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“I may disapprove of what you say, but I will defend to the death your right to say it” — Voltaire

The last straw for Jesse Law
The Clark County GOP chairman’s straw poll shenanigans prove he is no longer fit to lead
By George Harris
Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
One of the highlights of this
year’s Clark County Republican
Party Convention was the straw
poll — at least it was supposed to
be. A decision by Clark County
GOP chairman Jesse Law silenced
the members of the organization
he oversees in order to protect his
preferred candidates, souring the
event for many.
The Convention, which was held
Saturday, March 19, at the Ahern
Hotel, featured an opportunity for
Republican candidates for governor, U.S. Senate, Congress and
many other positions to address the
crowd. At the end of the speeches,
attendees were invited to vote in a

straw poll — an informal ballot to
determine who would win an election decided by those in attendance.
The problem came when the
straw poll ballot omitted the two
most important races in this year’s
election — governor and U.S.
Senate.
Oddly, the straw poll allowed
voters to select candidates for lesser
positions such as secretary of state,
treasurer, state attorney general and
even a state senate seat.
The Senate and gubernatorial
races weren’t left off the poll by
mistake. It was a decision by Law
to protect his favored candidates

from embarrassment.
Law openly supports Adam
Laxalt in the race for U.S. Senate
and Joe Lombardo for governor.
But the grassroots conservative
activists who filled the convention
hall would’ve likely swayed the
results of the straw poll in favor of
Sam Brown for Senate and Joey
Gilbert for governor.
In fact, it’s possible that Lombardo, who was openly booed by
several audience members during
his speech, would’ve finished as
low as third or fourth had a gubernatorial straw poll been conducted.
(See Jesse Law Must Go, Page 4)

So you wanted to know where the
My Point Route 91 Harvest Festival money is?
of View
By Rolando Larraz

By Chuck Muth
I take a back seat to no one in my
desire to boot Gov. Steve Sisolak
out of office. His administration
has been an unmitigated DISASTER for Nevadans over the last
three years.
However, it does our side no
good to trade in conspiracy theories
when there’s so many real and documentable issues to share with the
voting public — and that includes
the ongoing conspiracy theories
surrounding the distribution of
the $32 million GoFundMe donations from the October 1 shooting
tragedy.
So as is my wont, I looked into
it for you and here’s what I found…
“Attached is a list of distributions for the Las Vegas Victims’
Fund, a 501(c)(3) and Nevada
non-profit corporation. The data
includes tier descriptions, payment
amount per claim, and total claim
counts. In total, the Fund distributed $32,023,009. For privacy and
HIPAA compliance, names and all
other identifying information were

redacted from this list. Applications
for LVVF were evaluated by a third
party.”
Yes, there’s still 59-cents left
unaccounted for, but that’s a FAR
cry from claims that $32 million is
“missing.”
Lastly, for the conspiracy theorists who say the Las Vegas Victims Fund is not listed on the IRS

website as a 501(c)(3) non-profit,
that’s because it ceased accepting
donations, the funds were dispersed
and the organization officially was
“dissolved” on September 30, 2019.
So let’s get back to beating up
on Sisolak for his lousy judgment,
his lousy management, his lousy
appointments, his lousy staff hiring,
our lousy schools, his lousy soft-on-

crime policies, his lousy socialist
agenda, our high unemployment
rate, the sky-high cost for a gallon
of gas, and his lousy dictatorial,
one-man-rule handling of COVID.
*****
Chuck Muth is president of
Citizen Outreach, publisher of
Nevada News & Views and blogs
at MuthsTruths.com

By Benjamin Yount
The Center Square
The Democratic Governors Association on Wednesday pledged
$75 million for ad buys on behalf
of reelection efforts for seven Democrat incumbent governors.
Tony Evers’ reelection campaign

gained $21 million in Wisconsin.
The group is also promising to
spend $2.5 million to reelect New
Mexico Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham; $4.5 million to reelect Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz; $5 million to
reelect Colorado Gov. Jared Polis;
$5 million to reelect Maine Gov.

Janet Mills; $10 million to reelect
Nevada Gov. Steve Sisolak; and
$23 million to reelect Michigan
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer.
“The DGA is all-in to protect our
incumbents. As the fight to defend
our democracy and fundamental
rights shifts to the states, ensuring

Democratic governors are in office
is more vital than ever,” DGA Executive Director Noam Lee said.
The DGA is a private fundraising group dedicated to providing
money just for Democratic governors across the country. It is
(See $10M to Sisolak, Page 5)

By Brad Dress
The Hill
A drought has exposed at least
two bodies inside Nevada’s Lake
Mead as water levels continue to recede in America’s largest reservoir.
The National Park Service said
in a Saturday release that a witness reported skeletal remains at
Callville Bay on the northwestern
shore of Lake Mead, located in
Clark County.
“Park rangers responded to the
call and are on scene to set a perimeter and recover the remains,”
the park service said. “The Clark
County Medical Examiner has been
contacted to determine the cause

This photo taken Monday, April 25, 2022, by the Southern Nevada Water
Authority shows the top of Lake Mead drinking water Intake No. 1 above
the surface level of the Colorado River reservoir behind Hoover Dam.
The intake is the uppermost of three in the deep, drought-stricken lake
that provides Las Vegas with 90 percent of its drinking water supply.

of death.”
The report comes just days after
Las Vegas police said they discovered a barrel containing the remains
of a person they believe was killed
in the late ‘70s to early ‘80s based
on the clothing. A more detailed
coroner’s report is forthcoming.
Lake Mead was created by the
construction of the Hoover Dam
in the 1930s. The reservoir is connected to the stem of the Colorado
River.
A 20-year drought has dried up
the lake, with water levels falling
more than 150 feet since 2000,
according to the Southern Nevada
Water Authority.

By Wayne Allyn Root
I’ve been a Republican for a
long, long time. I’m only 60 years
old, but I’ve been a true-blue Republican for 57 years. It started in
1964 when I was three years old,
in my father’s arms, in Mt. Vernon,
New York, handing out campaign
flyers for Barry Goldwater.
So, I know a thing or two about
the GOP.
Some argument could be made
that my hero Ronald Reagan is the
greatest GOP salesman of all time.

Reagan made America prosperous
again. He single-handedly turned
a generation of young Americans
into proud Republicans. Everyone
loved Reagan.
A strong argument can be made
for President Donald J. Trump
as the greatest GOP salesman of
all time. Trump is a born salesman, showman and entertainer.
All Trump did was pull off the
greatest upset in presidential history
by beating Hillary Clinton- even
(See Wayne Allyn Root, Page 2)

Democratic governor’s group pledges
$75 million to reelect seven governors

More human remains discovered at Lake Mead

Meet the greatest GOP salesman in history
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Quote of the Week:

“The influence of a
mother in the lives
of her children is
beyond calculation.”
—James E. Faust

Please Note:

Although the Las Vegas Tribune is open to all and sundry
opinions about what we publish,
we wish to inform all those who
choose to submit their opinions
in writing to refrain from threatening anyone about whom an
article is written or the writer of
the article. In other words, any
opinions containing threats will
not be published. We thank you
for adhering to this policy.

Mission Statement

We search for the truth, embrace the truth, and print the
truth. If we inadvertently print
something that is not true, we
will let our readers know. We are
open to documented information
to shed light on any issue of
concern to our readers. We are
of service to our community, and
it is our intention to serve our
community the best way we can.

By Merrilee Gasser
The Center Square
The Bureau of Reclamation will
reduce the amount of water released
from Lake Powell in response to a
drought situation threatening the
water supply of millions of residents in several western states and
hydropower generation.
The federal agency said last
Tuesday Lake Powell’s water surface elevation is currently at 3,522
feet, the lowest since it was first
filled 60 years ago. The critical elevation is 3,490 feet and would be
the lowest point where Glen Canyon Dam can generate hydropower,
according to the bureau.
Tanya Trujillo, assistant secretary of water and science for the
U.S. Department of the Interior,
said the agency identified “a number of concerns for public health
and safety” that would happen
this year if Lake Powell’s water
level went below its threshold of
3,490 feet including water supply
interruptions to water users who

A boat cruises along Lake Powell near Page, Ariz., on July 31, 2021.
Federal water officials have announced that they will keep hundreds of
billions of gallons of Colorado River water inside Lake Powell instead
of letting it flow downstream to southwestern states and Mexico. U.S.
Assistant Secretary of Water and Science Tanya Trujillo said Tuesday,
May 3, 2022, that the move would allow the Glen Canyon Dam to
continue producing hydropower while officials strategize how to operate
the dam with a lower water elevation.
rely on Lake Powell for drinking ers and others and has concluded
water supplies and hydropower that prudent operation of Glen
interruptions.
Canyon Dam for 2022 requires a
“The Department has reviewed downward adjustment to the water
these concerns, along with input release volume originally planned
from the Basin States, Tribal lead- for this water year to delay or

avoid Lake Powell declining further to critical elevations,” Trujillo
wrote in a letter to the director of
Arizona’s Department of Water
Resources.
It’s unclear how much residents
will be affected by the current plan
to reduce the amount of water released from the lake this year.
The bureau said it would decrease Glen Canyon Dam’s annual
release volume from 7.48 million
acre-feet to 7 million. As a result,
about 480 thousand acre-feet will
remain in the lake. This will bring
up Lake Powell to nearly one
million acre-feet over the next 12
months and increase elevation by
16 feet, according to the bureau.
The agency also plans to release
about 500,000 acre-feet of water
into Lake Powell from the Flaming
Gorge Reservoir.
“Today’s decision reflects the
truly unprecedented challenges facing the Colorado River Basin and
will provide operational certainty
(See Lake Powell, Page 4)

deaths up 40 percent or higher
since the vaccine mandate. Worse
still, the Millennial death rate is up
a staggering 84 percent since the
vaccines.
And if Biden hasn’t killed your
job with the awful economy…or
your income with awful inflation…
or literally killed or crippled you
with his vaccine mandates…now
he’s got us on the verge of World
War 3 with Russia threatening
nuclear annihilation and China
threatening an invasion of Taiwan.
The result of this Biden disaster? The latest polls show three
remarkable, never-before-imagined
developments…
Latinos have moved from lifelong Democrats to a double-digit
GOP lead. Can you imagine?
Biden’s disaster has moved an
entire race of people to the GOP in
only 18 months.
Parents with children under age
18 are now supporting the GOP
by a 21-point landslide. Biden has
turned liberal mothers into GOP

“Mama Bears.”
Even young people are becoming Republicans. Biden’s ratings
are lower among young Americans
than any other age group. Stunning.
Yes, Trump is super-human.
The man is unstoppable. A bull in
a china shop. But still…
The greatest GOP salesman
in history award has to go to Joe
Biden.
Thanks Joe, you’re the best!
You’ve turned the whole country
Republican red. No one has ever
done it better than you.
Wayne Allyn Root is known as
“the Conservative Warrior.” “The
Great Patriot Protest & Boycott
Book” is Wayne’s new #1 bestseller.
Wayne is a CEO, entrepreneur and
host of the nationally-syndicated
“Wayne Allyn Root: Raw & Unfiltered” aired daily in Las Vegas on
KMZQ, 670 AM from 3 p.m. to 7
p.m. and the “WAR RAW” podcast.
Read Wayne’s commentaries and
see his videos at ROOTforAmerica.
com

Wayne Allyn Root
(Continued from Page 1)
though she rigged the election by
spying on Trump and his campaign
staff.
Trump topped that off in 2020
by getting the most votes of any Republican in history; the most votes
of any sitting president in history;
and the most new votes ever. No
president has ever come close to
adding 11 million new votes.
Today, despite seven long years
of media and social media hatred,
slander, brainwashing and propaganda against him; just days
ago, polls found Trump winning
the 2024 presidential race by a 50
percent-36 percent landslide over
Biden.
Speaking of Trump’s popularity,
so far in the GOP primaries of 2022,
Trump’s endorsed candidates are
55-0. This isn’t the GOP anymore,
it’s the DJT — the Donald J. Trump
Party.
Now that’s a great salesman.
Legendary. Epic. The G.O.A.T.
But still, I’d argue Trump isn’t
the greatest GOP salesman in history. That honor belongs to…
Joe Biden.
Never has anyone in history
done a better job of turning the
whole country into Republicans.
That could be because in less than
18 months as president, Biden has
turned the greatest country in world
history into a combination of basket
case and dumpster fire.
The economy is imploding —
with negative GDP; over 20 percent
real inflation; personal incomes
down by 20 percent; manufacturing already in recession; worker
productivity the lowest since 1947;
and the stock market crashing.
We are suffering from massive
hyper-inflation starting to feel a
lot like Zimbabwe and the Weimar
Republic. The middle class is being destroyed by gas and grocery
prices. And it’s only getting started.
Big cities in the USA under
Biden have become “no go zones.”
Because of Biden’s horrible economy, soft on crime policies, and

radical Democrat DA’s funded by
George Soros, our cities are filled
with homeless bums, tent cities,
drug needles, poop, pee, unimaginable violent crime rates and
unprecedented retail theft.
Because of Biden’s insane immigration policies, our border with
Mexico is already wide open and
about to get much worse- on May
23rd the entire world is coming to
America. These are the world’s
poorest and sickest people- spreading disease and requiring cradle to
grave welfare. And then there’s the
crime wave they will bring- other
countries are emptying their prisons
to send their worst criminals, gangbangers and perverts to the USA.
I haven’t even mentioned the
1,000-pound elephant in the room
— Biden’s vaccine mandates. Millions of workers had to be force
vaccinated, or lose their jobs. The
result is skyrocketing death and
disability rates across the USA.
Life insurance companies are in a
panic — they report non-COVID
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U.S. takes unprecedented steps to
replenish Colorado River’s Lake Powell

By Daniel Trotta
REUTERS — U.S. officials on Tuesday
announced unprecedented measures to boost
water levels at Lake Powell, an artificial reservoir on the Colorado River that is so low as
to endanger the production of hydroelectric
power for seven Western states.
Amid a sustained drought exacerbated by
climate change, the Bureau of Reclamation
will release an additional 500,000 acre-feet
of water this year from the Flaming Gorge
Reservoir upstream on the Wyoming-Utah
border that will flow into Lake Powell.
Another 480,000 acre-feet that otherwise
would have been released downstream will be
retained in the artificial lake on the Utah-Arizona border, officials said.
“We have never taken this step before
in the Colorado River Basin, but the conditions we see today and the potential risk
we see on the horizon demand that we take

prompt action,” Tanya Trujillo, the Interior
Department’s assistant secretary for water
and science, told reporters.
One acre-foot, about 326,000 gallons, is
enough water to supply one or two households for a year.
The additional 980,000 acre-feet in Lake
Powell, formed when the Colorado River

was dammed in northern Arizona in the
1960s, will help keep the Glen Canyon Dam’s
hydroelectric production online, raising the
reservoir’s record low surface by 16 feet, the
bureau said.
If Lake Powell, the second largest U.S.
reservoir, were to drop another 32 feet, the
1,320-megawatt plant would be unable to

generate electricity for millions of people
in Wyoming, Utah, Colorado, New Mexico,
Arizona, Nevada and Nebraska.
The western United States has experienced the driest period on record over the
past two decades. Some experts say the term
drought is inadequate because it suggests
conditions will return to normal.
“We are never going to see these reservoirs
filled again in our lifetime,” said Denielle
Perry, a professor at Northern Arizona University’s School of Earth and Sustainability.
The new measures will put more stress on
Lake Mead, the country’s largest reservoir,
which is downstream from Lake Powell and
also at a record low. Lake Mead, formed
by Hoover Dam in the 1930s and crucial to
the water supply of 25 million people, has
fallen so low that a barrel containing human
remains, believed to date to the 1980s, was
found in the receding shoreline on Sunday.

Southwest Gas settles boardroom battle with Icahn, replaces CEO

By Svea Herbst-Bayliss
NEW YORK (Reuters) —
Southwest Gas Holdings (SWX.N) reached a settlement on Friday
with Carl Icahn that will replace
the company’s chief executive and
hand as many as four board seats to
the billionaire investor.
The settlement ends a monthslong battle Icahn launched with the

Las Vegas, Nevada-based company
in October as it pushed ahead with
plans to buy Questar Pipelines for
roughly $2 billion.
Southwest Gas said it promoted
Karen Haller to CEO and president,
replacing John Hester immediately. Icahn said in a statement that
no settlement would have been
reached without Hester leaving the

(Continued from Page 1)
Simply put, Law preferred to
prevent members of the Clark
County Republican Party from having a voice rather than risk seeing
Laxalt and Lombardo lose.
For a county chairman who
makes a big deal about election
integrity, he wasn’t any better than
crooked Democrats when it came to
letting voters have their say at the
county convention.
The polls are a fun opportunity
for people to support their favorite
candidates and get a sense of how
different races are stacking up. But
they’re also very important for candidates who can capitalize on straw
poll victories for fundraising, and to
build name recognition and credibility in the Republican community.
Sadly, Law took that opportunity
away from the Republican candidates who would’ve won the straw
poll for governor and Senate.
Law’s shameful decision to
silence the will of Clark County Republican Party members came just
hours after Liberty Watch revealed
Law was involved in a scandal to
target Clark County Commission
candidate Drew Johnson, apparently at the behest of disgraced real
estate developer Jim Rhodes.
A number of copies of the Liberty Watch article were shared at
the event, leading Law to demand
the handouts be collected and
thrown away. At least six different
convention attendees complained
that Law was muzzling free speech
by preventing the dissemination of
an article that painted him, and a

person with whom he appears to
have a financial relationship, in an
unflattering light.
One convention attendee reported that Law “looked unhinged”
as he stormed towards Johnson’s
candidate table, where he yelled at
Johnson for having copies of the
article at his table.
Law’s recent actions to silence
Clark County Republicans in order
to save his preferred candidates
from potential embarrassment,
as well as his apparent decision
to work at the behest of a scandal-plagued developer to harm a
highly qualified GOP candidate,
raise serious concerns about Law’s
temperament and judgment.
It is increasingly evident that
Law is riddled with conflicts of
interest and personal vendettas. As
a result, he frequently abuses his
power as chairman to do what’s best
for him, rather than what is best for
the County Party.
Law should be applauded for
his previous efforts to move the
Party forward after a small rogue
faction split from the Clark County
Republican Party and unlawfully
represented itself as the county’s
official Republican Party. But he is
now doing the County Party more
harm than good.
The time has come for members
of the Clark County Republican
Party to question whether Law
should continue serving as chairman. The time has come for Jesse
Law to step down.
George Harris is the Publisher
of Liberty Watch Magazine.

Jesse Law Must Go

company.
“We are confident that she is
the right leader for Southwest Gas
moving forward,” board chairman
Michael Melarkey said in a statement about Haller.
Icahn will be allowed to appoint
at least three directors after next
week’s annual meeting. The com-

pany said a fourth director will join
the board if the board decides not
to spin off infrastructure services
company Centuri, a decision the
company announced in March.
Southwest Gas said it will make
a decision about whether to spin
off Centuri within 90 days of the
agreement.
Icahn, saying the Questar purchase would hurt shareholders, had
sought to take control of the board
by trying to replace 10 directors and
pushing for the ouster of the CEO.
He called Hester and his management team “a great liability” to the
company.
The board will have 11 directors,
including 10 independent directors
after the company’s annual meeting
on Thursday.
Icahn, 86, has spent a career

tangling with companies and traditionally asks for a few board seats
when he thinks businesses should
be run better. He often settles with
the company and then steps aside
as his selected directors become
involved in operations.
On Friday Icahn said in a statement that he has rarely felt the need
to oust a CEO but that when such
a move was necessary, it “almost
always greatly enhanced value for
ALL shareholders.” Icahn even
offered to buy the company for
$82.50 a share.
Last month Southwest said
it would consider selling itself,
among other alternatives, after an
unnamed potential buyer showed
interest in buying the company at
a price “well in excess” of Icahn’s
offer.

(Continued from Page 2)
for the next year,” said Trujillo in
a news release. “Everyone who
relies on the Colorado River must
continue to work together to reduce
uses and think of additional proactive measures we can take in the
months and years ahead to rebuild

our reservoirs.”
The drought response actions
are part of a Drought Contingency
Plan adopted in 2019. To reduce the
water released from Glen Canyon
Dam, the bureau will keep 350
thousand acre-feet of water that was
held back earlier this year and hold

back an additional 130 thousand
acre-feet before September.
Reclamation Acting Commissioner David Palumbo called the
plan a short-term response and said
it was important to continue planning for the long-term to stabilize
the reservoirs.

Lake Powell
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Musk says he’d reverse Trump’s Twitter ban
By Chris Mills Rodrigo
The Hill
Elon Musk said Tuesday that he will
reverse former President Trump’s ban from
Twitter if his acquisition of the platform is
completed.
“I think it was a morally bad decision to be
clear and foolish in the extreme,” said Musk,
the CEO of Tesla, while speaking at the Financial Times’s “Future of the Car” event.
“I do think it was not correct to ban Donald
Trump. I think that was a mistake,” he added.
“It alienated a large part of the country and
did not ultimately result in Donald Trump not
having a voice.”
Twitter permanently banned Trump
shortly after the Jan. 6, 2021, insurrection at
the Capitol, saying that the then-president’s

posts on the platform could encourage more
violence.

Musk and Twitter agreed to a deal for the
Tesla CEO to buy all outstanding shares of the
company in a deal worth roughly $44 billion
late last month.
Some civil society groups warned early on
that Musk’s purchase of the platform could
mean Trump’s return given the tech billionaire’s stated commitment to free speech
absolutism.
Trump said shortly after Musk’s deal to
buy Twitter was conﬁrmed that he would not
return to the platform even if invited back on.
The former president, who boasted over
80 million followers on Twitter, has said
that he will instead stay on the social media
platform launched by his media company,
Truth Social.
Trump has recently become more active

on that platform, sharing “truths” with his
2.66 million followers there.
Despite his promises to stay on Truth Social, however, the allure of the reach offered
by Twitter, where Trump frequently sparred
with critics and boosted misinformation
about the 2020 election and COVID-19,
could convince the former president to make
a return.
Musk’s deal to purchase Twitter may
take several months to complete, given that
shareholders still have to accept the proposal
to buy their shares at $54.20. The deal could
also be held up by a reported Federal Trade
Commission probe.
In the interim, the company’s current leadership has said they will continue to run it as
they were before the proposed acquisition.

Policymakers brace for new inﬂation numbers
By Sylvan Lane
The Hill
Policymakers and investors are
bracing for another jump in prices
with new inﬂation ﬁgures for April
set to be released Wednesday.
Economists expect the Labor
Department’s consumer price index
(CPI), a key gauge of inﬂation, to
show prices rising roughly 8 percent over the past 12 months and 0.2
percent in April alone, according to
consensus estimates.
While the annual rate of price
growth may drop slightly from
the 8.5 percent clocked in March,
prices are still likely to have risen
on a month-over-month basis as
inﬂation remains near four-decade
highs.
Gregory Daco, chief economist
at audit and consulting ﬁrm EY-Parthenon, said an April decline in
gasoline prices from March peaks
will likely bring the headline annual
inﬂation number down from last
month’s levels. Price growth in
April will also look less extreme
compared to April 2021 — when
the inﬂationary spurt began — than
compared to before the recovery

kicked into gear in March 2021.
Even so, Daco said price growth
for everything other than food and
energy, which economists call core
inﬂation, is expected to rise further
amid the mass return to leisure and
hospitality, housing, and medical
services.
“Services, housing, and health
care are three categories that will

By Tom Joyce
The Center Square
Can a public-sector employer in
Arizona be in the state legislature?
That’s unclear.
However, the Nevada Supreme
Court that the Nevada Policy Research Institute brought a lawsuit
against state lawmakers on the
matter.
NPRI celebrated the decision
in a press release following the
decision.
“As NPRI has long argued, the
government has an obligation to
operate within the conﬁnes of the
Constitution,” Nevada Policy Vice
President Robert Fellner said. “But
that will only happen if the judiciary permits Nevadans to bring constitutional challenges such as these.
“Today’s ruling is thus a tremen-

dous victory for all those who believe in constitutional government
and the rule of law,” Fellner added.
The lawsuit says that many
Nevada state legislators violate the
state’s constitutional separation of
powers by working as government
employees simultaneously. The
organization says that it’s a conﬂict
of interest, given that state agencies
can vote for policies that impact
their employers.
NPRI said that in the past, there
was nearly universal condemnation
of the practice — and that many
elected Democrats were against it.
“Few would support rules that
limit their own power,” Fellner
added, “which is precisely why the
power to write the law must be kept
separate from those tasked with
enforcing the law.”

(Continued from Page 1)
not made up of any actual, sitting
Democratic governors.
Wisconsin is one of the seven
races that DGA is watching and
funding.
The $21 million from the DGA
is on top of the $10 million Gov.
Evers already has on hand in his
reelection war chest.
In January, Evers bragged that
his $10 million is “twice as much
as what Scott Walker had on-hand
at this point in both 2014 and
2018 ahead of his re-election campaigns.”
It is also more than the $3.3
million that former Republican Lt.
Gov. Rebecca Kleeﬁsch reported
raising back in January. Candi-

date Kevin Nicholson hasn’t said
how much money he’s raised, but
mega-donor Richard Uihlein has
promised to spend what it takes
for Nicholson in the Republican
primary.
The newest Republican candidate, Tim Michels, is a multi-millionaire construction magnate and
has promised to self fund his campaign. He jumped into the race last
week with a $1.5 million ad buy.
The Republican Governors
Association has promised to spend
$6.2 million in Wisconsin this fall.
RGA spokeswoman Maddie
Anderson said in a statement that
“no amount of cash will distract
Wisconsin voters from Tony Evers’
disastrous record.”

State lawmaker conﬂict of
interest lawsuit in Nevada
can proceed, court rules

$10M to Sisolak

see upward pressures going forward, so paying close attention
to them will help me assess how
rapidly inﬂation is likely to cool
or grow,” Daco said in a Tuesday
interview.
“If they’re strong or stronger
than expected, that means that
inﬂation is going to be stickier and
persist for longer periods of time.”
Inﬂation began rising rapidly a
year ago as an increasingly vaccinated U.S. population returned to
pre-pandemic spending patterns
and activities. While consumer

spending had recovered rapidly,
thousands of businesses still faced
trouble securing the workers, supplies and logistical support necessary to meet that demand. With
far more money chasing goods
and services in short supply, prices
began to rise sharply.
“People tried to kind of return
to consuming things the way they
usually did starting around that
summer,” said Alan Cole, former
senior economist for the Joint Economic Committee.
“They found that the real capac-

ity of the economy wasn’t always
there to serve their needs, for several reasons.”
Consumers also spent a far
greater share of their spending on
manufactured goods than before
the pandemic, which overloaded
supply chains already struggling
to recover from COVID-19. And
they had far more money to spend
after President Biden signed a $1.9
trillion stimulus bill in March 2021
— on top of the more than $4 trillion approved by former President
Trump — and the Federal Reserve
kept interest rates near zero until
last month.
Both Biden and the Fed assured
Americans inflation would cool
off as the economy adapted to
post-pandemic conditions. Scores
of economists largely agreed, predicting prices would stop rising as
fast once a combination of falling
COVID-19 cases and rising labor
force participation helped businesses meet the sharp jump in demand.
Twelve months later, both are
struggling to make a dent in increasing prices across a much
broader swath of the economy.
With food, gas, shelter and health
care prices on the rise, the White
House and Fed are facing pressure
over how they’ll bring inflation
(See Higher Inﬂation, Page 6)

Page 6 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / May 11-17, 2022

Driving for Memorial Day? Get ready
for depressingly high gas prices
By Zack Budryk
The Hill
Gas prices are likely to see
another surge ahead of Memorial
Day, as existing increases combine with the first summer driving
season since 2019 without major
COVID-19 restrictions.
On Tuesday, the national average for gas prices hit a new high,
an unadjusted-for-inflation $4.37
per gallon, according to AAA.
And in the run up to Memorial
Day weekend, gas prices are likely to increase, Devin Gladden, a
spokesperson for AAA, told The
Hill.
There are a few reasons for the
likely hikes.
Gladden noted that the European
Union’s proposal to ban imports of

Russian oil has “created more volatility and uncertainty in the market”
by tightening supplies.

By Zack Budryk
The Hill
The national average for gas
prices hit a new record Tuesday
at $4.37, without accounting for
inflation, according to AAA data.
The new milestone comes two
months after the national average
surpassed $4 for the first time in
14 years, and the average has not
dipped below that price point in
the meantime.
While average prices are below
$4 in several individual states, no
single state has lower average prices than $3.90, according to AAA.
Adjusted for inflation, the prices
still remain below the 2008 peak,
when the peak was equivalent to
$5.37 a gallon in 2022 dollars.
Prices are highest in California,
where gas is at $5.84 a gallon. A
number of factors make Golden
State’s gas prices higher than those
of other states, including the lack
of interstate fuel pipelines and an
unexplained surcharge that has
appeared on consumers’ bills in

recent years.
While prices have been on the
rise for months, the spikes in gas
prices have been exacerbated by the
global instability associated with
the Russian invasion of Ukraine.
The U.S. and other Western nations have taken a number of steps
to sanction Russian oil, and most
recently the European Union proposed a full ban on Russian oil imports after resisting for months due
to its reliance on Russian energy.
Gas prices fluctuate due to
numerous factors outside the government’s control, but the Biden
administration has taken several
steps seeking to provide consumer
relief, including the largest-ever
release from the country’s Strategic
Petroleum Reserve.
The Environmental Protection
Agency has also issued a waiver
to allow the sale of ethanol-heavy
fuels that are typically restricted
during the summer, but those blends
are only sold at just more than 200
stations nationwide.

(Continued from Page 5)
down — and how they let it get so
high in the first place.
In a Wednesday speech, Biden
called fighting inflation his top
domestic priority and the biggest
threat to an otherwise strong economic recovery. While the U.S.
has added more than 8 million jobs
since Biden took office last year,
high inflation has left a majority of
Americans unhappy with his and
the Democratic Party’s handling of
the economy.
The president blamed high
inflation on two primary factors:
pandemic-related supply chain
disruptions and the war in Ukraine.
The outbreak of the war and the
economic blowback from sanctions have led to drastic jumps in
food and energy prices as soaring
demand and the decimation of
supplies from Russia and Ukraine
create what the White House has
called “the Putin price hike.”
Many economists, however, say
the combination of unprecedented
fiscal and monetary stimulus have
also fueled at least some of the rapid
inflation.

“The amount of money bouncing around the economy as a whole
is just clearly above not just where
it was in 2021 or 2020, but it’s
above where we would have expected spending to be if none of
this had ever happened,” Cole said.
“Right now both ideas are valid,
and people who want to put it all on
one or the other are, I think, trying
to mislead or push an agenda.”
The Fed is also attempting to
reassure financial markets it has
a handle on inflation after waiting
until last month to hike interest
rates. Fed Chairman Jerome Powell
and several top bank officials have
acknowledged they should have
begun hiking interest rates sooner
and admitted it would be “very
difficult” to tamp down on inflation without causing an economic
slowdown.
“At this point, everyone, including current Fed officials, agrees
they should have gotten going
sooner. The expectation that the
supply-side pressures would ease
was overly optimistic,” said Claudia Sahm, a former Fed research
director, in a Tuesday email.

