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Body near Lake Mead swimming
site, third to surface since May
Authorities say another body has surfaced at Lake Mead — this time in a swimming area where water
levels have dropped as the Colorado River reservoir recedes because of drought and climate change.

By Ken Ritter
Associated Press
LAS VEGAS (AP) — Another
body has surfaced at Lake Mead —
this time in a swimming area where
water levels have dropped as the
Colorado River reservoir behind
Hoover Dam recedes because of
drought and climate change.
The National Park Service did
not say in a statement how long
officials think the corpse was
submerged in the Boulder Beach

A formerly sunken boat sits high and dry along the shoreline of Lake
Mead at the Lake Mead National Recreation Area, on May 10, 2022, near
Boulder City, Nev. Another body has surfaced at Lake Mead, this time
in a swimming area where water levels have dropped as the Colorado
River reservoir behind Hoover Dam recedes due to drought and climate
change. The National Park Service did not say in a statement how long
officials think the corpse was submerged in the Boulder Beach area
before it was found Monday, July 25, 2022, by people who summoned
park rangers.

area before it was found Monday
by people who summoned park
rangers.
Clark County Coroner Melanie
Rouse said Tuesday it was partially
encased in mud at the water line of
the swimming area along the shore
north of Hemenway Harbor marina.
The gender of the dead person
was not immediately apparent,
Rouse said, and it was too early
to tell a time, cause and manner
of death. Investigators will review
missing persons records as part of
the effort, Rouse said.
The corpse was the third found
since May as the shoreline retreats
at the shrinking reservoir between
Nevada and Arizona east of Las Vegas. The lake surface has dropped
more than 170 feet since the reservoir was full in 1983. It is now
about 30 percent full.
The coroner said her office was
continuing work to identify a man
whose body was found May 1 in
a rusted barrel in the Hemenway
Harbor area and a man whose bones
were found May 7 in a newly surfaced sand bar near Callville Bay,

more than 9 miles from the marina.
On July 6, the body of a 22-yearold Boulder City woman was
found in the water near where she
disappeared while riding a personal
watercraft. Rouse said it may take
several weeks to determine her
cause of death.
The case of the body in the barrel
was being investigated as a homicide after police said the man had
been shot and his clothing dated to
the mid-1970s to early 1980s.
The discoveries have prompted
speculation about long-unsolved
missing person and murder cases
dating back decades — to organized
crime and the early days of Las
Vegas, which is just a 30-minute
drive from the lake.
The drop in the lake level comes
while a vast majority of peer-reviewed science says the world is
warming, mainly because of rising
levels of carbon dioxide and other
greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. Scientists say the U.S. West,
including the Colorado River basin,
has become warmer and drier in the
past 30 years.

By Ernest Scheyder
(Reuters) — Ford Motor Co
said on Thursday it will buy lithium
from ioneer Ltd’s Rhyolite Ridge
mining project in Nevada and use
the metal to build electric vehicle
batteries in the United States.
The deal is one of the first binding agreements between a U.S. lithium company and U.S. automaker
amid rising pressure from Washington to domestically source metals
for the green energy transition and
curb reliance on China.
Under the terms of the deal,
ioneer will supply 7,000 tons of
lithium carbonate annually for five

years to BlueOvalSK, Ford’s battery joint venture with SK Innovation, which has a Kentucky factory.
Shipments are slated to start by
the end of 2025, when ioneer and
development partner Sibanye Stillwater Ltd expect the mine to open
on federal land roughly 225 miles
north of Las Vegas.
“We’re really excited to be
helping America’s goal of making
EVs domestically,” James Calaway,
ioneer’s executive chairman, told
Reuters.
The Australia-based company’s
shares, which began trading on
the Nasdaq last month, were up 8

percent in midday trading.
The amount of lithium that
ioneer will supply Ford is enough to
make about 175,000 EVs annually,
though that figure would vary depending on a vehicle’s power needs.
“Helping unlock lithium in the
U.S. will help us support localized
production of battery cells going
forward,” said Lisa Drake, Ford’s
vice president of EV industrialization.
The Ford deal, and a similar
one last year with South Korea’s
Ecopro Co, are for about two-thirds
of ioneer’s expected annual lithium
(See Nevada Lithium, Page 3)

By Tim Reid
LAS VEGAS (Reuters) — Susie
Lee, one of the U.S. Congress’s
most endangered Democrats, has
spent this year fighting a tough
re-election campaign in the face of
soaring inflation and weighed down
by President Joe Biden’s dismal
approval numbers.
Then on June 24, the U.S. Supreme Court threw a potential lifeline to the Nevada congresswoman
as she seeks a third term in this
November’s midterm elections:
the justices ended federal abortion
rights by overturning the landmark
1973 Roe-v-Wade decision.
Within 24 hours, armed with an
issue she hopes will galvanize vot-

Democratic congresswoman Susie Lee listens to doctors at a roundtable
in her Nevada House district in Las Vegas, July 11, 2022, where abortion
rights have become a central issue in her re-election campaign after
the June 24 Supreme Court ruling that ended federal abortion rights.

ers and reverse a disastrous-looking
election year for Democrats, Lee
launched the first ad of her campaign - a $500,000 TV and digital
attack on her pro-life Republican
opponent on the issue of abortion
rights.
“We have a stark choice in the
race for Congress,” the ad declares.
Lee, like dozens of fellow endangered Democratic incumbents
across the United States, is refocusing much of her campaign on
abortion rights, hoping the Supreme
Court’s decision can help win back
suburban voters who have soured
on her party because of high food
and gas prices and an unpopular
(See Susie Lee, Page 4)

By Wayne Allyn Root
Yes, you read correctly. There
are (so far) 33 friends and relatives
dead or sick since our wedding
eight months ago. I’ve done the
research. All 33 were vaxxed. Every
one of them.
This is a “vaccine death and
disease cluster.”
This is like the “Love Canal”
cancer cluster of the 1970s. It can’t
be ignored when you see so many
people dead, or very ill in just one

group.
But it has nothing to do with
our wedding. Open your eyes. This
is happening everywhere. NonCOVID deaths are up dramatically
in the United States (and all over the
world). Life insurance companies
report non-COVID deaths are up
40 percent or more among young,
working age Americans. Lincoln
National reports death benefit payouts are up over 163 percent in the
(See Wayne Allyn Root, Page 2)

My Point
of
View
By Rolando Larraz

Ford to buy lithium from Nevada’s
ioneer for U.S. EV battery plant

Chairman of ionner Ltd,
James Calaway

‘The Supreme Court did us a favor’: Susie Lee
seizes on abortion ruling as midterm lifeline

33 dead and sick friends in 8 months — all vaxxed!
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The race for Governor is heating up!

By Michelle Mortensen
Nevada News & Views
Despite what you’ve heard from
liberal media outlets, not all is lost
for Nevada’s Governor’s race. In
fact, according to recent polling
done by “The Tarrance Group” the
race for Governor is a dead heat.
Out of 600 “likely” registered
voters statewide, 44 percent said
they would vote for Joe Lombardo
with 46 percent saying they would
vote for Steve Sisolak. 5 percent
said they would vote for someone
else and 5 percent were undecided.
These numbers prove the race could
go either way.
More good news can be garnered from these poll numbers
though. Governor Sisolak is stuck
at 46 percent. He’s seen that same
number in a variety of polls for the
past 6 months. Steve Sisolak is vulnerable, and the GOP can win this
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Quote of the Week:

“No human being should be
maltreated under any circumstances.
We are all wonderful creations of
God. May we affectionately love
one another.”
― Lailah Gifty Akita,
Pearls of Wisdom: Great mind

Please Note:

Although the Las Vegas Tribune is open to all and sundry
opinions about what we publish,
we wish to inform all those who
choose to submit their opinions
in writing to refrain from threatening anyone about whom an
article is written or the writer of
the article. In other words, any
opinions containing threats will
not be published. We thank you
for adhering to this policy.

Mission Statement

We search for the truth, embrace the truth, and print the
truth. If we inadvertently print
something that is not true, we
will let our readers know. We are
open to documented information
to shed light on any issue of
concern to our readers. We are
of service to our community, and
it is our intention to serve our
community the best way we can.

seat. Even more significant, Sisolak
is polling poorly with Independent
and Hispanics voters. Both are
the key to winning in November.
Polling shows Sisolak is trailing
Lombard among Hispanic voters
by 2 percent.
Possibly the best news that one
can garner from the latest polling
data is the following: 52 percent
of Independents indicate that in
the gubernatorial race, they plan to
vote for a candidate who will be a
check and a balance on the Biden
Administration and Democrats in
Congress.
While I realize this many be a
lot of boring data to many of you,
it indicates that the GOP can win

this one. That should be news all
Republicans are rejoicing over but
sadly it is not. Too many Republicans in Nevada seem content to let
Sisolak win again, by claiming they
refuse to cast a ballot for Lombardo.
Even more disappointing, most of
their reasons for refusing to vote for
Joe, don’t make any sense.
So let’s go over some facts:
—Lombardo and Sisolak are
not BFFs or the same person.
Their relationship has been strictly
business for years. Sisolak used
to be the head of the Clark County Commission and Lombardo,
as sheriff had to work directly
with the commission regularly.
And don’t forget, the commission

funds almost 70 percent of Metros
budget. The Sheriff and County
Commissioners will always have
close working relationship. Close
working relationships do not equate
“friendships.”
—Lombardo did not benefit
in any way from the Oct. 1 fund.
How the money was spent is public
record.
—Some of you don’t like Lombardo because you blame him for
October 1. That makes very little
sense. Lombardo didn’t pull the
trigger, a madman did. Every part
of the Metro investigation has been
made public. The only part of the
investigation that has been clouded
with secrecy is the FBI’s investigation. Why do you blame Lombardo
for that but not the FBI? Honestly,
it makes no sense.
—Some of you claim you don’t
like Lombardo because someone
you know, who worked for Metro,
doesn’t like him. Ok, fine. Let me
ask you this then, how many folks
do you know who left a job who
have kind things to say about the
boss?
—Others of you have issue with
Lombardo for other petty reasons,
like insisting he’s a democrat
because he’s donated to Dems
before. However, many of you had
no problem with Joey Gilbert, who
also donated to Democrats. If that’s
your reason for not supporting
Lombardo, you’re a hypocrite.
—Finally, to any Republican
refusing to support Lomabrdo, you
really need to ask yourself, would

you rather have Sisolak for another
4 years? You don’t want a Republican governor to veto Democrat
bills that will defund the police,
end the death penalty, make access
to abortions easier, restrict second
amendment rights and more. You
have more faith in Sisolak than
Lombardo? If that’s the case, let me
be clear, you lack basic intelligence
and common sense.
Sandoval vetoed 40+ bills in the
last year of his governorship. In
2021, Sisolak vetoed only 4 bills.
Whether you like Sandoval or not,
it is essential to have a Republican
in the governor’s office to maintain
checks and balances… edit how
you like, but I think it’s important
to end with this comparison.
You don’t have to vote for
candidates you don’t like in many
races, because they don’t matter.
Who cares who the Treasurer or
Controller is, they have little to no
power. Races that are up every two
years are ones we can win next
time, so I don’t care if you refuse to
vote for a Republican you don’t like
in the Assembly or even Congress.
HOWEVER, our next governor
matters and you should want the
most conservative candidate of the
two options to win, and there is no
doubt, that’s Joe Lombardo.
So, stop your whining, and get
on Team Joe. We can win this race!
Every Republican, every business
owner, every parent should want
Sisolak out. And if you don’t want
him out, quit calling yourself a Republican, because you aren’t one.

Nevada group helps abortion seekers travel to state

By Suzanne Potter
Public News Service
Nevada may become a magnet
for abortion seekers from around
the country, since the Supreme
Court has overturned Roe v. Wade,
allowing states to ban the procedure. Voters enshrined the right to
an abortion in Nevada state law in
1990, so it is legal up to 24 weeks
of gestation, and later with some
health exceptions.
Nikki Levy, a board member
with the nonprofit Wild West Access Fund, said her organization
will help Nevadans and people from
out of state get care.
“So we help folks with the cost
of abortion care, the actual procedure or the medication,” Levy
explained. “And then we also
help with practical support, like
arranging rides or hotel rooms if

somebody needs to travel.”
Abortion opponents cite religious and moral objections. Prochoice protesters rallied in Las

Vegas Friday against the decision.
Abortion providers are expecting an
influx of people from Arizona, Utah
and Idaho, and elsewhere, since

flights to Nevada are relatively
inexpensive.
A surgical abortion usually costs
about $600, and the medicine runs
between $100 and $250. Levy said
Nevada Medicaid does not cover
the procedure.
“Nevada Medicaid doesn’t cover abortion,” Levy noted. “Most
insurance companies don’t cover
abortion in the state of Nevada,
unless the abortion is necessary for
the health and safety of the pregnant
person, and in the case of rape and
incest.”
Nevada does allow people to
have a telemedicine appointment,
and then get a prescription filled.
But it is not legal to get the pills
and mail them to someone else.
People from other states can get
more information at abortionfinder.
org and abortionfunds.org.

(Continued from Page 1)
year since COVID vaccines came
out. These are death increases not
seen during World War II.
Read the headlines- every day
a new celebrity, actor, rock star,
athlete or CEO is dropping dead
“suddenly and unexpectedly.”
Most of them are way too young
to die, or suffer strokes or heart
attacks. I’m betting they all have
one thing in common — they are
VACCINATED.
I surfed over to TMZ.com one
night this week. Here were the
headlines:
—American Pickers’ Frank Fritz
hospitalized after stroke.
—“Little Women: Atlanta” star
Ms. Juicy suffered stroke, out of
ICU.
—Hailey Bieber (Justin Bieber’s
25 yr old wife) had mini-stroke,
underwent heart procedure.
—“Elvis” actress Shonka
Dukureh found dead in apartment
at age 44.
—Sopranos Star Tony Sirico
dead.
—”AGT” & “Voice” contestant
Nolan Neal dead at 41.
Add to the list…
—Paul Duncan, 35, former Notre Dame football star died of heart
attack while jogging.
—The autopsy of Sam Bruce,
former Miami Hurricanes football
player, was released. He died of a
heart attack while driving in April
at the age of 28.
These were all headlines in one
day this week!
Have you ever heard of anything
like this in your life? This is a tsunami. This is a plague. This is a REAL

pandemic. These are all relatively
young Americans either suddenly
dead, or very ill with the two most
common side effects of the COVID
vaccine (heart attacks and strokes).
Everything I have warned about
on my national radio show since the
first day of the vaccine has (sadly)
happened. The chickens have come
home to roost. The COVID vaccine
is dangerous and deadly. It is the
biggest disaster and failure in the
history of healthcare. It is a nonstop
death and injury machine.
I’ve personally compiled a
detailed list of studies released by
governments and medical authorities around the world that all point
to three absolute conclusions:
A) The COVID vaccine is a
horrible failure.
B) The COVID vaccine is dangerous and deadly.
C) Those who take two or more
vaccines are much more likely to
get COVID… to be hospitalized
with COVID… and to die from
COVID.
But it gets much worse. The
vaccinated are dropping like flies
from heart attacks, strokes, blood
clots, cancer, and being disabled by
a multitude of illness and disease.
Two of the latest credible studies
show…
—The COVID vaccine damages
and destroys the immune system
like a form of AIDS.
—91 percent of those in the UK
who have died of COVID this year
are triple or quadruple vaccinated:
Have you heard about these
studies in the mainstream media?
Why not?
Want to see all these credible

studies pointing to a COVID
vaccine disaster? I’ve compiled
the most extensive list of anyone,
anywhere. I’ll send it to anyone
who asks.
Now we come to my personal
story. It’s been only eight months
since I wed my beautiful bride Cindy Parker Root. And in that time,
people we know and love have been
dying and suffering deadly nonCOVID illness in huge numbers.
33 of them.
33 dead, or injured, crippled
or disabled in only eight months.
That’s a lot of friends and relatives.
That’s a “death cluster” that should
be investigated by scientists, MDs
and the CDC. That’s a story that
should garner media headlines. But
wait, there’s more…
All 33 were vaccinated.
It’s important to note, I’m a conservative talk show host who has
warned LOUDLY of the dangers
of the vaccine since day one. So,
my friends are overwhelmingly
conservative and unvaccinated too.
Yet the few friends I know who did
choose to vaccinate are almost all
dead or ill.
Just think about those percentages. The ranks of my few vaccinated
friends are decimated like a platoon
of Marines shredded by an enemy
ambush, who came home in body
bags.
Wait, here’s the clincher. Among
my friends and family who are
unvaccinated, not one of them has
died or been sick since my wedding
eight months ago.
Do you detect a pattern here?
Even Democrats have to notice a
pattern, right? Even Dr. Fauci has

to notice a pattern, right? Even Joe
Biden has to notice a pattern. Well
let’s not get carried away. Nursing
home patients with dementia can’t
be expected to understand simple
patterns.
Something is very wrong. Anyone can see it in the headlines every
day. Americans are dropping dead
at the highest rate in history. These
are all non-COVID deaths. These
are young working age Americans.
And I’m betting they all have one
thing in common: they’re vaccinated.
But in the end, nothing is more
telling than my personal story. Call
it a “vaccine death and disease
cluster.”
The media needs to report on
this disaster. The FDA and CDC
needs to admit it’s happening. The
vaccines must be stopped. But
instead, they’re doubling down.
Remarkably, they’re recommending COVID jabs for babies, toddlers
and teens.
This is either the biggest health
scam and cover-up in world history, or mass murder on a grand
scale. Or both.
*****
Wayne Allyn Root is known as
“the Conservative Warrior.” “The
Great Patriot Protest & Boycott
Book” is Wayne’s new #1 bestseller.
Wayne is a CEO, entrepreneur and
host of the nationally-syndicated
“Wayne Allyn Root: Raw & Unfiltered” aired daily in Las Vegas on
KMZQ, 670 AM from 3 p.m. to 7
p.m. and the “WAR RAW” podcast.
Read Wayne’s commentaries and
see his videos at ROOTforAmerica.
com

Wayne Allyn Root
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The images show how a deep blue strand of water snaking through the Nevada desert in
August 2000 has drastically receded and narrowed amid the parched landscape by July of
this year. Lake Mead and much of the Colorado River Basin are in the midst of a 22-year

drought. Water levels at Lake Mead — formed by the Hoover Dam — are at their lowest
levels since 1937, when the reservoir was being filled. As of July 18, the lake was at 27
percent capacity, according to the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation.

Dramatic NASA photos reveal Lake Mead
water levels at lowest point since 1937

By Nathan Solis
Los Angeles Times
Recent satellite images from
NASA show the dramatic water
loss that has occurred over the last
22 years at drought-stricken Lake
Mead, the nation’s largest reservoir
and a lifeline for California, neighboring states and Mexico.
The images show how a deep
blue strand of water snaking

through the Nevada desert in August 2000 has drastically receded
and narrowed amid the parched
landscape by July of this year. Lake
Mead and much of the Colorado
River Basin are in the midst of a
22-year drought.
Water levels at Lake Mead —
formed by the Hoover Dam — are
at their lowest levels since 1937,
when the reservoir was being filled.

Redwood Materials plans
to spend $3.5 Bil. making
EV battery essentials
(Reuters) — Redwood Materials, founded by former Tesla Inc
executive JB Straubel, said on
Monday it plans to spend $3.5 billion on a battery-materials factory
in northwest Nevada, confirming
an earlier report by the Wall Street
Journal.
The auto industry has been
ramping up production of electric
vehicles (EV) to meet a demand
surge, driving up orders for batteries and raw materials such as
lithium, cobalt, etc.
Five-year-old Redwood Materials is ramping up production of anode and cathode components to 100
gigawatt-hours by 2025, enough to
supply batteries for 1 million EVs
a year, then to 500 GWh by 2030,
enough to supply 5 million EVs a
year or more.
Redwood Materials, whose
partners include automaker Ford

Motor Co and EV battery maker
Panasonic Holdings Corp, is building a closed-loop battery ecosystem
aimed at lowering EV costs by
cutting dependence on imported
materials, while also reducing the
environmental impact.
The Nevada plant, under construction outside Reno, is expected
to be one of the first U.S. facilities
to produce key ingredients needed
to make batteries that power electric
vehicles, Redwood Materials said.
It expects to spend $3.5 billion
over 10 years on the plant and offer
more than 1,500 full-time jobs in
that time.
In May, Straubel said the company aimed to start production of
copper foil used for electric-vehicle
battery anodes at its Nevada facility
by the end of 2022, adding that
Panasonic Corp would be the first
customer for the anodes.

Nevada Lithium

(Continued from Page 1)
production of 21,000 tons. Calaway said ioneer is in talks now to sell most
of the remaining capacity in the United States.
U.S. officials earlier this year said they would zone off 910 acres near
the mine site to protect a rare flower known as Tiehm’s buckwheat.
The Center for Biological Diversity, an environmental group, said Ford
“needs to rethink this poor decision” to partner with ioneer and should
source the metal elsewhere because of concerns about the flower’s fate.

As of July 18, the lake was at 27
percent capacity, according to the
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation.
The drought has brought a
reduced snowpack, massive dust
storms, persistent wildfires and
vegetation that requires more water.
Climate change and accelerated
carbon emissions have exacerbated
the drought’s effects, which makes
it more difficult for reservoirs to
recharge, according to Michael
Cohen of the Pacific Institute.
The way people live in the West
is being threatened, he said.
“Our way of life is already
impacted,” Cohen said. “You can
certainly argue that people’s lives
are changing right now, because of
climate change. And a lot of climate
change just gets manifested in water, which means hotter, drier, less
water available.”
Severe water restrictions are in
place across the Western states as
reservoirs and other sources of water dwindle. Bureau of Reclamation
Commissioner Camille Calimlim
Touton said during a Senate hearing in Washington last month that
larger reductions in water usage are
needed to maintain reservoirs such
as Lake Mead and Lake Powell.
“A warmer, drier West is what
we are seeing today,” Touton told
the Senate Energy and Natural

Resources Committee. “And the
challenges we are seeing today are
unlike anything we have seen in
our history.”
Cohen said agencies that regulate water use and irrigation are
grappling with the effects of climate
change. He says those agencies
need to reach out to state and federal lawmakers to push for more
action on carbon emissions and
climate change, because reservoirs
will not be able to recharge.
“Because without that, we’re
not going to catch up. What people
associate with life in the West, it’s
just gonna go away,” Cohen said.
Lake Mead serves about 25 million people. Roughly 74 percent of
nine Western states are experiencing some form of drought, with 35
percent seeing “extreme drought,”
according to the U.S. Drought
Monitor.
Over the last several months,
the lake’s receding shoreline has
revealed sunken boats and human
remains, including a probable homicide victim.
Water levels at Lake Mead
dropped from 1,204 feet in June
2000 to 1,043 feet in June 2022,
according to federal data. The last
time the reservoir approached full
capacity was in the summer of 1983
and 1999, nearing 1,220 feet.

Projections from the Bureau of
Reclamation show that next summer could see a 20-foot reduction
in water at Lake Mead.
A white band of dried rock surrounds the lake like a bathtub ring
and tells a story of where the water
levels once reached. The exposed
lake bed reveals a sweeping pattern
of cracked mud baking in the sun,
mineralized areas of the shore that
were once underwater, now littered
with dead fish.
The latest satellite images confirm the alarms climate scientists
have sounded about climate change
and overuse of the Colorado River,
which feeds into Lake Mead. The
situation may present one of the
worst droughts in the West in the
last 1,200 years, according to climate data.
Nathan Solis is a Metro reporter covering breaking news at the
Los Angeles Times. He previously
worked for Courthouse News Service, where he wrote both breaking
news and enterprise stories ranging
from criminal justice to homelessness and politics. Before that, Solis
was at the Redding Record Searchlight as a multimedia journalist,
where he anchored coverage of the
destructive 2017 fires in Northern
California. Earlier in his career, he
worked for Eastsider L.A.

Rising costs hammering
local small businesses
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By Jeff Ecker
The Center Square
With soaring inflation and rising energy costs, small-business
owners are particularly hard-hit
during these difficult and uncertain economic times. Many small
businesses are already struggling to
recover from the pandemic. Rising
costs brought on by high gas prices
are simply not affordable.
For example, farmers and producers are passing on their higher
costs for fuel and fertilizer, and food
distributors are passing on their
transportation costs. Right now, the
restaurant industry is experiencing
some of the highest food costs in
recent history.
This is compounding the already
existing issue of labor expenses,
which are rising at an unsustainable rate. Restaurants have been
collapsing already, because of labor
costs. Many are having to borrow
money heavily to maintain lease
agreements as well. The barrage
of increased costs is crippling the
industry.
As a business owner and restaurant operator, I understand the
importance of thinking strategically
to be successful. Our country must
do the same to address our energy
crisis before it wipes out restaurants
and other small businesses across
the nation. Fortunately, the United
States is well-positioned to benefit
from our nation’s mix of renewable
and conventional energy sources,
making the adoption of a national
“all of the above” energy policy a
viable solution to reducing energy
costs.
Encouraging the responsible
production of oil and natural gas
offers an immediate solution to our
toughest energy challenges, and
President Joe Biden should look to
enact policies that encourage more

domestic energy production. In
fact, domestic oil and natural gas
sourced from places such as the
Gulf of Mexico are some of the
most socially and environmentally
responsible energy products in the
world.
There is no reason that our leaders should be going abroad to ask
other countries — many of whom
are hostile to our nation — to raise
their production when we can do so
here safely and cleanly.
President Biden could encourage more domestic production by
calling on the Department of the
Interior to issue a new plan guiding
domestic oil and gas production
for the next five years. The current
five-year offshore leasing program
expires at the end of this month.
Under normal circumstances,
a plan outlining the schedule for
new lease sales in the Gulf of
Mexico would have already been
put in place so that lease sales
would not cease between plans. But
even though we are facing record
costs and need more production
right now, the agency responsible
for preparing the plan is already
months behind schedule.
This unnecessary delay will re-

(Continued from Page 1)
president.
Frustrated with what they see
as weak messaging by national
party leaders on Biden’s policy
achievements, some Democratic
foot soldiers say the overturning
of Roe-v-Wade has thrown them a
political lifeline, a foot in the door
of voters otherwise disinclined
to listen to them because of high
inflation.
Party strategists and analysts
warn, however, that the issue of
abortion rights will likely not be
enough to save Democrats from
losing control of the U.S. House of
Representatives, and possibly the
Senate too.
Brian Stryker, a Democratic
pollster, said that while there has
been a shift of about three percentage points in national opinion
surveys toward Democrats since
the court’s ruling, “inflation is still
far and away voters’ top concern.”
Kyle Kondik, a non-partisan
political analyst at the University
of Virginia Center for Politics, said
he understood why Democrats had
moved quickly to focus on abortion
rights, “but it’s not clear to me it’s
moving the needle a ton.”
Lee’s district encompasses parts
of suburban Las Vegas, in a state
with one of the highest inflation
rates in the country at 14.9 percent.
Lee has spent months confronting
the issue in her swing district, frequently urging her party’s leaders in
Congress to do more to ease supply
chain problems and lower food and
gas prices.
But, now she is focusing on
abortion as much as the economy
because “as a woman I believe this
an issue that will galvanize women,” she told Reuters.
April Becker, Lee’s Republican
opponent, said in an interview that
Democrats like Lee were using
abortion as a way to “distract”
voters from their most pressing
concerns: the cost of food and gas.
“I don’t blame her for trying to
change the subject,” said Becker,
who opposes abortion except in
the cases of rape, incest and if the
mother’s life is in danger.
She said she has no plans to
try to overturn abortion rights
enshrined in Nevada under a 1990
referendum, and said she does not
support a federal abortion ban,
which many Republicans in Congress support.
Democratic volunteers, activists

and women’s rights groups in Lee’s
district say the Supreme Court’s
decision has energized them as they
try to stop a Republican blowout
this November.
Local Democratic clubs in the
Las Vegas area have seen a surge in
membership, club leaders told Reuters. Deidre Radford, co-president
of the Red Rock Democratic Club,
said friends normally uninterested
in politics have contacted her asking to work on phone banks and
text campaigns for Lee and other
Democrats.
Radford is holding a “Roe, Roe,
Roe Your Vote” event on July 27,
and membership of her club has
increased from about 150 to nearly
190 because of the abortion issue,
she said.
A rally to protest the ruling on
the day it was announced was organized in just three hours, rather
than the weeks it usually takes such
protests, said Sue Burtch, co-executive director of the Nevada National
Organization for Women.
“The Supreme Court did us a
favor and gave us a talking point,”
Burtch said.
Often voters are so allergic to
partisan politics they don’t want to
engage, but the ending of federal
abortion rights cuts through that. It
gave volunteers on the ground an
opening to approach voters with a
real-world event that could impact
their families, Burtch said.
Some activists interviewed expressed frustration with Democratic
leaders over the Supreme Court
ruling, saying they have been too
timid on the issue in the face of Republican assaults on abortion rights.
“Democratic messaging has
been all over the place. It’s been
soft. Republicans are really good
at messaging,” Burtch said.
Lee bristled when asked about
the frustration expressed by Burtch
and other activists.
“They should be pissed off at
Republicans,” she said.
Some of the eight on-the-ground
Democrat workers and abortion
activists who talked to Reuters
conceded that surging inflation is
still a big problem for Democrats,
and that the abortion issue may not
be enough keep Congress in Democrats’ hands.
“Everyone feels the pinch at
the gas pump, the bite every time
you go to the grocery store,” said
Lani Paz, head of the Southwest
Democratic Club.

Susie Lee

sult in no new lease sales for sixteen
months or more. The uncertainty

over future supply is certain to have
an impact on pricing for energy
consumers such as restaurants and
small businesses. Prices will rise
because of this delay, and we will
all feel the impact.
By promptly renewing the fiveyear plan for offshore leasing,
President Biden will send a strong
message that he understands the
pressures facing America’s restaurateurs and small businesses. In
adopting an “all of the above” energy policy that includes a portfolio
of clean and conventional resources, the president can help reduce
costs, promote national security
and offer a smoother transition to
renewable energy sources.

America must continue to diversify its energy portfolio, but we
must be realistic and do our best
to limit the financial hardship that
rising energy prices are causing
today. President Biden should do
what is right for small businesses
and consumers across America
and renew our nation’s fiveyear offshore leasing program,
ensuring that America can again
continue to meet its energy needs
affordably for years to come.
*****
Jeff Ecker is president of Restaurant Consultants of Las Vegas,
which operates Paymon’s Fresh
Kitchen, Paymon’s Lounge and
Paymon’s Ultra Lounge.

