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“I may disapprove of what you say, but I will defend to the death your right to say it” — Voltaire

Campaign ’22: GOP Primary
Money Chase for US Senate
By Chuck Muth
While I’d argue it’s not THE
most important race on the ballot in
Nevada this election cycle — in my
opinion, it’s the governor’s race —
the GOP primary for U.S. Senate is
easily the most interesting.
There are four candidates filed in
this race, but only two are viable:
Captain Sam Brown and Adam
Laxalt.
This is Laxalt’s race to lose.
Then again, so was his 2018 race
for governor.
Laxalt has two statewide campaigns under his belt — his loss
to Sisolak in 2018 and his barely

My Point
of
View
By Rolando Larraz

ADAM LAXALT
successful run for Nevada attorney
general in the “red wave” election
of 2014. So he has very high name

SAM BROWN
recognition. This in addition to
running under his famous grandfather’s (Sen. Paul Laxalt) last name

instead of his father’s (Sen. Pete
Domenici).
He’s also a DC “swamp creature.”
Adam was raised there. Went
to elite prep schools there. Worked
there. Lived there. Shopped there.
Partied there. And developed deep,
deep ties to the GOP establishment
there before moving to Nevada to
run for office a few years ago.
The Anointed One has been endorsed by Donald Trump — which
he reminds us of ad nauseum — and
other DC establishment figures.
He’s also backed by big-money,
third-party special interests — such
as the Club for Growth, which
recently dumped hundreds of thousands of dollars’ worth of mailers

into the race on his behalf.
And after tanking his gubernatorial race, Laxalt personally cashed
in, big time, on his DC connections.
According to financial disclosure reports, Laxalt has raked in
some $2.2 million through the law
firm Cooper & Kirk in DC, which
boasts as alumni Sen. Ted Cruz and
Sen. Tom Cotton, both of whom
— surprise, surprise — have also
endorsed Laxalt in the race.
In addition, Adam lists income
from Breitbart News which, I’m
sure coincidentally (not), has run
a series of puff-pieces on his campaign.
And if that’s not enough, he’s
also aligned himself with, and has
(See Senate Money Chase, Page 2)

By Chuck Muth
The final campaign finance reports for the 2022 primary election
have now been filed and over the
next few days I’ll be taking a look
at some of the GOP primary races
to see where the various campaigns
stack up.
Let’s start with Nevada’s 4th
Congressional District…
There are three candidates:
Assemblywoman Annie Black
(disclaimer: a client), Sam Peters
and Chance Bonaventura.
Chance jumped into the race
right after the first of the year. He
reported raising just $6,500 and
only has $441 cash-on-hand. Nice
guy, solid conservative… but he

ANNIE BLACK
doesn’t have a chance (no pun
intended) in this race and never
should have gotten into it.
Bright future, but let’s hope he

SAM PETERS
picks a better race at a better time
and does a better job at fundraising
the next time.
Peters, who’s been running for

CHANCE BONAVENTURA
this seat for over three years, has
developed into quite the professional politician; spinning reality
(See Money Chase, Page 0)

By Alexander Bolton
The Hill
Democrats on Capitol Hill,
fearing a deluge of migrants at the
southern border this summer, are
pressuring President Biden to back
off his decision to lift the Trump-era
Title 42 order next month.
Democrats in tough races pub-

licly criticized Biden’s decision
earlier this month, but now the
pushback is growing to include the
president’s moderate allies such
as Sen. Chris Coons (D-Del.) and
Senate Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs Committee
Chairman Gary Peters (D-Mich.).
Democratic aides on Monday

suggested the administration should
postpone the date for lifting the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention order, which is now
set for May 23, to give themselves
more time to craft a plan to deal
with an expected surge in migration.
“I don’t know what’s going to

happen, but there’s a lot of lobbying,” said a senior Senate Democratic aide, who said the easiest
solution would be to delay lifting
the order until the fall or after the
election.
“Extend it and move on,” the
source said, acknowledging that
(See Title 42 Pressure, Page 0)

Campaign ’22: The GOP Primary
Money Chase in Nevada’s CD4

Democrats pressure Biden
to back off Title 42 decision
Biden has told Obama he’s running again

By Amie Parnes
and Morgan Chalfant
The Hill
President Biden has told former
President Obama that he is planning
to run for reelection in 2024, two
sources tell The Hill.
The admission to Obama is the
latest indication that Biden is likely
to run for a second term, something
the president has spoken about
publicly.
During a press conference in
Brussels last month, he told reporters he’d be “very fortunate”
to run against his rival in the 2020

election, former President Trump.
“[Biden] wants to run and he’s
clearly letting everyone know,” said
one of the two sources familiar with
the conversations between Obama
and Biden.
The source also said that Biden,
despite his faltering approval ratings, remains the most likely Democratic candidate to defeat Trump.
This was a key part of Biden’s
salesmanship to voters as he sought
support for his 2020 bid — and a
big reason primary voters rallied to
him in South Carolina and Super
(See Biden To Run Again, Page 0)

The plan to destroy America: Cloward-Piven and Obama
By Wayne Allyn Root
I’m just back from Florida where
I had the great honor of speaking at
a “Club 45” event with two speakers — myself and President Donald
J. Trump. Thousands of tickets sold
out in 20 minutes. We had a wild,
raucous, standing-room-only crowd
inside the ballroom of the Palm
Beach Airport Hilton.
The main theme of the back-toback speeches of President Trump
and myself was A) the rigged,

stolen 2020 election and B) the
purposeful destruction of America
that is being carried out by Joe
Biden, the illegitimate president of
the United States, and his radical
handlers.
I pulled no punches. I described
Joe Biden as a “old, weak, feeble,
brain-dead sock puppet with dementia, hiding in the basement with
a mask and diapers.” As a bonus,
he’s also the most corrupt politician
(See Wayne Allyn Root, Page 2)
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Quote of the Week:

“Things could always be
better, but things could
always be worse.”
—Marla Gibbs,
from the Jefferons

Please Note:

Although the Las Vegas Tribune is open to all and sundry
opinions about what we publish,
we wish to inform all those who
choose to submit their opinions
in writing to refrain from threatening anyone about whom an
article is written or the writer of
the article. In other words, any
opinions containing threats will
not be published. We thank you
for adhering to this policy.

Mission Statement

We search for the truth, embrace the truth, and print the
truth. If we inadvertently print
something that is not true, we
will let our readers know. We are
open to documented information
to shed light on any issue of
concern to our readers. We are
of service to our community, and
it is our intention to serve our
community the best way we can.

Senate Money Chase

(Continued from Page 1)
been endorsed by, Trump’s nemesis — Senate Minority Leader
Mitch McConnell. By any and all
measures, Laxalt should be running away with this GOP primary
against Brown, a virtual unknown
before jumping into this race less
than a year ago. But he’s not.
Brown, too, moved to Nevada
a few years ago after completing
three years’ worth of painful rehab
in Texas for injuries sustained in
Afghanistan when his Humvee as
blown up by an IED and he was
set on fire with the diesel fuel that
soaked him during the explosion.
He’s a war hero. A Purple Heart
recipient. And a true inspiration to
all. However…
In the world of Nevada politics,
he’s a major underdog. No famous
political last name. No DC connections. No independent wealth. No
nothing. And yet…
In the fundraising department
Brown has matched Laxalt almost
dollar for dollar — raising over
$1 million in each of the last three

FEC reporting quarters dating back
to last summer when both got into
this race.
That wasn’t supposed to happen.
Everyone expected Laxalt would
blow Sam away (no pun intended)
in the money chase.
In fact, if the unknown Brown
was able to raise $1 million in each
quarter, you’d think Laxalt — with
all the king’s horses and all the
king’s men behind him — should
have been raking in $2-3 million
each quarter, especially considering
the recent Trump fundraising event
at Mara Lago and McConnell’s
fundraising event for him in DC.
But it’s even worse than that…
Laxalt’s 2022 first quarter report was not yet posted on the FEC
website at the time of publication,
so we don’t know all the details yet.
However, Brown’s is…and it has
some pretty impressive numbers
behind the raw fundraising total.
For example, Captain Sam’s
financial support in the latest report
includes 1,661 Nevada donors, as
well as 15,551 other donors from all

50 states. And for all three quarters
combined, Brown has attracted
3,600 donors from Nevada and
36,271 nationwide with an average
donation of $63.00.
Those are damned impressive
numbers for an unknown political novice going up against a
DC-anointed super-swamper.
It also exposes the weakness of
Laxalt’s strongest card, the Trump
card.
As I’ve noted in the past, just because you like pizza doesn’t mean
you have to like anchovies. And just
because you’re a Trump supporter
doesn’t mean you automatically
also support Laxalt.
Indeed, as the fundraising figures clearly show, a LOT of Trump
supporters are backing Brown.
Now, don’t get me wrong. The
wheels haven’t quite come off
Laxalt’s campaign apple cart. All
that DC money and all those DC
connections and those DC consultants on his campaign can still pack
a powerful punch. So Laxalt still
has to be seen as the front-runner.

However…
Sam Brown’s insurgent, grassroots-fueled campaign is a lot
stronger than anyone ever anticipated. And if any candidate was ever
poised to lose in a major upset, it’s
Adam Laxalt.
And don’t think his handlers
and benefactors don’t know it. I
received some text messages over
the past couple of days from an acquaintance who’s a veteran political
operative with DC connections who
wrote…
“The Beltway is PISSED at
Adam right now.”
Truth is, Laxalt should have
put Brown away months ago. He
hasn’t. And while Brown is still
clearly the underdog in this race,
don’t be surprised if all Laxalt’s
horses and all Laxalt’s men can’t
put The Anointed One in the winner’s circle again.
*****
Chuck Muth is president of Citizen Outreach, publisher of Nevada
News & Views and blogs at MuthsTruths.com.

My most prominent classmate
back then was Barack Hussein
Obama.
Cloward-Piven is the plan being
carried out today. But to do it these
radical communist traitors needed
to update the plan. They needed
to…
A) Have a front man who would
not scare the American voting public — a friendly, smiling, old white
man from the DC establishment.
B) Even better if he was suffering from dementia- they could
easily manipulate this pathetic old
man into signing anything they put
in front of him.
C) Then they needed to open
the borders like never before, encouraging millions of criminals and
welfare addicts to illegally come
across the border, to overwhelm
the system with crime, welfare
and debt.
D) As a bonus they could count
on all of these foreigners to overwhelm the voting system toothereby out voting American-born
citizens.
E) Throw in COVID lockdowns,
vaccine mandates, massive inflation

and communist/racist/transgender
brainwashing of our young people.
What a toxic mix.
It’s all happening in America
today under dementia sock puppet Biden. But today the plan has
been re-branded as “The Great
Reset.”
Have you seen the latest video
of Joe Biden trying to shake hands
with an invisible person that only he
sees? And then turning and walking
nowhere in particular, wandering
and mumbling to himself, while
shuffling like a 100-year old who
needs a nurse by his side.
Now everyone understands.
They used non-threatening,
white-haired Biden to convince
naive, welfare-addicted, low-information voters to vote for a harmless
grandfather, without realizing they
were really voting for the destruction of America and the end of
capitalism.
Then to make sure they won,
Democrats rigged the election in six
key battleground states with fake
mail-in ballots, together with no
Voter ID required and no signature
match. They threw in fraudulent

ballot harvesting; unguarded ballot
“drop boxes;” and they made sure
to remove Republican witnesses
from ballot counting rooms.
The American people are waking up. Everyone sees Biden for the
dementia puppet he is. Even CNN
admitted this week that Biden’s
poll numbers are the lowest of any
president in history.
Biden the puppet, propped up as
the fraudulent front man, opened
the door for the destruction of
America.
And now we have Cloward-Piven, aka “the Great
Reset.”
*****
Wayne Allyn Root is known as
“the Conservative Warrior.” “The
Great Patriot Protest & Boycott
Book” is Wayne’s new #1 bestseller.
Wayne is a CEO, entrepreneur and
host of the nationally-syndicated
“Wayne Allyn Root: Raw & Unfiltered” aired daily in Las Vegas on
KMZQ, 670 AM from 3 p.m. to 7
p.m. and the “WAR RAW” podcast.
Read Wayne’s commentaries and
see his videos at ROOTforAmerica.
com

Wayne Allyn Root
(Continued from Page 1)
in history, and owned lock, stock
and barrel by China and the Chinese
Communist Party.
I described the Democrat Party
as, “A party of evil, radical, communist, fascist, racist, Godless,
America-haters who can’t figure
out which bathroom to use… and
who believe people are like frogs…
and they can change their sex on an
hourly basis.”
I told the crowd, “We are in a
war between good and evil. This
is a battle of normal All-American patriots vs. confused, bizarre,
mentally-ill weirdos who are drunk
with power… and want to enslave
us, ban us, censor us, brainwash
us, ruin our careers and destroy
our country.
I also identified who is really
running the country — this is
the third term of Barack Obama.
Obama is the ventriloquist with his
hand up puppet Biden’s back, making Biden’s mouth move. Obama
is carrying out the plan to destroy
America with record speed.
But Obama is just an order-taker.
The order-givers are evil billionaire
communists and globalists George
Soros and Klaus Schwab, combined
with the Chinese Communist Party.
That’s who really runs America at
this moment. And every day, with
every new action, they make our
country weaker and China stronger.
I identified the actual plan they
are carrying out to destroy America- it’s called “Cloward-Piven.” I
learned it as a student at Columbia
University, Class of 1983. Cloward
and Piven were a husband-wife
professor team at Columbia.
My classmates back then all
bragged about being Marxists,
communists, socialists and globalists. They all had an intense hatred
for America, American exceptionalism, capitalism, White people,
and most of all- conservatives.
They bragged about their goal
to destroy America with Cloward-Piven, by overwhelming
the system with welfare and debt,
thereby causing a collapse of the
U.S. economy.
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NV GOP gov-hopeful vows to proclaim state of emergency for
CCSD in response to recent student-on-teacher sexual assault
“Our dysfunctional public school system is endangering almost half a million school children, their families, and communities.”

By Victoria Giampa
Las Vegas Tribune
Wednesday, Candidate for Nevada Governor Joey Gilbert delivered an announcement at a local
high school vowing to proclaim
state of emergency powers over an
entire state’s public school system.
Gilbert takes aim at violence in
the schools across the state in response to a recent student-on-teacher sexual assault.

Below is Gilbert’s speech:
We’re here at Eldorado High
School today because of some recent tragic events that took place.
And I’ll just start by saying that
when I began my campaign for
governor, the two immediate needs
were to work for honest elections
and to stop Governor Sisolak’s
illegal, unconstitutional, ineffective
and quite frankly ridiculous mask
and vaccination mandates, along
with the testing of our healthy children and the quarantine of them.
I continued fighting on both of
those fronts, but my number one
long-term campaign goal has always been fixing Nevada’s broken
public school system… because the
failure of our schools [is at] the
root of every other challenge our
state faces.
I called this press conference
today because our statewide public school system has become so
academically dysfunctional and
so behaviorally dangerous and
out of control that something must
be done. I have a proven plan that
will quickly solve this statewide
school problem that I’ll be sharing
in a few minutes. Now, the sexual
assault and attempted murder of a
Clark County High School teacher
last week in her classroom…by a
student was the last straw.
Not just Las Vegas residents
but Nevadans in all counties are
at the breaking point regarding
our state and local government’s
complete inability to provide safe
and academically effective schools
for our children. Nevada residents
are fearful about the growing
and serious incidents of drug
abuse and school violence both
student-on-student and studentson-staff. They are angry that the
most recent test scores show that
70 to 95 percent of our children
are functionally illiterate, learning
almost nothing…not prepared to
live independent lives, acquire
quality employment, or contribute
to their communities. Nevadans are
frustrated that in spite of paying
huge salary packages to Nevada
school leaders, our state has [had]

the worst-in-the-nation schools for
over a decade; and the sad thing is,
they’re getting worse by the day.
The Clark County superintendent’s insincere and hypercritical
response to the attempted murder
of his teacher left me no choice but
to make today’s announcement.
Jesus Jara made a public display
of stating how terribly he felt for
the victimized teacher. He assured
the community that in Clark County schools, violence will not be
tolerated and students will be held
accountable for violent behavior.
Our community should ask
when Superintendent Jara… plans
to stop tolerating the violence and
the system-wide chaos. Thus far
this year, CCSD admits to taking
at least twenty-five guns away from
students on campuses and filing at
least 7,000 reports of violent school
incidents — police reports. You can
only imagine how many things happen that don’t get reported.
A few weeks ago, another CCSD
school was locked down for three
days for shootings, mob attacks,
and violent rioting; and these are
only a fraction of what has occurred
in Clark County schools every day
for the four years that Jara has
been in charge and the years before
that. Close to 50 percent of CCSD
students don’t even bother to come
to school on any given day — 50
percent!
The school district refuses to
release figures on increasing suicide attempts by students as well
as the growing number of students
or checking themselves into mental hospitals or who have totally
stopped attending school because
of extreme depression and stress
created by the school district’s complete mishandling of the COVID
mandates. A leading cause behind
this academic and behavioral
school chaos statewide are the very
same restorative discipline and
credit recovery, NRS policies, that
Jara and all our state superintendents support. The former provides
virtually no meaningful punishment
for students who verbally and
physically disrespect and abuse
each other and/or staff members.
The latter policy allows students to
attend class to do no assigned work
and still pass classes with a “C”
and receive their diplomas.
Nevada’s public school situation
statewide is nothing less than an

(Left to right) Mack Miller for Lt. Gov.,
Timothy Treffinger for District Attorney, and Mary Lim.

unarguable catastrophe. Washoe
County schools deal with every
type of incident that occurs in Clark
County. In Elko County, a high
school principal recently released
an internal staff memo expressing
his fear that they’re in danger of
losing control of their schools due
to uncontrolled staff and student
behavior.
Our dysfunctional public school
system is endangering almost half
a million Nevada school children,
their families, and communities. It
is putting at risk the public health
and safety of our entire state and
threatens to collapse our social order and Nevada’s economic future.
Last but not least, because the academic and behavioral failure has
disproportionately affected Black
and Latino students for years, it
also demands immediate investigation as a potential Civil Rights
violation.
To summarize, our public school
situation in Nevada precisely meets
the criteria of NRS 414. This provision gives the governor the right to
implement emergency powers when
local control has failed to resolve
catastrophes, including man-made
ones.
…I am announcing today to all
Nevada voters that help is on the
way if you will elect me as your
next governor. My first action upon
being sworn into office this coming
January would be to declare a state
of emergency regarding our entire
public school system which would
allow me as governor to assume
full control of it. I have a proven
plan that within weeks would immediately start to correct all of
the school-related problems I have
shared…
Our campuses would no longer
be off limits to public visitation like
they presently are. They would be
open every day for the community
to observe firsthand what’s going
on in the public schools they pay
for … Poor leaders would be replaced immediately. Never before
in our Nation has any governor
been forced to exercise emergency
powers over an entire state’s public
school system. But never before
have any state’s school and political leaders cared so little about its
children, their education and their

future. Something must be done! …
As everyone’s governor, this will be
my top priority for all our children!
…The education leaders and
politicians who created Nevada’s
overwhelming school disaster
have proven they are incapable
of solving it and this problem has
grown worse every year under
their control. The only way out of
this catastrophe is the emergency
powers and the plan I’ve outlined,
the implementation of which I will
begin on my first day of office. And
I will be providing more details in
the near future. Thank you.

A concerned mother expressed
her views in an interview:
My name is Yasenia Gonzales.
I am the mother of three children
in CCSD. One of them is in high
school; two in middle school. I
am here in support of stopping the
violence in the school district because — like I mentioned — I have
three kids in Clark County. One
of them is in high school, and my
youngest, who is in middle school,
at Findlay Middle School, was the
victim of battery with substantial
bodily harm. …
At the time, he was 11. He’s now
12. It was a very difficult process
in finding the perpetrator because
the foster parents were not cooperating. We are going to trial now in
June. We’ve had really no justice.
This is a… I call it a pandemic within the walls of the schools because
it’s a plague — it’s everywhere.
My son has special needs; he has
autism. He was a victim of bullying.
I had warned the school telling
them that there was a problem
going on. The school did nothing
to support my child. They did not

do formal investigations like they
were supposed to. The day before,
he was supposed to be given an
aide to basically accompany him
during lunch. The day after, he
was attacked. He was the victim of
a very brutal — brutal — attack.
There’s video of it which … which
we as parents are entitled to. …
We are entitled to video, records,
everything. I was shown the video
and this kid has no idea that there
is a video that shows him attacking
my son from behind. My son did
not know him. He’s never met him.
It was premeditated. You can see
in the video the child is pumping
himself up to attack my son from
behind… My son was punched
four to five times in the back of the
head; knocked down. My son was
unconscious for a few seconds; got
up. The next thing you know, you
see this kid with all of his strength,
you see him, just one punch, below,
to the face; and my son, being surrounded by kids. So, the whole “See
something, do something” did not
happen. Nobody protected my child.
Kids just surrounded and swore at
my child. Only one teacher told the
truth… .The school tried to make it
seem as if my son was the one that
started [it], but this one teacher
told the truth…, “Your son didn’t
do anything; he was just there.” …
We got police involved because… I
called the police. I pressed charges.
We got refused medical attention
in Urgent Care here in Las Vegas.
To me it’s disturbing, you know.
And when we got to the hospital,
we found out that he had his nose
broken. His nose was broken in
half. At that time, I let the officers
know… I let them know everything.
They have pictures. They have the
documents from the hospital, and
it shows… he had a fracture. After
that… we had a follow-up with
specialists… His nose was still
broken… . [M]y son was afraid. He
did not want to go back to school.
And this is where we’re at now;
and now we have a teacher. So, to
me it’s really sad what happened
to this teacher, but why does it
have to take a very horrible crime
to happen to a teacher for them to
say, okay, we need to do something?
We’ve… come to board meetings
saying, hey, they’ve been bullied,
they’ve been attacked, they’ve had
death threats, and it just goes in one
ear, out the other. We don’t really
have anybody backing us up.
… So, we pulled my [children]
from that school [and put them] into
a school where they’re actually really happy. They’re doing very well
there. ... In my opinion, I don’t care
what anybody has to say. At the end
of the day, I’m my child’s mother. I
know what’s best for my child. I’m
the one that makes the decisions —
not the school district. It’s my voice;
not theirs. So, that’s where we’re at.
…[R]estorative justice does not
apply here. Restorative justice, if
it’s a little behavior thing, fine. But
when a felony crime is committed,
there has to be accountability at the
end of the day.
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Las Vegas Japanese Community Church
hosts school board trustee campaign kickoff
By Victoria Giampa and
“Brother Leo Mc” Leo McDaniels
Las Vegas Tribune
John Carlo and the church promoted the event last Friday as an
official launch for Clark County
School District Trustee, along with
other potential candidates who
spoke to supporters and voters:

Stan Hyt for Sheriff
The reason I want to be sheriff
of Clark County is to protect our
constitutional rights. I definitely
want to protect us from crime in
the city, but I also want to protect
us from government overreach. I
just think it’s very imperative that
we have somebody in the sheriff’s
office that will stick up for us and
not let the police be used to shut
down our churches, or close our
non-essential businesses, or take
away our guns. I think it’s very
important that the sheriff stand up.
There are a lot of things I want
to do while sheriff: investigate
sex trafficking…election integrity,
homelessness, and sanctuary city
policies. There are many things that
the sheriff is responsible for, but he
does not answer to the governor.
He does not answer to the federal
government. The sheriff is the highest legal authority; and if you want
somebody to stand up for you…that
will be the sheriff.

Mindy Robinson
(Lib.) for AD-35
I see a room full of candidates
and no politicians, and that is also
a good thing. I’ve known you guys
because we’ve been fighting for
our rights and screaming at our
elected officials who are never by
our side, who never obey the Constitution, who don’t listen to us. And
I’ve been dragged off trying to get
them to, and now we’re all taking
action. It’s not just me because if
I win, I’m useless. We all have to

right there with the kids; and we
see them suffering, and the families. You guys know this. So, I’m
telling you, please come and talk
to us teachers. We know what the
problem is. That’s what I’m running
on. So, that’s who I am.

(Left to right) Rachel Pauia for AD-21; Jaqueline Alvidrez for State Senate D-21; John Cardiff for Secretary
of State; John Carlo for CCSD School Board Trustee D-3; Stan Hyt for Sheriff; Ken Cavanaugh (Lib.) for
U.S. House of Rep. (D-1); Mindy Robinson (Lib.) for AD-35; Chris Cunningham (Lib.) for State Senate
(D-10); and Drew Johnson for Clark County Commission (D-F)
win our seats. We all have to make
a difference.
There are a lot of other people
that want to see the best for Nevada… And I just really want to go
back to the Constitution. I want my
First Amendment rights, my Second, [and] I want everything that
we’re supposed to have because
we are a constitutional republic.
We are not a mob rule democracy.
And we need to get back to that…
We are people and our rights
are all our rights. And there’s this
extreme minority of people that
have power and money and that is
what we’re up against. But we have
numbers, we have motivation, and
we have conviction.

Drew Johnson for
Clark County Commission (D-F)
I’m running because you make
better decisions in government
about the issues that impact your
lives. So about twenty years ago,
right before I started grad school,
I decided to dedicate my life to advancing liberty, to advancing personal freedom, and I’ve done that
almost every single day of my life.
About eight years ago, my wife
and I decided we wanted to move
to Nevada because we also heard
it has minimal taxes and maximum
freedom, and when we got here, it
turns out, we were lied to. We didn’t
realize…here on the county level,
there aren’t minimal taxes. In fact,
we got a situation where Justin

Jones, who’s the person I’m running
against, actually took a tax that
was… sunsetting, and said, “We
need that money worse than you
do,” and this was last summer when
everybody was out of a job, inflation
was starting to really boom, when
we were paying more for our gas,
[and] he said, “We’ve got to take
more of that money.”
And it’s just ridiculous that
you’re promised that a tax is going
to end and it doesn’t because of
people like Justin Jones. People
like Justin Jones are the reason why
we’ve got the Harry Reid International Airport rather than the Las
Vegas International Airport.
…Once I’m elected, the very
first proposal that I’m going to put
forward is that we rename the airport to the ‘Las Vegas International
Airport.’ It took the taxpayers’ hardearned dollars to have that name
recognition around the world… In
twenty years nobody will know who
Harry Reid is.
To Stan’s point earlier, the reason that made me get into this
race is because Justin Jones said,
“I’m going to take away your First
Amendment rights. I’m not going
to allow you to speak out against
this vaccine, speak out against
mask mandates, and I’m going to
threaten you with government action, with police force if you dare
go against what I’m saying.” So, I
thought that — I spent twenty years
giving good lawmakers good ideas.
We don’t have a good lawmaker.
We’ve got seven lefty Dems, seven
very progressive socialist types,
and we’ve got a chance to elect one
Republican and it’s District F. The
other three people running against
me as Republicans in the Republican primary have never voted in a
Republican primary in their entire
life, and I’ve spent twenty years of
my life dedicated to the cause of
limited government and personal
freedom.

Chris Cunningham
(Lib.) for State Senate D-10
I’ve lived in Nevada for five
years now. I’m looking to run as
Nevada’s State Senator for District
10. And I am not a politician.
I was totally fed up with the
government. I’ve basically been a
life insurance agent for the last five
years and helping, consulting —
working as a consultant for small
businesses and local insurance
agencies, not only here, but across
the country. And one of the reasons
that kind of prompted me to run was
this erosion of trust from not only
the federal government you see but
also in Carson City as well. And
also, too, I just want to hold some
of these officials accountable that
are here in Carson City and just try
to make a change here.

Rachel Puaina
for State (AD-21)
I’m a teacher… About four or
five years ago, I moved my family
out here … I lasted about a year and
a half to be honest because it was
that terrible. I made it in three years
at Compton Unified, and CCSD is
the one that chased me away… I
wanted to quit teaching because
it was that bad … I’ve been there,
seen it, lived it, [am] still living it.
…[O]ne of the things you probably saw was Dr. Jara [CCSD Supt.
Jesus F. Jara] — he dropped the
restorative justice and that’s where
it started to go downhill. We’re

Helen F. Oseguera
for County Assessor
I’m Helen Oseguera and I’m
running for Clark County Assessor
and we’re on the subject of taxes.
Guess what that means? That
means I watch over the property
taxes, and our property lines, and
our boundaries; and we also check
the tax bills where all that money is
supposed to be going.
I have two sons. One was in
the Navy. One did join the Army
and he couldn’t stay in because of
medical reasons. He was forced
to get a shot while he was in class
online. He was told he had to get a
shot to finish his degree. He doesn’t
go back because he doesn’t want to
go to school there. My other son…
He’s living in the worst state in the
world, Washington State, and he’s
dealing with a lot too, but he’s also
in the Navy. His GI bill is gone
because of the pandemic.
But the point is: I ran for office
because we had 19 uncontested
seats… When we started to check
out all the different positions that
were open, my district which is
also Billy’s District G, okay, I was
thinking about running for that
district, and then somebody else
stepped up. And instead of splitting
the vote three ways, I decided to run
for County Assessor. So, it’s a big
position … I’m going to need all
your help. But I am for the people
always — all the time. I used to be
a volunteer for Joey Gilbert and I’d
rather be doing that than this; but
I know I had to step up, and that’s
why I’m doing this today.
Ken Cavanaugh (Lib.)
for U.S. House Rep. (D-1)
I’m just like an everyday person.
I’m a telecommunications engineer.
I intend to pull the plug on the
place. About 85 percent of the United States government is operating
outside of the Constitution. And
when you send me to Washington
DC, you’re going to see a bunch of
repeal bills, shutdown bills, closure
bills, things that I’m actually going
to be transferring out to the states
like the Federal Interstate Highway
(See Campaign Kickoff, Page 6)
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Campaign Kickoff
(Continued from Page 5)
Program... give it to the states…
Anyway, my name is Ken Cavanaugh. You’ve never heard of me
because I’m not a political creature
— until now. It’s time to save America. So, I’m standing up out of my
retirement, my stay- at-home, enjoy-my-life retirement and running
for United States Congress ‘cause
you guys need a weapon there to get
the federal government out of your
way here in Nevada.

