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“I may disapprove of what you say, but I will defend to the death your right to say it” — Voltaire

Clark County Commission:
Giant Machine of Waste!
By Ed Uehling
Las Vegas Tribune
The Board of County Commissions (BCC) destroyed 7,000 to
10,000 businesses, allocated funds
to hire 350 new bureaucrats, and
allocated TEN MILLION DOLLARS to hand out to businesses
which obviously will promise to
be friends with our seven geniuses
manning the BCC.
Only one of their new BFF’s was
mentioned — Mario’s, a full-service grocery store, which is already doing the impossible on the
Westside. That impossible task is

My Point
of
View
By Rolando Larraz

called ‘merely staying alive’ in the
toughest neighborhood in the city.
Who knows what will happen next
or what would have happened if
the enterprise had not been handed
ONE MILLION DOLLARS, but
just do the math:
At one million dollars per new
or reinvigorated business, you and
I will pay $10 billion just to replace
the ten thousand businesses the
BCC destroyed an hour earlier!
Those ten thousand received not
one penny from any government.
Of course that doesn’t include the
millions Clark County has spent
to hunt them down during the past
decade or the additional millions it
has spent demonizing the “evil ten

or twelve or eighteen thousand”
hosts of tourists to Las Vegas. You
know the type: the infirm, the unemployable, the unemployed, along
with the young, the hopeful who
don’t just take care of the themselves without becoming a burden
to us, the taxpayers, and make a
better life for themselves and for
thousands, tens of thousands of
visitors to our city.
Some of them are reputed to
make $100,000 per year and more!
Therein lies their ‘crime’: The
precious, but delicate, Wall Street
casinos (who are reporting record
gaming earnings which are taxed
at the giveaway rate of 6 percent)
(See Waste Machine, Page 5)

Some post-primary observations
By Chuck Muth
Now that the primary is behind
us, we can get back to something
REALLY important: the Stanley
Cup. But before plopping down in
front of the boob tube to keep an
eye on the penalty box, let’s take a
look at what happened Tuesday at
the ballot box…
As expected, Joe Lombardo is
the GOP nominee for Nevada governor. And as painful as the reality
is for some people, you either vote
for him in November or you hand

Gov. Steve Sisolak another four
years to finish his demolition of
our state.
Dust yourself off, lick your
wounds, bitch and moan as much
as you want… but when the general
election rolls around, suck it up and
VOTE SISOLAK OUT!
And kudos to Joey Gilbert.
The campaign he put together
with some duct tape and spare parts
was truly impressive. No candidate
anywhere in the state had such ra(See Observations, Page 3)

Meet the winner of GOP nomination for
Nevada Attorney General: Sigal Chattah

By Victoria Giampa
Las Vegas Tribune
GOP primary candidate for
Nevada attorney general was interviewed by Las Vegas Tribune
Saturday at a local restaurant,
Leone Café, and talked about her
qualifications for the position and
issues in the race:
You defeated Tisha Black (Republican Party) in the Republican
primary by a wide margin, 60,285
against her votes of 51,156. How
did you win by such a wide margin?
Well, the voters voted, first of
all. Second of all, I think what hap-

SIGAL CHATTAH

By Chuck Muth
According to an email this week
from soon-to-be FORMER Nevada
Gov. Steve Sisolak — architect of
the Sisolak Shutdown and other
disasters — here’s his list of “accomplishments” during his Reign
of Error…
—“Increased access to affordable health care for Nevadans.”
Looking at the skyrocketing
cost of premiums and deductibles,
it’s more like UN-affordable health
care. I may have “access” to a Ferrari, but that doesn’t mean I can
afford one.
—“Increased funding for pub-

lic education, so every child can
succeed.”
What a (sick) joke. Despite all
the new money that’s been dumped
into our public schools over the
last few years, our failure factories
are still among the WORST in the
nation.
—“Increased state government
support for small businesses to help
them through the pandemic.”
Ah, yes. An updated version
of what Ronald Reagan called the
nine most terrifying words in the
English language: “I’m from the
government, and I’m here to help.”
The ONLY reason small busi-

By Wayne Allyn Root
I just interviewed President
Trump — again. It was our 4th
interview in the past few months.
I believe you’ll enjoy watching
and listening. It’s not your typical
formal media interview of a president. It’s more like two old friends
talking, without filters, and you get
to listen in.
You can watch the whole interview on video at the bottom of this
commentary.

But before I get to some key
revelations about the interview, I
want to share a shocking story that
proves our nation is under communist attack. We are experiencing a
Soviet-East German-Nazi style of
censorship, banning and propaganda never seen in America’s history.
I just interviewed the 45th President of the United States. What an
honor. Yet the intolerant communist
tyrants and bullies of Silicon Valley
(See Wayne Allyn Root, Page 2)

pened is, people didn’t buy the dirty
narrative and unfortunately because
of the dirty narrative she engaged
in, you know, she cost herself …
many votes. And I think that’s really
what happened.
What are your qualifications to
run as attorney general in the State
of Nevada?
For the office of attorney general
in the State of Nevada, all you have
to do is be a licensed attorney. I
don’t know if you ever have to be
in good standing with the State Bar,
but my personal qualifications [are]
that I’ve been an attorney for twenty years. You know, I’ve practiced

in civil litigation and criminal justice, and those qualifications both
give me that range.
What distinguishes you from
Aaron Ford (Nevada Attorney
General)?
Everything. Everything. Everything. I’m focused on public
corruption, and if need be, indicting
those in the state. And regardless of
partisan politics, if they’ve engaged
in public corruption, that’s the first
thing. The Attorney General is not
into prosecuting public corruption.
Aaron Ford has turned that off. It’s
like the Public Defender’s Office.
(See Sigal Chattah, Page 4)

STEVE SISOLAK

nesses needed any “help” in the
first place is because Sisolak was
choking the life out of them.
—“Expanded access to reproductive freedom by eliminating
barriers and investing in comprehensive family planning services.”
Why do they call it “reproductive freedom” when it’s actually
“NON-reproductive freedom”?
Anyone is free to reproduce and
many do.
Having unprotected sex is the
choice. The baby is the consequence. Abortion is the freedom
to avoid responsibility for a bad
(See Reign of Terror, Page 2)

Sisolak trumpets his reign of error

Watch my new interview with Trump YouTube banned

Nevada suddenly flipping red
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HORN NEWS — Democrats
have come to consider Nevada a
safe “blue” state — but all signs
suggest that pattern is about to
break.
And the Silver State could be
about to go red in a big way as
voters flee the Democratic Party.
The Nevada Independent says
2,300 Democrats have quit the party and re-registered as Republicans
over the past three months, and the
GOP has picked up another 5,000
non-partisan voter registration.
One analyst said it’s at least partly due to last week’s primaries as
voters switch parties to cast ballots
in races they care about.
This year, that includes a larger
number of GOP primaries.
“A lot of Republicans are throwing their hat into the primary race,”
Dan Lee, an assistant professor
of political science at UNLV told
the Nevada Independent. “With
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Quote of the Week:

“Those who expect to reap
the blessings of freedom,
must, like men, undergo the
fatigue of supporting it…”
—Bob Marley

Please Note:

Although the Las Vegas Tribune is open to all and sundry
opinions about what we publish,
we wish to inform all those who
choose to submit their opinions
in writing to refrain from threatening anyone about whom an
article is written or the writer of
the article. In other words, any
opinions containing threats will
not be published. We thank you
for adhering to this policy.

Mission Statement

We search for the truth, embrace the truth, and print the
truth. If we inadvertently print
something that is not true, we
will let our readers know. We are
open to documented information
to shed light on any issue of
concern to our readers. We are
of service to our community, and
it is our intention to serve our
community the best way we can.

all these options, you’re seeing all
this campaigning going on by these
primary candidates that’s going to
kind of stir up enthusiasm and …
mobilize voters to turn out to bolster the primaries — and part of that
is also going to draw some people
into the Republican primary.”
However, there’s more to it than
just primary voting.
Across the nation, there has

been widespread dissatisfaction
with how President Joe Biden has
handled just about everything, from
disastrous inflation levels to his
foreign policy mistakes on nearly
every continent.
That’s led to a voter realignment
— including in supposed “blue”
states, where Nevada is a perfect
case in point.
At the start of the year, Democratic voter enrollments outnumbered Republicans by 75,000.
Since then, the GOP has chipped
away at that edge.
Data from the secretary of state’s
office finds the Democratic Party
registration advantage has dropped
by nearly 15,000 votes, from 75,000
in January to 60,000 just last month.
That’s a startling change in
a state where Democrats have
enjoyed a long-running string of
success.
Nevada has a Democratic governor… two Democratic senators…
and three of the state’s four House
seats are currently held by Democrats.

Politico said earlier this year
that Nevada Democrats pulled off
a “risky” redistricting gambit that,
in a “safe” year, would ensure they
hold onto all three of those seats.
“But in a bad environment, that
redistricting decision means they
will be in danger of losing all of the
districts,” the website noted. “And
that’s the way the 2022 midterms
appear to be shaping up, with President Joe Biden’s approval rating in
the low 40s.”
Since that report in March,
Biden’s approval rating has continued to crater, with the FiveThirtyEight average now below 40 percent.
And House Democrats are in
panic mode.
They’ve already committed
more than $11 million in spending
to the Las Vegas media market,
according to Politico. That’s more
cash than they’ve so far put up
in any other media market in the
country — not to a traditional swing
district, and not in an attempt to
pickoff Republican seats.
It’s going to protect three seats

they once thought were safe.
It doesn’t appear to be working:
The Cook Political Report now
rates all three of those once-safe
House seats as “toss-ups.”
It’s not just the House seats.
Sen. Catherine Cortez Masto,
D-Nev., who easily won election
in 2016, is in the race of her life
against former state attorney general Adam Laxalt for a once-safe
seat Cook has also rated a tossup.
The attack ads are already starting.
The Democratic defections
could even cost the party control
over the governor’s mansion, with
a new poll showing that Gov.
Steve Sisolak… who just weeks
ago held a healthy lead in his quest
for reelection… is now essentially
tied with Clark County Sheriff Joe
Lombardo.
Nevada has recently been considered a safe blue state.
If early polling is any indication,
Democrats are in trouble… and
their problems won’t be limited to
Nevada come November.

a household name in Nevada. His
grandfather is former Governor and
U.S. Sen. Paul Laxalt. His father is
former U.S. Sen. Pete Domenici of
New Mexico, who died in 2017.
Laxalt will face incumbent

Democrat Catherine Cortez Masto,
a high-profile target for the GOP
in their hopes to take the Senate in
November.
Democratic Gov. Steve Sisolak
will face Clark County Sheriff Joe

Lombardo in November after the
Republican lawman handily defeated Joey Gilbert and 13 other candidates. Lombardo is another Nevada
candidate favored by Trump.
Former state lawmaker Jim
Marchant easily prevailed over
Jesse Haw and Richard Scotti in the
Republican primary for secretary
of state. Marchant has refuted the
2020 general election results and
campaigned on election integrity.
He received Trump’s endorsement.
Marchant will face Democrat
Francisco Aguilar, who ran uncontested.
In the state’s competitive 1st
Congressional District, Democratic incumbent Dina Titus will face
Mark Robertson after he won the
GOP primary Tuesday.

to vote by mail. All they had to do
was request an absentee ballot. To
mail ballots to people who didn’t
ask for them only makes it easier
to cheat, not easier to vote.
But of course, that’s exactly
what Sisolak wants.
—“Raised Nevada’s minimum
wage to lift Nevada’s hardworking
families.”
Raising the minimum wage
results in lots of minimum wage
workers losing their jobs completely. Those Nevadans are no

longer working hard. They’re not
working at all.
—Increased pay for Nevada’s
state workers
This is such a slap in the face of
Nevada’s NON-government workers. When Sisolak shut the state
down — closing small businesses
and sending tens of thousands of
Nevadans to the unemployment
line because he considered them
“non-essential” — no government
employees suffered the same fate.
I guess they were ALL “essen-

tial.”
So not only did they not suffer
like the rest of us, they got a raise
thanks to the tax dollars of all us
“non-essential” workers in the
private sector.
Nevadans will end this nightmare of a governorship in November.
*****
Chuck Muth is president of Citizen Outreach, publisher of Nevada
News & Views and blogs at MuthsTruths.com.

he endorsed McCarthy for House
Speaker. Trump’s answer? “I never endorsed McCarthy for House
Speaker, no, never did it. I only
endorsed him for re-election to his
seat in Congress.” Wait until you
hear the rest of his answer. I draw
the conclusion Trump is considering running for house Speaker and
leaving his options open. B-I-G
news!
—Trump agreed with me that
Biden will almost certainly not run
for re-election in 2024. I believe
most Americans agree Biden is
finished, but to hear Trump himself
say it, is still shocking and refreshing. No other national politician
is willing to tell the raw truth like
Trump.
—Trump brought up Ashli Babbitt’s terrible death at the January
6 protest. He all but labeled it as
“murder by a Capitol policeman.”
—I called the Jan 6th Congressional Committee hearings a
“communist show trial.” Trump
labeled it as a “kangaroo court and
witch-hunt.”
—Trump agreed with me when I
said Bill Barr was a terrible pick for
Attorney General and a RINO from
day one. Trump blamed poor advice
from someone he trusted. Trump
said “Barr was so afraid of being
impeached that he didn’t want to
do anything. I got impeached twice
and my numbers went up.”
—Trump and I discussed wheth-

er this Biden disaster is due to
incompetence, or the purposeful,
intentional destruction of America
by Biden’s radical, communist,
traitor handlers.
—Trump compared what’s happening in America to the destruction of Venezuela.
—Finally, I told Trump that I
don’t know if America will exist in
2024. Trump responded with pure
honesty, “That’s actually the much
bigger question… will the country
(exist). There’s been more damage
done in past year and half… than
in the worst 25 years in America’s
history (combined).”
WATCH THE TRUMP INTERVIEW — Go to: https://rumble.com/v18lbhh-wayne-allynroot-with-new-revelations-latesteye-opening-interview-with-pre.
html?mref=ah9c7&mrefc=2&fbclid=IwAR1uuNw13REik7dv_WQC9MoPle8Aj_Pa8exXFK5L016e45wurhckXrO0Sfg
Wayne Allyn Root is known as
“the Conservative Warrior.” “The
Great Patriot Protest & Boycott
Book” is Wayne’s new #1 bestseller.
Wayne is a CEO, entrepreneur and
host of the nationally-syndicated
“Wayne Allyn Root: Raw & Unfiltered” aired daily in Las Vegas on
KMZQ, 670 AM from 3 p.m. to 7
p.m. and the “WAR RAW” podcast.
Read Wayne’s commentaries and
see his videos at ROOTforAmerica.
com

Trump-endorsed candidates claim
Republican wins in Nevada primary

By Cole Lauterbach
The Center Square
Nevada Republicans who received former President Donald
Trump’s endorsement fared well
Tuesday in the state’s primary
election.
Total turnout in the Silver State’s
primary remained anemic as of
Wednesday morning, with the secretary of state’s office reporting 18
percent in total turnout. The 2020
primary election saw a 30 percent
total turnout.
Former state Attorney General
Adam Laxalt prevailed over political newcomer Sam Brown in the
GOP primary for U.S. Senate.
Laxalt was endorsed by Trump
and U.S. Senate Minority Leader
Mitch McConnell. He benefits from

Reign of Terror
(Continued from Page 1)
decision after the fact.
—“Increased voting accessibility by expanding automatic voter
registration and making voting by
mail or in-person easier than ever.”
“Automatic voter registration”
at the DMV has resulted in THOUSANDS of Nevadans having their
party registration changed without
their knowledge, let alone permission.
It’s never been “hard” to vote.
Nevadans have always had the right

Wayne Allyn Root
(Continued from Page 1)
won’t allow you to watch it. I’m
banned for life by Twitter. I’m
still on Facebook, but I’m heavily
shadow banned- and this Trump
interview can’t be seen by anyone.
How do I know? There’s not one
comment under the video at Facebook. Out of hundreds of millions
of people on FB every day, not one
person chose to comment?
But here’s the most remarkable
story of all. My friend, financial
expert, CEO of VRAinsider.com,
and sponsor of my national radio
show Kip Herriage posted the video of my interview with the 45th
president of the United States at
his YouTube account. Within one
hour the video was removed by
YouTube, then his company was
banned by YouTube. In America.
Because he posted an interview
with the President of the United
States?
Can you even imagine any social
media site in the world removing
and banning an interview with
President Barack Obama? Or President Bill Clinton? Who removes
and bans videos of interviews with
a former President of the United
States? For what reason?
Have you ever heard of anything
like this in your life? In Americathe land of free speech? Johnny can
claim to be Jane, and he gets to go
to the girl’s bathroom and play girls
sports. His free speech is so import-

ant, he can sue you for using the
wrong pronoun. Gay men can force
a Christian baker to bake a cake
with an offensive sexual symbol on
it, or the state fines them $100,000.
That’s how important their free
speech is. Your children are being
brainwashed by transgender ideology to change their sexual identity
— in kindergarten. But you’re not
allowed to see an interview with the
45th President of the United States.
Just think about that for a moment.
Boy are these tyrants scared to
death of Trump.
What are they scared of? That
you might like Trump? That he
might make too much sense? You
might hear too much raw truth?
That what he says might spur a
revolution to remove communist
tyrants and traitors from office? I
vote for “ALL OF THE ABOVE.”
The Founding Fathers are rolling over in their graves. Hitler,
Stalin and Castro are cheering.
And George Orwell is saying, “I
warned you.”
Now to the interview itself. You
can watch below, but here are the
highlights to look and listen for…
—I asked Trump about my idea
that he run for House Speaker after
a GOP midterm landslide victory
in November. I explained why we
need him to lead the impeachment
of Biden and Kamala — because
“Milquetoast McCarthy” will never
get the job done. I asked him why
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Juneteenth is a National Holiday in America
By Katherine Duncan
Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
Juneteenth is a National Holiday
in America. I asked myself, “What
is a fitting way to commemorate
this day?” I saw lots of programs
planned for fun but I was looking for a more spiritual activity
that would allow me to reflect on
the enormity of the holiday that
celebrated the “End of Slavery in
America.”
I thought about the role our
State of Nevada played in bringing
about an end to the Civil War, being “battle born.” The manpower
and funding that was sent from
Nevada to bring about an end to
the 1865 war by Abraham Lincoln
was staggering.
The Nevada Veterans Memorial
is a National Tribute to all who
fought the battles and wars for our
country.
I was, at first, surprised to see
that the Civil War soldier was depicted as a young Caucasian man.
When I kneeled to thank him for
his sacrifice a wave of energy took
over my very being causing me to
cry profusely. I repented because
I had never thanked the families
of the many white union soldiers
who sacrificed their lives to free my
Black ancestors and their families
from the atrocities of slavery.
Juneteenth must include recon-

Leslie Rigney, Executive Director, Universal Peace Federation, in her prayer emphasized that mental health
centered on restoring the families should be our most urgent activity. Dr. and Mrs. Eric Richardson prayed for
everyone to take personal responsibility for repenting and for forgiveness for the atrocities of our ancestors.
Pastor Antono Bowen prayed for unity and understanding as a way to mutual prosperity. Pastor Gordon Fox
asked for a more forgiving heart that he could overcome hatred. Sang Moo Borneman prayed for a peaceful
future based on all of God’s children. John Winters prayed to find ways to honor all fathers, especially slave
descendant fathers who struggle with a system designed to reverse their natural position in the family.
ciliation and healing. We need to the wrongdoings of their ancestors people for the conditions of their
pray for forgiveness for the white and understand “collective” and schools, financial institutions,
ancestors who were slave owners “inherited” sins.
health care systems and criminal
that terrorized and bred a whole
The descendants of slaves must justice systems. The people who are
new slavery culture into America. repent for the finger pointing, the alive today didn’t set this country
Their descendants must atone for blaming and the accusing of white on its slavery foundation. It was

Observations

(Continued from Page 1)
bid, passionate supporters. But in
such a large multi-candidate field
— in which only Michele Fiore was
selfless enough to drop out and run
for a different seat — the writing
was pretty much on the wall.
Joey, if he wants it, can have
a VERY bright political future. If
Lombardo beats Sisolak, maybe we
can get him appointed to the Boxing
Commission!
Speaking of Fiore, she crushed
Manny Kess — who for some reason thought dressing up in drag and
producing a god-awful video trying
to ridicule Fiore was a brilliant
move. And his sour grapes tweet
last night calling Fiore “disgusting”
was stupid on steroids.
Unlike Gilbert, Manny’s political future in Nevada is probably
over.
Understandably, my favorite
result last night was Sigal Chattah
(disclaimer: a client) blowing Tisha
Black out of the water. I mean, it
wasn’t even close — 51 percent to
39 percent. And as Megan Barth
of the Nevada Globe (you should
be reading the Globe every day!)
reported, Chattah won 15 out of
17 counties, losing only barely in
Eureka and Mineral counties.
Tisha NEVER should have gotten into this race. She was talked
into it by the GOP Establishment
in the Carson City swamp, which
bet on Black and ended up crapping out.
All Tisha did was drain Chattah’s bank account of money that
could have been used to defeat
soft-on-crime Democrat Attorney
General Aaron Ford in the general.
She also did significant damage to
her cousin, Annie Black (disclaimer: a client), in Annie’s race for
Congress.
Tisha’s the one who donated all
that money to Democrats over the
years — including Harry Reid and
Sisolak — not Annie. But I saw a
lot of traffic on social media and
emails in which voters got the two
confused and said they wouldn’t
vote for Annie because they thought
SHE was the one who made those
donations.
Annie ran a helluva campaign
and has an army of loyal, passionate
supporters within her Assembly district. But the congressional district
was much larger and lot of voters
simply didn’t know her, while Sam
Peters had been running for the seat
for almost four years.
In hindsight, things might have
been different had Annie gotten into

the race months sooner. But the fact
that the Democrats didn’t redraw
the district lines until last November was a big problem. She didn’t
know if she’d be drawn into the 4th
Congressional District or not.
While the loss is certainly a bitter pill to swallow, Annie went out
with class. She’s already endorsed
Peters and already wrote a check
to his campaign…just as she said
she would do on Monday if things
didn’t go her way.
You haven’t heard the last of
Annie Black.
Not surprisingly, Adam Laxalt
won the primary for Nevada’s U.S.
Senate seat. He had it ALL… name
ID, a record in office, an experienced campaign team, a boatload
of money — including over a
million dollars in third-party/PAC
independent expenditures — plus
the endorsements of Donald Trump
and other DC elected officials.
Under the circumstances, his opponent, Sam Brown, did a heckuva
lot better than he should have or
anyone expected. The simple fact
is, Goliath beats David more often
than the other way around.
Sam’s a class act and true American hero. You haven’t heard the last
of him either. And while I certainly
have strong reservations about
Adam, I’ll take him any day ending
in “y” over Democrat incumbent
Sen. Catherine Cortez-Biden.
In Nevada’s 3rd Congressional
District, April Becker crushed it
with over 65 percent of the vote
despite a pair of candidates who
jumped into the race for no reason
other than to fatten the wallets of
some political consultants.
In fact, one of the consultants
actually threatened April that they
would put a candidate in the race
against her if she didn’t hire them.
She didn’t. They did. And April
mopped the floor with them.
April is, without a doubt, the
GOP candidate with the absolute best chance to oust a sitting
Democrat congress-critter in the
general election. Her general election opponent, Susie Lee-Biden, is
perhaps the most uninspiring and
unaccomplished Democrat on the
ballot… unless you consider $5/
gallon for gas, empty store shelves,
a neighborhood crime wave and
a wide-open border “accomplishments.”
Lee-Biden is going down in
November. You heard it here first.
In Nevada’s 2nd Congressional
District, Rep. Mark Amodei handily turned back a late challenge by

Danny Tarkanian.
While Tark had a legitimate
beef that Amodei’s voting record
wasn’t as conservative as it could
be considering this is a safe GOP
district, the fact is Amodei has
been representing the district for a
long time while Tark only moved
to northern Nevada a couple years
ago.
Having lived in Carson City for
a few years, I can guarantee you
a lot of northern Nevadans want
nothing to do with anyone from
southern Nevada.
In addition, Amodei is positioned for some plum committee
assignments, based on his seniority,
should Republicans not blow the
opportunity to win back control of
the House in November. And, well,
people just like him. And voters
tend to vote for people they like.
In the multi-candidate primary
field for the 1st Congressional
District, Mark Robertson came
out on top. Good guy and solid
base among the LDS community.
But beating Titus in this Democrat-majority district is gonna be
real tough — especially after she
blew her own primary opponent
out of the water.

Couple more…
Stavros Anthony bested Tony
Grady in the lieutenant governor’s
race. I really like Tony, but I like
Stavros as well. I could certainly
live with either. And believe Stavros has a great chance to win this
seat in the general.
Jim Marchant came out on top
in a crowded race for Secretary of
State. Not a surprise. He latched
onto the “election fraud” issue and
ran that horse to the finish line in a
GOP primary where that issue was
on the minds of a lot Republican
voters. But I worry about his ability to translate that into a general
election win.
Andy Matthews didn’t have a
primary opponent in the race for
state Controller and will face former Democrat Assemblywoman
Ellen Spiegel in the general. His
chances look good, but not a slam
dunk.
A lot of local and legislative
races are still too close to call, so
I’ll wait ‘til later once more results
are finalized to assess what went
down. But I’ll leave with this one…
Drew Johnson, a rock-solid
conservative if there ever was one,
blew out the GOP primary compe-

their ancestors.
We must find a way for descendants of slaves who are still caught
up in criminal justice systems to
be freed. We must reconnect to
traditional medicine and foods to
free ourselves from chemical addictions. We must nurture healthy children to maturity that can produce
healthy families. We must learn financial literacy, property ownership
and the language of the business
community. We must regain our
heavenly spirit so as to overcome
victimhood. Healing starts with
learning and understanding how
the condition occurred and what the
condition really is! America needs
to admit what happened.
Rev. Sun M. Moon visited the
area that is now Nevada Veterans
Memorial in 1965 and declared it
Holy Ground. It is fitting that this
Holy Ground now contains the
Governor’s Las Vegas Office and
the Veterans Memorial. He came
to America to save it from racism
and it was his Universal Peace
Federation that answered the call
to prayer at the Juneteenth Sunrise
Prayer, 5:23AM, Nevada Veterans
Memorial, June 19, 2022.
Let’s make Juneteenth a day
to educate all people about what
happened, and then the process of
reconciliation can begin. This is the
beginning to creating lasting peace.

tition in the Clark County Commission District F race despite some
gutter politics leveled against him.
He’ll now go on to face off with one
of the most anti-gun Democrats in
the state, Justin Jones.
Drew is probably the only Republican with a legitimate chance to
pick up a seat on the all-Democrat
commission this year — though
Marco Hernandez’ “independent”
challenge to incumbent Tick Segerblom in November could be
interesting.
But that’ll depend, in large part,
on whether or not Republicans are
smart enough to recognize their
nominee has absolutely no chance
to win this seat and instead rally
behind Marco who only barely lost
to Tick four years ago.
If Republicans want to oust the
father of Harry Reid International
Airport, this is the ONLY way.
But it will depend on Republicans
blowing an opportunity to blow an
opportunity.
Uh-oh.
*****
Chuck Muth is president of
Citizen Outreach, publisher of
Nevada News & Views and blogs
at MuthsTruths.com
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The seven Senate seats most likely to flip in 2022

By Max Greenwood
The Hill
Democrats are fighting tooth and
nail to hold on to their ultra-narrow
Senate majority this year in a midterm election cycle that has several
of the party’s most vulnerable incumbents facing voters amid rising
inflation and surging gas prices.
Republicans need to net just one
new seat this year to reclaim control
of the upper chamber. Still, Democrats are more optimistic about their
chances of holding their Senate
majority than they are their House
majority and are eyeing several opportunities to flip GOP-held seats.
Here are the seven Senate seats
most likely to flip in November:
Nevada
Sen. Catherine Cortez Masto
(D) is set to face off against former
state Attorney General Adam Laxalt
in November after the Trump-endorsed candidate clinched the GOP
nomination this week.
While Cortez Masto is an adept campaigner in her own right
— she’s a former chair of the
Democratic Senatorial Campaign
Committee (DSCC) and a political
mentee of the late Senate Majority
Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.) —
she’s also facing a tough environment in a state that in many ways
epitomizes some of the biggest
challenges facing Democrats this
year.
Nevada has some of the highest
gas prices in the country and the
state’s economy — which depends
heavily on tourism — took a hit as
the COVID-19 pandemic prompted shutdowns of hotels, bars and
restaurants.
At the same time, the Senate race

Sen. Catherine Cortez Masto (D) is set to face off against former
state Attorney General Adam Laxalt in November after the
Trump-endorsed candidate clinched the GOP nomination.
in Nevada is expected to test DemKelly does have the advantage
ocrats’ resilience among Latino of incumbency and isn’t facing any
voters, who make up a significant primary opposition. Meanwhile,
share of the state’s electorate. While half a dozen Republicans are vying
those voters have long been a key for their party’s Senate nomination,
Democratic constituency, there including state Attorney General
have been signs in recent years that Mark Brnovich, businessman Jim
Lamon and venture capitalist Blake
that may be starting to change.
Arizona
Masters, who scored Trump’s enSen. Mark Kelly (D) narrowly dorsement earlier this month.
ousted former Sen. Martha McSalBut despite the fact that Demly (R) in a 2020 special election, ocrats currently hold both of Arwinning a Senate seat that hadn’t izona’s Senate seats, the state is
been held by a Democrat in more far from a Democratic stronghold.
than 50 years.
Early polling shows Kelly outNow, he’s running for his first performing his top Republican
full term in the upper chamber. And
while he has the fundraising chops
and personal narrative of a top-tier
candidate, he’s facing voters in a
much different political environment than he did two years ago.
By Steve Sanson
Veterans in Politics
Patsy Brown has many titles that
she
holds. Brown is an entrepre(personal protective equipment)
neur,
businesswoman, a lawyer, a
merchandise from Dubai and he
mother,
a wife, and a friend to many
did anyway; and it turned out to
Clark
County
residents.
be garbage. You know, people are
Brown
is
also
a Community Adgetting paid. I don’t think that’s
vocate
and
her
intellect
is beyond
a big leap to say that people are
her
years.
She
gets
it!
getting paid, and you know, when
On the day of the Veterans In
you specifically violate the CDC
Politics
Endorsement Interview,
recommendations, there’s an issue
Brown
decided
to advocate for
there. And I believe where there’s
Nevada
Veterans
in Pahrump by
smoke, there’s fire.
securing
land
to
build
affordable
How will you persuade Democrat voters to vote for you over
Aaron Ford?
Because here’s the thing: Democrats, Republicans, Independents,
all care about one thing: They want
their family safe, and they want
to be able to feed their children.
Okay? Aaron Ford has failed in
both. Okay? When the Governor
issued the [mandate about] essential/non-essential businesses, he let
them get away with that. I mean, 35
percent of small businesses were
shut down and [are] never coming
back. Okay? These are nonpartisan
issues that have nothing to do with
politics. Public safety and [protecting]… your family: These are
nonpartisan issues. Do you think
when somebody comes to rob your
house, they care whether you’re a
Democrat or a Republican? They’re
going to come for you. They’re
going to come for whatever they
can take out of your house. Okay?
These are nonpartisan issues. The
failure of Aaron Ford as Attorney
General results in the lack of public
safety that we see today. Whether
it’s not providing sufficient funding
for our police officers — he’s the
top cop — he should work more
with Sisolak and the legislature to
ensure that our police department
has sufficient funding. And during
these times, okay, he should have
put that into overdrive. That’s one
of the major differences between
Aaron Ford and I, and that’s why
the law enforcement is backing me
because they know that I will ensure that every county has sufficient
funding to satisfy the need of their
population.
What are your views in regard
to restorative justice and defunding the police
I think restorative justice is
where all the problems start, whether you call it restorative justice
[or] whether you call it corrective
justice… I mean, you’re either willfully ignorant or you’re deliberately
trying to destroy our state. So, obviously, one of the things that I will
ensure is that every county has substantial funding to satisfy what they
need. Because when I went on my
“Top Cop Tour” in 17 counties in
10 days, what I heard was that every
county had a shortfall of officers.
And when you have a shortfall of
officers, what happens is the public
suffers. So, I’m absolutely against
defunding the police.

challengers in hypothetical headto-head match-ups. Still, a tough
political climate for Democrats and
a motivated GOP voter base this fall
could turn the tables on him.
Pennsylvania
Sen. Pat Toomey’s (R) retirement and President Biden’s narrow
victory in the Keystone State in
2020 have transformed Pennsylvania into perhaps the most competitive battleground of the midterm
elections, offering Democrats one
of few opportunities this year to
take control of a GOP-held Senate
seat.
Democrats have coalesced
around Lt. Gov. John Fetterman’s
Senate bid. He easily won the party’s nomination last month, beating
out his main rival, Rep. Conor
Lamb (D), by a 32-point margin.
Former President Trump’s endorsed candidate, celebrity physician Mehmet Oz, clinched the Republican nomination, but only after
a recount. Ultimately, he defeated
his top primary opponent, former
hedge fund CEO David McCormick, by fewer than 1,000 votes.
The race between Fetterman and
Oz is still in its infancy, but a USA
Today Network-Suffolk University
poll released this week showed the
Democratic lieutenant governor
leading by a 9-point margin. Fetterman and his party are facing a
difficult political environment this
year, though, and there’s still time
for Oz to solidify his support among

Republican voters.
Georgia
Sen. Raphael Warnock (D)
pulled off a major victory last year,
beating out former Sen. Kelly Loeffler (R) in a hotly contested runoff
election that helped Democrats
reclaim the Senate majority.
Holding on to his seat this year,
however, is likely to prove more
challenging. Democrats are up
against strong political headwinds
nationally and his Republican rival,
former football star Herschel Walker, faced little serious opposition in
the state’s May 24 Senate primary.
Both parties are already spending heavily to win the Senate seat
in Georgia, and early polling in
the general election suggests an
exceedingly tight race. A survey
from Eastern Carolina University
released this week showed Warnock
and Walker tied at 46 percent.
Warnock has a major financial
advantage in the race; his latest
federal filing shows him with nearly
$23 million in the bank to Walker’s
$7.1 million. But Georgia’s status
as a political battleground is still
relatively new, and Republicans
believe that the state stands a good
chance of swinging back in their
direction this November.
Wisconsin
Outside of Pennsylvania, the
Senate race in Wisconsin is one of
Democrats’ best chances of flipping
a Republican-held seat.
(See Most Likely to Flip, Page 6)

PATSY BROWN

veterans’ homes. Brown sacrificed
an opportunity in gaining our endorsement for her campaign and
instead became the voice for our
military veterans. Brown has a heart
of gold; she continues to give back
to our community and is always
willing to sacrifice herself for the
greater good…
With that said, it gives me a
unique honor and a positive look
toward the future of Clark County
to personally endorse Patsy Brown
as our next Clark County Public
Administrator.

