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“I may disapprove of what you say, but I will defend to the death your right to say it” — Voltaire

Judge delays Flynn sentencing after
sharply criticizing former Trump aide

By Morgan Chalfant
The Hill
President Trump’s former national security adviser Michael
Flynn on Tuesday requested to
postpone his sentencing for lying to
FBI agents about his contacts with
a Russian ambassador until his cooperation with federal prosecutors
is fully complete.
The surprise decision by Flynn’s

My Point
of View
By Rolando Larraz

I could start my weekly column
with the routine “Merry Christmas”
to this and that person, but in all
honestly I am not in the mood for
Christmas; it is sad to see how terrible the future of this nation looks;
it is, in my mind, worse than when
Barack Obama took the reins of the
country after being elected the first
(at least partly) Black president of
the United States.
During the Obama Administration, many times people were
concerned that if they criticized
the president or his administration
they were going to be accused of
being racist, ignoring the fact that
President Obama was only one-half
Black and they could be criticizing
his half-White mistakes.
The Obama clan wants to give
their president credit for opening
the doors for Black people in opportunities and spotlighting their
success as part of Obama’s being
in office, ignoring many noticeable
factors that prove different.
In the 1920s, Langston Hughes
— particularly known for his
insightful, colorful portrayals of
Black life in America from the
’20s — was a newspaper columnist
through the ’60s.
Benjamin O. Davis Sr., the first
African-American general in the
U.S. Army in 1940, was the father
of Air Force General Benjamin O.
Davis.
Arthur W. Mitchell was the first
black Congressman from the Democratic Party.
In 1961, my friend Sammy Davis Jr. was already a shining star
entertaining the audiences at the
Sands Hotel, as was Bill Cosby
playing the Lounge at the Sahara
Hotel. In 1997 Al Roker, who
recently celebrated forty years on
the air, was already the weatherman
on NBC.
Dr. Ben Carson was already a
doctor before Barack Obama became the first Black president in
this country.
I have to be honest, in those
days I was way younger and more
ignorant about racism than I am
today because we were not as
racist in Cuba as people were in
the United States so there may be
more names that I can’t recall or
that I have space for in this column,
but it proves that Obama can only
be credited with being the first
Black president, but not credited
with opening doors for more Black
opportunities or recognition; in fact
many Black people have told me
that Obama was not that great to
them or for them.
After the November election,
Socialists-Progressives-Liberals
and Democrats have taken the
House and that is a very dangerous
sign because everything the real
Americans in Congress and the
Senate try to do will be blocked by
those who are now the majority in
the House and who I consider enemies of the American Way.
With a Socialist-Progressive-Liberal Democrat Governor
controlling the Nevada Legislature,
(See My Point of View, Page 2)

MICHAEL FLYNN

defense attorneys came after U.S.
District Judge Emmet Sullivan
admonished Flynn, a retired threestar Army general, for committing
a “serious offense” by lying to the
FBI about his discussions with
then-Russian Ambassador Sergey
Kislyak about sanctions on Moscow while serving in a high-level
role at the White House.
“This is a very serious offense,”
Sullivan in federal court in Washington, D.C., on Tuesday. “A high
ranking senior official of the government making false statements to

the Federal Bureau of Investigation
while on the physical premises of
the White House.”
Sullivan also asked Flynn and
his counsel whether they would
want to delay the sentencing, seemingly hinting that Flynn would face
a tough sentence if the decision had
gone through on Tuesday.
He noted that he would take
Flynn’s public service and cooperation with special counsel Robert
Mueller’s investigation into account but would also weigh heavily
the gravity of his offense. Sullivan

also suggested that in delaying his
sentencing until his full cooperation
in the Mueller investigation and
other ongoing probes is complete,
it could result in a lesser sentence.
Flynn was prepared to accept
responsibility for his crime and be
sentenced on Tuesday. But after a
nail-biting recess, Flynn’s attorneys
took Sullivan up on that offer, citing
foreign lobbying charges unveiled
Monday against Flynn’s former
business associate and noting it
was likely he would testify at an
(See Flynn Sentencing, Page 3)

Whither renewable power
after wind farm rejected?
By Thomas Mitchell
The Bureau of Land Management has rejected a bid by a Swedish firm to construct a mammoth
wind turbine project on the Nevada
side of the border with California
near Searchlight.
The Crescent Peak Wind Project
was to have covered 32,000 acres
of public land with as many as 220
wind turbines standing 400 to 600
feet tall and generating 500 megawatts of power. The proposed site
is adjacent to the Mojave National
Preserve and the Castle Mountain
National Monument in California
and the Wee Thump Joshua Tree
Wilderness and the South Mc-

Cullough Wilderness in Nevada.
While the vast majority of the
arguments against the project were
based on probable environmental
and ecosystem damages, some of
the reasons given by the Nevada
office of the BLM for denial were
actually ones about economics
and, perhaps most importantly, air
traffic safety.
While the land agency said the
project did not conform with the
area resource management plan, it
also cited other concerns. “These
issues include that access to the
turbines would potentially affect
the development of more than 300
(See Wind Farm Rejected, Page 6)

Wee Thump Joshua Tree Wilderness Area,
with Crescent Peak in the background.

Obama named in drug lord’s trial
By David Martin
The Horn News
Remember all of the times that
former President Barack Obama
said there weren’t any scandals
during his administration?
All Obama ended up proving
was that he could lie with a straight

face — and notorious Mexican drug
lord Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman
is proving that by throwing the
former president’s name around in
his criminal trial.
The murderous drug lord remembers one major Obama scandal very well — and he’s hoping

to parlay it into a “get out of jail
free” card.
As government watchdog Judicial Watch first reported, Guzman
is trying to use Obama’s “Fast and
Furious” debacle as a major part
of his defense against a litany of
federal criminal charges.

Guzman was extradited from
Mexico last year and is awaiting
trial in New York.
“Fast and Furious” was a disastrous Obama-era program that
allowed Mexican cartels to obtain
American-sold weapons, presum(See Obama Named, Page 7)

Migrants make outrageous demands

Thomas Mitchell
Now that’s brazen.
According to the San Diego newspaper,
some of those Central Americans stuck in
Tijuana while trying to get into the U.S.
marched to the U.S. Consulate there Tuesday
and demanded that asylum processing be
speeded up or that the U.S. pay them $50,000
each to go home. If it is dangerous for them
to return to their home countries, how much
more dangerous would it be if they returned
with what would be fortune there?
One letter delivered to the consulate said,
“It may seem like a lot of money to you. But
it is a small sum compared to everything the
United States has stolen from Honduras.”

Migrants march on U.S. consulate in Tiajuana.

This seems an odd thing to say since
Trump is threatening to cut off aid to Honduras, Guatemala and El Salvador if they
don’t stop the caravans. Honduras got $181
million in U.S. aid in 2017. Guatemala got
$127 million. El Salvador got $118 million.
One letter to the consulate said the caravans consist of “families, women and children, the majority of which are young men
who are fleeing from poverty, insecurity and
political repression under the dictatorship of
Juan Orlando Hernandez,” and demanded
the U.S. remove the Honduran president. We
believe that would be called a coup.
That’s a lot of demands from people who
want to enter the U.S.

Again, we believe the White House is bugged

By Alexandra Cohen
Las Vegas Tribune
For more than twenty months
we, at Las Vegas Tribune, have
been “suggesting” that President
Donald Trump’s home at 1600
Pennsylvania Avenue, AKA the
White House, could very well be
bugged and no one is paying attention to our very direct “suggestion”
of some type of conspiracy against
the president, personally and in his

administration.
The newspaper has also questioned the fact that the president
and any of his top advisers never
thought about terminating the services of FBI Director James Comey
from day one. Most of the time, if
not all the time, when there is a new
administration, either in government or in the private sector, there
are changes in the top positions.
It is very common that when a

gaming group takes over a casino
property that group brings in its
own trusted people; and when a
new administration takes over, it
will appoint its own trusted people.
Close to home, we learned that
the only political figure that was
successful in keeping most of the
old administration was Las Vegas
Mayor Oscar Goodman, who had
no political experience and needed
(See White House Bugged, Page 7)

Seven ways for Nevada GOP to get their mojo back

By Chuck Muth
Part one of a series
When I founded the Nevada News Bureau
back in 2009 I had only one standing editorial
order: We do not quote “political science professors” unless they had actual field experience
as a candidate or campaign manager. Otherwise
they’re just pontificating on theories they’ve
read somewhere.
It’s like quoting a priest on marriage or a draft
dodger on military strategy.

Yet media outlet after media outlet continues
to quote poli-sci gurus on what Republicans in
Nevada need to do to make a comeback in 2020
after the drubbing they suffered this election
cycle.
Or, just as bad, quoting high-priced political
consultants who were responsible for steering
the S.S. GOP right into the blue wave iceberg
in 2018. Consultants like Mike Slanker — who
successfully torpedoed Sen. Dean Heller’s
(See Republican Mojo, Page 4)
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Giuliani: Trump ‘might agree’ to
more written answers for Mueller

By Chris Mills Rodrigo
The Hill
Rudy Giuliani on Tuesday said
that President Trump’s legal team
“might agree” to giving more
written answers to questions from
special counsel Robert Mueller, according to an interview with Axios.
Giuliani, the president’s personal
attorney, said “we might agree”
to more questions and then might
provide “a few more answers. ... Or
we might not” after saying federal
prosecutors asked about possible
follow up questions when discuss-
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My Point of View
(Continued from Page 1)
I guess we are ready to hang the “Welcome
to the Sanctuary State of Nevada” sign at the
state line.
I, as well as many others at this newspaper,
have tried to alert the community to the dangers
of a Socialist-Progressive-Liberal Democrat
system in the state, but to no avail.
Take for example the board of county
commissioners, after the 2000 election when
Republican Bruce L. Woodbury won District
seat A with more than thirty thousand votes
over his Democrat rival, and Republican Chip
Maxfield beat Lois Tarkanian with more than
one thousand votes; the board has been Democrat despite that four out of the seven members
were convicted and sent to prison for several
corruption charges.
What does that tell us? Either the elections
are fixed, the people of Clark County are sadists
or the Republican Party is not doing the job they
are supposed to be doing for the community
by finding a real candidate to run a decent race

ing the rules for written answers
the president submitted last month.
“They have the right to submit
more questions to us,” he explained.
“We have the right to say yes or no.”
The answers submitted last
month are not public, but Trump
lawyer Jay Sekulow said the answers covered “issues regarding
the Russia-related topics of the
inquiry.”
Giuliani said he spent 12 to 18
hours a day with Trump during the
campaign so “there’s no way he
was doing anything with Russians.”

against Democrats.
Maybe the Republicans need to get down off
their high horses thinking they are God’s gift to
the world and start recruiting new positive talent
to represent the Republican community — unless they are shields for the Democrat Party for
keeping their fake popularity — created by their
family and friends.
Maybe what the Republicans in Nevada
need to do is free themselves from the party’s
so-called “political leaders” and do what any
Republican mind will do, use common sense
and vote for the candidate that makes more
sense, not for the one who does not complain
about the “fake” leadership.
I am old and in the stage of my life where
every day I live is a gift from the Almighty
God, so I could sit at home and wait for that
day, but I would not forgive myself if before I
go I didn’t do something to open the eyes of the
ones I leave behind because I love this country
as much as I used to love my own and I see what
happened there and I see the same pattern in the

Giuliani on Sunday dismissed
the possibility that Trump will sit
for an interview with the special
counsel, saying it would only happen “over my dead body.”
“Over my dead body. But you
know, I could be dead,” Giuliani
said during an interview on “Fox
News Sunday” when asked if
Trump would take part in an in-person interview. CNN reported on
Friday that Mueller is still interested in interviewing Trump as part
of his investigation into Russian
interference in the 2016 election.

future of this, my adopted country.
Living in a communist country is not fun; it
is not fun to stay in line hours to get a loaf of
bread and at halftime, they announced that the
bread is gone and to come back the next day.
I am talking about food; I am not talking
about nonessentials like toothpaste, soap, and
shampoo. I didn’t mention toilet paper because
if you have nothing to eat you most likely don’t
need toilet paper.
I, for one, am happy that the era of happy
holidays ended, even if we don’t know how long
that will last, and again we proudly can tell others Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!!
My name is Rolando Larraz, and as always,
I approved this column.
*****
Rolando Larraz is Editor in Chief of the Las
Vegas Tribune. His column appears weekly in
this newspaper. To contact Rolando Larraz,
email him at: Rlarraz@lasvegastribune.com
or at 702-272-4634.
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Quote of the Week:

“He who has not Christmas
in his heart will never find
it under the tree.”
—Unknown
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Trump goes on offense against
investigations after tough week

By Brett Samuels
The Hill
President Trump on Sunday went on
offense after a week that saw potential legal
woes piling up against him.
The special counsel’s investigation and the
FBI’s handling of cases concerning him were
on the president’s mind, as well as “Saturday
Night Live” and several other issues, as
Trump spent a rainy morning in Washington,
D.C., sending a string of tweets.
Trump began the morning by raising the
prospect of challenging the satirical NBC
show in court, then revived his attacks on
the FBI by blaming the bureau for causing
his former attorney, Michael Cohen, to speak
out against him.
The president went on to address the case
of a Green Beret charged with murder, and
capped off his morning by defending the policy of separating children from their families
at the border.
The president had no public events scheduled for Sunday. The White House indicated
shortly before 10 a.m. that there would be
no added events, according to a pool report.
Trump has in the past filled similarly
blank itineraries by lashing out on Twitter,
but Sunday’s six-tweet outburst came at the
conclusion of a particularly volatile week for
the president.
In the past seven days, Trump had multiple candidates withdraw from consideration
to be his chief of staff; publicly fought with
Democrats about border security funding
and vowed to own a government shutdown;
watched his longtime personal attorney,
Michael Cohen, receive a three-year prison
sentence in part for crimes he said he committed at Trump’s direction; and the president’s
inauguration committee reportedly became
the subject of a criminal investigation.
In his first tweet of the morning, Trump
declared that a “real scandal” was the coverage he received on NBC and “Saturday
Night Live.” The comedy show opened its
broadcast the previous night with a sketch
depicting Trump’s life had he not been elected

president.
“It is all nothing less than unfair news
coverage and Dem commercials,” Trump
tweeted. “Should be tested in courts, can’t
be legal? Only defame & belittle!”
The president, who has claimed he does
not watch “SNL,” has commented on the
show multiple times on Twitter in recent
months. Sunday marked the first time he
questioned the legality of its mockery, though
satirical speech is protected by the First
Amendment.
Trump then turned his attention to the FBI.
The president alleged the bureau “broke
into” Cohen’s office, and claimed the raid
caused his longtime associate to turn against
him.
“Remember, Michael Cohen only became
a ‘Rat’ after the FBI did something which
was absolutely unthinkable & unheard of

Flynn Sentencing
(Continued from Page 1)
upcoming trial in that case.
“There’s that additional modicum of cooperation that he expects
to provide in the [Eastern District
of Virginia],” Robert Kelner, one
of Flynn’s attorneys, told Sullivan.
“For that reason, we are prepared to
take your honor up on the suggestion to delaying sentencing.”
Sullivan agreed to the delay and
has directed the parties to file a
status report on March 13.
Flynn was in court to be sentenced on one count of false statements to the FBI, a charge he pleaded guilty to one year ago as part of
a deal to cooperate in Mueller’s
sprawling Russia investigation.
Flynn is facing minimal prison
time; federal sentencing guidelines
call for Flynn to face between zero
to six months in prison and a fine
of $5,000 to $9,500.
Mueller has recommended a
lenient sentence for Flynn — saying
a sentence with no jail time would
be appropriate — citing his “substantial assistance” in the investigation into whether members of the
Trump campaign coordinated with
Moscow to interfere in the election.
Flynn’s sentencing was expected
to be a key milestone in the Mueller investigation, coming one year
after he pleaded guilty. Mueller’s
team had repeatedly delayed his
sentencing before asking Sullivan
to schedule it back in September, a
signal that government prosecutors
believed they had gleaned all the information they could from the onetime Trump campaign surrogate.
Flynn is said to have provided
valuable “firsthand” information to
Mueller on various subjects, such
as contacts between members of
the Trump transition team and the
Russian government, and has also
assisted the Justice Department on
other investigations.
Brandon Van Grack, one of
Mueller’s prosecutors, said Tuesday it “remains a possibility” that
Flynn’s cooperation in the Russia
investigation is not fully complete

but noted the government decided
to move to sentencing because the
“substantial assistance” condition
had been met and the “vast majority” of cooperation realized.
“General Flynn has held nothing
back — nothing — in his extensive cooperation with the special
counsel’s office,” Kelner, Flynn’s
attorney, said before announcing
he would ask that the sentencing
be postponed.
The hearing capped a week of
high drama surrounding Flynn’s
case, after his attorneys suggested
in a filing last week that one-time
Trump campaign surrogate had
been wronged by the FBI agents
who interviewed him, noting they
did not warn him it was a crime to
lie to the FBI and that the interview
was conducted without White
House counsel present.
The developments have fed a
theory among conservatives that
Flynn had been entrapped by the
bureau and unfairly entangled in
Mueller’s probe.
Sullivan said Tuesday the filing
had concerned him because Flynn
“raised issues that may effect or
call into question his guilty plea,
at the very least his acceptance of
his guilty plea.”
Flynn’s attorneys explained they
did not believe Flynn had been entrapped by the bureau but chose to
include details about his interview
so that the judge could compare
Flynn’s case to others who have
been charged and sentenced for
the same crime in connection with
Mueller’s investigation, arguing
Flynn deserved a lesser sentence.
“This case is in a category by
itself right now,” Sullivan said.
Sullivan delivered a blistering
rebuke of Flynn during Tuesday’s
hearing. Referring to revelations
about Flynn’s undisclosed lobbying for the Turkish government,
Sullivan suggested he had been
working as an unregistered agent
for a foreign government while in
the White House and had “sold” his
country out — a remark he was later
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until the Witch Hunt was illegally started.
They BROKE INTO AN ATTORNEY’S
OFFICE!” Trump wrote on Twitter.
The FBI in April raided Cohen’s home,
office and hotel room, seizing troves of documents and computer files. The search warrants for the raids were approved by a federal
judge, and came in part based on a referral
from special counsel Robert Mueller’s office.
Cohen last week was sentenced to three
years in prison for a host of federal crimes.
The longtime Trump Organization employee
said he violated campaign finance laws at
the president’s direction when he paid two
women to remain quiet about alleged affairs
with Trump.
The president has denied directing Cohen
to break the law, and insisted the payments
were not criminal.
For the second straight day, Trump

forced to walk back.
“I’m not hiding my disgust, my
distain, for this criminal offense,”
Sullivan said.
At one point, Sullivan also asked
Mueller’s prosecutors whether
Flynn’s conversations with the
Russian ambassador rose to the
level of treasonous activity. He later
clarified he was not suggesting that
Flynn committed treason.
Flynn’s service as Trump’s
national security adviser was short
lived, lasting just weeks before he
was forced to resign in February
2017 over revelations he misled
Vice President Mike Pence about
his conversations with Kislyak.
Months later, Flynn admitted
to lying during his Jan. 24, 2017,

claimed that thousands of texts between
former FBI agent Peter Strzok and former
bureau employee Lisa Page were deleted.
“What an outrage as the totally compromised and conflicted Witch Hunt moves ever
so slowly forward,” Trump tweeted. “Want
them!”
The DOJ’s inspector general found that the
messages were withheld because of a failure
of the bureau’s collection systems. While
some of the messages contained anti-Trump
content, there were no “discernible patterns”
in the exchanges, the watchdog said.
Trump, who is known to be a regular Fox
News viewer, cited the network in two of his
other tweets.
He shared that he would review the case of
Maj. Matthew Golsteyn, a Green Beret who
was charged last week with the murder of an
Afghan man stemming from a 2010 incident.
Golsteyn could face the death penalty.
Golsteyn, who has been investigated by
the military since 2011, has said the man
he shot was a bomb-maker working for the
Taliban. He maintains that he did not violate
rules of engagement in the shooting death.
Observers on social media noted that
Trump’s tweet came a short time after an
attorney for Golsteyn appeared on “Fox &
Friends.”
In a subsequent tweet, the president
quoted former independent counsel Kenneth
Starr, who said on the network that there was
“no evidence” Trump colluded with Russia
or committed a campaign finance violation.
Trump’s final tweet of the morning attempted to defend his administration’s policy
of separating migrant families by repeating
an inaccurate claim that the Obama administration had a similar policy. He went on to
argue that the policy was necessary to prevent
illegal immigration.
Several news outlets have noted in recent
weeks that Trump’s assertion that the Obama
administration had a policy of separating
children from their families is inaccurate,
and a reporter challenged Trump to his face
last month on the claim.

interview with the FBI when he
claimed not to have spoken to
Kislyak about sanctions levied on
Moscow for Russian interference
the month prior.
The news out of the proceedings
was closely watched at the White
House. President Trump tweeted
“good luck” to his former national
security adviser earlier Tuesday
and suggested he had been under
pressure from Mueller to deliver
details on “collusion” between his
campaign and Russia, which the
president denies.
When asked to react to the developments later Tuesday, White
House press secretary Sarah Sanders asserted Flynn’s crime “doesn’t
have anything to do with the presi-

dent directly.” She also accused the
FBI of “ambushing” Flynn.
It remains unclear when the special counsel’s probe will wrap up.
Trump, meanwhile, has continued
to launch broadsides against Mueller for running what he claims is an
illegal and partisan “witch hunt.”
The investigation has ensnared
multiple Trump associates in addition to Flynn. They include Paul
Manafort, Trump’s former campaign chair who was found guilty
for a series of crimes arising from
his foreign lobbying activity, and
Michael Cohen, the president’s
former personal attorney who was
sentenced to three years for campaign finance, false statements and
other charges just last week.
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Trump names Mulvaney acting chief of staff

By Jordan Fabian
The Hill
President Trump on Friday
named budget director Mick Mulvaney as his acting White House
chief of staff, capping off a week
of frenzied speculation about who
would take over the key West Wing
role.
Trump said in a pair of Twitter
posts that Mulvaney would start
at the beginning of next year after
outgoing chief of staff John Kelly
leaves his post.
“Mick has done an outstanding
job while in the Administration,”
Trump wrote. “I look forward to
working with him in this new capacity as we continue to MAKE
AMERICA GREAT AGAIN!”
The president praised Kelly’s
service and called the retired Marine Corps general “a GREAT
PATRIOT.”
Mulvaney in a tweet called the
appointment a “tremendous honor”
and said “it’s going to be a great
2019!”
As his title indicates, Mulvaney,
51, will temporarily serve as chief
of staff until Trump can find a
permanent replacement. The president did not indicate how long the
selection process will take.
“There’s no time limit. He’s the
acting chief of staff, which means
he’s the chief of staff. He got picked
because the president liked him
they get along,” a senior administration ofﬁcial told reporters.
Asked why Mulvaney was
named acting chief of staff instead
of simply chief of staff, the ofﬁcial
responded “because that’s what the
president wants.”
White House press secretary
Sarah Huckabee Sanders said
Friday night that Mulvaney would
keep his title as Ofﬁce of Management and Budget (OMB) director
while also serving as acting chief
of staff.
Russell Vought, Mulvaney’s
deputy at OMB, will take over for
Mulvaney in the budget ofﬁce while
he focuses on his chief of staff responsibilities, Sanders said.

