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“I may disapprove of what you say, but I will defend to the death your right to say it” — Voltaire

The Silent Minority: Nevada GOP US Senate
and Nevada Governor Primary Candidates
By Steve Sanson
President of Veterans In Politics
International, Inc.
I am truly amazed by the two
candidates who won their primary
election for United States Senate
and Nevada State Governor.
The Republican State Party
Recommendation Committee for
pre-primary endorsements choose
Adam Laxalt for Senate and Joe
Lombardo for Governor, leaving
the other candidates off the list of
recommendations.
Let’s take a look at the U.S.
Senate race. The Republican State
Party Delegates overwhelmingly
supported Sam Brown and rejected
Adam Laxalt.
Let’s take a look at the Nevada

My Point
of
View
By Rolando Larraz

Governor’s race: the Republican
State Party Delegates overwhelmingly supported Joey Gilbert and
rejected Joe Lombardo.
So what happened?
The establishment pushed the
Laxalt and Lombardo agenda and
former U.S. President Trump endorsed both candidates.
Overwhelmingly, the Republican Party “Doers” did not want either candidate, and both candidates
get criticized at events.
The Republicans that are unconscious of what is going on (the
silent minority) voted to put these
two candidates in office.
I am so confused as to why this
has happened. Both the State and
County Republican Party preach
(See Silent Minority, Page 2)

Nevadans can now apply for
expanded child care assistance

By Cole Lauterbach
The Center Square
Parents in Nevada dealing with
the high cost of child care are
able to apply for state tax dollars
appropriated under an expanded
state program.
According to the Center for
American Progress, 72 percent of
Nevada residents live in what’s
considered a “child care desert,”
meaning a census tract with at
least 50 children under five that
has either no child care option or
a demand of at least three children
for each available child care slot.
Only Utahans have less access to

child care.
Gov. Steve Sisolak announced
the Nevada Child Care Fund to
expand access Thursday.
“Nevada’s working families
need support. This funding will
help these families increase their
household income, stay in their
homes, support their families and
save for the future,” said Governor
Sisolak. “Quality, affordable child
care is critical for the success of
our kids, our families and will
support our local businesses and
economy by creating a more stable
workforce.”
(See Child Care, Page 3)

Jill Biden apologizes for referring
to Hispanics as “Breakfast Tacos”

By Perly Viasmensky
Las Vegas Tribune
First lady Jill Biden apologized on Tuesday
after saying the Hispanic community was as
“unique” as “breakfast tacos” during a speech
on Monday.
“The First Lady apologizes that her words
conveyed anything but pure admiration and love
for the Latino community,” tweeted Michael
LaRosa, Biden’s press secretary.
Jill Biden received her doctorate in education from the University of Delaware and still
doesn’t know that Mexicans are not the only
Spanish-speaking people in the United States.
There is probably a dislike about her comment because not every member of the Latino
community eats tacos for breakfast.
This brought to mind the case of a local

politician that told a group of Mexican High
School students that they could pass as Philippines. As anybody could understand, Mexicans
are extreme nationalists and took that comment
as an offense.
Latin America is understood to consist of the
entire continent of South America, in addition to
Mexico and the islands of the Caribbean, whose
people speak a Romance language.
Salvadorans eat Pupusas. Guatemalans —
Rellenitos; the typical Hondurans breakfast
usually is scrambled eggs, refried black beans
and tortillas. Panamenaens and Venezuelans
eat arepas.
Cubans? For sure they don’t eat tacos for
breakfast.
Of course, we are living in an era when
(See Jill Biden Apology, Page 3)

Laid-off Tesla workers file emergency
plea, alleging small severance pay

By Hyunjoo Jin
SAN FRANCISCO, (Reuters)
— Two laid-off Tesla workers filed
an emergency motion on Tuesday
to stop the electric car maker for
allegedly seeking separation agreements for far less severance than
legally required.
As part of Tesla’s ongoing layoffs, it has been asking employees
to agree to release it of all claims,

in exchange for a severance of just
one or two weeks’ pay and benefits,
the motion filed with a Texas court
alleges.
This is a small portion of the
actual severance of 60 days of pay
and benefits that the employees
would be entitled to under a labor
law - the Worker Adjustment and
Retraining Notification (WARN)
Act, it added.

The two workers were among
more than 500 workers laid off at
Tesla’s gigafactory plant in Sparks,
Nevada, in May and June.
“Employees who have lost
their jobs are typically eager to get
whatever additional pay that they
can get and have no reason to know
that they are entitled to more due
to Tesla’s violations of the WARN
(See Telsa Lay-offs, Page 3)

Biden must be impeached, then indicted for treason
By Wayne Allyn Root
It’s all out in the open now. We
have a traitor and figurative suicide
bomber in the White House.
No one is even bothering to hide
it. President Joe Biden is clearly
a suicide bomber, owned by the
Chinese Communist Party and the
Mexican drug cartel, and put in
place to destroy America, American
exceptionalism, capitalism and
most importantly, the great American middle class.

I learned this plan at Columbia
University, Class of ‘83, alongside
my classmate, future President
Barack Obama (who, as far as I
know, was never actually seen in
any class at Columbia — but that’s
a story for another day). The plan
we learned at Columbia was called
‘Cloward-Piven.’ The goals of Cloward-Piven were about overwhelming the system, collapsing the U.S.
economy, destroying capitalism and
(See Wayne Allyn Root, Page 2)

Raiders name Morgan as first Black
female president in the NFL history
By Rory Carroll
LAS VEGAS (Reuters) — The
Las Vegas Raiders have named Sandra Douglass Morgan as the team’s
new president, making her the first
Black woman to hold that position
in NFL history.
The Las Vegas native is a former
Nevada Gaming Control Board
chairwoman and was most recently with the law firm Covington &
Burling, LLP.
“It is the honor of a lifetime to
join the Raiders at one of the most
defining times in the team’s history,” Morgan said.
“This team’s arrival in Las Vegas has created a new energy and
opportunities we never dreamed
possible. I look forward to taking
this team’s integrity, spirit and
commitment to excellence on the
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Quote of the Week:

“The Chinese government is
trying to shape the world by
interfering in our politics”
FBI Director
Christopher Wray

Please Note:

Although the Las Vegas Tribune is open to all and sundry
opinions about what we publish,
we wish to inform all those who
choose to submit their opinions
in writing to refrain from threatening anyone about whom an
article is written or the writer of
the article. In other words, any
opinions containing threats will
not be published. We thank you
for adhering to this policy.

Mission Statement

We search for the truth, embrace the truth, and print the
truth. If we inadvertently print
something that is not true, we
will let our readers know. We are
open to documented information
to shed light on any issue of
concern to our readers. We are
of service to our community, and
it is our intention to serve our
community the best way we can.

field into every facet of this organization.”
Raiders owner Mark Davis, who
moved the team to Las Vegas from
Oakland in 2020, praised Morgan.
“I am thrilled that Sandra has
agreed to join the Raiders family,”
Davis said.
“Her experience, integrity and
passion for this community will
be invaluable to our organization.
From the moment I met Sandra, I
knew she was a force to be reckoned with. We are extremely lucky
to have her at the helm.”
The franchise has seen rapid
turnover in the position of team
president recently.
Marc Badain abruptly left the
role after 30 years with the or-

ganization one year ago and was
replaced by Dan Ventrelle, who was
fired in May.
“Let me be clear — I am not
here to avoid or sidestep problems
or concerns that need to be addressed,” Morgan said in a letter
to members of the organization,
the Las Vegas Review-Journal
reported.
“I’ve given long and thoughtful
consideration to joining you, and
I’ve done so because I believe in
the promise of the Raiders.
“Most importantly, I believe in
your core values of integrity, community, and commitment to excellence. I will expect you to embody
those and to hold me accountable
to doing the same.”

Firefighters start to contain
blaze in California’s Yosemite
(Reuters) — About four days
after a wildfire started in Yosemite
National Park, firefighters in California have begun to contain the
blaze, which has threatened some
of the oldest giant sequoia trees in
the world, officials said on Monday.
None of the park’s landmark giant sequoias, the world’s largest tree
species by mass, have been reported
destroyed by the fire, officials said.
“We are starting to see some
containment,” Matt Ahearn, operations section chief with California
Interagency Incident Management
Team 13, said in a video briefing.
A press statement published af-

Silent Minority

ter Ahearn’s briefing said there was
zero percent containment. A public
information officer for the fire incident management team said he
was looking into the inconsistency
but added he was aware of areas of
containment on the incident’s latest
fire map and expected the incident
to report some containment.
The fire has burned 2,044 acres,
Ahearn said, without giving a number on its containment level.
The park’s Mariposa Grove,
home to over 500 giant sequoias,
has been closed since Friday. The
community of Wawona — which
(See Yosemite Fire, Page 3)

(Continued from Page 1)
to the missives and say that the
Democrats are destroying our way
of life and we should cast out all the
RINO (Republicans in Name Only)
party members and then they turn
around and do a complete 180. So
much for the pep talk!
In my opinion
Adam Laxalt
Adam Paul Laxalt was Nevada’s
33rd Attorney General; what had
he done when he was sitting in
that seat? Laxalt ran against Steve
Sisolak for Governor and we all
know how that went. Now Laxalt
is running for a more powerful seat
and a more powerful competitor
against Catherine Cortez Masto
who is loved by her party. Masto
received over 90 percent in her
primary in a five-way contest if you
include “none of these candidates.”
Plus the “ME TOO” movement is
in strong effect.
Why would the Republican

Party want to push Laxalt, who
is an opportunist, against a more
powerful candidate? Many would
say that Laxalt ran off of his grandfather’s name, who was a former
U.S. Senator.
Joe Lombardo
Joseph Michael Lombardo is
currently the 17th Clark County
Sheriff. Now, Lombardo needs
to give Clark County residents
and Veterans In Politics praise for
indirectly getting him the position
of Sheriff.
Let’s go down Memory Lane!
During the Stanley Gibson
shooting saga, Veterans In Politics
pushed the issue of how the Las
Vegas Metropolitan Police Department (LVMPD) shot and killed an
unarmed Army Veteran who was
suffering from Gulf War Syndrome
and Post Traumatic Stress Disorder
(PTSD).
We went to Carson City and
persuaded the Legislatures to de-

stroy the More Cops Bill. The
Legislatures sent this bill back to
the Clark County Board of County
Commissioners for a resolution.
This bill would be used to raise
property taxes to increase more
police; at least, which was the
argument to get the bill passed.
Veterans In Politics and many Clark
County Residents were against this
idea. We ended up destroying the
More Cops Bill with the help of
Steve Sisolak, then Chairman of the
Board of Commissioners.
Then Sheriff Doug Gillespie,
who was so infuriated with the outcome decided that he would decline
from running for a third term after
he had already publicly stated he
would. This is how Joe Lombardo
came into play.
Fast Forward
Since Lombardo’s tenure in office many questions are unanswered
such as: Where is the 1 October
Mass Shooting money? Why didn’t

CSI (Crime Scene Investigation), a
branch of the LVMPD, do ballistic
testing on the rounds found in the
bodies of the victims to the weapons found in the shooters Mandalay
Bay hotel room? Why is crime at
a record high of 49 percent? Why
does Lombardo insist on pre-question screening? Why doesn’t Lombardo show up to events? and, Why
is Lombardo so arrogant?
But the best question ever is
why Lombardo donated thousands
of dollars to Steve Sisolak in his
last campaign to help him become
Nevada’s Governor against Adam
Laxalt??
My predictions
Many Republican Doers cannot
consciously vote for U.S. Senate
nor Nevada Governor in this General Election, therefore the power
of these two seats remains in Democrat control.
I truly believe this is what the
establishment predicted and want!

(Continued from Page 1)
turning America into a socialist/
communist country.
It’s happening right now — with
Biden as the frontman and braindead puppet, and Obama as the real
president, lurking in the shadows,
pulling all the strings.
Except now Obama has updated
Cloward-Piven to include open
borders and massive inflation to
bankrupt the middle class.
First, open borders.
Biden is destroying America
by opening its borders to millions
of migrants and, worse, criminals
from all over the world. This is
about bankrupting our country and
raising the national debt to levels
that overwhelm the system and
collapse the economy.
Biden denies this is all about
the ‘great replacement.’ But this
isn’t about replacing white voters. It’s far worse than that. All
American citizens are a threat
to Biden’s agenda. This is about
replacing all American citizens:
white Americans, black Americans
and Hispanic Americans. We all
need to be replaced, or at the very
least overwhelmed and outvoted
to usher in a socialist-communist
government and economy.
Biden’s actions since day one
of his presidency have been open
treason. But in just the past few
days, he has escalated to levels

never thought possible:
— Biden’s Department of Justice actually sued Arizona to block
Arizona’s law that requires voters to
prove they are U.S. citizens.
— Biden is refusing to arrest,
detain or deport migrants convicted of certain crimes and ordered
deported by a court of law. This is
the hallmark of a communist attack:
Courts and laws no longer matter to
the Biden administration.
— Biden is making DEPORTED migrants eligible for U.S. citizenship. Yes, I said deported. He
doesn’t just want to invite every
migrant into our country; Biden
wants to also bring back the worst
of the worst who’ve already been
kicked out.
— Biden is reportedly transporting pregnant migrant minors
from Texas shelters to blue states,
providing them free abortions.
All of this happened in just the
past few days.
Now add in what I call the ‘inflation pandemic.’ This includes
the intentional destruction of the
oil and energy industry, as well as
farmers and the trucking industry.
All done to cause massive inflation
of gas, home heating oil, groceries
and virtually every product brought
to market. This is the purposeful
bankrupting and destruction of the
middle class.
Then, only hours ago, Biden

signed an executive order protecting abortion at the federal level —
something the U.S. Supreme Court
just struck down. No president can
overrule the Supreme Court. Biden
just knowingly committed a crime
against the U.S. Constitution.
— Biden is reportedly transporting pregnant migrant minors
from Texas shelters to blue states,
providing them free abortions.
All of this happened in just the
past few days.
Now add in what I call the ‘inflation pandemic.’ This includes
the intentional destruction of the
oil and energy industry, as well as
farmers and the trucking industry.
All done to cause massive inflation
of gas, home heating oil, groceries
and virtually every product brought
to market. This is the purposeful
bankrupting and destruction of the
middle class.
Then, only hours ago, Biden
signed an executive order protecting abortion at the federal level —
something the U.S. Supreme Court
just struck down. No president can
overrule the Supreme Court. Biden
just knowingly committed a crime
against the U.S. Constitution.
They aren’t even hiding it anymore. What does all this tell you?
A) This is a communist takeover
of the United States, aided and abetted by open borders and intentional
voter fraud.

B) They don’t care who knows.
What else could explain why Biden
and Democrats don’t care if the
entire middle class hates their guts?
This is a sign Democrats know elections are rigged and stolen. Your
vote no longer matters.
Biden is escalating. This is
treason on a grand scale never before imagined in the history of the
United States. I believe we have a
suicide bomber in the White House
out to destroy our country and make
our own citizens into serfs and
slaves dependent on a tyrannical
socialist/communist government.
It’s time to impeach Biden, then
remove him on grounds of treason.
Then he must be indicted for his
crimes against America and the
American people.
The trillion-dollar question is:
When will the GOP leadership step
up and publicly denounce Joe Biden
as a traitor?
Wayne Allyn Root is known as
“the Conservative Warrior.” “The
Great Patriot Protest & Boycott
Book” is Wayne’s new #1 bestseller.
Wayne is a CEO, entrepreneur and
host of the nationally-syndicated
“Wayne Allyn Root: Raw & Unfiltered” aired daily in Las Vegas on
KMZQ, 670 AM from 3 p.m. to 7
p.m. and the “WAR RAW” podcast.
Read Wayne’s commentaries and
see his videos at ROOTforAmerica.
com

Wayne Allyn Root
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By Frank Holmes
Horn News
He may be the leading challenger to President Joe Biden for the 2024 Democratic Party
presidential nomination — but his campaign
is already off to a rocky start.
Biden is beset by bad news. The percentage of Democrats who want someone
other than Biden as their presidential standard-bearer has increased from a bare majority of 51 percent back in February to an
overwhelming 64 percent in a brand new New
York Times-Siena College poll.
To make matters worse, a left-wing group
calling itself “Don’t Run, Joe” will launch its
new petition effort to tell the president to sit
out the next election — on November 9, the
day after the 2022 midterms.
“The threat of a neofascist GOP,” they
say, demands “bold and inspiring leadership
from the Oval Office’ — and that means
new blood. And it looks like someone has
stepped up to fill that role: California Gov.

Gavin Newsom.”
“Gavin Newsom just jump-started the
2024 campaign,” reported CNN last week.

“Gavin Newsom’s 2024 Presidential Campaign Has Begun,” said the Wall Street Journal’s editorial page. On the Fourth of July

weekend, Newsom ran attack ads in Florida
against another possible 2024 presidential
candidate: Gov. Ron DeSantis.
“I urge all of you living in Florida to join
the fight — or join us in California, where we
still believe in freedom: Freedom of speech,
freedom to choose, freedom from hate, and
the freedom to love,” said the ads.
Politico even called the ads the Newsom-DeSantis face-off the “shadow 2024
race.”
Newsom made the ads while coasting off
the fumes of a Yahoo News/YouGov Survey
that found him beating Donald Trump in a
hypothetical, head-to-head matchup…and
doing better than the vice president. “The
poll suggests Newsom would be a stronger
general election candidate than (Kamala)
Harris,” according to a news outlet in Newsom’s hometown of San Francisco.
“His office had been loath to disclose the
location until now,” wrote Hoeven.
(See Newsom Scandal, Page 4)

Giant sequoias may benefit from fire
in California’s Yosemite, official says

By Andrew Hay
(Reuters) — The fire in California’s Yosemite National Park may
benefit some of the world’s oldest
giant sequoias by helping release
seeds and clear debris from the
forest floor, preventing more severe
blazes that could wipe out many of
the massive trees, an official said on
Tuesday. The fire started on Thursday in the park’s Mariposa Grove,
home to more than 500 mature giant
sequoias, the largest tree species
by mass. The trees have survived
thousands of years despite regular
fires touched off by lightning.
The low-intensity blaze, named
the Washburn fire, likely killed
a couple of younger sequoias
growing in the southern part of the
grove, said Stanley Bercovitz, a
spokesman for the fire’s incident
management team.

But it also incinerated scrub and
dead trees that, if left unburned,
fuel severe fires capable of torching
larger sequoias more than 200 feet
tall and about 3,000 years old.
Drought-fueled blazes in California’s Sierra Nevada range, the
giant sequoia’s natural habitat, have
wiped out up to 20 percent of the
tree’s population in recent years,
according to biologists.
“It was definitely beneficial,”
Bercovitz said of the Washburn
incident. “Fire in the right amounts,
it’s very healthy.”
The Washburn blaze mimicked
natural fires that for millennia have
produced enough heat to open
cones without burning through the
sequoias’ thick bark. In the process,
soil is enriched with nitrogen from
burned wood.
Yosemite officials have long

(Continued from Page 2)
is located in the park and includes
Wawona Hotel and a campground
— was evacuated.
The rest of the park remains
open.
Firefighters set up sprinklers in
an attempt to protect giant sequoias
such as one named The Grizzly Giant which is around 3,000 years old.
With their thick bark, giant sequoias have coexisted for millennia

with lightning-sparked fires that
maintain the health of redwood
forests.
Experts say drought-stressed
sequoias today have grown vulnerable to more frequent bouts of extreme wildfire activity symptomatic
of human-caused climate change.
Thousands of the trees were
destroyed in recent years by fires
in California’s Sierra Nevada range,
the giant sequoia’s habitat

(Continued from Page 1)
everybody gets easily offended for
many different things.
Recently, the President of Mexico visited Washington to meet Joe
Biden. Mexicans made a big party
out of the occasion. They had Mariachi music, a couple of young ladies
sang “Viva Mexico” in front of the
hotel where Mr. Lopez Obrador
was staying and a lady who was
interviewed by Spanish Network
“Telemundo,” said, “We came here
to support OUR president.”
There are some people that took
that comment as an offense — “Our

President?” If the lady feels that
way, what is she doing here? Why
is she not in Mexico supporting
“HER” president?
That’s the way everything is
nowadays. That lady likes to live
in the United States, at the expense
of our dollars, but with her heart
in Mexico supporting “HER”
president.
This is why I always believe
there is a lot of truth in the old saying: “It’s better to keep your mouth
shut and pretend you’re stupid than
to open your mouth and prove that
you are.”

Yosemite Fire

Jill Biden Apology

Telsa Lay-offs
(Continued from Page 1)
Act,” the motion said.
“In short, Tesla hopes to buy off
these class members’ claims for
pennies on the dollar.”
Tesla did immediately reply to
an email seeking comments.
The two former employees had
also filed a lawsuit in June alleging
Tesla violated the law by carrying
out a “mass layoff” without providing the required 60-day notice.
Tesla Chief Executive Elon
Musk told top managers last month
that he had a “super bad feeling”
about the economy and that the
company needed to cut staff by
about 10 percent.

Later, the billionaire said the 10
percent cuts would apply only to
salaried workers and that hourly
staff numbers were still expected
to grow.
Tesla has shuttered its office in
San Mateo, California and laid off
roughly 200 employees working
on its Autopilot driver-assistant
system there.
Most of the laid-off people were
hourly workers.
Tesla faces a series of hurdles
ranging from production snags to
rising inflation that may hit profits,
Wall Street analysts said on Tuesday, as it reported a fall in deliveries
for the first time in two years.

used prescribed burns to remove a
build-up of fuel caused by over a
century of fire suppression.
The Washburn fire did not start
naturally and its cause is under
investigation, officials said.
By Tuesday morning, the blaze

Child Care

was 22 percent contained, having
burned through 3,221 acres (1,303
hectares), according to the Inciweb
incident information system.
The Mariposa Grove remained
closed to visitors, while the rest of
the sprawling park has stayed open.

(Continued from Page 1)
The program is a $50 million expansion of the
state’s existing child care program. The additional
funds will lower the total cost of child care for eligible families. The program is also available to more
families after the state increased the income threshold.
“The Department of Health and Human Services

California’s fuel-choked forests,
combined with drier conditions
linked to climate change, have created conditions for the eight largest
wildfires in state history since 2017,
according to California Department
of Forestry Protectiondata.

is working in a variety of areas to support child care
providers and families across the state,” said Karissa
Loper Machado, agency manager of the Child Care and
Development Program. “More families will be eligible
for assistance than ever before — I encourage families
to read our FAQ and reach out to find out if we can
help lower the cost of child care for your household.”
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GOP sees chances of midterm rout spike

By Emily Brooks
The Hill
Poll after poll showing voter discontent
with President Biden and the economy is
cementing Republicans’ sense that a GOP
House majority is all but inevitable, while
boosting their hopes about taking control of
the Senate and flipping some gubernatorial
and state-level seats.
“The cake is pretty well baked at this point
in favor of the Republicans taking control
of the House,” said GOP consultant John
Thomas. “The Republicans would have to
willfully work to screw it up. Doesn’t mean
it’s impossible.”
A New York Times survey highlighted on
the paper’s front page on Monday punctuated
the grim environment for Democrats. Just
a quarter of Democratic voters said Biden
should be the presidential nominee in 2024,
and the sentiment that the U.S. is headed in
the wrong direction has hit 77 percent, the
highest since the height of the 2008 financial
crash.
The survey is in line with numerous other
recent ones finding Biden’s underwater approval rating.
In an environment like this, and barring
any earth-shattering changes, analysts say, the
biggest liability for swing-seat Republicans
are themselves. And while there is near-universal optimism that Republicans will win
the House, the Senate and governorships are
less certain.
“Absent a miracle, there is no chance
[Democrats] hold the House in November,
and their only hope in the Senate will be Re-

publicans choosing terrible candidates, which
they have proven very capable of doing,”
said Rory Cooper, a veteran GOP strategist.
Republicans need to net only one seat to
win control of the Senate, but the electoral
landscape there is trickier and more based
on individual candidates and races than in
the House.
“I think those candidates have some
work to do. If they can get it within striking
distance, the wave should put them over,”
Thomas said.
Sarah Longwell, an anti-Trump GOP strategist, pointed to candidates such as Hershel
Walker, the Trump-backed GOP Senate nominee in Georgia who was recently revealed
to be the father of three previously unknown

children, being liabilities for Republican
hopes of winning key races.
Though it is a “broadly very favorable
environment for Republicans,” Longwell
said, she could see a scenario where “Republicans do really well, they take the House,
but they lose a lot of these individual Senate
races because they’ve nominated cranks and
extremists.”
GOP operatives, however, point to Democrats signaling a poor strategy on their part
in key races.
Democratic political groups spent around
$5.5 million trying to amplify the most conservative candidates in the Colorado GOP
Senate primary, but failed in keeping construction company owner Joe O’Dea from

becoming the nominee to challenge incumbent Sen. Michael Bennett (D). O’Dea’s win
prompted Roll Call election analyst Nathan
Gonzales to move the race from “solid Democratic” to “likely Democratic.”
And Republicans say that many issues
that Democrats are focusing on — such as
abortion, revelations about former President
Trump from the House Jan. 6 select committee and “Ultra MAGA” extremists — are
not sticking.
A poll of likely voters in swing states commissioned by the Republican State Leadership Committee, which supports down-ballot
state-level candidates, and conducted in the
days after the Supreme Court overturned
Roe v. Wade found that more voters named
inflation, the economy and crime as top issues
than pointed to abortion.
“While abortion is an issue people care
about, the data makes clear that it is not
among the top issues that will drive voting
behavior in November. Instead, this election
will remain about Biden’s failing economy,”
a memo accompanying the poll said.
In the New York Times survey released
Monday, just 5 percent of voters named
abortion as their most important issue.
“The January 6 committee has not moved
the needle against the Republicans in the midterm cycle really in the slightest,” Thomas
said. “Like, it’s not even in the top five issues
of concern of voters.”
Republicans point to the GOP Gov. Glenn
Youngkin’s off-year 2021 gubernatorial win
in Virginia, where education and the economy
(See GOP Midterm Rout, Page 5)

Twitter sues Elon Musk after attempt to terminate purchase
By Chris Mills Rodrigo
The Hill
Twitter on Tuesday sued Elon
Musk to force the Tesla CEO to
complete his $44 billion acquisition
of the social media platform.
Musk on Friday said he was
terminating the agreement because
Twitter hadn’t given him enough
information about bots on the
platform.
A judge in the business-specialized Delaware Court of Chancery
will now determine whether his
reasons for exiting the binding
contract are legitimate.
If not, Musk could be compelled
to complete the purchase at the
price point he offered in April of
$54.20 per share.
“Having mounted a public spectacle to put Twitter in play, and
having proposed and then signed a
seller-friendly merger agreement,
Musk apparently believes that he—
unlike every other party subject to
Delaware contract law — is free to
change his mind, trash the compa-

ny, disrupt its operations, destroy
stockholder value, and walk away,”
the lawsuit says.
Musk’s team made three arguments for why it believes the agreement has been violated: that Twitter
did not share sufficient information
about bots, that Twitter’s statements
about bots are wrong and the truth
lowers the company’s value, and
that Twitter broke an agreement by
terminating two executives.

(Continued from Page 3)
Now we know why: Because
it signals major hypocrisy on the
governor’s part. “Montana is one
of 22 states to which CA bans
state-funded travel due to anti-LGBTQ+ policies,” she noted on
Twitter. “It’s also likely to institute
an abortion ban.”
The trip, reportedly to visit
Newsom’s family, brought howls
of hypocrisy from his critics.
“California’s ‘travel ban’ is an
absurd policy. The hypocrisy of
our absurd governor is just the
latest illustration,” wrote California
state Assemblyman Kevin Kiley, a
Republican.
Newsom’s office tried to make
a distinction that “the governor’s
travel not being paid for by the
state.”
“This is a personal trip to visit
family who live outside the state,”
Newsom’s communications director, Erin Mellon, told the media. “We do not comment on the
governor’s detail due to security
concerns.”
She didn’t explain why Newsom’s family couldn’t come visit
him in California.
Either way, a Republican state
senator named Melissa Melendez
pointed out a huge loophole Newsom overlooked: California taxpayers are still paying their hard-earned
money to underwrite Newsom’s
security detail, which goes with

him everywhere. The point was so
devastating that Newsom’s office
couldn’t deny it. “Asked if the state
is paying for his security, (a state
official) says the office doesn’t
comment on security. So, yes then,”
she wrote.
But then, Newsom has a long
history of living by double standards.
During COVID, when he locked
the rest of the state in their homes,
he and some lobbyist friends dined
out at the elegant, gourmet French
Laundry restaurant without masks.
Then, late last year, he got caught
going to a $29,000-a-night resort in
Cabo San Lucas, Mexico. The villa
belonged to a Russian oligarch.
Meanwhile, regular Californians
were advised to eat Thanksgiving
turkey outside, because of COVID.
Things got so bad that Newsom
faced a recall election against conservative pundit Larry Elder, but
he survived.
Now, he’s running for re-election, which he’s practically certain
to win. And he’s got his eye set on
higher office.
But then, Newsom always seems
to want the best for himself, especially if it means leaving California
— as his trip to Montana proves.
Frank Holmes is a veteran
journalist and an outspoken conservative that talks about the news
that was in his weekly article, “On
The Holmes Front.”

“These claims are pretexts and
lack any merit,” the lawsuit filed
Tuesday argues. “Musk, by contrast, has been acting against this
deal since the market started turning, and has breached the merger
agreement repeatedly in the process.”
The lawsuit alleges that Musk’s
arguments using bots to justify
terminating the deal are “a model
of hypocrisy.”
“One of the chief reasons Musk
cited on March 31, 2022 for wanting to buy Twitter was to rid it of
the ‘[c]rypto spam’ he viewed as
a ‘major blight on the user experience,’” it reads. “But when the
market declined and the fixed-price

deal became less attractive, Musk
shifted his narrative, suddenly
demanding ‘verification’ that spam
was not a serious problem on
Twitter’s platform, and claiming a
burning need to conduct ‘diligence’
he had expressly forsworn.”
Twitter also alleges in the suit
that Musk has violated the agreement several times by, among other
things, publicly slamming the company and its staff.
The legal battle over Musk’s
agreement to purchase all outstanding shares of Twitter and take the
company private promises to be a
lengthy one.
The case could take months to
resolve, according to legal experts.