Norman William “Billy” Mitchell,
County Commissioner (D-G)
I’m ex-military. I grew up here
in Vegas. This is my home. I mean,
driving over here today, I’m going
Wow! What memories! I graduated
from Las Vegas High School right
up the street here. The old Las Vegas High School.
Like I said, I served in the
military. I was a teacher for seven
years. I taught at Bridger Middle
School. And I coached football and
I taught at Coronado High School
in Henderson. So, when we talk
about the school district and the
issues, I’ve seen it ﬁrsthand.
I am Hispanic. I hold it in my
heart. My grandmother was the
ﬁrst generation from Mexico. So,
I support the Latino community.
And education is really where it’s
at. That’s where it starts. I look
forward to working with JC once
he’s in there to hold Clark County

accountable.
The problem right now is this:
They’re saying there’s nothing they
can do. When I say “they,” you’re
talking seven county commissioners
in Clark County. They keep saying
there’s nothing they can do; it’s out
of our hands.
The standards are actually
approved through the state, which
if you’re a teacher, you know you
have specific standards that are
the minimum standards depending
on every topic. The STEM thing
[Science, Technology, Engineering
and Math] is a farce. All they’re
doing is implementing science and
math into the CTE [Career and
Technical Education] programs and
they’re having them take over those
programs because those programs,
a lot of that money comes from
Federal Perkins Grants [Carl D.
Perkins] which means it does not
come from the state level funding
which is supposedly 60 percent of
our tax dollars.
Nobody is actually tracking this
money. What’s going on with all the
marijuana money? They approved
the marijuana.
It’s literally going up in smoke,
right. So, what I’m telling you is:
You elect me in here, get me in
there, I can tell you one thing — I’m
deﬁnitely going to piss some people
off. I didn’t ﬁght two wars for this
sh*t. This is my home. This is not
just my country. This is my home.
You’ll see my campaign, it’s
starting to kick off social media and
everything. I’m your voice. Not only
that, I want you guys to reach out
to me. And if you reach out to me,
I guarantee you, I will get back to
you. It’s not going to be somebody, a
volunteer, or anybody else because
you know what the solutions are.
You’re in the trenches. I value that
and we need to all come together
and take our community back.
The corruption’s deﬁnitely there.
The only way you’re going to get

Money Chase
(Continued from Page 1)
a Tasmanian devil and misleading
voters like there’s no tomorrow.
On Saturday he posted a claim
on social media: “BREAKING:
Sam Peters leads in fundraising
2:1!” He goes on to claim he raised
$637,000, compared to “Other Candidate” (Black) at $327,000.
But that doesn’t tell the real, let
alone true, story.
According to his campaign
ﬁnance reports ﬁled with the FEC
(Federal Elections Commission),
Peters has actually only raised
$502,001 for all of 2021, plus
the first quarter of 2022. That’s
$135,000 less than he (and/or his
consultant) claimed in his social
media boast.
But it’s even worse than that…
Peters also reports owing
$96,037 for “Debts/Loans Owed
by the Committee.” That’s not
“fundraising.” That’s “borrowing.”
Which takes him down to $405,964
total actually raised for the race.
And then there’s his expenses.
Remember, it’s not how much
your raise, but how much you net.
If, say, you raise $100, but spend
$75 on advertising (you know,
those annoying digital ads and
fundraising emails) and other costs
to raise that money, you actually
only have $25, not $100, to spend
on your campaign. And according
to his FEC report, Peters has spent
$275,883 on expenses, including
consultants, and has $229,450
cash-on-hand remaining as we enter the ﬁnal 60 days of the primary
campaign.
But it’s even worse than that.
Let’s look at the ﬁgures for the ﬁrst
quarter of this year after Black got
into the race…
According to Peters’ FEC report,
he raised $134,548 from January
1, 2022 through March 31, 2022.
However, he spent $159,688 and
reports having $203,531 cash-on-

hand. But then you also have to
deduct the $96,037 in debts/loans
he still owes. So the remaining
cash for the campaign is actually
just $107,494.
Now let’s look at Black…
Again, Black didn’t get into the
race until the ﬁrst of THIS year,
not three years ago. And in her ﬁrst
quarter (January 1 — March 31),
Black reported raising $327,264.
That compares to the $134,548
Peters raised in the same period
of time.
So if you compare apples to
apples, Black actually outraised
Peters by almost two and a half
times! Which makes it clear and obvious that those folks who invest in
campaigns are far more supportive
of Black’s candidacy than Peters’
now that she’s in.
Hang on it gets better (OK,
worse for Peters) …
Black only reportedly spent
$34,715, compared to Peters’ expenditures of $159,688. In addition,
Black doesn’t report any debts or
loans owed. So her ending cashon-hand is $292,548, as compared
to Peters’ $107,494 (after deducting
the debts/loans he still owes).
So in reality, as we enter the ﬁnal
leg of the CD4 GOP primary race,
Black has a 3:1 money advantage
over Peters.

corruption out is get out the career
politicians. This is our country. We
need to take it back. Normal people
who care about their families and
future generations are the ones who
need to step up. And that’s what
we’re doing. And that’s why you’re
going to see a red wave throughout
the whole country, and they know
it’s coming. …
Jacqueline (Jackie) Alvidrez
(Dem.) for State Senate D-21
I’m running for State Senate 21
which encompasses like east Las
Vegas and going into the Lake Las
Vegas area.
So, one of the things that I want
to do when I become a state senator
is… to legalize gold and silver and
crypto currency. We have an issue
with inﬂation, and I think that we
need to have the community diversify out of the collapse in ﬁat currency
and go into different alternatives of
sound money.
And third, there are a lot of
regulations that are affecting our
small businesses. So, I would like
to start going through all these
regulations and... I think we should
be doing something similar to what
the Trump Administration did…
removing ones that were obsolete.

John Carlo for CCSD
School Board Trustee (D-G)
I want to be an elected ofﬁcial
who you guys know. I want… this
needs to be about building our

While politicians lie, figures
don’t.
And while a recent poll showed
Peters slightly ahead in the race, the
poll also showed that 2/3 of likely
voters remain “undecided.” That’s
deﬁnitely not a good sign for Peters,
who’s been running for the seat
for three YEARS while Black has
only been running for it for three
MONTHS.
Momentum is clearly on Black’s
side. She’s surging while Peters
appears to be petering out. And
remember, when it comes to elections it’s how you ﬁnish, not how
you start.
Now, since your eyes may already be a bit glazed over with all
these facts and ﬁgures, I’ll close
this point with an example from
sports…
On January 3, 2019, the St. Louis Blues were in last place with the
WORST record in the entire NHL.
Just ﬁve months later, they won the
professional hockey championship
and hoisted the Stanley Cup.
Black is looking like the Blues.
Peters is looking like he has them.
Stand by. More to come…
*****
Chuck Muth is president of
Citizen Outreach, publisher of
Nevada News & Views and blogs
at MuthsTruths.com
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community. This needs to be about
transparency.
I was born in...Houston, Texas. I
grew up in the South in North Carolina. When I was a kid, my mother
took off out of Texas without telling
my father where she was going…
I also grew up in a broken home.
I’ve worked with hundreds… if
not thousands of children. I didn’t
get paid for it. This is the calling of
God in my life. That does not matter,
but I was working with these kids.
I was visiting them in their homes.
We were picking up buses, bringing
them to church, taking them to Sunday school. This was the ministry
God called me to… And then, I was
at my house one day, looking on
YouTube, and I started seeing all
these teachers that were outraged.
Some of them were losing their jobs.
They were promised that they would
have their jobs. They lost their jobs.
And then after the election was
stolen November 3rd, the patriots
and I, we started attending board
meetings, which I never even knew
there was such a thing as a board
meeting.
I never knew we had a chance
to go in there to investigate and
basically audit these county entities. So, I started going to school
board meetings. I started realizing
the corruption. I saw Clark County
School District Trustees not listening to the parents. And I saw an
increase of violence… But my ﬁrst
thing that I will do in Clark County
School District is I will appreciate
the teachers. The teachers come
ﬁrst in my opinion, because for one
thing, they don’t have to be in that
classroom, but the student does.
The student has to be there. And
before we could start teaching the
children, we have to provide safety
measures for the teachers and for
the students. I would like a metal
detector at every school — one
way in and one way out. So, that
they know who’s in the building,
and you’ll be able to monitor that.
By the way, our CCSD School
Board did not issue a report on
drugs in the Clark County School
District. When the CCSD PD went
to report on violence, they reported
on violence, but you never heard
anything about drugs… And then,
these judges, they’re letting some
of these kids get off; I know that
for a fact.

And we also have to get rid of
the cell phones. Parents, you will
have to wait because we’re going
to be educating your children. They
don’t need a phone when they’re in
school. We’re going to make sure
that these kids are learning, and
they’re not killing each other… So,
we will get rid of the cell phones.
I want a metal detector. I want a
drug dog — I mean, I also want a
dog to be snifﬁng for gun powder
because they can — I mean, God
forbid, unless they bring a ghost
gun, which is a plastic gun, into the
school, but the drug dog could smell
the gun powder. That is why we
need a dog; and that is my priority
as a Constitutionalist: life, liberty
and the pursuit of happiness. We
believe in the protection of human
rights, and we have to make sure
that under my watch we will not
have a school shooting. God forbid
that ever happens.
We have to increase security in
the schools. And I will rule with
an iron ﬁst. And I will break — because when you’re a cowboy and
you’re breaking in that horse, you
gotta break that horse. Right now
we got a wild horse in CCSD. And
we got to break that horse, and
that’s with an iron ﬁst. That’s what
I promise to do. We will also make
new curriculums. I want these kids
being ready to work at age 14. Very
simple life skills that we can give to
these children. How about mechanics school? Trade schools? Guys,
it’s common sense. These hotels,
we need to be training these kids
for hospitality in high school and
middle school. We could be saving
these hotels millions of dollars for
training of their associates, their
employees. We need to be teaching
these kids — why not have these
kids cooking? I like the idea of having each student have one semester
of cooking so that they serve their
own students, they serve their own
peers.
We want a better curriculum. We
want real life education that’s going
to help these children… We will not
have mandates! No mandates for
teachers! No masks for children!
And this governor will not boss
around the school district while I’m
there. I will never vote for that —
ever. We will not have critical race
theory. I don’t believe in changing
American History. We need to preserve American History…

Stavros ANTHONY
for Lieutenant Governor

As Lieutenant Governor, Stavros Anthony will
focus on economic development with an emphasis
on small business, public safety across the state
and safe communities, promoting and advancing
tourism, and oversight of the Nevada State Senate.
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Republicans hail proposal to impose
committee term limits on both parties

By Emily Brooks
The Hill
A proposal by House Republicans to add term limits for committee chairs and ranking members to
House rules if they win back control
of the chamber is getting some
enthusiastic support from GOP
lawmakers with a side of hesitation.
Punchbowl News reported Monday that the House GOP is considering such a change, which would
block several senior Democrats
from keeping their top committee
spots next year and force other
Democrats out of coveted top slots.
The House Republican Conference already has a longtime internal
rule that prohibits members from
serving more than three consecu-

tive terms as a ranking member or
chair of a committee, but the House
Democratic Caucus does not limit
how long a lawmaker may serve in
those roles on a panel.

The proposal won praise from
Rep. Tim Burchett (R-Tenn.), who
backs legislation to amend the
Constitution to impose term limits
on all members of Congress.

(Continued from Page 1)
Super Tuesday states where he
sealed his status as the Democratic
front-runner.
“I believe he thinks he’s the only
one who can beat Trump. I don’t
think he thinks there’s anyone in
the Democratic party who can
beat Trump and that’s the biggest
factor,” the source familiar with the
Obama-Biden talks said.
Biden and Obama had lunch
together earlier this month, but it
is unclear exactly when the two
discussed 2024.
The White House did not provide comment on the conversations between Biden and Obama.
A Biden adviser pointed to the
president’s public comments that
he intends to run again.
Beyond the rough political
winds and poor approval ratings,
it is Biden’s age that has fueled
questions about his future.
Biden, 79, was the oldest president to take office at 78 and would
be 82 at the start of his second term,
should he successfully seek one.
A CNBC survey released last
week found that only 38 percent of
Americans approve of the job that
Biden is doing as president, while
53 percent disapprove. On the economy specifically, Biden gets lower
marks, with 35 percent approving
of his job handling the economy
and 60 percent disapproving.
A FiveThirtyEight average of
recent polls puts Biden’s approval
rating at just under 42 percent.
Still, the environment could look
different by the start of next year.
The White House and outside economists expect inflation to begin to
ease. More Americans are getting
back to their normal lives during the

pandemic. That could put Biden on
better footing heading into the 2024
campaign season.
“He can recover,” said Basil
Smikle, a Democratic strategist and
director of Hunter College’s public
policy program. “A lot will depend
on the outcome of the midterms.
If Democrats don’t fare very well,
he’ll be going into 2024 from a
position of weakness, if you will.”
Barbara Perry, director of presidential studies at the University
of Virginia’s Miller Center, noted
that a handful of modern presidents
have recovered from challenging
times to successfully seek reelection, including former Presidents
George W. Bush, Clinton and
Obama.
Obama, Perry noted, had a difficult first two years in office with
the recession, a slow recovery and
turmoil surrounding the legislative
battle over the Affordable Care Act.
Others, like former Presidents
Carter, who also grappled with
staggering inflation, and Trump,
were unable to come back from low
points to win a second term.
“There’s good news and there’s
bad news for Biden,” Perry said.
Biden has said publicly on multiple occasions that he plans to seek
reelection, but he has been clear
that those plans could be disrupted
by “fate.”
“I’m a great respecter of fate,”
Biden said during an interview with
ABC’s David Muir in December.
“Fate has intervened in my life
many, many times. If I’m in the
health I am in now, if I’m in good
health, then in fact I would run
again.”
Asked if he would do so even
if it meant a rematch with Trump,

Biden smiled: “You’re trying to
tempt me now.”
“Sure. Why would I not run
against Donald Trump if he were
the nominee?” he answered. “That
would increase the prospect of
running.”
More recently during a press
conference, Biden also affirmed
that Vice President Harris would
be his running mate.
John Anzalone, Biden’s 2020
pollster, suggested during a recent
Politico interview that Biden is
the only candidate who can go up
against Trump and win if he runs
again.
“You go head-to-head and Joe
Biden’s always ahead of him. Not
by a lot — 1 or 2 points. People
don’t want the chaos,” Anzalone
told the publication. “Even at his
lowest approval rating, he still beats
Donald Trump.”
Still, allies say they’re concerned
about Biden’s current standing.
Unite the Country, a super PAC
formed by longtime Biden loyalists,
has recently been running television
ads in key states such as Pennsylvania and Arizona to help boost the
president’s numbers ahead of the
midterm elections.
And some have expressed worries about the sparse field of Democrats who can run if Biden doesn’t.
“Biden is the best choice, but
there’s a concern that the Democrats don’t have a strong bench,”
said Smikle, who added that there
are still broader worries about
Biden’s standing with younger
voters and dampened enthusiasm.
Smikle also argued that the
Democrats aren’t doing enough to
groom Harris to be the next standard-bearer of the party after Biden

Biden To Run Again

“Putting term limits on committee leadership ensures we’re putting
the best players in these powerful
positions every single term,” Burchett said. “Republicans have been
doing this for years, but Democrats
have been content to hand these
roles to whichever members have
been in Washington the longest.”
A GOP lawmaker who did not
want to be identified heard about
the proposal for the first time on
Monday morning and said that
House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.) has not discussed
the idea with the conference yet.
“My own view, and I suspect the
view of many rank-and-file members, is that it would be a very good
idea. As a general premise, we (con-

servatives) believe in merit-based
leadership appointments, and not
seniority,” the lawmaker said.
If adopted, such a rule would
prompt a wave of committee leadership turnover among Democrats,
some of whom have served as their
party’s top leaders on powerful
panels for decades.
Rep. Nydia Velázquez (N.Y)
has led Democrats on the House
Small Business Committee since
1998, while House Homeland Security Committee Chairman Bennie
Thompson (D-Miss.) has held his
party’s top spot on that panel since
2005. Rep. Adam Smith (Wash.)
rose to being the top Democrat on
the House Armed Services Com(See Term Limits, Page 9)

leaves office.
“Is she being used to push out
Democrats’ messaging effectively
in key areas? A lot of Democrats
don’t see it but would welcome
it,” he said.
The source familiar with the
talks between Biden and Obama
said, meanwhile, that many Democrats are skeptical of Harris’s
chances of winning in 2024. “People think she has no shot, which has
to keep him as the guy.”
Harris said during an NBC interview at the start of the year that
she wasn’t interested in “high-class

gossip” about 2024 and previously
said she and Biden hadn’t talked
about the next presidential election,
choosing instead to focus on the
issues at hand.
One longtime Biden ally said the
president has been clear about his
intentions all along.
“If you want to know what he’s
thinking, he’ll probably just tell
you,” the source said. “He doesn’t
hide the ball well. Every indication
I have is that he’s planning on running again.
“He has real concerns about who
can beat Donald Trump.”

Title 42 Pressure
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(Continued from Page 1)
Republicans are winning the messaging
war over Biden’s border policy right how.
“It shows how much the right drives the
discourse.”
A second Senate Democratic aide predicted the Biden administration would reverse
course before the May 23 deadline.
“I think it is almost certain they will either
have to change their ruling on Title 42 or
come up with something else that is going to
address what will otherwise be a very critical
problem at the border,” the aide said. “Seeing
how we’ve been unable to come up with a
successful Plan B over the past two years …
I think pushing back the Title 42 rescission is
probably the more likely outcome.”
A Morning Consult-Politico poll published this month showed that 56 percent
of registered voters nationwide oppose the
decision to lift the Trump-era border control,
making it Biden’s most unpopular move so
far.
Biden is feeling pressure from Democrats
in tough reelection races, such as Sens. Mark
Kelly (Ariz.), Maggie Hassan (N.H.) and
Catherine Cortez Masto (Nev.). Kelly and
Hassan, two of the most vulnerable Democratic incumbents, spent time at the border
during the first week of the April recess.
“Our front-line personnel need significant
additional numbers, people on the ground
at the border. They need more technology.
They need access roads and, in some places,
they need physical barriers,” Hassan told
WMUR News9, a New Hampshire television station, while visiting Arizona. “The
administration really needs to step up here,
develop a plan and get more resources to the
southern border.”
Coons, who is seen as one of Biden’s
closest allies on Capitol Hill, made a splash
over the weekend when he said the lifting of
Title 42 should be reconsidered in light of
rising COVID-19 infections.
“In the region where I’m from, we’re
seeing infections rise. I think Philadelphia,
for example, just returned to a mask mandate.
So my hope is that that will be reconsidered
appropriately,” Coons said on CBS’s “Face
the Nation.”
Democratic strategists say it was a significant development, given how close Coons
is to the president.
“When Coons breaks, it’s a big deal,”

noted one Democratic strategist, who warned
that Biden may not get a COVID-19 supplemental spending bill passed until he revises
his border policy.
“They absolutely have to change this.
They can’t get the COVID relief bill done
until they change this,” said the strategist
who requested anonymity to discuss tensions
between Senate Democrats and the Biden
administration. “You’re going to start seeing
every moderate doing this, making this their
issue because you have to break with the
administration.”
Senate Majority Leader Charles Schumer
(D-N.Y.) fought off an effort to vote on an
amendment to keep Title 42 in place shortly
before the Senate left for a two-week recess.
Republicans insisted it be considered as
an amendment to a $10 billion COVID-19
relief package, something Schumer avoided
by postponing the bill until after the recess.
Peters, who is also chairman of the Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee, on
Monday floated the possibility of keeping
Title 42 in place a while longer.
“Unless we have a well-thought-out plan,
I think it is something that should be revisited
and perhaps delayed. I’m going to defer judgment on that until I give the administration
the opportunity to fully articulate what that
plan is,” he told reporters.
Peters said vulnerable senators such as
Kelly, Hassan and Cortez Masto are right to
raise concerns.
“I think they’re right to raise questions.
This is a very serious issue. They need to ask
questions. I’m asking those questions as well,
and we’ll look forward to hearing directly

from the secretary in the near term,” he said,
referring to Homeland Security Secretary
Alejandro Mayorkas.
Democratic strategists say the pressure
Biden is feeling from members of his own
party is getting stronger.
“It strikes me that what started as a handful
of voices in the party, mostly southern border
state senators like Sen. Sinema, Sen. Kelly,
Sen. Cortez Masto, has turned into a chorus
of Democratic senators pushing the administration to pump the brakes here,” said John
LaBombard, a Democratic strategist and former aide to Sen. Kyrsten Sinema (D-Ariz.).
Vulnerable Democrats are scrambling to
distance themselves from Biden’s Title 42
decision and demanding the administration
delay action until it has a plan for dealing
with a summer migrant surge.
“It’s going to be a crisis,” Kelly warned
after visiting the border.
He wants the administration to provide a
plan for bussing and housing migrants and
more judges to hear the asylum requests of
refugees entering the country.
Kelly has introduced legislation with Hassan, Sinema and Sen. Jon Tester (D-Mont.)
to delay the termination of Title 42 for at
least 60 days.
Sinema and other Democrats are pointing
to the Biden administration’s decision to extend the COVID-19 public health emergency
and the federal transportation mask mandate
as a good reason to also delay lifting the Title
42 health order.
Cortez Masto is warning the administration is unprepared for a surge in migration at
the southern border.

“I think it’s just wrong to do it without a
detailed plan. We always know right around
summer there’s a surge,” she said earlier
this month.
She and other vulnerable Democrats are
scrambling for ways to distance themselves
from the president. It may be the best strategy
for keeping their seats in November, when
Republicans are expected to make big gains
in the House and possibly flip the Senate as
well.
Jon Ralston, CEO of the Nevada Independent and a longtime commentator on
Nevada politics, said Cortez Masto “is going
to pick her spots to distance herself from the
administration.
“This is just the beginning of that,” he
predicted.
The fight over Title 42 could keep the
COVID-19 relief package bottled up in the
Senate for a few weeks, and Biden could
spare Schumer a fight by changing his policy,
which would give Democrats a good reason
not to vote for the amendment.
“I would describe it as a win-win if the
administration were to decide that more
time is needed. I think that’s something that
a lot of senators in both parties have pointed
out, that more time is needed to put a time
in place,” said LaBombard. “It would pave
the way for an informed, robustly supported
plan [to handle a border surge] to be in place
on Day One and … would also allow for,
hopefully, for expedited passage of critical
COVID relief funding. This is all connected.”
“This is one that strikes me as a no-brainer,” he said. “We all know that Title 42 was
never meant to be permanent, but that doesn’t
mean that we have to lift it without it having
a really effective, informed plan in place.”
Morgan Jackson, a prominent Democratic
strategist based in North Carolina, cautioned
that Democratic candidates can’t afford to not
pay attention to the issue.
“Democrats have to be smart, Democrats
have to make decisions and they have to meet
voters where they are and understand what
voters’ perceptions of issues are,” he said.
“It’s why you see Democrats asking the administration to reconsider this order because
they’re trying to meet voters where they are.”
But he also said the administration’s border policy is a bigger concern to Republican
voters and that most swing voters are more
worried about the economy and inflation.

(Continued from Page 8)
mittee in 2005.
But some are not convinced that such
a move is in the best interest of the GOP
conference.
“It’s a good way to get back at bad actors
like Bennie Thompson, who definitely earned
it. But I don’t see why we’d want less stale
and overbearing Democrat leadership. The
rule mismatch is one reason GOP leaders are
younger and more responsive,” one House
GOP aide told The Hill.
Younger and newer House Democrats
have long expressed discontent about a lack
of term limits for the party’s top officials on
committees, arguing that the current system
provides few opportunities for advancement
and prevents new ideas from being injected
into policymaking.
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.)
said in 2018 that she was “sympathetic” to
those concerns.
“It’s a good rule. We don’t want Demo-

crats to have better rules,” the GOP aide said.
A rule change could also be a way for
Republicans to play hardball with Democrats
in response to stripping Reps. Marjorie Taylor
Greene (R-Ga.) and Paul Gosar (R-Ariz.) of
their committee assignments.
Greene was kicked off the House Budget
and Education and Labor committees over
her past incendiary remarks and social media
activity that appeared to endorse violence
against Democrats that included liking a
comment calling for Pelosi’s assassination.
Gosar was removed after he posted an
animated video that depicted him killing Rep.
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-N.Y.).
“When the Democrats voted to remove
Republican members from committees, they
pierced the veil and justified Republican
members who want to make sure everybody’s abiding by the same rules next year,”
Burchett said.
McCarthy has previously pledged to block
some Democratic members from certain

committee assignments as payback for Democrats removing the GOP members, including
blocking Rep. Eric Swalwell (D-Calif.) from
the House Intelligence Committee over being
targeted by an alleged Chinese spy. McCarthy
also has his eye on stripping Rep. Ilhan Omar
(D-Minn.) of her spot on the House Foreign
Affairs Committee over remarks that were
seen as antisemitic.
Top Republicans have had doubts in the
past about the conference’s three-term rule
for chairs and ranking members. In the last
congressional cycle, the GOP’s term limit
rule was seen as a factor that contributed to a
wave of House Republican retirements from
top committee members who would have
been blocked from another term.
“House Republicans should allow Chairs
of Committees to remain for longer than 6
years,” former President Trump tweeted in
September 2019. “It forces great people,
and real leaders, to leave after serving. The
Dems have unlimited terms. While that has its

own problems, it is a better way to go. Fewer
people, in the end, will leave!”
Shortly after that, McCarthy reportedly
floated the idea of easing the conference’s
term limit requirement, which might have
included not counting a term as ranking
member to the three-term limit. The change
was ultimately not made.
Making such a change to House rules
could also directly impact Rep. Virginia Foxx
(N.C.), who has reportedly been lobbying for
a waiver to the term limit rule from House
GOP leaders to stay the top Republican on
the House Education and Labor Committee
for a fourth term next year.
House Ways and Means Committee ranking member Kevin Brady (Texas), the only
other Republican who would need a waiver
to the rule to stay in his top committee slot
next year, is retiring from Congress at the
end of this year.
McCarthy’s office did not respond to a
request for comment.

Term Limits

Page 10 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / April 20-26, 2022

New inflation numbers ring alarms
for Senate Democratic majority

By Alexander Bolton
The Hill
A report by the Labor Department that
inflation in March rose by 8.5 percent compared to a year ago is setting off new alarm
among Democrats that their Senate majority
is in serious trouble.
The bad news for Democrats is that inflation is projected to be a problem for the
rest of this year, there’s not much they can
do about it in the short term and it is souring
Americans’ view of the economy.
Sen. Raphael Warnock (D-Ga.), who is
facing a tough reelection race, said inflation
is a major cause for concern among voters
in his state.
“Right now I’m very focused on the real
pinch that people are feeling around rising
costs, which is why I introduced my insulin
bill, which will cap the cost of insulin. It’s
the reason why I’ve introduced the federal
tax holiday,” he said.
Warnock is sponsoring bills to cap out-ofpocket insulin costs at $35 a month and to allow states and cities to use federal COVID-19
relief funds to pay for sales tax holidays on
items like food and clothing.
Democratic lawmakers acknowledge

that while the pandemic continues to weigh
on the economy, it will be very difficult to
turn around President Biden’s low approval
numbers.
“The Senate map is as benign as it’s going
to be for Democrats but there’s five tough
races for Democrats,” said Jim Kessler,
a former aide to Senate Majority Leader
Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.) who now serves
as executive vice president policy at Third

Way, a centrist Democratic think tank.
“The natural order of midterms is you
lose about 10 points and if you lose 10 points
across the board, that’s four [lost Democratic]
Senate seats,” he said. “The wind is in their
face.”
Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell
(R-Ky.) on Tuesday said he thinks the political environment for Republicans this year
is shaping up to be even better than it was

in 1994, when the GOP picked up 54 House
seats and eight Senate seats during former
President Clinton’s first midterm election.
“Having been around a while, I can remember good years and bad years for us.
The best year we had was 1994 where we got
the House back after 40 years and took the
Senate as well. This atmosphere for Republicans is better than it was in 1994,” he said
at an event hosted by the Kentucky Chamber
of Commerce.
Republicans need a net gain of one seat to
win control of the 50-50 Senate.
While core inflation abated a bit last
month, rising 6.5 percent compared to a
year ago, economists predict that prices
will continue to rise significantly through
Election Day.
“It was predictably ugly. Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine is all over the numbers. The surge
in oil and other commodity prices drove up
energy and food and transportation costs so I
think you can connect the dots in this report
to what’s going on in Russia and Ukraine,”
said Mark Zandi, the chief economist of
Moody’s Analytics.
Biden has taken steps to reduce energy
(See Inflation Numbers, Page 11)

absolutely a risk of a recession.”
The Fed’s primary tool for keeping prices
stable and the job market strong is adjusting
the federal funds rate. When the Fed raises or
cuts its baseline interest rate range, borrowing
costs for home loans, credit cards and other
lending products typically move in the same
direction.
When interest rates rise, consumer and
business spending tends to decrease as the
costs of borrowing money increase. Higher

interest rates also incentivize saving, which
means less immediate spending in the economy.
After slashing rates to near-zero levels
amid the onset of the pandemic, the Fed in
March launched a series of interest rate hikes
meant to bring down soaring inflation.
The Fed hopes higher borrowing costs will
slow down the economy enough to curb price
growth without halting the recovery.
“Our goal is to restore price stability
while fostering another long expansion and
sustaining a strong labor market,” Fed Chair
Jerome Powell said last month, adding the
bank is aiming for the economy to achieve
a “soft landing, with inflation coming down
and unemployment holding steady.”
Powell, other Fed officials and some economists believe the U.S. economy is strong
enough to withstand rising interest rates
without falling into recession or losing jobs.
The U.S. gained nearly 1.7 million jobs over
the first three months of the year, consumer
spending has remained strong and there are
roughly two open jobs for every unemployed
jobseeker.
Those confident in the Fed’s handle on
inflation believe the bank can stanch inflation

while only reducing job openings and the
intense need for workers, rather than slowing
the economy into layoffs.
Even so, the Fed is facing serious turbulence as it attempts to steer the recovery to a
sustainable pace.
The war in Ukraine, the sanctions imposed
on Russia and Moscow’s response has fueled
rapid price increases for oil, gasoline, food,
key minerals and other essential consumer
goods already hit by inflation. COVID-19
shutdowns in China have also jammed up
supply chains, which were already overwhelmed by consumer demand.
Dana M. Peterson, chief economist at The
Conference Board, said Fed rate hikes could
help reduce consumer demand for goods and
services, pent-up savings, rising wages and
housing market heat, but can’t do anything
about supply chain dysfunction, COVID-19
shutdowns and the war.
“The supply side drivers of inflation,
which includes the supply chain disruptions
and also higher global commodity prices, the
Fed can do very little about. Nonetheless,
the Fed is going to be raising interest rates,”
Peterson said during a Thursday briefing with
(See Recession Fears, Page 11)

Housing affordability declined in February, according to an index compiled by NAR.
Compared to a year ago, the group found
the average mortgage payment increased by
more than 30 percent, while median family
income rose by only 3.6 percent.
To combat inflation, some analysts have
suggested the Federal Reserve could increase
interest rates by as many as six times this
year, bringing the Federal Funds rate as high

as 1.9 percent by the end of the year. The risk
of such a hike is a contraction in the economy,
but with inflation as a driver of recession itself, most analysts see the Fed as not having
much of a choice.
“The twin shocks of the war in Ukraine
and the build-up of momentum in elevated
U.S. and Europe inflation will lead to a recession in the U.S. and a growth recession
in the euro area within the next two years,”
researchers at Deutsche Bank forecasted
earlier this month.
“More troubling, especially in the U.S.,
are signs that the underlying drivers of inflation have broadened, emanating from very
tight labor market conditions and spreading
from goods to services,” the company said.
“The forecast is for inflation to recede to more
desired levels over the next several years
assuming there are no other geopolitical or
other supply shocks and that central banks
take action, just in time, to keep inflation
expectations anchored. Should these assumptions prove incorrect, inflation pressure,
central bank tightening, and economic downturns could all be more intense than baseline
projections.”