Patsy Brown as our next Clark
County Public Administrator

Sigal Chattah
(Continued from Page 1)
And I’ll tell you: Coming from
two decades of being in criminal
defense, he has failed to protect
Nevadans …; and you know, he
doesn’t understand that you can be
tough on crime without violating
the Constitution; and he has been
extremely hostile to law enforcement. I’m a proponent of law
enforcement.
One of the things that I think
caused Tisha her race is that, I think,
she has repeated this narrative that
because I was in criminal defense
that I undermine law enforcement.
And at the end of the day, I’m the
one who walked away with all the
endorsements from law enforcement because there is a mutual
understanding, okay, when you are
on opposite sides of the courtroom,
that the job is to prove a case beyond a reasonable doubt and to get
a verdict… that is the prosecutor’s
job. And I am a defense attorney
through and through, and I don’t
carry water for my opponents. And
if they can’t meet those burdens of
proof, that’s not my problem, that’s
theirs. And that is an understanding,
you know, of what law enforcement
understands. Right. They know
that, and you know, again, to go
back to Aaron Ford, he doesn’t
have that understanding. When he
walked into office, he couldn’t even
define ‘larceny.’ Okay. Not only can
I define ‘larceny,’ I have a very deep
understanding of racketeering and
RICO and those predicate offenses
that will help mete out public corruption in the state.
What would be your number
one priority serving as attorney
general?
First, of all, public corruption.
You know, I say that my office
will issue more Marcum Notices
(notice given to the defendant’s
counsel that the District Attorney
will take his case to a Grand Jury)
than any AG before because I got
into this race not for political reasons. I got into this race to mete
out the garbage in the State of
Nevada, and that’s what I’m going
to do. And you know, government
transparency is an essential part of
living in a civilized society. And if
we could look at the latest: lawyers,
privacy, and recently, Northshore
Labs — where’s the investigation
on that? Where is the Grand Jury
being empaneled on that? You
know, there was blatant corruption,
and nobody is doing anything. And
I tend to believe that Aaron Ford is
smack dab in the middle of that. So,
you know, there is no government
transparency in this administration.
There hasn’t been transparency in
this administration. You know, you
had the CDC (Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention) that specifically instructed Steve Sisolak
(Nevada Governor) not to use PPE

Stavros ANTHONY
for Lieutenant Governor

As Lieutenant Governor, Stavros Anthony will
focus on economic development with an emphasis
on small business, public safety across the state
and safe communities, promoting and advancing
tourism, and oversight of the Nevada State Senate.
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Open Letter to the Clark
County Commissioners

The Return of BLAQKAT

By Comiesha Monica
Las Vegas Tribune
I can honestly say I miss you.
Time is the most valuable thing
we have these days; however, the
moment in time is yet but a glimpse
of reality for most. It ﬂies, it passes,
and it disappears like it never existed. The only thing we have left of
the precious jewel is the memory,
if we can remember.
During the time away from
the Las Vegas Tribune, the loss of
someone I love destroyed my soul.
With no one to cry to, the tears were
held inside knowing there were no
last words like “I love you.”
There goes that time thing again,
almost wishing you can have it
back. With no magic genie around,
the sadness cuts deep knowing it
will never be granted. Although
wanting to keep the relationship
private, something like a father
and daughter, his “pain in his ass,”
as he would call me, but I was his
Monica.
Devastated by the loss of you,
the silence in the back office is
dreadful. You can no longer hear
me complain about you eating Bavarian cream donuts or apple fritters
with chocolate milk for breakfast
or me asking you if I need to lose
weight. You always answered with
love, “Maybe a little bit,” said with
a wink and a grin; then our laughter
roared.
The word friend will not suf-

COMIESHA MONICA
ﬁce as a word to describe you; it
devalues your relationship to me
— it was more like being provided
something you did not know you
needed. Love is surprising in that
way; it shows up when you least
expect it. To be honest, I did not
understand how much I missed you
until I started writing this, one of
my least favorite things to do.
Now that you’re gone, coming
to terms with it, is where that time
thing shows up again. Always calculating how long, what day, and
remembering the moment you left.
Time being my reminder always,
knowing no words were exchanged
and none will ever be again. There
goes that time thing again. Although people act as if it should
be something easy to get over, it’s
not when you really love someone.

Waste Machine

(Continued from Page 1)
just can’t stomach watching those
hundreds of thousands of tourist
dollars failing to pass through their
tills FIRST. So they must call on
their water boys and water girls on
the BCC and State Legislature to
assassinate the 10,000 young and
the inﬁrm ‘thieves.’
Of course, there is much more
to this story, none of it good for
those of us who want to innovate,
experiment, work hard, do great
things in our lives, etc. Nevertheless, that’s the Las Vegas that I have
known since I was a ﬁve-year-old
in 1945 riding horses (I may have
been a few years older for that)
and the bumper cars at the Last
Frontier hotel which sat way out
in the desert located across Las
Vegas Boulevard from the Wynn
Hotel. I remember the night that
Benjamin Siegel opened the ﬁrst of
what he envisioned to be eventually
50 resorts along the LA highway
south of Sahara (then a dirt road
named Francisco or San Francisco),
also way out in the desert. Yes, for
you purists the only other casino
located outside of the City of Las
Vegas, was located at that corner
(Francisco and LA highway), but it
didn’t have any horses or bumper
cars — only a very secretive and
elegant showroom that I don’t think
I ever visited and that would end by
burning down.
Those, at the 70+ years that
have followed, were the cooperative times in Las Vegas. We, the
people, welcomed the casinos and

the casinos took care of us. The
BCC, among the truly stupid and/
or truly nefarious things that it has
engaged in lately, pulled down
the curtain on those decades of
cooperation and unfathomable joy
yesterday by pitting its monolithic
self on the side of the fat and lazy
and much-too-rich and deceptive
welfare bums.
It was MGM President William Hornbuckle, who laid down
the gauntlet at an October 2016
meeting of the Southern Nevada
Tourism Infrastructure Committee
(SNTIC) by proclaiming that he
didn’t want every weekend in Las
Vegas to be a New Years Party.
He only wanted the rich people
coming to his hotels and to Las
Vegas. ‘Rich’ (and he never used
that word, but the implication was
unmistakable) in 20l6 was deﬁned
as people who would pay $150 per
night (vs. the $120 average room
rate at the time). The SINTIC had
just handed Sheriff Joe “the police
of Orlando did a fantastic Job at the
Orlando Pulse Nightclub” Lombardo $200,000,000 of taxpayer funds
so Metro could act as the “private”
security force on the Strip! And
County Chai/SNTIC vice chair (?)
was about to reveal success in the
creation of Vegas’ ﬁrst hotel cartel.
It is that cartel that demands every tourist dollar pass ﬁrst through
its undeserving craws. It is that
cartel that buys off the Legislature
and BCC that we elect. It is that
cartel that doesn’t give a damn
about the 10,000 very hard-working

This article is dedicated to you.
You deserve my undivided attention. There is no need to write about
my disastrous experience with the
Clark County Election this week
refusing my signatures to run for
Congress for an incorrect mistake
on behalf of the Secretary of State.
One devastation at a time is all my
heart can handle right now.
Here is one thing I know for
sure: I can guarantee the world, you
would have been raising hell for me
and ready for a ﬁght. Well, you did
not totally leave me alone I must
admit; the other half of your family
dynamic, the little ﬁrecracker Perly,
is ready to explode at any given
time, if anyone comes our way. Just
like you used to remind everyone,
what you would say also holds true
for your sibling twin: “Just because
she talks with an accent does not
mean she thinks with an accent.”
Period.
This is for you, Mi PADRE, My
Conﬁdant, and My Mentor. Thank
you for your presence in my life, the
moment in time and the glimpse of
memory I will never forget. There
goes that time thing again. Love,
Your Monica. “That is it and that
is all, until we meet again, See you
next week.” Dueces.
*****
Comiesha Monica a.k.a.
BLAQKAT, Ladi of the KNYTE, can
be reached at comiesha@hotmail.
com and 702-666-5456.

entrepreneurial short-term rental
hosts and, in fact, would like to
see them (people who resemble in
many ways the people who came
in the 1950s, ‘60s, ‘70s, and ‘80s
to create the miracle in the desert
that the William Hornbuckles of
our times want to feed off. It is that
cartel that runs the grossly incompetent (and occasionally brilliant)
LVCVA (Las Vegas Convention
and Visitor Authority). LVCVA is
at the root of not enough tourists,
not enough room income for one
simple reason: its incompetence!
Most people think that our tourist
industry is just doing ﬁne, but it is
NOT. From 39,000,000 visitors in
2007 our highest number of visitors
is 42,000,000! That’s less that .3
percent (3 tenths of one percent)
increase per year. This calamity is
occurring on a globe that has seen a
5 percent per year increase per year
(because, let’s face it, tourism is the
best industry on earth.)
Obviously outdated incompetents and their greedy self-interested water boys and water girls are
ruining it. How does the number
one tourist destination on earth
grow at one sixteenth the rate of
the world around it? The members
of the BCC won’t even discuss that
and are carrying us, long term, into
the debacle of the USA Midwest
of the ‘70s. But that is because we
keep electing “people” who are
willing to scapegoat 10,000 rather
than even discuss the incompetence
of the resorts or even force them
to taste the bitter fruit of their own
laziness and incompetence.

Re: Proposed Clark County ShortTerm Rental Ordinance — Item 78

June 17, 2022
Dear Clark County Commissioners:
As the largest short term rental association in the State, the Greater
Las Vegas STR Association (GLVSTRA) speaks and advocates on
behalf of the short-term rental community.
Through our advocacy efforts, we have been able to meet local
and state public ofﬁcials and staff, hosting platforms like Airbnb and
Expedia/VRBO, the host community, local small business owners,
and neighbors in our communities to create a more inclusive and
productive conversation on short-term rentals.
While the terms “short-term rental,” “short-term vacation rental,”
or “vacation rental home” may be modern terms and while the practice of renting a home or space in a home to strangers or travelers
may seem new to some today, the fact is that these types of homes
and the practice of allowing people not related to the homeowner or
travelers to rent these homes or a space in these homes has existed
since the time when humans started moving from place to place and
throughout history as homes evolved to the units we know today
and as people began travelling for work, business, and/or vacation.
In early America, when Colonists arrived to the New World they
were hosted by Native Americans. As more people arrived to settled
in the New World, they too relied on using other people’s home or
spaces in their home for lodging. For centuries, since the time people
began to travel whether by foot, horse, wagon, train, auto, or plane
for work or pleasure, people have always needed a place to stay and
homeowners across the United States have always welcomed these
travelers in their homes without issues and/or government intrusion.
Today, this practice has continued and what we have seen is local
and State government rushing to deprive homeowners the ability to
continue this practice for the sole reason of protecting the corporate
proﬁts of the hotel industry under the guise of protecting neighborhoods. Here in Nevada and in Clark County, public ofﬁcials at the
local and state level are engaged in a war against property owners of
short-term rentals in their efforts to protect the resort hotels’ proﬁts.
Democratic Assemblywoman Rochelle Nguyen’s State Bill
(AB363) voted by the majority-controlled Democratic Nevada Legislature and signed into law by Governor Sisolak last year attacked
Nevada homeowner’s property rights and deprived many individual
Nevadans and their families the ability to earn income from the rental
of their private property.
Seniors on a ﬁxed income, culinary workers who have still yet to
get their full-time job back, families struggling to make ends meet,
veterans, empty-nesters, disabled individuals who can’t work a regular job, the working poor who have to have multiple jobs, minorities
of all colors and genders who through short-term renting can ﬁnally
see the light at the end of the economic tunnel, regular folks who
have taken their life savings to invest in a property or two to be able
to send their kids off to college, afford the high cost of prescription
drugs and healthcare, to keep a roof over their head, to cover bills,
and save for a descent retirement.
These are the people who are doing short-term renting. No, they
are not millionaires or billionaires, charging $10,000 a night for their
rental as some of you claim. The vast majority are descent average
people simply trying to close the wage gap and create a better future
for themselves and their families.
These are the people your overly-aggressive regulations will hurt.
Regulations that do not address neighbor concerns but simply take
away people’s ability to earn a decent living.
These are the people the State of Nevada and Clark County,
through these heavy-handed regulations are going after with proposed
ﬁnes of $1,000 up to $10,000 per day and the threat of criminal
charges for the simple crime of renting their home for less than 31
days. This is how far our State and Clark County Democratic ofﬁcials
are willing to go to protect the resort hotels. The resort hotels should
not be the only ones beneﬁting from our state’s tourism economy! It’s
time you also look out for average folks too and nurture economic
opportunities like short-term renting that gives average individuals
a shot at a better economic future!
With inﬂation currently at a near 40-year high and a looming recession, taking away this valuable source of income from 80 percent
of these currently-operating short-term rental owners should be the
last thing you should be looking to vote in favor of.
Yours Truly,
Jacqueline Flores, Founder
Greater Las Vegas STR Association (GLVSTRA)

Multilingual
SERVICES

Immigration • Translations • Divorces
Notary • Income Tax • Tickets • Rent of U-Haul
Nevada Health Card • Job Applications • and more
Hablo Español
716 S. 10th Street
Las Vegas, NV 89101

Perly Viasmensky
702-337-8277
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Challengers against pro-impeachment
Republicans smell blood in the water

By Emily Brooks
The Hill
Rep. Tom Rice’s (S.C.) loss to
state Rep. Russell Fry last week
marked the first primary defeat
among the 10 House Republicans
who voted to impeach former
President Trump, invigorating
other Trump-backed challengers
as the political futures of four more
incumbents who voted to impeach
hang in the balance.
The marquee race will be
Rep. Liz Cheney (Wyo.) versus
Trump-endorsed candidate Harriet
Hageman, an attorney and former
national committeewoman for the
Republican National Committee
who also has the support of more
than 100 House Republicans,
including Minority Leader Kevin
McCarthy (Calif.).
But before the Cheney-Hageman race on Aug. 16, primaries on
Aug. 2 in Michigan and Washington
state will test the strength of Trump
endorsements against Reps. Peter

Meijer (Mich.), Dan Newhouse
(Wash.) and Jaime Herrera Beutler
(Wash.).
Fry’s outright win of the vote in
the solidly red South Carolina district encompassing Myrtle Beach
came as a surprise to some political observers. Rice outraised Fry
and spent nearly three times what
Fry did on his campaign. Internal
surveys from the Fry campaign
and a Trafalgar poll showed Fry
with double-digit leads over Rice,

Trump says he hasn’t asked
DeSantis if he’s running in
2024: “I think I would win”

By Max Greenwood
The Hill
Former President Trump isn’t
sure if Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis
will run for the GOP presidential
nomination in 2024, but he says
he’s confident that he would beat
him if he does.
“I don’t know if Ron is running,
and I don’t ask him,” Trump told
The New Yorker in an interview.
“It’s his prerogative. I think I would
win.”
Of course, it’s not the first time
Trump has fired a warning shot at
DeSantis, a former congressman
who has risen to prominence among
Republicans in recent years as he
uses his perch in the Florida governor’s mansion to pursue a laundry
list of ultra-conservative policies.
Trump has repeatedly teased a
2024 presidential bid since leaving
the White House last year. In his
interview with The New Yorker,
he said that he was “very close
to making a decision” on another
campaign.
Still, DeSantis’s own potential
political ambitions have irked
Trump, who endorsed him during
his 2018 gubernatorial bid and
believes that he is responsible for
DeSantis’s political success.
DeSantis has also repeatedly
refused to rule out a presidential
bid, declining on multiple occasions to say whether he would run
if Trump decides to launch another
campaign.

Trump has downplayed the
notion of any tension between
himself and DeSantis, telling The
New Yorker that he and the Florida governor have a “very good
relationship.”
For his part, DeSantis has
brushed off any suggestion that
he will mount a campaign for the
White House in 2024, insisting that
he’s focused only on his work in the
governor’s mansion and winning
reelection this year.
That hasn’t stopped chatter
about his political future, however.
And while early polling shows
Trump as the favorite to win the
2024 Republican nomination, DeSantis often runs in second place.
And in the event that Trump doesn’t
run again, polling suggests that
DeSantis would supplant him as
the front-runner.

(Continued from Page 4)
Sen. Ron Johnson (R-Wis.) is
vying for a third term in the Senate despite previously pledging to
only serve two terms. He’s also a
universally despised figure among
Democrats, who are hoping that
his penchant for controversy can
help propel them to victory in
November.
The Wisconsin primaries are still
nearly two months away, but the
top candidates vying for the Democratic Senate nomination are Lt.
Gov Mandela Barnes, state Treasurer Sarah Godlewski, Milwaukee
Bucks executive Alex Lasry and
Outagamie County Executive Tom
Nelson.
While Johnson is a polarizing
figure nationally, he’s shown an
ability to make it through tough
elections before, defeating former
Sen. Russ Feingold (D) twice, in
2010 and 2016.
New Hampshire
On the surface, New Hampshire
is the Senate battleground that offers Democrats perhaps their best
chance of holding a seat. Biden carried the state in 2020 by a 7-point
margin after Sen. Maggie Hassan
(D) narrowly ousted incumbent
Sen. Kelly Ayotte (R) four years
earlier.
Republicans were also dealt a
blow last year when Gov. Chris
Sununu (R) opted against a Senate
bid, leaving a crowded primary
field to duke it out for the nomination. Among the Republicans
running are state Senate President
Chuck Morse, former Londonderry
Town Manager Kevin Smith and retired Army Brig. Gen. Don Bolduc.
Nevertheless, Hassan won her

last election by only about 1,000
votes and, like Democrats across
the country, is facing a challenging
political environment in a state that
has a penchant to swing between
parties.
One advantage she has, however, is time. The New Hampshire primaries won’t be held until
mid-September, meaning it will be
months before Republicans will
know who their nominee is.
North Carolina
North Carolina may be a perennial battleground, but Democrats
have had a tough go of it in the
state in recent years. Trump carried
it twice, and Democrats were dealt
a frustrating defeat in 2020 when
their Senate nominee, Cal Cunningham, lost to Sen. Thom Tillis (R)
following embarrassing revelations
of an extramarital affair.
This year, however, no candidate
will have the incumbent advantage
that Tillis had. Sen. Richard Burr
(R) is not seeking reelection. Rep.
Ted Budd, whom Trump endorsed
last year, emerged from the state’s
May 17 GOP primary, while former
state Supreme Court Justice Cheri
Beasley easily clinched the Democratic nod.
Democrats see Beasley as an
ideal pick for the seat. If elected,
she would be the first Black U.S.
senator from North Carolina. And
she’s won statewide races before.
But flipping Burr’s seat won’t
be easy. Republicans have largely rallied around Budd as their
nominee, and he has the backing
of GOP power players, including
the conservative Club for Growth,
which spent millions of dollars to
boost him in the primary.

Most Likely to Flip

though not enough to avoid a runoff. But on primary day, he won 51
percent of the vote.
That could be a good sign for
MAGA challengers in the four
upcoming races, all of whom can
point to bright spots in polls. But
not all are well-positioned in terms
of fundraising.
A January poll of Michigan’s 3rd
Congressional District sponsored
by the Democratic abortion rights
group EMILY’s List found former
Trump political appointee John
Gibbs with an initial 13 percent
support to 26 percent for Meijer,
who was elected in 2020.
But after being informed of
Meijer’s impeachment vote and

Trump’s endorsement for Gibbs,
Gibbs shot to the lead with 37
percent support to 19 percent for
Meijer.
Getting that message out, however, takes money, and Meijer
— a member of the wealthy and
recognizable family whose name is
that of an eponymous supermarket
chain — is in a better financial position. He had $1.5 million in cash on
hand at the end of the last reporting
period on March 31, compared with
$81,935 for Gibbs.
Still, the Gibbs campaign is
“incredibly confident,” campaign
manager Taylor Frasier said in a
statement.
“Like Tom Rice, Peter Meijer
has been a rubber stamp for RINO
Republicans his entire SHORT
career,” Frasier said.
Meijer, who will face a more
Democratic-leaning district if he
wins his primary, focused on his
military service and legislative
resume in his first campaign ad
released last week, and is projecting
confidence about the race.
“Every district is different, every
challenger is different … But we’re
very mindful of what we’ve seen
in other races,” Meijer told CNN

following Rice’s loss last week.
Loren Culp, a former small-town
police chief in Republic, Wash., is
also severely lagging in fundraising in his race against incumbent
Newhouse, despite an endorsement
from Trump. Newhouse, who was
first elected in 2014, had $928,319
in his campaign account as of the
end of March, while Culp had just
$23,544.
But internal polls from the Culp
campaign make him optimistic
about a path to victory.
The most recent poll from April
by Spry Strategies found Culp
leading the primary field with 28.1
percent support and Newhouse
in second place with 22.6 percent
support. That would push them to
the general election due to Washington’s nonpartisan top-two primary system. Head-to-head, Culp
led Newhouse 38.3 percent to 37.3
percent, with a margin of error of
3.6 percentage points.
“The electorate is moving to
the right and becoming more conservative in this already very conservative district,” Culp said in a
statement. “This presents a problem
for Mr. Newhouse because he’s lost
(See Blood in the Water, Page 7)

By Sarakshi Rai
The Hill
Former President Trump last
week said he has not endorsed
House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.) for Speaker of the
House, saying he had endorsed him
in just his reelection bid in California’s 20th Congressional District.
Speaking to conservative talk
show host Wayne Allyn Root,
Trump specified that he hasn’t
endorsed McCarthy for Speaker
should Republicans win the majority in the November midterm
elections.
“No, I haven’t,” Trump said.
He later clarified that he was
backing McCarthy for his reelection bid, saying, “No, I endorsed
him in his race. But I haven’t endorsed anybody for Speaker.”
Last month, Trump issued an
endorsement of McCarthy in his
reelection race, calling him “strong
and fearless” and added that he is
an “outstanding representative for
the people of California.”
The comments from the former
president come as McCarthy, who
is seen as the leading candidate
to hold the Speaker’s gavel in a

Republican-held House, was embroiled in controversy earlier this
year.
The New York Times reported
that the California Republican,
during a call with GOP leadership
on Jan. 10, 2021, said he would
recommend to Trump that he resign
from office.
McCarthy had denied that he had
made those comments and called
the report “totally false and wrong.”
However, an audio recording of the
conversation was later published,
and McCarthy can be heard in it
telling his colleagues that he was
inclined to tell Trump, “I think this
will pass, and it would be my rec-

ommendation you should resign.”
McCarthy has said that he spoke
with Trump twice and that the two
had a “good conversation” about
the recordings.
The former president also repeated his disproven claims to
assert the 2020 election was stolen
from him in the radio interview. He
called the Jan. 6 committee hearings a “totally one sided kangaroo
court” and a “witch hunt.”
Trump, who has been teasing
a possible 2024 presidential bid,
didn’t confirm if he would run
again, but he told Root he was
confident he would beat President
Biden if he did.

Trump says he hasn’t endorsed
McCarthy for House Speaker

Mail Boxes For Rent

only $15/month
Must pay 3 months in advance
We also can receive
UPS and FedEx

MAIL BY RENEE

(Under New Management)

716 South 10th Street • Las Vegas, NV 90101
For more information come by or call
(702) 262-0703

June 22-28, 2022 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / Page 7

The big flaw in Biden’s plan to fight inflation
By Sylvan Lane
Alex Gangitano
The Hill
President Biden’s hands-off
approach to fighting the highest
inflation in four decades poses
major risks to the economy and his
political fortunes.
Biden made clear earlier this
month he will do nothing to push
the Federal Reserve away from
increasing interest rates as high as
possible to curb price growth. But
as the Fed picks up the pace of rate
hikes, economists fear the bank will
be forced to trigger a recession as
it struggles to fight supply shocks
beyond its control.
“High inflation is a big problem. The Fed showed us again
yesterday by raising rates that they
are working on getting it down as
quickly as possible without causing
a recession,” wrote Claudia Sahm,
a former Fed research director and
author of Stay-At-Home Macro, in
a Thursday analysis.
“But that’s a tall order, and its
tools cause pain, too.”
The Fed is the federal government’s primary inflation fighter
and obligated under federal law
to ensure prices stay stable while
keeping the job market as strong as
possible. The bank’s main weapon
against inflation is raising its baseline interest rate range, which increases borrowing costs throughout
the economy.
As interest rates rise, households
and businesses can afford to spend
less on goods and services already
in high demand. Higher rates also
drag down stock values and home
prices, which gives wealthier individuals less room and comfort to
spend money.
In other words, prices begin to
plateau and eventually fall as fewer
people can afford to pay them.
Economists generally agree that
higher interest rates are needed to
curb a glut of consumer demand
driven partly by the Fed’s refusal to
raise interest rates earlier. Trillions
of dollars of stimulus deployed by
the Trump and Biden administrations also helped fuel some of the
current inflation.
“We feel that there’s a role for us
in moderating demand. Those are
the things we can affect with our
policy tools,” said Fed Chairman

Jerome Powell on Wednesday,
shortly after the bank announced
its steepest rate increase since 1994.
But Powell also warned about
the potential implications for the
economy as the Fed tries to fight
inflation driven by global supply
shocks.
Rate hikes will not boost the
international supplies of oil, wheat,
fertilizer and other crucial commodities depleted by the war in
Ukraine and sanctions on Russia.
Steeper borrowing costs will also
not move China from its economically damaging COVID-19 containment policy, which has caused
inflationary supply shortages, backlogs and delays.
With inflation already at 40-year
highs, Powell said the bank would
still keep hiking interest rates until
the shocks began to dissipate and
headline inflation numbers started
to decrease — regardless of how
weak it could make the U.S. economy in the meantime.
“We never think too many people are working and fewer people
need to have jobs, but we also think
that you really cannot have the kind
of labor market we want without
price stability,” Powell said.
“We’d love to get back to that
place. But to get there, it’s not
going to happen with the levels of
inflation we have,” he continued.
Powell’s warning deepened
concerns among investors and
economists that the Fed would
be forced to induce a recession as
factors beyond its control boost
inflation. An accelerating selloff

(Continued from Page 6)
his base voters who supported Mr.
Trump in the 2020 election.”
“Tom Rice’s race is very informative of what is going on across
the country — including right here
in Washington State,” Culp added.
Newhouse has mostly stayed out
of the national spotlight and steered
away from Trump-related topics.
In a campaign video posted on the
front page of his website, he used
footage from an April appearance
on Tucker Carlson’s Fox News
show talking about a bill to stop
China from buying U.S. farmland.
The Trump-backed challenger
in the other Washington race is in
a much better financial position.
At the end of the last fundraising reporting period on March 31,
retired Green Beret Joe Kent had
$1 million, while Herrera Beutler,
who was first elected in 2010, had
$2 million.
A May poll from the Trafalgar
Group found Kent leading the primary field with 27.6 percent to 21.9
percent for Herrera Beutler.
The Cheney-Hageman race
will be the most watched and most
expensive.
Two recent polls from PACs
opposing Cheney show Hageman
with a strong lead among likely
Wyoming GOP primary voters.
A May 24-25 WPA Intelligence
poll sponsored by Club for Growth
PAC found Hageman with 56
percent support to 26 percent for
Cheney. A June 1-2 poll by Fabrizio, Lee & Associates from Wy-

oming Values PAC similarly found
Hageman at 56 percent support and
Cheney at 28 percent.
Cheney, however, has been a
fundraising giant. She raised $10.1
million for her race as of March 31
— the seventh-highest sum of all
House candidates — and had $6.8
million in her campaign account.
Hageman has raised enough
to be very impressive in a typical
House race, but lags behind Cheney
with $2 million raised and $1 million in the bank at the end of March.
She is also being supported by
several outside PACs, including the
House Freedom Caucus’s PAC. \
This month, Cheney aired her
first television ads, featuring testimonials from voters calling her a
“statesman” and praising her commitment to working on legislation.
Hageman’s ads have focused
mostly on her Wyoming roots and
President Biden rather than on her
opponent.
One GOP member who voted
to impeach Trump, Rep. David
Valadao (R-Calif.), did not have a
Trump-endorsed primary challenger. Results for his June 7 top-two
nonpartisan primary are still being
counted, but he is currently in the
lead among Republicans to face
Democrat Rudy Salas in the general
election.
Four of the 10 House Republicans who voted to impeach are not
running for reelection: Reps. Adam
Kinzinger (Ill.), Anthony Gonzalez
(Ohio), Fred Upton (Mich.) and
John Katko (N.Y.).

Blood in the Water

in stock markets, surging gasoline
prices, soaring mortgage rates and
a sharp downturn in housing market
activity have all taken a serious toll
on consumer sentiment and boosted
the risks of recession next year.
Josh Bivens, director of research
at the Economic Policy Institute,
argued that the Fed’s best move is
to wait to see if the shocks dissipate
and not to tighten too fast.
“If you look at the sources of
inflation, it continues to be the
shocks which they can’t do anything about, like the oil and food
shocks, that are just global markets
and nothing the Fed can do to push
back against those,” he said. “In
the sense, if we don’t get any more
shocks, I think we’ll have inflation
start to head down in the next six
months if we don’t do anything to
make unemployment rise or make
the economy a little more slower.”
The White House has attempted
to squash concerns that a recession
in the future is not unavoidable.
“First of all, it’s not inevitable,”
Biden said in an interview with
The Associated Press. “Secondly,
we’re in a stronger position than
any nation in the world to overcome

this inflation.”
Bivens argued that the White
House is right in saying that a
recession isn’t inevitable, citing
low unemployment and relatively
strong household balance sheets
compared to the financial crisis
in 2008.
“I think the fact that the recession is inevitable is really overstating it. I think there is a lot of
strength in this economy if we can
get past the global shocks,” Bivens
said.
Biden’s comments echo messaging from the White House that
inflation is a global problem but
that the U.S. is well-positioned to
deal with it before a recession is
imminent.
“We are closely watching,”
White House press secretary Karine
Jean-Pierre told reporters Tuesday
when asked about Biden’s economic concerns.
“We know that families are
concerned about inflation in the
stock market. That’s something
that we are aware of. But … what
we’re facing are global challenges:
Putin’s price hike, inflation, coming
out of a once-in-a-generation global
pandemic,” she added.
Biden’s approval rating dropped
for its third straight week this week,
polling below 40 percent in recent
surveys. The poor scores from the
public indicate that Americans are
focused on soaring costs.
The price increases also spell
trouble for Democrats just months
before the November midterm
elections, where party control of
the House and Senate is at stake.
“Every president does his best to
be the optimist in chief … and most
voters get the joke,” said Bruce Mehlman, former assistant secretary at
the Commerce Department under
President George W. Bush.
“A recession would hurt the
Democrats because recessions are

bad for voters, not because the
president refused to declare one
inevitable,” he added.
Biden, in the interview with
the AP this week, also addressed
the sour mood of the public amid
high inflation and the rising cost of
goods and gas.
“People are really, really down,”
Biden said. “They’re really down,”
he added. “Everything they’ve
counted on upset. But most of
it’s the consequence of what’s
happened, what happened as a
consequence of the COVID crisis.”
While a growing portion of the
American public believes the U.S.
is currently in a recession, most
economists don’t expect one to
arrive until next year at the soonest. The unemployment rate is still
3.6 percent, a shade higher than
the 50-year low seen before the
pandemic, and consumer spending
has remained resilient in the face of
high inflation.
“We’re not seeing a broad slowdown,” Powell said Wednesday.
“We see job growth slowing, but it’s
still at quite robust levels. We see
the economy slowing a bit but still
at healthy growth levels.”
But Ian Shepherdson, chief
economist at research consultancy
Pantheon Macroeconomics, said
Powell’s approach was “alarming”
because inflation may already be
well on its way downward by the
time the Fed sees evidence of it
coming down.
“If you keep hiking until inflation is coming down, you have
overtightened. Whether that means
a recession follows will depend on
the resilience of the private sector,”
he wrote in a Thursday research
note.
“Still, the risk of recession is
higher than before [Wednesday’s]
meeting, because the Fed expects
to hike so much further, and more
rapidly, than previously.”

Fed hikes rates by 75 basis
points for first time since 1994
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By Sylvan Lane
The Hill
The Federal Reserve announced Wednesday it would hike interest rates this month
at the fastest pace in nearly 30 years after a
discouraging May surge in inflation.
The Federal Open Market Committee
(FOMC), the panel of Fed officials responsible for setting interest rates, said it would
raise the bank’s baseline interest rate range
to 1.5 to 1.75 percent, an increase of 0.75
percentage points.
It is the first 0.75 percentage point rate
hike issued by the Fed since 1994.
“The invasion of Ukraine by Russia is
causing tremendous human and economic
hardship. The invasion and related events
are creating additional upward pressure on
inflation and are weighing on global economic activity. In addition, COVID-related
lockdowns in China are likely to exacerbate
supply chain disruptions,” the FOMC said in
a statement announcing the interest rate hike.
“The Committee is highly attentive to
inflation risks.”
The Fed’s unusually large interest rate
hike follows a tumultuous four-day stretch
for financial markets. Stocks have plunged,
bond yields have skyrocketed and cryptocurrency values have collapsed in the wake of an
alarming increase in price growth last month.
The Labor Department announced Friday
that the consumer price index (CPI), a closely
watched gauge of inflation, rose 1 percent in
May alone and 8.6 percent over the past 12
months — far exceeding the expectations of
economists. Experts were also alarmed by
how many goods and services saw rapid price
growth in May, along with the staggering rise
in food and energy prices driven by the war
in Ukraine.
The Fed was already on track to raise interest rates by 0.5 percentage points in June
following an identical hike in May and a 0.25
percentage point hike in March. While Powell
and other top bank officials left the door open
to a larger or smaller hike, they made clear
they expected another 50 basis point hike to
be the best path forward.

