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“I may disapprove of what you say, but I will defend to the death your right to say it” — Voltaire

NV Energy seeks right to stick
ratepayers with Greenlink bill
By Dana Gentry
Nevada Current
When NV Energy turned to Nevada lawmakers last year to salvage
a massive transmission line project
that state utility regulators had
already partially denied because of
the potential cost to ratepayers, the
utility’s CEO testified any increase
to customers was years away.
“We will put thousands of people to work today and Nevadans
will not be asked to pay for this
investment until at least five to six
years down the road.” NV Energy’s
Doug Cannon told legislators, who
approved the $2.5 billion project,

My Point
of
View
By Rolando Larraz

“If the commission is going to approve ginormous utility mergers that
claim to produce benefits for consumers, the Commission must hold
companies to the promises they made to FERC,” Public Citizen asserts
in a protest to NV Energy’s proposal.

known as Greenlink Nevada.
Now, just a year later, NV Energy is asking federal regulators to
grant permission (called incentives)
for the utility to come back and
request that ratepayers offset the
costs of the project’s construction
and pay for its troubles should
Greenlink be canceled.
NV Energy is owned by Berkshire Hathaway, the Warren Buffett-controlled company that earned
$90.8 billion last year.
“NV Energy’s Greenlink Nevada transmission initiative will
bring important environmental and
economic benefits to all Nevadans.
We are committed to developing
the project in a cost-effective manner and minimizing customer rate
impacts,” company spokeswoman
Jennifer Schuricht said via email.
The move pits the utility against
hotel behemoths MGM Resorts

International and Caesars Entertainment, the state’s Bureau of
Consumer Protection, the Public
Utilities Commission, and the
national watchdog organization,
Public Citizen.
Public Citizen argues that Berkshire Hathaway’s “superior financial resources render incentives
unnecessary.”
“Berkshire Hathaway functions
as capitalism’s ATM: corporations
turn to it when desperate and in
need of cash,” the watchdog group
wrote in a protest filed with the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.
In an intervention filed with
FERC on Monday, MGM Resorts
International and Caesars Enterprise Services LLC write the “Investment in Greenlink Nevada will
put upward pressure on NV Energy
(See NV Energy, Page 4)

By Chuck Muth
Yep, I’ve fallen off the wagon…
again.
OK, here’s The Golden Rule
in politics: “He who has the gold,
makes the rules.”
The problem, especially in
Nevada, is that the lobbyists, big
corporations and the GOP “establishment” power-brokers have the
gold. And they regularly use it to
beat conservatives in primaries and
nominate wishy-washy moderates.
They did it again last month in
a number of local and legislative
races. And they’re already out there
trying to crush the few solid conser-

vatives who won their primaries in
the general election…
Just as they did in 2010 when
they rallied support for Democrat
Sen. Harry Reid over Republican
Sharron Angle.
Indeed, a number of these “Harry Reid Republicans” have already
announced they’re supporting
Democrat candidates against conservative Republicans in the November general election. Shameful.
One such Reid Republican is
disgraced former State Sen. Michael “Tax Hike Mike” Roberson,
who teamed up with Democrats
to shove former RINO Gov. Brian

Sandoval’s largest tax hike in Nevada history through the Senate in
2015 when he was Majority Leader.
Tax Hike Mike then decided he
wanted to take his tax-hiking show
to Washington, DC. He got crushed
in the 2016 primary for Congress by
Danny Tarkanian, who Roberson
accused of “corruption, fraud (and)
telemarketing schemes.”
Unable to take a hint, Roberson
then decided he wanted to be lieutenant governor in 2018. He got
swamped in the general election
by Democrat “Calamity” Kate
Marshall — who shortly thereafter
(See Reid Republicans, Page 2)

The return of ‘Harry Reid Republicans’

MICHAEL ROBERSON

Election integrity in Washoe County

By Thomas Daly
Nevada News & Views
The train wreck of a primary
election we just experienced in
Washoe County begs for election
reform.
If you missed it, consider the litany of errors and failures admitted
to by the Washoe County Registrar
of Voters office (the registrar was
MIA from March 8th thru election
day and subsequently resigned).
Despite the absence of this key
official County Manager Brown
did not seek help from the Secretary of State to supply a qualified
temporary official to oversee the

County election effort. Further,
Manager Brown reportedly left the
Registrar’s office understaffed in
the months preceding the primary.
Mail-in ballots were printed incorrectly and, thus, the instructions
on how to return them were flawed.
Registered voters had their
designated filing status changed
to ‘non-partisan’ by an error prone
DMV, with no quality control check
by the Registrar and, as such, those
otherwise qualified and registered
voters could not vote for their
choice of Republican or democrat
candidates.
(See Election Integrity, Page 3)

By Cole Lauterbach
The Center Square
Texas Republican Ted Cruz is
coming to Las Vegas.
The Club for Growth announced
Friday that Cruz would speak at
the second annual School Freedom
Forum on Aug. 10.
The convention will likely be
part victory lap and part call to
action for school choice supporters.
Several states have enacted laws in
2022 that have expanded the ways
parents can direct their tax dollars

to their child’s preferred educational circumstances, including neighboring Arizona. Gov. Doug Ducey
signed into law an expansion of the
state’s Empowerment Scholarship
Accounts to all students in the state.
Meanwhile, Club for Growth
said in its release that parental
concerns over learning loss from
months of remote learning, “liberal
agendas being pushed in school
districts,” and an increasing number
of failing public schools had left
(See Ted Cruz, Page 2)

Ted Cruz to headline school choice event in Nevada

My big list of data proving the COVID vax is a deadly disaster
By Wayne Allyn Root
Two remarkable things happened last week.
First, I wrote a column about
my own personal COVID-19 vaccine death and disease cluster. I
wrote about my wedding on Nov.
21, 2021, to the beautiful Cindy
Parker Root. We’re still in our
honeymoon year as that was only
eight months ago. But a strange and
tragic thing has happened since that
date. Thirty-three people my bride

Cindy and I know have either “died
suddenly” or have suffered severe
health issues.
Thirty-three. That is a remarkable number. That is an unimaginable number. That is an impossible number. That is a one-in-abillion number.
Even more remarkable, I did my
research and found out all 33 have
had the COVID-19 vaccine. Yet
since that same date eight months
(See Wayne Allyn Root, Page 2)
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Prostitutes ban prostitution! What?
Extra penalties when it takes place around “their” Holy Hotels
By Ed Uehling
Las Vegas Tribune
Clark County law defines prostitution as engaging in sexual
acts “for monetary consideration,
whether by credit, cash or check
except between persons who are
legally married to each other.”
This writer defines it for the purposes of this story as “Accepting
cash or checks from wealthy and/
or powerful economic entities in
exchange for passing laws which
harm their competition or create
economic burdens for citizens
without compensation. Rather than
being jailed or fined, sex prostitutes
are prohibited from entering certain
areas of the County (i.e., anywhere
close to a Holy Hotel). Yesterday,
Tuesday, the Board of County Commissioners (BCC) reaffirmed the
existing prostitution laws designed
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Quote of the Week:

“We must live together
as brothers or perish
together as fools.”

― Martin Luther King Jr.

Please Note:

Although the Las Vegas Tribune is open to all and sundry
opinions about what we publish,
we wish to inform all those who
choose to submit their opinions
in writing to refrain from threatening anyone about whom an
article is written or the writer of
the article. In other words, any
opinions containing threats will
not be published. We thank you
for adhering to this policy.

Mission Statement

We search for the truth, embrace the truth, and print the
truth. If we inadvertently print
something that is not true, we
will let our readers know. We are
open to documented information
to shed light on any issue of
concern to our readers. We are
of service to our community, and
it is our intention to serve our
community the best way we can.

that the County does not violate
any laws? Nope, they have told the
writer that their job is to “facilitate”
whatever the Commissioners want
to do! What about the Sheriff?
Under English Common Law, the
main job of the Sheriff is to balance
the scales of justice and make sure
that those who are not so powerful
are NOT abused and that justice is
served. What about the press? As
envisioned by the Founders of the
Nation they are supposed to go into
action whenever the government
steps out of line.
Thomas Jefferson, the writer of
the Declaration of Independence,
even concluded that if he had to
choose between “a government
without newspapers or newspapers
without a government, I should not
hesitate a moment to prefer the latter.” He never watched our local TV
or read the Las Vegas Sun or Nevada Independent — all cheerleaders
for Democrat politicians. They even
interviewed the economic prostitutes — not the people harmed by
them — after yesterday’s meeting.
How about the voters? Since they
are the most harmed by the economic prostitutes, perhaps they will
wake up to that fact?
I vote for the Sheriff. After all,
it’s his job. He has the tools. And he
knows who’s getting paid for what!

to protect these most precious and
revered spaces in our community.
However, please take note of the
laws regulating “economic prostitution!” They are particularly severe
for elected officials.
For legislators (and the
members BCC legislate):
A Legislator shall not ask for or
RECEIVE, directly or indirectly,
any compensation, gratuity or reward, or any promise thereof, upon
an agreement or understanding
that the Legislator’s official vote,
opinion, judgment or action will
be influenced thereby, or will be
given in any particular manner,
or upon any particular side of any
question or matter upon which the
Legislator may be required to act
in the Legislator’s official capacity.
For public officials or
employees receiving bribes:
A person who executes any of
the functions of a public office, and
a person employed by or acting for
the State or for any public officer
in the business of the State, who
asks for or RECEIVES, directly
or indirectly, any compensation,
gratuity or reward, or any promise
thereof, upon an agreement or
understanding that his or her vote,
opinion, judgment, action, decision
or other official proceeding will

be influenced thereby, or that he
or she will do or omit any act or
proceeding or in any way neglect
or violate any official duty, is guilty
of a category C felony.
What could be clearer? Sex
prostitutes are committing a misdemeanor, while very specific
economic prostitutes — i.e., those
charged with the public trust — are
committing a serious felony. Is
there any doubt which group the
members of the BCC are part of?
Where are the enforcers of these
laws? Everyone else knows what
is going on. It is no coincidence
that the coalition of “Holy Hotels”
(innocently named the Nevada Resort Association) have been able to
pay to pass a law in both the State
(yes, the State Legislators are just
as corrupt as the Commissioners)
and Clark County that gives the
Holy Hotels control over the tens
of thousands of private properties
surrounding them — without,
according to at least two County
Commissioners the Holy Hotels
ever even asking for such an outrage. How did that happen? They
would have us believe it was magic,
when in fact that provision, along
with many other assaults against
common sense, Common Law, the
Declaration of Independence, the

(Continued from Page 1)
parents fed up.
“During the pandemic, parents
got an inside look about what is
happening in our schools, and they
didn’t like what they saw,” Club for
Growth President David McIntosh
said. “School freedom has become
the new centerpiece for principled
conservatives, and we are honored
to host conservative champion
Senator Ted Cruz to discuss one of
the most pressing issues facing our
country.”
Cruz called school choice the
civil rights issue of the 21st century.
“Promoting school freedom is

one of the most important things
conservatives can do to improve
the lives of families across the
country,” he said. “The status quo is
unacceptable. Every child deserves
access to an excellent education.
Parents need to be in charge of their
own children’s education, not power-hungry education bureaucrats.”
Though school choice has increased in popularity after the
COVID-19 pandemic, it remains a
target for supporters of education
unions and public schools because
they claim it siphons tax dollars
they say are meant for the public
districts.

(Continued from Page 1)
abandoned the office to go carry
water for Joe Biden in DC.
Not only was Tax Hike Mike’s
LG loss another embarrassing
failure, but many, including me,
believe his spot on the ballot as
GOP gubernatorial candidate Adam
Laxalt’s running mate helped cost
Laxalt the election against Democrat Steve Sisolak.
Thwarted as the political leper
he is to Nevada Republicans, Tax
Hike Mike then went on to become
a lobbyist for the teachers union. A
snake is a snake is a snake.
Anyway, back to the Roberson-Sandoval largest tax hike in
state history…

Voting with Roberson for that $1
BILLION+ tax hike was then-senator, and now attorney general,
A.Ron Ford. And guess who Roberson has now endorsed in this year’s
AG race?
Yep…Ford. Over Republican
challenger Sigal Chattah (disclaimer: a former client), who
has proudly signed the Taxpayer
Protection Pledge.
Joining Tax Hike Mike in backing Ford over Chattah is a dirty
dozen gaggle of “Republicans for
Ford,” including a leader of the slipand-spill ambulance-chasers association, that goofball Trump-hatin’
lawyer Jason Guinasso (be careful
how you spell that last name; if you

end it with “hole” rather than “o”
you’ll be factually correct but technically inaccurate) and a half-dozen
lobbyists from the Carson City
swamp.
And to further demonstrate just
how cozy things are in the Carson
City swamp/hot tub, consider the
fact that Roberson’s former top
campaign adviser, Mike Slanker,
was the campaign manager for
Chattah’s last-minute primary opponent, Tisha Black, who Chattah
thumped by 11 points in the race.
And what makes this obvious
back-scratching even worse is the
fact that Chattah had originally
hired Slanker for her AG race before dropping him last fall. For a
political consultant to recruit and

manage a challenger to a former
client in the same election cycle
might not be illegal, but it stinks
like yesterday’s diapers.
Follow the money. It’s all about
the Benjamins.
In the June 14 GOP primary,
86,711 Nevada Republicans voted
for Chattah. But we’re supposed
to worry about a wad of 13 turncoat Harry Reid Republicans who
formed this “Republicans for Ford”
troupe?
I don’t think so.
They oughta hang from a crane.
*****
Chuck Muth is president of Citizen Outreach, publisher of Nevada
News & Views and blogs at
MuthsTruths.com.

(Continued from Page 1)
ago, not one person we know who
is unvaccinated has either died or
gotten seriously ill. Quite a case
study. Quite a damning cluster of
death and disease for one group:
the vaccinated.
I hate to be harsh, but if you
see that story and don’t believe
something is very wrong … don’t
suspect the COVID-19 vaccine
is dangerous and deadly ... don’t
demand an investigation ... don’t
have questions ... or still trust anything the government, President
Joe Biden, Dr. Anthony Fauci, the
Food and Drug Administration,
the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention or your own doctor
says about the COVID-19 vaccine
… then you’re a brain-dead sheep.
The second remarkable thing
that happened last week: I was a
guest on “The Brannon Howse
Show” on Mike Lindell’s Lindell
TV, where I told this remarkable
story. I also mentioned that over the
past year I have compiled the most
detailed and comprehensive list of
credible medical studies and government data from around the globe
that I believe prove the COVID-19
vaccine is a dangerous and deadly
disaster — and I offered to share it

with anyone who emailed me.
I expected to get 50 requests.
And I was prepared to sit down at
my computer and email my list to
each of them. Instead, I received
thousands of requests from the
viewers on Lindell TV. THOUSANDS. I’ve lost count because
they are still coming in one week
later.
But suffice it to say, I’ve been
both a host and nonstop guest on
TV and radio for almost 40 years,
and I’ve never in my life seen a
response like this.
The biggest retailers in America
have always said that each letter or
email from a viewer, listener, fan
or consumer actually represents
thousands of people, because very
few people ever get off their couch
to take action.
At this point, I realized a couple
of interesting things. First, I have
one heck of a unique story about the
COVID-19 vaccine that Americans
want and need to hear.
Second, Mike Lindell has been
mocked and slandered by the liberal
media, but it turns out he is a hero
to average, everyday Americans.
Based on the remarkable, overthe-top response after my guest
appearance, it appears that Lindell

has an audience of millions of
Americans on his streaming TV
network. Lindell TV’s audience
responds in numbers bigger than
Fox News! And the mainstream
media haven’t got a clue.
Third, because the mainstream
media and social media have banned
or censored all the government data
and studies from across the globe
that suggest the COVID-19 vaccine
is the worst disaster in the history of
health care, it’s clear the American
people are clamoring to finally hear
the raw truth.
So, rather than continue to sit
in front of my computer for hours
a day sending out my list one by
one to thousands of wonderful
Americans who want to hear the
truth, I’ve decided to just release
the entire list right now, right here,
for all the world to see.
I hope you appreciate my thousands of hours of research. I don’t
believe anyone else has yet compiled it, categorized it and put it
in one place for the whole world
to see.
I’m not an inventor, or creator, or adventurer. I haven’t ever
discovered cures for disease. I
know my role. I’m a conservative
talk-show host. I’m Paul Revere

updated for the 21st century. My job
is to spread the news, loudly, from
the highest mountaintops. Except
I’ve updated Paul Revere’s warning
from “The British are coming! The
British are coming!” to:
“The vaccine is a killer! The
vaccine is a killer!”
So, where can you go to see
literally all significant studies and
government data releases from
across the globe that show once and
for all that the COVID-19 vaccine
is the most dangerous and deadly
disaster in history? Go to my site,
ROOTforAmerica.com. Click on
“COMMENTARY” on the top
navigation bar, and there it is — the
very first story at the top.
Please share this with everyone
you know — before it’s too late.
Wayne Allyn Root is known as
“the Conservative Warrior.” “The
Great Patriot Protest & Boycott
Book” is Wayne’s new #1 bestseller.
Wayne is a CEO, entrepreneur and
host of the nationally-syndicated
“Wayne Allyn Root: Raw & Unfiltered” aired daily in Las Vegas on
KMZQ, 670 AM from 3 p.m. to 7
p.m. and the “WAR RAW” podcast.
Read Wayne’s commentaries and
see his videos at ROOTforAmerica.
com

Reid Republicans

Wayne Allyn Root

Constitution of the United States
of America, the Constitution of the
State of Nevada, and the laws of
Clark County, were committed by
our county’s economic prostitutes,
acting in June on behalf of the Holy
Hotels who want 10,000 small businesses wiped off the map.
So where are the upholders of
the law? Forget the FBI — probably the nation’s most corrupt
institution. What about the Courts?
No, they’re bought off by the Holy
Ones. What about the attorneys
assigned to the BCC to make sure

Ted Cruz
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Requests for affordable housing project
help total five times program’s funding
By Michael Lyle
Nevada Current
The Nevada Housing Division told lawmakers this week it is reviewing $2.5 billion
in requests for projects seeking to address the
state’s affordable housing crisis, an amount
that far exceeds the $500 million investment
promised by the governor earlier this year.
The division provided the Interim Finance
Committee, which approved the $250 million
of the half-billion dollar pledged funding in
April, an update of the 234 applications submitted in the initial review process in May.
Not all proposals met the needed criteria to
move forward to a formal application process.
“Of the 234, 180 pre-applications have
been approved and moved on to the second
round, which is the full application process,”
said Michael Holliday, chief financial officer
with the Nevada Housing Division. “It’s a
much more involved process with much more
documentation required at that point.”
The division is expected to finish reviewing applications in August and award allocations in September. The governor’s office
said it planned to ask the finance committee
for the remaining $250 million in the fall.
Both Democratic and Republican members of the finance committee previously
expressed concerns regarding legislative
oversight of the housing investment.
That continued Tuesday when Republican
Assemblywoman Robin Titus questioned
how the committee reviewing projects was
selected and wondered why the group didn’t
include those experiencing homelessness or
seniors.
Titus was one of three Republicans who
opposed the committee approving the $250
million in April.
“I see nobody from the private sector
on this committee on how to award these
grants,” she said.
The seven member committee in charge
includes Holliday along with Democratic
Assemblywoman Sandra Jauregui, who is
also a real estate agent; Kristin Cooper with
Clark County Social Service; Christine Hess,

The state is expected to finish reviewing applications for the first half of $500 million
in federal funding in August and award allocations in September.
the executive director or Nevada Housing February, Gov. Steve Sisolak announced he
Coalition, which consists of social service would dedicate $500 million of American
providers and developers; Brooke Page with Rescue Plan Act funding to go toward the
the Corporation for Supportive Housing; affordable housing crisis:
The state launched the “Home Means
Dena Schmidt, the administrator with the
Nevada Aging and Disability Services Divi- Nevada” initiative in April to start screening
sion; and Steve Aichroth, the administrator proposals.
for Nevada Housing Division
Projects were broken down into four
Jauregui disappointed housing justice categories to align with funding priorities —
advocates in 2021 when she failed to give a developing multifamily housing, preserving
hearing to a bill that offered modest tenant affordable housing, increasing homeownprotections. The bill was opposed by housing ership and home rehabilitation, and land
industry groups.
acquisition. Of the dedicated funding, $300
Holliday said everyone on the committee million was directed toward developing new
is “experts in the field” and would be able to housing units.
“score neutrally across the board.”
Holliday said there were 140 applications
“It was going to be difficult to have for developing multi-family housing submitsomeone from those lines of private sector, ted to the state in May. Of that, 112 moved
developers for sure, because a lot of them into the formal application process: 67 from
would be applying,” Holliday said. “I think Clark County, 33 from Washoe County and
the level of expertise required, especially 12 from the rural counties.
for the financial sections of the applications,
Clark County has also allocated $130
would be difficult for someone who isn’t in million of its share of ARPA dollars toward
affordable housing.
this industry or works in this field.”
Nevada, which has been dealing with a
“We’ve also been engaging in weekly
housing crisis for years, lacks an estimated conversations with Clark County discussing
their community housing fund and how it
105,000 affordable housing units.
The state’s greatest deficit is housing can interact with the Home Means Nevada
for extremely low-income renters earning initiative to make sure we can leverage both
less than 30 percent of area median income. sets of funding to make sure we get as much
Estimates from state and national groups say affordable housing development as we can,”
Nevada is 84,000 units short.
he said.
Democratic Assemblywoman Maggie
During the state of the state speech in

Carlton asked if there was any information
for how many projects dealt with seniors.
“One thing that I’m hearing four or five
times a day is from seniors that are having a
very tough time paying their rent because the
rents are going up and it’s going to be more
than the money they are bringing in on their
fixed income,” she said.
Holliday wasn’t able to provide a breakdown, but said he could before the August
finance committee meeting.
The state also pledged for at least 20
percent of the funds to go toward projects
that build permanent supportive housing
programs and serve populations who make
less than 30 percent of area median income.
Holliday didn’t provide information on
that goal.
The state is putting $130 million into
preserving existing affordable housing and
preventing units from converting back to
market rate.
The division received 40 initial applications in May but is currently moving forward
with 38 proposals, including 19 in Clark
County, 17 in Washoe County and 2 in the
rural counties.
For land acquisition, to which the state
directed $40 million of funding, there were
20 initial applications, with 15 moving to the
final review.
Applications focusing on homeownership and rehabilitation received 20 initial
applications, with 15 moving forward to the
final review. The state is putting $30 million
toward each category.
There were eight proposals focused on
Clark County, one from Washoe County,
five for rural Nevada and one statewide
application.
Holliday said while the committee is
working on getting through applications for
homeownership and rehabilitation, they are
prioritizing new development and housing
preservations.
“Those projects will take a lot longer to
come to fruition so we want to get a head start
on those,” he said.

How Southern Nevada’s recent storms have affected Lake Mead

By Jeff Gillan
LAS VEGAS (KSNV) — Thursday’s downpour, which ranged anywhere from three-tenths of an inch
at Harry Reid International Airport
to more than 1 inch on the Las
Vegas Strip, is certainly welcome.
But what about the bigger picture: Do monsoons have an impact
on Lake Mead, our principal source
of water?
Time for an expert.
“No. From a water supply standpoint, the monsoon rain is great
for maybe reducing the number of
days you have to water your lawn
this week or something along those
lines. But as far as refilling Lake
Mead or Lake Powell, which are
the two major reservoirs which
drive water supply conditions in
the Colorado River Basin, it really
is a drop in the bucket,” says Paul
Miller, a hydrologist at the Colorado Basin River Forecast Center in
Salt Lake City.

The center watches the precipitation flowing into the Colorado
River, which flows into Lake Powell, which then feeds Lake Mead.
Miller says monsoons help a
bit, but Lake Mead is born in the
Rockies.
“Depending on the source that

Election Integrity
(Continued from Page 1)
Some voters who ‘opted-out’ of
getting a mail-in ballot nonetheless
recieved one.
Some voters got two mail-in
ballots sent to their home address.
Some voters received the wrong
ballot as the boundaries of their
election district changed based
on the last census. The Registrar
botched that simple task despite
having months to get it right before
our primary election.
I could go on.
So, you might think our Board
of County Commissioners, who
are responsible for ensuring our
voters rolls are accurate, (see the
federal National Voter Registration
Act of 1993), might authorize an
audit of the Registrar’s office and/
or the county voter rolls to identify
problems and employ the necessary
fixes before the upcoming November general election.

You would be wrong. Despite
multiple requests to do so, they
have taken no action, save for appointing an ‘interim’ Registrar, the
same individual who oversaw the
latest election debacle. A permanent
Registrar will not be appointed
before the general election in November.
With the exception of Commissioner Herman, our Commissioners
continue to believe ‘all is well’, see
Kevin Bacon final scene in Animal
House — Bing video.
Perhaps after our November
election our two new Commissioners will take their responsibilities
seriously and restore confidence in
our electoral process.
The 2024 elections are coming.
*****
Thomas Daly is a conservative
Republican resident of Washoe
County and a former candidate for
Assembly District 26.

you look at, 95 to 98 percent of
our water supply comes from the
snowpack in the Colorado mountains,” he says.
Miller says after a good January,
precipitation dwindled. Snowpack
ended about 60 percent of normal.
That’s been a pattern, he says. Snow
starts good, then stops.
The problem is a dry season
means much of the snow gets absorbed by mountain soil. There’s
less runoff for us.
That brings us back to Lake
Mead: As of Thursday, the lake
sat at 1040.58 feet, down 27 feet
from a year ago. It’s just over 27
percent full.

And back to yesterday’s rain,
which helps a dry year. As of yesterday, we’ve seen .69 inches of rain
so far in 2022. We’re about one and
three-quarter inches behind where
we should be.
Beth Moore with the Southern
Nevada Water Authority says rainfall during monsoon season helps
in other ways. “The benefit it does
have is that it is nature’s way of
irrigating our landscapes, our grass,
our plants, our trees, so everybody
can go out and turn off their irrigation clocks for at least a couple of
days,” says Moore.
So turn off your irrigation and
save some water. We need it.
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Congressional probe labels Siegel Group’s
eviction practices “uniquely egregious”
By Michael Lyle
Nevada Current
Though a recent U.S. House committee
investigation revealed Siegel Suites used
abusive tactics to force people out during the
pandemic and evicted tenants even as they
waited on rental assistance, the damage is
already done for Ashima Carter.
Carter received an eviction notice in
March 2021 even though she was approved
for rental assistance from Clark County. She
and her two children, then 14 and 6, left the
morning a constable was supposed to come,
and have struggled to find permanent housing
ever since.
“They messed my life up right now,” she
said. “With that eviction from Siegel Suites
on my credit, it’s been hard for me to get
housing.”
A House Select Subcommittee on the
Coronavirus Crisis had been investigating
The Siegel Group, along with three other national extended stay corporations, Invitation
Homes, Ventron Management and Pretium
Partners, for the last year.
Early data from the committee estimated
the four corporate landlords being investigated filed 5,414 eviction cases from March
2020 through July 2021.
Thursday’s report showed it was much
higher.
Recent findings from the committee
showed companies had “nearly three times as
many eviction cases as previously reported,
totaling almost 15,000 eviction filings.”
The report, which called The Siegel
Group’s practices “uniquely egregious,” said
the company used “deceptive and potentially
unlawful practices” and engaged in harassment tactics. The panel’s investigation found
emails from regional managers who were at
times gleeful when an eviction took place.
All four companies had been found to file
evictions even when tenants applied for or
were waiting on rental assistance.
According to the report, “internal Siegel
data show that the company evicted at least
89 tenants with pending rental assistance
applications.”
South Carolina Democratic Rep. James
Clyburn, who chairs the subcommittee, said
at any other time the abuses “would be condemnable” but said they are “unconscionable
during a once-in-a-century economic and
public health crisis.”
“In some instances, the Select Subcommittee found that their abuses may have violated
the law, and I have referred our relevant

NV Energy

(Continued from Page 1)
customer rates, a fact that cannot be
ignored as NV Energy attempts to
shift Greenlink Nevada project risk
from the Companies to customers
through its proposed incentives
which will add unnecessary significant costs for customers.”
Public Citizen says the move by
Berkshire Hathaway is “contrary
to the justifications Berkshire Hathaway pledged when it acquired
Nevada Power in 2013.”
“If the commission is going to
approve ginormous utility mergers
that claim to produce benefits for
consumers, the Commission must
hold companies to the promises
they made to FERC,” Public Citizen asserts in its protest.
The Nevada Attorney General’s
office, representing the state Bureau of Consumer Protection, filed
a motion with FERC to intervene
and protest.
“The BCP does not support the
Companies’ request for incentive
rate treatment for the Greenlink
Nevada project given that it will
unnecessarily increase costs for
Nevada’s electric ratepayers,” the
AG’s office wrote on behalf of the
BCP.
The state’s Public Utilities Commission filed a request with federal
regulators to comment on NV
Energy’s request, and urged that
regulators take “a measured view
of the impact that incentives may
have on customers of the utilities
while recognizing the statutory
requirement to limit ‘rate shock.’”
The rate incentives sought by
NV Energy ”would compel hundreds of thousands of captive
household customers to function
as the utilities’ free bank and insur-

The report references an email from a regional manager for Siegel who wrote that they
“love[d] getting to say that this means the eviction may happen sooner than expected and
seeing the look on their faces.” The email ends with a smiley face emoji.
findings to the appropriate federal and state
agencies for further investigation and potential enforcement action,” he said. “These
companies must be held accountable, and we
must work to ensure that future emergencies
do not result in further egregious evictions.”
In an email, Gov. Steve Sisolak’s office
applauded the work the panel has done and
said Sisolak “is appalled and dismayed by the
tactics employed by these corporate landlords
during the worst public health emergency in
our country’s history” adding the company
“put profits over people.
Sean Thueson, the executive vice president and general counsel for The Siegel
Group, said in a statement he was surprised
the report “was issued without being called
or interviewed for the report” and said the
company tries to “to run the most dignified
rental housing business.”
“The Siegel Group has at all times been
committed to abiding by the letter and the
spirit of the law applicable to our operations,”
Thueson said. “We will continue to put roofs
over people’s heads and keep people employed. This is what we have always done.
SIEGEL CARES!”
Sisolak issued a blanket eviction moratorium in March 2020 after businesses shut down
as Covid-19 began to spread. The statewide
moratorium was extended multiple times
until July 2021.
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention also issued an order in September
2020 saying landlords couldn’t evict people

ance, resulting in profoundly unjust
and unreasonable rates,” according
to Public Citizen’s protest.
In 2020, NV Energy proposed
the 600 mile Greenlink project
— a western transmission line
from Las Vegas to Yerington, and
a northern line from Yerington to
Ely. The PUC allowed NV Energy
to proceed on the western line but
only allowed permitting and land
acquisition, not construction, of the
northern line.
State lawmakers stepped in and
approved the entire plan last year.
Last year, Gov. Steve Sisolak
said on Facebook that Greenlink
Nevada will “unlock for all Nevadans the sustainability & economic
benefits that come from providing
essential transmission access to our
State’s vast renewable energy resources & exemplifies the potential
of my vision for NV’s new energy
economy.”
“As this is going through an
independent regulatory process,
the Governor’s Office has no comment,” spokeswoman Meghin
Delaney said Monday via email.
“There is nothing that demonstrates that rates will necessarily go
up at all,” state Sen. Chris Brooks,
who championed the project, told
the Current a year ago after the
Legislature gave the transmission
lines its stamp of approval.
He said the cost would be shared
among everyone using the transmission over a long period, including companies attracted by the new
transmission lines, which would
reduce costs borne by individual
ratepayers.
Brooks did not respond Monday
to requests for comment.
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for the nonpayment of rent.
Tenants and legal groups warned at the
time that landlords like Siegel Suites were
trying to skirt the moratorium, sometimes
using “no cause” evictions to oust tenants.
Nevada Current first spoke to Carter in
March of 2021 right after she received a “no
cause” eviction notice from Siegel. At the
time, she was afraid to use her full name out
of fear of retaliation but “it doesn’t matter at
this point.”
Leading up to her eviction, Carter previously told the Current she had to reduce her
hours as a warehouse worker with Amazon
in order to help her son, who is legally blind,
complete school assignments. Because of the
virus, schools went virtual.
She eventually fell behind on rent, and
needed to apply for assistance. Carter was approved for nearly $1,800 of rental assistance
through Clark County’s CARES Housing
Assistance Program. That didn’t stop Siegel
Suites from filing an eviction against her.
Carter eventually opted to leave Siegel
rather than potentially being ousted, along
with her two children, by a constable.
She stayed at a hotel for a few weeks before finally landing at the Las Vegas Rescue
Mission, where she lived for 11 months.
Jonathan Norman, the statewide advocacy,
outreach and policy director for the Nevada
Coalition of Legal Service Providers, said
one of the ramifications of these evictions is
the burden it placed on nonprofits.
“I would guess these (nonprofits) have

seen how these practices have played out in
having people become unhoused,” he said.
‘Shocking, yet not surprising’
A year later, things have finally started to
turn around for Carter.
Over the summer, she was able to enter
a program that allowed her to stay in a
furnished two bedroom apartment with her
children. Carter also has two jobs, one still
with Amazon and the other as a substance
abuse advocate.
“I literally work seven-days a week,”
she said.
Though it has been a rough couple years,
Carter is grateful she has a roof over her head
and is able to work. But the program she is
in ends at the end of August, and she has to
find a permanent place to live before then.
She said the eviction on her credit report,
which also shows she owes Siegel $1,300,
has made that impossible.
“I don’t know why it shows I owe that,”
she said. The County “paid them their money. I don’t know why they still are saying I
owe them.”
The investigation into Siegel and the other
landlords, as well as their impact on people
like Carter, took a year. Siegel didn’t initially
comply with requests to submit documents.
In November, Clyburn sent a letter to the
group calling their failure “deeply concerning“ before pushing them to release requested
information. Siegel, along with Invitation
Homes, don’t maintain complete data on
evictions, the report found.
When asked about the findings from the
report, Carter said she was happy Siegel’s
practices are being brought to light.
“Even if nothing happens, or it takes five
or ten years from now, at least they are exposed,” she said. “It’s like wearing a scarlet
letter.”
The House committee’s investigation
identified 14,744 eviction cases that appear
to violate policies designed to protect tenants
during the pandemic, but the report indicated
the scope of evictions is much larger.
Norman said Nevada’s summary eviction
process, which requires a tenant file with the
court first after receiving a notice, might have
played a role in the findings in the report.
“The number of people who self-evict
after they get the initial notice that’s not
filed with the court, we don’t know those
numbers,” he said. “As bad as this report
sounds, I wouldn’t doubt that it has impacted
more people.”
(See Siegel Suites, Page 5)

Stavros ANTHONY
for Lieutenant Governor

As Lieutenant Governor, Stavros Anthony will
focus on economic development with an emphasis
on small business, public safety across the state
and safe communities, promoting and advancing
tourism, and oversight of the Nevada State Senate.
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Ranked-choice-voting advocates
celebrate State Supreme Court ruling

By Suzanne Potter
Public News Service
A proposal to change the way Nevada
votes is one step closer to getting on the November ballot after the State Supreme Court
rejected a legal challenge.
The “Better Voting Nevada” campaign
wants to end closed, partisan primaries where
you can only vote for your registered party,
and move to an open primary.
Sondra Cosgrove, professor of history
at the College of Southern Nevada and a
supporter of the “Better Voting Nevada”
campaign, would like to change the state constitution to expand the number of candidates
who move to the general election, to give
more independent candidates a shot.
“We want to have more options,” Cosgrove explained. “We don’t want just two
people moving forward from the primary to
the general election. We want ﬁve people,
because oftentimes when you look at the
people who move forward, it’s just the people
with the most money.”
The proposal would also institute ranked-

The state is verifying signatures submitted by Nevada Voters First to get the
ranked-choice-voting/open primary proposal on the ballot.

choice voting in the general election. People
would rank the candidates in order of preference, and if no one gets 51 percent, the lowest
vote-getter falls off. Then, the second choice
of their voters gets added to the total, and so
on until someone has a majority.
The ballot measure is opposed by many
of the state’s top Democrats and by Silver
State Voices, on the grounds it would be too
confusing for voters.
Cosgrove argued the open-primary system
would give candidates incentive to appeal to
the widest range of voters, instead of producing far-right or far-left candidates who appeal
to the extremes of their base.
“We’re hoping ... the candidates will do
the more moderate platform in the primary,
and then just continue with that moderate
platform as they move forward,” Cosgrove
emphasized.
The campaign turned in the last batch of
signatures this week. Because the proposal
would amend the state constitution, it would
have to be approved by voters in two successive elections.