Average gas prices
hit new all-time high

Prices are now rising chiefly in
reaction to that proposal.
Demand traditionally rises in the
U.S. near Memorial Day, a threeday weekend that is the unofficial
beginning of summer — when
many drive to the beach and beyond
with school out for the year.
This year could be a busier
weekend than the last two years,
when many were locked down due
to the pandemic.
“Schools are out, students are
also traveling. And … for the past
two years in light of the pandemic,
people haven’t been able to travel
as often or frequently as they might
have wanted to,” Gladden said.
On Memorial Day 2021, gas
prices hit what was then a sev-

en-year average high of $3.04, up
from under $2 the previous year
only months into the COVID-19
pandemic.
This year, prices will be even
higher.
“This summer, later this spring,
next few months, unless I wake up
one morning and Vladimir Putin
is not in charge of Russia, I think
we’re going to be dealing with very
escalated prices, escalating tensions
and kind of a lot of impingement on
spending power for consumers,”
said Tom Kloza, global head of
energy analysis at IHS Markit’s oil
price information service.
The Biden administration has
taken a number of steps to try to
cushion the blow of higher prices,
including the largest-ever release
of oil from the Strategic Petroleum
Reserve as well as allowing the
sale of certain ethanol-heavy fuel
blends normally restricted over the
summer.
Those steps have not prevented
prices from soaring well above $4
per gallon.
“The price that we see at the
pump is primarily driven by the
price of crude oil in the global market, and crude oil’s primarily been
driven by supply and demand factors coming out of the pandemic,”
said Frank Macchiarola, senior vice
president of policy, economics and
regulatory affairs at the American

Petroleum Institute.
Since then, despite a global economic rebound and a sharp uptick
in demand, supply has not kept
pace, Macchiarola said.
“I think on top of that, one of the
major global suppliers of crude oil,
Russia, created additional volatility
in the marketplace through their aggression in Ukraine,” he added. The
U.S. announced a ban on imports of
Russian oil soon after the invasion,
while the EU proposed to follow
suit last week.
Russia is the third-largest producer of crude oil in the world,
accounting for about 10 percent,
“and so putting that supply in question has created additional market
volatility,” Macchiarola added.
The White House has heavily
emphasized the role of Russian
aggression in the price increases,
repeatedly referring to the consumer costs as the “Putin price hike.”
Going forward, Macchiarola
said the Biden administration
“needs to send a clear, consistent
message to the marketplace [that]
the United States is open to oil and
gas development.” He faulted the
administration for its announcement in April that royalties for oil
and gas leasing on public lands will
increase from 12.5 percent to 18.75
percent.
U.S. oil production in 2021 was
(See Higher Gas Prices, Page 8)
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Florida tilts toward Trump amid population growth

By Max Greenwood
and Amie Parnes
The Hill
ORLANDO, Fla. — Florida is
starting to look like Trump country.
Long the nation’s largest — and
most unpredictable — battleground
state, Florida’s politics have transformed at a breakneck pace in
recent years, becoming more and
more conservative even as hundreds of thousands of new residents
have poured into the state, often
from bluer territory.
The political sea-change happening in the Sunshine State owes
to a perfect storm of circumstances
— including shifting demographics
and a poorly organized state Democratic Party.
But some also put a heavy emphasis on the pandemic, which they
link to the population shift.
“There’s one word and it’s
COVID,” said Nelson Diaz, a
Republican lobbyist and former
chair of the Miami-Dade County
GOP. “It made red states redder
and blue states bluer. It gave people
like [Florida Gov.] Ron DeSantis a
platform to stand for freedom and it
gave Democrats in Democrat states
a plan to stand for mandates.”
Diaz said that he believes that
the state’s embrace of conservative
policies has drawn many recent
arrivals to Florida.
“They are Republicans fed up
with their blue laws in their blue
states or they’re just independent-minded people to begin with
and they’re just fed up with these
blue states and they’re enjoying the
freedom that Florida has to offer,”
he said.
Florida’s population growth has
been staggering. Between July 2020
and July 2021, the state’s population grew by more than 211,000,
a net migration surpassing every
other state, according to Census
Bureau estimates. Orlando and
Jacksonville were among the 10
fastest-growing metropolitan areas
between 2010 and 2020.
Many of Florida’s new residents
also appear to be coming from more
Democratic-leaning states. In 2019
alone, an estimated 28,000 people
moved to the Sunshine State from
California; 28,000 moved from
New Jersey, while a staggering

57,000 moved from New York,
according to Census Bureau data
from that year.
DeSantis has seized on the pandemic as a launching point for an
ultra-conservative and ambitious
policy agenda that has catapulted
him to stardom among Republicans
nationally and turned him into a
prospective contender for the 2024
GOP presidential nomination.
Over the past two years, he has
repeatedly bucked the advice of
federal health officials in favor
of a laissez-faire approach to the
outbreak, earning him the praise
of conservatives who have come
to see Florida as a refuge from
the pandemic-era restrictions and
mandates imposed in other states.
Florida’s importance to the modern GOP has only increased since
then. Now in his post-presidency,
former President Trump has set up
shop at his Mar-a-Lago estate in
Palm Beach, drawing Republican
candidates, donors and luminaries.
Meanwhile, DeSantis has put
conservative grievances and culture war issues at the center of his
agenda. In March, he signed a law
banning public school teachers
from discussing sexual orientation
and gender identity with students
through the third grade. After
Disney, the state’s largest private
employer, criticized the bill, state
Republican lawmakers and DeSantis moved to revoke the company’s
55-year-old special tax district. If
the Supreme Court overturns Roe

vs. Wade, as a leaked draft document last week showed, it’s sure
to be another issue that will excite
conservatives, further dividing the
electorate in the state.
Aubrey Jewett, a political science professor at the University
of Central Florida, said that Florida’s rightward shift is also due
to longer-term changes. For one,
the state’s Hispanic population
has grown significantly over the
years and Republicans have made
steep inroads among many of those
voters.
At the same time, Florida’s
massive population of seniors and
retirees has become more conservative. More importantly, Jewett
said, “they register and they vote.”
“Basically what’s happened
is the older senior generation —
say the New Deal generation —
who were pretty loyal Democrats,
they’re dying off and they’re being
replaced by the Baby Boomer retirees and many of them are moving
to Florida and they’re very Republican,” Jewett said.
But Jewett noted that Florida
voters often aren’t as conservative
as the state’s political leaders, and
suggested that the rightward lurch
of Florida’s politics may be driven more by elected officials like
DeSantis than by the electorate as
a whole.
“I think there’s a question of
how much has mass public opinion
changed in Florida, or is it more
elite opinion, where the Republi-

(Continued from Page 6)
roughly equivalent to the previous
year, and higher than in 2017 and
2018, according to the U.S. Energy
Information Administration.
The administration has also
repeatedly pointed to some 9,000
currently unused drilling leases
on public lands held by fossil fuel
companies.

“There aren’t many levers that
the president can pull. … I wouldn’t
be shocked to see him temporarily
suspend the federal tax on gasoline,
but that’s only 18.3 cents,” said
Kloza. “But there’s not much else
he can do.”
The national average for gas
prices will likely continue to climb
in the days ahead, Kloza speculated,

“but I’m actually more concerned
about diesel … think we’ll get a
little bit of a break because demand
for gasoline is still running somewhere between 10 and 16 percent.”
“It’ll break today’s record, don’t
get me wrong, but I don’t think
it’s going to be a relentless march
higher between now and Memorial
Day weekend,” Kloza added.

Higher Gas Prices

cans who are elected are pushing
more conservative policies,” Jewett
said.
Still, the numbers appear to
favor Republicans. A Morning
Consult poll released late last
month found DeSantis’s approval
hitting 56 percent, putting him in a
strong position as he heads into his
reelection bid this year.
The results of the 2020 presidential election in Florida also reflected
the GOP’s growing strength. Trump
carried the state by close to 3.5
percentage points, nearly tripling
his 2016 margin of victory in the
Sunshine State.
Perhaps even more notable were
his gains in Miami-Dade County,
a Democratic stronghold and predominantly Hispanic area. In 2016,
then-Democratic nominee Hillary
Clinton won the county by nearly
30 points. Four years later, in 2020,
President Biden carried it by just
over 7 percentage points.
Since then, Florida’s political
trajectory has only gotten more
bleak for Democrats. Late last year,
the number of registered Republican voters overtook the number
of registered Democrats, a sharp
change since former President
Obama won the state in 2008, when
there were 700,000 more registered
Democrats than Republicans.
“When you look at what’s taken
place from a numbers perspective, there’s tremendous reason
for concern,” Fernand Amandi, a
Miami-based pollster and consultant whose firm helped Obama’s
campaign win the state in 2008
and 2012.
“It’s become MAGA in exile,”

Amandi explained. “Florida is now
the cradle for the MAGA movement. And then you have DeSantis, who is Trump’s protege or his
biggest competitor. The sentiment
is if you believe in the MAGA
philosophy, Florida is where you
want to be.”
It’s not uncommon now, in what
was once staunch-blue terrain, to
see Trump or “Let’s Go Brandon”
flags outside of homes and on boats
cruising down the intracoastal
waterways.
“The fundamental problem is
that the Democratic Party brand is
completely tainted in the state of
Florida,” Amandi argued. “Republicans have defined the party as the
party of socialism and have said
Democrats are playing footsie with
communism.”
The Democratic Party, he added,
needs to put in the work of rebranding and redefining now.
“If a caretaker abandons a property, they can’t be shocked when the
base of the house starts to rot from
within,” he said.
“You don’t do that in three
months before an election,” he said.
“That takes years, and it has to be
nonstop and unrelenting.”
Democratic strategist Steve
Schale, who is based in the Sunshine State and served as Florida
director for Obama’s 2008 campaign, said there are a couple of
problems that have led to the rise
of Republicans in Florida: An above
average percentage of white voters
who did not go to college and Hispanics, who have been gravitating
over the past couple of cycles to the
Republican Party.

Abortion battle moves to homes
of the Supreme Court justices
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By Alex Gangitano and John Kruzel
The Hill
Abortion rights activists in recent days
have gathered outside the homes of three
conservative Supreme Court justices to protest Roe v. Wade’s potential demise, taking
their advocacy in an intensely personal and
politically divisive direction.
The targeting of the residences — belonging to Samuel Alito, Brett Kavanaugh
and John Roberts — has forced the White
House to navigate a thorny question about
the proper bounds of political discourse, one
with sharply divided views over whether the
tactic marks a worrisome escalation or an
impassioned response befitting the likely loss
of an almost 50-year-old constitutional right.
The Biden administration attempted this
balancing act on Monday, with White House
press secretary Jen Psaki denouncing the
prospect of threats or violence but stopping
short of condemning the protests outside of
justices’ homes.
“We are a country that promotes democracy, and we certainly allow for peaceful protest
in a range of places in the country,” Psaki
said. “None of it should violate the law.”
Some political analysts viewed that response as tepid. Russell Wheeler, a visiting
fellow in the Brookings Institution’s Governance Studies Program, said the Biden
administration’s message could have been
stronger.
“They’re trying to walk a line, pretty
clearly, between a firm stance against violence toward judges while not alienating their
pro-Roe base,” Wheeler said.
The recent demonstrations played out as
street protests in major American cities and a
suspected arson attack Sunday on a Wisconsin anti-abortion group have fueled concerns
over whether Roe’s potential demise could
spark a new wave of political violence in
the U.S.
Robert Blair, coordinator of the Democratic Erosion consortium at Brown University,
argued that the risk of political violence in
the U.S. is very high and anything that contributes to the problem should be avoided. He
said leaders need to say these protests cross
a line in order to curtail violence.
“One of the fundamental problems of

Jan. 6 is people in positions of leadership
weren’t coming out and saying, ‘Hey, stop
this.’ Most obvious: Donald Trump,” Blair
said. “To the extent that you have folks like
[President] Biden, or folks who are known to
be supporters of abortion rights, coming out
and denouncing these kinds of tactics, that’s
important because it sends a really important
signal that this is alienating people and I think
that’s valuable.”
Other experts expressed less concern.
Rachel Kleinfeld, an expert on political
violence, agreed that government officials’
homes should be off limits, but she said she’s
“not particularly worried” about the prospect
of political violence erupting in response to
overturning Roe.
“The vast majority of political and criminal violence globally is committed by men.
The people most enraged by the Roe decision
are women,” said Kleinfeld, a senior fellow
in democracy, conflict and governance at
the Carnegie Endowment for International
Peace. “While men may be in the streets,
their feelings are on the whole less visceral.”
On the political left, she added, those who
most strongly support violence are the least
close to the Democratic Party: “That makes
their violence more spontaneous and less
politically organized,” she said.
In discussing her opposition to protests
outside people’s homes on either side,
Kleinfeld said “there should be a separation
between where people live and the jobs they
do, to protect their children from trauma, as

well as for democratic reasons.”
ShutDownDC, which is organizing the
demonstration in Alito’s neighborhood this
week, defended its decision to protest outside of individual homes because “it’s clear
that the Justices don’t want to hear public
opinion.”
“If they won’t listen to us at the building
that symbolizes the power they have over us,
then they’ll have to listen enough to us at a
building that symbolizes just how personal
this is—their homes,” Hope Neyer, a communications team member with ShutDownDC,
told The Hill.
“To those suggesting that protests like this
go too far, or cross a line, we say this leaked
decision, if officially announced, crosses a
line,” Neyer added.
Republican leaders forcefully denounced
the demonstrations outside of justices’ homes
as an intimidation tactic.
Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell
(R-Ky.) on Monday called the protests an
attempt to “scare federal justices into ruling
a certain way” and “far outside the bounds of
First Amendment speech or protest.”
Lawmakers are moving to quickly try to
pass legislation that would extend the security
Supreme Court justices have to their family
members. A close ally of Biden, Sen. Chris
Coons (D-Del.), was among the senators who
introduced the legislation.
A draft Supreme Court opinion last week
revealed that a bare 5-4 majority of the court’s
most conservative justices are reportedly

poised to overturn the landmark decision
in Roe, which for nearly five decades has
guaranteed a federal right to abortion access.
Within hours of the Monday evening
leak, published by Politico, large crowds
had gathered outside the Supreme Court. By
Tuesday, law enforcement officials had installed 7-foot, black security fencing around
the building and subsequently closed off
portions of adjacent streets.
The fencing is part of stepped-up
crowd-control precautions in the wake of
the riot at the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021,
when a mob of Trump’s supporters breached
the building in an attempt to stop the certification of the 2020 election results.
Security fencing was up around the Capitol’s grounds for nearly five months after the
insurrection.
The latest tumult comes amid a steep dropoff in recent years of the Supreme Court’s
public standing, which has sunk to a historic
low, and as new polling suggests the 6-3
conservative court is moving even further out
of step with Americans, a majority of whom
want to see Roe upheld.
Amid the fallout last week, critics accused
the three Trump-appointed justices of having
lied to the American public during their confirmation hearings by indicating they viewed
Roe as settled law, only to endorse striking
down the landmark 1973 decision soon after
joining the bench. Many also recalled the
Senate GOP’s refusal in 2016 to let then-President Obama fill the vacancy left by the late
Justice Antonin Scalia, a move which would
have insulated Roe.
The fallout over the draft opinion has
created a messaging problem for the Biden
administration. Although the White House
has clearly condemned the attack at an anti-abortion group’s office in Madison, Wis.,
the more difficult response has concerned the
demonstrations in the D.C. area.
Asked on Monday if Biden plans to condemn the protests at the homes of Supreme
Court justices, Psaki noted there has not been
violence or vandalism against justices.
“As an independent body, how they are
influenced or if they are influenced is not for
me to make a determination of, but we do
believe in peaceful protests,” she said.

By Jordain Carney
The Hill
The Senate is moving to quickly try to
pass legislation that would extend security to
family members of Supreme Court justices
amid protests at the homes of members of the
court following the leak of a draft opinion
overturning Roe v. Wade.
Sens. John Cornyn (R-Texas) and Chris
Coons (D-Del.) introduced legislation last
week to formally allow the Supreme Court
of the United States Police to provide aroundthe-clock protection to family members, in
line with the security some executive and
congressional officials get.
Two aides told The Hill on Monday that
senators are aiming to quickly pass the bill
by unanimous consent, which requires the
buy-in of all 100 senators and would let it
bypass a formal vote. One of the sources told

The Hill that the bill should pass the Senate
on Monday or Tuesday.
“Given the ongoing threat posed to some
of the Court’s Justices and their families, Sen.
Cornyn is working to pass this bill as soon
as possible,” a spokesperson for the Texas
Republican said.
Any one senator could object and block
the Senate from passing the bill without a
formal vote, which would require Senate
leaders to either shelve the bill or eat up days
of precious floor time.
The bill was introduced by the two
senators on Thursday, roughly three days
after the leak of the draft decision, penned
by Justice Samuel Alito, that would strike
down the constitutional right to an abortion.
Politico, citing a source, reported that four
other justices — Clarence Thomas, Brett
Kavanaugh, Neil Gorsuch and Amy Coney

Barrett — were prepared to vote with Alito,
giving them a majority to strike down Roe.
Coons, in a statement, noted that both the
daughter and husband of incoming Supreme
Court Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson were in
the public spotlight during her confirmation
hearing. “If the families of Supreme Court
Justices have the same profile and exposure as the highest ranking officials in our
government, they deserve the same level of
protection. We must take threats that come
from extremes on both sides of the political
spectrum against Supreme Court Justices
seriously, and that makes this bill an unfortunate necessity,” he said.
Cornyn tied the bill to the backlash following the leak, saying that the families of
Supreme Court justices are “unfortunately
facing threats to their safety in today’s increasingly polarized political climate.”

“We must act to ensure Justices and their
families are protected from those who wish
to cause them harm by extending Supreme
Court police security to family members,”
Cornyn added.
The report sparked near immediate protests outside the Supreme Court, where law
enforcement officials subsequently put up a
“non-scalable” fence. Groups gathered over
the weekend to protest outside the homes of
Kavanaugh and Chief Justice John Roberts,
while a group is also planning to hold a “vigil” outside Alito’s home on Monday night.
White House press secretary Jen Psaki
said Monday that demonstrations shouldn’t
involve any violence and reiterated President
Biden’s support for judges. “[Biden] strongly
believes in the constitutional right to protest.
But that should never include violence,
threats, or vandalism,” Psaki said.

Senate eyes quick passage of security for Supreme Court families

Dems seethe as GOP appears
poised for victory on abortion
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By Alexander Bolton
The Hill
Democratic lawmakers are furious that
Republicans appear poised to win their nearly
five-decade battle to overturn Roe v. Wade, a
cause that Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) advanced by helping stock
the Supreme Court with conservative justices.
A leaked opinion written by Supreme
Court Justice Samuel Alito declaring the
landmark abortion rights case “egregiously
wrong” caps 20 years of combat between
Senate Majority Leader Charles Schumer
(D-N.Y.) and McConnell and other Republicans over the composition of the court.
Republicans often accuse Schumer of
sparking the Senate’s judicial confirmation
wars in 2003 by leading Democratic opposition to then-President George W. Bush’s
conservative appellate court nominees, such
as Miguel Estrada, who were seen at the time
as potential Supreme Court nominees.
Now McConnell is on the cusp of a major
victory as the Supreme Court is poised to
strike down the controversial abortion decision that mobilized conservative activists for
five decades — and Democrats are seething
over it.
“If we had to pick a word that our caucus
feels, it’s infuriated. Infuriated by the alleged
decision, infuriated by the lies these justices
told us when they said they’d respect precedent, infuriated by our Republican colleagues
who don’t tell the truth,” Schumer told reporters after a Senate Democratic lunch meeting.
Schumer accused Republicans of now
trying to duck responsibility for a decision
that has enraged liberals and could turn off
suburban women voters, a key electoral bloc,
ahead of the 2022 midterm election.
He predicted that Republicans would suffer a backlash from voters this fall.
“Our candidates are already talking about
this from one end of the country to the other,”
he said. “I cannot tell you the outrage I feel
at this decision and the outrage I feel that
Republicans who did it won’t own up to it,
and duck it. It’s despicable.”
McConnell on Tuesday focused his comments on the unusual leak of the unpublished
opinion, dodging questions about whether he
felt gratified over the victory given how much

he has done to shape the court in recent years.
“I think the story today is the effort by
someone on the inside to discredit the institution of the [Supreme Court],” he told reporters when asked if he’s already taking credit
for the expected restriction of abortion rights,
a long-held goal of the Republican base.
McConnell in a 2019 interview applauded
the chance to “pick away” at Roe v. Wade.
“There are a number of state legislatures
who have enacted new legislation would be
winding its way through the courts and gives
us an opportunity to begin to pick away at
Roe v. Wade,” he said.
Schumer on Tuesday said a complete
reversal of Roe v. Wade, however, was more
than Republicans bargained for.
“They spent a decade, two decades trying
to repeal Roe, and now they won’t own up
to it. They’re like the dog that caught the
bus,” he said. “They know they’ll pay consequences in the 2022 elections, and their spin
masters are telling them to avoid the subject.”
McConnell’s role over the years in setting
the stage for Alito’s bombshell abortion rights
opinion makes the situation all the more
frustrating for Democrats.
A decision to overturn Roe v. Wade would
not have been possible if McConnell didn’t
hold vacant the seat of late Justice Antonin
Scalia for more than 10 months during the
2016 election, when he refused to give
then-President Obama’s nominee, Merrick
Garland, a hearing or a vote.

McConnell argued at the time that winner of the 2016 presidential election should
pick the nominee, keeping the seat open for
President Trump to nominate Neil Gorsuch
to the court the following year.
He further angered Democrats by pushing
through a change to Senate rules to allow to
reduce the threshold for confirming a Supreme Court nominee from 60 to 50 votes,
allowing Gorsuch to join the court after a
54-45 vote.
Republicans argued the rules change was
inevitable after then-Senate Majority Leader
Harry Reid (D-Nev.) eliminated the minority
party’s power to filibuster executive branch
and most judicial branch nominees in 2013.
McConnell later appeared to reverse
himself when he acted speedily to install
conservative Judge Amy Coney Barrett to
the Supreme Court before the 2020 election
after liberal Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg died
shortly before the election.
The GOP leader said, however, that the
situation was different from the one in 2016
because different parties controlled the White
House and Senate that year, while Republicans controlled both in 2020.
“Since the 1880s, no Senate has confirmed
an opposite-party president’s Supreme Court
nominee in a presidential election year,” he
argued the day Ginsburg died, justifying his
plan to move her replacement through the
Senate over the span of just 30 days.
Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman

Dick Durbin (D-Ill.) said “McConnell’s
goal has been so clear. That he would leave
a vacancy on the Supreme Court for over 10
months while he waits for the presidential
election tells the whole story,” Durbin said
Tuesday morning. “He was doing his best to
organize a court which would rule on his side
on political issues.”
“He has done that at every level — record
numbers of federal judges all cleared by the
Federalist Society — and now of course the
strategy on the Supreme Court. So he has
involved the judicial branch of the government in a political way the likes of which we
haven’t seen for decades,” he added, making
reference to the conservative legal policy
group that has played a central role in vetting
Republican judicial nominees over the last
two decades.
At the end of his one term in office, former
President Trump had appointed nearly 230
federal judges, or 1 in every 4 judges sitting
on a federal court, and one-third of the justices on the Supreme Court.
Democrats feel deeply frustrated that they
not only lost the political fight with Senate
Republicans over the ideology of the court
in recent years, but that Alito’s decision, if
it is indeed informed by at least four other
justices, undermines years of victories to
protect and expand abortion rights.
“The real concern — you can call it anger, I think it’s more of a concern — is that
we’re taking a step backwards and women
can’t make their own health decisions. I
think that’s really what’s frustrating. For 50
years, women have had this right and now
it’s being taken away,” said Sen. Jon Tester
(D-Mont.). “Fundamentally this right has
been taken away and people need to be held
accountable.”
Alito’s choice of assertive language in the
draft — declaring Roe “egregiously wrong
from the start” and its reasoning “exceptionally weak” — further rankled Democrats.
“The language he used is very unjudicial
and unbecoming for the Supreme Court. I
suspect they’ll smooth the rough edges and
eliminate some of the stridency but the result
is what’s so critical, to overturn Roe v. Wade,”
said Sen. Richard Blumenthal (D-Conn.), a
member of the Senate Judiciary Committee.

Democrats face familiar opponent on
protecting Roe v. Wade: Themselves

By Jordain Carney
The Hill
Democratic calls to codify abortion rights in the wake of a draft
Supreme Court ruling that would
strike down Roe v. Wade are facing
a buzz saw in the Senate, where
centrist Democrats Kyrsten Sinema
(Ariz.) and Joe Manchin (W.Va.)
oppose nixing the filibuster.
The leaked draft — which Chief
Justice John Roberts confirmed was
authentic while not final — poured
fuel onto calls for Congress to act
quickly to enshrine abortion rights
amid new fears that the court could
be poised to dramatically remake
reproductive health across the
country.
Democrats, including Sen. Elizabeth Warren (Mass.), were visibly
angry that a decades-long effort by
conservatives inside and outside
Congress to stack a Supreme Court
with right-leaning justices to reverse Roe v. Wade appeared on the
edge of success.
But, acknowledging reality,
Democrats know they are also short
of the votes needed to enshrine it
into law.
“We’ll put a vote on the floor to
make it clear where every senator
stands, but it’s no secret that we
don’t have the votes right now to
change the rules of the Senate to
ensconce Roe v. Wade in law,” said
Sen. Chris Murphy (D-Conn.).
Pressed if Democrats would restart their months-long effort to try
to move Sinema and Manchin on
the filibuster, Murphy said: “I think
you’ve seen their statements, so I
don’t think I need to add anything
more to that.”
The leaked draft, penned by Justice Alito, would mark a watershed
moment in American politics and
throw abortion access into limbo for
millions of women in states across
the country.
“It’s a different world now. The
tectonic plates of our politics …
are changing,” Senate Majority
Leader Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.)
said Tuesday.
Conservatives have viewed
overturning Roe, which was decided 7-2, as a decades-long goal
in their effort to reshape the federal
courts. Key steps in that process in-

clude then-Senate Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell’s (R-Ky.) refusal in 2016 to grant a hearing for
Merrick Garland, former President
Obama’s nominee to succeed the
late conservative Justice Antonin
Scalia.
Former President Trump’s surprise election win that fall, as well
as Republicans keeping the Senate
majority, resulted in three conservative justices being confirmed
to the court — all of whom were
said to be ready to vote with Alito
and conservative Justice Clarence
Thomas to cut down Roe v. Wade,
according to Monday’s report by
Politico on the draft decision.
The third of those Trump appointments, Amy Coney Barrett,
replaced liberal Justice Ruth Bader
Ginsburg, who died just months
before the 2020 presidential election. McConnell and GOP senators
worked furiously and quickly to
confirm her.
The idea that Roe v. Wade
could fall set off serious political
reverberations in Washington and
beyond, but it is not shifting the
dynamic within the Senate Democratic Caucus on changing the
chamber’s rules.
Manchin on Tuesday repeatedly
declined to weigh in directly on the
leaked draft but said “the filibuster
is the only protection we have in
democracy.”
“[We’ve] protected women’s
rights with the filibuster,” Manchin
added.
Sinema, in a statement, added
that “protections in the Senate
safeguarding against the erosion
of women’s access to health care
have been used half-a-dozen times
in the past ten years, and are more

important now than ever.”
The filibuster isn’t the only
sticking point within the caucus.
A House-passed bill to enshrine
Roe failed earlier this year in a
46-48 vote, with Manchin joining
with Republicans to oppose the bill.
Three other Democratic senators
missed the vote.
Schumer is vowing to force another vote on legislation to codify
Roe, though he acknowledged on
Tuesday that he hadn’t yet spoken
with Manchin.
The abortion politics are tricky
for Republicans, who largely sidestepped discussing the possibility
that Roe could be struck down and
instead focused on the leak.
Sen. John Thune (S.D.), the
No. 2 Senate Republican, was
cagey when pressed on whether
10 Republicans would ever vote
to codify Roe, characterizing it as
speculation.
However he acknowledged that
if Schumer forces a second vote it
will play out like the first — with
all Republicans voting “no.”
“I don’t think there’s any rush
to talk about legislation. The Dems
want to do that,” Thune said.
The inability to move abortion
legislation has sparked tensions
with some progressive lawmakers.
Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
(D-N.Y.) called out Sinema’s stance
on the filibuster and urged for her
to face a primary challenge in 2024,
when she is up for reelection.
“We could protect Roe tomorrow, but Sinema refuses to act on
the filibuster. Until that changes
she can take a seat talking about
‘women’s access to health care,’”
Ocasio-Cortez said in a tweet.
“Hold everyone contributing to

this disaster accountable, GOP &
Dem obstructionists included. She
should be primaried,” she added.
Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) is
pushing for a vote on enshrining
Roe and getting rid of the filibuster,
even if it doesn’t have 50 votes.
“I think right now as soon as
possible we have to bring legislation up which codifies Roe v. Wade.
I think we ought to move to end
the filibuster at least on that issue
and see if we can get 50 votes,”
Sanders said.
Sanders, who has previously
opened the door to backing primary
challengers against Sinema and
Manchin, reiterated on Tuesday
that he believed Sinema should see
a primary opponent.
But some Democrats are also
warning against getting pulled into
another intraparty fight over nixing
the filibuster, particularly since the
idea seems no closer to getting the
50 votes needed to become reality
compared to before the leaked draft.
“‘Do something now’ is absolutely right, but that’s the MIDTERMS, which are going on NOW.
Focusing on what’s wrong with
Democrats in the Senate or elsewhere is (another) circular firing
squad. We can only end the filibuster, pass real protections for choice
IF WE WIN more power,” said Rep.

Sean Patrick Maloney (D-N.Y.), the
chairman of the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee.
Warren added that if Democrats
don’t currently have the votes to
nix the filibuster, they need to make
the case to voters that they need to
grow their majority in order to enact
rules reforms.
“If we don’t have enough votes
now to get rid of the filibuster,
then that’s what we need to ask the
voters for in November,” Warren
said, adding that the filibuster is
“anti-democratic and it is keeping
us from doing the will of the people
and we need to get rid of it.”
Democrats could codify Roe
without getting rid of the filibuster
if they could get 10 GOP senators,
as well as Manchin, to support it.
Sens. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska) and Susan Collins (R-Maine)
have introduced a narrower bill to
codify Roe, but so far they have
two formal backers: themselves.
Several Democrats, including
Schumer, indicated on Tuesday that
they hadn’t yet seen the proposal.
“I think that … Joe Manchin,
who voted ‘no’ last time, might be
more amenable to our version. And
Bob Casey made very clear that he
was only voting to proceed,” Collins told reporters, asked if other
Republicans would support her bill.
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Democrats make fate of the Supreme
Court a midterm issue after Roe leak
By Max Greenwood and Julia Manchester
The Hill
Democrats on the campaign trail are
sounding the alarm about being able to hold
control of the Senate — and with it their ability to confirm Supreme Court justices — in the
wake of a leaked draft opinion suggesting the
high court is poised to overturn Roe v. Wade.
Democrats are facing an existential threat
to their paper-thin Senate majority in this
year’s midterm. They warn that if another Supreme Court vacancy comes up, a Republican
Senate majority would almost certainly doom
the prospects of any nominee that President
Biden puts forward.
“At this critical moment, we must protect
and expand Democrats’ Senate majority with
the power to confirm or reject Supreme Court
justices,” Christie Roberts, the executive
director of the Democratic Senatorial Cam-

paign Committee (DSCC), said, also noting
that the draft opinion authored by conservative Justice Samuel Alito ”dramatically
escalated the stakes of the 2022 election.”