Recession fears rise as Fed fights inflation
By Aris Folley and Sylvan Lane
The Hill
As Americans feel the squeeze of rising
inflation, fears are growing that a recession
is around the corner.
The U.S. economy is running hot as a record stretch of job growth, steady consumer
demand and intense demand for labor has
helped fuel the highest inflation rate in 40
years.
While the economy has recovered far
quicker than many economists expected, the
speed of the rebound is putting pressure on
the Federal Reserve to take more significant
action to help slow price growth.
Wendy Edelberg, director of The Hamilton
Project and a senior economic studies fellow
at the left-leaning Brookings Institution,
said the economy has been “revving” given
the amount of fiscal stimulus that has been
poured into the system to keep it afloat during
the coronavirus pandemic.
But in order to combat the skyrocketing
inflation, Edelberg and other economists say
a slowdown is vital.
“So, now the question is, how smoothly
does that slowdown happen?” Edelberg said.
“And slowdowns can be painful. So, there’s

Mortgage rates top 5 percent for the first time in decade

By Tobias Burns
The Hill
The interest rate for the 30-year fixed-rate
mortgage hit a 10-year high of 5 percent
on Thursday, continuing steep inclines that
started last December in an American housing
market where values are surging.
The rate on the most popular U.S. mortgage has climbed nearly 2 points from 3
percent a year ago, according to the latest
numbers from mortgage administrator Freddie Mac. The last time the 30-year fixed rate
mortgage hit 5 percent was February 2011.
Fifteen-year fixed-rate mortgages averaged 4.17 percent this week, up from 3.91
percent last week and 2.35 percent a year ago.
“This week, mortgage rates averaged
five percent for the first time in over a decade,” said Sam Khater, Freddie Mac’s chief
economist. “As Americans contend with
historically high inflation, the combination of
rising mortgage rates, elevated home prices
and tight inventory are making the pursuit
of homeownership the most expensive in a
generation.”
Adjustable rate mortgages have also
spiked, with the five-year standard Treasury-indexed mortgage averaging 3.69 percent, up from 2.8 percent last year.
As a result of the spiking rates, the mortgage market is experiencing a dip of activity,
according to information from the Mortgage
Bankers Association (MBA) trade group, as
potential homeowners reconsider buying
houses and investing in real estate.
A mortgage market index from the MBA
shows loan application volumes decreased
1.3 percent compared to a week earlier. Home
refinancing application volumes dipped 5
percent on the week and were down 62 percent compared to the previous year.
“The rapid increase in rates, caused by
a much more rapid pace of rate hikes and
balance sheet reduction from the Federal
Reserve, is in response to the booming
job market and inflation being at a 40-year
high,” Mike Fratantoni, an economist with
the MBA, said in a statement. “The jump in
mortgage rates will slow the housing market
and further reduce refinance demand the rest
of this year. Higher home prices and rates

as well as ongoing supply constraints are
now expected to lead to an annual decline in
existing home sales.”
In addition to high interest rates, home
sales are also facing elevated prices in the real
estate market due to the pandemic, as well
as supply shortages for building materials as
part of larger supply chain disruptions that
are contributing to inflation.
“Elevated inflation continues to push
up mortgage rates,” Nadia Evangelou, an
economist with the National Association of
Realtors (NAR), said in a statement. The
higher rates “added about $400 to the monthly mortgage payment for a median-priced
home. This means that potential buyers need
to spend more of their budget on housing to
buy the typical home.”
Wage data released this week by the Department of Labor saw real earnings decrease
by 2.7 percent from March of last year. The
change in earnings combined with a dip of
0.9 percent in the length of the average workweek resulted in a 3.6-percent decrease in real
average weekly earnings over the last year.
“Comparing inflation with real wage
growth since 2008, this is the first time that
inflation has risen so much faster than wages,” Evangelou said. “With rising borrowing
costs, expect about 16 million households to
be priced out of the market this year. As a
result, NAR forecasts home sales activity to
drop about 10 percent in 2022.”
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Annual wholesale inflation rises record 11.2 percent in March
By Tobias Burns
The Hill
Wholesale prices jumped 1.4 percent in
March from February to hit a record 11.2
percent annual increase, as widespread inflation affecting the US economy shows no
signs of letting up.
The numbers released on Wednesday follow an 8.5 percent annual rise in consumer
prices announced Tuesday, the highest increase since December 1981.
The Producer Price Index published by
the Department of Labor’s Bureau of Labor
Statistics measures the price of goods and
services that businesses pay to each other,
while the Consumer Price Index (CPI) measures retail prices that consumers pay directly.
While the CPI is considered the benchmark for inflation measurements, wholesale
metrics reflect conditions in the supply chains
and production pipelines where disruptions
have been driving inflation since the beginning of the pandemic.
More than half of the overall wholesale
increase in March is due to a 5.7 percent
jump in prices for energy, with a 20-percent
jump in the price of diesel fuel in particular.
Indices for gasoline, vegetables, jet fuel,
iron and steel scrap metal and electric power
also moved higher.
On the service side, prices moved up

0.9 percent in March following a 0.3 percent jump in February. Most of the service
increase is due to transportation and warehousing services, which climbed 5.5 percent.
While economists agree that pandemic-induced supply chain disruptions lie at the
heart of inflation now felt globally, some also
point to the fiscal and budgetary response of
the government in the pandemic’s aftermath.
“Starting in March 2020, in response to
the disruptions of Covid-19, the U.S. government created about $3 trillion of new bank

reserves, equivalent to cash, and sent checks
to people and businesses,” Hoover Institution economist John H. Cochrane wrote in
a January brief.
“Mechanically, the Treasury issued $3
trillion of new debt, which the Fed quickly
bought in return for $3 trillion of new reserves. The Treasury sent out checks, transferring the reserves to people’s banks. The
Treasury then borrowed another $2 trillion
or so, and sent more checks. Overall, federal
debt rose nearly 30 percent. Is it at all a sur-

prise that a year later inflation breaks out?”
Analysts also point to the war in Ukraine
as a driver of inflation. Following Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine on Feb. 24, oil prices
jumped from around $90 a barrel to more than
$120, having settled in the last few weeks
around $100.
In response to the war, the Biden administration levied numerous sanctions on Russia.
While targeted mostly at Kremlin elites and
businessmen, the sanctions also blocked
Russian foreign currency reserves, sought
to limit the country’s industrial capacity and
terminated its energy imports to the U.S.
“They’ve diverted some of this supply
to China who is buying it instead,” Garrett
Watson, an analyst at the Tax Foundation, a
right-leaning Washington think tank, said in
an interview. “But supply chain disruption
and sanctions are certainly putting upward
pressure on prices. But how much, is an
interesting question.”
Blame for inflation has entered the political rhetoric on Capitol Hill, with Republicans
coining it “Biden-flation” and casting it as a
reason to let the fossil fuel industry drill for
more oil.
Democrats have sought to pin it on corporations looking to make an extra buck
during a period of economic vulnerability
for consumers.

(Continued from Page 10)
prices, such as releasing 1 million barrels
of oil a day from the Strategic Petroleum
Reserve.
The administration also announced this
week that it will authorize the sale of gasoline
with 15 percent ethanol during the summer to
help mitigate costs. The sale of such a high
ethanol blend is usually prohibited during the
summer to reduce smog.
But there are limits on what the administration and Congress can do on inflation.
Zandi said Democratic lawmakers won’t
be able to make an “immediate dent” on inflation but should work on policies “that will
help address inflation next year, the year after
and the year after that.”
He said “there are some pretty obvious
things they could do” such as increasing the
housing supply, which he said would help
rein in the rapid growth in rents.
“A year from now, the problem is going
to be rent growth and the cost of housing,
which is one third of the Consumer Price
Index,” he said.
The national median rent hit $1,792 in
February, an increase of 17 percent compared

to the year before.
Kessler, of Third Way, said Congress
should find ways to increase immigration
levels to address the nation’s labor shortage,
another factor behind rising prices.
While Senate and House Democrats tout
job gains and the rise in wages under Biden,
they are scrambling to respond to Republicans who argue that the wage gains for many
Americans have failed to keep up with the
rise in prices.
Senate Democrats are making the case
that inflation is not Biden’s fault and that its
main drivers are the pandemic and Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine but that message was
undercut Tuesday by Sen. Joe Manchin (D-W.
Va.), who blamed the Federal Reserve and
the administration for not acting decisively
to keep costs down.
“The Federal Reserve and the Administration failed to act fast enough, and today’s
data is a snapshot in time of the consequences
being felt across the country,” Manchin said
in a statement. “Instead of acting boldly,
our elected leaders and the Federal Reserve
continue to respond with half-measures and
rhetorical failures searching for where to lay

the blame.”
Zandi disagreed with Manchin’s assessment that the administration bears some of
the blame for rising costs for not doing more
to curb domestic spending.
“These high inflation are due to two massive global supply shocks. The first being the
pandemic, which scrambled global supply
chains and labor markets and now the Russian invasion of Ukraine, which has caused
oil, food and other prices to go skyward,” he
said. “If you want to blame something for this
high inflation, I’d put it at the feet of Putin
and the pandemic.”
Experts project the year’s inflation reading
to remain high, even if the Biden administration manages to bring down energy prices
somewhat.
“Under any reasonable scenario, we’re
going to end up with high inflation for 2022,”
said Marc Goldwein, the senior vice president
and senior policy director for the Committee
for a Responsible Federal Budget.
“If inflation continues on its current pace,
in other words if inflation in the next nine
months is basically in the same place as the
first three months, then inflation’s going to

be nearly 11 percent,” he said. “Inflation has
already been so massive in the first three
months of this year, there’s pretty much no
way that we don’t end up with high inflation
over the course of the year.”
Right now the best Democrats can hope
for is that inflation is peaking. Core inflation
rose 0.3 percent in March compared to February, below economists’ estimate of a 0.5
percent increase.
So while they will still have to play defense in response to GOP attacks over high
costs, they can argue that they’re steering the
economy in the right direction.
“It feels like we’re at a peak,” said Kessler.
“Oil prices are stabilizing and have declined
a little bit and China’s going to work itself
out with the pandemic, so I think the numbers
are going to improve. There will be some
improvement and that will help toward the
midterms but inflation is going to be an economic factor for people through the year.”
“It’s whether you can sell the improvement,” he added. “Voters need to be convinced that you know what the destination
[is] you’re trying to take the country … That’s
what they’re going to need to hear on this.”

Inflation Numbers

Recession Fears
(Continued from Page 10)
reporters.
“I don’t know how confident the
Fed is about anything, but certainly
I think they’ve abandoned expectations that there’s going to be kind
of a natural solution to inflation.”
Economists warn more must be
done to tighten monetary policy to
cool the economy, which could still
mean pain in the months ahead for
more Americans’ finances.
“As you slow the economy
down, inflation will fall,” Ray Fair,
an economics professor at Yale
University, said, adding that’s how
the Fed can help lower inflation.
“But the cost of that, of course, is
slower output growth and higher
unemployment.”
And Fair, director emeritus at
the National Bureau of Economic
Research (NBER), said his own
research suggests the Fed has “got
to do quite a bit” of intervention to
slow the economy.
“They’ve got to raise the interest
rate, for example, more than just
two percentage points, if they expect to get much lowering of infla-

tion,” Fair said. The Fed funds rate
is currently at a range of 0.25 to 0.5
percent and bank officials expect to
raise it to roughly 2 percent by the
end of the year.
Some economists fear inflation
may be rising too quickly for the
Fed to curb without raising rates
so high, it halts economic growth.
In March, consumer prices shot
up 1.2 percent, according to data
released by the Labor Department
this week. The data also found those
prices had risen to 8.5 percent in
the past year alone, marking the
highest yearly increase in roughly
four decades.
Americans saw prices go up in a
variety of areas, ranging from food
to gasoline and transportation, as
the Ukraine-Russian war helped
exacerbate the nation’s ongoing
inflation problem.
Fair, whose bureau is often
looked to for measuring recessions,
said the NBER’s defines such an
event as roughly, but not completely, “two successive quarters
of negative real growth in GDP.”
Recent weeks have seen reports
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of institutions like Bank of America warning of recession shocks. A
recent survey by The Wall Street
Journal found more economists are
also changing their tune on chances
of a recession, finding forecasters
“on average put the probability of
the economy being in recession
sometime in the next 12 months
at 28 percent,” compared to 18
percent in January.

In an interview, Desmond
Lachman, a senior fellow for the
right-leaning American Enterprise
Institute, said he feels a recession
is likely.
“In order for [the Fed] to get the
inflation out of the system, they’re
going to have to tighten policy and
that’s going to produce a recession,” Lachman said.
But others believe the Fed may

have to contend that higher inflation
could be around for a little while
longer, as the central bank proceeds
in slowing down the economy.
“They’re also going to have to
recognize that they may not get
back to a 3 percent or 2 percent
(annual inflation) target anytime
soon,” Peterson said, arguing such
an attempt “would essentially drive
the US economy into recession.”
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Polls spell trouble for Biden with Hispanic voters
By Rafael Bernal and Brett Samuels
The Hill
President Biden has been mired in a
stretch of disappointing polls, but recent
surveys suggest he’s having particular trouble
keeping the support of Hispanic voters.
A Quinnipiac University poll published
this week found that just 26 percent of Hispanic voters surveyed approved of Biden’s
job performance, the lowest mark of any
demographic group.
A drastic decrease in support among Hispanic voters could foreshadow a disastrous
midterm election for Biden and Democrats,
particularly after that bloc seemed to sour
on Biden in states such as Texas and Florida
while propelling him to victory in key battlegrounds such as Arizona and Georgia in 2020.
And while Biden’s approval numbers
might not correlate directly to support for
Democratic or Republican candidates in
November, Democratic voters low on the
president could be less likely to show up at
the polls.
“If Latinos are disapproving of the president’s performance, how might that translate
into the congressional elections in November? That could translate in two ways. It could
translate into Latinos choosing to support a
non-Democratic candidate — whether that’s
a Republican or an independent remains to be
seen in the different congressional districts,”
said Mark Hugo Lopez, director of race and
ethnicity research at Pew Research Center.
“But the other way that that might happen
is that Latino voters may not feel motivated
to turn out to vote,” added Lopez.
The Quinnipiac poll published Wednesday
showed Biden’s approval rating at 33 percent,
marking a low point for the president in that
poll. But his approval among Hispanic voters
in the poll was even lower, at 26 percent.
Demographic subgroups such as Hispanics are notoriously difficult to poll in national
surveys, as language barriers, geographical
isolation, and small or incorrectly weighted

sample sizes can skew results.
Still, the poll continued a downward trend
for Biden. A poll from the university published on March 30 found Biden’s approval
rating was at 36 percent, and 32 percent of
Hispanics who were surveyed said they approved of Biden‘s job performance.
“I think that a lot of time, there’s this
narrative in D.C. among Democrats that you
only talk to Latinos about immigration,” John
Anzalone, a pollster for Biden, said on a Politico podcast this week. “Like, immigration
is the 12th issue that they’re concerned about.
Guess what? They’re concerned about the
same things everyone else is concerned about.
It’s always about the economy or inflation or
health care or schools.”
Underscoring Anzalone’s point, the March
30 poll found 31 percent of Hispanics surveyed pointed to inflation as the most urgent
issue facing the country, more than any other
topic.
Twelve percent of Hispanics in that poll
cited the Russian invasion of Ukraine as
the most pressing issue, and 12 percent said
immigration was the most pressing issue.
And while Biden’s low overall popularity
means he won’t be a surefire campaign tool

to boost sagging Democrats, he is also not
on the ballot.
According to a March report by the Pew
Research Center, 50 percent of Hispanic
voters say they are leaning toward or certain
to vote for the Democratic candidate in their
districts, while 28 percent said the same of
Republican candidates.
That’s roughly in line with surveys ahead
of 2018, according to Lopez, an indicator
that there isn’t a massive shift in Hispanic
party affiliation, as some Republicans have
claimed.
But Hispanic communities have historically been tough to get to the polls, and a
combination of low voter enthusiasm and
new restrictive local voting laws could
reverse recent improvements on that front.
“If Joe Biden continues to have low
approval ratings, might it be people such as
Republican Latinos really want to get out
there and vote and Democratic Latinos may
not show up to the polls as much as you might
have expected?” said Lopez.
“And then that may make the Latino voter
results look like a switch towards or move
towards Republicans. But we don’t know if
it was really that or if it was just a function

of people deciding to turn out to vote or not,”
he added.
Biden administration officials have
pointed to economic gains for Hispanics and
other minority groups to argue the economic
recovery has benefitted Americans across
demographics, something Biden himself
highlighted during a speech in North Carolina
on Thursday.
“Unlike the past recoveries, this time
around, with the American Rescue Plan, we
made a choice to bring everyone along,”
Biden said, noting Hispanic unemployment
fell in 2021 from nearly 9 percent to 4.2
percent, a record-setting pace.
Latino voters are a critical bloc for Biden
in particular.
A UCLA Latino Policy and Politics Initiative study on Latino turnout in the 2020
election found that while a majority of Latino
voters in Miami-Dade County in Florida
backed former President Trump, Biden decisively won the Latino vote in other key areas,
including in Arizona and Georgia, where
those margins likely helped tip the states in
his favor en route to narrow victories.
And Latinos could play an even greater
role in 2022 than in previous midterms.
While traditionally Latino voters had
played an outsize role in a relatively small
number of districts — for instance, heavily Democratic districts in downtown Los
Angeles or New York — the Hispanic voter
battlefield has changed drastically over the
past decade.
Apart from tipping the balance in states
such as Arizona, Georgia, North Carolina
and Wisconsin, Latino voters are now a significant part of the population in competitive
districts throughout the country.
Redistricting has experts particularly focused on the new districts created in Oregon
and Colorado as well as New Mexico’s newly
competitive 2nd Congressional District.
But as Hispanic voter blocs grow in com(See Hispanic Voters, Page 13)

offer Musk filed Wednesday with the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) to
buy the company.
Musk’s bid to take over Twitter came after
he declined a spot on its board of directors,

offered after he acquired a 9.2 percent stake
in the company last week.
Dan Ives, an analyst at WedBush Securities, said the poison pill is a “predictable
defensive measure” for the board, and it will
“not be viewed positively by shareholders
given the potential dilution and acquisition
unfriendly move.”
“The Board has [their] back against the
wall and Musk and shareholders will likely
challenge the merits of the poison pill in the
courts. We believe Musk and his team expected this poker move which will be perceived
as a sign of weakness not strength by the
Street,” Ives said in an email.
In Musk’s letter to Twitter board Chairman
Bret Taylor, filed with the SEC, he said his
offer was his “best and final.”
It is not yet clear what Musk’s next move
will be, but at a TED conference Thursday
he said he has a Plan B that he was not yet
sharing publicly.

Twitter adopts poison pill to prevent Elon Musk takeover
By Rebecca Klar
The Hill
Twitter adopted a so-called poison pill
Friday that would help prevent it from
undergoing a hostile acquisition after Elon
Musk put in an offer to buy the social media
company for $43 billion.
The board unanimously adopted the limited duration shareholder rights plan. Under
the plan, if any person or group acquires 15
percent or more of Twitter’s stock without
the board’s approval, other shareholders are
allowed to purchase additional shares at a
discount.
“The Rights Plan will reduce the likelihood that any entity, person or group gains
control of Twitter through open market accumulation without paying all shareholders
an appropriate control premium or without
providing the Board sufficient time to make
informed judgments and take actions that are
in the best interests of shareholders,” Twitter

said in a press release.
The plan is set to expire in one year.
A spokesperson for Twitter said the company won’t be commenting further.
The move is Twitter’s counterattack to an
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Vulnerable Democrats buck Biden
on Trump-era immigration fight
By Jordain Carney
The Hill
Sen. Mark Kelly (D-Ariz.) offered a stark
warning to the administration as he visited
the U.S.-Mexico border this week: Without
a comprehensive plan, they could face a
“humanitarian crisis.”
The administration’s decision to end the
Trump-era Title 42 policy, which allows for
the rapid expulsion of migrants at the border
and blocks them from seeking asylum due to
the pandemic, has opened up a high-profile
rift between Biden and Democrats in races
that will determine if they keep the Senate
majority.
Kelly is leaning in to a border fight with
the administration as he seeks his first full
six-year term in November. Republicans view
immigration as a potent political issue not
only in Arizona — a border state with one of
the country’s largest Hispanic populations —
but in states with races far from the border.
Kelly, speaking with reporters during his
fifth trip to the state’s southern border since
joining the Senate, said he was in frequent
contact with Homeland Security Secretary
Alejandro Mayorkas but that the administration reaction had so far been “unacceptable.”
“Right now we have a crisis on our southern border. … Right now this administration
does not have a plan. I warned them about this
months ago … and they do not have a plan
in place on how to deal with the increased
numbers. And it’s going to be, to be honest,
it’s going to be a crisis on top of a crisis,”
Kelly said.
Kelly is typically a reliable ally for Biden
and has avoided the sort of backlash from
fellow Democrats that has sparked talk of
a primary challenge against Sen. Kyrsten
Sinema (D-Ariz.) — who isn’t on the ballot
until 2024.
But immigration has been a running
point of tension between Kelly and the ad-

ministration, dating back to the earliest days
of Biden’s presidency. Kelly spoke with
Mayorkas in January 2021 about the need
for border security. And after Biden’s 2021
address to Congress, Kelly criticized the
president for not laying out a comprehensive
plan to “address the immediate crisis at the
border” and vowed to “continue holding this
administration accountable.”
“Senator Kelly has spent his first 16
months in office addressing the issues that
matter most to Arizonans, which is why he’s
worked for months to ensure a humane, orderly process at the border. Senator Kelly has
proven he’s someone Arizonans can always
count on to put our state first,” said Sarah
Guggenheimer, a spokesperson for Kelly’s
campaign.
Though Arizona tilted toward Democrats
in 2020, Republicans are vowing to use
immigration, and Biden’s low poll numbers,
to try to flip the Senate seat in 2022. They
view Kelly’s stance on Title 42 as the Democratic senator trying to find distance from
the president and the national party heading
into November.
Jack Pandol, a spokesman for the Senate

Leadership Fund, a super PAC aligned with
Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell
(R-Ky.), told The Hill that “the worrisome
thing for Democrats like Mark Kelly is that
it’s likely to get worse” and that the administration’s decision was “driving a wedge in
their party.”
“I think that’s why you see this politically
motivated backpedaling on Title 42, is they
recognize that it’s likely to make the situation
at the border even worse than it already is.
And it’s going to draw even more attention
to what’s already a bad situation,” he added.
Republicans, in particular, point to a
spate of budget votes Kelly and other 2022
Democrats took last year related to the border
and immigration as fueling their campaign
attacks.
“The Democrats are the gift that keeps
giving. We are delighted to not only be
discussing their economic failures but also
their failures at keeping our southern border
safe,” said T.W. Arrighi, a spokesman for the
Senate GOP’s campaign wing. He predicted
that the elimination of Title 42 “will not earn
them any additional votes, but will surely cost
them liberal votes.”

Kelly, in a joint press release with Sinema, was one of the first Senate Democrats
to criticize the administration’s decision to
rescind Title 42.
But he’s hardly alone, underscoring the
firestorm over the issue.
Sens. Catherine Cortez Masto (Nev.) and
Raphael Warnock (Ga.), two other Democrats
facing tough elections this fall, have also
slammed the administration’s decision.
In Wisconsin, Lt. Gov. Mandela Barnes,
the front-runner for the Democratic nomination to take on GOP Sen. Ron Johnson,
told the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel that he
opposed the administration’s decision “because there’s not a detailed plan in place so
that we can keep asylum seekers and people
in the country safe.”
“I’d like to see Biden put forward a comprehensive plan that deals with an influx of
asylum seekers before we lift Title 42,” he
added.
Sen. Maggie Hassan (D-N.H.), who is up
for reelection in November, used the Senate’s
April recess to visit the southern border for
a third time, including releasing a photo of
herself standing in front of the border wall.
Hassan, a member of the Senate Homeland
Security Committee, said in a statement that
she would “keep pressing the administration
for a comprehensive plan to strengthen border
security and deliver additional resources to
the border, which is especially important given its recent announcement to end Title 42.”
Distancing themselves from the administration’s Title 42 decision carries its own
set of risks.
Biden faced pressure for months from immigration advocates and Democratic allies to
end the Trump-era policy that they viewed as
illegal and cruel to those fleeing persecution
and danger. The order from the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention lifts Title 42
(See Immigation Fight, Page 14)

sent to the capital, “where the Biden administration will be able to more immediately
address the needs of the people that they are
allowing to come across our border.”
The White House has also shot back at
Abbott for the delays caused by his order
for state troops to step up truck inspections
at the Texas border, another directive Abbott
implemented after Biden announced Title 42
would be rescinded earlier this month.
Truckers at the Mexico-Texas border are
facing hours of delays, and commercial traffic
has dropped by 60 percent, according to the
White House.
Psaki called the inspections “unnecessary
and redundant” and said they are “causing
significant disruptions to the food and automobile supply chains, delaying manufacturing, impacting jobs, and raising prices for

families in Texas and across the country.”
When asked if the White House is blaming Abbott for inflation, Psaki said that the
delays at the Texas border are “self-inflicted
gridlock” and are “significantly impacting the
local and regional supply chains.”
Democratic National Committee Chairman Jaime Harrison accused Abbott and
Republicans of wrecking the economy and
government for political gain.
“Abbott is emblematic of the GOP. They
don’t give a damn for the welfare, health &
livelihoods of their constituents (see covid,
TX Ice storm) & they purposely try to wreck
our economy, govt., & elections for political
gain,” he said, sharing a post from Democrat
Beto O’Rourke, who is running against Abbott for governor of Texas, about the trucks
lined up at the border.

Migrant bus to Washington ups stakes in GOP-Biden border fight

By Alex Gangitano
The Hill
Temperatures in the immigration fight between Republicans and President Biden rose
Wednesday after Texas Gov. Greg Abbott
sent a bus of migrants to Washington in an
effort to bring issues at the southern border
to the White House’s doorstep.
The Biden administration called the
move a “publicity stunt,” a term that White
House press secretary Jen Psaki reiterated
on Wednesday when asked about the bus’s
arrival.
Psaki also appeared to mock Abbott’s
intentions.
These are all migrants who have been
processed by CBP [Customs and Border Protection] and are free to travel, so, it’s nice that
the state of Texas is helping them get to their
final destination,” Psaki told reporters, adding
that the passengers were awaiting outcomes
of immigration proceedings.
Abbott directed his state’s Division of
Emergency Management to bring migrants
in Texas to the nation’s capital last week in
response to the Biden administration’s move
to wind down Title 42, a sweeping border
restriction policy implemented during the
COVID-19 pandemic.
When asked if the White House has been
in touch with the migrants who arrived in
Washington on Wednesday, Psaki said that
since they were all in immigration proceedings, they had been in touch with other federal
entities.
Fox News aired live footage of dozens of
migrants exiting the bus and walking around
the city around 8:15 a.m. on Wednesday, with
Abbott raising tensions even further when he
announced the first bus had dropped people
off near the Capitol, on the other side of
Pennsylvania Avenue.
“Biden refuses to come see the mess he’s
made at the border. So Texas is bringing the
border to him,” Abbott said.
Sen. Chris Murphy (D-Conn.) bashed
the GOP governor, accusing him of using
immigrants as props to embarrass the White
House.
“Republican leaders don’t see immigrants
as human. Just props to get some laughs and
clicks,” Murphy said. “And let’s be 100 percent clear. The idea was to savage Biden and
Democrats no matter what they did.”

Title 42, which will officially end on
May 23, was first imposed under the Trump
administration in the early days of the
COVID-19 pandemic and allowed migrants
to be expelled at the border due to the public
health crisis.
The move to rescind Title 42 came after
months of pressure on the Biden administration from immigrant advocacy groups and
Democratic allies but was met with backlash
from lawmakers, including several centrists
in the president’s own party who face tough
reelection bids in November.
Republicans are homing in on immigration as a top issue during the midterms and
are focused on the border as they try to flip
enough seats in November to take back the
House and the Senate.
The Republican National Committee has
debuted a video series on immigration titled
“Unchecked,” and Republican candidates
looking to unseat Democrats in districts near
the border have used immigration as a top
attack issue.
Biden tapped Vice President Harris to
lead the effort to address the root causes of
migration early in the administration.
Harris’s office did not provide comment
when asked about the bus of migrants arriving
from Texas.
Meanwhile, Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas) said
Wednesday, “Hopefully this gets liberal elites
and the Biden administration to actually care
about the millions of illegal aliens who are
streaming across our southern border.”
His comments echo those of Abbott, who
said last week that the migrants were being

(Continued from Page 12)
petitive districts, so does the need for candidates to reach out to them early and often.
“There have been more early investments
this cycle than there have been in previous
midterm cycles. Absolutely. More people
are putting money towards reaching Latinos,
Latino voters, than we’ve seen in the past. Is
it enough? Is it good enough? No. We need
more, obviously. We need lots more,” said
Kristian Ramos, a Democratic strategist and
founder of Autonomy Strategies.
Many Democrats are ringing alarm bells,
warning that a significant drop in Latino
participation could sink the party in districts
all over the country, but they remain skeptical
of Republican claims of a massive party shift
in party affiliation.

“We have a lot of good things to say about
Democrats and a lot of horrible things to
say about Republicans. We’ve just got to do
it. There’s an incredible story to tell Latino
voters and we need to do it. We have this summer, basically, to tell that story,” Ramos said.
But polling numbers do show that the
growing Latino electorate is tuned into the
national conversation and — as usual — is
especially attuned to kitchen table issues.
Still, experts warn that the polling trends
are only one data point to measure attitudes
in an electorate that has evolved politically
while growing and spreading nationwide.
“I do think that the story for 2022 remains
to be seen, and these national numbers are
helpful, but they may not tell the whole story,” Lopez said.

Hispanic Voters

Joe Lombardo wants
to take your guns
If you care about your right to carry concealed to protect
yourself and your family, you need to know the truth about
Joe Lombardo and his documented stance on guns. In a
podcast hosted by renowned CCW instructor, Nephi Khaliki,
and activist, model and actress Mindy Robinson, she stated:
—How Joe Lombardo blamed Republicans for the
1 October mass shooting
—How Joe Lombardo used the 1 October tragedy to
power his campaign and help Sisolak get elected
—How Joe Lombardo was the key to turning the state
blue after 30 years of Republican leadership
—Joe’s terrible record on Second Amendment
—Joe’s consistent attempts to sabotage CCW permitting in Clark County
If you are like most every supporter of the Second Amendment and want to see Steve Sisolak removed from office,
you need to know how Joe Lombardo plans to run for governor — simply to ensure Sisolak stays in office.
The more people know, the better our chances of exposing
that plot and removing Sisolak.

Sinking of Russian warship offers Ukraine
a morale and a possible strategic boost
Page 14 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / April 20-26, 2022

By Ellen Mitchell
The Hill
The sinking of Russia’s Moskva cruiser
has dealt a major blow to the Kremlin’s fleet
in the Black Sea and offered up a big public
relations win to Ukrainian forces.
The warship — which sank Thursday
after Ukrainian and U.S. officials said it was
struck by two Neptune missiles, exploded and
caught fire — was the flagship of Russia’s
Black Sea Fleet and one of its most visible
weapons in its attack on Ukraine.
The significance is not lost on the Ukrainians, who quickly began using the incident
in videos and images posted to social media.
But experts are split on whether the ship’s
sinking could turn the tide of the war.
“If they start losing their fleet during this
war, before the war is even done, the impact
on their long-term strategy will be tremendous,” said retired Brig. Gen. Kevin Ryan,
a former U.S. defense attaché to Russia who
is now a senior fellow at the Belfer Center at
Harvard University.
Ryan noted the Russian navy has operated roughly 12 to 24 ships in the Black Sea
since the start of the invasion, 11 of which
are around the same size as the Moskva. To
lose even one of those vessels cuts Moscow’s
naval fleet power in the Black Sea by roughly
10 percent, he said.
It’s also unlikely Russia will be able to
quickly replace the Moskva, which can carry
up to 500 sailors, as ”it takes them a long time
to repair and refit ships,” Ryan said. “They
are notoriously bad at that.”
At the Institute for the Study of War,
meanwhile, analysts see the incident as “a
major propaganda victory for Ukraine” that is
likely to hurt Russian morale but not a major
shift in the conflict.
Because Russia used the vessel largely for
air defense coverage of its Black Sea Fleet

and not to strike Ukrainian land targets, its
sinking is ”unlikely to deal a decisive blow
to Russian operations on the whole,” analysts Mason Clark, Kateryna Stepanenko
and George Barros wrote in their daily war
briefing.
But they noted that the claimed Ukrainian
strike may change Russian operating patterns
in the sea, forcing them to deploy more air
defenses to the area or pull their vessels from
positions near the Ukrainian coast.
The U.S. has already seen such maneuvering, a senior defense official told reporters
Thursday, with other Russian ships in the
northern Black Sea moving further south
since the explosion.
It’s hard to determine whether the Moskva
will be a turning point due to the Russian
navy’s so far limited use of its warships for
strikes on Ukrainian targets, instead mainly
using aircraft and land-based systems for
such attacks.
Moscow’s naval component to the war
has largely been limited to two efforts: the
replenishment and resupply of troops efforts

in the south and some cruise missile strikes
on Ukraine, according to Pentagon press
secretary John Kirby.
As the Moskva’s main mission was air
defense for the Russian forces in the Black
Sea, “it’s going to have an impact on their capabilities, certainly in the near term,” he said.
Whether it has an impact on their naval
capabilities in the long term is “just unclear
right now,” Kirby added.
What is clear, however, is the sinking has
significance.
The Moskva is the first major surface
combatant to be sunk by enemy action in
40 years, since the Falklands War in 1982,
when the Argentine cruiser General Belgrano sunk after it was torpedoed by a British
nuclear-powered submarine.
It is also an already widely known ship
thanks to its prominence at the start of the
invasion, when it told Ukrainian troops on
Snake Island to surrender, only to be told
to “f***” itself. The moment was widely
shared as a rallying cry and ode to Ukrainian
resistance.