Report boosts uniﬁed power authority for western states
By Brett Davis
The Center Square
A new report by consulting ﬁrm Energy
Strategies found that establishing a Regional
Transmission System for Western states could
bring signiﬁcant economic beneﬁts to the
region, including up to 657,000 permanent,
high-paying jobs and $2 billion in annual
energy savings.
The “Western RTO Economic Impact
Study“ was conducted on behalf of Advanced
Energy Economy, a Washington, D.C.-based
trade association.
An RTO coordinates, controls, and monitors a multi-state electric grid.
Currently, the West is one of the only regions in the U.S. without an RTO managing
its power grid.
Energy Strategies’ analysis found that
every state in the Western region — Arizona,

California, Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Utah, Washington,
and Wyoming — could expect to beneﬁt
from an RTO.
Per the report, an RTO could beneﬁt the
regional economy by lowering electricity
prices, driving clean energy development,
expanding existing businesses, and attracting
new businesses.
Besides generating jobs through 2030 and
saving costs on energy, the report touts up
to $79.2 billion in additional gross regional
product per year across the 11 states and the
addition of 4,400 Megawatts of clean energy
to the Western grid.
“We at AEE commissioned this study to
look at the economic impact of a Western
RTO and what that would mean for the region
and the states,” Amisha Rai, Managing Director at AEE, said during a Tuesday morning

virtual press brieﬁng.
Todd Myers, environmental director for
the free market Washington Policy Center
think tank in Seattle, said an RTO would
mean trade-offs.
“Like everything, it is a mixed bag,”
he said. “Generally, expanding electricity
trade among states makes the system more
resilient, allowing energy to go where there
is demand.”
The report’s RTO job-creation numbers
struck Myers as too rosy.
“The projection of creating a huge amount

Biden administration
announces $400 million
for rural internet access
WASHINGTON, (Reuters) — President
Joe Biden’s administration announced on
Thursday that it will provide $401 million
to provide access to high-speed internet for
31,000 rural residents and businesses in 11
states, as part of Biden’s drive to expand
access to the web.
“With this money we are one step closer
to President Biden’s ambitious goal of affordable and reliable internet for all,” Biden’s
infrastructure coordinator Mitch Landrieu
told reporters.
At the same time, Vice President Kamala
Harris is traveling to New York on Thursday
to announce formation of the Economic
Opportunity Coalition, a coalition of 23
companies and foundations, with the aim of
investing billions of dollars into low-income
communities.

priority for me and my administration,” said
Sisolak.
“I am incredibly proud of the strides we
have made through these programs to make
Nevada state government a veteran-friendly
employer. Not only are we assisting veterans in the transition to civilian life, but our
state government is made stronger and more
diverse by the unique skill sets, life experiences, and perspectives these veterans bring
to work,” he said.
The state also announced Wednesday the
expansion of the Veteran Hiring Program to
spouses of active-duty U.S. military members
and veterans. The change will open up job
counseling and assist spouses in navigating
the state employment hiring process.
Nevada employs 18,000 state workers.

The aim of the group, the White House
said, will be to “address economic disparities and accelerate economic opportunity in
communities of color and other underserved
communities.”
The White House said founding members
of the coalition include Ariel Investments,
Bank of America, BNY Mellon, Capital One,
Citi, Discover, Ford Foundation, Goldman
Sachs, Google, Key Bank, Kresge Foundation, Mastercard, McDonald’s, McKinsey
& Company, Micron, Momentus Capital,
Moody’s, Netﬂix, PayPal, PNC, The Rockefeller Foundation, TIAA, and Upstart.
The $401 million in loans and grants
comes from the ReConnect Program, a fund
dispersed by the U.S. Agriculture Department. It will support high-speed internet
projects in Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Idaho, Montana, New
Mexico, Nevada, North Dakota and Texas,
USDA said.

“The legal service providers in the state
have probably gotten the most referrals from
cases originating in Siegel Suites,” Norman
said. “We’ve seen the type of behaviors outlined in the report.”
Some parts of the examination, he said,
were “especially egregious.”
The report references an email from a
regional manager for Siegel who wrote that
they “love[d] getting to say that this means
the eviction may happen sooner than expect-

ed and seeing the look on their faces.” The
email ends with a smiley face emoji.
Though Siegel received a chunk of attention in the report, Norman hopes larger
implications aren’t lost.
He said other companies highlighted in the
report, like Invitation Homes, are “buying up
housing stock.”
“I think about how companies like Invitation Homes impact the affordability of
housing throughout the state,” he said.

Sisolak touts Nevada veteran employment increase
By Cole Lauterbach
The Center Square
Nevada is employing more veterans.
The Nevada Department of Administration announced Wednesday that veterans
comprise 6.2 percent of the state’s public
workforce, an increase from only 1.8 percent
in 2016.
The department owes the increase to
hiring 70 veterans per quarter on average
compared to the state’s historical average of
8, of which it said was because of its Veteran
Hiring Program.
Gov. Steve Sisolak also created the Veteran Peer Mentor Program, which created
professional mentoring and development
opportunities for already-employed veterans.
“Since day one, veterans have been a

Siegel Suites

(Continued from Page 4)
He said even the number of people evicted while waiting for rental assistance, like
Carter, is also probably larger than indicated.
For tenants behind on rent, the report
shows Siegel received $1.87 million in rental
assistance from the CARES Act in 2020 and
$1.44 million in rental assistance through
July 2021.
“Although some tenants were able to
remain housed in Siegel properties as a

result of federal rental assistance funds, the
company does not appear to have used the
funds as a clear alternative to eviction,” the
authors wrote.
Not only did Siegel Suites not experience
a decline in revenue, the report notes that
“Siegel received a $2.32 million PPP loan in
early August 2020, which was later forgiven
in its entirety.”
Norman said the results were “shocking
yet not surprising.”

of new jobs, however, seems ridiculous to
me,” he said. “Such projections are wildly
speculative.”
Myers noted not all states would see the
same results under an RTO.
“But the impacts will vary from state to
state,” he said.
“Washington has some of, if not the, lowest electricity rates in the nation. Increasing
trade among states would create more competition for our electricity, and would probably
drive our rates up while driving rates in other
states down,” he stated.
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Senate sends veterans toxic
exposure bill to Biden’s desk
By Jordan Williams
The Hill
The Senate on Tuesday passed legislation
expanding care for veterans who suffer from
illnesses because of exposure to toxins during
their military service, ending a standoff after
Republicans blocked the bill last week.
The Sgt. 1st Class Heath Robinson Honoring Our Promise to Address Comprehensive
Toxics Act passed with a vote of 86-11 and
aims to expand benefits from the Department
of Veterans Affairs to 3.5 million veterans.
The bill now heads to President Biden’s
desk, and he is expected to sign it.
“While we can never fully repay the
enormous debt we owe to those who have
worn the uniform, today, the United States
Congress took important action to meet this
sacred obligation,” Biden said in a statement
shortly after the bill’s passage.
“I have long said we have a lot of obligations as a nation, but we have only one sacred
obligation — to prepare and equip those we
send to war and to take care of them and their
families when they come home,” he added.
“I look forward to signing this bill, so that
veterans and their families and caregivers
impacted by toxic exposures finally get the
benefits and comprehensive health care they
earned and deserve.”
Tuesday’s vote comes after Senate Republicans unexpectedly blocked the bill during a
procedural vote last week. The upper chamber on Wednesday voted 55-42 in favor of
the bill, failing to reach the 60-vote threshold
needed to overcome a filibuster. Twenty-five
Republicans who initially voted to advance
the bill in June changed their votes.

Veterans, military family members and advocates call for Senate Republicans to change
their votes on a bill designed to help millions of veterans exposed to toxic substances during
their military service, at the Capitol in Washington, Monday, Aug. 1, 2021.
The upper chamber previously passed the
Republicans have argued that the bill
bill in June by a vote of 84-14, and the House would create a “budgetary gimmick” by movpassed the bill in July on a bipartisan 342-88 ing $400 billion spent by the Department of
vote. The measure had to go back to the Sen- Veterans Affairs (VA) to mandatory spending,
ate, as the House version included changes. where it wouldn’t be subject to annual appro-

priations like discretionary spending would.
Earlier on Tuesday, GOP Senators reached
a deal for votes on three amendments, with 60
votes needed to pass the measures, followed
by a vote on final passage of the bill.
Veterans groups have been camping outside the Capitol since Thursday in a bid to
pressure the Senate to pass the bill. Those
same veterans, joined by comedian Jon
Stewart, sat in the Senate Gallery to observe
the vote.
Senate Majority Leader Charles Schumer
(D-N.Y.) thanked the advocates for their efforts, saying they could “go home knowing
the good and great things you’ve done for
America.”
In addition to expanding VA eligibility for
veterans exposed to toxins, the legislation
also adds 23 burn pit and toxic exposure-related connections to the agency’s list of
presumptive service connections.
The bill also expands presumptions related to exposures to Vietnam War-era Agent
Orange to veterans who served in Thailand,
Cambodia, Laos and Guam.

By The Horn editorial team
HORN NEWS — House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi, D-Calif., is likely to retire after the
2022 midterms as the Democratic Party’s
third most powerful politician. She will run
for re-election for Congress in her district, but
has repeatedly vowed not to resign her role
as the speaker (or minority leader).
Her replacement has reportedly been
groomed by Pelosi since 2018 — and he’s a

name especially familiar to the supporters of
former President Donald Trump.
Rep. Adam Schiff, D-Calif., isn’t just the
leader of Trump’s impeachment trial and the
Democrat-led House investigations into the
former president. Schiff is also reportedly
ready to take on the role of the House of
Representatives top Democrats, according
to a report by The Washington Post.
(See Pelosi Retirement, Page 7)

force or violence,” according to the FBI.
Wray testified in June 2021 that the FBI has
a “very, very active domestic terrorism investigation program” and that it has “doubled
the amount of domestic terrorism investigations,” according to the letter.
“Given the narrative pushed by the Biden

cases, according to a whistleblower who
allegedly spoke to Jordan and other Republicans. The FBI’s Counterterrorism Division
Director and another official “have pressured
agents to move cases into the DVE category
to hit self-created performance metrics,”
said Jordan.
The metrics are used to dish out “awards
and promotions,” said a whistleblower to
Jordan and Republicans. The new allegations
are relevant given how the FBI has become
politicized, said the Republican, who wrote a
letter to Wray in June outlining whistleblower
claims that the FBI is “purging” conservative
employees.
Jordan is demanding the FBI provide
the number of DVE investigations from
January 2020 to present and the number of
“Confidential Human Sources” that have
contributed to DVE reports since that same
time, among other documents. He has set a
Aug. 10 deadline for the bureau to respond.
The FBI did not immediately respond to
a request for comment.

Nancy Pelosi likely to retire

GOP charges FBI is pressuring workers
to find “domestic violent extremism”

By Gabe Kaminsky
Daily Caller News Foundation
FBI officials are “pressuring” bureau
employees to reclassify cases to involve Domestic Violent Extremism (DVE) in order to
satisfy “performance metrics” created by data
hungry superiors, a top Republican alleged
in a letter Wednesday.
“We continue to hear from brave whistleblowers about disturbing conduct at the
Federal Bureau of Investigation,” Republican
Ohio Rep. Jim Jordan, ranking member on
the House Judiciary Committee, wrote in
the letter to FBI Director Christopher Wray.
“From recent protected disclosures, we have
learned that FBI officials are pressuring
agents to reclassify cases as ‘domestic violent
extremism’ even if the cases do not meet the
criteria for such a classification.”
DVE pertains to someone in the U.S.
“without direction or inspiration from a foreign terrorist group or other foreign power
who seeks to further political or social goals
wholly or in part through unlawful acts of

Toyota-Panasonic battery
JV to buy lithium from
ioneer’s Nevada mine
(Reuters) — A joint battery
venture of Toyota Motor Corp and
Panasonic Corp will buy lithium
from ioneer Ltd’s Rhyolite Ridge
mining project and use the metal
to build electric vehicle batteries
in the United States.
The binding supply deal, announced on Sunday, is the second
in less than a month for ioneer
and a strong vote of confidence
in a project that is racing to be the
first new U.S. source of the battery
metal in decades.
Under the terms of the deal,
ioneer will supply 4,000 tons of
lithium carbonate annually for five
years to Prime Planet Energy &
Solutions, which was formed by
Toyota and Panasonic in 2020 to
better compete with battery market
leader Contemporary Amperex
Technology Co Ltd.
Supplies are slated to begin in
2025, a timeline that depends in
part on ioneer obtaining financing
and permitting.
The deal includes a commitment
from PPES that ioneer’s lithium
will be used to build EV battery
parts inside the United States for
the U.S. EV market. PPES, which is
based in Japan, has reportedly been
considering building a battery plant
in western North Carolina.
“The whole purpose of this
agreement is for this lithium to be
used in the United States,” James
Calaway, ioneer’s executive chairman, told Reuters.
A proposed expansion of the
U.S. EV tax credit would require
that lithium and other EV minerals
be sourced domestically or from
allies starting as soon as next year.
That potential change, which is

under debate in Congress, has
shown a spotlight on the nascent
U.S. development plans of battery
and automakers.
“Having an agreement with
ioneer provides PPES a first step in
securing a U.S. supply of lithium,”
said PPES President Hiroaki Koda,
who added he has “confidence in
ioneer’s technology.”
The amount of lithium that
ioneer will supply PPES is enough
to make batteries for about 150,000
EVs annually, though that figure
would vary depending on design
and other factors.
Australia-based ioneer aims
to produce about 21,000 tons of
lithium in Nevada annually starting
in 2025. It signed a supply deal
with Ford Motor Co. in mid-July
and last year with South Korea’s
Ecopro Co.
The Rhyolite Ridge project has
faced push back from some conservationists who worry it could harm
a rare flower known as Tiehm’s
buckwheat, though ioneer has said
it believes it can safely extract lithium while also protecting the plant.
“We’ve figured out how we can
build the mine and not touch the
Tiehm’s buckwheat,” said Calaway.

Administration that domestic violent extremism is the ‘greatest threat’ facing our country
the revelation that the FBI may be artificially
padding domestic terrorism data is scandalous,” Jordan also said. FBI employees are not
finding enough DVE and are being pushed by
superiors to use minor evidence to reclassify

Mail Boxes For Rent

only $15/month
Must pay 3 months in advance
We also can receive
UPS and FedEx

MAIL BY RENEE

(Under New Management)

716 South 10th Street • Las Vegas, NV 90101
For more information come by or call
(702) 262-0703

After starting New Mexico
fire, U.S. asks victims to pay
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By Andrew Hay
TIERRA MONTE, N.M., (Reuters)
— After the U.S. government started the
largest wildfire in New Mexico’s recorded
history in April, it is asking victims to share
recovery costs on private land, jeopardizing
relief efforts, according to residents and state
officials.
The blaze was sparked by U.S. Forest Service (USFS) prescribed fires to reduce wildfire risk. The burns went out of control after
a series of missteps, torching 432 residences
and over 530 square miles of mostly privately
owned forests and meadows, much of it held
by members of centuries-old Indo-Hispano
ranching communities.
“Today I’m announcing the federal government’s covering 100 percent of the cost,”
President Joe Biden said during a visit to
New Mexico in June. Biden was announcing
a disaster declaration that covered debris
removal and emergency protective measures.
But federal cost-sharing statutes on other
federal relief programs are limiting Biden’s
authority and exposing holes in the government safety net meant to help survivors and
restore landscapes.
It is a system more Americans will turn
to as extreme fires and flooding become the
climate change norm.
“I DIDN’T CAUSE
THIS DAMN FIRE”
Biden’s measure was meant to bridge
FEMA relief and a congressional bill that may
pass in the fall to provide 100 percent federal
compensation for losses from the so-called
Hermit’s Peak Calf Canyon fire.
Daniel Encinias was among survivors who
met Biden and was told by U.S. Department
of Agriculture (USDA) officials he would get
timely support at little or no cost.
He, his wife Lori, three teenage children,
four dogs and eight cats are living in a camping trailer next to the ashes of their home in
Tierra Monte, 35 miles northeast of Santa Fe.
Encinias submitted an application to the
USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) to fix his well, but was told
to share 25 percent of costs based on a federal
statute that could not be waived as it did not
fall under Biden’s declaration.
Encinias said he was told by NRCS officials his application would be considered in
September and recovery work would begin
six to 12 months thereafter if he was accepted
So like many fire survivors in this low-income area who have no insurance, the rancher

By Brad Dress
The Hill
Rep. Rick Allen (R-Ga.) introduced legislation Tuesday aiming at boosting startups
and small businesses across the country by
expanding access to training programs and
resources for entrepreneurs.
The Startup Act would amend the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act — a
2014 law that helps job seekers access training and matches them with employers — by
adopting language that includes entrepreneurs to give them similar resources.
The legislation would also authorize the
Department of Labor to conduct a three-year,
multistate study to analyze entrepreneurial
skill development programs and how they
affect the economy.
Allen, who founded a construction company in Georgia before he was elected to
office in 2014, said after spending nearly four
decades operating a small business, he knows
“how federal policies impact entrepreneurs
and job creators.”
“I am proud to lead this effort to help
current and future entrepreneurs access the
resources they need to create jobs, grow our
economy, and realize the American Dream,”
Allen said in a statement.
There were roughly 31.7 million small
businesses in the U.S. as of 2017, according
to the Small Business Administration’s Office
of Advocacy. Small businesses, defined as
having fewer than 500 employees, comprised
47 percent of all private sector employees
and 40 percent of private sector payroll at
that time.

The COVID-19 pandemic took a huge
financial toll on small businesses, particularly those run by women and minorities.
The current economy, which many fear may
have hit a recession, is also creating financial
difficulties for business owners.
Startups often face obstacles even without
high inflation and a pandemic. The 15-year
survival rate for a small business was 25.7
percent from 1994 to 2018, according to the
Office of Advocacy.
Several key industry groups have backed
the Startup Act, including the Center for
American Entrepreneurship, the Small
Business and Entrepreneurship Council, and
Make Startups.
Eric Parker, the president of Make Startups, said the legislation was pertinent during
uncertain times in the economy because
“tremendous numbers of entrepreneurs in our
communities, both urban and rural, are facing
poverty while trying to start their business.”
“The Startup Act will remove barriers
and help provide them with equitable access
to training and support from our workforce
system,” Parker said in a statement.

Daniel Encinias stands in the remains of the home he built, which was lost in a wildfire
sparked by U.S. Forest Service (USFS) prescribed burns supposed to reduce wildfire risk
and which later went out of control, in Tierra Monte, New Mexico, July 24, 2022.
and retired electrician did the work himself.
“Why the hell am I going to pay anything
when I didn’t cause this damn fire?” said
Encinias, 55, as he fed his cattle hay he was
forced to buy after his baler was torched.
An official for the NRCS’ local office in
Las Vegas, New Mexico, where Encinias
applied for support directed questions to the
national office. Officials there did not respond
to requests for comment.
The White House did not respond to a
request for comment.
UNCERTAIN TIMELINE
FOR RECOVERY RELIEF
Many fire-hit families cannot afford sharing at least 25 percent of costs on the USDA’s
Emergency Forest Restoration Program
(EFRP)which offers relief such as stabilization of burn areas prone to flash flooding,
according to New Mexico State Forester
Laura McCarthy. Residents sometimes own
large areas of land passed down from 1800s
Spanish-Mexican land grants while working
blue-collar jobs.
“They’re really struggling,” said McCarthy.
That has left locals, state officials and
federal agencies counting on cost shares to be
dropped and passage of the congressional bill.
Democratic Representative Teresa Leger
Fernandez sponsored the legislation which
passed the House and will probably need help
from Republicans in the Senate. The office
of Senate minority leader Mitch McConnell

Biden approval rating falls
to new low in Gallup poll
By Caroline Vakil
The Hill
President Biden’s approval rating sank to
a new low since Gallup conducted its first
survey of the president’s approval rating
in January 2021, according to a new poll it
released on Friday.
The Gallup poll found that 38 percent of
voters approve of Biden’s job as president,
down from 41 percent last month. In comparison, the president started out his term at 57
percent approval in January 2021.
Broken down by party, 78 percent of
Democrats, 31 percent of independents and
5 percent of Republicans surveyed gave the
president a thumbs up. The polling shows a
7 percent decline in approval among Democrats since they were last polled in June and
a 5 percent decrease among independents.
Gallup also compared Biden’s average
approval rating in the sixth quarter to that
of elected presidents going back to former
President Eisenhower, noting that Biden had
the lowest average approval rating of them all
at this point in the presidency at 40 percent.
Former Presidents Trump and Carter had

did not immediately respond to a request for
comment
Leger Fernandez is in talks with the USDA
and White House on dropping cost shares and
helped negotiate a waiver with the NRCS for
flood mitigation work on private lands.
“The federal government burns your
house down so they are responsible in my
mind to pay 100 percent of the cost of rebuilding,” said Leger Fernandez
Support cannot get to the 45-mile-long
disaster area fast enough.
The blaze burned around 170 acres (68.8
hectares) of rancher Kenny Zamora’s forest.
His pastures in El Turquillo are covered with
up to 2 feet of sludge after monsoon rains
triggered debris flows on hillsides that no
longer absorb water. The torrents have twice
knocked down fences.
A retired employee of the USDA’s Rural

Development agency, Zamora applied for
support from the USDA’s Farms Service
Agency (FSA) to feed his livestock.
The FSA office in Las Vegas told him he
was not eligible. USDA officials told him the
EFRP for the area has yet to be funded. He is
paying for recovery work himself.
“If you don’t have insurance you’re pretty
much on your own,” said Zamora, 59, who
like Encinias is considering joining a massive
civil case that may be filed against the USFS.
The FSA Las Vegas office directed
questions to State Executive Director Jonas
Moya, who did not respond to a request for
comment. The FSA’s national office did not
respond to requests for comment.
Climate change is worsening wildfires
as ecosystems no longer have natural protections such as cooler nights to slow their
spread. read more The destroyed landscapes
are also less able to handle other disasters,
such as floods.
Two women and a man died after a flash
flood swept through the burn scar northeast
of Las Vegas on July 21.
In Tierra Monte, ash flows sent boulders
tumbling below Encinias’ trailer and drowned
livestock.
FEMA has so far granted $4.2 million
to 1,164 fire survivors, marking an average
payout of $3,600. New Mexico Governor
Michelle Lujan Grisham on Thursday said
FEMA granted her request to extend Biden’s
declaration to residents who have suffered
damage from flooding and debris flows in
wildfire burn scars.
For now, Encinias’ family is getting by
on a $37,000 maximum payout from FEMA
for the loss of their 5-bedroom home. They
also lost eight acres of forest, farm machinery
and cars.
“I’m hoping that finally something works
out where it helps the people,” said Encinias.

the next lowest average approval rating in
the sixth quarter at 42 percent, while former
President George W. Bush had the highest
average at that point at 75 percent.
The poll is more bad news for the president, who has continued to be mired in low
approval ratings, one of several political
headwinds facing Democrats ahead of the
November midterms.
The Gallup poll was conducted between
July 5 and July 26 with 1,013 adults surveyed.
The margin of error is plus or minus 4 percentage points at the 95 percent confidence
level.

Pelosi Retirement

(Continued from Page 6)
Schiff “is gauging members’ interest and planting the seed
that leading the caucus is his goal” with fellow top Democratic
Party leaders, eight lawmakers and over a dozen Democratic
insiders told the Post.
Schiff’s candidacy has been buoyed by his fundraising
prowess.
“He has hired political fundraiser Bruce Kieloch, whom
Pelosi uses for the House Majority PAC,” according to the
Post’s report. “He has $19 million cash on hand in his per-

House GOP introduces
new bill to boost small
businesses and startups

sonal campaign account and his leadership PAC has raised
$7 million this year for candidates and the DCCC, according
to FEC filings.”
He has reportedly “focused on consolidating support
among his home base” in California, but “has not made an
explicit ask for endorsements” yet.
But insiders say it would be too early to roll out the red
carpet and anoint Schiff as Democratic Party’s top House
leader. Far-left progressives and some moderates have had a
“tepid” response to Schiff’s outreach.

According to Breitbart —
Some in the Democrat caucus are opposed to Schiff, not
because he pushed the Russia hoax, but because he does not
fit the intersectional qualities the Democrat party fancies,
according to the Post. Intersection opposition to Schiff reportedly includes Reps. James Clyburn (D-SC) and Hakeem
Jeffries (D-NY), who have allied themselves closely with
Pelosi’s reign as speaker. Rep. Steny Hoyer (D-MD) would
also reportedly be interested in the top job, but he is not of
intersection quality.
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Fed hikes interest rates by 75 basis
points, noting “elevated” inflation

The move is designed to drive inflation down from its current high rate, but will affect borrowers and slow the economy.
By Tim Smart
US News
The Federal Reserve, as expected, raised
interest rates by three quarters of a point on
Wednesday, as it grapples with inflation that
has shown few signs of slowing.
The move follows a similar hike in June
and will lead to higher borrowing costs for
consumers on everything from cars to credit
cards and mortgages. Already, market interest rates have moved significantly higher,
slowing the economy and souring the mood
of consumers.
“Recent indicators of spending and
production have softened,” the Fed noted
in its statement. “Nonetheless, job gains
have been robust in recent months, and the
unemployment rate has remained low. Inflation remains elevated, reflecting supply and
demand imbalances related to the pandemic,
higher food and energy prices, and broader
price pressures.”
Speaking after the announcement, Fed
Chairman Jerome Powell said the central
bank would monitor the data to answer the
question “are we seeing the slowdown in
economic activity we need and there are some
indications we are.”
“I think the committee broadly feels we
need to get policy to a moderately restrictive
level,” Powell added. The next meeting of the
Fed’s monetary policy will be in September.
“We’re not trying to have a recession and
we don’t think we have to,” to bring inflation
under control, Powell said.
Asked directly whether he thought the
economy was in a recession already, as some

economists and politicians have stated, Powell added: “I don’t think the economy is in a
recession right now.”
After more than a year of declaring inflation “transitory,” the Fed switched gears
in May and began raising interest rates.
The June increase of 75 basis points was
unusual and sent a message to markets that
the Fed means business. But the slowing
of the economy the Fed desires has many
economists warning of a recession later this
year or early next.
“The Federal Reserve’s 75 (basis points)
increase now means that, in the space of just
4 months, they have hiked rates by as much as
they did over the entire 2015-2018 hiking cycle,” said Seema Shah, chief global strategist
at Principal Global Investors. “This is rapidly
proving to be one of the most aggressive
hiking cycles we’ve seen in recent decades.”

Its effects have only begun to show in the
labor market, with recent increases in the
number of people filing for unemployment
benefits and scattered layoffs in the technology sector. But corporate earnings have
been hurt, especially as the strong dollar
has hit companies who sell a lot of products
overseas.
“The Fed is hiking the U.S. economy into
a recession, but there’s no viable alternative,”
says Stephen Miran, a former Treasury Department official who is co-founder and lead
portfolio manager at Amberwave Partners.
“The Fed’s mistakes last year and this
spring — don’t forget they were still doing
(quantitative easing) in March — caused
four-decade highs in inflation, which will
sustain itself if not addressed and is therefore
significantly worse than a recession, which
will be temporary,” Miran added. “Due to
policy lags, that recession is probably still a
couple of quarters away.”
On Thursday, the government will issue
its first estimate of growth in the nation’s
gross domestic product for the second quarter. Estimates range from a low positive to a
slightly negative number, following the first
quarter decline of 1.6 percent. That would
fit the common definition of a recession as
being two quarters of negative GDP growth,
but the organization responsible for issuing
official recession statistics takes into account
a broader range of conditions beyond just a
drop in output.
“The U.S. economy is still expanding,
and job growth is strong enough to avoid a
recession for now, but aggressive rate hikes

could lead to a material slowdown,” Wilmington Trust Chief Economist Luke Tilley
and Chief Investment Officer Tony Roth said.
“We expect the U.S. and global economies to
avoid recession over the next 9-12 months,
but risks have risen.”
Still, economists surveyed by CNBC now
foresee the chance of a recession within the
next 12 months at 55 percent.
Michele Raneri, vice president of financial services research and consulting at
TransUnion, says that the Fed’s move will
directly affect those in the market for homes
or users of credit cards.
“Interest rates on new fixed rate mortgages, which are a majority of mortgages, often
increase after a Fed interest rate increase,
which will make buying new homes or
refinancing more expensive,” Raneri says.
“When it comes to credit cards — with the average consumer credit card balance of about
$5,200 — the expected interest rate hike for
consumers who do not pay off their balances
in full will raise minimum monthly payments
by less than $4, or about $40 per year.”
Morning Consult Chief Economist John
Leer said: “We’re starting to see consumers
opt out of making purchases and trade down
to cheaper alternatives in the face of elevated
inflation, and that pullback in spending —
combined with higher interest rates — should
help the Fed tame inflation later this year.”
“The Fed likely has more work to do to
remove monetary stimulus from the economy, but we’re getting closer to assessing
the success of the actions it took earlier this
year,” Leer added.

Fed’s aggressive rate-hike path was
bolstered by new inflation, wage data
By Ann Saphir
and Howard Schneider
(Reuters) — Federal Reserve
Chair Jerome Powell said this
week he’s looking for compelling
signs that inflation is cooling before the U.S. central bank will let
up on what’s so far been its most
aggressive set of interest rate hikes
in decades.
In data released on Friday, he
largely got the opposite.
Inflation by the Fed’s preferred
measure, the personal consumption
expenditures price index, jumped
6.8 percent in June, its steepest
increase since 1982, and the rise
in core prices - excluding food
and energy prices and used by the
Fed as an indicator of the inflation
outlook - accelerated.
Meanwhile labor costs surged
5.1 percent in the second quarter
from a year earlier, the fastest pace
in decades.
The data prompted traders of fu-

tures tied to the Fed’s target policy
to begin to price back in another
0.75-percentage-point interest rate
increase at the Fed’s September
policy meeting, putting the likelihood of that outcome at about a
one-in-three, up from one-in-four
earlier on Friday.
“I’m convinced we’re going to
have to do more in terms of interest

rate increases,” Atlanta Fed President Raphael Bostic said in an interview on National Public Radio’s
“Morning Edition” program before
the release of the inflation and wage
data. “Exactly how much and then
what trajectory will depend on how
the economy evolves over the next
several weeks and months. We’re
going to get a lot of data ... before

higher, but still coming off historic lows
Interest rates for business loans,
at one point last year, dipped below
4 percent. That didn’t last, and the
average small business loan is on its
way to as high as 8 percent, but it is
important to remember that borrowing costs remain very low relative
to history. Another 75 basis points
from the Fed is not insignificant,
and it will flow through the bank
lending market.
“When the Fed starts hiking it
has a ripple effect across all interest
rate indices,” said Chris Hurn, the
founder and CEO of Fountainhead,
which specializes in small business
lending.
But Hurn noted that with the
historically low rates, the monthly
interest payments made by business
owners shouldn’t be impacted as
much as the headlines might otherwise suggest. A small business
owner taking on debt for a $200,000
piece of equipment, for example,
will pay a little extra a month —
more or less depending on the loan
amortization period — but for
most loans the increase in monthly
interest should not be a major cash
flow issue.

