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Judge’s action above the law
By Alexandra Cohen
Las Vegas Tribune
The court drama began in New
Hampshire when a family Trust was
being misappropriated by the then
Trustee of the Trust, submitting
fraudulent bank records.
At one time, brother and sister
were co-trustees of the family Trust
— until 2008, when the mother
made an amendment to the Trust
making the sister the sole Trustee.
After the mother died, the sister, Wanda Feeley, flew to New
Hampshire and withdrew all the
money from the New Hampshire
bank’s account and brought it to Las
Vegas where she lived and proceeded to withdraw from that bank
account.
Wanda paid her car payment, her
mortgage, educational expenses for
her high-school daughter and many
other things unrelated to the trust,
explained her brother, Clark Feeley,
who later on the court named
Trustee of the family Trust when
Wanda was removed, for cause, as

My Point
of View
By Rolando Larraz

First was Senator Ted Cruz,
when he announced his intention of
running for president of this great
nation, and now there is “Daddy
Dear” doing the same disservice to
the American people. No wonder
Ted Cruz only has five percent in
the polls.
In March of this year a Las Vegas Tribune editorial highlighted
part of the senator’s speech and
used part of it as the editorial topic.
“I want to ask each of you to
imagine: imagine millions of courageous conservatives, all across
America, rising up together to say
in unison, ‘We demand our liberty.’
Really? we asked. Our response
was very clear when we opened
everyone’s eyes to Cruz.
We have no idea how long it’s
been since the illustrious senator arrived in this nation from Canada,
but shouldn’t he have known that
people here have been demanding
liberty for a very long time? People
all over this nation — people who
have finally been freed from prison
after doing eighteen, twenty,
twenty-eight or thirty years for a
crime they did not commit.
Just in Nevada alone there are
people doing time as political prisoners for crimes they did not commit.
People like Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Officer Ron
Mortensen, who is paying for a
crime committed by another police
officer, Chris Brady, who has the
benefit of having an influential father.
Kirstin Lobato, the woman who
was sent to prison at the age of 18,
and has been in prison for over a
decade because the judge in the case
did not allow the jury to learn that
she was not physically in Las Vegas when the crime was committed, is still doing time in prison because the District Attorney refuses
to allow the DNA test that would
prove her innocence.
People like Donovan Joseph: A
DNA test proved that he was not
involved with the woman that the
DA alleged he intended to sexually
attack — but the results were not
used in court; and the district
attorney’s office paid for plane tickets and hotel accommodations for
that woman’s parents and several of
her friends, and yet they never testified during the trial.
And many others are doing life
in prison just to please someone
with power, or some capricious
elected officials.
(See My Point of View, Page 2)

Clark Feeley with his mother

Trustee due to misappropriations
and bank fraud. After many requests
to provide documents and bank
records, Clark Feeley had to sue his
sister to get access to them, along
with the house, and nine other properties in New Hampshire, which
were mentioned in the Nevada law
asking for access to the records.
While talking to the Las Vegas
Tribune, Clark Feeley explained
that the house was never an issue,
and in fact the house was in a separate trust. “The money that my sister has misappropriated was from a
separate trust,” explained Clark.
The Nevada Judge in the case —
now retired Judge Allan Earl — dictated, right after naming Clark
Feeley Trustee, that the sister
Wanda’s attorney, Howard Roitman
of Las Vegas, contact a broker in
NH and sell the house so he could
get paid.
The house in question has been
in the Feeley family for fifty years
on the exclusive shores of Lake
Winnipesaukee, in the town of

Wolfeboro, with famous neighbors
like Mitt Romney and Bill Marriott
of the Marriott hotels, and none of
the family members wanted to sell
it.
Nevada judge Allan Earl exceeded his jurisdiction when ordering the sale of the house in New
Hampshire to pay the non-prevailing attorney in a Nevada court case.
When Clark learned what Judge
Earl dictated be done, he flew home
to New Hampshire and sold the
house for cash, exceeding the price
of $400,000 that lawyers were going to list the house for — a house
that was appraised for $1.2 million.
To protect the corpus of the trust,
Clark Freely, at the suggestion of
the Bank Manager, Travis Carlone
of Peoples United Bank, obtained
a cashier’s check in the amount of
$1.340,000 as an inalienable protection against any source of attack,
including Judge Earl’s illegitimate
court order.
The court drama began when a
(See Court Drama, Page 4)

Planned Parenthood bill blocked: For
GOP, abortion as national issue is tricky

Abortion as a GOP issue has often backfired in a country that is consistently split on the issue. On
Monday, Democrats prevented a bill that would have defunded Planned Parenthood from moving forward.
By Francine Kiefer
Christian Science Monitor
WASHINGTON — Republicans are hoping that revulsion over
a series of stealth videos featuring
Planned Parenthood will swing the
politics of abortion in their favor.
On Monday, the Senate took up

a GOP bill to strip the women’s
health-care provider of its $500
million in annual federal funding.
Democrats blocked the bill from
moving forward, but it was a chance
for Republicans to go on record
with their support for the idea. Conservative Republicans warn they

could attach a defunding rider to
must-pass legislation in the fall,
threatening a government shutdown.
Social
conservatives,
marginalized over gay marriage,
have been looking for every opportunity they can to put forward their

antiabortion agenda, a core value
for them. They’ve made steady inroads at the state level, bringing the
number of enacted state restrictions
on abortion to 282 in the past five
years, according to the Guttmacher
Institute.
(See Planned Parenthood, Page 6)

Top 10 Republican debate participants

COMMENTS ON DEBATE ENCOURAGED AT LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE

The Top Ten Leading Republican Candidates’ debate is set for 6-8 p.m. on Thursday, Aug. 6 on
FOX. View the debate and make comments in person at 716 S. 10th Street, or tune in to
RadioTribune.com at 8 p.m. after the debate to voice your comments. Call-in line is 702-983-0711.

FROM THE DESK OF GORDON MARTINES

Corruption is a Drug; the LVMPD is Addicted
By Gordon Martines
The LVMPD upper administration is nothing more than a group
of “Corruption Junkies” who for
years have done nothing more than
slowly siphon money from the taxpayers’ trough while also personally extorting monies from suspected drug dealers and mules, all
to line their own pockets.

Some of the tools they use are
phony (not really trained for the
job) narcotics dogs, which contribute to the mere “dog and pony show
tactics” used as probable cause instruments to legitimize unlawful
search and seizure tactics on vehicles and U.S. mailed packages,
such as UPS.
There is a current class action

lawsuit in progress, brought on by
Nevada Highway Patrol Troopers,
and litigation is now in progress in
Reno, NV, to expose and prosecute
all those complicit in this corrupt
scandal/scheme. The mainstream
media has elected not to publicize
this lawsuit on orders of their masters, so that nobody will notice, and
to prevent others from filing a law-

suit for false arrest and Fourth
Amendment violations. Nevertheless, this lawsuit in ongoing and
involves the NHP, LVMPD, DEA,
and NDI, as they all profited from
the seizure of money, dope, property allegedly used in the transportation, possession, and sale of Narcotics. The LVMPD is more
(See From the Desk, Page 5)
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My Point of View
(Continued from Page 1)
In his speech Senator Cruz
talked about businesses growing
and prospering as if it is so easy in
Nevada to be a successful small
business when one does not have
the help of the government or does
not allow someone to control that
business when he said, “Instead of
small businesses going out of business in record numbers, imagine
small businesses growing and prospering. Imagine young people coming out of school with four, five, six
job offers.”
Our response was very clear and
straight to the point as ever. “Maybe
we could, if the RINO governor of
the State of Nevada did not want to
raise the state business license fees
for those who are not in a position
to pay that astronomical fee to op-
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erate in the city or the county.”
And then the good senator, who
knows nothing about his father’s
country of origin, started talking
about Cuba and the alleged dictatorial government that influenced
the Fidel Castro Revolution.
In his speech Senator Cruz mentioned the dictatorial regime of
President Fulgencio Batista, as if it
was important to those who want
to hear the person hoping to lead
this country for the next four or
eight years making the country better than what it is today.
Now comes Daddy Dear, the
Reverend Rafael Cruz, obviously a
follower of communism by convenience — of Fidel Castro and his
gang of losers and criminals, not
revolutionaries that destroyed the
best country of all times, the island
of Cuba.
Reverend Cruz, on the Heidi
Harris radio show, mentioned the
dictatorial regime before Castro and
makes me believe that he was subscribed to Bohemia Magazine since
he mentioned the 20,000 murders
committed by Batista’s government
after Batista left Cuba. As it turned
out, the magazine’s owner, Miguel
Angel Quevedo, while living in
Venezuela as a political exile, admitted that the magazine was wrong
by publishing such innuendos as
facts.
And today I ask the same question to the good Reverend: What
has Cuban politics to do with his
son being at the bottom of the list
of those who want to become the
next president of this nation?

Why did Reverend Cruz not
mention that Fidel Castro was imprisoned by the Cuban government
for attacking a military fort and killing innocent people?
Why did Reverend Cruz not
mention that while Fidel Castro was
incarcerated for his crimes he was
treated like royalty, and in his cell
he had a private telephone line, a
library and a television set, compliments of the dictatorial regime that
he was pretending to attack while
other inmates were not treated the
same?
Why were Fidel Castro, Raul
Castro, Che Guevara, Camilo
Cienfuegos, Efigenio Almejeira,
Hubert Matos, Humberto Solis
Marin (the creator of the firing
squad), Pedro Luis Diaz Land,
Mario Chanes de Armas and many,
many other associates of the Castro
gang, not arrested, and they all got
to live or die of natural causes?
Some are alive in Miami or some
other city in the United States of
America, and some were killed by
Fidel’s firing squad — not by the
Batista regime.
What the good Reverend forgot
to tell Heidi Harris is that under
Batista’s regime the Cuban money
was worth two pennies more than
the American dollar; he forgot to tell
Heidi Harris’ audience that under
“Batista’s horrible dictatorship”
Cuba was the number one country
in Latin America, and Cuba was a
faithful ally of the United States
while the American government
betrayed the allied country of Cuba
by taking the arms that Cuba had

bought from the allied country of
the United States of America and
then given to Fidel Castro by the
Guantanamo Bay Base, the same
Guantanamo Bay Base that Cuba
now wants to take back.
I believe that if Senator Ted Cruz
is dreaming of becoming a president contender in the American
presidential race, he needs to become more American and forget
about his father’s country and relationship with the Cuban Commu-

nist regime. Cruz should be the one
doing the talking and tell his father
to stick to his prayers and leave his
campaigning alone.
My name is Rolando Larraz, and
as always, I approved this column.
Rolando Larraz is Editor in
Chief of the Las Vegas Tribune. His
column appears weekly in this
newspaper. To contact Rolando
Larraz,
email
him
at:
Rlarraz@lasvegastribune.com or
at 702-272-4634.
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Quote of the Week:

“We don’t yet know, above all,
what the world might be like if
children were to grow up without
being subjected to humiliation, if
parents would respect them and
take them seriously as people.”
—Alice Miller

Please Note:

Although the Las Vegas Tribune
is open to all and sundry opinions about what we publish, we
wish to inform all those who
choose to submit their opinions
in writing to refrain from threatening anyone about whom an article is written or the writer of
the article. In other words, any
opinions containing threats will
not be published. We thank you
for adhering to this policy.

MISSION
STATEMENT

We search for the truth, embrace the truth, and print the truth.
If we inadvertently print something that is not true, we will let
our readers know. We are open to
documented information to shed
light on any issue of concern to
our readers. We are of service to
our community, and it is our intention to serve our community
the best way we can.

RECEIVE A FREE COPY OF THE LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE EVERY WEEK!
To receive a complimentary link to every new issue of the Las Vegas Tribune, please send
an email to circulation@lasvegastribune.com and give us the email address where you
would like your copy sent. We look forward to having you as a subscriber to our publication.
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DMV reports wait times are dropping
“One of the most important innovations of Southern Nevada
Strong has been the regional collaboration that occurred to put this
plan together,” said City of
Henderson Councilwoman and
RTC Vice Chair Debra March.
“SNS received an incredible response from the community and we
are so excited to see the RTC, along
with the regional partners administer the regional plan and implement
its recommendations.”
The Las Vegas Business Press
presents the “Green Award” to leading businesses, executives, innovators and green campaigners from
across Southern Nevada to highlight how these pioneers are driving the emergence of sustainable
new business models and technologies.
*****
DMV’s decision suspend remote
access to its queue systems in four
Las Vegas offices and Reno is
showing positive results in just the
first few days, according to DMV
Director Troy Dillard.
“Early results indicate we are
moving in the right direction,” said
Dillard. “We did not take this decision lightly, understanding that
many of our customers found the
remote access to DashPass very
helpful.”
The reductions in wait times at
the five metropolitan offices since
the recent changes are as follows:
—Las Vegas Sahara: For the two
weeks prior to the change, the average daily wait time was 112 minutes. The average wait time is now
41 minutes. A savings of 71 minutes per customer with an average
customer volume of 1,249 per day,
or the equivalent of 1,478 hours of
customer time not spent waiting in
DMV queues.
—Las Vegas Flamingo: The average wait time was 125 minutes
and is now 80 minutes. A savings
of 45 minutes per customer with an
average customer volume of 1,418
per day, or the equivalent of 1,064
hours of customer time not spent
waiting in DMV queues.
—Las Vegas Decatur: The average wait time was 123 minutes and
is now 82 minutes. A savings of 41
minutes per customer with an average customer volume of 1,131 per
day, or the equivalent of 773 hours
of customer time not spent waiting
in DMV queues.
—Las Vegas Henderson: The
average wait time was 138 minutes
and is now 76 minutes. A savings
of 62 minutes per customer with an
average customer volume of 1,110
per day, or the equivalent of 1,147
hours of customer time not spent
waiting in DMV queues.
—Reno Galletti: The average
daily wait time was 132 minutes
and is now 93 minutes. A savings
of 39 minutes per customer with an
average customer volume of 872
per day, or the equivalent of 567
hours of customer time not spent
waiting in DMV queues.
In total, the changes in the queue
system have reduced customer
waits by 5,029 hours per day. It has
also improved access to parking and
reduced overtime being paid to
DMV staff that was processing
transactions for customers late into
the evenings, according to Dillard.
Dillard said even with the wait
time reductions, the agency continues to struggle with a supply versus demand challenge.

“We still have more customer
demand on a daily basis than we
have service capacity. However, the
75 new positions that were approved by the legislature this year
will help increase our service capacity and further reduce wait
times,” said Dillard.
The positions have been filled
and the new staff will be completing training in August. They will be
staffing windows in September.
Additionally, the DMV is planning to deploy an appointment system as early as this fall. The appointment system will require customers who have made appointments in advance to check in at a
DMV office once they arrive, which
will prevent no-shows from impacting wait times.
“We do not want to eliminate
options for our customers to better
manage their time in DMV
queues,” Dillard said.
Dillard said queue system vendor QLess, based in Pasadena, California, will continue operating the
agency’s queue system in all offices
it has been operating in and that remote access to DashPass will remain enabled at the agency’s rural
offices.
“We are working with our queuing partner, QLess, to help identify
ways to improve the customer experience,” said Dillard.
QLess CEO Alex Backer said
his company is committed to the
QLess-Nevada DMV partnership.
“We remain committed to our partnership and to providing Nevada
residents with the level of customer
service experience they deserve,”
he said. “We are working closely
with the agency to enhance the
queuing process and bring the most
innovative solutions on the market
to the residents of Nevada.
DashPass has already saved customers of the Nevada DMV more
than 366 years of waiting in line.
We look forward to many more to
come,” he added.
*****
RTC and Southern
Nevada Strong receive
‘Green Award’
The Regional Transportation
Commission of Southern Nevada
(RTC) was recognized on July 24,
2015 by the Las Vegas Business
Press for its green initiatives in the
public agency category. Presented
with the “Green Award,” the RTC
took home the trophy for its continued commitment to creating a
“quicker, cleaner, greener” Southern Nevada by transitioning its entire fleet to more compressed natu-

(Left photo) Las Vegas Business Press publisher Debbie Donaldson and
RTC Director of Planning Raymond Hess and (right photo) Donaldson
and City of Henderson Community Development and Services
Department Director and former Southern Nevada Strong former
Program Director Stephanie Garcia-Vause at Green Awards ceremony
on July 24, 2015.

ral gas (CNG) transit vehicles.
The RTC recently committed to
purchase up to 305 CNG vehicles
and become 100 percent CNGpowered by 2022. Transitioning its
entire transit fleet to CNG, including its Paratransit vehicles, has both
significant environmental and economic benefits. Operating at onethird the cost of a diesel-powered
vehicle, CNG vehicles cost approximately 65 cents per mile to
operate versus $1.50 per mile.
“We carry nearly 62 million passengers on our fixed-route vehicles
every year,” said Tina Quigley, RTC
general manager. “A transition to
CNG fleet is not only a benefit for
those who use our public transit system, but a transition to create a more
sustainable community for everyone in Southern Nevada.”
As a public agency that oversees
public transportation, traffic management, roadway design and construction funding, and transportation planning, the RTC is committed to promoting all modes of sustainable transportation.
In addition to the RTC’s win,
Southern Nevada Strong (SNS) received a ‘Green Award” in the innovation category. Southern
Nevada’s first federally recognized
regional plan, SNS is a collaborative blueprint for creating complete
communities that include increased
access to quality education, affordable housing, employment opportunities and viable transportation
choices. Earlier this year, the RTC
became the administrator of the
plan and is working with regional
partners on its implementation that
will ultimately improve Southern
Nevada’s quality of life and economic competitiveness.

Las Vegas Domino’s to hire
130 new employees
Twenty-six Domino’s stores
throughout Las Vegas are looking
to hire 130 new and enthusiastic
team members. All of the new positions offered are for part-time delivery drivers and full-time assistant
managers.
“We are excited to offer additional jobs throughout Las Vegas,”
said Kent Burgess, Domino’s director of corporate operations in Las
Vegas. “High-energy and positiveattitude leadership is our philosophy, and we’re in search of team
members who reflect that so we can
continue to do what we do best —
make great pizzas and deliver them
with exceptional service.”
The continued success of
Domino’s across the nation, and
specifically the growth and success
of the 26 corporate-owned stores in
Las Vegas, increases the need for
additional support from enthusiastic employees.
“Domino’s is a great place to
work,” said Burgess. “Our company truly provides a fantastic opportunity to those who show initiative and a desire to advance.
Whether you’re looking to grow
with the company or need a parttime job, Domino’s is the place to
be.”
Those who are interested in applying for a position should visit
jobs.dominos.com.

