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“I may disapprove of what you say, but I will defend to the death your right to say it” — Voltaire

Campaign ’22: The GOP Primary
Attorney General Money Chase
By Chuck Muth
The Republican primary contest
for Nevada Attorney General pits
two candidates who couldn’t possibly, in a million years, be more
different.
The conservative Republican,
Sigal Chattah (disclaimer: a client),
is being challenged by a self-described “moderate” Republican,
Tisha Black, who was put into the
race at the last minute by the GOP’s
political Establishment.
I’ve already written extensively
about these two candidates, so I
won’t rehash it here. If you missed
them, go to last week’s Las Vegas
Tribune for a pretty good summary.

My Point
of
View
By Rolando Larraz

SIGAL CHATTAH
But with the first quarter’s campaign finance reports now filed,

TISHA BLACK
let’s take a look at how the two are
stacking up in the money chase.

Here’s the bottom line…
According to the reports, Black
has $363,000 cash-on-hand for
the primary while Chattah reports
having $325,000 cash-on-hand. So
pretty closely matched. However,
Black also reports eleven $10,000
donations.
Why is this relevant? Because
that means about $55,000 of her
haul cannot be used in the primary,
since there’s a $5,000 contribution
limit. “If” she wins the primary,
then she can use that $55K for the
general election.
So if you back out the general
election dollars, Black actually
has $17K less than Chattah. Still,

they’re pretty evenly matched. But
let’s look a little more closely at
Black’s financial support, especially from Black family members…
—James Black: $6,000
—Gary Black: $10,000
—Charmaine Black: $5,000
—Leo Black: $5,800
—Wendy Black: $10,000
—Michael Black: $5,000
—Lori Black: $5,000
—Robert Black Jr.: $20,000
(from same address as Ammon
Development Group & Bringing
Home the Bacon Trust)
Other maxed-out $5,000+ donors include…
(See AG Money Chase, Page 6)

My Apology: Ed Uehling admits that
HOA not created in Paradise Palms
Uehling passed out flyers claiming “Government HOA being created”

By Ed Uehling
Las Vegas Tribune
OK, I confess! Yes!! I passed
out those flyers in Paradise Palms
that were so roundly criticized by
the cowardly, anonymous elitists
who worked with the pay-for-play,
anti-creativity, anti-entrepreneur
Clark County Board of Commissioners (BCC). The flyers predicted
that the BCC would approve the
Historic Neighborhood (HN) designation for the entire Paradise Palms
development at its meeting on April
20, 2022. And that’s exactly what
happened.
Yes, I stated that a “Government

ED UEHLING

HOA” would be created, knowing
full well that the A (Association)
would be taken away from property owners and replaced with a D
(Dictatorship). Once the government gains control of something,
the choice by people is eliminated.
Government control may be appropriate over our roads, but will
be disastrous for our houses and
neighborhoods.
Even the Commissioners and
other supporters confirmed the
toxicity of the mere term HOA by
denying they are creating an HOA
in their effort to show how wrong
I was. Yet, they created something

far worse: An HOD — Home
Owners Dictatorship! All of us
who, by buying in Paradise Palms,
purposely turned down the dismal
“opportunity” to buy a home in an
HOA. Just wait ten years and it will
become obvious.
I am proud of the fact that
several people commented at the
meeting and to me personally that
those flyers were responsible for
bringing an usually large crowd to
testify and observe and participate
in the hearing on Item #24: ZC22-0098-AYITA 3315 LLC, ET
AL: ZONE CHANGE to reclassify
(See Uehling Apology, Page 6)

Feds could limit water flow to
Arizona, other western states
By Cole Lauterbach
The Center Square
The federal agency that regulates
water in Lake Powell warns that it
may have to limit downstream water flow, affecting drinking water in
Arizona and other western states.
Tanya Trujillo, Assistant Secretary for Water and Science for the
U.S. Department of the Interior,
wrote governors’ offices of seven
states about the continually falling
water level in Lake Powell.
The reservoir is one along the

Colorado River Basin and supplies
millions with not only a source of
freshwater but also electricity from
the hydroelectric plant at the Glen
Canyon dam. Currently, water levels sit at 3,522 feet mean sea level
(msl) but continue to fall, according
to U.S. Bureau of Reclamation data.
Should the water level drop below 3,490 feet msl, Trujillo warned
the governors that the shortage
would affect both water flow downriver and power generation at the
(See Water Shortage, Page 5)

By Alexander Bolton
The Hill
Elon Musk’s deal to buy Twitter
for $44 billion and take the company private is stirring alarm among
Democrats who are worried former
President Trump will return to his
onetime favorite social media platform and spread disinformation.
Musk has complained that Twitter’s moderators have gone too far
in regulating speech on the platform, which he calls “the digital
town square where matters vital to

the future of humanity are debated.”
Musk, who is the CEO of Tesla
and the world’s richest person,
said in a statement that he wants to
“make Twitter better than ever by
enhancing the product with new
features,” such as “defeating the
spam bots, and authenticating all
humans.”
The news rankled Democrats,
who fear there will be fewer restrictions on disinformation and
incendiary speech, which former
(See Musk Alarms Dems, Page 5)

Musk buying Twitter alarms Democrats

The 3 D’s: Disney, Democrats and the devil on the run
By Wayne Allyn Root
Disney is on the ropes. They
just lost the special tax advantages
they’ve had for the past half-century, and their stock is collapsing.
Wanna bet attendance at their
theme parks is collapsing too? I’m
guessing the wait on lines at Disney
World and Disneyland is about to
get a whole lot shorter.
But the news is positive across
the board this week. Many liberal
icons are going up in flames. What
a great week for conservatives and

patriots across this country.
But now is not the time to take
our feet off the pedal, or our boots
off Disney’s neck.
First, let’s review the highlights
of this week ...
Disney is sinking faster than the
Titanic.
— Netflix was crushed on Wall
Street. Their stock is tanking like a
“going out of business” sale. Guess
what? They are.
— CNN+ is no more. Warner
(See Wayne Allyn Root, Page 2)
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Quote of the Week:
“It’s not rebels that
make trouble, but
trouble that makes
rebels.”

—Ruth Messinger

Please Note:

Although the Las Vegas Tribune is open to all and sundry
opinions about what we publish,
we wish to inform all those who
choose to submit their opinions
in writing to refrain from threatening anyone about whom an
article is written or the writer of
the article. In other words, any
opinions containing threats will
not be published. We thank you
for adhering to this policy.

Mission Statement

We search for the truth, embrace the truth, and print the
truth. If we inadvertently print
something that is not true, we
will let our readers know. We are
open to documented information
to shed light on any issue of
concern to our readers. We are
of service to our community, and
it is our intention to serve our
community the best way we can.

Updated Nevada Governor Odds
By Chuck Muth
Although there are signs the
“Sweet 16” tournament for the
Republican nomination for governor in the June GOP primary is
tightening up a smidge, this is still
Joe Lombardo’s race to lose.
As of the last financial reporting period, ending March 31,
Lombardo had almost $3 million
cash on hand — plus another $1
million-plus from a Lombardo-affiliated PAC — and continues to
lead in polls.
And while I always have suspicions about the validity and
accuracy of polls, when they get
reported and casual voters read
them, it makes a difference in voter
behavior. Many people have a natural desire to be associated with the
expected winner.
As for the rest of the field…
Ten of the candidates don’t meet
even a minimal level of viability — in either funding or polling
— to have their campaigns taken
seriously at this point. Not saying
they’re bad people, or even bad
conservatives. Just bad campaigns.
Dean Heller still has residual
name ID from being a U.S. senator
— though it’s most often negatively
(See Governor Odds, Page 4)

JOE LOMBARDO

JOHN LEE

JOEY GILBERT

GUY NOHRA

DEAN HELLER

FRED SIMON

young, fit Americans dying. This
is data direct from the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention.
This is of course terrible news,
but it is Exhibit A to stop the vaccine program now, before it potentially kills hundreds of thousands,
or millions. Millennials are the
canary in the coal mine. Their tragic
deaths, possibly linked to the vaccines, can serve as a warning to stop
this cruel, experimental vaccine.
— Also, this week, we heard
from the Biden administration’s
Health and Human Services secretary that the COVID-19 vaccine is
killing black- and brown-skinned
Americans at a rate twice as fast as
white Americans. That’s the first
time anyone in power has ever
suggested the COVID-19 vaccine
could be deadly and may be killing
people. I hope this finally wakes up
Americans to this terrible and deadly medical experiment gone wrong.
Trust me, the devil isn’t happy

about what’s been happening and
uncovered this week.
I wrote the book, “The Great Patriot Protest & Boycott Book.” The
point was conservatives, Christians
and patriots must take the offensive
and boycott all the “woke” companies that are destroying America.
We can bring them to their knees
by boycotting them until they’re out
of business or, at the very least, the
CEO is fired.
I’m proud that I listed Disney as
one of those 116 woke companies
in my book — complete with all the
names of CEOs and all their contact
information.
Now I believe we need a change
in strategy. We all need to work
together 24/7 to take down one
company: Disney.
Forget the other 115 companies
listed in my book. Focus on one:
Disney. Once we drive Disney to
the poorhouse, all the others will
fall in line. Every other CEO will

instantly understand we can do this
to any company we choose. Disney
will be Exhibit A to stop all the rest.
It’s been a great week. But don’t
let our boot off Disney’s neck. Now
is the time to double down. Take
Disney down, and I believe we will
win a whole lot more in the coming
weeks and months.
We have the 3 D’s: Disney,
Democrats and the devil all on the
run. But we’re just getting started!
*****
Wayne Allyn Root is known as
“the Conservative Warrior.” “The
Great Patriot Protest & Boycott
Book” is Wayne’s new #1 bestseller.
Wayne is a CEO, entrepreneur and
host of the nationally-syndicated
“Wayne Allyn Root: Raw & Unfiltered” aired daily in Las Vegas on
KMZQ, 670 AM from 3 p.m. to 7
p.m. and the “WAR RAW” podcast.
Read Wayne’s commentaries and
see his videos at ROOTforAmerica.
com

Wayne Allyn Root
(Continued from Page 1)
and Discovery announced they are
pulling the plug on CNN+ streaming service after only 23 days. Bye,
bye, CNN+. It was nice knowing
you … for 23 days. CNN lost $300
million on this stinker. It turns out
no one wants to watch liberal losers
saying nasty things about America
and white people all day.
— The mask mandates are gone.
Glory Hallelujah. It’s about time.
Every honest medical expert in the
world knows masks are useless.
Dozens of studies in America and
all over the world suggest that
cities, states and countries with
mask mandates have the exact same
COVID-19 rates as cities, states
and countries without mask mandates. Masks made no difference.
Good riddance.
— Elon Musk says he has
enough billions raised from private
equity partners to buy Twitter and
restore free speech. Elon, don’t
forget about Wayne Allyn Root.
I was gaining 30,000-plus new
Twitter fans per month in fall of
2020 when Twitter decided to
ban me for life. Coincidence? My
success on their platform made the
intolerant little communist Twitter
snowflakes melt. Wait until they
find out I’m back.
— Spotify parted ways with
the Obamas. Wanna bet this is
code for they FIRED the Obamas
for lousy results? I’ll take that bet.
Watching former President Barack
Obama say “Me, myself and I” 100
times a minute is more boring than
watching wet paint dry.
— And here’s very shocking
and terrible news, but with a bright
lining. I’ve been warning for almost
18 months now that the COVID-19
vaccine may be dangerous and
deadly. We found out this week that
deaths among millennials are up
84 percent in the past year. That’s
a death increase we’ve never seen
before in history. And these are
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Lombardo failed to compare bullets
found in victims with guns in room
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By Nephi Khaliki
Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
Were there multiple shooters at Mandalay
Bay? What happened to the money from the
Victim’s Fund?
Those are the top two questions on the
minds of local Las Vegans when it comes
to the Route 91 Mass Shooting. I know this
because I surveyed thousands of Vegas CCW
students and asked them what their biggest
unanswered questions were about that tragic
event.
It makes sense that people would have
these questions. One thing that could have
put that ﬁrst question to rest was Lombardo
doing something that is standard for any
homicide investigation in the world — ballistic matching. But Sheriff Lombardo never
matched the bullets found in the victims with
the guns found in the room on the 32nd ﬂoor
at Mandalay Bay.
Neither did the FBI.
I remember watching Lombardo get on
the news and stammer his way through a
pathetic lambasting of the public for widespread “conspiracy theories” and “rumors”
complicating the investigation. Instead of
whining about having to do his job, he could
have just provided the public with a full ballistic comparison of the bullets taken from
the 58 victims and the guns in Paddock’s
suite. That would have shut some people up,
including me.
It’s not like that isn’t standard protocol.
And wouldn’t LVMPD and the FBI want
to know that for themselves? The idea of
uncovering facts is to eliminate ambiguity,
conjecture, and bias and leave nothing but
a bunch of shiny little facts in the bottom
of the pan.

So why would Lombardo refuse to follow standard protocol and perform ballistic
matches in a case that was already a mountain of facts to sift through? What’s a little
more overtime for some of his team? If he
did perform ballistic matches and release
them, wouldn’t that silence all the rumors
and conspiracy theories? Wouldn’t that serve
the public and demonstrate not only transparency, but competence as well? The only
reasonable explanation for his refusal is that
the facts contained in a ballistic comparison
would NOT quell the rumors and conspiracy
theories.
Right about now you might be asking
yourself, ‘Why would Lombardo withhold
this kind of information?’ You might also
wonder what he stood to gain from doing
so…

That is probably a question best answered
by the fact that LVMPD just agreed to pay
the Review-Journal $250,000 for a lawsuit
surrounding Lombardo’s refusal to provide
complete Freedom of Information (FOIA)
drops surrounding the investigation. We may
never know his real reasons for refusing to
release information he is bound by law to
release, but it is reasonable to assume that
he wouldn’t release it because it would hurt
his reputation, his credibility, and ultimately
the campaign he and his pal, Steve Sisolak,
were about to embark on.
It might explain why he did such a harried
and crappy job on the ﬁnal report.
When the Route 91 Victim’s Fund raised
$31.4 million for the victim’s of the Las
Vegas Massacre, the (now archived) website
stated, “April 30, 2018: Independent Audit

begins (contingent upon the completion of
payments and the absence of a second round
of determinations and payments).
Once the payments were supposedly “distributed,” the website came down before the
ﬁnal audit ever took place. Since that time,
Lombardo and Sisolak have both parroted
the same dry response to questions about
the audit:
“We distributed those funds.”
Yeah… We believe you. Just like we believe you weren’t trying to hide anything by
encoding the radios days after the shooting
and citizens were questioning you about your
“facts.” Just like we believe there weren’t
multiple shooters with your failure to do
ballistic matches. Just like we believe you
when the media sued you and WON over
your failure to be transparent about the facts
of the shooting.
We also believe you aren’t a racist when
you approved our mass CCW event within
days of the international ﬁrestorm that ensued, calling it a “racist” event. It seems you
are more concerned about votes than doing
what’s right. By approving that event, you
are saying that you approve of the content
in that event.
At least John Lee had enough class to refuse to turn in his paperwork while he sorted
out how he felt about a friend making such
raunchy jokes in a CCW course…
Now that’s a class act.
We counted on you to reveal yourself…
and you didn’t disappoint. You care more
about votes than you do about doing the
right thing. Now everyone that votes for you
will also “approve” of racism and forever be
labeled the same way.
Check mate. Your move.

Groups, Nevada government work to naturalize millions

By Chance Dorland
Nevada News Service
A coalition of cities, counties
and more than 50 immigrant and
refugee advocacy groups around
the country, with a strong Nevada
base, are celebrating a week of action to highlight the contributions
of immigrants.
Their goal is to naturalize two
million people by year’s end. Las
Vegas alone is home to more than
95,000 potentially naturalized U.S.
citizens. “Naturalize 2 Million by
2022” is a campaign to increase
citizenship and voting rights for
immigrants.
Vincent Nava, spokesperson for
the Nevada Governor’s Ofﬁce for

New Americans, explained how
naturalization made his participa-

(Continued from Page 2)
associated with him being a “Never
Trumper,” so not much help in
a GOP primary. And he reports
having less than $250,000 cash on
hand. Stick a fork in him; he’s done.
Fred Simon reports lending his
campaign $1.25 million, with $1.25
million cash on hand. So not exactly a groundswell of grassroots donor support. And despite spending
a ton so far on radio ads — which,
let’s just say, are not great — there’s
no discernable groundswell of
widespread voter support either.
Mr. Simon — who, by all
accounts, is a solid conservative
— would have been better advised
to run for a lower ofﬁce instead of
trying to start right off at the top
here in Nevada.
That leaves John Lee, Joey
Gilbert and Guy Nohra as the
three candidates vying to be the
anti-Lombardo who could possibly
give him a run for his money over
the next six weeks.
Nohra is a newcomer to politics and is running — like Glenn
Youngkin last year in Virginia —
as an outsider. He reports lending
his campaign $500,000 and has
$700,000 cash on hand. However,
there have been reports since the
close of the reporting period that

he’s reserved $2 million worth of
TV time.
If true, money’s not Nohra’s
problem. But it’s gonna be tough
to break through this crowded ﬁeld
and emerge as THE alternative to
Lombardo who can unite the warring clans. Will probably need some
major development or shake-up in
the race over the next month to get
any traction before mail-in ballots
are dropped.
It’s not over yet, but the clock is
ticking. Nohra needs to catch ﬁre…
and soon.
Gilbert continues to beneﬁt from
the most vocal, energized and active
supporters among conservatives of
any campaign I’m seeing this cycle.
However, he reports having just
$41,000 cash on hand for the ﬁnal
stretch. Without a major infusion of
dough, it’s gonna be awful tough to
catch Lombardo.
As Clint Eastwood said in A
Fistful of Dollars, “When a man
with a .45 meets a man with a riﬂe
the man with a pistol is a dead
man.”
Lee has name ID after 25 years
in the political world and a solid
record of achievement as mayor of
North Las Vegas. However, his party-switch last year — perceived by
many as political opportunism —

Governor Odds

tion possible.
“Proud son of immigrants, nat-

uralized parents, and I’m truly
humbled to join my colleagues
in Nevada and across the United
States, as we stand in solidarity with
our immigrant communities,” Nava
stated. “One in ﬁve Nevadans is an
immigrant. One in six Nevadans
has at least one immigrant parent.”
U.S. naturalizations rose to nearly 844,000 in 2019, up 11 percent
from 2018. However, in 2020 the
number fell by about a quarter, to
roughly 625,000 new citizens, due
to the COVID pandemic, according
to government data.
Nicole Melaku, executive director of the National Partnership for
New Americans, which represents
immigrant and refugee-rights or-

ganizations in 39 states, spoke of
the value naturalized citizens add
to local communities across the
country.
“They have access to more
and better-paying jobs, including
working for our state government,
including running for office,”
Melaku pointed out. “And they
invest more in local economies,
the tax base, and contribute to the
national GDP.”
The Progressive Leadership
Alliance of Nevada said newly
naturalized citizens potentially
represent a “New American” voting
bloc which could have a signiﬁcant
impact on this year’s election outcomes.

still raises deep suspicions among
hard-core GOP primary voters.
Unfortunately for Lee, his campaign has not yet effectively turned
that lemon into lemonade. Simply pointing out that Reagan and
Trump were former Democrats
ain’t enough.
And despite reporting a $500,000
loan to his campaign, Lee also reports just $169,000 cash on hand.
However, it’s also believed he’s
willing and able to personally pump

a lot more into his campaign as we
get to the end game.
The real problem is, as long as
these three — along with the others
in the race — are splitting up the
anti-Lombardo vote, it’s likely none
of them will be able to catch him.
Lombardo haters don’t have to like
it, but that’s the reality.
My updated odds…
—Joe Lombardo: 2-1
—John Lee: 7-1
—Joey Gilbert: 10-1

—Guy Nohra 15-1
—Dean Heller: 250-1
—Fred Simon: 500-1
(Disclaimer: Odds are published
for entertainment purposes only.
No wagering allowed — except
for illegal side bets among friends
or political adversaries.)
*****
Chuck Muth is president of
Citizen Outreach, publisher of
Nevada News & Views and blogs
at MuthsTruths.com
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Musk reaches deal to buy Twitter for $44 billion
By Chris Mills Rodrigo
The Hill
Twitter on Monday reached an agreement
to sell itself to Elon Musk for approximately
$44 billion, leaving one of the world’s richest
men in control over one of the most influential social media platforms.
The price per share agreed in Monday’s
deal is higher than the roughly $48 that the
company was trading at before Musk first
announced his stake, but significantly lower
than the $70 shares were trading at last year.
Musk has said that he views the acquisition of Twitter as way to protect free speech,
declaring during a conference earlier this
month that the offer was “not a way to sort
of make money.”
“Free speech is the bedrock of a functioning democracy, and Twitter is the digital town
square where matters vital to the future of
humanity are debated,” he said in a statement
on Monday. “I also want to make Twitter
better than ever by enhancing the product
with new features, making the algorithms
open source to increase trust, defeating the
spam bots, and authenticating all humans.
Twitter has tremendous potential — I look
forward to working with the company and

the community of users to unlock it.”
He’s been less clear about what about
Twitter’s current operations are inhibiting
free speech or how his leadership might facilitate dialogue. Efforts by alternative social
media to be absolutist about free speech have
suffered in the past when confronted with
the reality that some content moderation is
needed to make platforms useable.
Musk first offered to buy all outstanding

shares of the company at $54.20 a share on
April 14.
The deal was met with some skepticism
over how the Tesla CEO would secure the
funding needed to complete the deal.
Twitter’s board responded to the offer by
adopting a so called “poison pill” to prevent
Musk from accumulating more than 15
percent of the company’s stock. Musk announced earlier this month that he had quietly

acquired 9.2 percent of shares.
But after Musk revealed he had obtained
commitments to finance the deal, according
to multiple reports, Twitter’s board began
negotiating the deal in earnest.
“The Twitter Board conducted a thoughtful and comprehensive process to assess
Elon’s proposal with a deliberate focus on
value, certainty, and financing,” Bret Taylor,
the chair of Twitter’s board, said in a Monday
statement. “The proposed transaction will
deliver a substantial cash premium, and we
believe it is the best path forward for Twitter’s
stockholders.”
Musk has not publicly commented on
whether he would restore the account of former President Trump, who was permanently
banned shortly after the Jan. 6 insurrection
at the Capitol, but his comments about free
speech have stoked speculation that doing so
may be a possibility.
The Tesla CEO has been more vocal on
other potential changes, including adding an
edit button. Twitter recently announced it
was studying an edit option. He has also said
he wants to make the company’s algorithms
public, sharing access to code showing what
posts are promoted or emoted.

(Continued from Page 1)
President Obama warned about at a speech
this month at Stanford University.
“Musk purchasing Twitter is dangerous
for our democracy. It is a reminder why we
need a wealth tax and why we need some serious regulation for Big Tech. One billionaire
should not be able to turn the world upside
down just because he plays by a different
set of rules,” said Sen. Elizabeth Warren
(D-Mass.), who believes the government
should break up Big Tech companies to promote more competition.
Asked whether Musk’s acquisition of
Twitter was cause for concern, Senate
Majority Whip Dick Durbin (D-Ill.) said:
“Absolutely it does.”
“He said he wants to make it this global
message board. My first question to him, ‘Is
your message board going to include Donald
Trump?’ “ he said. “That’s a key question. If
he lets that man rant and rave on Twitter, not
in the best interests of America’s’ future.”
Durbin, who heads the Senate Judiciary
Committee, noted that his and other panels
are exploring whether it would be appropriate to impose new regulations on Big Tech
companies to incentivize them to do more to
moderate content.
Speaking at Stanford last week, Obama
said tech firms “need to be more transparent
about how they operate” and crack down on
“lies and conspiracy theories” that threaten
the nation’s democratic system.
“Without some standards, implications of
this technology — for our elections, for our
legal system, for our democracy, for rules of
evidence, for our entire social order — are
frightening and profound,” he warned.
Musk hasn’t said whether he’ll let Trump,
who was permanently barred from Twitter in
January 2021, back on the platform, but his
recent comments have fueled speculation that
he might do so. Trump has indicated he’s not
interested in getting back on Twitter, though
he is known for changing his mind.
Sen. Mark Warner (D-Va.), the chairman
of the Senate Intelligence Committee, said
he also had concerns about what Musk’s
purchase of Twitter might mean for the platform’s content standards.
He said he was looking into the matter but

declined to provide any detail.
“I’ve got some concerns. I think it will
have to go through … some level of appropriate regulatory [review], and I’m doing some
of my own checking,” he said.
Sen. Jeff Merkley (D-Ore.) said Musk’s
control over a major forum for political debate is alarming.
“It’s always a concern when an oligarch
may be owning the town square. I think we
do need to pay a lot of attention to how it’s
managed,” he said.
Musk’s takeover of Twitter raises questions about what it means for his settlement
with the Securities and Exchange Commission over fraud charges stemming from his
August 2018 tweet that he had secured funding to take Tesla private at $420 per share,
which pushed the car company’s stock higher.
Under the settlement, Musk must allow a
Tesla lawyer to review any tweets containing
material business information before hitting
the send button.
Sen. Debbie Stabenow (D-Mich.), the
chairwoman of the Democratic Policy and
Communications Committee, said allowing
Trump back on Twitter would be a major
problem.
“I think that’s very problematic,” she said
of Trump’s possible return. “I don’t think that
somebody who encouraged and organized a
violent insurrection to take over our government should be allowed on Twitter.”
Asked about the loosening of content
standards, she said she “would certainly
have concerns” but added she hadn’t looked
at the deal closely enough to “get into a big
analysis.”
Trump, who has launched a social media
venture that includes a platform intended to
vie with Twitter, told Fox News on Monday
that he doesn’t plan to return to Twitter.
“I am not going on Twitter, I am going to
stay on Truth,” he said, referring to his Truth
Social messaging platform, before the deal
was announced. “I hope Elon buys Twitter
because he’ll make improvements to it and he
is a good man, but I am going to be staying on
Truth. The bottom line is, no, I am not going
back to Twitter.”
Twitter permanently suspended Trump
because of what it called “the risk of further

incitement of violence” after a mob of his
supporters stormed the Capitol on Jan. 6,
2021, to halt the certification of President
Biden’s victory.
Twitter later unveiled a civic integrity
policy that prohibited the use of its services
for the purpose of manipulating or interfering
in elections or other civic processes. It also
reserved the right to flag or reduce the visibility of tweets containing false or misleading
information about civic processes.
At a TED conference this month, Musk
stressed the importance of allowing free
speech on Twitter.
“Twitter has become kind of the de facto
town square, so it’s just really important that
people have both the reality and the perception that they are able to speak freely within
the bounds of the law,” he said.
Conservatives on Monday applauded
Musk’s move.
“Elon Musk did his part for free speech
today. Let’s hope the Supreme Court does as
well,” former Rep. Mark Walker (N.C.), a
conservative Republican running for Senate,
tweeted Monday afternoon.
Democrats are worried what that means
for policing claims that Biden stole the 2020
presidential election or misinformation about
COVID-19 vaccines.

“I’m a big free speech guy, but this stuff
isn’t working. It’s terrorizing democracy,
and from that perspective I think it’s bad for
Democrats in this sense: These Republican alt
groups tend to dominate. They tend to have
much more of a footprint on these social media platforms than Democrats do,” said Steve
Jarding, a Democratic strategist and former
senior adviser to the Democratic Senatorial
Campaign Committee.
Jarding is also the communications
director for a new social media platform
called Pixstory, which has a business model
designed to root out hate and misinformation
by giving integrity scores to people who post
on the site.
But Jarding called it “a horrible problem”
that the world’s richest person is taking over
a major means of political discourse at a time
when Democrats are discussing proposals to
tax the unrealized capital gains of multibillionaires such as Musk to pay for proposals to
fight climate change and economic inequality.
“He could turn it into anything that he
wants. He controls literally hundreds of
millions of hits, if you will, or clicks on a
platform that he can determine whether it’s
used in a good way or a bad way, and that’s
too much concentration with one individual,”
Jarding added.

(Continued from Page 1)
large power facility.
“In such circumstances, Glen Canyon
Dam facilities face unprecedented operational reliability challenges, water users
in the Basin face increased uncertainty,
downstream resources could be impacted,
the western electrical grid would experience
uncertain risk and instability, and water and
power supplies to the West and Southwestern
United States would be subject to increased
operational uncertainty,” she said in her April
8 letter.
She added that a nearby Arizona city and
part of the Navajo Nation would lose drinking
water should Lake Powell’s water level be
allowed to fall below the threshold.
“In addition, should Lake Powell decline
further below elevation 3490 feet, we have
recently confirmed that essential drinking

water infrastructure supplying the City of
Page, Arizona and the LeChee Chapter of
the Navajo Nation could not function,” she
wrote.
The solution, Trujillo said, would be to
pre-emptively limit the amount of water released downstream. She suggests in the letter
that the agency reduce downstream water to
7 million acre-feet, representing a nearly 7
percent reduction in the “water year” that
ends in September.
Tom Buschatzke, Director of Arizona’s
Department of Water Resources, told 12News
that the state’s residents are “going to have
to learn to live with less water.”
In addition to Arizona, Trujillo sent the
letter to governors in California, Colorado,
New Mexico, Nevada, Utah and Wyoming.
The states, along with authorities in Mexico,
have until April 22 to respond to the request.

