
offers citizenship on both the principles of jus soli and jus sanguinis,
and also by naturalization. The
framers of the United States Constitution did not define national citizenship. Therefore, birthright citizenship is based on the Fourteenth
Amendment to the Constitution,
which states: “All persons born or
naturalized in the United States, and
subject to the jurisdiction thereof,
are citizens of the United States
and of the State where they reside.”
Historically, this formulation
was used to ignore the Court’s 1857
decision (Dred Scott v. Sanford)
that “African Americans were not
citizens of the United States.” And

while Supreme Court cases have
essentially affirmed American
citizenship by birth, neither the
Supreme Court nor Congress has
clarified whether the language of
the Fourteenth Amendment covers
U.S.-born children of parents who
are in the country illegally.
The Court’s decision in 1898,
in United States v. Wong Kim Ark,
covers only the specific situation
that US-born children of legal resident aliens are U.S. citizens. It does
not address the case of children born
in the United States of non-legal
residents. So the issue remains an
open question.
The numbers are alarming. The
Pew Research Center estimates
that 7.5 percent of all births in the
United States - about 300,000 births
annually - are to illegal immigrants.
Pew also estimates that there are
some 4.5 million children born to
illegal immigrants who received
citizenship by virtue of being born
in the United States. Given the
magnitude of the problem, and the
fact that most countries in the world
have rejected birthright citizenship,
it might be worth rethinking this
policy.
A central argument against automatic birthright citizenship is that
the country that recognizes it gives
up its sovereign right to decide who
can be a citizen. Birthright citizenship weakens existing citizenship.
A just government is based on

a social contract freely accepted
by free citizens. Consequently, the
scope and authority of such a social
contract covers only those citizens
who have agreed to abide by the
stipulations of the contract. This is
the essence of citizenship. So, it is
reasoned, a social contract where
anyone can be added in defiance
of the community of existing members is not a valid social contract.
Citizenship by birth is inherently
self-contradictory.
Clearly, countries develop practical citizenship policies to accommodate their changing economic
and security needs. Consider the
Vatican, where neither jus soli nor
jus sanguinis work. The only way

ON THE HOLMES FRONT

to obtain Vatican citizenship is to
work for the Supreme Pontiff or by
special papal dispensation. The Vatican vehemently defends the rights
of immigrants, but ironically it is
the only place in the world where
someone can be a citizen only if the
head of state pleases.
José Azel left Cuba in 1961 as a
13 year-old political exile in what
has been dubbed Operation Pedro
Pan — the largest unaccompanied
child refugee movement in the
history of the Western Hemisphere.
He is currently dedicated to the indepth analyses of Cuba’s economic,
social and political state, with a
keen interest in post-Castro-Cuba
strategies.

Explosive new scandal rocks Biden White House

By Frank Holmes
Biden administration staffers have written a policy to give themselves hundreds of
thousands, possibly millions, of taxpayers’
dollars.
President Joe Biden’s “student loan forgiveness” plan would have a life-changing
effect… for the people who wrote Biden’s
student loan forgiveness plan, a new muckraking investigation has revealed.
In August, Biden gave a televised speech
announcing that he was going to let people
who hadn’t paid back their student loans
write off $10,000, or $20,000 if they took
Pell Grants, if they make less than $125,000
a year.
It was Biden’s lips moving, but the actual
policy was written by his staffers — who
may soon line their pockets with the money
they’re taking out of yours.
“The new political staff at the Department
of Education could personally benefit by up
to $512,646 in forgiven student loan principal
balances and forgone interest payments if
$10,000 in federal loans are forgiven,” according to a new report from a group called

Applebaum

(Continued from Page 21)
that question into our plans. Russian soldiers
are running away, ditching their equipment,
asking to surrender. How long do we have
to wait until the men in Putin’s inner circle
do the same?
The possibility of instability in Russia, a
nuclear power, terrifies many. But it may now
be unavoidable. And if that’s what is coming,
we should anticipate it, plan for it, think about
the possibilities as well as the dangers. “We
have learned not to be scared,” Reznikov told
his Kyiv audience on Saturday. “Now we ask
the rest of you not to be scared too.”
*****
Anne Applebaum is a staff writer at The
Atlantic.

Concha

(Continued from Page 20)
thing around for Democrats heading into the
midterms, why hasn’t he sat down for a TV
interview in more than 210 days?
You read that correctly. The last time the
president of the United States did a real TV
interview was with NBC’s Lester Holt on
Super Bowl Sunday in February.
“Is he dodging us?” RealClearPolitics
correspondent Phil Wegmann asked White
House Press Secretary Karine Jean-Pierre.
“The president loves talking to you all.
He takes your questions all the time,” she
replied. “He took [Fox News White House
Correspondent] Peter [Doocy]’s question
last Friday. I’m sure Peter was excited about
that.”
How condescending.
Oh, and don’t bother making the argument that his appearance on Jimmy Kimmel
Live! counts as a TV interview. That was a
foot massage by a supporter with a studio
audience, not an actual Q&A.
“There’s a lot of major things we’ve
done,” Biden told Kimmel at one point. “But
what we haven’t done is we haven’t been
able to communicate it.” ”Look at how the
press has changed,” the president added.
“With notable exceptions, even the really
good reporters, they have to get a number
of clicks on the nightly news. So instead of
asking a question … it’s just, everything gets
sensationalized.”

the American Accountability Foundation, a
government accountability watchdog.
“Student loan debt at the Department is
massive with 41 education staffers evaluated
holding between $2,820,061 and $6,500,000
in total student loan debt,” said AAF.
It’s not just this center-right group:
Bloomberg news service, founded by Democrat Michael Bloomberg, combed through
financial disclosures from the Office of
Government Ethics and turned up 30 staffers
who owe more than $10,000 in student loans.
They put the total amount of student loans
owed by deadbeat Biden’s staffers at somewhere between $2 million and $4.7 million.
One Biden staffer alone has yet to pay
back somewhere between $500,000 and $1
million in student loan payments.
The AAF report even names two DOE
staff members — Melanie Muenzer and
Jennifer Mishory — who could be able to
write off $40,000 between them.
So, they’re writing the policy, and they’re
cashing in.
“The fact that Department of Education
staffers who could personally benefit from
the student loan bailout are the same people

The hubris is something to behold. So,
Biden, who refuses to speak to reporters
one-on-one, is frustrated about not being
able to share all the good things he says the
administration has done. And he also says
really good reporters are slaves to clicks so
must sensationalize everything, so therefore
he isn’t going to talk to them.
It is also noteworthy that Biden has not
done an interview with journalists at any
major print newspapers since taking office.
(That’s nearly600 days.) The president did do
a June interview with the Associated Press,
but that’s a wire service.

who are crafting it is a conflict of interest
and unacceptable,” the founder of AAF, Tom
Jones (not the singer), told The College Fix.
”The President and the Secretary of Education should have excluded anyone who was
eligible for the bailout from helping draft it.”
The report shines a light on the way government bureaucrats write policies to get
their hands on taxpayers’ money.
It’s not fair that someone who “didn’t go
to college… now has to pay higher taxes to
cover the loans of a gender studies major
from Oberlin,” Jones said.
This is going to cost taxpayers. Biden’s
student loan “forgiveness” could cost up to
$1 trillion, according to the Penn-Wharton
budget model.
The White House set a much lower figure:
$240 billion over 10 years. But that assumes
only 75 percent of eligible debt-holders want
free money from the federal government.
That’s “ludicrous,” said Taxpayers Protection
Alliance President David Williams.
The real price will be at least twice that
much, according to two right-of-center
groups. The National Taxpayers Union and
the Committee for a Responsible Federal

Budget estimate the costs between $400
billion and $600 billion.
Not to worry — the Biden administration
claims none of this will cost you a dime.
“We consider it fully paid for,” claimed
Biden’s deputy director of the White House
National Economic Council, Bharat Ramamurti.
He said the costs will come out of what
the Biden administration is claiming is “$1.7
trillion in deficit reduction this year… We’re
using a portion of that — a very small portion
of it” for the student loan charge-off. But the
CBO says the real federal deficit is already
$727 billion just 10 months into the 2022
fiscal year. So much for savings.
This will either raise inflation or raise
taxes—or both—to pay off Team Biden.
“You would have had a much different
policy if it was drafted by people who
had taken loans, graduated, worked in the
private sector, and paid down their loans,”
said Jones.
Almost everybody has noticed the nameless people who rule in the president’s name
are paying their debt with your money. House
Republicans wrote a letter back in June to
the Office of Government Ethics saying this
policy was “promulgated by White House
staffers who stand to financially benefit from
the decision.”
The only person who hasn’t realized is
the president.
When a reporter asked Biden last Thursday whether his employees crafted a policy
that would let them write off their own debt,
Biden answered, “No one has told me they
have.”
What else are the people really running
the government hiding from the president?
*****
Frank Holmes is a veteran journalist and
an outspoken conservative that talks about
the news that was in his weekly article, “On
The Holmes Front.”

Axios’s Jonathan Swan, who sat down
with then-President Trump in August 2020,
just three months before a presidential election, explained why Biden’s handlers will
never agree for him to be challenged in a
one-on-one interview. ”I say this as somebody who has tried repeatedly to get a oneon-one interview with Joe Biden. He won’t
do it,” Swan tweeted in July. “And there’s
no convening power on planet earth that
could compel him to do an interview that his
advisers deem to be unsafe. This is of course
true of many politicians.” What happened to
the transparency Biden promised?

Perhaps the president’s handlers are so
petrified because if Biden sat down with a decent journalist, it’s certain he would be asked
how he plans on paying for this trillion-dollar
student loan forgiveness program. Or how the
$750 billion Inflation Reduction will actually
reduce inflation. Or why he refuses to visit the
U.S. Southern border as millions of migrants
continue enter the country illegally, along
with fentanyl, which is killing Americans at
an alarming rate.
Or — and this is a long shot given how
little this is discussed and scrutinized by traditional media — about his son Hunter and
the damning contents of his laptop showing
alleged influence peddling-for-profit that
launched a federal investigation into his
dealings in China and Ukraine. That certainly
would not go well.
It’s been 210 days since Biden’s last interview. There are people who have walked
across the entire continental United States in
less time. Seven months is a very long time.
Almost all news outlets would be up in
arms if a Republican administration stiffarmed the press so blatantly. But a Republican administration isn’t in power.
Free passes are all the rage, especially
when it comes to Team Biden, which talks
a good game about press freedom while
squashing it.
Joe Concha is a media and politics columnist.
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Queen Elizabeth II’s stoic legacy

By Elizabeth Grace Matthew
Queen Elizabeth II passed away on Thursday at age 96, and with her went perhaps
the most enduring representation of female
leadership that the world has ever known.
The heartfelt reaction to her death among
the British citizens who gathered at Buckingham Palace and broke into a spontaneous
chorus of “God Save the King,” as King
Charles III now takes the throne, was a
moment of poignance and earnestness on
a public stage that no longer permits much
of either.
The United Kingdom is likely to have
kings on the throne for many years hence, as
the new monarch’s eldest son, William, and
his eldest grandson, George, are expected to
succeed him. Around the world, however,
the number of women who assume positions
of leadership and responsibility in politics,
medicine and business is likely to continue
to grow in the post-Elizabethan era, just as
they did throughout her reign.
Meanwhile, the late queen’s model of
leadership — stoic, steady and strong — is
in danger of dying along with her.
That would be tragic, for it is the only
model of leadership that can, as Queen
Elizabeth did for so many years, modernize
old (and thus inevitably compromised, as
everything human is compromised) institutions without desecrating and destroying
them. Moreover, it is the model that is most
effective for many female leaders.
For the 25-year-old Elizabeth being

crowned in 1952, there were no tips for
managing the insecurity that is now termed
“imposter syndrome“ and would become a
de rigueur way for young women to process
the experience of stepping into a demanding
academic or professional role some 70 years
later.
There would be no trendy cocktail of
mental and physical maladies for the young
queen to tally in an effort to underscore her
worth even as they rendered her ostensibly
incapable of performing daily functions. And
there would be no assumption, on the part of
anyone attending or advising the late queen,
that a female leader’s lack of control over her
own emotions could possibly betray anything
other than exactly what the same lack of con-

trol would betray in a male leader: weakness.
It was a less forgiving time to be a woman
in power. In an important way, though, it was
also a more respectful, less patronizing one.
No one assumed that Elizabeth would be any
less capable of rising to the task, coping with
its demands and maintaining her composure
under utmost pressure than her father had
been. She met these expectations, not by
pretending to be a man (the late queen was
quite fashionably feminine, in fact) but by
embodying a stoic leadership persona that
simply presumed her equality as a woman
to be a given. And thus, it was.
In a culture that now fetishizes female
victimization and emotionalism and relabels them empowerment (for example, in