The hope for Democrats is that the threat
of the Supreme Court overturning Roe v.
Wade, the seminal case establishing the constitutional right to have an abortion, will serve

as a powerful call to action for their voters in a
year when Republicans are bullish about their
prospects of recapturing control of Congress.
The GOP needs to pick up just five seats in the
House and only one in the Senate to regain
their majorities, and Democrats are already
struggling with vulnerabilities on issues like
the economy and immigration.
Democrats are acutely aware of what a
Republican Senate majority could mean for
any future vacancy on the Supreme Court.
After former Justice Antonin Scalia died
in 2016, then-Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell (R-Ky.) refused to hold a confirmation hearing for former President Barack
Obama’s Supreme Court nominee Merrick
Garland, insisting that it was inappropriate
for the Senate to confirm a new justice to
the court ahead of that year’s presidential
(See Dems Use Supreme Court, Page 12)

Roe v. Wade draft fuels the Democratic
calls to add justices to Supreme Court

By Alexander Bolton
The Hill
Proposals to reform the Supreme
Court are getting new attention
from Democrats in the wake of
a leaked draft opinion by Justice
Samuel Alito that would overturn
Roe v. Wade, one of the most consequential civil rights decisions of
the past 50 years.
Democrats say the opinion, if
supported by five conservative justices, opens the door to reversals of
other landmark court decisions on
same-sex marriage or establishing
the right to use contraception.
The boldest reform proposal is
to add more justices to the court
to even out the 6-to-3 ratio of Republican- to Democratic-appointed
judges.
Proponents of court expansion
say a decision striking down Roe
v. Wade would give new political
momentum to court expansion and
Democratic leaders aren’t ruling it
out, though right now the proposal
only has a few co-sponsors and not
enough support to pass Congress.
“Alito’s draft decision and the
example of what we’ve seen this
week I think further dramatizes
the partisanship of this court. The
rationale for expanding the court,
for adding justices to the court,
which I support, is that this is going
to be necessary to restore balance to
the court. I think that’s even more
obvious to more people now,” said
Sen. Tina Smith (D-Minn.), one
of three Democratic cosponsors to
legislation to expand the court from
nine to 13 justices.
The companion House bill has
50 co-sponsors, a sign of its popularity with the Democratic base.
While Smith acknowledged that
a court-expansion bill isn’t going
to move in a 50-50 Senate, she
predicts it would be on the table
in a future Congress with bigger
Democratic majorities.
“Of course, in order to accomplish anything like that we have to
have the votes in the Senate and so
that again drives us to the importance of this upcoming election,”
she said.
Senate Majority Leader Charles
Schumer (D-N.Y.) told reporters
that his immediate focus is bringing
a bill to the floor this coming week
to codify the right to an abortion

established by Roe v. Wade. That
legislation is also expected to fail as
it would need 60 votes to overcome
a filibuster.
Sens. Susan Collins (R-Maine)
and Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska)
voted against a similar bill in February and indicated that they are
unlikely to vote for the revised version because they worry it doesn’t
provide enough protection to health
care providers that don’t want to
perform abortions.
Schumer argued, however, that
the leaked Alito opinion has shaken
the political landscape in a major
way. “It’s a different world now.
The tectonic plates of our politics
on women’s choice and on rights
in general are changing,” he said.
“This court has shown such
recklessness in obeying precedent
that we worry that other precedents
will be overturned,” he said. “We’re
very worried what has happened
… is unfortunately a direction the
court wants to go in too many other
places.”
Asked specifically about court
expansion, Schumer pointed to the
upcoming midterm election as an
important factor in shaping its future: “The bottom line is that we’re
going to look to these elections in
November and I think the American
people are going to speak loudly
and clearly that we need some
change.”
“We cannot have a right-wing
court run America. How that changes, we’ll see,” he added.
Senate Judiciary Committee
Chairman Dick Durbin (D-Ill.) also
said the rights to use contraception,
marry someone of the same sex
and “basic questions of protecting
the LGBTQ population” are “all
at stake.”
Durbin said “it’s too early to
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comment” on what it means for
proposals to add more justices to
the court if the current five-seat
conservative majority follows
through on Alito’s draft opinion and
strikes down Roe v. Wade.
“You know the legislative process,” he said, noting that legislation to expand the court would
need 60 votes to pass under current
Senate rules. “It takes more than a
simple majority. That is unlikely
under current circumstances but not
unlikely if we increase our majority
in November.”
Republicans led by Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell
(R-Ky.) meanwhile argue that calls
to expand the Supreme Court or
reform it in other ways are attempts
to undermine the institution.
He accused whomever leaked
Alito’s draft opinion of trying to
discredit the court’s credibility with
the American people.
“I think the story today is an
effort by someone on the inside
to discredit the institution of the
[Supreme Court,] which continues
a pattern that we’ve observed over

the last couple years,” he said.
Centrist Sens. Joe Manchin
(D-W.Va.) and Kyrsten Sinema
(D-Ariz.) reaffirmed their support
for the Senate’s filibuster rule after
Alito’s draft opinion leaked Monday night.
And other centrist Democrats
say they don’t support expanding
the court
“I’ve been opposed to that,” Sen.
Joe Tester (D-Mont.) told reporters.
There are other proposals in
the mix as well, such as placing
term-limits on justices, imposing an
ethics code on the Supreme Court,
setting recusal standards, requiring
justices to report gifts of travel and
hospitality, and barring them from
attending political events.
The Senate’s Federal Courts and
Oversight Subcommittee held a
hearing Tuesday on judicial ethics,
transparency and accountability
with a focus on the Supreme Court
and a House committee plans to
consider companion legislation
next week.
“It definitely gives legs to court
reform talk. We had a hearing on
my bill this week and the House
is marking up its bill next week,”
noted Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse
(D-R.I.), who chairs the Federal
Courts and Oversight Subcommittee.
Sen. Richard Blumenthal
(D-Conn.), a member of the Judiciary Committee, predicted any
decision striking down Roe v.
Wade will fuel new calls to reform
the court.
“I think there will be increasing support for Supreme Court

reform, maybe not expanding the
court but limits on age, numbers
of years served,” he said. “The
support for those measures reflects
the Supreme Court squandering its
legitimacy and credibility.
“When I was a Supreme Court
law clerk, I would have laughed at
the idea of changing anything about
the Supreme Court and I would
have said also that the American
people wouldn’t even entertain the
idea and now people are beginning
to regard the Supreme Court as
another political branch, like the
Senate,” he said.
“That’s a function of the Supreme Court politicizing itself,”
he added, referring to the looming
reversal of Roe v. Wade.
Sen. Jeanne Shaheen (D-N.H.),
whose home-state colleague Sen.
Maggie Hassan (D-N.H.) is in a
tough race, said she’s against court
expansion.
However, she’s open to pressuring the Supreme Court to adopt a
stricter ethics code.
“I continue to believe that we
need to encourage the court to
look at their own ethics concerns,”
she said.
A political firestorm erupted in
March when it was revealed that
Justice Clarence Thomas’s wife,
Ginni, urged Trump White House
chief of staff Mark Meadows to resist the results of the 2020 election.
Democrats including Sens. Ron
Wyden (D-Ore.) and Jeff Merkley (D-Ore.) called on Thomas
to recuse himself from any cases
related to the Jan. 6 attack on the
U.S. Capitol.
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Alito becomes lightning rod in abortion war

By Alexander Bolton
The Hill
Conservative Justice Samuel Alito is coming under new scrutiny and criticism after his
draft opinion overturning Roe v. Wade leaked
last Monday evening, creating a firestorm in
Washington.
Alito, who was confirmed to the Supreme
Court in 2006, has taken a backseat to his
more prominent conservative colleagues,
Justice Clarence Thomas and the late Justice
Antonin Scalia, for much of his career.
But now he’s bursting into the nation’s
consciousness in a big way, hailed as a hero
by anti-abortion rights conservatives and
denounced as a villain by Democrats who
say he’s driven by a personal political agenda.
“I think he’s going to become a household
word,” said Marge Baker, executive vice
president for policy at People for the American Way, a liberal advocacy group that tracks
the Supreme Court. “For the first time, if this
decision becomes final, a majority of the
court will have taken away a constitutional
liberty that’s been recognized for 50 years.
That’s the core of this,” she added.
The ire of Democrats and their liberal
allies had been focused most recently on
Thomas, after it was revealed that his wife,
Ginni Thomas, had urged Trump White
House chief of staff Mark Meadows to keep
fighting to overturn the results of the 2020
election.
But now their anger and attention is shifting quickly to Alito, who is spearheading the
court’s opposition to abortion rights.
Democrats are already mobilizing to paint
Alito as an intemperate, agenda-driven justice who has been dead set on striking down
the landmark 1973 decision establishing a
woman’s right to an abortion since before he
was confirmed to the high court 16 years ago.
Brian Fallon, a former senior aide to
Senate Majority Leader Charles Schumer
(D-N.Y.) who now serves as the executive
director of Demand Justice, a progressive
group that works on Supreme Court-related
issues, said: “Alito is probably the most dangerous but least famous of the hard-liners on
the right-wing faction of the court.”
“Alito is a true believer, extremely strident, unapologetic about injecting ideology
and partisan aims” in his judicial opinions,
he said.
Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman
Dick Durbin (D-Ill.), who questioned Alito at
his confirmation hearing more than a decade
ago, said the justice’s hostility to Roe was
clear even in 2006.
“I thought his logic is very weak. The
notion that the word abortion doesn’t appear

in the Constitution and therefore shouldn’t
be taken seriously as a constitutional right I
thought was a horrible premise,” Durbin said.
Reacting to the tone of the draft opinion,
Durbin said, “I can’t believe that will be the
ultimate opinion.”
“It was stark, it was brazen, it used terms
that I didn’t expect to find in a Supreme Court
decision,” he said. “It’s no surprise for those
of us who had a chance to meet with him
and had a chance to vote against him. … It’s
no surprise.”
Alito was pressed by then-Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Arlen Specter
(R-Pa.) during his confirmation hearing
about his statement in 1985 as a Reagan-era
Department of Justice attorney that he did not
think the Constitution provided the basis for
the right to an abortion.
Alito conceded “that was a correct statement of what I thought in 1985 from my
vantage point in 1985,” but he pledged he
would be able to consider a future challenge
to Roe “with an open mind.”
Democrats say Alito’s draft opinion,
which asserts bluntly that “Roe was egregiously wrong from the start” and its reasoning “exceptionally weak,” was written
by a justice who approached the issue with
an ax to grind.
“I think the tone is like he’s been wanting
to get this off his chest for a very long time,”
said Sen. Tim Kaine (D-Va.).
“Being so dismissive about something that
has been relied on for 50 years, not just by
women but by everybody — at least have a
little bit of humility, for God’s sake,” he said.
Democrats argue that under Alito’s reasoning, other unenumerated rights, such as
the right to same-sex marriage, the right to
contraception and the right to privacy, are
potentially at risk.
“It is a shockingly broad assault on not
just 50 years of Roe v. Wade, it’s a shockingly

Dems Use Supreme Court
(Continued from Page 11)
election.
That move set off a fury among Democrats, whose anger only deepened after former President Donald Trump installed Justice
Neil Gorsuch on the high court.
“I think Democrats still have a lot of
anxiety left over from 2016 and the whole
Merrick Garland thing,” one Republican
strategist who has worked on Senate campaigns said. “So as far as their base goes,
the idea that Democrats need to be able to
confirm a nominee — I can see it carrying
some weight.”
But, the strategist added, that push isn’t
limited to one side.
“They’re going to say ‘let us keep the
majority so we can confirm another nominee
if we get one,’” the strategist said. “But don’t
think that Republicans aren’t going to be
saying a different version of the same thing.
They don’t want to see any more liberals on
the court and they have a big tendency to vote
based on that.”
Republicans have traditionally been
successful at using the issue of the court to
galvanize their conservative base, with many
viewing the appointments of Justices Brett
Kavanaugh, Neil Gorsuch, and Amy Coney
Barrett as Trump following through on his
campaign promises.
Jon Reinish, a Democratic strategist
and former aide to Sen. Kristen Gillibrand
(D-N.Y.), described the Supreme Court’s
leaked draft opinion as a “political earthquake,” one that has the potential to dramatically change how Democratic candidates
campaign this year.
“This has been a tremendous wakeup call
to Democrats to actually campaign on judicial issues,” Reinish said. “Democrats have
always failed abysmally to campaign on the
court and mobilize the way conservatives do.
I think that’s going to change now.”
Democrats point to the impact the high
court has a number of contentious issues like
abortion, as a means for invoking it on the
campaign trail.
“The average voter is starting to understand the importance of the issues that are
making their way to the courts and how they
impact their overall quality of life,” said
Democratic strategist Antjuan Seawright.
For Democrats, this year’s Senate midterms are a relative bright spot in an otherwise bleak election year. Many in the
party see the loss of their ultra-narrow House
majority as foregone conclusion, given the
historical headwinds they’re facing and GOP
gains in the decennial redistricting process.
Maintaining their Senate majority is still
a possibility, they say, but it won’t be easy.

While Democrats are eyeing a handful of
pick-up opportunities in states like Pennsylvania, Wisconsin and North Carolina, they’re
also defending vulnerable incumbents,
like Sens. Mark Kelly (D-Ariz.), Raphael
Warnock (D-Ga.), Catherine Cortez Masto
(D-Nev.) and Maggie Hassan (D-N.H.),
giving them little room for error.
Still, the magnitude of the draft Supreme
Court opinion could give Democratic voters
a jolt of energy.
“I think this rewrites every assumption
we’ve had about the midterms,” Reinish said.
“I think this gets a lot of people off the sidelines and if I’m Maggie Hassan, Catherine
Cortez Masto, Raphael Warnock, Mark Kelly,
I’m talking nonstop about what this election
means for the Supreme Court.”
It’s not hard to see how Democrats might
be able to seize on the draft opinion as a key
campaign issue. A Politico/Morning Consult
poll conducted this week in the immediate
aftermath of the draft’s leak found that voters
oppose overturning Roe v. Wade by a nearly
2-to-1 margin, with 50 percent saying it
should not be overturned and only 28 percent
saying it should be.
Democrats are working to use the issue
to galvanize their own base, warning that
Republican majorities in Congress and in the
states could lead to an even more conservative-leaning Supreme Court.
“Because progressives did not have a majority in the Senate during Obama’s last term,
we got Kavanaugh,” said Kendra Cotton,
chief operations officer of the New Georgia
Project, a nonpartisan group committed to
defending voting rights. “So it’s trying to
connect the dots so that they understand that
‘if X then Y.’”
Cotton said the goal should not be to make
the Supreme Court swing left or right, but “to
make sure that it represents the people” and
to have an ideological balance.
“If that means expanding the court, then
we’re for it, we just haven’t had those explicit
conversations to where we can say this is
something New Georgia Project is advocating
on,” she added.
Some Democrats have prioritized the
need to abolish the Senate filibuster in their
campaign messaging, arguing that it would
be easier for Congress to codify Roe v. Wade
without the parliamentary procedure. Others
are specifically using the issue of Roe v. Wade
to galvanize their liberal base.
“I think you’re going to hear Democrats
talk about the need to expand the majority
in order to get things done,” Seawright said.
“The log jam comes in the Senate, so I think
you’re going to hear the need to strengthen
the majorities we have.”

broad assault on the whole notion of what the
14th Amendment is, and the 14th Amendment fundamentally changed the American
Constitution when it was added,” Kaine said.
The Virginia Democrat took aim at Alito’s claim that the right to an abortion is not
protected under the 14th Amendment’s due
process clause because it’s not a fundamental
right deeply rooted in the nation’s history.
Democrats say to dismiss the past 50 years
of abortion rights granted by Roe v. Wade as
a mere blip in history is fundamentally out
of touch with Americans’ attitudes.
A Washington Post-ABC News poll
conducted last week found that 54 percent
of Americans think Roe should be upheld,
while only 28 percent support overturning it.
Kaine argued that Alito’s focus on the
views on the original intent of the nation’s
founders and state abortion laws in the 1800s
ignores institutionalized discrimination
against Black Americans and women that
existed for decades.
“The framers wanted African Americans
to be slaves and they were perfectly fine with
women not voting,” Kaine argued. “This
is an opinion that sort of acts like the 14th
Amendment never got added.”
Alito explicitly rejected the idea that abortion laws should trigger heightened constitutional scrutiny because they are inherently
discriminatory against women’s ability to
make their own health care decisions.
Kaine and other Democrats argue that
laws being enacted in states to restrict abortion “are fundamentally connected to efforts
to control women’s health care choices.”
He noted that Roe v. Wade “was a case
about criminally prosecuting a woman” and
that the Supreme Court’s landmark decision
in Griswold v. Connecticut in 1965 establishing the right to use contraception was a case
about the criminal prosecution of two health
care workers who provided birth control and
advice to married women.
Republican senators, meanwhile, are
keeping their distance from Alito’s provocative use of language, saying they want to wait
for the court’s final decision. Instead, they are
placing their focus on whoever leaked the
document, an unusual break of court custom
and decorum.

Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell
(R-Ky.) told reporters a day after the leak,
“The story today is the effort by someone
on the inside to discredit the institution of
the [Supreme Court].”
Sen. Susan Collins (Maine), a pro-abortion rights Republican who voted for Alito’s
nomination, also declined to comment.
“This may not be the final decision,” she
said. “It may not reflect the views of the
individual justices. I am going to wait until
we get a final decision.
She said in a statement Monday that she
felt misled by two other Republican-appointed justices, Neil Gorsuch and Brett Kavanaugh, about whether they would uphold Roe’s
precedent, calling the leaked draft opinion
“completely inconsistent” with what they
said “in their hearings and in our meetings.”
Democrats are also focusing attention on
Alito’s political activism more generally.
In particular, they are highlighting his
criticism of COVID-19 health mandates at
the conservative Federalist Society’s National
Lawyers Convention in 2020 and his appearance at fundraising events for conservative
causes, which critics say test the bounds of
judicial conduct.
In his speech before the Federalist Society, Alito criticized the health protocols
implemented in response to the pandemic
as being unprecedented in their severity,
expansiveness and duration.
Fallon, of Demand Justice, described the
speech “as a screed against mask mandates”
and “completely intemperate from a federal
judge considering all those issues were working themselves up to the court.”
The government ethics watchdog group
Common Cause criticized Alito in 2014 for
attending a $175-per-plate fundraiser for the
Federalist Society.
He was also criticized by progressive
activists for headlining a Manhattan Institute
lecture, for which individuals had to have
contributed $5,000 to $25,000 to attend, in
2010.
Court watchers say if four justices sign
off on Alito’s draft opinion, he will become
the public face of the decision to overturn
abortion rights, and Democrats are gearing
up to make the debate about him.
Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse (D-R.I.), a
member of the Senate Judiciary Committee,
highlighted Alito’s participation in Federalist
Society fundraisers.
He noted that the U.S. Judicial Conference
recently considered a proposed ethics opinion
advising federal judges not to be members of
the Federalist Society but backed down after
200 federal judges, many of them Trump
appointees, pushed back hard.
“He has spoken at the Federalist Society
gala that is their big fundraising event. They
put together these nonsense distinctions to try
to make it look like they’re not participating
in the fundraising, but of course they’re the
draw for the event. I think it’s a huge problem,” Whitehouse said.

Joe Lombardo wants
to take your guns
If you care about your right to carry concealed to protect
yourself and your family, you need to know the truth about
Joe Lombardo and his documented stance on guns. In a
podcast hosted by renowned CCW instructor, Nephi Khaliki,
and activist, model and actress Mindy Robinson, she stated:
—How Joe Lombardo blamed Republicans for the
1 October mass shooting
—How Joe Lombardo used the 1 October tragedy to
power his campaign and help Sisolak get elected
—How Joe Lombardo was the key to turning the state
blue after 30 years of Republican leadership
—Joe’s terrible record on Second Amendment
—Joe’s consistent attempts to sabotage CCW permitting in Clark County
If you are like most every supporter of the Second Amendment and want to see Steve Sisolak removed from office,
you need to know how Joe Lombardo plans to run for governor — simply to ensure Sisolak stays in office.
The more people know, the better our chances of exposing
that plot and removing Sisolak.
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Roe draft raises concerns data could be used
to identify abortion seekers and providers
By Chris Mills Rodrigo
The Hill
Concerns that data gathered
from peoples’ interactions with
their digital devices could potentially be used to identify individuals
seeking or performing abortions
have come into the spotlight with
the news that pregnancy termination services could soon be severely
restricted or banned in much of the
United States.
Following the leak of a draft
majority opinion indicating that
the Supreme Court is poised to
overturn Roe v. Wade, the landmark
1973 decision that established the
federal right to abortion, privacy
advocates are raising alarms about
the ways law enforcement officials
or anti-abortion activists could
make such identifications using
data available on the open market,
obtained from companies or extracted from devices.
“The dangers of unfettered
access to Americans’ personal
information have never been more
obvious. Researching birth control
online, updating a period-tracking
app or bringing a phone to the doctor’s office could be used to track
and prosecute women across the
U.S.,” Sen. Ron Wyden (D-Ore.)
said in a statement to The Hill.
Data from web searches, smartphone location pings and online
purchases can all be easily obtained
with little to no safeguards.
“Almost everything that you do
… data can be captured about it and
can be fed into a larger model that
can help somebody or some entity
infer whether or not you may be
pregnant and whether or not you
may be someone who’s planning to
have an abortion or has had one,”
Nathalie Maréchal, senior policy
manager at Ranking Digital Rights,
explained.
There are three primary ways
that data could travel from individuals’ devices to law enforcement or
other groups, according to experts
who spoke with The Hill.
The first is via third party data
brokers, which make up a shadowy
multibillion dollar industry dedicated to collecting, aggregating and
selling location data harvested from
individuals’ mobile phones that has
provided unprecedented access to
the daily movements of Americans
for advertisers, or virtually anyone
willing to pay.
Data brokers boast that they
can provide buyers with in-depth

pattern data by paying application
developers to install their SDKs,
essentially packages of code, that
will send back data including precise locations.
That information, experts warn,
could easily be used to identify
people traveling to get reproductive
services.
Two cases of vendors selling
aggregated data of people visiting
Planned Parenthood facilities have
been identified by the tech publication Motherboard this week. The
outlet purchased a list of devices
entering 600-plus locations over
the course of a week from the firm
SafeGraph for just $160. Both
SafeGraph and Placer.ai, the other
vendor Motherboard identified,
have pledged to stop offering that
info, but there is no guarantee that
others will do the same.
“That’s extremely worrisome
because if Motherboard can do it
then anti-abortion activists can do
it,” Eva Galperin, director of cybersecurity at the Electronic Frontier
Foundation, told The Hill.
Anti-abortion activists have
a history of targeting clinics that
perform abortions and individuals
seeking the procedure with violence
and harassment. Activist groups
have already used phone location
data to target ads at people visiting
such clinics.
And despite data sold by brokers
being stripped of personal identifiers, that anonymization is flimsy
and unlikely to hold, says Zach
Edwards, a privacy researcher who
audits mobile apps.
Especially if terminating a preg-

nancy is criminalized, Edwards
explained, law enforcement could
easily purchase anonymized data,
find some evidence of individuals traveling from a state where
abortions are banned to one where
they are not, and then subpoena for
internal data from brokers.
“[Brokers] are openly not minimizing this data internally,” he said,
referring to the process of making
data less traceable to a person.
“They only minimize it externally
and do a total shit job at it.”
The second way such data could
be obtained is from tech companies
themselves.
“Companies have to turn over
information in response to subpoenas and other legal orders about
all kinds of illegal activity all the
time,” Maréchal said.
Search engines could face subpoenas for a list of everyone who
sought out advice on how to get an
abortion, or rideshare companies
could be asked for information
about individuals visiting suspected
providers. Internet service providers in particular have data that
could be very useful for identifying
and locating individuals seeking or
providing reproductive services.
While these companies could
reject requests, more often than
not they do comply with both formal and legal requests from law
enforcement and federal agencies.
“If abortion is criminalized I
absolutely think that government
entities will demand that information and I’m not super optimistic
about companies’ abilities to fight
back effectively,” Maréchal noted.

The third way that data could
end up in the hands of law enforcement is directly from digital
devices.
Law enforcement officials have
increasingly turned to technological
tools, dubbed mobile device forensic tools by the nonprofit UpTurn,
to extract and analyze information
from suspects’ phones.
This is not a theoretical threat
— prosecutors have already used
phone data to establish intent to
terminate a pregnancy.
In a 2017 case in Mississippi,
Latice Fisher was charged with second-degree murder after showing
up to a hospital after having lost
her pregnancy. An investigation
was launched based on suspicions
tied to her failing to return for
an ultrasound after admitting to
being pregnant during a check up.
Prosecutors used searches for the
medical abortion pill misoprostol
on her phone, which she turned over
voluntarily, as evidence in their argument that she had “intentionally”
terminated her pregnancy.
“We have no reason to think
that those tools would not also be
deployed if abortion were to be
criminalized,” Cynthia Conti-Cook,
a fellow at the Ford Foundation
who closely tracks similar data
uses, told The Hill.
Civil society groups have been
pushing Congress for years to
address America’s data privacy
shortcomings. Federal legislation
has struggled to break through partisan disagreements over how laws
should interact with state standards
and whether individuals should

be able to sue those who violate
restrictions.
Legislation more closely targeted at the potential for federal
agencies to obtain data from third
party brokers without a warrant,
the Fourth Amendment is Not For
Sale Act, was introduced earlier
this term, but has not been brought
up for a committee hearing despite
bipartisan support.
“Passing the Fourth Amendment
is Not For Sale Act would make
it harder for Republican states to
persecute women by buying up big
databases of information without
warrants and then hunt down anyone seeking an abortion,” Wyden,
one of the bill’s lead sponsors, said.
“But far more needs to be done to
protect the rights of pregnant people. Every company that collects,
stores or sells personal data should
be aware that they could soon be a
tool for a radical far-right agenda
that is trying to strip women of their
fundamental privacy rights.”
In the absence of congressional
action, experts encouraged anyone
who may provide or seek pregnancy
termination services to adopt some
digital hygiene tips.
“The people who are in the
greatest danger right now and who
are likely to be in the greatest danger in the near future are abortion
providers and people who are working in abortion support networks,”
Galperin said. “Those are people
whose work needs to be thoroughly
compartmentalized from the rest of
their lives”
She recommended that while
working those people not use their
real names, use separate phones and
emails, download a privacy protecting browser and be very cautious
about installing applications on
their personal phones.
For those who may seek an
abortion in a state where doing so
is ultimately criminalized, Galperin
suggested that they avoid bringing
their phones to the procedure or
searching for methods to terminate
a pregnancy on a browser where
they’re logged into other services.
“I have spent more than a decade
working with activists who are being surveilled by their governments
often in authoritarian regimes, most
recently in Russia, and I have seen
things go very bad very quickly,”
she noted, “which is one of the
reasons why I think that people
should be thinking about their digital footprint now.”
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By Sylvan Lane
The Hill
The U.S. economy is in uncharted waters
as its rapid recovery from the coronavirus
recession runs into new obstacles.
The April jobs report released Friday
showed just how strong the economy has
remained two years into a stunning comeback
from the steepest decline since the Great
Depression. The economy added 428,000
jobs, beating economists’ expectations, as
the jobless rate remained just 0.1 percentage
points above pre-pandemic levels.
But the solid jobs report capped off a week
of deepening concern among policymakers
and investors about the longer-term prospects
of the U.S. economy. The stock market suffered its worst day of losses since the onset
of the COVID-19 pandemic on Thursday as
Wall Street braced for the Federal Reserve’s
daunting battle against inflation. While stocks
rose sharply in the wake of the Fed’s rate hike
Wednesday, the market tanked as investors
processed the lengths the bank may need
to go to bring prices down — including a
potential recession.
Here are five questions that will shape the
course of the U.S. economy.
Was April the peak for the
post-pandemic labor market?
April extended a stellar stretch of U.S. job
growth even in the face of rising inflation,
high gas prices and a decline in economic
growth during the first quarter.
The U.S. has added more than 2 million
jobs since the start of the year after a record-breaking gain of 6.5 million in 2021,
coming within 1.2 million jobs of pre-pandemic levels. The unemployment rate also
held strong at 3.6 percent, though labor force
participation declined slightly.
Economists expect the pace of hiring
to decline as higher interest rates slow the
economy and the U.S. comes within 1 million
jobs of filling the employment hole created in
2020. Even so, slower job growth would still
be close to pre-pandemic patterns, leaving the
economy in a strong position going forward.
“We expect that as the economy evolves,
both growth and monthly hiring will slow to
more familiar long-term trends of around 2
percent growth for the economy and increases
of 200,000 in hiring,” said Joe Brusuelas,
chief economist at audit and tax firm RSM.