Musk Alarms Dems

Water Shortage

Page 6 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / April 27-May 3, 2022

Campaigns for ranked-choice voting ballot initiatives in Nevada
and Missouri, have raised millions ahead of signature deadlines

By Ryan Byrne
The Center Square
Campaigns that support rankedchoice voting (RCV) ballot initiatives in Missouri and Nevada have
received millions in contributions
in the weeks ahead of their signature deadlines. Both of the ballot
initiatives would utilize open primaries in which the top candidates,
regardless of partisan affiliations,
advance to the general election.
In Missouri, the top four vote
recipients would advance to the

Uehling Apology

(Continued from Page 1)
176.4 acres from an R-1 (Single
Family Residential) Zone to an R-1
(Single Family Residential) Zone
in a Historic Neighborhood (HN).
Our County Commissioner for
Paradise Palms, Tick Segerblom,
originally had no intention of
permitting a hearing. He sneaked
this item onto the agenda as a
“ROUTINE ITEM,” thinking that
it would pass along with the other
27 “routine items.” But the conversion of 700+ homes into the largest
HN in the state was anything BUT
a “routine item.” It gives Mr. Segerblom 100 percent control over
every single one of our homes:
Such a brazen violation of property
rights using the HN designation
had never been tried before in the
state. Now he and his minions will
make the highly subjective decisions whether your home conforms
to “the requirements of Title 30,
30.48,” which created and describes
Historic Neighborhoods in the unincorporated area of Clark County;
HE will decide if your house conforms or whether you will be fined
or whether you will have to do a
$100,000 reconstruction.
You might ask yourself, “How
did this happen…” (in our wonderful society governed by a Con-

stitution, in which every member
of the BCC is sworn to defend
against both foreign and domestic
enemies)? After all, we live in the
greatest nation in the history of humankind and our system of checks
and balances ensures that no undue
friendship or amount of money will
affect the outcome of any decision
taken by our leaders. Right?
Well, guess what, all you 5-yearolds and older? It ain’t the way
things happen in good old Clark
County. The approval of Item #24
happened because the meetings of
the BCC are often, in fact, real-life
Kabuki Theater, plays — that is,
one set of facts and opinions is portrayed to and participated in by the
public as directed by the BCC and
its administration, while a different
set of facts, opinions, dynamics,
and power plays is actually taking
place behind the scenes.
Even though Tricky Tick had
intended for Item #24 to just slip
through the consent calendar of the
agenda along with 27 other items
on one vote, the BCC chairperson allowed item #24 to be heard
separately and was impeccable
in allowing any and every person
to comment on the question as to
whether people supported or opposed the creation of the HN.

(Continued from Page 1)
—Phil Peckman, who’s given almost $20K to Democrat Gov. Steve
Sisolak, $5,000 to former Democrat
Secretary of State Ross Miller,
$5,000 to Democrat Las Vegas City
Councilman Brian Knudsen and
over $50,000 to the “Committee to
Regulate Marijuana Like Alcohol”
committee (Tisha’s the immediate
past president of the Marijuana
Dispensary Association).
—Gary Ackerman, who, in
addition to maxing out to Sisolak,
also donated $5,000 to “Nevadans
for Background Checks,” a liberal
gun-control group.
—Diana Chesnoff, who, in addition to contributing $20,000 to
Sisolak in 2018-19, also maxed out
Democrat Attorney General Aaron
Ford in his last election.
—Mosaic Development. Two
$5,000 checks under different
names at the same address. Tish is
the only Republican they’ve given
money to. All others, including
Sisolak, are Democrats.
—Red Diamond Investors, for
whom Black’s law firm also happens to be the company’s resident
agent.
—Christopher Beavor, who
gave Sisolak $37,500 last year from
various corporate entities
—Farhan Naqvi, who’s given
$6,250 to Aaron Ford and $20,000

to Sisolak.
—John Breslow, who has only
made two reported donations:
$5,000 to Black and $10,000 to
Sisolak.
—Storage One, which has donated $19,400 to Sisolak.
—Retail Association of Nevada
(RAN) — which is the chief lobbyist trying to tax your online Internet
purchases.
There’s also former Nevada Lt.
Gov. Mark Hutchison. He personally donated $5,000 to Black, his
law firm donated $10,000, his law
partner donated $5,000 personally,
and his Stronger Nevada PAC donated an additional $10,000.
Then there’s also a $1,000 donation from Mike Slanker, a Hutchison political associate who was also
Chattah’s campaign manager before
the two had a falling out several
months ago.
So what we have here bankrolling Black’s campaign are her
consultants, her family — which
is deeply invested in the marijuana industry and could sure use a
sympathetic ear in the AG’s office
— and a group of Sisolak/Democrat
financial supporters.
What could go wrong?
Chuck Muth is president of
Citizen Outreach, publisher of
Nevada News & Views and blogs
at MuthsTruths.com

However, behind the scene and
all the emotions and facts, a decision had already been made that
had NOTHING to do with the item
described, any of the paperwork
ever provided by the County or
the Commission or to the people
at the meeting! That decision was
provided by Deputy District Attorney Robert Warhola, who stated
that because the Clark County
Government and Clark County
Commission had requested the zone
change, no one would be required to
gather signatures on a petition of 51
percent of the homeowners of the
HN being established!
WOW! Just like that! A bureaucrat was allowed to change everything that had been at issue during
the last eight years since Historic
until five minutes before the end of
the meeting on this issue, April 22.

general election. In Nevada, the top
five vote recipients would advance.
In Missouri and Nevada, voters
would use ranked-choice voting to
determine who among the four or
five candidates wins the election.
Despite the similarities between
the two proposals, each one has
different top donors.
In Nevada, the PAC Nevada
Voters First is leading the campaign
and signature drive. The PAC received $2.26 million through March
31. Katherine Gehl, founder of the

Institute for Political Innovation
and former CEO of Gehl Foods,
Inc., contributed $1 million. The
Final Five Fund, Inc., which the Institute for Political Innovation lists
as a 501(c)(4) counterpart, provided
$488,000. The Nevada Association
of Realtors and Strategic Horizons,
a committee associated with the
Clark County Education Association, each donated $250,000. Reid
Hoffman, co-founder of LinkedIn,
contributed $100,000, as did the
(See Voting Initiatives, Page 8)

Even though 30.48 (the law governing HNs) clearly establishes that
supporters of any HN being created
must have majority support and
the promoters of this HN devoted
most of their testimony bloviating
that they had majority support, Mr.
Warhola said in a few words that we
can just ignore that part of the law.
In fact, the applicant listed on
the card sent out by the County
was NOT Clark County. The only
applicant listed was “Ayita 3315,”
which is the owner of ONE of the
700+ houses in the new HN and is
known to be OPPOSED!
Only the Commission and the
Administration (and perhaps the
relative handful of supporters —
nothing close to 51 percent) knew
in advance that Mr. Warhola would
void the law on their behalf. It was
never mentioned in anything the

County ever submitted. The opposition had NO idea that this was the
REAL issue being discussed and
decided in advance by Comprehensive Planning, the commissioners.
Isn’t that a real crime as opposed to
one of the fake crimes governments
continually dream up and those
certainly coming our way once
the government control freaks and
their community traitors implement
their plans?
The corrupt way in which this
matter was heard on April 22 is
merely a tiny precursor of the
corruption and self-serving rules,
selective enforcement, paying-topay, thievery of properties from the
weak, etc. that are on track to come
to your neighborhood.
100 percent real-life Kabuki
Theater. 100 percent Political Corruption!

Stavros ANTHONY
for Lieutenant Governor

AG Money Chase

Multilingual
SERVICES

Immigration • Translations • Divorces
Notary • Income Tax • Tickets • Rent of U-Haul
Nevada Health Card • Job Applications • and more
Hablo Español
716 S. 10th Street
Las Vegas, NV 89101

Perly Viasmensky
702-337-8277

As Lieutenant Governor, Stavros Anthony will
focus on economic development with an emphasis
on small business, public safety across the state
and safe communities, promoting and advancing
tourism, and oversight of the Nevada State Senate.
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Feds offering 80 percent less in oil, natural
gas lease sales, increasing royalty rate

By Bethany Blankley
The Center Square
The U.S. Department of Interior
announced it is making only 20 percent of eligible acreage for oil and
natural gas production available for
leasing on federal lands to comply
with a federal court order.
In his first week in office, President Joe Biden issued an executive
order directing new oil and natural
gas leases on public lands and
waters to be halted by the Interior
Department. The agency was also
tasked to review existing permits
for fossil fuel development.
The administration was sued
and last June, a federal judge in
Louisiana struck down the executive order.
Issuing lease sales, the agency
said, was “in compliance with an
injunction from the Western District
of Louisiana.”
The sales would focus on the
“highest and best use of America’s public lands, reflecting an 80
percent reduction from nominated
acreage” and “reflects the balanced
approach to energy development
and management of our nation’s
public lands,” the agency said in a
news release.
On Friday, the Bureau of Land
Management posted notices for significantly reformed onshore lease
sales that address “deficiencies
in the federal oil and gas leasing
program.”
“While we’re glad to see BLM
is finally going to announce a sale,
the extreme reduction of acreage
by 80 percent, after a year and a

quarter without a single sale, is unwarranted and does nothing to show
that the administration takes high
energy prices seriously,” Western
Energy Alliance President Kathleen
Sgamma said.
The group, which represents
200 member companies engaged
in oil and natural gas exploration
and production in the West, sued
the Biden administration last year
for violating federal law by halting
lease sales.
On Monday, the BLM issued
final environmental assessments
and sale notices for the upcoming
oil and gas lease sales. It also increased the royalty rate to 18.75
percent to “ensure fair return for the
American taxpayer and on par with
rates charged by states and private

landowners.”
House Committee on Natural
Resources Chair, Rep. Raúl M.
Grijalva, D-Ariz., said increasing
the royalty rate was a good move.
“If we’re going to let the fossil
fuel industry pocket more of our
public lands for drilling, we should
at least make sure they’re paying a
decent price to do it,” he said in a
statement.
But there’s nothing fair about
this for the taxpayer, others argue.
The policy will only further depress American production, keep
gasoline prices high, and hurt
independent oil and gas producers
and small businesses, like those
represented by Western Energy
Alliance.
Small mom and pop companies

(Continued from Page 6)
organization Unite America.
In Missouri, the Better Elections PAC is leading the campaign
behind the top-four RCV ballot
initiative. Better Elections received
$4.30 million through March 31.
Over 98 percent of the PAC’s
funding came from the organization
Article IV, a nonprofit organization
based in Virginia. According to the
St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Article
IV is associated with John and
Laura Arnold, whose organization
Action Now Initiative contributed
to RCV-related ballot initiatives in
previous years.
The signature deadline is May
8, 2022, in Missouri. The number
of signatures required is equal
to 8 percent of the votes cast for
governor in the previous gubernatorial election in six of the state’s
eight congressional districts. The
smallest number of valid signatures

required is 160,199; however, the
actual requirement depends on from
which districts enough signatures
were collected.
The deadline to file signatures
for the top-five RCV ballot initiative in Nevada is June 21, 2022.
At least 135,561 valid signatures
are required for the initiative to
make the ballot. In Nevada, initiated constitutional amendments,
such as the initiative, need to be
approved at two successive general
elections. So voters would need to
approve the ballot initiative in 2022
and 2024.
Statewide RCV ballot measures
have gone before voters in three
states. Should the ballot initiatives
in Missouri and Nevada make the
ballot, the two would be the fourth
and fifth states to vote on RCV
measures.
Maine became the first state
to adopt RCV for some statewide

elections when voters approved
Question 5 in 2016. PACs raised
$2.94 million to support Question
5. Action Now Initiative was the
largest donor, providing $470,000.
Two states — Alaska and Massachusetts — voted on RCV ballot
initiatives in Nov. 2020. Massachusetts Question 2 was defeated, with
54.78 percent of voters rejecting
the proposal. The campaign behind
Question 2 raised $10.18 million,
including contributions from Action Now Initiative, Unite America, and Katherine Gehl. Voters in
Alaska approved Ballot Measure
2, which received 50.55 percent
of the vote. Ballot Measure 2 replaced partisan primaries with open
top-four primaries and established
ranked-choice voting for general
elections. The campaign received
$6.84 million, with Unite America
and Action Now Initiative as top
donors.

Voting Initiatives

in the West have been hit hard by
the Biden administration’s energy
policies, and taxing them after
halting lease sales for over a year
only adds insult to injury, Sen. John
Barrasso, R-Wyo., said.
The agency’s argument is also
flawed because producing on federal lands already costs more than
producing on nonfederal lands,
critics of the policy argue.
“Raising the royalty rate 50
percent increases the costs of production on federal lands, which
already carry a higher cost than
nonfederal lands,” Sgamma said.
“This increased tax will have the
effect of any other tax increase —
you get less of what’s taxed, in this
case, federal oil and natural gas.
At a time when the administration
should be increasing production, it
continues to introduce new policies
that further depress American production and keep gasoline prices
high.”
Power The Future Communications Director Larry Behrens said
the announcement was a political
ploy to “escape blame for soaring
gas prices. When these policy peanuts offered by Washington don’t
turn around massive gas prices or
40-year high inflation, the President will again try to blame energy
workers for not producing enough.
You don’t reclaim American energy
independence by giving only 20
percent and America’s struggling
families will continue to pay the

price for Biden’s latest political
stunt.”
The eligible acreage assessed
by the BLM was in Alabama,
Colorado, Montana, Nevada, New
Mexico, North Dakota, Oklahoma,
Utah and Wyoming, according to
the Department of Interior’s announcement.
It analyzed 646 parcels on
roughly 733,000 acres previously
nominated for leasing by energy
companies. The final sale notices
only offer approximately 173 parcels on roughly 144,000 acres, an
80 percent reduction from the acreage originally nominated. Those
being offered were already fully
analyzed by the BLM at the end of
the Trump administration.
Numerous environmental
groups have criticized the decision,
also pointing out that Biden pledged
to halt oil and gas production on
federal lands.
“Candidate Biden promised to
end new oil and gas leasing on
public lands, but President Biden
is prioritizing oil executive profits
over future generations,” Nicole
Ghio, with Friends of the Earth,
said in a statement.
At a town hall in New Hampshire in 2020, Biden famously said,
“no more drilling on federal lands,
period. Period, period, period.”
The White House has said it
intends to fight the litigation in
court and remains “committed to
addressing the climate crisis.”

Five things to watch as
Musk acquires Twitter
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By Chris Mills Rodrigo and Rebecca Klar
The Hill
Elon Musk and Twitter’s board on Monday agreed on a deal for the eccentric Tesla
CEO to acquire the company at $54.20 per
share in cash.
The marriage of the world’s richest man
and one of the most influential social media
platforms — of which he is an active user
— has left questions about how the company will be run, what it means for American
politics and the dissemination of information
in general.
Here are five things we’ll be watching
as details of the company’s new makeup
become public:
Will banned users return?
Musk has laid out a more relaxed vision
for content moderation that would lean toward temporary “timeouts” over permanent
bans.
Advocacy groups are concerned that this
switch could reverse Twitter’s permanent
bans on public figures and politicians — including former President Trump.
“With this sale, you can fully expect Donald Trump’s account to be restored along with
a whole host of other accounts that engaged
in abuse, harassment, and repeated violations
of Twitter’s rules. The race to the bottom
begins,” Angelo Carusone, president of the
left-leaning Media Matters for America, said
in a statement.
Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Ga.),
using her official account, suggested that after
Musk “seals the deal” she will get access to
her personal account “restored” after it was
banned in January for repeated violations of
Twitter’s COVID-19 misinformation policy.
Trump said Monday he would not return
to Twitter but would remain on his own
platform, Truth Social. However, some of
Trump’s advisers told The Washington Post
they don’t think he would turn down an offer
to return to the platform that brought him so
much attention during his campaign and term.
Media Matters compiled a list of banned
Twitter users, including Stop the Steal organizer Ali Alexander and prominent QAnon
figures celebrating Musk’s takeover, that
critics believe could pose a threat if allowed
back on the platform.
“These folks are organized,” said Jessica González, co-CEO of Free Press and
co-founder of Change the Terms.
“I’m really talking about sophisticated,
coordinated … efforts to use these platforms
to radicalize people, to raise funds, to normalize violence and to issue calls to action for
violent and threatening activity that happens
in real life,” she added.
Leadership changes
While Musk and Twitter did agree on
a deal for taking the company private on
Monday, the purchase itself may take until the
end of 2022 to wrap up while shareholders
vote on the agreement and regulatory hurdles
are cleared.
During that time, CEO Parag Agrawal and
the independent board that approved the offer
will remain in charge of Twitter.
“I think we feel very comfortable that [the

deal] gives this team the ability to continue
to make the company successful in between
signing and closing the transaction,” Bret
Taylor, chair of Twitter’s board of directors,
reportedly said during a company-wide town
hall Monday evening.
Once the deal is closed however, a shakeup at the top of the company seems likely.
Musk’s relationship with current leadership has not been publicly confrontational.
But Musk did reject their offer to join the
board, an indication that he might be interested in pursuing his own vision of the platform.
Agrawal will be in line for a $38.7 million
pay package if the deal goes through and
Musk chooses to terminate him.
It would be difficult for Musk to head the
company alone given his active leadership or
involvement in Tesla, SpaceX, The Boring
Company and Neuralink.
Whom Musk chooses to head Twitter if
he refreshes current leadership could be the
clearest signal of his plans for the platform.
“Once the deal closes, we don’t know
which direction the platform will go,” Agrawal reportedly admitted during Monday’s
town hall.
How could the product change?
Major changes are likely to wait until the
deal is completed.
Musk has given some hints to what those
could look like beyond his commitment to
“free speech.”
“I also want to make Twitter better than
ever by enhancing the product with new
features, making the algorithms open source
to increase trust, defeating the spam bots,
and authenticating all humans,” he said in a
statement on the deal’s announcement.
Musk has said that algorithms that make
recommendations to users on what accounts
to follow, posts to view or topics to read up
on should be opened to public viewing.
Such a move could assuage concerns
about political bias on the platform and give
researchers much-needed access to social
media’s levers.

But Twitter has already been very open
about the effect of its algorithms. The company released a study in the fall finding that
they tend to amplify right-leaning politicians
more than their counterparts.
Fully publishing complex algorithms
could not only lead to confusion, but open
the platform up to cybersecurity risks.
Musk has been very vocal about his desire
to cut down on spam on Twitter but has given
few specifics about how he would do.
Musk’s proposal to authenticate all humans on Twitter has also prompted worry
from civil society groups.
Simple checks like CAPTCHAs before
posting would likely be gameable with spam
bots, while more stringent checks like ID
verification would destroy the pseudonymity
that Twitter has worked hard to maintain.
Even if users are not required to post their
real names on the platform, that data will
have to be collected by Twitter and, therefore, could be compelled by governments to
turn it over.
The impacts on free speech and the right to
protest, especially in authoritarian states that
already have rules against government criticism on social media, could be devastating.
“There are no easy ways to require verification without wreaking havoc for some
users, and for free speech,” the Electronic
Frontier Foundation said in statement.
Washington’s ire
Lawmakers on both sides of the aisle are
using Musk’s takeover to fuel their respective
battles against powerful tech companies.
Republicans are embracing Musk as an
ally in their fight against “Big Tech overlords.”
“Elon Musk is helping us defeat the Big
Tech overlords. Our digital public squares
need to be returned to us,” Rep. Andy Biggs
(R-Ariz.) tweeted.
Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas) echoed Musk’s
own words, saying the platform’s “full potential” will be unlocked if Musk can change the
platform to “actually protect free speech and

encourage open discourse.”
The GOP support builds on years of attacks on Twitter over claims of the platform
censoring content with an anti-conservative
bias.
But Democrats say Musk’s ownership
raises additional concerns about the spread
of disinformation.
“It’s always a concern when an oligarch
may be owning the town square. I think we
do need to pay a lot of attention to how it’s
managed,” Sen. Jeff Merkley (D-Ore.) told
The Hill.
Some progressives are using Musk’s
takeover to push for a wealth tax and elevate
concerns about power consolidation.
“This deal is dangerous for our democracy. Billionaires like Elon Musk play by
a different set of rules than everyone else,
accumulating power for their own gain. We
need a wealth tax and strong rules to hold Big
Tech accountable,” Sen. Elizabeth Warren
(D-Mass.) tweeted.
How will Twitter’s workers respond?
Twitter has long been known as one of the
most open places to work in Silicon Valley.
Workers have been encouraged to share
their thoughts and feelings on the platform for
years. Many of them did just that Monday as
news of the deal broke, expressing confusion
and dismay.
“Can someone just tell me if I’m rich or
fired please,” one said.
“The news today is so crazy I literally
forgot I have COVID,” posted another.
The majority of the company’s 5,000-plus
employees work in liberal San Francisco
and, until now, have worked for a platform
known for its aggressive approach to content
moderation.
The company has led social media competitors in reacting to Trump’s dissemination
of election disinformation and the spread of
misinformation about COVID-19.
Musk’s version of free speech appears
to run counter to that approach, setting up
potential ideological clashes.
The company reportedly took a precautionary measure Monday by temporarily
freezing changes to the platform until next
week. The move comes after one employee
briefly took down Trump’s account several
years ago.
Musk also has a less than stellar reputation
for the treatment of his employees.
California’s Department of Fair Employment and Housing is in the midst of a lawsuit
against Tesla over allegations of racism and
harassment toward Black employees at a
plant in Fremont, Calif.
The National Labor Relations Board also
found Tesla allegedly unlawfully interrogated
and threatened workers over suspected union
campaigns.
The loss of one of the key financial benefits of working for Twitter — stock — is
unlikely to help matters.
“Elon aside, can anyone explain to me
how Twitter will hire/keep employees since
there isn’t company stock to create competitive comp packages? A significant part of our
pay is in RSUs,” on employee asked Tuesday.
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Biden appeal of judge’s mask
mandate ruling risks backfiring

By John Kruzel and Alex Gangitano
The Hill
Legal experts who criticized a judge’s controversial decision this week striking down
the federal mask mandate for travel say the
Biden administration faces a grave risk if it
moves forward with an appeal.
These court watchers warned that a conservative-leaning Supreme Court, which has
already upended several pandemic-era health
measures, could use the Trump-appointed
judge’s narrow view of the government’s
public health powers to create a far-reaching
precedent.
“I think that this is fairly radical administrative law,” Michael Dorf, a professor
at Cornell Law School, said of the district
judge’s Monday ruling. “But it’s really radical administrative law for which there might
be five votes in the Supreme Court.”
The administration was sent scrambling
after Tampa-based U.S. District Judge Kathryn Kimball Mizelle, a Trump appointee,
ruled that the federal mask mandate for travel
on planes, trains and buses exceeded the
authority of the Centers for Disease Control

and Prevention (CDC).
It’s unclear if the administration will appeal the ruling. The Department of Justice on
Tuesday said it would proceed with an appeal

if the CDC determines the mask mandate
remains a public health necessity.
White House press secretary Jen Psaki
sought to downplay the political dimensions

of the administration’s dilemma, saying Tuesday that a decision over whether to appeal
the ruling would not be based on “political
whims.”
But outside pressures on the administration were hard to ignore.
Recent polling by the Associated PressNORC Center for Public Affairs Research
underscored how fragile Americans’ support
for the mask mandate is, with only a slim
majority (56 percent) in favor of requiring
masks on public transit. A lawsuit challenging the measure was backed by 21 states,
and the business community had lobbied for
the administration to let the mandate expire
this month.
As the Biden administration navigates
these political crosscurrents, it now also faces
a thorny legal calculation.
Legal experts who derided the Monday
ruling as overly formalistic and divorced
from the practical realities of a global pandemic say there’s good reason why the Biden
administration should want to prevent a
deeply flawed decision from remaining on
(See Mandate Backfiring, Page 11)

turn, should have entitled the agency to great
deference by the court.
“She looks at sanitation and says it has
these two meanings. She then goes through
an elaborate set of arguments why she thinks
the first meaning is the better one. But then
she says it’s unambiguous, and therefore the
agency isn’t entitled to deference,” he said.
“But I’ve got to say, I was not at all persuaded
that she had eliminated the ambiguity.”
He also criticized her textual analysis as
detached from Congress’s aim of handing
power to the CDC to safeguard public health.
“It’s especially wooden given that [her
ruling] is all about, what do these words mean
relative to these other words, as opposed to
what do these words mean in the context
of Congress trying to solve a problem here
— the problem being that sometimes there
are deadly diseases floating about,” he said.
“Why on earth would they want to limit it
to cleaning in this one sense as opposed to

taking the measures that are effective?”
“I found that the worst, least persuasive
piece of the opinion was that part,” he said.
Daniel Walters, a law professor at Penn
State University, called Mizelle’s approach
“so divorced from the text of the statute that
it doesn’t deserve to be called textualism.”
“You can’t just splice the statute into a bag
of words, consult a dictionary, pick out your
favorite definition, and call that textualism,”
Walters said. “Yet that is what the court did,
and it had the audacity to tell people that
they’re unordinary if they don’t agree with
that ordinary interpretation.”
The Justice Department on Tuesday night
said it plans to appeal the ruling if the CDC
determines that the mask mandate “remains
necessary for public health.”
“The Department continues to believe
that the order requiring masking in the transportation corridor is a valid exercise of the
authority Congress has given CDC to protect
the public health,” the Department of Justice
(DOJ) said in a statement. “That is an important authority the Department will continue to
work to preserve.”
Prior to DOJ’s announcement, several
legal experts said it would be risky for the
Biden administration to appeal it because that
could set a bad precedent in courts of appeals,
including the Supreme Court.
“Conservative jurists feel emboldened to
push back against agency action that in an
earlier era would’ve seemed fairly unremarkable,” said Lars Noah, a law professor at the
University of Florida. “So, if appellate courts
increasingly endorse textualism, then trial
judges needn’t fear reversal for aggressively
employing that method.”
(See ‘Textualist’ Mask Ruling, Page 11)

“CDC will continue to monitor public
health conditions to determine whether such
an order remains necessary,” the agency
said. “CDC believes this is a lawful order,
well within CDC’s legal authority to protect
public health.”
Some legal experts had criticized the ruling from the Florida judge, an appointee of
former President Trump, as a strained reading
of law that went too far in limiting the CDC’s
basic powers.
But with a conservative majority on the
Supreme Court and on the relevant court of

appeals, there is also a risk that a higher court
will put its stamp of approval on the ruling,
which would go even further to constrain
the CDC.
Meanwhile, any attempt in the future to
reimpose the mandate is sure to encounter
resistance from the portion of passengers
who celebrated being able to travel mask
free. On the other side, some immunocompromised or other vulnerable people became
more concerned after the mask mandate was
lifted. Public health experts have been split
on whether it was still necessary.

Judge’s ‘textualist’ ruling on airline
mask mandate sparks backlash

By John Kruzel
The Hill
A federal judge in Florida stirred controversy Monday by striking down the Biden
administration’s mask mandate for public
travel in a ruling that critics derided as overly formalistic and divorced from the health
imperatives of a global pandemic.
In a 59-page decision, Tampa-based U.S.
District Judge Kathryn Kimball Mizelle, a
Trump appointee, ruled that the measure went
beyond the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention’s (CDC) authority.
The opinion drew criticism on multiple
fronts, ranging from personal attacks over
the 35-year-old judge’s youth and qualifications for the bench, to accusations of judicial
overreach.
For some legal experts, though, the most
contentious aspect of the ruling was what
they viewed as Mizelle’s flawed approach to
an interpretative method known as textualism
that led her to unduly narrow the scope of a
landmark public health law.
“I do think on the merits the decision is
quite troubling, especially the statutory interpretation,” said Michael Dorf, a law professor
at Cornell University.
In her ruling Monday, Mizelle cited
several reasons for striking down the CDC
mandate. She faulted the agency for bypassing the normal rulemaking procedure. She
also concluded the CDC had not provided
an adequate legal basis for its policy, which
required masks for travel on planes, trains
and buses.
But the part of the decision that drew
particular ire was Mizelle’s interpretation of a
1944 federal law known as the Public Health
Service Act (PHSA). Mizelle’s ruling largely

turned on the meaning of the word “sanitation,” which is not defined in the statute.
To establish its meaning, Mizelle turned
to dictionary definitions and reasoned that
among two competing senses of the word
— to “keep something clean” or to “clean
something” — that the latter was the proper
definition.
“The context of (the PHSA provision) indicates that ‘sanitation’ and ‘other measures’
refer to measures that clean something, not
ones that keep something clean,” Mizelle
wrote. “Wearing a mask cleans nothing. At
most, it traps virus droplets. But it neither
‘sanitizes’ the person wearing the mask nor
‘sanitizes’ the conveyance.”
This central conclusion in Mizelle’s decision drew a wide array of critics.
Among them was Dorf, of Cornell, who
argued that the meaning of “sanitation” in
the text is ambiguous. Under long standing
Supreme Court doctrine, that ambiguity, in

DOJ to appeal mask ruling after CDC request

By Peter Sullivan
The Hill
The Department of Justice (DOJ) on
Wednesday said it would appeal a ruling
striking down the mask mandate for public
transportation after the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) requested it
appeal.
“In light of today’s assessment by @CDCgov that an order requiring masking in the
transportation corridor remains necessary to
protect the public health, the Department has
filed a notice of appeal,” a DOJ spokesman
tweeted.
The CDC said in a Wednesday statement
that “to protect CDC’s public health authority
beyond the ongoing assessment announced
last week, CDC has asked DOJ to proceed
with an appeal in Health Freedom Defense
Fund, Inc., et al., v. Biden, et al.”
“It is CDC’s continuing assessment that at
this time an order requiring masking in the
indoor transportation corridor remains necessary for the public health,” the agency added.
The announcement helps bring more certainty to the administration’s course of action
after officials deliberated over whether to
appeal the ruling, which was issued Monday.
The CDC order requiring masks for travelers had been set to last until May 3, when
many experts expected it to expire anyway.
While the mask mandate will remain
suspended for the time being, and likely was
going to expire soon anyway, a major reason
public health experts had pushed for an appeal is to preserve the CDC’s legal authority

for the future.
If the current ruling from a federal judge
in Florida was not appealed and allowed
to stand, they feared it would handcuff the
CDC if it needed to reimpose the mandate in
response to a more dangerous variant down
the line.
The move is politically fraught, though,
and is sure to draw rebukes from Republicans. Polls have shown the public is split on
whether to continue the transportation mask
mandates.
The administration is now in the position
of having to carry out a legal fight to maintain
masking powers for the future, even though
officials are seeking to project more of a
sense of normalcy and Democratic governors
across the country previously lifted mask
mandates in other settings.
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By Niall Stanage
The Hill
The deadline for the lifting of Title 42 is a
month away — but the Biden administration
is under enormous pressure to stall the timeline amid a Democratic mutiny.
Nine Democratic senators — almost one
in five of the party’s members in the upper
chamber — have now expressed concerns
about the ending of the controversial Trumpera policy.
Title 42, though rooted in an old statute,
has come to mean the policy of barring migrants, including asylum seekers, from entering the United States during the COVID-19
pandemic on public health grounds.
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) announced at the start of this
month that the policy would end on May 23.
But some Democrats have balked, fearing
the political fallout from a likely spike in
unauthorized border crossings.
Media reports in recent days have suggested the Biden administration is considering
delaying the end of the measure.
But a delay would not necessarily insulate the president from political damage. He
would just come under attack from his left
flank instead, given that progressives are
frustrated it has taken so long to line up the
policy for elimination in the first place.
When the initial news of the measure’s
end was announced, one leading progressive,
Rep. Ayanna Pressley (D-Mass.), responded
by saying:
“After consistently calling on President
Biden to end Title 42, I’m relieved to see
the administration has finally heeded our
calls. Asylum seekers and their allies in
the movement and in Congress have been
organizing day in and day out to repeal this
harmful policy.”