By Cole Lauterbach
The Center Square
Nevada Attorney General Aaron Ford is attaching the state to
an agreement recovering tens-ofmillions of dollars for active-duty
service members and veterans
defrauded by a national jewelry
retailer.
Hauppauge, New York-based
Harris Jewelry entered into a consent agreement tied to deceptive
marketing tactics that lured thousands of servicemembers into its
financing program under the guise
that it would improve the buyers’
credit ratings.
Ford said in a Wednesday news
release that service members were
instead lured into high-interest
loans on poor-quality jewelry. The
program was dubbed “Operation
Teddy Bear” after the stuffed animals dressed in military uniforms
Harris used in marketing their
charitable donations.
“Today’s agreement should
stand as an example of what will

happen to businesses who defraud
our citizens and our servicemembers,” Ford said. “Harris Jewelry
specifically targeted our servicemembers — men and women who
defend our country — and defrauded them out of millions. I am proud
to say that they have been brought
to justice.”
Harris has agreed to forgive $21
million in outstanding debt held by
13,426 servicemembers and refund
$12.8 million to more than 46,000
that paid for protection plans. The
agreement also requires the jeweler
to vacate 112 judgments against
consumers over $115,000 in debt.

Ford said 48 Nevada consumers would see $66,348.91 in debt
forgiven. Another 173 Nevada
consumers who bought a Lifetime
Jewelry Watch and Protection Plan
since Jan.1, 2014, can apply for restitution from a total of $46,670.64.
Nevada joins New York, California, Connecticut, Delaware,
Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho,
Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana,
Maryland, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Virginia and Washington
in the suit. An independent monitor
has been assigned in the case that
will notify servicemembers and
veterans that may be eligible.

Nevada joins $34M Harris Jewelry
military debt forgiveness suit

Stavros ANTHONY
for Lieutenant Governor

As Lieutenant Governor, Stavros Anthony will
focus on economic development with an emphasis
on small business, public safety across the state
and safe communities, promoting and advancing
tourism, and oversight of the Nevada State Senate.
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Nevada-based abortion pill maker claims that
Mississippi law is unlawful ‘de facto ban’ on drug

By Brendan Pierson
(Reuters) — The maker of a drug used in
medication abortions has sought to expand
its 2020 lawsuit challenging Mississippi’s
restrictions on that procedure to target the
state’s “trigger law” banning nearly all abortions that went into effect following the U.S.
Supreme Court’s reversal of its landmark
1973 Roe v. Wade ruling protecting abortion
rights nationwide.
In a motion ﬁled on Thursday in federal
court in Jackson seeking permission to ﬁle a
new complaint in the case, GenBioPro Inc
said the trigger law amounted to a “de facto
ban” on the drug mifepristone even in cases
of rape reported to the police or life-threatening conditions, where Mississippi law allows
exceptions.
The Nevada-based company claims the
state cannot impose any restrictions on the
drug beyond those imposed by the U.S.
Food and Drug Administration, which has
approved it for use up to 10 weeks of pregnancy to induce abortion in combination
with another drug. GenBioPro has cited the
doctrine of preemption, under which federal
law generally takes precedence over state law

when the two conﬂict.
The ofﬁce of Mississippi Attorney General
Lynn Fitch did not immediately respond to a
request for comment.
GenBioPro, which makes a generic version of mifepristone, ﬁrst sued Mississippi

in October 2020 seeking to invalidate parts
of a 2013 state law restricting the use of
mifepristone.
Its proposed amended lawsuit goes further, asking the court to stop Mississippi
from restricting mifepristone sales under the

new law. It said the law effectively makes
it impossible to sell the drug even in cases
where it may be legal because providers will
be strongly disincentivized from prescribing
the drug, noting that the only abortion clinic
where a brand-name version of the drug had
previously been available had closed.
Mississippi said in an earlier court ﬁling
that the Supreme Court’s June 24 ruling in
Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health gave the
state broad authority to restrict abortion,
including medication abortion.
President Joe Biden, a Democrat, has said
that his administration would seek to block
states from banning mifepristone.
However, it is not clear whether the
administration will support GenBioPro’s
case against Mississippi. The U.S. Justice
Department declined to comment on Friday.
The case is GenBioPro Inc v. Dobbs, U.S.
District Court, Northern District of Mississippi, No. 3:20-cv-00652.
*****
Brendan Pierson reports on product liability litigation and on all areas of health care
law. He can be reached at brendan.pierson@
thomsonreuters.com.

Congressional Hispanic Caucus backs Nevada’s
bid to host ﬁrst Democratic presidential primary

By Julia Mueller
The Hill
The campaign wing of the Congressional
Hispanic Caucus (CHC) backed Nevada last
week in its bid to host the ﬁrst-in-the-nation
Democratic presidential primary in 2024.
If the application now before the Democratic National Committee (DNC) is successful, Nevada would replace New Hampshire
as the state with the earliest primary in the
presidential election cycle.
The CHC Bold PAC, a group aimed at
increasing diversity in Congress, says an
early primary in Nevada would expand the
representation of Latino voters.
“The presidential primary calendar should
start with a state that looks like America,

reﬂects our party’s priorities, and embodies
our nation’s rich diversity,” wrote CHC
Bold PAC Chairman Ruben Gallego and
CHC Bold PAC member Dr. Raul Ruiz in a
statement accompanying the endorsement.
With an early primary, the growing Latino
and Asian American populations in the state
will “demand future presidential candidates
spend more time and invest more resources”
in talking to critical voter groups early in the
cycle, Gallego and Ruiz continued.
“This type of early engagement will put
Democrats in a much stronger position to win
in November as a result.”
The DNC is in the middle of reshufﬂing
which states will hold early primaries, with
a ﬁnal decision expected in August.

Nevada can lead the nation on economic revitalization

By Brian Sandoval
and Ro Khanna
Nevada Independent
Nevada’s economy was hit hard
by the COVID-19 pandemic. The
state’s key industries — tourism,
gaming, and entertainment — were
affected most. Nevada’s economy
is rebounding strong, but the pandemic highlighted how critical it
is to diversify the state’s economy
and create new employment opportunities.
Nevadans must have access to
good-paying technology-driven
jobs and opportunities.
By decentralizing digital jobs
currently concentrated in places

like Silicon Valley, we can revitalize Nevada’s economy and ensure
that everyone can benefit from
the digital economy. We need a

development strategy that fosters
technology development initiatives,
including the next generation of
manufacturing, and invests in

District Judge Denise Casper on
Oct. 27.
Crater’s lawyer, Scott Lopez of
Lawson & Weitzen, did not respond
to a request for comment. He has
said Crater did nothing wrong and
that investors and purchasers of My
Big Coin were well aware of the
risks inherent in virtual currencies.
“Failing to launch a successful
start-up, particularly in the volatile
world of cryptocurrency, the evidence will show is not a crime,”
Lopez said in his opening statement

on July 12.
Federal prosecutors secured
Crater’s indictment in 2019, a year
after the CFTC sued him, amid
rising concerns about fraud in the
cryptocurrency space.
More than 46,000 people reported losing over $1 billion in cryptocurrency scams from January 2021
through March 2022, the Federal
Trade Commission said in June,
a number the agency said likely
reﬂected a vast undercount.
Prosecutors said Crater from
2014 to 2017 defrauded investors
and customers by falsely claiming
that My Big Coin was backed by
$300 million in gold and could
be bought and sold on a virtual
exchange.
Assistant U.S. Attorney Christopher Markham told jurors in his
opening statement at trial that those
claims were “made up,” as were
Crater’s representations about a
partnership with MasterCard.
The name of his virtual currency,

workers.
Nevada is an excellent, logical growth location for the tech
industry. In Northern Nevada,
technology and manufacturing
comprised more than 60 percent
of all companies that relocated
and expanded to the region in the
past two years, according to the
Economic Development Authority
of Western Nevada (EDAWN). In
Southern Nevada, the most recent
Las Vegas Global Economic Alliance “Workforce Blueprint” listed
the “Top 20 In Demand” occupations for the region, with the top
two being “Software Developers,
Applications” and “Software De-

velopers, Systems Software.” The
tech industry as an opportunity for
economic development for Nevada.
New jobs will require a pipeline of skilled workers ready to
meet these employment demands.
Developing this pipeline offers
an opportunity to thousands of
workers in the state who lost their
jobs due to the pandemic, largely
concentrated in service industries.
Success will entail building out
extensive infrastructure to support
training programs that can equip
workers with the skills they need
to succeed.
We are working together to plant
(See Revitalization, Page 6)

My Big Coin, sounded similar to
the widely popular virtual currency
bitcoin. Yet Markham said My Big
Coin “was not even a real cryptocurrency” like bitcoin as it lacked a
blockchain tracing the transactions.
All told, 40 people were defrauded out of $6 million, money Crater
used on cars, jewelry, artwork and
antique coins, prosecutors said.
Lopez countered that Crater’s
statements reﬂected real plans that

simply did not come to fruition for
his cryptocurrency company, which
he hoped would solve banking challenges for marijuana businesses.
The case is U.S. v. Crater, U.S.
District Court, District of Massachusetts, No. 19-cr-10063.
*****
Nate Raymond reports on the
federal judiciary and litigation. He
can be reached at nate.raymond@
thomsonreuters.com.

“My Big Coin” virtual currency ﬁrm founder convicted of fraud
By Nate Raymond
(Reuters) — The founder of a
defunct cryptocurrency business
was convicted on Thursday of
charges that he defrauded investors
and customers out of millions of
dollars through lies and false claims
that its virtual currency My Big
Coin was backed by $300 million
in gold.
A federal jury in Boston found
Randall Crater, 51, guilty of committing wire fraud and making
unlawful monetary transactions
in a prosecution that spilled out
of a precedent-setting case by the
U.S. Commodity Futures Trading
Commission.
The CFTC’s lawsuit against
Crater and his failed company,
Nevada-based My Big Coin Inc,
led to one of the ﬁrst court rulings
holding that a virtual currency
could be considered a commodity
within the regulator’s jurisdiction.
The East Hampton, New York,
resident faces sentencing by U.S.
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Hunter Biden’s failure to register
as foreign agent could mean prison

By Amy Furr
Breitbart News
Hunter Biden reportedly did not register as
a foreign agent while making business deals
overseas, according to the New York Post.
Experts said recently it was a possible
crime that could result in him being sent to
prison.
The report noted Biden was registered as a
lobbyist for domestic interests but not under
the Foreign Agents Registration Act (FARA).
In addition, Biden could reportedly face
charges regarding tax violations and lying
about illegally buying a firearm.
Breitbart News reported Wednesday:
The probe, which has been ongoing for
years and debated for months among Justice
Department officials, also centers on the
Biden family’s foreign business schemes
while Joe Biden was vice president. During

those years, Hunter routinely met with Joe
Biden about 30 times at either the White
House or the vice president’s residences at
the Naval Observatory, Hunter’s laptop from
hell revealed.
Meanwhile, George Washington University Law Professor Jonathan Turley addressed
the FARA issue, saying, “recent disclosures
of additional foreign contacts has only
strengthened what was already a strong case.”
“Indeed, in the last few weeks, the compelling basis for a FARA charge has becomes
unassailable and undeniable,” Turley said.
Hunter reportedly met with the Crown
Prince of Yugoslavia and his wife in 2015,
and the couple apparently asked him to approach his father with a request for money to
help fix up their palace located in Belgrade.
“If Hunter relayed the request for US
government assistance then that would be

a FARA registrable event,” Craig Engle, a
FARA expert who leads the political law
practice at Arent Fox Schiff, stated.
In April, Breitbart News senior contributor
and Government Accountability Institute
(GAI) President Peter Schweizer said President Joe Biden was at the center of Hunter’s
legal woes.
The author of Red-Handed: How American Elites Get Rich Helping China Win,
explained, “This started out as a Hunter Biden
story and is now with Joe Biden story. He
is at the center. He is the planet which the
moons in the family Hunter Biden and James
Biden revolve.”
Earlier this month, Breitbart News reported President Biden played a part in his
family’s business dealings approximately
13 times during a period of nine years and
detailed those incidents.

‘Soviet-style propaganda’: Republicans rip the Biden White
house for redefining ‘recession’ amid economic contraction

By Joshua Klein
Breitbart News
Republican officials in the
House and Senate ripped into the
Biden administration after it attempted to redefine what constitutes
a recession while concerns mount
about a significant decline in economic activity this year.
On Thursday, ahead of a potentially negative GDP report expected
later this week — the annualized
economic growth rate shrank by 1.6
percent in the first quarter of this
year and appears to have contracted
even more in the second — a White
House blog post attempted to redefine the term “recession.”
“While some maintain that two
consecutive quarters of falling real
GDP constitute a recession, that is
neither the official definition nor the
way economists evaluate the state
of the business cycle,” it reads, concluding that it is “unlikely that the
decline in GDP in the first quarter
of this year — even if followed by
another GDP decline in the second

quarter — indicates a recession.”
In addition, White House National Economic Council director
Brian Deese claimed that a second
consecutive quarter of negative

(Continued from Page 5)
the seeds of success. Earlier this
year, we collaborated to form a partnership between Google and UNR.
Google will provide more than 30
undergraduate students with 18
months of technical training at no
cost, a five-thousand-dollar stipend,
and mentorship opportunities with
employees. Students will come
away with new technical skills and
access to jobs, internships, and
apprenticeships with Google and
other top companies.
The Google initiative is small,
but important because it helps
establish a roadmap for similar
programs that can be developed
in the future. We are exploring
expanding it to rural communities
like Elko, Nevada, where Great
Basin College’s main campus is
located. Nevada should scale these
types of public-private partnerships
with companies like Amazon,
Panasonic, Tesla, and Switch that
already have an economic presence
in the state.
Nevada is especially well
equipped to scale-up its workforce
development in the industries of
tomorrow. With three Land Grant
higher education institutions —
UNLV, UNR and Desert Research
Institute — it has the unique capacity to direct state and federal support into providing state-of-the-art
technical education to Nevadans
in all three of the state’s regions
at low cost. We also need a bold
federal technology program that
funds credentialing programs and

boot camps offered through schools
and universities to get students the
jobs of the future.
These programs have the potential to be transformational for
students, but they are not a magic
bullet and not every Nevadan is a
student. We need new and creative
federal policies to further develop
and maintain the industries of the
future in Nevada. Congress must
pass the America COMPETES
Act to invest in technology, create
millions of jobs, and ensure we remain the world’s leader in the 21st
century. This would be the largest
investment since the Kennedy years
in science and technology and
it focuses on key manufacturing
areas like microchips and lithium
processing and industries of the
future such as artificial intelligence
and renewable energy.
The bill will establish tech hubs
across the country to accelerate
research, grow businesses, attract
investments, and energize local
economies. They should first be
established in promising locations
like Henderson and Storey County
and then expand over time. These
hubs would be administered by the
Commerce Department working
with top scientists and business
leaders and help establish technical
facilities, STEM education, data
infrastructure and career training
centered around regional assets.
Nevada must also undertake
additional economic development
efforts simultaneously to ensure the
economic recovery is well-rounded

Revitalization
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GDP growth was technically “not
a recession.”
In response, Republicans took
to Twitter to rip the Biden team
for seeking to redefine what a re-

cession is.
“Soviet-style propaganda from
the Biden White House,” Rep.
Andy Biggs (R-AZ) wrote. “Redefining recession is not a solution to
get our country out of one.”
“You can’t message your way
out of a recession!” Rep. Jim Banks
(R-IN) exclaimed.
“The Biden Administration’s
top economic priority appears to
be changing the definition of a
recession,” Sen. Tom Cotton (RAR) wrote.
“The left tried to redefine ‘woman.’ Now they’re trying to redefine
‘recession,’” Sen. Marsha Blackburn (R-TN) wrote.
“Changing the definition of a
recession does not take away the
pain @POTUS‘s economy is inflicting on the American people,”
Sen. Roger Wicker (R-MS) wrote.
“There are very real actions
we can take to reverse course and
get our economy back on track.
Attempting to redefine ‘recession’
is not one of them,” Sen. Jim Risch

(R-ID) wrote.
“The Biden Administration is
trying to redefine what a ‘recession’
is to cover up the President’s failing
policies,” Rep. Claudia Tenney (RNY) wrote.
“But no matter how hard he tries,
Joe Biden cannot change reality!”
she added.
“They can change the definition
of ‘recession’ all they want,” Rep.
Jim Jordan (R-OH) wrote. “But the
American people know.”
“First, Democrats change the
definition of ‘woman.’ Now, they
change the definition of ‘recession.’
What’s next? Changing the definition of ‘definition’ ?” the GOP
House Judiciary tweeted.
“Nobody is buying this White
House’s sudden redefinition of what
a ‘recession’ is,” Rep. Darrell Issa
(R-CA) wrote.
“Biden’s policies caused our
economic crisis and his team is
desperate to avoid accountability,”
he added. “It won’t work.”
(See Propaganda, Page 7)

and stable. This includes streamlining the process for aid and oversight
over small businesses, which make
up ninety nine percent of all businesses in the state and expanding
Nevada’s manufacturing exports.
Northern and Southern Nevada are
already hubs for urban transportation research and manufacturing
and have the potential to become
global leaders in this field. More
broadly, it means increasing healthcare capacity to help Nevada better

recover from the pandemic and
prepare the state in the event of a
future public health crisis.
Nevada has a lot already going
for it and was ranked the number
one state for economic momentum.
Now, it’s time to make sure this is
sustainable growth that will bring
lasting economic prosperity to the
Silver State. Fostering tech and
next generation manufacturing
opportunities and securing federal
investment will help Nevada di-

versify its economy, create better
opportunities for its residents, and
bring new talent to the technology
industry.
*****
Brian Sandoval is the president
of UNR. He served as Nevada’s
28th governor from 2011-2019.
Rep. Ro Khanna (D-CA) represents
California’s 17th Congressional
District, located in the heart of
Silicon Valley. He is serving his
third term.
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Trump tiptoes closer to new
White House run in DC address
July 27-August 2, 2022 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / Page 7

By Brett Samuels
The Hill
Former President Trump on Tuesday returned to Washington, D.C., for the first time
since he departed the White House under a
cloud of controversy, teasing out a vision
for a Republican controlled government as
he nears a decision on running for president
again in 2024.
“This November the people are going to
vote to stop the destruction of our country,
and they’re going to vote to rescue America’s
future,” Trump said. “I’m here before you
to begin to talk about what we must do to
achieve that future when we win a triumphant
victory in 2022 and when a Republican president takes back the White House in 2024,
which I strongly believe will happen.”
Trump smiled as the crowd applauded.
But one of his largest applause lines of the
afternoon came later, when he tip-toed closer
to signaling his intentions for another White
House bid.
Trump claimed he had won “a second
time,” referring to the 2020 election that he
lost to President Biden.
“That’s going to be a story for a long time,
what a disgrace it was, but we may just have
to do it again. We have to straighten out our
country,” Trump said, eliciting loud cheers.
Tuesday’s appearance was billed as a
policy focused speech to cap off a two-day
summit hosted by the America First Policy
Institute, a think tank founded by former
Trump administration officials.
Trump’s remarks started out on script
as he laid out a series of proposals to curb
crime, such as imposing the death penalty
for drug dealers and relocating scores of
homeless Americans. He also touched on
immigration, the economy and culture war
issues like blocking transgender athletes from

competing in women’s athletics.
But by the end of Trump’s 90-minute remarks, it resembled something similar to his
2020 campaign trail speeches. Trump railed
against the Russia investigation that marked
the early days of his presidency, he dinged Dr.
Anthony Fauci for his pandemic recommendations, he mocked the appearance of Rep.
Adam Schiff (D-Calif.) and he bemoaned
that he was impeached in 2019 “over a phone
call” with the Ukrainian president.
Still, the speech was well received as
Trump spoke to a friendly crowd of former
administration officials and GOP lawmakers
that included House Minority Leader Kevin
McCarthy (R-Calif.) and Kellyanne Conway,
both of whom Trump recognized by name.
Toward the end of his speech, Trump accused his critics of attacking him “so I cannot
go back to work for you,” a comment that
triggered chants of “four more years” from
the audience.

Trump has openly teased the possibility of
running for president again in 2024. Sources
said aides have raised the idea of announcing
as early as this summer. Trump told New York
Magazine in a recent interview that he has all
but decided on whether to run, but that he is
unsure whether it would be best to announce
before or after November’s midterms.
Some Republican lawmakers have publicly suggested it would be best for the party if
Trump waited until after the midterm election, expressing concerns that an early entry
into the 2024 race would then make the November elections a referendum on Trump and
drive up turnout among Democratic voters.
Trump’s viability as a leader of the party
has been thrown into question at least for the
moment as a House committee investigating
the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol spotlights the former president’s role in spreading
falsehoods about the 2020 election, encouraging his supporters to come to the Capitol
and then doing nothing for hours to quell
the violence.
Polling has shown majorities believe
Trump bears responsibility for the Jan. 6
attacks. And more recent polls have indicated at least some of the Republican Party is
willing to move on from Trump in favor of
an alternative candidate in 2024.
A New York Times/Siena College poll
released earlier this month found 49 percent
of GOP primary voters said they would back
Trump in a hypothetical matchup against five
other potential candidates, including former
Vice President Mike Pence, Florida Gov. Ron
DeSantis (R), former South Carolina Gov.
Nikki Haley and former Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo.
The same poll showed President Biden’s
approval rating sitting at 33 percent. But
it also showed Biden leading Trump in a

hypothetical 2024 rematch, 44 percent to
41 percent.
That point has fueled reluctance among
some Republicans to embrace a third Trump
White House campaign, with some instead
looking for an alternative candidate to carry
the torch of Trump’s agenda.
Pence, speaking in Washington, D.C.,
earlier Wednesday, repeatedly called for
conservatives to focus on a forward-looking
message that could garner support from a
broad swath of voters. When one attendee at
the conference for young conservatives asked
about a perceived break with Trump, Pence
walked a careful tightrope.
“I don’t know that the president and I
differ on issues. But we may differ on focus,”
Pence said after rattling off a list of accomplishments from the last administration.
“I truly do believe that elections are about
the future, and that it’s absolutely essential at
a time when so many Americans are hurting,
so many families are struggling, that we don’t
give way to the temptation to look back,”
Pence said.
Trump, meanwhile, will remain a prominent presence in Republican politics regardless of when he announces his 2024
intentions. He has been campaigning in
primary races for candidates, oftentimes
those who have embraced his lies about the
2020 election.
And the president indicated in Tuesday’s
speech that he would continue to outline his
vision for a country under GOP control after
the midterms and beyond.
“While I have focused on public safety
today, there is much more to the America first
agenda as you all know very well looking into
the future, and I look forward to laying out
many more details in the weeks and months to
come,” Trump said. “It’s just the beginning.”

Jill Biden press secretary suddenly resigns
The Horn editorial team
(HORN NEWS) —This summer, the White House has been
seeing a wave of resignations.
In May, Jen Psaki resigned as
White House press secretary to host
a program on MSNBC. Amanda
Finney — Psaki’s chief of staff —
quit soon afterward, as did White
House communications director
Kate Bedingfield.
Now, First Lady Jill Biden —
after some gaffes and popularity
problems — is watching an essential staffer leave the White House.
The first lady’s press secretary,
Michael LaRosa, is quitting the
White House, an official told CNN

on Tuesday.
Biden herself confirmed LaRosa’s departure shortly afterward.
“For nearly three years, from the
campaign to the White House, Michael has brought an encyclopedic

By Charlie Spiering
Breitbart News
CLAIM: Dr. Anthony Fauci
claimed he never advised the president to call for a public shutdown
to help fight the coronavirus.
“First of all, I didn’t recommend
locking anything down, you’re
asking me questions, you’re talking
about — the CDC’s the public
agency that uses their epidemiologists and their science-based
approach to make recommendations,” Fauci said in an interview

(Continued from Page 6)
“When the vaccines failed to
prevent infection, they redefined
vaccination. When the economy
fails to grow, they redefine recession,” Rep. Thomas Massie (R-KY)
wrote.
“If the press allows Biden to
change the definition of ‘recession’
to gaslight the American people,
then we know the media is irredeemably corrupt and partisan,”
Rep. Mary Miller (R-IL) wrote.
“A major test for the so-called ‘fact
checkers!’”
“Instead of being honest with
the American people and admitting

knowledge of politics and media
to my team as my spokesperson
and adviser,” the first lady told
CNN. “On a small team, loyalty
and friendship are lifelong — we
will miss Michael. However, we
are excited for him to begin a new
chapter in his career.”
LaRosa became Jill Biden’s
chief spokesperson in November
2019 amid Joe Biden’s campaign
for president. Finally, he landed in
Biden’s White House as “Special
Assistant to the President and Press
Secretary to the First Lady of the
United States,” according to his
LinkedIn profile.
Before entering politics, LaRosa

worked as a producer for MSNBC’s Chris Matthews until 2017…
around the time of the MSNBC host
was ousted over misconduct.
After leaving MSNBC, LaRosa
found work on Capitol Hill. He
worked as communications director for the Senate and a policy
communicator for House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi.
Now, LaRosa is set to become a
manager at a public relations firm
in Washington, CNN reported. He
has not updated his LinkedIn profile
to reflect the resignation.
An official told CNN that the
White House had received notice of
LaRosa’s departure several weeks

earlier. However, he or she also
said that the White House has yet
to choose a replacement.
Of course, La Rosa is leaving
Biden’s communication department
amid some P.R. problems for the
first lady.
Earlier this month the first lady
apologized for comparing Hispanic
Americans to breakfast tacos.
She has also struggled to find
a central message. First she was
focusing on military families. Then
she was focusing on education.
Like the president, the first lady
has seen a drop in her approval
ratings. LaRosa, it seems, has had
enough.

on Monday on the Hill’s “Rising”
show after host Batya Ungar-Sargon asked him if he still supported
the idea of shutting down schools.
VERDICT: FALSE. Fauci is on
the record recalling publicly that he
advised President Donald Trump to
shut down the country to slow the
spread of the coronavirus.
“When it became clear that
we had community spread in the
country … I recommended to the
president that we shut the country
down. That was a very difficult

decision, because I knew it would
have serious economic consequenc-

es, which it did,” Fauci said during
a conversation in October 2020
with Holy Cross students.
“There was no way to stop the
explosive spread that we knew
would occur if we didn’t do that,”
Fauci said during his October 2020
conversation. “And unfortunately,
since we actually did not shut down
completely—the way China did,
the way Korea did, the way Taiwan
did—we actually did see spread
even though we shut down.”
During his interview with “Ris-

ing” on Monday, Fauci also indicated he would have supported more
shutdowns, because of the rapid
spread of the virus.
“Had we known back then the
insidious nature of spread in the
community, there would have been
much more of an alarm and there
would have been much much more
stringent restrictions in the sense
of very very heavy encouraging
people to wear masks, physical
distancing and what have you,”
he said.

their policies caused a recession,
Biden and Harris are REDEFINING THE WORD!” Miller wrote
in another tweet.
“This is creepy Orwellian behavior & the entire media MUST
call them out for this!” she added.
“If we weren’t in a recession,
the White House wouldn’t be redefining the word ‘recession’ on
their website,” Rep. Lauren Boebert
(R-CO) wrote.
“This administration has a habit
of changing definitions!” Rep. Buddy Carter (R-GA) wrote.
“What is a woman? What is a
recession? What is a reasonable

price to pay for gas?” he asked.
“The White House claims two
straight quarters of negative GDP
growth doesn’t indicate a recession
is looming,” Rep. Andrew Clyde
(R-GA) wrote.
“They also told us inflation
would be ‘transitory,’” he added.
“While the majority of Americans already think we are in a recession, the White House and Democrats are scrambling to redefine the
term ‘recession’ to avoid admitting
what the American people already
know,” Rep. Barry Loudermilk
(R-GA) wrote, attaching an “#OutOfTouch“ hashtag.

“In true Soviet fashion, the
White House has decided to change
the definition of a recession right
before the coming GDP numbers
are expected to show we are in
one,” Rep. Gary Palmer (R-AL)
wrote.
“Two things the Biden administration cannot answer: What is a
woman? What is a recession?” Rep.
Virginia Foxx (R-NC) wrote.
On Monday, Deese argued that
the “technical definition” of recession “considers a much broader
spectrum of data points.”
He also emphasized the need
to look ahead rather than focus

on “technical debates about backward-looking data.”
On Sunday, Treasury Secretary
Janet Yellen said the U.S. economy
was not in recession. Admitting the
economy is “slowing down,” Yellen
stressed that the labor market is
currently “extremely strong.”
These statements come as most
adult Americans believe the United
States is “currently in an economic
recession,” according to an Economist/YouGov poll, and as President Biden’s economic approval
rating has plummeted to a new
low, according to a recent CNBC
All-America Economic survey.

Anthony Fauci falsely claims that he never
recommended shutdowns to fight Coronavirus
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Same-sex marriage debate
poses problems for Republicans
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By Alexander Bolton
The Hill
A proposal to protect same-sex marriages
through federal law is turning into a political
liability for Senate Republicans who would
rather talk about inflation and gas prices than
a hot-button social issue that could provoke
a backlash from their party’s base.
Making matters worse for Senate Republicans, a bill to repeal the Defense of Marriage
Act and require states to recognize same-sex
marriages passed the House with 47 GOP
votes, giving it strong bipartisan momentum.
It’s a tough vote for many Senate Republicans because while a recent Gallup poll
shows broad public support for recognizing
same-sex marriage, there’s strong support
among social conservatives for defining
marriage as the union between one man and
one woman.
If the issue comes to the Senate floor, Senate Republicans will have to decide whether
to risk alienating moderate voters or picking
a fight with their own base.
Sen. Ron Johnson (Wis.), the Senate’s
most vulnerable Republican incumbent,
announced Thursday that he would vote for
the House-passed bill.
Johnson accused Democrats of playing
politics but told The Milwaukee Journal
Sentinel, “should it come before the Senate,
I see no reason to oppose it.”
Johnson faces a tough race in a state that
President Biden narrowly won the 2020
election.
His home-state colleague, Sen. Tammy
Baldwin (D-Wis.), is also the lead sponsor of
the Senate bill to protect same-sex marriage.
Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee Chairman Gary Peters (Mich.) predicted that Republicans would pay a political
price in the midterms if they block legislation
to protect same-sex and interracial marriages.
“Clearly a large majority of Americans
believe this is where we should be,” he said,
warning that if Republicans derail the Respect for Marriage Act, it “adds to the narrative” that they are allied with the conservative
Supreme Court.
“We’ve got Republicans that are taking
reproductive freedom rights from women,
they’re taking rights away from other individuals, and so that’s not going to bode well
come election time,” he said, citing the Supreme Court’s decision in Dobbs v. Jackson,
which struck down abortion rights.
Peters said fear and anger over losing

abortion and other rights will motivate young
voters in November.
“When they see Republicans taking rights
away, when you think about marriage rights
for people, it’s a huge issue for young people,” he said. “They believe it’s a fundamental
human right that should be protected.”
Gallup’s annual values and beliefs poll,
conducted in May, showed that 71 percent
of Americans say they support legal samesex marriage.
Other potential “yes” votes in the Senate
GOP caucus are avoiding the issue.
Sen. Bill Cassidy (R-La.) vented his frustration over the issue Thursday when asked
whether he would consider voting for the
House bill, which would also offer federal
protection to interracial marriage.
“Isn’t it amazing how they totally tossed
that out there to distract you guys? You’re not
talking about inflation, the crime, the border
or the chips [bill],” Cassidy said, accusing
Democrats of trying to shift attention away
from the economy and other issues.
“It is such a ploy to distract the press from
the issues before us. I refuse to answer the
question,” he said.
Sen. Shelley Moore Capito (W.Va.), another potential Republican “yes” vote, said
Thursday she still hasn’t reached a decision.
“I’ve thought about it but I haven’t made
any decision,” she said.