While that is faster than cases of
this magnitude tend to take in other
courts, it could still be a damaging
period for Twitter’s business interests moving forward.
Musk is unlikely to be able to
exit the deal fully unscathed, but
there are several potential scenarios
where the payout on his end ends
up being less than the $44 billion
initially promised.
Both parties at any point could
agree to jointly terminate the agreement and renegotiate a different
price. A settlement could also be
reached in which Musk pays Twitter some damages, potentially in ten
digits, but does not go through with
the purchase.
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Schumer making a last-ditch bid to
pass reconciliation bill this summer

By Alexander Bolton
The Hill
Senate Majority Leader Charles Schumer
(D-N.Y.) is making a last-ditch effort to pass
a budget reconciliation bill during the July
and early August work period.
Schumer and centrist Sen. Joe Manchin
(D-W.Va.) have made progress on proposals
to lower the cost of prescription drugs, extend
Medicare’s solvency and raise taxes on some
high-income earners.
Manchin and Schumer have worked out
a proposal to impose a 3.8 percent tax on
individuals earning more than $400,000 and
couples earning more than $500,000 from
pass-through businesses and will give the
legislative language to the Senate parliamentarian to review.
The $203 billion raised would extend the
solvency of Medicare’s hospital fund from
2028 to 2031.
But several major issues remain unresolved.
Sam Runyon, a spokesperson for Manchin, said her boss is glad that Democrats
have agreed on a prescription drug proposal
that they could pass with a simple-majority
vote under special budget rules.
“Sen. Manchin has long advocated for
proposals that would lower prescription drug
costs for seniors and his support for this proposal has never been in question. He’s glad
that all 50 Democrats agree,” she said.
But the Manchin aide waved off speculation that Schumer and Manchin are close to
a deal on a broader reconciliation package
that would include bold proposals to tackle
global warming, a top priority of Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse (D-R.I.) and other Senate
Democrats.
“Suggestions that a reconciliation deal
is close are false. Senator Manchin still has
serious unresolved concerns and there is a lot
of work to be done before it’s conceivable
that a deal can be reached he can sign onto,”
she said.
That means a budget reconciliation
package isn’t likely to reach the Senate ﬂoor
before that fourth week of the upcoming
monthlong work period and Schumer may
even keep his colleagues in town for the ﬁrst

week of the August recess, which is supposed
to begin Aug. 6.
Schumer wants to get an agreement as
soon as possible but has been careful not to
lay out a precise timeline for getting it passed.
The budget reconciliation instructions will
expire at the end of the ﬁscal year on Sept.
30, which is the drop-dead deadline.
“It looks like it’s a much more serious set
of conversations than two weeks ago or two
months ago. That’s really encouraging but
until the bill is on the ﬂoor, it would be risky
to put any odds on it,” said Josh Freed, senior
vice president for the climate and energy
program at Third Way, a centrist Democratic
think tank.
One big question is whether Schumer and
Manchin can agree to a package of provisions
to ﬁght climate change, including clean energy manufacturing tax credits, a fee on methane emissions and a fee on carbon-intensive
imports, such as steel.
Manchin has a proposal with Sen. Debbie
Stabenow (D-Mich.) to incentivize the manufacturing of new energy technologies with
investments in rural communities, and some
Democratic senators feel conﬁdent the West
Virginia senator will agree to a package of
clean energy tax breaks.
Manchin and Senate Environment and
Public Works Committee Chairman Tom
Carper (D-Del.) have worked on compromise
legislation to impose a fee on methane emissions, and Carper has said he thinks Manchin

will vote for it.
The third climate proposal under consideration, a carbon border adjustment tax
that would impose fees on carbon-intensive
imports, is less likely. Whitehouse, the chief
sponsor, is pushing hard for the proposal and
noted that Manchin praised it as a way to even
the playing ﬁeld with China for U.S. manufacturers at a recent appropriations hearing.
One person familiar with the negotiations
said whether the climate piece gets done will
depend largely on how many concessions
Manchin will insist on for the fossil fuel
industry.
“They’re starting sequentially,” the source
said, noting that the release of the prescription
drug and Medicare solvency components
of the package during the recess “allows
them to start the scrubbing process with the
Republicans,” referring to the review in the
parliamentarian’s ofﬁce.
“The rest of the revenue and taxes are
next up and then it’s the energy and climate
portion,” the source added, cautioning that
“Manchin could walk away at any moment.”
“They’re very committed to get something
on the ﬂoor in the July work period,” the
source said.
Freed, of Third Way, said Schumer and
Manchin need to work out how much money to raise for climate programs and how
long to set tax breaks for renewable energy
technologies.
“The question is, what’s the overall dollar

ﬁgure?” he said, adding: “Right now the
question is as much about lengths of the
[tax] creds as about which tax credits are
[included].”
Another obstacle is getting a deal on a
broader tax reform proposal along the lines
of what the White House negotiated with
Manchin and fellow centrist Sen. Kyrsten
Sinema (D-Ariz.) last year.
The White House framework released
in October included a 15 percent corporate
minimum tax on companies that earn more
than $1 billion in proﬁts, a new 5 percent
surtax on income over $10 million and an
additional 3 percent surtax on income over
$25 million, and closing the Medicare tax
loophole on the wealthy.
Schumer, Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) and Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen
announced in September that the White
House and Senate Democrats had agreed on
a menu of options that could be used to pay
for a reconciliation package.
Manchin has said he wants roughly half of
the revenue raised by the reconciliation package to go toward reducing the federal deﬁcit.
The gathering momentum of the budget
reconciliation negotiations is good news for
Democrats, but it also complicates passage
of another of their top legislative priorities,
the U.S. Innovation and Competition Act
(USICA), which would provide as much as
$52 billion to help domestic semiconductor
manufacturers.
Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) threatened to hold up the bill if
Democrats move ahead with plans to pass a
budget reconciliation bill without any Republican support.
“Let me be perfectly clear: there will be
no bipartisan USICA as long as Democrats
are pursuing a partisan reconciliation bill,”
he tweeted over the July 4 recess.
Schumer says he also hopes to schedule a
vote on Steve Dettelbach, President Biden’s
pick to head the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives, and a bipartisan
bill to cap out-of-pocket insulin costs at $35
a month.
The prescription drug reform proposal that
Schumer has sent to the parliamentarian’s ofﬁce does not language capping insulin prices.

Senate Democrats encounter obstacles in ﬁnal sprint

By Alexander Bolton
The Hill
Senate Democrats in a sprint to accomplish as much as they can before the August
recess and the start of the fall midterm campaigns are already getting tripped up by a
series of unexpected problems.
Senate Majority Leader Charles Schumer
(D-N.Y.) announced progress over the July
4 recess in negotiations with centrist Sen.
Joe Manchin (D-W.Va.) on a long-delayed
budget reconciliation package, but an aide
to Manchin last week cautioned a deal is
still not close.
Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) is holding up a vote on a China
competitiveness bill, while legislation to
cap insulin prices is coming under ﬁre from
Republicans.
Health absences in the caucus are also
tripping up the party, complicating votes in
the 50-50 Senate.
It all sets up a chaotic and challenging
homestretch sprint before lawmakers turn to
full campaign mode.
Senate Republican Whip John Thune
(S.D.) on Monday predicted that the Democratic absences would limit the chamber’s
agenda this week.
Sen. Richard Blumenthal (D-Conn.) on
Monday announced he had tested positive
for COVID-19 and will work remotely this

week, missing an expected vote on President
Biden’s nominee to head the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives,
Steve Dettelbach.
The announcement came less than 24
hours after Schumer announced that he too
has tested positive for COVID-19 and will
miss votes this week.
“They’re not going to have votes to do
anything but bipartisan noms [nominees],”
Thune said.
“It’s going to be tough for the Democrats
to manage any kind of agenda that doesn’t
entail moving executive branch noms that

have broad bipartisan support, so to me it
should be a week where we wind up early,”
he added.
The absences put Dettelbach’s nomination
on a razor’s edge, as only two Republicans,
Sens. Susan Collins (Maine) and Rob Portman (Ohio), voted to discharge Dettelbach
out of the Senate Judiciary Committee.
A third Democratic senator, 82-year-old
Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.), is recovering from
surgery after falling and breaking his hip last
month. A spokesman for Leahy, however,
said his boss will be available to vote on
Dettelbach or any other issue if needed.

“Senator Leahy’s recovery and physical
therapy are proceeding well and he expects to
be available for votes this week if necessary,”
said Leahy spokesman David Carle.
If Collins and Portman both vote to conﬁrm Dettelbach, there would need to be ﬁve
Democratic absences for Republicans to
defeat him, but it remains to be seen whether
their votes on a procedural discharge petition mean they’re willing to help speed him
through the Senate while Schumer is still trying to negotiate a partisan reconciliation bill.
McConnell warned over the recess that he
would hold up the ﬁnal version of the China
legislation, known as the U.S. Innovation
and Competition Act (USICA), unless Democrats stopped trying to move a reconciliation measure through the chamber with just
Democratic votes.
The GOP leader doubled down on his
threat Monday, warning that “party-line
scheming” on the budget reconciliation bill
that would include hundreds of billions of
dollars in tax increases would bring Senate
business to a halt.
“Democrats moving ahead and trying to
jam the Senate and the country with a party-line tax hike through reconciliation will
certainly crowd out our ability to process the
bipartisan USICA bill aimed at competing
with China,” McConnell said on the ﬂoor.
(See Dems Obstacles, Page 6)

(Continued from Page 4)
were top issues for voters, as a key indication
of where 2022 races are headed. In that race,
Democratic nominee and former Gov. Terry
McAuliffe unsuccessfully tried to tie Youngkin to Trump.
The Republican Governors Association
last year named eight Democratic-controlled
states where Biden performed similarly or
worse in 2020 than he did in Virginia, seeing
them as within reach.
“In races up and down the ballot, Democrats are throwing every issue they can think

of at the wall in the hopes of distracting voters
from the overwhelming stress Biden’s inﬂation is having on their monthly budget, but
it’s just not working,” said Joanna Rodriguez,
a spokesperson for the Republican Governors
Association.
“Republican governors and candidates
are addressing them directly by telling voters
about the policies that led to stronger recoveries in Republican-led states compared to
their Democrat-led counterparts, and sharing
their ideas for helping folks get the relief
they need.”

There could be a few instances even in
House races, though, where Republican
candidates lose an edge, or where some lower-tier issues take more prominence.
In Virginia’s 7th Congressional district,
where Rep. Abigail Spanberger (D) is hoping
to hold on to her seat, the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee took out a
billboard to showcase GOP nominee Yesli
Vega’s comments expressing doubt that a
woman could get pregnant after getting raped.
A Pew Research Center survey conducted
from June 27 to July 4 found that 57 percent

of adults disapprove of the Supreme Court’s
decision in Dobbs overturning Roe v. Wade.
Another factor that could drastically
change the dynamic for Republicans: Trump.
A Trump decision to launch a 2024 campaign
early would require many campaigns to reassess their strategies, making this November’s
election less of a referendum on Biden.
“Republicans should be optimistic, but
also recognize that voters aren’t really happy
with them either and they should actually try
and govern if given the chance rather than offer up a different type of circus,” Cooper said.

GOP Midterm Rout
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Economy gives Federal Reserve
little reason to halt rate hikes

By Sylvan Lane and Aris Folley
The Hill
The economy is giving the Federal Reserve little reason to shift its
strategy of raising interest rates to
lower inflation.
A Friday jobs report showed
employment growth exceeding
expectations in June despite rising
recession fears and plunging consumer confidence. The U.S. gained
372,000 jobs last month, according
to the Labor Department, beating
the consensus estimates of economists by almost 100,000.
Job growth has slowed slightly
since the start of the year, but economists had expected it to fall off
harder in June under the weight of
Fed rate hikes.
A recent dip in oil and commodity prices, easing pressure on
supply chains and slowing housing
sales have boosted optimism among
economists that relief from inflation
may be on the way.
Even so, a small move in the
direction of lower inflation is unlikely to convince Fed officials to
ease up on rate hikes and risk losing
their chance to bring down prices
without triggering a recession — a
careful balancing act known as a
“soft landing.”
“There’s no reason for them
to reconsider that approach. That
approach may be consistent with
the sort-of soft landing that they’re
hoping for,” said Julia Pollak, labor
economist at ZipRecruiter, in a
Friday interview.
After holding off on rate hikes as
inflation rose in 2021, the Fed has
sprinted to make up for its mistakes
with a series of rapid increases over
the past four months. The Fed has
raised its baseline interest rate range
by 1.5 percentage points since
March, including by 0.75 percentage points in June alone.
Fed Chairman Jerome Powell
and other top Fed officials say the
bank will not stop raising rates until
they see signs of inflation moving
steadily toward their annual target
of 2 percent. The personal consumption expenditures price index,
the Fed’s preferred gauge of inflation, rose 6.3 percent annually in
May, more than three times higher
than the bank’s ideal level.

Claudia Sahm, a macroeconomist and former Fed research director, also said the nation is seeing “a
much slower” pace of inflation than
witnessed last spring, though she
cautioned the nation saw a similar
pattern during the pandemic.
“Last summer, we saw this same
pattern, where month-over-month
inflation was stepping down. This
was where term transitory came
from,” Sahm said. “It looked like
inflation was slowing, and then
delta came and omicron came, and
it just went right back up, and it was
very high again.”
The Fed is hoping to raise interest rates quickly enough to slow the
pace of spending and hiring without
halting the economy. Higher interest rates also tend to weaken the
stock market and reduce home values, which also prompts consumers
to pull back on spending.
With less demand for goods and
services, the Fed is aiming to force
businesses to stop raising prices
and wages. Experts have pointed
to signs inflation is slowing, as the
effect of temporary disruptions,
such as supply chain issues and the
coronavirus pandemic, have eased
on the economy.
Major retailers such as Amazon,
Walmart and Target turned heads
last month when they slashed their
earnings forecasts and said they
overinvested in warehousing and
inventory. Their announcements
triggered speculation that prices for
goods could soon tumble, taking the
steam out of inflation.
Mark Mathews, head of research
for the National Retail Federation,

Dems Obstacles
(Continued from Page 5)
“Our side cannot agree to frantically steamroll through delicate
bipartisan talks in order to meet an
artificial timeline so our Democratic colleagues can clear the decks to
ram through a party-line tax hike,”
he added.
Thune, the second-ranking
member of Senate GOP leadership,
confirmed the competition bill,
which would provide billions of
dollars in assistance to the domestic semiconductor manufacturing
industry, will not pass before the
August recess — a serious setback
to the Democrats’ summer agenda.
“No, not if they continue to try
and press forward on a partisan
reckless tax and spending bill. I
think the only way that USICA gets
done is if they withdraw this idea
of trying to do a big reckless tax
and spending bill on a party-line,
partisan basis,” he said.
Talks between Schumer and
Manchin on elements of Biden’s
Build Back Better agenda picked up
momentum over the two-week July
4 recess as they reached agreement
on a proposal to lower the costs
of some prescription drugs and to
increase taxes on wealthy individuals who earn income from passthrough businesses. The estimated
$203 billion in revenue raised by
the tax increase would be used to
extend the solvency of Medicare’s
hospital trust fund by three years.
But a spokeswoman for Manchin
warned last week that her boss isn’t
anywhere close to reaching a final
deal with Schumer on the broader
budget reconciliation package.
“Sen. Manchin still has serious
unresolved concerns and there is
a lot of work to be done before
it’s conceivable that a deal can be
reached he can sign onto,” Sam
Runyon said.
Manchin is already coming
under attack from special interest
groups for supporting a 3.8 percent
tax on individuals who earn more
than $400,000 in annual income
from pass-through businesses.
Americans for Tax Reform, a
group that favors smaller govern-

ment and lower taxes, said the tax
proposal will raise taxes on 1,870
filers in West Virginia, slamming it
as a “$252 billion tax increase on
small businesses.”
Manchin on Monday told reporters “there’s people talking back and
forth” but added that he remains
concerned about the impact of the
legislation on inflation.
“My main concern is inflation,
truly inflation,” he said. “When they
talk taxes and talk all these things
here, I want to make sure it’s not
inflammatory. … So you got to be
very careful what we do.”
Schumer’s other top priority for
the July work period is a bipartisan
bill sponsored by Collins and Sen.
Jeanne Shaheen (D-N.H.) that
would cap out-of-pocket insulin
costs at $35 per month.
But that proposal is already
running into stiff Republican opposition.
A group of GOP senators led by
Sen. Pat Toomey (Pa.) sent a letter
to the Senate Finance Committee
Thursday asking it to review the
insulin legislation before it comes
to the floor.
The lawmakers wrote that
Schumer’s plan to bring the bill
to the floor in July or early August
wouldn’t allow a key committee of
jurisdiction to weigh in.
Toomey on Monday said there
is “widespread” concern among
Republicans about the bill bypassing the committee, but Finance
Chairman Ron Wyden (D-Ore.)
countered by saying his panel has
already examined the issue at length
as part of earlier legislative work.
Thune on Monday said it’s not
clear whether the insulin bill has
enough support to overcome a filibuster. “We don’t know the answer
to that right now. I think we’ll get a
better sense this week probably, because it sounds like there are some
interactions between that bill and
some of the things they’re trying
to do in their new 3.0 Build Back
Better bill,” he said, referring to the
budget reconciliation bill, which
includes prescription drug reform
but not a cap on insulin prices.

said those hopes are largely overblown. He explained that the items
most likely to go on sale are those
no longer in high demand, not the
core essentials at the heart of rising
inflation.
“The numbers aren’t big enough
to make a dramatic impact. We’re
not going to see a big let-off from
inflation just because we’re having
random sales here and there,” he
said.
Gas prices have also come down
recently after average costs reached
as high as $5 per gallon last month.
But those prices may not be here to
stay, as economists note the impact
of the ongoing war in Ukraine and
the volatile tendency of energy
indexes.
“Gas prices have gone down
some, but a couple months ago, we
saw that and then they went back
up,” Sahm said.
The Fed can reduce the ability
of people and businesses to pay for

higher prices, but higher interest
rates can do little to end the war in
Ukraine’s impact on oil, food and
commodity supplies.
The central back has historically
ignored supply shocks — such as
the ones that drove inflation higher
last year — but Powell says the Fed
no longer has the ability to wait for
such forces to pass.
“Since the global financial crisis,
we’ve had very low inflation in the
United States,” Powell said at a
central banking forum in Portugal
last month. “That world seems to
be gone now, at least for the time
being.”
While the Fed often runs point
when it comes to fighting inflation,
Sahm and other economists say
the Congress and the White House
could be doing more to provide
help, noting the central bank has
“no tool to deal with” high energy
and food inflation squeezing consumer budgets.

Adam Ozimek, chief economist
at the Economic Innovation Group,
also said lawmakers should be
“encouraging more energy production.”
“They should have been doing
this, six, seven, eight months ago,
trying to do whatever they can to
encourage energy production to
reduce that source of inflation,”
he said.
Though higher Fed rates are
likely on the way, the resilience
of the economy so far may give
the bank more room to ramp up
pressure on inflation. And if supply
shocks continue to ease, Pollak said
the Fed could still steer the U.S.
toward lower inflation without a
major downturn.
“It’s possible that we won’t get
a recession, [but] just get sort of a
period of stagnation, slow growth,
and possibly two negative quarters
of growth,” Pollak said. “But that
does not a recession make.”

By Rachel Frazin
The Hill
The Biden administration is
weighing several options for the
future of a major proposed drilling
project in Alaska that could produce
massive quantities of oil and significantly contribute to climate change.
The administration released an
environmental review that said
that at its peak, the project could
produce more than 180,000 barrels
of oil per day and produce a total of
629 million barrels overall over the
course of a 30-year duration.
It found that the project could
contribute between 278 million and
nearly 287 million metric tons of
carbon dioxide to climate change
over the same time period.
That’s the equivalent of the
carbon dioxide contribution of
between about 59.9 million and
61.8 million cars that are driven
for a year.
The review contains several “alternatives” for the ultimate decision
that the administration may make
on the project including blocking
it, allowing it to proceed as sponsor ConocoPhillips proposed and
shrinking the project.
The document doesn’t list a

“preferred” option, and a spokesperson for the department confirmed that all of them would be
given equal consideration.
The document’s release comes
after a court tossed the Trump-era
approval of the project, known as
the Willow Project, last year.
A judge argued that the analysis
behind that approval was flawed for
environmental reasons, including a
lack of consideration of climate impacts. The judge ordered the Biden
administration to redo it.
The Biden administration had

initially backed the Trump-era
approval, but did not appeal the
court’s decision.
The latest analysis comes as
the Biden administration is in a
tight political spot. The president
is seeking to both energize the
environmentalist base ahead of the
midterms, and deal with the optics
surrounding high gasoline prices.
It has similarly punted in terms
of the future of offshore drilling,
recently proposing between zero
and 11 offshore lease sales between
2023 and 2028.

Administration weighs options for
Alaska drilling project that would
produce 629 million barrels of oil
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New faces begin to surface as
possible Trump 2024 key players
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By Brett Samuels
The Hill
Key players in former President Trump’s
last campaign have quietly distanced themselves from the president, raising real questions about who would staff his campaign as
he edges closer to a bid for reelection in 2024.
Some key players from the 2020 campaign
have even taken part in the House Jan. 6 select
committee’s investigation into last year’s attack on the Capitol, underscoring the turmoil
in Trump world over the last year.
The hearings have raised fresh questions
within Republican circles about whether
Trump is the best candidate for Republicans
in a 2024 race for the White House, while
reportedly propelling the ex-president toward
a new bid.
Questions about who would run a new
Trump campaign may miss the obvious.
The reality, multiple sources with ties to
Trump’s orbit told The Hill, is the former
president ultimately calls the shots and runs
his own campaign. But those sources say
there will likely be a mix of old and new
faces if Trump formally launches a third
presidential campaign.
“It’s one of those things I suspect we won’t
know for sure until we know,” said one GOP
operative.
One consensus name that those close to
Trump believe will play a major role in any
2024 campaign is Susie Wiles, the chair of
Trump’s Save America PAC.
Wiles managed Sen. Rick Scott’s (R-Fla.)
first gubernatorial campaign and played a
leading role in Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis’s

(R) statewide campaign. She also served as a
strategist based in Florida for Trump’s 2016
and 2020 presidential campaigns.
“She is very confident, very professional and kind of knows how to work with
[Trump],” one source told The Hill, adding
that she would be a likely pick to handle key
day-to-day decisions.
Taylor Budowich and Liz Harrington
have served as spokespeople for Trump and
his leadership PAC and could both work in
similar roles on any campaign, sources said.
Donald Trump Jr., the president’s eldest
son and a frequent presence on the campaign
trail for Republicans, would also likely play
an advisory role, sources said, but would be
unlikely to take on an operational role like
Jared Kushner did in previous campaigns.
Kushner, the president’s son-in-law and a

former White House senior adviser, played
a major role in shaping campaign strategy
in 2020. But he has also kept some distance
from Trump in the two years since leaving
Washington.
Kushner is one of several former White
House and campaign aides whose testimony
has been featured in public hearings held by
the House select committee investigating the
Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol.
The president’s son-in-law and his wife,
Ivanka Trump, were both featured talking
about how they were focused on other matters
in the weeks after the 2020 election, seemingly distancing themselves from the former
president’s claims of widespread fraud.
Donald Trump later posted on his social
media network, Truth Social, that his daughter had “checked out” and wasn’t interested
in looking at the election results.
Kushner and Ivanka Trump have publicly
tried to stay out of the spotlight and keep their
distance from the former president in the past
two years. One source said they would expect
Kushner not to take on as pivotal of a role as
previous campaigns if Donald Trump runs
again, but noted that he’s family and would
likely find a way to insert himself into the
operation.
Multiple other prominent members of
Trump’s 2020 team have been recurring
players in the House Jan. 6 hearings.
Jason Miller, Justin Clark and former
Trump campaign manager Bill Stepien have
all had their closed-door deposition played
during public hearings, where they have talked about their disagreements with Trump’s

claims of fraud and their uneasiness with the
legal strategy he ultimately pursued.
But sources in Trump’s orbit argued that
their testimony would not preclude some of
those individuals from having a role in a potential 2024 campaign, should they want one.
While Stepien testified that he quietly
stepped away from his job in January 2021 as
Trump and his allies pursued baseless claims
of widespread fraud to try to overturn the
election, his firm has since advised several
pro-Trump candidates.
Stepien is generally respected as a data-focused campaign adviser, while Clark
worked with Trump and his team from the
2016 campaign, into the White House and
on the 2020 trail.
“It wouldn’t surprise me if they both end
up involved,” one source said.
Announcing sooner than later could give
Trump a head start on other potential 2024
candidates in recruiting staff and building a
campaign team. But strategists and former
Trump aides have cautioned there are downsides to jumping into the race too soon.
Declaring as early as this summer would
cap how many times Trump could go back to
smaller donors in the two years until the 2024
convention, and it would trigger financial
disclosure requirements. One former adviser
also argued that by declaring too soon, Trump
risks seeing his stock fall under renewed scrutiny, paving the way for potential challengers.
“I don’t see how declaring now changes
the calculus of Ron DeSantis or another candidate from getting in the race,” the former
adviser said.

Trump White House bid threatens GOP midterm strategy

By Alexander Bolton
The Hill
Former President Trump’s plans
to announce his 2024 presidential
campaign as early as this summer,
well before what he previously
indicated, throws a wrench into
Republicans’ strategy for winning
back the Senate and House majorities in November.
Senate Minority Leader Mitch
McConnell (R-Ky.) and House
Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy
(R-Calif.) made clear they want the
2022 midterms to be a referendum
on President Biden and his handling
of inflation and the economy.
But that strategy will run into
trouble if Trump announces his
plans to run for president again in
2022. An early Trump campaign
kickoff would give plenty of opportunity for Senate Majority Leader
Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.) and
other Democrats to make November a referendum on Trump instead
of Biden.
Republican and Democratic
strategists say Trump will also provide a shot of energy and motivation to a dispirited Democratic base
that right now feels less enthusiastic
than Republicans about voting in
the midterms.
“Midterm elections tend to be
referenda on the governing party and given President Biden’s

rock-bottom job approval rating,
anything that detracts from a focus on the Biden administration
and its many failures weakens the
Republicans’ ability to take control
of Congress,” said Whit Ayres, a
leading Republican pollster.
Biden’s job approval rating now
stands at 38 percent, according to an
average of recent polls compiled by
RealClearPolitics.com.
Ayres says Republican voters are
significantly more motivated than
Democrats to vote given liberal disappointment over the Biden agenda.
“No question about it. The
administration has managed to increase Republican enthusiasm and
depress Democratic enthusiasm by
the way it has governed,” he said.

Former Rep. Jim Walsh (R), who
represented a swing district in upstate New York, said a Trump 2024
announcement could hurt Republican candidates in competitive races.
“I think it causes problems for
Republicans. If Trump were to
announce this summer, I think it
definitely causes problems for Republicans,” he said. Walsh said if
Trump launches his campaign, “it’s
not going to bring Republicans out
this election but what it may do is
motivate Democrats.”
The nonpartisan Cook Political
Report races four New York House
races as toss-ups.
Democrats acknowledge they
face an enthusiasm gap but say
that would likely change if Trump
announces plans to run again for
president. They say their voters are
already more energized in the wake
of the 6-3 Supreme Court decision
striking down Roe v. Wade, the
landmark abortion rights case.
Trump considered announcing
his White House bid last year in the
aftermath of the chaotic withdrawal
of U.S. troops from Afghanistan
when Biden’s approval ratings
began their downward spiral but
was talked out of it by his advisers.
Trump advisers cautioned the
former president at the time that he
didn’t want to “own” the midterm
results if Republicans fell short

of winning back the Senate and
House, according to a Washington
Post report in October of 2021.
The former president is now
motivated to announce a bid as
polls show he is losing popular
support amid the damaging revelations from the House select Jan.
6 committee’s hearings. This has
opened the door for potential rivals,
such as Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis,
who led Trump 39 percent to 37
percent among likely Republican
voters in New Hampshire, an early
primary state, according to a recent
University of New Hampshire poll.
Republican leaders in Congress
fear a new Trump bid would ensure
the midterms will be a fight over
Trump’s false claims that he won
the 2020 election. Leaders in Congress repeatedly advise Republican
candidates to focus on Biden’s
agenda and the economic problems
facing the nation today instead of
re-litigating the 2020 election.
“Objectively speaking it would
be best if this midterm were run as
a referendum on Biden, his overall
performance and inflation, the
economy and quality of life. That’s
an unassailable fact,” said Scott
Jennings, a Republican strategist
who has advised McConnell’s past
campaigns.
But Jennings said analysts can’t
assume “Donald Trump cares about

whether Republicans win the midterms or not. His tactical objectives
here are different than the party’s
and he’s never shown much of an
interest in what’s best of the party
in this regard.”
Many Senate Republicans
blamed Trump for contributing to
their loss of two Senate seats in last
year’s election runoff in Georgia
because he claimed fraud in the
2020 November election, depressing GOP turnout in the following
January runoff.
Jennings predicted that McConnell and other Republicans will find
a way to adapt if Trump launches
his White House campaign early,
even if it’s not an ideal scenario.
He also said that Democrats
were always planning on making
Trump central to their midterm
campaign message for the Senate
and House, even though Democratic candidate Terry McAuliffe’s
effort to do just that in the Virginia
2021 gubernatorial race failed to
earn him a victory.
Ford O’Connell, a GOP strategist who was close to the Trump
White House, acknowledged the
GOP establishment doesn’t want
Trump to jump into the presidential
race early but argued Republican
leaders in Washington don’t fully
understand Trump’s effectiveness
on the campaign trail.