The dispute over when and how to end
Title 42 has now affected the question of
COVID-19 aid. An attempt to pass a $10
billion pandemic relief measure in the Senate
failed just before the recent recess. Title 42
will be top of the agenda when the Senate
returns this week.
Amid the deepening mess, some figures
usually supportive of Biden are exasperated
by how the policy shift has been handled.
“The administration should have done this
last year and they should have been prepared
to defend and explain their decision this
year,” said Frank Sharry, the executive director of America’s Voice, an organization that
advocates for liberal policies on immigration.
“The fact that they are leaving Democrats
on all sides of the issue, as well as advocates
for refugees, twisting in the wind, is somewhere between incompetent and cynical,”
he added.
The fact that someone like Sharry — a
longtime Washington player who is far more
likely to blast Republicans than Democrats

— is willing to express such views publicly
is emblematic of a broader frustration with
the way the issue has panned out.
Progressives, human rights groups and
advocates for migrants argue that Title 42
is fundamentally unjust. People have a legal
right to claim asylum in the United States,
they note.
But there is also virtually no one, on any
side of the debate, who sees Title 42 as truly
rooted in public health concerns. It has always been seen as a policy primarily aimed
at deterring migration. During the Trump
presidency, it was closely identified with the
president’s aide Stephen Miller, a longtime
hard-liner on migration issues.
Just about everyone, whether on right or
left, also agrees that the lifting of the measure
is sure to cause an additional spike in unauthorized border crossings, which are already
at their highest point in recent decades.
In March, there were more than 221,000
such encounters between U.S. authorities and
would-be immigrants and asylum seekers.

The Department of Homeland Security has
been preparing for up to 18,000 migrants per
day once Title 42 is lifted — an astronomical number that would equate to more than
500,000 per month.
It’s little wonder that Democrats, facing a difficult midterm election campaign
amid other problems like high inflation, are
spooked.
Democratic strategist Hank Sheinkopf
told this column that Democrats are already
worried about the climate they face. When it
comes to immigration, he added, “They are
worried about throwing this on the pyre —
another log in the fire.”
The warnings about lifting Title 42 have
been voiced most loudly by two groups of
senators.
One group consists of senators in competitive battles for reelection: Sens. Maggie
Hassan (D-N.H.), Mark Kelly (D-Ariz.),
Catherine Cortez Masto (D-Nev.) and Raphael Warnock (D-Ga.).
The other is a trio of moderates: Sens.
Joe Manchin (D-W.Va.), Kyrsten Sinema
(D-Ariz.) and Jon Tester (D-Mont.).
Kelly has described the idea of ending
Title 42 as “wrong” while Manchin has called
it “frightening.” Others like Warnock and
Cortez Masto have focused on the timing and
what they see as a lack of proper preparation
for the expected surge.
Even key Biden allies such as Sen. Chris
Coons (D-Del.) have expressed concern.
Appearing on CBS’s “Face the Nation” last
weekend Coons cited rising COVID-19 infections in his home region and said of ending
Title 42 that he hoped the decision would be
“reconsidered appropriately.”
Republicans, meanwhile, have been piling
on, accusing the Biden administration of
(See Biden Faces Mutiny, Page 12)

(Continued from Page 10)
“Appealing them risks losing in ways that
could leave a more lasting damaging impact,”
he added.
Not everyone agreed with the critique
of Mizelle’s ruling, to be sure, and some
conservative lawmakers and pundits were
downright ecstatic with the ruling.
“Thank you Judge Kathryn Kimball
Mizelle of Florida for ENDING the mask
mandates on planes and trains!” Rep. Lauren
Boebert (R-Colo.), a far-right member of
Congress wrote on Twitter. “LET FREEDOM
REIGN!”
Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) hailed the

ruling, saying it validated his previous endorsement of Mizelle for a position on the
federal bench.
“Almost two years ago I enthusiastically
pushed Judge Mizelle to be a district court
judge,” Rubio wrote on Twitter. “Today she
issued a common sense decision that makes
me especially proud that I did.”
Among other supporters of Mizelle’s ruling was Katherine Drabiak, a public health
law expert and professor at the University of
South Florida. Drabiak said the ruling was in
line with the history of government health
policy, which took a more individualized
approach to regulations and sought to tie

measures to a particular outbreak, person
or location, rather than regulate an entire
industry.
“I agree with what the court is saying,
that the Public Health Service Act does not
give the CDC authority to enact that type of
measure,” she said. “Based on what the law
is, based on what historical precedent is, I
think that the CDC did exceed its authority,
and it has failed to abide by different laws.”
But some critics of Monday’s ruling say
it was Mizelle who should be faulted for
overreaching. The decision — which imposed a nationwide injunction on the mask
mandate — comes amid a roiling debate in

legal circles over when such sweeping rulings
are appropriate.
Walters, of Penn State University, said he
is generally skeptical of nationwide injunctions but allowed that they may be appropriate in certain situations. “This does not seem
to be one of those situations,” Walters said.
“Here you have a single unrepresentative
judge setting policy for the entire nation.
There’s no opportunity now for those who are
adversely affected by this injunction to have
their day in court. It’s precisely when there
is ongoing disagreement where courts need
to be particularly wary of ending the debate
by stepping in to ‘resolve’ things.”

‘Textualist’ Mask Ruling

Mandate Backfiring
(Continued from Page 10)
the books.
But the administration faces two
key challenges: First, the appeals
process could drag out beyond any
practical time frame and, second,
the administration could lose again
— but in a higher stakes showdown.
“There’s a risk that if you appeal,
you turn what is a bad judgment on
a policy you’re phasing out anyway,
but that sets no precedent, into the
law of the land that is now going
to constrain you in other cases,”
Dorf said.
On appeal, the case would first
move to the Atlanta-based U.S.
Court of Appeals for the 11th Circuit, a conservative-leaning court
with seven Republican-appointed
judges and four Democratic-appointed judges.
If the appeal continued, it would
go before a 6-3 conservative majority Supreme Court that has already
shot down the CDC’s pandemic-era
pause on evictions as well as the
administration’s vaccine-or-mask
mandate for larger businesses.
Daniel Walters, a law professor

at Penn State University, was sharply critical of the district judge’s
Monday mask mandate ruling, arguing that it gave an unduly narrow
reading of the CDC’s authority. Yet
he was unsurprised by it, he said,
given what he sees as a sort of trickle-down effect from the Supreme
Court’s flawed ruling last August in
the CDC eviction moratorium case.
“The problem here is that the
Supreme Court is not stepping in
to do quality control. There are a
variety of reasons for that … but
the biggest reason seems to be that
a majority of the Supreme Court
justices agree with the bottom line,”
Walters said.
“In other words, they might not
get there the same way that the
district court did, but they would
still get there, so they’re not going
to disturb even a highly problematic
opinion.”
The part of Mizelle’s ruling that
drew the most intense fire was her
interpretation of a 1944 federal
law known as the Public Health
Service Act. Her ruling, which
largely turned on how she defined
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the word “sanitation” in the statute,
was lampooned by critics as an
almost farcical rendering of the
textualist method of legal interpretation, due to the judge’s seeming
detachment from the public health
imperatives underlying Congress’s
apparent aim.
“Some of the blame should be
directed to the Supreme Court,
which has itself played fast and

loose with this statute in a much
harder case involving the eviction
moratorium,” Walters said. “That
decision gave the green light to any
district court to go ahead and gut the
statute that Congress wrote.”
Leana Wen, a public health
professor at George Washington
University, said that what’s at stake
in how the administration moves
forward in the mask mandate case

is its very authority over public
health, which could be undercut
if the administration were to lose
on appeal.
“There may be a new variant
or some other virus altogether that
arises that may be a lot more lethal
or contagious,” Wen said. “The
CDC needs to maintain public
health authority in order to respond
to a new threat in the future.”
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As Biden plans to lift Title 42, Democrats
want details on how he’ll address influx

Deepa Shivaram
NPR
As the Biden administration
prepares to lift Title 42 on May 23,
more Democrats in Congress, and
running for office, say they have
concerns about the decision and are
asking the administration to reconsider or have a more concrete plan
in place for the influx of migrants
expected to arrive at the southern
border.
The Trump-era public health
order was put in place in early
2020 and prevented migrants and
asylum-seekers from crossing the
border into the U.S. due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.
On April 1, the Centers for Disease Control said the measure was
no longer necessary from a public
health standpoint.
Now, more centrist Democrats
like Sen. Chris Coons, D-Del., and
Sen. Gary Peters, D-Mich., who
are often vocal supporters of the
president’s agenda, are expressing
reservations about lifting the policy.
“In the region where I’m from,
we’re seeing infections rise. I think
Philadelphia, for example, just returned to a mask mandate. So my
hope is that that will be reconsidered appropriately,” Coons said on
CBS’s Face the Nation on Sunday,
referring to Title 42 getting lifted.
“Unless we have a well-thoughtout plan, I think it is something

that should be revisited and perhaps delayed. I’m going to defer
judgment on that until I give the
administration the opportunity to
fully articulate what that plan is,”
Peters, who is also chairman of the
Democratic Senatorial Campaign
Committee, said Monday, The Hill
reported.
Several top Democratic Senate
candidates are also asking the
administration to slow down on
lifting Title 42. And recent polling
from Morning Consult shows that a
majority of Americans oppose lifting the measure; while support and
opposition break down predictably
by party lines, just 31 percent of

independent voters support Biden
lifting Title 42.
So far, the White House has
pointed to a plan the Department
of Homeland Security released
at the end of March that outlines
preparations for a potential increase
in migrants. And they’ve criticized
the holdup on the bipartisan $10
billion COVID aid bill.
The bill was supposed to pass
before Easter recess but Senate
Republicans and some Democrats
wanted to hold a voice vote on
extending Title 42.
“The Department of Homeland
Security and the secretary put out
a comprehensive plan for what

they were going to do to prepare
for any increase or influx. ... That’s
something they’re having ongoing
discussions with senators, members
and their teams and staff about,”
White House press secretary Jen
Psaki said Tuesday.
“The core issue is that it is being
used to tie down and hold back the
COVID funding,” Psaki said.
But, beyond what DHS has
already released, the White House
has not laid out any further details
or plans.
DHS Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas has said the department is
increasing its capacity to process
new arrivals at the border and

evaluate asylum requests. In the
last several weeks, the department
has added at least 600 more law
enforcement officers at the border
and is ramping up its COVID-19
vaccination program.
Coons and Peters’ comments
come as a bipartisan group of senators introduced legislation earlier
this month to delay the end of Title
42 by at least 60 more days.
Democratic Sens. Mark Kelly of
Arizona and Maggie Hassan of New
Hampshire, who have both signed
onto the bill, are up for reelection
this November, underscoring the
likelihood that immigration will
once again be a hot-button issue
for vulnerable Democrats this year.
“The Biden administration was
wrong to set an end date for Title
42 without a comprehensive plan
in place. ... We need a secure, orderly, and humane response at our
southern border and our bipartisan
legislation holds the Biden administration accountable to that,” Kelly
said in a statement.
Republicans, meanwhile, are
demanding answers from Biden
administration officials including
Mayorkas. House Judiciary Committee ranking member Rep. Jim
Jordan, R-Ohio, has asked the
secretary to discuss the administration’s plans after Title 42 is
lifted when he appears at a House
Judiciary hearing on April 28.

Democrat lawmaker says on Fox that border
communities worried about Biden lifting Title 42

By Brad Dress
The Hill
Communities on the U.S.-Mexico border
are worried about the lifting of Title 42, Rep.
Henry Cuellar (D-Texas) said Sunday.
Cuellar told “Fox News Sunday” that
President Biden’s decision to lift Title 42, a
controversial policy allowing for the expulsion of migrants at the border under a public
health emergency, has people living on the
border “very concerned” about a surge of
migrant crossings.
“They’re not only public officials but other
folks, and none of them said, ‘Yes, go ahead
and lift title 42,’“ Cuellar said. “And none
of them said, ‘Open up the border.’ They are
very concerned because they are on the front

McCarthy to head delegation of GOP
lawmakers to the southern border

By Caroline Vakil
The Hill
House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy
(R-Calif.) is leading a delegation of Republican lawmakers to the southern border in
Texas on Monday, his office announced on
Saturday.
McCarthy and nine other Republicans will
be traveling to the southern border at Eagle
Pass, Texas, in the minority leader’s second
congressional delegation to the southern
border this Congress, his office noted.
The other GOP lawmakers joining McCarthy include House Republican Conference
Chairwoman Elise Stefanik (N.Y.) and Reps.
Gary Palmer (Ala.), Tony Gonzales (Texas),
Randy Weber (Texas), Michael Guest (Miss.),
Chip Roy (Texas), Marjorie Taylor Greene
(Ga.), Diana Harshbarger (Tenn.) and Blake
Moore (Utah).
“Today the border crisis is exploding —
but the Biden administration is about to make
this unprecedented catastrophe even worse
by rescinding Title 42,” McCarthy’s office
said in a release.
“House Republicans stand with our brave
Border Patrol agents on the front lines of this
crisis, and we demand that the Biden administration reverse their decision to end Title 42
and fully enforce the immigration and border
security laws of our nation.”
The development comes as the Biden
administration recorded roughly 221,000
migrant arrests at the southern border for
the month of March — the highest monthly

number of border encounters in two decades.
Earlier this month, the Biden administration announced it would be rescinding Title
42, a Trump-era policy that allows migrants
to rapidly be turned away from the border
and barred from seeking asylum. The policy
is set to end on May 23.
White House press secretary Jen Psaki
confirmed earlier this week that “we are
planning and preparing for the end of Title
42 enforcement on May 23.”
“There are a range of ideas out there in
Congress: Democrats, Republicans, others,
some who support a delay of Title 42 implementation, some who strongly oppose it,” she
added. “And there are a range of other ideas
of reforming our immigration system. This
would all require congressional action. We’re
happy to have that conversation with them.”

(Continued from Page 11)
being responsible for what Sen. Ted Cruz
(R-Texas) has termed a “catastrophe” when
it comes to border security.
Biden has little political capital to draw on
when it comes to immigration. A CBS News/
YouGov poll earlier this month showed his
handling of the topic winning the approval of
just 38 percent of adults, and the disapproval
of 62 percent.
Fifty-two percent of adults in the poll
believed that the administration “should
be tougher” on migrants trying to cross the
border. More than one-in-four Democrats
held this view.
Meanwhile, the complications keep piling
up for the president.
On Thursday, more than 20 states asked a
federal judge to immediately bar the Biden
administration from lifting Title 42.

Earlier in the day, Biden had to clean up a
confusing answer he had given to a reporter’s
question, in which he appeared to conflate
Title 42 with the separate issue of the federal
mask mandate for air passengers and other
travelers.
Those are the kinds of modest missteps
that Biden can’t afford as the knot around
Title 42 grows harder to unpick.
Meanwhile, even advocates of removing
Title 42 look warily toward the midterms.
Some also look back at how the issue
might have been handled very differently.
“The idea of ‘Let’s wait until the springtime of an election year to do this tricky thing
that is going to cause divisions in our party!’”
Sharry complained. “It was never going to be
easy for the administration to do this, which
is why they should have ripped the Band-Aid
off early.”

Biden Faces Mutiny

lines, and they’re the ones I think we need
to listen to.”
More than 220,000 migrants were encountered at the border in March, the highest
number counted since 2000.

Title 42 is set to expire on May 23, but
some Republican attorneys general are suing
over the administration’s decision to lift the
public health order.
The decision has also made a number of
Democrats worried as the midterms approach
and as they come under criticism from Republicans over the Biden administration’s
efforts to secure the border.
Cuellar is running as a moderate Democrat
and faces a runoff primary challenge in May
in the 28th District of Texas, which covers
San Antonio south to the Rio Grande and the
Mexico border.
Cuellar on Sunday questioned why the
U.S. was extending a federal public health
emergency through July but lifting Title 42
at the same time.
“How can we have the public emergency
extended to July 15 and say there’s a pandemic going on in the United States but at
the border everything is fine?” the lawmaker
asked. “Those are mismatched messages.”

Joe Lombardo wants
to take your guns
If you care about your right to carry concealed to protect
yourself and your family, you need to know the truth about
Joe Lombardo and his documented stance on guns. In a
podcast hosted by renowned CCW instructor, Nephi Khaliki,
and activist, model and actress Mindy Robinson, she stated:
—How Joe Lombardo blamed Republicans for the
1 October mass shooting
—How Joe Lombardo used the 1 October tragedy to
power his campaign and help Sisolak get elected
—How Joe Lombardo was the key to turning the state
blue after 30 years of Republican leadership
—Joe’s terrible record on Second Amendment
—Joe’s consistent attempts to sabotage CCW permitting in Clark County
If you are like most every supporter of the Second Amendment and want to see Steve Sisolak removed from office,
you need to know how Joe Lombardo plans to run for governor — simply to ensure Sisolak stays in office.
The more people know, the better our chances of exposing
that plot and removing Sisolak.
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Former longtime Utah Senator
Orrin Hatch dies at the age of 88
By Caroline Vakil
The Hill
Retired Sen. Orrin Hatch (R-Utah), former
president pro tempore of the Senate and the
longest serving Republican senator in history,
died at the age of 88 years old on Saturday
in Salt Lake City, his foundation announced.
The cause of death was not immediately
clear from the foundation’s announcement.
“Senator Orrin G. Hatch personified the
American Dream,” Matt Sandgren, executive
director of the Hatch Foundation, said in a
statement.
“Born the son of a carpenter and plaster
lather, he overcame the poverty of his youth
to become a United States Senator,” he continued. “With the hardships of his upbringing
always fresh in his mind, he made it his
life’s mission to expand freedom and opportunity for others—and the results speak for
themselves. From tax and trade to religious
liberty and healthcare, few legislators have
had a greater impact on American life than
Orrin Hatch.”
Hatch served in the Senate for 42 years,
representing Utah in the upper chamber from
1977 until 2019, including a stint as president
pro tempore of the Senate between 2015 and
2019.
He chaired several key Senate commit-

tees, including the Judiciary Committee,
Finance Committee and what is now known
as the Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
Committee.
Over 750 pieces of legislation either
sponsored or cosponsored by Hatch were
signed into law, and he “held the distinction
of having passed more legislation into law
than any other Senator alive,” according to
his foundation.
Among some of the key pieces of legisla-

tion he worked on were the Americans with
Disabilities Act and the Drug Price Competition and Patent Term Restoration Act, which
“established the approval pathway for generic
drug products,” according to the Food and
Drug Administration (FDA).
“Orrin’s decades of leadership drove an
unending catalog of major legislative accomplishments and landmark confirmations,”
Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell
(R-Ky.) said in a statement, calling his former
colleague “warm” and “deeply kind.”
In his farewell speech in the Senate in
2018, Hatch gave a somber warning to his
colleagues that the upper chamber was “in
crisis.”
“The last several years I have seen the
abandonment of regular order … Gridlock
is the new norm. And like the humidity here,
partisanship permeates everything we do,”
Hatch said at the time.
“All the evidence points to an unsettling
truth: The Senate, as an institution, is in crisis,
or at least may be in crisis,” he added.
Politicians, lawmakers and Republican
officials commemorated the longtime Utah
senator on social media following the news
of his death.
“This breaks my heart. Abby and I are so
grateful for the opportunities we had to spend

time with this incredible public servant. He
was always so kind and generous with his
time and wisdom. Utah mourns with the
Hatch family,” Utah Gov. Spencer Cox (R)
said in a tweet.
“Devastated to learn of the loss of Sen.
Orrin Hatch. He was a cherished friend. I met
my husband while he worked for the Senator.
We will miss him dearly. He was a statesman
that represented the best our country has to
offer. Please pray for his family,” Republican
National Committee chairwoman Ronna
McDaniel tweeted.
Sen. Mike Lee (R-Utah) called Hatch a
“giant in the Senate and pillar in Utah” in a
statement.
“I saw countless times how his brilliant
mind, quick wit, and care for his nation, his
state, and his colleagues turned pernicious
problems into clear paths forward,” Lee said.
Sen. Amy Klobuchar (D-Minn.) acknowledged that while there were differences between the two, including politics, “somehow
we always looked for common ground.”
“Senator Hatch was kind to me and we
worked together well. There were a lot of
differences including party, height, age…you
name it…but somehow we always looked
for common ground. Prayers for his family
today,” she tweeted.

ever, that Hatch’s decades-long career in the
upper chamber “only tells a small portion of
his legacy.”
“Orrin was a friend, a mentor, and an
example to me and countless others,” Lee
said in a statement. “I saw countless times
how his brilliant mind, quick wit, and care
for his nation, his state, and his colleagues
turned pernicious problems into clear paths
forward.”
Sen. Tim Scott (R-S.C.) called Hatch “a
jewel.”
“Today we lost a jewel and true American
statesman in former Senator Orrin Hatch.

He was a great colleague & mentor—and
left a truly remarkable legacy in the Senate.
My heart is with Elaine & the family,” Scott
tweeted.
Former Vice President Pence said Hatch
was a “true statesman.”
“.@KarenPence & I were saddened to
hear of the passing of Orrin Hatch, a true
statesman who represented the best of UT &
America. As the longest serving Republican
Senator in history, he dedicated decades of
his life to public service & we’ll always be
grateful for his leadership,” Pence tweeted,
including a photo of the two of them together.
Democrats also looked back fondly on
their time working with the Utah Republican.
“Senator Hatch was kind to me and we
worked together well. There were a lot of
differences including party, height, age… you
name it… but somehow we always looked
for common ground. Prayers for his family
today,” Sen. Amy Klobuchar (D-Minn.)
tweeted.
“Senator Orrin Hatch was deeply devoted
to serving our country. He was intensely courteous, had a wonderful sense of humor, and
welcomed me with kindness and generosity
when I entered the Senate. My prayers are
with his family and loved ones tonight,” Sen.
Maggie Hassan (D-N.H.) said on Twitter.

Former Senate colleagues, politicians
remember Hatch as ‘giant of the Senate’

By Caroline Vakil
The Hill
Former Senate colleagues and other politicians commemorated longtime Utah Sen.
Orrin Hatch (R), the longest serving Republican senator in U.S. history so far, following
the news that he died on Saturday, calling him
a “jewel” and a “giant of the Senate.”
“Orrin’s decades of leadership drove an
unending catalog of major legislative accomplishments and landmark confirmations,”
Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell
(R-Ky.) said in a statement, touting Hatch’s
work on tax reform in 2017, the Americans
With Disabilities Act and the State Children’s
Health Insurance Program (CHIP).
“Orrin was also remarkable for reasons
that went beyond his titanic Senate record.
He was warm. He was deeply kind and gentlemanly. He cherished his faith and loved his
church. He loved music,” McConnell said.
“He was also exceptionally funny — hilarious, really — and the most frequent target of
his deadpan wit was himself. And Orrin and
his beloved Elaine offered the Senate family
one of its all-time great stories of love and
partnership.”
Hatch’s foundation announced on Saturday that the former president pro tempore of
the Senate had died at the age of 88 years old.

He served in the upper chamber for 42 years,
from 1977 until 2019.
He chaired three major Senate committees,
sponsored or cosponsored over 750 pieces of
legislation that would eventually be signed
into law and worked with colleagues across
the aisle to pass legislation like CHIP, which
allows families that make too much money to
be Medicaid-eligible to provide their children
access to low-cost health coverage.
Sen. Mitt Romney (R-Utah) said in a statement shared over Twitter that “few men have
made their mark on the Senate as he did.”
Sen. Mike Lee (R-Utah) claimed, how-
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Disney government dissolution
bill signed by Gov. Ron DeSantis
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By Anthony Izaguirre
TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) — Florida
Gov. Ron DeSantis signed a bill on Friday
to dissolve the private government Walt
Disney World controls on its property in the
state, punishing the entertainment giant for
opposing a new law that critics call “Don’t
Say Gay.”
The move is expected to have huge tax
implications for Disney and further sour the
relationship between the Republican-led government and a major political player whose
theme parks have transformed Orlando into
one of the world’s most popular tourist destinations.
For DeSantis, the attack on Disney is
the latest front in a culture war waged over
policies involving race, gender and the coronavirus, battles he has harnessed to make
himself one of the most popular Republicans
in the country and a likely 2024 presidential
candidate.
The law would eliminate the Reedy Creek
Improvement District, as the 55-year-old
Disney government is known, as well as a
handful of other similar districts by June
2023. The measure does allow for the districts
to be reestablished, leaving an avenue to renegotiate the future of the deal that allows the
company to provide services such as zoning,
fire protection, utilities and infrastructure.
DeSantis said Friday that the company
would end up paying more taxes than it currently does and that the law isn’t expected
to cause tax increases for residents around
Disney. He gave no additional details.
The dispute began with Disney’s criticism
of a new law barring instruction on sexual orientation and gender identity in kindergarten
through third grade as well as instruction that
is not “age appropriate or developmentally

appropriate.” DeSantis and his fellow Republicans have defended the law as reasonable,
saying that parents, not teachers, should be
discussing such topics with children.
Under mounting pressure, Disney eventually said it would suspend political donations
in the state and that it would support organizations working to oppose the new law.
“You’re a corporation based in Burbank,
California, and you’re gonna marshal your
economic might to attack the parents of my
state,” DeSantis said Friday before signing
the bill into law at a ceremony in Hialeah
Gardens. “We view that as a provocation,
and we’re going to fight back against that.”
The governor has hammered Disneyfor
coming out against the bill, portraying the

company as a purveyor of “woke” ideology
that injects inappropriate subjects into children’s entertainment. In a fundraising pitch
sent out this week, DeSantis told supporters,
“It took a look under the hood to see what
Disney has become to truly understand their
inappropriate influence.”
Republican Rep. Randy Fine, sponsor of
the bill to eliminate the Disney district, has
said Disney is a guest in the state and that
Floridians are not interested in the company’s
California values.
“You kick the hornet’s nest, things come
up,” Fine told lawmakers in the GOP-controlled statehouse this week.
Democrats have slammed the Disney
measure as petty retaliation, warning that

homeowners could face tax bills if they have
to absorb costs from the company, though
details are far from clear.
“The devil is in the details and we don’t
yet today have the details,” said Orange
County Mayor Jerry Demings, whose county
is partially home to Disney World. He added
it would be “catastrophic for our budget” if
the county had to assume the costs for public
safety at the theme park resort.
Disney is one of Florida’s biggest private
employers, last year saying it had more
than 60,000 workers in the state. It is not
immediately clear how the company or local
governments around its properties would be
affected if the district was dissolved.
The creation of the Reedy Creek Improvement District, and the control it gave
Disney over 27,000 acres (11,000 hectares)
in Florida, was a crucial element in the
company’s plans to build near Orlando in the
1960s. Company officials said they needed
autonomy to plan a futuristic city along with
the theme park. The city never materialized,
however; instead, it morphed into the Epcot
theme park.
The company is a major political player in
Florida, as well as the rest of the country. The
Walt Disney Co. and its affiliates made more
than $20 million in political contributions
to both Republicans and Democrats in the
2020 campaign cycle, the most recent year
for which figures are available, according to
the Center for Responsive Politics, which
tracks such spending.
That same year, Disney-related entities
funneled $10.5 million to the America First
Action committee, which supports Republican former President Donald Trump. Disney
also contributed $1.2 million to support
Democratic President Joe Biden’s campaign.

support than DeSantis among GOP voters is
Trump himself. At the same time, DeSantis
is sitting on more than $100 million in campaign funds.
“He’s a very smart guy in what he’s doing
and how he’s doing it,” Republican strategist
David Urban, a close Trump ally, said of
DeSantis.
Those close to the Florida governor say
there is one message above all to take away
from the Disney fight: that DeSantis, one of

the few high-profile Republicans who has not
ruled out running against Trump in a 2024
presidential primary, is not afraid of anybody,
anything or any fight.
Tensions between the two men have been
building for months.
In a Washington Post interview last month,
Trump took credit for DeSantis’ rise. And
last weekend, longtime Trump loyalist Roger
Stone released a video clip in which Stone
calls DeSantis an expletive while greeting
Trump at Mar-a-Lago, his Florida club.
So far, Florida voters seem to be on DeSantis’ side.
Nearly 6 in 10 Florida voters approved of
DeSantis’ job performance in a February poll
conducted by the University of North Florida.
The poll also asked registered Republicans
about a hypothetical presidential primary
between Trump and DeSantis. The result?
Trump and DeSantis were statistically tied.
Brian Ballard, a Florida lobbyist and a major Republican fundraiser, said DeSantis has
“a combination of popularity and instincts”
that is shaping the modern-day GOP.
“No other elected official, maybe in the
country, has the Republican base support
that Ron DeSantis has. So he’s incredibly
powerful, not only a powerful politician,
but a powerful government leader,” Ballard
said. “The guy really has the reins of power
in his hands.”