Sens. Lisa Murkowski (Alaska), Roy
Blunt (Mo.), Joni Ernst (Iowa), Pat Toomey
(Pa.), Ben Sasse (Neb.), Mitt Romney (Utah),
Mike Rounds (S.D.) and Todd Young (Ind.),
are viewed as potential GOP supporters of
the bill and won’t yet say how they will vote.
Johnson’s statement that he will vote for
the bill, however, puts pressure on his GOP
colleagues to do the same. He is one of the
most conservative and pro-Trump members
of the Senate GOP conference.
Romney is under pressure to vote for the
legislation after all four Republican members
of Utah’s House delegation — Reps. Blake
Moore, Chris Stewart, John Curtis and Burgess Owens — voted yes on Tuesday.
Romney, however, told The Hill: “I’ll
make my own decision.”
Vin Weber, a Republican strategist, said
Senate Republicans are lagging national sentiment on same-sex marriage and predicted
there won’t be serious repercussions if they
vote to protect it.
“It is a less difficult issue than they think
it is but I understand it’s a difficult issue
because there’s a portion of the Republican
base that is strongly opposed to same-sex
marriage. In my view, same-sex marriage is
an accepted part of American life and it’s not
going to be changed,” he said.
“But there are people who remain opposed
mainly out of religious conviction and they

have voices in the Republican Party,” he
added. “My own feeling is that Republicans
are over-responding to that voice.”
Weber said public views of gay and
lesbian rights and same-sex marriage have
“transformed radically” across the nation
since Congress passed the Defense of Marriage Act in 1996.
That bill defined marriage as the union
of one man and one woman and allowed
states not to recognize same-sex marriages
performed in other states. Then-President
Clinton signed it into law after the Senate
and House passed it with overwhelming
majorities.
Weber noted that former President Obama
did not support same-sex marriage when
elected in 2008 and only announced his
support in 2012.
“The country has changed on it and unlike
abortion there’s no ongoing political movement at the grassroots in opposition to samesex marriage as there was for 50 years in
opposition to abortion on-demand,” he said.”
Polls show support for same-sex marriage
among Republicans is significantly lower
than among Democrats and independents.
Gallup’s poll showed only 40 percent of
weekly churchgoers support legal recognition of same-sex marriage, while 58 percent
oppose the idea.
And people who attend church on a regular basis are more likely to vote for Republicans, according to the Pew Research Center.
Republican strategists as recently as 2004
saw opposition to same-sex marriage as a
winning political issue.
GOP strategists say that ballot initiatives
in 11 states codifying marriage as the union
of a man and woman helped drive Republican
turnout in the 2004 election.
One such state constitutional amendment
may have made the difference in Ohio, which
President George W. Bush carried by a slim
margin over then-Sen. John Kerry (D-Mass.).
“Those were wildly popular and some
credited them with helping George W. Bush
get reelected. It was something that was very
popular at the time,” said Brian Darling, a
GOP strategist and former Senate aide.
Darling said Gallup’s poll showing broad
national support for same-sex marriage may
not capture how strongly many Republican
voters feel about same-sex marriage.
“I think most Republicans are looking
behind the poll numbers and thinking that it’s
not as popular as the polls indicate,” he said.

Here are the key Senate Republican votes
on legislation to protect gay marriage

By Alexander Bolton
The Hill
Senate Republicans are keeping
their distance from a House-passed
bill to protect same-sex marriage,
even though polls show a majority
of Republicans support it and the
measure passed overwhelmingly in
the lower chamber with 47 House
GOP votes.
So far only three Senate Republicans say they will support the
measure and a fourth, Sen. Lisa
Murkowski (Alaska), says she supports marriage equality generally
but needs to look at the legislation
more closely.
“I have long made known public
my support for marriage equality,”
she said, explaining that she hasn’t
had a chance to review the bill
closely.
The three Republicans who say
they will back the measure are the
bill’s sponsors, Sens. Susan Collins
(Maine) and Rob Portman (Ohio),
and Sen. Thom Tillis (N.C.), who
told reporters he “probably will”
vote for it.
There’s also a group of eight to
10 Republicans who are potential
yeses.
But two GOP senators initially
seen as possible supporters of the
legislation, Sens. John Cornyn
(Texas) and Lindsey Graham
(S.C.), said Wednesday they would
not vote for it.
Cornyn dismissed the legislation
as a political stunt by Democrats
trying to divert attention from inflation, and Graham said he wants
to uphold the Defense of Marriage
Act, which defines marriage as the
union of one man and one woman.
Cornyn noted that the Supreme
Court ruled in 2015 in Obergefell
v. Hodges that the 14th Amendment
protected the right of same-sex
couples to marry and argued that’s
unlikely to change.
“This is a contrived controversy
in pursuit of a political narrative
that somehow that decision by the
Supreme Court is in jeopardy. I
don’t believe it is, and this is an
effort to try to stoke the fires of
political activists and scare them

with a narrative that I think is a false
narrative,” Cornyn said.
Graham says he wants to uphold
the Defense of Marriage Act, which
allowed individual states not to
recognize marriages performed in
other states until it was ruled unconstitutional in Obergefell.
“I’m going to support the Defense of Marriage Act,” he said
when asked about the House-passed
bill.
A key centrist, Sen. Mitt Romney (R-Utah), who has sided with
Democrats on several high-profile
votes this Congress, said the Housepassed bill is unnecessary since
same-sex marriages are already recognized under the law of the land.
“We all know what the law is
and I don’t see the law changing,
so it’s not something I’m giving
consideration to at this stage,” he
said, adding he would focus on the
proposal “if it comes our way.”
Democrats are pointing to Justice Clarence Thomas’s concurring
opinion in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization, which
overturned the right to an abortion,
to argue the legislation is necessary.
Thomas argued the court “should
reconsider” its rulings protecting
the rights to same-sex marriage and
contraception.
Senate Majority Leader Charles
Schumer (D-N.Y.) said he wanted
to bring the House bill to the floor
after the 267-157 vote in the lower chamber, which signaled the
legislation had a chance to pass
and would almost certainly make
Republicans in the Senate uncomfortable.

The House bill also includes
protection for interracial marriages.
Democratic strategists say Republicans will hurt themselves politically, especially with moderate
and independent voters, if they vote
against or block the legislation.
Gallup’s annual values and
beliefs poll published last month
showed that 71 percent of Americans think marriages between
same-sex couples should be recognized by the law as valid.
“A large majority of the American people support same-sex
marriage and it would be counter to
where people are” if Senate Republicans defeat the legislation, said
Democratic Senatorial Campaign
Committee Chairman Gary Peters
(D-Mich.). “It’s a continuing effort
by Republicans to take away rights
from individuals.”
Supporters of the legislation
are hopeful that Romney can be
persuaded to vote for it after all
four Republican members in Utah’s
House delegation did so Tuesday.
Other Senate Republicans said
they are either open to the legislation or declined to state a position.
“I’m open to it,” said Sen. Joni
Ernst (R-Iowa), the vice chairwoman of the Senate Republican
Conference, who wants to review
its details.
“I’m not sure how it’s going to
be instructed. I don’t know what the
text is going to say, but I will remain
open to it,” she said.
Retiring Sen. Roy Blunt (R-Mo.)
is considered another potential
“yes” vote.
“I’m going to look at it,” he said.

Other Republicans viewed as
possible supporters are Sens. Bill
Cassidy (La.), Pat Toomey (Pa.),
Richard Burr (N.C.), Shelley Moore
Capito (W.Va.) and Mike Rounds
(S.D.).
Portman said views of gay marriage are shifting within the Senate
Republican Conference as well as
among voters nationwide.
“You look at the shifting sentiment about this issue throughout
the country. I think this is an issue
that many Americans regardless of
political affiliation feel has been
resolved,” he said.
“My own personal views on this
haven’t changed from a several
years ago when I said people ought
to have the opportunity to marry
who they want,” he said. “I think
its time has come.”
Portman said he hasn’t done a
whip count but pointed out that the

Senate passed legislation in 2013
with 64 votes to protect LGBT
employees from discrimination in
the workplace.
Portman spoke up in defense of a
bill to recognize same-sex marriage
at the federal level during a Senate
Republican Steering Committee
lunch Wednesday, where Republican senators discussed the issue.
Participants in the meeting
said senators expressed opposing
views but characterized the debate
as polite.
Senate Republican Whip John
Thune (S.D.), who hasn’t yet taken
a position on the bill, said “it could”
attract 10 Republican votes, enough
to overcome a filibuster.
“I don’t think there’s a need to
do this. The court made it very clear
the precedent they were addressing
in Dobbs didn’t affect any other
precedents,” he said.
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Biden experiencing ‘mild symptoms’
after testing positive for COVID-19
By Morgan Chalfant
The Hill
President Biden tested positive for the
coronavirus on Thursday and is experiencing
mild symptoms, the White House announced
in a statement.
The president, who is 79 years old, is
fully vaccinated against COVID-19, but the
development is certain to trigger concerns
about his health given his age. White House
press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre said that
Biden is taking Paxlovid, an antiviral therapy
given to patients with COVID-19.
“This morning, President Biden tested
positive for COVID-19. He is fully vaccinated and twice boosted and experiencing
very mild symptoms. He has begun taking
Paxlovid. Consistent with CDC guidelines,
he will isolate at the White House and will
continue to carry out all of his duties fully
during that time,” Jean-Pierre said in a
statement.
The White House shared a memorandum
from Biden’s physician, Dr. Kevin O’Connor,
that said the president is experiencing a runny
nose, fatigue, and an “occasional dry cough”
that began on Wednesday evening. O’Connor said he recommended Biden starting on
Paxlovid.
“The President is fully vaccinated and
twice-boosted, so I anticipate that he will
respond favorably, as most maximally protected patients do,” O’Connor wrote.
The news came hours before Biden was
scheduled to depart Washington for a trip to
Pennsylvania to speak about gun violence
prevention and attend a Democratic National

Committee fundraiser.
Biden, who is not know to have tested
positive for the virus before, returned home
from an overseas trip to the Middle East over
the weekend and visited Massachusetts on
Wednesday for a climate-focused speech.
He has been hosting large gatherings in
recent weeks and interacting with supporters
on the road as the White House has sought a
return to normal despite the pandemic. Biden
received his second COVID-19 booster shot
in March.
White House officials have previously acknowledged the possibility of Biden contracting COVID-19 as normal activities resumed
with the wide distribution of vaccines.

Still, officials say they have taken some
precautions around Biden, such as testing
those who come in close proximity to the
president in the West Wing.
Jean-Pierre said Thursday that Biden
spoke by phone with members of his staff that
morning and that he planned to participate in
meetings by phone and Zoom from the White
House residence.
She said that Biden would isolate until
testing negative for the virus and that the
White House would share daily updates on
his health status. Close contacts of Biden will
also be notified by the White House medical
unit, she said, adding that Biden last tested
negative on Tuesday.

Later, the president’s Twitter account
shared a photo of Biden working in quarantine.
“Folks, I’m doing great. Thanks for your
concern. Just called Senator [Bob] Casey,
Congressman [Matt] Cartwright, and Mayor
[Paige] Cognetti (and my Scranton cousins!)
to send my regrets for missing our event today,” Biden tweeted. “Keeping busy!”
Michael LaRosa, a spokesman for first
lady Jill Biden, said that she had tested
negative Thursday morning in Detroit and
would keep her full schedule in Michigan
and Georgia where she is touring summer
learning programs with Education Secretary
Miguel Cardona.
“She will continue following CDC guidance with masking and distancing,” LaRosa
said in an email.
Kirsten Allen, a spokeswoman for Vice
President Harris, tweeted that Harris tested
negative on Thursday morning and would
continue her scheduled as planned. She last
saw Biden on Tuesday, Allen said.
Biden joins a growing number of people
in the White House who have contracted the
virus, including Harris, who tested positive
in April. West Wing officials are widely
vaccinated.
Biden is the second president to contract
COVID-19. Former President Trump tested
positive for the virus in October 2020, before
COVID-19 vaccines were available. He was
hospitalized at Walter Reed National Military
Medical Center for three days to receive
treatment, and reports since have shown he
was sicker than he let on at the time.

percent effective at keeping high-risk people
out of the hospital if taken within the first few
days of symptoms.
Because of his age, Biden is considered
high risk. He began a course of Paxlovid after
his positive test.
Trump was treated with an experimental
monoclonal antibody made by Regeneron,
before it was officially cleared for emergency
use by the Food and Drug Administration.
The drug was only being used in clinical
trials, though the company had the ability
to grant access through compassionate use.
White House messaging
not changing
White House officials on Thursday used
President Biden’s positive test for COVID-19
to stress the importance of getting vaccinated
and boosted against the virus.
The White House retooled its pandemic
strategy last week in response to the BA.5
subvariant, though it largely was not any
different from what the administration had

been doing for months.
Prior to Biden’s positive test, White House
officials in recent weeks have worked to
balance the message about being wary about
rising infections, but not overly so.
“We should not let it disrupt our lives, but
we cannot deny that it is a reality we need to
deal with,” Fauci said at a White House press
briefing last week.
Masks are not required in the White
House. Jha on Thursday said the White House
will continue to follow CDC guidelines in
terms of masking. CDC recommends people
in “high risk” counties wear masks indoors.
The latest agency data puts about 35 percent of United States counties in the “high
risk” category, but those counties are home to
about 55 percent of the American population.
COVID-19 is still surging
While the pandemic is no longer at the top
of people’s minds, Biden’s infection shows
the virus is still a threat. Cases and hospitalizations are rising across the nation.
“A reminder to all: this pandemic is not
over and COVID-19 is still spreading. If you
haven’t gotten your vaccine and/or booster
shot, please do,” Sen. Tammy Duckworth
(D-Ill.) said in a tweet.
As of Wednesday, an average of roughly
126,000 coronavirus cases and 350 deaths
were being reported each day in the United
States, according to the CDC. Yet the number
of new infections is also likely an undercount
due to at-home testing.
“I don’t believe that every American will
be infected,” Jha said, but because of how
transmissible the variant is, many Americans
have already been infected.
He acknowledged the need for virus mitigation measures, but said the White House
strategy is working.
Public health officials are also wary of
sounding the alarm, even though cases and
hospitalizations are up.

Five takeaways as Biden tests positive for COVID-19

By Nathaniel Weixel
The Hill
President Biden tested positive for
COVID-19 on Thursday, the latest development in the pandemic that continues to cast
a shadow over his presidency. Here are five
takeaways:
Biden’s age is the
biggest risk factor
Even though he is up to date on his vaccines, including two boosters, Biden is 79
years old.
While deaths from COVID-19 are much
lower now than during last winter’s peak,
older Americans are much more susceptible
to serious illness.
As of July 16, Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention data showed 253 people aged
75 to 84 were dying each week, compared to
only 57 people aged 55 to 64. The omicron
variant has proven to be much more adept at
evading immunity, especially among people
who have not received both boosters.
While younger, healthier people are still
well protected against severe disease, that
hasn’t been the case for older Americans.
Studies show the protection against infection
from the initial series of vaccines starts to
wane after about six months. That makes
booster shots important, especially as most
COVID-19 mitigation measures have ended.
Biden received his second booster in
March.
“Because the president is fully vaccinated,
double boosted, his risk of serious illness is
dramatically lower,” Ashish Jha, the White
House’s coronavirus coordinator, told reporters at a press briefing.
Biden’s infection is not a surprise
Most Americans have been infected with
COVID-19.
“It’s actually striking to me how long it
took Biden to get COVID, considering all
his interactions with people, and oftentimes
without any mask,” said Eric Topol, a molecular medicine professor and founder of
the Scripps Research Translational Institute.
Biden’s positive test comes after he spent
a week traveling through the Middle East,
where he held meetings with foreign officials,
shook hands and delivered fist bumps.
“We always knew this was a possibility,
and I think the protocols have kept him from
getting infected, but we knew that this was
a possibility with this incredibly contagious
variant,” Jha said.
The case underscores just how much

more transmissible this version of the virus
is. The omicron subvariant BA.5 makes up
about 80 percent of all new infections in the
U.S., according to the CDC, and is the most
transmissible variant yet, though there’s no
evidence it’s any more severe.
Members of Congress and Cabinet officials have all tested positive in recent weeks,
including some for the second or even third
time.
Biden’s positive test puts him in the company of his chief medical adviser Anthony
Fauci, Vice President Harris, Senate Majority
Leader Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.), Health
and Human Services Secretary Xavier Becerra, Secretary of State Antony Blinken and
Attorney General Merrick Garland, among
others.
The infection marks the
second time a president
has contracted COVID-19
But Biden’s situation is far different than
when former President Trump contracted the
virus in 2020.
The biggest difference is the widespread
availability of vaccines. In the fall of 2020,
vaccines were not authorized and Trump was
hospitalized for three days. It was later reported that Trump was in very serious condition.
Even though the vaccines are not as
effective at blocking infections from new
variants, they still “take death off the table,”
said Topol.
Biden also has new treatment options to
help fight the infection, including Pfizer’s
antiviral pill, Paxlovid. The drug is about 90
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Progressives say the moderates are
hampering their attacks on Republicans
By Hanna Trudo
The Hill
In President Biden’s Washington, Democrats who work across the aisle get extra
credit. They’re seen as problem solvers who
can bring both sides together. They give
something to each party to form consensus,
much like Biden himself has done for years.
Or at least, that’s the hope.
But for progressives, they’re ruining
almost everything. By trying to appease the
party out of power, liberals say centrists have
taken their eyes off the opposition. Intentionally or not, they believe these moderates are
making it more difficult to mount a serious,
unified assault against the GOP ahead of
November.
“Establishment Democrats are Republicans’ best friends. If they would just get out
of the way, progressives would love to kick
Republican ass,” said Cenk Uygur, a Biden
critic and host of the left-wing program ‘The
Young Turks.’”
“There’s no way that Joe Biden, who has
been in love with Republicans his whole
life, is ever going to aggressively fight back
against them,” Uygur asserted. “He would
rather hug a Republican than fight one.”
The belief that moderates are making it
harder for the left to fight the GOP is not
entirely new. The 50-50 nature of the Senate and the variety of swing districts in the
House have contributed to a consensus view
that some Democrats will have to craft their
legislative votes, language and negotiation
style to appeal to conservatives.
As Biden loses the confidence of the public, however, the cries for a more coordinated
push against the GOP have amplified significantly. Progressives want the president to stop
with the bipartisan wishcasting and join them
in their crusade against the other side.
“The White House does more to attack
their own base than to call out the people
who are actually undermining their agenda,”
said Marianne Williamson, an author and
activist who ran as a left-wing Democratic
presidential candidate in 2020.
“When Roosevelt was constantly attacked by what he called ‘forces of greed,’
‘economic royalists’ and those with ‘lust for
power’ — basically the same forces that are
blocking us now — he said, ‘I welcome their

hatred,’” she said. “We need a response like
that today.”
Williamson is not alone. Week after week,
activists and liberal lawmakers are calling on
the administration and the moderate president
specifically to do more to guard against Republicans’ creeping power grab.
On Wednesday, dozens of progressive
groups sent a letter to top party officials at the
Democratic National Committee, Democratic
Senatorial Campaign Committee and Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee
condemning the lack of a cohesive message
and offering sharper talking points.
In the memo, first obtained by The Hill,
activists present a clear choice between
Republicans and Democrats, with the goal
of having leadership circulate it to voters
who may be apathetic about showing up for
either party.
“The Republican Party, now led by
MAGA extremists, wants to control you,”
the draft letter starts. “They want the government and politicians involved in every aspect
of your personal life from your health care
decisions, to whom you can marry, to what
you can read and say. They want to overturn
and override the will of the people, to rule
only for the wealthy few.”
It goes on to rationalize the lack of traction
with Biden’s domestic agenda. “We fell short
in passing much of our intended agenda in
2021 and 2022. Why? Because of a razor-slim
Senate majority, fierce opposition from
MAGA Republicans determined to block
the will of the majority of Americans, and a

flood of money spent by corporate lobbyists
defending the interests of large corporations
over the needed change for the American
people.”
The acknowledgement of a “razor-slim
Senate majority” has progressives particularly fired up.
The latest instance came just days ago,
when the Senate’s highest-profile moderate,
Sen. Joe Manchin (D-W.Va.), stated his opposition to moving forward on a climate and
tax plan through budget reconciliation. Progressives were outraged, but not surprised,
saying that the two-term senator is effectively
handing the midterms to Republicans by continuing to buck Democrats’ repeated attempts
to pass meaningful bills.
Biden, frustrated liberals say, has a real
problem taking him to task.
“Enough with the ‘my friend Joe Manchin,’ Mr. President,” said Williamson. “He
is not your friend.”
Manchin — at times joined by his colleague Sen. Kyrsten Sinema (D-Ariz.) —
have caused animosity within their own
party’s ranks since Biden took office. But the
anger goes beyond the standard Democratic
infighting. With the midterms fast approaching, progressives see the pair as doing more
to help the GOP than their own side, and have
insinuated that they are intentionally working
in opposition to Biden and his vision to move
Americans forward.
Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) took a megaphone to that anger over the weekend. In
an appearance on ABC’s “The Week,” the

Vermont independent, who was runner-up to
Biden for the Democratic presidential nomination, fumed that Manchin “sabotaged” the
president’s best efforts to get Congress to get
relevant legislation to his desk before the fall.
He went on to question the statement
that the West Virginia senator acted out of
character when he changed course over the
recent climate and tax talks. “Nothing new
about this,” Sanders said. “The problem was
that we continue to talk to Manchin like he
was serious. He was not.”
Progressives’ ire toward Manchin goes
beyond the latest back and forth. He has long
refused to amend or vote to get rid of the Senate’s filibuster, which has prevented Democrats from getting enough votes through their
narrow majority in the upper chamber to pass
more of Biden’s ambitious bills.
That stalling has worried liberals who see
a return of former President Trump as highly
probable, if not imminent. Recent reporting
in The Washington Post and New York Magazine indicated that Trump has discussed the
idea of running again in 2024 and making an
announcement sooner than later.
Even with the threat of a return to GOP
control on the horizon, some progressives
believe bickering with moderates doesn’t
help the party offer much of a defense. Republicans, who recent polls show are close
enough to make the control of Congress a
toss-up, will continue to attack Biden and
fellow Democrats on everything from what
they see as socialism to soaring prices plaguing the country.
Without ways to help bring down the cost
of goods and gas, it’s harder to make the case
for voters to turn out, and time spent playing
hardball against conservatives would be
better directed towards getting actual results,
some say.
“This all reminds me of [the] George Bernard Shaw quote: ‘never wrestle with a pig.
You get dirty and besides the pig likes it,’”
said Cullen Tiernan, political director of the
SEIU’s New Hampshire chapter and a former
Sanders delegate. “The Dems in D.C. need to
focus on delivering for the American people.
Not playing the same endless partisan games,
but actually moving the minimum wage and
addressing the litany of challenges working
people face in this economy,” he said.

through a handshake in private.
Biden’s famous “Will you shut up, man?”
moment at a September 2020 general election
debate against Trump was a rare departure
from that standard, and got mixed reviews
at the time.
“There are several problems with a Democrat attack dog strategy, the foremost being
President Biden is ineffective when he uses
an angry and combative tone,” said Tobe
Berkovitz, professor of communications

emeritus at Boston University. “When his
temper comes through, his message gets
stepped on.”
Democrats calling for a tougher approach
argue many Republicans have no such
qualms. The GOP has been eager to label the
president as ineffective, lazy, corrupt and a
liar. They make personal attacks on his family, particularly his son Hunter. Some have
even called for him to be impeached.
(See Scortched-Earth, Page 11)

Democrats want Biden to go scorched-earth on GOP

By Amie Parnes and Hanna Trudo
The Hill
When Michelle Obama declared “When
they go low, we go high” about Republicans
in 2016, Democrats generally agreed with
the sentiment.
After all, the party was up against Donald
Trump, a man who seemed to find joy in making personal attacks part of his daily routine.
But nearly six years later, the party that
pledged to play nice is fed up.
Democrats are tired of being stomped on
by the opposition. They hate the public perception of President Biden as a president in
peril. And the conservative Supreme Court’s
decision to overturn Roe v. Wade is pushing
them past their limits.
Going low suddenly seems more appealing, some Democrats now say.
“This is a time to say ‘We’ve had enough.
[Republicans] are taking away every freedom
we’ve had and we’re full of rage,’ “ said one
Democratic strategist. “This isn’t the time to
say we’re the honorable party, because that
clearly isn’t working.”
Democrats generally have sought to improve Biden’s public image by punctuating
bad news with an optimistic tone. But with
roughly three months until the midterm
elections, they now are encouraging a more
forceful approach from Biden on down.
“Democrats should be savaging Republicans for destroying people’s lives,” said
Bill Neidhardt, a progressive operative who
worked on messaging strategy for Sen. Bernie
Sanders (I-Vt.).
In an appearance on MSNBC’s “Morning
Joe” on Monday, Lis Smith, a Democratic
strategist who served as a communications
adviser to Transportation Secretary Pete
Buttigieg during his presidential campaign,
said Democrats have to present the midterms
as a choice between their party “trying to
bring relief to the American people” and a
GOP “trying to take away freedoms, like a
woman’s right to choose.”
She pointed to key states like Arizona,
Michigan and Wisconsin, where the race
for the Senate could be decided. Casting
the GOP as a party of election deniers and
those in favor of a complete ban on abortion
with no exception can help Democrats in the
midterms.
“That is what Democrats need to be
screaming from the rooftops about every
single day of the week,” she said.
A few Democrats point fingers internally, saying there are already some who are
not going high. The problem is that those
Democrats are going after one another, these
voices say.
“There are moderates like Josh Gottheimer who are quicker to attack progressive
Democrats than Republicans. That’s just
straight-up stupid,” Neidhardt said, referencing the prominent New Jersey centrist who

pushed to separate parts of Biden’s agenda
during negotiations on infrastructure and
social spending legislation.
Moderates, however, can see some payoff
to bucking the left wing of their party, at least
on messaging. And some may also not want
to go on a full-frontal attack on the GOP.
Democrats in front-line districts have to
carefully weigh their rhetoric as they seek
to win over liberal and independent voters.
What works in Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez’s (D-N.Y.) district may not work as well
in battleground areas in Michigan or Arizona.
Perhaps the best example of a Democrat
running against his own party comes at the
Senate level, where Sen. Joe Manchin (D-W.
Va.) last week effectively killed Biden’s legislative agenda on taxes on the wealthy and
climate change by saying he couldn’t support
the moves due to inflation.
Manchin’s move provoked howls among
his colleagues but may go over well in redstate West Virginia.
In recent weeks, Biden has turned up the
rhetoric against the GOP, describing parts
of the party as “MAGA Republicans” to tie
them to Trump.
But Biden is generally careful in his
wording, saying not all congressional Republicans are part of the MAGA faction, and
some prominent progressives want to hear
something more forceful.
“Biden likes Republicans more than he
likes his own voters,” said Cenk Uygur, an
alternative media fixture who hosts the leftist
“Young Turks.” Uygur is among a chorus of
outspoken voices who have been calling for
Biden to use a scorched-earth approach to
take on Republicans.
Some are not convinced that Biden — a
veteran politician who served decades in the
Senate and is known as a unifier — is the right
person to make the GOP public enemy No.
1. They see him as attempting to return to an
era where attacks on political opponents were
civil in nature and deal-making was done

Joe Lombardo wants
to take your guns

If you care about your right to carry concealed to protect
yourself and your family, you need to know the truth about
Joe Lombardo and his documented stance on guns. In a
podcast hosted by renowned CCW instructor, Nephi Khaliki,
and activist, model and actress Mindy Robinson, she stated:
—How Joe Lombardo blamed Republicans for the
1 October mass shooting
—How Joe Lombardo used the 1 October tragedy to
power his campaign and help Sisolak get elected
—How Joe Lombardo was the key to turning the state
blue after 30 years of Republican leadership
—Joe’s terrible record on Second Amendment
—Joe’s consistent attempts to sabotage CCW permitting in Clark County
If you are like most every supporter of the Second Amendment and want to see Steve Sisolak removed from office,
you need to know how Joe Lombardo plans to run for governor — simply to ensure Sisolak stays in office.
The more people know, the better our chances of exposing
that plot and removing Sisolak.
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Dems scramble to squeeze priorities into budget bill

By Alexander Bolton
The Hill
The collapse of plans to include climate
and tax legislation in a bill Democrats can
pass this summer through the Senate with
51 votes has set off a scramble among Democrats to squeeze other priorities into the
package.
Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee Chairwoman Patty Murray
(D-Wash.) says she wants money for more
COVID-19 vaccines and therapies, which
would cost at least $10 billion.
Senate Appropriations Committee Chairman Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.) is pushing for
money to fund international COVID-19
vaccination efforts, which is projected to cost
another $5 billion.
Senate Budget Committee Chairman
Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) wants to expand the
prescription drug reform language to cover
more medications.
Senate Banking Committee Chairman
Sherrod Brown (D-Ohio) is still agitating for
more money for affordable housing, something that is becoming a more urgent because
of rising mortgage and rent costs.
And Sen. Bob Casey (D-Pa.), a close
Biden ally, is still pushing for tens of billions
of dollars to fund long-term health care for
the elderly and disabled.
The competing priorities will come crashing into each other over the next two weeks
as Democrats make a final push to pass a
budget reconciliation package before the
August recess.
Senate Majority Leader Charles Schumer
(D-N.Y.) is intent on passing it early next
month to help stave off raising health care
premiums, which is projected to start happening in mid-August.
In reviving negotiations earlier this summer, Democrats had hoped the reconciliation
package would include climate and tax provisions and were negotiating the components
with Sen. Joe Manchin (D-W.Va.). But Manchin earlier this month scuttled those hopes
and said he’d “unequivocally” support only
a narrow package.
Schumer and Manchin have agreed to
move a slimmed-down package that includes
prescription drug reform and a two-year

extension of Affordable Care Act premium
subsidies.
That package would raise a net total of
between $240 billion and $260 billion in
revenue.
The influx in new revenue has Democratic
senators lining up to get their top priorities
funded.
Murray said she would “love to see”
COVID-19 aid in the package.
“We need to deal with COVID,” she said.
“We’re going to have a surge again and we’re
not ready.
“We know the new variants are coming,
we know that we’re not prepared. We know
that we don’t have the vaccines, the tests and
everything else we need. We have to put the
funding in,” she added.
Murray is eager to get the funding in
the reconciliation bill because Republicans
say there’s little chance of passing another
COVID-19 package under regular order,
even though Schumer and Sen. Mitt Romney
(R-Utah) negotiated a $10 billion compromise measure in March.
The political dynamics have since
changed, said Sen. John Cornyn (R-Texas),
an adviser to the Senate GOP leadership team.
“I don’t think so,” he said when asked
about the prospect of getting 60 votes for any
new coronavirus relief bill.
Manchin has said he wants roughly half
of the money raised from the reconciliation
package to go toward deficit reduction but
that was a demand he made while he and

Schumer were still negotiating tax increases
to pay for climate-related provisions.
He declined to say whether Thursday he
could support more money for COVID-19
vaccines, therapies and testing in the reconciliation package, telling The Hill: “No
comment.”
Sanders is making a push to expand the
prescription drug reform package to give
Medicare more negotiating authority to lower
the costs of a broader range of drugs.
The pending compromise legislation
would allow Medicare to initially negotiate
lower prices for 10 drugs and later expand
its authority to 20 drugs. It would also eventually cap out-of-pocket costs for consumers
at $2,000.
“The American people are extremely upset
we pay by far the highest prices in the world
for prescription drugs, in some cases 10 times
more. I think they want to see a bold initiative
and we’ll see what we can do to make that
happen,” he said.
Brown said he hasn’t given up on getting
more money for affordable housing, which
was supposed to be a major component
of Biden’s Build Back Better agenda until
Manchin steadily whittled it down to just
prescription drug reform and a short-term
extension of Affordable Care Act subsidies.
“We did a hearing on housing [Thursday.]
I don’t know what the chances are but I’m
always agitating for it,” he said.
Rising mortgage rates have made it
increasingly difficult for middle- and work-

ing-class Americans to buy homes and rental
costs have steadily risen along with interest
rates.
Brown pointed out at the Banking Committee hearing that recent cost increases have
priced an estimated 4 million families out of
homeownership and that median rents topped
$2,000 in May.
“We have underinvested in our housing
and communities for decades. Now we’re
seeing the consequences,” he said.
Manchin, however, has been cool toward
spending tens of billions of dollars on affordable housing, at least so far.
Casey, who represents a Senate battleground state that could determine whether
Democrats keep the Senate majority, said he
still wants to include money for long-term
home health care.
Casey last year argued that Congress
would need to spend a minimum of $250
billion to help people trapped at home because of age, illness or infirmity but now he’s
scraping to get whatever he can.
“There are several things I want, especially home- and community-based services.
There are some possibilities, some options
there we could have that wouldn’t be the $150
billion we had 50 votes for in December but
a version of that,” he said.
“I talked to Sen. Schumer, Sen. Manchin
about that,” he added.
Casey said the prescription drug reform
would raise around $300 billion, which could
help fund his goals.
“Put me down as hoping there’s an opening,” he said. “We’ll keep working to see and
it’s going to be that first week of August when
we’re dealing with this.”
Jim Kessler, executive vice president for
policy at Third Way, a centrist Democratic
think thank, said he and his allies are still
holding out hope that something, anything
can be done to address climate change.
“I know there are conversations happening
but I don’t know if there’s any movement,”
he said.
“For us, our priority, if there’s going to
be any extra spending is climate, climate,
climate,” he added. “If that’s not going to be
included, there are plenty of other pieces. I
know there’s housing, I know there’s COVID.
There could be other things.”