*****
Nevada’s school choice
scholarship program
is up and running
The well-deserved national
praise for SB302, which created the
nation’s best school choice program, has overshadowed the second
school-choice program that lawmakers created during the 2015
Legislative Session.
As part of his original education
agenda, Gov. Brian Sandoval proposed AB165, the Nevada Educational Choice Scholarship Program,
which gives firms tax credits for
funding scholarships.
AB165 passed weeks before
SB302. While the program is structurally well designed, it is capped
at $5 million a year with a 10 percent yearly escalator.
As the scholarships are worth up
to $7,755, in the first year the size
of the program is limited to about
650 children.
That doesn’t mean the program
shouldn’t be utilized, however.
Unlike with vouchers, in this
program parents and schools receive no money directly from government. Instead, nonprofits, commonly called Scholarship Granting
Organizations, receive donations
from businesses or private individuals, and the SGOs distribute those
funds as scholarships for private
schools.
*****
Award-winning teaching at a
Nevada Charter School
Did you know that all Nevada
students in grades 6-12 have access
to award-winning teaching at Leadership Academy of Nevada
(LANV)? On May 5, 2014, the
United States Distance Learning
Association (USDLA) recognized
Williamsburg Academy with their
Platinum Award for Best Practices
in Teaching, the most prestigious
award they bestow. Williamsburg
Academy is an online privateschool affiliate of LANV. LANV
and Williamsburg Academy both
receive their technology, curriculum, and professional development
from Williamsburg Educational
Services (WES), an Educational
Management Organization (EMO).
Students at LANV attend the same
online classes with Williamsburg
Academy students from all over the
country and benefit from the same
award-winning instructors and
methods. This is one of the many
facets of LANV that make this Nevada school a worthy and desirable
option for parents who want their
children to receive a great education.
*****
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Can Obama’s Clean Power Plan survive in court?
The Obama administration’s Clean Power Plan fired up legal and political opposition before it was even announced.
By Henry Gass
Christian Science Monitor
Just a few minutes after 8 a.m.
on Monday — six hours before
President Obama was scheduled to
formally unveil sweeping new rules
to limit gas emissions, one of
America’s largest coal companies
announced that it was planning on
filing five lawsuits challenging it.
The Clean Power Plan is being
simultaneously hailed as the most
significant climate action ever taken
by a U.S. president — and as the
latest example of federal overreach
into the lives of Americans. With
momentum from his recent victories in health care, gay rights, and
the Iran nuclear deal, President
Obama is now aiming high in his
efforts to reduce U.S. greenhouse
gas emissions.
But many hurdles still remain.
On top of the anticipated barrage
of lawsuits from coal companies
and industry groups, more than a
dozen states are already resisting
the new regulations.
The new rules also give states
individual targets, marked by regular deadlines, to reduce their carbon
output. The final version of the plan

Court Drama

(Continued from Page 1)
brother learned that his sister had
manipulated their mother into
amending her Trust documents
shortly before her death. The last
documents he was aware of named
the two of them as Co-Trustees, dividing all assets remaining equally.
After the mother’s death, the sister
presented documents wherein she
apparently was made sole trustee
just prior to the mother passing.
This document was never disclosed prior to the mother’s death,
and was highly suspicious. The
mother had suffered a massive
stroke a little over one year after the
last amendment designating CoTrustees and the equal division. The
brother knew that as a result of the
stroke his mother became very ill
suffering from Alzheimer’s and dementia.
Mentally the mother was not
competent to make any testamentary changes to her estate plan after
the stroke. His sister apparently
took advantage of the situation to
influence the mother to sign a document making her in charge. The
mother would never have understood what she was signing. The
2008 amendment referred to terms
in the original Trust document that
had been significantly changed in
the 2003 Amendment. The 2003
amendment providing Co-Trustee
and equal bequeaths was not even
referred to. This mistake could have
been avoided, but the sister took the
mother to a law firm different from
the one that did the original documents and the 2003 amendments.
This was intentional.
The brother in this article is
Clark Feeley, and in talking to the
Las Vegas Tribune he explained that
the mother had actually created two
Trusts in NH where she lived and
they both were to be governed and
administered under NH law. He
explained that one Trust contained
stock and money and the other was
a Real Estate Trust holding a home
on the exclusive shores of Lake
Winnipesaukee in Wolfeboro, NH.
“The home was considered very
valuable because of its exclusive location. It had been in the family for
fifty years and had appreciated significantly over that time,” Clark
Feeley told the Las Vegas Tribune.
“Famous people had summer
homes on the lake and neighbors
such as Mitt Romney and Bill
Marriott of Marriott hotels only
enhanced the value. All family
members stated they never wanted
to sell this home,” the brother
added.
After the mother passed, the sister immediately went to NH and
cleaned out the Trust bank accounts
of all money and deposited the
funds in the same bank she has her
account in, in Las Vegas, where she,
the sister, resided.
The brother learned of these acts
and demanded bank statements to
verify the assets were being accounted for correctly. The sister was
submitting fraudulent statements
made up on a home computer according to Clark Feeley.

President Obama speaks about his Clean Power Plan in the East Room at the White House on Monday. The
president is mandating even steeper greenhouse gas cuts from U.S. power plants than previously expected,
while granting states more time and broader options to comply.
requires the U.S. power sector to cut tra years, until 2022, to comply.
McConnell (R) of Kentucky, a coalits carbon dioxide emissions by 32
Fifteen states are already chal- producing state, has called on state
percent from 2005 levels by 2030 lenging the plan — with West Vir- governors to defy the new rules.
— an increase from the 30 percent ginia the lead plaintiff in an early
The Senate is expected to take
cut called for in last summer’s draft suit filed with 11 other states. Sen- up legislation to delay compliance
rules. But states now have two ex- ate majority leader Mitch with new EPA rules until all liti-

gation is resolved.
Already, the Clean Power Plan
faces a protracted legal battle both
at the state level and in the courts.
The question is how well the plan
might fare.
Opponents of the rule say that
the EPA doesn’t have the authority
to regulate greenhouse gas emissions from power plants on top of
existing regulations of toxic emissions like mercury and sulfur dioxide.
Murray Energy Corp. — the
largest underground coal mining
company in the country and a lead
plaintiff in one of the earlier lawsuits — calls the Clean Power Plan
“flagrantly unlawful.” The new
regulations will force states to radically change their energy mixes,
adversely restructure America’s
electric power grid, and increase the
cost of electricity for all Americans,
the company said in its press release.
With its five lawsuits, the statement continued, Murray Energy “is
seeking to block an illegal
rulemaking which will be devastating to all Americans.”
(See Clean Power Plan, Page 7)

The brother, Clark Feeley, immediately knew that the sister was
misappropriating funds because of
the submitted phony records. The
brother was forced to file a case in
a Nevada District Court to obtain
access to the bank records because
the money had been transferred to
Nevada.
In the lawsuit, Feeley claimed
damages caused by misappropriation and fraud because of the submitted phony records; Clark Feeley
explained to the Las Vegas Tribune
that his case was against the Defendant, Wanda Feeley, individually,
because she was the only party that
was guilty of the acts charged.
This was a simple case to get
access to bank records that would
prove the misappropriation. Once
obtained, the records should have
resulted in the removal of the sister
for breach of duty as Trustee. Clark
Feeley was named in all Trust documents as a Successor Trustee. Once

that he sued them, not realizing that
it was an attorney’s doing.
The judge caused the destruction
of Clark Feeley’s family relationships. This Order would result in the
judge exceeding the Court’s subject
matter jurisdiction. From this point
on the proceedings in Judge Earl’s
Court would spiral out of control.
He had no knowledge of Trust
laws and lacked jurisdiction. Judge
Earl made a comment during closing arguments that he never had a
Trust case in his career as a lawyer
or as a Judge. He stated he was
learning as he went along. That is
not what anyone would consider a
judge competent in Trust Law.
Next week we will learn how a
greedy attorney billed the Trust,
claiming that he worked 122 hours
in one single day, and how Wanda
Feeley was paying her bills with the
trust money — which is what
caused her to be removed as the
trustee.

the sister was removed, the misappropriation would stop and the matter would be resolved.
Wanda Feeley somehow talked
a Las Vegas attorney named
Howard Roitman into defending
her in the lawsuit. Clark Feeley is
of the impression that this attorney
was no doubt blinded by the value
of the home on Lake
Winnipesaukee and took the case
without money.
This decision would shortly
prove problematic for this unethical lawyer. His client was not forthcoming with the bank records. That
failure indicated guilt. Judge Allan
Earl was assigned to hear this case.
The Judge’s normal case description was over matters of construction defects. His caseload had been
lessened by the construction slowdown due to the recession.
Because of Howard Roitman’s
concern over how he was going to
be paid by a client that had no per-

sonal funds, he made a motion to
Earl’s Court seeking dismissal of
the Case because the Plaintiff failed
to include the Trust and other beneficiaries in the suit.
This Case was not filed in Probate Court because Nevada would
have no subject matter jurisdiction
over a Trust in New Hampshire.
The only party with a cause was the
sister. The inexperience of Judge
Earl in this type of case was exposed here where the Judge told the
Plaintiff’s attorney to add innocent
people and the Trust as Defendants.
Clark Feeley explained that the
Trust is not a legal entity and cannot be sued, and to add as Defendants innocent people is extremely
troubling. The judge’s inexperience
would result in Clark Feeley’s children becoming Defendants and
would distort facts in an attempt to
somehow protect them and cause
family discord when his children
told him that they never will forget
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Nevada delegation could
tip the scales in Iran deal
By Thomas Mitchell
Believe it or not, the tiny Nevada
delegation in Washington could
play a significant role in international affairs, the likes of which
could be compared to the Munich
Pact of 1938 that inexorably led to
World War II.
Obama’s deal with Iran not only
allows the mullahs to immediately
start spending $150 billion on conventional weapons to foment terror
and unrest throughout the region
and the world, it hardly deters their
ability to develop nuclear weapons.
Depending on how the agreement
is interpreted, Iran may be less than
24 months from having a nuclear
payload.
The vote could be very close.
Of Nevada’s six representatives
who will have an opportunity to
vote on the treaty, only Democrat
Sen. Harry Reid has chosen to play
the part of Neville Chamberlain and
declare the agreement will mean
peace in our time.
Even hard-left-leaning Democrat Rep. Dina Titus is quibbling.
“Today’s historic accord is the
result of years of hard work by
President Barack Obama and his

Nevelle Chamberlain returns from Munich
administration,” Reid said in a from Titus, but then she throws in a
statement on July 14. “The world caveat. “As I join my colleagues in
community agrees that a nuclear- closely examining the details of the
armed Iran is unacceptable and a agreement, I want to commend the
threat to our national security, the Obama Administration for their
safety of Israel and the stability of diplomatic efforts and tireless work
the Middle East.”
through the negotiations.”
Titus stated on her website,
The rest of the delegation, all
“With the announcement today of Republicans, are firmly opposed to
an agreement with Iran, I stand the deal as a non-starter.
strong in the belief that no deal is
The problem is that it will take a
better than a bad deal and a nuclear- two-thirds vote of both houses of
armed Iran is simply unacceptable.” Congress to nix the deal and overSince the deal virtually assures ride an Obama veto. Though the
that there eventually will be a Constitution gives the president the
nuclear-armed Iran and the debate power to make treaties “provided
is largely over how long it will take, two thirds of the Senators present
one could read that as a no vote concur,” Obama is not calling the

(Continued from Page 1)
complicit than the other, in that it
supplied the phony narcotics dogs
in the first place. I can’t even imagine how many people had their vehicles illegally searched, going
back at least ten years.
The extortion scheme going on
in Chinatown, whereby Chinese
business owners, mostly massage
parlor-type businesses, are forced to
pay protection money in order to
stay in business, or even to stay in
the country, uses threats to contact
ICE to come and deport all involved. This latest protection scam
resurfaced on July 7, 2015, involving a Foot Reflexology business
located at the northwest corner of
Desert Inn and Valley View. Besides the more than $2000 that was
stolen by the police, the victim, Ms.
Lu, was sexually assaulted, threatened with arrest and deportation,
robbed, and technically kidnapped
by members of the LVMPD Vice
Squad. But this time, the victim,
Ms. Lu, is officially a U.S. citizen,
and will file an official complaint,
not only with the LVMPD Internal
Affairs Bureau, but also with the
Federal Government, specifically
with the FBI, political integrity section.
The LVMPD has been getting
away with this sort of criminal
scheme for years; they just haven’t
been called out on it before.
I personally can remember
working in the LVMPD Accident
Investigation Detail for years, and
watched fellow co-workers illegally
manipulate serious injury and fatal
traffic collisions at the behest of
private attorneys, who in turn would
reward these LVMPD detectives
with money and gifts. I tried to correct this particular criminal violation by notifying my superior officers of this type of criminal behavior, and was duly rewarded by
the loss of position, and transferred
back to Motorcycle Traffic Officer,
and told to shut my mouth, or else.
While back in the Traffic Section, I was told that the quota sys-

tem was still in effect, but had now
been raised to 15 citations per 10hour shift per each motorcycle officer. Failure to meet this quota
level would result in immediate
transfer back to patrol or some other
punitive assignment.
Fortunately for me (so I
thought), I transferred to the Detective Bureau, Fraud Detail, and spent
two to three years in that hellhole,
but learned how corrupted the
whole city was with the illegal
transfer of money.
Finally, my wish came through
and I was accepted into the Robbery/Homicide Bureau, and spent
my last 16 years as a detective in
that section, until I was forced to
medically retire.
Working as a detective in the
Robbery/Homicide Bureau really
opened up my eyes and ears to an
unbelievable level of corruption
committed by the LVMPD upper
police administration. Of course,
however, the LVMPD upper Administration never dirtied their
hands directly with the illegal
manufacturing of false documents,
false arrests, evidence-tampering,
crime scene-tampering, dissuading
witnesses, extortion, drug trafficking, perjury, and outright murders
— especially one of our own,
LVMPD Officer Kevin Scott
Dailey, in December of 2007.
This particular murder of a fully
commissioned police officer,
LVMPD Officer Kevin Scott
Dailey, has been kept very quiet by
all since 2007, until during legal
depositions of other witnesses, in
June 2013, pursuant to my 2011
Federal Lawsuit against the
LVMPD, Sheriff Douglas Gillespie,
et al, and fourteen other high ranking police officials, this information
finally became public.
It can safely be said that this
Dailey murder investigation is currently in progress, and is being investigated by the FBI and Justice
Department. After the legal depositions were concluded on my 2011
Federal Lawsuit in July 2013, I pre-
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pared a letter depicting what I heard
from the witnesses, and then sent
the letter to everyone that I could
think of in our state government and
the Federal government, asking for
their help to solve this murder case,
and to look at the other criminal acts
committed by the LVMPD.
To my surprise, Special Agent
Joseph Dickey of the FBI later contacted me and requested all my legal depositions. I complied and sent
them all to him via email. That was
done in August of 2013. Since then,
there has been no contact from the
FBI or anyone else on this matter,
and no follow-up on any of the other
criminal matters committed by the
LVMPD Police Administration.
However, consider the following: since filing my Federal Lawsuit in 2011, five (5) LVMPD assistant sheriffs quit the LVMPD for
no reason; Sheriff Doug Gillespie
backed out of his already started
campaign to run for Sheriff for a
third term, and then anointed his
successor, Joe Lombardo; District
Attorney David Roger decided to
step down from his position as
Clark County District Attorney
three years before his term was up,
and also fired his assistant DDA,

deal a treaty, but he consented to a
congressional vote and our lame
Congress acquiesced.
Sen. Dean Heller was perhaps
the most cautious of the four.
“I have some serious reservations regarding the deal reached on
Iran’s nuclear program and will review it carefully, as will the public,” Heller said. “For more than
three decades, America has stood
up against Iran and implemented
sanctions enacted by Congress to
prevent them from further developing a nuclear weapon. Yet, this work
may be unraveled by an agreement
that crosses red lines the U.S. had
previously set, putting our nation
and its allies like Israel at risk.”
Rep. Cresent Hardy was more
firm, making note of Iran’s open
threats against Israel and its sponsorship of terror around the world,
including the killing of hundreds of
American soldiers.
“If initial reports are true: This
agreement would provide billions
of dollars in sanctions relief and
only delay Iran’s breakout time to
a nuclear bomb by a matter of
months,” Hardy said. “The president can claim a victory with this

deal — but it is a hollow one. Simply extending the time it takes for
Iran to get a bomb still creates a
future where Iran has a bomb.”
Rep. Joe Heck, who is running
for Reid’s Senate seat, said he is
concerned by the fact Obama caved
on anytime-anywhere nuclear site
inspections, basically giving Iran a
say in which sites get inspected and
when. He was also bothered by the
fact the deal lifts the conventional
arms embargo on Iran.
“In the past Iran has not adhered
to international norms and obligations when it comes to their nuclear
program, and so Congress now has
a chance to review this deal and
every aspect of this agreement,”
Heck said.
Rep. Mark Amodei told a television station, “We’re not making
the Middle East a safer place when
you have the Saudis and the Israelis and the Jordanians wondering
what Iran will do with that stuff. I
think we instead should stay the
course with the sanctions and say
no, you cannot do this.”
Reid, as usual, is playing politics instead of looking out for the
welfare of his constituents and future generations of Nevadans.

Roy Nelson, for no apparent reason
before he stepped down.
The above facts and circumstances are Truths. These Truths are
but a fraction of the corrupt acts and
deeds committed by the past and
current LVMPD Police Administration. All those associated with these
criminal acts must be held accountable eventually. The Dailey Murder
is on a par with the Benghazi murders in that all those that are
complicit in the act must be brought
to Justice.
IN GOD WE TRUST
*****
Gordon Martines is a former

LVMPD detective who has served
in many capacities over his 39-year
career in law enforcement. He was
a candidate for sheriff in 2002,
2006, 2010 and 2014, with the intention of bringing integrity and accountability back to the department,
and filed a federal lawsuit against
LVMPD in 2011. Martines has appeared on “Face The Tribune” radio show several times and is currently the host of “Open Mic” on
Tuesdays and Thursday at 11:00
a.m. He contributes his opinions
and ideas to the Las Vegas Tribune
to keep the public informed and
help improve policing in Las Vegas.