“A few hundred basis points,
people can withstand,” Hurn said.
“Most business owners look at
that monthly amount and they can
support that 75 basis points,” said
Rohit Arora, co-founder and CEO
of Biz2Credit, which focuses on
small business lending. “It’s not
that significant on a 10-year loan,”
he added.
2. Bank lending requirements
are tightening and that process
will accelerate
The biggest way that the higher
rates may hurt small business is in
the overall economic and market
effect.
The Fed needs to cool the economy to bring inflation down. In
some ways, that should help small
businesses manage costs, including
labor and inventory.
“Ultimately, business owners
understand it’s the greater good,”
Hurn said. “They can’t keep raising wages for employees and have
higher inventory costs, and pass
them along to customers. The Fed
has to do something ... and if it is a
little more expensive ... I do believe
it will be for a relatively short period. ... I think they can hold their
nose and swallow hard and accept
it as a condition of tamping down
inflation,” he said.
In fact, Wall Street expects the
Fed to begin cutting rates again
as soon as March 2023 based on
expectations for a much weaker economy. But that economic
outlook will be the big driver of
borrowing trends.
“Banks get worried, and the
number of people eligible for loans
goes down,” Hurn said.
He has seen this play out mul-

our next meeting” on Sept. 20-21.
That data includes more than
a dozen critical readings covering
inflation, employment, consumer
spending and economic growth.
The Fed this week raised the
target range for its policy rate to
2.25 percent-2.50 percent, and
for the first time since the current
cycle of rate hikes began in March,
Powell declined to specify exactly
how much he expected the central
bank would have to raise rates at its
next meeting.
That, along with his comments
about softening consumer spending and a nod to the eventual need
for reducing the pace of Fed rate
hikes, prompted some analysts and
equities traders to conclude the Fed
would stop its policy tightening
soon.
Much of Friday’s data appeared
to undermine that thesis.
The employment cost data,
which Powell said on Wednesday

The Federal Reserve just raised interest rates 75 basis
points; here’s what it means for the Main Street economy
By Eric Rosenbaum
CNBC
The Federal Reserve raised its
benchmark interest rates by 75 basis points on Wednesday, the latest
in a series of rate hikes intended
to cool the economy and bring
down inflation. For all Americans,
higher interest rates carry weighty
financial implications. Main Street
business owners are no exception,
as the higher interest rates will flow
through to the cost of business loans
from lenders including national,
regional and community banks, as
well as the Small Business Administration’s key 7(a) loan program.
Even more significant may be
how the economic slowdown being
engineered by the Fed influences
consumer demand and the growth
outlook for Main Street. With the
odds of recession mounting as a
result, at least partially, of the recent
series of Fed rate hikes, the cost to
be paid by Main Street isn’t limited
to a bigger monthly debt interest
payment and higher cost on new
loans. The biggest issue is a business lending market that may quickly dry up as banks pull back on
loans to conserve capital and limit
risk, and an increasingly smaller
percentage of business owners meet
stricter credit requirements.
The Federal Reserve is likely
not done yet with its rate hikes
after the Wednesday decision, with
additional increases expected again
in September and later in 2022.
Here is what small business lending
experts say entrepreneurs should
be thinking about as they face both
higher lending costs and the risk of
a slower-growing economy.
1. Borrowing costs will be

tiple times in his over two decades
as a lender, as banks and credit
unions get increasingly tighter
when it comes to making business
loans as uncertainty in the economy
increases. Banks effectively “go to
the sidelines,” he said.
While recent data shows business loan approval rates basically
unchanged month over month,
the credit policies at banks, from
community banks to regional and
(See Main Street, USA, Page 9)

he would be watching, “doesn’t
provide any evidence that wage
growth is slowing and leaves the
Fed on track to lift the funds rate
another 75bps at its September
meeting,” Oxford Economics analysts wrote in a note.
But there was some welcome
news on the inflation front on Friday, as the University of Michigan’s
consumer sentiment index showed
U.S. consumers in July lowered
their views of where inflation is
headed.
Respondents to the survey indicated they see inflation in the next
year easing to a rate of 5.2 percent
from their previous expectation
of 5.3 percent in June. That is the
lowest one-year price increase expectation since February.
While that decline may provide
some comfort that inflation expectations have not become unmoored,
it is still far above the Fed’s 2 percent goal.
The Fed’s fast pace of rate hikes
this year has already begun to slow
the economy, contributing to a
negative reading on gross domestic
product in the second quarter and
fanning worries that the economy
is already, or soon will be, in a
recession.
Powell is keeping his eye on that
slowdown, but he was clear this
week that with price stability of
“bedrock” importance, his sharpest
focus is getting inflation back on
track toward the Fed’s goal.
“We need to be confident that
inflation is going to get back down
to mandated consistent levels,”
Powell said.
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House passes chips and science bill,
sending the measure to Biden’s desk

By Mychael Schnell
The Hill
The House passed a $280 billion bill on
Thursday to strengthen the domestic chip
manufacturing industry and finance scientific
research in a bid to boost the United States’s
competitiveness on the global stage, sending
the measure to President Biden’s desk for
final approval.
The legislation, titled the CHIPS and
Science Act, cleared the House in a 243187-1 vote.
Twenty-four Republicans supported the
measure, and one Democrat voted “present.”
GOP lawmakers who supported the
measure include Reps. Jim Baird (Ind.),
Troy Balderson (Ohio), Mike Carey (Ohio),
Steve Chabot (Ohio), Liz Cheney (Wyo.),
Tom Cole (Okla.), Rodney Davis (Ill.), Brian
Fitzpatrick (Pa.), Mike Garcia (Calif.), Bob
Gibbs (Ohio), Anthony Gonzalez (Ohio), Kay
Granger (Texas), Trey Hollingsworth (Ind.),
Chris Jacobs (N.Y.), Bill Johnson (Ohio),
Dave Joyce (Ohio), John Katko (N.Y.), Young
Kim (Calif.), Adam Kinzinger (Ill.), Michael
McCaul (Texas), David McKinley (W.Va.),
Peter Meijer (Mich.), Michael Turner (Ohio)
and Fred Upton (Mich.).
Rep. Sara Jacobs (D-Calif.) voted present.
The Senate approved the measure in a bipartisan 64-33 vote on Wednesday, receiving
support from Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.). The bill’s passage through both
chambers marks a significant congressional
achievement and the culmination of more

than a year of negotiations over legislation to
increase the U.S.’s competitive edge against
China.
The House and the Senate initially each
passed their own China competition bills,
referred to as “America COMPETES” and
“USICA,” respectively, but conference negotiations between the two chambers had
stalled for weeks.
Lawmakers ultimately came to a consensus on the CHIPS and Science Act, which
will allocate $54 billion for chips and public
wireless supply chain innovation, including
$39 billion that will go towards financial
assistance to build, expand and modernize
semiconductor facilities in the U.S. It also
includes $11 billion for research and devel-

opment by the Department of Commerce.
The measure seeks to establish a 25
percent tax credit for investment in semiconductor manufacturing and funnel $81
billion to the National Science Foundation
(NSF), $20 billion of which will go towards
an NSF directorate.
President Biden said he will sign the measure in a statement following House passage
of the bill, writing that it is “exactly what
we need to be doing to grow our economy
right now.”
The president was passed a note in the
middle of an event on the economy Thursday
afternoon that alerted him that the House had
enough votes to pass the bill.
“The House has passed it,” he said with a

smile. “Sorry for the interruption.”
House Republican leadership revealed
on Wednesday evening that it would whip
against the bill, reversing from its position
earlier in the day that it would not advise
conference members on how to vote on the
measure.
The about-face came hours after Senate
Majority Leader Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.)
and Sen. Joe Manchin (D-W.Va.) announced
that they struck a $369 billion deal on a
climate, taxes and health care package,
capping off months of negotiations between
Democrats.
Last month, McConnell warned his colleagues across the aisle that he would tank
the domestic semiconductor bill if Democrats
went ahead with a reconciliation package.
Roughly two weeks later, Manchin said he
would not get behind climate spending in a
reconciliation package, significantly decreasing Democrats’ odds of approving a measure
by the November midterm elections.
But shortly after the Senate passed the
semiconductor bill, Manchin said he had
reached an agreement with Schumer on the
reconciliation package, frustrating many
Republicans in the House.
The whip memo referenced the reconciliation package and expressed concerns with
the impact the measure would have on the
deficit and inflation.
Not all Republicans, however, lined up
behind leadership.
(See Chips and Science Bill, Page 10)

ment in the prime rate, and the total interest
rate is a combination of the prime rate plus a
maximum 2.75 percent additional SBA rate.
Federal Reserve rate hikes send the prime rate
higher, and that in turn means the monthly
interest payments on existing debt through
the 7(a) program will soon be higher. The
price of any new loans will be based on the
new prime rate as well.
Approximately 90 percent of SBA 7(a)
loans are variable, prime rate plus the SBA
spread, and of those loan types, 90 percent or
more adjust on a quarterly basis as the prime
rate adjusts.
While much of the expected interest rate
increases are already priced into bank loans,
the SBA loan lag means as individual business owners come up on a 90-day rolling
window for an interest rate reset, they should
expect a higher monthly payment. But that’s
common in the world of SBA loans and given
the lengthy amortization schedules — 10
years for working capital and equipment
and as long as 25 years for real estate — the
difference won’t be great.
If SBA loans were in the range of 5 percent
to 6 percent last fall, now business owners
are looking at 7.5 percent to low 8 percent,
and that is for loans that are typically 50
basis points to 75 basis points higher than
bank loans.
“The bigger advantages are having longer
amortizations, a longer time to pay back the
loan, so it doesn’t influence cash flow as
much month to month, and less covenants,”
Hurn said.
The increased interest in SBA loans should
last for a while, but Arora said that another
250 basis points in Fed rate hikes and that
overall demand will start to dampen. The
latest Wall Street forecasts anticipate two
more hikes from the Fed this year after
Wednesday, with a potential total hike of 75
basis points more across multiple FOMC
meetings — 50 in September and 25 later in
the year. That’s 150 basis points including
Wednesday’s FOMC decision, and when
factoring in the 150 points of tightening made
earlier in 2022, a total of 300 basis points in
higher lending costs.
In taking the benchmark overnight borrowing rate up to a range of 2.25 percent-2.5
percent on Wednesday, the consecutive 75
basis point hikes in June and July represent
the most aggressive moves since the Fed
began using the overnight funds rate as the
principal tool of monetary policy in the early
1990s, and took rates back up to where they
last peaked in 2019.

4. Women and minority-owned businesses suffer the most
When banks tighten, minority and women-owned small businesses suffer in a disproportionate manner.
Aside longstanding institutional barriers
to accessing capital, some of the reasons
come down to a business profile among these
owners which leads banks to be tougher on
them. According to Arora, women and minority-owned businesses tend to be smaller,
have less cash flow and less history of servicing debt, and lower margins, which at a time
of greater economic pressure makes margins
even more vulnerable. They also tend to be
concentrated in more sensitive sectors of the
economy, smaller retail operations, for example, rather than health care or IT companies.
Banks, therefore, are more likely to lend to
more established firms able to meet higher
debt service coverage ratios.
“That happens in every recession and they
have to borrow more expensive debt to stay
afloat,” Arora said.
On the plus side, debt already granted
through the PPP and EIDL programs has
helped to lower the overall debt needs compared to what they would traditionally be at
this point in the economic cycle. And their
ability to manage cash flow during the pandemic and make payments means they are
coming into the slowdown in a better position
to access debt, at least compared to history.
5. Rates should not be the No. 1 determinant of business debt decisions
The mortgage market has been the primary
example of how quickly sentiment can shift,
even when rates remain low relative to history, with homebuyer demand declining rapidly
as mortgage rates have gone up. For business
owners, the decision should be different and
not based solely on the interest rate.
Business owners need to make a calculated decision on whether to take on debt,
and that should be based on analysis of the

opportunity to grow. Higher cost debt, and
a slight drag on margins, is a price that a
business should be willing to pay if top line
growth is there for the long-term.
Arora says the most likely determinant
right now is what happens with consumer
demand and the macroeconomy. The lack of
visibility in 2008 led many business owners
to pull back on debt. Now, an 8 percent to 9
percent interest rate on a loan isn’t as big a
factor as whether their sales outlook is improving, their average bill going up or down,
and their ability to find workers improving
or worsening.
“They shouldn’t mind taking the hit on the
bottom line if they can see where it’s going,
helping to gain more new clients and pay
bills, and stock up on inventory ahead of the
holidays,” Arora said.
The recent slowdown in commodities
inflation, led by gas prices, should help buoy
consumer demand and, in turn, improve cash
flow for business owners. But Arora said the
next major trend in business loan activity will
depend on whether demand stays strong. The
majority of small business owners expect a
recession to start this year, and will be looking
for signs of confirmation.
The Fed said in its statement on Wednesday that while recent indicators of spending
and production have softened, the job market
remains strong and unemployment low. Fed
Chair Jerome Powell said in his press conference that he does not think the economy
is in a recession, but that as the central bank
continues to tighten, it would at some point
“become appropriate to slow the pace of increases while we assess how our cumulative
policy adjustments are affecting the economy
and inflation.”
“Big demand destruction into the holiday
season and then they won’t be borrowing,”
Arora said. ”What they [small businesses]
cannot live with is very steep demand destruction.”

Main Street, USA
(Continued from Page 8)
national banks, are already tightening as the
economy moves closer to a recession.
“That is occurring and it will accelerate,”
Hurn said.
Banks and financial institutions are in a
much better position now than they were
in 2008.
“More will be weathering the storm, but
will pull back on financing expansion,” he
said.
Business owners should expect to see the
debt service coverage ratios — the operating
income available to service all debt principal
and interest — increase from what has recently been as low as 1.25 to as high as 1.5.
Many business “won’t be able to hit those
numbers,” Hurn said. “And that is what always occurs when we are in a cycle like this.”
Arora said more restrictive debt terms,
known as covenants, are starting to be put
back into deals, and as the economy pulls
back, business owners should expect to see
more of this from banks over the remainder
of the year and into 2023.
3. SBA 7(a) loans will get more attention, variable rates are a factor
The fact that banks will be stricter on loans
doesn’t mean the need for growth capital is
declining.
Small business lending demand has been
down for a good reason, with many business
owners already helped by the Paycheck Protection Program and SBA Economic Injury
Disaster Loan program. But demand has
been increasing just as rates started going
up, in a similar fashion to consumers running
through their pandemic stimulus savings yet
also running into tighter lending conditions.
Loans made through the SBA 7(a) loan
program tend to be slightly more expensive
than average bank loans, but that difference
will be outweighed by the availability of debt
as banks slow their lending. Currently, bank
loans are in the range of 6 percent to 8 percent
while the SBA loans run a little higher, in the
range of 7 percent to 9 percent.
When the banks aren’t lending, the SBA
loan program will see more activity, which
SBA lenders Fountainhead and Biz2Credit
say is already happening.
“We’re already seeing the shift in volume,” Arora said. “Our volume has been
going up over the past three to four weeks,”
he added.
Most small business loans made through
the Small Business Administration 7(a) loan
program are variable, meaning the interest
rate resets every 90 days in response to move-
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Inside the secret Manchin-Schumer deal:
Democrats shocked, GOP feels betrayed

By Alexander Bolton
The Hill
Sen. Joe Manchin (D-W.Va.) and Senate
Majority Leader Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.)
reached their agreement on a major tax and
climate package Tuesday evening but kept it
a closely guarded secret — giving Democrats
just enough time to pass a $280 billion chips
and science bill that Republicans would have
otherwise blocked.
The announcement of the deal, which
would raise $739 billion in new tax revenue,
fund an array of new climate provisions and
pay down $300 billion of the federal deficit,
came as a complete surprise to their Senate
colleagues.
“I’d say it’s somewhere between a surprise
and a shock,” Sen. Chris Murphy (D-Conn.)
said after attending a special caucus meeting
Thursday morning where Schumer explained
the deal.
It was all the more surprising because less
than two weeks earlier, the talks between
Schumer and Manchin fell apart in dramatic
fashion, when Schumer signaled he would
proceed with a scaled-down budget reconciliation bill that included only prescription drug
reform and a two-year extension of expiring
Affordable Care Act subsidies.
Manchin admitted Thursday morning that
he and Schumer lost their tempers in a heated
discussion on July 14 when the Democratic
leader accused him of “walking away” from
a deal after months of negotiations.
“It got a little bit hot and heated, if you
will,” he said.
“He said, ‘You’re walking, you’re not
going to do this or that,’” Manchin recalled.
“I said, ‘Chuck, I’m not walking away from
anything, I’m just being very cautious. The
people of West Virginia cannot afford higher
prices. They can’t afford higher gasoline
prices, higher food prices.’”
Manchin said the talks collapsed because
of his reluctance to enact a big tax and climate
bill after the Bureau of Labor Statics reported
July 13 that inflation hit 9.1 percent in June
compared to the year before.
Manchin said Schumer characterized him
as walking away from the deal but insisted
he never did so.

“I’ve never been in reverse in my lifetime
and I never walked away,” he said.
Manchin said he bumped into Schumer
again the following Monday and their tempers had cooled at that point.
“By Monday we ran into each other
again. I said, ‘Are you still upset?’ He said,
‘I’m very discouraged.’ I said, ‘Well, you
shouldn’t be. Something positive could be
done if we all want to work rationally,’”
Manchin said, recounting the key moment.
He said their staffs started working together in earnest the next day, July 19.
Manchin said his staff and Schumer’s staff
picked up the things they were working on
before and “started restructuring that.”
They finally hashed out a deal on Tuesday
evening, recognizing they had to announce
the package on Wednesday if it had any
chance of passing before the scheduled start
of a lengthy summer recess on Aug. 6.
“By Tuesday night, everyone — there
wasn’t that many of us —those of us who
might have had some disagreements, finally
come to agreement,” he said. “We had the
text pretty much lined up in that arena. That’s
why the text was finished on Wednesday.
Wednesday morning it was confirmed that
it was a go.”
It just so happened the timing aligned
perfectly with Schumer’s plan to hold a vote
on final passage of the chips and science bill
at noontime Wednesday.
Republicans who voted for tens of billions

of dollars for the domestic semiconductor
manufacturing industry and the National
Science Foundation were outraged and felt
betrayed.
Sen. John Cornyn (R-Texas), a key player
in getting the chips and science bill passed,
said he received “assurance privately from
some Democrats, including the staff of the
Senate majority leader, that the tax and climate provisions were off the table,” which
Republicans said would be a precondition
for moving the chips bill.
Cornyn took to the Senate floor Thursday
afternoon to rail against the secret climate
and tax deal.
“How can we negotiate in good faith,
compromise where necessary, and get things
done together after the majority leader and
the senator from West Virginia pull a stunt
like this?” he said with rising exasperation.
“To look you in the eye and tell you one thing
and to do another is absolutely unforgivable.”
Manchin on Thursday insisted that he and
Schumer didn’t pull a “fast one” on Republicans by announcing the deal Wednesday
afternoon.
“No, you know, I sure hope they don’t feel
that way. I mean, I understand that they are,
but I don’t know why,” he told reporters on
a conference call.
Schumer told reporters Thursday afternoon that he and Manchin unveiled the
legislative text and the summaries of the deal
as soon as they finished it.

“Because of the length of the parliamentary birdbath, we wanted to get this done
as quickly as possible,” he said, making a
reference to the work officials will do to determine if the package can be passed under
an arcane budgetary rule being used to avoid
a GOP filibuster.
Schumer noted that the talks with Manchin
broke down on July 14 but that Manchin
“came to visit me” the following week.
“Manchin requested a meeting with me on
the 18th and he said, ‘Can we work together
and try to put together a bill?’ I said as long
as we finish it in August, we’re not waiting
until September,” he said.
Manchin said his staff took the lead at
that point.
“It was me and my staff and then we
worked with Schumer’s staff. My staff was
driving it, we wrote the bill. Schumer’s staff
would look at it, we’d negotiate,” he told
West Virginia radio host Hoppy Kercheval
Wednesday morning.
He said his staff shaved about $400 billion
to $500 billion in other revenue-producing
tax reforms from the bill.
“There was a lot more revenue in there
before that,” he said, explaining how the
bill changed after he and Schumer blew up
at each other.
By Tuesday evening they agreed to setting a 15 percent corporate minimum tax
on companies with profits in excess of $1
billion, beefing up IRS enforcement of tax
compliance and closing the carried interest
loophole that allows asset managers to pay
capital gains tax rates on income earned from
profitable investments.
Manchin kept President Biden on the sidelines after last year’s negotiations between
Manchin and the White House, which ended
in failure and public recriminations after
months of fruitless talks.
“President Biden was not involved,” he
told West Virginia MetroNews.
“I was not going to bring the president in.
I didn’t think it was fair to bring him in. This
thing could very well have not happened at
all,” he said, explaining he didn’t want to
involve the president in case talks fell apart
again.

ratings and generally improve its prospects
in November’s elections, when Democrats
are widely expected to lose control of the
lower chamber.
“At this point in the game, we thought
it was deeply buried in the ground. So to
have it resurrected with, I think, more than
people had expected to see, I’m happy with
that,” said Rep. Mark Pocan (D-Wis.), a
former co-chair of the Progressive Caucus.
“Having gone through ‘Mount Manchin’ is
substantial.”
On Thursday afternoon, Schumer reached

out to a number of House Democrats, detailing the specifics of the massive proposal and
laying out the process by which they hope to
get it to Biden’s desk in the coming weeks.
Rep. Joyce Beatty (D-Ohio), head of the
Congressional Black Caucus, was among
those lawmakers who spoke with the Senate
Democrat leader. Afterwards, she predicted
the proposal would sail through the House,
saying she’d seen no signs of defections in
the ranks.
“Everybody on my side would like more,
(See Manchin-Schumer Deal, Page 11)

House Dems rally behind Manchin deal

By Mike Lillis
The Hill
A day after Sen. Joe Manchin (D-W.Va.)
stunned Washington by endorsing hundreds
of billions of dollars for President Biden’s
domestic agenda, House Democrats are
rallying behind the nascent package as a crucial — if incomplete — strategy for tackling
the climate crisis and easing working class
economic strains.
Across the broad spectrum of the diverse
caucus, Democratic lawmakers are praising
the surprise arrival of Manchin’s proposal,
saying it takes great strides to help ensure
health care access, fight climate change and
bring fairness to the tax code.
“This would be a really significant victory
for the country,” said Rep. Pramila Jayapal (D-Wash.), head of the Congressional
Progressive Caucus, who has sparred with
Manchin for months over the fate of the bill.
“I’m excited — I feel good about feeling
excited today.”
The emerging legislation — which features $369 billion for new climate-minded
energy programs and more than $450 billion
in new tax revenue — represents only a
fragment of the $2.2 trillion dollar package
House Democrats had passed through the
lower chamber last November. But with

Manchin standing in the way of that Build
Back Better legislation — and then repeatedly beating back a series of smaller packages
in the months since then — Democrats of all
stripes had been reluctantly resigned to the
idea that November’s midterms would arrive
without a deal.
Manchin’s announcement Wednesday that
he’d struck an agreement with Senate Majority Leader Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.) came
as a thrilling shock to Democrats, providing
a morale boost to a party that’s fighting to
ease inflation, reverse Biden’s low approval

(Continued from Page 9)
Cole, the vice ranking Republican of the
House Appropriations Committee who voted
for the bill, said the measure will help keep
China “at bay.”
“Although this is not a perfect bill and not
the one I would have written, it is a step in
the right direction toward keeping Communist China at bay and protecting our nation’s
economic and security interests,” he wrote in
a statement following the vote.
Rep. Michael McCaul, ranking member of
the House Foreign Affairs Committee, told
reporters ahead of the vote that Schumer’s
actions were “a grave disservice” that made
the measure a “political issue,” but ultimately
said he would support the legislation.
“I’m gonna vote for what’s right for the
country and national security,” he said.
During debate on the House floor, Rep.
John Katko (R-N.Y.), who also voted for the
bill, said the legislation “has the potential to
bring transformational investments to my
district in central New York, and will take
long overdue steps to shore up our domestic
supply chain for semiconductors.”
He referenced the Democrats’ reconciliation bill, emphasizing that the two measures
must be dealt with separately.
“Like me, I’m sure none of these officials will support the partisan reconciliation
package that Democrats are cooking up to
raise taxes,” he said, referencing national
security officials who worked under former
President Trump.
“We can’t control that. We’re not in the

majority. This is a separate bill, And we need
to focus on what we’re voting on today, not
tomorrow, not next week, not next month. It
is vital we pass this,” he added.
Other Republicans railed against the reconciliation package and said it led them to
oppose the bill on the floor.
Rep. Frank Lucas (R-Okla) — ranking
member of the House Committee on Science, Space, and Technology — said his
planned remarks on the CHIPS and Science
bill changed after Schumer and Manchin
unveiled their reconciliation package.
“I’m frankly, in all fairness, disgusted by
the developments over the last 24 hours,”
Lucas said.
“I remain incredibly proud of the good
work we’ve done to strategically strengthen
American research and development. And
yet, I cannot ignore the fact that the immense
tax hikes and irresponsible spending in the
expanded reconciliation package changed the
calculus when it comes to supporting spending bills, particularly a bill that has come
to be tied to reconciliation,” he later added.
House Majority Steny Hoyer (D-Md.) said
that without the bill, the U.S.’s competitive
edge would be “squandered.”
“This is a good piece of legislation. It’s not
the piece of legislation that I would’ve written. But it is a good piece of legislation that
does good things for America,” Hoyer said
on the House floor during debate. “And more
importantly, good things for our competitive
status in the world,” he said at a separate point
during his floor speech.”

Chips and Science Bill

Joe Lombardo wants
to take your guns

If you care about your right to carry concealed to protect
yourself and your family, you need to know the truth about
Joe Lombardo and his documented stance on guns. In a
podcast hosted by renowned CCW instructor, Nephi Khaliki,
and activist, model and actress Mindy Robinson, she stated:
—How Joe Lombardo blamed Republicans for the
1 October mass shooting
—How Joe Lombardo used the 1 October tragedy to
power his campaign and help Sisolak get elected
—How Joe Lombardo was the key to turning the state
blue after 30 years of Republican leadership
—Joe’s terrible record on Second Amendment
—Joe’s consistent attempts to sabotage CCW permitting in Clark County
If you are like most every supporter of the Second Amendment and want to see Steve Sisolak removed from office,
you need to know how Joe Lombardo plans to run for governor — simply to ensure Sisolak stays in office.
The more people know, the better our chances of exposing
that plot and removing Sisolak.
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Manchin-Schumer bill could bring down
the deficit. Inflation — that’s debatable
By Aris Folley
The Hill
Senate Democrats are plowing forward
with a sprawling tax reform and revenue
plan that advances key pieces of President
Biden’s legislative agenda, including tax
provisions long sought by the party to help
front investments in health care and climate.
Democrats say the new bill, dubbed the
Inflation Reduction Act, aims to live up to its
name and fight inflation, in part, by reducing
the deficit.
And some experts agree that the measure
could be a significant tool to begin getting a
handle on the country’s finances.
“This is really breaking the mold that
we’ve been stuck in recently of free lunch
economics, where people are constantly
trying to justify why they shouldn’t pay for
their policies,” Maya MacGuineas, executive
director of the Committee for a Responsible
Federal Budget, said.
Many experts agree that the bill, which is
projected to bring in more than $300 billion
in revenue, will cut the deficit. But questions
remain about the potential impact it could
have on rising prices.
Among the proposals packed into the
700-plus-page bill announced Wednesday is
a provision to impose a 15 percent minimum
tax on corporations with profits exceeding $1
billion. The bill also contains funding for the
IRS to beef up hiring and enforcement of tax
laws, among other measures.
Democrats say both components would
contribute to more than $400 billion in
revenue, along with another tax provision
seeking to close the so-called carried interest loophole. The policy item is projected to
bring in $14 billion in revenue and is aimed
at preventing asset managers, experts say,
from abusing the tax code by paying less on
their earnings from managing others’ money.
Overall, Democrats say the bill would

raise $739 billion in revenue, citing estimates
from the Joint Committee on Taxation and
the Congressional Budget Office (CBO).
That’s compared to the estimated $433 billion in proposed spending for party-backed
priorities for energy security, climate and the
Affordable Care Act (ACA).
The forecasted figures are far less than the
$2 trillion price tag attached to an earlier plan
to advance Biden’s agenda, which has been
viewed as welcome news by MacGuineas and
other budget watchers. That bill, also known
as Build Back Better, passed the House before
it fell apart amid negotiations last year.
“I literally cannot think of the last time
that we started with a huge bill that was
unpaid for massively so and shifted through
the negotiation process to something that’s
incredibly responsible,” MacGuineas said.
A recent brief from the Penn Wharton
Budget Model (PWBM) estimated that the
bill, in its current form, would cut non-interest cumulative deficits in the roughly 10 years
following its potential enactment, though its
estimate was about $248 billion, less than
Democrats’ forecast.
The report also found that number would

see a dip to $89 billion if proposed ACA
subsidies are extended.
In a report released by the CBO in May,
the agency projected the federal budget
deficit would reach $1 trillion in 2022, after
hitting $2.8 trillion the prior year. The latter
marked the second-largest deficit in history,
though it was down $360 billion from the
record set in 2020, when the coronavirus
pandemic first took hold in the U.S.
The surge in deficits came as the nation
saw higher spending in the form of massive
relief bills enacted under the current and previous administrations during the pandemic.
As coronavirus spending continues to
dwindle, the CBO said earlier this year that
the deficit will continue to fall, though it also
forecasts increases in the years ahead in its
10-year outlook report.
Data from the Department of Treasury
shows that the national debt has climbed more
than $30 trillion so far, putting pressure on
Congress for action as the nation also grapples with four-decade-high inflation.
Zach Moller, a former Senate Democratic
budget aide and director of the economic program at the centrist think tank Third Way, said
the new bill “would be the most significant
deficit reduction package” since Congress
passed the Budget Control Act of 2011.
But despite the name of the new bill, not
all experts think the legislation will have a
sizable impact on rising inflation, a top issue
on voters’ minds months ahead of midterm
elections in November.
Josh Bivens, research director at the Economic Policy Institute, said he thinks the bill
will have a “small sort of deflationary nudge”
by way of reducing the deficit, but he added
that he thinks “there are questions about how
quickly that takes hold.”
The PWBM found the new reconciliation
plan would “very slightly increase inflation
until 2024 and decrease inflation thereafter.”

However, it added that the “point estimates
are statistically indistinguishable from zero,”
which it said indicates “low confidence
that the legislation will have any impact on
inflation.”
Democrats hope to quickly pass the bill in
the Senate through a process known as budget
reconciliation, which allows them to pass the
bill without GOP support.
But it’s unclear if all 50 Democrats will be
able to unify on the issue, particularly amid
concerns among members over where Sen.
Kyrsten Sinema (D-Ariz.), a key centrist,
stands on tax proposals.
There are also questions about how
Republicans, who have come out in strong
opposition to the plan, will respond in the
months ahead. Some have voiced issues with
their Democratic colleagues after the deal
brokered by Senate Majority Leader Charles
Schumer (D-N.Y.) and Sen. Joe Manchin
(D-W.Va.) was announced.
Republicans voted with Democrats to
pass a scaled-down bill on semiconductors
after previously opposing bipartisan efforts
to craft an expanded version in response to
their colleagues reviving their reconciliation
push for Biden’s agenda.
A major piece of Democrats’ current deficit reduction plan involves boosting funding
to the IRS, a bid they say is targeted at making
wealthier individuals and corporations pay
their fair share in taxes.
However, Janet Holtzblatt, a senior fellow
at the Urban-Brookings Tax Policy Center,
said that goal could be diminished depending
on how appropriators allocate funding for
the agency in ongoing government spending
talks for fiscal 2023.
Republicans opposed to the effort say it
would lead to increased audits, which could
be a bigger factor in funding negotiations
later this year, especially if the GOP takes
back Congress in the midterm elections.