How high will the Fed need
to hike interest rates?
After a year of rapidly rising inflation, the
Fed is ramping up its efforts to curb price
growth by raising interest rates at a faster
pace.
The central bank hiked its baseline interest
rate range by 0.5 percentage points Wednesday, twice the size of a typical rate increase,
and Fed Chair Jerome Powell said the bank
will keep going until inflation is well on its
way down from four-decade highs.
As the Fed hikes borrowing costs, consumers will pay more in interest on credit
cards, auto loans, mortgages and any credit
product or debt without a fixed interest rate.
Businesses will also face steeper costs to
borrow money and smaller profits with which
to invest and expand.
The ultimate goal is to slow the economy
enough to bring prices down, but without
causing layoffs or a recession. While Powell
has expressed confidence the Fed can do so,
some economists fear the combination of a
hot U.S. economy and threats from abroad
will make it impossible.
“The labor market remained strong in
April. That is a blessing and a curse,” wrote
Diane Swonk, chief economist at Grant
Thornton, in a Friday analysis. “Powell was
hopeful that he could derail inflation without
a ‘significant’ increase in unemployment.
Hope is not the same as reality.”
Will the Fed get any help
from supply chains?
The primary way the Fed fights inflation

is by trying to reduce demand for goods and
services, which should limit the ability of
businesses to keep raising prices.
But the Fed can do little to improve the
supply of goods limited by shortages, factory
shutdowns, port bottlenecks, COVID-19-related lockdowns in China, the war in Ukraine
and slowing economic activity abroad.
While the Fed had hoped supply chains
would normalize in time to help bring inflation down, the bank has given up on its
patient approach. That means the Fed may
need to reduce demand enough to compensate
for a limited supply, which would likely lead
to slower economic and job growth.
“It’s been a series of inflationary shocks
that are really different from anything people have seen in 40 years. We have to look
through that and look at the economy that’s
coming out the other side, and we need to
somehow find price stability out of this,”
Powell said Wednesday.
“It’s obviously going to be very challenging.”
When will the stock market
stop selling off?
The stock market has fallen steadily
throughout 2022. This week, the sell-off
kicked into overdrive.
The Dow Jones Industrial Average and
Nasdaq composite suffered their worst day
of losses since 2020 on Thursday, while the
S&P 500 index suffered its second-worst day
of the year. All three major indexes are down
more than 10 percent each from the start of
2022, with the S&P down 14 percent and the

Nasdaq down a stunning 23 percent.
“There is a significant amount of uncertainty in the market these days and it’s hard
for many to see a positive path forward.
Investors are confused (you aren’t alone!)
and the market has become more volatile,”
wrote Lindsey Bell, chief markets and money
strategist at Ally, in a Friday analysis.
While professional investors must ride the
waves of the market, Bell and other investment experts say most Americans should hold
tight, avoid panic-selling from retirement
accounts, and stick to a long-term investment
strategy. Those close to retirement may have
harder decisions to make depending on when
they plan to leave the job market and how
much money they will need to maintain their
lifestyle.
“The uncertainties seem to outweigh the
positives these days, and markets could remain rocky until clearer skies prevail. Keeping with your long-term strategy is the most
important thing right now. Sell-offs don’t last
forever, and market setbacks are typically
followed by eventual recoveries,” Bell said.
Will consumers keep powering
through high prices?
Consumer spending has risen steadily,
even when adjusted for inflation, despite
rising prices for food, fuel, housing, clothes,
health care, transportation and almost everything else the government can track.
Personal consumption expenditures, a
measure of consumer spending, still rose 1.1
percent in March, and while the gain was only
0.2 percent when adjusting for inflation, the
resilience of consumer spending beat economists’ expectations.
As the economy continues to adds jobs
and consumers are bearing the costs of inflation, some economists are more optimistic
the U.S. can handle rising rates.
“With inflation continuing at 40-year
highs, and the Fed being behind the curve on
policy, interest rates will continue to rise for
the next several months. This further tightening should continue to weigh on markets,”
said Noah Williams, an adjunct fellow at the
Manhattan Institute, in a Friday analysis.
“While a fabled “soft landing” of slowing
inflation without tipping the economy into
recession may be a difficult task, today’s jobs
report gave hope that there is some landing
room.”

causing a recession.
When the Fed raises interest rates quickly
to stop rising inflation, the steep rise in borrowing costs can slow the economy into a
recession and an increase in unemployment.
Powell and Fed officials have expressed
confidence the U.S. economy is strong
enough to withstand higher interest rates
without a stoppage in growth or joblessness
rising.
The U.S. added 1.7 million jobs over
the first three months of 2022 and had 11.5
million open jobs in March, according to the
Labor Department, a figure that amounted to
roughly two open positions for every unemployed American.
Even so, stubborn pandemic-related
supply chain snarls, port backlogs, the war
in Ukraine and slowing economic growth
abroad may make it tougher for the Fed to
curb inflation without adverse effects for the
U.S. economy.
“The surge in prices of crude oil and other

commodities that resulted from Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine is creating additional
upward pressure on inflation. And COVID
related lockdowns in China are likely to
further exacerbates supply chain disruptions
as well,” Powell said.
The Fed also announced plans to reduce
the nearly $9 trillion in Treasury bond and
mortgage-backed securities it holds on its
balance sheet. The bank began purchasing
billions of dollars in bonds each month since
March 2020 to help keep money flowing
through the financial system and stimulate
the U.S. economy and halted those purchases
last month.
The Fed will allow $30 billion in Treasury
bonds and $17.5 billion in mortgage bonds to
“run off” its balance sheet each month from
June through August. The bank will not sell
those bonds, but instead will not replace them
after they mature. The Fed will increase those
caps to $60 billion for Treasuries and $35
billion for mortgage bonds in September.

Fed hikes interest rates by half-percentage point
By Sylvan Lane
The Hill
The Federal Reserve raised its baseline
interest rate range Wednesday by two times
the size of a usual rate hike as the central
bank sprints to get ahead of rising inflation.
The Federal Open Market Committee
(FOMC), the panel of Fed officials in charge
of monetary policy, boosted interest rates by
0.5 percentage points to a target range of 0.75
to 1 percent. The bank has not raised interest
rates by more than 0.25 percentage points at
a single FOMC meeting since May 2000.
After leaving rates near zero for all of
2021, Fed Chairman Jerome Powell and
other bank leaders have pledged to quickly
bring borrowing costs back toward levels that
won’t stimulate the economy.
Top Fed officials all but confirmed they
would hike rates by 0.5 percentage points
in the weeks leading up to the May FOMC
meeting after approving a 0.25 percentage
point hike in March. All 10 voting member
of the FOMC supported the decision.
Consumer prices rose 6.6 percent over
the 12 months ending in March, according
to personal consumption expenditures price
index, the Fed’s preferred gauge of inflation.
The Fed aims for annual inflation of 2 percent
each year.
“Inflation is much too high and we understand the hardship it is causing. And
we’re moving expeditiously to bring it back
down,” Powell said during a Wednesday
press conference.
“We have both the tools we need and
the resolve that it will take to restore price
stability on behalf of American families and

businesses.”
Interest rates for mortgages, automobile
loans and other longer-terms loans were
already rising in anticipation of the Fed’s
decision. Rates on credit cards, short-term
credit products and loans with adjustable
interest rates — which lenders often tie to
the Fed’s baseline interest rate range — are
set to rise immediately.
Fed officials are hoping to bring inflation
down by reducing consumer and business
spending through higher interest rates. As
households and businesses face higher borrowing costs, they could be less willing to
spend money on goods and services. Lower
demand for goods and services could prompt
suppliers to reduce prices and curb plans to
spend money on expanding their operations.
While Fed officials are aiming to slow the
economy enough to reduce inflation without stopping growth altogether, a growing
number of economists fear the bank may
be unable to stop prices from rising without
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Intel leaks show US success in
Ukraine — but come with risks
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By Morgan Chalfant,
Laura Kelly and Mike Lillis
The Hill
The Biden administration’s decision to
step up aid to Ukraine is paying real-world
dividends, providing not only the weapons to
battle Russian forces but also the intelligence
that’s helped Ukraine kill a stunning number
of Russian generals and sink Moscow’s flagship vessel in the Baltic Sea.
While U.S. military and intelligence officials have denied their direct involvement
in those deadly strikes, the assistance has
been crucial to Ukraine’s recent battlefield
successes.
The developments highlight the delicate
dance being attempted by the Biden administration and its NATO allies, as they intensify
the fight against Russian President Vladimir
Putin while being careful not to provoke
an escalatory response from a figure who
controls the world’s largest nuclear arsenal.
“I think what it says is that the United
States is involved in this war in virtually
every way except direct fighting against the
Russians,” Richard Fontaine, CEO of the
Center for a New American Security, said of
the intelligence sharing with the Ukrainians.
At the same time, Fontaine criticized U.S.
officials for talking to the media about the
contributions intelligence sharing has made
to Ukraine’s fight, saying that the disclosures
help fuel a false Russian narrative about the
war being about NATO enlargement and a
provocative West.
“By trying to get public credit in the press
for helping to kill Russian generals and sink
Russian ships, I am afraid that that aids that
narrative in a way that is not productive,”
Fontaine said.
Ukraine has fought back the Russian
assault for 70 days and counting, bolstered
by billions of dollars in weaponry from the
U.S. and its allies that include light missile
launchers, assault drones and, more recently,
heavy artillery like Howitzers and tanks.
Biden administration officials have been
open that they are sharing battlefield intelligence with the Ukrainians but have stressed
that Kyiv is responsible for deciding what it
targets and when.
“We have consistently been sharing
intelligence that includes information the
Ukrainians can use to inform and develop
their military response to Russia’s invasion,”
White House press secretary Jen Psaki said
on March 3.

Ukraine has defeated the Russian assault
on Kyiv and dealt Moscow some embarrassing defeats, including the strike that sank the
Russian warship Moskva in April. Ukrainian
officials have also said that their forces have
killed at least half a dozen Russian generals
and even more high-ranking Russian commanders.
A series of reports this week provided a
window into the degree to which U.S. intelligence sharing has bolstered those efforts.
The New York Times reported that the U.S.
intelligence helped Ukraine target and kill
Russian generals, but noted that officials
said the U.S. prohibits itself from providing
intelligence “about the most senior Russian
leaders.”
The Washington Post and other outlets a
day later reported that U.S. intelligence also
aided Ukraine in downing the Russian ship.
The headlines drew swift rebuke from
the administration — calling them misleading — and criticism from foreign affairs
and national security professionals that the
anonymous U.S. officials cited in the reports
undermine Ukraine’s battlefield successes
and bolster Kremlin propaganda that the West
is targeting Russia.
Psaki called the reports about the Russian
warship, the Moskva, “inaccurate” during a
gaggle with reporters aboard Air Force One.
“The view is that, one, this is an inaccurate
overclaiming of our role and an underclaiming in the role of the Ukrainians,” Psaki said,
noting that she spoke to President Biden and
his national security adviser, Jake Sullivan.
Pentagon press secretary John Kirby,
who had earlier put out a statement that the
U.S. did not provide Ukraine with specific

targeting information for the Moskva, told
reporters on Friday that Kyiv does not notify
Washington about its Russian targets.
“We provide them useful, relevant intelligence so that they can better defend
themselves,” he said. “They are under no
obligation to tell us how they’re going to use
that information.”
He added that the U.S. is not the “sole
source of intelligence and information to the
Ukrainians,” citing that other nations provide
intelligence, without naming them specifically, and Ukrainian’s own intelligence-gathering capabilities.
House Intelligence Committee Chairman
Adam Schiff (D-Calif.) said that the Biden
administration is balancing the need to share
with Ukraine the intelligence it needs without
escalating the conflict between the U.S. and
Russia.
“We are providing real-time intelligence
to Ukraine to help them defend itself. I
don’t think the administration wants to go
into specifics about just what kind or what
circumstances,” he told CNN on Thursday.
James Clapper, former director of Intelligence under the Obama administration,
noted that, as is the case when the U.S. shares
weaponry with Ukraine, it does not “attach
conditional strings” to what Ukrainians use
that intelligence for.
“We don’t share it with them with such
caveats, as ‘here’s some good intelligence we
have confidence in, but don’t use it to help
kill generals, or sink ships,’ “ he said.
Clapper also noted the Ukrainians have
their own intelligence apparatus and the
information the U.S. is providing would be
complemented by intelligence from other

allies, like the U.K. and Poland.
John Herbst, senior director of the Atlantic
Council’s Eurasia Center and who served as
ambassador to Ukraine, called the reports
“odd given how concerned [administration
officials] were before about provoking Putin
they are now doing this, which obviously can
be considered a provocation.”
Herbst, who advocates for sending to
Ukraine U.S.-made multiple rocket launchers
and the Polish-owned MiG fighter jets that
were rebuffed by the administration, said
that from his perspective the U.S. could be
providing even more actionable intelligence
than is being observed.
“My understanding is that we are not
providing what I believe we should be, which
is continuous real time intelligence about
Russian military assets. We provide some,
but it’s short of what I’ve just said.”
Administration officials have stressed that
the broad picture of U.S. support to Ukraine,
and that includes the intelligence sharing,
has been decisive in helping Kyiv push back
against Russia’s aggression.
“The most visible line of effort is the
weapons,” said Charles Kupchan, a senior
fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations
who served on former President Obama’s National Security Council. “But there are other
lines of effort that have been very important,
including the sharing of intelligence and help
with cybersecurity.”
Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin said
the administration’s objective was not only
to help Kyiv fend off Russian forces, but
also to damage Moscow in ways that would
prevent similar acts of Russian aggression in
the future — a message the administration
had studiously avoided in the earlier stages
of the conflict.
“We want to see Russia weakened to the
degree that it can’t do the kinds of things that
it has done in invading Ukraine,” Austin said
while visiting Poland last month and following a high-stakes visit to Kyiv.
Congress is currently drafting legislation
to meet Biden’s latest request of $33 billion
in additional funding for the fight, primarily
in the form of arms, ammunition and increasingly sophisticated weapons systems.
Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.), dismissing the growing costs as a simple necessity,
has said votes on the legislation could happen
as soon as next week.
“Can we afford it? We can’t afford not to
do it,” she said last week.

US diplomats arrive in Kyiv ahead of
resumption of embassy operations
By Mychael Schnell
The Hill
U.S. diplomats are beginning to
arrive in Kyiv as America prepares
to restart embassy operations in
the Ukrainian capital city for the
first time since Russia began its
invasion.
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken told Ukrainian Foreign
Minister Dmytro Kuleba during a
phone call on Sunday that a small
group of diplomats, in addition to
State Department security, took
a trip to the embassy in Kyiv to
prepare for its resumption of operations.
“The Secretary informed Foreign Minister Kuleba that our
Charge d’Affaires Kristina Kvien

and a small group of diplomats,
accompanied by State Department
security, traveled to Kyiv to conduct diplomatic engagement in
advance of the planned resumption
of Embassy Kyiv operations, as

Lockheed Martin to ramp up
javelin missile production
By Monique Beals
The Hill
Lockheed Martin CEO Jim Taiclet said on Sunday that his company would nearly double production
of their javelin missiles as the U.S.
has sent hundreds of the weapons to
aid Ukraine’s resistance to Russia’s
invasion.
“Right now, our capacity is
2,100 Javelin missiles per year.
We’re endeavoring to take that up
to 4,000 per year, and that will take
a number of months, maybe even a
couple of years to get there because
we have to get our supply chain
to also crank up,” Taiclet said on
CBS’s “Face the Nation.”
“We’re starting now to ramp
it up because we have an active
production line right now that the
president saw,” he added, referencing President Biden’s recent
trip to a Lockheed Martin facility
in Troy, Ala.
“So we can start turning up the
heat now and ramping the production immediately because of those
circumstances,” he also said.
Taiclet said the war in Ukraine
has “highlighted a couple of really

the Secretary pledged to President
Zelenskyy they would during his
most recent visit to Kyiv,” State
Department spokesman Ned Price
wrote in a readout of the call.
The U.S. Embassy in Kyiv announced on Twitter on Sunday that
Kvien had arrived in Kyiv.
“Just arrived in Kyiv! Delighted
to be back on Victory in Europe
Day. Slava Ukraini! We #standwithUkraine,” the tweet from the
embassy reads.
The return of diplomats to the

embassy in Ukraine’s capital city
comes after the U.S. suspended
embassy operations in Ukraine in
February as Russia’s invasion was
just beginning. The U.S. had initially moved operations from Kyiv
to the western city of Lviv before
relocating to Poland.
Last month, Blinken told reporters that American diplomats would
return to Ukraine and “then start
the process of looking at how we
actually reopen the embassy itself
in Kyiv.”
“I think that will take place over
a couple of weeks, would be my
expectation. We’re doing it deliberately, we’re doing it carefully,
we’re doing it with the security of
our personnel foremost in mind,
but we’re doing it,” Blinken added.
The announcement came following a visit by Blinken and
Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin.
Blinken on Sunday also spoke
to Kuleba about additional aid the
U.S. will send to Ukraine to help
bolster its defense against Russia’s

invasion. President Biden late last
month asked Congress to authorize
$33 billion worth of additional security, economic and humanitarian
assistance to support Ukraine.
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi
(D-Calif.) on Wednesday said the
lower chamber could vote on the
Ukrainian aid legislation as soon
as this coming week.
“The Secretary emphasized the
United States’ enduring commitment to Ukraine and its ultimate
victory against Russian aggression,” Price said in the readout.
Blinken also commemorated
Ukraine’s Day of Remembrance
and Reconciliation, which marks
the anniversary of World War II
ending in Europe.
“Secretary of State Antony J.
Blinken spoke by phone today
with Ukrainian Foreign Minister
Dmytro Kuleba to commemorate
Ukraine’s Day of Remembrance
and Reconciliation to recognize the
sacrifices of those lost in World War
II,” Price said.
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important things for us,” including
the “need to have superior systems
in large enough numbers” to meet
demand and “control of the airspace.”
The U.S. government has been
looking to defense contractors to
backfill the military’s supply of
weapons so the U.S. can continue
to ensure Ukraine can defend itself
against Moscow’s forces.
Last week, the Pentagon moved
$1.45 billion to the Army and
Marine Corps to restock Javelin
anti-tank and Stinger anti-aircraft missiles that the U.S. sent to
Ukraine.
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By Ellen Mitchell
The Hill
The U.S. military is ramping up its
weapons training for Ukrainian forces, with
hundreds now being trained on artillery
systems, drones and radars, defense officials
said Wednesday.
The effort, which involves taking Ukrainians out of their country to train at multiple locations in Europe, has picked up significantly
after the Pentagon in early April revealed it
trained about a dozen such troops on how to
use Switchblade drones.
Now, more than 220 Ukrainians have
been trained on U.S. artillery, particularly
the M777 Howitzer, a 10,000-pound system
that can be towed by vehicles and hit targets
up to 18 miles away with 155 mm rounds.
Washington has promised 90 such systems
to Kyiv.
Another 20 Ukrainian soldiers on Sunday
finished a week-long training course on the
newly developed Phoenix Ghost unmanned
aerial system, 121 of which are being sent
to Ukraine.
“And there’s more of that coming,” a
senior U.S. defense official said Monday,
noting that another 50-plus Ukrainians would
arrive at one of the sites to begin their training
later this week.
“We are running them through a streamlined course here on the new equipment that
they’ll be receiving. The goal in all of this is
to get them back as soon as possible, so that
then they can train others within their army on
the equipment,” Gen. Joseph Hilbert, head of
the 7th Army Training Command in Europe,
told reporters Tuesday.
American forces training Ukrainian troops
is nothing new, though the Pentagon has had
to make some adjustments on how to go about

such activities since Russia attacked Ukraine
on Feb. 24.
Over the last seven years, the U.S. has
trained some 23,000 Ukrainian soldiers inside
the country, a $126 million effort, with training provided mostly by American National
Guard troops, according to Hilbert.
That training began in 2015 — after Russian-backed separatists began fighting in the
Donbas region of Ukraine — and ran up until
early this year, when the threat of the incoming Russian invasion forced the Pentagon to
pull U.S. forces from Ukraine.
In addition, Ukrainian forces have taken
part in more than a dozen large war drills
with U.S. troops in Germany since 2015,
according to Hilbert.
Ahead of Russia’s invasion, the U.S. military was also planning for Ukrainian troops
to lead a division-level exercise across the
country.

Among the U.S. troops pulled out of
Ukraine earlier this year were 160 members
of the Florida National Guard, who had been
training Ukrainians at the Yavoriv Combat
Training Center in Lviv.
“One of the lowest parts of the mission
… was when we had to pull them out of
Ukraine, out of the operation back in February,” Hilbert said.
Now U.S. forces, including Florida Guard
members, are back instructing the Ukrainians
from locations outside the country, with the
Pentagon first revealing late last month that
it had begun training Ukrainians on artillery
systems and radars at U.S. military installations in Germany.
Among the locations is Grafenwöhr, home
of U.S. Army Garrison Bavaria, where about
50 to 60 Ukrainian troops have been instructed on howitzers. That first group is now back
in their country and another tranche of 50 to

60 soldiers are being trained.
Hilbert said the Ukrainians training there
already have a background with what they’re
using, “so for the howitzers, they are already
Ukrainian artillerymen.”
Though defense officials have declined
to offer specifics on the other locations of
training and equipment involved, Hilbert said
the troops are taking their training “to heart.”
“They understand how to operate it and
employ it as effectively as they can on their
own and in accordance with their own tactics
and their own doctrine,” Hilbert said of the
weapons and equipment. “The soldiers that
we are receiving here are absolutely motivated, incredibly professional.”
Lt. Col. Jeremy “Todd” Hopkins, deputy
commander for the Florida National Guard’s
53rd Infantry Brigade Combat Team, described a scene only a few days prior when
a Ukrainian soldier, during a lunch break,
heard that his hometown was being attacked.
“He and his team immediately stopped
with what they were doing and stopped eating
their lunch and went back to training knowing that that was how they were going to go
back and support their homeland,” Hopkins
told reporters.
The training is not without its “natural
challenges,” Hilbert noted, including the difficulties with overcoming language barriers
when describing more technical pieces of
weapons and equipment.
The U.S. also must adapt lessons based
off of what’s happening on the ground in
battles in Ukraine. “We’re absolutely paying
attention to what is happening out there and
we’re absolutely incorporating the lessons
observed and the lessons that we learned in
a part of training that we do, and that’s across
the whole force,” Hilbert said.

terruption. Congress should quickly provide
the requested funding to strengthen Ukraine
on the battlefield and at the negotiating table,”
Biden said.
Congress is currently drafting legislation
to meet the administration’s request. There
is bipartisan support for providing more
assistance to Ukraine, but the process of approving it may be complicated by a separate
administration request for more COVID-19

pandemic assistance.
While some in the administration would
like to see the COVID-19 and Ukraine
funding tied together and passed in one bill,
Republicans have been skeptical of the need
for additional pandemic funding.
The Biden administration has sent billions
in assistance, including heavy weapons, to
Ukraine since Russia invaded the country on
Feb. 24. Biden last announced an assistance
package on April 21 that totaled $800 million.
Ukraine, bolstered by assistance from the
U.S. and its allies, repelled Russia’s effort to
seize the capital of Kyiv and has delt Moscow
some embarrassing losses in the more than
two months since the invasion began.
The new assistance package comes days
before Victory Day, the May 9 holiday on
which Moscow marks the country’s victory
over Nazi Germany in World War II. Typically, Russia celebrates the holiday with a massive military parade, but this year some have
speculated that Russian President Vladimir
Putin might use the day to formally declare
war on Ukraine.
The White House has warned that Russia
could try to annex more Ukrainian territory
on May 9.
Biden is scheduled to hold a call with other
Group of Seven (G7) leaders and Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelensky on Sunday.

Biden says US will send more aid to Ukraine
By Morgan Chalfant
The Hill
President Biden on Friday announced
another security assistance package for
Ukraine totaling $150 million he said would
include artillery munitions, radars and other
equipment.
“Today, the United States is continuing
our strong support for the brave people of
Ukraine as they defend their country against
Russia’s ongoing aggression,” Biden said in
a statement.
Biden warned the latest round of assistance would nearly exhaust the military
assistance that Congress has approved for the
administration to deliver to Ukraine.
Congress in March authorized $13.6 billion in security, economic and humanitarian
assistance to Ukraine. The White House had
previously said that the administration had
about $250 million in military assistance left.
On Friday, Biden pressed Congress to
quickly approve more assistance for Ukraine.
The White House has asked for $33 billion
in additional security, economic and humanitarian assistance to help Ukraine fight
the Russian war and address the impacts of
the conflict. The administration believes that
amount of assistance is needed to sustain
Ukraine over the next five months.
“With today’s announcement, my Ad-

ministration has nearly exhausted funding
that can be used to send security assistance
through drawdown authorities for Ukraine,”
Biden said in the statement Friday announcing the new assistance.
“For Ukraine to succeed in this next phase
of war its international partners, including
the U.S., must continue to demonstrate our
unity and our resolve to keep the weapons and
ammunition flowing to Ukraine, without in-

US will bar Russia from accounting and
consulting services in new sanctions pkg
By Morgan Chalfant
The Hill
The White House announced
Sunday that the United States will
bar Russian companies and citizens
from using U.S. accounting, marketing and consulting services as
part of a new package of sanctions
designed to further punish Moscow
for its war in Ukraine.
The U.S. is also moving to
sanction three major Russian-state
controlled television stations and
impose more export controls on
Russia’s industrial sector, according
to a White House fact sheet.
And the package includes new
visa restrictions on 2,600 Russian
and Belarusian officials as well as
sanctions on Russian bank executives, among them 27 Gazprombank executives.
“Today’s actions are a continuation of the systematic and methodical removal of Russia from
the global financial and economic
system,” a senior Biden administration official said on a call with
reporters previewing the actions.
“The message is there will be no
safe haven for the Russian economy if [Russian President Vladimir]
Putin’s invasion continues.”

President Biden held a call with
other Group of Seven (G-7) leaders
and Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky on Sunday during which
the new measures were likely to be
a topic of discussion.
The G-7 leaders on Sunday
are committing “to phasing out
or banning the import of Russian
oil,” according to the White House
fact sheet, which did not include a
timeline on that commitment. The
U.S. has already banned imports of
Russian oil and natural gas, but European nations are far more reliant
on Russian energy exports.
The announcement comes a day

before Russia’s Victory Day, on
which some have speculated Putin
could try to declare some symbolic
victory against Ukraine despite
heavy losses and challenges on the
Russian side.
The new U.S. ban on accounting,
marketing and consulting services
to Russian individuals mirrors a
similar action the United Kingdom
took last week. The senior Biden
administration official confirmed
that the ban does not extend to legal
services but noted the administration is constantly reevaluating its
sanctions and could expand them.
“We made a judgment, at least

for now, that if there was a desire
to seek due process through a U.S.
lawyer, we would allow that to
continue,” the official said.
The U.S. is also sanctioning
Channel One Russia, Russia’s
Channel One television and NTV
Broadcasting Company, which the
White House said are among the
biggest recipients of foreign money.
“After today, no U.S. company
can be in the business of funding or
supporting the disinformation machine that makes the truth of Putin’s
barbaric invasion behind lies and
deceit,” the senior administration
official told reporters.
Meanwhile, the new export controls will prohibit U.S. exports of
industrial products such as engines

and bulldozers to Russia. Those
restrictions are expected to go into
effect on Monday, the official said.
The official also said that the
sanctions on executives at Gazprombank, which serves Russian
gas giant Gazprom, represent the
first time the U.S. is sanctioning
someone associated with that bank
and signal that the financial institution is not a “safe haven” for Russia.
The U.S. and its allies have
steadily imposed sanctions on
Moscow in response to the Russian
invasion in Ukraine, which began
more than two months ago.
The new U.S. sanctions are
expected to be followed by complementary actions by the European
Union.
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2000 Cheating Husbands

By Wayne Allyn Root
Do you believe the 2020 election was stolen? Do you need more proof? Then watch the
“2000 Mules” movie coming out this week.
How powerful is “2000 Mules?” Why do
you think the Supreme Court decision on
Roe vs. Wade was leaked right at this exact
moment? This is the first Supreme Court decision that has ever been leaked in the history
of America. And this historic criminal act just
happened to occur on the eve of the release
of “2000 Mules?”
The goal of this leak is to distract from
the concrete proof of a stolen presidential
election. Now abortion is in the headlines day
and night. It will be all anyone talks about
24/7 for months. The proof of a stolen election will be drowned out by this high-profile
controversial debate over abortion.
And look who this once-in-a-lifetime
leak targets — female voters. It’s no coincidence.
But I have a powerful message for female
voters, wives and mothers. Ladies, have you
ever had a boyfriend, lover, or husband cheat
on you? Did you need actual proof of your
husband cheating to know he cheated?
Or would this be this enough to know
for sure…
Your husband comes home at 3 AM, reeking of booze, lipstick on his collar, hickey on
his neck, the smell of a woman’s perfume on
his body, and when you ask him where he’s
been, he replies…
“Shut up. I did nothing wrong. You’re a
crazy woman. You’re a conspiracy theorist.
No, you can’t look at my cell phone, or text
messages. No, you can’t look at the GPS of

my phone. How dare you ask. If you ever talk
about this again, I’ll cut off your income and
kick you out of this home. Good luck being
homeless on the streets.”
What would any woman believe at that
point? Do you need any further “proof?”
Or is your husband’s reaction all the proof
you need? Are you “crazy” or a “conspiracy
theorist” for seeing the truth with your own
eyes? Which do you believe: your own eyes,
or your husband’s lies?
That’s the 2020 election to a T. We all
know what happened. We don’t need what
Democrats and the media call “proof.” The
Democrats’ angry response is the proof. The
media’s coverup is the proof.
They call us “crazy.” They call us “conspiracy theorists.” They refuse any investigation. They fight against forensic audits with
armies of lawyers. They ban any discussion.

They refuse any debate. Is this normal?
They ban us, censor us, shadow-ban us,
burn our books (in this case, our free speech)
— by kicking us off Twitter, FB, YouTube,
or Instagram, for even a mention of a stolen
election. What are they so afraid of?
They deny what we can see on video with
our own eyes- videos of…
—Detroit City Clerk vans arriving at 3
AM to the counting room in Detroit with
boxes of hundreds of thousands of ballots…
—Georgia election workers pulling out
suitcases stuffed full of ballots, after the
room is emptied due to a false report of a
burst pipe…
—Videos of election workers running the
same ballots through the counting machines
many times…
—Videos of “mules” stuffing ballot drop
boxes in the middle of the night with thou-

sands of ballots, after coming directly from
Democrat Party headquarters.
Democrats and the media couldn’t care
less about the sworn testimony of a USPS
truck driver in Pennsylvania who swears he
drove a million ballots from Long Island to
Pennsylvania days after the election.
They couldn’t care less that in Georgia,
only days before the election, the Elections
Dept ordered (and paid for) one million mailin ballots from a printer — even though they
had no time to mail any of them. Why waste
all that money? Or was the plan to fill the
ballots out after election day? Move along,
nothing to see here.
They couldn’t care less that in Wisconsin,
elderly Americans (many with dementia)
voted in all-time record numbers at nursing
homes…100 percent turnout… all for Joe
Biden.
There’s “no proof” they say. There’s actually plenty of proof, but that’s why media,
social media and Democrats have banned any
discussion, or debate. The mainstream media
and social media have conspired to make it
disappear — just like Hunter Biden’s laptop.
But the only proof any smart wife or mother needs is the response. Just like a cheating
husband, the Democrats’ response is so rancid, so ridiculous, so over-the-top with fake
outrage, we all know the truth. The proof is
in the response of the cheater. WE KNOW.
If you made a bet on the election (as I
did), you know. Trump was running away
with a landslide electoral victory, a landslide
8 to 1 betting favorite, at Midnight of Election Night, when suddenly five key states
(See Root, Page 18)

If he goes ahead, it would be near-inconceivable that Vice President Harris would
challenge him. Harris’s road to the White
House either involves a fork in the road
where Biden doesn’t seek a second term or
a timeline that doesn’t put her at the top of
the ticket until 2028.
Biden could face a challenge from the
left, but Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) has tried
and failed twice to win the presidency and
will turn 81 this year. Sen. Elizabeth Warren
(D-Mass.) has appeared to rule out a 2024
White House bid.
On the Republican side, Trump has once
again defied the odds, failing to be relegated
to the margins of American public life as
many critics thought he would be after the
Capitol riot. Eighty-one percent of Republican voters have a favorable view of Trump,
according to an Economist-YouGov poll
earlier this week.
Even Sen. Mitt Romney (Utah), the only
Republican senator to vote to convict Trump

after both of his impeachments, said this
week that the former president would “very
likely” be the GOP nominee if he runs in
2024.
Further fueling the prospect of a return
bout between the two men is the idea, pushed
by partisans on either side, that each one is
particularly well suited to the fight against
the other.
Democratic strategist Joel Payne argued
that “if you have Trump’s chaos injected into
a race, the comfort and ease of Joe Biden
seems to be a pretty good antidote.”
Trump allies believe that Biden will be
weaker when he has to defend his own record in office. They also point to what they
perceive to be a lack of vigor on the part of
the incumbent president.
Lewandowski predicted that, as the next
election appears on the horizon, “when the
average American goes back to the central
question of ‘Am I better off today than I was
four years ago?’, by every single metric the
answer is ‘No.’ “
To be sure, much could change between
now and 2024. Biden or Trump could decide
not to even contest the presidency. And, if
they do go forward, they face real challenges.
In the FiveThirtyEight polling average
on Friday, Biden’s job performance won the
approval of 42 percent of Americans but the
disapproval of 52 percent.
The Economist-YouGov poll indicated
that 40 percent of adults held a favorable
view of Trump while 55 percent held an
unfavorable view.
But it’s hard right now to imagine either
Biden or Trump stepping away from the fight.
*****
Niall Stanage writes on politics for the
Hill.

seats rated as “tossups,” compared to only
eight for GOP-held seats, although those
numbers will change as the redistricting
process unfolds.
Sabato’s Crystal Ball also sees a GOP
win, albeit by a more modest margin. The
website notes that Democrats already lost a
bunch of seats in 2020, which could reduce
the carnage this year.
They’re projecting a Republican gain of
19 seats — still more than enough to take
control.
There are four key reasons that nearly
every projection has the Republicans easily
taking control.
First, there’s the fact that the party of a

new president has lost an average of 29 House
seats in every midterm election.
Second, Americans are livid over historic
inflation and early warning signs of a looming
recession — and Davison told Politico that
GOP candidates have been doing well this
cycle so far by focusing on those types of
“kitchen table” issues.
“What people remember, what voters
remember to keep it simple, is that gas was
lower when Trump was president and it’s
higher now,” she said.
Third, Joe Biden remains a deeply unpopular president, with an approval rating
barely above 40 percent. He’s so disliked that
some Democrats are quietly telling the White
House they don’t want Biden stumping for
them on the campaign trail.
And fourth, not only is Congress itself
is deeply unpopular, but most Americans
believe the country is on the wrong track…
circumstances where the public sentiment is
usually bad news for incumbents.
Spain warned Republicans just one thing
could undermine them — and that’s going
off message.
“[If] you’re re-litigating the 2020 election,
and whether or not there was a legitimate
outcome to it, then you are not on message,”
he said. “And you’re frankly putting your
candidacy at risk.”
In other words, stick to the kitchen table.
Walter W. Murray is a reporter for The
Horn News. He is an outspoken conservative
and a survival expert.