“Mick Mulvaney will not resign
from the Ofﬁce Of Management
and Budget, but will spend all of
his time devoted to his role as the
acting Chief Of Staff for the President. Russ Vought will handle day
to day operations and run OMB,”
Sanders said in a statement.
It is the second time the OMB
director has taken on a high-proﬁle
administration role in an acting
capacity. He had led the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau
(CFPB) since November 2017
after its previous director, Obama
holdover Richard Cordray, left the
post. The new permanent director
was sworn in this week.
Trump spent this week scrambling to choose a successor to
Kelly after his ﬁrst choice, Vice

President Pence’s chief of staff Nick
Ayers, turned down the job over
a disagreement over how long he
would serve.
Ayers’s decision came one day
after Trump abruptly announced
last Saturday that Kelly would be
leaving his job after a tumultuous
17-month tenure.
Trump appeared sensitive to
rejections from Ayers and other candidates and bristled at the emerging
narrative that he was struggling to
attract top talent for the job.
“For the record, there were
MANY people who wanted to be
the White House Chief of Staff.
Mick M will do a GREAT job!” he
tweeted Friday evening.
Mulvaney’s name surfaced earlier this week as one person who

could be considered for the job, but
people close to the budget director
indicated he was more interested in
a Cabinet post.
Trump met with Mulvaney
earlier Friday at the White House
to discuss the Dec. 21 government
funding deadline, according to
the ofﬁcial, but emerged with the
chief of staff job. Ofﬁcials cited
Mulvaney’s experience as a former
member of Congress as a key selling point for the president.
“He knows Congress. He knows
Capitol Hill,” the ofﬁcial said of
Mulvaney, who served three terms
in the House as a ﬁrebrand Republican from South Carolina.
The official noted that Mulvaney “didn’t ﬁnd out about [the
announcement] on Twitter.”

Mulvaney was a key ﬁgure in the
Tea Party movement when he was
elected in 2010 and was a founding
member of the House Freedom
Caucus. He became known as one
of the most ﬁscally conservative
members of Trump’s team, drafting
budget requests that called for dramatic cuts to federal government.
The new acting chief faces
a tall task of steering the White
House through a political mineﬁeld
marked by intensifying federal
investigations into Trump’s associates and the 2016 campaign as
well as an emboldened Democratic
majority in the House.
House Minority Leader Nancy
Pelosi’s (D-Calif.) office called
Mulvaney’s appointment a sign that
Trump is not interested in resolving
the government-funding impasse,
driven by the president’s demands
for border wall funds.
“It sends a clear message that
at this critical time the president
would choose to elevate the architect of the last Republican
government shutdown,” said Pelosi
adviser Drew Hammill.
Kelly, and his predecessor Reince Priebus, also struggled to
manage the president and navigate
the warring factions inside the West
Wing.
The president’s selection of
Mulvaney came after several other
candidates, including Rep. Mark
Meadows (R-N.C.) and former
New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie (R),
announced publicly they would not
take the job.
Christie said Friday he was not
interested after meeting privately
with Trump the previous day. The
White House said Meadows was
out after the two discussed it earlier
in the week.
Former Trump campaign aide
David Bossie also met with the
president on Friday about the job.
Other people said to have been
considered by the White House
included Treasury Secretary Steven
Mnuchin, U.S. Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer, Energy
Secretary Rick Perry and Acting Attorney General Matthew Whitaker.

(Continued from Page 1)
re-election effort and taking just
about every other Republican candidate down the tubes with him.
So, if Republicans in Nevada
really want to get their mojo back
and snatch some victories from the
jaws of defeat in 2020 the ﬁrst thing
they should do is ask, “What would
Mike Slanker do?” And then do
the exact opposite. That alone will
dramatically improve the GOP’s
chances!
Here are seven other steps the
party should take to ﬁx the holes
in their boat…
1.) Forget about voter registration.
“Register more Republicans” is
the solution proffered by “experts”
who don’t know squat. But that’s
NOT the problem. And here, I’ll
prove it…
Going into the 2014 general
election, Democrats outnumbered
Republicans statewide by 62,036
voters. And Republicans won every
statewide ofﬁce, majorities in both
the State Senate and Assembly,
plus three out of four congressional
races.
Going into the 2018 general
election, Democrats outnumbered
Republicans by 74,923 voters — a
statistically insigniﬁcant advantage
when you consider there were over
1.5 MILLION voters, including
342,055 registered “non-partisan”
voters.
Yet Republicans lost the U.S.
Senate race, lost all but one statewide ofﬁce, lost seats in the State
Senate, managed to end up in a
“super-minority” in the Assembly,

and lost three out of four congressional races.
So the problem wasn’t that
there weren’t enough GOP voters
registered.
The problem was that not
enough Republican “base” voters
turned out — thanks to uninspiring candidates such as Heller and
lieutenant governor candidate
“Tax Hike Mike” Roberson — and
not enough “swing” voters voting
Republican.
Those are problems of get-outthe-vote, not registration.
Republican “experts” who continue to obsess over “voter registration” are doomed to repeat this
year’s electoral disaster two years
from now. It’s like focusing on the
air pressure in a car’s tires when
you have a blown engine.
2.) Forget door-to-door.
One of the dumbest sayings in
politics by amateur know-nothings
is: “You walk, you win; you don’t
you won’t.”
Walking door-to-door is the
default strategy of consultants
who don’t know any better and
candidates who refuse to accept
the reality of the necessity to raise
money for their campaigns.
Here’s a fact: In every race,
somebody is going to win. And
since many candidates walk doorto-door, because that’s what all the
“experts” tell them they have to do,
many candidates who walk doorto-door win.
However…
What the “experts” won’t tell
you and refuse to acknowledge is
that far more candidates who focus almost exclusively on walking

door-to-door LOSE than win.
Reality check: In any given
“purple” state or district, ﬁgure 40
percent of voters are going to vote
for the Republican and 40 percent
are going to vote for the Democrat.
The remaining 20 percent are the
“swing” voters, many of whom
have registered “non-partisan.”
And that bloc of voters tends to
not make up their minds about who
they’re going to vote for until the
last two weeks before the election.
Which makes it near-impossible
to physically hit the doors of all of
those undecided voters at the time
they’re actually making up their
minds.

Which is why PAID media is
absolutely critical. It’s the only way
to reach large numbers of undecided voters in the short window of
opportunity before they cast their
ballots.
Sure, walking can be helpful
when done strategically and correctly as a part of an overall strategy. But it is NOT the silver bullet
self-proclaimed “experts” claim it
is. Proof?
Dennis Hof won a brutal Republican primary for State Assembly
this year against an entrenched,
well-funded incumbent despite the
fact that he was a brothel owner.
Oh, and he won his general election

race despite the fact that he died
three weeks before the election.
Now here’s the thing: Because
of an extremely bad and painful
knee, he never walked a single
door!
So much for “You walk, you
win; you don’t, you won’t.”
If you run into a candidate who
tells you their path to victory isn’t to
raise money but just to walk doorto-door, look for a better candidate.
Sure, some of them are going to
win… but it will be by accident,
not design.
That’s it for today. More in
Part II, coming soon. Stay tuned,
Batfans…

Republican Mojo
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Senate votes to end US support
for Saudi war, bucking Trump
By Jordain Carney
The Hill
The Senate approved a resolution Thursday to end U.S. support for the Saudi-led
war in Yemen, dealing a significant blow to
President Trump amid heightened tensions
over the death of U.S.-based Saudi journalist
Jamal Khashoggi.
Senators voted 56-41 on the resolution,
which would require the president to withdraw any troops in or “affecting” Yemen
within 30 days unless they are fighting al
Qaeda.
The resolution would still need to be
passed by the House before it could be sent
to Trump, who has threatened to veto it. The
House on Wednesday narrowly approved a
rule governing debate on the farm bill that
included a provision that would prevent
lawmakers from forcing a war powers vote
this year.
Still, the Senate vote Thursday underscores the depth of frustration with Saudi
Arabia on Capitol Hill, as well as the escalating gap between the White House and
Congress on the relationship between the
U.S. and the kingdom.
“I hope … we send a loud and powerful
message by passing this resolution. That
we’re going to bring peace to that country
and that the United States Congress is going
to reassert its constitutional authority to be the
body that makes war not the president,” Sen.
Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.), one of the sponsors
of the resolution, told reporters.
It’s a dramatic U-turn from less than nine
months ago when the chamber pigeonholed
the same resolution, refusing to vote it out
of committee and on to full Senate. At the
time, 10 Democrats joined 45 Republicans
in opposing it.
The resolution’s passage comes two days
after Trump maintained that he would stand
by the Saudi government and specifically

Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, whom
U.S. intelligence officials reportedly believe
ordered Khashoggi’s killing inside the Saudi
Consulate in Istanbul in early October.
A growing number of senators also believe
the crown prince is responsible for the death
of Khashoggi, who was a vocal critic of Saudi
leadership and lived in Virginia while serving
as a columnist for The Washington Post. The
Senate passed a separate resolution Thursday
afternoon specifically naming the crown
prince as responsible for Khashoggi’s death.
Trump told Reuters on Tuesday that Riyadh has been “a very good ally” and “at this
moment” sticking with Saudi Arabia means
standing by the crown prince.
The Trump administration had led a
lobbying effort to try to quash the Senate
resolution withdrawing U.S. support for the
military campaign in Yemen.
In addition to a veto threat, the adminis-

Wind Farm Rejected
(Continued from Page 1)
mining claims; the turbines could
interfere with radar at two regional
air facilities — one military and one
civilian; and impacts to the visual
landscape,” said Nevada BLM in
a statement obtained by Basin and
Range Watch.
Such air facilities include McCarran International Airport, a gateway to Clark County’s profitable,
job-generating gambling resorts,
and Nellis Air Force Base, a key
element in the nation’s air defense
training that includes air combat
and bombing practice ranges that
cover a vast swath of central Nevada.
The original denial letter, from
the assistant secretary of the Interior Department, also obtained by
Basin and Range, mentioned the
potential for “a significant threat to

military operations” at China Lake
Naval Air base 150 miles away in
California.
If such turbines can’t be located
within 150 miles of such air facilities, where in Nevada, with all its
commercial and military aircraft
activity, can they be sited?
Dr. Donald Deever of Searchlight warned of just this problem
in his 43-page public comment
submitted to the BLM in June. He
wrote: “As further proof of the
devastating frequencies emitted by
industrial wind turbines, something
that isn’t common knowledge is
that in the early years of the first
term of President Obama, a feasibility study was commissioned to look
into the possibility of transforming
the Nevada Testing Site into the
world’s largest photovoltaic solar
energy plant. Unfortunately, the
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tration sent Defense Secretary James Mattis
and Secretary of State Mike Pompeo to brief
senators and urge them to oppose the resolution. The House was expected to get the same
briefing on Thursday.
And CIA Director Gina Haspel has met
with a group of Senate and House lawmakers
earlier this month, but she only appeared to
solidify the belief among senators that the
crown prince is responsible.
Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.) told reporters after the briefing that “there’s not a
smoking gun, there’s a smoking saw” tying
the crown prince to the death — a direct
rebuke to Mattis’s claim that there isn’t a
“smoking gun” linking the crown prince.
Backers of the Yemen resolution did lose
some GOP support since the initial procedural
vote late last month. Some Republicans, including Graham, say they voted initially to
advance the resolution because of the mes-

proposed project was diverted by
Senator Harry Reid, who replaced
the idea of solar panels with industrial wind turbines. Although
Congress approved the project,
it was immediately shut down
when government engineers and
researchers at Area 51 let the President and Pentagon know that the
frequencies emitted by industrial
wind turbines would completely
interfere with America’s advanced
stealth technology tests. If the frequencies of industrial wind turbines
could overwhelm the circuitry of
our country’s most modern stealth
circuitry, one can only imagine how
much damage it can do to the even
more delicate biological systems
of all migrating birds, whom scientists now know rely on magnetic

sage it sent to Saudi Arabia and not because
of the substance of the resolution.
Outgoing Senate Foreign Relations Committee Chairman Bob Corker (R-Tenn.) said
Wednesday that he couldn’t support the Yemen resolution but “I know that Lee-Sanders
has the votes.”
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (RKy.) urged opposition to the measure on
Wednesday, while acknowledging members
have “legitimate concerns” about Yemen and
share “grave concerns” about Khashoggi’s
death.
“[But] we also want to preserve the 70year partnership between the United States
and Saudi Arabia and we want to ensure it
continues to serve American interests and
stabilizes a dangerous and critical region,”
McConnell said.
He added that the dynamic presents
“challenging circumstances” but “the Sanders-Lee resolution is neither precise enough
or prudent enough.”
Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.), a member of
the Foreign Relations Committee who also
opposes the resolution, wrote in a Fox News
op-ed Wednesday that while “the Saudis
must answer for Khashoggi’s murder” the
Sanders-Lee resolution “risks emboldening
Iran and increasing the suffering of the Yemeni people.”
Corker, who spearheaded the resolution
finding the crown prince responsible for
Khashoggi’s death, had negotiated for days
with Senate leadership on that resolution.
“Unanimously the United States Senate
has said that Crown Prince Mohammed Bin
Salman is responsible for the murder of Jamal
Khashoggi. That is a strong statement. I think
it speaks to the values that we hold dear. ...
I’m glad the Senate is speaking with once
voice unanimously toward this end,” Corker
said shortly after the vote Thursday.

fields to accomplish their annual
migrations.”
Such limitations on the siting of
wind farms near air traffic corridors
might have an impact on the implementation of Question 6, should
voters approve the proposition
again in two years. In November,
59 percent of the Nevada voters
approved a change in the state law
that currently requires 25 percent of
the state’s electric power to come
from renewable generation sources
such as wind and solar by 2025.
Question 6 upped the ratio to 50
percent by 2030, no matter the cost
and practicality or whether carbon
emissions are actually reduced.
It should be noted that Question
6 passed in only three counties
— Clark, Washoe and Mineral.

It failed in every other county by
wide margins.
Wind and solar eyesores gobble
huge tracts of land and the most
likely candidates for such projects
are generally cheap federal public land, primarily found in rural
counties.
Only 22 percent of voters in Lincoln County approved of Question
6, only 26 percent in Eureka, 29
percent in White Pine and Esmeralda and 32 percent in Elko, for
example.
Clark County, the site of the rejected Crescent Peak Wind Project,
saw 64 percent voter approval.
It will be hard to generate 50
percent of the state’s electricity with
solar power, since the sun shines
only half the day.
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Melania Trump’s spokeswoman speaks out

By Stephanie Grisham
In yet another unnecessary
attack on the first lady, CNN contributor Kate Anderson Brower,
who purports to be an expert on the
customs and norms of first ladies
and yet has never met Melania
Trump, wrote Thursday that Mrs.
Trump “proved that she doesn’t
understand what it means to be
first lady.”
This condescending opinion,
apparently written in response to a
single answer Mrs. Trump gave in
a Fox News interview Wednesday,
was published just hours after the
first lady traveled to Children’s
National hospital in Washington to
read a Christmas story, visit sick
children and thank the hardworking
hospital staff.
CNN has a dedicated reporter
who covers Mrs. Trump. But the
media consistently ignores the first
lady’s work on behalf of the people
of this country, and children in
particular, in favor of more trivial
matters. And my defense, here, of
the first lady will certainly draw
criticism and be framed as another
assault on the press, but this predictable reaction won’t make my
observations any less true.
This holiday season, Mrs. Trump
has made every effort to spread joy
and good cheer to citizens across
the country. In the past week alone,
Mrs. Trump participated in a Toys
for Tots toy drive, visited service
members and families from three
different branches of the military,
and flew out to an aircraft carrier
for one of the visits, in addition to
her time with patients at Children’s
National hospital.
But rather than focus on these
engagements, the good work of the
organizations her visits highlighted
or the sacrifices of those who serve
in the United States military, Brower and other members of the media
chose to focus on a soundbite from
a 20-minute interview — and a
trivial poll released by CNN.
For Brower to claim that Mrs.
Trump’s interview was “a lost
opportunity to put attention on families of struggling Americans she’s
met in her role as first lady” is to
willfully ignore everything she has
actually done to help and support
children and families across the
globe as a commitment to service
she has consistently demonstrated
over the past two years.
When Brower claims Mrs.
Trump has no understanding of
what it means to be first lady, she
intentionally ignores all the effort
the first lady has put into fulfilling
the traditional responsibilities of the
role. For example, she has hosted a
successful state dinner and dozens
of holiday events at the White

House. She has led restoration and
preservation efforts in the residence. She has welcomed numerous
foreign heads of state to the White
House. And, most recently, she has
represented the country at a state
funeral.
In fact, in the past two years,
Mrs. Trump has visited several hospitals, both at home and abroad, and
visited with children in immigration
facilities in Texas and Arizona. In
the wake of the hurricanes that devastated Texas, Florida, Louisiana
and Puerto Rico, she traveled to the
affected areas to support recovery
efforts — and she partnered with
the Federal Emergency Management Agency to issue a public
service announcement.
Mrs. Trump comforted shooting
victims in Las Vegas, Parkland
and Pittsburgh, and thanked law
enforcement personnel and first
responders for their heroic efforts
during times of national tragedy.
She has carried her “Be Best”
message — a message of hope and
empowerment — to children in the
United States and around the world.
She has emphasized the urgency
and severity of our nation’s opioid
crisis with visits to Lily’s Place in
West Virginia and multiple newborn intensive care units, where
she conducted listening sessions
before the cameras to shine a light
on successful Neonatal Abstinence
Syndrome programs across the
country.
As part of the broader effort to
reduce addiction, she has spoken to
thousands of young people about
the dangers of drug abuse. She has
met with major technology compa-

nies to understand the challenges
that each faces in the effort to
address unsafe or irresponsible behavior online, and has encouraged
children to practice digital civility.
Each event in her comprehensive
“Be Best” initiative is focused on
helping children with the many
issues they face today. Yet, somehow, she is still characterized as a
“reluctant” first lady.
Of course, absurdity abounds
in the media’s coverage of our first
lady. Reports focus on the trivial
and superficial, rather than the
deeper issues facing our country
that the she has tirelessly worked
to address. Last year, when Mrs.
Trump traveled to Texas to comfort
and support the people affected by
hurricanes, the media focused on
the pair of heels she wore to board
Air Force One.
When she announced “Be Best,”
her campaign to help children all
over the world, the media criticized
her for focusing on the importance
of safe and responsible behavior
online, presumably because they
disagree with her husband’s use of
Twitter. In doing so, the media fumbled a critical opportunity to highlight the many inspiring children,
families and programs Mrs. Trump
mentioned during her speech. News
personalities and outlets use the “Be
Best” hashtag to taunt her about her
husband, instead of focusing on the
underlying message of kindness
and compassion the campaign is
intended to convey.
The list goes on. When Mrs.
Trump invited children from a
local Boys and Girls club to help
plant vegetables in the White House

(Continued from Page 1)
those who were already there until
he could place his own trusted team
in place.
In September 2013, President
Barack Obama appointed James
Comey to the position of Director
of the FBI. In that capacity, he
was responsible for overseeing the
FBI’s investigation of the Hillary
Clinton email controversy.
This newspaper has emphasized
many times that the president
should have dismissed the old FBI
Director and named his own trusted
person for that job; if he had done
that no one would have had a reason to cry, to object or to complain
because it would have been like “a

new administration change of personnel” and that would have been
the end of that.
It is questionable how it is that
most of the “conversations” and
“private” or “confidential” meetings are leaked out of the Oval
Office or any other wing in the
White House, making us wonder
when they are going to listen to us.
Quoting words made popular by
this newspaper’s founder, “our conspiracy theory mentality happens to
be on target most of the time; and
even if I talk with an accent I do not
think with an accent; my age and
my years living in this wonderful
state have given me some political
wisdom and I have more than prov-

en it on many occasions,” making
Las Vegas Tribune the most realistic
newspaper of today.
“We don’t have anyone telling
us what to write or what not to
write and thanks to former Senator
Harry Reid, we have no advertisers
trying to control our editorials or
content,” explained Perly Viasmensky, the General Manager of
the publication.
The President and his closest
confidants should have realized that
Director Comey’s loyalty would
rest with the Clinton Clan and
should never have trusted him, but
that is what happens to many people
who act in good faith; they get doublecrossed by those close to them.

