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“I may disapprove of what you say, but I will defend to the death your right to say it” — Voltaire

FUBAR Report: Another
Nevada GOP Blundering
By Chuck Muth
Republicans never blow an opportunity to blow an opportunity.
This is a long one, so grab a cup
of coffee…
The fact that Democrats hold 5
out of 6 statewide constitutional offices, 5 out of 6 congressional seats
and both the State Senate and State
Assembly with near super-majority
majorities means Nevada Republicans, at the very least, have a target-rich environment for the 2022
campaign season.

My Point
of
View
By Rolando Larraz

Now add in the “red wave”
building thanks to Bidenflation,
Biden’s border crisis, Biden’s crime
wave, Biden’s COVID catastrophe
and especially Biden’s bungling of
international relations, and Republicans have an electoral opportunity
like nothing we’ve seen before.
Only said Republicans have
the capacity to blow such an opportunity.
Which brings me to a somewhat
“inside baseball” topic I’ve been
writing about and advocating for
for many, many years: pre-primary
party endorsements.

should. That should be a no-brainer.
The members of the party’s
various county and state Central
Committees are elected to provide
LEADERSHIP to those registered
Republicans who aren’t actively
involved in politics year-round.
And washing your hands and
declaring “neutrality” in primaries
isn’t leadership. It’s an abdication
of leadership.
The good news is, the Nevada
GOP has decided this year to again
issue pre-primary endorsements
after an eight-year hiatus.
The bad news is they’re using

the same screwed-up process they
used back in 2014, having apparently learned nothing from its previous
failed experiment.
With official filing for office
opening in one week, I finally
learned what the heck they were
doing on Friday. Some observations
on the flaws in the process…
Probably most importantly, the
endorsement isn’t necessarily an
“endorsement.”
“Multiple candidates may be
endorsed for a single race,” the
party advises candidates seeking a
(See GOP Blunder, Page 5)

Democratic U.S. Sens. Catherine Cortez Masto, right, and Jacky Rosen

Hartman also observes:
It’s a terrible idea. No one likes
paying taxes or feeling gouged at
the pump, and that’s the appeal to
politicians. It’s a transparent political stunt to give political cover
to a handful of Democrats up for
election in states where gas prices
are going up over 40 percent from
last year.
Nevada’s gas prices are up $1.07
per gallon from a year ago, reaching
an average price in Nevada for regular of $3.97 (Feb. 23). Crude prices recently passed $90 per barrel
and the Russian invasion of Ukraine
will raise crude prices to over $100.
(See Senseless Gesture, Page 2)

Not gonna get into a long debate
over whether the party should or
shouldn’t endorse in primaries. It

A senseless and futile gesture … and
our senators are just the ones to do it
By Thomas Mitchell
Thank you, Jim Hartman, for
pointing out in the Elko Daily Free
Press that the proposal by Nevada’s
two Democratic U.S. Sens. Catherine Cortez Masto and Jacky Rosen
to waive the 18.4 cent per gallon
federal gasoline tax through 2022
is not only a political gesture, but
for Nevadans it is a futile gesture.
Hartman is the first I’ve seen
to point out that Nevada has on
the books Nevada Revised Statute
365.185, which automatically increases the state gasoline tax “equal
to the amount by which the federal
tax is reduced,” so it won’t save
Nevadans a cent.

Hospital payments and
COVID-19 death count

By Perly Viasmensky
Las Vegas Tribune
I had the opportunity to read an
old article from April 2020 written
by Angelo Fichera in Factcheck
entitled “Hospital payments and
the COVID-19 death count.
Q: Are hospitals inflating the
number of COVID-19 cases and
deaths so they can be paid more?
A: Recent legislation pays
hospitals higher Medicare rates
for COVID-19 patients and treatment, but there is no evidence of
fraudulent reporting.
(Before I continue with the
article, I want to give my opinion.
Yes, I firmly believe that hospitals are inflating cases to collect
more money, especially here in
Nevada.)
Are hospitals getting $13,000

per patient if they write on the
patient’s chart that the diagnosis is
COVID19, and $35,000 for each
patient if they are on ventilators?
I keep seeing posts in social
media claiming that hospitals are
overstating COVID-19 deaths because they are paid more for those
deaths. … The YouTube video
link here is attributed to Fox News
with the headline “US: Hospitals
Get Paid More to List Patients as
COVID-19…” Can you provide
any clarification?
FULL ANSWER
A Minnesota state senator’s recent interview on Fox News about
Medicare payments for COVID-19
hospitalizations has generated a
frenzy of headlines on social media suggesting that hospitals may
(See Hospital Payments, Page 7)

‘The People’s Convoy’ left California
and stayed overnight at Kingman, Arizona

Las Vergas Tribune photographer Victoria Giampa was in attendance
snapping photos at Kingman, Arizona, where the “The People’s Convoy” stayed overnight. The top photo is People’s Convoy co-organizer
Brian Brase. The second photo is (L to R) Ron Coleman, Patriot
Supply Logistics, LLC, and Joey Gilbert, Nevada Gubernatorial
Candidate. See additional candid photos and story on page 4.

Putin hopes to expose Biden’s crime wave in Ukraine
By Wayne Allyn Root
There are so many complex
reasons for Putin to invade Ukraine.
And so many outcomes yet to be
determined- sadly, all of them bad
for the USA.
First, let me tell you a personal
story that explains the psychology
of Putin. I grew up the only White
Jewish kid attending an almost
all-Black middle school and then a
90% Black high school. Needless
to say, I was the favorite target of
bullies.
I know liberals haven’t a clue

about this, but whoever is in the
minority in life gets tortured, intimidated, and unfortunately, gets
their a—s kicked. Alot. That’s a
fact of life.
Therefore, I got tortured, intimidated and beaten up on a daily basis.
The bullies at my school stole my
lunch, beat me in the bathrooms,
and chased me home after school.
Most weak kids never change.
I’m one of the lucky ones. A tough
gang member took pity on me and
taught me how to fight and defend
(See Wayne Allyn Root, Page 2)
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Quote of the Week:

“That old law about ‘an eye for
an eye’ leaves everybody blind.
The time is always right to do
the right thing.”
—Martin Luther King, Jr.

Please Note:

Although the Las Vegas Tribune is open to all and sundry
opinions about what we publish,
we wish to inform all those who
choose to submit their opinions
in writing to refrain from threatening anyone about whom an
article is written or the writer of
the article. In other words, any
opinions containing threats will
not be published. We thank you
for adhering to this policy.

Mission Statement

We search for the truth, embrace the truth, and print the
truth. If we inadvertently print
something that is not true, we
will let our readers know. We are
open to documented information
to shed light on any issue of
concern to our readers. We are
of service to our community, and
it is our intention to serve our
community the best way we can.

Data shows fraud perpetrated on Washoe
County voters since long before 2020
Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
How does Washoe County Registrar of voters show 304,224 registered voters in 2020 then 307,812
on 2/14/22 while adding 180,000
new voters? The math doesn’t add
up, but that’s just the beginning of
what Beadles and his team found.
The Washoe County Commissioners meeting on Tuesday 2/22/22
was one that should have made
every news station in the state of
Nevada, let alone the county. The
meeting had several hundred people
show up with more than a hundred
voicing their public comments on
the numerous agenda items.
However, one agenda item had
over 82 public comments, surrounding the controversial agenda
item 14’s removal and how the
commissioners themselves — possibly sabotaged it.

Overall, a few media stations ran
stories about the events, but with a
slant that is contrary to what actually happened and none seemed to
report on the evidence that residents

put forward at the County Meeting.
After many requests, on February 24, 2022, Robert Beadles (who
brought glaring evidence from the
registrar of voters’ own data to the

County Commissioners’ attention
at the commissioner meeting),
decided to release two video presentations diving into all of the
gritty details, and the implications
wrought by said data.
These videos expose many grave
data irregularities and what looks to
be outright fraud that has been perpetrated on Washoe County citizens
using the County’s own Voter Data
tracked over the last several years.
In the presentation, Mr. Beadles
shows revealing data from the Registrar of Voters, Deanna Spikula,
who provided election information
numbers for the last several elections via a disk that was given to
Mr. Beadles. As you will see, the
numbers raise quite the alarm and
bring into question everyone and
everything that has been involved
(See Washoe Voter Fraud, Page 7)

fossil fuels so we use less? Progressives should welcome higher
gasoline prices until consumption
drops dramatically.
You can’t have an aggressive

“green” climate policy and cheap
gasoline. You must choose one or
the other.
Thomas Mitchell is a former
newspaper editor who now writes

conservative/libertarian columns
for weekly papers in Nevada.
You may email Mitchell at thomasmnv@yahoo.com. He blogs at
http://4thst8.wordpress.com/.

involved in shady deals with Biden
in order to unearth the secrets of
Biden’s filthy corruption.
Then Putin has two juicy options. Behind door #1: Expose
Biden’s massive crime wave in
Ukraine, shock the world, make
Biden step down, embarrass and
demoralize the United States, and
paralyze America’s government.
This makes Russia the new big bad
sheriff in town.
Behind door #2: Putin can
Blackmail Biden, hold his secrets
over his head, in order to get whatever Putin wants. Suddenly Biden
is Putin’s bit-ch. The same relationship China already has with Biden.
China has the goods on Biden. They
clearly own Biden lock, stock and
barrel. Now it’s Putin’s turn.
Lastly, one more bad thing that
will almost certainly come out of
this. Just like my high school days,
when bullies sense weakness, they

immediately attack. China is watching closely. If Putin takes Ukraine,
outplays and humiliates Biden, China will absolutely invade Taiwan.
We are watching history unfold. Tragically, all of it is bad for
America. Don’t you wish Trump
was back in the White House? Unfortunately, tragically, this is proof
that rigged elections produce bad
consequences.
*****
Wayne Allyn Root is known as
“the Conservative Warrior.” “The
Great Patriot Protest & Boycott
Book” is Wayne’s new #1 bestseller.
Wayne is a CEO, entrepreneur and
host of the nationally-syndicated
“Wayne Allyn Root: Raw & Unfiltered” aired daily in Las Vegas on
KMZQ, 670 AM from 3 p.m. to 7
p.m. and the “WAR RAW” podcast.
Read Wayne’s commentaries and
see his videos at ROOTforAmerica.
com

Senseless Gesture
(Continued from Page 1)
Cortez Masto’s legislation is a
contradiction in her climate politics.
Isn’t the central tenet of Democratic
climate plans to raise the price of

Wayne Allyn Root
(Continued from Page 1)
myself. After a summer of brutal
hand-to-hand combat training
with my newfound tough friend,
I vowed to never be intimidated
again. I showed up at school ready
to defend myself.
The first three bullies who
picked on me, got a rude awakening. I knocked the first out;
knocked out the entire top row of
the second bully’s teeth out; and
slugged the third one so hard, he
was out of school for a week with a
torn stomach muscle. The weakling
(me) defeated the bullies. I was a
real-life “Karate Kid.”
No bully ever touched me again.
As a matter of fact, many of those
tough guys and bullies became my
buddies. I gained their respect.
The lesson is “peace through
strength.” Only by being tougher
than the other guy can you avoid
conflict.
That perfectly describes President Donald J. Trump. I can picture
Trump telling Putin, “If you attack
Ukraine, we will bomb Russia to
oblivion. Don’t try me.” And Putin
never did. Putin behaved while
Trump was president.
But Putin knows Biden is a feeble old man with dementia. Putin
knows he can walk all over him.
That’s first and foremost what this
is all about. Intimidation.
Putin is a bully. He will try to
get away with as much as he can,
while flexing his muscles and
humiliating Biden. Putin wants to
show the world that Russia is the
world power now. And America is
a paper tiger.
Putin wants to show the world
he is the big man on campus, with
the big stick.
And of course, Putin also wants
to rape and pillage the abundant
natural resources of Ukraine- especially the oil and gas reserves.

Afterall, it’s always about the
Benjamins.
But there’s also a shocking bonus to all of this that no one else is
talking about.
I believe Putin is sick and tired
of hearing Biden and America’s
politicians lecture him about “Russia’s corruption.” Putin knows
Biden is filthy dirty. Putin knows
the Biden Crime Family has taken
kickbacks and payoffs all over the
world. He knows Joe Biden is “the
Big Guy” who expects a piece of
every deal. Biden lecturing others
about corruption is like the mafia
lecturing about extortion.
Putin knows the center of
Biden’s corruption was in Ukraine.
Biden and his family intimidated, extorted and literally raped
Ukraine. A little birdie tells me this
is the big bonus for Putin after he
invades and conquers Ukraine. He
will capture and torture everyone
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‘The People’s Convoy’ rolls out from
Adelanto, Ca. and into Kingman, Az.
Lift the Emergency Order. Abide by our constitution. End the corruption. And let Freedom once again ring!

By Victoria Giampa
Las Vegas Tribune
Peaceful truckers lined up in
Adelanto Stadium, California on
Wednesday, February 23, 2022, and
headed to Kingman, Arizona for an
overnight stay.
According to its website, some
of the many messages of the People’s Convoy is to:
—travel across the U.S. in peace
and unity
—end the State of Emergency
that led to overreaching mandates
—demand accountability
through full and transparent congressional hearings
Brian Brase, one of the organizers of the convoy, spoke at the
rally. “I’m extremely humbled to
be up here, and I cannot be up here
without the support of all of you.
And a lot of us are kind of out there
— our faces out there everywhere
— but you guys got to know that the
team that organized this on just the
truckers’ side because there’s been
multiple people involved — but just
on the truckers’ side, there’s been a
team of around thirty truck drivers
that have been involved in planning
this, that have worked very hard and
dedicated their lives to this over the
last several weeks. And I also have
to ask for a round of applause for
those thirty drivers out there that
helped put this together,” as the
crowd cheered and waved flags.
“A lot of people have asked
why we’re doing this, what’s [our]

reason behind it, and people want a
defined clear answer; they think it’s
one issue, one thing, but the truth
is: It’s about my children! It’s about
my future grandchildren! It’s about
our families! It’s about our country.
It’s about letting our government
know that you work for us!
“People could try to paint this
any way they want. They’re going
to say this is a far right, this is a far
left, or this is a partisan issue, but
it’s not. It’s an American issue! It’s
a World issue!
“To the truck drivers around the
world: Now is your time to stand
up! Now is your time to usher in a
Renaissance time of freedom!
“Do not bow down! Do not
give up!
“Thank you everyone for your

support.
“We love you! We appreciate
you! Keep the spirit alive! I love
you!”
President of Frontline
COVID-19 Critical Care Alliance
Dr. Pierre Kory, Godspeak Calvary
Chapel of Thousand Oaks Pastor
Rob McCoy, and Adelanto Mayor
Gabriel Reyes also spoke to the
crowd.
Nevada governor candidate and
lawyer for America’s Frontline
Doctors Joey Gilbert spoke at the
convoy rally. “This is a beautiful
sight. I think it’s so clear. If Nevada
hasn’t seen it yet, I know America
has seen it, but this country is
awoke — it’s been awakened by
an infringement on our liberties. I
mean, this is about life, liberty, the

California crowd following the People’s Convoy

Robert Hall, Owner of Great
American Pizza and Subs

pursuit of happiness. This is God,
family, Country, the Constitution,
the Bill of Rights, the Declaration
of Independence. We’re done!
We’re done being told what to do!
We’re done being pushed around!
We’re done with the mandates
of any type: medical mandates,
the business mandates, anything
they’re trying to do with COVID
is over. We’re done!”
Gilbert went on to say, “Look
at the people here. You don’t see a
single person scared to be around
each other. COVID has been over
for a while — for a lot of us — and I
just hope guys like Sisolak (Nevada
Gov. Steven Sisolak) and Newsom
(California Gov. Gavin Newsom)
get on the right page of history now.
We’re done!

“So hopefully this is sending
a message that we’re done; time
to move on. Whatever they had
planned with COVID, whatever
they were trying to do, it’s done.
The people have spoken, and as
governor of Nevada — because
I’m going to win this primary — as
governor we’re ending all of this
once and for all. We’re making
sure it could never happen again
by restraining any future governor
from pulling this.” https://www.
joeygilbert.com/
The convoy plans to arrive in
the Washington, DC Beltway area
on Saturday, March 5, after an 11day trip.
For more information, visit the
official website: The PeoplesConvoy.org

People’s Convoy Arizona supporters

Joey Gilbert and Team

Jeff Yoder, Michael King from Kingman, Az
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GOP Blunder

(Continued from Page 1)
pre-primary endorsement.
Indeed, the way the process is
currently set up, delegates to the
state convention — the date, time
and place of which remains undetermined at this point (probably late
April) — will cast an up-or-down
vote on each individual candidate,
not vote for which candidate is
deemed best.
So any individual candidate
can get the party’s “endorsement”
if the candidate receives “a simple
majority vote from convention
members.”
Which means it’s entirely possible, for example, that all nine GOP
candidates for governor will get an
“endorsement.” Which means it’s
not really an endorsement. At best
it’s really just a “seal of approval.”
The endorsement vote won’t
come from the elected members
of the party’s Central Committee.
It will be by convention delegates.
The problem here is that while
Central Committee members are
among the most active and informed members of the party —
working day in and day out on
party programs and operations —
convention delegates can just show
up once every two years.
Active Central Committee members know the politics, the issues,
the process and the candidates far
better than once-every-two-years
convention delegates.
If you want more people to
be more actively in the party,
something as important as issuing
pre-primary endorsements should
be reserved for those who are most
active and best informed.
Candidates who have been
aware of the coming endorsement
process were told they had to REQUEST the party’s endorsement
in order to be considered. This is a
big mistake — one the party should
have learned from its past failed
attempt.
For example, let’s say that U.S.
Senate candidate Sam Brown asks
the party to consider his candidacy
for endorsement, but his primary
opponent, Adam Laxalt (who is
actually leading in polls in the race
at this point), decides, for whatever reason, not to formally request
consideration.
And because of the way the process is currently set up, there are all
manner of reasons (detailed below)
why a campaign might decide that
officially seeking the endorsement
isn’t something in the campaign’s
best interest.
But whatever the reason, in this
example only Brown’s name will
be placed on the ballot for consideration by convention delegates.
That’s insane. Candidates shouldn’t
have to come to the party on bended
knee seeking a thumb’s up.
If they file for office as a Republican, their name should be on
the pre-primary endorsement ballot.
Period.
For those candidates who do
want to pursue the party’s pre-primary endorsement, they were told
they had to submit their request by
February 4th. This is really dumb.
First, there are a LOT of firsttime, credible, viable candidates
who have never had anything to do
with party operations who simply
don’t know the party is even issuing
such endorsements this year, let
alone the fact that they had to request consideration two weeks ago.
More importantly, though, there
are still a lot of potential candidates
out there who are still on the fence
about running and, therefore, are in
no position, at this time, to request
an endorsement for a race they
might not even enter.
And what about candidates
who, strategically, don’t intend to
announce their candidacy until they
actually file?
For example, in 2020, now-Assemblywoman Annie Black, not
wanting to give her primary opponent a heads up that she was
running, opted not to file until five
minutes before the close of filing
on the last day of filing.
The way the Nevada GOP has
its process set up right now, a candidate such as Assemblywoman
Black couldn’t be considered for
endorsement simply because they
didn’t request consideration by the

artificially set February 4 deadline.
But hang on. There’s more dumb
to come…
If you requested consideration
for the party’s endorsement by the
deadline, you don’t automatically
have your name put forward in front
of convention delegates. You still
have hoops to jump through.
First you have to go through a
screening process with the party’s
“Nominations Committee” — a
small group of about a dozen party
members working behind closed
doors in a smoke-filled back room.
A “star chamber,” if you will.
And the appointed members of
that Star Chamber will be the only
ones to review and assess your
candidacy and then make a “recommendation” to the convention
delegates. This is just wrong.
If you’re going to allow the
convention delegates to vote on
various candidates in various races,
the candidates should be making
their case to ALL the convention
delegates, not just a small gaggle
of party power-brokers.
Secondly, you have to fill out a
20-page questionnaire which the
party assures will never be made
public.
”Given the sensitive nature
of campaigning and to encourage
candid participation from candidates,” the Star Chamber advises
in its introduction to the questionnaire, “our committee will keep
all interactions with candidates
confidential.”
And if you believe that one, you
probably also believe Steve Sisolak
when he says he won’t raise taxes if
elected to a second term. But here’s
the really dumb thing about this…
If the completed questionnaires
will remain confidential and won’t
be released and made public, how
are convention delegates supposed
to know and assess how the candidates answered the questions before
voting, hmmm?
I guess they’re just supposed to
just take the word of the members
of the Nominations Committee.
Which means they won’t be
casting an informed ballot; they’ll
just be rubber-stamping the decisions of the Star Chamber. If that’s
the case, then drop the façade that
the convention delegates are making the endorsement decision and
just let the Star Chamber handle
it all.
Lastly, candidates seeking the
party’s endorsement then must subject themselves to a one-hour oral
interview with “at least 4 members”
of the Star Chamber.
Again, while the Star Chamber
members will have access to the
oral interview, the convention
delegates charged with voting upor-down on the various candidates
won’t. They’ll be casting their ballots blind. What could go wrong?
And then there are the questions
on the questionnaire…
The very first question asks if the
candidate has “ever been arrested,
charged or convicted of a crime.”
Fair enough. I can understand
why party leaders would like to
know this information so they’re
not blind-sided in the middle of the
campaign. However…
There are lots of folks who may
have been arrested for something,
usually minor, in their past. Heck,
I was popped for a curfew violation
while drinking beer in a public park
way back in 1979.
And if I was running, that’s
something my campaign would
prepare for if it came to light but is
not something I’d volunteer to folks
outside my campaign, regardless
of “promises” that the information
would be kept confidential.
Nevertheless, let’s say a candidate admits they were once arrested
for money laundering on behalf of

a drug cartel. The dozen members
of the Star Chamber will know of
this, but not the convention delegates who will be voting — not if
the party’s claim of confidentiality
is followed.
Next the questionnaire goes
through various sections of the
party’s 2020 party platform and
asks candidates to rate, on a scale
of one to five, their support for each
section — with 5 being “Strongly
Agree,” 4 being “Agree,” 3 being
“Neutral,” 2 being “Disagree” and
1 being “Strongly Disagree.”
For example, the first question
asks the candidate how much he
or she “agrees or disagrees with
the Nevada Republican Party 2020
Platform Section Titled ‘Budget,
Economy, and Taxation.’”
The candidates are then asked
to explain why he or she agrees or
disagrees with each section. Pretty
subjective.
But more importantly is the
fact that the convention delegates
could potentially change the 2020
platform significantly during the
same convention in which they’ll
be asked to vote on pre-primary
endorsements.
So candidates are being asked to
express their opinion on a platform
plank that may or may not even be
the party’s position by the time the
convention ends.
Regardless, let’s say the platform the candidates are asked to
rate remains intact with no changes.
But again, only the dozen members
of the Star Chamber are going to
know how the candidates answer
the questions. The convention delegates will be completely in the dark
— other than to “take the word” of
the screening committee.
Once the candidates get through
the series of questions about the
party’s platform, they’re then
asked: “In 2020, what was your
position on Ballot Question 4 and
explain why?”
Huh?
The next questions on the questionnaire I reviewed were for candidates running for the Assembly
(I’m assuming the questions for
other offices are at least slightly
different). It asks:
—”What do you believe your
relationship as a member of the
state Assembly should be with the
Nevada GOP when it comes to
policies and the political positions
supported by the party?”
—”How would your political
strategy change if you were in the
minority versus a majority in the
Assembly?”
—”If elected to the Assembly,
how would you work to curb the
Governor’s emergency powers?”
—”How would you work to
ensure there is election integrity in
Nevada?”
—”Do you have any Bill Draft
Requests in mind for the next session, and if so, what issues do you
intend to address?”
—”As an Assembly member,
how will you work to increase communication, engagement, and transparency with your constituency?”
—”The COVID-19 Pandemic
has exposed a number of issues
pertaining to the rights of medical
patients. Do you support the ability
of a hospital in-patient to designate
an individual(s) to have full visitation rights? Are there legislative
remedies that you would pursue
to address this issue; if so, what?”
—”How would you work legislatively for the ability of patients to
designate an individual(s) with full
visitation rights?”
—”For the past 2 years, our
Governor has utilized the emergency powers granted to him by Nevada Revised Statutes to effectively
rule our state via a series of dictatorial mandates. What limits to those

emergency powers, if any, would
you be in favor of implementing
to ensure that the state executive
branch cannot continually usurp
and undermine the responsibility of
the legislature, as the representative
of the people, to determine proper
policy in those situations?”
Now, some of these are legitimate areas of inquiry. However
(once again)…
The convention delegates who
will be voting on the pre-primary
endorsements won’t know how
the candidates answered these
questions. Only the Star Chamber
members will know. How does this
make any sense if the delegates are
to cast a fully-informed vote?
The last question is a real
doozy…
—”If you are endorsed by the
Nevada Republican Party and your
voting record as a voting member of
the legislature runs contrary to your
answers during the endorsement
process; Do you expect the NRP
would support you during your
re-election? Would you find it appropriate if the NRP found someone
to run against you as a result?”
Now here’s the thing…
This question is designed to
address an ongoing problem with
certain Republican candidates;
candidates who say one thing on
the campaign trail but do the exact
opposite once elected.
For example, every Republican
candidate on the ballot in 2014
claimed they were against tax hikes.
However, half of them ended up
voting FOR the largest tax hike in
state history in the 2015 session.
So it’s a real problem. However…
If the candidate’s answers to
the questions are to remain strictly
confidential, as promised, how is
anyone to know if the candidate’s
voting record “runs contrary to your
answers during the endorsement
process”?
Again, this entire convoluted
process makes absolutely no sense.
The real decision on who gets or
doesn’t get the party’s endorsement
will lay (or is it lie?) in the hands of
just a dozen chosen members of the
Star Chamber, not the delegates to
the convention who will neither see
the answers to the questionnaire nor
be able to view the oral interviews.
That’s just not right.
S o h e r e ’s h o w t h e p a r t y
SHOULD handle this…
1.) The party should wait until
AFTER the close of filing before
considering any pre-primary endorsements so all candidates are
officially known (a number of
currently-announced candidates
will ultimately not actually file for
office).
2.) ALL GOP candidates should
be included on the ballot without
any pre-screening by any ad hoc
small group of party insiders and
without having to make a “request”
for the endorsement.
3.) A special endorsement meeting of the CENTRAL COMMITTEE
should be convened in April where
the pre-primary endorsement elections are held, not at the convention.
4.) The names and mailing
addresses (not phone or email
addresses) of each member of the
Central Committee should be published so the various candidates
can get in touch with them through
the mail.
Let the candidates compete directly with the voting members of
the Central Committee rather than
filtering their message through an
appointed Star Chamber.

This should NOT be a bone of
contention for Central Committee
members. After all, you must be a
registered Republican voter to serve
on the Central Committee - and
with few rare exceptions (such as
for undercover police officers), that
address is a public record.
The names of the elected members of the party’s Central Committee should not be some kind of state
secret. If you don’t want to hear
from Republican candidates, then
don’t get on the Central Committee.
Sheesh.
5.) With all eligible candidates
on the ballot, the Central Committee then votes for which candidate
the members believe is the best
candidate deserving the party’s
official endorsement whether they
asked for the endorsement or not.
That means, as per my earlier example, both Sam Brown and Adam
Laxalt would appear on the ballot
even if Laxalt didn’t “request” the
endorsement, as well as any lesser
candidates who may end up filing
in the U.S. Senate race.
6.) Now, in order to receive
the party’s official endorsement, a
candidate in any given race should
have to receive a super-majority
vote of the Central Committee
members. For argument’s sake, let’s
say the candidate has to receive 60
percent of the vote or more.
By requiring a super-majority
vote, that makes it clear that one
candidate is clearly viewed as
superior to the others in the field.
If no candidate in a particular
race is able to get such super-majority support, THEN the party’s
official position in that particular
race would be “no endorsement” of
anyone. So if Candidate A gets 50.1
percent of the vote and Candidate
B gets 49.9 percent of the vote…
neither gets the endorsement.
Or let’s say Adam Laxalt gets
55 percent of the vote, Sam Brown
gets 35 percent of the vote, Sharelle
Mendenhall gets 7 percent of the
vote and Bill Hockstedler gets 3
percent ...Laxalt still wouldn’t get
the endorsement because he failed
to get super-majority support.
Making no endorsement in a
race is far better than endorsing
everyone in the race — which
makes such an endorsement totally
meaningless.
7.) Candidates who win super-majority support should then
be allowed to advertise their party
endorsement and gain access to a
variety of party support programs.
The others should get bupkis. Otherwise the endorsement is, again,
pretty much meaningless other than
for bragging rights.
Kudos to the Nevada GOP
for making the right call in again
trying to provide a little leadership
by offering official pre-primary
endorsements.
But raspberries for once again
screwing up the process for obtaining such endorsements in an effort
to control the process instead of
letting all the candidates compete
for it fair-and-square with the actual
voters in the election.
If the party elders aren’t willing
to do this thing correctly, then they
should just forget about issuing any
“endorsements” and simply conduct a preference “straw poll” at the
convention and let the candidates
deal with the results afterwards.
And the beat goes on…
*****
Chuck Muth is president of
Citizen Outreach, publisher of
Nevada News & Views and blogs
at MuthsTruths.com
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2022 Nye County GOP Central Committee
held its convention on February 26th
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By Victoria Giampa
Las Vegas Tribune
Hosted by Nye County Republicans, the daylong event, which
began last Saturday at the Beatty
Community Center in Nevada,
featured a wide slate of potential
Republican candidates in addition
to precinct meetings. Four of the
many candidates spoke to constituents in a small town about 115 miles
northwest of Las Vegas:
Sharelle Mendenhall
for U.S. Senate
“A quick show of hands. How
many of you guys are really unhappy with what’s going on in our
country? Guess what — it’s our
fault! We’ve been standing on the
sidelines. We’ve been wanting to
play the game, and be nice, and be
inclusive. We don’t get to do that
anymore. We actually have to start
putting together plans and execute
them.
“One of the things that amazes
me is as I’ve looked at the different pieces that people are talking
about — nobody has plans. So I
sat down with a friend of mine and
I said, ‘Let’s talk about backing the
Blue. What’s going on here? What’s
the issue?’ And he said we’re not
backfilling these requisites when
people are retiring. So when we are
talking about needing more bodies,
it’s not necessarily we need to add a
bunch of more bodies. We need to
keep the bodies we have. We need
to make sure we’re getting qualified
individuals in these positions and
keeping our communities safe.
“Second thing: When I took a
look at what was happening with
our veterans, we hadn’t built out
a comprehensive exit plan since
1775. You guys, I have three minutes, so I’m going to make sure that
I make this succinct, but we need to
make sure that six months before
they get out, we’re taking care of it.
We do mental health, we get them
jobs, and we make sure that they’re
successful when they transition into
civilian life. So you guys, my name
is Sharelle Mendenhall, and I’m
here to fight for our country and to
mend the nation in the way that I
can. Thank you.”
For more information about
Sharelle Mendenhall, visit https://
www.sharelle4senate.com/
For more information about
the Nevada State Senate elections,
visit https://ballotpedia.org/Nevada_State_Senate_elections,_2022
Mack Miller
for Lieutenant Governor
“I was born and raised in Las
Vegas — I’m sorry, I’m trying to
hold the line — in Las Vegas and
Clark County. I’ve been fighting
all my life in the school district.
I’ve been fighting to take out Dina
Titus, volunteering in high school,
people like Chuck Muth—some of
you don’t know that — when he
ran. And throughout the years, I’ve
gone to county commission meetings, city council meetings, school
board meetings, everything — to no
avail, and I found out what we need
to do is this — it’s real simple: We
need to build our party, build up our
conservative base. We need to do
what the Democrats do — ‘indoctrination’ is a horrible word - but we
need to use what they use, against
them. We need to bring in a younger
generation — I love to see this; this
is what we need to see. No offense
to older people, but if we are going
to keep this party alive and keep
our country free, this is what we
need to see.”
“How many of you can name a
past lieutenant governor? I thought