Fed officials are often wary of breaking
from the decisions they signal in advance to
financial markets, particularly as it navigates
interest rate hikes. But a Monday financial
market meltdown prompted many Wall Street
Fed watchers to boost their odds of a 75
basis point hike. Several news outlets later
confirmed the Fed was mulling a bigger rate
increase, laying the groundwork for Wednesday’s decision.
The CME Group FedWatch tool, which
monitors where futures tied to the Fed’s
baseline interest rate range are trading, gave
a 97 percent chance on Tuesday of a 75 basis
point interest rate hike.
The FOMC also released new economic
projections Wednesday based on the Fed’s
new, more dire outlook for the U.S. economy.
The median estimate of gross domestic
product (GDP) growth for 2022 among
FOMC members fell to 1.7 percent from 2.8
percent in March.
The FOMC’s median estimate of the
year-end unemployment rate also rose to
3.7 percent from 3.5 percent in March, just
0.1 percentage point above the jobless rate’s
current level.

FOMC officials also expect inflation —
and the interest rates meant to cool it — to
end the year much higher.
The FOMC’s median estimate of the
annual inflation rate rose from 4.3 percent
in March to 5.2 percent as measured by the
Commerce Department’s personal consumption expenditures (PCE) price index. The
median estimate of the year-end federal funds
rate — the midpoint of the Fed’s interest rate
range — also went up and is projected to
end up at 3.4 percent, up from 1.9 percent in
March. The Fed would need to raise interest
rates by at least 2 percentage points to end
the year at that level.
The economic projections released
Wednesday are not an official Fed forecast,
but rather a general view into how top bank
officials see the economy unfolding.
While it remains unclear where the Fed
will land, borrowing costs for consumers and
businesses are set to rise in the wake of the
Fed’s decision.
Banks and lenders set interest rates on
credit cards, auto loans, adjustable rate loans
and other shorter-term credit products they
offer based on the Fed’s baseline interest rate

range. As the Fed hikes rates, interest rates on
those products also rise and pin consumers
down with higher borrowing costs.
While mortgage interest rates are not directly tied to the Fed’s baseline interest rate
range, they will also continue to rise. Banks
and lenders set interest rates for mortgages
and other longer-term loans based on the
yields for Treasury Department bonds. When
Treasury bond yields rise as the Fed hikes
rates, banks and lenders set their interest rates
higher accordingly.
The Fed is aiming to bring inflation down
by reducing the amount of spending on goods
and services, particularly those already in
high demand and short supply. As consumers
and businesses cut back on spending, firms
may not be able to keep raising prices with
less demand for their products.
Tighter interest rates also tend to reduce
stock prices and housing prices, which can
prompt wealthier households to cut back
spending or boost saving to compensate.
Home sales have already declined sharply
in 2022 after two years of torrid growth as
mortgage rates have risen. Several major retail chains are also bracing for lower earnings
as consumers spend less on products like
electronics and furniture.
Even so, economists and investors are
increasingly concerned the Fed may need
to deliberately induce a recession in order
to bring inflation down. Prices for food,
energy and other essential commodities
have skyrocketed in the wake of the war in
Ukraine and the Fed has little control over
the international supply shocks.
Persistent COVID-19 lockdowns in China
are also choking off global supply chains and
deepening backlogs behind rising prices.
“With inflation at 40-year highs, we think
that policy is going to need to be restrictive,
and we don’t know how restrictive,” Powell
said.
Bringing inflation down to sustainable
levels, he added, “it’s not going to be easy.
It’s our objective, but like I said, it’s going
to depend to some extent on factors we can’t
control.”

Five ways the Fed’s interest rate hikes will impact Americans

By Tobias Burns
The Hill
The Federal Reserve Bank announced a 75 basis point interest
rate hike on Wednesday, a 50
percent greater increase than the
central bank had initially signaled
it was going to make for June.
The move comes after inflation
hit a new, 40-year high last week,
with consumer prices reaching an
8.6 percent mantel over where they
were a year ago.
Fed watchers predict that the
bank’s benchmark federal funds
rate will continue to rise throughout
the year, perhaps at a quicker pace
than originally expected if higher
prices don’t go down.
Even with the rate hike, interest
rates will still only be around 1.6
percent, close to all-time lows.
Here are five ways that an environment of increasing interest rates
will affect Americans’ wallets and
the economy:
Mortgage, car and credit
card payments are
going to increase
The federal funds rate sets the
rate at which banks and credit
unions can lend money to each other as they determine their need for
capital to make investments across
the economy.
Banks that borrow money at
the federal funds rate then need
to charge a comparable rate to the
people and institutions that borrow
money from them. So an increase
in the funds rate translates down
to higher rates in credit markets,
mortgage markets and any industry
that relies on financing plans to
make payments.
This means higher monthly
house and car payments and a bigger price tag on outstanding credit
card debt.
Mortgage rates are already
seeing sharp increases. Interest
payments for the U.S. benchmark

30-year fixed rate mortgages made
the largest one-week jump in 35
years, hitting 5.78 percent as of
Thursday, up more than half a percentage point since only the week
before.
That means a mortgage payment
on a median-valued $400,000
home, after a 20 percent down payment, would now be about $1,875
dollars. Last year, the monthly
payment on the same home would
have been $1,335. That’s more than
a $500 per month difference.
Stock markets are falling
and seeing dramatic
swings in prices
Those increased prices that consumers are paying mean that people
tend to rein in their spending, which
brings down the demand for goods
and services. The consequence for
companies is diminished earnings,
which means investors become less
willing to pay for ownership shares,
and this causes stock prices to fall.
Since January, most major indices of U.S. stocks have fallen
around 20 percent, entering what’s
known as a bear market, or an
extended period of shrinking share
prices.
The Dow Jones Industrial Average has fallen 18.6 percent this year,
dipping below 30,000 on Thursday
off a January high of 36,800. The
S&P 500 index has dropped beneath 3,700 off a high of 4,800, a
decline of more than 22 percent,
over the same period.
The technology-heavy Nasdaq,
whose companies tend to hold extra debt, making them particularly
sensitive to interest rate increases,
has fallen more than 30 percent.
Since March, when the Fed
first started raising interest rates
with a modest 25 to 50 basis point
target range, the Dow has fallen
12 percent, the S&P has fallen 16
percent and the Nasdaq has fallen
20 percent.

It’s going to be harder
to find a job
Price increases that shrink demand also have the effect of forcing
companies to cut costs, and one of
the first places they look to do that
is in the labor force.
The housing market provides
a clear example of this process,
according to Desmond Lachman,
an economist with the American Enterprise Institute (AEI), a
right-leaning Washington think
tank.
Mortgage rates that “used to be
a little bit over 3 percent at the start
of the year are now around about
6 percent. That means people who
could afford a $100 house at the
start of the year can only afford a
house now around $70. That means
there’s a whole lot less demand
for houses, so house prices begin
leveling and coming down, and
so builders don’t want to build
so many houses, and then people
aren’t employed,” Lachman said in
an interview with The Hill.
While this may sound like a bad
thing, it has positive longer-term effects for an economy that has been
experiencing some of the highest
employment levels in decades, with
around 96.4 percent of job seekers
currently employed and 11.4 million jobs currently open, according
to the Department of Labor.
Having a looser labor market
means companies don’t have to
keep charging higher prices in order
to turn a profit for their investors,
and this can drive down inflation
and stretch the value of a dollar.
So even though higher rates will
mean an end to the nominal wage
gains that have benefited workers
during a period of labor scarcity,
the increased purchasing power of
the dollar should add real value to
paychecks.
The likelihood of a
recession is growing
While the Fed has been pursuing
a “soft landing” for the economy —
lowering inflation toward 2 percent
without triggering a recession —
many market commentators are
viewing recession in the next year
or two as increasingly likely.
“I’m not as worried about a
return to the inflation levels of the
1970s as I am about a deep recession that is going to bring inflation
way down soon,” Lachman said.
The fears of a serious recession, or the combination of slowed
growth and weakly valued money
known as “stagflation,” are compounded now by geopolitical issues

that extend beyond the reach of
the monetary policy levers held by
the Fed.
These include the war in
Ukraine, which has had an effect
on global food prices, as well as
lockdowns in China, which have
affected production pipelines.
Broader issues with supply chains,
which have been stymied by skyhigh energy prices and congestion
at ports, are also powerful forces
dragging on the global economy.
A recession for Americans following interest rate hikes will be a
double-edged sword. While it will
bring down prices in the medium
term, it will also mean a period of
reduced economic activity. This
will translate into lesser returns on
investments in the stock market and
other securities markets, worse performance in retirement plans like
401(k)s and lower nominal wages.
The national deficit is going
to cost (taxpayers) more
With interest rates at or near
zero, economists tend not to worry
about the federal deficit, the value
of which stands now at about a year
and a quarter’s worth of productive
output, or gross domestic product
(GDP).
The resounding economic recovery experienced by the U.S.

economy after the near-total shutdown of the private sector due to
the pandemic took a bite out of
the U.S. national debt. The latest
projection of the deficit from the
Congressional Budget Office was
$1.7 trillion lower than expected.
But with interest rates on the
rise, pleasant surprises like this one
will be fewer and farther between,
as paying off the national debt will
require more taxpayer money.
“The government is going to
have to pay out more in interest
payments,” the AEI’s Lachman
said. “On top of that, what’s going
to happen in the progress that we’ve
been making in reducing the deficit
is also going to go, because as the
economy tanks and goes into recession, it means the government’s
going to collect fewer taxes.”
Lachman added: “The wrong
thing for the Fed to do was — especially after the Biden package of
$1.9 trillion, 8 percent of GDP, the
kind of fiscal stimulus that we’ve
never had before during peacetime
— the Fed just sat with interest rates
at zero and then kept convincing itself that inflation was transitory and
had nothing to do with the fact that
the money supply had increased
by 40 percent over two years. That
was insane.”
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White House scrambles to solve gas price surge
By Amie Parnes and Morgan Chalfant
The Hill
The White House is scrambling to help
solve a massive surge in gas prices that
increasingly is seen as a weight that could
leave Democrats suffering a rout in this fall’s
midterm elections.
Energy Secretary Jennifer Granholm is expected to convene an emergency meeting in
the coming days. Meanwhile on Wednesday,
President Biden’s economics team gathered
alongside outside advisers to discuss various
options. More meetings are expected again
on Thursday.
The White House is also flirting with
endorsing a federal gas tax holiday while
readying for a controversial summit with
Saudi Arabia where the global fuel supply is
expected to be a major point of discussion.
Robert Wolf, the former CEO of UBS
Americas who served as an economic adviser
to former President Obama, was spotted at
the White House on Wednesday two days
after The Hill wrote he was in support of the
gas tax holiday.
“All options are being considered obviously,” said one administration official
without specifying if the idea was gaining
traction.
In a sign of a more aggressive approach
to the crisis, the White House on Wednesday
released a letter that Biden sent to seven major oil executives chiding them for making
large profits amid the spike in gas prices and
demanding they take actions to boost the
supply of gasoline, diesel and other refined
products on the market to help ease the burden on American consumers.
“I understand that many factors contributed to the business decisions to reduce refinery
capacity, which occurred before I took office.
But at a time of war, refinery profit margins
well above normal being passed directly onto
American families are not acceptable,” Biden
wrote in letters to executives at Shell, Exxon
Mobil and other companies.
Rising gas prices exacerbated by Russia’s
war in Ukraine topped $5 per gallon on average nationally over the weekend, a major

political liability for Democrats ahead of the
fall midterm elections.
One Democratic strategist said something
had to be done quickly to help ease the soaring costs or Democrats would pay heavily at
the polls. “I know we’re still months out but
everyone is hurting and people are blaming
Democrats for this. If they don’t do something quickly we’re completely f***ed and
they know it,” the strategist said. “Trump was
insane, but people weren’t facing this kind of
economic turmoil and this is the kind of stuff
that voters deeply care about.”
The National Republican Congressional
Committee released a new set of advertisements Wednesday trying to tie vulnerable
Democrats to high gas prices.
Signaling the urgency facing the administration, White House press secretary Karine
Jean-Pierre kicked off Wednesday’s briefing
by talking about Biden’s efforts to lower gas
prices, including ordering the largest-ever
release from the Strategic Petroleum Reserve earlier this year and allowing sales of
higher-ethanol gasoline during the summer.
Jean-Pierre also highlighted Biden’s letter
to oil companies and argued they have a patriotic duty to work with the administration to
lower gasoline prices during the war.
“We are calling on them to do the right
thing, to be patriots here,” she told reporters.

Jean-Pierre also said the president was
willing to use emergency powers to boost
refinery output and capacity, though she
provided few specifics on what that could
look like.
In a statement responding to Biden’s letter,
Exxon Mobil suggested the federal government waive the Jones Act and other fuel
requirements in order to boost supplies over
the short term, and to streamline approval for
pipelines and support domestic investment in
the long term.
But the Biden administration has limited
options when it comes to assuaging high gas
prices and inflation more broadly. And calling for more oil production in the short term
seems inherently at odds with Biden’s climate
change and clean energy agenda.
“It’s insane, but they cannot do much,”
one Biden ally said. “It’s a global market and
the perfect storm hit from big demand postCOVID, lower supply and the war.”
Inflation is being fueled by the COVID-19
pandemic and resulting supply chain issues,
as well as the government spending in response to the pandemic during the Trump
and Biden administrations. Russia’s war in
Ukraine has disrupted global energy markets
and food supplies, driving up prices further.
The Federal Reserve, which plays the
primary role in responding to inflation, an-

nounced Wednesday it would hike interest
rates by 0.75 percent — the biggest increase
in nearly 30 years — in a bid to quash inflation.
Speaking to reporters Wednesday afternoon, Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome
Powell noted that the Fed can’t do much
to affect energy and food prices, however,
noting that they are largely set by global
commodity prices.
Biden next month will travel to Saudi Arabia as part of his first presidential trip to the
Middle East, a stop that is expected to focus
in part on energy prices. Saudi Arabia is the
informal leader of the Organization of the
Petroleum Exporting Countries and a major
oil producer, and the administration has tried
to persuade the country to pump more oil to
help alleviate gas prices.
Rachel Ziemba, an adjunct senior fellow
at the Center for a New American Security,
said that it would send an important signal
if Saudi Arabia were to commit to bringing
additional supplies online more quickly
somewhere in the neighborhood of half a
million barrels per day.
But it’s unlikely that the visit, even if it’s
fruitful, will solve the current crisis. Biden
has also been criticized for a planned meeting
with Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman, who the U.S. intelligence community says approved the 2018 assassination of
U.S.-based journalist Jamal Khashoggi.
Experts say that gas prices are likely to
continue to rise in the coming weeks. Mark
Zandi, chief economist at Moody’s Analytics,
predicted that domestic gasoline prices would
peak in the next few weeks and begin to level
off around the July 4 holiday, before starting
to decline in the fall months.
Another Democratic strategist was frustrated and said the worst is yet to come.
“We’re not in a recession yet. We’re not
looking at 10,000 people laid off, 15,000
laid off. It’s going to get so much worse,”
the strategist said. “These guys have f***ed
things up and they know it. The midterms are
decided, and that’s against a party that’s too
dumb for their own good.”

lican Leader Mitch McConnell of Kentucky
said in a Monday speech.
Biden says the GOP is focused on cutting
taxes for companies and the wealthy. Republicans argue that their 2017 tax overhaul
created a firmer base for growth by reducing
corporate tax rates, making U.S. companies
more competitive. They say enabling companies and individuals to hold on to more
of what they earn will boost growth, while
Biden counters that laws enabling unionization and boosting child care benefits for families will lead to growth through a stronger
middle class.
Biden has tried to take specific aim at

a proposal by Sen. Rick Scott, R-Fla., that
suggests all Americans should owe federal
income taxes. Many Republican lawmakers
have either disowned the proposal or offered
caveats, since tax credits are a means of financial support for poorer and middle class
U.S. families.
“Republicans have it all backwards:
Their plan literally calls for increasing taxes
on middle class and working people and
cutting taxes on corporations and wealthy
Americans,” Biden said. “I believe in bipartisanship, but I have no illusions about this
Republican Party, the MAGA party.”
The president faces an uphill battle in
restoring union membership, which has
declined for decades as it became harder
to organize workers and many factory jobs
moved away from communities with a history
of unionization.
Only 10.3 percent of U.S. workers belonged to a union last year, down from 20.1
percent in 1983, according to the Bureau of
Labor Statistics.
The nature of who belongs to unions has
also changed over time as nearly half of union
members work for the government. Just 7.7
percent of manufacturing workers and 12.6
percent of construction workers hold a union
card, as the movement’s blue-collar roots
have diversified into white-collar professions.
Despite the decline in unionization, the
movement still generates value. Government
figures show that the median unionized worker earns about $10,000 more annually than a
worker without a union.

Biden focuses on workers as high inflation remains a risk

By Darlene Superville and Josh Boak
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — President Joe
Biden told the largest federation of labor
unions on Tuesday that he’s working to rebuild the U.S. economy around workers, an
attempt to draw a contrast with Republicans
who have increasingly attracted blue-collar
votes.
“We should encourage unions,” Biden
said. “I’m not just saying that to be pro-union.
I’m saying it because I’m pro-American.”
The speech before the AFL-CIO convention in Philadelphia was the president’s
attempt to reset the terms of the debate on
the economy as the president’s own approval
ratings have slid while consumer prices and
the cost of gasoline have surged.
Inflation at a more than 40-year high has
caused voters to sour on the economy, despite
a recovery after the pandemic-induced downturn that has led to robust hiring and a healthy
3.6 percent unemployment rate. The president
on Tuesday tried to remind his audience of
the food lines and layoffs during the coronavirus pandemic that preceded his presidency,
contrasting that with the improvements in
household balance sheets under his watch.
But even as the economy has quickly
amassed jobs, inflation has left many workers feeling worse off as wages have not
kept up with the costs of living. The Labor
Department said Friday that average hourly
earnings, after adjusting for inflation, have

fallen 3 percent over the past year.
Inflation has left Biden and Democrats’
control of the House and Senate vulnerable
in the upcoming midterm elections. Republican lawmakers have blamed the president’s
$1.9 trillion coronavirus relief package for
causing inflation to start rising last year.
GOP lawmakers also say the Biden administration has been too restrictive on domestic
oil production.
“Working families’ budgets took a back
seat to the far-left’s wish list,” Senate Repub-

Exxon Mobil, Chevron push back on
Biden blaming industry for oil prices
By Lexi Lonas
The Hill
ExxonMobil and Chevron released
statements this week saying the Biden administration could be doing more to address
oil prices as the president has gone after the
companies for making large profits while gas
prices spike.
On Tuesday, President Biden slammed
oil executives in a letter saying they had unacceptably high profit margins while regular
Americans are suffering and calling on the
industry to work with the administration to
address increased prices from the Russian
invasion of Ukraine.
“We understand the significant concerns
around higher fuel prices currently faced by
consumers around the country, and the world.
We share these concerns, and expect the
Administration’s approach to energy policy
will start to better reflect the importance of
addressing them,” Chevron said in a statement targeting Biden.
ExxonMobil offered short- and long-term
solutions for high oil prices in response.
The company said emergency measures
“such as waivers of Jones Act provisions and
some fuel specifications to increase supplies”
could be used to address short-term concerns.
Long-term policies could include “streamlined regulatory approval and support for
infrastructure such as pipelines,” it suggested.
Chevron said that since Biden got into office, the administration has relayed that it will
“impose obstacles to our industry delivering

energy resources the world needs.”
Both companies highlighted in statements
measures they have taken during this time
where Americans are seeing the highest gas
prices in years.
Chevron said it will be increasing Permian
Basin production by more than 15 percent
this year. ExxonMobil says it has increased
refining capacity to process U.S. light crude
by around 250,000 barrels a day.
After the pandemic, ExxonMobil also
stressed it borrowed $30 billion to prepare
for the post-pandemic increase in oil demand.
In response to the oil price increases,
Biden has released an unprecedented amount
of oil from the Strategic Petroleum Reserve.
However, the war in Ukraine put a further
strain on the global energy supply, which has
added to the U.S.’s struggles with inflation
and fuel prices in particular.
“The crunch that families are facing deserves immediate action,” Biden said in the
letter. “Your companies need to work with
my Administration to bring forward concrete,
near-term solutions that address the crisis and
respect the critical equities of energy workers
and fence-line communities.”
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By Morgan Chalfant
The Hill
President Biden’s American Rescue Plan
is perhaps his most significant legislative
accomplishment in his first year and a half
in office.
But the sweeping $1.9 trillion COVID-19
relief bill is also at the center of a debate over
raging inflation, with Republicans pointing
the finger at Biden and his policies.
The White House maintains that the bill
was essential to ushering in the economic
recovery, physically reopening schools and
distributing vaccines during a deeply uncertain pandemic.
Biden as recently as Thursday dismissed
the notion that his relief plan fueled increases
in prices.
In fact, economists concede that the $1.9
trillion bill did contribute to inflation, though
there’s some debate about how much.
The pandemic-related supply chain woes
and, more recently, Russia’s war in Ukraine
are also major factors driving up costs. Former President Trump also signed two pandemic relief bills totaling nearly $3 trillion
in his final year in office.
Many Americans are still wading through
their excess savings from COVID-19 pandemic lockdowns that saw people stay home
and spend less. Jason Furman, who served
as the chairman of the Council of Economic
Advisers under former President Obama, said
that Americans spent some $800 billion less
than normal during the pandemic.
“That is also a reservoir they can tap into
to spend extra or cover gas prices without
cutting their spending on other things,”
Furman said in an interview. “People are
running through their cushion, but they still
have a bit of a cushion because the cushion
was so large.”
Economists’ estimates of how much the
COVID-19 relief package contributed to
inflation vary. Michael Strain, director of
economic policy studies at the right-leaning American Enterprise Institute, wrote in
February that the rescue package added 3
percentage points to inflation in 2021, when

it hit a near 40-year high of 7 percent.
Furman said the rescue plan caused between 1 and 4 percentage points of inflation
last year. “If you look at the inflation over
the last four or five months, there’s no doubt
that the price increases caused by [Russian]
President [Vladimir] Putin are playing a
much bigger role at this stage and the rescue
plan is playing a fading role,” he said.
Mark Zandi, chief economist at Moody’s
Analytics, estimated this past week that the
rescue package added 0.1 percentage points
to year-over-year inflation, well behind
shocks caused by the war in Ukraine, the
pandemic and the affordable housing crisis.
The partisan blame game over inflation
has intensified as costs and particularly gas
prices have continued to rise, despite the Federal Reserve and top White House officials
insisting early last year that inflation would
be “transitory.”
Recently, Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen
acknowledged in an interview with CNN
that she misjudged the path that inflation
would take, citing unforeseen shocks to the
economy.
But Yellen has also defended the rescue
package — which passed in March 2021
with no Republican votes — noting as have
other administration officials that inflation is
a global problem.

“We’re seeing high inflation in almost all
developed countries around the world, and
they have very different fiscal policies, so it
can’t be the case that the bulk of the inflation
that we are experiencing reflects the impact
of the ARP [American Rescue Plan],” Yellen
told the Senate Finance Committee earlier
this month in response to questioning from
Sen. Steve Daines (R-Mont.).
Republicans, however, have accused
Biden’s policies of driving inflation and
seized on earlier warnings from Larry Summers, who served as Treasury secretary under
former President Clinton, about the size of
the rescue package.
Ellen Hughes-Cromwick, a former chief
economist at the Commerce Department
under Obama, said she finds arguments that
fiscal policy was a main driver of inflation
“suspect.” She noted the complex supply
chain issues caused by pandemic shutdowns
beginning March 2020 that to this day are
causing disruptions, pointing to the semiconductor shortage for automobiles.
“We are still living with these very significant challenges,” said Hughes-Cromwick,
who is now a fellow at the centrist Democratic think tank Third Way’s energy program.
Furman said that the Biden administration’s pandemic response was too large,
though he noted that inflation would be a

topic of conversation today regardless of the
rescue package.
“People say it’s better to err on the side
of too much. Well, that means you can make
an error,” he said. “The lesson of 2009 was
you can do too little, and the lesson this time
was you can do too much.”
In an interview with The Associated Press
on Thursday, Biden insisted there was “zero
evidence” for Republicans’ claim that his
pandemic stimulus bill caused inflation.
“You could argue whether it had on the
margin a minor impact on inflation,” Biden
told the publication. “I don’t think it did. And
most economists do not. But the idea that it
caused inflation is bizarre.”
The administration has also guided states
and localities to spend rescue plan dollars to
support law enforcement in its fight against
violent crime and used funding from the
law to extend postpartum coverage through
Medicaid and the Children’s Health Insurance Program.
The rescue package has been a major
component of the president’s self-touted legislative successes as he tries to hit a positive
note on the economy. He often mentions,
for instance, aspects of the bill that provided
relief for renters and funded the rapid distribution of COVID-19 vaccines.
“It gave them what my dad used to call
a little bit of breathing room,” Biden said at
an AFL-CIO convention earlier this month.
For the time being, the White House’s
stated top priority is lessening inflation.
Administration officials have recently been
exploring more ways to lower gas prices and
Biden is also considering lifting some Trumpera China tariffs as a way to ease costs, an
idea that Furman endorsed.
Biden has also been deliberate in emphasizing the independence of the Fed, which
this week increased interest rates 0.75 percent
— the biggest such hike since 1994.
“The main thing that they are doing — and
are doing right — is appointing good people
to the Fed and respecting the independence of
the Fed and making clear the Fed is the primary agency to deal with this,” Furman said.

popular concept in supply chain management
in the short term, the mark-downs and stockroom purges associated with a well-fortified
supply chain may not fundamentally be in
line with profit maximization.
Whether Congress’s new shipping law
will bring down prices for consumers, while
reassuring big business that container shipping is preferable to pipeline restructuring,
will play out over time. But in the near term,
it shows just how critical the shipping sector
is to the ailing global economy.
“There are nine major ocean line shipping

companies that ship from Asia to the United
States. Nine. They formed three consortiums.
These companies have raised their prices,”
President Biden said Friday, speaking at the
Port of Los Angeles. “They raised it by 1,000
percent. That’s why I called on Congress to
crack down on the — they’re foreign-owned
— the foreign-owned shipping companies
that raise their prices while raking in just
last year $190 billion in profit, a sevenfold
increase in one year, a sevenfold increase,
$190 billion.”
(See Supply Chain Bottleneck, Page 11)

New shipping legislation targets supply chain bottleneck

By Tobias Burns
The Hill
Legislation aimed at curbing the power
of the container shipping industry, which
has seen prices increase tenfold during the
pandemic, breezed through the House Monday and could head to the Oval Office for a
signature as soon as this week.
The administration is hoping the law,
which is designed to slash the bargaining
power of container shipping companies and
their industry alliances, will address a critical
bottleneck in global supply chains — an issue
economists widely believe is a key factor
driving inflation.
But experts caution that supply chain
fixes for inflation can be elusive and that
tinkering with the logistical channels that
deliver bargain manufactured goods based on
cheap labor from Asia can have unexpected
consequences.
Supply chains over the last few decades
have been pared down to minimize costs
associated with storage, inventory and labor.
These “just-in-time” or “lean” supply chains
are cost-efficient specifically because they
don’t bother developing and maintaining
the infrastructure that can accommodate big
swings in demand.
“Because we’ve had reliable and affordable global container shipping, people say,
‘OK, we’ll just build these global supply
chains based on lean methodologies, so we’ll
just have less inventory, less cash tied up, and
we’ll have fewer mistakes in the pipeline,’”
Willy C. Shih, a professor of management
and operations at the Harvard Business
School, said in an interview.
“The problem with that is, when all that
smooth flow of material doesn’t work, then
you end up getting caught short, which is
what we saw during the pandemic when we
had these huge shifts in demand. A lot of the
things people wanted weren’t in stock, and
everybody was scrambling.”
As a result, many business operations
specialists are now recommending not just
increased warehousing but entire structural
reforms to their supply chains that include
onshoring of component facilities and the
development of domestic industry.

“The rapid decay of a decades-old model
of supply chain reliability and efficiency is a
key feature of CEO agendas,” management
consultant Knut Alicke and others wrote in a
May note for McKinsey & Co. “If a crisis on
the scale of the pandemic occurs, the absence
of a back stock of inventory or materials
can seriously threaten supply chains. Many
of today’s most pressing supply shortages
(semiconductors, for example) occur in
supplier sub-tiers where manufacturers have
little visibility.”
“Some potential measures to mitigate risk
include finding new suppliers, redesigning
networks, resetting inventory targets, keeping
safety stocks, and sourcing locally or regionally,” they added.
But a shift back to more traditional,
geographically centered business operations
comes with its own set of risks for businesses, as the disappointing earnings of big box
stores Target and Walmart recently showed.
Target fell short on earnings because
of excess inventory, announcing last week
it’s “planning several actions in the second
quarter, including additional markdowns,
removing excess inventory and canceling
orders,” the company said in a statement.
“Retail inventories are elevated,” Michael
Fiddelke, Target’s chief financial officer, said
to The Associated Press last week. “And they
certainly are for us, in some of the categories
that we misforecast.”
The effort to avoid forecasting errors like
the one made by Target is where the whole
idea of just-in-time supply chains comes
from, according to Harvard’s Shih.
“One of the reasons we’ve gone to lean
production and just-in-time production and
minimal inventory is because people have a
hard time getting forecasts correct,” he said.
“For example, I’ll order all this stuff, and if I
have the wrong style shoes or the wrong style
garment that doesn’t sell, if I have a lot of
inventory in the pipeline coming at me, then
I end up marking it down or scrapping it.”
Lower prices are exactly what policymakers are trying to deliver for consumers,
just ones that don’t jostle the expectations
of investors.
So while boosted inventory may be a

Joe Lombardo wants
to take your guns

If you care about your right to carry concealed to protect
yourself and your family, you need to know the truth about
Joe Lombardo and his documented stance on guns. In a
podcast hosted by renowned CCW instructor, Nephi Khaliki,
and activist, model and actress Mindy Robinson, she stated:
—How Joe Lombardo blamed Republicans for the
1 October mass shooting
—How Joe Lombardo used the 1 October tragedy to
power his campaign and help Sisolak get elected
—How Joe Lombardo was the key to turning the state
blue after 30 years of Republican leadership
—Joe’s terrible record on Second Amendment
—Joe’s consistent attempts to sabotage CCW permitting in Clark County
If you are like most every supporter of the Second Amendment and want to see Steve Sisolak removed from office,
you need to know how Joe Lombardo plans to run for governor — simply to ensure Sisolak stays in office.
The more people know, the better our chances of exposing
that plot and removing Sisolak.

June 22-28, 2022 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / Page 11

Progressives looking to change the narrative

By Hanna Trudo
The Hill
Progressives are ready to change
the storyline that their wing of the
party is losing Democrats’ civil war.
Candidate defeats and a rash of
negative headlines have caused soul
searching on the left, prompting
some to recalibrate what they need
to do to maintain credibility going
into a challenging midterm cycle.
Two top progressives in the
House — Reps. Pramila Jayapal
(D-Wash.) and Ro Khanna (D-Calif.) — believe Democrats still have
a shot at keeping Congress. But to
do that, they told The Hill, the party
must deliver economically in the
short term for their voters, while
putting more candidates in office
who can push their progressive
message into the future.
“Every time someone brings up
a loss, I’m like, ‘let me give you
two for that. Two wins,’ “ Jayapal
said in a wide-ranging conversation
Monday in her Capitol Hill office.
“It’s a narrative that benefits the
people that are in power or have
power in our political process. But
the reality is the progressive movement is ascendent in this country,”
she said. “We have completely
changed the narrative of what it
means to invest in working people.”
To be sure, that view may be a
rosy one. Painful primary losses
have offset some of the excitement
of early wins, and Republicans are
widely expected to take control of
the House with the midterm elections, driven in large part by the
economic pain many are feeling.
But Jayapal and Khanna warn
that pain, largely from the skyhigh inflation that hits lower- and
middle-class Americans the hardest, won’t improve without more
intervention from Congress and
the White House — the type of
intervention progressives have long
pushed for, and President Biden has
promised.
During the last election, Biden
wooed many reluctant voters by
pitching an FDR-style vision he
said would move people out of
debilitating circumstances. In turn,
enough people believed in that
promise to send him to the Oval
Office.
But much of that pledge has

since faded, frayed or completely
fallen apart, causing lawmakers
and activists on the left to push
more strongly than their moderate
counterparts to lead with a populist
vision. If they don’t, some argue,
they risk giving the GOP control
in the fall and beyond.
“I am convinced a bold, populist,
aspirational economic message
can inspire and win,” said Khanna,
another top House progressive
searching for new ways to address
the current problems. “We need
to rebuild our economy around
high-wage jobs for all and future
industries. That should be the core
of our mantra.”
The three-term congressman,
who was elected in 2016 when
former President Trump rose to
prominence, has been expressing
concerns for months, most recently
in a New York Times op-ed that
resisted the desire to ding the other
side for the stagnation.
“There is no patience for incrementalism or political spin about
economic numbers in these times,”
he wrote. “Democrats can’t just
blame the Republicans for lacking
a plan.”
Khanna’s preferred path out of
the danger zone includes forming
a special inflation task force and
using a World War II-era measure
called “preemptive buying,” which
gives the government authority to
buy necessary items such as food
and oil globally when prices drop.
The idea of populist economic re-

form expands on what Sen. Bernie
Sanders (I-Vt.) focused on during
the presidential election, when
Khanna co-chaired his campaign,
and was prevalent in former President Clinton’s administration. He
and Jayapal both enjoy a close
working relationship with the current White House. As chair of the
Congressional Progressive Caucus,
Jayapal pointed to several accomplishments she believes Democrats
can campaign on in the fall.
Biden’s embrace of tax reform
thrilled skeptical liberals who
initially wondered if he’d be too
fiscally moderate to push for it.
When he cut stimulus checks to
address inequalities exacerbated by
COVID-19, even more were happy
that Americans’ daily struggles
from the pandemic could be eased.
And he’s canceled tens of millions
of dollars in student debt with the
possibility of more to come, partially checking off one of liberals’
biggest wish list items — though
falling far short of what many
would like to see.
“The president has said to me,
personally, the Progressive Caucus
has had the president’s back on
many, many things,” Jayapal said.
What Jayapal considers one of
the left’s biggest wins, however,
didn’t quite come to fruition. The
House passed Biden’s massive
social spending and climate change
Build Back Better package, but
it didn’t move in the Senate after
two moderate Democrats refused

to back it. Still, the congresswoman
from Washington says the lower
chamber’s passage shows progressives were able to move a popular
agenda backed by Biden. On top of
that, she said, the White House has
already enacted many of their most
important executive actions.
“This bigger narrative shift
has not been covered very much,”
she said. “And I think it’s really
important.”
“Would we like them to move
even faster?” Jayapal conceded,
“Definitely.”
While she and others in the
House are still willing to work
closely with administration officials, others are sharpening their
criticism of the president, whose
approval rating is now below 40
percent. In the Senate, Sanders
recently called for a broad change
of direction on vision and policy, while Sen. Elizabeth Warren
(D-Mass.) recently wrote it’s not
too late to get some wins on the
books, aiming to offer a more
optimistic tone. Both were in the
context of the midterms.
But while the focus in Congress
has been searching for a way out of
the muck — no easy task with a narrow majority and history working
against their favor — progressives
on the outside are facing their own
series of challenges.
“We need to be telling folks
that we aren’t losing steam,” said
Connor Farrell, the founder of Left
Rising, a group aimed at electing

more liberal Democrats to office.
“We have won several high-profile
primaries while being outspent by
the establishment.”
The most recent was a surprise
victory in Oregon’s 5th Congressional District, where progressive
Jamie McLeod-Skinner ousted
conservative Democratic Rep.
Kurt Schrader, who was backed
by Biden.
“We have expanded the ‘squad’
and its allies despite a major regressive backlash from corporate
establishment forces,” he said.
Liberal strategists and allied
groups are nonetheless upset over
other primary losses, and progressives who were once bullish on
their chances to oust top-tier incumbents are worried public defeats
have halted their momentum.
They watched their biggest and
most high-profile race, a rematch
in Texas’s 28th Congressional
District, slip away by just a few
hundred votes, when voters chose
Rep. Henry Cuellar (D-Texas) over
activist Jessica Cisneros. Earlier,
they saw another big rematch in
Ohio’s 11th Congressional District
go to Rep. Shontel Brown (D-Ohio)
over activist and Sanders ally
Nina Turner. And in New York,
a young Muslim women named
Rana Abdelhamid, who was gaining traction in pockets of Queens,
saw her chances extinguished after
a complex redistricting process effectively pushed out lesser-known
candidates from the 12th Congressional District.
To make matters worse, voters
in San Francisco, one of the most
liberal cities in the country, voted
to recall District Attorney Chesa
Boudin, a staunch progressive who
sought to curb police influence.
Still, some progressives see
success more holistically. They
suggest there’s a longer-term strategy at play, where recruiting and
successfully slotting new members
into office takes time.
“It’s about expectation setting,”
said Farrell. “In 2018, we got [Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez] elected;
in 2020, [Reps.] Cori [Bush] and
Jamaal [Bowman]. In 2022, we’ll
send at least two new [progressive
members] to Congress, despite the
major pushback. We are winning.”