An outreach
program to help
the homeless to
help themselves.
CHAPLAINSTEVENSTJOHN.COM
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Planned Parenthood
(Continued from Page 1)
But nationally, abortion as a
GOP issue has often backfired in a
country that is consistently split on
the issue.
Republicans are “latching on to
the videos because they are very
disturbing for anybody,” especially
their base, explains Dianne
Bystrom, director of the Carrie
Chapman Catt Center for Women
and Politics at Iowa State University in Ames. The series of sting
videos shows jarring visuals and
Planned Parenthood employees casually discussing the sale of aborted
fetal-tissue parts for medical research.
The current GOP effort “reminds
me of the partial-birth abortion debate,” she says. But, she adds, “It’s
going to be tricky for them.”
Nearly 20 years ago, graphic
descriptions and depictions of “partial-birth abortion” roiled Congress
and the presidential election. The
gruesomeness was so powerful that
it eventually led to a federal ban on
this type of late-term abortion in
2003. The U.S. Supreme Court upheld the ban in 2007.
More recently, the GOP has hit
some roadblocks in its efforts to restrict abortion. In 2011, Republicans tried — and failed — to defund
Planned Parenthood. In 2012, comments about “legitimate rape” by a
GOP Senate candidate appalled
many women voters, and President
Obama won reelection as Democrats pointed to a GOP “war on
women.”
Earlier this year, the House Republican leadership had to pull back
a bill that banned late-term abortions because its own female members complained that the legislation
didn’t allow exceptions for rape and
incest.
“By and large, most people support Planned Parenthood,” Ms.
Bystrom says.
Only a small percentage of
Planned Parenthood’s services involve abortion, and those are not
supported by tax dollars. The group
provides a wide variety of preventive services, from birth control to
screenings for disease. One in five
women has relied on Planned Parenthood for health care in her lifetime, and many of its patients are
low- and middle-income women.
According to a poll carried out
for Planned Parenthood by Democratic pollster Hart Research Associates, 63 percent of registered vot-

Political analyst Kyle Kondik
points out that while the “war on
women” strategy worked for
Democrats in 2012, it didn’t in 2014
— with the election of Senator
Ernst as a good example.
“Democrats in recent years have
placed a very heavy focus on using
reproductive rights issues as a way
to attack Republicans. There’s a
sense among some that the Democrats have taken it too far,” he says.
Mr. Kondik, with the University
of Virginia Center for Politics, wonders how much traction the issue is
even getting nationally. Indeed, 52
percent of Americans are not following the controversy closely, according to a Christian Science
Monitor/TIPP poll that was conducted July 25-30. Americans are
paying much more attention to the
Iran nuclear agreement and Hillary
Clinton’s e-mails than they are to
the Planned Parenthood videos, according to the poll.
Of those who are closely follow-

ing the issue (60 percent of Republicans, 46 percent of independents,
and 36 percent of Democrats), a
majority — 58 percent — say that
funding for Planned Parenthood
should be cut off.
Still, Raghavan Mayur, president of TechnoMetrica Market Intelligence, which conducts the
Monitor/TIPP poll, does not think
GOP leaders in Congress will go for
a government shutdown over the
issue.
“It’s not going to escalate like
Obamacare,” says Mr. Mayur, referring to the 2013 partial-government shutdown over the Affordable
Care Act. “I don’t think the country is in the mood for that kind of
thing.”
Meanwhile, Mr. Obama has said
he would veto any bill defunding
the women’s health-care provider.
But that won’t stop the Planned
Parenthood issue from being used
as a political rallying cry. Both parties are already fundraising over it.

Sen. Barbara Boxer, D-Calif., speaks to reporters on Planned
Parenthood on Monday, Aug. 3, 2015 on Capitol Hill in Washington.
The Senate blocked a Republican drive Monday to terminate federal
funds for Planned Parenthood, setting the stage for the GOP to try again
this fall amid higher stakes.
ers oppose cutting off funding for Republican Mark Kirk of Illinois to
the health-care provider. The poll have the Department of Justice inwas taken more than a week after vestigate whether Planned Parentthe first video was released by the hood had engaged in any wrongdoCenter for Medical Progress, an ing with the fetuses.
antiabortion group.
In a Washington Post opinion
piece, Planned Parenthood presilasvegasprintingcenter@gmail.com
dent Cecile Richards called the
video claims of selling parts for
profit “false and absurd,” though
she quickly apologized for the tone
of comments that were recorded. It
is not illegal to pass on aborted fetal tissue for medical research or to
have those costs covered, though
trafficking is illegal.
“Attacking this funding is attacking women who need preventive health care,” Ms. Richards
wrote.
Republicans, well aware of the
trickiness of the issue, sought to
make the Senate defunding bill
more palatable by diverting the
Planned Parenthood funds to other
women’s health organizations that
don’t perform abortions. Also, the
bill was sponsored by a woman,
freshman Sen. Joni Ernst (R) of
Iowa, who ran an unabashedly antiabortion campaign last year.
“As a mother and a grandmother,
the gravity of Planned Parenthood’s
callous and morally reprehensible
behavior cannot be ignored,” she
said in a floor speech Monday.
But the moderate Sen. Susan
Collins (R) of Maine voiced concerns that other health centers
would be overwhelmed if they had
to pick up Planned Parenthood patients — a point vigorously made
by Democrats. Senator Collins supported an amendment with fellow

Laxalt announces first conviction by
office in Human Sex Trafficking case
Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
Nevada Attorney General Adam
Paul Laxalt announced that Mario
Lamont Jones II, 25, of Las Vegas,
was sentenced for one count of sex
trafficking, a category “B” felony
in violation of NRS 201.300. The
incidents occurred between March
22, 2014 and March 29, 2014. This
sentencing represents the first human sex trafficking conviction out
of this office.
Jones forced a victim to engage
in prostitution on the Las Vegas
Strip using threats, manipulation
and control over her money and
daily activities. The Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department’s
Child Exploitation Task Force suc-

MARIO LAMONT JONES, II
cessfully removed the victim from
Jones’ control, and ultimately unveiled his role in the prostitution
scheme. The Attorney General’s
Office filed charges against Jones

immediately thereafter.
“Combating the pervasive crime
of human trafficking is a priority of
this office,” said Laxalt. “This prosecution will take us one step closer
to protecting our most vulnerable
populations of women and children
from being exploited.”
Eighth Judicial District Court
Judge Eric Johnson sentenced Jones
to 36-120 months in state prison.
Bureau Chief of Criminal Justice Jeffrey Segal and Senior
Deputy Attorney General Raya
Swift prosecuted this case. The Las
Vegas Metropolitan Police
Department’s Child Exploitation
Task Force also worked on this
case.

Currently Nevada Health Co-op
is seeking double-digit increases in
premiums in 2016, according to
HealthCare.gov. Most policies list
14 or 15 percent hikes but one seeks
27 percent.
Earlier this year Standard &
Poor’s identified the co-ops suffering the worst capital ratios are those
in Illinois, Arizona, Colorado, Nevada and Maryland.
As for the much hyped claim

about ObamaCare cutting costs,
Investor’s Business Daily reports
national health spending jumped
5.5 percent in 2014 — spending by
the federal government jumped
10.1 percent and 3.5 percent in the
private sector.
“The finding runs counter to repeated boasts by President Obama
that ObamaCare had ushered in the
lowest rate of health spending
growth in decades,” IBD noted.

Another ObamaCare start-up
insurer folds, whither Nevada’s?
By Thomas Mitchell
Louisiana Health Cooperative,
one of 23 co-ops set up under
ObamaCare, has announced it will
close by the end of the year, the second to do. Earlier, the co-op covering Iowa and Nebraska closed.
The nonprofit co-ops were established with $3 billion in federal
loan guarantees. The Louisiana coop got $66.5 billion of that but lost
$5.7 million in2014.
Nevada Health Co-op also got a
$66 million loan, but, according to
The American Spectator, it lost $20
million this past year.
The June article pointed out
some of the problems with the Nevada co-op:
“Nevada health co-op has another problem in addition to skyhigh salaries, nepotism. Nevada
Health CO-OP is top-heavy with
members of the long-troubled
UNITE HERE union, which represents casino workers in the state and
has been accused of corruption by
other union officials.
“Tom Zumtobell, the co-op’s
CEO, received $414,000 in 2013.
He is a former UNITE Here vice
president and lives in Reno, 450
miles from the co-op’s Las Vegas
headquarters. Kathy Silver received
$377,000 as the co-op’s treasurer.
Silver is the former board president
of the local UNITE HERE chapter.
“Bobbette Bond, the co-op’s secretary, hauled in $222,000. She was
UNITE HERE’s chief lobbyist. Her
husband is Donald “D” Taylor,
UNITE HERE’s national president
and a director of the co-op.”
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Clean
Power Plan
(Continued from Page 4)

Murray Energy had filed an early challenge to the plan last year, but
the US Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit dismissed it
in June, ruling that a group could not challenge the regulation before the
EPA had issued a final version of it.
“We have no choice but to challenge the Obama administration’s illegal actions in court,” said Robert Murray, the company’s president, chairman and CEO. “And we will prevail.”
Opponents are also challenging the constitutionality of the rules. At a
House subcommittee hearing in March, Laurence Tribe, a constitutional
law professor at Harvard Law School, compared the plan to “burning the
Constitution.” In addition to representing Peabody Energy, the world’s
largest private-sector coal company, in a lawsuit against the rules, Professor Tribe was Vice President Al Gore’s lawyer in the U.S. Supreme Court’s
Bush v. Gore case. He was also Obama’s law professor at Harvard. The
GOP-controlled House panel tweeted out his comment before the hearing had ended.
But the issue for states is on a different legal footing. If states refuse to
comply with the new rules, they could have a federal plan imposed on
them, says Richard Revesz, director of the Institute for Policy Integrity at
the New York University School of Law.
That’s standard practice with such statutory provisions, he says.
Even after Obama leaves office, when many of these cases will likely
still be unresolved, the courts may still order the EPA to implement a
federal plan on those states refusing to comply with the Clean Power
Plan, even if they have the tacit support of a new Republican president,
he adds.
“At that point, the EPA will have a non-discretionary duty to issue
federal plans, so if the president and the EPA decided not to do that, that
decision would be challenged in the courts and they’d almost certainly
lose,” he says.
But first the plan has to survive these legal challenges. Revesz, who
also testified at the House hearing, says that the Clean Power Plan is “on
a strong legal footing.”
“There’ll be lots of challenges from Murray and from the states,” he
says, “[but] there’s no plausible scenario in which those challenges will
prevail.”
And if the challenges fail, it will become that much harder for states to
resist the regulations. One way or another, he says, the emissions reduction targets prescribed in the plan will be met.
“If the rule is upheld these things will follow inexorably,” he says.
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Why won’t Hillary answer
the Keystone XL question?
Hillary Rodham Clinton is making headlines this week not for
what she’s saying on the campaign trail, but for what she’s not.
By Husna Haq
Christian Science Monitor
If her non-answer to a New
Hampshire voter about her stance
on the Keystone XL pipeline is any
indication, Hillary Rodham Clinton
is a gambling woman. She’s gambling that voters’ outrage over her
failure to answer a direct question
is less damaging than the fallout
would be if she had revealed her
stance, as the Washington Post’s
Chris Cillizza wrote.
On Tuesday, Mrs. Clinton made
headlines when she dodged a question about whether she supported
the Keystone XL pipeline expansion, telling the New Hampshire
voter who asked for a “Yes or no”
answer that if the matter is still undecided by the time she becomes
president, she will give him an answer then.
“I am not going to second-guess
[President Barack Obama], because
I was in a position to set this in
motion,” Clinton said, referring to
environmental reviews conducted
by the State Department that began
when she was Secretary of State. “I
want to wait and see what he and
Secretary Kerry decide.”
She added, “If it is undecided
when I become president, I will
answer your question.”
It was a glaring punt that drew
both ire and speculation about why
Clinton wouldn’t reveal her position on the 1,179-mile-long project
that would move oil from Canada
to refineries in the U.S.
Any candidate’s position on the
Keystone XL pipeline is important
because it’s a symbol of the environmental movement’s fight against
fossil fuel extraction as well as a
litmus test for a candidate’s seriousness about fighting climate change.
Which is why politicians from
both parties called out Hillary’s
hedge.
“It is hard for me to understand
how one can be concerned about
climate change but not vigorously
oppose the Keystone pipeline,”
Clinton’s Democratic rival, Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders, said
Tuesday.
“With her second dodge on Keystone in as many days, Hillary
Clinton is making it abundantly
clear she’ll say or do anything to
get elected,” the Republican National Committee’s Michael Short
said.
Considering the pipeline’s political importance, and the heat
Hillary’s taking for ducking a direct question, why won’t she answer?
She wants to keep
everyone happy
If Clinton ever reveals her position on the pipeline, she knows she
will upset a large group of potential voters and donors. Businesses
and organized labor want the pipeline bill to pass because of the jobs
it will create. Environmental groups
are staunchly opposed because of
the damage it could do to the environment.
In other words, she’s doomed if

Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Clinton speaks during a campaign stop at Beech Hill Farm in
Hopkinton, New Hampshire, last Tuesday and totally side-steps the Keystone XL question.
she supports it, and doomed if she stone is only symbolic.”
Club isn’t bothered by Clinton’s
opposes it, which is why she
The environmental
dodge.
punted.
movement has moved on
While stopping the Keystone
She really doesn’t want
There’s good reason the Sierra pipeline is still important to envito overstep her ground
While most observers said
Clinton’s non-answer was “ridiculous,” there may be a grain of truth
in her explanation.
“I understand there could be political advantages to weighing in on
Keystone,” Clinton campaign communications director Jennifer
Palmieri said Tuesday in a statement. “But given her former role as
Secretary of State and having been
part of the Keystone process, she
believes that weighing in now could
be disruptive to the process and not
responsible to do. She is just in a
different situation than other candidates.”
Because she served under President Obama and is running to continue his legacy in the Oval Office,
it is possible that Clinton doesn’t
want to get ahead of the White
House and then force him to respond to her, “the way Vice President Joe Biden did with gay marriage before Obama was ready,”
posited MSNBC.
She assumes she already
has the support
of environmentalists
“It’s obvious what Clinton’s
thinking is: she’ll be better than any
Republican elected, probably by a
mile. She simply expects environmentalists to fall in line,” Larry
Sabato, a political scientist at the
University of Virginia, told Time.
And in fact, some have. The Sierra Club and billionaire climate
activist Tom Steyer have expressed
approval for Clinton’s climate
change proposals, and don’t actually seem to care that she dodged
the Keystone question.
“From our perspective, it’s not
problematic,” Michael Brune, executive director of the Sierra Club,
told Time. “The decision on Keystone will be made long before the
election. For the 2016 presidential
candidates, their stance on Key-

ronmentalists, it is arguably no
longer, well, a keystone in their
movement. Now, the movement is
more focused on expanding renewable energy, stopping oil drilling in
the Arctic, and slowing fracking.
Which is exactly what Clinton
emphasized when she masterfully
changed the subject after her nonresponse.
“To signal that there is only one
overriding threat really doesn’t take
into account the seriousness of a
whole range of issues,” Clinton said
Tuesday. “That’s why I’m coming
out with a comprehensive clean
energy plan.”
The plan, which the Clinton
camp released Sunday night, proposes to expand U.S. reliance on
clean energy dramatically by 2027,
move one-third of U.S. energy to
renewable sources within ten years
of taking office, increase the
amount of solar capacity 700 percent by 2020, and extend tax incentives for renewables and grants to
states that adopt clean energy measures.
Perhaps not surprisingly, it
doesn’t mention Keystone XL.
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Cresent Hardy presses for better
veterans care, accountability at VA
business goals.”
The hearing, which precipitated
further investigation by Congress,
was one of a number of steps Hardy
and his colleagues are taking to
improve care for veterans.

“We’ve got to fight for those
who fought for us,” Hardy said.
“Our military is the most elite,
technologically advanced fighting
force the world has ever seen, so
why does the way we take care of

them after they’ve fought stand in
such stark contrast?”
The congressman will be meeting with veterans while in the district this month, during the August
recess.

“We’re taking care of the VA’s issues, beginning at the top,”
Congressman Cresent Hardy said. “I’m not going to sit around and
wait for the VA’s leadership to shift into high gear in caring for our
vets, which is why I chaired a joint hearing a few weeks ago to hear
whistleblower testimony that the VA and Obama Administration have
failed our veterans...”
Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
WASHINGTON, D.C. — Congressman Cresent Hardy (NV-04)
aided passage of a measure to give
veterans better care by giving the
VA greater authority to dismiss bureaucrats standing in the way of
culture change at the organization,
which has been plagued by inefficiency and lack of responsiveness
to veterans’ needs.
“We’re giving the VA more latitude to clean house, which we’ve
not seen enough of yet,” Hardy said.
“At the end of the day, the health of
the VA and ultimately the health of
our veterans are in the hands of this
administration, and Congress is
going to continue to demand immediate progress. I’m thankful we
have an outstanding acting director
at the medical center in North Las
Vegas, and we need more like Bill
Caron. But at the national level,
we’re seeing sluggish change,
which hampers quality, accessible
care for veterans like those in

Pahrump and Nye County, who
have been waiting an absurd
amount of time for a new clinic —
and that’s totally unacceptable.”
The congressman wrote a letter
to the VA Secretary earlier this year,
demanding progress on the muchneeded new clinic, running years
behind schedule, for the more than
10,000 veterans in Pahrump and
across Nye County. The VA looks
set to finally award a contract on
the project in mid-August, while the
congressman is in the district.
“We’re taking care of the VA’s
issues, beginning at the top,” Hardy
said. “I’m not going to sit around
and wait for the VA’s leadership to
shift into high gear in caring for our
vets, which is why I chaired a joint
hearing a few weeks ago to hear
whistleblower testimony that the
VA and Obama Administration
have failed our veterans, small
business owners and the American taxpayer through fraud and
manipulation in reporting small

INJURED IN AN
AUTO ACCIDENT?

You have the right to choose
your own attorney.
What the attorney doesn’t tell you

You Also Have The Right To
Choose Your Own Doctor!

Don’t Be A Victim Again!
Get 21st Century Care...Today

Nonsurgical Solutions for Neck and Back Pain

CALL FOR AN EVALUATION

702-568-8450

200 E. Horizon Dr., Suite A • Henderson, NV 89015

www.SpineJointInstitute.com

Be heard anywhere
in the world
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12 hours only $400
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RadioTribune Lineup
Life of a Daughter

Every Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 8:00 a.m. A’esha Goins will
present “Life of a Daughter,” which will focus on men, love, children,
business, politics and money. No subject will be taboo and all questions
will be addressed.
*****

Open Mic

Every Tuesday and Thursday at 11:00 a.m., Gordon Martines hosts
“Open Mic,” a popular RadioTribune.com show. The Anti-Corruption
Coalition of Nevada is the basis for and theme of “Open Mic.”
Gordon Martines was a career police officer with 39 years of on-thejob Law Enforcement experience. Past cases involving Kevin Daley,
Trayvon Cole and a variety of other covered-up criminal cases, and a
billion dollars worth of missing taxpayer money, are discussed in depth
and at length on the show.
Martines spent four years as police officer with the Hermosa Beach
Police Department before moving here and resuming his police career in
Las Vegas as a Detective in the Robbery/Homicide Bureau, retiring from
the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department after 36 years of police
service.
The amount of corruption and cover-ups by executive Police Administrative officers witnessed by Martines inside the department led to his
decision to contest the good ol’ boy’s club and run for Clark County Sheriff three times against what he knew were almost insurmountable odds.
“Open Mic” carries the voice the LVMPD does not want you to hear,
yet it is always there, every Tuesday and Thursday at 11:00 a.m. on
www.radiotribune.com. Tune in!
*****

Face The Tribune

Face the Tribune is heard every Monday through Friday at 12 noon,
hosted by Rolando Larraz.
For the last five years “Face The Tribune” has been the premier show
for interviews with politicians, civil service workers, government officials and activists, and a voice for those everyday citizens who needed to
air their legal grievances. The Las Vegas Tribune newspaper has been a
part of the Las Vegas community for over 18 years and is the only independent newspaper in Clark County.
“Face The Tribune” was established as a voice for the people of Las
Vegas and is the only news platform where judges, city councilmen, local
businessmen and women, as well as Mr. or Ms. Local Citizen, can voice
their opinions and share the issues that pertain to Las Vegas.
The show’s host, Rolando Larraz, has been a journalist in Clark County
for over 50 years. He has been a fixture in the community and a highly
respected publisher who has covered local news and events in Las Vegas
since the mid-’60s.
For stories and information not available anywhere else in Las Vegas,
tune into “Face The Tribune” Monday through Friday at 12:00 noon.
*****

“No More”

Every Saturday at noon, on radiotribune.com, Tina Burse discusses
the issues that youth in our community face on a daily basis. “No More”
addresses No More Youth Violence, No More Bullying, No More Suicide,
and other issues along that vein. “No More” claims that enough is enough.
Tina reminds us that it takes a village to raise a child. And it’s “Ok 2 B
Different” is about breaking the cycle of what is wrong with how children are being treated, one child at a time. To become a mentor you may
email them at ok2bdiff@gmail.com, visit their website at
ok2bdifferent.net, or contact them at 702-380-0828.
*****

The Victoria Seaman Show
“Nevada Speaks”

Nevada State Assembly Speaker Victoria Seaman, District 34, interviews fellow legislators in an open forum talk show every Saturday at 1
p.m, giving voters an inside look at what’s going on in Carson City during the 2015 session. You’ll find it only on www.radiotribune.com, Las
Vegas’ #1 online talk show radio network.