Dems second-guessing their strategic decisions

By Alexander Bolton
The Hill
Exasperated Senate Democrats
are questioning the strategy of
President Biden and Majority
Leader Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.)
after many months of negotiation
with Sen. Joe Manchin (D-W.Va.)
failed to achieve two of their biggest priorities.
In the midst of an intense heat
wave in the American Midwest
and Europe, Democratic senators
are openly questioning if their
leadership should have given more
urgency to climate legislation by
bringing a bill to the floor within the
first six months of taking control of
the White House and Senate.
“I think it was a mistake to wait
when we did the American Rescue
Plan and not do the climate provisions at the time,” said Sen. Martin
Heinrich (D-N.M.), whose home
state was ravaged by its largest
recorded wildfire last month.
Heinrich on Tuesday expressed
frustration that negotiations with
Manchin on a budget reconciliation
package dragged on for nearly a
year and ended without producing
a deal on tax reform or legislation
to curb carbon emissions.
“Time is what we have here,
and especially time in the majority. So it’s not fair to string people
along for a year and not come to
a conclusion. That’s just not an
appropriate way to negotiate,” he
said, expressing his frustration with
Manchin specifically.
There’s also second-guessing of
the fateful decision to split Biden’s
hard infrastructure priorities —

spending for roads, bridges, public
transit, ports and airports — from
his climate and social spending
goals.
Biden, Schumer and Speaker
Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) decided
last year to advance a traditional
infrastructure bill under regular
Senate rules by negotiating with
Republicans, postponing action
on the social spending and climate
proposals included in the broader
Build Back Better agenda.
The plan was to pass a traditional infrastructure bill with
Republican votes to score a bipartisan accomplishment for Biden
and then follow it up with a budget
reconciliation measure passed with
only Democratic votes including
more controversial elements of the
president’s agenda.
Some Democrats think splitting
up Biden’s traditional and human
infrastructure agenda into two
tracks was a mistake.

Scortched-Earth

(Continued from Page 10)
The Republican National Committee in recent months has circulated email blasts with subject lines
like “You Ain’t Safe” in Biden’s
America and “Biden’s American
nightmare.” One email from May
called attention to the record-high
inflation rate with the eye-catching

title: “Biden’s lies won’t pay the
bills.”
What’s there to lose, these Democrats say, in turning up the heat?
“If you want to win in November, and Republicans are voting to
kill extremely popular bills, then we
need to make that extremely clear,”
Neidhardt said.

Sen. Ed Markey (D-Mass.),
who has made climate change a
top priority, said “in retrospect” it
was a misstep.
Democrats’ hopes of passing
ambitious climate legislation this
year crumbled after Manchin told
Schumer on Thursday that he would
not support passing a budget reconciliation measure before Labor Day
with tax reform and climate provisions — despite suggesting passing
just such a package in March.
Schumer confirmed Tuesday
that Senate Democrats will now
move forward on a more modest
budget reconciliation bill focused
on prescription drug reform and
a two-year extension of Affordable Care Act premium subsidies.
Schumer spent much of last year
promising “big, bold” legislation.
“It’s pretty clear that looking
back we should have just held the

bipartisan infrastructure bill. That
was my position at the time, but
there were representations that we
would be able to finish the process
on the Build Back Better bill. That
has not happened,” Markey said.
He said the climate provisions
should have been part of the traditional infrastructure bill that Manchin was eager last year to pass.
The bipartisan infrastructure bill
delivered $6 billion in new investment to West Virginia, a huge win
for Manchin that he touted to his
home state’s press corps.
Schumer said last year “the two
tracks of infrastructure” — roads,
bridges and hard infrastructure on
one track and climate provisions,
spending on child care and universal pre-kindergarten on another —
would “move in tandem.”
Biden promised in June 2021
that he would not sign the bipartisan
infrastructure bill without a budget
reconciliation bill that would fight
climate change, provide money for
child care and pre-kindergarten, extend the child tax credit and reform
the tax code.
“If only one comes to me, I’m
not signing it. It’s in tandem,”
Biden insisted.
At the time, several Senate
Democrats expressed skepticism
over the dual-track strategy. They
worried that splitting off traditional infrastructure would cost them
leverage over Manchin and centrist
Sen. Kyrsten Sinema (D-Ariz.).
Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.)
said she viewed the popular hard

infrastructure programs as the
locomotive that would pull along
climate and child care reforms.
“I want to see the details of how
they’re planning to make sure that
the climate issues and child care
issues don’t get left behind. We
can’t have the train leave the station
and critical parts are left on the
platform,” Warren said last year in
response to the plan to first move a
traditional infrastructure bill without climate and social spending.
Warren on Tuesday said those
fears were confirmed by the failure
to strike a deal with Manchin on tax
reform, climate, child care or other
agenda items.
She said it would have been
smart to keep “all the luggage on
the same train.”
“We needed to stay together as
a team to get all the things done at
once,” she said. “It’s very important
to do drug negotiations, and I’m
glad we’re doing that, but we also
need to attack the climate crisis, and
we need to be putting resources into
universal child care.”
“I strongly felt the two bills
should go together, and I lobbied
hard for them to be welded together,
but we face the reality of 50 votes
[in the Senate Democratic Conference],” Sen. Jeff Merkley (D-Ore.)
said. “And there were a lot of votes
for the infrastructure bill and at the
same time there was a dialogue in
which there were 50 Democrats
saying we will work together to get
this second bill done.”
(See Strategic Decisions, Page 12)
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light on Dems’ Latino problem
Page 12 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / July 27-August 2, 2022

By Niall Stanage
The Hill
Two recent controversies are exposing the way the political ground
is shifting around Latino voters.
The change isn’t yet catastrophic
for Democrats. But it’s giving them
cause for alarm.
In short, expectations that Latino
voters would be a solid Democratic bloc in perpetuity, buoying
the party’s fortunes as the nation
becomes ever more diverse, have
been dashed.
Although Latinos still lean heavily Democratic overall, Republicans have made significant inroads.
This is the backdrop against
which the two recent furors played
out.
Earlier this month, first lady Jill
Biden apologized after comparing
Latinos with “breakfast tacos”
during a speech to an advocacy
group in San Antonio.
Though Biden was supposedly
trying to demonstrate her knowledge of the diversity of the Latino
community, her terminology was
clumsy at best. She didn’t help her
cause by mangling the pronunciation of “bodegas.”
Republicans made sure her gaffe
would not be easily forgotten, with
Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas) tweeting
sardonically that “personally, I’m
a chorizo, egg & cheese” followed
by three taco emojis.
More seriously, Cruz asserted
during his podcast that Democrats
“look down on minorities.” He
added:
“The fact that this White House
wrote this into a speech…I think
it is indicative of just how badly
Biden and the Democrats are doing
with Hispanics nationally — and
I think we are going to see a real
sea-change in this election.”
The first lady’s spokesman duly
issued an apology, saying that her
words had been intended only to
convey “pure admiration and love
for the Latino community.”
The gaffe was a head-scratcher
even inside the White House, not
least because the first lady has
a number of Latinos among her
senior staff.
Then another row erupted that
was less high-profile, but just as
telling.
In Texas, a blogger who had received money from the campaign of
Rep. Vicente Gonzalez (D-Texas)
attacked the recently elected Rep.
Mayra Flores (R-Texas) in racist
terms.
NBC News reported that the
blog had referred to Flores as “Miss
Frijoles” no fewer than 21 times
in less than a month, right after
Gonzalez’s campaign had cut it a
check for $1200.
Flores, a 36-year-old, staunchly
conservative Latina, won a special
election last month in Texas’s 34th
District. In doing so, she became

the first Mexican-born congresswoman ever.
Redistricting has nudged Gonzalez, who represents an adjacent
area, to contest the 34th district in
November, setting up a relatively
rare incumbent-versus-incumbent
race.
The congresswoman accused
the Gonzalez campaign of running
“racist ads against me” while the
congressman’s campaign manager
told NBC that “of course” he was
against referring to her in derogatory terms.
The Biden and Flores issues may
not have enduring impact, but they
have roiled waters that were already
unsettled.
“They are not huge, determining factors,” said Chuck Rocha, a
Democratic operative who served
as a senior adviser on Sen. Bernie
Sanders’ (I-Vt.) 2020 presidential
campaign. “But do they make my
job as a Democratic operative harder? Sure. Should we think about
where we advertise more, or about
our speech more? Sure.”
Daniel Garza, the president and
founder of the conservative Libre
Initiative, said the Flores row was
especially potent.
Biden’s “tacos” comment, he
said, felt well-intentioned but
awkward.
“But the part about Miss Frijoles? That was intentional, that
was deliberate, that was meant to
demean and debase. And by using
ugly stereotypes, that brought back
feelings of ‘otherness’ and that you
are treated as something different
than fully American. That’s why the
blowback was so intense.”
This all comes at a time when the
Latino vote appears to be in flux.
Wind the clock back six years,
and then-candidate Donald Trump
was predicted to do dismally with
Latino voters.
He had, after all, launched his
campaign with the accusation that
Mexico was sending “rapists”
across the southern border. The core
of his migration policy was his famous promise to “Build the Wall!”
Yet, in the end, Trump did better
with Latino voters in 2016 than a far
more conventional GOP nominee,
Mitt Romney, had done four years

Strategic Decisions
(Continued from Page 11)
Other Senate Democrats, who
requested anonymity to speak
frankly, also said they opposed
splitting traditional infrastructure
from proposals to curb carbon
emissions, such as tax incentives
for renewable energy.
“I was among those opposed to
splitting the bills, but on the other
hand it’s possible that we’d still
be negotiating the infrastructure
bill,” said a Democratic senator.
“There was a lot of discussion about
delinking, and that’s why were
assured we were going to have a
two-step process.”
Once last year’s bipartisan infrastructure bill reached the House,
centrist House Democrats and the
White House put pressure on Pelosi to get it to Biden’s desk, even
though the Senate was still working
on a budget reconciliation bill that
was supposed to include climate
and human infrastructure spending.
House Democrats felt they needed to rack up accomplishments after
Democrat Terry McAuliffe lost the
2021 Virginia gubernatorial race,
and so they passed the hard infrastructure legislation even though
they weren’t close to a deal with
Manchin on climate or new social
spending programs.
Manchin revealed last week
that he never seriously considered
supporting hundreds of billions in
new spending for expanded child
care, universal pre-kindergarten,

long-term home health care and
other progressive social spending
priorities.
“The Build Back Better, way
back when, was a complete social
realignment,” Manchin told West
Virginia broadcaster Hoppy Kercheval on Friday. “I was very clear
when the president and I talked. I
said, ‘Mr. President, this piece of
legislation is going to change our
country from when John Kennedy
said, “Ask not what your country
can do for you, but what can you
do for your country” — that piece
of legislation will change us to,
“How much more can my country
do for me?” ‘ “
Manchin also has repeatedly
expressed concern this year about
inflation, which has skyrocketed
since last summer.
In December, progressive leader
Rep. Pramila Jayapal (D-Wash.)
accused Manchin of a “lack of
integrity” for not signing off on a
climate and social spending deal
after months of negotiation.
Schumer on Tuesday responded
to criticism that he let the climate
talks with Manchin drag on for
too long.
Asked if it was a mistake to let
the negotiations go on as long as
they did, Schumer responded, “On
something as important as climate,
an existential threat to the country,
I will make every, every effort, even
when it seems to be an uphill fight,
because it’s so important.”

prior. In 2020, Trump improved his
share of the vote again in almost
four-fifths of the nation’s 100 most
Latino counties.
Democrats were chagrined not
just by Trump’s performance but
by disappointing performances for
their party generally with Latinos,
especially in South Florida and
Texas’s Rio Grande Valley.
An in-depth report by Democratic firm Equis late last year
acknowledged that the pandemic
and the economy had played a part.
The report found that Trump
and the GOP’s greater resistance to

COVID-related lockdowns played
well with Hispanics who are, as
a whole, less likely than white
non-Hispanics to have jobs that can
be performed from home.
But it also suggested that Democrats had been hurt by the suggestion they had gone too far left,
toward socialism, and were too lax
on border security.
The “socialism” attacks were
said to be especially effective with
communities that have a collective memory of fleeing hard-left
regimes, notably Florida’s Cuban
Americans, but also Nicaraguan
and Venezuelan Americans.
The border issue was said to
have resonated particularly strongly
in south Texas where Tejanos —
Hispanic people who have lived in
the same area for generations, in
some case dating back to when the
region was part of Mexico — are
not themselves immigrants.
Democrats being Democrats, the
report’s findings were themselves
controversial.
Rocha pushes back against the
idea that the “socialist” label is a
millstone, pointing to Sanders’s
strong performance with Latinos
in the 2020 Democratic primary as

a rebuttal.
Democratic pollster Fernand
Amandi argued that the idea of a
major realignment among Hispanic
voters was being exaggerated.
In November ’s midterms,
Amandi insisted, “Democrats are
going to win the Latino vote and
win it overwhelmingly. The question is, do Democrats have the
ability…to replicate the historical
support levels they had with Latino
voters in 2012 and 2018.”
Yet even Amandi noted that the
nature of the Latino community —
fast-growing, disproportionately
young and internally diverse — left
no room for complacency for those
courting its political support.
“It is a vote that is in a constant
state of renewal,” he said. “Democrats cannot afford to take their foot
off the accelerator because at every
election there are lots of new voters,
and they don’t have those long-held
perceptions of the party brand.”
The problem is the Biden and
Flores rows aren’t about taking a
foot off the accelerator.
They’re about grinding the gears
and lurching into reverse at a time
when Democrats can ill afford such
errors.

The Hill
An investigative reporter for
MintPress News on Monday said it
was “very worrying” that Facebook
is employing former CIA agents to
moderate misinformation policies
on the social media platform.
Alan MacLeod, who published
a piece last week about ex-CIA
agents working at Facebook, told
Hill.TV the decision to employ
them to moderate content was
worrying because the CIA has a
“long history of infiltrating media
organizations.”
“The CIA has a terrible track
record from everything from organizing coups to running black
sites all over the world to even just
planting a load of false information
into the public domain to suit their
own agenda,” MacLeod said. “We
are now relying on these people to
tell us what’s fact and fiction and to
sort truth and fiction from falsehood
online.”

Facebook has struggled to contain misinformation for years. The
social media company employs
third party fact-checking organizations to reduce the spread of false
and harmful content.
MacLeod, who wrote that Facebook has employed dozens of former CIA agents primarily to work
in the fields of security or content
moderation, told Hill.TV that a
limited amount of people are experts in cybersecurity, which would

explain why Facebook is looking
toward the CIA. But the reporter
said Americans are “not secure
from what our own government is
doing” the more control that current
and former officials have over technology. “It might be great to [have]
security from Chinese hackers or
Iranian bloggers,” MacLeod said,
“but it’s not security from the enormous agencies in Washington, who
of course are trying to influence the
internet as well.”

Facebook using ex-CIA personnel to decide
misinformation policy is ‘very, very worrying’
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Get ready for liberal heads to explode
By Wayne Allyn Root
Wednesday was my 61st birthday. I celebrated with a nice dinner
tonight with my wife and children.
But I didn’t take the day off. I’ll was
on TV and radio — just like every
other day. I’ll wrote this column
today. I’ll continue writing my next
book today. I won’t rest. I won’t
back down.
Because I love America with
all my heart. And the survival of
America is on the line. I will never,
ever, ever give up. I will fight every
hour, of every day, to take America back from the radical, insane,
globalist, socialist and communist
traitors presently in control. I will
be RELENTLESS! We can never
let America go.
In the meantime, here is why I’m
fighting. After 61 years of experience and wisdom, here are some
things I know to be truth…
I know in every bone, every
vein, every cell in my body, the
2020 presidential election was
rigged and stolen.
I know President Trump won by
an electoral landslide.
I know the DC Swamp, Deep
State and nasty Democrats rigged
the 2020 election in 6 key battleground states (Pennsylvania, Georgia, Michigan, Wisconsin, Arizona
and my beloved Nevada) with millions of fake mail-in ballots, ballot
harvesting, ballot drop boxes, ballot
mules, no Voter ID and no signature
match- among other criminal acts.
I know Basement Biden is not
the legitimate president of USA.
I know Biden is a brain-dead
zombie puppet with dementia, hiding in the White House basement
with diapers and a mask, being fed
baby food, by his mommy Jill.
And the only one in America
who is more clueless than “the man
from dementia” is Kamala Harris.
By the way, she doesn’t have dementia. What’s her excuse?
I know Obama is the real President of the USA. Biden is the
dummy and Obama is the ventriloquist with his hand up Biden’s ass,
making Biden’s mouth move.
I know Obama isn’t the top guy

WAYNE ALLYN ROOT
either… he’s an important and very
expensive order-taker… Obama
is getting his orders from George
Soros, Klaus Schwab of the World
Economic Forum, Bill Gates, and
the Chinese Communist Party.
I know Obama, Biden and the
Biden Crime Family are owned by
China and the Chinese Communist
Party.
I know China purposely sent
COVID here to kill Americans,
destroy our economy, wipe out our
great American middle class, and
destroy Trump’s re-election.
I know Inflation; open borders;
the massive violent crime wave in
all our big cities; the massive shoplifting wave destroying all our retail
stores across USA; the destruction
of our supply chain; the destruction
of our formerly dominant U.S.
energy industry; the coming food
shortage; our humiliating retreat in
Afghanistan; what’s happening in
Ukraine that is purposely leading
to WW3…this is all the intentional,
purposeful destruction of the USA.
I know this isn’t incompetence,
or a mistake… this is a globalist,
communist takeover of the USA.
I know they are using open
borders to destroy our country,
our sovereignty and steal all future
elections by letting in 20 million,
or 30 million, or 50 million, or
maybe even 100 million illegal
aliens to overwhelm and out-vote
the citizens of America. This is “the
fundamental change of America”
that Obama spoke about in 2008.

I know Obama, Biden and the
entire Democrat leadership are “on
the take” from the Mexican Drug
Cartel. No one in their right mind
would hand control of our Southern
border to the murdering Mexican
Drug Cartel- not unless they’re
getting a piece of the action. Not
unless billions of dollars are being
paid in bribes to key Democrats
for keeping the border open- which
allows the Mexican Drug Cartel to
flood our country with human trafficking, sex trafficking, child sex
trafficking, drugs and guns.
I know Obama, Biden, Biden’s
handlers and the entire DNC and
Democrat leadership are effectively
partners with the Mexican Drug
Cartel.
I know this is all part of “the
Cloward-Piven plan” to destroy
America and capitalism, taught to
me by my radical, America-hating,
communist professors and classmates at Columbia University,
Class of 83. It’s no coincidence,
my classmate was Barack Hussein
Obama. He’s now directing it all.
I know the Ukraine war is a
WMD: “Weapon of Mass Distraction.” It’s all a distraction from the
disaster and destruction Biden has
created at home.
And as a fantastic “bonus” for
Biden… Ukraine is carving up $90
billion in foreign aid to the Biden
Crime Family. There’s always 10
percent to “the Big Guy” off the

top, deposited into offshore bank
accounts. Just like the mafia, I’m
sure everyone gets a “taste” —
Obama, Hillary, John Kerry, Pelosi,
Schumer. They all use the same
offshore banks.
I know the COVID vaccine is
a disaster- it doesn’t work, it’s a
colossal failure AND it’s dangerous
and deadly. P.S. It’s not even a “vaccine.” It doesn’t fit the definition of
a vaccine established by the CDC or
FDA. It’s a gene-altering jab.
I’m a Jew and I know that forced
vaccine mandates of an experimental, for-emergency-use-only jabs,
remind me of the forced medical
experiments of Nazi Germany. You
will NEVER, ever, ever force me
or my family to take this dangerous,
deadly jab.
I know no child in the entire
world needs this dangerous and
deadly jab. I know many children
will needlessly die from this jab,
and millions more will be permanently injured- in particular, with
many illnesses of the heart. But I
also know Big Pharma and all the
criminal politicians who own their
stock will double or triple their
profits by jabbing little babies,
toddlers and teens.
I know Critical Race Theory,
transgender brainwashing, sex
identity indoctrination, boys who
claim to be girls playing girls
sports… is radical, insane, disgusting and un-American… it is

the destruction of America… and
we will fight this to our last breath.
I know you will change my sons
into girls… and my daughters into
boys over my cold dead hands.
I know the coming massive food
shortage is intentional by Biden
and his communist cabal… and I’ll
never eat your bugs and crickets,
or your meat grown in test tubes.
You can stick them where the sun
don’t shine.
I know the dramatic unaffordable rise in gas prices aren’t due to
the war in Ukraine. This is the intentional destruction of the energy
industry by Biden through shutting
pipelines and banning oil drilling
and coal. And I know you can stick
your bicycles and mopeds and electric cars where the sun don’t shine.
I know our military is being
purposely destroyed through vaccine mandates, transgenders in the
ranks, transgender ideology, Critical Race Theory brainwashing, and
removing conservatives and Christians from the leadership ranks. I
know any military that is taught
its top mission is fighting climate
change and protecting transgenders
is going to lose to China and Russia
in battle. I know our enemies are
laughing at us.
These are the things I know are
true. Do you agree?
If so, fight like you’re facing the
end of America, the end of freedom,
and the end of your children’s future. Because you are.
Fight and pray RELENTLESSLY to save the greatest
nation in world history, ever
blessed by God almighty. God
bless America.
Wayne Allyn Root is known as
“the Conservative Warrior.” “The
Great Patriot Protest & Boycott
Book” is Wayne’s new #1 bestseller.
Wayne is a CEO, entrepreneur and
host of the nationally-syndicated
“Wayne Allyn Root: Raw & Unfiltered” aired daily in Las Vegas on
KMZQ, 670 AM from 3 p.m. to 7
p.m. and the “WAR RAW” podcast.
Read Wayne’s commentaries and
see his videos at ROOTforAmerica.
com

ery single month on parole or with
notices to appear in immigration
court. Only approximately ten percent are ever seen again.
Adams said New York has
experienced a “sharp increase” in
asylum-seekers — he estimated

about 2,800 people in recent weeks,
but acknowledged that the city has
no specific data on migration status
because they don’t ask.
He has called for a probe into
whether other states are directing
asylum seekers to New York.

NYC MAYOR ERIC ADAMS
or furious. Bowser said the asylum-seekers are being “tricked,”
as many don’t get close enough to
their final destinations and some are
left at Union Station near the U.S.
Capitol and the White House.
“This is a very significant issue,”
she said Sunday on CBS’ “Face the
Nation.”
Under pressure to provide financial support, Bowser says she wants
the federal government to help.
The City Council told the mayor
last week that volunteer groups are
“burned out and overwhelmed.”
“Now that the border has come
to D.C., it is our responsibility to
meet the moment,” the council
members wrote, while also castigating Abbott and Ducey for
showing “no regard for people who
are exercising their human right to
seek asylum.”
Republicans who have been
sharply critical of the White House
have barely contained their glee.
Ducey seized on Adams’ incorrect statement that Arizona was
busing migrants to New York,
noting it was sending them only to
Washington.
“Mayor Adams needs to get his
facts straight and pay closer attention to what’s really occurring because our nation’s security depends
on it,” he wrote on Twitter.
On Thursday, Adams placed further emphasis on the scale of New
York’s illegal immigrant influx and
the city’s legal and moral obligation
to provide shelter, while condemning Texas and Arizona.
“We do need help from the federal government, through FEMA,
to assist us. This city was already
dealing with a shelter population,
and we’re going to need help to deal

with this unprecedented surge,”
Adams said.
White House press secretary
Karine Jean-Pierre said earlier this
week that the administration was
looking into the mayors’ concerns.
She said it was “shameful that some
governors are using migrants as a
political tool, as a political play.”
In Texas, Abbott has cast himself
as a counterweight to Biden on
immigration, insisting that “every
American community is a border
community.”
Abbott’s busing is just one
element of an increasingly aggressive expansion of his immigration
enforcement powers into the traditional domain of U.S. government.
Abbott authorized state forces this
month to apprehend migrants and
return them to the U.S.-Mexico
border, where Texas has spent more
than $3 billion in state funds on a
massive security apparatus, without
stemming the flow of migrants.
Arizona said it has bused 1,151
migrants to Washington since
May. About one of every four of
them named New York as their
destination, about one in five said
New Jersey, and many of the rest
were headed to Georgia or planned
on staying in Washington, Ducey
spokesperson C.J. Karamargin said.
The Border Patrol stopped illegal immigrants nearly 193,000
times in June alone. Even more
staggering was that it represented
a decline in illegal border crossings
after four straight monthly increases. Those numbers, hovering near
the highest levels in two decades,
show how little the bus rides represent the massive overall migration
flows.
The U.S. has been the world’s
top destination for asylum-seekers
since 2017, according to the United
Nations’ human rights agency, a
daunting challenge that has dogged
Biden and his immediate predecessors, Donald Trump and Barack
Obama.
A pandemic-related rule denies
a chance at asylum to many on
grounds of preventing the spread
of COVID-19, but Title 42, as it is
known, has been applied unevenly.
Tens of thousands of people are
released into the United States ev-

Top Dems freak out when illegals overwhelm their cities

Horn News Editorial Staff
(HORN NEWS) — The Democratic mayors of New York and
Washington, D.C. are unable to
handle the influx of illegal immigrants from the U.S. Southern
border.
They are asking the Biden administration to help with what they
say is a surge in their cities of asylum-seeking illegals from border
states, eliciting gleeful reactions
from Republicans who say the pleas
are proof the U.S. is in an illegal
immigration crisis.
Muriel Bowser of Washington
and Eric Adams of New York have
plunged deep into the national
debate about how to deal with illegal immigrants at the U.S. border
with Mexico, seizing on bus trips
paid for by the states of Texas and
Arizona to send just a small portion of illegal immigrants to the
nation’s capital after their release
by federal immigration authorities
at the border.
Adams had falsely claimed illegals have also been bused to New
York City, where he’s mayor. He
downplayed those lies Thursday,
but stood firm in his criticism of the
tactic touted by Gov. Greg Abbott
of Texas and Gov. Doug Ducey of
Arizona, both Republicans.
“The mere fact that they sent
people out of their states, people
who were seeking refuge in our
country, then sent them away — did
they deny that?” Adams said. “They
ended up here because they didn’t
get the support there.”
Abbott and Ducey have trumpeted the bus trips, a months-old
practice that has been long on
political theater but short on practical impact. They’ve sought to put
President Joe Biden on notice about
the consequences of weak border
enforcement.
About 5,200 illegal immigrants
have been bused from Texas since
April and more than 1,100 from
Arizona since May — a small
percentage of the hundreds of thousands that have flooded Texas and
Arizona. The Republican governors
call the practice a voluntary free
ride that gets migrants closer to
family or support networks.
It has left the Democratic may-
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When to declare for 2024? Trump’s
complicated presidential calculus
By Keith Naughton
Donald Trump is panicking — not that
he would ever admit it. He is taking serious
hits from the Jan. 6 committee hearings; his
poll numbers are falling, and the political
and social media world is swooning for the
newest pretty young thing at the dance: Ron
DeSantis.
A Trump under pressure is a Trump that
acts — playing it cool just isn’t his style. His
next act looks like it might be a precipitous
presidential candidacy.
The problem for Trump is that plotting
for 2024 is a lot more complex than his
previous runs. Failing to have a calculated,
long-term strategy is both electorally and
legally perilous.
Trump is a relatively simple text to read:
Utterly self-interested and hyper-aggressive,
he appears rarely to think ahead, acting instead on instinct. All politicians who make it
to the national stage are self-interested and
aggressive, to a degree — but Trump is the
most extreme. He has no regard for informal
boundaries or norms of behavior. Most politicians violate norms by cautiously pushing
boundaries. Trump just crashes through.
I suspect that at least some of the animosity for him within the Washington establishment is jealousy: I’d wager there’s hardly a
politician in Washington — Republican or
Democrat — who has not looked at Trump
and thought, “I wish I could get away with
that.”
It’s worth a brief reminder that Trump
is not the electoral juggernaut many of his
acolytes think. In 2016, Trump got into the
race late and blitzed a field of candidates
with little national experience. He did not get
a majority in any primary until New York,
the 34th contest — later than any successful
Republican nominee ever. And he only just
edged out Hillary Clinton, a troubled candidate who won the popular vote but lost the