Biden team pushes back on recession fears

By Zach Schonfeld
The Hill
Senior Biden administration officials on
Sunday pushed back on some economists’
projections of an impending recession, arguing that it is possible to curb inflation without
causing a major economic slowdown.
“It’s President Biden’s top priority to
bring it down, and Chair Powell has said
that his goal is to bring inflation down while
maintaining a strong labor market,” Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen said on Sunday.
“That’s going to take skill and luck, but I
believe it’s possible. I don’t think a recession
is inevitable.”
“Over time, I certainly expect inflation
to come down, and I think it’s possible to
have that happen in the context of a strong
labor market,” Yellen added on ABC’s “This
Week.”
Yellen also said she expected the economy
to “slow” because of the Federal Reserve’s
interest rate hikes but stressed that consumer
spending remains strong, even as people
shift their spending patterns to accommodate
higher food and energy prices.
“Bank balances are high,” Yellen said.
“It’s clear that most consumers, even lower
income households, continue to have buffer
stocks of savings that will enable them to
maintain spending.”
That sentiment was shared by National
Economic Council Director Brian Deese,
who also pointed to low proportions of
people missing payments on mortgages and
credit cards.
“Not only is a recession not inevitable,
but I think that a lot of people are underestimating those strengths and the resilience of
the American economy,” Deese said during
an appearance on CBS’s “Face the Nation.”
The officials echoed President Biden’s

comments to The Associated Press on Thursday. Biden said one day after the Federal
Reserve hiked interest rates by the largest
amount in nearly 30 years that a recession
was “not inevitable.”
The rate hikes, which make borrowing
more expensive, aim to contain price growth
by reducing demand to better match supply.
But as businesses curb spending in response
to the hikes, employment growth is already
beginning to slow from the torrid gains seen
earlier in the year.
Fed Chairman Jerome Powell has indicated the central bank will continue raising
interest rates higher to restrain the economy,
with Fed officials expecting to hike interest
rates by another 2 percentage points by the
end of the year, which would be the highest
since the lead-up to the 2007-08 financial
crisis and recession.
The Biden administration has repeatedly
stressed it will not interfere with or pressure

the Fed’s effort to raise interest rates.
But some leading economists have disagreed with the administration’s optimism.
Former Treasury Secretary Larry Summers said Sunday on NBC’s “Meet the Press”
that he predicts a recession by the end of next
year based on historical trends.
“Nothing is certain and all economic
forecasts have uncertainty,” said Summers.
“My best guess is that a recession is ahead.”
Many experts predicting a recession point
to supply-side challenges beyond the Fed’s
control, like Russia’s invasion of Ukraine
that has sent food and fuel prices soaring.
Those commodities helped power a May
spike in inflation that surpassed economists’
projections.
“We face unprecedented global circum-

stances, a global pandemic and a war in
Europe, that is affecting the global economy,”
Deese said on CBS. “But at the same time, we
have a strategy that will make a difference.”
Beyond stressing the Fed’s independence,
administration officials have said that strategy includes passing legislation to reduce
everyday costs. Deese called legislative
remedies the White House’s “single most
impactful” avenue to curb rising prices.
Senate Minority Leader Charles Schumer
(D-N.Y.) and Sen. Joe Manchin (D-W.Va.)
have been privately meeting to negotiate a
bill to reduce prescription drug costs, a piece
proposed as part of Biden’s Build Back Better
agenda that Manchin ultimately opposed.
“We’re working very closely with congressional leadership, with Senate leadership,
on that,” Deese said on CBS. “Sen. Schumer
is working with his caucus to try to get a final
package in place, and we’re hopeful that we’ll
see progress on that in the coming weeks.”
Deese added that the administration is
also working to pass legislation to accelerate
domestic production of semiconductor chips
to boost supply and pushing for a corporate
minimum tax to reduce the federal deficit.
Yellen, meanwhile, said on “This Week”
that the administration may also propose a
federal gas tax holiday to curb rising prices
at the pump. Gas prices have hovered around
a national average of $5 in recent days.
“Gas prices have risen a great deal and
it’s clearly burdening households,” Yellen
said on ABC.
“So he stands ready to work with Congress, and that’s an idea that’s certainly worth
considering.”

Supply Chain Bottleneck
(Continued from Page 10)
Shipping companies have hit back at the
U.S. government, calling representatives’
claims a “mischaracterization.”
”We are appalled by the continued
mischaracterization of the industry by U.S.
government representatives, and concerned
about the disconnect between hard data and
inflammatory rhetoric,” the World Shipping
Council, an industry trade group, said in a
Monday statement, following the passage
of the bill.
“The 22 (not nine) international carriers
that serve the American people, industry
and government on the Asia-United States
trade are part of the global supply chain that
has built this country. … The increased rate

levels we have seen over the past years are
a function of demand outstripping supply
and landside congestion, exacerbated by
pandemic-related disruption,” the group said.
Global shipping aside, trade between Asia
and the U.S. is what keeps so many low-cost
goods stocked on U.S. shelves, according
to Shih.
“That is really what’s kept inflation in
check over the last 20 years, is when we
really moved a lot of production to low-cost
countries thanks to low-cost container shipping,” Shih said.
“So now as people talk about, well it’s
time to reshore more, it’s time to move stuff
closer, just remember that’s what’s kept inflation in check,” Shih continued.
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Democrats face congressional rout
amid historically terrible headwinds

By Reid Wilson
The Hill
Midterm election years are almost never
good for a president’s party. Even before the
calamitous events of the past 10 months,
Democrats knew the first midterm election
of President Biden’s tenure in office would
be a challenge.
But the cascade of catastrophe that has
so dented what little American optimism
remained in the waning days of the pandemic and the associated economic recovery
has even the most optimistic Democratic
Party strategists and pollsters staring into an
unprecedented abyss. Their standing, about
five months before voters head to the polls,
is worse than it has been for any president in
modern times, by almost any indicator.
A new study compiled by Gallup comparing widely used barometers of midterm
attitudes since 1974, which has made the
rounds widely in Democratic circles this
week, underscores just how bad the atmosphere has become.
Biden’s approval rating stands at an average of just 41 percent in Gallup surveys,
tied with former President Trump before the
2018 midterms and lower than any president
except George W. Bush in 2006.
Just 18 percent of Americans approve of
the job Congress is doing, the lowest figure
for a midterm year and 3 points lower than
its rating in both 2018, when Republicans
lost control of Congress, and 2010, when
Democrats surrendered control.
Only 16 percent of Americans are satisfied
with the direction of the country, another
nadir. And the gap between those who see an
economy headed in a negative direction and
those who see economic conditions heading
the right way is 32 percentage points, on par
with the depths of the great recession ahead of
the 2010 midterms. “Today’s polls indicate a
tsunami,” said David Paleologos, who heads
polling at Suffolk University.
Interviews with half a dozen Democratic
strategists and pollsters — most of whom
declined to put their anxiety on the record
— show a party clinging to hopes that voter
anger can be spread across the aisle. They
point to numbers that show that while Democrats aren’t popular, neither are Republicans,
and that several major events still to play out
before the midterm elections will underscore

the GOP’s chief weaknesses.
“Abortion, guns and Jan. 6 are causing
them real problems taking advantage of the
political environment,” said John Anzalone,
who conducted polling for Biden’s 2020
presidential campaign. “Voters may not be
happy with the party in power, but they sure
aren’t excited about the alternative.”
A spate of recent polls underscore the
point that, while national indicators hint at
a GOP rout, that hasn’t translated into huge
leads for Republican candidates.
In Pennsylvania, a survey out this week
and last shows Lt. Gov. John Fetterman (D)
leading celebrity doctor Mehmet Oz (R) by a
9-point margin in the race for an open Senate
seat and Attorney General Josh Shapiro (D)
leading state Sen. Doug Mastriano (R) by 4
points in the race for governor. In Georgia,
Sen. Raphael Warnock (D) and former NFL
running back Herschel Walker (R) are tied.
One survey this week of voters in North
Carolina showed former state Supreme Court
Chief Justice Cheri Beasley (D) leading Rep.
Ted Budd (R) in the race for Senate, while
three polls last month showed Budd with
leads. And in Ohio, a state Trump carried
by a wide margin, an initial survey showed
Trump-backed author J.D. Vance (R) outpacing Rep. Tim Ryan (D) by only 3 percentage
points, with nearly 20 percent undecided.
“It is a challenging environment, one that
we could have predicted years ago because
it follows historic trends. It’s very difficult
to break those historic trends at the national
level. But there certainly is an opportunity,

race by race, for Democrats to chart a different course,” said Matt Canter, a Democratic
pollster. “A lot can change. Things can get
worse, but there’s no question that things can
get better as well.”
Under the hood of those promising — or at
least not disastrous — results are more warning signs for the Democratic incumbents.
Biden’s approval ratings are even worse in
those swing states than they are nationally.
They stand at 38 percent in Georgia, a state
he won by just 11,000 votes, and 39 percent
in Pennsylvania, a state Biden carried by
80,000 votes.
History is not a source of hope for Democrats, especially those relying on pro-Biden
sentiment for their own chances. Only twice
since 1974 has a president’s party gained
seats in midterm elections: In 1998, when Bill
Clinton’s approval rating stood at 66 percent
and Americans had a positive impression of
economic conditions by a 60 point margin,
and in 2004, when 63 percent approved of
George W. Bush’s handling of the presidency
and Congress’s approval rating stood at 50
percent, a margin unmatched since.
Some Democratic pollsters point to partisanship as another cause for concern. Today,
45 percent of Americans say they are Democrats or lean toward the party, and the same
number say they are Republicans or lean that
way. In the last three midterm elections in
which the two parties were at parity or within
one point of even, Democrats have lost seats
— including in 2010 and 1994, the two years
when Republicans reclaimed 63 and 53 U.S.

House seats, respectively.
Paleologos, the Suffolk University pollster, said the Democrats who are doing relatively well in his surveys — Ryan in Ohio
and Fetterman in Pennsylvania — are running
as outsiders.
“These Democrats are threading the needle into the current political fabric by being
populists, winning among independents
and talking about solving bread-and-butter
issues county by county while distancing
themselves from Biden and D.C.,” he said.
Canter, the Democratic pollster, said his
party has routinely failed to create a national
brand. And while the GOP’s national brand
may not be popular in a vacuum, it still creates an affinity among millions of voters who
backed Trump in 2020.
“Their brand today is the party of Trump.
That’s what we have to work with, and it’s not
perfect. Trump got 72 million votes, so just
being the party of Trump in this environment
is not enough to lose. What we have to do is
build a brand for them that uplifts the most
offensive and egregious and concerning aspects of Trumpism,” he said in an interview.
“That’s what the MAGA messaging is about,
developing a message and narrative that both
mobilizes our base and communicates something that at a minimum is not unhelpful to
swing voters.”
The most optimistic Democrats cautioned
that there are still variables to consider before voters go to the polls: a Supreme Court
ruling expected to overturn a national right
to an abortion, the Jan 6 committee hearings
that will shed light on the GOP’s complicity
in Trump’s efforts to overturn a national
election, gas prices that could come down
and inflation that could ease as the Federal
Reserve acts to raise interest rates.
But the reverse is also possible, and potentially more likely. The summer driving
season has not yet fully begun. Russia’s
war on Ukraine shows no sign of slowing.
The Fed’s move to raise interest rates by as
much as three-quarters of a percent, if it does
stem inflation, may also tip the economy into
recession. Biden’s numbers, low as they are,
may not yet have hit bottom.
“If there is a market crash or if we go from
recession to deep recession (or depression)
come November, it’s over for Democrats,”
Paleologos said.

Biden aides ‘tapped out’ as White House faces staff shake up
By Alex Gangitano
and Amie Parnes
The Hill
The White House has faced a
slew of departures recently, with
several top officials announcing
at once that they are moving on
after 18 months in the administration during a time when President
Biden’s job approval rating continues to sink amid consistently poor
marks politically.
While 18 months is typical for
staff turnover in the White House,
it comes at a perilous moment for
Democrats ahead of crucial midterm elections.
“Given the complex challenges
that the administration is facing,
these departures are coming at an
inopportune time,” said Democratic
strategist Joel Payne.
Still, Payne added, “at this point
in an administration, it is not abnormal to experience attrition.”
One senior administration official acknowledged that many aides
are “tapped out.”
“It’s been a long few years,” the
official said. “The burnout is real. It
might not be the ideal time to leave
with everything going on, but it’s
the right time.”
The official explained the early
summer months are considered the
best time to leave, before midterms
season begins. “And then you’re
really locked in,” they added.
The departure of White House
counsel Dana Remus, who is set to
leave next month and be replaced
by her top deputy Stuart Delery,
was this week’s most major announcement. Remus oversaw the
selection of Ketanji Brown Jackson
to serve on the Supreme Court, as
well as the filling of a slew of federal judicial seats while she served
in her role, which is considered one
of the most challenging jobs in the
West Wing.
Her departure comes ahead of
what is expected to be a GOP takeover of the closely split House and

Senate chambers after November’s
midterm election. The White House
counsel’s office would be in the
spotlight to respond to requests expected by Republican lawmakers,
who are expected to lead probes
into the administration.
Former Rep. Chris Carney (DPa.), a Biden ally and senior policy
adviser at Nossaman LLP, argued
that Remus’s departure offers good
timing for the White House to prepare for such investigations.
“I think it would be more surprising if she left in the fall. I
think that her timing now provides
Delery more than ample time to get
prepared for the kinds of onslaught
they expect from Republicans in the
fall,” he said.
Still, others see the host of departures as a precarious situation for
the White House with a president
facing consistently low approval
numbers, increasingly high gas
prices and stubborn inflation.
“It doesn’t look good,” said one
Democratic strategist. “The perception from the outside is that it’s not
the place you want to be. There’s a
lot of finger-pointing going around
right now. It doesn’t seem like it’s
humming the way it should be.”
But some new and familiar faces
have already begun replacing those
who have left.
This week, Keisha Lance Bottoms, the former mayor of Atlanta,
was named senior adviser to the
president for public engagement

and will replace former Rep. Cedric
Richmond (D-La.), who left the
White House last month.
Bottoms will take on a top adviser role in the West Wing after
serving as vice chairwoman of
civic engagement and voter protection at the Democratic National
Committee, bringing some political
chops to the job while Biden looks
towards the midterms.
“I think bringing Lance Bottoms
on was kind of a genius stroke, and
I’m very glad that she agreed to do
it. She does have a very broad background in Democratic politics. Her
positions in politics, and in Georgia
politics in particular, will be very
helpful going into the midterms but
also going into 2024,” Carney said.
Julie Chavez Rodriguez was
promoted this week to senior adviser and assistant to the president
and plans to continue serving as
director of the White House Of-

fice of Intergovernmental Affairs.
Chavez Rodriquez, who will be
the first Latina to ever hold a top
West Wing staffing role, also has
political experience after working
on Biden’s 2020 campaign and
on Harris’ campaign. She’s also
the granddaughter of farm worker
rights leader Cesar Chavez.
Her promotion comes as concerns mount among Democrats
about their chances to win over
Hispanic voters, particularly in
Florida, where Biden struggled in
the 2020 election.
The comings and goings of
White House aides also come as
Biden’s approval rating dropped
for its third straight week, falling
to 39 percent, with 56 percent of
Americans disapproving of his job
performance.
Stewart Verdery, a former aide in
the George W. Bush administration,
argued that tough polling for Biden
isn’t at the fault of officials inside
the White House.
“This administration actually
has had a ton of stability at its
senior levels. The cabinet is intact
and most senior staff are still in
place, especially compared to the
roller-coaster of personnel changes
we saw in 2019 and 2020,” he said,
referring to the tumultuous Trump
administration.
“The dismal poll numbers for
the Democrats are more about angst
about their local policies — school

shutdowns, prosecutors who don’t
prosecute, homelessness — and the
worldwide energy market than anything specific White House political
staff can affect,” he added.
The White House has also seen a
cluster of departures from the press
office, most notably former press
secretary Jen Psaki, who left last
month to take a job at MSNBC. She
was replaced by Karine Jean-Pierre,
who made history as the first Black
and first openly LGBTQ person to
hold the role.
But when it comes to losses,
Biden’s rapid response director
Mike Gwin, who has served in
the White House since Biden took
office, left for a role at the Treasury
Department and press wrangler Michael Kikukawa also left this week
for a role at Treasury.
Vedant Patel, who had served as
an assistant press secretary since
Biden took office, left for the State
Department, and Amanda Finney,
former chief of staff in the White
House press office, left for the Department of Energy.
While bidding farewell to Finney, Jean-Pierre joked about the
multiple departures at the top of
a recent press briefing earlier this
month.
“I know every day, every day
I’m going to be doing these little
goodbyes, but I promise we will
have a press shop,” she said. “But
not everyone is leaving.”
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5 notable moments from Trump’s remarks
at the Faith and Freedom Coalition event

By Jared Gans
The Hill
Former President Trump spoke
at the Road to Majority Policy Conference of the Faith and Freedom
Coalition, a conservative advocacy
organization, in Nashville, Tenn.,
on Friday.
Trump repeatedly mentioned
the ongoing investigations into the
Jan. 6, 2021, Capitol insurrection
throughout the speech, attacking
the probes’ legitimacy and defending those accused of having been
involved in the riot.
The comments come as the
House select committee investigating Jan. 6 is in the midst of
holding a series of public hearings,
in which it is making the case that a
Trump-led effort to retain power led
directly to the insurrection.
Trump also criticized the Biden
administration over rising inflation
and its policies on a range of other
issues while defending conservative measures opposing abortion
rights and discussions of gender
identity in schools.
Here are some of the most notable moments from Trump’s speech.
Trump floats pardons for
Jan. 6 defendants after
a potential 2024 win
Trump said he would “very, very
seriously” consider issuing pardons
to defendants in cases connected to
the Jan. 6 riot if he were reelected
president. He claimed the defendants are being “treated worse than
terrorists and murderers” and that
most are charged with “parading”
through the Capitol.
Trump has not yet announced
whether he will run for president
again in 2024, but has teased the
possibility of such a run more than
once.
The Department of Justice
(DOJ) said in a press release earlier
this month that more than 840 people have been charged so far with
crimes relating to the insurrection,
ranging from assaulting officers to

entering a restricted federal building. More than 300 have pled guilty.
“If we’re going to be one people
and one nation, America must have
one set of laws and one system of
justice,” Trump said. “We don’t
have that. We have two systems.
The radical left is not above the law,
and conservatives are not beneath
the law.”
He has previously said that if he
ran and was elected president again,
he would treat those charged in
connection with the Capitol attack
“fairly.”
Before leaving office, Trump
issued pardons to several of his allies, including his former campaign
chairman Paul Manafort and former
White House chief strategist Steve
Bannon.
Trump continues attacks
on Pence over 2020
election certification
Trump continued to criticize
former Vice President Pence for
rebuffing the former president’s
calls for him to refuse to certify
the results of the 2020 presidential
election. He called Pence a “human
conveyor belt” for asserting that
he was constitutionally required
to oversee the certification and
could not reject electoral votes over
Trump’s false claims of voter fraud.
“Mike Pence had a chance to be

great. He had a chance to be frankly
historic. But just like [former Attorney General] Bill Barr and the rest
of these weak people, Mike — and
I say it sadly because I like him —
but Mike did not have the courage
to act,” Trump said.
In its public hearing on Thursday, the House Jan. 6 committee
sought to show how Trump and
his allies put pressure on Pence to
block the certification of the election and lionized the former vice
president for refusing to do so.
Pence has repeatedly stated that
he did not have the authority to
reject the electoral votes, saying
in February: ”President Trump is
wrong. I had no right to overturn
the election.” His break from the
former president on the matter has
been an ongoing source of tension
between the two.
Trump claims without
evidence that Jan. 6 videos
shown as evidence
are doctored
Trump questioned the validity of
the evidence the select committee
has shown during its hearings, saying without providing evidence that
the video has either been doctored
or intentionally edited to make the
day’s events appear worse than they
were. He said the committee has
shown five-second clips of multi-

hour-long depositions to make
“everybody look bad.”
“They ripped completely out of
context these statements in many
cases to create an impression that’s
the exact opposite of the truth so
that what you’re seeing is a complete and total lie, complete and
total fraud,” Trump said.
He accused the committee of
postponing its hearing scheduled
for this past Wednesday to have
time to doctor additional videos.
The committee said it postponed
the hearing to give staff members
more time to prepare the video the
members wanted to play.
Trump asserts Capitol riot
was ‘a simple protest
that got out of hand’
Trump sought to downplay the
size of the mob that stormed the
Capitol and the violence that occurred that day.
He said the crowd he spoke to
at the rally at the Ellipse near the
White House before the riot was
possibly the largest group he ever
spoke to and said a “very small percentage” of those people went to the
Capitol. He additionally claimed
that many of those who did go the
Capitol “did nothing wrong.”
The Associated Press reported
in April 2021 that at least 10,000
people were present at Trump’s
rally. The FBI has estimated that
about 2,000 people were involved
in the attack on the Capitol.
Trump also argued that no one
who stormed the Capitol had weapons, but according to the DOJ more
than 80 people have been charged
with entering a restricted area with
a dangerous or deadly weapon in
connection with the attack and 90
have been charged with using such
a weapon.
In one such case, Texas native
Guy Reffitt, a member of the militia
group the Texas Three Percenters,
was convicted in March of bringing
a firearm into restricted grounds
of the Capitol in addition to four

other counts.
Trump bashes ‘left-wing
indoctrination’ in education
Trump spoke in opposition to a
range of issues that he identified as
part of a “left-wing indoctrination”
of children in schools. He claimed
the “radical left” is at war with
western civilization, science, truth
and morality.
He accused educators of “pushing inappropriate sexual, racial and
political material” on children.
“You can’t teach the Bible, but
you can teach that men can get
pregnant, and kindergarteners can
pick their own gender,” he said.
Trump’s comments are in line
with steps that Republicans in various states have taken on LGBTQ
issues. Eighteen states have passed
laws banning transgender students
from competing on sports teams
reflecting their gender identity, according to the nonprofit think tank
Movement Advancement Project.
Florida’s “Don’t Say Gay” law
placing restrictions on discussions
of sexual orientation and gender
identity in schools has gained national attention, and conservative
state lawmakers around the country
are considering similar legislation.
LGBTQ advocacy groups have
condemned such laws, calling them
discriminatory. President Biden this
week signed an executive order
that aims to use the authority of
the federal government to push
back on the measures, with a senior
administration official calling them
“hateful discriminatory laws that
target children.”
Trump called for parents having
the right to “opt out” of the alleged
“indoctrination” and send their
children to the school they want.
“Pushing woke gender ideology,
woke gender ideology, think of it,
on young people is nothing less
than child abuse,” he claimed. “No
teacher should be allowed to teach
transgender to our children without
parents’ consent.”

something clearly changed between
yesterday and today in the state of
Florida,” he added.
But Florida’s Department of
Health spokesman Jeremy Redfern said nothing has changed and
the plan all along has been to let
providers start ordering from the
state’s online portal as soon as the
Food and Drug Administration
authorized the shots.
Redfern said Florida refuses to
be the Biden administration’s ware-

house for unused vaccines. Once a
doctor’s office or hospital knows
what its demand is, it is free to put
in an order with the state, he said.
Lisa Gwynn, president of the
Florida Chapter of the American
Academy of Pediatrics, accused the
DeSantis administration of playing
political games.
“Look at all the attention that
this whole thing has brought to our
governor,” she said.
Gwynn said it wasn’t clear that

doctors would be allowed to order
vaccines so quickly.
“The challenge right now that
we’re most concerned about is because we’re the last ones to order,
we’re going to be the last ones to
receive it,” Gwynn said.
“We could have started vaccinating our kids this week. But now we
have to wait until July. You know,
I mean, kids can still get sick. Kids
can bring it home and give it to
family members,” she added.

DeSantis escalates feud with White House
By Nathaniel Weixel
The Hill
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis
(R) is escalating his feud with the
White House over the COVID-19
response as he positions himself for
a possible presidential campaign
in 2024.
DeSantis has been taking heat
for his decision not to preorder from
the federal government COVID-19
vaccines for infants and young kids.
The White House initially made
10 million vaccines for young children available for states to preorder
in anticipation that the shots will
get the green light from federal
regulators.
Having a small stockpile of doses on hand will mean shots can start
being administered shortly after the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention endorses their use.
But Florida was the only state
that decided not to place an order.
During a press conference on
Thursday, DeSantis said kids have
“practically zero risk” of getting
seriously ill from COVID-19 and
that the state will not be devoting
any resources to getting them vaccinated.
“Doctors can get it. Hospitals
can get it. But there’s not going to
be any state programs that are going
to be trying to get COVID jabs to
infants and toddlers and newborns,”
DeSantis said to applause from the
crowd on hand. “That’s not where
we’re gonna be utilizing our resources.”
White House officials accused
DeSantis of denying parents the
right to choose whether to get their
kids vaccinated.
“The state of Florida intentionally missed multiple deadlines to
order vaccines to protect its youngest kids,” White House coronavirus
response coordinator Ashish Jha
told reporters Friday.
“Now, despite repeated efforts
to reach out and engage officials in
the state of Florida, elected officials
deliberately chose to delay taking
action to deny Florida parents the
choice whether to vaccinate their
children or not,” Jha said.
DeSantis has spent much of
the pandemic attacking the Biden
administration’s COVID-19 mitigation efforts.
The Sunshine State’s governor
has made it a point of pride to question and challenge a range of federal
guidance, repeatedly promoting
the “freedom” of a state without
policies such as mask or vaccine

mandates.
The Florida Department of
Health is led by Surgeon General
Joseph Ladapo, a DeSantis appointee who has openly questioned the
safety and benefit of the COVID-19
vaccines.
In March, Florida became the
first state to recommend against
vaccinating healthy kids and teenagers ages 5 to 17. The state issued
guidance saying those kids “may
not benefit from receiving the
currently available COVID-19
vaccine.”
Even though federal agencies
and national health groups recommend vaccinating young children,
DeSantis suggested the vaccines
have not been through enough
testing to ensure they are safe for
use in kids.
“Our Department of Health has
been very clear, the risk outweighs
the benefits and we recommend
against it,” DeSantis said.
Still, he noted the state was not
stopping any doctor or hospital
from ordering what they may need.
Florida’s Department of Health
said it was merely choosing not
to participate in the “convoluted”
federal vaccine distribution process, “especially when the federal
government has a track record of
developing inconsistent and unsustainable COVID-19 policies.”
The agency insisted there will be
no delay in providers getting doses
should they want any.
There was more finger-pointing
on Friday, after the White House
implied DeSantis bowed to public
pressure and reversed course by
allowing pediatricians and other
providers to order vaccines.
“Yesterday, pediatricians in every state in the country could order
vaccines or had the opportunity
to order vaccines for their offices,
except for pediatricians of Florida.
As of today, pediatricians in Florida
now have that choice,” Jha said.
“Whether that’s a reversal or not,
I will leave up to you to decide. But
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Seven presidential contenders for the GOP in 2024
By Niall Stanage
The Hill
Former President Trump is still
the dominant figure in the Republican Party, but his stranglehold is
loosening.
Trump-backed candidates have
had a mixed record in GOP primaries so far this cycle, with high-profile losses in Georgia, Nebraska
and a key South Carolina district
undercutting many other wins.
The work of the House select
committee on Jan. 6, 2021, also
places Trump’s role in the insurrection squarely in the spotlight.
To be sure, Trump leads early
2024 polls by a wide margin. But
there is no guarantee that the ever-unpredictable Trump will enter
the race. And there is a growing
consensus among Republican insiders that, if he does, he will face
a serious challenge.
So, if the 2024 GOP nominee
ends up being someone other than
Trump, whom might it be?
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis
DeSantis is Trump’s most serious rival at this early stage.
The Florida governor has a
multilayered appeal. Conservatives
loved his pushback against mask
and vaccine mandates during the
pandemic. He has embraced the
culture wars with vigor, including
his advocacy of legislation that
liberal critics dubbed the “Don’t
Say Gay” bill.
The mere fact that DeSantis
sparks such ire from left-leaning
voters is almost certainly an asset
in a GOP primary.
More concretely, DeSantis is a
prodigious fundraiser. He surpassed
$100 million in his reelection coffers this spring.
Some figures close to Trump
believe DeSantis could be scared
off and would be reluctant to enter
a head-to-head race with the former
president.
But plenty of others think he is
the clearest example of the kind
of candidate — populist but disciplined — who would have a real
shot of beating Trump.
Former Vice President
Mike Pence
Pence is in the spotlight, whether
it’s welcome or otherwise, this
week.
The Jan. 6 committee’s Thursday
hearing was focused on Trump’s
efforts to pressure Pence to help

overturn the election. Pence famously resisted — putting his life
in danger in the process.
Pence’s steadfastness on that
issue, though praised by many beyond the GOP, could be a problem
in a presidential primary. Pence’s
main calling card in such a race
would be his closeness to Trump
while in office, but the most fervent
Trump supporters won’t easily
forget what they see as a betrayal
on Jan. 6.
“There are Never Pencers out
there for sure, and that will be a
challenge,” said GOP strategist
Brad Blakeman. “But I don’t think
it is insurmountable.”
Others are not so sure Pence can
get over the hurdle.
“Pence is a spent bullet,” said
one conservative leader supportive
of Trump. “He was a great vice
president, but he has no grassroots
support. He is the choice of the
donor class.”
Pence has distanced himself further from Trump in recent months,
stating plainly that Trump was
“wrong” to think he could overturn
the election and campaigning for
incumbent Georgia Gov. Brian
Kemp (R), whom Trump was desperate to oust.
He is a canny politician and has
deep roots in the religious right. It’s
just not clear how far those assets
would take him in a crowded field.
Former United Nations
Ambassador Nikki Haley
No one in Republican politics
doubts that Haley, who was twice
elected as South Carolina’s governor before becoming U.S. ambas-

sador to the United Nations during
the Trump administration, has her
mind set on higher office.
Haley has long been seen as a
rising star. She was the first female
governor of the Palmetto State. The
daughter of Indian immigrants, she
was also viewed as an exemplar of
how the GOP could reach beyond
its white base.
“She is just an attractive political figure,” said Matt Mackowiak,
the chairman of the Travis County
Republican Party in Texas. “She is
conservative, but she does that in a
way that is persuasive. Pence has a
line about being a conservative but
not being in a bad mood about it,
and Haley has that quality as well.”
Haley is distrusted in parts of
Trump World, however, and her
political judgment has proved questionable at times.
In the immediate wake of the
insurrection, she was very critical
of Trump in an interview with Politico, saying that “he went down
a path he shouldn’t have, and we
shouldn’t have followed him …
and we can’t let that ever happen
again.”
She later backed off amid a
backlash. By April 2021, she was
saying she would not run in 2024
if Trump does.
Sen. Ted Cruz (Texas)
Cruz ended up in second place
to Trump in the 2016 nominating
process.
Could he benefit from the GOP’s
tendency to nominate a figure who
is seen as next in line? Maybe.
Cruz is a down-the-line conservative, and his pugnacious political

midterms contending with soaring
inflation, as well as Russia’s ongoing invasion of Ukraine, multiple
recent mass shootings and a pending Supreme Court decision likely
overturning Roe v. Wade.

The latest USA TODAY-Suffolk
poll was conducted on June 12
through 15 and among a total of
1,000 respondents. The margin of
error in the poll was 3.1 percentage
points.