Disney’s recent “Turning Red“ (2020), in
which a pubescent girl’s emotions are so
intense and uncontrollable that they balloon
into a red panda, which she chooses to keep
rather than restrain like the older women in
her family do, signifying that she’s proud
to be out of control), young women are
infantilized.
This renders them (and, increasingly,
their male counterparts as well) mentally
and emotionally coddled, and thereby unprepared for the stresses that accompany
increased responsibility.
The queen ascended to the throne long
before she was ready, and long before she
hoped to. Greatness was, as Shakespeare’s
“Twelfth Night” has it, “thrust upon [her].”
She rose to the occasion.
Greatness is also being thrust upon each
of us (in more mundane ways, of course) if
we care to answer the call. Can we rise to
the occasion? Can we resuscitate the presumptive deference to hard work, loyalty
and duty — above sentiment, virility and
trivia — that Queen Elizabeth embodied, in
a society where those virtues have suffered
more than a surface wound over the past
several years?
I don’t know, but it’s worth a try. God
save us all if we don’t.
Elizabeth Grace Matthew writes about
culture, politics and religion for various
publications, including America magazine
and The Philadelphia Inquirer. Follow her
on Twitter @ElizabethGMat.

come as much of a shock.
But that smear is particularly galling
coming from Biden the same week in which
he announced, without any constitutional
authority whatsoever, that he was erasing

some $500 billion in student loan debts — the
single largest executive action in American
history. Biden justified that action on the basis
of a nonexistent COVID-19 emergency. He
has justified similar usurpations on similar
grounds: He illegally tasked his Occupational Safety and Health Administration with
forcing vaccines on some 80 million people
on the basis of a “public health emergency”;
he used his Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention to try to propagate an eviction
moratorium on the same basis; he bragged
in July that he will reshape the American
economy on his own if Congress doesn’t
act in order to forestall a supposed “climate
change emergency.”
If we’re talking about semi-fascism, this
stuff qualifies.
The history of fascism, after all, does not
begin with a dictator simply marching into
a nation’s capital and seizing total power. It
more frequently begins with the destruction
of the legislative branch at the hands of centralization of executive power. Adolf Hitler
didn’t just declare himself dictator; dictatorial

power preceded him in the chancellor’s office
by several years, dating back to Heinrich
Bruning invoking emergency powers under
Article 48 of the Weimar Constitution in
1930. Benito Mussolini came to power under constitutional means in 1922 and didn’t
consolidate his rule until 1925. Fascism, in
other words, is a gradual process. And that
process starts with executive branch actors
accreting authority they were never given.
Because our political discourse has
devolved into middle-school histrionics
— “Everyone I don’t like is Hitler!” — we
fail to notice the gradual slide into tyranny,
ignoring it on behalf of spectacular headlines
and reactionary rhetoric. Standing up to that
process isn’t semi-fascism; it’s the opposite.
*****
Ben Shapiro is a graduate of UCLA and
Harvard Law School, host of “The Ben
Shapiro Show” and editor-in-chief of DailyWire.com. He is the author of the New York
Times bestsellers “How to Destroy America
in Three Easy Steps,” “The Right Side of
History” and “Bullies.”

a substantially amended agreement effectively amounts to “reaching an agreement”
under INARA, thereby triggering the law’s
transmittal and review requirements.
During the period in which Congress
reviews and votes on the new agreement,
the administration cannot provide sanctions
relief from measures imposed by Congress,
which greatly curtails the administration’s
flexibility in providing Tehran immediate,
unobstructed benefits. That is one reason the
administration wants to get around INARA.
They have apparently found another way:
according to leaked audio from the lead Iranian negotiator, prior to submitting the deal
to Congress the Biden administration will
simply lift or suspend three executive orders
relating to Iran.
We reconstructed the details using other
public Iranian and U.S. government documents and found that this would result in
the lifting of over 170 sanctions on critical
Iranian banks, terrorists and foreign sanctions
evaders. This includes sanctions relief for
Iran’s Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei, Iranian
President Ebrahim Raisi, and senior IRGC
generals responsible for the 1983 Beirut Barracks bombing and the 1994 AMIA bombing.
If the Biden administration enters the
deal without due consideration and action
by Congress, House and Senate members
could initiate a lawsuit against the president.
According to the Congressional Research
Service’s 2014 study, based on the Supreme
Court’s guidelines in Raines v. Byrd, individual members of Congress have legal standing

against the executive branch when they have
suffered an “institutional injury” that amounts
to vote nullification in the past or future.
Since INARA lays out the procedure for
voting on nuclear agreements and provides an
expedited vote, a court may find that evading
the law amounts to vote nullification.
If members of Congress filed suit against
the administration for injunctive relief, it
could delay further sanctions relief, would
raise the profile of the JCPOA’s deficiencies
and draw attention to provisions in the deal
that the Biden administration may be hesitant
to publicize. It could also prove as a useful
dilatory tool to permit a full accounting of the
hidden concessions and side deals rumored
to come, such as a widely-reported $7 billion
hostage payment for the release of 4 American citizens — a rumor the administration
has denied.
The Iranians pay close attention to the
sentiments of Congress — in fact, Iranian
officials frequently cite objections from
Congress as reasons against rejoining the
JCPOA. Even if the effort fails, this vote
would send an extraordinary message to the
regime and the international business community that any deal struck would not survive
by any future Republican administration.
Ultimately, it is risk-averse businesses and
their leadership, not politicians, who make
investment decisions.
This vote and its message would severely
temper any economic investment in Iran
(having a similar effect to sanctions), could
prove to be a death knell for these misguided negotiations and would set the stage for
the next administration to take a stronger
approach.
*****
Matthew Zweig, former senior advisor
at the U.S. State Department’s Office of the
Special Representative for Syria Engagement and senior professional staff member
at the House Foreign Affairs Committee is a
senior fellow at the Foundation for Defense
of Democracies, a nonpartisan research
institute focused on national security and
foreign policy. Gabriel Noronha is a fellow at
the Jewish Institute for National Security of
America (JINSA) and previously served as the
State Department’s special advisor for Iran
from 2019-2021. He also served in the Senate
Armed Services Committee from 2017-2019.

Joe Biden is the real ‘semi-fascist’
By Ben Shapiro
This week, President Joe Biden — in
search of a new label to pin on his political
opponents after the failure of his “ultra-MAGA” branding, which prompted peals of
laughter rather than shudders of horror —
landed on a new slur with which to tar those
who don’t support his agenda: They are, he
said, semi-fascists. Speaking with a crowd
of Democratic donors in Maryland, Biden
reportedly said, “What we’re seeing now
is either the beginning or the death knell of
an extreme MAGA philosophy. It’s not just
Trump, it’s the entire philosophy that underpins the — I’m going to say something — it’s
semi-fascism.”
Now, Democratic politicians painting half
of Americans as beneath contempt is old hat.
Former President Barack Obama, of course,
said that Americans who didn’t support him
in 2008 were merely bitter bigots, clinging to
“guns or religion or antipathy toward people
who aren’t like them.” Hillary Clinton was
more pithy: she called them a “basket of
deplorables.” So, “semi-fascist” shouldn’t

Biden may be plotting to keep the
Congress out of the Iran nuclear deal

By Matthew Zweig
and Gabriel Noronha
Negotiators from Iran, the United States
and the European Union have once again
nearly concluded indirect talks over the “final
text“ of a nuclear deal. Like the 2015 deal
formally known as the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA), the new deal imposes temporary restrictions on the Iranian
nuclear program in exchange for broad sanctions relief. Though the talks appear to have
reached another impasse, they could rapidly
conclude in the coming weeks if Iran decides
to show flexibility.
As it prepares to market the deal to a
skeptical Congress, the Biden administration
has hinted that negotiations in Vienna did
not result in a new agreement, but merely
all sides returning to compliance with the
JCPOA. This may seem likely a purely semantic point but may actually be a calculated
effort to avoid a congressional vote after a
review of the nuclear deal, as required by
the Iran Nuclear Agreement Review Act of
2015 (INARA).
In May, the State Department Special Representative for Iran Rob Malley pledged to
submit any prospective agreement with Iran
for congressional review. INARA specifies
that within five calendar days after reaching
any agreement with Iran relating to its nuclear
program, the president must transmit the full
agreement to Congress. INARA also lays out
procedures for congressional review and an
expedited process for voting on the deal if
Congress so chooses.
The Biden administration may still be hoping to avoid a congressional vote by claiming
that it is merely returning to the JCPOA,
which went through the INARA review
process in 2015. Thus, the White House may
try to argue that, while they are submitting
the text of an agreement for review there is
no need for Congress to vote on it again.
Democratic leadership in Congress may be
tempted to indulge in such an argument and
use their majority positions to avoid a tough
vote as the midterms approach. That would
be a dereliction of Congress’ important
oversight role.
The authors of INARA anticipated chicanery from the executive branch. Congress
enacted the law in 2015 while the JCPOA was
in the final stages of negotiations. Once the

Obama administration made clear its intent
to circumvent Congress and not submit the
agreement as a treaty, lawmakers of both parties demanded a say, noting the scale of U.S.
commitments under the deal. An overwhelming majority of Congress — 98 senators and
400 House members — ultimately voted to
pass INARA, thereby ensuring their ability
to review the agreement. Crucially, Congress
took pains to define the term “agreement”
broadly to prevent the Obama administration
from circumventing lawmakers.
Under INARA, the term “agreement”
means an agreement “related to the nuclear
program of Iran that includes the United
States, commits the United States to act, or in
which the United States commits or otherwise
agrees to act, regardless of the form it takes.”
The president must transmit that agreement regardless of whether it is legally
binding or merely a political commitment.
Finally, the administration must transmit
additional materials related to any agreement,
including annexes, appendices, codicils,
side agreements, implementing materials,
documents and guidance, technical or other
understandings, and any related agreements.
The terms of the new agreement with Iran
are not yet public, but reportedly involve
substantial amendments to the JCPOA. That
should not be surprising. The Trump administration pulled out of the JCPOA more than
four years ago, so Washington and Tehran
cannot just flip a switch and go back to the
way things were.
From a statutory point of view, reentering

The Dark Brandon rises
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By Joe Concha
“We can join forces, stop the
shouting and lower the temperature. For without unity there is no
peace, only bitterness and fury. No
progress, only exhausting outrage.
No nation, only a state of chaos.
This is our historic moment of crisis
and challenge, and unity is the path
forward.”
That was President Biden during
his Inauguration Speech in January
2021. Nice words. Hard to argue
against. After all, America has always been at its best when unified.
During World War II and after 9/11.
Division has never served us well.
Fast forward to September 2022.
President Biden is averaging around
42 percent approval, still the lowest
of any first-term president in the
history of polling, from Truman to
Trump. Inflation, sitting at 8.5 percent (it was 1.4 percent in January
2021), is still by far the public’s
number-one concern going into the
midterm elections. FiveThirtyEight
gives Republicans a 75 percent
chance of taking back the House
of Representatives. And six in 10
voters believe Biden’s student loan
forgiveness plan will worsen inflation, per a new CNBC poll.
So it appears the White House
strategy is to avoid talking about
inflation or the economy in general,
or still-way-too-high gas prices at
nearly $4.00 per gallon (gas was

about $2.40 per gallon when Biden
took office), or the violent crime
continually plaguing American
cities, or the essentially open U.S.
border or 300 Americans dying
each day from opioid/fentanyl
overdoses. Instead, the plan appears
to be to make the midterms a referendum on Donald Trump voters.
“There’s no question that the
Republican Party today is dominated, driven and intimidated by
Donald Trump and the MAGA
Republicans! And that is a threat
to this country,” Biden declared in
a divisive speech in Philadelphia
last week
“Donald Trump and MAGA
Republicans are a threat to the very

soul of this country,” he tweeted
afterward.
Call it the rise of “Dark Brandon.” Brandon, of course, infamously became a nickname for
Biden after a NASCAR race last
year was won by Brandon Brown at
Talladega Speedway. The Alabama
crowd began chanting “(Expletive)
Joe Biden” during an NBC trackside interview after the race, which
could clearly be heard by viewers
at home.
But NBC Sports reporter Kelli
Stavast, who was tasked with
interviewing Brown on the track,
told the audience watching at home
that the crowd was really chanting
“Let’s go, Brandon!”

“You can hear the chants from
the crowd. Let’s go, Brandon!”
she said. And an anti-Biden meme
was born.
But in recent weeks, the Biden
Team has embraced the Brandon
nickname, and has been repurposing it as “Dark Brandon” whenever
the president goes on the offensive.
And that’s exactly what Biden did
during his “soul of the nation”
speech.
So not only was the leader who
promised to unify the country attempting to do the exact opposite of
that, he did so flanked by ominous
red-lighted walls and with two Marines as props behind him. Whoever
at the White House thought that
either of these optics was a good
idea should seek employment
elsewhere.
The speech wasn’t as warmly
embraced as the White House had
anticipated, either. ”Whatever you
think of this speech the military is
supposed to be apolitical,” CNN’s
Brianna Keilar tweeted. “Positioning Marines in uniform behind
President Biden for a political
speech flies in the face of that. It’s
wrong when Democrats do it. It’s
wrong when Republicans do it.”
Caught off guard by the blowback, White House Deputy Press
Secretary Andrew Bates responded
to Keilar directly. ”Except it’s not
political. In the same way CNN

isn’t political but has made the same
warnings,” he retorted.
And when Biden was asked by
Fox News White House Correspondent Peter Doocy about the tone and
divisiveness of his speech after he
accused 74 million Trump voters of
being a direct threat to democracy,
the president pretended he’d never
said such a thing.
“You keep trying to make that
case. I don’t consider any Trump
supporters a threat to the country,”
Biden said, contradicting what he
had said less than 24 hours earlier.
We’ve heard this kind of rhetoric from Biden for some time: If
you oppose Biden and his party on
federalizing voting laws, for example, you’re on the side of George
Wallace, Bull Connor and Jefferson
Davis. Biden later denied having
made that comparison too.
In a related story, a Quinnipiac
poll taken earlier this year shows
a plurality of Americans believe
Biden has done more to divide than
unite the country.
But another poll out last week
should be more alarming. A YouGov/Economist poll shows more
than 40 percent of voters believe
the U.S. could be engaged in a civil
war before the end of the decade.
Biden’s mixed messages about
unity aren’t helping matters one bit.
Joe Concha is a media and politics columnist.

