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“I may disapprove of what you say, but I will defend to the death your right to say it” — Voltaire

The Justin Jones Affair

By Chuck Muth
Part three of a four-part series
In the first two parts of this four-part
series (Part I, Part II), I outlined the shenanigans being pulled by a rag-tag team of
environmental extremists, liberal agitators
and NIMBY’s who have been trying to kill a
housing project on private property out near
Red Rock Canyon.
When we left off, Clark County commissioners had inserted a federal road access
requirement before the project could move
forward. And that “poison pill” requirement
forced the project into bankruptcy.
The developer, Jim Rhodes, then sued the
county alleging an “illicit deal” engineered
by Democrat County Commissioner Justin
Jones (who happens to be up for re-election
in November). Reporter Daniel Rothberg
of the Nevada Independent has been all over
this story. And what he found stinks worse
than a barrel of week-old dead fish on Dina
Titus’ back porch in July.

My Point
of
View
By Rolando Larraz
The My Point of View
opinions went blank on
February 8, 2022 in memory of the founder and editor-in-chief of this publication, Rolando Larraz, who
during the last 25 years
expressed his point of view
and opinions on matters of
interest to this community.

Yes, by all means, let’s take this guy seriously

Let’s start with this: The commissioners
knew they were on weak ground if they continued to obstruct Rhodes’ effort to build his
project. As Rothberg reported…
“In a 2012 email to lawyer Laura FitzSimmons, (then-County Commissioner Steve)
Sisolak wrote that ‘I am not a fan of Jim
Rhodes and I love Red Rock. That being said,
some of the residents are being totally unreasonable, and he does have property rights.’
“In a follow-up, Sisolak wrote that county
staff said ‘if [Rhodes] takes us back to court,
we will lose.’ FitzSimmons had previously
represented Sisolak in a dispute against
Clark County.”
Yes, a dispute in which Sisolak siphoned
$16 million from the pockets of county taxpayers in 2008 over the alleged “taking” of
his property by what SHOULD be named the
Las Vegas International Airport.
And as Sisolak admitted, a lot of this
brouhaha is based solely on the fact that some
people just don’t like Jim Rhodes personally

regardless of the fact that “he does have
property rights.”
Enter, stage left, Justin “Red Rocker”
Jones.
After losing his re-election bid in 2014 —
after just one unremarkable term in the Nevada State Assembly — Jones was retained as
the attorney for the “Save Red Rock” gaggle
of “We Hate Jim Rhodes” wackadoodles hellbent on stopping his development project.
And with political ambition still burning
white hot in his veins, Jones announced
in May 2017 that he was running for the
Clark County Commission seat then-held
by term-limited Susan Brager, who represented the district in which the project was
to be built.
But even Mr. Red Rocker admitted, in
a March 2017 interview, that the land was
“private property” and Rhodes was “entitled
to build what he bought.”
That didn’t, however, stop Jones from try(See Justin Jones Affair, Page 2)

Lombardo and Khaliki’s red flag fallout

How Lombardo and Khaliki planned to exploit red flag laws for profit
By Jessica Jones
Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
For those familiar with local
Republican politics, the issue of
the bitter feud between Joe Lombardo and Nephi Khaliki leaves
most people scratching their heads.
Khaliki publicly says the rivalry is
over Lombardo attacking his CCW
company for overloading Metro
with tens of thousands of applicants. To anyone even remotely
paying attention, this seems like
far too thin of a reason for such
a brutal rivalry. This feud was so
bitter that Khaliki literally upstaged
the 2022 primary election and drew

JOE LOMBARDO

NEPHI KHALIKI

more media attention than any of
the candidates running. During the
only governor’s debate held this
cycle, Lombardo looked angry. At
the same time, the moderator confronted Mayor Lee for even being
in the room while Khaliki delivered
his now infamous library jokes
about gun safety. You’d think he’d
look a little more smug and amused
seeing his opponent getting kicked
in the teeth, but it seemed the mere
mention of Khaliki’s name was
triggering Lombardo something
terrible.
I think it’s fair to say that no one
(See Red Flag Fallout, Page 3)

High-profile cases increase Metro’s
settlements in Lombardo’s final term
By Dana Gentry
Nevada Current
In Joe Lombardo’s first five
years as Clark County Sheriff, Las
Vegas Metro’s Fiscal Affairs Committee or the sheriff approved an average of $1.1 million in settlements
to people alleging wrongdoing by
the police and from those involved
in auto accidents with Metro. But in
the last two years, settlements shot
up — to just under $6.5 million last
year and almost $5.9 million for the
fiscal year ending in July.
“There’s heightened focus on
what’s happening with police departments,” says Athar Haseebullah, executive director of ACLU

Las Vegas police cam photo of musician Brandon Summers being
arrested after taking video of Metro confronting a man selling water
on the Strip. Metro ended up paying Summers $100,000 for violating
his rights. (Police body cam image provided by Brandon Summers)

of Nevada. “And there’s probably
a heightened fear of what a jury
might do in those scenarios, so
there’s more of an onus to settle
those cases. The nexus at this point
would actually be the political climate and environment versus the
political ramifications.”
“Nobody settled these cases
just because it’s the right thing to
do,” says attorney Stephen Stubbs,
who says he’s represented half a
dozen clients against Metro. Earlier this year, he won a settlement
of $300,000 on behalf of a client
whose rights were violated when he
was required to show identification
(See Metro Settlements, Page 5)

Butterflies are free — from protection in Nevada
By Camalot Todd
Nevada Current
A bill draft authorizing the Nevada Department of Wildlife to protect monarch butterflies,
bees and other terrestrial invertebrates advanced
from the Nevada Legislative Joint Interim
Standing Committee on Natural Resources,
yesterday.
While the Nevada Department of Agriculture
has authority over insects that are considered
pests, no agency has authority over non-pests
like butterflies, bees, snails, worms and tarantulas. The bill draft will be for the next legislative
session when it convenes early next year.

“The insect extinction crisis has come to Nevada, and without the tools to conserve invertebrates, the state risks losing its wild ecosystems,”
said Patrick Donnelly, Great Basin director at
the Center for Biological Diversity. More than
700 documented species of insects call Nevada
home and the state ranks eighth in the nation for
butterfly diversity, but 109 of those are on its atrisk tracking list including monarch butterflies.
“Butterflies, bees and other pollinators are
the backbone of the desert ecosystem,” Donnelly said. “This bill would give the state the
authority it needs to address the many threats
these creatures face. “

Doctor reports deaths and injuries of vaxxed patients
By Wayne Allyn Root
It’s really that bad. I believe
the COVID-19 vaccine is clearly
the worst medical experiment and
health care disaster in history. The
results are all around us. Just tune
in to the news. Or sports. Or TMZ.
Celebrities, athletes, even doctors
are dropping dead left and right —
in numbers never seen in history.
If you don’t believe me, why not
ask the life insurance executives?
They’re reporting deaths up anywhere from 20 percent to 40 percent
since the vaccines debuted. These

are non-COVID-19 deaths. This is a
number never seen in history. Even
during World War II, deaths were
not up by 20 percent to 40 percent
across the USA. Not even close.
Recently, I reported on my personal experience. So many of my
friends and even wedding guests
(from just this past November)
are dead, dying or very sick. It’s
a cluster of cancer, heart attacks,
strokes and serious illness — but
only among the vaccinated. No one
I know who is unvaccinated is sick.
(See Wayne Allyn Root, Page 2)
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More water cuts for Nevada
By Jeniffer Solis
Nevada Current
Nevada and Arizona are facing
a second year of mandatory water
cuts as drought and climate change
threatens the river’s flow, federal
officials announced Tuesday.
Under the cuts, Nevada will lose
about 8 percent of its allocation, or
25,000 acre-feet of water, starting
January 2023 as a stopgap solution
to stabilize water levels at Lake
Mead.
While the cuts are not expected
to affect Nevada water users for
now, water officials have warned
that if water levels continue to fall
there is a high probability that Lake
Mead could get close to the point in
the next decade where the Hoover
Dam could no longer deliver water
downstream and power production
there could come to a halt.
Federal officials said Lake Mead
is currently about a quarter full,
adding that the declining reservoir
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Quote of the Week:

“To keep the body in good
health is a duty... otherwise
we shall not be able to keep
our mind strong and clear.”
— Buddha

Please Note:

Although the Las Vegas Tribune is open to all and sundry
opinions about what we publish,
we wish to inform all those who
choose to submit their opinions
in writing to refrain from threatening anyone about whom an
article is written or the writer of
the article. In other words, any
opinions containing threats will
not be published. We thank you
for adhering to this policy.

Mission Statement

We search for the truth, embrace the truth, and print the
truth. If we inadvertently print
something that is not true, we
will let our readers know. We are
open to documented information
to shed light on any issue of
concern to our readers. We are
of service to our community, and
it is our intention to serve our
community the best way we can.

There is also a drought of “active and aggressive federal leadership,”
said one Nevada water official.
levels is a result of a so-called Tommy Beaudreau.
“megadrought” for the past two
Arizona and Mexico also face
decades.
cuts starting next year, about 21
“The worsening drought crisis percent and 7 percent respectively.
impacting the Colorado River Basin California, a lower basin state, will
is driven by the effects of climate not face water cuts in 2023 under
change, including extreme heat and Tier 2 reductions, a drought continlow precipitation,” said Bureau gency plan approved in 2019 which
of Reclamation Deputy Secretary lays out how water will be doled out

if a shortage occurs.
The Colorado River Basin covers more than 250,000 square miles
and provides water to Arizona,
California, Colorado, Nevada, New
Mexico, Utah and Wyoming.
Nevada, Arizona, and New Mexico are likely to face additional cuts
next year if the flow level continues
to decline. Upper basin states with
higher priority water rights are not
expected to see cuts.
In June, the federal agency in
charge of managing much of the
West’s water said states within the
region would need to cut usage
between 2 and 4 million acre feet in
2023 to protect the Lake Mead and
Lake Powell reservoirs. However,
Colorado River Basin states failed
to meet that federal deadline.
While the Bureau of Reclamation has threatened to unilaterally
reduce water usage in the Colorado
River Basin if state and tribal leaders didn’t reach an agreement by
summer, the agency did not outline
any plans to conserve the massive
amounts of water needed to protect
the reservoirs Tuesday.
Southern Nevada water officials
expressed frustration over the lack

of “meaningful collective action”
and federal leadership over the
past two months to “forestall the
looming crisis”.
The Southern Nevada Water
Authority’s John Entsminger acknowledged states’ inability to
finalize a plan and called on the
Department of the Interior to use
its power to mitigate the reservoirs’
decline in a letter to Debra Haaland,
the Secretary of the Interior.
“Without active and aggressive
federal leadership, the states have
always wallowed,” Entsminger
wrote.
Conservationists echoed
Entsminger’s tone and criticized
federal officials for leaving Lower
Basin states in worse position by
failing to impose water cuts and
leaving “the entire burden of cutting
water use on the Lower Basin.”
“The Bureau continues to be
too optimistic in forecasting water
flows during this era of aridification,” said Zach Frankel, the
Executive Director of Utah Rivers
Council. “We’re disappointed they
refuse to take action to protect flows
to the Grand Canyon and the Lower
Basin.”

National Park Service is working to
identify fifth body found in Lake Mead
By Cole Lauterbach
The Center Square
A perimeter is set around an
area where rangers are managing
the extraction of yet another body
revealed by a receding Lake Mead.
National Park Service Rangers
were alerted to the discovery near
the popular Swim Beach portion
of the lake’s recreational area. An
agency news release described it as
“human skeletal remains.”
“Park rangers have set a perimeter to recover the remains with the
support from Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department’s dive team,”
the release stated, adding that the
Clark County Medical Examiner

Justin Jones Affair

(Continued from Page 1)
ing to strip Rhodes of his rights. So
his mob of Red Rockers & Rhodes
Blockers sued to prevent the project
from moving forward.
At the same time as Jones’ political comeback attempt, Sisolak
and then-County Commissioner
Chris Giunchigliani were locked in
a bitter Democrat primary fight for
governor. Chris G was an adamant,
unrepentant Rhodes Blocker and
used the Red Rock kerfuffle as a
bludgeon against “Shady Steve.”
In the end, Sisolak won. But
the controversy over Red Rock
followed him into the fall general
election campaign.
And the Red Rocker brigade
knew they could hurt Sisolak’s
chances in his close race against
Republican Adam Laxalt if Shady
(Continued from Page 1)
Not one person.
Then just days ago, I reported on
seven doctors who died suddenly in
Canada in a 14-day period. All not
just vaccinated, but based on Canadian mandates, almost certainly
quadruple vaccinated. Included in
that remarkable list are five dead
doctors — all young — who died
within just a few days of one another in one city: Toronto.
But the real issue is the ones who
aren’t dead from the COVID-19
vaccine but are injured and/or
disabled. They’ll be vulnerable to
pain, misery and poverty for the rest
of their lives.
Based on what a “trusted source”
just disclosed to me, we are in for a
world of trouble. A credible doctor
has come forward. He/she wants
to remain anonymous, for fear
of losing his/her medical license
for telling the truth about vaccine
injuries.
Let’s call this doctor Dr. Smith.
Let’s say he practices on the East
Coast. As a podiatrist, his practice
is more than 60 percent older patients (65 years old and above). Dr.
Smith believes about 95 percent
of his patients are vaccinated. The
results are devastating.

had also been called to aid in the
investigation.
The remains mark the fifth time
either tourists or federal officials
have spotted bodies becoming
visible in the Colorado River water
repository since May.
On Aug. 6, NPS Rangers announced they’d found the fourth
set of skeletal remains, those having
been discovered in the same area
near Swim Beach as the most recent remains. NPS said the current
investigation is ongoing.
Mead is the nation’s largest
recreational area and sees more
visitors annually than all but four
other national parks.

JUSTIN JoNeS
Steve refused to take a firmer, public stand against the project he’d
already voted for “several times in
the past.”

So on October 20, 2018 — just
days before the election — Jones
emailed an offer to Jim Ferrance,
one of Sisolak’s top campaign
advisers, in which his “Save Red
Rock” clients would drop their
lawsuit in quid pro quo return for
Sisolak publicly announcing his opposition to waiving the road access
requirement for Rhodes’ project.
”If the case goes to trial, it
will likely be uncomfortable for
Commissioner Sisolak,” Jones
threatened.
“If Sisolak doesn’t want to play,”
Jones boasted in a separate text to
a Red Rocker, “then it is going to
blow up in his face tomorrow.”
And lo and behold, On October 24 Shady Steve caved and
announced publicly his opposition
to granting the waivers Rhodes

needed to continue the application
process.
In return, the Red Rockers at
the Nevada Conservation League
issued a glowing statement headlined: “Sisolak stands up for protecting Red Rock Canyon.”
Sisolak went on to win, as did
Jones.
The stench of this behind-thescenes political extortion scheme
remained secret… until Mr. Rothberg’s recent investigative report
blew the lid off; the political equivalent of a loud fart in church.
I’ll wrap this all up in Part IV.
Buckle up and hold your nose.
*****
Chuck Muth is president of Citizen Outreach, publisher of Nevada
News & Views and blogs at MuthsTruths.com.

The unvaccinated patients are
fine — no major illness or problems. But Dr. Smith says over 80
percent of the vaccinated patients
are very sick since vaccination.
What is Dr. Smith seeing? First,
the vaccinated are dying off. Second, he’s seeing heart attacks,
strokes and blood clots in incredible
numbers. Third, they’re getting rare
and advanced (stage 4) forms of
cancer. Many of his patients were
in cancer remission, but suddenly
post-vaccine the cancer has come
roaring back — except now it’s
spread everywhere in their bodies.
He used to see skin cancer once or
twice a month; now he sees it several times a week. Thyroid cancer
has skyrocketed — and he reports
that it’s always diagnosed after the
victims get the booster jab.
They’re suffering terrible neurological disease, such as Parkinson’s
disease. They’re experiencing terrible shingles outbreaks. They’re
suffering serious intestinal issues
like colitis and diverticulitis.
Other strange issues he has never
seen before: So many of his patients
are experiencing terrible eye issues.
One patient went suddenly blind
in one eye while driving. He’s
also seeing more elderly patients

experiencing falls than ever before.
After hip or knee replacement,
Dr. Smith’s patients used to recover
quickly. Now if they’re vaccinated,
they often experience terrible postoperative complications and need
to be hospitalized.
After seeing or hearing about
all these injuries, Dr. Smith always
asks, “What’s changed? Are you
doing anything different? Are you
on any new medications?” The answer is always, “Nothing new, but
I just got my COVID-19 booster
shot.”
Then there’s the issue of aging.
Dr. Smith’s older patients have
aged horribly, literally overnight
— since being vaccinated. They
feel it and say it themselves. They
say, “I’m falling apart.” “I’ve aged
so badly in the past year. I feel
like I’m 100 years old.” “What’s
happening? I feel so old. Nothing
in my body works anymore.” But
everything worked fine one year
ago. They were aging slowly and
beautifully. What changed so radically? They were vaccinated. It’s
been all downhill since.
Finally, just today one of Dr.
Smith’s older patients announced
his 4-year-old great granddaughter
has cancer. He was devastated. Dr.

Smith asked, “Was she vaccinated?” The patient replied, “Yes, why
do you ask?”
No one gets it. It’s as if everyone
is brain-dead, clueless, delusional
or brainwashed. The signs are everywhere. How many of you know
someone who was vaccinated and
died or suffered a bad illness soon
thereafter?
We all do.
Wake up, America. I believe this
COVID-19 vaccine is the worst
medical experiment and health care
disaster in history.
And here’s the really frightening
part: This is just the beginning. The
vaccines only became widely available about 18 months ago. It surely
is only going to get much worse.
*****
Wayne Allyn Root is known as
“the Conservative Warrior.” “The
Great Patriot Protest & Boycott
Book” is Wayne’s new #1 bestseller.
Wayne is a CEO, entrepreneur and
host of the nationally-syndicated
“Wayne Allyn Root: Raw & Unfiltered” aired daily in Las Vegas on
KMZQ, 670 AM from 3 p.m. to 7
p.m. and the “WAR RAW” podcast.
Read Wayne’s commentaries and
see his videos at ROOTforAmerica.
com

Wayne Allyn Root
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State allocates millions in ARPA
money to child mental health
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By Dana Gentry
Nevada Current
Nevada’s inadequate mental health system
will get millions of dollars in funding from
the American Rescue Plan Act after a unanimous vote Wednesday by members of the
Interim Finance Committee.
“We’re going to make a huge generational
change for the children,” Assemblywoman
Maggie Carlton said of the effort to bridge
the state’s fragmented system.
“Our children’s mental health system in
the state has always been fragile. The pandemic shredded it,” Barbara Buckley, executive director of Legal Aid Center of Southern
Nevada told members of the committee. “We
have parents giving up their children because
they can’t get mental health services.”
Buckley, a former lawmaker and the first
woman to serve as Speaker of the Nevada
Assembly, said the funding recommendations
are based on the work of a statewide coalition that mobilized a year ago to address the
crisis at the direction of Gov. Steve Sisolak.
She said the continuum of care begins with
“in home services to keep people out of the
expensive residential treatment centers. We
don’t want kids to get to that level.”
Last year, the Current reported the Department of Justice is investigating the state,
which is housing hundreds of youth in out-of
state residential facilities, even as beds in
local facilities remain open for lack of staff.
Among the programs approved by IFC:
—$1,570,516 for mobile crisis response
teams for Clark and Washoe School Districts
—$326,354 to fund ten public service
intern positions at Department of Child and
Family Services
—$4,885,798 to provide funding to China

The funding approved August 17, 2022 expires in 2025. Continuing beyond then will cost
about $28 million a year, with much of it expected to come from Medicaid.
Assembly Minority Leader Robin Titus,
Spring Youth Camp and Aurora Pines Youth
Camp and mental health services for special a Republican, questioned the wisdom of
funding new positions when some state depopulations of children and families
—$2,041,322 to fund 16 new positions for partments are experiencing critical staffing
the establishment of a Children’s Behavioral shortages.
Dr. Cindy Pitlock, director of the DepartHealth Authority and to provide oversight of
ment of Children and Family Services, put
ARPA funding
—$7,314,984 to fund a new Clinical Pro- the vacancy rate between 22 percent and 50
gram Planner 2 position and wraparound and percent for some agencies within DCFS.
“We cannot afford to wait. These parents
intensive care coordination for youth with
who came to talk to us this morning cannot
intensive needs
—$1,430,349 to fund one new position afford to wait,” Democratic Senate Majority
and emergency and planned respite services Leader Nicole Cannizzaro said of the parents
—$2,431,165 to fund one new position and grandparents who told the committee of
their struggles to obtain services for their
and intensive family in-home services.

Red Flag Fallout
(Continued from Page 1)
was buying Khaliki’s claims that a
feud of this magnitude stemmed
from a ridiculous beef over CCW
permits. This reporter has recently
learned what is likely the real reason for their vicious feud. Money.
And a lot of it. Over $50,000,000
to be precise.
In a long thread of text and
email conversations this reporter
has obtained from an inside source,
Khaliki and upper management at
the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police
Department Foundation spent many
months discussing an elaborate
plan to use red flag laws to fund the
LVMPD’s Reality Based Training
Facility. This is a project Lombardo
is still peddling to raise an initial
$35,000,000 in private investments
(a highly unorthodox approach to
funding government programs).
According to my source, the idea
for privately funding the Reality
Based Training Facility came from
Khaliki, an unnaturally savvy
marketer who has proven time and
time again he can deliver massive public engagement. Because
Lombardo was having difficulty
getting taxpayer funding allocated
for his highly ambitious project,
Khaliki clearly possessed a skill set
Lombardo could harness to drive a
massive crowd-funding campaign
to generate millions from private
investors. Much of the idea for the
Training Facility came from Las
Vegas Gunfights, a controversial
full-contact sport Khaliki created
that mixed non-lethal ammo and
MMA. Lombardo saw this concept
as a way to add massive value to
his Training Facility which would
need something special to attract
other departments from around the
country.
The rollout of their plan would
start with a program called Forward
Assist, a red flag rehabilitation
program where offenders would be
prosecuted and then court-ordered
to participate (at the cost of $600)
in a program that promised to
rehabilitate them and restore their
gun rights. That money would be
paid by the offender directly to the
Forward Assist Program, owned
by Khaliki and the LVMPD Foundation. Because the Forward Assist
program was the only one in Clark
County, red flag offenders charged
by any law enforcement agency in

Clark County would feed the Forward Assist program with millions
of dollars.
In addition to the Forward Assist
program, their plan called for paid
ride-alongs for tourists, “crime
scene tours” in decommissioned
SWAT vehicles, expedited CCW
permits, and helicopter rides. All
told, the plan had the ability to
generate some $50,000,000 over
4-years, all flowing through Khaliki’s Gun District project and
straight into the LVMPD Foundation’s private coffers.
The problem with this scheme
was that it incentivized Lombardo
to use his entire department to
prosecute red flag laws that would
in turn funnel millions of dollars
through Khaliki’s company (in
which the LVMPD Foundation
would own a 30-percent stake). The
conflict of interest that exists in this
plan is beyond my comprehension,
yet here it all was in black and white
with full-blown business plans and
spreadsheets outlining how the
LVMPD Foundation and Khaliki
would split millions of dollars.
According to my source who
has spoken to me on the condition
of anonymity, there was a disagreement on principles surrounding
the objective of how the program
would function. Khaliki wanted to
find a way to help gun-owners with
unfair laws and Lombardo wanted
to fund his Reality-Based Training
Facility. Lombardo pulled out of
the deal days before the public announcement of the Forward Assist
program — and that is the reason
for their bitter feud. Lombardo took
all Khaliki’s ideas, then kicked
him out of a deal worth millions
of dollars.
Now that makes a lot more sense
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than feuding over CCWs. It would
also explain how Khaliki seems
to know more than anyone else
about Lombardo and some of the
business dealings he has had while
sheriff that have left more than a
few people wondering. Whatever
the reason, Khaliki was furious
with Lombardo and their bitter
rivalry began.

children.
The funding approved Wednesday expires
in 2025. Continuing beyond then will cost
about $28 million a year, with much of it
expected to come from Medicaid.
The IFC also approved the following uses
of ARPA money:
—$1,283,619 to the Nevada Department
of Education to fund a contract for End-ofCourse assessments for the 2022-23 school
year
—$548,809 to fund a unified communications pilot project and state agency telecommunications technology survey to help
modernize state government services and
reduce future costs
—$367,956 to support a position and associated costs as well as operating and contract
staff to support warehouse operations
—$15,000,000 to administer grants to
qualifying charter schools in Nevada to
augment programs implemented to address
the impacts of learning loss experienced as
a result of the COVID-19 pandemic
—$87,690 to fund new flooring in several
buildings at Desert Regional Center, a mental
health facility in Southern Nevada
—$8,527,243 to support an allocation
to fund diagnostic and therapeutic provider
services for autism
—$160,000 to fund contractual obligations for a biennial internal security risk
assessment.
—$862,544 to upgrade of the agency’s
electronic health record software
—$475,000 to fund anti-ligature furniture
upgrades in patient rooms at the Stein and
Rawson-Neal Hospitals.
—$1,581,115 to fund the replacement
(See Child Mental Health, Page 4)

It started with Khaliki going
public with filmmaker Ramsey
Dennison, (What Happened In Vegas, 2017) and exposing damning
information about Lombardo’s new
wife, Donna Alderson. Khaliki alleged that Alderson and her former
husband, William Gaylor, were
facing indictments for securities
fraud in a scheme that bilked 8
investors (2 of which were senior
citizens) out of more than $1.2
million (District Court case # 13287915-1). Gaylor and Alderson
were both listed on the company’s
LLC at the time of the fraud. When
the indictments were about to come
down, Khaliki alleged that Donna
seduced Lombardo and bought herself a get-out-of-jail-free card. Sure
enough, Donna Alderson was never
indicted, though she was listed on
the LLC and was an equal benefactor with Gaylor in both marriage
and business.
Lombardo immediately went

after Khaliki’s business, Las Vegas
Gunfights, and had him shut down
for almost nine months. He had
him placed under grand jury investigation over a mass CCW class
Khaliki did for free and forced over
1,000 of his students to retake their
8-hour course. Khaliki responded
in kind by publishing The Khaliki
Report, an alternative report on the
1-October mass shooting, alleging
incompetence and a cover-up.
And so it has gone for the last
five years with Khaliki and Lombardo, two individuals who at one
time contemplated a business relationship and ended with Lombardo
running for governor and Khaliki
forming a union for concealed
carriers.
It will be interesting to see who
is left standing in January. Khaliki
is currently suing LVMPD for violating his First Amendment rights
regarding his seminar at the Clark
County Library.
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A month into 988, call volumes up, but state
behavioral health infrastructure is not
By Camalot Todd
Nevada Current
A month ago, on July 16, the nation and Nevada launched 988, the
new three-digit number for the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline,
connecting people in emotional
distress to 24-hour, 7-day-a-week
free and confidential support.
It was step one in creating the
nation’s first comprehensive crisis
behavioral health care system based
on having someone to call, someone to come and somewhere to go.
Some of Nevada’s challenges in
the launch process are the same as
those faced nationally. For instance,
callers might be waiting 45 seconds
before being routed through the
national intake to a live person
providing local assistance. States
are also combating online misinformation on how law enforcement
is involved.
But Nevada’s challenges are
also unique in that unlike some
other parts of the country, the state
is entering the program without coordinated behavioral health services
in place beforehand.
Building the rest of the infrastructure for 988 could take years.
The state needs to coordinate and
train mobile crisis teams, build
crisis stabilization centers and craft
regulations on how telecommunications companies will implement the
small surcharge authorized in state
law to fund the new 988 system, all
while at the same time trying to help
Nevadans in crisis now.
“I think the biggest challenge we
are all aware of is that while we are
planning and working towards implementation, we also want to make
sure that individuals in crisis today
also have access to those services
today,” said Stephanie Woodard,
senior advisory on behavioral
health for the Nevada Department
of Health and Human Services.
Nevada’s needs are immediate.
It continuously ranks at the bottom
of all states in access to care and
higher prevalence of mental illness,
according to the nonprofit Mental
Health America’s annual rankings.
Recent data was unavailable,
but in 2020 nearly 24,000 people in
Nevada called the National Suicide
Prevention Lifeline, according to
the federal Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration.
In the first two weeks after the
state launched the new number on
July 16, nonprofit Crisis Support
Services of Nevada, a National
Suicide Prevention Lifeline partner
that operated the state’s suicide
hotline since 1966, estimates calls
increased by 30 percent. Crisis
Support Services also still fields
calls from the suicide hotline
number, which remains active, so
increased call volume suggests the
public rollout of the 988 number
in July resonated effectively with
the public.
The nonprofit increased staffing by 35 people, including three
who are bilingual, in the last three

Nevada’s challenges are unique in that unlike some other parts of the
country, the state is entering the program without coordinated behavioral
health services in place beforehand.
months to prepare for the increase teams, said Woodard.
in calls, said Rachelle Pellissier,
The state received a grant
executive director of Crisis Support through The American Rescue Plan
Services of Nevada.
Act of 2021 (ARPA) and is working
The goal for Crisis Support with applicant organizations on
Services is to have a 95 percent call setting the standards for operating
answer time in 20 seconds, she said. the centers, while also waiting for
The answer time in Nevada Medicaid (the single largest payer
has been averaging between 1420 seconds, but those in crisis are
routed to the national hub where
the intake is roughly 45 seconds
before they are redirected to either
their state (based on area code) or to
the Veterans hotline. It takes about
a minute from the time a person in
emotional distress calls 988 until
they are connected to someone in
Nevada.
“They need to shorten that
because people in a crisis, they’re
hanging up if it’s too long,” Pellissier said.
Call wait times at the national
level aren’t the only issues states
face — only four states: Nevada,
Virginia, Colorado and Washington
passed legislation to ensure state
funding for 988.
Last year, the Legislature passed
Senate Bill 390 authorizing at most
a 35-cent charge per person, per
line, per month in Nevada to fund
the 988 system. But the state is still
working with telecommunication
companies to develop the regulations to implement the surcharge.
Ideally, the regulations will be
presented to the Nevada Board of
Health by December, said Woodard.
These problems exist at the
same time as a slew of other issues
arise when it comes to building
the physical infrastructure to have
a coordinated state-wide crisis
response effort, including training
and onboarding mobile crisis teams
and creating the physical locations
for the crisis facilities.
While Nevada has some mobile
crisis teams in operations, the state
is working on crafting provider
qualifications, and then must select
from a handful of providers that
have applied for the funding, before
launching designated crisis mobile

(Continued from Page 3)
and installation of security cameras
and related equipment at the Lakes
Crossing Center
—$239,112 to purchase and
install security cameras at various
Nevada Parole and Probation (NPP)
offices statewide
—$359,795 to support the replacement of two mechanic service
vehicles for Division of Forestry
—$37,800 for a training management system for the Commission on Ethics
“Capital improvement projects,
even when delayed, are not what
Congress had in mind when they
passed the American Rescue Plan

Act (ARPA) during the pandemic,”
Steven Cohen wrote in a rare public
comment opposing a funding item.
He took issue with replacing flooring in Desert Regional Center, a Las
Vegas psychiatric facilility.
“This $87,600 could instead
fund quality services for a Desert
Regional Center client for part of
a fiscal year.”
Others suggested privately that
funding of this magnitude should
be determined by the entire Legislature, rather than the IFC.
Nevada received $1 billion in
coronavirus rescue funds. Sisolak
and lawmakers have yet to allocate
all the funds.

of mental healthcare in America)
to craft a reimbursement policy for
those centers, said Woodard.
“The undertaking of establishing a crisis stabilization center is
pretty significant,” Woodard said.
“Our plan for ensuring that we get
our crisis stabilization centers up
and running and operational is a
way out.”
Woodard anticipates some of the
centers will open in the next year to
year and a half.
As all of this unfolds through
bureaucratic mazes, false information swirls in the public domain —
including that 988 shares a person’s
location with law enforcement.
988 does not use geolocation and
instead relies on area codes to route
calls to local centers.
For decades, law enforcement
has been the de facto first responder
to immediate mental health crises in
America, often with deadly results..
This reliance helped establish the
stigma that mental illness relates
to criminalization in the collective
consciousness, said Pellissier.
The National Suicide Prevention
Lifeline is 800-273-8255. The National Suicide Prevention Lifeline
changed its number to 988 on July
16, 2022. The original lifeline is
live. Nevadans can reach services

by calling, texting or chatting
online.
To find mental and behavioral
health services in Nevada, visit:behavioralhealthvn.org.
988 was designed to shift away
from relying on law enforcement
and create a separate system for
people to get behavioral health care
from trained professionals. But it
will take years to build out, she said.
In the meantime, the only time
law enforcement is called is when
the individual is at risk of harm or
death — and only because there
are so few other options available.
As the state and the nation work to
build a system of care tailored to
behavioral health, 988 call centers
like Crisis Support Services of
Nevada have to work to build trust
in people’s most vulnerable times
of need.
The only way they can do that is
by being there when someone calls,
Pellissier said.
“988 is just the phone number.
That was just the first step in the
behavioral health care system,
just make it easy to call,” she said.
“This is the beautiful first step, yes
it makes it easier for people to get
to us but we still have to build these
other services and it’s not going to
happen overnight.”

Stavros ANTHONY
for Lieutenant Governor

Child Mental Health

As Lieutenant Governor, Stavros Anthony will
focus on economic development with an emphasis
on small business, public safety across the state
and safe communities, promoting and advancing
tourism, and oversight of the Nevada State Senate.
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UNLV study traces links between
unaffordable housing and child abuse

By Camalot Todd
Nevada Current
A single mother in Nevada
makes $10.50 per hour on minimum wage, or about $21,840.00 a
year if she works full time.
And then there’s the rent.
The average rent for a one-bedroom apartment in Las Vegas is
by one estimate $1,372, and for a
two-bedroom, $1,622 or $19,464
annually. Even at hourly wages
two or three dollars higher than the
minimum wage, after rent very little
would be left over each month for
groceries, transportation, child care,
school clothes and other expenses.
Affordable housing can help reduce childhood psychological and
physical mistreatment, according
to a new study through the UNLV
School of Social Work released
last week which focused on single
moms with children who are at least
5 years old.
“What I suspect is happening,
and there is support for this, is that
mothers are sacriﬁcing their needs
so that their kids are taken care
of,” said Katherine Marcal, the
UNLV social work professor who
published the study, which draws
on pre-pandemic data. “Moms will
forgo food so that the kids can eat.