Sherelle Mendenhall for U.S. Senate
so. There’s a reason for that. Lieutenant governors get no love;
they’re hidden. Most people run
for lieutenant governor ‘cause
they figure it’s a cushy job... they
don’t have to do anything. Well,
that might have been right in the
past. I promise you: You elect Mack
Miller for lieutenant governor and
our State will know our lieutenant
governor. My most recent incident
fighting for you all was at a Clark
County commission meeting with
a tyrannical group of people —
all Democrats, and I was thrown
through a metal detector which is
the reason I have this cane, and
I was there to fight against their issue with our law enforcement,
overreach, to make ‘statements’ so I don’t even have to get into
and ‘misinformation’ a crime - a the Defund the Police Movement
proclamation to make it wrong. that we’ve seen because this AG
Well, we have the First Amendment (Aaron D. Ford, D-NV) passed two
in this country and I will continue to redundant pieces of legislation that
fight for it. I want you to remember: clipped our police officers’ wings,
When they come for you for your and we cannot have that. Because
First Amendment rights, we have right now, what we’re seeing is the
the Second.”
residual effect of what this AG has
For more information about done to our state. So, come June, I
Mack Miller, visit https://www. want you guys to remember me. I
mackmiller4nevada.com/
want you guys to remember that I
For more information about will be the hawkish person on the
Nevada lieutenant gubernatorial ticket that will ensure that public
election, visit https://ballotpedia. safety is number one. Thank you.”
org/Nevada_lieutenant_gubernaFor more information about
torial_election,_2022
Sigal Chattah, visit https://chatSigal Chattah
tah4nevada.com/
for Nevada Attorney General
For more information on Ne“It’s time we keep habitual of- vada’s Republican Party Attorney
fenders off our streets. It’s time that General primary, visit https://ballotwe protect the Second Amendment pedia.org/Nevada_Attorney_Genby charging prohibited possessors eral_election,_2022_(June_14_Reto the fullest extent of the law. publican_primary)
Now, when they don’t prosecute,
Annie Black
what happens is our police officers
for Congressional District 4
start believing, ‘Well, why am
“Who am I? I’m a mom: that’s
I [being] arrested if DAs aren’t the first most important job in my
prosecuting?’ And that creates an life. I’m a small business owner.
I’m a realtor. It’s been my own business since I graduated high school,
and I grew up in Nevada. I spent
weekends and nights with my dad
and my uncles in the garage around
some car, or around some bonfire,
talking about politics and business
and family and that’s what I grew
up [with], and that’s why I became
a conservative.
What have I done? I was censored in the legislature for not
wearing a mask, not providing a
passport, that’s great. What I did as
far as bills are concerned: The first
bill I proposed would have immediately terminated the governor’s
(Steven Sisolak D-NV) declaration
of emergency which we’re still in
now — to this day. That bill was
killed on delivery by the Democrats. They killed that bill. I brought
it back from death, but they still
would never debate the bill. That
Bill Newyear NCRCC Secretary
was the biggest most — the biggest
bill I’m proud of that I proposed.
Another one would have ended

Mack Miller for Nevada Lieutenant Governor

Jeff Welte, Nevada Republican Party Regional Field Director,
and Sigal Chattah for Nevada Attorney General
how long many of you have been
here, but if you’ve been here for
any significant amount of time, you
know Nevada — the Nevada that
I’ve known and loved my whole
life is the land of opportunity. This
is a place where anyone can come;
they don’t need to be well known
or famous; they don’t need to have
any connections. They can start a
business and they can become wildly successful. My family did it, I’ve
done it, and probably many of you
have done it. Annie for Nevada.”
For more information about
Annie Black, visit https://anniefornevada.com/
For more information about
the state’s business license fee. The
Nevada’s
4th Congressional Disreason that Governor Sisolak was
trict,
visit
able to shut our businesses down
https://ballotpedia.org/Nevawas because they’re beholden to
da%27s_4th_Congressional_Dishim because he’s the one that holds
the keys to the business license. trict_election,_2022
For more information on votAnd if you don’t have a business
ing
in Nye County, Nevada, visit
license, you can’t do business. I
https://www.nyecountynv.gov/236/
proposed abolishing the state business license fee. I also proposed ELECTIONS
some tax and spend initiatives, and
I signed the Taxpayer Protection
Pledge saying that I would vow to
not raise any new taxes, which I
have kept during the entire legislature; and I’ve signed that I will also
do that in Congress as well.
What will I do in Congress? I’m
going to keep those same principles. I’m going to fight. I’m going
to fight for businesses. I’m going
to fight for lower taxes and less
spending. I’m not going to change
anything that I did; I’m just going
to do it on a bigger stage in DC.
Why should you vote for me?
I’m a business owner. Like I said,
I grew up in this state. I don’t know
Owner Trish
how many — a lot of you — or
at Pete’s Meats & Treats

Team for Joey Gilbert for governor
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Nevada GOP Establishment:
Bring us the head of Sigal Chattah!
By Chuck Muth
Part one
In his 2014 book titled “Takeover: The
100-Year War for the Soul of the GOP and
How Conservatives Can Finally Win It,”
veteran conservative strategist Richard
Viguerie argues that “the toughest battle
for conservatives” in the 1990s after Newt
Gingrich’s takeover of Congress “was not
with Democrats and liberals; it was with
establishment Republicans.”
The more things change…
“It is hard for conservatives to understand
that establishment Republicans are the enemy,” Viguerie writes. “They are not people
who can be talked out of their commitment
to Big Government; they must be defeated.”
The history of establishment Republicans
knifing conservatives in the back traces at
least to 1964, when establishment Republicans launched a “Stop Goldwater” campaign
to block the nomination of conservative Sen.
Barry Goldwater in the presidential race.
Goldwater went on to win the GOP
primary against the establishment’s chosen
candidate, Nelson Rockefeller. But rather
than rally behind Goldwater, Viguerie points
out, the establishment’s “Stop Goldwater”
gang “never endorsed Barry Goldwater, did
nothing to help him and much to hurt” his
campaign.
Result: Democrat Lyndon Johnson won.
And we all know how THAT turned out.
Viguerie goes on to remind us how establishment Republicans have since screwed
over other conservatives when they didn’t get
their way. Case in point: Doug Hoffman’s
GOP primary campaign for Congress in New
York in 2010.
The establishment backed Dede Scozza-

fava, “but she just wasn’t selling.” So “the
Republican establishment was in a panic” and
“with just a few days left in the campaign,
Scozzafava withdrew from the race and endorsed the Democrat.”
Hoffman went on to lose in a very close
race, proving once again that “rather than
give an opening for the principled conservative to take the seat, many establishment
Republicans would rather back a Democrat.”
Same thing happened that same year
in Nevada. Rather than risk conservative
Sharron Angle winning the U.S. Senate seat
from then-Sen. Harry Reid, establishment
Republicans created “Republicans for Reid.”
Reid won the race he should have lost,
thanks to the GOP establishment. And we all
know how THAT turned out!

Establishment Republicans, Viguerie
notes, “would rather be in charge of a permanent minority than share power” with
conservatives.
And let’s not forget what establishment
Republicans in Nevada did in 2010 to conservative incumbent Gov. Jim Gibbons, who had
just vetoed a record-number of liberal bills in
the 2009 legislative session. They recruited
RINO (Republican in Name Only) Brian
Sandoval to successfully block Gibbons in
the primary from re-election.
Sandoval went on to explode the state’s
budget, give driver’s licenses to illegals, kill
a ground-breaking school voucher program
and engineer the largest tax hike in Nevada
history.
Yeah, that worked out great for us.
Viguerie also notes what happened to
conservative Congressman Todd Akin in the
2012 U.S. Senate race in Missouri.
Akin had won a hard-fought GOP primary
against two opponents, but then stumbled on
a “gotcha” question about abortion during a
radio interview.
The Republican establishment again went
into a panic. And instead of rallying to the
defense of the conservative nominee, “the
GOP power brokers pulled all support for
Akin’s campaign” even though he was TIED
in the polls with the Democrat candidate,
Claire McCaskill.
“He (Akin) could be tied,” then-Republican National Committee Chairman Reince
Priebus said at the time. “We’re not going to
send him a penny.”
“We should sink Todd Akin,” added
Bush II adviser Karl Rove. “If he’s found
mysteriously murdered, don’t look for my
whereabouts!”

McCaskill went on to win this otherwise
winnable seat for Republicans (Republican
Josh Hawley beat her in 2018).
Then there was the case of conservative
Richard Mourdock in the Indiana U.S. Senate
race that same year, after Mourdock took out
establishment Republican incumbent, Richard Lugar, in the GOP primary.
Like Akin, Mourdock got tripped up on
the abortion question during a debate. GOP
presidential nominee Mitt “Never Trump”
Romney immediately threw him under the
bus, even though Mourdock was leading in
the polls at the time.
After the GOP establishment successfully dried up Mourdock’s funding, he went
on to lose this otherwise winnable seat for
Republicans (Republican Mike Braun won
the seat in 2018).
“When conservatives put their foot in
their mouth,” Viguerie notes, “establishment
Republicans run for the hills, or worse yet,
join Democrats in attacking them.”
For their part, establishment Republicans
regularly argue that the conservative candidate “can’t win” and hide behind that excuse
for torpedoing conservatives and backing
moderate candidates. But, um, how’d that
work out for the GOP that same year?
Well, not so well.
“Of the 31 races in which (Karl) Rove
aired TV ads,” wrote legendary conservative
activist Phyllis Schlafly in a post-election
assessment, “Republicans won only 9.”
Schlafly continued…
“Rove’s establishment losers included
Rick Berg who lost in North Dakota and
Denny Rehberg who lost in Montana, even
while Romney was carrying both those states.
(See Sigal Chattah, Page 8)

Spencer was in charge of the Internet task
force as incident commander for the Route 91
shooting. He goes on every murder scene as
the top homicide detective for the LVMPD.
The host asked, “How are you going to use

your years of policing on the City Council?”
Spencer responded, “Half the city’s budget
is public safety and you want someone that
understands the budget and someone with a
public safety background.”
Spencer said what makes him successful
in the police force is leadership and he leads
the national average on solvability within his
department.
Lt. Ray Spencer is a statesman who knows
how to work with people no matter what side
of the issue they are on.
Spencer retires from the LVMPD on May
25th of this year.
Public Safety is the number one issue for
Ward 6.
Spencer said he would like to see a
downtown Summerlin type of venue in the
Northwest.
The host asked what he would look for
in appointing a Planning Commission and
Spencer responded, “I would look for someone that’s an expert in planning and not attached to a special interest. Transparency and
responsiveness are critical as a city council
member.”

Police Lt. Ray Spencer, candidate for City Council ,Ward 6
By Steve Sanson
Veterans in Politics
Veterans in Politics video Internet talk
show interviewed Ray Spencer, a lieutenant
with the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department (LVMPD) assigned to the Homicide
Division and a candidate for Las Vegas City
Council Ward 6.
Spencer has a very unique background.
He moved to Las Vegas from Detroit, Michigan at 3 years old. He lived in Canada for a
portion of his life while his father was on the
run from the police.
Spencer said he grew up around a lot of
criminal activity. Spencer’s father did 7 years
in prison for murder.
His mother separated from his father when
he was 5 years old; his mother raised him as
a single parent and he watched her struggle.
Spencer said he lived in multiple weekly
hotels growing up in Las Vegas.
Spencer said education turned his life
around. The host asked what motivated him
to be a police officer and he said his father’s
respect for the police force.
Spencer’s father was mixed up with drugs

and died when Spencer was 12 years old.
Ray Spencer first started his career in
policing when he was a Sparks police officer.
He is now in his 24th year as a law enforcement officer.

Washoe Voter Fraud

(Continued from Page 2)
with the collecting, tracking, reporting, and certifying of our votes and
election processes.
You can watch the brief version of Robert Beadles presentation at: https://tv.gab.com/channel/robertbeadles/view/treason-

and-fraud-exposed-in-washoe621865599972c10432a86298
You can watch the full video
presentation by Robert Beadles at:
https://tv.gab.com/channel/robertbeadles/view/treason-and-fraud-exposed-in-washoe-6217e12d2d4cc1e467fdf89c

(Continued from Page 1)
have a financial motivation when it
comes to classifying cases or deaths
as related to COVID-19.
One website ran a story headlined, “US Hospitals Getting Paid
More to Label Cause of Death as
‘Coronavirus.’”
It called the information
“disturbing” and the interview
“bone-chilling.”
Numerous readers have asked us
about such claims, some of which
imply that hospitals are making
money by simply listing patients
as having the disease — when in
fact the payments referenced are
for treating patients. And while
some of the posts imply that fraud
may be afoot, multiple experts told
us that such theories of hospitals
deliberately miscoding patients as
COVID-19 are not supported by
any evidence.
(Yes, there is clear evidence,
and if anybody has any doubt,
they can ask me.)
The initial comment was made
by Minnesota State Sen. Scott
Jensen, a family physician, who
spoke with Fox News host Laura
Ingraham on April 8 about the idea
that the number of COVID-19
deaths may be inflated. Jensen was
responding to National Institute
of Allergy and Infectious Diseases Director Anthony Fauci, who
— while answering a reporter’s
question about that theory — said,

“You will always have conspiracy
theories when you have very challenging public health crises. They
are nothing but distractions.”
Jensen, April 8: I would remind
him that anytime health care intersects with dollars it gets awkward.
Right now Medicare has determined that if you have a COVID-19
admission to the hospital, you’ll get
paid $13,000. If that COVID-19
patient goes on a ventilator, you
get $39,000, three times as much.
Nobody can tell me after 35 years
in the world of medicine that sometimes those kinds of things impact
what we do.
(You don’t need several years
in the world of medicine or even
going to medical school to know
that COVID is nothing but a
financial business, exclusively
for the benefit of hospitals and
providers. Otherwise, how do
you explain that hospitals, providers and nurses refused to
give a second COVID test when
the family requested it, and
immediately decided to put the
patient on a ventilator. MONEY,
MONEY, MONEY is the name
of the game.)
*****
Perly Viasmensky is the General
Manager of the Las Vegas Tribune.
She writes a weekly column in this
newspaper. To contact Perly Viasmensky, email her at pviasmensky@
lasvegastribune.com.

Hospital Payments
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Worries grow over Putin’s stability, mindset
By Laura Kelly
The Hill
The White House and other
observers are increasingly sounding the alarm about the mindset of
Russian President Vladimir Putin,
who seems poised to escalate his
country’s war with Ukraine.
Experts, analysts, lawmakers
and even administration officials
have speculated that Putin’s isolation during the COVID-19 pandemic has raised his paranoia. They’ve
pointed to decisions he’s made such
as the invasion itself and his move
on Sunday to put his nuclear forces on alert in suggesting he is not
making rational decisions.
“I’m not going to make an assessment of his mental stability,
but I will tell you, certainly the
rhetoric, the actions, the justification that he’s making for his actions
are certainly deeply concerning to
us,” White House press secretary
Jen Psaki said on ABC News on
Monday.
U.S. intelligence agencies are
reportedly keeping a close eye on
Putin and his behavior, concerned
that the Russian leader may order
even more devastating violence
against Ukraine’s stiff resistance,
which has managed to hold off the
Russian army for nearly five days.
While some analysts say Putin
has yet to unleash the full power
of the Russian military, the ordered
assaults on Ukraine have increased
in violence and devastation in recent days.
Russia on Tuesday appeared to
send a rocket crashing in front of an
administrative building in Kharkiv,
killing seven people.
According to a group of
Ukrainian journalists who have
organized a fact-checking service
for reporters not on the ground in
the country, attacks on residential
areas and civilian infrastructure,
including hospitals, have become
a norm for Russian invaders. They
said the shelling on densely populated areas of Kharkiv had killed
dozens and wounded many more.
Children were among the victims,
the group said, in both Kharkiv and
the city of Mariupol.
“We are confident that the strategy to shell civilian houses and
streets has been selected conscious-

ly by Russians to create chaos and
bring the communities to despair
and panic,” the group wrote in a
daily digest sent Tuesday morning
to The Hill. “None of that happens,
the communities are strong and
more resolved to defend.”
Ukrainian Ambassador to the
U.S. Oksana Markarova told lawmakers Monday night that Kyiv
believes Putin has used explosives
banned by the Geneva convention
against civilians in Kharkiv, socalled vacuum and cluster bombs.
The United Nations human
rights coordinator has estimated
more than 400 civilians have been
killed in less than a week of fighting, and the International Criminal
Court on Monday announced it
was opening an investigation into
alleged Russian war crimes and
crimes against humanity taking
place in Ukraine.
Senate Intelligence Committee Vice Chairman Marco Rubio
(R-Fla.) said he was watching
with concern Putin’s public videos
where he outwardly expresses
frustration and anger, signaling a
striking change for someone he’s
described as a “cold-blooded but
calculating killer.”
“The one thing Vladimir Putin
has always valued is emotional
control, is the ability to never flash
any emotion, and to watch a video
of him the other night and those
flashes of anger, that’s very uncharacteristic,” Rubio told reporters on
Monday night.
“We have to understand that
whatever we think he might have
done, or assumed he would do in
response to actions 10 or 15 years
ago, is not what he might do today,

(Continued from Page 7)
Other establishment losers were
George Allen in Virginia, Tommy
Thompson in Wisconsin, Connie
Mack in Florida and Heather Wilson in New Mexico.”
So much for that argument.
Viguerie concludes…
“When an establishment Republican — such as Mitt Romney
(2012 GOP presidential candidate)
— gains a nomination for office, the
Republican leadership demands
that conservatives close ranks with
establishment Republicans and
support the nominee, even if that
nominee refuses to campaign as a

conservative and has an anti-conservative record.
“But when a conservative gains
a nomination, establishment Republicans are free to criticize the
nominee and to do everything they
can to undercut the conservative’s
campaign.”
Which brings me to this year’s
race for attorney general in Nevada.
Which I’ll get to in Part II in the
next edition of Muth’s Truths.
Don’t touch that dial!
Chuck Muth is president of
Citizen Outreach, publisher of
Nevada News & Views and blogs
at MuthsTruths.com

and that’s an important thing to
take into account. This is a very
dangerous moment, in my opinion,
because of that.”
Russia experts have also raised
alarm over Putin’s justification for
the assault on Ukraine, dismissing
the country’s inherent and legal
sovereignty and ethnic history,
slandering Ukraine’s Jewish president as a Nazi and propagandizing
Russia as a liberator.
“I’m nervous that Mr. Putin
has been believing his propaganda
for decades,” Michael McFaul,

Sigal Chattah

who served as U.S. ambassador to
Russia during the Obama administration, said in an interview with
NBC News on Sunday.
“I sat in the room with him for
five years when I worked in the
Obama administration. I speak Russian. I listened to him and I know
what he says, he’s increasingly
unhinged.”
Observers say Putin’s tightened
grip on power and near isolation
over the COVID-19 pandemic —
when he was largely sequestered
in a “bunker” with strict regulations

limiting visitors — have severed
nearly all ties he had with the outside world and a grasp of reality.
Putin’s behavior and personality
raised a red flag for the delegation
traveling with French President
Emanuel Macron when he met with
the Russian leader in Moscow on
Feb. 10.
A source briefed on the content
of the Putin-Macron discussion
told Reuters at the time that more
than five hours of talks between the
two leaders made “us realize how
(See Putin’s Stability, Page 9)

Stavros ANTHONY
for Lieutenant Governor

As Lieutenant Governor, Stavros Anthony will
focus on economic development with an emphasis
on small business, public safety across the state
and safe communities, promoting and advancing
tourism, and oversight of the Nevada State Senate.
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GOP unites around blaming Biden for Ukraine crisis

By Mike Lillis
The Hill
Lawmakers in both parties raced this week
to condemn Russia’s incursion into Ukraine,
denouncing President Vladimir Putin’s
gambit as a brazen assault on international
law, Ukrainian sovereignty and stability in
eastern Europe.
But that’s about where the bipartisan
agreement ends.
Republicans, while hammering Putin’s
march toward war, also wasted no time placing the blame for the escalating hostilities
squarely on the shoulders of President Biden,
saying his administration cleared the way for
Russia’s aggression with a series of foreign
policy blunders, including the disastrous
withdrawal of U.S. troops from Afghanistan
last August.
Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell
(R-Ky.), speaking to reporters in Kentucky
on Tuesday, said Putin would not have been
emboldened to send upwards of 150,000
troops to the Ukrainian border “had we not
precipitously withdrawn from Afghanistan.”
House GOP leaders quickly joined the attack,
accusing the president of adopting a foreign
policy posture that was simply too soft to discourage Putin’s bellicose designs for Ukraine.
“Sadly, President Biden consistently chose
appeasement and his tough talk on Russia
was never followed by strong action,” the
Republican leaders, including Reps. Kevin
McCarthy (Calif.), Steve Scalise (La.) and
Elise Stefanik (N.Y.), said in a statement.
Across the aisle, Democrats are singing
a very different tune, praising Biden and his
administration for moving swiftly to unite
NATO and other key allies in Europe and beyond, many of which joined the United States
this week in adopting tough new economic
sanctions on Moscow.
“These unified steps make clear that the
United States and our allies are not bluffing
in our determination to inflict serious and
painful consequences on Russia in response
to Putin’s invasion of Ukraine,” said House
Majority Leader Steny Hoyer (D-Md.).
The divergent partisan response highlights
the extent to which cooperation on Capitol
Hill has dissolved in recent years, even when
it comes to foreign policy matters like Russian aggression, which stood through decades
of the Cold War as a unifying force across a
broad spectrum of political views.
It also reflects the sharp shift within the

Republican Party on matters of foreign policy
since the arrival of former President Trump,
whose “America First” mantra defied the
muscular approach to international affairs
promoted by the more hawkish GOP leaders
who preceded him — but also won him legions of followers fed up with Washington’s
entanglements abroad, not least the long and
costly conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan.
Those internal GOP tensions have surfaced in glaring fashion this week, following
Putin’s decision to recognize two separatist
regions in eastern Ukraine as sovereign entities distinct from the democratically elected
government in Kyiv.
One camp of Republican traditionalists, represented by Sen. Lindsey Graham
(R-S.C.) and Rep. Liz Cheney (R-Wyo.),
have pressed hard to counter Putin’s authoritarian instincts with tough new sanctions,
more defense funding for Kyiv and a robust
show of U.S. military might in the allied
countries of Eastern Europe.
“I want a sanctions regime from hell,”
Graham said during a press briefing Tuesday
in his home state.
An opposing wing, embodied by Trump
and his closest followers, is pushing a much
more isolationist agenda, arguing the United
States has for too long suffered the costs of
playing policeman to the world.
“I don’t really care what happens to
Ukraine one way of another,” said J.D.
Vance, the “Hillbilly Elegy” author vying for
a Senate seat — and Trump’s endorsement
— in Ohio.
Complicating the response from the GOP,
Trump this week hailed Putin’s tactics in

Ukraine as “genius,” saying the Russian president’s characterization of invading troops
as “peacekeepers” was a move both “smart”
and “savvy.”
The praise drew the immediate condemnation from members of both parties, including
Cheney, who said the 45th president’s “adulation” of Putin “aids our enemies.”
“Trump’s interests don’t seem to align
with the interests of the United States of
America,” she tweeted.
Despite the divisions, Republicans appear united in their accusations that Biden’s
approach to foreign policy — both in Russia
and elsewhere — has contributed to the burgeoning crisis in Ukraine, which some fear
could lead to the bloodiest European conflict
since World War II.
The House Republican leaders ticked off
a host of areas where they say the administration’s strategy was a failed one, including
Biden’s decision last year to waive sanctions
on construction of the Nord Stream 2 project,
an $11 billion gas pipeline between Russia
and Western Europe.
“Lethal aid was slow-walked, anti-air and
anti-ship capabilities were never directly
provided, pre-invasion sanctions proportionate to the aggression Putin had already
committed were never imposed, and sanctions on Nord Stream 2 were waived,” said
the GOP leaders, whose statement was also
endorsed by the leading Republicans on the
House Homeland Security, Armed Services
and Intelligence committees.
Other Republicans are bashing Biden on
the domestic policy front, arguing that the
administration’s opposition to certain new

oil and gas projects around the country has
given undue leverage to Putin when it comes
to global energy production.
“For America to be a diplomatic power,
we must be a military power. To be a military power, America has to be an economic
power. It’s all connected, and President Joe
Biden is undermining it all with his radical
agenda to shut down American energy and
embolden our enemies like Russia,” said Rep.
Cathy McMorris Rodgers (Wash.), senior
Republican on the Energy and Commerce
Committee.
Biden on Tuesday announced a new round
of sanctions on Russian financial institutions
and some of the country’s wealthiest families. Other global leaders, including those
representing the European Union, Canada,
the United Kingdom and Japan, announced
their own sanctions targeting Moscow.
In another major development, German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz on Tuesday halted approval of the Nord Stream 2 pipeline, which
has been completed but not yet certified by
German regulators.
It remains unclear if Democratic leaders,
who control both chambers of Congress, will
take additional steps to confront the crisis legislatively, or allow the Biden administration
to handle it unilaterally.
In the Senate, a bipartisan group has been
working for weeks on a package to provide
additional funding and military aid to Kyiv,
while slapping tough new sanctions on the
wealthy Russian oligarchs aligned with
Putin. Those talks had stalled earlier in the
month, over partisan disagreements between
negotiators, but have resumed this week
in response to Putin’s promised foray into
Ukraine’s breakaway regions.
House leaders, on the other hand, are
taking a wait-and-see approach.
“The Congress will be prepared to take
further action if additional action is deemed
necessary,” Hoyer said Tuesday.
Meanwhile, Ukrainian leaders have remained defiant, readying their military forces
for an all-out Russian assault while also
pleading with the United States and other
Western allies for more help.
Appearing Wednesday at a press conference in Kyiv, Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky warned that nothing less than “the
future of European security” is on the line.
“The response of the international community to this crime,” he said, “should be
decisive, immediate and harsh.”

(Continued from Page 8)
different the Putin of today was to the Putin
of three years ago.”
The Russian leader could further fall into
the abyss as the country’s economy begins
to spiral amid an unprecedented global
campaign of sanctions — with the Russian
currency, the ruble, plummeting on Monday
to a value of less than 1 cent compared to
the dollar.
The Russian economy’s free fall poses
one of the gravest risks to Putin’s rule and
legitimacy with the Russian people, said
Daniel Fried, who served as ambassador to
Poland during the Clinton administration and
is a distinguished fellow with the Atlantic
Council.
“The social compact Putin made with
Russians back in the early 2000s was, ‘I will
be an authoritarian but I’ll give you stability

and a better standard of living,’ and a lot of
people bought it,” Fried said.
“Putin’s promise was the basis of his rule.
Now he’s getting financial turmoil right back
and it’s all on him, it’s all on him.”
Russians have taken to the streets in dozens of cities to protest Putin’s war against
Ukraine, with thousands of people reportedly
arrested, an extraordinary happening in a
country where public opposition is quickly
and forcefully silenced.
Anne Appelbaum, a Pulitzer-winning historian for her work on the Soviet Union, said
a key, deep-seated fear for Putin is the power
of popular protests to overthrow authoritarian
governments, an experience solidified for him
as a young KGB officer in Dresden fending
of pro-democracy protests in 1989 with the
fall of East Germany.
“He’s had this anxiety that this would hap-

pen to him, that the end of his power would be
exactly that, a kind of street demonstration. I
think that obsession is exactly what explains
his obsession, in turn, with Ukraine,” she
said during a panel on Monday hosted by the
Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies, where she is a senior fellow.
In rambling speeches revising history, Putin has sought to paint as a threat to Russia’s
security Ukraine’s closer ties with the West
and democratic reforms — which ousted in
a popular revolution in 2014 the pro-Russian
and anti-West government in Kyiv.
“He had a line in one of his paranoid
television appearances about ‘influence
from the West coming to us from Ukraine,’”
Appelbaum continued, “and what he means
is, the influence of democratic ideas, ideas
about transparency, about the rule of law,
all of which could potentially damage his

autocratic, kleptocratic political system that
keeps him in power.”
The U.S., allies and partners are challenged with laying out an exit strategy to rein
Putin back in.
Talks between Ukraine’s defense minister
and Russian officials on Ukraine’s border
of Belarus on Monday failed to yield any
breakthroughs, and the Kremlin even stepped
up devastating attacks on Ukrainian cities in
the midst of the discussions.
The White House has said that President
Biden is not expected to speak with Putin.
The Russian leader last spoke with Macron
on Monday.
“The French President suggested to the
Russian President that they remain in contact
over the next few days to help prevent the
situation from worsening,” the Élysée Palace
said in a readout. “President Putin agreed.”

Putin’s Stability
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Russia expected to escalate violence in Ukraine

By Brett Samuels
and Laura Kelly
The Hill
The Russian military is ratcheting up its attacks on Ukraine,
targeting hospitals and civilian
centers in a sign its war is likely to
intensify in the coming days in the
face of fierce Ukrainian resistance.
U.S. officials and individuals
on the ground in Ukraine reported
Russian forces targeting hospital
buildings, broadcasting towers
and critical infrastructure. Video
went viral of a missile landing in
Freedom Square in Kharkiv, one of
the largest city centers in Ukraine.
“Reports of Russia’s human
rights abuses and violations of
international humanitarian law are
mounting by the hour,” Secretary of
State Antony Blinken said Monday
in a speech to the United Nations
Human Rights Council.
“Russian strikes are hitting
schools, hospitals, residential buildings, are destroying critical infrastructure, which provides millions
of people across Ukraine with
drinking water [and] gas to keep
them from freezing to death,” he
added.
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky on Monday said more
than a dozen children had been
killed, underscoring how the attacks
have largely been indiscriminately
targeting civilians.
“We are fighting just for our
land and our freedom,” Zelensky
said in an address on Tuesday that
caused the European Union translator on the video feed to become
audibly emotional. “We desire to
see our children alive. I think it’s
a fair one.”
Lawmakers emerged from a
closed-door classified briefing
Monday night concerned that Putin
is likely to escalate the violence
against Ukraine but emboldened
by the resistance of the Ukrainian
army. The briefers were said to
include senior officials in the departments of State, Homeland Security, Treasury, Energy, USAID
and Intelligence.
“I think the Ukrainian people are
willing to fight a long guerilla war,”
Rep Brad. Sherman (D-Calif.) told
The Hill after coming out of the
briefing. “And I hope and expect
that the United States will take this
opportunity to provide them with
the weapons they need.”
Rep. Elissa Slotkin (D-Mich.),
a member of the House Armed
Services Committee and a former
CIA analyst, said the briefing gave
“color” to the seriousness of the situation but that she was heartened by
the bipartisan support in Congress
for Ukraine.
Slotkin said the briefers talked
about the U.S. plans to resupply

the Ukrainian army and that there
was “a lot of interest” in Congress
“in making sure those logistical
networks can continue, even when
communities are surrounded.”
But it’s unclear how long the
Ukrainian army can protect supply
routes to allow military armaments
and other necessary logistics such
as food and water into the country
under assault from the Russian
army.
“We continue to have the capacity to get armament and nourishment
to the fighters in Ukraine,” Sen.
Mitt Romney (R-Utah), a member
of the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee, told reporters after
the briefing. “How long that will
last depends on how successful
the Ukrainian military is and the
Ukrainian people are in keeping
open those corridors of transport.”
Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.)
issued a blunt warning that “the
worst is yet to come militarily.”
“I think there’s a commitment
by the Ukrainian people to fight
to the death, so the idea of Russia
using overwhelming military power
against innocent civilians is more
likely today than it was yesterday,”
he told reporters.
“We need a Berlin airlift-type
support for the Ukrainian economy
and pour weapons into the country.
But do not be fooled. The Ukrainians have fought bravely. They’re
freedom fighters of the 21st century.
But the Russian military capability
that is unused is pretty massive, and
I expect a scorched-earth policy to
unfold here in the coming days regarding Ukraine. I expect wholesale
slaughter of Ukrainian citizens by
the Russian military,” he added.
Experts and analysts say that
Putin’s military assault has been

hampered by the fierce resistance
from Ukrainians but also a logistics and supply chain issue that has
slowed the Russian advance.
Vladislav Davidzon, a nonresident fellow at the Atlantic
Council’s Eurasia Center who is
on the ground in Ukraine, said that
the “logistical and communication
issues that they are experiencing
are illuminating how badly their
army is still functioning despite the
attempts to modernize and reform.
They are still an artillery army first
and foremost.”
Still, Davidzon raised the risk
that Putin could “level the country.”
“The Russians have achieved
none of their objectives. I don’t
know what they’re doing here. I
don’t know what their exit plan is.
They could either level this country
and blow it up and leave it in dust
and ruins, or they could withdraw
with some sort of face-saving measures. But they cannot achieve any
of their serious military objectives,”
he said.
Michael Kofman, director of
Russia Studies at CNA, a think
tank in Virginia, echoed the assessment that Putin was hampered
by logistics.
“Looking at the Russian operation so far, they’re having tremendous problems with logistics
and communications,” he tweeted
Tuesday morning. “The whole
effort seems shambolic. Some
structural, some probably more
specific to this operation, but will
be doing a separate thread on those
problems later.”
Sen. Mark Warner (D-Va.),
chairman of the Select Committee
on Intelligence, pointed out that
the Russians have yet to deploy
devastating cyberattacks to take
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out Ukraine’s electric grid, water
and internet.
“It’s something I’ve asked time
and again,” Warner told The Hill
over why he has yet to see cyberattacks carried out.
“He [Putin] may have been
saving some of those cyber tools to
launch against NATO and America,
in terms of — because once you use
that tool, sometimes it’s hard to use
it again. But I think it’s mostly a
reflection of arrogance on his part
that he thought he could roll [over
Ukraine]. It’s probably one of the
questions we’re asking the most
often and still don’t know if we
have a full report.”