Tune in to
RadioTribune
www.RadioTribune.com
Call-In Line (702) 983-0711
Tune in and listen to those who will tell you the truth,
and nothing but the truth. You’ll discover different
personalities and hear different opinions, but when it
comes to the facts, you’ll always get the truth from us!

Open Mic
with Gordon Martines

11:00 a.m.
Tuesday and
Thursdays
on
RadioTribune.com

Face the
TRIBUNE

‘Face the Tribune’ is hosted
by Rolando Larraz
Monday thru Friday
at 12 noon
on www.RadioTribune.com

The Victoria Seaman Show

“Nevada Speaks”

Tuesdays & Thursdays at 8:00 a.m.
Hosted by Derek Washington
Covering what’s happening in the
Las Vegas Black Communities

RadioTribune.com

Assemblywoman
Victoria Seaman
will hold a forum
with state legislators
every Saturday
at 1:00 p.m. on
www.RadioTribune.com

Call-in Number: 702-983-0711

Monday, Wednesday and Fridays at 8:00 a.m.
with A’Esha Goins

This show caters to the 21st Century woman;
sometimes we just need to know “we are not alone.”
This show will focus on men, love, children, business,
politics and money. No subject will be taboo
and all questions will be addressed.

RadioTribune.com
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A government big enough to give you everything you want, is strong enough to take everything you have. — Thomas Jefferson

Our Point of View

In response to
our detractors...

Many people have approached us asking why we are so
much into Donald Trump and if we do not have anything
else to write about but Donald Trump.
We tell these people the same thing we tell everyone
else. We believe Donald Trump is the best solution to
America’s current problem of not having a leader, of not
having a president that can tell the American people what
they are so hungry to hear.
Donald Trump is telling the American people that he is
going to end the immigration problem and is going to build
a wall to prevent undesirables from crossing the U.S. border.
Donald Trump is talking about creating jobs and bettering the economy of the country within months of taking over the administration as the new president.
Donald Trump is going to make the United States universally respected once again, and increase the budget for
the military while reducing government spending and expenses and bring that budget back to “normal.”
Donald Trump is going to end Obamacare and allow
the American people to choose their own health plan and
allow them to be in control of their own life budget, most
likely at a much lower cost.
Donald Trump vows to protect Social Security spending from any cuts and vows to bring money into the country to save Social Security.
He wants to end common core education that he believes is a total disaster, and he said that education has to
be local. He believes that the United States has fallen behind third world countries in education.
About infrastructure, he has this to say: “I will fix the
country’s aging infrastructure,” and he touted his own success as a real estate developer by explaining how he can
rebuild roads, bridges and airports far more cheaply than
they are now being constructed and no one can do that
like him. “It will be done on time and within budget, way
below what anyone ever thought,” he explained.
Trump said he would push back the Islamic State militant group (also known as ISIS or ISIL) in the Middle
East. He indicated he would start by finding a great military mind who would be this generation’s equivalent of
the World War II generals George Patton and Douglas
MacArthur.
“Our enemies are getting stronger and stronger every
day,” he said. “And we as a country are getting weaker.
Even our nuclear arsenal doesn’t work. It came out recently that they have equipment that’s 30 years old. They
don’t even know if it works. I thought it was horrible when
it was broadcast on television because, boy, does that send
signals to Putin and all of the other people that look at us.
And they say, ‘That is a group of people, and that is a
nation that truly has no clue.’”
So far Donald Trump has not talked about how to protect the country from outside enemies, but we can rest
assured that he will get the best and most experienced to
handle the situation to keep the country safe.
Now it is your turn to respond to our question: What
American is not in agreement with all that? Who does not
want to see the county have better economic strength and
the unemployment lines reduced to the minimum?
Who in their right mind, who really cares about this
country, will not take Donald Trump seriously and give
him the opportunity to bring the country back to what many
of us used to know?
Most politicians, as we have been saying for a long time,
are only in politics for the purpose of advancing their own
private futures, having a secure job now, and being able
to have a prestigious position added to their resume.
Others are in politics because they know nothing better
than being a ward of the people even if their arrogance
does not let them see it that way; many have never signed
a check on the front, but always signed them on the back;
and a few don’t even do that because they are so lazy that
they use direct deposit.
However, all that is moot now because we do not need
another politician in the White House. We need someone
who knows how to make money and is competent and
knowledgeable on how to run a business. We also believe
that we need someone who knows how to be a leader and
is able to return this country to Number One once again.
The reality is that the people of this country are tired
and frustrated; they don’t like where the country is heading, how it’s going from bad to worse, and how the United
States is seen by other countries, friends or not.
We believe that we should all work together with Donald
Trump for the greater good of our country and put aside
party affiliations for the sake of the future of these United
States of America.

You too can spot wildfires
from the comfort of home

By Thomas Mitchell
not only can fire service personnel
The Bureau of Land Management
look for indications of fire, but the
has new eyes to spot wildfires quickly
public interface can be used by anyso they can be attacked before they
one, at any time, to look for fires in
grow into huge acreage gobbling ina crowd-sourcing fashion.”
fernos.
Wildfire is one of the biggest
Those eyes could be yours.
threats to sage grouse, which could
The BLM has handed the Univerbe listed under the Endangered Spesity of Nevada, Reno’s Seismologicies Act as early as this fall by the
cal Laboratory a $250,000 grant to
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service.
pay for remote cameras atop four cenThe cameras are located on
tral Nevada peaks for five years at
10,000-foot Jacks Peak between
some of UNR’s seismic detectors.
Elko and Owyhee; atop 6500-foot
The public can see what those
Midas Peak, 40 miles north of Battle
THOMAS MITCHELL
cameras see on the Internet at http://
Mountain; on 7,500-foot Callaghan
alerttahoe.seismo.unr.edu:8080/
Peak north of Austin; and Fairview Peak south of High“These cameras provide fire management person- way 50 and about 30 miles southeast of Fallon. The
nel in detection and situational awareness,” BLM fire cameras are mounted on towers up to 40 feet tall and
official Paul Petersen was quoted as saying on the can be remotely operated, zoom and rotate through a
UNR website. “For instance, they can be positioned 360-degree sweep of the terrain.
during lightning storms to detect potential ignitions.
The camera on Midas Peak has already proven its
These are our first steps in building a cutting-edge worth. Monitors using the camera spotted a fire 100
camera network to protect and conserve forest and miles away in Oregon and another fire between
sagebrush ecosystems and reduce invasive species that Winnemucca and Elko.
spread after wildland fires.”
UNR already has seven cameras arrayed around
Ken Smith, associate director of the Seismological Lake Tahoe. Those can be viewed at http://
Laboratory, said, “The beauty of this system is that
(See Mitchell, Page 14)

Exposing Injustice, step by step

By Perly Viasmensky
Part five of a series
The Review-Journal David Ferrara reported on
June 12, 2014 that “the victim Romy Minko became
intoxicated the night of Jan. 22, and Joseph told the
others he would take care of her, according to Chief
Deputy District Attorney Megan Thomson. Joseph
took her to his hotel room, where he sexually assaulted
her before she ran out of the room naked and contacted a security guard, Thomson said.” Joseph was
arrested the next morning.
District Attorney Megan Thomson said Joseph told
the others he would take care of her. What “others”
was he referring to, because she (Thompson) never
interviewed or subpoenaed the others — such as Luis
Garcia or Zach Smith, or most importantly, the two
guys sharing the hotel room with Romy Minko and
her friend, MC. The only one who was man enough
to come to court on his own expense was Jeffrey Fogel.
We need to understand that Mr. Ferrara was not
reporting about the case, but just printing the words
expressed to him by Deputy District Attorney Megan
Thomson. Mr. Ferrara assumed that Ms. Megan
Thomson was telling him the truth, but we all know

what happens when we assume.
One of the supposed OTHERS was Jeffrey Fogel,
who was driving the car back from the airport where
they had just dropped off Zach Smith, the one-night
sexual stand of Romy Minko.
According to what DDA Megan Thomson told
David Ferrara, Donovan Joseph was arrested the next
day as he was trying to escape from authorities, but
actually he was arrested a short time later the same
night when he was wandering around the hotel looking for the distressed drunken Romy.
I wondered, as I am sure many other people are
wondering, why this young man tried to help someone
so drunk, whom he hadn’t even met before. I asked
him that question during a telephone conversation and
he told me: “First of all, I have two sisters, [and] —
even though they do not drink alcoholic beverages —
I would be forever grateful if they ever find themselves
in distress for whatever reason and a good Samaritan
extends a hand to them. Also, I worked in Miami as a
volunteer helping young people, of both sexes, involved
in drugs and alcohol addiction, and at the time I thought
it was a moral obligation to help a person in such a
(See Viasmensky, Page 13)

ON A PERSONAL NOTE

Shackling our children with handcuffs
works wonders — to traumatize them

By Maramis
totally unacceptable remarks toward
There are many well-meaning
his teacher or fellow students or the
adults who do the wrong thing when
officer himself, possibly interspersed
it comes to punishing children. Bewith threats to do bodily harm to one
fore we even get into that subject,
or all concerned. What adult
however, we need to get into the subwouldn’t be inclined to contain this
ject of why punishing a child is the
situation before it got totally out of
thing to do. And before we get into
control and resulted in such bodily
that subject, we need to determine
harm?
just what we mean by “punishment.”
Outside of this particular boy havMaybe some of you reading this
ing been diagnosed with a condition
caught that brief video clip on the
known as ADHD (attention deficit
news showing a sheriff’s deputy
hyperactivity disorder), what I deMARAMIS CHOUFANI
shackling a young boy’s biceps (bescribed above could sound very simicause his wrists were too small to be held by the cuffs) lar in some ways to what many parents might hear in
behind his back. He cried out in pain, and told the their own homes while raising their own children in a
deputy it hurt. That did not faze the deputy. The cuffs loving way. And of course, it’s at that first discovery
stayed on the 52-pound boy. The video did not show of that child’s inability to express himself in a more
the deputy cuffing another student as well — a little acceptable way — a way that will even likely bring
girl. (If you put your arms in that position — to be the child closer to the results he wants — that the parcuffed on your biceps — and leave them there as ent or person in charge of him at that time has an opthough restrained for even a short while — you will portunity to turn the situation into a teaching moment.
If indeed said child normally does not react that way,
feel the pain even without the cuffs!)
To be somewhat fair to the deputy, as I write this I getting to the cause of it so that the child knows you
do not know the details of what led up to that mo- are aware of the “why” behind it is vitally important.
ment. But let’s imagine something very discipline- Imagine how you, as an adult, would feel if you were
worthy, to say the least, such as the boy lashing out in to be judged and then “punished” on the spot for what
(See Maramis, Page 15)
a physical way, perhaps coupled with spewing some
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The Conservative
Blueprint for Making
Nevada Great Again

And the challengers
By Chuck Muth
will be aided by having a
A painful political lesready-made platform
son was re-learned by Neupon which to build their
vada conservatives during
campaigns: A “Contract
the 2015 legislative seswith Nevada.”
sion, which produced the
Developed by conserbiggest blown opportunity
vative Assemblyman
by Republicans in state
Brent Jones and others,
history.
the 10-point proposal
As you’ll recall, folpromises voters that if
lowing the Republican
they elect a conservative
takeover of the U.S. House
majority in the Assembly
in 1994, the conservative
CHUCK MUTH
next year, a series of real
“Contract with America”
was stopped cold in its tracks by moderate conservative reforms will be enacted — as
Gumby Republicans in the Senate, remind- opposed to the tinkering around the edges
ing everyone that it’s not enough to simply this year’s crop of weak-kneed, jelly-spined
elect more Republicans; you have to elect Republicans pushed through.
better ones as well.
Right out of the gate, point #1 calls for
With complete and total control of state legislative repeal of Sandoval’s giga-tax
government this session, GOP legislators hike. And point #2 calls for removing “all
enacted the largest tax hike in Nevada’s barriers to a parent’s right to have the dolhistory — including the creation of a new lars follow the student, including those stugross receipts tax just like the one almost dents already enrolled in private school or
80 percent of voters rejected at the ballot are homeschooled.”
box last November — failed to even have
The Contract with Nevada also includes
a hearing on campus carry (Amanda’s Law) stopping Common Core, equipping police
in the Senate, and blocked private school officers with body cameras, photo ID for
parents and homeschoolers from participat- voting, elimination of Nevada’s
ing in the state’s new Education Savings “ObamaCare” exchange, keeping boys’
Accounts (ESAs) unless they first force rooms for boys and girls’ rooms for girls in
their kids into a public school for 100 days. public schools, parental or court notificaAmong other failures too long to list tion before an underage girl has an aborhere.
tion, ending government “no bid” contracts,
Now for the good news...
and yes, passing Amanda’s Law.
At least eight viable, credible conservaYou can read the details for yourself at
tive challengers have already stepped for- ContractWithNevada.com.
ward to run against tax-hiking State AssemNevada GOP primary voters next June
bly Republicans in primaries next year. And will have clear choices between Democratmore are on the way. In fact, it’s almost a lite incumbents and true Reagan Republislam dunk that every one of the thirteen can challengers. May the better RepubliAssembly Republicans who voted for Gov. cans win!
Brian Sandoval’s obscene $1.4 billion tax
*****
hike will draw a serious primary next year.
Chuck Muth is president of Citizen OutYes, it will be tough to dislodge sitting reach, a non-profit public policy grassroots
incumbents, but some will clearly fall and advocacy organization. He may be reached
all will feel political pain.
by email at cmuth@lasvegastribune.com.

Don’t Let the Crabs Pull You Down
By Doug Dickerson
The jealous crabs
There is little difference
When crabs in your
in people, but that little difoffice see your success
ference makes a big differand the dividends of your
ence. The little difference is
hard work it’s not uncomattitude. The big difference
mon for some to be jealis whether It is positive or
ous. Instead of being
negative. — W. Clement
happy for your success
Stone
and the progress you are
As a coastal resident
making they will reach up
I’ve enjoyed several opporand try to pull you back
tunities over the years to go
down. But remember
crabbing at the beach. A
this: the higher you climb
good place to catch crab is
the further out of their
along the jetties since they
DOUG DICKERSON
reach you will be. Ignore
like to hide among the rocks. The rewards the small, petty, and jealous types. Soon you
of crabbing are delicious as crab can be will be out of their company. Keep climbserved up many ways — crab cakes being ing.
my favorite.
The crabs with limited thinking
It reminds me of the popular crab bucket
The danger in the crab basket is being
story.
around those who are too comfortable
One time a man was walking along the where they are. They have no drive, ambibeach and saw another man fishing in the tion, or desire to move forward. They find
surf with a bait bucket beside him. As he comfort in the company of mediocrity and
drew closer, he saw that the bait bucket had resent anyone who dares to leave. Don’t be
no lid and had live crabs inside.
caught off guard when in your desire to
“Why don’t you cover your bait bucket move up and achieve a greater level of sucso the crabs won’t escape?” he said.
cess that crabs will try to pull down. The
“You don’t understand,” the man re- best way to rise above small and limited
plied, “If there is one crab in the bucket it thinking is to get away from small-minded
would surely crawl out very quickly. How- people.
ever, when there are many crab in the
The crabs who have
bucket, if one tries to crawl up the side, the
accepted their fate
others grab hold of it and pull it back down
Being a leader with big dreams and goals
so that it will share the same fate as the rest is noble. But never underestimate the chalof them.”
lenges you will face. While some crabs have
In your desire to grow as a leader, suc- not embraced your destiny; they are receed in business, and thrive in your per- signed to theirs. Crabs are those who will
sonal life, you will come across the “crabs” tell you that you are not smart enough, talin life that would seek to hold you back or ented or gifted enough, or that you will
pull you down. It’s up to you to get out of never make it, etc.
the basket if you want to reach your full
Your climb up and out of the basket bepotential. You have to escape the pull of gins when you rid yourself of the crab basthe crabs. Here are four crab types to avoid ket mentality and dare to embrace your
on your way up.
God-given talents and dreams. Dare to beThe crabs with an attitude
lieve that your possibilities are unlimited.
Hang around in the basket with crabs Dare to believe that you can reach your full
long enough and you will be exposed to potential regardless of what others say or
unpleasant attitudes. The crabs with the bad think. It’s when you begin the climb that
attitudes want to share their misery with you will discover that there is no lid at the
others and want you to stay down with top holding you back.
them. You must guard your thoughts and
What do you say?
attitude at all cost — you must get out of
Doug Dickerson is a syndicated columthe basket. When they are clawing at you nist. He writes a weekly column for this
with their negative attitudes, talk, and toxic newspaper. To contact Doug Dickerson,
ways — keep climbing. Don’t let those email
him
at
ddickerson@
crabs pull you down on your way up.
lasvegastribune.com.

No more Walmart for you!
Judge bans shoplifter
from all Walmarts!