DeSantis tests the limits of his
combative style in Disney feud
By Steve Peoples and Brendan Farrington
TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) — Florida
Gov. Ron DeSantis’ deepening feud with
Walt Disney World is testing the limits of
his combative leadership style while sending
an unmistakable message to his rivals that
virtually nothing is off limits as he plots his
political future.
The 43-year-old Republican has repeatedly demonstrated an acute willingness to fight
over the course of his decade-long political
career. He has turned against former aides
and rejected the GOP Legislature’s rewrite
of congressional maps, forcing lawmakers to
accept a version more to his liking, though
voting rights group have sued. And he’s
leaned into simmering tensions with Donald
Trump, which is notable for someone seeking
to lead a party where loyalty to the former
president is a requirement.
But DeSantis’ decision to punish Disney
World, one of the world’s most popular tourist destinations and one of Florida’s biggest
private employers, took his fighter mentality
to a new level. In retribution for Disney’s
criticism of a new state law condemned by
critics as “Don’t Say Gay,” DeSantis signed
legislation on Friday stripping the theme
park of a decades-old special agreement that
allowed it to govern itself.
To critics, including some in his own party,
such a raw exercise of power suggests DeSantis is operating with a sense of invincibility
that could come back to haunt him. Others
see an ambitious politician emboldened by
strong support in his state and a mountain
of campaign cash grabbing an opportunity
to further stoke the nation’s culture wars,
turning himself into a hero among Republican
voters in the process.
“When you listen to Ron DeSantis, it’s
righteous indignation: ‘Here’s why you’re
wrong and here’s why I’m right,”” said Florida Rep. Blaise Ingoglia, a former state GOP
chairman. “And it is that righteous indignation and that willingness to fight back that
endears people to Ron DeSantis’ message. As
long as he keeps on showing that he’s willing
to fight, people are going to continue to keep
flocking to him.”
DeSantis is up for reelection in November.
But in the wake of his scrap with Disney,
he will introduce himself to a key group
of presidential primary voters this coming
week when he campaigns for Nevada Senate candidate Adam Laxalt. The appearance
marks his first of the year in a state featured
prominently on the presidential calendar,
although DeSantis aides insist it is simply a
trip to help out a longtime friend.
Disney drew DeSantis’ wrath for opposing a new state law that bars instruction on
sexual orientation and gender identity in
kindergarten through third grade. The DeSantis-backed bill has been condemned by
LGBTQ activists nationwide as homophobic,
although the measure, like others dealing
with transgender athletes and racial history
in schools, has emerged as a core piece of the
GOP’s political strategy.
The Disney legislation, which does not
take effect until June 2023, could cause

massive economic fallout for the company,
the surrounding communities and the millions who visit the Orlando amusement park
every year.
There are risks to DeSantis’ embrace of
the legislation, particularly if his antagonism
towards Disney threatens the GOP’s standing
with independents and women, who could
play crucial roles in the fall campaign. Jenna
Ellis, a former Trump administration attorney, called the DeSantis-backed legislation
“vengeful.”
Democrats who are facing a tough election
year are eager to highlight DeSantis’ moves
as a way to portray the GOP as a party of
extremists. In an interview, Democratic National Committee Chairman Jaime Harrison
described DeSantis’ attack on Disney as a
continuation of a “divisive agenda” geared
toward booking interviews on conservative
media at the expense of his constituents.
“The people of Florida deserve a governor whose first priority is them, not his own
political ambition,” Harrison said.
President Joe Biden said at party fundraiser this past week in Oregon that this “is not
your father’s Republican Party.”
“I respect conservatives,” Biden said at
a DNC fundraiser in Seattle on Thursday.
“There’s nothing conservative about deciding
you’re going to throw Disney out of its present posture because … you think we should
be not be able to say, ‘gay.’”
In a statement, DeSantis’ spokesperson
Taryn Fenske, called the governor a “principled and driven leader who accomplishes
exactly what he says he will do.”
Indeed, DeSantis’ friends and foes in the
GOP agree that his crackdown on Disney is
a major political victory among Republican
base voters already enamored by his pushback against pandemic-related public health
measures over the past two years. They suggest it also taps into a growing Republican
embrace of anti-corporate populism and
parental control of education that resonates
with a wider swath of voters.
Republicans pollsters have been privately
testing DeSantis’ political strength beyond
Florida for several months, finding that the
only Republican consistently with more
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By Ellen Mitchell
and Jordan Williams
The Hill
The United States and allied
countries are racing against the
clock to ship weapons and other
military equipment to Ukraine amid
a brutal and renewed Russian attack
on the country’s east.
Juggling supply chain demands,
weapons needs and the logistics of
actually getting defense aid into
Ukraine, the balance is pivotal in
Ukraine’s effort to hold the Donbas
region, according to officials and
experts.
“Having a continuous flow of
just supplies and munitions, like
ammunition, is critical,” said Mark
Cancian, a senior adviser at the
Center for Strategic and International Studies.
“You know, it’s not very high
visibility, it’s not very exciting, but
that’s what keeps armies functioning,” he added.
The Biden administration has
sent $3.4 billion in military aid to
Ukraine since Russia invaded on
Feb. 24, of which approximately
$1.6 billion was rolled out over
the past seven days. The latest two
packages included new capabilities
that Ukraine specifically requested,
including 155mm howitzers, armored personnel carriers and lethal
drones, including the new Phoenix
Ghost Tactical Unmanned Aerial
System.
To coordinate this influx of
weapons into Ukraine, the U.S.
military in early March officially
established the U.S. European
Command Control Center Ukraine
in Stuttgart, Germany, a lead point
to handle the security and humanitarian assistance to the Ukrainians.
The center was also in charge of
consolidating and synchronizing
deliveries of U.S., Allied and partner aid.
“Eight to 10 flights a day are
going into the theater, and not
all of those flights are American
flights, but most of them are. And
every single day, including this day,
there has been ground movement
inside Ukraine. So we have seen
no slowing down,” Pentagon press
secretary John Kirby said Thursday,

highlighting the frantic pace of
deliveries.
The Biden administration sought
to streamline the situation this week
with the appointment of a retired
three-star general as the lead coordinator of security assistance for
Ukraine.
Retired Army Lt. Gen. Terry
Wolff will serve as the liaison
between U.S. defense companies,
the administration and allies and
partners in making sure weapons
and other military equipment are
provided to Ukraine.
But the fact remains that the U.S.
doesn’t have a terribly reliable way
to track what happens to arms shipments after they cross into Ukraine,
including what units they go to and
how they’re used.
The blind spots are linked to
several factors, including the fog
of war and the fact that many of
the arms being sent in are smaller,
man-portable systems such as single use drones and shoulder-fired
rockets. Those easy-to-transport
weapons are far harder to track
compared to larger systems such
as tanks, air defense systems or
aircraft.
“We track the deliveries to the
border into Ukraine and when
the handoff happens at the border

control points with Ukrainians, it’s
up to them for how they move that
equipment,” a defense official told
reporters Thursday.
U.S. defense officials at Stuttgart
work with several Ukrainian liaison
officers at the base and those inside
the country to make sure the material sent in reaches the units that
can use it and need it the most, the
official said.
“I’m assured with every conversation I have that that equipment
is getting to where it’s needed,
and being used accordingly,” the
defense official added.
Another issue that Washington
will have to face is the logistical
challenge of providing training on
some of these systems.
The Pentagon is already training
the Ukrainians on the howitzers
and has acknowledged that other
more advanced systems that the
Ukrainians don’t currently have in
their arsenal will require additional
training.
As the war moves forward, the
U.S. and its allies will have to work
harder to make sure it can supply
Ukraine with the capabilities it
needs.
Cacian noted that Washington
and Kyiv appear to be coordinating
more closely than earlier in the

war on military capabilities. But
allies will also have to be closely
involved as Washington nears the
end of its inventory of certain capabilities, such as the stingers and
javelins.
“Having more sources of supply
is helpful, and there are some areas
where the United States is running
short and we really need the allies
to step up,” he said.
One unknown will be how
well Russia is able to carry out its
offensive in eastern Ukraine. Thus
far, a combination of surprising
resistance from Ukraine and logistics challenges have plagued
Moscow in what it thought would
be a rapid war.
Ret. Navy Rear Adm. Mark
Montgomery, who worked with
U.S. European Command to improve military relations between
the U.S. and Ukraine, said Russia’s
performance in the latest offensive
will play a role in whether Washington is forced to switch tactics for
getting weapons to Kyiv.
“You know, do they try to remove repetitive logistics lanes?
Now, if they see us repeatedly using
the same logistics lanes? Do they
first understand what we’re doing?
And second, can they target it?”
Montgomery said.

”I think there’s a risk to our
logistics lines. I assume that the
United States has, and our allies and
partners have developed backup
plans,” he added.
Another factor in Washington’s
ability to send more weapons to
Ukraine is whether it has the funds
to ensure that it can resupply its
own stocks.
President Biden said on Thursday that he will send a request to
Congress for supplemental funding
because he is nearing the end of the
drawdown authority that he was
provided under the $1.5 trillion
government funding bill that he
signed in March.
Montgomery said that he thinks
the president will be “pushing on
an open door” with his pending
request.
“You don’t say that easily,
supplemental appropriations are
tough,” he said. “But this is the
right cause.”
Another conundrum is whether
weapons makers can keep up with
the pace of demand.
Senate Armed Services Committee ranking member James Inhofe
(R-Okla.), has been a particular
critic of the administration in shipping weapons to Ukraine, saying
it is not quick enough, especially
as the war is set to ramp up in the
Donbas region.
“The war is changing in the
east, and the Ukrainians need much
more to win and roll back Russian
aggression. We’ll need to get creative,” Inhofe tweeted Friday. “Further, we must ensure the Pentagon is
able to get contracts out to industry
to increase production ASAP. Let’s
get to work.”
On the Pentagon’s end, Defense
Secretary Lloyd Austin invited 40
nations for a conference on how
to meet Ukraine’s defense needs.
About 20 nations have accepted
invitations so far for the meeting,
set for Tuesday in Stuttgart. It is
also expected to touch on Ukraine’s
postwar military needs.
The Pentagon also on Friday
announced a broad request for
information from industry to offer
weapons and systems that can be
rushed to the front line.

nest — Kyiv would be in a better
position.
In October, after Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin visited Ukraine,
“there were a lot of things that were
asked for, and it took the White
House two to three months to say
yes to anything,” said Debra Cagan,
a former American diplomat and
advisor to George W. Bush.
McCarthy, who is aiming to
become Speaker should the GOP
take the majority in November,
said these delays were deadly in a
Sunday interview with Fox News.

“Ukraine was craving the ability to defend themselves. Had we
moved the weapons to Ukraine
earlier, that they could defend
themselves, it would have saved
thousands of lives and probably
the decision of Putin not to enter,”
McCarthy said.
Republicans began casting
blame on Biden for the war almost
as soon as it began in February,
claiming a series of foreign policy
blunders — notably the disastrous
withdrawal of U.S. troops from
Afghanistan last August — paved
the way for the conflict.
McCarthy was among many
in the GOP who bashed Biden
for failing to facilitate an aircraft
exchange with Poland, who had
offered its Soviet-era MiG fighter
jets to Ukraine in exchange for U.S.
jets to replace those it was losing.
The Pentagon at the time called
the plan “untenable,” as it would
have required the aircraft to be
transferred to a U.S. military base in
Germany and then sent into Ukraine
— a move that could escalate the
conflict, officials argued.
McCarthy and others’ claims
that Biden is responsible for the
war — though on shaky ground

— are only likely to grow once the
primaries wrap up in November,
according to Rubin.
“There are candidates just coming up through the pipeline in the
Republican primaries who are very
aligned with Trump and they’re
the ones that are going to have to
be explaining the Trump policy,”
Rubin explained.
“McCarthy’s claims, in many
ways, is used as a preemptive shot,
the preemptive strike to inoculate
them and protect them from the
oncoming attacks that are going
to happen when they’re tied to a
president who encouraged Vladimir
Putin to take over Ukraine.”
Steele agreed that the GOP is
using its attacks against Biden to
gloss over its very recent history,
but at the detriment of the country.
“In their telling, this is the
first engagement we’ve had with
Ukraine since Obama in 2014, so
we skipped the middle part where
the Trump administration tried to
blackmail Zelensky,” Steele said.
“And that’s unfortunate because
that’s not what the country needs
right now. We need the political
opposition at a time of international
conflict with an adversary.”

McCarthy ramps up Ukraine blame game with Biden

By Ellen Mitchell
The Hill
House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy’s (R-Calif.) recent
claims that Biden administration
ineffectiveness was to blame in part
for the Ukraine war ramped up the
debate over the administration’s
early handling of the conflict.
McCarthy, who has frequently joined his GOP colleagues in
lambasting the administration for
failing to supply enough weapons
to Ukraine sooner, stepped up the
finger pointing Sunday when he
suggested that the Kremlin would
“probably” not have attacked if the
U.S. provided more weapons to
Kyiv prior to Feb. 24.
But at a moment of international
strife, the claim isn’t helping anyone but Republicans, experts say.
“It’s not a serious argument,”
Former RNC Chairman Michael
Steele told The Hill. “It is a political affirmation of a narrative
that is put into the discourse for no
other purposes than fundraising or
trying to make something stick to
Joe Biden.”
The argument is a particularly
thorny one for McCarthy to make
given his recent history on assistance for Ukraine.
McCarthy, along with all but
one of his Republican colleagues,
backed former President Trump
after he threatened to withhold $391
million in military aid to Ukraine
unless Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky agreed to investigate
the son of President Biden in the run
up to the 2020 election. The issue
led to Trump’s first impeachment in
December 2019.
“It’s very clear that the American people broadly stand with
Ukraine and the Republican party
understands that they were on the
wrong side of that issue, politically,” said Joel Rubin, a former
assistant secretary of state under
President Obama turned Democrat
strategist.
“They’re trying to crawl back to
it because they know that having
their former president call Vladimir
Putin a genius doesn’t poll well. But
that was the policy they endorsed.
And that’s the record.”
The White House was quick to
point out the Republican party’s

track record on Ukraine Monday.
“Just for facts’ sake, we sent a
record amount of security assistance to Ukraine during President
Biden’s first year in office — more
than any other president in history,”
press secretary Jen Psaki said when
asked to respond to McCarthy’s
comments.
“That’s in direct contrast with
our predecessor who withheld hundreds of millions of dollars in military aid from Ukraine, including
Javelins, which Mr. McCarthy, who
was critical of us in this moment,
defended at the time as, quote,
‘the rightful thing to do’ because
he claimed people believed there
was corruption in the Zelensky
administration.”
She continued:” So, I don’t
know if that’s a question for us as
much as a question for him — what
has changed in that period of time?”
Since the start of the Biden administration, the United States has
provided more than $3.2 billion
in security assistance to Ukraine,
including $2.6 billion since the
start of the war. Another $800
million package is expected to be
announced this week.
With the threat of the Kremlin
looming last year, the U.S. military
drew from its weapons stocks to
supply Ukraine in the fall of 2021
and approved another $200 million
in aid in December.
That aid hasn’t quieted some
critics, however, who say if the
White House hadn’t been so episodic with its support in the months
before the war — when Ukraine
began to ask for weapons in ear-
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Biden sets up a new path to US but will stop
waiving rules for Ukrainians at Mexican border

By Rebecca Beitsch
and Morgan Chalfant
The Hill
The U.S. is launching a new
program to allow Ukrainians fleeing the war with Russia to enter the
U.S., but will no longer waive immigration requirements for Ukrainians seeking to enter the country
at the Mexican border, officials
announced Thursday.
The new program will allow
Ukrainians fleeing the Russian
invasion to apply from abroad for
a two-year temporary status in the
U.S.
The Uniting for Ukraine program will allow Ukrainians to apply
to stay in the U.S. for up to two
years through a process known as
humanitarian parole, which allows
government officials to temporarily
waive immigration requirements.
Ukrainians applying through the
program must have a U.S. sponsor.
President Biden announced the
new program, which is part of a
broader pledge to take in 100,000
Ukrainians displaced by the crisis,
during a speech Thursday morning
from the White House.
“It will provide an expedient
channel for secure, legal migration
from Europe to the United States
for Ukrainians who have a U.S.
sponsor such as a family or an
NGO,” Biden said, pledging that
the program would be “fast” and
“streamlined.”
The program comes as more
than 5 million Ukrainians have fled
their country, primarily reaching
other countries in Eastern Europe.
U.S. residents and organizations
can begin sponsoring Ukrainians
for the program starting Monday, adding a fast-track option
over existing humanitarian parole
programs for those with no U.S.
connections.
Humanitarian parole does not
itself provide a pathway for longterm residence in the U.S., though

it does give recipients time to look
for other ways to seek status in
America.
The move comes after the Biden
administration had previously
said it would waive Title 42 for
Ukrainians, which expels migrants
without giving them the chance to
seek asylum. That exception will
now end Monday.
The Biden team had been criticized for the incongruous policy,
having used Title 42 more than a
million times in 2021, largely to
expel Central American migrants.
“The United States strongly
encourages Ukrainians seeking
refuge in the United States who do
not have and are not eligible for a
visa to seek entry via Uniting for
Ukraine from Europe, this will be
the safest and most efficient way
to pursue temporary refuge in the
United States,” DHS said in a release Thursday.
“Ukrainians should not travel
to Mexico to pursue entry into the
United States. … Ukrainians who
present at land U.S. ports of entry
without a valid visa or without
pre-authorization to travel to the
United States through Uniting

for Ukraine will be denied entry
and referred to apply through this
program.”
While Ukrainians could still
apply for the program from Mexico,
a senior administration official told
reporters Thursday that it will likely
be more difficult for Ukrainians to
access required vaccinations there,
and the U.S. will offer no on-theground support.
“Traveling to Mexico will offer
no advantage for Ukrainian nationals,” the official said.
The U.S. most recently established a humanitarian parole program for Afghans evacuated as part
of the chaotic U.S. exit from the
country. Like Afghans, Ukrainians
must pass background screening
checks and meet health and vaccination requirements.
But some Afghans were given as
little as one year of status, leaving
advocates concerned they may not
be able to secure a long-term pathway to remain in the U.S. Many
have since lobbied for the Afghan
Adjustment Act that would allow
those paroled in to seek green cards
— a sign of what may also be necessary for Ukrainians who enter the

U.S. through humanitarian parole.
Russia invaded Ukraine nearly
two months ago on Feb. 24. In addition to spurring a refugee crisis,
the war has resulted in thousands
of civilian casualties and disrupted
the global economy.
Biden along with U.S. allies
has announced several tranches of
sanctions on Russia in response to
Russian President Vladimir Putin’s
invasion.
Biden also visited Europe last
month for meetings with NATO
and European leaders and on that
trip met with Ukrainian refugees
who had fled to Poland.
The humanitarian parole program unveiled Thursday was a
sign the U.S. may not meet its goal
of accepting 100,000 Ukrainians
primarily through the U.S. refugee
program, which does provide a
pathway for long-term residence.
The U.S. has been accepting
Ukrainian refugees using narrower
parameters like the Lautenberg
program, which is only open to
religious minorities.
One official said “the majority” of refugees will likely come
through the humanitarian parole

process.
“We’ve heard widely from
Ukrainians that they really are
seeking kind of temporary refuge
in the U.S. with family, with other
individuals they have connections
with,” the official said.
They noted that among those
already fleeing, many have settled
in nearby Poland and have been
hesitant to travel further West and
become more distanced from male
relatives aged 18 to 65 who have
been prohibited from leaving the
country.
“They are quite keen to stay
near Ukraine to return as soon as
possible,” the official said.
“I think it is a minority of the
broader population, obviously, that
will have U.S. ties and an interest in
traveling this far to seek temporary
refuge in the United States. So, I
think in many ways the program
will be self-selecting.”
Krish O’Mara Vignarajah, president of Lutheran Immigration and
Refugee Service, said the financial
requirements for the humanitarian
parole program will also whittle
down the eligibility.
“What you need to show in
order to get the visa is someone,
whether that’s a family member or
you have some connection to an
entity that will basically attest that
they will financially sponsor you.
And so, you know, for those who
have less means, for those who
are less politically connected, for
those who may not have members
who are able to afford financial
support, they don’t have a pathway
to apply,” she said.
The U.S. has also offered Temporary Protected Status to Ukrainians already in the U.S., extending
the deadline to include Ukrainians
that had crossed the border as well
as those already in the country
when the war broke out. It’s a
population DHS estimates has now
reached 60,000.

desire to back Ukraine. A new
Economist-YouGov poll released
Wednesday indicated 65 percent
of American adults approve of U.S.
sanctions on Russia and only 17
percent disapprove.
Some experts in Ukraine point
to a kind of grim calculus. The
revelations of apparent Russian
war crimes, they note, may have
further galvanized Western public
opinion, stiffening the resolve
that the Kremlin simply can’t be
allowed to prevail.
Joshua Tucker, a fellow at the
Kroll Institute and a professor of
politics at New York University,
noted that such atrocities may prevent Western weariness about the
war from taking hold.
“As we become aware of more
and more Russian atrocities in
Ukraine, they may have the coun-

tervailing effect of building the
desire to do more to help Ukraine,”
he said.
Max Bergmann, the director of
the Europe Program at the Center
for Strategic and International Studies, took a similar view.
Bergmann acknowledged that
“as soon as any conflict becomes
more static and fixed, attention
inevitably shifts.”
But, he added, “I don’t think we
are in danger of a loss of support
for sanctions, or anything like that.
Also when it comes to the security
assistance, there is tremendous
bipartisan support there to keep
doing more.”
All that being said, the U.S.
and its allies are now bracing for a
prolonged conflict.
“Our allies are stepping up,”
Biden said at the White House
Wednesday. “And NATO is united,
focused and energized as it’s ever
been.”
But that doesn’t make the task
ahead easy.
Asked if the current approach
from Washington will work, the
Kroll Institute’s Tucker weighed
his answer.
“It depends on how you define
‘will work.’ It absolutely worked,
already, to prevent a quick overthrow of the Ukrainian government
and the quick putting-into-place of
a puppet regime in Kyiv,” he said.
“But if you think we will only
know it is working when the Russians pull out of the Donbas and
give Crimea back to Ukraine —
well, you might be waiting a very
long time.”

US faces big test as Ukraine war enters new phase

By Niall Stanage
The Hill
The war in Ukraine is entering
a new phase — and that is bringing
new challenges for President Biden
and other Western leaders.
The question facing the White
House is whether the American
public will stay emotionally engaged with the war.
If they do, they will likely be
willing to accept continued costs,
such as elevated gas prices, in
pursuit of the bigger goal of pushing back the Russian invasion. If
they are not, it could weaken the
sanctions process over time and
give Russian President Vladimir
Putin leeway to recover from early
setbacks.
The question is much more salient now that Russia has switched
its focus away from Kyiv and
onto the Donbas region in eastern
Ukraine.
The Ukrainian defense of its
capital in the early phase of the war
was heroic by any reasonable measure — and commanded enormous
media coverage in the United States
and elsewhere in the West.
But the new fight — described
by White House press secretary Jen
Psaki on Wednesday as “a different
kind of war on the ground” — will
be long and arduous.
Prior to February’s invasion,
fighting between Ukrainian forces and pro-Russian separatists in
eastern Ukraine had dragged on
for eight years without a definitive
conclusion.
Experts and Washington insiders
express some concern about what
comes next. But they also note
the high level of American public
interest in the war so far.
“Without a doubt, the American
public’s attention will have highs
and lows in the war in Ukraine,”
said Joel Rubin, who served as a
deputy assistant secretary of State
during President Obama’s administration.
“I wouldn’t be surprised if it
wanes a little bit as this war of attrition begins to take place,” Rubin
added. “But as long as there is continued heroism and leadership from
President [Volodymyr] Zelensky,
and as long as there is this continued ‘Great Power’ conflict, and as
long, of course, as the humanitarian
catastrophe continues to unfold, this
will not only command President
Biden’s attention, but congressional

attention and the American public’s
attention.”
Biden praised the Ukrainian
people for being “tougher and
more proud than I thought” when
he spoke at the White House
Wednesday at a dinner with Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin and
high-ranking military leaders
The U.S. has provided well over
$2 billion in military and security
aid to Ukraine since the Russian
invasion began, even while rebuffing Ukrainian President Zelensky’s
requests for the imposition of a nofly zone. Biden has been adamant
that he does not want to spark a
direct war between American and
Russian troops.
Meanwhile, Zelensky has captured the American public’s attention with big moments like his
virtual address to Congress on
March 16 and more recent TV interviews with CBS’s “60 Minutes”
and CNN.
The Ukraine war has not, so far,
joined the long list of ultra-polarizing political issues in the United
States. While a small number of
Republican politicians have been

skeptical of the need for Washington to get involved so heavily,
most Republicans have been fairly
mild in their criticism of Biden on
the topic.
If Biden takes stronger action,
for example by ramping up sanctions further, ”there will not be partisan complaints from Republicans
that he has gone too far,” according
to Doug Heye, a GOP strategist and
former communications director
of the Republican National Committee. “He will be in a very safe
political space if he does that.”
Still, Heye acknowledged that
continued American public attention on Ukraine was not assured.
“It certainly is part of Putin’s
calculations that the longer this
goes on, even though it is attrition
for Russia, the attention of America
and the attention of Europe gets
distracted elsewhere by the million
other things we all have going on —
inflation being a prime example.”
The conflict has clearly fueled
inflationary pressures, in areas from
gas prices to food.
But that has not so far come
close to sapping Americans’
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Confusion and lack of conviction
plague Biden’s immigration policies

By Nolan Rappaport
When he was campaigning for the presidency, Biden promised to reverse the Trump
administration’s border policies swiftly. But
he walked back that promise later to prevent
a rush on the southwestern border. He said he
probably would need six months to rebuild a
system for processing the migrants.
Biden was afraid that changing the previous administration’s policies immediately
would lead to having 2 million migrants on
the border: “It will get done and it will get
done quickly but it’s not going to be able to
be done on Day 1.”
But on Day 1, Biden:
—Rescinded the Muslim travel ban;
—Revoked Trump’s enforcement priorities that had made virtually every deportable
migrant a target for immigration enforcement;
—Declared a 100-day pause on removals;
—Terminated border wall construction;
and
—Suspended enrollments in the ‘Remain
in Mexico Program’ (MPP).
Why did he do this? He knew what would
happen.
Apprehensions of illegal crossers at the
southwestern border hit 1.7 million in fiscal
2021, the highest in more than 60 years; and
more than 1 million additional illegal crossers
were apprehended in the first six month of
fiscal 2022.
These statistics do not include the “gotaways,” people who were observed making
an unlawful entry but were not apprehended.
There have been around 300,000 gotaways
so far in fiscal 2022.

Biden’s handling of the MPP is another
example of puzzling policy.
Four months after his Day 1 suspension
of new enrollments in that program, Biden
issued a memorandum terminating it. In
August 2021, a federal district court held in
Texas and Missouri v. Biden that the MPP termination did not comply with the provisions
in the Administrative Procedure Act (APA)
and that it was causing the administration to
violate the mandatory detention provisions
in INA section 1225.
The court issued a nationwide injunction
ordering the administration to: “enforce and
implement MPP in good faith …. until such a
time as the federal government has sufficient
detention capacity to detain all aliens subject
to mandatory detention under Section 1255
without releasing any aliens because of a lack
of detention resources.”
Biden wants to terminate MPP, but he has

not increased DHS detention capacity — in
fact, he intends to cut more than 25 percent
of the bed capacity at existing facilities,
according to his budget request for the next
fiscal year.
Why isn’t Biden complying with the detention requirement in the injunction so he
can terminate the MPP?
The latest puzzling decision occurred
earlier this month when Biden terminated the
Title 42 order that permits CBP to expel illegal crossers without the processing ordinarily
required by the immigration law provisions
in Title 8 of the U.S. Code. The termination,
however, will not be effective until May 23.
Susan Rice, Biden’s top domestic policy
adviser, and other senior officials have argued
Title 42 is needed to protect border communities from COVID-19, to avert mass releases
of migrant adults, and to lessen the political
pressure from high levels of border arrests.
Sen. John Cornyn (R-Texas) said on Twitter that, “Dropping Title 42 without other
changes in border policies will produce a
tsunami of migrants & drugs.”
DHS officials are preparing for the possibility of as many as 18,000 border apprehensions per day when the order is lifted.
Also, an increasing number of Democrats
in Congress say that termination of Title 42
should be paused.
According to Sen. Gary Peters (D-Mich.),
who chairs the Senate’s Homeland Security
Committee, Biden’s decision to end the border policy by May 23 “should be revisited
and perhaps delayed” until there’s a “wellthought-out plan” to end the rule.
DHS has released a fact sheet on its prepa-

rations for a potential increase in migration,
and DHS claims that it is not revealing all of
its preparations. I don’t know what the secret
preparations are, but I do know that Biden’s
border security measures have been grossly
inadequate so far.
The major provision in the fact sheet is
a new immigration process that will require
hiring and training many additional USCIS
asylum officers to adjudicate asylum claims.
But a senior administration official told reporters that the process isn’t expected to start
until late May or June, and that they do not
expect to put many migrants in the program
in the first months of its implementation.
The plan also calls for a dedicated docket
for families who are apprehended after making an illegal border crossing. This has been
tried before by two previous administrations
— with much smaller immigration court
backlogs — and it failed both times.
Possible explanation
In November 2021, the Wall Street Journal
described two separate camps in the White
House, and claimed that each is attempting to
pull the strings on immigration enforcement.
On the one side are Chief of Staff Ron
Klain, National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan, Senior Adviser Cedric Richmond, and
Susan Rice, the domestic policy adviser.
They advocate strategies to deter unlawful
crossings.
The other side includes many of the president’s campaign advisors, who “now occupy
several top immigration-policy jobs at the
White House, the Department of Homeland
Security and the State Department.” They
(See Rappaport, Page 18)

Are China’s COVID protests the start
of a new era for civic engagement?
By Steve Kelman
A decade ago the predominant
sentiment among China experts
in the U.S. was quite optimistic.
Everywhere there were signs of
more pluralism — particularly
in the form of a Chinese version
of crusading journalism and of
leaders such as Jiang Zemin, who
famously wore a cowboy hat and
a Revolutionary War tri-cornered
hat during trips to the U.S. When
Chinese intellectuals were asked
by Americans about democracy in
China, their reaction was generally,
“give us time — we want a system
like America’s, but can introduce it
only gradually.” The common view
among China experts was that as
China grew richer, it would grow
more democratic.
Even before the collapse in
U.S.-China relations the last few
years — and presaging the collapse
— the China experts did a mea culpa. China was growing richer, but
it wasn’t growing more democratic.
Indeed, China was increasingly
dominated by the hardline stance
of Xi Jinping, reducing the room
for domestic dissent. Chinese policy also grew increasingly harsh
towards Hong Kong, Xinjiang and

Taiwan. And the Chinese internet
became increasingly dominated
by strident young nationalist voices, often called (in China) “little
pinks,” attacking not only the U.S.
but also more moderate voices
inside the country.
But there have been some outbreaks in the last weeks of willingness to publicly criticize the
government. The first fascinating
development is the online discontent, and even some public demonstrations, against harsh and clunky
government policies in Shanghai to
enforce a COVID lockdown. The

policies have involved the forced
relocation of some people from
their apartments into COVID isolation centers and some separation of
parents and children. There is also
widespread anger over the unavailability of food to buy while people
are stuck at home. A Shanghai student friend tells me these criticisms
have popped up everywhere on the
Chinese internet, and the New York
Times has noted the same thing,
though many of the comments
have been deleted. We are seeing a
willingness to participate in public
life and criticize the government.