Trump, Biden allies crave 2024 rematch

By Niall Stanage
The prospect of a White House rematch
between President Biden and former President Trump is coming into focus. And there’s
nothing that backers of either man would
like more.
“If the election were held today, Trump
would win by 6 points,” enthused Corey
Lewandowski, the Trump ally who served
as the former president’s campaign manager
in the early stages of the 2016 election cycle.
Asked about other plausible Democratic
nominees should Biden decide not to seek
a second term, Lewandowski insisted “Joe
Biden would be my first choice” as an opponent.
On the other side of the equation, Democrat Dick Harpootlian, who served on Biden’s
2020 campaign finance committee, said, “I
am praying for Donald Trump to be the nominee … Trump represents the worst aspects of
the Republican Party and I am convinced that
absence will not make the heart grow fonder.”
Harpootlian, a longtime fixture of South
Carolina politics known for his colorful turns
of phrase, gleefully branded the former president “crazy as a shithouse rat.”
Biden and Trump journeyed to key states
Friday, giving a split-screen preview of what
a 2024 campaign would look like.
Biden made the case for his manufacturing agenda in Ohio, a historical bellwether
state that has trended sharply Republican in
recent years.
Trump held a rally in Pennsylvania in
support of TV personality Mehmet Oz, whom
the former president has endorsed in the U.S.
Senate primary in the Keystone State.
Trump and Oz were joined onstage by
J.D. Vance, the author catapulted to victory
in Ohio’s GOP Senate primary three days

previously by Trump’s April endorsement.
Vance had been trailing in third place in the
polls until the former president backed him.
Plenty of Americans will recoil from the
idea of a Biden-Trump rematch.
They will remember the public tensions
that spiraled during the 2020 campaign,
chaotic presidential debates and the protests
sparked by Trump’s false claims of election
fraud that reached their nadir with the Jan. 6
Capitol insurrection.
Looking ahead, the nation also confronts
the possibility of a 2024 contest in which
the younger of the two candidates, Trump,
would be 78 on Election Day. Biden would
be 81 by then.
Still, voters who blanch at the idea of a
Biden-Trump rematch face the same question
that fixates Washington insiders: Who else
but Biden and Trump are realistically likely
to be their party nominees?
Biden gives every appearance of wanting
to run for a second term.

2022 midterms results: GOP will gain

By Walter W. Murray
Longtime political insiders say it’s no
longer a question of if the Republicans retake
control over the House of Representatives
after this autumn’s midterm elections.
Only by how much.
And so far, the smart money says it’ll be
by a lot.
Kristin Davison, a Republican strategist
with Axiom Strategies, told Politico she
expected the GOP to gain between 30 and
40 seats in the House.
Ken Spain, a GOP consultant with Narrative Strategies, predicted upward of 30
in the same segment — and added that he
expects Republicans to take control over the
Senate, too.
“I really think 2022 is going to be the
election of the angry suburban mom,” he
predicted, saying they are especially angry
over — and motivated by — issues related
to education, immigration, and crime.
Former Rep. Will Hurd, R-Tex., made
a similar prediction on CNN, saying there
would be a “red wave” and that the surge
would be driven in part by record turnout
among Latinos voting Republican — with
many motivated by crime and border security.
GOP pickup of 30-40 seats would give
them between 240 and 250 seats in total.
That would be more than enough to take
control over the chamber, where the GOP
needs to flip just three or four seats, depending on the outcome of currently vacant
districts.

Any extra padding on top of that would
give House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy, R-Calif., more wiggle room in dealing
with the handful of lawmakers within his
own conference who have publicly come out
against him… and that, in turn, could ensure
him a smooth path to the speaker’s gavel.
While many of the newest predictions
come from partisan sources, most independent observers also agree.
The nonpartisan Cook Political Report
hasn’t released its full projections yet, but
already has Republicans with 197 seats that
are either solid, likely, or leaning toward
them… versus just 172 for the Democrats.
They also have 18 current Democratic
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From court packing to leaking to doxing: White
House yields to a national rage addiction

By Jonathan Turley
Nearly 70 years ago, a little-known lawyer named Joseph
Welch famously confronted Sen.
Joseph McCarthy (D-Wis.) in
defense of a young man hounded
over alleged un-American views.
Welch told McCarthy that “I think
I have never really gauged … your
recklessness” before asking: “Have
you no sense of decency, sir? At
long last, have you left no sense of
decency?”
It was a defining moment in
American politics as Welch called
out a politician who had abandoned
any semblance of principle in the
pursuit of political advantage. This
week, the same scene played out in
the White House with one striking
difference: This was no Joseph
Welch to be found.
After someone in the Supreme
Court leaked a draft opinion in the
case of Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s
Health Organization, a virtual flashmob formed around the court and
its members demanding retributive
justice. This included renewed calls
for court “packing,” as well as the
potential targeting of individual
justices at their homes. Like the
leaking of the opinion itself, the
doxing of justices and their families
is being treated as fair game in our
age of rage.
There is more than a license
to this rage; there is an addiction
to it. That was evident in March
2020 when Senate Majority Leader
Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.) stood
in front of the Supreme Court to
threaten Justices Neil Gorsuch and
Brett Kavanaugh by name: “I want
to tell you, Gorsuch, I want to tell
you, Kavanaugh, you have released
the whirlwind and you will pay the
price! You won’t know what hit you
if you go forward with these awful
decisions.” Schumer’s reckless
rhetoric was celebrated, not condemned, by many on the left, even
after he attempted to walk it back
by stating that “I should not have
used the words I used … they did
not come out the way I intended to.”
What occurred at the White
House this week is even more troubling. When asked for a response to
the leaking of a justice’s draft opin-

Root

(Continued from Page 17)
announced at the same time, for
the first time in history, that they
were stopping the vote count until
morning. Nothing strange there.
Nothing suspicious there.
Why did five states stop counting, for the first time in history?
Trump had insurmountable leads
in all 5 states. Yet when we woke
up, the leads were gone. Hundreds
of thousands of new votes… almost
100 percent for Biden… were
found overnight. And they were
only found with no GOP witnesses
in the counting room. No problem
there, right?
But if you’re still unsure, watch
“2000 Mules” to see how millions
of fake ballots were flooded into
battleground states to steal the
election.
But you don’t need “2000
Mules” to know for sure. “2000
Cheating Husbands” tells the
real story.
Simply tell every Democrat in
America that you believe the 2020
election was stolen. Then watch
their reaction. They’ll act exactly
like your cheating husband, at 3
AM, with lipstick on his collar.
That’s why I aimed this commentary directly at female voters,
wives and mothers. To anyone who
has ever suffered a cheating boyfriend, lover or husband. Because,
you know what cheating looks like,
you know how cheaters act.
Now that we all know the 2020
election was stolen, the important
question is…
What are we going to do about
it?
*****
Wayne Allyn Root is known as
“the Conservative Warrior.” “The
Great Patriot Protest & Boycott
Book” is Wayne’s new #1 bestseller.
Wayne is a CEO, entrepreneur and
host of the nationally-syndicated
“Wayne Allyn Root: Raw & Unfiltered” aired daily in Las Vegas on
KMZQ, 670 AM from 3 p.m. to 7
p.m. and the “WAR RAW” podcast.
Read Wayne’s commentaries and
see his videos at ROOTforAmerica.
com

ion, White House press secretary
Jen Psaki declined to condemn the
leaker and said the real issue was
the opinion itself. Then she was
asked about the potential targeting
of justices and their families at their
homes, and whether that might be
considered extreme. It should have
been another easy question; few
Americans would approve of such
doxing, particularly since some of
the justices have young children
at home. Yet Psaki declared that
“I don’t have an official U.S. government position on where people
protest,” adding that “peaceful
protest is not extreme.“
In reality, not having an official
position on doxing and harassing
Supreme Court justices and their
families is a policy.
Whether protests are judged to
be extreme seems often to depend
upon their underlying viewpoints.
When Westboro Baptist Church
activists protested at the funeral of
Beau Biden, it was peaceful — but
many critics rightly condemned

the demonstration as extreme;
some even approved of Westboro
activists being physically assaulted.
When the church brought its case
before the Supreme Court, some
of us supported its claims despite
our vehement disagreement with
their views, but 42 senators filed
an amicus brief asking the court to
deny free-speech protections for
such protests. The court ultimately
ruled 8-1 in favor of the church.
In this case, the Biden administration and the Justice Department
have condemned the court’s leaked
draft — but not the threatened protests at justices’ homes, even though
those arguably could be treated as a
crime. Under 18 U.S.C. 1507, it is a
federal crime to protest near a residence occupied by a judge or jury
with the intent to influence their
decisions in pending cases, and this
case remains pending. (Ironically,
prosecution could be difficult if the
protesters said they had no intent
other than to vent anger.)
Even if protests at justices’

homes are constitutionally protected, that does not make them right,
any more than the lawful Army-McCarthy hearings of 1954 were right.
In 1954, the left was targeted for
its political views; today, it is the
left which is calling for censorship,
blacklisting and doxing. In such
moments of reckless rage, presidents often have become calming
voices, tempering extremist passions in their own parties. When
they have failed to do so, history has
judged them harshly, as in the case
of President Eisenhower’s belated
condemnation of Sen. McCarthy,
something he reportedly regretted
for the rest of his life.
President Biden has repeatedly
shown that polls, not principles,
guide his presidency. He showed
integrity as a senator by denouncing
court packing as a “bonehead …
terrible, terrible” idea. However,
he has stayed silent as today’s
Democrats have pushed to pack
the court with an instant liberal
majority, a demand that increased
this week. Biden long supported
the Senate’s filibuster rule and said
efforts to eliminate it would be “disastrous” — but when today’s mob
formed, he flipped and denounced
the filibuster as a “relic” of the Jim
Crow era.
Even on abortion, Biden has
shifted with the polls. He once
opposed Roe v. Wade and supported an amendment that would
negate the decision. At the time,
he declared that “I don’t think that
a woman has the sole right to say
what should happen to her body.”
Now President Biden has switched
his position without really switching his logic. He recently declared
that he supported Roe because “I’m
just a child of God; I exist” and
thus can decide what happens to his

body. Accordingly, he denounced
the Supreme Court’s draft opinion
as “radical” and affirmed the right
of a woman “to abort a child.“
Whether it is court leaking,
packing, doxing or other tactics,
many Democratic politicians and
pundits continue to follow the mob
rather than risk its ire.
Our national addiction to rage is
captured in three indelible images.
In June 2020, there was the White
House surrounded by security fencing after nights of arson and rioting;
in January 2021, Congress was surrounded by the same fencing after
rioting that momentarily halted
the certification of the presidential
election. Now the set is complete
with photos of the Supreme Court
encased in the same fencing.
All three branches, having to be
protected from enraged citizens on
the left or the right.
Schumer’s 2020 pledge that
justices would “pay the price” has
been realized as they and their
families are now bunkered in their
homes. Despite the shocking image
of a court system under attack, President Biden has not mustered the
courage to dissuade these protesters. He appears to be following the
lead of French revolutionary Abbe
Sieyes, who watched as his 178999 revolution spun out of control;
asked what he had done during “the
Terror,” he replied: “I survived.”
President Biden is now in survival mode, too. It seems he does
not lack decency, just the courage
to defend it.
*****
Jonathan Turley is the Shapiro
Professor of Public Interest Law
at George Washington University.
Follow him on Twitter @JonathanTurley.
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A government big enough to give you everything you want, is strong enough to take everything you have. — Thomas Jefferson

Our Point of View

Who are the real
‘insurrectionists’? See
them in ‘2000 Mules’

Guest editorial by Joseph Farah
With the release of the film “2000 Mules,” the overwhelmingly evidence, beyond a shadow of a doubt, that the
2000 election was stolen, rigged and covered up becomes
clear for all to see.
There were countless acts of “insurrection” involved.
Democrats were successful at committing treason. It was a
coup d’état. It was an outright act of rebellion, a successful
revolution, an overthrow not just of a democratic election
but a coordinated effort to defraud even the Founding
Fathers of this great country.
What a betrayal of those Democrats’ oaths of office
— and the pledge of allegiance, the Constitution! What
chutzpa!
But still they lie, they cheat, they defame — they’ll never
come clean! They will never stop.
There’s a scene in the movie that suggests, “If you believe you are fighting Hitler, do you shy away from doing
anything to challenge an election?”
That explains their motivation. They believed that. How
many of them have said it openly? How many of the them
said it under their breath?
It’s time to come to our senses. Real Americans do not
share anything in common with the people who committed
this outrage — and covered it up! Not only did they do that,
but they ACCUSED US OF WHAT THEY HAD DONE!
They claimed we were “insurrectionists”! Or maybe you
don’t know for sure that fraud was committed — you only
suspect it. If you see this movie, you will KNOW. And God
help you then. I almost wish I didn’t know. I almost wish
I had kept my innocence.
Now we that we know, what are we going to do about it?
For starters, it’s imperative that all people — even
liberals — see this movie and make up their own mind
about — immediately!
It’s truly demoralizing, heartbreaking; it demonstrates
that a massive number of Democrats were involved in an
absolutely corrupt, secret, dark, indefensible plot to participate in the highest criminal actions against the rest of
us. Should we give them another chance to do it again?
Or do we take actions against them to make it impossible
for them to ever participate in an election again? And how
do we do that?
Should we be charitable to them when they never were?
So many questions run through my mind. Can we as a
nation ever be the same?
We are, after all, enduring the regime that perpetrated
this terrible injustice. In fact, I wonder what brush fires
they are now just starting.
Let me explain. What happened the night this incredible,
breathtaking movie debuted? Was the nation seized by it?
Were there news stories hailing it? Of course not. There
was, instead, thousand of stories about a leak that the U.S.
Supreme Court was about to rule 5-4 against Roe v. Wade.
It was the first time ever a Supreme Court draft decision
was leaked over a month in advance.
Why was everyone in the media on this story? Was it a
diversion possibly? Was it meant to change the narrative?
I can also assure you of one thing. It was not a conservative or Donald Trump who leaked that document. And, it’s
not the kind of story that lasts one day. Even Steve Bannon’s
show talked about nothing else. There were pro-abortion
protests in the streets the night I saw this movie debuting
in the greater D.C. area and around all 50 states.
Coincidence?
Another “insurrection” perhaps?
The Supreme Court was preparing to announce the decision in a month. Who leaked it? Why?
Maybe someone doesn’t want you to know about this
movie — “2000 Mules.”
Can you think of any reason?
The Democrat machine is dirty, disgusting, defiled. They
control most of the corporate world in America, most of
the media, all of Big Tech. But they don’t control YOU!
If you see one movie soon, make sure it’s not one made
by Hollyweird.
See it once, twice, or get your own copy. You won’t be
disappointed. Your eyes will be opened. You won’t be able
to forget it — I promise.
See how the Steal was done. You won’t believe it, but
I’m afraid it’s absolutely true. In fact, I’m sure of it.
*****
Joseph Farah is founder, editor and chief executive
officer of WND. He is the author or co-author of 13 books
that have sold more than 5 million copies, including his
latest, “The Gospel in Every Book of the Old Testament.”
Before launching WND as the first independent online
news outlet in 1997, he served as editor in chief of major
market dailies including the legendary Sacramento Union.

Medical personnel at Valley Group Health
need to be investigated immediately

By Perly Viasmensky
Three months ago, on the evening of January 27,
2022, I took the Publisher of this newspaper, that happened to be my brother, to Southwest Medical Urgent
Care at 888 South Rancho Road, Las Vegas, because
he was short of breath. Since he had heart problems
and was under the care of a cardiologist, Dr. Chris
Caarang, I thought it would be beneficial to have him
checked by a medical professional (or a provider, as
doctors are now called).
While at Southwest Medical, the “provider” said
he needed to be transported to the emergency room
of a hospital because his heart was working at only
20 percent.
Since we have been patronizing Valley Hospital
for more than 40 years, I made the decision to have
Rolando transported there, without knowing that the
medical personnel at Valley Hospital had changed
from bad to worse.
Since I could not go in with him, I immediately
called the emergency room personnel and instructed
them that under NO CIRCUMSTANCES and with my
authority as his next of kin and as his Attorney-In-Fact
(a copy of which the hospital has from previous visits
to the hospital), Rolando Larraz was not to receive
the drug Remdesiver (Brand name Veklury). It was

explained to the nurse to make a notation on his chart.
A coma was then induced, apparently ordered by
a three-year “experienced” provider, Anaan Shaikh,
without any authorization from family members.
I wanted to know who this woman was who took
the authority to make decisions without family authorization. This woman is nothing but a transplant from
the State of Florida with three years of experience
who received her medical credentials from the State
of Nevada.
I had to wait from 9:33 p.m. until 11:42 pm to speak
to the nurse in charge who claimed her name was Lorelie. She told me that Rolando was receiving anxiety
medication ordered by Provider Shaikh.
Excuse the ignorance, but I come from a family of
medical doctors (not providers) and never heard of anxiety medications for a person in a coma, as prescribed
by that Provider Annan Shaikh.
Follow me in my next column to find out how Valley
Group medical goes against a family’s direct orders to
do things their way.
*****
Perly Viasmensky is the General Manager of the
Las Vegas Tribune. She writes a weekly column in this
newspaper. To contact Perly Viasmensky, email her at
pviasmensky@lasvegastribune.com.

ON A PERSONAL NOTE

Why is abortion so very
popular these days?

Who is it that wants all these abortions? Does it matter?
By Maramis
Obviously, abortion rights matter
to the female who might someday
want or need one, or to the female
who wants or needs one now.
It is probably a good idea to talk
about abortion in terms of when it
might be performed. Some of the
time periods could be labeled as
“right away,” “before a heartbeat
can be detected,” “anytime in the
first trimester,” “during the second
trimester,” “during any trimester,” or
even after the baby is born if it meets MaraMiS
with certain criteria.
Those criteria do not nearly tell the whole story,
but we have to start somewhere. So, we’ll start with
defining the above categories.
1) Right away: This lasts from the day after a couple
has sex (just to be on the safe side) to just as soon as
the pregnancy is detected by a doctor or some other
proof-of-pregnancy test.
2) Before a heartbeat can be detected: Since this var-

ies a bit, depending on what method
is used to detect the baby’s beating
heart, it may be heard as early as 4 or
5 weeks, but is often heard at 6 weeks.
3) First trimester: From week one
to the end of week 12
4) Second trimester: From week
13 to the end of week 26.
5) Third trimester: From week 27
to the end of the pregnancy.
What might “qualify” a woman to
have an abortion in the third trimester or even immediately after birth?
ChouFani Consider the following:
Euthanasia and newborn infants
Children are occasionally born with such serious
disorders that termination of life is regarded as the
best option.
The law permits physicians to terminate the lives
of newborn infants and to perform late-term abortion
only on condition that they fulfil the following due
care criteria:
(See Maramis, Page 24)

By Joe Concha
It was a horrific scene at a baseball field in Alexandria, Va. five years ago. Five people were shot while
practicing for the annual Congressional Baseball Game
for Charity. Among the wounded was Minority Whip
Steve Scalise (R-La.), who was in critical condition
while undergoing several surgeries to stop internal
bleeding. Fortunately, he would survive, as would the
others who were shot.
They were extremely fortunate that three Capitol
Police officers were present because they were assigned to Scalise given his leadership position in the
House of Representatives. But if Scalise hadn’t been at
practice that morning, the gunman would’ve had several more minutes before police arrived and could’ve
killed or seriously injured more people.
One would think that our leaders in Washington
would have learned from this terrible day and would
be doing everything in their power to condemn similar
acts of violence from happening again.
But the Biden White House doesn’t seem to care
that angry mobs have gone to the homes of six con-

servative Supreme Court justices to protest the likely
overturning of Roe v. Wade after a draft document
stating such, authored by Justice Samuel Alito, was
leaked earlier this week. A liberal firestorm followed,
as the overturning of the 1973 decision would send
abortion law back to the states.
One liberal group, “Ruth Sent Us,” has published
online the home addresses of Justices Alito, Amy
Coney Barrett, Neil Gorsuch, Clarence Thomas, Brett
Kavanaugh and Chief Justice John Roberts. Several of
these justices have children at home, including Barrett,
who has seven.
“Our 6-3 extremist Supreme Court routinely issues
rulings that hurt women, racial minorities, LGBTQ+
and immigrant rights. We must rise up to force accountability using a diversity of tactics,” the group
said earlier this week.
Fox News White House correspondent Peter Doocy
asked White House press secretary Jen Psaki about the
planned protests earlier this week.
“Do you think that progressive activists that are
(See Concha, Page 21)

White House tacitly endorses
intimidation of Supreme Court justices

View Points
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Zero for zero the solution to global sugar subsidies

By Rick Manning
Submitted by Chuck Muth
The two largest sugar producers,
Brazil and India each heavily subsidize sugar production and dump
the excess produced to drive down
the world sugar price and eliminate
sugar industries around the world.
To show just how dominant
Brazil and India are, the two countries combine to produce about 17
percent more sugar than the total
produced by the next eight largest
sugar producing nations in the
world. Just as Saudi Arabia is the
market maker in the world of oil,
Brazil and India are the market
makers in sugar.
And they exploit this subsidy

CHUCK MUTH
driven dominance by controlling
the world sugar price through the

massive supply they dump onto
the world market. Their goal is
to increase their market share in
countries like the United States and
in doing so, driving the currently
robust U.S. sugar industry into the
history books.
And if not for the supports in the
current system, they would have in
a large way have succeeded, putting
American consumers at the whim
of an international market that is
notoriously volatile.
So what can be done to create
a semblance of free markets for
the sugar industry with the goal of
using it as a model for the rest of
agriculture?
U.S. Representatives Kat Cam-

mack (R-Fla.) and Dale Kildee
(D-Mich.) have introduced bi-partisan legislation which serves as a
good starting point. Known as Zero

for Zero, the Cammack-Kildee proposal urges the President to pursue
trade policies which would result
(See Muth, Page 21)

MaCE YaMPolSKY
last leg of this journey. We are all
going back to Pocatello (including
Cindy’s mom) to scatter the ashes
of Cindy’s ex.
Apparently, we need to climb on
something to get to the place where

we scatter the ashes.
My Red Sox are abysmal. It reminds me of when I was a kid and
they were miserable. But they could
come back. You never know — but
there is the familiar refrain, “Wait
till next year!”
My Bruins are in the playoffs,
they are hanging tough. They lost
the first two games but won the last
two. The Patriots are an unknown
commodity at this time. But the
Raiders certainly helped.
Sports are a big part of my life.
I love to watch and I play tennis
about three times per week. The
new kid on the block is Carlos Alcarez. He just beat both Djokovic
and Nadal in one tournament. So
that’s about it; that’s my stream of
consciousness rumblings about my
busy weekend. Gotta love Vegas!
*****

For more information regarding
Nevada laws, or if you feel your
rights have been violated, please
call Mace Yampolsky & Associates.

Call or text us at (702) 385-9777.
We are available 24/7 for emergencies. If you need help, CALL NOW
before it is too late. We can help!

Another week, another stream of
consciousness to share with you all

By Mace Yampolsky
I’m always on the lookout for
topics for my column. This weekend was Mother’s Day and Cindy
and I saw Michael Buble. He is a
crooner. I was not familiar with his
songs but he put on a good show.
A friend pushed me out of the way,
right into Buble’s path. He hugged
me. Hah! Friday, Rick Harris had
his May Bash. There was a band.
He does it up right. There were
psychics. The food was great. I give
it a big thumbs up.
Now it’s Mother’s Day. My
Mom has been gone for a while,
but Cindy’s Mom is staying with
us; what a piece of work! She
drives Cindy crazy, but she doesn’t
really bother me. In fact, she really
likes me but no one knows why.
She even calls me Saint Mace (the
saint of lost causes). She is on her

Nothing beautiful survives the culture war

Parenthood itself seems poised to become a victim of America’s toxic politics.

By Elizabeth Bruenig
America is a much harder place to be
a child than it has any excuse to be, and a
much harder place to have and raise a child
than it has any possible reason to be: It’s
hard to find a politician who’ll disagree with
either proposition, and harder yet to find one
with any intention of doing anything about
it. When it comes to the crucial business of
caring for children and families, our country
is an international embarrassment.
American children suffer in ways children
living in countries of comparable wealth
and development do not: More kids live
in relative poverty; more babies die; more
grade schoolers routinely miss meals. And
American parents — particularly American
mothers — suffer too, in ways our international counterparts do not: Our maternal
mortality rates are much higher; our options
for taking leave to give birth and recover
from it are far more limited; our resources
for support are radically circumscribed. Our
birth rate is as low as it’s ever been, and a
rising share of childless young adults in the
United States now report that they do not ever
plan to have children.
This is devastation; this is loss. This is
what it looks like to be a halfway failed state.
It also happens to be the social and political
context into which the draft Supreme Court
opinion in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health
leaked on Monday night, and it was the first
thing that occurred to me when I saw the
news.
No, I wasn’t thrilled that the draft decision
would overturn Roe v. Wade, though, because
I’ve confessed to my own moral reservations
about abortion over the years, many on
both the right and the left seemed to expect
me to be. I am, among my lefty and liberal
friends, perhaps the rightest kind of wrong
person, or so I like to console myself; I am,
in other words, one of those old-fashioned,
unreconstructed Catholic Worker types, a
pro-life person who is also — in fact, mainly
— concerned with capital punishment, war,
and promoting Nordically generous welfare
programs.
What I mean to say is that in my mind,
everything I believe in braids together in a
vision of the world suffused with superabundant creativity, celebration, and life, and I
suspect that we can inch closer to that place
through a politics of equality, justice, and
love. And so I take no pleasure in anyone’s
misery, and I don’t sneer — God, if anyone
has no place, it’s me — and I won’t endorse
any politics other than a program of radical

relief for American children.
But where is the lobby for children, and
who stands to benefit by making a fuss about
the fact that they’re granted few rights in
our society? Kids don’t vote or donate to
campaigns, and concerned parents tend to
be worried about their own children, not the
interests of children as a disenfranchised and
mostly helpless group of people. There really
is no political force for them, though almost
every party claims to champion their interests
at one time or another.
But consider how remarkably indifferent
politicians actually are to this seemingly
low-hanging fruit: Recently, Congress had
the opportunity to make permanent the
expanded child tax credit that the Biden administration instituted during the pandemic,
but chose not to. The campaign against it
was led by Republicans, including Senator
Marco Rubio, Senator Mike Lee, and the
policy analyst Oren Cass — family-values
men, all. Each argued, in essence, that making
sure poor parents are working hard is more
important than making sure poor children are
wearing shoes.
Democrats, meanwhile, remained hamstrung as ever by their own right flank and,
despite having narrow majorities in both
houses of Congress and a sitting president,
were unable to save the child tax credit,
landing millions of American kids back in
poverty. Politicians, whatever they say about
their values and their beliefs, care mainly

about power and money; believe it until you
see them do or say something that could really cost them. (Can you read, Joe Manchin?)
You’ll be waiting a long time.
Much of the meaningless hardship inflicted on American children, in particular, seems
to pass by without notice. Even the government agencies designated to protect the rights
of this most vulnerable group sometimes fail
to do so at all.
To wit: Last Monday evening, I caught
up with a friend of mine who works in a
Connecticut-based juvenile court-diversion
program. Work had been relentless for her
as of late thanks to the chaos wrought by the
sudden rollback of COVID-19-era support
measures and allowances. But one particular
child’s situation haunted her: A teenage girl
had just been subjected to a vicious stream
of threats, locked out of the house by her
father, and forced to sleep outdoors. Now
she was living couch to couch and struggling
to keep up at school. When my friend had
called to report the matter to the Department
of Children and Family, she told me, the
agency declined to take the case, reasoning
that because the teenager had temporarily
found friends to stay with, she was, for the
moment, safe. DCF was overwhelmed and
understaffed before the pandemic; it’s hard to
imagine that conditions have improved since.
The girl was on my mind as I watched
temporarily disenfranchised Republicans
celebrate a victory not quite consummated,

while Democrats in possession of a unified federal government brooded gloomily
over their regular bench of defectors and
knew there was nothing they could do. On
social media, people were livid, outraged,
distraught; this seemed to apply across the
board, even for those who had good reason
to view themselves as victors. After all, this is
the culture war: Each victory is just the opening volley in some grander, crueler theater.
Somehow in the great right-led campaign
to establish what the Catholic Church has
for some time called “a culture of life” in
this country, the United States has become
A Canticle for Leibowitz—esque study in
fundamental things coming undone.
Politics is downstream of culture, and this
is perhaps the greatest defeat of all: Having
and raising children itself now seems poised
to become a culture-war issue, daily losing
its discursive resemblance to an ordinary
life event and gaining all the markers of a
personal consumption choice that makes a
statement about who you are and which side
you’re on. The GOP seems all too happy to
nudge the process along with caricatures
of childless libs and the specter of armies
of “groomers,” broadly labeling scores of
left-wing educators, activists, and parents as
pedophiles. The fact that Republicans are up
two-to-one versus Democrats among households with kids in Marist’s latest pre-midterm
survey suggests that they’re enjoying some
success in this push to become the Party of
Parents, and on it goes.
What a terrible thing to witness, and
how distant from anything like a victory.
Nothing beautiful survives the culture war.
Maybe parenthood, too—this one thing,
this burdensome happiness, this mundane
ecstasy—will soon be another concept so
thoroughly stretched and contorted by the
requirements of America’s longest war that
people who could have found satisfaction in
it will hesitate to, and people who might have
sought it out will decline to. Maybe a swing
set peeking over the backyard fence will become as sure a sign of a household’s partisan
allegiance as a blue lives matter flag or
one of those lawn signs that begins in this
house, we believe … And maybe children
themselves will become so secondary to the
matter of what their existence says about the
adults who bear them that legislating even for
their basic welfare will become impossible.
Maybe they already have.
*****
Elizabeth Bruenig is a staff writer at The
Atlantic.
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Inequality and economic freedom: “the rich do not exist”
By José Azel
“The rich get richer and the poor
get poorer.” This class war mantra
is often invoked by advocates of
redistributive policies. But neither
“the rich” nor “the poor“ exist as
a constituted class of individuals
who share a set of similar interests
in conflict with the interests of other
classes.
Before proceeding, let me stress
— for the benefit of readers inclined
to contest personal motives — that
we academics are rarely among the
rich. The median salary for college
professors in the US is $72,470.
Of course, there are wealthy
people, but the concept of “the rich”
is often used to mean something
more sinister, as Don Watkins and
Yaron Brook point out in their
book Equal Is Unfair. The authors
remind us that terms like “the rich”
and “the 1 percent” are not used as
neutral descriptions of someone’s
wealth or income.
The class war narrative ensures
that we are exploited by “the rich”,
who use their economic power to
manipulate the system in their favor. ”The rich” and “the 1 percent”
are used pejoratively to imply an
evil class.
Among the very rich are visionary tech leaders like Elon Musk,
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Bill Gates, Michael Dell, and the
late Steve Jobs; innovators like Jeff
Bezos and Larry Ellison; octogenarian investors like Warren Buffet
and Carl Icahn; industry-shattering
30-40 year olds like Mark Zuckerberg, Larry Page and Sergey Brin;
retailers like the Waltons, and candy
makers like the Mars; socialists like
George Soros and free-marketeers
like the Koch brothers; and women like Alice and Christy Walton,
Jacqueline Mars, Laurene Powell
Jobs, and Anne Cox Chambers.
More than 10 percent of the very
wealthy on the Forbes 400 list are
immigrants.
They all have great fortunes, but

they cannot be seen as a political
class with identical socioeconomic
interests. They are a heterogeneous
group of people with different beliefs, motives, strengths and weaknesses. There is no evidence that
“the rich” share a political agenda,
much less an evil one.
In fact, a 2011 Gallup poll found
that among the nation’s richest 1
percent, only 33 percent identified
themselves as Republicans, 41
percent as independents, and 26
percent as Democrats.
Promoters of class war claim
that the main socio-political interest of “the rich” is to minimize the
taxes they pay. But if that’s true,
it’s also true for all tax-conscious
Americans.
In reality “the rich” pay a disproportionate burden of federal
income taxes. It is estimated that the
top 1 percent of earners pay more
than 38 percent of total federal
income taxes. That exceeds all the
income tax payments of the bottom
90 percent.
The top 50 percent of taxpayers
pay about 3 percent of their income.
For the top 1 percent, the actual tax
rate is 23 percent of their income.
The pattern of contributions to
electoral expenses also discredits
the claim that “the rich” dominate a

common socio-political agenda focused on their own interests. In the
2014 election cycle, Conservative
Super PACs spent a total of $151.1
million, while Liberal Super PACs
spent 20 percent more, at $182.4
million.
So it is devious to argue, as those
who support class war do, that “the
rich” use their political influence
to minimize their tax payments.
Rather it appears that “the rich”
are politically inept when it comes
to influencing tax policy.
The real tragedy of using pre-designed labels, such as “the rich”,
to stigmatize individual wealth, is
that it prevents distinguishing those
who legitimately earn as a result of
their creative production of goods
and services from those who para-

ON THE HOLMES FRONT

sitically appropriate what belongs
to others, by deception, force or
government favors.
The economic inequality resulting from our legitimate income
is an inevitable consequence of
economic freedom. The goal of
democracy is political equality, not
economic equality.
*****
José Azel left Cuba in 1961 as a
13 year-old political exile in what
has been dubbed Operation Pedro
Pan — the largest unaccompanied
child refugee movement in the history of the Western Hemisphere.
He is currently dedicated to the indepth analyses of Cuba’s economic,
social and political state, with a
keen interest in post-Castro-Cuba
strategies.