Electoral College.
In 2020, Trump lost both the popular vote
and the Electoral College to the ultimate
nobody candidate, Joe Biden. The last time
a major party ran such a vacuous, non-campaign as Biden’s, it was Republican Tom
Dewey, and he got smoked. Remember that
Congressional Republicans performed better
than Trump in 2020, gaining more seats by
any party stuck with a losing presidential
candidate since 1960.
Trump’s strategy
At first glance, Trump declaring for president looks like a smart move.
It could bring him some significant initial
benefits. Jumping in now could give him a
huge first-mover advantage and freeze out
potential opponents (which it would, to some
extent). Nobody else is getting in at least until
the end of 2022, giving Trump four or five
months of clear runway.
On the heels of an announcement, Trump
is likely to demand endorsements from anyone and everyone in the Republican Party
— especially those he’s endorsed in the 2022
cycle. He could well demand other potential

candidates publicly disavow running.
If I were Ron DeSantis, I wouldn’t get
anywhere near Trump.
Trump is likely calculating how he can get
DeSantis on stage with him — where Trump
can then ask DeSantis to be his vice-presidential running-mate in front of thousands
of rallygoers and the national media, thereby
neutering a DeSantis bid for the presidency
itself.
Trump likely also thinks a presidential run
could insulate him from prosecution over the
Jan. 6committee allegations. He would be
right, at least in part. Prosecuting a serious
candidate for president is risky, and a dangerous precedent. Merrick Garland simply
cannot lose that trial. And Trump would
make use of both of his favorite tactics: fullon aggression and self-pitying victimhood.
The fact is Donald Trump plays the game
of chicken better than any politician. He’s
completely self-interested and totally shameless. He demands loyalty and support and has
no qualms about blowing up any candidate
— or the entire Republican Party, for that
matter. He’s willing to sacrifice majorities

in the House and Senate to get his way. And
he knows that American national politics is
currently saturated with weak-willed, riskaverse, frightened rabbits.
The problem for Trump is that you can’t
win a game of chicken when the other side
has more to lose.
Weak and getting weaker
Trump’s apparent panic is also likely
spurred his growing weakness within the
Republican Party.
Rising popularity and polling numbers
make DeSantis a serious threat.
In addition, Trump’s primary endorsements are turning out to be much weaker than
Trump and many in the mainstream media
expected. Trump has a great record on the
surface — until you sift out the unopposed
candidates and the never-were-going-tolose incumbents. Trump was humiliated in
Georgia. Even in contests where his endorsed
candidate has won, they have failed to get a
majority of the vote, often struggling to get
to 40 percent.
This all points to Trump losing his status
as a “winner,” which is a vital part of his
appeal.
An early announcement from Trump
would not only be a signal of weakness, it
would also be fraught with peril.
It would anger candidates running this
year: Every Republican in a close contest
would be — at least privately — furious
that Trump will be taking the spotlight away
from them. Senate and House leadership will
be exasperated at Trump’s unwillingness to
make even the smallest sacrifice to help gain
majorities that should be easy given historic
patterns and President Biden’s cratering
approval.
Consequently, it’s possible Trump could
hear crickets when he demands endorse(See Naughton, Page 15)

Separated at the border(s)

By David Webb
The plural is intentional.
Illegal aliens crossing our southern border
come from all areas of the world, and every
single offender matters, no matter the reason.
It’s illogical that every one of them — or even
a large percentage — qualifies for asylum
status under U.S. law.
The Customs and Border Protection
(CBP) report for June 2022 is a mash-up
of numbers that lacks the important context
of the individuals detained and processed,
whether an unaccompanied minor, male, female or family unit. A large number of those
detained are working-age males, which far
outnumber the rest of the illegal aliens.
According to CBP, there were a total of
207,416 encounters along the southwest land
border in June. This represents a 14 percent
decrease compared to May, according to the
agency. It is important to note that “26 percent
involved individuals who had at least one
prior encounter in the previous 12 months,
compared to an average one-year reencounter
rate of 15 percent for FY 2014-2019.”
Last month, approximately 92,274 encounters, which the CBP says represent 44
percent of the total, were “processed for
expulsion under Title 42. 115,142 encounters
were processed under Title 8.” How many of
them will reoffend? This number is, at best,
an educated guess.

The problem of the “got-aways” — individuals who illegally cross the border but go
uncaught — is often overlooked. What we
don’t know can be mostly benign, if it’s an
economic migrant, or deadly if it’s a terrorist.
Separated families south of our border
leave a family unit more vulnerable to economic decline and criminal activity. Breaking
the family unit into pieces results in a more
fractured community, which has a debilitating effect on countries already in peril.
Latin America is being hollowed out, both
by predictable generational decline and an
increased possibility of despotism, as power
is repeatedly acquired by leftist, socialist and
criminal elements.

We cannot ignore the human factor. When
survival is on the line, desperation can lead
to bad or no-choice situations. In bad times,
many turn to alcohol and drugs. Women
are often left to fend for themselves with a
family to feed. If unable to do so, many turn
to prostitution or become drug mules. Young
people, especially with little or no formal
education, are easy prey for various illegal
elements, and some go as far as becoming
child fighters for cartels.
China, the cartels and the other major
drug traffickers around the world know this
and continue to take advantage, pushing
even more drugs into America. For China,
highly addictive drugs like fentanyl result

in a weaker America. For the cartels, it’s a
growing consumer base.
Not every illegal alien who makes it
through gets their American dream, however they see it. Increasing homelessness,
especially in a time of such high inflation,
corresponds to an increase in crime, which
increases victimization in the illegal alien
community. Ranchers along the border, a
more common route because of wide-open
land, often find more than the trash related
to illegal crossings — they find people of
all ages in need of medical attention, and
occasionally dead bodies.
No humanitarian in any true form should
tolerate such outcomes. Yet the Biden administration and their open borders supporters,
be they individuals or organizations, allow
the largest human trafficking operation in the
world. It’s a disgrace.
If you are truly a humanitarian, as many
claim on the left, how can you help destroy
countries south of our border? And at the
same time, these open border policies exacerbate the problem here in America.
Where is Vice President Harris, the sheriff
of the border?
*****
David Webb is host of “The David Webb
Show” on SiriusXM Patriot 125, a Fox
Nation host, Fox News contributor and a
frequent television commentator.

never really happened. And, needless to say,
Border Patrol officers aren’t pleased with
what’s happening.
“Those agents did nothing wrong,” said
one officer, before using an expletive to talk
about just how full of it the DHS and Biden
really were.
National Border Patrol Council President
Brandon Judd has expressed disappointment
in the whole situation. But the thing that
bothered him the most? Biden’s quick, biased
judgment without taking a closer look at what
actually happened.
“The moment he made that statement,
the moment he said that those agents would
pay, the moment he convicted those agents
without any evidence, without any investi-

gation, there could be no doubt in anybody’s
mind that these investigators were going to
come back with some sort of charge against
the agents,” Judd explained to Fox News.
“They had no choice. The president of the
United States, the most powerful man in the
world, said that they would pay, and now
they’re paying.
“Unfortunately, we always expect the
worst.”
And here’s the thing: It shouldn’t be like
this. It shouldn’t be an uphill struggle where
the Border Patrol agents have to deal with the
toils of their job and with whatever decisions
the government makes against them. This is
one of those relationships that we have to
make sure isn’t frayed.
Biden and his fellow Democrats should
pay closer attention to how much struggle
these guys go through and get off their backs
when all they’re trying to do is get their job
done.
Despite the DHS’ efforts to find minor
wrongdoing against the Border Patrol officers, so that they can be punished, they should
be praised and appreciated, instead of thrown
to the whipping post.
*****
Michael A. Letts is the CEO and Founder
of In-VestUSA, a national grassroots nonprofit organization helping hundreds of communities provide thousands of bulletproof vests
for their police forces through educational,
public relations, sponsorship and fundraising
programs.

Biden has made enemies of Border Patrol agents
By Michael Letts
In order for a machine to continue working, you have to make sure that all the parts
are in working order. All of them. Say you’ve
got a nice classic car. On the outside, it looks
great, right? But if the engine isn’t up to speed
or you don’t keep it properly maintained, the
car doesn’t run. Plain and simple.
For years, our Border Patrol officers have
been running things quite well, keeping migrants out while at the same time protecting
those on the other side. But some recent
feather-ruffling by President Joe Biden has
me questioning just how much the agents
are valued.
As if Biden’s attempts to reverse Title
42 weren’t already getting on the nerves of
our hard-working patrol officers, a recent
story surrounding the reported “whipping” of
Haitian migrants on the border has Biden and
his cohorts at the Department of Homeland
Security out for blood.
Upon hearing about the incident, which
took place last September, Biden, without
hesitation, went on a rampage against these
agents. While making a whipping motion
with his hand, he said in regards to the agents,
“I promise you, those people will pay. There
will be an investigation underway now and
there will be consequences. There will be
consequences.”
However, to have that kind of judgment
without taking a closer look at the video
— and instead relying on biased media
coverage — just seems kind of sloppy.

And what’s worse, it frays the relationship
between Biden’s government and the tired,
hardworking Border Patrol agents. That’s
not good at all.
In the midst of his investigation, Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas
first showed sympathy to the agents, in contrast to what Biden did. However, he changed
his tune shortly thereafter, noting that “one
cannot weaponize a horse” and saying the
images “troubled me profoundly.” Again, he
apparently did so without closely examining
the video at hand, in which the agents weren’t
involved in any kind of “whipping.”
Now, months later, the DHS seems prepared to punish these agents, even after the
promise of an investigation that apparently
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Is the clock finally running out on Hunter Biden?

By Jonathan Turley
Astronaut Buzz Aldrin once
said the key element of his life was
“timing … I have been blessed to
have been in the right place at the
right time.” It is the same defining
element of Hunter Biden’s life: No
matter what crime or corruption
is alleged, he has escaped responsibility, often by pure political
serendipity.
Now, according to various media
outlets, time may be running out for
Hunter, with a federal investigation
entering a “critical stage“ — yet
timing still could be on Hunter’s
side.
Hunter has always had impeccable timing and, like Blanche
DuBois, “always depended on the
kindness of strangers.” He went to
law school after his father became
a powerful U.S. senator with a long
line of influence-seekers eager to
help him and his family. After
graduating, Hunter was given a
high-paying job with MBNA, the
bank holding company, which supported key credit card legislation
being pushed by his father in the
Senate.
Later, Hunter was given a ridiculous appointment to the board of
Amtrak and became its vice chair,
despite an utter lack of credentials.
His father, however, was a critical
advocate for Amtrak in the Senate.
When his father became vice
president, Hunter and an uncle
allegedly cashed in on a long line
of foreign entities seeking influence
with his father. Millions of dollars
were given to Hunter even though,
as he has acknowledged, he was
a crack addict and alcoholic at
the time — “[d]rinking a quart of
vodka a day by yourself in a room
[which] is absolutely, completely
debilitating” and “smoking crack
around the clock.”
When Hunter’s debaucheries
and dealings became public knowledge, thanks to a laptop he abandoned at a repair shop, the timing
again was right for him. It happened
just before the 2020 presidential
election, and the media imposed
a virtual blackout on coverage; 51
intelligence experts wrote a letter
dismissing the laptop as likely

Naughton

(Continued from Page 14)
ments.
Certainly, candidates in uncompetitive districts could jump
when he snaps, but candidates in
competitive races could easily —
and plausibly — say that they are
focusing on their own campaign
this year. That’s an excuse even
the most MAGA voter is likely to
accept. But it would likely drive
Trump into a rage, sparking angry
condemnations and more whining
self-pity.
That could move Trump further
backwards with Republican voters.
Most voters are not immersed in
politics. They’re unlikely to see the
need for Trump to jump in the race
and complicate politics more than
it already is. Nor are Republican
voters likely to sympathize with
Trump’s demands of fealty. In fact,
most are likely to be annoyed that
he’s is not pitching in to help take
control of Congress.
Most dangerous of all will be
Election Day. Expectations among
Republicans are for a huge “wave”
election. If it isn’t, Trump would
take the heat. Trump owns every endorsement he made and, by jumping into the presidential race extra
early, he’d own even the people he
didn’t endorse. He’d also easily
become the variable for losing.
What’s more, he wouldn’t benefit from a GOP landslide because
it’s already expected.
Trump can’t not run
But for Trump not running is not
an option.
He knows the ground under his
feet is eroding.
And even if he realizes that being a team player is the right move,
he just cannot do it — or at least
he’s never been able to in the past.
Getting back to the White House
will require discipline and longterm strategy. Trump possesses
neither. His impulsiveness and ego
served him well, but no longer.
*****
Keith Naughton, Ph.D., is
co-founder of Silent Majority Strategies, a public and regulatory
affairs consulting firm. Naughton
is a former Pennsylvania political
campaign consultant. Follow him
on Twitter @KNaughton711.

“Russian disinformation.” U.S.
Attorney David Weiss, probing
Hunter’s dealings under an appointment by then-Attorney General
William Barr, suspended his grand
jury investigation for months to
avoid accusations of influencing
the election.
Now the grand jury’s expiration last month has forced a new
timeline in the Hunter saga. The
grand jury reportedly looked at a
variety of possible criminal charges
stemming from Hunter’s reported
influence-peddling with dubious
foreign figures from China, Russia,
Ukraine and other countries.
While it is unclear if there were
any indictments, some crimes
seem undeniable on the basis of
known evidence. For example,
Biden seems clearly to have lied
on the federal form to acquire a
gun by denying his drug use; he
also appears to have violated the
Foreign Agents Registration Act.
And there are obvious tax charges
that could be brought, even though
he paid outstanding taxes after the
investigation began.
However, some of the most
serious allegations of corruption
concern alleged influence-peddling
and acquiring millions from foreign

figures. Not only were there reportedly more than 150 suspicious
activity reports (SARs) filed, but
those millions seemed to evaporate.
His dealings reportedly involve an
array of powerful figures, including
his father, his uncle and the children
of other well-known families.
Yet it is again a matter of “timing” and familiar concerns of “Election Year Sensitivities.”
A long-standing Justice Department policy instructs prosecutors
to exercise caution in “the timing
of charges or overt investigative
steps near the time of a primary
or general election.” Accordingly,
some observers have objected that
prosecutor Weiss should not issue
an indictment against Hunter before
the midterm elections, since that
could hurt Democratic candidates.
That could explain the failure to
release any indictments after the
disbanding of the grand jury.
But the use of this policy to seal
or delay any indictments could raise
equal concerns over the politicalization of prosecution.
The protected period under
Justice’s policy has been stated
variously as 60 or 90 days. This
grand jury’s term expired outside
of either period. Moreover, the

policy does not bar filings during
that period; it bars prosecutors from
using “the timing of investigative
steps or criminal charges for the
purpose of affecting any election,
or for the purpose of giving an
advantage or disadvantage to any
candidate or political party.” It is
the grand jury’s expiration, not any
nefarious purpose, that is driving
this schedule.
The most obvious problem
with this argument is that neither
President Biden nor his son are on
any ballot in November. The policy
is not supposed to be a political
variation of the parlor game “Six
Degrees of Separation From Kevin
Bacon.” An indictment in Delaware
would be three degrees from any
Democratic candidate: (1) Hunter is
the son of Joe Biden, (2) Joe Biden
is president and a Democrat, and
(3) there are candidates running as
Democrats.
To use such a strained connection can itself be a political
act. If the Justice Department can
withhold prosecutions with even
tangential political elements, it can
shield political allies from having to
address criminal allegations before
the voters.
Of course, if there are sealed
indictments, any delay would not
stop an eventual prosecution. However, that timing still could benefit
Hunter. He did not have to face
a special counsel, who ordinarily
would prepare a comprehensive
report. There has long been an overwhelming basis for the appointment
of a special counsel in this case,
given direct references to President
Biden as a prospective beneficiary
of Hunter’s deals. By leaving this
case with a U.S. Attorney, such a
report is unlikely, and only limited
information would be disclosed
with any indictment.
More importantly, if an indictment is confined to narrow charges,

not a broader conspiracy, Hunter
could plead guilty to secure a more
favorable sentence and avoid both
a trial and the release of additional
information. A plea could offer
practical protection from future
congressional hearings, too: It
would close the case before Republicans could regain control of one
or both houses of Congress, and the
Justice Department could decline to
bring further charges. Indeed, the
expiration of the grand jury without
a public indictment fueled concerns
that the Biden Justice Department
might cut a generous plea deal with
the president’s son.
Conversely, if the U.S. Attorney
were to present evidence to a new
grand jury, it could take months
and extend beyond the midterm
elections. That would present a considerably higher risk for the Biden
administration and for Hunter himself, because Weiss might put that
additional time to good use.
Weiss does not appear to have
called critical witnesses related to
any alleged influence-peddling, including President Biden. Presidents
can be called before grand juries or
deposed by investigators in other
cases; President Clinton, for example, famously was compelled to testify in a legal case during his term.
If Weiss is going to investigate
deals that discuss money going to
“the big guy,” as Hunter allegedly
referred to his father, then it would
seem obvious that that would be
the one guy who should be on any
witness list.
It is unclear what, if anything,
Weiss has uncovered about the
Bidens — but, perhaps for the first
time, time will tell.
*****
Jonathan Turley is the Shapiro
Professor of Public Interest Law
at George Washington University.
Follow him on Twitter @JonathanTurley.
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A government big enough to give you everything you want, is strong enough to take everything you have. — Thomas Jefferson

Our Point of View

Will Biden Crime
Family ever be
held to account?

Guest editorial by Joseph Farah
We’re told the federal investigation into Hunter Biden has
reached a “critical stage.”
But it has become an absolute national embarrassment.
It has been ongoing since 2018.
The New York Post stories about Hunter were summarily
censored, spiked and poohed-poohed as “Russian disinformation.” It was one the great humiliations of the “free press”
when Big Tech killed the story about the “laptop from hell,”
a story that turned out to be all too true.
It’s been surreal.
But this was never really about Hunter Biden. The story
was one of the many sagas evidencing the corruption of the
Biden Crime Family and the disgrace of Joe Biden.
After four years of crack-cocaine addiction, lies, sex addiction, flagrant worldwide unscrupulous national betrayal
and conflicts of interest involving personal enrichment, there
has not been a glove laid on anyone — Joe Biden, the de
facto president of the United States, his brother, Jim Biden,
or his son Hunter.
Instead, the official blacklisters have focused squarely,
and unfairly, on Donald J. Trump and his supporters.
Hunter Biden is a joke — a punchline for stand-up comedians.
When is the FBI, the politically rogue attorney general’s
office, the intelligence services, the Deep State and the
news-twisters of Big Tech going to do the right thing to
prevent a national disaster?
The federal investigation into Hunter Biden is still a
matter, at this point, of taxes violations and possibly foreign lobbying violations, maybe more. We know nothing
of shady dealings with the Chinese Communists, Russian
oligarchs and Ukraine businesses, going back to when Joe
Biden oversaw those things as vice president.
So far, no charges have been filed — unbelievably, implausibly, dubiously.
The investigation is being conducted by Delaware U.S.
Attorney David Weiss. a prosecutor appointed by former
President Trump. There’s nothing leaking from Weiss.
Maybe that’s a good thing. I pray it is. The U.S. is looking
like a laughingstock right now — like a tin-pot dictatorship,
or worse.
Fox News first reported in December 2020 that Hunter
Biden was a subject/target of a grand jury investigation,
according to a well-placed government source. According
to the source, a “target” means that there is a “high probability that person committed a crime,” while a “subject” is
someone you “don’t know for sure has committed a crime.”
The federal investigation into Hunter Biden was predicated, in part, by Suspicious Activity Reports (SARs) regarding
suspicious foreign transactions.
Another source familiar with the investigation told Fox
News in December 2020 that the SARs were regarding funds
from “China and other foreign nations.”
A Treasury Department official, who did not comment
on the investigation, spoke broadly about SARs, telling Fox
News that SARs are filed by financial institutions “if there is
something out of the ordinary about a particular transaction.”
We’ve been waiting for a long time — a very long time
— which means there could be a major cover-up.
Democratic apologist Paul Begala said Wednesday on
CNN’s “The Lead” that if the U.S. Attorney in Delaware
prosecutes Hunter Biden, it would not hurt Democrats.
Anchor Jake Tapper said, “Who knows what’s going to
happen, right? But assuming that Hunter Biden was charged
in August, which is a possibility, with something, could that
depress Democratic turnout, you think?”
Begala said, “No. No. I wish the guy well. He struggled
with addiction, and, you know, nobody has charged him
with anything. But this has been a Republican fixation to no
avail. They have got no political gain out of this. I looked
up Ron Johnson, the senator from Wisconsin, a couple of
months ago, who was asked about mass shootings. … He
said, ‘Before we pass anything new on guns, let’s enforce the
law we already have. Let’s start with Hunter Biden.’ What
the heck? So it’s a challenge for Hunter Biden. I wish him
well, but it’s not going to be a political issue.”
We may have to wait until next year when Republican
lawmakers open up their own investigation to get to the truth.
Do you believe this?
*****
Joseph Farah is founder, editor and chief executive officer of WND. He is the author or co-author of 13 books that
have sold more than 5 million copies, including his latest,
“The Gospel in Every Book of the Old Testament.” Before
launching WND as the first independent online news outlet
in 1997, he served as editor in chief of major market dailies
including the legendary Sacramento Union.

Again, Las Vegas just slapped
wrists of convicted murderers

By Perly Viasmensky
Very recently I wrote about the case of Leslie Palacios. I wrote several weeks ago:
“One specific case comes to mind, the case of a
young woman about to graduate from nursing school.
Leslie Palacios was not a prostitute, but a young,
beautiful, family-oriented young girl who was brutally
murdered and left as if she were nothing, in the middle
of nowhere. Of the two men who murdered her, one
fled to Mexico, and the other one was sentenced to
two years in prison.
What a patheticly sick joke! Two years for taking a
human life!? I wouldn’t be surprised if in no time that
man is walking the streets of Las Vegas after being
released for “good behavior.”
This evening, watching the news I was in total shock
when my prediction came to be reality; the man who
helped his son in the murder of Leslie Palacio is now
free, walking the streets of Las Vegas after serving only
8 months and 15 days of his sentence. More ironically
is the fact that Jose Rangel has been free since April
28 and nobody has been informed that a murderer is
walking the streets of our city.

I was shocked; I considered that two-year sentence
was a joke and honestly an insult to all of us who cared
for Leslie Palacio.
To add insult to injury, Jose Rangel, the man who
helped his son to cover up a homicide and helped him
to avoid justice while helping him flee to Mexico is
now free to do heaven-only-knows-what—like how
many more homicides he’d be willing to cover up?
I was totally shocked that the mother of Leslie Palacio was not informed about any negotiations between
the criminal and the prosecutors, and even more or less,
the involvement of Judge Sierra Jones.
The following is the report from KLAS, Channel
8 Las Vegas:
LAS VEGAS (KLAS) — The father convicted of
helping his son move 22-year-old Leslie Palacio’s
body after she was murdered in August 2020 is out of
jail after serving less than 9 months, the 8 News Now
I-Team confirmed Friday.
Last year, Jose Rangel pleaded guilty to helping his
son, Erick Rangel-Ibarra, move Palacio’s body from
the family home. Rangel-Ibarra then drove to an area
(See Viasmensky, Page 17)

ON A PERSONAL NOTE
While we’re still in the month
of July, some final thoughts on
our independence and liberty

By Maramis
that many people have already made
Having recently celebrated our
up their minds about what they want
independence, we might consider
and what they don’t want, leaving
that in order to have the best governlittle room for even considering a
ment possible, enough people have
better way.
to agree. We (the United States of
If one man craves freedom —
America) have been around for quite
liberty — he must remember that all
a number of years now (245), and
other men long for the same freedom.
apparently we still haven’t figured
Groups of such liberty-loving mortals
out how to avoid wars and even the
cannot live together in peace without
rioting on our streets. We don’t seem
becoming subject to such laws, rules,
to have a grasp on how to get the best
and regulations as will grant each
of all governments going in this counperson the same degree of freedom
try. And on top of that, we feel we’re
while at the same time safeguarding
MaraMiS ChouFani
losing the liberty we thought we had. Why would that an equal degree of freedom for all of his fellow mortals.
be so? We have some good laws, but laws are only as Freedom is the gift of civilization made possible by
good as they are enforced, and equally enforced, at that. the enforcement of LAW.
Religion — but not religion in the sense of dogma,
Countries are run by their governments and we have
not been able to refine our present government so that of forcing this dogma or that dogma on all the peowe would be heading for not only a more well-run ple — makes it possible to recognize our place in the
country with less government, but the kind of govern- universe as the children of God, the Great Creator of
ment that would make others around the world see us all, thereby making it possible to spiritually realize the
brotherhood of men. How can we care about liberty
as a beacon of light to all nations.
It doesn’t cost anything to think, ponder, muse, for all unless we care about all men and women as
wonder or create in our minds a more perfect govern- our equal brothers and sisters? (We have to get back
ment that would solve a lot of the current problems we to the intention of words and not get hung up on the
have. The problem with such imagining, however, is
(See Maramis, Page 21)

Paul Pelosi’s questionable Wall Street windfall
spurs bipartisan calls for stock trading ban

By Joe Concha
An overwhelming majority of Americans believe
Congress is inept, broken and hopelessly addicted
to maintaining power while acting far too much like
drunken sophomores on Twitter. And most people
believe Capitol Hill can’t get the most basic things
done even when there’s bipartisan agreement. Hence
its 16 percent approval rating. On the things-thatshould-be-done-but-haven’t-for-whatever-reason
front, legislation exists that would prohibit members of
Congress from trading stocks. It’s called the Banning
Insider Trading in Congress Act and it would prohibit
members of Congress and their spouses from trading
individual stocks.
For those who live in a sane world wallpapered
in logic, this proposal makes perfect sense. Why?
Because currently lawmakers can pass legislation that
creates favorable conditions for certain companies or
industries, and if a lawmaker knows that this legislation
will pass, he or she could profit off it.

Banning stocks from being traded on Capitol Hill is
something that brings together even the likes of Rep.
Alexandria Ocasio Cortez (D-N.Y.) and Sen. Josh
Hawley (R-Mo.), who couldn’t agree on what time it
is even while staring at the same clock.
“We have to be able to assure the American people
that they don’t have to worry about if they’re competing with their member of Congress’s stock portfolio in
order to be heard,” Ocasio-Cortez said recently. “It’s a
pretty simple concept.”
“Year after year, politicians somehow manage to
outperform the market, buying and selling millions in
stocks of companies they’re supposed to be regulating,” said Hawley. “Here’s something we can do: ban
all members of Congress from trading stocks and force
those who do to pay their proceeds back to the American people.” One very senior lawmaker who seems
lukewarm at best about this proposal is House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.). When first asked about the
(See Concha, Page 18)
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Journey with a symphony orchestra
at the Resorts World Theatre
By Mace Yampolsky
I saw Journey at Resorts World
Theatre backed by a full orchestra.
Great show. The musicianship was
first-rate. But guitar great Neal
Schon already wants more. The
sound was magnificent.
The theater that is “so dialed
in,” Guitarist Neal Schon said in a
phone chat, “it’s obviously state-ofthe-art; AEG doesn’t do anything
halfway. I love this place, and I’d
love to come back and do a longer
stay, a real residency. A longer run
would be really cool.”
Journey is performing in front
of a full orchestra packed with Las
Vegas musicians for this four-pack
of concerts. It’s a return to the format from the band’s appearance at
the Colosseum at Caesars Palace
in December.
Since that show, the band has
released “Freedom,” its first album since “Eclipse” in 2011, its
third with vocalist Arnel Pineda,
and 15th studio album overall.
“American Idol” alum and (for a
time) Journey bassist Randy Jackson returned to the band to record
“Freedom.”
Today’s Journey is Schon, Pineda, multi-instrumentalist Jonathan
Cain, drummer Deen Castronovo,
keyboardist Jason Derlatka and

Mace YaMPolSkY
bassist Todd Jensen. Schon said the
set list varied from Friday’s show
until Saturday.
Confidently, the band plays its
greatest hit, “Don’t Stop Believing,” right out of the blocks. It’s
the third song. “Only The Young,”
“Open Arms,” “Lovin,” “Touchin,”
Squeezin’,” and “Faithfully” and
“Separate Ways (Worlds Apart)”
are among the Journey anthems
performed to majestic effect.
Asked for a musical highlight,
Schon paused, then said, “Usually
I can walk away from the show
and go, ‘Wow, that one song really killed it tonight.’ I felt like
there were a lot of high points in

that show, but personally I liked,
‘Opened the Door,’ because we
haven’t played it in years. It was
just fresh again.”
The song closes the 1978 album,
“Infinity, famous for “Lights,” and
“Wheel In The Sky,” classics also
performed at Resorts World.
But “Opened the Door” is a
classic album cut hardly heard from
until the orchestra shows.
“I love the violin thing that goes
on at the end,” Schon said. “We
have the guitars, the full string
section and horns really driving
this Celtic mode. I was really able
to dive into that, emotionally, and
improvise. It was very cool.”
The musicians layering Journey’s hard-rocking sound is dubbed
The Violution Orchestra. The band
is the creation of the fine Vegas violinist Jennifer Lynn (who contracted all the players) and producer/
musician Patrick Caccia.
Similar to Lady Gaga at Dolby
Live and Michael Bublé at Resorts
World, Journey is spotlighting
several Vegas musicians in their
residency productions. Lynn is
concertmaster. Dave Loeb, the
acclaimed director of UNLV’s jazz
studies program, is conductor. Orchestrator Sean O’Loughlin wrote
all the arrangements.

At least half of the 25-member
orchestra has ties to UNLV’s music
program. With very few exceptions,
all are from Las Vegas.
“I have a previous working
relationship with Jonathan Cain
from a side project that evolved into
putting together the orchestra specifically for Journey, at his request,”
Lynn said. “We’re all having an
amazing time and very grateful for
the opportunity.”
Schon had no plans for such
orchestral maneuvers. But he’s not
complaining.
“I was ready to play without the
orchestra, but AEG said, ‘No, we’d
prefer that you do [with] the orches-

tra, that’s the way we want you to
open up in this place,’” Schon said.
“Obviously, I just went along with
it, the guys went along with it, and
I think it turned out really great.”
Do yourself a favor, if you have
an opportunity to hear Journey
backed by the orchestra, do it. You
will be glad that you did.
*****
For more information regarding
Nevada laws, or if you feel your
rights have been violated, please
call Mace Yampolsky & Associates.
Call or text us at (702) 385-9777.
We are available 24/7 for emergencies. If you need help, CALL NOW
before it is too late. We can help!