“It’s the same, old boring reason we see in regards to all our other social
problems, there’s not a (political) will.”
The kids will be food secure.”
resources like childcare, and racial
About 81.5 percent of “extreme- biases in state surveillance connectly low-income Nevadans pay more ed to public assistance programs
than half of their income on rent” collide with an increased likelihood
and the Las Vegas metropolitan for physical and psychological
area ranks ﬁrst for the “most se- abuse for children, Marcal said.
vere” affordable-housing shortages
“Child abuse isn’t the result of
among the 50 largest cities in the bad people becoming bad parents,
nation, according to research from which is often the assumption,”
the National Low Income Housing she said.
Coalition’s 2022 report.
Marcal’s study assessed physical
The stress of poverty, lack of assault, psychological aggression,

Metro Settlements

(Continued from Page 1)
while riding in a car. “Every single one of
these cases is hard fought.”
In the current ﬁscal year, Metro has budgeted $2 million in claims expenses. “This
includes all auto and general liability claims,
to include settlements,” a spokesperson for
the department said via email.
Lombardo referred requests for comment
to Metro’s Chief Financial Ofﬁcer, Richard
Hoggan.
“The Farah and Berry settlements were a
big part of the spikes in the past two ﬁscal
years,” Hoggan said via email. “Beyond
those settlements, we settled an unusually
high number of auto accidents over those two
ﬁscal years. We have an extensive internal
review process of all employee-involved
accidents as well as regular safety training
and procedural review that we are hoping
will reduce the number of employee-involved
incidents.”
Of the four elected ofﬁcials on the Fiscal
Affairs Committee — Las Vegas council
members Cedric Crear and Stavros Anthony (a former Metro ofﬁcer), Clark County
Commissioner Michael Naft, and Commission chairman Jim Gibson — only Gibson
responded to questions.
“In looking at the lawsuits approved by
FAC in recent years, it does not appear that
the number has increased year over year,”
Gibson said via email, pointing to the last
four years since he joined the County Commission.
“The total amounts paid ﬂuctuate depending on a variety of factors,” Gibson said. “It
is hard to compare years because our internal
authority for approval changed in 2020.”
That year, the FAC increased the threshold of settlements that can be unilaterally
approved by Lombardo from $50,000 to
$200,000.
“We had proposed $250,000 but the FAC
approved $200,000 in the ﬁnal resolutions,”
Hoggan said. “Yes, we report all settlements
entered into by the Sheriff each FAC meeting.”
“It’s not just the amount of dollars that are
being expended or the number of settlements.
The nature of settlements says what’s happening with the department,” Haseebullah says,
adding he ﬁnds it troubling that the FAC is
“investing so much power in one individual
without any real checks and balances.”
He says there’s been “a lack of credible
oversight of the department across the board
for the last several years. There’s been an
increase to the budget without even a request
for a stronger data presentation to show
what’s going to be different.”
Hoggan says the average amount paid
from the FAC approved settlements from
2012-2014 was $1,481,000.
But a study by a UCLA professor pegged
the three-year average for Metro settlements
from 2012 through 2014 at $2,296,197, or

$780 for each of the department’s 2,942
commissioned ofﬁcers at the time. By comparison, the Baltimore Police Department’s
per capita cost at the time was $702; Dallas
was $811; New York was $4,694; and Los
Angeles was $3,064.
Metro’s settlement cost per ofﬁcer has
more than doubled since that study, to $1,957
in 20/21 and $1,734 in 21/22.
Note: In 2020, Lombardo received authority from the Fiscal Affairs Committee
to unilaterally approve settlements up to
$200,000. Those settlements are no longer
included in reports posted by Fiscal Affairs,
and the amounts are unknown.
“There will likely continue to be an increased amount of settlements as we move
forward because the department hasn’t shown
signiﬁcant accountability on a number of
different issues,” says Hasseebullah.
Given the historic reluctance of prosecutors to charge law enforcement, and obstacles
to ﬁling civil suits against police, such as
qualiﬁed immunity laws that protect them,
settlements can be the only justice that victims of police wrongdoing receive.
Lombardo began his tenure as sheriff with
settlements and judgments averaging below
previous years. Fiscal Affairs approved eight
payouts in 2015, Lombardo’s ﬁrst year in
ofﬁce. In 2021, the committee paid 28 settlements. This year through July, Fiscal Affairs
has paid 27 claims.
Among them:
—$1,885,000 in the death of Nicholas
Farah, who died of asphyxia while being
restrained by police.
—$250,000 to the Las Vegas Review-Journal related to Metro’s failure to release audio,
video, and reports regarding the 2017 shooting massacre on the Las Vegas Strip.
“… Mr. Lombardo should explain to voters why he chose to roll the dice with taxpayer
funds and why his department so often prefers
darkness to government accountability,” the
paper wrote in an editorial.
Other recent approvals from Fiscal Affairs
during Lombardo’s tenure include:
—A 2020 settlement of $929,284 with the
family of Tashi Farmer, who died after he was
tased repeatedly and put in a neck restraint
by Ofﬁcer Kenneth Lopera.
—A 2020 settlement of $995,000 to Patricia Fitzpatrick for the death of Jeremiah
Bowling, who was murdered by his cellmate.
Fitzpatrick alleged jail personnel failed to

neglect and other child maltreatment behaviors.
Neglect is often associated with
poverty, so Marcal was surprised
to ﬁnd that unstable housing did
not correlate with a higher risk of
neglect.
But the impact of stress and
poverty and self-sacriﬁcing their
basic needs can push mothers to
exasperation.
“Parenting under the best of circumstances is very, very hard, and
being unable to afford your basic
needs or your child’s basic needs
makes it exponentially harder,” she
said. “The mental strain and chaos
of wondering ‘am I going to be
able to pay my rent next month?’
is uniquely stressful for people.”
For many in the state, that strain
is only getting worse.
Months after the start of the
Covid-19 pandemic started, Nevada
had the highest unemployment rate
nationally — and struggled with
it for well over a year later. Then,
intensified by supply shortages
and Russia’s invasion of Ukraine,
inﬂation began hammering working
families.
Housing costs surged and most
wages did not rise as quickly as
prices, with seven out of 10 of the

perform adequate safety checks on inmates.
—A $3 million settlement (Metro’s share)
of a total $14.5 million paid in the wrongful
conviction case ﬁled in 2019 by DeMarlo
Berry, who was convicted in 1994 of a murder
he did not commit and spent two decades in
prison.
“As you can see, a few cases can have a
great impact on the yearly totals,” Gibson
noted via email.
Metro has averaged just under nine trafﬁc
accident settlements a year since Lombardo
took ofﬁce in 2015, and paid at least 70 accident-related settlements.
The number of accident settlements spiked
to 23 in 2021, just as a cap increased from
$100,000 to $150,000. The state cap on accident settlements increased again July 1 of
this year from $150,000 to $200,000.
Gibson says the accident numbers “have
increased commensurate with increased
ofﬁcers and trafﬁc on the road.” Metro has
added almost 600 ofﬁcers since Lombardo
took ofﬁce.
“We are seeing some damage claims at
the new cap levels,” Gibson said. “Usually,
it takes some time for cases to work through
the court system and we expect the new cap
to have impact next year.”
The hidden cost
The settlement amounts cited in this story
do not include Metro’s attorney fees, paid to
private law ﬁrms contracted to defend the
police.
In FY 18/19, Metro paid $2.8 million in
legal fees; $3.2 million in FY 19/20; $3.4
million in FY 20/21; and $4.1 million in FY
21/22.
“Please keep in mind these include all
attorney fees for any legal defense to include
civil rights, auto accident, or contract disputes,” Hoggan said via email.
The Ofﬁce of the General Counsel, which
is responsible for hiring outside counsel to
defend Metro, receives an annual budget of
just under $6 million.
In 2013, then-Clark County Commission
chairman and Fiscal Affairs committee member Steve Sisolak, who is now governor and
is facing a challenge from Lombardo, told
the Las Vegas Sun that Metro could be more
transparent about attorney fees, which are
not provided to the public, and totaled $3
million in 2012.
“It’s the same old thing with the attorneys’
fees. You get to the eleventh hour and you set-

most common jobs in Las Vegas
not paying enough for workers to
afford a studio apartment.
“Our wages particularly on the
low-end of the earning spectrum are
just not keeping up with inﬂation
or the housing costs, so naturally
we are seeing this worsening of
affordable housing, the ability for
low-income families to even break
into the housing market,” Marcal
said.
While Marcal notes that people
on the ground, from homeless advocates to social workers for the
child welfare system, are doing
great work, an effective change
will hinge on public policy choices.
Zoning reforms to allow more
affordable housing, ensuring evictions do not stay on an individual’s
record for a long time so they can
get approved for a lease, and caps
on rent increases are just some ways
that could level the playing ﬁeld,
said Marcal.
“Some of the things we need
done are just too big for local
advocates and nonproﬁt workers.
We need high-level structural policy change,” Marcal said. “It’s the
same, old boring reason we see in
regards to all our other social problems, there’s not a (political) will.”

tle these cases,” Sisolak said in 2013. “Maybe
that’s how you come to the determination of
what’s fair to settle, but you spend millions in
attorneys’ fees that could otherwise be saved
or used for the settlement.”
Sisolak’s comments were directed at
the time to Lombardo’s predecessor, Doug
Gillespie, who incurred several high-price
settlements during his tenure as sheriff.
—In 2011, Metro paid $1.5 million to
Dwayne Jackson, a victim of a DNA mix-up
who served nearly four years in prison for a
robbery he didn’t commit.
—Also in 2011, Metro paid $1 million to
the family of Dustin Boone, who died in 2009
after ofﬁcers placed him in a choke hold.
—A 2010 undercover raid that was supposed to be captured by a TV crew went awry
when police shot and killed Trevon Cole, an
alleged marijuana dealer. In 2012, Metro paid
Cole’s relatives $1.7 million, a record amount
for Metro at the time.
—The widow of Stanley Gibson, an unarmed Gulf War veteran shot and killed by
Metro in 2011, received $1.5 million from
Metro in 2013.
Stubbs says Metro could prove its interest
in accountability by settling cases sooner
and avoiding exorbitant legal fees on both
sides. The $300,000 settlement he won this
year cost Metro $205,029.80 in fees paid to
the Kaempfer Crowell law ﬁrm for the department’s defense, according to documents
obtained by the Current.
“The hidden part of settlements is the
cost to litigate them,” says musician and
substitute teacher Brandon Summers, who
was arrested in 2018 after he was told by
a Metro ofﬁcer to leave a skybridge on the
Strip, where he was packing up after playing
violin. Summers says he complied. When
he began taking video of Metro engaging
a man selling bottled water on the street,
police conﬁscated Summers’ phone and took
both men to jail. Summers was charged with
obstructing the sidewalk. The charge was
eventually dropped.
Metro paid Summers $100,000 for violating his civil rights. A public records request
reveals Metro paid law ﬁrm Marquis Aurbach
Cofﬁng $12,336.51 for its defense.
Is the proliferation of police body cams
generating more complaints against police?
Not likely, according to experts.
A UNLV study funded by the U.S. Department of Justice’s National Institute of
Justice studied the number of complaints
ﬁled against LVMPD ofﬁcers who wore body
cameras compared with those who did not,
and found a 16 percent decrease in complaints
against the cops who donned the cameras.
Settlements and judgments are paid by
taxpayers from Metro’s budget. The agency
has a self-insured fund to cover some of the
costs. The cash balance as of March was
$18 million according to the Fiscal Affairs
agenda.
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White House projections tout impact
of climate and health law on Nevada
By Michael Lyle
Nevada Current
New projections released by the White
House boast how clean energy tax credits
and rebates, caps on insulin, and prescription
drug pricing reform included in the Inflation
Reduction Act will lower costs for Nevadans.
President Joe Biden signed the climate,
health care and tax law Tuesday. Various
provisions of the bill will start to take effect
in 2023 while others won’t come into play
for a few more years.
The White House recently released a stateby-state fact sheet of some of the climate and
health impacts.
Climate provisions within the bill include
$370 billion to clean energy programs, $15
billion to the Environmental Protection
Agency to help reduce greenhouse gas, and
$4.5 billion for Western drought preparedness
and response.
The legislation also provides rebates for
households to make repairs and improvements to increase energy efficiency, tax
credits covering 30 percent of the costs of
community solar projects with bonus credits
for affordable housing properties and projects
in low-income communities, and tax credits
ranging from $4,000 to $7,500 for purchasing
electric vehicles, starting Jan. 1, 2023.
The White House estimates credits to
install solar panels could lead to “75,000
additional Nevada households” installing
rooftop panels.
The bill also includes grants to state and
local governments to adopt building energy

The legislation includes tax credits ranging from $4,000 to $7,500 for purchasing electric
vehicles starting Jan 1., 2023.
codes, a move the White House says could storage to Nevada between now and 2030,”
help average new homeowners in Nevada according to the White House’s fact sheet.
save $181 annually.
The package also brings long-sought-after
The tax credits, the administration said, reforms to health care and prescription drug
will lower energy costs and “make it more pricing.
affordable for Nevada families to purchase
More than 22,000 people on Medicare in
energy efficient appliances when they need Nevada are expected to have their insulin
to make repairs around their homes and save copay capped at $35 starting in 2023.
money on their utility bills each month.”
Sarah Gleich, the executive director of the
Around 32,000 Nevadans are employed Nevada Diabetes Association, noted reports
in clean energy jobs, and the legislation is of people rationing insulin until payday in
expected to bring $2.7 billion of “investment order to pay rent or make car payments, and
in large-scale clean power generation and even dying because they couldn’t afford the

medication.
“For a person that is insulin-dependent,
you think about insulin every day,” she said.
“The struggle is that it’s hard to stockpile
and if something happens it’s the difference
between living by taking a shot or food for
the month. Insulin costs that much and is that
important.”
A provision to cap insulin copays for
private insurance was stripped from the
package after failing to get enough Republican support. Some Democrats have been
mulling over bringing a standalone bill on
insulin costs to the Senate floor.
“It cost under 25 cents to make a non-designer rDNA insulin vial,” Gleich said. “Pharma says it’s insurance companies and being a
middleman. Insurance says it’s research and
development from Pharma. They are both
wrong. Insulin should be something you can
just pick up at the store like an aspirin. No
insurance company required. It used to be this
simple in the 90’s — and before.”
The bill limits out-of-pocket expenses for
Medicare prescription drugs at $2,000 annually beginning in 2025 and allows the federal
government to negotiate some of the more
expensive prescription drugs starting in 2026.
And starting in 2023, the legislation “will
require $0 cost-sharing for vaccines for
Medicare Part D beneficiaries,” according
to the White House fact sheet. “Some 28,000
Nevada Medicare beneficiaries received a
Part D vaccine in 2020, and that number is
likely to rise as those vaccines become more
affordable.”

Legislative panel preps mental
health bills for 2023 session
By Camalot Todd
Nevada Current
State lawmakers Thursday
signed off on several behavioral
and mental health initiatives they
want to see prepped as legislation
for next year’s legislative session.
The bill draft requests (BDRs)
include a proposal to require health
care providers who are authorized to diagnose an opioid use
disorder to offer information on
evidence-based treatment options,
and better assure that providers who
receive state and federal money for
substance use treatment to prioritize
at-risk populations.
The legislative panel will also
ask the Legislative Counsel Bureau
to draft a bill requiring medication-assisted treatment (MAT) to
be used in state jails and prisons.
The FDA approved method uses
medication and counseling and
behavioral therapy to help those
struggling with substance use,
prevent overdoses and sustain recovery, according to the Substance
Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration.
“We do have, unfortunately,
very low rates of medically assisted
treatment being offered” in Nevada,
Stephanie Woodard, senior advisory on behavioral health for the
Nevada Department of Health and
Human Services, told the legislative
Interim Committee on Health and
Human Services. “Very rarely are
they aware they have medically assisted treatment available to them.”
Several different regional Behavioral Health Policy Boards,
including those from Clark County
and Douglas County, identified

“We do have, unfortunately, very low rates of medically assisted
treatment being offered” in Nevada, a state official told lawmakers.
supportive housing for those with
behavioral health needs as major
policy priorities for the upcoming
session.
Other BDRs that progressed
Thursday include supportive housing for those who are homeless
and those who have severe mental
health needs with a focus on people
under 25 years old.
For homeless youth, policies
that aim to reduce barriers to get
documents were introduced like
waiving the cost of state ids, and
requiring counties with a population over 100,000 or more — Clark
and Washoe — to develop plans
on addressing homeless youth and
at-risk foster youth, including any
mental or behavioral health needs.
This bill drafts come after mil-

By Dana Gentry
Nevada Current
Workers at Wolf Pack Meats,
the University of Nevada, Reno’s
slaughterhouse, repeatedly violated
humane handling practices during
two March inspections, according
to reports from the U.S. Department
of Agriculture, by beating cattle and
shooting a lamb in the back of the
head, which failed to render the
animal unconscious. The report also
says a worker shot a cow in the head
with three other steers crowded into
the stun box, a violation of humane
handling practices.
A report of the lamb incident
from March 15 says the inspector
“heard one gun shot from the knock
box, then a second shot followed by
a loud yell. I immediately walked to
the knock box. I saw 5 lambs in the
right front corner of the enclosure
and one lamb in the center that
was in sternal recumbency with its
forelimb-hooves tucked between its

hindlimbs, and its head and neck
rested over its forelimbs. Its eyes
were open, constricted, it had a
palpebral reflex, but not vocalizing
or attempting to stand up.”
The employee told the inspector
the first shot “was a misfire and did
not penetrate the animal and that the
second shot I heard entered the back
of the lamb’s head.”
The lamb’s “head dropped to the
floor” after it was shot a third time.
Federal regulations say shooting
should “produce immediate unconsciousness in the animal by a single
shot before it is shackled, hoisted,
thrown, cast, or cut. The animal
shall be shot in such a manner that
they will be rendered unconscious
with a minimum of excitement and
(See Slaughterhouse, Page 7)

lions of dollars in American Rescue
Plan Act (ARPA) funds were allocated to children’s mental health in
Nevada, a state that continuously
ranks at the bottom in the nation
for access to care and higher prevalence of mental illness, an increase
in opioid deaths for those under
25 and struggles with a shortage
of mental health professionals in
schools and supportive housing.
The committee also heard from
the Patient Protection Committee
(PPC) about adopting PPC bylaws and conflict of interest forms
and creating a Stakeholder Advisory Subcommittee after industry-friendly appointees vocalized
opposition to the committee’s goal
to rein in health care costs earlier
this year.
Other BDRs that progressed
include the following:
—Expanding School-Based

Health Centers to include behavioral health and dental health services
and ensure enrollment in Medicaid
managed care provider networks.
—Easing access to important
documents like state identification
cards and birth certificates for
homeless youth.
—Training educators to identify
commercially sexually exploited
children at schools.
—Amending the state Medicaid
plan for a coverage requirement on
substance use, and mental and behavioral health through integrated
healthcare models.
Require the Department of Child
and Family Services, the Division
of Public and Behavioral Health
(DPBH), Department of Health
and Human Services to each craft
a comprehensive state plan for behavioral health clinical standards
for children and adults.

Mail Boxes For Rent

UNR slaughterhouse cited by
USDA for inhumane handling

only $15/month
Must pay 3 months in advance
We also can receive
UPS and FedEx

MAIL BY RENEE

(Under New Management)

716 South 10th Street • Las Vegas, NV 90101
For more information come by or call
(702) 262-0703
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Protecting endangered species by relocating them?
Federal proposal’s merit hinges on whether a move is ‘in good faith,’ conservationists say

By Jeniffer Solis
Nevada Current
Wildlife officials are proposing an ambitious policy to protect plants and animals
from climate change: by moving threatened
species to greener pastures.
In June, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
proposed a change to the Endangered Species
Act that would allow federally protected
plants and animals to be introduced in areas
where they’ve never lived before.
By establishing “experimental populations” wildlife managers say the policy
could improve efforts to preserve vulnerable
species as worsening climate change causes
habitats within their historical ranges to become inhospitable.
Federal law does allow plants and animals to be introduced into habitats outside
of where they currently live, but only within
their own historical range.
“Recovering species and preventing their
extinction will require innovative, proactive,
science-based policies and conservation
actions that address the growing impacts
from climate change and invasive species
before it is too late,” said Martha Williams,
Service Director, in a press release of the
announcement.
Experimental populations have been used
to advance the recovery of numerous endangered species, according to Fish and Wildlife,
including California condors, whooping
cranes and Sonoran pronghorns.
If finalized, the proposed rule could have
far reaching implications, including in Nevada, home to nearly 40 species of endangered
plants and animals.
Nevada’s imperiled species range from the
Dixie Valley toad, a small toad found only in
a thermal spring-fed wetland in the remote
Dixie Valley, to the Steamboat buckwheat, a
woody flower found near the base of mountains in the Sierra Nevada range.
State wildlife managers in Nevada have
expressed support for the proposed rule to
move species to new habitats within the state.
“The establishment of experimental populations of protected plant species in suitable
habitat and at climatically appropriate locations outside historical ranges may provide
a key tool to preservation of biodiversity in

Several imperiled species in Nevada are facing threats from mining and energy development,
including the Tiehm’s buckwheat and the Dixie Valley toad.
Nevada,” wrote Nevada Division of Forestry from habitat destruction, mining, energy
officials in a letter of support to the service. development, and the spread of destructive
Conservationists in the state say when invasive species.
“viewed in good faith” and accompanied by
Jamey McClinton, the supervisory bota“rigorous environmental review and public nist for the Nevada Division of Natural Heriengagement,” the policy could allow species tage Botany Program, said climate change is
to thrive in a new habitat.
a “pervasive and concerning” threat to many
“That said, species are intricately evolved of Nevada’s rarest plant species.
to the environment in their native range, and
However she warned that “only non-deassisted migration is fraught with numerous velopment-related pressures should be conissues, not least of which is a possibility that sidered as appropriate reasons to establish
it will fail,” said Patrick Donelly, the Great experimental populations of rare plants
Basin director for the Center for Biological outside of their historical range.”
Diversity, which submitted a letter of support.
“There are many rare and endangered spe‘Appropriate reasons’
cies plants that occupy economically valuable
Researchers have observed that climate habitats,” McClinton said. “That includes
change and invasive species have already substrates that contain lithium or gold, but
pushed animals into completely new geo- it also includes geothermal areas. There are
graphic areas for their own survival. Howev- rare plants in desert plains and valley boter, not all species can migrate on their own toms that are attractive to renewable energy
due to habitat fragmentation, mountains, development and agriculture.”
rivers, or their own stationary nature.
Several imperiled species in Nevada are
Plants face such a predicament. In a recent facing threats from mining and energy decollection of papers in the Journal of Ecology, velopment, including the Tiehm’s buckwheat
a group of researchers estimated that under and the Dixie Valley toad.
certain climate change scenarios 90 percent
Ioneer, an Australian-based lithium minof 188 threatened plant species they analyzed ing company interested in developing a mine
may need assisted migration to cope with on the only known habitat of the buckwheat,
habitat loss.
funded a five-year study with the University
Still, some endangered species are under of Nevada, Reno to conduct propagation
assault not only from climate change but and transplant trials of the flower in order to

rehome the species.
McClinton, who previously worked as
a field technician for the ioneer’s financed
transplant trials, said there wasn’t enough
research to determine whether the flower
could be successfully moved out of its historic habitat or whether that would be best
for the species.
“It would need extensive research and a
consistently implemented long term monitoring program, that’s what would be required
to determine whether any species that’s endangered would qualify under this proposal.
You need a lot of background research to
know whether the existing habitat for any
species is unlikely to support it in the future,”
McClinton.
Thousands of Tiehm’s buckwheat —
which are found nowhere else in the world —
were destroyed in 2020 by ground squirrels
gnawing on the roots for water, according to
the agency. That incident, reduced the flower’s population by at least 50 percent and as
much as 64 percent.
The Bureau of Land Management and
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service linked
the large-scale destruction of the buckwheat
to ground squirrels seeking moisture due to
current intense drought conditions. It was the
first ever documented case of herbivory on
Tiehm’s buckwheat, said BLM.
However, McClinton argued that a single
“anomalous occurrence” wouldn’t “necessarily be enough to justify assisted migration.”
“It’s unknown at this point whether such
herbivory has impacted the species in the
past, the extent of its ability to recover from
those types of disturbances, and what the long
term consequences of events like this might
be for the species,” McClinton said.
McClinton, who has done extensive research on transplanting buckwheat seedlings
in response to a mining expansion, said the
proposal could save imperiled species that
can’t be protected using alternative conservation methods, but only as a last resort.
“It seemed the door had been left open for
other types of threats besides climate change
and invasive species to be considered. There
might be other natural threats that are appropriate to consider but I think it’s important to
clarify,” McClinton said.

By Jeniffer Solis
Nevada Current
Sen. Catherine Cortez Masto joined state
water officials Monday to demand immediate
federal action on the Colorado River water
crisis as Nevada faces its second year of
mandatory water cuts.
Last week, federal officials announced
that Nevada would lose about 8 percent of its
water allocation, or 25,000 acre-feet of water,
starting January 2023 as a stopgap solution to
stabilize water levels at Lake Mead.
The Department of Interior’s Bureau of
Reclamation, the federal agency in charge
of managing much of the West’s water, said
states within the Colorado River basin needed
to cut usage between 2 and 4 million acre feet
in 2023 to protect the Lake Mead and Lake
Powell reservoirs. However, states in the
region failed to meet that federal deadline,
leading to last week’s cuts.
Following last week’s announcement,
Cortez Masto sent a letter to the U.S. Department of the Interior demanding “federal
actions and measures to ensure all Lower
Basin states” are conserving water, rather
than relying on cuts to lower basin states
like Nevada.
Arizona and Mexico also face cuts starting
next year, about 21 percent and 7 percent
respectively. California, a lower basin state,
will not face water cuts in 2023 under Tier

Sen. Catherine Cortez Masto calls on the Department of the Interior to submit a detailed
plan for water conservation among Colorado River basin states Monday.
2 reductions, a drought contingency plan the $4 billion in drought funding provided by
approved in 2019 which lays out how water the Inflation Reduction Act within 90 days.
will be doled out if a shortage occurs.
She also called for the distribution of the
The Colorado River Basin covers more drought funding to be allocated to states with
than 250,000 square miles and provides water comprehensive conservation plans.
to Arizona, California, Colorado, Nevada,
The Department must “prioritize that
New Mexico, Utah and Wyoming.
funding for those states that are engaging in
The Nevada senator urged the department meaningful long term and permanent reducto deliver a detailed, timely plan to disburse tions in their water use,” Cortez Masto said.

“The administration needs to take a stronger
role in ensuring all states along the Colorado
River are contributing a fair share of efforts
to combat drought. The DOI must urge all
Colorado River states to take the actions
Nevada has already taken to conserve water.”
Water use in the Las Vegas valley is less
than it was 20 years ago due to strong conservation efforts, Cortez Masto said.
“We consistently use less than our current
allotment from the Colorado River,” Cortez
Masto emphasized. “We are one of the only
areas in the nation using less water each
year.”
As a result of Nevada’s conservation,
water users in the state will not be affected
by the cuts for now, but water officials warn
that Southern Nevada’s economic future will
depend on further conservation efforts.
Southern Nevada water users consume
110 gallons per person per day. Projected
growth for the region can only remain
sustainable if water use is cut to 86 gallons
per person per day by 2035, said Southern
Nevada Water Authority General Manager
John Entsminger.
“If we do that, our economic diversification that we’ve been experiencing is sustainable,” said Entsminger.
Entsminger expressed frustration over the
lack of “meaningful collective action” and
(See Follow Nevada’s Example, Page 7)

(Continued from Page 6)
discomfort.”
On March 10, an inspector reported seeing
three steers and one heifer “all herded into
the cattle knock box,” and observed “all four
of the animals were lifting their legs up and
down and bobbing their heads side to side to
attempt to fit into such a tight space.”
The inspector told the employee only
one animal should be in the box at a time.
“He proceeded to stun the heifer using a
shotgun while the remaining 3 cattle stood
in the knock box behind the one that had
been stunned.”

Also on March 10, the inspector observed
an employee “attempting to drive 2 heifers
and 1 steer into the stunning area. These cattle were approximately 600 lbs each. As the
livestock refused to walk into the knock box,
the employee became frustrated and soon
began to strike a red plastic sorting board
directly on the hips of the animals, when that
didn’t work, he switched to the rattle paddle
(a paddle used to sort and divide cattle) and
began to use it on the rump of the heifers, and
on the forehead of the heifers.”
The inspector informed the employee “the
paddle is not to be used excessively and it

should not be used to hit the animals directly
over their head,” the report says.
A spokesman for UNR said in a statement
that Wolf Pack Meats implemented a plan for
corrective action that included “retraining
with senior employees and verification of
improved performance. The University of
Nevada, Reno takes animal welfare very
seriously and maintains AAALAC accreditation at all of its facilities, which is the gold
standard accreditation for animal welfare.”
“Will you please publicly live stream
video from all areas of your facility where
live animals are handled?” asked People for

the Ethical Treatment of Animals in a letter
to slaughterhouse operations manager Tom
Kulas. “Workers might take their duty to
handle animals lawfully more seriously if
they knew caring people were watching.”
Wolf Pack Meats offers consumers “high
quality, fresh, and local” meats, according
to the UNR website. It also delivers meat
weekly to Wolf Pack Provisions, the UNR
food pantry for students.
Gov. Steve Sisolak declined to comment.
In 2019, the Current reported the USDA
cited the slaughterhouse when a worker shot
a cow three times in an effort to stun it.

Citing Nevada’s example, Cortez Masto calls
on feds to make other states conserve water

Slaughterhouse

Page 8 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / August 24-30, 2022

The IRS could be on the verge of changing
the way that Americans file their taxes

By Tobias Burns
The Hill
The IRS could be on the cusp of revolutionizing the way that Americans file their
taxes.
The Inflation Reduction Act signed into
law by President Biden on Tuesday provided $80 billion in funding for the agency,
including $15 million to deliver a report on
a free, government-run tax e-filing system
that tax simplification advocates have long
argued for.
But the agency is on a tight deadline to
deliver.
While most of the $80 billion for the IRS
in the new legislative package goes out over
the next decade, the agency has only about a
year to turn in its e-filing report.
Specifically, the agency has to figure out
how much an online filing system would cost,
the design of the system and how taxpayers
would feel about using one.
Tax experts say the system could take two
basic forms: one more conservative in scope
and one more far-reaching.
The more conservative option would be a
standardized government version of popular
commercial software from companies like
Intuit, H&R Block and TaxACT that prompts
users to fill out a digital tax return.
There has already been an IRS program in
place that allows low-income Americans to
use these and other commercial products for
free, but the program has performed poorly.
An April report from the U.S. Government
Accountability Office found that while 70
percent of taxpayers are eligible for the Free
File Alliance program, only 3 percent use it.
In its agreement with commercial providers, the IRS signed a noncompete clause
promising not to make its own free software
tool. The clause was removed in subsequent
versions of the agreement.
Former Treasury Inspector General for
Tax Administration (TIGTA) J. Russell
George testified to the Ways and Means
Committee back in 2006 that, “According to
representatives of Alliance member companies that TIGTA interviewed, their primary
goal is to keep the Federal Government from
entering the tax preparation business.”
It’s not clear how a new free e-filing system would line up with the IRS’s agreement
with private tax preparers, but it may simply
be allowed to expire if the agency decides to
move ahead with its own large-scale public
filing system.
The Free File Alliance came to be because

Congress originally mandated the IRS to do
away with tax returns altogether in a law
called the Internal Revenue Service Restructuring and Reform Act of 1998.
After a major lobbying push by the tax
preparation industry, the Free File Alliance
was introduced as a way to let low-income
Americans file their taxes for free without
getting rid of tax returns.
The Alliance drew institutional momentum away from the change to return-free
filing, which likely would have rendered
large segments of the tax prep industry totally
useless.
In 1998, Congress told the Treasury to
“develop procedures for the implementation
of a return-free tax system under which appropriate individuals would be permitted to
comply with the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 without making the return required.”
Return-free filing is the second, more
dramatic option for a free, IRS-run e-filing
system that experts say could once again be
under consideration as part of the Inflation
Reduction Act.
Return-free filing is used by many countries with advanced economies in the Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development. It essentially means that the
government would do your taxes for you,
withholding what’s owed and then doing its
own accounting without requiring forms to
be sent in by taxpayers.
The main type of return-free filing — used
by the United Kingdom, Japan and Germany,
among dozens other countries — is referred
to as an exact withholding system. With this
system, the IRS would try to withhold fewer
taxes from people’s paychecks and skip
the refunding process made necessary by a
self-reported tax return.