Melania Trump unveils White House Christmas decorations.

White House Bugged

garden, the media chose to focus on
the cost of her shirt and the fact that
her shoes were clean. Ironically,
this same garden had been the focus
of significant media attention when
some speculated that it would be
destroyed simply because it was
an initiative led by the first lady’s
predecessor, Michelle Obama.
When the first lady traveled to
Lynchburg, Virginia, to speak to
more than 10,000 college students
about the dangers of opioid abuse,
the media chose to focus on an
off-the-cuff answer that she gave
regarding Christmas décor at the
White House. The Christmas decorations were mocked last year, and
no one is surprised that she is being
criticized for them again this year.
WNYC: Ivanka Trump involved
in negotiations for Trump Hotel
rentals during inauguration
When she partnered with the US
Agency for International Development and traveled to Africa for
a four-country goodwill tour that
focused on children’s health and
education, conservation efforts and
social and cultural issues affecting
each region, what did the media

focus on? Her clothes.
Whenever Mrs. Trump sits down
for interviews, she inevitably gets
attacked for her honest answers.
I could continue with examples,
but will inevitably be attacked for
having a “woe-is-me attitude” — it
couldn’t possibly be that we are
defending ourselves. The simple
fact is that Mrs. Trump deserves
honest reporting and media coverage that focuses on the substance
of her message: the importance
of helping children grow up to be
happy, healthy and socially responsible adults.
The role of first lady brings with
it unique opportunities to help people across the country and around
the world. This is not lost on Mrs.
Trump. She has and will continue
to demonstrate her commitment to
helping children and advancing the
causes she is passionate about. But
there is nothing wrong with staying
true to herself along the way. In
fact, her strength, individuality and
integrity should be celebrated.
For more opinion...
The media also has the opportunity and responsibility to report
fairly, accurately and without bias.
They are, in fact, writing the first
draft of our nation’s history. In
many ways, they are failing to measure up to this responsibility. This
failure must be addressed.
Ms. Brower’s piece criticizing
Mrs. Trump has this headline: “Melania shows she’s a Trump through
and through.” At least she got that
part right. Hopefully, the media
will eventually learn to celebrate a
woman who, through all the noise,
is able to hold steadfast to her
mission and stay true to herself. Regardless, Melania Trump is proud
to be the first lady of the United
States and is proud to represent the
American people.
*****
Stephanie Grisham is first lady
Melania Trump’s deputy chief of
staff for communications. Formerly
a deputy press secretary in the West
Wing, Stephanie has been with the
President and Mrs. Trump since
July 2015, right after he announced
his candidacy for president of the
United States.

Obama Named
(Continued from Page 1)
ably with the goal of tracking them.
But hundreds of guns went missing and were used by drug gangs,
including Guzman’s notorious
Sinaloa Cartel, to commit murders.
One of the weapons was even
used in the murder of U.S. Border
Patrol agent Brian Terry.
Now, Guzman’s attorneys want
to use details of the “Fast and Furious” scandal as leverage over the
U.S. government, and to prove that
the Obama administration played
a direct role in arming the cartels
— and critics are concerned that
Obama’s folly could even help “El
Chapo” avoid serious jailtime.
That’s because federal prosecutors seem desperate to keep
potential jurors from hearing what
Guzman and his lawyers have to
say.
They’re asking a federal judge to
block any questions or statements
about the program.
Clearly, Guzman thinks he has
an ace up his sleeve with his intimate knowledge of the “Fast and
Furious” scandal.
And prosecutors seem worried
enough to try to stop him.

Guzman likely could expose
years of Obama Administration lies
about the program.
And it appears Guzman is hoping he can use “Fast and Furious”
as a bargaining chip for a reduced
sentence. It’s unclear if prosecutors
will be willing to play ball.
But one thing is clear: There
most definitely were scandals
during Obama’s presidency.
One of them is blowing up in
his face in a New York courtroom.
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By Jessie Hellmann
The Hill
ObamaCare’s latest open enrollment period ended Saturday
with the future of the law facing
uncertainty after a federal judge in
Texas struck it down.
Sign-ups for ObamaCare plans
at healthcare.gov, the federal platform used by 39 states, had already
lagged behind previous years, putting enrollment on track to drop for
the second year in a row under the
Trump administration.
“There’s a decent chance this
will be the largest drop the federal
marketplace has ever seen,” said
Joshua Peck, co-founder of Get
America Covered, a website that
tries to spread the word about open
enrollment. “It would be shocking
to me if more than 8.8 million
people were enrolled at the end of
this period.”
Enrollment on the federal exchange is unlikely to top the 8.8
million who signed up last year, or
the 9.2 million people who signed
up in former President Obama’s
final year.
In a late twist, a federal judge
in Texas on Friday also issued a
ruling finding core provisions of
ObamaCare unconstitutional, making the whole law invalid.
While the decision will almost
certainly be appealed, experts worried that it would cause confusion
on the last day of open enrollment,
which is usually the busiest day of
the entire season.
Still, the law is still in effect and
officials said the decision will not
affect the 2019 plan year.

“The recent federal court decision is still moving through the
courts, and the exchanges are still
open for business and we will
continue with open enrollment,”
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services Administrator Seema
Verma tweeted Friday night.
“There is no impact to current
coverage or coverage in a 2019
plan.”
A decline in enrollment next
year doesn’t mean the law is imploding, experts say. But a drop in
enrollment is certain to intensify the
partisan fighting over the healthcare law.
Democrats have repeatedly accused President Trump of “sabotaging” the 2010 law, pointing to the
Trump administration’s decision
not to defend ObamaCare against
the lawsuit filed by Republican
attorneys general. Republicans call
the law a failure.
An enrollment drop would carry
more risks for the administration

next year as Democrats retake the
House majority. The party has already vowed to conduct oversight
hearings on the what they see as
administration efforts to undercut
the law.
Many indications have pointed
to a drop in numbers. Enrollment
numbers released for the first six
weeks of this sign up period show
a lag over previous years, and a 12
percent decline over last year.
More than 4.1 million people
had signed up for coverage as of
Dec. 8, compared to the 4.7 million
who had signed up during the same
time period last year.
Thousands more are expected to
have signed up during the final days
of open enrollment, as is typically
the case, but those numbers won’t
be released until this week.
It’s unclear if that surge will be
enough to overcome the decline in
signups seen since open enrollment
began Nov. 1.
The number of new customers

is down 20 percent compared to
last year, in addition to the drop in
people renewing their coverage.
“The gap there is so significant,
that it is almost a certainty that
there’s no chance we’ll catch up,”
said Peck, who was responsible for
marketing open enrollment under
Obama.
Still, more than 4 million people signed up for coverage in the
last week of open enrollment last
year — nearly double the number
of people who had signed up in the
six weeks preceding.
More than 4.6 million people
would need to sign up this week
to match last year’s healthcare.gov
enrollment numbers.
“In years past, there’s always
been a last-minute surge,” said Sabrina Corlette, a research professor
at the Center on Health Insurance
Reforms at Georgetown University.
“People do procrastinate on this
stuff, it’s a busy time of year. It may
be that more people this year than

Republican lawmakers distance
themselves from ObamaCare ruling

By Peter Sullivan
The Hill
Republicans are keeping their
distance from a recent court ruling
that struck down ObamaCare, as
GOP lawmakers are wary of the
political backlash that could ensue
from scrapping the law.
Many congressional Republicans remain silent after a federal
judge on Friday struck down the
Affordable Care Act in its entirety.
And those who have spoken out
largely steered clear of embracing
the decision.
The muted response illustrates
how the politics of the 2010 health
law have shifted, with Democrats
successfully hammering Republicans during the 2018 midterms over
GOP efforts to weaken the law’s
pre-existing condition protections.
Sen. Roy Blunt (Mo.), a member
of Senate GOP leadership, wouldn’t
say this week whether he supported
the judge’s decision.
“The thing to remember about
the judge’s ruling is it has no immediate impact,” Blunt said Sunday on
NBC’s “Meet the Press.”
He also suggested that Democrats will have a field day with the
ruling.
“Health care will be used as
a political issue way beyond the
ramifications of one district judge
making a ruling that has no immediate impact,” Blunt said.
Indeed, Democrats seized on
the judge’s decision and used it to
attack Republicans, a line of criticism they said will continue into
the 2020 campaign.
“Republicans are fully responsible for this cruel decision and
for the fear they have struck into
millions of families across America
who are now in danger of losing
their health coverage,” House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (Calif.)
said in a statement.
Pelosi plans to move quickly
next month to hold a vote on having
the House intervene in the lawsuit,
which Democrats hope will put
many Republicans in tough spot.
Senate Democratic Leader Charles
Schumer (N.Y.) said he will push
for a similar vote in the Senate.
“It puts a lot of our Republicans
in a box,” Schumer said Sunday
on NBC.
Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell (R-Ky.) has not issued
a statement about the ruling.
Sen. John Cornyn (Texas), the
No. 2 GOP senator, declined to
say Monday whether he supported
the lawsuit.
“Politicians opining on what

they think judges should or should
not do, I don’t put a lot of stock in
that,” Cornyn said in response to a
reporter’s question.
Sen. Joni Ernst (R-Iowa), who
faces a potentially tough reelection
bid in 2020, declined to discuss the
ruling with a reporter in a Senate
hallway on Monday, instead referring to her written statement.
“It is important that we protect
people with pre-existing conditions, as we repeal and replace
Obamacare,” she said in her statement.
The GOP tack is a stark contrast to previous lawsuits against
ObamaCare in 2012 and 2015,
which were enthusiastically supported by Republicans.
As the Affordable Care Act has
become more entrenched, and after
Republicans tried to undo much of
its coverage expansion last year,
the focus has shifted to the benefits
that would be taken away if repeal
efforts succeeded, such as popular
protections for people with pre-existing conditions.
Some Republicans, including

Senate Health Committee Chairman Lamar Alexander (Tenn.),
went so far as to say they expect
Friday’s ruling to be overturned
on appeal.
“I believe that it will be overturned,” Sen. Susan Collins
(R-Maine) said Sunday on ABC,
calling the decision “far too sweeping.”
Legal experts in both parties say
it is extremely unlikely that the legal
challenge to the law will succeed
once the ruling is appealed. While
the 5th Circuit Court of Appeals, the
next stop for the case, is considered
a conservative court, some legal
experts say the challenge won’t go
any further, meaning it won’t reach
the Supreme Court.
Judge Reed O’Connor, who
issued Friday’s ruling, is a George
W. Bush appointee. In his ruling
he wrote that the law’s mandate to
have coverage is unconstitutional,
and therefore the rest of the law is
also invalid.
Legal experts said it is obvious
that Congress wanted the rest of the
Affordable Care Act to remain in
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place because lawmakers repealed
only the mandate last year, purposely leaving the rest of the law
standing.
But Friday’s ruling is already
poised to do some damage politically.
The Wall Street Journal editorial
board, a stalwart of Republican
thought, warned that the ruling
could “boomerang politically” on
Republicans.
President Trump, one of the few
(See ObamaCare, Page 9)

in years past who are not actively
renewing and are waiting to be auto-enrolled. Those numbers won’t
show up until the end.”
Many factors could play into this
year’s lag in enrollment.
Next year is the first year since
2014 where consumers who don’t
have health insurance won’t have
to pay a penalty. Congress repealed
the penalty last year, and it takes
effect Jan. 1.
The Trump administration also
expanded non-ObamaCare plans
that are sold off the exchange
and are cheaper but cover fewer
benefits.
Unemployment in the U.S. is the
lowest it’s been in nearly 50 years.
That suggests fewer people could
be purchasing their own insurance
because they now get it through
work.
The administration also cut
funding for enrollment assistance
this year, and is spending less on
advertising.
Cynthia Cox, a health care expert with the Kaiser Family Foundation, said fewer people appear to
be aware of open enrollment and
their options.
The ACA received a lot of attention from media outlets and celebrities last year when Congressional
Republicans were trying to repeal
and replace the law, she said.
That could have encouraged
people to sign up.
“This year, the ACA hasn’t been
in the news as much, and hasn’t
been getting as much attention,”
she said.
That’s despite the fact that, on
average, premiums are stable compared to last year. But they are still
high for those who earn too much
to qualify for subsidies.
However, at least 4.2 million
people who are uninsured qualify
for free bronze plans due to financial assistance, according to a KFF
analysis.
Another indicator of a lack of
awareness is the dwindling number
of visits to healthcare.gov.
While 14 million people visited
healthcare.gov through week six of
open enrollment last year, only 11
million have so far this year.
“Not only are sign ups dropping,
but the number of people actually
getting to the website are dropping
even more,” she said.
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Senate heads toward floor
fight on criminal justice bill
By Jordain Carney
The Hill
Senators are heading toward a
contentious floor fight as GOP leadership tries to squeeze in a White
House-backed criminal justice bill
by the end of the year.
The legislation, despite being
supported by President Trump,
faces entrenched opposition from
conservatives, who argue it would
let dangerous, repeat criminals out
of jail. They’ve given no sign of
backing down in the wake of Majority Leader Mitch McConnell’s
(R-Ky.) surprise decision to give
the bill a vote.
GOP leaders, backed by the administration, are pushing forward
as they try to get the bill across the
floor with only days left until the
end of the session and a stalemated
shutdown fight looming at the end
of next week.
McConnell teed up an initial test
vote for Monday, when supporters
will need to show they have 60
votes to move the legislation forward.
If that vote is successful, leadership thinks the bill could be
wrapped up as late as Wednesday
by allowing opponents the opportunity to have amendments considered to the measure.
“My impression is that people
are not going to string this out unnecessarily for procedural reasons
as long as they get an opportunity
to make their arguments and have

a vote on their amendment,” said
Senate Majority Whip John Cornyn
(R-Texas), who announced support
for the legislation this week.
While quick, the battle would
still put the spotlight on a divisive
issue for the GOP, something McConnell typically avoids. Tensions
have been running high.
Sen. John Kennedy (R-La.) said
on Thursday that while he hadn’t
finished reading the criminal justice legislation, he was concerned
it could lead to changes that would
get people killed.
He warned colleague from the
Senate floor this week that in considering the bill, “please think about
more than just the criminals.”

He also said Thursday that it was
a mistake to not hold a public hearing on the bill and predicated that
“many” other senators are wary of
the legislation but are keeping quiet
because of Trump’s support for it.
“I think there are many senators
who are very nervous about this bill
and don’t like it and are opposed
to it. I think some are reluctant to
say anything because of the White
House support. My feeling about
it is, I support President Trump,
but sometimes reasonable people
disagree,” Kennedy said.
Trump threw his support behind
the legislation in November and
doubled down in publicly pressuring McConnell last week. In

a tweet, he wrote that the bill “is
extremely popular and has strong
bipartisan support. It will also
help a lot of people, save taxpayer
dollars, and keep our communities
safe. Go for it Mitch!”
That hasn’t been enough to win
over every GOP senator, though
Sen. Roy Blunt (R-Mo.), a member
of Senate leadership, predicted that
“slightly more than half” of the
GOP conference and as many as
30 of the 51 GOP senators could
back it.
Kennedy and Sen. Tom Cotton
(R-Ark.) are expected to get votes
on three amendments to change
the bill, including requiring that
the victims or families of victims

By Rebecca Kheel
The Hill
President Trump on Tuesday
directed the Pentagon to create
Space Command, a unified combatant command meant to lay the
groundwork for his proposal to
create Space Force.
“Pursuant to my authority as
the Commander in Chief and under section 161 of title 10, United
States Code, and in consultation
with the Secretary of Defense and
the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff, I direct the establishment,
consistent with United States law,
of United States Space Command
as a functional Unified Combatant
Command,” Trump said in a memo
to the Pentagon on Tuesday.
In addition to Trump’s memo,
Vice President Pence announced
the establishment of Space Command during a speech Tuesday
at the Kennedy Space Center in
Florida.
“Under [Trump’s] leadership,
the United States is taking steps
to ensure that American national
security is as dominant in space
as it is here on Earth. To that end,
it is my privilege to announce that

today, President Trump will direct
the Department of Defense to establish a combatant command that will
oversee all our military activities
in space,” Pence said at the space
center, where he was scheduled to
attend a satellite launch.
In June, Trump directed the
Pentagon to create a Space Force,
followed in August by Pence outlining the administration’s plans for
it to become the sixth branch of the
military by 2020.
Among the steps that Pence laid
out to prepare for Space Force was
the creation of a Space Command.
Congress also directed the creation of Space Command in this
year’s annual defense policy bill.
As the military’s 11th combatant
command, Space Command will
be on par with geographic commands such as Central Command
and functional commands such as
Strategic Command.
While a Space Command currently exists under the Air Force,
establishing Space Command as a
unified combatant command will
provide a homefor each military
branch’s space elements.
“At President Trump’s direction,
the U.S. Space Command will

integrate space capabilities across
all branches of the military,” Pence
said. “It will develop the space
doctrine, techniques, tactics and
procedures that will enable our war
fighters to defend our nation in this
new era.”
In his memo, Trump said Space
Command will take all the space-related responsibilities previously
assigned to Strategic Command.
The memo also directed Defense
Secretary James Mattis to recommend officers to be nominated as
the commander and deputy commander of Space Command, subject
to Senate confirmation.
Unlike Space Force, Space
Command does not need congressional approval to be established.
Pence said Tuesday that Trump
will sign another directive in the
“days ahead” that establishes a
new space policy, including plans
and a timeline for the creation of
Space Force. The administration is

“working as we speak” with members of Congress in both parties to
stand up Space Force by the end of
2020, Pence added.
The Pentagon has said it will
send Congress its legislative proposal for Space Force in February.
The Republican chairman of the
Senate Armed Services Committee
and the incoming Democratic chairman of the House Armed Services
Committee have both expressed
skepticism at plans for Space Force,
in part because of cost.
In September, a widely-leaked
Air Force memo pegged the costs
in the first five years at $13 billion.
Supporters of Space Force accused
the Air Force of inflating the costs
to drive opposition.
Deputy Defense Secretary Patrick Shanahan, who is leading the
Pentagon’s planning, has estimated
the costs will be in the single-digit
billions, likely falling between $5
billion and $10 billion.