Warner further raised alarm that
Russian military strategy is to “escalate before they de-escalate, and
they still have the tools to do that,”
but he warned that “Vladimir Putin
will lose this battle. He will lose this
war. He will be a pariah amongst
not only NATO and America but
amongst all civilized nations. That
will be his legacy out of this.”
Russia appeared to target key
communication infrastructure on
Tuesday, with the Ukrainian Defense Ministry tweeting that the
Russians had attacked a broadcasting tower in Kyiv.
Ukraine’s Defense Minister
Oleksii Reznikov warned on Tuesday that Moscow was preparing
to launch a disinformation and
psychological operation to demoralize the Ukrainian people, sow
confusion and fear.
The conflict has so far defied the
predictions of intelligence experts
who felt the capital city of Kyiv
could fall within a few days of
Russia invading. But experts warn
the setbacks Russian forces have
faced so far could only embolden
Putin and military leaders to further
escalate in the coming days.
“I think it’s about to get uglier
and worse unless there’s some kind
of diplomatic breakthrough that
passes,” said Ben Friedman, policy
director at Defense Priorities.
“Wars tend to escalate and tend
to get more violent as they go
on, and it’s certainly possible in
frustration with not achieving its
objectives Russia might change its
tactics and level parts of Ukraine,”
he added.
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Russia’s nuclear weapons threat raises Western fears
By Ellen Mitchell
The Hill
Russia’s violent invasion of Ukraine has
upped Western fears of a potential nuclear
conflict.
Russian President Vladimir Putin on Sunday ordered his country’s deterrence forces,
including nuclear weapons, be put on higher
alert, citing so-called threats from the West
as Moscow continues to push into Ukraine.
A senior United States defense official
said on Sunday of Putin’s order, “It’s clearly, essentially, putting in play forces that, if
there’s a miscalculation, could make things
much, much more dangerous.”
The official also told reporters the U.S. has
“no reason” to doubt Putin’s new order, which
they called “unnecessary” and “escalatory.”
Putin flouted Moscow’s nuclear might
as he launched an attack on Ukraine on
Thursday, warning in a speech that countries
that interfere with Russian actions will face
“consequences you have never seen.”
That threat sparked concerns that an
emboldened Russia may be willing to use
nuclear weapons should the situation escalate. Such a move could quickly pull the
U.S. into the conflict and end up pitting the
two largest nuclear-armed states against each
other, experts say.
“The Russian government’s decision to
send troops into Ukraine threatens to spiral
into wider conflict with unpredictable and
far-reaching results,” Derek Johnson, a leader
of the international nuclear abolition group
Global Zero, said in a statement.
“The greatest risk of nuclear use today
comes from unplanned or unexpected escalation from a conventional conflict. With
NATO and Russian forces operating in close
proximity, the threat of one mistake, misinterpretation, or miscalculation during a close
encounter or military exercise increases the
risk of escalation to direct conflict and potential nuclear use,” Johnson continued.
While the U.S. and Russia are not in direct
conflict — President Biden has insisted that
no U.S. forces will fight in Ukraine — the
administration has ordered more than 14,000
American troops to locations in Europe in
the event of a spillover into neighboring

alliance counties.
NATO has also, for the first time in history, activated its response force, which is
comprised of around 40,000 multinational
land, air, maritime and special operations
personnel the alliance can deploy on short
notice as needed.
NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg
on Sunday said that Putin’s order to place
Russia’s nuclear arms on high alert is part of
a “dangerous rhetoric” and is exactly why the
alliance has moved to bolster its defenses.
“If you combine this rhetoric with what
they’re doing on the ground in Ukraine,
waging war against an independent sovereign
nation, conducting a fully fledged invasion
of Ukraine, this adds to the seriousness of
the situation,” Stoltenberg told CNN’s Dana
Bash.
But Putin, who views Ukraine as a breakaway state that should fall under Moscow’s
control, has made stark warnings to any country that moves to step in and join the conflict.
“Whoever tries to hinder us, and even
more so, to create threats to our country,
to our people, should know that Russia’s
response will be immediate. And it will lead
you to such consequences that you have
never encountered in your history,” Putin
said Thursday.
“Even after the dissolution of the USSR
and losing a considerable part of its capabilities, today’s Russia remains one of the most
powerful nuclear states. Moreover, it has a

certain advantage in several cutting-edge
weapons,” Putin continued.
Asked about the status of the U.S. nuclear force following Putin’s latest order, the
senior defense official told reporters that the
Pentagon does not discuss “specifics of our
strategic deterrent posture.”
The official would only say that the U.S.
remains “confident in our ability to defend
ourselves and our allies and our partners, and
that includes in the strategic deterrent realm.”
Russia has an estimated stockpile of
about 4,477 warheads meant for long-range
launchers and shorter-range tactical nuclear
weapons, nearly 1,590 of which are deployed
on land-based missiles, submarine-launched
missiles and bombers, according to the Nuclear Information Project at the Federation
of American Scientists.
The stockpile, which is slightly larger than
that of the United States, mainly serves as a
deterrent against attack, with the understanding that should either side drop the first bomb,
it would mean annihilation for everyone.
Russia over the last several years has
flouted its nuclear abilities with countless
exercises, including simulated nuclear
weapon launches, as a wink to NATO of its
capabilities.
The latest such test took place less than
a week before Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.
Although the Pentagon has planned for a
scenario in which two major nuclear powers
go up against each other, there’s no clear

answer as to what the outcome would be.
And though it is unlikely Putin would directly attack NATO troops or territory, there
is always the risk of an accident in the fog
of war setting off an international conflict.
Nations have come dangerously close to
such conflicts in several high-profile skirmishes in the last decade, including when
a Russian jet was downed by NATO ally
Turkey in 2015 after the warplane crossed
into Turkish airspace.
Another potentially explosive standoff
ensued when Russian forces in 2014 shot
down a commercial airliner, Malaysia Airlines Flight 17, over Ukraine, killing all 283
passengers and 15 crew members on board.
To lower chances of a nuclear tit-for-tat,
Washington for years has attempted to draw
Moscow into negotiations to limit certain
short-range weapons, but the Kremlin has
refused.
The two sides do have an agreement in
place known as New START — a deal to limit
each country’s number of nuclear launchers
— but that will expire in 2026.
The countries also had plans to engage in
further talks on the future of arms control,
known as the Strategic Stability Dialogue,
but those discussions have been thrown
into doubt after Russia’s decision to invade
Ukraine.
“At this point, we do not have any plans
for the next iteration of the Strategic Stability
Dialogue,” State Department spokesman Ned
Price told reporters Friday.
“The fact that the United States and the
Russian Federation have the two largest
nuclear arsenals on the planet — it would
remain in our national security interest to
see to it that nuclear material, nuclear warheads, that nuclear stockpiles remain under
control [and] ... as small as possible,” Price
continued.
Still, there’s little expectation that Putin
will move to use Russia’s nuclear weapons.
Caitlin Talmadge, an associate professor
of security studies at Georgetown University
wrote on Twitter that he is likely using the
threat as a shield behind which he can “pursue
conventional aggression,” knowing that it
“may deter outside intervention.”

tremely cozy. For example, Trump publicly
called for Russia to be admitted to the G-7
and has repeatedly criticized Ukraine. Mean-

while, the Biden administration has staunchly
defended the independence of Ukraine.
The House twice impeached Trump, the
first time related to his opposition to providing Ukraine with military aid.
A majority of Americans polled — 59
percent — also said they believed that the
Russian president moved on Ukraine because
Putin saw weakness in President Biden, while
41 percent said that it was not a factor in
Putin’s decision to invade Ukraine.
Soon after Russia invaded Ukraine late
Wednesday, President Biden condemned
what he described as an “unprovoked and unjustified attack” and expressed solidarity with
Ukraine. The U.S. has imposed sanctions on
Russian financial institutions, Russian elites
and their family members, the Nord Stream
2 AG — the parent company of the Nord
Stream 2 pipeline — and, the White House
confirmed Friday, Putin himself, among

other entities.
However, the U.S. has resisted calls to
kick Russia out of the SWIFT international banking system, despite appeals from
Ukrainian officials and some U.S. lawmakers.
The polling comes after Biden has suffered low approval ratings in recent months.
Since taking office, the president has had to
navigate a multitude of issues, including a
lingering COVID-19 pandemic, a chaotic
evacuation from Afghanistan, infighting
among Democrats over the administration’s
legislative agenda and now the invasion of
Ukraine.
The Harvard CAPS-Harris Poll survey
was conducted between Feb. 23 and Feb. 24
with 2,026 registered voters. The survey is an
online sample drawn from the Harris Panel
and weighted to reflect known demographics.
As a representative online sample, it does
not report a probability confidence interval.

62 percent of voters say Putin wouldn’t have
invaded Ukraine if Trump were still president

By Caroline Vakil
The Hill
A majority of American voters say that
Russian President Vladimir Putin would not
have invaded Ukraine had former President
Trump still been in office, according to a new
survey released on Friday.
A new Harvard Center for American
Political Studies (CAPS)-Harris Poll survey
released Friday found that 62 percent of those
polled believed Putin would not be moving
against Ukraine if Trump had been president.
When looking strictly at the answers of
Democrats and Republicans, 85 percent of
Republicans and 38 percent of Democrats
answered this way.
However, 38 percent of all Americans
polled believed that Putin would have invaded Ukraine even if Trump had been president.
Trump’s critics contend that the former
president’s relationship with Putin was ex-

US sees Putin nuke threat as posturing
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By Ellen Mitchell and Jordan Williams
The Hill
Russia has said it deployed extra personnel
to its nuclear forces, upping the geopolitical
stakes as its invasion of Ukraine entered its
fifth day.
But Western nations aren’t taking the bait,
with President Biden telling Americans on
Monday they should not fear nuclear war,
a posture that experts say may help avoid a
dangerous escalation of rhetoric.
Moscow’s defense ministry Monday said
those overseeing its nuclear arsenal “began
to carry out combat duty with reinforced
personnel,” meaning the Kremlin’s nuclear
weapons would be more ready to launch.
The escalatory move comes in the face of
universal condemnation and painful sanctions
against Russia from Western powers, as the
Kremlin struggles to take the capital city of
Kyiv.
U.S. officials, however, have played down
the nuclear threats as posturing, with the
White House noting that it was “not going
to indulge in” the rhetoric.
“At this time, we see no reason to change
our own alert levels,” press secretary Jen
Psaki told reporters at her daily press briefing,
adding that “a nuclear war cannot be won and
must never be fought.”
“Neither the United States nor NATO
has any desire or intention for conflict with
Russia,” Psaki added.
State Department spokesman Ned Price
echoed that sentiment earlier Monday, telling
reporters, “We see no reason to change our
own alert levels,” but adding “it adds to the
risk of miscalculation.”
And the Pentagon again indicated that
it had not seen any specific movements in
response to Putin’s order.
“I have nothing to confirm these reports
that they’ve changed their staffing,” Defense
Department press secretary John Kirby said
when asked if the United States has observed
a shift in Russia’s nuclear forces.
“What I would tell you is we’ve seen Mr.
Putin’s announcement. We believe it’s as

unnecessary as it is escalatory, but we’re reviewing and analyzing that announcement,”
Kirby said.
Putin, no stranger to saber-rattling, last
week threatened Western nations with “consequences you have never seen,” should any
interfere with Russia’s invasion into Ukraine,
launched Thursday.
That bold threat, coupled with Monday’s
move to ready Moscow’s nuclear arsenal,
has sparked fears of another Cuban missile
crisis — that should the situation escalate,
the United States could be drawn into a direct
conflict with the largest nuclear-armed state.
The Russian president in the past has
hinted at such a scenario, saying in a 2018
documentary that should another nation decide to “annihilate Russia, we have the legal
right to respond. Yes, it will be a catastrophe
for humanity and for the world. But I’m a
citizen of Russia and its head of state. Why
do we need a world without Russia in it?”
And less than a week before Russian
troops moved into Ukraine, the Kremlin held
simulated nuclear weapon launches.
“Putin saber-rattling recalls some of the
stuff that Khrushchev used to do,” said Daniel
Fried, former U.S. ambassador to Poland, referring to Nikita Khrushchev, former premier

of the Soviet Union. “You don’t panic and
allow Putin to start dictating to us, but you
don’t escalate. You don’t get into a spiral of
threats. You handle it quietly.”
Rep. Tom Malinowski (D-N.J.), a former
diplomat and member of the House Homeland Security Committee, said that regardless
of the threats coming from Moscow, “we
have a nuclear deterrent and Putin understands that perfectly well.”
“As far as the nuclear alert, I think we
have to stay calm, not take the bait,” he
said on CNN’s “New Day.” “I think this is
designed to rattle us and perhaps to rally his
own people in some sick way.”
The U.S. and Russia typically have their
land-based nuclear forces — the intercontinental ballistic missiles kept in silos
throughout the country — as well as their
submarine-launched missiles always prepared for combat, but they don’t keep bomber
aircraft loaded.
Western nations closely monitor Russia’s
nuclear forces, and the U.S. may very well
see Russia start shifting around its armaments
in the coming days, said Mark Cancian, a
former defense official now at the Center for
Strategic and International Studies.
“The notion that [Putin] might start mov-

ing nuclear weapons around, start mating
them maybe with launchers, it’s not impossible. I certainly hope he doesn’t do that,”
said Cancian, who also worked on nuclear
nonproliferation in the Department of Energy.
And while the notion of Putin using a
nuclear weapon is inconceivable to many,
“he’s done a lot of things that I didn’t think
he was going to do. I can’t completely rule
out the possibility that he might take another
step of the nuclear forces,” he said.
Another worry is that Putin may use smaller, tactical nuclear weapons as a warning shot
to the West or a way to break the Ukrainian
resistance and topple its government.
“He doesn’t have many options left,”
Moscow-based military analyst Pavel Felgenhauer told the BBC, regarding Putin’s
path forward as Russia’s economy suffers.
“One option for him is to cut gas supplies
to Europe, hoping that will make the Europeans climb down. Another option is to explode
a nuclear weapon somewhere over the North
Sea between Britain and Denmark and see
what happens,” he said.
While the United States and Russia currently have only one bilateral nuclear treaty
known as New START — meant to limit
the number of deployed strategic weapons
in each country — the agreement does not
include the tactical armaments.
Still, the fact that the United States remains firm on not adding to the tensions is
a positive sign, James Acton, co-director of
the Nuclear Policy Program at the Carnegie
Endowment for International Peace, said on
Twitter.
“First off, the lack of change is a Good
Thing! It doesn’t alter the fact Putin made an
explicit nuclear threat on Sunday, but it does
dial down the aggressiveness somewhat,”
he said.
“I don’t think Russian nuclear use is imminent. But I wouldn’t assume Putin has ruled
it out. All his alternatives look bad right now.
Basically, he can negotiate a ceasefire that
respects Ukraine’s sovereignty or continue
the bloodbath of a conventional war.”

US, NATO shore up defenses as Russia-Ukraine conflict rages
By Jordan Williams
The Hill
Russia’s military incursion
against Ukraine has raised questions about what would trigger a
military response to the conflict
from the U.S. and NATO.
Washington has bolstered NATO’s defense capabilities along the
eastern flank, and the alliance recently decided to activate elements
of the NATO response force for the
first time in history.
But experts agree that the organization itself would need to
be threatened in order to trigger a
heavy military response from the
alliance, which they say doesn’t
seem likely at the moment.
“Putin very well understands the
difference between being conducting aggression against a non-NATO
nation,” said J.D. Williams, a senior
defense policy researcher at the
RAND Corporation.
“He’s obviously crossed a huge
threshold and doing what he’s doing. But it would be another major
type of escalation if he actually
wants some kind of attack or aggression against the NATO nation,”
he continued.
NATO operates as a defensive
alliance and is guided by the North
Atlantic Treaty, also known as the
Washington Treaty, which was
signed in 1949.
Article 5 of that treaty stipulates
that the alliance is obligated to
defend one of its members under
attack. The only time that article has
been invoked was after the U.S. was
attacked on Sept. 11, 2001.
However, countries along the
alliance’s eastern flank triggered
Article 4, under which a member
state can request consultations
with the broader alliance if it feels
threatened.
According to NATO, this has
only occurred seven times since
1949, further signifying the eastern
flank’s concerns about military
spillover.
Ukraine is not a member of
NATO, therefore, there is no formal obligation from the U.S. or
the alliance to come to its defense.
But member states fear a Russian

military incursion against Ukraine
could threaten its eastern flank and
moved to bolster its defenses in
the region.
On Friday, the alliance activated
some units of its NATO response
force — a multinational coalition
that can deploy on short notice.
NATO Secretary General Jens
Stoltenberg told reporters on Friday
that the alliance has over 100 jets on
high alert in 30 different locations
and 120 ships from the High North
to the Mediterranean.
“What’s going on in NATO right
now is a reaction to what’s happening in Ukraine and a perception
that actions being taken by Russia
constitute a threat to NATO beyond
what they’re doing in Ukraine,”
Williams said.
Fighting has been nonstop since
Russian President Vladimir Putin
announced an invasion in Ukraine
early Thursday morning, and he has
largely been focused on the eastern
part of the country.
Russian forces have advanced
toward Kyiv from Belarus, into an
area around Kharkiv, Ukraine’s second largest city, and from Crimea
toward Kerson, a senior Defense
official told reporters on Friday.
The official also said there was
a an “amphibious assault” coming
from the Sea of Azov, indicating
that they’re moving toward Mariupol and the Donbass region. The
official added that the Russians
were meeting more resistance from
Ukraine than it expected.
The Biden administration has
worked hard to fulfill its obligation

to NATO’s collective defense —
deploying roughly 15,000 troops
to Europe over the past few weeks.
But the administration has made
it clear that no American troops
would go directly into Ukraine.
“I don’t know how many more
times I can say it: There’s no scenario — the President is not sending U.S. troops to fight in Ukraine
against Russia,” White House press

secretary Jen Psaki told reporters.
“We are taking a range of other
steps…but, I would say, they’re
quite significant,” she added.
Putin’s intentions are currently
aimed at Ukraine, but whether he
intends to push beyond the country’s borders remains, for now,
unclear.
“It’s not entirely clear if Mr.
Putin has desires beyond Ukraine,”
Pentagon press secretary John Kirby told reporters on Friday. “And
it’s because that’s not perfectly
clear that we continue to look for
ways to bolster our NATO capabilities and to reassure our allies.”
Another expert told The Hill,
that the possibility of conflict spilling into NATO territory looms large
as fighting between Russia and the
former Soviet state continues.
“When you have military forces
operating relatively closely to one
another, there are risks of you know,
accidents, those kinds of things,”
said Barry Pavel, senior vice pres-

ident of the Scowcroft Center for
Strategy and Security at the Atlantic
Council.
“There’s a kind of a myth that
that leads to massive war, but I do
worry about all these forces operating near each other,” he continued.
Still, experts don’t believe Putin
would intentionally venture outside
of Ukraine.
“I don’t think anyone expects
the Russians to move all the way
to the western side of Ukraine, and
then they keep going,” said Mark
Cancian, a senior adviser for the
International Security Program at
the Center for Strategic and International Studies.
“As they moved further west and
came close to NATO’s border and
the countries involved would get
increasingly nervous. I think you
would see more troop deployments
and, you know, in more firepower,”
he continued. “But again, I can’t
imagine the Russians crossing the
border.”
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Europe braces for wave of Ukrainian refugees

By Rebecca Beitsch
and Morgan Chalfant
The Hill
A mass exodus of Ukrainians
risks overwhelming resources in
neighboring countries even as Europe pledges to aid refugees fleeing
Russia’s invasion.
U.S. intelligence agencies have
assessed that anywhere from 1 million to 5 million Ukrainians could
be displaced as Russian forces enter
the country from the north, south
and east.
It’s a movement that could well
exceed the capacity of Ukraine’s
neighbors, some of which have
limited resources given a history
of resistance to accepting refugees.
“It is unlikely these nations
could successfully support a surge
of millions of refugees without the
support of the U.S. and the wider
international community,” Krish
O’Mara Vignarajah, president of
the Lutheran Immigration and
Refugee Service, which resettles
refugees, told The Hill.
Romania has said it could accept up to a half million refugees,
Hungary has said it is preparing for
tens of thousands and Moldova has
pledged to keep its borders open to
Ukrainians.
While Poland, a likely destination for refugees to the west
of Ukraine, has pledged to take
a million refugees, the country’s
own data suggests its spaces for
housing refugees have fewer than
3,000 spots.
“This reality is likely a significant driver of the U.N.’s appeal
for $190 million in humanitarian
assistance for Ukrainians,” Vignarajah said.
Hungary, another western border
crossing for Ukrainians, has been
openly hostile to refugees in the
past, earning rebuke from the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR).
The UNHCR said Friday that
at least 50,000 Ukrainians have
already fled the country, including
crossing into Poland, Romania
and Moldova, while an estimated
100,000 have been internally dis-

placed.
Roadways in Kyiv were flooded
Thursday, with vehicles stretching
for dozens of kilometers as they
sought to flee the capital.
Ukraine has also already been
dealing with the aftereffects of
internal displacement after Russia’s
2014 annexation of the Crimean
Peninsula.
But the movements of Russian
troops could push people further
west and into neighboring countries.
“These are small countries bordering Ukraine, so even if they’re
willing to host Ukrainians, they
don’t necessarily have the capacity,
and so we’ll need to see much more
technical and financial support
coming from other EU [European Union] countries and I would
argue also the U.S,” said Daphne
Panayotatos, advocate for Europe
at Refugees International.
The U.S. so far has sent a
17-member disaster response team
through the U.S. Agency for International Development to facilitate
the Biden administration’s humanitarian response.
U.S. troops currently stationed
along NATO’s eastern flank are
also helping process evacuees from
Ukraine as they cross into Poland
and Romania at temporary safe
havens in those countries.
The Biden administration is also
facing calls to offer temporary pro-

tected status to Ukrainians already
in the U.S. to avoid deportation and
to offer its own refugee program
resources.
White House press secretary Jen
Psaki said Thursday that the U.S.
is prepared to accept Ukrainian
refugees, but she said that most will
want to go to countries in Europe.
She said that the Biden administration is working with European
countries to gauge where there is
capacity.
“The [State] Department is
engaging diplomatically to ensure
neighboring countries keep their
borders open to those seeking international protection,” a department
spokesperson told The Hill.
“As with any refugee situation,
we will continue to call on members
of the international community to
respond to the needs of those seeking protection within their borders
in a way that is consistent with
their respective obligations under
international law,” the spokesperson added.
So far, the response from many
European countries has been welcoming — a contrast with the
reaction to past refugee crises, such
as the one spurred by the Syrian
civil war.
Just last week, the UNHCR
issued a warning for the region,
noting that several countries have
been implicated in alarming reports
of pushbacks of refugees arriving

by boat.
The more welcome response
from Poland comes after the country began construction of a wall
along its border with Belarus to
prevent refugee crossings.
“Poland’s plan to accommodate
up to 1 million Ukrainians is particularly noteworthy given that just
months ago, its government utilized
troops to repel asylum-seekers at its
border with Belarus. This disparity
in the treatment of predominantly
Muslim refugees speaks to the troubling rise of nationalist movements
politicizing vulnerable migrant
populations,” Vignarajah said.
But a largely White, Christian
refugee population from Ukraine
may be treated differently.
“The rhetoric that we are hearing
around the very likely arrival of
tens or hundreds of thousands if
not around a million or more people
coming from Ukraine, the rhetoric
is welcoming and warm,” said Judith Sunderland, associate director
for Human Rights Watch’s Europe
and Central Asia division.
“It is a big contrast to the rhetoric we heard just a few months ago
around Afghans arriving or potentially arriving,” she added.
Melanie Nezer, senior vice
president for global public affairs
with HIAS, a Jewish refugee resettlement group with a partner
organization in Ukraine, said there
are parallels to the shift on refugees

between the Trump and Biden
administrations, where the U.S.
went from an all-time low goal of
resettling refugees under former
President Trump to a much larger
one set by the new administration
that President Biden ultimately
failed to meet.
“When the Afghan refugees
came, we really had to scramble,”
Nezer said, “to make sure that resources were available, the skills,
that staff was in place and all of
those things,” she said, adding that
the U.S. had lost some “muscle
memory” on the issue.
“These are countries that don’t
really have real established systems
for accepting refugees,” she said.
Adding to the complexity is the
tremendous uncertainty surrounding the scale of the potential refugee
crisis, which is largely dependent
on how the invasion unfolds. Russian forces were pushing into Kyiv
on Friday, sparking worries that the
Ukrainian capital with a population
of about 2.8 million could fall.
Ukraine has also ordered men
aged 18 to 60 to remain in the
country as it prepares to begin
conscription of military reservists.
“It depends, obviously, what the
course of the war is,” said Angela
Stent, an expert on U.S. and European relations with Russia. “You
could have a major refugee crisis.”
Sunderland applauded Poland’s
decision to welcome Ukrainian refugees as well as foreigners legally
residing in Ukraine, but she argued
that the door needs to be “completely open” to include undocumented
migrants in Ukraine.
Panayotatos said Western Europe can also be of greater assistance, aiding in relocation by
quickly bringing refugees to other
parts of the continent after initial
processing to house them while
awaiting next steps in their asylum
cases.
“If a million people go to Poland
next week, Poland doesn’t have
the capacity to process a million
applications. What would happen
instead would be that 500 people
See Refugees, Page 14)

Half a million Ukrainians have fled country
as refugee numbers are ‘rising exponentially’

By Rebecca Beitsch
The Hill
Some 520,000 Ukrainians have fled their
home since the start of Russian invasion,
the UN High Commissioner for Refugees
said Monday, adding that refugee totals are
expected to run in the millions, taxing the
resources of neighboring counties.
The figure has grown 10 times in just last
week, when the UN High Commissioner for
Refugees on Friday estimated that 50,000
Ukrainians had left the country. Russia
launched its invasion on Feb. 24.
“This figure has been rising exponentially
hour after hour, literally since Thursday. I
have worked in refugee crises for almost 40
years, and I have rarely seen such an incredibly fast rising exodus of people,” Commissioner Filippo Grandi said in a speech before
the UN Security Council.

The majority of refugees — over 280,000
— have fled to Poland, while 94,000 have
crossed the border into Hungary, roughly

40,000 are in Moldova, 34,000 are in Romania, 30,000 are in Slovakia, while Grandi
said tens of thousands have landed in other

European countries.
Other estimates indicate as many as
100,000 Ukrainians may be internally displaced.
“We’re currently planning, I repeat planning, for up to 4 million refugees in the coming days and weeks. Such a rapid increase
would be a huge burden for receiving states
and would no doubt stress reception systems
and related resources,” Commissioner F
Grandi said.
“Like all countries, hosting refugees, and
around the world, they cannot be left alone
to shoulder this responsibility.”
Packed roadways stretched for dozens of
miles last week as residents sought to flee
Kyiv, and U.S. intelligence agencies have
assessed that anywhere from 1 million to 5
million Ukrainians could be displaced as a
result of the invasion.
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Unprecedented Western sanctions
strangling the Russian economy
By Sylvan Lane
and Alex Gangitano
The Hill
Financial sanctions imposed
by the U.S. and Western allies are
strangling the Russian economy.
As Russian President Vladimir
Putin wages war against Ukraine,
his country’s economy has begun
to collapse under the weight of
unprecedented penalties from the
Biden administration, United Kingdom, European Union and other
major economic players.
“Everyone in the economic
sphere, the banking sphere, knows
we’re in new territory here—a coordinated shutdown of a country’s
economy with the strongest arrow
being in the heart of the banking
sector,” said George Lopez, expert
on economic sanctions at University of Notre Dame’s Keough School
of Global Affairs.
The value of the ruble plunged
Monday after the U.S and its allies
took action to cut the Russian
government off from roughly $600
billion in reserves held by the Central Bank of Russia and further cut
Russia’s ties to the global financial
system.
The Western bloc banned most
transactions with the Russian central bank — along with Russia’s
finance ministry and foreign investment fund — blocking Putin from
funds he stowed away for years to
cushion the blow of sanctions. The
sanctions also cut off Russian access to the U.S. dollar, the linchpin

of the global financial system, as its
value climbs amid global tumult.
The U.S. and EU are also barring
certain Russian banks from access
to the Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecommunication
(SWIFT), a messaging system used
by banks to conduct transactions.
Roughly $300 billion of Russia’s
reserves are now locked away from
Putin in the U.S., Europe, and other
allied countries. While Russia still
holds billions of dollars worth of
gold within its borders, experts
say Moscow will find few willing
buyers with its banks under their
own crushing sanctions.
“The problem is they can’t convert it into something useful if other
people aren’t willing to deal with
them,” said Derek Tang, co-founder and economist at research firm
Monetary Policy Analytics.

“They own it, but they can’t
use it.”
Without access to its reserves,
the Russian government has resorted to desperate measures to keep its
economy and financial sector afloat.
The Russian central bank hiked its
baseline interest rate to 20 percent
and banned the sale of securities
held by foreigners to prevent the
ruble from collapsing further.
Russia also urged foreign financial firms to join a SWIFT
alternative, but has seen few takers
with the threat of sanctions hanging
over countries who don’t toe the
Western line.
Russia may ultimately be powerless to prevent bank runs, skyrocketing inflation and deep, long-term
economic damage. And while the
U.S. and EU have made some
exemptions meant to limit the

damage to Russia, experts say the
implications could ripple though
global markets.
While the U.S. has previously
targeted the central banks of Venezuela, North Korea and Iran with
sanctions, the country has never
imposed such strict penalties on an
economy the size of Russia’s, nor
with the support of so many other
nations. Switzerland imposing
sanctions on Russia is also a massive blow to Moscow and a major
turning point for a historically neutral country with a major presence
in financial markets.
“This is unprecedented, you
have never seen this level of coordinated action this quickly. It’s
true there have been other countries
subjected to other measures, but
that took time,” said David Wolff,
partner at Crowell & Moring in the
International Trade practice group
specializing in compliance with
U.S. economic sanctions.
Russian gross domestic product
was roughly $1.5 trillion in 2020,
making its economy slightly smaller than the state of New York’s.
But Russia produces considerable
proportions of the global supply
of petroleum, natural gas, wheat
and certain metals, giving it key
leverage over Western adversaries.
“For the U.S., we’re fairly insulated but I think in Europe it is going to be extremely serious,” Tang
said, adding the sanctions could be
“extremely disruptive” for eastern
and central European countries with

with lethal military strikes. Zelensky’s family has also remained in
Ukraine.
Sources who have spoken to
people on the ground in Ukraine
said there is a sense of surprise
among many Ukrainians in terms of
how Zelensky has met the moment.
The political novice won election
in grand style in 2019, but polls
suggested he was getting mixed
reviews from the public before the
invasion.
By sticking in Ukraine, he has
become a leader for all Ukrainians
to rally around as civilians take up
arms to slow the Russian advance.
And the risk to his own life is something that has resonated. Zelensky
has said that Russia has “marked”

him as its top target, believing that
by killing the leader, support for
the resistance would disappear. He
pointedly noted that his family was
Russian target “No. 2.”
Zelensky’s decision to stay in
Ukraine also stands in contrast to
the U.S.-backed leader of Afghanistan, who fled Kabul in August as
the Taliban took over the city and
U.S. troops left.
When the Biden administration
offered to get Zelensky securely out
of the country, he refused, asking
for ammunition instead.
Zelensky has also emerged
as a leader to those opposed to
the Russian invasion around the
world, including in Russia itself.
Online tributes compare Zelensky

Zelensky emerges as global hero
in Ukraine battle against Russia

By Ian Swanson
The Hill
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky has emerged as a hero to
his nation’s citizens and far beyond
as the former actor and comedian
first elected in 2019 remains in his
country at great personal risk during
its bombardment by Russia.
Zelensky, who agreed on Sunday
to talks at the Belarus border with
Russia to end the military conflict,
has been his country’s man in the
capital city of Kyiv, where he has
issued a series of videos urging
Ukrainians to resist the invasion.
“I am here. We will not lay down
any weapons. We will defend our
state, because our weapons are our
truth,” he said in one clip filmed
outside his office in Kyiv.
“Our truth is that this is our land,
our country, our children and we
will protect all of this,” he added,
according to a translation posted by
Al-Jazeera.
“This is what I wanted to tell
you. Glory to Ukraine!” he said.
Zelensky was previously perhaps best known in the United
States for the role he played in the
controversy surrounding former
President Trump’s first impeachment. Zelensky was pressured by
Trump and his allies to investigate
then-candidate Joe Biden and his
family for corruption.

Refugees

(Continued from Page 13)
go to Germany, and 500 people
go to France and 300 people go to
Ireland,” she said, using hypothetical figures.
“People could be relocated to
another European Union country,
and that country would assess their
asylum claim and say, ‘Yes, we
France, not Poland, but we France,
think you qualify as a refugee, and
we will give you refugee status to
stay here in France,’” she added.