Democrats were the first election deniers

In 2005, 31 members of the House objected to certifying Ohio’s Republican electors.
By Karl Rove
Among the more grating parts (and
there were many) of President Biden’s
Independence Hall speech last week were
his repeated references to election deniers.
“Democracy cannot survive when one side
believes there are only two outcomes to an
election: either they win or they are cheated,”
he thundered. “I will not stand by and watch
elections in this country stolen by people
who simply refuse to accept that they lost.”
This is annoying because Mr. Biden owes
his presidency to an election denier. In 2020
his faltering presidential primary campaign
was rescued by the endorsement of Rep.
James Clyburn (D., S.C.).
This powerful South Carolina politico was
one of 31 Democratic House members who
voted on Jan. 6, 2005, to object to awarding
Ohio’s electoral votes to President George W.
Bush, despite Mr. Bush winning the Buckeye
State by 118,601 votes. Flipping Ohio would
have made John Kerry president by a 271-266
Electoral College vote.
On the House floor in 2005, the ranking
Judiciary Committee Democrat, Rep. John
Conyers (D., Mich.), presented the case for
awarding Ohio to the Democrats, claiming
“electronic machines transferred” votes from
Mr. Kerry to Mr. Bush, creating situations
with “significantly more votes than voters in
some precincts, significantly less ballots than
voters in other precincts, and voters casting
more than one ballot.” He even asserted that
a voting-machine company “reprogrammed
the computer by remote dial-up” in a way that
altered the outcome. Sound familiar?
Mr. Clyburn, now House majority whip,

wasn’t the only significant Democrat pushing
these wacky theories. Consider other 2005
Democratic election deniers who today hold
top congressional posts. These include thenRep. Ed Markey (D., Mass.), now a senator;
Rep. Raúl Grijalva (D., Ariz.), Natural Resources Committee chairman; Rep. Frank
Pallone (D., N.J.), Energy and Commerce
Committee chairman; Rep. Maxine Waters
(D., Calif.), Financial Services Committee
chairman; Rep. Bennie Thompson (D.,
Miss.), chairman of both the Homeland Security and Jan. 6 committees; Rep. Danny
K. Davis (D., Ill.), chairman of a Ways and
Means subcommittee; Rep. Sheila Jackson
Lee (D., Texas), a senior member of the
Judiciary, Homeland Security and Budget
committees; and Rep. Jan Schakowsky (D.,
Ill.), senior chief deputy whip. Even the
now-deceased civil-rights icon, Rep. John
Lewis (D., Ga.), was an election denier,
voting not to accept Ohio’s certification for
Mr. Bush.

Though she didn’t vote to flip the Buckeye
State, then-Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi
(D., Calif.) defended her party’s election deniers. She said the “debate is fundamental to
our democracy” and warned Republicans not
to “talk about this as a ‘conspiracy theory,’”
arguing instead “it is about the Constitution.”
Despite all this, Mr. Biden’s rhetoric on the
evils of election denial was untempered last
week. He assailed “MAGA Republicans,”
saying they “refuse to accept the results of a
free election” and are “determined to succeed
in thwarting the will of the people.” The
president vowed that he would not “stand by
and watch ... the will of the American people
be overturned by wild conspiracy theories
and baseless, evidence-free claims of fraud.”
Some apologists might excuse Mr. Biden’s
bombast by saying he was talking about
the mob that stormed the Capitol, assaulted
police officers, and tried breaking up a joint
congressional session. But that’s not what
Mr. Biden said. His targets included MAGA

Republicans who merely watched the Jan. 6
riots — with sympathy, Mr. Biden claims,
though the truth is few Republicans approved
of the mob’s actions.
Though Mr. Biden made some genuflections toward the idea that not all Republicans
are extremists — in reality, few are — the
president asserted that the GOP “is dominated, driven, and intimidated” by “MAGA
Republicans.” He even lumped in pro-life
Americans as enemies of democracy, suggesting that if you disagree with Mr. Biden’s
social agenda on abortion, then you are a
part of “an extremism that threatens the very
foundations of our republic.”
Though both 2005 Democratic and 2021
Republican election deniers are entitled to
their opinions, I believe both groups are
wrong. Neither election was stolen. The
rightful winners were inaugurated and while
Mr. Kerry conceded, Mr. Trump didn’t. It’s
clear that while what Democratic election
deniers did in 2005 was wrong, what some
Republicans have done since 2020 is worse.
Still, Mr. Biden did America no good last
week with his ham-handed, sanctimonious
speech that indiscriminately machine-gunned
his political opposition. In a deeply polarized
time, he needlessly added to our divisions.
Our nation desperately needs leaders who
can help Americans find some measure of
civility and mutual respect amid political
disagreement. Mr. Biden demonstrated that
isn’t him.
Karl Rove helped organize the political-action committee American Crossroads
and is author of “The Triumph of William
McKinley” (Simon & Schuster, 2015).

I’m a doctor. Here’s why my kids won’t wear masks this school year.

By Leana S. Wen
For the first year of the coronavirus pandemic, my family and
I were extremely cautious. I gave
birth in April 2020, shortly after
COVID-19 hit. To protect the baby,
my husband and I pulled our then2-year-old son out of preschool. We
socialized outdoors only, at a safe
distance from others. I limited indoor activities to work and grocery
shopping, and I was never without
my N95.
After coronavirus vaccines became available to adults, I wrote
that vaccinated people could relax
their precautions based on their
level of risk tolerance. My tolerance
remained low because of my unvaccinated kids. I still avoided indoor
restaurants and masked at indoor
gatherings unless they required
both proof of vaccination and recent
negative tests. Our son restarted
preschool, but we made sure that
he always masked. Playdates were
strictly outdoors only.
Everything changed last winter,
with the arrival of omicron. This
variant is so contagious — with
its derivative strains such as BA.5
even more so — that preventing
COVID-19 became nearly impossible. Before omicron, the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention estimated that one-third of Americans
had been infected with the coronavirus. By the end of February,
after the first omicron surge, that
share climbed to nearly 60 percent,

including 3 out of 4 children.
It became clear that the goal
I’d hoped for — containment of
COVID-19 — was not reachable.
This coronavirus is here to stay.
With this new, indefinite time
frame, the benefit-risk calculus
of mitigation measures shifted
dramatically. I was willing to
limit my children’s activities for a
year or two but not for their entire
childhood.
Given how careful we’d been, it
wasn’t easy to change my mind-set
to accept COVID-19 as a recurring
risk. But the high transmissibility
of new variants meant that we
would have to pay an increasingly
high price if our goal was to keep
avoiding the virus. I began trying to
think of the coronavirus as I do other everyday risks, such as falls, car
accidents or drowning. Of course

I want to shield my children from
injuries, and I take precautions,
such as using car seats and teaching
them how to swim. By the same
logic, I vaccinated them against the
coronavirus. But I won’t put their
childhood on hold in an effort to
eliminate all risk.
It helped, too, that omicron is
milder than previous variants. The
likelihood of severe outcomes,
including the feared multisystem
inflammatory syndrome in children, is much lower now than
it was during the delta or alpha
surges. The odds of developing
long COVID are also lower with
omicron compared with previous
strains. Vaccination, while less
protective against symptomatic disease due to omicron, continues to
provide excellent protection against
severe illness.

Over the past several months,
my family has eased back on our
precautions. We see other families
indoors, without masks or testing,
and have resumed traveling and
attending events. Our son, who
turns 5 this week, started indoor
soccer and indoor playdates. Our
pandemic baby, now 2, went to
day camp this summer. Both kids
are starting school next week. Now
that they are fully vaccinated, we
do not plan to limit their activities,
and — like most parents in their
school — will not be masking them
in the classroom.
I accept the risk that my kids will
probably contract COVID-19 this
school year, just as they could contract the flu, respiratory syncytial
virus and other contagious diseases.
As for most Americans, COVID in
our family will almost certainly be
mild; and, like most Americans,
we’ve made the decision that following precautions strict enough to
prevent the highly contagious BA.5
will be very challenging. Masking
has harmed our son’s language development, and limiting both kids’
extracurriculars and social interactions would negatively affect their
childhood and hinder my and my
husband’s ability to work.
Other families will view these
trade-offs differently. Some will
maintain strict precautions to protect a severely immunocompromised household member. Some
may decide on something in-be-

tween; for example, kids might resume their pre-pandemic activities,
but the family still masks at airports
and avoids large events. Others may
choose to keep one-way masking at
school, because, to them, the benefit
of reducing infection outweighs the
perceived downside of masks. All
these decisions should be respected;
there are no easy, one-size-fits-all
answers.
To be clear, my family’s decision
not to mask our kids should not be
mislabeled as being antimask; we
would never stigmatize other parents and caregivers for the difficult
choices they must make. We are
also far from COVID minimizers;
I’ve written extensively about the
dangers of the coronavirus to children and am clear-eyed about the
unknowns of long COVID. Rather,
my approach to this school year
reflects the evolution of the pandemic and the acknowledgment that
avoiding covid-19 cannot be the
singular metric of people’s overall
health and well-being.
*****
Leana S. Wen, a Washington
Post contributing columnist who
writes the newsletter The Checkup
with Dr. Wen, is a professor at
George Washington University’s
Milken Institute School of Public
Health and author of the book
“Lifelines: A Doctor’s Journey in
the Fight for Public Health.” Previously, she served as Baltimore’s
health commissioner.
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University endowments should be
the primary source of student loans

By Merrill Matthews
Here’s a modest proposal: Colleges and
universities should draw from their own
endowments to provide student loans before
that obligation is foisted off on taxpayers.
When President Obama federalized student loans in 2010, he promised the move
would save the taxpayers $68 billion. That
didn’t happen.
If President Joe Biden’s unilateral decision to cancel student debt passes constitutional challenges, which is doubtful,
taxpayers could be on the hook for more
than $500 billion.
But while the federal government hands
out billions of dollars in student loans, many
colleges and universities are sitting on endowments also worth billions.
College and university endowment officers invest their funds in a range of ways.
So how about “investing” that money in students, in essence, becoming the student-loaner of first resort rather than the government?
First some facts. According to the National Center for Education Statistics, a federal
agency, “At the end of fiscal year 2020, the
market value of the endowment funds of
colleges and universities was $691 billion.”
Harvard’s endowment leads the pack, with
nearly $42 billion. Yale comes in second with
$31.2 billion. And while both of those are
private universities, the University of Texas
system, a public university system, comes in
third at $30.5 billion.
And it’s not just a few colleges and universities. At the end of 2018, about 75 percent of
public and private universities had more than
$10 million in their endowments.
How do the universities invest that money? The American Council on Education
(ACE) says that in 2020:

plan, student loan repayments would provide
much of that profit.
Several benefits could accrue from this
policy. First, the ones who benefit most
from student loans — the universities that
receive the money and the students getting
the education — would bear the cost and risk,
not taxpayers. Of course, the federal student
loan program would still be available if a
university hit its endowment cap or if the
institution has little or no endowment money.
Second, colleges and universities would
have a financial interest in ensuring their
students get good educations, and degrees,
in areas that are likely to allow them to get
a good job and pay back the money. That
change might also lead to a number of constructive changes in the less-useful courses
and degree plans currently offered.
Third, the change might encourage col-

leges and universities to better control their
tuition costs.
Complaints about rampant college tuition
increases, much higher than the rate of inflation, are ubiquitous. But under the current
federal student loan program, millions of
students are largely insulated from the actual
costs they’re incurring. It almost seems like
free money, and maybe it will be if Biden’s
student debt cancellation survives.
That cost insulation is a major factor in
students’ willingness to borrow and spend
thousands of dollars on a college degree.
If colleges and universities had to turn to
their endowments as the first line of student
loans, they might decide to get their costs
under control.
University endowments aim to make 7.0
percent to 7.5 percent on their endowment
funds. Could they make that much loaning
to students? Probably not, but it may not be
that far off.
Here’s what Nerd Wallet says: “The interest rates for all new federal direct undergraduate student loans are 4.99 percent, up from
3.73 percent in 2021-22. Unsubsidized direct
graduate student loan rates are 6.54 percent,
up from 5.28 percent. Rates for PLUS loans,
which are for graduate students and parents,
are 7.54 percent, up from 6.28 percent.”
The best way to provide student loans is
through private sector financial institutions.
But Obama probably closed that door for
good. The next best way is to let those who
benefit bear the cost and risk. That’s what
would happen if endowments became the
student-loaner of first resort.
Merrill Matthews is a resident scholar
with the Institute for Policy Innovation in
Dallas, Texas. Follow him on Twitter @
MerrillMatthews.