Joe Biden plans will leave you speechless (literally)
By Frank Holmes
President Joe Biden wants to
police what you think — or at least,
what you say.
Biden announced that he’s forming a new Disinformation Governance Board — but he didn’t
establish these “disinformation”
police inside the State Department,
which is focused on foreign affairs.
That’s what he’d do if he was
really worried about Russian “disinformation” spreading to America.
Biden established the disinformation cops inside the Department
of Homeland Security, which focuses on homegrown domestic threats.
That’s even more dangerous
when you consider that Biden just
said the most dangerous people in
America are… people just like you
(and me).
“This MAGA crowd is really the
most extreme political organization
that has existed in American history,” Biden said this week.
In case there’s any doubt in your
mind, let the new disinformation
czar clear it out for you.
Nina Jankowicz will head up the
office in question — and she’s said
you’re to blame for the fact that
not everyone accepts liberal talking
points as the Gospel truth.
In a 2020 article, she wrote that
anyone can see disinformation is
“an America pathology” when you
compare enlightened people “who

see systemic racism as a major
problem and those who don’t.
These divisions have been exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic,
four years of Trump’s populist
rhetoric, and a social media environment that encourages outrage
and extremism.”
Joe Biden, she wrote, should respond by “creating a counter-disinformation czar within the National
Security Council and setting up a
corresponding directorate.”
As Joe Biden might say, “Well,
son of a b**ch!” Guess who got
the job?
Jankowicz knows about disinformation; she’s been the source of
enough of it.
She called reports of Hunter
Biden’s laptop a “Trump campaign
product.”
“Voters deserve that context, not

(Continued from Page 20)
in the “elimination of all direct
and indirect subsidies benefiting
the production or export of sugar”
by countries who subsidize sugar
production at a proscribed level.
The resolution goes on to urge
the president to present sugar policy
reform legislation once the ending
of these major subsidies is certified.

While some may worry that this
approach is too tepid, and would
take years to accomplish, the truth
is that the seventy-to-eighty-year
frontal assault on ending agriculture subsidies have failed time and
again. Zero for Zero puts a focus on
the President’s ability to jawbone
other nations into limiting or ending
their sugar supports, allowing the
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(Continued from Page 19)
now planning protests outside some of the
justices’ houses are extreme?” asked Doocy.
“Peaceful protest? No, peaceful protest is
not extreme,” Psaki retorted. “Some of these
justices have young kids,” Doocy followed.
“Their neighbors are not all public figures.
So would the president think about waving
off activists who want to go into residential
neighborhoods in Virginia and Maryland?”
“I think our view here is that peaceful
protests — there’s a long history in the United
States, in the country, of that. And we’ve certainly encouraged people to keep it peaceful
and not resort to any level of violence,” Psaki
replied. “These activists posted a map with
the home addresses of the Supreme Court
justice,” Doocy countered. “Is that the kind
of thing the president wants to help your side
make their point?”
“The president’s view is that there’s a lot
of passion, a lot of fear, a lot of sadness from
many, many people across this country about
what they saw in that leaked document,”
Psaki said. “We obviously want people’s
privacy to be respected. We want people to
protest peacefully if they want to protest.
That is certainly what the president’s view
would be.”
“I don’t have an official U.S. government
position on where people protest,” she added.
Interesting. Would the White House position be the same if angry pro-life protesters

a (fairy) tale about a laptop repair
shop,” Jankowicz tweeted shortly
before the 2020 election.
Since then, the federal government announced that it really is
investigating Hunter Biden; The
New York Times and a writer from
Politico announced they have verified many of the e-mails on that
laptop are authentic; and the owner
of the repair shop, John Paul Mac
Isaac, has publicly confirmed the
“fairy tale.”
Jankowicz also praised the phony Steele dossier, which claimed
Donald Trump hired hookers to
pee on a bed where Barack and Michelle Obama had slept. It’s since
been given up as a fraud.
She even praised the liar who
cobbled the lies together: former
British spy Christopher Steele, the
main source of the anti-Trump Rus-

siagate dossier in the 2016 election.
Jankowicz recommended a podcast by “Chris Steele (yes THAT
Chris Steele),” because he “provides some great historical context
about the evolution of disinfo.
Worth a listen.”
Tweeting is only part of Jankowicz’s job. She likes to sing her
deepest feelings, too.
“Who do I f**k to be famous
and powerful?” she sang in one
online video. “I want to be rich,
famous, and powerful! Step on all
my enemies and never do a thing.”
She also did a parody of a famous Mary Poppins song about
Russian “disinformation,” as well.
She’ll fit in great at the Biden
administration; if anyone is an
expert on misinformation, it’s the
current Democratic officeholder,
his vice president, and their Cabinet
henchmen.
Remember, Biden officials
claimed that inflation would be
“transitory.” When it kept rising,
they said it would only hurt the
“high-class” rich, and then that
it’s “actually a good sign” for our
economy.
Biden’s DHS Secretary, Alejandro Mayorkas, claimed the administration had “effectively managed”
the Mexican border. America’s
“borders are not open,” he said with
a straight face.
Now, they want to police what

you say — not because they’re
worried you might believe disinformation, but because they know you
don’t buy their nonsense.
Conservative critics say it’s a
huge step toward destroying your
freedom and the U.S. Constitution.
“Plainly put, what the Biden
administration is about with the
creation of the DHS ‘Disinformation Governance Board’ is nothing
less than the American version of
what in 1933 so inspired Mussolini
and his fascists — the Nazi ‘Reich
Ministry for Popular Enlightenment
and Propaganda,’” wrote Jeffrey
Lord at The American Spectator.
Under this regime, “Incorrect
political opinions become a national-security threat. The DGB
already looks frighteningly similar
to the KGB,” wrote Roger Koppl
and Abigail Devereaux at the Wall
Street Journal.
“News of a Biden backed ‘Disinformation Governance Board’
is dystopian,” wrote Rep. Lauren
Boebert, R-Colo.
Any way you slice it, it’s anti-American nonsense.
And it’s aimed directly at censoring you and your loved ones.
*****
Frank Holmes is a veteran
journalist and an outspoken conservative that talks about the news
that was in his weekly article, “On
The Holmes Front.”

United States to end or dramatically
limit ours.
No approach is perfect, but the
Cammack-Kildee bill provides a
credible pathway to creating agriculture trade agreements which
keep the American farmer on a level
international playing field while
ending the pernicious effects of
government subsidized agriculture.

When faced with a level international market, no one can out-produce the American farmer, with the
reciprocal Zero for Zero approach,
the entire agricultural subsidization
can be overhauled and hopefully
eliminated. Without it, it is likely
we will face another seventy years
of grinding our teeth in disgust
at a corporate welfare system as

conservatives flail in futility at the
agricultural subsidy windmills that
always defeat us.
*****
Rick Manning is the president
of Americans for Limited Goverment. Chuck Muth is president of
CitizenOutreach.org and publisher
of NevadaNewsandViews.com. He
blogs at MuthsTruths.com.

showed up at the private residences of Rep.
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-N.Y.) or Sen.
Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.) or Psaki’s herself? Almost certainly it would not.
Team Biden should condemn this and urge
protesters to make their voices heard at the
Supreme Court. Instead, by not condemning
it, they are tacitly approving the intimidation
of justices at their homes.
And by the way, Title 18, Section 1507 of
the United States Code provides an official
position of the U.S. government that the press
secretary could not provide. “Whoever, with
the intent of interfering with, obstructing, or

impeding the administration of justice, or
with the intent of influencing any judge, juror,
witness, or court officer, in the discharge of
his duty, pickets or parades in or near a building housing a court of the United States, or in
or near a building or residence occupied or
used by such judge, juror, witness, or court
officer, or with such intent uses any soundtruck or similar device or resorts to any other
demonstration in or near any such building
or residence, shall be fined under this title or
imprisoned not more than one year, or both.”
Perhaps another reporter in the daily
briefing can circle back on this. Because this

is clearly an attempt to influence judges on a
pending case. There’s also potential danger to
these judges and their families, which should
be of great concern to the president.
This isn’t the first time President Biden
has refused to condemn harassment. In 2021,
activists harassed and filmed Sen. Kyrsten
Sinema (D-Ariz.) while she was using a
bathroom at Arizona State. (Note: Filming
someone in a bathroom in Arizona is a Class
5 felony.)
“I don’t think they’re appropriate tactics,
but it happens to everybody,” Biden said at
the time. ”The only people it doesn’t happen
to are the people who have Secret Service
standing around them … So, it’s part of
the process.” No, Mr. President. Chasing
a female senator into the ladies’ room and
into a stall with a camera is not “part of the
process.” The man who ran on unifying the
country had a chance to bring down the temperature but failed to show the compassion
he campaigned on.
The White House had a chance to say the
right things here. As a substitute, they said
all the wrong things.
After the baseball field shooting and the
Capitol Hill riot four years later, one would
think the lessons would have been learned.
But they have not been.
*****
Joe Concha is a media and politics columnist.

Save our truckers, not affluent
students seeking a free ride
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By Douglas MacKinnon
Take a look around you, whether you are
at home, in the office, at a mall, or waiting
for a sandwich at your local supermarket.
Chances are, everything you see was delivered by truck. Every single thing.
Just over two years ago, when the coronavirus pandemic struck, America’s truck
drivers were rightfully hailed as “heroes”
delivering essential supplies as we tried to
cope with the escalating emergency. Today,
however, not so much.
Worse than being forgotten for the heroes
they were — and are — is that many truckers
now are struggling themselves simply to stay
in business and pay their bills.
Last Sunday, according to AAA, the
average price for a gallon of diesel fuel in
the United States hit an all-time high. It’s
a reality that is crushing the personal and
corporate finances of independent truckers
and trucking companies.
Fuel prices are twice what they were a
year ago and some long-distance truckers
pay more than $1,600 to fill their tanks. Like
the rest of us, they are getting battered by an
inflation rate that recently hit a four-decade
high. It has gotten so bad that a number of
truckers are thinking of quitting the business
before they are forced to file for personal
bankruptcy.
Back in the glory days of NASA, they
had a favorite saying: “No bucks, no Buck
Rogers.” But even then, the space program
had a personal or financial impact on only a
few Americans.
Truckers — and the essentials they deliver
24/7/365 — have a daily impact on every
American. So, to expand on that NASA
truism: “No truckers, no stuff, cascading
problems.”
Whether you support the Biden administration or not, the fact is that rising fuel
prices combined with staggering inflation
are morphing into personal emergencies

for millions of Americans. At what point do
these personal emergencies equal a national
emergency?
When national emergencies do strike,
presidents must prioritize problems to be
solved to benefit the majority of Americans.
Maybe the Biden administration missed that
memo.
In the face of this ongoing ordeal that negatively impacts working-class America, we
have the Biden administration trying to figure
out how to orchestrate what some refer to as
“the biggest giveaway in American history.”
President Biden wants to cancel more than
$1 trillion in outstanding student loan debt.
In more commonsense, pragmatic and
honorable times, when you borrowed money, you were obligated by law — and your
conscience — to pay it back. Like most
American college and university students,
I was not fortunate enough to have parents
who paid for my education. What I could not
pay for with money I saved while working
as a busboy and waiter, I took out loans to
cover the rest — loans that I dutifully and

rightfully paid back.
Now, would the Biden administration
paint me and the tens of millions of other
Americans who ethically paid off their loans
as “suckers”?
As cited by economist Stephen Moore
and others, the most recent Federal Reserve
Survey of Consumer Finances reported that
only 22 percent of families had student loan
debt — and that “student debt has consistently been disproportionately held by higher-income families.”
Higher-income families. I suspect that if
we took a survey of America’s truckers, few,
if any, would come from higher-income families. Most probably come from working-class
or poor backgrounds. Though it’s possible to
earn $80,000 or more as a truck driver, the
median salary in 2020 for America’s truckers
was $47,130.
As our truckers — who bring us food,
medicine, household goods and more — risk
being financially pulverized by punishing
fuel prices and inflation, an obvious question
comes to mind: Where is the Biden admin-

istration’s rescue plan for them? How in the
world are affluent students, who are obligated
to pay their debts, prioritized over America’s
truckers?
Some speculate that Biden is trying to
“buy the votes” of those young debtors and
potential freeloaders. We do live in cynical,
polarized times but we must hope that this is
not the case.
That said, many perceive the Biden
administration as floundering and, if past
administrations are an indicator, when a
president sees his approval rating below the
water line, crass politics happen.
CBS News recently reported that Biden
told the Congressional Hispanic Caucus
regarding student debt: “I’m looking to do
something on that, and I think you’re going
to like what I do.”
Was that a “wink and a nod” indicating an
enticement policy?
We will soon find out. But in the meantime, as the president contemplates the biggest giveaway in American history — which
would be inflationary, would benefit a small
number of mostly affluent students, would
create a tax burden for everyone else, and
would drive up the cost of college as administrators looked to cash in on the government
payoff — he should take a minute to look
around the Oval Office.
I’m guessing that every single thing there
was delivered at some point by America’s
truckers, the forgotten heroes we lauded just
two years ago.
*****
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ment focuses on private possessions, on
things. A police officer, for example, cannot
without permission or probable cause search,
say, the trunk of my car and seize possessions
in it. I doubt that the framers asserted that
such possessions or things included a fetus
or fully developed child still in the womb.
What other legal principles are at work
here? The right to abortion commenced
with the Supreme Court’s decision in Roe v.
Wade, l973, which has been upheld by the
Supreme Court in several cases for the past

49 years. Surely, then, abortion is constitutional. This is the principle of “stare decisis”
(let the decision stand). Precedent has moved
the defense of abortion along.
Until it met Associate Justice Samuel
Alito.
I never, ever thought that the abortion
decision would be overruled by the Supreme
Court because it has been operative for 49
years. It seemed to be “settled law,” and court
nominees in Senate hearings have agreed.
Even more so, I thought the Supreme
Court would never overrule the right to
abortion because that would mean ballistic
reactions by millions upon millions of American citizens.
It also seemed that some members of the
Supreme Court feared they would be hated,
despised, threatened, and maybe even physically attacked for removing the prohibition
on state laws against abortion, although if
Roe fell, states would be able to legalize
abortion at various stages of pregnancy
through the elective legislative process.
I saw a little of this fear myself in working
with the late Chief Justice Warren Burger
as his chief of staff and staff director of the
Commission on the Bicentennial of the U.S.
Constitution. Twice I asked him privately
about his vote in support of Roe v. Wade.

Both times he got angry, saying that while
he voted in favor of the constitutional right
to abortion, he appended an objection that it
not be “abortion on demand,” as it quickly
became.
I’m speculating, of course, but it looks
as though Justices Brett Kavanaugh, Neil
Gorsuch, Clarence Thomas, and Amy Coney
Barrett might join with Alito in rejecting a
constitutional right to abortion. Chief Justice
Roberts may or may not join them because
he knows the hatred that rejection of the
constitutional right to abortion would bring
to the Supreme Court.
In thinking of the courage that Justice
Alito had in writing his opinion on abortion, I
am finally reminded of what C.S. Lewis said,
“Courage is not simply one of the virtues but
the form of every virtue at the testing point.”
The matter is not by any means over: At
the very least each of the 50 state legislatures
would be free to vote on abortion. The jury
will be out for a long time.
*****
Ronald L. Trowbridge, Ph.D., is a policy
fellow at the Independent Institute in Oakland, Calif. He was appointed by President
Reagan to the United States Information
Agency and later became chief of staff for
U.S. Chief Justice Warren Burger.

mance of government agencies, and hearings
to consider nominations for the president’s
Office of Management and Budget.”
Given the committee’s self-stated purpose
and jurisdiction, an entire hearing dedicated
to examining ending federal contracts for a
single company seems to be a clear waste of
committee time and resources.
So, what is really going on?
Sanders sent a letter to President Joe Biden
on April 26, urging Biden to draft and sign
an executive order that prevents companies
with even an alleged violation of federal
labor law from contracting with the federal
government. While presumably covering
all companies that violate federal labor law,
the letter singles out Amazon as the “poster

child” for why an “anti-union busting Executive Order” is necessary, laying out all sorts
of alleged labor violations. It should be noted
that the letter’s sole citation is Joe Biden’s
campaign website, making this hearing a
clear dirt-digging exercise for Sanders.
The hearing served an additional purpose:
bolstering the Amazon Labor Union’s dwindling momentum. Amazon Labor Union President Chris Smalls was a Democratic witness
at the hearing and met with Vice President
Kamala Harris and Labor Secretary Marty
Walsh Thursday afternoon.
The Amazon Labor Union’s efforts to
unionize Amazon have had mixed success so
far. In late March 2022, workers at Amazon’s
JFK8 Staten Island facility narrowly voted
to unionize, delivering the Amazon Labor
Union its first victory. However, just this
week, Amazon workers at a second Staten Island facility known as LDJ5 overwhelmingly
voted against representation by the Amazon
Labor Union. Amazon has filed objections to
the JFK8 election, which the NLRB will hear
on May 23. Rather than letting the NLRB process play out, Sanders inappropriately invited
labor leaders to testify while an election result
is being appealed.
This most recent interference is part of a
larger pattern. The Biden administration has
weaponized the National Labor Relations
Board (NLRB), the supposedly impartial
agency in charge of overseeing representation
elections, in service of its pro-union agenda.
Just one week before the JFK8 vote, the

NLRB filed an emergency injunction to
force Amazon to rehire an employee that
was terminated 23 months prior. While the
NLRB claimed the firing was designed to
blunt the union’s momentum, Amazon says
the employee in question was terminated for
hurling obscenities at a female coworker and
live-streaming the attack on Facebook. Apparently, the NLRB considers this appropriate
workplace behavior if the worker supports
unionization.
Democratic witnesses also used the hearing as a platform to push other planks of the
Biden administration’s pro-union agenda,
including the “Protecting the Right to Organize” (PRO) Act. Smalls expressed support
for the PRO Act while at the same time saying
that workers should have a choice of whether
to join a union. Yet the PRO Act would nullify
right-to-work laws in 28 states, forcing every
worker to pay a union boss just to get a job.
Ranking Member Lindsey Graham’s
(R-S.C.) observation during the hearing was
exactly correct — under Sanders’s direction,
the Senate Budget Committee has taken a
dangerous and partisan turn. Instead of focusing on issues under jurisdiction, Sanders
would prefer to use his chairmanship as
a bully pulpit to push a pro-union agenda
and target companies he dislikes for purely
political reasons.
*****
Tom Hebert is federal affairs manager
at Americans for Tax Reform and executive
director of the Open Competition Center.

Making the case for Alito’s courage

By Ronald L. Trowbridge
I would like to put into layman’s
easy-to-understand language what the issue
of abortion is about. Millions of Americans
vehemently argue that women have a constitutional right to abortion and a constitutional
right to control their own bodies. They take
this authority from two amendments to the
Constitution: the 14th Amendment and the
Fourth Amendment. Let us look at each.
The 14th Amendment says the “state”
shall “not deprive any person of life, liberty, or property.” People supporting the
constitutional right to abortion assert that
the operative word here is “liberty.” Women
have the liberty, that is, the right, to abortion
at any time. This is to argue that a woman
could abort a fetus or even a fully developed
child up to the day before the baby is due.
The framers of the Constitution surely would
not have accepted this definition of “liberty.”
Now let’s look at the key portion of the
Fourth Amendment: “The right of the people
to be secure in their persons, houses, papers,
and effects, against unreasonable searches
and seizures, shall not be violated.” The end
of this amendment focuses on “the persons
or things to be seized.”
Some believe that this amendment supports “the right to privacy.” But the amend-

Sanders’ pro-union budget committee
hearing shows Democrats’ true agenda
By Tom Hebert
Chairman Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) held a
Senate Budget Committee hearing Thursday
titled, “Should Taxpayer Dollars Go to Companies that Violate Labor Laws?” The hearing
was supposed to examine the possibility
of ending federal contracts for companies
engaging in “illegal anti-union activities.”
In reality, the hearing was orchestrated
to paint a single company in a bad light and
gin up momentum for the Amazon Labor
Union. Thursday’s hearing was far outside
the Budget Committee’s jurisdiction and is
part of a government-wide effort to expand
organized labor’s power to the detriment of
American workers.
The 1974 Congressional Budget and Impoundment Act affirmed Congress’s power
of the purse by establishing a budget process
for the House and Senate to follow. The act
created the House and Senate Budget Committees as well as the Congressional Budget
Office, a nonpartisan federal agency that
analyzes and scores legislation for budgetary
and economic impact.
According to the Senate Budget Committee’s own website, the committee’s primary
responsibility “is to develop a concurrent
resolution on the budget to serve as the framework for congressional action on spending,
revenue, and debt-limit legislation.” Through
this budget resolution, the committee can
initiate the reconciliation process. The committee “also holds hearings on the economy,
oversight hearings to monitor the perfor-
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A mistake-prone Federal Reserve
By Desmond Lachman
With its policy credibility in tatters following the recent surge in inflation to a 40year high, the Federal Reserve can ill-afford
to make another major policy mistake.
Yet that is what it seemed to have done at
its most recent policy meeting. By committing itself to an overly aggressive monetary
policy to get the inflation genie back into
the bottle, the Fed has heightened the odds
that we are now in for a harder than usual
economic landing.
It would be a gross understatement to
say that the Fed, led by chair Jerome Powell, made major policy mistakes last year.
At a time when the economy was growing
strongly and receiving its largest peacetime
budget stimulus on record, the Fed chose to
keep its pedal to the monetary policy metal.
It did so by keeping its policy rate at its
zero-lower bound despite rising inflation.
That made those rates significantly negative
in inflation-adjusted terms. It also did so by
allowing the money supply to balloon by
around 40 percent over the past two years or
by its fastest pace in over 50 years.
Similarly, last year at a time when the equity, housing and credit markets were on fire,
the Fed chose to keep fueling those markets
with additional massive doses of liquidity.
It did so by buying $120 billion a month
in Treasury bonds and mortgage-backed
securities.
It should have been little wonder then that
consumer price inflation surged to 8.5 percent
with such an extraordinarily easy monetary

policy stance. Nor should it have come as
a surprise with so much liquidity sloshing
about that by the end of last year we had
bubble-like conditions in the housing, equity
and credit markets as well as a debt party in
the emerging market economies.
Having made the policy mistake last year
of keeping its foot too firmly on the accelerator for too long when the economy was recovering strongly, the Powell Fed now seems
to be making the opposite policy mistake. It
is slamming on the monetary policy brakes
too hard to control inflation at the very time
that the equity and bond markets are already
swooning.
The Fed’s mistake is not so much that it is
committing itself to a series of 50 basis point

interest rate hikes over the next few policy
meetings. Rather, it is that it is committing
itself to a path involving the reduction in its
balance sheet by $95 billion a month through
not rolling over its bond holdings at maturity.
The Fed has now put itself on a path
that will involve a staggering $215 billion a
month swing in liquidity provision. Instead
of providing the market with $120 billion a
month in liquidity, as it did last year, the Fed
soon will be draining $95 billion a month
by not rolling over its large bond holdings
at maturity.
In putting itself on this path, the Powell
Fed does not seem to have asked itself a few
basic questions. If providing $120 billion
a month in liquidity last year created bub-

ble-like conditions in the equity, housing and
credit markets, why will withdrawing $95
billion a month not cause those bubble-like
conditions to give way to a prolonged slump?
If flooding the markets with liquidity last year
allowed the emerging market economies to
become over indebted, why will withdrawing liquidity on a massive scale not bring
in its wake the wave of emerging market
defaults about which the World Bank has
been warning?
The Powell Fed is no stranger to major policy blunders. In early 2021, just as
inflation was beginning to pick up steam,
the Fed made a major change in its policy
framework by shifting to a flexible average
inflation targeting regime that would tolerate
a period of higher inflation. Today, just at a
time when the equity and bond markets are
swooning and emerging market currencies
are slumping, the Fed is committing itself to
a prolonged period of liquidity destruction.
This does not bode well for the Fed’s
chances of securing a soft economic landing.
Nor does it look good for the Fed’s chances of
restoring its battered policy credibility when
it will soon be forced to make another major
policy U-turn.
*****
Desmond Lachman is a senior fellow at
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groups. Local and international financing
assistance for low-income countries with
large import requirements should be assessed.
Biofuel mandates diverting wheat and other
crops to ethanol production must be suspended to help avert the global food systems crisis.
Farmers and policymakers in alternative
breadbaskets around the world can support
increased production of wheat but also other
staple cereals to fill the supply gap. Over the
past 10 years, India has adopted more than
100 new varieties of wheat and incorporated
the cereal into mixed rice-wheat systems to
diversify and improve production. But high
fuel and fertilizer prices, exacerbated by the
conflict, are hindering these intensification
and diversification efforts.
Meanwhile, in the medium to longer-term,
governments, funders, the private sector, and
foundations should be prioritizing agricultural research and development to drive the shift
toward a more sustainable, resilient — and
therefore shock-proof — global food system.