In today’s existential crisis facing his country, Zelensky has won
praise across the political spectrum
in the United States for sticking at
home and producing a series of
videos urging Ukrainians to resist
the Russian invasion.
Sen. Ben Sasse (R-Neb.) tweeted that Zelensky was “a bigger
man than Putin” and that “even the
dictator’s cronies know.”
Sen. Amy Klobuchar (D-Minn.),
meanwhile, tweeted video of the
Ukrainian president taking to the
streets to urge on his nation’s citizens.
Zelensky has done so at great
personal risk, as U.S. officials have
made it clear they believe Russian
President Vladimir Putin wishes
to knock out Ukraine’s leaders

Vignarajah said the U.S. could
also set the tone by making its own
public commitment on taking more
refugees.
“As the world’s humanitarian
leader, the U.S. should do everything in its power to assist its closest
allies as they welcome Ukrainians
seeking safe haven,” she said.
“The U.S. can also lead by example and live up to its highest ideals in welcoming more refugees,”
she added.
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closer economic ties to Russia.
Europe in particular depends
heavily on Russian oil and natural gas exports, which has made
European leaders wary of strict
economic sanctions on Russia.
If Putin responds with limits on
Russian energy and food exports,
he could force rising prices even
higher while reaping the benefits
of surging demand.
While the U.S. is a net exporter
of energy, a spike in demand for
American oil and natural gas could
also push gas prices higher in the
states after rising 40 percent in
the past 12 months. A surge in gas
prices could put a deeper dent in
Biden’s approval rating, which has
plunged as inflation spiked.
The U.S. and its allies sought to
limit the blowback by exempting
energy-related payments from the
sanctions imposed so far. Those carveouts not only shield the Western
bloc from rising energy prices, but
preserves some of their economic
leverage after already imposing
strict penalties.
“While Russia’s economy is significantly smaller than ours, they do
have the potentiality of retaliating
certainly with Russian import bans
of Western goods and Western services. So the possibility of Western
countries and Western businesses
facing bans against exporting their
products to Russia could pop up
here,” said Eric Ueland, the under
secretary of State for civilian security, democracy and human rights
under former President Trump.
Ueland said that while sanctions
will have impacts that are immediate, others will take months to have
a full impact.
“Some of these impacts are
more midrange, so as we interrupt
Russia’s ability to transact business
on energy production and its operations ... the short term price impact
might not be as pronounced as you
would see in three to six months as
the real bite of this becomes clear,”
Ueland added.
Even so, Russia has few options
or willing allies to help loosen the
stranglehold on its economy created
by sanctions. Tang noted that while
China and Russia have developed
close economic ties, some Chinese
banks are already pushing back on
processing transactions for Russian
oil companies.
“Chinese banks have traditionally been actually quite wary of
running afoul of U.S. sanctions,”
(See Zelensky, Page 15)
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Multinationals flee Russia, punishing Moscow

By Karl Evers-Hillstrom
The Hill
Large multinational companies are fleeing
Russia, joining a large swath of the international community in moving to isolate the
nation in response to its brutal invasion of
Ukraine.
Oil and gas giants BP and Shell announced
they are leaving Russia after spending decades making investments worth billions
of dollars in the country, while several
U.S. companies are halting all shipments to
Russia.
The exodus is expected to continue as
more businesses weigh the reputational and
financial risks of doing business with Russian
President Vladimir Putin. Experts say that if
energy firms are willing to forfeit huge sums
by pulling out of Russia, industries with much
less to lose will soon follow suit.
“I think corporate executives, in addition
to considering political risk, are genuinely
outraged by what Russia has done,” said
Bill Reinsch, the Scholl chair in international
business at the Center for Strategic and International Studies, adding that he is surprised
by just how quickly companies have made
the call to leave Russia.
These decisions are driven in part by enormous public pressure to disown the Russian
government and also by the sweeping sanctions imposed by the U.S. and its allies that
severely complicate companies’ ability to do
business with Russian entities.
Shell on Monday said that it will abandon
stakes in Russian state-owned energy projects
that are worth roughly $3 billion. The Dutch
company noted that the move will hurt the
value of its assets and “lead to impairments.”
“We are shocked by the loss of life in
Ukraine, which we deplore, resulting from
a senseless act of military aggression which
threatens European security,” Shell CEO Ben
van Beurden said in a statement.
That announcement came after BP, a long-

time defender of Putin, said it would desert
its 20 percent stake in Russian state-owned
energy firm Rosneft. The move could cost
BP as much as $25 billion if the oil giant is
forced to write off the investment, as selling
it could prove difficult under strict sanctions.
“Russia’s attack on Ukraine is an act of aggression which is having tragic consequences
across the region,” BP Chairman Helge Lund
said in a statement. “BP has operated in Russia for over 30 years, working with brilliant
Russian colleagues. However, this military
action represents a fundamental change.”
As Russia escalates its attacks on Ukraine,
it’s becoming increasingly isolated from the
rest of the world. American shipping companies FedEx and UPS said they would temporarily suspend all shipments to both countries,
while Germany’s DHL said it would pause
some services to Russia and Ukraine, citing
security concerns.
Ocean carrier Maersk said Monday that it
might suspend shipments to and from Russia,

a move that would further cut the nation off
from international trade. The Danish shipping
giant said that it was monitoring the security
situation in Ukraine and “preparing to comply
with the ever-evolving sanctions and restrictions imposed against Russia.”
Companies that haven’t fled are likely
evaluating how to navigate complex sanctions and exploring whether continuing
business with Russia is worth the regulatory
challenges.
In response to the Kremlin’s invasion of
Ukraine, the U.S. and its allies froze roughly
$630 billion in Russian central bank assets
being held abroad, blocked fundraising for
Russian state-owned entities and cut some
Russian banks out of the SWIFT international
payments system. The U.S. blocked Russian
state-owned banks from accessing the U.S.
dollar and imposed export controls that prevent Russia from obtaining computer chips
and other technologies.
In just a matter of days, the sanctions have

brought the Russian economy to the brink of
collapse.
The Russian ruble was worth less than 1
cent as of Monday afternoon, giving businesses yet another reason to pull out of the
country.
European companies, particularly banks
and energy firms, are far more exposed to
Russia than U.S. businesses, which generally
sought to limit their Russian investments after
the U.S. imposed sanctions on Russia in 2014
for annexing the Crimea Peninsula.
Russia accounts for around 7 percent of
oil imported to the U.S. but is only the 20th
largest importer for all goods and the 40th
largest export market for American goods,
according to the U.S. Trade Representative
office.
A small number of U.S. companies would
face challenges if they’re cut off from Russia.
Boeing has long relied on Russian titanium
to build its planes but has insisted it can get
materials from other countries. Both PepsiCo
and McDonald’s get around 4 percent of their
sales from Russia and Ukraine.
But others have already acted. Dell Technologies said that it is freezing computer sales
to Russia, and Delta Air Lines suspended its
ticket-buying partnership with Russian airline
Aeroflot, which has since been banned from
flying to much of Europe.
“Aside from the energy sector, Russia is
not a huge player on our economic stage,”
Reinsch said. “It’s a smart move from a consumer and political standpoint to stop trade
with Russia, and it won’t cost companies
very much.”
Other American companies are actively
supporting Ukraine as the nation fends off
Russian attackers. Airbnb said it would
provide free, short-term housing to 100,000
Ukrainian refugees, while Google, Meta and
Twitter have blocked Russian state-owned
entities from promoting their content in
Ukraine.

Vodka, pensions, sister cities: Governors move to punish Russia
By Reid Wilson
The Hill
Governors in states across the
country have ordered agencies and
asked businesses to cut ties with
Russia in largely symbolic stands
with Ukraine and against Vladimir
Putin’s war of aggression.
They’ve asked local leaders to
end so-called sister city relationships with Russian municipalities,
moved to divest from Russian assets held by state pension funds and
taken steps to get Russian vodka off
store shelves.
The governors of four states
— New Hampshire, Utah, Pennsylvania and Ohio — have ordered
or formally requested that state-run
liquor outlets halt sales of Russian
vodka. Virginia’s state-run liquor
agency said it, too, would pull seven brands of Russian products after
Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R) called on
state agencies to support Ukraine.
“We see what’s happening.
People are losing their lives. It’s
unprovoked aggression, and if New
Hampshire can do their part and
take these products off of the Russian shelves — I don’t know who’s
buying that garbage anyways right
now, frankly — it’s a good thing,
and it’s a step that we can make,”
New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu
(R) told reporters on Sunday.
”Russia’s ruthless attack on a
sovereign nation is an egregious
violation of human rights,” Utah
Gov. Spencer Cox (R) said in a
statement. “Utah stands in solidarity with Ukraine and will not support
Russian enterprises, no matter how

small the exchange.”
In Texas, Gov. Greg Abbott (R)
on Saturday called chief executives
at interest groups representing
restaurants, package companies and
retailers to ask that they remove
Russian-made products from their
inventory.
In Virginia, Youngkin ordered
state agencies to review contracts to
identify any tax dollars that might
be spent buying Russian goods or
services. He asked the cities of Norfolk and Roanoke to end sister city
relationships with Kaliningrad and
Pskov, respectively, and he called
on the state’s employee retirement
system to divest from Russian
companies.
Several other states also moved
to divest from Russian assets held
by state pension funds.
Colorado’s public employee retirement fund said it would sell off
a $7.2 million investment in Sberbank, a Russian state-owned bank
that is the target of international

(Continued from Page 14)
favorably to Biden and Trump as
well as Putin.
Sen. Rob Portman (R-Ohio),
during an appearance on NBC’s
“Meet the Press” on Sunday, noted
that there has been extraordinary
unity behind Ukraine, characterized
by 40 rallies being held around the
United States in solidarity with the
country, including one he planned
to attend in Ohio.
“The world is standing up,
frankly, in ways I haven’t seen since

9/11,” he said.
Samuel Charap of the RAND
Corporation in an interview with
CNN compared Zelensky to Winston Churchill, who rallied international opposition to the Nazis as his
country was bombarded.
“He, to a certain extent, is alone,
and it’s clear the Russians have put
a target on his back” he said. “You
need a real Churchill-type leader to
excel in a moment like this. I think
he is scrambling and trying to find
the right message.”

Zelensky

sanctions led by the United States.
New York Gov. Kathy Hochul
(D) signed an executive order
Sunday ordering state agencies
to pull money out of any Russian
investments, though it was unclear
what, if any, Russian assets state
agencies held. New York City held
about $271 million in Russian
investments as of last week, and
city Comptroller Brad Lander (D)
said Sunday he would identify
Russian assets the various boards
overseeing pension assets should
or could sell.

Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp (R)
said his state would also “fully
divest” from Russian firms.
Katie Byrd, Kemp’s spokeswoman, said the governor’s office
last week began “reviewing and
taking actions to ensure Georgia
taxpayer dollars are not being used
to subsidize Russia,” according to
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution.
The moves are largely symbolic
drops in the bucket, but they are
among the only steps a state can
take as Western nations place more
disruptive sanctions on Russia’s
financial system and central bank.
The United States imported $1.4
billion in vodka last year, according
to the Distilled Spirits Council, the
liquor industry’s leading interest
group, but just $18.5 million of that
came from Russia itself.
“Some of the popular vodka
brands consumers may think are
Russian are not produced in Russia,” said Lisa Hawkins, the group’s
spokeswoman.
Russian vodka imports have
dropped 79 percent since 2011.
The United States imports most of

its vodka from France, the Netherlands, Sweden and Latvia. Among
the most popular brands associated
with Russia are Stoli, which is made
in Latvia, and Smirnoff, which
is owned by the London-based
company Diageo and distilled in
Illinois.
In a letter to the state Liquor
Control Board, Pennsylvania Gov.
Tom Wolf (D) said he recognized
the distinction between “products
that are sourced from Russia — as
opposed to being Russian themed
but produced elsewhere.”
Governors in several states ordered buildings and landmarks to be
illuminated in blue and yellow, the
colors of Ukraine’s national flag.
Hochul ordered a dozen landmarks
to be lit in solidarity with Ukraine,
including the World Trade Center
and Grand Central Terminal. Rhode
Island’s state capital building was
similarly lit up overnight.
Bob DaSilva, the mayor of East
Providence, R.I., took to Twitter
to ask residents to loan the city a
Ukrainian flag that would fly at
city hall.
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Private companies that made moves against Russia

By Lexi Lonas
The Hill
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has led to international sanctions and a flood of businesses across sectors cutting ties with Moscow.
Here are the private companies that have
made moves against Russia:
BP
Oil company BP announced on Sunday
it would be divesting its 20 percent stake in
Russian oil company Rosneft.
“Russia’s attack on Ukraine is an act of
aggression which is having tragic consequences across the region. bp has operated
in Russia for over 30 years, working with
brilliant Russian colleagues,” BP Chairman
Helge Lund said in a statement
“However, this military action represents
a fundamental change. It has led the bp
board to conclude, after a thorough process,
that our involvement with Rosneft, a stateowned enterprise, simply cannot continue,”
Lund added.
Shell
Oil company Shell announced Monday it
will be ending all joint ventures with Russian
majority state-owned oil company Gazprom.
The company said its 27.5 percent stake
in a Sakhalin-II liquefied natural gas facility
and its 50 percent stake in Salym Petroleum
Development will be withdrawn.
“We are shocked by the loss of life in
Ukraine, which we deplore, resulting from
a senseless act of military aggression which
threatens European security,” CEO Ben van
Beurden said in a statement.
“Our immediate focus is the safety of our
people in Ukraine and supporting our people
in Russia. In discussion with governments
around the world, we will also work through
the detailed business implications, including
the importance of secure energy supplies to
Europe and other markets, in compliance with
relevant sanctions.”
Maersk
Shipping line company Maersk announced
Tuesday that containers to and from Russia
would be temporarily suspended.
Only foodstuff, medical and humanitarian
supplies will be allowed as the company ”is
focusing on social responsibility and making
the efforts to support society despite all the
complications and uncertainties within the
current supply chain to/from Russia.”
“The suspension will begin today and
cover all Russian gateway ports. We will
announce further details during today and
the coming days as we progress with the
planning,” the company added.

Visa and Mastercard
Mastercard and Visa have both announced
they will be blocking Russian banks from
their networks.
Mastercard also said it will be donating
to Save the Children, the Red Cross and the
company’s employee assistance fund to help
those affected by the invasion.
“The invasion by Russian military forces
over the past week has been devastating for
the people of Ukraine. Our thoughts continue to be with those impacted,” Mastercard
CEO Michael Miebach said in a statement
on Monday.
“As a result of sanction orders, we have
blocked multiple financial institutions from
the Mastercard payment network. We will
continue to work with regulators in the days
ahead to abide fully by our compliance obligations as they evolve,” he added.
Visa said it will be donating $2 million to
the U.S. Fund for UNICEF.
“Visa is taking prompt action to ensure
compliance with applicable sanctions, and is
prepared to comply with additional sanctions
that may be implemented,” the company said.
“During the past few days, all of us at Visa
have watched the tragic scenes in Ukraine
with deep sadness and disbelief. Our hearts
go out to the many people and families seeking safety, shelter and peace following the
invasion of Ukraine,” the statement added.
WarnerMedia
WarnerMedia announced on Monday it
would not be releasing “The Batman” in
Russia this weekend.
“In light of the humanitarian crisis in
Ukraine, WarnerMedia is pausing the release

of its feature film ‘The Batman’ in Russia.
We will continue to monitor the situation as
it evolves,” a spokesperson said.
“We hope for a swift and peaceful resolution to this tragedy,” the company added.
Netflix
Netflix announced on Monday it would
not be running Russian-affiliated media
channels on its platform in Russia.
“Given the current situation, we have no
plans to add these channels to our service,”
Netflix told CNN Business.
The statement came the same week Russian law is requiring platforms like Netflix to
run its channels.
Disney
Disney said Monday all releases in Russia
will be halted due to the country’s attack on
Ukraine.
“Given the unprovoked invasion of
Ukraine and the tragic humanitarian crisis,
we are pausing the release of theatrical films
in Russia, including the upcoming ‘Turning
Red’ from Pixar,” a Disney spokesperson
said, CNN reported. “We will make future
business decisions based on the evolving
situation.”
The company said it is also working with
organizations to help the hundreds of thousands of refugees who have emerged from
the conflict.
YouTube
YouTube announced Tuesday that Russian
outlets RT and Sputnik will be immediately
banned in Europe from the platform.
“It’ll take time for our systems to fully
ramp up. Our teams continue to monitor the
situation around the clock to take swift action,” a YouTube spokesperson stated.
Last week, YouTube said Russian outlets
would not be allowed to earn money from
ads.
Facebook
Facebook is also restricting the accounts
of some Russian-back media outlets in Europe.
“We have received requests from a
number of Governments and the EU to take
further steps in relation to Russian state con-

trolled media. Given the exceptional nature
of the current situation, we will be restricting
access to RT and Sputnik across the EU at this
time,” Meta Vice President of Global Affairs
Nick Clegg stated.
Russian outlets also won’t be able to use
ads to earn money as the outlets have been
known for spreading misinformation about
the conflict.
Twitter
Twitter said Monday it would be labeling
links to Russian state-owned media outlets as
thousands of tweets since the conflict began
have cited Russian media.
“Since the invasion, we’ve seen more than
45,000 Tweets a day sharing links to Russian
state-affiliated media outlets,” Twitter site
integrity lead Yoel Roth tweeted. “While
we’ve labeled the accounts of hundreds of
global state media outlets for years, Tweets
sharing their content lacked visible context.”
Links for other countries state media outlets will get the same label in the “coming
weeks.”
Apple
Apple announced Tuesday multiple measures it has taken to support Ukraine and
move business out of Russia.
In Russia, all product sales have been
stopped, all exports into the company’s sales
channel have been halted, Apple Pay and
other services were limited and RT News and
Sputnik News can’t be downloaded outside
of Russia.
In Ukraine, traffic and live incidents have
been disabled on Apple Maps to protect
Ukrainians against Russian invaders.
“We are supporting humanitarian efforts,
providing aid for the unfolding refugee
crisis, and doing all we can to support our
teams in the region,” Apple stated. “We will
continue to evaluate the situation and are in
communication with relevant governments
on the actions we are taking. We join all those
around the world who are calling for peace.”
Liquor stores
Some liquor stores in Canada and the
United States have said they will not be
selling Russian alcohol in solidarity with
Ukraine.
Canada’s Newfoundland Labrador Liquor
Corporation (NLC) said all Russian products
would be taken off their shelves.
“The Newfoundland and Labrador Liquor Corporation, along with other Liquor
jurisdictions throughout Canada, has made
the decision to remove products of Russian
origin from its shelves,” the NLC tweeted.
Jamie Stratton, manager of the Jacob
Liquor Exchange in Wichita, Kan., told The
Hill he removed 100 bottles of Russian vodka
from his store and is displaying Ukrainian
alcohol more prominently.
He referred to the move as a “tiny sanction” and is not alone, as other owners in the
U.S. have reportedly done similar actions.
FIFA
FIFA, the global governing body of soccer,
announced Monday it would be imposing an
(See Private Russian Boycotts, Page 17)

US imposes sanctions on
the Russian central bank
By Sylvan Lane
The Hill
The Treasury Department on Monday
banned transactions with the Central Bank
of Russia and the Russian foreign investment
fund, imposing strict financial sanctions on a
Russian economy already in free fall.
The new penalties effectively cut the
Russian central bank from the U.S. dollar
and severely limit Russian President Vladimir Putin’s ability to dampen the blow of
previous sanctions.
U.S. individuals and businesses are now
unable to make any financial transitions with
or on behalf of the Central Bank of the Russian Federation, National Wealth Fund of the
Russian Federation or the Ministry of Finance
of the Russian Federation. The sanctions also
ban any foreign financial firm from sending
U.S. dollars to the Russian central bank,
finance ministry and wealth fund.
The Treasury Department said it would
make exceptions for certain energy-related
payments in a bid to prevent a sharp spike in
global oil and natural gas prices. But U.S. officials said Monday the new penalties would
still push the Russian economy deeper into
a collapse they blame on Putin’s invasion of
Ukraine.
“Our strategy, to put it simply, is to make
sure that the Russian economy goes backwards as long as President Putin decides to
go forward with his invasion of Ukraine,”
said a senior Biden administration official
on a call with reporters.
The U.S. and Western allies announced
Saturday they would target more than $600
billion in reserves held by Russia’s central
bank — which they described as Putin’s war
chest to stave off sanctions. The announcement of pending sanctions alone caused the
ruble to drop more than 30 percent against

the dollar Monday and prompted the Russian
central bank to hike its baseline interest rate.
Freezing Russia’s foreign reserves will
prevent the country bolstering the value of
the ruble by selling the currency of other
nations. As the value of the ruble plummets,
Russians will face severe challenges affording food and other basic necessities. The new
penalties could also limit Russia’s ability to
stabilize major banks after they were cut off
from the global financial system in previous
rounds of sanctions.
“This is a vicious feedback loop that’s triggered by Putin’s own choices and accelerated
by his own aggression. It’s a very raw deal
Putin is giving to the Russian people, as the
world’s disconnects Russia from the global
financial system and all its benefits,” said a
senior Biden administration official.
The central bank sanctions are the latest
and most significant step in an unprecedented campaign to derail the Russian economy
and force Putin to reconsider the domestic
consequences of attacking Ukraine.
Despite initial wariness among European
nations, the U.S. and its allies have largely
locked Russia out of the global financial
system and international commerce with
few exceptions for the energy sector and humanitarian aid. Even Switzerland, which has
historically remained neutral in geopolitical
conflicts, is poised to freeze Russian assets
held in its banks.
While the U.S. has imposed similar sanctions on North Korea, Venezuela and Iran,
there is no precedent for so many countries
imposing such strict penalties on an economy
the size of Russia’s. Economic and financial
experts warn Russia could respond with its
own limits on oil and natural gas exports,
which could cause energy prices to spike after
years of rising energy costs across the world.

Joe Lombardo wants
to take your guns

If you care about your right to carry concealed to protect
yourself and your family, you need to know the truth about
Joe Lombardo and his documented stance on guns. In a
podcast hosted by renowned CCW instructor, Nephi Khaliki,
and activist, model and actress Mindy Robinson, she stated:
—How Joe Lombardo blamed Republicans for the
1 October mass shooting
—How Joe Lombardo used the 1 October tragedy to
power his campaign and help Sisolak get elected
—How Joe Lombardo was the key to turning the state
blue after 30 years of Republican leadership
—Joe’s terrible record on Second Amendment
—Joe’s consistent attempts to sabotage CCW permitting in Clark County
If you are like most every supporter of the Second Amendment and want to see Steve Sisolak removed from office,
you need to know how Joe Lombardo plans to run for governor — simply to ensure Sisolak stays in office.
The more people know, the better our chances of exposing
that plot and removing Sisolak.
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Biden condemns Putin, projects
unity in State of Union address

By Morgan Chalfant
and Brett Samuels
The Hill
President Biden on Tuesday delivered his first State of the Union
address under the cloud of the Russian invasion of Ukraine, projecting
unity among U.S. lawmakers and
allies abroad and calling out Russian President Vladimir Putin.
“Six days ago, Russia’s Vladimir Putin sought to shake the
foundations of the free world
thinking he could make it bend to
his menacing ways. But he badly
miscalculated,” Biden said.
“Putin’s war was premeditated
and unprovoked. He rejected efforts
at diplomacy. He thought the West
and NATO wouldn’t respond. And,
he thought he could divide us here
at home,” Biden said. “Putin was
wrong. We were ready.”
Biden spent the first 10 minutes
of his 62-minute address to Congress speaking about the unfolding
crisis in Europe, before turning to
domestic priorities like addressing
inflation and the COVID-19 pandemic.
He used the address to announce
plans to ban Russian aircraft from
American airspace, joining the European Union and Canada in taking
such a step, and highlighted a move
by the U.S. and 30 countries to release 60 million barrels of oil from
strategic reserves to address energy
price spikes driven by the conflict.
“We stand ready to do more as

necessary, united with our allies,”
Biden said. “I want you to know,
we’re going to be OK.”
“When the history of this era is
written, Putin’s war on Ukraine will
have left Russia weaker and the rest
of the world stronger,” Biden said.
Biden’s rhetoric on Ukraine,
and particularly his recognition of
the Ukrainian ambassador to the
United States sitting next to the first
lady, drew bipartisan applause as he
vowed to remain tough on Putin.
Members of both parties donned
blue and yellow, a nod to the colors
of the Ukrainian flag.
Other parts of the address drew
much more partisan reactions.

When Biden denounced tax
cuts for wealthy Americans passed
during the Trump administration,
Democrats jeered. Republican
applause was sparse as Biden
launched into plans for his domestic
agenda for the coming year, and
some Republicans chanted “Build
that wall” as Biden spoke about
immigration.
The president sought to rebut
Republican criticism in the days
leading up to the address that
Biden had set the economy back,
pointing to record-high inflation
that was hurting consumers and
middle-class families in particular.
Biden touted the 6.5 million in

jobs gains last year and he highlighted the passage of the bipartisan infrastructure law last fall,
announcing plans to start fixing
65,000 miles of highway and 1,500
bridges in need of repair this year
as the law is implemented.
He recognized Intel CEO Pat
Gelsinger, who was a guest of first
lady Jill Biden, to note growing
investments in U.S. manufacturing.
And, seeking to revitalize his
stalled agenda in Congress, Biden
announced a rebrand of his Build
Back Better proposal as his plan
to “Build a better America.” He
reframed his economic plan as a
way to fight inflation, calling on

By Peter Sullivan
The Hill
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) on
Friday significantly eased its mask
recommendations, including for
schools, as part of long-awaited
updated guidance for dealing with
COVID-19.
Under the new guidelines, more
than 70 percent of the U.S. population is in an area with “low” or
“medium” COVID-19 community
level, meaning masks are not recommended for the general public.
In areas with a “high” level —
currently about 30 percent of the
U.S. population — masks would
still be recommended in public
indoor settings, and under the
“medium” level, people at higher
risk are encouraged to talk to their
doctor about wearing a mask.
Masking in schools has been an
area of particularly heated debate.
Under the new guidelines, universal masking in schools is now

only recommended in areas with a
“high” level.
The new guidelines are based
more on preserving hospital capacity than the previous metrics, which
focused on sheer case numbers, a
reflection of a new phase of dealing
with the pandemic as the wave of
omicron infections has declined.
The new guidance comes after
governors across the country, including Democrats, have already
announced the easing of mask
mandates, and as restaurants and
bars even in liberal cities are packed
with people.
“We are in a stronger place as a
nation when it comes to protecting
our communities and ourselves
against severe disease because of
our efforts — like vaccination, improvements in testing, high quality
masks, and improved ventilation
— and because of living with this
virus for two years,” the CDC said.
“The overall risk of severe
disease is now generally lower.

Still, the virus will continue to
circulate in our communities, and
we must prevent COVID-19 from
overwhelming our hospitals and
healthcare systems.”
Still, the virus poses a risk particularly for immunocompromised
and other vulnerable populations.
“There will still be people who
are at higher-risk — or those who
live with people who are at risk —
for COVID-19 who will want to
take extra precautions, regardless
of their own community status,”
the agency said. There is still uncertainty ahead as to whether new
variants of the virus will potentially
evade vaccines to a greater extent.
CDC Director Rochelle Walensky warned that measures may need
to return “should things get worse
in the future.”
The new guidance received
praise from many experts.
“The United States has reached
an important milestone in ongoing
efforts to combat COVID-19,”

said Daniel McQuillen, president
of the Infectious Diseases Society
of America. “As COVID-19 case
rates and hospitalization rates in the
United States continue to decline,
IDSA supports the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention’s
update to its COVID-19 community
guidance.”
Former Food and Drug Administration (FDA) Commissioner Scott
Gottlieb tweeted the guidance was
“well developed” and reflected “rising immunity in [the] population”
and “declining overall risk.”
Given the impact on schools,
the move also got noteworthy
praise from American Federation
of Teachers president Randi Weingarten.

(Continued from Page 16)
indefinite ban on Russia from all
competitions.
“Football is fully united here and
in full solidarity with all the people
affected in Ukraine,” FIFA said,
adding the group hopes “that the
situation in Ukraine will improve
significantly and rapidly so that
football can again be a vector for
unity and peace amongst people.”
The move came after Poland
said it would not face Russia in a
qualifying semifinal match for the
World Cup due to the invasion.
UEFA
The Union of European Football
Associations (UEFA) announced
on Feb. 25 the Champions League
final, the top competition for European clubs, will not take place
in Russia.
Due to the conflict, UEFA decided the final will be played in France
on May 28.
Ukraine and Russia will also
have to play their future home
matches at neutral venues. The
decisions were made “following
the grave escalation of the security
situation in Europe.”
IOC
The Executive Board of the
International Olympic Committee
(IOC) announced Monday their
recommendations against Russia
and Belarus due to the invasion.
Belarus has aided in the invasion
by letting Russia use its country as
a point to invade Ukraine.
The board recommended athletes and officials from the two
countries not be allowed in competitions. The athletes should only be
allowed to participate as a neutral

individual without the flags or anthems of their nation.
It also recommended no sporting
events take place in Russia and
Belarus due to the invasion.
World Taekwondo
and International
Judo Federation
World Taekwondo and the International Judo Federation announced consequences against
Putin due to the invasion.
World Taekwondo took away

Putin’s ninth dan black belt and said
the Russian flag and anthem would
not be allowed at events.
“In this regard, World Taekwondo has decided to withdraw the honorary 9th dan black belt conferred
to Mr. Vladimir Putin in November
2013,” the group said.
The International Judo Federation took away Putin’s title of
honorary president and ambassador
“in light of the ongoing war conflict
in Ukraine.”

CDC eases mask guidance for 70
percent of US, including schools

Private Russian Boycotts

Congress to act to reduce prescription drug costs, cut energy costs
by investing in climate-friendly
technologies, and reduce childcare
costs. “Let’s get this done,” Biden
said. “We all know we got to make
changes.”
Biden also called on the Senate
to confirm his nominees to the Federal Reserve, who have been held
up amid Republican opposition to
some of the picks, noting that much
of the power to address inflation lies
with the Fed.
Biden made a fresh but familiar
appeal for unity, calling on Democrats and Republicans not to see
one another as “enemies” but as
“fellow Americans.” He offered
some agenda items that members
of both parties could work on
together, including fighting the
opioid epidemic and implementing
privacy protections for children on
social media.
Much of his speech echoed the
themes of his addresses to supporters when he travels, calling for
corporations to pay their fair share
of taxes, boosting the middle class,
recalling his Scranton, Pa., roots,
and touting the nation is stronger
when it works together.
“As hard as these times have
been, I am more optimistic about
America today than I have been my
whole life,” Biden said.
Some Democrats have been
pessimistic about their chances
in November, citing historical
trends, inflation and the persistent
COVID-19 pandemic. But Tuesday
marked something of a turning
point in the government’s approach
to the virus.
Masks were not required in the
chamber, and most lawmakers went
maskless in a bid to signal it was
time to turn the page to a new phase
of the pandemic.
“Last year, COVID-19 kept
us apart. This year, we’re finally
together again,” Biden said after
he entered the chamber without a
face covering.
During the address, Biden pointed to widespread vaccinations,
the availability of booster shots
and treatments and more widely
accessible testing as reasons for
optimism that the nation can safely
return to normal.
“We will continue to combat
the virus as we do other diseases.
And because this virus mutates and
spreads, we have to stay on guard,”
Biden said.
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POLITICAL ANALYSIS

The US and NATO failed Ukraine
and enabled Putin’s aggression
By Joseph Bosco
Adolf Hitler’s force of will, backed up by
massive military force, compelled Britain’s
Neville Chamberlain and other European
leaders to bend to his initial demands in the
vain hope that it would satisfy his larger
ambitions.
Four American presidents — two Republicans and two Democrats — have expressed
an odd mix of fear and fascination with
Vladimir Putin since he assumed power as
Russia’s president in 2000. The fixation has
seriously undermined the effectiveness of
Western policy responses to Putin’s aggressive initiatives.
After meeting with him in June 2001,
George W. Bush said, “I looked the man in
the eye. I found him to be very straightforward and trustworthy. We had a very good
dialogue. I was able to get a sense of his soul
— a man deeply committed to his country and
the best interests of his country.”
In April 2005, Putin made a dramatic
statement that indicated both the “sense of his
soul” and how he viewed “the best interests
of his country,” which he clearly defined as
not just Russia but a revived Soviet empire.
In his annual state of the nation address,
he declared that “the demise of the Soviet
Union” — which most of the world had
greeted as a miracle of liberation for hundreds
of millions of people in Russia and Eastern
Europe — was for him “the greatest geopolitical catastrophe of the century.”
Three years later, Putin made clear his
intention to reverse that history, by force if
necessary — just as Vladimir Lenin, Joseph

Stalin and their successors had first imposed
Moscow’s domination and, for 70 years, perpetuated it. In 2008, Putin ordered an invasion
of the independent nation of Georgia, which
was actively pursuing membership in NATO
as several other countries, also former Soviet
republics, successfully had done.
The economic sanctions imposed by the
Bush administration and other Western capitals did not punish Russia nearly enough to
either reverse the occupation of Georgian
territory or deter Putin from preparing his
next invasion.
Despite the penchant for aggression that
Putin already had demonstrated, Barack
Obama went out of his way during the 2012
campaign to ingratiate himself with the Russian leader. Whispering near a microphone
he thought was turned off, he asked Dmitri

Medvedev, Putin’s designated presidential
seat-warmer, to assure Putin that “after my
election, I have more flexibility“ (i.e., could
be more accommodating) toward Putin’s
interests. When Republican nominee Mitt
Romney named Russia as America’s most
immediate national security threat, Obama
and his media allies ridiculed him.
The next year, Obama hosted Putin in
Washington to discuss a range of issues, including the security situation in Syria, ending
with a jocular exchange on their respective
athletic skills (judo vs. basketball).
In 2014, with the Bush sanctions still
ineffective in deterring Putin’s aggressive
instincts, and no new Obama sanctions,
Russia invaded Eastern Ukraine in support of
pro-Russian separatist forces and seized all of
Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula. Both military
operations were executed under the pretext
of protecting Russian-speaking populations,
a revanchist ethnic argument that Hitler used
in the 1930s to justify his conquests of Austria
and the Sudetenland.
The Obama-Biden administration essentially was paralyzed by the twin aggressions
in Ukraine and applied further modest sanctions that Putin easily could endure. As for
international censure, Putin knew it would
have a short half-life and, as a former Soviet
operative, he also knew it was better to be
feared than loved. In his memoir, Obama
wrote, “Putin did, in fact, remind me of the
sorts of men who had once run the Chicago
machine … tough, street-smart, unsentimental characters … who viewed patronage,
bribery, shakedowns, fraud, and occasional

violence as legitimate tools of the trade.”
A fellow gangster type was Bashar al-Assad, Syria’s brutal ruler, whose attacks on
his own people included the use of chemical
weapons. This prompted Obama to state
their further use would cross “a red line“
and to declare that the Assad regime could
not remain in power. But Obama backed
down and, encouraged by Western passivity
on Georgia and Ukraine, Putin intervened,
sending Russian forces to keep Assad entrenched and unscathed. The brazen move
enabled him to reassert a major Russian role
in the Middle East for the first time since the
Nixon administration had ejected the Soviets
in 1972 — one more step in Putin’s plan to
reconstruct the Soviet empire.
Donald Trump imposed additional sanctions on Russia for its ongoing offenses, but
again, not nearly enough to undo Putin’s
new grip in the Mideast, Georgia, Crimea or
Eastern Ukraine. He sent Ukraine the defensive weapons Obama had held up for years,
while trying and failing to pressure Ukraine’s
president, Volodymyr Zelensky, to intervene
politically against the Biden campaign.
Trump frequently expressed his admiration for Putin, consistent with his affinity
for other strongmen. In 2013, he sided with
Putin by criticizing Obama’s reference to
“American exceptionalism. … It’s very insulting and Putin really put it to him about
that.” He also said, “Putin has done a really
great job outsmarting our country.” During
the 2016 campaign, he lashed back at Hillary
Clinton’s labeling him as “Putin’s puppet.”
(See Bosco, Page 19)

Durham probe: What did Hillary
know and when did she know it?
By Oliver L. North and David
Goetsch
Seeing the magnitude of corruption Democrats at the highest levels
of government have demonstrated
over the past year, many Americans have thought, “God help us.”
Perhaps He is. A lot of Americans
have been praying God will purge
our nation of the duplicity and fraud
selected Democrats so blithely perform. The process may be starting.
What could be one of the most
egregious examples of corruption at
the highest levels is being exposed
by an investigation conducted by
Special Counsel John Durham.
To date, the investigation alleges
Hillary Clinton’s 2016 presidential
campaign paid to have computers
at the White House and Trump
Towers hacked in an effort to make
it appear Donald Trump colluded
with Russia to steal the election.
The apparent plan was to create
documents showing Trump had
a secret back channel to Russia’s
Alfa Bank — the supposed “Russian link.” This allegation dogged
Trump throughout his presidency
and fed a mainstream media frenzy
that knew no bounds, ethical or
professional, though they had no
evidence to back up their attacks.
It now appears any Russian
collusion may have been the product not of Trump but of the Clin-

ton campaign. The charges made
against Trump appear to be not only
false but part of an unconscionable
scam perpetrated against a sitting
president and the American people.
Many Americans have long believed Clinton’s Russian-collusion
charges against Trump were questionable, but it appears they were
not just questionable but outright
lies. What the Durham probe seems
to reveal is the corruption suspected
by many is actually worse than was
thought.
Clinton’s response to the allegations has been predictable.
According to the failed presidential
candidate and former secretary
of state, the Durham probe is a

huge right-wing conspiracy being
perpetrated to cover up the legal
problems of Trump. As usual with
Clinton, Trump is the source of all
her problems.
According to Fox News,
Durham’s recent legal finding
claims lawyer Michael Sussmann
“assembled and conveyed the allegations (against Trump) to the FBI
on behalf of at least two clients,
including a technology executive at
a U.S.-based internet company and
the Clinton campaign.” Sussmann
was indicted in 2021 and charged
with concealing information from
the FBI. Will he roll over to protect
himself or take it on the chin for
Clinton?