lerian Big Lie of our time and the essential
cornerstone of the defense strategy of the
criminal conspirators behind the political
enslavement of Ukraine and the plundering
of its vast riches. Only Russia has the power
to break the propagandists’ stranglehold and
expose their crimes, and that is the main
reason for the unprecedented flood of U.S.
money and weaponry into Ukraine, even to
the point of drawing down our own arsenal,
and the heartbreaking, needless sacrifice of
countless Ukrainian lives.
Of course, much of that treasure is to buy
the silence and cooperation of their Ukrainian
oligarch co-conspirators, whom they rightfully fear will flip on them if they believe
criminal prosecutions by a victorious Russia
are inevitable. And that prospect looms larger
every day because, contrary to U.S. war propaganda, Russian has been handily winning
the war all along and has just crushed the
best of the best of the remainder of the U.S.
trained Ukrainian army in its long-awaited
counter-offensive along the Donbass front.
Truth be told, it was a humiliating disaster.
At this point, the only hope of a Ukrainian
victory, and a continuation of the cover-up of
the Ukrainian crime scene, is direct U.S. military involvement. That would mean WWIII
(which may have been the plan all along, in
furtherance of the already-unfolding global
great collapse before the Great Reset, framing
Putin as the scapegoat for all of it). How it
starts is an open question, but some sort of
false-flag here or there is likely. When? Perhaps on 9/11, just like their Benghazi debacle

— a do-over on a grander scale.
On the election front, don’t forget that
pro-Ukraine propaganda by the leftist and
neocon media has proven to be by far the
most effective wedge for splitting Trump’s
MAGA base — a fact that increases the likelihood of war. (It also has deep conspiratorial
implications for the RINO establishment
GOP’s just-announced “Commitment to
America” theme in the home stretch of the
election. A “bipartisan” call to wartime unity
could paint the anti-war MAGA faction as an
unpatriotic and traitorous fringe — ostensibly vindicating Dark Brandon’s accusations
and neutralizing the red wave, especially in
back-stabber McConnell’s RINO-controlled
Senate.)
The Obama team knows that the American people have no confidence in the ability
of wimpy Grampa Joe to lead America to
war against Russia. But they believe Dark
Brandon could change their minds. In reality,
it’s just Obama switching to a more suitable
avatar.
All acting is by definition deception. You
are not who you’re pretending to be. But
acting through an avatar is a special kind of
deception because you can do it somewhat or
completely anonymously, depending on the
circumstances. That adds a sense of invulnerability that fosters risk-taking and diminished
inhibitions. When Avatarianism is combined
with pothead delusions of grandeur and the
sense of megalomaniacal entitlement, you get
Barack OBiden in the form of Dark Brandon
— and all the chaos and insanity that come

with it. If it can be imaged as a Hollywood
movie, it is within the realm of possibility of
becoming an actual Dark Brandon strategy.
But there’s a darker interpretation of all
this, in which key players know exactly what
they’re doing and the Dark Brandon transformation is a reflection of deliberate diabolical
evil, not stupidity. This takes us into the realm
of biblical prophecy and demonology.
Human operation through an avatar is
virtually identical to the demonic possession
of a human. The avatar is merely a disposable
host for the human agent. The possessed human serves the same role for a demon. The
parallel to Obama’s presumed “possession”
of the Biden avatar is remarkable.
The visual staging of Dark Brandon’s debut was strikingly similar to that of Obama’s
own acceptance speech for the 2008 Democratic nomination for president, which, like
Hitler’s Nuremberg rally stage, was directly
modeled on the Pergamum Altar — the “Seat
of Satan … where Satan dwells” in Revelation 2:13. Accidental? Unlikely.
In my book-in-progress, “Dynasty of
Darkness” (get free access to that here), the
Antichrist of Daniel 11 and Revelation 13
is not one single person, but just whatever
person the demon Satan happens to be in
possession of at any given time. I have never
hesitated to state that Obama is the best fit for
the Antichrist I have seen in my lifetime. If,
as Dark Brandon, he launches World War III,
unleashing the four horsemen of Revelation
6 and Matthew 24, I’d say that’s pretty much
definitive proof. And I’d be urging prophecy
watchers to start counting down the three
and a half years before he steps out from
behind Dark Brandon to fully reveal himself
as himself.
*****
Scott Lively is an attorney, pastor, human
rights consultant and missionary with service
in more than 50 countries. He is the author of
eight books including “Redeeming the Rainbow,” a textbook on pro-family advocacy and
opposition the LGBT agenda, and his most
recent work “The Prodigal Son Prophecy:
God’s Amazing Plan for the Restoration of
the Two Hebrew Houses and the Salvation
of the Gentiles.” All of Scott’s books are
offered freely in PDF and/or video form
at his website https://www.scottlively.net/
subscribe/. He can also be reach by email at
scottlivelyministries@protonmail.com.

studies and analysis.”
In true Washington policy style, the White
House plan suggests more surveys, more
research, “best practices, guidelines and
websites.” As our national and commercial
assets on orbit are at risk of being destroyed
by space junk, space users will not rest any

better knowing there may be better risk assessments, survey data or a new website for
monitoring of space junk.
The obvious action that’s missing from
this “plan” is the direction by the Biden
administration to build and launch an ADR
mission during their remaining years in
office. Such a mission, if led by American
industry and academia in partnership with the
government as a technology demonstration,
is completely doable.
With this administration publishing pablum on an urgently important space policy
issue, it’s time for Congress to step in and do
the right thing. Congress should direct NASA
to partner with a Federally Funded Research
and Development Center (FFRDC) on an
ADR technology demonstration mission,
launched by 2025.
In addition to proving capabilities that
will help protect our own on-orbit assets, an

ADR technology demonstration mission that
publicly captures and deorbits a large chunk
of space junk will show the world that the
United States recognizes the seriousness of
this growing high-frontier threat.
An ADR mission also will jump-start new
business lines for innovative American aerospace companies, large and small. Instead of
waiting another decade for “studies, assessments and analysis,” U.S. businesses will
witness mission success, sense opportunity
and gladly step up to make space cleaner
and safer, while also making a profit right
here on Earth.
David Steitz most recently served as
NASA’s deputy associate administrator for
technology, policy and strategy and as the
agency’s deputy chief technologist. Steitz
retired from NASA in May, concluding a
32-year career at NASA Headquarters in
Washington.

—71.8 percent was invested in traditional
stocks, bonds and cash;
—21 percent was invested in private equity, such as hedge funds; and
—7.2 percent was invested in natural
resources and other “real” assets.
But don’t university endowments use
some of those funds for student aid? Yes,
but that money generally comes from the
endowment’s earnings, not the principle.
Suppose Congress were to require colleges and universities with significant
endowments to use some portion of those
endowment funds — say, up to 75 percent
— to provide student loans. Once the endowment had reached whatever cap was set, the
federal student loan program would step in
as a backup.
Colleges and universities invest their endowment funds to make a profit. Under this

Dark Brandon rising — in preparation for WWIII

By Scott Lively
Could OBiden’s Nazi-themed speech of
Sept. 1 have been subtle psychological preparation of the American people for imminent
war with Russia and a not-so subtle taunt
and mockery of Vladimir Putin’s pledge to
de-Nazify Ukraine (and the West)?
Dementia Joe wasn’t always Barack
Obama’s avatar, but as what’s left of his
mind has slipped slowly into the shadows,
he’s become more and more obviously just
a skin suit for the Fundamental Transformer.
Obama’s biggest challenge in pulling this off
has been the “just plain likeable Grampa Joe”
narrative the Uniparty had settled on to get
him “elected.” Grampa Joe’s creeping dementia (or should that read demented creepiness?)
has been far too obvious to hide from the
general public, which increasing perceives
him as weak and incompetent. All this has
happened while the same narrative-spinners
have cast Trump as the personification of evil
menace — a towering monster so threatening
to “our democracy” as to justify the impressment of every person, agency, organization
and resource in an all-out war to stop him,
the Constitution be damned.
However, because the Obama team all
think like pot-smoking Hollywood scriptwriters, they perceive Biden’s negatives not
so much as a reflection of policy failures but
as a deficiency in his narrative. And conversely, they believe the public likes Trump
better because of his narrative. Naturally,
their pothead solution is to make Biden look
more like Trump (not the real Trump, but the
Trump of their narrative). If the public wants
Hitler instead of Grampa Joe, so be it.
Thus, the invention of “Dark Brandon,”
floated as a sneak preview for a while in
the chat-rooms of the creative elites and
then bursting fully-formed onto the political
scene in Hitleresque glory like the launch
of a new Marvel superhero. His shocking
diatribe against MAGA Americans on 9/1
wasn’t just hate-speech, it was the launch
of a marketing campaign, a rhetorical call to
domestic political war and very possibly the
psychological preparation of the nation for
actual war against Russia. (Is that the real
reason OBiden was flanked by Marines?)
Trump’s greatest sin per Obama/Clinton
propaganda is his “treasonous collusion with
Russia.” No amount of hard-proof debunking
will ever kill that accusation: It is the Hit-

Time to fish: Congress needs to direct a space junk clean-up mission

By David Steitz
The Biden administration’s recently released implementation plan for addressing
orbital debris — space junk — is another
inside-the-beltway toothless wonder. It’s
time Congress step in and legislate action
on orbital debris, instead of accepting this
policy’s approach of “paralysis by analysis.”
The new White House “National Orbital
Debris Implementation Plan” provides 14
pages of PowerPoint-like bullets, with palatable big picture goals, but no specific direction for an Active Debris Removal (ADR)
technology demonstration mission.
Instead of a call to action with direction
to design and launch a long-overdue ADR
technology demonstration mission within the
coming decade — an obvious next-step to address space junk — this latest administration
plan instead dives deep into the safe and often
obscure bureaucratic waters of “assessments,
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In historic first, commissioners approve $120
million for 3,100 homes for families, seniors

The County Commissioners today approved nearly $120 million to support the
development of more than 3,100 homes for
low-income families and seniors across the
community. These initial Welcome Home
funds are the first of its kind by a local government in Nevada.
“This is an exciting and historic day for
Clark County,” Commission Chairman Jim
Gibson said. “Through Welcome Home,
Clark County’s Community Housing Fund,
we are partnering with the private sector to
construct or rehab, operate and maintain
more than 3,100 homes across our community for families, seniors, and others most in
need of safe, modern and affordable housing.
Through the county’s investment in Welcome
Home, we are pursuing long-term solutions
to the affordable housing challenges we face
in our region to help ensure that more of our
residents have a place to call home.”
In April, Welcome Home, Clark County’s Community Housing Fund was created
to address the urgent need for housing for
low-income residents — families, seniors,
and those who are employed, but unable to
find affordable housing.
In a conversation with affordable home
developers and residents, the topic of what
is affordable housing was explored and the
important role it plays in the community
identified. [https://clarkcountynv.files.com/f/
ca2f49c07c2894ea]

Altogether, the funding will support the
construction of 2,139 new housing units, plus
the rehabilitation of 967 existing units. Clark
County’s website now includes an interactive
map of Welcome Home funded projects with
development detail. [www.ClarkCountyNV.
gov/CommunityHousingFund]
Welcome Home Community Housing
Fund dollars were provided to developments
that needed gap financing to supplement
Low-Income Housing Tax Credits and other
financing sources. The funding approved
today includes $12.5 million for 276 new
apartments for seniors near the intersection

of Decatur and Rome boulevards, $12 million to rehabilitate 237 units in the Desert
Rose Apartments near North 28th Street and
Charleston Boulevard, and $4 million for
176 new apartments for families at 4000 E.
Desert Inn Road.
Future uses of the Welcome Home funds
are expected to include homeownership opportunities for residents currently priced out
of the housing market, a Community Land
Trust, and annual investments in affordable
rental housing. The County is also planning a
future funding round for permanent supportive housing projects and is assessing oppor-

tunities for affordable housing development
on County-owned land.
County officials believe there is currently
a shortage of more than 85,000 homes for
residents considered extremely low-income
and very low-income, which means they earn
less than 50 percent of area median income.
(For example, a very low-income family of
four would earn less than $37,500 a year.)
The lack of affordable housing in Southern
Nevada greatly affects residents who are
working to escape homelessness and those
at risk of becoming homeless.
Since the onset of the pandemic two years
ago, the County has made substantial investments in short- and long-term housing solutions to prevent evictions and homelessness,
and to boost the availability of affordable
housing in our community.
Earlier this year, the County Commission
approved plans to help fund seven affordable
housing developments expected to create
more than 600 apartments for low-income
seniors or families; and County leaders are
in ongoing negotiations with a developer
to build more than 100 for-sale affordable
homes in the southwest valley.
Additionally, the County’s CHAP program
has allocated more than $300 million to provide rent and/or utility assistance to more than
60,000 local households; and more than 2,300
homeless individuals have been temporarily
housed in unused hotel or motel rooms.