By Mace Yampolsky
She Never Can Go
A judge in Mount Olive
To Walmart Again
Township, New Jersey, has
I’ve heard that you can
banned a shoplifter from
never go home again, but
ever shopping at a Walmart
never go to Walmart
store anywhere in the
again? An administrator
country. This story made
for the township court told
the ABA journal. Is this rethe New York Daily News
ally a punishment?
that Walmart had preThe defendant, 64-yearsented Levine with a
old Johanna Cassimore of
Walmart document that
Hopatcong, New Jersey,
Cassimore previously
tells the New York daily
signed agreeing never to
MACE YAMPOLSKY
news she plans to appeal
enter another Walmart.
the sentence.
Clearly this is a breach of contract by Ms.
“It was stupid. I disagree and I’m ap- Cassimore. The prosecutor had sought the
pealing it.” (Why? Being banned from ban to remind Cassimore of her previous
Walmart is like not being allowed to have a agreement, said the administrator, Michelle
root canal.)
Ambrecht. Cassimore told the New York
The Judge Doesn’t Own Walmart
Daily News that she signed the agreement
Cassimore said, “The judge can’t say because she is “stupid” and she had never
that. He doesn’t own Walmart.” While this shoplifted before. (There goes her career
is an unusual sentence, I personally don’t as a Walmart greeter! Maybe this is a blessthink there is anything illegal about it. I ing in disguise? She will never deal with
think it is creative. The sentence by Judge Wal-Martians again. Now she can take aim
Brian Levine also requires Cassimore to pay at Target!) —Mace
$258 in fines and to complete 10 hours of
For more information regarding Nevada
community service.
laws, and what you should or should not
According to the New York Daily News, do, please call Mace Yampolsky & AssociCassimore was arrested after security per- ates at (702) 550-8265, or you may text
sonnel said she was trying to conceal $78 them (702) 385-9777. If you need help, call
worth of vitamins. (At least she is trying to before it is too late. They are available 24/
get healthy!)
7 for emergencies.

BEHIND THE MIKE

Saying Goodbye

By Michael A. Aun
tion, records and other
Part 2 of a 3 Part
data. I’m stunned at the
Series... Personal
number of children that
Planning Booklet
don’t know when their
In the first of this three
parents were married or
part series, we addressed
the dates of previous
the grand idea of writing
marriages or death of preyour own Eulogy that anvious spouses. Most
other could use to pay you
death claim forms call for
homage at your inevitable
this kind of information.
funeral celebration.
Bank account numLet’s be fair, funerals
bers, their location, safety
are for the living, not the
deposit boxes, passwords
deceased. They should be
and pin numbers are critiMICHAEL A. AUN
a grand celebration of the
cal. Banks will lock
deceased’s life on earth.
down your safety deposit box upon your
When my mother died on my 35th birth- death so they can be inventoried. Don’t put
day, at that point in my life I had a wealth your life insurance policies in a safe deof inexperience in losing loved ones. A dear posit box at a bank. These are things you
family friend, Sadie Lee Harmon Baynard need upon death. Put them in your freezer
phoned me and said “Mike, make this a (which is where the term cold, hard cash
grand celebration of a great woman’s life.” comes from).
That inspired me to view the process difThe booklet also provides a list of people
ferently.
to notify and phone numbers. I call this the
Since there is a 100 percent likelihood Centers of Influence page. Reach out to one
that you will die, you might as well pre- and let them tell others about the passing
pare it. Coach Bobby Bowden once said, of the person.
“When you retire there’s only one other big
There is a Family Information Page that
event remaining in your life and I ain’t anx- will provide your great, great grandchildren
ious to get there just yet!”
with a history of their heritage.
However, you can do the obvious. For Ancestry.Com and other similar sites can
years I’ve provided a booklet to my insur- help you build this family tree.
ance clients to prepare for their passing. It
Not only should there be a list of all of
includes many important items– a list of your life insurance benefits, company benall your personal advisors, doctors, insur- efits and the policy numbers but the locaance contacts and the location of all those tion of the policies and the amount of covdocuments.
erage and policy loans, if any. Credit card
Untold millions go uncollected every numbers and passwords, VA benefits (if
year because heirs don’t know where mom applicable) and Social Security Benefits
or dad did business. That’s either by de- should also be listed.
fault or by design. It’s not their children
The Social Security Administration can
they worry about; it’s the bums those chil- and will reach right into your bank account
dren married!
and debit funds which are credited to your
The booklet includes a Will Worksheet, bank after the date of your death. Other
Guardianship information, naming a Power comments should include free accidental
of Attorney, Health Care Surrogacy (known benefits offered by many fraternal benefit
as Advanced Medical Directives, i.e. organizations, credit unions, credit cards
AMD’s) and various Estate Planning ideas. and organizations such as AAA.
Many of these documents require an investAccurate obituary information can asment of time and money, but most do not. sist the person who composes the data for
For instance, while you might not want the newspapers. I recommend that you
to pay for your funeral in advance, you can write it as you want it to appear; don’t leave
at least plan it from A-Z. Choose the church, this to others who might not know your
the cemetery, burial/grave instructions, the desires.
Minister/Celebrant, Pall Bearers (both honSimilarly, you should write your own
orary and active), the readings, the hymns, Eulogy (see last week’s column). Care of
and various Honor Guards (fraternal and family members, friends or pets should also
military). If you want to make an ash out be documented.
of yourself, so be it, but let your heirs know.
Finally, there is a resource page on dealPlanning should include a stipend for not ing with grief, a glossary of basic planning
only the celebrant (minister) but also the terms and a copy of your Ethical Will. This
organist and or singer. You can get that by will be discussed in next week’s column
simply calling the church in advance. All along with a copy of an Ethical Will.
should be budgeted and provided in ad*****
vance of your death. Don’t make the cost
Michael Aun is a syndicated columnist
of dying you child’s problem.
and writes a weekly column for this newsThe booklet provides a list of Survivor’s paper. To contact Michael Aun, email him
Action Items, location of personal informa- at maun@lasvegastribune.com.
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Demonstrating Defiance to Our Police
By Norman Jahn
We continue to be fed news
about ongoing controversies which
have involved the police. Sandra
Bland’s death in Texas (due to suicide) brought that incident to light
not only because of the death but
because of the ‘optics’ of how the
officer conducted himself on a traffic stop. A body camera captured
that contact. A University of Cincinnati police officer was also indicted on a murder charge after the
death of Samuel Debose in what a
prosecutor called, “a senseless, asinine shooting” of an unarmed man
during a minor traffic stop. That
incident was also on video.
What did the two incidents have
in common? White police officers’
interactions with black motorists —
but ALSO police courtesy, or lack
thereof. These incidents feed into
the ongoing ‘narrative’ to scrutinize
our police.
Another ‘narrative’ that is
emerging is the crisis of RESPECT
for our police and other authority
figures. Is this crisis narrowly focused on defiance of police or is it
more general in nature? In my opinion, decades of the violence and
disrespect in music, movies, video
games, and other forms of entertainment has come home to roost. There
IS a lack of respect of people in
general and NOT just toward the
police. Look at the number of
shootings and deaths that have occurred in major cities this summer.
Look at the number of police contacts that escalate because a ‘citizen’ didn’t want to follow commands and a situation escalated.
Could the ‘choke-hold’ death of
Eric Garner in New York have been
avoided if he COMPLIED with
police? Of course! Could other
deaths have been avoided if suspects followed directions? If
Michael Brown had not approached, confronted, and punched
the officer it is almost certain that
he would still be alive. Unfortunately, people (law-abiding citizens
and law violators) are refusing orders, challenging the police, and not
immediately following commands.
This greatly upsets the police. Too
many police officers subscribe to a
DOMINATION policing style
rather than DEMOCRATIC policing! Newsflash: nobody is required
to comply with an illegal command,
demand, or direction. Police must
be cognizant of the limitations of
their authority and realize that they
must be giving ‘lawful commands’
to have the force of the law backing them up. For instance, can police lawfully order someone sitting
in a car to put out a cigarette?
I have seen segments of video
from the cameras in the above incidents. Many citizens believe the
officers could be described as

NORMAN JAHN
‘A**holes’ and this reminded me
of an article from back in my college days. The 1978 article entitled,
“The A**hole” appeared in a book
(Policing: A View From The
Streets). It was written by John Van
Mannen who is an organizational
theorist and a professor of organization studies. Van Mannen described the origins and consequences of the label “a**hole” as it
is used by policemen, specifically
patrolmen, as they perform their
daily routine tasks and the ‘socialization’ of police.
According to the abstract of this
academic article: The author argues
that the (A**hole) typology represents a distinct type of person who
is familiar to the police and with
whom they deal on a regular basis... The article describes certain
understandings shared by streetlevel patrolmen as to what is involved in their work, and deals with
the concept of street justice as it is
meted out to the “a**hole.” The
article implies that there is an implicit license granted by society to
the police, by virtue of which certain police actions taken against
this type of person are not governed.
A veteran patrolman was quoted
in the article: “I guess what our job
really boils down to is not letting
the a**holes take over the city. Now
I’m not talking about your regular
crooks... they’re bound to wind up
in the joint anyway. What I’m talking about are those sh*theads out
to prove they can push everybody
around. Those are the a**holes we
gotta deal with and take care of on
patrol... They’re the ones that make
it tough on the decent people out
there. You take the majority of what
we do and it’s nothing more than
‘a**hole control.”
Van Mannen’s now classic ethnography of police officers was part
of his dissertation research in the
1970s. He didn’t just talk to cops,
he went through the police academy, rode along with them on patrols (and got involved in all sorts
of crazy things like chases), and was
otherwise embedded with them for
a year or so. Van Mannen captured

just happen when there is video or
a formal complaint. Another solution is for agencies to stop embracing and rewarding ‘a**holes,’
which is what does happen. What
is Sheriff Lombardo doing to address problem officers who will one
day have the LVMPD on the national news?
*****
Norm Jahn is a former LVMPD
lieutenant, who has also served as
a police chief in Shawano, Wisconsin, and has nearly 25 years of police experience. Jahn now contributes his opinions and ideas to help
improve policing in general, and in
Las Vegas in particular, through his
weekly column in the Las Vegas
Tribune.

police language that made sense to
them and guided their actions on the
streets.
Police labeled problem people
‘a**holes’ and now we have the
tables being turned on the police in
living color! We now see and hear
what is actually happening because
of video. I’m afraid citizens are seeing repeated examples of police
conduct and are now ‘labeling’ the
police. Although some people have
always distrusted and even hated
police, what concerns me now is
that there may be a more general
and widespread belief that paints
the majority of our police in a bad
light. This can endanger the police
and fan the flames of anarchy and
disorder. This is not what we need

in America!
The truth is that every cop knows
one or more ‘a**hole’ wearing a
badge. The ‘label’ comes from their
actions (how they conduct themselves, treat people — including
their ‘brother’ and ‘sister’ cops —
and accomplish things on the
street). Citizens perceive ‘a**holes’
from watching COPS and other
televised shows. This includes
‘stars’ working with the LVMPD!
Maybe it is time for another form
of ‘A**hole Control.’ One solution
is for every individual police officer
to ‘call-out’ problem police officers. The good cops have to tell the
bad cops when they are acting like
‘a**holes’ and explain that it damages the profession. This should not

(Continued from Page 11)
drunkenness state as Romy Minko
was.”
Another person who testified
during the trial of Donovan (JJ) Joseph was Crystal May, a forensic
scientist within the biology DNA
forensic laboratory detail of the Las
Vegas Metropolitan Police Department. At the time she had worked
in that capacity for eight years.
There was a strong possibility
that the DNA from his hand was
found in Romy Minko’s hand. He
never denied that he held her hand
to prevent her from falling since she
was in no condition to walk straight.
Ms. May testified that the oral,
vaginal, cervical and rectal swabs
taken were all consistent with
Romy Minko.
According to the forensic scientist when she examined the dress
worn by Romy Minko under regular and alternate light, she did not
see any particular spots to focus on.
The forensic scientist also testified that she examined Romy
Minko’s underwear and continued
her exam by swabbing the outside
of the crotch of the panties based
on the victim’s statement given in
the SANE kit narrative. For those
not familiar with the alphabet soup,
SANE stands for Sexual Assault
Nurse Examiner. The SANE conclusion was that the evidence

Romy Minko (in rear) partying with a friend.
showed a mixture of two individu- shame on Deputy District Attorney
als, with at least one being a male. Megan Thomson.
In her testimony, Crystal May
Was there any reason why
said that Donovan Joseph cannot be Donovan Joseph was singled out?
excluded as a contributor.
Because he is Hispanic, of English
Excluded means not included or descent, and black?
to be left out. There were two men
Donovan Joseph’s case is on
in the same hotel rooms from San appeal, and we wish him the best
Francisco to Las Vegas that were of luck in the very near future.
supposed to be ordered to provide
Perly Viasmensky is the General
their DNA. There was also Zach Manager of the Las Vegas Tribune.
Smith, who had sex with Romy She writes a weekly column in this
Minko on the night of January 22, newspaper. To contact Perly
2014, but Deputy District Attorney Viasmensky, email her at
Megan Thomson failed to investi- p v i a s m e n s k y @ l a s v e g a s
gate those three. Shame, shame, tribune.com.

Viamensky
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Open letter to the
guy carrying the
Confederate flag

By David Soleil
On a road trip to North Carolina, I saw many Confederate flags.
Hundreds maybe. They were attached to pick-up trucks and motorcycles, on beach towels and bed comforters, on t-shirts and do-rags,
and next to graves in cemeteries. What I saw were blatant symbols of
racism on parade. I dismissed them all, except the one that you held.
You were marching by yourself on the corner near a gas station in
Waynesville, North Carolina as you carried a large Confederate flag
with the words “Heritage, Not Hate” written on it. You immediately
struck me as different. You had the courage to stand on the corner,
alone, waving a flag with the words “Not Hate” emblazoned on the
front.
I’ve had a few conversations with passionate Confederate flag
supporters. You think the massacre in Charleston was tragic. You
think Dylann Roof was insane and he doesn’t deserve to wave the
Confederate flag, the flag of your heritage. You think that most Americans don’t understand that brothers fought brothers in the Civil War
and you know that some towns sent every man and boy off to war
and no one came back home. You know the tragedy of the Civil War
that runs deep in the South.
But now you see the Confederate flags coming down. You feel
like your heritage is getting buried underneath a whole bunch of political correctness. You also want the government out of your business, especially when it tries to tell you what to do with your flag or
any other part of your life. You think enough is enough.
Have I missed anything? These things came up regularly in my
conversations with others. If I may ask, would you be willing to put
down the flag for a minute so we can talk? The Confederate flag
screams loudly in our culture and I want us to have a real conversation instead of a shouting match.
I teach leadership and nonviolence for a living. It is rare for me to
find someone willing to stand alone on a street corner in their hometown for a cause. America needs your courage right now.
Your heritage will be well secured in American history books. It
is already there. But right now, America isn’t fighting for its history.
America is fighting for its future. We are struggling for a future without hate and division. Right now, we need you to stand up to hate in
your community. It is that same hate that murdered nine innocent
African Americans in Charleston. It is that same hate that comes out
when, in Douglasville, Georgia, trucks with Confederate flags show
up at the birthday party of an African American child and intimidate
his family with guns and death threats.
I know you dislike these unspeakable acts of violence. Are you
willing to say enough is enough? Are you willing to march with a
flag for peace? Do you have the courage to stand, not on a street
corner, but square in the way of those who commit these acts of violence in your town? You know who they are. They are the ones who
said they wouldn’t march with you and your “Not Hate” flag. They
are the ones who laughed at you. They are the ones who said you
were crazy, even though they have three Confederate flags flying off
the back of their truck.
One of the things nonviolence teaches us is that no one is beyond
the reach of the human heart. We are all in this together. Christ spoke
about this in his teachings, “love thy neighbor as thyself.” This is the
same love Martin Luther King talked about called agape (ah-GAHpeh) love; “the insistence on community, even when one seeks to
break it.
I offer to you that nothing would be more courageous, nothing
would be more honorable, and nothing would be more effective in
ending the hate than you taking a stand in your community against it.
Bring people together to make a plan of action. Imagine the heritage
you will create today for future generations. In the peaceful world of
your grandchildren, they will look back and proudly say it all started
when you took a stand for peace and said “enough is enough.”
David Soleil, syndicated by PeaceVoice, is the former Chair of
the Leadership Education group for the International Leadership Association, a founder and staff member at the K-12 Sudbury School of
Atlanta.

Obama’s Legacy for Africa
By Foday Darboe
In light of President Obama’s
2015 trip to Africa, likely his last
trip to Africa as the U.S. president,
it is appropriate to evaluate his
government’s foreign policies in
Africa since he assumed office.
Through this assessment, it is sadly
plain to see that Obama’s policies
have not helped the vast majority
of Africans. Instead, the policies
have allowed the suppression of the
African people’s hoped-for democratic reforms while simultaneously
bolstering the power of corrupt African elites.
In 2008, many Africans were
overjoyed when the son of a
Kenyan man was elected President
of the U.S. Many had hoped Obama
would help change Africa’s enormously negative plight, especially
in the areas of civil conflict, poor
economic development, lack of democracy and the terrible governmental corruption that is displacing
and killing thousands of people.
On his first trip as president to
Africa in 2009, Obama gave a
speech in Ghana calling for “democratization in Africa.” Just five
years later in August 2014, at the
U.S.-Africa Summit in Washington
D.C., President Obama rolled out
the red carpet for some of Africa’s
most brutal dictators. These included President Yahya Jammeh of
The Gambia, Paul Biya of
Cameroon, Faure Essozimna
Gnassingbé of Togo, Idriss Deby of
the Republic of Chad, Yoweri
Museveni of Uganda, and Pierre
Nkurunziza of Burundi, just to
name a few. By inviting these leaders, Obama’s message to the African people was made clear:
America has no interest in fostering democracy for the African
people.
To further illustrate the truth of
this, look at Obama’s Power Africa
Initiatives. These initiatives promised 20 million Africans electricity,
but we see today that it remains
mainly unfinanced. Many have
given up hope that President Obama
has the will to truly change anything
for the better for the African people.
It appears Obama does not understand that Africa is more important than ever to the United States
and the U.S. must take its partnership with the African people more
seriously than its partnership with
the despots who prevent democracy
from taking root. Africa is a rapidly
growing actor in the global
economy but is being wooed by
China and Russia; only by gaining
the allegiance of the masses of
people instead of the controlling
elites will the US make better and
more sustainable partnerships.
It is well known that most U.S.

government aid to Africa gets siphoned off to a combination of military power to suppress grassroots
African civil society and the rest is
taken directly by African dictators
who stay in power for decades. Too
many Africans remain starving and
in squalor while nothing serious or
substantial is being done to stop the
corruption. Humanitarian aid
groups do far more effective work
but U.S. government aid is crucial
in suppressing democracy by giving violent leaders the tools of suppression.
The problem of Africa is not the
people, but instead the despotic
leaders who want to hold on to their
usurped power—and the support
they get from external powers, especially the U.S. Most African leaders cling to power as long as they
can because power leads to the opportunity for more wealth accumulation through channels of corruption long known to the international
community. The known strategies
used by these leaders to hold on to
power has been through imposing
restrictions on political participation, the use of violence, and manipulating the constitutions to
amend term limits.
Unfortunately, when African
leaders abuse their power and positions, they are supported by the
American government because
these corrupt rulers do benefit
American corporate elites by providing access to cheap human and
natural resources. This history
traces back to colonial Europe but
now is giving democracy a bad
name in Africa, and emboldens terrorists who will increasingly haunt
the U.S. too.
Obama could use his remaining
time in office to end this corruption,
halt military aid, and instead pro-

mote two-way trade with direct investments through the involvement
of the U.S. private sector, and he
must ensure that the American government works with African countries to develop and strengthen their
markets.
President Obama and the State
Department should implement
these common sense recommendations to end corruption and promote
multiparty democracy in Africa:
1. Obama should push for presidential term limits across the continent as a condition for American
support of governance. This will
certainly limit political violence as
manifested in Burundi, Uganda,
Togo, The Gambia and many other
countries.
2. Obama should also stop supporting corruption. The U.S should
freeze assets of known corrupt leaders. Several of these dictators have
millions of dollars of assets in the
U.S. and the U.S. government
knows it.
3. Any U.S. aid must be accompanied with stipulations such as
accountability and good governance.
4. Smart sanctions—issue travel
bans for dictators and their families
to the U.S. ( (If the goal for Africa
is really the spread of democracy
as stated by Obama in 2009, changing these corrupted leaders without
changing the old institutions that
they have built will be meaningless.
Right now Obama has the power to
nonviolently change the way that
Africa works for the people and all
Africans deserve better from the
powerful son of one of their own.
Foday Darboe, originally from
West Africa, is syndicated by
PeaceVoice and is a PhD candidate
in Conflict Analysis and Transformation.