Biden approval rating down
to 39 percent in new poll

By Alex Gangitano
The Hill
President Biden’s approval rating is down to 39 percent, according
to a new USA TODAY-Suffolk poll,
marking another dismal survey for
the president amid high inflation
and rising gas prices.
The poll, which was published
on Friday, also showed that 47
percent of respondents “strongly”
disapprove of his job performance
as president, which is up from 44
percent who strongly disapproved
in a February poll.
Only 16 percent of respondents
“strongly” approve of his job performance, according to the poll
released on Friday. Seventy-one
percent of Americans polled said
that the U.S. is “on the wrong track”
and only 16 percent thought it was
headed in the right direction.
Biden has hit below 40 percent
approval rating in a few other recent
polls, including in a Reuters-Ipsos
poll published this week and last
week in a Morning Consult poll,
which was an all-time low at the
time in that survey.
Polling also showed Biden’s
approval rating dropped for its third
straight week this week, which
points to a tough month for the
president, who is challenged with
soaring costs.
Biden, in an interview with The
Associated Press on Thursday, amid
high inflation in the wake of the
Federal Reserve’s decision to raise
interest rates at the quickest pace in
nearly 30 years.
“People are really, really down,”
Biden said.
“They’re really down,” he added.
“The need for mental health in
America, it has skyrocketed, because people have seen everything
upset. Everything they’ve counted
on upset. But most of it’s the consequence of what’s happened, what
happened as a consequence of the
COVID crisis.”
The president is heading into the

persona enthuses his supporters.
But he also has a habit of rubbing people the wrong way. Sen.
Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.) joked
years ago that “If you killed Ted
Cruz on the floor of the Senate, and
the trial was in the Senate, nobody
would convict you.” (Graham later
apologized.)
Cruz’s speech at the 2016 Republican National Convention,
in which he conspicuously failed
to endorse Trump, still sticks in
the throats of many of the former
president’s supporters.
Still, Cruz knows what it takes to
build a presidential campaign, he’s
had a national profile for years and
he’s a fierce competitor.
One added complication: He
is up for reelection to the Senate
in 2024.
Former Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo
Pompeo’s presidential ambitions
seem crystal clear.
Within a couple of months of
President Biden assuming office,
Pompeo was visiting Iowa and
helping fundraise for a Republican
in New Hampshire, traditionally
the two first-to-vote states in the
primary process.
Pompeo’s time as secretary of
State and, prior to that, as CIA
director, gives him plenty of experience to highlight if the political
conversation turns to foreign affairs
or national security.
To skeptics, Pompeo lacks charisma. They also note he has never
run for statewide elected office.
Prior to his appointment as CIA director in 2017, he had served three
terms in the House representing a
Kansas district.
Still, “he is in many ways the
rightful heir to the Trump legacy; he
was responsible for most, if not all,
of his foreign policy agenda; and
he understands Trump and Trump

voters,” said Mackowiak. “I would
not underestimate Mike Pompeo.”
Sen. Tim Scott (S.C.)
If Republicans want a nominee
who can unite the pro-Trump and
Trump-skeptical wings of their party, and perhaps broaden its appeal
among the electorate at large, Scott
could be a real contender.
Conservatives like Scott’s record and up-from-his-bootstraps
personal story, and even political
opponents often like him personally. He is the sole Black Republican
senator as well.
Scott worked with Sen. Cory
Booker (D-N.J.) on proposals for
policing reform for months in 2021,
though the effort did not ultimately
succeed.
“Tim Scott is potentially the best
unifier candidate Republicans could
have,” said Doug Heye, a former
communications director of the Republican National Committee. “He
is the antithesis of polarization.”
It’s hard to find people with bad
things to say about Scott. The doubt
most often voiced about a potential
presidential candidacy is whether
he really wants it enough.
Some who know him feel he’d
be as happy returning to private
life as he would be walking the
West Wing.
South Dakota Gov.
Kristi Noem
Noem took office in January
2019 but only really came to national attention when she railed against
COVID-19-related lockdowns,
insisting that “more freedom, not
more government is the answer.”
She famously supported the Sturgis Motorcycle Rally going ahead
in her state the summer of 2020.
The event drew massive crowds but
was linked to COVID-19 outbreaks
far beyond South Dakota.
If Noem decided to seek the
White House, she would be one of
the most ostentatiously Trumpian
candidates in the field.
The former president appears to
be something of a fan, having held
out the hope that Noem might challenge incumbent Sen. John Thune
(R-S.D.). She declined, and Thune
easily won the GOP primary earlier
this month.
Noem would plainly be a risk,
especially given her relatively scant
experience on the national stage.
And South Dakota, far from the
epicenters of media and money,
is not the easiest state from which
to launch a presidential campaign.
But even some more moderate
Republicans caution against underestimating Noem’s star power
and appeal to the party’s grassroots.
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Will the whole Hollywood scene be either dead
like Ray Liotta, or paralyzed like Justin Bieber?
By Wayne Allyn Root
I’ll get to Justin Bieber and Ray Liotta in
just a minute…
But first I want to explain why I know and
understand liberal Democrats who worship
“the vaccine god” better than any conservative in America.
It’s because I’ve known nothing but liberal Democrats all my life. I grew up on a
dead-end street on the Bronx borderline, in
a majority minority city. I attended an almost
100 percent Black middle school, then a 90
percent Black high school. Almost everyone
I knew was a Democrat.
I grew up Jewish, attended synagogue and
was Bar Mitzvah-ed.
Almost every Jew I knew was a Democratfrom my rabbi, to my own uncles and aunts.
I was accepted to Columbia University,
one of the finest Ivy League colleges in America. Forget Democrats, most of my professors
and classmates bragged they were socialists,
Marxists, or communists.
I became host of five television shows
on Financial News Network (now known
as CNBC). Everyone I met in journalism,
broadcasting and the media was an ultraliberal Democrat.
I lived for 13 years in Malibu, California.
Everyone I met in Malibu was an ultra-liberal
Democrat.
One more unique tidbit — I’m a lifelong
health food and vitamin enthusiast. For
decades most of the people I met in vitamin
stores were liberal Democrats.
So, I’ve been living and working around
liberal Democrats, socialists, Marxists and
communists my entire life. I may understand
them better than any conservative or Republican in America.
And never did politics, or liberal Democrat politics in particular, ever have anything
to do with medicine or vaccines. Actually, to
the contrary, most of the liberal Democrats I
met in my life were cynical, anti-establishment, never trusted anything politicians or
government told them, hated and distrusted
Big Pharma, and were almost always an-

ti-vaccine.
Most of the Birkenstock crowd I met in
vitamin stores and health food stores would
not allow their kids to be vaccinated. Most
of the liberal mothers I met over the years
(and I lived in Manhattan, the Hollywood
Hills and Malibu- so I know liberal mothers)
did not trust vaccines and believed vaccines
caused autism.
So, how did we get here?
Because right now, in this moment in time,
liberal Democrats, and assorted socialists,
Marxists and communists (who make up the
Democrat Party)… and in particular everyone in Hollywood and entertainment… have
spent the past 18 months in a spell… a mass
psychosis… a Stepford Wife trance… a Jim
Jones of Guyana-like, Kool-Aid drinking,
mass brainwashing event.
The liberal Democrats I knew my whole
life were mostly atheists. But suddenly,
every Democrat I meet believes in a “god.”
They’ve all found religion. Their god of
choice is the COVID vaccine. Their religion
is “Vaccineology.”
They love Vaccineology so much, many
of them switched from Scientology.
The liberal Hollywood crowd is filled with
addicts — drug addicts, alcohol addicts, sex
addicts — but now their addiction of choice
is the vaccine needle.

Instead of AA meetings, soon they’ll be
attending VA meetings — “Vaccine Anonymous.”
Suddenly every liberal Democrat in Hollywood loves COVID vaccines like Christians
love Jesus. They worship the needle. They
are desperate for boosters for their boosters!
Suddenly Democrats ask no questionsthey trust everything Big Pharma tells them.
They hate capitalism, yet Big Pharma committing fraud and covering up vaccine injuries and deaths to make trillions of dollars and
turn Big Pharma executives into billionaires,
doesn’t bother them in the slightest.
If a brain-dead zombie puppet with diapers
and dementia (ie Joe Biden) tells them the
vaccine is safe, they just roll up their sleeves
and say, “Your wish is my command.”
Hollywood limousine liberals want the
COVID vaccine god on the back of our coins.
“In Vaxx We Trust.”
Funny, but doesn’t this sound a lot like
what happened under Stalin…and Hitler…
and Castro… and Rev Jim Jones in Guyana?
All over the world athletes, politicians,
actors, rock stars and celebrities have been
“dying suddenly” or suffering cardiac arrest,
heart issues, strokes, blood clots and massive
increases in cancer- all since 2021 and the
advent of the vaccine. Athlete deaths are up
over 1700 percent. FIFA (pro soccer) deaths

are up five fold — almost 100 percent are
heart related. Millennial deaths are up by a
staggering 84 percent since the vaccine.
And like clockwork, the data came out
just today that since February in Canada,
4 out of 5 COVID-19 deaths have been
vaccinated. Keep in mind those are just
deaths from COVID-19 itself. That doesn’t
include deaths among the vaccinated from
heart attack, stroke, blood clots or cancer.
So, the Covid vaccine doesn’t even prevent
death from COVID, while destroying your
immune system.
The numbers are shocking. Ask any life
insurance executive, or funeral home owner.
Ask any cardiac nurse. Study the VAERS
report.
But now it’s hitting home in Hollywood.
In recent weeks one of my favorite actors,
Ray Liotta died in his sleep on the set of his
latest movie. Was he vaccinated? Almost
certainly. No actor can get on a movie set
without proof of vaccination.
And then only days ago, 28-year old
superstar singer Justin Bieber went public
with his face paralysis- from a rare disease
called Ramsay Hunt Syndrome (from a virus
in the shingles family). Bieber was forced to
cancel his tour. Shockingly, his 26-year old
wife had a mini-stroke “unexpectedly” only
weeks ago.
These are medical conditions that mimic
vaccine injuries happening all over the world.
Were Bieber and his young wife vaccinated?
Almost certainly — his fans are not even
allowed to attend his concerts without proof
of vaccination.
NOTE: Obviously, I’m not a MD. I can’t
state for certain that Justin Bieber or his
young wife, or any number of other celebrities, actors, rock stars, athletes, and politicians died or suffered heart attacks or strokes
directly from the COVID vaccine. But I am
an opinion commentator. And it is my opinion
that the vaccine is the likely suspect. And we
all have a right to ask questions. We all have a
responsibility to try to save future lives from
(See Root, Page 16)

America’s shame: About 14 percent
of military families are food insecure
By John Ferrari
American service members and
their families are going hungry
and Congress needs to fix this.
Almost 14 percent of our enlisted
force today is food insecure. These
families struggle to afford to feed
nutritious meals to their loved ones.
To compare, a $15-an-hour minimum wage works out to $31,200
annually, assuming one works a
full-time schedule. A junior enlisted military member in the E3
pay grade — meaning a fairly new
member in the first few years of service — has a base pay of $29,220,
or $14 per hour.
Many people will point out that
this compensation does not include
medical care, housing allowances
and food stipends. Given that most
military service members work
more than 40 hours weekly, at
high-risk jobs, and often deploy
for months on end, a base pay that
provides less money than one can
make in fast food service is probably not the right answer for those
who keep our country safe.
This issue needs to be a top
concern as Congress prepares to
mark up the 2023 National Defense
Authorization Act (NDAA). Our
service members should not have
to apply for extra-governmental
programs or go to food banks. They
should be paid a wage that enables

them to feed their families. The
problem worsened during the pandemic; one study indicated a 150
percent increase in marginal food
insecurity among the U.S. military
in the past two-plus years.
American society continues
to debate whether someone who
works full time should be paid a
living wage. The debate was further
fueled by the October 2020 Government Accountability Office (GAO)
report revealing that 70 percent of
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP) participants have
full-time jobs. While the public debate has been focused on why large
profitable corporations should pay
their employees enough to avoid
public assistance, we Americans
should ask the same question on behalf of our troops: Should military
members be paid a living wage so

that they can avoid food banks and
public assistance programs? The
answer is an emphatic “Yes.”
Congress has taken some action
to address this problem. The 2022
NDAA provided a new food allowance called the Military Family
Basic Needs Allowance, or BNA.
While this is helpful, all that Congress accomplished was to replace
one source of public assistance with
another. In the end, it does not pay
our junior-ranking enlisted military
members a living wage. Nor is it
likely to solve the challenge of
food insecurity; it has a technical
flaw that counts off-post housing
allowance as income, thereby disqualifying many of those who need
the BNA. The same flaw exists with
the SNAP program.
More importantly, this new
allowance continues to mask the

real problem: We are stuck in the
1970s by paying our junior enlisted
service members as if they have
been drafted as young people without families, rather than volunteers
with families.
Raising their pay grade will
move the military further away
from the 1970s era of low-cost,
high-turnover labor. Additionally,
the BNA continues to ask service
members to “prove” they are eligible for the program, adding an
extra burden and creating a costly
bureaucracy to administer.
The coming weeks are important
as Congress debates amendments
to the annual NDAA. The combination of near-term high food
inflation — with the longer-term
reality of not paying our enlisted
service members enough to get by
— has created a major problem that
must be solved.
Specifically, Congress needs to
first fix the BNA and exclude the
housing allowance from eligibility
requirements. Next, with food inflation at 10.1 percent in May and
rising, Congress must increase the
military pay raise beyond the 4.6
percent proposed by the Defense
Department (which passed in the
June 8 mark-ups), and provide
additional funding to cover the
increased pay. As a last step —
but perhaps the most important

one — Congress should set up a
commission to reform the military
pay tables to bring them in line with
the 21st century concept of fair pay
and wages. Start the reform effort
at the lowest end of the enlisted
pay tables.
Waiting another year to solve
this problem also will turn this
into a military readiness problem;
we already see personnel shortfalls
because of insufficient recruiting.
Congress must act now to send a
strong and powerful message to
military families, to America’s
youth, and to our adversaries that
our military members are our most
important competitive warfighting
advantage.
To recruit and retain service
members, the American military
should be a model employer. We
should not subject the families of
service members defending our
country to the stigma of depending
on government handouts. Slogans
such as “Join the military and go
on food stamps” are not what the
American public expects — or what
the military deserves.
*****
Retired U.S. Army Maj. Gen.
John Ferrari, a nonresident senior
fellow at the American Enterprise
Institute, is a former director of
program analysis and evaluation
for the Army.

Biden considers declaring ‘health emergency’ if Roe overturned

By Art Moore
Amid demands from his far-left base to
take immediate action to “protect abortion
rights” in the event the Supreme Court overturns Roe v. Wade, President Joe Biden and
his staff are considering declaring a public
health emergency, according to the New
York Times.
The paper said the administration would
use an emergency declaration to ensure that
physicians who carry out abortions in states
where they are not licensed are shielded from
legal liability.
Another proposal is that physicians in
states that ban abortion conduct the deadly
procedure on federal land, such as military
bases.
At a news conference, Sen. Patty Murray,
D-Wash., expressed dissatisfaction with the
administration’s preparation for the impending ruling.
“We need the Biden administration to step
up to the plate and do everything it possibly
can to protect the right to abortion,” she said.
Murray said the Supreme Court is prepar-

ing to release a ruling that will unleash “a
tsunami of trigger laws that will create chaos
and deny millions of patients the ability to get
the care they need.”
“We need a plan from this administration
as soon as humanly possible,” she said.
The Democratic senator said that after the

draft opinion of the Mississippi abortion case
was leaked, she “pushed” Health and Human
Services Secretary Xavier Becerra “on the
administration’s plan.”
She said she wasn’t satisfied with his
response, and consequently she and Sen.
Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass., urged Biden to
issue an executive order “instructing every
federal agency to develop a plan protecting
the right to abortion.”
“We’re not going to sit around quietly
waiting for him to act. Fair warning, Mr. President. We are going to be loud,” Murray said.
The Times said the Biden administration
is also exploring ways to get around the
Hyde Amendment, which prohibits the use of
taxpayer to pay for abortions. The Justice Department’s Office of Legal Counsel, the paper
reported, is looking at whether federal funds
could be used to pay the travel expenses of
women seeking an abortion in another state.
Biden told ABC late-night host Jimmy
Kimmel in a recent interview that overturning
Roe would spark a “mini-revolution.”
“It’s just ridiculous in my view, and I don’t

think the country will stand for it,” he said
of overturning Roe. “But I think what we’re
going to have to do, there’s some executive
orders I could employ, we believe, we’re
looking at that right now,” he said.
Last month, the Biden administration decided to extend the COVID-19 public health
emergency past mid-July. HHS has renewed
the emergency order since January 2020,
allowing the government to grant emergency
authorizations of drugs, vaccines and other
medical measures.
*****
Art Moore, co-author of the best-selling
book “See Something, Say Nothing,” entered
the media world as a PR assistant for the
Seattle Mariners and a correspondent covering pro and college sports for Associated
Press Radio. He reported for a Chicago-area daily newspaper and was senior news
writer for Christianity Today magazine and
an editor for Worldwide Newsroom before
joining WND shortly after 9/11. He earned
a master’s degree in communications from
Wheaton College.
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Administration set to issue a verdict, long after
Biden promised border agents would be punished

By Jonathan Turley
At the height of the Stalinist
purges, Soviet internal affairs
minister Lavrentiy Beria famously
boasted: “Show me the man and I’ll
find you the crime.”
U.S. Border Patrol agents may
be wondering if the Beria standard
is back in vogue with the Biden administration. The reason: Fox News
has reported that the Department of
Homeland Security is moving to
charge several agents with administrative violations after they were
falsely accused of whipping Haitian
migrants last September in Texas.
The agents likely felt their fates
were sealed the minute that President Biden promised to punish
them, before an official investigation had even started. Either the
president was wrong, or the agents
must be guilty … of something.
The controversy began when the
Border Patrol responded to a large
influx of undocumented migrants in
Del Rio, Texas, on Sept. 19. Officials ordered a mounted unit to an
under-defended part of the border.
Mounted units are commonly used
by federal, state and local police
agencies for crowd control. The
agents found themselves facing a
large group of Haitian migrants
crossing the border, and they positioned themselves on the river’s
edge to block entry.
A photographer captured the
scene, which included agents using
bridle reins to guide their skittish
horses. While the entire videotape
clearly shows the agents using the
reins on their mounts, not on the migrants, some clearly misleading still
shots appeared to make it look like
the opposite was happening. Condemnations immediately erupted
from politicians and pundits; some
media reports presented the abuse
allegations as fact — as the “whipping (of) Haitian asylum seekers.”
Rep. Maxine Waters (D-Calif.)
declared that the alleged whipping
was “worse than what we witnessed
in slavery“ and condemned “the
cowboys who were running down
Haitians and using their reins to
whip them.” Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.) decried
“images of inhumane treatment of
Haitian migrants by Border Patrol
— including the use of whips,” and
Rep. Ayanna Pressley (D-Mass.)
described the incident as “white
supremacist behavior.”
For his part, President Biden
rode the wave of media outrage,
declaring: “It was horrible what —
to see, as you saw — to see people
treated like they did: horses nearly

Root

(Continued from Page 15)
this slow-motion train wreck. We
all have every right and reason to
ask for investigations.
All over the world vaccine
injuries and deaths are piling up.
Hundreds of studies from around
the globe report the COVID vaccine damages the immune system
and results in dramatic increases in
heart attacks, heart inflammation,
strokes, blood clots, cancer and
terrible outbreaks of shingles and
facial paralysis.
Liberal Hollywood has lapped
up the lies, misinformation and
world-class coverup by the government, media and CDC like no other
group in the world. You can’t step
on a set or stage in Hollywood, or
anywhere the entertainment industry, without proof of vaccination.
Bieber and his wife are the tip
of the iceberg. Soon we’ll be seeing and hearing about a tsunami
of Justin Biebers and Ray Liottas.
Which star is next?
The question is, in this celebrity
obsessed world, what famous celebrity’s death will be the tipping
point that wakes the world up to
this unfolding tragedy?
*****
Wayne Allyn Root is known
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running them over and people being
strapped. It’s outrageous. I promise
you, those people will pay.”
Of course, the Soviet Union’s
Beria was a model of efficiency
compared to Biden’s Homeland
Security secretary, Alejandro Mayorkas, who promised last September that the investigation would be
“completed in a matter of days, not
weeks.” Then months dragged on,
and Mayorkas and his department
went into virtual radio-silence.
The problem for Mayorkas was
that the whipping story was not
just false but was clearly false from
the outset. The photographer who
captured the images of the incident,
Paul Ratje, stated within the first 24
hours that it was false and “nobody
saw a Border Patrol agent whipping” migrants. That was obvious
from the videotape, too.
However, the president, some
congressional Democrats and many
in the media had already adjudicated the case. The agents had to be
guilty of something.

So, the agents wallowed in
suspension for months. On the sixmonth anniversary of the incident,
I wrote a column on President
Biden’s “Red Queen Justice,” noting that the case followed a “classic
response to such scandals [which]
is to bury them in investigation to
wait for public attention to wane.”
I noted that officials also could
avoid responsibility “by changing
the question. For example, what
began as an investigation into
whether agents used reins to whip
migrants might be converted into
a long investigation into the use
of horses in crowd control operations. That will take a lot of time
and, when the report is issued, the
actual whipping allegation can be
buried in a broader policy debate.
That will allow the media, as well as
the administration, to focus on the
policy as opposed to the personnel
involved.”
It is not clear if the administration will clear the agents of
whipping migrants, though such

a charge would presumably have
been treated as a criminal matter.
Moreover, it is not clear why, if
such an assault did occur, it would
take nearly ten months to find a
violation. Whipping migrants is not
commonly treated as an administrative matter.
If the Fox News report is true,
however, the border agents may
be found guilty of still unknown
administrative offenses.
For many in Washington, the
important thing would be that the
agents are found guilty of something — anything.
It is all reminiscent of how
President Biden rushed to public
judgment about the fatal shooting
of two men and the wounding of
a third during riots in Kenosha,
Wis., in August 2020. At the time,
Biden strongly implied that accused
shooter Kyle Rittenhouse was a
“white supremacist” despite no
evidence supporting that claim.
Even after many accusations about
Rittenhouse were debunked and a

jury acquitted him of all criminal
charges, Biden said publicly that
the verdict left “many Americans
feeling angry and concerned, myself included.”
Similarly, after protests in Washington’s Lafayette Park in June
2020, Biden repeated a now-debunked claim that the park was
cleared with teargas to enable a
photo op for then-President Trump,
an allegation that falsely impugned
the integrity of then-Attorney General Bill Barr. From the outset, there
was ample evidence undermining
that claim, but neither Biden nor
many in the media waited for an
investigation to establish the facts.
Later, the Justice Department’s inspector general disproved the claim.
Now, as with those previous
debunked claims, Biden knows he
will have a cooperative media that
is unlikely to challenge his version
of what the Border Patrol agents
did — because they are equally
invested in the earlier, inaccurate
condemnation of the border agents’
actions.
In announcing the agents would
be punished before an investigation
had even begun, Biden — like Alice
in Wonderland’s Red Queen — insisted on “Sentence first — verdict
afterwards.” The agents likely do
not hold out much hope, given
how — despite those earlier claims
being debunked — there has been
little acknowledgment, let alone an
apology, from the president, who
remained silent for months after
his promise of punishment was
challenged.
*****
Jonathan Turley is the Shapiro
Professor of Public Interest Law
at George Washington University.
Follow him on Twitter @JonathanTurley.
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A government big enough to give you everything you want, is strong enough to take everything you have. — Thomas Jefferson

Our Point of View

Four quotes that explain
America’s loss of liberty

Guest editorial by Joseph Farah
As we stumble our way to the 246th birthday of America
on July 4th we’re witnessing what is, perhaps, the cruelest
time for liberty.
It hangs, literally, by a thread.
Four historical quotes come to mind about the fragility
of free societies, free elections and free people.
Quote No. 1 — Josef Stalin: “Those who cast the
votes decide nothing. Those who count the votes decide
everything.”
While you will find some people who dispute the accuracy and authenticity of this statement, it rings with
truth. And, for that reason, it’s critical Americans don’t
forget the lesson it offers those of us who live in the nation
most responsible for the concept of putting the power in
the hands of the people. That’s why vote fraud, in all its
many forms, must remain on the minds of freedom-minded Americans before we participate in another national
election. Do we believe vote fraud was a factor in the
2020 election? Do we believe identification of voters is
an essential component of free and fair elections? Do we
believe candidates for federal office should be severely
punished — or even disqualified — for knowingly taking
foreign contributions? Do we believe there should be
independent enforcement authorities for preventing and
punishing those who cast fraudulent votes and for those
who encourage and facilitate them? Do we believe the
constitutional standards of eligibility for candidates and
voters should be enforced? If we do, what are you going
to do about it?
Quote No. 2 — Mayer Amschel Rothschild: “Give
me control of a nation’s money supply, and I care not who
makes the laws.”
Remember the Tea Party of 2010? It’s a fact that Americans voted to get control of America’s money supply and
government spending. Stunned by skyrocketing debt,
they turned out many entrenched members of Congress
in favor of those promising to do something about it. We
saw something similar in the election of 2014 and again in
2016. But we got severely sidetracked by a pandemic that
changed the way we voted. The Federal Reserve was not
audited. The record borrowing continued unabated with
the approval of the overwhelming majority of members
of Congress of both parties. Who controls the money
supply in America today? The big bankers. Congress
long ago abdicated its authority. It’s time finally to elect
a Congress that will take it back, or America will cease
to be a nation under the rule of law and governed by the
will of the people.
Quote No. 3 — Mao Zedong: “All political power
comes from the barrel of a gun. The Communist Party
must command all the guns; that way, no guns can ever
be used to command the party.”
The U.S. government, cheered on by Big Tech and a lapdog media, seizes every opportunity to violate the second
component of the Bill of Rights to establish, in the long
run, a monopoly on armed force for the governing class in
Washington. This is a necessary condition before tyranny
can be imposed on the people. History records it was done
in the Soviet Union, Nazi Germany, Communist China
and every other totalitarian police state and that each of
those actions led inevitably to holocausts of unimaginable
size and scope. Meanwhile, the First Amendment is on
life support — or worse.
Quote No. 4 — Bill Clinton: “When we got organized
as a country, [and] wrote a fairly radical Constitution,
with a radical Bill of Rights, giving radical amounts of
freedom to Americans, it was assumed that Americans
who had that freedom would use it responsibly. … When
personal freedom is being abused, you have to move to
limit it.”
This last one summarizes all the major threats we face
as a nation. Will we choose liberty? Or will we choose
tyranny? Will we choose the false promise of “safety and
security”? Or will we choose the freedom that comes with
self-governance, self-determination, individual liberty
and responsibility? Will we as a people be accountable
to God? Or will we make ourselves accountable only to
the false god of unlimited government?
This year, Americans became familiar with the term
“Disinformation Governance Board.”
Finally, we have reached Orwell’s “1984.”
All of which is to say, we are in real trouble as a nation.
*****
Joseph Farah is founder, editor and chief executive
officer of WND. He is the author or co-author of 13 books
that have sold more than 5 million copies, including his
latest, “The Gospel in Every Book of the Old Testament.”
Before launching WND as the first independent online
news outlet in 1997, he served as editor in chief of major
market dailies including the legendary Sacramento Union.

Between COVID, vaccines, gun control,
racism — I have no clue where this country

By Perly Viasmensky
People have been, practically, forced to be vaccinated with the threat of being laid-off, when in reality we
all know that the vaccine has not improved anything.
Even the director of the National Institute of Allergy
and Infectious Diseases, Anthony Fauci-Hitler, had a
positive test result for COVID-19 even though he has
had two doses of booster shots and received all necessary vaccinations — proof that the vaccine is not good
against COVID. Otherwise, how can they explain that
a fully vaccinated person still can contract COVID?
I know people that have been fully vaccinated and
been found positive for COVID three different times.
The California Animal Shelter would not grant an
adoption to a person who is in favor of guns. They
rather have pets afraid and unhappy than to allow them
to go to a home with guns.
I have had dogs all my life since I was three years
old, and have never seen any of my dogs pulling a
trigger. This must be some kind of a joke.
There is no wonder why so many Californians are
moving to Nevada.
Now they are considering changing the name of
monkeypox, because it is racist. Do we need to believe that chickenpox is always racist? What about the
Spanish flu (is this also racist against Spanish people?)
What about the Ebola virus, one of the deadliest
viral diseases first discovered in 1976 in different
parts of Central Africa? Isn’t that racist toward people
of Africa?
Now-a-days everything is racism.

Now, they came out with news that they are developing a vaccine against cancer, more specifically colon
cancer, the deadliest cancer of them all.
They have been doing cancer research for over
50 years and they want us to believe that a vaccine is
going to cure cancer. Like my old friend, Don Snook,
always says: “Who is kidding who?”
Cancer is just another business that if they come out
with the real cause of the illness, many people will be
standing in the unemployment line.
Oncologists will be out of work, the American
Cancer Society will stop receiving donations for the
so-called research, nurses will be looking for another
source of income, chemo-therapy, which cost a fortune,
would be history, and radiation equipment would end
up in the garbage.
Pharma companies, which have been enriching
themselves at our expense, would go bankrupt.
No. If they come out with the so-called cancer
vaccine, it would be business as usual.
Enough is enough! Let us live our lives peacefully
without the stigma of racism, fear of guns, vaccines
and illnesses that come and go.
If they want to have control over guns, they will also
need to control automobiles to avoid road accidents,
kitchen knives to help control stabbings, and all the
rest of many other things.
Perly Viasmensky is the General Manager of the
Las Vegas Tribune. She writes a weekly column in this
newspaper. To contact Perly Viasmensky, email her at
pviasmensky@lasvegastribune.com.

ON A PERSONAL NOTE

Are we responsible for
the sins of our fathers?

By Maramis
family or friends as though they were
It is with great sadness that I rethe enemy, but we may realize we
alize Reparation for the sins of our
were too sharp with them, apologize,
ancestors is still a concern and an
and get back on a good track with
issue that is not only still being talked
them… after all, we love them and
about, but believed to be necessary
didn’t mean to be so heavy-handed
to “make up” for those who chose
or cruel. In fact, Jesus admonished us
to keep slaves, and perhaps treated
to even love our enemies, so whether
them with less regard than is due
or not we view anyone as our enemy,
any human being. The predominant
if we love and follow the teachings
yet illogical thought seems to be that
of Jesus, it will be better for us if we
the descendants must atone for the
pray for our enemies than hate them.
wrongdoings of their ancestors and
While the Bible itself speaks of not
understand their “collective” and
placing
the father’s sins on the son,
MaraMiS ChouFani
nor vice versa, it is very clear that in today’s world
“inherited” sins.
I dare say that slavery was very real: it would be we are only responsible for our own wickedness (sin,
foolish to deny it, yet not everyone who had slaves corruption, or however we want to term it), no matter
treated them with equal (or unequal) amounts of dis- how much it might have been popular in times past to
dain. Just as people are different in the way they look hold the descendants guilty for the sins or crimes of
and dress, they are also different in the way they treat their deceased ancestors.
others. Sometimes we may even treat our very own
(See Maramis, Page 22)

American apathy: Weak ratings for
Jan. 6 hearings reveal voter priorities
By Joe Concha
The Jan. 6 hearings enter their third week on
Capitol Hill this week. Is the American public paying
attention?
Looking at the numbers, the answer appears to be
mostly no. Opening night in primetime did attract nearly 20 million viewers, which some in the media touted
as a real indicator that these hearings were resonating
with voters. But in context, nearly 20 million across a
dozen networks isn’t all that great.
For example, the evening newscasts on ABC, NBC
and CBS draw an average of 18-20 million viewers
per night. So, when we hear that almost 20 million
people watched the Jan. 6 hearings across ABC, NBC,
CBS andCNN, MSNBC and Fox Business, along with
six other networks, suddenly that viewership doesn’t
look so hot.
More context: President Biden’s State of the Union
address earlier this year was watched by nearly 40
million people, or about twice as many as watched the
opening act of these hearings.