A second thing involves not
participation against the government but the government actually
encouraging somewhat independent participation itself. I recently
ran across an article in the Chinese
daily Global Times called “CPC
opens 1st online public opinion on
national congress.” As part of the
runup to the 20th party congress,
the Communist Party of China
(CPC) is inviting the public to enter online comments about issues
they would like to see discussed,
”marking the first time in the CPC’s
history that work related to national
congress has included publicly solicited opinions. …These opinions
expressed online will be collected,
analyzed and then provided as a
reference to the drafting of the
report of the congress, and some
of the common problems raised by
netizens will be dealt with immediately or assigned to responsible
departments for further research.”
In my view, we should neither
shout about this online forum from
the treetops nor just make fun (or
worse) of what I think, in fairness,
we should see as an advance in
Chinese governance. It is better
this is happening now — in the

past, it didn’t.
I don’t want to read too much
into either of these events. At best
they represent tiny buds of an independent civil society. But could it
be the case, as the optimists thought
a decade ago, that as China grows
richer, a larger number of people
will indeed value independent
thought and participation for themselves? This has certainly been the
pattern over many times and places
around the world.
What outsiders who hope for
a more pluralistic China should
watch very closely is whether people become increasingly willing to
take on the little pinks, question
extreme nationalism and seek to
participate in government with
more independence, and, even if
cautiously, to challenge it. I am not
holding my breath, nor am I saying
this can’t happen.
China’s citizens may all seem
eager to follow the party’s lead —
until they aren’t.
*****
Steve Kelman is the Weatherhead professor of Public Management at Harvard Kennedy School
and editor of the International
Public Management Journal.

process is filled with volunteers and
other organizations. However, the
program itself can be complicated.
Among those who can help:
—Veteran Service Organizations (VSOs) — These are groups
typically staffed by volunteers and
they handle everything from assistance with claims filing to medical
transportation services to home
loan help and death certificates.
—Legal representation and
accredited actors — These are typically lawyers recognized by the VA
as accredited agents who work on a
fee-for-service model.
—Private consulting agents —
These agents, similar to VSOs, can
help veterans start benefits claims,
typically working on a contingency
model, which means they do not get

paid unless the veteran receives a
benefit increase.
—Veterans themselves — Veterans can file their own claims, but
it can be a complicated system and
many do not have the resources or
tools (internet, computer access and
time) to make this feasible.
Congress is debating “reforms”
regarding who can assist veterans
with filing claims. A few bills introduced would prohibit “unaccredited
actors” from helping veterans with
claims. This effectively rules out
private consultants who currently
provide assistance to millions of
veterans.
Although the intent is to prevent potentially unscrupulous
individuals from taking advantage
of veterans, the proposed changes
would limit a veteran’s choices and
leave the claim initiation phase with
VSOs, accredited actors or veterans
themselves. While VSOs are filled
with well-meaning and qualified
individuals, many do not have the
labor force to handle the expected
inflow of claims. Predatory practices should be stopped, but not at
the expense of shutting down those
who act in good faith and successfully help veterans.
Perhaps a better solution might
be to expand the accreditation and
vetting system to increase certified
entities. Access to competent,

certified VSOs/NSOs varies by
state, which is another challenge.
For instance, in Virginia I had to
drive three hours to meet with a
VSO helping with my claim — ultimately a seven-year process until
resolution. Plains states such as
Montana are even larger and more
rural, posing serious challenges for
some veterans.
Vetting a larger claims assistance base would create a type of
privatized option in a public system
that has produced great outcomes in
the past. Many Americans exercise
the option to have a professional
accountant complete their taxes.
Private ambulances augment municipal ambulance service around
the country.
Well-intentioned reforms must
address veterans’ needs and protect
them from fraud, but still help to
resolve their claims in a fair, expeditious and compassionate manner.
Simply curtailing their options
seems counterproductive, especially with a wave of new claims
coming. Bottom line: Congress
must not limit claims assistance
for veterans.
*****
Don Loren is a former U.S.
assistant secretary of Veterans
Affairs, a former deputy assistant
secretary of Defense, and a retired
U.S. Navy rear admiral.

Congress must make it easy for veterans to file VA claims
By Don Loren
Taking care of America’s veterans is one of the nation’s greatest
responsibilities. The Department
of Veterans Affairs (VA) handles
three major functions: medical care,
benefits and burials/memorials. It’s
a massive agency with 360,000
employees, 6,000 buildings, 1,600
health care facilities, 144 medical
centers, and more than 1,200 outpatient sites.
The last two decades of war,
since 9/11, have produced the
greatest number of veterans since
the Vietnam era — at least 3.3
million — and many of them require care. The VA has made great
progress since a decade ago, when
veterans typically waited months
for medical appointments. Strong
support from Congress, strengthened budgets, improved processes
including electronic records, and
better coordination between the
VA and the Department of Defense
(DOD) have reduced a daunting
backlog of claims.
Yet, two years of COVID-related complications have slowed that
progress. As of last month, roughly
244,000 first-time claims for disability compensation and benefits
were considered to be backlogged,
meaning still in a “pending“ status
after 125 days. That will increase
with expected claims associated

with the Navy’s Vietnam-era “Blue
Water” herbicide (Agent Orange)
plus long-term effects of exposure
to toxic burn pits in Iraq and Afghanistan. The VA received $272
million in the American Rescue
Plan to address its claims and
appeals processing, but during the
pandemic 90 percent of staff at
the National Personnel Records
Center at the National Archives
and Records Administration, the
team that helps with processing
disability claims, were sent home,
slowing progress.
To regain momentum, the VA
should make things easier for veterans who file claims — not harder
through various proposed congressional reforms, however well-intentioned. The disabilities benefits
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It’s 5 o’clock somewhere: Johnny Depp and
the ‘Happy Hour’ of self-indulgent litigation

By Jonathan Turley
“Isn’t ‘happy hour’ anytime?”
Actor Johnny Depp’s question on
the witness stand this week may
prove the most telling line in the
trial involving his ex-wife Amber
Heard. Thus far, the trial appears
to show a couple consumed by
overindulgence and self-absorption. This case appears just another
indulgence — more recreational
than legal — for two celebrities
who seem to enjoy having their
hired legal hands take hatchets to
each other.
For the record, this is supposed
to be a defamation case. Depp must
show that Heard’s 2018 Washington
Post op-ed, alleging that she was a
victim of abuse, defamed him to the
tune of $50 million. He is arguing
that audio and video recordings,
along with the column, were all part
of a carefully crafted public persona
of Heard as a victim.
Heard’s column referred to
“domestic abuse,” and Depp is, at
a minimum, verbally abusive on
the videos. States such as California stress that “abuse in domestic
violence … can be verbal (spoken),
emotional, or psychological.”
With the evidence presented thus
far, a jury is unlikely to rely on
his often hazy recollection of the
relationship.
Yet that may not be the verdict
sought by either party. (Heard is
countersuing Depp for defamation
too.) Instead, they seem to be public
figures who want a public verdict
on their marriage.
Of course, this is not the first
couple to seek catharsis through
the courts. Moreover, the couple’s
exhibitionism is matched only by
the public’s voyeurism. The sad
fact is that many people secretly
enjoy seeing celebrities fall from
great heights.
Such people likely were not
disappointed, as defense counsel
showed Depp’s text messages longing to “drown her before we burn
her!!!” and then “f*** her burnt
corpse.” In one video, a drunken
Depp can be seen smashing glassware and cabinets as he poured
himself a “mega-pint of red wine.”
If Depp came across as the

Rappaport

(Continued from Page 17)
claim that deterrence does not
work. They want to overhaul the
immigration system to resolve
requests for asylum faster, give
asylum seekers the ability to apply
from their home countries, and
create more legal immigration
pathways.
Many White House aides have
left, frustrated by what they describe as repeated fights with the
president’s most senior advisers
over these issues.
The most recent battle reportedly has been over whether to
withdraw the Title 42 order.
Biden and his top aides have
hesitated on account of concern
that lifting the restriction will
invite even more migrants to the
southwest border. This has been
maddening to the immigration
advocates who came to the White
House to help Biden to dismantle
Trump’s policies.
According to Cecilia Muñoz,
who served as the top immigration
adviser to former President Barack
Obama, “Some advocates have
not grappled with the difference,
if any, between their position and
an open-borders position. And an
open-borders position is anathema
in the country.”
This situation has resulted in
Biden being pulled in different
directions by the people who are
supposed to be finding ways to
implement his policies. I think this
is why his immigration measures
are having serious unintended
consequences.
*****
Nolan Rappaport was detailed
to the House Judiciary Committee
as an Executive Branch Immigration Law Expert for three years.
He subsequently served as an
immigration counsel for the Subcommittee on Immigration, Border
Security and Claims for four years.
Prior to working on the Judiciary
Committee, he wrote decisions for
the Board of Immigration Appeals
for 20 years. Follow him at https://
nolanrappaport.blogspot.com

menacing lead in ”The Shining,”
however, Heard came across as
the manipulating lead in ”Mommie Dearest.” Depp insisted he
“assaulted cabinets” but never
assaulted Heard; he explained that
he had been the victim of abuse at
the hands of his mother, who was
often violent. Indeed, he offered a
strikingly Freudian defense that he
effectively married his mother and
found himself in the very relationship that he struggled to escape as
a child.
One audio recording had Heard
admitting that she did on occasion
assault Depp, including an unintelligible distinction between hitting,
punching and slapping him. Those
subtleties were lost, though, when
Depp showed graphic pictures of
how Heard allegedly severed the
top of his finger after throwing a

large vodka bottle at him.
Even the most embarrassing recordings may have created collateral damage for Heard. In the kitchen
scene, for example, Heard clearly
is hiding the camera as she seeks
to induce a drunk Depp to make
more shocking statements. When
he storms out, she follows him and
appears to smile in the midst of the
horrific scene.
The most damaging evidence
for Depp came at the end of the
week’s testimony: Depp is heard
on a recording threatening to cut
himself and trying to get Heard to
cut herself. It was perfectly timed
by Heard’s counsel: After playing
the breathtaking audiotape, the jury
was dismissed by the court. It was
like pulling a severed head from a
duffel bag and asking Depp, “Is this
yours?” With jurors breaking for a

long weekend, the tape was left to
echo in their minds, unrebutted, for
three days.
Yet even that disturbing tape
may have blowback for Heard. It
was recorded months after she filed
for divorce, and, on it, Depp sounds
entirely delusional. The jury could
view Heard as, once again, too eager to record herself offering caring
comments as Depp pursues another
self-destructive diatribe. If jurors
find such recordings to be staged,
it plays into Depp’s arguments that
he was a human wreck and Heard
was picking through the ruins. He
reinforced that narrative by testifying that Heard vehemently opposed
any prenuptial or a later postnuptial
agreement.
Depp’s counsel clearly is using
his conflicting, vulgar outbursts as
weirdly authentic. There certainly is

nothing rehearsed in his testimony;
if anything, it is largely incoherent.
On one hand, Depp texts of having
relations with Heard’s burnt corpse
while saying, on the other hand, that
“I never want to hurt and always
never wanted to hurt you.”
That brings us back to the purpose of this exercise in exhibitionism: It seems increasingly unlikely
that either will prevail. As Depp is
shown calling Heard an “idiot cow”
and “worthless hooker,” Heard
continues to display her recordings
showing Depp as a coke-snorting,
abuse-spewing maniac — and
we are not even through Depp’s
cross-examination yet.
This strategy of mutually assured destruction might well persuade jurors to unanimously declare
both parties to be equally abusive
partners in a marriage so toxic that
it could qualify as an Environmental Protection Agency Superfund
cleanup site.
But as experts question what the
couple hopes to achieve by trashing
each other, they ignore the possibility that that may be precisely what
they want to achieve.
Asked at one point what he
lost in his fight with Heard, Depp
responded, “Nothing less than
everything.” He’s right: Nothing
in this trial will get him back a
thing. However, it may cost Heard
a great deal. This remains a trial
that operates on only one principle,
as stated by the great jurist Captain
Jack Sparrow in ”Pirates of the
Caribbean”: “Take what you can.
Give nothing back.”
*****
Jonathan Turley is the Shapiro
Professor of Public Interest Law
at George Washington University.
Follow him on Twitter @JonathanTurley.
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A government big enough to give you everything you want, is strong enough to take everything you have. — Thomas Jefferson

Our Point of View

Biden’s tax
“dirty secret”

Guest editorial by The Horn News editorial team
President Joe Biden promised to level the playing
field and ensure everyone is paying their fair share
in taxes.
But several new reports show how he may not
be doing that himself when it comes to his own
taxes — and some critics are calling it Biden’s
“dirty secret.”
In fact, he’s using an old trick to manipulate his
income and duck paying his fair share — the same
gimmick he used during his years as a “private
citizen” from 2017 through 2020.
Biden, who liked to call himself “Middle Class
Joe” and the “one of the poorest men in Congress,”
reaped big money after leaving the vice presidency
in 2017.
The Washington Post said in 2019 that “since
leaving office he has enjoyed an explosion of
wealth, making millions of dollars largely from
book deals and speaking fees for as much as
$200,000 per speech.”
Now, the Federalist says he and his wife, Jill
Biden, set up two S corporations for income from
those books and speeches — and that income
reached stratospheric levels as he geared up for a
run for the White House.
“By characterizing most of their income as profits
from the corporations rather than wages, the Bidens
were able to avoid payroll taxes on more than $13
million worth of income,” the Federalist said in
reference to his pre-White House tax returns.
But now that he’s filed a tax return covering his
first year as president, the website said he’s still
using that trick, “writing off $61,995 in corporate
profits as exempt from payroll taxes.”
What’s more, the Federalist says Biden may have
even engaged in “potentially illegal tactics” by
paying himself a salary as part of his own corporation that’s too low to be considered “reasonable
compensation” under IRS guidelines.
Ironically, the Wall Street Journal has noted in
the past that Biden’s old boss, Barack Obama, tried
repeatedly as president to close that loophole.
Now, Biden is taking advantage of it… all while
talking up how he wants everyone to pay their fair
share.
“We have to rehire some IRS agents… not to
try to make people pay something they don’t owe
— just to say, ‘Hey, step up. Step up and pay like
everybody else does’,” Biden said last year at a
White House event. “Look, I really mean this. If
you look at my whole career — I come from the
corporate state of America — I just think it’s about
just paying your fair share for Lord’s sake.”
That seems to apply to everyone but him as he
continues to duck the tax obligations most other
Americans are expected to pay.
Last year, one GOP lawmaker even called him
out over it.
“Joe Biden wants to raise taxes by $2.1 trillion
while claiming the rich need to pay their ‘fair share.’
But in 2017, multi-millionaire Joe Biden skirted his
payroll taxes — the very taxes that fund Medicare
and Obamacare,” Rep. Jim Banks, R-Ind., told the
New York Post.
He said he asked for the Congressional Research
Service for a report on S corporation taxes to see
what Biden’s obligations should be.
“According to the criteria CRS provided to my
office, he owes the IRS and the American people
hundreds of thousands of dollars in back taxes,”
Banks said. “Every American should know about
Joe Biden’s tax hypocrisy.”
Now, it looks like he’s up to the same old tricks…
and the same media that routinely called out Donald
Trump for failing to provide his tax info is letting
Biden skate by unchallenged.

Justin Andersch needs to
get his priorities straight

By Perly Viasmensky
In a very recent public meeting, a man who was not
even part of the event had the audacity to call another
person a coward.
The exchange of words took place between Justin
Andersch, a wannabe candidate for Sheriff and Stan
Hyt, the candidate for Clark County Sheriff.
Mr. Andersch had the audacity to call Stan Hyt
not only a coward, but another very offensive word,
especially in a public forum.
Mr. Andersch questioned Mr. Hyt about the tragic
event of October 1, 2017 and asked if he was going to
open the investigation of the failed match of bullets
from victims with guns in the room of the hotel when
he becomes sheriff.
I wonder why Mr. Andersch never asked that
question to Mr. Lombardo, the acting Sheriff of Clark
County, to the FBI and the “elite” members of the
Homicide Unit.
They were the group supposedly running the investigation, especially when many of us in this city
believed and still do believe that there was more than
one shooter.
Many people need to understand the meaning of
a word before using it, because he or she might find

themselves referring to their own selves.
A coward, nowadays, is not somebody who backed
down from a fight. In today’s world cowards are prisoners of their own insecurities and their inferiority
complexes. A coward is just a dishonest person who
fears honesty.
There is a strong possibility that Justin Andersch has
an inferiority complex towards good, honest men and
fears that they’d call him out on his bull**it.
Shame, shame, shame on Justin Andersch.
*****
Kudos to Mountain View Hospital
My niece just had a major, major surgery at Mountain View Hospital. Contrary to the horrible service
that patients receive from all hospitals of themValley
Health Group, we want to thank the Administrator of
the hospital, Carl James; Neurosurgeon, Jason Garber,
and the team of nurses that took care of Kristy, for their
dedication and compassion at a time of great concern
to our family.
*****
Perly Viasmensky is the General Manager of the
Las Vegas Tribune. She writes a weekly column in this
newspaper. To contact Perly Viasmensky, email her at
pviasmensky@lasvegastribune.com.

By Maramis
There’s a lot being written lately
about Elon Musk taking over Twitter.
By the time I’m through writing this
column we might know more about
that situation. (Wouldn’t free speech
on Twitter really be cool? Imagine
being able to read anyone’s opinion
on anything?)
So apparently Elon Musk HAS
taken over Twitter by making an
offer of around 44 billion dollars and
it’s been accepted. Musk made this
comment Monday as if to verify his MaraMiS
magnificent deal: “Free speech is the bedrock of a
functioning democracy, and Twitter is the digital town
square where matters vital to the future of humanity
are debated.”
Jack Dorsey, Twitter’s co-founder, wanted it known
that he supported Elon Musk as the new owner of Twitter. In fact, during his first public comments since the
deal they made, Dorsey said that “Elon is the singular
solution I trust.” That says a lot for him.
Musk stated, following the above, that he also
wanted to make Twitter better than ever by enhancing

the product with new features, and
“making the algorithms open source
to increase trust, defeating the spam
bots, and authenticating all humans.
Twitter has tremendous potential —
I look forward to working with the
company and the community of users
to unlock it.”
It must feel darn good to the richest man in the world to do such an
amazing thing: it isn’t just something
that cost a lot of money; it isn’t just
something for his own amusement
CHouFaNi or satisfaction; and it isn’t something
that is just for the sole purpose of increasing his already
magnificent fortune. What he has done is for the stated
purpose of making Twitter more of a sounding board
for free speech across the whole world.
Twitter has had ground rules for determining what it
allows users to say on its service. Those rules included
bans on what Twitter determined to be misinformation
on both the subjects of COVID and the past election.
One of the people banned from using its services was
former President Donald Trump, based on the assump(See Maramis, Page 24)

By Joe Concha
2022 has not been good for Netflix, with 2 million
subscribers expected to ditch the once-mighty streaming service in the second quarter of this year alone,
according to company estimates.
On Wall Street, it’s been even uglier for Netflix. It
had already lost 42 percent off its high going into this
week, with another 35 percent lost in one day alone
on Wednesday ahead of earnings. We haven’t seen a
tanking like this for a company so beloved by investors
perhaps since Enron. The Wednesday daily share price
fall of 35 percent marks its biggest drop in almost a
decade, slashing $40 billion off its market cap alone.
So, what’s going on here? In 2021, Netflix won
more Emmys than any other network or platform (44
overall). But the competition continues to increase
courtesy of services with heavyweight companies
behind them in the form of Disney, HBO Max, Apple
TV, Amazon Video, NBC’s Peacock, Paramount, Hulu
and Sling, among many others. The market is suddenly
flooded with content.
Conditions on the ground are changing quickly as

well. Check out these headlines as COVID-19 sent the
country into lockdown two years ago.
“Netflix gets 16 million new sign-ups thanks to
lockdown” — BBC ”Netflix Traffic Hits All-Time
Highs Amid Coronavirus Pandemic” — Forbes
“2020 global streaming subscriptions top 1 billion
amid COVID” — Los Angeles Times
But in addition to oversaturation and too many
choices, people are getting out in droves as the
COVID-19 pandemic recedes. The major airlines are
announcing record-breaking ticket sales despite higher
prices due to fuel costs.
“The demand environment is the strongest it’s been
in my 30 years in the industry,” United Airlines CEO
Scott Kirby shared in a news release last week. “We’re
now seeing clear evidence that the second quarter will
be an historic inflection point for our business.”
More folks are going to restaurants, sporting events
and parties. Streaming services in 2020 and 2021 were
no longer seen as a luxury but as a necessity. Months
of lockdowns and limited options with sports being
(See Concha, Page 21)

ON A PERSONAL NOTE
Will we ever really have free speech? Is
Elon Musk making it happen on Twitter?

Wall St. slaughter hits a suddenly
mediocre Netflix as CNN+ perishes
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U.S. Sugar Policy stands as model
against economic surrender
By Gerard Scimeca
TownHall.com
Submitted by Chuck Muth
Economic upheaval currently
dominates the concerns of most
Americans, who more and more
are now staring at empty shelves
and having cold sweats over the
thought of filling up their gas tanks.
Inflation is at a 40-year high and
climbing with no end in sight as the
White House responds by setting a
new high in the ‘Index of Economic
Blame.’
If one silver lining has arisen
from this disaster it is the growing
consensus for securing America’s
supply chain through domestic
workers, resources, and production.
An effort is already underway in
Congress to help the U.S. regain
its formerly undisputed leadership
in semiconductors, recognizing that
dependence on foreign manufacturers threatens America’s economic
and national security. Lawmakers
are also calling for greater domestic
energy production, as the price of
oil has shot up over 70 percent in 12
months and looks to go even higher
with the destabilizing impact of the
Russian invasion of Ukraine.

CHUCK MUTH
These are important steps, and
underscore the lesson that price
stability and a secure supply chain
are the critical components of
long-term economic strength. This
is a call to avoid over-reliance on
foreign producers when there are
vibrant, competitive, and available
industries here at home
Astoundingly there are still
some calling for America to surrender a key component of our
food supply to foreign suppliers.
The debate over U.S. sugar policy
is not a new one, but has become a

flashpoint in trade policy for those
who would forsake American industry and thousands of its workers
for a temporary price advantage, in
essence trading a short-term gain
for long-term pain.
Currently some U.S. food manufacturers argue they are paying too
much for sugar due to U.S. policy
that limits the amount of imported
foreign sugar. Were it true that
foreign competitors could fairly
deliver raw and refined sugar at
a lower price on the open market
better than the thousands of U.S.
growers then there would be no issue to debate. But the food makers’
myths surrounding America’s sugar
policy are dangerously simplistic
and self-serving, and have absolutely no resemblance to fair and
open trade.
Sugar is, by far, the most corrupt
and distorted global food commodity, with the major sugar-producing nations such as India, China,
Brazil and others subsidizing their
domestic production to the tune
of billions of dollars a year, often
selling it below cost. Meanwhile
they erect high tariffs and sugar
import quotas as trade barriers to

their own domestic economy. Why
would America reward the predatory and illegal trade practices of
other nations who aim to torpedo
our domestic agriculture?
If America were to eliminate
our sensible and necessary import
quotas we would soon be drowning in a flood of cheap, subsidized
foreign sugar that would wipe U.S.
sugar growers off the map. Then,
with the competition eliminated,
foreign importers would naturally
increase the price, and consumers
would find themselves captive to
wild fluctuations in cost and supply
from this very unstable, corrupt,
and inefficient global market.

Sound familiar?
Europe tried this 15 years ago,
with the EU unilaterally disarming
its trade barriers to foreign nations’ dumping practices, only to
see their domestic sugar industry
decimated and then prices raised by
the sugar barbarians who had been
invited to raid their shores. Finding
themselves with wildly fluctuating
prices and unstable supply, Europe
has since scrambled to rebuild their
domestic sugar industry through
subsidies and quotas.
Even the feckless World Trade
Organization is ruling on illegal
sugar subsidies and announcing
(See Muth, Page 21)

MaCe YaMPolSKY
The free app provides information
on schedules, player appearances,
contests and other digital features
during the three-day event, Thursday through Saturday.
The Nashville area has more
than 53,000 hotel rooms. Las Vegas has around 150,000; or those
looking for an apples-to-oranges
comparison to a familiar Southern
Nevada event, consider the 2019
New Year’s Eve celebration in Las
Vegas. The Las Vegas Convention
and Visitors Authority estimated
attendance at that pre-COVID

celebration to be 328,000 with an
economic impact of $491.2 million.
That year’s celebration occurred on
a Tuesday night.
If Las Vegas draft attendees are
counted the way Nashville counted
its attendance, Las Vegas could
potentially host close to one million
people. Nashville has noted that 75
percent of its out-of-town visitors
attended multiple days of the draft
while 50 percent of its local residents were there more than one day.
Now, consider the 2020 CES
trade show, the last big pre-COVID
gathering of the consumer electronics industry. That four-day event
drew 171,000 people and produced
an estimated economic impact of
$294.1 million.
In either case, the economic
impact was far greater than what
Nashville produced as a draft host.
The LVCVA isn’t providing an
estimate on attendance or spending
this year since it has no historical
data on which to base a guess. It
does plan to do follow-ups once the
event is over.
Harry Reid International Airport
already was anticipating greater
midweek crowds with NFL draft

spectators coming in and National
Association of Broadcasters participants going out. The five-day NAB
trade show ends Wednesday.
An airport spokesman said that
general aviation terminals also are
expected to be busier than usual
with private jets flying in and out
of the airport. Airport officials will
be encouraging private planes to
fly into Henderson Executive Airport and North Las Vegas Airport
as alternatives. In the past, airport
officials have incentivized using the
other airports with less expensive
fuel costs.

None of that has stopped tourism leaders and industry analysts
from speculating about attendance
for draft activities.
“It’s going to be a historic weekend with tremendous economic
implications for Las Vegas, given
the level of visitation we’re expecting and prepared to welcome,”
Valentine said. “We are confident
Las Vegas’ tourism industry will
set a new standard in hosting NFL
events while breaking attendance
records.”
While some observers buy into
(See Mace, Page 22)

Las Vegas gears up for record turnout,
economic impact with NFL draft

By Mace Yampolsky
It’s draft time. I can’t wait. There
are tons of activities in Las Vegas
the weekend of April 28th. Vegas
does it right. Unfortunately, I will
be out of town. No one knows how
many people will be in town this
week when NFL draft festivities
begin Thursday. But it will be a lot
— almost certainly a record-breaking number — and the economic
impact is expected to shatter all
Las Vegas and NFL standards for a
special event.
“Las Vegas’ tourism industry
was built for signature special
events like this, and we are ready,”
said Virginia Valentine, president
and CEO of the Nevada Resort
Association.
Consider that Nashville, Tennessee, the host for the 2019 draft —
the last live draft event before the
COVID-19 pandemic shut things
down — drew an estimated 600,000
people and an estimated economic
impact of $223.9 million in direct
and indirect spending in that city.
That 600,000 attendance estimate was a total over three days
and was arrived at with the help
of NFL OnePass app check-ins.

Biden’s unforced error at the United Nations
By John Bolton
The Biden administration is committing
an unforced error at the United Nations (UN)
that risks reviving the long-simmering issue
of the veto power wielded by the Security
Council’s five permanent members. Russia’s
Feb. 25 veto of a draft resolution deploring
its invasion of Ukraine prompted a renewed
effort to delegitimize the “Perm Five” veto,
a controversial issue since the UN’s founding
in 1945.
Astonishment at Moscow’s veto and its
result emerged in headlines such as: “Russia’s
veto makes a mockery of the United Nations
Security Council.” To which, the proper response is: mockery of the Security Council?
Where have these people been the last 77
years? Have they forgotten the Council’s
near-total Cold War paralysis and irrelevancy,
the UN’s longest running failure?
During the Charter’s drafting, many
Americans and others objected to granting
Security Council vetoes to World War II’s
major victors. Eleanor Roosevelt, for example, said, “a good many people think that…
the veto power should be done away with
in order to insure a wider expression of the
majority point of view. For the time being,
however, that idea has been set aside.” Not
until 1970 did Washington cast its first veto.
The current effort to constrain the veto
is led by Liechtenstein (yes, you read that
correctly), with more than 50 co-sponsors on
a measure requiring the General Assembly,
within 10 days of a veto, “to hold a debate on
the situation as to which the veto was cast.”