(Continued from Page 11)
a l e r t t a h o e . s e i s m o . u n r. e d u /
firecams.html
Graham Kent, director of the
Seismological Laboratory, said
those cameras worked well during
a recent series of lightning strikes
around the lake.
UNR officials said about 500
citizens are looking at the public
site at various times, along with the
12 BLM dispatchers.
In addition to fire spotting, the
new locations will allow UNR to

expand its seismic detection system
and improve earthquake monitoring
in rural counties.
This kind of technology could
have a real return on investment for
our tax dollars.
*****
Thomas Mitchell is a former
newspaper editor who now writes
conservative/libertarian columns
for weekly papers in Nevada. You
may
email
Mitchell
at
thomasmnv@yahoo.com. He blogs
at http://4thst8.wordpress.com/.

Mitchell
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Time to dial-down our fear of automation

By John Bernaden
A new industrial revolution is
coming.
American factory workers will
soon be replaced by robots, threatening the economic well-being of
future generations — or so we’re
told.
Fear not. Far from dismantling
the American workforce, new labor-saving technologies are instead
poised to serve as vital engines of
job-creation and economic growth
for years to come — if U.S. lawmakers take advantage of them.
On the surface, gloomy predictions about automation appear sensible. Once robots can outperform
factory workers, it seems only a
matter of time before manufacturing labor becomes obsolete.
For example, Nevada allowed
the first driverless 18-wheelers to

Maramis

(Continued from Page 11)
others perceive you did without
ever bothering to know all the facts.
I think this has happened many
times, and the public knows such
situations by many names, not the
least of which is “lynching.”
As normal-minded adults, we
know that not everyone who is
judged on the spot and punished on
the spot is guilty; we also know that
while some are guilty, we still feel
that going through the process to get
at all the facts and let the law or the
authorities handle it is usually the
best thing to do. So if adults would
choose to have their behavior seen
in a different light, allowing for circumstances to possibly mitigate
what they did, and for any action
taken against them to diffuse the
situation and hopefully bring it
down and make it better for all concerned, how much more ought we
to consider these points in dealing
with the behavior of a child?
The impressionable child, who
is every day learning what the world
is like and what he can expect from
adults, can be easily sent down the
wrong path in his developmental
years when he is shackled and hurt
— and even shamed and embarrassed — by an authority figure,
especially one in law-enforcement.
And hitch that trauma to an already
behaviorally-challenged child with
ADHD (even though many people
out there do not want to acknowledge that it is a condition that needs
specialized handling, as opposed to
“just give ‘em a good old-fashioned
spanking” or “I can take care of that
the way my father disciplined me,”
or the like), and you are on your way
to contributing to future adults who
might well lash out in whatever way
it takes to overcome the authority
figures holding them back, and get
at those they feel have harmed them
in some way. (According to experts,
behavior typical of ADHD occurs
more commonly in children who
have experienced violence and
emotional abuse.)
Punishment, if we must use that
word, is more or less meant to be a
period at the end of a sentence. You
did THAT, now you must pay by
experiencing THIS. End of story.
Unfortunately, often the only thing
the child will remember is the punishment — how it felt and who did
it to him. The deed for which the
punishment was “earned” may well
disappear, along with the lesson that
needed to be taught or the correction that needed to take place,
whether through counseling,
therapy or medication.
Punishment itself is very common and often useless. If “punishment” worked, as employed in our
prisons, why is there so much recidivism? Of course, in prison, they
always ask the person about to be
let out on parole if they feel they’ve
been “rehabilitated.” How they’ve
been treated while “in” makes a big
difference in how they’ll feel at the
moment of being judged ready to
get out (The Shawshank Redemption is the perfect example of that,
as spoken by actor Morgan Freeman
at his parole hearing in that movie).
So-called “rehabilitation” ostensibly is the goal to society’s ongoing use of the current prison system. In they go, rehabilitated they
get, then back out to society as a
new and improved man is the plan,
so to speak. Yet every single act of
unjust violence, unnecessary unkindness, and inhumane treatment
while incarcerated all contribute to
that person’s “rehabilitated” pattern
of behavior, just as such treatment
toward a child can build up within
him or her.
The goal of any “punishment”

JOHN A. BERNADEN
cruise its highways last month. It’s
easy to imagine a future where automated semis make truck drivers
a thing of the past.
What such analyses fail to consider, however, is that new automation technologies don’t merely replace old forms of human labor. By
boosting productivity and creating

demand for new forms of human
work, these advances actually drive
job economic growth.
Known as the “multiplier effect,” this principle can be seen in
the agriculture industry.
Automating farm work has
caused agricultural productivity to
skyrocket. In 1950, one American
farmer produced enough food to
feed only 27 people. On today’s
increasingly mechanized farms, a
single farmer feeds 155 people
around the world each year — an
increase of 474 percent. And that
number continues to grow.
America has become the world’s
breadbasket thanks to its adoption
of automated technologies. No
farmer wants to get rid of his John
Deere combine and cut each corn
stalk by hand.
It’s certainly true that agricul-

for a child ought to be to call attention to why what was done was not
socially or personally acceptable,
and will never be a good way to act
as one goes along. The goal, therefore, is to change the desire for that
unacceptable behavior by showing
that it will not work and will never
be allowed, to say nothing of not
being moral or kind, or in keeping
with the golden rule, and each new
infraction will bring about a stronger reminder of that lesson. At some
point, if the child does not learn, or
cannot learn, those in charge of the
child must turn to the professionals before that behavior becomes
carved in stone.
Shackling our children, in or out
of school, shows us who we are
more than what our children did to
“deserve” it. Beating our children

— and other people’s children (as
we also recently saw in a video on
the news) — is another little thing
we can do to help traumatize our
children and help them to pass on
that “lesson” to others.
It’s hard enough to live in this
world. Children see it and experience it at their own level, which can
be traumatic enough sometimes
without the help of strangers or authority figures. Can’t we all help
make the child’s journey to adulthood a little easier — and maybe
throw in some genuine caring and
love to replace the trauma?
Maramis Choufani is the Managing Editor of the Las Vegas Tribune. She writes a weekly column
in this newspaper. To contact
Maramis,
email
her
at
maramis@lasvegastribune.com.

tural mechanization has reduced the
demand for farm workers. But it has
also given rise to countless new jobs
in related industries, from seed suppliers to agricultural scientists to
crop insurance agents.
The multiplier effect is already
apparent in the most advanced
manufacturing industries today.
Consider computer-chip making.
The multiplier effect for a factory
job can be as high as six to one. So
every high-tech manufacturing job
supports up to six jobs elsewhere
in the economy.
Fortunately, the public is beginning to see the value of automation.
A recent CNBC poll found that a
majority of those surveyed believed
that the economic benefits of technology outweigh the costs.
Yet automation skeptics ignore
what other nations know: automation is an indicator of coming
growth.
Consider China, whose GDP recently eclipsed the United States’,
according to the International Monetary Fund.
China has invested heavily in
automating its manufacturing sector. In one province, manufacturers
plan to replace human labor on an

CALL TODAY

unprecedented scale with $154 billion in government subsidies. The
International Federation of Robotics estimates that China will possess a majority of the world’s factory robots by 2017.
That will be a giant leap since
China has only 3 robots for every
1,000 workers today compared to
the United States which has 15 robots for every 1,000 workers. But
Germany and Japan currently have
one robot per 30 to 40 workers and
South Korea has a robot for every
20 workers.
China’s rapid transition to automated factories along with the rest
of the world is the clearest sign yet
that, when it comes to industries
like manufacturing, productivityenhancing machines may soon be
a requirement for competing in the
global economy.
Lawmakers must recognize the
need to modernize our nation’s
manufacturing base. If we don’t,
our economic rivals may beat us to
the punch.
John A. Bernaden is director of
corporate affairs at Rockwell Automation and vice chairman of the
Smart Manufacturing Leadership
Coalition, Inc. in Washington D.C.
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Quality counts at the
Echo & Rig Butcher and Steakhouse

By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by Echo & Rig unless otherwise indicated
Sam Marvin, Chef/Owner of Echo & Rig Butcher and
Steakhouse cares about the quality of his meals. “I know every
rancher and care about how the animals are raised and
treated.”
One unique aspect of the Echo & Rig Steakhouse is Sam’s
butcher shop inside the steakhouse. Guests see the Magnasized walk-in, wall-to-wall aging room and watch the butcher
prepare the different cuts.
Sam explained, “We know the quality of our meals because everything is hand-butchered in-house. We do all noseto-tail butchery and use every piece of the animals.”
Having a butcher on the premises, gives them the advantage of being able to prepare a wide variety of different custom cuts for the restaurant.
Sam feels, “When we receive a piece of meat and look at
it, if the color isn’t right or if the meat was bruised, we won’t
accept it. By having our own butcher, we are able to pick and
choose every aspect of the meals.
Echo and Rig wants to be part of the Las Vegas community, our prices are affordable, not expensive and the quality
is much better. This is your neighborhood butcher shop where
you can come in and purchase your chicken, pork chops,
ground beef, steaks, sausage and charcuterie.
The butcher even writes recipes for the guests and explains how to prepare some of their dishes.
He will show you a new cut, maybe if you do not want the
ribeye, he will show a Bavette at a lower price.
Almost everything is aged between 28 and 45 days depending on the cut of the animal. Some cuts take longer.
We bring an Exhibition tray to the guest’s table, a selection of what they can choose. These are really big piece’s of
in-house butcher cuts a 48-39 ounce Tomahawk steak, 35
ounce porterhouse or 21-23 ounce bone-in New York steaks.
Maybe it would be nice to slice the steak and share between
30 and 50 ounces at the table.”
One of Sam’s special recipes is their Texas slow-smoked
brisket cooked slow-and-low with Jack Daniels, mustard for
10 hours in a smoker at 220 degrees. Then the brisket is
cooked in a conventional oven for 10 hours with humidity to
make it nice and moist. This is an 18-hour process and the
meat falls off the bone.
TRY ECHO & RIG’S RECIPES
Sam Marvin partnered with SideChef, the step-by-step
cooking app for people to recreate his recipes at home in

Steak Tartare

Herb-Crusted Tri-Tip Steak

The butcher is working in the Aging Room. (Photo by Sandy Zimmerman)
their own kitchens. See www.SideChef.com.
luxury, cars, lifestyles, celebrity interviews and more. Sandy
For information, call (702)-489-3525. Echo & Rig Butcher is talk show host of the Las Vegas Today Show programs and
and Steakhouse, 440 South Rampart Boulevard. Visit Discover the Ultimate Vacation travel specials. If you want
www.echoandrig.com.
to suggest topics for articles, want to request a review, for
Award winning Sandy Zimmerman is a syndicated col- information or to ask any questions about Sandy’s articles,
umnist featuring Show and Dining reviews, travel, health, call (702) 731-6491.

Charcuterie

(From right to left) Tomahawk — 48 ounces, Tomahawk — 39 ounces, Porterhouse — 35 ounces,†Bone-in New York Steak — 21 ounces, and Bone-in New York Steak — 23 ounces.
(Photo by Sandy Zimmerman)
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Master Magician Dirk Arthur and his Big
Cats re-appear with new show at Westgate
This Week
in Las Vegas
By Mike Kermani

By Mike Kermani
Las Vegas Tribune
With a thrilling array of spectacular illusions featuring majestic
cats, Westgate Resorts announces a
new show with master magician
Dirk Arthur, Dirk Arthur Wild
Magic, scheduled to debut at the
International Westgate Theater inside Westgate Las Vegas Resort &
Casino on Monday, August 24, is a
fast-paced show that interweaves
comedy with breathtaking big cat
magic, beautiful dancers and largescale illusions.
“Debuting Wild Magic and having the opportunity to perform with
my cats on the same stage that Elvis
once did is a dream come true for
me in Las Vegas,” said Arthur. “I’m
excited to unveil electrifying new
illusions and share the experience
with guests of all ages at Westgate
Las Vegas!”
Arthur has long been a leading
advocate for the preservation of endangered species and for the humane and proper care of all animals.
During the show, audiences will
experience Arthur’s love for his
animals as they are treated with the
utmost respect and gentleness.
Arthur uses his platform to raise
funds for various animal care and
conservation programs. In fact, a
portion of merchandise sales are
donated to organizations that promote awareness and education regarding the importance of wildlife
preservation.
“We are excited to announce
Dirk Arthur Wild Magic to Westgate
Las Vegas Resort & Casino,” said
David Siegel, Founder and CEO of
Westgate Resorts. “Adding family
friendly entertainment of this caliber will provide another opportunity for our guests to create magical memories for years to come.”
Show times are Monday through
Saturday at 4 p.m. and tickets are
available for $90 (VIP), $60 (Preferred) and $50 (GA), plus taxes
and fees. Tickets go on sale this
Friday, July 31 and are available at
the Westgate Box Office or by calling (800) 222-5361.
*****

GORDIE AT 1,740! TO
HOST ‘GOLD CARPET’
AT THE GOLDEN NUGGET
LAS VEGAS
Anniversary events for shows in
Las Vegas are a dime a dozen, but
for entertainer Gordie Brown, they
are ideal for amassing family,
friends, and fans, if only to have an
excuse to throw a party. The longtime Las Vegas headliner will celebrate “Gordie at 1,740” on Thursday, August 20 at The Golden Nugget Las Vegas.
The ‘gold carpet’ event will toast
Gordie’s “almost at 2,000” landmark number of performances at
the iconic downtown hotel and casino, while also unveiling new impressions and new songs.
“Every show in Vegas, hopefully, reaches some sort of mile-

stone, and more power to them,”
said Gordie. “We just wanted an
excuse to party.”
Gordie, who has performed in
Las Vegas for more than 27 years,
began headlining at The Golden
Nugget Las Vegas in Feburary 2009
in the state-of-the-art theater now
known as the Gordie Brown Showroom, following a North American
tour with Celine Dion. A
multitalented entertainer, Gordie
brings to life iconic stars including
Elvis Presley, Sammy Davis Jr., and
Arnold Schwarzenegger, with his
signature impressions alongside a
five-piece live band.
A native of Montreal, Canada,
Gordie moved to Las Vegas with the
goal of working with fellow Canadians Paul Anka and Rich Little.
The gamble paid off and before he
knew it, he was opening for both
Anka and Little. Gordie went on to
work with other stars including Jay
Leno, Louie Anderson, Kenny
Rogers, Randy Travis, Barry
Manilow, and Jerry Seinfeld, before
opening up his own headlining
show.
“Life’s too short to take yourself
too seriously,” said Gordie. “At my
show, we’re all about having a good
time and a good laugh, and turning
that into an unforgettable night. I
only perform my 1,740th show once,
so we might as well have a great
time doing it.”
Gordie Brown performs Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday, and Sunday in the Gordie
Brown Showroom at The Golden
Nugget Las Vegas. Tickets to the
show can be purchased at
www.goldennugget.com or by calling (866) 946-5336.
*****
6TH ANNUAL KIEHL’S
LIFERIDE FOR AMFAR REVS
INTO THE FORUM SHOPS
ON AUGUST 10
Meet celebrity motorcycle riders, enjoy refreshments and complimentary 20-minute seated facials
or hand massages while learning
about amfAR at Kiehl’s Since 1851
inside The Forum Shops at Caesars
on August 10 from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m.
A public celebration of the third
stop of the of the 6th annual Kiehl’s
LifeRide for amfAR, a multi-day,
multi-state, charitable motorcycle
ride from Denver to San Diego, led
by Kiehl’s President Chris
Salgardo, to raise funds and awareness for amfAR, the Foundation for
AIDS Research, the event will feature celebrity riders including; actor Vanessa Marcil, actor Jay Ellis,
rugby champion Ben Cohen, musician Chris Kael, actor Grant
Reynolds and artist Conrad Leach.
Rallying at 10 retail stores along
the route including The Forum
Shops, the company will donate a
total of $150,000 over the course
of the ride. At each stop, the public
will be invited to meet the riders,
learn more about amfAR and contribute to the non-profit. At the conclusion of this year’s ride, Kiehl’s
will have raised $1,270,000 for
amfAR, funding seven cure-related
research projects since 2010.
To further support amfAR,
100% of Kiehl’s net profits from the
sale of the Limited Edition Ultimate
Strength Hand Salve, will benefit
amfAR, The Foundation for AIDS
Research. In addition, 100 percent
of Kiehl’s net profits from the sale
of LIFERIDE: Riding for a Cure, a
coffee-table photo book chronicling
the first five years of LifeRide, up

to $10,000, will benefit amfAR.
Featuring photos by Grammy
award-winning photographer
Travis Shinn, the brand-new book
launches in all Kiehl’s retail stores
beginning August 1. The book retails for $60. In celebration of
LifeRide, every customer that visits Kiehl’s inside The Forum Shops
on August 10 will receive a 15 percent discount on all purchases, with
the exception of charitable products
and value sets. Kiehl’s will donate
that 15 percent difference to

amfAR, up to $115,000.
*****
HARD ROCK HOTEL/LAS
VEGAS/YAHOO SPORTS
ULTIMATE FANTASY
FOOTBALL NATIONAL
DRAFT DAY PARTY
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Las
Vegas is teaming up with Yahoo
Sports to host the Ultimate Fantasy
Football National Draft Day Party
on Saturday, Aug. 29. The festivities will kick off at noon inside The
Joint with advice from Yahoo
Sports Fantasy Football experts,
meet and greets with football legends, fun games and much more.
Pigskin lovers can also take advantage of additional specials on property by booking Hard Rock Hotel’s
unbeatable Party Package.
“We are excited to partner with
Yahoo Sports again this year to host
one of Las Vegas’ best draft day
parties,” said Hard Rock Hotel’s
Chief Operating Officer Jody Lake.
“The Joint is a versatile venue that
allows us to put on events only Hard