Ukrainian officials have already begun to
mock the sinking on social media, with an
adviser to Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky, Oleksiy Arestovych, on Thursday
tweeting a video that he claimed portrayed
the point the Moskva was struck by Ukraine’s
missiles.
“The flagship of the Russian navy, Moskva, carried out a negative surfacing operation
in the area of that island where it was told to
go f*** itself. Where is Moskva? It sunk,”
he said.
And the county’s defense minister tweeted
Friday that the ship is now a “worthy diving
site.”
“A ‘flagship’ Russian warship is a worthy
diving site. We have one more diving spot
in the Black Sea now. Will definitely visit
the wreck after our victory in the war. [By
the way], I already have 300 scuba dives,”
Ukrainian defense minister Oleksii Reznikov
tweeted along with a photo of him scuba
diving in the sea.
The vessel’s destruction could also affect Russian morale and raise new doubts
about Russia’s so far disastrous invasion of
Ukraine, according to Clark, Stepanenko
and Barros.
“The Kremlin will conversely struggle
to explain away the loss of one of the most
important vessels in the Russian fleet,” they
wrote.
“Both explanations for the sinking of the
Moskvaindicate possible Russian deficiencies — either poor air defenses or incredibly
lax safety procedures and damage control on
the Black Sea Fleet’s flagship.”
But it may also prompt a ramp-up of
the Kremlin’s attacks on Ukraine. Russia’s
Defense Ministry on Friday warned it will
increase strikes in retaliation for hits on
Moscow’s assets — even as it continued to
deny the ship had been successfully attacked.

time with this invasion,” Herbst said.
“Now, none of us predicted that the invasion would go as badly as it did for them. But
we knew it was going to be no easy sweep
into Kyiv, no easy toppling of the Ukrainian
government, and probably no ultimate
military Russian military victory over the
country,” he said.
The war has now shifted, with Russia focusing on the Donbas region in Ukraine’s east
that has been occupied by Russian-backed
separatists for eight years.
Former Defense Secretary Leon Panetta
said he believes the war has now entered a
third phase after Russia failed to “break the

will of the Ukrainians.” He predicted Russia
would continue to resort to brutal tactics.
“When bullies get in a corner, they’re
going to strike out with whatever they have,”
Panetta said in an interview. “I would expect
it’s going to be a pretty brutal phase of the
war.”
The U.S. and its allies are seeking to
fortify Ukraine with more weapons for the
next phase.
Slovakia has transferred a Soviet-era
S-300 missile defense system to Ukraine to
help the country repel Russian strikes. Biden
announced $800 million in new assistance
this past week, including howitzers and
helicopters that were not part of previous
packages.
The latest announcement came after
Zelensky stepped up public pleas for more
weaponry, warning that if Ukraine loses the
conflict, Russia could next target surrounding
countries such as Poland and Romania.
“We are asking all our friends and partners to provide us with everything they can
as quickly as they can so that this stage of
the war, which is going to be very difficult
— I mean, it already is very difficult — that
we will win it because we need to win it,”
Ukrainian Ambassador to the U.S. Oksana
Markarova said during a Washington Post
event Friday.
(See Ukraine Does Unthinkable, Page 15)

Ukraine weathers previously unthinkable:
Survives over 50 days of war with Russia

By Morgan Chalfant
The Hill
Ukraine has weathered what weeks ago
was viewed as unthinkable — more than 50
days of an onslaught from Russia, its larger
and more powerful neighbor.
When Moscow’s troops first invaded in
February, many observers did not think that
Ukraine and its embattled president, Volodymyr Zelensky, would last the month.
Instead, Ukraine is still standing and defiant nearly two months later as Russian forces
have retreated from the areas surrounding
Kyiv to focus on a continued fight in the east.
Ukraine’s perseverance is widely credited
to the bravery of its leaders, its military and
everyday citizens who have ruled through
seven weeks of hardships. Ukraine has won
several victories — including this week’s
sinking of the Russian flagship Moskva.
“I think the prime factor here has been the
Ukrainians’ determination to preserve their
liberty, to preserve their independence,” said
Rose Gottemoeller, former deputy secretary
general of NATO. “The Russians didn’t realize the degree to which the seizure of the
Crimean Peninsula in 2014 had a profound
effect on the Ukrainians.”
Russian President Vladimir Putin’s assault
also has been fraught with mistakes and miscalculations that have raised new questions
about his own military.
“I was really surprised how bad the Russians were,” added Gottemoeller.
Dmytro Gurin, a Ukrainian member of
parliament, said in an interview Friday that
the Russians and the international community
underestimated Ukraine’s ability to resist.
“We understand what we are fighting for,”
Gurin said. “The real story about this war is
Russians, they really thought that we would
meet them with flowers.”
The war has followed a Russian playbook
laid bare in previous military campaigns.
Many have likened the brutality of the recent
strikes to Russian bombardment of Grozny
in Chechnya during the 1990s.
Russia has launched devastating strikes on

civilian areas, and there have been reports of
rapes and torture, leading to accusations of
war crimes. President Biden recently accused
Putin of committing genocide in Ukraine.
The United Nations said Friday that more
than 1,900 civilians have been killed in
Ukraine and more than 2,600 had been injured. The real figures are likely much higher.
“[Putin] is trying to break the will of
the Ukrainians people and of course the
Ukrainian government at all levels,” said
Evelyn Farkas, the top Pentagon official
for Ukraine and Russia under the Obama
administration. “He thinks that visiting these
horrors upon them, that they might give up.”
The Ukrainian Ministry of Defense said
that, as of Friday, roughly 20,000 Russian
military personnel have died since the start
of the war on Feb. 24.
John Herbst, former U.S. ambassador to
Ukraine and director of the Atlantic Council’s
Eurasia Center, said the U.S. intelligence
community did a “dreadful job” assessing
the capability of the Ukrainian forces against
the Russians.
“I’m part of a larger group, not just of
former U.S. ambassadors to Ukraine but
people who have followed Ukraine closely,
and pretty much everyone in our group knew
that the Kremlin was going to have a harder

Immigration Fight
(Continued from Page 13)
on May 23.
But a Politico and Morning Consult poll
found that 54 percent of registered voters
surveyed said they oppose the Biden administration’s decisions, while 35 percent
support the move.
Though 62 percent of Democrats polled
said they supported the decision, only 33
percent of independents held the same position compared to 53 percent who said they
opposed the move.
Underscoring the tricky political situation Hassan is facing, the Senate GOP arm
both accused Hassan of having a “MAGA
makeover” and touted criticism Hassan faced
back in her home state over the trip and the
photo — from New Hampshire progressives.
Kelly and Hassan are two of the five
Democrats who signed on to a bill last week
to effectively prevent the administration
from lifting Title 42 by tying it to the public

health emergency. The other three Democrats
who joined with a group of Republicans to
introduce the bill are Sinema and Sens. Joe
Manchin (W.Va.) and Jon Tester (Mont.), all
three of whom are up for reelection in 2024.
A group of Arizona immigration advocacy
groups released a joint statement stressing
that they “emphatically disagree” with
Sinema and Kelly that Title 42 should stay
in place for now.
“We cannot continue to turn a blind eye
to those in need at our borders or ignore
clear inequities in Title 42’s implementation
— inequities that were recently highlighted
by DHS’s explicit support for exempting
Ukrainians at our borders from Title 42,” the
groups wrote.
“While we welcome this change,” they
added, “it stands in stark contrast to DHS’s
treatment of black and brown migrants, who
have been forced to wait in danger all the
while.”
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Hawks make inroads in Russian
debate as the US arms Ukraine
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By Laura Kelly
The Hill
Biden administration officials hawkish
on arming Ukraine with more advanced and
deadly weaponry are making inroads to shift
a White House policy that has come under
criticism for being too slow and cautious in
its decisionmaking.
President Biden’s announcement this
week of an additional $800 million in military
assistance included for the first time advanced
munitions that Ukraine had requested.
While the package still fell short of the
specific requests made by Ukraine, it also
represented a real shift.
Charles Kupchan, a senior fellow at the
Council on Foreign Relations, said the recent
package of military assistance is a “significant change” and is a sign that the administration and U.S. allies “have consistently turned
up the heat” against Russia.
“Are there still red lines? Yes,” he added,
but said the U.S. has walked right up to those
lines without crossing them.
The announcement of the new package
followed public pressure from Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelensky.
Zelensky spoke Wednesday with Biden for
nearly an hour ahead of the announcement of
the weapons package. He’s previously posted on Twitter demands for specific military
hardware, including fighter jets, tanks and
multiple rocket launch systems.
The campaign, which Zelensky tagged as
“#ArmUkraine” was an effort to get the U.S.
and Western allies to speed up deliveries and
fulfill specific demands for critical weapons

systems as Russian forces retreating, regrouping and resupplying offer a brief reprieve.
“The weapons coming to Ukraine are very
slow, we desperately need them. That’s why
President [Zelensky] made this campaign
public,” Oleksiy Goncharenko, a Ukrainian
member of parliament, told The Hill.
Outside analysts and people familiar with
the administration’s reasoning say a combination of caution and concerns over logistics
has kept the U.S. from fulfilling Zelensky’s
wish list.
The package, for example, does not include war planes that Zelensky in his video
appeal described as a “must have” to “save
millions of Ukrainians as well as millions of
Europeans.”
It also will take about four weeks for the
U.S. to deliver all of the military assistance
included in the $800 million package, a senior

defense official told reporters on Thursday.
John Herbst, a former ambassador to
Ukraine and senior fellow with the Atlantic
Council, welcomed Biden’s military package
but said the Ukrainians need air power, and
in particular Soviet-era MiG fighter jets and
Sukhoi bombers.
“They’re still saying no to the MiGs and
the Sukhoi bombers, those MiGs and Sukhoi
bombers would be very handy dealing with
Russian tanks and armored personnel carriers
on open ground,” Herbst said.
White House press secretary Jen Psaki
said on Wednesday that the administration
still has “concerns” about the delivery of
MiGs from Poland to Ukraine, referring to
earlier assessments by the Pentagon that
such a move could trigger Putin to escalate a
conflict with NATO. “That assessment hasn’t
changed,” Psaki said.

One outside analyst with insight into
the administration’s thinking credited Secretary of State Antony Blinken for being
forward-leaning on sending more advanced
weapons to Ukraine.
The analyst, who requested anonymity to
speak candidly, pointed to Blinken’s support
for the MiG transfer. Blinken on March 6
said the U.S. had given the “green light” to
Poland. The vow was walked back by the
White House the next day.
“The policy is being run by the National
Security Council and we know that Blinken’s
instincts are very different, and we saw that
on the MiG issue,” the analyst said.
U.S. officials publicly suggested that
changes in the war are changing the types of
U.S. support.
“The nature of the conflict is changing …
and so it would stand to reason that the precise forms of support will adapt to that changing reality,” State Department spokesperson
Ned Price said in a briefing on Wednesday.
Russia is believed to be regrouping its
forces for a more concentrated offensive
on the eastern and southern regions of the
country.
Price, at the State Department on Wednesday, said the $800 million weapons transfer to
Ukraine came following a direct appeal from
Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba
to Blinken asking for “weapons, weapons
and weapons.”
“He met with Secretary Blinken, and Secretary Blinken had three answers for him: yes,
yes and yes. And you saw today the fruits of
some of those discussions,” Price said.

Here’s all the weapons the US is sending to Ukraine
By Jordan Williams
The Hill
The Biden administration on
Wednesday unveiled $800 million
in military equipment to Ukraine
as Russia prepares to launch an
offensive in the eastern part of the
country.
The U.S. has rushed over $3.2
billion in security assistance to
Ukraine since the beginning of the
Biden administration, including
$2.6 billion since Russia invaded
Ukraine on Feb. 24.
Following a meeting with NATO
Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg
last week, Ukraine’s foreign minister tweeted: “I came here today to
discuss three most important things:
weapons, weapons, and weapons.”
The most recent round of U.S.
security assistance includes a mixture of arms and other supplies that
Washington has already provided
Kyiv, as well as new capabilities
that had not previously been sent
over.
Here is everything the U.S. has
sent to Ukraine since Russia’s invasion of Ukraine began.
155 mm howitzers
As part of the Wednesday’s
weapons package, the U.S. will

for the first time send Ukraine 18
155mm howitzers and 40,000 artillery rounds.
The howitzer, which weighs
10,000 pounds, is a towed field
artillery piece that can hit targets up
to 30 kilometers, or 18 miles, away.
Pentagon press secretary John
Kirby said Ukraine specifically
asked for fire support and artillery
support and said the howitzers are
“reflective of the kind of fighting
the Ukrainians are expecting to
be faced with” in more confined
geographic areas.
Mi-17 Helicopters
The $800 million package also
includes 11 Mi-17 helicopters.
Prior to Wednesday, the U.S. sent
Ukraine five Mi-17 helicopters,
bringing the total committed up

to 16.
The Mi-17 is a Soviet-era transport helicopter that can also function as a helicopter gunship. It can
carry as many as 30 passengers or
9,000 pounds of cargo.
The helicopters had originally
been earmarked for Afghanistan,
Kirby said. It was originally unclear whether Ukraine wanted the
aircraft, White House press secretary Jen Psaki said this week, but
they were ultimately included after
Ukraine said they wanted them.
Switchblade drones
The U.S. has sent hundreds of
Switchblade drones to Ukraine
in separate installments since the
middle of March.
A package announced on March
16 included “100 tactical unmanned

peration.
“All of the world, all of the
countries have to be worried,”
Zelensky said when asked if he
was worried about nuclear weapons
use during a CNN interview. “We
should think, not be afraid, not be
afraid, be ready.”
There is tremendous uncertainty
around how long the war could last
or how it will play out.
“We believe there is a good
chance that the fighting will be
protracted, that this will go on for
months or even longer,” White
House national security adviser
Jake Sullivan said during an event
Thursday hosted by the Economic
Club of Washington.
But he added that “we should
all offer some degree of humility
in making projections about the
course of this war because it’s
uncertain as to how exactly it will

unfold.”
Peace talks between Ukraine and
Russia have yielded little optimism,
and Putin seemed to reject them
entirely earlier this week.
“My gut tells me that Putin
would rather bring full scale war
to an end sooner rather than later,”
Charles Kupchan, a senior fellow
at the Council on Foreign Relations
who served on President Obama’s
National Security Council.
He added, however, that the
global community could be facing
a “simmering frozen conflict that
goes on for years. Russian troops
have a tendency to show up and not
leave,” Kupchan said.

Ukraine Does Unthinkable

(Continued from Page 14)
Gurin said that he believes Russia will try to “destroy Ukraine” by
wiping out cities and killing people,
pointing to the destruction Moscow
has already caused in the strategic
port city of Mariupol. He warned
Russia could take some major action around May 9, or Victory Day,
which Moscow usually marks with
a military parade.
“They need to show something
for their population,” Gurin said,
noting that Russian military vehicles usually displayed in the parade
had been destroyed by the war.
The U.S. has stepped up warnings that Russia could use chemical
weapons and is sending protective
gear to Ukraine to prepare for that
possibility. CIA Director William
Burns also warned Thursday that
Russia could use tactical or lowyield nuclear weapons out of des-
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aerial systems,” which were later
revealed to be Switchblade drones.
The Pentagon provided more
of the drones on April 3 as part of
a $300 million security assistance
package, and this week’s package
includes an additional 300 Switchblade drones.
There are two types of Switchblade drones manufactured by
AeroVironment. The Switchblade
300, which is intended to target personnel and light vehicles, weighs
less than 5 pounds, can fly roughly
6 miles and can hover over targets
for about 15 minutes.
The Switchblade 600, a more advanced version of the drone meant
to target tanks, weighs about 50
pounds, can fly more than 24 miles
and can stay in the air for roughly
40 minutes. The U.S. has provided
both to Ukraine, though it’s unclear
how many of each.
Radars
The $800 million weapons package announced Wednesday includes
two different types of radars: 10
AN/TPQ-36 counter-artillery radars and two AN/MPQ-64 Sentinel
air surveillance radars.
The AN/TPQ-36 counter-artillery radar is a light-weight mobile
radar set that can automatically
detect and track incoming mortar,
artillery and rocket fire. When it
detects a projectile, it can compute
its location and be used to direct
counter-fires
The AN/MPQ-64 Sentinel air

surveillance radars is a 3-D radar
that can alert and cue short range
air defense weapons to the locations of hostile targets approaching
front-line forces. They can track
and identify cruise missiles and
unmanned aerial vehicles, as well
as rotary- and fixed-wing aircraft.
Stingers and Javelins
The U.S. has sent thousands
of Stinger anti-aircraft missiles
and Javelin anti-tank missiles to
Ukraine.
The weapons, which can be
deployed by ground troops to hit
targets within short ranges, have
been crucial in Ukraine’s ability to
defend itself, U.S. defense officials
have said.
“The Javelin, the Stingers have
proven to be very, very effective in
this fight,” Defense Secretary Lloyd
Austin told the House Armed Services committee on April 5.
Other types of military
equipment sent to Ukraine:
—Coastal defense drones
—Grenade launchers
—Rifles
—Pistols
—Machine guns
—Shotguns
—Body armor
—Helmets
—Patrol boats
—Medical equipment
—Chemical, biological, radiological and nuclear protective
equipment
—Demining equipment
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Biden administration politically
tone deaf on immigration issues
By Glenn C. Altschuler
Before Congress adjourned for a two-week
recess, progress on a $10 billion COVID relief bill stalled. Although Republicans in the
Senate signaled support for appropriations
for vaccines, testing, and therapeutics, they
insisted on an amendment retaining Title 42,
a provision of the 1944 Public Health Act authorizing the federal government to prohibit
“the introduction of persons and property to
stop a contagious disease from spreading in
the United States.”
Robert Redfield, President Trump’s CDC
Director, applied Title 42 to immigrants at
the southern border. Rochelle Walensky, his
successor, recently announced that given the
decline in COVID cases, hospitalizations,
and deaths, and an expansion of public health
facilities and protocols by Homeland Security
and Health and Human Services, the policy
would be rescinded in late May. The Biden
administration, Republicans countered, was
declaring an end to a public health emergency
on the southern border while invoking one to
justify the Coronavirus relief package.
Title 42 is, by definition, a blunt instrument. The Trump administration, it’s worth
noting, used it to expel 400,000 people;
the Biden administration 1.2 million. And,
of course, some individuals were expelled
more than once. The process, which can be
invoked whether or not migrants have been
vaccinated, is often completed within a few
hours. Those who are subject to Title 42 cannot apply for asylum. Moreover, Mexico has
agreed only to accept persons expelled under
Title 42 if their home country is Guatemala,

Honduras, or El Salvador.
All that said, the decision (and the timing) to terminate Title 42 demonstrate that
the Biden administration, which has been
plagued by infighting, is politically tone deaf
on the issue of immigration.
Walensky’s announcement coincides with
an acknowledgement that HHS is bracing
for a “mass migration event” this spring and
summer, with daily numbers rising from an
already high 7,000 to as many as 18,000.
Republicans are already making Title 42 —
and immigration in general — a signature
issue in the midterm elections. “It’s obvious
Biden doesn’t have a clue about how to stop
the influx of illegal immigrants and deadly
drugs from pouring into the United States,”
Gov. Greg Abbott (R-Texas) has proclaimed.
In response to the termination of Title 42,
Abbott declared that Texas state troopers in

riot gear would meet migrants at the border
and bus them to the steps of the U.S. Capitol,
where the Biden administration would be
compelled address their needs.
The debate over Title 42 has put U.S.
Senate and House Democrats — especially
those from red and purple states — on the
spot. Reps. Henry Cuellar (D-Texas) and
Vicente Gonzalez (D-Texas) have asked
President Biden to keep Title 42 in place
until encounters at the border subside. Rep.
Bennie Thompson (D-Miss.) has said he
would support a COVID relief bill if it also
retained Title 42: “Why wouldn’t I?” Sen. Jon
Tester (D-Mont.) tweeted that he is ”strongly
opposed to the administration’s decision to
let Title 42 expire next month — which will
only add to the strain on our broken immigration system.” Sens. Mark Kelly (D-Ariz.),
Raphael Warnock (D-Ga.), and Catherine
Cortez Masto (D-N.M.), whose re-election
prospects are uncertain, have declined to
say if they will support legislation to retain
Title 42. “There’s going to be a surge at the
southern border,” Cortez Masto has added, in
a shot across Biden’s bow. ”There should be
a plan and I’ve been calling for it all along.”
Moreover, Biden has not adequately
explained his administration’s approach to
immigration to American voters. He should
indicate that for decades Republicans in
Congress have refused to address comprehensive immigration reform and the status
of unauthorized immigrants in the United
States. He should point out that building a
border wall is a sound bite, not a solution
to a complicated problem. And he should

list the policies of his administration that,
according to the Migration Policy Institute,
have “had a significant impact on humanitarian protection, immigration enforcement,
and legal immigration”: greatly reducing the
number of unauthorized immigrants subject
to arrest, detention and removal; ending the
separation of parents and children and the use
of Title 42 to expel unaccompanied children;
lifting some barriers to entry and benefits;
extending eligibility for temporary protection
to an additional 430,000 individuals; raising
the refugee resettlement ceiling to 125,000;
and rescinding travel bans on nationals from
13 countries.
Most of all, Biden should aggressively
refute allegations that he favors open borders.
He should expose slurs on immigrants as
inaccurate, unjust, and un-American.
Alas, in marked contrast to Donald J.
Trump, Biden doesn’t always recognize that
you can’t make music if you don’t blow your
own horn. And you allow your adversaries to
choose the tunes.
More than half — 55 percent — of Americans now disapprove of Biden’s handling
of immigration. Turning their assessments
around presents a daunting challenge. With
the midterms less than seven months away,
the clock is ticking.
*****
Glenn C. Altschuler is the Thomas and
Dorothy Litwin Professor of American Studies at Cornell University. He is the co-author
(with Stuart Blumin) of “Rude Republic:
Americans and Their Politics in the Nineteenth Century.”

Senators say they’re interested in bipartisan
immigration plan; here are some suggestions

By Nolan Rappaport
Sens. Thom Tillis (R-N.C.) and Dick
Durbin (D-Ill.) plan to bring together a group
of senators interested in trying to revive immigration discussions after the April recess.
They “want to sit at a table and ask members
who have immigration, bipartisan immigration bills, to come and propose those bills
to us and see if we can build a 60-vote plus
margin for a group of bills.”
Are they serious about immigration
reform, or are they just doing this so they
will be able to say in the upcoming midterm
elections that they sponsored a number of
immigration reform bills?
It won’t take much effort to repackage
bills that have already been introduced.
In any case, they seem at least to be open
to a variety of approaches to immigration
reform, so I will take this opportunity to offer
them a few suggestions.
Registry — The Democrats tried to
include a registry provision update in a reconciliation bill in September 2021, but the
Senate parliamentarian made them remove it.
That was unfortunate. The registry provision
has not been updated since 1986.
The registry provision grants lawful
permanent resident status to certain undocumented immigrants who have resided continuously in the United States since before Jan.
1, 1972. This means that registry currently is
available only to undocumented immigrants
who have lived here continuously for half a
century, which greatly reduces the value of
the provision.
The Democrats went too far in the other
direction with the update they put in the
reconciliation bill. It would have changed

this date to Jan. 1, 2011, which would make
legalization available to approximately 6.7
million undocumented immigrants.
At some point, an undocumented immigrant has been here so long that it would be
unconscionable to make him leave. It’s just
a matter of reaching an agreement on when
that point has been reached.
I encourage the senators to include the
registry provision in their bipartisan discussion to see if there is a date that would be
acceptable to both parties.
DACA — Some Republicans are sympathetic towards the plight of DACA participants. Even former President Trump
wanted to help them. He proposed a DACA
legalization program that would be a good
place to start; that proposal was a four-point
framework that only had one provision that
was a deal-killer. He wanted to end the

practice that opponents refer to as “chain
migration,” the process by which legal U.S.
residents may sponsor a family member for
immigration to the United States.
I have proposed a compromise that would
provide DACA participants with lawful status through the Special Immigrant Juvenile
(SIJ) Program, which would also prevent
the participant from conferring immigration
benefits on his parents when he becomes a
lawful permanent resident.
But circumstances have changed since
then. A border security crisis has occurred
under Biden’s presidency. The Border Patrol
apprehended nearly a million illegal crossers
along the southern border during the first six
months of fiscal 2022, and DHS is expecting
up to 18,000 illegal crossings per day when
the Title 42 order is lifted.
The Democrats may have to stop this flood

of illegal crossers if they want Republican
votes for a legalization program of any kind.
Unfair labor practices — Most immigrants who enter the United States unlawfully
come here to find employment. The shorthand
description of this situation is that they are
drawn here by the “job magnet.”
It is easy for unscrupulous employers to
exploit them because they can be reported
to ICE if they complain about the way they
are treated.
The employer sanctions in INA section
1324a prohibit employers from hiring immigrants they know are not authorized to work.
An employer who violates this provision is
subject to fines of up to $10,000 for each
undocumented employee. But this hasn’t
eliminated the job magnet.
The senators could augment employment
sanctions with a bill establishing a Labor
Department task force to mount a large-scale,
nationwide campaign to stop the exploitation
of employees in industries known to hire
large numbers of undocumented immigrants.
This would take immigration status out of the
picture. The enforcement actions wouldn’t
be based on the immigration status of the
exploited employees.
Expanded CAM program — According
to Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro
Mayorkas, DHS has a plan for managing any
potential increase in illegal border crossings
when the Title 42 order is terminated.
The plan relies primarily on a new immigration process that will permit USCIS
asylum officers to adjudicate the asylum
claims of illegal crossers who establish
a well-founded fear of persecution. This
(See Rappaport, Page 17)

Is this the beginning of the end of Big Tech tyranny?
By Joseph Farah
Today I want to discuss the delicate nature
of America’s First Amendment — sometimes
called the “first freedom.”
Recently, Elon Musk sent a shockwave
through Big Tech — Google, Facebook,
Amazon, Apple, Twitter and a host of other
companies — tyrants all, companies too big
to fail, leading un-American corporations in
a fascist direction. Musk, a different breed
of billionaire, committed apparently to the
First Amendment bought the largest stake in
Twitter. This gives us some hope we might
be beginning to see an end in sight to Big
Tech tyranny.
But this is NOT the end. It could be the
beginning — not the end.
Musk is our great hope — smart, cool, but
I hate to gamble the future of an institution
as important as the future of America on one
man. He was immediately appointed to the
board of Twitter.
Twitter’s chief executive, Parag Agrawal,
is not even a gamble. By his own admission,
he’s not a fan of the First Amendment.
“I’m excited to share that we’re appointing
Elon Musk to our board!” he said in tweet.
“Through conversations with Elon in recent
weeks, it became clear to us that he would
bring great value to our Board. He’s both a
passionate believer and intense critic of the
service which is exactly what we need on @

Twitter, and in the boardroom, to make us
stronger in the long-term. Welcome Elon!”
Somewhat disingenuous response, perhaps. He has something up his sleeve.
In a 2018 interview, Agrawal, at 37 the
youngest CEO of a Top 500 company, said
Twitter should “focus less on thinking about
free speech, but thinking about how the times
have changed. Where our role is particularly
emphasized is who can be heard. And so
increasingly our role is moving towards how
we recommend content … how we direct

people’s attention.”
Wikipedia co-founder and internet theorist
Larry Sanger slammed Agrawal’s comments.
“So this is how he feels about free speech.
Of course. Another Silicon Valley jerk engaging in doublespeak, using what should
be an open public square for manipulation
and indoctrination,” Sanger fumed in a tweet.
Why doesn’t Agrawal have any appreciation for the First Amendment? Born in
Rajasthan, India, Agrawal studied computer
science at the Indian Institute of Technology

Bombay. He earned his Ph.D. at Stanford
University and joined Twitter in 2011 to work
on its advertising tech. Agrawal will get a $1
million salary, $1.5 million “target” bonus,
“golden parachute”-style executive severance
plan — and $12.5 million in Twitter stock,
according to securities filings.
Even many Americans don’t have appreciation for the First Amendment — LIKE
DEMOCRATS!
Now, though, many Americans know
better. It is increasingly obvious that the
American people’s freedoms end where the
power of tech tyrants begins.
How do we apply a real fix? Stand up for
constitutional principles! We need to explicitly state that tech giants can never engage in
de-platforming or censorship over speech that
is protected by the First Amendment.
That’s the final test — the constitutional
one!
This would bring back the media — somewhat. The game is rigged for now.
*****
Joseph Farah is founder, editor and chief
executive officer of WND. He is the author
or co-author of 13 books that have sold more
than 5 million copies. Before launching WND
as the first independent online news outlet in
1997, he served as editor in chief of major
market dailies including the legendary Sacramento Union.
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Twitter faces the ‘nightmare’ of
being forced into free speech

By Jonathan Turley
Twitter’s board of directors
gathered this week to sign what
sounds like a suicide pact. It unanimously voted to swallow a “poison
pill” to tank the value of the social
media giant’s shares rather than
allow billionaire Elon Musk to buy
the company.
The move is one way to fend
off hostile takeovers, but what is
different in this case is the added
source of the hostility: Twitter and
many liberals are apoplectic over
Musk’s call for free speech protections on the site.
Company boards have a fiduciary duty to do what is best for shareholders, which usually is measured
in share values. Twitter has long
done the opposite. It has virtually
written off many conservatives —
and a large portion of its prospective market — with years of arbitrary censorship of dissenting views
on everything from gender identity
to global warming, election fraud
and the pandemic. Most recently,
Twitter suspended a group, Libs of
Tik Tok, for “hateful conduct.” The
conduct? Reposting what liberals
have said about themselves.
The company seemingly has
written off free speech too. Twitter
CEO Parag Agrawal was asked how
Twitter would balance its efforts
to combat misinformation with
wanting to “protect free speech as a
core value” and to respect the First
Amendment. He responded dismissively that the company is “not to
be bound by the First Amendment”
and will regulate content as “reflective of things that we believe lead
to a healthier public conversation.”
Agrawal said the company would
“focus less on thinking about free
speech” because “speech is easy on
the internet. Most people can speak.