Durham’s investigation brings to
mind the bestselling book by John
A. Stormer, “None Dare Call It
Treason.” In this 1964 book, Stormer claimed the U.S. was losing the
Cold War because of corruption in
high places. The parallels to the
present are frightening. In 1964, the
U.S. was losing the Cold War. Today, if Durham’s findings pan out,
we appear to be losing our national
soul. If the allegations are true, we
dare call it treason.
You might want to share this
column with friends because they
aren’t likely to hear about “Clintongate” in the mainstream media.
Clinton’s involvement, if any, must
still be determined, but this is not

the case with the media. Left-wing
media outlets were willing, enthusiastic and complicit participants in
this fraudulent scheme to overthrow
an American president. They violated the most basic rules of journalism by peddling a false narrative
without bothering to conduct even
a prima facie investigation of their
own. In the process, they allowed
themselves to become useful fools
in a political scandal that makes
Watergate look like a practical
joke. Now that their false narrative
is falling apart, mainstream media
outlets are running for the hills in
an attempt to cloak their complicity.
In the final analysis, the most
important question Durham can
answer is this: What did Hillary
know and when did she know it?
*****
Oliver L. North is a combat-decorated U.S. Marine, No.1 bestselling author and founder and CEO
of Fidelis Publishing LLC and
Fidelis Media LLC. Find out more
about him at www.olivernorth.com.
David Goetsch is a Marine Corps
veteran, member of the Florida
Veteran’s Hall of Fame, professor of
business, Christian counselor, and
author of 77 books. Find out more
about him at www.david-goetsch.
com. Pre-order their new book,
“We Didn’t Fight for Socialism,” at
Unisonbooks.com or Amazon.com.

The executive, according to
NBC News, is alleged to have given info to Michael Sussmann — a
former Democratic Party attorney
already indicted by Durham — that
Sussmann then gave to the CIA in
2017 alleging that Trump and those
close to him were “using supposedly rare, Russian-made wireless
phones in the vicinity of the White
House and other locations.”
Sussman has pleaded not guilty.
A spokesperson for the tech executive told ABC News he is an
“apolitical Internet security expert”
and denied any wrongdoing.
That’s been the focus of the

mainstream media — the denials,
rather than the accusations themselves.
And that’s when they cover the
story at all.
For the most part, it’s been
silence — which is very different from how the media handled
Durham’s last special counsel
investigation, when he was going
after Bush.
NewsBusters found clips of
now-infamous CNN personality Jeffrey Toobin discussing the
Durham investigation.
“Well, this is a very responsible
prosecutor. He has a terrific record.
He’s not politically answerable…”
he said in January 2008.
Around the same time, thenCNN reporter Ed Henry called
him “a no-nonsense prosecutor”
who “sent several Connecticut state
officials to jail in a mob informant
case.”
And Gloria Borger said Durham
was “going to answer your questions” about the allegations against
the CIA and the Bush administration at the time.
They haven’t been nearly as
positive about him this time around.
In fact, they’ve barely mentioned him — and he certainly

hasn’t been given the breathless
coverage of the Robert Mueller
investigation.
“It shows how totally corrupt
and shameless the media is,” Trump
said in a statement this week. “Can
you imagine if the roles were
reversed and the Republicans, in
particular President Donald Trump,
got caught illegally spying into the
Office of the President? All hell
would break loose and the electric
chair would immediately come out
of retirement.”
Trump’s allies also spoke out in
his defense.
“They were spying on the sitting
president of the United States,”
Rep. Jim Jordan, R-Ohio, said on
Fox News. “And it goes right to the
Clinton campaign.”
But there’s one place it hasn’t
gone — CNN.
That is, until the story becomes
too big to ignore — something
Trump predicted will happen.
“I hear there’s a lot coming,” he
said in an interview this week with
The Epoch Times.
*****
Walter W. Murray is a reporter
for The Horn News. He is an outspoken conservative and a survival
expert.

Awkward! CNN said this in 2008 (Now they’re silent)

By Walter W. Murray
CNN and the rest of the mainstream media have essentially
enforced a strict Blackout on the
latest news about the John Durham
investigation.
But it wasn’t so long ago that
they were some of his biggest
cheerleaders.
One CNN personality declared
Durham “a very responsible prosecutor,” while another hailed him as
a “a no-nonsense prosecutor.”
The difference?
Durham was investigating a
Republican back then, when he was
special counsel in charge of a probe
involving the administration of
former President George W. Bush
and the destruction of C.I.A. tapes
related to its torture program.
Today, Durham is running a very
different investigation.
This one’s against Democrats, as
Durham — once again in a special
counsel role — investigates the
origins of the “Russiagate” fiasco
that led to the wild, unsubstantiated
claims of Russia colluding with
Donald Trump during his 2016
presidential campaign.
Trump has said he was spied on
by those working for Hillary Clinton, the Democrats and even those

connected to the administration of
Barack Obama.
And he was mocked on CNN
and by the rest of the liberal media
over those claims.
But now that the Durham investigation has made what may be
one of its most significant advances
yet, this “very responsible prosecutor” is being either ignored, or
“debunked” if he’s even mentioned
at all.
Durham’s latest court filing accuses a tech executive of exploiting
access to White House data to hunt
for information that could be used
against Trump.
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Wink-and-a-nod nomination: Who
really is Ketanji Brown Jackson?

By Jonathan Turley
For many liberal groups, Ketanji Brown Jackson is a supreme
“deliverable” by President Biden.
Activist groups have pushed her
nomination to the Supreme Court
while opposing the consideration
of fellow short-lister District Judge
J. Michelle Childs. These groups
clearly did not like Childs and her
more moderate take on legal issues.
Yet the interesting question is, what
did they see in Judge Jackson that
made her the preferred choice? It
seems to be widely understood but
barely discussed.
Jackson received a rather unenviable start to her nomination.
Without any real pressure on timing, the White House announced its
selection of the D.C. circuit judge
even as Ukrainians were fighting
street by street for their freedom.
The “now for something completely different“ moment was quickly
overshadowed by images of the
agony abroad.
That decision follows Biden’s
unnecessary, unprecedented pledge
to consider only Black females
for a vacancy on the court — the
very type of threshold criteria that
the court has declared unconstitutional or unlawful for schools or
businesses. (Jackson herself previously rejected Biden’s premise for
imposing his threshold racial and
gender exclusion, stating during
her appellate confirmation hearing
that “I don’t think that race plays a
role in the kind of judge that I have
been and would be.”)
With a sterling academic and
professional resume, she deserved
a much better framing and timing
for her nomination.
Jackson always has been the
front-runner in this process. Activist groups such as Demand Justice,
which has led efforts to pack the
court and to hound Justice Stephen
Breyer into retiring, pushed her
nomination while opposing Judge
Childs, whom they considered too
moderate and tough on crime. This
concerted opposition campaign,
which included the Our Revolution

Bosco

(Continued from Page 18)
Her accusation of Trump campaign
“collusion” with Russia was eventually debunked by an independent
investigation, though Trump’s
constant praise for Putin allowed
such accusations to gain traction.
His meeting with Putin in Helsinki
in 2018 without aides or a readout
also aroused suspicion.
By the time Joe Biden took office, it could not have been clearer
that Putin was embarked on a
course of conduct deeply inimical
to U.S. and Western interests and
values. Yet, Biden described him as
a “worthy adversary,” saying, “He’s
bright, he’s tough.” Yet another
American president intimidated
by the Russian leader, unable to
call out his transgressions without
tempering the criticism with compliments.
Biden’s initial responses to
the latest Russian threat against
Ukraine were clearly ineffective
in deterring Putin. On the contrary,
they played into his hands: gratuitously taking U.S. and NATO
military intervention completely
off the table, holding economic
sanctions in abeyance until after the
war started, making the severity of
sanctions subject to the will of NATO’s lowest common denominator.
But the original fatal flaw in
Western strategy — if it can be
called a strategy — was the constant obeisance to the wishes of the
“bright, tough” Russian dictator by
deferring indefinitely the application of Georgia and Ukraine to join
NATO, all the while professing to
hold an “open door.” After all, Putin
must not be “provoked.” Failing to
arm those democracies properly
added tragic injury to timorous
insult.
*****
Joseph Bosco served as China
country director for the secretary
of Defense from 2005 to 2006 and
as Asia-Pacific director of humanitarian assistance and disaster
relief from 2009 to 2010. He is a
nonresident fellow at the Institute
for Corean-American Studies and
a member of the advisory board of
the Global Taiwan Institute. Follow
him on Twitter @BoscoJosephA.

group aligned with Sen. Bernie
Sanders (I-Vt.), painted Childs as
anti-union and pro-employer too.
While these advocates and others all agreed that Jackson was the
best choice, they have not explained
clearly why. NBC News declared
that “Jackson fits well with the
Democratic Party and the progressive movement’s agenda.” Yet the
confirmation process is designed
to guarantee that we do not have
wink-and-a-nod nominations where
agendas are to be fulfilled but not
discussed.
Jackson has an extremely limited written record to review —
something considered an advantage
for a nominee. Most of her district
court opinions are not very illustrative of her views or approach to the
law. She did write several very long
opinions as a district court judge but
has only one published opinion as
an appellate judge. That opinion,
a win for unions against a federal
agency, was released roughly 24
hours before her nomination. She
has remarkably little else written
beyond these limited opinions.
Liberals want a justice who is
willing to expand the meaning of

the Constitution without constitutional amendments. President
Biden stressed that his nominee
must follow a “living constitution”
approach, including a broad view
of “unenumerated rights.” When
asked if she supported such an
approach, Childs answered “no.”
Jackson, in contrast, has been far
more obscure and conflicted in her
response.
When she was nominated for
the district court, Jackson answered
“no” to that question. However,
when nominated for the appellate
court (and widely discussed as a
future Supreme Court nominee),
she became more evasive and,
frankly, baffling in her answer:
She told the Senate that she simply
did not have experience with such
interpretations as a judge.
It was a bizarre response since
the question concerned her judicial
philosophy. After all, Jackson has a
distinguished academic background
and a long career in legal practice.
She is clearly familiar with this core
concept of liberal constitutional
interpretation. (Her answer reminded some of us of when Justice
Clarence Thomas testified that he

really had not thought much about
Roe v. Wade.)
Her answer also made little
sense since she had no difficulty
responding to the question in her
prior confirmation. When again
pressed on the issue, Jackson’s
position became unintelligible. She
told the Senate that she is “bound
by the methods of constitutional interpretation that the Supreme Court
has adopted, and I have a duty not
to opine on the Supreme Court’s
chosen methodology or suggest
that I would undertake to interpret
the text of the Constitution in any
manner other than as the Supreme
Court has directed.”
That answer was mystifying.
She is bound to follow the precedents of the Supreme Court —
but she is allowed to have her
own philosophy on constitutional
interpretation, and other judges
have answered the same question.
Indeed, past nominees have gone
into some detail on their approaches to interpreting the Constitution
while avoiding how they would rule
on particular cases. Justice Amy
Coney Barrett not only refuted the
premise of the living constitution
theory but expressly embraced an
originalist interpretative approach.
What is known is that Jackson
has faced pushback for exceeding
her constitutionally or statutorily
defined role in cases.
For example, in 2019, she wrote
a lengthy opinion in Make the Road
New York v. McAleenan in favor
of immigration groups challenging the Department of Homeland
Security’s expansion of the expedited-removal process to the statutory
limit. Jackson surprisingly ruled
that she had authority to enjoin the
policy despite a federal law stating
the question was left to the “sole
and unreviewable discretion” of the

agency. The D.C. Circuit reversed
Judge Jackson as exercising considerable judicial overreach. The
lone judge in dissent did not find in
Jackson’s favor but instead cited her
for a different error in exercising
jurisdiction over the challenge.
Judge Jackson also was accused
of judicial overreach in American
Federation of Government Employees v. Trump in 2018, when she
stopped the Trump administration
from implementing provisions limiting the ability of federal workers’
unions to collectively bargain. Noting that Jackson was a prospective
choice for the Supreme Court, The
Washington Post heralded the ruling as a major victory for unions.
However, a unanimous ruling by
the D.C. Circuit held that Jackson
lacked jurisdiction to decide the
case because the statute clearly
mandates such challenges must be
brought first in the agency process
and that judicial review is then
available in the courts of appeals.
Those reversals evidence a more
fluid approach to statutory interpretation that even more liberal judges
found to be beyond the pale.
While confirmation hearings
often are reduced to little more than
political kabuki theatre, Jackson’s
hearing will be far more important
because of the lack of information
about her views on key issues. She
has a fraction of the written record
of nominees such as Barrett or Justice Neil Gorsuch. In the end, Judge
Jackson is likely to be confirmed.
But her confirmation should be
based on advice and consent, not a
wink and a nod.
*****
Jonathan Turley is the Shapiro
Professor of Public Interest Law at
George Washington University. You
can find his updates on Twitter @
JonathanTurley.
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A government big enough to give you everything you want, is strong enough to take everything you have. — Thomas Jefferson

Our Point of View

What we have already
lost in Ukraine

Guest editorial by Paul W. Kahn
By the time this appears, many Ukrainians will have
lost their lives; many more will have lost their homes.
Theirs is the most profound tragedy, and they deserve
our support.
Many others, far from Ukraine, will bear the costs of
Putin’s misadventure: oil prices will rise; so too other
commodities, including wheat. The global agenda to address climate change and the pandemic will be seriously
set back. Siberia will burn, but it will not be alone.
These are tangible costs that will produce endless
human suffering. Yet there is more. Putin has released
a 20th century virus into the 21st century. Europe is at
war again, and we have little idea of where this will lead
or how far it will go. Putin’s threats have already gone
nuclear. If we are not yet done with European war, we
must reckon with a profound loss of hope that we had put
the 20th century behind us.
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine loudly announces an end
to a global order of international law. That order was
stillborn with the creation of the United Nations at the
end of World War II; it was miraculously resurrected at
the end of the Cold War.
There were two pillars to this new world order. The first
was a prohibition on the use of force by one state against
another. This was the very meaning of the United Nations. Borders were to be respected. No state could send
its armies into another with the ambition of territorial or
regime change. When disagreements between states arose,
they were to be worked out without the threat of violence.
The second was a requirement that every government
treat its own citizens with dignity and respect. The terms
of this commitment were set forth in a series of Declarations and Treaties on human rights, including an absolute
prohibition on genocide. The first pillar guaranteed a
space for national development; the second set limits on
domestic politics. States had a right to be self-determining, but they had no right to abuse their own citizens.
This was the fundamental vision of international law
for the last two generations. It was always more vision
than reality. No one thought we lived in a world in which
the principles were always followed. Difficult cases arose
when the principles were in conflict. Should nations intervene against others when they engaged in genocide?
Nevertheless, the twin norms were endlessly invoked
as a measure of policy, of what can and should be done.
States generally believed they had to justify their actions
when others accused them of violating the norms.
Some of these justifications strained credulity — for
example, the claim that a threat of weapons of mass destruction justified the American invasion of Iraq and the
Chinese claim that their Uyghur internment camps are
re-education centers. Hypocrisy can be the tribute vice
pays to virtue. At some point, however, hypocrisy undermines norms. We have reached that point with Putin’s
claim that his invasion is justified by Ukrainian genocide
against ethnic Russians.
The two pillars of the international legal order are now
gone. The invasion of Ukraine is not different in kind from
Hitler’s invasion of Poland. Putin’s answer to those who
object is to threaten their destruction.
The foundation of the United Nations collapsed on
Wednesday, as the Russian invasion went forward while
the Security Council was meeting. The second pillar —
human rights — collapsed some time ago in Xinjiang,
when Xi set out to destroy the Uyghurs. Two of the three
great powers in the world have now clearly rejected the
idea that they are accountable to an international legal
order. They will do what they want, meaning they will
do what they can get away with.
Even were the United States committed to a global legal
order, there cannot be law for some and not for others.
We no longer live in a world in which that vision makes
any sense. Our world remains that of the 20th century,
as figures like Putin and Xi take their place alongside of
Stalin and Mao.
A world that is worried about conflict between states
is not one that will address climate change. It will not
address global poverty or disease. It will, instead, invest
in weapons and national defense. Governments will not
advance human rights but will instead quash dissent. The
20th century was a terrible time. To be condemned to
repeat it is a terrible loss for all of us.
*****
Paul W. Kahn is Robert W. Winner Professor of Law
and the Humanities and director of the Orville H. Schell,
Jr. Center for International Human Rights at Yale Law
School.

People who know nothing
about anything are frustrating

By Perly Viasmensky
I always wonder why people have the tendency to
believe that those who speak with an accent also think
with an accent.
They encounter other people that have a big mouth,
and they believe they are an encyclopedia of knowledge when in reality they know nothing about anything.
In the State of Florida many people have the practice
of having the funeral service in one room of the funeral
home and the celebration of life in another. Everything
under the eyes of the funeral director; That is what is
called “complete services.”
Personally, I spent 10 years of my life working as a
funeral director and all of a sudden, I have no knowledge about anything. I just realized that I must have
spent 10 years of my life scratching my head without
learning a thing.
*****
What kind of anxiety could
a person in a coma have?
Another thing... all those people working for call
centers. A couple of days ago I received a call from
one of those call centers claiming I was on a recorded

line and they wanted to discuss the “importance” of
the vaccine with me. The poor woman. I say the poor
woman because I know she was just reading the script
placed in front of her.
I told her, “Stop reading and listen to me! I don’t
need to hear anything about the vaccine. This is
nothing but a mental delusion of “Provider” Anthony
Fauci-Hitler. I hope you don’t expect me to call him a
scientist because to me he is nothing but a money-hungry “provider.”
I wonder how they have the audacity to try to
brainwash people.
I happen to know several people that had the two
shots and the two boosters and still got COVID. How
can anyone explain that? Please!!! Many of those
people who had the vaccine were really, really sick
after receiving the vaccine — they had fever, vomiting,
diarrhea, and all the symptoms of the COVID virus.
Another friend of mine had the flu, was vaccinated;
then got COVID, was vaccinated again; and to complete the whole nine yards he now has the Spanish flu.
Who is trying to eliminate the human race??? Inquiring
(See Viasmensky, Page 25)

ON A PERSONAL NOTE

When it comes our turn to go
By Maramis
While passing away — that is,
moving on from this life to the next
— has always been something we
must all go through, it seems that
relatively few people actually prepare
for that significant event. It seems that
such an event can either be ignored
until a much later time, or entirely
ignored, as if it weren’t going to
happen to them.
I suppose our usual rituals surrounding death contribute to that
mindset. And it shouldn’t surprise MaraMiS
any of us. We cry. We write eulogies. We plan and
hold funerals. We talk about the deceased as though we
might never see them again. We look at them in their
caskets and cry some more, wondering if we will ever
see them again.
We sit quietly in our seats, whether in a church, a
synagogue, some remote quiet place, or even at home,
alone. We sit and cry, try to distract ourselves with the
TV, or fidget over some unimportant thing — anything
to take our mind off the reality of what we know actually happened.
We grew up hearing about people who died; old
people we didn’t know; athletes or sports’ figures who
played a little too hard in their field or as we came to

see them on the large or small screen,
maybe some we even admired and
strove to emulate in some way; and
of course, some people we did know
— one parent or another of one of
our friends, an elderly aunt or uncle
or grandparent, or even a neighbor
down the street.
We could hardly escape seeing
death all around us as a child, and
surely people didn’t stop dying when
we got older. Maybe we just got more
used to it, until someone we loved
Choufani very much died. But we had to know
that people close to us would die too.
At some point in time we probably came to the
realization—or maybe just the realization that there
was a good possibility—that there was a lot more to
this reality of dying than we previously thought. We
might have presumed that there would be an afterlife
in which we’d see our loved ones again, but we didn’t
give it the thought that it deserved, and probably just
felt about it as many others do: we die, we either go
to heaven or hell (if we believe in them)—and we
end up in the same place as our loved ones (hopefully
heaven), then we’ll simply have a continuation of our
relationship in a way that amounts to “happily ever
(See Maramis, Page 25)

By Joe Concha
It is the most underreported story in the United
States right now. Opioid overdoses, largely driven
by fentanyl, are killing more Americans between the
ages of 18 and 45 than anything else in this country,
according to the latest data from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).
More than COVID-19. More than suicide. More
than cancer. More than car accidents.
But while COVID has been front-page news for the
past two years, the exploding opioid crisis driven by
fentanyl has received scant attention. How can that be?
Here you have a drug that killed more than 100,000
people in 2021 alone, and it’s as if it isn’t happening.
The trends are disastrous: Per the Drug Enforcement Administration: ”[O]verdose deaths involving
synthetic opioids (primarily illicitly manufactured
fentanyl) rose 55.6 percent [last Fiscal Year] and appear
to be the primary driver of the increase in total drug
overdose deaths.”
To that end, we’re looking at more than 150,000
American overdose deaths in 2022 — enough to fill
Madison Square Garden more than seven times over.

The Biden administration and lawmakers don’t
seem to be addressing the issue in any meaningful way.
In 2022, there’s been too much talk about building back
better and federalizing voting rights. Because why
outline a fentanyl and drug overdose strategy when
“voting rights” and democracy are in peril and will
die unless the filibuster is blown up?
President Biden has almost never spoken publicly
about this crisis, nor has Vice President Harris. Back
in November, the president issued a generic statement
that barely generated any press coverage.
“We are strengthening prevention, promoting harm
reduction, expanding treatment, and supporting people
in recovery, as well as reducing the supply of harmful
substances in our communities. And we won’t let up,”
the statement reads.
But never judge any president or Congress on
words. Look at deeds and actions instead. And in this
case, Congress earmarked nearly $4 billion to address
mental health and substance use disorder programs.
Looks good on paper, right? Until you consider that
trillions upon trillions have been spent in addressing
(See Concha, Page 22)

Biden, media apathetic as Americans
are needlessly dying from this killer

View Points
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Sam Peters, tighty-whities in a
twist, throws shade on Annie Black
By Chuck Muth
Right after the first of the year,
one of my former clients, Nevada
Assemblywoman Annie Black
(pictured on right after robbing
Steve Sisolak’s old telemarketing
boiler room), threw her MAGA hat
into the 4th Congressional District
primary ring.
A game-changer. She’s clearly
the strongest possible GOP candidate in the field.
But one of the other candidates,
Sam Peters — who wrongly assumed the nomination was his for
the taking before she got in — has
come unglued and is now flailing away at Annie with reckless
abandon.
In a fundraising email sent out
on Saturday titled “She’s No Annie
Oakley,” Peters grumbled about
Annie being added last week to
the NRCC’s (National Republican
Congressional Committee) “On the
Radar” list.
That’s the “Young Guns” list of
GOP candidates who are “running
in competitive congressional seats”
and “have met the minimum threshold for campaign organization and

By Mace Yampolsky
Remember the good ol’ days.
Gas was cheap, housing affordable,
and there was no inflation.
Speaking of retro, I saw Billy
Joel on Saturday. It was a no-brainer. The piano man was fantastic. He
played for two and a half hours. He
played many of his hits and some
of what he called “album filler.” I
knew them all. He couldn’t play all
his songs or we would have been
there for at least 24 hrs.
He has greatly influenced my
piano and harmonica playing since
Piano Man came out in the ‘70s
He made some jokes about being
old. He doesn’t move well, but he
can still sing and play. He sounds
just like the record (I know there are
no records any more). I don’t know
how long he will still be touring so
I’m glad I saw him again.
For nearly two-and-a-half hours
at Allegiant Stadium, piano man
Billy Joel reminded us what it is
that keeps us coming back. Although he hasn’t released an album
of new, original material in quite
some time, his drawing power is as

CHUCK MUTH
show potential to achieve greater
status in the program as the cycle
progresses.”
April Becker — running for
Nevada’s 3rd Congressional District — was also added to the list.
In his email, Peters claims he
was cleaning his guns and checking
in with Ted Nugent (fact check,
please) when he “heard the news
that establishment RINOs endorsed
Annie Black as a candidate in their
Young Guns program.”
”Isn’t that special,” he belly-

ached. “Deceitful RINOs just love
banding together and misleading
Americans.”
Sounds like somebody got
his widdle feelings hurt at being
passed over.
And anyone trying to claim Annie Black is a “RINO” (Republican
in Name Only) is the one trying to
mislead people. She’s not just the
opposite of a RINO, she’s a RINO
hunter. Took out a RINO incumbent
in the Republican primary in 2020.
“Just look at these ridiculous
tweets from Black earlier this
month,” Peters droned on.
And what was it about those
“ridiculous tweets” that got Sam’s
tighty-whities in a twist?
“Clearly, she’s coordinating
a show. First stating she spends
‘more time on the road in Nevada
and less in DC’ and not even 24
hours later takes a photo with a
cab driver while in DC. Malarkey!”
”Malarkey.” Channeling Joe
Biden. How cute.
Look, if Peters is gonna talk
about “misleading” people, the first
thing is the fact that Annie wasn’t
talking about herself spending more

time in Nevada than DC. She was
criticizing resident swamp-dweller
and Democrat incumbent Rep. Steven Horsford.
Secondly, Peters is apparently unaware of this thing called
“airplanes” that can whisk you
cross-country from Nevada to DC
in far less than “24 hours.”

Thirdly, Peters considers it “ridiculous” for Annie to be sharing
with voters the story of her Uber
driver — not a “cab driver” (Peters
might not know the difference) —
who is an immigrant from Nepal
who supported Donald Trump for
president.
(See Muth, Page 22)

MACe YAMPolSKY
strong as ever and his spectacular
performance this past Saturday
night proved that he still has it!
He took his place at a grand piano
situated atop a revolving pedestal
at center stage alongside a superb
band. He paraded through a variety
of hit singles, more lesser-known
cuts (played for the diehards, no
doubt) and then came another barrage of hits, a whole lot of them in
a row that got a feverish response
from the now revved-up crowd. He

even did Procol Harum’s Whiter
Shade of Pale and played Tush by
ZZ Top.
He ended the show with a spirited, crowd-pleasing sing-along version of Piano Man. He then played
five songs for the encore including,
“We didn’t start the Fire,” and “You
May Be Right,” and ended the long
night with the classic “It’s Still
Rock and Roll to me.” He worked
the crowd and gave us every bit of

our money’s worth throughout the
memorable night.
So it was a pretty good crowd
for a Saturday, and everyone had a
smile because we knew that it was
Billy Joel we were coming to see to
forget about life for a while... and
everyone left feeling all right.
Speaking of Polar bears, did
you know their fur is clear? It’s the
reflection of the snow that makes
them White.

Do you know what you call it
when a bear at the South Pole has
rectal problems? Polar ‘roids!
*****
For more information regarding
Nevada laws, or if you feel your
rights have been violated, please
call Mace Yampolsky & Associates.
Call or text us at (702) 385-9777.
We are available 24/7 for emergencies. If you need help, CALL NOW
before it is too late. We can help!

Sunday was National retro day, no-brainer
day, and international polar bear day

‘Fair Schedule’ laws fail to deliver for full-time workers
By Aaron Yelowitz
Since the start of the pandemic, elected
officials have required a lot of flexibility
from restaurants and other small businesses.
From shutdowns and capacity limits to
mask and vaccine requirements, officials
changed policies at the drop of a hat, often
leaving management little time to figure it
all out. But they managed to make it work
— in large part because of the flexibility and
determination of their staff.
But in some states and municipalities, the
very flexibility that allowed restaurants and
other stores to ride the pandemic’s waves
is under attack by advocates for predictive
scheduling mandates.
Sometimes referred to as “fair scheduling
laws,” predictive scheduling mandates forbid
employers from adjusting an employee’s
schedule within a set time (often as early as
two weeks) ahead of the assigned shift. If
they do adjust the schedule, they must pay
additional wages for canceled or reduced
shifts or face other financial penalties.
Advocates for predictive scheduling claim
the policy helps workers balance childcare,
school, and other commitments while encouraging an increase in full-time employment
from employers.
But data from my latest study at the
University of Kentucky shows that predictive scheduling mandates on the books in
San Francisco, New York City, Seattle, and
Oregon failed to deliver on the promises
of increased full-time employment leaving
workers with fewer hours and less money in
their pockets.
The main problem with predictive scheduling is that few businesses in the hospitality

industry have predictable staffing needs.
Demand can shift without advanced notice,
especially during the days of COVID-19.
A sports bar can plan for a big crowd
during the NFL game on Thursday night only
for that game to be postponed until Tuesday
due to an outbreak for one of the teams.
Scheduled staff can also test positive and be
unable to work their scheduled shifts.
Predictive scheduling laws do not allow
for adjustments when these unexpected slowdowns or staff shortages occur.
In turn, employers must rely on gut
instinct to schedule their staff. And, more
often than not, their gut tells them not to risk
over-staffing.
This reality leaves workers with fewer
shifts and smaller paychecks. Advocates for
predictive scheduling claimed that it would

lead to more workers landing full-time schedules with regular shifts, but instead, it resulted
in more workers losing shifts and falling from
full-time employment to part-time.
My latest study found that workers under
predictive scheduling mandates saw their
likelihood of part-time work increase by 9.2
percentage points. The data show two-thirds
of this shift is caused by an involuntary reduction to part-time work — not employees
reducing their own hours due to external
factors. They planned to work more hours;
those hours just weren’t scheduled.
Advocates promise better conditions, but
workers are left with fewer shifts and more
financial stress. One affected employee explained a statewide proposal in Washington
based on Seattle’s so-called “Secure Scheduling Ordinance” would actually reduce her

chances at making extra money by limiting
her ability to work events and parties outside
her pre-set work hours. Employees in San
Francisco decried the law’s restriction on
allowing them to change their own schedules
by picking up last-minute shifts.
This new evidence supports a longer
history of the adverse effects of predictive
scheduling mandates. A joint study I conducted with researchers at Carnegie Mellon
found San Francisco businesses affected by
the scheduling law implemented restrictions
on employees’ ability to change their own
schedules, offered fewer part-time jobs and
jobs across the board, and scheduled fewer
employees per shift. Conducting the same
study for Washington, D.C. found a proposed
scheduling law would force more than half of
affected employers to offer fewer part-time
jobs and fewer jobs across the board.
Predictive scheduling is not benefiting
workers in regions where it is already law. Yet
other states are considering similar mandates:
a fair workweek bill died in the Connecticut
state House last year. Other states including
California and Illinois, as well as the cities
of Los Angeles and Boston have weighed
potential predictive scheduling laws.
Fair schedule laws fail workers. We
cannot change the unpredictable nature of
some industries by force of will — no matter
how much predictive scheduling advocates
pretend that is the case. Until policymakers
realize this, workers will continue to face
fewer shifts and less flexibility.
*****
Aaron Yelowitz is an economics professor
at the University of Kentucky and a senior
fellow at the Cato Institute.
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Can democracy be improved?
By José Azel
Most of us are happy to live in
a democracy. However, we may
think that our democracy does not
represent us or does not work. So
could democracy be improved?
The “Iron Law of Oligarchy“ is
a political theory developed by the
German sociologist Robert Michels
to explain how complex organizations, regardless of how democratic
they started out, inevitably evolve
into oligarchies. Representative
democracies are degraded into
regulatory elites as a result of this
“iron law.”
According to Michels, the tactical and technical needs of organizations require that they be directed
by a caste of leaders. These castes
of leaders end up dominating the
power structure of the organization.
Representative democracies cannot
avoid being governed by elites.
We have come to believe that
electing representatives by popular
vote is sacrosanct to governing
democratically, but several exciting
ideas propose reimagining democracy by replacing the traditional
voting process. An interesting
proposal for a future democracy is
to select by “lots.”
“Sorteo,” “assignment” or “lottery” is a democratic form of selection where the representatives of the
Government are chosen at random.
This concept of randomly selecting
from a larger pool of candidates has
a distinguished lineage that began
in Athenian democracy (507-232

José Azel
BC), Venice (1697-1797), Florence
(1328-1434 and 1494-1512), and
Switzerland. (1640-1837).
Modern examples are found
mostly in jury selection, where
potential members are chosen at
random from a qualified population
and are then scrutinized to determine their abilities and impartiality
(voir dire). Random selections have
also been used to create citizen
assemblies to advise on political
proposals.
Lottery is more democratic
than elections because a randomly
selected sample more accurately
reflects the composition of the population on personal characteristics,
political preferences, and economic
circumstances. Consequently, the
legislation of a randomly selected
parliament is more likely to reflect
the views of the population as a
whole.