‘Viva La Vida Latina in the 106’- call for participants
Clark County will host the Pearson Community Center’s Inaugural Hispanic Heritage
Month Festival ‘Viva La Vida Latina in the
106’ on Friday, Sept. 30, from 5 p.m. to 9
p.m. The Doc William U. Pearson Community Center, located at 1625 West Carey
Ave. near North MLK Blvd., is looking for
craft vendors, artisans, community partners,
performers and musicians.
Vendor fees for craft/artisans with a
10’x10’ space are $40. Vendors are required
to supply their own tables and chairs. Food
truck fees are $50. The application can be
found online at https://bit.ly/3KSQ87f or
can be picked up in person at the Pearson
Community Center. Vendors must fill out

applications completely, or they will not be
processed. The application deadline is Monday, Sept. 12, by 5 p.m.
The free celebration will include cultural
performances, music, games, small business
vendors, arts n crafts, kids’ activities and food
provided by Abuela’s Tacos.
Those interested in participating in Pearson Community Center’s ‘Viva La Vida
Latina in the 106’ can call the facility at (702)
455-1220.
For more information, visit the website
at www.ClarkCountyNV.gov/parks - Clark
County Parks and Recreation also can be
found on social networking sites such as
Twitter and Facebook.

The Clark County Wetlands Park, located
at 7050 Wetlands Park Lane off Tropicana
Avenue, is proud to showcase Wetlands
Threads: An Art Quilt Exhibit. The show features members of Art Quilters Etc, a group of
approximately 50 talented artists who work
in many mediums but primarily in fabric.
The exhibit is on display at the Nature Center
Information Kiosk until Sept. 30. The Nature
Center is open Tuesday through Sunday
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Visitors can meet the
artists and enjoy light refreshments during
a reception on Saturday, Sept. 10, from 10
a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
There are many other opportunities to
discover nature through art at Wetlands Park.
Guest Artist Workshops led by community
artists are available on the first Saturday
of each month for $20. Nature Journaling
Workshops for teens and adults ages 15 and
up are on the third Saturday of the month at
9 a.m. for $15. Nature Art for Kids is offered

on the first Sunday of the month at 11 a.m.
for $5; those ages four and up can attend.
Learn more about these programs at www.
programs.ccwetlandspark.com.
As one of the largest urban wetlands in
the Southwest, Clark County Wetlands Park
is mostly undeveloped and shaped by urban
water runoff and reclaimed water that flows
through the Las Vegas Wash and into Lake
Mead. More than 300 species of birds and
70 species of mammals and reptiles have
been spotted in the park, including beavers,
coyotes, bobcats, and snakes. The Nature
Center is open from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesday
through Sunday and hosts a variety of programming activities. Park outdoor hours are
dawn to dusk, seven days a week. To find out
more, visit the Wetlands Park pages of Clark
County’s Parks and Recreation Department
at www.ClarkCountyNV.gov. You also can
follow Clark County Wetlands Park on social
media at CCWetlandsPark.

Clark County Wetlands Park hosts Art Quilt Exhibit

Public information meetings for SR 159 and 160 corridor study
Virtual meeting live now through October 7.
Join the Nevada Department of Transportation (NDOT) in
person and/or online for the second series of public meetings
to discuss long-term needs and a vision for State Routes 160
and 159 (SR 160 and SR 159) in Southern Nevada.
Purpose of the meetings: Based on comments provided
during the initial round of public meetings (April 2022),
NDOT has developed potential concepts for the corridor,
which will be available for public review and comment. Your
comments regarding this corridor will help NDOT identify
and address the immediate and future needs of all corridor
users, including drivers, pedestrians, bicyclists, and others.
The study limits are along SR 160 from Las Vegas Boulevard
to Roadrunner Road in Pahrump and along SR 159 from SR
160 to CC-215 in Summerlin.
Project goals: The ongoing study will review existing
conditions such as crash data, land use, multimodal opportunities, and travel delays. This evaluation will look for
opportunities to enhance safety, reduce delays, and provide
safe access within the corridor. Study recommendations will
identify short, mid, and long-term needs to aide in statewide
prioritization through the One Nevada Plan.
In-person meeting information: All in-person meetings
are open house format from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. with a
formal presentation at 5:30 p.m.
—Monday, September 19 — Nye Communities Coalition:
1020 E Wilson Rd. Pahrump
—Tuesday, September 20 — Windmill Library: 7060 W.

Windmill Ln. Las Vegas
—Wednesday, September 21 — Vistas Community Center: 11312 W. Parkside Wy. Las Vegas
—Thursday, September 22 — Blue Diamond Rec. Association: 2 Village Blvd. Blue Diamond
Virtual meeting information: The virtual meeting will be
available 24 hours a day via the internet at www.ndotsr160.
com from September 6 through October 7.
How you can help: Submit your comments at any of the
in-person meetings, virtual meeting website, or e-mail info@

ndotsr160.com by October 7.
Contact: Matthew Bradley, NDOT Study Manager, (775)
888-7466.
Special accommodations: Reasonable efforts will be
made to assist and accommodate persons with disabilities
desiring to attend the meeting in person or online. If you
need special accommodations, please contact NDOT’s Public
Involvement Specialist Cassie Mlynarek at (702) 232-5288.
Stay connected with @NevadaDOT for traffic and project
updates via social media or online.
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Welcome Sign goes purple
for Suicide Prevention Month
County commissioners and representatives from Hailee’s Hope, a local nonprofit
foundation focused on suicide prevention and
awareness, and the Nevada Office of Suicide
Prevention turned the lights on the Welcome
to Fabulous Las Vegas sign purple today for
Suicide Prevention Month.
“We are proud to stand with Hailee’s Hope
and everyone working help raise awareness
of this important issue and support suicide
prevention efforts and programs that save
lives,” Commissioner Michael Naft said.
“Sadly, suicide is one of the leading causes
of death in Nevada and nationally, as about
45,000 lives are lost to suicide each year in

the United States. It is important that we
come together to develop and support suicide
prevention and intervention programs that
teach people how to better cope with the
challenges they face, and connect people in
need with the mental and physical healthcare
they need.”
County Commissioners and representatives from Hailee’s Hope and the State
Office of Suicide Prevention turned on purple
light bulbs installed on the world-famous
“Welcome” sign during a brief ceremony
today. Like the famed Las Vegas Strip, the
“Welcome to Fabulous Las Vegas” sign is in
unincorporated Clark County.

Clark County prepares for the 13th installment of ‘Zap!’
Clark County Public Arts office is seeking
up to twelve artists or art teams to design,
prepare and paint utility boxes along Blue Diamond Road with a budget of $1,200 for each
utility box. The budget includes the requirements under the scope of work and all necessary materials, supplies, labor and surface
preparation. Those interested can find more
information about the application process on
the website at https://tinyurl.com/4ccca56z.
Applications must be submitted before the
deadline on Tuesday, September 20, at 5 p.m.
The 13th installment of Zap! is an entry-level public art project open to all 18 and
older Clark County residents except for Clark
County employees. If the artist was previously awarded a Clark County Zap Project, they
are ineligible to apply.
Artwork must be suitable for a general au-

dience and cannot be inappropriate, political,
contain nudity, violence, or other unsuitable
images. All project supplies, including ladder
and workshop supplies, are to be provided by
the artist. The exception will be an anti-graffiti coat for the hand-painted areas, which the
County will supply.
The Zap! Public Art Series was initiated
in 2005 by Clark County Parks and Recreation in the Winchester Neighborhood. It
has become a vehicle for public art in Clark
County neighborhoods. Those wanting more
information about the call for artists or any
future calls can call Clark County Public Art
at (702) 455-8685 or visit https://tinyurl.com/
ClarkCountyPublicArts. Clark County Public
Art can also be found on social networking
sites such as Twitter and Facebook by visiting
@CCPUBLICARTS.

Though suicide can be a difficult topic
to talk about, it impacts the lives of many
Americans. Suicidal thoughts and poor
mental health can affect people of all ages,
genders, and backgrounds.
September is National Suicide Prevention
Awareness Month, a time to raise awareness
of suicide prevention resources and work
to end the stigmatization of mental health.
With suicide rates on the rise, the need for
easily accessible mental health resources is
more urgent now than ever. Resources such
as Serenity Mental Health Centers can help
you before you reach crisis status.
Climbing Suicide Rates
Suicide rates continue to climb in the
United States. According to a 2020 study,
the CDC placed suicide among the top nine
leading causes of death in the United States
and the second leading cause of death for
adolescents aged 10-14 and adults aged
25-34. The CDC also estimated that 46,000
people (about twice the seating capacity of
Madison Square Garden) committed suicide
in 2020 while an additional 1.2 million adults
attempted suicide in the same year.

The Warning Signs of Suicide
—Feelings of hopelessness, shame, guilt,
and/or extreme depression.
—Talking about, or obsessively thinking
about, death or suicide.
—Preparing for death, such as updating/

preparing a will, giving away possessions, or
taking steps to access lethal means.
—Sudden and dramatic changes in behavior, including extreme mood swings,
difficulty sleeping or eating, withdrawal from
loved ones, disinterest in hobbies or self-care,

and increased alcohol/drug use.
Where to Find Help
Suicide is complicated and devastating,
but it can be prevented. If you are currently
experiencing a mental health crisis or suicidal
ideation, reach out to an emergency hotline
such as 988 or SAVE (Suicide Awareness
Voices of Education).
There are also many services available
for depression treatment. While talk therapy
and medication management can be helpful,
Serenity also offers advanced treatments such
as TMS treatment and ketamine infusion for
effective, long-lasting results. You don’t have
to face your depression alone.
Mental illness is one of the leading factors
behind suicide, and Serenity Mental Health
Centers is taking action to raise awareness
while providing treatment for those who are
struggling with suicide. They will work to
help you reclaim your life from mental illness
and suicidal ideation.
For more information on TMS therapy and
other interventional psychiatry treatments
offered by Serenity, visit their website or call
844-692-4100 today.

Customers who donate a minimum of three
new arts and craft supplies to receive choice
of a pre-roll or gram of flower ($15 value)
for a penny.
Renowned dispensary, The Sanctuary, to
commemorate local Las Vegas Arts District
by hosting their first “Cannabis and Canvases” community event, featuring an art supply
donation drive, live art demonstration, charity
art raffle, DJ, food trucks, and blow-out retail
deals, from 2 p.m. until 8 p.m on Friday,
Sept. 23, at their downtown location at 1324
S. 3rd Street.
The art-inspired celebration will showcase
a live demo by local ISI Group working on
a large custom canvas art piece, which will
be raffled off at the end of the party. Raffle
tickets will be available for purchase during
the event for just $5. All raffle ticket proceeds
will be donated to local nonprofit Grant a Gift
Autism Foundation, which supports families in our Southern Nevada community by
providing family-centered clinical care and
social programming for children and young
adults living with autism.
Additionally, attendees who bring a minimum donation of three brand new art supplies, such as crayons, coloring books, scissors, glitter glue, and craft kits, will receive
their choice of a pre-roll or a gram of flower
($15 value) for just a penny. All art supplies
collected will also be donated to Grant A Gift
Autism Foundation Ackerman Center.
About Grant a Gift Autism Foundation —
Ackerman Center
The Grant a Gift Autism Foundation —
Ackerman Center is a 501(c)3 non-profit or-

ganization providing comprehensive clinical
services, resources, education, research, and
advocacy for individuals and families living
with autism and other neurodevelopmental
conditions. Grant a Gift Autism Foundation
Ackerman Center provides family-centered
services to those living with autism spectrum
disorder, fetal alcohol spectrum disorder,
and other neurodevelopmental disabilities,
including early diagnostics, individualized

therapy, and vocational training. The foundation prides itself on being there for patients
and their families every step of their journey,
helping to foster better outcomes for individuals, families, and our community. Since
its inception in 2016, the Ackerman Center
has assisted more than 6,000 local families
struggling with an autism diagnosis.
The Grant a Gift Autism Foundation —
Ackerman Center is located at 630 S. Rancho

Drive, Suite D, in Las Vegas, Nevada. For
more information about the foundation’s
initiatives and to donate to this commendable
cause, please visit grantagift.com. To keep up
to date on their upcoming community events,
like the foundation’s Facebook and Instagram
pages. The Grant a Gift Autism Foundation
— Ackerman Center can be contacted by
emailing info@grantagift.com or by calling
702-564-2453.