Big business groups lash out at Manchin-Schumer deal

By Karl Evers-Hillstrom
The Hill
Lobbying groups representing
large corporations swiftly criticized
a revamped reconciliation deal
announced by Senate Majority
Leader Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.)
and Sen. Joe Manchin (D-W.Va.)
on Wednesday.
They are zeroing in on the plan’s
15 percent minimum tax on corporations, which would help pay
for massive investments in climate
and energy security, extended
health care subsidies and reduce
the deficit. Big business lobbyists
are expected to make a last-minute
push to defeat or weaken the Manchin-Schumer agreement, which
took K Street by surprise.
“Taxes that discourage investment and price controls that limit
innovation will make our current
economic problems worse,” U.S.
Chamber of Commerce chief policy

officer Neil Bradley said in a statement. “Congress should reject these
policies and focus on unleashing
American made energy.”
The National Association of
Manufacturers, which is running
ads in the nation’s capital opposing
the previously announced slimmeddown reconciliation package over
its drug pricing provisions, argued

Manchin-Schumer Deal
(Continued from Page 10)
but I think we’re at a very comfortable and good place for our constituents — and for us to vote on it,”
she said. “I have not received any
glaring flame that would make me
concerned about people not being
supportive.”
Members of the liberal squad
— a group that’s pressed forcefully
for an aggressive response to the
climate crisis — also said they’re
on board, despite a preference for
a much larger package.
“I wish it was bigger overall,
but I like it — actually really like
it,” said Rep. Jamaal Bowman
(D-N.Y.). “In this place, if you can
get 20 percent of what you want,
that’s a big win. It’s a big win for
climate.”
Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
(D-N.Y.) offered a similar assessment. While she’s still digging
through the details of Manchin’s
proposals — and opposes certain
provisions, like the revival of some
offshore oil leases — Ocasio-Cortez said the package on the whole
is “an overwhelmingly positive
development.”
“From what we’re seeing, the
progress on climate here far outweighs some of the negatives,”

she said.
The Democrats are acknowledging that the proposal still has
a long way to go to get to Biden’s
desk. The legislative text still needs
to be drafted, for instance, and
Schumer will need the support of all
50 Democrats and Independents to
move it through the upper chamber
under the delicate reconciliation
rules allowing him to sidestep a
GOP filibuster. His effort to do so
begins next week.
An early impediment could
be Sen. Kyrsten Sinema (Ariz.),
another centrist Democrat who has
opposed a key provision of Manchin’s proposal: closing the carried
interest loophole, which allows
certain wealthy professionals, like
hedge fund managers, to pay lower
taxes than even much lesser paid
workers. Sinema has not yet commented publicly on the legislation.
Another sticking point could be
the cap on the federal deduction
allowed for state and local taxes,
known as SALT. Republicans, in
their 2017 tax overhaul, limited
that deduction to $10,000, drawing howls from those lawmakers
representing high-taxed blue states,
who have fought to lift that cap
ever since — something Manchin’s

that the minimum tax would undermine the industry’s competitiveness.
“Manufacturers kept our promises after the 2017 tax reforms,
hiring more workers, investing in
our communities and raising wages
and benefits. Raising taxes now will
hurt manufacturers’ ability to keep
delivering for our people and mean

fewer opportunities for Americans
already worried about their financial future,” Jay Timmons, the
group’s CEO, said in a statement.
Democrats have long lamented
that large, highly profitable corporations pay less in taxes than some
small businesses due to lucrative
tax breaks.
At least 70 public companies
made more than $1 billion in income in 2020 but paid less than 15
percent in federal taxes, including
General Motors, Intel and FedEx,
according to a report from Sen.
Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.).
The inclusion of the minimum
tax will please retailers, which
previously backed the proposal as
a way to make the tax code fairer
for companies that don’t qualify for
as many tax credits.
The minimum tax is the top revenue raiser in the Manchin-Schumer plan, bringing in an estimated

$313 billion over a decade. The
proposal to allow the government
to negotiate drug prices, which is
fiercely opposed by the pharmaceutical industry, is expected to save an
additional $288 billion.
K Street lobbyists are expected
to aggressively mobilize against the
deal’s other key revenue raisers. It
calls for boosting IRS enforcement,
an idea that banks have lobbied
against, and for closing the carried
interest loophole, which would hit
investment managers’ bottom line.
Democrats would only need a
simple majority to pass the reconciliation package, though various
Senate Democrats have expressed
skepticism about some of those
measures. All eyes are on Sen.
Kyrsten Sinema (D-Ariz.), a business community ally who previously backed a minimum corporate tax
but has opposed changes to carried
interest.

proposal does not do.
Rep. Richie Neal (D-Mass.),
chairman of the tax-writing Ways
and Means Committee, acknowledged that the SALT issue has
always represented “a challenge” as
Democrats sought to move Biden’s
agenda — and that may still be the
case as they seek to pass the Manchin-Schumer deal in the coming
weeks.
Still, SALT-focused Democrats
from the same region suggested
the other tax provisions in the
package effectively compensate for
the absence of the specific SALT
“fix,” and they’d likely support the
proposal in its current form.
“Let’s see what the Senate actually does,” said Rep. Tom Suozzi

(D-N.Y.). “Right now they’re not
touching the personal income taxes.
If they don’t touch personal income
taxes it doesn’t really raise the specter of SALT. So let’s see what they
actually come up with.”
Rep. Bill Pascrell (N.J.), another
Democrat from a high-tax state,
said he’s ready to “fight like hell”
to get a SALT provision into the
package. But acknowledging the
unlikelihood of that change, he also
indicated that he wouldn’t draw any
red lines governing his support.
“I’m not going to hold up legislation at this point,” he said. “There
are some very good things that have
been negotiated.”
The enthusiastic reception from
House Democrats across the caucus

suggests the bill will have an easy
time passing through the lower
chamber, even with the Democrats’
slim majority and the high likelihood that no Republicans would
support the proposal.
Rep. Dan Kildee (D-Mich.)
suggested the timing of Manchin’s
endorsement — after a year of
frustrated inaction and just months
before the midterms — has contributed to the vigorous show of support from Democratic lawmakers.
“We’re at a point where, if the
things that are in it are positive steps
forward, it’s hard to vote against
something because of what’s not
in it,” he said.
Jayapal agreed. “I feel hopeful,”
she said. “Let’s get it done.”
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Is the US in a recession? Depends on who you ask

By Tobias Burns
The Hill
The Commerce Department released data
on Thursday showing that the U.S. gross
domestic product (GDP) shrunk for a second
consecutive quarter.
The data prompted media headlines
warning about the increased possibility of a
recession and outcry from Republicans, quick
to slam President Biden for his economic
policies.
For its part, the Biden administration
tamped down recession fears, saying a decline in GDP for the first and second quarters
of this year was only natural following a year
of growth after the worst of the COVID-19
pandemic.
Still, amid the cacophony of voices on
the topic of economic downturn, is the U.S.
in a recession? The answer: It depends on
who you ask.
The two consecutive quarters of shrinkage
is a common unofficial marker of a recession,
but one that might have little meaning in
examining the post-pandemic U.S. economy
that has a sizzling labor market. More employers are having trouble finding workers
than laying them off, and the second quarter
shrink in GDP was minimal — 0.9 percent.
It’s also certain to be revised, meaning
that later this fall better measurements could
show the economy actually grew in the second quarter, writing off this first-draft metric
as null and void.
But the debate is more than just semantics.
The GDP will weigh heavily on politics
as Democrats seek to hold on to the House
and Senate majorities this fall. The White
House preemptively argued against the idea
two quarters of contraction would equal a

recession.
“While some maintain that two consecutive quarters of falling real GDP constitute a
recession, that is neither the official definition
nor the way economists evaluate the state of
the business cycle,” the White House said in
a July 21 statement.
“It is unlikely that the decline in GDP in
the first quarter of this year—even if followed
by another GDP decline in the second quarter—indicates a recession,” the statement
went on.
On Thursday, the White House continued
playing defense on the economic data, saying,
“Coming off of last year’s historic economic
growth — and regaining all the private sector
jobs lost during the pandemic crisis — it’s no
surprise that the economy is slowing down
as the Federal Reserve acts to bring down

inflation.”

Republicans bang
the recession drum
Meanwhile, Republicans pounced on the
numbers, using the opportunity to criticize
Democratic economic policies and make
the case that the U.S. is now experiencing
a recession ahead of the midterm elections
this fall.
“America is in a recession because of
President Biden’s inflation crisis,” Rep. Jason
Smith (R-Mo.), a member of the tax-writing
House Ways and Means Committee, said
in a Thursday statement. “This news is not
a surprise to the American people — they
have spent the last 18 months living in a dysfunctional economy marked by a decline in
their real wages, skyrocketing prices, empty
shelves, and Help Wanted signs up and down

Main Street.”
Other Republicans struck a more reserved
tone on the recession designation while also
pointing to the pain Americans are feeling
from increased prices.
“Splitting hairs on technical definitions
about what is or is not a ‘recession’ is a
distraction from the pain that Americans
continue to feel at the pump, in the grocery
aisles and, now, from threats of a declining
economy,” Senate Finance Committee ranking member Mike Crapo (R-Idaho) said in a
statement on Thursday.
Experts say defining a recession is
more complicated than a single metric
Both parties are right to point out the
strange conditions that persist overall in
the economy right now, which is rife with
contradictions.
Despite a blazing economic recovery from
the pandemic that set records for corporate
profits, a threat of recession has been looming
since the Federal Reserve started raising interest rates in March to bring down inflation,
which is at the highest level in decades.
And despite those interest rate hikes,
which are designed to cool off an overheating
economy and make it more expensive for
companies to do business, the job market
shows no signs of tapering off.
“Unemployment rates were lower in June
in 10 states and the District of Columbia,
higher in 2 states, and stable in 38 states,”
the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics reported
last week. “All 50 states and the District had
jobless rate decreases from a year earlier. The
national unemployment rate remained at 3.6
percent but was 2.3 percentage points lower
than in June 2021.”
(See Recession or not, Page 13)

Only the National Bureau of Economic Research
gets to officially decide if there is a recession

By Tobias Burns
The Hill
Commerce Department data
this week found the U.S. economy
shrank for a second quarter in a
row, sparking a new debate about
whether the nation is in a recession.
Negative growth in two consecutive quarters fulfills a common
definition for a recession — and it’s
the official way of making such a
call in some countries.
But it’s not in the U.S., where a
relatively under-the-radar group —
the National Bureau of Economic
Research’s (NBER) Business Cycle
Dating Committee — is in charge of
making an official call on whether
the country is in a recession.
So what is this group, and how
does it make its proclamations?
The group within the NBER
that actually makes the call on the
recession is the Business Cycle
Dating Committee.
It has eight members, who are
among the foremost economists in
the nation, and who all who work at
top academic institutions across the
country: Robert Hall of Stanford,
Robert Gordon of Northwestern,
James Poterba of Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, Valerie
Ramey of the University of California-San Diego, Christina Romer
of UC-Berkeley, David Romer of
UC-Berkeley, James Stock of Harvard and Mark Watson of Princeton.
Christina Romer served as chairwoman of the council of economic
advisers under President Obama,
and Poterba is the president of the
NBER.
The NBER’s formal definition of
a recession is broad. According to
its frequently asked questions page,
the NBER’s traditional definition is
“a significant decline in economic
activity that is spread across the
economy and that lasts more than
a few months.”
It considers the depth, diffusion
and duration of the decline in economic activity. While the committee’s view is that each “needs to be
met individually to some degree,
extreme conditions revealed by
one criterion may partially offset
weaker indications from another.”
Economists say that the NBER
looks at many different indicators
to make a call on whether the economy is in a recession.
“It actually looks at a wide
variety of economic indicators to
make that designation,” said Alex
Durante, an economist with the Tax
Foundation think tank. “They look
at employment, personal income,
durable goods, housing permits —
so the GDP is certainly part of it, but
they’re looking at other indicators,
as well.”
Employment is one factor that is
crucial in looking at today’s economy. The job market in the U.S.
is red hot, even as the Commerce
Department has found the economy
to have shrunk the last two quarters.
The White House, which has

been pushing back on the idea that
there is a recession, has pointed out
that unemployment is at a historically low rate of 3.6 percent.
The panel did find that a recession occurred in April 2020, after
much of the U.S. economy shut
down at the start of the coronavirus
pandemic.
It concluded in July 2021 that
the recession had lasted two months
— the shortest on record in the
nation’s history.
Durante said a pronouncement
on the current recession — if indeed it exists — likely won’t come
until 2023.
“This is obviously difficult for
policymakers who want to stay
on top of these conversations, but
usually, NBER doesn’t make the
designation until after a year,” he
said. “That’s because they want to
make sure they have enough data,
but also because the data tends to
be revised.”
Indeed, it is possible the Commerce Department data that found a
0.9 percent contraction of the economy in the second quarter could
be revised. It’s a small enough
decrease to fit into the typical
margin of error by which the department can correct its first-draft
predictions.
The origins of the NBER lie in
the oil industry.
According to a short history
of the NBER written in 1984 by
former Vice President of Research
Solomon Fabricant, the organization traces its history in part to
initiatives made in the early part
of the 20th century by the newly
formed Rockefeller Foundation,
the philanthropic organ built off
the vast oil fortune made by John
D. Rockefeller.
In 1914, Harvard Business
School Dean Edwin Gay “had taken
a leading part, at the request of the
executive secretary of the newly
established Rockefeller Foundation, in preparing a memorandum
outlining the organization and functions of an institute for economic
research analogous to the already
established Rockefeller Institute for
Medical Research. The proposed
institute would engage in scientific
and impartial investigations ‘of
such scope as to be beyond the
power of our existing university research facilities,’” Fabricant wrote.
Half a century later, the Commerce Department began citing

the NBER’s work on the business
cycle, which lent it a kind of governmental legitimacy, according to
The Washington Post.
But NBER research hasn’t been
immune from controversy.
A recent investigation by The
Guardian found that Alan Krueger,
a former chairman of the White

House Council of Economic Advisers, had been paid $100,000 by
Uber while writing a paper published under the NBER about Uber
that argued it had been a creator of
good jobs. Published in 2016 as
part of an NBER working paper
series, the revelation of the payment
attracted academic criticism.
An NBER spokesperson said
Krueger’s work as a consultant for
Uber was clearly disclosed.
“The cover page of the NBER
working paper disclosed the fact
that Alan Krueger was working as a
consultant for Uber when the paper
was written, and that his co-author
was an employee and stockholder
of Uber. The same acknowledgements were included in the version
of the paper that was published,
after peer review, by the Industrial
and Labor Relations Review,” the

statement emailed to The Hill said.
The NBER is a research institution that receives money from the
government but also makes money
from investments, according to its
website.
“NBER research is supported by
grants from government agencies or
private foundations, by corporation
and individual contributions, and by
income from the NBER’s investment portfolio,” the website says.
It says the groups that contribute
the most to its research projects are
the National Institute of Health,
the National Science Foundation,
the Social Security Administration
and the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation.
“The NBER conducts research
but does not make policy recommendations or carry out advocacy
on the basis of research findings,”
the group says of itself.

CENEGENICS MEDICAL INSTITUTE

Ken Small AIA, CSI, LEED

7040 Laredo St, Suite C
Las Vegas, Nevada 89117
Oﬃce : 702 . 873 . 1718
* Commercial
* Tenant
Improvements
* Office
* Use Permits
* Restaurant
* Medical
* ADA Compliance

Small Studio Associates, LLC.

Three ‘trigger ban’ states move
closer to restricting abortion
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By John Kruzel
The Hill
A trio of conservative states with so-called
“trigger bans” on the books have moved
closer to enacting a new set of abortion restrictions as a result of the circuitous domino
effect that began with the Supreme Court’s
decision to strike down Roe v. Wade.
In Texas, Tennessee and Idaho, the justices’ decision was not the relevant event
springing the new limits to life. Rather, the
landmark ruling was only the first falling
domino, followed by the court’s issuance
Tuesday of its formal judgment in the case,
followed next by a 30-day period before the
laws take effect.
The elaborate procedural circuitry has
added an additional layer of complexity to
the already confusing patchwork of state
laws — and lawsuits — that emerged soon
after the court upended the nearly 50-year
constitutional right to terminate an unwanted
pregnancy.
“Right now, there’s a lot of confusion,”
said David Cohen, a law professor at Drexel
University. “It may all shake out in the very
near future to a stable landscape of some
states with bans, other states with restrictions,
and other states very permissive. But, it also
may continue to have lots of uncertainty.”
“The more uncertainty, the more difficult
it is for patients to navigate the process and
get the care they need.”
Abortion is now banned in at least eight
states, following the Supreme Court’s decision last month to overturn Roe and hand
states virtually free rein to regulate the
procedure.
Thirteen states had trigger bans on the
books, three of which were set to take effect
immediately upon Roe’s toppling. Trigger
laws in seven other states required some
additional action by officials before the bans

kicked in. And three states — Texas, Tennessee and Idaho — had laws with a 30-day
clock that started upon the Supreme Court’s
formal judgment being issued.
Idaho’s trigger law is one such example,
with the law set to kick in on Aug. 25. The
new rule will make nearly all abortion illegal,
with exceptions for rape, incest and to protect
the life of the mother.
Several Idaho abortion restrictions are tied
up in legal challenges. Planned Parenthood
has sued over the abortion ban, saying it
violates the Idaho Constitution. The group
has a separate pending lawsuit that takes
aim at Idaho’s Texas-like civil enforcement
abortion ban.
Given the flood of litigation across the
states, experts cautioned that these new trigger bans — once they take effect — could
still get hung up in court fights.
“Even where bans have gone into effect,
they could get challenged in court, they have

to be interpreted with regulation, in some
places,” said Rachel Rebouché, a professor at
the Temple University School of Law. “Even
when a ban goes into effect, I think we still
can expect to see a lot of confusion.”
In mid-August, Tennessee’s trigger ban,
known as the Human Life Protection Act, is
set to take effect.
When it does, it will take precedence over
a statewide abortion ban that kicks in around
six weeks, when fetal cardiac activity can
typically be detected. Tennessee’s new trigger
ban will go even further, outlawing abortion
at the time of fertilization, with only narrow
exemptions.
In Texas, the state legislature in 2021
passed two major bills limiting abortion.
The first law, known as Senate Bill 8, gained
national attention for its novel enforcement
mechanism that lets private citizens bring
lawsuits for $10,000 or more for violations
of the six-week abortion ban.

The state also passed a trigger ban during
last year’s legislative session, which is set
to kick in 30 days after the Supreme Court’s
formal judgment issued. Under this trigger
ban, abortions would be generally outlawed.
The Texas law imposes criminal and civil
penalties, as well as professional discipline
on abortion providers who violate the law.
Those who run afoul of the trigger ban face
second-degree felony charges, as well as a
fine of at least $100,000.
In his majority opinion overturning Roe v.
Wade last month, Justice Samuel Alito said
that the five-decade abortion law framework
under Roe and related cases had become
unworkable. He suggested in the decision,
Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization, that handing control over to states would
ultimately calm the fiery debate that has raged
over abortion access in America for decades.
But the complicated state of the law surrounding abortion that has begun to emerge
tells a different story, some court watchers
say.
“We’re seeing that post-Roe and Casey,
nothing could be further from the truth than
to say this is a more workable system — and
the trigger laws are a good example,” said
Rebouché.
The shifting landscape creates uncertainty
not only for people seeking to terminate an
unwanted pregnancy, but also for medical
providers and even those on the periphery
of the medical decision.
“It creates confusion for anyone seeking
an abortion, friends and family members of
those seeking an abortion, and health care
professionals seeking guidance on what kind
of treatment they can provide —not just for
abortion care — but for reproductive health
care more generally,” said Naomi Cahn, a
professor at the University of Virginia Law
School.

Indiana Senate narrowly passes near-total abortion ban
By Arleigh Rodgers
and Rick Callahan
INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Indiana state senators narrowly passed
a near-total abortion ban Saturday
during a rare weekend session,
sending the bill to the House after
a contentious week of arguments
over whether to allow exceptions
for rape and incest.
The Republican-controlled Senate voted 26-20 after about three
hours of debate, passing the bill
with the minimum 26 votes needed
to send it on to the House, which
Republicans also control.
The bill would prohibit abortions from the time a fertilized egg
implants in a uterus. Exceptions
would be allowed in cases of rape
and incest, but a patient seeking an
abortion for either reason would
have to sign a notarized affidavit
attesting to the attack.
Indiana is one of the first Republican-controlled states to debate
tighter abortion laws since the U.S.
Supreme Court last month overturned the precedent establishing a
national right to an abortion.
But the GOP splintered after
the rape and incest exceptions remained in the bill Thursday when
an amendment failed that would
have stripped out those exceptions.
Ten Republican senators voted
against the legislation Saturday,
including a handful who support
abortion rights.
One of them, Republican Sen.
Vaneta Becker of Evansville, said
the measure will interfere with
women’s medical choices, their
lives and free will by setting strict
limits on abortion access in Indiana.
“Women deserve to have us protect their lives and free will. Senate

she added.
Ten of the Senate’s 11 Democrats voted against the bill, with the
11th member absent for Saturday’s
debate.
Democratic Sen. Tim Lanane of
Anderson condemned the bill as a
product of a male-dominated Legislature that’s poised to take away
the control that pregnant women
should have over their own bodies.
“This is the government, the
male-dominated government of
the state of Indiana, saying to the
women of this state, you lose your
choice,” he said. “We’ve told you
— papa state, big state government
— is going to tell you what you
will do with your body. And I don’t
(See Abortion Ban, Page 14)

Bill 1 destroys both. Shame on us
for doing this,” she said, noting that
only eight of Senate’s 50 members
are women.
“We are considering dictating
medical decisions with blinders
and ignorant of the astounding,
unintended consequences we are
creating,” Becker warned, saying
the Senate is “just making a mess.”
Republican Sen. Mike Young,
whose amendment calling for no
exceptions except for the life of the
mother previously failed, said he
voted against the bill not because
he agrees with its opponents but
because he has qualms with some
aspects of the legislation he hopes
are addressed.
Young said one provision that
concerns him states that a doctor
can perform an abortion if he believes a woman’s life is in danger
but it doesn’t require the doctor to
inform that woman that her life is
in danger.

Recession or not
(Continued from Page 12)
Adding to the current confusion
is the fact that the unofficial designation of recession may simply be
incorrect. The drop of 0.9 percent
reported by the U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA) on Thursday
is within the margin of error that
normal revisions to the quarterly
GDP estimate can correct.
According to a 2021 BEA paper,
“the revision between the advance
and second estimates” in quarterly
GDP “is in the interval (-0.94,
1.14).” This means that for an initial
measurement of a drop of 0.9 percent in quarterly GDP, the second
measurement could be as low as a
1.84 percent drop or as high as a
0.24 percent increase.
Harvard University economist
Jason Furman pointed on Twitter
to a real-world example of this in
June 2019, when the BEA reported
that GDP growth had slowed to a

disappointing 2.1 percent before
being revised up to 3.1 percent.
That’s a difference of an entire percentage point, bigger in magnitude
than the measurement of the current
quarterly drop.
Applying historical trends to
first-draft data from the BEA is
the “wrong way to think about it,”
Furman wrote in a Twitter thread
on Thursday, responding to an
economist at the American Enterprise Institute, a conservative D.C.
think tank. “You’re looking at the
latest estimates which have been
heavily revised from what was first
published.”
There’s “well over a 50 percent
chance that Q1 and/or Q2 gets
revised to positive. That’s part of
why NBER doesn’t rely on advance
GDP to call recessions,” he said,
referring to the National Bureau of
Economic Research, which is the
official designator of recessions.

“She may never know the reasons why. I just think it’s important
when a person makes the most
important decision of their life
they ought to know if their life is
in danger, and what are the reasons
why it’s in danger,” he said.
GOP Sen. Sue Glick of LaGrange, who authored the abortion
bill, said during the debate she
doesn’t expect the legislation approved by the Senate to be the final
version the legislature passes. She
called the Senate bill “an expression
of where we believe the state of
Indiana is right now.”
The legislation’s passage “is a
huge step forward in protecting the
life of the unborn children in our
state,” Glick said in a statement
after the bill’s approval.
“We have put together a bill that
would not criminalize women and
would protect the unborn whose
voices have been silenced for the
past 50 years under Roe v Wade,”

Economists say that while consecutive quarters of economic
shrinkage are significant, a more
accurate classification of recession, informed by a richer array of
measurements, is still a few months
away.
“There’s this perception, and
people are not wrong to have it —
it’s probably even in my economics
textbook from college — that it’s
two negative quarters of GDP that
NBER uses to determine if there’s
a recession. That’s actually not
completely true. It actually looks
at a wide variety of economic indicators to make that designation,”
Alex Durante, an economist with
the Tax Foundation think tank in
Washington, said in an interview.
“They’ll look at employment,
personal income, durable goods,
housing permits, so the GDP is certainly part of it, but they’re looking
at other indicators, as well.”
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House passes bill to ban assault weapons
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By Mychael Schnell
The Hill
The House on Friday passed a bill to ban
assault weapons, securing a significant victory for Democrats following a spate of mass
shootings across the country and marking
the first time lawmakers have approved a
prohibition on the popular firearms in more
than two decades. The legislation, titled the
Assault Weapons Ban of 2022, cleared the
chamber in a 217-213 vote.
Republican Reps. Chris Jacobs (N.Y.) and
Brian Fitzpatrick (Pa.) supported the measure, while Democratic Reps. Henry Cuellar
(Texas), Jared Golden (Maine), Vicente
Gonzalez (Texas), Kurt Schrader (Ore.) and
Ron Kind (D-Wis.) voted “no.”
Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) announced Friday morning that the House
would take up the legislation that afternoon,
scheduling the last-minute vote days after she
said the chamber would punt consideration
of the legislation to next month.
Democrats had planned to move the assault weapons ban with community safety
legislation under one rule, but ultimately
decided to consider them separately after
some liberals voiced concerns about a lack of
accountability in the police measures.
The assault weapons ban legislation, led
by Rep. David Cicilline (D-R.I.) and co-sponsored by 207 voting Democrats, specifically
calls for prohibiting the sale, manufacture,
transfer or import of various semi-automatic
assault weapons, semi-automatic pistols and
semi-automatic shotguns, depending on their
features.
For example, all semi-automatic rifles
that can accept detachable magazines and
have a pistol grip, a forward grip, a grenade
launcher, a barrel shroud, a threaded barrel

or a folding, telescoping or detachable stock
are subject to the ban.
Semi-automatic assault rifles with fixed
magazines that can accept more than 15
rounds are subject to the ban would also be
prohibited under the legislation, except those
with an attached tubular device that can only
hold .22 caliber rimfire ammunition.
Though it received bipartisan support in
the House, the legislation has little chance
of progressing in the Senate because of
widespread Republican opposition. Still,
House Democrats had pressed leadership for
the chance to vote on the measure to send a
message that they are fighting for an issue that
has increased in popularity in recent years.
A poll conducted by Fox News in June
found that 63 percent of registered voters
support banning assault weapons.
Former President Clinton enacted an
assault weapons ban in 1994 but it expired
10 years later, and Democrats have not had
the support to pass another measure of its

kind since.
During debate on the House floor Friday,
House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer (DMd.) said the “common sense reform” in the
bill “will save the lives of law enforcement
officers and innocent Americans across the
country.”
“A moment of silence is not enough. I
should have counted how many moments of
silence we have had on this Floor this year
and lamented the loss of children and the
elderly and everybody in between because
of a weapon that is designed to kill a lot of
people quickly. No more moments of silence.
Let’s act,” he later added.
Rep. Jim Jordan (R-Ohio), ranking
member of the House Judiciary Committee,
however, argued that the measure was unconstitutional and asserted that the bill “won’t
make communities safer.”
“Democrats tried this ban before, It didn’t
work. It won’t work now. And you know what
it will do? It’ll make communities, I think,

less safe,” he said.
“This bill is wrong, it will make communities, I think, less safe, and it’s unconstitutional,” he added.
The vote on an assault weapons ban is the
latest firearm-related legislation the House
has passed following a string of mass shootings that have plagued the country.
Last month, the House and Senate both
cleared a gun safety bill in a bipartisan manner, which President Biden signed into law.
The measure enhanced background
checks for gun purchasers ages 18 to 21 and
established a federal offense for individuals
obtaining firearms through straw purchases
or trafficking, among other provisions.
The bill marked the first time in almost
three decades that Congress had approved
significant legislation to combat gun violence.
The House in June also cleared a bill to
nationalize red flag laws and a sweeping
package that included a number of gun-related provisions, including one that would
have raised the minimum age to purchase a
semi-automatic weapon from 18 to 21 and
prohibited civilian use of ammunition with
magazines that have more than 15 rounds.
Both measures, however, garnered little
Republican support and have not been taken
up in the Senate.
The push for gun legislation came after a
gunman opened fire at an elementary school
in Uvalde, Texas, killing 19 students and two
adults. Ten days before that, a gunman fatally
shot 10 Black individuals in a racially motivated attack at a grocery store in Buffalo, N.Y.
In both situations, the alleged shooter was
a young man wielding an AR-style semi-automatic weapon, which is the main target of
the assault weapons ban.

According to a Democratic aide, at least
one lawmaker has received pushback to the
measure from Yeshivas, which are worried
that the new time system will conflict with
morning prayers.
“I know that there were some concerns
raised that I felt like we needed to take some
time to address, so I’m going to keep working on it,” Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers
(R-Wash.), ranking member of the House
Energy and Commerce Committee, told The
Hill last week.
Some lawmakers, however, have not
spoken highly of the measure. House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer (D-Md.) told
The Hill last month that he was “somewhat
unimpressed with this effort,” and Minority
Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.) said, “I
don’t think it’s a good bill.”
While the swift Senate passage of the Sunshine Protection Act caught some lawmakers
and private citizens off-guard, the push to
make daylight saving time the law of the
land has been a decades-long effort backed
by a number of business groups, especially
golf organizations, that view an extra hour
of daylight as beneficial for the bottom line.
President Nixon signed a bill in 1974 to
make daylight saving time permanent for two
years as a way to address the nationwide gas
shortage. But that timely experiment quickly
failed, with President Ford signing legislation only nine months later to reinstate the
biannual switching of the clocks after public

approval of the change plummeted.
Public opinion, however, now appears
to be up. A Monmouth University poll conducted in March found that 61 percent want
to ditch the twice-yearly changing of the
clocks, compared to 35 percent who want to
keep the status quo.
Similarly, 59 percent of adults surveyed by
YouGov said they would like to see daylight
saving time made permanent, compared to
19 percent who would not.
Rep. Jan Schakowsky (D-Ill.), the chairwoman of the Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on Consumer Protection and
Commerce, told The Hill last month that a
“disproportionate amount” of her constituents
were discussing the matter after it cleared the
Senate, noting that “almost” all the feedback
was positive.
But some lawmakers, including Schakowsky, say that now is just not the right time to
take up the legislation.
“It just does not seem as the kind of urgent
priority right now. That’s all,” she said last
week. “So, you know, how much focus is on
it, how much attention, little.”
Rep. Vern Buchanan (R-Fla.), who sponsored the companion bill in the House, said
the chamber has been “preoccupied” with
a number of other matters, and Rep. Greg
Pence (R-Ind.) said it is “not at all” a priority.
Asked about the bill, House Minority
Whip Steve Scalise (R-La.), who sits on the
Energy and Commerce Committee, told The
Hill that he had not “heard anything about it
lately,” adding “there was some talk months
ago but it’s fallen by the wayside, I think, with
so many of the other issues that are out there.”
But according to one Democratic aide, the
ideal time frame for approving the bill has
passed and there are slim odds that another
will come along before the end of the year.
“If this bill was going to move this Congress, like, we would’ve had to move it right
after the Senate passed it,” the aide said. “I
think that was kind of like our shot, and since
it didn’t happen then, like it’s now kind of
fallen off as a priority.”
The aide characterized the circumstances
as a “strike while the iron is hot” situation,
noting that the momentum following Senate
passage quickly died down.
“There was like this big momentum to
push it, and that kind of fell apart. And I
think that’s really kind of hard to regain that
momentum,” the aide said.

Permanent daylight saving time hits brick wall in House
By Mychael Schnell
The Hill
More than four months after the Senate
unanimously passed a bill to make daylight
saving time permanent in the U.S., the measure has hit a brick wall in the House.
The main impediments dimming the
legislation’s chances of passing appear to be
fundamental disagreements over its language
and a general consensus that other matter
take precedence as the House grapples with
high inflation, gun massacres and fending off
judicial threats on issues such as abortion and
marriage equality.
“I can’t say it’s a priority,” Rep. Frank
Pallone Jr. (D-N.J.), the chairman of the
House Energy and Commerce Committee,
told The Hill recently.
“We have so many other priorities, but
it doesn’t mean because it’s not a priority
that we’re not trying to work on it. We are,”
he said, adding later, “If we can accomplish
anything, it wouldn’t be until the fall.”
The Senate created a buzz in March
when it approved the Sunshine Protection
Act — which would make daylight saving
time permanent — through unanimous consent, drawing widespread headlines. The
legislation, which would not take effect until
November 2023, calls for abandoning the
process of changing clocks twice a year, a
practice intended to give Americans an extra
hour of daylight during the fall and winter.
But to do that, U.S. residents would lose
an hour of daylight in the morning from
November through February.
For instance, with the law currently in
place, the sun is scheduled to rise in New
York at 7:16 a.m. on Dec. 21, the shortest
day of the year. But if the Sunshine Protection
Act takes effect, residents in the Empire State
would have to wait until 8:16 a.m. to see the
sun rise on the winter solstice.
It is a similar situation in the afternoon:
The sun will set in New York at 4:31 p.m. the
day of the winter solstice, but with the Sunshine Protection Act, that would be pushed
to 5:31 p.m.
The legislation received a warm welcome
from some House members immediately
after it passed the Senate — Speaker Nancy
Pelosi (D-Calif.) said she supported making
daylight saving time permanent — but others
noted that there were far more pressing issues
to address.
Days after Senate passage, some House

Abortion Ban

(Continued from Page 13)
think we’re ready for that.”
The bill now heads to the House,
where proposed changes could
come as soon as next week — the
second week of lawmakers’ threeweek special session. Lawmakers
must adjourn their session by Aug.
14.
House Speaker Todd Huston on
Friday declined to discuss specifics of the Senate bill. But he said
he supports the rape and incest
exceptions.
Gov. Eric Holcomb said earlier this summer that he had no
“red lines” on what anti-abortion
measures lawmakers might consider. But on July 12 Holcomb
sidestepped taking a stance on
how far the Republican-dominated
Legislature should go in restricting

members started asking for additional research into and discussion regarding the bill,
signaling potential headwinds.
And now, Pallone is saying that while a
number of lawmakers agree that “spring forward” and “fall back” clock changes should
be done away with, they are at odds over what
the permanent time should be — daylight
saving or standard.
“We continue to try to come up with a consensus but so far, it’s eluded us,” Pallone said.
“The problem is that a lot of people say to
me, ‘Oh, we should just have, you know, we
shouldn’t switch back and forth, we should
just have standard or daylight saving,’ but
then they disagree over which one to enact.
And so that’s the problem. We need a consensus that if we’re gonna have one time,
what is it? And I haven’t been able to get a
consensus on that,” he added.
Pallone emphasized that the disagreements are based on geographical location and
not party affiliation.
Lawmakers in tourism areas, for example,
are generally in favor of daylight saving time
because they want visitors to stay out later,
according to Pallone.
But in rural locations that have large
farmer communities, an extra hour in the
morning is optimal.
“It’s not at all partisan,” Pallone said. “It’s
totally, you know, regional and depends on
your district.”
These are also some religious concerns.

abortions in its special session.
A national poll this month
found an overwhelming majority
of Americans believe their state
should generally allow abortion
in specific cases, including if a

woman’s life is endangered or if
the pregnancy is the result of rape
or incest. Few think abortion should
always be illegal, according to The
Associated Press-NORC Center for
Public Affairs Research poll.
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Supreme Court critics really
need to read the opinions