Rappaport

(Continued from Page 16)
currently is done by immigration
judges. If an asylum officers denies
a claim, however, the applicant will
be able to submit it again to an
immigration judge.
USCIS is already struggling
with a backlog of more than 9.5 million benefit applications, and this
includes about 435,000 affirmative
asylum applications. Asylum applications are considered “affirmative”
when they are filed directly with
USCIS and “defensive” if they are
filed in removal proceedings before
an immigration judge.
The other part of the plan is
a dedicated docket for families
who are apprehended after making
illegal border crossings. This has
been tried before by two previous
administrations with much smaller
immigration court backlogs, and it
failed both times.
Human Rights First claims that
the dedicated dockets in previous
administrations led to high rates
of in absentia removals, mistaken
decisions that needed to be corrected on appeal, and increased
backlogs. And Gracie Willis, a staff
attorney at the Southern Poverty
Law Center, thinks it is unfair to
the individuals who have been
waiting for their day in court for
years to establish a “rocket docket”
for families who have just crossed
the border.
The senators could provide a
better option with a bill to establish
an expanded version of the Central
American Minors (CAM) Refugee
and Parole Program. The CAM
program provides locations outside
of the United States for screening
the persecution claims of certain
Central American children who
have parents in the United States.
If the CAM program is expanded
to include anyone with a persecution claim, asylum seekers would
not have to make the dangerous
journey to the United States to seek
relief and there would be fewer
illegal crossings at our border.
*****
Nolan Rappaport was detailed
to the House Judiciary Committee
as an Executive Branch Immigration Law Expert for three years.
He subsequently served as an
immigration counsel for the Subcommittee on Immigration, Border
Security and Claims for four years.
Prior to working on the Judiciary
Committee, he wrote decisions for
the Board of Immigration Appeals
for 20 years. Follow him at https://
nolanrappaport.blogspot.com

Where our role is particularly emphasized is who can be heard.”
Not surprisingly, selling censorship is not a big hit with most
consumers, particularly from a
communications or social media
company. The actions of Twitter’s
management have led to roller-coastering share values. While
Twitter once reached a high of
about $73 a share, it is currently
around $45. (Musk was offering
$54.20 a share, representing a 54
percent premium over the share
price the day before he invested in
the company.)
Notably, Musk will not trigger
the poison pill if he stays below 15
percent ownership of the company.
He could push his present stake up
to 14.9 percent and then negotiate
with other shareholders to take
greater control.
Another problem is that Twitter
long sought a private buyer under

former CEO Jack Dorsey. If Musk
increases his bid closer to $60, the
board could face liability in putting
its interests ahead of the company’s
shareholders.
Putting aside the magical share
number, Musk is right that the
company’s potential has been constrained by its woke management.
For social media companies, free
speech is not only ethically but
economically beneficial — because
the censorship model only works
if you have an effective monopoly
in which customers have no other
choice. That is how Henry Ford
could tell customers, back when
he controlled car-making, that they
could have any color of Model T “as
long as it’s black.”
Of course, the Model T’s color
was not a critical part of the product. On the other hand, Twitter is a
communications company selling
censorship — and opposing free

speech as a social media company
is a little like Ford opposing cars.
The public could be moving beyond Twitter’s Model T philosophy,
however, with many people looking
for access to an open, free forum for
discussions.
Censorship — or “content modification,” as used in polite company — is not value maximizing for
Twitter, but it is status enhancing
for executives such as Agrawal. It
does not matter that consumers of
his product want less censorship;
the company has become captive
to its executives’ agendas.
Twitter is not alone in pursuing
such self-defeating values. Many
in the mainstream media and many
on the left have become some of
the loudest advocates for corporate
censorship. The Washington Post’s
Max Boot, for example, declared,
”For democracy to survive, we
need more content moderation, not
less.” MSNBC’s Katy Tur warned
that reintroducing free speech
values on Twitter could produce
“massive, life- and globe-altering
consequences for just letting people
run wild on the thing.”
Columnist and former Clinton
Labor Secretary Robert Reich
went full Orwellian in explaining
why freedom is tyranny. Reich
dismissed calls for free speech
and warned that censorship is
“necessary to protect American
democracy.” He then delivered a
line that would make Big Brother
blush: “That’s Musk’s dream. And
Trump’s. And Putin’s. And the
dream of every dictator, strongman,
demagogue and modern-day robber
baron on Earth. For the rest of us, it
would be a brave new nightmare.”
The problem comes when you
sell fear for too long and at too high
a price. Recently, Rep. Madeleine

Dean (D-Pa.) agreed with MSNBC
analyst John Heilemann that Democrats have to “scare the crap out of
[voters] and get them to come out.”
That line is not selling any better
for the media than it is for social
media, however. Trust in the media
is at a record low, with only 7 percent expressing great trust in what
is being reported. The United States
ranks last in media trust among 46
nations.
Just as the public does not want
social media companies to control
their views, it does not want the media to shape its news. In one recent
poll, “76.3 percent of respondents
from all political affiliations said
that ‘the primary focus of the mainstream media’s coverage of current
events is to advance their own opinions or political agendas.’”
Thus, an outbreak of free speech
could have dire consequences for
many in the political-corporate-media triumvirate. For them, the greatest danger is that Musk could be
right and Twitter would become a
more popular, more profitable company selling a free speech product.
Poison pill maneuvers are often
used to force a potential buyer to
negotiate with the board. However,
Twitter’s directors (who include
Agrawal and Dorsey) have previously limited their product to advance their own political preferences. This time, federal law may force
them to fulfill their fiduciary duties,
even at the cost of supporting free
speech. The problem for the board
will occur when the “nightmare” of
free speech comes in at $60 a share.
*****
Jonathan Turley is the Shapiro
Professor of Public Interest Law
at George Washington University.
Follow him on Twitter @JonathanTurley.
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A government big enough to give you everything you want, is strong enough to take everything you have. — Thomas Jefferson

Our Point of View

Biden’s ‘Catch and
Concierge’ program
for illegals

Guest Editorial by Betsy McCaughey
Millions of Americans are paying taxes this week. What
worsens the pain is to see President Joe Biden spending our
tax money on hotel stays, debit cards and cellphones for
migrants illegally crossing the southern border.
Biden is rolling out the welcome mat.
Illegal border crossers will no longer be treated like
criminals but more like customers. The president’s fiscal
budget, presented March 28, cuts funding for Immigration
and Customs Enforcement by 8 percent despite an expected
surge in migrants and reduces detention beds. Meanwhile,
Biden is increasing funding for a speedier service for migrants entering the country illegally, with more flights and
ground transportation. Kind of like a travel agency.
As of late May, Customs and Border Protection officials
will not be able to send back migrants using Title 42, a legal
tool devised to limit immigration during COVID-19. Illegal
immigration is predicted to surge to 18,000 people a day.
Biden isn’t planning to deter it, only to accommodate it.
There will be no punishment for sneaking into the country, or what the White House prefers to call “irregular”
immigration.
Migrants won’t be detained in crowded facilities, sleeping under metallic sheets. These facilities are being phased
out.
After crossing and being apprehended, migrants are
fingerprinted and handed an Order of Release and Recognizance, granting them a legal right to travel in the U.S.,
so long as they report to an ICE officer when they reach
their destination.
Then they’re welcomed by Catholic Charities or other
nonprofits, who help with travel instructions. Some are
taken directly to bus stations or airports. But many others
are checked into hotels for one or two days of R&R before
continuing to the destination of their choice. Call it the
Catch and Concierge experience.
Over the last year, the Biden administration has contracted hotel space in Scottsdale, Arizona, El Paso, Texas, and
other sites to house migrants while they’re provided COVID
screening, medical care, hot meals and a chance to shower
and rest. What’s next? Mints on the pillow?
Hotels were used in the past to house migrants but only
because detention facilities were full, not because they were
replacing them.
California’s health department is also renting hotels in
San Diego, including a Four Points Sheraton and a Ramada
Inn, where Catholic Charities Diocese of San Diego and
Jewish Family Service of San Diego provide services to
migrants.
Don’t think because these charities are helping that taxpayers are off the hook. The federal government is Catholic
Charities’ largest source of funds, and Jewish Family Service gets its money largely from Catholic Charities. Illegal
immigration is funded in a tangled maze that invariably
leads back to U.S. taxpayers.
That’s who’s paying for the smartphones and tablets for
migrants — the latest perk. White House press secretary
Jen Psaki claims the devices will make it easier to track
migrants. Border officials, according to the Los Angeles
Times, insist the smartphones are for safer travel, not tracking. Migrants can simply throw the device away.
Previous administrations used ankle bracelets, but immigration advocates complained they were uncomfortable and
humiliating, so the Biden administration discontinued them.
Even before migrants cross the border, the International
Organization for Migration, a part of the United Nations,
distributes plastic debit cards worth about $400 to help
tide over migrants waiting to enter. Where does IOM get
its money? Partly from America, of course. Twelve House
Republicans introduced the “No Tax Dollars for the Immigration Invasion Act” to bar funding these cash giveaways.
With Biden welcoming migrants crossing illegally and
helping them settle wherever in the U.S. they choose, every
state becomes a border state. Taxpayers in all 50 states are
clobbered with the cost of providing housing, emergency
medical care and public schooling. Dems in New York, who
have no mercy on taxpayers, are even extending Medicaid
to migrants 65 and over illegally in the U.S.
Americans are generous people, but they have to provide
for their own kids and neighbors first. Without warning,
Biden is flying migrants into communities under the cover
of night and expecting them to be cared for. It’s nothing
short of an ambush.
*****
Betsy McCaughey is a former lieutenant governor of
New York and author of “The Next Pandemic,” available
at Amazon.com. Contact her at betsy@betsymccaughey.
com or on Twitter @Betsy_McCaughey.

A comment does not
make an endorsement

By Perly Viasmensky
Every day we learn something new. Just a couple of
days ago someone called me asking the reason we are
endorsing a political candidate and his advertisement
is nowhere to be seen in the newspaper.
I asked who that person might be. I was informed
that his name is Stan Vaughan and that on his web page
it shows that Las Vegas Tribune is endorsing him for
Assembly District 20.
I checked this gentleman’s webpage and in fact
under endorsement appears the logo of the Las Vegas
Tribune.
We don’t know this man and definitively we have
not endorsed him.
We only know one Stan and that is STAN HYT,
candidate for Clark County Sheriff and yes, we endorse
him 100 percent.
I tried to contact Stan Vaughan or his campaign
manager, who I strongly believe would be responsible
for the content of his webpage, without luck.
After the tragic and unexpected death of Rolando
Larraz, the founder, publisher and editor-in-chief of

this publication, the only person responsible for the
content of the paper is yours truly, always under the
advice of our long-time friends and co-workers Donald
H. Snook and Maramis Choufani.
After asking both of them, they both said they have
no clue who this man is and that they would never make
any of those decisions without consulting with me.
I honestly believe a correction needs to be done,
because we are not endorsing someone we don’t even
know or have any knowledge of his platform.
If in years past someone in this newspaper made a
comment about this man, that is just a comment and
very far from an endorsement.
I strongly believe and highly request that Mr.
Vaughan should correct such a mistake on his webpage
and publicly express that a mistake has been made.
For the record, we have no idea who this man is
and NO, we did not endorse him.
Perly Viasmensky is the General Manager of the
Las Vegas Tribune. She writes a weekly column in this
newspaper. To contact Perly Viasmensky, email her at
pviasmensky@lasvegastribune.com.

ON A PERSONAL NOTE

Are we really allowed to go
around without a mask now?

By Maramis
Allowed? Are we at the mercy of
those who have to grant us permission to do the things we were always
allowed to do, if we wanted? Or have
we been at the mercy of those who insisted that we do what we don’t want
to do, just because “they” said so,
even though we know that wearing
masks does not really help and that
was proven back in 2020.
I remember a video made by a
hospital nurse who demonstrated the
value of wearing — or not wearing MaraMiS
— masks during all the mask-wearing mandates. She
demonstrated with a video showing people sitting along
a table with masks on and just talking, or coughing,
and variously sneezing and/or blowing smoke through
their “approved” style of face masks while she was
using some kind of filter on her camera that caught
the particles that were coming through the masks.
Yes, coming right through the masks. Cough particles,
sneeze particles, and smoke vapors. And what came
through those masks did not stop right in front of their
own faces; it was projected clear across to the other side
of the table. And guess what? When I went to show that
video to someone, it was gone. That video would not

be good for any mandate story that
Fauci or those of his ilk were making
people believe.
This was back in 2020, shortly
after mask mandates came into
vogue. There was a lot of talk about
the mandating of those masks, both
pro and con; because it was a new
thing, there was a lot of “con,” but
people were beginning to understand
that they were doing it for the good
of themselves and their families and
everyone they would run into out
Choufani in public. Dr. Fauci kept reminding
people that “the science” was telling us that was what
we needed to do.
Of course, even Dr. Fauci didn’t always know which
side of the fence he was on, and so he was in favor of
wearing the masks at one time, then changing his mind
or his stance, and then back again. All he claimed was
that he was always on the side of “science.”
As time — and the pandemic — went on, we heard
many different stories or versions of those stories from
the lips of Dr. Fauci (and others) in regard to what is
best for us to do. Needless to say, it was really hard
to know for sure what to do. But fear of “catching the
(See Maramis, Page 23)

By Joe Concha
Poll after poll shows President Biden losing support
from every demographic in the book. Quinnipiac University has the 46th president at 33 percent approval
overall, or just 9 points higher than President Nixon
had on the day he resigned from office.
But perhaps the most disturbing number for Team
Biden comes when looking at his stunning fall among
Hispanics, a hugely important voting bloc that went to
him to the tune of 61 percent.
In the Quinnipiac poll released this week, Biden
receives just 26 percent approval. Upon entering
office, FiveThirtyEight.com had Biden at 69 percent
approval, so we’re talking a 43-percentage point drop
in the span of 15 months. And just 12 percent of Hispanics “approve strongly” of Biden’s performance as
president, while 54 percent “disapprove strongly” or
“disapprove somewhat.”
For Democrats, these are keep-you-up-at-night
numbers. Because Latinos are the country’s largest
minority voting bloc.
Pandering to Latinos in the most obvious and phony

ways possible ain’t helping, either.
”It’s awful hard to get Latinx vaccinated as well.
Why? They’re worried that they’ll be vaccinated and
deported,” President Biden once said without realizing
how offensive his perspective was. Again, why would
Latinos be worried about being deported if they’re
already legal citizens? The president was stereotyping
more than 60 million people as illegal immigrants.
By the way, “Latinx,” the term preferred by most
progressives, is an attempt to refer to the group in a
gender-neutral manner. But according to Bendixen &
Amandi International, 40 percent of Latino voters are
offended by the use of “Latinx,” while just 2 percent
identified as Latinx. Two percent.
”The numbers suggest that using Latinx is a violation of the political Hippocratic Oath, which is to first
do no electoral harm,” explained Fernand Amandi, of
Bendixen & Amandi International, to Politico after the
poll results were released.
Latinos’ two greatest concerns are skyrocketing
inflation and crime. A recent Axios poll found that 37
(See Concha, Page 20)

Hispanics are abandoning
Biden in droves. Here’s why

View Points
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Toxic Ka-Leaky-Leaky ridicules
Blacks, humiliates GOP politicians
By Chuck Muth
On March 18 I warned folks,
especially candidates, about participating in Nephi Oliva, aka Nafi
Khaliki, aka Knee-High Ka-LeakyLeaky’s, CCW (concealed carry)
training event in Las Vegas this
past Sunday.
They should have listened.
From 8 News Now last Wednesday
morning…
“Racist comments made at a
conservative political fundraiser
are sparking outrage. Several
Republican politicians attended
the event including Assemblyman
Tom Roberts and North Las Vegas
Mayor John Lee. Roberts is running
for Clark County sheriff. Lee is
running for governor. … Lee and
Roberts both appear in videos taken
at the event.”
A report by NewsOne added…
“(W)hen a firearm instructor in
Nevada got on stage during a recent
conceal carry weapon (CCW) event
and decided to do his version of the
‘White people are this way while
Black people are this other way’

CHUCK MUTH
jokes that most Black comedians
stopped doing in the late ’90s, his
bit was stale, dated, completely
unclever and completely racist.
He probably thought it was OK
because he was also making fun of
White people, but nah — the racism
and Black resentment were clear in
his presentation.”
So what “racist comments” did
Ka-Leaky-Leaky make during his
training presentation?

Well, he put up a slide titled
“Firearm Safety for Black People”
which included the following…
—ALWAYS shoot the gun right
side up
—ALWAYS lick the chicken
grease off your fingers before
shooting
—ALWAYS make sure there’s a
White person around so you have
someone to blame for everything
that goes wrong in your life
—ALWAYS aim for small children to ensure you actually hit
another gang member
In response to the well-deserved, widespread blowback,
this blowhard said, “Look, I think
racism’s funny.”
Yeah, um…Dave Chappelle he’s
not. And such wonderful PR for
Republicans. Thanks, Knee-High.
Ka-Leaky-Leaky also used the
event to endorse Roberts for Clark
County sheriff — which is absurd
for anyone calling themselves a
“conservative,” as Knee-High does.
Roberts is the poster child for
RINOs (Republicans in Name

Only). He chalked up the second-worst conservative voting
record in the 2021 session per the
Nevada Policy Research Institute’s
ratings (61.06 percent) and regularly campaigns for… Democrats.
On April 3 I wrote…
“I understand why this POS
(Knee-High) needs to be associated
with them (GOP candidates); it
gives him an air of credibility he
otherwise wouldn’t have. But why
in the world would they associate
with HIM?”
It’s even harder to understand

today.
One last thing: I also found it
interesting that this jackass would
conduct a gun training program
in a “gun-free zone.” It was held
at a Clark County library where
attendees and Ka-Leaky-Leaky
were prohibited from carrying their
weapons on the premises.
Yeah, that makes perfect sense.
What a clown show.
Chuck Muth is president of
CitizenOutreach.org and publisher
of NevadaNewsandViews.com. He
blogs at MuthsTruths.com.

MaCe YaMPolSKY
death of Jesus.
In Eastern Christianity, the same
days and events are commemorated
with the names of days all starting
with “Holy” or “Holy and Great”;
and Easter itself might be called
“Great and Holy Pascha,” “Easter
Sunday,” “Pascha” or “Sunday of
Pascha.” In Western Christianity,
Eastertide, or the Easter Season,
begins on Easter Sunday and lasts
seven weeks, ending with the
coming of the 50th day, Pentecost
Sunday. In Eastern Christianity, the
Paschal season ends with Pentecost

as well, but the leave-taking of the
Great Feast of Pascha is on the 39th
day, the day before the Feast of the
Ascension.
Passover, also called Pesach (/
ˈpɛsɑːx, ˈpeɪ-/; Biblical Hebrew: גַח
חַסֶּפַה, romanized: Ḥag hap Pesaḥ),
is a major Jewish holiday that celebrates the exodus of the Israelites
from slavery in Egypt, which occurs
on the 15th day of the Hebrew
month of Nisan, the first month of
Aviv, or spring. The word Pesach
or Passover can also refer to the
Korban Pesach, the paschal lamb
that was offered when the Temple
in Jerusalem stood; to the Passover
Seder, the ritual meal on Passover
night; or to the Feast of Unleavened
Bread. One of the biblically ordained Three Pilgrimage Festivals,
Passover is traditionally celebrated
in the Land of Israel for seven days
and for eight days among many
Jews in the Diaspora, based on
the concept of yom tov sheni shel
galuyot. In the Bible, the seven-day
holiday is known as Chag HaMatzot, the feast of unleavened bread
(matzoh).
According to the Book of Exodus, God commands Moses to tell

the Israelites to put a mark of a
lamb’s blood above their doors in
order that the Angel of Death will
pass over them (i.e., that they will
not be touched by the tenth plague,
death of the firstborn). After the
death of the firstborn, Pharaoh orders the Israelites to leave, taking
whatever they want, and asks Moses to bless him in the name of the
Lord. The passage goes on to state
that the Passover sacrifice recalls
the time when God “passed over the
houses of the Israelites in Egypt.”
This story is recounted at the
Passover meal in the form of the
Haggadah, in fulfillment of the

command “And thou shalt tell
(Higgadata) thy son in that day,
saying: It is because of that which
the LORD did for me when I came
forth out of Egypt.”
The wave offering of barley was
offered at Jerusalem on the second
day of the festival. The counting
of the sheaves is still practiced,
for seven weeks until the Feast of
Weeks on the 50th day, the holiday
of Shavuot.
Nowadays, in addition to the
biblical prohibition of owning
leavened foods for the duration of
the holiday, the Passover Seder is
(See Mace, Page 20)

Easter and Passover celebrated at the same time

By Mace Yampolsky
They both took place this past
weekend. Two of the most significant religious holidays in Judaism
and Christianity were celebrated at
the same time. Easter, also called
Pascha (Aramaic, Greek, Latin) or
Resurrection Sunday, is a Christian festival and cultural holiday
commemorating the resurrection
of Jesus from the dead, described
in the New Testament as having
occurred on the third day of his
burial following his crucifixion by
the Romans at Calvary c. 30 AD. It
is the culmination of the Passion of
Jesus, preceded by Lent (or Great
Lent), a 40-day period of fasting,
prayer, and penance.
Easter-observing Christians
commonly refer to the week before Easter as Holy Week, which
in Western Christianity begins on
Palm Sunday (marking the entrance
of Jesus in Jerusalem), includes Spy
Wednesday (on which the betrayal
of Jesus is mourned), and contains
the days of the Easter Triduum
including Maundy Thursday, commemorating the Maundy and Last
Supper, as well as Good Friday,
commemorating the crucifixion and

Has Obama’s ‘civilian national security force’ finally arrived?

By Joseph Farah
Way back on July 2, 2008, Barack Obama
issued a declaration that made my head spin,
yet no one, and I mean no one, took notice
until I wrote about it several days later.
Then it caught fire. I’m still wondering
about it — 14 years later!
Stay with me. I think it explains a lot — all
the corruption the Democrats have wrought
over the years.
In a long campaign speech, then-candidate
Obama dropped this little bomb: “We cannot
continue to rely only on our military in order
to achieve the national security objectives
that we’ve set. We’ve got to have a civilian
national security force that’s just as powerful,
just as strong, just as well-funded.”
Over the years, I’ve wondered what became of that idea — a civilian national security force that’s just as powerful, just as strong,
just as well-funded as the U.S. military.
At first, I began wondering if Obama’s
daydream may have materialized when
we began seeing violence in the streets of
mostly blue America in 2020, as cities burn
needlessly — without local response — from
Berkeley to Minneapolis to Portland to Chicago to Kenosha.
Could the antifa thugs, anti-Semite leftists
and Black Lives Matter racists represent what
Obama had in mind? And it started early —
like the day of Trump’s inauguration.
Organizing for Action, a group founded
by Obama and featured prominently on his
post-presidency website, began distributing a
training manuals to anti-Trump activists that
advised them to bully GOP lawmakers into
backing off support for repealing Obamacare,
curbing immigration from high-risk Islamic
nations and building a border wall, reporter
supreme Paul Sperry reported.
The manual, published with OFA partner
“Indivisible,” advised protesters to go into

halls quietly so as not to raise alarms, and
“grab seats at the front of the room but do not
all sit together.” Rather, spread out in pairs to
make it seem like the whole room opposes the
Republican host’s positions. “This will help
reinforce the impression of broad consensus.”
It also urges them to ask “hostile” questions
— while keeping “a firm hold on the mic”
— and loudly boo the GOP politician if he
isn’t “giving you real answers.”
And here’s the key: A script advised
callers to complain about Trump adviser
Steve Bannon: “I’m honestly scared that a
known racist and anti-Semite will be working just feet from the Oval Office. … It is
everyone’s business if a man who promoted
white supremacy is serving as an adviser to
the president.”
Trump the racist — a bogus, baseless,
defenseless charge that came from Obama.
The rest is history, as they say.
Keep in mind, Obama’s OFA boasts more
than 250 offices nationwide and more than
32,000 organizers, with another 25,000 actively under training. And that’s just Obama’s
command center. I suggest the shock troops,
the “Marines,” the special forces, the infantry

are antifa, BLM and the leftist anti-Semites.
It’s right out of the pages of Obama’s hero
(and Hillary’s) Saul Alinsky, “the father of
community organizing” and the author of
“Rules for Radicals,” originally dedicated
to Lucifer — the ultimate radical. Michelle
Obama quoted from the book when she
helped launch OFA.
“Understand that I’m going to be constrained in what I do with all of you until I
am again a private citizen, but that’s not so
far off,” Obama said shortly after Trump’s
election. ”You’re going to see me early next
year, and we’re going to be in a position
where we can start cooking up all kinds
of great stuff. [Emphasis added.] I promise
you that next year Michelle and I are going
to be right there with you, and the clouds are
going to start parting, and we’re going to be
busy. I’ve got all kinds of thoughts and ideas
about it, but this isn’t the best time to share
them. Point is, I’m still fired up and ready to
go, and I hope that all of you are, as well.”
But that didn’t explain all of Obama’s
plans. Know this: Obama is STILL around
as the only Democrat with the dream of
replacing Joe Biden. There’s nobody else in

contention! Did he look at home in the White
House last week? Did he seize the room? Did
Biden even know what to do with himself?
What else did Obama have in mind with
this new “civilian national security force”?
What about the purging of our armed
forces under Biden, probably under the quiet
direction of Obama?
Did we ever see anything more un-American than that?
How about Critical Race Theory being
pushed by the education establishment?
How about the Jan. 6 debacle and how
FBI made it happen so it could all be blamed
on Trump?
Maybe Obama failed to call it a COVERT
“civilian national security force.”
Perhaps, it was at work in both the midterm elections in 2018 and the presidential
election of 2020.
Maybe the Deep State should be more
appropriately called the SECRET “civilian
national security force” — the permanent
occupying army of Barack Obama.
His hand is still in play. He’s going to take
over for Biden. He’s the only one who can.
If you want to review for yourself the full
transcript of Obama’s now famous campaign
speech promoting the “civilian national
security force that’s just as powerful, just
as strong, just as well-funded” as the U.S.
military, check it out for yourself.
I’m still in shock.
*****
Joseph Farah is founder, editor and chief
executive officer of WND. He is the author or
co-author of 13 books that have sold more
than 5 million copies, including his latest,
“The Gospel in Every Book of the Old Testament.” Before launching WND as the first
independent online news outlet in 1997, he
served as editor in chief of major market
dailies including the Sacramento Union.
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Why redistribution is a lousy strategy to reduce poverty
By José Azel
Broadly speaking, our intellectual arsenal of political-economic
strategies to alleviate poverty contains two conflicting ideas: income
redistribution, and free-market
economic growth. The first depends
on the compulsive force of the government; the second of individual
freedoms. As citizens, our task is to
select the least flawed idea from this
set of imperfect alternatives. Let’s
look at it analytically in more detail.
In our society there are millions of people who have plenty
of resources to meet their needs.
They live with millions of others
who do not have enough money
even for their most basic needs. It
is tempting to argue that we could
maximize happiness, in economic
terms, by redistributing resources
from the rich to the poor.
The virtues of this idea of redistribution come from an economic concept fancifully called
“decreasing marginal utility of
wealth.” With it, economists point
out that each additional dollar we
earn brings us less happiness than
the previous dollar. Because we
allocate our resources to satisfy the
most urgent needs first, the most
highly valued.
For example, a poor homeless
person would benefit greatly from
$100 to buy food and basic necessities. But the same sum would not
create much additional happiness
for a millionaire. So, according to

José Azel
the redistribution argument, transferring wealth from someone abundantly rich to someone poor would
increase the overall happiness of
society, and this would be the moral
behavior that governments should
uphold.
However, the “decreasing marginal utility of wealth” principle on
which the redistributive argument is
based is not geographically limited.
It’s universal. I mean, there are
people all over the planet that are
much poorer than even the poorest
in the United States.
Then, the principle of “decreasing marginal utility of wealth”
would lead us to prioritize policies
that alleviate global poverty — not
just domestic poverty — by redistributing resources from our poor
to the poorest in the world. After
all, the marginal utility of $100 for

someone in impoverished Africa
may be much higher than for someone in our poorest cities.
Furthermore, the income redistribution strategy has an even more
pernicious flaw. Redistribution does
not just transfer resources from one
person to another; it also reduces
the sum total of resources available
in society at large. Again, this effect
stems from the “decreasing marginal utility of wealth” principle.
Let’s see it this way: money
can be used to consume or invest;
namely produce. For the rich, since
his basic consumption needs are
already satisfied, producing is a
more fruitful use of money than
consuming. As income grows, the
decrease in the marginal utility of
consumption leads to allocate more
resources to production: investing
is more profitable than consuming.
But redistributive policies reduce the incentives to produce. If

we are really concerned with social
happiness, we must encourage
production and growth. Policies
that reduce investment in favor of
short-term consumption slow down
economic growth and increase
poverty.
Free markets hide powerful
mechanisms for reducing poverty,
and we underestimate the power of
economic growth as a strategy to reduce it. The economist and political
philosopher Tyler Cowen reminds
us that: “If a country grows at 5 percent per year, it takes 80 years to go
from a per capita income of $500 to
$25,000. Growing at 1 percent, the
same increase requires 393 years.
Furthermore, one of the great
virtues of the free market is that
it promotes social happiness and
poverty reduction without trying.
As Adam Smith noted: “We do not
expect our dinner from the benevolence of the butcher, the brewer, or

ON THE HOLMES FRONT

the baker, but from their concern
for their own interests.”
Markets are flawed, and we
might consider them an inadequate poverty reduction strategy
if there were feasible alternatives
that would achieve better results.
But there aren’t. Redistributing
necessarily contributes to slowing
down growth rates, and we should
understand the damage that this
by-product of income redistribution
causes to the poor.
*****
José Azel left Cuba in 1961 as a
13 year-old political exile in what
has been dubbed Operation Pedro
Pan — the largest unaccompanied
child refugee movement in the history of the Western Hemisphere.
He is currently dedicated to the indepth analyses of Cuba’s economic,
social and political state, with a
keen interest in post-Castro-Cuba
strategies.

Dem leader quits going to work… but still cashes paychecks
By Frank Holmes
Imagine you just stopped showing up to
your job but kept getting paid for it, anyway.
That seems to be what a Democratic congressman — a member of the second-highest
elective body in U.S. government — is doing,
and he’s laughing all the way to the bank.
You may not have heard of Rep. Kaiali’i
Kahele, D-Hawaii… and nobody in Washington has heard from him in quite a while,
either.
Rep. Kahele, who usually goes by Kai,
seems to have been absent from the U.S.
Capitol since January, even to vote.
He voted on bills in person for three days
in January. Then he said, “Aloha!” and flew
back to Hawaii… and he hasn’t been spotted
in D.C. since.
It looks like he’s milking COVID for
all it’s worth. “I continue to be unable to
physically attend proceedings in the House
Chamber due to the ongoing public health
emergency,” he wrote to leaders of the House
of Representatives leaders on April 4.
He’s been exploiting a rule that lets
congressmen vote “by proxy”: Kahele tells
another congressman how to vote, and
the other congressman votes in Kahele’s
place. Basically, it’s like telling one of your
co-workers, “Cover for me” before you go
out for a cigarette break.
Right now, all Rep. Kahele’s votes are
being cast by Rep. Frank Mrvan, D-Ind.
Kahele’s office says there’s no problem.
Thanks to proxy voting, the absent congressman has “not missed a single vote this year.”
That’s pretty ironic, considering Kahele
got elected to Congress by criticizing former
Rep. Tulsi Gabbard of not spending enough
time in the House doing the people’s work,
due to her 2020 presidential campaign.

Mace

(Continued from Page 19)
one of the most widely observed
rituals in Judaism.
So that is all of the accurate
biographical data. Now here is my
take. This is taken from Comedian
Sam Kinison. Could you imagine
if Jesus had a wife and he needed
to explain why he hadn’t checked
in with her for 3 days prior to his
resurrection on Easter Sunday?

Concha

“What Hawaii needs is a full time representative in Congress who will show up and
whose sole focus is fighting on behalf of the
people of the 2nd Congressional District,”
Kahele told Vice News. “That’s the message
I will be bringing to the people of Hawaii.”
Then he got elected… and quickly left
the job of making laws to other lawmakers.
Kahele may have lots of problems, but
he’s not really afraid to work. He’s been
flying planes as a commercial pilot for Hawaiian Airlines.
Punchbowl News says his office says he
was “cleared” to keep “moonlighting” for the
airline — a job where he earned $120,000 in
2020, according to House filings.
Add his flight pay to his $174,000 salary
as a congressman, and the Democrat could
be flying high financially.

“But honey, I was dead!”
Mrs. Jesus said “Hmmmmmm,
you could have sent me a message.”
“How? I was dead? Dear, you
are not listening to me. I was dead.
D-E-A-D. I couldn’t have communicated with anyone.”
“Humph! I just don’t know why
you wouldn’t communicate with
me. Far be it from me to opine on
communicating effectively with

(Continued from Page 18)
percent of Latino voters say inflation is their
top concern, while 35 percent listed crime.
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.)
has also reportedly warned that certain
high-profile Democratic lawmakers may
cost Democrats the House in the upcoming
midterm elections. According to a book
coming next month by New York Times
reporters Jonathan Martin and Alex Burns,
Pelosi believes the party has “alienated Asian
and Hispanic immigrants with loose talk of
socialism.”
In Latino communities, “Democrats had
not been careful enough about the way they
spoke about abortion among new Americans
who were devout people of faith,” per ”This
Shall Not Pass.” The 82-year-old speaker
also reportedly said that Congressional Progressive Caucus Chair Rep. Pramila Jayapal
(D-Wash.) and Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-N.Y.) were jousting to be the “queen
bee” of the party.
As for 2024, potential Republican candi-

House ethics rules say that no member
of Congress can earn more than $29,895 in
2022.
The congressman’s office said there’s no
problem: Kahele’s “outside employment is in
accordance with rules set by the U.S. House
Committee on Ethics.”
“In 2022, Congressman Kahele has flown
three flights for a total of 14.2 flying hours
and has earned $2,861.90,” it said. “In 2021,
the Congressman’s outside earned income
totaled $29,151.79.”
Kahele has said his outside job gives him a
unique perspective as a member of the House
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee,
but there’s another problem: Hawaiian Airlines has lobbied that committee.
According to Punchbowl News, “this
means that Kahele is collecting a salary from

the opposite sex, but this seems
like a no-win situation, son of G-D
or not.”
I Play tennis with a group of
guys every Wednesday. On Ash
Wednesday a couple of the guys
who are Catholic had the ashes
between their eyes; one of the other guys is a doctor and a piece of
work. He is a pediatrician (apparently a good one) that hates kids.

dates such as Ron DeSantis are gaining support among the group. The same Axios poll
showed the Florida governor’s approval at
46 percent, which is notable considering the
Republican was at only 39 percent approval
just three months ago. As for other looming
potential candidacy of Donald Trump, he

a company that is trying to lobby the federal
government, and more specifically the committee on which he serves.”
That’s right: The airline that signs Kahele’s checks lobbies the committee where
he works.
Not only that, but the Hawaii Democrat
pocketed a $2,500 donation from the Hawaiian Airlines Inc. PAC — formed by his airline
— in June 2021. He’s cashing in all over the
place and flying away with the proceeds.
“I presume Democratic leadership would
prefer for him to be there so I think it’s legitimate for the public to question why he’s not,”
said John Hart, a professor of communication
at Hawaii Pacific University. “For most of us
if we don’t show up for work people ask why.
If we don’t have a good reason then there are
consequences.”
What does House Speaker Nancy Pelosi
think about Kahele’s absences? She’s not
saying: She refused to give any comment to
media outlets who asked about it.
The House Ethics Committee also refused
to comment.
When are the Democrats going to send out
the truant officer to get Kahele back to work?
Kahele may have a hard time working,
but he does not have a problem with holding a job. He’s already looking for the next
position: Running for governor of Hawaii.
Maybe he can collect yet another check
without working, the kinds of jobs that only
seem to be available to people like Kahele,
Hunter Biden, or other Democrats.
Nice “work” if you can get it.
*****
Frank Holmes is a veteran journalist and
an outspoken conservative that talks about
the news that was in his weekly article, “On
The Holmes Front.”