And more context: On CBS on June 9, an episode of
a program called “Young Sheldon” was preempted by
the hearings. The network drew 3.24 million viewers,
or about 600,000 fewer viewers than a rerun of “Young
Sheldon,” which was watched by 3.86 million the week
before. And when compared to “Young Sheldon’s” last
non-repeat on May 19, that drew 6.9 million viewers,
or more than double the inaugural hearing on CBS.
When taken out of primetime, the 1/6 numbers
almost completely cratered. Monday, June 13 saw an
average of about 10 million viewers. By Day three on
Thursday, the number of viewers dropped even further.
Consider also the perception of these hearings,
which some in the media keep referring to as bipartisan
when they are not, at least in spirit. Just 51 percent of
voters approve of the House select committee, according to Morning Consult. Among independent voters,
the number drops to 45 percent.
In other words, half the country respects the committee while half does not. If the goal is to change
(See Concha, Page 19)
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There’s class… and then there’s Alan Gottlieb

By Chuck Muth
Political races are often bitter…
and this is nothing new. Jimmy
Romo of the Pahrump Valley Times
reminded folks this week of just
how far back nasty campaigning
goes…
“Considered to be one of the
dirtiest U.S. political campaigns,
the 1828 U.S. presidential election
saw incumbent President John
Quincy Adams’ supporters calling
Andrew Jackson’s mother a prostitute, his wife a whore and Jackson
a murderer and a cannibal.”
And primaries are no different…
other than the fact that nasty primaries can cost a candidate his or
her election in November. Coming
together and uniting post-primary
against a common foe is a major
challenge for many campaigns.
Once the primary dust settles,
some folks are gracious in victory

CHUCK MUTH
and defeat; others not.
For example, here’s a post-primary tweet from Republican gubernatorial candidate Guy Nohra after
failing to take the checkered flag on
Tuesday…
“I called Sheriff (Joe) Lombardo

to congratulate him on receiving the
Republican nomination for Governor and pledged my full support.
Now, we must unite as a party and
work towards the ultimate goal of
defeating Governor Steve Sisolak
in November.”
To which Joe Lombardo replied…
“Thank you, @NohraForNevada! It’s been an honor to get to
know you on the campaign trail and
I look forward to working with you.
It’s time for all Republicans to come
together so that we can beat Steve
Sisolak in November!”
Now, THAT’S how it’s done.
And there was this from unsuccessful U.S. Senate candidate Capt.
Sam Brown…
“I just called Adam Laxalt to
congratulate him on a hard-fought
primary win. The stakes are high.
We must take back the U.S. Senate,

ALAN GOTTLIEB
the House, and the governorship. I
will support Republican campaigns
and work tirelessly to turn out
every Republican in Nevada this
November.”
And this one from unsuccessful
congressional candidate Annie

Black…
“As promised, I’m all in for
Team GOP! I endorse Sam Peters.
I’ll campaign with and for him.
I just made a contribution to his
campaign. And I encourage all my
supporters to do the same.”
Class all around.
But then there are nimrods such
as Alan Gottlieb, a big out-of-state
Laxalt supporter.
Although I backed Sam Brown,
I wrote Wednesday that I’ll take
Laxalt over Democrat U.S. Sen.
Catherine Cortez-Biden any day of
the week and commended Laxalt’s
campaign in a radio interview with
conservative talk-show host Kevin
Wall for immediately coming out
swinging at St. Catherine.
Nevertheless, Gottlieb — though
I’ll note he was NOT speaking on
behalf of the campaign — felt it
(See Muth, Page 19)

Where the Fed went wrong

By Vivekanand Jayakumar
In light of repeated forecasting errors,
Federal Reserve (Fed) officials have been
forced to frequently revise their economic
projections and to radically alter their forward guidance in recent months. Importantly,
monetary policy missteps were a major contributor to the emergence of a once-in-a-generation inflation shock. Consequently, the Fed
has lost some credibility.
Following the Federal Open Market Committee (FOMC) meeting in May, Chairman
Jerome Powell offered a clear signal that
50-basis point rate hikes should be penciled
in for June and July. Yet, following a jump in
consumer inflation expectations and a spike
in the Consumer Price Index-based inflation
rate last week, the Fed was forced to hike its
policy rate by 75-basis points on June 15.
Even more awkwardly, the June 2022
Summary of Economic Projections (SEP) indicates that Fed officials have had to radically
overhaul their forecasts from just three short
months ago (and the March 2022 SEP itself
reflected a sharp change from the December
2022 SEP). The extent of the ongoing shift in
the Fed’s outlook is revealed by the fact that
the median forecast in the September 2021
SEP called for just a single 25-basis point rate
hike for all of 2022.
Given its stunningly poor forecasting
record, the Fed needs to fundamentally
rethink its approach and undertake some
serious soul-searching regarding the causes
of its failure. Sadly, the following quote
may actually reflect the reality in economic
circles: “An economist is an expert who will
know tomorrow why the things he predicted
yesterday didn’t happen today.”
Developing and calibrating fanciful mathematical and statistical models to generate
point estimates (that are invariably wrong)

should not be the primary focus of macro
analysis at central banks. In real-world policymaking, it is often better to be roughly
right than precisely wrong. The Fed should
hire economists with differing viewpoints
and approaches and encourage open debate
to avoid groupthink.
Given heightened uncertainty and rapidly
evolving economic conditions, the Powell
Fed would have been well-served if it had
maintained some optionality and not committed early to sustaining an ultra-accommodative monetary policy stance. In hindsight,
the Fed should have left the door open to
initiate monetary tightening in the second
half of 2021. A healthy dose of skepticism
regarding forward guidance would have
certainly benefited the central bank.
According to former Fed Chair Ben Bernanke, forward guidance ”is central bank
communication about its economic outlook
and policy plans. Forward guidance helps

the public understand how policymakers will
respond to changes in the economic outlook
and allows policymakers to commit to ‘lower-for-longer’ rate policies.” But for forward
guidance to be effective, the central bank’s
messaging has to be clear. Additionally, the
central bank must have considerable certitude
about its economic outlook before it can truly
commit to medium-term guidance.
The disastrous performance of economists at the G-4 central banks and at major
academic institutions in the runup to the
2007-09 global financial crisis has already
been well-documented. Now the economics
profession is once more facing criticism as
questions are being raised about the failure
to foresee the inflationary consequences associated with ultra-loose monetary policies
undertaken in conjunction with extraordinary
fiscal stimulus.
More broadly, the Financial Times’s
Gillian Tett, channeling (the late Swedish
economist) Axel Leijonhufvud, has argued
that economists are prone to tunnel vision
and abstraction and that the field is still
dominated by “siloed thinking.” These are
certainly valid and trenchant critiques of the
economics field.
But not all of us suffered from tunnel vision. Besides frequently warning that the Fed
may be too complacent about inflation risks,
I also noted (in February 2021): “An added
risk in the current cycle is that surging asset
prices combined with unprecedented fiscal
and monetary largesse may finally cause
inflation to emerge from its long dormancy.
Standard inflation measures often fail to
properly account for early signs of pricing
pressures. By having overcommitted to its
easy policy stance, the Federal Reserve will
find it hard to change direction in the future
without creating significant financial market

upheaval.”
Tragically, we are all now facing the consequences of past policy errors by monetary
and fiscal authorities. Besides the cost-ofliving crisis, a bear market in equities, a
rapidly-fading housing boom and a potential
deterioration in the labor market will test
consumer resiliency. A U.S. recession or, at
the very least, a sharp economic slowdown
appears inevitable.
The promise of a more aggressive monetary tightening schedule indicates that the
Fed is finally getting serious about tackling
runaway inflation. If the Fed does indeed
push policy rates to the projected terminal
rate range of 3.75-4.00 percent by early
2023, there are likely to be some serious
consequences for both asset markets and the
real economy.
Investors and financial market participants
need to be aware of potentially adverse
shocks that may arise as credit spreads widen.
The combination of quantitative tightening
and rate hikes implies a rapid and sudden
shift away from a dozen years of easy money
policies in the advanced world. It would take
a great deal of luck to avoid serious financial
dislocations in the coming quarters. Recent
turmoil in the crypto sector may be a harbinger of more troubles ahead.
Reestablishing credibility and restoring
price stability must be the Fed’s primary focus going forward. Given its belated response
to the inflation shock, the central bank faces
an unenviable task — it has to undertake
aggressive monetary tightening in the face
of elevated levels of financial volatility and
a rapidly cooling economy.
*****
Vivekanand Jayakumar is an associate
professor of economics at the University of
Tampa.

Democrats’ latest DREAM Act should be called ‘False Hope Act’
By Nolan Rappaport
President Barack Obama established the Deferred Action
for Childhood Arrivals (DACA)
program on June 15, 2012. It was
supposed to be a stopgap measure
to provide relief to undocumented
immigrant youth after Congress
had failed repeatedly to pass a
DREAM Act to make lawful status
available to them.
Despite the fact that the Democrats have introduced at least 11
versions over the last 20 years,
Congress still hasn’t passed a
DREAM Act — and DACA just
had its tenth anniversary
Missed opportunity
The Democrats could have
passed a DREAM Act without
a single Republican vote when
Obama was president: From January 2009 to January 2011, the
Democrats held the majority in the
House, and until Scott Brown’s
special election in 2010, they had
enough votes in the Senate to stop
a Republican filibuster. Even then,
they only needed one Republican
vote.
Why didn’t they take advantage
of this opportunity?
And why have the bills they
have introduced when they needed
Republican support been written
in a way that made it unrealistic to
expect such support?
Too much
The DREAM Act of 2021 is a
good example
It would make legalization
available to migrants who have
been physically present in the

United States continuously since
Jan. 1, 2021, were under the age
of 19 when they entered the United States, and have continuously
resided in the United States since
their entry.
They can have a criminal record
so long as they are not inadmissible
under specified criminal or national
security grounds.
According to the Migration
Policy Institute, this would make
lawful status available to approximately 2.7 million undocumented
immigrants, not counting the family
members they likely would bring
into the country when they acquire
permanent resident status or citizenship.
And the Democrats didn’t stop
there. They included provisions that

would make lawful status available
to 393,000 Temporary Protected
Status or Deferred Enforced Departure participants, and 190,000 “Legal Dreamers“ (migrants brought
here legally as children who are
aging out of their lawful status).
The bill would have been much
smaller — and much more likely
to pass — if it had been limited to
migrants with situations similar to
that of DACA participant, Eddie
Ramirez. Eddie grew up in the
United States. It is the only country
he has ever known. He was brought
here from Mexico in 1994, when he
was just one and a half years old.
Eddie is in his last year of dental
school, but he may not be able to
practice dentistry in the United
States.

Why aren’t the Democrats limiting eligibility to migrants like
Eddie who were brought here when
they were very young, grew up in
this country, have not been convicted of criminal offenses of any
kind, and have become successful
members of our society?
This would leave out migrants
who are less sympathetic but nevertheless should be included, but
bills that include as many migrants as possible haven’t passed,
which leaves out every potential
DREAMer.
The parents who
brought them here
Undocumented immigrants
who receive lawful status under a
DREAM Act, become citizens, and
are 21-years of age or older will be

able to use their immediate relative
status to confer permanent resident
status on their parents.
Immigrants who were brought
here by their parents when they
were young children elicit sympathy because they are blameless.
They had no choice in the matter. But the parents who brought
them here violated our law. The
DREAM Acts the Democrats have
introduced would let those parents
benefit from their illegal act.
This could be avoided by making legalization available to the
DREAMers through a modified
Special Immigrant Juvenile (SIJ)
program. Migrants who obtain
permanent resident status through
the SIJ program cannot confer an
immigration benefit on their natural
or prior adoptive parents, even after
naturalization.
Border security
The Republicans historically
have opposed legislation to legalize
undocumented immigrants without
measures ramping up border security. They are not likely to support
a legalization program of any kind
until the crisis at the border has
been brought under control.
There were 159,121 apprehensions of illegal crossers in October
2021, and apprehensions have risen
to 222,656 in May 2022, which
included surges in migration from
nationalities once rarely seen. This
brought apprehensions for the first
eight months in fiscal 2022 up to
more than 1.4 million.
If this trend continues, appre(See Rappaport, Page 19)
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In the United States, the more government,
the less happiness we enjoy

By José Azel
Pericles’ speech exhorting the
Athenians during the Peloponnesian War is perhaps the most
celebrated speech in defense of
democratic values. Pericles defends
Athenian patriotism, but also the
universal values of tolerance, diversity, free trade, and the rule of law.
He ends by reminding his compatriots that: …happiness depends on
being free, and freedom depends on
being brave.
I have always been motivated
by that beautiful sentence, and I
want to explore its wisdom in the
more ordinary context of government spending. My first point is
seldom appreciated: Any task we
entrust to government requires us
to give up some freedom. When we
consent to be governed, we grant
the Government the monopoly use
of coercive power in society. We
give the Government the exclusive
right to force us to behave as they
demand, or face the consequences.
When we gave up the freedom
to drive 100 miles per hour to improve traffic safety, we gave up the
freedom to drive as we please. By
choosing security over freedom we
have judiciously given up some de-
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gree of freedom. This is the logic of
exchanging liberty for some valuable government service, which
underpins our Western concept of
legitimate government.
By definition, more government
means less freedom. However, we
misunderstand this logic and act
as if more government services
(ie more government) are always
an improvement in our lives. That
amounts to declaring that our lives
are enriched by less freedom.
One measure of government size
is government spending. In 2005,
total government spending per

person in the United States reached
$14,847. In 2019 it had increased
to $63,036: a significant reduction
in freedom.
I have selected those years to
correspond with the available measures of happiness presented below.
By the logic that more government
services represent happier lives,
what do we get with this delivery
of freedom?
The “World Happiness Report”
is a sophisticated new measure of
how people around the world rate
their overall satisfaction with life.
The report is a comprehensive
instrument that seeks to measure
happiness including variables such
as GDP per capita, healthy life expectancy, social support, absence of
corruption, generosity, and freedom
to decide on life.
It turns out that greater Government and happiness can be mutually exclusive, because happiness
depends on being free.
When the “World Happiness
Report” was initially published,
with data collected between 20052007, the United States appeared
as the eleventh happiest country in
the world; the latest report uses data
from 2020-2021 and shows the US

falling to 16th place.
America was among the biggest
happiness losers; far beyond what
would be expected due to income
losses due to macroeconomic
changes. One of the reasons for
the decline in happiness was a perceived loss of “freedom to decide
about life.”
Obviously, these data are not
enough to establish a correlation,
much less causality, between government growth and happiness.
There are conflicting data such as
those of the Scandinavian countries, which report high levels of
happiness and government spending at the same time.
But the data shows that, despite
giving up freedom, allowing gov-

ON THE HOLMES FRONT

ernment spending to increase massively in this period, our perceived
happiness does not increase, but
rather decreases. Perhaps the U.S.
is just a case of administrative mismanagement. But the fact is that we
did not get much in return for our
wallet and freedom.
*****
José Azel left Cuba in 1961 as a
13 year-old political exile in what
has been dubbed Operation Pedro
Pan — the largest unaccompanied
child refugee movement in the history of the Western Hemisphere.
He is currently dedicated to the indepth analyses of Cuba’s economic,
social and political state, with a
keen interest in post-Castro-Cuba
strategies.

Dem congressman pleads guilty to voter fraud

By Frank Holmes
Republicans have claimed that Pennsylvania elections have suffered from vote
fraud for years — and now, a Democratic
congressman has been caught red-handed
bribing officials and trying to change the
outcome of elections.
Incredibly, it’s not the first time he’s been
busted.
Michael “Ozzie” Myers, a Pennsylvania
Democrat, pleaded guilty to stuffing ballot
boxes in Pennsylvania over successive
elections.
In legal filings, the Justice Department
accused Myers of “engaging in a ‘ballot
stuffing’ scheme that enabled him to take
credit for the electoral success of his Philadelphia-based clients and preferred candidates.”
FBI agents first figured out something
seemed fishy when they started watching
the judge of elections in Philly’s 39th ward,
a man named Domenick DeMuro, in 2016.
Agents say Myers paid DeMuro to throw
elections — and once they started talking,
DeMuro immediately rolled over on Myers.
Soon, agents say they had a mint recording of
the former congressman talking to DeMuro
about “ringing up votes.”
Police say that Myers sought to change
election outcomes for the sake of keeping his

vote fraud business going. A successful track
record of putting his clients in office would
help “secure his standing in local party politics that enabled him to control and influence
the 39th Ward, and influence the distribution
of local patronage jobs.”
It’s amazing how little DeMuro was willing to work for: He would stuff the ballot
boxes for checks of $300 to $5,000 each, the
FBI said. DeMuro ended up pleading guilty
to his own set of charges — but now agents
have the congressman dead to rights.
Myers, who served in the U.S. House of
Representatives for four years, has been here
before. He has always had a simple philos-

ophy, which he described in his own words:
“Money talks in this business and bullsh*t
walks.” That’s what he told FBI agents when
he took a $50,000 bribe in 1979 as part of the
agency’s Abscam crackdown.
Myer’s political credo landed him in
prison for three years—but Myers is a true,
hardcore believer in the Almighty Dollar. The
79-year-old is back at it, almost four decades
after his 1985 prison release.
The recordings indicate that Myers explained to DeMuro how to launder bribes in
exchange for votes, cutting a $1,000 check
to DeMuro’s wife in 2017. Cops say Myers
also said he wouldn’t pay DeMuro personally
until after the last deadline had passed for
campaign finance reports — so that no one
would know the judge of elections was on the
take until after the election was over.
Cops charged Myers with election rigging
between 2014 and 2016, but who knows how
long he got away with it before DeMuro had
his moment of integrity.
Federal agents promise to put Myers back
in the penitentiary. “Votes are not things to
be purchased and democracy is not for sale,”
promised U.S. Attorney Jennifer Arbittier
Williams.
Pennsylvania has been under fire for years,
especially since Joe Biden’s victory over

President Donald Trump in 2020.
Trump drew more attention to the state’s
election system when the recent Republican
Senate primary took forever to call for Dr.
Mehmet Oz.
“U.S. is a laughing stock on Elections,”
Trump posted on his alternative to Twitter,
Truth Social. “Stop FINDING VOTES in
PENNSYLVANIA! RIGGED?”
Now, Trump and his supporters can tell
Democrats he told them so.
The 45th president later offered a solution:
“Our Country should go to paper ballots, with
same day voting. Just done in France, zero
problems. Get Smart America!!!”
This isn’t new to readers of The Horn.
We told you years ago that Pennsylvania
had illegally registered voters who were not
eligible to cast a ballot. We reported in 2019
that the Public Interest Legal Foundation,
an election integrity watchdog, found that
hundreds of illegal immigrants had voted in
Pennsylvania elections.
The number of illegal ballots has only
gone up, it seems.
*****
Frank Holmes is a veteran journalist and
an outspoken conservative that talks about
the news that was in his weekly article, “On
The Holmes Front.”
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hensions for fiscal 2022 will reach 2 million.
These numbers only give a general idea of
how bad the situation is at the border.
They do not take into account the apprehensions of migrants who make multiple
attempts to cross the border without being
apprehended, or the number of “got-aways“
who were detected but managed to evade
apprehension. And there is no way of knowing how many illegal crossers succeeded in
crossing the 1,933-mile border without being

detected.
Nevertheless, it’s apparent that there is
a crisis at the border, and it is expected to
get much worse when the Title 42 order is
terminated.
If the Democrats are serious about passing
a DREAM Act, they should include strong
border security measures.
False hope
If the Democrats continue to make the
same mistakes they have made with the
DREAM Act bills of the past 20 years, the

bills they introduce over the next 20 are likely
to fail as well.
At some point, it’s got to become clear
the Democrats know that. At some point,
it’s got to become clear they wouldn’t keep
introducing bills guaranteed to fail if they
were serious about the issue, as opposed to
the simple “optics” or the politics of it. At
some point, the DREAMers themselves will
realize they’re being played.
DREAM Acts that are likely to fail should
instead be called “False Hope Acts.”

*****
Nolan Rappaport was detailed to the
House Judiciary Committee as an Executive
Branch Immigration Law Expert for three
years. He subsequently served as an immigration counsel for the Subcommittee on
Immigration, Border Security and Claims
for four years. Prior to working on the Judiciary Committee, he wrote decisions for the
Board of Immigration Appeals for 20 years.
Follow him at https://www.blogger.com/blog/
posts/2306123393080132994
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was a smart move to send me a pissy little
email late Wednesday night…
“Laxalt winner. Muth loser. I pray your
actions don’t cost us a critical Senate seat.
If conservatives don’t turn out in November
you will be much to blame. Hope you now
make amends by doing everything possible
to undue damage you have caused.”
There’s class. And then there’s Alan Gottlieb. What a schmendrick.
If Adam loses in November, it won’t be

because of me (wish I had that kind of power!). It’ll be because of Adam. If he can’t excite conservatives and Sam Brown supporters
to turn out for him… that’s on him.
And frankly, he and Gottlieb should be
THANKING me.
After I published a long list of comments
from Muth’s Truths readers last August that
were critical of Adam’s performance on the
campaign trail in his unsuccessful 2018 run
for governor, Adam seems to have taken the
criticisms to heart (though he’ll never admit

it).

Apparently, Gottlieb didn’t get the memo.
Instead of trying to heal the wounds and unite
the clans, he thought it was a brilliant move
to poke the bear. Dumbass.
All he did was inspire this otherwise unnecessary column.
Some of Adam’s friends are Adam’s own
worst enemies.
*****
Chuck Muth is president of Citizen Outreach, publisher of Nevada News & Views
and blogs at MuthsTruths.com.
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minds and make people care more than
before, that doesn’t seem to be happening.
Most importantly, none of the witnesses are
facing anything resembling cross-examination because the minority party is not truly
represented. (Staunch Trump critics Reps.
Liz Cheney (R-Wyo.) and Adam Kinzinger
(R-Ill.) don’t count regardless of the letter
next to their name.)
This doesn’t mean that Jan. 6, a horrible
day for this country, should not be investigated. But a truly bipartisan commission like the
9/11 commission should have been the goal
here. Instead, what we’re seeing is just more
political theater at a time when Americans
are concerned about more important things:
40-year-high inflation, record-high gas
prices, skyrocketing crime, a porous border
bringing in millions of illegal immigrants and
record numbers dying of fentanyl. And a war
in Ukraine that isn’t ending anytime soon.

Indeed, I’ve gotten a number of emails
from folks over the past several months who
have said they’d seen a marked improvement in Adam’s campaigning style this time
around. More open. More personable. More
attentive. More friendly.
You’re welcome.
Look, Adam’s facing enough challenges
as it is. In fact, in a fundraising email this
morning he wrote: “I can’t do this alone — I
need your help today.”

There’s a “been there, done that” feel
to all of this. Donald Trump was already
impeached over his rhetoric that helped
fuel the Capitol riot 17 months ago. More
importantly, unlike President Nixon during
the Watergate hearings nearly 50 years ago,
which 71 percent of the country tuned in for,
Trump is no longer in office.
The goal appears to be to make Trump and
his inner circle look bad. And the committee
has certainly succeeded at that. But the chairman of the committee has already said it will
not make any official criminal referrals to the
Justice Department, and Trump has already
been impeached over Jan. 6.
Audiences have largely tuned out the Jan.
6 hearings as it rolls to its conclusion. And it’s
hard to see a scenario under which anyone is
talking about it come July 6 let alone Nov. 8.
*****
Joe Concha is a media and politics columnist.
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History will not judge the Powell Fed kindly
By Desmond Lachman
It would be an understatement
to say that the Federal Reserve
has a poor forecasting record. Last
year, the Fed kept assuring us that
inflation would soon come down to
its 2 percent inflation target. It did
so only to find that consumer price
inflation accelerated to a 40-year
high of more than 8 percent.
This year the Fed keeps assuring
us that it can bring down inflation
while achieving a soft economic
landing. It is doing so even though
consumer price inflation has remained stuck at an unacceptably
high level and the economy is
showing every sign of heading
for a recession within the next 12
months.
Last year, the Fed’s underestimation of the inflation risk led it to
maintain an excessively expansive
monetary policy stance. Not only
did that stance result in an inflationary surge. It also led to the creation
of an equity, housing and credit
market bubble.
In 2021, at a time when the U.S.
economy was recovering strongly
and receiving its largest peacetime
budget stimulus on record, the Fed
chose to keep interest rates at their
zero lower bound and to allow the
broad money supply to increase by

40 percent over a two-year period.
Similarly, as the equity and housing
markets were on fire, the Fed kept
adding $120 billion a month in
market liquidity through its Treasury bond and mortgage-backed
security-buying activities.
In addition to fueling inflation,
last year’s monetary policy largesse
led to nosebleed high equity valuations by the end of 2021 that had
been experienced only once before
in the past 100 years. It also led
to record-high housing prices that

exceeded those in 2006 even in
inflation-adjusted terms.
Now the Fed seems to be making the opposite policy mistake. In
much the same way as last year it
maintained too easy a monetary
policy as inflation was accelerating,
today it is slamming on hard the
monetary policy brakes at a time
when the economy is slowing and
the financial markets are slumping.
It is doing so by raising the rate
at which it is hiking interest rates to
75 basis-point steps rather than the

more normal 25 basis-point steps.
It also is doing so by withdrawing
market liquidity at a rate that will
rise to $95 billion a month in the
fall by not rolling over its maturing
bond portfolio.
One reason to think that the
Fed’s shift to a more hawkish
monetary policy stance could bring
on a recession is that it has already
caused the asset and credit market
bubbles it created last year to burst.
Since the start of the year, equity
prices have fallen by around 25
percent, bond prices have declined
by more than 20 percent and the
cryptocurrency market has lost
around 70 percent of its value.
These declines have resulted
in a cumulative loss in household
financial market wealth of some
$15 trillion, or 70 percent of GDP.
Using the Fed rule of thumb that
for every $1 loss in wealth, households reduce spending by 4 cents,
the decline in asset prices to date
could result in consumers cutting
back spending by 3 percentage
points of GDP.
Such a prospectively large decline in consumer spending is the
last thing that an already slowing
U.S. economy needs. This is especially the case at a time when
fiscal policy has become restrictive

and when the housing market is
crumbling because of a doubling
in mortgage rates since the start of
the year.
Another reason to fear that the
Fed’s newfound monetary policy
hawkishness might be putting us
on the road to recession is that it
is causing capital to be repatriated
from the emerging market economies at an accelerating pace. That
repatriation is likely to lead to an
emerging market debt crisis, especially in countries that are heavily
reliant on oil and food imports.
All of this suggests that history
will not judge the Powell Fed kindly. First it gave us multi-decadehigh inflation by being asleep at
the wheel when the country was
receiving its largest peacetime
budget stimulus on record. Now it
is very likely sending the economy
into a hard landing by slamming on
the monetary policy brakes too hard
when the economy is slowing and
the financial markets are reeling.
Desmond Lachman is a senior
fellow at the American Enterprise
Institute. He was formerly a deputy
director in the International Monetary Fund’s Policy Development
and Review Department and the
chief emerging market economic
strategist at Salomon Smith Barney.

Welcome to the new reality.
A simple look at U.S. debt tells
the story. Total government and
household debt is more than $90
trillion, more than four times what
the economy produces each year.
The last two years saw a $6 trillion
COVID-19-related budget deficit
that took federal expenditures to
the equivalent of 30.5 percent
of GDP, more than 5 percentage
points above 2008, the year the
financial crisis triggered a wave of
massive government bailouts. And
this doesn’t account for the fiscal
stimulus. Between 2008 and 2020
the money supply almost doubled,
and these past two years alone it

rose by 46 percent!
Where is the inflation, many
“experts” mockingly asked in the
years after the financial crisis,
when fiscal and monetary stimulus
(Keynes and Friedman) failed to
produce the price rises simpletons
like us were predicting? In the absence of vigorous consumer credit
and spending, the new money was
inflating the price of various assets.
By 2021 home equity in the United
States was a whopping $14.2 trillion according to one study, even
though wages had gone up very
little. Eventually, inflation would
spill onto producer and consumer
prices. And here we are, with the
Fed desperately raising the federal
funds rate to try to stem inflation
that is now the world’s greatest
economic concern.
We ain’t seen nothing yet. In
other parts of the developed world,
a sovereign debt crisis is brewing
again, as in 2012. Interest rates on
government debt in highly indebted
countries such as Spain and Italy
have tripled quickly as the European Central Bank has signaled that
it too is ready to stem inflation by
rising rates. But now the central
bank faces a dilemma: Does it

continue to raise rates and send
Spain, Italy, and others into default
territory, or does it go slow and risk
fueling inflation even more? For
the moment it is trying to square
the circle, saying it will continue
to raise rates and at the same time
buy more sovereign debt from the
highly indebted countries. Soon
the bank will realize the grotesque
contradiction — and will pay the
consequences. How long until the
more financially sound northern
Europeans, finding themselves
subsidizing the southerners, begin
to question the euro once again?
This is not the place to address
the social and political consequences that will flow from the
new inflationary era — and its
corollary, a major recession, which
is already in the air. (According to
one estimate, retail spending has
shrunk by 15 percent on an annual
basis.) But those consequences will
be humongous. The chickens have
finally come home to roost.
*****
Álvaro Vargas Llosa is a senior
fellow of the Independent Institute
in Oakland, Calif. His latest book
is “Global Crossings: Immigration,
Civilization and America.”

The world is facing its day of inflationary reckoning

By Alvaro Vargas Llosa
Double-digit price inflation is
here. Anyone paying attention to
fiscal and monetary policy knew
this would happen sooner or later.
The Federal Reserve’s recent 0.75
basis points hike in the federal
funds’ interest rate won’t be enough
to stem an inflationary avalanche
that reckless politicians with zero
knowledge of history and of other
countries’ experiences have been
setting in motion for years.
For part of the 20th century,
John Maynard Keynes and Milton
Friedman constituted opposing
paradigms of economic policy. For
Keynes government spending was
crucial to stimulate demand for
goods and services in slack times;
monetary policy as a stimulating
agent had limitations. Friedman,
meanwhile, was critical of government spending, but favored
monetary policy: in times of recession, monetary stimulus was
necessary lest the slump becomes
a depression.
The irony of the last 14 years,
that is, since the financial crisis of
2008, is that governments everywhere resorted simultaneously to
Keynesian and Friedmanian poli-

cies: massive government spending
and the “printing” of money to
prevent a depression.
The unprecedented degree of
these interventions was bound to
cause grave harm. All it would take
was for people to feel more confident about requesting and extending
credit and spending money. Then
all that stimulus would generate
an excess of demand vis-à-vis a
supply of goods and services that
would not be able to keep up. If on
top of this, certain factors were to
further limit the capacity to produce
enough goods to satisfy demand (a
pandemic, a war), the effect would
be that much more acute.

Do Americans know who their diplomats are; or what they do

By Michael S. Pollard and Charles P. Ries
Ambassador Bridget Brink took up her
new post in Kyiv on May 30 as the U.S. ambassador to Ukraine. There, she will reopen
a U.S. embassy in a nation still under attack
and act as a key, on-the-ground representative
of American interests to the government and
people of Ukraine. Before her appointment
to this critical job, few Americans will have
heard the name Ambassador Brink, although
she has served in Cyprus, Serbia, Uzbekistan,
Georgia and Slovakia, among other assignments in her 26 years of service.
The same can be said of the thousands
and thousands of other diplomats who have
dedicated their careers to protecting American citizens and interests in far-flung places
with skill and dedication, without much in
the way of recognition or understanding from
their fellow Americans.
An interest in understanding Americans’
views on American diplomacy and diplomats
— how they are selected and trained, what
it is that they do — formed the basis of a
new report, undertaken with the support of
the Una Chapman Cox Foundation and conducted by the nonprofit RAND Corporation.
The report details the results of two surveys in which a nationally representative
sample of more than 2,000 American adults
answered questionnaires in two successive
years, 2020 and 2021. In between the surveys, we ran several focus group sessions
that probed some of the survey questions
more deeply.
What we found was that although public
opinion toward American diplomats was
generally favorable, regardless of personal
political ideology, Americans have a limited understanding of how diplomats are
selected, and how diplomacy interacts with
other elements of America’s national security
establishment. Still, a strong and consistent
majority — more than 65 percent in both
nationwide surveys we conducted — said
that they thought diplomacy contributes to
national security. There was a two-to-one
preference among participants for diplomats
to lead in foreign policy, rather than the
military. Participants also said they felt that

diplomats would be better at enabling the
nation to both negotiate differences between
nations and to avoid armed conflict.
Our findings also suggest that if the public
were given more context regarding the relative size of funding for the State Department
compared to the U.S. military, they would
support an increase in State Department
funding — with the implicit understanding
that more funding would improve the department’s ability to fulfill its mission.
Indeed, when survey respondents were
given this context — that the U.S. military
receives some 15 to 20 percent of the federal
budget, compared to the State Department’s
1.2 to 1.5 percent — there was a 36 percent
increase in support for increasing State Department funding. This suggests to us that a
greater effort to inform the public on funding
levels, as well as transparency on how taxpayer funds are used, would lead to greater
public support for such outlays.
One consistent theme in the findings was
that the less respondents knew about what
diplomats do, the less likely they were to
report a “favorable” or “very favorable”

perception of them. We also learned that
the American public had greater confidence
in career ambassadors rather than political
appointees. However, American diplomats,
while generally viewed as trustworthy, were
thought by 38 percent of respondents to be
politically biased, regardless of their own
political ideology.
Perceptions of the most important functions of diplomats overwhelmingly prioritized helping U.S. citizens abroad, compared
to accomplishing broader national goals. In
our surveys, participants were presented with
a list of nine items (such as “help U.S. citizens
in trouble,” “negotiate treaties and agreements” and “advance American interests with
foreign governments”) and were then asked
to rank these items in order from what they
believed were the most important functions
of diplomats to the least. While 85 percent of
respondents included helping citizens abroad
as a primary function, advancing American
interests was next most frequently cited — by
40 percent or respondents. Only 19 percent of
respondents included “promote U.S. values”
among their top three selections.