We need innovations to improve the management of crops, livestock and fish systems
and increase yields sustainably, using land,
water and fertilizer wisely. Sustainably increasing production will in turn help to drive
down the cost of food, making safe, nutritious
diets more affordable and accessible.
One way to support this is to accelerate
the breeding of new and improved varieties
of key crops to increase production within the
bounds of local ecosystems and resources.
CGIAR scientists have already developed
thousands of new crop varieties bred specifically for heat, drought and disease tolerance
and enhanced nutritional qualities, helping to
reduce infant mortality by one-third across
the developing world and averting up to 6
million infant deaths each year. However,
as the climate continues to change and food
systems challenges compound, these breeds
and characteristics need ongoing fine-tuning.
Agricultural research plays a critical role
not only in transforming food systems but
also in anticipating food needs and shortages,
developing innovative solutions and working
with governments to give countries the best
possible chance of minimizing threats to
food and nutrition security. As well as taking
urgent and evidence-based action now, the
world needs a systemic shift toward greater
long-term resilience and stability in our food,
land and water systems.
Hunger recognizes neither borders nor
flags, and the global community must use
every resource at its disposal to prevent food
from becoming a weapon of war.
*****
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How to prevent food from becoming a weapon of war
By Marco Ferroni
The conflict in Ukraine has exposed the
fragile geopolitics that underpin global food
systems, threatening the health, livelihoods
and wellbeing of millions of people around
the world.
Just as Europe is now counting the cost
of relying on imported fossil fuels, the crisis
brings into stark relief the world’s reliance
on limited sources of a critical staple food.
With gas supplies already being weaponized,
the potential remains for global food security
to be held hostage in the conflict, with wheat
a bargaining chip for the lives of millions.
Wheat prices have been classed as highly
volatile for more than 150 days, spiking in
the wake of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. But
in a commodity market that trades in futures
— which surged by 50 percent since the war
began — the full impact is yet to be felt, with
Ukraine’s next wheat harvest due from June.
The ripples are growing. Wheat consumption among the urban poor in import-dependent Sudan, a country already ranked
as having “serious” food security issues,
has dropped by 5 percent. And, Egypt, the
world’s largest importer of wheat, along with
the rest of the Middle East and North Africa
(MENA) region, has seen rising prices and
insufficient supply.
Food must be protected and prioritized as
a human right. With only weeks before the
next harvest, the world, and in particular the
global South, must act quickly to mitigate the
threat to global food security. Policymakers
need to take urgent, evidence-based action
to prevent the looming crisis from spreading
around the world.
At the same time, they must also make the
right decisions for the longer term because

this will not be the last crisis to destabilize
global markets and food supplies. While the
global community must step up to address the
urgent humanitarian needs of those directly
affected now, we must also be better prepared
for future food shocks.
Investing in agricultural science, research
and innovation will provide solutions and
support evidence-based policy.
Governments can draw upon existing
research and lessons learned from previous
food crises, both to make strategic decisions
with the greatest likelihood of preventing
food shortages, price hikes and hunger, as
well as to build greater long-term resilience
through more diverse and equitable food
systems.
Schemes developed during the COVID-19
pandemic for the fast-tracked movement of
food should be adapted to circumvent bottlenecks caused by the war. Targeted assistance
and social protection must be enacted with
an eye to the needs of particularly vulnerable

Cultural traits and work ethic: Human capital matters
By Lipton Matthews
Countries are in an economic
arms race to surpass competitors
by accelerating levels of human
capital. It is crucial that schools
and universities not only graduate
students with relevant certificates
but also people with the appropriate
skills to make a useful contribution
to the knowledge economy. The
failure of employees to maximize
value by applying their skills will
result in businesses becoming
saddled with liabilities because an
inefficient employee is an expense.
Indeed, human capital is a key
ingredient for achieving growth, but
we should appreciate that human
capital is conduced by an intricate
interplay of social traits. Being a
student entails challenges of completing difficult assignments and
graduating on time, so naturally,
there is a selection for people who
are higher in conscientiousness and
patience. Possessing the potential
to succeed in school and business
is irrelevant when a work ethic is
nonexistent.
Primarily because life is challenging, work ethic builds resilience; hence people who are easily
perturbed by difficulties will easily
quit and never actualize their potential. In school and in business,
we are compelled to navigate
hostile environments by managing
complicated personalities. Without
grit, entrepreneurs are bound to
fail, since on the path to success
they will encounter naysayers
and bureaucrats aiming to derail

their progress. If prospective entrepreneurs were intimidated by
regulations, then we would not be
enjoying the fruits of their labor.
Likewise, students contend with
arrogant lecturers, incompetent
peers, and mindless administrators. But when success is the only
option, one must literally overcome
the storm. People with laser focus
are undaunted by the obstacles
because they can conceptualize the
long-term outcomes of their labor.
On the other hand, since traits that
induce performance are not equally
distributed, obviously some people
will be deficient in social skills that
enable success.
Another harrowing reality is
that due to the unequal distribution
of success-inducing traits, some
characteristics are more abundant
in certain countries relative to others. East Asians, Americans, and
Germans are known for an insane
work ethic that’s not replicated in
most places. Although there is a re-

surgence of interest in the relationship between culture and economic
development, economists rarely
identify culture as a direct barrier
to the acquisition of human capital.
Researchers have observed
differences in how people value
time by classifying countries as
having either a clock culture or an
event culture. In the latter, people
are unlikely to place a premium on
time, whereas in the former, there
is greater reverence for time rather
than celebrating the event. Event
cultures are usually less productive than time cultures, since time
cultures minimize waste by using
time efficiently.
The case of Jamaica adroitly
illustrates how culture retards
development. For instance, in Jamaica there is so little respect for
time that people have created the
concept of Jamaican time, thereby
indicating that attendants should
budget for tardiness. Now, for many
in Jamaica being fashionably late

is just another feature of Jamaican
society, yet it has serious economic consequences. One avenue for
young people to accumulate human
capital is to learn a trade; however,
professional institutions are unwilling to entertain tardy behavior; consequently, some young people are
unable to keep a job because they
lack the discipline to arrive on time.
Once, a young woman revealed
to me that she was dismissed for
arriving late on three consecutive
occasions despite being warned.
Even though she was warned, this
young woman admitted that she
was late because she had to eat
her breakfast. If eating breakfast
was so important to her, then she
should have gotten up earlier to
have her meal to allow her to arrive
on time. Such dismissals deprive
young people of the opportunity
to improve themselves; however,
unfortunately many people attribute
these dismissals to the grumpiness
of managers. Even worse is that
the subpar performance of the
Jamaican worker is so glaring that
Jamaicans are known for saying
that one Chinese employee can
muster the tasks of five Jamaicans.
Employers often complain that
Jamaican workers will show up to
do work on a site for the day, but
you won’t see them for the rest of
the week. So, to correct human
capital deficiencies, some in the
Jamaican private sector like Paul
B. Scott are suggesting that the
country import human capital from
abroad:

There is little capacity on the
supply side to effectively execute
what needs to be done to fulfill
the potential capacity of Jamaica.
If you want another 10,000 hotel
rooms or increase BPO (business
process outsourcing) or have factories relocated here, then on the
supply side, the labor front must
be addressed.
Training the population would
be an alternative in a different
environment, but when natives
are unresponsive to training and
working, such recommendations
raise serious problems.
Displacement automatically
breeds resentment, yet the reality
is that if Jamaican culture fails to
evolve, then natives will be displaced. The decline of pork barrel
politics in Europe and modernization in Japan and Singapore indicate
that people can mature if they elect
leaders capable of reforming culture and institutions. Jamaica has
immense potential, and it would
be quite sad for its people to perish
due to a lack of knowledge and
visionless leadership.
*****
Lipton Matthews is a researcher,
business analyst, and contributor
to Merion West, The Federalist,
American Thinker, Intellectual
Takeout, mises.org, and Imaginative Conservative. Visit his YouTube
channel, with numerous interviews
with a variety of scholars, here. He
may be contacted at lo_matthews@
yahoo.com or on Twitter (@matthewslipton).
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Democrats’ drug pricing plan is the
wrong prescription for inflation
By Erica York
Gas prices are high, everyday household
goods are growing more expensive and grocery store receipts are increasingly painful
to look at. Inflation’s sting has hit seemingly
every corner of our economy, some worse
than others.
But one category that seems to have
escaped inflation (at least for now) is drug
prices, not that you can tell from the policies
being championed by President Joe Biden
and congressional Democrats. Their plan
for prescription drugs is not a serious way
to address today’s crisis and, worse, would
create other ills.
Democrats are proposing an idea that has
been favored by the party for quite some
time. Under Medicare Part D — a program
that helps seniors afford prescription drugs
— the federal government would get to set
the prices for certain drugs.
To enforce the prices, manufacturers who
do not comply would face an excise tax on
drug sales of up to 1,900 percent. Imagine a
drug with a normally stated price of $100 — it
would face an additional tax of up $1,900 if
the manufacturer did not agree to the government-set price. The excise tax penalty is
extreme enough to make all manufacturers
either comply with the lower prices or pull
a particular drug out of the U.S. market en-

tirely, so no new tax revenue would actually
be raised.
But, under the proposal, government-set
prices would lead to lower costs for certain
drugs, and over time, spending by the federal
government and some private payers would
fall as a result.
Letting the government set the price for
certain drugs is being heralded as a way to
address inflation, but according to data from
the Labor Department, prescription drug prices have only risen 2.2 percent over the past
12 months and even experienced a decline
from February to March this year. Drug price

inflation was below average inflation levels
over the past four years.
In other words, prescription drugs are
not the driver of the high inflation we’re
currently seeing.
Worse yet, the Congressional Budget
Office (CBO), Congress’s nonpartisan scorekeepers, concludes lower drug prices would
also lead to less research and development
(R&D).
What does lower R&D mean? Fewer
new drugs can make it to market, such as
breakthroughs or advancements for some
of our rarest diseases. New specialty drugs
lead to improved health outcomes and longer life spans. The nonpartisan CBO again:
“The overall effect on the health of families
in the United States that would stem from
increased use of prescription drugs [due to
lower prices] but decreased availability of
new drugs is unclear.”
Advocates for drug price controls often
point overseas for justification for such a
policy. But research has shown that government-set prices in Europe resulted in an
exodus of R&D spending and research jobs,
delays for consumers to access drugs, and
new medicines being completely forgone.
The European Union traded long-term economic and scientific advancement — which
help not just their patients but patients

worldwide — for short-term savings on some
existing drugs.
Europe lost some of the best, most cutting-edge jobs in the world to other countries.
If the U.S. were to follow suit, where might
our country’s R&D activity move to? The
answer is other countries where innovation in
life sciences is being treated more seriously,
most crucially, China. The benefits of having
life-saving advancements happen here, in
the U.S. — for the sake of our patients and
to remain global leaders in health care innovation — cannot be overstated.
Policy choices matter, and especially
with a corner of the market so vital to our
lives, livelihoods and longevity, the policies
Washington implements need to be looked
at from every angle to see if the trade-offs
are worth it.
When it comes to Build Back Better’s
approach to drug pricing, the picture is
clear: Government-set prices on a few drugs
now — enforced by the threat of extremely
high excise tax rates — would lead to less
innovation, fewer medical breakthroughs and
a stronger chance of competitors like China
finding next big cure.
*****
Erica York is a senior economist at the Tax
Foundation, a think tank in Washington, D.C.
You can follow her on Twitter @EricaDYork

The stats are alarming: Congress must act to curb retail crime
By Richard Marianos
The groundswell of organized retail crime
is a national issue that risks spreading local
law enforcement thin. While the American
public sees headlines of smash-and-grab
robberies or watches shock-inducing footage
of their favorite retailers left ransacked and
wrecked, it’s our local police forces that are
left to pick up the pieces.
Almost 70 percent of storefronts have reported an increase in theft this past year, and
the Coalition of Law Enforcement and Retail
estimates that organized retail crime accounts
for $45 billion in annual retail losses. In one
instance alone in February 2021, a group
brazenly grabbed handbags worth $165,000
from the shelves of a Chanel store in New
York in a daytime robbery.
Why the sudden spike in crime sprees
over the past couple of years? Historically,
organized retail crime tends to increase in
challenging times. According to U.S. court
statistics, retail theft skyrocketed by 16
percent after 9/11 and by 30 percent during
the 2008 recession. It’s no surprise that we
are seeing a similar, albeit accelerated, trend
amid the protracted pandemic and crippling
inflation.
But what makes this current organized
retail crime wave more pervasive and problematic than ever is where these stolen goods
may end up once they are swiped from store
shelves. Gone are the days of pawning stolen
merchandise on street corners and flea mar-

kets; criminals are turning to the anonymity
of the internet to peddle their loot. Stolen
items are showing up on the virtual marketplaces that consumers traffic on a daily
basis, seamlessly fitting in with honest online
storefronts and businesses.
It has become increasingly taxing for law
enforcement units to keep up with the surge
of organized retail crime endangering retail
employees and consumers alike. Staffing
shortages, budget cuts, and a sweeping rise
in violent crime — which the FBI estimates
to have jumped 5.6 percent in 2020 — are
all to blame. Police may be physically overwhelmed with chasing, mitigating and arresting thieves, shooters and murderers in many
U.S. cities. There are simply not enough

resources for these precincts to additionally
allocate to monitoring the vast entirety of
the internet.
That’s why federal legislation such as the
Integrity, Notification, and Fairness in Online
Retail Marketplaces for Consumers, or INFORM Consumers Act (H.R. 5502), could
be a valuable and essential tool. It’s the least
Congress can do to support law enforcement
online as they continue to work to combat organized retail crime. The bill requires online
marketplaces to clearly disclose contact information of certain high-volume, third-party
sellers to consumers and provide consumers
with ways to report suspicious marketplace
activity. The Federal Trade Commission and
state attorneys general would have authority

to enforce the requirements.
This means that passing the INFORM
Consumers Act would empower online
marketplaces to become better partners in
tracking and identifying retail theft rings by
building a more transparent and accountable
online ecosystem that benefits retailers, consumers and law enforcement alike. The bill
has gained support from law enforcement.
The bottom line is that the rise in organized retail crime is a national issue that
must be met with a national solution. Local
police departments simply don’t have the
time or resources to wait for the inconsistent
variety of state legislative attempts to curb
criminal activity.
Congress must ensure that H.R. 5502
— a bipartisan bill also supported by both
the e-commerce and retail industries — is
included in the final Bipartisan Innovation
Act currently being negotiated by House
and Senate conferees. This would be a
critical step toward universally helping law
enforcement do what they do best: keeping
communities safe.
Richard Marianos, an adjunct professor at Georgetown University, is a senior
law enforcement consultant, having served
more than 27 years with the U.S. Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.
He was assistant director in the Office of
Public and Governmental Affairs and Special
Agent in Charge of ATF’s Washington Field
Division.

(Continued from Page 18)
—In the light of prevailing medical opinion, the child’s suffering must be unbearable
and with no prospect of improvement. This
means that the decision to discontinue treatment is justified. There must be no doubt
about the diagnosis and prognosis;
—Both the physician and the parents must
be convinced that there is no reasonable alternative solution given the child’s situation;
—The parents must have given their consent for the termination of life;
—The parents must have been fully informed of the diagnosis and prognosis;
—At least one other, independent physician must have examined the child and given
a written opinion on compliance with the due
care criteria listed above;
—The termination must be performed
with all due care.
That does not sound like abortion clinics
that we have heard about.
All that may sound reasonable as presented above; however, it may not really be.
When a woman wants an abortion, she may
present herself to her doctor in such a way as
makes it seem like the pregnancy is somehow
hurting her, or causing her grave concern, or
is hurting the baby. Not wanting a baby is
the big incentive to wanting an abortion.
And that alone can be the kind of thing that
might lump all mothers into one category
and eventually ban abortions in cases where
they’re really needed.
However, while I am not in favor of abortions in general, and certainly not for anyone
who was just too lazy to prevent their own
pregnancy, I am in favor of saving the life
of the mother, especially if she already has
children that need her care. And if her unborn
child is still able to be born without danger to
her, the mother, she may choose to give her
baby a chance to live and give it to a mother
longing for a child.
Here are some excepts from an article
(document) written about “The Fundamentals of Abortion and Government,” by
Daniel Raphael, Ph.D.
In the logic of radical reductionism, sexual
intercourse between heterosexual couples
eventuates in reproduction of the species,
pregnancy. In the best of cases, pregnancy

is desirable, planned, and intentionally produces babies. In this case, there is no conflict
of interests concerning abortion.
At the other end of the spectrum is when
sexual intercourse results in an unwanted
pregnancy, in any situation from rape and
incest to consensual intercourse.
The crux of the second situation is the
lack of forethought to invoke some form
of contraception. The reasons for the lack
of forethought is irrelevant in this argument.
—Unplanned pregnancy can be resolved
by
● Acceptance of the pregnancy and the
eventual birth of the child;
● Rejection of the pregnancy and reluctance to carry the pregnancy to term;
● Rejection of the pregnancy with action
to abort.
—As abortion at any stage of pregnancy
is immoral, 1) what compromises are reasonable for abortion to occur? and, 2) what
reasons make it reasonably acceptable?
● The abort should occur immediately,
but no later than 10 weeks using an abortion
pill such as Mifepristone (RU-486) with
misoprostol.
● The reasoning is based on the lack of
the audible presence of a heartbeat of the
fetus up to 10 weeks. In criminal and medical
legal terms, lack of a heart beat is evidence
of death whether or not the tissue is viable
with organic or mechanical support.
In the Absence of Forethought
As forethought of pregnancy is often
missing before and during sexual intercourse,
there must exist the means for the male and
female to have readily available contraceptive products and medications that will act
with or without each partner’s conscious
forethought and use at that time or during
sexual intercourse.
And so it is that those engaged in sexual
intercourse must realize what could be the
end result of that event; yet even more than
that, if such an event might be a possibility
for any couple (especially for the woman), it
behooves them (or her) to be prepared enough
to not let that happen. There is nothing happy
nor easy about having an abortion, and you,
the woman, will wish you never had gotten

yourself into this situation.
When you think about it, you will know
that a little forethought is worth many, many
pounds of afterthought. While I am not at
all a religious fanatic (although I used to be
Catholic and birth control was not allowed),
I looked up online for the latest teaching on
the subject of birth control as taught by the
Catholic church. Here is what it said:
“The Roman Catholic Church believes
that using contraception is ‘intrinsically
evil’ in itself, regardless of the consequences.
Catholics are only permitted to use natural
methods of birth control. But the Church
does not condemn things like the pill or
condoms in themselves.”
One wonders what that last sentence
means. If the pill or condoms are not condemned by the Church in themselves, in what
way would they be condemned? But then, if
Catholic Christians can use those methods
of birth control, there is no reason to not be
prepared for such situations — other than
not having the cost for one of those means of
birth control (in which case you’ll just have
to practice abstinence).
So while no woman really wants to have
an abortion, it might behoove her to think
about the following and then consider ways
to not find herself in that situation.
Here is one way to see how the baby grows
inside the woman: one can see that it grows

quickly, and the little heart can start beating
within the second month, while the fingers
and toes are taking shape. By the end of the
third month, the fetus is fully formed. If the
baby were born prematurely, it could possibly live after the 23rd week, but naturally,
it continues to gain strength and grow in all
ways while still in the womb.
(See illustration above)
The good news is that if for any reason
you, the mother, do not wish to keep your
little baby, there are many women who will
happily take over that responsibility and all
the joy that goes with it. You’ll be doing the
new mother a big favor and you won’t have
to go through an abortion, always wondering
if you did the right thing… or not.
Advice to young lovers or young lusters:
please be prepared for your amorous tryst or
romantic encounters so that you won’t ever
have to regret it by having an abortion. Save
all the abortions for those that really need
them, so that they will live to raise their
other children. And all the childless women
will thank you for your contribution to their
happiness.
*****
Maramis Choufani is the Managing Editor of the Las Vegas Tribune. She writes a
weekly column in this newspaper. To contact
Maramis, email her at maramistribune@
gmail.com.
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Frank Marino has a great wardrobe of gowns!

Frank Marino’s Star-Studded Review

By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
I really enjoyed Frank Marino’s Red
Carpet Brunch, a show packed with celebrity
impressions, comedy, singing, dancing, and a
gourmet brunch!!” All of this in a charming
while comfortable, intimate lounge where almost every seat is like being in the front row.
What a show! The best is yet to come because Frank Marino is always perfect playing
his long time role as Joan Rivers.
Dubbed “Ms. Las Vegas” for his longtime
starring role as Joan Rivers in the Las Vegas
drag revue Frank Marino’s Divas Las Vegas,
which played at The Linq (formerly known
as Imperial Palace and The Quad) on the Las
Vegas Strip until June 2018. In July 2021
Marino was called “the undisputed Queen
of Las Vegas and the world’s most successful
tribute artist” by Las Vegas Today Magazine.
The audience enjoyed some of the best
interpretations of Cher, Tina, Taylor, Diana,
Bette, and Liza. Yes, they saw all of these acts
on stage and also coming direct to each table.
The thrill of hearing these famous songs as
each superstar celebrity impressionist sings
their hits! They perform with such accuracy
you have the feeling of being there at each
of the star’s openings.
Relax sipping your Magnificent Marino
Martini (Grey Goose Vodka, dry Vermouth),
the Aquaria Blue Tropic (with spiced rum,
coconut rum), Belli Bellini (peach liqueur,
prosecco), or any of their other original
drinks. What an interesting mix of flavors in
these drink combinations!

The Brunch is like no other Brunch
Choose from the Short Stack Buttermilk
Pancakes (whipped butter, warm maple
syrup, Applewood smoked bacon or pork
sausage), Continental Breakfast Basket (bear
claw, cinnamon custard bun, butter croissant,
cheese Danish or chocolate croissant), Classic Breakfast (Lyonnaise potatoes, bacon
and sausage), Cinnamon Swirl Whole Grain
Oatmeal (cinnamon syrup, fresh berries,
toasted pecans), Mojito Fruit Bowl (seasonal
fruit, fresh berries, toasted coconut, mint
and lime syrup, granola crumble, banana
bread), Avocado Toast (Pickled radish, carrot
ribbons, crispy chickpeas, micro cilantro,
crème fraiche, 7-grain bread, egg any style),
Oven-Roasted Turkey Club (oven-roasted
turkey, shaved ham, Campari tomatoes,
Nueske’s bacon, herb aioli, Gruyere cheese,
and more), Monte Cristo Sandwich (shaved
ham, oven-roasted turkey, Gruyere cheese,
egg-dipped brioche, sauce Mornay, French
fries and fry sauce), or the Burger (8-ounce
ANGUS beef patty, onion jam, Campari

tomatoes, white cheddar, Nueske’s bacon,
French fries and fry sauce). Mimoas, Iced
tea, or coffee included.
Walk the red carpet, pose for photos, at this
star studded, immersive event in the newly
named Frank Marino Cabaret Lounge inside
the Westgate Hotel. There’s show only seating, preferred seating and all you can drink
bottomless Mimosas, and the total ticket with
VIP seating, entrée, and all you can drink
bottomless Mimosas.

Reviewer Sandy Zimmerman
(Photo by Anthony, Cashman Photo)

Frank Marino
I met international superstar Frank Marino
years ago when he was beginning his climb
to stardom, always a great impressionist and
throughout the years became a star!
Back in 2012, I saw Frank Marino in his
hit “Divas Las Vegas” at the Linq Resort
and Casino (Formally known as the Imperial

Palace and the Quad.)
*****
Sandy Zimmerman was Director of Public
Relations/Director of Promotions and Director of Marketing for Las Vegas shows-”Flashdance Fever” (Marina Hotel), “Cotton Club
on Parade” (Aladdin Hotel, now Planet
Hollywood Hotel), Sherman Hemsley — star
of the “Jeffersons,” Gallagher — comedian
(Dunes Hotel), “Men of Paradise” (Vegas
World Hotel, now The Strat), Rita Rudner
— “Women of Comedy,” and many other
Las Vegas shows. After visiting China five
times, Sandy wrote the book “China — the
Ancient Dragon: A Travel Guide to China”
with further research. Sandy wrote and designed “Escape to an Adventure in Thailand
Travel Guide.” She trekked through Chiang
Mai, Thailand’s Northern Jungle and also
rode an elephant in their safari. Following
visiting Australia’s penal colony in Tasmania, Sandy researched and wrote the story
about the famous Ned Kelly, simular to our
Billy the Kid. For Information, Questions,
Submissions, Streaming Interviews, Requests
Contact: sandyzimm2003@yahoo.com or
702-515-0846.

Frank Marino lets the audience ask questions after the celebrity impressionists perform.

CELEBRITY IMPRESSION STARS OF THE SHOW

LifestyLes
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It’s All at Neonopolis
By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by Neonopolis
Neonopolis is an entertainment
center “all-in-one” building — a
place to shop, see stage shows, get
married, play games, enjoy cocktail
lounges, restaurants and even more!
There’s three floors packed with
fun for all ages to enjoy. I was surprised to see axe throwing, yes, axe
throwing, a new sport. When you
walk around each floor, don’t rush
or you’ll miss something. Small
stores might be hidden off to the
sides, check what they have to offer.
I was invited to the Neonopolis
to review David Goldrake, Master
Illusionist, for his latest “M is for
Magic” production show, singer
Chris Ruggiero and several other
stage shows. The theaters were first
class, with great seating, lighting,
and sound. Always one, two, or
more live shows or events.
You can stop at Banger Brewing- a 3,000 square foot pub and
microbrewery. There’s the Cat’s
Meow — a 10,000 square foot
karaoke club piano bar, the Nerd
Bar, and you’ll thrill to Gene Woods
Racing Experience ― An indoor
go-kart track, enjoy the Fremont
Arcade — A video arcade, and

don’t miss the House of Selfies,
an “INSTRAGRAM Museum”,
along with Fat Tuesday — A frozen
daiquiri shop.
Just a few of your great choices of
restaurants: Denny’s- 6,400-squarefoot flagship location for the diner
chain, featuring a wedding chapel.
Yes, there’s a wedding chapel in
Denny’s Restaurant! Speaking
about weddings, one of their wedding chapels offers fake and real
weddings.
The Heart Attack Grill- hamburger restaurant, is known for
offering the world’s highest-calorie
burger.
You’ve probably never heard of
some of these types of businesses!
Visitors will be amazed and happy
to find some of the most unique
stores and choices of businesses.
It’s truly a one-of-its-kind shopping mall. With 250,000 square
feet, Neonopolis is a $100 million
entertainment complex in historic
downtown Las Vegas.
Located on the historic Fremont
Street, in downtown Las Vegas, at
the corner of Las Vegas Boulevard
South.
Plans for Neonopolis were announced in December 1997. It
opened on May 3, 2002. In 2006,

Prudential Real Estate sold Neonopolis to a development group
led by Rohit Joshi for $25 million
dollars.
Neonopolis, a 250,000 sq. ft.
shopping mall, is a $100 million
entertainment complex in Las
Vegas, Nevada located on top of a
$15 million city parking garage. It
is located on Fremont Street, at the
corner of Las Vegas Boulevard. In
keeping with the complex’s name, it
contains three miles of neon lights.
*****
For 25 years, Sandy Zimmerman
appeared on television, along with
interviewing celebrities on the
Academy Awards and other red
carpets, at openings, as well as producing travel specials around the
world and documentaries for Bryce
Canyon National Park, Zion Canyon, Grand Canyon North Rim, and
filmed a real Cattle Drive similar to
the early westerns in Reno, Nevada. Sandy was Director of Public
Relations/Director of Promotions/
and Director of Marketing for
Las Vegas shows — “Flashdance
Fever” (Marina Hotel), “Cotton
Club on Parade” (Aladdin Hotel,
now Planet Hollywood Hotel),
Sherman Hemsley — star of the
“Jeffersons,” Gallagher-comedian
(Dunes Hotel), “Men of Paradise”
(Vegas World Hotel, now The
Strat), Rita Rudner — “Women
of Comedy,” and many other Las
Vegas shows. After visiting China
five times, Sandy wrote the book
“China — the Ancient Dragon: A
Travel Guide to China” with further
research. Sandy wrote and designed
“Escape to an Adventure in Thailand Travel Guide.” She trekked
through Chiang Mai, Thailand’s
Northern Jungle and also rode an
elephant in their safari. Following
visiting Australia’s penal colony

in Tasmania, Sandy researched
and wrote the story about the
famous Ned Kelly, simular to our
Billy the Kid. For Information,

Questions, Submissions, Streaming Interviews, Requests Contact:
sandyzimm2003@yahoo.com or
702-515-0846.
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CITY BEAT
RTC kicks off National Bike Month and encourages
community to #BikeThere with month-long events
Support nurses by volunteering
to help those in need
Visit redcross.org/VolunteerToday to learn
more. Or to help ensure all patients have
access to the blood products they count on,
make an appointment to donate blood by
downloading the Red Cross Blood Donor
App, visiting RedCrossBlood.org, or calling
1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767).
“It’s critically important to maintain a
readily available blood supply, and volunteer donors are the only source of blood,
platelets, and plasma for those in need,” Dr.
Hanna said.
*****

In celebration of National Bike Month,
the Regional Transportation Commission
of Southern Nevada (RTC) encourages our
community to get rolling on two wheels and
#BikeThere! Throughout the month of May,
the RTC will celebrate with Bicycle Transit
Systems and Southern Nevada Bicycle Coalition to host community bike rides, bike
safety and maintenance events, and mark the
expansion of the RTC Bike Share system.
“Cycling safety and education is a critical
part of how the RTC is helping to build a
stronger, more accessible Southern Nevada,”
said M.J. Maynard, RTC chief executive officer. “As an advocate for sustainable mobility
options, I encourage the community to participate in Bike Month to support bicycle safety
and transportation equity for all road users.”
The month-long celebration kicked off
with Congresswoman Dina Titus’s press conference at the Container Park where she announced the expansion of RTC’s Bike Share
program and future biking infrastructure
investments to create safe roads for all users.
Bike Month is full of activities throughout
May, with something for everyone, beginning
with FREE 15-day Explorer passes on RTC
Bike Share. Users can try out bike share
for free until May 31 by using promo code
BIKEMONTH22 at check-out via bikeshare.
rtcsnv.com.
RTC Bike Share will be hosting a community ride through downtown Las Vegas
on Friday, May 13, from 5 to 6 p.m. Riders
will meet at the Fremont Street and 7th Bike
Share station and enjoy a short ride through
local art and shops. The ride is limited to the
first 20 active RTC Bike Share customers.
Bike to Work Week is May 16-20! RTC’s
Club Ride program will reward one cyclist
with a $50 Walmart gift card for going social.
To enter, riders can take a picture riding a
bike to work or college anytime during Bike
Month and post it on social media tagging
Club Ride and RTCSNV on Facebook, Twitter or Instagram and using #BikeThere. Lastly, they have to report their bike commute to
ClubRideLV.com. Winner will be announced
on social media on May 31.
Join a bike safety and maintenance event
in Henderson! To help the community stay
safe and keep their bicycles in good riding
condition all year long, RTC and the Southern Nevada Bicycle Coalition (SNVBC) are
hosting a Bike Safety and Maintenance event
followed by a community ride from 8 to 10
a.m. on Sunday, May 22, at Trek Bikes in
Henderson. Space is limited to the first 25
registered participants.
Closing out the month, in partnership with
the Southern Nevada Health District, the RTC
will unveil a new RTC Bike Share station
on Monday, May 23 at 10 a.m. at Alta Drive
and Martin Luther King Blvd. The station
will feature a new type of docking station
that combines the flexibility and streamlined
infrastructure that cities and riders want.
For more information about Bike Month

celebrations and to register for the events,
visit rtcsnv.com/bikemonth2022.
*****
Clark County supports
wildfire awareness season
The Clark County Commission recognized May through October as wildfire
awareness season calling on all residents to
work together to prevent wildfires and protect
property from the threat of wildfire.
“The threat of wildfires and the damage
and poor air quality conditions they cause
has become a year-round concern in Southern Nevada that is especially pronounced
during the spring and summer months when
vegetation is driest,” said Clark County Commissioner Ross Miller, whose Commission
District C in the northwest Las Vegas Valley
includes Mount Charleston and its neighboring communities. “We remind the public
to please be cautious when doing outdoor
recreation and to do your part to limit any
activities that could cause fires or make a fire
worse if one gets started.”
Clark County’s Fire Department and the
Mount Charleston and Moapa Valley Fire
Districts are partnering with other local,
state and federal agencies throughout the
state of Nevada to support the 2022 Nevada
Wildfire Awareness Campaign: Battle Born.
Wildfire Ready.” Several communities in
Clark County are at risk for wildfire including
Kyle Canyon, Lee Canyon and Cold Creek at
Mount Charleston, Mountain Springs, Trout
Canyon, Nelson, Cactus Springs, Goodsprings, Moapa, Sandy Valley, and Searchlight. One of the worst natural disasters in the
County’s history occurred on July 1, 2013,
when a lightning strike ignited the enormous
Carpenter 1 fire at Mount Charleston. The fire
consumed almost 28,000 acres of the forest,
destroyed six structures and came dangerously close to homes. The public is encouraged
to learn more about wildfire prevention via
www.LivingWithFire.info. Tips to reduce the
threat of wildfires include:
—Clear dead vegetation (trees, grass,
leaves etc.) around your home to limit potential fire fuel.
—Properly soak and dispose of cigarette
butts, charcoal briquettes and any materials
that can start fires.
—Adhere to posted fire restrictions in
National Park Service, U.S. Forest Service
and U.S. Bureau of Land Management areas
in Southern Nevada, including Red Rock,
Mount Charleston and Lake Mead.
—Follow the rules on fireworks. No fireworks of any type are allowed on public lands
— not even those labeled “safe and sane.”
Over the July Fourth holiday from June 28
to July 4 each year, local jurisdictions allow
“safe and sane” fireworks to be sold by nonprofit groups at licensed and inspected neighborhood stands. “Safe and sane” fireworks
include sparklers and fireworks that keep to
a small, circular area on the ground and don’t
explode in the air. Illegal fireworks include

firecrackers, roman candles, sky rockets —
any item with highly combustible materials.
To learn more, visit the inter-agency “You
Light It, We Write It” campaign website at
www.YouLightItWeWriteIt.Vegas.
—Equip all-terrain vehicles (ATVs) and
similar vehicles with spark arrestors.
—Remember that roofs constructed from
fire resistant materials such as tile, metal or
asphalt can significantly increase the survivability of your home, while wood shingle
roofs are more burnable.
—If you are warned that a wildland fire
is threatening your area, listen to your battery-operated radio for reports and evacuation
information. Follow the instructions of local
officials.
Learn about Clark County’s efforts to
fight the impacts of climate change and
promote sustainability at AllinClarkCounty.
com/get-involved. Follow us on Twitter @
SustainClarkCty.
*****
Red Cross joins in honoring
dedicated nursing professionals
who support communities during
disasters — and every day
May 6 marked the start of the 32nd annual
National Nurses Week, a celebration designed
to recognize the essential role nurses play in
all aspects of health care. During this time,
the American Red Cross of Southern Nevada
is honoring the dedicated volunteer and staff
nurses who help the organization fulfill its
mission every day.
Red Cross nurses bring relief to disaster
victims, work in military hospitals, and
collect lifesaving blood, according to Dr.
Hank Hanna, Red Cross Medical Director
for Nevada. “Our staff and volunteer nurses
are critical to most everything we do, such
as helping communities prepare, respond,
and recover from disasters,” he said. “They
provide lifesaving blood therapies to patients
in Nevada suffering from sickle cell disease,
cancer, and many other diseases. Our nurses
also develop and teach courses ranging from
CPR/first aid to disaster preparedness.”
From hospital operating rooms to emergency disaster shelters, nurses are important
members of health care teams, Dr. Hanna
emphasized. “Nurses are a comforting and
critical presence, whether delivering simple
reassurance or lifesaving treatment.”
The American Red Cross was founded
by a battlefield nurse, Clara Barton. Today,
nurses continue to support the Red Cross
mission of providing care and comfort to
those in need. There are also nurses in a
variety of Red Cross leadership positions,
including board members, program directors,
and chapter CEOs.
“I have profound respect for these dedicated medical professionals who always put
others before themselves,” Dr. Hanna said.
“That’s why it’s important to appreciate and
recognize the critical work nurses do by honoring them not just this week, but every day.”