When did $90 billion become nothing to
Trump, DeSantis, Haley and the GOP?

By Douglas Mackinnon
Have you heard of the Biden administration’s plan to give $90 billion to bail out union
pensions? No? Most people haven’t. While
it might be normal for the union-supporting
Democratic Party and most of the mainstream
media to sweep such a boondoggle under the
carpet for political expediency, one would
think that the GOP— and most especially its
potential presidential candidates — would be
screaming bloody murder. But they aren’t.
The bailout is buried within the Biden
administration’s $1.9 trillion American
Rescue Plan Act. Now, the song and dance
the administration is performing to justify
this is that these union pension plans were

Viasmensky

(continued from Page 16)
near the Valley of Fire, ditching Palacio’s
body in a desert area.
Rangel-Ibarra remains on the run. Police
suspect he was in Mexico within 48 hours of
Palacio’s death.
In August 2021, a judge sentenced Rangel
to two years at the Clark County Detention
Center with 205 days credit for time served.
A spokesperson for Las Vegas Metro police,
which runs the jail, confirmed Rangel was
released on April 28.
The time equals 8 months and 15 days.
There is no early-release stipulation in court
documents other than the 205-day credit.
So, Jose Rangel was released from the
Clark County Detention Center on April 28 of
this year 2022. The mother of Leslie Palacio
was not informed of such a negotiation.
A spokesperson for Las Vegas Metro
police, which operates the jail, confirmed
Rangel received more credit for programs
completed during his sentence. The credits
are mandated in state law, the spokesperson
said.
“[I’m] absolutely furious! It’s just unfair,”

adversely hurt by the pandemic. Except, if
anyone cares to do a little research, they’ll
find that these pension plans were in deep
trouble long before the virus reared its ugly
head upon our shores.
As Howard Adler and Alex Pollock write
in the Wall Street Journal: “The American
taxpayer will bear the cost of union plans that
were insolvent long before the pandemic. The
bailout all but guarantees future insolvency
or another bailout and constitutes a massive
giveaway to labor unions.”
Just how insolvent were these plans before
the pandemic? The Pension Benefit Guaranty
Corporation estimated that in 2018, these
multi-employer union pension plans were

Ofelia Markarian, an attorney with the Ofelia
Markarian Law Group and representative for
the Palacio family, said Friday. “Not only is
the main suspect not in custody, but now…
someone who was involved in [and] covered
up a murder is back on the streets after serving [only] 8 months and 15 days.”
The I-Team alerted the Palacio family to
Rangel’s release, Markarian said.
Video evidence presented to a grand jury
in 2021 showed Rangel-Ibarra and Rangel
moving Palacio’s body on Aug. 29, 2020,
according to documents obtained first by the
I-Team last year.
According to court transcripts and video
footage, prosecutors said Rangel-Ibarra
returned to his home with Palacio around 6
a.m. after a night of drinking. Video shows
a man, whom prosecutors identified as Rangel-Ibarra, helping a woman, identified as
Palacio, get out of a truck parked in front of
his home, court documents said.
An hour later, the same camera from a
home down the street captures two men,
whom prosecutors identified as Rangel-Ibarra
and Rangel, dragging a body from the home

cleaning supplies found in the Rangel home after leslie Palacio’s murder
as shown to a grand jury. (klaS photo)

insolvent to the tune of $757 billion. It’s a
number that some experts believe to be vastly
underestimated.
As the Heritage Foundation reported:
“The fact that private union pensions have
been allowed to promise $757 billion more
in benefits than they set aside to pay is reckless and should be illegal. Millions of people
worked decades for what they thought would
be a secure pension but was instead a bill of
goods that only propped up unions’ power.”
And yet, because few conservative voices
have condemned this giveaway, President
Biden was in Cleveland two weeks ago
literally bragging about using $90 billion
(See McMaster, Page 19)

Prosecutors said Jose Rangel (right) helped his son, erick Rangel-Ibarra,
move Palacio’s body from the family home. (klaS photo)
and into the same truck. A few minutes later, there is not enough evidence on a deceased
the video shows the truck leaving, and a person’s body to clearly determine how they
man, whom prosecutors identified as Rangel, died.
hosing off the walkway.
In the meantime, the mother of Leslie
Crime scene photos from inside the home Palacio was denied the right to know how
show a stripped bed and some blood splatter, her daughter was murdered. She was denied
though investigators have yet to determine the right to see her daughter’s body and/or the
the source of the blood, documents said. In- autopsy report or any other information about
vestigators also shared photos of gloves and her daughter’s death. At this time that mother
cleaning supplies in the home.
has no information about how her daughter
Rangel initially told police he thought died — if she was strangled, stabbed, raped,
Palacio had died from an overdose, but then or even bitten to death. Nothing, just nothing
told police he initially saw the body when that could bring her any peace of mind.
Erick dragged it down the stairs of their home
In the meantime, the murderer is enjoying
on a bed sheet, documents said.
himself in Mexico and his murder-accomRangel-Ibarra is wanted on charges of plice is walking the streets of Las Vegas, or
murder and destroying evidence. Anyone more likely California, with the blessings of
with information on his whereabouts is asked corrupt prosecutors and a judge.
to call Crime Stoppers at (702) 385-5555.
Police in Las Vegas suspect and/or assume
Police suspect Rangel-Ibarra is hiding in that Erick Rangel-Ibarra is hiding in Mexico.
Mexico.
He is and all of us know (don’t suspect) that
That was the complete report from Chan- he is hiding in Mexico. When you assume
nel 8; the first we heard three months after and insult the intelligence of all of us, all
the criminal was released from his Condo at those Metro officers are making an ass of
the Clark County Detention Center.
you and me.
Palacio’s official cause and manner of
*****
death are listed as undetermined. InvestigaPerly Viasmensky is the General Manager
tors have not elaborated on what evidence of the Las Vegas Tribune. She writes a weekly
inside the Rangel home led them to determine column in this newspaper. To contact Perly
Palacio is the victim of a homicide. An un- Viasmensky, email her at pviasmensky@
determined cause and manner of death mean lasvegastribune.com.
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Public goods, not political treats
By José Azel
What is good governance? What
criteria should we use to evaluate
the performance of our elected
leaders?
Dr. Mohamed Ibrahim, a wealthy
Sudanese-British businessman and
philanthropist, created the African
Leadership Achievement Award
in 2006 to be presented each year
to a democratically elected African Head of State who governed
well, raised living standards, and
voluntarily left office at the end of
his term.
The Mo Ibrahim Foundation’s
cash prize includes an initial payment of five million dollars, plus
$200,000 annually for life. The
award was created to support good
governance and prestigious leadership in Africa.
Unfortunately, the prize has not
been awarded in four of the last
five years, because the Foundation
has been unable to identify a leader
who met its criteria for good governance.
The Foundation’s good governance criteria assess a leader’s
ability to provide trust and security
to citizens, political freedoms and
participation, the rule of law, transparency, human rights, and sustainable economic opportunities.
Unfortunately, the assessment of
political management everywhere
seems to focus on the leader’s
ability to provide not public goods,
but political treats. Consequently,

José Azel
democratic states become prone
to excessive social outlays, a political-fiscal pathology analogous
to what economists call “market
failure.”
It turns out that electoral processes make it more politically
rewarding to legislate policies that
channel large benefits to small
interest groups than to enact policies that confer smaller benefits to
large politically amorphous groups.
Thus, public support is created not
through exceptional public service,
but through patronage patronage. In
this context, the quality of a state
is often measured by the amount
of “social spending” it incurs. It is
presumed that the more the State
spends on social subsidies and clientelism, the more compassionate
it will be.
The reasoning is that social tasks

should be assigned to the government to correct the inefficiency of
the market. However, public policy
analysis shows that government
programs are always more prone
to incompetence than markets.
Government provision of “public
goods” is not immune from considerations of quantity and quality.
Thus, the public provision of goods
and services is just as susceptible
to failure as private markets. This
failure is dramatically illustrated by
the recent launch of the Affordable
Care Act website.
Furthermore, when a special
interest group succeeds in sponsoring a public good through the
state, it is the state that bears the
financial costs. That is, special
interest groups campaigning for
public goods endowed by the state
do not bear the costs of those goods.
The costs, through taxes and other
coercive mechanisms, are passed
on to society at large.
This proposal of social goods
clings to the fact that the more the
State spends on social subsidies,
the more compassionate it will be.
It is a logic of perverse expository
acrobatics that inverts the premises
in the middle of the pronouncement.
Good governance must promote
socioeconomic systems where the
majority of citizens are able to
adequately meet their own needs,
so that huge social spending is
unnecessary. Consequently, the
quality of a State must be measured

in inverse proportion to the social
disbursements required to assist
citizenship.
Social spending depends on
contributions from other sectors of
society, via taxes and other mechanisms. In the end, wealth is not
created, but redistributed. Margaret
Thatcher succinctly defined it: “The
trouble with socialism is that eventually you run out of other people’s
money.” And the Irish Bono, rock
star, lead singer of the group U2
and extraordinary defender of good
governance in Africa, recognized:
“Aid is a temporary patch. Capitalism lifts more people out of poverty
than it helps.”
Good governance is what will
improve the lives of citizens. The
Mo Ibrahim Index is an example
of a more comprehensive way to
assess the quality of government.

ON THE HOLMES FRONT

To protect our democratic way of
life and our pursuit of happiness, we
need to take a more responsible look
at the management of our leaders.
Alternatively, we could emulate the President of Venezuela
Nicolás Maduro, who, to face the
country’s extremely acute fiscal
crisis, ordered the creation of a new
government institution, headed by
a Vice Minister of Supreme Social
Happiness.
José Azel left Cuba in 1961 as a
13 year-old political exile in what
has been dubbed Operation Pedro
Pan — the largest unaccompanied
child refugee movement in the
history of the Western Hemisphere.
He is currently dedicated to the indepth analyses of Cuba’s economic,
social and political state, with a
keen interest in post-Castro-Cuba
strategies.

Biden admin hides records of big Obama scandal

By Frank Holmes
The Biden administration,
which is drowning in international
scandals ranging from the Saudi
Arabian fist bump to corruption in
China and Ukraine, can now add
Russia to the list.
Newly uncovered documents
show that President Joe Biden may
be hiding the truth about the FBI’s
role in a scheme to frame former
President Donald Trump for the
phony Russian collusion scandal.
By now, it’s well known that the
Democratic National Committee
and the Hillary Clinton presidential campaign funded the Steele
Dossier, a collection of rumors
and fantasies that accused Trump
of working hand-in-glove with
Russian President Vladimir Putin.
But Americans still have questions about the operation a full
six years after it was launched —
questions like: Did the FBI know
the dossier was bogus? If so, who
was involved, and just how did they
get away with it? Most importantly,
could this happen again today?
President Trump spent his presidency defending himself from false
allegations and trying to get to the
bottom of them — and he finally
got some answers during his last
week in office.
Trump had asked for the FBI
and the Department of Justice to
declassify all documents related
to Operation Crossfire Hurricane,
the operation that Obama-era officials had used to target the Trump
campaign. Former FBI officer
Peter Strzock referred to it as “an
insurance policy.”

Concha

Trump saw a full binder of
classified documents that held all
the answers.
The binder contains “hundreds
of pages of sensitive FBI documents that show how the bureau
used informants and FISA warrants
to spy on the Trump campaign and
misled both a federal court and
Congress about flaws in the evidence they offered to get approval
for the investigation,” according to
a report from Just The News.
In a new book, Trump Chief of
Staff Mark Meadows addresses this
bureaucratic stonewalling against
Trump.
“The DOJ or the FBI would
consistently push back when he
asked for the remaining documents
to be declassified,” Meadows
wrote in an excerpt obtained by the
Washington Examiner. Meadows
said of Trump, “He demanded that
these documents be brought to the
White House and I personally went
through every page, to make sure

(Continued from Page 16)
plan late last year, she was dismissive. ”We
are free-market economy. They should be
able to participate in [trading stocks],” she
declared in December 2021. Even after
some bipartisan blowback, Pelosi still maintained that she just didn’t “buy into it,” but “if
members [of Congress] want to do that, I’m
OK with that.” That seems like the kind of
answer an exhausted parent gives to a child
asking for a second dessert. The speaker
went on to say that she didn’t believe the
step was necessary because she trusted her
colleagues to do the right thing. ”I have great
confidence in the integrity of my members,”
Pelosi said. Meanwhile, Gallup finds that
just 2 percent of voters have a ”great deal”
of trust in Congress.
Now more eyes are turning to Paul Pelosi,
the House speaker’s husband. From a trading
perspective, he’s like the real-life version of
Gordon Gekko from the 1987 Oliver Stone
classic ”Wall Street.” His portfolio has
substantially outperformed the S&P 500. In
2020 alone, a year when the stock market
was as turbulent as in any year in recent
memory thanks to COVID-19 shutdowns,
Paul outperformed the S&P 500 by 14.3
percent, according to Hawley’s office. And
per a New York Post analysis, the Pelosis
have made approximately $30 million from
trades involving Big Tech companies the
House speaker is responsible for regulating.

that the President’s declassification
would not inadvertently disclose
sources and methods.”
Trump ordered the Deep State to
stop hiding this information from
the people. On January 19, 2021,
President Trump said in a communique to his attorney general,
“I hereby declassify the remaining
materials in the binder. This is my
final determination under the declassification review.”
Some people in the FBI and
DOJ presumably said the binder’s
contents would expose the names
and methods of law enforcement
and hinder their ability to catch
criminals — a common objection
used to dodge accountability. So
Trump wrote that he “directed the
Attorney General to implement the
redactions proposed in the FBI’s
January 17 submission and return
to the White House an appropriately
redacted copy.”
One day later, on the morning
of Joe Biden’s inauguration, then-

In fact, Paul is so good that there’s an app
that allows the public to follow his stock
trades. And for good reason: The Pelosi’s
reported net worth is more than $114 million,
according to OpenSecrets.org. Per a Business
Insider report, “a vast majority of the couple’s wealth is derived from stocks, options,
and investments made by Paul Pelosi.”
In March 2021, Paul Pelosi exercised
options to purchase 25,000 Microsoft shares
worth more than $5 million. Less than two
weeks later, the U.S. Army disclosed a $21.9
billion deal to buy augmented reality headsets from Microsoft. Shares of the company

White House Chief of Staff Mark
Meadows reportedly returned the
folder with a special “instruction”
that the DOJ must “expeditiously
conduct a Privacy Act review under
the standards that the Department
of Justice would normally apply,
redact material appropriately, and
release the remaining material.”
Just The News uncovered the memo
by digging through the National Archives — and it’s a real eye-opener
about the Biden administration.
That’s the last anyone has heard
of this request. The Biden administration has buried the treasure trove
of documents ever since.
A few Republicans have asked
just what the Biden administration
is hiding.
More than a year later, Republican Senators Chuck Grassley of
Iowa and Ron Johnson of Wisconsin asked why nothing had been
done. “Over one year from the date
then President Trump directed the
Justice Department to declassify
certain Crossfire Hurricane records
the Justice Department has not
only failed to declassify a single
page, the Department has failed to
identify for Congress records that it
knows with certainty to be covered
by the declassification directive,”
the senators wrote in a letter to AG
Merrick Garland. They reminded
Garland, “Our oversight efforts
are based on our unyielding belief
that the American people deserve to
know the complete truth about the
Crossfire Hurricane investigation.”
But that truth could cause embarrassment — or possible imprisonment — for numerous Biden

rose sharply after the deal was announced.
For his latest purchase in June, Paul Pelosi bought up to $5 million in stock options
(equal to 20,000 shares) of Nvidia, a leading
semiconductor company. The purchase,
first reported by The Daily Caller, comes
as Congress is set to vote on legislation
later this month that would result in $52
billion in subsidies allocated to elevate the
chip-production industry as it faces increased
competition from China.
So how does the House speaker explain
such a huge buy by her husband so perfectly
timed ahead of this vote?

administration officials. Many
Biden officials were in the same
or similar government positions
during the Obama administration,
when these scandals took place. Is
an axe hanging over their heads?
And there’s one additional complication: The documents could
snare President Biden himself.
Biden was involved in the scandal at least three ways.
In the last days of the Obama
administration, National Security
Advisor Susan Rice documented
one of Biden’s meetings in a suspicious-sounding email to herself.
Rice said that her fellow Democrats
had insisted everything be handled
“by the book.” The email gave off
the whiff of corruption to many in
the Senate.
Biden had also been briefed by
“secret task force at CIA headquarters composed of several dozen
analysts and officers from the CIA,
the NSA and the FBI” that dealt
with the Trump-Russia allegations,
according to The Washington Post.
Colin Kahl, the national security
advisor to Biden as vice president,
also attended these meetings.
What did Biden know and when
did he know it? For that matter, does
he still remember it?
He and his inner circle know;
documents never forget. It’s no
wonder that they’re refusing to
release them.
*****
Frank Holmes is a veteran journalist and an outspoken conservative that talks about the news that
was in his weekly article, “On The
Holmes Front.”

“These transactions are marked ‘SP’ for
Spouse. The Speaker has no prior knowledge
or subsequent involvement in any transactions,” her spokesperson explained recently.
But if Paul Pelosi makes money in the
stock market, wouldn’t his spouse also
benefit? The explanation inspires little confidence, but at least these trades are inspiring
the House and Senate to act to try to prevent
it from happening again. A vote is expected
as early as Tuesday on the bipartisan $52
billion bill to boost U.S. semiconductor
manufacturing while providing tax credits
for production.
Meanwhile, Paul Pelosi continues to have
the magic touch. On June 17, he exercised
200 call options on Nvidia. The stock closed
at $158.80 that day. On Friday, July 22, it
closed at 173.19.
In the end, members of Congress have
access to a lot of sensitive information that
can help make them seriously richer.
“The most valuable commodity I know
is information,” Gordon Gekko, played by
Michael Douglas, once declared.
Information on laws coming down the
pike is what members of Congress certainly
have. The questions around whether Paul and
Nancy Pelosi are profiting are only going to
get louder if Congress fails to act.
*****
Joe Concha is a media and politics columnist.
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The Western Caucus has the roadmap for species recovery

By Rep. Dan Newhouse
(R-Wash.)
The Endangered Species Act
(ESA) was signed into law nearly
50 years ago in an attempt to protect
our precious wildlife from extinction. Unfortunately, despite efforts
from administrations on both sides
of the aisle over the past several
decades, it has failed.
As a third-generation farmer
hailing from the Pacific Northwest
and a proud representative of rural
America, I am all-too-familiar with
the negative impacts a poorly-implemented ESA can have on the
livelihoods of my neighbors and the
communities I represent.
Critical habitat designations
for the northern spotted owl decimated my state’s timber industry,
and confusion around the listing
of the gray wolf created difficulty
and uncertainty for our farmers and
ranchers. Unfortunately, impacts
like these are felt throughout the
United States.
Only 3 percent of species have
been successfully recovered, and
the Biden administration continues
to enable radical special interest
groups and equip them by pushing

regulations that help perpetuate
frivolous lawsuits, rather than prioritizing the actual recovery of our
plants and animals.
A weaponized ESA has been
used to delay or completely halt
agriculture, resource, and energy
development projects throughout
rural communities. In some regions,
it has destroyed entire economies.
This should not be the case, and
it doesn’t have to be. If we are going
to fulfill the congressional intent of
the ESA, we have to return to the
reason Congress passed this law
in the first place: species recovery.
The goal of the ESA is to recover
endangered and threatened species

populations, restore habitats, and
ultimately remove them from the
list — not keep them listed in perpetuity, shackling the hands of local
landowners and managers across
the United States.
The Congressional Western
Caucus, comprised of nearly 80
members from all walks of life who
represent rural communities across
the United States, is spending the
next week highlighting the importance of modernizing and improving the ESA based on three pillars
of species recovery: transparency,
flexibility, and scientific credibility.
Fulfilling these pillars is critical
if we want a species protection

law that actually works. We can
do this by ensuring that listing
decisions are made with the best,
publicly available science and by
incentivizing state and local species
managers — those who are closest
to the habitats they are working
to protect — and by encouraging
locally-led conservation efforts.
The legislation we continue to
put forth should seem like commonsense solutions. The bills require
the federal government to collaborate with states, counties, tribes,
and local entities that have a vested
interest in protecting species, and
they require the economic impacts
of a listing decision to be considered. They ensure that listings are
based on scientific evidence, and
they reduce bureaucratic red tape
when considering new information
about species’ habitats. Believe it
or not, the ESA — as written —
doesn’t require any of these logical
provisions, giving bureaucrats in
D.C. inflated power and authorities
to dictate the way our rural communities conduct our conservation
efforts.
Instead of accepting the status
quo, we are working to bring the

ESA into the 21st century while
promoting effective species recovery efforts taking place across the
United States.
Despite the dismal track record
of the federal government, there
are several success stories to tell
— from the Great Plains where
local industries are working handin-hand with the states to protect
the lesser prairie chicken, to states
throughout the West where governors are collaborating to ensure
greater sage-grouse can flourish
despite threats from catastrophic
wildfires.
When it comes to protecting our
threatened and endangered species,
we need a roadmap to recovery, and
Western Caucus Members have
solutions. We are just getting started, and I encourage you to follow
along as we work to modernize
and improve this landmark species
protection law for the betterment
of our environment and our local
communities.
*****
Dan Newhouse represents Washington’s 4th District and serves as
chairman of the Congressional
Western Caucus.

when former Mayor Bill de Blasio
reopened beaches in New York City
but prohibited swimming in the waters lapping those shores? Barbecuing was also specifically outlawed.
For a few weeks in Michigan, Gov.
Gretchen Whitmer allowed the use
of boats — except those powered
by a motor. She permitted people to
walk a golf course — but not while
carrying and occasionally swinging
golf clubs. The rest of this page
could be filled with examples of
nonsensical policies that were obviously pointless and performative.
It is difficult to imagine how
governors and their bureaucratic
advisers came up with these bizarre
rules. The administrative state may
operate in a bubble where blatantly
bad ideas receive little or no substantial pushback. State officials

seem disconnected from reality
when they issue arbitrary orders
that are unlikely to make a difference when applied in the real world.
Another problem with letting
governors and the administrative
state run the show is that they are
susceptible to the pleading of special interest groups. One reason that
schools remained closed for so long
in many states and cities was the
influence of teachers unions. They
have a long-established, cozy relationship with government officials.
Unions can more easily persuade
public officials than could, say, a
group of concerned but politically
unsophisticated parents.
The administrative state is also
plagued by overconfidence. This
was on display in spades during
the pandemic. Many governors
and bureaucrats promised they
could “defeat” this coronavirus.
They were so confident in their
models showing how the virus
would spread that they used them to
justify unprecedented lockdowns.
Fortunately, these models were off
by a significant factor, and their
dire predictions never came to
pass. But we got stuck with costly
lockdowns, anyway.
Futile contact tracing was an-

other product of the administrative
state’s overconfidence. Officials
and bureaucrats claimed to know
how to “box in“ the virus through
testing and tracing. This makes
sense in theory, but in the real world
the administrative state proved
woefully inadequate in pulling it
off. Despite their best efforts, governments could identify in real-time
only a small fraction of people who
were actively carrying the virus
or exposed to it. Eventually, they
simply gave up contact tracing; it
proved to be a waste of time and
money, doing nothing to contain
the spread of COVID-19.
The debate about the governmental responses to the pandemic
tends to focus on the role that governors played. But more attention
should be paid to the administrative state on which governors
relied to devise and deliver their
policies. There are considerable
drawbacks to depending on this
bureaucratic machinery to respond
to a complex phenomenon such as
an easily transmissible coronavirus
pandemic.
*****
Michael Van Beek is the director
of research at Mackinac Center for
Public Policy in Midland, Mich.

as private equity firms increasingly
enter the housing market, housing
is becoming an investment vehicle
for global capital, squeezing out
ordinary Americans.
But housing is a basic human
right, not just a commodity for
investors, and it must be treated as
such. The Universal Declaration
of Human Rights, adopted by the
world community with U.S. leadership after WWII, protects basic
economic and social rights, including housing, as well as civil and political rights, making clear that these
rights are interdependent and that
basic economic rights — like housing — are essential to a functioning
democracy. As President Roosevelt
also warned, “necessitous men are
not free men.”
While the New Deal has been
rightly criticized for its deliberate

exclusion of Black Americans,
Roosevelt nonetheless articulated
a vision of solidarity and interdependence, emphasizing in a 1944
speech that “we cannot be content,
no matter how high [the] general
standard of living may be, if some
fraction of our people…. is illfed, ill-clothed, ill-housed, and
insecure.” That vision of solidarity
— dealt a body blow by Reagan’s
cuts to social spending and accompanying “blame the victim”
narrative — has long since eroded.
Today, many Americans are not
only deprived of basic economic
rights — like housing — but they
also struggle to exercise their civil
and political rights — such as the
most basic right to vote. Adding insult to injury, they also are increasingly subject to criminal penalties
simply for being poor. In just one
recent example, earlier this month
Tennessee made it a felony to sleep
on public property, even though the
state has a shortage of over 125,000
units of housing affordable to extremely poor people.
Some countries include a right
to housing in their constitutions;
ours does not expressly do so. But
after decades of advocacy, the right
to housing is increasingly entering
the mainstream, drawing support
from the Biden White House, which

has declared that “housing should
be a right — not a privilege,” from
U.S. senators, state legislators in
Connecticut and California and
from popular cultural figures such
as HBO’s John Oliver.
Bills now pending in Congress
would help make that right real. The
Ending Homelessness Act would
expand housing vouchers so that
all who are eligible receive them,
the Housing is a Human Right
Act would increase funds to house
homeless people, stop their criminalization and protect their voting
rights, and the just-introduced Rent
Relief Act would create a refundable tax credit to help renters afford
housing. Each would go a long way
to finally ending homelessness in
America.
The explosion of homelessness
in the early 1980s was an early
warning of the larger housing crisis
that is now still unfolding. With the
McKinney-Vento Act’s 35-year-old
promise still unfulfilled, the need
is crystal clear — and visible on
streets across the country. It’s time
to recognize the human right to
housing here in the U.S.
Maria Foscarinis is a lawyer
and founder and former executive
director of the National Homelessness Law Center, and a lecturer in
Law at Columbia Law School.

Pandemic failures expose problems of the administrative state

By Michael Van Beek
State governments used an unprecedented level of executive
power to respond to the COVID-19
pandemic. Governors and other
state officials tried to control entire
state economies and even our private interactions. The impact these
measures had on overall public
health is not yet known, but there
were many blunders made along
the way. These failures expose some
inherent problems of the administrative state — the vast landscape
of departments and agencies that
make up the executive branch of
government.
One must separate intent from
reality to understand how the administrative state functions. These
bureaucracies are meant to enforce
the laws the legislature creates.
They should be focused on carrying out the policy goals pursued by
these elected representatives. In reality, bureaucrats get their marching
orders from governors.
This explains why, when governors issued controversial orders
in response to the pandemic, the
administrative state supported them
unequivocally. Although staffed
by experts who claim that they are
impartial and guided only by evi-

dence, state bureaucrats generally
just went along with whatever policies their governors chose. Given
their radically different responses
to COVID-19, it was as if each
state bureaucracy followed its own
unique version of “the science.”
This highlights an important
shortcoming of the administrative
state: It is highly susceptible to
groupthink. Governors call the tune
and bureaucrats fall in line. There
are no mechanisms to ensure opposing viewpoints are heard, much
less considered. This feature might
be useful in the rare instances when
emergency action is required, but it
is disastrous as a standard operating
procedure.
This groupthink helps make
sense of the pandemic policies
that made no sense. Remember

Congress is 35 years overdue on its promise to end homelessness

By Maria Foscarinis
Thirty-five years ago this month,
the first major federal law addressing homelessness was enacted. Now
known as the McKinney-Vento
Homeless Assistance Act, it was
an emergency response to what was
then a new, fast-growing national
crisis.
Funding primarily emergency
shelters, it was supposed to be a first
step, to be followed by longer-term
solutions in the form of permanent
housing.
Decades later, those next steps
have yet to come. Meanwhile, encampments dot communities across
the country. Many Americans,
having lost their own homes, are
sleeping on the floors or couches of
friends and relatives, living in their
cars, or in makeshift tents.
When millions lost their homes
during the Great Depression —
the last time homelessness was a
large-scale crisis — then-President
Roosevelt responded with the New
Deal, including the creation of
federal housing programs. Meant to
correct the gaps left by the private
market to ensure access to a safe,
affordable home for all Americans,
these programs funded hundreds
of thousands of new housing units
each year.
But in 1981, the Reagan admin-

MacKinnon

istration came into office vowing
to shrink the federal government,
leading to massive cuts to the
social safety net. Federal low-income housing programs took an
enormous hit: In 1979, the federal
government funded 347,600 new
units of low-income housing; by
1983, that number was 2,630. And
while funding has since increased,
these massive cuts have never been
restored. Today, only 1 in 4 of those
poor enough to qualify for low-income housing assistance receives it.
In the private housing market,
the long-standing affordable housing crisis is deepening, made worse
by the pandemic and affecting
more and more Americans. New
construction favors luxury units
that are out of reach to many, and
the gap in available affordable units
is now estimated at 7 million. And

(Continued from Page 17)
from American taxpayers to bail out these
self-destructive union pensions.
Such transparent political boasting from
the president begs two questions. The first:
Since when did $90 billion of taxpayer
money become so insignificant that we don’t
notice its spending? And second: Why aren’t
any of the potential Republican presidential
candidates for 2024, such as Donald Trump,
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis, and former South
Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley, loudly protesting
such a giveaway?
Maybe they, like most politicians and
members of the media, need to have $90
billion put in more relevant terms they can

better understand. That amount of taxpayer
money is more than the yearly revenue of
190 countries.
Maybe Trump, DeSantis, Haley and any
other politician or member of the media
worried about flushing the yearly revenue of
190 nations into the politicized D.C. swamp
might want to consult with Derek Kreifels,
the CEO of the State Financial Officers
Foundation. In a recent interview with Fox
Business, Kreifels said, “The White House is
going to allow the same pension fund managers — who have been historically awful
at their jobs — the ability to make riskier
investments with not only hard-working
Americans pensions, but also the nearly $100

billion worth of taxpayer dollars delivered to
unions under the guise of COVID relief. In
truth, this is a disaster of the Biden administration’s own making, putting millions of
Americans’ retirements at risk with terrible
economic policies that are reverberating
throughout every facet of our lives — from
the gas pumps to the grocery stores.”
Maybe focusing on this giveaway will
next cause them to speak out about the
unfunded state public employee pension
liabilities, which are projected to increase
to at least $1.3 trillion for fiscal year 2022.
Again, to break it down, that is over one
thousand billion dollars in unfunded liabilities for gold-plated pensions, benefiting a

small — but often political — percentage of
the American workforce.
It’s a monetary burden that is crippling the
finances of states and cities while negatively
impacting their most at-risk citizens. But hey,
as long as these giveaways might secure some
votes for the Democrats in the next election,
what’s the problem?
*****
Douglas MacKinnon, a political and communications consultant, was a writer in the
White House for Presidents Ronald Reagan
and George H.W. Bush, and former special
assistant for policy and communications at
the Pentagon during the last three years of
the Bush administration.