Trump directs creation of Space
Command as 11th combatant command

ObamaCare

(Continued from Page 8)
Republicans who was enthusiastic about the decision, called the ruling
“great news for America,” and urged both parties to work together on a replacement — a nearly impossible task given the divisive nature of the law.
Ford O’Connell, a GOP strategist, said he would advise Republicans
not to say they support the ruling, but instead talk about the broader issue
of reducing health-care costs.
“Regardless of the decision, the costs are still the problem,” he said.
“Why back yourself into a corner” by taking a position on the decision,
he added.

are notified when an individual is
released. Another change would
be to make re-arrest data for those
released publicly available, as well
as information on prior offenses by
those released and the crimes for
which they were imprisoned.
The Kennedy-Cotton amendments would also add to the list
of approximately 10 offenses that
would exclude someone from being
eligible for the bill’s earned time
credits, which could be used to
shorten sentences.
The crimes, according to a copy
of the amendment obtained by The
Hill, would include offenses relating to carjacking with the intent of
series injury or death, coercing a
child to engage in prostitution or
any sexual activity, and any felony
crime that with more than a oneyear sentence that includes using
or threatening to use force against
a person or property, or that “involved a substantial risk” that force
would have been used.
A spokeswoman for Cotton said
they would get straight up or down
votes at a simple majority threshold, meaning Republicans will have
to vote against the amendments if
they’re going to be defeated.
Senators estimate that they have
roughly 70 votes for the legislation,
meaning some supporters could
potentially be allowed to vote for a
Kennedy-Cotton proposal without
them successfully being added to
the bill. House Speaker Paul Ryan
(R-Wis.) has pledged that he will
take up the bill this year if it can
pass the Senate.
The legislation combines a
House-passed prison reform bill
with a handful of changes to sentencing laws. Supporters rolled
out a new version this week aimed
at mollifying and winning over
Republican senators, who had been
wary of supporting a bill that could
potentially be used against them in
future election cycles.
Sen. Dick Durbin (D-Ill.), who
helped craft the bill alongside Sen.
Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa), said
they had tried “to be as careful as
possible” as they’ve written the
legislation.
Durbin acknowledged that Cotton was trying to use his amendments to peel off support from their
coalition, but predicted they would
defeat him either by voting it down
or offering a competing side-byside proposals.
“Oh definitely. That is clearly
what he’s trying to do,” Durbin
said. “I think he’ll be surprised to
find that many of his complaints
have already been addressed in
the bill.”
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Interior chief Zinke to leave administration
By Timothy Cama
and Miranda Green
The Hill
Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke
will depart the administration
amid growing controversy over
allegations that he violated ethics
rules, President Trump announced
Saturday.
Trump tweeted early Saturday
that Zinke “will be leaving the Administration at the end of the year
after having served for a period of
almost two years.”
“Ryan has accomplished much
during his tenure and I want to
thank him for his service to our
Nation,” Trump wrote.
He did not specify whether Zinke resigned or was fired, and said
he will announce a new secretary
next week. Whoever Trump nominates will likely have to go through
Senate confirmation.
The Interior Department has not
returned requests for comment from
The Hill.
Zinke took to Twitter on Saturday afternoon to blame “false
allegations” as a factor in his exit
from the administration.
“I love working for the President
and am incredibly proud of all the
good work we’ve accomplished
together,” he wrote. “However,
after 30 years of public service, I
cannot justify spending thousands
of dollars defending myself and my
family against false allegations.”
David Bernhardt, the deputy
Interior secretary, could take over
as acting secretary in the interim.
Bernhardt has been the point
person on numerous major Interior
initiatives, such as changes to the
Endangered Species Act and efforts
to start drilling for oil in the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge. He is
widely expected to continue similar
policies as Zinke, though perhaps
with a different tone.
Zinke’s departure as head of the
agency that oversees federal land,
wildlife and American Indian relations comes as Democrats prepare
to take over as the majority in the
House, where they’ll have subpoena power for investigations.
Zinke, a former Republican
congressman from Montana, has
been the subject of more than a
dozen investigations for his conduct
in office, including scrutiny over a
land deal involving a foundation he
led and a company backed by David
Lesar, chairman of oilfield services
company Halliburton.
Interior’s Office of Inspector
General (OIG) referred its probe
into the deal to the Department of
Justice for potential prosecution

of conflict of interest laws. Zinke
denied any wrongdoing.
That referral came at least a
week before Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) Secretary Ben
Carson announced to staff that Suzanne Israel Tufts, a Trump political
appointee at HUD, was going to
replace Interior’s acting inspector
general. The Hill first reported the
shake-up in October. Interior later
denied the report and HUD said it
was a miscommunication.
Critics raised suspicions about
the timing of the two events. Rep.
Raúl Grijalva (D-Ariz.) said he
would like to probe the nature of
the attempted OIG replacement
when he likely takes control of the
House Natural Resources Committee next year.
The timing “can’t be dismissed
as merely a coincidence,” Grijalva
told Bloomberg. “That’s why the
oversight is so necessary.”
Grijalva further labeled Zinke
“unfit” in an op-ed in early December and called for his ouster from
the administration.
Zinke responded swiftly by
attacking Grijalva personally on
Twitter.
“It’s hard for him to think
straight from the bottom of the
bottle,” Zinke tweeted.
“This is coming from a man
who used nearly $50,000 in tax
dollars as hush money to cover up
his drunken and hostile behavior,”
he continued, with a reference to

Tune Inn, a Capitol Hill bar Grijalva
frequents.
Trump told reporters on Nov. 7
that he was looking into the complaints against Zinke and expected
to come to a conclusion in the near
future.
When asked if he planed to fire
the Interior head, he told reporters,
“No.”
Since then, Zinke has kept a
relatively low profile, traveling to
California on the behest of the president to address increased forest
management practices and the need
to divert more water away from the
ocean. His sentiments were highly
criticized by local officials who
instead largely blamed the fires on
the effects of climate change.
Zinke has been no stranger to
controversy since taking office in
March 2017, with his list of investigations growing long.
The Interior head is facing a
handful of other investigations
by the OIG, including probes into
whether he improperly blocked an
American Indian casino project
after a competitor’s lobbying. Recently he was cleared of an investigation into whether he broke ethics
rules by redrawing a Utah national
monument in a way that benefited
a state lawmaker.
Earlier the OIG also found that
Zinke violated department policies
by letting his wife travel in government vehicles. Investigators largely
cleared him of potential violations

By Miranda Green
and Timothy Cama
The Hill
President Trump said he plans
to announce this week his pick to
replace Interior Secretary Ryan
Zinke, who will be leaving the administration at the end of the year.
The likely contenders have
experience on congressional committees overseeing the Interior
Department or hail from Western
states, an important factor considering Interior’s outsized influence
in the West.
Trump’s eventual pick will need
to go through the Senate confirmation process.
Here are some of the most talked-about contenders.
Deputy Interior Secretary
David Bernhardt
Bernhardt had long been considered a shoo-in for secretary. But
in announcing Zinke’s exit, Trump
didn’t say the deputy secretary
would be in charge of the agency
and its 70,000 employees. Still, he
will become acting secretary until
Zinke’s replacement is nominated
and then confirmed by the Senate.
Bernhardt worked at Interior in
various capacities, including solicitor, during the George W. Bush
administration. He has had multiple
stints at at the lobbying firm Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck LLP,
representing clients with business
before Interior.
In his current role at Interior,
Bernhardt has taken the lead on
major initiatives like efforts to ease
Endangered Species Act compliance, reduce protections for the
greater sage grouse, open the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge for oil and
gas drilling and direct more water
to farmers in the West.

“Bernhardt will be a strong
leader,” said Ann Navarro, a partner
at Bracewell LLP, a law firm and
lobbying shop. “He’s an extremely
hard worker and knows the agency’s mission. He also understands
how the agency functions and is
well-regarded among the agency
staff, which is essential to successfully lead the agency.”
He also strikes fear in environmentalists.
“We cannot allow a lobbyist like
David Bernhardt to transform our
public lands and waters into oil and
gas production zones when we have
basically a decade left to avoid climate catastrophe,” Janet Redman,
climate director for Greenpeace
USA, said in a statement.
If Trump prefers to put a politician at the helm, Bernhardt would
likely stay in his post to smooth
the transition and to maintain the
policy focus.
“It may benefit the president’s
agenda to appoint someone else
in that role so Bernhardt can keep
the agenda on track,” said Dan
Eberhart, CEO of oil services firm

Canary LLC and a major Republican donor.
Rep. Rob Bishop (R-Utah)
Unlike other politicians in contention for the Interior post, Bishop
isn’t leaving his current job. But
the chairman of the House Natural
Resources Committee is getting a
demotion and becoming its ranking
member starting next month since
the GOP lost its House majority in
the November midterm elections.
Bishop’s main qualification is
that he has served for years on the
Natural Resources panel, which
oversees Interior, and has wielded
the chairman’s gavel for the past
four years. He’s worked closely
with Zinke to reduce national
monuments and ease endangered
species protections. Before that,
he furiously fought the Obama
administration’s policies.
When asked whether he would
be interested in the job, Bishop’s
spokeswoman, Kristina Baum, said
he “has an interest in the opportunity to pursue the Trump administration’s continued leadership on
(See Zenke Contenders, Page 11)

Leading contenders emerge to
replace Zinke as Interior secretary

related to his official travel, including flying on a jet owned by an oil
executive and using a private plane
on a trip that included a political
fundraiser.
His government spending also
raised eyebrows after reports surfaced that he created battle coins
to hand out to guests, asked for a
specially designed secretarial flag
to be flown above Interior’s headquarters when he was present and
spent thousands of taxpayer dollars
to replace his office’s balcony door.
He was also questioned for his
use of charter flights, including one
to Montana after a private engagement with the Las Vegas Golden
Knights hockey team. An Interior
ethics official signed off on the
event and chartertravel but was unaware that the owner of the hockey
team was a former campaign donor.
The OIG ruled that the use of the
flight was avoidable.
Similar spending and ethics issues contributed to the departure of
other former Trump administration
officials, such as Environmental
Protection Agency chief Scott Pruitt
and Health and Human Services
Secretary Tom Price.
Trump announced Zinke’s departure on Saturday amid a broader
shake-up of his Cabinet and senior
staff. Trump has nominated William
Barr to become the new attorney
general following Jeff Sessions’s
ouster last month. Trump on Friday
also named Mick Mulvaney, the
current White House budget chief,
as acting chief of staff to replace
John Kelly, who is leaving at the
end of the month.
Zinke, set to be the latest administration departure, had ruffled
feathers with some of his policies, including one that reduced
the boundaries of two national
monuments. He also expanded
offshore oil drilling, weakened
protections for endangered species
and reversed an Obama-era ban on
elephant and lion hunting trophy

imports.
Zinke was central to the Trump
administration’s “Energy Dominance” agenda, which aims to
dramatically increase production
of oil, natural gas and coal, mainly
by loosening regulations for production and use.
“I don’t ever want to be held
hostage by a foreign entity over
energy needs. I don’t want to send
your kids, my kids, on foreign
shores to fight for energy,” Zinke,
a former Navy SEAL, told Fox
Business Network in September.
“And environmentally, it is best
to produce energy in this country
under reasonable regulation than
to watch it get produced overseas
with no regulation.”
One of Zinke’s first acts after
joining the Cabinet was to repeal
a moratorium the Obama administration had put on new coal-mining
leases on federal land, which was
implemented to enable a study of
the climate change implications
of mining. He later announced
that Interior would be looking into
expanding offshore drilling in federal waters — a move opposed by
almost every coastal state.
Under his leadership, Interior repealed Obama-era standards meant
to reduce methane pollution from
oil and gas drilling on federal land,
in addition to working to repeal
regulations on fracking.
Zinke led the Trump administration’s review of national monument protections, which resulted
in Trump’s decisions to slash the
Grand Staircase-Escalante National
Monument’s size by about half, and
the Bears Ears National Monument
by about 85 percent. Both protected
areas are in southern Utah.
Interior under Zinke pursued
numerous policies to change how
the Endangered Species Act is
implemented, including reducing
protections for threatened species
and making it harder to protect habitat. The department declared in a
legal memo that it would not punish
companies that “incidentally” kill
or harm migratory birds under the
Migratory Bird Treaty Act.
At the same time, Zinke sought
to frame himself as a conservationist second only to former President
Theodore Roosevelt, who used his
position to protect natural areas.
“Interior represents the people.
And when it comes to public lands,
you look at the Teddy Roosevelt
Arch when you enter the park: ‘For
the benefit and enjoyment of the
people,’ ” Zinke told a Montana
radio show in October, referring to
an entrance to Yellowstone National Park. “So it’s the people’s lands,
we should take care of it.”
In October, Zinke oversaw the
establishment of Trump’s first national monument, at Camp Nelson
in Kentucky. He also worked to
improve access to federal land by
hunters and fishermen as part of a
wide-ranging agenda to boost hunting. In a similar vein, he worked to
create two controversial pro-hunting advisory committees filled predominantly by representatives of
pro-gun and sport shooting groups.
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TRAFFIC ALERT

PROJECT NEON UPDATE

I-515 South Ramp to 215
Beltway move began
Dec. 18 in Henderson

Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
The Nevada Department of Transportation (NDOT) will permanently
relocate the Interstate 515 (U.S. Highway 95) southbound ramp to the 215
Beltway in Henderson effective 5 a.m., December 18. It will be moved
to the north and combined with the Lake Mead East exit under the Auto
Show Drive bridge.
The relocation is part of a $575,406 Interstate 515 / 215 Beltway restriping project that began on October 21 in Henderson. Mueller Construction is
the contractor. The project goals are improved safety and mobility as well
as reduced high-speed rear end accidents on Interstate 515 southbound.
Increased traffic congestion has caused lane weaving between Auto Show
Drive and the ramp exit to the 215 Beltway westbound.
For the latest state highway conditions, visit nvroads.com or call 511
before driving.

Zenke Contenders

(Continued from Page 10)
energy dominance, reorganization of [the Bureau of Land Management],
and access to public lands.”
She declined to elaborate.
Bishop has previously said that he does not plan to run for reelection
in 2020 and will retire at the end of the 116th Congress.
Sen. Dean Heller (Nev.)
Heller hails from a state with a high concentration of federal land,
managed by numerous agencies within Interior. He lost a competitive
reelection bid last month to Rep. Jacky Rosen (D), making him the only
GOP senator to fall short on Election Day this cycle.
The Nevada Independent reported that Heller is very interested in the
Interior job and that Trump is seriously considering him.
But Heller may lack a key qualification Trump has sought in his Cabinet
members: loyalty to him.
During the 2016 presidential race, Heller made disparaging remarks
about Trump, saying he was “vehemently opposed” to the real estate
mogul. But since Trump took office, the two have grown more friendly.
Both Trump and his elder daughter — White House adviser Ivanka Trump
— campaigned for Heller in his failed reelection bid.
Rep. Raúl Labrador (Idaho)
Labrador is another contender striving for the Interior post, according to
a source close to the congressman. The Idaho Republican, who is retiring
from Congress next month, met with Trump on Saturday and has been in
touch with his aides about the position, the source said.
The source described Labrador as “uniquely qualified.”
The Idaho Republican, who was born in Puerto Rico, has served for
nine years on the House Natural Resources Committee, which oversees
the Interior Department.
If nominated and confirmed, he would be the first person born in one
of the insular territories of the U.S. to serve as Interior secretary.
Interior oversees the governing of most U.S. territories, but not Puerto
Rico.
Labrador has at times had an icy relationship with Trump. In March
2017, the congressman got in a Twitter altercation with the president, who
had blasted the House Freedom Caucus for not getting on board with an
ObamaCare reform package.
“The Freedom Caucus will hurt the entire Republican agenda if they
don’t get on the team, & fast. We must fight them, & Dems, in 2018!”
Trump wrote.
Labrador responded: “Freedom Caucus stood with u when others ran.
Remember who your real friends are. We’re trying to help u succeed.”
Trump declined to endorse Labrador in his bid for Idaho governor this
year. Labrador lost in the Republican primary.
Former Rep. Cynthia Lummis (R-Wyo.)
Lummis is openly vying for the spot.
“Yes, it is a position I’m interested in,” she told The Hill on Monday.
The Wyoming Republican, who retired from the House in 2017 after
deciding not to seek reelection, first interviewed for the post last year
before Trump picked Zinke.
Lummis told The Hill that if chosen for the role she would focus on
forest management and wildfire controls.
“I have always prioritized natural resources policy,” she said, adding
that action needs to be taken to address “these catastrophic wildfires we’ve
seen in California and elsewhere.”
“Much more needs to be done to enhance the ability of the land to resist
and fight catastrophic wildfire,” she added.
The former congresswoman said she has not met with the president
about the position but has been in touch with White House staff. She said
Zinke achieved a lot in his tenure, but now it’s time to move the focus.
“There are things we have to do at the National Park Service. When
I was on the Oversight and Government Reform Committee, there had
been nearly decades of neglect of sexual harassment at the National Park
Service,” she said.
“I would love to be at Interior to work with the House Oversight and
Government Reform Committee and incoming Chairman Elijah Cummingsto make sure that issue is addressed,” she said, referring to the
Maryland Democrat.
Idaho Gov. Butch Otter (R)
Two sources familiar with the selection process said Otter, Idaho’s
outgoing governor, is one of the leading candidates Trump is considering.
Otter has been governor of the Gem State for 12 years and is retiring
in January. He previously served in Congress and as lieutenant governor.
As governor, Otter has frequently worked with Interior since the federal
government owns more than 60 percent of the state’s land, the second
highest of any state.
He’s a harsh critic of the Endangered Species Act, and Interior is
working to overhaul its enforcement of the decades-old law.
Otter has routinely dealt with public land issues, including a signature
good neighbor agreement that allows Idaho to work with the National
Forest Service to expand the agency’s capacity to work on forest health.
But one area where he has little experience is with oil and gas. Idaho
lacks notable fossil fuel developments, meaning the governor hasn’t
worked much with extraction policies.
The Trump administration under Zinke focused heavily on increasing
drilling on public lands and offshore as a way to grow America’s energy
independence — a policy strongly favored by Trump.
Otter’s office didn’t respond to requests for comment about his interest
in the position.
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RadioTribune Lineup
‘Open Mic’
Every Tuesday and
Thursday at 11:00 a.m.,
Gordon Martines hosts
“Open Mic,” a popular
RadioTribune.com show.
The Anti-Corruption Coalition of Nevada is the
basis for and theme of
“Open Mic.”
Gordon Martines was
a career police officer
with 39 years of on-thejob Law Enforcement
experience. Past cases
involving Kevin Daley,
Trayvon Cole and a variety of other covered-up
criminal cases, and a

billion dollars worth of
missing taxpayer money,
are discussed in depth
and at length on the show.
Martines spent four
years as police officer
with the Hermosa Beach
Police Department before
moving here and resuming his police career in
Las Vegas as a Detective
in the Robbery/Homicide
Bureau, retiring from the
Las Vegas Metropolitan
Police Department after
36 years of police service.
The amount of corruption and cover-ups by ex-

ecutive Police Administrative officers witnessed
by Martines inside the
department led to his decision to contest the good
ol’ boy’s club and run
for Clark County Sheriff
three times against what
he knew were almost insurmountable odds.
“Open Mic” carries the
voice the LVMPD does
not want you to hear, yet
it is always there, every
Tuesday and Thursday
at 11:00 a.m. on www.radiotribune.com. Tune in!
*****
‘Face The Tribune’
Face the Tribune is
heard every Monday
through Friday at 12
noon, hosted by Rolando

Larraz.
For the last five years
“Face The Tribune” has
been the premier show
for interviews with politicians, civil service workers, government officials
and activists, and a voice
for those everyday citizens who needed to air
their legal grievances.
The Las Vegas Tribune
newspaper has been a
part of the Las Vegas
community for over 18
years and is the only independent newspaper in
Clark County.
“Face The Tribune”
was established as a voice
for the people of Las Vegas and is the only news
platform where judges,

city councilmen, local
businessmen and women, as well as Mr. or Ms.
Local Citizen, can voice
their opinions and share
the issues that pertain to
Las Vegas.
The show’s host, Rolando Larraz, has been a
journalist in Clark County for over 50 years. He
has been a fixture in the
community and a highly
respected publisher who
has covered local news
and events in Las Vegas
since the mid-’60s. For
stories and information
not available anywhere
else in Las Vegas, tune
into “Face The Tribune”
Monday through Friday
at 12:00 noon.

SEASONS
GREETINGS

KIOF 97.9 FM

“Welcome to
Fabulous Las
Vegas Public
Radio and the
Entertainment
Capital of
the World”
YOUR LOCAL COMMUNITY NON
PROFIT 501 C 3 RADIO STATION

(Federal Charitable taxpayer ID # 45-4388579)

See www.lasvegaspublicradio.org
400 S. 4th St., Suite 500
Las Vegas, NV 89101

(702) 425-4088

Face the
Tribune
‘Face the Tribune’ is hosted
by Rolando Larraz
Monday thru Friday
at 12 noon
on www.RadioTribune.com

Tune in to
RadioTribune
www.RadioTribune.com
New Call-In Line:
(702) 983-0711

Tune in and listen to those who will tell you the truth,
and nothing but the truth. You’ll discover different
personalities and hear different opinions, but when it
comes to the facts, you’ll always get the truth from us!
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A government big enough to give you everything you want, is strong enough to take everything you have. — Thomas Jefferson

Our Point of View

Lessons from Rudolph
the Red-nosed Reindeer

We all know the words to the song, “Rudolph
the Red-nosed Reindeer,” and we all know what
the main lesson in that song is: Just because
you’re different does not mean that you should
be shunned, and you may even have more to offer the world than all the others who shun you or
make fun of you.
But the glaring lesson that we all see is that
while it’s easy to discover the good in others after it is blatantly pointed out to us, the virtue in
accepting others is to accept them just because
they exist, not because of what they can do for us.
We wonder how Santa could have let his
reindeer act that way toward the newcomer just
because he was different. Did he not notice how
unkind his very own reindeer were acting? And if
they had been with Santa, the epitome of kindness
and love, all those many long years, how could
they have ever come to treat Rudolph that way
in the first place?
“All of the other reindeer
Used to laugh and call him names
They never let poor Rudolph
Join in any reindeer games”
Not everyone gets “a foggy Christmas Eve”
to prove why their difference matters, and we
shouldn’t play “better than thou” just because we
don’t know what someone else’s special talent or
gift is before we’ll let them into our circle.
Santa, being more astute at these things than
reindeer (and by the way, reindeer ought not be
judged by human standards) saw immediately that
Rudolph was more than he appeared to be and
brought it to the attention of his reindeer team,
at which point all the reindeer then immediately
saw Rudolph’s value and treated him thusly.
“Then how the reindeer loved him
As they shouted out with glee
“Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer
You’ll go down in history.”
It’s easy to see the problem and the happy ending all within the confines of the song and just
go along with the fun aspect of it, as children do
everywhere; yet in real life, such black and white
situations that can be resolved by one moment of
clarity or insight or understanding rarely exist.
However, that is a song, or perhaps we can even
say a Christmas fable made into a song. We do not
have to live our lives based on just what one man
wrote, no matter the lessons — one way or the
other — within it. Just as we ought not be pulled
down by “How the Grinch Stole Christmas” or
confused and disheartened by “Skipping Christmas,” we can always let all the fun of Christmas in
while we contemplate our own personal meaning
of Christmas. We are bigger than our songs and
our stories, but that does not mean we shouldn’t
see the meanings within any or all of them. But
we don’t have to take them so seriously that we
are forced to push aside our own personal feelings and beliefs about Christmas. We know what
Christmas means to us, and if we never actually
got around to figuring it out, maybe it’s time we
did.
We do not have to lose Santa to find Jesus, nor
do we have to ignore Jesus to enjoy the North Pole
and Santa’s elves. There is a reason that Christmas
exists, and to ignore that spoils everything else
about this wonderful season of love and joy!
If we can all just be a little less critical of each
other, taking the best of the songs and stories as
lessons to inspire us, not reasons to chip apart at
what brings joy to others at this time of the year,
it’s very possible we may all get a little closer to
discovering the real meaning of Christmas for
ourself.