By Nolan Rappaport
The Supreme Court recently issued an
almost unanimous (8-1) decision in Johnson
v. Arteaga-Martinez holding that INA section
1231(a)(6) does not require the government
to provide bond hearings for migrants who
have been detained for more than six months
pending execution of a deportation order —
or require it to prove that continued detention
is justified.
The ACLU says that this decision “upheld
the federal government’s policy of locking
up immigrants for months or years without
a bond hearing.”
Maybe, but that’s not what I get from
reading the opinion.
The court just interprets the statutory
provision that authorizes the detention of an
immigrant subject to a final order of deportation and concludes that it does not include
the right to a bond hearing.
The court acknowledges that this might
be a violation of the Due Process Clause in
the Constitution; accordingly, it remands the
case to a lower court for further proceedings
to consider that issue.
Is detention even needed?
The DHS Fiscal Year 2020 Enforcement
Lifecycle Report to Congress describes the
end-to-end enforcement lifecycle of 2.8 million undocumented immigrants encountered
between ports of entry along the Southwest
Border between fiscal 2014 and fiscal 2019,
and an additional 725,000 who were found to
be inadmissible at Southwest Border ports of
entry. Final enforcement outcomes included
confirmed repatriations, grants of relief or
other forms of protections from removal, and
findings of non-removability.
The report indicates that — to a great
extent — enforcement outcomes depend on
detention practices.
Overall, 42 percent of the migrants remained in DHS custody between their initial

encounter and a final enforcement outcome
(or had no final outcome but were still in
DHS custody as of March 31, 2020). These
migrants were repatriated 98 percent of the
time, with 0.5 percent receiving relief or other protection from removal and 1.5 percent
remaining unresolved as of March 31, 2020.
Only 30 percent of migrants who were
never detained were repatriated; 15 percent
were granted relief; and 55 percent were
unresolved.
The detention practice with the highest
percentage of unresolved cases was placing
the migrants in detention initially and then
releasing them prior to a final enforcement
outcome. These cases resulted in repatriations
just 3 percent of the time; relief 12 percent
of the time; and 85 percent were unresolved.
The plaintiff’s situation
The plaintiff in this case, Antonio Arteaga-Martinez, is a Mexican citizen who
entered the U.S. without authorization and
was ordered removed. Then he claimed that
he would be persecuted or tortured if he
were to be returned to Mexico and sought

withholding of removal under INA section
1231(b)(3). The government detained him
pursuant to INA section 1231(a)(6).
Withholding is country specific — It
would just prevent him from being deported
to Mexico; he could still be deported to another country where he wouldn’t be persecuted
or tortured.
This delayed his deportation. He can’t
be deported to Mexico until his withholding
application is adjudicated, and apparently the
government has been unwilling or unable to
find another country that will accept him.
Supreme Court’s decision
The decision is based on an interpretation
of INA section 1231(a)(6), which reads as
follows:
“(6) Inadmissible or criminal aliens —
An alien ordered removed who is inadmissible under section 1182 of this title [Ineligible
for visas or admission], removable under section 1227(a)(1)(C) [Violated nonimmigrant
status or conditions of entry], 1227(a)(2)
[criminal offenses], or 1227(a)(4) of this title
[security or related removal grounds] or who

has been determined by the Attorney General
to be a risk to the community or unlikely to
comply with the order of removal, may be
detained beyond the [90-day] removal period
and, if released, shall be subject to the terms
of supervision in paragraph (3).”
INA section 1231(a)(6) does not specify
how long detention may continue after the
removal period has expired. In a previous
case, Zadvydas v. Davis, the court observed
that a statute permitting indefinite detention
would raise a serious constitutional problem.
The court avoids this issue in the present
case in accordance with the canon of constitutional avoidance, which is the principle that,
if possible, the Supreme Court should avoid
ruling on constitutional issues and resolve
cases on other, non-constitutional grounds.
It disposes of the case instead on the basis
of an interpretation of whether the text in INA
section 1231(a)(6) requires the government
to provide bond hearings, or to prove that
continued detention is justified.
The court observes in this regard that there
is no plausible construction of the text in INA
section 1231(a)(6) that would require the
government to provide bond hearings after
six months of detention or require the government to prove that continued detention is
justified. It just states that certain aliens “may
be detained” after the 90-day removal period.
Arteaga-Martinez also raises an issue that
wasn’t disposed of when the case was in the
lower courts: He asserts that prolonged detention without the right to a bond hearing raises
serious due process concerns. He claims that
outside of the national-security context, the
Supreme Court has never authorized prolonged detention without an individualized
hearing before a neutral adjudicator at which
the detainee has a meaningful opportunity to
participate.
The court notes with regard to this argu(See Rappaport, Page 16)

is back in the game. After enduring a brutal
year, Biden is suddenly on the verge of a
turnaround that, the White House believes,
could salvage his summer — and alter the
trajectory of his presidency.”
Politics USA: “Chuck Schumer and Joe
Manchin Reach Deal on Revamped Build
Back Better That Is A Massive Win For
Democrats And America.”
But is the public really pumped up about
an incompetent government spending more
money with inflation at its highest since
1981?
A NewsNation poll this week found that
94 percent of voters say they’re somewhat

or very concerned about rising prices, with
66 percent feeling “very concerned.” Nearly two-thirds rank inflation as their chief
concern.
Democrats and their media allies have become adept at euphemism; it’s central to their
messaging. It’s not a crisis at the border, it’s
a ”challenge.” Antifa is not an organization;
it’s “an idea.” It’s not an unborn baby or even
a fetus. It’s the “products of conception.”
Riots aren’t riots. They’re ”mostly peaceful
protests.” Infrastructure spending is not about
improving roads and bridges. Infrastructure
includes child care and paid leave.
And now, with inflation approaching 10
percent, we have the Inflation Reduction Act.
There are things Democrats can do to
reduce inflation, such as cutting spending.
But, instead, Democrats want to inject $700
Billion into the economy, which, they claim,
will reduce inflation.
As for those who object to more spending
amid a recession, the president insists we’re
not even in one despite two consecutive quarters of negative growth, sky-high inflation
and stagnant wages.
“The Inflation Reduction Act will add
another $370 billion in clean-energy tax
credits in reconciliation, including incentives
to accelerate domestic production of solar
panels, wind turbines, batteries, and critical-materials processing. That doesn’t sound
like a recession to me,” Biden said last week

after news came of the economy contracting
by 0.9 percent.
The Inflation Reduction Act would also
significantly raise taxes on corporations. In a
related story, here’s what Joe Biden’s old boss
had to say as president during a recession.
“You don’t raise taxes in a recession,”
then-President Obama said in 2010. ”The
last thing you want to do is to raise taxes in
the middle of a recession.”
An old saying is that the difference between stupidity and genius is that genius has
its limits. With the party in power in Washington, the stupidity seems limitless. And voters
are very much onto it: Biden is polling lower
than any other first-term president since such
polling began. That includes Jimmy Carter.
That includes Donald Trump. Both men lasted one term. In recent Quinnipiac University
and New York Times polls, Biden sits at 31
and 33 percent approval, respectively.
Fuzzy math is back. Only this time, we’re
drowning in debt. We’re spending what we
don’t have. The result is sky-high prices for
everything from food and gas to lumber.
Any sensible leader would put the brakes
on spending while acknowledging that the
economy is indeed in a recession.
But not these leaders, who believe fuzzy
math and governing by gaslighting is a successful strategy.
Joe Concha is a media and politics columnist.

Congressional Democrats and their allies in
the White House are determined to wreck
our best-in-the-world health care system in
much the same fashion as they’ve wrecked
American energy, national security, education
and constitutional governance.
Pharmaceuticals cost billions to develop,
and many never make it to market. Continued
investment in developing new drugs happens
only because research and development
pays off from time to time in the form of a
“blockbuster” drug that makes billions — and
covers the R&D costs of the once-promising
drugs that didn’t pan out. Even the tantalizing

possibility of developing a best-selling drug
will not be enough to attract investment
when the government can step in, dictate the
price, and take away the profit that would
have covered R&D losses. Undercutting this
potential for profit means that capital will
go elsewhere. Government cannot stop that,
unless, of course, we abandon the free market
and adopt a socialist economic system, which
many on the left are clamoring for and which
would explain why they seem determined to
wreck our country.
Lower investment in the pharma sector
means, of course, that the promise of many
potential drugs will never be explored. Who
knows what cures will never be developed
— Would it have been for Alzheimer’s? Or
pancreatic cancer? Or Parkinson’s?
There are problems in our health care
system that need to be addressed. But destroying the sector that has given so many of
our citizens life-saving treatments and cures
— especially to pay for more government
spending and bureaucratic programs — is
most certainly not the answer.
*****
Beverly McKittrick is the director of the
Regulatory Action Center (RAC) at FreedomWorks. Previously, she served in the Trump
administration at the Department of Labor,
Office of the Secretary.

In redefining recession, Dems turn to
fuzzy math and governing by gaslighting

By Joe Concha
The term “fuzzy math” was first introduced during the 2000 presidential campaign
by Republican nominee George W. Bush. He
used it to describe Democratic nominee Al
Gore’s criticism of Bush’s economic proposals as they pertained to tax cuts and how to
spend a budget surplus.
Fast forward to 2022 and fuzzy math has
been reintroduced to our politics. This time
it pertains to a Democratic proposal to spend
$700 billion on the ironically named “Inflation Reduction Act of 2022.”
That’s right: Democrats, including President Biden, are pushing the argument that
injecting hundreds of billions of dollars into
an economy that is heading towards 10 percent inflation (current rate, 9.1 percent) and
probably just entered a recession (commonly
defined as two consecutive quarters of negative GDP growth) and that spending $300
billion on green energy initiatives and $370
billion on “deficit reduction” is just the cure
our ailing economy needs.
And right on cue, many of the headlines
refer to the prospect of the act becoming law
as a potential big win for Democrats and the
game-changer the party needs to hold on to
the House and Senate.
CNN: “In a major boost to Democrats,
Manchin and Schumer announce deal for
energy and health care bill.”
Politico: “Somehow, someway, Joe Biden

Democrats are destroying our economy, one sector at a time

By Beverly McKittrick
The Biden administration and its co-conspirators, congressional Democrats, have
been busy wrecking America these last 18
months.
They launched a war on American energy,
shutting down the Keystone pipeline and
blocking domestic oil and gas exploration —
resulting in skyrocketing gas prices, less fuel
to heat and cool homes and businesses, and
the sorry spectacle of an American president
going gas-can-in-hand to beg foreign despots
and dictators to supply us with some energy.
They launched a war on our sovereignty
and national security by inviting illegal immigrants (and smugglers) to “come on in.”
Through our open borders has come a tidal
wave of Fentanyl and other illegal drugs now
killing Americans all over the country.
They launched a war on education —
keeping schools closed while children suffered mentally and emotionally.
And they launched a war on our Constitution, using executive orders to expand a
regulatory state that threatens to suffocate individual autonomy and business innovation.
Their legislation-through-regulation schemes
are an end run around the people’s representatives — and therefore, around the people.
Then there is their reckless spending,
triggering the highest inflation we’ve seen

since the 1970s and lowering living standards
for all Americans, hitting hardest those least
able to afford it.
And now, to distract us from the wreckage
and in a last-ditch effort to save their jobs in
2022, Democrats want to do what they do
best: spend more taxpayer money. To pay
for a portion of this spending, they would
command drug companies to “negotiate”
with Medicare on prices for certain brandname drugs. “Negotiation” is a misnomer,
however; if drug companies don’t agree
with the government’s price, they would lose
most of the revenue from those drugs’ sales.
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Trump’s defamation case against CNN is weak
but it may foreshadow his criminal defense

By Jonathan Turley
This week, CNN received a 282page letter from former President
Trump. The “Notice of Intent”
to sue includes dozens of past
transcripts and online stories of
unrelentingly anti-Trump coverage
on the network. However, there is
one line that stood out; it stated that
Trump “subjectively believes that
the results of the 2020 presidential
election turned on fraudulent voting
activity in several key states.”
The line does not make a case
for civil defamation — but it could
offer a criminal defense if Attorney
General Merrick Garland charges
Trump as part of an ongoing grand
jury investigation.
As a defamation lawsuit, the
length of the exhibits does little to
make up for the limited case law
supporting Trump’s claim. Trump
faces a difficult constitutional standard applied to public officials and
public figures. Under that “actual
malice standard,” he must show
that CNN had actual knowledge of
the falsity of a statement or showed
reckless disregard of whether it was
true or false.
Trump has long objected to
that standard and called for it to be
changed to allow greater liability
for the media. Ironically, liberals
such as Harvard professor Cass
Sunstein also have called for the
broader use of defamation to combat “fake news.” However, courts
have not accepted such invitations.
The standard is designed to make
defamation actions more difficult,
to give the free press “breathing
space” to carry out its key function
in our system.
CNN’s reporting in some stories
that Trump lied about election fraud
was clearly protected opinion. In
other reports, it was based on the
views of experts or sources. In either case, a defamation case cannot
be maintained on the “I believed it
to be true” claim. The question is
whether CNN knew it to be false
or didn’t care if it was false or true.
That claim, however, could
have greater success in a criminal
prosecution.
Some of us continue to question the basis for criminal charges
against Trump on the current evidence. The House Jan. 6 committee
promised to present compelling evidence to support criminal charges,
but it has not yet presented that
case after eight hearings. Even
some Democratic figures, including
former prosecutor and former Sen.
Heidi Heitkamp (D-N.D.), do not
believe a strong case has been made
for an indictment.
I have long maintained that
current or former presidents should
be charged when there is clear
evidence of a crime, including the
cases of former Presidents Nixon
and Clinton. The Justice Department, however, has long adopted a
more cautious approach. Although
a federal judge declared that Clinton committed perjury, which even
some of his supporters admitted, he
was not charged. There has been a
recognition that such a prosecution
— even a clear case like Clinton’s
— could divide the nation at a time
when it needs to move forward.
I have always disagreed with
that view, believing that if a presi-

Rappaport

(Continued from Page 15)
ment that it is a court of review,
not of first view. Accordingly, it
remands the case to the lower court
for further proceedings to dispose
of this issue.
If indefinite detention without
the right to a bond hearing violates
the Due Process Clause, which I
think is the case, the best solution
might be for Congress to amend the
provision to include the right to periodic bond hearings for determining whether continued detention is
warranted.
Nolan Rappaport was detailed
to the House Judiciary Committee
as an Executive Branch Immigration Law Expert for three years.
He subsequently served as an
immigration counsel for the Subcommittee on Immigration, Border
Security and Claims for four years.
Prior to working on the Judiciary
Committee, he wrote decisions
for the Board of Immigration
Appeals for 20 years. Follow him
at https://www.blogger.com/blog/
posts/2306123393080132994

dent commits a crime, prosecution
strengthens the nation by showing
its commitment to the rule of law.
However, that is not an invitation for improvisation or impulse.
If a former president is going to sit
in the dock, the case should be sufficiently strong to refute any question
of political motive or influence.
That is not the current case
against Trump.
While Trump was impeached for
inciting an insurrection, there has
been a notable shift away from that
dubious basis for an indictment.
Most of the current calls for prosecution focus on conspiring to defraud the United States (18 U.S.C.
§ 371) and corruptly obstructing
an official proceeding (18 U.S.C.
§ 1512(c)).
Any prosecution will have to
overcome significant constitutional
headwinds, including free speech
protections and the right to protest
(and to call for such protests). However, the central problem remains
Trump’s state of mind.
Trump maintains he believed
the election was stolen and he had
a legal basis to challenge its cer-

tification. Democrats in Congress
(including some members of the
Jan. 6 committee) have challenged
certifications of prior elections,
including Trump’s 2016 victory;
past election controversies also involved rival slates of electors being
presented to Congress. And Trump
had a team of lawyers advising him
these were valid claims.
Democrats have tried to undermine such a defense by referring
to Trump’s personal lawyers as
“Team Crazy“ and noting that not
only White House counsel but most
legal experts disagreed with their
analysis. They insist no one would
believe these claims were credible.
The committee’s case, however,
was built without a modicum of
balance in the presentation of evidence. Even in quoting Trump’s
much-condemned rally speech,
the committee routinely edited out
his line that ”I know that everyone
here will soon be marching over to
the Capitol building to peacefully
and patriotically make your voices
heard.”
Some insist Trump’s state of
mind can be dismissed as “will-

ful blindness” and that he had to
know there was no evidence of
widespread election fraud. It is true
that willful blindness can be used
by prosecutors when they cannot
prove actual knowledge, but it remains highly controversial. As one
expert noted, “There is tremendous
confusion in this area of law and
a lurking sense that something is
fundamentally awry.”
When an administration prosecutes a former (and possibly future)
political opponent, even more can
appear “awry.” Even under the
alternative showing, “willful” does
not include politically delusional
or defiant defendants. Millions of
Americans still believe there is evidence of election fraud. Moreover,
the Jan. 6 committee has portrayed
Trump as a raving egomaniac who
refused to accept that he could lose
to President Biden. Even former
Attorney General William Barr said
Trump refused to entertain opposing views and added, “I thought,
boy, if he really believes this stuff,
he has, you know, lost contact with,
become detached from reality.”
Perhaps, but Trump would not

be convicted for losing a grasp
on reality. He would argue that he
had a host of lawyers around him
supporting this view.
True, the odds of convicting
Trump on most any crime before a
Washington, D.C., jury is very high.
In a city that gave Biden more than
92 percent of its vote (and Trump
roughly 5 percent), the defense
could not face a worse jury pool.
However, that does not mean it
would stand up on appeal. In the
interim, a weak or creative case for
conviction would rip the country
apart.
For the administration of his
opponent to prosecute him, the case
must be more than just plausible. It
must be unassailable.
Prosecutors need more than
simply repeating that it’s “inconceivable” that Trump didn’t know
he’d lost the election. In the film
“The Princess Bride,” that was the
go-to line for the character Vizzini,
who used it to avoid any self-questioning. For many Trump critics, it
serves the same purpose.
They maintain that it is “inconceivable” that Trump believed what
he said about the election being
“stolen” — so what he said must
have been criminal.
Yet as another character from
the movie told Vizzini, “You keep
using that word. I do not think it
means what you think it means.”
It means even less in a criminal
case against a past or present president. Garland will need more than a
Vizzini charge to make a case stick
against Trump.
*****
Jonathan Turley is the Shapiro
Professor of Public Interest Law
at George Washington University.
Follow him on Twitter @JonathanTurley.
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A government big enough to give you everything you want, is strong enough to take everything you have. — Thomas Jefferson

Our Point of View

We should demand
accountable government to
rule by administrative state

Guest editorial by Luke Wake and Daniel Ortner
The Supreme Court ended its term with a highly consequential 6-3 decision in West Virginia v. EPA. The court
repudiated the Environmental Protection Agency’s claim
that Congress had delegated sweeping powers for the
agency to pursue a regulatory agenda of its own creation
that would force energy companies to adopt alternative
energy sources. That should not have been a controversial
decision. Since the founding of the American republic,
the courts have always affirmed the foundational precept
that Congress alone makes law. And Congress cannot
give away its lawmaking powers to unelected bureaucrats
without violating the Constitution.
Yet there is a competing vision of the Constitution,
trumpeted by progressive-minded law professors and
interest groups who bemoan the court’s adherence to the
rule of law. Under this view, strict constitutionalism is
intolerable because it may sometimes get in the way of
the government crafting “optimal” regulatory regimes.
For this reason, advocates of a strong administrative state
see no issue with Congress delegating broad rulemaking
powers to federal agencies — as long as that enables the
government to carry out their preferred regulatory agenda.
Yet, boiled to its core, this is nothing but a call for bureaucratic rule over the American people.
Justice Elena Kagan’s dissenting opinion in West Virginia likewise defends broad delegations. One might call
it a “love letter” to the administrative state. In her view,
we owe the blessings of modern America to the fact that
Congress often delegates broad powers to federal agencies
because it would not be practicable for Congress to decide
everything. Kagan argues that the American worker is better off, that consumers are safer, and that the environment
is cleaner because Congress gave “broad-ranging powers
to administrative agencies, and those agencies then filled
in — rule by rule by rule — Congress’s policy outlines.”
But there is a world of difference between allowing an
agency to fill in “minor details” of a regulatory scheme
of Congress’s creation and allowing an agency to create
a regulatory regime from the bottom up.
In this case, the EPA claimed that Congress had delegated open-ended authority for the agency to devise any
system of emissions regulation that the EPA administrator
might deem “best.” That would amount to a wholesale delegation of Congress’s lawmaking powers in contravention
of the structure of our Constitution. For advocates of an
engorged administrative state, this was no concern. They
would argue that open-ended delegations are desirable
because the federal bureaucracy is stocked full of “experts”
in whom we trust. Never mind the fact that Congress is
capable of consulting experts when crafting legislation.
We apparently should place our faith in unelected officials
in the executive branch to govern us wisely.
But if you cherish individual liberty, you naturally have
a different view of government and the value of the rule of
law. You simply cannot accept a government dominated
by the regulator’s chosen experts if you want to maintain
a free society. Why? Because, as Justice Neil Gorsuch
put it, a republic governed by the people is always “more
likely to enact just laws than a regime administered by a
ruling class of largely unaccountable ‘ministers.’”
So, we must always insist that our government should
remain accountable to the people through our representatives in Congress. This accountability is what makes us
a free people. We lose that accountability when Congress
delegates broad powers to the executive branch. That is
why the courts should avoid interpreting statutes as giving
federal agencies open-ended powers. And if Congress tries
to give an agency a blank check, we should expect the
judiciary to enforce the Constitution by striking it down.
The stakes are high. If we allow Congress to set aside
the Constitution’s strict separation of powers and give
away vast lawmaking powers in the name of administrative expedience, we will end up with a government
unrestrained by the rule of law. At that point, federal regulations will amount to orders from bureaucratic rulers on
high. As Gorsuch put it, in such a regime, the “law” would
represent “nothing more than the will of the current President, or, worse yet, the will of unelected officials barely
responsive to him.” That is not a utopia, as some would
have us believe. To the contrary, it is a threat to our most
basic liberties — our very right to a free society — and a
dangerous step on the road to tyranny.
*****
Luke Wake (@rescueliberty) and Daniel Ortner (@
dortner1) are attorneys at Pacific Legal Foundation, a
nonprofit legal organization that defends Americans’ liberties when threatened by government overreach and abuse.

Love him or hate him,
Trump is right about crime
By Liz Peek
Love him or hate him, there is no denying that Donald Trump has extraordinary political instincts. For a
billionaire real estate developer to win the Oval Office
on a campaign of helping out working-class Americans,
and to single-handedly realign our two great political
parties in the process, was nothing short of astonishing.
Which is why, despite his multiple missteps, Republicans should pay attention to Trump.
When he ran his first-ever political campaign in
2016, Trump focused on the border and on China. Calling out the rising flood of people entering the country
illegally and Beijing’s monstrous theft of America’s
intellectual property got the attention of voters. “Build
the wall!” became a chant heard across the country.
Today, Trump has a different focus. Addressing the
America First Agenda Summit in Washington, D.C.,
recently, he talked about public safety, concluding that
“our country is now a cesspool of crime.”
As we approach the November elections, that is
what Republican candidates should talk about as well.
Why? Because, according to a recent survey, 81
percent of registered voters say crime is a major problem in the U.S., and 79 percent say crime and personal

safety is one of their top concerns.
How could it not be? Crime is out of control; dangerous and reckless policies are to blame. This is not
an Ivory Tower debate; this is a threat that is helping to
destroy our cities and our economy. And it is a threat
that highlights just how out of touch and hypocritical
Democrat elites are.
Democrats side with progressives such as George
Soros, who steadfastly backs the people and policies
that are making our cities unsafe.
The Wall Street Journal recently published an op-ed
by Soros justifying — not apologizing for — helping
to elect the district attorneys who are putting violent
criminals back on the streets within hours of their
arrest, and allowing crime to surge.
Soros says pitting “justice” against “safety” is a
false choice and decries as “divisive partisan attacks”
the debate over soft-on-crime policies. Someone should
ask Soros how 60 percent of uber-liberal San Francisco
voted to bounce District Attorney Chesa Boudin. Was
that coalition of fed-up Democrats and independents
really a “partisan attack” or a common-sense revolt?
The New York Times described Boudin as engineer(See Peek, Page 22)

ON A PERSONAL NOTE

When customer service has nothing
to do with pleasing the customer

By Maramis
would inform me that that was the
Last year, while things were still
case. In fact, just lately, as in yes“iffy” and difficult when purchasing
terday, I received a snail-mail letter
things that needed to be sent through
informing me that something else I
the mail (and heaven only knows
had ordered would not be forthcomwhere they would be coming from)
ing, but it started out by stating: “We
I ordered something I saw on a TV
owe you an apology….” It’s easy
commercial and took a chance that
to understand when there’s going
I’d get it. The total for my order was
to be a delay or cancellation due to
only $29.94, including the $9.95 for
circumstances beyond a company’s
the shipping and handling fee.
control, but no matter why, customers
Knowing that there had been dewant to know.
lays in the shipping departments for
I haven’t been keeping track of all
many items, some of which may well
the
orders I place online as to whether
MaraMiS ChOufani
have been caught up in the shipping crisis (containers or not those companies inform me when the order has
jammed up in ports due to a continuing shortage of been sent, but I usually hear from the companies to indockworkers and truckers), I took that into account form me of a delay. Some companies are even gracious
when I placed my order, thinking — of course — that enough to offer a small financial incentive to order
it may take several months for my order to arrive, but again in spite of the delay, for which they apologize.
it wasn’t a critical order. (See next paragraph for a brief
Since I did not hear one way or the other from
idea of what was going on.)
the particular company I am writing about, I did not
Is shipping going to get worse?
call them for several months to see if I could find out
If you haven’t tried to have anything shipped to what the problem was, but either the phone lines were
your home in the last few months, it may have escaped messed up every time I called, or (I said to myself)
your notice that the U.S. is currently experiencing a maybe they had gone out of business because of the
shipping crisis. And to make matters worse, experts big mess this country (and maybe even the world) has
are predicting that things are about to get worse, and gotten itself into and this would be just another oh well
they may not get better until 2023.
kind of thing.
Since I am a patient person, waiting a couple of
I never got to actually speak to a person at the other
(See Maramis, Page 22)
months or more would be okay, as long as the company

Why are so many violent
criminals walking free?

By Joe Concha
Is this the new normal? A U.S. congressman and
gubernatorial candidate was attacked by a man who
attempted to stab him. If the suspect had succeeded,
we could be talking about Lee Zeldin (R-N.Y.) as the
late U.S. congressman and gubernatorial candidate
who was assassinated in broad daylight. Fortunately,
though, Zeldin was not injured.
In a normal, sane world, the suspect would have
been behind bars immediately. But that didn’t happen
in this instance because this is New York, home to
the Yankees, Lady Liberty, Niagara Falls — and laws
that protect criminals more than law-abiding citizens.
“Relieved to hear that Congressman Zeldin was not
injured and that the suspect is in custody,” Gov. Kathy
Hochul said after the attack. “I condemn this violent
behavior in the strongest terms possible — it has no
place in New York.”

Yet, somehow, the suspect wasn’t in custody for
long.
“His words as he tried to stab me a few hours ago
were ‘you’re done’, but several attendees, including
@EspositoforNY [running mate Alison Esposito],
quickly jumped into action & tackled the guy,” Zeldin
tweeted after the attack. “Law enforcement was on
the scene within minutes. The attacker will likely be
instantly released under NY’s laws.”
Coincidentally, Zeldin was giving a speech on
New York state’s cashless bail laws when the attack
occurred — and his prediction proved prophetic: The
alleged 43-year-old attacker was charged with a state
crime and released on his own recognizance within 24
hours, according to the sheriff’s office. It wasn’t until
he was charged with a separate federal count two days
later that the accused attacker was held without bail,
(See Concha, Page 19)
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Ever thought you might like to be a political
writer and/or commentator? Well, you can
By chuck Muth
When I originally began training
candidates back in 1996 — after
spending a week with Newt Gingrich at his Campaign Management
College in Washington, DC — part
of my thought process was this…
“If I use what I’ve just learned
to get elected, that’d be one more
conservative in office. But if I can
help teach hundreds of other conservatives what I’d just learned so
that THEY get elected, that’d make
a much bigger difference.”
More than 25 years later, I find
myself in the same situation again.
I love writing Muth’s Truths.
More than you know. For me, it’s
kinda like therapy. Much better than
throwing stuff at my TV screen
when CNN comes on.
I try to simplify politics and
policy to a level where the average
voter who isn’t glued to FOX News
three hours a night can understand.
And do so in both an educational
and entertaining fashion.
While it’s true that my ability is
in part due to, as Rush Limbaugh
used to say, “talent on loan from

cHUck MUTH
God,” I’ve also spent 25+ years and
six-figures learning how to write
from some of the most successful
marketing copywriters on Planet
Earth.
Guys like Gary Halbert, Dan
Kennedy, Bill Glazer, John Carlton, Robert Collier, David Ogilvy,
the Antin brothers, Ted Nicholas,
Robert Cialdini, Richard Viguerie,
Ed Rush, Perry Belcher and dozens
upon dozens of others I’m sure
most of you have never heard of.

Yes, writing effectively in politics CAN be learned by anyone with
the desire.
For me, believe it or not, it all
started long, long ago, in my early
20’s, when something I read in the
local newspaper where I grew up
— I can’t remember what it was
specifically (Biden Moment!) —
got me hot under the collar.
S o I p en n ed a s h o r t l etter-to-the-editor and shot it off to
the Baltimore Sun, never thinking
it’d ever be published in a million
years. But lo and behold…it got
printed!
From that point on, I was
hooked. Seeing my name and
thoughts published in the city’s
largest (and liberal) newspaper was,
in the immortal words of Sleepy Joe

Biden, “a big f-ing deal.”
Years later, in late 1993 — as I
was beginning to get more actively
involved in politics at the Clark
County Republican Party — I
ran into the publisher of a weekly
newspaper (long since shuttered)
at a Christmas party at former Lt.
Gov. Lonnie Hammargren’s house.
During the course of the conversation, I mentioned that I liked
to write and he mentioned that he
wanted to add a weekly conservative opinion column to his paper
so the editorial content wasn’t so
one-sided to the left.
“I’ve got a brand new pair of
roller skates; you’ve got a brand
new key.”
Figuring I had nothing to lose,
I inked my first column. Submitted

it. And they actually published it.
Heaven! I’m in heaven!
My subsequent columns got
noticed by then-Clark County GOP
Grand Imperial Pooh-Bah George
Harris, who asked me to start writing press releases and articles for
him. I did.
Then when George opted not
to run for chairman again in 1995,
and persuaded me to run, he and
then-Nevada Republican National
Committeeman Tom Wiesner got
enough Central Committee members liquored-up at a pre-election
cocktail reception at the old Showboat Hotel that I won!
And the rest, as they say, is
history. Been “doing politics” fulltime ever since.
The first newsletter I published
as chairman, using what was then
“high-tech” blast-faxing (ask your
mom), was called “GOPress.” It
evolved over the years into Muth’s
Truths.
I then started self-syndicating
my columns for various newspapers in Nevada. But I reached the
(see Muth, page 20)

One final note, I met Bill Belichick which was a big deal for me
since I’ve been a lifelong Patriots
fan. I remember attending a Patriots
game at Fenway Park when I was
6 years old and my future brotherin-law abandoned me. I took the T
back to Revere, but enough about
me.
Rick McKallegat, who made the
trek all the way from Florida, where
he plays golf a few times a week.
The joys of retirement! I’m still in
the trenches on a daily basis. One
day I’ll retire but not any time soon.
I hooked up with Bijan Amini, my
first-year roommate who is also a
lawyer in NYC. But he is an uptown
lawyer. He does mergers and acquisitions; I am a downtown lawyer; I
represent the accused.
Joe Valencic was a font of information about Slovenia. If I ever get
there, he is my first call.
Jocko MacNelly was there. He
is a guitar virtuoso who makes his
living as a professional musician.
I am jealous. He performs and he
teaches, on Zoom these last few
years. He also plays the ukulele
and played the French horn on an
album. I always knew he was a
blow hard!
Buzzy Bissinger was his usual
ebullient self. My co-scribe Bill
Pruden who furthers the education
of students in North Carolina was
there. Louis Tannenbaum came
all the way from DC while he’s
building houses to make the world
a better place.
Charles Hirschler and his better
half Ruth attended. They are both

doing fellowships at Harvard. It
sounded fascinating. Our open mic
session was exhilarating. Everyone
shared their Andover experiences.
Tom Rawson sang a haunting song.
Our class headquarters was at
Nathan Hale at Rabbit Pond. One
of my favorite stories about Rabbit
Pond is that Humphrey Bogart
threw his housemaster in the pond,
which resulted in him being expelled. What a way to go!
Hardly anyone drinks anymore.
I guess that is good for one’s health
but it signifies the end of an era.
There were some joints being
passed around. Recreational marijuana is now legal in Mass., unlike
our time at Andover. I met some
folks that I never knew while attending. Vic Crosby and his lovely
wife Barbara, who are living the
idyllic life on an island off the coast
of Georgia. We all walked in the
parade by classes, and had lunch at
the great quad.
Then it was time for the big dinner. It reminded me of a HS dance;

everyone was jockeying for a better
table. There was a band from PA
class ‘67. They were good. They
played good old Rock ‘n’ Roll and
some bluesy tunes — my kind of
music. If I’ve omitted some folks,
I’m sorry. I should have written this
article right after the reunion.
All good things must come to
an end. Everyone said goodbye,
and went back to their lives. It was
poignant. Will we see each other
again in five years? Will we even
be around? Because, let’s face it,
we are all on the back nine.
Personally, I plan to live long
enough to be a burden to all my
relatives. A friend remarked I’ve
already done so, except for the unborn ones. Until next time…
For more information regarding
Nevada laws, or if you feel your
rights have been violated, please
call Mace Yampolsky & Associates.
Call or text us at (702) 385-9777.
We are available 24/7 for emergencies. If you need help, CALL NOW
before it is too late. We can help!

50-year reunion. Where did the years go?

By Mace Yampolsky
In June I went to our 50-year
reunion. Where did the years go?
Many memories flooded back.
Some were recounted by others to
remind us. Everyone had a different
experience. Mine was mostly good.
I was really heavy when I started. I remember losing 25 lbs. during
my first semester to win a $10 bet
— big money in those days. I remember my rowing crew — not so
good. I am not built for being part
of such a crew. You should be long
and lanky. I am not. One time I was
in a 4-man shell and we sprang a
leak. The captain was acting as the
Coxen and the Coxen was rowing,
which was a lucky break. He shepherded us back safely to shore. We
needed about 10 people to lift the
shell out of the water because it was
almost full. I remember wrestling
with Jocko MacNelly, who is 6-ft.
3-in. and though he dwarfed me we
were about even.
I don’t consider myself as a
druggie, but I did dabble. One of my
most memorable experiences was
playing intramural hockey at 6 a.m.
(very cold) while on Mescaline, not
one of my brightest ideas. Another
time I watched a basketball game
with my housemaster while high;
another not so good idea.
I was reminded of incidents that
I had forgotten. Walter Maroney,
our longtime class secretary, recalled that I would wander around
campus wearing an army jacket.
He recounted this incident while
giving his speech during our open
mic session which he moderated

Mace YaMpolskY

magnificently. Danny Bolduc was
there for the first time since the 5th
reunion. He reminded me of an incident in Las Vegas where we met.
I’ve kept in touch with a few
people over the years: Jim Mayock,
a fellow attorney, and Sheridan Liu,
whom I call the tallest ornamental
in captivity (I’m not politically
correct), and Jon Atwood, whom
I visited down the cape on several
occasions. I’ve also kept in touch
with Charles Hirschler over the
years. He visited me in Vegas. I’ve
visited him in NYC. I even played
the piano at his last wedding.
Sheridan was working on a
remake of the series, Night Court.
There were strict protocols about
COVID and everyone was tested
every week. Sheridan was really
careful wearing a mask for most of
the time. Unfortunately, he spent
time with Jim Mayock who was afflicted (so did I but I was lucky) and
of course, Sheridan caught the virus

After killing Trump’s plan, Dems to spend
five times as much restocking oil reserve
By Bob Unruh
America’s petroleum policy under Joe
Biden has been one of simple chaos.
While under President Donald Trump, the
nation had become energy self-sufficient and
actually was exporting, when Biden moved
into the White House he immediately canceled pipeline projects, drilling projects, oil
lease sales and more.
Predictably, gasoline prices surged to
well above $5 a gallon and although they’ve
receded from that stratospheric level some,
American consumers still are paying thousands of dollars more for fuel annually than
they did before Biden took office.
Biden, meanwhile, has begged overseas
dictators to ramp up their oil production so
that America could buy its energy supplies
from often unfriendly dictators.
Now, a report confirms that Biden is planning to spend $90 a barrel on oil to replenish
the Strategic Petroleum Reserve even though
Democrats in Congress halted President
Trump’s plan to do that when the price was
less than $19 a barrel.
The SPR is being depleted because Biden

has been releasing millions of barrels, for his
stated plan to help with American gasoline
prices.
However, millions of barrels released by
Biden already have been sold to China — and
other nations around the world, further delaying help that the American consumers need.
The Liberty Daily bluntly reported it is
“Benedict Biden” who is working to replace
oil he took from the SPR — at prices of over
$90 a barrel.