Majorities in new poll say Biden, Trump should not run again in 2024
By Lexi Lonas
The Hill
A majority of voters say President Biden
and former President Trump should not make
White House bids in 2024, according to a new
Politico/Morning Consult poll.
For Trump, 48 percent of voters say he
should “definitely not” run again while 13
percent say he “probably” should not campaign for the 2024 presidency, according to
the poll.
Slightly more voters overall are against
Biden running for office again, with 46 percent saying he should “definitely not” run
again while 18 percent say he “probably”
shouldn’t.
The high disapproval for another run to
the highest office for both men comes as
questions about their age and fitness for the
presidency have arisen.
Biden would be 82 while running for
president again, which he said he intends to
do, and 83 when taking office if he won in

2024. Trump would be 78 when running and
inaugurated, if he won in the 2024 race. He
has not announced his intention to run for
office again, but rumors have swirled and
he has hinted at the idea many times. When
questioned about both his and Biden’s age,

Trump dismissed the idea it would affect his
qualifications in a potential run.
“President Biden is one of the oldest 79s
in History, but by and of itself, he is not an
old man,” Trump posted on Truth Social, his
fledgling social media platform. “There are

many people in their 80s, and even 90s, that
are as good and sharp as ever. Biden is not
one of them, but it has little to do with his
age. In actuality, life begins at 80!”
Despite a 56 percent unfavorability rating
among voters, Trump still wins by a long shot
in a question about who an individual would
vote for in the 2024 Republican presidential
primary if it was held today. The poll found
52 percent said they would vote for Trump
while Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis came in
second at only 21 percent.
Voters saying Biden should not run again
comes as the president has dealt with low
approval ratings for months, starting with last
year’s chaotic withdrawal from Afghanistan.
The president has since dealt with ranging issues from skyrocketing inflation in the
economy to the war between Ukraine and
Russia.
The survey was conducted among 2,005
U.S. adults between July 8-10. The margin
of error is plus or minus 2 percentage points.
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By Lexi Lonas
The Hill
Anti-abortion groups are focusing their efforts on state legislatures
in the wake of the Supreme Court’s
decision overturning Roe v. Wade.
March for Life, a group that organizes a yearly national march in
Washington, D.C., against abortion,
will start to focus its activism more
on the state level, Jeanne Mancini,
president of March for Life, told
The Hill.
In the next year, the group
wants to double the number of state
marches they have and “over the
course of the next five to six years
aggressively and quickly grow our
state marches program to be in all
50 states,” Mancini said.
Mallory Carroll, vice president
of communications at Susan B.
Anthony Pro-Life America, told
The Hill the organization plans to
focus their efforts in states where
they believe they could see progress
with anti-abortion legislation.
“We’ve prioritized plans in
states that we believed and are
indeed are being most ambitious
right away to protect unborn human
life and thereby limiting abortion so
women are needing more services,”
she said.
“The status quo is unlikely to
change for women in states like
California, Illinois, New York and
Maryland,” Carroll concluded.
The overturning of Roe v. Wade
was a huge victory for the anti-abortion movement. The 1973
landmark decision previously hindered activists’ ability to see prog-

ress on advocacy for anti-abortion
laws at the state level.
“Now, our abortion abolition
work, which is to ensure complete
legal protections for preborn children, has even more significance
because we can actually achieve
that in a number of states,” Lila
Rose, CEO of Live Action, said.
Democratic-led states will likely
keep abortion access legal after the
ruling, and some made moves before the overturning of Roe v. Wade
to expand access to abortion. But,
more than 10 states have already
banned or heavily restricted abortion in the weeks since the court’s
ruling.
Along with targeted state efforts,
anti-abortion groups say the need
for education is a crucial to combat
misinformation they say emerged

after Roe was overturned.
The groups say that they are
looking to push back against the
claim that laws that restrict abortion
would criminalize miscarriages and
ectopic pregnancies — a pregnancy
where the fertilized egg cannot live
outside the mother’s womb and
could cause serious health risks for
the mother.
“Elective abortion is not treating an ectopic pregnancy. Elective
abortion is not treating a miscarriage. There’s a huge need for
education what what an elective
abortion is,” Donna Harrison, chief
executive officer at the American
Association of Pro-Life Obstetricians and Gynecologists, said.
She said a vast majority of
OBGYNs do not perform abortions,
but they “will still be taking care of

miscarriages and be taking care of
ectopics like we all do.”
When asked how to reach
women and individuals who were
against the overturning of Roe,
anti-abortion groups believe combating misinformation is key.
“There’s a lot of misunderstanding now, a lot of fear,” Rose said.
“Our job is to go out there with the
facts, with powerful stories and
connect people to resources to bring
truth and light to the situation.”
Anti-abortion groups say they
will also continue to provide resources and support to women going through unplanned pregnancies,
particularly targeting states passing
anti-abortion laws like Mississippi
and Georgia.
We’re “working to build up
connections between the pregnancy

centers and other existing private
and public resources that are available along a spectrum of care that
women may need to help them
choose life,” Carroll said.
The groups would like to provide women with a list of items
including: state investment in child
care, help in an abusive relationship, transportation, diapers and
strollers.
But amid a refocused push for
anti-abortion legislation at the state
level, advocates say their word isn’t
done on the national front.
Rose said each state should not
have the right to make their own
abortion laws, further stating that
a constitutional amendment needs
to enshrine anti-abortion law for
the country.
“We have the 14th Amendment,
but it’s a matter the Supreme Court
does need to acknowledge, in the
future, that the right to life is not
something to be decided on by
democracies in different states, it’s
an absolute right,” Rose said.
This week, President Biden
unveiled an executive order aimed
at preserving some access abortion
services, but added that Congress
has the ultimate power to effect
change on the issue now.
“If you want to change the circumstance for women, and even
little girls in this country, please go
out and vote,” Biden said.
Mancini says March for Life
will continue to have their national
march yearly as she “anticipates
that our legislative battles at the
federal level will be many.”

organizations that oppose abortion
called for a GOP House majority to
call multiple votes on Kelly’s bill
and other bills.
“Only federal law can protect
unborn babies from states that will
continue to allow and even subsidize abortion on demand up until
birth. The House of Representatives
is best positioned to lead with a
robust pro-life agenda beginning
now and accelerating in January
should you retake the majority,”
the letter said.
Some Republicans, though, are
wary of rushing toward passing
federal restrictions.
Rep. Kevin Hern (R-Okla.)
cheered the Dobbs decision when it
came out, but says he takes a “true
federalist” approach to legislating
restrictions on abortion.
“We’ve tipped the power of the
last few years too much to Washington, D.C., which our founders
warned us about that,” Hern said.
“And the real engagement should
be at the state level, where citizens
can take a day off from work and
go petition — truly exercise their
First Amendment rights to go petition their government at their state
capitals and their legislators that
live in their hometown.”
Senate Minority Leader Mitch
McConnell (R-Ky.) has also softened his tone on national abortion
restrictions. After the draft Supreme
Court decision overturning Roe was
leaked in early May, McConnell
said that a national abortion ban
was “possible.” But speaking to

reporters in Kentucky last week,
he said that he does not anticipate
a national abortion ban becoming
law if Republicans take control
of the House and turned the focus
back to states.
“It takes 60 votes in the Senate
for either side to prevail on this
issue,” McConnell said. “So I think
the democratic process on this issue
is going to work out at the state
level.”
There could be a risk of a national abortion ban backfiring on
Republicans electorally.
A Pew Research Center survey
conducted from June 27 to July 4
found that 57 percent of adults disapprove of the Supreme Court’s decision in Dobbs overturning Roe v.
Wade, with 43 percent saying they
strongly disapprove. Anti-abortion
advocates, while encouraging a
federal abortion ban, are not necessarily taking an aggressive posture
to demand House Republicans pass
a particular bill next year.
“We support whatever bill is
the most ambitious in protecting
unborn children and moms that can
be reached through democratic consensus,” said Mallory Carroll, vice
president of communications at Susan B. Anthony Pro-Life America.
The group supports all of the
main anti-abortion bills that Republicans are advocating for in the
House, Carroll said, but is “especially eager to see Congress work
to pass some kind of gestation limit
that protects unborn children within
the womb.”

House Republicans weigh national abortion restrictions
By Emily Brooks
The Hill
House Republicans are weighing what kind of national-level
abortion ban legislation to pursue
if they win the House majority next
year, with a 15-week ban or further
on the table.
But even as they cheer the
Supreme Court overturning the
landmark abortion rights decision
in Roe v. Wade, GOP congressional
leaders have made few promises
on specific measures they would
pursue, and some Republicans
have advocated leaving abortion
restrictions to the states.
House Republicans previously
passed the Pain-Capable Unborn
Child Protection Act, which would
ban abortion after 20 weeks gestation, in 2015 and in 2017.
Rep. Chris Smith (R-N.J.), the
sponsor of the bill in this Congress,
told CNN that he was considering
changing the limit to a 15-week
ban. Asked about a 15-week abortion ban, House Minority Leader
Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.) told
CNN that he would support that.
But at a press conference on the
day the Supreme Court released the
decision in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization, he did not
mention any specific restrictions
that Republicans would pursue in
a majority.
“We will continue to look wherever we can go to save as many
lives as possible,” McCarthy said.
It is unlikely that any abortion
ban passed in a GOP-controlled
House in the next Congress would
become law. Election analysts believe it is unlikely that Republicans

would win a filibuster-proof majority in the Senate, and President
Biden would almost certainly veto
it if such a bill did pass the upper
chamber.
But passing an abortion ban in
the House would send a message
about where the GOP stands on
abortion in a post-Roe landscape
and could signal the type of restrictions that Republicans would
implement if they do win total
control of government.
House Minority Whip Steve
Scalise (R-La.) said in May that
Republicans would take up the
Born-Alive Abortion Survivors
Protection Act on “day one” in a
GOP majority.
The bill, led by Rep. Ann Wagner (R-Mo.), would require care to
be given to an infant that survives
an abortion procedure. Democrats
have argued that a 2002 law already
guarantees infants’ legal rights.
The Supreme Court’s Dobbs

decision means that restrictions
into the first trimester of pregnancy
could be legal, and many in the
House Republican Conference are
advocating for total or near-total
abortion bans beyond the 20- or
15-week proposals.
The Life at Conception Act,
led by Rep. Alex Mooney (R-W.
Va.), would recognize rights from
the “moment of fertilization.” The
legislation has 163 GOP co-sponsors, and a discharge petition filed
by Rep. Bob Good (R-Va.) has 55
signatures, with 218 needed to force
a vote on the bill.
The Heartbeat Protection Act,
from Rep. Mike Kelly (R-Pa.),
would ban abortion after cardiac
activity can be detected in a fetus,
usually around 6 weeks’ gestation.
In a letter to McCarthy and
Scalise last week, the heads of
Heritage Action for America, Susan B. Anthony Pro-Life America,
CatholicVote and several other

Biden unveils executive order
to protect abortion access
By Nathaniel Weixel
The Hill
President Biden signed an executive order Friday aimed at
preserving some access to abortion
services, but again acknowledged
Congress has ultimate control over
the issue right now.
“If you want to change the circumstance for women, and even
little girls in this country, please go
out and vote,” Biden said.
The executive order builds off
some of the administration’s previously announced efforts, and is
limited in scope. It provides some
incremental measures to protect
access to emergency medical care
for women who will seek abortions
in states that ban it.
Facing mounting pressure from
Democrats and abortion rights
advocates to be more forceful,
Biden said voting in the mid-term
elections is the fastest way to ensure
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abortion rights are enshrined into
law. Some lawmakers and strategists complained that the White
House was caught flat-footed and
had no ready-made response even
though a draft of the ruling leaked
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By Hanna Trudo
and Julia Manchester
The Hill
Voters are becoming disillusioned by Democrats’ calls to storm
the polls following Roe v. Wade’s
demise, arguing the party’s failure
to prepare for the moment means
it could face an unpleasant fate in
November.
Almost from the moment the
Supreme Court announced it was
ending the constitutional right to an
abortion, Democrats began working
to make it a midterm issue, presenting a vote for their side as a way
to help codify Roe at the state and
perhaps federal level — or at least
prevent Republicans from doing
the opposite.
But that message is already falling flat. Frustration with the lack of
progress on many women’s issues
and what some see as a lack of a
clear vision on abortion have left
voters skeptical that the solution
lies at the ballot box.
“Here we are with leadership
basically [reduced] to begging
for people to vote,” said Aaron
Chappell, political director of the
grassroots group Our Revolution.
“No clear plan, no promises of what
those votes will translate to.”
“The people chanting ‘just vote
blue’ make me lowkey want to die,”
said another disgruntled operative
involved with strategy for progressive candidates. “It’s nuts.”
Democrats across the country
have sought to make abortion
access front and center in their
election bids. Last week, incumbent
Sen. Maggie Hassan’s (D-N.H.)
campaign became the first to launch
a television advertisement on the
issue since the Supreme Court decision last month. In Florida, Rep.
Val Demings (D), who is challenging incumbent Sen. Marco Rubio
(R-Fla.), rolled out a digital hitting
him over his abortion stance.
Democratic and abortion rights
groups are also pouring money into
ad buys. On Thursday, Planned Parenthood Votes launched a $3 million
television campaign in Pennsylvania hitting GOP Senate nominee
Mehmet Oz over his anti-abortion
stance. The national group’s action
fund followed up with $1.5 million
in spending in Wisconsin attacking
Sen. Ron Johnson (R-Wis.). And
in Nevada, EMILY’s List rolled

out a $2.1 million buy slamming
Republican Senate candidate Adam
Laxalt on the same topic.
Top Republican lawmakers,
including Senate Minority Leader
Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.), have
signaled that a nationwide abortion ban is unlikely. McConnell
personally hasn’t been too eager
to press the issue while his party is
not in power.
But Democrats don’t believe
things will stay that way. They
are so skeptical, in fact, that liberal candidates are warning on
the campaign trail that their GOP
counterparts would do just that if
they win back control of the upper
chamber, hoping to create enough
urgency to tilt the turnout numbers
in their favor.
“One of the primary examples of
just how politically bad this can be
for Republicans is the talking points
Senate Republicans put out within
24 hours of the leak happening,”
said Jessica Floyd, who leads the
Democratic PAC American Bridge.
“Don’t talk about the fact that
this could take away your contraception. Don’t talk about the fact
that this will actually limit general
health care options,” she said about
the apparent right-wing strategy.
Democrats seeking higher office
or looking to remain in their current positions see merit in pushing
talking points that shift the focus
to what Republicans could do if
they reclaim one or both chambers
of Congress.
“I believe the best way to protect
a woman’s fundamental freedom

(Continued from Page 8)
choice senators and a pro-choice
House to codify Roe as federal law.
Your vote can make that a reality,”
Biden said.
More than a dozen states have
either banned abortion outright
or enacted strict limitations in the
wake of the Supreme Court’s ruling
to overturn Roe v. Wade, and about
a dozen more have indicated more
restrictions are coming soon.
Biden predicted women will
turn out to vote in record numbers
for politicians that support abortion
rights, and “to reclaim the rights
that have taken from them by the
Court.”
“I don’t think the Court — or for
that matter the Republicans who for
decades have pushed their extreme
agenda — have a clue about the
power of American women. But
they’re about to find out,” Biden
said.
The executive order instructs the
Department of Health and Human
Services to protect and expand
access to abortion medication by
mail, which is legal and approved
by the Food and Drug Administra-

tion, but still banned or restricted
in many states.
The White House doesn’t have
the power to compel states with
abortion bans to allow medication
abortion, and the executive order
did not make it clear how HHS
would ensure access is protected.
The order also instructs the
Department of Justice and White
House staff to convene private
pro-bono lawyers and public interest groups to defend women targeted for prosecution if they travel out
of state for reproductive care.
Yet the actions are unlikely to
assuage some of the Democrats
calling for more significant action.
The administration has resisted
calls to take bold steps like allowing
abortion providers on federal lands,
or to declare abortion a public
health emergency.
Jen Klein, director of the White
House Gender Policy Council,
insisted Friday that a public health
emergency on abortion is “definitely not off the table” but added
it doesn’t free up many resources
and doesn’t release significant legal
authority.

is to reject candidates who would
support the nationwide abortion ban
McConnell has been pushing for,”
Hassan told reporters last week.
Hassan, who previously served
as the state’s governor with a
staunch record of supporting abortion rights, said it’s “essential” to
support Democrats who have said
on the record that they would “vote
to enshrine Roe.”
But some strategists question
whether that’s the right approach.
“I think that there is just this
wishful thinking on the part of the
party establishment that suddenly
Roe being overturned is good news,
that this changes the tide of the
midterms,” Chappell said.
Some candidates, aware of
voter anger about what many see
as a weak response from the Biden
administration, are putting forward
their own proposals.
Progressives and some moderates favor making the Supreme
Court bigger by adding more justices to the bench, bolstering the
long-held belief on the left that if
there are more seats, it would even
the representation of viewpoints
and theoretically create more equitable rulings. Currently, the high
court has a 6-3 conservative majority after former President Trump
appointed three justices during his
first White House term.
On Tuesday, left-wing lawmakers solidified that position, with
Rep. Pramila Jayapal (D-Wash.),
the caucus chair, issuing a statement
calling for more seats.

“We must hold these rogue justices to account,” Jayapal wrote on
behalf of her caucus.
Democratic candidates are also
pledging their commitment by
supporting an end to the Senate’s
filibuster. If it wasn’t for that one
parliamentary procedure, they say,
there would be more progress on
everything from women’s rights
to democracy reforms. Last week,
Democratic lawmakers and activists praised Biden for saying he
believes the rule should be amended
in order to codify Roe.
While his call was met with relief for some, others said that it was
“half-assed” and lamented that he
could have moved on the filibuster
much sooner.
“It’s just astounding that it took
them this long and then when he
finally gets to it, when he finally
comes around on it, it’s a weak
announcement at the end of a
news week,” said another Democratic strategist, speaking without
attribution to talk freely about the

sensitive subject. “People are pretty
pissed.”
As with earlier blockades, however, Sens. Joe Manchin (W.Va.)
and Kyrsten Sinema (Ariz.), the two
most moderate Democratic voices
in the Senate, have been opposed to
changing the rules and don’t appear
likely to alter their stances now.
This means that Democrats would
likely have to keep the seats they
currently hold and win two more
in order for possible action.
“Abortion Rights Week is feeling a lot like Infrastructure Week in
that it never actually begins,” the
progressive operative said.
White House press secretary
Karine Jean-Pierre declined to offer
further guidance on Tuesday, while
Biden previously indicated that
there could be an announcement in
the coming days.
For all the personal angst around
the issue of abortion, other Democrats argue it’s not happening
in isolation. Topics like access to
reproductive health care, environmental regulations, and certain education reforms are broadly popular
with voters, yet liberals aren’t able
to make traction.
That dynamic has created more
tension between candidates running on aspirational platforms and
elected officials facing the realities
of a log-jammed Washington, D.C.
“There’s this degree of self-fulfilling defeatism when leaders
who control nearly every level of
political power just sort of callously point to the next election,” said
Sawyer Hackett, a senior communications strategist at the Progressive
Change Campaign Committee.
“If we have all of that and we
still can’t win on issues in that
environment, then there are clearly
these major structural issues we
have to tackle too.”
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One scandal too many:
British PM Boris Johnson resigns
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By Danica Kirka,
Jill Lawless and Sylvia Hui
LONDON (AP) — Prime Minister Boris
Johnson announced his resignation Thursday
after droves of top government officials quit
over the latest scandal to engulf him, marking
an end to three tumultuous years in which he
tried to bluster his way through one ethical
lapse after another.
Months of defiance ended almost with
a shrug as Johnson stood outside No. 10
Downing St. and conceded that his party
wanted him gone.
“Them’s the breaks,” he said.
The brash, 58-year-old politician who took
Britain out of the European Union and steered
it through COVID-19 and the war in Ukraine
was brought down by one scandal too many
— this one involving his appointment of a
politician who had been accused of sexual
misconduct.
The messiest of prime ministers did not
leave cleanly. Johnson stepped down immediately as Conservative Party leader but said
he would remain as prime minister until the
party chooses his successor. The timetable
for that process will be announced next week.
The last leadership contest took six weeks.
But many want him to go now, with some
Conservative politicians expressing fear he
could do mischief even as a caretaker prime
minister.
“It’s very difficult to see how Boris Johnson, given the character that he is, is going
to be able to govern for three months in
quiet humility and contrition,” said George
Freeman, who resigned as science minister
on Thursday.
Among the possible candidates to succeed
Johnson: former Health Secretary Sajid Javid,
former Treasury chief Rishi Sunak, Foreign
Secretary Liz Truss and Defense Secretary
Ben Wallace.

About 50 Cabinet secretaries, ministers
and lower-level officials quit the government
over the past few days because of the latest
scandal, often castigating the prime minister
as lacking integrity.
The mass resignations stalled the business
of some parliamentary committees because
there were no ministers available to speak on
the government’s behalf.
Johnson clung to power for days, defiantly telling lawmakers on Wednesday that
he had a “colossal mandate” from the voters
and intended to get on with the business of
governing.
But he was forced to concede defeat
Thursday morning after one of his closest allies, newly appointed Treasury chief Nadhim
Zahawi, publicly told him to resign for the
good of the country.
“In the last few days, I tried to persuade
my colleagues that it would be eccentric to
change governments when we’re delivering
so much and when we have such a vast mandate,” Johnson said. “I regret not to have been
successful in those arguments, and of course

it’s painful not to be able to see through so
many ideas and projects myself.’’
He said it is “clearly now the will of the
parliamentary Conservative Party that there
should be a new leader of that party and
therefore a new prime minister.”
Critics said the speech showed Johnson,
to the end, refusing to take responsibility for
or admit his mistakes.
Many Britons reacted to news of his resignation with relief and surprise, given his
habit of digging in.
“It felt like he can just keep on going and
keep on ignoring it, so I was bit surprised
this morning when saw it on my phone,”
Himmat Dalyway, an investment trader in
his 20s, said outside an Underground station
in London. “Are you still 100 percent sure
that he is going?″
As Johnson gathered his cobbled-together
Cabinet for a meeting after his resignation
announcement, he promised not to rock
the boat in his remaining weeks. He told
members the government would not “seek
to implement new policies or make major
changes of direction.”
It was a humiliating defeat for Johnson,
who not only pulled off Brexit but was also
credited with rolling out one of the world’s
most successful mass vaccination campaigns
to combat COVID-19.
But the perpetually rumpled, shaggy-haired leader known for answering his
critics with bombast and bluster was also
dogged by allegations he behaved as if the
rules did not apply to him.
He managed to remain in power despite
accusations that he was too close to party
donors, that he protected supporters from bullying and corruption allegations, and that he
misled Parliament about government office
parties that broke COVID-19 lockdown rules.
When allegations of Downing Street par-

Boris Johnson’s sad end to a surprising
and very complicated political career

By Jessica Tarlov
I worked on Boris Johnson’s mayoral
re-election campaign in 2012.
You may be wondering, “What’s a nice
liberal girl from New York City doing working for a British Conservative?”
The short answer: I was finishing my
Ph.D. at the London School of Economics.
Conservatives over there aren’t anything
like conservatives here in America, and he
was running against former London Mayor
Ken Livingstone, a known antisemite who
claimed it is “not antisemitic to hate the Jews
of Israel.”
Plus, in those days, Boris Johnson was
known for his love of cycling and dedication
to greener transportation policies, his toughon-crime approach, pledge to build more
affordable housing, and fanaticism for making the London Olympics a triumph. And in
all these areas, he succeeded. Johnson rolled
out his hugely popular fleet of “Boris Bikes”
and added cycle lanes throughout the city;
while he was mayor, the homicide rate fell
50 percent; and the Greater London Authority
built nearly 100,00 affordable homes. The
Olympics were widely praised.
That said, his record as mayor of London
has been all but erased because of what came
next: Brexit.
As the son of a member of the European
Parliament and the former Brussels columnist
for the Daily Telegraph, Johnson’s populist,
pro-Brexit position made little sense. It
felt completely unnatural to hear him talk
about how bad globalization had been for
most Britons or the breakdown of society
due to the vast gap between the elites and
everyone else. This was a man who thrived
in elite environments like Oxford, where he
became Oxford Union president, and whose
campaigns were bankrolled by hedge fund
managers and other elites.

That doesn’t mean that the “haves” versus
the “have nots” isn’t a very real issue. It certainly is! But Johnson jumped at the opportunity to differentiate himself in a crowded field
of Conservatives, many of whom appeared to
be motivated by the promise of power more
than anything else.
People don’t wake up one day and just
decide that globalization is an existential
threat. It’s just not how it works.
It made matters worse that the Brexit
campaign was based on dangerous lies. As
Anne Applebaum writes in The Atlantic,
“The electorate was promised that departure
from the EU would lead not only to fewer
immigrants but to greater prosperity, more
welfare spending, less crowded hospitals.
Instead, six years after the vote, Britain is
less prosperous and more unequal. Brexit
reduced the U.K. GDP by at least 1.5 percent
even before it took full effect; the U.K. has
the highest inflation rate in the G7; small
businesses, especially importers, have been
crushed by Brexit-related red tape and supply-chain problems.”
Britons know it, too. According to the
latest polling, 50 percent think it was wrong
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to leave the EU, compared to 36 percent who
think it was the right decision.
I bring up Brexit not because it was the
reason that Boris Johnson ended up having
to resign as prime minister. There were a
litany of scandals that caused that. From socalled “Party-gate,” where Johnson broke
his own COVID rules to host get-togethers,
to the most recent brouhaha regarding Chris
Pincher, the Conservative MP and party whip
who resigned after reportedly getting drunk at
the Tory Party members’ club and is accused
of groping two men. It was discovered that
Johnson apparently knew of previous harassment allegations levied against Pincher
(See Boris Johnson, Page 11)

ties emerged, Johnson told lawmakers “there
was no party” and no rules were broken. But
when photos of the prime minister raising a
glass in front of a group of people surfaced,
critics, some of them inside the Conservative
Party, said Johnson had lied to Parliament —
traditionally a resigning matter.
The prime minister was fined by police
over the parties and survived a no-confidence
vote last month in Parliament in which 41
percent of Conservative lawmakers tried to
oust him.
Johnson became prime minister in July
2019, succeeding Theresa May, who resigned
after Parliament rejected the Brexit agreement she negotiated with the EU. Johnson
pushed his own Brexit deal through in an
often messy and turbulent debate.
With his mop of unruly blond hair, he
often looked like a schoolboy who had just
rolled out of bed and run to class with his
pajamas under his clothes.
In his rise to power he showed many of
the same habits and abilities that would carry
him far but also spell his downfall: He was an
ebullient, attention-loving mayor of London;
a journalist who was fired for making up a
quote and filed exaggerated stories about EU
excesses; and a politician with an Eton- and
Oxford-honed talent for colorful oratory and
the thrust and parry of debate.
He became known for his light regard for
the truth and his glib and offensive remarks.
He called Papua New Guineans cannibals and
likened Muslim women who wear face-covering veils to “letter boxes.”
Recent disclosures that Johnson knew
about sexual misconduct allegations against
a Conservative lawmaker before he promoted
him to a senior position in government proved
to be one scandal too many.
The crisis began when Chris Pincher resigned as deputy chief whip amid accusations
that he had groped two men at a private club.
That triggered a series of reports about past
allegations against Pincher.
Johnson offered shifting explanations
about what he knew and when he knew it.
That just heightened the sense that the prime
minister couldn’t be trusted.
Key Cabinet members Javid and Sunak,
who were responsible, respectively, for fighting COVID-19 and inflation, resigned within
minutes of each other Tuesday. That set off
the wave of departures by their colleagues.
Now with a leadership election upon them,
the Conservatives will have to decide whether they can stomach Johnson as a caretaker
leader, a job that normally entails saying little
and doing nothing.
“To be honest, I think a lot of the public
will want to see him gone straightaway,” said
Tim Bale, a professor of politics at Queen
Mary, University of London. “You know, they
don’t want to see him hanging around like a
bad smell in Downing Street.”

Joe Lombardo wants
to take your guns

If you care about your right to carry concealed to protect
yourself and your family, you need to know the truth about
Joe Lombardo and his documented stance on guns. In a
podcast hosted by renowned CCW instructor, Nephi Khaliki,
and activist, model and actress Mindy Robinson, she stated:
—How Joe Lombardo blamed Republicans for the
1 October mass shooting
—How Joe Lombardo used the 1 October tragedy to
power his campaign and help Sisolak get elected
—How Joe Lombardo was the key to turning the state
blue after 30 years of Republican leadership
—Joe’s terrible record on Second Amendment
—Joe’s consistent attempts to sabotage CCW permitting in Clark County
If you are like most every supporter of the Second Amendment and want to see Steve Sisolak removed from office,
you need to know how Joe Lombardo plans to run for governor — simply to ensure Sisolak stays in office.
The more people know, the better our chances of exposing
that plot and removing Sisolak.

Japan’s ex-leader Shinzo Abe
assassinated during a speech
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By Mari Yamaguchi,
Chisato Tanaka and Foster Klug
TOKYO (AP) — Former Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe was assassinated Friday on a
street in western Japan by a gunman who
opened fire on him from behind as he delivered a campaign speech — an attack that
stunned a nation with some of the strictest
gun control laws anywhere.
The 67-year-old Abe, who was Japan’s
longest-serving leader when he resigned in
2020, collapsed bleeding and was airlifted to
a nearby hospital in Nara, although he was
not breathing and his heart had stopped. He
was later pronounced dead after receiving
massive blood transfusions, officials said.
A hearse carrying Abe’s body left the
hospital early Saturday to head back to his
home in Tokyo. Abe’s wife Akie lowered her
head as the vehicle passed before a crowd of
journalists.
Nara Medical University emergency
department chief Hidetada Fukushima said
Abe suffered major damage to his heart,
along with two neck wounds that damaged
an artery. He never regained his vital signs,
Fukushima said.
Police at the shooting scene arrested
Tetsuya Yamagami, 41, a former member of
Japan’s navy, on suspicion of murder. Police
said he used a gun that was obviously homemade — about 15 inches (40 centimeters)
long — and they confiscated similar weapons
and his personal computer when they raided
his nearby one-room apartment.
Police said Yamagami was responding
calmly to questions and had admitted to
attacking Abe, telling investigators he had
plotted to kill him because he believed rumors
about the former leader’s connection to a certain organization that police did not identify.
Dramatic video from broadcaster NHK
showed Abe standing and giving a speech
outside a train station ahead of Sunday’s
parliamentary election. As he raised his fist to
make a point, two gunshots rang out, and he
collapsed holding his chest, his shirt smeared
with blood as security guards ran toward

him. Guards then leapt onto the gunman,
who was face down on the pavement, and
a double-barreled weapon was seen nearby.
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida and his
Cabinet ministers hastily returned to Tokyo
from campaign events elsewhere after the
shooting, which he called “dastardly and
barbaric.” He pledged that the election, which
chooses members for Japan’s less-powerful
upper house of parliament, would go on as
planned.
“I use the harshest words to condemn (the
act),” Kishida said, struggling to control his
emotions. He said the government would
review the security situation, but added that
Abe had the highest protection.
Even though he was out of office, Abe was
still highly influential in the governing Liberal Democratic Party and headed its largest
faction, Seiwakai, but his ultra-nationalist
views made him a divisive figure to many.
Opposition leaders condemned the attack
as a challenge to Japan’s democracy. Kenta
Izumi, head of the top opposition Constitutional Democratic Party of Japan, called it “an
act of terrorism” and said it “tried to quash
the freedom of speech … actually causing a
situation where (Abe’s) speech can never be
heard again.”
In Tokyo, people stopped to buy extra
editions of newspapers or watch TV coverage

of the shooting. Flowers were placed at the
shooting scene in Nara.
When he resigned as prime minister, Abe
blamed a recurrence of the ulcerative colitis
he’d had since he was a teenager. He said
then it was difficult to leave many of his goals
unfinished, especially his failure to resolve
the issue of Japanese abducted years ago by
North Korea, a territorial dispute with Russia,
and a revision of Japan’s war-renouncing
constitution.
That ultra-nationalism riled the Koreas
and China, and his push to create what he
saw as a more normal defense posture angered many Japanese. Abe failed to achieve
his cherished goal of formally rewriting the
U.S.-drafted pacifist constitution because of
poor public support.
Loyalists said his legacy was a stronger
U.S.-Japan relationship that was meant to
bolster Japan’s defense capability. But Abe
made enemies by forcing his defense goals
and other contentious issues through parliament, despite strong public opposition.
Abe was groomed to follow in the footsteps of his grandfather, former Prime Minister Nobusuke Kishi. His political rhetoric
often focused on making Japan a “normal”
and “beautiful” nation with a stronger military and bigger role in international affairs.
Tributes to Abe poured in from world leaders, with many expressing shock and sorrow.
U.S. President Joe Biden praised him, saying
“his vision of a free and open Indo-Pacific
will endure. Above all, he cared deeply about
the Japanese people and dedicated his life to
their service.“
On Saturday, Biden called Kishida and
expressed outrage, sadness and deep condolences on the shooting death of Abe. Biden
noted the importance of Abe’s legacy including through the establishment of the Quad
meetings of Japan, the U.S., Australia and
India. Biden voiced confidence in the strength
of Japan’s democracy and the two leaders
discussed how Abe’s legacy will live on as
the two allies continue to defend peace and
democracy, according to the White House.