State budget could use
some belt tightening

By Thomas Mitchell
Steve Sisolak and the majority DemThe members of the Nevada
ocratic lawmakers, who take office in
Economic Forum met earlier this
January. Of course, they all appear to
month and came up with a forecast
anticipate spending every last dime
for how much the total state general
of that $591 million windfall even
fund revenues will be for the next
though current inflation is running
two years.
only 2.5 percent.
The Economic Forum was creMuch of the anticipated money
ated by lawmakers in 1993. It is
is being targeted for expanded Medresponsible for providing forecasts
icaid under ObamaCare and various
of revenues for each upcoming
education spending schemes.
biennial budget period. The figures
After the Economic Forum issued
are binding on the governor and the
its forecast, Sisolak gave a statement
Legislature in crafting a budget, so
to the press saying, “I am encouraged
ThoMaS MiTchell
they don’t wildly overestimate poby how the state is performing. I look
tential revenue and cause a budget crisis when funds forward to reviewing the final forecast released by the
Economic Forum and creating a roadmap to implement
come up short.
The forum members reported that the past two- the priorities that matter to Nevadans. I am committed
year’s revenues turned out to be $8.244 billion and the to building a bright future for our state and that starts
coming two-year period should generate 7.2 percent with building a budget that funds the initiatives that
more funds or $8.835 billion, after application of all will get us there.”
May we be so brazen as to suggest that taxpayers
applicable tax credits, of which there are a number.
Outgoing Republican Gov. Brain Sandoval has might appreciate an “initiative” that lets them keep a bit
already drafted a budget for the next biennium, which more of their paychecks. Or at the very least pour more
will be handed over to incoming Democratic Gov.
(See Mitchell, Page 15)

Special Christmas Wishes
to all those in my life
By Perly Viasmensky
As I do every year I want to send my best wishes to
all my friends who are “guests” of the State of Nevada,
the ones who will not have dinner with family, and
who will not receive a gift or a hug from a loved one:
Ron Mortensen, Paul Recktenwald, Oswaldo Lopez,
Dagmar Diaz, Steve Cino and all the others who are
away from home this holiday season.
At this time of the year, I think more than ever of
my good friends Maramis Choufani and her family;
Maria Ureña and her four children and their children;
Parker Philpot and Blanca Gonzalez. And of course,
I can’t forget my dear brother.
To Don and Rita, I don’t need to say a word because
every day of the year I show them my love and they
are very confident of my feelings for them.
To Ben Childs and the light of his life, his three
children, all the happiness in the world.
At this time of year, a very strong prayer to the
Almighty for those who went on ahead of us and left
us behind, the ones who are watching us from heaven, and are always in our hearts, in our memories,

in our prayers; the ones who will never be forgotten.
That includes Maramis’ Mom and sisters; my dearest
teacher Sister Mary Ninfa Briones; my schoolmate
since childhood Idania Figueredo; Parker’s Mom and
every member of my own family that I miss every day;
my dearest brother Tony who is always in my mind and
heart, but especially during this season.
Of course, I don’t wish the same to everyone. There
is no possible way I could wish anything good to the
con-artists Chris Garcia, a.k.a. Cuba, Guillermo Garcia,
Christopher Guillermo Garcia and his supposed wife
Thea Bean, a.k.a. C-Ann Beam Garcia, Cann Garcia,
Lou Ann Garcia and several other aliases, who together
cleaned out our two bank accounts, went on a shopping
spree around the city with monies that did not belong
to them and drove away in a 15-foot U-Haul truck with
identification number DC7035W, and Arizona license
plates AH55136, which did not belong to them either,
leaving a small local business in the red. To them, I
wish Santa Claus would bring a big bag of coal.
Very special wishes and thanks to our president for
(See Viasmensky, Page 15)

ON A PERSONAL NOTE

Dear Santa... this country
needs your help badly!

By Marami
we’re doing wrong, to see what needs
Dear Santa,
doing, or to see what should never
I am sending you my list for what
have been done in the first place — in
I want this year, but I have to warn
other words, to do the best thing for
you: it won’t be nearly as easy as
the situation at hand to get the best
getting a little girl a whole house that
outcome for all concerned — so it’s
is exactly the one she wants.
really beginning to look like we need
This has been a horrible year in
you to work your magic in order for
many ways for many people, and I
that to happen.
won’t bore you with all the details,
Forgive me if my list gets too
which you probably already know
wordy, but I want to be perfectly clear
anyway. I realize you can’t undo
so no one can say that you must have
what has already been done, but
misunderstood.
MaraMiS choufani
apparently, you have ways to make
So here’s my list, Santa.
1. End racial disharmony. Is this possible for you
good things happen, even out of so-called bad things.
Since I’ve been around for many years, I’ve noticed
to do, Santa? Please find some way to enlighten people
that you’re not just about seeing that “Tommy” gets
to the issues-at-hand as opposed to the color of the
his train, or that little “Dory” gets the doll of her
individuals involved. I understand that color is the first
choice; you are also about arranging circumstances
thing some people notice, but it often gets in the way
and bringing together certain people to produce the
of justice. Nobody wants to be judged for what their
outcome that works best.
neighbor down the street did just because they happen
Apparently we as a nation, a collection of law ento be the same color as their neighbor, any more than
forcement agencies, assorted communities, and many,
anyone wants to be judged for what happens to their
many individuals, are not wise enough to see what
(See Maramis, Page 18)
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Some Drive-By Muthings to Start Your Weekend
By Chuck muth
Jimmy Conway (Robert Di
Nero) to Henry Hill (Ray Liotta)
in Goodfellas…
“I’m not mad, I’m proud o’ you.
You took your first pinch like a man
and you learned the two greatest
things in life... never rat on your
friends and always keep your mouth
shut.”
Apparently Michael Cohen,
Donald Trump’s former lawyer,
never saw the movie. Maybe he can
rent it while in prison over the next
three years.
*****
The Associated Press continued
its jihad on behalf of political correctness in its reporting this week
on the most recent terrorist attack
in France.
The truth is, the gunman shouted
“Allahu Akbar!” during the attack.
But according to the AP report, he
“shouted ‘God is Great!’ in Arabic.”
Interesting that the media outlet
didn’t quote the gunman on exactly
what he said. No wonder so many
consider the AP an outlet for “fake
news.”
*****
In light of faltering sales after

CHUCK mUTH
implementing a gun ban in its stores
earlier this year, Dick’s Sporting
Goods is mulling closure of 35
stores in 18 states.
Gun control doesn’t seem to be
a winning marketing strategy. Go
figure.
*****
From the Department of Robbing Peter to Pay Paul, headquartered, of course, in — where else?
— California, comes the latest government taxpayer scheme: Taxing
text messages by paying customers
to provide cell phone service to
poor people.
Taxing conversations? I wonder

if a “confessional tax” in Catholic churches is right around the
corner… or will they be given a
religious exemption?
*****
Following the high school massacre at Marjory Stoneman Douglas
High School in Florida last year,
the school created a Public Safety
Commission to investigate and
make suggestions for boosting the
safety of students.
And the gun-grabbers ain’t gonna like it one bit!
On Wednesday, according to
media reports, the commission
recommended, by an overwhelming
vote of 13-1, “that teachers who
volunteer and undergo background
checks and training be allowed to
carry concealed guns on campus to
stop future shootings.”
The commission noted that “it’s
not enough to have one or two
police officers or armed guards on
campus.”
And commission chairman, Pinellas County Sheriff Bob Gualtieri,
further noted that “most deaths in
school shootings happen within the
first few minutes.”
The logic of this is obvious…

though for gun-grabbers, deniable.
Will be interesting to see if a Nevada legislator takes up the “campus
carry” issue — previously championed in the Assembly by now-Las
Vegas City Councilwoman Michele
Fiore — in the 2019 session.
*****
Grassroots activist Denise
“Chemtrail” Mraz continues to
promote herself as a former confidante of late Assemblyman Dennis
Hof and heir to his political legacy.
She’s neither.
That said, I’m not sure how long
the Queen of Gadflies is going to
remain with us in Nevada. Her
village called yesterday. They want
their idiot back.
*****
Following Sir Richard Branson’s first successful space tourism test flight into outer space
yesterday, my new BFF and legal
Nevada courtesan, Air Force Amy,
has volunteered to go where no man
has gone before in a way no man
has gone before.
“I’m already a longtime Charter
Member of the Mile-High Club,”
Amy noted, referencing the unofficial guild of individuals who have

engaged in sexual activity on an
airplane. “Who better to take that
experience to a whole new level 50
miles off the ground?”
*****
Inspired by “Daddy’s Home II,”
I took the family up to Caliente yesterday in search of a cut-your-own
Christmas tree.
Took a while hiking in the back
country to find one we all agreed
on, but Kristen’s boyfriend, Austin,
and I finally felled this season’s
ornament-holder.
We then immediately retired to
the Shamrock Pub in downtown
Caliente for some liquid refreshment.
Tree-cutting is hard work!
Now Mama Gia can work her
holiday magic on it. Merry Christmas!
*****
Chuck Muth is president of
Citizen Outreach, a non-profit
public policy grassroots advocacy
organization and publisher of NevadaNewsandViews.com. He may
be reached by email at cmuth@
lasvegastribune.com. He blogs at
MuthsTruths.com.

maCe yampoLsKy
2018. However, Pelosi said Trump
called her later in the afternoon
and told her the White House was
looking at options she and Schumer
had laid out.
In the public debate, Trump
sounded more determined than
ever to allow a partial government
shutdown unless he gets the billions
he wants for his long-promised wall
along the U.S.-Mexico border. “I
will take the mantle. I will be the
one to shut it down,” he declared.
Pelosi later crowed that she and
Schumer had goaded the president
to “fully own that the shutdown was
his.” She told Democratic lawmakers back at the Capitol, according
to an aide who was in the room,
that the wall was “like a manhood
thing for him ... as if manhood could

ever be associated with him. This
wall thing.”
Another Brick In The Wall
The aide was not authorized to
speak publicly and commented only
on condition of anonymity. While
Trump has suggested he may be
willing to trade with Democrats and
has publicly praised Pelosi, he was
focused on reinforcing his hardline
immigration promises, repeatedly
stressing border security and the
wall as a critical part. Democrats
were in no mood to sympathize,
emphasizing their newfound political strength.
“Elections have consequences,
Mr. President,” said Schumer.
Trump later called it a “friendly
meeting,” saying “I’ve actually
liked them for a long period of time
and I respect them both. And we
made a lot of progress.” The Democrats said they had given Trump
two options to keep the government
open and the responsibility lay with
him and Republicans who control
Congress.
The wall remains the main
sticking point in talks. Republican
House Speaker Paul Ryan acknowledged Tuesday that the GOP-led
House has yet to pass legislation
that includes the $5 billion in
border wall funds that Trump has
been requesting. Ryan likely lacks
sufficient votes from Republicans
who will lose their majority at the

end of the month.
Will The Wall Really Work?
Trump is seeking far more for
his long-stalled border wall than the
$1.6 billion the Senate has agreed
to for border security, including
physical barriers and technology
along the U.S. southern border. The
Berlin Wall worked but Both sides
were willing to shoot those who disobeyed. I don’t see that happening.
Even Trump doesn’t hate Mexicans
that much (I don’t think). And who
would do his landscaping?
Should the two sides not make
a deal by Dec. 21, 2018, about
three-quarters of the government
would continue to have enough
money to operate. But departments
affected absent a deal include
Homeland Security, Transportation,
Agriculture, State and Justice, as
well as national parks. Both sides
came into the negotiating session
primed for battle. After a few niceties, Trump dug into Democrats on
the border wall, prompting a stern
rebuke from Schumer that the issue
at hand was “called funding the
government.” Trump soon started
scrapping with Pelosi, when she
said there should not be a “Trump
shutdown.”
Who Is Better At Math?
“Did you say Trump?” the president said, as the two argued over
whether Trump had enough Republican votes in the House to support

his border wall plan. “The fact is
that you do not have the votes in
the House,” Pelosi declared. Trump
shot back, “Nancy, I do.”
Also in a fighting mood, Schumer accused Trump of threatening a
shutdown “because you can’t get
your way (typical Trump M.O).”
Trump heckled Schumer over a
previous shutdown, saying “the
last time you shut it down you
got killed” politically. Pelosi and
Schumer both repeatedly asked
to make the conversation private,
without success, as Trump argued
that the public meeting was a good
thing: “It’s called transparency.” Be
careful what you wish for Donald!
Trump repeatedly returned to
his argument that the border wall
is needed for security reasons. He
also argued that “tremendous” portions of the wall have already been
built. In fact, some barrier renovation has happened, but little wall
construction has been completed
under Trump. If Democrats refuse
to support the wall, the military
will build the remaining sections,
Trump said. “The wall will get
built,” he insisted.
Sure, the military has lots of
personnel that has nothing to do and
is skilled in building walls. Right?
HAH! Hours after the meeting ended, a Pentagon spokesman said in
a statement that “there is no plan”
(see mace, page 18)

Larry KLayman
Smith, brave heroes who died with
Ambassador Chris Stephens at
Benghazi. The case was brought
by the Gold Star parents, Patricia
Smith and Charles Woods, for their
fallen sons.
3. Class Action Lawsuit Against
Google/YouTube, Facebook, Twitter, Apple and Instagram — This
complaint, recently by Freedom
Watch’s Leftist Media Strike Force,
seeks to hold these social media
companies, all run by leftist CEOs,
liable under the antitrust laws for
agreements in restraint of trade to
discriminate against conservatives
and other non-leftist interests,
thereby chilling free speech.
4. Defamation Suit brought by

our client Sheriff Joe Arpaio against
the New York Times for having viciously libeled him. This action was
also brought by Freedom Watch’s
Leftist Media Strike Force, which
seeks to hold the leftist “Fake News
Media” legally accountable to the
rule of law and common decency.
5. Continuing Cases Against
the Obama Deep State Intelligence
Agencies, such as the National Security Agency, Central Intelligence
Agency and the Federal Bureau of
Investigation for illegal and unconstitutional spying on the American
citizenry. These cases are now
before the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the District of Columbia Circuit.
6. Defamation Suit in Mr. Klayman’s capacity as a private lawyer
on behalf of Alabama Chief Justice
Roy Moore against Sacha Baron
Cohen for his slanderous actions
on Showtime.
7. Defamation Suit against the
producers at NBC/Bravo and Andy
Cohen, brought by Mr. Klayman in
his private capacity, for having slandered a prominent fashion designer,
Jackie Beard Robinson, accusing
her of stealing clothing from Melissa Gorga of the Housewives of
New Jersey.
8. Bivens Constitutional Suits
brought by Mr. Klayman in his
personal capacity for plaintiffs

Ryan Bundy and others for gross
prosecutorial misconduct, lying
under oath and other crimes perpetrated against peaceful protesters
exercising their First and Second
Amendment rights during the
famous successful standoff at
the Bundy Ranch in Bunkerville,
Nevada. The defendants are FBI
Director James Comey, former
Attorneys General Eric Holder,
Loretta Lynch, current Attorney
General Jeff Sessions and others
by the FBI, Department of Justice
and Bureau of Land Management.
9. Declaratory Judgment Action
for Cliven Bundy brought on behalf
of the citizens of Nevada to have
state land, which the federal government falsely claims to own, in
fact owned by the people of Nevada. This is a case which seeks to further and enforce state sovereignty
has wide ramifications for ranchers
and others in the western United
States in particular who have been
put out of business by the illicit and
over-regulation and illegal actions
of the federal government.
10. Defense of Appeal by Attorney General Jeff Sessions of the
dismissal of the indictment against
the Bundys. This case is currently
before the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the Ninth Circuit, the most radically
leftist appellate court in the nation.
11. Complaint filed by the Gold

Star parents of Seal Team Six and
other special ops whose sons died
on a mission code-named Extortion
17 against the Islamic Republic of
Iran, the Taliban, former Afghan
President Hamid Karzai and others
for murder. Plaintiffs are now seeking a default judgment.
12. Lawsuit under the Freedom
of Information Act to uncover illegal and criminal grand jury leaks
by Special Counsel Robert Mueller
and his leftist prosecutors harming
the rights of President Donald J.
Trump, his family and associates.
The uncovering of these illegal
and criminal grand jury leaks could
result in Mueller’s removal and the
end to his “witch hunt” intended to
destroy the Trump presidency.
For many other Freedom Watch
and Klayman Cases, go to www.
freedomwatchusa.org and www.larryklayman.com and www.clivenbundydefensefund.org. These are
just a few examples of our hard-hitting lawsuits, which do not just seek
documents from the government,
but are calculated to bring about
justice!
*****
Larry Klayman is a former Justice Department prosecutor and
the founder of Judicial Watch and
Freedom Watch. His latest book is
“Whores: Why and How I Came to
Fight the Establishment.”

Has Trump Hit The Wall?