In the focus groups, we found participants
often interpreted “values” differently. Some
said that they considered values to be a politically “loaded term,” or that it could mean
imposing certain ways of thinking that might
not be welcome in all countries. But once
they better understood just what was meant
by core U.S. values, and how diplomats go
about promoting those values, there was a
near tripling of support.
This finding was replicated in the second
survey in which we included a new question
asking participants whether they believed
that “democracy, freedom, human rights, and
the rule of law” were core American values
and, if so, whether promoting such values
was an important diplomatic function. To
this, 56 percent of respondents agreed or
strongly agreed. It’s the inverse of the finding
that the less folks know about the job of a diplomat, the less they support the work; in this
case, the more people know and understand
about diplomacy, the more they support it.
People seem quick to grasp a fundamental
aspect of diplomacy — that it must often be
done the old-fashioned way, in-person, by
building relationships. Despite the current
ubiquity of virtual meetings and social media,
in every in-depth focus group discussion,
participants endorsed the idea that in-person
diplomacy would continue to be important,
perhaps even more important, in the future.
The overall implication of the survey is
simple: Efforts to better inform and engage
the American public about the work of diplomacy and who American diplomats are
would lead to a greater understanding of the
job and its people — which would, in turn,
most likely lead to broader public support.
Indeed, such outreach efforts have been
floated by both the current secretary of state
and his predecessor, proving that they are not
simply useful but broadly supported as well.
*****
Michael Pollard is a senior sociologist
at the nonprofit, nonpartisan RAND Corporation and professor at the Pardee RAND
Graduate School. Charles Ries is an adjunct
senior fellow at RAND and a former State
Department official.
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There’s no social justice without public safety
By Will Marshall
America’s deepest blue cities are sending
progressives an unmistakable message: If
your definition of “criminal justice reform”
doesn’t include reducing crime and upholding
public order, count us out.
Crime has vaulted near the top of voters’
concerns, just after the economy and inflation.
According to Gallup, 80 percent of Americans worry “a great deal” or a “fair amount”
about crime, the highest level in two decades.
Such fears pose yet another midterm
election hurdle for Democrats, on top of
public angst over soaring prices and President
Biden’s dismal public approval ratings. A
recent poll found that voters give Republicans
a 12-point advantage when asked which party
they trust most to handle crime.
The public mood has swung dramatically
since the public outcry in 2020 over the police
killings of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor and
other unarmed Black citizens. That put the
national spotlight on police brutality and systemic racism in the criminal justice system.
During the pandemic, however, a sharp
rise in murders and thefts, especially in the
country’s major urban centers, has spread
alarm and made public safety the burning
issue. Strongly reinforcing that trend is the
appearance of large homeless encampments
beset by overdose deaths, violence and anti-social behavior by people with psychosis.
There’s also a backlash among urban
Democratic voters and Black mayors like
New York’s Eric Adams and San Francisco’s
London Breed against the activist left’s fanciful ideas for criminal justice reform. The
system needs an overhaul, but progressive
calls for “defunding the police” or ignoring
“quality of life” crimes defy common sense.
Last week, for example, voters in ultra-liberal San Francisco emphatically gave District
Attorney Chesa Boudin the boot in a recall

election. Boudin exemplified the new breed
of “progressive prosecutors” who seem more
committed to keeping offenders out of jail
than protecting law-abiding citizens.
A similar dynamic in Los Angeles propelled billionaire businessman Rick Caruso,
who campaigned on hiring more cops and
shutting down homeless camps, into a run-off
election against Democratic Rep. Karen Bass
in the city’s mayoral primary. There’s also an
effort afoot to recall Los Angeles Country’s
left-leaning district attorney, George Gascon.
Boudin, the son of Weather Underground
radicals who served lengthy prison sentences,
came to office in 2019 promising to reduce
incarceration. His critics — including many
who quit the prosecutor’s office in protest
— objected to his reluctance to throw the
book at people charged with heinous crimes;
to add gun charges to gang members who
use them in committing other crimes; to
charge juveniles as adults; and to prosecute
misdemeanors linked to homelessness, like
trespassing, public drug abuse and urination.
Boudin had clashed with Mayor Breed,
a no-nonsense Black woman who grew up
in a squalid city public housing project. She
declared a state of emergency in San Francisco’s Tenderloin district, which has been

blighted by the deadly fentanyl epidemic, a
rash of street thefts and store looting, as well
as unsafe and unsanitary homeless camps.
“It’s time that the reign of criminals who
are destroying our city, it is time for it to come
to an end,” she declared. “And it comes to
an end when we take the steps to be more
aggressive with law enforcement.”
While Boudin played to a gallery of
college-educated white progressives, Breed
speaks for families and merchants in Black,
Hispanic and Asian working-class neighborhoods who are fed up with shootings, looting
and chaos in their streets. Even so, Boudin’s
ouster and the earlier recall of three leftwing
members of San Francisco’s school board
showed that growing numbers of white liberals also fear that progressive shibboleths
about crime and racial identity are making
San Francisco unlivable.
Democrats are fortunate that Black mayors like Breed, Adams and Chicago’s Lori
Lightfoot — whose city has seen a record 800
murders — are leading the charge to suppress
crime and find more humane solutions to
homelessness than simply dumping mentally
unstable people on the streets.
These Democrats have no use for the
Republican “law and order” playbook. They

have zero tolerance for racial profiling and
police brutality, or harsh sentencing guidelines and indiscriminate incarceration, not to
mention easy and unlimited access to guns.
They want to spend more on a better model
of policing and make social investments
that mitigate historic inequities that breed
anger, despair and crime in impoverished
neighborhoods.
Unlike leftwing activists, however, they
also know their constituents don’t want to
be confronted by a false choice between
“racial justice” and safety. In fact, Black and
Hispanic Democrats are more likely than
white Democrats to favor more spending on
local police.
To overcome their trust deficit on crime,
Democrats should heed these rank-and-file
voices in their party and offer voters this fall
a radically pragmatic approach to criminal
justice reform that “refunds the police” but
shifts from reactive and overly militarized
“911 justice” to community policing. That
entails moving cops out of their cars and
making them visible fixtures in high-crime
neighborhoods. It also means confronting
police unions that block efforts to hold errant
officers accountable for misconduct.
Democrats also should embrace creative
new approaches to homelessness. In California, for example, Gov. Gavin Newsom calls
for “Care Courts” for people with severe
psychosis. Courts could order them into 12
months of supervised treatment and housing,
with the understanding that a refusal to accept
could lead to involuntary confinement.
Above all, Democrats should put protecting America’s most vulnerable citizens from
violence and disorder first, because there’s no
social justice without public safety.
*****
Will Marshall is president and founder of
the Progressive Policy Institute (PPI).

several months, with no concrete action being
taken for survivors and victims.
Congress is wavering on its commitment
to survivors, vulnerable children, and the
American people. Members are using the
TVPRA as a bargaining chip for their own
political gain; while traffickers are targeting
vulnerable populations, victims are still
trapped in their trafficking situation, and
survivors grasp for limited services. This is
a non-controversial, bipartisan bill that needs
to make it to the floor for a vote — without
any further delay.
We can and should do better for the victims and survivors worldwide. As we call on
Congress to step up and act to protect people
across the globe, we need the help of people
across the country. It is as easy as placing a

call to your representative, sending an email,
or showing up at their local town hall.
At Safe House Project, we see the benefits
that survivors can reap from these services.
Our mission is to increase survivor identification beyond 1 percent through education,
provide emergency services and placement
to survivors, and ensure every survivor has
access to safe housing and holistic care by
accelerating safe house capacity and development across America. Here, we want to unite
communities to end domestic sex trafficking
and restore hope, freedom, and a future to
every survivor. We have launched 272 beds
across the country and know that the passage
of this legislation will help so many more
vulnerable boys, girls, women, and men, from
the youngest children to the elderly.
It takes courage to step up, but when we
each act courageously, including our elected
officials, to keep safe places safe, support
survivors, and protect vulnerable populations,
we cultivate a community where all people
are valued and can thrive. Change takes
courage. Human trafficking will be eradicated
when each of us dares to speak out for those
who are being victimized and step in to prevent abuse before it happens. We can choose
to act courageously and stand in the gap to
see an end to human trafficking, but first, we
must answer this simple question: “Do we
have the courage to take action?”
*****
Brittany Dunn is COO of Safe House Project, a (501c3) nonprofit combatting domestic
sex trafficking.

Joe Biden’s failed leadership and the skyrocketing prices for food and gas, surging
crime rates, and unprecedented effort to force
parents out of their kids’ education that has
defined his administration.
In the Tar Heel state, North Carolinians
nominated Ted Budd to face off against radical activist judge Cheri Beasley for an open
Senate seat. Republican turnout was 86 percent higher than it was in the 2018 midterms
and there were nearly 146,000 more primary
votes cast by Republicans than Democrats.
In Pennsylvania, Republican enthusiasm was
strong up and down ballot. Pennsylvania
GOP primary voters had higher turnout than
Democrats for the first time in more than a
decade. Republican turnout was 75 percent
higher than it was in the 2018 midterms. And
in Iowa, turnout surpassed the 2018 primary
election by 61,952 ballots and Republican
enthusiasm nearly doubled. GOP votes also
made up over half the total votes cast, while

Democrats accounted for only 44 percent.
Let’s be clear: Joe Biden has presided over
one crisis after another. But instead of trying
to fix problems as they arise, he’s actively
made them worse. Gas prices are now above
$5. Our southern border is wide open and, as
a result, fentanyl is pouring into our communities — the deadly drug is now the leading
cause of death for Americans aged 18-45.
The latest numbers show inflation surged to
another 40-year high in May, as Americans
struggle to afford everyday goods. Biden is
barreling the country toward economic catastrophe, but he doesn’t seem to care.
This is more than failed leadership. This
is a total abdication of duty and a mind-boggling lack of empathy for Americans struggling to get through each week. Recent
Republican wins are no mystery. Eighty
percent of Americans think the country is on
the wrong track. As Biden drags his radical
party down with him, he’s hemorrhaging
support among independent voters and the
Democrats he needs to win. Nobody wants
to be the last one off a sinking ship.
Meanwhile, voters are showing up because Republicans are offering the common
sense, conservative solutions the American
people want. The candidates who are winning believe in border security, cutting costs,
protecting our kids from leftist indoctrination,
and supporting our police. As Democrats
flounder in the wake of Biden’s slow-motion
implosion, Republicans are united and delivering wins up and down the ballot.
November 2022 will bring more of the
same.
Ronna McDaniel is chairwoman of the
Republican National Committee.

Congress must act on human trafficking victims bill

By Brittany Dunn
“I remember the first time someone
named what had been happening to me for
the majority of my life. ‘Sex trafficking.’ It
shattered everything around me. What had
been happening to me since I was a toddler
wasn’t normal. It wasn’t okay. It didn’t happen to everyone. I was a survivor of a heinous
crime, yes, but naming what had happened
to me gave me the hope that it didn’t have
to keep happening, that I could be free of it
someday.” — Survivor.
Imagine spending every moment of every day wishing you could be free. Wishing
someone cared about you. This is the wish
of the millions of men, women, and children
each year who are victims of one of the
world’s oldest and fastest-growing criminal
enterprises—human trafficking. Despite this
enormous number of victims, it is estimated
by the State Department that victim identification is around 1 percent.
Right now, Congress has an opportunity
to create lasting change by passing a crucial
piece of legislation, the Frederick Douglass
Trafficking Victims Prevention and Protection Reauthorization Act. Human trafficking
victims are in our communities and we must
take deliberate steps to identify the other 99
percent and support every survivor.
The Frederick Douglass Trafficking
Victims Prevention and Protection Reauthorization Act (TVPRA), H.R. 6552, was
introduced in Congress on Feb. 8, 2022, by
Reps. Chris Smith (R-N.J.) and Karen Bass
(D-Calif.). This vital piece of legislation

would authorize $1.6 billion over five years
to combat modern-day slavery like human
trafficking by funding programs that include
social services, life skills training, education,
employment, and college scholarships; and
remains the only introduced bill in the House
to accomplish this goal.
This initiative began in 2000 when
Congress passed the Trafficking Victims
Prevention Act. However, this critical
legislation requires Congress to act every
five years, allowing them to strengthen our
laws and stand in solidarity with trafficking
victims and survivors. Although being able
to legislate on this issue regularly provides
opportunities for victims and survivors, it can
also fall victim to partisan gridlock. This bill
has been up for consideration in Congress for

The primaries show momentum is with Republicans
By Ronna McDaniel
As we reach the halfway mark of an exciting primary season, turnout numbers so
far show Republicans have a lot to look forward to on Nov. 8th. From North Carolina to
Georgia to Texas, Republicans are outpacing
Democrats at the ballot box, our momentum
is growing, and election integrity laws are
proving effective. From coast to coast, Americans are ready for a new direction.
In the Lone Star State, Republican Mayra
Flores flipped Texas’s 34th congressional
district to become the first Mexican-born
U.S. Congresswoman. Her district, which
is 84 percent Hispanic in the deep blue Rio
Grande Valley, is one that Democrats won by
13 percent in 2020. Her victory is proof not
only that conservative values are resonating
with Hispanic Americans, but also that the
state’s election integrity law passed by Republicans last year is making it easier to vote
and harder to cheat.
Texas wasn’t the only state where election
integrity laws won big. For months, Democrats lied about Georgia’s election integrity
law. They falsely claimed it was racist and
insisted it would suppress minority turnout.
Joe Biden smeared it as “Jim Crow in the
21st Century.” The MLB even withdrew
their All-Star Game from Atlanta, costing
the community tens of millions of dollars.
In reality, the law expanded voting accessibility while adding safeguards against fraud.
The legislation strengthened voter ID laws,
expanded early voting hours on weekends,
required better maintenance of voter rolls,
and banned ballot harvesting. The results
speak for themselves. More than 1.9 million
Georgians voted in the state’s primary elec-

tions this year, an increase of 65 percent over
2018 when the total was less than 1.2 million.
Not only are more Georgians voting,
they’re also coming out in droves for the
GOP. Republicans in the Peach State overperformed their historical primary vote share
totals compared to both 2020 and 2018, while
Democrats underperformed. Election Day
saw 98 percent more ballots cast in the 2022
GOP primary compared to the 2018 GOP
primary. GOP vote share jumped from 52
percent in 2018 to 62 percent in 2022, while
Democrats’ share shrank from 48 percent to
38 percent. Among Black voters, Republican
turnout surged 2.3 times. For Asians, GOP
turnout was 2.7 times higher. And turnout
among Hispanic voters was three times
higher. Georgians saw Democrats’ attacks
on election integrity as the partisan hit job
they were.
In fact, turnout was up all over the country
for a simple reason: Voters are fed up with
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Trump’s path back to the Oval Office
By B.J. Rudell
U.S. Sen. Tom Cotton (R-Ark.) is dropping strong hints of entering the 2024
presidential race after this year’s midterms.
Florida Gov, Ron DeSantis has raised over
$100 million and would be an immediate
top-three option should he seek the nomination. And Donald Trump’s former vice
president, Mike Pence — the guy Trump
allegedly wanted dead — could return with
the vengeance of a Christian true believer
with nothing left to lose.
Yet all of these rumblings are moot if
Trump joins the race — because while the
other 2024 GOP aspirants fight for MAGA’s
adoration, the aura of Trump in Republican
circles goes far beyond the political sect
he spawned. The 45th president is above
reproach among a majority of his primary
voters. That’s the key. While Pence and
DeSantis and Cotton and others wrangle for
party support, only one person commands
supremacy.
Although Trump’s approval rating before
leaving office was the lowest of his presidency, 82 percent of Republicans still supported
him, according to Gallup. It’s still over 80
percent today. And as we’ve seen time and
again, Republicans who openly question
Trump’s intelligence, success, or veracity are
— more often than not — vanquished. That’s
the power of having most of your party in
your back pocket. Trump is the only potential

GOP presidential candidate who apparently
can bilk hundreds of millions of dollars from
supporters for personal profit — and still keep
them in his back pocket.
That’s Houdini-level magic.
If President Joe Biden’s situation were
similar to most other first-term presidents
— if he were a shoo-in for his party’s renomination — then we might imagine Democratic
voters in early primary states temporarily
switching to Republican in order to help
shape the GOP-nominating process. But the
Democratic race in 2024 (likely beginning
in earnest in early 2023) could become even
messier than 2016’s, when former U.S.

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton (N.Y.)
faced a surprisingly tough foe in Sen. Bernie
Sanders (Vt.).
By contract, 2024 could feature multiple
strong options to replace Biden. And even
if Biden steps aside, Vice President Kamala
Harris surely would face similarly tough
competition. By many accounts, the Democratic Party is in the midst of its own existential crisis. Biden is an old-guard placeholder.
Placeholding, by definition, doesn’t hold firm
for very long.
So, we should assume that Democratic primary voters will be preoccupied in 2024, as
will many Democratic-leaning independent
voters dissatisfied with either the activism
or the inactivism of a party charged with
restoring normalcy.
This scenario would put Trump in a prime
position to win the Republican presidential
nomination. In a recent poll of potential
candidates, he’s 33 points ahead of DeSantis
and 39 ahead of Pence. More glaringly, he’s
at 51 percent in a crowded field. Even 25
percent support in a crowded field would
all-but-assure Trump of the nomination in a
packed primary.
We watched this play out in 2016, when a
far-weaker Trump lost the Iowa Caucuses and
then barely secured one-third of the primary
vote in New Hampshire and South Carolina.
Yet that alone was enough to give him a “clear
path” to the nomination. No state gave him 50

percent support until his home state of New
York on April 19, more than 10 weeks after
Iowa and after nearly two-thirds of states had
cast their votes.
The only realistic way Republicans like
Pence, DeSantis, Cotton, and others can
stop Trump is if all but one of them declines
to run. Presumably, DeSantis would be the
most formidable opponent, but he’d also have
the most to lose, as his standing within the
party surely would weaken ahead of 2028.
For months, he would be the sole object of
Trump’s ire. And as the formerly “unstoppable“ Jeb Bush and hundreds of others have
learned, that never ends well.
As I’ve been writing for some time,
Trump’s hold on the Republican Party is
unyielding. It doesn’t matter how many
insurrections he supports, how many GOP
political careers he destroys, or how many
women accuse him of rape. When it comes
to his party, he gets what he wants. The rest
is merely a fight for second place.
B.J. Rudell is a longtime political strategist, former associate director for Duke University’s Center for Politics, and recent North
Carolina Democratic Party operative. In a
career encompassing stints on Capitol Hill,
on presidential campaigns, in a newsroom, in
classrooms, and for a consulting firm, he has
authored three books and has shared political
insights across all media platforms, including
for CNN and Fox News.

FLASHBACK: Biden’s terrible 2021 prediction
By Walter W. Murray
President Joe Biden administration’s made a series of massive
miscalculations on everything from
foreign policy to domestic spending — but a new report exposes
what may have been its biggest
error of all
It’s the price of gas.
Town Hall found a prediction
from December that could haunt the
administration come November’s
midterm election, showing a basic
lack of competence on a core issue.
“We forecast that retail gasoline
prices will average $3.13/gal in
December before falling to $3.01/
gal in January and $2.88/gal on
average in 2022,” the U.S. Energy
Information Administration wrote
in a December 2021 report.
Biden’s hand-picked experts at
the U.S. Department of Energy…
supposedly the best minds his team
could find for setting and maintaining policy… believed fuel prices
would drop this year.
Instead, of course, the opposite

has happened.
Fuel prices now top $5 a gallon
on average, and in some parts of the
nation are well north of $6 a gallon.
Californians now pay an average of $6.43 a gallon, according to
the latest AAA survey.
Biden has blamed just about
everyone and everything else, from
Donald Trump to the coronavirus to
the oil industry.
He’s even blamed Russian President Vladimir Putin, despite the

fact that fuel prices were jumping
long before Russia invaded Ukraine
in February.
“There is no question that Vladimir Putin is principally responsible
for the intense financial pain the
American people and their families
are bearing,” Biden insisted just
this week. “But amid a war that has
raised gasoline prices more than
$1.70 per gallon, historically high
refinery profit margins are worsening that pain.”
The fuel crisis has forced Biden
to eat crow in a number of ways…
including a head-spinning turnaround on Saudi Arabia.
During the 2020 campaign,
Biden had vowed to turn the
oil-producing giant into a pariah
state over its human rights abuses
including the assassination of Jamal
Khashoggi.
Instead, Biden has practically
begged the nation to help ease fuel
prices.
He finally convinced the Saudis to modestly increase OPEC

production — but he has to visit
the nation next month in return,
in what will no doubt look like a
hat-in-hand visit.
“There’s no way around the fact
that the Saudi trip marks a reversal of President Biden’s original
effort to downgrade the bilateral
relationship while humiliating and
ostracizing Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman,” John Hannah, a
former national security adviser to
Vice President Dick Cheney, told
Fox News Digital.
Hannah added that Biden’s empty “virtue signaling” on Saudi Arabia might’ve played well among
progressives. But in the real world,
as rising gas prices show, the move
“backfired miserably when it came
to serving U.S. national interests.”
Now, Biden is getting it from
both sides — while the right mocks
him for caving to Saudi interests,
the left is outraged that he’s showing up there at all.
But he may not have much
choice.

So far, none of Biden’s other
moves have helped tame the price
of gas or inflation, and there’s nothing to suggest American consumers
will see any relief anytime soon.
Even those who support Biden
have been forced to hem and haw.
“I think we’re in a really difficult
position, because we don’t have
successful precedents for having
an economy this red hot in terms
of low unemployment and high inflation and not having a recession,”
Larry Summers, who was treasury
secretary under Bill Clinton and
director of the National Economic
Council under Barack Obama, told
the Washington Post. “It’s going to
very, very difficult to achieve a soft
landing.”
In other words, Americans
should be prepared for more pain
— both at the pump and beyond.
*****
Walter W. Murray is a reporter
for The Horn News. He is an outspoken conservative and a survival
expert.

ing to the senators, deprioritizes
the removal of dangerous criminal
aliens. Their letter cites 16 examples of crimes committed by illegal
immigrants, including homicides,
rapes, assaults, robberies and deaths
caused by drunk driving.
For drug pushers, Biden’s opendoor policy is a dream come true,
and they are taking full advantage
of it. As a result, since Biden hung
out the welcome sign, fentanyl
deaths have skyrocketed in the
U.S. According to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention,
drug overdoses in the U.S. reached
record-breaking levels in 2021

— more than 100,000 — and the
trend continues. More than 10,000
pounds of fentanyl were seized at
our southern border in 2021, and
the movement of this deadly drug
across the border has increased in
2022.
An unfathomably evil practice
encouraged by Biden’s open door
at our southern border is human
trafficking. Human trafficking is
modern-day slavery. Victims of human trafficking — typically women
and children — are sold as sexual
slaves, forced labor or human
collateral for debt bondage. Debt
bondage, or debt slavery, involves
forcing an individual to work to
pay off a debt incurred personally
or by a family member. Those who
hold the debt continually add to it,
so what is owed becomes perpetual; it’s never paid off. Many of the
immigrants who cross America’s
southern border illegally wind up
as debt slaves to the traffickers who
transport them from their native
countries.
In some cases, human-trafficking victims are forced to submit
to having their organs extracted.
The organs are then sold through
a worldwide black market. The

sale of human organs is a huge and
thriving business worldwide.
The most common goal of human traffickers is recruiting and
exploiting children as sexual slaves.
All cases of human trafficking involve subjecting victims to human
bondage, taking control of their
lives, eliminating their autonomy,
restricting their freedom of movement and denying them the right to
make their own decisions.
Our message for Joe Biden and
his open-border cronies is simple:
There is nothing compassionate
about opening the door to our
country to violent criminals, drug
pushers and human traffickers. Your
job is to protect American citizens,
not subject them to this kind of evil.
Oliver L. North is a combat-decorated U.S. Marine, founder and
CEO of Fidelis Publishing and
Fidelis Media. Find out more
about him at www.olivernorth.com.
David Goetsch is a Marine Corps
veteran, member of the Florida
Veterans Hall of Fame, professor of
business, and Christian counselor.
Find out more about him at www.
david-goetsch.com. Their latest
book, “Tragic Consequences,” is
available at www.faithfultext.com.

Biden’s open door to criminals, pushers and human traffickers

By Oliver L. North
and David Goetsch
When President Joe Biden hung
out the welcome sign at our southern border, he and his open-border
cronies tried to portray his policy as
an act of compassion. This is still
their supposed rationale for allowing anyone and everyone unlawful
access to the U.S.
However, when it became obvious the tidal wave of immigrants
entering our country illegally includes violent criminals, drug
pushers and human traffickers,
Biden’s compassion rationale lost
its luster. In response, he and his
cronies ramped up the use of their
favorite tactic: attacking not the
problem but those who point out
the problem. Biden’s use of this
tactic to deceive, distract and distort
continues, which should surprise
no one. The Greek philosopher
Socrates warned when the debate
is lost, slander becomes the tool of
the losers.
We warn of the potential consequences of open borders in our
new book, “Tragic Consequences:
The Price America is Paying for
Rejecting God and How We Can
Reclaim Our Culture for Christ”

Maramis

(available at all major booksellers).
Those consequences include extending an open door to criminals,
drug pushers and human traffickers.
Because of the Biden administration’s feckless immigration
policies, violent criminals gaining
access to the U.S. has become so
problematic that 22 senators, led
by Ted Cruz of Texas and Cindy
Hyde-Smith of Mississippi, sent a
letter to hapless Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas
demanding he immediately rescind
the Guidance for Enforcement of
Civil Immigration Law — a Biden
administration policy that, accord-

(Continued from Page 17)
Here is a verse from the Bible alluding
to this subject: “The son will not bear the
punishment for the father’s iniquity, nor will
the father bear the punishment for the son’s
iniquity; the righteousness of the righteous
will be upon himself, and the wickedness of
the wicked will be upon himself.” Ezekiel
18:17
So often today we hear about people
wanting to take their vengeance out on the
relatives of the guilty if they cannot get to the
guilty. They may even attack innocent family
members believing it is acceptable to do so.
But Jesus was not about pinning guilt on
anyone who was free of guilt. Nor should we
even think of doing such a thing. How would
you like to take the blame and the suffering
for someone else’s deed? And especially 150
years after the fact? Remember the days of
lynching when innocent parties were hung
without a trial? How is it different to pin
guilt on the descendants of slave-owners to
pay reparation for that over which they had
no control?
Yet it seems that today, some people think
nothing of asking those whose ancestors

kept slaves back in the day — without even
knowing if those particular ancestors abused
their slaves or not — to pay the price today
for their ancestor’s misdeeds then.
Not all slave-owners mistreated their
slaves, but even if they did, is that any logical
reason to extort the price for their behavior
out of their innocent descendants?
Without disparaging anyone who holds to
the belief for Reparation (from the descendants of the slave owners to the descendants
of the slaves), consider that this is the sort of
thinking that leads to the problems in today’s
society such as racism and hatred.
For example, if you and a member of
another race were long-time friends, and the
subject of your ancestors came up, and you
wanted to exchange what you knew about
them with each other, you may have been
surprised to learn that your friend’s ancestors
ran an underground service for runaway
slaves. Several of the “slaves” they had were
considered members of their family and were
treated as such, and they couldn’t have run
their underground service without them. And
while they were always free to go as they
wanted, they preferred to stay and live with

their “slave-owning” family.
To the rest of the world, it would be noted
that “they owned slaves,” and that is how it
would go down in the book, so to speak. After
your friend finished telling you her stories,
she asked about yours. Your ancestors, way
back, were slaves, and from the stories passed
down in your family, they were horribly mistreated, having to work long hours with little
food, and were beaten for the least infraction.
You had often heard the stories told by
your elders about how things were for them,
and you read some of their barely preserved
writings, written in charcoal with unsure
hands on pieces of torn flour sacks, telling
of their life with their owners. Your family
stories were so different from your friend’s
stories. You had been conditioned to believe
that all White people back in the day had
slaves for doing all the work, and that they
were mistreated to boot, and felt that someone should care and make it up to them.
The “logical” answer regarding who should
make the reparations for those sins of the past
would be… whom? The descendants of their
slave-owner anscesters?
The logic eludes me. There is no way

anyone should be made to pay for someone
else’s mistakes, crimes, sins, or misdeeds, as
it clearly says in the Bible, and as any court
of law would surely agree (we cannot and
do not punish the nephew for the crimes of
the uncle, or the mother for the sins of the
grandmother), yet in order to make their case,
this strange kind of logic would have us see
this as actually logical.
We will never have reconciliation and
healing based on injustice. If we are to finally
put slavery behind us we must forgive those
who caused the suffering and misery of the
slaves, thank those who helped slaves escape,
and make sure the laws we have today are fair
and just… and if they are not, to change the
laws — not hold innocent parties to blame.
Allow those on both sides of this slavery
issue to finally find the racial peace and harmony we so richly deserve and put slavery
behind us once and for all.
*****
Maramis Choufani is the Managing Editor of the Las Vegas Tribune. She writes a
weekly column in this newspaper. To contact
Maramis, email her at maramistribune@
gmail.com.
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Rum Runners Band at Millers Tavern

By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
I was invited to see the Rum
Runners Band, heard about them
but this was my first time experiencing them at Millers Tavern with a
lake view and dancing on the patio.
Classic rock, Motown, Rk’n Blues,
it’s a great any way you mix it the
music stands out from all of the rest!
You move to the beat of the music
at your table, or even better dance
because the music makes you want
to dance. The quartet appears all
around Las Vegas and is known as
Las Vegas’ most wanted.
Whatever the setting, their music
explodes with rhythm. You can tell
that all members of the band have
had long time experience which is
always evident. The whole room
seemed to light up with happy
guests. I felt like dancing but was

running the camera for my television program.
With a library of more than three
hundred carefully arranged and
tightly rehearsed songs, any given
night includes selections by bands
as diverse as The Allman Brothers
(Whipping Post), The Knack (My
Sharona), Chicago (25 or 6 to 4),
Soul Survivors (Expressway to
Your Heart), Santana (Black Magic
Woman), and Blue Oyster Cult
(Godzilla). See reverse for recent
set lists. Rum Runners have played
some of the most popular bars and
casinos in Las Vegas, including The
Sand Dollar Lounge, Tiki di Amore,
East Side Cannery Casino, and El
Cortez Casino and venues in Lake
Havasu, AZ and Searchlight, NV.
They were inducted into the Las
Vegas Blues Hall of Fame by Rita
King (B.B.’s daughter) in 2019.

Hailing from Chicago, New York
and Indiana, Rum Runners joined
forces in Las Vegas and haven’t
looked back. Incredible vocals and
harmonies, scorching guitar, and a
solid rhythm section guarantee a
great time. Your Rum Runners are:
Wayne Ivey: Lead Vocals/Guitar;
Tony Grassano: Lead Guitar; Tom
Rice: Bass Guitar/Vocals; Scott
Hirtenstein: Drums/Vocal;
You know the Rum Runners
are on stage before they play with
1920’s style fedoras, suits & ties
and two-tone shoes (like bootlegging “rum runners”). Your Rum
Runners are experienced, professional and will keep your audience
very entertained.

RUM RUNNERS BAND: See
the website for their schedule. Book
them for your venue or next event:
Contact Wayne (call 505-980-8121,

email rumrunners2017@outlook.
com) for available dates and a
current song list. And visit/follow
“RumRunners” on Facebook.

Millers Tavern — American traditional
What could be more fun than a restaurant
with great entertainment, patio dancing, and
a view of a lake? It’s Millers Tavern with
both inside and outside restaurants. They
call their meals American traditional but it
is much more with their own special recipes!
With two pages of Lunch, Appetizers,
Salads, and dinner selections there’s quite a
choice and if you are really hungry, they serve
big portions. I like the way Millers gives you
choices of mild, hot, BBQ, or Millers honey
jalapeno Cilantro sauce on their chicken
wings and different other choices for each
meal.
There’s Philly Cheese-steak with seasoned
Philly beef, bell peppers, onions and melted
Provolone cheese. That sounds scrumptious!
I chose the grilled Chicken Caesar Wrap
packed with fresh Romaine, Parmesan
Cheese and Caesar Dressing, wrapped in a
warm 13.5 inch flour Tortilla. One bite and
you taste so many different flavors! It was a
Chicken Caesar Wrap like no other!
Of course they offer Millers Burger but
you can choose chicken, turkey and plant-

produced the “John & Marsha” All American Burger Chain TV commercial Winner of
the “Award of Excellence” by the Las Vegas
Advertising Federation. Sandy produced/directed/wrote “Truffles, Wine and Castles Tour
of Northern Italy” and “Discover China”
travel specials named “Travel Shows of the
Week.” Contact: For information call Sandy
Zimmerman at (702)-515-0846 or email her
at sandyzimm2003@yahoo.com.
*****

Sandy chose the Chicken Caesar Wrap
based patties. There are so many surprises Course in Sun City Summerlin, just take
at Millers, Appetizer prices from only $6-10; North Durango to Del Web.
Salads from $7-16; Dinners from $13-20;
*****
Lunches from $8-15;
Sandy Zimmerman’s Promotions, StreamMILLERS TAVERN: American tradition- ing Interviews/Academy Awards & Other Red
al Bar and Restaurant, at Palm Valley Golf Carpets; Award-Winning: Sandy wrote and

LifestyLes
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Join the Picnic at Stallone’s Italian Eatery

By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Stallone’s is a fun place to eat, just sit at
one of the picnic tables and you will meet
people, tables are set ready for four people.
I chose the starter, more than just a
starter appetizer, Chef Louie’s house-made
Meatballs are a whole meal! I chose Chef
Louie’s Meatballs (photo above) because
each Meatball is prepared with veal, beef,
and pork, imagine all of these flavors in a
Meatball! The TWO large meatballs fill the
plate, and they are covered in Pomodoro
Sauce. What a feast! (Pomodoro means “tomato” in Italian). What a meal! The price is
reasonable — $9.99.
Stallone’s Chopped Mixed Greens Salad
is filled with Genoa Salami, Mortadella, Provolone, Kalamata olives and Roma Tomatoes.
Small - $6.99 and large - $12.99.
I enjoyed the casual Italian atmosphere
and friendly service. They have a choice of
eight appetizers, four salads, as well as 12
different pies, Stromboli’s, and Calzone’s.
Hero’s are super Hero’s as they say, “Why
be a sub when you can be a Super Hero?”
Heroes are $14.99.
Of course Stallone’s offers 7 Pasta and
House Favorites all served with those delicious garlic knots. Stallone’s Fra Diavolo
includes shrimp/squid sauteed in a “spicy”

red sauce for those who want a bit of “Zing”
to their food! There’s Baked Penne Rigate
with three blended cheeses. Rigatoni with
choice of sauces, and you can add chicken
or shrimp.
Don’t forget the desserts made fresh
in house! You choose from Cannoli, NY
Cheesecake, Tiramisu, Zeppoles, and Fried
Onions. I ate the Tiramisu, every bite was

so luscious!
Stallone’s is easy to find, near the South
Point Hotel, on 467 E. Silverado Ranch,
Suite #125, in the shopping center. www.
StallonesLV.com
*****
For 25 years, Sandy Zimmerman appeared on television, along with interviewing
celebrities on the Academy Awards and other

red carpets, at openings, as well as producing travel specials around the world and
documentaries for Bryce Canyon National
Park, Zion Canyon, Grand Canyon North
Rim, and filmed a real Cattle Drive similar
to the early westerns in Reno, Nevada. Sandy
was Director of Public Relations/Director
of Promotions/and Director of Marketing for Las Vegas shows — “Flashdance
Fever” (Marina Hotel), “Cotton Club on
Parade” (Aladdin Hotel, now Planet Hollywood Hotel), Sherman Hemsley — star
of the “Jeffersons,” Gallagher-comedian
(Dunes Hotel), “Men of Paradise” (Vegas
World Hotel, now The Strat), Rita Rudner
— “Women of Comedy,” and many other
Las Vegas shows. After visiting China five
times, Sandy wrote the book “China — the
Ancient Dragon: A Travel Guide to China”
with further research. Sandy wrote and designed “Escape to an Adventure in Thailand
Travel Guide.” She trekked through Chiang
Mai, Thailand’s Northern Jungle and also
rode an elephant in their safari. Following
visiting Australia’s penal colony in Tasmania, Sandy researched and wrote the story
about the famous Ned Kelly, simular to our
Billy the Kid. For Information, Questions,
Submissions, Streaming Interviews, Requests
Contact: sandyzimm2003@yahoo.com or
702-515-0846.
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CITY BEAT

NDOT to host public meeting on disadvantaged business
enterprise participation in transportation projects