Former German Chancellor Angela
Merkel, whose tenure from 2005-21 largely
overlapped with Abe’s, said she was devastated by the “cowardly and vile assassination.”
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi declared Saturday a day of national mourning
for Abe, and U.N. Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres tweeted that he would remember
him for “his collegiality & commitment to
multilateralism.”
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson
Zhao Lijian declined to comment, other than
to say Beijing offered sympathies to Abe’s
family and that the shooting shouldn’t be
linked to bilateral relations. But social media
posts from the country were harsh, with some
calling the gunman a “hero” — reflecting
strong sentiment against right-wing Japanese
politicians who question or deny that Japan’s
military committed wartime atrocities in
China.
Biden, who is dealing with a summer of
mass shootings in the U.S., also said “gun
violence always leaves a deep scar on the
communities that are affected by it.”
Japan is particularly known for its strict
gun laws. With a population of 125 million,
it had only 10 gun-related criminal cases last
year, resulting in one death and four injuries,
according to police. Eight of those cases were
gang-related. Tokyo had no gun incidents,
injuries or deaths in the same year, although
61 guns were seized.
Abe was proud of his work to strengthen Japan’s security alliance with the U.S.
and shepherding the first visit by a serving U.S. president, Barack Obama, to the
atom-bombed city of Hiroshima. He also
helped Tokyo gain the right to host the 2020
Olympics by pledging that a disaster at the
Fukushima nuclear plant was “under control”
when it was not.
He became Japan’s youngest prime
minister in 2006, at age 52, but his overly
nationalistic first stint abruptly ended a year
later, also because of his health.
The end of Abe’s scandal-laden first stint
(See Shinzo Abe Assassination, Page 12)

Why Shinzo Abe was such a towering figure in Japan
By Tobias Burns
The Hill
Shinzo Abe was a towering figure in Japan who as the country’s
longest-serving prime minister
sought to reestablish this country’s
power on the global economic and
foreign policy stage.
Abe, who was assassinated on
Friday while speaking at a political campaign event for the Liberal
Democratic Party in the city of Nara
in western Japan, served as Japan’s
prime minister from 2012 to 2020.
Global leaders reacted to his killing in horror, with President Biden
saying he was “stunned, outraged,
and deeply saddened” by the news.
“This is a tragedy for Japan and
for all who knew him,” Biden said.
“He was a champion of the Alliance
between our nations and the friendship between our people.”
Senate Minority Leader Mitch
McConnell (R-Ky.) also said he
was horrified by the assassination,
describing Abe as “a remarkable
global leader and stalwart friend of
the United States.”
Police are holding a 41-year-old
man in custody in connection with
the killing, according to Japanese
broadcaster NHK. Police told
NHK that the man was dissatisfied
with the former prime minister and
intended to kill him, though a specific motive for the killing remains
unclear.
Abe was a controversial figure in
Japan; during his career, he railed
against Article 9 of the Japanese
Constitution, which enshrines pacifism into Japanese law and says

volved monetary easing, liberal use
of fiscal stimulus to combat deflation in the economy and structural
reforms to businesses that opened
up the labor market to women and
immigrants in order to compensate
for a rapidly aging workforce.
Analysts say Abenomics
achieved mixed results.
Abe’s time as prime minister
saw the rise of China both as a
regional economic power in East
Asia and as a global superpower
with increased military ambitions.
“Abe understood the limitations

the country has to forever renounce
the use of force as a means to settle
international disputes.
Abe “sought to shift the center of
gravity in Japanese political culture
away from the pacifism that characterized most of the early to mid
post-war period to a place that was,
in his view, more normal,” Richard
Samuels, a political scientist and
Japanologist at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, said in an
interview, speaking from Berlin.
He was also a political blueblood
in Japan whose grandfather also
held the position of prime minister.
Samuels said shifting Japan
away from pacifism was important
to both Abe and his grandfather,
who he noted was also the subject
of an assassination attempt in July
1960.
In practice, Japan does have a
strong military enabled by legal
workarounds, but Article 9 was

a sticking point for Abe, who believed it had been imposed upon
Japan by the United States during
the occupation of the country after
World War II.
“He was very eager, determined
to get a change in that, to achieve
normalcy, so that Japan would
indeed be able to say it has a military. That was important to him,”
Samuels said.
Abe’s conservative political
stances earned him a reputation as
an economic reformer following the
decline of the Japanese economy in
the 1990s and 2000s and as a champion of Japan seeking to bolster its
power on the world stage.
Abe’s namesake economic policy, known as “Abenomics,” also
sought to restore Japanese power
following two “lost decades” of
recession after Japan rose to be an
economic powerhouse in the 1980s.
The three-pronged approach in-

from greatness. The big Brexit sell,
coupled with mismanagement, lies
and sidestepping of other issues, all
added up to a huge betrayal.
A politician has nothing without
the public trust. And like a house
of cards, it all fell down around
Johnson because the foundation
upon which it was built was faulty.
I realize that the story of his
resignation has a shelf-life and it
may be a short one, at that. But there
are very real lessons for our own
leadership class here in America
from the Boris Johnson experience.
“Rules for thee, not for me”
doesn’t fly. Don’t flout your own
rules or shirk responsibility.
Norms and limits matter. Voters
like outside-the-box thinking and
innovation, but they like reliability
and expertise more.
Live by personality, die by personality. You’re only charming as

long as you’re delivering.
And most of all, don’t lie to
voters. It was good to see Conservative politicians taking a stand
and resigning from the British
government, and we could’ve used
some of that in America during the
Donald Trump years! But at the
most basic level, the public trust
isn’t something to be trifled with.
All democratic societies are held
together by this fragile relationship,
and it can take only so much.
Boris Johnson found he’d hit the
limit and I hope that in the future,
politicians consider his case before
they push voters too far.
*****
Jessica Tarlov is head of research at Bustle Digital Group and
a Fox News contributor. She earned
her Ph.D. at the London School of
Economics in political science. Follow her on Twitter @JessicaTarlov.

Boris Johnson

(Continued from Page 10)
but continued to promote him —
so there is plenty that went very
wrong.
But Brexit matters because it’s
the biggest load of crap that Boris
Johnson sold the British people.
And whether Britons are talking
about it explicitly or not, as they sit
around their kitchen tables, Brexit
underlies critical aspects of society
that are affecting quality of life at
very difficult times. These include,
but are not limited to, the cost of
goods and services, the freedom to
travel and work, and broader feelings of nationalism and community.
Brexit also was the most glaring
example of how a politician who
may have been regularly admonished for his behavior, but ultimately — and on occasion, inexplicably— is loved for his candor,
quirkiness and brashness, can fall

of Japanese power and that Japan
was not on its own going to be
able to balance Chinese power.
He understood that, and that’s
why the alliance [with the United
States] was so important to him,”
Samuels said.
“Abe’s last major foray into
security policy was a statement he
made right after the Russian invasion of Ukraine, which was that
Japan should have a conversation
about sharing nuclear weapons with
the United States like Germany
does,” Samuels added.
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Hunter Biden tied to Chinese company
that bought oil Joe Biden released

By WND Staff
(WND) — There really seems to be no
limit to the convolutions that develop when
the Biden family works on its international
business schemes.
Probably one of the most famous was
when Joe Biden was vice president and traveled to Ukraine for Barack Obama. At that
time Hunter Biden was taking in tens of thousands of dollars a month from a Ukrainian
company under investigation for corruption.
Joe came to the rescue, ordering officials
there to fire the prosecutor, threatening to
withhold $1 billion in scheduled U.S. aid if
they didn’t.
They did. And he came home to brag
about it.
Now the Free Beacon is reporting that
some of that oil Joe Biden released from
America’s Strategic Petroleum Reserve,
ostensibly to help American consumers with
sky-high gasoline prices brought on by his
energy and economic policies, was sold to a
Chinese company.
A Chinese company in which Hunter
Biden has interests, the report said.
It’s through Hunter Biden’s links to Sinopec, in which he, through an equity firm,
previously bought a $1.7 billion stake.
The report explained Joe Biden “sold
roughly one million barrels from the Strategic
Petroleum Reserve to a Chinese state-controlled gas giant that continues to purchase
Russian oil.”
The sale was to Unipec, the trading arm
of the China Petrochemical Corporation, also
known as Sinopec, which is owned by the
Chinese Communist government.
“The Biden administration also claimed
the Unipec sale would ‘support American
consumers and the global economy in response to Vladimir Putin’s war of choice
against Ukraine’ and combat ‘Putin’s price
hike,’” the report said.
That’s even though most of the gasoline
price inflation Americans are suffering under
now happened before the Russian conflict
with Ukraine, and was triggered by Joe
Biden’s extreme opposition to fossil fuels.
Power the Future founder Daniel Turner
pointed out, “We were assured Biden was
releasing this oil to America so it could be
refined for gasoline to drive down prices at
the pump. So right off the bat, they’re just
lying to the American people.”
“What they’re saying they did and what

they did are not remotely related.”
He also highlighted Hunter Biden’s links
to Sinopac.
The report explained, “Biden campaigned
heavily against the oil and gas industry in
2020, promising to ‘end fossil fuel.’ He went
on to cancel the Keystone XL pipeline and
implement a moratorium on new gas leases
on federal land during his first month in of-

fice. Biden’s energy secretary, meanwhile, is
working with left-wing activists who want
to eliminate fossil fuels, and in late October,
House Oversight and Reform Committee
Democrats pushed top oil executives to produce less gas due to climate change.
“Gas prices have since soared to record
highs.”
Turner charged, “This is disturbing on

multiple levels. To start with, the president
told us he was releasing these reserves to
lower the price of gas nationally. And then
you find out that he, through Secretary Granholm of the Department of Energy, is selling
them around on the world market and selling
them to the communist Chinese. So, ‘A,’
we’re selling our strategic raw materials, our
strategic reserves to the communist country
[that’s] our adversary. And then you find out
one of the companies that was brokering this
deal — one of [its] top investors is, of course,
Hunter Biden. “
He continued, “So… the president’s reprobate crackhead son is invested in a company
that is buying our strategic reserves, while
we’re paying more than $5 a gallon at the
pump. We had an impeachment hearing about
a phone call with Donald Trump and President Zelenskyy. If this doesn’t cause Jerry
Nadler and it doesn’t cause Adam Schiff to
ask some questions and for Congress to do its
job and wonder how this Biden crime family
is profiting while the American people are
suffering, I don’t understand if there is a…
offense that is more worthy of investigating
for impeachment, let’s put it that way.”

lor, said they would be pursing legal action.
“The Twitter Board is committed to closing the transaction on the price and terms
agreed upon with Mr. Musk and plans to
pursue legal action to enforce the merger
agreement. We are confident we will prevail
in the Delaware Court of Chancery,” Taylor
tweeted.

The news had an impact on Twitter’s
stock, which dropped 6 percent on Friday
after hours, according to CNBC.
Musk, who in April reached an agreement
with Twitter to buy the company for $44
billion, has previously said that acquiring the
social media platform was “not a way to sort
of make money” and has floated changes to
Twitter that he would have liked to see, such
as the inclusion of an edit button.
Republicans were excited at the prospect
of Musk’s acquisition, expressing hope that
he would increase free speech on Twitter,
which has often led rivals with its stricter
content moderation policies and was among
the first social media platforms to ban former
President Trump following the Jan. 6, 2021,
Capitol riot.
Musk said in May he would reverse
Trump’s ban from Twitter, though the former
president has contended he will continue
using his Truth Social platform.
Democrats were more critical of the
planned acquisition, with some urging Musk
to pay more in taxes while others argued the
funds could have been better used elsewhere.

Musk terminates agreement to buy Twitter

By Caroline Vakil
The Hill
Elon Musk terminated his agreement to
buy Twitter on Friday, less than three months
after reaching a deal to acquire it.
“Mr. Musk is terminating the Merger
Agreement because Twitter is in material breach of multiple provisions of that
Agreement, appears to have made false and
misleading representations upon which Mr.
Musk relied when entering into the Merger
Agreement, and is likely to suffer a Company
Material Adverse Effect,” a lawyer wrote
on his behalf in a letter to Twitter’s chief
legal officer, according to a Securities and
Exchange Commission (SEC) filing.
The letter alleged that the social media
platform had rejected or ignored Musk’s requests for information he sought to “make an
independent assessment of the prevalence of
fake or spam accounts on Twitter’s platform.”
The letter further claimed that data that
was given to Musk was “incomplete” and
that it was not “sufficient to perform such an
independent assessment.”
The chairman of Twitter’s board, Bret Tay-

Five things to know about the assassination of Shinzo Abe

By Lexi Lonas
The Hill
Former Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe was assassinated
on Friday, stunning Japan and the
world.
The 67-year-old leader, Japan’s
longest serving prime minister,
remained an influential figure in
the country’s politics after stepping
down from the role in 2020. He
was shot in the back while giving
a speech outdoors and was quickly
airlifted to a hospital, but was pronounced dead hours later.
Tetsuya Yamagami, 41, was arrested for the assassination shortly
Abe was shot. He has admitted to
killing the former leader.
Here are five things to know
about the assassination:
1. Abe was killed during a
campaign event
Abe was on a street in the city
of Nara in western Japan when he
was killed on Friday.
He was speaking at an event for
the Liberal Democratic Party ahead
of elections for Japan’s House of
Councillors, which are set to take
place Sunday.
Abe was a member of the Liberal Democratic Party, Japan’s current
governing party, for decades.
He served as prime minister of
the country and president of the
Liberal Democratic Party from
2006 to 2007 and again from 2012
to 2020.
2. Attacker used handmade
gun
Officials told reporters that Yamagami, who has admitted to fatally shooting Abe, used a handmade
gun to assassinate the former leader,
according to multiple outlets.
The gun, which could be seen
in video of the attack, appeared to
have two barrels held together by
duct tape.

Japanese public broadcaster
NHK reported, citing sources inside
the investigation into the shooting,
that the gun was one of several
Yamagami made out of steel pipes
and adhesive tape. He told police
he purchased the parts he used to
make the guns online, per the outlet.
Gun ownership and gun violence
are both rare in Japan, which has
some of the world’s strictest gun
laws. The country bans handguns
and allows residents to possess
shotguns and air rifles only if they
undergo a rigorous licensing process that involves a mental health
evaluation, background check and
both a written exam and an accuracy test at a shooting range, among
other steps. That process must then
be repeated every three years to
renew the license.
Once licensed owners have obtained guns, they are also required
to register them with police, who
must inspect them annually, and to
provide authorities with information about how the weapons and
ammunition are stored.
3. Police investigating shooter’s motives
Authorities in Japan are working
to uncover why Yamagami assassinated the former prime minister,

(Continued from Page 11)
as prime minister was the beginning
of six years of annual leadership
change, remembered as an era
of “revolving door” politics that
lacked stability.
When he returned to office in
2012, Abe vowed to revitalize the
nation and get its economy out
of its deflationary doldrums with

his “Abenomics” formula, which
combines fiscal stimulus, monetary
easing and structural reforms.
He won six national elections
and built a rock-solid grip on power,
bolstering Japan’s defense role and
capability and its security alliance
with the U.S. He also stepped up
patriotic education at schools and
raised Japan’s international profile.

with the shooter claiming his motive did not have to do with Abe’s
politics.
Investigative sources told The
Japanese Times that Yamagami
said he attacked Abe because he
believed the former prime minister
promoted a religious group that
caused his mother to go bankrupt.
The shooter allegedly told authorities he initially planned to
attack a leader of this religious
group, to which his mother made
large donations, before setting his
sights on Abe.
4. Security for Abe receives
scrutiny after assassination
The apparently light security

protections for Abe on the day of
the assassination have attracted
scrutiny in the aftermath of his
death.
Cars were passing behind the
former prime minister while he
spoke, as the road was not blocked
off for his speech, and the crowd
was only feet from him, The Japanese Times reported.
Japan’s National Police Agency
said it will be investigating if there
were any flaws in Abe’s security,
per the outlet.
During his speech, Abe was to
be protected by a team made up of
authorities from the Nara prefectural police department’s security
division and Tokyo’s Metropolitan
Police Department.
The head of the Nara prefectural
police, Tomoaki Onizuka, on Saturday said that there were “undeniable” issues with the former prime
minister’s security and vowed that
a “thorough investigation” would
be conducted, according to The
Guardian.
“I believe it is undeniable that
there were problems with the guarding and safety measures for former
prime minister Abe,” Onizuka said.
“In all the years since I became
a police officer in 1995 … there is

no greater remorse, no bigger regret
than this,” he added.
5. Abe’s body taken to Tokyo
After he was declared dead, Abe
was taken from the hospital in the
Nara prefecture to Tokyo, according to The Japanese Times.
Senior members of the Liberal Democratic Party were at his
home in the capital city when his
body arrived to pay their respects,
according to the outlet.
A wake will be held for Abe
on Monday, followed by a funeral
on Tuesday, CNN reported, citing
Abe’s office. NHK reported that
only family and others close to the
former prime minister would be in
attendance at the funeral, which his
widow will host at a Tokyo temple,
according to CNN.
Abe’s shooting was met with an
outpouring of statements expressing shock and sadness from leaders
around the world.
“I am stunned, outraged, and
deeply saddened by the news that
my friend Abe Shinzo, former
Prime Minister of Japan, was shot
and killed while campaigning,”
President Biden said in a statement
issued by the White House. “This is
a tragedy for Japan and for all who
knew him.”
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Frustrated Democrats express
alarm over Biden’s powerlessness
By Amie Parnes and Brett Samuels
The Hill
President Biden is finding himself largely
powerless to address a spate of setbacks in
recent weeks that have sparked alarm among
Democrats about the state of the country.
Biden has been dealt blow after blow in
recent weeks: The Supreme Court struck
down Roe v. Wade’s constitutional right to
an abortion; the country is plagued by gun
violence, the latest example falling during
an Independence Day parade in suburban
Chicago; and rising costs for gasoline, food
and other goods have frustrated the public
for months.
In each case, Biden’s hands are largely
tied, frustrating Democrats and contributing
to the president’s political malaise.
He has signed executive action and a bipartisan bill aiming to curb gun violence. He
has taken some unilateral action to lower gas
prices, such as releasing oil from the Strategic
Petroleum Reserve. And he has called on
the Senate to alter the filibuster if needed to
codify Roe v. Wade.
None of those steps were expected to do
or will do much to slow the gun violence
plague, dramatically lower prices at the pump
or bring back abortion rights in states where
the procedure is being outlawed.
And all of that is increasingly frustrating
Democrats, who argue they voted Biden into
office to enact change and are unhappy with
the results.
The steps and statements Biden has taken
and given, in this context, are seen as much
too little.
“It’s infuriating,” said one top Democratic
strategist, venting frustrations about Biden
and his team. “Our house is on fire and it
seems like they’re doing nothing to put the
fire out. They’re just watching it with the
rest of us.”
Polls point to the gloom in American life.
A Gallup survey published Tuesday found
just 23 percent of Americans have confidence
in the institution of the presidency, down 15
percentage points from a year ago.

A Monmouth University poll released
Tuesday found 88 percent of Americans
believe the country is headed in the wrong
direction, with just 10 percent saying it’s on
the right track, the lowest number tallied in
a Monmouth poll since 2013.
Democratic strategist Joel Payne said
Biden needs to change course.
“There’s the administrative part of the
job and the political part of the job, and it
seems like this president is leaning more in
the administrative role at a time when his
coalition is thirsty for political clarity and
leadership,” Payne said. “The president and
his team have to be vigilant about providing
that and balance the need to do both.”
Speaking about the Biden administration’s
inaction on abortion, Bakari Sellers, the
political commentator and former member
of the South Carolina state House, put it this
way Friday on CNN: “I’m not sure what he’s
doing. I can tell you what he ain’t doing.”
“We have been sounding the alarm about
this for a long time,” Rep. Alexandria Ocasio
Cortez (D-N.Y.) tweeted in the wake of the
Supreme Court’s abortion decision. “Some
may want to go after the messenger, but we
simply cannot make promises, hector people
to vote, and then refuse to use our full power

when they do. We still have time to fix this
and act. But we need to be brave.”
White House press secretary Karine JeanPierre was asked multiple times at a Tuesday
press briefing about complaints from Democratic lawmakers, activists and pundits that
Biden has shown a lack of urgency and fire
on certain issues.
“I can’t speak for them, I can only speak
to what we’re trying to do,” Jean-Pierre said.
“This is a president that has been working tirelessly day in and day out since he’s
walked into this administration fighting for
the American public,” she continued. “That is
what matters to him. That is what is important
is delivering every way that he can to make
sure that we get things done.”
Jean-Pierre pointed to the bipartisan gun
legislation passed after a school shooting in
Texas, though Biden did not play a major role
in those negotiations. And she noted Biden
announced executive action to protect access
to abortion pills and directed the Justice Department to protect women who cross state
lines for the procedure in the wake of Roe’s
reversal.
“Who knew bragging about how little you
know about the Constitution and hurting the
only route to putting Roe’s protections back

in place would be such a tempting dopamine
hit for people who backed defunding the
police and helped ensure congressional majorities were so narrow,” one Biden ally said.
Doug Heye, a Republican strategist, said
Biden is in a no-win situation.
“I’m not sure there’s a whole lot substantively that he can do,” Heye said, adding that
there are a few reasons Biden finds himself
in this predicament.
“The base just wants somebody who can
fight. You don’t have to have a plan to land
the punch, win the round or knock down the
opponent, you just need to be seen as fighting,” he said.
But Heye also said expectations of Biden
“have been way too high.”
“They have a small majority in the House
and no real majority in the Senate, so what
did they expect?” he said.
White House aides dispute the idea that
Biden is not fighting to address issues like
climate change, abortion rights, gun violence
and inflation. They pointed to his ambitious
legislative proposals, executive actions he’s
taken on guns, climate and voting rights, and
his willingness to call for filibuster carveouts
in the Senate, something he had not done on
the campaign trail.
Aides said Biden shares the public’s sense
of frustration that the country has faced a
series of setbacks, something the president
indicated in remarks during an Independence
Day celebration at the White House.
“In recent days, there’s been reason to
think that this country is moving backward,
that freedom is being reduced, that rights
we assumed were protected are no longer,”
Biden said in remarks to military families on
Monday. “A reminder that we remain in an
ongoing battle for the soul of America, as we
have for over 200 years.”
“I know it can be exhausting and unsettling,” Biden continued. “But tonight, I want
you to know we’re going to get through all
of this — for all that we have faced, that we
are going to get through this, and look how
far we’ve come.”

has gone to the consulting firm Blue Chip
Strategies.
Beyond fundraising, the dominance of
America’s two-party system and the primary
system, with gerrymandering creating more
polarized districts, also incentivizes outrage.
“Grifting” candidates, Crenshaw said,
“will do whatever their 24-year-old consultant tells them to do if they think it’ll get
them that key 10,000 votes out of the district
of 750,000 that can deliver them a primary,
because normal people just don’t get out and
vote anymore.”
“There’s an obvious problem with the
redder a district gets, the bluer district gets,
when the only people that representatives

have to talk to are primary voters — now
you’re obviously going to get that kind of
populist pandering,” Crenshaw said.
Berry cautioned against equivocating
outrage with ideology, but acknowledged the
impact of primary voters.
“Every politician is a bit of a marketing
scientist. And they’re very aware of what
their base wants,” Berry said. “So, there’s a
real structural element in terms of American
party politics, that contributes to the success
of outrage, and that is the party primary.”
Those that can identify factors that foster
outrage in politics, though, have few suggestions for remedies.
“My message to voters always is stop
falling for it,” Crenshaw said. “These people
are here to lie to you, and get more sides to
lose whatever side you’re on, they want you
to lose, because that’s how they get their
clicks. That’s how they get their engagement
and that’s ultimately how they make money.”
It can be difficult to strike the right balance
on outrage, Berry said.
“We want to live in a society where there’s
protest, and we want to live in a society where
people have the right to use outrage. What we
would like to do, though, is live in a society
where there are some boundaries and some
norms of civility. So even if you’re animated
and passionate and angry, you still don’t do
things that are disruptive to the whole system,
in politics in general,” Berry said.

Why outrage politics has such a grip on American life

By Emily Brooks
The Hill
Moral outrage can be a healthy part of the
American Democratic process, motivating
people to advocate for their beliefs and hold
leaders accountable. The founding of the
country, after all, is rooted in rebellion and a
list of grievances outlined in the Declaration
of Independence.
But top leaders are expressing worries
about the dark side of outrage politics, and
how it is incentivized through structural factors in the media and in the political system.
In an Independence Day op-ed in The Atlantic, Sen. Mitt Romney (R-Utah) lamented
that “carefully constructed, prejudice-confirming arguments from the usual gang of
sophists, grifters, and truth-deniers” have
led to America being in “denial” of serious
threats.
“The phenomenon is basically the same
on both sides. There’s always a wing that
will never be happy, where you can never
be liberal enough for them, or progressive
enough for them. And on the right, never
be right-wing enough for them,” Rep. Dan
Crenshaw (R-Texas) said in an interview.
“They engage in grievance politics more
than anything else. They self-victimize in
very mysterious ways. And they use that
self-victimization as a weapon to wield,”
Crenshaw said.
To some, recent confrontations motivated
by political outrage have gone too far.
Rep. Adam Kinzinger (R-Ill.), one of
two Republicans on the House Jan. 6 Select
Committee, has shared threatening letters
and voicemails he’s received. Protesters
gathered outside the homes of Supreme Court
justices to protest the overturning of Roe v.
Wade, and then outside a D.C. steakhouse as
conservative Justice Brett Kavanaugh dined,
prompting condemnation from the restaurant.
Humans may be wired to be attracted to
outrage.
Mark Lenkner, a librarian and assistant
professor at University of Nevada-Las Vegas who has written about political outrage,
pointed to the philosopher Robert Solomon
describing anger as being an energizing
experience.
“In the case of politics, and moral issues,
it gets tinged and heightened with moral
expectations. So not only do I move from
being a victim to being the accuser, but it’s
more like I moved from being the victim to
being the judge of your actions, and there’s
more power in that,” Lenker said.
Other systems then build on capitalizing
on moral outrage.
Jeff Berry, a professor of political science
at Tufts University and co-author of “The
Outrage Industry: Political Opinion Media
and the New Incivility,” said that technological and market changes have increased
political outrage in the media.
Americans used to listen to the radio for
music, but the advent of CDs and digital
music prompted a shift toward talk radio and
creation of conservative talk radio giants like
Rush Limbaugh and Mark Levin.