By mace yampolsky
In a wild Oval Office confrontation, President Donald Trump
heatedly threatened to shut down
the U.S. government as he and
Democratic leaders bickered over
funding for his promised border
wall and offered a grim preview
of life in Washington the next two
years under divided government.
Trump and House and Senate
Democratic leaders Nancy Pelosi
and Chuck Schumer squabbled for
more than 15 minutes in the stunning, televised encounter. Each of
them, especially Trump, interrupted
the others to question facts, quibble
over election results and lob insults.
Trump questioned Pelosi’s ability to
count votes in her own House. She
questioned his manhood — after
she left the building.
The public clash marked
Trump’s first meeting with the
newly empowered Democrats since
their midterm victories that put
them in control of the House, laying
bare the tensions on both sides and
suggesting how divided government might work — or not — as
the 2020 presidential election nears.
Trumps and Dems
Still At Loggerheads
Neither the public nor the private face-to-face portion of the
meeting appeared to resolve the
wall-funding dispute with a partial
shutdown looming on Dec. 21,

Current Freedom Watch and Klayman cases and projects

By Larry Klayman
1. Citizens Grand Juries — Given the inaction of the Sessions’ Justice Department, Freedom Watch is
empaneling criminal grand juries to
bring indictments against Special
Counsel Robert Mueller, Deputy
Attorney General Rod Rosenstein,
James Comey, Bill and Hillary
Clinton, Barack Hussein Obama,
George Soros, Eric Holder and
others who act as if They Are Above
the Law. The indictees will then be
tried, convicted and sentenced. We
will then petition President Trump
to arrest and have incarcerated the
defendants. Under a 1992 landmark
case styled United States v. Williams former Supreme Court Justice
Antonin Scalia ruled that the grand
jury belongs to We the People, not
the three branches of government.
Thus, this action is legal, proper
and most of all necessary as the
citizenry has no governmental Justice Department that will enforce
the rule of law and the Constitution
against elite establishment officials.
2. Wrongful Death Lawsuit
Against Hillary Clinton — This
case, which is now before the U.S.
Supreme Court, seeks to hold the
former First Lady, Senator, Secretary of State and failed presidential
candidate legally accountable for
the deaths of Ty Woods and Sean
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Latin American “Wound Collectors”
By José Azel
“Wound Collectors” is a term
coined by former FBI special agent
Joe Navarro in his book “Hunting
Terrorism: A look at the Psychopathology of Terror,” and further discussed in several of his Psychology
Today articles.
Mr. Navarro defines wound
collecting as “The conscious and
systematic collection and preservation of transgressions, violations,
social wrongs, grievances, injustice, unfair treatment, or slights of
self and others, for the purpose of
nourishing, fortifying, or justifying
a malignant ideology, furthering
hatred, satisfying pathology, or for
exacting revenge.”
Mr. Navarro, a counterintelligence and behavioral assessment
expert, first used the term in the
context of analyzing terrorists
noting that “terrorists are perennial wound collectors” that often
bring up “events from decades or
even centuries past.” He cites as
examples Ted Kaczynski and his
“Unabomber Manifesto” condemning technology; Osama bin Laden’s
1996 fatwa reciting wounds dating
back to the Crusades, and many
others.
For me, the concept of “wound
collectors” elicits the image of Latin American leftist intellectuals and
politicians that somehow always
manage to blame the United States,
or multinational corporations for all
the ills that afflict the region.
As a graduate student of International Relations in the 1970s, many
of my professors were enamored
with the Dependency Theory argument that resources flow, in an

José Azel
exploitative manner, from a “periphery” of poor underdeveloped
states to a “core” of wealthy states.
A central contention of Dependency Theory is that the core states
became rich at the expense of
impoverishing the periphery states.
Many of the central authors of Dependency Theory were from Latin
American such as Raul Prebisch
(Argentina), Fernando Enrique
Cardozo and Celso Furtado (Brazil), and Enzo Faletto and Anibal
Pinto Santa Cruz (Chile).
Parenthetically, Fernando Enrique Cardozo later served as
President of Brazil (1995-2002)
and acknowledged that he knew
little about economics when he
wrote his book with Enzo Faletto
“Dependency and Development in
Latin America.”
Dependency Theory shares
many themes with Marxist theory
and Dependencia became a battle
cry for the Left in Latin America
and elsewhere. And Latin American

intellectual and politicians became
“wound collectors” of all the social
wrongs, grievances, injustices, and
unfair treatment that they attributed
to American corporations. To them,
Latin American development was
the victim of the greedy American
corporations.
Hand in hand with Dependencia,
from the 1960s to the 1980s, the
malignant ideology of Liberation
Theology, intertwined with Marxist
dogma, and intensely promoted by
Communist Cuba and the Soviet
Union, carried out bloody “wars
of national liberation” throughout
Latin America. Liberation Theology began as a movement within the
Latin American Catholic Church.
Its iconography often included the
image of a guerilla Jesus carrying
a soviet weapon.
The origin of the Latin American
brand of Liberation Theology is
credited to Peruvian priest Gustavo
Gutierrez. In 1971, Father Gutierrez
published “A Theology of Liberation” one of the movement’s defining books. For Gutierrez, poverty
is the result of dependency on the
developed countries, and unjust
social structures. Liberation Theology authors also became “wound
collectors” of all the ills presumably
inflicted on the region by the United
States. Ironically, Gutierrez went on
to hold a prestigious professorship
at the University of Notre Dame in
the United States.
For decades the United States
has attempted unsuccessfully to
redefine its politico-economic
relationship with Latin America;
most famously with President John
F. Kennedy’s Alliance for Progress

and with President Ronald Reagan’s Caribbean Basin Initiative.
These policies turned out to be
ineffective.
A byproduct of Latin America’s
wound collecting is that the region
has developed a sense of victimized self that manifests itself in a
disdain for the private sector of the
economy and particularly for much
needed American investments.
Yet, today’s global economy is
disrupting old development paradigms so that much can be done
with little. Consider this: “Uber, the
world’s largest taxi company, owns
no vehicles. Facebook, the world’s
most popular media owner, creates no context. Alibaba, the most
valuable retailer has no inventory.

ON THE HOLMES FRONT

And Airbnb, the world’s largest
accommodation provider, owns
no real estate” (Tom Goodwin on
TechCrunch.com).
To become economically successful, Latin America needs to
stop collecting real or imagined
wounds, and rethink what makes
up economic power.
José Azel left Cuba in 1961 as a
13 year-old political exile in what
has been dubbed Operation Pedro
Pan — the largest unaccompanied
child refugee movement in the history of the Western Hemisphere.
He is currently dedicated to the indepth analyses of Cuba’s economic,
social and political state, with a
keen interest in post-Castro-Cuba
strategies.

Hillary had a very bad week
(“foreign agent” bombshell!)
By Frank Holmes
The Clinton family funneled
foreign money like a sieve through
its tax-exempt foundation in order
to enrich themselves, advance foreign interests, and rip off its few
charitable donors.
That’s not my opinion: That’s the
official, sworn testimony offered by
three experts… and backed up by
6,000 pages of documentation.
Witnesses, including Judicial
Watch’s Tom Fitton, brought the
light to bear on multiple avenues
of the Clinton Foundation’s illegal activities before Congress on
Thursday.
“The results are quite shocking,”
said John F. Moynihan, financial
investigator who investigated the
Clinton Foundation’s donor record.
He and his investigative partner,
Lawrence W. Doyle, then rattled off
a list of the Clinton Foundation’s
crimes:
“Foreign agent,” Moynihan said.
“The foundation began acting
as an agent of foreign governments
‘early in its life’ and continued
doing so throughout its existence,”
Moynihan said.
The Saudis gave the Clinton
Foundation donations ranging
between an estimated $18 and $50
million… and got a major arms
deal in return, Tom Fitton told the
House Oversight Committee earlier
in the hearing.
“While Mrs. Clinton was secre-
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(Continued from Page 13)
of that anticipated-but-not-guaranteed revenue into the rainy day
savings account for that time in the
future when the outlook is not so
rosy, because everyone knows that
once government spends a certain
amount of money it expects to continue to do so in perpetuity.
For the record, from 2011 to
2017 the state general fund budget
grew by 32.3 percent, while inflation amounted to 7.9 percent.
Though we know we are whistling in the Democratic wind, we
also suggest that the burdensome
commerce tax passed in 2015 as
part of Sandoval’s $1.5 billion tax
hike be repealed. The tax was imposed even though the voters in November 2014 rejected a commerce
tax at the ballot box by 79 percent
to 21 percent. The commerce tax
is expected to generate only $445
million in the coming biennium and
could be covered by that extra $591
million in the projection.
Every Nevada business must file

tary of state, Bill Clinton gave two
speeches in Saudi Arabia earning a
total of $600,000,” Fitton said.
In return, Hillary Clinton spent
her time in the Obama administration promoting the interests of its
big-dollar foreign donors — while
she was supposed to be watching
out for America’s interests!
“Pay-to-play and favoritism for
Clinton Foundation supporters with
the Clinton State Department” filled
the publicly disclosed records that
Judicial Watch jimmied out of the
federal government.
Fitton told Congress he knew of
“numerous instances” of unethical,
possibly illegal, activity.

C r o o k e d H i l l a r y ’s i n f l u ence-peddling got “so bad that the
crown prince of Bahrain couldn’t
get a meeting directly with Mrs.
Clinton through the State Department — so he went through
the Clinton Foundation to get the
meeting” instead!
“There is enough evidence to
warrant serious investigations of
the Clinton Foundation,” Fitton
said.
Moynihan said that the Clinton
Foundation should have registered
as the agent of a forging power
under the Foreign Agents Registration Act.
Since it broke the law, “the

foundation is not entitled to its
501(c)3 tax-exempt privileges,”
Moynihan said.
That’s just the tip of the iceberg,
though.
“The intentional misuse of donated public funds” was another
one of the Clinton Foundation’s
crimes, Doyle testified.
“The foundation falsely attested that it received funds and used
them for charitable purposes, which
was in fact not the case,” he told
Congress.
Most of the foundation’s activities, especially the ones “larger in
scope,” were “profit-oriented and
taxable undertakings of private
enterprise.”
“The foundation was not a
charitable organization,” Doyle
concluded.
“In point of fact was a closely held family partnership” that
“sought in large measure to advance
the personal interests of its principals” — Bill, Hillary, and Chelsea
Clinton.
The Clinton Foundation could
owe “millions of dollars in delinquent taxes and penalties,” the
committee heard Thursday.
In fact, there could be stiffer
penalties… like time behind bars.
Gregg Jarrett summed up the

testimony for Sean Hannity by
saying that Bill Clinton used “the
foundation as his own personal
piggy bank, as his wife put a ‘for
sale’ sign on the door of her office
as Secretary of State.”
“It’s good that there is an FBI
investigation,” Jarrett told Hannity.
“There should also be a grand jury
to look at it.”
Doyle had just one more bomb
to drop in front of smiling Republicans and panicked Democrats.
The Clinton Foundation is not
really a tax-exempt foundation, so
anyone who made a donation to
that money-grifting enterprise can’t
write it off.
That could mean millions of
dollars in tax penalties for their
donors, too.
The people who tried to use tax
law to bribe the secretary of state
could have to pay up… possibly
face charges themselves.
The outgoing chair of the committee, Republican Mark Meadows
North Carolina, said it’s important
to hold the Clintons accountable in
order to show that no one is above
the law.
“Whether you’re a president,
or whether you’re a plumber or a
teacher, that same law should apply
to everybody,” he told The Hill.
“Just because you have a foundation that has collected $2.5 billion
dollars, it shouldn’t make you any
less accountable to the American
people.”
The next step needs to be an
indictment, then a trial by a jury of
12 average Americans — cab drivers from Queens, oil hands from
Dallas, secretaries from Salt Lake
City, and housewives from Topeka.
The Clinton crime wave is
coming to an end. And the Clinton
jail term could be right around the
corner.
Frank Holmes is a reporter for
The Horn News. He is a veteran
journalist and an outspoken conservative that talks about the news
that was in his weekly article, “On
The Holmes Front.”

(Continued from Page 13)
bringing back to our nation Jesus
Christ and Santa Claus, and hoping
that the Good Lord continues to
give him the wisdom to make our
country great again, giving it back
to us as it was so many years ago
full of hope, prosperity, freedom,
and peace in the name of God.
To all and every one of you my
Christian friends, even to all of

those who call themselves Christians, but do not believe in Christmas — May your days be filled
with joy and wonderful moments.
MERRY CHRISTMAS!
Perly Viasmensky is the General
Manager of the Las Vegas Tribune.
She writes a weekly column in this
newspaper. To contact Perly Viasmensky, email her at pviasmensky@
lasvegas tribune.com.

Viasmensky
a commerce tax form with the state,
even if the business owes no tax.
For many, compliance costs exceed
the taxes owed. That is a hidden tax
on the state economy and retards
job growth.
Lawmakers should think about
the burden on taxpayers as well as
the beneficiaries of their customar-

ily spendthrift ways.
*****
Thomas Mitchell is a former
newspaper editor who now writes
conservative/libertarian columns
for weekly papers in Nevada.
You may email Mitchell at thomasmnv@yahoo.com. He blogs at
http://4thst8.wordpress.com/.
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Did Michael Flynn lie? Or
did the FBI act improperly?
By Alan Dershowitz
The Hill opinion contributor
The media is asking the wrong
question about the Michael Flynn
case. They are asking whether
Flynn lied or the FBI acted improperly, as if the answers to those two
questions are mutually exclusive.
The possibility that both are true,
in that Flynn did not tell the truth
and that the FBI acted improperly,
is not considered in our hyper
partisan world where everyone,
including the media, chooses a side
and refuses to consider the chance
that their side is not perfectly right
and the other side not perfectly evil.
The first casualty of hyper partisanship is nuance. So when nuance
is condemned as being insufficiently partisan, truth quickly becomes
the next casualty. Flynn, during
his brief time as national security
adviser to President Trump, told
FBI agents untruths that are contradicted by hard evidence. Why
he did that remains a mystery
because, with his vast experience
in intelligence gathering, he must
have known that the FBI had hard
evidence of the conversations he
denied having with a Russian diplomat. Be that as it may, this reality
does not automatically exclude
the possibility that the FBI acted
improperly in eliciting untruths
from him.
The FBI knew the truth. They
had recordings of the conversations.
Then why did they ask him whether
he had those conversations? Obviously, not to learn whether he had
them but, rather, to give him the
opportunity to lie to federal agents
so that they could squeeze him
to provide damaging information
against President Trump. If you do
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not believe me, read what Judge
T.S. Ellis III, who presided over
the Paul Manafort trial, said to the
prosecutors: “You do not really care
about Mr. Manafort’s bank fraud.
What you really care about is what
information Mr. Manafort could
give you that would reflect on Mr.
Trump or lead to his prosecution or
impeachment.”
Ellis continued: “This vernacular to ‘sing’ is what prosecutors use.
What you have got to be careful
of is that they may not only sing,
they may compose.” Experienced
criminal lawyers have seen this
phenomenon at work. Most judges, many of whom were former
prosecutors, have also seen it. But
few have the courage to expose it
publicly as Ellis did. Judge Emmet
Sullivan of the District of Columbia
Court also has expressed concern
regarding federal prosecutorial
practices in the investigation.
Defenders of the tactics used
by special counsel Robert Mueller
argue that his potential witnesses
are generally guilty of some crime,

such as lying to FBI agents, and
that may well be true. But they are
targeted not because of what they
may have done. They are targeted
for what they may know about what
the real target may have done. Then
they, and their relatives who may
also be complicit, are threatened
with imprisonment and bankruptcy
unless they plead guilty and cooperate with prosecutors.
So the real question, which
transcends the Flynn, the Manafort,
and even the Trump investigations,
is whether these tactics should be
deemed acceptable to use in our
justice system. Is it the proper role
of law enforcement to conduct
criminal morality tests to determine
whether citizens will tell the truth
or lie when given the opportunity to
do either by FBI agents? Is it proper
to target individuals for such tests
for the purpose of pressuring them
into becoming witnesses against the
real target?
These are important questions
for all citizens who care about civil
liberties and prosecutorial abuses.

They should not be addressed in
a partisan manner. Instead, they
should be answered by reference
to the “shoe on the other foot” test.
How would liberal Democrats react
if those or similar prosecutorial
tactics were being used against a
president Hillary Clinton? I know
the answer because I have seen
how liberal Democrats reacted
when President Bill Clinton was
being investigated and impeached.
The shoe was, indeed, on the other
foot. Some of the same liberal
Democrats, who today are justifying everything Mueller is doing,
expressed outrage when the special prosecutor in the Clinton case
employed similar tactics. Nor did
all conservative Republicans pass
the “shoe on the other foot” test as
many applauded these tactics when
directed against Democrats.
So back to the question of
whether citizens who care about
civil liberties should favor the tactics used by the FBI against Flynn.
I believe the answer should be no.
The function of law enforcement

is to uncover past crimes, not to
provide citizens the opportunity
to commit new crimes by testing their veracity. There may be
extraordinary situations, such as
prevention of mass casualty terrorism, that justifies the use of highly
questionable tactics but, absent
such extraordinary circumstances,
FBI agents and prosecutors should
not deliberately provide citizens
the opportunity to commit federal
crimes in order to turn them into
government witnesses.
When questioning any suspect,
officials should not ask questions
whose answers they already know,
for the sole purpose of seeing
whether the suspect will lie. If they
do ask such questions, untruthful
answers should not be deemed “material” to the investigation, because
the FBI already knew the truth. The
FBI should not discourage the suspect from having his lawyer present
during the questioning, if a false
answer will subject him to criminal
liability. Even noble ends do not
justify ignoble means, and some
of the means used by the special
counsel have, indeed, been ignoble.
NOTE: This post has been updated from the original to clarify
that, already knowing the truth, the
FBI gave Flynn the opportunity to
lie to a federal agent to squeeze him
for other information.
*****
Alan M. Dershowitz is the Felix Frankfurter Professor of Law,
Emeritus, atHarvard Law School.
He is the author of “Trumped Up:
How Criminalizing Politics is Dangerous to Democracy” and “The
Case Against Impeaching Trump.”
He is on Twitter @AlanDersh and
Facebook @AlanMDershowitz.

ers depresses wages for Americans
and legal immigrants, especially
ones at the bottom of the socioeconomic totem pole. The average high
school dropout earns about $800
less each year due to competition
from illegal laborers.
Federal officials could boost
Americans’ wages, and humanely
discourage people from undertaking the dangerous journey across
the southern border, by making it
harder for illegal workers to find
jobs.
Thousands of employers already
use the free, online E-Verify system
to cross-check new employees’

mandatory I-9 forms against other
government records such as driver’s licenses. In as little as five seconds, the system identifies whether
a new hire is authorized to work in
the United States.
E-Verify is effective. A 2008
Arizona law mandating the use of
E-Verify shrank illegal migration
to that state.
Requiring all employers to
use E-Verify would drastically
reduce illegal immigration. Unlike
a multi-billion-dollar wall, the
software is already available, free
of charge.
Lawmakers should also plug
the loopholes in our asylum system. People who sneak across the
border should not be allowed to
retroactively claim asylum after
they’ve been caught. If people have
legitimate asylum applications,
they should file them at official
ports of entry.
Sadly, until these reforms happen, the chaos at the border will
only get worse.
Deena Flinchum is an IT worker
who was employed by the AFL-CIO
for 25 years before retiring. She
is now a community volunteer in
southwest Virginia.

to recoup their initial investment in
a biologic before rival firms flood
the market with copycat products.
Canada and Mexico, however,
enforce less aggressive IP protections. Under the USCMA, however, both countries are required to
protect biologic research data for
a full decade.
The increased protections will
encourage firms to invest in research projects.
The deal also cracks down on
foreign price controls. Currently,
both Canada and Mexico artificially
control the price of drugs.
Price controls erode the incen-

tive to develop new treatments.
When governments cap the price
of medicines, innovators struggle to
recoup development costs. Companies become far less eager to fund
research or bring their drugs to new
regions.
Thanks to the United States’ relatively free market for medicines,
patients could access 192 of the
220 new drugs launched globally
from 2011-2017. Canadian patients,
meanwhile, had access to only 106
of those medicines due to their
government’s price controls.
The USMCA encourages Mexico and Canada to value new medicines fairly, thereby fueling medical
progress.
Breakthrough drugs have added years to the lives of American
patients. With the USMCA, America’s leaders have given our drug
industry precisely what it needs to
continue innovating.
*****
Peter J. Pitts, a former Food
and Drug Administration associate
commissioner, is president of the
Center for Medicine in the Public
Interest.

End the chaos at the border
By Deena Flinchum
A caravan of more than 7,000
migrants from Honduras, Guatemala, and El Salvador is barreling
north towards the southern border
of the United States. Their end
goal? Eventual “asylum” status
within our borders.
This surge in unfettered immigration is the new normal. The
number of families arrested for
unlawfully crossing the southern
border spiked nearly 40 percent
between July and August.
The chaos at the border will continue unless Congress reforms our
warped asylum and employment
laws, which entice people to illegally journey to the United States.
Nearly all recent deportees came
to the United States in pursuit of
work, according to the Pew Research Center. It’s relatively easy
for illegal immigrants to find jobs.
Five percent of the workforce is
here illegally.
Employers are happy to take
advantage of immigrants’ cheap
labor. Three in four illegal immigrants have worked without
compensation.
The federal government has
done little to deter illegal hiring. It
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doesn’t require companies to thoroughly vet the legal status of their
workers. And it rarely prosecutes
employers who knowingly hire
illegal workers.
Easily abused asylum policies
further incentivize people to come
here illegally. Before 2009, only
people claiming persecution based
on their race, religion, nationality,
political affiliation, or membership
in a particular social group could
receive asylum. But early in the
Obama administration, the government began granting asylum to

people who claimed to be victims of
domestic abuse and gang violence.
Suddenly, asylum became a
golden ticket to a better life in the
United States. The number of asylum seekers has skyrocketed almost
1,700 percent in the past decade.
Last year, more than 141,000 immigrants sought asylum.
Most of these asylum claims
aren’t credible. Eighty percent are
ultimately denied by U.S. immigration courts. But by claiming
asylum, immigrants can stay in the
country for years while their cases
are adjudicated.
Competition from illegal work-