Spreading awareness during National Suicide Prevention Month

Popular cannabis dispensary, The Sanctuary, to host “Cannabis and
Canvases” charitable community social featuring an art supply drive
and raffle benefitting Grant A Gift Autism Foundation plus live art demo
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Nevada State Transportation contracts
announced this month will support 483 jobs

CARSON CITY — State transportation
contracts announced during today’s Nevada
Transportation Board of Directors meeting
are projected to support 483 jobs while helping provide a transportation system to keep
Nevada safe and connected. A projected 483
jobs will be supported for one year by the
highway contracts and agreements reviewed
as part of the Sept. 12 state transportation
board meeting. State transportation improvements reviewed/approved at this month’s
state transportation board meeting include:
—Resurface one mile of eastern McCarran Boulevard near Interstate 80 in Sparks
—Install landscape, stormwater and
aesthetic improvements at three I-80 interchanges in Battle Mountain to enhance
stormwater drainage, support native plant
and reduce dust
—Upgrade multi-use path on U.S. 50 in
eastern Carson City for enhanced mobility
—Install roadside fencing on approximately two miles of I-80 in Elko County
—Restripe sections of U.S. 6, U.S. 50,

U.S. 93, State Route 278 and State Route
892 in Eureka, Lander, Nye and White Pine
counties

—Replace bridge with new dual box culverts and install erosion reduction on State
Route 789 in Humboldt County

—Resurface and patch approximately five
miles of State Route 361 in Churchill County
—Reconstruct and repave approximately
nine miles of westbound I-80 east of Humboldt/Lander county line
—Repair damaged barrier rail and highmast lighting on I-580 in Washoe County
NDOT contracts are thoroughly reviewed
against NDOT engineering estimates and
include disadvantaged business enterprise
participation goals. Construction start dates
vary. To date, Nevada state transportation
projects utilizing Infrastructure Investment
and Jobs Act funding are projected to support
7,646 jobs.
Council of Economic Advisers formulas
were used to estimate the number of direct,
indirect and induced jobs. It is estimated that
every $1 invested in public transportation
projects can generate between $2 and $6 in
local economic activity.
Stay connected with @NevadaDOT for
traffic and project updates via social media
or online.

Company Supervisor and lead operator for
one of the largest privately owned communi-

ties in the Northeast; Director of Facilities for
the largest makeup and skincare manufacturer
in the US; and most recently, Public Works
Director for Hemlock Farms Community
Association.
He was thrilled to see the opportunity in
Boulder City.
“Once our oldest son and daughter-in-law
moved to the southwest, I began watching
areas we admired and their job opportunities.
One day while scrolling on LinkedIn, I saw
the Director of Public Works position post
for the City of Boulder City,” Curreri said.
“We researched the city, the community and
area extensively. It was everything we were
looking for and fell in love immediately. It’s
what we were looking for in a community
and lifestyle.”
“This role is of utmost importance as a
part of the City’s leadership team. There are
so many functions our Public Works staff are
responsible to tackle,” said Taylour Tedder,
City Manager for Boulder City.
“The nationwide search brought us many

wonderful candidates, but Jamie’s experience
and leadership qualities set him apart. I look
forward to working with him. I also appreciate City Engineer Jim Keane, who did a
fantastic job as interim director over the past
four months.”
Curreri plans to start by learning about
staff. “Getting to know our hardworking team
and their families is very important to me. I
am eager to take some time to learn more
about Boulder City’s uniqueness and about
its residents,” Curreri said.
“I am excited to lead future projects that
will continue the preservation of Boulder
City’s charming characteristics, as well as
make desired improvements for residents.”
Curreri is married to Kat (Kathy), who he
has known since middle school. She has been
a middle school science teacher for over 20
years and served as a union president. They
have two adult sons, Mitchell and Hunter.
They have two pets they rescued: Lily, a Jack
Russell-Beagle mix, and Kitty the cat, who
was found in a wood pile at five weeks old.

on entrepreneurship, investing, community,
financial inclusion, and women’s rights. She
sits on the board of StartUp Vegas and runs
YPoC, a community that uplifts, promotes,
and advances young professionals of color.
Wednesday, Oct. 12: PR and Media
Strategy for Startups — A panel of public
relations and media professionals will share
their insights on how to get the most out of
your PR and media engagement. Speakers:
Minja Yan, founder of Vegas Business Digest;
Shayna Morena, Public Relations Director at
BRAINTRUST Marketing; McKenna Ross,
Gaming and Tourism Reporter at the Las Vegas Review-Journal; and Amy Maier, Senior
PR Account Executive at The Warren Group.
Wednesday, Nov. 9: Feminine & Powerful: 5 Lessons in Navigating a Man’s

Business — A leading female entrepreneur
will share her top 5 tactics to get the deal
done, especially when working with male
counterparts. Speaker: Lisa Song Sutton, a
real estate investor, venture capitalist, and
entrepreneur, who has worked in heavily
male dominated industries, including law,
real estate, tech, and food and beverage. She
has been named a Top 10 Social Entrepreneur
to Watch by Inc. Magazine and selected as a
Las Vegas Hub Global Shaper by the World
Economic Forum.
Wednesday, Dec. 14: Crypto for Entrepreneurs — Crypto has become much more
than NGU (Number Go Up) technology. The
market has matured into a booming Web3
industry. Store-of-Value, Smart Contracts,
Defi, NFTs, Metaverse, Social Tokens, and

Layer 2 scaling solutions have all blossomed
into their own unique industries. An entrepreneur’s digital success will depend on which
niche is most vital to a Web3 startup. Speaker: Jake Gallen hosts his own podcast that
has more than 100,000 downloads in 2-plus
years. In the NFT sector, he interviews leaders on his podcast, analyzes market dynamics,
collects historical NFTs, and advises those
who are looking to find a niche within the
industry. Gallen has been featured in Forbes,
Sotheby’s, Las Vegas Weekly and as a guest
on numerous podcasts.
About StartUpNV
StartUpNV is a 501(c)3 non-profit statewide accelerator and business incubator for
scalable Nevada-based startups that provides
expert mentorship and access to a network of
capital partners. StartUpNV’s founders, mentors, university connections, investors, and
business partners work together to grow and
support a robust, inclusive startup ecosystem
in Nevada. StartUpNV’s related venture
funds, FundNV, AngelNV, and a new seed
fund provide startups access to local venture
capital along with education for entrepreneurs and angel investors. Since inception
in 2017, StartUpNV has heard pitches from
more than 1,000 startups, held more than
250 education events, and seen more than
$75 million in venture capital raised for 33
companies. For information visit: https://
startupnv.org/.

dedication that we have focused on for many
years to achieve environmentally responsible
IT purchasing throughout our organization.”
The EPEAT Purchaser Award recognizes
organizations for excellence in sustainable
procurement of electronic equipment iden-

tified as more energy efficient, less toxic,
longer lasting, and easier to recycle than
products that do not meet EPEAT criteria,
while also addressing labor and human rights
issues along the entire supply chain.
Ron Duplex, Principal Infrastructure Analyst at NNSS, said, “The challenges of the
supply chain currently focus the NNSS on
key strategies to ensure deliverables are met,
leading the site to continue to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and environmental impact, increase energy efficiencies and realize
economic benefits. Despite the challenges, it
is always the right time to do the right thing.”

Among other measurable environmental
impacts, NNSS’ sustainable purchasing
throughout 2021 reduced greenhouse gases
by 268 thousand kilograms and saved more
than 1 million kilowatt hours of energy —
equivalent to taking 57 average U.S. passenger vehicles off the road for a year, and saving
enough electricity to power 102 average U.S.
households.
The awards were formally announced at a
virtual ceremony on July 28, 2022.
Find out more about the GEC EPEAT
Awards at their website.
*****

Boulder City Welcomes New Public Works Director

BOULDER CITY — Staff at the City of
Boulder City is excited to welcome Jamie
Curreri as the new Public Works Director,
effective today. Curreri comes from Hemlock
Farms Community Association, where he
served as the Public Works Director at one of
the largest privately-owned communities in
the Northeast, serving over 10,000 residents.
He fills the role after Keegan Littrell left
for a position at the City of Henderson in
May.
Curreri was born in Brooklyn, New York
but grew up in Port Jervis, NY, an upstate
community much like Boulder City, where
everyone knew everyone and their parents.
He enlisted in the United States Air Force as
an Aerospace Ground Equipment Mechanic
(A.G.E.). and upon honorable discharge,
started a career as a crane mechanic and
German Crane Specialist. That experience
in hydraulics led him to his next career as
a Class A Water Operator for the state of
Pennsylvania.
His resume includes roles as a Water

StartUpNV announces schedule of Sip
& Learn networking, education events

StartUpNV, a statewide nonprofit incubator and accelerator for Nevada-based startup
companies, will hold its next monthly “Sip &
Learn” networking and education event this
Thursday, Sept. 14 at 5 p.m.
Sip & Learn events feature leading
industry experts as guest speakers for an
informative discussion on specific topics of
interest to startup founders over light bites
and cocktails.
The remaining four Sip & Learn events
for 2022 will be held downtown at the International Innovation Center @Vegas at
300 S. 4th St., on the second Wednesday of
every month from 5 to 7 p.m. Free parking is
available at the Historic Fifth Street School
at 401 S. 4th St.
Any founder or small business owner is
welcome to attend or watch it online. Tickets
to attend in person are $5 and to view the
livestream costs $3. Both can be purchased
online at www.startupnv.org/events.
Wednesday, Sept. 14: Community as a
Growth Strategy — We’ve built societies
to socialize, trade, and help each other out.
Yet the concept of community as a primary
growth channel for business has only picked
up steam in the last few years. Speaker: Faye
Almeshaan, who most recently was Head of
Operations and Venture Partner at Forum
Ventures, an early-stage fund and B2B SaaS
startup accelerator supporting 250-plus startups. She currently speaks, writes, and advises

Nevada National Security Site receives EPEAT
Purchaser Award for sustainability in IT

The Nevada National Security Site
(NNSS) has been recognized as a 2022
EPEAT Purchaser Award winner, which
celebrates leaders in sustainable electronics
procurement.
The award comes from the Global Electronics Council (GEC), the non-profit organization that manages the EPEAT ecolabel.
“It is an honor to receive such an important
award for the NNSS and to be recognized as
a leader in sustainable IT procurement,” said
Doug Neumann, Deputy CIO, Information
Technology/Cyber Security at NNSS. “This
EPEAT Award recognizes the hard work and
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Senate confirms Salvador Mendoza Jr. to seat
on U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit
SAN FRANCISCO — The United States
Senate today voted to confirm President
Joseph R. Biden, Jr.’s, nomination of U.S.
District Judge Salvador Mendoza, Jr., to serve
as a U.S. circuit judge for the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. Upon taking
his oath, Judge Mendoza would become the
first Hispanic judge from Washington State
to serve on the Ninth Circuit. Confirmation
came by a vote of 46-40.
Judge Mendoza was nominated for the
judgeship on April 25, 2022, and had his
hearing before the Senate Judiciary Committee on May 11, 2022. His nomination was
reported to the Senate floor on June 9, 2022.
Upon the president’s signing of his judicial
commission, Judge Mendoza will occupy a
seat made vacant by Circuit Judge M. Margaret McKeown’s assumption of senior status.
Judge Mendoza has served as a U.S.
district judge for the Eastern District of

Washington since 2014. He was nominated
by President Barack Obama on Jan. 16, 2014,
and was confirmed by the Senate on June 17,
2014. Prior to his appointment to the federal
bench, Judge Mendoza had served as a Washington Superior Court judge for Benton and
Franklin counties since 2013. Previously, he
had practiced law as a solo practitioner in
various law partnerships since 1999. Judge
Mendoza served as a lawyer representative
to the Ninth Circuit Judicial Conference,
2010-2013.
Judge Mendoza also previously served
as a judge pro tempore in various district,
municipal and juvenile courts in Benton and
Franklin counties. He served as a deputy
prosecuting attorney in the Franklin County
Prosecutor’s Office, 1998-1999, and was an
assistant attorney general in the Office of
the Attorney General for Washington State,
1997-1998.

Born in Pacoima, California, Judge
Mendoza received his Juris Doctor from the
University of California, Los Angeles, School
of Law in 1997 and his Bachelor of Arts from
the University of Washington in 1994.
The Ninth Circuit encompasses Alaska,
Arizona, California, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana,
Nevada, Oregon, Washington state, the U.S.
Territory of Guam and the Commonwealth
of the Northern Mariana Islands. It includes
the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals and the
federal trial and bankruptcy courts in the 15
judicial districts within the circuit. The U.S.
Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit had
9,141 new filings in calendar year 2021. All
29 authorized judgeships are currently filled.
Appointed under Article III of the U.S.
Constitution, federal circuit judges are nominated by the president, confirmed by the
Senate and serve lifetime appointments upon
good behavior.