Sorting is a less corrupt selection
process because it is not easily
manipulated by money, power, or
status. The Athenians considered
elections aristocratic and corrupt.
As Aristotle expressed: “Public
officials selected by lottery are
democratic; and oligarchic when
they are chosen by elections.”
Modern proponents of the lottery also point to the phenomenon
of cognitive diversity. Studies show
that cognitive diversity is more
important to developing successful
ideas than the skill level of a group.
Simply put, randomly selected
people of average intelligence often
accomplish more than a group of
the most talented problem solvers.
Most of the elected legislatures
show diverse leanings on race, religion, gender, etc. Under a broad
citizen lottery scheme for public
office, ordinary people would not
have to compete against powerful
adversaries favored by socioeconomic or political advantages. Lottery is inherently more egalitarian
than elections and offers all citizens
an equal opportunity to serve in
public office. It overcomes social
inclinations and the problem of
overrepresentation in elections of
the most politically active groups.
Under most electoral systems,
elected officials rely on political
parties to win office and tend to cast
their votes along party lines. His
loyalty is divided between his party
and his personal criteria. An official
selected by lot does not have to

thank anyone for his or her position.
He is loyal to his conscience alone.
Of course, before a random
selection, the pool of candidates
must be defined. Many methods have been proposed to select
from the entire population or from
subgroups defined by education,
experience, testing, etc. Modern
computer technologies make such
scoring systems possible, making
the draw technically feasible. If
those computer systems had been
around when the Founding Fathers
designed our democracy, I suspect
that Thomas Jefferson would have
defended the lottery.
Democracy progressed when we
abandoned the notion that kings had
been anointed by God. Similarly,
the lottery is a modernization of

ON THE HOLMES FRONT

democracy that we find uncomfortable because it requires rethinking
the concept of voting. But let’s
remember that we use lots to select
jurors with powers to decide on life
or death. And, in addition, the lottery implies an extremely attractive
feature: it does not need politicians.
What do you think?
*****
José Azel left Cuba in 1961 as a
13 year-old political exile in what
has been dubbed Operation Pedro
Pan — the largest unaccompanied
child refugee movement in the history of the Western Hemisphere.
He is currently dedicated to the indepth analyses of Cuba’s economic,
social and political state, with a
keen interest in post-Castro-Cuba
strategies.

Nancy Pelosi’s favorite (controversial) ally is in trouble
By Frank Holmes
Nancy Pelosi, Chuck Schumer, and the
entire Democratic Party establishment have
spent years receiving its marching orders
from its leftist base — but now, one of its top
allies is in hot water.
For the last two years, Pelosi and the party
bowed down to an extremist organization
that hid its Marxism under the label Black
Lives Matter. At times, Democratic officials
literally knelt down when they thought about
the BLM.
A lot of Americans were too smart to
follow. Some even warned Pelosi against
following the party fringe too closely. After
all, one of the group’s three co-founders,
Patrisse Cullors, admitted in 2015, “We are
trained Marxists.”
Pelosi didn’t listen, and huge liberal corporations donated a massive amount of cash
to BLM’s coffers.
But now questions are swirling, pressure
is mounting, and investigations are closing
in on Pelosi’s pals at the BLM. The reason is
simple: BLM reportedly took in $90 million
in donations. BLM claimed to have about $60
million left last year — and no one can tell
who’s accountable for it.
The group hasn’t had a clear leader since
Cullors resigned last year after it became
known that she had spent millions of dollars
buying homes on both coasts.
She named two replacements, but late
last year one of them announced that the
BLM board wouldn’t let them take their
seats because they couldn’t agree on terms…

(Continued from Page 21)
Democrats might find that “ridiculous”
- but a Republican claiming to be a Trump
supporter?
Peters continued with his hissy fit…
“Fortunately, America First voters are
more savvy than ever when it comes to
determining who will walk the talk beyond
campaign season.”
Now here’s the thing…
Yes, there are a lot of candidates who talk
the talk on the campaign trail who don’t walk

Muth

Concha

(Continued from Page 20)
all things COVID.
In a world where the U.S. spent nearly $7
trillion in 2021, $4 billion ain’t much.
And for the president to say the administration is “reducing the supply of harmful substances in our communities,” his
speechwriters fail to mention how record
amounts of fentanyl entered the country in
2021 through the seemingly wide-open U.S.
Southern border that also saw more than 2.2
million migrants enter the country illegally.
How many is 2.2 million? It’s three times the
population of Boston.
So how bad is this crisis?
Per U.S. Customs and Border Protection
(CBP), there was a 1,066 percent increase in
fentanyl seized compared to last year. Not 10
percent or 100 percent but more than 1,000
percent.
And that’s what was seized. Given that
“fewer than five percent of vehicles are typically screened by CBP with the powerful
high-energy scanners that can peer deep
inside cargo loads to detect anomalies — odd
patterns or suspicious densities that could be

including the “scope” of their authority. That
probably includes arguments about whether
the other board members would let them
oversee those tens of millions of dollars.
That announcement raised more questions
than it answered.
Who’s running BLM? It’s a mystery.
What happened to the money? Nobody
knows.
Who’s going to step up and answer these
questions? No one has volunteered so far.

The corruption is so deep that even the
Left’s supporters in Big Business, Big Tech,
and corporate culture have started cutting ties
with them to save their necks.
Amazon is so deep inside the Left’s bubble
that it has banned conservative books and
authors, and it’s 100 percent on board with
BLM… but even Amazon had to kick the
global group off its charity list.
AmazonSmile said it “had to temporarily
suspend” the BLM’s parent group, Black
Lives Matter Global Network Foundation,
from raising money, because it won’t disclose
what happened to all the cash it’s received
so far.
“States have rules for nonprofits, and
organizations participating in AmazonSmile
need to meet those rules,” a spokesperson told
the New York Post newspaper. ”Unfortunately
this organization fell out of compliance with
the rules in several states, so we’ve had to
temporarily suspend them from the program
until they come into compliance.”
“Fell out of compliance”? To the outsider, it looks like this BLM parent group just
swallowed up the donations and left without
leaving a forwarding address.
Is it BLM or FBN — fly by night?
That’s a huge blow. AmazonSmile raised
upwards of $300 million for actual charities
over the years…including an untold pile of
cold, hard cash for BLM. Losing that is a big
blow…but it’s not the only one.
States as liberal as Washington and California have banned the BLM from fundraising until its leaders finally start following

the law.
The group got hit from so many sides that
it erased the huge “donate” button from its
website.
“We have immediately engaged compliance counsel to address any issues related to
state fundraising compliance,” an anonymous
member of the BLM team told the media.
“In the interim, we have shut down online
fundraising as we work quickly to ensure we
are meeting all compliance requirements.”
But how eager is the multimillion-dollar group to set the record straight when
it changed the way it makes its financial
reports, so it doesn’t have to tell the IRS
what happened to its millions for another
three months?
Is the BLM trying to get to the bottom
of its actions, which give the appearance of
financial impropriety?
Is the BLM cooking the books?
Is the BLM asking Democrats to back off
long enough for it to get its story straight?
We don’t know — but the BLM organization and its enablers owe a better answer
to the corporations and individuals who innocently gave money because they had been
shocked by the violent death of George Floyd
in May 2020. If Republicans retake Congress
in the midterms, they should be sure the
American people get that answer.
*****
Frank Holmes is a veteran journalist and
an outspoken conservative who talks about
the news that was in his weekly article, “On
The Holmes Front.”

the walk after elected.
But say whatever else you want about
Annie Black, she definitely walked the walk
last year in Carson City! She served in office
EXACTLY as she said she would and drove
the Dems (and RINOs) bonkers.
Can Peters say the same thing?
Well, um, no. Because he’s never been
elected.
So all he’s doing is talking the talk while
attacking a proven constitutional conservative who clearly walked the walk in office.

I understand why Peters is pouting. He
thought he had the nomination sewn up —
just like RINO incumbent Assemblyman
Chris Edwards, who Annie took out in 2020.
But what Peters should have done — and
there’s still time to do — is follow the selfless
example of Tony Lane, another candidate
in the race who recognized that Black was
stronger, stepped aside once she announced,
and threw his support behind her.
Sadly, I’m guessing Sam’s big ego won’t
allow him to do the right thing.

He can continue to whine and tell whoppers about Annie all he wants. But Republican voters know a poser when they see
one. Which means Sam’s gonna be crying in
his beer on election night — just like Chris
Edwards.
No, she’s no Annie Oakley. She’s better.
She’s Annie Black. Bet on Black.
*****
Chuck Muth is president of Citizen Outreach, publisher of Nevada News & Views
and blogs at MuthsTruths.com

that he’s “been there before” and guesses
“he should go down” before blaming a busy
schedule for not doing so.
“I’ve been there before and I haven’t — I
mean, I know it well. I guess I should go
down. But the whole point of it is I haven’t

had a whole hell of a lot of time to get down,”
he told Anderson Cooper.
Well, for starters, Biden has never been to
the border before despite being a lawmaker
for 50 years. He drove by it briefly once in
2008 on his way from a Texas airport to a
campaign rally located one hour from said
border in New Mexico. As for visiting as
president, that’s unlikely to happen because
there’s no political upside for doing so.
Speaking of polling, Biden-Harris are at
33 percent approval on immigration, according to the RealClearPolitics average of major
polls. When isolating their handling of the
border, that approval drops well into the 20s.
If Biden wants his dismal poll numbers
to improve, it is imperative that he devote a
solid chunk of time to the drug crisis during
his State of the Union address on March 1.
Unfortunately, given this administration’s
failure on this issue and the border, don’t
count on hearing much about it, let alone
anything resembling solutions.
*****
Joe Concha is a media and politics columnist.

illegal drugs,” according to the Washington
Post, there is probably more than enough
fentanyl in the U.S. today to kill every citizen
of this country.
So, will the president visit the Southern
border? He told CNN in a town hall last fall

Putin’s
miscalculation
The Russian president has misread not only Ukrainians, but also Russians.
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By Zoya Sheftalovich
Watching Vladimir Putin’s war on Ukraine
play out, it seems the Russian president has
vastly underestimated and misunderstood
Ukrainians and their president.
Putin, a one-time KGB operative who in
2004 said “there is no such thing as a former
KGB man,” has made clear that he lives in
a world of the past. The world that existed
before the end of the Cold War, a world in
which the territories of the former Soviet
Union, potentially even the countries of the
former Warsaw Pact, are run out of Moscow.
A world he is trying to rebuild today.
But the USSR is not Russia, and when
you live in the past, you lose touch with the
present.
Putin has lost touch with ordinary Russians, despite exercising immense control
over what they watch, listen to and read. But
to an even greater degree, Putin has lost touch
with what Ukrainians think.
It’s the classic mistake of every tyrant:
Surround yourself only with sycophants,
suck-ups and yes-men, and you never get a
reality check in your echo chamber. Eliminate
dissenting politicians, and you assume that
means you’ve eliminated dissent.
The decisive moment that sealed Ukraine’s
fate may well have been the U.S.-led withdrawal from Afghanistan — a country closely
watched by the Kremlin, given its key role in
the downfall of the USSR, after the Soviets
attempted to invade in 1979, and spent almost
a decade fighting a losing battle.
When the West left Afghanistan last year,
the speed and success of the Taliban takeover
of the country would have delighted Putin.
The capitulation of the U.S., the impotence
of Europe, and the relative ease with which
the militants took control of the Afghan capital within days of the Western retreat made
Ukraine seem a tantalizing prospect.
Perhaps Putin thought he’d roll into Kyiv
the way the Taliban rolled into Kabul, meeting scant resistance from Ukrainians. He
seems to have expected to be welcomed in
by Russian-speaking Ukrainians as nostalgic
for the Soviet heydays as he is. It seems Putin
expected Ukrainians to lay down their arms,
and for their pro-Western and NATO President Volodymyr Zelenskiy to flee, making
space for one of Moscow’s allies.
The Kremlin could roll its tanks back to
Russia, taking a sizeable chunk of Ukraine
with them, and Putin could declare his bogus
“peacekeeping” mission over after a few
days. He would take some limited casualties,
some painful but not devastating sanctions,
and then it would be back to business as
usual.
And perhaps if Putin had tried this maneuver during the Ukrainian presidencies of
his ally Viktor Yanukovych, or of “chocolate

king” billionaire Petro Poroshenko, he might
have been able to roll into Kyiv the way the
Taliban took Kabul last year.
But Putin underestimated Ukraine. The
country’s troops have resisted hard and have
largely held their cities against a Russian
attempt at blitzkrieg. Kyiv claims that its
experienced, motivated soldiers have killed
thousands of Russians, downed enemy planes
and destroyed hundreds of armored vehicles
and tanks.
Putin also underestimated Zelenskiy.
A former comedian and actor with humble
roots, Zelenskiy entered politics in 2019 on
an anti-corruption campaign, after playing a
history teacher elected as president on an anti-corruption platform in the sitcom “Servant
of the People.”
Zelenskiy certainly isn’t perfect, but he’s
also not cut from the same fabric of oligarchs
who made billions in shady business enterprises. His ascent to the presidency seems
to have genuinely been driven by a desire to
make things better.
Ukraine now has a leader it can believe in,
who is vowing to fight on against a military
superpower. He’s a democratically elected
president who wasn’t a cynical appointee
of some other country, who wasn’t someone
seeking the presidency to enrich themselves.
Unlike Afghanistan’s President Ashraf
Ghani and his government, Zelenskiy didn’t
get on the first plane out of Kyiv, despite the
clear danger to his life. When Putin talks
about decapitating Ukraine’s government, he
is not speaking metaphorically. As Zelenskiy
himself said in a video posted to social media,
the president is Putin’s No. 1 target, and his
family the No. 2.
Zelenskiy has stayed in Kyiv, rebuffing
reported offers of safety in France and in
the U.S. He has donned a khaki T-shirt and
jacket.
“We are here. We are in Kyiv. We are de-

fending Ukraine,” Zelenskiy said in a video
published on Telegram Friday night and shot
in Kyiv. In the clip, he is surrounded by his
Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal, along with
Mikhail Podolyak, an adviser to the president’s chief of staff, Andriy Yermak, the head
of the office of the president, and the head
of the ruling party’s parliamentary faction,
David Arakhamia.
With that video, Zelenskiy told Ukrainians: We aren’t running, we’re fighting.
Ukrainians are fighting.
So, Putin expected Afghanistan in 2021.
But he got Afghanistan in 1979. Ukrainians
aren’t rolling over or welcoming back an old
friend. They, and their president, are digging
in for war. Their army is fighting hard. Harsh
Western sanctions are targeting Putin and all
his oligarch buddies, who were content to
keep him in power while it filled their coffers,
but who now stand to lose billions.
The Kremlin isn’t orchestrating a relatively bloodless coup in Ukraine any more. It is
instead attempting to become an occupying
force. And that is a much more difficult
proposition for a country, even a large and
wealthy one — you don’t need to look much
further than Afghanistan to see the problem
with external forces (who will, eventually,
have to go home), trying to impose ideologies
or governments on a people who don’t want
them. Add to that those crippling sanctions,
and you’re staring down the barrel of a protracted battle that isn’t easily won.
Or, to put it another way: How do you control a country of 44 million Ukrainians who
suddenly have something to believe in? And
how do you keep your own people on board?
As far as Ukraine goes, it’s clear the
Ukrainians will be more resistant than ever
to any Kremlin stooge, and would fight back
as they did in the Maidan revolution of 2014.
Ukrainians don’t have any misty-eyed Soviet
nostalgia about what Putin is really offer-

ing. They know the model for his reforged
USSR is based on oppression, murder and
gangsterism.
Russians, doped up as they are on RT and
TASS and Rossiya 24, are also suddenly seeing their favorite singers, tennis players and
actors speak up about what is now a hot war.
They’re seeing photos of bombed apartment
blocks, kindergartens, dead children. They’re
seeing this isn’t going to be a walkover.
There’s a genuine danger to Putin that he
has greatly underestimated the breadth of opposition he could now face with a war against
a people whom most Russians don’t see as
an enemy. He’s not just facing metropolitan
protesters. He’s also humiliated his spy chief
in public, lost his oligarchs billions of dollars
and could well have to deal with thousands of
traumatized mothers. For a paranoid former
spy, always alive to risks, he now appears
extraordinarily confident that no one from
this growing base of foes can threaten him.
A Communist Party member of Russia’s
State Duma, Mikhail Matveyev, broke ranks
on Saturday. “I believe the war should be
stopped immediately,” he tweeted in Russian.
“Voting for the recognition of the [breakaway
Luhansk and Donetsk republics], I voted for
peace, not for war. For Russia to become a
shield, so that Donbass is not bombed, not
in favor of Kyiv being bombed.”
Soon, ordinary Russians will start to feel
the chilling effect of those Western sanctions.
Russians know how to suffer, of course.
They are used to it. Famine, war, death —
these are not hypothetical, far-away, historical things. Even those born as recently as in
the ’80s remember being cold and hungry,
remember empty shelves and petrol pumps.
But during those Soviet years, Russians
were suffering for what many saw as the
great good.
Will Russians suffer for Putin and his
cronies? Will they suffer for a man who lives
in a golden palace, and who hasn’t been seen
for days?
How long will Russians continue buying
into this war — a war they know Putin started, despite what their TVs might be telling
them? How long will they watch videos of
Ukrainian soldiers telling Russian warships
to go fuck themselves in their common
tongue?
Ukrainians, in the meantime, are suffering
for freedom. They are suffering for Zelenskiy, the man who stayed in Kyiv to fight
alongside them. A man who rejected a U.S.
evacuation offer, reportedly saying: “The
fight is here; I need ammunition, not a ride.”
*****
Zoya Sheftalovich is a contributing editor
at POLITICO Europe. She was born in Soviet
Ukraine, before moving to Australia after the
fall of the USSR.

regulations are doing so in the best interests
of the country and not the best interests of
their investment portfolios? We can’t be sure.
Not much stops them from taking investment
positions, for example, in Pfizer or Moderna
or certain powerful tech companies doing
business in China.
The only way to eliminate this potential
conflict of interest is to reimagine direct
trading prohibitions on politicians while they
are in office. This is not unfair; they weren’t
elected to make money.
Trading in equities while aware of
non-public information is not the only way
some government officials cash in. Those
federally elected cannot convert campaign
war chests, which now are quite substantial,
to personal use. That money can be used,
however, to hire relatives and friends or to
fund a nonprofit organization in the office
holder’s name.
Congress also allows members to enjoy
lobbyist-funded junkets designed to influence
legislative action. Many members go on to
join lobbying firms or snag lucrative board
positions with companies seeking continued
influence. These opportunities have grown
substantially over time and can make election
to Congress a ticket to riches. How can we
be sure that a member is acting in our best
interests and not on behalf of a company or
industry group where he or she later might
enjoy the reward of a high-paying job?
Again, we can’t be sure. But we can
reimagine restrictions and prohibitions on

certain post-elected office opportunities.
Perhaps members would not stay in office
for decades if we removed incentives for
them to build robust networks that can lead
to lucrative jobs.
Direct influence peddling by government
officials is particularly distasteful. While
Hillary Clinton was secretary of State, foreign governments and organizations paid her
husband, Bill Clinton, eye-watering sums of
money for speeches and other appearances.
The Clintons increased their net worth dramatically during this period. Their Clinton
Foundation also benefited financially. This
wasn’t because the former president is a snappy dresser; it was because of the perceived
influence he could provide through his wife.
It’s no coincidence that when she left office,
the gravy-train largely dried up.
Hunter Biden’s emails have revealed a
family business that would bring a smile to
Vito Corleone’s face. Hunter leveraged the
influence of his father, Joe, while the latter
was in and out of elected office. Joe Biden’s
son enjoyed remarkable access and business
opportunities with China, and elsewhere,
that he couldn’t have dreamed of without
the Biden name.
His emails further reveal discussions of
payments out of his China business deals
from a grateful son to his old man. At
minimum, this creates concerns about the
potential for compromised foreign policy
toward China.
Unfortunately, the reimagined restrictions
that would be necessary to curtail all of this
questionable activity rests in the hands of a
legislative body that derives direct benefit
from the status quo. Still, that shouldn’t discourage the American electorate or the news
media from asking current and prospective
members of Congress where they would
stand on new restrictions. There are many
noble members — but we need more. Let’s
put their answers on record as campaign
promises. Imagine that.
*****
Kevin R. Brock, former assistant director
of intelligence for the FBI, was an FBI special agent for 24 years and principal deputy
director of the National Counterterrorism
Center (NCTC). He independently consults
with private companies and public-safety
agencies on strategic mission technologies.

Let’s ‘reimagine’ political corruption

By Kevin R. Brock
“People in power, they’ll do anything
to keep their crown.” — Mary Gauthier,
“Mercy Now“
In 1978, the FBI launched an undercover
investigation designed around a fictional
Middle Eastern company seeking permits for
casino operations in Atlantic City. The case
didn’t start out targeting federal officials, but
soon seven members of Congress bellied up
to the trough and accepted bribes in exchange
for influence and favors. Indictments and
convictions followed, and the legislative
branch was left red-faced.
The apparent eagerness with which a
significant number of congressmen engaged
in risky behavior left the embarrassing
perception that maybe such corruption was
more commonplace than realized. Certainly,
some reasoned, additional investigation was
merited to determine how widespread criminal activity among members of Congress
might be.
But that never happened. There has been
no similar proactive FBI investigation at that
level of our federal government. According
to retired FBI agents who worked the 1978
undercover case, Congress made it clear
through back channels that the FBI’s budget
and other authorities could be imperiled if the
agency tried such shenanigans again.
Since then, however, the temptation for
members of Congress or other senior government officials to line their pockets by directly
violating federal statutes probably has abated.
The lure of a bribe has been replaced by other
sketchy ways to get rich that don’t usually
land you in jail.
Federal laws traditionally used to deter
and prosecute political corruption are few
and narrow in scope. Our public officials have
adapted by fostering a profitable operating
environment that allows for arguably corrupt
personal enrichment without running afoul
of the law. The creative ways that a public
official can trade on his or her authority, influence and insider knowledge for personal
gain are plenteous and either technically legal
or hard to prove otherwise.
If we can reimagine restrictions on police authorities, maybe we can reimagine
restrictions on lawmakers who turn modest
government salaried jobs into cash cows.
When do the personal enrichment strat-

egies of office holders and other high government officials become questionable?
The answer should be simple: when those
strategies conflict with what’s best for the
American people. Examples have been well
publicized and should be enough to make
everyone nervous across our fractured political spectrum.
According to a site that monitors congressional investors, members of Congress and/
or their families who traded stocks in 2021,
on average, out-performed comparable samples within the S&P 500, making over 3,500
transactions totaling $555 million in value,
with an average hold of a little over 100 days.
Thankfully, only about a fifth of Congress
or their families actively trade, according to
required disclosure filings.
But the ones who do are in positions of
influence in both parties. The top Democrat
investor family is that of House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.), with returns of nearly 50
percent in 2021. Pelosi defended her family’s
right to invest while she had special access
to interesting information. Well, of course
she did — the Pelosis are killing it. Copying
Pelosi family investments looks like a good
strategy.
Not far behind is Senate Minority Leader
Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.), who has floated
between majority and minority leader for
years. He made around a 30 percent return
on his investments in 2021.
How can we be assured that politicians
who can shape legislation and influence
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By David Lingelbach
Since Russia invaded Ukraine on Feb. 24,
many of us have been asking: Did we get
Russian President Vladimir Putin wrong?
How should we think about him now? And
is it too late to anything about Putin?
Some have argued that Putin has changed.
Others contend that, no, he is the same
person, but until now most people have
misunderstood who he really was. These
reassessments are often clouded with moral
judgments of one sort or another: Putin is an
idiot; Putin is evil; Putin is unhinged.
I see things differently. I see Putin as an
oligarch, one of an expanding group of economic and political actors that are shaping
our increasingly uncertain world. And he is
coming into his own now.
Let me explain.
Oligarchs are opportunists. They aim
to create and exploit dynamic, unfolding
situations that open more doors for them.
What Putin has done for himself by invading
Ukraine is to open doors, not least as a leader
of the emerging post-rules international order.
Because they are opportunistic, effective
oligarchs like Putin think like entrepreneurs.
You can see the oligarchs’ five quintessential
strategies at play in the Ukrainian invasion.
First, he has assessed the means at his
disposal. Those means are the two instruments of power over which he exercises
near complete control: the Russian military
and his country’s oil and gas reserves. It
seems likely that he will employ the former
until it is no longer an advantage to do so. In
addition, Russia’s oil and gas reserves gain
in value during times of crisis like wartime,
expanding further the value of these means.
Unless the West stops importing Russian oil
and gas, which seems unlikely.
Second, Putin has determined what he can
afford to lose and is staying within that bud-

get. While some have asserted that sanctions
will have a significant impact on the Russian
economy and its elites, others have noted
the country’s substantial foreign currency
reserves and experience in managing previous sanctions. Perhaps most importantly,
Putin recognizes that he — and the Russian
people — can withstand a great deal of pain
and suffering. Here is the question: Will the
Russian people remain patient with Putin
as the world inflicts pain on them? Or will
they tell him they can’t afford to bear further
losses?
Third, oligarchs like Putin lean into surprise. Here, it is sad to say, the Ukrainian
invasion is likely to be the gift that keeps on
giving for Putin. Wars almost always create
unexpected results. No one knows — including Putin — what his apparent initial plan
will lead to. If Kyiv falls, what doors open
for him, in Ukraine or beyond? What people
like Putin do know is that those surprises are
good things for them.

Fourth, Putin likes his “friends with benefits.” This invasion has already highlighted
two: Alexander Lukashenka of Belarus, who
functions as a junior partner, and China’s
Xi Jinping, Putin’s senior partner. As with
other oligarchs, Putin is likely to find these
partnerships both mutually beneficial and
temporary. And new friends will emerge, as
they always do in war’s hothouse. Already,
we can see in some of India’s initial reaction
that its authoritarian leader, Modi, may be
Putin’s next FWB.
Last, oligarchs like Putin prefer to fly
under the radar. This is difficult to do in
the current war situation. Putin has been on
Russian television quite a lot in the past few
days. Yet, he remains more inscrutable than
ever. No one seems to be able to read him.
He is not just under the radar; he is off the
radar screen almost entirely.
So, given this understanding of Putin, is
it too late to do anything about him? I don’t
think so. There is still some time for creative

statesmanship. Here are a few thoughts.
First, given that Putin is an opportunist, we
need to reshape his opportunity set in ways
that get him out of Ukraine and strengthen
international security. We need to offer him
better opportunities than the one he is currently taking in Ukraine. We need to offer
him better ways to maintain his power and
wealth, consistent again with the safety and
security of Russia and its neighbors.
Oligarchs — even hated ones — can
have productive afterlives. After leading
America into the Great Depression, Herbert
Hoover was a productive senior statesman for
more than 30 years. A Putin friend — Silvio
Berlusconi — has continued to orbit in the
Italian political and economic systems. What
we have to avoid, if we are serious about
bringing this war to an end soon, is a path
that Putin believes ends in powerlessness,
penury, prison or poison.
Next, we can surprise Putin in ways that
reduce the relevance of the means at his
disposal. To create surprises into which he
cannot easily lean.
And, last, how can we reshape Putin’s
affordable loss calculations so that the
Ukrainian invasion looks like less of a sure
thing? We can’t influence Russia’s resilience
in the short term. But, perhaps, the vaunted
Russian patience will fray. That may cause
Putin to rethink what he has begun.
It is not too late. But we must refresh our
thinking to reflect the new world in which
people like Putin are ascending.
*****
David Lingelbach is associate professor
of entrepreneurship at The University of Baltimore. He lived and worked in Russia from
1994 to 1999, where he served as president of
Bank of America — Russia and worked with
Vladimir Putin. He has studied for more than
a quarter century.

Working like the devil to lower energy prices
By Kathleen Sgamma
and Dan Naatz
Last week, President Biden said
he would “work like the devil” to
bring down gasoline prices. Somehow, after more than half a year
of watching him beg Russia and
OPEC to increase their oil production while making it more difficult
for American oil and natural gas
producers, we’re skeptical. But here
are a few simple ideas to help the
president channel his inner Lucifer
and reduce energy prices.
1) Move forward with leasing
on federal public lands. The government is required to conduct
quarterly lease sales, but since
President Biden banned leasing
during his first week in office, later
overturned by a federal judge, there
has not been one lease sale on federal lands. The Interior Department
just missed the deadline for holding
a lease sale this quarter. He could
instruct the department to move
forward with leasing now.
2) Stop the Biden administration’s regulatory overreach
agenda. The Interior Department,
Environmental Protection Agency,
Securities and Exchange Commission, and other agencies are
moving forward aggressively with

regulations meant to make American oil and natural gas production
more expensive. When you make
something more expensive, you
get less of it and higher prices for
consumers. Simply halt the deluge
of new regulation meant to slow
American production.
3) Immediately appeal a federal
judge’s decision overturning the
recent offshore lease sale 257.
Rather than dithering on whether
to take action to appeal this ruling,
the Biden administration should
immediately join with the attorneys
general of Louisiana and other Gulf
states in appealing that ruling.
4) Rescind the nomination of
Sarah Bloom Raskin to the Fed-

eral Reserve Board of Governors.
She has written extensively about
debanking the oil and natural gas
industry. Rescinding her nomination would send a strong signal
to the market that the Biden administration will not use the Fed
and other government agencies to
block lending to energy companies,
thereby giving the green light to
banks and other lenders to invest
in American production.
5) Approve the Keystone XL
pipeline. Doing so would create
jobs and a conduit for oil to flow
from Canada, thereby reducing
dependence on Russia and OPEC.
Keystone XL also has capacity
for American production from

Montana and North Dakota. The
approval of the permit would send
a strong signal to other pipeline
projects that have been held up by
anti-oil-and-gas groups. More pipelines mean more low-cost American
energy would reach consumers and
decrease imports from unfriendly
nations.
6) Instruct the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission to move
forward with approvals of pipelines
all across the country that are held
up in red tape. Oil and natural gas
pipelines enable quicker, safer, and
more efficient transportation of energy all across the country, which
helps relieve energy inflation.
7) Support the modernization
of National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA) rules that sensibly
reduced the time for conducting
environmental analysis on federal
infrastructure projects. NEPA analysis takes years and dramatically
increase the costs of building or
reconstructing roads, bridges, and
energy infrastructure.
8)Follow the judge’s ruling last
week and stop efforts to impose a
Social Cost of Carbon (SCC) on every federal energy project. The SCC
is specifically meant to increase
the cost of energy consumption.