Surprisingly, the Biden administration,
alone among the Perm Five, has joined this
misbegotten effort, on which the Assembly
will vote April 26. With due respect to the
good people of Liechtenstein, their government needs better international priorities.
Unwise and unnecessary, the proposed
resolution, following Mrs. Roosevelt’s logic,
reflects the long-standing urge to weaken and
ultimately eliminate the veto. Its proponents
apparently either don’t understand or don’t
care that, for the United States, an undiminished, unimpaired veto power is an absolute
prerequisite to continued participation in the
UN itself.
Consider carefully the Biden administra-

tion’s own dangerous arguments. Ambassador Linda Thomas-Greenfield criticized
Russia for its “shameful pattern of abusing
its veto privilege.”
But there never would have been a “Security Council” without the veto, which Joseph
Stalin demanded and Franklin Roosevelt
accepted. They would be amazed and amused
(Mrs. Roosevelt notwithstanding) to hear it
called a “privilege.” The Charter’s Article 27
expressly authorizes the veto, to which every original signatory and every subsequent
member agreed. In the UN context, the veto
is not a privilege, it is a right. Arguing that it
is merely a privilege implies it can be taken
away or should be relinquished. If that’s

President Biden’s view, he should initiate a
broad debate on the issue in Congress, which
would be especially informative during this
midterm election year.
Clearly, there is no acceptable excuse for
Russia’s conduct in Ukraine, but “shameful”
is in the beholder’s eye. As Elliott Abrams
has stressed, the overwhelming majority of
America’s recent vetoes have been to protect
Israel.
U.S. vetoes were often alone, with France
and the United Kingdom deeming America’s
position inappropriate or even a little shameful. Certainly, Russia and China weren’t
happy. Nonetheless. two of my happiest days
as UN ambassador were when I cast Security
Council vetoes against unjust anti-Israel resolutions. Limitations on the veto power will
never be imposed only on countries casting
“shameful” vetoes, but on all permanent
members. That is flatly unacceptable to the
United States.
Moreover, Liechtenstein’s resolution is
utterly unnecessary to achieve the supposed
“transparency” its proponents seek. Its immediate real-world impact will be trivial, hardly
worth the effort being expended to obtain
its passage, unless its cosponsors’ ulterior
motives are part of a larger delegitimization
effort. No one can say for certain how much
this resolution will undermine the veto
long-term, but for the U.S. to co-sponsor it
suggests either blindness or Biden administration complicity with the delegitimization
objective.
(See Bolton, Page 22)

April 27-May 3, 2022 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / Page 21

The paradoxical republic: The United States seeks
to limit central power while endorsing state power
By José Azel
“Democracy laboratories “ is the
expression coined by U.S. Supreme
Court Justice Louis Brandeis, who
served between 1916 and 1939.
The judge explained federalism as
the sharing of power between the
federal government and the governments of each State in a way that “a
State can, if its citizens so decide,
serve as a laboratory; and undertake
innovative social and economic
experiments without risking the rest
of the country.”
Federalism in the United States,
as designed by the Founding Fathers, is a hierarchical system
of government under which two
levels of government exercise a
specific range of control over the
same geographic area. The Tenth
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution provides that “all powers not
delegated to the United States by
the Constitution, nor prohibited by
it to the States, are reserved respectively to the States or to the people.”
It is understood that federalism
is a model of government characterized by a division of powers.
However, it is not well understood
that federalism organizes its two
major divisions of government -the
central government and that of the
states- using different theories of
power.
The central state, as emphasized

José Azel
in the Bill of Rights, is organized
around the values of the liberal
theory that citizens have inalienable
rights that no government can take
away from them. For their part,
states derive their power from a
different political theory emphasizing the welfare of the people ( salus
populi ). This principle expresses
that society is meticulously regulated by the government under the
theory that the welfare of the people
prevails over individual rights. This
is the American governmental paradox of freedom within compulsion.
As Americans, we learn to live
in this complex puzzle of individual freedoms within coercion. In
no other country has the central
government needed to fight more

fiercely for its legitimacy than in the
United States. This fight highlights
how our personal attitudes towards
freedom and coercion coexist in our
minds as a controversial paradox.
We are a Republic that seeks to
limit central power, but approves
state power.
The anti-government hostility of
the Founding Fathers was directed
almost exclusively towards the
central government, which they
saw as an external institution and
remote from the people. On the
other hand, the state governments
were equivalent to the population.
They were the people. Thus, in the
vision of the Founding Fathers,
state governments should have the
greatest influence on our daily lives.
Constitutionally, the federal
government was authorized to
assume only those responsibilities
expressly assigned; all the others
were left to the States. But the
history of American governments
shows a constant desire to expand
the power of the federal government far beyond constitutionally
imposed limits.
The Leviathan that is the federal government today arose from
the power acquired by the central
government during and after World
War II. Before that war, the states
accounted for 60 percent of all
government revenue in the U.S. The

massive tax system put in place by
the federal government during the
war turned the money power equation upside down. By the end of
the war, the portion of government
revenue controlled by the federal
government had increased to 70
percent of government revenue.
Today, the federal government
uses that financial power to enforce
uniformity on conventional local
issues like the maximum driving
speed or minimum drinking age. It
does so without considering that,
for example, Alaska and Florida are
very different states with different
needs, populations, and values. A
federal law that makes sense for
Florida might be absurd for Alaska.
Worse yet, the federal intrusion
into the field of state power is consummated by adopting the theory of
power reserved for the states. That
is, the federal government assumes

ON THE HOLMES FRONT

the political theory of the States that
the welfare of the people demands
that society be meticulously regulated by the government.
In the process we lose our laboratories of democracy and our
foundational liberal theory of power, where citizens have inalienable
rights that no government can take
away from them. We resolve the
paradox: we lose freedom, and we
are left only with coercion.
*****
José Azel left Cuba in 1961 as a
13 year-old political exile in what
has been dubbed Operation Pedro
Pan — the largest unaccompanied
child refugee movement in the history of the Western Hemisphere.
He is currently dedicated to the indepth analyses of Cuba’s economic,
social and political state, with a
keen interest in post-Castro-Cuba
strategies.

Kamala Harris is about to feel the Bern
By Frank Holmes
It seems Kamala Harris would do anything — and we mean anything — to be
president. But it looks like her lifelong ambitions will soon be dashed by an 80-year-old
white socialist.
Democrats may just feel the Bern again
in 2024.
Insiders have let it leak that Vermont
Sen. Bernie Sanders is keeping his options
open for a third run for president, two years
from now.
The revelation comes from a secret memo
that Sanders’ campaign sent to candidates
he’s endorsing in the midterms, telling them
how to deal with the controversy of being associated with the Brooklyn-born left-winger.
“In the event of an open 2024 Democratic
presidential primary, Sen. Sanders has not
ruled out another run for president, so we
advise that you answer any questions about
2024 with that in mind,” says the memo.
In other words, don’t say he’s not running… because he just might hit the campaign trail again next year.
The memo isn’t political guesswork: It
was written by Sanders’ 2020 campaign manager and current advisor, a political operative
named Faiz Shakir.
This comes as news, because in 2020
Sanders has said he thought the odds looked
“very, very slim” that he’d ever run for president again. “I think next time around you’re
going to see another candidate carrying the
progressive banner,” he added. Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez auditioned for that role
during the 2020 primaries, spending as much
time in her stump speeches talking about
herself as she did about Sanders.
But it looks like Sanders looked at his
likely Democratic primary challengers and
reconsidered his retirement.

Sanders’ campaign said all this depends on
Joe Biden, who recently told Barack Obama
that he plans to run for re-election in 2024…
but a lot could happen to an aging, unpopular
president between now and then.
If Biden drops out, LBJ-style, Vice
President Kamala Harris would bolt into
the front-runner position by default… but it
would be hard for her to stay there. The Biden
administration polls poorly — and Harris is
less popular than the president.
Voters hate almost everything the president has done over the last two years… and
her fingerprints are all over it. She insisted
the presidency be called the “Biden-Harris
administration.” She’s the point person for
the border crisis and a bunch of other fronts
where nothing is going right.
She’s seen a dozen employees quit,
with Harris’ chief of staff, Tiny Flournoy,
announcing this week that she’s quitting,
too. Former employees have said Harris is a
“bully” whose management style is “soul-destroying.”
And every time Harris speaks, her polls

slip further.
Meanwhile, Sanders remains incredibly
popular with Democrats. He came in second
in the 2016 primaries and almost certainly
would have won the 2020 race against Biden,
if party brass hadn’t orchestrated every other
candidate dropping out and endorsing Biden.
“Senator Sanders is the most popular
officeholder in the country,” said Sanders’
spokesman, Mike Casca. He might be exaggerating a little, but Democrats love the
democratic socialist. “Sen. Sanders is putting
forward an extremely popular vision for the
Democratic Party that will win back critical
support that we have lost. In fact, Bernie
wants to build power for the working class
and take on the corporate socialism that our
political system currently favors,” the memo
says.
Right now, Sanders doesn’t seem to have
taken any concrete steps to run for the highest
office in the country. And there are problems.
Sanders is actually a year older than Biden:
He’d be 83 years old in November 2024.
Biden may decide to follow through and

run for a second term… where he’ll keep
pushing Bernie’s agenda, and vice-versa.
“Sen. Sanders is focused on helping Joe
Biden have a successful presidency,” the
memo insists.
“As Chairman of the Senate Budget
Committee, no one fought harder for the
president’s policy agenda than Bernie,”
Shakir points out. “He traveled to Republican Congressional Districts last summer to
promote Build Back Better.”
But Sanders isn’t happy with Biden; neither are his followers — and they are itching
for a chance to take down Kamala Harris.
“If Biden does retire, and Sanders throws
his hat in the ring to challenge Kamala, expect
the admitted socialist to be loaded for bear
because he’s got a lot of grievances to air with
his party,” according to the conservative blog
RedState.com. “Also, his supporters are some
of the most rabidly faithful and vindictive
people you will ever come across, so they will
support him every step of the way.”
“Kamala likely would try and paint herself as the “sane” alternative to Sanders,”
just like Biden did in 2020… but she’s got
a track record of promoting trillion-dollar
spending, open borders, and every radical
bill that comes along.
“Assuming Harris could make it past
Sanders and the other potential contenders
after all the infighting, that will leave her politically bruised,” the website adds, “with the
hurt feelings on the Sanders side potentially
further complicating her already uphill battle
to ascend to the Oval Office throne.”
But could she even win in the first place?
We may find out next winter.
Frank Holmes is a veteran journalist and
an outspoken conservative that talks about
the news that was in his weekly article, “On
The Holmes Front.”

(Continued from Page 20)
violations of international trade agreements.
Despite the protests of the world’s biggest
sugar growers, India, China, Brazil, and Indonesia, trade violations are not an exception
but their entire business model.
Meanwhile the U.S. policy does not subsidize domestic sugar at all, but merely sets

import quotas to prevent illegal dumping
while offering interest-bearing loans to sugar
producers. The result is an affordable and
stable supply of sugar. Indexed to inflation,
sugar is actually cheaper today than it was in
the 1980s, so it is still an incredibly good deal
for consumers and food processors.
Manufacturers claim they are trying to

help the U.S. consumer by lowering their
costs, but as one exhaustive study showed,
cheaper sugar would only increase their profit
margins, with little to no savings passed on
to consumers. Until other nations agree to
eliminate their subsidies and trade barriers,
the current U.S. policy on sugar must stay in
place. It is good for our economy, good for

farmers, good for consumers, and plants a
flag in the policy debate that says America
is pushing back against economic surrender.
*****
Chuck Muth is president of CitizenOutreach.org and publisher of NevadaNewsandViews.com. He blogs at MuthsTruths.
com.

costs hits all-time highs, the luxuries in many
households get eliminated.
Netflix also has more limited content
options now that major studios such as
Warner Brothers and Paramount have their
own streaming services to provide content
to. Netflix looks increasingly desperate
to find the next big show that everyone is
talking about, the next ”House of Cards”
or ”Ozark” or ”The Crown.” Recently, the

company signed David Benioff and D.B.
Weiss of ”Game of Thrones” fame to a $200
million contract. This comes after the pair had
already signed with Disney to produce (yet
another) “Star Wars” trilogy, so it’s unclear
how much time Benioff and Weiss will have
given that mammoth lift with Disney.
The swift death of CNN+ also showed
that pouring big money into a product doesn’t
guarantee results. That offering launched
on March 30. New CNN management announced its will be shut down for good on
April 30. Total cost: somewhere in the $400
million to $500 million range. For some
strange reason, consumers didn’t see a need
to pay to watch those on a network relatively
few are watching for free.
Netflix and CNN+ had a no good, horrible,
very bad week. Streaming once looked to be
a sure bet. Now the pool is overflowing while
content continues to be less and less enticing.
Can the industry survive? Of course. But
not without more casualties along the way.
Every industry has a correction phase.
We’re witnessing it on the streaming front.
Joe Concha is a media and politics columnist.
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canceled or weird to watch (thanks to those
fake fans in the stands) made binge-watching
almost a necessity for sanity. Netflix stock,
once at $265 a share in 2018, roared to more
than $600 near the close of 2021. It’s now
given almost all those gains back in the first
four months of 2022.
The company now says it is looking into
placing ads on the platform for the first time,
after swearing it would never do so when selling it at its inception. Netflix also increased
subscription fees earlier this year.
The latter may also be fueling the exodus
more than the company anticipated. Inflation
is at a 40-year high. The Biden administration
continues to signal to the public that it has no
answers for it, except to spend trillions more
while blaming inflation on Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine and COVID-19.
“Let’s be absolutely clear about why prices are high right now: COVID and Vladimir
Putin,” President Biden tweeted recently.
But folks on the ground, particularly
those in the lower and middle classes, know
these aren’t the reasons their budgets are
squeezed. Or maybe they don’t care why

it’s happening. Either way, the luxury that
became a necessity in streaming has become
a luxury again. And perhaps more than a few
people are saying to themselves, “Maybe I
don’t need seven streaming services anymore.” It’s about making choices when living
paycheck to paycheck, and when gas prices
are above $4 on average when the price was
$2.30 entering the pandemic and when the
cost of everything from food to home heating

No War With China
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By Llewellyn H. Rockwell, Jr.
It’s not enough that brain-dead Biden and
the neocon gang that controls him want to
start a nuclear war with Russia. They also
want to start a war with China too.
Thierry Meyssan pointed out in an article last September: “The announcement of
the Australian-British-US (A-UK-US) pact
was like an earthquake in the Indo-Pacific
region. There is no doubt that Washington is
preparing for a long-term military confrontation with China. Until now, the Western
deployment to contain China politically and
militarily has involved the United States and
the United Kingdom as well as France and
Germany. Today, the Europeans are left out.
And tomorrow the area will be controlled by
the Quad+ (US and UK, plus Australia, India
and Japan). Washington is preparing a war in
one or two decades...
China and Russia, the main enemies
designated by the Anglo-Saxons, have not
yet reacted. Unlike the West, they never
communicate about their intentions, but only
about the decisions they have already taken
and implemented. Speaking for itself, China
has expressed indignation at the Anglo-Saxon
mentality of forming the broadest and most
powerful alliances possible without regard
to the intricacies of each player. This is not
a communication trick: the Chinese consider
everyone as an equal with their own particularities. . .
Everyone knows that the Pacific islets
claimed by China will not be the object of a
future war. This is because none of the other
countries claiming them want this and history
has proven Beijing’s claims right. It is quite
different for Taiwan.
We remember that Mao Tse-tung achieved
the unity of China by defeating one after the
other all the warlords who had divided its
territory. He also recaptured Tibet, which
had seceded and allied itself with Chiang
Kai-shek and the West. But he failed with
Formosa where Chiang settled. His regime
evolved. It went from a ruthless dictatorship
to a certain democracy, Taiwan.
The AUKUS Pact seems to be designed
to come to Taiwan’s aid if China tried to take
it back by force. General Sir James Hockenhull, commander of Her Majesty’s Military
Intelligence, confirmed that British armies
were recruiting Asian agents. The former
Prime Minister, Theresa May, has thrown in
the towel by asking the Commons whether
or not the pact would go to war if China tried
to reclaim Taiwan.
The G7 summit in Carbis Bay in June had
seen Japan impose its unwavering support on

Taiwan. But it was during this summit that
Joe Biden, Scott Morrison and Boris Johnson
sealed the principle of their pact behind the
scenes.”
Some people fear that the government
may provoke a war with China in order to
distract attention from the runaway inflation
of the US economy. US government propaganda has spread false claims about predatory
Chinese trade practices to get the American
people ready for hostile action toward China.
As David Stockman has observed, “Indeed,
the entire intellectual property theft meme
is just a scam under which the business
lobbies have enlisted the FBI and other law
enforcement branches to function as taxpayer-financed patent attorneys and litigants.
But that’s not the state’s job at all: Enforcement of intellectual property rights is a
cost of doing business that should be borne
by patent owners; and not, again, by the
proverbial bus driver shopping at Walmart’s
and finding the cost of his tariffed necessities
rising because some company in China is
allegedly stealing trade secrets. Of course,
the ultimate case of Trade Nannyism is the
perennial whining by the K-Street lobbies
that nefarious trade abusers like China ‘subsidize’ their exports.
Why, yes, they surely do… send foreign
aid to American consumers, that is!
To the contrary, if you want to level the
playing field for American producers and
manufacturers, instruct the Fed to stop its
inflationary policies, and, in fact, to get out
of the way entirely so that the domestic economy can deflate its high prices, wages and
costs and thereby become more competitive
on the global markets.’’ China, the warhawks
claim, hurts our American economy by selling us goods at low prices and investing in
our businesses. We should welcome “harm”
like this, which benefits American consum-

ers, rather than aim to destroy the source of
our good fortune.
Provoking war with China is an incredibly
dangerous policy. Eric S. Margolis, an experienced foreign policy expert, has noted: “But
in a US-China war, the Chinese would be
fighting almost at home. The US would have
to sustain a major conflict many thousands
of miles from its home ports. America is the
world’s genius when it comes to logistics and
mass operations, but even so great distances
are punishing. It would prove a bridge too
far.” The U.S. would be the aggressor in a war
with China. The South China Sea belongs to
them, not to us, yet we send our ships there
and insist we have a right to control what
happens there. Also, a great deal of China’s
industry and agriculture is privately owned,
so an attack on China would be an attack on
private property. Both the neocons and the
nationalist “Right” want war with China.
We should aim at peace instead, as Murray
Rothbard and Ron Paul have taught us.
Let’s listen to the great Dr. Ron Paul,
an authentic American hero, who wrote
last October: “President Biden’s townhall
meeting this past week was a disaster. From
his bizarre poses to the incoherent answers,
it seemed to confirm America’s worst fears
about a president we are told was elected by
the most voters ever. Though he didn’t bother
campaigning, we are to believe he somehow
motivated the most voters in history to pull
the lever in his favor. Or mail in a ballot in
his favor. Or something.
After the townhall, the Wall Street Journal
was early among mainstream media publications to observe that the emperor has no
clothes. In an editorial titled ‘The Confusing
Mr. Biden,’ the paper wrote, ‘Even with a
friendly audience and softball questions,
Mr. Biden’s performance revealed why so
many Americans are losing confidence in

his Presidency’
The Journal focused on one of the most
shocking and disturbing revelations from
the carefully crafted event: asked by CNN’s
Anderson Cooper if the United States would
come to the defense of Taiwan should it
come under attack by the Chinese mainland,
he replied, ‘Yes, we have a commitment to
do that.’
Anderson threw him another softball in
hopes he might correct this dangerous misstatement, but Biden was not nimble enough
to see his gaffe. He doubled down.
It was left to the ‘Chemical Al’ of this
Administration, White House Spokesman
Jen Psaki, to ‘clarify’ that when the President
signaled a major shift in US policy — a shift
that could well lead to nuclear war with China
— he was just kidding. Or something.
Said Psaki the next day: ‘Well, there has
been no shift. The President was not announcing any change in our policy nor has he made
a decision to change our policy. There is no
change in our policy.’
In other words: ‘Pay no attention to the
man who pretends to be the Commander
in Chief of the Armed Forces of the United
States’
But this is not George W. Bush, who was
elected in 2000 with zero experience in foreign policy. This is not Trump, who was so
hapless that he campaigned on a
policy of peace while hiring John Bolton
to carry out that policy.
No, Biden has twice been Chairman of
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee.
Foreign policy has always been considered
his one area of competence. Surely the Biden
of even the Obama Administration would
have understood the potentially catastrophic
implications of his statement.
Strategic ambiguity has been US policy
toward Taiwan/China for decades, but the
new Biden China policy could be re-named
‘strategic incoherence.’
The policy of ‘strategic ambiguity’ is foolish enough — who cares who rules Taiwan?
— but advancing the idea that the United
States is willing to launch a nuclear war with
China over who governs Taiwan is a whole
other level of America-last foolishness.”
*****
Llewellyn H. Rockwell, Jr. is the former
editorial assistant to Ludwig von Mises and
congressional chief of staff to Ron Paul, is
founder and chairman of the Mises Institute,
executor for the estate of Murray N. Rothbard, and editor of LewRockwell.com. He is
the author of Against the State and Against
the Left. Follow him on Facebook and Twitter.

(Continued from Page 20)
It’s not as though vetoes are cast in
secrecy. Every veto in UN history, like all
formal Council actions, has been made in
open, formal Council sessions, open to print
and electronic press and the public. Almost
all Council members make statements explaining their votes, particularly vetoes, for
anyone interested. The Charter (in Article 31)
specifically provides that any UN member

“may participate… in the discussion of any
question brought before the Security Council
whenever the latter considers that the interests of that Member are specially affected.”
I cannot recall any instance where the
Council has denied a member’s request to
speak. The Charter also provides (in Article
24) that the Council “shall submit annual and,
when necessary, special reports to the General
Assembly for its consideration.” What more

is needed?
If anything, the Security Council is now so
transparent that its frequently feckless actions
are already in plain view. The Biden administration may stand behind Liechtenstein’s
proposal, but other nations should understand
that this is merely a fit of absence of mind,
not a permanent change in American support
for the veto power.
*****

John Bolton was national security adviser
to President Trump from 2018 to 2019, U.S.
ambassador to the United Nations from 2005
to 2006 and held senior State Department
posts in 2001-2005 and 1985-1989. His
most recent book is ”The Room Where It
Happened“ (2020). He is the founder of
John Bolton Super PAC, a political action
committee supporting candidates who believe
in a strong U.S. foreign policy.
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the idea that the draft would be
comparable to three straight nights
of New Years’ Eve-like celebrations, others aren’t as sure.
“While more than two years
in the making, the NFL draft is
one of the iconic sports events
each year that prior to the pandemic drew over 600,000 fans to
Nashville,” said industry analyst
Brendan Bussmann, founder of
Las Vegas-based B Global. “This
is Las Vegas and we always like to
exceed the expectation so I think it
is reasonable to have this be on par
with other large events like New
Year’s Eve.
“It further cements Las Vegas as
the sports and entertainment capital
of the world,” Bussmann said. “It’s
one of the few places that can host
an event of this magnitude along
with exceptional hospitality. It also
continues to show the growth of
the destination as we continue to
look at hosting these one-of-a-kind
events.”
Amanda Belarmino, an assistant
professor at UNLV’s William F.
Harrah College of Hospitality, isn’t
as confident that evenings of draft
activities will match New Year’s
Eve levels.
Setting bar for Super Bowl
“While there will be spectators,
we may not see the same kind of
audience we do for New Year’s
because it is less likely that people
will be able to take off from work;
however, the room rates indicate
there is a high demand,” Belarmino
said. “The interest this garners will
set the bar for when we host the
Super Bowl and might help attract
other professional sports teams.”
Demand does seem high at hotels this week, with room rates well

exceeding the April 2021 average
daily room rate, which, according
to the LVCVA, was $109.36 a
night. On the Strip, the average
was $113.77, and in downtown Las
Vegas, $86.03 a night.
Based on a survey of hotel
room rates listed on hotels.com for
149 motel and hotel properties on
Thursday, the average rate for a
three-night stay Thursday through
Saturday was $244.77 per night —
which was below the posted rates in
a similar survey conducted April 6.
Those rates also are less than what
properties were asking during two
weekends of concerts by Korean
K-pop performers BTS and rates for
this week’s National Association of
Broadcasters trade show.
Four properties were offering
rooms during the draft for under
$100 a night — Circus Circus and
Arizona Charlie’s Boulder Highway ($88), Railroad Pass, between
Henderson and Boulder City ($98),
and Silver Sevens ($99).
On the upper end, the Skylofts at
MGM Grand were offered at $1,567
a night and the Aria Sky Suites were
going for $1,525 a night.
Hotels.com indicated 17 of its
listed properties were already sold
out.
Analysts concur that the draft’s
presence in Southern Nevada will
solidify the city’s relationship with
the NFL and some of the events associated with the draft — think the
“floating” stage on the lake in front
of Bellagio where draftees will be
introduced to the media — will be
must-see TV that will bolster future
decisions for tourists considering a
trip to Las Vegas.
Driving business to city
Josh Swissman, founding partner of Las Vegas-based Strategy

Organization, is pumped about the
promising potential of the draft.
“I’m psyched about anything
that drives business to the city, and
the draft is certainly one of those
events,” he said. “I’m psyched
about anything that drives professional sports’ presence in the valley
as well, and this certainly does that.
Just generally, it’s a cool event.”
Swissman acknowledged that
it’s the kind of event that when
compared to “the Super Bowl or
anything else like that, flies under
the radar a little bit.”
“But when you look at the draft
and everything that it represents in
the cities it has been in in the past,
it’s a big tourism driver and visitation tied to it is tremendous,” he
said. “The draft just further cements
Las Vegas’ position in the nation as
a professional sports destination.”
The Nashville draft was viewed
by that city’s convention and visitors bureau as the most successful
multiple-day event in its history
with 47.5 million people from
115 countries watching events on
broadcasts and on livestreams as
the riverfront of the Cumberland
River became the focus of all things
NFL. The same, and probably more,
are expected to tune in for the Las
Vegas version.
“You can sense the intense
excitement and interest from fans
and those who want to be able to
say they were here for the draft due
to the unparalleled experience of
having a free NFL event in the heart
of the Las Vegas Strip,” Valentine
said. “The fact that the NFL fan
events are free will draw more people and further benefit our economy
as visitors spend those dollars not
used for tickets on other Las Vegas
attractions and experiences such as

dining, entertainment, nightlife and
shopping. What an incredible way
to showcase our community and the
world-class resorts, entertainment
and attractions found only in Las
Vegas.”
Only positives
“There are only positives with
hosting an event such as the NFL
draft as it will have spillover effects
for both the business and leisure
customer to enjoy the destination
long into the future,” Bussmann
added. “This is as much about the
now as it is for down the road as we
continue to recover and build upon
our previous success.”
With some Las Vegas entertainment onstage for the three nights of
the draft, the excitement of the city
is expected to shine through.
“The biggest benefit to the
city will be that an amazing draft
announces to the world that, once
again, Las Vegas is the most exciting city on the planet,” Belarmino
said.
Swissman feels for the city that
will host the draft next year.
“This is what our city’s built
for,” he said. “If you look at what
we’ve done historically, anytime
we’ve done some of these big
events, Vegas knocks it out of the
park compared to other previous
destinations. I feel for the destination that has to host the draft next
year. They’ll have a tough act to
follow.”
For those keeping score, that’s
Kansas City, Missouri, on April
27-29, 2023.
The draft downtown
While most of the action for the
NFL draft Thursday through Saturday will be on the Strip at Las Vegas
Boulevard and Flamingo Road,
downtown Las Vegas is trying to

lure some fans away from the big
crowds.
“Downtown Las Vegas stands
ready to welcome with open arms
all NFL draft watchers,” Las Vegas
Mayor Carolyn Goodman declared.
“After your team picks its next star,
it’s time for you to be a VIP when
you experience all our city has to
offer.”
The Downtown Vegas Alliance
is promoting:
—Draft watch parties in Circa’s Stadium Swim pools and its
three-story sportsbook.
—The Downtown Grand is planning a free watch party at its Citrus
Grand Pool Deck.
—The Golden Nugget will have
a nightly “Get Your Draft On” party
Thursday through Saturday at the
Troy Liquor Bar with no cover
charge.
—The Mob Museum will offer
a $5 discount off general admission
on Thursday for all those wearing
an NFL jersey.
—The Fremont Street Experience will have an NFL-themed
production show, “Grid Iron Girls,”
at 2 p.m. Thursday and Friday
and noon Saturday with a series
of concerts all days on all stages
through 3 a.m.
—Art Houz Theaters will screen
the NFL draft live on its luxury
theater screens for $10 each with
a $50 food and beverage minimum
per person. I will CYA there.
*****
For more information regarding
Nevada laws, or if you feel your
rights have been violated, please
call Mace Yampolsky & Associates.
Call or text us at (702) 385-9777.
We are available 24/7 for emergencies. If you need help, CALL NOW
before it is too late. We can help!