The Nevada Department of Transportation
(NDOT) is seeking public comment on a
proposed three-year Disadvantaged Business
Enterprise (DBE) goal for inclusion of disadvantaged and minority-owned businesses
in federally-funded transportation projects.
NDOT, in collaboration with Nevada Uniﬁed Certiﬁcation Program (NUCP) partners,
certiﬁes qualiﬁed small women-and-minority
owned businesses as Disadvantaged Business Enterprises (DBEs). NDOT sets goals
for DBE participation on both NDOT and
Local Public Agency (LPA) transportation
projects, and sets the overall triennial DBE
goal for state transportation projects utilizing
federal funds. In ﬁscal year 2020, more than
eight percent of contractors participating in
transportation projects were disadvantaged
business enterprises.
NDOT has concluded a disparity study
that is required for states within the Ninth
Circuit Court, and is hosting a public meeting to provide information on the proposed
goal, as well as gather public comment. The
department seeks to achieve or surpass its
proposed triennial DBE goal of 9.9 percent.
NDOT also has a robust DBE Supportive
Services Program to promote DBE inclusion
and participation in various programs, training opportunities, and networking events.
WHEN: 2:30 p.m., Wednesday, June 22,
2022
WHERE: The public meeting will be
available in person and virtually.
In-person option: Nevada Department of
Transportation 123 E. Washington Avenue,
building B, Las Vegas, NV. 89101
Virtual option: Microsoft Teams virtual
meeting: Join on your computer or mobile
app Click here to join the meeting or call
in (audio only) +1 702-780-6673, Phone
Conference ID: 868 121 324# Meeting information is also available at https://www.
dot.nv.gov/doing-business/public-involvement-information.
Public Comment: Public comment will
be accepted during the meeting and/or via
email through July 22, 2022. Comments can
be submitted via email to Teri Lewis, DBE
Manager, Nevada Department of Transportation, at TLewis@dot.nv.gov.
After the meeting, the Department’s goal
methodology may be viewed on its website
at https://www.dot.nv.gov/doing-business/
external-civil-rights/dbe-program.
Additional state highway information is
available at dot.nv.gov or by calling (775)
888-7000. Also follow @nevadadot on
Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram for updates
from across the state.
*****

—Artwork: Jason Kim, Hyde Park Middle
School
—Music: Mariah Torgesen, Garrett Junior
High School
—Writing: Kelsie Moser-Goodwill, K O
Knudson Middle School
Each middle school winner received an
iPad Mini. A $500 Amazon Gift Card was
also awarded to the sponsoring teacher of
each student.
The 2022 Spirit of Nevada high school
scholarship contest winners are:
—Artwork: Dhanhee Lee, Las Vegas
Academy of Arts Performing Arts Center
—Artwork: Angela Dannaker, Advanced
Technologies Academy
—Music: Benjamin Gardner, Desert Oasis
High School
—Writing: Ethan Hsiao, Palo Verde High
School
Each high school winner received $1,000
and an iPad Mini. A $500 Amazon Gift Card
was also awarded to the sponsoring teacher
of each student.
“It was a privilege to see the unique and
creative submissions we received this year,
throughout the various categories among
elementary, middle, and high school students
and teachers,” said Richard Harris, Founder
of the Richard Harris Law Firm. “It’s incredible to see the talent and creativity of our
Battle Born students celebrating the beauty
of our great State. This year’s submissions
exempliﬁed the theme, ‘Nevada — A World
Apart’ and I am proud to honor one elementary school, four middle school students, and
four high school students for their efforts.”
Spirit of Nevada by Richard Harris Law

Firm was born out of Rick’s love for Nevada and the beauty of the State. This Spirit
of Nevada scholarship allows students the
opportunity to explore the amazing people
and places of Nevada.
“We were so excited to receive double the
submissions this year compared to previous
years,” said Samantha Chian, host of Spirit
of Nevada. “I enjoyed visiting the 3rd grade
class at Goodsprings Elementary School
and surprising them with their pizza party,
classroom supplies, and prizes. The students’
smiles lit up the room and the day was joyous
for the entire school. We truly enjoyed celebrating these hard-working teachers and staff
who led these students to success throughout
the year. This year’s submissions were outstanding and we look forward to continuing
the Spirit of Nevada scholarship contest for
many years to come.”
Sponsored by the Richard Harris Law
Firm, the Spirit of Nevada scholarship contest
challenged students at all levels to express
their creativity by examining this year’s
theme, “Nevada — A World Apart.” Students submitted original and creative pieces
highlighting the stories and differences that
exempliﬁed all that makes Nevada a world
apart.
For more information about the 2022 Spirit of Nevada scholarship contest or to view
this year’s winning submissions, please visit
SpiritOfNevada.org.
*****
Restrictions and closures on I-515
(U.S. 95) through Downtown
Las Vegas through end of July
The Nevada Department of Transportation
(NDOT) announces updated trafﬁc restric-

tions for the I-515 (US-95) Viaduct Rehabilitation project currently planned through the
end of July. Please visit www.i515project.
com for additional details or changes.
June 22, 9 p.m.-5 a.m.: I-515 southbound
near Desert Inn Rd reduced to three lanes
Through late June, 24/7: I-515 southbound - I-15 to Eastern Ave, is currently
reduced to 2 lanes. At night, areas of I-515
southbound within this trafﬁc restriction may
be periodically reduced to one lane based on
work being performed.
Until further notice: Desert Inn Rd,
Eastern Ave and Maryland Pkwy under I-515
remain reduced to 2 lanes in each direction.
Starting the morning of July 6 and
continuing for 4 weeks: I-515 northbound,
between Eastern Ave and I-15, reduced to
two lanes.
Late July, details TBA: Several I-515
northbound on and off-ramps in the downtown area will have short-term (less than two
days) full closures
Trafﬁc control operations are subject to
change to due weather and other factors. For
additional information, please visit i515project.com and follow @I515FixLV on Twitter,
Facebook, and Instagram. for more project
information. You can also call the project hotline at (702) 426-7505 or text 515PROJECT
to (775) 242-9168 to sign up for text alerts.
Motorists should use caution while traveling through work zones, and take alternate
detour routes, if possible. NDOT works with
Waze to inform the public about planned
highway restrictions. For the latest state
highway conditions, visit nvroads.com or
call 511 before driving.
*****

DON’T
RISK IT!



Getting caught using illegal
fireworks could result in big fines.

The use of illegal fireworks in local neighborhoods over the July 4th holiday poses
serious public safety risks. Illegal fireworks cause fires, injuries and air pollution, and
are a source of thousands of noise and nuisance complaints from seniors, pet owners
and people suffering from post-traumatic stress. Offenders caught using illegal
fireworks in Clark County face a minimum $500 fine. Fines of up to $10,000 can be
imposed for large amounts of illegal fireworks found within our community.
Thirteenth annual Spirit of Nevada
scholarship contest announces
winning students statewide
Students and schools were awarded prizes
for art, music, short story, or video submissions that creatively showed “Nevada past
and present”
The Richard Harris Law Firm proudly announced the winners of the thirteenth annual
Spirit of Nevada scholarship contest. This
year’s competition focused on the theme,
“Nevada — A World Apart.” The contest
included a total of 98 submissions across
four categories, including writing, artwork,
music, and video, among elementary, middle
and high school submissions. This year, four
winners were chosen from high schools,
four winners from middle schools, and one
winning elementary school.
The 2022 Spirit of Nevada elementary
school scholarship contest winner is:
—Artwork: 3rd Grade Class at Goodsprings Elementary School
The winning 3rd grade class at Goodsprings Elementary School received a
complimentary pizza party and $300 worth
of classroom supplies. A $500 Amazon Gift
Card was also awarded to the sponsoring
teacher of the class.
The 2022 Spirit of Nevada middle school
scholarship contest winners are:
—Artwork: Jake Hong, Bob Miller Middle School

ONLY FIREWORKS
LABELED
“Safe & Sane”
Are Allowed & Only
June 28 – July 4

WHEN LOCAL NONPROFIT
GROUPS MAY SELL THEM
AS FUNDRAISERS.
Fireworks purchased outside
Clark County and Las Vegas
are likely to be illegal.

Please DON’T Call
9-1-1 to report illegal
fireworks complaints.
KEEP 9-1-1 FREE FOR
LIFE-THREATENING
EMERGENCIES.

Instead, report illegal fireworks online at:

www.ISpyFireworks.com





Information is used to collect data & plan
future law enforcement action. You may call
3-1-1, the police non-emergency number, to
report illegal fireworks but be patient on busy
nights like July 4th.

Learn more: www.YouLightItWeWriteIt.Vegas
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CITY BEAT

Area Harbors offering summer support to families, youth

ly and offers dual seats, so an adult can ride
side-by-side with a child. Both the Mineshaft
Coaster and Soaring Eagle ride are unique to
California, too. Both attractions are the ﬁrst
and only of its kind in California.
Another great option is the Alpine Slide
experience. Riders of all ages navigate their
own individually controlled sleds down a
quarter-mile long cement track with highbanked turns and long straight-aways. Each
sled is equipped with Teﬂon runners, ball
bearing wheels, control handle and brakes.
Rounding off the fun at Alpine Slide at
Magic Mountain is an 18-hole miniature
golf course, a fun oval go-kart track and
video arcade. Also, an ice cream bar is on
site with 12 ﬂavors to choose from to help
folks cool down.
Alpine Slide Big Bear is located at 800
Wildrose Lane (just off Big Bear Blvd.). The
family-fun recreation area is open daily. For

the most current hours of operation, pricing,
height requirements or general information
visit www.AlpineSlideBigBear.com or call
909-866-4626.
*****
Boulder City needs your input
on proposed dog park
One thing is certain about residents of
Boulder City: we love our pets! Reviews.
com, a consumer advocacy organization,
ranked Boulder City 39th out of the 567 cities
it studied for available dog-friendly activities
and 60th overall in 2019.
Letting dogs run and play is important for
the health of the pet and the owner. Animal
Control and Police regularly report injuries
to humans and even deadly attacks between
dogs off-leash. The City ordinance regarding
animals-at-large is currently too vague for
proper enforcement. Residents concerned
about the suggested leash law changes worry

that they won’t have a place where dogs can
run and play.
The goal of City Council and Staff is to
satisfy the need for pets to get exercise - safely - without disrupting ongoing activities and
understanding limitations due to the historic
drought. The City is in the process of implementing a turf removal program to cut down
on irrigation; planting new grass is not a sustainable option. Council has approved more
than $70,000 in funding from the American
Rescue Act Plan to be used towards the park,
but the big question is where should the park
be located. Now, we want input from the
community on a parcel that could be used.
The City is currently considering a .81
acre parcel of grass at Veteran’s Memorial
Park (see photo). While the area would need
to be fenced in, it already has grass and is
not being utilized by any groups at this time.
“It’s important the City seeks input from the
community as this park is their park,” said
Taylour Tedder, City Manager. “It’s important residents have the opportunity to share
their feelings related to the size, appropriate
location and amenities they want to see in
the park.”
The City has launched a survey and
webpage to view the proposed area at www.
bcnv.org/dogpark. The page also has a
ﬁve-minute survey to gauge interest in the
park, how often it would be used and what
amenities residents would like to have with
the location. The survey will be open until
August 14, with the results to be presented
to the Parks and Recreation Commission at
their next meeting. Council will receive the
results and recommendations in September.
*****
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Families and youth in need of counseling,
tutoring and other support services over the
summer are reminded that the Harbor juvenile assessment program is here to help.
The Harbor has ﬁve locations in the Las
Vegas Valley operating seven days a week
from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. to assist families
coping with problem behavior and other
concerns. Signs that children and teens may
need help include depression, anxiety, drug or
alcohol use, isolation, bullying, delinquency
or changes in behavior. Appointments can be
made by calling the program’s main number
at (702) 455-6912. Walk-ins are accepted.
Locations and more information about the
program are listed on its website at www.
theharborlv.com.
“The pandemic took a toll on our community and our families, and the transition back
to in-person learning at school was difﬁcult
for many kids,” said Jack Martin, Director
of Clark County Juvenile Justice Services,
which oversees the Harbor program in coordination with multiple community partners.
“We encourage youth and families to connect
with the Harbor if they are in need of services
to get a fresh start over the summer so they
can get off to a great school year this fall.”
The Harbor began in 2016 as a pilot program
to offer diversion services to prevent youth
from entering the juvenile justice system.
Counseling, mentoring, substance abuse
treatment and life skills classes are top areas
of referrals. Community partners that support
the Harbor’s operations include the Clark
County School District, Clark County Department of Family Services, the area cities
and police departments, Nevada Departments
of Health and Human Services and Child and
Family Services, Clark County Family Court,
Clark County District Attorney’s Office,
Eagle Quest, Three Square and several other
nonproﬁt organizations.
Due to its success in working with youth
and families, Clark County expanded the
Harbor and created the Truancy Prevention
Outreach Program (TPOP). TPOP evolved
from the Harbor’s work with families and
community partners to address underlying
causes of truancy and chronic absenteeism.
Student absences are often rooted in problems
the program helps address including health
issues and family struggles such as housing
instability, food insecurity and child-care
issues, all of which were compounded for
many families during the pandemic.
To date, the Harbor has served more than
23,000 youth and families. About 25 percent of Harbor clients are walk-ins from the
community, brought to the center by parents
or caregivers seeking guidance with their
children. Another 35 percent are families
referred to the Harbor by the School District
and government partners. Other referrals
come directly from police dropping kids off
at a Harbor location instead of the juvenile
detention center or intake staff at the detention center diverting kids to a Harbor if they
have been arrested for a ﬁrst-time or low-level offense. Anyone in the community who
believes a child or family could be served
by the Harbor, including coaches, ministers,
and relatives, is encouraged to contact the
program for referrals to local resources.
*****
Where families can beat the heat
Alpine Slide Big Bear is the spot for
families to escape summer’s hot temps
Summer is on its way, and so is the scorching heat! Southern Californians will soon
seek refuge from summer’s sizzle, especially
when the mercury rises into the high 90s and
triple digits. Big Bear Lake is a safe bet to
escape the heat. At 7,000 feet, it’s naturally
20 degrees cooler than most inland valleys
and on average 25 to 30 degrees cooler than
the desert communities and Las Vegas, Nev.
Alpine Slide Big Bear is a great choice for
families looking to beat the heat. Whether it’s
a daytrip, weekend getaway or a weeklong
vacation, this cool family-fun spot averages
77 degrees for daytime summer temps. Parents like Alpine Slide Big Bear because it
offers a wide range of activities for everyone
in the family to enjoy.
Alpine Slide Big Bear gives families an
enjoyable relief from the scorching heat indeed. It has a family-friendly double water
slide that gives kids a place to splash all
day, while their parents relax on the shaded,
wrap-around deck at the base of the water
slide. Parents only pay if they actually play.
The water slide is just one of six summer
activities at Alpine Slide Big Bear. The
Mineshaft Coaster and Soaring Eagle ride are
great options for those who seek family-style
adventure. Both attractions are fairly new,
and each provide a thrill factor! Mineshaft
Coaster stretches 5,300 feet in length (over
one mile) on a stainless-steel-tube track
that has all the bells and whistles of a roller
coaster such as steep descents, hairpin turns,
tunnels, bridges and 360-degree corkscrews.
Here’s the kicker…the rider actually controls
the speed of the coaster cart, which can reach
max speeds of 30 mph. The Soaring Eagle
ride offers an opportunity to experience the
sensation of ﬂying, while getting a bird’s
eye view of Big Bear Lake and surrounding
mountain vistas. This exhilarating amusement-style ride is 70-feet high, 500-feet long,
with a 100-foot vertical drop that blasts riders
back to the base at 26 mph. It’s family-friend-
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By Doug Dickerson
“Authenticity is your most precious commodity as a leader.” —
Marcus Buckingham
The painting was named the
Sunset at Montmajour and depicted
trees, bushes, and the sky that was
later confirmed to be inspired by
the landscape at Montmajour hill,
near Arles, France, near where the
artist Vincent van Gogh lived. The
painting had spent years in the attic
of a Norwegian private collector.
The Van Gogh Museum in Amsterdam had previously rejected
the painting’s authenticity in the
1990s partly because it was not
signed. Was it truly an original by
the renowned painter?
Thanks to new research at the
time (2013), and an extensive twoyear investigation, it was concluded
that the artwork was indeed by the
artist Vincent van Gogh. It was
called a “once-in-a-lifetime experience” at the unveiling ceremony.
The painting was authenticated
by letters, style, and the physical
materials used. The investigation
into the authenticity of the painting
took two years.
The authentication process is
one that was done with a great deal

DoUg DICkErsoN
of research and care. There could
be no doubts or reservations before
making such a bold declaration.
This leads me to the question
of how we go about authenticating
leaders.
Many people desire to be leaders. Many people claim to be leaders. Some are the real deal and, of
course, there are pretenders. But
how can you be certain? How do
you authenticate or validate one’s
leadership?
Over time many things will
ultimately reveal whether a person
is truly a leader — whether that

person is just starting or has been
around for a long time. So what are
those distinguishing characteristics? Here are a few ways to know.
Authentic leaders
seek to serve
This is one of the most distinguishing differences that exist in
leadership — those who chase after
power and position, and those who
seek out ways to serve others. A
true leader understands that ultimately, it’s not about you.
Jim George put it this way,
“Serving others prepares you to
lead others.” And this is why it
takes so long for so many to authenticate their leadership — they
have it all backward. When you
prioritize serving others, you are
laying the stepping stones to your
success as a leader.
Authentic leaders
walk with humility
Since authentic leaders know
that it’s not about them, they check
their ego at the door. Authentic
leaders know that the more they
are entrusted to lead and influence
those around them the more responsibility they assume.
Thomas Merton was correct
when he said, “Pride makes us ar-

BEHIND THE MIKE

Shame on the Demagogues

By Michael A. Aun
On cue, like roaches crawling out of the woodwork in the
darkness of night, the right- and
left-wing demagogues emerged on
television literally as innocent children and teachers were dying on the
floors of a fourth-grade classroom
in Uvalde, Texas.
Shame on us all! Shame on the
networks and cable outlets for leading with sensationalism and melodrama… instead of information.
Shame on the biased anchors
that used this tragedy to further
their own political agendas, be they
right or left leaning.
Shame on America for tolerating
this! We tune in to learn about the
news. Instead, we get the agenda
from the source and whatever they
espouse, facts notwithstanding.
Anger and rage surface while
the tragedy itself is moved to the
back burner. To expect the idiots
in Washington to address this issue
is even more exasperating and
infuriating.
Look at the facts. There are
nearly as many guns as there are
people in the United States today. If
gunmakers never produced another
weapon, it would not remove the
millions already on the streets. We
are already too late.
Doing nothing seems to be the
way Congress likes to deal with
every other issue. Why should this
be any different? Demagogues like
Beto O’Rourke be damned for their
firebrand of agitation, playing to the
crowd with a manipulative slant in
one direction or the other.
These Machiavellian exploiters
are little more than spin doctors
and propagandists. Real solutions
require real compromise and that
will never happen until reasonable
people meet in the middle to accommodate the masses.
What should anger the left
more are the senseless number of
unnamed, faceless people who die
every day on the lawless streets of
every big city in America.
What should anger the right
more is not the constitutional rights
they proudly defend but the inno-

MICHAEL A. AUN
cent people who are slaughtered
because we choose not to protect
our most precious asset- America’s
future, its children.
There can be only one reasonable solution to this mess. Since
guns are legal, we need to step up
and provide the proper defense
for our children, particularly in
our schools, the most sacred of
chambers.
Parents need to step up and
demand more from their elected
representatives so that, no matter
the costs, more needs to be done
to protect those whose lives are
at stake.
There are no perfect solutions to
this imperfect dilemma in which we
find ourselves today. Even if guns

were illegal today, the millions
already out there are enough to
annihilate every man woman and
child in America.
We can start with better protection of America’s primary wealth,
its children. That means schools
with more resource officers on the
scene. It means plugging the holes
in the system that allow for those to
penetrate our schools at will.
It may also mean that we need
to arm the defenders, the teachers
and the folks who are there to protect the future of our children. Will
such extreme measures save all the
children? Of course not. We need to
start somewhere.
We could start by taking our
own border security more seriously.
We could treat the sanctity of the
classroom with the same vigilance
that the legislators view their own
safety.
We can and should do more to
identify people who are troubled
and get them the help they need before another child dies needlessly.
My best guess… the Congress
will do what it has always done…
run and hide from the issue. Shame
on us all for having no backbone.
*****
Michael Aun is a syndicated columnist and writes a weekly column
for this newspaper. To contact Michael Aun go to www.aunline.com.

tificial and humility makes us real.”
Let that thought sink in for a moment. Grandstanding and self-promotion come across more times
than not as being artificial and fake,
but those who walk with humility
demonstrate true characteristics of
leadership that are appealing and
worth emulating.
Authentic leaders
are trustworthy
The great thing about authentic
and trustworthy leaders is that
you don’t have to question their
motives. You don’t have to second-guess the validity of the relationship. Their word is their bond.
Authenticity in this area of your
leadership is critical to your success as a leader whether you are
just starting or have been around
a while.
You have to build trust and be
trustworthy because with it anything is possible, and without it
nothing is.
Authentic leaders
growing leaders
Authentic leaders are growing
leaders. They are constantly learning, failing, re-evaluating, and
re-entering. They are not afraid to
make mistakes and fail and appear

at times to not have it all together.
They are comfortable in their skin
because they know that this life
and leadership journey is real and
at times can get messy.
This tribe of leaders embrace the
mess and had rather risk looking
foolish than be a phony who never
ventures and never learns and never
grows. They’d rather be authenticwarts and all.
What sets this authentic leader
apart from the rest is their insatiable
desire to grow and be the best they
can be and leave their mark on the
world.
Final Thoughts
Authenticating your leadership
is an important aspect of your leadership. And these characteristics
listed here are a good place to start
but certainly aren’t an exhaustive
list. But you can begin by taking an
honest assessment of where you are
now with this list. Dare to challenge
your beliefs and assumptions and
dare to be authentic.
*****
Doug Dickerson is a syndicated
columnist. He writes a weekly column for this newspaper. To contact
Doug Dickerson go to www.dougdickerson.net.

Bob Beckett
Attorney At Law

Elected 5 terms as Nye County District Attorney
Practice areas
Criminal defense, Personal injury, Bankruptcy
and debt, Car accident, DUI and DWI
Licensed for 29 years
AVVO CONTRIBUTIONS
Beckett knows Nevada criminal law
— especially how to get the most out of
the probation/monitoring system.
Beckett provides very effective and
personable service — His fees are also fair

During these Covid-19 days, the Urantia Book Study
Group has taken to Zoom, as many other meetings
have. As always, this high-level discussion group
is for all faiths, all ages,and all those seeking
answers to their unanswered questions.
Call 775-505-5058 for details
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Social Security awareneSS

The Spousal-Benefits Puzzle
Social Security can be as complicated as marriage

By Jane Bryant Quinn
AARP
What do I get the most mail
about? Winner by a mile is the question of when to file for spousal (or
divorced spousal) benefits. Lots of
you misunderstand the rules, with
the result that you’re leaving money
on the table.
So here is your guide to spousal benefits. I’m writing from the
point of view of a wife filing on her
husband’s earnings record, but the
same rules apply to either spouse.
First, what is a
spousal benefit?
It’s a payment originally designed for women who left the
workforce to raise children. You
need 10 years of work (40 quarters)
to claim a retirement benefit of your
own. If you worked less (or not at
all), or your earnings were very low,
you can get a spousal benefit based
on the earnings of your husband.
How much is the
spousal benefit?
It depends on your age when
you claim it. If you wait until your
full retirement age (somewhere
between 66 and 67), you’ll get half
of what your husband could get at

his own full retirement age. If you
claim earlier, you’ll receive less.
What if you worked 10-plus
years and earned a
Social Security retirement
benefit of your own?
Here’s where claiming gets
tricky. If your husband has not
retired, you can file for a benefit

based on your personal earnings.
When he finally quits work and
goes on Social Security, the spousal
amount you can receive depends
on your personal benefit’s size. If
it’s higher than what you’d get as a
spouse, you’ll continue to receive
that same, higher amount, says Philip Moeller, coauthor of Get What’s

Yours: The Secrets to Maxing Out
Your Social Security. If your personal benefit is smaller, it will be
topped up to the spousal level.
If you file when your husband
has already retired, Social Security
will normally assume that you’re
claiming your personal and your
potential spousal benefit at the same

time. You will receive the higher
of the two.
There’s an exception for people
who were born on or before Jan. 1,
1954. If you put off your claim until
full retirement age, you can file a
“restricted application” for a benefit
based on your spouse’s earnings,
without also claiming the personal
benefit you’re owed. At age 70, you
can switch to your personal benefit,
which will have grown at 8 percent
per year plus the inflation rate.
What if you’re divorced?
You get the same benefits as a
current spouse, if your marriage
lasted at least 10 years and you are
now single. Also, you can claim the
spousal benefit even if your ex has
not retired, provided that he is eligible for benefits and you have been
divorced for at least two years. If
you’ve been working, however, you
will probably find that sticking with
your own benefit is the better deal.
Special rules cover the disabled
or retirees with children who are
under 18. But for most of you, this
road map works.
Jane Bryant Quinn is a personal
finance expert and the author of
How to Make Your Money Last. She
writes regularly for the Bulletin.

have a steady paycheck. Of course,
you might very well end up paying
taxes on your benefits regardless of
your work status, but it’s something
to consider nonetheless.
Reasons you shouldn’t
wait until 70 to claim
Social Security
While there are certain scenarios
where it pays to wait until 70 to take
benefits, in some cases, delaying
that long is a bad idea. One such
circumstance is if your health is
poor and you have reason to believe
you’ll pass away sooner than the
typical senior.

See, one lesser-known fact about
Social Security is that it’s designed
to pay you roughly the same lifetime benefit regardless of when you
first file. The logic is that delaying
benefits will boost each individual
payment, but you’ll also collect
fewer payments in your lifetime.
But this formula assumes that you
live an average life expectancy. If
you pass away at a relatively young
age, you could end up losing out
on Social Security income in your
lifetime.
Imagine you’re entitled to a full
monthly benefit of $1,500 at a full

retirement age of 67. Waiting until
70 to take benefits will boost each
payment to $1,860, but you’ll collect 36 fewer payments off the bat.
If you live until 82 1/2, you’ll wind
up with $279,000 in Social Security
income regardless of whether you
file at 67 versus 70. But if you pass
away even a year sooner, you’ll end
up losing money by virtue of having
waited. Therefore, if your health is
iffy, it makes sense to jump on those
benefits sooner.
Another reason not to wait until 70 is if you’re forced to retire
sooner than planned and need the

money to pay your bills. In that
case, you’re better off collecting
benefits than racking up painful
credit card debt. Incidentally, this
type of scenario isn’t so unusual,
as a good 60 percent of Americans
wind up having to leave the workforce earlier than anticipated.
Claiming Social Security at 70
can be a wise move, but it’s one that
can backfire as well.
Your best bet?
Weigh the pros and cons of filing
at different ages. With any luck,
you’ll land on the decision that
works out best for you.

rity number. This will help protect
your identity. For more information
about the new Medicare card, visit
go.medicare.gov/newcard.
If you don’t have a my Social
Security account already, you can
open one at www.socialsecurity.
gov/myaccount. This is the easiest
way for you to keep your infor-

mation up to date. Within minutes
you’ll have access to your personal
information as well as control over
important documents like your
Benefit Statement (SSA-1099),
which can be replaced if you lose it.
While you’re there, you can
also check to see if your earnings
record is correct. Social Security
keeps a record of how much you’ve
made so that you get the benefits
you deserve. We can only pay you
your correct benefit if your records
are correct.
Putting you in control of your
future is a key part of securing
today and tomorrow, and having
your correct mailing address helps
us get important documents and
payments to you. With my Social
Security, we help you receive the
information you need, when you
need it. Open or access your safe
and secure account today at www.
socialsecurity.gov/myaccount.

Should You Claim Social Security at 70?

By Maurie Backman
The Motley Fool
If you’re not familiar with Social
Security, you might assume that
there’s a single point in time at
which you become eligible for benefits. After all, that’s how Medicare
works — you’re covered once you
turn 65, but not before.
Social Security works differently, however. While the benefits you
collect are based on how much you
earned during your working years,
the age at which you file for those
benefits can cause them to go up,
go down, or stay the same. And you
actually get an eight-year window
to claim benefits that kicks off at
age 62 and closes at age 70. (Technically, you’re not required to file
at 70, but there’s no reason not to,
which we’ll get into in just a bit.)
Now here’s what you need to
know about that eight-year window: Smack in the middle of it is
your full retirement age (FRA),
which is the age at which you’re
entitled to your full monthly benefit
without a reduction. For workers
born in 1960 or later, that age is
67. If you were born prior to 1967,
your FRA is 66, or 66 and a certain
number of months.
For each month you file for
benefits prior to FRA, your benefits
are reduced by a certain amount,
but on the flip side, holding off
on benefits past FRA will boost
them by 8 percent each year. This
incentive, however, runs out at age
70, which is why there’s no sense
in waiting past that point to file for
Social Security. This is why 70 is
considered the latest age to sign up
for Social Security. The question is:
Is it also the best age to file?
Reasons to claim
Social Security at 70
The primary motivator behind
filing for Social Security at 70 is
to increase your payments for life.
And there are several reasons you
might want that boost. For one
thing, it’s just nice to have extra
money, but more so than that,
many seniors enter retirement
with little to no savings. If you’re
one of them, and you’re therefore
counting on Social Security to pay
your bills, then you’ll want to get
as much money as possible out of
those benefits.
Another reason to wait on Social
Security is if you’re still working
in your late 60s and don’t need the
money. Now you may have heard
that if you remain employed and file
for benefits, a portion will be withheld, but that only applies if you’re
working and claiming Social Security prior to FRA. Once you reach
FRA, you can work and collect
benefits simultaneously without
having to worry about a reduction.
You might, however, pay taxes
on your benefits in that scenario.
That’s because Social Security is
taxed at the federal level when your
earnings exceed a certain threshold,
which is likely to happen if you

Receive Social Security benefits? Keep your
address up-to-date with My Social Security
By Barbara Duckett
Social Security Public Affairs
Specialist in Las Vegas
Keeping your address up to
date with a my Social Security account helps us mail your important
documents to the correct place. If
you receive benefits, you can use
my Social Security to update your
address. If you’ve moved recently,
updating your information sooner
rather than later will help us deliver important documents to you,
including:
—Your Social Security Benefit
Statement (SSA-1099);
—Important notices; and
—Your Medicare card when
you first enroll or if you need a
replacement.
Even if you get your benefits by
direct deposit, Social Security must
have your correct address so we can
send letters and other important

information to you.
Another important reason to
make sure your address is up to
date is because new Medicare cards
are coming. Medicare is mailing
new cards starting April 2018.
Your new card will have a new
Medicare Number that’s unique to
you, instead of your Social Secu-
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What You
Need To
Know
By Dr Nina Radcliff

Understanding
Postpartum
Anxiety
By Dr. Nina Radcliff, MD
Despite being nearly as common
and just as debilitating as postpartum depression (PPD), postpartum
anxiety (PPA) often goes unrecognized and undiagnosed. If you, or
someone you know is feeling “off”
around the time of the arrival of a
new child, it could be postpartum
anxiety disorder. And while adoptive women don’t have the same
physical experience that a birth
mother does, there are still similar
emotional and mental stresses that
come with welcoming a new child
into the home — and PPD and PPA
can affect an adoptive mother.
Even today, as PPD has gained
greater awareness as more women
share their struggles, PPA often
goes undiagnosed. Often referred
to as “the hidden” disorder, it
isn’t recognized, despite affecting
approximately 10 percent of new
moms. PPA, or “the other baby
blues” is a cousin of PPD but with
some distinct symptoms.
PPD causes moms at the time
of welcoming their new child to
experience extreme sadness and,
often, disinterest in their new babies. Whereas PPA manifests itself
mainly in the form of experiencing

intense and persistent anxiety.
PPA goes beyond normal and
expected anxious thoughts about
the new baby, generally beginning
sometime prior to birth and the
baby’s first birthday. And, estimates
are that nearly 50 percent of women
who are diagnosed with PPD also
have PPA.
Some experts explain PPD as a
loss of heart and PPA as a loss of
balance or calm, that manifests as:
—Worry that is constant and
excessive which can also be seen
with postpartum depression
—Feeling on edge, pending
doom, or catastrophizing. An example of this is concerns their baby
will die in their sleep and in turn,
constantly watching their chest
rise and fall. Or, that harm will fall
on the child because “mom” is not
breast feeding them, causing guilt.
—Racing thoughts, or the mind
jumps from one thing to another.
This can interfere with the enjoyment of precious moments, caring
for the baby, or yourself.
—An inability to remember
things
—Restlessness, constantly moving or fidgeting (unable to be still)
—Irritability with minor things

—Disturbed sleep, which admittedly is challenging after the arrival
of a newborn
—Lack of appetite
—Physical symptoms like dizziness, hot flashes, nausea, muscle
tension in the neck, shoulder, and
back
Also, the arrival of a newborn
can infringe on sleep, affect relationship dynamics, cause exhaustion, and create an added responsibility of a precious life that is
dependent on mom. These stressors
can also factor into the equation,
even provoke PPA — along with
cultural, societal, and familial expectations that this is the happiest
time of life.
Some women experience panic
attacks with a sudden onset of
intense fear and doom — often
accompanied by physical symptoms of shortness of breath, racing
heart, chest pain, sweating, upset
stomach, and dizziness.
Emotional symptoms include
panic or feeling a loss of control.
Symptoms can become debilitating, affecting mom’s ability to eat,
sleep, and function in any meaning-

ful way — including, connecting
with their newborn.
What Causes PPA?
Anxious thoughts, fear, and
worry are normal human emotions
that are built-in to help people
survive. For example, if you see
a car racing towards you, you
experience fear which works in
unison with your body to get out
of the way. Similarly, the arrival of
a new baby can provoke anxious
feelings that improves a mom’s
alertness and vigilance, which are
essential to protect the health and
safety of the newborn. However,
these anxious thoughts and worry
become problematic when they
overshoot reality.
And while not completely understood, both PPA and PPD are
likely the result of a “complex interplay” of genetics, hormones, and
stress. Pregnancy is associated with
significant hormonal changes necessary for the growth, development,
and delivery of the unborn baby.
In fact, estrogen and progesterone
levels can increase by a hundred
times during pregnancy! And, then
suddenly drop to near zero levels

within 24-hours after delivery. This
hormone roller-coaster can contribute to PPA and PPD — and it can
affect any birth or adoptive mom.
While PPA can resolve on its
own, the key to getting better begins
with awareness. And responsibility
belongs not just to the mother, but
also her partner or spouse, loved
ones and healthcare providers.
Because not much is known about
PPA, too many mothers go untreated with symptoms unrecognized.
If you (or someone you know) is
feeling overwhelmed with any of
the PPA or PPD symptoms, get
help, talk to your family, your obgyn or pediatrician.
This article is for general information only and should not be
used for the diagnosis or treatment
of medical conditions and cannot
substitute for the advice from your
medical professional. Dr. Nina has
used all reasonable care in compiling the current information but
it may not apply to you and your
symptoms. Always consult a doctor
or other health care professional
for diagnosis and treatment of
medical conditions.
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*

AVERAGE SAVINGS
WHEN YOU SWITCH
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