How America’s new trade deal will save lives
By Peter J. Pitts
The White House recently finalized the United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement, a major
trade deal that will replace NAFTA.
This pact is great news for patients. It strengthens the economic
incentives for American drug
companies to develop new cures.
Congress can strike a blow against
cancer, Alzheimer’s, and other
deadly diseases by approving the
deal.
America’s biopharmaceutical
industry has already saved countless lives. Breakthroughs in cancer
treatments have helped drive down
death rates from the disease by 26
percent since the 1990s. Advances
in anti-retroviral therapies have
transformed HIV/AIDS from a
death sentence into a manageable
health condition.
Within the last decade, drug
companies have pioneered the first
therapeutic vaccine for cancer and
treatments for hepatitis C that cure
more than 90 percent of patients.
Despite these successes, continued medical research is needed.
Half of all American adults battle
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a chronic disease. And 25 percent
of the adult population has at least
two chronic conditions.
Thanks to the USMCA, the
prospects for future medical discovery look much brighter. The
new deal enhances intellectual
property protections for biologic
drugs, which are sophisticated medicines made from living organisms.
They are among the most effective
treatments ever devised for conditions like cancer and rheumatoid

arthritis.
Creating a new cure is expensive
and risky. Bringing one new drug
to market costs $2.6 billion and
takes around a decade, on average.
Of those drugs that actually reach
patients, only one in five earn back
their development costs.
IP protections help make these
financial risks worthwhile for investors. Here in the United States,
drug companies that create new
biologics enjoy a 12-year window
during which their research data is
protected from use by competing
firms. This “data exclusivity” period gives drug companies a chance
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What you don’t know about
Medicare for all can hurt you
By Sally C. Pipes
In November, Democrats took
the House of Representatives. But
many of the party’s most progressive candidates outside deep-blue
coastal enclaves fell short at the
polls.
Voters in Nebraska, Wisconsin,
Pennsylvania, Kansas, Florida,
and Maryland all rejected Democratic candidates who campaigned
on Medicare for All. And thank
goodness.
The idea polled well before the
election — a Reuters/Ipsos poll
pegged public support at 70 percent. But once people learn it would
outlaw private insurance, require
trillions of dollars in new taxes,
reduce access to care, exacerbate
our nation’s doctor shortage, and
effectively allow the government to
take over one-sixth of the economy,
support dwindles.
Democrats hoping their stay in
Congress lasts beyond 2020 should
take note — and temper their enthusiasm for Medicare for All.
The Medicare for All Act of
2017, introduced by Sen. Bernie
Sanders and co-sponsored by 16
of his Democratic colleagues last
year, is explicit about what it would
do. It would force virtually every
American — those with employer-sponsored coverage, those who
buy insurance on the individual
market, those without insurance,
those covered by Medicaid, even
those in the existing version of
Medicare — into a single government-run health plan.
But many don’t realize that.
Roughly half mistakenly believe
they’d be able to keep their current health plans under Medicare
for All.
Sen. Sanders and his colleagues
promise that their plan, which
they’ll no doubt reintroduce on day
one of the next Congress, would
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cover everything from hospital
stays to primary care, prescription
drugs, and dental work, with no
co-pays or deductibles. That would
make it even more generous than
the current version of Medicare.
That kind of generosity with
other people’s money would require
gargantuan tax hikes. Medicare for
All would increase federal spending
by $32.6 trillion in its first ten years,
according to an analysis conducted
by Charles Blahous of the Mercatus Center. Even doubling both
corporate and individual income
tax revenue would be insufficient
to foot the bill.
That’s assuming healthcare
providers swallow the payment
cuts Medicare for All has in mind
for them. The Sanders plan would
reimburse doctors and hospitals at
Medicare rates that are about 40
percent below what they receive
from private insurers. Some providers are certain to respond by
closing their doors, working fewer
hours, or leaving the medical field
altogether. That will be a problem
for our nation’s healthcare system,
which already faces a shortage of
up to 121,000 doctors by 2030,
according to the American Associ-

ation of Medical Colleges.
Yet only three-quarters of voters
believe their taxes will rise to fund
Medicare for All. The other 25 percent must not be paying attention.
More than six in 10 voters believe they’ll be able to access the
care they need under Medicare for
All. Wrong again. When governments foot the bill, they ration care
to control spending.
Just look at Canada. Last year,
patients who received referrals
from general practitioners waited
a median of 21.2 weeks before
receiving care from specialists, according to a report from the Fraser
Institute, a Canadian think tank.
And a recent report from the Fraser
Institute found that among 28 countries with universal healthcare systems, Canada spent the fourth most
as a percent of its GDP but was 26th

for its supply of physicians. Among
ten countries, it was ranked last for
speedy access to care. They pay
dearly for the privilege of waiting.
The average Canadian family of
four paid almost $13,000 in taxes
just for public health care.
These long waits can be deadly.
In a 2014 report, Fraser Institute
researchers analyzed two decades
of mortality rates and wait times
from 10 Canadian provinces. They
found that long waits contributed
to the premature deaths of 44,000
women from 1993 to 2009.
British patients fare no better in
their 70-year old government-run
National Health Service. Forty
percent of the core services at
acute hospitals — which provide
short-term treatment — require
improvement, according to a new
report from the Care Quality Com-

mission, an independent body that
reviews NHS performance.
Things won’t get any better this
year. Hospital administrators warn
that much of the funding originally
set aside for this coming winter was
spent over the summer, according to
a report in The Independent.
Progressives may be tempted to
read their victory as a victory for
single-payer. But that would be a
mistake. Voters in no less than six
states made clear that they have
little appetite for a government
takeover of the healthcare system.
*****
Sally C. Pipes is president, CEO,
and Thomas W. Smith Fellow in
Health Care Policy at the Pacific
Research Institute. Her latest book
is The False Promise of Single-Payer Health Care (Encounter). Follow
her on Twitter @sallypipes.

What was Comey’s justification?
Because he could. He refers to the
“process” of other administrations.
That process, however, was still in
place and did not change. Moreover, he noted that he thought he
could get away with it because this
was “early” in the administration.
That is not principle. It is opportunism. He was supposed to work
through the Justice Department and
not simply follow the rules only if
he might be caught breaking them.
Former Acting Attorney General
Sally Yates is cited in some recently
released FBI material as being irate
over his decision.
There is a reason for the policy of conferring with counsel. It
protects not just the individual but
the institution. It prevents rogue
or impulsive actions and maintains a clear chain of command
within the Justice Department. It
is part of the internal rules in how
the components of the executive
branch function and communicate
with each other to preserve both
independence and proper review.
It is part of the very delicate relationship that Comey accused Trump
of violating. There was nothing
noble in Comey seeking to reduce
the chance that Flynn might have
legal counsel. Those same liberals applauding him wildly would
presumably be appalled if a police
detective proudly described how
he prevented a criminal suspect
from speaking to a lawyer simply

because he could.
Flynn ultimately bears responsibility for any false statements.
As special counsel Robert Mueller
noted in a court filing, he should
have known better, and we should
not forget that Flynn ultimately
pleaded guilty to lying. However,
that does not mean the circumstances or the conduct of FBI officials
are irrelevant. The agents, including
Andrew McCabe and Peter Strzok,
who were both later fired by the FBI
for their actions in this investigation, admitted that they discussed
warning Flynn about criminal
liability for false statements. They
warned other witnesses, like former Trump campaign aide George
Papadopoulos. Yet, they not only
omitted that warning with Flynn
but did not raise a conflict in his
denying that sanctions were discussed with Russian diplomats.
They also encouraged Flynn not
to bring a lawyer or to inform the
White House counsel. Instead, they
arranged a meeting just hours after
a telephone call with McCabe.
Ultimately, the agents recounted that they did not believe Flynn
deliberately lied at the time. Moreover, Flynn told McCabe that he
assumed McCabe had read the full
transcript of his conversation with
the Russian ambassador, an apparent reference to his knowledge
that Russian embassy phones were
tapped. The comment further raises
the question of why Flynn would
lie about discussing sanctions if
he recalled the discussion and
knew of the wiretap. Yet, Comey
seemed to delight the audience by
taking credit for keeping Flynn in
the dark about the FBI interview.
When Wallace asked what Flynn
thought the FBI agents wanted,
Comey replied, “I don’t think he
knew. I know we didn’t tell him.”
Actually, Comey didn’t tell anyone.
Not the White House counsel, not
the acting attorney general, not the
Justice Department. He “just sent a
couple of guys over” to the White
House because he could “get away
with it.”
Jonathan Turley is the Shapiro
Professor of Public Interest Law
at George Washington University.
You can follow him on Twitter @
JonathanTurley.

No glory in James Comey getting
away with his abuse of FBI power

By Jonathan Turley
The Hill opinion contributor
“I probably wouldn’t have …
gotten away with it.” Those words
this week from former FBI Director
James Comey could well be chiseled in marble as his epitaph. He
was explaining another violation
of bureau policy during his tenure
days after meeting behind closed
doors with House members.
What was shocking was not
that Comey violated protocols or
policies again but the reaction of
the audience to his admission. In
describing how he set up a critical meeting with Michael Flynn,
former national security adviser to
President Trump, the audience was
audibly thrilled by his cleverness in
keeping Flynn unrepresented by legal counsel and unaware of the true
nature of the meeting. Scheduled
to testify to House members again
next week, Comey may find a less
rapturous reception in Congress.
In his interview in New York
City, Nicole Wallace asked him,
“It’s hard to imagine two FBI
agents ending up in the State Room.
How did that happen?” The audience erupted when Comey said dryly, “I sent them. Something we’ve,
I probably wouldn’t have done or
maybe gotten away with in a more
organized investigation, a more
organized administration. In the
George W. Bush administration …
or the Obama administration, two
men that all of us, perhaps, have
increased appreciation for over
the last two years. In both of those
administrations there was process.”
He revealed, “So if the FBI wanted
to send agents into the White House
itself to interview a senior official,
you would work through the White
House counsel and there would be
discussions and approvals and it
would be there. I thought, ‘It’s early
enough, let’s just send a couple of
guys over.’”
Just send a couple of guys over.
One line could not more aptly capture Comey and his own professed
view of “ethical leadership.” The
interview confirmed what some of
us have written about Comey for
more than two years. The media
consistently reinforced his image as
a rules driven and principled public
servant, often referring to him as
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an almost naive Eagle Scout. The
Washington Post even ran the headline, “Boy Scout James Comey is
no match for Donald Trump.” Yet,
the history of Comey shows both
an overriding interest in his own
actions as well as a willingness to
violate rules to achieve that interest.
But his comments, including a call
to the public to defeat Trump in
a “landslide” in the next election,
have stripped away any remaining
pretense. The fact is, there often
was more pretense than principle
in his final years as director.
Consider his conduct during the
2016 presidential election, leading
up to his controversial press conference and public announcements,
which were widely condemned by
both Republicans and Democrats.
As here, Comey failed to inform the
Justice Department or the attorney
general of his intended action. In
doing so, he was far outside the
clear policies and protocols. Indeed,
the first public act of Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein was to
issue a memo excoriating Comey
for his “serious mistakes” and citing former federal judges, attorneys
general, and leading prosecutors
who believed that Comey “violated
longstanding Justice Department
policies and tradition” along with
“his obligation to ‘preserve, protect
and defend’ the traditions of the department and the FBI.” Rosenstein
further added that Comey “refused
to admit his errors.”
Then there was Comey’s response to being fired. He removed
memos on his meetings with President Trump related to the Russia

investigation, then leaked those to
the media. The Justice Department
rejected Comey’s claims that these
were his memos, not FBI material.
Some of the material was classified. He violated core FBI rules in
removing the memos, and the man
tasked to find leakers became a
leaker as soon as it suited his own
interests. He also undermined the
investigation by revealing to Trump
and others that the memos existed,
information that investigators likely
preferred to remain secret before
they conducted key interviews.
Then Comey published a book, a
sharp departure from prior directors,
that discussed the ongoing Russia
investigation. He did not pause
before rushing it to the shelves, revealing details of the investigation
and various meetings while making
a fortune for himself. Now Comey
has again admitted to violating rules
and protocols, by setting up Flynn.
Ironically, Comey criticized Trump
for breaking protocols in meeting
with him alone and asking about an
ongoing investigation. He was right
in that criticism because there is a
formal process for communications
between the FBI and the White
House. Yet, the same protocols go
the other way. If the FBI seeks to
interview White House officials in
an investigation, they go through
the Justice Department, which
communicates with White House
counsel to arrange the interview. He
evaded both in ordering the move.
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Pass the FIRST STEP Act to give second
chances at the American Dream
By Greg Sizemore
The Hill opinion contributor
Our nation is at its best when
all Americans are able to get an
education, pursue their dreams, and
build rewarding careers. Currently,
the U.S. Senate is set to vote on a
bill that will improve the possibility for incarcerated individuals
to realize these American ideals
by expanding job skills education
programs within federal prisons.
Named the FIRST STEP Act, this
legislation empowers those committed to reforming their lives with
opportunities to learn the hard and
soft skills to land jobs and thrive
when re-entering society.
The goal of this legislation is
simple yet noble: reform our nation’s federal prison system and
reduce recidivism rates. A rare
bipartisan compromise, the FIRST
STEP Act is supported by liberal
Democrats and conservative Republicans alike, including President
Donald J. Trump and senior advisor
to the president Jared Kushner, who
aim to pass the legislation before
the end of 2018.
Reducing America’s prison
population is good for everyone.
It allows America to stay true to
the idea that we believe in second
chances, reduces burdens on taxpayers and offers opportunities
for incarcerated individuals to
successfully reenter society. The
FIRST STEP Act was carefully
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crafted to ensure justice is served
while reforming sentencing and
increasing the number of vocational
and rehabilitation programs for eligible inmates, which can decrease
recidivism rates.
The legislation would require
the U.S. Federal Bureau of Prisons
to provide assessments as inmates’
sentences begin to determine what
type of support individuals would
need to help prevent recidivism,
such as drug and alcohol counseling, education and skills development. Under this legislation,
inmates could also earn credits for
continued commitment and participation in education programs,
which could be used to moderately
reduce sentences. This incentive
would allow individuals to focus

on their future by mastering a craft
that would help lead to gainful employment upon their release.
The FIRST STEP Act also allows prisons to improve rehabilitation efforts by establishing
partnerships with organizations
like Associated Builders and Contractors, a national construction
trade association that operates
educational and apprenticeship
programs across the United States,
or other education institutions,
nonprofits, private businesses and
faith-based groups that can deliver
skills education, certifications or
donate equipment. These partnerships benefit everyone — not only
are inmates receiving the most upto-date skills but the connections
they make with organizations can
lead to employment upon release.
The legislation also outlines the
benefits of industry-recognized
education programs, which teach
market-driven skills and allows individuals to earn portable and stackable credentials upon completion.
There are many technical education courses across the United
States that can be replicated within
the federal prison system, like
Project JumpStart, a 14-week
pre-apprenticeship program in Baltimore. A partnership between ABC
Baltimore and the Job Opportunities Task Force, Project JumpStart
provides intensive classroom and
hands-on training to low-income
Baltimore City residents — includ-

ing many who have been formerly
incarcerated.
The program, which uses industry-recognized curricula to teach
carpentry, electrical and plumbing
skills, works with more than 150
area companies to place JumpStart
graduates in jobs and set them on
a career path beyond an entry-level
position. Since 2006, Project JumpStart has graduated more than 800
people and has an 80 percent job
placement rate.
Given the workforce shortage
impacting industries across the
United States, the FIRST STEP
Act is especially welcome. ABC
estimates there are 500,000 construction jobs ready to be filled
right now, and that number will
increase with economic growth and
forthcoming federal infrastructure
legislation. The shortage has been
made worse by the disproportionate
emphasis our nation has placed on
a college education for recent gen-

erations, compared to the fulfilling
and lucrative career opportunities
a technical education can provide.
The skills gap extends throughout
the construction industry, which
has made it even more important
that we not only recruit the next
generation of construction workers
but educate and retain our current
workforce.
Passage of the FIRST STEP Act
would aid the partnerships between
the U.S. Bureau of Prisons and
programs like Project JumpStart,
which can be duplicated across
the country. It is also a critical first
step to reforming the United States’
criminal justice system and allow
returning citizens to have the opportunity to build their careers and
achieve the American dream.
Greg Sizemore is vice president
of health, safety, environment and
workforce development at the Associated Builders and Contractors
in Washington, D.C.

By Sandip Shah
Premature deaths from diseases
like lung cancer, diabetes, and
non-Hodgkin lymphoma have declined over the last quarter century.
The reason? Advances in medicine. Unfortunately, policymakers
in Washington seem keen on undermining the incentives needed to
develop breakthrough medicines.
Perhaps the most remarkable
gains can be found among cancer
patients. Age-adjusted death rates
from lung cancer dropped 24 percent between 1990 and 2016. For
colon cancer, the decrease is nearly
30 percent. And for breast cancer,
more than 32 percent.
Early detection has played a major role, but advances in treatment
are mostly to thank. They account
for 73 percent of the recent rise in
cancer survival rates. Since 2006,
the Food and Drug Administration

SANDIP SHAH
has approved more than 110 new
oncology drugs.
Or look at ischemic heart disease. The condition is still the
leading cause of premature death
among Americans. But the number

of “years of life lost” from this
condition declined by more than
50 percent between 1990 and 2016.
A class of drugs known as statins
reduced the risk of death from coronary heart disease in men by 28
percent over two decades.
Many statins are now available
generically, and will provide cardiovascular disease treatment for
generations to come.
Despite these hopeful trends, the
challenges posed by chronic illness
remain daunting. Ischemic heart
disease, lung cancer, and colon
cancer are still among the top five
causes of early death in the United
States.
Overcoming these health crises
will require a new generation of
innovative treatments.
There are more than 200 new
medicines for heart disease and
stroke currently under development. The pipeline for cancer

treatments includes more than 800
potential drugs.
Unfortunately, there is no guarantee that the next medical breakthrough is just around the corner.
That’s why policies that deter
research are so dangerous.
Some have started calling for the
government to regulate prices. But
without the ability to set their own
prices, researchers might decide
that the financial risks involved
in developing new medicines are
too high.
It takes $2.6 billion and around
10 years to create just one commercially available drug. What makes
this massive upfront cost acceptable to drug firms and investors
is the expectation that, should a
medicine become successful, they
can recoup some of this investment.
If the government is put in
charge of pricing drugs, investing in
pharmaceutical research would be-

come even riskier. Investors would
flee to safer industries. Funding for
much-needed medical advances
would dry up.
In other words, the next medical
breakthrough could be obstructed
by short-sighted political rationale.
This would deprive millions of people access to life-saving therapies
for decades to come.
America has made encouraging progress in battling the most
serious public-health threats of the
last few decades. It owes much of
those gains to new treatments that
were unimaginable just a few years
ago. Now is no time to undermine
the source of that innovation with
misguided government policies.
Sandip Shah is the founder
and president of Market Access
Solutions, a global market access
consultancy, where he develops
strategies to optimize patient access
to life-changing therapies.

(Continued from Page 14)
for the military to build sections of
a border wall. But Army Lt. Col.
Jamie Davis added that the military
may have the power to fund “barrier
projects” in national emergencies
or to counter the drug trade. Could
Trump declare his wall project a
national emergency?
It All Comes Down
To Money!
Pence, a former House member,
sat silently as Trump and the two
Democrats bickered. He later called
the meeting a “good discussion.”
Asked to describe the atmosphere
in the private meeting that followed
the public quarrel, Pence said,
“Candid.” Pelosi and Schumer
have urged Trump to support a
measure that includes a half-dozen
government funding bills largely
agreed upon by lawmakers, along
with a separate measure that would
fund the Department of Homeland

Security at current levels through
Sept. 30, the end of the fiscal year.
The homeland bill includes about
$1.3 billion for fencing and other
security measures at the border.
If Trump rejects that, Democrats
are urging a continuing resolution
that would fund all the remaining
appropriations bills at current levels through Sept. 30. “We gave the
president two options that would
keep the government open,” Pelosi
and Schumer said in a statement
after the meeting. “It’s his choice to
accept one of those options or shut
the government down.”
Pelosi, who is seeking to become
House speaker when the new Congress convenes in January, said she
and many other Democrats consider
the wall “immoral, ineffective and
expensive.” She noted that Trump
promised during the 2016 campaign
that Mexico would pay for the wall,
an idea Mexico has repeatedly

rejected. In fact, Trump declared
during the presidential campaign
two years ago, “That wall will go up
so fast your head will spin.”
Pelosi’s willingness to stand
up to Trump won praise from
Democrats. Rep. Eric Swalwell of
California told CNN that she “may
have sealed her speakership by going toe-to-toe with the president.”
Despite the rancor, Senate Majority
Leader Mitch McConnell said he
hadn’t given up hope that a shutdown can be averted. The Kentucky
Republican said “magic” sometimes happens in Congress ahead
of Christmas, when lawmakers are
eager to leave Washington. “I’d
like to see a smooth ending here,”
McConnell said at the Capitol.
This Too Shall Pass
Eventually, things will get
worked out. As much as I like to
complain and it’s been said I do often, I am not complaining, just voic-

ing my opinion. If others disagree
that’s their problem, not mine!
There will not be violent upheaval
(except for people throwing up after
eating and drinking too much at
Christmas parties). There will be no
shooting of political opponents. (I
know Burr shot Hamilton, but that
was a long time ago!) It’s called
democracy.
Thomas Jefferson said, “a little
rebellion now and then is a good
thing.” He wasn’t calling for a violent revolution. He was expressing
the idea that “liberties are ensured
by the spirit of resistance.” I am in
favor of a little conflict. I’ve railed
against political correctness for
years. One of my favorite quotes
is by Sims Luckett. “This country
was neither founded nor freed by
the well-behaved.” You would think
that I would love Trump, because he
is certainly not well-behaved. I love
that he is giving all those comedians

fodder for their acts.
We all know that he doesn’t
like the media and “one-sided
coverage” (unless it is Fox news).
But apparently, he has been taking
aim at Saturday Night Live (SNL)
where he has been regularly skewered. He believes that SNL is nothing less than unfair news coverage
and democratic commercials and
“should be tested in the courts.”
Really? SNL has been lambasting
every president from its inception.
Put on your big boy pants, Donald!
You may need them to climb over
that wall.
*****
For more information regarding
Nevada laws, or if you feel your
rights have been violated, please
call Mace Yampolsky & Associates.
Call or text us at (702) 385-9777.
We are available 24/7 for emergencies. If you need help, CALL NOW
before it is too late. We can help!