Save the gentle creatures
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By Barbara Simpson
Some of my most wonderful memories
of childhood are of the times my parents
took me to the Bronx Zoo in New York. I
was only 3 or 4 years old, but having the
opportunity to see magnificent wild animals
up close made an impression on me that I’ve
never forgotten.
We continued those visits until we finally
moved out of the city, but my love of animals
— wild and domestic — continues to this day.
Seeing African wildlife in a zoo is one
thing, but seeing them in their native environment sears the soul. I’ve been fortunate
in my life to have had that opportunity, and
it’s something I will never forget.
Yes — lions on the savannah. Being able
to be so close to cheetahs I could hear them
“purr” — it sounds like a low rumble! I’ll
never forget seeing several giraffe running
across a field ahead of a storm with their long
necks swaying gracefully in the wind. And
elephants — seeing these huge yet gentle
creatures up close is something never to be
forgotten. I looked at one and he stared back
— I still wonder what thoughts were going
through his head.
I know, some will call me silly, but I don’t
care. I have a love of these wild creatures and
want them protected. Not only for me and
my children, but for all children of future
generations. They are a treasure in and of
themselves.
That’s why when I read last week that the
Biden administration has given an OK for
the importation into this country of elephant
trophies I was (and remain) furious. This
from a man who campaigned for the presidency saying he would limit hunting imports
because he has “environmental priorities.”
But now that has changed. The administration has agreed with the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service in allowing the importation
into the U.S. of six elephant trophies from
Zimbabwe.
This will be the first time in five years that
any such an importation will take place. In
fact, it reverses an agency-wide hold on elephant trophy imports put in place during the

Trump administration, in 2017. That meant
there was NO importation of any elephant
parts — tusks, tails, feet or ears. Nothing.
Thank you, Donald Trump.
But hunters weren’t pleased with that. The
Dallas Safari Club, along with the environment and tourism ministry of Namibia, sued
the Trump administration. Fish and Wildlife
agreed to a settlement that allows the processing of permits of 11 named hunters plus
73 other outstanding permits!
Environmentalists and conservationists
are furious that the Biden administration has
not protested the settlement and, in fact, has
not put more protections in the Endangered
Species Act.
Elephants are the world’s largest land
mammal. They are intelligent, sensitive and
critical for the ecosystem. Their digging
with their tusks create watering holes for
other species.
They are family-oriented, sharing joys
as well as grief when one of their own dies.
Their main threat comes from poachers, who
hunt them down and kill them for their ivory
and body parts. There are taxidermy auctions of animal trophies. One such, in Iowa,
involved the sale of trophies of more than
550 mammals, including species threatened
with extinction.
It should be noted that the population of
African elephants declined 60 percent over

the past 50 years. As for the giraffe population, it has dropped more than 40 percent over
the last 30 years.
In fact, last year, the Humane Society of
the U.S. and other agencies criticized the Fish
and Wildlife Service for allowing imports of
African lion trophies from Zimbabwe.
You may recall in 2015, a popular lion
named Cecil in Hwange National Park in
Zimbabwe, was killed by an American trophy
hunter. The magnificent and friendly lion,
wearing a GPS tracking collar, was lured
out the park with an elephant carcass and
was shot with a bow and arrow. The hunters
tracked him down, found him injured and
killed him with another arrow.
The death created an international furor
— not only for the horror of the killing itself
but as reaction against trophy hunting overall.
Keep in mind, there are only abut 20,000
mature lions left in the wild!
A sad note to Cecil’s death in 2015 is the
fact that almost exactly two years after his
death, his son Xanda was killed by a trophy
hunter.
According to the Humane Society of the
U.S., a number of countries since then have
banned the import of lion trophies, but the
U.S. is not one of them. In fact, the Human
Society reports that the United States is the
No. 1 importer of hunting trophies in the
world!

African lions are listed on the U.S. Endangered Species Act, prohibiting the import
of lion trophies. But — and it’s a big “but”
— a loophole allows imports when it would
“enhance the survival of the species.” How
they define that, I have no idea.
It should be noted that more than 42 airlines restrict some or all wildlife trophies to
be carried on their flights. Between 2015 and
2016, France banned the import of African
lion trophies, and The Netherlands banned
the import of trophies of over 200 species,
including lions, elephants and polar bears.
In 2021, the United Kingdom announced
plans to ban trophy imports of over 7,000
species, including lions, elephants and giraffes.
In Colombia, courts have ruled that as
of 2020, trophy hunting is unconstitutional
and as of 2021, all trophy imports, including
lions, are banned.
The poachers, who want the carcasses
and the ivory, are organized and rich. It’s an
industry worth more than $20 billion a year,
putting it fourth behind drugs, weapons and
human trafficking as a worldwide criminal
activity.
They are fought on the ground by several
organizations, including the International
Anti-Poaching Foundation. Organized by
Damien Mander, a former Australian Special Forces sniper, it trains rangers, men
and women, whose job it is to protect the
animals and stop the poachers — preferably
to arrest them. It’s a dirty business but one
that’s needed.
The basic problem is the continued demand for trophies by people worldwide,
with more money than brains. How to stop
the demand is a challenge for politicians who
need to support laws to keeps such things
OUT of their country.
Joe Biden, are you listening?
*****
Barbara Simpson, “The Babe in the
Bunker,” as she’s known to her radio talkshow audience, has a 20-year radio, TV and
newspaper career in the Bay Area and Los
Angeles.

a donor, once identified, has misrepresented
their personal information. For example, in
Georgia, a couple sued a sperm bank after
learning that the sperm donor had misrepresented his level of education and failed
to disclose his diagnosis of schizophrenia,
a heritable mental health condition, or his
prior arrest. As more donor-conceived people discover their origins, there is a growing
movement to recognize their interests in a
process that has not focused on their needs
and interests.
Although the federal government has not
gone beyond minimal regulation, such as
requiring that donor gametes be tested for

various sexually-transmitted diseases, states
are free to regulate here as they see fit, consistent with the commerce clause and other
state and federal constitutional guarantees.
Indeed, states are beginning to take action
in this area relying on their authority to do
so as part of their police powers and because
of their interest in protecting children. While
the Supreme Court has protected the right
to procreate, it has not protected the right to
procreate with the person of one’s choice, as
some courts have noted. In fact, states have
criminal sanctions against such violence.
Moreover, the government is already active
in the donor conception area, providing different rules for children born through donor
conception (such as Colorado has done for
parentage) than for children born through
other means.
States have a rational, if not even compelling interest, in regulating the commercial
industry of gamete and embryo banks to
protect the well-being of donor-conceived
children, recipient parents and donors. And
they are beginning to legislate in ways that
protect those interests, including ensuring
that donor-conceived people and their parents receive important information about
the medical, criminal and history of donors.
Some states, such as California and New
York, impose requirements on sperm banks
while other states, such as New York and
(See Cahn and Sutter, Page 23)

Generations later, the rights of donorconceived people are becoming law
By Naomi Cahn and Sonia Suter
Colorado Senate president Steve Fenberg
has just introduced groundbreaking legislation on the rights of donor conception. Although focused on Colorado, that legislation
could affect the multi-billion-dollar fertility
industry and the tens of thousands of children
born each year from donor conception.
The Colorado legislation goes beyond
what any other state has done. It provides
that, once they turn 18, donor-conceived
people can learn the identity of their donor.
In addition, it sets limits on the number of
families who create children through any
particular donor and requires the creation and
availability of materials that provide guidance for donor-conceived people, recipients
and donors throughout the process, including
disclosure to donor-conceived children.
In considering such legislation, Colorado
has stepped into a vacuum. At the national
level, there’s an absence of clear rules and
laws regulating assisted reproductive technology. The federal government requires only
that donated sperm and eggs be treated like
other human tissue and tested for communicable diseases — infectious conditions that
spread through viruses, bacteria and other
means — but not genetic diseases. There are
also no federal requirements that sperm banks
obtain and verify information about a donor’s
medical history, educational background or
criminal record.

Because the federal government does
not track assisted insemination by donor,
the number of donor-conceived people is
unknown, although there is somewhat better
data on children born through egg and embryo donation.
Yet technology is showing the cracks
in this system of non-regulation. DNA
tests, including direct-to-consumer kits like
23andMe, are rendering donor anonymity
increasingly difficult to maintain. Novelist
Dani Shapiro found out, via genetic testing,
that she was donor-conceived at age 54 and,
through the internet, found her donor. Internet
searches also make it easier to see whether

Saved by the Easter Bunny: Joe Biden
questions are increasingly unproductive
By Jeffrey M. McCall
The Easter Bunny confirmed
what most of the nation already
knew — nobody should ask questions of President Biden. At the
recent White House Easter Egg
Roll, the Bunny whisked Biden
away when a journalist asked an
impromptu question.
When the Easter Bunny has to
be enlisted to run presidential interference, the game is clearly over.
The White House’s walk-back
machine was in overdrive last
month when Biden visited Europe.
In the span of just a few hours, administration handlers were walking
back the president’s remarks about
chemical weapons, a misguided
statement about where the 82nd
Airborne might be deployed, and
possible regime change for Russia.
With a shooting war in eastern
Europe, rhetorical missteps are not
excusable gaffes, but potentially
history-changing blunders.
It happened again after Biden’s
brief Ukraine armaments speech

Thursday. Immediately after the
president’s formal remarks, reporters began shouting questions. Biden
agreed to take “just one or two
questions” because he said he had a
plane to catch, as though Air Force
One might take off without him. He
eventually answered four questions,
one literally as he was exiting the
room, but the answers were generally unhelpful. In fact, the White
House had to issue a statement of
clarification moments later because
the President had uttered confusing

remarks about Title 42 and the Justice Department’s appeal of mask
mandates for public travel.
Journalists on the White House
beat are programmed to challenge
every president with tough questions at every opportunity. After
all, reporters serve as surrogates for
the public, and average Americans
don’t have the access to make such
inquiries. Reporters shout questions
at the president every time he is
within earshot, at journalist “pool
sprays,” after scripted remarks,

and as he departs or arrives at the
White House.
That practice of lobbing questions is becoming more unproductive, confusing and sad than
ever — particularly when there’s
an answer.
No American — on the ideological right or left — should take
any satisfaction from this state of
affairs. The stark reality — based
on White House press office actions
— seems to be that nobody can
put much stock in what Biden says
in unscripted moments. It’s even
money at this point that anything
he says off-script will be undone
or “clarified” later by White House
spinners.
Biden’s oratorical deficiencies
aren’t exactly new. Even while
running what amounted to a stealth
campaign in 2020, he surfaced in
public enough to ask a reporter
if he was a junkie and to suggest
to another interviewer “you ain’t
black” if he didn’t vote for Biden.
He also called a citizen questioner

a “lying dog-faced pony soldier.”
One might argue Biden’s just
being Biden, but the “clarifications”
have come so thick and fast, at
this point it seems fair to ask what
good can come from having Biden
answer journalists’ questions at all.
The White House has tried its
best to shelter the president, severely limiting access to him in one-onone interviews and pressers. Press
Secretary Jen Psaki tried to bluff
CNN+ reporter Chris Wallace about
how accessible Biden has been, but
Wallace pushed back fairly with
evidence to the contrary, and Psaki
came off as “Baghdad Bob.” White
House handlers have tried to create
a mirage, but the losing effort has
run its course.
*****
Jeffrey M. McCall is a media
critic and professor of communication at DePauw University. He has
worked as a radio news director, a
newspaper reporter and as a political media consultant. Follow him
on Twitter @Prof_McCall.
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Chris Wallace brutally mocked
on Fox News after CCN+ collapse

By The Horn News editorial team
Last year, newscaster Chris
Wallace left his perch at Fox News
Sunday in order to be the headline
star of CNN+, a new streaming
service launched in March.
Now CNN+ is scheduled to
close only 32 days after the launch
date, according to a Thursday
memo from the network’s incoming
chief executive.
And Chris Wallace has become
the butt of jokes from his old colleagues at Fox News.
“Apparently Americans were
not willing to fork over three whole
dollars for a daily dose of Humpty
Dumpty or the occasional interview
from political swamp creature Chris
Wallace,” Fox News host Sean
Hannity said on air Thursday, according to The Washington Times.
Sean Hannity uses the nickname
“Humpty Dumpty” for CNN’s chief
media correspondent Brian Stelter.
CNN+ cost $5.99 per month.
Previously, Chris Wallace had
refused to denounce controversial
co-stars like Hannity, according
to a June 2020 profile by The New
York Times.
However, Wallace has apparently changed. He confirmed to

the Times last month that he complained to Fox News management
about a documentary by co-star
Tucker Carlson.
Carlson hit back.
“So we’re mourning, as we
told you a moment ago tonight,
the involuntary retirement of Mike
Wallace’s son,” Carlson said Thursday, referring to 60 Minutes host
Mike Wallace. “Boo-hoo! No more
lectures on TV!”
Even liberal television hosts
have taken aim at the spectacular
failure of CNN+.

He finished, “You could tell this
was on the horizon now when CNN
had a CNN countdown clock to the
end of CNN+,” Jimmy Fallon, host
of The Tonight Show, remarked
last week.
“32 days,” Fallon said, “I’ve
had avocados that lasted longer
than that.”
Still, the most scathing jokes
came from Fox News star Greg
Gutfield.
On Thursday’s broadcast of The
Five, Gutfield made Chris Wallace
into a running gag.

Gutfield started by discussing
potential contenders for future
Democratic primaries.
“Hillary was supposed to come
back. You’ve got Bernie. You’ve
got Mitt. The Democratic bench
is thinner than Chris Wallace’s
demo reel from CNN+,” Gutfield
remarked, prompting laughter from
his co-hosts. “Thanks. I just needed
to get that in there.”
The hosts went on to discuss
the Black Lives Matter activists’
empty threats related to the recent
election of New York City Mayor
Eric Adams.
“B.L.M. has done to Black
people what Chris Wallace did to
CNN+: enticed them with a promise
and then ditched them on the side
of the road,” Gutfield continued,
looking at the camera. “I’m going
to do this every segment. So just
get used to it.”
In one zinger, Gutfield said, “A
lot of the solutions that are coming
from the Left are unreliable, whether it’s solar panels or windmills. I
mean look at CNN+. How much
money they invested in wind power
by hiring Chris Wallace!”
“You have to look at the people
who, as the judge said, are free

speech absolutists. They’re generally comedians and writers. They’re
never politicians, because the politicians always end up defending
their side,” he continued. “So look
for independent voices with free
time. I guess that eliminates Chris
Wallace.”
Granted, Gutfield also made
some jokes that didn’t land.
Co-host Jeanine Pirro said, ”I
was sitting next to a guy who was
drunk on a plane, and he vomited all
over me. Oh, it was awful!”
Gutfield responded, “Was it
Chris Wallace?”
Pirro continued, unfazed, “I
don’t know, but he vomited in my
purse. That really ticked me off!”
“I had nothing to come up with,
but that just fit perfectly,” Gutfield
concluded.
During The Five’s Climate
Change segment Gutfeld says:
“A lot of these solutions that are
coming from the left are unreliable,
whether it’s solar panels or windmills. I mean look at CNN+, how
much money they invested in wind
power by hiring Chris Wallace.”
pic.twitter.com/EdjbCrpIPV —
Kevin Tober (@KevinTober94)
April 21, 2022

With Elon Musk as an example, should
we change eligibility for president?

By Douglas MacKinnon
When SpaceX founder and Tesla CEO
Elon Musk spoke recently at the United
States Air Force Academy, thousands of
cadets in attendance jumped to their feet
as one when he was introduced, breaking
into thunderous applause and cheers as they
whipped out their smartphones to film him.
Now, I have argued that Donald Trump’s
election as president in 2016 was akin to
catching lightning in a bottle. After his election, we witnessed the predictable ego-driven
thought pattern among some in the billionaire
class — Starbucks’ Howard Schutz, former
New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg,
former Disney CEO Bob Iger, Dallas Mavericks owner Mark Cuban and J.P. Morgan
chairman Jamie Dimon — whose inner voices seemed to be telling them: “Well, if that
clown can get himself elected as president of
the United States, surely I can.”
Except, they couldn’t — not if they spent
millions of dollars of their own money. Not
one of them has that ultra-elusive “It” factor.
Like him or hate him, Trump has that factor
in spades, at least in the minds of more than
74 million voting Americans.
Many voters have soured on America’s
career politicians from both political parties,
and Trump’s election made that a shocking
reality. But it still was an election that would
not have been possible without the candidate’s special “It” factor.
Today it can be argued that two people

well outside of the career politician bubble
probably have enough of that same personality factor to at least shake the foundation of
an election cycle. One is Joe Rogan, host of
“The Joe Rogan Experience,” who signed a
$200 million deal with Spotify to broadcast
his massively popular program exclusively.
Rogan’s influence among some Republicans,
conservatives and libertarians appears to be
growing by the day.
The other person is Elon Musk. Unlike
Rogan, however, Musk is not a native-born
American citizen; born in South Africa,
he became a naturalized U.S. citizen in

2002. That’s a citizenship category that the
Constitution prohibits from becoming U.S.
president or vice president.
As the world’s wealthiest person, there is
no doubt that Musk walks to the beat of his
own drummer. He is a disruptor of the status
quo, unafraid to speak his mind. His latest
flirtation with Twitter, which could involve a
hostile takeover of the company, has caused
many on the left to attack him and many on
the right to champion him.
Because of this, some of my friends have
asked my opinion about a “what if” Elon
Musk presidency. When I explained that the
Constitution makes such a scenario impossible, they responded: “Change it.”
This begs the question: Should the Constitution be amended to allow naturalized
American citizens to run for president and
vice president? I think so. All U.S. citizens
should have the same rights and opportunities. But I don’t get to override the Constitution, and neither do the rest of us. Article
II, Section 1 declares:
“No Person except a natural born Citizen,
or a Citizen of the United States, at the time
of the Adoption of this Constitution, shall
be eligible to the Office of President; neither
shall any Person be eligible to that Office
who shall not have attained to the Age of
thirty five Years, and been fourteen Years a
Resident within the United States.”
Ironically, an accurate reading of that
clause tells us that there was an exception.

If you were an immigrant American citizen
at the time the Constitution was ratified in
1788, you were eligible to run for president.
So, why should it be any different 234 years
later?
To add to the unfairness, our current system does allow naturalized U.S. citizens to
become members of Congress, governors,
flag officers in our military, and justices of
the U.S. Supreme Court.
Amending the Constitution is a daunting
task in the best of times. In today’s politically
polarized time, it’s hard to imagine that an
amendment to allow naturalized citizens to
run for president or vice president would get
the two-thirds majority needed in the House
and Senate and the necessary ratification
from three-fourths of our state legislatures.
But it should.
Could Elon Musk get elected to the White
House? Maybe, but we’ll never know. And
perhaps we are all the poorer for that discriminatory constitutional clause.
*****
Douglas MacKinnon, a political and communications consultant, was a writer in the
White House for Presidents Ronald Reagan
and George H.W. Bush, and former special
assistant for policy and communications at
the Pentagon during the last three years of
the Bush administration. His latest book is
“The 56: Liberty Lessons From Those Who
Risked All to Sign the Declaration of Independence.”
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Ohio, impose requirements on donors. An
increasing number of states have enacted
fertility fraud legislation.
Other states have started to address the
disclosure of donor-identifying information
and medical history when a child turns 18.
A number of states, including California,
Connecticut, Rhode Island and Washington
have enacted the Uniform Parentage Act. The
measure requires that fertility clinics collect
identifying information from donors and indicate whether donors have agreed to disclosure. Even if the donor has not consented to
disclosure the clinic must make a “good faith”
effort to provide the child with nonidentifying
information and to notify the donor of any
request for information, allowing the donor

to reconsider the disclosure declaration.
Another pending measure in New York
would require sperm and egg donor banks
“to collect and verify medical, educational
and criminal felony conviction history information” from any donor. That legislation
would also provide prospective parents who
purchase eggs or sperm and donor-conceived
people with the right to obtain such information without personally identifying the donor.
This option could make it possible to preserve
donor anonymity, at least theoretically.
The need for legislation like Colorado’s
proposed bill is clear. First, anonymity — as
a pragmatic matter — can no longer be guaranteed. Accordingly, state regulation can help
set out thoughtful guidelines that are responsive to the various interests at stake. Second,

and more fundamentally, donor-conceived
people have interests that this legislation
will protect. Not all donor-conceived people
know about their origin, and many express
an interest in knowing more about their
donors, including medical and identifying
information.
Consider the study from the Sperm Bank
of California, in which, over a 10-year period,
adult donor-conceived offspring from 256
families were eligible to receive identifying
information, 85 (35 percent) contacted the
clinic for this purpose. Many of those who
contacted the clinic did so within the first
three years after they turned 18, with the most
common motivation to obtain information
about their donors, including who they are
as a person, their reasons for donation and

their medical and health information. Third,
recipients have a strong interest in knowing
about the health risks their future children
may experience based on the medical history
of the donor.
Colorado’s groundbreaking legislation
provides fairness to donor-conceived people
and their families that has been absent for
too long. More states should follow their
example.
*****
Naomi Cahn is a professor of law at
the University of Virginia School of Law
and co-director of UVA Law’s Family Law
Center. Sonia Suter is a professor of law
at The George Washington University Law
School and founding director of the Health
Law Initiative.

(Continued from Page 18)
tion of his inciting violence regarding the
January 6 episode.
Twitter has made it a point to do the
opposite of allowing free speech by fighting
against everything they identified as, or
labeled, misinformation — about elections,
COVID and other topics. The decisions it
has made in that regard would make anyone
on the right feel the censorship for their
conservative views, leading to the logical
conclusion that the left promotes hate speech.
But private companies can set their own
rules about what is and isn’t allowed on their
platforms because the US Constitution’s
First Amendment guarantee of freedom of
speech doesn’t apply to private companies
such as Twitter.
Musk is already working on making
Twitter better. He has suggested that Twitter combat cryptocurrency scams, open
source its algorithm and even incorporate
a tweet-editing feature that he knows his
users want.
Twitter’s CEO, who had not spoken about

Musk’s would-be purchase on social media
until it actually happened on Monday, then
tweeted (what else would he do?) that the
company “has a purpose and relevance that
impacts the entire world.”
I’ve been hesitant to totally be on Elon
Musk’s side up to now, but what the heck?
He says it’s about free speech and he paid
an amazing sum to make that happen, so
I’m willing to cheer him on. If one man can
bring free speech back to the people, maybe
he’ll be just the one who can do it!
Imagine some of those tweets-to-be once
under Elon Musk’s new anti-rules:
“They told me I could never say what I
thought of Joe Biden if it wasn’t something
good, but I never had anything good to say
about him. Now I’m able to say what I really
think. Unlike some people who just like to
talk smack and criticize every little thing
about him, which is easy to do and understand, all I wanted to do was ask his wife, the
first lady, why she ever encouraged him to run
for president in the first place knowing the
unstable state of his mind? Didn’t she know

how he would constantly embarrass himself,
and embarrass our country, and even more,
not be able to run this country like it needs to
be run? Was she so determined to be the wife
of a president, the first lady, that nothing was
more important to her than that? Didn’t she
care enough about her husband to put him
before her own personal desires?
“It may well be that someone else has
been running the country in lieu of her Joe,
but whoever it is, he or she is not doing a
very good job of it and her Joe is taking all
the blame, since there’s nothing that seems to
be credit-worthy ever since he’s taken office.
Our country is a pathetic mess ever since
Mrs. Biden got her way. How can she bear
all the snickers and even laughs behind his
back whenever he makes a fool of himself in
speaking in his role as a president who barely
knows what day it is or even who he is?
“And didn’t you know what was going on
with Hunter? Surely you did. He has become
the biggest scandal in Joe’s presidential life.
Everything he did reflects back on your husband and our country, since if we, the voters,

knew what was going on before your Joe was
voted into office, there’s a good chance that
he wouldn’t be president today. I’m surprised
that he even ran with all of the baggage that
was being suppressed on behalf of his son.
Especially the Laptop from Hell.
“Please encourage him to step down for
his own good (for the sake of what’s left of
his mental health) and for the good of this
country, and realize that you already got your
dream, your prize, so you win!
“And I can’t end this without thanking
Elon Musk, who believes that people have
a right to speak their mind. Now I can sleep
better at night because I was able to say my
piece.
“Thank you again. Just an ordinary freedom-of-speech-loving American, as so many
of us are…”
*****
Maramis Choufani is the Managing Editor of the Las Vegas Tribune. She writes a
weekly column in this newspaper. To contact
Maramis, email her at maramistribune@
gmail.com.
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An amazing discovery for skin care

By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
I was invited to the celebration
of the launch of Pili Ani’s newest
collection of natural beauty products during dinner at the Farmtable
Kitchen + Spirits. This was an exciting evening as they unveiled their
beauty secrets for the first time!
Pili Ani, a Philippine Island
Company, found the answer with
their award-winning natural skincare line. Now we can pamper
ourselves with Pili Ani, crafted for
Beauty the natural way! I always
prefer the natural way, without all
of those harmful ingredients.
REVIEW: “I like each of the
bold designs of the small containers
holding the beauty products. They
are really sleek, attractive, colorful, and designed for convenience,
women can drop them in their
purses or even pockets! During the
day or at an event, just refresh and
you can always be beautiful. With
the bottle’s attractive shapes and
designs, they even attract when
sitting on the store’s shelves.
It is time to think of your skin,

how Pili Ani’s amazing collection
makes it happen! In just minutes,
you set the foundation for your
special “look.” I opened the lovely bottles and felt the lotions, so
smooth, so easy to use!”
As Dane Albay, Pili Ani’s Global Marketing Manager, explained,
“The highest quality “SUPERFOOD” for your skin has been a
secret in the Bicol Region of the
Philippines for centuries ... until
now. With extensive research and
product development, the Elemi
and Pili Oils are the perfect powerful combination for firming our
skin, reducing fine lines and wrinkles, moisturizing, and so many
more.
Beauty products have been
around for centuries, but this discovery is recent.
Elemi Oil comes from the sap
of the Pili Tree. It is a rare and
potent extract that tones, firms and
reduces fine lines and literally lifts
from within. Pili Ani follows strict
tapping techniques and must wait
five to six years before they can
yield another set of Elemi oil from

the same tree.
Mary Jane Tan-Ong and her
daughter created a business that
would provide a livelihood for the
local farmers and their families.
What a surprise when they discovered and realized the amazing
benefits of both Pili and Elemi Oils.
Pili Ani, this incredible new
discovery, is going global with
their beauty secrets and products
now available in the United States.
As Pili Ani says, “Show your skin
some extra love.”
The Pili Ani line is best for beauty and we dined at the Farmtable
Kitchen + Spirits which is known
as best for their food. (I am writing
a seperate article about the dinner.)
For additional information about
the Pili Ani line, visit the website:
globalmarketing@elemienaturals.
com www.piliani.com
*****
Sandy Zimmerman’s Promotions, Streaming Interviews/
Academy Awards & Other Red
Carpets; Award-Winning: Sandy
wrote and produced the “John &
Marsha” All American Burger

Chain TV commercial Winner of
the “Award of Excellence” by the
Las Vegas Advertising Federation.
Sandy produced/directed/wrote
“Truffles, Wine and Castles Tour
of Northern Italy” and “Discover

China” travel specials named
“Travel Shows of the Week.” Contact: For information call Sandy
Zimmerman at (702)-515-0846
or email her at sandyzimm2003@
yahoo.com.
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A fine Italian restaurant
without expensive prices

By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Nora’s Cuisine reminds me of
some of the famous family-owned
restaurants in Italy when I filmed
a Piedmont Wine District tour
special. Gino and Nora opened this
restaurant in 1992 only seating 12,
now their impressive restaurants
have several private rooms and the
atmosphere of the past.
You can enjoy going to the right
restaurant for an entertaining afternoon or evening, the pleasure of
savoring every bite for that special
memorable meal.
Upon opening the menu, I was
surprised to see the lunch prices
range from $10.50 to $15.95. All
lunches are served with house salad
and sides. Quality top rated dishes
at reasonable prices!
I chose the Pan Seared Scottish
Salmon, delicious and healthy! You

always know salmon by its special
taste! A choice of salad and side
also came with the entrée.

We were in a private-room and
it was so quiet, couldn’t hear any
noise from the main restaurant.