Recognize that the law does not
support imposing a SCC on energy
production and use, and simply stop
such efforts that increase costs for
consumers.
These are just a few simple ideas
that would enable America’s oil and
natural gas producers to increase
production and our nation to recapture the top spot as an energy
superpower. Rather than begging
OPEC and Russia for help, the
Biden administration should pursue
an energy strategy that unleashes
the ingenuity of the American oil
and natural gas worker.
Our nation’s producers have
a proven record of outstanding
results supplying America and
the world with abundant energy
resources, while at the same time
protecting the environment and our
nation’s public lands. No need to
reinvent the wheel Mr. President.
Just let us do our work and the United States and the world will benefit.
*****
Kathleen Sgamma is President
of Western Energy Alliance. Dan
Naatz is Executive Vice President
for Government Relations & Political Affairs for the Independent
Petroleum Association of America
(IPAA).

story around is a winter storm in
Minnesota.
For years, cable news struggled
to deal with this reality — nowhere
more than CNN, which debuted
in 1980 as the home of hard news
delivered straight. Now, on a typical
news day, consumers can easily
get caught up by scrolling through
headlines on a smartphone app.
So how does a network keep costs
down and viewership up all year
long in dependable numbers?
The answer: opinion-driven
coverage of politics.
It’s more economically efficient
to limit your reporting muscle to
the inside of a Washington studio,
featuring brash talking heads. This
also allows television to do what it
does best — focus on personalities.
Viewers don’t tune in to see the
news, they tune in to watch Sean
Hannity or Rachel Maddow. They
watch in much the same way they

might absorb a daytime talk show,
as entertainment mixed in with a bit
of information.
And the often-divisive “information” delivered by these programs creates a bond with viewers
based on something close to tribal
instinct — our group versus the
other group. Research shows this
kind of polarizing programming
becomes almost addictive. Some
viewers grow to need that burst of
anger; they construct their entire
worldview based on the perception
that everything is divided into “us”
versus “them.” This creates brand
loyalty and delivers to news channels a dependable viewership night
after night, even on the slowest
news day.
Good for the bottom line, but the
damage polarization continues to
produce is no secret. And, despite
the opportunity this moment in the
news cycle may present, that outrage will be a hard habit to break —
just like any addiction. It requires
the cable channels to reconsider
what they mean by “news.” It calls
on viewers to wean themselves off
the blood rush delivered by hosts
who function only to heighten
emotions and stoke distrust.
And for parent companies, it
means investing what it takes to
move their organizations outside
the studio and back into the real
world of real journalism.
Reports this weekend that Discovery has tapped Chris Licht to
be the new CNN president could

bolster that. Licht now runs “The
Late Show with Stephen Colbert,”
but before that, he launched “CBS
This Morning” and MSNBC’s
“Morning Joe.” (Full disclosure:
I know Licht well from our years
working at CBS.) Each time, he
was able to plot a strong direction,
energize his staff, and convince corporate brass they needed to invest
if they wanted success.
That formula could work for
CNN, especially at this opportune
moment.
Discovery CEO Zaslav last
week dismissed those CNN competitors who simply offer their
audience people “sitting behind
desks and giving their opinion
about what’s going on.” CNN, he
said, was a news network “with
journalists in bulletproof vests and
helmets doing what journalists do
best, which is fight to tell the truth
in dangerous places… so that we
can all assess what’s going on in
the world.”
If everything goes according to
plan, in just a few months Zaslav
will have a chance to show viewers
— and those journalists — that he
means it.
Joe Ferullo is an award-winning
media executive, producer and
journalist and former executive vice
president of programming for CBS
Television Distribution. He was a
news executive for NBC, a writer-producer for “Dateline NBC”
and worked for ABC News. Follow
him on Twitter @ironworker1.

Ukraine proves cable can still do news, but does it want to?

By Joe Ferullo
The Russian invasion of Ukraine
has brought something cable viewers too-rarely see: Real journalists
covering a real story, free of frantic
hyperbole and driven by facts on
the ground.
Reporting on the war could be an
inflection point. It offers cable news
— especially CNN — a chance to
rethink their programming focus
and move away from obsessive
political coverage. But two hurdles
block the path forward: television
news economics and the addictive
nature of polarization.
Watching CNN’s accomplished
coverage throughout this crisis,
viewers can almost hear the gears
of hard-core journalism slip back
into place. Reporters are objective,
real-time observers of events,
sometimes putting themselves in
the crossfire to give audiences the
information and images they need.
Discovery CEO David Zaslav,
who will take over CNN once a
merger with Warner Media is completed, called Ukraine coverage ”a
proud moment” for the network.
“This is where,” he said, “you see
the difference between a real news
service that has real, meaningful
resources globally.”
Viewers don’t get to see that
difference often enough.
Absent a big international story
like the Russian invasion, all three
main cable networks have similar
underpinnings: They live inside
a high-stakes hermetically-sealed

Washington biosphere where every
angle is urgently political. It’s a
world dominated by opinion hosts
and analysts who offer endless
takes on the one or two stories each
day that might move the ratings
needle.
Economics drives a lot of this.
For starters, news coverage is an
expensive way to try to make a
profit. Networks need to position
their troops around the nation and
the world, establish base camps
for technical operations, and hire
local operatives for security and
guidance. Breaking news can really
eat into profit projections.
The other main bottom-line
threat is the polar opposite: the
lack of news. Most days there isn’t
a huge overarching event that captures widespread public attention.
Ratings — which typically soar
during a crisis like Ukraine —
plummet when the biggest breaking
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Time to get off the ‘career track’

By Blair Miller
When I was growing up in the
’90s in the suburbs of Detroit,
Mich., the path to the top was
grounded in technical and quantitative training, associating with
the right brands (we know you still
wear your college sweatshirt), and
climbing the corporate ladder. Daniel Markovitz argues this relentless
path to achievement, reserved for
the elite, has increased inequality,
and made us miserable workaholics.
It also cultivated skills and workplaces that were disconnected from
our humanness.
The good news is that work is
changing. The bad news is that our
career tracks are not.
We are preparing our kids for a
future dictated by the past: How can
we change course?
First, it’s time to face the fact
that career progression is not linear.
Platforms like Fivver, Task Rabbit,
and FlexJobs are allowing work to
be organized in new ways. This has
created a new relationship between
the employee and employers, resulting in the transition economy, which
thrives on a part-time, distributed,
flexible, short-term workforce. Our

kids’ career progression will look
more like a staircase overlapping
with multiple squiggly lines than a
diagonal arrow pointing up.
Let’s start by teaching our kids
about career athleticism. We want
them to build muscles and agility
that can be translated in multiple
settings and environments. This
means developing capabilities like
building structure out of autonomy,
leading through ambiguity, and
creating a vocation (vs. finding a
job). The school that incorporates
this learning would have mandatory
study abroad programs, counselors
who help students find their “why”
not their “now,” they would allow

students to learn from the best educators around the world and they
would recognize peer-led learning,
preparing students for the diverse,
flat marketplace they are about to
enter.
Artificial intelligence and robotics-enabled technologies are getting
increasingly better at cognitive and
physical tasks. So that “starter” job
of my generation at a bank, law
firm, or consulting firm likely will
not exist; robots will do it.
What my business school
deemed a “nontraditional career
path” is going to become the norm.
Careers are going to look more
like the vast Netflix movie offerings

rather than the limited blockbuster
shelves. But to help our students,
we have to build sophisticated tools
that input skills, psychometric data,
experience, and job market analysis to help students navigate their
unique vocational pursuits.
Hiring is also going to look
very different. The Chief Innovation Officer for Manpower Group,
Dr. Tomas Chamorro-Premuzic,
highlights in his very interesting
work that data — not intuition and
competence, and not confidence
— will drive hiring decisions. The
Silicon Valley tech companies have
shown us that data is king, and now
it is infiltrating human resources
departments. We are already starting to swap out the static resume
for a dynamic series of data-driven
assessments, blind interviews, and
competency-based tests. In short,
employers and employees can
move from pedigree to competency-based hiring pulling from all
career paths and educational backgrounds. A Peace Corps volunteer
may be the best candidate for a new
hire at a venture capital firm.
Finally, the talent of the future
will embrace and leverage the skills

that are uniquely human. This is
how we differentiate and compete
in the new marketplace. Ironically,
undervalued skills often held by
“non-traditional” talent have the
head start. The creators will be
central to this new economy, identifying and building new products,
markets, and environments for
humans to thrive. Those with high
degrees of empathetic intelligence
(like women and minorities who often code switch to succeed) will rise
to the ranks as the need to manage
global, distributed, diverse teams
become critical for the highest level
of leadership. And the “cyborgs” —
people who seamlessly integrate
human capabilities with technology — will reign as we navigate
the integration of technology into
our society.
Blair Miller is an investor focused on the future of work and is
a senior fellow at Yale’s Jackson Institute for Global Affairs lecturing
on “Aligning Profit and Purpose.”
She holds an MBA from the University of Michigan’s Ross School
of Business and a BA in English
literature from the University of
Virginia.

Asia regional strategy “in weeks,
not months.” The same officials
have signaled that the new proposal
will not include Comprehensive
and Progressive Agreement for
Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP)
accession, new market access
commitments or pledges requiring
congressional approval.
No one will be surprised when
a new plan focused instead on
important, but lower-priority items
such as digital trade, supply chain
security, workers’ rights and envi-

ronmental protection are greeted
around the world with only modest
enthusiasm — and a hunger for
much more.
Handwringing with the Biden
administration and fear of criticism
for “softness” on China has created
an indefinite policy void. Biden’s
default approach has consisted
of Trump legacy policies, a more
businesslike tone and promises of
policy rollouts to come. But no one
doubts that the administration owes
America and its allies more.
Into that void has stepped Congress. Both Houses passed China
competition bills that need to be
sorted out through the conference
committee process.
The two bills include a collection of other bills — including the
much-needed Creating Helpful
Incentives to Produce Semiconductors (CHIPS) for America Act,
which enjoys a congressional consensus — along with a sprinkling
of unrelated priorities.
Unfortunately, the bills read
like a collection of uncoordinated
measures related in some way
to China but not coordinated to
constitute an all-of-government approach. Congressional support for

specific provisions seems to hinge
on perceptions of whether terms
are tough enough on China, a goal
widely shared in Congress, rather
than strategic relevance.
Congress will probably produce
a final bill that President Biden can
sign, but the process would have
benefitted from a clear articulation
of Biden administration strategy
many months ago. Democratic Party priorities are reflected in the bills,
of course, but an understanding of
the relationship between the bill and
America’s broader China strategy
would have strengthened both the
advocacy for and effectiveness of
proposed policies and programs.
The Biden team’s abdication
of its responsibility to provide
that strategic guidance early in the
administration explains in part the
uncoordinated hodgepodge of provisions now under consideration.
It’s time to re-shore China policy
to the White House with a mandate
for concrete action.
*****
Jeff Moon is a China trade and
government relations consultant
who served previously as assistant
U.S. trade representative for China
affairs.

It’s official: The Biden administration
has outsourced China policy to Congress
By Jeff Moon
After more than a year of
“all-of-government” strategic reviews, the Biden administration
last week finally presented its new
Indo-Pacific strategy. The new
policy includes lofty goals such
as strengthening U.S. presence in
the region and building collective
capacity, but few concrete actions
that can be implemented today.
A “senior administration official” who briefed reporters on background stated that “this is not our
China strategy,” an assertion that
immediately raises the questions:
What is the China policy? What
specific steps is the administration
taking? And when can we see the
plan?
Meanwhile, the same senior official described vague action items in
Asia such as driving new resources,
launching new frameworks, reinforcing deterrence, delivering on
potential and supporting good governance. Those broad statements are
fodder for academic debate but no
substitute for a detailed strategic
framework outlining the specific
steps the U.S. and its allies desperately need to take today — not
another year or two from now — to

Viasmensky

meet the China challenge.
To be sure, the U.S. trade representative (USTR) purported to
roll out a “top-to-bottom” review
of China trade policy last October
in the form of a speech and a fact
sheet. But details were scarce and
future developments were mostly
contingent on whether China fulfilled its purchase commitments
under the phase one deal.
Now that USTR has confirmed
China’s failure to live up to the deal,
trade officials have hinted at a new

(Continued from Page 20)
minds want to know.
The vaccine was created too fast, too soon,
without knowing what was being spread
through the air by the lab in China with the
blessings of Fauci-Hitler, and all at the expense of taxpayers money.
Now they are trying to brainwash people,
telling them that children as young as babies
need a vaccine.
Well, I know a case of a woman who takes
her five-year-old child to receive the vaccine.
What does she have now? An autistic child
and on the edge of a divorce for taking her
child to have the vaccine without the consent
of the father of the child.
A person with a heart condition goes to
a hospital, and immediately they scream
COVID; they don’t even know what the problem is but COVID is what brings MONEY to
the hospital and its “providers.”
The cardiologist taking care of that patient
for the last 10 years was never informed. Regardless of if that cardiologist was a member

of that hospital or not, that is the professional
way of conduct, to notify him or her of his
patient’s condition.
What does the hospital say to the inside
“provider”? Induce a coma, put him on a
ventilator, put the dollar signs in your little
head. There is more money for us as long as
this patient is put on a ventilator.”
There are many people dying in the hospitals nowadays who they claim are as a result
of COVID, but that is not the case; hospitals
and their new providers are claiming COVID
just to receive money for COVID benefits.
Then, they refuse to release medical records
that proved the patient died of cardiac arrest,
not of COVID.
Hospitals need to continue listing patients’
deaths to COVID to collect the money the
government is paying them.
Valley Hospital is one that should not
receive any money from the government
and should be investigated to the full extent.
They are nothing but a disgrace to our human
dignity.

Anthony Fauci-Hitler’s wife, Christine
Grady, heads the Department of Bioethics
at the National Institute of Health (NIH) and
has quietly become a key figure in medical
research and medical ethics in America.
Medical ethics? The woman doesn’t even
know what medical ethics are. Also, doesn’t it
amount to nepotism and conflict of interests
when both of them work for the National Institute of Health and are paid almost $900,000
by the taxpayers of America?
We cannot forget that the woman worked
on research during the AIDS epidemic and
thousands of people died of AIDS during
the 1980’s period of time. Today, millions of
people are living with AIDS, a fairly normal
life, but not thanks to her.
This is exactly what her husband, Anthony Fauci-Hitler, is doing with the COVID
pandemic.
There is no one but the mainstream
media to blame. Doesn’t anyone notice the
cynical smile of Fauci-Hitler every time he
appears on national television? He enjoys

the spotlight!
If the government stops paying hospitals
for “supposed” COVID cases at $35,000 for
each intubated patient placed on a ventilator,
we are all going to see a tremendous number
of cases of COVID diminished. Even before
a patient is evaluated, hospital personnel
scream COVID, so they know what to do.
The hospitals nowadays induce the patient
into a coma, and immediately the nursing
personnel (I guess under the instructions of
an attending “provider”) say, “We are treating
him or her with anxiety medication. Anxiety
medication to a person in a coma? What kind
of anxiety does a person in a coma have?
This is a total joke and people are being
murdered by hospital personnel just to collect
the jackpot.
*****
Perly Viasmensky is the General Manager
of the Las Vegas Tribune. She writes a weekly
column in this newspaper. To contact Perly
Viasmensky, email her at pviasmensky@
lasvegastribune.com.
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after.” If not, well….
Yet as much as we loved certain people
on earth, we never saw them as perfect, and
we know they didn’t see us as perfect either,
so how would it be “happily ever after” for
eternity between two imperfect beings that
not only had their occasional squabbles,
but sometimes wished they could get some
time away?
That’s where the need to give some deep
thinking to this thing called the afterlife
comes into play .While I can’t tell anyone
from my own personal experience what will
happen after one dies,
and we can’t necessarily believe all the
stories people tell of their experiences during
the time that they were believed to be dead,
we can probably believe that something
happened during that time and that it more
or less corresponds to their beliefs about such
things before they were considered deceased.
But even those who never had such experiences have had thoughts of that nature.
Helen Keller said, “I believe in the immor-

tality of the soul because I have within me
immortal longings.”
And Goethe exclaimed, “I am not dreaming! I am not deluded. Nearer to the grave
new life streams for me. We shall continue to
exist. We shall see each other again.” Goethe
also viewed nature as “the living, visible
garment of God.”
I know I’ve always wondered about the
afterlife, which means I also collected information from more than one source about
death itself, and here list several facts that
I came across and pondered. And believe.
1) We are the lowest level of freewill
creatures in the universe.
2) God is everyone’s Father, yet to be
resurrected, we must exercise faith in him.
3) After resurrection, we start our new life
right where we left off on earth.
4) We go into a sleep of survival and when
we awaken, we’ll recognize everyone we
knew on earth and they will recognize us.
5) Most of us have heard of the mansion
worlds, and that’s our first stop. We get time
to look around, visit with family and friends,

and in essence, enjoy that “vacation time.”
6) We cannot communicate with the living
after we die, although the living may still feel
our presence in their hearts.
7) We retain our gender characteristics
and can still enjoy, fascinate, and comfort
each other.
8) The universe is dominated by love. And
we know it, just as R. W. Trive said, “The
more one loves, the nearer he approaches
God, for God is the spirit of infinite love.”
9) In the heavenly worlds, we will interact
with resurrected mortals from many planets.
We will all have the opportunity to accept or
reject God.
10) )On some planets, death is seen as a
graduation and is not met with great sorrow
but happy anticipation for the worlds ahead..
Some of the things I find fascinating about
the afterlife is that we go back to school until
we reach perfection since nothing imperfect
can be in the presence of God. John Ruskin,
in explaining why that is so, stated, “Education is the leading of human souls to what
is best… The training which makes men

happiest in themselves also makes them most
serviceable to others.”
The information we receive in our Universe Schools will require our active participation and we will be asked to use our
new skills and understanding to teach others
what we have learned. As Donald Laird
stated, “The basis of all education is to learn
by doing.”
Actually, “passing over” appears to be an
amazing adventure waiting to happen, and
maybe someday we’ll be able to see it for
what it is, and look forward to it — after our
long life. We’ll get to meet Jesus, and our
guardian angels, as well as our family members and friends who went on before us. It’ll
be a far, far better life than anything we could
imagine. I’m going to hope my children see
it that way when it’s my turn for that cosmic
adventure!
Maramis Choufani is the Managing Editor of the Las Vegas Tribune. She writes a
weekly column in this newspaper. To contact
Maramis, email her at maramistribune@
gmail.com.

Maramis
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Four Freshmen: What a wonderfully
Nostalgic Show! A Touch of the Past
Early Days of the Four Freshmen

By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
This was the first time I had the
opportunity to see the Four Freshmen in my 29 years of reviewing
Las Vegas shows. I can understand
why the Four Freshmen are one
of the few musical groups to last
60 years! Although the faces have
changed, the carefree mood and
classic songs remain.
The Four Freshmen’s song
choice was perfect with the upbeat
“Something’s Gotta’ Give,” and
continued with more of their songs
from the ’50s and ’60s. The group
looked back at ”Graduation Day,”
a happy day yet significant in defining the beginning of becoming
adults.
They quipped about the song
“It’s Alright with me,” “Although
the other woman is perfect and
you have the wrong face, it’s alright
with me. You will do. Do you want
to go out with me?” Most of the
songs were romantic about love
and feelings- “You Made me Love
You,” ”Guilty of Loving You,”
“You stepped out of a dream,” ”Little Girl Blue”, “Day by Day”, ”It’s
a Blue World,” “Polka dots and
Moonbeams,” then mixed these
numbers with ”Give me the simple
Life,” “Easy Street,” “Route 66,”
and many more. With songs like
these and their exceptional talent,
the Four Freshmen will be singing
and pleasing audiences for a long
time to come. Called a free improvisational style, the group’s creative
interpretations are worth seeing!
The Four Freshmen’s talent
was recognized by some of the
jazz greats Dizzy Gillespie, Stan
Kenton, and Woody Herman. It was
Stan Kenton who brought the group
to the attention of Capitol Records.
Their first hit single was “It’s a Blue
World,” released in 1952. Later
the vocal harmony group gained
popularity and have continued
their touring all of these years. Of
course, the Four Freshmen have
won awards and counted many

Four Freshman today
hits. Besides their happy audiences, the Four Freshmen have their
own official fan club ”The Four
Freshmen Society”, since 1992,
with over 2,500 members. The
members of the club filled the audience that evening and were waiting
for the special Meet and Greet after
the show.
Even in the 21st century the
Four Freshmen were named “Vocal
Group of the Year” by Downbeat
Magazine’s readers, in 2000. Continuing in 2001, Mosaic Records
released a multi-CD of their complete 1950’s recordings. Today
the Four Freshmen consist of Bob
Ferreira, Brian Eichenberger, Curtis
Calderon, and Vince Johnson.
The South Point Hotel always
has the finest entertainment line-up

and Lounge shows. For additional
information, visit the webssites:
www.southpointcasino.com and
www.fourfreshmen.com
*****
Sandy Zimmerman was Director
of Promotions, Director of PR, and
Director of Marketing for “Flashdance Fever,” “Cotton Club on
Parade,” “Women of Comedy,”
“Men of Paradise,” and many
other early live Las Vegas shows.
As an award-winning television travel special producer,
she produced travel specials
around the world as well as
documentaries for Bryce Canyon National Park, Zion Canyon, Grand Canyon North Rim,
a real Cattle Drive similar to
the early westerns in Reno,
Nevada, and destinations in
the US. Sandy Zimmerman has
appeared in Las Vegas as TV host/
producer for 25 years, appeared in
Las Vegas’ first live TV show with
a live audience at the Continental
Hotel, won an award for a TV
Commercial, wrote “Rise of Ned
Kelley, the Australian Bushranger/
Travel Guides-”Escape to Thailand”/and a book about China.
Sandyzimm2003@yahoo.com 702515-0846.
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A Restaurant with a menu around the world
By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
I found a restaurant with original dishes that you have not seen
before! The Brass Fork Restaurant
is inside the Santa Fe Station Hotel
on Rancho Road.
You can try their breakfast,
lunch, or dinner for pleasant surprises! There’s warm bananas and
waffles, oooh, I would like to try
that with syrup!
A clever switch from the usual
fried chicken is the Fried Chicken
Sandwich where you get that crispy
fried chicken with the Korean
Gochujang glaze and kimchi slaw.
Gochujang or red chili paste adds
spice to the sweetness of the glaze.
Each taste will become a special
treat to your taste buds.
Where do they get their recipes?
Imagine Cajun Chicken Fettuccine
Alfredo- two different food styles,
one from New Orleans’ Cajun recipes with the other Italian favorites.
Each of the flavors really stand out!
You can order the shrimp instead
of chicken.
With all of those wonderful
selections, I ordered the Turkey
Dinner which came with mashed

potatoes, green bean casserole,
stuffing, cranberry, and turkey
gravy.
I was surprised to see Greek Salad on the menu, this sounds great
with their mixed greens, cucumber,
tomato, red onion, feta cheese, Kalamata olives, hummus, pepperoncini, crispy pita, and lemon-oregano
dressing. Pepperoncini are a type
of mild, yellow-green chili pepper

that belong to the species Capsicum
annuum, very hot.
The Cubano — Mojo Pork,
shaved Ham, Swiss, Mustard, and
Dill Pickles.
The Cajun-seasoned grilled
Chicken, parmesan cream sauce,
garlic toast- all of those flavors in
one meal!
This American menu offers
foods from many countries.

Instead of placing everything
on one big plate, they serve with
separate plates giving more room
for all your selections.
After eating your meal, see
what’s playing at the on-site movie
theater, a 60-lane bowling alley, and
the only in-casino supervised childcare center in Northwest Vegas.
From Vegas Golden Knights
viewings to happy hours, there’s al-

ways a good time on tap at the bars
& lounges at Santa Fe Station Hotel
& Casino, 4949 N. Rancho Drive.
*****
Sandy Zimmerman’s Promotions, Streaming US & Global
Interviews/ Interviews on the Academy Awards & other Red Carpets;
Award-winning talk show host/
producer Sandy Zimmerman’s Las
Vegas TV Television Program.
(702)-515-0846. Sandy was Director of Promotions, Director of
PR, and Director of Marketing for
“Flashdance Fever,” “Cotton Club
on Parade,” “Women of Comedy,”
“Men of Paradise,” and many
other live Las Vegas shows. FB:
Streaming on FB, Twitter, Instagram, Linkedin, and other Social
Media; FB: Sandy Zimmerman’s
Las Vegas TV-Group; FB: Sandy
Zimmerman’s Reviews; Sandy
Zimmerman’s Youtube Channel;.
and email sandyzimm2003@yahoo.
com. Promote yourself, your band,
business, products, whatever, call
for a multi-media coverage! For
information, questions, comments
please contact Sandy Zimmerman
at sandyzimm2003@yahoo.com or
702-515-0846.
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The Amp at Craig Ranch 2022 concert series

Let’s groove! Who’s ready for an exciting
tribute act to the most famous band in the
world: Earth, Wind & Fire? Serpentine Fire
performs live at The AMP at Craig Ranch!
Tickets start as low as $15.00! Serpentine Fire
is a talented and exciting tribute act to one of
the most famous bands in the world — Earth,
Wind & Fire! Enjoy the funk, soul and blues
that have stood the test of time.
Date: Saturday, March 12
Time: 7:00 p.m.
Location: The AMP at Craig Ranch
628 W Craig Rd, North Las Vegas, NV
89032
Cedric the Entertainer
with special guest Tony Rock
March 5, 2022, 8:00 p.m.
Cedric is best known for co-starring with
Steve Harvey on The WB sitcom The Steve
Harvey Show, as one of The Original Kings
of Comedy, and for starring as Eddie Walker
in Barbershop. He hosted the 12th season
of the daytime version of Who Wants to Be
a Millionaire in 2013-14 and starred in the
TV Land original series The Soul Man, which
aired from 2012 until 2016. Previously, he
hosted BET’s ComicView during the 1993-94
season and Def Comedy Jam in 1995.
Serpentine Fire:
The Music of Earth, Wind & Fire
Mar 12, 2022, 7:00 p.m.
Serpentine Fire is a talented and exciting
tribute act to one of the most famous bands
in the world — Earth, Wind & Fire! Enjoy
the funk, soul and blues that have stood the
test of time.
Said the Sky
March 19, 2022, 6:00 p.m.
Playing piano and various instruments
since the age of 8, Colorado native Trevor
Christensen brings a fresh perspective to
music. Incorporating melodic backgrounds
and technical training into his work, he is
able to capture the unique beauty of electronic
dance music.
Funk Explosion 2022
Apr 9, 2022, 11:00 a.m.
Don’t miss out on a concert of R&B,
funk and old school music! Performing
artists include KLYMAXX featuring Cheryl
Cooley, Lakeside with Captain Mark Wood,
Funkalicious and the You and I Band: Tribute
to Rick James and Tina Marie.
Blues at The Amp
May 6, 2022
Artists include top female musicians in
the roots rock and blues music genre Vanessa
Collier and Ana Popovic. This high-energy
concert showcases not Ana’s mesmerizing
guitar skills and Vanessa’s prowess on the
saxophone, successfully merging musical
styles. Tickets go on sale in March 2022.
Lord Huron
May 17, 2022, 7:00 p.m.
An American indie folk band from Michigan, Lord Huron combines western, folk
rock, rock and roll, pop melodies and the
surf rock genre and new age influences to
produce a novel sound. The band’s name was
inspired by Lake Huron, where band founder
Ben Schneider grew up visiting and spending
evenings playing music around the campfire.
I Love the ’90s Tour
May 20, 2022
Universal Attractions Agency brings the
I Love the ’90s Tour back to select stages
this year! Featuring headliner Vanilla Ice,
the tour will host a changing lineup of 90’s
hit makers including Rob Base, Color Me
Badd and Young MC. Tickets go on sale in
March 2022.
Ben Harper and
the Innocent Criminals + Shakey Graves
May 26, 2022, 8:00 p.m.
Ben Harper’s music and career embodies
musical brilliance, open mindedness, lyrical
honesty and abiding social activism of the
1960’s. With over 15 million records sold
worldwide, the career of this multi-GRAMMY® award-winning musician, producer,
activist and now, record label founder, spans
decades, during which he has been established as a singularly powerful songwriter
and performer with range across multiple
genres with a rare ability to blend the personal
and political.
Stay up-to-date on future acts appearing
at The Amp at Craig Ranch by following the

City of North Las Vegas on Facebook and
Instagram and CityofNorthLasVegas.com.
*****

March 4 First Friday
celebrates “Existence”
First Friday Foundation, a 501(c)3
non-profit organization, announces that First
Friday’s Mar. 4 event is all about “Existence”
— inviting First Friday attendees to imagine
what “Existence” means to them. The art
walk area on Boulder Avenue and First Street
will feature an estimated sixty First Friday
artists and craftspeople. The food garden and
bar area remain in the Art Square parking lot,
along with the stage. Entertainment starts on
the main stage at 5:00 p.m.
Key elements for this month include:
Hours of Operation — 5:00 p.m. to 11
p.m.
First Friday Footprint — The Art Walk
is on Boulder Ave. in front of the Arts Factory
and on 1st Street. The food garden and bar are
located in the Art Square parking lot.
COVID-19 Requests — Guests are asked
to be mindful of others. There are no mask

requirements or social distancing requirements currently. First Friday will continue
with its program of sanitation and asks guests
to continue washing/sanitizing their hands.
First Friday’s Featured Artist — Rich
Soussana from Mystical Arts is the featured
artist. He has been creating art within First
Friday since 2006. Rich is a self-taught artist
whose art ranges from airbrushing, caricatures to his most recent spray paint art. He
has been working in Las Vegas for over 20
years as a custom artist.
Entertainment — Performing on the
city of Las Vegas main stage. Elijah Stone
plays at 8:00 p.m. Beginning at 5:00 p.m.
local talent will be featured throughout the
night (5:00 p.m. student performers with
DeBlanc music; 7:00 p.m. CAM; 8:00 p.m.
Elijah Stone; 9:00 p.m. Kami; 9:30 p.m. Dru
Limas). Check out the First Friday website
for lists of entertainment.
First Street Special Exhibition — thirty
creative pin artists present their pin art for
March event only
Food Trucks — Over fifteen favorite
gourmet food trucks will be featured in the
food garden.
Other arts district art galleries, restaurants, bars and other retail businesses will
also be open for First Friday.
Roadwork — Expect street improvements that will delay traffic throughout the
coming months. However, we look forward
to the beautiful improvements in the area.
Parking Info:
—Parking Options: Online Information
—City paid Parking Lot (only $5) located
at 500 S. Main Street will be open with free
shuttle drop off at Hoover and 1st.
—Ride share drop off also located on
Hoover and 1st.
IMPORTANT INFORMATION
REGARDING PARKING:
—First Friday is only operating parking
in the streets immediately surrounding the
festival on 1st Street and Coolidge. These
spaces are available for $25 cash at the
check-in tents. We are NOT operating in
any of the vacant lots in the area for parking.
There have been reports of people directing
people to these lots and collecting money
to park there. Do NOT Park in any of these
lots — you risk being towed. Please notify us
if someone approaches you about parking in
one of the nearby vacant lots or you see this
happening. Thank you!
—The First Friday Foundation and its
partners are not responsible for any damage
or theft to your vehicle or belongings while
at the event.
The First Friday Foundation will post
updates and special offers on scheduled First
Friday events and other programming through

its social media channels — on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/firstfridaylasvegas and
Twitter @FirstFridayLV. The website, www.
ffflv.org, is active and applications for artists
and vendors are currently being accepted.
MARCH 4 FIRST FRIDAY
HIGHLIGHTS:
Alternative to driving to the event:
—Downtown Loop provides transportation throughout downtown and to First Friday
during the event.
Art Style: Emerging and established
artists, craftspeople. Interactive painting for
those who want to explore their own creativity. Artists in tents at the event and in the many
galleries surrounding the event.
Art Walk 5:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. showcases work by primarily local artists. Check
out the artists booths in the event and be
sure to stop in the many galleries in the arts
district — Arts Factory, Art Square, along
Main Street.
Family fun — there is always something
fun for the whole family at First Friday.
*****

Las Vegas teacher receives grant
to inspire students to do
independent science research
The Society for Science, a nonprofit in
Washington D.C are giving $135,000 in
grants to 95 exceptional science teachers
from underserved and underrepresented
communities across the country and abroad.
Good news is that a Las Vegas teacher is on
the recipient list this year!
Sarah Cooper, Southeast Career
Technical Academy (Las Vegas, Nevada)
Mrs. Cooper is a prior researcher who became a teacher 17 years ago. Her background
in research has brought a determination to
build a research program from the ground up
at Southeast Career Technical Academy. This
has resulted in a research club being formed,
students continuing to do research for multiple years, and more tools being available for
students. But the most important thing is the
excitement of students and the new interest in
science that students did not have previously.
*****
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Carl B. Hayden Visitor Center at the
Glen Canyon Dam reopens to visitors