Rock Hotel is known for. We’re
going all out to transform the space
into a football fanatic’s dream.”
Guests can reserve spots with
their team for complimentary entry
and...
—Get tips on draft picks from a
panel of Yahoo Sports Fantasy Football experts.
—Play the newest football video
game in 4K Ultra HD.
—Compete against teammates in
a Virtual Field Goal Kick Simulator.
—Play bar games such as
foosball, air hockey and giant Jenga.
—Get a complimentary draft day
gift and kit.
—Receive two complimentary
beers.
Participate in meet and greets
and photo opportunities with former
professional football players Jim
Kelly, Randall Cunningham and
Maurice Jones-Drew.
Guests looking to stay and play
on property can also take advantage
of Hard Rock Hotel’s over-the-top
Party Package. The unbeatable offer includes hotel accommodations
(a two-night minimum available
from Wednesday, Aug. 26 to
Wednesday, Sept. 2, starting at $49
per night); two tickets to REHAB
(passes may be used on Saturday,
Aug. 29 or Sunday, Aug. 30); a $25
beverage credit with purchase of
two entrees at Pink Taco; a free coffee with purchase of pastry or breakfast sandwich at Fuel Cafe; one
complimentary well cocktail, beer
or wine at The Ainsworth; and $10
off a meal with a minimum purchase
of $40 at Mr. Lucky’s Cafe.
For more information, to reserve
spots for the event or to book Hard
Rock Hotel’s Party Package (mention code: YAHOOFF), please visit
http://yahoosportsnationaldraftday.
hardrockhotel.com.
*****
Mike Kermani is an entertainment writer for the Las Vegas Tribune newspaper. He writes a weekly
column in this newspaper. To contact Mike Kermani, email
mkermani@ lasvegas tribune.com
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Neon Museum welcomes Riviera sign

By Jerry Fink
Las Vegas Tribune
Illuminating for the first time
since the property closed on May
4, the Neon Museum officially lit
the Riviera Hotel & Casino sign.
The Riviera joins a small group
of restored signs in the Neon
Boneyard that are able to be illuminated. The sign is located just
above the iconic Stardust sign.
Young Electric Sign Company
(YESCO) generously updated the
sign by donating a new electrical
system and bulbs.
ABOUT THE SIGN:
The Riviera opened on the northern part of the Strip in 1955 during
a precarious time; this was when
there was doubt the Las Vegas casino boom would last due to casinos opening in quick succession.
The “Riv” was the first high-rise
hotel on Las Vegas Boulevard. Its
elegant design set it apart from
many of the other resorts that often
resembled the motor courts that
were popular with travelers.
The resort was a successful entertainment spot. Liberace played
on opening night and headlined for
many years.
Dean Martin performed and
even owned a stake in the business.
The Riviera also played host to a
variety of billiards tournaments including the American Poolplayers
Association held every year at the
resort for more than 20 years, including the week before the Riviera
closed in May 2015.
Several pieces of the graceful
signage were donated to the museum, including this piece that
originally adorned the Riviera’s
East Side porte-cochére.
The Neon Museum is located at
770 N Las Vegas Blvd.
ABOUT THE NEON MUSEUM:
Founded in 1996, the Neon Museum is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization dedicated to collecting,
preserving, studying and exhibiting
iconic Las Vegas signs for educational, historic, arts and cultural
enrichment.
In addition to an approximately
two-acre Neon Museum campus,
which includes the outdoor exhibition space known as the Neon
Boneyard, the museum also encom-

passes a visitors’ center housed inside the former La Concha Motel
lobby; the Neon Boneyard North
Gallery, a separate outdoor exhibition space which is open for educational programs, photography
shoots, weddings and special
events; as well as nine restored
signs installed as public art
throughout downtown Las Vegas.
Public education, outreach, research, archival preservation and a
grant-funded neon sign survey represent a selection of the museum’s
ongoing projects. Both the Neon
Boneyard and the La Concha Visitors’ Center are located at 770 Las
Vegas Blvd. North in Las Vegas.
For more information, visit
www.NeonMuseum.org.
*****
JONNY LANG RETURNS
TO LAS VEGAS WITH
PERFORMANCE AT
BOULDER STATION
Grammy Award-winning blues
singer and guitarist Jonny Lang is
returning to Las Vegas for a performance at The Railhead inside Boulder Station on Friday, August 21 at
8 p.m.
Tickets for Jonny go on sale Friday, May 15 at 10 a.m. Doors open
at 7 p.m. and guests under 21 must
be accompanied by an adult. Tickets can be purchased at any Station
Casinos Reward Center and The
Fiestas, by logging onto
www.sclv.com/concerts or through
Ticketmaster at (800) 745-3000 or
www.ticketmaster.com.
Sixteen years ago, at the age of
16, Jonny Lang found incredible
success with the release of his major label debut album Lie To Me.
Fame does not seem to have
impacted him from being the same
country farm boy from Fargo, ND
who got his start in the local clubs
of Minneapolis.
He survived the passage of
youth to adulthood, fell in love,
began a family and in the process
passed through the life lessons we
all endure.
He has a keen sense of what he
aims to achieve creatively, what
music means to him, and is focused
on the impact that his songs bring
to the lives of those that encounter
his repertoire.

COUNTRY MUSIC HALL OF
FAMER VINCE GILL TO
PERFORM AT THE PEARL
One of the most popular and
most recorded singers of the past
quarter-century, superstar Vince
Gill has become the measure of
excellence in country music.
His vocal performances are
spellbinding, his songwriting emotionally powerful and his guitarplaying world-class. Gill, along
with his top-notch band will be performing at The Pearl inside Palms
Casino Resort on Friday, August 28
at 8 p.m. Tickets start go on sale to
the public on Friday, May 1 at noon.
Gill achieved his big breakthrough with “When I Call Your
Name,” which won the Country

Music Association’s Single of the
Year award. Since then, he has won
17 more CMA honors, including
Song of the Year four times — making him the most-awarded artist in
that category in CMA history.
The Academy of Country Music has handed Gill eight awards,
including the prestigious The Home
Depot Humanitarian Award and the
Career Achievement Award.
Since 1990, Gill has received 20
GRAMMY Awards and has sold
more than 26 million albums, he
was inducted into the Country Music Hall of Fame in 2007 and he is
also a member of the Grand Ole
Opry.
In August 2012, Gill was honored with a star on the Hollywood
Walk of Fame. Gill is a member of
the four-time Grammy-nominated
band The Time Jumpers which released its first studio album in 2012
on Rounder Records.
In 2014, Gill released his first
duet record with legendary pedal
steel guitar player and fellow Time
Jumper Paul Franklin. Entitled
Bakersfield , the record pays homage to two of Gill and Franklin’s
musical heroes: Buck Owens and
Merle Haggard.
In addition to his passion for
music, Gill donates a great deal of
his time supporting numerous
charitable organizations. He is one
of country music’s most active and
effective humanitarians.
Doors at The Pearl will open at
7 p.m. and show time is 8 p.m. The
Pearl Box Office is open daily from
noon until 7 p.m. with extended
hours on select event days. Follow
The Pearl on Twitter at
@PearlatPalms or on Facebook for
concert announcements, event information and exclusive venue
presale information.
*****
THE IMPROV AT HARRAH’S:
AUGUST 4-9
The world-famous Improv at
Harrah’s Las Vegas is the longestrunning comedy club on the Las
Vegas Strip. The Improv’s ability
to showcase young comedians, as
well as bring in big names, has attributed to its longevity and success.
Each week, The Improv showcases some of the funniest and
freshest faces in comedy, creating

a show that is always unique and
definitely funny. The comedians
who will perform August 4-9 are:
Kivi Rogers: Kivi Rogers was
born for the spotlight. Rogers has
made guest appearances on many
television programs including “The
West Wing”, “Dharma and Greg”,
“Home Improvement” and “Everybody Loves Raymond.” He performed at the prestigious “HBO/US
Comedy Arts Festival” in Aspen
and on HBO’s “Def Comedy Jam.”
Rogers has appeared on “The Tonight Show with Jay Leno” and
performed at nearly 1000 colleges
nationwide. In 1998, Rogers was
nominated for NACA Comedian of
the Year.
Nika Williams: Nika Williams
was born in Miami, FL moved to
Los Angeles, CA to begin doing
stand-up and sketch comedy. Her
stand-up comedy garnered her a
spot in the Shaq Comedy Contest
and Centric TV’s “Next Comedy
All Star.” She’s also appeared on
VH1, “2 Broke Girls” and Nick
Canon’s “Wild ‘N Out.” You can
also catch her impersonating celebrities like Rihanna and Halle Berry
in
her
web
series
“MothaFunnyQuickies.”
Sean Kent: Sean Kent has been
praised for his “endlessly creative
mind.” He has released three highly
rated albums of original material,
which are featured on Pandora and
Sirius/XM Radio. He is recently
known for his starring role on
A&E’s original series “Modern
Dads” and headlining NickMom’s
“NickMom Night Out.” Sean works
to raise awareness by speaking and
performing at a variety of annual
charity events for cancer.
Shows are at 8:30 p.m. and 10
p.m. Tuesday through Sunday. Special VIP tickets include special seating, an Improv T-shirt and postshow meet-and-greet with the comics. Special two-for-one tickets are
also available for locals for the 10
p.m. show. Tickets and ticket prices
are available at Harrah’s Box Office 702-369-5223 and online at
www.harrahslasvegas.com.
*****
Jerry Fink is an entertainment
columnist for the Las Vegas Tribune
newspaper and writes a weekly column. To contact Fink, email him at
jfink@ lasvegastribune.com.
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Read the food labels before you buy
By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by U.S. Food & Drug Administration
You are trying to eat right and protect your health. Don’t
forget to read the food labels before you buy.
These food labels are confusing but the information is
important to know for your health.
In 1994, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) introduced a new food label. The nutrition facts identify the nutrients for each food.
There are certain items required to be listed by law. Study
by weight, the most weight first and down to the lowest.
Whether you wish to limit your sodium (salt), protein,
potassium, prosperous, carbohydrates (sugars) and fiber for
health reasons or want well balanced meals, this is a guide
for everyone.
The label shows how many grams of protein, each 7 grams
equals one ounce of protein. Potassium and phosphorous may
be listed as percent daily values based on the recommended
daily allowances (RDA).
If you have Diabetes, this information is important because choosing foods with less sugar and more fiber helps in
controlling Diabetes.
Balancing your meals means studying these factors. Know
your calories, fats, cholesterol, carbohydrates, protein, potassium and phosphorous. Ask your dietitian or doctor about
your recommended daily dietary needs.
The FDA has compiled information on their website http:/
/www.fda.gov/Food/IngredientsPackagingLabeling/
LabelingNutrition/ucm274593.htm#see1
This information is illustrated in this article. In the main
or top section (see #1-4 and #6 on the sample nutrition label), can vary with each food product; it contains productspecific information (serving size, calories, and nutrient information). The bottom part (see #5 on the sample label) contains a footnote with Daily Values (DVs) for 2,000 and 2,500
calorie diets. This footnote provides recommended dietary
information for important nutrients, including fats, sodium
and fiber. The footnote is found only on larger packages and
does not change from product to product.
In the following Nutrition Facts label we have colored
certain sections to help you focus on those areas that will be
explained in detail. You will not see these colors on the food
labels on products you purchase.
The information in the main or top section (see #1-4 and
#6 on the sample nutrition label below), can vary with each
food product; it contains product-specific information (serving size, calories, and nutrient information).
In the illustrated Nutrition Facts label we have colored
certain sections to help you focus on those areas that will be
explained in detail. You will not see these colors on the food
labels on products you purchase.
Award winning Sandy Zimmerman is a syndicated columnist featuring Show and Dining reviews, travel, health, luxury,

1. The Serving Size

2. Calories (and Calories from Fat)

3. Limit these Nutrients

6. The Percent Daily Value (%DV)

4. Get Enough of these Nutrients

5. Understanding the Footnote on the Bottom of
the Nutrition Facts Label
cars, lifestyles, celebrity interviews and more. Sandy is talk
show host of the Las Vegas Today Show programs and Discover the Ultimate Vacation travel specials. If you want to
suggest topics for articles, want to request a review, for information or to ask any questions about Sandy’s articles, call
(702)-731-6491.

Nutrients With a %DV but No Weight Listed —
Spotlight on Calcium

Comparison of Plain Yogurt and Yogurt with Fruit

Comparision of Plain Yogurt, left, and Fruit Yogurt, right. Nutrients Without a %DV: Trans Fats, Protein, and Sugars

Comparison
of 2% Milk
(reduced fat)
and
Nonfat Milk

Comparision of REDUCED FAT MILK - 2% Milkfat, left and NONFAT MILK, right.
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SOCIAL SECURITY AWARENESS

Retirement: Are you
part of the 36 percent?
By Michael Passante
Back in the spring of 2014, USA
Today published a sobering article
about the lack of adequate retirement savings in the United States.
If you’ve ever looked at your savings for retirement and thought you
needed to get on track and start accumulating for the future, you
aren’t alone.
The findings in the article show
that very few people have much
tucked away for retirement. What’s
worse is that many of these same
individuals have never come up
with a plan or thought about how
much they’ll need down the road.
Currently, about 36 percent of
workers have less than $1,000 in
individual savings and investments
for retirement. This doesn’t take
into account the value of their primary residence or any interest they
may have in pension plans. This is
unfortunate because the individuals
solely relying on a pension in retirement may find themselves living on a meager fixed income with
no discretionary assets to fall back
on years into retirement. Only 40
percent of individuals surveyed
have over $25,000 saved for retirement.
Think About It
Unfortunately, the survey also
shows that the problem is not being addressed. When asked whether
they’ve thought about how much
income they’ll need on a consistent
basis in the future, or how much
they’ll have to accumulate in savings to satisfy those needs, only 44
percent of respondents say they or
their spouses have thought about or
tried to calculate this figure. This
shows how few people actually engage in goal setting or have put to-

gether a savings plan for the future.
This is a very real crisis that our
country will face over the next
twenty years as more and more individuals transition into their retirement years and simply do not have
enough saved to live comfortably.
Only 18 percent of respondents said
they are confident they would feel
secure in retirement. The majority
of those that do not have adequate
savings are not taking the important
steps to think about how much

they’ll need in the future. The unfortunate truth is that an unwillingness to address the problem will
only exacerbate it.
Easy First Step
Almost everyone knows of an
individual struggling to make it
through retirement. There are some
clear steps that you can take to make
sure this doesn’t happen to yourself
or any of your loved ones. The first
and most important step is to start
a planning process.

Money Impact of Supreme
Court’s Gay Marriage Ruling
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A look at how Social Security, taxes and other
financial matters will now affect same-sex couples.
By Susan Johnston
Last month, the Supreme Court
struck down state bans on same-sex
marriage, conferring the same marriage rights to same-sex couples
that heterosexual couples receive in
all 50 states and the District of Columbia. Now, same-sex couples
have the equal right to experience
the ups and downs of marriage,
which includes figuring out taxes,
IRAs and estate planning.
Before the court’s decision,
same-sex couples faced a confusing patchwork of state and federal
laws around taxes and money. For
instance, if their marriage was recognized in their home state, they
could file a state tax return as married but had to file federal tax returns separately. If they moved to a
state that didn’t recognize their
marriage, then they might have to
take extra measures to ensure their
home was properly titled and sign
power of attorney documents so one
spouse could make financial decisions for the other if needed.
Here’s a look at some ways
same-sex couples’ finances could
be impacted by the recent ruling.
Social Security
Until recently, same-sex couples
did not qualify for spousal benefits
from Social Security if their marriage wasn’t legally recognized.
“Now that they’re considered legally married, they’ll have more
options when they go to apply for
Social Security benefits,” says
Holly Hanson, principal and
founder of Harmony Financial
Strategies, a Los Angeles-based
firm that works with LGBT and
nontraditional families. “They
could have access to their spouse’s
benefits, which could be higher.”
For any surviving spouse trying
to collect survivor benefits, the
claimant must have been married to
the deceased for at least nine
months. Hanson says it still remains
to be seen if the Social Security Administration will include marriages
before the June 26 Supreme Court
decision when determining eligibility. “Someone could have been
married for five, 10 years before
that,” she points out, encouraging
those who might be eligible to still
apply.
Retirement planning
Before the ruling, a working
same-sex spouse in a state that
didn’t recognize the marriage
couldn’t contribute to a spousal IRA
for a non-working spouse, explains
Jessa Fannin, a chartered retirement
planning counselor with Libertas
Wealth Management Group in Ohio
(one of the 13 states that previously
did not recognize same-sex marriage). Now they can contribute up
to $5,500 per year (or $6,500 for
those over 50) to a spousal IRA.
And for legally married couples, an
IRA would automatically pass onto
the spouse when the account holder
died. For couples whose marriage
wasn’t legally recognized, the surviving spouse would only inherit
the IRA if he or she had been designated as the beneficiary.
Pension benefits were another
pain point for same-sex couples
whose marriage wasn’t recognized.
For legally married couples “you
may have a lump sum payout option and an option for annuity,”
Hanson says. “Annuities typically
go according to your life only. If
their spouse wasn’t recognized, that
option wasn’t available.”
Estate planning
Historically, many same-sex
couples ignored estate planning or
spent thousands of dollars on estate
lawyers to ensure a partner received
assets upon the other partner’s
death. “Now, the legally married
spouse is able to administer the estate,” Hanson says. “Before you
could have relatives come in and
contest the will.” Legally recognized marriages also will help
same-sex marriage couples avoid
estate tax or gift tax when transferring or bequeathing assets to a
spouse.
Taxes
Filing a state tax return as married and a separate federal tax return as an individual was cumbersome for many couples and could
cost more in tax preparation fees.
However, for some, filing joint
taxes now may in fact cost more
than filing separately thanks to the
so-called marriage penalty. “If you
have two people who are working
and not necessarily making the
same income, now it’s possible that

they’re going to wind up paying a
little more tax,” says Michael
Eisenberg, a certified public accountant and personal financial specialist with Innovative Wealth Advisors in Encino, California. That
said, if one spouse has capital gains,
the couple might be able to offset
that using the other spouse’s losses,
a strategy that wasn’t available to
same-sex couples before.
Also before the ruling, same-sex
couples whose marriage wasn’t legally recognized could owe taxes
on employer-provided health insurance benefits for the non-spouse.
Some employers grossed up pay
checks to cover the extra taxes, but
now same-sex couples can avoid
taxes on this so-called “phantom
income” altogether. According to
Eisenberg, it remains to be seen if
the states that didn’t recognize
same-sex marriage will allow
couples to file amended state tax
returns as married and get a refund.
Amended returns aren’t free, so
couples should weigh that cost
against the size of the refund.
Divorce
Now that same-sex marriage is
legally recognized in every state,
couples who decide to split up will
be able to legally divorce. Before
the ruling, most states treated them
as “unequals with no legal rights
that married couples would have in
terms of division of property,” says
New York-based divorce attorney
Bruce Provda. “They were treated
as strangers to each other.”
Now that divorce is a legal option, same-sex couples should consider signing a prenuptial, because
while marriage may be a hardfought right, divorce can be financially ugly. “There’ll be a new avenue of matrimonial discourse open
for a lot of attorneys,” Provda says.
While there are still some
wrinkles to be ironed out, Fannin
predicts that the ruling will help gay
and lesbian couples streamline their
finances. For those that lived in
states that didn’t recognize their
marriage, she says, “they would
have to go to great lengths and expense to handle some of these situations.”