“In most of these countries, taxpayers
meet their tax obligations entirely through
tax withholding payments made throughout
the year,” the Treasury Department found
in a 2003 report on return-free tax systems.
But experts say that all the tax credits in
the U.S. tax code make self-reporting helpful
— if not necessary — from an administrative
point of view.
“With withholding, the IRS already has
that information. So it’s kind of annoying that
you have to go through and enter it in yourself. But in the U.S. we have, for instance,
joint filing. So if your employer knows what
your income is, they don’t necessarily know
what your spouse’s is. Employer withholding isn’t reflective of various credits and tax
programs,” Alex Muresianu, tax analyst at
the Tax Foundation, a Washington think tank,
said in an interview.
The other kind of return-free filing is
called agency reconciliation. This is where
“tax authorities prepare tax returns for individuals based on information returns from
employers and others, and send taxpayers a
completed tax form for their review,” according to the Treasury report.
Some studies have shown that the government would lose revenue with this kind
of system since the IRS is doing all the
clerical work without relying on reporting
from taxpayers.
“If you as a taxpayer know things the IRS
doesn’t know that are to your advantage, then
you might not want to share that with them,”
Robert Weinberger, a nonresident fellow at
the Urban-Brookings Tax Policy Center, said
in an interview. “But there are arguments
that that would be worth it, since the whole
system would be simplified and people will
be happier. So maybe that’s a trade-off we’d

be willing to make.”
The government found in 2003 that a
simplification of U.S. tax law, which is full of
credits and exceptions to credits, should be a
prerequisite for implementing any return-free
filing system.
“Moving to a return-free tax system without first simplifying the income tax would
require substantive changes in tax administration,” the Treasury report found. “These
changes could shift burdens from taxpayers to
other parties, including employers, financial
institutions, state governments, and the IRS.”
But that prerequisite may no longer make
sense in an age when everything from doctor visits to school records can be accessed
instantaneously online.
Tax simplification advocates say a
slimmed down tax code, which now stands at
nearly 10 million words between statutes and
regulations, would be well worth the effort.
“It’s critical to make filing taxes as easy
as possible,” Frank Clemente, director of the
left-leaning advocacy organization Americans for Tax Fairness, said in an interview.
“We’ve got to move away from this adversarial feeling. A simpler tax system will reduce
cost, increase compliance and make people
just feel better about the IRS.”
Clemente added that the $15 million in the
Inflation Reduction Act for the report on e-filing “indicates a seriousness to move beyond
where we currently are on this problem.”
“Whatever the proposals look like, it
means there’s got to be a plan behind that,”
he added.
Advocates are keeping an eye on a
provision in the act’s requirement for the
e-filing task force that says it needs to look
at “options for differential coverage based on
taxpayer adjusted gross income and return
complexity.”
They say this focus on “differential coverage” could suggest that Americans with more
complicated tax returns, who are typically
wealthier, could interact differently with a
new e-filing system than the average wage
earner.
These differences could raise questions
about the fairness of such a system.
In a Wednesday memo to IRS Commissioner Charles Rettig, Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen expressed concern about unfairness
built into the tax system, which she described
as “two-tiered.”
“Most Americans pay what they owe, but
those at the top of the distribution often do
not,” Yellen wrote.

IRS becomes GOP boogeyman ahead of midterms

By Emily Brooks
The Hill
As Republicans rail against the FBI in the
wake of last week’s search at Mar-a-Lago,
they are also hyping the danger to voters from
another three-letter federal agency: the IRS.
The GOP is warning that the $80 billion
funding boost to the IRS included in Democrats’ tax, climate and health care package,
which President Biden signed into law on
Tuesday, will target middle-class Americans
with an “army” of new enforcement agents.
The calls have become a key part of Republicans’ messaging ahead of this year’s
midterm elections.
The Republican National Committee
(RNC) released a video earlier this week
that slams Democrats for expanding the IRS,
arguing that it will harm everyday Americans
despite Democrats’ insistence that the extra
funding is intended to make sure wealthy
taxpayers and corporations don’t stiff the
government.
“Biden and Democrats are out-of-touch
and do not care about the pain and suffering
they are causing Americans. Democrats
celebrate raising taxes on families during a
recession they created and weaponizing the
IRS to target small businesses and hardworking Americans,” RNC Chairwoman Ronna
McDaniel said in a statement.
Democrats, the Biden administration and
various fact-checkers have pushed back on
the claims. Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen
said in a letter to IRS Commissioner Charles
Rettig that audit rates should not “rise relative
to recent years for households making under
$400,000 annually” and that new resources
should not be directed to audits of families or
businesses that fall below those levels. Yellen
wrote that “enforcement resources will focus
on high-end noncompliance.”
But Republicans counter that there is nothing in the law to prevent an increase to audits
of middle-class Americans and note that
Democrats voted against a GOP amendment
to prevent the new funds from being used to
go after lower earners.

Republicans have also frequently misstated that all the 87,000 new IRS employees will
be “agents,” when many will work as support
staff, auditors and replacements for those who
leave the agency.
Criticisms of the messaging have not,
however, led to Republicans lightening up.
Sen. Rick Scott (Fla.), the head of Senate
Republicans’ campaign arm, wrote an open
letter to the “American Job Seeker” on Tuesday, urging them to not take a new position
with the IRS since a Republican majority
would immediately attempt to reverse the
funding increase.
“The IRS is making it very clear that you
not only need to be ready to audit and investigate your fellow hardworking Americans,
your neighbors and friends, you need to be
ready and, to use the IRS’s words, willing, to
kill them,” Scott said in the letter.
He was referring to a job posting for a
position in IRS Criminal Investigation that
mentioned a willingness to “carry a firearm
and be willing to use deadly force, if neces-

sary” in its job requirements. The IRS, like
the Postal Service and Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, has its
own law enforcement officers. That job
posting was later removed.
“We’re hiring 87,000 IRS agents. You see
in the job listing posting, in the description,
it says that these new hires are required to be
armed, and to use deadly force if necessary.
Taxation is theft, and this is armed robbery,”
Rep. Lauren Boebert (R-Colo.) said last
week.
Republicans have also tried to connect the
new taxation fears with their base’s outrage
about the FBI executing a search at former
President Trump’s Florida home.
“The Biden Admin has fully weaponized
DOJ & FBI to target their political enemies.
And with 87K new IRS agents, they’re coming for YOU too,” Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas)
tweeted last week.
Polling sponsored by the conservative
American Action Network earlier this month
found that highlighting the increase in IRS

employees could be effective for Republicans
in some races.
Surveys in three competitive congressional districts — held by Democratic Reps.
Elissa Slotkin in Michigan, Sean Patrick
Maloney in New York and Henry Cuellar in
Texas — found that half or more of likely
voters were less likely to vote for the member
after learning that the Inflation Reduction
Act “doubles the size of the IRS by hiring
80,000 more agents, without hiring a single
new border patrol agent.”
Other polling on the public’s view of the
IRS is somewhat mixed.
Gallup surveys found that the percentage
of Americans who said that the IRS was doing
an excellent or good job fell from 53 percent
in 2019 to 30 percent in 2021.
A 2020 Pew survey found that 29 percent
had an unfavorable view of the IRS, while
65 percent had a favorable view.
Many Republicans have argued that instead of increasing enforcement actions, the
IRS tax code should be simplified so that
much enforcement is not necessary.
“I don’t engage in, like, overblown
rhetoric,” Rep. Dan Crenshaw (R-Texas)
told reporters last week, but he added that
increasing the number of new IRS agents
“does piss people off.”
“It’s kind of unnecessary,” Crenshaw said.
“If you think that … the tax code is so complicated and difficult to enforce, then maybe
simplify the tax code. That would be the
proper solution to that instead of just trying
to catch Middle America in their mistakes,
which you obviously will make if you do
your own taxes. It’s pretty difficult.”
Alex Muresianu, a senior policy analyst
at the Tax Foundation think tank, also said
that there will “inevitably” be an increase
in the number of people audited who are
already paying the taxes that they owed but
that they will be subjected to additional costs
of compliance.
The cost estimate of that to taxpayers,
though, is unclear.

(Continued from Page 6)
federal leadership over the past two months
in a letter last week addressed to Debra Haaland, the Secretary of the Interior.
In the letter, Entsminger included a number of actions that could be taken to minimize
water use through existing federal authorities
and programs, including developing a basin-wide turf removal program, incentivizing

conversions to lower water-use crops and
investing in water recycling and desalination
programs.
This year alone, the Las Vegas Valley has
removed 5 million square feet of turf, said
Entsminger.
“It’s not easy,” Entsminger said. “Our
local elected officials have been making some
very tough votes on golf course budgets, on

limiting pool sizes, but it’s working.”
Entsminger criticized the Bureau of Reclamation for not enforcing a meaningful federal
deadline for a water conservation plan among
the Colorado River basin states.
The bureau threatened to unilaterally reduce water usage in the Colorado River Basin
if state and tribal leaders failed to reach an
agreement by summer, however, the agency

has not followed through on those threats or
outlined any federal plans to conserve the
massive amounts of water needed to protect
the reservoirs.
“We need a real plan and we need a real
deadline, and we must use these once in a
generation federal resources for permanent
systemic reductions in water use across the
basin” Entsminger said.

Follow Nevada’s Example

Trump pushes for un-redacted
affidavit’s release, despite risks
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By Brett Samuels
The Hill
Former President Trump is pushing for
the full, unredacted release of the affidavit
that led to the search warrant for his Mar-aLago estate, a move that carries risks for both
Trump and the Justice Department.
“Pres. Trump has made his view clear that
the American people should be permitted to
see the unredacted affidavit related to the raid
and break-in of his home,” Taylor Budowich,
a spokesperson for the former president, said
Thursday after Federal Magistrate Judge
Bruce Reinhart said he may be willing to
unseal portions of the document.
Reinhart ordered Justice Department officials to suggest redactions to the document
by next Thursday.
“Today, magistrate Judge Reinhard rejected the DOJ’s [Justice Department’s] cynical
attempt to hide the whole affidavit from
Americans,” Budowich continued. “However, no redactions should be necessary and
the whole affidavit should be released, given
the Democrats’ penchant for using redactions
to hide government corruption, just like they
did with the Russia hoax.”
Trump and his supporters have for years
believed the FBI and Justice Department are
biased against the former president, arguing
that the bureau improperly surveilled his
2016 presidential campaign.
Trump separately posted on Truth Social,
his social media platform, calling for the
“immediate release” of the unredacted affidavit, citing the need for transparency. He also
called for Reinhart to recuse himself from the
case without giving a clear reason.
The rhetoric from Trump and his camp

follows a similar playbook, experts say, in
which the former president demands the
release of potentially sensitive information.
If the government and judge decline to
release the full, unredacted document, it
allows Trump and his allies to claim federal
law enforcement is hiding something, further
fueling distrust among Trump supporters.
“It certainly is consistent with a project
of delegitimizing law enforcement and law
enforcement targeting him in particular,” said
Dan Richman, a law professor at Columbia
University. “Because he knows, as everybody
knows, the government will regardless of the
case be averse to the disclosure of search
warrants as an institutional matter.”
The affidavit, which was used to convince
Reinhart that there was enough evidence to
support the probable cause needed to obtain

a search warrant, contains information about
the federal law enforcement investigation
into Trump’s handling of material marked
classified following his departure from the
White House.
The Justice Department has argued that
released the affidavit could jeopardize an ongoing investigation, as well as the sources of
information in the case. Releasing identifying
information about those sources could lead
to threats. Reinhart, for example, has been
subjected to threats since signing off on the
warrant for the Mar-a-Lago search.
Beyond the risks for the Justice Department, there could be some risks for Trump
should the full affidavit come out.
“There is a risk if it seems like he was
sharing intel with unauthorized parties while
out of office,” said one former Trump adviser,

who noted that such details could ultimately
be redacted by the government.
Experts also pointed out that the affidavit
could reveal exchanges between the Justice
Department and Trump’s team discussing the
need to return sensitive materials, ultimately
showing the government had made multiple
good faith efforts to secure the documents in
question before resorting to a search warrant.
The release of the affidavit could also
carry political risks for Trump if it bolsters
the case that Trump mishandled classified
information.
Polling has already showed a significant
percentage of voters believe Trump may have
broken the law as president.
A Politico-Morning Consult poll released
days after the Mar-a-Lago search found
roughly half of registered voters approved of
the raid, though only 15 percent of Republicans approved. And 58 percent of voters said
they believe Trump definitely or probably
broke the law as president.
While calls to release the affidavit are
likely to galvanize his hardcore supporters,
it could ultimately create further concerns for
the broader public. Trump will have to win
over a broader base to win the White House
if he runs for president in 2024.
Richman, the Columbia law professor,
said he would not expect it to be the end of the
matter if the judge opts to release the affidavit
with limited or no redactions, saying the government would likely appeal such a decision.
“I would expect that central to the appeal
would be the broader institutional question
of whether this ought to be done,” Richman
said. “It could set a really poor precedent for
high profile searches in the future.”

FBI search cements Trump’s hold on GOP
By Brett Samuels
The Hill
The conservative outcry over
the FBI’s search of former President Trump’s estate in Florida has
seemingly cemented Trump’s grip
on the GOP electorate.
Both allies and Republicans less
inclined to back a new run for the
White House by the former president believe the outcry over the
search effectively blunts any path
for a challenger to run to the right of
Trump. Would-be rivals in a 2024
primary, such as Florida Gov. Ron
DeSantis (R), have fallen in line
to back Trump and attack the FBI.
The former president may still
face legal ramifications from the
search, and the cloud of yet another
investigation could make some voters nervous about his prospects in
a general election. But in the short
term, those close to Trump believe
the search and subsequent outcry
make it even likelier he will be the
Republican nominee in 2024.
“On the Republican side, with
the exception of never-Trumpers…
virtually everybody else assumes
the FBI is corrupt. They assume
the Jan. 6 committee is a fake committee covered by fake news, and
they presume there is an effort to
martyr Trump,” said former House
Speaker Newt Gingrich (R-Ga.).
“If they keep this up, he won’t
have a major opponent for the primary,” he added.
The FBI conducted a search
last week of Mar-a-Lago, Trump’s

Florida estate, to recover classified
and top secret documents that
Trump took with him when he left
the White House.
The warrant showed federal officers suspected Trump had violated
the Espionage Act and other laws.
But conservatives have uniformly rallied to Trump’s defense,
accusing the FBI and Department of
Justice of targeting the former president and rationalizing why Trump
would have had highly sensitive
materials at his Florida club more
than a year after leaving office.
“It has recharged the Republican
base and turned Trump into a victim, all but assuring that if Trump

runs it will be more of a coronation
rather than a primary election,”
said John Thomas, a Republican
consultant.
Trump has seen a slight polling
boost in the aftermath of the search,
providing some cushion after a
New York Times poll released last
month found that roughly half of
GOP voters were willing to support
another candidate in 2024.
A Politico-Morning Consult poll
released last Thursday found that 57
percent of Republican and Republican-leaning independents would
vote for Trump if the 2024 primary
were held today, up from 53 percent
a month ago. In that same timespan,

Judge says he may unseal
parts of Mar-a-Lago affidavit

By Harper Neidig
The Hill
A federal magistrate judge on
Thursday said he may be willing
to unseal portions of an affidavit
used to apply for the search warrant on former President Trump’s
Mar-a-Lago estate, ordering Justice
Department officials to suggest
redactions to the document.
Magistrate Judge Bruce Reinhart said he believes the Justice
Department has not sufficiently
shown that the document should
remain entirely secret.
“I find that on the present record
the Government has not met its
burden of showing that the entire
affidavit should remain sealed,”
Reinhart said in a brief order.
The judge issued his ruling
during a hearing in West Palm
Beach, Fla., where several news
outlets had argued that the significant public interest in the filing
justifies disclosing at least part of it.
According to The New York
Times, Reinhart said there were

DeSantis lost 6 percentage points
of support.
DeSantis is among the potential
2024 challengers to Trump whose
ambitions may temporarily be put
in check because of the FBI raid.
The Florida governor, former Vice
President Mike Pence, former
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
and others who are considered possible presidential candidates have
been forced to temporarily drop
any subtle campaigns to highlight
differences with Trump in favor of
decrying the FBI search as an abuse
of power.
“They’re enforcing the law
based on who they like and who
they don’t like,” DeSantis said at
a Turning Point USA rally over the
weekend. “That is not a republic —
maybe it’s a banana republic when
that happens.”
The lone holdouts have been the
likes of former New Jersey Gov.
Chris Christie (R), a would-be 2024
candidate who has argued in favor
of letting the process play out to see
what the search yielded. But Christie would likely run as a moderate
alternative to Trump.
“Any pathway for DeSantis to
primary him from the right just
closed completely shut if Trump
decides to run,” said one Republican operative with ties to the former
president.
“Our voters now want revenge,
and I suspect that will manifest
into them concluding the best way
they can get revenge is by sending
Trump back to the White House,”
they added.

While the FBI search may clear
Trump’s path for a primary victory,
lest any other candidate be seen as
sympathetic to federal law enforcement, it raises familiar questions
about Trump’s viability as a candidate in a general election.
A New York Times poll released
last month showed Trump trailing
Biden by 3 percentage points in
a hypothetical rematch, despite
Biden’s approval rating sinking into
the low 30 percent range.
Trump is facing multiple investigations beyond the FBI search,
any one of which could cloud his
future. Others include a DOJ investigation related to the Jan. 6, 2021,
attack on the Capitol and a Georgia
investigation over 2020 election
interference.
Illustrating the problem Trump
could face with the broader electorate, the Politico-Morning Consult
poll found roughly half of registered voters approved of the FBI
search, though only 15 percent of
Republicans approved. And 58
percent of voters said they believe
Trump definitely or probably broke
the law as president.
“I’m hoping that somebody else
runs against him in the primary because I think we can have the same
policies without all the baggage,”
Mick Mulvaney, a former acting
chief of staff to Trump, told CBS
News. “And as much as I respect
my former employer … I quit my
job over Jan. 6. He may well be the
only Republican who can lose to
Joe Biden or to any other Democrat
in 2024.”

DO YOU NEED AN EDITOR?
parts of the affidavit that “could be
presumptively unsealed,” and that
it was not for him to decide whether
“those portions would be meaningful for the public or the media.”
The affidavit, which was used
to convince Reinhart that there was
enough evidence to support the
probable cause needed to obtain a
search warrant, contains information about the federal law enforcement investigation into Trump’s
handling of material marked classified following his departure from

the White House.
Reinhart told the Department of
Justice (DOJ) to send him proposed
redactions of the affidavit by next
Thursday and said he would review
whether they were appropriate.
“This is going to be a considered, careful process,” the judge
said, according to the Times.
Questions about the DOJ’s
investigation have been mounting
since news of the search first broke
last week. The public pressure led
(See Judge may unseal, Page 10)
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By Rebecca Beitsch,
Brett Samuels and John Kruzel
The Hill
Former President Trump could be facing mounting legal troubles as new details
emerge about the Department of Justice
(DOJ) investigation that prompted an FBI
search of his Mar-a-Lago estate.
Trump has called for the release of more
information tied to the search, an effort that
corresponds with bashing the agency for what
he claims is a politically motivated attack.
Meanwhile, the DOJ has fought to limit
how much information will come out about
an ongoing investigation with Trump as its
target.
Here’s what we’ve learned this week.
Trump eyed for “willful” violations
of the Espionage Act
Although the most highly sensitive materials underlying the Mar-a-Lago search warrant
remained under seal this week, the judge
presiding over the case did make one court
record newly available to the public. That
document, known as a criminal cover sheet,
provided additional insight into the nature of
the crime under investigation, according to
some legal experts.
It was already known that investigators
believed the materials housed at Trump’s residence were linked to a likely violation of the
Espionage Act, a WWI-era statute designed to
help safeguard the country’s vital national security secrets. What the criminal cover sheet
revealed, after it was unsealed Thursday, is
that law enforcement had probable cause to
think a “willful retention of national defense
information” occurred.
That new detail appeared to lend further
support to the theory — one that was already
widely assumed — that Trump himself is the
target of the investigation.
“This aligns with what we know so far
from public media reporting, as well as the
minimal information we have derived from
the unsealed court filings,” Bradley Moss, a
national security lawyer and partner in the
law office of Mark S. Zaid, told The Hill in
an email.
“All indications are that the government’s
argument will amount to three things: (1)
Trump took the properly marked classified records with him to Florida; (2) he left them in
boxes in the basement; (3) when confronted
about it, he willfully held onto records despite
demands from NARA and later the FBI to
return them,” he added, referring to the National Archives and Records Administration,

which takes custody of White House records
when a president leaves office.
DOJ appears to be investigating
Trump’s claims around
a “standing order”
In a sign the Department of Justice is not
content to have simply secured the return of
classified materials, its investigators appear
to be contacting former Trump-era officials
about his claims of having declassified the
contents removed from his Florida home.
According to reporting from Rolling
Stone, the FBI has thus far been conducting
voluntary interviews with those who could
have knowledge of such an order, including
former staff on the National Security Council.
Shortly after the warrant was executed,
Trump claimed the documents removed
from his home were “all declassified.” He
later elaborated in a statement to Fox News
that he had “a standing order” to declassify
any documents.
“If the DOJ was really focused on recovering the classified material and was not criminally investigating the former president, they
would not be calling in former NSC officials
to question them about Trump’s supposed
“standing order” declassifying documents,”
Renato Mariotti, a former federal prosecutor,
wrote on Twitter.
National security law experts who previously spoke with The Hill noted that while
Trump would have broad powers as president
to declassify documents, such a practice is
usually done on a case-by-case basis, and
also triggers notification to other agencies
that hold classified information, so that they
can reclassify them appropriately in their
own system.
“Realistically, no one actually believes

The Hill
Rep. Dan Crenshaw (R-Texas) said on
Sunday that the FBI’s search of former
President Trump’s Mar-a-Lago residence was
“automatically political.”
On CNN’s “State of the Union,” moderator Jake Tapper asked Crenshaw “if law
enforcement is innocent until proven guilty,”
referring to the skepticism that the agency
has faced for executing a search warrant at
the Florida estate.
“People signing off on it doesn’t mean …

that it has precedent,” Crenshaw replied. “It
doesn’t. This is a very unprecedented measure. And you know that when you’re going
after an ex-president who may run again that
this is automatically political. You cannot
separate the legal aspects from the political
aspects. You can’t.”
Crenshaw also said he does not believe
Department of Justice (DOJ) officials “acted
responsibly.”
“Why not just ask him?” he said, referring
to the documents seized by FBI agents at

(Continued from Page 12)
to the department taking the rare step of
agreeing to publicly release a copy of the
warrant and a list of the materials it seized.
The warrant released on Friday showed
that investigators suspected Trump of violating federal laws around his handling of sensitive material, including the Espionage Act.
But the affidavit, which would likely provide damning details about the investigation
thus far, has remained under seal. Last week,
several major news outlets filed motions in
federal court to release it.
Charles Tobin, an attorney representing
media outlets who have asked for the document’s release, said during Thursday’s
hearing that the significant public interest

in the matter weighs in favor of disclosing
information about the search. “Transparency
serves the public interest in understanding
and accepting the results. That’s good for the
government and for the court,” Tobin said,
according to The Washington Post. “You
can’t trust what you cannot see.”
The department had argued that the affidavit should remain under seal in its entirety,
saying the information it contained laid out a
“roadmap” to its ongoing investigation.
“There remain compelling reasons, including to protect the integrity of an ongoing
law enforcement investigation that implicates
national security, that support keeping the
affidavit sealed,” DOJ lawyers said in a court
filing earlier this week.

that Trump had such an order. It was not
written down anywhere, doesn’t make a
lot of sense (as some of his own appointees
have pointed out), and was never raised by
Trump’s lawyers during their communications with DOJ,” Mariotti continued.
Even if Trump did declassify documents,
that isn’t a defense for the Espionage Act,
one of the three statutes cited in the warrant.
That law only requires mishandling national
defense information to trigger a violation.
Trump wants it all released
Former President Trump and his allies
have responded to the government’s desire
for redactions with calls for the release of
the full document.
“Pres. Trump has made his view clear that
the American people should be permitted to
see the unredacted affidavit related to the raid
and break-in of his home. Today, magistrate
Judge Reinhard rejected the DOJ’s cynical
attempt to hide the whole affidavit from
Americans,” Taylor Budowich, a spokesperson for the former president, said Thursday.
Trump separately posted on Truth Social,
his social media platform, calling for the
“immediate release” of the unredacted affidavit, citing the need for transparency. He also
called for Reinhart to recuse himself from the
case without giving a clear reason.
The former president and his allies have
attacked the credibility of the FBI and DOJ
ever since the search was executed earlier
this month, pointing to the handling of the
Russia investigation to allege it is the latest
politically biased attack on Trump.
By calling for the unredacted affidavit to
be released when the government opposes
such a move, Trump will likely further fuel
distrust in the Department of Justice among

his supporters.
DOJ is working through redactions
The Department of Justice, however, does
not want its affidavit for the warrant fully
released.
The department argued that the affidavit
should remain under seal in its entirety,
saying the information it contained laid out
a “roadmap” to its ongoing investigation,
“highly sensitive information about witnesses,” and ”specific investigative techniques.”
But a federal magistrate judge on Thursday dismissed efforts by the DOJ to maintain
the affidavit entirely under seal.
“I find that on the present record the Government has not met its burden of showing
that the entire affidavit should remain sealed,”
Judge Bruce Reinhart said in a brief order.
According to The New York Times, Reinhart said there were parts of the affidavit that
“could be presumptively unsealed.”
The DOJ has until noon Thursday to submit their proposed redactions, after which
Reinhart, who approved the initial warrant,
will review them — meaning a redacted
version of the affidavit could be released as
early as next week.
What it means for Trump and 2024
Casting a cloud over the entire proceeding
is the fact that Trump is likely to announce a
2024 White House bid in the coming months,
though he may wait until after the midterm
elections.
Trump denied in an interview last month
with New York Magazine that any presidential run would be a way to insulate himself
from criminal consequences as he faces
investigations over election interference in
Georgia, business dealings in New York,
the Jan. 6, 2021, Capitol riots and now his
handling of classified information.
And while some experts believe it’s unlikely Trump will ultimately be indicted over
the documents he kept at Mar-a-Lago, the
political consequences could still loom large
over his desire to return to the White House.
A Reuters-Ipsos poll conducted this week
found that 54 percent of Republicans believe
the FBI behaved irresponsibly following the
Mar-a-Lago search, compared to 23 percent
who said the agencies behaved responsibly.
Comparatively, 71 percent of Democrats
felt law enforcement had acted responsibly,
as did 50 percent of independent voters. It
is the latter category that bears watching
in determining how the search could swing
Trump’s political fortunes.

Trump’s estate.
Crenshaw’s remarks came after a federal

judge said he is interested in unsealing parts
of the affidavit used to justify the FBI’s
search. The DOJ has argued that releasing
the affidavit would jeopardize its ongoing
investigation of Trump.
The legal maneuvering comes after federal authorities earlier this month executed a
search warrant at Mar-a-Lago and removed
classified documents.
“It’s hard to justify what the Department
of Justice did here, in my opinion,” Crenshaw
said on Sunday.
“I still haven’t seen any evidence that
Trump was even asked to give these documents back,” he said. “Why take it to this
extreme extent?It does seem unjust, and
there does seem to be a long history of loss
of credibility at the Department of Justice at
the hands of Democrats. And I think people
are rightfully frustrated about that,” he added.

Crenshaw says Trump FBI search ‘automatically political’

Judge may unseal
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By Mychael Schnell
The Hill
Rep. Liz Cheney (R-Wyo.) said
hours after losing her reelection primary to Trump-backed challenger
Harriet Hageman that she is “thinking about” running for president.
“That’s a decision that I’m going to make in the coming months,
and I’m not going to make any
announcements here this morning.
But it is something that I am thinking about, and I’ll make a decision
in the coming months,” Cheney told
NBC’s “Today” early Wednesday
when pressed on if she is thinking
about a White House bid.
The disclosure came less than
12 hours after major networks
projected that Cheney, the Wyoming Republican who hails from a
political dynasty, lost to Hageman,
Trump’s hand-picked candidate to
take on one of his most prominent
critics in Congress.
As of 7 a.m. on Wednesday and
with more than 95 percent of the
vote in, Hageman led Cheney, 66.3
percent to 28.9 percent, according
to The New York Times.
Cheney during the NBC appearance initially dodged the question
when asked if she is considering
running for president, telling co-anchor Savannah Guthrie that she is

focused on completing her time
in Congress — both serving the
people of Wyoming and finishing
work on the House Jan. 6 select
committee — and again vowing to
do what it takes to keep Trump out
of the Oval Office.
Trump endorsed Hageman in
a rebuke for Cheney’s vote to
impeach him following the Jan.
6, 2021, attack on the Capitol and
subsequent criticism for claiming

that the 2020 presidential election
was tainted with fraud. Cheney
also joined the House committee
investigating Jan. 6, one of two
Republicans on the panel.
Of the 10 Republican House
members who voted to impeach
Trump in January 2021, four —
including Cheney — have lost
their primary bids, four have opted
to retire and two have won their
reelection primaries.

Speculation is rising about
Cheney’s next political act now
that her time in Congress has an expiration date. The three-term House
lawmaker has been vague when discussing her political future, but has
consistently said she will continue
to oppose Trump and his false claim
that the 2020 presidential election
was stolen.
Cheney added to that speculation in her concession speech on
election night, asserting “now the
real work begins.”
“So, I ask you tonight to join me.
As we leave here, let us resolve that
we will stand together — Republicans, Democrats and independents
— against those who would destroy
our republic,” she said at the end of
her speech.
“They are angry and they are
determined, but they have not
seen anything like the power of
Americans united in defense of
our Constitution and committed
to the cause of freedom. There is
no greater power on this Earth and
with God’s help, we will prevail,”
she added.
A reference to Abraham Lincoln
in her concession speech further
fueled the buzz regarding whether
Cheney, the daughter of former
Vice President Dick Cheney, will

make a bid for the White House
in 2024.
“The great and original champion of our party, Abraham Lincoln,
was defeated in elections for the
Senate and the House before he
won the most important election
of all. Lincoln ultimately prevailed,
he saved our union and he defined
our obligation as Americans for all
of history,” Cheney said Tuesday
night.
In a statement Wednesday,
Cheney spokesperson Jeremy Adler
said the congresswoman is planning
to launch an organization that will
focus on her core ideals.
“In coming weeks, Liz will be
launching an organization to educate the American people about the
ongoing threat to our Republic, and
to mobilize a unified effort to oppose any Donald Trump campaign
for president,” Adler said.
Politico Playbook first reported
on plans for Cheney’s new organization.
On Wednesday morning, Cheney
filed paperwork to restructure her
campaign account to a leadership
PAC called The Great Task, signaling that she has plans post-Congress. The campaign organization
had more than $7.4 million cash on
hand as of July 27.

Liz Cheney shakes up 2024 forecast

By Max Greenwood
The Hill
Rep. Liz Cheney (R-Wyo.) is fueling 2024
speculation after saying she was “thinking
about” a presidential run in the wake of her
primary loss on Tuesday night.
But even as the three-term congresswoman confirmed what she has spent months
dodging, she offered no further hints at what
that run might look like — beyond vowing
to continue battling former President Trump.
Regardless, her ultimate decision has the
potential to scramble the political landscape
in 2024 and complicate things for other prospective presidential contenders, including
Trump and President Biden.
Most strategists agree Cheney, the conservative scion of former Vice President Dick
Cheney, has little shot at winning the White
House in 2024. So how she impacts the race
could depend on how she chooses to run.
She lost her primary on Tuesday in a landslide to a Trump-backed challenger, making
it hard to believe that she would win much
support in a Republican presidential contest.
“Her running for president is a joke. She
would get almost nothing in a Republican
primary,” Keith Naughton, a veteran Repub-

lican strategist, said. “The only thing that she
would do if she ran as a Republican is help
throw the nomination to Trump by taking up
some protest votes that could go to [Florida
Gov. Ron] DeSantis or [former Vice President
Mike] Pence.”
Gunner Ramer, the political director of the
anti-Trump Republican Accountability PAC,
acknowledged the uphill battle Cheney would
likely face in a GOP presidential primary,

saying that its clear that Republican voters
remain firmly aligned with Trump and his
wing of the party.
“The Republican primary voters, a lot
of them are galvanized for the America
First, MAGA agenda that Donald Trump
represents,” he said, using an acronym for
“make America great again,” one of Trump’s
oft-used political slogans.
Cheney also hasn’t ruled out the possibility of running as an independent, telling
Politico on Wednesday that she’s “not at all
focused” on such specifics. Of course, such
a move wouldn’t be unthinkable; she’s increasingly at odds with much of her party and
polling shows her with little support among
Republican voters.
And Ramer said Cheney could have an
impact on the 2024 presidential contest,
regardless of what political label she runs
under.
He pointed specifically to her work on the
House select committee charged with investigating the Jan. 6, 2021, riot at the U.S. Capitol
as a potent weapon in her political arsenal that
could be used to weaken Trump, or at least
remind voters of the drama that defined his
time in the Oval Office.