Glen Canyon Dam is scheduled to reopen the Carl B. Hayden Visitor Center
doors beginning Thursday, March 3, after
being closed since March 2020 during the
COVID-19 pandemic.
The public will be able to access exhibits
inside the visitor center and use facilities
during normal hours. Guided tours of the
dam and the theatre will remain closed. The
visitor center will be open Thursday through
Monday (closed Tuesdays. and Wednesdays)
between 9 a.m. - 4 p.m., with COVID-19
safety and social distancing protocols in
place. While alterations were made to the displays and exhibits to enhance social distancing, masks will be mandatory for all visitors
and staff and the use of newly installed hand
sanitizer dispensers is encouraged.
“We are excited to reopen the visitor center doors to the public and to offer educational
opportunities through interactive displays
about the history of the dam, hydropower,
and Lake Powell,” said Acting Glen Canyon
Dam Field Manager Gus Levy. “It’s also
worth visiting just to enjoy the panoramic
view [from the visitor center] that is 700 feet
above the Colorado River overlooking the
dam and Lake Powell.”
The visitor center provides many interesting exhibits, audio-visual programs, ranger
presentations, as well as a gift shop and
bookstore. It is owned by Reclamation and
operated through the National Park Service.
For more information about Glen Canyon
Dam, visit https://www.usbr.gov/uc/rm/crsp/
gc/index.html.
For more information about the Colorado
River Basin and current events, like and
follow our Facebook page: www.facebook.
com/coloradoriverbasin.
*****

Las Vegas Metropolitan Police
Department Foundation unveils
Black Giving Circle
The Las Vegas Metropolitan Police
Department Foundation unveiled a new
initiative meant to forge and strengthen
relationships between the Southern Nevada
Black community and local law enforcement.
The Black Giving Circle is designed to
bring funding support into our communities
that are traditionally under resourced. The
initiative empowers the Southern Nevada
Black community and law enforcement
to work more closely through a variety of
programs especially designed for children
and teens.
“Our goal is to work with law enforcement
to uplift communities of color, especially the
Black community. The Black Giving Circle
is a bold way to change outcomes in neighborhoods that are known low-opportunities
zones and empower Black ownership of
public safety,” said Tom Kovach, executive
director for the LVMPD Foundation.
The Foundation will work with organizations like the Urban Chamber of Commerce
to generate membership in the Black Giving
Circle. Memberships will ensure the continued growth of several youth programs, like:
—Bolden Little League and Hockey United, providing mentorship and trust between
officers and local children.
—Empowering Our Girls Workshop,
demonstrating the power and worth of young
females.
—Hip Hop & Entrepreneurship Program,
focusing on lifting youth of color through
the creative process of hip hop and rap, and
education about the music industry.
The Black Giving Circle will also partner
with the NAACP Las Vegas Branch on a
series of programs. Cooking with a Cop,
Reading with a Cop, and Conversations
with a Cop are programs designed to create
communication between young people and
law enforcement.
“By offering membership in the Black
Giving Circle, the LVMPD Foundation
can continue to expand upon these popular
programs,” said Latoya Holman, director of
community relations for the LVMPD Foundation. “With increased financial support, law
enforcement can better serve under-resourced
neighbors with resources and programming
that directly impacts the Black Community.
The outcome will be a better relationship

between law enforcement and the community
they serve, making Las Vegas a safer place
for all.”
Membership from the community to the
LVMPD Foundation’s Black Giving Circle
will allow the Foundation to maintain and
grow programs that represent an investment
in the Black community. For membership
information Black Giving Circle | Las Vegas
Metropolitan Police Department Foundation
(lvmpdfoundation.org)
*****

Episcopal Diocese of Nevada
to consecrate New Bishop
A press conference will be held to introduce the next Episcopal Bishop of Nevada,
attended by the Presiding Bishop and Primate
of the Episcopal Church.
WHEN: Friday, March 4 at 10:15 a.m.
WHERE: Christ Church Episcopal, 2000
S. Maryland Parkway, just north of Sahara
Avenue
DETAILS: The Rev. Elizabeth Bonforte
Gardner will be consecrated the next Episcopal Bishop of Nevada Saturday, March
5 at Christ Church Episcopal in Las Vegas.
The Most Rev. Michael Curry, the presiding
bishop of the Episcopal Church, will officiate
at the consecration that begins at 10:45 a.m.
with a traditional Paiute smudging of the
sanctuary. The service is invitation-only due
to limited seating.
Gardner will be the second woman to lead
the diocese. The Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts
Schori was Bishop of Nevada before her
election as the first female Presiding Bishop

and Primate of the Episcopal Church. She
preceded Bishop Curry, the first African
American elected Presiding Bishop in 2015.
Nevada’s new bishop most recently served
as Rector of St. Mark’s in Alexandria, Va.,
where she was a co-founder of Potomac
Episcopal, a collaboration of four churches
that banded together during the pandemic to
expand pastoral and missional work in the
nation’s capital.
Presiding Bishop Curry is known worldwide as a prophetic leader, particularly in
the areas of racial reconciliation, climate
change, evangelism, immigration policy, and
marriage equality. He is the author of five
books. The animating vision and message
of his ministry is Jesus of Nazareth and his
model of radical, sacrificial love.
The descendant of enslaved Africans,
Bishop Curry presided at the state funerals of
President George H.W. Bush and US Senator
John McCain in the Washington National
Cathedral. The Religion News Association
named him Newsmaker of the Year 2018. He
is a regular guest on national and international
media outlets.
*****

Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day,
Mardi Gras with festive eats,
specialty cocktails, gaming
promotions at Sahara Las Vegas
In honor of St. Patrick’s Day and Mardi
Gras, SAHARA Las Vegas offers delectable
holiday-inspired dishes and specials, as well
as featured cocktails available at CASBAR
Lounge. In addition, players won’t want
to miss out on becoming a member of the
Infinity Rewards program to take advantage
of the casino’s March gaming promotions.
Highlighted specials and promotions follow.
MARCH FEATURED BURGER
AT CHICKIE’S & PETE’S
Available from March 1 through 31, the
Guinness Burger will be offered for $18,
which includes an 8oz smashed burger patty,
Guinness balsamic glazed mushrooms, Swiss
cheese, lettuce and mustard aioli.
MARDI GRAS SPECIAL
AT CHICKIE’S & PETE’S
Available on March 1 from 11 a.m. to
10 p.m., the Shrimp Po’ Boy will be offered
for $25.
ST. PATRICK’S DAY SPECIALS
AT ZEFFER’S CAFÉ
Available on March 17 from 6 a.m. to
noon, the Corned Beef Skillet will be offered

for $17. Guest may also enjoy Lucky Charm
Pancakes for $14.
NATIONAL CHEESESTEAK DAY
AT CHICKIE’S & PETE’S
Available on March 24 from 11 a.m. to
10 p.m., guests may choose the classic or
chicken Philly Cheesesteak served with
Crabfries for $20.
MONTHLY SPECIALS
CASBAR Lounge
Featured Cocktails available in March
for $13:
—Sources Revealed — Source One
Vodka, cantaloupe syrup, lime juice and Red
Bull watermelon.
—Smokey Pomegranate Margarita —
Dos Hombres Joven Mezcal, pomegranate
liqueur, agave nectar and lime juice.
—It’s B.A.N.A.N.A.S. — Mount Gay
Eclipse Rum, amaretto, crème de banana,
pineapple juice and lemon bitters.
Birthday Kiosk Game
Infinity Rewards Members can swipe at
the kiosk during their birthday month for a
chance to receive prizes such as free slot play,
point grants and dining credits.
Infinity Rewards New Member Kicker
Upon signing up for a new card, all new
Infinity Rewards Members may earn points
for additional prizes including up to $150 in
free slot play.
Play to Earn a Chickie’s & Pete’s T-Shirt
Open to all Infinity Rewards Members
from March 1 through April 30 players may
receive one Chickie’s & Pete’s t-shirt by
earning either 500 base slot points or 500 tier
credits during the promotion. A maximum
of two Chickie’s & Pete’s t-shirts may be
earned per Infinity Rewards account during
the promotional period.
March Monday 10X Multiplier
Guests must swipe at the kiosk to redeem
this monthly multiplier. The promotion will
be available every Monday from March 7 to
28 from 12 a.m. to 11:59 p.m. Members will
receive 10X points on reels. To find more
great deals and promotions across the resort
and learn more about Infinity Rewards, visit
saharalasvegas.com.
*****
First Friday Healing & Wellness
You’re invited to a First Friday Healing
& Wellness Free Clinic. It’s a day-long event
with food trucks, community resources, holistic health care and exciting raffle prizes.
Call today for an appointment 702-8500249.
Vendors and Sponsors Welcome.
Limited Space Available.
If you have any questions about the event
or how to register please call anytime at 702850-0249.
Thank you for your attention, we look
forward to seeing you at your event.
*****
City Beat is a compilation of news and
views of our editorial and writing team, along
with reader submissions and topics. Readers
are invited to suggest a local topic or any
other items of interest.
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By Doug Dickerson
“If you are a leader, you should
never forget that everyone needs
encouragement.” — John Maxwell
As a young boy, he worked in a
factory but had an intense desire to
be a singer.
When he turned ten years old,
he took his first voice lesson which
procured a less than encouraging
remark from his teacher, “You can’t
sing. You haven’t any voice at all.
Your voice sounds like a wind in
the shutters.”
His mother, however, believed
that he could learn to sing. She was
very poor, but she hugged him and
said, “My boy, I’m going to make
every sacrifice to pay for your voice
lessons.”
Her encouragement and sacrifice
for her son proved to be invaluable.
He became known as one of the
world’s greatest singers. His name
is Enrico Caruso.
I’m always inspired by stories
like this. To think that the turning
point for a world-renowned singer
was the encouragement from one

DoUg DICkErsoN
person who believed in him when
others passed him over.
Think about your own story.
Who was it that inspired and challenged you to be your best and
pushed you to go further than you
thought possible?
I’m thankful for teachers who
helped me reclaim the confidence
I need to succeed in school due
to my struggle with dyslexia.
Without their understanding and

their encouragement to me to push
through and overcome my learning
challenges, I wouldn’t be where I
am today.
There are many benefits to encouraging those around you, but
here are three that stand out.
Encouragement pays
immediate dividends
In any given moment, a word of

BEHIND THE MIKE

M&M’s and the NFL

By Michael A. Aun
I know a little something about
addiction. I was addicted to food
and was determined to eat my way
into an early grave before I finally
addressed the issue.
We all need to eat, which made
my addiction harder to address.
Previously, I have written in this
column about how I solved my
issue with a bariatric bypass. I am
one of the few people who can say
I got part of my life back.
If you find yourself addicted to
other things, it might not be as easy
to address. This brings me to the
two areas of addiction about which
I feel most uncomfortable.
M & M’s has a new ad campaign
aimed at Gen-Z, who obviously
has issues with their old branding
model, a move that their website
calls a “more inclusive” change to
overhauling its roster of mascots.
Here’s a great idea. Why not
just call it what it is? Just name it a
diabetic starter kit. With respect to
free enterprise, I fully realize that
they are in business to make money.
What about the consequences of
their success? More sugar addiction?
Oh yeah, you can control what
you put in your mouth. Can you?
It is all about making more money. The NFL (often referred to as the
No Fun League) seem to be all in
on addicting everyone to gambling.
How much damage are they doing
to society… just to make sure they
make more money?
Oh yes… all the caveats are in
place. Tips to help you keep your
gambling fun. Know the game and
make sure you understand the odds
and the house edge… over the long
run the house always wins.
Make your plan and know how
much you are willing to lose and
how long you want to play, i.e.,
set your limits of time and money.
Right! That would work well if it
were true.
Know the risk, they preach gallantly. Know and respect tolerance
and risk. Does any addict weigh
the risk?
Another tip proponents espouse
is to team up with a friend to help
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each other stick to a personal betting plan. Yeah… and now you have
two people addicted to the promise
of easy wealth.
Never borrow money
to gamble.
Do not gamble money you cannot afford to lose. Seriously? Most
folks who are gambling do not think
about the odds, only the big payoff.
Another timely tip is to set up a
timer on your phone to keep track
of time spent betting. Sure, it will
be like a reminder to “take another
shot” at the big bucks.
Balance your gambling with
other activities is another suggestion. Why not eat M & M’s while
you go about your gambling, losing
the kid’s tuition money or worse

yet, this month’s rent?
Treat gambling like entertainment and not a way to make money.
Sure, every addict is only going to
see entertainment as entertainment
while losing the farm on a stupid
bet.
Another suggestion is to take a
break when gambling is no longer
fun. Take a break, in most addict’s
minds, is they cannot lay their
hands on another dime to toss into
the mess they have made of their
lives.
A final tip… ”Hope to win but
expect to lose. Remember: you are
playing to have a good time —
never chase your losses.” By their
definition, the house always wins.
You can never beat the house no
matter how much regulation you
apply to the situation. It can and
will result in financial ruin, legal
problems, loss of career and the
worst penalty of all- even suicide.
It is estimated that about 3 percent of our population experience a
gambling problem each year. How
many more people must ruin their
lives before the NFL’s and the M &
M’s of the world realize the harm
they are causing?
*****
Michael Aun is a syndicated columnist and writes a weekly column
for this newspaper. To contact Michael Aun go to www.aunline.com.

encouragement is the boost a friend
or colleague needs. Without your
knowledge, encouragement can be
a game-changer for someone who
may have felt like giving up and
throwing in the towel.
Never underestimate the power
of encouragement at the moment
in which it was given. It may not
seem like all that much to you at
the time, but it could make all the
difference in the world to the one
who just received it.
Encouragement
creates margins
Have you ever had those times
when you just felt stuck? You were
in that funk and it was like your
head was in a cloud. I know I have.
Many times. When I look back, I
can see where it was a word of encouragement snapped me out of it.
It caused me to look at my circumstances from a different perspective
and try another way.
Your word of encouragement
may be all it takes for someone else
to find new margins they need.

Encouragement creates
a boomerang effect
There’s an old saying, “What
goes around, comes around,” and
that is especially true with encouragement. Every leader worth his
or her salt is an encouragement to
those around them. It’s in a leader’s
DNA.
While it’s never about what you
get in return, every word of encouragement you give as a leader has a
boomerang effect and comes back
around in positive ways in your
own life.
Final Thoughts
By our words and actions, we are
either building or destroying. As a
leader, let me admonish you to see
the best in others, believe the best in
others, and speak words of encouragement to those around you. When
you do, everyone benefits.
Doug Dickerson is a syndicated
columnist. He writes a weekly column for this newspaper. To contact
Doug Dickerson go to www.dougdickerson.net.
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Social Security awareneSS

Your guide to Medicare coverage

Here’s how to enroll, take advantage of Medicare benefits and figure out how much it costs.

By Emily Brandon
U.S. News
Most retirees receive health
insurance through Medicare, the
federal government’s health insurance program for people age 65 and
older. To maximize the value of the
health plan, take care to sign up at
the correct time and take advantage
of the free and low-cost services
Medicare provides. Here’s when to
enroll in Medicare and how much
you can expect to pay for benefits
and services.
What is Medicare?
Medicare is a government health
insurance program for people
age 65 and older. Medicare Part
A covers hospital care and hospice. Medicare Part B is medical
insurance that pays for doctor’s
visits and preventive and outpatient care. Medicare Part C or
Medicare Advantage Plans are an
alternative to original Medicare in
which private insurance companies
pay for Medicare approved and
sometimes other services, but with
different prices and restrictions than
original Medicare. Medicare Part
D provides prescription drug coverage. Retirees can also purchase
Medicare supplemental policies
called Medigap to pay for original
Medicare’s out-of-pocket costs
and additional services Medicare
doesn’t cover.
Medicare age.
Retirees can first enroll in Medicare during a seven-month window
that begins three months before
the month you turn 65. Sign up at
the beginning of this period if you
want coverage to begin the month
you turn 65. If you miss the initial
enrollment period, you can sign
up between Oct. 15 and Dec. 7 for
coverage that will begin July 1, but
you will be charged late enrollment
penalties for as long as you have
Medicare. “Late enrollment penalties from Medicare can be longterm,” says Anna Maria Chávez,
executive vice president and chief
growth officer at the National
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Council on Aging. “You don’t want
to have to worry about higher costs,
just because you didn’t act when
you became eligible at 65.” If you
delay Medicare enrollment because
you or your spouse is still working
at a job with group health insurance,
sign up within eight months of leaving the employer or health plan in
order to avoid the penalty.
Medicare enrollment.
Social Security beneficiaries
are often automatically enrolled
in Medicare Parts A and B, with
coverage starting the month they
turn 65. (If your birthday falls on
the first of the month, coverage will
start at the beginning of the prior
month.) Medicare cards are mailed
out to most Social Security beneficiaries three months before their
65th birthday, and Medicare Part B
premiums are withheld from Social
Security payments. However, you
will need to actively sign up if you
want prescription drug coverage,
a Medicare supplemental policy
or a Medicare Advantage plan.
Workers who haven’t signed up for
Social Security will need to enroll
in Medicare and pay the premiums
out of pocket in order to receive
coverage. You can sign up online
at socialsecurity.gov, by phone at
1-800-772-1213, or at your local
Social Security office.
Once enrolled, you can review
your coverage and make changes
each year between Jan. 1 and March
31. “In general, people should shop
every year and decide whether

their prescription drug plan and
Medicare Advantage plan is best
for them,” says Leslie Fried, senior
director of the Center for Benefits
Access at the National Council on
Aging. “Look at your drug costs
and provider network and make
sure the plan still works for you.”
Medicare premiums.
Medicare beneficiaries have to
pay premiums and a variety of other
out-of-pocket costs. Most retirees
don’t pay a premium for Medicare
Part A, but there is a $1,340 deductible in 2020 and additional charges
for long hospital stays. Most beneficiaries pay the standard Medicare
Part B premium of $134 per month
in 2020, but higher income retirees
pay more. “If your income is at least
$85,000 or more, then you pay the
income related premium, which is
indexed and rises with income,”
says Tricia Neuman, director of the
Program on Medicare Policy at the
Kaiser Family Foundation. Medi-

care Part B has a $183 deductible in
2020, after which beneficiaries are
generally responsible for 20 percent
of the cost of most doctor’s services. The premium for Medicare
Part D prescription drug coverage
varies depending on the plan you
select. The average Medicare Part
D premium is $33.50 per month in
2020, and plans can charge deductibles of up to $405. Many retirees
select Medicare supplemental insurance plans that cover some of
these cost-sharing requirements in
exchange for a monthly payment.
Most workers also pay into
Medicare throughout their lifetime.
Employees contribute 1.45 percent
of their earnings to the Medicare
program, and companies match that
amount. Self-employed workers
pay 2.9 percent of their earnings
into the system. There’s an additional 0.9 percent tax on income
above $200,000 for individuals and
$250,000 for couples.

Medicare coverage.
Medicare helps to cover the
costs of health emergencies and
chronic conditions, but also can be
used to help maintain good health.
Once you sign up for Medicare,
remember to take advantage of the
free preventive services, such as an
annual wellness doctor’s office visit, flu shot and screenings for certain
conditions. It’s also important to
know what Medicare doesn’t cover,
such as dental care, eyeglasses and
hearing aids, so you can budget for
these items.
Emily Brandon is the senior
editor for Retirement at U.S. News.
She has been writing about retirement and aging issues for over a
decade. Her best retirement tips
are collected in the new book
“Pensionless: The 10-Step Solution
for a Stress-Free Retirement”. You
can contact her on Twitter, circle
her on Google+ or email her at
ebrandon@usnews.com.

Eight ways to optimize retirement travel

Stretch your travel dollars and see more of the world while you have your health.
By Craig Stephens
U.S. News
Retirement is the ideal time to
set off on extended travel adventures that weren’t possible during
your working years. But most
retirees will be traveling on a fixed
income. As such, it’s important to
find ways to stretch your travel
dollars. Luckily, having more time
on your hands makes it easier to
spend less on adventures while
still experiencing your bucket list
destinations to their fullest.
Travel savings strategies deployed by youthful backpackers
can also be utilized by retirees
without sacrificing comfort. Some
of these strategies include utilizing travel rewards and traveling
for longer periods of time than a
typical vacation. Start your travels
soon after retirement to capitalize
on your energy and good health.
Here are eight ways to optimize
retirement travel:
1. Slow travel.
Slow travel is a logical method
of travel for retirees, because it
requires more time and less money.
Instead of taking vacations with
firm begin and end dates and tight
itineraries, slow travelers stay longer wherever they go and soak in
the details and eccentricities of each
destination. Extended stays allow
for lower-cost accommodations
and fewer transportation expenses,
thereby increasing the value of your
travel dollar.
Slow travel is a great way to
experience a city or town. The
extra time allows you to avoid the
tourist traps and learn where the
locals eat. You might even make a
few friends. You’ll develop a better
understanding of the destination
and its people, making for a more
personally rewarding experience.
When you feel like you’ve experienced enough, move on to the
next town.
2. RVing.
Recreational vehicles are a
good choice for driving around
the U.S. to visit national parks and
the cities and towns that make our
country so unique and beautiful.

RVs are available in a wide range
of comforts and costs, so retirees
can travel in their preferred style.
Though RVs require a significant
upfront cost, extended road trips
become less expensive each day
as the cost of accommodation is
low. The best thing about RVing is
you’ll enjoy the journey as much as
each destination. RV campsites and
facilities catering to road warriors
are common around the U.S., so
there’s always a welcoming place
to park your mobile home.
3. Extended city visits.
Have you ever wondered what
it would be like to live in Copenhagen or Buenos Aires? It’s gotten
easier to book extended stays in
the world’s greatest cities through
online services such as Airbnb.
Instead of staying in a hotel, Airbnb hosts often give significant
discounts to longer-term visitors to
avoid vacancies and reduce maintenance costs. You can find a quaint
little street in a walkable neighborhood or something cheaper on the
outskirts of town. Consider taking
language lessons and sticking
around for a few months while you

live like a local. However, make
sure you know the visa limitations
of the country before booking your
extended stay.
4. Train travel.
Train travel is a comfortable and
scenic way to explore the globe.
Europe and Asia offer some of the
most convenient and exciting journeys, which can be optimized with
the right train passes. The Eurail
is a flexible multi-ride pass that
isn’t just for college graduates on
a summer fling before starting their
first job. Eurail passes are available
in several varieties, so find the one
that’s right for you. The conglomerate of rail systems includes 28
different countries.
Another classic train route is
the Trans-Siberian Railway. Utilize
this route to travel overland from
St. Petersburg, Russia, all the way
to Beijing, China. It’s a well-worn
rail ride through a fascinating part
of the world. Plan a scenic stop at
Lake Baikal or Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, along the route to maximize
your experience.
5. Book multiple tours.
If you’re flying a great distance

to take a tour in one of your bucket
list destinations, maximize the value of your flight costs by booking
multiple tours. The optimal way to
do this is to fly to a global hub city
from which you can tour different
cultures and destinations. Cities
such as Bangkok, Thailand, Quito,
Ecuador, and Paris, France, are
all excellent launching points for
tours to nearby sites and countries.
Be sure to add a few extra days
on arrival and before departure so
that you can enjoy the hub city and
avoid any tight timelines.
6. Round-the-world flights.
Round-the-world flights are an
efficient way to explore the globe.
For one price, round-the-world
flights allow for a set number of
flight segments or miles depending
on the type and price of your ticket.
These tickets come with several
rules about stopovers, reservations
and booking restrictions, so they
lack flexibility at times. But as
long as you follow the guidelines,
it’s an efficient way to visit many
destinations. Tickets are usually
good for a year’s time, so you can
slowly circumnavigate the globe,

leaving room for extended stays and
lengthy side excursions. The two
main airline alliances that provide
round-the-world tickets are Star
Alliance and Oneworld. You can
book directly on their websites or
through a third party.
7. Retirement cruises.
Why retire in one place when
you could spend your retirement
cruising across the globe? Some
cruise lines make accommodations
for retirees who wish to stay on
for multiple embarkments. For
example, the cruise line, Oceania,
offers 180-day cruises that visit
over 30 countries. These cruises
appear expensive at first, but when
compared to everyday living expenses at home, they might fit into
a reasonable budget. Long-term
cruising may not be right for those
with frequent family responsibilities or significant medical needs,
but active retirees searching for
adventure and comfort may find
their paradise at sea.
8. Travel rewards.
Travel rewards are the points
and miles you earn from credit card
sign up bonuses, regular spending
and frequent flying and hotel stays.
By strategically signing up for
certain credit cards and spending
according to the bonus offer guidelines, you can earn significant travel
rewards, which empower you to
save money on flights and hotels.
Savvy savers can focus on earning
rewards during their working years
to amass points for use in retirement. Several websites provide
guidance on which credit cards
are best for the flights and hotels
you are most likely to use. But do
careful research before signing up.
There may be a minimum amount
you need to spend to earn the rewards and restrictions on when you
can use them.
*****
Craig Stephens is a blogger at
Retire Before Dad where he writes
about investing, personal finance
and travel. He aims to retire at age
55, one year earlier than his Dad
did. You can follow him on Twitter
@RetireBeforeDad.
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What You
Need To
Know
By Dr Nina Radcliff

What You Eat Can
Help You Manage
Stress and Anxiety

By Dr. Nina Radcliff, MD
If you think “that” helping
of fries, potato chips, or special
comfort food will help you as you
manage your days, deadlines and
stress — think again!! Facts are
that poor eating habits can actually
worsen your mood while compromising your health physically and
mentally. The lie most people believe about food is that it can’t hurt
you. But the truth is, everything you
consume is either building you up,
healing you or hurting you.
It’s not a matter of opinion or belief. It is a matter of fact. Food that
has low nutritional value, typically
produced in the form of packaged
foods needing little or no preparation (also known as junk food)
— along with fried, processed and
sugary foods — has ill effects with
every bite. Physically, consuming
these types of foods increase risks
for heart disease, stroke, certain
cancers, Type 2 diabetes, excess
weight, obesity-related illnesses
while also affecting mental health.
Along with how active you are,
the relationships you have, and the
environments you are exposed to,
what you eat is one of the most
powerful influences on you physically and mentally. And many
people who want “to feel better”
just don’t understand there are clear
and important connections between
your brain and gut.
Recent research helps illuminate
the role food plays in influencing
your mood. Your mind has special
nerve cells, connections, and tiny
molecules that send signals and in
unison your brain and gut help you
think and solve problems while also
impacting your feelings, emotions,
and mood.
Eating well-balanced snacks
and meals at regular intervals while
avoiding or minimizing certain
foods, helps you to boost your
mental abilities and mood as well
as manage stress while decreasing
your chances of developing generalized anxiety disorder and certain
mood disorders (e.g., depression,
bipolar). And, it can also be part of
an overall treatment plan if you do
have them.
Emerging fields of nutritional
medicine are confirming that the
food you eat and what you drink
directly affects the structure of your
digestive tract, the function of your
brain, and, ultimately, your mood
and emotions. Bottom line, eating
good food and drinking water promotes not just your physical, but
also your mental health.
There are a great variety of
healthy foods to incorporate in
your diet (and too, to avoid) that
will benefit your mental health and
help maximize your overall health
and wellbeing—even change your
health — in a very short amount
of time.
Enjoying a wide variety of
vegetables, fruits, nuts, seeds,
wholegrain cereals, legumes, lowfat dairy, lean meat and oily fish,
for instance, is linked to reductions
in mood swings, depression and
anxiety. Conversely, the opposite
holds true for a diet based on foods
high in refined sugar or saturated
fats, processed foods, or involves
high intakes of caffeine or alcohol.
Sugary items
Whether it is food or drink,
sugary items are quickly absorbed
through your intestines into your
bloodstream, causing blood sugar
levels to skyrocket. This, then,
stimulates a spike in the hormone
insulin which moves sugar from
the bloodstream into your cells to
be used as fuel. The result is a drop
in blood sugar levels which can
leave us feeling anxious, jittery,
tense, and irritable — and not only
craving for something sweet to
restore the fuel supply of sugar, but
also leads to a roller coaster ride of
emotions.
Avoiding or limiting sugary

foods and drinks can help stabilize
your blood sugar levels throughout
the day. To satisfy a sweet craving,
reach for a piece of fruit. Although
it contains sugar, it also contains
fiber which slows down sugar absorption and you do not see sudden
spikes in blood sugar levels. And
also watch out for refined carbohydrates found in processed items
like white bread, rice, and pasta,
some cereals, ketchup, and salad
dressings as well as sugary drinks
like alcohol, soda, and fruit juices.
Omega-3 fatty acids
These are essential nutrients,
meaning compounds the body
needs, but cannot make on its own.
They are structural components
of our brain cells, play a role in
nerve signaling, and have powerful
anti-inflammatory capabilities. It
makes good sense, and the science
seems to support, that omega-3 deficiencies can contribute to anxious
states, depression, and memory
issues. Make sure to incorporate
fatty fish (e.g., salmon, mackerel,
sardines), soybeans, and high-fat
plant foods such as nuts (e.g.,
walnuts) and chia and flax seeds to
ensure adequate intake.
Eat a balanced breakfast
Not eating soon after waking
creates hunger and plunging blood
sugar levels which are stressful and
result in the release of stress hormones that evoke an anxious state.
You may find yourself jittery, on
edge, unable to focus, and agitated.
Make sure to consume a balanced
breakfast that consists of complex
carbohydrates, healthy fats, and
protein such as eggs, Greek yogurt,
fruit, or steel-cut oats. And, avoid
the trap of carb-filled items such
as croissants, muffins, and bagels

that can cause a blood sugar level
roller coaster. Breaking the fast
after awakening, provides your
body with much needed energy and
nutrients.
B Complex Vitamins
Vitamins B6, B12, and folate
play important roles in controlling
emotions and improving sleep
(critical to a calm mind). Vitamin
B6 helps make the neurotransmitter
serotonin, sometimes called the
“happy chemical,” because it contributes to wellbeing and happiness.
Studies show that people who suffer
from anxiety and depression are
folate deficient. Whole grains, red
meat, poultry, eggs, dairy products,
legumes, and dark, leafy veggies
are rich sources of B vitamins.
Vitamin C
An antioxidant, this vitamin
defends your cells from damage
caused by potentially harmful
molecules known as free radicals
that have the potential to cause
neuropsychological issues. Science
shows that Vitamin C deficiencies
are linked to anxious states, stress,
depression and fatigue. Enriching
your diet with foods rich in Vitamin
C may be useful for the prevention
and reduction of anxiety. They
include oranges, green peppers,
strawberries, broccoli, kiwi, brussels sprouts, and kale.
Fermented foods
While not entirely understood,
improving the bacteria in our guts
is linked to reduced anxiety. Fermented foods contain beneficial
bacteria that keep dangerous and
disease-causing bacteria at bay.
Yes, there are “good” bacteria,
believed to decrease inflammation
in our bodies, enhance the effects
of calming molecules in our brain,
or stabilize the vagus nerve that

extends from our brain to our heart,
lungs, and stomach and keeps our
heart rate, breathing, and food
digestion constant and controlled.
Make sure to include non-fat yogurt, kefir, sauerkraut, pickles and
pickled foods, miso, and tempeh to
improve your gut bacteria.
Tryptophan
An amino acid that must be
attained through what we eat, it is
a precursor of serotonin synthesis.
Because serotonin is involved in
the regulation of mood and anxiety,
low brain serotonin levels may contribute to an increase in depression
and anxiety. Thus, dietary sources
of tryptophan such as seeds (chia,
sesame, sunflower, flax), nuts
(cashew, pistachio, almonds), soy,
cheese (parmesan, cheddar, mozzarella, Swiss, gouda), meat (roast
beef, ground pork, chicken, turkey),
fish (salmon, mackerel, cod), and
shellfish (lobster, clams, shrimp,
oysters, scallops) are essential for
good mental health and wellbeing.
Vitamin D
Insufficient levels of this vitamin have been linked to anxiety disorders. Human skin can synthesize
large amounts of vitamin D when
exposed to sunlight. Just 15 minutes
of sunlight can get you what you
need. Additionally, fortified foods,
cheese, and egg yolk can help you
to attain Vitamin D.
Selenium
Selenium is a powerful antioxidant that helps prevent cell damage.
And, low levels of this essential
mineral are linked to anxiety, depression, and fatigue. Ensuring that
you get your daily recommended
dose may improve these conditions
by reducing inflammation which is
often heightened in anxiety. Selenium-rich foods include seafood,

shellfish, nuts, seeds, lean means,
whole grains, beans and legumes.
Zinc
This mineral is needed to make
neurotransmitters such as serotonin,
norepinephrine, GABA, and dopamine that play important roles in
your emotions, pleasure, calm, and
stress response. A number of other
nutrient-rich foods previously mentioned are high in zinc: shellfish,
legumes, dairy, seeds, nuts, eggs,
and whole grains.
Magnesium
Inadequate magnesium lowers
the level of serotonin in our brains.
Almonds, spinach, quinoa, dark
chocolate, legumes, avocados,
seeds, nuts, and edamame are
chock-filled with this mineral.
Of course, too, avoid consuming
too much salt, caffeine, trans fats,
alcohol, nicotine, and processed
foods.
Bottom line, what you consume
is meant to nourish you by providing vital building blocks, vitamins,
minerals, and other nutrients that
fuel your body and mind in order
to function optimally. We have the
powerful ability to optimize our
health — not only physical but also
mental health — by consuming a
regular, well-balanced diet.
*****
This article is for general information only and should not be
used for the diagnosis or treatment
of medical conditions and cannot
substitute for the advice from your
medical professional. Dr. Nina has
used all reasonable care in compiling the current information but
it may not apply to you and your
symptoms. Always consult a doctor
or other health care professional
for diagnosis and treatment of
medical conditions.
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Like animals, fungi derive energy by breaking down large molecules into smaller compounds.
They do so by secreting enzymes
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intend to consume, and then absorbing the byproducts of this digestion
process.
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a technique known as mycoremediation.
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