Clark County calls for
new foster parents for infants
Seeing a high number of infants entering
the Clark County foster care system, County
leaders asked residents to consider opening
their hearts and their homes for our youngest
foster children.
“In life there is no greater gift than opening your home to a child and making them a
part of your family,” Commissioner William
McCurdy II said. “I strongly encourage
anyone who has ever thought of becoming a
foster parent to reach out to our Department
of Family Services. These families and these
children need us to give them a safe and
loving home.”
So far this year, 467 children under the
age of 1 have come into the County’s foster
care system, which is well above the pace
from recent years. During all of 2020 there
were 781 infants under 1 in the County’s care
at some point, and in 2021 there were 793
children under 1 in the foster care system.
Becoming a foster parent requires special
training, background checks and home inspections, which altogether can take several
months to complete. By recruiting residents
to begin the process of becoming foster
parents now, there will be more infant-ready
foster homes available later this year if the
trend continues.
“We strive to help families overcome their
challenges and remain together, but sometimes a home is too dangerous for a child,”
Deputy County Manager Kevin Schiller said.
“Foster parents step in during these times of
crisis and give the children a loving and supportive homelife and the strong foundation
they need to be successful.”
The commissioners on Tuesday proclaimed May as National Foster Care
Awareness Month and used the opportunity
to highlight the need for more foster parents,
especially those who can care for infants.
The County Department of Family Services actively recruits foster parents for children ranging in age from newborn to 17. Anyone interested in becoming a foster parent is
encouraged to visit ClarkCountyFosterCare.
com, email Countmein@ClarkCountyNV.
gov, or call (702) 455-0181.
In addition to needing more foster parents
for infants, the County also needs more who
can care for large sibling groups (families
with three, four or more children), and those
who may be able to care for children with
special medical needs.
There are more than 3,400 children in the
County’s foster care system on any given
day. The ultimate goal of the department is
to reunite children with their birth parents,
however, sometimes that can take a significant amount of time.
Foster parents are required to go through
training and become licensed before they can
be compensated for caring for a foster child.
Compensation is typically around $700 per
month per child. The County also provides
various support services for foster families
and covers medical and other costs for foster
children.
*****
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Clark County’s Community
Housing Fund open for business

The Clark County’s new $160-million
Community Housing Fund is now up and
running and ready to accept applications
from developers looking to build affordable
housing in Clark County.
“The Community Housing Fund will
help address the rising cost of purchasing
or renting a home by supporting affordable
housing programs and developments in
Southern Nevada,” Commission Chairman
Jim Gibson said. “The launch of this fund is
the latest significant step taken by the County
to address the housing crisis here, and it gives
us another tool to help residents stay housed.”
Since the onset of the pandemic two
years ago, the County has made substantial
investments in short- and long-term housing
solutions to prevent evictions and homelessness, and to boost the availability of
affordable housing in our community. Earlier
this year, the County Commission approved
plans to help fund seven affordable housing
developments expected to create more than
600 apartments for low-income seniors or
families; and County leaders are in ongoing
negotiations with a developer to build more
than 100 for-sale affordable homes in the
southwest valley. Additionally, the County’s
CHAP program has allocated more than $300
million to provide rent and/or utility assistance to more than 60,000 local households;
and more than 2,300 homeless individuals
have been temporarily housed in unused hotel
or motel rooms.
The new Community Housing Fund will
leverage partnerships and target investment
opportunities to accelerate the development
of permanent affordable housing for low- to
moderate-income households. Developers interested in applying for Community Housing
Funds are encouraged to visit www.ClarkCountyNV.gov/CommunityHousingFund for
more information. Funds allocated from this
first round of applications are expected to be
used for the development or rehabilitation
of multi-family rental housing, and possibly
land acquisition for future affordable housing
projects. County officials project that approximately $140 million could be allocated
during this initial funding round, which could
potentially support the construction of up to
4,000 new affordable housing units.
County officials believe there is currently
a shortage of more than 85,000 homes for
residents considered extremely low-income
and very low-income, which means they earn
less than 50 percent of area median income.
(For example, a very low-income family of
four would earn less than $37,500 a year.)
The lack of affordable housing in Southern
Nevada greatly affects residents who are
working to escape homelessness and those
at risk of becoming homeless.
*****
Restrictions and closures for I-515
(US 95) near Downtown Las Vegas
As a part of the Nevada Department of
Transportation’s I-515 Viaduct Rehab Project, the following traffic restrictions will be
in place this week.
Through Thursday night, May 12
—I-515 southbound - Las Vegas Blvd
to Eastern Ave — Reduced to 1 lane, 11:59
p.m. -5 a.m.
—I-515 northbound - Near Eastern Ave —
Reduced to 1 lane, 11 p.m.-6 a.m.
—I-515 northbound - Near Boulder Hwy
— Reduced to 1 lane, 9 p.m.-6 a.m.
Wednesday, May 11
—I-515 northbound - Las Vegas Blvd to
I-15 — CLOSED 11p.m.-6a.m.
—Las Vegas Blvd on-ramp to I-515 northbound — CLOSED 9p.m.-6a.m.
—Casino Center on-ramp to I-515 northbound — CLOSED 9 p.m.-6 a.m.
—I-515 northbound ramps to I-15 northbound and southbound — CLOSED 11
p.m.-6 a.m.
Thursday, May 12
—I-515 southbound - I-15 to Las Vegas
Blvd — CLOSED 9 p.m.-5 a.m.
—I-15 northbound - Ramp to I-515 southbound — CLOSED 9 p.m.-5 a.m.
—I-15 southbound - Ramp to I-515 southbound — CLOSED 9 p.m.-5 a.m.
—MLK on-ramp to I-515 southbound —
CLOSED 9 p.m.-5 a.m.
—I-515 southbound off-ramps to Casino

Center and Las Vegas Blvd. — CLOSED 9
p.m.-5 a.m.
Ongoing
—I-515 southbound off-ramp to Eastern
Ave — CLOSED through mid-May
—Desert Inn Rd, Eastern Ave, and Maryland Pkwy under I-515 reduced to 2 lanes in
each direction.
Motorists should use caution while traveling through work zones, and take alternate
detour routes, if possible. NDOT works with
Waze to inform the public about planned
highway restrictions. The schedule is subject
to change due to weather or other factors.
For the latest state highway conditions, visit
nvroads.com or call 511 before driving.
Traffic control operations are subject to
change to due weather and other factors. For
additional information, please visit i515project.com and follow @I515FixLV on Twitter,
Facebook, and Instagram. for more project
information. You can also call the project hotline at (702) 426-7505 or text 515PROJECT
to (775) 242-9168 to sign up for text alerts.
*****

Commissioner Naft turns on new
signal at Buffalo, Patrick
Clark County Commissioner Michael Naft
turned on a new traffic signal at Buffalo Drive
and Patrick Lane Wednesday morning.
“Already more than 18,000 vehicles pass
through this intersection every day, and it will
only get busier as development continues in
this area,” Commissioner Naft said. “This
new signal will improve the flow of traffic in
this area, and make the area safer for drivers,
bicyclists and pedestrians.”
The new traffic signal is part of a larger
project that included construction of two
other traffic signals. American Southwest
Electric is the contractor for the project.
*****
New flyover in I-15/215 northern
interchange now open
A key part of the new I-15/215 northern
interchange is open to motorists in North Las
Vegas. Starting 12 noon on Thursday, May 5,
vehicles were allowed to travel freely from

southbound I-15 to westbound 215, traveling
over a new grade separation at Tropical Pkwy.
Drivers will no longer use the stop-sign
controlled intersection at Tropical Pkwy for
that movement.
Motorists also see changes to surface
streets, including local access to Range Rd.
North, Belt Rd., Centennial, and Tropical
Pkwy. In the coming months, additional
flyover ramps will open to provide free movement from westbound 215 to northbound I-15
and northbound I-15 to eastbound 215. The
project remains on target for completion in
the fall of 2022.
Phase 4 of the I-15 North Corridor consists of designing new ramps, flyovers and
I-15/215 street connections to complete a
system-to-system interchange configuration
where the northern I-15 meets the Clark
County 215 Las Vegas Beltway.
Motorists should use caution while traveling through work zones, and take alternate
detour routes, if possible. NDOT works with
Waze to inform the public about planned
highway restrictions. Construction schedules are subject to change due to weather or
other factors. For the latest state highway
conditions, visit nvroads.com or call 511
before driving.
*****

Boulder City ARPA Funding
Town Hall Discussion

Boulder City is the recipient of $21.7 million from the
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA):
•

$11.7 million for ARPAͲapproved expenditures 

(infrastructure, supporting nonͲprofits and small businesses, etc.)
•

$10 million for streamlined revenue loss provision

(may spend on nearly anything Council approves) 

For two months, residents submitted ideas on how to invest the money.
Staff invites you to examine ideas and provide feedback on next steps.

Wednesday, May 17, 2022 at 10:00 a.m.
Elaine K. Smith Building
700 Wyoming Street Ͳ Boulder City, NV 89005 

Questions? Call 702.293.9202 or email
ARPA@bcnv.org

The Power of Resistance in Leadership
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By Doug Dickerson
“Only a mediocre person is always at his best.” — W. Somerset
Maugham
I came across an interesting story not long ago about how our muscles grow and develop. According
to medical research, “muscle size
increases when a person continually challenges the muscles to deal
with higher levels of resistance or
weight. This process is known as
hypertrophy. Muscle hypertrophy
occurs when fibers sustain damage
or injury. The body repairs damaged fibers by fusing them, which
increases the mass and size of the
muscles.”
Did you catch that? Muscles
build when there is resistance. The
process actually includes the tearing of muscle fibers. It sounds like
a painful process but it is necessary
for the bigger picture; gaining muscle strength and growth.
When it comes to our personal
growth and our growth as leaders,

DoUg DICkErsoN
we tend to stay away from things
(or people) that cause us pain. And
often, the very thing that will move
us in the direction of more growth
and development, is the very thing
we try to avoid. Why? Because it’s
painful or because we are unwilling
to pay the price for that growth. It’s
the ultimate catch-22.
In The 15 Invaluable Laws of

Growth, here’s how John Maxwell
defines the Law of the Rubber Band,
“Growth stops when you lose the
tension between where you are
and where you could be.” There
are many uses for a rubber band,
but it’s of no use or value until it’s
stretched.
As a leader, how willing and
open are you to being stretched for
the sake of growth? What sacrifices
are you willing to make to become a
better leader tomorrow? Unless you
are stretched you will never reach
your full leadership potential.
Your physical muscles grow as
they are challenged to deal with
higher levels of resistance. What
does that look like in leadership?
Let’s consider these two ways.
You grow in your leadership
as you resist your
comfort zones
When you begin moving out
of your comfort zones — those
familiar places where you routinely operate with a great degree of

BEHIND THE MIKE

Everyone is an Underdog

By Michael A. Aun
Everyone loves the underdog.
Nothing in the world feels better
than doing what the experts say you
cannot. It is the Horatio Alger story
on steroids. Living thru humble
beginnings and winning the grand
prize.
Lots of things find their way
into underdog equations. Victory
is sweeter when you overcome the
odds. A Tiger Woods comeback is
one form. You knew he could not
win The Masters, but did it keep
millions around the world from
pulling for him? He was gracious
and modest afterwards, redeeming
qualities that he never previously
displayed so readily.
Having had scores of opportunities to speak to athletic teams on
all levels of sports, I find solace in
utilizing the “underdog” approach
to motivating the troops. I do
not know for sure if any speech
I ever gave at any level affected
the outcome of the game. I was
brought in for a specific reason…
to salvage something from the mess
that existed.
True underdogs do not bark.
“Barkers” risk nothing because they
have nothing to lose.
When I work the sidelines as
ball boy with my son Cory who is
a football coach at St. Cloud High
School in central Florida, I hear
defensive backs talking trash to
wideouts. Some take the bait and
end up in a grudge match that no
one wins, often ending in slugfests.
Underdogs are not just sports
oriented. Every phase of life from
dating and mating to chasing the
dream of a Super Bowl has an underdog equation. The best attribute
I can attest to is that underdogs
evolve.
They adapt; they do not adopt.
They progress because they prepare, and they are relentless in
their attitude. They do not see the
game ending another way. They
understand that to stand out you
must first stand up.
In the early eighties, I released
a series of audio and video albums
titled the “Game Plan Series.” One
of the albums titled “Game Plan
for Beating the Odds,” subtitled
taking the fear out of defeat. Always
expect to win.
I lost the World Championship

MICHAEL A. AUN
of Public Speaking in Toronto,
Ontario in 1977 because I went 8
seconds over my time limit… and
was disqualified. Even then, I had
a victory speech prepared.
It turned out to be a consolation
response, congratulating Evelyn
Jane Davis, a blind Washington, DC
lawyer, who did win. That was not
prepared. I learned to hope for the
best but be prepared for the worst.
Every competition ends in loss for
one side or another.
I recently did a podcast with two
past World Champions of Public
Speaking, Darren LaCroix (2001
winner) and Mark Brown (1995
winner).
They were interviewing me
about being the only Past World
Champion who had earned a Certified Speaking Professional (CSP)
designation from the National
Speakers Association, the (CPAE)
Speaker Hall of Fame award. The

latter is awarded to you by your
peers and fellow professional
speakers.
There was another man who
preceded me who had garnered
all three awards, the late Cavett
Robert, the 1942 winner who also
founded the National Speakers Association. He recruited me to join
NSA when I won the championship
in 1978 in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada.
Much of my interview with
Mark and Darren focused on the
many unwritten rules I have broken
enroute to my career in Toastmasters and on the platform.
One such unwritten rule was to
“never move on the stage.” In 1978
Toastmasters International Executive Director Terrance McCann
told me I was the first speaker who
came out from behind the lectern
and moved around on the stage.
Competition rules did not prohibit
speakers from moving; they simply
never asked.
I suspect that had as much to
do with the win as anything. I am
a big fan of being misunderstood,
vilification, the underdog status and
mastering the so-called myths on
the platform.
Never fear being the underdog!
Everyone pulls for them for one
reason only- they too are underdogs.
*****
Michael Aun is a syndicated columnist and writes a weekly column
for this newspaper. To contact Michael Aun go to www.aunline.com.

predictability, then you will begin
to feel resistance. It’s akin to the
feeling you had when the training
wheels came off when learning how
to ride a bike, or when learning
to swim and you took the plunge
into the deep end of the pool. All
of your training and learning up to
that point have prepared you for
the next step.
In order to grow, you must be
willing to move in the direction of
the things you’ve resisted the most
up to this point.
In the book Originals — How
Non-Conformists Move the World,
Adam Grant quotes John Kotter
who sheds additional light here
stating, “Without a sense of urgency, people… won’t make sacrifices.
Instead, they cling to the status quo
and resist.” Perhaps in your leadership, this is where you find yourself
— with no sense of urgency. Here’s
what you need to know — without
embracing resistance that will develop you as a leader, you will stay
right where you are.
Without a sense of urgency, you
will be at the same pace a year from
now as you find yourself today.
Your personal growth and development will only happen when you
are willing and prepared to make
the sacrifices to get there.
You grow in your leadership
when you embrace

the tension of growth
Developing your leadership
mettle happens when you embrace
the tensions of growth. I’m not
talking about the tension that arises due to strained relationships or
conflict in the office. The tension
that I am referring to is the tension
that’s created when you recognize
that your comfort zone is no longer
serving you well and it’s time to
get out of it. It’s the tension that
takes place when you move from a
fixed mindset to a growth mindset
and from a negative attitude to a
positive attitude. It’s the tension
that takes place as John Maxwell
says when you are willing to give
up security for significance and
addition for multiplication.
Ultimately, by embracing the
tension of growth you will develop
a new set of leadership muscles and
fortitude you didn’t have before.
Simon Sinek remarked, “Working hard for something we don’t
care about is called stress. Working hard for something we love is
called passion.” And passion is the
ultimate difference-maker when
it comes to how you lead. It emboldens you with confidence and
confidence is contagious.
Final Thoughts
Your personal growth and development and that of your leadership
occur when you embrace the tension and put resistance to work. As
you embrace the tension, you will
grow as a leader. This is how you
put resistance to good work.
*****
Doug Dickerson is a syndicated
columnist. He writes a weekly column for this newspaper. To contact
Doug Dickerson go to www.dougdickerson.net.

Bob Beckett
Attorney At Law

Elected 5 terms as Nye County District Attorney
Practice areas
Criminal defense, Personal injury, Bankruptcy
and debt, Car accident, DUI and DWI
Licensed for 29 years
AVVO CONTRIBUTIONS
Beckett knows Nevada criminal law
— especially how to get the most out of
the probation/monitoring system.
Beckett provides very effective and
personable service — His fees are also fair

During these Covid-19 days, the Urantia Book Study
Group has taken to Zoom, as many other meetings
have. As always, this high-level discussion group
is for all faiths, all ages,and all those seeking
answers to their unanswered questions.
Call 775-513-0942 for details

(702) 334-4886
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Social Security awareneSS

Eight
retirement
planning
red
flags
Spotting oversights in your retirement plan early can lead to years of financial stability.
By Rachel Hartman
U.S. News
If something doesn’t seem right
in your retirement savings strategy,
the best time to figure out where improvements could be made is now.
Catching pitfalls early can help you
secure a comfortable retirement
later. Here are some warning signs
that something might be wrong
with your retirement plan, as well
as simple fixes to get back on track.
1. There’s no plan.
If you have been sporadically
saving or occasionally putting
funds into a 401(k), it’s time to sit
down and see exactly how much
you have. “While there are more
and less optimal ways to approach
your retirement, any plan is better
than no plan at all,” says Benjamin
Sullivan, a certified financial planner with Palisades Hudson Financial Group in Austin, Texas. Start
by talking to a financial advisor
and your employer to learn about
your options. You might find out
you can put more in a 401(k) each
year, or you may decide to put a
specific portion of your paycheck
each month in an individual retirement account.
2. Nothing is automated.
If you look for extra cash to
stash away at the end of the month
after your other expenses have been
paid, you could quickly fall short
of your retirement goals. To turn
the situation around, make savings
an automated process that comes
directly from your payroll or checking account each month. “Cultivate
the habit of paying yourself first by
deducting funds for your retirement
account before any other expenses
are deducted from your paycheck,”
says Alexander Lowry, professor of
finance at Gordon College. “You
will find it easier to adjust to living
on the balance of what’s left.”
3. All your money is in one
investment.
Diversity is key when it comes

to retirement planning, and your
portfolio should reflect that strategy. “With markets being volatile,
it’s tempting to want to keep most
of your retirement assets in conservative asset classes such as cash or
certificates of deposit,” Lowry says.
“But these products are likely to
underperform the market and not
keep up with the rate of inflation.”
To create balance, aim for a portfolio allocation with a mix of stocks
and bonds that reflects your risk
tolerance.
4. No meetings with your
financial advisor.
While meeting with a financial
advisor can help you get started
on retirement planning, it’s also
important to check in regularly to
see where improvements could be
made. “If you made a retirement
plan once but you haven’t revis-

ited it in a while, your retirement
plan could be off track without
you noticing,” Sullivan says. You
might need to adjust the plan if you
recently got married, had a shift
in your career path or moved to a
different home.
5. Failure to factor in rising
health care costs.
A couple retiring in 2022 will
need an estimated $280,000 to cover health care costs in retirement,
according to research by Fidelity.
With health care costs expected
to rise in the coming years, it’s essential to consider these upcoming
expenses when planning for retirement. “A qualified retirement financial planner can help you conduct
a thorough analysis of maintenance
costs, insurance premiums, copays, deductibles, prescriptions and
estimate possible long-term care

expenses to help you better prepare
for retirement,” Lowry says.
6. Saving regularly but not
enough.
If you are setting aside 5 percent
of your income each year toward
retirement, you’re likely off to a
good start. But you will have a
more comfortable retirement if
you increase your savings rate.
“Your savings rate has the greatest
influence on your ability to achieve
your retirement goals,” says Stuart
Ritter, senior financial planner at
T. Rowe Price in Baltimore. “You
should be saving at least 15 percent
of your gross household income,
and that includes any employer
match you may be receiving.”
To reach the 15 percent mark,
look at your current budget and determine if adjustments can be made
to certain areas. You might be able

to cut back on entertainment-related
costs, dining out or other areas to
put an additional amount toward
retirement. Saving just a few percentage points more of your income
each year could ultimately lead to
hundreds of thousands more when
you retire.
7. Financially supporting
others at your own expense.
Whether it’s an adult child
who has moved back home or an
aging parent, providing financial
assistance to family members
could be costly down the road. “It
is incredibly difficult to be financially independent when others are
financially dependent on you,” says
Kurt Rossi, CEO of Independent
Wealth Management in Wall, New
Jersey. “While financially supporting family may be critical, it is
important to avoid overextending
your financial support to the detriment of your personal long-term
financial goals.” You might need to
reduce the amount you are spending
to support others so that you can
put those funds toward your own
financial future.
8. Retiring with debt.
If you currently carry high credit
card balances or have a home equity
loan or a substantial mortgage, it
may be time to work on getting rid
of those balances. “Many retirees
carry a substantial debt burden
with them into retirement,” Rossi
says. Addressing your loans now
may free up cash that could be
put toward other living expenses
in retirement. “Consider taking a
proactive approach to addressing
your debt, even if it means that
you must downsize your home or
other assets to eliminate debt levels
before retirement,” Rossi says.
*****
Rachel Hartman has been a
freelance writer for more than 10
years and frequently covers retirement topics.

to your area’s cost of living and
desired quality of life in retirement.
Tip No. 3: Be Sure to Work

Long Enough to Earn Benefits
In order to get your Social Security benefits, you need to put in your
time — a minimum of a decade, that
is. In order to qualify, workers need
to put in at least 40 quarters — or 10
years — of Social Security wages.
Tip No. 4: Choose a Community With a Low Cost of Living
Even though your community
might have been a perfect place to
raise your family, it might not be the
best fit for retirement. If the cost of
living in your area is skyrocketing,
it might be time to think about a relocation to a place where you could
potentially live on Social Security
benefits alone.
Tip No. 5: Think Twice Before
You Retire Abroad
Many retirees dream of the expat life, leaving behind the Red,
White and Blue for some greener
pastures and new adventures. Even
though many countries have low
costs of living, be realistic — do
you really want to learn a new language and adjust to a new culture
that late in life?

Five Social Security tips you need to know
By Rachel Farrow
Yahoo Finance
Social Security might seem
like the highway to a comfortable
retirement, but the program is uncharted territory for most. Instead
of leaping blindly into your golden
years, learn some valuable tips
to make the most of your Social
Security benefits.
Tip No. 1: Don’t Depend on
Social Security Alone
Even though Social Security is
a nice buffer, don’t rely on it as a
retirement crutch. The program was
never laid out to be the sole income
for retirees, so take the advice
straight from the source: the Social
Security Administration. According
to the SSA, the benefit replaces
roughly 40 percent of the typical
wage earner’s income, and retirees
usually require 70 percent or more
of their pre-retirement income to
live comfortably.
Tip No. 2: Higher Earners
Need to Save More
Not all Social Security checks
are created equal — and lower

earners typically see larger income
replacement rates than their higher-earning counterparts.

If your wallet has always seemed
a bit more flush, make sure that piggy bank stays stuffed in accordance

Helpful facts about Social Security disability benefits
By Barbara Duckett
Social Security Public Affairs
Specialist in Las Vegas
When the unexpected happens and you
can no longer work due to a serious medical
condition, Social Security is there with a
lifeline to help you and your family.
Most American workers contribute to
Social Security through federal payroll taxes
and benefit through monthly retirement payments later in life. For others whose working
years are cut short by severe and lasting
illness or injury, Social Security provides
financial assistance to help them through the
critical times.
Here are six facts you should know about
Social Security’s disability program:
Social Security disability insurance
is coverage that workers earn.
The program provides a safety net to
disabled workers who’ve paid enough Social Security taxes on their earnings. Social
Security disability benefits replace some of
their income if their medical condition leaves
them unable to work.
The Social Security Act defines
disability very strictly.
A person is considered disabled under

the Social Security Act if they can’t work
due to a serious medical condition that has
lasted, or is expected to last, at least one year
or result in death. Social Security does not
offer temporary or partial disability benefits.
Disability can happen
to anyone at any age.
Serious medical conditions, such as cancer and mental illness, affect the young and
elderly alike. One in four 20-year-olds will
become disabled before retirement age and
may need Social Security disability benefits’
critical support.
Social Security disability payments
help disabled workers to meet
their basic needs.
The average monthly Social Security
disability benefit is $1,197, as of January
2022. This amount helps disabled workers to
meet their basic needs when they need that
help the most.
Social Security works aggressively
to prevent, detect, and help
prosecute fraud.
Social Security is committed to protecting
your investment. Along with the Office of
Inspector General, Social Security takes a
zero tolerance approach to fraud. The result

is a fraud incidence rate of a fraction of one
percent.
Social Security helps people return
to work without losing benefits.
Often, people would like to re-enter
the workforce, but worry they’ll lose disability benefits. We connect them to free
employment support services and help them

maintain benefits such as health care. Learn
about our Ticket to Work program at http://
choosework.ssa.gov. We’re with you through
life’s journey, offering disability benefits to
ten million people.
Learn more about our disability insurance program at www.socialsecurity.gov/
disability.
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What You
Need To
Know
By Dr Nina Radcliff

Mental Health and Its Link
to Your Heart’s Health
By Dr. Nina Radcliff, MD
Your physical and mental health
are intertwined. And your mental
health can have a direct impact
on your heart health in the long
term. A large and growing body of
research shows that mental health
is associated with risk factors for
heart disease.
When experiencing stress, depression, anxiety, or post-traumatic
stress disorder (PTSD), people can
experience certain physiologic effects on the body, such as increased
heart rate and blood pressure;
reduced blood flow to the heart;
and heightened levels of cortisol.
Over time, these effects can lead
to calcium buildup in the arteries,
metabolic disease, and heart disease
— and there’s more!
When feeling down, it’s a fact
that people find it easier to reach
for a favorite comfort food, skip
a workout, or have sleep routine
issues and more negative thoughts.
At times when life throws you curveballs it’s also important to know
your heart health is at greater risk.
How Mental Health Impacts
Your Heart Health
—Chronic stress is a consistent sense of feeling pressured and
overwhelmed over a period from
challenging situations. It’s linked to
playing a major role in heart-related
disease as well as depression, anxi-

ety, hostility, and even social isolation which all too have an adverse
impact on cardiovascular health.
—Anxiety can cause significant
fluctuations in the rhythm of the
heart and blood pressure.
And, anxiety causes the stress
hormone cortisol to be secreted.
Cortisol can also further aggravate anxiety levels, causing heart
palpitations, sweating, and even
blackouts, in certain cases. People
who suffer from recurring or constant anxiety could, overtime, develop heart problems. And studies
show that a malfunctioning stress
response promotes inflammation,
which damages the artery linings
and sets the stage for the buildup
of coronary plaque (decreasing
and even blocking blood flow to
the heart).
—Depression can impact your
emotional, physical, and behavioral
wellbeing. It too leads to an increase in the production of cortisol,
which boosts your heart rate. And
depression can drive unhealthy
“coping mechanisms” in the form
of smoking, alcohol, substance
abuse, and overeating — all of
which have unhealthy impact on
the heart.
—PTSD is when people who
have experienced or witnessed a
traumatic event have intense, disturbing thoughts and feelings relat-

ed to their experience that last long
after the traumatic event has ended
— and it’s associated as a risk factor
of cardiovascular disease.
Actions to Help
When you feel down, it’s important to take care of yourself! If
these feelings go on for several days
to a week, it’s important to take
actions to ensure you’re making
healthy lifestyle choices to support
your overall well-being.
Research shows that when we
take action to increase healthy
behaviors, we have the capability
to reduce the risk of experiencing
a heart disease event.
Experts Recommend
—Recognize the signs and
symptoms when experiencing
chronic stress, depression, PTSD,
or anxiety not just in yourself, but
others. Don’t delay!
—Keep watch of the days — a
few days can turn into a week and
then weeks or even a month (or
more). When your healthy routines
are knocked by a life situation for
even a few days, it’s important to
take stock and take action to ensure
your day-to-day health routines are
indeed healthy (from sleep to eating

to drinking to physical activity to
social connections).
—If days turn to weeks, ask
for help. Consider speaking with
your healthcare professional. Or,
reach out to a support person you
can trust.
—Remember, too, that something as simple as taking a walk,
30 minutes a day, even if you do
only 10 minutes at a time, can
help your heart and mind. Physical
activity improves your mood while
you’re doing it, and regular physical activity can also lower the risk
of depression and improve your
overall quality of life.
—If reaching for unhealthy
foods has become a habit, try
shifting to healthier options, like
cooking techniques or substituting
ingredients to cut down on fat,
added sugar, sodium, and calories.
Grab healthy snacks, such as fresh
fruits and vegetables, or choose
undressed salads and other low-fat
dishes when eating out.
—When your sleep is out of
whack, reset or adjust your sleep
routines (shut down an hour before
bedtime; keep sleep/wake times
consistent; limit alcohol/caffeine;

adjust room temperatures).
—Guard your thoughts. Studies show when inclined towards
negative emotions, people have a
higher risk of heart disease (positive
thinkers are better protected against
the inflammatory damage caused by
stress). Our thoughts are to be taken
captive or lassoed in — not let run
around in our minds unchecked.
While you can’t stop curveballs
in life from coming, you can choose
how you’ll respond. Take a deep
breath, be realistic in identifying
concerns and take steps to ensure
you are maintaining (and constantly
cultivating) healthy habits for your
heart and mind.
*****
This article is for general information only and should not be
used for the diagnosis or treatment
of medical conditions and cannot
substitute for the advice from your
medical professional. Dr. Nina has
used all reasonable care in compiling the current information but
it may not apply to you and your
symptoms. Always consult a doctor
or other health care professional
for diagnosis and treatment of
medical conditions.
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