“The one thing she has made very clear
over and over again is that she is determined
to stop Donald Trump from ever holding
power again,” Ramer said.
“In the short term, her work on the Jan. 6
committee and prosecuting the case against
Donald Trump and his leadership and those
who enabled him is going to be a top priority
for her,” he continued. “The second step is
going to be, if she runs in 2024, having a clear
voice as a Republican constantly beating up
on Donald Trump and his lies.”
But one Republican strategist who has
worked on White House campaigns cautioned that an independent presidential bid by
Cheney could carry implications for Biden,
as well.
The strategist noted that, in the last presidential election, Biden benefited in part from
the support of right-leaning independents and
moderate Republican voters who crossed
ideological boundaries out of frustration
with Trump.
“You get someone like Cheney running
as a more typical conservative and I think
she pulls some votes away from Biden,” the
strategist said. “Maybe it doesn’t make a dif(See Cheney Shakes Up 2024, Page 12)

Democrats grapple with possibility of Cheney 2024 bid
By Hanna Trudo
The Hill
Rep. Liz Cheney’s (R-Wyo.)
strong signal that she may run for
president has Democrats talking
about what a pro-democracy, anti-Trump conservative candidate
could do to President Biden’s political future.
Cheney, who lost the same
House bid she easily won last time,
delivered an impassioned concession speech about the dangers
of reelecting the former Republican president in 2024. The next
morning, she previewed her own
possible prospects in a televised
interview that added to the speculation that she may seek a White
House term herself.
“It is something I’m thinking
about, and I’ll make a decision in
the coming months,” she told the
Today show.
For Cheney, former President
Trump and his strain of MAGA
culture, as well as his defiance of
the nation’s basic principles, is
something she will do “whatever
it takes” to stop, she told the network. For Democrats, however, her
insistence offers something else:
a big unknown to what’s already
expected to be an unpredictable
election cycle.
“I greatly admire what Liz has
done. She’s sacrificed her congressional career to stand up to Trump,”
Rep. Brendan Boyle (D-Pa.) told
The Hill on Thursday. “As for
2024, it’s unclear to me if she ran
as an independent that it would hurt
Trump. There’s a danger she might
inadvertently help Trump more than
hurt him.”
Over at the White House, Biden
reportedly called to congratulate
the No. 3 Republican in the lower
chamber after her double-digit defeat, an act of bipartisanship that’s
second nature to the president but

that has become rare in an increasingly polarized nation.
While many in the Democratic
Party admire her service — the idea
of “country over party” has been
central to Biden’s own political
life and what inspired much of
his successful presidential bid —
there’s no clear consensus on how a
Cheney candidacy could shake out.
Some Democrats see the conservative congresswoman splitting
the Republican vote, effectively
breaking up the coalition around
Trump and weakening him. In that
scenario, these voices hope Cheney
would hypothetically make Biden
a stronger general election candidate, and her presence in the race
would help make Trump a one-term
president.
Others, however, like Boyle,
have questions. They think she may
chip off votes from Biden, who enjoyed a portion of support in 2020
from voters who disliked Trump
and voted Democrat by default.
With another GOP or independent option, that choice may be
complicated.
“If she actually wants to run and

try to win — either a Republican
primary or in the general as an
independent — the people telling
her to do this are delusional and/
or handcuffed to a green room
installed on an Acela train,” said
Eddie Vale, a Democratic strategist. “The inevitable end result is
her pulling anti-Trump votes from
Biden.”
Democrats have seen Biden’s
2024 prospects as rocky through
much of his first term. For months,
his standing within his own party
had sunk so low that many were
all but calling the midterms a lost
cause, and pinning the blame on
the president who they viewed as
incapable of following through on
campaign promises and his bigger
legislative agenda.
That sentiment started to shift
this month, when he signed a historic tax, climate and health care
bill after negotiations with two of
his party’s most stubborn moderate
senators, Joe Manchin (W.Va.) and
Kyrsten Sinema (Ariz.). The White
House touted a high jobs number in
August, and he also had a victory
abroad, killing a major al Qaeda

leader in Afghanistan. That comes
on top of the earlier bipartisan infrastructure bill and COVID-19 improvements that the administration
marked earlier in his term.
As a result, Biden’s previously
anemic poll numbers have begun to
tick upward.
The idea that Cheney could
somehow deflate Biden’s momentum and put doubt into voters’
minds about reelecting him when
presented with the possibility of
another option has put some Democrats on edge.
But progressives, who remember the Cheney brand from her
father, former Vice President Dick
Cheney and his integral role in the
Iraq War under George W. Bush,
are taking her words less seriously.
Some are even scornful of what
they see as hubris.
“Some Democrats would rather
see Liz Cheney in the Party than
progressives,” Nina Turner, the
former co-chair of Sen. Bernie
Sanders’s (I-Vt.) presidential campaign and former House candidate
in Cleveland, wrote on Twitter.
“Shameful.”
Not only would many not vote
for her, but others see her as essentially a nonfactor in a race that
already has major figures like Biden
and Trump in the conversation, and
other Republicans and even some
Democrats considering tossing
their names into the mix. Some
Republicans are already suggesting that Cheney would run as a
Democrat.
“Liz Cheney has no chance at
winning either party’s primary,”
said Sean McElwee, who founded
and runs the left-wing polling firm
Data for Progress. “I’m happy to
make a bet with anyone who disagrees.”
Asked for comment on the possibility of a 2024 run, Cheney’s

spokesperson pointed to a portion
of the concession speech she delivered in Wyoming on Tuesday night.
“So, I ask you tonight to join
me,” Cheney said in part. “As we
leave here, let us resolve that we
will stand together — Republicans,
Democrats, and Independents —
against those who would destroy
our Republic.”
Cheney has received national
attention for her high visibility on
the Jan. 6 committee, where the
House has been investigating the
insurrection on the U.S. Capitol,
moving her away from the legacy
of her family’s name and closer
to her own brand of a principled
conservative in a Republican Party
that still considers Trump its leader.
Democrats see Trump’s moves,
campaigning and endorsing
down-ballot candidates and maintaining a war chest, as signs that he
is looking to mount another bid. He
essentially previewed that to New
York Magazine last month, talking
about the timing of a possible announcement instead of the overall
idea of running.
The FBI search of his Mar-a-Lago residence has added another undetermined element to the election
that is still two years away. Taken in
context, Cheney’s moves — including the $15 million this cycle she
built up during her made-for-TV
House bid and a newly announced
political action committee focused
on stopping Trump — have some
gaming out possible best- and
worst-case scenarios.
“If her goal is to stop Trump, and
is running to be a human wrecking
ball every day to his dishonesty and
assault on Democracy while in the
primary, that is of course helpful,”
Vale said, with a caveat: “If she then
encourages anyone who doesn’t
support Trump to vote for Biden in
the general election.”
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Five questions about Liz Cheney’s political future
By Mychael Schnell and Julia Manchester
The Hill
Rep. Liz Cheney (R-Wyo.) is facing down
a new political future after losing her House
primary on Tuesday to Trump-endorsed
lawyer Harriet Hageman.
Speculation about what the three-term
congresswoman who hails from a Republican political dynasty will do once her time
in Congress comes to a close has steadily
grown louder, and on Wednesday morning the
Wyoming Republican said she is ”thinking
about” mounting a bid for the White House.
Cheney had delivered a defiant speech
Tuesday night, slamming former President
Trump, the movement he created and the
candidates who repeat his claims about the
2020 election. It was at once a concession
speech and a promise of a future in public life.
“So I ask you tonight to join me. As we
leave here, let us resolve that we will stand
together — Republicans, Democrats and Independents — against those who will destroy
our republic,” Cheney said.
But even as she gave little indication of
what she will do next, she vowed Tuesday
to “do whatever it takes to ensure Donald
Trump is never again anywhere near the
Oval Office.”
“This primary election is over, but now
the real work begins,” she said.
Here are five questions about Liz Cheney’s
political future:
Does she launch a
2024 presidential campaign?
On Wednesday, less than 12 hours after
major networks finalized Cheney’s defeat,
Cheney said she is “thinking about” running
for president and will make a decision in the
coming months.
Cheney, the daughter of former Vice
President Dick Cheney, had previously
dodged questions about a potential 2024 run,
preferring to bring the conversation back to
her main goal: keeping Trump out of the
White House.
But a presidential run would be her ”next
logical” step, said Republican strategist Scott
Jennings.
“There are things you could do, but what
better platform would there be than to be
running a campaign?” Jennings told The Hill
in an interview.
“You can bet that if Cheney launches a
campaign for president, she’s gonna, you
know, the amount of coverage she will get,
and the amount of media attention she will
get, will far outstrip her standing in the polls,”
Jennings added. “And so, it strikes me that
if you’re wanting to talk to Republican audiences about what you think is an important
point of view, what better way to do that and
to do it in the presidential cycle?”
Logistically speaking, a Cheney White
House bid is possible.
The congresswoman skyrocketed to even

greater national prominence through her
work as vice chair of the House select committee investigating the Jan. 6, 2021, attack
on the Capitol. She has name recognition,
deep ties in the Republican Party and a sizable war chest, with $7.4 million remaining
in her campaign account as of three weeks
ago, according to NBC News.
And while Cheney, true to pattern, kept
much of her speech Tuesday focused on
Trump and Trumpism, she didn’t rule anything out for 2024.
Does she run to win the White
House — or keep Trump out of it?
Insiders agree winning the 2024 GOP
presidential nomination would be an uphill
battle for Cheney.
Most hypothetical polls show Trump in
the lead and Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis (R),
a proponent of Trump’s policies, in second.
And while votes are still being counted,
Cheney appears to be trailing by 30 points
or more.
But even with little chance of winning,
Cheney may run to influence the outcome
of the primary.
“How do you define success?” Jennings
said. “For her it may be less about winning
the nomination and more about keeping
Trump from getting the nomination. So I
think it just depends on how you define
success.”
Her presence would also give a voice
to anti-Trump Republicans who have been
largely shut out of a presidential conversation
dominated by Trump and people who espouse
his policies and rhetoric.
“When it comes to people that are not part
of the whole MAGA movement, who are not
happy with the direction that the Republican
Party has gone, who are more traditional
conservative Republicans, like myself, from
the past, I think that Liz Cheney is a more appealing option,” said Olivia Troye, a former
aide to Vice President Mike Pence.
“I think it’s important to have someone
like her be willing to continue to push back
and tell the truth about what’s happening
here,” she said.
Cheney on Tuesday referenced former

Cheney Shakes Up 2024
(Continued from Page 11)
ference, but in a close race between
Trump and Biden, it could end up
mattering a lot.”
Beyond that, however, Cheney’s
constituency is unclear, the strategist said, noting that she’s isolated
most Republicans with her criticism
of Trump, while her politics are still
too conservative for her to attract
significant support among even
centrist Democrats.
“I think the big question she
needs to consider is: Who’s her
constituency?” the strategist said.
“When you have most Republicans
out there saying that they either
want Donald Trump to run again or
that they’re interested in DeSantis,
a Trump loyalist, where is Cheney’s
path?”
Of course, there are still plenty
of open questions about the 2024
presidential contest. While Trump
has openly floated a potential comeback bid, it’s also possible that he
opts against another run.
Not only is he immersed in a
series of swirling legal scandals,
but there are a handful of other

ambitious Republicans who are
believed to be eyeing campaigns
of their own. Trump remains the
current favorite to win the 2024
GOP nomination, though DeSantis
has been gaining ground in early
polling.
And despite Biden’s insistence
that he plans on seeking a second
term in the Oval Office, Democratic
voters have become increasingly
eager for new leadership in recent
months.
A CNN poll released late last
month found that 75 percent of
Democrats and Democratic-leaning
voters want the party to nominate
someone else for the White House
in 2024 — though the effect Democrats’ recent legislative victories
will have on those numbers remains
to be seen.
Cheney, meanwhile, will face a
test of her own in the coming years:
whether she can remain a relevant
political force in her post-congressional life.
In one sign that she’s already
putting together a strategy, Cheney
has already converted her campaign

President Lincoln, who fought to keep the
U.S. unified.
“The great and original champion of our
party, Abraham Lincoln, was defeated in
elections for the Senate and the House before he won the most important election of
all. Lincoln ultimately prevailed, he saved
our Union, and he defined our obligation as
Americans for all of history,” she said.
What does she do with
her time left in office?
The House select committee investigating
the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol is already racing against the clock, trying to tie up
its investigation within the next few months
in anticipation of Republicans winning control of the chamber in November.
But before then, the panel is vowing to
hold more public hearings and present additional information to bolster its argument
that Trump was at the center of a scheme to
keep himself in power — presentations that
Cheney will likely play a large role in.
“We’re not winding down right now,”
Rep. Adam Kinzinger (R-Ill.) told reporters
in the Capitol last month. “It’s been amazing
to see, kind of, the flurry of people coming
forward, so it’s not the time to wind it down.”
Cheney has played a central role in the
committee’s previous hearings, delivering
opening and closing statements and questioning witnesses appearing live before the panel.
And she has not shied away from criticizing Trump or her GOP colleagues during
those presentations — a practice she will likely continue, if not ramp up, in the remaining
months of her term.
Republican strategist Doug Heye told The
Hill that whatever path Cheney takes after her
primary defeat, she will make sure she remains a vocal presence in American politics,
beginning with her work on the committee.
“What’s clear is that her voice isn’t going
to go anywhere,” Heye said. “And that will
start with, you know, the next hearings on
Jan. 6, and then we’ll continue in whatever
form she decides to take them in.
What kind of support does
she have for future moves?
Cheney may have lost her primary but she
still has a vast nationwide network of supporters and donors who could be of help for
any future political moves she might make.
The congresswoman broke her own record in the first quarter of the year, bringing
in close to $3 million, and followed that up
with a whopping $2.9 million in the second
quarter.
In addition to grassroots donations,
Cheney raked in money from notable Republican and Democratic donors across the
country including former President George
W. Bush, his former adviser Karl Rove, film
producer Jeffrey Katzenberg, and billionaire
hedge fund manager Seth Klarman.
However, in a Republican presidential

committee into a leadership PAC
focused on educating “the American people about the ongoing threat
to our Republic, and to mobilize a
unified effort to oppose any Donald
Trump campaign for president,”
Jeremy Adler, a spokesperson for
Cheney, said.
That group is expected to serve
as Cheney’s primary political vehicle moving forward and could
allow her to stay in the public arena as she weighs whether to seek
the 2024 Republican presidential
nomination. News of Cheney’s new
political project was first reported
on Wednesday by Politico.
To be sure, there’s still skepticism about Cheney’s efforts, even
among her defenders. Ramer, the
Republican Accountability PAC
political director, openly questioned
what “a Liz Cheney constituency”
looks like, acknowledging that
there’s no guarantee that she can
significantly alter the course of the
2024 election.
Still, he said he expects her to
stick around, at least for the time
being.

primary, Cheney would need to appeal to a
Republican primary base. And she may not
be the only anti-Trump Republican in the
field. Maryland Gov. Larry Hogan (R) has
repeatedly been floated as a potential 2024
GOP hopeful and has yet to rule out a run.
“I think it will be important for them to
navigate how they will reach more moderate
voters,” Troye said.
“These are longtime, respected Republican figures,” she continued. “And their
voices can reach an audience in a way that
many can’t.”
What could she do besides
run for president?
While a 2024 presidential bid is the most
talked-about possibility for Cheney, there
are other avenues the congresswoman can
pursue as she looks to continue her crusade
against Trump.
One would be joining the cable news
circuit as a commentator or analyst, which
would give the congresswoman a sizable
platform to take on the former president and
denounce his false claim that the 2020 presidential election was stolen.
That route is a popular one for former
lawmakers. Ex-Sen. Claire McCaskill (DMo.), who was unseated by then-Missouri
Attorney General Josh Hawley (R) in 2018,
joined NBC News and MSNBC months after
the race as a political analyst, and former
Rep. Jason Chaffetz (R-Utah) was hired by
Fox News as a contributor one day after he
resigned from the House in 2017.
Cheney could also join a think tank or
form her own PAC, as Kinzinger, who is
not running for reelection this November,
has done.
Kinzinger — another top Trump critic
and Cheney’s fellow Republican on the Jan.
6 panel — launched a PAC, titled “Country
First,” as a movement to challenge the GOP’s
embrace of Trump.
Another option for Cheney is writing a
book, a popular move for top figures leaving
Washington. After bowing out of running for
a third term in 2020, former Rep. Will Hurd
(R-Texas), who criticized Trump on a number
of occasions, penned a book titled “American
Reboot: An Idealist’s Guide to Getting Big
Things Done.”
While it remains unknown what Cheney
will choose for her next act, Jennings says
the congresswoman likely has a plan driving
her recent — and future — political moves.
“I know the Cheneys and I know how
smart they are and I know how they operate,
and I would be surprised if this wasn’t part
of a larger plan, but a plan that fits within a
mission,” Jennings said. “I think she believes
she’s on a mission here to keep Donald
Trump out of the White House. So if that’s
your mission, then they’re the kind of people
who would build a plan to try to achieve that
mission.”

“This isn’t the end of Liz
Cheney,” he said. “The one thing
she has made very clear over and

over again is that she is determined
to stop Donald Trump from ever
holding power again.”
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DeSantis tries to thread the needle on Trump and 2024

By Niall Stanage
The Hill
The FBI raid on the Mar-a-Lago
estate in Florida has complicated
the political picture — and not only
for former President Trump.
Potential rivals to Trump for
the 2024 GOP nomination have
had their own responses carefully
scrutinized — none more so than
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis (R).
DeSantis is widely seen as the
most formidable challenger to
Trump if the 45th president enters
the race. That being so, he has to
walk a particularly fine line, preserving his own political identity
while not stoking gratuitous resentment among the MAGA base.
The Florida governor’s initial
response to the Mar-a-Lago raid
carried strong implied support for
Trump — but with a good deal of
wiggle room.
In a tweet, DeSantis cast the
Aug. 8 search of the former president’s Florida club as an “escalation
in the weaponization of federal
agencies” by the Biden administration. DeSantis alleged the raid
was motivated by a desire to target
“the Regime’s political opponents.”
But if those sentiments were
very much in tune with the outrage
that was heard in conservative
quarters in the wake of the raid, the
response also contained no actual
mention of Trump.
The omission did not go unnoticed. Some close observers of Florida politics believe it is consistent
with DeSantis’s overall approach.
They say he takes care not to alien-

ate or aggravate pro-Trump votes,
but also does not tether himself too
closely to the former president.
DeSantis’s overall strategy for
now, according to longtime Florida GOP operative John ‘Mac’
Stipanovich is “to be sufficiently
supportive of Trump that he cannot
be criticized for failing to support
Trump, much less be accused of
betraying him — but without hugging him so closely that he gets
himself dirty.”
The same approach can be seen
on another topic: It is notoriously
hard to pin the Florida governor
down on where he stands regarding
Trump’s false claim that the 2020
election was rigged.
A Politico report on Wednesday
noted that although the Florida
governor shies away from making
such claims himself, he is currently
in the middle of a mini tour that
encompasses support for candidates

who have been less cautious.
DeSantis rallied in support of
Arizona gubernatorial nominee
Kari Lake (R) last weekend, and
will repeat the favor for Lake’s
counterpart in Pennsylvania, Doug
Mastriano (R), on Friday. Both
Lake and Mastriano have amplified
Trump’s 2020 election fictions.
The mini tour will keep DeSantis’s name in the national spotlight.
In all, it includes four states — Arizona, New Mexico, Ohio and Pennsylvania — which have high-profile
races in November. Coincidentally
or otherwise, three of the four states
are also competitive in presidential
elections, the only exception being
New Mexico.
Meanwhile, DeSantis is also deft
at raising issues that win him the
favor of the populist base of today’s
GOP. In big picture terms, he is best
known — for good or for bad — for
his resistance to COVID lockdowns

in his state, his vehement opposition to critical race theory and his
deep skepticism about the teaching
of sexuality and gender identity in
schools.
Within the past couple of weeks,
he has suspended a state attorney
who had signed a pledge not to
prosecute cases rooted in Florida’s
recent 15-week ban on abortion; described a Biden administration plan
to boost IRS staffing as “basically
just the middle finger to the American public”; and, on Thursday,
asserted that his state’s new Office
of Election Crimes and Security had
found 20 instances of voter fraud.
At a news conference on the
voter fraud issue, DeSantis said
the state “has charged and is in the
process of arresting 20 individuals
across the state.”
Susan MacManus, a political
science professor emerita at the
University of South Florida and a
veteran observer of the state’s politics, described DeSantis as “very
savvy” and often on the lookout
for topics that might play to his
political advantage.
While DeSantis’s embrace of
many hot-button issues makes
him plenty of enemies, MacManus
noted, “they do realize he has an
ability to communicate that is more
effective than many politicians.”
MacManus added however,
that DeSantis has his own reasons
for not plunging too quickly into a
2024 field.
He still has his own gubernatorial election to fight this year.
Next week, Democrats will choose

whether state agriculture commissioner Nikki Fried or Rep. Charlie
Crist will be his opponent. Recent
polling shows DeSantis with an
advantage in the high single digits
against either candidate.
One key metric in the fall will
be whether DeSantis can win his
race by a bigger margin than Trump
carried Florida at the last election.
Trump defeated Biden by about
three percentage points in the state.
If DeSantis does better, it will help
make the case that the Florida governor has wider appeal — or fewer
off-putting traits — than the former
president.
How DeSantis fares will also be
watched closely by Trump and his
allies. There is barely concealed
resentment at the attention devoted
to DeSantis among those around the
former president.
It hasn’t been forgotten that DeSantis’s victory in his original 2018
gubernatorial primary was fueled
by a Trump endorsement. Trump
loyalists also question whether
the Florida governor really has the
appetite for a head-to-head battle
against the former president.
As for Trump himself, he told
The New Yorker in a June story, “I
don’t know if Ron is running, and I
don’t ask him. It’s his prerogative.
I think I would win.”
DeSantis, of course, doesn’t necessarily need to challenge Trump.
He has time on his side since, at
43, he is 33 years younger than the
former president.
His conservative fanbase, meanwhile, isn’t going anywhere.

for the third-degree felony.
Suspending Tampa
prosecutor
DeSantis made waves Aug. 4
when he suspended Hillsborough
County State Attorney Andrew
Warren (D) for “neglect of duty” after the prosecutor refused to enforce
bans on abortion and transgender

surgery.
The decision was announced at
a press conference characterized
by the governor’s campaign rapid
response director, who previously
served as his press secretary, as
the impetus for the “liberal media
meltdown of the year.”
“When you flagrantly violate
your oath of office, when you make
yourself above the law, you have violated your duty, you have neglected your duty and you are displaying
a lack of competence to be able to
perform those duties,” DeSantis
said at the press conference.
DeSantis pointed to letters
signed by Warren saying that he
would not enforce “prohibitions on
sex change operations for minors”
or “any laws related to protecting
the right to life” as evidence that
the prosecutor had violated his oath

of office.
DeSantis criticized Warren’s
positions on both abortion and
transgender surgery, saying that
the “dismemberment procedure”
used in abortions after three and a
half months, which Warren said he
would not legally prevent, is “really
inhumane.”
Warren on Wednesday sued DeSantis for his suspension, claiming
that it was unconstitutional and
that his letters stating that he would
not enforce certain laws constitute
protected speech under the First
Amendment.
Warren said DeSantis’s failed to
produce information about “actual
conduct” that shirked his duties.
Battle with the legislature
over redistricting
Florida’s redistricting process
(See DeSantis Muscle, Page 14)

Five ways DeSantis has flexed his political muscle in Florida

By Jared Gans
and Chloe Folmar
The Hill
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis (R)
has thrust himself into the national
spotlight as one of the most influential and controversial politicians
across the country since becoming
governor in 2019.
DeSantis has frequently taken
action in his home state that has
positioned him as a leader of the
conservative movement in the
country. He has been rumored to
be considering a run for the White
House in 2024 and is viewed as
President Trump’s most serious
competition for the Republican
nomination if both enter the race.
Polls have consistently showed
him as Trump’s top competitor,
and he has led in polls that do not
include Trump.
Here are five ways DeSantis
has flexed his political muscle in
Florida as governor.
The Stop WOKE Act
DeSantis signed the “Individual
Freedom” bill, known more widely
as the “Stop WOKE Act,” in April
after the Florida legislature passed
it in March.
The law outlaws “critical race
theory training” in schools and
the workplace, claiming that the
concepts taught in racial sensitivity
training and other forms of education regarding race are discriminatory and infringe on some people’s
civil rights.
The act designates any “required
activity that promotes, advances, or
compels individuals to believe discriminatory concepts” as unlawful.
The law also deems unlawfully
discriminatory any teaching that
a person’s “status as either privileged or oppressed is necessarily
determined by his or her race, color,
national origin, or sex.”
The “Stop WOKE Act” was
challenged in court after being
passed and portions of it were
blocked by a federal judge on
Thursday.
U.S. District Court for the
Northern District of Florida Chief
Judge Mark Walker, who was appointed by former President Barack
Obama, said that the law violates
First Amendment protections of
free speech and the Fourteenth
Amendment’s Due Process Clause
for being impermissibly vague.

“Judge Walker has effectively
ruled that companies have a First
Amendment right to instruct their
employees in white supremacy,”
said DeSantis Communications
Director Taryn Feske in response
to the ruling, announcing that the
governor’s office would appeal
Walker’s decision.
The Office of Election
Crimes and Security
The Office of Election Crimes
and Security was established under Florida’s State Department on
July 1.
DeSantis, who was involved in
the initial idea behind the office,
appointed Peter Antonacci its head
last month, saying that Antonacci
would “ensure that Florida’s elections are the most secure in the
nation.”
The governor announced on
Thursday that the office had charged
20 individuals with voter fraud and
was in the process of arresting
them with the help of the attorney
general’s office and the Florida
Department of Law Enforcement.
The 20 charged with voter fraud
allegedly cast votes in past elections
despite being disqualified due to
prior convictions for homicide or
sexual assault, which bar individuals from voting in Florida.
“One of the things that we did in
the most recent legislative session,
though, is recognize, yes, you can
have all these great policy reforms,
and it’s important to do it, but if it’s
not actually enforced then what
difference is it going to make at
the end of the day?” DeSantis said
during a press conference announcing the fraud charges.
He added that those charged, all
of whom were located in the Palm
Beach, Broward and Miami-Dade
counties, face up to five years in
prison in addition to a $5,000 fine
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CDC director announces agency overhaul,
says it must ‘do better’ after COVID-19 review

By Peter Sullivan
The Hill
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Director Rochelle Walensky said
Wednesday that the agency “did not reliably
meet expectations” and would overhaul its
operations after an external review found
shortcomings in the COVID-19 response.
The review, begun in April, comes after
the CDC faced heavy criticism for its stumbles both in the early days of the pandemic
and more recently, with critics pointing to
confusing guidance and slow responses.
Walensky effectively acknowledged that
at least some of the criticism is valid, and
the agency announced a series of steps on
Wednesday seeking to modernize and improve its responses.
The review, led by Jim Macrae, an official
in the Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS), included findings such as
that the CDC should “share scientific findings and data faster,” according to a top-line
summary released by the CDC, and “be
transparent about the agency’s current level
of understanding.”
The CDC said Wednesday that it is taking

a number of steps to change its culture and
prioritize direct public health impact over a
more academic mindset.
The agency said in a summary of potential
changes that its “guidance documents are
confusing and overwhelming; the website is
not easy to navigate.”
It said it is considering restructuring its
website and producing “plain language”
guidance.
The agency also said it “takes too long
for CDC to publish its data and science for

decision making.” It is considering steps to
expedite publication.
“For 75 years, CDC and public health
have been preparing for COVID-19, and in
our big moment, our performance did not
reliably meet expectations,” Walensky said
in a statement. “As a long-time admirer of
this agency and a champion for public health,
I want us all to do better, and it starts with
CDC leading the way.”
The CDC first faced heat for its COVID-19
response in the early days of the pandemic
for problems plaguing testing that left the
country unaware of the full extent of the
virus’s spread.
But even more recently under President
Biden, the agency has faced criticism for
shifting or confusing guidance in areas ranging from masking to isolation. At the end of
last year, for example, the CDC faced questions when it did not include a requirement to
test negative before leaving isolation after it
cut the isolation time for many people infected with the virus from 10 days to five days.
While the new review focused on the
response to COVID-19, the CDC has also
faced criticism for its response to monkey-

pox, which some experts say shows the public
health system has not learned lessons from
COVID-19.
Former Food and Drug Administration
Commissioner Scott Gottlieb wrote in The
New York Times that the CDC had once
again failed to expand testing fast enough in
the early days of monkeypox.
“Our country’s response to monkeypox
has been plagued by the same shortcomings
we had with Covid-19,” he wrote. “Now if
monkeypox gains a permanent foothold in
the United States and becomes an endemic
virus that joins our circulating repertoire of
pathogens, it will be one of the worst public
health failures in modern times not only because of the pain and peril of the disease but
also because it was so avoidable.”
The steps the CDC announced on Wednesday also include appointing former Deputy
HHS Secretary Mary Wakefield to help respond to the recommendations and creating a
new executive council to implement changes.
“My goal is a new, public health action-oriented culture at CDC that emphasizes
accountability, collaboration, communication, and timeliness,” Walensky said.

Five things to know about Weisselberg’s guilty plea

By Tobias Burns
The Hill
Thursday’s guilty plea from
former Trump Organization Chief
Financial Officer Allen Weisselberg
is a major development in New
York officials’ multiyear investigation into the company led by former
President Trump.
Weisselberg pleaded guilty to 15
separate charges including grand
larceny and criminal tax fraud in an
indictment filed in New York state
Supreme Court, admitting to what
authorities described as a 15-year
tax evasion scheme for skipping
out on taxes due on $1.76 million
in income that wasn’t reported to
the IRS.
Weisselberg was promised a
sentence of five months in New
York City’s Rikers Island prison —
although that could be shortened to
a little over three months — as well
as five years’ probation. He will
also have to make full repayment
of taxes, penalties and interest due
to the New York City and New
York state tax authorities totaling
$1,994,321.
Here are five things to know
about Weisselberg’s plea deal.
The plea may be a
consolation prize
The plea deal from a Trump
Organization representative close to
the former president may feel like
something of a consolation prize for
prosecutors who have been trying
for a year to get Weisselberg to
turn on Trump himself and not just
Trump’s company.
Their aim has been to find evidence that the former president
engaged in criminal activity, and
securing the cooperation of a key
Trump lieutenant like Weisselberg
for their investigation could have
been a step in that direction.
“It’s been widely publicly reported that the DA’s office was
aggressively trying to flip Weisselberg against individuals and against
Trump in particular, and he obvi-

ously held out on that and refused
to deliver,” Danya Perry, a former
federal prosecutor in the Southern
District of New York, told The Hill
in an interview.
But Weisselberg didn’t roll
over. In fact, The New York Times
reported that just after the deal was
made, The Trump Organization
held a birthday party for Weisselberg at Trump Tower.
Legal experts draw a sharp distinction between the sort of plea
deal that Weisselberg agreed to and
an actual cooperation agreement
with federal prosecutors that could
have led to much more substantive
disclosures about the former president and his business practices.
“He got a plea deal. He did
not get a cooperation agreement,”
Perry said.
Legal experts say that the plea
deal may actually be a step away
from prosecuting Trump.
“The case against Donald Trump
doesn’t seem to have any life left
in it,” Daniel Alonso, who served
as chief assistant district attorney
under former Manhattan DA Cyrus
Vance Jr., told The Hill. “This deal

certainly doesn’t mean Trump is
going to be prosecuted. It probably
means the opposite. It really doesn’t
incriminate him.”
The plea deal will factor
into the trial of the
Trump Organization
Weisselberg’s plea deal requires
him to testify when the Trump
Organization faces its own trial in
October, and that could turn into a
big win for prosecutors this fall as
they go after Trump’s core business.
The Trump Organization is going on trial for nine out of the 15
counts that were brought against
Weisselberg himself, which include charges of criminal tax fraud,
conspiracy and falsifying business
records.
The testimony of Weisselberg,
the Trump Organization’s former
chief financial officer, could make
things difficult for the company.
“It’s going to make that defense
very, very complicated for the
Trump Organization,” Perry said.
Former assistant United States
Attorney Andrew Weissman told
The Hill in an interview that Weisselberg’s plea deal is going to make

the map, and a judge ruled in May
that it unduly diminished the rights
of Black voters in the northern part
of the state. But Florida’s First District Court of Appeal overturned the
ruling and restored DeSantis’s map
pending the outcome of a lawsuit
challenging its constitutionality.
Picking a fight with Disney
DeSantis went head-to-head
with the Walt Disney Company in
the spring in the aftermath of him
signing a law to implement restrictions on classroom instruction
related to sexual orientation and
gender identity.
The Parental Rights in Education law, which has become
known as the “Don’t Say Gay” bill,
banned primary school teachers
from covering material on LGBTQ

topics and barred all educators from
teaching topics that are not “age
appropriate or developmentally
appropriate” for children.
Disney criticized the bill in
a statement after it passed and
pledged to join efforts to repeal the
legislation.
DeSantis said Disney “crossed
the line” with its criticism and
announced that the state legislature would consider revoking the
company’s special status, which has
allowed it to have the legal right to
operate under its own government
in the Reedy Creek Improvement
District since 1967. He said the
company “alienated” a lot of people
in coming forward against the bill.
DeSantis signed a bill to revoke
the special status in April.