Quit governing by gang
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By Sen. Kevin Cramer (R-N.D.)
Too many bills these days are crafted
without any committee process or refining
amendments. Some legislation clocks in at
upwards of hundreds or even thousands of
pages, negotiated by the select few, and released a few hours before votes with an urgent
message of “this must pass now.” Ironically,
they often bypass the committee and amendment process altogether and rank-and-file
members sit around for days while Senate
leadership negotiates a time agreement rather
than simply starting the floor process.
This governance by gang flies in the face
of what constituents expect and what our
Founding Fathers envisioned when they established Congress. There’s a reason we learn
about the Great Compromise — a bicameral
legislature — in civics classes. Our Founding
Fathers intentionally divided Congress into
two distinct institutions with representation
based on each state’s population in the House
of Representatives and equal representation
in the Senate. All members are also assigned
to specific committees to carry out the
duties assigned to them. This gang version
of legislating completely neuters the committee process, silencing in the process the
voice of the elected representatives in entire
states and legislative districts. To be clear, I
have actively participated in many of these
discussions. I have appreciated the dialogue
— supporting some of the work product and
passing on others — but I have consistently
opposed letting those discussions be an end
run around committees.
Take the bipartisan infrastructure bill as a
recent example. Thanks to the leadership and

cooperation of Sens. Tom Carper (D-Del.)
and Shelley Moore Capito (R-W.Va.), we
debated and unanimously passed the largest highway bill reauthorization in history
and substantial clean water infrastructure
legislation in the Senate Environment and
Public Works (EPW) Committee. Committee
leadership was running point on negotiations.
Then out of left field, a bipartisan gang of
senators appeared and completely undercut
the process. In the end, they virtually copy
and pasted EPW’s work, supplemented their
other priorities, and then handed the product
back to Carper and Capito to navigate on the
floor. I worked with them to make the final
product a win for North Dakota, but the model follows poor precedent that unfortunately
continues to be replicated today.
Not all gangs succeed. In fact, they often
fail. Remember the 2013 Gang of 8? They

famously passed immigration reform in the
Senate only to see it blow up in the House of
Representatives.
Earlier this month, five members of the
Senate Finance Committee raised concerns
over a recent privately negotiated bill on
insulin prices. They’re not asking for much,
merely requesting the proposed bill be refined by committee before it is brought to
the Senate floor.
Following regular order should not need
an appeal to committee leadership. Committee hearings and markups are the protocol
Congress has been following for the past
245 years of our representative republic. The
National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA)
is a rare bright spot. Although it’s sometimes
used as a pawn and floor time is neglected
for months at a time, each year it is crafted
and amended in committee and successfully

passed through regular order on the floor.
We are over halfway through Fiscal Year
2022 and not one of the dozen appropriations
bills has been called up in the Senate Appropriations Committee. The last time Congress
passed all 12 appropriations bills was in 1996.
Today, we resort to rushed continuing resolution and omnibus monstrosities to avoid
government shutdowns.
At an event celebrating the publications of
the great North Dakotan and former House
Majority Leader Dick Armey’s (R-Texas)
recent memoir, Armey spoke exactly to the
situation we find ourselves in time and again
these days:
“Now I look at the Congress today and
I feel bad… I’ve seen Republican Speakers
who have fallen by the wayside and I can say
I believe it is for one simple reason only —
they left the structure behind. They got ahead
of the body. They failed to respect each and
every Member and their right to participate.
And then they would come to the floor with
a product that had not been seen or worked
on by members at large and try to bully it into
passage. It’s a heartbreaking thing to watch.”
This is not an enigma. There’s a recipe,
roadmap, cheat sheet — whatever you want
to call it — readily available.
Following regular order by writing bills,
holding hearings, marking up in committee,
amending on the Senate floor, and reconciling
in a conference committee inherently leads to
better products. These products have buy-in
from elected members of Congress who are
accountable to their voters.
In a recent Supreme Court decision,
(See Cramer, Page 21)

Science can help. I, along with a colleague, created a mathematical model of the
drop box voting infrastructure within a voting
system as well as voter interaction with those
drop boxes. We were able to pinpoint the
number of drop boxes that should be added
to a voting infrastructure and where to locate
drop boxes to best meet election goals.
Adding drop boxes comes with upfront
and operational costs, which can admittedly
challenge budget-constrained municipal offices. A single, secure ballot drop box with
security cameras can cost up to $10,000.
There are also operational costs. During every
election period, a bipartisan team must collect
ballots daily, which can exhaust valuable poll
worker resources if a large number of drop
boxes are in use. Our model selects the most
cost-effective locations by considering both
fixed and operational costs.

In terms of benefits, drop boxes can make
voting substantially more convenient, which
can drive higher levels of turnout if drop box
locations are carefully selected. Flexibility in
drop box locations is key to achieving their
benefits. Drop boxes located at places other
than county offices and polling locations are
more convenient and equitable for voters,
and these benefits can be achieved at no additional cost. In more densely populated areas,
multiple, strategically located drop boxes
are more advantageous than a single drop
box at a municipal office such as a county
commissioner’s office.
Our research suggests that policymakers
should avoid simple “one-size-fits-all” policies for drop boxes. Unfortunately, several
states have adopted such legislation. For example, Iowa limits the number of drop boxes
to a single drop box that must be located at
the county commissioner’s office and Florida
limits drop box availability to the county’s
early voting hours of operation. Such legislation comes at a cost to taxpayers without
offering voters full convenience.
Drop boxes have a place in our elections.
Our states are weighing legislation that will
define how and when drop boxes can be used.
With research backed by proven scientific
methods, legislators can truly make informed
decisions about drop boxes and our voting
systems.
*****
Laura A. Albert, Ph.D., is a professor of
Industrial and Systems Engineering at the
University of Wisconsin-Madison. Adam
Schmidt, a Ph.D. student in Industrial and
Systems Engineering at the University of
Wisconsin-Madison, contributed to this piece.

States that are regulating ballot drop
boxes should check the science first
By Laura A. Albert
Voters cast a record number of absentee
ballots in the 2020 general election in the
United States. The numbers continue a
demonstrated shift away from traditional
voting methods over the last few decades.
In response, many jurisdictions added ballot drop boxes at which voters could submit
their ballots for the 2020 general election.
And they worked. After the election, research
indicated that 78 percent of election clerks
supported making drop boxes permanent.
Despite all this, ballot drop boxes have
become controversial and states like Florida, Wisconsin and Iowa have moved to
reduce their use. We need to step back from
our assumptions and let science inform our
decisions about how to use them to their
best effect.
Both election officials and voters like drop
boxes. Drop boxes have been shown to reduce
the burden of voting and increase turnout in
historically disenfranchised areas. Surveys
suggest that the ability to use a drop box increases the confidence voters have that their
vote will be counted and increases the voters’
trust in the voting process. Ballots submitted
to a drop box are only handled and processed
by election staff, which some voters view
as more secure than submitting ballots via
the U.S. Postal Service. Drop boxes are also
built to be more secure than USPS mailboxes.
What’s more, election staff can review ballots
for errors more quickly and allow more voters
to resubmit when needed, because ballots
from drop boxes can be returned more quickly
than non-drop box ballots.
Many states are considering laws regarding the use of drop boxes, including Wiscon-

sin. The Wisconsin Supreme Court recently
ruled they were “illegal under Wisconsin
statutes,” but indicated that new legislation
could open the door for future use.
Before states pass new laws, they need to
start an in-depth discussion about the benefits
and costs associated with ballot drop boxes.
So far, most discussions have focused on
whether drop boxes are associated with significant security risks and fraud. However, recent research suggests that security incidents
related to drop boxes are relatively unlikely to
occur. Also, a wealth of research suggests that
drop boxes can increase voter participation,
especially during non-presidential elections
and for minority populations — which
suggests that they can be powerful tools to
ensure that voting systems are equitable. The
potential benefits and costs associated with
drop boxes deserve a thorough discussion.

YQK is coming — time to get ‘quantum-safe’

By Dario Gil
Most of us remember Y2K, the
panic that consumed the final years
of the last millennium. The whole
world feared that, when the clocks
flipped from 1999 to 2000, the
digital systems that governed our
lives would crash, with cataclysmic
results. Of course, a true meltdown
was avoided, thanks to the collective action of software engineers
around the world, and the decisive
action of Congress, which devoted
$3.4 billion to upgrade code and
“Y2K proof” critical government
and industry systems.
Crisis was averted 22 years
ago — but now we have to dodge
another one.
Call it “YQK” — except this
time, the “Q” stands for “quantum.”
Quantum computing is an incredible, nascent technology that
relies not on binary code — the
now-familiar 0s and 1s — but on
the properties of subatomic particles, like entanglement, for computational power. Quantum computers
have computational properties that
could soon solve complex problems
that current computers can’t, which
will revolutionize fields from materials and drug discovery, to finance.
But exponential computing
power also means that, in the wrong
hands, quantum systems could
brute force their way through even

our strongest digital walls. Right
now, most encryption is similar to
a very big combination lock. If our
current computers wanted to break
through, they’d have to try every
possible combination, a task that
might take them a century. Future
quantum computers, however,
could solve such a combination in
days — maybe even hours.
So, what might YQK — a quantum computing catastrophe — look
like in practice?
Imagine that the algorithms that
protect corporate and government
data are compromised. Financial
markets are adversely impacted.
Energy grids and defense networks
are disrupted. There is a mass wave
of identity theft.
Here, however, is the good
news: It’s entirely preventable, with
technologies that we already have,

including cutting-edge techniques
like lattice-based cryptography
(protocols based on extremely
hard, historically unsolvable math
problems) and fully homomorphic
encryption (which enables someone
to work with encrypted data while
it’s still encrypted).
In Washington, conversations
and activities are underway on how
we can deploy these nets of protection to avert YQK. The National
Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) recently announced
protocol standards involving these
technologies, including the CRYSTALS-Kyber public-key cryptography protocol, which was amongst
the final four protocols developed
by IBM scientists and collaborators.
When adopted, they will safeguard
various computing systems from
quantum hacking.

Congress can help ensure that
these tools are scaled across industry and government before it
is too late.
Organizations of all stripes need
immediately to start implementing these protocols — especially
those holding sensitive data, like
government agencies. It’s true that
quantum systems won’t be able to
break current encryption for many
years. But “black hat” hackers
aren’t waiting. They’re already
harvesting encrypted data. At the
moment, those numbers are scrambled. But once quantum technology
matures, they can be unscrambled
in moments. It’s like a criminal
who steals a safe today, knowing
he’ll be handed the combination in
a few short years.
Federal agencies can prevent
this “harvest-now, hack-later”
problem by updating their encryption protocols. But that’s a little
easier said than done. It will take
time, dedicated personnel, and —
most of all — a government-wide
strategy. It will likely never happen
if various federal agencies are left
to haphazardly adopt quantum-safe
technologies in their own ways, at
their own speeds.
This month the House passed
a bill that grasps this reality: the
bipartisan Quantum Computing
Cybersecurity Preparedness Act.

Among other measures, it calls on
the director of the Office of Management and Budget to survey executive-branch systems, determine
which ones are most vulnerable to
a quantum hack, and prioritize their
migration to post-quantum cryptography. This, the bill says, must be
done within the year, along with an
estimate of how much it will cost. It
also calls for regular updates about
how federal agencies are uptaking
quantum safety standards. If we
want to avert a YQK, the Senate
should send this bill to President
Biden’s desk as soon as possible.
My hope is that, in the end, YQK
will be like Y2K — a manageable
event. But that didn’t happen by
accident back then, and it won’t
happen without a lot of hard work
this time around either. Many of the
world’s top engineers and software
companies poured resources into
making sure Y2K didn’t happen.
We must do the same today.
The biggest difference? Since
we don’t have a nice round number like “2000” as a finish line, we
should assume that time is of the
utmost essence. When it comes to
adopting quantum-safe protocols,
tomorrow is better than next week,
and today is best of all.
Dario Gil is senior vice president and director of research at
IBM.
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No wonder Biden is angry; Democrats
just aren’t wired to follow their leaders
By John F. Harris
President Joseph Biden lately has been
ill-tempered about two intertwined storylines. Lots of Democrats do not wish him
to seek a second term, and longstanding
speculation about whether he is showing
age-related decline is increasingly at the
center of his coverage.
“Read the polls, Jack. You guys are all
the same,” Biden lectured a reporter who
asked about his weakening support among
Democrats.
In some accounts, that snappish response
was itself cited as possible evidence of
diminished faculties. That seems distinctly
unfair. Biden’s resentment of his weakened
political standing — both the coverage and
the underlying reality — is entirely rational.
It is evidence of a cogent mind, rather than
a fogged one.
Let’s look at those polls, Jack. Even as the
revelations of the Jan. 6 committee are starting to cause some erosion in Donald Trump’s
support within the GOP — especially among
college-educated Republicans — there is
a striking divide between the two parties.
More Republicans are enthusiastic about
Trump running to win a second term in 2024
than Democrats are enthusiastic about Biden
doing the same.
Half of Republicans in a recent New York
Times/Siena College poll said Trump is their
preferred candidate; the runner-up, Florida
Gov. Ron DeSantis, was backed by a quarter
of GOP voters. The same poll showed that
fully 64 percent of Democrats prefer that
Biden not seek a second term.
Little wonder Biden is appalled.
These figures of course are in part a reflection of Biden’s political infirmities — but
only in part. At a deeper level, they are a new
manifestation of an old phenomenon: Democrats tend to be less loyal to their leaders than
Republicans, and less likely to be in the grip
of fervent enthusiasm.
The trend stretches back decades, and
the reasons likely fall into three overlapping
categories. First is the nature of the Democratic agenda. Second is the nature of the

Democratic coalition. Third is the nature of
the Democratic mind.
Conservatives generally have low demands and low expectations of government.
There are some non-negotiable items that
GOP leaders must accommodate — business
supporters demand low regulation and social
activists demand opposition to legal abortion.
But, especially in the Trump era, what partisans want most of all is a leader who gives
voice to the contempt they feel toward liberals, the media and assorted cultural elites.
This is a bar Trump easily cleared.
Progressives, by contrast, have high demands for activist government. There is a
long roster of specific items that they want
enacted, expanding government’s role in
health care, education, income equality and
transitioning to a low-carbon energy future.
This is a bar that Biden cannot easily clear,
especially without robust Democratic majorities in Congress.
The Democratic coalition itself is also less
likely to swoon for its presidents, especially
one with modest rhetorical gifts like Biden.
The dominant engine of the party increasingly is college-educated urban and suburban
voters. These voters’ worldviews have been
shaped on campuses and in white-collar professional settings where skepticism, independent judgment and even direct challenges to

authority are natural. That also makes rolling
eyes at Biden, or fuming over his decision to
do this or failure to do that, come naturally.
This touches on something about progressives that goes even deeper: They may just be
wired differently, in ways that don’t correlate
to uncritical support of party leaders. Academic researchers, like social psychologist
Jonathan Haidt, have explored how conservatives more naturally elevate values such
as loyalty and respect for authority while
liberals gravitate more emphatically to values
such as liberty and fairness. Even in choosing
a household pet, Haidt wrote in his 2012
book, “The Righteous Mind,” conservatives
like dog breeds that are loyal and liberals
want breeds that are gentle.
In fact, the Democratic voters Biden is
trying to rally are less like dogs than cats,
not easy to herd. A new poll by NPR/PBS
NewsHour/Marist showed Biden winning
approval of 75 percent of Democrats — a
level that is lower than Trump ever received
from Republicans during his presidency,
when he typically enjoyed GOP support in
the high 80s or low 90s.
In 2020, Trump inspired enough mania
among partisans — despite an impeachment,
gaps in fulfilling campaign promises, the loss
of congressional majorities, a long roster of
erratic statements and behavior and weak
approval ratings among the general public
— that he managed to increase his vote total
from 2016 by more than 11 million voters.
For his part, Biden has failed to pass his
Build Back Better domestic agenda in a 5050 Senate, and he does on occasion convey
the sense of someone deep into the autumnal
phase of life. But he also beat the man most of
his partisans believe is one of the most dangerous politicians in U.S. history. He passed
a vast infrastructure initiative in his first year.
He revived alliances to assemble a potent
coalition to support Ukraine’s resistance of
Vladimir Putin’s invasion. He’s presiding
over an economy, even though plagued by
inflation, at full employment. Yet he inspires
such weak devotion by Democrats by that
even a rare instance of what might be called

Biden Mania — in this case from a 22-yearold with a decently sized Twitter feed that is
regularly retweeted by White House chief
of staff Ron Klain — this week made news.
The uncomfortable reality for Biden is
that modern Democrats, as a type, just aren’t
that into mania. Republicans, as a type, are.
The partial exception to this phenomenon
was Barack Obama. Especially in his 2008
campaign, he did benefit from a cult-figure
devotion of his supporters, some of whom
invested him with almost spiritual possibilities. By the time he took office, he was back
to being viewed, even by his own party, in
secular terms. He was subject to the fretting
and second-guessing from his own party that
also greeted Bill Clinton.
While both those presidents won a second term, neither benefited from the kind of
unqualified gushing from his own party that
Ronald Reagan (like Biden, facing skepticism
about his advanced age) received in winning
nearly 59 percent of the vote in his reelection.
Nor has either Democrat enjoyed the kind of
post-presidency deification that Republicans
insisted upon for Reagan, naming buildings
and airports for him. Another Republican,
George W. Bush, won reelection in 2004,
despite weak overall approval ratings beaten
down by setbacks and miscalculations in the
Iraq war. That was because he summoned
an intensity of devotion from Republicans
that Biden will likely never inspire among
Democrats.
The old chestnut that Bill Clinton popularized was that Republicans fall in line while
Democrats want to fall in love. Increasingly,
though, Republicans both fall in love and in
line with the leaders at the top of the GOP
ticket. Biden is dealing with the reality —
grounded in demography, ideology, and
psychology — that his party isn’t at all in
love and, if he runs for reelection, will fall
in line sullenly or not at all.
*****
“Altitude” is a column by POLITICO
founding editor John Harris, offering weekly
perspective on politics in a moment of radical
disruption.

production in Colombia reached an unprecedented 245,000 hectares and 1,010 metric
tons, respectively. Scaling back eradication
and other counterdrug efforts will likely exacerbate this trend, and the prospect of more
lenient sentences risks emboldening drug
traffickers, as we’ve seen in Mexico with
President Andrés Manuel López Obrador’s
failed policy of “hugs not bullets.”
Drug control is hard. While Petro has
committed to tackling the issue head-on, he
must resist the urge to frame counterdrug
policies as either “right” or “left” and use all
the tools at his disposal to combat the drug
trade. This includes continued close cooperation with U.S. authorities and other allies
and partners and thoughtful consideration of
how existing policies such as eradication and
extradition can complement his own policy
preferences. Eradication and rural development are not mutually exclusive, and Petro
may find it useful to retain some flexibility in
determining whether drug traffickers should
be extradited from Colombia.
Colombia has been marred by drug trafficking, perhaps more than any other country
in the world, and Petro should be commended for his willingness to advance new drug
strategies. But if we’ve learned anything
after years of fighting the drug war, it’s that
it requires an “all-of-the-above“ approach.
Petro has an opportunity to introduce a
new sense of energy, purpose and ideas to
address the drug problem, but in doing so,
must be careful not to throw the baby out
with the bathwater.
*****
Jim Crotty is an associate vice president
at The Cohen Group, a strategic advisory
firm based in Washington, D.C. He is the
former deputy chief of staff at the U.S. Drug
Enforcement Administration.

information to the people. He added, “‘This
last is the most certain and the most legitimate
engine of government. Educate and inform
the whole mass of the people. Enable them
to see that it is their interest to preserve peace
and order, and they will preserve them. And it
requires no very high degree of education to
convince them of this. They are the only sure
reliance for the preservation of our liberty.”‘
“‘Only a virtuous people are capable of
freedom. As nations become corrupt and
vicious, they have more need of masters,”‘
said Benjamin Franklin.
And John Adams rightly added, “‘Our
Constitution was made only for a moral and
religious people. It is wholly inadequate to
the government of any other.”‘
God bless America, and God bless us,
every one! It isn’t just for flag-waving days
or official days of celebration. If we want
and need peace, we must keep God around
to help us achieve it!
*****
Maramis Choufani is the Managing Editor of the Las Vegas Tribune. She writes a
weekly column in this newspaper. To contact
Maramis, email her at maramistribune@
gmail.com.

A new Colombian president could mean a new drug war strategy
By Jim Crotty
Last month, Gustavo Petro won a historic
victory, becoming the first leftist candidate to
ascend to Colombia’s highest political office.
Petro’s election will undoubtedly reshape the
relationship between the U.S. and Colombia,
especially with respect to counterdrug cooperation, which has long been a hallmark of the
bilateral relations between the two countries.
Petro, a former member of the now-defunct M-19 rebel group, has been a harsh
critic of the U.S.-backed “war on drugs” and
ran on a platform based in part on taking a
softer approach towards drug trafficking and
the associated violence.
Throughout his campaign, Petro signaled
his intention to “reassess” several key facets
of U.S.-Colombian security cooperation,
including the practice of extraditing drug
traffickers to the U.S. and forcibly eradicating
coca plants — the base ingredient in cocaine.
Instead, Petro has emphasized the need for
“truth-telling” and “compensation” for the
victims of drug trafficking and crop substitution to help coca farmers transition into
the licit economy. Petro has also expressed
a willingness to reopen negotiations with
the National Liberation Army (ELN) — the
largest remaining insurgent group operating
in Colombia and a key player in the drug
trade — and revive the government’s 2016
peace deal with the left-wing Revolutionary

Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) rebels.
Change is in the offing, but it is unlikely
to be as rapid or dramatic as some have suggested for several reasons.
First, although Petro emerged the clear
winner in the runoff election against real estate magnate Rodolfo Hernández, he still only
managed to secure a little over 50 percent
of the vote, and his party failed to capture
a majority of congressional seats. This will
make it difficult for him to pass any controversial reforms, for example, legalizing coca
and cocaine. He is also likely to encounter
stiff resistance from the Colombian armed
forces, which wield significant influence
and are deeply committed to the country’s

(Continued from Page 20)
Justice Neil Gorsuch said, “Admittedly,
lawmaking under our Constitution can be
difficult. But that is nothing particular to our
time nor any accident.” He is right, but too
often Congress resorts to expediency instead
of excellence.
Legislating can be messy and it can be

hard, but it is by design, and I for one did
not ask North Dakotans for this job to shirk
the work they hired me to do. It’s time for
Congress to return to regular order and quit
governing by gang.
*****
Kevin Cramer is the junior senator from
North Dakota.

counterdrug mission. Even if Petro seeks
to replace military leaders opposed to his
agenda (or they elect to step down), he will
find it difficult to overcome the institutional
inertia formed over decades of fighting some
of the world’s most notorious drug trafficking
organizations and insurgent groups.
And, of course, the drug traffickers also
have a say. Petro may want to shift the government’s approach to the drug trade, but
that doesn’t mean Colombian cartels like the
powerful Clan del Golfo will go along with
his plans. Although illicit synthetic drugs are
on the rise, the cocaine trade in Colombia
remains an incredibly lucrative business,
generating as much as $12 billion each year,
or almost four percent of Colombia’s gross
domestic product.
As Petro prepares to take office, drug
trafficking will remain one of the biggest
challenges to Colombian peace and prosperity. While many of Petro’s proposed
drug policies are well-intentioned, they are
unlikely to result in any significant change
to the Colombian drug trade, at least in the
near term.
In 2020, coca cultivation and cocaine

(Continued from Page 16)
literalness of such words as brotherhood,
mankind, and fellowship referring only to
males. Those who make it a point to disregard
the meanings of the words for the spelling,
which suggests a word is male-dominated
may end up being the same ones who eventually end up criticizing the word “‘amen.”‘
Such people are slowly but surely chipping
away at our freedom of speech.
If we are truly one nation, under God,
then we must never take God out of our
government — or for granted. He has always
been there, whether we acknowledge him or
not, just as our Founding Fathers took care
to thank him for everything. That is not to
say that we use religious language in our
government or tilt our worldview toward
only one “‘brand”‘ of God, but we mustn’t
forget he is there.
And speaking of God, no matter what
we call him, or who we think he blesses or
doesn’t bless, we must realize that the very
one who created us, all of us, did not intend
for us to destroy each other in street riots and
wars of all kinds. Either there is just one God,
above all, or there is rivalry among all the
gods for the position of “‘top dog,”‘ or the

god who is above all the other gods. Think
about it; that can never be.
Remember, true liberty is a partner with
genuine self-respect; false liberty is the
consort of self-admiration. True liberty is
the fruit of self-control; false liberty, the assumption of self-assertion. Self-control leads
to altruistic service, while self-admiration
tends towards the exploitation of others for
the selfish aggrandizement of such a mistaken
individual who is willing to sacrifice righteous attainment for the sake of possessing
unjust power over his fellow beings.
In other words, if you’re thinking of having your own personal liberty—which always
means that you don’t particularly care about
the liberty of all those around you as long as
you get what you want — then you’re definitely going in the wrong direction.
There is no error greater than that self-deception which leads intelligent beings to
crave the exercise of power over other beings
for the purpose of depriving those persons of
their natural liberties. The golden rule of human fairness cries out against all such fraud,
unfairness, selfishness, and unrighteousness.
How dare the self-willed creature encroach upon the rights of his fellows in the

name of personal liberty! No being, in the
exercise of his supposed personal liberty,
has a right to deprive any other being of
those privileges of existence conferred by
the Creator.
No matter what they are teaching in
school these days, or what our politicians
are telling us, true liberty needs us to respect
others as much as we respect ourselves. If
that makes you think of the golden rule, then
you’d be on the right track. And once we’re
on the right track, we may finally get the kind
of government we all really want, where settling our differences does not mean or require
that we use weapons — either physical ones
or words of hate — to cut down those who
disagree with us.
If you, whoever you are, want the freedoms that we believe we should have — such
ordinary liberties as freedom of speech,
freedom to worship God, and freedom to live
where we choose to live, as long as we can
afford it and make it happen — we need to
be sure we do not allow our government to
take them away from us.
Along with Thomas Jefferson, we must be
able to say whether peace is best preserved
by giving energy to the government, or
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‘Rouge’ at the Strat:
There’s 3 shows in 1

By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
In my 25+ Years of reviewing shows in
Las Vegas, the newly opened spectacular
production show “Rouge” is the First to offer
3 shows in 1! If you enter early, the cast are
in the showroom — dancing, doing their
thing. You get a surprise look at “Rouge”
BEFORE the show! It’s fun, it’s the sexiest
show in Las Vegas.
You will be surprised as you watch the
show unfold, it is truly different and the director packs so much into the show. “Rouge”
is wild in the sense of recapturing the theme
in all its essence. It will be a surprise when
you see how daring a Las Vegas show can be!
You are watching something very new and
different. Even after the “Rouge” Show — the
cast kept coming out with new routines!! This
is “Rouge’! Amazing! Don’t miss it!
I give “Rouge” 5 Stars and even more!
How many stars do you give “Rouge”?
I give “Rouge” as many stars as are in
the sky!
The Strat Hotel has “Rouge”! It’s like 3
shows in 1 — The Show, The Pre-Show, and
the After-Show!! This is a spectacular like
you have NEVER seen before!
“Rouge,” produced and directed by Hanoch Rosènn, was at its opening at The Strat
Theater. Previews begin Saturday.
The shows run 10 p.m. Tuesdays through
Sundays (dark Mondays), with an additional
show at 8 p.m. Tuesdays. Tickets run $49,
$99 for VIP.

*****
Sandy Zimmerman’s Promotions, Streaming Interviews/Academy Awards & Other Red
Carpets; Award-Winning: Sandy wrote and
produced the “John & Marsha” All Ameri-

can Burger Chain TV commercial Winner of
the “Award of Excellence” by the Las Vegas
Advertising Federation. Sandy produced/
directed/wrote “Truffles, Wine and Castles
Tour of Northern Italy” and “Discover Chi-

na” travel specials named “Travel Shows
of the Week.” For Information, Questions,
Submissions, Streaming Interviews, Requests
Contact: sandyzimm2003@yahoo.com or
702-515-0846.
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Looking Back: Bill Medley long
time star of the Righteous Brothers

live entertainment, as well as many of Las
Vegas’ famous hotels.
Visit https://youtu.be/qiiyq2xrSI0 to listen
to the Righteous Brothers.
*****
Award-winning Syndicated Columnist
Sandy Zimmerman features Streaming
Interviews/Academy Awards & Other Red
Carpets; Award-Winning: Sandy wrote and
produced the “John & Marsha” All American Burger Chain TV commercial Winner of
the “Award of Excellence” by the Las Vegas
Advertising Federation. Sandy produced/
directed/wrote “Truffles, Wine and Castles
Tour of Northern Italy” and “Discover China” travel specials named “Travel Shows
of the Week.” For information, questions,
comments please contact Sandy Zimmerman
at sandyzimm2003@yahoo.com or 702-5150846.