Fox writer David Asman reported, “Biden
administration today making repurchase
deals for our depleted oil reserves at mid-$90
a barrel. Phil Flynn reminds us that 2 years
ago Democrats refused to let Trump restock
SPR reserves at $18.84 a barrel; they said it
would be bailing out big oil … at $18.84!!”
Charged Liberty Daily, “What we are
witnessing is the INTENTIONAL systematic
implosion of our economy and our national
sovereignty. Democrats truly do want to end

us and bring for The Great Reset in their
globalist Neo-Marxist utopia.”
According to a Reuters report, Biden
announced just days ago he would be selling
another 20 million barrels from the SPR.
He had announced in March plans to sell
a million barrels of day for six months.
Already sold have been about 125 million
barrels.
The report explained, too, that the U.S.
“will take bids in autumn to begin the process
of buying back 60 million barrels of crude
for reserve, a first step in replenishing the
stockpile after the 180 million barrel release.
The levels in the reserve have reached
about 475 million barrels, the lowest since
1985.
*****
Bob Unruh joined WND in 2006 after
nearly three decades with the Associated
Press, as well as several Upper Midwest
newspapers, where he covered everything
from legislative battles and sports to tornadoes and homicidal survivalists. He is also
a photographer whose scenic work has been
used commercially.
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Reconsidering Our Foreign Policy

By José Azel
Let’s play the ultimatum game.
Suppose that, with the generosity
that always comes from using
other people’s money, the United
States Department of State gives
me a gift of $100,000 to share with
you in whatever proportion I deem
appropriate, under one condition: if
you accept the portion that I offer
you, we will both have our part, but
if you reject my offer, neither of us
will be able to keep the money.
How should I propose to share
the money with you? Offer him a
relatively small share, say 10 percent, roughly a 50-50 split, or a very
generous 90 percent?
Since you and I are both rational
homo economicus, I should try to
maximize my share by offering
you only $10,000 and keeping the
remaining $90,000 for myself. Obviously, in the case of money that
is given to you, you would accept.
You may think I’m greedy or unfair,
but as an economically rational
person you’ll choose the $10,000
better than nothing. Knowing this,
I will propose 10 percent.
How? Are you crazy? You unreasonably reject my offer, preferring nothing to pocketing the
$10,000 I offer?
The ultimatum game — with
its many variants — is the iconic
game of negotiation and bargaining
in behavioral economics. Research
shows that in many cultures, people
offer “fair” deals closer to 50-50,
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and offers of less than 20 percent
are often rejected.
Explanations for these behaviors vary, but the ultimatum game
highlights the presence of nonmonetary components of utility in our
behavior. The “irrational” answers
question the model of pure rational
economics presented by traditional economic theory. Taking into
account that there are people who
reject a positive offer, preferring to
receive nothing instead of something, it shows that they cannot be
acting only to maximize economic
benefits.
Let us apply this behavioral
approach to the formulation of U.S.
foreign policy. That foreign policy
is defined as the ways by which the
country interacts with other nations
and establishes norms of interaction
with their organizations, businesses

and individual citizens. As such,
our foreign policy must embrace
and project our political-economic
principles and values. However, our
foreign policy is expressed almost
exclusively in concepts of economic determinism, emphasizing
offers of aid, credits, commercial
incentives, and the like.
The two conflicting foundational approaches to our foreign
policy are “Wilsonism,” which
favors a self-restraint foreign policy
dependent on, or subservient to,
international institutions; and “realism,” which rejects the need for
moral considerations, emphasizing
practical ones. Despite being dramatically opposite points of view,
both assume that the actors in their
countries are “rational” and that, regardless of their approaches against
the United States, they will respond
rationally to our bribes disguised as
diplomatic overtures.
Our foreign policy tools seem
limited to a “show me the money”
view and, as interaction in the
ultimatum game shows, we are
perplexed when our economic
bribery policies do not produce the
results we expect. A concrete case:
the impoverished Bolivia recently
rejected our help and expelled the
United States Agency for International Development (USAID).
Currently, the foreign aid provided by the U.S. government is 50
billion dollars. However, doling out
money to see what it buys us is not

effective foreign policy.
Our limitations in foreign policy
are particularly evident when dealing with totalitarian regimes that
embrace radical ideologies, such
as North Korea, Iran or Cuba. In
our vision of the world we cannot
understand how it is possible for
totalitarian governments to reject
our economic offers while their
people peremptorily require economic assistance. Evidently, their
perception of profit or wealth, as
the ultimatum game demonstrates,
is focused in other directions.
What we do not perceive is that
these regimes are based on their
ideologies, and that totalitarianism,
by definition, requires the resentment of freedom and the widespread violation of the rights of its
citizens. They are not our fellow
travelers and they will not change
their repressive ideology persuaded

ON THE HOLMES FRONT

by our mercantile incentives.
Reconsidering U.S. foreign
policy means recognizing that its
guiding principle must be to protect our lives and property from
external threats, based on principled
approaches and our own interest. It
requires that we clearly distinguish
friend from adversary, establish foreign policy objectives toward each
of them based on our interests, and
identify the appropriate assertive
means to achieve those objectives.
José Azel left Cuba in 1961 as a
13 year-old political exile in what
has been dubbed Operation Pedro
Pan — the largest unaccompanied
child refugee movement in the
history of the Western Hemisphere.
He is currently dedicated to the indepth analyses of Cuba’s economic,
social and political state, with a
keen interest in post-Castro-Cuba
strategies.

Two elected Hispanic, Democratic, female
judges switch to GOP over border emergency

By Frank Holmes
Hispanic voters have made a
very public shift away from the
Democratic Party and towards the
Republicans — but nobody makes
as dramatic a change as these
two Texas Democrats… especially when you find out why they
switched parties.
Two Hispanic, Democratic, female judges in the Lone Star State
have changed their party registrations and plan to run for reelection
as Republicans this year—because
they say the Democratic Party destroyed their home counties with an
unsecured border.
Terrell County Judge Dale Carruthers and Presidio County Judge
Cinderela Guevara had been part of
the Democratic Party for decades,
but Joe Biden’s border policies
drove them to cross the boundaries
of another party.
“The chaos on the border and
everything that’s been going on
makes me realize that I need to
switch parties,” Carruthers said at
a recent campaign stop with the
state’s Republican governor, Greg
Abbott, who threw his support behind her. “I am very happy to be a
Republican.”
“I come from a Hispanic heritage, which was prominently
Democrat. The chaos at the border
and everything that’s been going
on makes me realize that I needed to switch parties,” Carruthers
continued.
Guevara seemed just as surprised to be leaving her home party
after three decades. “I’ve been a
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Democrat since 1992. I’ve always
ran as a Democrat and this is my
first year to run as a Republican,”
the judge told the media. “I’m very
grateful for Gov. Abbott for all he
has done for Texas and continues
to do for Texas, especially with our
border crisis.”
The word “crisis” doesn’t begin
to describe things. Both judges
come from counties that declared
illegal immigration represents a
full-blown national emergencies.
Several counties in Texas made
the declaration so far, believing
that would give Abbott new powers to fight the unending tide of
illegal immigrants flooding their
communities.
“Judge Dale Carruthers switched
parties due to Biden’s FAILED
open border policies. She’s now
running for re-election as a Repub-

(Continued from Page 16)
pending a July 27 hearing.
One would think, even in deep-blue states
like New York, that such attacks would be
taken with the seriousness they deserve. It
wasn’t long ago — in 2017 — when four
people were shot in Alexandria, Va., as
Republican congressmen practiced for the
annual congressional baseball game. Among
those shot was Minority Whip Steve Scalise
(R-La.), whose Capitol Police security detail
killed the attacker.
Examples of those who commit crimes
while awaiting trial, despite having no business being free, are far too numerous to list
here. Perhaps the most egregious example
occurred in December in Wisconsin, when
Darrell Brooks allegedly drove through
a Christmas parade and killed six people
(including an 8-year-old and three elderly
women from the group “The Milwaukee
Dancing Grannies”) and injured dozens of
others. Several weeks prior, Brooks was
accused of running over the mother of his
child and was arrested, only to be released
on a paltry $1,000 bail. Brooks has pleaded
not guilty to all 83 counts against him.
As with Zeldin’s accused attacker, Brooks
was allegedly attempting to murder or harm
another human being. Yet Brooks, who had
a rap sheet a mile long, was able to post his
own bail after the incident with his child’s

lican, joining a growing number
of Hispanics who have walked
away from the Democratic Party,”
tweeted Gov. Abbott in a video of
his appearance with Carruthers.
“Together, we’ll secure the future
of Texas.”
Take a look —
Under Joe Biden, border “encounters” have soared through the
roof.
America looks poised for a record-breaking 2.1 million border
“encounters” in the the upcoming
fiscal year, according to numbers
from the Biden administration’s
Customs and Border Patrol. That
would break the previous record of
1.7 million set in Biden’s first term.
Carruthers called the flow an invasion, and she said every language
on earth had been represented. That
raised the possibility of terrorist

penetration of the border.
Of course, it’s not just people
who cross the border. Drug dealers
from Mexico continue to pump
deadly fentanyl through the open
veins of the southern border. Just
last week, border agents announced
they seized 200 pounds of the
murderous synthetic opioid in the
San Diego sector. But Texas has
experienced similar trafficking —
of both drugs and people — but
Biden has ignored their pleas to
make it all stop.
Things got so bad that Abbott
began busing illegal immigrants
back to Washington, D.C., former
District Mayor Muriel Bowser to
call out the National Guard.
Those few thousand illegals are
nothing compared to what Texas
experiences.
“We are trying to protect the

In this image taken from video provided by WHeC-TV, David Jakubonis, left, is subdued as
he brandishes a sharp object during an attack U.s. Rep. lee zeldin, right, as the Republican
candidate for New York governor delivered a speech in Perinton, N.Y., Thursday, July 21,
2022. Jakubonis, 43, has been charged with attempted assault, arraigned and released, a
Monroe County sheriff’s spokesperson said.
mother. Forget about raising the amount repeatedly lunged at Zeldin.
There is hope in this case, now that
— no bail should have been offered, because why wouldn’t he be expected to do Zeldin’s alleged attacker has been charged
something like that again? And five days federally with attacking a member of Conafter committing that act, he did it again, gress. If convicted of that, he could face up
to 20 years in prison. Under New York law,
destroying many lives.
Zeldin’s attacker initially was charged not however, there is the real possibility that lowith attempted murder but with attempted cal prosecutors could plead the state charge
assault in the second degree. That’s because down to a non-violent felony since Zeldin
the congressman wasn’t injured, thanks to wasn’t injured — even though that was only
bystanders who tackled the attacker as he because people around him bravely stepped

sovereignty of Texas,” Carruthers
said. “I am a constitutional judge
and we are standing behind the
Constitution.”
These are two dramatic examples of a change alreadybrewing
among Hispanic voters. President
Donald Trump made an eight-point
gain with Hispanics in 2020, compared to 2016. Right now, only 19
percent of Latinos say they support
Joe Biden, who won 61 percent of
their votes.
“Hispanics rally to the America
First agenda. Our communities
embrace an agenda of cultural conservatism combined with populist
economic nationalism,” said former
Trump adviser Steve Cortes.
Districts in southern Texas are
flipping from blue to red. Even
some Democrats in the area, like
Rep. Henry Ceullar, D-Texas, had
to run as a pro-life border hawk in
order to survive.
What’s behind the change? What
made Cinderela wake up?
Maybe Hispanics don’t like
being called “Latinx” by the Left.
Maybe they want safe communities.
Maybe they just loved Trump’s
fiscal policies.
One thing is for certain: These
“wise Latinas” are blazing a trail
that could realign the political
parties, and American politics, for
decades to come.
*****
Frank Holmes is a veteran journalist and an outspoken conservative that talks about the news that
was in his weekly article, “On The
Holmes Front.”

in and risked their own safety to subdue the
attacker.
We don’t need to hear more stories like
what happened to Daniel Enriquez, who was
sitting on a New York subway train, going
home from his researcher’s job at Goldman
Sachs, when he was shot dead in May. The
accused killer, Andrew Abdullah, had a long
criminal record and was released without bail
after being arrested a month earlier. Among
the charges on which Abdullah was awaiting
trial at that time were assault and weapons
possession. Yet Brooklyn Criminal Court
Judge Leigh Cheng denied a prosecutor’s
request for bail.
Through May, according to the New York
City Police Department, approximately 950
criminal offenses were reported on New
York City’s transit system. According to
a recent Siena College poll, 76 percent of
New York City residents are somewhat or
very concerned they’ll be a victim of crime.
Perhaps that explains the exodus New York
is undergoing.
This can’t continue. But until New York
and other progressive states begin electing
leaders who will enforce the rule of law and
protect citizens over dangerous criminals,
we’ll continue to see these real-life horror
stories play out over and over again.
Joe Concha is a media and politics columnist.
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A funny thing happened on the way to the Great Reset
By Patrice Lewis
The Great Reset is well underway. The worldwide COVID
lockdowns (which may, ironically,
were implemented in response to
Trump’s popularity and success,
sparking the rise of Trump-like
leaders in other nations) gave the
ultimate impetus to get this paradigm-shifting systemic change into
motion, though of course its roots
stretch back decades. The pandemic, declared the World Economic
Forum, presented “a rare but narrow window to reflect, re-imagine,
and reset” the world’s fundamental
economic and social foundation.
Amazingly, the WEF already possessed a meticulously crafted plan
for the process. Imagine that.
This reset is a cooperative effort
by governments, health agencies,
financial institutes, the media, tech
companies and elements of the
public. According to a Hillsdale
College article, “The responses
[to the pandemic] and their effects
included worldwide lockdowns,
the collapse of businesses and
industries, the adoption of biometric surveillance technologies, an
emphasis on social media censorship to combat ‘misinformation,’
the flooding of social and legacy
media with ‘authoritative sources,’
widespread riots, and mass unemployment.”
The pandemic may have been
the stimulus, but climate change
(communism under a new name) is
the (current) excuse to clamp down.
As the global elites fly hundreds of
private jets to economic forums,
they devise ways to keep the rest of
us peasants under their heel — all
in the name of fighting this manufactured crisis. Essentially, they
are using “climate change” as the

reason to take over the world.
Sound conspiratorial? Sure it
does. The elites are guaranteeing
that any objections to their plans
sound conspiratorial. But make
no mistake, this soulless agenda is
being pushed forward at alarming
speed.
At a time when even the U.N
admits the planet is heading toward
food scarcity, governments worldwide are still trying to “out-green”
each other by rapidly implementing
policies that will have a catastrophic impact on food production and
availability. This is why fossil fuels
and synthetic fertilizers are abruptly
being banned; green energy is being
pushed long before the infrastructure is in place to sustain it; gas cars
are being phased out in favor of
electric vehicles, etc. Oil, gas, food
production, banking, technology
… the tentacles are ubiquitous and
far-reaching. Rights and freedoms
are being stripped away. No one,
literally no one, can escape their
clutches. The collateral damage (so
far) is massive.
But a funny thing happened on
the way to the Great Reset. People
are objecting.
For some unfathomable reason,
people from Central America to
China, from Africa to Europe,
from Canada to Australia, from the

Middle East to South America, are
erupting in furious protests at this
Brave New World they’re being
shoved into. I don’t know what the
elites expected — that the good
little sheeple would fall docilely in
line, I guess — but to say it’s not
going according to plan is a massive
understatement. Darn it, the world
just isn’t cooperating.
“[T]he people of the world aren’t having it,” observed Michelle
Edwards in Uncover DC. “As many
draconian pandemic measures linger and the climate change agenda
ushers in new ones, a remarkable
thing is happening — massive protests against the Great Reset and all
it encompasses are erupting across
the globe.
“The video footage coming out
of Sri Lanka right now has been
the recurring nightmare of every
ruler throughout history,” notes
Caitlin Johnstone. “[E]very ruler
throughout history has spent time
envisioning what would happen if
a crowd that size decided to storm
their base of operation. … If you’ve
ever wondered why so much energy
goes into keeping everyone propagandized in our society, this is why.
If you’ve ever wondered why our
rulers work so hard to keep us divided against each other, this is why.
If you’ve ever wondered why we’re

always being instructed to take our
grievances to the voting booth even
though we learn in election after
election that it never changes the
things that most desperately need
to change, this is why. Our entire
civilization is structured around
preventing scenes like the one
we’re seeing in Sri Lanka today.”
Now Joe Biden is on the verge
of bypassing Congress to declare a
national emergency to fight climate
change, with a terrifying list of potential powers as a result: Shutting
down electronic communications,
deploying troops inside the country,
suspending the writ of habeas corpus (jailing people without cause),
seizing bank accounts, seizing
private property (such as food
supplies) ... the list is enormous.
The left-wing journal The Atlantic
detailed this list in 2019, worried
these powers might be exercised
by Trump. Now that Biden is at the
reins, apparently the left is all for it.
As the Independent Sentinel
points out, “[Biden] has to pretend
something is an emergency to give
himself dictatorial powers.”
A couple of relevant quotes
come to mind. James Madison
said, “Crisis is the rallying cry of
the tyrant.” And H.L. Mencken
said, “The urge to save humanity
is almost always a false-face for
the urge to rule it.” See where this
is going?
The worldwide demonstrations
are a global shift toward nationalism, and that’s not necessarily a bad
thing. Unless they want to become
good little sheeple, people have no
choice but to rise up and protest.
As Johnstone put it, “This is why
our political and media institutions
act the way they act and why our
systems are set up in the way that

they are: to keep us from realizing
how easy it would be to shrug off
the old mechanisms of oppression
like a heavy coat on a warm day and
build something new that works for
all of us. Things will keep getting
worse until we find a way to cut
through the propaganda brain fog
and rise like lions.”
Here in America, we’ll see what
the future brings. The 2022 midterm
elections promises to be a bloodbath for the left, but they’ve stolen
elections before and are undoubtedly planning on stealing them again.
This time, however, Americans will
be watching.
Despite all the chaos and strident
refusal to obey, somehow I expect
the elites won’t give up their goals
without a battle — a literal battle.
After all, the more peasants they kill
off, the better. Whenever tyranny
stretches out its ugly claws, death
and destruction inevitably follow.
That’s what the elites want, and it’s
what they expect.
But before any battles commence, it’s always wise to soften
up your opponents. That’s why
the world’s progressives are purposefully destroying their own
economies. After all, those living
in grinding poverty are less likely
to make an impact. If your whole
focus is to obtain the bare necessities of life, you have no time or
energy left over to protest. All the
elites have to do is dig in their heels
and wait.
The evil of power-lust never
ceases to amaze me.
*****
Patrice Lewis is a WND editor
and weekly columnist, and the
author of “The Simplicity Primer:
365 Ideas for Making Life more
Livable.” Visit her blog at www.

pre-hospital and healthcare system, whether during a pandemic,
mass shooting, or multi-casualty
incident. Now is the time for all
hospitals to adopt proven protocols
for smoothing out elective surgeries. Recently, National Academies
recommended implementing surgical smoothing nationwide to improve the organ transplant system.
Addressing systemic issues in the
healthcare system with techniques
like surgical smoothing will improve safety for our patients and
nurses and ensure a more sustainable system for the long term. If not
now, when?
*****
Susan Dentzer, MS, is president and chief executive officer
of America’s Physician Groups;
former senior policy fellow at the
Robert J. Margolis Center for
Health Policy at Duke University,
former editor-in-chief of Health
Affairs, and the former on-air
health correspondent for the PBS
NewsHour. Renee Y. Hsia, MD,
MSc, is professor and associate
chair of Health Services Research
in the Department of Emergency
Medicine and the Philip R. Lee
Institute of Health Policy Studies
at the University of California San
Francisco, and an attending physician in the emergency department
at San Francisco General Hospital
and Trauma Center. Eugene Litvak,
Ph.D. is president and CEO of the
non-profit Institute for Healthcare
Optimization and an Adjunct Professor at the Harvard T.H. Chan
School of Public Health.

calls) asking to be put on the list of
folks I’m going to invite to a FREE
introductory session over lunch at
the Ahern Freedom Hotel in Las
Vegas in the next couple of weeks.
Once I know how many people
are interested, I’ll know how big of
a room to reserve.
Your only “cost” will be a couple
hours of time and the price of whatever meal you order (unless you
want to also pick up the cost of MY
lunch, which would be totally cool).
So even if this opportunity turns
out not to be for you, at least we’ll
all leave on a full stomach!
If this is something you might
even be remotely interested in,
shoot your name, email address
and best contact phone number to
chuck@campaigndoctor.com. And
I’ll let you know when we have the
date set.
Move over, Jonny Jihad. There’s
(grammatically incorrect contraction!) some new conservative
sheriffs comin’ to town!
Chuck Muth is president of
Citizen Outreach, publisher of
Nevada News & Views and blogs
at MuthsTruths.com.

One key step toward solving the nation’s deadly nursing shortage
By Susan Dentzer, Renee Hsia,
and Eugene Litvak
This past weekend, Zuckerberg
San Francisco General Hospital
was on diversion for 61 percent, 87
percent and 76 percent of Friday,
Saturday and Sunday, respectively.
Diversion is when hospitals
do not accept ambulance traffic
because there is insufficient capacity to see new patients. That
means last Saturday, the emergency
department doors were closed to
ambulances trying to find a place
to deliver their patients for more
than 20 hours of the 24-hour period.
This delays treatment not only for
the patient in the ambulance but all
patients who call 911 and need an
ambulance since this ambulance
is forced to try to find the next
closest hospital that is open and is
out of service until they drop off
that patient.
This is happening across California, and Los Angeles is no
exception. In January, during the
height of the fast-spreading omicron variant, 52 out of 62 hospitals
that Los Angeles City Fire dispatches to were on diversion due to lack
of beds and staffing. Similarly, in
January 2021, 22 of 25 emergency
departments in Orange County
were on diversion.
For the most part, hospital
crowding isn’t due to a lack of
physical beds, but inefficient use
of nursing resources. Increasing
numbers of hospital staff are quitting their jobs amid COVID-19
burnout. Better-off hospitals have
bid up wages and benefits to snag

travel nurses. As a result, diversion
is more common in hospitals serving poorer patient populations, but
the delays in the entire 911 system
affect all patients, not just the poor.
What can be done? These foreseeable consequences of the pandemic have occurred around the
country and have prompted policymakers to pursue quick fixes at
the national level. One proposed
stopgap measure gaining traction is
minimum patient-to-nurse staffing
ratios (PNRs). In Congress, Sen.
Sherrod Brown (D-Ohio) and Rep.
Jan Schakowsky (D-Ill.) reintroduced legislation to mandate minimum nurse staffing ratios for every
hospital unit in the country treating
Medicare and Medicaid patients.
However, as we know in California, despite over 16 years of such
policies, staffing shortages persist,
suggesting that a federal policy
would yield similar challenges.
Clearly, the problem of health
care workforce shortages must be
addressed. In the interim, other
steps must be taken to optimize

the use of the hospital nursing
workforce.
One approach is to evaluate hospital resource constraints using the
concept of “supply” and “demand.”
Patients — the “demand” side of the
equation — flow through hospitals,
interacting with the “supply” of
doctors, nurses, hospital beds and
other resources. Studies have documented immense yet predictable
fluctuations in this flow — mainly
attributable to variations in the volume of elective admissions (mostly
surgical), which are a hospital’s
financial lifeblood.
At typical U.S. hospitals, elective admissions are scheduled on
just a few days each week, often
clustered based on surgeons’ preferences. Afterward, recuperating
surgical patients typically have
first claim on available inpatient
staffed beds. Thus, on a day with
many scheduled surgeries, patients
might fill up all hospital beds,
meaning that there’s no room for
new emergency department admits — whereas later in the week,

beds are underutilized. On days
when hospitals are full of patients,
nurses are likely to be stressed —
even those at well-staffed hospitals
— but after the elective surgery
patients are gone, the workload
significantly decreases.
It is simply not affordable or feasible to staff at a level to handle the
patient demand in hospital wards,
which leads to emergency department overcrowding. At the same
time, it is wasteful to staff at high
levels when patient demand is low.
By contrast, if hospitals staff nurses
well below peak loads, emergency
departments become even more
overcrowded, overwhelmed staff
commit more medical errors and
preventable morbidity and mortality result.
The solution is managing the
peaks and valleys of patient flow
created by elective surgery schedules. This objective can be achieved
by “smoothing” surgeries so that
they are spread evenly across the
week, thereby significantly alleviating nursing stress and burnout.
Studies of such surgical smoothing
show that it can significantly reduce
nurse shortages while simultaneously improving nurse retention,
quality of care, and hospital margins while reducing mortality,
readmissions, medical errors, and
emergency department boarding.
This is all the more critical for
safety net hospitals. Ambulance
diversion, therefore, is a manifestation of the societal inequities in
healthcare.
We all depend on a functioning

(Continued from Page 18)
Mt. Everest pinnacle of political
writing on October 5, 2006 when a
column I wrote on Nevada’s political landscape got published in the
Wall Street Journal.
I got that one framed and hanging in my office!
So why am I telling you all this?
Oh, before I get to that, let me
mention one other thing: I only have
a high school diploma.
I went to one class one night
at my local community college,
walked out…and never looked
back. So don’t think you need
some fancy journalism degree from
Cornell University to become an
effective political commentator or
reporter.
Which brings me back to my
main point…
With Muth’s Truths, I’m one
conservative voice in Nevada’s political wilderness. But if I can show
and teach dozens — or hundreds
— of other conservatives what I’ve
learned over the years…well, that’ll
make a MUCH bigger difference.
And here’s the best part…
Thanks to Al Gore inventing

the Internet, ANYONE — even
you — can start their own political
blog/newsletter and never have to
worry whether or not some liberal
editor will publish it.
In addition, online newsblogs
— like my Nevada News & Views
— don’t operate under the same
length, cost and print restraints
of a traditional newspaper. Which
means there’s a lot more room for
a lot more voices…and Lord knows
we need more conservative ones.
And seriously, it can all start just
by learning how to be a “keyboard
warrior” writing effective replies on
social media platforms like Twitter
and Facebook. It’s the modern-day
version of how my letter-to-the-editor got me started decades ago.
So one of the projects I’ve
been working on since taking a
sabbatical from Muth’s Truths is
developing a program for Citizen
Outreach Foundation’s “Campaign
Management College” to recruit,
train and coach aspiring political
writers.
Here’s lesson #1: Forget everything you ever learned in Miss
Nancy’s grammar class and write

like you talk.
“Ain’t” IS a word. It’s OK to
start a sentence with “and” or “but.”
It’s OK (even preferable) to use
contractions. And you can even end
sentences with prepositions!
Look, your objective is to express, not impress — a lesson Nevada’s #2 liberal blogger (everyone
else is tied for #1), Jonny Jihad
Ralston, has never learned. In fact,
he does the exact opposite of what
I teach.
While I take fancy-schmancy
words and replace them with simple, easy-to-understand ones, he
takes simple, easy to understand
words and then checks his Thesaurus to come up with some obscure
one that most people have to look
up to figure out what the heck he
means.
While Jonny Jihad has an ego
as big as all outdoors — he’s a living legend in his own mind — he
actually suffers from some serious
self-esteem issues and is constantly
trying to “prove” how much smarter
and better he is than you.
Truth is, in politics you’re not
writing a term paper trying to

impress your college professor.
You’re writing to persuade average
people to your side of an issue or
campaign.
All of which is to say if you’re
a candidate, a party leader or just
a grassroots activist who has a
love and affinity for the printed
word, my “School of Killer Political Copywriting” will soon be in
session.
At an introductory lunch, which
I’ll tell you about in a second, I’m
going to show you exactly how I
“wrote” my first GOPress newsletters and “wrote” my first book…
without ever writing a single word
myself.
So if you don’t think you have
the writing skills to be a skillful
political “writer,” think again.
Heck, you might even end up
becoming a regular contributor to
Nevada News & Views…which is
exactly what I hope will happen.
I need more conservative voices.
Now, if this is something you
might be interested in, here’s what
to do…
WRITE me an email (you already know how much I hate phone

Muth
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Harvard study finds Jan. 6 protesters
were NOT attempting ‘insurrection’
By Art Moore
Harvard researchers said they were surprised to find out that most Jan. 6 protesters
were motivated by loyalty to President Trump
and were not attempting to carry out an insurrection, as mainstream media have uniformly
portrayed the event at the U.S. Capitol.
The study was based on court documents
from 417 of the more than 800 defendants
prosecuted for the riot, the Harvard Crimson
said in a report spotlighted by Just the News.
“The folks with QAnon T-shirts, and signs,
and flags were so prominently displayed in
much of the visual imagery that came out of
the Capitol attack,” said Kaylee Fagan, one
of the authors of the study.
“So we expected to see more QAnon-related concepts come through in the documents.”
About 20 percent of the rioters said they
were motivated by support for Trump and the
same percentage said it was about Trump’s
claims that the 2020 election was stolen.
Fewer than 8 percent said they wanted to start
a civil war or armed insurrection.
“I don’t think I expected the result to be
this stark,” said Fagan.
The study was released as a working paper
because it has not been peer-reviewed, the
Harvard paper said.
The court documents, the authors of the
study said, show “Trump and his allies convinced an unquantifiable number of Americans that representative democracy in the
United States was not only in decline, but in
imminent, existential danger.
“This belief translated into a widespread
fear of democratic and societal breakdown,

which, in turn, motivated hundreds of Americans to travel to D.C. from far corners of the
country in what they were convinced was the
nation’s most desperate hour.”
No evidence of conspiracy
The FBI said last year it did not find evidence of a conspiracy behind the events of
Jan. 6, 2021, at the U.S. Capitol, according
to insiders.
And in July, a Democratic senator admitted that after intensive investigation, the partisan House select committee had been unable
to prove that President Trump conspired to
“overturn the election” and maintain power

by creating a riot.
The Jan. 6 committee is claiming the
Proud Boys group was part of a grand conspiracy directed by Trump. However, the
New York Times reported last September
that a member of the Proud Boys who entered
the Capitol on Jan. 6 was an FBI informant.
And, significantly, the paper reported that the
informant — who texted his bureau handler
during the riot — insisted the Proud Boys
had no advanced plan to enter the Capitol
and disrupt the certification of the 2020
presidential election.
Trump’s interest, in fact, was in Congress

carrying out the constitutional process of
deciding whether or not to certify the vote.
After the riot, many of the lawmakers who
had pledged to object to certain state electors
based on alleged election fraud backed down.
Revolver News has reported evidence that
FBI informants and Antifa operatives turned
a peaceful Jan. 6 rally into a riot, spotlighting
the role of Arizona man Ray Epps. In a follow-up report in December, the news outlet
presented evidence, backed by videos and
images, that there were others who worked in
tandem with Epps to orchestrate the Capitol
break-in.
Epps was featured in a recent New York
Times story that lamented he is “a man whose
life has been ruined by a Jan. 6 conspiracy
theory.”
However, Epps is the one man who has
been captured on video urging people to
storm the Capitol on the day before the Jan.
6 riot and then directing the breach of the
guarded perimeter while Donald Trump was
still speaking one mile away.
*****
Art Moore, co-author of the best-selling
book “See Something, Say Nothing,” entered
the media world as a PR assistant for the
Seattle Mariners and a correspondent covering pro and college sports for Associated
Press Radio. He reported for a Chicago-area daily newspaper and was senior news
writer for Christianity Today magazine and
an editor for Worldwide Newsroom before
joining WND shortly after 9/11. He earned
a master’s degree in communications from
Wheaton College.

to participate in and endorse civil marriages
between same-sex couples.”
That came about when gay activists targeted small businesses such as bakers who
declined to bake custom wedding cakes and
web designers who didn’t want to make
websites and registries celebrating same-sex
couples — based on their sincerely held
religious beliefs.
At what seemed to exceed the speed of
light, we went from “live and let live” to a
clear demand that we must not only accept but
actively participate in and endorse whatever
new practice or self-identification we are
presented with no matter how bizarre.
Under New York’s Human Rights Law, for
example, the government tells us ”the best
practice is to refer to people with the term(s)
they use to self-identify.”
What’s more, the Obergefell decision
invented a constitutional right to same-sex

marriage out of thin air, when the U.S. Constitution allows states, not nine unelected
judges, to be the primary drivers of policy.
Republican senators who would rather
duck the marriage fight may take misplaced
comfort in polls that show an increased
acceptance of same-sex marriage. But those
polls, rather than showing a desperate need to
codify same-sex or novel forms of marriage at
the federal level, instead show no appreciable
threat to the same-sex marriage status quo.
So why the unseemly rush to pass a national
same-sex marriage law now?
Instead of addressing real problems, the
bill creates new ones. Through its sweeping
language and establishment of broad new
enforcement and litigation mechanisms, the
bill multiplies the threats against tens of millions of Americans who cannot in good faith
endorse anything other than man-woman
marriage.
Yet marriage deserves our full-throated
support, based on the simple facts alone.
As Ryan Anderson has written, “Marriage
is based on the truth that men and women
are complementary, the biological fact that
reproduction depends on a man and a woman,
and the reality that children need a mother
and a father. Redefining marriage does not
simply expand the existing understanding of
marriage; it rejects these truths.”
We’ve surrendered enough ground in
the culture wars. This new bill has little to
do with protecting rights; it’s an attack that
sets the stage to take rights away, principally
from people of faith, who honor the enduring
truth about marriage. Our efforts now must
be focused on rebuilding our indispensable
institutions — and there is none more vital
than marriage and the family.
*****
Kevin Roberts, Ph.D., is president of The
Heritage Foundation.

elites who live in their protected bubbles of
wealth and security, there will be no cavalry
riding over the horizon to rescue you. Your
government is irreparably broken and many
or most of your leaders are looking out for
themselves first, and their useless political
parties second.
“So, in case of a survival emergency, break
the glass and save yourself.”
While they no longer teach much American history in school — or, perhaps only a
pre-approved, woke version of the story of
our Founding Fathers and the beginning of
our nation — the fact is that “We, the People”
are still in charge.
As many from the political class sell
out to Big Tech, Big Corporations, and Big

Special Interests, the working class and poor
should remember that these entrenched elite
politicians actually are supposed to answer
to the people.
As the elites chase power, money, tenure,
pensions and favors, remember that it is
not too late to change the dynamic back in
your favor. How? First, by actually starting
to talk about the elite-created problems that
are crushing your hopes, dreams and your
children’s future well-being.
Begin conversations about these emergencies with your neighbors, work colleagues,
at church, at the supermarket, at the bowling
alley, anywhere and everywhere.
Don’t like your school board or town
council, the local mayor or your state representative? Then either run for office or find
someone who thinks like you who will.
Again, if you are part of the middle class,
the working class or the poor, no one is
coming to save you. But you have the power
and ability to save yourself. Use it before it
is too late. As Mahatma Gandhi said, “If we
could change ourselves, the tendencies in the
world would also change.” Or, as we’ve long
attributed the quote to him, “Be the change
you wish to see in the world.”
*****
Douglas MacKinnon, a political and communications consultant, was a writer in the
White House for Presidents Ronald Reagan
and George H.W. Bush, and former special
assistant for policy and communications at
the Pentagon during the last three years of
the Bush administration.