DeSantis Muscle
(Continued from Page 13)
over the past few months has seen
the Florida governor butt heads
with both Democrats and Republicans in the state legislature.
The Republican-controlled state
legislature approved a map that
made relatively minor changes to
the state’s districts, but DeSantis
vetoed the proposal, citing issues
with the strongly Democratic and
majority Black 5th Congressional
District.
DeSantis argued that the district,
which goes across the state’s border
with Georgia from Tallahassee to
Jacksonville, is unconstitutional.
He proposed an alternative map,
which eventually went into effect,
that eliminates the district and
merges parts of it with multiple
solid GOP districts.
Rep. Al Lawson (D), who currently represents the 5th district,
called the map “overtly racist,” and
other Black lawmakers in the state
denounced DeSantis’s proposal.
DeSantis’s map also dilutes
Black voting power in St. Petersburg and Orlando.
State GOP lawmakers in April
said they would allow DeSantis
to draw the map, a responsibility
usually reserved for the legislature.
Democrats sued DeSantis over

it much harder for the Trump Organization to make its defense.
“Because an organization acts
through its people, this is the CFO
saying that he did this, and these
are not crimes that are unrelated to
the organization, and the organization benefited directly from this,”
he said.
There’s a big open question
about Weisselberg’s deal
with prosecutors
Legal experts say there’s one
big unanswered question about
Weisselberg’s deal.
What happens if prosecutors
decide that he didn’t “testify truthfully” in the upcoming Trump
Organization trial, as his plea deal
requires him to do?
“The Court promised Weisselberg a sentence of five months in
jail to be served on Rikers Island
and five years’ probation, contingent on Weisselberg testifying
truthfully in the upcoming criminal
trial of the Trump Organization by
providing truthful testimony as to
the facts underlying his allocution
and plea,” the Manhattan district
attorney’s office said in a Thursday
statement.
But if they ask him questions
about how much Trump knew
during the trial, and Weisselberg
says he didn’t know anything, prosecutors might then say he’s not being fully truthful, and then all bets
about the sentencing could be off.
“This is the one open question,”
Alonso said. “What happens if he
testifies that Trump had no knowledge of these schemes? Would the

DA still vouch for Weisselberg’s
truthfulness?”
Experts say the in-between nature of the plea deal, which is not
a cooperation agreement but does
compel testimony, makes it kind
of an oddity.
“I’ve never heard of a deal like
this,” Alonso said.
Weisselberg was not granted
immunity from other crimes
Proper cooperation deals with
federal prosecutors usually come
with an immunity clause that says
cooperating witnesses won’t be
charged on other unrelated crimes.
Weisselberg’s deal has no such
clause.
Both Andrew Weissmann and
Danya Perry said they were interested by the fact that Weisselberg
was not granted full immunity for
any other potential crimes.
“Typically, lawyers negotiate for
coverage or immunity for any other
crimes he might have committed so
they can’t keep coming back,” Perry said. “Here, they didn’t do that.”
Daniel Alonso also said he found
this surprising, but said it makes
sense given the limited nature of
Weisselberg’s deal.
“Why should the DA grant him
that if he’s not cooperating fully?
This is not a traditional cooperation
agreement. If he’s doing less, then
he’s getting less.”
There’s a legal full court
press now against Trump
Most presidents leave office and
fade into the background of American political life. But Weisselberg’s
plea deal is just one of several
legal events involving the former
president that have kept his name
in the news.
The most dramatic of these
was the Aug. 8 FBI raid of Mara-Lago, which saw federal agents
walk away from Trump’s Florida
property with boxes of classified
documents.
An unsealed search warrant revealed that the FBI is investigating
Trump for three possible federal
crimes, including concealing records “with the intent to impede,
obstruct or influence” government
activity, and possible violations of
the Espionage Act.
There is also an ongoing investigation into Trump’s role in the Jan.
6, 2021, riot at the Capitol, as well
as a civil investigation of Trump
being conducted by New York Attorney General Letitia James.
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Democrats’ destructive debt habit:
From millions to billions to trillions
By David McQuade
“It’s only $739 billion this time around,
dummy. We compromised, so calm down.”
In a better world, no one would exploit
fiscal madness for political gain, but we are
clearly not living in that world any longer. On
Capitol Hill, the words “fiscal conservative”
may as well be the ugliest kind of expletive.
Judging from the latest congressional
spending extravaganza, cynically entitled
“The Inflation Reduction Act,” it’s official;
hardened partisans who cling to power at any
cost don’t at all mind leaving their children
in soul-crushing debt and inflation, spending
like drunken pirates. (Sorry for the slight to
Jack Sparrow.)
And you used to think “liberal” meant they
were considerate of the less entitled. No longer, my friend. It means they’ve completely
lost their minds.
It will be tragic for their grandkids who
will have to deal with the obscene levels
of debt the 117th Congress leaves to them
after they’re just a bad memory. No wonder
Congress has an 11 percent approval rating.
It reminds me of the not-at-all-funny
bumper sticker, “We’re spending our children’s inheritance!” More like, “We’re
spending our children’s inheritance and destroying any chance of the American dream
for our children, or children’s children. Vote
Democrat!”
I suppose young people living today
should count themselves lucky. Despite these
partisan hacks’ best efforts, they at least have
a shot at the illusive American dream, unlike
like 70 million less-fortunate Americans who
lost the abortion lottery.
We hear unimaginable numbers like
“$739 billion” so frequently now that we’re
becoming strangely numb to the deafening

drumbeat of more “emergency” congressional spending. It’s like being called a “racist”
or a “white supremacist” 100 times a day. At
a point you’re forced to tune it out, or you’ll
simply go mad.
But as the economy and the value of our
increasingly worthless, grossly inflated dollar
go over the cliff, it’s worth remembering what
a billion once was, one final time.
Math.com defines a billion dollars as
1,000 million dollars, or a one followed by
nine zeros: $1,000,000,000. In other words,
it would take 10 million $100 bills to total $1
billion in cash. (That’s a stack of $100 bills
as high as a 35-story building.)
For more perspective, if a person was
paid $10 an hour on the job and never took
a holiday or weekend off, that would equal
nearly 34,247 years. A job that paid a million
dollars a day would take nearly three years
to earn a single billion dollars.

But remember, this is not $1 billion, it’s
$739 billion, or 739 stacks of $100 bills
35-stories high, a large city’s worth. So, the
slug paying off the drunken pirate spending
extravaganza would have to work approximately 25 million, three hundred and eight
years. Yet our spendthrift president signed
it in about one minute, before shaking
Manchin’s and Schumer’s hands, insisting
“Democracy still works!”
And, bigot, don’t worry about the runaway-train national debt that stands at
$30,651,720,000,000 — more when you read
this. It’s kind of fun, though, to watch the debt
clock with all those millions spinning so fast.
“Where do those millions — er, billions
and trillions — go exactly?” You ask. What,
now you want transparency and accountability for their spending? They don’t even know.
Not to worry. They’ll be on to the next
wild spending bill by this time next week,

adding to that mesmerizing, spinning debt
clock of nearly 31 billion. Excuse me, I meant
$31 “trillion.” Whatever.
“But how much is a trillion?” you ask.
Good question. A trillion is a million multiplied by a million. Or if you prefer, a thousand billion. Stay with me and try not to glaze
over ... it has 12 zeros: 1,000,000,000,000.
Kind of takes your breath away, doesn’t it?
And again, our proud national debt is
not just a single “trillion,” it’s approaching 31 of the obscene denomination, or
$31,000,000,000,000. Good thing we’re
not still on the gold standard — there’s not
enough gold in the Milky Way Galaxy to
back that.
By now you’re wondering, “How on earth
can we possibly repay that?” Again, good
question, one our largest debtor, China, is
probably asking as we speak.
You’re apparently forgetting we have
87,000 new armed IRS agents coming to our
rescue. Kind of like a massive wall of Chinese
soldiers coming over the hill to save us from
ourselves. That thoughtful part of the bill
will surely put at least a tiny, howbeit painful
dent in the unsolvable debt crisis, thank you
very much.
On YouTube there’s a humorous clip of
Ronald Reagan explaining to Johnny Carson that our spendthrift Congress is the only
organization on earth that would authorize
an expensive study to determine things that
we already know. In the winsome way only
he could say it, Reagan explained, “It was
two-hundred and forty-nine thousand dollars
to find out that it’s better to be rich, young
and healthy than old, poor and sick!”
Today Reagan would have to revise his
comical anecdote to “million.” Or more.
(See McQuade, Page 16)

from militarizing offshore islands; engaging
in so-called Wolf Warrior and aggressive
diplomacy; threatening Taiwan; continuing
its Belt and Road initiative; and attempting
to impose its rules of the road on the international system.
The same failures to deter and contain
apply to Russia. Ukraine is the most blatant
current example. But so was the annexation
of South Ossetia from Georgia in 2014. And
Russian leaders have threatened to use nuclear weapons.
Thus, to any reasonable observer, GPC
and Cold War 2.0 are no longer relevant and
are potentially dangerous for the misperceptions that have been created and the absence
of an off-ramp to mitigate crises. “Dangerous
coexistence” is a more appropriate paradigm
to describe the current and likely future
international relationships. The concept of
coexistence is not new and dates back to Soviet General Secretary Nikita Khrushchev’s
preference for “peaceful coexistence” to

define the American relationship.
Dangerous coexistence means that, left
unchecked, these often divergent interests
could provoke unwanted crises and conflictual situations. Conflict is in no one’s interest.
Therefore, a common sensical aim must be
to resolve or soften these points of collision
and friction beforehand, and in the case of
Ukraine ensure it survives as a free and independent state.
Dangerous coexistence must also take
into account an even more threatening and
potentially existential reality — a new MAD,
standing for Massive Attacks of Disruption.
The New MAD is caused by both man and
nature. Failed government and Jan. 6-like
riots reflect the former, as do cyberattacks
and other forms of disruption. Natural disasters from floods and droughts to fires and
pandemics threaten society at large. And so
far, no governments are prepared to contain or
prevent MAD with a coherent policy, strategy
or resources.
The 21st century is profoundly different
from the 20th. Applying 20th century ideas to
today without rigorous scrutiny and analysis
almost certainly will guarantee that past failures will be repeated. And underestimating
the power of MAD, likewise, will consign
not only future generations but those of us
alive today to a far more hostile and dangerous world.
*****
Harlan Ullman is senior adviser at the
Atlantic Council and the prime author of
“shock and awe.” His latest book is “The
Fifth Horseman and the New MAD: How
Massive Attacks of Disruption Became the
Looming Existential Danger to a Divided
Nation and the World at Large.” Follow him
on Twitter @harlankullman.

America’s new era of dangerous coexistence
By Harlan Ullman
Since the Obama administration began
in 2009, presidents and Congresses have
increasingly viewed China as the “pacing”
threat and Russia as an adversary. These
rivalries have been cast as a “Great Power
Competition” (GPC). And with Russia’s
unprovoked assault into Ukraine, as well as
its continued interference into the domestic
politics of Western powers, many believe a
Cold War 2.0 has been ignited.
But both paradigms are profoundly
flawed, and more accurate terminology is
desperately needed. Perhaps “dangerous
coexistence” suits the times. That argument
follows. But it is important to explain why
GPC and 2.0 should be stricken from use.
First, none of the last three administrations
has precisely defined what GPC means, where
it applies and where it does not. Nor has the
argument been made as to why competition
as opposed to other interactions is appropriate
and how to measure success or failure. What
is the end point of a military competition — a
war, a stand-off or a permanent arms race?
And what restraints are in place to prevent a
repeat of the early 20th century GPC from
exploding into another world war?
Second, Cold War 2.0 likewise is a misnomer. None of the conditions of the original Cold War are present today. That Cold
War paradigm was based on containing and
deterring the Soviet Union from expansion
and aggression through a ring of military
alliances, principally NATO, largely relying
on military force. Thermonuclear weapons
spawned the double-edged acronym MAD
(Mutual Assured Destruction) and the
specter of global Armageddon, making war
unwinable and thus deterrable.
Military power was the Soviet Union’s

mainstay. China was weak and far from
becoming a major military and economic
power. China also was vital to “triangular
politics” and gaining leverage in bringing
detente between Moscow and Washington.
Today, Russia is both a military and
energy superpower. China is an economic
and military superpower developing a very
capable nuclear as well as conventional
arsenal. While history, geography and culture do not make for an ideal partnership,
both countries are hostile towards the U.S.
And unlike the Cold War, today’s dialogue
between the U.S. and China and Russia is
virtually non-existent.
Third, the combination of GPC and 2.0
have led the U.S., and to some degree its
allies, to emphasize and even exaggerate the
importance of military force. The aims of
U.S. defense strategy are to contain, deter
and, if war comes, defeat a list of potential
adversaries topped by China and Russia. Yet
China has not been contained or deterred

The Inflation Reduction Act: Should truth in labeling be expected?

By Bruce Yandle
By signing the Inflation Reduction Act of 2022 (IRA) into law,
President Biden brought to fruition
a major effort to confront climate
change, health care costs, clean
(and not-so-clean) energy development, minimum corporate income
taxes and taxes on financial transactions engaged by some of America’s
wealthiest firms and individuals. By
any measure (the new law comes
in at more than 700 pages long and
authorizes more than $700 billion in
spending) and by reach of implied
federal action, the IRA is a major
legislative action.
But what about inflation? Does
the statute deliver the goods implied by its name? Or are these
politically useful words merely a
case of deceptive and misleading
advertising? If so, should the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) get
involved in the name of consumer
protection or, as the case may be,
voter protection?
Well, come on. Of course not.
The FTC polices the private marketplace, not politics. Still, let’s
consider what might happen if we
held our lawmakers to a similar

standard and FTC enforcement
entered the picture.
Interestingly enough, the Biden
administration tends to change the
subject when asked to put dimensions on the inflation reduction
that may be generated by the IRA.
Indeed, when pushed during an
Aug. 8 National Public Radio interview to talk about inflation, Brian
Deese, director of the Biden administration’s National Economic
Council, brushed against the matter
but spoke more fully about how
the new law would cap the annual
cost of individuals’ prescriptions at
$2,000, provide subsidies for the

purchase of electric automobiles
and empower Medicare to bargain
with pharmaceutical companies so
as to hammer down drug costs.
Deese’s response was not about
inflation (what happens to all prices taken together) but about the
relative prices of some important
items purchased by consumers. His
comments followed almost to the
word the administration’s Aug. 6
description of the legislation: “This
legislation would lower health
care, prescription drug, and energy
costs, invest in energy security, and
make our tax code fairer—all while
fighting inflation and reducing the

deficit.” The wording suggests inflation is almost a side effect.
An analysis of the two most
exhaustive treatments of the matter, one by the Congressional
Budget Office and the other by the
Penn-Wharton center at the University of Pennsylvania indicates that
there is no forthcoming inflation reduction generated by the misnamed
law. The Penn-Wharton summary
indicated: “The impact on inflation
is statistically indistinguishable
from zero for either estimate.”
We can acknowledge that the
administration’s reluctance to talk
about inflation reduction is perfectly understandable from a political
standpoint, even if the statute’s title
seems to be patently false. But,
returning to our original premise, if
this finding involved a labeling or
advertising issue for a private firm
or agency, the FTC would have a
basis for opening an investigation
under its consumer protection
program that focuses on false and
misleading advertising.
The agency’s policy says, “Objective claims for products or
services represent explicitly or by
implication that the advertiser has

a reasonable basis supporting these
claims. These representations of
substantiation are material to consumers. That is, consumers would
be less likely to rely on claims for
products and services if they knew
the advertiser did not have a reasonable basis for believing them
to be true.”
What about citizens? What
about voters? Should they be able to
rely on the implied promise found
in the title of a piece of legislation?
Is truthful advertising less important in developing a political package than when an advertiser works
up a statement about ready-to-eat
cereal, tires, weight-loss remedies
or automobiles?
Our political leaders should
be expected to substantiate their
claims. Yes, telling the truth should
matter, even in political markets.
*****
Bruce Yandle is a distinguished
adjunct fellow with the Mercatus
Center at George Mason University
and dean emeritus of the Clemson
College of Business and Behavioral
Sciences. He is a former executive
director of the Federal Trade Commission.
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Mar-a-Lago mess: How Merrick
Garland can regain the public’s trust

By Jonathan Turley
In a three-minute press conference following the FBI raid on
Donald Trump’s Mar-a-Lago home,
Attorney General Merrick Garland
cut a defiant figure, condemning
critics of the Department of Justice
(DOJ) and the FBI: “I will not stand
by silently when their integrity is
unfairly attacked.” He then left the
stage without taking questions or
answering that criticism.
It was a signature moment for
Garland, who often responds to
controversies with belated, rote
remarks. His brief comments had
all of the substance of a Hallmark
card that read, “Trust us, we’re the
government.” Yet trust has to be
earned, not simply demanded.
This coming week, Garland
has another opportunity to show
leadership and reassure the public
by ordering substantive disclosures
in the proposed redacted affidavit
justifying the raid. If not, this will
be the fifth missed opportunity to
demonstrate that the DOJ deserves
the public’s trust.
The indignation expressed by
Garland in his public remarks
seemed to ignore legitimate concerns over the DOJ’s motivations
and record in past Trump-related investigations. Both the FBI and DOJ
have documented histories of false
court statements and bias against
Trump, leading to the collapse of
the Russia-collusion allegations
and the firing of high-ranking
officials.
Garland was aware of that history and the troubling context when
he ordered the unprecedented raid
on the home of a former president
and the expected 2024 political
opponent of President Biden. He
may be justified in ordering it, but
he cannot simply dismiss critics as
unhinged extremists.
It is equally troubling that, at
every earlier opportunity to make a
modest step to assure such citizens,
Garland has failed:
The Negotiations
It is unclear why Garland opted
for a search warrant rather than a
second subpoena like one used in
June to seize boxes of documents
from Mar-a-Lago. Trump’s team
claims to have communications
from the FBI reflecting that they
cooperated with the search, then
followed the FBI’s request to reinforce security on a storage room.
It is unclear what communications
occurred after the June meeting —
or, if remaining documents were a
concern, why the DOJ did not immediately issue a second subpoena.
While the DOJ claimed time was of
the essence to retrieve national security material, Garland reportedly
waited weeks before signing off on
the search warrant application and
the FBI waited a weekend to execute the search. There was plenty of
time to seek a voluntary surrender
or consensual search.

McQuade

(Continued from Page 15)
If he’d only known where unfettered federal spending and debt
would take us as unscrupulous and
selfish partisans figured out that
they could purchase self-destructive
votes from the public treasury (or
the lack thereof). Capitol Hill has
become Mad Max where a billion
is the new million, and a trillion is
the new billion — in debt.
Proverbs 22:7 warns, “The
borrower is a slave to the lender.”
What may this mean for America
with respect to our unserviceable
debt to China?
Buying today’s votes with our
children’s futures is not “democracy.” It’s selfish and cruel. And it
will destroy the republic if it hasn’t
already. But the LSD-damaged
“liberal” generation from the ’60s
in power apparently knows better
than our old-fashioned, godly and
conservative grandparents who
lived on a budget at the level of
their family, their business, their
community and their nation.
“A lobster in every pot. Jack
Sparrow for president.”
*****
David McQuade founded cable
channel Z Music Television, “The
Positive Alternative” to MTV, and
has worked extensively in the television and film industry for over
three decades as an executive and
media strategist.

The Warrant
The second opportunity occurred
when the DOJ sought the warrant.
While knowing that every aspect
of the search would be scrutinized,
it adopted language so broad that
it was virtually the legal version of
Captain Jack Sparrow’s “Take what
you can … Give nothing back.”
It allowed the seizure of any box
containing any document with any
classification of any kind — and
all boxes stored with that box; it
allowed the seizure of any writing
from Trump’s presidency. If Garland wanted to assure Americans of
an apolitical motive, he could have
crafted that warrant more narrowly.
Instead, the government scooped
up everything, from passports to
attorney-client material.
The Raid
Garland’s third opportunity
came with the raid itself. Rather
than descending on Trump’s home
with 30 to 40 officers and a dozen
vehicles, this is a search that could
have been done by a few incon-

spicuous agents without risk. They
didn’t have to arrive by Uber, but
they also didn’t need to arrive like
this. Instead, as with other Trump
targets from Roger Stone to Paul
Manafort and Peter Navarro, the
DOJ chose the most heavy-handed,
overwhelming-force option.
The Review
After the raid, Garland missed
his fourth opportunity. It was obvious the raid would ignite a country
that is a tinderbox, particularly
before a major election. Garland
could have issued a statement
reassuring the public and immediately secured the documents,
asking for an independent special
master or federal magistrate to
sort out any material beyond the
warrant’s scope, including attorney-client material. That would
have ended speculation about a
pretextual search aimed at finding
incriminating evidence of other
crimes, including material related
to the Jan. 6 riot. Garland not only
didn’t take such a precaution but

reportedly refused Trump’s request
for such an appointment. Garland
then compounded the problem by
refusing to address basic concerns
in his brief presser, including the
allegation of a pretextual search.
The Affidavit
Garland now has a fifth opportunity in responding to a magistrate’s
order to recommend parts of the
affidavit for public release. Garland initially refused to release the
affidavit, then implausibly asserted
that nothing in it could be released
in the interests of national security.
Most affidavits have sections that
can be released without damaging
an investigation or compromising
witnesses, including information
already known to the target. In this
case, Garland could, at a minimum,
release the account of the communications with the Trump team.
It may be discomforting for DOJ
officials accustomed to total control
over such information, but it would
reassure the public in a growing
political crisis.

Obviously, after insisting no
disclosures could be made, it is
now doubly difficult for Garland to
reverse himself. Such a bold move
would be out of character for Garland, who often appears more of a
passenger than the driver of his own
department. But he needs now to
be proactive rather than reactive to
this controversy — by overruling
those in the DOJ who pushed for
the raid and demanded a total bar
on disclosures of the affidavit.
What is clear is that Garland’s
“trust us” mantra has done little
to assuage concerns. Indeed, that
seems almost comical to many
people, given the Crossfire Hurricane debacle and the fact that this
investigation is being handled by
the same section.
Transparency on the search may
push some at the DOJ outside of
their comfort zone, but the raid has
already has pushed many on both
sides of the political spectrum to
the brink. One MSNBC host declared that the “civil war is here”
while, in a shocking Rasmussen
poll, 46 percent of Americans now
view the FBI unfavorably and 53
percent believe it is being misused
by the Biden administration. Even
assuming that Rasmussen trends
conservative, those numbers likely
reflect the view of many of the more
than 74 million people who voted
for Trump in 2020.
So far, Garland has done little to
earn the trust of almost half of the
country. In this and other controversies, he has demanded respect
but refused to take even modest
measures to justify it.
Jonathan Turley is the Shapiro
Professor of Public Interest Law
at George Washington University.
Follow him on Twitter @JonathanTurley.
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A government big enough to give you everything you want, is strong enough to take everything you have. — Thomas Jefferson

Our Point of View

Trump had a BIG
week, despite
what you’ve heard

Guest Editorial by Frank Holmes
Rumors of President Donald Trump’s political death are
greatly exaggerated.
For weeks, Trump had been written off, as his popularity
sank and support for Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis rose.
Then came the IRS raid on Mar-a-Lago, to kick off two
weeks of Trump success — which culminated with an incredible record of endorsing candidates in this week’s primaries.
This week alone, Republican primary voters handed Trump
another comeback. He endorsed four candidates in Tuesday’s
elections — and he had three wins, with only one loss. That’s
a record of 75 percent effectiveness — not bad in any political world. But Trump’s full record is even more impressive.
All in all, Trump’s ability to pick popular Republican
candidates has racked up an amazing 188 wins and only 19
losses so far — so he’s won 90 percent of all endorsements.
Those numbers come from a comprehensive list of every
Trump endorsement, put together by The Washington Examiner. It shows that, while he may have been impeached twice,
disowned by some GOP elites, and permanently banned
from Twitter, Trump still has his finger on the pulse of the
American voter — and he can still direct those voters to do
what he wants, as well.
The 45th president’s track record so exceeded the media’s
expectations that Politico whined, ”One win was the most
technical yet:” when Trump endorsed “ERIC” in the Missouri’s Republican primary for Senate. Both major Republican
candidates were named Eric. (Missouri Attorney General
Eric Schmitt won.)
The Washington Examiner didn’t count the Missouri race
in Trump’s nine-out-of-10 victory rate.
This week, conservatives and populists made a virtual
clean-sweep of the GOP.
The most visible case came in Wyoming, where Rep. Liz
Cheney lost her primary battle with Harriet Hageman by an
unimaginable 37 points. “It might be the biggest (loss) of the
21st century,” wrote The Washington Post — and make no
mistake, she fought for her life. Cheney tried to beat back
Trump’s endorsement with such big names as Hollywood
actor Kevin Costner and former Vice President Dick Cheney,
her father. She still lost 66 percent to 29.
But don’t cry for her. The Cheney dynasty member has
served in Congress for less than six years, but her net worth
exploded by a mind-blowing 600 percent. In fact, her bank
account doubled in her very first year, from $7 million in
2017 to $14 million in 2018. She’s now worth $44 million
— and climbing with every appearance she makes before the
January 6th Committee.
Cheney’s the highest-profile Trump foe to come out of
the primary with an “L,” but she’s hardly the only one. Rep.
Peter Meijer, R-Mich., lost his primary to Trump endorsee
John Gibbs after Meijer voted to impeach Trump last year.
In the great frozen North of Alaska, Trump’s allies came
through, as well — even when the state GOP did its best to
cheat. Senator Lisa Murkowski is the definition of a RINO;
she voted to impeach Trump last year, but she’s been an Establishment girl ever since she was appointed to the Senate
by her father Frank Murkowski, who was the governor at
the time.
The Murkowski dynasty recently benefitted fron an election shakeup by the state GOP. Alaska adopted a “rankedchoice voting” system, which features multiple rounds of
votes that could let a second- or third-place candidate come
out on top.
In the primary, the top four candidates advance, and Murkowski made it. Trump’s endorsed candidate, Kelly Tshibaka
(whose last name is pronounced like the Wookie in “Star
Wars”), was hot on her trail… and she had to do it with only
Republican votes.
Meanwhile, another America-First populist conservative
broke through Alaska’s rigged voting system: Sarah Palin.
The former governor and vice presidential candidate came
out a big winner in her primary to replace the deceased Congressman Don Young. The GOP Establishment tried to throw
her under the bus in 2008 in a desperate attempt to blame her
for Sen. John McCain’s loss in the presidential election…
but she’s maintained her popularity, and it looks like she’s
headed back to Washington.
In two years, Trump might just be there with her, poised
to sign the legislation she and so many of his endorsed candidates pass.
This week put him well on his way to returning to the
White House. But whatever happens in 2024, there will be
a fresh crop of Republicans in the Capitol next year eager to
do the will of the grassroots voter, take back their party, and
make America great again.
*****
Frank Holmes is a veteran journalist and an outspoken
conservative that talks about the news that was in his weekly
article, “On The Holmes Front.”

ON A PERSONAL NOTE

The way the universe
works for some people

By Maramis
She has happily been the dog mother
It’s almost as though the universe
to four dogs — all in the same family
responds to the needs of people when
— and unfortunately, they all suffered
the request goes out in the right way.
from some serious terminal illness.
That’s right — there are different
But, the good news is that because
ways of asking.
of her knowledge of caring for dogs
Some people might complain all
and her great love for her own dogthe time and wonder why nothing
gies, she was able to nurse each one
ever goes right for them. That is one
of her dogs back to the best possible
of the wrong ways. Some people
health that they could have under the
might worry so much and believe
circumstances.
that nothing good will ever happen
It is noteworthy that her own
for them when they need it. That is
veterinarian, upon seeing her dogs
also the wrong way. I can assure you
at various times, did not give any of
MaraMiS CHouFani
that there are plenty more of the wrong ways to ask them long to live. From that moment on, she learned
if indeed such people are even thinking that they are everything she could about their health conditions
asking for the universe to respond.
and developed an individual plan for each one as they
So about now you’re probably wondering what is required it. I personally saw each dog get better and
the correct way to get a favorable response from the go on to live way longer than the vet could ever have
universe. For some unknown but fortunate reason, imagined they would live. In fact, one of her dogs even
I discovered that the universe must like me and has had a miraculous overnight recovery. Her vet could
responded favorably to me on very many occasions. not believe his eyes.
But this column today is not about me. It’s about my
Of course, no dog can live forever, and while they
all had a pretty good run under my daughter’s care, and
daughter.
These past couple of years (yes, from 2020 forward) all eventually passed away during the past two years,
have not been pleasant in many ways for my daughter.
(See Maramis, Page 22)

Hospitals finally facing the
music on price transparency
By Sally C. Pipes
Two Georgia hospitals were recently fined $1.1
million for failing to publish their prices. The facilities
had also ignored letters from the Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid Services asking them to publicly disclose
what they charge for procedures.
It’s about time. The federal government directed
hospitals to publish clear, consumer-friendly charge
lists by the beginning of 2021. Six months later, just
6 percent of hospitals nationwide had complied, according to a study published in June in the medical
journal JAMA.
Hospitals shouldn’t be able to get away with flouting
the law. Price transparency empowers patients and payers to shop around for medical care — and ultimately
allows them to leverage the power of competition to
extract the best value for their dollar.
The Trump administration issued the price transparency rule in 2019. It required hospitals to publish
standard prices for 300 of their most common services,
including rates for insurers and those for individuals
paying cash. The rule set daily fines for non-compliant
institutions, which the Biden administration increased
in November 2021.
Since the rule took effect, hospitals have been cautioned plenty. CMS has issued more than 350 warning
letters requesting compliance.

Yet transparency has lagged. The biggest medical
centers have been among the worst offenders. Just
0.5 percent of facilities owned by the country’s three
largest hospital systems were fully compliant as of
early 2022, according to a report from Patient Rights
Advocate.
Hospitals may be leery of revealing their prices
because the results can be embarrassing. In one case,
an Illinois patient received a $15,000 hospital bill for
an EpiPen. He later learned he could have purchased
the same device from a pharmacy for $320.
Or, take the recent experience of a couple in Fresno,
Calif. According to reporting from NPR, the husband
underwent cataract surgery with an in-network provider that cost over $4,000. His wife, who has the
same coverage, received the same exact procedure at
a neighboring clinic — and only owed $204. The two
facilities were just a half mile from one another.
High-cost providers wouldn’t be able to get away
with those wide spreads in price if patients and payers
knew about them. That’s why a 2021 RAND Corporation study projected that improving price transparency
could reduce U.S. healthcare spending by up to $26.6
billion a year.
Of course, some hospitals may be justified in
charging more than others. Factors like quality,
(See Pipes, Page 22)

By Joe Concha
Discovery’s purchase of CNN earlier this year
promised changes at the struggling network, and now
those changes appear to be coming to fruition.
The big, albeit not surprising, media news earlier
this week entails CNN media critic Brian Stelter leaving the network not long after publicly criticizing one
of the power brokers at Discovery. And unless career
self-destruction was the goal, it’s hard to see why
Stelter thought it was a good idea to say the following
about Discovery’s largest shareholder, John Malone.
“The people who say the Zucker-era CNN was
lacking in real journalism clearly were not watching
CNN directly,” Stelter proclaimed earlier this year
after then-CNN President Jeff Zucker was shown the
door. “My best guess is that they were watching talking
heads and reading columnists complain about CNN.
And yes, I’m including John Malone in this.”
Yep, you read that correctly. The network’s top

media reporter publicly accused one of his new bosses
of being misinformed while defending his former boss,
who ran the network into the ground both from a ratings
and credibility perspective.
CNN’s viewership is down more than 75 percent
since Joe Biden took office. This collapse was predicted
by none other than former ABC ”Nightline” anchor
Ted Koppel in 2018, when CNN was enjoying relative
success as an anti-Trump network.
“The ratings are up, it means you can’t do without
Donald Trump. You would be lost without Donald
Trump,” Koppel told Stelter at the time.
“Ted, you know that’s not true,” Stelter said. ”CNN’s
ratings would be in the toilet without Donald Trump,”
Koppel said as the audience at the National Press Club
in Washington, D.C., laughed. ”You know that’s not
true. You’re playing for laughs,” Stelter retorted. ”I
reject the premise that these networks are making so
(See Concha, Page 19)

Discovery execs flex their muscles as
Stelter, Toobin shown the door at CNN

View Points
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U.S. Sugar: Food Security is National Security
By Chuck Muth
The 37th International Sweetener Symposium recently concluded
in Colorado and #1 topic of discussion was the upcoming battle
in Congress over renewal of the
Farm Bill.
Always a contentious topic, the
2023 bill adds to the mix serious
doubts as to which party will control the House and the Senate after
November’s elections, in addition
to expectations that as many as
half the members of the agriculture committees will be new to the
process.
Positioning on the bill has already begun in earnest, but the
top thing that both parties need to
remember is that food security is
national security. A successful Farm
Bill must protect the farm and trade
policies that keep farmers and food
production here in America.
For their part, U.S. sugar farm-

CHUCK MUTH
ers are more concerned with rising
production costs and retaining
the current U.S. sugar policy that
discourages sugar imports from
countries that heavily subsidize
their home-grown markets.
“Unfortunately, our farmers are
dealing with the one-two punch

of rising input costs and shrinking profit margins,” noted Ryan
Weston, the incoming Chairman
of the American Sugar Alliance
(ASA), at the Symposium.
“If we didn’t have a strong sugar
policy, our family farms would be
at a real risk of being driven out
of business by a flood of heavily
subsidized foreign sugar,” Weston
continued. “That would devastate
rural America and leave our country
dependent on unreliable foreign
suppliers for sugar.”
“U.S. sugar policy enables our
farmers to more effectively compete against imported, heavily
subsidized foreign sugar,” added
Dr. Rob Johansson, Director of
Economics and Policy Analysis for
ASA. ”And it costs taxpayers nothing. Maintaining a strong safety net
in the next Farm Bill is going to be
critical to our farm economy and
our national food security.”

“Our sugarcane and sugarbeet
farmers and workers are essential
to our food security and our national security,” Weston concluded.
“America’s sugar industry has
always kept this essential ingredient in ready supply, thanks to the
stability and certainty of a sugar
policy that is designed to cost tax-

payers nothing.”
Food security is national security. When something works, don’t
fix it.
*****
Chuck Muth is president of
CitizenOutreach.org and publisher
of NevadaNewsandViews.com. He
blogs at MuthsTruths.com.

MaCe YaMpolsKY
“Whether those portions would
be meaningful for the public or the
media,” Judge Reinhart added, was
not for him to decide. He acknowledged that the redaction process can
often be extensive and effectively
turn documents into “meaningless
gibberish.”
Judge Reinhart’s decision struck
a middle course between the Justice
Department, which wanted to keep
the affidavit entirely under wraps as
its investigation into Mr. Trump’s
handling of classified documents

continued, and a group of news
organizations, which requested that
it be released in full to the public.
Warrant affidavits — which are
written and sworn to by federal
agents before a search takes place
— contain detailed information
about criminal investigations and
are almost always kept under seal
until charges are filed. However,
this is not your average case. Everyone knows that a search took
place. Trump acknowledged the
raid, calling the FBI thugs.
As part of his ruling, Judge
Reinhart ordered the government
to send him under seal proposed
redactions to the warrant affidavit
by next Thursday at noon. He said
he would review the suggestions
and decide if he agreed with them.
“This is going to be a considered, careful process,” Judge
Reinhart said. This is interesting
because Trump, Mr. Law and Order,
normally would side with the DOJ
and want no disclosure. But since
his Mar-a-Lago club in Florida is
where the search took place, it is a
different story.
The whole situation took place

because there are sensitive, classified, documents that ended up at
Mar-a-Lago. It appears that our favorite, petulant Man-child just took
what he felt like out of the White
House without bothering to consult
protocol. He once again acted as if
the law did not apply to him. Who
knows what sensitive documents
may have ended up there.
I don’t believe he had any traitorous intent. I believe that due to
his petulance, venality, and vanity,

he just didn’t believe any laws applied to him. Or if they did, he just
didn’t care. He believes he is above
the law. I think he is wrong.
*****
For more information regarding
Nevada laws, or if you feel your
rights have been violated, please
call Mace Yampolsky & Associates.
Call or text us at (702) 385-9777.
We are available 24/7 for emergencies. If you need help, CALL NOW
before it is too late. We can help!

Judge orders DOJ to redact affidavit used to search
Trump’s home in advance of possible unsealing
By Mace Yampolsky
The hearing emerged from an effort by news organizations to unseal
the affidavit submitted in support
of the search warrant. Any public
version of the affidavit is likely to
be heavily redacted.
A federal judge ordered the
government to propose redactions
to the highly sensitive affidavit that
was used to justify a search warrant
executed by the F.B.I. last week at
former President Donald J. Trump’s
private home and club, saying he
was inclined to unseal parts of it.
Redactions are blacking out of sensitive information. The judge will
ultimately decide on the extent of
the redactions. The media wants full
disclosure and no redactions. The
Department of Justice would prefer
not to provide any information.
Ruling from the bench, the
judge, Bruce E. Reinhart, said
it was “very important” that the
public have as “much information” as it can about the search at
Mar-a-Lago, Mr. Trump’s Florida
residence, noting that there were
portions of the affidavit that “could
be presumptively unsealed.”