Before the advent of cable and satellite
television, networks would need to partner
with hundreds of local affiliates across the
country to get a national audience, incentivizing them to appeal to the widest audience
possible. A cable network, on the other hand,
does not have that structural hurdle and
can be profitable by appealing to a smaller
audience.
“Outrage is a business and it’s feeding a
product. It’s supplying a product to people
who want to be angry, and want to be even
more angry about politics,” Berry said.
Advancement of social media since his
book’s 2014 publication has further increased
political outrage, Berry said.
Major technology platforms have taken
steps in recent years to try to combat the
spread of false information on their platforms.
But according to a Yale University study
released last year, incentives like “likes” and
“shares” on social media amplified expressions of outrage over time.
“The mere existence of social media — it
makes very fringe ideas seem much more
mainstream than they really are,” Crenshaw
said.
Crenshaw noted that political fundraising
also incentivizes weaponizing outrage, which
targets the most passionate individuals who
are likely to donate.
Republicans regularly paint opponents as
“RINOs” — Republicans In Name Only —
when campaigning and fundraising.
Missouri GOP Senate candidate Eric
Greitens garnered criticism after he released
a video last month encouraging supporters to
order a “RINO hunting permit,” and showed
him breaking into a house with a firearm.
Democrats capitalize on outrage for fundraising purposes, too.
Marcus Flowers, the Democratic nominee in the race against Rep. Marjorie Taylor
Greene (R-Ga.) is not expected to win the
solely Republican 14th Congressional district
in Georgia. But by targeting those outraged
by Greene’s comments and promising to
counter her, he is raking in small-dollar
donations.
Flowers raised $8.2 million as of Mar. 31
— the most of any non-incumbent candidate
and the eleventh-highest amount of all House
candidates, Federal Election Commission
data shows. More than $2.6 million of that
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13 million cases and counting: Immigration
backlog result of rewarding inefficiency
By Nolan Rappaport
United States Citizenship and Immigration
Services (USCIS) has a backlog of around 5.2
million immigration benefit requests, with
an additional 8.5 million pending requests
that are not in the backlog yet because they
aren’t ready for adjudication. This means that
USCIS has 13.7 million benefit requests to
do — in addition to the new applications it
is receiving.
USCIS plans to hire 4,000 additional
employees by the end of this calendar year,
but the agency has been overwhelmed by a
backlog crisis that wasn’t caused entirely by
an employee shortage, and its backlog won’t
be brought under control just by adding more
employees.
The Office of Citizenship
and Immigration
Services Ombudsman describes systemic
problems in USCIS’s application-fee-based
funding system that are preventing it from
fully utilizing its personnel and resources
and suggests ways to improve the situation
in recommendations submitted to USCIS on
June 15, 2022.
The Ombudsman seems to have overlooked a systemic problem that I think should
have been addressed.
The application-fee-based system USCIS
is using rewards inefficiency.
USCIS requests for an increase in application fees are based to a great extent on how
much time is being spent on processing the
various applications it adjudicates. The more
time it takes to adjudicate the applications,
the higher the fees USCIS can charge. The
higher the fees, the more money the agency
will have to meet its budgetary needs.
Conversely, if USCIS reduces the time
it takes to do the applications by becoming
more efficient, the fees will be lower and the
agency will have less money for meeting its
budgetary needs.
This is a problem for all of the applications
USCIS processes — new, backlogged, and
pending.
USCIS isn’t going to be able to keep up
with its caseload and get its backlog under
control until all of these problems have been
eliminated.
Highlights from the
recommendations
Approximately 97 percent of the USCIS’s
budget is funded by the filing fees it collects,

but the agency is not permitted to charge fees
for all of the applications it has to process.
For instance, fees cannot be collected when
the applications are for specified types of humanitarian relief, such as affirmative asylum
applications. With some exceptions, the cost
of paying for these applications is borne by
USCIS’ fee-paying customers.
The agency’s funding model was developed to be consistent with the Chief Financial
Officers Act (CFO Act) and Circular No.
A-25 from the Office of Management and
Budget (OMB).
This requires USCIS to (1) review their
user fee rates every two years; (2) determine
the full costs of providing services; (3) review
new programs to identify potential new user
fees; and (4) report the results of these reviews in their annual CFO reports.
USCIS uses the Activity-Based Cost
(ABC) methodology to assign costs to specific benefit requests in a manner consistent with
OMB guidance (Circular A-25). The main
ABC considerations are employee staffing,
workload volume, adjudication completion
rates, and utilization rates for each of the
immigration benefits services it provides.
Completion rates are based on the number
of hours it takes to fully process a specific
application. The more time spent adjudicating

a request, the higher the fee that USCIS can
charge to recover the cost of processing it.
Procedural requirements
The agency’s fee-for-service funding
model requires it to comply with the Administrative Procedure Act’s (APA) rule making
procedures to adjust the amounts of the fees.
This includes extensive fact gathering, analysis, negotiations, and navigating through
multiple reviews conducted by various offices in USCIS, DHS, and OMB. Then it must
provide notice and a meaningful opportunity
for the public to offer comments on proposed
fee changes. When the public comment period closes, the agency must consider and draft
responses to the unique comments.
Then, except for the initial fact-gathering
phase, the review process is repeated, with the
final rule similarly requiring the USCIS director, DHS, and OMB to review and approve it.
This takes a long time.
It took approximately two and a half years
to move the Aug. 3, 2020, rule through the
entire process, from the initial fact-gathering to publication of the final version in the
Federal Register.
By the time USCIS issued that final rule,
the data on which it was based was outdated.
What’s more, the backlog is not considered. USCIS staffing models reflect the cost

of adjudicating future benefit applications.
They do not include the costs of the additional
staffing and associated resources the agency
needs to reduce its backlogs, or its pending
caseload.
USCIS’s almost exclusive reliance on
a fee-for-service funding model has left it
chronically underfunded and unable to keep
up with its caseload.
Conclusions
The Ombudsman says USCIS should:
—Re-engineer the agency’s biennial fee
review process and associated staffing models to ensure that they proactively project the
amounts needed to meet targeted processing
time goals for future processing and backlog
adjudications;
—Seek public appropriations to cover
the cost of delivering humanitarian-based
immigration benefits;
—Consider seeking congressional authority to establish a new financing stream
through the Federal Financing Bank or
through some other mechanism to provide
funds as needed at its discretion;
—Request annual appropriations specifically earmarked for eliminating backlogs;
and
—Resume the use of its authority to adjust
(See Rappaport, Page 15)

have been delivered by a conservative Republican governor any time over the last 30 years.
To oversimplify, the governor’s most
controversial initiatives can be thrown in a
couple of different buckets. One has to do
with his calling card, his response to Covid.
Here he insisted that a balance must be
struck between public-health measures and
other goods, including economic activity and
in-person schooling. Almost everything he
did attempted to vindicate individual choice,
whether to keep a business open, wear a
mask, or get a vaccine.
It can be argued, as the governor’s detractors do, that he didn’t get the balance right and
that he should have given school districts and
businesses more latitude to decide whether
and how to impose mandates. His program
was hardly authoritarian or irrational, though.
Its watchword was freedom, and it reflected
a different interpretation of the facts and
science than prevailed in the conventional
wisdom in the Blue States.
Another area is pushback against “woke”
instruction and training in public schools
and universities. Some of this has been challenged on free-speech grounds, but broadly
speaking, the government should be able to
set the rules for government institutions and
the intended target of the bills is progressive
excesses hardly central to a sound education.
Then there are measures regarding voting
and elections. DeSantis signed into law redrawn congressional districts highly favorable to Florida’s Republicans. Gerrymandering is nothing new, of course, and isn’t unique
to Florida. He also signed a bill making it
harder for felons to vote — they have to pay

outstanding fines and fees first — despite the
passage of a voter initiative in 2018 restoring
felon voting rights. Given that serious criminals haven’t been able to vote in Florida since
it’s been a state, the bill, whatever its merits,
isn’t a radical departure. Finally, he signed
into law an election bill broadly similar in
outline to a Texas election bill that has had
no discernible effect on overall turnout in the
Texas primaries.
Even if you take the dimmest possible
view of all this, it makes DeSantis a sharp-elbowed partisan rather than a clear and present
danger to American democracy, and none of it
is remotely comparable to what Trump tried
to do after the 2020 election.
The move to strip Disney of its special tax
status after it criticized one of the education
bills is more problematic, a clear instance of
retaliation for unwelcome public advocacy.
As a “woke” corporation enjoying a special favor from the government of Florida,
though, Disney made for a uniquely enticing
target for lawmakers hoping to send a signal
that companies should stick to their knitting.
DeSantis may be Trumpy in notable respects, but, importantly, he doesn’t exhibit
any of Trump’s character flaws.
He is tough on reporters, but he hasn’t
engaged in any taunting or gratuitous insults.
He is a sharp political player, which isn’t
unusual of powerful governors, but isn’t
fundamentally driven by personal vendettas.
He hasn’t governed via tweet, with seatof-the-pants edicts quickly reversed or forgotten when he’s talked out of them.
He is a voracious consumer of information
and isn’t prone to ill-informed riffs.
He hasn’t shown a chronic inability to
distinguish between his personal interest and
the public interest.
He pays close attention to his voters, but
is willing to pursue policies that aren’t driven
by his base, such as higher teacher pay and
robust environmental protection.
And, of course, he has never once lost an
election to Joe Biden, and cast about for any
reason to deny the result out of ego and pique.
In all the ways that should matter, in short,
DeSantis is better than Trump, and compared
to the former president, he is reassuringly
normal. In a better world, this would win
him some grudging praise from unexpected
quarters. Instead, because he’s a conservative Republican with some chance to be his
party’s presidential nominee, he is ipso facto
considered a threat to the republic.
Rich Lowry is editor of National Review
and a contributing editor with Politico
Magazine.

Liberals should welcome Ron DeSantis’ rise

By Rich Lowry
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis hasn’t even
won a second term yet, let alone announced
for president, and he’s already emerging as
the most dangerous Republican in America.
That takes some doing given the continued intense focus on Donald Trump and
the five-alarm-fire that he represents for the
American system of government, according
to his critics.
Yet there’s now a cottage industry arguing
that Trump is child’s play compared to the
dire and growing threat from Tallahassee.
Joining the chorus, Max Boot just wrote
a column for the Washington Post warning,
“DeSantis is smarter than Trump. That may
make him more of a threat.”
MSNBC has already run two different
opinion pieces titled “Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis is a far more dangerous politician than
Donald Trump,” and “Why Ron DeSantis is
More Dangerous than Trump.”
A report from the website Insider ran
under the ungainly headline, “DeSantis is a
‘very dangerous individual’ because he has
‘already absorbed all the lessons of Trump’
but doesn’t have any of the baggage, an expert on fascism argues.”
In a dark, monitory profile of DeSantis
a few months ago, Jonathan Chait of New
York Magazine wrote, “Just imagine what a
Trumpified party no longer led by an erratic,
deeply unpopular cable-news binge-watcher
would be capable of.”
Yes, we’ll all look back on the good old
days when a major political party was led
by a figure obsessed with the presidential
election he lost and tried to overturn rather
than by (should the passing of the torch actually happen) a competent, popular Sunbelt
governor who has never schemed to reverse
the outcome of an election, and presumably
never will.
The DeSantis-hating opponents of Trump
are effectively saying, “Sure, Donald Trump
led an insurrection and represents an ongoing
threat to American democracy, but hey, that
other guy refused to let schools impose mask
mandates on kids — he’s much worse.”
Progressives have to decide two things.
One is if they really want Trump gone, or if
they want him as a foil for the duration.
If it is the former, they should welcome
DeSantis as a potential vehicle for ending
what they believe is the ongoing state of political emergency represented by Trump. If it
is the latter, DeSantis could spoil everything.
The second is whether they consider
Trump-led efforts to undermine the 2020
election the chief threat to our system, or

whether they consider populist-inflected
conservatism itself the threat.
Again, if it is the former, DeSantis is the
way out of the purported crisis. If it is the
latter, DeSantis is indeed a bigger threat than
Trump, since he’d have a better chance of
winning a 2024 race and a much better chance
of governing effectively.
By any reasonable standard, DeSantis’
supposed sins are peccadilloes compared to
those of Trump.
Trump tried to bully his vice president
into changing or blocking the counting of the
electoral votes and then sat contentedly as a
braying mob targeted him; DeSantis ended
Florida’s Covid strictures earlier than most
other states.
Trump may or may not have lunged at
the steering wheel of his SUV as it took him
back to the White House on Jan. 6 instead of
to the U.S. Capitol; DeSantis signed a bill to
prevent kids from being taught about sexual
orientation and gender identity in public
schools in grades K-3.
Trump has continued to promote conspiracy theories about the 2020 election and
endorse candidates who believe or pretend to
believe in them; DeSantis criticized Anthony
Fauci.
There is no doubt that DeSantis reflects a
new more Trumpian Republican Party, in his
combativeness with the press, in his emphasis
on cultural issues, in his willingness to use
government power in the culture war, and in
his ability to appeal to Trump voters.
Still, there is nothing aberrant about
DeSantis. His state-of-the-state address this
year, with freedom as its central theme, could
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Punishment of Border Patrol agents is
about protecting a president, not migrants

By Jonathan Turley
President Eisenhower once said
that “The search for a scapegoat
is the easiest of all hunting expeditions.” When it comes to subordinates, that can become a virtual
canned hunt for a president. Worse
yet, presidents often use other subordinates to pull the trigger.
That is what happened this week
when President Biden bagged four
Border Patrol agents in one of the
most cowardly canned hunts in
political history.
After almost a year of investigation, the Biden administration
announced the agents would be
punished even though investigators found no evidence that they
whipped migrants, as Biden and
many other politicians and pundits
insisted. Since the president declared — before an investigation
had begun — that the agents would
have to be punished, the agents had
to be found guilty of something. So,
they were reprimanded for “unprofessional conduct,” working in an
unsafe manner” and “derogatory
language.”
Make no mistake: This is not
about protecting migrants. It is
about protecting a president.
The verdict on these agents was
decided ten months ago, after the
media went into a frenzy over a
false story accusing mounted officers of whipping undocumented
migrants near Del Rio, Texas, on
Sept. 19.
A photographer captured the
scene, which showed agents using
bridle reins to guide their skittish
horses. The entire videotape clearly
shows the agents using the reins on
their mounts, not on the migrants.
Not only did the photographer
quickly deny seeing any officers
whip migrants, the videotape clearly refuted that allegation. However,
for many in politics and the media it
did not matter because it played into
a racial-justice claim of the “whipping (of) Haitian asylum seekers.”
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi
(D-Calif.) condemned “the inappropriate use of what appear to be
whips by Border Patrol officers on
horseback to intimidate migrants.”
Senate Majority Leader Chuck
Schumer (D-N.Y.) decried “images
of inhumane treatment of Haitian
migrants by Border Patrol — including the use of whips.” Vice
President Kamala Harris emoted
on “The View” about how the brutality “invoked images of some of
the worst moments of our history,
where that kind of behavior has
been used against the Indigenous
people of our country, it has been
used against African Americans
during times of slavery.” Reps.
Maxine Waters (D-Calif.) and
Ayanna Pressley (D-Mass.) described the incident as “worse than
what we witnessed in slavery“ and
“white supremacist behavior.”

Rappaport

(Continued from Page 14)
fees annually on the basis of the
salary/inflation factor calculated by
OMB under Circular A-76.
These recommendations would
improve USCIS’s funding system,
but it would make more sense to
fund the agency with congressional
appropriations instead of trying
to make its application-fee-based
system work.
That said, the people who use
USCIS’s services should continue
to contribute to the cost of providing them by paying application
fees.
Also, I don’t think USCIS should
have to go through a time-consuming labyrinth of procedural steps
to justify fee increases. It would
make more sense to make annual
fee adjustments on the basis of the
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics‘
Consumer Price Index.
*****
Nolan Rappaport was detailed
to the House Judiciary Committee
as an Executive Branch Immigration Law Expert for three years.
He subsequently served as an
immigration counsel for the Subcommittee on Immigration, Border
Security and Claims for four years.
Prior to working on the Judiciary
Committee, he wrote decisions
for the Board of Immigration
Appeals for 20 years. Follow him
at https://www.blogger.com/blog/
posts/2306123393080132994

President Biden rushed to express his own revulsion and rage,
too: “It was horrible what — to
see, as you saw — to see people
treated like they did: horses nearly
running them over and people being
strapped. It’s outrageous. I promise
you, those people will pay.”
At the time, some of us objected
that the president had, once again,
declared the guilt of accused persons without evidence or investigation. The possible innocence of
these officers simply did not matter
to the president or to many in the
press.
Despite being tasked with an investigation, Department of Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro
Mayorkas joined the condemnations of the agents, saying that their
conduct “defies all of the values that
we seek to instill in our people.” He
then promised swift justice with an
investigation that would take “days,
not weeks” — yet the investigation
dragged on for months.

The reason was obvious. Within hours, the issue was no longer whether the agents whipped
migrants. The issue was that the
president wrongly claimed they
whipped the migrants and would
be punished.
Even some in the media admitted that the story was false, but
President Biden never apologized
for his false accusation. The innocence of the agents simply did not
matter.
In a column last year, I explained
what was likely to happen. First,
the administration would bury the
investigation “to wait for public
attention to wane.” Then it would
issue a long-delayed report and protect the president “by changing the
question. For example, what began
as an investigation into whether
agents used reins to whip migrants
might be converted into a long investigation into the use of horses in
crowd control operations.”
And that is precisely what has

happened. After almost a year, the
agents will face relatively light
punishment — two weeks without
pay — for such transgressions as
speaking in a threatening matter
or managing a horse too close to
a child.
This small detachment of
mounted border officers was ordered to the river’s edge to prevent
a huge body of migrants from
crossing. In previous legal cases, I
have deposed mounted officers involved in crowd-control operations.
Since horses are commonly used
to control crowds, such moments
are routine. That does not excuse
threatening language or careless
maneuvers — but such instances
generally result in verbal reprimands at the scene or, occasionally,
formal discipline within weeks of
the operation. They do not involve
multi-agency efforts and almost a
year of investigation.
Moreover, these circumstances
were known within days of the Del

Rio incident. Yet the Biden administration waited until a Friday afternoon ten months later to release its
findings. Notably, at no point did
it clear the agents of allegations of
being racists who whipped Black
migrants, despite that fact that
Customs and Border Protection
Commissioner Chris Magnus said
there was “no evidence Border
Patrol agents involved in this incident struck anyone with their reins
intentionally or otherwise.”
From beginning to end, these
agents have been treated as props
for the president and his administration. They were first used as
embodiments of alleged systemic
racism in law enforcement; they
were then used as scapegoats to
fulfill the president’s promise that
“those people will pay.”
Most Americans would be appalled by this treatment, but few
have seen the full story. It is doubtful they will, either, because much
of the media was complicit with the
president in the original false story
and may be reluctant to fully correct
the record now.
At the start of his administration,
President Biden proclaimed that
“the most difficult but important
step [for a free nation] is burying
the legacy of tyranny” and ensuring “a government and institutions
that abide by the rule of law. Every
country faces challenges to the rule
of law, including my own.” What
few of us expected was that Biden
himself would become one of those
most persistent challenges.
*****
Jonathan Turley is the Shapiro
Professor of Public Interest Law
at George Washington University.
Follow him on Twitter @JonathanTurley.
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A government big enough to give you everything you want, is strong enough to take everything you have. — Thomas Jefferson

Our Point of View

Joe Biden forcing
taxpayers to pay for
terrorist sex change

Guest editorial by Frank Holmes
With inflation breaking 41-year highs and gas prices
soaring, the Biden administration is forcing squeezed
taxpayers to foot the bill for a convicted terrorist’s
sex-change operation.
The inmate in question was once named Kenneth
R. West, a person that has spent virtually every day
of his adult life in prison thanks to a string of terrorist
threats and actions.
In 1994, he sent death threats to federal judges. He
got a second prison sentence after he put white powder
into a letter and mailed it to the British Commonwealth
and Foreign Office, telling them it was anthrax.
“I hope to see to it you people die a slow and painful
death!!!” he wrote in 2002. “This anthrax is very lethal
and deadly!!!!” While the powder was not anthrax, it
came during a time when numerous people received
such letters connected to the War on Terror.
“Soon after the terrorist attacks of 9/11, letters laced
with anthrax began appearing in the U.S. mail,” the
FBI reports. “Five Americans were killed and 17 were
sickened in what became the worst biological attacks
in U.S. history.” The letters understandably terrified
British officials. West pleaded guilty to the crime in
2005.
After a few years, West decided he would prefer to
live inside a women’s prison… as a woman.
The career criminal requested a transfer to a female
penitentiary in 2015, and the government gave him the
green light to begin the one-year process that would
let him enter a jail of the opposite sex.
That meant bouts of hormone therapy — but surgery
is not always necessary for a biological man to be
housed in a women’s prison. The results are clear, as
multiple women report being raped by “transgender”
inmates who identify as women. For instance, in April
a transgender inmate at Rikers prison got sentenced to
seven more years in prison for raping a female inmate.
Incredibly, the U.S. Bureau of Prisons said it isn’t
against West receiving the surgery—but they always
wanted him to spend a year inside a women’s prison
first. So West, who changed his name to Cristina Iglesias, began claiming he has always felt like a woman
in his mind.
The ACLU took his case to court, saying that West’s
penis puts his life in danger. The group’s lawsuit said
West’s male “genitalia feel like an abnormal and
life-threatening growth on (his) body, like a malignant
tumor from cancer that needs to be removed.”
West, who is set to be released this December, is no
longer able to live surrounded by captive women, so
now he wants to hurry up and get the surgery while
taxpayers still have to pay for it.
A federal judicial activist has endorsed the ACLU’s
argument and insisted that a taxpayer-funded gender
transition surgery is an inalienable right granted to
this terrorist by the U.S. Constitution.
The judge also showed unbelievable sympathy for
the terrorist. “Iglesias suffers daily,” wrote U.S. District Court Chief Judge Nancy J. Rosenstengel, who
was appointed to the court by Barack Obama.
The taxpayer is now on the hook for the full price
of the surgery—which, like gas prices, is rising all
the time.
“Cost estimates for the surgery itself vary widely.
Some hospital estimates reach six figures, while the
Philadelphia Center for Transgender Surgery pegs
the figure at about $25,000,” reported the Washington
Free Beacon.
“Pricey quality-of-life care is required for years
after the surgery, running about $40,000 annually in
the first five years, according to a 2015 study from the
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health.”
Thanks to the Biden administration’s prison bureau
and an Obama-appointed judge, you’re on the hook
for every cent.
*****
Frank Holmes is a veteran journalist and an outspoken conservative that talks about the news that
was in his weekly article, “On The Holmes Front.”

GOP Hispanic women
have come a long way

By Perly Viasmensky
Mayra Flores — the first Mexican-born woman
to serve in Congress — she was born in Tamaulipas,
Mexico. Her family moved to the United States before
she gained citizenship at age 14.
A special election in Texas’s 34th congressional
district was held and the young Republican Flores
defeated Democrat Dan Sanchez.
Monica De La Cruz — a Republican, is running for
election to the U.S. House to represent Texas’s 15th
Congressional District.
Cassandra (Cassy) Garcia served as a regional field
representative for the Texas Commissioner of Agriculture, serving as a liaison to the agriculture business and
economic development organization at local, state, and
federal levels of government.
Most recently, she served as U.S. Senator Ted Cruz’s
Deputy State Director. She is now the challenger for
Texas Congress District 28.
Yesli Vega — Military wife, mother, Law Enforcement Officer, and a Conservative Republican is running
for election to the U.S. House to represent Virginia’s
7th Congressional District.
Vega was born in Houston, Texas to Salvadoran
immigrants. She has dedicated her life to service in

three different Virginia law enforcement agencies.
Yesli Vega grew up in Virginia. She never imagined
a life in elected office, but when she saw her county
and now her country in trouble, she knew she had to
step up to the plate.
Definitively, Republican Hispanic women have
come a long way.
*****
“Abortion Boat” in the Gulf of Mexico
to bypass Southern bans
Apparently, we all have a loose screw. I read with
interest an article written by Michael Foust, a contributor with the Christian Headlines that a California
doctor is to launch an “Abortion Boat” in the Gulf of
Mexico to bypass Southern bans.
A California-based pro-choice organization says
it will sponsor a floating abortion clinic in the waters
off the coast of southern states in order to skirt bans
on the procedure.
The organization, known as “PRROWESS,” will
operate on a boat in the Gulf of Mexico and will serve
patients primarily from Mississippi, Alabama, Louisiana, Texas and other states along the southern coast.
The boat will be located in federal waters.
(See Viasmensky, Page 18)

ON A PERSONAL NOTE

It’s time to clear up the meaning of
words and the problems with the
“incorrect” use of those words

By Maramis
raise it as the child’s mother or give
As a writer, I have often written
it up for adoption or make some other
stories for my children and grandarrangements. But she will still be the
children, and didn’t withhold using
child’s biological mother.
words that they might never have
—Woman: an adult female human
heard before if the story called for
being
using those words. But in so doing, I
—Father: a man in relation to his
would also include a glossary to exchild or children.
plain the meaning of those words so it
—Man: an adult male human
would increase their word knowledge
being.
while helping them to understand the
Defining male or female:
meaning of the story.
When a human baby is born apIn today’s world, there are many
pearing to have female genitala, the
new meanings for words we thought
doctor who delivered the baby puts
MaraMiS CHouFani
were self-explanatory: words like mother, father, “female” on the birth certificate. And unless something
woman, man, etc. But also in today’s world, there are happens to make the doctor believe he/she made a
words that are used with connotations that take old mistake, that little child stays female.
And when a human baby is born having what defiwords to new levels. Maybe things happened too fast
nitely appears to be male genitalia, the doctor deliverfor many of us.
Perhaps we can start with the old fashioned mean- ing the baby puts “male” on the birth certificate. And
unless something happens to make the doctor believe
ings for the words I mentioned above.
—Mother: a woman in relation to her child or he/she made a mistake, that little child stays male.
And usually, in each case where a woman gets
children. When a woman gives birth to a child, she
automatically becomes a biological mother whether pregnant (there are exceptions), she got pregnant in the
she wants to be one or not. She can keep the child and
(See Maramis, Page 21)

Joe Biden was right: Expanding the
Supreme Court is a boneheaded idea

By Joe Concha
The demand has been a staple of media interviews
since the U.S. Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade
last week: Expand the Supreme Court!
Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.): “I believe we
need to get some confidence back in our court and
that means we need more justices on the United States
Supreme Court.”
Rep. Adam Schiff (D-Calif.): “We can expand
the court. Codify rights. And move America forward
again.”
Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-N.Y.): “Not only
should we look at expanding the Supreme Court, but I
think we need to acknowledge that the Supreme Court
of the United States has very few checks and balances.”
Sen. Ed Markey (D-Mass.): “Again, I ask my colleagues in the Senate what other judicial outrage must
we endure from the illegitimate, far-right majority
on the Supreme Court before we act? Fight back and

expand the Court now.”
So, what kind of expansion are we talking about?
Try moving from nine judges, which has been in place
for 150 years, to 13 judges. Why 13 judges? Because
if a Democratic president adds four justices, the 6-3
conservative-to-liberal balance of the court will likely
become a 7-6 advantage for the blue team.
But have Democrats really thought this thing
through? Because let’s say four justices are added
while Democrats control the House, Senate and White
House. What does anyone think would happen when
Republicans take back the House and likely the Senate
after the midterms? The GOP would likely expand the
13-seat court to 17 seats, thus reestablishing a threeseat majority with a 10-7 court. Perhaps down the road
Democrats will counter by expanding the court to 21
seats. And before you know it, the Supreme Court will
resemble an NFL roster.
(See Concha, Page 18)
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History behind the scenes with
Showtime’s “The First Lady”

By Mace Yampolsky
First Ladies and their teams
are often the vanguards of social
progress in this country, despite
no budget and no pay,” writes
Betty Ford (Michelle Pfeiffer) to
Michelle Obama (Viola Davis)
in the tenth and final episode of
Showtime’s The First Lady. The
sentiment serves as the thesis for
this anthology series from creator
Aaron Cooley and director Susanne
Bier.
Despite its singular title, The
First Lady follows three presidential spouses — Mrs. Obama, Mrs.
Ford, and Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt
(Gillian Anderson) — and multiple
administrations into each hour-long
episode. The series introduces them
at pivotal moments in their husbands’ political career: FDR (Kiefer
Sutherland) falling ill with polio
and launching his NY gubernatorial
campaign in the 1920s; Gerald Ford
(Aaron Eckhart) being nominated
to replace Spiro Agnew as Vice
President in 1973; and Barack
Obama (O-T Fagbenle) arriving at
the White House with his wife and
young daughters in 2008.
I wasn’t alive during the Roosevelt administration. I’ve read US
and European history but I certainly
didn’t see the nuances or the backstories of events following the Roosevelts, as close to the royal family
as there could be in those days.
Eleanor Roosevelt was a force
to be reckoned with. She bore
Franklin five children, but was ill

Mace YaMPolSkY
equipped to stand by and let history
pass her by. She was an unofficial
advisor to FDR during his administration. She had her own radio
show and used it as a bully pulpit
for human rights and other issues
that she held dear.
In the series it depicts Eleanor
as being gay, before it was accepted
and trendy. Was she? I don’t know.
But the series certainly make the
case that she was. She had a longtime affair with a female that was a
white house correspondent — Lorena Hickok (Hick). She confronted
FDR’s infidelity and was planning
to divorce him.
FDR’s Mom stepped in and
decreed there would be no divorce.
She threatened to cut off both FDR
and Eleanor if they divorced. They
decided to stay together and as they
say, the rest is history. She flew to
Europe and acted as an ex-officio

ambassador for the United States
while Europe was in the beginning
stages of World War II. She was
more popular than FDR. After he
passed, Harry Truman made her the
first delegate to the newly formed
United Nations. Her fervor and
convictions never wavered.
This story was intertwined with
two other first ladies: Betty Ford
and Michelle Obama.
Betty Ford set the style for the
white house. She wanted transparency She was a gifted hostess. The
powers that be in the administration
tried to squash her. They did not
succeed. One battle that she lost
was Gerald Ford pardoning Nixon.
At that time, I didn’t agree. But
retrospectively, as Ford said, the
Nation needed to heal
She was blindsided; she did not
agree with the decision. She made
Gerry promise that they would
have no secrets between them.
She led the fight for ratification of
the U.S. equal rights amendment
with Female volunteers manning
phone banks from the White House.
Eventually the president forced her
to take her volunteers elsewhere. It
would be unseemly to have volunteers of such a divisive issue. In the
White House.
Then there were the issues of
her addiction and alcoholism,
which she denied for years. It all
started with a shoulder injury and
the painkillers that were prescribed.
Lots of her entertaining was punctuated by her constant drinking.

She eventually went to a facility,
kicking and screaming, where she
kicked the habit.
That was what inspired her to
start the Betty Ford Center (BFC)
for alcoholism and addition which
she founded in 1982. The BFC is
a non-profit, residential treatment
center for persons with substance
dependence in Rancho Mirage,
California. It offers inpatient,
outpatient, and residential day
treatment for alcohol and other
drug addictions, as well as prevention and education programs
for family and children. The Betty
Ford Center, which is adjacent to
Eisenhower Medical Center but is
under a separate license to practice,
has 100 inpatient beds available on
their campus and additional lodging
for 84 clients in the Residential Day
Treatment program.

The Betty Ford Center merged
with Hazelden Foundation on
February 10, 2014, to create the
Hazelden Betty Ford Foundation
(HBFF). This was her crowning
accomplishment. These days There
are 15 HBFF drug and alcohol rehab centers in the U.S.
The final third of the series
featured Michele Obama. She was
another force to be reckoned with.
Her tireless efforts was one of the
driving forces behind Obamacare. It
showed her humble beginnings and
how she became involved in access
to health care when her father was
afflicted with Multiple sclerosis and
the pitfalls of getting him treatment
at emergency rooms. She was outraged that it took forever for him to
be seen. She was informed that the
speed of being seen was dependent
(See Mace, Page 19)

Senators demand DOJ check Hunter
Biden’s alleged sex trafficking payments
By Bob Unruh
Two prominent senators who have investigated Hunter Biden’s various international
business schemes for months already now
are demanding that the Department of Justice
investigate whether he financed a “prostitution or human trafficking ring” that is tied
to Russia.
“What is the Justice Department trying to
hide from Congress and the American people?” asked Sens. Ron Johnson of Wisconsin
and Charles Grassley of Iowa in their new
letter to the DOJ.
“These findings of potentially criminal
behavior must be thoroughly investigated
by law enforcement entities according to
the highest ethical standards. Yet, due to
your agencies’ continued failure to provide
Congress with answers to its legitimate oversight questions, we have serious concerns
about your review of this matter as well as
the ongoing Hunter Biden criminal case.”
The letter was sent to Attorney General
Merrick Garland, FBI chief Chris Wray and
U.S. Attorney for Delaware David Weiss.