By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Bill Medley’s memoir “The Time of my
Life,” came out a few years ago, and there’s
a special feeling that he is having a friendly,
warm conversation with you. It seems personal as he tells his stories.
His relationship with Bobbie and his
wives, about life on the road on and off
stage, the celeb friendships he’s developed
along the way, much more. The Righteous
Brothers are back in Las Vegas with their
shows singing their greatest hits with the
stories behind the songs! This is exciting as
they tell their stories.
Called “original “blue-eyed soul,” the
Righteous Brothers bring a nostalgic journey of their hits and some new songs just
released.
Join Rock and Roll Hall of Famer Bill

Medley and his new partner Bucky Heard, reconnecting with a nostalgic journey through
the legendary musical stylings of one of the
greatest rock and roll duos of all time.
As a reviewer, I have seen both the original duo and now the new partner, there’s
various interpretations which come with the
new Bucky Heard yet the songs live on now!
Those are the songs that people can’t forget,
the songs about love. At first Bill Medley
would only sing with his son taking his
partner’s part. After seeking a new partner

for his show, finally one that was different
from the original, the young, talented, funny
Bucky Heard. They work well together and
the audience loves the duo.
The Righteous Brothers will take fans on
a journey of nostalgic and legendary hits,
including “You’ve Lost That Lovin’ Feelin’,”
“The Time of My Life,” “Soul & Inspiration,”
“Unchained Melody” and more. The group
topped charts for four decades. They have
appeared at the South Point Showroom, one
of Las Vegas’ top off-Strip destinations for
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CITY BEAT

Tree-planting event at Desert Breeze Park

Members of the 12u baseball team Las
Vegas Prospects were joined by Clark County
Commissioner Justin Jones and members of
the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department at Desert Breeze Park at 8 a.m. Saturday, July 23 to plant trees as part of Impact
NV’s 10-year initiative to plant 100,000 trees
across Nevada.
Jones and others planted 10 trees, selected
by Real Property Management: three Chinese
Pistachio trees, Four Holly Oaks and three
Red Push Pistachio trees. The trees are native,
naturalized and drought resistant. Planting
trees is an instrumental component of All-In
Clark County, the County’s initiative to make
the region more sustainable and resilient to
the impacts of climate change. Tools and
support for the Saturday event were provided
by Get Outdoors Nevada. Clark County’s Department of Environment and Sustainability
funded a portion of this project.
Who: Justin Jones, Commissioner, Clark
County; Sam Baker, Sustainability Program
Administrator, Clark County Department of
Environment and Sustainability; Members of
the 12U baseball team, Las Vegas Prospects;
Representatives from Impact NV; and Representatives from Las Vegas Metropolitan
Police Department
What: Impact NV 100,000 Tree-Planting
Initiative
When: 8 a.m., Saturday, July 23
Where: Desert Breeze Park, 8275 Spring
Mountain Rd., Las Vegas
*****

Clark County Fire Department held
Fire Academy graduation ceremony
The Clark County Fire Department held a
graduation ceremony on Thursday, July 21, to
welcome a class of 17 Fire Academy recruits
into its ranks.
The ceremony was held from 10 a.m. to
11:30 a.m. at Virgin Hotels Las Vegas, part
of Curio Collection by Hilton, 4455 Paradise
Road inside 24 Oxford, a concert venue on
the ﬁrst ﬂoor of the property near the casino.
“We are proud to have this graduating
class join our agency and become members
of our Clark County Fire Department family,”
said Clark County Fire Chief John Steinbeck.
“Our recruits undergo rigorous training in
our Fire Academy, and they very well prepared to hit the ground running to serve our
community.”
Members of this Clark County Fire Department Fire Academy completed 18 weeks
of classroom and ﬁeld training that included
several live ﬁre training exercises. The class,
which adopted the name “Minuteman Militia” and the motto “Every Second Counts,”
will be assigned to Clark County battalions
throughout the Las Vegas Valley to respond
to ﬁres, accidents and other emergencies.
The Clark County Fire Department is
the largest in the state and is responsible for
protecting the famed Las Vegas Strip, the
largest part of the Las Vegas Valley and a
county the size of New Jersey at more than
8,000 square miles. Its purview also covers
the resort townships of Laughlin, Primm
and Jean. The department has 31 full-time
ﬁre stations and 10 volunteer ﬁre stations in
rural areas. The department received almost
155,000 calls for service in 2021. The Fire
Department also maintains one of only 28
urban search and rescue teams in the country
and provides ﬁre and rescue services to the
nation’s 8th-busiest airport.
*****
Emergency managers seek
public input on local hazards
Clark County and area emergency managers are asking community members to participate in a survey through Aug. 31 to gather
public input on the top hazards Southern
Nevada faces and to support community resil-

iency. The 11-question survey is part of a joint
effort to update the County’s Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan (MJHMP). It’s
available here: https://www.surveymonkey.
com/r/ClarkCountyMJHMP2023.
The County’s Hazard Mitigation Plan
is updated every ﬁve years in cooperation
with the cities of Boulder City, Henderson,
Las Vegas, North Las Vegas, Mesquite,
the Las Vegas Band of Paiutes, the Moapa
Band of Paiutes, the Clark County School
District (CCSD), the Clark County Water
Reclamation District (CCWRD), Las Vegas
Metropolitan Police Department and the Las
Vegas Valley Water District. It’s an opportunity to re-assess risks posed by natural,
technological, and human-caused disasters
and identify ways to mitigate those risks. The
planning process will result in an update to
the County’s plan in 2023.
“We encourage countywide participation in the survey among our residents and
businesses in rural and urban areas of our
community,” said Clark County Deputy Fire
Chief Billy Samuels, who oversees the Fire
Department’s Ofﬁce of Emergency Management. “The survey also will tell us about the
state of preparedness among our residents so
we can work to address needs as part of our
future hazard mitigation planning.”
The top hazards identiﬁed during past updates have been communicable disease, wildﬁre, ﬂooding, earthquake and extreme heat.
Power outages also can be sporadic concerns.
Participation in the survey is anonymous.
Through the survey, Southern Nevadans can
share which hazards they believe have the
greatest impact on the community. Survey
responses will provide planners insight into
public preferences and valuable knowledge
about the needs of vulnerable populations.
The goal is to ensure that those who may be

disproportionately affected by disasters are
accounted for in the update of the plan.
The Federal Disaster Mitigation Act
of 2000 requires Hazard Mitigation Plan
updates for communities to remain eligible to continue to receive certain forms of
non-emergency disaster assistance. Requirements for the updates also are set by the
State of Nevada and the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA).
The County’s existing 2018 MJHMP can
be found on the Fire Department’s Ofﬁce of
Emergency Management website pages at
https://tinyurl.com/5n69k2f5. A draft of the
2023 MJHMP is expected to be posted for
public review in late spring 2023.
*****
I-15/Tropicana Interchange
Public Meeting July 27
The Nevada Department of Transportation
(NDOT) announces an in-person, public
meeting for the I-15/Tropicana Interchange
Project.
Purpose of the meeting: The Nevada Department of Transportation (NDOT) invites
you to attend a public information meeting
for the I-15/ Tropicana Avenue Interchange
Project in Las Vegas, Nevada. This public
meeting serves as the opportunity to learn
about the project and ask questions prior to
construction, slated for late Summer 2022.
Purpose of the project: The reconstruction of the I-15/Tropicana Interchange will
raise the height of the Tropicana bridge over
I-15, lengthen the bridge to accommodate
future widening of I-15, and expand Tropicana Avenue from three lanes to four in both
directions between Las Vegas Boulevard and
Valley View Boulevard. The Project will also
realign Dean Martin Drive under the Tropicana roadway to improve trafﬁc ﬂow and
build an HOV half-interchange on the south
side of Harmon Avenue. Along with easing
congestion, the project will improve safety
for both motorists and pedestrians.

In-person public meeting information:
The public meeting is an open house format
from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. with a formal presentation at 5:30 p.m. on July 27, 2022, held at
the Hampton Inn, 4975 S. Dean Martin Drive,
Las Vegas, NV 89118. Printouts and displays
from the public meeting will be available
online at the project website, i15Trop.com.
Livestream information: The formal
project presentation will be live-streamed
on July 27, 2022, at 5:30 p.m. via the NDOT
Facebook page (@NevadaDOT). Livestream
participants will be given the opportunity
to provide comments and ask questions via
Facebook.
Members of the public are encouraged
to learn more, ask questions, and submit
comments about the project over the ofﬁcial
comment period (July 27 - Aug. 17). Comments or questions will be received via the
in-person and livestreamed meeting, project
website, and via email (info@i15trop.com)
through Aug. 17, 2022. You may also mail
your comments using the contact information
below.
Contact: Lynnette Russell, P.E., NDOT
Project Manager, 4285 Polaris Ave., Las
Vegas, NV 89103
Special accommodation requests: Reasonable efforts will be made to assist and accommodate persons with disabilities desiring
to attend the meeting. Requests for auxiliary
aids or services to assist individuals with
disabilities or limited English proﬁciency
should be made with as much advance notice
as possible to Cassie Mlynarek, NDOT Public
Involvement Specialist, at (702) 232-5288 or
email at cmlynarek@dot.nv.gov.
For additional details, including the latest
on trafﬁc impacts I-15/Tropicana Interchange
project online at www.i15trop.com. Follow
the project via social media at @i15trop on
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. 24-hour
project hotline: 702-876-TROP.
*****

SUPPORT A RESILIENT
COMMUNITY

Clark County & Agency Partners Want to Know Your
Thoughts on the Top Hazards Facing Southern Nevada

RESPONSE

RECOVERY

TAKE OUR SURVEY
BY AUG. 31

www.surveymonkey.com/r/ClarkCountyMJHMP2023

MITIGATION

PREPAREDNESS

ABOUT THE PROJECT

Participation in this survey is anonymous and will provide valuable
public input to update our Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation
Plan (MJHMP). Emergency planners update the plan every ﬁve
years to re-assess risks posed by natural, technological and
human-caused disasters and to identify ways to mitigate potential
hazards. Partners include the area cities, Las Vegas Band of
Paiutes, Moapa Band of Paiutes, Clark County School District, Clark
County Water Reclamation District (CCWRD), Las Vegas
Metropolitan Police Department & Las Vegas Valley Water District.

To learn more about the 2023 MJHMP update process,
contact Clark County’s Oﬃce of Emergency Management
at OEM@ClarkCountyNV.gov.

Don’t forget the small things
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By Doug Dickerson
“Be faithful in the small things
because it is in them that your
strength lies.” — Mother Teresa
In the final pages of his great
epic The Lord of the Rings, J.R.R.
Tolkien writes of his heroes, Sam
and Frodo, and their desperate quest
to reach the cursed Mount Doom
to cast the ring of power, a device
that held much of the dark lord
Sauron’s power, into the fire and
destroy it. As they came closer to
the mountain, their situation grew
more desperate.
They were wasting away physically, Frodo’s spirit was failing,
and their quest seemed hopeless.
In a key moment, Sam attempts to
encourage Frodo by asking him if
he remembers the taste of strawberries and cream, the sound of water,
and the beauties of spring in their
far-off home, the Shire.
The lesson here is as powerful as
it is simple — we must not forget
the small and meaningful things in
life that we often take for granted.
In life, we are so busy and the “tyranny of the urgent” often crowds
out what’s truly important.
In leadership, remembering the
small things is also a necessity.
The small things that leaders do

DoUg DICkErsoN
are what make them great leaders.
So, let’s examine some of the small
things that yield great returns.
Mind your manners
It should go without saying, but
I’m saying it, leaders must mind
their manners. Common courtesies
of respect matter. It may seem like
a small thing to you but people see,
hear, and notice when you use your
manners and in particular when
you don’t.
Give credit, take the blame
Little things like giving credit or
praising the work of others are one
of the most honorable things you

can do as a leader. Take responsibility when things go wrong, and give
credit to others when things go well.
Listen more, talk less
You will be more effective as
a leader when you understand the
value of listening more than speaking. Often, it’s not what you have
to say that’s so important, but what
you need to hear that will make you
a better leader.
Put your phone away
It will be hard for you to be in
the moment and for your people to

BEHIND THE MIKE

Trust the Process

By Micheal A. Aun
What separates extraordinary
leaders from the rest of the pack?
They trust the process.
It starts with defining the process
from the outset. The greatest leaders
of our time are those who have done
two things: (a) They have successfully defined the path to reach their
goal, and (b) They trust the process
to get them where they want to go.
They have expectations, not
excuses. They define the way, not
the obstacles. They understand the
“why” behind their method and
they are true to that course.
The world most of us can relate
to is the coaching field because
most of us have been touched
directly or indirectly by a coach,
teacher, or a mentor that gives us
wisdom and vision.
Absent a process, we are no better than a leader without a plan. If
you cannot describe your sequence,
you have a problem. The great
Italian philosopher Yogi Berra once
quipped: “When you come to a fork
in the road, take it.”
That seems to be how many
below-average leaders strategize.
They are reactive… and not proactive. All art is a progression of one’s
development; it is a direction, not
a destination.
When my children were growing
up, I always reminded them to not
be concerned with what they were
going to be when they grow up. It
probably had not been invented.
Four of the top ten “in-demand”
new careers today are less than 15
years old.
Work on your process of completing steps along the path. Most
especially, do not get good at making wrong choices. Good sequence
and progression are more likely to
produce good results.
One of my favorite ideas is
simple and is the title of a book I
am working on: ”All I Want Out of
Life Is an Unfair Advantage!” The
unfair advantage is the process. You
must trust it until it can no longer
be trusted. Then you adjust.

MICHAEL A. AUN
College sports are in upheaval
today because many of the socalled leaders have no idea where
they are going. They do not have a
process that is tried and true.
All of college sports is being
cannibalized because of a lack of
forethought. Despite that, slowing
it down might be short-term answer
but surrendering completely will
not speed it up.
When I study a Nick Sabin or a
Bill Belichick, the common denominator I garner is they are absolutely
committed to the process. Neither,
on the face it, seem like they are

finally enjoying the journey. You
might as well appreciate it while
you have it.
Their bottom line appears to
suggest that if you fall in love with
the process, the results will follow.
Both these coaches are devoted to
their process. Notably though, neither is afraid to fix the things that
are broken in their advancement.
When we accept that change
is no single episode or event but
rather is part of the process, we can
adjust. The art of leadership is to
understand that the creativity is an
on-going part of the journey.
Focus and hold the vision…
and the process is easier to trust.
Nitpick the process… but not your
people. Focusing on the path makes
the journey universal for others to
follow.
You do not throw an egg in
the barnyard and expect it to start
clucking tomorrow morning. You
do not plant a seed and expect to eat
fruit that day. Focus on the process
and not the results. They will follow
if your process is true.
Michael Aun is a syndicated columnist and writes a weekly column
for this newspaper. To contact Michael Aun go to www.aunline.com.

believe that you matter to them if
you are constantly toggling between
them and your phone. This is not
just common courtesy, it’s a matter
of respect.
Walk humbly
Never allow yourself to get so
proud and “successful” that you
forget what the struggle was like
when you started out and what the
struggle is like for those following
your footsteps. You can be a great
resource and help others but not if
you are haughty or prideful.
Remain teachable
John Wooden said it well, “It’s
what you learn after you know it
all that counts.” This is timeless
advice. You will never know it all
so never stop learning.
Laugh at yourself
Life’s too short to be taken so
seriously. Learn how to laugh at
yourself. You’ll feel better and it
will endear you to those already
laughing at you.
Be reliable
Nothing will frustrate the peo-

ple you lead more than not being
reliable. If your people are unsure
about you as a leader they will be
unsure about where you are leading
them.
Keep your word
It’s a simple rule of leadership.
If your people can trust you they
won’t follow you.
Be Generous
Leaders lead by example — be
generous with your time, your talents, and your treasure. Every day
strive to make the world a better
place because you are in it.
Final Thoughts
“Character demonstrates itself
in trifles,” said Louise Imogen
Guiney, and while it might seem
small to you, the small things add
up and your leadership depends on
it. Don’t forget the small things.
*****
Doug Dickerson is a syndicated
columnist. He writes a weekly column for this newspaper. To contact
Doug Dickerson go to www.dougdickerson.net.

Bob Beckett
Attorney At Law

Elected 5 terms as Nye County District Attorney
Practice areas
Criminal defense, Personal injury, Bankruptcy
and debt, Car accident, DUI and DWI
Licensed for 29 years
AVVO CONTRIBUTIONS
Beckett knows Nevada criminal law
— especially how to get the most out of
the probation/monitoring system.
Beckett provides very effective and
personable service — His fees are also fair

During these Covid-19 days, the Urantia Book Study
Group has taken to Zoom, as many other meetings
have. As always, this high-level discussion group
is for all faiths, all ages,and all those seeking
answers to their unanswered questions.
Call 775-505-5058 for details

(702) 334-4886
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Social Security awareneSS

8 Myths About Social Security

Separate Social Security facts from fiction to make the most of your benefit during retirement.
By Rachel Hartman
Social Security benefits are likely to be a big part of your retirement
plan. Around 65 million Americans
will have received more than $1
trillion in benefits during 2020,
according to the Social Security
Administration. Yet understanding
exactly how this program works, as
well as the best time to start taking
benefits, isn’t always easy.
Here are some of the most common misconceptions surrounding
Social Security:
—Social Security will fully fund
my retirement.
—Taking benefits early is best.
—Full benefits start at age 65.
—Applying in person is required.
—I can’t work and receive Social Security benefits.
—Social Security benefits won’t
be taxed.
—It’s impossible to stop benefits.
—Divorcees can’t receive benefits.
Myth: Social Security Will
Cover My Income Needs
While the Social Security program will provide cash during
your retirement years, you’ll likely
want additional sources of income.
Social Security benefits represent
approximately 33 percent of the
income the elderly receive, according to the Social Security Administration. “Social Security was
never meant to be the sole source
of income for retirees,” says Casey
A. Marx, founder and president of
Crown Haven Wealth Advisors in
Carmel, Indiana.
Your Social Security benefits are
based on the earnings you brought
in during your working years.
The benefit you receive will be
calculated by taking into account
your highest 35 years of earning
history. You may want more than
this amount each month, depending on your housing costs, health
expenses, hobbies and travel plans.
Myth: It’s Better to Take Social
Security Benefits Early
You can start receiving Social

Security benefits at any time at
age 62 or older. The amount you’ll
receive each month will vary based
on your age. If you start taking
benefits right away at age 62, the
amount you receive each month
will be reduced. For example,
someone born in 1960 who is eligible for a $1,000 monthly benefit at
67 can expect to receive just $700
a month, or 30 percent less than
the benefit at full retirement age,
if he or she begins drawing Social
Security at age 62.
Myth: I’ll Receive My Full
Social Security Benefit at 65
While age 65 is often considered
a common age for retirement, you
probably won’t be eligible for your
full benefit at that time. “Full Social
Security benefits are not available
until you reach your normal retirement age, which may be a later
date,” says Kurt J. Rossi, president
and wealth advisor at Independent
Wealth Management in Wall, New
Jersey.
To determine your normal retirement age, which is also known
as your “full retirement age,” consider the year you were born. For
instance, age 65 is considered the

normal retirement age for those
born in 1937 or earlier. Retirees
born between 1943 and 1954 have
a normal retirement age of 66.
Individuals born after 1960 will
start receiving full benefits at age
67. “It is important to be aware
of your normal retirement age, as
claiming benefits early will result
in a reduction in the amount you
may receive,” Rossi says.
Myth: I Have to Go to a Social
Security Office to Apply
You can go to a Social Security
office in person to fill out an application for Social Security benefits,
but you can also sign up from the
comfort of your own home. “You
can apply for Social Security
benefits online,” says Neal Stern,
a certified public accountant and
member of the AICPA Financial
Literacy Commission. Go to ssa.
gov to get started. “To allow for
processing time, it’s a good idea to
start the process up to four months
before you want to start collecting
benefits,” Stern says.
Myth: Once I Start Social
Security Benefits, I Can’t
Work Anymore
You’re allowed to continue

working after you begin receiving
Social Security. Keep in mind that
your job could impact the amount
you receive in benefits, depending on your age and the amount
you earn. During 2020, if you’re
between age 62 and your full retirement age, you can earn up to
$18,240 and not have your benefits
temporarily reduced. If you make
more than $18,240, your benefits
will be reduced $1 for every $2 you
make above the limit.
In the year you turn your full
retirement age the limit climbs to
$48,600, and $1 in benefits is deducted for every $3 you earn above
the limit. The earnings are only
counted up to the month before
you reach your full retirement age,
and not for the full year. Once you
reach your full retirement age, there
is no limit on the amount you can
earn. So if your full retirement age
is 67 and you begin taking benefits
at that time, you could earn any
amount in a year and your benefits
won’t be reduced.
Myth: I Won’t Pay Taxes
on Social Security
Your Social Security benefit
may be subject to income taxes,

but it will depend on your total
amount of income. If you have
other sources of income, add them
up, including any wages earned,
dividends and retirement account
distributions. Then add half of your
Social Security benefit to that total.
If you’re single and the amount is
less than $25,000, your benefits
won’t be taxed. If you’re married
and the amount is less than $32,000,
you won’t be taxed either. For income levels that are higher, you can
expect to pay taxes on part of your
Social Security benefit.
Myth: Once I Start Social
Security, I Have to
Continue Receiving It
After you begin receiving Social
Security checks, you’re allowed to
make changes. However, adjustments must be made in a certain
time frame. “Social Security provides for a little known but very
valuable one-time do-over option,
allowing you to withdraw your
application within 12 months of
filing,” says Olga Poltoratskaya
Okaty, principal and director of
financial planning at Centerpoint
Advisors in Needham, Massachusetts. You’ll need to repay the
benefits and then file again later.
If you change your mind after
12 months, you won’t be able to
completely start over. If you are
normal retirement age or older, you
also have the option to temporarily
suspend payments and then qualify
for bigger payments later.
Myth: My Divorce Will Reduce
My Social Security Benefits
If you were married for 10 years
or longer, you could be eligible to
receive benefits based on your exspouse’s work record. To qualify,
you’ll need to be at least 62 and
unmarried. The benefit you would
receive through your ex-spouse’s
work history will need to be higher
than what you would get based on
your own working past.
*****
Rachel Hartman began writing
for U.S. News in 2018, covering
topics related to personal finance
and retirement.

5 Reasons to Claim Social Security at Age 70
Financial planners say wait until 70, but few Americans take that advice.
By Rodney Brooks
It’s not hard to see the logic. If
you wait until you are 70 to take
your Social Security benefit, you
will receive monthly payments
that are 32 percent higher than the
benefits you would have received at
age 66, which is the retirement age
for many Americans. Retirees who
wait to claim can get hundreds of
dollars more each month than those
who take benefits early.
However, only 5 percent of men
and 7 percent of women wait until
70, according to Social Security
Administration data. About half
of Americans take Social Security
before full retirement age, often
because they can’t afford not to.
Over a quarter of men and just
under a third of women take Social
Security as soon as they are eligible
at age 62.
“Most financial advisors say
wait until 70,” says Hans Scheil,
CEO of Cardinal Retirement Planning in Cary, North Carolina, and
author of “The Complete Cardinal
Guide to Planning for and Living
in Retirement.” But there are also
cases when it makes sense to start
benefits earlier.
Here’s how to decide whether
to claim Social Security at age 70:
—Do not look at Social Security
in isolation.
—Consider your longevity.
—Separate the emotional from
the financial.
—Run the numbers.
—Be realistic.
Do Not Look at
Social Security in Isolation
Social Security is just one component of your retirement income,
and your other income sources
should also play a role in your
claiming decision. “A lot of people
look at Social Security as a standalone event, when in reality it’s
a part of the financial situation,”
says John Gajkowski, a principal of
Money Managers Financial Group
in Oak Brook, Illinois.
If Social Security is your only

source of retirement income, the
claiming decision is very different
from people who have a pension
or 401(k) that will also provide
steady income. “It depends on their
preference, health, whether they are
married, whether they have savings and their retirement savings,”
Scheil says.
Consider Your Longevity
Some individuals look at longevity and their family history
when making Social Security
decisions. If you have a relatively
short life expectancy, that may help
make the case for taking Social
Security early.
“If there are health issues, you
also might consider not waiting,”
Gajkowski says. Gajkowski had
a 61-year-old client who had four
bouts with cancer, and he recommended that his client take Social
Security at age 62. “But if everyone
in your family lives until 90 or 95,

consider delaying,” Gajkowski
says.
Separate the Emotional
From the Financial
“The majority of people take
(Social Security) early,” Gajkowski
says. “It’s their shot at freedom.
They worked hard, put their money
into the system and want to get it
out as soon as possible.”
But rather than making an emotional decision, create a My Social
Security account and examine how
much you will receive at various
claiming ages. While signing up
for Social Security does have an
emotional element, understand
the benefits and consequences of
signing up at each age.
Run the Numbers
There is no universal rule of
thumb about the best age to sign
up. “But generally, financially, as a
rule of thumb, if you can wait, it’s
not a bad option to wait,” says Dan

Houston, CEO of Principal Financial Group in Des Moines, Iowa.
Those who wait get bigger
checks in the later part of retirement, when going back to work
may no longer be a realistic option.
However, they also forgo several
years of potential income in the
early part of retirement.
“When you get to be 70, you
will get a bigger check, but you
will have gone without checks for
four years,” Scheil says. “If you
wait until 70, you will get enough
more money that if you live until
80 or 90, everything after that will
be gravy or (a) profit.”
Be Realistic
A lot of people can’t afford to
wait to sign up for Social Security.
Consider that most Americans have
not saved enough for retirement.
“The biggest challenge for most
people is they under-save for retirement,” Houston says. Many

people can improve their financial
situation by working in retirement,
but you could also end up retiring
earlier than you planned to. “They
can work in retirement, but unfortunately 50 percent of Americans end
up retiring before they had planned
for three reasons: The first reason
is their health, the second reason is
their spouse’s health and the third
reason is that their services are
no longer necessary – they were
terminated,” Houston says. So,
planning to continue to work during
retirement is not always an option.
Take the time to do some research before you sign up for Social
Security. If you already started your
benefit and change your mind, there
may still be a few ways to increase
your payments.
*****
Rodney Brooks writes and
speaks about retirement and personal finance issues.
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What You
Need To
Know
By Dr Nina Radcliff

Reasons to Walk,
Today and Every Day!

By Dr. Nina Radcliff, MD
Walking for 30 to 40 minutes
each day is one of the best decisions
you can make for your body, mind,
and spirit.
Along with being natural and
easy on your joints, study after
study shows that walking provides
you with tremendous mental and
physical health benefits:
—Walking improves mood by
increasing endorphins (your body’s
feel-good hormones) while helping to decrease stress and anxiety
by lowering the stress hormone
cortisol.
—A commitment to taking more
steps routinely also lowers body
mass index (BMI), blood pressure,
cholesterol and blood sugar levels,
knee pain and stiffness, and the
risk of stroke, colon cancer, heart
disease, and type 2 diabetes.
—Additionally, walking helps
with mental sharpness — improving memory, your ability to focus,
blood circulation, bone and muscle
strength, sleep quality, breathing,
immune function and your ability
to fight off infections.
—Walking increases your length
of life — yes, walkers live longer!
—Studies show that by adding
2000 more steps a day to your regular activities, you may never gain
another pound.
—And to lose weight, add in

more steps. While you still need
to eat a balanced, healthy diet,
walking helps you build healthy
lean muscle, lose inches of fat,
and pump up your metabolism. Of
long-term successful weight losers,
almost all maintain a program of
walking or other exercises.
Walking —
Great, Healthy Moves!
All you need is a pair of comfortable shoes and to get out the
door or onto the treadmill. With a
friend or alone, you can reap the
benefits of walking, via several
shorter walks or one longer walk
during the day.
Heard of 10,000 steps per day?
Research shows that 10,000 steps
per day isn’t a magic number, but
rather a good indicator of how
much activity a person is achieving
in a day. And walking more steps
per day is also associated with
healthy weight and BMI. Most
weight loss programs recommend
burning 200 to 300 calories per day
in moderate to vigorous exercise
— and if you’re walking 10,000
steps per day you should be burning
enough calories.
Some think walking is not “hot
and heavy” enough to have an
impact on their weight and overall
health.
This is not true. Walking is a
great way to begin and improve

conditioning. Whether you decide
to walk or run depends on your
preference and individual needs.
Both provide health benefits and
for many, engaging in a walking
program most days of the week is
easier to adhere to than running.
Research shows “sitting” is the
new smoking, increasing your risk
for heart disease, diabetes, and even
death. Sitting reduces blood flow to
your legs — but just 10 minutes of
walking can help! Scientists found
that even after 6 hours of sitting, a
10-minute walk got blood flowing
correctly in the legs again.
Tips:
—You don’t need any special
equipment, except for walking
shoes. Look for shoes that support
your arch, are slightly elevated at
your heel, and have a flexible sole.
Good walking form involves “heelto-toe” — your heel contacting the
ground and then rolling gradually
to your toes
—Walk in your neighborhood,

a park, school track or indoors
on a treadmill or around a mall or
grocery store. Consider walking
in place while watching television
(or place a treadmill in front of the
television).
—If you’re sedentary or have a
medical condition such as heart or
lung disease, talk with your doctor before beginning an exercise
program.
—You can go as fast or slow
as you need and you can spread
out your walking throughout your
day. There are cumulative benefits!
Taking walking breaks helps “break
up” sedentary/sitting time, which is
beneficial!
—Create a walking plan where
you start slowly (e.g., a few blocks
for a week) and then increase it
every week to attain your goal (e.g.,
10,000 steps).
—Pick-up the pace if your
health permits. Experts define this
as about 100 steps per minute for
adults under age 60. An average

easy walking pace is 20 minutes
per mile (about 3-4 mph); a fast
pace is 12 minutes per mile (5
mph). A general rule of thumb is
that 10 minutes of walking equates
to nearly 1,000 steps.
—Use a pedometer or your
smartphone to track your steps.
Walking routinely not only
wards off more diseases than you
can count on both hands, but it also
soothes the mind, inspires creativity, and boosts your mood.
*****
This article is for general information only and should not be
used for the diagnosis or treatment
of medical conditions and cannot
substitute for the advice from your
medical professional. Dr. Nina has
used all reasonable care in compiling the current information but
it may not apply to you and your
symptoms. Always consult a doctor
or other health care professional
for diagnosis and treatment of
medical conditions.

AUTO INSURANCE
DESIGNED FOR AARP MEMBERS

$357

*

AVERAGE SAVINGS
WHEN YOU SWITCH

IF YOUR CURRENT
INSURANCE IS:

YOU COULD SAVE:

GEICO

$482

ALLSTATE

$571

STATE FARM

$427

Experienced Drivers 50+: You could save hundreds*
on Auto Insurance when you switch to the AARP® Auto
Insurance Program from The Hartford.
• Rates that reward you for your safe driving
• Exclusive package of benefits
• 24/7 Claim Hotline and exceptional claims service
CALL THE HARTFORD TO REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
AND SEE HOW MUCH YOU COULD SAVE:

1-855-855-6448

Not a member? If you’re 50 or over, request a FREE quote and more information today!
LIMITED TIME OFFER! Receive this calculator FREE when
you request a quote and provide your email address.**
* Savings amounts are averages based on information from The Hartford’s AARP Auto Insurance Program customers who became new policyholders between 1/1/17 and 12/31/17 and provided
data regarding their savings and prior carrier. Your savings may vary.
** The gift offer is only good for first time responders who provide a valid email address. Responders will be sent an email to confirm the gift. All responders in IA, IL and RI who do not provide an email
address are still eligible to receive the gift. The gift offer is not available in GA, ND, NM or PA, but residents may still request a quote. The gift is only available as a limited time offer. Please allow 4-7
weeks for delivery.
AARP and its affiliates are not insurers. Paid endorsement. The Hartford pays royalty fees to AARP for the use of its intellectual property. These fees are used for the general purposes of AARP.
AARP membership is required for Program eligibility in most states. The AARP Automobile Insurance Program from The Hartford is underwritten by Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its affiliates,
One Hartford Plaza, Hartford, CT 06155. Auto program is currently unavailable in Massachusetts, Canada and U.S. Territories or possessions. Specific features, credits and discounts may vary and
may not be available in all states in accordance with state filings and applicable law. Applicants are individually underwritten and some may not qualify.
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