Chinese money laundering scheme
boosts drug trafficking in America

By Christopher Urben
Over the last five years, the world was
oblivious to a dramatic shift in international
money laundering, which occurred when one
criminal organization ceded management
of its revenue stream to another. This was a
bloodless coup, which is why it went unnoticed. However, the implications are profound
for law enforcement and compliance departments throughout the private sector.
The clandestine shake up: Chinese organized crime has taken over money laundering
for the Mexican drug cartels, providing a
more efficient system for transferring drug
sales profits to Mexico. This has increased net
profits for the cartels and empowered them
to expand their operations.
To understand the gravity of this shift,
imagine offering a multinational corporation
the ability to assign all its accounts receivable to a subcontractor that would absorb all
collection risk. This subcontractor could also
provide funding and do so in a few hours as
opposed to days or weeks. No accounts receivable department and markedly improved
access to capital: these are the innovations
brought by Chinese Money Laundering Organizations (MLOs).
Around 2016, government analysts
noticed declining use of the traditional
method of laundering narcotics proceeds,
the black-market peso exchange (BMPE).
The Mexican and Colombian cartels, which
controlled the BMPE through extreme violence, typically accepted a transaction cost of
between 7 and 10 percent and waited at least
a week to access clean funds. The Chinese
MLOs, however, had perfected a cheaper,
quicker process. They offered seamless and
untraceable methods of moving funds in a
fast, reliable, and virtually risk-free environment. Because of their efficiency, Chinese

MLOs are now entrenched as the dominant
global money launderers.
And it was all an unintended consequence
of legislation in the Peoples’ Republic of
China, so-called “Capital Flight” laws, which
imposed an annual limit of $50,000 on funds
transferred out of China. Wealthy Chinese
who sought to access their money outside of
China turned to the black market to circumvent the law and acquire U.S. dollars.
Every day in the United States, Chinese
money brokers pick up narcotics proceeds
— from sales of fentanyl, heroin, cocaine,
and methamphetamine — in the form of
bulk U.S. cash from their customers. The
customer might be a street gang in New York
that owes payment to the Mexican cartel that
supplied the drugs the gang sold. This cash
is then sold to Chinese customers who want
to spend money in the U.S., acquiring real
estate, paying college tuition, or making other
investments. These Chinese customers pay in
China for the cash they receive abroad. The
proceeds in China are used to buy items for
export to Mexico or South America, where

the goods are sold by the brokers to recoup
their funds.
Throughout the process, the Chinese
MLOs employ technology to their advantage,
advertising the sale of dollars to Chinese
customers in internet chat rooms and communicating via popular encrypted messaging
networks.
The Chinese MLOs are successful because there are few restrictions on, or compliance programs that target, bank-to-bank
transfers in China. Since no funds leave
China, there are no international transactions
to monitor. Similarly, the U.S. transactions
are made in cash, outside the banking system,
meaning there are no indications of potential
money laundering for compliance officers
to identify.
Divorced from the modern banking system, this method of laundering money is
extremely difficult to detect and track.
With the Chinese MLOs assuming all
risk, currency laundering has never been
faster. What took a week now takes hours
or, at most, a day. And with a huge customer

base, the Chinese MLOs offer immediately
available cash at a transaction fee of 1 to
2 percent with no waiting for assets to be
deposited into clean accounts.
In April 2022, federal prosecutors brought
charges against a Chinese MLO in Flushing,
Queens, that allegedly laundered several
million dollars over four years. To appreciate
the magnitude of the problem, one must extrapolate, imagining dozens of sophisticated
Chinese money brokers organizing hundreds,
if not thousands, of cash pick-ups and drops
throughout the U.S. every day.
Addressing this new reality requires a
dramatic shift by U.S. and Chinese financial
institutions. U.S. compliance efforts should
focus on cash deposits and the issuance of
cashier’s checks where Chinese MLOs are
known to operate. A substantial increase in
the issuance of cashier’s checks — key to
some laundering cycles — is a hallmark of
the new method.
Another way is through attacking its efficiency by creating doubts about its reliability.
Law enforcement must impose new barriers.
The December 2021 executive order implementing sanctions on those in the narcotics
trade should be used to deny involved parties
access to the international financial network.
One reason the Chinese MLOs are successful
is because they are trusted. Remove trust in
the network and the house of cards will fall.
*****
Christopher Urben is a managing director
based in the Washington, D.C., office of Nardello & Co., a global investigations firm. He
previously worked for 25 years with the U.S.
Drug Enforcement Administration, where he
was responsible for developing and leading
sensitive global undercover DEA operations
that dismantled several of the most significant
transnational criminal organizations.
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Enough of analogies with Hitler
By José Azel
Reductio ad Hitlerum, by reduction to Hitler, is a term coined
in 1951 by University of Chicago
professor Leo Strauss (1899-1973).
With Reductio ad Hitlerum, Professor Strauss wanted to show that
playing the Nazi card is an attempt
to invalidate someone’s position on
the grounds that the same criteria
were held by Adolf Hitler or the
Nazi Party. For example, Nazi Germany was against smoking; if you
are too, you are a Nazi. Or, Hitler
was a vegetarian, so vegetarianism
is bad. Essentially, Reductio ad Hitlerum is a technique of undermining
debate by accusing the opponent of
being a Nazi.
According to Strauss, a view is
not refuted by the fact that it was
shared by Hitler, and Reductio ad
Hitlerum proposes an unfair reasoning of guilt by association. If a
policy is similar to one advocated
by Hitler, then that proves that such
policy is undesirable. Reductio ad
Hitlerum also takes the form of
deliberately impugning ideas by
implying that Hitler held similar
ideas. Commentator Glen Beck is
often criticized for using Reductio
ad Hitlerum, for example comparing the U.S. government’s National
Endowment for the Arts to Hitler’s
Ministry of Propaganda under Joseph Goebbels.
Sometimes both sides in an
argument unthinkingly accuse the
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other of Hitler-like behavior. For
example, Second Amendment
gun-owning advocates point out
that Hitler, the dictator, carried out
massive gun confiscations. Similarly, supporters of gun control accuse their opponents of Hitler-like
behavior in wanting to deregulate
gun ownership.
As it happens, when Hitler
came to power, gun ownership was
restricted under the arms control
provisions of the 1919 Treaty of
Versailles, and Hitler deregulated
the acquisition of long guns and
ammunition. Actually, Germany
was disarmed under Allied Occupation at the end of World War II.
There is even a rule for the use
of analogies with Hitler. Godwin’s
Law, promulgated by American
lawyer and author Mike Godwin,

is an internet adage stating that: “If
an argument goes on, the chance
of a comparison involving Hitler
approaches 100 percent.” In other
words, regardless of the topic,
if a discussion goes on too long
someone will compare the other or
something to Hitler-like behavior.
Godwin introduced this principle as a “memetic” tool hoping
to reduce the incidence of inappropriate hyperbolic comparisons
with Hitler. As a result, a tradition
has developed in newsgroups and
other discussion forums that when a
comparison is made with Hitler the
discussion ends and whoever made
the comparison loses the debate.
Excellent idea.
Presidents Trump and Obama
have been victims of accusations
of reduction to Hitler. Those who
do intend to accuse them of pure
evil. But the problem with reducing
Hitler to politics and other everyday
debates is that it trivializes the sheer
evil of the Holocaust. As such, accusations of reduction to Hitler are
offensive to the Jewish community
and to those who have suffered the
consequences of Nazi ideology.
Nazi ideology united elements
of antisemitism, racial hygiene,
and eugenics. He combined those
abhorrent concepts with pan-Germanism and territorial expansionism. Reducing Hitler is a lazy,
unimaginative accusation. It is not
intellectually acceptable to demon-

ize opponents over inconsequential
political differences by associating
them with the horrors of the Holocaust.
I have visited the concentration and extermination camps at
Auschwitz and Brzezinka, where
at least 1.1 million people died,
90 percent of them Jews. I have
walked in somber silence among
the exhibits and barracks that
highlight Nazi brutality, exposed
first-hand by survivors like Elie
Wiesel and Viktor Frankl. And I
find it appalling that we choose to
criticize someone’s political positions by referring to the atrocities
of Auschwitz.
During World War II the Allies

ON THE HOLMES FRONT

failed to act on reports of barbarism
taking place at Auschwitz. It is
ironic that, once again, we diminish
Nazi barbarism with the frivolous
use of Nazi analogies. It is time to
remove the reduction to Hitler from
our speeches and writings.
*****
José Azel left Cuba in 1961 as a
13 year-old political exile in what
has been dubbed Operation Pedro
Pan — the largest unaccompanied
child refugee movement in the history of the Western Hemisphere.
He is currently dedicated to the indepth analyses of Cuba’s economic,
social and political state, with a
keen interest in post-Castro-Cuba
strategies.

Welcome to Biden’s “breeding ground” of Islamic terror

By Frank Holmes
The Biden administration completed its withdrawal from Afghanistan exactly one year ago this week
— and congressional Republicans
are still busy counting up the people
killed, abandoned, or stranded by
his lies.
It turns out the Biden administration lied about the number of
Americans left behind enemy lines
— by about 900 percent. And many
of the Afghan allies he hung out to
dry took their knowledge — and
our weapons — to Iran, or they
may be negotiating to turn them
over to China.
Many of the details are in a
115-page interim report released
by the Republican members of the
House Armed Services Committee
on Monday, the anniversary of the
withdrawal.
With one year’s hindsight, Congressman Michael McCaul, R-T.X.,
called Biden’s handling of the withdrawal “an unmitigated disaster of
epic proportions.”
“There was no plan,” he said.
Thanks to Biden’s poorly executed withdrawal, Afghanistan has
now reverted “to a pre-9/11 state”
and become “a breeding ground for
terrorism.” Under the leadership of
the Taliban, McCaul told CNN’s
Jake Tapper on Monday, the nation
“will be a threat to the (U.S.) homeland in a matter of time.”
“This is going to be a stain on
this president and this presidency,”
said McCaul, (a military veteran).
“I think he is going to have blood
on his hands for what they did.”
Of course, the president and
his party don’t agree. Biden called
the evacuation an “extraordinary
success.”
The report guts that idea. America basically relied on the Taliban
to keep the Kabul airport secure
during the waning days of our nation’s 20-year military occupation
— and outsourcing U.S. security

Concha

to Muslim fundamentalists led to
a suicide bombing that killed 13
American soldiers and more than
200 Afghan civilians. Biden didn’t
take that lying down: He responded
with a drone attack — that killed 10
more innocent civilians.
Of course, President Biden also
called this summer’s killing of
al-Qaeda’s second-in-command,
Ayman al-Zawahiri, a great triumph… even though the terrorist
mastermind was living in the capital
of Afghanistan, apparently with the
knowledge of the Taliban.
One of the report’s most damning estimates is the number of
people left behind: “At the end of
last August, Anthony Blinken announced that the total of those left
in Afghanistan was 100 individuals.
Officials peg the number today of
those taken out since that August
deadline to be around 800, with
the total likely over 1,000, taking
into account those airlifted by the
private enterprises,” wrote Brad
Slager at RedState.com. “This goes
far to extend the level of incompe-

(Continued from Page 17)
much money off of Trump,” Stelter said.
No, Koppel wasn’t playing for laughs
but making an obvious point. And on cue,
after Trump left the stage in January 2021,
CNN’s ratings fell to lows not seen since the
beginning of the century. The precipitous
drop included Stelter’s show, which in June
saw its lowest ratings since 2001.
Zucker’s replacement, Chris Licht, was
brought in to change the company’s fortunes
and overall culture.
“This is a time of change, and I know that
it’s unsettling,” Licht told staffers on Friday,
according to the Daily Beast. “There will be
more changes and you might not understand
it or like it all.”
This wasn’t about just ratings, of course,
but also credibility. During the Biden era,
Stelter’s fawning interviews with Biden
administration officials revealed how hyperpartisan the once-serious show analyzing
the crossroads between media and politics
had become.
“What does the press get wrong when

tence exhibited in this withdrawal
effort, as now we are seeing the
possibility the administration only
acknowledged about 10 percent of
those actually left behind.”
The Biden administration also
left behind an estimated $7 billion
in U.S. equipment, which immediately fell into the hands of the
Taliban. …Well, most of it did.
Some of it landed in Iran.
“A ‘significant’ number of Afghan special forces and about 3,000
Afghan security forces, including
high ranking officers, crossed the
border into Iran,” the report reveals.
“Some brought military equipment
and vehicles with them. We believe
this happened because they were
not evacuated by the U.S. or our
allies, and therefore had no other
option.”
In other words, the Biden administration abandoned them, and
they immediately sprang across the
border to Iran, the world’s leading
state sponsor of terrorism.
That’s terrible news, because
these forces got their combat train-

covering Biden’s agenda? When you watch
the news, when you read the news, what do
you think we get wrong?” Stelter once asked
then-White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki,
a former CNN employee, during a Reliable
Sources interview.
“Do you fear that given the craziness

ing from the U.S. military. “The
recruitment of former Afghan
military and intelligence personnel
poses a major national security risk
due to the fact these Afghan personnel know the U.S. military and
intelligence community’s tactics,
techniques, and procedures,” the
report notes.
Rep. Michael Waltz, R., F.L.,
who is also a veteran, said since
“these commandos are trained,
highly trained, on how we do signals intelligence, how we do human
intelligence, how we operate,”
Kabul’s terrorist-aligned Taliban
leaders “are hunting them down.
They are seeking to force them
through coercion to hand over that
information so that they can use it.”
Russia and China would like to
get their hands on that information
— and those former U.S. allies —
as well.
So far, the president and his
allies have done little to push back
on the report, although an official
memo called it a “partisan” document filled with “cherry-picked”

we’re seeing from the GOP, do you fear that
for our kids, your kids and mine?” he asked
Psaki later in the interview.
The media reporter’s departure comes
a week after Jeffrey Toobin announced he
wouldn’t be rejoining the network. In 2020,
Toobin was infamously seen pleasuring

information. A few spokespeople
tried to blame the withdrawal on a
plan negotiated by President Donald Trump, the Doha Agreement
— but the report refutes that charge.
“The 2020 Doha Agreement negotiated by the former administration was predicated on conditions
by the Taliban that were not being
met — specifically cutting their
close ties to terrorist entities like al
Qaeda,” the report points out. “In
addition, President Biden has since
admitted he would have withdrawn
even without the Doha Agreement.”
Besides, critics say, Biden dismissed every other Trump policy.
Why keep this one?
The Washington Post called the
report “an apparent blueprint for a
deeper investigation of the president and his top advisers should
the GOP win the House majority
in November’s midterm elections”
— a fact Republican leaders in
both chambers of Congress readily
admit.
“The American people demand
accountability,” said Senator Rick
Scott, R-F.L., who’s heading up
Republican efforts to take back the
Senate this fall.
“Republicans demand answers
— and we will get them,” promised
Republican House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy, R-Calif., the
odds-on favorite to become Speaker
of the House if Republicans push
the Democrats out of the majority
less than three months from now.
Republicans have to be careful
to get to the bottom of this mishandled, murderous mission without
giving the impression they want to
take America back into a war that
the vast majority of voters — of all
parties — are glad we finally left.
*****
Frank Holmes is a veteran
journalist and an outspoken conservative that talks about the news
that was in his weekly article, “On
The Holmes Front.”

himself during a work Zoom call as female
coworkers looked on. For this breach of
journalist ethics (if that’s what it can be
called), The New Yorker, where Toobin had
been employed for nearly 20 years, fired him.
But CNN merely put him on paid vacation
for a few months before bringing him back.
Again, credibility matters — and Discovery
execs and Licht appear to be trying to clean
things up.
Brian Stelter will be just fine. He’ll probably jump to MSNBC or return to a job he
once had as a media reporter for The New
York Times.
CNN is undergoing change. The changes,
we’re told, will continue. More employees,
unfortunately, will be axed.
The question is: Can CNN return to the
network it was in the days of Bernard Shaw?
In a media environment that increasingly
values sizzle over steak and partisan opinion
over straight reporting, that may be a very
difficult task.
Joe Concha is a media and politics columnist and a Fox News contributor.
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The lies that blind American citizens

The truth can sometimes hurt, but not as much as bald-faced falsehoods

By Robert Knight
It’s not healthy when citizens
automatically discount whatever
the government or media tell them.
That’s what happens in totalitarian countries like North Korea,
China or Venezuela.
We have this now in America,
thanks to a ruling elite who lie ever
more boldly. Girls can be boys.
Men can be women. The border is
secure. Inflation is all in your head.
COVID-19 will kill you unless
you do exactly what we tell you
to do. Socialism brings wealth and
“equity” to all.
The COVID-19 pandemic
spawned a fountain of lies. The
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, assisted by Big Tech,
censored all alternative views. In
the name of “science,” they banned
even honest questions. Facebook
removed any posts that reasonably
suggested the virus most likely
came from a Wuhan, China, lab that
made viruses more lethal.
Ignoring the First Amendment,
Biden officials ordered Big Tech
to censor all COVID-related “disinformation.” This included posts
by credible doctors who said the
vaccines did not prevent infection
or transmission. The censorship
continued even after CDC Director Rochelle Walensky admitted
this. They also lied about masks,
therapeutic treatments and natural
immunity and downplayed adverse

reactions to the shots.
We’re still told that healthy
children, even babies, desperately
need the vaccines, even though the
virus poses no threat to them and
never did.
We were informed that locking
down the economy, closing schools
and churches and quarantining
healthy people were absolutely
necessary. None of it was. It caused
enormous damage, but it did help
oust former President Donald
Trump, whose roaring economy had
him heading for reelection.
Today, monkeypox has health
authorities reusing the “everybody
is equally at risk” lie used in the
1980s AIDS epidemic among gay
men. “We don’t want to stigmatize
sexual behavior,” said the dean of
public health at George Washington
University. No, we wouldn’t want
to stop the raves or sex club parties.
That wouldn’t be “inclusive.”

“Anyone can get monkeypox,”
the American College Health Association stated, “so campuses should
communicate it as a public health
concern for all … it is important
that communications convey compassion, reduce stigma and address
equity.”
But not offer sound advice
to cease behavior that spreads
the disease. Health czar Anthony
Fauci used this song sheet during
the 1980s, and he sang the same
tune for COVID-19. He told gay
men to keep doing whatever, just
wear “protection” while doing it.
Wink wink.
The BLM/antifa riots that swept
hundreds of cities in 2020? They
were “mostly peaceful.” Then
there’s the Russian collusion hoax,
the phone call impeachment, “the
most secure election in history” and
the Jan. 6 Capitol riot being cast as
an “insurrection.”

And so it goes. Remember
when President Biden claimed
that the Inflation Reduction Act
wouldn’t affect anyone making
under $400,000? It was a lie. On a
51 to 50 vote, Democrats rejected
a Republican amendment barring
the Internal Revenue Service from
auditing anyone making less than
$400,000. Democrats have transformed the IRS into the Incredible
Hulk, armed with 87,000 new
agents and an $80 billion budget
to wring dollars out of the middle
class. Have we mentioned that
Democrats insist they love the
middle class? Yes. Like a glutton
loves his lunch.
How about the few Democrat
senators talking tough on immigration? It’s a lie. They pretended
to support an amendment keeping
Title 42, Mr. Trump’s COVID-19
policy allowing quick expulsion of
illegal aliens. But it was a fake vote
before the real one.
“Catch the trick?” The Wall
Street Journal asked. “With a
wave of their hands, six Senate
Democrats gained the ability to tell
constituents they voted for border
security despite opposing the measure when it counted.”
Confronted with bald-faced
official lies, people do one of three
things; they tune it all out, they get
angry and fight back, or they resort
to dark humor. The latter can pose
a real threat.

As evidence, Babylon Bee CEO
Seth Dillon notes how his Christian-based satire site is constantly
subjected to absurd “fact checks.”
The Bee’s post, “Ninth Circuit
Court Overturns Death of Ruth
Bader Ginsburg,” actually prompted USA Today to call the court and
issue a footnoted report, he said.
Twitter suspended the Bee for
naming Rachel Levine, the transgender assistant Health and Human
Services secretary, as “Man of the
Year.” Twitter will reinstate the Bee
only if it confesses to “hate speech,”
Mr. Dillon said, adding, “That’s
never going to happen.”
This past week, the Bee took on
the insanity of “affirming” children
in whatever sexual identity they
claim to be. Under “Health,” the
headline says: “Boston Children’s
Hospital Throws Child Off Roof
After She Claims To Be A Bird.”
After noting the injured child
was being treated, “the hospital
is standing by its decision to fling
the child off the roof to affirm their
right to flight.”
A doctor explains, “Always affirm your child’s felt needs, never
correct or counsel them. If they
want to fly, don’t take their wings!”
The truth can sometimes hurt,
but not as much as lies.
*****
Robert Knight is a columnist for
The Washington Times. His website
is roberthknight.com.

We’ve put America’s children last — and it shows

By Ashley Darcy Mahoney,
Danielle Altares Sarik and Aparna Kumar
Recently, COVID-19 vaccines were
approved for young children ages 6 months
to 5 years. To some it may seem like life is
getting back to normal. But, after two years
of social isolation, unprecedented loss of
parents and family members and economic
uncertainty, life has not returned to normal
for our youngest citizens.
Children are often a policy afterthought,
as they have no voice and little political
capital. This has especially been true during
the pandemic. Evidence tells us that we have
failed our children as we have observed rising
rates of depression and anxiety, social and
emotional concerns, routine immunization
deferrals, and of course, academic declines
likely caused by absenteeism and decreased
in-person instruction days.
Over the past two plus years schools and
daycares — social safety nets for many —
closed abruptly with no alternatives provided.
Data recently shared by the Biden administration show that post-pandemic America’s
students are on average two to four months
behind in key subjects such as reading and
math.
While COVID-19 vaccines for adults
were rapidly developed, our youngest still
predominantly remain unvaccinated. Vaccine
hesitancy among parents may also continue to
exacerbate the challenges that children face.
Across the board, specialists who focus on the
health and wellbeing of children — teachers,
pediatricians and child care workers — are
among the lowest paid. This is evidence of
the value, or lack of value, that we place on
the care of our children.
Data sources tell us that the pandemic has
worsened children’s mental health. Numerous studies suggest that children are more
anxious, have more problems sleeping, more
problems paying attention, feel sadder, and
are more likely to engage in self-injurious

or self-harm behaviors than during pre-pandemic times. Across all age groups, but especially for adolescents, social isolation (a key
component of late adolescent development)
has increased. And yet, services for mental
health support have not increased; some
have even become less accessible or moved
to virtual only.
We applaud recent efforts to fund community mental health and preventative programs.
Nearly $35 million dollars have been allocated to strengthen such organizations, but it is
just a drop in the bucket.
However, improving children’s mental
health is more complex than increasing
funding and supporting existing networks.
Destigmatizing access to mental health care
and making services available in the daily
lives of children is key. It is about increasing
social connections, creating networks for
mentorship, increasing programs to teach
children about self-care and mental wellness and increasing the technical support
for people already in children’s lives such
as sports coaches, mentors, faith leaders and
other community group members. Some of
this is supported by grant funding through

Health and Human Services. But other services require greater collaboration within
our health care, education, health and social
support systems.
Solutions exist, but we need political will
and social investment to make them a reality.
This discussion is timely given a confluence
of factors related to the early childhood
programs and realizing the best return on
investment of our public dollars. Federal and
state spending on children in all 50 states is
largely directed at school-age children and
adolescents, despite clear evidence showing
the importance of early child development
experiences. We do not prioritize spending
on our youngest children.
The American Rescue Plan (ARP), passed
in March 2021 through bipartisan support,
offers some opportunities and some hope.
The ARP, at $1.9 trillion dollars, has multiple funding streams that we could use to
advocate for and support children’s health
and social development. However, because
this money is being allocated to state and
local governments, it is up to each to decide
how to spend their money. And to be clear,
children are rarely chosen.

The ARP allocates $200 million for the
Nurse Corps Loan Repayment Program —
these funds could be allocated to prioritize
nurses who choose to work in underserved
populations, provide care to pediatric patients, or work in school or mental health settings, where they are integral to the health of
children (and often underpaid, understaffed
and asked to do superhuman tasks).
One of the untapped and underappreciated
resources to support the health of children is
our school nurse team. As a start, we need
funds to ensure that there is a school nurse
available in each school, in order to safeguard
and care for children’s health. We know that
many children don’t have access to regular
healthcare, but the majority of children do
attend school, and as such school nurses are
well positioned to provide a safety net, in
partnership with counselors and therapists,
as well as pediatric health providers.
As parents and pediatric clinicians, it’s all
too clear to us that we are in uncharted waters. As we contemplate the way forward, we
must center our children, their well-being and
their futures. Meeting the challenges that face
our children will require a concerted effort
between parents, policymakers, clinicians
and schools.
*****
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Inflation Reduction Act is the problem, not the solution

By Star Parker
A central pillar of the just-passed
Inflation Reduction Act is $80 billion going to the IRS to hire some
87,000 new agents, doubling the
current force, to chase down U.S.
taxpayers who allegedly are not
meeting their tax obligations.
The rationale is we have a large
national budget deficit — that is,
government is bringing in less
money than it spends — so a larger
army of IRS agents chasing down
tax deadbeats will help solve our
nation’s fiscal problems.
But in this same new law in
which U.S. taxpayers are asked to
spend $80 billion to hire more IRS
agents to shake down their neighbors who are supposedly not paying
their fair share, there is $430 billion
in new government spending, a
large portion of which is earmarked
for green energy projects of various
shapes and forms.
At the same time that we’re expanding our army of tax collectors,
we continue to expand government
and spending at an even faster pace.
The Congressional Budget Office has just released its latest
Long-Term Budget Outlook, and

here we get a broader picture of
the problem.
According to the report, “From
1972 to 2021, total federal outlays
averaged 21 percent of GDP; over
2022-2052 period, such outlays are
projected to average 26 percent of
GDP.”
The Congressional Budget Office projects that government will
take an average of 5 percent more
from our national economy in the
next 30 years than it did on average
over the last 50 years.
Our GDP in 2022 is roughly
$25 trillion. At 26 percent of GDP,

government spending will be over
a trillion dollars more than it would
have been at 21 percent.
A trillion dollars more in spending on average per year, with another 87,000 IRS agents running after
taxpayers to make sure they pay up.
So, the bigger army of tax collectors is about helping raise money
to finance ongoing expansion of
government and increasing control
of government over the lives of
private Americans.
Why, as someone whose business is trying to improve the lives
of low-income Americans, do I care

about this?
Turning pages forward in the
CBO report, we get to the really
shocking information.
From 1992 to 2021, per CBO,
the average growth of the U.S.
economy was 2.4 percent per year.
CBO projects that from 2022 to
2052 the average growth of the
U.S. economy will be 1.7 percent
per year.
This should shock every American, and it’s getting hardly any
attention.
The more our national economy
is controlled by government and
politicians, the more sluggish will
be growth of our economy. It stands
to reason. Growth comes from entrepreneurs, work, creativity. More
government means less of all these
things and slower growth.
Slower growth means lower
income and less opportunity.
Anyone who cares about helping those who want to get ahead
in America should be cheering for
faster growth and less government
rather than more government and
slower growth.
Hoover Institution economist
John Cochrane has pointed out

that from 1950 to 2000, the U.S.
economy grew at 3.5 percent per
year. Real income per person went
from $16,000 in 1950 to $50,000
in 2000. If the economy grew from
1950 to 2000 at 2 percent instead
of 3.5 percent, notes Cochrane,
income in 2000 would have risen
to just $23,000 rather than $50,000.
It’s why, as someone who cares
about helping low-income Americans get ahead and improve their
lot, I care about a growing dynamic
economy, not a bloated, sclerotic
economy controlled by politicians
and Washington special interests.
The so-called Inflation Reduction Act takes matters in the
exact opposite direction in which
we should be going. Pretending
to care about the nation’s fiscal
imbalances while adding $430
billion in new spending, all of it
driven and defined by Washington
special interests, is the problem, not
the solution.
*****
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Mar-a-Lago raid gave the GOP
an unexpected second wind
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By Douglas E. Schoen
The FBI’s unprecedented
search of former President Donald
Trump’s Mar-a-Lago home leaves
serious questions unanswered about
what federal crimes Trump may or
may not have committed while in
office and sets the stage for one of
the most politically divisive public
investigations of an elected official
that the country has ever endured.
On Aug. 8, federal agents seized
11 boxes of classified documents
— including highly classified
government materials, potentially
containing nuclear information —
from Trump’s Florida home.
Contrary to what Trump and other Republican officials have said,
we have no reason to believe that
the FBI and Department of Justice
are not acting in good faith and
abiding by the law. The American
people deserve full transparency
from their government, especially
given the likelihood that Trump
seeks the presidency again in 2024.
That being said, given how polarizing a figure Trump is — and
how deeply divided the country is
— the search likely will not change
many voters’ minds when it comes
to deciding which party to support
in November’s midterm elections,
especially given that Trump himself
is not on the ballot. However, it may
further galvanize an already-enthused Republican base to the

detriment of the Democratic Party.
While a majority of Americans
(54 percent) approve of the FBI’s
search, there are strong partisan
divides — Democrats overwhelmingly (86 percent) approve of the
search, compared to just 21 percent of Republicans, according to
new Economist/YouGov polling.
While Independents favor, rather
than oppose, the FBI’s actions by
a 10-point margin (47 percent to
37 percent), less than half outright
support the search.
The same poll found that, following the search, Republicans
have a 14-point voter enthusiasm
advantage over Democrats this
year — as two-thirds (66 percent)
of Republicans say they are “more
enthusiastic” about voting in this
year’s midterms compared to previous years, versus 52 percent of

the Democrats.
While the G.O.P. may benefit
from increased turnout in 2022 as
a result of the search, in the long
run, the party’s continuing focus on
Trump’s grievances — especially if
he did, in fact, commit the crimes he
is accused of — could be detrimental to their future political viability.
Within hours of the FBI’s search,
Trump and many prominent congressional Republicans echoed a
familiar talking point, decrying the
investigation as politically motivated. Most egregiously, some in the
party — the same members who
have railed against the political
left’s ‘defund the police’ movement
for the last two years — began
attacking law enforcement and
calling to defund the FBI.
Even without knowing what the
FBI found — or whether the former

president committed a crime —
Republicans’ reaction to the search
serves as another reminder to swing
voters, Independents and moderate
Republicans of how far away the
Republican Party has moved away
from its core principles.
The Republican Party’s best
path to remaining politically viable
in the long-term is to develop a
forward-looking and constructive
agenda that prioritizes fiscal prudence, lowering taxes, increasing
public safety, strengthening our
Southern border, promoting individual liberties and empowering
parents to have more control over
their child’s education.
Echoing Donald Trump’s grievances — whether about the FBI’s
search of his home, the investigation into his businesses or the 2020
election — is counterproductive to
the Republican Party’s long-term
political goals. This isolates swing
voters, Independents and moderate
‘never-Trump’ Republicans, who
are concerned about addressing the
challenges of today and, frankly, are
eager to put Trump behind them.
Yet, Republican lawmakers’
reaction to the FBI’s search makes
it clear that the party’s base is still
deeply loyal to Trump, who has
been politically resuscitated by this
investigation after it momentarily
seemed like his star within the
G.O.P. was slowly fading.

Prior to the Mar-a-Lago search,
Trump was slowly but surely losing
steam among Republican voters,
aside from his most ardent supporters. But in the aftermath, Trump’s
lead over his most formidable
2024 rival, Florida Governor Ron
DeSantis, widened by 10-points.
Trump now leads DeSantis 57 percent to 17 percent among registered
Republicans, according to Politico/
Morning Consult polling.
Ultimately, the GOP’s response
to the FBI’s search underscores
that — much to the chagrin of many
rank-and-file Republicans — the
Republican Party is still Donald
Trump’s party.
Moreover, if this investigation
does not find that Trump committed any crimes — or more likely,
does not find that he committed
any very serious crimes — the
FBI’s actions will have cemented
Donald Trump’s place as the 2024
Republican nominee for president,
setting back the establishment’s
efforts to finally move on from
Donald Trump.
*****
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When did Biden first tip off the ‘fix was in’?
By Joseph Farah
I remember watching Joe Biden “campaigning” for president in 2020.
It was a joke.
Do you remember?
He would seldom leave his house in Delaware. He didn’t have anything to say.
I thought to myself, “This is going to be
easy. Donald Trump is going to eat his lunch.”
Trump was like the Energizer Bunny vs. the
campaign that wasn’t.
But I will never forget something Biden
said June 10, 2020.
He may have tipped off that this election
would be rigged.
It was in a letter the campaign wrote so
Biden couldn’t botch it up.
It was the first time the topic of “election
disinformation” came up.
“Tens of millions of Americans rely on
Facebook as a news source,” the letter quoted
Biden. “But the company continues to amplify misinformation and lets candidates pay to
target and confuse voters with lies.”
Now get this. The letter had these specifics
for Facebook, which surprised CEO Mark
Zuckerberg, who probably thought he was
doing enough for Biden in terms of millions
of dollars going to Democratic voter outreach
in swing states, like Wisconsin’s famous
nursing-home scam in which caretakers cast
votes 99 percent for Biden without even
asking their charges — some of them were
comatose.
But no sir. This is what the Biden campaign was asking:
—Promoting authoritative and trustworthy sources of election information, rather
than the rants of bad actors and conspiracy
theorists;
—Promptly removing false, viral information;
—Preventing political candidates and
PACs from using paid advertising to spread

lies and misinformation — especially within
two weeks of election day;
—Having clear rules — applied universally, with no exceptions for the president
— that prohibit threats and lies about how
to participate in the election.
Here’s how Zuckerbucks reacted.
“We live in a democracy, where the
elected officials decide the rules around campaigns,” the company protested. “Two weeks
ago the President of the United States issued
an executive order directing Federal agencies
to prevent social media sites from engaging
in activities like fact-checking political statements. This week, the Democratic candidate
for President started a petition calling on us
to do the exact opposite.
“Just as they have done with broadcast
networks — where the U.S. government
prohibits rejecting politicians’ campaign
ads — the people’s elected representatives
should set the rules, and we will follow them.
There is an election coming in November and
we will protect political speech, even when
we strongly disagree with it,” Facebook
continued.
Facebook was one of several social networks facing a backlash from users over its

response to posts from politicians that were
deemed false, misleading, violent or inflammatory. Twitter made the decision to place a
warning label on Trump’s tweet for “violent
rhetoric” — and users had to dismiss the label
before even reading it.
Five months after the Biden letter, it was
clear what happened. We all had our suspicions about why. Let’s just say the nation
was in shock. It would take many months for
people to see the movie “2000 Mules” that
showed us just how the election was stolen.
On Nov. 9, 2020, it was clear enough that
Big Tech had stolen the election through
portraying the mega-story by the New York
Post about Hunter Biden as “Russian disinformation.”
A post-election poll conducted by McLaughlin & Associates showed that 36
percent of Biden voters were not aware of
the evidence linking Joe Biden to corrupt
financial dealings with China through his son
Hunter. Thirteen percent of these voters (or
4.6 percent of Biden’s total vote) said that
had they known these facts, they would not
have voted for Biden.
Such a shift away from Biden would have
meant President Trump would have won
reelection with 289 electoral votes.
Suddenly, it became clear to all media —
Fox News included — that protesting elections in America was very un-American. It
didn’t matter what new information came up.
It didn’t matter how many people believed it.
Fox had called the election for Biden — early
— and though their election experts were let
go, they were standing by it.
Biden won fair and square — and that’s
all there was to it, went the narrative.
It wasn’t always this way.
The biggest election ever decided by
mail-in voting, because of a pandemic,
greatly changed the media’s curiosity about
that practice.