It’s already known that Hunter Biden is
under federal investigation, likely for taxes
but possibly for other issues like improperly
representing a foreign government, reports
have confirmed.
Now, Just the News explains more suspicions have come up because of Washington
Examiner reports that “Joe Biden may have
unwittingly financed Hunter Biden’s ‘par-

ticipation in an escort ring tied to Russia.’”
That was at a time when Joe Biden “committed to wiring Hunter Biden approximately
$100,000,” the letter said.
Just the News explained the senators’
concern includes questions “about ethical
conflicts of interest with some of the law enforcement officials involved in investigating
or supervising the Hunter Biden probe, which
began in late 2018 and is focused on issues
that include money laundering, unpaid taxes
and influence peddling.”
They point out they had written Weiss
about some concerns, without getting a
response. That concern was that one of the
DOJ executives had possible conflicts with
the Hunter Biden criminal case “in light of
his prior working relationship with Hunter
Biden’s criminal defense attorney.”
Just the News reported, “Johnson and
Grassley conducted an extensive investigation for years into Hunter Biden’s overseas
business dealings, concluding they posed
serious conflicts of interests and national
security concerns that potentially compro-

mised his father’s dealings with countries
like Russia, China and Ukraine.
“They also made public Suspicious
Activity Reports from banks to the government flagging certain Hunter Biden-tied
transactions for possible money laundering,
including to Russian and Ukrainian women
tied to a suspected sex trafficking operation.”
The senators want the letter recipients to
start answering questions including those
about whether the FBI is investigating Hunter
Biden “for criminal violations,” and if the
U.S. “briefed” Hunter Biden over his “close
financial associations with individuals linked
to the communist Chinese government and
other foreign governments.”
*****
Bob Unruh joined WND in 2006 after
nearly three decades with the Associated
Press, as well as several Upper Midwest
newspapers, where he covered everything
from legislative battles and sports to tornadoes and homicidal survivalists. He is also
a photographer whose scenic work has been
used commercially.

buried in its mission list, which includes plausible goals such as “improving coordination
among executive departments” and “increasing access to survivor-centered services.”
One worrisome item shows that some of
us are more equal than others in the Orwellian
world of the Biden administration. It calls
for “developing programs and policies to
address… disinformation campaigns targeting women and LGBTQI+ individuals who
are public and political figures, government
and civic leaders, activists, and journalists.”
This item leverages a salutary concern for
women and gender-nonconforming persons
to immunize certain “public and political

figures” — but not ordinary persons — from
criticism. Criticism of thee, but not of me.
The DHS defines “disinformation” as
“false information that is deliberately spread
with the intent to deceive or mislead.” We are
creating a task force that will decide which
attacks against its titular head, Kamala Harris, were meant to “deceive or mislead,” thus
potentially criminalizing criticism of the vice
president and other political leaders. Such a
move would be downright totalitarian.
The attempt to cast this task force as
addressing compelling concerns about the
safety of women and gender-nonconforming
minorities looks like a Trojan horse wheeled
out to revive DHS’s desire to conduct mass
surveillance and control online speech.
Mass surveillance and control of speech are
not acceptable responses to harassment and
abuse in real life. Why, then, is it acceptable online? Biden’s task force would turn
online speech into Orwellian “unspeech,”
something that looks like speech but doesn’t
deserve the free-speech protections of the
First Amendment.
The goals of the task force are to be at
least partially addressed by “enhancing and
expanding data collection” and developing
“a synopsis of key lessons from stakeholder
consultations.” Presumably, these “stake-

holders” will include online titans such as
Facebook and Twitter. The task force is to
periodically submit recommendations to the
president regarding “policies, regulatory
actions, and legislation on technology sector
accountability to address systemic harms to
people affected by online harassment and
abuse.”
The administration is trying its damnedest
to define online speech as a fundamentally
different kind of speech to control it. Given
how much of our lives are shifting into the
virtual realm, that should concern anyone.
We work online. We go to school online. We
visit with our families online. Controlling
online speech is no less totalitarian than
controlling speech in real life.
The Trojan Horse that is the Task Force to
Address Online Harassment and Abuse is an
attempt to realize an American Ministry of
Truth in increments, and its creation should
be as vehemently opposed as was the DGB.
*****
Abigail Devereaux is a research fellow
at the Institute for the Study of Economic
Growth at Wichita State University, where
she is also an assistant professor of economics. Roger Koppl is a professor of finance at
Syracuse University and the author of the
book ”Expert Failure.”

The Biden administration’s latest online
speech plan is as Orwellian as the last
By abigail Devereaux and Roger koppl
The Department of Homeland Security
seems bound and determined to create an
American Ministry of Truth.
Their first attempt was in April when they
announced the creation of a Disinformation
Governance Board (DGB). That effort was
mercifully “paused“ after a disastrous three
weeks in the press. Paused, but not forgotten.
A new effort by the Biden administration
is underway to resurrect the spirit of the
DGB in a piecemeal fashion and slip it right
through the front door. On June 16, the Biden
administration released a Memorandum on
the White House Task Force to Address Online Harassment and Abuse. The new task
force represents another partnership with
the Department of Homeland Security and
a dozen other departments.
Like harassment and abuse in real life,
online harassment and abuse is a significant
evil, far too common and more often experienced by women than men. It can damage
mental and physical health and is often a
crime punishable by fines or jail time. Unlike
how harassment and abuse are addressed in
real life, this new task force promotes mass
surveillance and control of online speech.
The task force’s mandate to conduct mass
surveillance and control of online speech is
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Liberals versus serviles: Reclaiming
the supremacy of the individual

By José Azel
More than one reader has denigrated my arguments on issues
such as the minimum wage, government regulations, or the reach
of government as “right-wing
political ideas.” That label shows
the philosophical incongruity of
the American political repertoire.
In our confused and inconsistent
political affiliations, we often advocate for greater personal freedoms
while at the same time supporting
a greater role for government in our
lives. We fail to understand that, by
definition, enlarged government
implies diminished freedoms.
The fundamental question in
political philosophy is based on
the proper relationship between
the state and individuals. What
should be the role of government
in our lives?
For some, the government must
play a broad and active role, using
its monopoly on coercive power to
achieve a more equal society. In our
American political classification,
that is the idea of the Left. For others, the role of government should
be subject to the Founding Fathers’
conceptualization of limited government, concerned primarily with
the protection of our lives, liberties,
and property. We identify those
ideas as the political Right.
On top of these caricatures of
our political spectrum we nonchalantly label the Left “liberal” and
the Right “conservative.” Those
nicknames are totally philosophically incoherent.
Liberalism has historically been
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associated with limited government
and the sovereign pre-eminence
of the individual, their freedoms
and rights. The term was coined
in the early 1800s in the Cortes of
Cádiz, Spain, where the so-called
Liberals introduced reforms that,
among other things, replaced feudal
privileges with freedom of contract,
recognized the rights of property
owners, such as they also favored
the emerging merchant middle
class, eliminating exclusive clauses
for the Church and the nobility.
In this way, Spanish liberalism
embodied the idea of limited government, a term that later became
the code word associated with the
philosophy of John Locke, Adam
Smith, and Thomas Jefferson.
In opposition to that, historical
conservatism maintains that it is the
society that precedes and takes precedence over the individual. Therefore, according to the conservative
view, power should be vested not in

individuals, but in institutions, with
the State (or Church) as the highest
of these. Historically, conservatism
has advocated more government, so
that it complements the imperfect
individual. In the Spanish Courts
those defenders of the power of
the State were called Serviles, they
represented the privileges of the socalled royalists and were in favor of
the absolute power of the monarch
Fernando VII.
Currently, in most of the world,
liberalism continues to defend the
supreme value of the individual,
while conservatism, that of the
State. Unfortunately, however, in
the United States the meaning of
liberalism has evolved over time
to mean something substantially
opposed to its historical roots.
According to the most frequent
usage, it is liberalism and the Left
that advocate a greater role for
government, and conservatism
and the Right that advocate limited
government.
In this political classification,
where do we place the Republicans
who are in favor of less state involvement in the economic sphere,
but at the same time consent to government control in social matters?
Are they liberal or conservative?
Or with what political stereotype
do we associate Democrats who
want government out of our private
lives (as it should be) but nonetheless vote for extensive government
regulation of business? What is
ultimately our party affiliation if
we are fiscally conservative and
socially liberal? In other words,

how can anyone want more and less
personal freedom at the same time?
It is one of the political axioms
that control over the use of language
and discourse allows control of the
discussion. Totalitarian rulers, like
Vladimir Lenin in Russia, Mao
Zedong in China, the Kim family
in North Korea, the Castro brothers
in Cuba, and others, understood
very well that the power to name
things was equivalent to the power
to create perceptions about things.
reality. Joseph Goebbels, Minister
of Propaganda in Nazi Germany,
who despised capitalism and the
Jews, used stereotypes with terrifying efficiency by continually
calling Jews materialistic and less
than human, all serving the horror
of the Holocaust.
Political labels are shorthand
expressions of political opinions.
Historically, true liberals — those
who have consistently supported
individual liberties, free markets,
and limited government — believe
that American liberals have stolen
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their identifying name in order to
manipulate and redefine political
language on their own terms. Frustrated by this misappropriation of
the name, liberals have sought to
reclaim their identity by retreating
to the rear, adopting terms such as
classical liberal, market liberal, or
libertarian.
A better strategy, however,
might be to go on a philosophical
and ideational offensive, reclaim
our historic right to liberal terminology, and mimicking the arrogant
attitude of American liberals, label
them accordingly, as the serviles.
*****
José Azel left Cuba in 1961 as a
13 year-old political exile in what
has been dubbed Operation Pedro
Pan — the largest unaccompanied
child refugee movement in the history of the Western Hemisphere.
He is currently dedicated to the indepth analyses of Cuba’s economic,
social and political state, with a
keen interest in post-Castro-Cuba
strategies.

Biden’s cheat sheet exposed
By Frank Holmes
If you want to know where Joe Biden’s
presidency is going, the writing is on the
wall — or maybe, on the cue cards.
President Biden opened fresh questions
about his mental acuity last week, as cameras
caught the 79-year-old president reviewing
cue cards that look like they were written for
a first grader.
Last Thursday, the president was supposed
to give detailed remarks on the complicated-sounding “Federal State Offshore Wind
Implementation Partnership.” But as he
turned over one of his cards to read the talking
points on the back, he exposed a cheat sheet
on the other side.
The “Sequence of Events” printed on the
back, and supposed to be seen by no one but
the president, sounds like a Dick and Jane
book:
—”YOU enter the Roosevelt Room and
say hello to participants.”
—”YOU take YOUR seat.”
—”Press enters.”
—”YOU give brief comment (2 minutes).”
—”Press departs.”
—”YOU ask Liz Shuler, President, AFLCIO, a question (NOTE: Liz is joining
virtually.) “
—”YOU thank participants.”
—”YOU depart.”
A lot of Americans who saw the cheat
sheet responded by saying: YOU got to be
kidding me!
“‘YOU inhale. YOU exhale. YOU inhale.
YOU exhale,’” wrote DailyWire.com founder Ben Shapiro.
“They literally have to write out every
basic instruction for Joe Biden,” wrote Outkick.com founder and radio talk show host
Travis Clay. ”Biden has dementia. It’s clear
to anyone with a functional brain.”
Even those who didn’t want to go so far
as to diagnose the president’s psychological

Concha

(Continued from Page 16)
Of course, very few journalists have bothered to present this scenario when lawmakers
make these kinds of declarations on television. Perhaps the performance theater, and
the prospect of going viral on social media,
is too tempting to interrupt.
This road has been traveled before when
Democrats controlled all of D.C., and it failed
spectacularly despite Democrats having far
greater majorities in the House and a popular
president.
The date was February 5, 1937, when
President Franklin D. Roosevelt introduced
his proposal to expand the Supreme Court.
The reasons are similar to those today’s
Democrats are talking about: Decisions by
the 1937 court, which was decidedly conservative and thereby rejected key components
of the New Deal, simply could not stand. So,
FDR decided the only way to get what he
wanted legislatively was to expand the court
to 15 justices.
“This plan of mine is not attacking of

state said the notes did not appear to be
written for a functional adult, much less the
president.
“Yes, everyone uses notes sometimes.
But these notes were something else,” wrote
Nick Arama at RedState.com. ”They were
a list — made up by someone else — that
told him what to do, that treated him like a
five-year-old child, directing him how to act
during an event—even when to sit.”
“This isn’t about a stutter, people. These
are instructions to the incoherent,” he wrote.
This isn’t the first time Biden has been
caught using a cheat sheet to help jog his
memory, but the instructions have gotten
progressively worse — showing staffers
trust Biden to do less and less every time
he’s in public.
Last March, photographers caught Biden
leafing through an enormous, fold-out cheat
sheet that had the names of reporters, next to
their pictures, with the ones he was supposed
to call on circled.
When Biden visited Louisiana to survey
damage from Hurricane Ida six months later,
reporters snapped a picture of Biden with

the court; it seeks to restore the court to its
rightful and historic place in our system of
constitutional government and to have it
resume its high task of building anew on
the Constitution ‘a system of living law.’
The court itself can best undo what the court

another cheat sheet.
This one had the names and faces of local
officials—something that’s not that unusual,
unless you need them everywhere you go.
But letting Biden call on reporters, or talk
to local officials, proved too dangerous.
This March, Biden accidentally revealed
that his staff wrote out a set of “Tough Putin Q&A Talking Points” — super-short,
one-sentence answers for the “commander-in-chief” to deflect questions about a
major foreign policy gaffe: his statement that
Russian President Vladimir Putin “cannot
remain in power.”
Now, White House staffers don’t even
trust the president to read one-sentence

answers. The notes tell him how to enter a
room, script out every word of his two-minute
response, and then tell him how to leave.
Staffers may have told Biden that the
president of the AFL-CIO “is joining virtually” so he won’t get confused looking
for her — the way he appeared confused in
April, when he tried two shake hands with
nobody, twice. That was about the same time
a staffer dressed as the Easter Bunny had to
shoo Biden away from the media by himself.
“Can Joe Biden do anything without a
cheat sheet?” asked Fox News personality
Lisa Boothe last fall.
It turns out lots of Americans are asking
the same question. In March, only 23 percent
of voters said they strongly believe Biden is
mentally stable, while 34 percent strongly
believe he’s mentally unfit for office. Things
have only gone downhill since then. A majority of registered voters — 53 percent — said
they question Biden’s mental state, and 62
percent say they think Biden might be too
old in a Harvard-Harris poll taken in May.
“It’s abundantly clear he’s not operating
on full cylinders. He should be in retirement,
not leading a country,” said Booth. “It’s time
we start talking about it more. Everyone
sees it.”
At least, everyone who has read all the
cheat sheets sees it.
Frank Holmes is a veteran journalist and
an outspoken conservative that talks about
the news that was in his weekly article, “On
The Holmes Front.”

(Continued from Page 16)
Meg Autry, an OB-GYN in San Francisco,
told NBC Bay area she hopes to raise $20
million for the clinic.
“The project is being funded with philanthropy, and the patient’s care is on a needs
basis, so most individuals will pay little to
nothing for services,” Autry said.

Yea, right! little to nothing for services…
I am willing to bet that they are seeing $
signs already!
Perly Viasmensky is the General Manager
of the Las Vegas Tribune. She writes a weekly
column in this newspaper. To contact Perly
Viasmensky, email her at pviasmensky@
lasvegastribune.com.

has done,” Roosevelt said during one of his
famous fireside chats. Roosevelt also claimed
the court needed to be expanded to handle
big case loads.
A law called the Judicial Procedures
Reform Bill of 1937 was proposed under
this guise: For every justice over 70 years
of age, the sitting president could appoint an
additional justice. This gambit would allow
for six additional justices to be appointed by
Roosevelt, who would face almost no resistance in the Democratic Senate.
But the president’s own party faced
intense pressure from the public to reject
the plan. The Supreme Court was seen as
hallowed ground not to tinkered with by one
man for obvious political gain. And in the
end, the Senate easily rejected the Judicial
Procedures Reform Bill by a vote of 70-22.
Today, President Biden deserves credit for
his long opposition to expanding the court.
“It was a bonehead idea,” Biden said as
a senator in 1983. “It was a terrible, terrible
mistake to make. And it put in question, for

an entire decade, the independence of the
most significant body — including the Congress included in my view — in this country,
the Supreme Court of the United States of
America.”
White House press secretary Karine
Jean-Pierre echoed that perspective on the
president’s behalf earlier this week.
“I was asked this question yesterday, and
I’ve been asked it before — and I think the
president himself … about expanding the
Court. That is something that the president
does not agree with. That is not something
that he wants to do,” Jean-Pierre told reporters on Air Force One.
Expanding the Supreme Court was a bad
idea in 1937 and 1983, and it’s a bad idea
now. But Democrats know their power is
about to go away after the next midterm
elections and are throwing a Hail Mary that
will not see the end zone.
*****
Joe Concha is a media and politics columnist.
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The debt ceiling strategy is no
excuse to go nuclear on the filibuster
By Michael Thorning
Pressure to “nuke” the Senate filibuster
is rising among Democrats as they seek to
legislate new policy on such divisive issues
as voting, guns and abortion. Last week, even
President Joe Biden joined the chorus calling
for a “carve-out“ in Senate rules to codify
now-defunct Roe v. Wade protections. One
argument put forth by party activists, writers and even Hillary Clinton points to their
success in raising the debt limit in December
2021 as a precedent.
But the debt limit isn’t an accurate analogy. In fact, through the multi-stage process
that the Senate pursued to raise the debt limit,
Democrats needed to muster a supermajority
of 60 votes. Consequently, the debt limit
deliberations of several months ago provide
no justification for weakening the filibuster.
In December, the federal government
faced the prospect of defaulting on its debt
if policymakers did not raise the nation’s
debt limit. Without a debt limit increase, the
government would have lacked the means
to pay its bills.
At the time, Republicans said that while
they didn’t want to see a default, they also
did not want to lend their votes to raise the

debt limit. They wanted Democrats to be
“held accountable” for the need to raise it in
the first place.
Despite popular belief to the contrary, the
Senate does not require 60 votes to pass a bill
in most circumstances. It requires a simple
majority in the 100-member body. Before
taking a vote, however, the Senate must secure either the unanimous consent of all 100
members or, short of that, the support of 60
members to end a filibuster.
With their bare majority in the chamber,
Senate Democrats could raise the debt without any Republican help. They could not,

however, muster the 60 votes to end a filibuster of such a measure. With neither party
seeking a default, Senate leaders decided
that rather than ask Republican senators to
vote on raising the debt limit, they would
add a provision to an unrelated measure that
created an expedited process for passing the
debt limit increase. This would limit debate
and prohibit other delaying tactics, effectively
making a filibuster impossible.
The Senate still needed to overcome a
filibuster on the unrelated measure, which
it did with 64 votes. A week later, with the
expedited process in place, the Senate voted
to raise the debt limit on a 50-49 vote.
As a general matter, the Senate has created
numerous exceptions (or “carve-outs”) to the
filibuster over the last century, enabling certain policy measures to advance more easily.
In fact, according to Brookings Institution
scholar Molly Reynolds’s book, “Exceptions
to the Rule: The Politics of Filibuster Limitations in the U.S. Senate,” senators have
proposed more than 1,000 exceptions and the
Senate has created more than 160 of them.
One well-known exception involves the
federal budget process. The Congressional
Budget Act limits the time for debate on a

budget resolution and it limits the ability of
senators to filibuster related budget reconciliation bills. Both parties have used those limits
on debate to enact significant policy changes
as part of budget reconciliation measures, including President Obama’s health care reform
and President Trump’s tax cuts.
In their recent calls for more exceptions to
the filibuster, Senate Democrats are seeking
something far different. Rather than secure a
permanent change in Senate rules or a statutory carve-out (as with the recent debt limit
increase) — both of which would require
supermajority support to put in place —
proponents want Democrats to “go nuclear”
by ignoring Senate rules and precedent and
insisting on ending a filibuster with a simple
majority vote. Their “carve-out” is the nuclear option by another name.
The nuclear option, as it’s known, has
a contentious history. Both parties have
threatened to use it and then, in fact, used it
to eliminate the filibustering of presidential
nominees. Each party screamed bloody
murder at the other’s transgressions, but each
party then committed the same transgression
to get its way.
(See Thorning, Page 21)

tools since time immemorial), although your
prosecutors and the hearing officer have
unrestricted access to those same secret
precedents.
If you lose, your appeal is decided by the
executive officers of the corporation — the
same ones who hand-picked the prosecutors
and hearing officer and who launched the
charges against you in the first place based on
secret communications with the prosecutors.
And as best you can tell from public sources,
no previous appeal has ever succeeded, although many provoked the officers to impose
harsher penalties than the hearing officer did.
Believe it or not, this modern version of
the Star Chamber already exists in the form
of the Public Company Accounting Oversight
Board (PCAOB) — often derided as “peekaboo” due to its acronym and infamous secrecy. Congress created the PCAOB 20 years
ago this month as part of the Sarbanes-Oxley

Act of 2002, and it has been controversial
ever since.
The board’s first chairman resigned within
a month of his appointment after reports that
the SEC was investigating a public company
for which he had served as audit committee
chairman. The Supreme Court ruled the entire
board unconstitutional for unrelated reasons
in 2010, but regrettably spared it from early
demise by redlining Sarbanes-Oxley to allow
the SEC to remove the board’s executive officers. The result? Nearly wholesale turnover
of board leadership after each of the last two
changes in political administrations.
Scandal erupted again in 2018 when rogue
PCAOB staffers leaked confidential board
inspection plans to a former colleague then
working for a prominent audit firm. More
recently, liberal lawmakers have criticized
the board as weak and ineffective, while
conservative lawmakers have introduced
legislation to fold it into the SEC to ensure
tighter supervision and accountability.
Originally intended to prevent market-rocking accounting scandals like Enron
and WorldCom, the PCAOB has instead
targeted most of its enforcement firepower
at small audit firms with limited resources
to fight back — often firms owned by foreigners or ethnic minorities. Many targeted
firms audit only a few tiny public companies
that typical retail investors have never even
heard of, much less invested in. Few board
investigations expose material accounting
misstatements or fraud, and fewer still involve investor losses.
Yet these investigations can drag on for
years in secrecy. Targeted auditors are com-

pelled to search for and turn over reams of
private documents under threat of debarment,
monetary penalties and potential criminal
prosecution for “noncooperation.” They
are also routinely interrogated under oath
for multiple days on end. The process is so
burdensome and expensive for small auditors
that most eventually settle or default rather
than resist, and many simply close up shop
altogether.
If all this weren’t bad enough, the
PCAOB’s home-court adjudication system
makes a mockery of due process for the
few who have the resources and fortitude
to defend themselves. Auditors who endure
the board’s years-long gauntlet can eventually appeal to the SEC and later to a federal
court, but very few can afford the odyssey.
In the board’s first 20 years, fewer than 10
have made it to the SEC and only two all
the way to federal court. Nearly all of the
hundreds of other board enforcement targets
have capitulated or defaulted at some point,
never having their cases decided by even a
hearing officer, much less the SEC or a court.
It’s no wonder that then-Judge Brett Kavanaugh, while serving on the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit,
described the PCAOB as an “unprecedented
extra-constitutional stew.” Congress should
rewrite this unsavory recipe before the courts
inevitably dump the entire crock.
*****
Russell G. Ryan, a former SEC and FINRA
enforcement attorney, is Senior Litigation
Counsel with the New Civil Liberties Alliance, which is currently defending clients in
nonpublic PCAOB enforcement proceedings.

‘Peekaboo prosecution’ turns 20

By Russell G. Ryan
Imagine a dystopian world where Congress empowers a private corporation to
secretly investigate and punish members
of a particular profession — say, auditors.
Think of a private version of the Securities
and Exchange Commission (SEC), but with
evergreen funding that never requires an appropriation from Congress and with lavishly
compensated personnel who are exempt from
laws designed to keep governmental regulators in check.
Imagine further that this private regulator’s investigative, prosecutorial and adjudicative activity is secretly performed by staff
employees with no meaningful supervision
by any government official appointed by the
president.
Finally, imagine being secretly prosecuted
by these nongovernmental enforcers. Your
case is then secretly decided by a “hearing
officer” who is a fellow company employee
of the prosecutors. There is no jury and not
even — as self-regulators like the Financial
Industry Regulatory Authority (FINRA)
routinely provide — a multi-member hearing panel that includes one or two of your
industry peers.
Although your accusers likely spent several years amassing their case against you, you
get only six months to prepare your defense,
and you can’t take depositions or obtain
other kinds of pre-hearing discovery that are
routinely available in court proceedings and
even SEC administrative proceedings.
You’re also denied access to prior decisions where others successfully defended
themselves (one of the most critical defense

Shinzo Abe’s legacy worthy of the highest honor

By Mark R. Kennedy
Shinzo Abe was a rare leader. As
the longest-serving prime minister
in Japan’s history, he was a great
leader of his nation. Abe was also
a true friend of America. He was
an ally to presidents of both parties
— to President Barack Obama and
President Donald Trump. These
three accolades — great leader of a
nation, friend to America, bipartisan
ally — apply to very few leaders
in modern history. The legacy Abe
leaves behind is worthy of being
honored.
Two accomplishments stand
out — one associated with each
of his presidential partners. At
the encouragement of President
Obama, Abe took the difficult step
of convincing Japan to join the
Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP). In
line with President Trump’s strong
focus on defense, Abe advocated
for Japan playing a greater role in
ensuring East Asian security.
After meeting with President
Obama in February of 2013, Prime
Minister Abe announced in March
that Japan would enter the TPP trade
talks. Previous administrations
were unable to muster the political
will to do so due to “the determined
opposition of the agricultural lobby
[and a] campaign to scare the Japanese public with alarmist charges

that the TPP would undermine Japan’s national health care system,
the safety of the food supply, and
would lead to massive immigration of unskilled foreign workers.”
Given such opposition, many
were particularly surprised Abe
advanced TPP just before summer
elections for the upper house of the
legislature. This was done at a time
when the party depended heavily
on the agricultural vote and almost
half of its members had joined an
anti-TPP caucus. How much better
our world would be today if more
political leaders had the courage
exhibited by Abe.
As I wrote in October 2015,
“Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe took a great risk to lead Japan
into entering the TPP … Approving the TPP would do more than

(Continued from Page 16)
on one’s insurance. She offered to
pay for improved access but the
was told “that’s not how it works.”
Multiple sclerosis (MS), also
known as encephalomyelitis disseminata, is the most common
demyelinating disease [8] in which
the insulating covers of nerve cells
in the brain and spinal cord are

damaged. This damage disrupts
the ability of parts of the nervous
system to transmit signals, resulting
in a range of signs and symptoms,
including physical, mental, and
sometimes psychiatric problems.
Michelle was no blushing flower. She was a Harvard educated
lawyer specializing in health care
issues. Her background proved in-

Mace

just boost the American economy.
It would also help Abe advance
reforms to revitalize Japan’s economy and make it an even stronger
partner. Rejecting it would undercut
a loyal friend.” The United States
pulling out of the TPP ranks among
the greatest wounds a nation has
ever inflicted upon itself in addition
to being an abandonment of an important ally. China has moved into
the void as a member of the
Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership and seeks to join the
Comprehensive and Progressive
Agreement for Trans-Pacific
Partnership (CPTPP), as America
watches others set the terms of
trade. It would be a fitting tribute
to Abe for the United States to take
this moment to join the CPTPP —
which he helped create — after our

withdrawal from the TPP.
It should not go unsaid that
Prime Minister Abe proposed the
Quadrilateral Security Dialogue,
or Quad, as a regional security
forum — comprising Australia,
India, Japan, and the United States
— back in 2007. After a decade of
inactivity, it became more active
in 2017, “owing largely to Abe’s
prodding and China’s growing
assertiveness.” Having just met on
May 22 in Tokyo with his alliance
counterparts — the second inperson meeting in less than a
year — President Joe Biden has
fully embraced the importance of
the Quad. Furthermore, Minister
Fumio Kishida’s recent introduction of a roadmap to increase
Japanese spending on defense from
1 percent of GDP to 2 percent of
GDP certainly continues the spirt
of Shinzo Abe.
During a recent visit to Japan, I
heard great concern about the nation being surrounded not just by a
more assertive China, but also Russia and North Korea. America can
honor Abe’s legacy by staying true
to its treaty obligations to Japan. At
the same time, Japan can honor his
legacy by embracing the plan Prime
Minister Kishida proposes.
As a six-year-old, I personally
felt the loss of an assassinated lead-

er, my namesake, President John
F. Kennedy. JFK’s legacy played
a great part in inspiring my public
service, as I went on to serve in
Congress and university leadership.
I hope Abe’s legacy will have the
same effect.
One of my former students from
Japan, Akiko Kawai, shared with
me how Abe’s championing Japan’s
leadership role in the world inspired
her. She said, “Japan was a closed
island. But he opened it. Abe’s leadership guided me to start Sakura
Cha Meet, my tea-diplomacy NGO,
as he showed me how important it
was for Japan to embrace its global
role.”
Let this moment not pass; instead, allow it to gain meaning
through America rejoining Japan in
defining the terms of Pacific trade,
while Japan leans into embracing
the expanded security role championed by Abe and by generations
of Japanese seeking to emulate his
brave leadership.
*****
Mark R. Kennedy is a global
fellow at the Wilson Center for
International Scholars, a U.S. Air
and Space Forces Civic Leader,
president emeritus of the University
of Colorado, and former U.S.
Representative (2001-07) from
Minnesota.