We’ll call him Horace. He wanted
to know about the Ash marks. I’m
Jewish and I said it is the beginning
of Lent. You give something up
for Lent for 40 days. Why don’t
you give up being an assh-le for
40 days? I asked. He replied he
wouldn’t make it 40 minutes. I
agreed with him.
So it is time for rebirth, recreation and rejuvenation. It’s spring-

gained 8 points with Latino voters when
comparing the 2016 and 2020 results (though
he was still beaten by Joe Biden in this voting
bloc by a wide margin).
Biden’s handling of the border may yield
the most surprising data coming out of border
states such as Texas. More than 50 percent of

time, go forth and prosper. May the
fourth be with you.
*****
For more information regarding
Nevada laws, or if you feel your
rights have been violated, please
call Mace Yampolsky & Associates.
Call or text us at (702) 385-9777.
We are available 24/7 for emergencies. If you need help, CALL NOW
before it is too late. We can help!

registered Latino voters there disapprove of
the administration’s handling of the border.
And as you may recall, Biden tapped Vice
President Kamala Harris to handle the border crisis, but she has been almost entirely
apathetic on this front.
“I say this very respectfully to her: I
moved on,” Rep. Henry Cuellar (D-Texas)
told The New York Times recently of Harris.
“She was tasked with that job, it doesn’t look
like she’s very interested in this, so we are
going to move on to other folks that work
on this issue.”
Joe Biden, the presidential candidate who
captured more votes than any other person in
U.S. history, currently has the support of just
one-third of the country. The Latino community is leading the exodus — a prospect the
Democratic Party could not have imagined
15 months ago after taking complete power
in D.C.
*****
Joe Concha is a media and politics columnist.
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The disturbing misuse of DOJ by
the Biden White House continues
By Kevin R. Brock
Last week, Jen Psaki, the president’s
MSNBC-bound press secretary, trotted out an
administration diktat, supported with somber
charts, that issued a warning to Republican
state legislators in Alabama who passed legislation to prevent chemicals such as puberty
blockers or surgeries such as castration and
hysterectomy from being administered to
prepubescent children. If signed by Gov. Kay
Ivey, the law also would prohibit schools
from keeping parents in the dark when their
children are being “counseled” on these
issues by other adults. These Republicans,
Psaki threatened, have been “put on notice”
by the Department of Justice (DOJ) for
possible violations of the Constitution and
federal law.
You may not have known that the DOJ
has this menacing power to put lawmakers
“on notice.” It doesn’t. It’s a DOJ swim
lane simply made up by the White House; it
doesn’t exist.
The Justice Department has its name for
a specific and narrow reason. It investigates
and prosecutes those who have violated
existing federal statutes to ensure justice on
behalf of the American people. It is not the
“Department of Luca Brasi,” dispatched by a
Godfather-like president of the United States
to intimidate adversaries who don’t see things
the way he does: “Hey, nice policy position
you got there; it would be a shame if someone
had to shut you up.”
Last Thursday’s bizarre announcement
sadly continues a pattern of misuse of DOJ by
the Biden administration over the past year.
Equally disturbing is the lack of appropriate
pushback from Attorney General Merrick
Garland. Instead, there has been a kind of
listless acquiescence to politically driven
directives.
It’s not supposed to be this way. The
attorney general is a Cabinet member unlike
any other. While the DOJ may support certain policy goals of a president, such as an
emphasis on violent crime or cyber crime,

it must maintain a healthy, independent distance from the White House. In theory, this
is because no one is above the law — even
the president and his staff are subject to investigation, if warranted.
But there is another important rationale.
No reasonable person wants a department
that has daunting powers to surveil, tap and
arrest people to be used simply to further one
party’s policy objectives over the other’s.
Neither the president nor the attorney general
legitimately possesses such an authority.
And yet, President Biden, more than once,
has inappropriately used the DOJ as “muscle”
for politically driven motivations that were
important to the president or his handlers.
The threat against Alabama Republicans is
the latest example. There have been others
worth recalling.
Last October, Biden unleashed the DOJ
to intimidate parents around the country who
had begun protesting school board policies
that aligned with Democratic Party agendas.
Garland dutifully issued an obsequious memo
directing the FBI and U.S. attorneys to focus
resources on potential acts of violence against
school boards.
Since there had been zero actual acts of
violence associated with the parental protests,

the memo was seen for what it was: a message
of intimidation by a powerful department to
chill speech the president’s party didn’t like.
It was a gross misuse of DOJ authority. The
FBI rightly shoved it into a bottom drawer.
And then, in early November, the DOJ’s
Southern District of New York had the
FBI execute pre-dawn search warrants at
two homes of journalists believed to be in
possession of a diary belonging to Biden’s
adult daughter. What isn’t clear, based on
facts known publicly, is why the president’s
daughter’s diary would be a matter of federal
investigative interest, particularly in light of
the journalists’ claimed efforts to return the
diary to both Ashley Biden and law enforcement prior to the searches.
What is clear is that the search appears to
be an effort to ensure that any copies of the
diary were located, thereby reducing the risk
that information potentially embarrassing to
the president or his daughter would come to
light. Conducting an intrusive and intimidating law enforcement search of a private home
to protect a U.S. president from embarrassment would be a corrupt misuse of authority.
If the diary had belonged to an Ashley
Smith instead of Ashley Biden it is doubtful
that even the NYPD would have investigated,

let alone the DOJ and the FBI. As it stands
now, this looks like the president directed the
Justice Department to act in an inappropriate
manner purely to protect himself politically.
By now, Biden must feel pretty confident
that the DOJ is his personal police force.
Outrage over its tactics has been muted and
the attorney general doesn’t push back. So it’s
no surprise that the administration invented
DOJ superpowers this past week to intimidate
politicians who hold different views.
The absurd threat against Alabama state
lawmakers was uttered by a presidential
administration building a track record of abusive, made-up authorities. The Department
of Justice doesn’t — and can’t — put state
legislators “on notice.” Imagine if some other
president implied DOJ consequences for,
say, New York state legislators considering
a piece of gun control legislation that the
administration believed violated the Second
Amendment.
It’s disturbing enough that we have a
president who believes there are provisions
articulated in the Constitution or federal
law that give teachers and doctors or other
third-party adults the right to steer prepubescent children toward life-altering drugs
and/or surgeries and, if deemed necessary,
not tell their parents. But that we also have a
president who would abuse the levers of law
enforcement to intimidate any opposition
to his administration’s extremist views is,
perhaps, even more dangerous.
We need executives within the DOJ to
fight for proper independence and resist the
manipulations of the politically power-hungry. The Justice Department should be no
president’s Luca Brasi.
*****
Kevin R. Brock is a former assistant
director of intelligence for the FBI and
principal deputy director of the National
Counterterrorism Center (NCTC). He independently consults with private companies
and public-safety agencies on strategic mission technologies.

Subway attack shows once again why
anti-police policies put us all at risk

By Peter King
This week’s violent attack by
a subway shooter and would-be
bomber in Brooklyn wounded 29
people, including 10 who were
shot, and terrorized an entire city
for more than a day. Apart from
the human suffering, the political
after-effects of that tragedy is emblematic of the dramatic change
to the anti-police mood that set in
across the nation after the George
Floyd killing in Minneapolis in
May of 2020.
No longer do we hear demands
to “defund the police,” or see riots
and demonstrations against the
police in most major cities. The
cries in New York City to “Keep
the NYPD out of the Subway” are
being replaced by cries for more
policing, including cops placed at
every subway station and on every
subway train. The demands to
defund metropolitan police departments — which, in New York City’s
case, led to the NYPD’s budget

being slashed by nearly $1 billion,
dismissed as not a true defunding
by progressives like Congresswoman Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
(D-N.Y.)— are no longer heard,
except, perhaps, from a few far-left
irredentist anti-cop voices.
Most telling has been the reaction of New York City Mayor Eric
Adams, a former NYPD captain
who often spoke out against what
he described as racism in the police
department. In fact, earlier this year,

Mayor Adams justified his attempt
to sidestep the city’s anti-nepotism
laws in order to hire his brother as
a member of his security detail, by
stating that he needed to be safeguarded from “white supremacist”
violence.
Yet it turned out that this week’s
accused subway attacker, Frank
James, is a bitter anti-white and
anti-Hispanic racist whose social
media rants included a meme beseeching ”O Black Jesus kill all the

Whiteys.” Not only that, he also is a
hater of many fellow Blacks — including Mayor Adams, who James
accused of being “just a carbon
copy of the person who made you
a slave” and of being “there to serve
these motherf***ers.” The discovery of James’s messages initially
resulted in the NYPD having to
increase the mayor’s security detail
to protect him — not from “white
supremacists” but from an African-American racist who is accused
of firing 33 shots and throwing
smoke bombs in a crowded subway
car while carrying a bag reportedly
containing multiple explosives and
a hatchet.
Ironically, a day after James’s
alleged subway attack, the mayor’s
response to two nights of violence
in the city by turning his ire on
Black Lives Matter advocates.
“Where are all those who stated
‘Black lives matter’?” Adams
asked. “Do an analysis of who was
killed or shot last night. I was up all

night speaking to my commanders
in the Bronx, in Brooklyn. The
victims were black. … The lives of
these black children that are dying
every night matter. We can’t be
hypocrites!”
How unfortunate that it took a
violent crime wave, one that has
victimized thousands of Americans of all races, including many
children, and a violent attack that
wounded subway riders of all races
and ages, to bring many officials
and politicians to their senses. It is
time to stop viewing society’s ills
through a flawed racial prism —
and, especially, to end the mindless
attacks on the men and women in
blue.
*****
Peter King was the U.S. representative of New York’s 2nd and 3rd
congressional districts for 28 years,
including serving as chairman of
the House Committee on Homeland
Security. Follow him on Twitter @
RepPeteKing.

money is being used to cover enrollees who are no longer eligible for
benefits, for example, because their
income has risen. Instead of permanently expanding this troubled
program, we should let it return to
normal and reform it.
Program spending has been
growing 2.5 times faster than state
revenues. Since 2000, Medicaid
has grown from 20 percent of all
of state expenditures to 30 percent
and has begun to crowd out other
public services.
A 2018 Harvard study found that
for every $1 increase in Medicaid
spending, state per-pupil higher ed
spending decreased by $2.44, making Medicaid growth the ”single
biggest contributor to the decline
in higher-education funding at the

state and local level.”
That’s one of the reasons 12
states have refused Washington’s
promise of “free” money to expand Medicaid to cover able-bodied, mostly childless adults under
ObamaCare. This “promise” of
“free” money has proved false.
States that take it spend 157 percent above original estimates, on
average, thanks to per-patient cost
overruns of 76 percent.
Sadly, states often try to control
Medicaid’s costs by stinting on
the amount it pays doctors and
hospitals. As a result, one-third
of doctors now simply refuse to
accept Medicaid patients, leading
to substandard care.
It’s time to restore Medicaid to
its original mission as a safety net
for the truly needy — and in the
process give patients more personalized options so they have more
choice and control over their care.
Today, Medicaid subsidies go,
not directly to patients, but rather to
providers and insurance companies.
It’s time to reverse that by helping enrollees afford high-quality
private health insurance that they
own and control and that’s tailored
to their needs.
We should also expand Americans’ access to tax-free health

savings accounts and help fund the
accounts of low-income families,
using some of the money we currently send to insurers.
Also, let’s give Medicaid enrollees access to direct primary care,
an exciting new model that gives
you direct access to basic medical
care, preventive services, and generous drug discounts, all for a flat
monthly fee, and with no insurance
company meddling. A family DPC
subscription typically costs less
than $100 a month.
Most of the six million ineligible
enrollees are eligible for alternative
forms of coverage, including employer-sponsored and federally subsidized insurance. And thousands of
free clinics deliver excellent care to
the needy every single day.
Keeping millions of people who
don’t need the help enrolled in a
broken Medicaid program is not
compassion, it is a missed opportunity. There is a better way, one that
begins with empowering patients.
The end of the pandemic emergency offers a perfect time to make
the safety net stronger and better
for everyone.
*****
Dean Clancy is senior health
policy fellow at Americans for
Prosperity.

The pandemic emergency is over — the
administration should acknowledge it
By Dean Clancy
Fewer than 1 in 10 Americans
now consider COVID-19 to be
a crisis, according to the latest
Axios-Ipsos survey. But while the
public has moved on, the Biden
administration has not, extending
the two-year-old COVID-19 public health emergency for another
90 days.
In light of positive trends, the
emergency should be allowed to
expire in July. In any event, lawmakers should decide what to do
about the temporary policies put
in place to fight the disease. Some,
like telehealth access, should be
maintained. Others, like the temporary expansion of Medicaid, should
be allowed to expire.
Thanks to temporary policies
adopted by Congress early in the
pandemic, the number of Americans enrolled in Medicaid, the
joint state-federal health care program for the indigent, swelled by
more than 20 percent, or nearly
15 million people, bringing total
enrollment above 80 million for
the first time.
An estimated six million of them
are ineligible under the program’s
permanent, pre-pandemic rules,
but the states are prohibited from
disenrolling them until the federal

emergency is allowed to expire.
Advocates of government-run
health care want to keep these
ineligible people on the rolls indefinitely. That would be a mistake.
Medicaid is meant to be a safety-net
for the truly needy, not an ever-expanding entitlement.
It is also one of the most wasteful programs in government. Its
improper payment rate — money
wasted, stolen, or paid in error —
is now a staggering 21 percent of
total program outlays, up from just
8 percent three years ago. To put
that in perspective, the $143 billion
Medicaid misspent in 2018 and
2019 is more than the entire budget
of 48 U.S. states — and more than
the GDP of 134 countries.
About three-quarters of that

Chaos, crisis and infighting
threaten Democrats in 2022
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By Douglas E. Schoen
With less than seven months until the
midterm elections, Democrats face a number
of major and mounting crises. Record-high
inflation, soaring crime rates, the lingering
COVID-19 pandemic and the shadow of
President Biden’s foreign policy failures in
Afghanistan already have Democrats facing
an uphill battle in November.
On top of that, recent developments surrounding another key issue — immigration
— further threaten the Democratic Party’s
ability to retain its majority in Congress this
year.
In a comprehensive and in-depth piece for
The New York Times, Zolan Kanno-Youngs,
Michael D. Shear and Eileen Sullivan detail
the extent of the chaos and infighting inside
the Biden White House over the administration’s immigration policy, specifically with
regard to the migrant crisis at the southern
border.
Among other revelations in the article, in
a heated exchange over the surge of migrants
in March 2021, President Biden erupted at
staffers. Sensing that some were attempting
to evade responsibility for the issue, the
president demanded: “Who do I need to fire
to fix this?”
To be sure, this is not the first presidential
administration that has been caught between
a rock and a hard place when it comes to
tackling this complex problem. Past presidents from both parties have tried and failed
to pass comprehensive immigration reform.
Yet, the Biden administration’s internal
division and paralysis on immigration policy — as detailed by The New York Times
piece — is particularly noteworthy, as it is
emblematic of this White House’s inability
to effectively solve problems.

Put another way, when it comes to managing crises — both domestic and international
— the Biden administration is hopelessly
divided and beset by internal strife, and the
immigration crisis is no exception.
As a result, the Biden administration’s
immigration policies have come under fire
from both parties — Republicans attack the
administration for the migrant crisis at the
southern border, while progressives accuse
the administration of failing to prioritize
human rights and not living up to campaign
promises to permanently protect Dreamers.
Indeed, a recent Politico Morning Consult
poll shows that, when it comes to handling
immigration, voters trust Republicans (47
percent) over Democrats (38 percent) in Congress. Worse, just 27 percent of Independents
trust Democrats more on the issue.
The New York Times piece notes that one
of the major policies implemented by Pres-

ident Trump, Title 42 — which is designed
to give the president power to prevent immigration in times of public health emergencies
— has proven to be highly contentious and
problematic inside the Biden White House.
Last summer, the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention argued that Title 42
was no longer necessary, as the delta variant
was already spreading rapidly throughout the
U.S. Thus, preventing migrants and asylum
seekers from entering the U.S. would not
protect public health in a meaningful way.
The CDC’s position was opposed by
Biden’s senior advisors, chief of staff Ron
Klain and policy advisor Susan Rice, who
feared that repealing Title 42 would worsen
the migrant crisis at the border and become
a political headache.
Even so, two weeks ago, the Biden administration announced that it would in fact end
Title 42. Now, the Department of Homeland
Security is reportedly preparing for a worstcase scenario of up to 18,000 people trying to
cross the border daily, a number that would
surely overwhelm the already full border
facilities.
While it remains to be seen whether
COVID-19 infections will spike as a result,
it is clear that the political consequences of
repealing Title 42 will further complicate
Democrats’ political prospects in this year’s
midterms.
For one, voters will almost certainly be put
off by the hypocrisy of the Biden administration repealing Title 42 while Democratic-led
cities announce returns to mask mandates
amid spikes in COVID-19 infections, as is
the case in Philadelphia.
Furthermore, if there is a surge at the
border, as is expected, Republicans will be
able to weaponize the issue against Demo-

crats in the midterms. Rightly so, moderate
Democrats in Washington, D.C. fear that
appearing soft on illegal immigration will
hurt their party politically.
As The New York Times piece describes,
Klain expressed concern that “accusations
about border chaos would grow worse,
anger moderate voters, and potentially sink
the party during 2022 midterms” unless the
administration found a way to deter illegal
immigration.
Moreover, Democrats appearing soft on
illegal immigration will allow Republicans to
easily make the case to voters that Democrats
are also soft on crime, especially as crime
rates climb across the country.
Ultimately, the Biden administration’s
uneven and ineffective approach to immigration — which mirrors their incompetence
on issues like the economy, the COVID-19
pandemic, crime and foreign policy — is
giving Republicans fresh ammo going into
the midterms.
As Lanae Erickson of Third Way — a
centrist Democratic think tank — told the
Times: “Republicans are trying to make the
case that Democrats are the party of chaos.”
Unless the Biden administration can turn
things around and prove to voters that they
are not the party of chaos — but rather of
progress and problem-solving — Democrats
are almost certain to be brought down by
Republicans in 2022, 2024 and beyond.
*****
Douglas E. Schoen is a political consultant who served as an adviser to former
President Clinton and to the 2020 presidential campaign of Michael Bloomberg. He
is the author of “The End of Democracy?
Russia and China on the Rise and America
in Retreat.”

“Stop the insanity” — a simple message

By John Feehery
Republicans have a simple message going into the 2022 elections:
Stop the insanity.
But with that message comes a
reminder. You can’t stop the insanity by being equally insane.
Susan Powter created a brand
“Stop the Insanity” in the mid1990s. She did a series of informercials condemning the diet industry
while offering her own vision of
healthy eating and physical fitness.
With her shocking white hair, she
would prowl the stage barefoot,
aggressively telling her audience
to ditch the latest fad diet and hit
the gym.
Powter was able to garner a lot
of attention, but she didn’t have
much sticking power and eventually she faded from the scene.
For Republicans, the lesson is
pretty clear: Yes, stop the insanity
of the left but don’t go down the
conspiracy ratholes that make
you seem equally crazy to normal
Americans.
And when it comes to insanity,
nobody is doing insane better than

the left and the Biden administration.
The progressives who dominate
the Democratic Party are seeking to
boldly create a brave new world,
where there is no gender, no fossil
fuels, no cops on the beat, no private health care, no private schools,
no parental rights, no carnivores, no
borders, no economic growth, no
free practice of religious beliefs and
no freedom of speech on the most
important platforms for free speech.
They have a real agenda and it
is really insane.
The voters sense that this agenda is not good for them, not good

for their children, not good for the
American people in general.
The best way to stop insanity
is to be sane. Insisting on rational
discourse, common-sense values,
traditional virtues, evidence, and
accountability is the best cure for
the crazy.
Some on the right don’t agree
with that advice. They believe that
only by making equally outlandish
claims and promoting conspiracy
theories can we motivate the base.
Many conservatives believe that
only by blowing up the political
establishment on both sides of the
aisle can we ultimately make pos-

itive change.
That explains the enduring popularity of Donald Trump. Trump is
the ultimate outsider and some on
the right believe that only somebody that unconventional can blow
up politics as we know it and get
the nation back on the right track.
I supported Trump in 2016 and
again in 2020, because he won the
Republican nomination both times,
and because he was a far more preferable candidate to either Hillary
Clinton or Joe Biden.
But Trump was not perfect. He
made several stupid mistakes, like
not taking seriously the importance
of putting the right personnel in the
right position of power and giving
way too much access to a media that
was trying to destroy him from the
start. He also completely mishandled COVID-19 and supported the
single dumbest health care policy in
history, closing down the country to
flatten the curve.
Trump brought his own brand
of crazy to the political discourse,
and that shielded in large measure
the real dangerous forms of insanity

that have spewed from the bowels
of the leftist intelligentsia.
Thankfully, Trump is not on the
ballot this time around.
Joe Biden’s miserable record
as president is on the ballot, as are
hundreds of Democrats who are
now tied tightly to the unpopular
agenda of the far left.
For Republicans to win, they
don’t have to embrace their own
brand of crazy.
Instead, they should offer a
sober agenda that will stop the
insanity, re-fund the police, give
more power to parents, embrace an
all-of-the-above energy policy, and
get government off the backs of the
America’s working class.
*****
Feehery is a partner at EFB
Advocacy and blogs at www.thefeeherytheory.com. He served
as spokesman to former House
Speaker Dennis Hastert (R-Ill.), as
communications director to former
House Majority Whip Tom DeLay
(R-Texas), and as a speechwriter to
former House Minority Leader Bob
Michel (R-Ill.).

Putin is not insane, but trying to avoid angering him may be

By David A. Super
Americans have developed an unfortunate
habit of ascribing mental illness to those with
different values, goals, or circumstances than
our own. This is objectionable for distorting
public understanding of mental illness and
fostering discrimination — but it also can
dangerously cloud our judgment about what
policies are necessary or productive. Many
of our errors in the Second Iraq War sprang
from this fallacy, and we are sadly repeating
them with respect to Ukraine.
Demonizing Saddam Hussein was convenient for a Bush administration determined
to make war on secular Iraq in response to
the religiously motivated terrorist attacks of
Sept. 11. This was not difficult because he
was, indeed, a ruthless, brutal dictator —
but his brutality alone did not explain why
he would sponsor the Sept. 11 attacks nor
why he would hold onto weapons of mass
destruction in the face of crippling sanctions,
both of which they insisted he did.
The Bush administration and its allies
therefore concocted the idea that Hussein
was insane. This likely was wrong.
Ruling as head of the fiercely secular
Baath Party, Hussein had nothing to gain
and everything to lose from aiding Al Queda — which is why he did not do so. Indeed,
Wahhabi Islamic fundamentalists loathed
and sought to depose Hussein, whom they
saw as an infidel leading a Muslim country.
And Saddam Hussein did not declare any
more weapons of mass destruction to inspectors because he did not have any. He was
coy about what he might have to maintain
strategic ambiguity: With Shia and Kurdish
communities resenting his Sunni minority
rule, and bordering multiple countries he had
invaded or threatened, he did not dare declare
himself to be largely defenseless.
Belief in Hussein’s insanity nonetheless
played a crucial role in launching our disas-

trous invasion over many of our closest allies’
objections. Even if the evidence that he had
weapons of mass destruction was thin, his
supposedly deranged character suggested he
would use them and be immune to deterrence.
Similarly, we have no reason to believe
Vladimir Putin is insane. His values are deplorable, but he is pursuing his reprehensible
ends with logical and rational means.
Putin has made clear that what he wants
most is to be seen as manly and powerful. I
find his vision of masculinity repugnant and
juvenile, but it is hardly unusual. Approaching the end of his rule, Putin is increasingly
focused on his legacy, as others in similar
positions have been.
Russia’s economic performance is terrible
and likely irreversible in Putin’s remaining
time. Significant improvement in living
standards would require rooting out endemic
corruption, much of it perpetrated by members of his own inner circle.
That leaves manly conquest, extending
Russian power as his most revered imperial
predecessors did. Expanded national boundaries are more durable than economic gains,
offering better prospects for Putin admired

by future generations.
When Putin attacked Ukraine, the benefits
of invading looked far greater than the risks.
Ukraine, or even just its predominantly Russian-speaking area in the East, would be a
far larger addition to Russia than the parts of
other neighbors he could realistically seize.
And the more democratic Ukraine becomes,
the more it serves as a beacon reminding
Russians that his authoritarianism is not
inevitable.
The risks surely seemed minimal. When
Russia invaded Crimea in 2014, Ukraine’s
military — badly depleted under the corrupt
pro-Russian president the country had just
ousted — did not fight back. Ukraine did
resist the subsequent invasion of Donetsk
and Luhansk, but Russia prevailed — at least
to a stand-off.
Putin also had seen the West demonstrate
weakness, allowing Russia to benefit from
criminality. It hardly responded at all to
Russia’s savage assault on Chechnyan civilians and its repeated invasions of Georgia
and Moldova. The West did huff and puff
after the Crimean invasion, but imposed
few significant sanctions and quickly proved
eager to resume business as usual. Perhaps
most tellingly, the West stood by passively
as Russian troops committed war crimes to
prop up Syria’s brutal dictator. Believing the
West too indecisive and craven to act was
not crazy at all.
Yes, subtle signs pointed to possible
trouble, such as an intelligence chief losing
his composure when he realized Putin might
actually invade — and risk disproving assessments of Russia’s military superiority. U.S.
and British intelligence also seem to have
penetrated his regime’s senior ranks. And
Putin should have wondered how years of
corruption affected military readiness. But
in an authoritarian system lacking even the
collective leadership of the Soviet Union’s

final decades, Putin had countless fawning
toadies to reassure him.
Although the Russian military may be
overrated, its disinformation machinery
is not. Persuading westerners that Putin is
dangerously unstable can make them hesitate to provide Ukraine the heavy weapons
it needs to turn the tide. Notably Poland and
the Baltic countries, which all border Russia
and would face the brunt of any ‘crazy’ Putin
attack, are not cowed. They recognize that
only Putin’s total defeat in Ukraine will bring
them security.
Seeing Putin as unhinged is also dangerous because it obscures the danger the
broader nationalist Russian regime poses to
Ukraine and to the rest of the world.
Absent a clear, humiliating defeat in
Ukraine, any successor to Putin will likely
be even worse: Comparably committed to
destructive demonstrations of power and
more willing to take risks because his grip
on power will be shakier.
The notion that anyone committing unprovoked, brutal aggression must be mentally
ill assumes a broad, humane consensus that,
although appealing, is far-removed from the
world we live in.
It is profoundly unfair to those actually
struggling with mental illness, the overwhelming majority of whom are peaceful
souls — and it will lead to precisely the
dangers the apostles of caution seek to avoid.
Allowing Putin to profit from brutal
criminality means he will do it again. If he
gains anything from his invasion of Ukraine,
he will do it again. That is as coldly rational
as it gets.
*****
David A. Super is a professor of law at
Georgetown Law. He also served for several
years as the general counsel for the Center
on Budget and Policy Priorities. Follow him
on Twitter @DavidASuper1
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Blame Powell, not Putin or ‘greedy’
corporations, for the price hikes

By Ron Paul, MD
The Biden administration and
its allies continue to use Russian
President Vladimir Putin as the convenient excuse for their economic
failures. The most recent falsehood
is that Russia’s invasion of Ukraine
caused March’s 8.5 percent yearover-year increase in the Consumer
Price Index (CPI).
Prices were surging long before
Russian troops entered Ukraine.
Furthermore, Putin did not stop
exporting food and gas; it was the
Biden administration and Congress
that imposed sanctions, making
US consumers suffer additional
price increases. The blame for the
economic effects lies with the US
government, not Russia.
The United States has for years
been meddling in Ukraine’s affairs
with the explicit goal of moving
US and NATO military forces ever
closer to Russia. The most notorious example was the 2014 US-orchestrated coup that overthrew
Ukraine’s democratically elected
government.
Russia has a legitimate griev-

ance over the US supporting expanding NATO to include Ukraine,
despite the US having promised
not to support expanding NATO
beyond Germany’s borders during
negotiations over how to end the
Cold War. Foreign policy experts,
including George Kennan, the
architect of the Cold war “containment” strategy, warned that Russia
would respond adversely to NATO
expansion near Russia.

Before the Ukraine conflict,
Biden and his fellow Democrats
blamed price increases on “greedy”
corporations, going so far as to
claim that increasing antitrust
prosecutions would somehow bring
down prices. Then Putin became the
new excuse.
The main culprit behind rising
prices is neither Putin nor “greedy”
corporations. Federal Reserve
Chairman Jerome Powell and his

colleagues are to blame. Starting
in September 2019, when the Fed
panicked over a spike in interest
rates in the “repurchasing” market
that banks use to give each other
overnight loans, the Fed has engaged in an unprecedented spree
of money creation. The Fed further
stepped up its easy money and low,
and even zero, interest rate policies
in response to the lockdowns. Increasing prices are the direct result
of the Fed’s policies.
The Fed is planning to try to
tame prices by increasing interest
rates and reducing its balance sheet.
This will likely tip the economy
into a recession. Increasing interest
rates will also cause the federal
government’s debt payments to
increase, which is a reason the Fed
will not increase rates to anywhere
near where they would be in a free
market.
The best-case scenario may be
a return to 70s-style “stagflation.”
The worst-case scenario is that the
Fed’s failure to rein in inflation,
fueled by Congress’s failure to
stop spending, combined with the

continued resentment over the
US’s hyper-interventionist foreign
policy, will cause a rejection of the
dollar’s reserve currency status and
lead to a major financial crisis. Such
a crisis could result in widespread
poverty, as well as violence, crackdowns on liberties, and even the rise
of a totalitarian government.
The crisis could still be avoided, but only if Congress becomes
serious about cutting spending,
starting with the military industrial
complex. Congress should also
start to reform monetary policy by
auditing the Fed, legalizing alternative currencies, and exempting
precious metals and cryptocurrencies from all capital gains taxes.
The welfare-warfare-fiat money
system will end. What is not known
is when it will end and whether it
will be replaced by an even more
authoritarian government or by
a return to limited, constitutional
government.
*****
Dr. Ron Paul is a former member of Congress and Distinguished
Counselor to the Mises Institute.

effect in which his poll numbers
jumped.
But it didn’t last: Today, just 41.3
percent of the nation approves of his
job as president, versus 53 percent
who disapprove, according to the
latest FiveThirtyEight average.
That’s just a hair above where
former President Donald Trump
was at this point in his term, and
well below the approval rating of
every other president of either party
since WWII.
But Pelosi’s numbers may be the
most important right now given the

upcoming midterm elections.
As November gets closer, the
numbers for Democrats keep getting worse. That’s no surprise. Not
only is there a historical trend of
midterms going against the party
that just won the White House,
but there’s also Washington’s dysfunction.
Pelosi has presided over one
of the nation’s most divided and
least effective legislative sessions
of all time, marked by poisonous
dialogue and committee hearings
where members showboat for the
cameras rather than work for the
American public.
Despite that, the 82-year-old
lawmaker is running again in
November — and while she had
previously agreed to a term limit as
House speaker, she is now refusing
to rule out holding onto leadership
of her conference… something
that reportedly irks a younger
generation of lawmakers eager to
take over.
While the young progressives
might topple Pelosi and seize control over the party, it’s likely they
won’t take control over Congress
just yet: With a wave of Democrats

retiring amid poor poll numbers,
Republicans are positioned to
win back the House majority in
November.
But the GOP may not want to
rest too easy.
There’s one politician in the
nation who is nearly as unpopular
as Pelosi: House Minority Leader
Kevin McCarthy, R-Calif.
The current average on RealClearPolitics has both Pelosi and
McCarthy with unfavorable ratings
20 points higher than their favorable ratings.
Seems like the Golden State
might produce America’s favorite
movies… but it also churns out
some of the nation’s least favorite
politicians.
In fact, just one politician ranks
worse: Senate Minority Leader
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., who is
nearly 35 points underwater as he
faces a potential challenge to his
leadership should the GOP reclaim
the Senate.
*****
Walter W. Murray is a reporter
for The Horn News. He is an outspoken conservative and a survival
expert.