Here’s a collection of some reports by leftwing media outlets, the type we will never
see again if America does not do something
about Big Tech:
The New York Times (2012) wrote:
“Votes cast by mail are less likely to be
counted, more likely to be compromised
and more likely to be contested than those
cast in a voting booth, statistics show,” in an
article headlined “Error and Fraud at Issue
as Absentee Voting Rises.”
The Washington Post (2012) wrote a piece
that stated, “It may still be possible to steal
an American election,” citing a case in which
“conspirators allegedly bought off absentee
voters” and “faked absentee ballots.”
MSNBC (2014) appealed to authority
in a piece by illustrating: “Indeed, election
experts say absentee ballot fraud is the most
common form of organized voter fraud,
since, because of the secret ballot, there’s
no way to ensure that an in-person voter is
voting for the candidate he promised to.”
Slate (2016) acknowledged in a piece
headlined “Voter Fraud Exists. Republican
Restrictions Won’t Stop It” that “The vast
majority of voter fraud prosecutions touted
by conservative groups like [T]he Heritage
Foundation involve absentee ballots that
were illegally cast. And the only voting fraud
schemes with the potential to actually swing
elections involved mail-in ballots.”
Do you miss the free press yet?
*****
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Millions of voices on both sides of the
political divide would agree that our country
is burdened with some of the least-serious
“leaders” in our history. Some of them are
partisan political hacks who seem to be more
concerned with their own reelection and the
advancement of their party than with the
welfare of their constituents.
But, like it or not, from within that political universe, we still have that ruling
two-party system. With regard to the 2024

presidential election, the Republican Party
has all but inked in its dance card with the
names of Trump, Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis
and possibly former vice president Mike
Pence, along with a few outliers, such as
former South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley
and Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin, who are
trying to cut in.
Whoever does make up the final GOP
ticket two years from now, most Republican
voters are likely to eagerly vote for it. That
begs two immediate questions: Who will
make up the Democratic ticket? And will
Democratic voters eagerly vote for it?
Some folks, including some Democrats,
believe that the shifting political ground is
tilting some once “guaranteed” Democratic
voters more toward the Republican side of
the landscape. If true, part of the reasoning
for this is that voters have paid a real price
for the past three years of pandemic and political turmoil and are quickly losing faith in
not only President Biden — who even many
in the left-leaning media now say should
not run again — but also in Vice President
Kamala Harris.
No matter your political affiliation or
ideology, it would be foolhardy not to acknowledge that a seismic disturbance is
taking place. One party not only seems ready
for it but is hoping to capitalize upon it. The

other may need to review the pros and cons
of their expected presidential ticket, and also
the issues that might appeal most to poor,
working-class, and disenfranchised voters.
Some on the far left continue to push for
the correct usage of pronouns and the recognition and punishment of microaggressions.
Others from the more centrist, pragmatic
wing of the Democratic Party are trying to
identify commonsense solutions to help those
going through tough times and to find the
best standard-bearer to articulate their vision.
Is Harris that person? Some would say
“yes,” but there may be a groundswell
building within the party’s rank-and-file
membership that a new slate must be presented in 2024 for the Democrats to have
any hope of retaining the White House. And
if that’s the case, what’s the backup plan to
Kamala Harris?
Surely, the power brokers across the
Democratic spectrum have a list of potential
candidates, don’t they?
*****
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Surely the Democrats have a backup plan to Kamala Harris
By Douglas MacKinnon
Between the embarrassing defeat of Rep.
Liz Cheney (R-Wyo.), about whom the partisan left couldn’t care less other than to employ her as a tool to hammer Donald Trump,
to Hollywood slowly but surely walking
away from box office-crushing woke dogma,
my reading of the tea leaves tells me that the
political ground is shifting around us. Is that
shift more to the Republican/conservative
right? Some say yes; others will scream no.
We’ll soon find out who’s correct.
Regardless of who benefits, though, I
see a political recalibration taking place. It
seems to be an emergency reassessment convened by the nation’s most powerful special
interest group: the American people. These
are Americans — and more to the point,
American voters — who are being crushed
by the real-life problems that those currently
in power are creating or not solving.
Going back to Hollywood for a moment,
in the movie “The American President,”
fictional President Andrew Shepherd, played
by Michael Douglas, rightfully declares from
the podium in the White House press room:
“Everybody knows America isn’t easy. America is advanced citizenship. You gotta want it
bad, ‘cause it’s gonna put up a fight. … We
have serious problems to solve, and we need
serious people to solve them.”
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Abortion — religion, science, Constitution, policy

By David Webb
This is, and has been, a conversation
I’ve had on and off the radio many times.
It requires intellectual thought and personal
beliefs to be properly placed whether in
agreement or disagreement. Sometimes, there
isn’t an answer. In my decades of talk radio, I
found it almost cathartic to honestly say there
isn’t an answer that will satisfy a personal
belief. Some will read this article and assign
a position to me. If so, you did not grasp my
intent. I have deliberately not included any
personal viewpoint. Can you, however you
feel about the issue of abortion, do the same?
Now that Roe v. Wade has been decided
by the Supreme Court, let’s not forget Dobbs
v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization in
Mississippi. The 2018 state law that banned
abortion operations after the first 15 weeks of
pregnancy was upheld by the Supreme Court.
Abortion was not banned in the United States.
Religion, science and the Constitution
are not necessarily exclusive of each other.
There is a difference between “belief” and
“system.” Belief is individual. The system
should work for individual beliefs but not
necessarily to the exclusion of others. In a
properly functioning society, there are outer
boundaries where belief cannot cross. In
some cases, the red line, as it’s often referred
to, is not so easy to define.
Religion
Those who believe, as many denominations prescribe, that life begins at conception have an absolute right to their belief.
They have a right to act individually as they
believe. Yet the imposition of this belief on
others with divergent opinions is a contradiction if you believe in individual liberty.

Science
Science, as a principle of discovery, is not
perfect and continues to evolve with the goal
of providing better understanding.
Science has evolved significantly since
the 1973 Roe v. Wade decision. Since then,
science, through a variety of methods including sonograms, various medical scans
and advanced DNA technology, can identify viability and increase the possibility
of a successful pregnancy at much earlier
stages. Even problematic pregnancies can
be successful. Many nations, because of scientific advancements, have a 12-week limit
on abortions.
Similarly, scientific advancements also
allow physicians to identify dangerous
pregnancies that are not viable and may be
a significant threat to the life of the mother.
The Constitution
Our individual rights as American citizens

are sacrosanct. It is often difficult for one to
disagree with another’s belief and at the same
time respect that person’s right to their belief.
In the case of abortion, this is often a conflict
of religious belief, emotion, and logic. This
is a point of disagreement and, to be fair one,
that will not be fully reconciled.
Policy
Republican state legislatures can get it
wrong. Policy is difficult because it cannot
always be guided by a singular definitive
point. Lawmakers who seek to remove
abortion without any medical exceptions, or
in such cases as rape or incest, are wrong in
attempting to dictate another person’s situation as an absolute or what the individual
may have to reconcile, religious or otherwise.
This singular and intellectual point will anger
some and not others.
There are always exceptions in life, and
while the exception most often should not

become the norm, exceptions exist. A pregnancy from rape or incest in any form is a
controversial part of the policy discussion. It
is not as simple as the life or potential life in
the womb, however one defines it. There is
another life to be considered, that of a woman
who must face a life-altering reality on top of
a horrific crime. An unanswerable question is,
how do you protect the life of one and the life
of the other? Both have value. Who decides?
There is a generational factor that must be
included in this discussion. This is not just
about abortion. It is not just about Republican
voters. Policy must be respective of the issues
within the entire constituency and a realistic
look at their demands. This does not mean
succumbing to others’ demands.
How religion, science, Constitution
and policy must come together
There is a way to allow reality, not
necessarily agreement, by the many facets,
people and opinions, to be a better guide
and still maintain a forward-looking, effective position. Most Americans favor limits
on abortion and recognize that exceptions
exist. It is important to reduce the rate of
unwanted pregnancies and remove as many
exceptions as possible to arrive at a more
tenable position.
This article ends, but the conversation and
the discussion from these and many other
perspectives does not. There are many views
to be considered and a population of more
than 330 million to be governed.
*****
Webb is host of “The David Webb Show”
on SiriusXM Patriot 125, a Fox Nation host,
Fox News contributor and a frequent television commentator.

At this stage, if Biden and the Democrats
say such economics will work, no one will
believe them.
The energy/environment package is no
better. The bill does nothing to change the
current economic death spiral in energy
economics — i.e., government mandated
choking of energy supply and promoting
high cost “alternative energy.” What it does is
subsidize consumers — i.e., the government
increases taxes and then bribes consumers
with subsides. The net result of this grand
deception is a growing economic burden
on all Americans, but especially the middle
class and the poor. It claims to support “social justice” while continuing to undercut
the economic future of Black Americans,
Hispanic Americans, and America’s middle
class overall.
The bill also further subsidizes rooftop
solar. Various studies confirm the only alternative energy that competes with fossil
fuels on cost is utility-level solar. In short,
the government will subsidize Americans to
virtue-signal and install solar panels, but it
will not stop the government cancer that is
eating away at the economy.
The other problem is energy storage.
Unlike fossil fuels and nuclear power, solar
and wind cannot store energy — it is “use
it or lose it.” To supply consistent “alternative” energy to America requires batteries.
America has around nine quads of battery
storage capacity. To supply sufficient power

to run America’s industrial, home and transportation needs requires 90 quads, which is
probably three decades away. It also requires
doubling and hardening America’s electrical
grid, which also is three decades away. It
requires mining highly toxic battery materials, of which there is a limited supply that
is increasingly controlled by our enemies.
And, speaking of which, Russia and China
will continue to burn massive amounts of
coal, so none of this will help the environment — but it will represent economic and
military suicide for America.
In short, this is disastrous economic, energy and foreign policy that will serve only
to drive the Democrats and America deeper
into the hole.
At the same time, the new legislation
does begin to recognize reality. It hints at
support for natural gas and nuclear facilities
to generate electric power. It suggests support
for breakthrough forms of power generation
and storage.
Finally, the act raises taxes on companies.
Those taxes will lead to higher prices for food
and other consumer goods and continue to
fuel inflation. They will hinder the ability of
companies to increase jobs and real wages.
They will hinder investment and hurt the
market, which in turn further erodes savings
and retirement income.
The politics will be a disaster for Democrats. Americans will feel inflationary and
other negative economic effects immediately.
Much of the bill is pure pork and will never
produce any real benefits. The subsidies
(political bribes) will take years to be felt.
The benefits from any breakthroughs in
new energy production and storage will be
decades away.
No matter how much you try to dress it up
and promote it through friendly media, you
cannot put lipstick on that much pork and
expect to win elections. Will Americans buy
a “great used car” from these Democrats in
2022 or 2024? No sale!
*****
Grady Means is a writer (GradyMeans.
com) and former corporate strategy consultant. He served in the White House as a policy
assistant to Vice President Nelson Rockefeller. Follow him on Twitter @gradymeans1.

no one. Although she wouldn’t have minded
having such a dog herself, she knew dogs —
especially large ones such as he was—needed
to have a place to run free and not get hurt,
lost, or even stolen, since he was truly beautiful and friendly.
Hence, her hunt for a fenced-in home.
And further hence, as it were, she came to my
daughter’s home. The dog jumped out of the
car right in front of our house and happily ran
all around inside the fence, while the woman
asked my daughter if she would be willing to
take the dog because of her circumstances.
My daughter didn’t have to give it a moment’s thought and happily said she would.
Not only did she have the enclosed fence,
she already had a sign on the gate to Beware
of Dogs and to please keep the gate closed.
They hit it off immediately. The kind lady
had all the things she had purchased for this
dog: a collar, bowls for his food and water,
doggie treats, and such, and gave them to
my daughter.
The universe had sent her both a little kitty
and a young dog (perhaps about a year old),
and she took to them both as if they had been
meant for her to care for and love.
It is hard for any of us to imagine how
anyone could give up a dog like that without

first seeing that he had a good home to go to
and without even having an “If lost…” info
tag around his neck or an identity chip on him
if it had gotten lost; and why weren’t there
any notices anywhere, especially at a place
where one would call to check on lost dogs?
But the dog was smart enough to go to a home
where people would be who could help him
find his forever home even if that first place
he went to would not be the one.
This is how the universe works for some
people. First, you need to be a good, loving,
and caring person. Then what you want for
your life has to enhance it in some way and
be very possible. Then you have to recognize
it when it shows up and be willing to immediately take it into your life.
And that’s how good things happen to
those who qualify for receiving them. See if
you fit the bill, and then think positively about
your relationship with the universe and see
what will come your way!
*****
Maramis Choufani is the Managing Editor of the Las Vegas Tribune. She writes a
weekly column in this newspaper. To contact
Maramis, email her at maramistribune@
gmail.com.

The Democrats’ 2022 death wish

By Grady Means
The Democrats, supported by many in the
liberal mainstream media, are taking a victory
lap for passing the $800 billion Inflation Reduction Act of 2022, a label that Gerry Baker,
former editor of the Wall Street Journal, has
deemed to be so inaccurate that he called it
an insult to used car salesmen.
The political calculus seems to be that
massive additional spending, higher taxes
and more regulation — that trifecta that has
cratered the American economy over the
past year and driven Joe Biden to the some
of the worst approval ratings for a president
in history — will somehow work this time,
severely testing the definition of insanity. The
age-old Democrat formula of virtue-signaling
on the environment, sticking it to large companies, and attempting to bribe selected voter
groups is thought to be the perfect alchemy to
win this November’s midterm elections and
the presidential election in 2024? So, when
you’re heading for a cliff, be sure to accelerate and, as you’re sailing over the edge, be
sure to give all your passengers a high-five?
I’m not thinking that’s a great strategy.
At the moment, most Americans are
deeply concerned about a faltering economy;
massive inflation that hurts the middle class
and poor the most; soaring food, gasoline
and home energy prices; and an overbearing
government that is rapidly eroding personal
freedoms for all Americans — not to mention
disastrous foreign policy that may be inching
us closer to potential nuclear war with Russia,
China, Iran or North Korea, you pick. Let’s
just further drive up inflation and energy

prices, prod Russia and China to war (not to
mention the possibility of another phony payoff deal with Iran), do nothing at all for the
environment — and celebrate. Is that really
a platform on which the Democrats want to
run? Now that’s an insult even to lemmings.
To put it in plain English, spending $800
billion more will continue to drive up inflation, pushing it toward 10 percent. Everyone
will get hurt with that implicit “tax increase,”
lower real wages, and collapsing savings and
retirement plans. The Federal Reserve will be
forced to take even more drastic action. No
amount of rhetoric or political misdirection
can change that.
The Democrats are already hemorrhaging
Black and Hispanic voters from their core
base. This will accelerate it, along with union
members and other middle-class Americans.

(Continued from Page 17)
convenience, and reputation of doctors and
hospitals always influence price. But patients
and payers should be able to evaluate those
factors on their own. Hiding prices deprives
them of key pieces of information that help
them make prudent decisions.
Opaque prices also undermine competition — and thus help healthcare providers
avoid improving quality or reducing costs
in order to attract customers at the margin.
The feds did the right thing by fining

hospitals that aren’t following the rules. But
more needs to be done to make hospitals
around the country do what businesses in
every other sector do every day — tell potential customers what they can expect to pay.
Sally C. Pipes is President, CEO, and
Thomas W. Smith Fellow in Health Care
Policy at the Pacific Research Institute. Her
latest book is False Premise, False Promise:
The Disastrous Reality of Medicare for All
(Encounter 2020). Follow her on Twitter @
sallypipes.

(Continued from Page 17)
it was her heartfelt desire to have the love of
another dog in her life. She never gave up her
desire for that to happen, but in the meantime,
it just didn’t seem like the time was right.
There was a lot going on in her life.
So while we became a dogless family, it
wasn’t long before an abandoned baby kitty
wandered onto our property. My daughter
immediately fell in love with the kitten and
started treating it like it was her own. She
bought it a kitty bed, a stylish litter box, play
toys — and of course, fed her every night at
dinnertime.
One night she heard a commotion out on
the patio and discovered that it looked like
kitty had been in a fight. That was the start of
the kitty hiding under one of the buildings we
have on our property. She knew that seemed
to be the kitty’s new home for protection
from the attacker. We knew who the attacker
was because my daughter had seen it on our
property: it was a very large black Tomcat.
Knowing he was on the prowl, she called a
place in Pahrump that had a free service that
would catch and neuter those cats on the
prowl, which would, in turn, prevent who
knows how many cats from having unintended kittens, which would, in turn, mean

many more unwanted and stray cats in the
neighborhood. This service would also take
care of doing what needed to be done for the
female cats.
So kitty is at that place right now as we
speak being taken care of, and a harmless trap
is currently set for the Tomcat, to avoid any
more attacks on any other female cats. We’ll
have her kitty back tomorrow. So the universe
sent her a precious little kitty to partially fill
her void as a pet-lover without a pet.
Then just a couple of days ago (in fact
the day kitty was taken away by the kind
people who would make her mother-proof),
something happened. A woman who lived not
too far from where we live, down the road
apiece at what we would call the start of the
open desert, was driving around looking for
a home that was all fenced in. It seems that
a while back (maybe about two months) a
young dog came out of the desert and came
up to her door. He looked hungry and in need
of water and care. Thank goodness, she was
a kind woman and took him in and gave him
the care he needed.
However, there was a major problem. She
inquired at all the likely places looking for
who might have lost this young, beautiful,
and friendly Dutch Shepherd dog and found
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Fleming’s 46-Diamonds Wine
and Food Pairing Dinner Party
By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by Sandy Zimmerman and
Flemings Steakhouse Las Vegas
Entering Flemings Prime Steakhouse Las Vegas is like shut[1]ting
off the world behind you. This is
your time to enjoy, forget about
everything, just let yourself go
and begin a memorable evening.
Sip a glass of one of Fleming’s
46-Diamonds wines, a private
label wine available exclusively
at Flemings. Known for their exceptional cuisine, Fleming’s chefs
have mastered the art of preparing
perfect meals.
My producer and I were invited
to Fleming’s exclusive 46-DiamondsWine and Food Pairing
Dinner, an evening of indulging in
their offerings. For an appetizer, I
chose the French Quarter Barbecue
Shrimp, marinated with garlic and
spices to wake-up the taste buds.
Mike requested the tenderloin Carpaccio with capers, Creole mustard
sauce and red onion.
Joaquin Effertz, Wine Manager,
explained, “I served the Pillow
Road, Pinot Noir, 2011, Russian
River Valley because the Pinot
Noir pairs with both as they were
spicy dishes. This wine displays
the vibrancy and intensity of life
in California.”
Fleming’s salad was filled with
candied walnuts, dried cranberries, tomatoes, onions and herbed
crostini. The salad’s variety of
flavors made every bite a surprise.
Joaquin served Ladera Sauvignon
Blanc, Napa Valley, 2013. “Ladera
literally means slope, this wineries’
crops grow in the mountains above

the fog at high altitudes. There are
fewer crops in colder climates. You
will smell pine, mango and citrus
blossom which works well with the
fruity salad.”
The Peppercorn steak thrilled
my taste buds! It was a prime New
Fleming’s 46-Diamonds Wine and
Food Pairing Dinner Party York
strip steak with cracked Black and
White peppercorns and French
green beans. They added plenty of
peppercorns for a crunchy, tender
steak. Flemings crisps their steaks
by pouring pumice oil on the flat
iron of the broiler, then searing the
edges of each steak before cooking
in the broiler.
Mike’s selected the Chef’s spe-

cial, a 16-ounce prime steak with
three scallops, three shrimp topped
with a creamy sauce. What a great
combination! The scallops, shrimp,
sauce and steak alternating for flavorful bites. Joaquin presented their
special 46-Diamonds with Ladera
Wine, Cabernet Sauvignon, Napa
Valley, Howell Mountain, 2012.
The finale, the luscious Choco[1]
late Lava Cake has a molten center
of Belgian chocolate hidden inside.
When you place your fork over
the chocolate cake, the chocolate
drips out like a volcano. Topped
with raspberries, the cake is served
with vanilla ice cream and chopped
pistachios.
There is also a side of whipped
cream in case this was not rich
enough. Joaquin added, “The wine
with the dessert, Ladera Cabernet
Sauvignon Reserve, Napa Valley,
Howell Mountain, 2010, is a more
intense wine. There is a taste of
coco, nutmeg and plums.” Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse is located in
the Town Square Shopping Center,
6515 S. Las Vegas Boulevard.
For additional information, visit
the website: www.flemingssteakhouse.com.
*****
Sandy Zimmerman: Streaming
Interviews/Academy Awards &
Other Red Carpets; Award-Winning: Sandy wrote and produced

the “John & Marsha” All American
Burger Chain TV commercial winner of the “Award of Excellence”
by the Las Vegas Advertising Federation. Sandy produced/directed/
wrote “Truffles, Wine and Castles
Tour of Northern Italy” and “Discover China” travel specials named
“Travel Shows of the Week.” CONTACT: For information call: Sandy

Zimmerman: (702)-515-0846; or
email sandyzimm2003@yahoo.
com; Streaming Interviews/ Academy Awards & Other Red Carpets;
FB: Streaming on FB, Twitter, Instagram, Linkedin, and other Social
Media; FB: Sandy Zimmerman’s
Las Vegas TV-Group; FB: Sandy
Zimmerman’s Reviews; Sandy Zimmerman’s YouTube Channel.
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Gourmet Lunch at the St. Regis
Hotel in Bangkok, Thailand
By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by Sandy Zimmerman
I looked forward to unwinding
after a day of touring and really
enjoyed Jojo’s Italian Restaurant
inside the St. Regis Hotel. It was
exciting to experience an Italian
restaurant in Bangkok, Thailand.
The hotel impressed me with their
sincere dedication to offer some of
the most authentic Italian cuisine
beyond what you would find in
most Italian restaurants. Holger Jakobs, the St. Regis Hotel’s
General Manager, felt, “Our only
thoughts are to see that Jojo’s Italian Restaurant delivers traditional
simple Italian food with very, very
high-end ingredients. We purchase
four- year- old vinegar, fantastic
hams from northern Italy, special
spices from southern Italy, extra
virgin olive oils, and many other
foods not found in Asian countries.
Around 90 percent of Jojo’s food is
imported from Italy.”
We were served a buffet of eight
Antipasto Misto Appetizers, next,
the rack of lamb was so tender
and such a large portion, I wanted
to take time to savor every bite.
Holger Jakobs explained, “Our
executive chef sourced some of the
best lamb from New Zealand and
presented a rack of lamb the way it
should be served in a great portion

size. The lamb rack was dusted in
5 spices then oven baked.”
The chef prepared their signature Fettuccini Alfredo with
Castelmagno cheese, a special rare
Italian cheese which was absorbed
into the flavor of the sauce. The
cheese is mixed tableside in a wheel
of Castelmagno cheese.” This is
a semi-hard cheese which is produced from cow’s milk with small
amounts of sheep or goat’s milk.
Dating back to the 12th Century, the

Castelmagno Cheese is aged from
2-5 or 6 months in naturally cool
and humid caves. In early times,
people paid their rent in wheels of
Castelmagno cheese rather than
money and by the 1800’s Castelmagno cheese was being served
in famous European restaurants.
The production of Castelmagno
cheese had been restricted to three
communes where only 12 dairies
produce from 6,000.
Lunch has some interesting

offerings like a choice of Angus
beef Carpaccio Cipriani-style, Carbonara traditionale with egg yolk,
parmesan and crispy pork bacon,
Schiacciata pizza, wild rocket,
Parma prosciutto, and mascarpone
cheese baked in wood burning
pizza oven for a set lunch, around
$20 US.
The exchange rate for the Thai
Baht is now at 29 to $1 U.S., Thailand is a country where our money
goes further. See www.stregis.com/

Bangkok.
Thailand has a variety of attractions to suit couples, families, business travelers, adventure seekers,
honeymooners, unique settings for
weddings, theme tours, hotels in all
price ranges, and even thrilling elephant rides! Look on their website
for suggestions.
For additional information, visit
the website: www.tourismthailand.
org/lv.
*****
Sandy Zimmerman: Streaming
Interviews/Academy Awards &
Other Red Carpets; Award-Winning: Sandy wrote and produced
the “John & Marsha” All American
Burger Chain TV commercial winner of the “Award of Excellence”
by the Las Vegas Advertising Federation. Sandy produced/directed/
wrote “Truffles, Wine and Castles
Tour of Northern Italy” and “Discover China” travel specials named
“Travel Shows of the Week.” CONTACT: For information call: Sandy
Zimmerman: (702)-515-0846; sandyzimm2003@yahoo.com; Streaming Interviews/ Academy Awards &
Other Red Carpets; FB: Streaming
on FB, Twitter, Instagram, Linkedin, and other Social Media; FB:
Sandy Zimmerman’s Las Vegas TVGroup; FB: Sandy Zimmerman’s
Reviews; Sandy Zimmerman’s
YouTube Channel.
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TRICARE authorizes temporary prescription refill
waivers for Clark County, Nevada due to flooding

The Defense Health Agency (DHA)
announced that TRICARE beneficiaries in
Clark County, Nevada may receive emergency prescription refills now through August 26
due to Flooding.
To receive an emergency refill of prescription medications, TRICARE beneficiaries
should take their prescription bottle to any
TRICARE retail network pharmacy. If the
bottle is unavailable or the label is damaged
or missing, beneficiaries should contact Express Scripts or their retail network pharmacy
for assistance.
To find a network pharmacy, beneficiaries
may call Express Scripts at 1-877-363-1303.
They may also search the network
pharmacy locator at https://militaryrx.express-scripts.com/find-pharmacy.
If possible, visit the pharmacy where the
prescription was filled. Prescriptions filled
by a retail chain may be filled at another store
in that chain. If the provider is available,
beneficiaries can call in a new prescription
to any network pharmacy.
As a reminder, TRICARE beneficiaries,
other than active duty service members, may
receive urgent care from any TRICARE-authorized urgent care center or provider and do
not need a referral. This allows beneficiaries
to seek nonemergency care for illnesses or
injuries if their primary care provider is unavailable because of emergencies.
Beneficiaries are advised to visit https://
militaryrx.express-scripts.com/notices/
weather/state-emergency-alert-nevada-flooding for updates.
*****

Clark County Wetlands Park
partners with Commissioner
Jim Gibson and the Las Vegas
Astronomical Society to host
“Astronomy in the Park”
Clark County, Commissioner Gibson and
the Las Vegas Astronomical Society will
provide a free Astronomy in the Park event
on Friday, September 2, from 7:30 p.m. to
10 p.m. at the Clark County Wetlands Park
located at 7050 Wetlands Park Lane near
Tropicana and Boulder Hwy.
This astronomy event will have “Our
Solar System” presentations at 7:30 p.m. and
8 p.m. and will include telescopes for public
viewing at 8:30 p.m. provided by the Las
Vegas Astronomical Society. Complimentary
refreshments will be available starting at 8
p.m. provided by Abuela’s Tacos. Space is
limited. Pre-registration is required and can
be done online at https://bit.ly/3vRb20s.
The Las Vegas Astronomical Society is
an amateur astronomy club located in Las
Vegas, NV, with an active volunteer outreach
program of individuals that love to share the
Wonders of the Night Sky with the public.
The program supports Astronomy and Science activities with Schools, Boy Scouts
and Girl Scouts, and other organizations
interested in Astronomy.
As one of the largest urban wetlands in the
Southwest, the Clark County Wetlands Park
is mostly undeveloped and shaped by urban
water runoff and reclaimed water that flows
through the Las Vegas Wash and into Lake
Mead. More than 300 species of birds and 70
species of mammals and reptiles have been
spotted in the park, including beavers, coyotes, bobcats, and snakes. The Nature Center
is open 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesday through
Sunday and hosts a variety of programming
activities. Park outdoor hours are dawn to
dusk, seven days a week. To find out more
visit Wetlands Park pages of Clark County’s
Parks and Recreation Department at www.
ClarkCountyNV.gov. You also can follow
Clark County Wetlands Park on social media
at CCWetlandsPark.
*****
Mexican Independence Day
— call for participants
Whitney Recreation Center
to host event on Sep. 16
Clark County will host its 2nd Annual
Mexican Independence Day Event on Friday,
Sept. 16 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. The Whitney
Recreation Center, located at 5712 East
Missouri Avenue near Boulder Hwy. and

Tropicana, is looking for craft vendors and
artisans to sell their wares at the event.
Vendor fees for a 10 ft. x10 ft. are $100
and includes tables and chairs. The application can be found online at https://bit.
ly/3QshCmf or can be picked up in person
at the Whitney Recreation Center. Applications must be filled out completely, or they
will not be processed. The deadline for the
applications is Friday, September 2, by 5 p.m.
Upon acceptance, the deadline for submitting
a payment is Friday, September 9, by 5 p.m.
The free celebration will include cultural
performances and food. Participants will be
able to make a traditional Mexican craft and
play a game of Lotería, which is a Mexican
card game like BINGO but uses images on
a deck of cards instead of numbered ping
pong balls.
Those interested in participating in
Whitney Recreation Center’s Mexican
Independence Day can call the facility
at (702) 455-7576 and speak to Andrew
Carrillo, the coordinator for this event. For
more information, visit the website at www.
ClarkCountyNV.gov/parks — Clark County
Parks and Recreation also can be found on
social networking sites such as Twitter and
Facebook.
*****

Public workforce system
unifying under EmployNV
Change will streamline access
and improve user experience
As part of the state’s ongoing efforts to
align the public workforce system, the Department of Employment, Training and Rehabilitation announced that effective immediately, all of the state’s public partners will
align as a part of the EmployNV system. The
Nevada JobConnect offices and One-Stop
Career Centers will be called EmployNV
Career Hubs. While EmployNV Career Hubs
will help job seekers, Employ NV Business
Hubs will help businesses, with employment
needs. This change will eliminate confusion
and enable staff to streamline services but
will not change opportunities available for
job seekers.
Clients visiting workforce development
offices should expect to see all service providers housed under one roof, utilizing one
name, offering a one-stop shop to businesses
and employees. ”Nevada’s workforce partners collaborate, and we have been looking
for ways to make it easier for Nevadans
looking for jobs or training to find the services they need. This alignment will make it
easier to help people,” said DETR’s Director,
Elisa Cafferata.
EmployNV is the state website for workforce services. It is owned and maintained by
the state of Nevada and it houses the largest
database of jobseekers in the state. After
discussion and market research, staff at the
Department of Employment, Training and
Rehabilitation reached out to Nevadaworks
and Workforce Connections, the regional
workforce boards, and they all reached an
agreement to use EmployNV as one statewide
brand, unifying the entire workforce system.
Social media platforms and all other
signage/outreach materials will be replaced
moving forward.
*****

Nevada adds 7,700 jobs in July;
Unemployment rate
falls to 4.4 percent
CARSON CITY, NV - According to
the Nevada Department of Employment,
Training and Rehabilitation’s (DETR) July
2022 economic report, Nevada added 7,700
jobs in July. Employment has fully recovered all the jobs lost in the pandemic and

is now up 12,200 jobs from February 2020.
Employment is up 78,400 since July 2021,
an annual increase of 5.7 percent. The total
employment level in the state is 1,461,800.
The state’s unemployment rate in July is 4.4
percent, down by 0.3 points from 4.7 percent
in June and down by 2.2 percentage points
when compared to July 2021.
“Nevada’s employment continues to rise
— good news for Nevadans seeking work
and employers looking to fill open positions
and diversify our economy. Today’s report
shows confidence in Nevada’s economy, and
we are focused on continuing to make Nevada
stronger and more resilient,” said Governor
Steve Sisolak.
Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) Employment (Seasonally Adjusted):
—Las Vegas employment rose 5,400 jobs
(0.5 percent) since June, up 54,800 jobs (5.4
percent) since July 2021.
—Reno employment rose 1,000 jobs (0.4
percent) since June, up 10,000 jobs (4.0 percent) since July 2021.
—Carson City employment rose 100 jobs
(0.3 percent) since June, up 1,100 jobs (3.6
percent) since July 2021.
“Nevada’s labor market shows ongoing
recovery this month, with both a significant
increase in jobs over the month as well as
an upward revision to last month’s data
combining to push us more than 12,000 jobs
beyond our February 2020 peak. In addition,
we saw the unemployment rate drop by 0.3
percentage points, narrowing the gap with the
United States to 0.9 percentage points.” said
David Schmidt, Chief Economist.
To see additional labor market data view
the department’s employment and unemployment dashboards located at www.nevadaworkforce.com
*****
Golden Nugget announces final
Wrangler NFR concert line-up
Golden Nugget Hotel and Casino is
thrilled to announce an impressive entertainment lineup coming to Las Vegas for
the Wrangler National Finals Rodeo! The
Wrangler National Finals Rodeo will take
place from Thursday, December 1 — Saturday, December 10 at the Thomas & Mack
Center. In addition to the rodeo’s competitive
events, area-residents and visitors can enjoy
the performances of country legends from
Thursday, December 1 — Friday, December
9. All tickets are on sale now through Ticketmaster.
Lonestar — Lonestar kicks off Golden
Nugget’s Wrangler NFR concert series for
2022 on December 1. Not every musician has
the opportunity to revisit and even potentially
improve upon their biggest hits. But on the
forthcoming TEN to 1 record, the award-winning band Lonestar — Dean Sams (keyboards, acoustic guitar, background vocals),
Michael Britt (lead guitarist, background
vocals), Keech Rainwater (drums) and Drew
Womack (lead vocals, guitar) — are taking
a fresh look at all 10 of their chart-topping
country songs.
Tanya Tucker — Tanya Tucker is a
Grammy Award-winning country singer and
songwriter, performing since the age of 13.
Her music has been nominated for multiple
awards by the Country Music Association
and the Academy of Country Music. On December 2, she will take the stage to perform
some of her biggest hits including “Bring My
Flowers Now” and “Lizzie and the Rainman.”