valuable in her fight for Obamacare.
Her autobiography, Becoming,
became a best seller. She served as
the First Lady of the United States
from 2009 to 2017. She was the first
African-American woman to serve
in this position. She helped create
the most welcoming and inclusive
White House in history while also
establishing herself as a powerful

advocate for women and girls in the
U.S. and around the world.
So what does it all mean? The
show illustrates the importance of
the role of the first lady, an unpaid
and undefined position in the guiding of history. This was a docudrama and poetic license was taken,
but it seemed pretty accurate to me.
Behind every great man is a great

woman and behind every great
woman is a great woman’s behind.
For more information regarding
Nevada laws, or if you feel your
rights have been violated, please
call Mace Yampolsky & Associates.
Call or text us at (702) 385-9777.
We are available 24/7 for emergencies. If you need help, CALL NOW
before it is too late. We can help!
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Canceling student debt for everyone
is bad policy and bad economics
By Sylvain Catherine
and Constantine Yannelis
Recent reports indicate that the Biden
administration is considering canceling
some student loan debt. At $1.7 trillion, the
amount of student debt is astronomical. This
is 30 times the entire budget of the U.S. Department of Education in 2022. Extravagant
spending warrants extraordinary scrutiny,
and such expensive policies demand a careful consideration of who benefits from this
spending, and what else could be done with
such a massive expenditure.
Our research shows that student loan
forgiveness primarily benefits affluent borrowers. Full cancelation would distribute
$192 billion to the top 20 percent of earners,
and only $29 billion to the bottom 20 percent
— meaning that for each dollar given to the
bottom fifth of earnings, more than $6 are
given to the top fifth of earners. Economists
overwhelmingly agree that student loan
forgiveness is a regressive policy that disproportionately benefits high earners.
The reasons for this are clear: Those who
go to college and acquire student debt earn
more than those who didn’t go to college, and
those who spend more years in college and
borrow for more years — such as doctors,
lawyers and Wall Street analysts — earn
more than those who spent fewer years, such
as dropouts and vocational degree holders.
This problem is well known to policymakers, so current loan forgiveness proposals
suggest two fixes. First, proposals suggest
capping forgiveness amounts at a certain
amount, such as $10,000, and second, plans
suggest capping incomes of borrowers eligible for forgiveness. But these schemes do
little to address the fact that the majority of
benefits will go to upper-income households.
Let’s dig into these proposed modifications to loan forgiveness. For the first proposal, capping forgiveness at $10,000, most
of the dollars from loan forgiveness go to

high-earners and will not benefit many lower-income borrowers with large loan balances. This is because lower-income borrowers
will already see forgiveness through existing
programs like income-driven repayment.
These income-linked plans tie a borrower’s payments to his or her income. Low-income borrowers pay little or nothing and see
forgiveness after a certain number of years.
The amount that would be forgiven under
existing income-driven repayment rules is
the one that immediate partial forgiveness
would cancel first.
For example, consider a low-income
borrower with $15,000 in debt who would
repay only half this amount under current
rules. Reducing this borrower’s balance by
$10,000 would translate to only $2,500 of
additional payment savings. That is because
the remaining $7,500 is redundant with existing programs. On the other hand, each dollar
of forgiveness going to high earners is taken
from debt they would have otherwise repaid.
The second proposal, capping incomes
of borrowers eligible for forgiveness, is also
highly regressive because it does not factor
in lifetime earnings — only earnings at the

point and time that the forgiveness kicks in.
On average, individuals earn more as they
age and this is particularly true in many professions that accrue high levels of debt, such
as the medical and legal professions. Medical
residents and law clerks would benefit from
loan forgiveness, despite earning tremendous amounts over their lives and in many
cases entering the top 1 percent of earners.
Moreover, many borrowers are still in school
or only worked for a portion of the tax year
and would receive forgiveness regardless of
the high salaries they can expect when they
graduate. Therefore, a future surgeon would
receive the same debt forgiveness as a future
public-school teacher, regardless of their
earning potential.
Can we design a system that provides
relief to low-income borrowers without
spending hundreds of billions on doctors,
lawyers and other high earners? It turns out
that such a system already exists through
income-driven repayment.
These plans link borrowers’ earnings to
their income. Borrowers who earn below
a certain level pay nothing. Borrowers also
pay less when they are younger and earn less

and pay more when they are older and their
incomes rise. In many ways, income-driven
plans are similar to a progressive tax system. One way of providing more relief to
low-income borrowers is simply to make
income-driven plans more generous, as the
Biden administration has begun doing. Relief
could also be given to borrowers through
reintroducing bankruptcy, administrative
discharge or expanding loan cancelation for
victims of predatory for-profit colleges.
In the long term, every dollar spent on
student loan forgiveness means that the government will need to either raise taxes by an
equivalent amount or cut funding from other
important government programs that many
poor families rely on. And there are many
other programs in strong need of funding.
For example, the Washington Center for
Equitable Growth estimates that spending
$200 billion could provide free high-quality
preschool to all three- and four-year-olds for
10 years. This is a small fraction of proposed
spending on loan forgiveness benefitting the
well-off, and research shows that early childhood education is among the most impactful
investment governments can make.
Student loan cancelation is a tremendously
expensive policy. It is undeniable that many
borrowers are sympathetic candidates for
relief. But we do not need to spend hundreds
of billions of dollars to target borrowers who
could enter the top 1 percent or 10 percent of
earners. We can target relief to the borrowers who need it the most, and instead spend
scarce funds on other vital programs like
early childhood education.
*****
Sylvain Catherine is an assistant professor of finance with the Wharton Business
School at the University of Pennsylvania.
Constantine Yannelis is an assistant professor of finance and FMC Faculty Scholar at
the University of Chicago Booth School of
Business.

In reality, this plan would cost the government far more than it would provide stimulus.
The Committee for a Responsible Federal
Budget conducted an analysis finding that for
every dollar the government would spend on
student loan forgiveness, as little as 3 cents
and at most 27 cents of economic activity
would be produced.
This reckless spending will inevitably
make inflation even worse than it already is.
The federal government is flooding the
economy with so much money that demand is
growing too fast for production to keep up. In
May, inflation hit another 40-year high at 8.6
percent. Inflation is now costing American
households an extra $460 a month.
Low-income households are disproportionately harmed by inflation. This is be-

cause low-income Americans spend a much
higher percentage of their income on basic
goods. Under high inflation, higher-income
households cut back on luxury goods, while
low-income households can’t cut out much of
their spending, as their spending is primarily
on necessities like housing and groceries.
High-income households can “stock up” on
these goods while prices are cheap.
Not only would this policy hurt low-income Americans by exacerbating inflation,
but it would also be fundamentally unfair to
them. Many low-income Americans do not
have significant student loan debt because
they decided not to go to college or took a
cheaper route via community college due to
the high cost of tuition.
Millions of Americans served in the
military to receive free education, worked
long hours to put themselves through school
instead of going into debt, or were proactive
in paying off their debt. All these sacrifices
were made by people who could only work
with the information they had: if they took out
loans, they would be held to their contractual
obligations.
Not only were these Americans deprived
of a certain amount of upward mobility that
comes with high education, but now they’re
being told that their sacrifices were futile.
Who benefits, then? Primarily, the elite.
The Brookings Institution described those
who would benefit most from student debt
forgiveness as “higher income, better educated, and more likely to be white.” The top

20 percent of households currently hold $3
in student loan debt for every $1 of debt held
by the bottom 20 percent of earners. About
75 percent of student loan repayments come
from the top 40 percent of earners.
Even after spending billions to cancel
debt and deeply harming the economy in the
process, this policy may actually worsen the
student loan crisis for future generations. For
starters, the primary driver of high tuition
prices has been the federal government’s
subsidization of college. If the government
decides to further subsidize education costs,
this will motivate colleges and universities to
charge students even more in tuition.
Further, canceling student debt will signal
to future borrowers that their debt, too, will
be canceled at some point. College students
will be incentivized to take on as much debt
as they wish, as they expect no consequences.
Existing borrowers with remaining balances may stop making payments in hopes
that more of their debt will be canceled in the
future. This would be radically unsustainable.
Americans are worried about how they’re
going to afford their next meal and transportation to and from work. A handout to
wealthy elites should be completely off the
table, especially when those handouts come
at the expense of those suffering under surging prices. This policy is a slap in the face to
working families.
*****
Isabelle Morales is policy communications specialist at Americans for Tax Reform.

again; 64 percent said Biden shouldn’t run.
Only 43 percent of his fellow Democrats
want Biden to run again. One factor clearly
is age. Biden will be 82 years old in 2024.
Trump will be 78. Either would be the oldest
president ever elected.
The result is a lot of whispering and
nudging in both parties about finding alternatives. The obvious alternatives would be
the candidates’ chosen vice presidents. But
Kamala Harris did not show much strength
when she ran for the Democratic nomination
in 2020. And her job ratings are no better
than Biden’s. On the Republican side, Mike

Pence has clearly been damaged by charges
of disloyalty to President Trump. Pence committed the unpardonable sin of abiding by his
constitutional obligation and presiding over
the certification of Biden’s victory.
Instead, Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis, a
culture war champion of the right, is becoming the leading alternative to Trump.
Interestingly, DeSantis has not asked for
Trump’s endorsement in his re-election
campaign for governor this year. And Trump
has questioned why DeSantis refuses to say
that he won’t challenge Trump for the 2024
GOP nomination. DeSantis is positioning
himself for 2024 as the non-Trump, not the
anti-Trump. He is raking in contributions
from Trump donors.
By refusing to acknowledge his defeat
in 2020, Trump is aiming to make 2024 a
rerun of the last election. That’s likely to
be a costly mistake. The 2020 election was
a referendum on President Trump. Trump’s
flaws of character were the main issue — his
coarseness, his abusiveness and especially his
divisiveness. Biden’s basic decency offered a
telling contrast. At least for Democrats, what
defines Biden’s legacy more than anything
else is his defeat of Trump in 2020.
Biden told ABC News in December, “Why
would I not run against Donald Trump if he
were the [Republican] nominee? That would
(See Schneider, Page 21)

Biden’s plan to cancel student debt will
send inflation skyrocketing even higher
By Isabelle Morales
The Biden administration may soon decide to cancel $10,000 in student loan debt
for borrowers.
This proposal is another sign that the
administration is deeply out of touch. It is
an unfair handout that would cost an immense amount of money, drive inflation,
and benefit affluent elites over low- and
middle-class families. The American people
need relief, not policies that will worsen
their already-abysmal conditions to line the
pockets of the liberal elite.
The existing Biden administration moratorium on student loan repayments, which
has been extended numerous times, has already cost taxpayers $130 billion. Canceling
$10,000 in debt for each borrower would cost
a whopping $373 billion.
The national debt and federal spending
are already out of control. In 2020, the U.S.
government spent over $6 trillion, while in
2021, the U.S. spent $6.82 trillion, or 30
percent of the economy. The U.S. now holds
about $243,000 of debt per taxpayer and the
Congressional Budget Office projects that
U.S. interest costs will triple within the next
decade, accounting for 12 percent of the
entire federal budget.
In 2021, U.S. interest payments on its debt
alone cost roughly $2,600 per household.
Democrats argue that the massive cost of
canceling student loan debt doesn’t matter
because it would stimulate the economy by
giving borrowers more money to spend.

Will we be able to avoid a re-run of 2020?
By Bill Schneider
2024 is likely to be an extremely unusual
presidential campaign. The two frontrunners
for their parties’ nominations, Joe Biden
and Donald Trump, are the most unpopular
figures in American politics. In the June
YouGov-Yahoo News poll, 53 percent of
voters said they have an unfavorable opinion
of Biden. And Trump? Exactly the same: 53
percent unfavorable. In trial heats for the
2024 election, the two have been running
neck-and-neck all year; as of mid-June, Biden
averages 42.8 percent support and Trump
42.4 percent.
Several wild-card issues could have
unpredictable consequences. The Supreme
Court decision striking down Roe v. Wade
may rally progressive voters. You can’t take
away rights that Americans have had for 50
years without provoking a backlash. The
three justices nominated by President Trump
created the anti-Roe majority.
The gun safety measure passed by Congress and signed into law by President Biden
may provoke a backlash among Second
Amendment activists. Republican House
members voted 193 to 14 against it. It’s a
far weaker measure then Democrats wanted,
but pro-gun activists are super sensitive to
anything that threatens their gun rights.
Then there’s the possibility of a criminal
indictment of Trump for his role in the Jan. 6,

2021, insurrection. The evidence is mounting
that Trump knew, or should have known, that
the 2020 election was not rigged or stolen;
nevertheless, he and his allies actively sought
to disrupt a constitutional process. Attorney
General Merrick Garland could appoint a
special prosecutor to pursue criminal charges
against Trump, a process that could take two
years and blow the 2024 presidential campaign wide open.
A majority of Americans don’t want to
see either Biden or Trump run for president
again. In the YouGov-Yahoo poll, 55 percent
of voters said they don’t want Trump to run
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Rage has limits as a rhetorical strategy
By Jeffrey M. McCall
Rage has emerged as the preferred rhetorical lever in America’s
cultural and political arguments.
Political activists now use rage as
a tactic to lure followers onto the
bandwagon of whatever cause can
be exploited to advance an agenda
or accumulate power. Activating the
masses by telling them how angry
they should be has a certain functionality to it and feels righteous in
the moment. A major problem is
that rage seldom ends at the level of
messaging. It gets operationalized
in violent acts and the destruction
of property, as has been realized
repeatedly in recent years across
America.
The summer of 2020 was filled
with rage as “Defund the police” activism substituted chaotic action for
genuine dialogue about grievances.
Rage was used after the 2020
election in the runup to the riot of
Jan. 6.
Rage is being applied to fuel
current public arguments about
guns and abortion.
The word “rage” is in the title
of a women’s activist group’s
campaign this summer: ”Summer
of Rage” headlines the website.
Raging is easier than a summer

campaign of creating reasoned
persuasion.
Demagogues think rage can
move public sentiment faster than
doing the heavy lifting of careful
thinking and interpersonal convincing required by rational deliberation
and debate. Raw anger can be simple to generate and spreads quickly.
Rage flourishes in the streets, on
social media and — sadly — in
the halls of Congress. The former
niceties of the legislative arena
have disintegrated, as name calling,
cheap shots and dehumanization
have gotten traction as argumentative devices.
The nation’s news media too often play a role in facilitating rage in
the public sphere. The structure and
nature of establishment journalism

today necessarily reduces sociopolitical controversies into dramatic
“stories,” which require a simplification of complex topics. Simplification enhances the emotion of any
topic — at the expense of measured
reasoning. News coverage in this
era requires accompanying video,
which too often excites emotion
without sufficient context.
The hit-and-run nature of social
media especially lends itself to rage
and the sensationalism of simplification. Persuasive deliberation
struggles in the heat of social media
algorithms. Mean tweets may well
have contributed to making Trump
a one-term president.
Rage has drifted into all corners
of society. Normalized rage is found
in modern music and “entertain-

ment,” including numerous violent
video games where anger is played
out vicariously.
A particular f-word is now such
a commonplace — even when referring to the president or justices of
the Supreme Court — that at some
point will lose its ability to shock.
Such raw venting serves little rhetorical purpose except to say, “I’m
mad … and have no other way to
express myself.”
Ultimately, overheated emotion
has severe limits in moving a society forward, and indeed, seldom
improves a culture. Further, rage
often backfires. It often runs its
course with no identifiable progress, but the debris of animosity and
destruction remains. Rage disrupts
cultures quickly, but may take decades to undo.
Rage makes compromise or
changing the minds of adversaries
unlikely. It is possible to re-engage
people with whom one has a policy
disagreement, but it’s extremely
difficult to re-engage people who
have been labeled and dismissed
as hateful, evil or bigoted.
Cultures in which rage ultimately wins out descend into chaos
with disastrous consequences.
Civil societies hinge on being able

to decide things through rigorous
debate, but rage disrupts the clash
of ideas, making true deliberation
impossible.
America’s constitutional framers knew there would be tense
disagreements in their new nation,
but they crafted a system to allow
robust debate within and outside
of government. For that structure
to function, however, there must
be a commitment to foundational
principles of civility.
John Adams once wrote, “Our
Constitution was made only for a
moral and religious people. It is
wholly inadequate to the government of any other.”
Rage disallows fair rhetorical
debate, and as Adams asserts,
makes it difficult for Constitutional principles to work effectively.
The question now is whether any
of America’s national leaders are
willing to tone down their own
rage and lead the nation in reasoned
discourse.
Jeffrey M. McCall is a media
critic and professor of communication at DePauw University. He has
worked as a radio news director, a
newspaper reporter and as a political media consultant. Follow him
on Twitter @Prof_McCall.

Green New Deal, may it Rest In Peace

By Merrill Matthews
Dearly beloved, we are gathered here
today to pay our final respects to the Green
New Deal. We had such high hopes for it:
hope that it would save our economy; hope
that it would save our planet; and, most of
all, hope that it would save our party from
the coming November red tsunami.
What killed the Green New Deal?
High gas prices
One of the necessary ingredients for the
Green New Deal was high gasoline prices.
We need those high prices to push millions
of reluctant Americans to embrace electric
vehicles.
Actually, we need high prices on all fossil
fuels to make taxpayer-subsidized renewable
energy look competitive.
When we surveyed the pubic over the
years, many people (44 percent in a 2018
survey) said they would be willing to pay
somewhat higher gasoline prices to fight climate change. So, we thought the recent jump
in gasoline prices would be, if not welcomed,
at least tolerated.
But we were dead wrong. It turns out
that high gasoline prices hit low-income
families the hardest — the very people we
progressives claim we want to help. More
importantly, those high prices have enraged
most voters.
Now it appears that an angry public is
likely to take its revenge out on us at the polls
this November.
The Supreme Court
The Supreme Court of the United States
(SCOTUS) has now done as much as high
gasoline prices to undermine our Green New
Deal agenda, maybe more.
One of the great ironies (some would
say hypocrisies) of our time is that even as

we complained about the looming threat to
our democracy, we relied on unelected bureaucrats and federal judges, and especially
Supreme Court justices, to implement and
sustain our environmental agenda.
We knew it would be difficult getting the
Green New Deal through Congress, even
with Democratic majorities in the House
and Senate. Especially since we included so
many items that aren’t actually related to the
environment, like higher wages and social
justice and equity demands.
But we thought that we could still depend
on federal agencies and the Supreme Court to
impose what couldn’t pass Congress.
For years it seemed the Supreme Court
was willing to interpret the law favorably for
us. That era appears to be over. The six-justice
majority in the West Virginia v. EPA decision
made that clear.
In the court’s opinion, Chief Justice John
Roberts wrote, “Capping carbon dioxide
emissions at a level that will force a nation-

(Continued from Page 19)
Were the Senate to use the nuclear option
for ordinary legislation, it would create a
new playing field in the chamber that would
likely come with unforeseen consequences.
After all, what can pass the Senate by a
simple majority can be repealed by a simple
majority down the road as power shifts and
old minorities become new majorities.
The debt ceiling carve-out of late last year
is no analogy, nor does it provide a justifica(Continued from Page 16)
usual way — by a man. That man — whether
he wants to admit it or not, whether he wants
to actually take on the role of the father, or
not, is the biological father.
So that pretty much brings us up to date
on the usual definitions for mother, woman,
father, and man. Then along came something that already existed, but was very little
known. Something we called transgenderism. It might sound a bit strange, but all it
means is that there has been a change in the
gender of the male or female human beings.
Whether the change came about on its own,
or was “suggested” into existence by someone in the child’s life (a teacher, a counselor,
a doctor or someone else), the person (and in
this case, the child) got to feeling that he or
she might be in the wrong gender and might
need to get it changed to the correct gender.
Back in the day, the most well known
case of a man who changed his gender to
that of a woman because he felt it had to be
was Christine Jorgensen. He was born on
May 30, 1926 and she died on May 3, 1989.
She was the first person to become widely
known in the United States for having sex
reassignment surgery.
Before her sex reassignment surgery,
however, he had been drafted into the U.S.
Army at the age of 19, during World War II.
He first discovered there was such a thing

Thorning

Maramis

wide transition away from the use of coal to
generate electricity may be a sensible ‘solution to the crisis of the day.’ But it is not plausible that Congress gave EPA [Environmental
Protection Agency] the authority to adopt on
its own such a regulatory scheme ….”
And in his concurring opinion, Justice
Neil Gorsuch wrote, “Again, in observing
this much, the Court does not purport to
pass on the wisdom of the agency’s course.
It acknowledges only that agency officials
have sought to resolve a major policy question without clear legislative authorization

to do so.”
The point, Dearly Beloved, is that if we
want sweeping environmental reforms, we
will have to turn to our democratically elected representatives in Congress or the state
legislatures to pass them.
The November election
The SCOTUS requirement that major policy changes must pass Congress leads us to
the third reason why we are paying our final
respects to the Green New Deal.
There is very little chance of resurrecting
the Green New Deal before the November
election, and, if current polls are anywhere
near accurate, even less of a chance afterwards.
That means if we’re to make progress on
our environmental agenda, we will have to sit
down with the other side and see where we
can find common ground.
That’s a tall order. But if we really think
the environment is important, maybe we
should try to do it the way the framers of the
Constitution envisioned and rely on the legislative branch rather than the judicial branch
to make our laws.
*****
Merrill Matthews is a resident scholar
with the Institute for Policy Innovation in
Dallas, Texas. Follow him on Twitter @
MerrillMatthews.

tion, for senators to deploy the nuclear option
to make policy. It is instead an example of
how the Senate can adapt its procedures to
secure a policy outcome with broad support
even when the political incentives lean in the
other direction.
Michael Thorning is a director at the
Bipartisan Policy Center where he analyzes
U.S. political institutions. Thorning was
previously an aide to U.S. Senators Jeff
Bingaman and Tom Udall.

(Continued from Page 20)
increase the prospect of running. I’d be very
fortunate if I had that same man running
against me.” Especially given the revelations
about Trump’s efforts to sabotage the 2020
election.
Trump seems to be stuck in 2020. The
former president has made “the Big Lie“
a test of Republican identity. To be a loyal
Republican, you have to believe that the
2020 election was stolen — an assertion for
which there is no valid evidence. “It is time
to move on,” a Republican operative told
the Washington Post. That’s true for every
Republican but Donald Trump.
2024 is supposed to be about Joe Biden
and his record as president. But Biden could
look like a bystander if Trump runs again.
Trump’s problem is character. Biden’s problem is weakness. To voters of a certain age,
Biden comes across as another Jimmy Carter

— weak, hapless and ineffectual. Asked this
month whether they see Biden as “a strong or
a weak leader,” 61 percent said “weak” and
39 percent said “strong.” The issue that did
Carter in? Inflation, particularly gas prices.
The current inflation rate is the highest since
1981, the year Carter left office.
Donald Trump has been called many
things, but “weak” is not one of them. The
risk for Democrats is something Bill Clinton
warned about after 9/11, when George W.
Bush was president and Democrats unexpectedly lost seats in the 2002 midterm. Clinton’s
assessment: Strong and wrong beats weak
and right.
*****
Bill Schneider is an emeritus professor at
the Schar School of Policy and Government
at George Mason University and author of
“Standoff: How America Became Ungovernable“ (Simon & Schuster).

as sex reassignment surgery after being discharged from the Army and realized that he
might be a candidate for such a thing, since
he had never developed a true masculine side
of himself either in looks, build, or feelings.
The rest is history.
The good news for Christine was that she
had a career as a successful actress, singer,
recording artist, and author. The not so good
thing for Christine was that very few people
accepted her sex reassignment surgery and
she was not even allowed to get a marriage
license to marry her fiancé. So while she had
her share of fame and possibly fortune due to
her unique situation, she also had her share
of pain and sorrow.
But since Christine has come and gone,
so much has happened in the world. We now
have many more words to learn and understand because the world has changed.
We may not like having to upgrade our
language, or even believe in all those new
genders, but those who have been suffering
with feeling that they are trapped living in
the wrong gender appreciate living in a world
were now they can change to the correct gender, or at least consider the change.
Yes, it is true that many children seem to
think that is the case with them yet rather than
allowing themselves to grow into their specific gender as they age a little bit more they
might rush into the sex reasignment surgery

and severely regret it as they age.
Sometimes the surgery can be reversed,
yet never to the way things used to be. But it
should never be jumped into while the child
is too young to fully understand the consequences. In this country we allow children
to make decisions for themselves when they
turn 18. They may still be too young, but it
sure beats their making the decision on such
important things when they are only 12 or 13.
We have often heard from those who made
the transition and have regretted it and wished
to share their stories with the world.
Some of the other words that we may need
to learn and understand are:
—Transgender: changing from one gender
to another by using surgery
—Gender neutral: used for language purposes; not referring to one gender or another
—Non-binary: when it specifically comes
to gender, nonbinary is a word that helps give
voice to a diverse range of gender identities.
Can also be identified as genderqueer
—Agender: Agender is defined as not having a gender. Some agender people describe
it as having a “lack of gender,” while others
describe themselves as being gender neutral.
—Pangender: relating to a person whose
gender identity is not limited to one gender
and who may feel like a member of all genders at the same time.
Then there is the issue of pronouns, but

we can always plead ignorance (because
we often are ignorant) and ask the person to
please tell us what pronoun they would prefer.
We—as a people—cannot know everything,
and if we make a mistake sometime we can
simply apologize for our ignorance and ask
for a lesson in how to say it right the next
time.
And don’t forget: some married women
are not wives, and all married men are not
husbands, but they are related to their person
of choice by the word they choose to use.
Accept them all as people, as individual
persons with feelings and needs, and remember, they are all God’s children the same as
you are.
Welcome to the new world of change;
yet we need to focus on the things that never change: things like brotherhood (which
includes sisterhood, of course), friendship,
love, kindness, and all the usual things we
like and want in any person we meet. And
we need to give back to others the things we
want from them.
No matter who we are, the golden rule is
always in vogue and always will be!
*****
Maramis Choufani is the Managing Editor of the Las Vegas Tribune. She writes a
weekly column in this newspaper. To contact
Maramis, email her at maramistribune@
gmail.com.
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“The Oldies”

“Legendary Voices” featuring The Lettermen

By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Behind every great song, there’s a great
singer. This May, StarVista Entertainment/
Time Life debuts a singular CD set for anyone
who loves the all-time classics of the ’50s,
’60s and ’70s performed by the greatest talents of their time:
THE LEGENDARY VOICES
COLLECTION
Never before has one CD collection
gathered together the greatest singers of our
lifetime singing their biggest hits, but in this
timeless set, fans of the era will hear everything from Elvis crooning “Love Me Tender”
and Bobby Darin singing “Mack the Knife”
to Ray Charles’ “Georgia on My Mind”
among many, many others. The Legendary
Voices Collection, features 9 CDs, a bonus
CD of instrumental favorites, and liner notes,
and will be available exclusively via direct
response beginning May 29 for $149.95 at
TimeLife.com/Legendary or (800) 996-8540.
The Legendary Voices Collection will be
introduced via a long-form commercial featuring The Lettermen (Tony Butala, Donovan
Tea and Bobby Poynton), one of the era’s

greatest male vocal groups best known for
songs such as “The Way You Look Tonight”
and “When I Fall in Love.” With 16 Top 10
singles including one #1, 32 consecutive
Billboard Magazine chart albums, 11 gold
records and five Grammy nominations since
1959, there are few groups better qualified to
host The Legendary Voices Collection commercial, during which they perform songs
such as “Moon River” and “Can’t Take My
Eyes off of You” live.
“I can still remember when a song was a
song — with a great melody, a memorable
lyric and a vocalist who could sing,” says
original Lettermen member Tony Butala.”
The Legendary Voices Collection brings
me back to a time when the charts were
ruled by many of the greatest singers and
vocal groups of our time — Sinatra, Bennett,
Vinton, Presley, Darin, The Drifters, The
Platters. And there’s truly something magical
about a collection that gathers together all the
classics from an era when vocals really meant
something to a song.”
Featuring 150 unforgettable songs spread

over 10 CDs, The Legendary Voices Collection includes artists such as Johnny Mathis,
Nat King Cole, Tony Bennett, Bobby
Darin,Patsy Cline, Perry Como, Andy Williams, as well as selected vocal groups such
as The Mills Brothers, The McGuire Sisters,
The Righteous Brothers, The Everly Brothers
and The Lettermen.
The Legendary Voices Collection features
vocalists and songs including:
—Andy Williams/”Moon River”
—Ben E. King/”Stand by Me”
—Bobby Darin/”Beyond the Sea”
—Bobby Vinton/”Blue Velvet”
—Dean Martin/”Volare (Nel Blu Di Pinto
Di Blu)”
—Dinah Shore with Henri René and His
Orchestra/ “Love and Marriage”
—Dionne Warwick/” I’ll Never Fall in
Love Again”
—Elvis Presley/”Love Me Tender”
—Engelbert Humperdinck/”After the
Lovin’”
—Etta James/”At Last”
—Frank Sinatra/”Night and Day”

—Frankie Valli/”Can’t Take My Eyes
off You”
—Judy Garland/”Over the Rainbow”
—Lena Horne with Orchestra conducted
by Lennie Hayton/”Stormy Weather”
—Patsy Cline/”Crazy”
—Peggy Lee/”Fever”
—Perry Como with Mitchell Ayres and his
Orchestra and the Ray Charles Singers/”Papa
Loves Mambo”
—Ray Charles/”Georgia on My Mind”
—Roger Williams/”Born Free”
—The Everly Brothers/”Bye Bye Love”
—The Five Satins/”In the Still of the Nite”
—The Four Aces Featuring Al Alberts/”Love Is a Many-Splendored Thing”
—The Four Coins/”Shangri-La”
—The Lettermen/”The Way You Look
Tonight”
—The Platters/”Only You (And You
Alone)”
—The Righteous Brothers/”You’ve Lost
That Lovin’ Feelin’”
—This Ole House/”Rosemary Clooney”
—Tom Jones/”It’s Not Unusual”
—Tony Bennett with Percy Faith and his
Orchestra/”Rags to Riches”
The Lettermen introduce “The Legendary
Voices Collection”
Contact Michael Krause/Foundry Communication at (212) 586-7967 or mkrause@
foundrycomm.com.
*****
Sandy Zimmerman’s Promotions, Streaming Interviews/Academy Awards & Other Red
Carpets; Award-Winning: Sandy wrote and
produced the “John & Marsha” All American Burger Chain TV commercial Winner of
the “Award of Excellence” by the Las Vegas
Advertising Federation. Sandy produced/directed/wrote “Truffles, Wine and Castles Tour
of Northern Italy” and “Discover China”
travel specials named “Travel Shows of the
Week.” Contact: For information call Sandy
Zimmerman at (702)-515-0846 or email her
at sandyzimm2003@yahoo.com.
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The Nevada Restaurant
Association’s Mix and Mingle Event

By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
I was invited to the Nevada
Restaurant Association’s Mix, Mingle, and network with restaurant
hospitality expert’s this is the time
to talk to the people who know!
Following COVID-19 even some
established restaurateurs may need
advice in their field.
The “Current COVID-19 Resources and Guidelines” up to
date information and the Complete
COVID-19 resources and Guidelines has more comprehensive
information.
The Therapy Restaurant is a
great place for parties, enjoying
the upstairs area to feel away from
the customers. We had a chance to
experience three of Chef Lenny’s
signature bite creations, oh, so
tasty! In fact, everything on their

6-page menu is specially prepared.
They offer — choose the dishes and
create Your Own brunch, the way
you want it!
Great to keep up with what’s
happening in Nevada’s restaurants
for news for new and small businesses. You can rely on the Nevada
Restaurant Association for Train-

ing: ServSafe Food, Alcohol Card,
Allergens, and Sexual Harassment.
Membership/Partnership: Member Benefits, Restaurant Membership, Allied Membership, and
Partnerships.
Founded in 1982, the Nevada
Restaurant Association has since
carried its mission to promote, pro-

tect, and educate Nevada’s rapidly
growing restaurant industry. NvRA
members represent many different
facets of the industry including
restaurants, hotels, casinos, taverns, and allied members who are
vendors of restaurant goods and
service.
I enjoyed meeting everyone and
especially tasting their specialties!
The Therapy Restaurant has a
menu with brunch, ala carte meats,
entrees, small plates, desserts,
champagne and sampler bundlers,
late night, happy hour, buckets and
pitchers of beer, and is located at:
518 E. Fremont, party, therapy, near
the El Cortez Hotel.
The Nevada Restaurant Association opens at 9:30 am and is located
at: 2320 Paseo Del Prado Bldg B,
Ste 103, Las Vegas, NV 89102. For

information call: 702-878-2313.
*****
Award-winning Syndicated
Columnist Sandy Zimmerman
features Streaming Interviews/
Academy Awards & Other Red
Carpets; Award-Winning: Sandy
wrote and produced the “John &
Marsha” All American Burger
Chain TV commercial Winner of
the “Award of Excellence” by the
Las Vegas Advertising Federation.
Sandy produced/directed/wrote
“Truffles, Wine and Castles Tour
of Northern Italy” and “Discover
China” travel specials named
“Travel Shows of the Week.” For
additional information, questions, and/or comments please
contact Sandy Zimmerman at sandyzimm2003@yahoo.com or phone
702-515-0846.