USA’s most unpopular Dem isn’t who you think

By Walter W. Murray
President Joe Biden can rest just
a little easier this week — because
Americans have finally found a
Democratic politician they like
even less than him.
A new poll from the National
Republican Congressional Committee finds House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi, D-Calif., is the most unpopular Democrat in the nation.
And it’s not even close.
“Nancy Pelosi is the most toxic
politician in the country,” NRCC
Spokesman Mike Berg told the
Daily Caller. “Every Democrat
who has supported her agenda,
which is every single one, is in for
a rough campaign.”
Her favorability rating is down
to just 34 percent, according to the
Daily Caller, which had an exclusive look at the poll.
As bad as that is, the next number is far worse: Fifty-eight percent
of voters view her unfavorably,
including 47 percent who chose
“strongly unfavorable” in the poll.
While the far-left Pelosi has never been popular with the U.S. public
at large, those numbers represent
steep declines even for her.

Just over a year ago, an NRCC
poll found 41 percent viewed her
favorably, versus 52 percent unfavorably.
The new poll represents a combined 13-point swing against her.
Becoming the most unpopular
Democrat in the nation is quite the
feat given that Biden himself is
historically unpopular as he faces
high inflation, poor messaging on
the pandemic, and multiple crises
at home and abroad.
One of those crises, the war in
Ukraine, delivered a brief “rally”

Mitch McConnell openly attacks Trump

By Walter W. Murray
Republicans appear to be on the verge
of retaking control over both the House of
Representatives and the Senate during this
autumn’s midterm elections.
But Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., is warning that the GOP could
still mess it up — and he seems ready to
place the blame on former President Donald
Trump.
“From an atmospheric point of view,
it’s a perfect storm of problems for the
Democrats,” McConnell said at an event in
Kentucky this week, according to The Hill.
“How could you screw this up? It’s actually
possible. And we’ve had some experience
with that in the past.”
He pointed to 2010 and 2012, when the
GOP seemed on the cusp of taking the Senate, only to miss out on the majority due to
primary voters selecting candidates who are
“just sort of unacceptable to a broader group
of people.”
McConnell didn’t mention Trump by
name during that portion of his comments.
He also didn’t name the candidates who
he sees as “unacceptable” to voters.
But the remarks come as Trump has
released a series of primary endorsements,
some of which have raised eyebrows among
party officials.
Pennsylvania, for example, he endorsed
Dr. Mehmet Oz who, like Trump, was a long-

time TV personality before entering politics.
Both mainstream GOPers and MAGA
faithful were unhappy with the decision.
Party leaders aren’t crazy with a political
novice in a competitive high-profile race and
are concerned over the fact that he’s lived
in New Jersey until recently — something
Pennsylvania voters may resent.
And Trump fans don’t love that Oz hasn’t
been a vocal supporter of the former president
until now. Longtime Trump ally and former
chief strategist Steve Bannon was livid on
his podcast, dismissing Oz as “the most
anti-MAGA guy… floating in from Jersey.”
McConnell was a little more measured
when asked about the endorsement on Fox

News Sunday — but came across as very
much underwhelmed.
“I guess we’ll find in the next few weeks
how much this endorsement made a difference,” he said.
Republicans have momentum on their side
as public opinion turns against President Joe
Biden and the Democrats amid high inflation
and other, similar problems both at home
and abroad.
It’s widely believed the GOP will easily
retake control over the House, but there’s a
tougher hill to climb in the Senate as the GOP
is defending 21 seats this autumn, compared
to just 14 for Democrats.
Most of those are solidly in one column

or the other, with five rated as toss-ups by
the Cook Political Report… three of which
are currently held by Democrats, giving the
GOP a window of opportunity.
Flipping just one will hand control over
to Republicans.
However, party infighting… including the
long-simmering feud between Trump and
McConnell… could threaten those chances.
McConnell, for his part, tried to downplay
any tensions with Trump, at least publicly.
“Some of you may not have heard that my
latest nickname is Old Crow. It was given to
me by the former president, who’s apparently
not a fan,” he said this week at an event in
Kentucky, according to Newsweek. “And my
response was, I wanted to thank him because
this was Henry Clay’s favorite bourbon.”
Clay was both a representative and senator
from Kentucky in the 19th century, and also
served as House speaker and was secretary
of state under President John Quincy Adams.
McConnell might not be in a joking mood
if the GOP does retake the Senate as Trump’s
endorsements reportedly come with a catch:
Anyone who takes it has to vote against McConnell as majority leader.
That could leave McConnell an outcast in
the body he once ruled come January 2023.
*****
Walter W. Murray is a reporter for The
Horn News. He is an outspoken conservative
and a survival expert.

(Continued from Page 18)
coronavirus” because we let our guard down
was enough to turn many into believers of
those who felt that wearing the mask was the
best thing to do.
If they had ever seen that simple little
demonstration that one simple (but wise)
nurse had felt necessary to show whoever
was willing to watch it (because she was
a really dedicated and truth-loving nurse),
they — the public at large — would not have
been led astray by all the lectures that were
going around about why we needed to wear
those masks or risk infecting ourselves or
infecting everyone we met. We — at large
— were even told, eventually, that our little
children — and I do mean little — had to be

masked as well.
Imagine trying to get those little ones to
not only put their masks on, but keep them
on. If adults didn’t like them very much, how
could we expect children who couldn’t even
understand what the reason was for wearing
them to do what we had to expect them to do?
While I didn’t read all the stories regarding the protestors who were practically
brutalized, but definitely bullied, by ordinary
shoppers or travelers who were like vigilantes
trying to demand that everyone in their space
be wearing a mask, I heard about them. They
were like fear-crazed people really and truly
believing that every unmasked person could
lead them into the very illness that they were
fighting so hard to avoid.

Travel back in those not-so-long-ago days
was not only restricted, but if anyone did
travel by public conveyance (train, plane, bus
or such) they were required to mask up. And
so were their children. When they refused to
mask their children, they were not allowed
to continue their travel on that conveyance.
Mothers and fathers alike were finding that
they now had a new area of concern regarding
their children.
But now some of us are free from the demanding and unnecessary mandate to wear a
mask whenever we travel or go into a grocery
store. It seems to be a nationwide thing now,
except for certain care facilities or hospitals,
and mainly for the staff. But there are always
exceptions. And until wearing a mask is never

even a thought in anyone’s mind again, some
people will still prefer to wear those face coverings for the so-called sake of their health,
or the sake of all those around them, since
it’s hard to get Fauci’s “scientific” whys and
wherefores out of their head.
But we must try to be normal again! We
must get used to seeing everyone’s face
again! We must rejoice in someone who could
make it happen to actually make it happen!
It’s almost like a hallelujah moment in time!
*****
Maramis Choufani is the Managing Editor of the Las Vegas Tribune. She writes a
weekly column in this newspaper. To contact
Maramis, email her at maramistribune@
gmail.com.
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See Gordie Brown’s Laugh-a-Minute
Show at the Golden Nugget

By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
I enjoyed seeing Gordie Brown’s return to
the Golden Nugget’s showroom. He always
has a great variety of his oldies and many
surprises with new, more recent impressions.
You’ll laugh from the moment Brown tells
his first joke and just when you stop laughing
at one impression, he quickly begins the next
with more and more throughout his show. It’s
a great mix for all ages.
I first interviewed comedian, impressionist
Gordie Brown on the red carpet at the Golden
Nugget in 2004. Brown explained, “In each
show, there are anywhere between 70 and 80
impressions.”
Some of his impressions include Tony
Bennett singing “San Francisco,” Neal Diamond’s “Sweet Caroline,” Willie Nelson,
John Wayne, Elvis, “To All the Girls I Left
Behind,” Kenny Rogers singing “She Believes in Me,” plus Elton John, Mick Jagger,
Bill Cosby, and even Presidents. During
some of the special moments in his show,
Gordie performed his flawless impressions
of Sammy Davis, Jr., singing “Bo Jangles”
— memorable!
With Gordie Brown’s cast-of-hundredsof-impressions, it’s all an illusion! That’s a lot
of impressions! Brown actually becomes each
personality, with all of their mannerisms and
voices. He laughs and seems to enjoy his own
impressions almost as much as the audience
does. Brown often stops in the middle of a
song and tells a joke or makes a comment.
Suddenly he adds a song in the middle of an
impression.
Gordie Brown takes famous songs that
we love and writes his own words. Gordie
acts out improbable scenes, then sings a few
of Neil Diamond’s hits, but not the way they
were intended to be heard. Just the thought of
these odd situations makes you laugh.
You better not sit in the front seats because
he includes the audience in his show. Gordie
often speaks to them and the audience feels
free to talk to him.
Brown becomes the celebrity! Since he
performs so many impressions, you will
usually see several of your favorite celebrities
during the show.

Feel like laughing? See Gordie Brown
Thursdays and Saturdays in the Golden Nugget’s Showroom, 7:30 pm, 129 E Fremont
Street, Downtown.
About Gordie Brown: Born and raised in
Montreal, Quebec, Gordie began his career
as a political cartoonist before he caught the
entertainment bug after winning a local talent
contest. He was soon opening in Los Angeles
for renowned artists such as Jay Leno, Louie
Anderson, Randy Travis, Barry Manilow,
Kenny Rogers, Rich Little, Paul Anka, and

even joined Celine Dion on her North American tour “Taking Chances.”
He had his national television debut on

A&E’s Evening at the Improv and continued
on to co-host NBC’s Friday Night Videos,
along with appearances on Hollywood
Squares, Late Show with David Letterman,
and The Late Late Show with Craig Ferguson.
Gordie starred in the lead role as ‘Mr. Jones’
in the dramatic TV series, “Pax Television’s
“Twice in a Lifetime,” a weekly hour-long
drama series executive produced by Emmy-award winner Barry Rozenzweig, and
“Life with Louie.” Brown has made several
appearances on “Hollywood Squares,” and
also landed a starring role of Mr. Jones.’
For additional information, go to the
websides: www.gordiebrown.com and www.
goldennugget.com
*****
Sandy Zimmerman was Director of Promotions, Director of PR, and Director of
Marketing for “Flashdance Fever,” “Cotton
Club on Parade,” “Women of Comedy,”
“Men of Paradise,” and many other early
live Las Vegas shows. As an award-winning television travel special producer,
she produced travel specials around
the world as well as documentaries
for Bryce Canyon National Park, Zion
Canyon, Grand Canyon North Rim, a
real Cattle Drive similar to the early
westerns in Reno, Nevada, and destinations in the US. Sandy Zimmerman has
appeared in Las Vegas as TV host/producer
for 25 years, appeared in Las Vegas’ first
live TV show with a live audience at the
Continental Hotel, won an award for a TV
Commercial, wrote “Rise of Ned Kelley, the
Australian Bushranger/Travel Guides-”Escape to Thailand”/and a book about China.
For Information, Questions, Submissions, or
Requests write: sandyzimm2003@yahoo.
com or call: 702-515-0846.
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It’s amazing what happens when
people get together for a good cause

By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
I was invited to interview the celebrity
ambassadors, project directors, coordinators,
band, and volunteers, on the Unity Project
and Spread the Cheer’s red carpet for the
CHEER CHOICE AWARDS-2022 at the
MGM Grand Hotel. What an event! The
message the Spread the Cheer and the Unity
Project brings-”If you think on a big scale
anything is possible and can happen globally
as well as here in Las Vegas!”
So many people got together from different back grounds, dedicated, enthused and
sincere with hopes of solving some of the
world’s problems. Hope can bring action and
around 500 people were celebrating in the
large conference auditorium for this evenings
activities. The Unity Project and Spread the
Cheer are great examples backing not just
one project but several projects.
The results of Spreading the Cheer’s
mission brings people together from across
the country, working as one, to help those in
need. Together we can bring about positive
change by helping provide life changing
needs for children and families in desperate
need during the holiday seasons and beyond.

Danielle Claudio, President/Founder, one
of the creators of the Cheer Choice Awards.
Danielle Claudio, President/Founder
and one of the creators of the Cheer Choice
Awards, feels that “The Cheer Choice Awards
stands for more than just an awards show
showcasing social media creators but to
honor those who are using their platforms to
make a difference in the lives of others while
supporting charities with the same mission.”
Karen Tonnor, Volunteer Coordinator
of Spread the Cheer USA at Cheer Choice
Awards recognizing positive content from
the creators of social media.
They can all be proud of their work and
efforts, each in their own ways, adding to the
fundraising and building a network across
the world. Their goals were not small and
it appears they were more successful than
anticipated.
It takes enormous effort, perseverance and
taking time out of their own lives to bring
these great results. Working together in each
of their groups created the impetus to push
this ahead!
Thanks to Danielle Claudio for her ideas
in being one of the creators of the Cheer
Choice Awards.
I interviewed Paula Abdul at the “Keep
Memory Alive” event and now I had the
chance to interview her again, as beautiful
as ever. She is a lady who cares about people
and causes.
Abdul was scheduled to dance the TIK
TOK Dance but she wore a tight dress but I
believe she did dance later.
*****
Sandy Zimmerman appeared in Las Vegas’
first live TV show with a live audience each
week at the (Continental Hotel, now the Silver
Sevens), won an award for a TV Commercial,
and wrote The Rise of Ned Kelley, the Australian Bushranger/Travel Guides — “Escape to
Thailand” and a book about China Please
call for information: 702-515-0846, or
write: sandyzimm2003@yahoo.com. For 25
years, Sandy Zimmerman appeared on television, along with interviewing celebrities on
the Academy Awards and other red carpets,
at show openings, as well as producing travel
specials around the world and documentaries
for Bryce Canyon National Park, Zion
Canyon, Grand Canyon North Rim, and

Tik Top Mama

Jay Malyuk, Vice President

Brandon Wayne,
Director of Communications

a real Cattle Drive similar to the early
westerns in Reno, Nevada. Sandy was
Director of Public Relations/ Director of Promotions/ and Director of Marketing for Las

Gretchen Miller, Secretary

Michelle Simons, Treasurer

Jim Scordo, Director of Philanthropy
Vegas shows- ”Flashdance Fever” (Marina
Hotel), “Cotton Club on Parade” (Aladdin
Hotel, now Planet Hollywood Hotel), Sherman Hemsley — star of the “Jeffersons,”

Kiran Khanna, Fundraising
Chair/Volunteer Coordinator
Gallagher — comedian (Dunes Hotel), “Men
of Paradise” (Vegas World Hotel, now The
Strat), Rita Rudner — “Women of Comedy,”
and many other Las Vegas shows.
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CITY BEAT

Wana Brands Foundation to donate
$10,000 to Nevada nonprofit Three Square
learn more about food insecurity and how
to help, visit Wana’s 4ward20 website. To
schedule an interview contact Shawna Seldon
McGregor at 917-971-7852 or shawna@
themaverickpr.com.
*****

Food insecurity, defined as “a lack of
consistent access to enough food for every
person in a household to live an active,
healthy life,” impacts every community in
the United States. Even before the pandemic,
373,370 Nevadans were food insecure, including 122,450 children, according to 2019
data from Feeding America. The supply chain
challenges created during the pandemic, as
well as inflation, have made the problem
even worse.
In recognition of the 4/20 holiday, Wana
Brands, in partnership with the Wana Brands
Foundation, is engaging its annual #4ward20
campaign to help drive dollars and attention
to critical organizations in Nevada and
around the United States that bring healthy,
nourishing food to those in need. In each
of Wana’s 13 U.S. markets, the company is
donating $10,000 to local, on-the-ground
organizations best equipped to help meet
the growing need for food assistance in their
communities.
“In a nation with such abundance, it is
difficult to conceive that nearly 400,000 Nevadans experience hunger at this level on a
frequent basis,” said Nancy Whiteman, CEO
of Wana Brands. “Our 4ward20 campaign
was created last year to encourage kindness, compassion and gratitude on 4/20 and
throughout the year. This year we are grateful
to partner with the Wana Brands Foundation
to direct this energy to food insecurity, one
of the core pillars of our corporate social
responsibility efforts. Our hope is that as part
of their 4/20 celebrations, cannabis consumers will consider helping those in their own
community who are facing food insecurity.”
In Nevada, Three Square will receive a
donation of $10,000 making for a grand total donation of $140,000 nationwide. Three
Square works with a network of community
partners to reach struggling individuals and
families at risk of hunger. In 2019, Three
Squares distributed more than 41 million
meals through its community partners. In
addition to the donation, Wana is encouraging consumers to “pay it forward” for
#4ward20 by making donations of their own
to Three Square. To donate, or to learn more
about food insecurity, visit Wana’s 4ward20
website.
“We are very grateful for this generous
donation from Wana, which will help support
our efforts to eliminate hunger in Lincoln,
Nye, Esmeralda and Clark Counties,” said
Brian Burtons, CEO at Three Square. “Our
mission is to provide wholesome food to
hungry people, while passionately pursuing
a hunger-free community across Nevada and
this donation will go a long way to helping
us fulfill that mission.”
Food insecurity impacts nearly 11 percent
of households in the United States, according
to the United States Department of Agriculture. During the height of the coronavirus
pandemic, nearly one in every four households experienced food insecurity at some
point, and Americans witnessed lines at food
banks and distribution centers the country
had not seen since the Great Depression.
Today, food insecurity continues to impact
millions, and Black and Latinx families are
disproportionately affected.
“We do not always think of food insecurity
as a social equity challenge, but like nearly
every other societal issue, BIPOC communities experience it more severely and at
higher rates than other populations due to the
impact of redlining, food deserts and other
inequities,” said Karla Rodriguez, corporate
social responsibility director at Wana Brands.
“We need to take every opportunity to recognize and help those who are struggling
with this issue every day. We would love it
if 4/20 became as synonymous with giving
as the year-end holiday season, and we think
4ward20 is a great start.”
During this year’s #4ward20 celebrations,
Wana Brands is proud to support organizations in each of its 13 U.S. markets: Arizona,
California, Colorado, Florida, Illinois, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Missouri,
Nevada, Ohio, Oklahoma and Oregon.
“It is a great privilege to connect with
Three Square and other deserving organizations that are doing so much for their communities,” Whiteman said. “In the spirit of
4ward20, we hope that cannabis enthusiasts
will make kindness, generosity and supporting worthy causes a part of their annual 4/20
traditions. We have so much to celebrate, and
there is so much we can do together to help
those who are facing the challenge of food
insecurity.”
For more information on #4ward20 or to

Black Giving Circle to host
Scholastic Book Fairs for students
at Democracy Prep at the Agassi
Campus and West Preparatory
Academy April 20 to 22
The Black Giving Circle, a new Las Vegas
Metropolitan Police Department Foundation
initiative, will sponsor Scholastic Book Fairs
for students attending Democracy Prep at the
Agassi Campus and West Preparatory Academy (WPA) from April 20-22. Both service
students in the Historic Westside and located
within the LVMPD Bolden Area Command.
Black Giving Circle member Anthem Blue
Cross Blue Shield will underwrite two books
per child at each Book Fair for approximately
900 students combined. LVMPD officers,
Metro Volunteer Program volunteers and
Black Giving Circle donors will volunteer
at the Book Fair as cashiers, baggers, readers
and interact with the students discussing their
favorite books.
“Improving literacy proficiency is a priority to the Black Giving Circle knowing the
importance of reading to student development,” said Tom Kovach, Executive Director,
LVMPD Foundation. “Many students do not
have the resources to build a home library,
and with the donation of two books per student, we are helping to bridge that skill gap
to increase academic success down the road.”
Black Giving Circle is a membership
program designed to empower Black ownership of public safety. The goals of the Black
Giving Circle are to ensure the continued
growth of several youth programs, including:
Bolden Little League and Hockey United,
providing mentorship and trust between
officers and children; Cooking with a Cop,
Reading with a Cop, and Conversations
with a Cop programming in conjunction
with NAACP Las Vegas Branch to improve
communication between young people and
law enforcement; Empowering Our Girls
Workshop, demonstrating power and worth
of young females; and Hip Hop & Entrepreneurship Program, focusing on lifting
youth of color through the creative process
of hip hop, rap and education about the music
industry.
Community and local business leaders
are invited to become members of the Black
Giving Circle to support these programs.
More information on Black Giving Circle |
Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department
Foundation (lvmpdfoundation.org)
WHEN: Wednesday, April 20 @ noon
WHERE: West Preparatory Academy
(WPA) at Charles I. West Hall, 2050 Sapphire
Stone Ave., Las Vegas, NV 89106
*****

Wine Spectator’s Grand Tour
Las Vegas 2022 June 4
Wine Spectator’s Grand Tour Las Vegas
is an unforgettable wine tasting experience
that features an incredible selection of the
world’s finest wineries pouring their best bottles. Sample exceptional wines and discover
new favorites — while in Las Vegas. Attendees are required to comply with all current
Grand Tour, county and venue COVID-19
policies and mandates.
Who: The Wine Spectator editorial team
invites guests to meet and mingle with top
winemakers.
Where: Resorts World Las Vegas, 3000 S
Las Vegas Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89109
When: Saturday, June 4th, 7 PM - 10 PM;
VIP hour from 6 - 7 PM
Program Highlights:
—All wines have been rated 90 points or
higher by Wine Spectator.
—Enjoy a delicious buffet to complement
your wine.
—All attendees will receive a souvenir
Riedel tasting glass
Cost: General admission tickets are
available online for $275. VIP tickets are
available for $375
A portion of net proceeds from the event
benefits the Wine Spectator Scholarship

Foundation, which provides grants and
scholarships to a wide variety of wine-related and culinary programs. To date, more
than $30 million has been raised thanks to
the generosity of vintners and wine lovers
around the world.
*****

Cardenas Markets now offers
curbside pick-up in Las Vegas
Cardenas Markets is pleased to announce
that curbside pickup is now available across
all Las Vegas locations through the company’s partnership with Instacart.
“Our customers are at the center of everything we do,” stated Adam Salgado, Chief
Marketing Officer for Cardenas Markets.
“Whether shopping in-store or online, Cardenas Markets is committed to ensuring an excellent and convenient shopping experience
for or customers” Salgado added.
To use curbside pickup visit Instacart.com
and click the Pickup icon for participating
Las Vegas Cardenas store location. Upon
completing the online order, choose a pickup
time, and a Cardenas Markets Team Member
will prepare and ensure the order is ready
for pick-up at selected time. Park in the area
designated for curbside pick-up and use the
Instacart app to notify the store of arrival.
It’s that easy!
Cardenas Markets operates five locations
in Las Vegas located at:
Cardenas Markets #26 — 4421 E Bonanza
Rd, Las Vegas, NV 89101
Cardenas Markets #27 — 4500 E Tropicana Ave, Las Vegas, NV 89121
Cardenas Markets #28 — 2400 E Bonanza
Rd, Las Vegas NV 89101
Cardenas Markets #30 — 4700 Meadows
Ln, Las Vegas, NV 89107
Cardenas Markets #38 — 2545 S Eastern
Ave, Las Vegas, NV 89169
*****

LUXUS Design Build
appoints project manager
LUXUS Design Build, an award-winning
full-service residential and custom home
contracting firm, has appointed industry expert Travis Holden as the company’s project
manager.
“Travis is a perfect addition to our team
and a master of his trade,” said Michael
Gardner, owner and founder of LUXUS
Design Build. “His extensive background in
civil engineering, architecture, design and
construction are just a bonus to his unparalleled work ethic and the value he brings to
our clientele.”
Since building his first home by himself
at just 20 years old, Holden’s subsequent
16-year career has revolved around the
architecture, construction and engineering
industry. His skill set was solely developed
through hands-on learning and field experience, allowing him to perfect his craft and
organically evolve.
Holden’s role with the firm includes
overseeing day-to-day operations, managing
contracting and bidding, managing job sites
and assisting with billing and finances. Holden joins the team from his role as a project
manager and partner of a local architectural
studio for 14 years.
“Joining the LUXUS Design Build team
perfectly aligned with my professional and
personal values, specifically because of the
emphasis they place on quality over quantity,” said Holden. “The entire team is genuinely passionate about the craftsmanship of
every project and always caters to the minute
details, which is a rare find.”
With his new title, Holden plans to help
develop the company’s construction division to ensure it is equipped to build all the
company’s original designs and transition

to in-house building only. Holden’s current
projects include the 2023 The New American
Home, a custom high-performance home as
part of the National Association of Home
Builders’ annual home build project.
For more information about LUXUS
Design Build or to schedule a consultation,
visit www.luxusdesignbuild.com.
About LUXUS Design Build
LUXUS Design Build is a residential and
custom home contracting firm. Founded by
Michael Gardner, LUXUS offers an innovative and integrated approach to custom
building by providing all-in-one design-build
services. LUXUS Design Build’s first project
was the 2019 New American Remodel Home
near downtown Las Vegas, which debuted as
the official show home for the International
Builders’ Show 2019. For more information,
visit www.luxusdesignbuild.com.
*****

U.S. Department of Energy Secretary
Jennifer Granholm visits Nevada
National Security Site
U.S. Department of Energy Secretary Jennifer Granholm visited the Nevada National
Security Site (NNSS) this week during a
trip to the Silver State. It was the Secretary’s
first visit since her confirmation in February
2021 amid the global COVID-19 pandemic.
Granholm is the 16th Secretary of Energy
and the second woman to lead the U.S. Department of Energy since its creation in 1977.
Video of her tour is available for download
on YouTube.
The Secretary’s visit included a tour of the
Site’s U1a Complex (an underground facility
where the NNSS performs scientific work to
support national security), briefings from the
NNSS Remote Sensing Laboratory at Nellis
Air Force Base and Defense Nuclear Nonproliferation, and surveys of several of the Site’s
facilities and ongoing infrastructure projects.
“It is so helpful to be here to physically see
the work being done at the Nevada National
Security Site,” said Granholm. “What you
do is incredibly important to this nation and
the world. On behalf of the 330 million in
the United States, and the billions of people
across the globe, thank you for your part in
making this a safer planet.”
Granholm visited the town of Mercury,
once home to 10,000 people in the 1960s
who worked at what was then known as
the Nevada Test Site. Mercury’s structures,
some dating back to the 1950s, house operations and other critical functions for the
1,355-square-mile Site.
Mercury is undergoing a renaissance as
the NNSS transforms aging infrastructure and
facilities into energy efficient, resilient and
high-performance utilities and structures to
support its modern national security mission.
A shining example is Fire Station 1, which
was the first net zero and LEED Gold certified
building in the National Nuclear Security
Administration. A solar array in Mercury
powers Fire Station 1 and the 14,000-squarefoot Building 1, also net zero and LEED Gold
certified, that opened in 2018. Four existing
buildings have been certified by the NNSA
as High-Performance Sustainable Buildings
and several new energy efficient buildings are
slated for construction in the coming years.
“I am impressed by your ingenuity and
purposeful transition to sustainable energy
sources and, with your space and abundant
sunshine, I look to you to think ambitiously
about renewable energy,” said Granholm.
“The NNSS is poised to become a shining
example of sustainability.”
*****
Quarterly Community
Connection Meeting
Join our North Las Vegas Police Department for their Quarterly “Community
Connection” meeting from 6 - 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, April 26 at Alexander Library, 1755
W. Alexander Road, North Las Vegas.
The free event will give residents the
opportunity to meet and speak with various
representatives of the police department and
other community focused organizations. At
this meeting, in addition to the information
that will be shared regarding recent crime
statistics and crime trends, there will also
be presentations from the CNLV’s Code
Enforcement Division and Parking Services
Division. For more information, contact the
Community Engagement Division at (702)
633 1808.
*****
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CITY BEAT
Renown Regional Medical Center
named health equity leader for Nevada

All people who need medical care should
be able to see their doctor or have a hospital visit without worrying about being
mistreated, harassed or denied service outright. Data from the national CAP survey
shows that LGBTQ+ people experience
discrimination in health care settings; and
that discourages them from seeking needed
care. These results highlight the importance
of protecting LGBTQ+ people from discrimination in health care. Renown Health
and UNR Med caregivers, supported by
community LGBTQ+ and Transgender Allies
and partners, are working to bridge the gap
for LGBTQ+ patients and families, and to
become a more inclusive organization.
This week, the Human Rights Campaign
Foundation recognized Renown Regional
Medical Center in Reno as the first and only
hospital in Nevada designated with a perfect
score, and at the highest level of support as
“LGBTQ+ Healthcare Equality Leader.”
The Healthcare Equality Index (HEI) is the
nation’s foremost benchmarking survey of
healthcare facilities on policies and practices dedicated to the equitable treatment and
inclusion of LGBTQ+ patients, visitors and
employees.
“We constantly strive to be among the best
in the nation for quality, safety and patient
experience,” said Dr. Thomas Graf, interim
CEO and Chief Clinical and Quality Officer.
“This recognition confirms what the Renown
Health team is dedicated to providing the
best patient care possible. Quality and safety
are the responsibility of every employee and
physician at Renown, and we are proud that
the Renown Regional Medical Center team
has been chosen among the best in the state a
“Renown Health is proud to join the state
of Nevada, which also earned top rankings on
the Human Rights Campaign State Equality
Index, and the City of Reno on the Municipal
Equity Scorecard for LGBTQ+ Equality,”
said Sy Johnson, MBA, interim president and
Chief of Staff. “The Human Rights Campaign
HEI offers a powerful way for organizations
to affirm that they are committed to LGBTQ+
patient-centered care and extend non-discrimination protections to our LGBTQ+
employees, who play a key role in ensuring
sensitive, knowledgeable LGBTQ+ care.”
“We at UNR Med are so proud to be partners with Renown in this effort,” said Nicole
Jacobs, Ph.D. (she/her/hers) Associate Dean,
Diversity and Inclusion; Clinical Psychologist / Professor; Department of Psychiatry
and Behavioral Sciences at UNR Med. “The
designation of being an LGBTQ+ Healthcare Equity Leader demonstrates Renown’s
strong commitment to advancing equitable
healthcare in Nevada, our core and shared
values and our shared mission of addressing
the healthcare disparities in our backyards.”
A record 906 healthcare facilities actively
participated in the 2022 HEI survey and 496
of those earned an “LGBTQ+ Healthcare
Equality Leader” designation. Renown Regional Medical Center is the first and only
hospital in Nevada recognized by the Human
Rights Campaign. No other hospitals in the
state met their stringent standards for the
2021 rankings.
“Every person deserves to have access to
quality healthcare, be respected and heard by
their doctor and feel safe in the facility where
they are receiving care,” said Tari Hanneman,
(she/her) Director of Health & Aging at The
Human Rights Campaign. “The Healthcare
Equality Index, at its core, strives to ensure
LGBTQ+ people are protected and affirmed
by their healthcare providers and feel safe
seeking services. Our HEI active participants
are truly pioneering the healthcare industry
by implementing robust, comprehensive
LGBTQ+ inclusive policies that hopefully,
because of their work, will become standard
practice for our commitment to LGBTQ+
patient-centered care.”
The HEI evaluates and scores healthcare
facilities on detailed criteria falling under
four central pillars:
—Foundational Policies and Training in
LGBTQ+ Patient-Centered Care;
—LGBTQ+ Patient Services and Support;
—Employee Benefits and Policies; and,
—Patient and Community Engagement.