The institution of marriage cannot be erased

By Kevin Roberts
Conservatives have ceded far too much
ground to the forces of the sexual revolution.
Yet on marriage, society’s most foundational
institution, some Republicans are ready to
give away more. Though history, scripture,
the common law and scientific data tell us
that traditional marriage is best for children
and society as a whole, a bill pushed by
congressional Democrats could soon have
enough GOP support in the Senate to pass.
Let’s be clear: Many on the left seem
determined to destroy every institution upon
which America is built — and their sights are
aimed squarely at the family. While radical
groups such as Black Lives Matter pledge to
“disrupt“ the nuclear family, even mainstream
journalists such as New York Times columnist
David Brooks say “the nuclear family was a
mistake.” Motherhood has been reduced to a
single androgynous event (“birthing people“);
one father was even arrested for protesting the
sexual assault of his daughter.
And that’s what’s behind the ironically
named “Respect for Marriage Act.” Its text
contains so many infringements and encroachments on religious freedoms and on
conscience that Republicans should unite
solidly against it.
For example, during oral arguments in
the Supreme Court’s Obergefell v. Hodges
decision (which discovered a constitutional
right to same-sex marriage), then-U.S. Solicitor General Donald Verrilli conceded that
if the court created a constitutional right to
same-sex marriage, then “the tax exemptions
of some religious institutions would be in
question.”
The bill would also require federal recognition of any one state’s definition of marriage
without any parameters whatsoever. This
would include plural marriages, temporary
marriages, open marriages, marriages involv-

ing a minor or relative, platonic marriages,
arranged marriages or any other novel marriage definition that a state legislature or state
supreme court chooses to adopt.
And it would effectively deputize activist groups to sue religious individuals
and organizations that operate according to
their sincerely held religious beliefs when
licensed by the government, or partnering
with government in grant programs or service
contracts.
The prophetic Justice Clarence Thomas
predicted this in his dissent to Obergefell: “In
our society, marriage is not simply a governmental institution; it is a religious institution
as well,” he wrote.
“Today’s decision might change the
former, but it cannot change the latter. It
appears all but inevitable that the two will
come into conflict, particularly as individuals
and churches are confronted with demands

In case of political emergency, break glass and save yourself
By Douglas MacKinnon
I recently attended a lecture and afterward,
was able to sit down with the speaker to talk
for about an hour. During his presentation to
an assuredly bipartisan audience who were
not in attendance to hear about politics, the
speaker still managed to sneak in a shot
against Donald Trump.
Later, as we talked over coffee, he went
out of his way to state that he “hated Trump
with a passion,” as well as most Republicans.
When he expressed his hatred for the former
president, his face literally contorted into one
you’d associate with rage.
This, from an otherwise gentle, well educated, former high-level civil servant in the
U.S. government, now in his twilight years.
I was honestly taken aback by the
deep-seated anger within him.
Now, to be sure, there are a massive
number of older Republicans and conservatives running around the country who have
or continue to profess their hatred for Bill
Clinton, Hillary Clinton, Barack Obama,
Nancy Pelosi, and Joe Biden.
My question to them would be the same
as the one I posed to the Trump-hating guest
speaker: “How does all of that hate, anger
and negative energy translate into making the
United States of America a better country for
the vast majority of her people?”
The liberal guest lecturer with whom
I sat down — just like most of the angry
conservatives I encounter — was either part
of the wealthiest few percent in our nation,
the entrenched elite of the political class, or

both. That demographic makes up most of
the mainstream media, academia and entertainment industry.
Collectively, tens of thousands of welloff, entitled, pampered elites are hating on
each other while the problems they create
or never solve pummel over 90 percent of
the American people — most especially
the middle class, the working class and the
outright poor.
To those Americans and voters who do
represent “ordinary” American people, I
have a message that I was repeating on a loop
while on a recent book tour: “No one is coming to save you. Republican, Democrat or
independent, if you are struggling to survive
in a nation made continually worse by the
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Biden and Trump’s strange co-dependent political lives

By Keith Naughton
President Biden and Donald Trump have
something in common: collapsing polling
numbers. Increasingly, voters seem to want
both of them to ride off into the political
sunset. Ironically, their dual falling popularity means they need each other: If one drops
out of the 2024 presidential sweepstakes, the
other will fall.
The American political landscape is
stranger than it has ever been. Solid majorities disapprove of everyone; Biden, Trump,
Vice President Kamala Harris, former VP
Mike Pence and Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) are all in negative territory. Yet, the
American people overall agree on one thing:
Biden and Trump should go away.
In the July Yahoo News poll, clear majorities do not want Biden (64 percent) nor
Trump (59 percent) to run again. Independents reject both at 71 percent (Biden) and
58 percent (Trump). This is not an isolated
result, as Morning Consult also found 64
percent against a Biden run and 61 percent
against a Trump run.
While their co-partisans are more supportive, the percentage of Democrats who
back a Biden run and Republicans for Trump
are far below their partisan approval rating.
Importantly, neither is facing announced opposition. For the American public, it’s Biden
and Trump vs. Nobody — and Nobody is
way out in front.
Biden and Trump do have two main advantages: incumbency and each other.
For Biden, occupying the Oval Office
freezes the Democratic field. Challenging a
sitting president is rarely done and most often
not effectively. Over the past 100 years, only
twice has a sitting Democratic president faced
an intraparty challenge, in 1968 and 1980.
Only the 1968 challenge was successful. And
even then, the president at that time, Lyndon
Johnson, controlled enough of the nomination process that he could have secured the
nomination.
Johnson quit in 1968 because he believed
he could not win a general election fight. In
1980, the challenge by then-Sen. Ted Kennedy (D-Mass.) to the incumbent president,
Jimmy Carter, certainly weakened the latter.
How much that had to do with Carter’s
landslide loss to Ronald Reagan is debatable.
But those challenges point to the issue facing
Biden: Should he fight for a nomination just
to lose in the general?

Peek

And that leads to Trump.
Even with falling approval ratings and a
nation that does not want him to run, Biden
still polls favorably against Trump. Pick
your poll from the FiveThirtyEight list, and
Biden leads some, Trump leads some — but
they are all generally close. And this, with
Biden’s approval average at just 38 percent.
In addition, the “right track/wrong track”
numbers on the direction of the country are
remarkably awful, running an over 50-point
tilt to “wrong track.”
What’s propping Biden up is Trump.
Trump’s approval is nearly as dismal as
Biden’s, at an average of 41 percent favorable and 55 percent unfavorable. But
Trump’s approval ratings are more trouble
than Biden’s, in that Trump’s unpopularity
is very much locked in; except for a brief
inauguration bump, Trump has never been
overwhelmingly popular. Biden, however,
had a net positive approval rating up until
late August 2021. It is conceivable that an
improvement in economic prospects could
push Biden ahead of Trump in favorability.
It is the mutual unpopularity of Biden
and Trump that keeps each competitive in a
putative 2024 matchup. Biden can claim to
Democrats that he is the candidate who beat
Trump, making him a safer choice. Trump
still claims he really was the winner in 2020,
and 73 percent of Republicans agree in the
most recent YouGov benchmark. Each also
does marginally better against possible alternate candidates. In sum, Biden and Trump
have a plausible argument to Democratic
and Republican base voters that each is the
safer bet in 2024.

Biden and Trump perform a bit better
against alternate opponents than against each
other. For example, Redfield & Wilton Strategies has Trump beating Biden by 2 points
and Kamala Harris by 4 points. Alternately,
YouGov has Biden over Trump by 3 points
and Gavin Newsom over Trump by 2 points.
But the reality is that those numbers are
a bit deceptive. Biden and Trump are at 100
percent name recognition; the rest of the potential field is well below that number. The
voting public tends to hold back a bit on candidates they don’t know. That lesser-known
candidates are so close to the two presidents
is an indication of the latter’s weakness.
Waiting in the wings
All the energy is with the new rivals.
Trump is far more determined to run, but he
is in the weakest position, while DeSantis has
all the momentum. Consider recent polling
in Florida: In the state where Trump has no
name-ID advantage over DeSantis, Trump
is lagging by 22 points in the latest GOP
primary poll — a 50-point reversal in the
past 10 months. DeSantis has been gaining
on Trump nonstop.
In addition, Trump is facing gathering
legal troubles from the Jan. 6 hearings and
investigations in Georgia. Trump’s flirtation
with an early announcement is incensing
Republican candidates and cannot be helping
with voters.
If it looks like DeSantis will de-throne
Trump, that leaves Biden in a bind. Biden is
the non-candidate who ran a non-campaign
predicated on letting Trump lose. With
Democrats open to ditching Biden now, just
imagine their attitude at the prospect of their

slow, 81-year-old, gaffe-prone candidate
facing an energetic 46-year-old DeSantis.
Biden won’t be able to run a non-campaign
against DeSantis.
On the Democratic side, unless the party
commits seppuku by nominating Sen. Bernie
Sanders (I-Vt.), dropping Biden is likely an
improvement. While their potential field is
far from stellar, they are likely to have an
energetic contest as heir-apparent Harris is
looking more nowhere-apparent. The slate of
Democrats won’t have all the Biden baggage,
and Harris’s non-profile might even let her
escape some of the Biden administration’s
unpopularity.
Without Biden to kick around, what is
Trump left with? He has no new program,
no new issues. It’s all election complaints
and self-pity. Trump will have to aim his fire
at perhaps a dozen candidates, all the while
trying to fend off a surging DeSantis. No
Biden leaves Trump with nothing.
Who drops first
Each party has a different dilemma.
Trump has been planning to run for more
than a year; stopping him from entering the
race is a fool’s errand. However, Republicans
do have a clear option in DeSantis. In fact, I
would put DeSantis as the favorite in a oneon-one primary battle. So, Republicans are
going to be stuck with the albatross Trump
for at least a while. But they have a clear
and good option if they can push Trump off
the cliff.
For Democrats, Biden is likely easier to
cast out on an ice floe. His age is a serious
problem, and he is increasingly losing the
chattering classes. He will likely wheeze
along for some time, since announcing he
is not running would instantly make him an
ultra-lame duck. Unlike with the GOP, there
is no clear next batter at this point. Party
insiders, intellectuals and their handmaidens in the media may want Biden to delay a
withdrawal in order to size up the field and
try to get some consensus.
For the next year, Biden and Trump likely
will still be on stage with the boos and catcalls
getting louder every day. But whichever one
finally falls, the other will soon follow.
Keith Naughton, Ph.D., is co-founder
of Silent Majority Strategies, a public and
regulatory affairs consulting firm. Naughton
is a former Pennsylvania political campaign consultant. Follow him on Twitter @
KNaughton711.
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ing “one of the country’s most pioneering experiments in criminal justice reform.” Specifically, Boudin “eliminated cash bail, vowed
to hold police accountable and worked to
reduce the number of people sent to prison.”
That was a flop, as any reasonable person
might have expected. San Francisco has descended into a city rife with crime, as well
as, per the Times: “squalid street conditions,
including the illicit drug sales, homeless
encampments and untreated mental illness.”
The San Francisco revolt inspired a similar
effort, currently underway, to bounce Los
Angeles District Attorney George Gascon.
In New York City, were voters able to
recall local DA Alvin Bragg, another progressive who favors putting violent criminals
back out on the street, they would likely jump
at the chance.
This is a danger to every segment of our
society. Wanton unchecked violence is concentrated in Democrat-run cities, to be sure.
But the disregard for the rule of law extends
to our suburbs as well, not to mention to the
surge of illegal immigrants pouring across
our border.
President Biden has repeatedly said he
would not raise taxes on people earning less
than $400,000. But the spike in crime ends
up costing everyone.
When a drug store like Duane Reade has
to put nearly all its wares under lock and key,
or watch it carried off by career shoplifters,

what is their response? They raise prices, of
course, and we all pay.
This is not a minor issue. Retailers across
the country say they are experiencing unprecedented thievery, which mostly goes
unpunished. The cost of lost goods factors
into higher prices.
Soros’s defense of his soft-on-crime
stance is remarkably devoid of conviction, or
even passion. He claims, “The most rigorous
academic study, analyzing data across 35
jurisdictions, shows no connection between

the election of reform-minded prosecutors
and local crime rates.”
Sure, tell that to the frustrated cops whose
hands are tied and whose arrest of violent
criminals is rendered pointless by judges or
DAs unable or unwilling to hold lawbreakers
in jail.
Tell that to the brothers and mothers,
husbands and wives of victims pushed onto
subway tracks or shot in broad daylight by
thugs confident of their “get out of jail card.”
This is wrong. As Trump said, “every

citizen of every background should be able
to walk anywhere in this nation at any hour
of the day without even a thought of being
victimized by violent crime.”
Crime is not a racial issue. Soros says the
fact that “black people in the U.S. are five
times as likely to be sent to jail as white people” is proof of “an injustice that undermines
our democracy.” More likely, it is proof that
the $22-plus trillion spent on anti-poverty
programs over the past 50 years, much of that
directed to the Black community, has gone
to the wrong causes, and the wrong people.
The answer is not allowing more crime
which, as many have shown, mainly targets
minority neighborhoods. Polling shows that
Black Americans are more welcoming of increased policing than white Americans. That
figures; it is their kids hit by stray bullets,
their sons conscripted into bloody gangs,
their schools and neighborhoods that become
battle zones.
Soros sounds like an old man mulishly
sticking to his youthful liberal idealism no
matter the damage done to real people. No
matter that his approach does not work.
Trump said: “We must never allow ourselves to grow numb to the violence that is
tearing apart the fabric of our nation.” He
is correct.
*****
Liz Peek is a former partner of major
bracket Wall Street firm Wertheim & Company. Follow her on Twitter @lizpeek.

(Continued from Page 17)
end of one of the phone numbers I had for this
company, and since I became very ill during
December of 2021, feeling like I was on my
deathbed for sure (I was caught up in that
COVID thing), the paper I had written all that
information on got lost in the shuffle of stuff.
The good news for me was that just recently (July 18) my daughter found that paper
in her pile of stuff and gave it to me, saying
I should call them now and tell them what
happened and they would probably send it to
me out of their good customer service-caring
hearts.
I called and spoke with Natasha, who
— while being as gracious-sounding as she
could be under the circumstances — obviously did not have the authority to make
executive decisions and said she would have
to bring this matter up to a supervisor and
he would get back to me within three days.
Three days came and went, and I didn’t
hear from that supervisor until just today
(July 27). Again, normally I understand
delays even in making telephone calls, so
I wasn’t agitated or anything when I heard
from him much later than expected. So, opening this call with a comment from me, I said,
“I hope it’s good news,” and instead of saying
anything that even resembled, “I’m sorry to
have to tell you that we are very sorry you
did not receive your order, which we mailed

out to you on the 16th (of August, 2021),
but our customer policy is that we can’t be
responsible for packages that customers state
were never received.” (Note the emphasis on
his stating that he is very sorry about my not
receiving my order.)
Now even though my totally made-up
suggested comment from him would not have
been the best thing he could have said, at least
there would have been a hint of an apology
for this mishap. The BEST thing he could
have said, mostly to keep the good reputation
of a probably good company intact and not
cause any ill will in a first-time customer
— and for the little itty bitty company-cost
of only $29.94, including postage — would
have been, “We are so sorry and will get your
order right out to you. And to make sure this
doesn’t happen again, we will send you an
email stating that it is on its way and ask you
to let us know when it is received. Again, our
apologies.”
Now that response makes it clear what a
good customer service supervisor ought to
have said. And as a knowledgeable customer,
I made sure they had my email address too, in
case they needed to send me an email about
what was going on (if a problem) or as a
formality for a caring company, which would
be the same as asking if I got the product and
was happy with it.
So the scenario should have been: #1, first

apologize or state that you’re sorry for what
happened; #2, state what you can or will do to
fix the problem or situation; #3, state how you
will insure that it doesn’t happen again; and
#4, actually make it into a learning/teaching
incident that will become part of your company’s new policy — that of sending emails
out that what you ordered is on the way with
a request to respond to that email when the
package has been delivered.
That would save time that would have to
be spent on phone calls (to and from customers) and even more, eliminate all the bad
feelings and ill will that usually get stirred
up in both the customer (who feels he/she is
being treated poorly) and the “supervisor,”
who feels the customer should just hear the
message and go away. I guess the days of
really caring about customers and avoiding
company-customer ill will are fast fading
away.
You probably know the poem about the
horse that needed a nail (one little bitty nail
that cost way less than a penny) and because
the horse didn’t get it, a kingdom was eventually lost. (If you’ve never heard it, look it
up and consider everything that can go wrong
when you refuse to fix a little customer problem that can easily be fixed.) Any company
policy can always be changed and someone
(preferably supervisors) should always have
the authority to make those executive deci-

sions about individual cases to avoid “losing
the kingdom.” And besides, what good is
having supervisors who can’t handle those
cases because they don’t have the authority?
So this is not about the product I ordered
— because I never received it — and it is
not even necessarily about the company —
although it IS about their policies or lack
thereof and about the supervisors who work
there and never thought it necessary to satisfy
the customer who had a fix-worthy problem
that they could handle without losing the
good will of the customer.
The company was Tag-Away, under the
parent umbrella of TopDogDirect.com, and
they make it really hard to speak to a live
person when you call. Perhaps one of those
buttons we are told to push could be for a
live person if we feel the need to explain a
situation. And even more than that, hopefully it will be for a TRAINED representative
who knows how to handle customer service
problems.
We, in CustomerLand, would appreciate
normal, ordinary, and caring customer service
when we call a customer service number.
*****
Maramis Choufani is the Managing Editor of the Las Vegas Tribune. She writes a
weekly column in this newspaper. To contact
Maramis, email her at maramistribune@
gmail.com.

Maramis
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Streaming virtual interview with lead vocalist/
songwriter Johnny Ryan, and singer/bassist/songwriter
Jeff Bostic, co-founders of “Johnny & the Mongrels”

By Sandy Zimmerman
Las VegasTribune
This was the celebration for “Johnny &
the Mongrels’” release of their first album
“Creole Skies.”
Ryan explained, “Music Man” has two
roles — celebrating our story of New Orleans and we added the lyrics bringing the two
together experiencing the songs, that’s how
we paid tribute.”
Although Ryan only lived in Louisiana
three years, the state’s influence lasted
inspiring him to write two songs. Johnny
felt, ““Louisiana Girl” accents the cultural
differences in the state.
“Louisiana Girl” was inspired by the
countless moments I was immersed in the
culture, atmosphere and energy that is Louisiana. The people are always living in the
now, wanting nothing more than to make the
best of every moment and make sure you’re
always invited to come along for the ride.
Specifically, it’s a tribute to the ladies
of Louisiana and that spirit they eternally
display. Their main goal is to make sure you
are doing well. Louisiana is different, there
is a definite flavor to it.
Ryan described the ladies of Louisiana,
“Each will make your heart beat out’ta’ your
chest.” And if that doesn’t send “swamp
water running through your veins,” the music will: Gritty yet sensuous, it rocks on a
foundation of scratchy guitar, solid backbeat,
funky bass and wailing tenor
SZ: “You must have met a lot of ladies,
of course it was for your “Louisiana Girl”
song! You packed so much into both songs-

(Left to right) Johnny Ryan and Jeff Bostic of “Johnny Ryan & the Mongrels”

(Left to right) Jeff Bostic and Johnny Ryan of “Johnny Ryan & the Mongrels”

“Louisiana Girl” and “Music Man.”
Ryan answered, “A lot of hard soul,
blood, sweat and tears went into making this
album and we are excited about sharing with
everybody.”
SZ: “The entire “Louisiana Girl” was
amazing with the “feeling” of a big budget
production as they used unique editing techniques, picture-in-picture, special effects,
mirrors, overlaying and alternating shots of
the band, while the sensual Louisiana women
danced, all enhancing the beauty and effects
of the song.”
This is the real Louisiana and New Orleans everyone should enjoy; take the time
to experience the warmth and joy of the area.
The mood changes with “Johnny & the
Mongrels’” second song- “Music Man.” It’s
a musical tour of New Orleans with quick-action views of Bourbon Street as well as the
other famous streets also enhanced with
powerful production techniques.
There were a number of three-different-views-in-one scene, one slow-mo, one
with quick-action speeded-up views and
each scene featured a member of the band
performing.
“Music Man” must have 25 or more
scenes, so fast I couldn’t count them, but
welcomed all of these views because I visited
New Orleans to produce a travel special and
agree, it is truly a very different stand-out
state!
*****
Award-winning Sandy Zimmerman produced television programs, documentaries,
and travel specials: Beijing, Yangtze River
Cruise, “A Kazakh Family in a Yurt-Marco
Polo’s Silk Road”-China; “Castles, Wine and
Trattorias,” Italy, an authentic real Cattle
Drive similar to the early westerns in Reno,
Nevada; and more. Sandy Zimmerman’s Las
Vegas TV Television, Discover the Ultimate
Vacation travel specials, Syndicated Journalist- Show & Dining Reviewer, Travel/
Luxury. To reach Sandy go to: 702-515-0846,
sandyzimm2003@yahoo.com, Facebook@
szlvtv, http://www.facebook.com/szlvtv.
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Interview with former Hell’s
Angel’s leader, George Christie
By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos furnished by George Christie
and photo at Sandy’s meeting
by Sandy Zimmerman
Christie Known and feared as the leader
of Hells Angels, George Christie rode for
35 years during his life of crime, first in Los
Angeles then Ventura, California. During
our interview George reminisced, “One
time around 25-30 of us stopped at a town
near Devil’s Tower, and the local sheriff was
referred to me. He said, “Could you do me
a favor?” George thought, “What does he
want?” Sheriff: “I am running for office in a
tight race and would like to say that I ran the
Hells Angels out of town.” George agreed and
felt after they leave it wouldn’t matter and
don’t know if that helped the sheriff.
George’s feelings about his participation
in the Hells Angels, “I learned valuable
lessons, paid my dues and came out in one
piece.” According to George Christie’s website, “The Hells Angels is the single most notorious motorcycle club in history. The man
that law enforcement is pursuing no longer
exists. Like the Western outlaws of old he
walked into a new century and vanished. He
is gone, and I ask you to let him rest in peace.”
George: “It’s true, for forty years I rode
with the Hells Angels. Thirty-five of those as
one of its leaders and spokesmen. Although I
am no longer a member or participant in that
lifestyle, it is hard to separate my past from
the present for many people, as well as the
man from the myth, and that includes myself
at times. “Over time I have tried to become
smarter, wiser and more tempered.
I’ve not always taken the correct turns in
life but when I have realized I was off course
I have always tried my best to once again
find true north. “Several years ago I made a

This is the way George Christie looked when
he was the leader of the Hell’s Angles.

decision to not just relinquish office, but to
end my tenure as a club member: A difficult
personal decision I knew would arouse suspicion in many.
Through providence, I found myself on
a road down which I was no longer willing
to take my wife and young son. “Although
I did not personally direct anyone, I accept
that if I am truly guilty of anything it is a
lack of leadership. So I stand here before you
ready to accept the punishment for the crimes
I’ve plead guilty to and once again find true
north.” The outlaw bike movement was born
on the heels of World War II by the returning
veterans in Southern California. What started
out as an esoteric sub culture has grown into
a worldwide phenomenon.
*****
Award-winning syndicated columnist/talk

At the Hell’s Angel’s Clubhouse.
show host Sandy Zimmerman is a Show and
Dining reviewer as well as travel, health,
and luxury living. If you have and questions,

would like information, or to recommend
subjects, please call (702)-515-0846 or email
sandyzimm2003@yahoo

Interviewed George Christie at the theater before his show.

One of the Hell’s Angel’s members.
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The second annual Project Backpack for
Richard Harris Law Firm to be held August 6
Project Backpack aims to change lives one backpack at a time by providing
school supplies to children and families in need throughout the Las Vegas Valley
attending the selected CCSD schools for 2022
to still receive a backpack full of school supplies prior to the start of their school year. The
event will be held at the Richard Harris Law
Firm parking lot, 830 S. 4th St., Las Vegas,
NV, 89101, on Saturday, August 6, from 9:00
a.m. to 12:00 noon, while supplies last.
For full Project Backpack details, visit
Projectbackpacknv.com.
*****

Richard Harris Law Firm is proud to announce the second year of Project Backpack,
a mission that will get more than 12,000
backpacks full of supplies in the hands of
some of the most at-need students in the Clark
County School District (CCSD). The Project
Backpack initiative will have a strong launch
at the start of this fall’s school year.
“The children of Las Vegas deserve
better,’’ said Richard Harris, Founder of the
Richard Harris Law Firm. “Thanks to the
help of my incredible team, I am excited to
continue our Project Backpack initiative. My
goal is for every child in need to receive a
backpack, and we look forward to the lasting
impact this initiative will have on the kids and
families of our communities.”
“We need to do more for the kids in our
community,” said Josh Harris, Managing
Partner of the Richard Harris Law Firm.
“Every kid deserves to have the supplies they
need at the start of the school year to succeed
in their education. Our firm is going to keep
giving until every kid in Las Vegas who needs
a backpack gets one.”
For the second year of Project Backpack,
the Richard Harris Law Firm will supply
backpacks and school supplies to students
at twenty-six CCSD schools during their first
week of school.
—William G. Bennett Elementary School
—Paul E. Culley Elementary School
—Laura Dearing Elementary School
—Harvey N. Dondero Elementary School
—William E. Ferron Elementary School
—Wing and Lilly Fong Elementary
School
—Harley A. Harmon Elementary School
—Edna F. Hinman Elementary School
—Innovations International Charter
School of Nevada
—John F. Mendoza Elementary School
—Miley Achievement Center
—John F. Miller School
—Paradise Elementary School
—Hal Smith Elementary School
—Helen Anderson Toland International
Academy
—J.M. Ullom Elementary School
—Variety School
—West Preparatory Academy
—Whitney Elementary School
—Elizabeth Wilhelm Elementary
—Tom Williams Elementary School
—Rainbow Dreams Academy
—Cure 4 The Kids
—Harry Reid Elementary School
—100 Academy of Excellence
—Martin Luther King Jr. Elementary
School
In addition, the firm will also hold an open
pick-up event at their office. The in-person
backpack pick-up event allows students not

Fact-finding review for death of
Trent Leach scheduled for Aug. 4
The Police Fatality Public Fact-Finding
Review to look into the circumstances surrounding the death of Trent Leach will be
held 9 a.m. Thursday, Aug. 4, in Commission
Chambers at the Clark County Government
Center, 500 S. Grand Central Parkway in
downtown Las Vegas.
The review of Leach’s death will be presided over by Hearing Officer Mandy McKellar. Rich Tanasi will serve as the ombudsman,
and Chief Deputy District Attorney Chris
Hamner will represent the District Attorney’s
Office. Leach died during a confrontation
with law enforcement in September 2021.
A fact-finding review is held when a police-involved death occurs and the District
Attorney’s Office preliminarily determines
that no criminal prosecution of the officer or
officers involved is appropriate. Presiding
officers and ombudsmen are selected by the
county manager from lists approved by the
County Commission. The ombudsman represents the public and the deceased’s family
during the review.
During a review, representatives from the
District Attorney’s Office present witnesses
and make a presentation of the essential facts
surrounding the police-involved death. After
the prosecutors finish their presentation, the
presiding officer and ombudsman may also
ask questions. The procedure for questioning
witnesses is informal and intended to provide
the public with relevant information about
the use of force. Members of the public
observing the review may submit proposed
written questions to the presiding officer on
forms available at the review. The presiding
officer may ask the proposed questions, revise them or decline to ask them if he deems
them “redundant, irrelevant or an abuse of
the review process,” according to County
ordinance. At the end of the review, no formal
determination about the manner or cause of
death is rendered.
CCTV will carry the entirety of the proceeding. Clark County Television is available
in the Las Vegas area on Channel 4/1004 on
Cox cable and on CenturyLink on Channels
4 and 1004 as well as in Laughlin on Channel
14 via Suddenlink. Live streaming of CCTV
programming is available at https://www.
youtube.com/user/ClarkCountyNV/live.
CCTV is also available in Boulder City on
Channel 4 and in Moapa Valley on Digital
Channel 50.3. One may watch CCTV on
streaming devices such as Roku, Apple TV
and Amazon Fire TV via the YouTube app.
*****

Dance program to mark
20th anniversary
Classes begin Aug. 29 at
Winchester Dondero Cultural Center
The Winchester Dondero Cultural Center
will begin its 20th year of dance education
in August with ballet, hip hop, jazz and
contemporary classes. The six-week classes
will start the week of Aug. 29 at the center,
located at 3130 McLeod Drive, just north of
Desert Inn Road, and range from $18 to $37
for each session. Even during the current
economy, dance classes — as well as all the
classes offered at Winchester Dondero Cultural Center — are an affordable way to keep
children moving while learning discipline,
motor skills, dedication, leadership and an
appreciation for the art form.
The anniversary marks a long-anticipated milestone. In 2002, the Winchester Star
Catchers Dance Program was created out of
a single hip hop class with five students who
were anxious to perform. The program represented the center at performances around
the Las Vegas Valley and Disneyland in 2007,
2011 and 2015 and offered multiple levels of
dance in various genres for over 100 students.
Although the avenue is dance, the goal has
always been to help children ages three and
up become good human beings. The program
is welcome to all but is geared to those who
can’t afford classes at a traditional dance
studio and want to expand their education
beyond the introductory level. All classes
take place in the center’s state-of-the-art
dance studio.
Twenty years doesn’t come without its
challenges — the 2008 recession, a fire in
December 2019 that closed the dance studio
for two years, and the pandemic. The dance
program is back to where it began with small
classes, happily welcoming families as they
send their children back to dance. Many former students are now bringing their children
to class, creating a second generation of Star
Catchers.
Dance classes at Winchester Dondero
include:
Ballet (ages 3 to 5), 9:15 to 10 a.m. Saturdays ($18)
Ballet (ages 6 to 9), 4:30 to 5:30 p.m.
Thursdays ($30)
Ballet (ages 9 to 12), 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Thursdays ($30)
Ballet (ages 12 and up), 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Thursdays ($30)
Contemporary (ages 11 and up), 10:15
to 11:15 a.m. Saturdays ($26)
Hip Hop (ages 6 and up), 5:30 to 6:30
p.m. Wednesdays/Fridays ($37)
Jazz (ages 11 and up), 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.,
Wednesdays/Fridays ($37)
In addition to dance, the center is working
to bring families back to participate in senior
events, art installations, poetry readings, cultural and musical performances and classes
such as Folklorico, baton twirling, guitar,
yoga and Tai Chi. For a complete list of
classes and events at the center, visit http://
tinyurl.com/2hf344nk.
This project is funded, in part, by a grant
from the Nevada Arts Council, a division
of the Department of Cultural Affairs, and
the National Endowment for the Arts, a
federal agency. Those interested can call
the Winchester Dondero Cultural Center at
(702) 455-7340 or visit the website at www.
ClarkCountyNV.gov/parks. Clark County
Parks and Recreation also can be found on
social networking sites such as Twitter and
Facebook.
*****