Page 24 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / July 13-19, 2022

CITY BEAT
Meet the married couple trailblazing the
development of psychedelic therapies
unemployment claims during the pandemic.
His work helped reduce wait times for Nevadans in need of assistance.
Ryan Percivalle began his employment
with the state of Nevada as a Disabled Veteran Outreach Program (DVOP) specialist,
assisting fellow veterans with re-employment
services in Fallon.
In September of 2020, Ryan took over
as the Pandemic Unemployment Assistance
(PUA) program support and testing lead.
Despite the overwhelming workload in the
Unemployment Insurance ofﬁce, he kept a
positive attitude that beneﬁted co-workers
and claimants.
“He has been a tremendous asset to the
unit, working tirelessly, and has done an
incredible job exceeding expectations in
very trying times. He is an exceptional team
player and is always willing to pitch in to help
everyone from co-workers to UI claimants.
Ryan is a true example of veteran pride, state
service, and continued commitment,” says
Unemployment Insurance Support Services
Unit Business Process Analyst II and Veteran
Peer Mentor, Kelly Smith.
Ryan enlisted in the Air Force May 1997.
He served his country in numerous missions,
including missions in England, Turkey, Iraq
and here at home. “Ryan’s dedication to his
state and military service is evident in everything he does. Ryan truly is an excellent
example of a committed, hardworking, kind,
and humble human being,” says Smith.
*****

Crews broke ground on
project in Mineral County
Crews broke ground on a road-improvement project in Mineral County, near the
Nevada-California state line, on Monday,
July 11.
The project consists of milling and repaving nearly 12 miles of U.S. 6, from MM
0.00 to 11.96 at SR-360. Crews will also
make truck parking improvements on SR-360
northwest of U.S. 6 and install reinforced
concrete boxes for drainage, reinforced
concrete pipes, metal corrugated pipes, and
shoulder sloping.
Traffic operations will consist of single-lane closures with ﬂaggers and a pilot
car, with restrictions not to exceed 3.9-miles.
Signs and other trafﬁc control devices will be
placed outside work zones to warn drivers of
upcoming construction.
Working hours are Monday-Saturday, 5
a.m. to 7 p.m.
This is a federally funded preservation
project. The contractor is allowed 120 working days for the project.
Motorists should use caution while traveling through work zones, and take alternate
detour routes, if possible. NDOT works with
Waze to inform the public about planned
highway restrictions. Construction schedules
are subject to change due to weather or other
factors.
For the latest state highway conditions,
visit nvroads.com or call 511 before driving.
*****

Dr. Dustin Hines and Dr. Rochelle Hines
Meet Dr. Rochelle and Dr. Dustin Hines,
the husband and wife team trailblazing the
future of mental health therapeutics from
their lab located at The University of Nevada
Las Vegas (UNLV). Both armed with PhD’s
(University of British Columbia) and extensive post- doctoral training (Tufts University
School of Medicine) in neuroscience, Dustin
and Rochelle have worked at the interface of
academia and industry over their combined
40 plus year careers.
Dustin and Rochelle operate “The Hines
Group Laboratory” at UNLV, a state of the
art, fully staffed, pre-clinical research facility,
and one of the most advanced and accredited
psychedelic research facilities in the world.
Rochelle holds a license from the U.S. Drug
Enforcement Agency, allowing for the handling of controlled substances for accredited
research purposes. With the broad goal of
advancing novel therapeutics, Dustin and
Ryan Percivalle with the Nevada
Rochelle have worked on several industry
Department of Employment,
sponsored research projects, and recently
Training, and Rehabilitation
launched “Tessellate,” a next wave pharmarecognized Employee
ceutical company, to further the development
Veteran of the Month
and commercialization of novel therapeutics
The Nevada Department of Employment,
for an array of mental health conditions.
Tessellate is working to advance the clinical Training, and Rehabilitation (DETR) is
applicability of psychedelics through rigor- pleased to announce Business Process Anaous, evidence-based discovery, with the goal lyst, Ryan Percivalle, as the State of Nevada’s
of improving the efﬁcacy and personalization Employee Veteran of the Month for June of
of psychedelic therapies, while also mitigat- 2022. Mr. Percivalle was selected due to
ing the possible risks stemming from these his hard work and commitment to the state,
getting through an unprecedented amount of
therapeutics.
Six Libraries In Development
Including Four Sets Of Modulators
Tessellate has developed and rigorously
tested multiple lead synthetic psychedelic
molecules in the novel chemical space of
substituted phenethylamines (PEA). Tessellate’s PEA libraries consist of a total of 30
candidates in pre-clinical development for the
treatment of major depressive disorder and
PTSD. Dustin Hines commented that “PEA
psychedelics, which bear structural similarity to mescaline, are less explored in the
psychedelic space and offer several possible
advantages including increased speciﬁcity for
the common target of psychedelics, known
as the 5HT2A receptor.”
Modulation — A Key To Efﬁcacy
Tessellate’s most valuable I.P. may involve it’s unprecedented discoveries and
insights into understanding the psychedelic
experience, known as the “trip.” Based on
a deep understanding of the architecture of
brain activity that underlies the trip, Tessellate has developed a sequence of four distinct
classes of trip modulators, which can be taken
during psychedelic administration, as well
as before and after a therapeutic session, to
“modulate” both the patient experience as
We invite you to help create a lasting memorial that remembers the 58 lives lost on 1 October
well as the therapeutic outcome.
Paul Rosen, President of Tessellate, com2017, as well as those who have succumbed to injuries since the tragic events at the Route 91
mented “we perceive this as game changing
Harvest Music Festival. The memorial will also honor the survivors, first responders and
technology and essential for the development
everyday heroes who inspired our nation with their bravery while also recognizing the
of the entire psychedelic industry. Modulators
resiliency and compassion of our community.
address several concerns and anxieties that
Submissions
eligible patients may have regarding these
Accepted
disruptive therapeutic modalities. With one
Online
modulator a patient can access an offramp
during a trip should they wish to stop. With
• Call for Creative Expressions/Submit Your Ideas (July 1 – Sept. 30, 2022)
another modulator a patient can remove the
• Call for Qualifications/Professional RFQ Teams (Aug. 1 – Oct. 31, 2022)
need to stop their current SSRI therapy be• Call for Evaluators/Help Select the Design Team (July 1 – 31, 2022)
fore initiating psychedelic treatment. With
a modulator taken pre trip the patient may
enhance the efﬁcacy of their trip, and with
a modulator taken post trip the patient may
solidify the psychoplastogen effects that psychedelics cause in the days following a trip,
WINTER
SUMMER
LATE SUMMER
2023
which Tessellates research has corroborated
2022
2023
Total:
Up to 5 professional design
1 October Memorial
The public & artists are
are when the long-term therapeutic beneﬁts
Launch
18 months
Committee
to
make
formal
teams
will
be
selected
to
encouraged
to
submit
of psychedelics are most likely to occur.”
July 2022
design recommendation to
(Sept 2023)
develop memorial concepts
ideas/express interest in
Tessellate is currently preparing to initiate
the Clark County
influenced by public
participating on a
Commission.
Phase One clinical trials on its two current
submissions for the
professional design team.
memorial’s
design.
lead candidates, the novel PEA Tsl8 108 and
the modulator Tsl8 303, while also continuing to advance preclinical validation of both
its novel modulator libraries and additional
PEA leads.
For inquires please contact: Tessellate
Therapeutics at 339995@email4pr.com or
ClarkCountyNV.gov/1OctoberMemorial | #1OctoberMemorial
416-728-1295.
*****

HELP CREATE
A LASTING
1 OCTOBER

Memorial

3 Pathways for Participation

1 October Memorial 3-Phase Selection Process

Remembrance, Respect, Healing, Honor, Unity, Community, Peace, Love
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By Doug Dickerson
“We keep moving forward,
opening new doors, and doing new
things, because we’re curious and
curiosity keeps leading us down
new paths.” — Walt Disney
I read once about a sign in an
English company that read: We’ve
been established for over one hundred years and have been pleasing
or displeasing our customers ever
since. We have made money and
lost money, suffered the effects
of coal nationalization, coal rationing, government control, and
bad payers. We have been cussed
and discussed, messed about, lied
to, held up, robbed, and swindled.
The only reason we stay in business
is to see what happens next.
There are many definitive traits
of successful leaders worth emulating such as trust, empathy, intuition,
listening, etc., but one of the ones
that I would put high on the list is
curiosity.
Curiosity is one of the most
important leadership traits you can
develop simply because the possibilities of possessing it are endless.

DoUg DICkErsoN
I’ve heard it said that curiosity is
the spark behind the spark of every
great idea. The future belongs to the
curious. And this is why curiosity is
a game-changer in leadership.
Imagine if you will how curiosity could benefit your leadership
and the life of your organization
if you ignited that curious spark?
Imagine how things would look if
everyone else in your organization
did the same? Let’s take a look at
how curiosity could advance your

leadership.
Curiosity breaks the mold
of status quo thinking
Status quo thinking is a mental
rut that can be hard to break free
from. It can be a crowded place and
getting out of it can be challenging. When you develop a curious
mindset, it will free you from the
confines of the status quo. It will
open up new approaches and solu-

BEHIND THE MIKE

Desperately In Love

By Michael A. Aun
It was 48 years ago today that I
married the most significant person
in my life. To be fair, it was not
exactly a picture-perfect day…
in fact, my new bride, Christine,
considered it closer to a nightmarecome-true.
We were supposed to “tie the
knot” on the 18th green of the Coldstream Country Club in Columbia,
near Irmo, SC.
God had other plans that day.
Instead of a picturesque “I do” with
the sun setting over our shoulders,
our Maker came through with
enough rain that the golf course
would not require sprinklers for the
next couple of weeks.
Absent a “Plan B” … we had to
move the wedding inside. The only
problem was that some 300-plus
guests were already in the reception
area, so we had to move the nuptials
inside to the men’s locker room.
I think I can safely say we are
the only couple in the history of
the world to get married next to
the latrine covered with sheets in
the men’s locker room of a country
club… that no longer exists.
Plan all you wish… God has His
plan. Go figure. And yet, here 48
years later we managed to not only
survive but even thrive by some
standards.
With 50 percent of all marriages
ending in divorce or separation,
odds were against us from day one.
I recall when I asked Christine
to marry me two years prior. We
were attending Midnight Mass
as St. Peter’s Catholic Church on
Assembly Street in Columbia, SC
on Christmas Eve.
During the Sign of Peace (a
Catholic tradition), one turns to
those next to them and offers a
kiss or a handshake. I chose to slip
an engagement ring on Christine’s
finger and asked her to marry me
right before I kissed her.
Most of both our families happened to be at that Mass, but
not everyone was celebrating the
moment. When we got back to the
Thiel household that night, my inlaws-to-be were armed and ready.
“It will never work!” Not ex-

MICHAEL A. AUN
actly the ringing endorsement I
had conjured in my mind. To be
fair-minded… if I had been them,
I would have grabbed a skillet or
a weapon to fend off this predator
who wanted to take their daughter
away.
It is my biased opinion to say
that Christine was their favorite
among the eight children of Paul
and Rita Thiel. She was finalizing
her studies for her Nursing Degree.
Another thing, I was almost five
years older than her.

Since I was planning to marry
her, I enjoyed the burden of paying
for the balance of her education.
Bottom line… she managed to
garner her Bachelor of Science
in Nursing from the University of
South Carolina and we started this
half-century journey together.
Like every married couple ever,
we have had our share of potholes,
roadblocks, and other disasters
along the way. Still, we never gave
up and we never gave in. It would
be easy to want to retreat when
things go wrong, but we always
pushed through the process to make
marriage work.
We all know someone who has
succumbed to the frailty of a broken relationship. Cracks and dents
aside, you make it work because
you love the other person so much
that you cannot live without them.
You are that desperate.
That pretty much describes
me… desperately in love!
*****
Michael Aun is a syndicated columnist and writes a weekly column
for this newspaper. To contact Michael Aun go to www.aunline.com.

tions and can be just the spark you
need to move forward.
Curiosity takes you from
a ‘can we’ attitude to a
‘what if’ footing
Status quo thinking is safe and
predictable and sticks with the
known. Curiosity advances your
leadership by taking you out of that
mindset by unlocking the power of
uninhibited thinking. It takes questioning from a ‘can we’ posture to
the possibilities of ‘what if’. When
you embrace a ‘what if’ mindset
you now release a new level of
momentum that doesn’t wait for
permission.
Curiosity is the creative
engine that drives your
leadership
Curiosity will advance your
leadership in ways that nothing
else will. When you or the people
within your organization remain
curious and dare to ask those ‘what
if’ questions there is no limit to
where you can go. Curiosity is a
passion that will take you places

where others only wish they could
go. It will cause you to ask more
questions than most and not stop
until you have answers.
Les Brown once said, “Curiosity about life in all of its aspects,
I think, is still the secret of great
creative people.” And he’s right.
Curiosity will advance your leadership unlike anything else.
Final Thoughts:
In a lot of ways, curiosity and
passion might be seen as interchangeable. I believe as Elizabeth
Gilbert said, that “if you let go of
passion and follow your curiosity,
your curiosity might just lead you
to your passion.”
And this is why it’s so important.
Never lose your sense of curiosity.
It’s the secret ingredient to your
leadership.
*****
Doug Dickerson is a syndicated
columnist. He writes a weekly column for this newspaper. To contact
Doug Dickerson go to www.dougdickerson.net.

Bob Beckett
Attorney At Law

Elected 5 terms as Nye County District Attorney

Practice areas
Criminal defense, Personal injury,
Bankruptcy and debt, Car accident, DUI
and DWI
Licensed for 29 years
AVVO CONTRIBUTIONS
Beckett knows Nevada criminal law
— especially how to get the most out
of the probation/monitoring system.
Beckett provides very effective
and personable service
His fees are also fair

During these Covid-19 days, the Urantia Book Study
Group has taken to Zoom, as many other meetings
have. As always, this high-level discussion group
is for all faiths, all ages,and all those seeking
answers to their unanswered questions.
Call 775-505-5058 for details

(702) 334-4886

OUT WITH CABLE. IN WITH SAVINGS.

Get a 100 AT&T Visa® Reward Card† when you sign up for DIRECTV SELECT ™ Package or above.
$

MUST MAINTAIN SVC & REDEEM W/IN 75 DAYS (CARD IN 4 WKS). Ends 8/15/18. Restrs apply. See below for offer details.

SELECT

™

All Included Pac kage

35

$

00

MO.
Plus taxes.

For 12 Months w/ 24-mo. agmt. Autopay
& Paperless bill req’d. $78/mo. in months
13-24 (subject to change).*

INCLUDES:
Over 150 channels
Monthly fee for a
Genie® HD DVR

EARLY TERMINATION FEE OF $20/MO. FOR EACH MONTH REMAINING ON AGMT., $35 ACTIVATION, EQUIP. NON-RETURN & ADD’L FEES APPLY.
New approved residential customers only (equipment lease req’d). Credit card req’d (except MA & PA).

Ask me how to
Bundle and save.
CALL TODAY!

IV SUPPORT HOLDINGS LLC

855-977-8411

SELECT ALL INCLUDED PACKAGE OFFER: Ends 8/31/18. Available only in the U.S. (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S.V.I.). 1st & 2nd Year Pricing: $35 for first 12 mos. only. After 12 mos. or loss of eligibility then-prevailing rate applies (currently $78/mo. for SELECT All Included) unless canceled or changed prior to end of the promo period. Pricing subject to change. $5/mo. Discount: Must enroll in autopay & paperless bill within 30 days of TV activation to receive bill credit starting in 1-3 bill
cycles. First-time credit will include all credits earned since meeting offer requirements. Must maintain autopay/paperless bill and valid email address to continue credits. No credits in 2nd year for autopay/paperless bill. Includes: SELECT All Included TV Pkg, monthly service & equipment fees for one Genie HD DVR, and standard pro installation. Exclusions: Price excludes applicable use tax expense surcharge on retail value of installation, custom installation, equipment upgrades/add-ons (min. $99
one-time fee & $7/mo. fee for each extra receiver/DIRECTV Ready TV/Device), and certain other add’l fees & charges. Different offers may apply for eligible multi-dwelling-unit and telco customers.
DIRECTV SVC TERMS: Subject to Equipment Lease & Customer Agreements. Must maintain a min. base TV pkg of $29.99/mo. Programming, pricing, terms and conditions subject to change at any time. Some offers may not be available through all channels and in select areas. Visit directv.com/legal or call for details. Offers may not be combined with other promotional offers on the same services and may be modified or discontinued at any time without notice. Other conditions
apply to all offers. †$100 REWARD CARD: Requires purchase of qualifying TV package (min. $35/mo promo price after discount that start w/i 3 bills & may req. AutoPay) through card fulfillment. Qualifying Packages: SELECT or above. Select locations. For new residential customers in the U.S. (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S.V.I.). Residents of select multi-dwelling units are not eligible for this offer. Reward Card: Will be sent letter with redemption requirements. Redemption req’d w/in 75 days from
reward notification mail date. Reward Card delivered within 3-4 weeks after redemption to customers who maintain qualifying service from installation date and through reward fulfillment. Card expires at month-end 6 mos after issuance. No cash access. For cardholder agreement, go to rewardcenter.att.com/myrewardcard/agreement_FSV.pdf. AT&T Reward Card issued by U.S. Bank National Association, pursuant to license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. May not be combined with other promotional
offers on same services and may be modified or discontinued at any time without notice. Offer ends 8/15/18.
©2018 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved. AT&T, Globe logo, DIRECTV, and all other DIRECTV marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affiliated companies. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.
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Social Security awareneSS

Understanding Social Security Survivors Benefits

By Barbara Duckett
Social Security Public Affairs
Specialist in Las Vegas
Unfortunately, tragedy can strike
without any warning. The loss
of the family wage earner can be
devastating both emotionally and
financially. Social Security helps by
providing income for the families of
workers who die.
Some of the Social Security taxes you pay go toward survivors benefits for workers and their families.
The value of the survivors benefits
you have under Social Security may
even be more than the value of your
individual life insurance. When
you die, certain members of your
family may be eligible for survivors
benefits. These include widows and
widowers (and divorced widows
and widowers), children, and dependent parents.
Here are the people who can
get survivors benefits based on
your work:
—Your widow or widower may
be able to get full benefits at full
retirement age. The full retirement
age for survivors is age 66 for peo-

ple born in 1945-1956, with the full
retirement age gradually increasing
to age 67 for people born in 1962
or later. Your widow or widower
can get reduced benefits as early

as age 60. If your surviving spouse
is disabled, benefits can begin as
early as age 50.
—Your widow or widower can
get benefits at any age if they take

care of your child younger than age
16 or disabled, who is receiving
Social Security benefits.
—Your unmarried children,
younger than age 18 (or up to age

19 if they’re attending elementary
or secondary school full time), can
also get benefits. Your children
can get benefits at any age if they
were disabled before age 22. Under
certain circumstances, we can also
pay benefits to your stepchildren,
grandchildren, step grandchildren,
or adopted children.
—Your dependent parents can
get benefits if they’re age 62 or
older. (For your parents to qualify
as dependents, you must have provided at least half of their support.)
You can read more about Survivors Benefits at www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs/EN-05-10084.pdf.
How much your family can get
from Social Security depends on
your average lifetime earnings.
The more you earned, the more
their benefits will be. For more
information on widows, widowers,
and other survivors, visit www.socialsecurity.gov/planners/survivors.
Social Security is with you
through life’s journey. Be sure to
tell friends and family about our
Survivors Benefits and how we can
help in times of need.

Social Security and Self employment
By Barbara Duckett
Social Security Public Affairs
Specialist in Las Vegas
If you are not self-employed,
Social Security taxes are typically
taken out of your paycheck automatically. You and your employer
each pay a 6.2 percent Social Security tax on up to $132,900 of your
earnings and a 1.45 percent Medicare tax on all earnings in 2020.
You don’t have to do anything extra
for the coverage you will one day
receive because your employers
handle the deduction as well as
matching that contribution. Then
they send the taxes to the Internal
Revenue Service (IRS) and report
your wages to Social Security.
If you’re self-employed, the
process is a little different. You
report your earnings for Social
Security and pay your taxes directly to the IRS when you file your
federal income tax return. You
pay the combined employee and
employer amount, which is a 12.4
percent Social Security tax on up
to $132,900 of your net earnings

and a 2.9 percent Medicare tax on
your entire net earnings in 2020.
You are considered self-employed
if you operate a trade, business or
profession, either by yourself or as
a partner. If your net earnings are
$400 or more in a year, you must
report your earnings on Schedule
SE, in addition to other tax forms
you must file.
Net earnings for Social Security are your gross earnings from
your trade or business, minus your
allowable business deductions and
depreciation. Some income doesn’t
count for Social Security and
shouldn’t be included in figuring
your net earnings.
You must have worked and paid
Social Security taxes for a certain
length of time to get Social Security
benefits. The amount of time you
need to work depends on your date
of birth, but no one needs more than
10 years of work.
You can read more about
self-employment and Social Security at www.socialsecurity.gov/
pubs/EN-05-10022.pdf.

By Barbara Duckett
Social Security Public Affairs
Specialist in Las Vegas
Running a small business isn’t
just a fulltime job — it can be a 24-7
endeavor. Managing employees,
inventory, scheduling, and services,
not to mention marketing, can be
exhausting. Social Security can
make your life easier with our suite
of services that allows you to file
W-2/W-2Cs online and verify your
employees’ names and Social Security numbers against our records.
If you run a business, make us
your first stop for information on
W-2s, electronic filing and verifying Social Security numbers at
www.socialsecurity.gov/employer
to save time. This service offers

fast, free, and secure online W-2
filing options to CPAs, accountants,
enrolled agents, and individuals
who process W-2s (the Wage and
Tax Statement) and W-2Cs (Statement of Corrected Income and Tax
Amounts).
You must register to use this
service.
This publication will give you
more information about electronic
wage reporting www.socialsecurity.
gov/pubs/EN-05-10034.pdf.
Small business owners can also
take advantage of our Business Services Online at www.socialsecurity.
gov/bso/bsowelcome.htm.
Let Social Security help you
achieve these business goals.

Social Security and Small Businesses

Extra Help with Medicare Prescription Drug Costs

By Barbara Duckett
Social Security Public Affairs
Specialist in Las Vegas
Paying out of pocket for prescription
drugs can be a burden that many households
can’t afford. The Extra Help with Medicare
Prescription Drug Plan Costs program was
designed to help people in getting the vital
medicine they need to live healthy and productive lives.
Anyone who has Medicare can get Medicare prescription drug coverage. Some people
with limited resources and income may also
be able to get Extra Help to pay for the costs
— monthly premiums, annual deductibles,
and prescription co-payments — related to a
Medicare prescription drug plan. Extra Help
can be worth up to $4,900 per year.
To qualify for Extra Help in 2019, your
resources must be limited to $14,390 for an
individual or $28,720 for a married couple
living together.
You can apply for Extra Help at www.
socialsecurity.gov/extrahelp. You can also
call Social Security at 1-800-772-1213 (TTY
1-800-325-0778) to apply over the phone or
request an application, or if you prefer, you
can apply at your local Social Security office.
To prepare for your application you
should:
—Identify the things you own alone, with
your spouse, or with someone else, but do not
include your home, vehicles, burial plots, life

insurance policies, or personal possessions;
—Review all your income; and
—Gather your records in advance to save
time.
The records you’ll need are:
—Statements that show your account

balances at banks, credit unions, or other
financial institutions;
—Investment statements;
—Stock certificates;
—Tax returns;
—Pension award letters; and

—Payroll slips.
The program was created because there is
a great need for prescription drug assistance.
Social Security is here to help. To learn more
about the Extra Help program, visit www.
socialsecurity.gov/extrahelp.
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What You
Need To
Know
By Dr Nina Radcliff

Type 2 Diabetes Can Be
Prevented or Reversed
— You Hold the Power!

By Dr. Nina Radcliff, MD
Type 2 diabetes — the most
common form of diabetes—is a
chronic health condition that can
affect several major organs in your
body and eventually lead to heart
disease, kidney damage, blindness,
and more. And while it is increasingly prevalent, it is also largely
preventable.
In recent years, research has
shown that it’s possible to reverse
type 2 diabetes and send the disease
into remission. And a significant
new study shows that recovering
from the disease is more manageable than many may think.
There are two main types of
diabetes: type 1 and type 2. Both
are chronic diseases that affect the
way the body regulates blood sugar,
or glucose.
Glucose is the fuel that feeds
your body’s cells, but to enter
the cells it needs a key, which is
insulin. Diabetics are unable to
properly access glucose from the
bloodstream and as a result, they
experience elevated blood glucose
levels which over time create havoc in their bodies. While sharing
similar names, type 1 and type 2
diabetes are different diseases with
unique causes:

—Type 1 diabetes, referred
to as insulin-dependent diabetes,
occurs when the pancreas does not
properly produce insulin, likely
from autoimmune destruction of
insulin-producing cells. Typically
diagnosed in children and young
adults, taking insulin is a must for
everyone with type 1.
—Type 2 diabetes results when
the body’s cells do not properly
respond to insulin, known as insulin
resistance. It generally results from
being overweight, a poor diet, and/
or physical inactivity.
Complications of Diabetes:
Chronically elevated blood
sugars in blood vessels causes inflammation and a myriad of serious
complications including vision
problems and blindness; stroke,
heart disease, kidney disease and
failure, limb amputations; impaired
wound healing and immune system
function; and, premature death.
Prevention & Remission
Treatment:
Great news — type 2 diabetes
can often be avoided through managing weight, exercising regularly,
eating a balanced diet and sleep
–and if you develop the condition,
it’s not necessarily permanent when
you take these actions:

—Shedding just 10 percent of
your weight can put Type 2 diabetes
in remission
—Managing your weight —
maintain a healthy body weight.
Excess body fat increases the
body’s resistance to the hormone
insulin and can lead to type 2 diabetes. Your ideal weight should be
based on height, weight and frame
— a body mass index (BMI).
—Exercise regularly. Moderate
physical activity, most days of
the week, helps manage weight,
reduces blood glucose levels and
may also improve blood pressure
and cholesterol. Just a 10-15 minute
walk after a meal can make a big
difference.
—Eat a balanced, healthy diet.
Reduce the amount of sugar, refined
carbohydrates, and saturated fats
in your diet; eat more fresh fruit,
vegetables and high-fiber foods;
and cut back on salt.
—Be aware:
Too much sugar contributes to
weight gain and also leads to higher
blood sugar levels — a risk factor
for type 2 diabetes.
Most processed, baked or conve-

nience foods contain added sugar,
including salty items — limit them
Carbohydrates raise your blood
sugar higher and more quickly
than any other nutrient — low-carb
foods include meat, fish, eggs, vegetables and natural fats, like butter
Avoiding sugary drinks, fruit
juices, smoothies can help reduce
overall sugar intake
Alcohol increases your diabetes
risk as it can lead to weight gain,
increase blood pressure and triglyceride levels
—Quit smoking. Smokers are
twice as likely to develop diabetes
as non-smokers
—Reduce your risk of cardiovascular disease. Diabetes and
cardiovascular disease have many
risk factors in common, including
obesity and physical inactivity.
—Eat mindfully. It takes 20 minutes for your stomach to deliver the
message to your brain that you’re
full. Take time enjoying the taste,
aroma, and texture of your food.
Shut off electronics and TV while
eating —it impairs your ability to
process how much and what you
are eating.

—Make sleep a priority. Not
getting enough sleep can send your
hunger hormone, ghrelin, into a
tizzy — driving you to crave and
overeat high calorie and high fat
comfort foods.
—See your healthcare provider
for regular check-ups. It’s important to regularly check your blood
glucose, blood pressure and blood
cholesterol levels
Taking healthy steps is worth
the effort! You don’t have to take
drastic efforts to reduce your risk or
to put diabetes type 2 in remission.
Take good care and stay vigilant!!
*****
This article is for general information only and should not be
used for the diagnosis or treatment
of medical conditions and cannot
substitute for the advice from your
medical professional. Dr. Nina has
used all reasonable care in compiling the current information but
it may not apply to you and your
symptoms. Always consult a doctor
or other health care professional
for diagnosis and treatment of
medical conditions.
*****
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