For lunch, there’s also a selection of traditional Italian dishesVeal Milanese, Chicken Milanese,
Falcita Sausage, aged provolone
and parsley thin rope sausage, as
well as other creative, tasty choices
— Sautéed Pork Tenderloin, Pan
Seared Scottish Salmon, Mesquite
Grilled Chicken Thighs, and mesquite grilled chicken. Grilled items
are cooked in the Josper Grill which
combines an oven with Mesquite
smoked flavors along with tradition
grilling.
Nora’s offers more than 70
classic Italian dishes, the extensive
menu features fresh ingredients
and attention to detail. Nora’s
captures the essence of the immigrant founded Italian restaurants
of the 20th century, in an updated
comfortable setting. Nora’s serves
family recipes from Sicily, inspired
by Founder, Nora Mauro.
You can reserve one of their

large private dining rooms for
parties or business meetings. They
have a wine cellar, outdoor patio,
state-of-the-art kitchen, and a bocce
court. Seats are available at their
bar.
One of Las Vegas’ longest standing Italian restaurants Las Vegas
community for 25 years. Nora’s
Cuisine, 6020 W Flamingo Rd Ste
10, Las Vegas. As Nora’s family
says, “Buon appetite” — literally
Good Appetite! For more information: visit http://www.norascuisine.
com or call 702.873.8990. Follow
Nora’s Italian Cuisine on Twitter
and Facebook.
*****
Sandy Zimmerman’s Promotions, Streaming US & Global
Interviews/ Interviews on the Academy Awards & other Red Carpets;
Award-winning talk show host/
producer Sandy Zimmerman’s Las
Vegas TV Television Program.
(702)-515-0846. Sandy was Director of Promotions, Director of
PR, and Director of Marketing for
“Flashdance Fever,” “Cotton Club
on Parade,” “Women of Comedy,”
“Men of Paradise,” and many
other live Las Vegas shows. FB:
Streaming on FB, Twitter, Instagram, Linkedin, and other Social
Media; FB: Sandy Zimmerman’s
Las Vegas TV-Group; FB: Sandy
Zimmerman’s Reviews; Sandy
Zimmerman’s Youtube Channel;.
and email sandyzimm2003@yahoo.
com. Promote yourself, your band,
business, products, whatever, call
for a multi-media coverage! For
information, questions, comments
please contact Sandy Zimmerman
at sandyzimm2003@yahoo.com or
702-515-0846.
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Black Giving Circle-hosted Scholastic Book Fairs at the
Democracy Prep at Agassi Campus and West Preparatory
Academy and distributes 1,800 free books to 900 students

Stewart avenues.
The theme of entries should reflect our
heritage, the birthday of the city of Las Vegas, and Vegas, then and now. May 15 is the
117th anniversary of the land auction in 1905,
which marks the beginning of Las Vegas. This
parade celebrating Las Vegas’ heritage was
created in 1935 as the Helldorado Parade.
For more information on the Las Vegas Days
Parade, call 702-229-4859.
*****

The Black Giving Circle, a new Las Vegas
Metropolitan Police Department (LVMPD)
Foundation initiative, recently sponsored
Scholastic Book Fairs for students attending
Democracy Prep at the Agassi Campus and
West Preparatory Academy (WPA) from
April 20 -22.
Black Giving Circle member Anthem
Blue Cross Blue Shield underwrote two
books per students at each Book Fair for
approximately 900 students combined.
LVMPD officers, Metro Volunteer Program
volunteers and Black Giving Circle donors
volunteered as cashiers, baggers, readers and
interacted with the students to discuss their
favorite books.
“Improving literacy proficiency is a priority for the Black Giving Circle given the
importance of reading to student development,” said Tom Kovach, Executive Director,
LVMPD Foundation. “Many students do not
have the resources to build a home library,
and with the donation of two books per student, we are helping to bridge that skill gap
to increase academic success down the road.”
Black Giving Circle is a membership program designed to empower Black ownership
of public safety. The goals of the Black Giving Circle are to ensure the continued growth
of several youth programs, including: Bolden
Little League and Hockey United, providing
mentorship and trust between officers and
children; Cooking with a Cop, Reading with a
Cop, and Conversations with a Cop programming in conjunction with NAACP Las Vegas
Branch to improve communication between
young people and law enforcement; Empowering Our Girls Workshop, demonstrating
power and worth of young females; and Hip
Hop & Entrepreneurship Program, focusing
on lifting youth of color through the creative
process of hip hop, rap and education about
the music industry.
Community and local business leaders
are invited to become members of the Black
Giving Circle to support these programs.
More information on Black Giving Circle |
Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department
Foundation (lvmpdfoundation.org)
About the LVMPD Foundation
Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department (LVMPD) Foundation is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization that raises funds to support
and supplement Las Vegas Metropolitan
Police Department programs and initiatives.
The LVMPD Foundation was established in
1999 and is dedicated to supporting LVMPD
area commands, special units, equipment,
training, and hundreds of community engagement programs and initiatives that
build relationships between law enforcement
and the communities they serve. Las Vegas
Metropolitan Police Department Officers are
here to Protect and Serve our community, and
together with law enforcement, we can help
make our neighborhoods safer for all. Please
join us in our important work by contributing
at www.lvmpdfoundation.org
*****

Holocaust Remembrance Day
April 27 marks the 71st remembrance of
the Holocaust, where more than six million
of our Jewish brothers and sisters were killed.
This year, we pray that all of our friends and
family remember the lives that were lost
because of the hatred that others had, and
vow that we will never tolerate hate. Let
love prevail.
*****

Submit your Las Vegas Days
Parade entry application now
The Las Vegas Days Parade, an annual
event celebrating Las Vegas’ history and
founding in 1905, is accepting applications
from the community to participate in the 2022
parade, scheduled for Saturday, May 14, from

10 a.m. to noon. There is space for a total of
100 entries. The application deadline is April
30, 2022; application may be made online at
https://cityoflasvegas.formstack.com/forms/
las_vegas_days_parade. There is no fee to
enter the parade, which will take place on
Fourth Street downtown between Gass and

Chispa Nevada celebrates launch of
Nevada voter registration program
Chispa Nevada, a program of the League
of Conservation Voters Education Fund
(LCVEF), announced the launch of a new
$600,000 site-based voter registration
program in Nevada with a community celebration, accompanied by an art unveiling
by local Las Vegas artist Cerissa Lopez to
highlight the power and strength of our community when voting. The focus of the voter
registration program is to register eligible
voters in neighborhoods historically excluded
from voter registration efforts in communities
of color, and will aim to register eligible voters that identify as Black, Latinx, Indigenous,
Asian American or Pacific Islander as well as
eligible voters in immigrant communities.
The celebration included free food and face
painting, voter registration opportunities for
eligible voters, and featured speakers from
Chispa Nevada who were available for interviews to discuss program initiatives.
As of Friday, April 1st, Chispa Nevada
canvassers have been in our neighborhoods
throughout Las Vegas registering eligible
voters, after spending two years off the field
because of the pandemic, primarily doing
community outreach via phone, text and
virtual events. Launched during Earth week,
Chispa Nevada hosted this celebration of
democracy because without a healthy democracy, communities that have been historically
disenfranchised cannot have a healthy and
flourishing environment.
*****
City Beat is a compilation of news and
views of our editorial and writing team, along
with reader submissions and topics. Readers
are invited to suggest a local topic or any
other items of interest.
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Spring government surplus auctions to be hosted online

Vehicles and equipment can be
previewed by public May 13-14
Starting Monday, May 9, Clark County
and participating government agencies will
host a series of surplus auctions online for
vehicles and equipment and miscellaneous
items on TNT Auction’s website at www.
tntauction.com. All bidding for the auctions
will take place online.
Online bidding for Harry Reid International Airport lost and found items will be
held May 9 through May 13. Online bidding
for the vehicle and equipment auction opens
May 12 and closes May 16. Online bidding
for miscellaneous items, including computers
and office equipment, opens May 12 and
closes May 17. Catalogs listing hundreds of
items to be sold will be available for viewing
on TNT’s website and regularly updated as
the dates of the sales get closer. Information
about registering as a bidder and the terms
and conditions for participation also is on
the website.
The public will be able to preview most of
the vehicles and miscellaneous items being
sold on May 13, and May 14 at TNT’s auction
yard lot at 4530 Alto Ave., located northeast
of Lamb Boulevard and Cheyenne Avenue.
On-site hours are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. About 200
vehicles and 225 lots of miscellaneous items
will be sold. No airport lost and found items
are available for preview but pictures of the
lots of items being sold are in the online
catalog.
“The preview gives people an opportunity
to see some items in person before placing
their bids online,” said David Johnson,
director of Clark County’s Automotive and
Central Services Division. “All the vehicles
being sold will be on the lot as well as most
of the miscellaneous items.”
Clark County works with TNT Auction
to host three surplus auctions each year,
typically in February, May and November,
to sell vehicles and equipment used or acquired by government agencies in Southern
Nevada. Participating agencies include the
area cities, local police departments and the
state of Nevada. For further details, the public
may contact TNT Auction’s toll free at (855)
317-5133.
*****
Welcome sign goes blue and green
to support organ donation
Clark County Commissioner Michael Naft
and representatives from the Nevada Donor
Network turned the Welcome to Fabulous
Las Vegas sign blue and green in support of
National Donate Life Month and Blue and
Green Day to encourage residents to register
as an organ, eye, and tissue donor.
“More than 100,000 Americans includ-

to create new and chalk-tastic works of art
on. The Reno Chalk Art & Music Festival
returns this summer, July 8th through July
10th at the Atlantis Casino Resort Spa. Over
the course of three days, amateur and professional artists will transform pavement into
spectacular masterpieces while they battle
for prizes in categories such as Best Use of
Color, Best Use of 3D and Best Reproduction
of a Master’s Work.
Last year’s record-setting event drew over
150 artists and 20,000 guests to the west parking lot of the Atlantis. As in years past, the
Reno Chalk Art & Music Festival will also
feature local arts and craft vendors, a variety
of food and drink and live entertainment. This
year’s musical lineup includes Eddie Cotton,
JP Soars, Onoleigh Pommier, JC Smith and
Hot Rod Rebellion.
“We’re thrilled to once again host this
celebration of art, music and life,” said
Cheraz Ecker, general manager of Atlantis
Casino Resort Spa. “Thanks to a tremendous
effort from our team and the support of our
amazing community, the Reno Chalk Art &
Music Festival has become one of northern
Nevada’s signature summer events. Artists
from across the country are flocking to Reno
to be a part of our fun-filled festival and we
can’t wait to see the wonderful works of art
they create this year.”
Artists can register for the Reno Chalk Art
& Music Festival by visiting atlantiscasino.
com/chalk. The deadline to apply is July 1st.
For questions or inquiries, please contact
chalkart@atlantiscasino.com.
*****

ing almost 600 of our fellow Nevadans are
waiting for an organ transplant, and the need
grows every day,” Commissioner Michael
Naft said. “But we all have the power to help
transform a life. One organ, eye, and tissue
donor can save and heal more than 75 people, which is why we encourage everyone to
consider becoming a donor today.”
Nevada Donor Network is a nonprofit organ procurement organization committed to
maximizing the gift of life and health through
organ and tissue donation.
Established in 1987, Nevada Donor Network serves more than 3 million people in
the state of Nevada and 100,000 potential
transplant recipients across the country. The
organization works with hospital staff and
community partners to promote research
and provide a strong support network to
courageous donor families who’ve turned
loss into hope. For more information, please
visit www.nvdonor.org.
The commissioner and representatives
from the Nevada Donor Network turned on
blue and green light bulbs installed on the
world-famous Welcome sign during a brief
ceremony in front of the sign today. The light
bulbs, which are usually yellow, surround the
border of the sign. Like the famed Las Vegas
Strip, the Welcome to Fabulous Las Vegas
sign is in unincorporated Clark County.
*****
Volunteers needed for
Walk for Wellness
LVYP Kiwanis would like to request
volunteers to help at an event with our
community partners, the Asian Community
Development Council, as they host their
annual health fair in combination with a 5K

walk/run this year. They are a huge supporter
of Kiwanis and the club would like to return
the favor with a huge turnout from our group
of amazing Kiwanis family volunteers. See
info below for details.
Event Info:
—Sunday, May 1, at the College of Southern Nevada Charleston —Volunteers may
sign up for one or more three-hour shifts between 6 a.m. and 2 p.m. Up to 20 volunteers
are needed per shift.
—Each individual volunteer must create a
Mightycause account and register for each of
your desired time slot(s) here: https://www.
mightycause.com/organization/Asian-Community-Development-Council.
—Sign up is on a first-come, first-serve
basis, and the latest sign up deadline is Saturday, April 23, 2022.
Please Note:
—All volunteers and students are required
to do a COVID-19 test 48 hours prior to the
event. Please bring the result with you to the
location.
—Vaccination AND booster shots will
be required.
—Bi-lingual preferred, but not a requirement.
*****
Reno Chalk Art & Music Festival
returns after record-setting year
The Biggest Little City’s fastest growing
art event is back with a clean slate for artists

Moms Rock! at the Diane Snyder
Run to Remember from Jus’ Run
This annual Mother’s Day weekend event
will be celebrating its 13th year and wants
you to join the fun! The “Moms Rock! at
the Diane Snyder Run to Remember” will
take place at Floyd Lamb Park the day before Mother’s Day. The event was created
in memory of those who have been lost to
or are now suffering with Alzheimer’s. The
run’s namesake, Diane Snyder, was a beloved
mother and avid runner who lost her battle
with Alzheimer’s in 2012. Every participant
will receive a great T-shirt and a medal, and
all moms will receive a flower!
Let’s run to remember those who are no
longer with us, for those who no longer can
remember and for ourselves, so we can continue to remember!
Jus’ Run.... and keep the memory alive!
To learn more about the run and its
mission, please visit the Jus’ Run website
at http://jusrun.com/races/runtoremember.
One hundred percent of the net proceeds
will be donated to Alzheimer’s research and
caregiver support.
*****

The Dirt on Leadership
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By Doug Dickerson
“The test of leadership is, is
anyone or anything better because
of you?” — Mark Sanborn
For several years back in my
high school days, I worked in a
garden center. It was a fun job and
I learned a lot. As a result, I have
always had an eye for landscaping
and enjoy getting my hands dirtyespecially in the spring with the
planting of flowers and various
projects.
I vividly remember those days
in the winter months at the garden
center. Business was always slow
but we were busy preparing for
spring.
We would build greenhouses to
store the hundreds and hundreds of
roses that we would spend countless
hours potting.
The mixing of the soil was always fun- especially for the new
guys.
We would build mounds of soil
mix for the potting process. The
mix would include soil, fertilizers,
manure, and other ingredients

DoUg DICkErsoN
in order to pot and produce the
best-looking roses you could find.
This process required us to get
shovels and mix it all together over
and over until the consistency and
balance were just right.
I often look back on those days
and see how one’s growth and development as a leader have similar
parallels.
Here are a few lessons I learned
from my days in the garden center

that apply to leadership.
If you want to be a leader, be
willing to pick up the shovel
One of the big drawbacks to
mixing the fertilizer, of course, was
the smell. It wasn’t pleasant. But the
job had to be done. But before too
long, it was something that we’d
get used to over time. The potting
process took a couple of months
to complete. And while unpleasant
in the beginning, after a while no
one even talked about it. We just
shoveled our way through it one
rose at a time.
The Lesson: If you are not willing to humble yourself as a leader
and pick up the shovel, then you forfeit the ability to lead. Leadership is
not about the entitlements you think
you deserve, but about the posture
of your heart. As someone said, if
serving is beneath you then leading
is beyond you.
If you want to be a leader
expect to get some
cuts and thorns
After the greenhouses were built
and the soil prepared, the potting

BEHIND THE MIKE

Father Guilt

By Michael A. Aun
Maybe this should be titled
“Parent Guilt” instead of “Father
Guilt.” Every parent suffers from
it whether they will admit it or not.
For over four decades I had the
honor and privilege of traveling the
world delivering speeches to associations, corporations, non-profit
organizations, name it and I have
been there and done that.
Common to every single group?
Most were fathers or mothers. All
were children of someone who
they may not even know. I suspect
a large percentage of them might
have reflected on what they could
do or had done better if they had
another go round.
I am Roman Catholic, so guilt is
part of my Catholic upbringing. It
is also one of those emotions that
feeds on itself, every bite getting
bigger and bigger. When you enter
what you think will be the final
chapter of your life, you tend to
reflect on what you could or should
have done better.
In the world of professional speaking, you are gone a lot.
Thanks to Zoom, Web X, Teams,
Skype, and other platforms, many
of our speaking opportunities now
come to us. Throughout most of my
career, not so much.
Christine and I were deliberate
in our marriage, each of us spending
the first five years of it working
on our careers. As a Registered
Nurse her opportunities are even
greater today than ever. We made
a conscious decision that one of us
would make babies and one would
make income.
That required a lot of sacrifice,
more on her part than mine as we
were greeted with twins right of the
bat. Any thoughts of her returning
to her career were placed on hold
indefinitely. As any parent will tell
you, it is tough enough to raise a
single child, leave alone two at
once.
Death aside, guilt is perhaps
the most painful partner in life.
With death, no amount of fretting
over the past will change it and no
amount of grief and worry about the
future will heal those wounds. It is

MICHAEL A. AUN
a done deal.
What if your marriage is suffering? What if your child is going
through a rough marriage or a potential divorce? How much of the
guilt can you absorb whether it is
real or imagined?
The human mind is not constructed for guilt, though the church
doctrine would suggest otherwise.
It can and does damage our souls,
not to mention our personalities and
our health.
We often confuse shame and
blame, the by-products of guilt. My
guess is there is enough of each to
go around. If you do not take care
of yourself first, you cannot take
care of those you love.
My career choice has some
responsibility in this equation, but

our first obligation to our family is
to feed and raise them… and that
requires money.
Since I was not a member of
the “lucky sperm club” (as my late
friend John Savage once quipped
in a speech to the Million Dollar
Round Table), I like most others
had to work to raise my family.
For that I will never apologize as
it was my responsibility that came
with the turf.
Still, like others, I have my share
of “father guilt.” Perhaps it is best to
let “guilt” of any kind be a friendly
reminder to do better the next time.
In short, we should not feel guilt for
what is best for your family — food,
shelter and being there as much as
you can.
I recently turned down a speaking engagement because I had ball
boy duties for my son’s high school
football team. Trust me, there are
thousands of candidates that could
have done the ball boy duty better
than yours truly. Why?
I know for a fact that one day I
will no longer be capable of working the sidelines along with my sons
and their children. That will be the
beginning of the end for me… and
I cannot live with that.
*****
Michael Aun is a syndicated columnist and writes a weekly column
for this newspaper. To contact Michael Aun go to www.aunline.com.

process began. There was nothing
really glamorous about it. We’d
have stacks of one-gallon buckets
and we would fill the bucket to the
prescribed limit, prune the rose,
and pot it.
While the process was monotonous, there were always two things
we could always count on — thorns
and cuts. Despite the wearing of
gloves it always happened and by
the end of the day, our hands would
be bloody and scarred.
The Lesson: Many aspiring
leaders want the rewards of someone else’s labor but are not always
willing to pay the price to grasp
it for themselves. They want the
smell and beauty of the rose that
makes the look good, but not the
smell of crap on their hands that
made it possible. If you want to be
a leader, you have to get your hands
dirty and put up with a few thorns
along the way.
If you want to be a leader,
you must grow yourself daily
In the garden center, we worked
tirelessly every day in those winter
months because we knew spring

was coming. We knew the payoff
for our efforts was within our reach
if we worked hard. The days were
long and tiring but worth it in the
end. Every part of the process was
intentional and calculated and the
outcome was profitable.
The Lesson: If you desire to
grow as a leader, you must be
intentional about your growth and
daily do those things that move you
in the right direction. Your growth
and development as a leader are
not accidental. It’s on purpose. And
without a plan, you will never grow
as a leader.
Final Thoughts
Make the commitments daily to
grow in your leadership. Remember
that it’s not about you and never has
been. Don’t be afraid to get your
hands dirty and remember that before you can grow others, you must
first grow yourself.
*****
Doug Dickerson is a syndicated
columnist. He writes a weekly column for this newspaper. To contact
Doug Dickerson go to www.dougdickerson.net.

Bob Beckett
Attorney At Law

Elected 5 terms as Nye County District Attorney
Practice areas
Criminal defense, Personal injury, Bankruptcy
and debt, Car accident, DUI and DWI
Licensed for 29 years
AVVO CONTRIBUTIONS
Beckett knows Nevada criminal law
— especially how to get the most out of
the probation/monitoring system.
Beckett provides very effective and
personable service — His fees are also fair

During these Covid-19 days, the Urantia Book Study
Group has taken to Zoom, as many other meetings
have. As always, this high-level discussion group
is for all faiths, all ages,and all those seeking
answers to their unanswered questions.
Call 775-513-0942 for details

(702) 334-4886
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Genie® HD DVR
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CALL TODAY!
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855-977-8411
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Social Security awareneSS

You can get social with Social Security
By Barbara Duckett
Social Security Public Affairs
Specialist in Las Vegas
Social Security means many
different things to many different
people.
To a spouse who has lost their
partner, it may mean a monthly
check to help with childcare costs.
For a wounded warrior, Social
Security might mean a lifeline of
income that improves their quality
of life. And chances are, you’ll rely
on us one day as well.
Social Security provides millions of people with retirement
and disability benefits. This means
we need to be able to start a conversation and answer questions for
those millions of deserving people.
Social media allows us to quickly
help people in a cost-effective and
agile way.
We use our Facebook page to
share information about our programs, policies, and services with
our vast network of followers and
advocacy groups. We also monitor
and provide quick-turnaround
responses to select questions and
comments that people post. We also
hold Facebook Live events to dive
deep into topics that matter to you.

www.facebook.com/socialsecurity.
Our blog, named Social Security
Matters, gives readers information
about a variety of topics, including
our programs, online services,
current events, and human-interest
stories, usually in greater detail
than typically shared on our other
social media platforms. Our blog
encourages discussion and offers
important retirement- and disability-related solutions. blog.ssa.gov.
Our Instagram page is a mostly
visual outlet where we share our
top ten baby names of the year
and other trend-setting stats. We
use this page to share information
about our programs, policies, and
services. www.instagram.com/
socialsecurity.
Do you prefer getting information from videos? Social Security’s
YouTube channel is an archive of
informative videos. www.youtube.
com/user/SocialSecurityOnline.
Our Twitter page is updated frequently with up-to-date information
that is easy to share. twitter.com/
socialsecurity.
Follow us today! Be part of the
conversation. Share our posts with
friends and family who may not
know about our services.

Social Security covers disabled children

By Barbara Duckett
Social Security Public Affairs
Specialist in Las Vegas
Children are our future — we share our
knowledge and talent with them — we pass
on our values to them knowing they will
share those gifts. Social Security safeguards
children all year long, but we’d like to take
this opportunity to share information about
our programs that provide direct support to
children.
The latest information available says that
in 2018 the Social Security program distributed about $2.7 billion each month to benefit
about 4.1 million children on average each
month because one or both of their parents
are disabled, retired, or deceased. Those
dollars help to provide the necessities of life
for family members and help make it possible
for those children to complete high school.
When a working parent becomes disabled or
dies, Social Security benefits help stabilize
the family’s financial future.
Children with disabilities are among our
most vulnerable citizens. The Social Security
Administration is dedicated to helping those
with qualifying disabilities and their families
through the Supplemental Security Income
(SSI) program, which is separate from the
Social Security program. To qualify for SSI:
—The child must have a physical or
mental condition, or a combination of conditions, resulting in “marked and severe
functional limitations.” This means that the
condition(s) must severely limit your child’s
activities; and
—The child’s condition(s) must be severe,
last for at least 12 months, or be expected to
result in death.
If the parents of the child or children have

more income or resources than are allowed,
then the child or children will not qualify
for SSI. You can read more about children’s
benefits at www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs/
EN-05-10026.pdf.
Social Security and SSI also covers many
chronic illnesses and conditions. The Compassionate Allowances program is a way to
quickly identify people with diseases and

other medical conditions that, by definition,
meet the standards for disability benefits
under the Social Security and SSI programs.
Thousands of children receive SSI benefits
because they have one of the conditions on
the Compassionate Allowances list at www.
socialsecurity.gov/compassionateallowances/
conditions.htm.
Keep in mind, Social Security and SSI are

two very distinct and separate programs, and
eligibility for each is different.
Visit www.socialsecurity.gov/people/
kids to learn more about all we do to care
for children. Social Security is with you and
your children throughout your life’s journey,
securing today and tomorrow. If you know a
family who needs our help, please share these
resources with them.

Understanding Social Security spouses’ benefits
By Barbara Duckett
Social Security Public Affairs
Specialist in Las Vegas
Marriage is a tradition that exists
on every continent and in nearly
every country. Having a partner not
only means creating a family unit,
it means sharing things like a home
and other property. Understanding
how your future retirement might
affect your spouse is important.
When you’re planning for your
retirement, here are a few things to
remember:
Your spouse’s benefit amount
could be up to 50 percent of your
spouse’s full retirement age amount,
if you are full retirement age when
you take it.
If you qualify for a benefit
from your own work history and
a spouse’s record, we always pay
your own benefit first. You cannot
receive spouse’s benefits unless
your spouse is receiving his or
her retirement benefits (except for
divorced spouses).
If you took your reduced retirement first while waiting for your
spouse to reach retirement age,
when you add spouse’s benefits
later, your own retirement portion
remains reduced, which causes the
total retirement and spouses benefit
together to total less than 50 percent
of the worker’s amount.
You can find out more about this
at www.socialsecurity.gov/OACT/
quickcalc/spouse.html.
On the other hand, if your

spouse’s retirement benefit is higher than your retirement benefit, and
he or she chooses to take reduced
benefits and dies first, your survivor
benefit will be reduced, but may
be higher than what your spouse
received.
If the deceased worker started
receiving reduced retirement bene-

fits before their full retirement age,
a special rule called the retirement
insurance benefit limit may apply
to the surviving spouse. The retirement insurance benefit limit is
the maximum survivor benefit you
may receive. Generally, the limit is
the higher of:
—The reduced monthly retire-

ment benefit to which the deceased
spouse would have been entitled if
they had lived, or
—82.5 percent of the unreduced
deceased spouse’s monthly benefit
if they had started receiving benefits at their full retirement age
(rather than choosing to receive a
reduced retirement benefit early).

Knowing how your finances affect your spouse’s benefit can help
both of you avoid future impacts on
your incomes. We have decades of
experience, and the information to
go with it. Access a wealth of useful
information and use our benefits
planners at www.socialsecurity.
gov/planners..
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What You
Need To
Know
By Dr Nina Radcliff

Tobacco-Free Living
By Dr. Nina Radcliff, MD
Tobacco use is the most common preventable cause of death.
And thanks in large part to factual
anti-smoking campaigns, there are
now more ex-smokers than smokers
in the United States.
Most people have heard that
cigarette smoking causes 87 percent of lung cancer deaths — the
leading cause of cancer death in
both men and women. However,
what too many are not aware of is
that smoking is also responsible
for most cancers of the larynx, oral
cavity and pharynx, esophagus and
bladder. And there are more grim
facts for smokers, as even these
staggering facts are not the greatest
killer of smokers — it is circulatory
and cardiovascular disease, primarily heart disease and strokes.
For any smoker, quitting is essential for their health. There are no
“ifs, ands, or buts” about it; smoking is bad — it’s self-destruction.
As one expert notes, “It’s easy to
appreciate that the 43 cancer causing chemicals in each and every
puff are slowly building an internal
time bomb. What few comprehend
is that before the bomb has time to
go off that it’s far more likely that
smoking will cause some portion
of their body’s blood piping to
completely clog, with downstream
oxygen-deprived tissues suffocating and dying.”
The good news is that as soon as
you quit, your body begins to repair
the damage caused by smoking. But
that does not mean “wait” another
day. It’s best to quit earlier than
later, but even quitting later can lead
to some improvement.
How soon before I see
the benefits of
quitting smoking?
Soon! Some benefits start within
minutes, and the benefits continue
to roll in.
—20 minutes: heart rate and
blood pressure start decreasing
—12 hours: your blood oxygen
levels increase due to a decrease
in carbon monoxide. Carbon monoxide enters our blood when we
smoke and is a toxic gas that binds
tightly to our red blood cells, precluding oxygen from binding.
—2 days: the ability to smell and
taste begins to resurface. Imagine
appreciating the scent of someone you love, the fragrance of a
perfume, or the aroma of a cup of
coffee.
—2 weeks: You will notice an
increase in energy because blood
circulation improves, making all
physical activity easier
—1-9 months: A return of cilia function and, consequently, a
decrease in “smoker’s cough.”
Smoking affects the proper function
of cilia — tiny, hair-like structures
in the respiratory tract— which is to
clear mucus and germs up and out.
—12 months: your risk for heart
disease decrease dramatically
—2-5 years: your risk for
stroke equals decreases to that of
a non-smoker
—5 years: your risk of cancers
of the mouth, throat, esophagus, and
bladder falls to that of a non-smoker
—8-10 years: your risk of dying from lung cancer drops by 50
percent
What is the damage that just
one cigarette can do?
On average, it can shave off
11 minutes of your life. Yes, each
cigarette you smoke can harm you
— and it really adds up. After just
one year of smoking a pack per day,
a smoker can lose 55 days — almost
2 months of their life. A decade of
smoking one pack per day could
mean losing 20 months!
What is the cost to
our bank account?
The price of cigarettes varies by
state and the average is between six
and eight dollars, with the most expensive nearing $13 in New York. If
you smoke a pack per day at, say $8
a pack, that is nearly $3,000 a year;
$30,000 over a decade; and over 30
years, if you compounded interest
even at just 3 percent, you would
have close to $150,000!! Talk about
wallets going up in smoke.

What are some indirect
costs of smoking?
They range from home fresheners ($10/month) to higher dental,
health, and life insurance costs.
If that’s not enough to get you or
someone you love feeling the pinch,
how about the fact that a smoker’s car sells for approximately 9
percent less than a non-smoker’s
car? Additionally, homebuyers are
also less likely to purchase a house
that smells like an ashtray. And to
get rid of the odor, it may require
thousands of dollars for the seller to
replace carpets, paint the walls, or
deodorize the house to get buyers
interested.
Tips to quit smoking?
—Decide you want to quit. If
you are a smoker, quitting can
mean a whole new, vibrant, energetic, world: better vision; a more
kissable mouth; clearer skin; a
decreased risk of heart problems;
less erectile dysfunction in men and
infertility in women; easier breathing; improved wound healing; a
stronger immune system, muscles,
and bones; and improved finances.
—Commit to quitting. Write out
your plan and sign it, like a contract. Consider having witnesses
to further cement that commitment.
Additionally, by including your
family, friends, and co-workers,
they can provide support and encouragement.
—Create a plan (don’t wing
it). Figure out what resources are
at your disposal—there are many
(there is no need to reinvent the
wheel); how you are going to do
it (gradually, cold turkey, nicotine
patch); how to avoid situations and
activities that you used to associate
with smoking, including limiting
your contact with smokers in the
early weeks of quitting; and how
you will deal with intense cravings.
Also, speak with your healthcare
provider to discuss options, including nicotine replacement products,
medications, and other options.

Additionally, the government’s site
www.smokefree.gov has a whole
section on free tools, guides, and
resources designed to help you quit
smoking.
—Get through the cravings. The
average, “intense” craving lasts just
three minutes. But 180 seconds can
feel like an eternity—so remind
yourself that it will pass. Some
tips to distract yourself include
deep breathing or other meditation
techniques, focusing on a loved one
or happy thought, taking a walk,
keeping your hands busy (squeeze
a ball, play with a paperclip, send an
email, call a friend), using an oral
substitute (mint, hard candy, celery
stick, gum, carrot, sunflower seeds),
and drinking water may all help to
decrease the urge.
—Spoil yourself. With the nearly $3,000 extra bucks from not
smoking one pack per day for a
year, splurge a little. Consider getting that cell phone upgrade, taking
a trip, buying a new wardrobe, or

creating a retirement fund.
—Do not give up! If you fail (I
hope you won’t), try, try, and try
again. Many who have successfully
quit smoking have had to endure
failure. But they eventually did it.
Literally and figuratively, your life
is at stake. Go back to the drawing
board and get to the bottom of
things. By doing so, you will place
yourself in a better position to quit
the next time around.
The decision not to smoke is one
of the most important decisions you
can ever make. Many believe it is
the single most important lifestyle
choice you can make to live healthier and longer.
Quitting is not easy. You may
have short-term effects such as
weight gain, irritability, and anxiety. Some people try several times
before they succeed. There are
many ways to quit smoking. Some
people stop “cold turkey.” Others
benefit from step-by-step manuals, counseling, or medicines or

products that help reduce nicotine
addiction. Some people think that
switching to e-cigarettes can help
you quit smoking, but that has not
been proven.
And knowledge truly is power.
The smoker’s greatest weapon is
and always has been their vastly
superior intelligence but only if put
to work. By looking at the facts and
crunching the numbers you become
better equipped to not smoke in the
first place — or to quit!!
*****
This article is for general information only and should not be
used for the diagnosis or treatment
of medical conditions and cannot
substitute for the advice from your
medical professional. Dr. Nina has
used all reasonable care in compiling the current information but
it may not apply to you and your
symptoms. Always consult a doctor
or other health care professional
for diagnosis and treatment of
medical conditions.
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