Suzanne Hendery, MA, APR, Chief Customer Officer, who led Renown’s application
process, noted the remarkable progress
reflected in the team 2022 HEI submission
includes:
Updated Medical Records with Preferred Name and Pronouns. Kathleen
Zaski, BSN, RN, Director of IT Applications
explains why this is so important. “Your name
and identity are core to who you are as a person, and here at Renown, we aim to take care
of you as a whole person and to provide the
highest level of quality care to our community — all while ensuring the experience is
exceptional and tailored to the individual. Our
medical records system supports our doctors,
nurses and care team in capturing this vital
information. We are now able to capture every person’s preferred name, sex and sexual
orientation to better care for them.”
Allowing visitation without regard
to sexual orientation or gender identity.
Whitney Hansen, PhD, Director of Service
Excellence says, “I know how important it is
to our patients and their families that Renown
serves our entire community and that we
provide a welcoming, safe space and sense of
belonging to all. We are proud of Renown’s
visitor policy, inspired by family members,
who requested that the policy encourage two
family members per day be able to visit a
loved one hospitalized at Renown.”
Gender Neutral Restrooms. Chris Baker, CHFM, Director Facilities Engineering,
whose team has created over 48 gender-neutral restrooms across Renown says, “Ensuring
that private restrooms are equally available to
everyone on our campus is just one way we
can provide a more inclusive, caring space
for the people we serve.”
In addition, Renown clinicians and caregivers received recognition in the following
areas:
—Every staff member receives training in
LGBTQ+ patient-centered care;
—Both “sexual orientation” and “gender
identity” are included in both the patient
non-discrimination policy and in Renown’s
employment nondiscrimination policy.
—Offering transgender-inclusive healthcare benefits to employees and members of
Renown’s not-for-profit health plan, Hometown Health.
—Providing substantial support and
awarding grants to area organizations addressing diversity and inclusion, LGBTQ+
community Pride events and collaboration
with LGBTQ+ organizations as an ally.
“I’m extremely proud of the people I get
to work with every day who make achievements like this possible, says Brian Colonna

CHC, CHPC, CHRC, Director of Compliance. “This is a meaningful designation, said
Bethany Sexton, MA, Chief Transformation
Officer. “I feel so proud to be part of a team
and organization that helps translate our
mission as an organization into action that
matters for every member of our community.”
Mitch Harper, Director of Network Performance, said, “We have just begun on this
journey. We recognize there is still so much
more to improve upon in becoming an inclusive organization. We are working to create
a safe and welcoming environment for our
community and our employees. Access to
basic human services should not be contingent on an individual’s skin color, ethnicity,
sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, age,
disability, or beliefs.”
Sean Savoy, Manager of Spiritual Care at
Renown said, “Good news indeed! So glad
that Renown Health has achieved this milestone with HRC — a leader in civil rights for
sexual orientation-gender identity minorities.
I look forward to the continuing work around
striving to achieve clinical equity, cultural
competency, and respect for our LGBTQ+
patients and employees.”
For more on LBGTQ+ care and providers, at Renown, visit renown.org/diversity/
lbgtq-at-renown/
*****

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
Nevada Properties agent selected
to lead Las Vegas Chapter of
LGBTQ+ Real Estate Alliance
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Nevada Properties real estate sales executive Scott
Emerson has been named president of Las
Vegas’ premier organization for LGBTQ+
realtors and real estate industry professionals,
the Las Vegas Chapter of the LGBTQ+ Real
Estate Alliance.
“We are pleased to support Scott in his
pursuit towards expanding diversity and
equality efforts within our local real estate
community,” said Gordon Miles, president
and COO of Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Nevada Properties. Miles is a longtime
supporter of the LGBTQ+ community in
Southern Nevada. He is a former Nevada
representative for a national LGBTQ+ real

estate association and a former board member
for Golden Rainbow.
During Emerson’s two-year tenure as
president, he plans to develop the organization’s reputation as a leader in housing
equality for the LGBTQ+ community,
innovate strategies for members to expand
their businesses through community service
and provide pathways for homeownership
and education for members of the LGBTQ+
community.
“This organization will not only serve as
a networking resource for Southern Nevada’s
LGBTQ+ real estate professionals, but also a
vital means for advocacy,” said Miles. “Scott
is a true leader with the passion and drive
needed to help it achieve its goals and make
a real difference.”
Emerson is joined on the board by Vice
President Zak Shellhammer of Level Up Real
Estate, Treasurer Todd Cowles of Urban Nest
Realty and Past President Arnee Dodd of
Keller Williams Realty Southwest.
“I’m honored to be a voice for our
community,” said Emerson. “In addition to
offering networking, referral and business
opportunities, we are committed to promoting overall equality and inclusion along with
reducing housing discrimination for those in
the LGBTQ+ community.”
Founded in 2020, the alliance is an advocate for fair housing and the promotion
of homeownership for its members within
the Las Vegas Valley. It offers industry professionals the opportunity to elevate professionalism through education and networking,
while celebrating the diversification and
inclusion within membership and its allied
partners.
“Our values are community, collaboration,
equality and equity, inclusion, transparency
and pride,” said Emerson.
To learn more about the Las Vegas Chapter
of the LGBTQ+ Real Estate Alliance, visit
www.realestatealliance.org. For more information about Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Nevada, visit www.bhhsnv.com.
*****
Movies in the Park are back!
Movie Madness kicks off will with a
showing of “Raya & the Last Dragon” on
Friday, April 29 at Nature Discovery Park,
2627 Nature Park Drive.
Long ago, in the fantasy world of Kumandra, humans and dragons lived together in
harmony. However, when sinister monsters
known as the Druun threatened the land,
the dragons sacrificed themselves to save
humanity. Now, 500 years later, those same
monsters have returned, and it’s up to a lone
warrior to track down the last dragon and
stop the Druun for good in this free showing
of “Raya & the Last Dragon.”
Food and drinks will be available for
purchase. Coolers, picnic baskets, chairs
and blankets are welcome. Please, no alcohol, smoking, tables or umbrellas. For more
information, call (702) 633-2418.
*****
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By Doug Dickerson
“When achievers fail, they see it
as a momentary event, not a lifelong
epidemic.” — John Maxwell
In 2014’s Oscar-winning film
Birdman, Michael Keaton plays a
washed-out actor trying to start his
life again after a series of failed
roles. But his efforts are haunted
by the voice of the Birdman, the
superhero role that had made him
famous in his youth. The voice in
his head tells him a story about his
life — a story about failure and
missed chances.
It taunts him with memories of
what he was and what he could have
been, but now isn’t. The continuing
question running through the film
is simple: Will he listen to that
voice of a failure, or will he dare to
believe that he can flourish again?
The story of the movie is one
that plays out in the mind and
imaginations of many leaders today.
You may relate to the character
played by Michael Keaton and
wonder if you have squandered too
many opportunities in the past and
doubt if or if you will ever flourish
again.
In order to answer those lingering doubts and questions you may
have, I believe it all hinges on your

DoUg DICkErsoN
reaction to and outlook on failure.
In other words, do you see the value
in failure? Do you see the growth
opportunities that come to you only
because you did fail that otherwise,
you may have missed out on? I want
to explore two specific ways why
valuing failure is important to you
as a leader.
Value failure for what you
learn
Tom Watson, Sr. is the man who
founded IBM. Once, many years
ago, he had a top junior executive
who had spent $12 million of the
company’s money on a venture
that failed.

The executive put his resignation
on Watson’s desk and said, “I’m
sure you want my resignation.”
Watson roared back, “No, I don’t
want your resignation. I’ve just
spent $12 million educating you.
It’s about time you get to work.”
It’s been said that experience is
a great teacher. So is failure. But
most of us don’t like experiencing
failures. I get it. But when you see
failure as part of the stepping stones
towards success your outlook will
change. Failures and setbacks are
part of your journey so the question
becomes what will you learn when
they happen.
One of the most valuable things

BEHIND THE MIKE

The Blame Game

By Michael A. Aun
Why must every politician play
the never-ending blame game? It
gets so old and is still another reason why bottom-feeding political
blowhards decline to the bottom
rung on the ladder.
Why can’t politicians own their
mistakes? Just once. Until they
stop blaming others, the divide in
America and the world will continue to grow.
Cardinal rule number one according to the late John Wooden:
“You can make mistakes, but you
aren’t a failure until you start blaming others for those mistakes.”
Imagine if we took the time to
honestly own our mistakes instead
of blaming, shaming, and guilting
others. Just the energy it takes to
find fault in a predecessor, your
enemy or even a teammate is likely
to end up with everyone suffering.
Most jobs in life are not about
being strong enough to use the force
of blaming others. It is about being
strong enough not to… and owning
the mistake for the benefit of all.
Blame is a flaw for lack of
accountability, be they leaders on
any level from the White House to
the courthouse. It is puzzling that
politicians universally feel this way.
Ironically the game is over the
moment one side attempts to place
the fault at feet of the other. Until
and unless we change the culture,
nothing else will change. Blaming
and shaming will not move the
needle. We are all at fault until we
own our choices.
The universal truth in politics
is “never let a good crisis go to
waste.” Why not just try to fix
the problem instead of fixing the
blame? How stupid are we if we
accept this from our leaders?
Instead of looking in the rearview mirror or out the closest
window… try looking at ourselves.
That is truly where accountability
starts. Until we as voters demand
it of our leaders, we all share the
blame. Until then everyone loses.

MICHAEL A. AUN
It begs the question, why is it so
convenient to place the blame? The
fact is it becomes the safest escape
route, hastened along by willing
co-conspirators like a favorable
press on the right or the left.
Not trying to be clever with
words here… but the lame love
to blame. If Ukraine has taught us
anything, we must learn to fight
back, to grow a spine and to use
it to preserve freedom. Freedom
is not free.
What most leaders cannot accept
is ownership of their decisions.
Carnegie said, “If you are right 51
percent of the time, you are a winner.” The world of some people like

Vladimir Putin will not make sense
until they are forced it to.
Theodore Roosevelt observed,
“Courage is not having the strength
to go on; it is going on when you
don’t have the strength.” That is
what is lacking the most from our
leaders today — a spine!
As a nation, we must understand
that mistakes on the grand stage of
life are part and parcel to what life
is all about. Errors are going to be
made; it is how we respond to those
errors that counts.
Until our leaders own and accept
their flaws, we will continue to be
manipulated by those weaknesses.
In all arenas of the world, every day
is not going to be great. Ukrainians
have taught the world that there is
some good though in every day.
In short if we want success in
our own world, we should focus
on ourselves and not on others. Our
future success depends on how we
create it ourselves. Do not expect
others to fix problems that are of
your own making.
We pass this way once; make the
trip worthwhile.
*****
Michael Aun is a syndicated columnist and writes a weekly column
for this newspaper. To contact Michael Aun go to www.aunline.com.

you learn from your failures and
mistakes is what you learn about
yourself. When you know your
strengths and weaknesses it helps
you move forward in a smarter and
more productive manner.
John Wooden said, “It’s what
you learn after you know it all that
counts,” and to that end, never
despise learning and know that as
long as you have a pulse, you have
an opportunity to grow and learn.
Value failure for your personal growth
In his book, The 15 Invaluable
Laws of Growth, John Maxwell
states, “The greatest limitations
people experience on their lives
are usually the ones they impose
upon themselves.” That statement
is packed with so much truth and
wisdom.
Let me ask you today — what
limitations have you placed on your
own personal growth and development that as a result is holding you
back? What lies have you bought
into that make you feel inferior?
Every leader I know has made
mistakes and has experienced failure at some point in time. I know

that I have made my fair share of
mistakes and know what failure
feels like. But here’s the truth you
need to be reminded of: you experience failures — you are not a
failure. You make mistakes — you
are not a mistake.
The attitude you embrace and
the mindset you establish fundamentally determine how failure will
shape your leadership. When you
welcome failure as your teacher it
will help you grow and get better.
But when you turn inward and see
yourself as a failure then it will hold
you back and defeat you.
Final Thoughts
Failure and learning go hand in
hand. As leaders, it comes with the
territory and is part of the journey.
While we don’t intentionally or
purposefully set out to fail we do
know that it’s all a part of our humanity that we embrace. Especially
as leaders. Welcome it. Learn from
it. Grow from it.
Doug Dickerson is a syndicated
columnist. He writes a weekly column for this newspaper. To contact
Doug Dickerson go to www.dougdickerson.net.

Bob Beckett
Attorney At Law

Elected 5 terms as Nye County District Attorney
Practice areas
Criminal defense, Personal injury, Bankruptcy
and debt, Car accident, DUI and DWI
Licensed for 29 years
AVVO CONTRIBUTIONS
Beckett knows Nevada criminal law
— especially how to get the most out of
the probation/monitoring system.
Beckett provides very effective and
personable service — His fees are also fair

During these Covid-19 days, the Urantia Book Study
Group has taken to Zoom, as many other meetings
have. As always, this high-level discussion group
is for all faiths, all ages,and all those seeking
answers to their unanswered questions.
Call 775-513-0942 for details

(702) 334-4886
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Social Security awareneSS

Two Ways to Get Your Medicare

By Greg Dill
Did you know that there are
two different ways to receive your
Medicare benefits?
The most popular way is Original Medicare. With Original Medicare, you can choose any doctor,
hospital, or other healthcare provider you want, as long as they accept
Medicare.
When you receive medical services or goods, Medicare pays the
provider directly.
The other way is Medicare Advantage, which is a form of managed care, like an HMO or PPO.
Medicare Advantage plans are sold
by private insurance companies
approved by Medicare. If you’re
in Medicare Advantage, you generally must go to doctors and other
providers within the company’s
network.
On the other hand, Medicare
Advantage plans may cover some
benefits —such as dental, hearing,
and vision —that Original Medicare doesn’t.
Most people with Original
Medicare pay a monthly premium.
Some Medicare Advantage plans
charge an additional monthly premium; others don’t.
With Original Medicare, you
must pay deductibles and/or coinsurance when you get care.
To cover these “gaps” in Medicare, some people buy supplemental insurance called Medigap. If you
have a Medigap policy, Medicare
pays its share of the covered costs,
and then your Medigap policy pays
its share.
Original Medicare generally
doesn’t cover prescription drugs.
If you want drug coverage, you can

GreG DiLL
purchase a Medicare Part D plan.
Like Medicare Advantage, Part D
plans are sold by private insurers,
which charge a monthly premium
for them.
About 70 percent of Medicare
beneficiaries are currently in Original Medicare; the rest get coverage
through Medicare Advantage.
Medicare Advantage companies
must cover all of the services that
Original Medicare covers, except
hospice care and some care in
qualifying clinical research studies.
(Original Medicare covers these
items even if you’re in a Medicare
Advantage plan.)
Medicare Advantage plans cover
emergency and urgent care, and
many include some prescription
drug coverage.
But the plans can charge different out-of-pocket amounts and
they have different rules for how
you get service.
For example, you may need a
referral to see a specialist. And you
may need to stay in their provider
network, unless you’re willing to
pay more to go outside the network.

You should always check with
the plan before you get a service
to find out whether it’s covered
and what your costs may be. If the
plan decides to stop participating
in Medicare, you can join another
Medicare health plan or return to
Original Medicare.
How can you decide whether
Original Medicare or Medicare
Advantage is better for you?
There’s a more detailed explanation of the differences between
Original Medicare and Medicare
Advantage in the “Medicare &
You” handbook, which is mailed
to all Medicare households every
fall. The handbook is also available

through our website, www.Medicare.gov. (Go to “helpful links” at
the bottom of the page.)
You can shop for a health or
drug plan using the Medicare
Plan Finder, also available on the
Medicare.gov website. Click on
the button that says, “Find health
& drug plans.” (More about the
new, improved Plan Finder in next
month’s column.)
If you have any questions, you
can always call Medicare’s toll-free
number, 1-800-MEDICARE (1800-633-4227). Customer service
representatives are available 24/7.
If you’d like to join a Medicare
Advantage or Part D drug plan, you

can do so during Medicare’s open
enrollment period, which runs from
Oct. 15 to Dec. 7 each year.
If you’re in Original Medicare
and you’re satisfied with it, you
don’t need to do anything during
open enrollment. But we find that
people with Medicare Advantage or
Part D plans can often save money
by shopping around.
*****
Greg Dill is Medicare’s regional
administrator for Arizona, California, Nevada, Hawaii, and the
Pacific Territories. You can always
get answers to your Medicare questions by calling 1-800-MEDICARE
(1-800-633-4227).

your SSI payment amount. This
means you may get a higher SSI
payment. However, you can’t get
more than the maximum SSI payment for the state where you live.
With an approved plan, you can
set aside money to pay expenses
needed to reach your work goal.

You can read all about what work
expenses are covered, and more,
at www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs/
EN-05-11017.pdf.
The plan must be in writing,
and Social Security must approve
it beforehand. To start, contact your
local Social Security office for an
application (Form SSA-545-BK).
You can access this form at www.
socialsecurity.gov/forms/ssa-545.
html.
If you need help, there are many
people who can help you write a
PASS, including a Ticket to Work
service provider, vocational counselor or a relative. Social Security’s
Ticket to Work (Ticket) program
supports career development for
Social Security disability beneficiaries who want to work. The Ticket
program is free and voluntary.
The Ticket program helps people
with disabilities progress toward
financial independence. To learn
more about the Ticket program,
call the Ticket to Work Help Line
at 1-866-968-7842 or 1-866-8332967 (TTY) Monday through
Friday, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. ET.
Your job isn’t just a source of
income — it can be a vehicle to
independence or a beginning to
fulfilling your dreams. Let Social
Security’s PASS help you achieve
your goals.

survivors, just as your parents did
before you. You can do this by:
Creating a personal my Social
Security account at www.socialse-

curity.gov/myaccount. Your personal my Social Security account
is secure and gives you immediate
access to your earnings records,
Social Security benefit estimates,
and a printable Social Security
Statement.
Visiting our Benefits Planner
for Survivors to help you better
understand your and your family’s
Social Security protection as you
plan for your financial future at
www.socialsecurity.gov/planners/
survivors.
Checking your Social Security
Statement to see an estimate of
survivors benefits we could pay
your family at www.socialsecurity.
gov/myaccount. It also shows an
estimate of your retirement and
disability benefits and provides
other important information.
For more information, please
visit www.socialsecurity.gov or
read our publication Survivors
Benefits at www.socialsecurity.gov/
pubs/EN-05-10084.pdf.
You can also help us spread the
word by sharing this information
with your family and friends.

Social Security can help you get back to work
By Barbara Duckett
Social Security Public Affairs
Specialist in Las Vegas
Having a job means different
things to different people, but it can
give you a sense of self, a community to rely on, and much-needed
structure. Some people define
themselves through their work.
Others may enjoy the social aspect of their jobs. If you rely on
Supplemental Security Income
(SSI) payments or Social Security
Disability (SSDI) benefits and want
to start working or return to work,
Social Security can help.
A plan for achieving self-support
(PASS) is a plan for your future.
This plan lets you use your income
or the resources you own to help
you reach your work goals. You
could set aside money to go to
school and get specialized training
for a job or to start a business. PASS
is for both SSI and SSDI. The job
that you want should allow you to
earn enough to reduce or eliminate
the SSI or SSDI benefits you currently receive.
You should use the PASS if all
of these apply to you:
—You want to work.
—You get SSI (or can qualify
for SSI by having this plan) because
you have a disability or are blind.
—You have income, other than

SSI, or resources above the resource
limit, to use to get a job or start a
business.
In some cases, someone on
SSDI can use a PASS and become
eligible for SSI while pursuing the
plan. Your employment income
may reduce or eliminate your SSDI

benefits. Under SSI rules, any
income that you have may reduce
your SSI payment. But if you have
an approved plan, you can use most
of that income to pay for the items
you need to reach your work goal.
We don’t count money set aside
under the PASS when we decide

Our lifetime commitment to you and yours

By Barbara Duckett
Social Security Public Affairs
Specialist in Las Vegas
Social Security is here with
information, tools, and benefits
to help you secure today and tomorrow.
Our journey together begins
when you’re born and get your
Social Security card. It continues
when you get your first job and
follows you through your entire
career, marriage, and retirement.
Our commitment is to be with you
throughout life’s journey.
Our promise extends to surviving family members when a
worker dies.
Some of the Social Security
taxes you pay go toward survivors
benefits for your family. In the
event of your death, certain members of your family may be eligible
for survivors benefits; these include
widows and widowers, divorced
widows and widowers, children,
and dependent parents.
The amount of benefits your
survivors receive depends on your
lifetime earnings. The higher your

earnings are, the higher their benefits will be. The value of your
survivors benefit may be more than
the value of your individual life

insurance.
By making sure your earnings
are posting correctly, you are
passing down protections to your
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What You
Need To
Know
By Dr Nina Radcliff

Your Habits and
Your Health
By Dr. Nina Radcliff, MD
Healthy habits, such as eating
well, exercising regularly, getting
restful sleep, hydrating adequately, practicing stress management
skills, staying on top of health
screenings, taking time to recharge
and avoiding harmful substances
are all a part of an important framework that is vital to you.
Large or small, the impact of
healthy behaviors is far-reaching,
regardless of your age, sex or physical ability. Healthy habits not only
improve your overall well-being
while making you feel good, but
they actually combat illnesses such
as heart disease, stroke, anxiety,
depression, certain cancers, and
high blood pressure. Conversely,
bad habits interrupt your life and
prevent you from achieving your
healthiest self. They can jeopardize
your health — mentally, emotionally and physically.
So while developing good habits
can be challenging as they require
changing mindsets, the great news
is you can make choices to build
healthy, positive habits into your
life. No matter how old you are or
how bad your habits have been,
you can systematically introduce
small changes into what you do
daily that will have a far-reaching,
positive impact on your health and
well-being!
Key Understandings:
Your habits are learned actions
that you’ve developed and are
automatically triggered when you
encounter a situation in which you
have repeatedly done those actions.
It is a regular tendency or practice
you have and can be broken down
as a cue, routine, and reward. Habits
become subconscious activity and
can be either good or bad for you.
A simple example is when you
get in bed, you rub your eyes, and
it feels good. The cue is your bed,
the routine is rubbing your eyes,
and the reward is the feeling of
rubbing it. Or, it can mean when
you get home you see your couch,
you watch television to unwind,
and it feels good. Here’s where the
green, yellow or red flag is raised as
each time you perform the routine,
the link strengthens, and a habit is
formed.
The Science:
Habits are mentally efficient,
meaning that automatic, frequent
behaviors allow your brain to conserve its resources. You don’t feel
the need to monitor or control them
and, thus, can focus your attention
on more difficult or challenging
tasks. Thus, habits are energy-efficient because they are reflexive
or on “auto-pilot” — not relying
on conscious thought, memory, or
willpower.
And, scientists are learning more
about the chemicals in our bodies
that drive habits. We now know that
when people see something associated with a past reward, their brain
releases dopamine, a “feel-good”
hormone. This happens even when
they just “see the same thing” and
aren’t even paying any attention to
it or expecting a reward.
In other words, your experiences
bias your attention to certain things,
unconsciously. Take, for example,
sugary foods. When you eat a cookie or cake, the sugar in them causes
the pleasure centers in your brain
to go into overdrive and create a
euphoric-like feeling. The next time
you see cookies or cake, or even if
it is just a glance – your attention,
unconsciously, gets drawn to it because this past reward association
causes (pleasure) dopamine release.
In short, whether good or bad,
your “routines” are key because
habitualness creates a “nurturing”
aspect within you. This, in turn,
can also allow you to be “jerked
around” impulsively and lead to a
breeding ground for everything you
essentially do not want— eating too
much sugar, spending too much
time in front of screens, sabotaging good sleep hygiene, becoming
entangled in projects in overdrive,

focusing on worries, foregoing exercise, and the list goes on.
How Long to Form
or Break a habit?
It depends — on the habit, the
person, the commitment to change,
the actions taken to change it, and
the environment you are in. Interestingly, experts say the range is
wide from 18+ days with an average of approximately 2 months to
form or break a habit.
Breaking Bad Habits and
Making New Good Habits?
There is no one-size-fits-all
solution to building good or breaking bad habits. Some are mild or
moderate behaviors while others
are strong and addictive (like biting
nails or smoking). And yes, bad
habits can be hard to break, as I
shared, because they are deeply
wired by constant repetition into
your brain and, too, pleasure.
Key understandings and action
steps include:
—Recognize and clearly define
the behavior you want to change
or develop. Habits are patterns of
behavior — and it is the breaking
of certain patterns that is the key
to breaking bad ones. Think about
your habit-breaking process in
terms of specific, doable, positive
behaviors.
—Identify your triggers. Are
they sensory-related, social, situational, emotional events or activities — or a combination of each?
By identifying your triggers, you
have a way of doing something
about it and pushing back and not
having that auto-pilot kick in. Get
rid of temptation, reframe cues,
or remove objects, places, and
people that trigger a bad habit.
Thinking through steps to remove
temptations within your control
is very effective (and, too, is part
of your “support system”). For

example, unhealthy snacking and
eating at your home. When grocery
shopping, avoid those aisles that
are stockpiled with junk foods and
make a grocery list that you strictly
adhere to. If you love indulging in
cookies as a midnight snack, but
don’t have them, you probably
won’t drive to the store to get them
(plus they may be closed). And, too,
place healthy snack items such as
fruit on your kitchen counters so
they are in plain sight.
—Piggy-backing is the term for
adding a new, good-for-you habit
onto something that you already
do, which becomes the cue. For
example, flossing. We know that
this simple habit that takes less
than a minute in most cases, can
decrease your risk of dental decay
and gum disease, particularly when
combined with brushing twice
a day. Thus, you can piggyback
flossing onto brushing your teeth.
You are already in the bathroom for
it and that can become the cue for a
healthy, new routine.
—Replace a bad habit with a
good or neutral one. This provides
you with the same reward or pleasure after doing it — remember, it
is cue, routine, and reward — and
is a great way to help do away
with those bad habits. After a long
tough day at work or school, you
may want to jump onto the couch
and watch television or go onto
social media or surf the web to
decompress. How about putting on
your sneakers and going for a walk,

jog, or run to help decompress?
Or another physical activity that
can achieve the same goal but has
a number of physical and mental
health benefits?
—Put the pen to the paper and
write down your triggers, substitutes and action plan. Research supports that writing things down will
help you remember, understand,
and learn. In a way, it makes the
promise more real, almost like entering into a contract with yourself.
—Build a support system — talk
to a friend and share with family, groups dedicated to positive
change, or qualified professionals.
Building support also includes
your environment and home. Your
physical and head “space” needs to
support your new good habit or help
you break your old one.
—Anticipate tempting scenarios
and cravings, and create a game
plan. The routine is rewarding,
and in some cases euphoric. This
is particularly problematic when
we are feeling bored, stressed, or
anxious. Engaging in a bad habit
almost serves as “self-medication”
to overcome the uncomfortable
feelings. While breaking a habit,
you will likely be tempted — so be
prepared! Devise a specific plan or
good or neutral habit, such as deep
breathing, a fidget spinner, saying a
prayer, listening to music, jumping
jacks, a brief walk, or some other
activity or substitute to suppress engaging in the routine or succumbing

to the craving.
—Support and reward yourself
— Keep your eyes on the prize!
Make sure you know your payoff
and deliberately pat yourself on the
back for each step you take even
though you know there is still a
distance to go.
—Be mindful, persistent and
patient by knowing that you can do
it! Realize it will take time for the
old, bad habit brain firings to calm
down and be replaced by new brain
patterns. Don’t get frustrated for
slip-ups or use them as rationales
for quitting. Take it one day at the
time and remain mindful of your
goal.
I recently read a particularly
great note about habits: “While all
habits are not created equal, the
overarching goal is the same—
namely, you taking more charge
of your life, being proactive rather
than reactive, deliberate rather than
routinized.” You’ve got this!!
*****
This article is for general information only and should not be
used for the diagnosis or treatment
of medical conditions and cannot
substitute for the advice from your
medical professional. Dr. Nina has
used all reasonable care in compiling the current information but
it may not apply to you and your
symptoms. Always consult a doctor
or other health care professional
for diagnosis and treatment of
medical conditions.
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MUST MAINTAIN
& REDEEM
W/INMONTH
75 DAYSREMAINING
(CARD IN 4 WKS).
Ends $35
8/15/18.
Restrs apply.
See
below for offer
details.FEES APPLY.
EARLY TERMINATION
FEE OFSVC
$20/MO.
FOR EACH
ON AGMT.,
ACTIVATION,
EQUIP.
NON-RETURN
& ADD’L
EARLY TERMINATION
FEEapproved
OF $20/MO.
FOR EACH
MONTHonly
REMAINING
ON AGMT.,
$35 ACTIVATION,
EQUIP.
NON-RETURN
& ADD’L FEES APPLY.
New
residential
customers
(equipment
lease req’d).
Credit card req’d
(except
MA & PA).
New approved residential customers only (equipment lease req’d). Credit card req’d (except MA & PA).

Ask me how to Bundle and save. CALL TODAY!
Ask me how to Bundle and save. CALL TODAY!

IV SUPPORT HOLDINGS LLC
IV SUPPORT HOLDINGS LLC

855-977-8411
855-977-8411

†$100 REWARD CARD: Requires purchase of qualifying TV package (min. $35/mo promo price after discount that start w/i 3 bills & may req. AutoPay) through card fulfillment. Qualifying Packages: SELECT or above. Select locations. For new residential customers in the U.S. (excludes Puerto Rico and
U.S.V.I.).
Residents CARD:
of selectRequires
multi-dwelling
are not eligible
for this
offer.
Reward
Card:price
Will after
be sent
letter that
withstart
redemption
requirements.
Redemption
req’dcard
w/infulfillment.
75 days from
rewardPackages:
notification
mail date.
Reward
Card
deliveredForwithin
3-4 weekscustomers
after redemption
to (excludes
customersPuerto
who maintain
†$100 REWARD
purchaseunits
of qualifying
TV package
(min.
$35/mo
promo
discount
w/i 3 bills
& may req. AutoPay)
through
Qualifying
SELECT
or above.
Select
locations.
new residential
in the U.S.
Rico and
qualifying
service from
installation
date and through
fulfillment.
at month-end,
mosletter
after with
issuance.
No cashrequirements.
access. For cardholder
agreement,
go to75rewardcenter.att.com/myrewardcard/agreement_FSV.pdf.
AT&T
by U.S.toBank
Nationalwho
Association,
U.S.V.I.). Residents
of select
multi-dwelling
units arereward
not eligible
for thisCard
offer.expires
Reward
Card: Will be6sent
redemption
Redemption
req’d w/in
days from reward notification mail date. Reward Card delivered within
3-4Reward
weeks Card
afterissued
redemption
customers
maintain
pursuant
licensefrom
frominstallation
Visa. U.S.A date
Inc. May
not be combined
with otherCard
promotional
on same6 services
may beNo
modified
or discontinued
at any
time without
Offer ends 8/15/18. DIRECTV SVC TERMS: Subject to Equipment
Lease &Card
Customer
maintain
a min.
qualifyingtoservice
and through
reward fulfillment.
expires atoffers
month-end,
mos afterand
issuance.
cash access.
For cardholder
agreement,
go tonotice.
rewardcenter.att.com/myrewardcard/agreement_FSV.pdf.
AT&T Reward
issuedAgreements.
by U.S. BankMust
National
Association,
base
TV pkg
of $29.99/mo.
and conditions
to change
time.services
Visit directv.com/legal
or callorfordiscontinued
details. ©2018
AT&T
Property.
Allends
Rights8/15/18.
Reserved.DIRECTV
AT&T, Globe
DIRECTV,
andtoallEquipment
other DIRECTV
contained
herein areMust
trademarks
pursuant
to license
from Visa.Programming,
U.S.A Inc. Maypricing,
not beterms
combined
with othersubject
promotional
offersatonanysame
and may be modified
at any
timeIntellectual
without notice.
Offer
SVClogo,
TERMS:
Subject
Leasemarks
& Customer
Agreements.
maintainofaAT&T
min.
Intellectual
and/or Programming,
AT&T affiliatedpricing,
companies.
other
marks aresubject
the property
of their
base TV pkgProperty
of $29.99/mo.
termsAlland
conditions
to change
at anyrespective
time. Visitowners.
directv.com/legal or call for details. ©2018 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved. AT&T, Globe logo, DIRECTV, and all other DIRECTV marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T
Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affiliated companies. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

LICENSE HANGING

Tune in to
RadioTribune

Tune in and listen to those who will tell you
the truth, and nothing but the truth. You’ll discover different personalities and hear different
opinions, but when it comes to the facts, you’ll
always get the truth from us!

www.RadioTribune.com
702-262-0703
Call-In
Line (702) 983-0711

Japanese swords
and related items.
(702) 902-4032
LEGAL
LEGAL HELP
HELP

Bob
Bob Beckett
Beckett
Attorney
Attorney At
At Law
Law

Elected
Elected 55 terms
terms as
as Nye
Nye County
County District
DistrictAttorney
Attorney
Practice
Practice areas
areas
Criminal
Criminal defense,
defense, Personal
Personal injury,
injury, Bankruptcy
Bankruptcy
and
and debt,
debt, Car
Car accident,
accident, DUI
DUI and
and DWI
DWI
Licensed
Licensed for
for 29
29 years
years
AVVO
AVVO CONTRIBUTIONS
CONTRIBUTIONS
Beckett
Beckett knows
knows Nevada
Nevada criminal
criminal law
law
—
— especially
especially how
how to
to get
get the
the most
most out
out of
of
the
the probation/monitoring
probation/monitoring system.
system.
Beckett
Beckett provides
provides very
very effective
effective and
and
personable
personable service
service —
— His
His fees
fees are
are also
also fair
fair

(702)
(702) 334-4886
334-4886