Here’s how same-sex couples’ finances could be impacted by the landmark ruling.
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Who’s ready for a 10 percent cut
to their Social Security benefits?
By Sean Williams
Social Security isn’t just an issue that garners a lot of attention
among seniors and pre-retirees —
it’s arguably the most important issue that aging Americans face.
Social Security
takes center stage
Come retirement, the Social Security program is designed to replace about 40 percent of a workers’ income. In reality, though,
nearly half of all unmarried elderly
beneficiaries get 90 percent of more
of their income from Social Security. The thought of tinkering with
benefits is equally worrisome for
baby boomers nearing or just entering retirement. Many were clobbered by the Great Recession, and
a good chunk could be entering retirement with an inadequate amount
of savings.
The Social Security program,
however, isn’t in great shape. The
Old-Age, Survivors and Disability
Insurance Trust, or collectively the
OASDI, is slated to burn through
its remaining cash reserves by 2033.
If Congress can’t come to a longterm solution that involves raising
additional revenue and/or cutting
expenses, benefits for eligible beneficiaries will be cut by 23 percent.
That’s a big problem, and it has seniors and pre-retirees concerned.
The root of the problem stems
from two major demographic shifts.
First, we’re living longer than ever.
A long life expectancy is great news
for everyone, except the Social Security Administration, which has to
pay out benefits for a longer period
of time. Also, baby boomers are
retiring in greater numbers, pushing the worker-to-beneficiary ratio
lower. By 2033, the outflow of cash
from the OASDI over what’s being
brought in via the payroll tax will
exhaust its cash reserves.
How do we fix this? According
to Republican presidential candidate Chris Christie, we need to
make some pretty radical reforms
to the entitlement program.
Are you ready to kiss 10
percent of your Social
Security benefits goodbye?
Christie’s recommendation to
fix Social Security, like many before it, focuses on the coming generations to receive Social Security
benefits and not on current retirees.
Thus, if you’re already receiving
benefits, you can breathe a bit
easier.
Christie’s plan of attack is twofold. First, Christie wants to reduce
entitlements for upper-income earners. He called for reduced benefits
for people earning in excess of
$80,000 per year and suggested
eliminating Social Security payments entirely for individuals making more than $200,000 per year.
But the more radical plan isn’t the
proposed means-testing of Social
Security — it’s raising the retirement age on top and bottom.
Per Christie, he’d like to see the
full retirement age moved from age
67, which is where it currently
stands for those born after 1960, to
69. More interestingly, he also
wants to enact a raise to the minimum age at which retirees can claim
benefits from age 62 to age 64.
Since the average American has a
life expectancy of 21 years by age
60, Christie’s plan calls for a lifetime Social Security benefits cut of
around 10 percent. Christie’s plan
would see the retirement age on top
and bottom increase gradually by
two months per year until they
reach their desired target, so we’d
be looking at 12 years of retirement
age increases.
Would Christie’s
proposal work?
There are arguably about a
dozen different ways that Social
Security can be “fixed” to ensure
its long-term survival, but not every fix solves the entire budget
shortfall or makes everyone happy.
Christie’s proposal cuts lifetime
benefits payouts by about 10 percent, potentially saving the OASDI
from having to cut benefits by 2033
(although specific savings figures
from Christie haven’t been provided yet). It may also coerce preretirees and Generation X to work
longer, which makes sense given
that we’re living longer than ever.
It would also allow workers the
opportunity to save more of their
income prior to retirement, and it
would generate more payroll tax
revenue for the OASDI. Whether
this extra payroll tax revenue and
lowered benefits bridges the current
shortfall is still anyone’s guess.
But Christie’s proposal also has
adverse effects. It turns out that raising the retirement age could be very

bad news for the nation’s poorest
citizens who rely on Social Security income in their golden years.
On average, the SSA’s data
shows that Social Security benefits
make up 55 percent of the income
of low-income retirees. Although
the lifetime monthly payments are
lower the earlier you file, lower-income individuals sometimes have
no choice but to file as soon as possible. Health problems, inability to
find a job (it’s a lot tougher for seniors to find a well-paying job in
today’s jobs market), or the need for
income can all impact their decision
to file as early as possible. Raising
the minimum retirement age could
also result in a situation known as
“job lock” whereby workers remain
stuck in their job (whether they like
it or not) because they simply can’t
afford to leave without guaranteed
Social Security income. Pushing
this date off another two years could
be disastrous for the lower-income
group.
But it’s not just that low-income
Americans would suffer by pushing the minimum retirement age
and full retirement age of Social
Security up by two years. It might
actually favor upper-income earners. As The Washington Post reports, lifetime Social Security benefits can often reflect a person’s
socioeconomic status. The poorest
Americans often lack access to adequate nutrition and healthcare,
while the richest Americans have
ample access to medical care and
can make healthier food choices.
The result is the rich tend to live
longer than the poor overall, and
thus they collect more in Social
Security benefits over their lifetime.
The problem is Social Security is a
luxury for the rich, whereas for the
poor it’s a necessity, and Christie’s
plan doesn’t appear to address this.
The most popular Social
Security fix
As I said, this isn’t a flip-of-theswitch fix where everybody’s
happy in the end.
According to The Washington
Post, which conducted an informal
study last year that allowed online
respondents to select which of 12
methods they’d support to fix Social Security (respondents could
select all that appealed to them),
boosting the earnings cap on the
payroll tax proved to be by far the
most popular fix.

In total, 70 percent of respondents favored raising the payroll
earnings cap, which in 2015 sits at
$118,500. What this means is that
upper-income earners won’t pay a
single cent in taxes into the Social
Security program beyond their
$118,500th dollar of income. As
you might imagine, there aren’t too
many people in this camp. On the
other side of the coin, we have the
majority of Americans who are paying Social Security payroll taxes on
every cent they earn. This disparity
has led to calls for a significant
boost to the earnings cap on the

payroll tax. The problem with
boosting the payroll cap, or even
eliminating it completely, is it only
partially resolves the budget shortfall. More expense cuts or tax revenue increases would be needed.
Raising the retirement age was
actually the second most preferred
fix, but it sat way behind the payroll cap increase with just 45 percent of respondents in favor of such
a change. More importantly,
though, the respondents in this
study were only under the impression that the full retirement age
would be slowly raised, and that the

age at which minimum retirement
benefits would be hit would remain
unchanged at age 62.
But, of course, there are downsides to this plan. As noted above,
raising the retirement age could hurt
low-income retirees, while raising
the earnings cap could dramatically
boost taxes for the wealthy without
giving them much of a boost in the
way of increased benefits come
retirement. Simply put, there is no
easy fix, but we’re probably going
to see a bounty of Social Security
plans come to the forefront during
the 2016 presidential election.
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What You
Need To
Know
By Dr Nina Radcliff

Sensibly Cut Calories
By Nina Radcliff, MD
My financial planner once told
me, “It’s easier to not spend money
than it is to earn it.” That’s how I
feel about calories and weight: “It’s
easier not to eat it than to burn it.”
Like many, I am surprised (and saddened) that a one-hour, all-out,
panting sweat session on my treadmill or elliptical machine only
burns about 450 calories. Yet, if
necessary, I could consume 450
calories of potato chips, cookies, or
other tasty delights in less than three
minutes. Where’s the fairness in
that?
Research has shown that people
feel full due to the amount, or volume, of food we eat, not the calories we consume. Therefore, it is
possible to consume fewer calories
without feeling hungry. And, it is
reasonable to drop a pound a week
by trimming 500 calories a day.
Sounds like a lot? You will be surprised how making some easy
swaps and tweaks can help us drop
extra, unwanted weight.
—Don’t eat in front of the
tube. Studies have shown that eating while distracted—watching
television, reading, playing
games—can result in an extra 10
percent more calories consumed.
Additionally, distracted eating was
shown to increase the number of
calories we eat later in the day by
25 percent! When people are able
to recall memories of how much
they had eaten in a previous meal,
they were less likely to eat as much
later on. In other words, pay attention while we eat!
—Limit salad toppings. The
word salad equates with healthy.
However, some of our favorite toppings are laden with fat and calories. Instead of sprinkling croutons
(1 cup=122 calories), dried fruit (1
cup dried cranberries=123 calories), or fried chicken or shrimp, get
creative with tasty toppers like
roasted bell peppers or grilled onions, chicken, or shrimp. And when
choosing a salad dressing, opt for
fat-free, low-fat, or a healthy fat
such as olive oil or grape seed oil
dressing. A tablespoon of Ranch
Dressing has a whopping 73 calories, with the majority from fat! So
the next time you go out to eat, ask
that the dressing be served on the
side.
—Downsize our dinnerware.
There is a saying that “Oftentimes
our eyes are bigger than our stomachs.” In other words, visual cues
and perception may play a role in
the amount of food we consume.
This has led some experts to suggest that using a small plate or bowl
can help curb the number of calories we consume. The theory behind
it is that when we see a large plate
with empty space, we perceive that
we are eating less and will either
pile more food on, or go for a second serving. One study showed that
swapping a 12-inch plate to one that
is 8 to 10 inches can result in 22%
less calories consumed.
—Accounting. Packaged and
boxed foods have standardized labels that describe the number of
calories and fat in a certain serving
size. Before reaching into the bag
or box, make sure to read the label
and ascertain how many cookies,
chips, bowls, or bars are in a serv-

ing size, and limit your snack to just
that.
—Separate ourselves from the
gravy train. When platters and
serving dishes are in front of us on
the table, it is tempting to have seconds, thirds, and maybe even
fourths. By plating our food in the
kitchen and leaving the serving
dishes there, we may be less likely
to eat even when we are full.
—Saving for later. When we go
out to eat, consider asking our
server to pack half of our meal to
take home before we start eating.
In addition to not stuffing our face
and having an uncomfortable food
coma, breakfast (or lunch) is
served!
—Cheer lightly. Did you know
that a 10-ounce Margarita can exceed 550 calories; a 9-ounce Mai
Tai 620 calories; a 12-ounce Pina
Colada 586 calories; and a Long
Island Iced Tea 543 calories? Seemingly innocuous drinks can cause
our weighing machines to tip the
scale. When ordering mixed drinks,
consider mixing with club soda,
tonic water, or citrus, or even having your drink on the rocks to curb
the calories.
—Get your ZZZ’s. Just one
night of sleep deprivation can result in an extra 600-1000 extra calories consumed that day. And having a sleepless week can add up
when we weigh ourselves. Sleep
has an effect on our appetite, physical activity, metabolism, and cues
that tell us we are full.
When it comes to weight loss, it
is tempting to turn to crash diets that
severely restrict food intake. Unfortunately, when we resume our normal diet, the weight comes back to
haunt us, and this can lead us to a
frustrating yo-yo phenomenon. We
are more likely to be successful in
maintaining an ideal weight by aiming for a slow, steady weight loss
through smart maneuvers that decrease calorie intake while maintaining an adequate nutrient intake
and increasing physical activity.
Let’s aim to cut calories and fat
without eating less nutritious food.
Bon appetit!
*****
Dr. Nina Radcliff is dedicated to
her profession, her patients and her
community, at large. She is passionate about sharing truths for healthy,
balanced living as well as wise preventive health measures. She completed medical school and residency training at UCLA and has
served on the medical faculty at The
University of Pennsylvania. She is
a Board Certified Anesthesiologist
and a member of the American Society of Anesthesiologists where she
serves on committees for Young
Physicians and Communications.
Author of more than 200 textbook
chapters, research articles, medical
opinions and reviews; she is often
called upon by media to speak on
medical, fitness, nutrition, and
healthy lifestyle topics impacting
our lives, today.
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EarthTalk is written and edited by Roddy Scheer and Doug Moss
and is a registered trademark of E - The Environmental Magazine (www.emagazine.com). Send questions to:
earthtalk@emagazine.com. Subscribe: www.emagazine.com/
subscribe; Free Trial Issue: www.emagazine.com/trial.
Dear EarthTalk: Is off-shore
drilling any safer for the environment today given lessons learned
from the 2010 BP Deepwater Horizon disaster in the Gulf of
Mexico? — Leslie Jackson, Bern,
NC
The Deepwater Horizon oil rig
explosion in 2010 resulted in 11 lost
lives and hundreds of millions of
gallons of oil spilled into the Gulf
of Mexico. Various failures resulted
in the loss of well control, an explosion, fire and an ongoing spill.
Five years later, the U.S. Department of the Interior reports that
there are more floating deepwater
drilling rigs working in the Gulf of
Mexico today than prior to that devastating spill, and drilling activity
is only expected to steadily grow.
In light of this, and in response
to the findings of investigations into
the tragedy, the Interior Department
announced a proposal earlier this
year that will encompass “the most
ambitious reform agenda in the
Department’s history to strengthen,
update and modernize offshore energy regulations.”
Proposed regulations include
enhanced industry standards for
blowout prevention technologies
and reforms in well design, well
control, casing, cementing and subsea containment. U.S. Bureau of
Safety and Environmental Enforcement (BSEE) Director Brian
Salerno noted that new regulations
would also provide oversight of
equipment performance and operations through third party verification and real-time monitoring
viewed onshore. “Both industry and
government have taken important
strides to better protect human lives
and the environment from oil spills,
and these proposed measures are
designed to further build on critical lessons learned from the
Deepwater Horizon tragedy and to
ensure that offshore operations are
safe,” said Interior Secretary Sally
Jewell.
While the Interior Department
has yet to finalize its proposed regulations, this month the BSEE gave
Shell Oil approval for two Applications for Permits to Drill (APD)
to conduct limited exploratory drilling in the untouched waters of the
Chukchi Sea off of Alaska’s northwest coast. The Chukchi provides
nutrients and pristine habitat for a
multitude of organisms, says the
U.S. Audubon Society, ranging
from walruses, ice seals and whales
to millions of seabirds and the top
predator mammal, the polar bear.
“Without question, activities
conducted offshore Alaska must be
held to the highest safety, environmental protection and emergency
response standards,” Salerno said.
“Without the required well-control
system in place, Shell will not be

allowed to drill into oil-bearing
zones.”
Shell will be limited to drilling
only the top sections of wells and
barred from drilling into oil-bearing zones until they have their capping stack, equipment placed over
a well in the event of a blowout, on
site. Shell’s capping stack is currently on the M/V Fennica icebreaker ship in Portland, Oregon,

Greenpeace activists formed a human net below Portland’s St. Johns Bridge to stop the Shell Oil icebreaker
Fennica from leaving to support drilling operations in the Arctic.
where it had to stopover for repairs the APDs and request to drill into Greenpeace’s executive director
Annie Leonard said that the activto its hull after an underwater colli- oil-bearing zones.
Just recently, Greenpeace activ- ists are prepared to stay suspended
sion. If and when the vessel is capable of being deployed in the ists suspended themselves from St. from St. John’s Bridge for as long
Chukchi Sea and Shell is able to John’s Bridge in Portland to create as it takes to save the Arctic, most
satisfy the capping stack require- a “human barricade” to prevent the environmentalists aren’t holding
ment, the company may submit an M/V Fennica from departing to their breath.
waters.
While
*****
Application for Permit to Modify Alaskan

PLACES TO GO
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QUICK GETAWAYS

Imagine paradise before it was discovered
By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by Sandy Zimmerman
and Savegre Hotel, Natural
Reserve & Spa
Imagine a wilderness yet to be
discovered, a place of beauty for
wild animals and birds to flourish.
Imagine walking through this wilderness for the first time, your excitement, your senses are heightened!
This is the tropical paradise
Efrain Chacon and his brother.
Federico discovered and immediately loved. In 1954, they had
been tracking a tapir and veered off
the trail as fate changed their lives.
So extraordinary was the setting,
Efrain immediately decided to settle
there. Although the wilderness was
untouched, it would not yield shelter easily.
They had to sleep in caves by the
Savegre River and endure the hardships of life in the rain forest.
There were no people, no roads,
and no trails, only wild animals and
the beauty of nature. The closest
neighbor was many miles away.
Efrain claimed the land and began
to raise cows but the jaguars kept
eating them.
Industrious and always thinking,
Efrain stocked the river with trout.
When people heard of the abundant
number of exceptionally large trout,
they hiked from San Jose through
the jungle to the river.
Finally the Club Nacional de
Pesca (fish) promoted his retreat.
The only place to stay and eat
was with Efrain and his family in
their home.
Because so many people were
coming by the end of the 70’s,
Efrain had to build three cabins and
a road which would take four-wheel
drive vehicles. Later the beautiful
natural untouched region drew visitors for its other attractions.
This was the beginning of his
small business which grew into the
beautiful Savegre Hotel, spa, and

Founders Caridad Zuniga and Efrain Chacon
natural reserve we experienced to- the websites info@savegre.com
day.
and www.savegre.com.
Efrain Chacon is the modern day
*****
Robinson Crusoe, a man whose viAward
winning
Sandy
sion brought a paradise for every- Zimmerman is a syndicated columone to share. I interviewed Efrain nist featuring Show and Dining revia an interpreter to hear his story views, travel, health, luxury, cars,
first hand.
lifestyles, celebrity interviews and
Now in his 80’s, you can find more. Sandy is talk show host of the
Efrain and his sons supervising Las Vegas Today Show programs
their beautiful 30 room Savegre and Discover the Ultimate Vacation
Hotel, restaurant, bar, and 400-acre travel specials. If you want to sugnatural preserve.
gest topics for articles, want to reEfrain would rather move a quest a review, for information or
building than hurt nature. He wants to ask any questions about Sandy’s
his guests to experience nature, be articles, call (702)-731-6491.
around nature, and truly believes in
sustainability. Efrain has lived his
life dedicated to preserving nature.
The Savegre Hotel still has the
“feeling” of being in the wilderness
surrounded by nature. Efrain has
been able to continue to please the
public and still keep his precious
natural setting for everyone to enjoy. Upon your arrival, you might
be greeted by the founders Caridad
Zuniga, Efrain Chacon, or one of
their 11 children as well as any of
their 30 grandchildren.
The Savegre Hotel, Natural Reserve & Spa: for additional information, call (866) 549-1178 or visit