CARSON CITY — The Transportation Board of Directors meeting, Nevada
Department of Transportation (NDOT)
Director Kristina Swallow announced that
$101 million in additional federal highway
spending authority — the most Nevada has
ever received — has been made available for
state road and bridge projects in Nevada as
part of the August Redistribution from the
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA).
This additional spending authority will allow
the state to receive federal reimbursement
more quickly for planned projects.
Each August, FHWA reviews spending
authorization for every state and redistributes
funds from those states unable to utilize the
full amount originally authorized to them,
as well as from federal transportation grant
and loan programs that were underutilized
during the year.
The redistributed funds are sent to states

demonstrating projects meeting federal funding requirements.
The $101 million in federal funding authority represents an increase of 25 percent
over NDOT’s initial authorized amount ($400
million), which is the largest August Redistribution increase Nevada has ever received
in both total amount and percentage increase.
This year, Nevada ranked 11th in terms
of the percentage of August Redistribution
funds received versus the initial amount
appropriated.
To qualify for this record-setting amount

of funding, NDOT worked hard to ensure
numerous transportation projects were ready
to fully utilize authorized FY2022 federal
transportation funds, as well as demonstrate
current projects that fit all requirements
for receiving additional federal funding
authority.
“With this $101 million boost in funding
authority, NDOT will have brought home
more than $208 million since 2019 through
the August Redistribution process, supporting
critical transportation projects throughout
Nevada,” NDOT Director Kristina Swallow
said. “This historic amount of funding is a
testament to the hard work NDOT has put
into effectively planning and advancing projects, putting more federal dollars to work to
support good-paying jobs, local communities,
and deliver some of the best roads and bridges
in the country.”
Despite this significant infusion of fed-

eral spending authority, the State Highway
Fund, which funds most state transportation
projects, faces an annual deficit of more than
$530 million — and it only continues to grow.
Nevada’s Transportation Funding Study
and Advisory Working Group is currently
studying Nevada’s multimodal transportation needs to recommend funding options
to provide long-term financial sustainability
and equitably meet long-term needs of all
transportation users.
Additional state highway information is
available at dot.nv.gov or by calling (775)
888-7000. Also follow @NevadaDOTVegas
on Twitter for traffic and project updates
in Northern Nevada, and @nevadadot on
Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram for updates
from across the state
Stay connected with @NevadaDOT for
traffic and project updates via social media
or online.

Sept. 8, 2022 to Nov. 7, 2022. Venezuelans
who arrived in the United States after March
8, 2021, are not eligible for TPS.
Given the time frames involved with

processing TPS re-registration applications,
DHS recognizes that not all re-registrants
may receive new EADs before their current
EADs expire on Sept. 9, 2022.
The Federal Register notice automatically
extends the validity of EADs previously issued under the TPS designation of Venezuela
through Sept. 9, 2023.
Approximately 323,000 individuals were
estimated to be eligible for TPS under the
initial designation of Venezuela. There are
currently approximately 111,700 beneficiaries under Venezuela’s TPS designation.
USCIS will continue to process pending
applications filed under Venezuela’s initial
TPS designation. Individuals with a pending Form I-821, Application for Temporary
Protected Status, or a related Form I-765,
Application for Employment Authorization,
do not need to file either application again. If

USCIS approves a Form I-821 or Form I-765
filed under the initial designation of TPS for
Venezuela, USCIS will grant the individual
TPS through March 10, 2024, and issue a new
EAD valid through March 10, 2024.
Venezuelans (and individuals without
nationality who last habitually resided in
Venezuela) who are currently eligible for
TPS under the existing designation but have
not yet applied should file their applications
before the Sept. 9, 2022, initial application
deadline.
Those who do not currently reside in the
United States or who arrived in the United
States after March 8, 2021, are not eligible
for TPS.
For more information on USCIS and its
programs, please visit uscis.gov or follow us
on Twitter, Instagram, YouTube, Facebook,
and LinkedIn.

Management Department to design and build
a station that will meet our service demands

today and well into the future. It’s a great example of the work that can be accomplished
when the public and private sector team up
for the good of our community.”
“As community builders, we know that
public safety is foundational to quality of
life,” said Kevin T. Orrock, President, Las
Vegas Region, The Howard Hughes Corporation. “We also understand the value of
public-private partnerships that help to ensure
our communities and residents have access
to public safety protections. We are pleased
to partner with Clark County on this project
and welcome Fire Station 35 to Summerlin.”
The Clark County Fire Department is
the largest in the state and is responsible for
protecting the famed Las Vegas Strip, the
largest part of the Las Vegas Valley and a
county the size of New Jersey at more than
8,000 square miles. Its purview also covers
the resort townships of Laughlin, Primm
and Jean. The department has 32 full-time
fire stations and 10 volunteer fire stations in
rural areas. The department received almost
155,000 calls for service in 2021. The Fire
Department also maintains one of only 28
urban search and rescue teams in the country
and provides fire and rescue services to the
nation’s 8th-busiest airport.

NDOT receives record $101 million in additional
federal transportation spending authority

DHS announces re-registration process for current
Venezuela Temporary Protected Status beneficiaries
Extension allows beneficiaries to retain
TPS and EADs until March 2024.
WASHINGTON—The Department of
Homeland Security (DHS) posted for public
inspection a Federal Register notice describing how beneficiaries under Venezuela’s
existing TPS designation can re-register to
retain TPS and renew their Employment Authorization Documents (EADs). Secretary of
Homeland Security Alejandro N. Mayorkas
previously announced the 18-month extension of the designation of Venezuela for TPS.
Only beneficiaries of the initial designation of Venezuela for TPS who were already
residing in the United States in March 2021
are eligible to re-register for TPS and apply to
renew their EADs, if they otherwise continue
to meet eligibility requirements.
Individuals re-registering must do so
during the 60-day re-registration period from

Officials to celebrate opening Fire Station 35 in Summerlin
Clark County Commissioner Justin Jones
and officials from the Clark County Fire
Department, Real Property Management
Department and The Howard Hughes Corporation are celebrating the grand opening of
Fire Station 35 at 10350 W. Flamingo Road
in Summerlin with a hose-cutting ceremony
at 9 a.m. on Wednesday, Sept. 14.
The 10,482-square-foot station will serve
the growing southwest Las Vegas Valley.
The Howard Hughes Corporation funded
the design, development and construction of
the new fire station and donated the land on
which it sits as part of its development agreement with Clark County. This represents an
investment in public safety infrastructure by
The Howard Hughes Corporation of more
than $10 million. Fire Station 35 is located
near the northwest corner of Flamingo Road
and Hualapai Way. The station’s service area
generally ranges north to Desert Inn and
south to Hacienda covering calls east and
west of Hualapai Way.
“Fire Station 35 is an incredibly valuable
contribution to Clark County and the residents and businesses it will serve in the southwest part of our valley,” said Commissioner
Jones, whose Commission District F includes
the new station. “We are grateful to The

Howard Hughes Corporation for working
with our Fire Department and Real Property
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By Doug Dickerson
Part one of a series

Is it a Lion
or Not?

“Anxiety does not empty tomorrow of its sorrows, but only empties
today of its strength.” —Charles
Spurgeon
In the book Canoeing the Mountains, Tod Bolsinger shares how
when a herd of impala in the
brutal African heat find a watering
hole they rush to drink, crowding
in, fearful of not getting enough
water to sustain them. Suddenly,
one impala raises his head in high
alert. Immediately every other
impala stops drinking and stands
at attention. At that moment, every
impala has a life-or-death decision
to make: Is this a lion or not?
If there is a lion lurking near
that hole and they don’t run, they
become lion lunch. If there’s no lion
lurking near the spot and they do
run, they lose their place at the watering hole and could die of thirst.
If there is a lion and they run,
or if there is no lion and they don’t
run, they live another day. But all

DoUg DICkErsoN
that matters is: Is that a lion or not?
Everything in their impala being
is focused on making that crucial
life-and-death decision. Just like
they do every day. Numerous times
a day.
Part of what helps the impala
make that decision is the herd
energy, the animal anxiety that
permeates the group and causes
them to share listening, hearing,
and deciding together.
Over the course of the past few
years, no doubt you’ve experienced
a lot of anxiety. And hopefully,

along the way, you’ve learned from
it as well.
Here’s another observation from
Bolsinger about anxiety. He writes,
“Anxiety isn’t a bad thing; it’s a
creaturely thing. It just is. We feel
anxious when we are reacting to a
threat, whether real or imagined.
Sometimes the anxiety is a gift
that tells us that something bad is
threatening the clan.” Think “mama
bear” parental instincts.
And so for all the desire to rid
ourselves of anxiety, perhaps there
is a greater purpose to discover.
Here are a few questions for con-

BEHIND THE MIKE

The Drafts Legacy

By Michael A. Aun
Part three of a three-part series
Aunt Tat was the remarkable
woman who raised two outstanding, multi-sport athletes in her sons
Brian and John Drafts.
She was also a surrogate mother
to my son’s (Cory, Jason, and Christopher), caring for them in their preschool years. We called her Aunt
Tat, making the Drafts family kin
of some sort, at least by marriage.
Little did she know at the time,
she was casting her enormous
shadow of love and advice to other
children as well… vicariously including my own three sons whom
she mentored in their early years.
Now the Drafts legacy comes
full circle. Tat’s grandson Collin
takes the mantle of responsibility
to a new generation. His dad John
was a great coach, and I am quite
sure it rubbed off.
For the record, Collin’s mom
Pam, a long-distance runner of
some renown herself, may be the
best athlete with that last name of
Drafts. She and my sister-in-law
Janet Thiel have competed many
times in marathons, so I know of
her by reputation.
I recall first meeting Collin. My
son Cory is one of the coaches at
St. Cloud High School and his team
played against East River out of Orlando. I have the privilege of being
the ball boy for the Bulldogs, so I
am down on the field with the team.
Collin coached the Falcons before returning to build a championship level team at A.C. Flora High
School in Columbia, SC, also nicknamed Falcons. Today, he is back
in Florida at Neese High School in
northeast Florida (home of former
Florida great Tim Tebow). He is
one of the up-and-coming stars in
the coaching ranks.
I had followed Collin’s exploits
as a college and professional player
but never met him until 2015. John
Facebooked me to tell me that his
son’s team would be facing St.
Cloud the following week.
John and I shared an uncle, Arthur Mack, who was married Annie

MICHAEL A. AUN
Laurie, the sister of Collin’s grandmother, Tat Drafts. Arthur was a fair
athlete himself, earning a baseball
scholarship to play at what was then
known as Clemson College.
When I met Collin for the first
time that Friday night, his kindness
and warmth exceeded his towering 6-3 stature. One of his fellow
coaches, Mike Short, described
Collin in quite simple terms: ”He’s
a true southern gentleman.”
And he was. St. Cloud bested
East River that night 37-30 to cause
a three-way tie for the District
Championship. I went over to hug
my new friend and compliment
him on all that he accomplished the

first year at the school with a team
that was in much disarray when he
took over.
Because St. Cloud’s victory
created a three-team playoff, we
had to face the same Falcon team a
second time the following Monday
evening. This time Collin’s squad
prevailed 3-0 in a one-quarter
shootout, kicking a field goal on
the final play of the game.
It was a tough loss especially
because St. Cloud had a touchdown
called back on a controversial referee’s decision which had nothing to
do with the touchdown run.
Now it was Collin’s turn to
console me as we met at mid-field.
He was even classier in victory.
I walked away feeling warmth in
my heart. America is lucky to have
coaches like the ones on the field
that night.
And as the modest, humble
Tat Drafts gazed down from her
heavenly stands on the field that
night, one must wonder if she only
knew the tremendous influence and
impact that she had on the countless
lives her sons, grandchildren and
mine have touched.
Michael Aun is a syndicated columnist and writes a weekly column
for this newspaper. To contact Michael Aun go to www.aunline.com.

sideration.
Are you basing decisions
on fear or facts?
As a leader, you need to be
grounded in facts when making decisions. When fearful and anxious
we tend to be more reactionary than
normal. In those moments, access
the threat — perceived or real, and
then proceed.
Is there really a threat
or is it something made up?
It could be that the anxiety you
feel is an actual threat that you need
to deal with. But nothing could be
worse for the health of your organization than wasting time and energy
responding to a threat that was
only the by-product of someone’s
overactive imagination.
Your leadership instincts are
important and knowing how anxiety impacts it is as well. You will
lead people with varying degrees
of anxiety and how they deal with
it will also vary.
Here is a truth you need to remember — people who are overly
anxious do not always make the
best decisions. When facing high
levels of anxiety, Bolsinger says
that people will react in one of three

ways: We fight, we flee, we freeze.
We run from danger and leave the
others to fight the lions alone. Or
we capitulate and allow the herd to
be overrun. We turn on each other
instead of working together.
Final Thoughts
Your leadership instincts are important and knowing how anxiety
impacts it is as well. Anxiety can
devastate your leadership and your
organization or you can learn to use
it to your advantage. But one thing
is unavoidable as a leader — you
will deal with it. But one thing is
unavoidable as a leader — you will
deal with it. And in those moments
when it really counts and so much
is on the line — you will need to
determine whether it’s a lion or not.
Next week in part two of this
series, I will outline some practical
steps you can take in your leadership to help those around you by not
allowing anxiety to paralyze your
organization or your leadership.
*****
Doug Dickerson is a syndicated
columnist. He writes a weekly column for this newspaper. To contact
Doug Dickerson go to www.dougdickerson.net.