Marty Stuart — The Grammy-winning
singer, songwriter and musician is living,
breathing country-music history. He’s played
alongside the masters, from Cash to Lester
Flatt, who discovered him; been a worldwide
ambassador for Nashville, Bakersfield and
points in between; and safeguarded country’s
most valuable traditions and physical artifacts. But most importantly, Stuart continues
to record and release keenly relevant music,
records that honor country’s rich legacy
while advancing it into the future. See this
once in a lifetime show at Golden Nugget
on December 3rd.
Ray Wylie Hubbard — A favorite among
fans of outlaw country and Americana, Ray
Wylie Hubbard is an Austin Music and Eric
Church-inducted Texas Heritage Songwriters
Hall of Famer and the go-to songwriter for
Lucinda Williams, Pat Green and Waylon
Jennings. Although never signing to a major label, Hubbard will stun the crowd on
December 4 with songs from his 16 albums.
Ronnie Milsap — Born blind, Ronnie
Milsap discovered his love for music at North
Carolina State School for the Blind. After
performing at local clubs and at tiny indie
labels, Milsap became the keyboard player
for JJ Cale. Later in his career, Milsap ventured out on his own, amassing five decades
of charted singles and awards including CMA
Entertainer of the Year and four Album of the
Year Awards. On December 5, Milsap will
stun the Golden Nugget Las Vegas crowd
with his genre-breaking rules and unique
sound.
Tracy Lawrence — One of country music’s truest traditionalists and this year he is
celebrating his 30th anniversary in the Country music industry. His impressive catalog of
timeless music has made Lawrence a mainstay in the genre selling more than thirteen
million albums and charting eighteen No. 1
songs. He has garnered numerous CMA and
ACM awards and nominations, as well as a
Grammy nomination. Hear Tracy Lawrence
live on December 6th.
Aaron Tippin — Aaron Tippin says that
nobody was more surprised that he got an
invitation to join the roster of Nashville RCA
back in 1990 than him. In fact, at the time he
inked his deal, he had almost given up hope
of success as a vocalist, concentrating on his
budding career as a songwriter. In the past decade, Tippin has recorded several musically
diverse projects — including a well received
2009 truck driving album, “In Overdrive.”
Catch them on stage at the Wrangler NFR
concert series on December 7.
Bellamy Brothers — The brothers first
official gig in 1968, playing a free show with
their father at the Rattlesnake Roundup in
San Antonio, Florida. They honed their skills
playing Black clubs throughout the south
and singing backup for artists such as Percy
Sledge, Eddie Floyd and Little Anthony &
The Imperials. Within a few months, the
brothers moved north, immersing themselves
and their rock/country sound in the Atlanta
market. Rock with them closing out the series
on December 8.
Jamey Johnson — Eleven-time Grammy-nominated singer-songwriter Jamey
Johnson is “one of the greatest country
singers of our time,” according to the Washington Post. He is one of the few people in
the history of country music to win two Song
of the Year Awards from both the CMA and
ACMs. In 2012, the Alabama native released
his fifth studio album, a tribute project to
late songwriter Hank Cochran. Watch him
close out this year’s NFR Concert Series on
December 9th in The Showroom.
WHEN:
Lonestar — December 1
Tanya Tucker — December 2
Marty Stuart and His Fabulous
Superlatives — December 3
Ray Wylie Hubbard — December 4
Ronnie Milsap — December 5
Tracy Lawrence — December 6
Aaron Tippin — December 7
Bellamy Brothers — December 8
Jamey Johnson — December 9
WHERE:
Golden Nugget Las Vegas, 129 Fremont
Street, Las Vegas, NV 89101
MORE INFO:
For additional information, please visit
https://www.goldennugget.com/las-vegas/
*****
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Renewable diesel plant set to launch operations
in northern Nevada with potential to save 880
million pounds of carbon emissions per year
New Rise Renewables Reno to turn non-edible plant oil into renewable diesel that burns cleanly,
with no carbon emissions; project funding provided by Nevada-based Greater Nevada Credit Union.

Greater Nevada Credit Union and its subsidiary Greater Commercial Lending (GCL),
came together with representatives from Nevada Congressman Mark Amodei, Nevada
Senators Catherine Cortez Masto and Jacky Rosen and state economic development
leaders to mark New Rise Renewables’ efforts as a hub for renewable diesel in Nevada
and the nation — saving upwards of 880 million pounds of carbon emissions per year.
Nevada has made a name for itself for emerging, innovative and clean technology.”
manufacturing lithium-ion batteries and
The New Rise plant was developed by
eclectic vehicle components — and now — retroﬁtting an existing fuel plant. The primary
add renewable diesel to the top of that list. plant has been completed, and a pre-treatment
One of only a handful of advanced renewable and energy recovery system, designed to
fuel plants built in the U.S. is launching oper- increase output and operational efﬁciency,
ations at Tahoe Reno Industrial Center in Sto- are nearing completion. The company will
rey County, Nevada. New Rise Renewables create 55 full-time jobs at an average wage
Reno will produce 44 million gallons per year of $75,000 per year.
of renewable diesel made from triglyceride
“Congratulations to New Rise Renewoils from sources such as corn. It is projected ables Reno, and thanks to Greater Nevada
to save nearly 880 million pounds of carbon Credit Union for supporting quality industries
emissions, the equivalent of removing 88,000 in Nevada,” said U.S. Representative Mark
vehicles from the roads.
Amodei.
Greater Nevada Credit Union, through
Eighty percent of the GCL-arranged
its subsidiary Greater Commercial Lending ﬁnancing for New Rise is guaranteed by the
(GCL), came together with representatives United States Department of Agriculture
from Nevada Congressman Mark Amodei, (USDA) via its 9003 Bioreﬁnery, Renewable
Nevada Senators Catherine Cortez Masto Chemical and Biodiesel Production Manuand Jacky Rosen, Storey County and state facturing Assistance Program. The ﬁnancing
economic development leaders, to mark New structure includes participation by GCL
Rise’s efforts as a hub for renewable diesel in parent GNCU, other credit unions, insurance
Nevada and the nation. From its plant outside companies and secondary market groups.
Reno, Nevada, New Rise will produce diesel
“The USDA-guaranteed ﬁnancing was
fuel that can efﬁciently power diesel engines what enabled the project. The favorable,
for semi-trucks. The fuel burns with clean ﬂexible terms of the government guaranteed
emissions.
loan package were essential,” said Randy
Once fully operational in early 2023, the Soule, owner of the New Rise facility. “Withfacility will require minimal external energy out ﬂexible ﬁnancing, the ﬁnancials may not
and will use its own internal energy recovery have worked out, and our team wouldn’t have
system to power the production of renewable been able to maintain complete oversight
diesel.
and control.”
“New Rise Renewables Reno and its
Phillips 66 is under contract to supply
proven technology represent the future,” said all of the feedstock for the plant and will
Jeremy Gilpin, executive vice president of purchase 100 percent of the renewable diesel
Reno-based GCL, which facilitated $112.6 product for use and sale nearby in California,
million in government-guaranteed credit for according to New Rise, which is owned by
the development of New Rise. “Renewable Nevada-based RESC Renewables Holdings.
diesel is emerging as the renewable fuel of
“Northern Nevada’s clean energy compachoice as the world begins to move away nies are helping us combat the climate crisis
from fossil fuels. New Rise represents what while fueling our economy and creating
Nevada is doing to facilitate the future for good-paying jobs for Nevadans,” said Neclean diesel and electric vehicles, and the vada U.S. Senator Catherine Cortez Masto.
ways and means of that future through “Businesses like New Rise Renewables are

New Rise Renewables Reno will turn non-edible plant oil into renewable diesel that burns
cleanly, with no carbon emissions. Located at the Tahoe Reno Industrial Center in Storey
County, Nevada, the plant will launch operations in 2023.
COPYRIGHT: THESE PLANS, SPECIFICATION AND ALL RELATED
ADDENDA AND DOCUMENTS CONSTITUTE COPYRIGHT MATERIALS OF
ENCORE DEC,LLC. ALL RIGHTS CONFERRED BY THE COPYRIGHT AND
SIMILAR LAWS ARE RESERVED TO ENCORE DEC,LLC. THESE
MATERIALS SHALL REMAIN THE SOLE PROPERTY OF ENCORE DEC,LLC.
AND MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED, DISTRIBUTED TO OTHERS OR USED
FOR ANY PURPOSE WHATSOEVER WITHOUT THE PRIOR WRITTEN
CONSENT OF ENCORE DEC,LLC.

New Rise Renewables
611 Peru Dr.
McCarran, NV 89431
Ph. (775) 852-2295
Fax (775) 852-9455

Encore DEC
14830 Kivett Lane
Reno, NV 89521
Office Ph (775) 852-2295
Office Fax (775) 852-9455

Friday, July 29, 2022 3:24:50 PM

Rail Siding
Inbound or Outbound

Tuscarora International
Natural Gas Pipeline
6" 800 psi pipeline

Capacity ‐ 16 Cars ‐ 480,000 gallons / day
5 days per week switching

Hydrogen Reformer SMR
Linde Package Plant
7.5MM SCFD
400 psi rated

Untreated Feed
Tank 500K gal
Regulated to 4" 400 psi

P‐24

Feed Pre‐Treatment
Alpha Laval Package Plant
150,000 gal / day
Waste Water
Evoqua Package Plant
12,000 gal/day

Power Service #1
NV Energy
400 amp 5kv / 4160V / 3PH
2MW Backup Generator

Pretreated Feed
Tank 1M gal.

Power Service #2
NV Energy
2,000 amp / 480V / 3PH
2MW Backup Generator

Finished Diesel
Storage
1,100,000 gal.

Hydrotreater
Axens Design Technology
130,000 gal / day
Rated 1250 psi/ 700° F

ESFR Foam Fire
Suppression System

6,000 gal/hr

Gas Recovery System
Kinder Morgan Package
Amine Plant
15MM SCFD rated

Fire Water or
Foam Cannons

6,000 gal/truck

144,000 gal/12 hr shift
6,000 gal/hr
Fire Water Storage
660,000 gal.

6,000 gal/truck

Truck Terminal
City Water Utility

5,000 SF Office / Lab

Located in
Tahoe Regional Industrial Complex
(TRIC)
611 Peru Dr. McCarran, NV 89431

Renewable diesel is made by causing chemical reactions through the addition of hydrogen
to natural fats and oils that come from feedstock sources such as corn. New Rise
Renewables Reno has deployed innovative, efﬁcient and cost-effective technology methods.

proof of what’s possible when we all come
together at a federal, state, and local level to
foster innovation and growth. I’m proud to
see this facility come online, and I’ll keep
working to support our clean-energy economy throughout Nevada.”
“Nevada is a leader in clean energy, and
I’m proud to continue ﬁghting to bring more
good-paying, clean energy jobs to our state,”
said Nevada U.S. Senator Jacky Rosen.
“Renewable diesel plants like New Rise Renewables will help create jobs while helping
our country move towards a cleaner energy
future. I’m thankful to the U.S. Department
of Agriculture for helping clean energy companies like this one in our state.”
Renewable diesel is made by causing
chemical reactions through the addition of
hydrogen to the natural fats and oils. New
Rise has deployed innovative, efﬁcient and
cost-effective technology methods, which
involve hydrogenating the triglycerides. The
process uses hydrogen, pressure, catalyst
and heat in an efﬁcient manner, allowing
reactions to be uniform and controlled — increasing yield, lowering operating costs and
allowing for feedstock ﬂexibility.
The fuel plant is located in the Tahoe
Reno Industrial Center, the largest industrial
park in the world. Other occupants include
Tesla, Walmart, Google, FedEx, Switch and
Panasonic.
*****

Nevada is experiencing
a mental health emergency
— what is the solution?
Nevada is facing a mental health emergency at a time when the demand for mental
health services is higher than ever. The ongoing psychiatrist shortage has made it nearly
impossible for Nevada residents to receive
or afford the psychiatric help they need even
as mental health rates increase on the heels
of the pandemic. With the desperate need
for psychiatric services rising, what is being
done to help?
Serenity Mental Health Centers seeks to
satisfy the demand for psychiatry services in
Nevada by changing the perception of mental
health care as we know it.
Filling the provider deﬁcit
Serenity increases access to mental health

care using the combined power of psychiatrists and psychiatric mental health nurse
practitioners.
The state of Nevada permits psychiatric
mental health nurse practitioners to practice
independently of psychiatrists. Both health
professionals offer high-quality care in prescribing, diagnosing, and treating mental illness. Serenity’s team of board-certiﬁed psychiatrists and psychiatric nurse practitioners
help ﬁll the provider deﬁcit while decreasing
wait time with immediate scheduling options.
Insurance-covered mental
health treatments
Even with provider availability, many Nevada residents still struggle to ﬁnd affordable
treatment options. Some health insurance
plans do not cover mental health services,
and self-pay care is often unfeasible.
Serenity provides patients with easy, affordable access to insurance-covered mental
health treatments. For patients who do not
have insurance or whose insurance plan is not
accepted, Serenity works to create a realistic
self-pay plan to ease the ﬁnancial burden of
mental health services.
Groundbreaking psychiatry technology
Serenity offers personalized mental health
care with a full range of advanced, in-house
mental health treatments such as ketamine infusion and transcranial magnetic stimulation
(TMS) treatment.
Ketamine offers immediate, short-term
relief from mental illness. About 85 percent
of patients report symptom improvement
within 24 hours of their ﬁrst treatment.
TMS has long-lasting results and a high
remission success rate, especially patients
who have not responded well to other treatments. Patients who undergo TMS treatment
report a 75 percent success rate in symptom
relief and a 51 percent success rate for full
remission.
A growing crisis
The Kaiser Family Foundation reports
that rates of mental illness have worsened
throughout the country since the pandemic
began. Nevada communities have suffered
more than most.
According to Mental Health America’s
2022 State of Mental Health in America
Report, Nevada ranks last compared to all
50 states and the District of Columbia. This
placement indicates a high prevalence of
mental illness paired with low access rates to
mental health treatment. The state also ranks
12th in the nation for suicide rates as seen by
the latest report by Suicide Awareness Voices
of Education (SAVE), only recently dropping
from the top ten with an age-adjusted rate of
19.2 suicides per 100,000 residents compared
to the national rate of 14.0.
For more information on TMS therapy and
other interventional psychiatry treatments
offered by Serenity Mental Health Centers
in Nevada, visit their website, or call 844692-4100 today.
*****
City Beat is a compilation of news and
views of our editorial and writing team, along
with reader submissions and topics. Readers
are invited to suggest a local topic or any
other items of interest.
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Focus On Choices, Not Conditions

By Doug Dickerson
“May your choices reflect your
hopes, not your fears.” — Nelson
Mandela
“When I was a young boy, my
father, a baker, introduced me to the
wonders of song,” tenor Luciano
Pavarotti relates. “He urged me to
work hard to develop my voice.
Arrigo Pola, a professional tenor
in my hometown of Modena, Italy,
took me as a pupil. I also enrolled
in a teacher’s college. On graduating, I asked my father, ‘Shall I be a
teacher or a singer?’ “Luciano,’ my
father replied, ‘If you try to sit on
two chairs, you will fall between
them. For life, you must choose
one chair.’
“I chose one. It took seven years
of study and frustration before I
made my first professional appearance, and it took another seven to
reach the Metropolitan Opera. And
now I think whether it’s laying
bricks, writing a book-whatever we
choose — we should give ourselves
to it. Commitment, that’s the key.
Choose one chair.”
The lesson from Pavorotti is
timeless. In life as in leadership, we
must be focused and choose our one
chair wisely.
The most common problem
that many of us have when things
go wrong is that we tend to focus
on the wrong thing. By nature,
we tend to look at the conditions
around us. And the more we focus

DoUg DICkErsoN
on the conditions around us — the
problems and the circumstances, we
lose focus on what matters most in
those moments — choices.
When we are focused on the
conditions around us, we tend to
be reactionary. When we focus on
choices, we tend to think in terms
of values.
It’s when you respond to conditions on the ground through the lens
of your values that you demonstrate
your leadership skill.
In your leadership, you will
regularly face the decision to focus on choices or conditions. John
Maxwell put it this way, “Those
who focus on the external expect
conditions to determine whether
they keep their commitments. Because conditions are so transitory,
their commitment level changes

like the wind.”
In contrast, Maxwell adds, “People who base their actions on the internal usually focus on the choices.
Each choice is a crossroad, one that
will either confirm or compromise
their commitments.” And he identifies three ways to recognize when
you come to that crossroad.
A personal decision
is required
When you come to your crossroad, you will have to make a
personal decision as a leader. Every
leader does. And at this moment

BEHIND THE MIKE

Lower Standards

By Michael A. Aun
There is a ton of truth in bumper
sticker humor, which is precisely
what makes it so funny — the truth
buried therein.
For years I collected a variety
of bumper stickers which I used
as “go-to” humor when audiovisual equipment failed. One sticker
strikes home as America struggles
to fill police, military, and other first
responder positions across the land.
“WHEN ALL ELSE FAILS,
LOWER YOUR STANDARDS!”
That is precisely what many branches of the military face today. The
recruits are just not there.
All the branches of the military
are fighting the same problem that
every sector of public service is
facing. Who wants to be a police
officer, a firefighter, a first responder? It ain’t for the pay, as the old
joke goes.
That can be a temporary solution
but what about the long-term consequences? Lowering your standards
and increasing compensation might
plug the holes for a moment, but
what if you applied the same logic
to the rest of your life?
When you lower your standards,
you admit you are willing to accept
inferior people to do a job.
Would you lower your standards
because you are lonely? You could
let the wrong fox into the chicken
house. Maybe being alone is better than being a lesser version of
yourself.
Why accept second best if best
is available? What is the price of
compromise? Is it about standards
or expectations? Too often we allow
compromise to be the new standard.
When you settle for less than
the best you get what you pay for.
Another bumper sticker comes to
mind: “WHEN YOU PAY PEANUTS, YOU GET MONKEYS.”
What inherently follows is dis-

MICHAEL A. AUN
appointment. You will not be happy
with the results. Your lowered
expectation of others is an excuse
for avoiding being disappointed
by them.
We teach people how to treat us.
Is that what you want? Teach them
better and they will respond better.
In recruiting people over my
career in sales, I learned the painful
way that there is a price for infe-

rior hires… not immediately but
you will eventually pay for lower
grade hires.
The biggest mistake I made in
my 47-year career in the insurance
industry was hiring too quickly and
firing too slowly. There are no late
bloomers.
When we shrink our standards,
one must raise the question… am I
less or more comfortable with this
decision? As important, are you
more disappointed in your heart
than you are in theirs?
Lowering the standards will not
raise their game but will significantly harm your mission. Moreover,
it says to the other person that
mediocrity is the new standard of
excellence in your organization.
They will immediately lose any
respect for you as no one knows
themselves better than them.
*****
Michael Aun is a syndicated columnist and writes a weekly column
for this newspaper. To contact Michael Aun go to www.aunline.com.

you must choose to make it based
on commitments or conditions.
Know this: Conditions change
but commitments remain. Your
leadership will ultimately be defined by the choices you make.
The decision will likely
cost you something
Every crossroad and every decision carries with it a cost.
You will pay a price for your
commitments and you will pay
a price for your comforts. One is
about your short-term benefit, the
other is the long game.
Know this: Each choice you
make is a reflection of the maturity
of your leadership.
Others will likely
be influenced by it
There’s no question that every
choice you make will influence
others. As a leader, there’s no way
around it. With this in mind, think

in terms of not what is best for you
but how your choice will impact
those around you. Every choice has
a consequence and every choice is
an opportunity to add value to those
around you.
Know this: Each choice you
make is a reflection of your influence and ultimately your legacy.
Final Thoughts
Choices or conditions. Every
day you will be confronted with
them. Where’s your focus? Are
you consumed with the problem or
are you leading with choices that
provide solutions? This is not a new
thing to leadership, but if you’re
new to leadership, you will need to
get this figured out. Choose wisely.
Doug Dickerson is a syndicated
columnist. He writes a weekly column for this newspaper. To contact
Doug Dickerson go to www.dougdickerson.net.

Bob Beckett
Attorney At Law

Elected 5 terms as Nye County District Attorney
Practice areas
Criminal defense, Personal injury, Bankruptcy
and debt, Car accident, DUI and DWI
Licensed for 29 years
AVVO CONTRIBUTIONS
Beckett knows Nevada criminal law
— especially how to get the most out of
the probation/monitoring system.
Beckett provides very effective and
personable service — His fees are also fair

During these Covid-19 days, the Urantia Book Study
Group has taken to Zoom, as many other meetings
have. As always, this high-level discussion group
is for all faiths, all ages,and all those seeking
answers to their unanswered questions.
Call 775-505-5058 for details

(702) 334-4886
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Social Security awareneSS

Seven Social Security rules
everyone should know by now

Confusion over Social Security is a shame, considering how many of us will need this money badly.

By Marilyn Lewis
Money Talks
Social Security is not a well-understood
program. In fact, a 2019 survey found that
people age 50 and old thought they could get
their full Social Security benefit at age 63, on
average. That’s way, way wrong.
The confusion’s a shame, given how many
of us will need this money badly in old age.
Around 21 percent of couples collecting Social Security benefits and about 45 percent of
those who are unmarried rely on Social Security for 90 percent or more of their income.
It’s a shame, too, because knowing the
rules puts the most money possible in your
monthly benefit checks.
The following are a few key rules for
Social Security.

1. Your benefit is based on your 35 highest-earning years
Social Security calculates your monthly
checks with a formula that uses your 35
best-earning years — that is, the 35 years
during which your income was highest. If
your earnings record doesn’t include 35
years, missing years are replaced with zeros,
lowering your potential benefit.
So, it’s worth staying in the workforce at
least 35 years if you can. The more peak-earning years in your formula, the bigger your
monthly benefit checks can be.
Check your earnings record once yearly to
confirm that the Social Security Administration has recorded your earnings correctly so
you get credit for all your earnings. Do this
by logging into or signing up for your online
Social Security account.
2. Your benefit might be taxed
Are you surprised to learn that your Social
Security income may be taxed? About half

of retirees pay federal taxes on their income
from the program.
As we detail in “5 Ways to Avoid Taxes
on Social Security Income,” up to 85 percent
of your benefits could be considered taxable
income by Uncle Sam.
That’s not all. Many states also tax at least
some residents’ Social Security income. If
you’re looking forward to a low-tax retirement, consider these 26 states that do not
tax benefits.

3. You can claim benefits as early as 62
The earliest age at which you can start
receiving Social Security benefits is 62 for
most people, and 60 for those who claim
survivor’s benefits.
The largest share of Americans — about
35 percent of men and nearly 40 percent of
women — claim at age 62.
If that’s your plan, understand that claiming early carries a penalty, one you’ll pay by
receiving smaller monthly checks for the rest
of your life. Check your online Social Security account to compare what you’d receive
in monthly checks at age 62 with what you’d
get from waiting until you are older.
Despite all that, there are circumstances

when you have few choices — you need
the money to live, for instance, or you don’t
expect a long life — and claiming early
makes sense.

News partner, can assess and give you a
personalized report about your claiming
options. Use coupon code “moneytalks” to
get a $10 discount.

4. Your full benefit amount is tied to
your full retirement age
“Full retirement age,” or FRA, is a technical term in the context of Social Security.
It refers to the age at which you are eligible
to receive the full amount of your monthly
benefit — meaning without any penalty applied for claiming early, or any bonus applied
for delaying claiming.
In other words, claiming benefits before
reaching full retirement age means your
monthly benefit will be reduced — by as
much as 30 percent. Claiming after you reach
FRA means your monthly benefit will be increased by as much as 8 percent for each year
you wait past FRA to claim, up until age 70.
So, what exactly is your full retirement
age? That depends on the year you were
born, but for most people it’s between age
66 and 67.

6. When you claim won’t affect your
total payment
As you now know, starting benefits at
age 62 makes your monthly checks smaller
than if you’d waited. But whether you start
early (and get smaller checks) or later (with
bigger checks), you should receive about the
same total payout over the course of your
retirement.
The Social Security system was designed
to work that way — “actuarially neutral” is
the technical term.
That doesn’t mean there isn’t a powerful
reason to wait — ideally, even to age 70 if you
can. If Social Security is going to be a big part
of your retirement income, the bigger checks
you’ll get from waiting will be valuable to
your quality of life in old age.

5. Your spouse’s work history can help
you, too
Understanding your options can really pay
off with Social Security. For example, if your
spouse or ex-spouse earned more money than
you, it may be better for you to claim spousal
benefits — which are based on your spouse’s
or ex’s earnings record — instead of claiming
based on your own work history.
If you’ve been a stay-at-home spouse, or
earned low wages or didn’t work for very
many years, you may be able to receive up
to half the amount of your spouse’s or exspouse’s monthly benefit. (In the case of an
ex, you generally must have been married
to the person for at least 10 years, as well as
meet other conditions, to claim spousal benefits based on that person’s earnings record.)
It’s one more case where doing research
and planning your Social Security claiming
strategy is an investment in your future.
Social Security Choices, a Money Talks

7. You may be able to collect survivor’s
benefits even after remarrying
The rules for remarriage and survivor’s
benefits sometimes throw people off, probably because your age when you remarry is a
big part of the equation.
Survivor’s benefits let a widow or widower collect up to 100 percent of the late
spouse’s Social Security benefit amount.
You generally can claim this type of benefit
as early as age 60, but the benefit will be reduced if you claim it before reaching your full
retirement age. (Social Security’s pamphlet
“Survivors Benefits” has details).
But what if you remarry? Again, that
depends on the age at which you remarry.
The Social Security Administration explains:
“Usually, you can’t get widow’s or widower’s benefits if you remarry before age 60
(or age 50 if you’re disabled). But remarriage
after age 60 (or age 50 if you’re disabled)
won’t prevent you from getting benefit payments based on your former spouse’s work.
And at age 62 or older, you can get benefits
on your new spouse’s work, if those benefits
would be higher.”

How much of my Social Security can my ex take?
A man wonders if his ex-wife will siphon away his Social Security benefit.

By Russell Settle
Money Talks News
Welcome to our “Social Security Q&A”
series. You ask a question about Social Security, and a guest expert answers it.
You can learn how to ask a question of
your own below. And if you would like a
personalized report detailing your optimal
Social Security claiming strategy. It could
result in receiving thousands of dollars more
in benefits over your lifetime!
Today’s question comes from Mike:
“Can you answer a Social Security question for me? I was divorced in 2013, and I
heard my ex can claim my Social Security
benefits. So, will I even get a check, and
how much will she be able to take from me?”
Not as bleak as it seems
Mike, I am pleased to let you know that
your situation is nowhere near as bleak as you
suggest. Your ex may or may not be able to
claim some benefits on your Social Security
record. The good news for you is that even if
she does qualify for benefits on your record,
it will cost you nothing. Let me explain.
First, you don’t say how long your marriage lasted. For your ex to qualify for benefits on your record, your marriage needs to
have lasted at least 10 years. Anything shorter
means that she does not qualify for benefits

after your divorce.
A second requirement for an ex-spousal
benefit is that she cannot be remarried at the
time of the application for benefits on your record. If she remarries and then divorces again,
she remains potentially eligible for benefits
on your record unless she remarries again.
Even if the above requirements are met,
she still may not qualify for benefits. It
depends on the amount of her own Social

Security benefits relative to her potential
ex-spousal benefit.
The calculation is done by comparing full
retirement age (FRA) benefits. The maximum
ex-spousal benefit equals one-half of your
FRA benefit. If her own benefit exceeds
one-half of this amount, she will not receive
any ex-spousal benefits. If her own benefit is
less than one-half this amount, she receives
something in ex-spousal benefits, with the

exact amount depending again on the FRA
benefit amounts mentioned above.
Here is an illustration:
Suppose your FRA benefit amount is
$2,000. Her maximum ex-spousal benefit,
if she has no benefit on her own, would be
$1,000.
If she has her own benefits, that $1,000 is
reduced by the amount of her own FRA benefit. Suppose her own FRA benefit is $700.
In that case, she qualifies for an ex-spousal
benefit of $300 at her FRA, bringing her total
benefit to $1,000.
Of course, if she claims earlier than her
FRA, her actual benefits will be less than the
amounts mentioned here.
As previously noted, if she eventually
does receive an ex-spousal benefit, it will
have no impact on your benefit, or on your
current spouse’s benefit if you remarry. In
fact, the Social Security Administration will
not even inform you that an ex-spousal benefit is being paid on your record.
Russell Settle holds a doctorate in economics from the University of Wisconsin
and taught economics at the University
of Delaware for many years. In 2009, he
co-founded SocialSecurityChoices.com, an
internet company that provides advice on
Social Security claiming decisions.
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What You
Need To
Know
By Dr Nina Radcliff

Health Benefits
of Looking on
the Bright Side

By Dr. Nina Radcliff, MD
For most, the holidays bring
about feelings of optimism, joy,
and hope.
We are more willing to focus
outward and have hopefulness and
confidence about the future or the
success of something. And that is
what makes this time of year so
special.
What is optimism?
A psychological attribute characterized as the general expectation that good things will happen.
Further, it can be viewed as having
a perspective where the causes of
negative experiences or failures are
“temporary rather than permanent,
specific rather than global, and external rather than internal.”
Balance in optimism is key,
using common sense, being keen
on realities and not just thinking
that nothing bad can ever happen
or closing one’s eyes to truth. A
balanced optimist sees negative
events as setbacks to be overcome
and as “learning experiences.” Even
a miserable day holds promise as
“tomorrow will be better.” And, in
doing so, it enables the optimist to
more easily see the possibility for
change and is, hence, empowering.

The Benefits of optimism
Optimists know more about
their own health and how to be
healthy; engage in healthier behaviors (exercise, eating healthy,
not smoking, drinking to excess, or
utilizing illicit substances); tend to
use more approach-focused coping
strategies to confront the health
problem head-on and find ways to
reduce its severity; and have better
social networks and receive greater
support after adverse health events.
Research has shown that those
with “rose colored glasses” generally have healthier hearts and reduced
risk of death from heart disease;
lower blood pressure and stroke
risk; bounce back faster after surgery; and have improved immune
system function and survival rates
after diagnosis of cancer, Type 1 diabetes, HIV and AIDS; and, overall,
tend to live longer.
Additionally, optimists tend to
enjoy superior mental and emotional health — decreased stress,
anxiety, and depression; more
effective emotional regulation;
good coping skills; better relationships; improved creativity; greater
achievement — and are more
persistent.

Optimistic Views
Fortunately for pessimists (and
realists), patterns of thinking can
be learned to a degree — although
we tend to be mostly predisposed
to our patterns of thinking.
Positive thinking or self-talk (the
automatic stream of thoughts that
begin running through your head
the moment you wake-up) is an effective way to boost your optimism.
It takes practice but the good news
is that you can help yourself and
others become more optimistic by
consciously challenging negative,
self-limiting thinking and replacing
them with more optimistic thought
patterns.
—Being grateful creates a feeling of appreciation and helps you to
focus on things that make you happy. This sets the tone for a more optimistic outlook, which then makes
you feel happier and more grateful.
It becomes a self-reinforcing cycle.
—Think it! A study showed that
thinking of and writing down all the
best possible scenarios for your life
in terms of personal, relationship,
and professional areas for just five
minutes once a day for two weeks,
significantly improved optimism.

—Surround yourself with positive people that reflect who you
want to be and how you want to
feel, because energies are contagious. Try avoiding or minimizing contact with those who are
overcritical, thoughtless, arrogant,
self-absorbed or selfish, cynical, or
confrontational.
—Physical activity decreases
anxiety and stress, allowing you to
keep your eye on the bright side of
less than optimal situations
—Take note of when a negative
thought sprouts in your head. This
can help identify the trigger — a
person, place, lack of sleep, or
stressful situation — and allow
you to either avoid it or create a
plan of defense for the future. And,
of course, replace that negative
thought with a positive one or
behavior.
—Meditating for just 5 to 10
minutes every day has been shown
to decrease stress and anxiety while
improving the likelihood that you
will engage in positive self-talk
—Let things that you have no
power or control over, go
—Do something for someone
else, expecting nothing in return,

and you will be the one who is
receiving the best gift—the gift
of giving
—Avoid personalizing when
bad things happen; catastrophizing,
automatically assuming the worst
will happen; or polarizing, seeing
things only as either good or bad
and lacking a middle ground. This
helps to prevent negative feelings
that could result when things are
less than perfect.
Optimism is something that we
should embrace all year round.
Wishing you — and yours — a
great, healthy new year filled with
optimism for all the goodness coming your way!!
*****
This article is for general information only and should not be
used for the diagnosis or treatment
of medical conditions and cannot
substitute for the advice from your
medical professional. Dr. Nina has
used all reasonable care in compiling the current information but
it may not apply to you and your
symptoms. Always consult a doctor
or other health care professional
for diagnosis and treatment of
medical conditions.
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