Nevada local area
labor market overview
The state seasonally adjusted unemployment rate for June decreased by 0.2
percentage points to 4.7 over the month. The
rate is 2.5 percentage points down from 7.2

percent in June 2021. The state non-seasonally adjusted rate rose to 5.1 percent from 4.7
percent in May. Looking at non-seasonally
adjusted data at the county level, we see that
all counties had increases in unemployment
rate. However, it is important to reiterate
that this data is unadjusted for seasonality.
Lincoln County rate saw the highest over
the month increase, from 3 percent to 3.9
percent. Pershing county rate increase from
3.1 percent to 3.8 percent.
Figures for state unemployment estimates
come from the Local Area Unemployment
Statistics (LAUS) program, a state/federal
partnership sponsored by the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS-LAUS). This program
produces monthly and annual employment,
unemployment, and labor force data for
census regions, states, counties, metropolitan
areas, and many large cities, based on place
of residence. For more about LAUS data and
estimates in your area visit our LAUS Page,
and to see the economic profile of Nevada,
the metropolitan areas, or your county visit
our Area Profiles Page.
Seasonally adjusted estimates account for
regularly seen seasonal employment patterns
such as jobs associated with holiday hiring,
holiday and weather seasons, or other jobs
with seasonal components. The result of
a seasonally adjusted estimate is usually a
smoother estimate from which underlying
economic trends can be seen. Adjusted
estimates are in the summary table above,
and in many of the other tables and figures
throughout this document.
Nevada’s seasonally adjusted unemployment rate was 4.7 percent in June 2022,
decreasing from 4.9 percent in May 2022,
and down from 7.2 percent in June 2021. The
number of unemployed individuals decreased
by 3,175 since May 2022 for a current level
of 70,974 people. There are 37,647 less unemployed people compared to June 2021. The
labor force in Nevada is currently 1,519,708
people, which is 3,999 more people compared
to May 2022. The labor force increased by
13,722 people since June 2021.
The Las Vegas Metropolitan Statistical
Area’s (MSA)s unemployment rate was
5.7 percent in June 2022, increasing from
5.2 percent in May 2022, and down from
9.1 percent in June 2021, non-seasonally
adjusted. The number of unemployed individuals increase by 5,399 since May 2022
for a current level of 64,089 people, which
is 35,756 less unemployed people compared
to June 2021. The labor force in Las Vegas
is currently 1,122,038 people, which is 1,037
more people from May 2022, and rose by
21,021 people since June 2021.
The Reno MSA’s unemployment rate was
3.3 percent in June 2022, increasing from
2.9 percent in May 2022, and down from
4.7 percent in June 2021, non-seasonally
adjusted. The number of unemployed individuals increase by 1,034 since May 2022 for a
current level of 8,479 people, which is 3,370
less unemployed people compared to June
2021. The labor force in Reno is currently
256,463 people, which is 659 less people
from May 2022, and rose by 2,502 people
since June 2021.
The Carson City MSA’s unemployment
rate was 3.7 percent in June 2022, increasing
from 3.2 percent in May 2022, and down
from 5.1 percent in June 2021, non-seasonally adjusted. The number of unemployed
individuals increase by 139 since May 2022
for a current level of 956 people, which is
356 less unemployed people compared to
June 2021. The labor force in Carson City is
currently 25,678 people, which is 70 more
people than in May 2022, and rose by 65
people since June 2021.
For more on the economy of your county
including unemployment, employment, unemployment insurance, wages, and more visit
our Area Profiles Page.
*****
City Beat is a compilation of news and
views of our editorial and writing team, along
with reader submissions and topics. Readers
are invited to suggest a local topic or any
other items of interest.
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Fewer ozone exceedance days in 2022 than 2021…so far

Compared to a year ago, ground-level
ozone in Clark County was lower from April
1 to June 30, compared to the same span in
previous years, according to the Department
of Environment and Sustainability (DES).
The department’s Division of Air Quality
recorded three days when ozone levels exceeded the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency’s 8-hour ozone standard.
Why the decrease in exceedance days?
Air Quality specialists point to a few possible
reasons.
“We didn’t see the same wildfire smoke
influence in the first half of ozone season this
year as we did in 2021,” said Paul Fransioli,
DES air quality specialist. “That, combined
with favorable weather patterns and ozone
didn’t have as much of an opportunity to
form in the region.”
Ozone Season
DES designates April 1 to Sept. 30 each
year as its “ozone season,” when concentrations of ground-level ozone are higher than
during the remaining months of the year.
Ground-level ozone is toxic to breathe. According the EPA’s health-based standards, an
exceedance occurs when ozone particles are
greater than 70 parts per billion over a rolling
eight hours in a day.
In year-over-year comparisons, the overall
average air quality index (AQI) remained
fairly stable in April and May and decreased
by nearly 8 points in June.
Ozone Season — Second Half
As of today, DES has recorded two additional ozone exceedance days. Fransioli
points to a usual suspect as a culprit.
“Our two exceedance days on July 15
and 17 were influenced by wildfire smoke,”
Fransioli added.
Even though wildfire smoke has influenced about half the ozone exceedance days
recorded over the past five years, DES officials recognize ground-level ozone is caused
by homegrown sources.
“We have 1.6 million vehicles in Clark
County, plus more than 300 days of sunshine.
Add to that extreme summertime heat, pollutants transporting from other regions and
the mountains that surround us and Vegas
becomes a perfect oven to cook ozone,” said
DES Assistant Director Jodi Bechtel. “Ozone
continues to be our No. 1 air quality challenge
and we are currently evaluating additional
efforts that may help reduce ozone within the
permitted business community.”
DES also reminds vehicle drivers they can
take steps to reduce ozone:
—Don’t idle unnecessarily and don’t sit
in a drive-thru. Shut off your engine and go
inside instead.
—Keep your car well maintained, including proper air pressure in tires.
—Map out errands and trips to reduce trips
and ensure the most efficient routes.
—Take public transportation.
—Fill your gas tank after sunset.
—Use electric landscaping equipment
instead of gas-powered.
How Does Ozone Form?
Ground-level ozone is formed when
volatile organic compounds (VOCs) mix
with oxides of nitrogen (NOx) in ultraviolet
rays and heat. VOCs are emitted gases from
fumes from fuel, paints, chemicals, personal
care products and even some plants and
vegetation.
Examples of NOx emissions are vehicle
exhaust, gases from industry and wildfire
smoke. Stagnant weather conditions and the
topographic structure of the Las Vegas Valley
help trap these pollutants, causing levels to
rise. Exposure to ozone can irritate your respiratory system and cause coughing, a sore
throat, chest pain and shortness of breath
even in healthy people, according to the EPA.
Air Quality Index

The Air Quality Index (AQI) is a measurement tool to gauge air pollution. It runs from
0 to 500 and is used to measure six pollutants:
carbon monoxide, lead, nitrogen dioxide,
ozone, particulate matter and sulfur dioxide.
The higher the AQI value, the greater level of
air pollution and greater the health concern.
Air Quality Data
All data gathered by the Clark County
Department of Environment and Sustainability’s Division of Air Quality. It has not been
officially verified and is subject to change.
Though the charts in this release represent
the most current data, it is not official until it
has been certified by our technical staff. Data
is collected from DES ambient monitoring
sites and may include data collected by other
outside agencies. This data is updated hourly.
All times shown are in local standard time
unless otherwise indicated.
*****
Following Nevada OSHA’s adoption
of heat guidelines, there are free
resources for employers to protect
employees from heat-related
illness and injuries
Nevada is home to the top two fastest-warming cities in the U.S.; the Nevada
Safety Consultation and Training Section offers free resources to protect employees from
heat and help employers follow guidelines
According to a recent study, Las Vegas has
seen an increase of 5.8 degrees in summer
temperatures since 1970, which makes it the
second fastest-warming city in the U.S. Reno,
Nevada ranked first.
In April 2022, Federal OSHA announced
the launch of a National Emphasis Program
(NEP) to protect millions of workers from
heat illness and injuries. Nevada OSHA
has adopted the NEP in a modified form to
reflect local factors. It went into effect June
15, 2022.
Following Nevada OSHA’s implementation of the NEP, the Safety Consultation
and Training Section (SCATS) of the State
of Nevada’s Division of Industrial Relations
is offering free courses and heat testing
on worksites for employers to help protect
employees from heat-related illnesses. The
new heat safety course is available online,
starting July 29.
SCATS offers the following information
to help Nevada’s employers and workforce
stay safe:
1. Recognize signs of heat illnesses, as
directed by the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention:
a. Heat stroke symptoms may include high
body temperature (103 degrees or hotter), a
fast and strong pulse, headache, dizziness,
nausea, confusion, loss of consciousness and
hot, red, dry or damp skin.
b. Heat exhaustion symptoms may include
heavy sweating, a fast and weak pulse, nausea
or vomiting, muscle cramps, fatigue, dizziness, headache, loss of consciousness and
cold/pale and clammy skin.
c. Less severe heat-related illnesses include heat cramps, sunburn and heat rash.
Symptoms may include heavy sweating,
muscle pain or cramps, painful and red skin,
and small clusters of red blisters on the skin.
2. Know what to do if heat illness occurs
on the job:
a. If signs of heat stroke appear, call 911
immediately. Move the person to a cooler
place and apply cool cloths to their skin while
you wait for medical professionals to arrive.
Do not give them anything to drink.
b. If signs of heat exhaustion or heat
cramps appear, move the person to a cool
place and give them water to sip until symptoms lessen. Call 911 if symptoms worsen or
last longer than one hour.
c. Treat symptoms of sunburn and heat
rash topically, as needed.

3. Avoid situations that can lead to heat
illness by providing water, rest and shade for
employees, especially during heat priority
days (90 degrees or hotter). Along with other
elements such as air conditioning, ventilation
and supplying protective clothing, employers
can prevent heat illnesses.
“SCATS is here to help employers not
only be in compliance with OSHA guidelines and standards to avoid fines, but also
to help protect Nevada’s workforce,” said
Todd Schultz, chief administrative officer for
SCATS. “Safety is everyone’s job and every
employee should have the privilege of going
home safe and healthy at the end of the workday, no matter the season or temperature.”
SCATS also offers free safety consultations to provide employers with confidential
hazard identification, program development,
implementation assistance and training. Upon
request, consultations can include heat testing
on worksites, which can identify areas —
both inside and outside — where employees
are exposed to high temperatures.
Businesses interested in the free heat safety course can register online or request heat
testing as part of a free onsite safety consultation. For more information or for a schedule
of the variety of free training courses offer
ed by SCATS, businesses can call
1-877-4SAFENV or visit 4safenv.state.nv.us.
About Nevada SCATS
The Safety Consultation and Training
Section (SCATS), part of Nevada’s Division
of Industrial Relations, provides free and
confidential consultation and safety services
to assist businesses in Nevada to be in compliance with OSHA standards. SCATS helps
Nevada businesses keep their employees
safe and offers on-site consultation services
designed to help employers recognize and
control potential safety and health hazards
at their workplaces, improve their safety and
health programs, and assist in training employees. SCATS also offers Workplace Safety
and Health Training classes in Northern and
Southern Nevada. Bilingual services are also
available. Visit 4safenv.state.nv.us.
Funding Statement:
The Nevada On-Site Consultation program (SCATS), at the time of initial publication of this document (4/2022), is funded
by a cooperative agreement for $1,001,105
federal funds, which constitutes 34.5 percent
percent of the program budget. 0 percent
percent, or $ 0.00 of the program budget, is
financed through
non-governmental sources.
*****
Applicants sought for
Citizen Review Board
The County is currently seeking qualified
applicants to serve on the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department Citizen Review
Board, which reviews complaints and Internal Affairs’ investigations filed against Metro
Police Department officers.
The application is available on the Citizen
Review Board website at https://citizenreviewboard.com/Forms/Application/Form.
aspx. Applicants are required to have e-mail
and internet access.
The Citizen Review Board consists of 25
members and fills vacancies throughout the
year as they occur. Membership is voluntary
and unpaid, and terms are for three years.
Appointments to the Board are made by the
County Commissioners and Las Vegas City
Council members who serve on Metro’s
Fiscal Affairs Committee.
Eligible applicants must be residents of
unincorporated Clark County or the City of
Las Vegas, and have no felony convictions.

Elected officials are not permitted to serve
on the board. Present or former Metro Police
officers and members of their families are
also prohibited from sitting on the board.
Potential candidates must have a flexible
weekday schedule. All members who are selected must complete a minimum of 70 hours
of mandatory training including a 10-hour
police ride along, attending and completing
the 12-week Citizen Police Academy, a jail
work along, orientation training, and all annual training sessions.
Members of the Citizen Review Board
review complaints on a rotating basis. Panels
consisting of five members are convened over
six-month periods of time to hear cases. After
six months, a new panel of five members is
selected to hear the next rotation of cases.
Panel members are randomly selected and
may serve on anywhere from one to three
panels during their term. Panel meetings
are during the normal business hours once
or twice a month and last about three hours.
*****
Boulder City seeks volunteers
for city, local organizations
The City of Boulder City was built on
a philosophy of helping one another. From
our humble beginnings in the 1930’s on the
project to build Hoover Dam to our efforts to
help neighbors during COVID-19, volunteers
have been the backbone of our community.
As we emerge from the pandemic, local agencies are working with the City to strengthen
their volunteer pool.
The City is embarking on an effort to
recruit volunteers through the City website:
www.bcnv.org/volunteer. Advertisements on
the government access channel BCTV and
social media posts call for people to get engaged. “We’ve taken inventory of volunteer
opportunities and placed them on one simple,
easy-to-remember page on the City website,”
said Taylour Tedder, City Manager for Boulder City. “Staff also reached out to some of
the larger aid organizations to include their
opportunities.”
Among the volunteer efforts:
—City Hall (various departments/general
office assistance)
—Boulder City Police and Fire Departments
—Emergency Aid of Boulder City
—Senior Center of Boulder City
—Lend a Hand
—Boulder City Chamber of Commerce
—Nevada Department of Veteran Services
—Lakeview Terrace Senior Living
The campaign includes short videos and
social media materials created by Carly Poindexter, the City’s Graphic Designer and Web
Editor, to draw interest to the website. “Our
local government and many organizations in
town benefit from the efforts of volunteers. I
know from my own experience how rewarding volunteering can be,” said Mayor Kiernan
McManus. “I believe local organizations
will benefit from having a central location to
share their opportunities. Whether a resident
is looking for something new or to use skills
learned over a lifetime, there is likely to be
an opportunity to volunteer a few hours a
month or a few days a week. We are a better
community when we work together.”
If your organization has volunteer opportunities and you would like to be added to
our webpage, please email llaplante@bcnv.
org or cpoindexter@bcnv.org.
*****
City Beat is a compilation of news and
views of our editorial and writing team, along
with reader submissions and topics. Readers
are invited to suggest a local topic or any
other items of interest.

What’s In a Name?
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By Doug Dickerson
“To add value to others, one
must first value others.” — John
C. Maxwell
During her second month in
nursing school, the professor gave
the students a quiz. The last question stumped most people in the
class. It read, “What is the first
name of the woman who cleans
the school?”
All the students had seen the
cleaning woman several times.
She was tall, dark-haired, and in
her 50’s, but how would any of
them know her name? Before class
ended, one student asked if the last
question would count toward their
grade.
“Absolutely,” said the professor.
“In your career, you will meet many
people. All are significant. They deserve your attention and care, even
if all you do is smile and say hello.”
The students never forgot that
lesson. They also learned that her
name was Dorothy.
As a leader, your interactions
with people matter. And how you
treat people is a reflection of your
character. The value that you place
in others says more about your
leadership than any title or posi-

DoUg DICkErsoN
tion you have. And while you may
think it makes you look important
to name-drop and take selfies with
certain people to impress people
you will never meet, I believe it’s a
greater reflection of your leadership
to know the name of the person who
empties the trash out of your office.
Value is given where value is
placed.
If the person in the lowliest
position in your estimation is not
worthy of your time, smile, or
greeting, then perhaps it’s time to
re-evaluate the way in which you
look at people.

Here are a few simple reminders
for all of us on this journey of life
together. It will make you a better
person and a better leader to remember them.
Everyone’s fighting
a battle
Someone once said (various
attributions), “Be kind, everyone is
fighting a battle you know nothing
about.” You never know how your
one word of kindness can make a
difference in someone’s day.
You don’t know the hurts, the

BEHIND THE MIKE

Mama Alice Village Matriarch

By Michael A. Aun
We affectionately called her
“Mama Alice.” Alice Celeste Mack
Aun was not just a mother to her 11
children but to hundreds of others
who came to know her in the tiny
hamlet of Lexington, SC.
She lost her first three children in
the birthing process. Today’s medicine may have saved those babies.
Mama Alice was an extraordinary
woman, evidenced by the fact that
despite those losses, she would never give up, giving birth to 11 of us.
I was the third of her 11 children,
all of whom still survive today. It
was 35 years to the day after she
delivered me into this world that
she took her last breath losing a
final battle to cancer.
“Mama Alice” would never use
the word perfect to describe herself.
To the hundreds she befriended
through her own children over her
brief 60 years on earth, she came to
be a “village matriarch.”
The old Arabic saying may sum
it up perfectly: “Life does not come
with an owner’s manual. Instead,
it comes with a mother.” To the
world she was a mother… and to
my brothers and sisters she was
our world.
Hell hath no fury like a mama
bear whose cubs are at peril. Mama
Alice saw not only her children in
the same way, but she happily and
symbolically adopted our friends as
her own as well.
Her backbone was as rigid as
she was gentle. She never worried
if we came home too late… but was
more concerned when we came in
too early.
She was the “go-to” person that
every community has tucked away
in the warmth of its bosom. She always knew how to heal our wounds
and to patch up our hearts… and our
friend’s as well.
Grandmothers are supposed to
be given “matriarch” status. That
is a foremost reason they are put
on earth. The other is to mend the
broken fences of her offspring.

MICHAEL A. AUN
For anyone who was troubled,
Mama Alice always offered a hot
meal and warm heart to her visitors.
She was a precious and valuable
commodity to all who knew her because she knew the art of listening.
Like my siblings and me, she
looked beyond our faults and found
pureness in every person she met.
That is how she always made others feel.
Despite her own struggles in
life, she opened her soul to others,
gladly sharing their burden. Many
a night, she would sit into the wee

hours of the morning listening to
the heartbreak of others and mending spirits and minds.
Some six hundred people came
to pay homage as we bid her farewell. Scores of others paid respects
as well. She was a matriarch to the
community of Lexington, SC. All
those who came to Mama Alice
came for a reason, searching for
assurance.
People admired and loved Mama
Alice because she brought hope
to their lives. Maybe it was her
selflessness or her grace in the face
of disappointment that inspired
those around her. Her love was
contagious.
More than anything else, she
was a good friend to everyone she
met and good friends are hard to
find. Mama Alice was pregnant for
most of her adult life. And while
her soul was always tested and
tired, she gave us the strength to
persevere. A community matriarch
indeed.
*****
Michael Aun is a syndicated columnist and writes a weekly column
for this newspaper. To contact Michael Aun go to www.aunline.com.

fears, the concerns that people
around you carry. With this in mind,
just be kind.
Be merciful
Mother Teresa said, “Be kind
and merciful. Let no one ever
come to you without coming away
better and happier.” And this is our
mission — to make other people’s
interaction with us the highlight of
their day. It’s not as hard as you
might think.
Be in the moment
with others
Marcandangel said, “Don’t be
lazy and make judgments about
people. Be kind. Ask about their
stories. Listen. Be humble. Be open.
Be teachable. Be a good neighbor.”
Being your best self begins by seeing the best in others.
Walk slowly through
the crowd
This is a leadership principle
taught by John Maxwell that’s so
powerful. We can be so busy and in
a hurry to get on to the next thing on

our agenda that we walk right past
our real work- people.
Tasks are important, but not as
important as the people you lead.
Know their name
Dale Carnegie said, “Remember that a person’s name is to that
person, is the sweetest and most
important sound in any language.”
And this is why, I believe, the
professor wanted to make sure that
the students knew the name of the
lady who cleaned the school. And
it’s why it should also matter to you.
Final Thoughts
Be a person of value and add
value where you can. See the value
in those around you and always do
your best to be kind and merciful.
The world needs it now more than
ever.
*****
Doug Dickerson is a syndicated
columnist. He writes a weekly column for this newspaper. To contact
Doug Dickerson go to www.dougdickerson.net.

Bob Beckett
Attorney At Law

Elected 5 terms as Nye County District Attorney
Practice areas
Criminal defense, Personal injury, Bankruptcy
and debt, Car accident, DUI and DWI
Licensed for 29 years
AVVO CONTRIBUTIONS
Beckett knows Nevada criminal law
— especially how to get the most out of
the probation/monitoring system.
Beckett provides very effective and
personable service — His fees are also fair

During these Covid-19 days, the Urantia Book Study
Group has taken to Zoom, as many other meetings
have. As always, this high-level discussion group
is for all faiths, all ages,and all those seeking
answers to their unanswered questions.
Call 775-505-5058 for details
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Social Security awareneSS

How to avoid fees on your
Social Security debit card

It takes careful planning to use your Direct Express debit card without triggering extra charges.

By Emily Brandon
The days of paper Social Security checks are over. All Social
Security beneficiaries are now
required to receive their payments
electronically. Most people elect to
have their Social Security payments
directly deposited into a bank or
credit union account. Retirees who
don’t have bank accounts or prefer
not to use one can have their payments loaded on a prepaid Direct
Express Debit Mastercard.
However, as with every financial
product, there is some fine print
and potential to trigger extra costs.
Here’s how to avoid fees on your
Social Security debit card:
—Avoid taking more than one
withdrawal per deposit at Direct
Express ATMs.
—Locate in-network ATMs.
—Use the card to shop.
—Get cash back with purchases.
—Access cash via a bank or
credit union teller.
—Don’t use the card on international trips.
—Don’t sign up for paper statements.
—Don’t lose your card.
—Sign up for direct deposit.
The Direct Express debit card
provides a variety of free services to
Social Security beneficiaries. There
are no sign-up fees, monthly fees
or overdraft fees, which plague the
users of many other prepaid cards,
and no credit check is required to
enroll.
Here’s how to use the Social
Security debit card without incurring fees:
Avoid Taking Multiple
Withdrawals Per Deposit
at Direct Express ATMs
Debit card users can withdraw
cash from Direct Express network
ATMs for free once per deposit to
the account each month. Additional
cash withdrawals at network ATMs
are 85 cents each.
“Take the cash you need for
the month with that one ATM

withdrawal,” says Bill Hardekopf,
CEO of the credit card comparison
website LowCards.com. “If you
need additional cash, go into a bank
or credit union rather than using an
ATM.”
You can take your free withdrawal during the same month as
the deposit or the month after. For
example, if you receive a Social
Security payment on May 8, you
are eligible for a free ATM withdrawal between May 8 and June
30. Cardholders can set up free
notifications of deposits by phone,
email or text message to keep track
of when payments arrive.
Locate In-Network ATMs
If you use a non-network ATM,
you will be charged additional
fees. The ATM locator feature at
USDirectExpress.com can help
you find a network ATM, including
Comerica Bank, Charter One, Privileged Status, Alliance One, PNC
Bank, Mastercard ATM Alliance
and MoneyPass.
“The Direct Express card is not

a bad card and does not have a lot
of fees,” says Lauren Saunders,
associate director of the National
Consumer Law Center. “The main
issue is withdrawing cash, and
you can do that without fees once
a month at a network ATM or any
time at a bank teller window or
using cash back at a supermarket
or many big-box chains like Target
and Walmart.”
Use the Card to Shop
Since ATM withdrawals are limited, it’s often more convenient to
shop with the Direct Express debit
card instead of using cash.
“This card can be used to make
a purchase anywhere that a debit
Mastercard is honored, which is just
about anywhere, so use the card to
make your purchases rather than
using cash,” Hardekopf says.
You can set up free low balance
alerts when the account balance
falls below a certain level. If you
don’t have enough money in the
account to complete your purchase,
you can use the card for part of the

purchase and pay for the rest with
cash or another form of payment.
Thomas Santaniello, a legislative and public affairs specialist
at the Treasury’s Bureau of Fiscal
Service, says, “If you should make
a mistake, your transaction would
be denied for insufficient funds.
You would not be charged a fee.”
Get Cash Back
With Purchases
When you use your Direct Express debit card at retail locations,
you can request cash back with
your purchase. “The smart thing to
do with the card is to use it to shop,
use it to pay bills, and then if you
need to get cash back, you can do
it at the point of sale,” Santaniello
says. “If you do that, the card can
be used virtually fee-free.”
Access Cash Via a Bank
or Credit Union Teller
While multiple ATM withdrawals trigger fees, you can get access
to the cash loaded on to your card
from a bank or credit union teller
for free.

Don’t Use the Card
on International Trips
If you plan to travel abroad in
retirement, you may want to leave
your Social Security debit card at
home. Comerica charges $3 and 3
percent of the amount withdrawn to
use ATMs outside the United States
in addition to a possible surcharge
for using a non-network ATM.
For debit purchases in foreign
countries, you’ll also be charged 3
percent of the price.
Don’t Sign Up
for Paper Statements
A paper statement mailed to you
costs 75 cents per month. This fee
is easily avoided by accessing your
account information online. You
can also check your balance and
transaction history for free using
the DX Direct Express mobile app.
Don’t Lose Your Card
Take care to hold on to your debit card. After one free replacement
each year, it will cost you $4 for
each new card. There’s also an extra
$13.50 charge if you need to have
the new card delivered overnight.
Sign Up for Direct Deposit
A funds transfer from your
Direct Express debit card to a
personal U.S. bank account costs
$1.50 each time. You can avoid
this fee by signing up to have your
Social Security payments directly
deposited into your bank account
instead of applied to the debit card.
With your own bank account, you
can get unlimited and free in-network ATM withdrawals from a
financial institution near your home
and accrue interest on your Social
Security dollars until you spend
them. Balances on a prepaid debit
card garner no interest.
“If you have a bank account, it’s
generally better and more convenient to have your Social Security
direct deposited there,” Saunders
says. “It’s easy to switch.”
*****
Emily Brandon is the senior
editor for retirement at U.S. News
& World Report.

How much you will get from Social Security

Here’s how to estimate your monthly Social Security income in retirement.
By Emily Brandon
It can be difficult to predict
how much you will receive from
Social Security, especially if you
are more than a few years away
from retirement. But familiarizing
yourself with how your benefit will
be calculated can help you budget
for retirement and even boost your
future Social Security payments.
Here’s how to estimate how
much you will get from Social
Security in retirement:
—Consider the average payment.
—Calculate your Social Security payment.
—Factor in your retirement age.
—Subtract Medicare premiums.
—Remember income tax withholding.
—Create a My Social Security
account.
Read on to find out how your
Social Security payments are determined.
Consider the Average
Social Security Payment
The average Social Security
benefit was $1,543 per month in
2021.
The maximum possible Social
Security benefit for someone who
retires at full retirement age is
$3,148 in 2021. However, a worker would need to earn the maximum taxable amount, currently
$142,800, over a 35-year career to
get this Social Security payment.
How to Calculate Your
Social Security Payment
Social Security payments
are calculated using the 35 highest-earning years of your career
and are adjusted for inflation. If you
work for more than 35 years, your
lowest-earning years are dropped
from the calculation, which results
in a higher payment. Those who
don’t work for 35 years have zeros
averaged into the Social Security
calculation and get smaller payments.
“When it’s time to calculate

your benefits, the Social Security
Administration will look at your
highest 35 years of earnings, and
earnings before your 60th birthday
are indexed for inflation — meaning that while your earnings may
have crept up over your career, the
money you earn this year may not
be one of your highest-earnings
years after indexing,” says Jim
Blankenship, a certified financial
planner at Blankenship Financial
Planning in New Berlin, Illinois,
and author of “A Social Security
Owner’s Manual.”
For a worker who becomes eligible for Social Security payments
in 2021, the benefit amount is
calculated by multiplying the first
$996 of average indexed monthly
earnings by 90 percent, the remaining earnings up to $6,002 by 32
percent, and earnings over $6,002
by 15 percent. The sum of these
three amounts, rounded down to
the nearest 10 cents, is the initial
payment amount. Cost-of-living
adjustments and delayed retirement
credits can boost your payments
above this amount.
Factor in Your Social
Security Retirement Age
Your age when you start Social

Security plays a big role in your
payment amount. Your monthly
Social Security benefit is reduced
if you claim payments before your
full retirement age, which is typically age 66 or 67, depending on
your birth year. You can boost your
monthly payments for each month
you delay claiming between your
full retirement age and age 70.
Married couples have more
claiming options. Married individuals are eligible for Social Security
payments equal to 50 percent of the
higher-earning spouse’s payment
if that’s more than the payments
based on their own work record.
Spousal payments are reduced if
you claim them before your full
retirement age. You can also claim
payments based on an ex-spouse’s
work record if the marriage lasted
for at least 10 years. A spouse can
also claim survivor’s payments if
the higher-earning spouse passes
away first. Couples should coordinate when they claim payments to
maximize their benefit as a couple
and to potentially qualify for higher
payments for a surviving spouse.
Subtract Medicare
Premiums
Many retirees have their Medi-

care Part B premiums deducted
from their Social Security checks.
The standard Medicare Part B
premium is $148.50 per month in
2021. Medicare Part B payments
are prohibited by law from decreasing Social Security payments for
existing beneficiaries, so a Medicare Part B premium hike can’t
be more than your annual Social
Security cost-of-living adjustment.
“Some might see their Social
Security check go down not due to
their Part B premium, but due to
their Part D drug premium,” says
Tricia Neuman, director of the
Program on Medicare Policy at the
Kaiser Family Foundation. “The
Part D program doesn’t have a hold
harmless provision.” Medicare Part
D premiums vary based on the plan
you select, and you are eligible to
change plans each year during the
open enrollment period.
Remember Income
Tax Withholding
Many retirees have to pay
income tax on their Social Security payments, especially if they
have other sources of retirement
income. “If Social Security is your
only source of income, you pay no
taxes on it,” says Dana Anspach, a

certified financial planner and CEO
of Sensible Money in Scottsdale,
Arizona. “If you have other sources
of income, such as a pension, IRA
withdrawals, part-time work, interest and dividends, then that income
flows into the IRS formula, and the
result is somewhere between zero
and 85 percent of your Social Security benefits are subject to taxation.”
You can elect to have 7 percent, 10
percent, 12 percent or 22 percent
of your Social Security payments
withheld for income tax.
Create a My Social
Security Account
You can get a personalized estimate of your future Social Security
benefits at various claiming ages
by creating a my Social Security
account. These estimates are based
on your actual earning history and
tend to be most accurate for those
approaching retirement age. Your
estimates might change from year
to year, especially if you have a
significant salary change or gaps
in your earnings history.
“Creating a my Social Security
account allows you to see your most
recent Social Security statement,
which also shows your annual
reported earnings, your full retirement age, estimated retirement,
disability and family (benefits)
and more,” says Angie Furubotten-LaRosee, a certified financial
planner at Avea Financial Planning
in Richland, Washington. “You
will want to look at your earnings
history every couple years to make
sure there are no errors and to keep
an eye on your estimated retirement
benefits.”
You can also use a Social Security calculator to help you determine the optimal age to sign up for
payments based on your personal
situation.
*****
Emily Brandon is the senior
editor for retirement at U.S. News
& World Report.
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What You
Need To
Know
By Dr Nina Radcliff

Is Sugar Really
Bad for You?

By Dr. Nina Radcliff, MD
It depends — not all sugars are
equal. And, this time of year brings
with it dangerously high levels of
sugar (even toxic amounts) with
all the added festivities from Halloween through the holidays and
into celebrating the new year. It’s
extremely important to understand
the sugars you’re consuming and
the effects on your health.
Sugar/ Natural
Sugar/Added Sugar
Overall health effects depend on
the type of sugar you’re eating, either natural or refined added sugars,
and the amount.
—Natural sugar occurs naturally
in foods, such as fruits, yogurt and
milk. And, they don’t lead to the
same health problems that added
sugars do.
Think of it as follows: whole
foods contain a natural package
of health-promoting substances
— minerals like calcium, magnesium, potassium, vitamins, and
fiber (from fruits). Because of the
goodness these sugars come with,
you can ease up on worrying about
them.
—Added sugars and syrups are
added to foods or beverages when
they are processed or prepared in
order to sweeten them. The main
sources of added sugar include sodas, candy, ice cream, baked goods,

sports drinks, and sweetened dairy.
Even savory and salty foods like
breads, tomato sauce, and protein
bars can have added sugar, which
all makes it easier in a day to add up
to a surplus. Most processed foods
contain them, and this means more
calories. When eaten routinely, they
increase the potential for weight
gain and other serious health problems. Bottom line — your body
doesn’t need added sugars, and
certainly not at the present level of
consumption.
Sugar Addiction
Sugar consumption, similar to
nicotine, alcohol, and drugs, hacks
into the brain’s pleasure centers,
creating a sense of euphoria. These
centers are involved with motivation and memory, motivating you
to pursue “it,” over and over again,
leading to addiction.
Take Action to Limit Your
Intake of Added Sugar
Tracking
The American Heart Association
advises capping added sugars at 6
teaspoons (25 grams) per day for
women and 9 teaspoons (36 g) per
day for men. It adds up quickly!
And in order to decrease your intake, you need to find them, which
is challenging since sugar goes
by many names including agave,
brown sugar, cane juice/cane sugar,
coconut palm sugar, fruit juice con-

centrates, brown rice syrup, maple
syrup, high fructose corn syrup,
glucose, sorbitol, barley malt syrup,
sorghum syrup, dextrose, fructose,
and anything that ends with “-ose,”
to name a few.
Consider keeping a journal or
utilizing an app to help you gain
a better understanding of what
and how much sugar is being consumed. Nutrition labels now have
a separate line showing the amount
of added sugar. And, there’s sugar
math, with sugars listed in grams.
A teaspoon of sugar is roughly 4
grams.
Trick your sweet tooth
Craving something sweet? Grab
a piece of fruit to satisfy and subdue
it. A 2-ounce chocolate bar has, on
average, 30 grams of sugar and the
same number of calories as three
medium bananas. But, bananas are
low in fat while rich in vitamins,
minerals, and fiber, which delays
the absorption of sugar from our
intestines. Consequently, natural
sugars do not cause blood sugar

level or insulin spikes and the fiber
makes your tummy feel full.
Avoid artificial sweeteners
Some artificial sweeteners are
up to 600 times sweeter than sugar
— thus, distorting our sweetness
expectations. As a result, the next
time you reach for a cookie, “one”
may not be enough. You may reach
for another and another to gratify
what has become a supercharged
craving.
Inject Bursts of Flavor
Your sweet tooth can often be
satisfied by adding spices, herbs,
and other flavorings. And, too,
many of these items — cinnamon,
coriander, vinegar, cloves, cocoa
powder, ginger, nutmeg, vanilla
bean or extract, or citrus zest —
are not just tasty, but they are also
filled with antioxidants, nutrients,
and vitamins.
Avoid Dehydration
Sometimes what you perceive as
a sugar craving may really just be a
sign of thirst. When you are dehydrated, it is difficult for your liver

to break down glycogen, a storage
form of sugar, and utilize it as fuel.
So, the next time you are yearning for that sugar fix, reach for a
glass — or two — of water first.
You may not even want the sugary
item after.
Added sugars just aren’t the
same as natural sugars. Bottom
line, there are very poor health
outcomes related to added sugar
intake of sugary foods and drinks.
Keep watch! It is an added sugar
landmine during this time of year.
*****
This article is for general information only and should not be
used for the diagnosis or treatment
of medical conditions and cannot
substitute for the advice from your
medical professional. Dr. Nina has
used all reasonable care in compiling the current information but
it may not apply to you and your
symptoms. Always consult a doctor
or other health care professional
for diagnosis and treatment of
medical conditions.
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