Bob Beckett
Attorney At Law

Elected 5 terms as Nye County District Attorney
Practice areas
Criminal defense, Personal injury, Bankruptcy
and debt, Car accident, DUI and DWI
Licensed for 29 years
AVVO CONTRIBUTIONS
Beckett knows Nevada criminal law
— especially how to get the most out of
the probation/monitoring system.
Beckett provides very effective and
personable service — His fees are also fair

During these Covid-19 days, the Urantia Book Study
Group has taken to Zoom, as many other meetings
have. As always, this high-level discussion group
is for all faiths, all ages,and all those seeking
answers to their unanswered questions.
Call 775-505-5058 for details
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Social Security awareneSS

Beat procrastination by changing
your direct deposit early
By Barbara Duckett
Social Security Public Affairs
Specialist in Nevada
September 6 is National Fight
Procrastination Day. With our
busy lives, it is easy to fall into
that cycle of constantly postponing
some tasks because of other things
we need to address right now. This
may be true for you when it comes
to changing your payment method
for Social Security benefits.
Unfortunately, procrastinating
on reporting changes can lead to
delayed payments, resulting in
undue hardship with bills and living expenses. Ultimately, it’s less
hassle — and less stressful — if
you report a direct deposit change
as soon as it occurs.
How can you change your direct
deposit information with Social Security? The most convenient way is
by creating a my Social Security account online at www.socialsecurity.
gov/myaccount. Once you create
your account, you can update your
bank information without leaving
the comfort of your home. Another
way to change your direct deposit is
by calling Social Security at 1-800772-1213 (TTY 1-800-325-0778)
to make the change over the phone.
If you prefer to speak to someone
in-person, you can visit your local
Social Security office with the necessary information.
What exactly will Social Security need to make the direct deposit
change? Because we are committed to protecting your personal
information, we need some form
of identification to verify who you
are. If you are online, we verified

your identity when you initially
created your my Social Security
account. All you need to do is log
in at www.socialsecurity.gov/signin
with your secure username and
password to gain instant access to
your information.
If you call Social Security, we
will ask identifying questions to
ensure we are speaking to the right
person. If you visit the office, you
will need to bring a driver’s license
or some form of ID with you. Once
we have identified you are the
correct person and are authorized
to make changes on the Social
Security record, all we need is the
routing number, account number,
and type of account established.

We don’t ask for a voided check,
nor do we obtain verification from
the bank. Therefore, you should
be sure you are providing accurate
information to us.
The day of the month you report
the direct deposit change makes all
the difference. Though the exact
date varies each month, generally,
you will need to report changes by
the 15th to see the effect on the next
check. When the 15th falls on the
weekend or a holiday, the cutoff is
usually the previous business day.
For example, if you switched banks
or have a new account in September, you will need to provide the
new information to Social Security
by September 14 to receive your

next payment in the new account.
If you don’t report this change to us
until September 28, your next payment will go into the old account.
Because you may be unsure if
your direct deposit change will affect your next payment, we highly

recommend that you do not close
the old bank account until you
have seen your first Social Security
deposit in the new bank account.
That way, you can feel secure you
will receive your benefits on time,
regardless of when the change was
reported to Social Security. Waiting
until you see the deposit in your
new account also gives you the extra peace of mind that we processed
the change correctly.
The first step in fighting procrastination is increased awareness.
Knowing how easy it is to report a
direct deposit change, what information to report, and when, can
encourage you to get in touch with
Social Security at the earliest possible moment. In addition, making
sure we know about a change early
ensures we help make the transition
as smooth as possible.
When you have to report changes, be sure to contact us or visit us
online at www.socialsecurity.gov/
myaccount. Social Security always
strives to put you in control by
providing the best experience and
service no matter where, when,
or how you decide to do business
with us.

Medicare explained

Don’t be misled by
false Medicare or
Social Security ads

By Barbara Duckett
Social Security Public Affairs
Specialist in Nevada
Social Security and Medicare
have a few things in common. Both
programs help safeguard millions
of Americans as well as improve
the quality of life for our family and
friends. Although both programs
are household names, many people
may not be familiar with the details
of Medicare.
Medicare is our country’s health
insurance program for people age
65 or older. The program helps
with the cost of health care, but it
doesn’t cover all medical expenses
or the cost of most long-term care.
You have choices for how you get
Medicare coverage. If you choose
to have original Medicare coverage, you can buy a Medicare supplement policy (called Medigap)
from a private insurance company
to cover some of the costs that
Medicare does not.
Medicare has four parts:
—Medicare Part A (hospital
insurance) helps pay for inpatient
care in a hospital or skilled nursing
facility (following a hospital stay).
Part A also pays for some home
health care and hospice care.
—Medicare Part B (medical
insurance) helps pay for services
from doctors and other health
care providers, outpatient care,
home health care, durable medical
equipment, and some preventive
services.
—Medicare Part C (Medicare
Advantage) includes all benefits
and services covered under Part
A and Part B. Some plans include
Medicare prescription drug coverage (Medicare Part D) and other
extra benefits and services.

—Medicare Part D (Medicare
prescription drug coverage) helps
cover the cost of prescription drugs.
Some people with limited resources
and income may also be able to get
Extra Help with the costs—monthly
premiums, annual deductibles, and
prescription co-payments—related
to a Medicare prescription drug
plan. The Extra Help is estimated
to be worth about $4,900 per year.
You must meet the resources and
income requirement.
Medicare’s different parts are
further explained in our publication
at www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs/
EN-05-10043.pdf.

If you can’t afford to pay your
Medicare premiums and other
medical costs, you may be able to
get help from your state. States offer
programs for people eligible for or
entitled to Medicare who have low
income. Some programs may pay
for Medicare premiums and some
pay Medicare deductibles and coinsurance. To qualify, you must have
Medicare Part A and have limited
income and resources.
You can learn more about Medicare, including how to apply for
Medicare and get a replacement
Medicare card, at www.socialsecurity.gov/benefits/medicare.

By Barbara Duckett
Social Security Public Affairs Specialist in Nevada
Online and otherwise, there’s a lot of information out there, and
sometimes it’s difficult to tell what sources are credible. With millions
of people relying on Social Security, scammers target audiences who are
looking for program and benefit information.
The law that addresses misleading Social Security and Medicare
advertising prohibits people or non-government businesses from using
words or emblems that mislead others. Their advertising can’t lead people
to believe that they represent, are somehow affiliated with, or endorsed
or approved by Social Security or the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services (Medicare).
People are often misled by advertisers who use the terms “Social
Security” or “Medicare”. Often, these companies offer Social Security
services for a fee, even though the same services are available directly
from Social Security free of charge. These services include getting:
—A corrected Social Security card showing a person’s married name;
—A Social Security card to replace a lost card;
—A Social Security Statement; and
—A Social Security number for a child.
If you receive misleading information about Social Security, send the
complete ad, including the envelope, to: Office of the Inspector General
Fraud Hotline Social Security Administration, P.O. Box 17768, Baltimore,
MD 21235.
You can learn more about how we combat fraudulent advertisers by
reading our publication What You Need to Know About Misleading Advertising at www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs/EN-05-10005.pdf.
You can also report Social Security fraud to the Office of the Inspector
General at oig.ssa.gov/report.

How Social Security defines Disability

By Barbara Duckett
Social Security Public Affairs
Specialist in Nevada
Disability affects millions of Americans, in
one form or another. Social Security is here to
help you and your family, but there are strict
criteria for meeting the definition of disability.
The definition of disability under Social Security
is also different than it is for other programs. We
do not pay benefits for partial or short-term
disability.
We consider you disabled under Social Security rules if:
—You can’t do work that you did before;
—We decide that you cannot adjust to other
work because of your medical condition(s); and
—Your disability has lasted or is expected
to last for at least one year or to result in death.
This is a strict definition of disability.
Social Security is also required by law to review the current medical condition of all people
receiving disability benefits to make sure they
continue to have a qualifying disability. Generally, if someone’s health hasn’t improved, or if
their disability still keeps them from working,
they will continue to receive benefits.

To help us make our decision, we’ll first
gather new information about a benefit recipient’s medical condition. We’ll ask their doctors,
hospitals, and other medical sources for their
medical records. We’ll ask them how their medical condition limits their activities, what their
medical tests show, and what medical treatments
they have been given. If we need more informa-

tion, we’ll ask them to go for an examination or
test for which we’ll pay.
Social Security is a support system for people
who cannot work because of a disability. You
can learn more about Social Security disability
at www.socialsecurity.gov/disability and also by
accessing our starter kits and checklists at www.
socialsecurity.gov/planners/disability.
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What You
Need To
Know
By Dr Nina Radcliff

Timely Household
Emergency Tips
By Dr. Nina Radcliff, MD
We all want our homes to be
safe, comfortable and healthy
havens. However, home injuries
cause as many as 20,000 deaths, 7
million disabling injuries, and 20
million hospital trips in the United
States, each year.
The good news is that home
injury risks can be reduced through
awareness and preparedness.
Common household injuries
reportedly spike during times of
emergencies (like during winter and
spring weather) and added home
project work.
Here are some common troubling issues that can occur during
these times and some solutions:
1. Power outage. Personal preparedness can reduce the impact of
falls and spoilage of foods. While
indoors, use flashlights in the dark,
not candles to minimize the risk of
a fire. Keep your refrigerator closed
as much as possible and consume
perishable food first. Make sure to
throw out unsafe food (in particular
meat products) that have been exposed to temperatures greater than
40oF for more than two hours.
And, for those who depend on
electric medical equipment, such
as oxygen, sleep apnea machinery,
home dialysis, power wheelchairs

or scooters, it is of particular
importance to ensure you have a
back-up plan for alternative sources
of power.
2. Heating loss can also result
from a power outage. Experts underscore that the first step to staying
warm can be summed up in a single
word: conservation. You can trap
the heat in your home by placing
towels at the base of doors and
keeping doors closed as much as
possible (opening an exterior door
can drop the inside temperature
by up to 10oF!). And inside, wear
layers, including hats and gloves.
Electric space heaters powered by
a generator and wood fireplaces can
be additional sources of heat but
carelessness, neglect, or improper
use can cause fires and even death
if safety isn’t a priority. Know the
proper use and be especially careful
to keep children and pets away from
these sources.
3. Carbon monoxide (CO). A
byproduct of burning fuel, CO is
produced not just by fires, but also
common household items such as
portable generators, charcoal grills,
oil-burning furnaces, and cars. A
gas, it’s colorless and odorless,
making it silent, and all the more
deadly. Carbon monoxide detec-

tors work much like your fire or
smoke alarm by sounding an alarm
when carbon monoxide is detected.
They can help keep your home and
family safe.
4. Basement flooding is an utter
nuisance, plain and simple — but
did you know it’s also a serious
health and safety risk? Standing
water should be pumped out as
soon as possible to avoid harmful
bacteria; wear waterproof rubber
boots and avoid touching or using
electrical devices so you don’t incur
shock or electrocution. Properly
clean, treat, or discard mold- and
mildew-infected items. They can
cause a number of health issues
including throat, skin, and eye
irritation, a stuffy nose, wheezing
or coughing.
5. Broken glass is sharp and
can pierce the skin, causing painful cuts. When cleaning-up from
a surface, make sure to protect
yourself by being properly dressed,
wearing shoes and rubber gloves. If

you don’t have gloves, use tongs to
remove the large shards — placing
them in a container (e.g., plastic,
tin) that is thick enough so that the
glass doesn’t cut through before
disposing of it. Alternatively, layers
of newspaper can be used to wrap
it before disposing of it. To remove
smaller pieces, sweep, vacuum, use
a wet paper towel, wet wipes, or
duct tape. And, move kids, pets, and
others out of the area while cleaning
and avoid kneeling so you don’t cut
yourself.
6. Ladder safety. Putting away
holiday decorations and preparing
for home projects, the ladder is a
tool and one that can be dangerous.
If you feel tired or dizzy, stay off;
do not use ladders in high winds
or storms; wear clean slip-resistant
shoes (shoes with leather soles are
not appropriate); inspect the ladder
before using it to make sure it is
in good working condition; place
the ladder on firm level ground;
ensure that any type of slippery

condition is not present at the base
or top support points; and block,
lock or guard doors if a ladder is
in front of it.
These are just a few key concerns and yes, it’s called an emergency when something goes wrong,
as sometimes no matter how prepared you are as a homeowner,
things happen. Remain calm and
remember that preparedness is the
best way to stay safe during, and
after emergencies.
*****
This article is for general information only and should not be
used for the diagnosis or treatment
of medical conditions and cannot
substitute for the advice from your
medical professional. Dr. Nina has
used all reasonable care in compiling the current information but
it may not apply to you and your
symptoms. Always consult a doctor
or other health care professional
for diagnosis and treatment of
medical conditions.
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*

AVERAGE SAVINGS
WHEN YOU SWITCH
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ALLSTATE
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STATE FARM
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Experienced Drivers 50+: You could save hundreds*
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• Exclusive package of benefits
• 24/7 Claim Hotline and exceptional claims service
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Not a member? If you’re 50 or over, request a FREE quote and more information today!
LIMITED TIME OFFER! Receive this calculator FREE when
you request a quote and provide your email address.**
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data regarding their savings and prior carrier. Your savings may vary.
** The gift offer is only good for first time responders who provide a valid email address. Responders will be sent an email to confirm the gift. All responders in IA, IL and RI who do not provide an email
address are still eligible to receive the gift. The gift offer is not available in GA, ND, NM or PA, but residents may still request a quote. The gift is only available as a limited time offer. Please allow 4-7
weeks for delivery.
AARP and its affiliates are not insurers. Paid endorsement. The Hartford pays royalty fees to AARP for the use of its intellectual property. These fees are used for the general purposes of AARP.
AARP membership is required for Program eligibility in most states. The AARP Automobile Insurance Program from The Hartford is underwritten by Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its affiliates,
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