Americans are beating back death one discovery at a time

Mace

Maramis

(Continued from Page 12)
neighbor just because they happen to be the
same color as those who hurt their neighbor.
2. End use of violence as a way to
achieve equality and justice. Please help
those who believe that the way to ensure getting justice is to lash out — especially when
such uncontrolled actions end up hurting their
own innocent neighbors and community —
to see that violence and vandalism only hurt
themselves and does nothing to achieve their
goals. Help them to understand that violence
on top of violence only contributes more
violence to the world, and to their own community in particular. Help every leader and
“man on the street” to look to the non-violent
leaders of the past, such as Martin Luther
King Jr., for a way to proceed in their quest
for equality and justice. Help them all to think
before they act, and to act together in peace to
achieve their ends. Help them to see that their
way of responding, of “making a statement,”
ends up CAUSING so much harm, financial
damage, and suffering to those who not only
were not in any way involved in hurting
anyone in their community, but who now are
out of business, thanks to all that mindless

madness and expression of anger.
3. End overuse of police force. We are all
thankful that we have a police force for those
times we really need them. We are thankful
that so many men and women care enough
to go into that field to serve and protect. But
please, Santa, just find a way to make them
see that there are other ways of stopping petty, small-time criminals, and those who just
happen to be choosing a scofflaw behavior,
without endangering or ending their lives.
Please, pretty please, Santa, let all those in
law enforcement learn from the tragedies of
recent times and times past and finally learn
other ways to approach their job without
causing untold suffering to the society in
which they live and work. Please help all
law enforcement personnel everywhere in
this country to show their communities that
while they are intent on stopping crime, they
also value all life.
4. Help to end all those automatic
judgments that people inflict upon each
other. Please, Santa, can you fill everyone’s
stocking with all the kindness, patience, understanding, and love they can hold? Give
them the tools they need to see the best in

each other and to employ The Golden Rule
before employing any other tactic or before
simply harboring thoughts that are harmful
and may not even be true.
5. Help to inspire true brotherhood
among all of God’s children. As you go
about doing good deeds, Santa, and bringing
joy into the lives of all people, especially
children, may you not forget that your job
does not just begin on Christmas Eve and
end on Christmas Day. The gifts you give and
the outcomes you influence for the good of
others are needed all year long, but especially
today (always today) more than ever before,
and they’re needed to be long-lasting. Please
look around at the pain and suffering caused
by man’s hate, anger and misunderstanding
these days and sprinkle some of your magic
fairy dust on every man and woman enslaved
by prejudice, resentment and distrust — and
be sure to save some of that fairy dust for their
children, who might be learning all the wrong
lessons from their misguided moms and dads.
I know; you expected me to be even more
specific, and ask for things that other people
might ask for, things like world peace; or to
bless all the politicians to encourage them to

come to more agreement this year on things
that are best for this country. Or even maybe
general good will to share with everyone on
your list. There still seems to be a shortage
of all that good will toward men that this
season is supposed to be all about. But I’ll
stick with the above, knowing there are
plenty of others who will ask for and pray
for world peace, maybe even causing there
to be some small progress in that direction
this year. But I’ll keep my requests more
local, which hopefully will be more noticeable as the year comes to an end and 2019
makes its appearance.
That should do it for this year, Santa. I
know I’ve asked for the moon, but you’ve
been known to accomplish miracles before...
and you know I still believe in miracles.
Oh, just one more little thing, Santa: have
yourself a merry little Christmas. You’re
the best!
*****
Maramis Choufani is the Managing
Editor of the Las Vegas Tribune. She writes
a weekly column in this newspaper. To
contact Maramis, email her at maramis@
lasvegastribune.com.
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The audience
gets more during
Dave Halston’s
tribute to Sinatra

Dave Halston’s enchanting Tribute to Frank Sinatra
By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by Sandy Zimmerman
during the show
I was invited to review Dave Halston’s
Tribute to Sinatra at the Space and enjoyed
every minute of the show!
You’ll hear more of Frank Sinatra’s
songs as Dave Halston sets the mood for
an enchanted evening with Sinatra. Dave
packs so much into his show, its two hours
of Sinatra’s hits from the ’50s and ’60s, including Cole Porter’s “Night and Day” and
“I’ve Got You under My Skin,” as well as
“For Once in my Life,” “That’s Life,” “I Get
a Kick out of you,” “Luck be a Lady,” “Fly
Me to the Moon,” “Witchcraft,” “Somebody
Else,” and yes, even more! As a finale, Dave
Halston chose Paul Anka’s “My way” worth
waiting for.
Dave Halston moved smoothly from
one Sinatra super-hit to another with the
reverence and sincere dedication of a man
who appreciated Sinatra’s enormous talent.
Dave’s perfect song choices created a song
book of many of the Best of Sinatra! These
are the memorable songs that you have loved
throughout the years, and even brings back
those songs that you may have forgotten.
I enjoyed Dave’s comments about the
songs, providing details meant so much
bringing them to life relieving another time.

More songs and more show pairs well for the
two hours seemingly flying away.
Special Guest:
Mike Wally Walter As Don Rickles
This evening Dave included Don Rickles,
one of my favorite comedians by impressionist Mike Wally Walter a close look-alike for
the comedian.
I saw Don when he first began his career
in Miami Beach, Florida and then in Las

Guest Mike Wally Walter as Don Rickles in one of Rickles’ famous shticks.

Vegas’ lounges. He had an entirely new
approach to comedy, insulting the audience
became a winning strategy just don’t sit in
the first two rows!
Mike suddenly became Don Rickles as
he opened his act with Don‘s famous song
and later added another notable funny piece
of the original shtick- Japanese hari-kari on
the island with two members of the audience!
For additional information, visit the web-

site: https://www.mikewallywalter.com/info.
Groups
Dave Halston’s Tribute to Sinatra really
stands out and he also offers your choice of all
different combinations for his show- Sinatra
with Sammy Davis, Jr., or Sinatra with Dean
Martin, Sinatra and Don Rickles, and the
famous comical “Rat Pack” a fun laugh-aminute mixed with music show.
For more information, visit the website:
http://www.ilovesinatra.com/.
As Dave’s website says, “Nothing says
Vegas casino party like Frank, Dean, and
Sammy crooning to your guests. It’s a black
tie affair and these Vegas staples are here to
please. Bring the best of the Rat Pack to your
event with these great tributes. So whether
you are gazing dreamily into Frank’s Ol’
blue eyes or listening to Martin serenading
you with You Belong to Me, just close your
eyes and imagine yourself back in Vegas circa
1960. So grab a cocktail and a cigar (if that’s
your style) and enjoy the show!”
Award-winning Talk Show Host/Columnist
Sandy Zimmerman has produced television
programs for 20 years, syndicated Show
and Dining Reviewer, Travel/ Luxury writer,
Health, Photographer/ Videographer, Editor,
Director, and Talk Show Host of Sandy Zimmerman’s Las Vegas TV Show and Discover
the Ultimate Vacation travel specials. Email
Sandy at: sandyzimm2003@yahoo.com .
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The 16th Annual
F.I.O.R.E. Christmas Party
By The Las Vegas Roving
(thru the Snow on a one-horseopen sleigh) Reporter
Photos by David “Bananas”
(and chestnuts roasting on an
open fire) Williams and Lorraine
(Sugar Plum Fairy) Sardelli
Flash Photography courtesy of
Rudolph, the Red Nose Reindeer
’Twas 12 days before Christmas and all thru Las Vegas, no
one was dreaming of a Mid-Day
Christmas Party, not a Pit Boss,
a dealer or even a mouse. But,
keeping up with tradition and
irreverence, the avant-garde Non
Club Club F.I.O.R.E. (Fun Italians
Organizing Ridiculous Events) was
already ahead of all other seasonal
festivities.
For those attending a F.I.O.R.E.
event for the first time it was, at
the very least, a culture shock, if
not baptism by fire. (These people
take fun and ridiculous events seriously.) Guests were invited to an
Ugly Sweater Christmas Party but,
I am sure, not prepared to see Hula
Skirts, Dreidel shirts, yarmulkes
and even Stars of David, but that
was what they encountered. The
initial shock was short lived and
lost within the smiles, laughter, live
music, camaraderie and the love
that filled every corner of the Main

Room of the Italian American Club,
decorated to the hilt for the season’s
festivities.
Ambassador Nancy Hawthorne,
walked uphill through the snow,
both ways, at 8:37 a.m., to volunteer her time to deck the halls of
the Italian American Club’ stage.
(Rumor has it that Nancy may have
slept in the parking lot to be sure
everything was done just right.)
Silver and gold decorations adorned
the stage where the Grammy Award
winning, Gary Anderson Trio, made
the jingle bells rock. Gary, along
with Joe Darro and Jimmy Racey,
became a quartet with the talent of
Dr. George Ritter, as he joined the
reindeer games.
A crowd of almost 9 scores and
7 dashed through the snow to be
part of this 16 year holiday tradition. As with all F.I.O.R.E. events,
there was delicious Italian food
and incredible entertainment. The
room was graced with a number of
performers and many of the singers
took to the stage. You know Dasher
and Dancer and Prancer and Vixen,
but do you recall, direct from Milano, Italy, Count Klaus Bellavittis,
Patty Ascher, Bobby Mayo Jr.,
George Bugatti, Nelson Sardelli,
Denise Rose, Paul Campanella,
Vinny Adinolfi, and also Rosemary

Nancy Hawthorne pleased with her decoration job.
Clooney, Bing Crosby, Nat King Santa Claus (president Richard Thursday of every month and an
Cole, Burle Ives, Roger Whittaker, Smith) and it was the icing on the RSVP is mandatory for every event.
Conway Twitty, among others were Gingerbread house. What a great F.I.O.R.E will kick off 2019 with
surprise to all.
guest speaker, Frank Leone, on
there in spirit.
To be a part of F.I.O.R.E. and January 10th. If you have any realWhile most F.I.O.R.E. Luncheons have a featured speaker, De- their amazing events, you must be ly cool friends who are F.I.O.R.E.
cember focuses on the merriment. invited and endorsed by an existing members, you might finagle an
However, there was a visit from member. Events are on the second invite.

Santa Claus and the Crupis. (Santa is the one in the middle).

A true Las Vegas Full House.

Larry, the Merry Mad Hatter.

“I saw Pat Cooper kissing Santa Claus.”

Betty Corbo dances with Nelson Sardelli,
and he doesn’t even drink.

Sam Wagmeister and Maxine Gaines.
Oh, he will pay 30 years from now.

Some of the F.I.O.R.E. Fun Seekers.

Neuro-Surgeon Dr. Ramsis Ghaly flies
from Chicago for the FIORE meetings.

A few of the Ugly Sweaters Contestants... Every one was a winner.
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Keep your hands off my “goodies.”

David Adolph and Lorraine Sardelli.

Mariko and David Adolph, Gene and Angela Vitale.

Elf Photographer David Williams sells his camera and joins the fun.

Italians, Brazilians, Hungarians, Lebanese and Americans love Santa.

The Kimples, the Schultz and Al Pacino.

Count Klaus Bellavitis

Lorraine, Nelson, Giovanna and Pietra Sardelli, Betty Corbo, Joey Benshimon surrounding Emily and Pat Cooper.

Kate Zhong, Judy Coco, Lena and Ken Walther,
backup singers for Linda Bateman-Gomez.

Joe and Meegan Boiros

Bobby Mayo Jr. and the F.I.O.R.E. Symphonic.
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The 16th Annual F.I.O.R.E. Christmas Party

Brazil meets Japan. Sandra Czeisler and Mariko Adolph.

George Bugatti sang his favorite
Christmas song.

Denise Rose always proves that great
voices came in small packages.

Next month’s speaker, Frank Leone with Mimi Williams, Judy Tarte and Suzy Saline.

Patty Ascher sang Christmas songs
Brazilian style.

Paul Campanella swung
merrily thru the snow.

Bronx Wanderers star Vinny Adinolfi...
nothing else needs to be said.

The Duke of Fremont Street holds court with Lee Costantino, Samatha Kolari, Vincent Palmieri, Iris Wang and Mike DeCilla.

Maggi, Judge Donald Mosley, Jerry and Linda McCorkle and Annette Sanchez.

Inquisitive Lena Walther, Irene Albrecht, J.T. Miller and Susy Saline.

Johnny Amato stands behind Chi, Sue and Felix (Cousin ITT) Silla.

Frankie Chase, Dianna Stubbs, their guests
and every lady present received chocolate and roses.
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Hildi Viczko, Barbara Zucker, Marta and Eddie DeVries and Marshall Zucker.

Eileen Hayes and Las Vegas show producer, Jeff Kutash.

Leon and Renee’ Patillo and Betty Smith.

Judy Platzer, Klaus Bellavitis and Meg Armstrong.

Judy Coco and Cindy Joseph

Phree Bartley and Tom Collins

Miss Senior Golden Years USA Queen 2018, Terri Rogers with Alice and Tom Saitta.

Karen Christensen, Len Indelicato and Marie Carter.

Bill Burlew, Kaye Wade Hicks and Ken Walther.

Frankie Chase, smile, candy cane and roses.

Lesa and Chuck Knowles

Bart and Arlene Damele and their guest, Kay Sanderson.
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Favorite Bistro brings Frenchkissed fare to The LINQ Promenade
This Week
in Las Vegas
By Mike Kermani

By Mike Kermani
Las Vegas Tribune
A couple enjoys post-show conversation while a party table toasts
pre-club cocktails… here an anniversary, there a bachelorette, dark
suits, denim jeans, cocktail dresses
and throughout the restaurant, a
scene animated with life, laughter,
and food from one City of Lights to
another. Paris is for lovers; Favorite
Bistro in Las Vegas is for everyone.
Introducing French fare with
an American flair, Favorite Bistro
will open its doors and patio at
The LINQ Promenade on the Las
Vegas Strip just in time for the
holidays. The first U.S. location
from pedigreed restaurateurs Thierry Bourdoncle and Ariane de
Senneville of Group Bourdoncle,
Favorite Bistro looks to liberate
the presumed French dining experience from white tablecloths and
replace it with lively ambiance and
cuisine imported from their famed
locations found in France’s favorite
cities. The third-generation bistro
owners and operators are behind
the legendary Parisian cafés Le
Hibou, Cafe Le Dome de Villiers,
Le Café Mabillon and the iconic
Senequier in Saint Tropez on the
French Riviera.
Having created some of the best
cafés and bistros in France, few
know better the secret of success
than Thierry Bourdoncle himself.
“The Parisian café is a place where
one feels comfortable, a locale to
meet old friends and make new
ones, where service is efficient
and stylish, where you can enjoy a
classic breakfast or a trendy dinner
or a snack or a cocktail. We don’t
need to be your favorite French
restaurant; all we want is to be
your favorite restaurant,” said
Bourdoncle.
*****
COUNT DOWN TO 2019
WITH TOP LIVE
ENTERTAINMENT AT BOYD
GAMING PROPERTIES IN
LAS VEGAS VALLEY THIS
NEW YEAR’S EVE
Boyd Gaming properties
throughout southern Nevada are
hosting New Year’s Eve celebrations, featuring top live entertainment on Monday, Dec. 31. Guests
must be 21 years of age or older to
attend the events below.
For a full lineup of entertainment
acts at Boyd Gaming citywide properties, visit: www.boydgaming.
com/headliner-event-calendar.

Aliante Casino + Hotel + Spa
702-692-7777
www.aliantegaming.com
7300 North Aliante Parkway
North Las Vegas, NV 89084
Aliante Showroom
New Year’s Eve
with Rhythm Nation
Formed in San Francisco, Calif.,
Rhythm Nation is bringing their
unique blend of vocal harmonies
and soul rhythm section to Access
Showroom as they welcome the
new year. The seven-piece soul
group includes talented vocalists
and musicians playing the key-

board, guitar, bass and drums, creating their signature, versatile sound.
Rhythm Nation’s performance
will feature top ‘70s disco and ‘60s
Motown hits, as well as smooth
choreographed dancing.
Showtime is 9 p.m. Tickets start
at $30 plus taxes and convenience
fees, and can be purchased by calling Ticketmaster at 800-745-3000;
online at www.aliantegaming.
com; or in-person at Boyd Gaming
box offices located inside Aliante,
Cannery, Eastside Cannery, Gold
Coast, The Orleans, Sam’s Town
and Suncoast.

Cannery Casino Hotel
702-507-5700
www.cannerycasino.com
2121 East Craig Road
North Las Vegas, NV 89030
The Club
New Year’s Eve in The Club with
DSB — Tribute to Journey
Ring in the new year at Cannery’s The Club with live performances by “DSB — Tribute to
Journey.” Formed in 2009, DSB
continues to deliver a nostalgic
concert experience for fans, recreating Journey’s classic hits,
including “Don’t Stop Believin,’”
“Faithfully,” “Any Way You Want
It,” “Open Arms” and “Wheel in
the Sky.” Complete with a band of
world-class musicians, DSB strives
to remain true to Journey’s musical
legacy by capturing the signature
sound of the band and its renowned
lead vocalist Steve Perry.
DSB has been recognized by
public figures Mark Cuban and
Ryan Seacrest as one of the top
Journey tribute bands. The group
has also been featured on AXS TV’s
hit show “The World’s Greatest
Tribute Bands,” and has become a
fixture at the annual “Sounds Like
Summer” concert series at Walt
Disney World’s Epcot. Additionally, DSB’s recent 12,000-mile
U.S. tour was featured on the FOX
television network and Hallmark
Channel’s talk show “Home &
Family.”
Showtime is 8 p.m. Tickets start
at $30 plus taxes and convenience
fees, and can be purchased by calling Ticketmaster at 800-745-3000;
online at www.cannerycasino.
com; or in-person at Boyd Gaming
box offices located inside Aliante,
Cannery, Eastside Cannery, Gold
Coast, The Orleans, Sam’s Town
and Suncoast. Reserved table seating is available for $50 per person
that must be bought in pairs and
includes two drink tickets as well
as party favors. VIP seating is available for $450, accommodating up to
6 guests, and includes one premium
liquor bottle of vodka or whiskey as
well as party favors.

Eastside Cannery Casino
and Hotel

702-856-5300
www.eastsidecannery.com
5255 Boulder Highway
Las Vegas, NV 89122
One Six Sky Lounge
New Year’s Eve with Next
Movement and DJ Dinero
Celebrate New Year’s Eve with
the best view of the Las Vegas Strip
fireworks at One Six Sky Lounge
located at the top of Eastside Cannery with Next Movement. The
R&B vocal group Next Movement
will bring their soulful hits and
smooth dance moves to One Six
Sky Lounge, welcoming the new
year with their best-loved hits,
including “Never Stop Dancing,”
“More Love” and “All I Do.”
The New Year’s Eve event will
also feature performances by DJ
Dinero, spinning hip-hop, reggae,
old school, Top-40 hits and more.
Doors open at 9 p.m. Band starts
at 10 p.m. Tickets start at $75 plus
taxes and convenience fees, and can
be purchased by calling Ticketmaster at 800-745-3000; online at www.
eastsidecannery.com; or in-person
at Boyd Gaming box offices located
inside Aliante, Cannery, Eastside
Cannery, Gold Coast, The Orleans,
Sam’s Town and Suncoast. Premium VIP Luxury seating is available
and includes booths for four or eight
people, one premium liquor bottle
and a bottle of champagne (all
seats must be purchased to reserve
a booth). Reserved table seating
includes a bottle of champagne per
couple with a required minimum
of two tickets purchased. General
admission is standing room only
and includes a champagne toast at
midnight.
The Orleans Hotel and Casino
702-365-7111
www.orleanscasino.com

4500 West Tropicana Avenue
Las Vegas, NV 89103
Mardi Gras Ballroom
Dance Party
New Year’s Eve with “You & I —
Tribute to Rick James”
and DJ Eddy
You & I will pay tribute to classic R&B, soul and funk artist Rick
James, bringing their excellent renditions of the icon’s signature style,
sound and moves. The tribute group
will perform hits like Rick James’
“You and I,” “Super Freak,” “17,”
“Give it to Me Baby” and more.
DJ Eddy will also be spinning
top hits as party guests dance into
the new year.
The party will take place from
10 p.m. to 1 p.m. Tickets are $77
plus taxes and convenience fees,
and can be purchased by calling
Ticketmaster at 800-745-3000;
online at www.orleanscasino.com;
or in-person at Boyd Gaming box
offices located inside Aliante,
Cannery, Eastside Cannery, Gold
Coast, The Orleans, Sam’s Town
and Suncoast.

Sam’s Town Hotel
and Gambling Hall
702-456-7777
www.samstownlv.com
5111 Boulder Highway
Las Vegas, NV 89122
Sam’s Town Live!
New Year’s Eve
with Clint Holmes
Celebrate the New Year with

legendary singer-songwriter and
two-time Grammy Award nominee,
Clint Holmes, as he brings his silky
vocals and smooth dance moves to
the stage at Sam’s Town Live!
As the son of an opera singer
and a jazz musician, Holmes grew
up singing and acting all throughout his childhood, playing in rock
bands in high school and studying
music in college. Even after joining the army, Holmes sang for a
military chorus during his service.
In 1972, Holmes released his
breakthrough hit “Playground in
My Mind,” which reached No. 2 on
Billboard’s Hot 100 chart, selling
more than one million copies.
Throughout his career, Holmes
has been a part of a variety of entertainment experiences. From 1986 to
1988, he served as the announcer
on Fox’s “The Late Show Starring
Joan Rivers.” Holmes was a musical feature and event correspondent
for “Entertainment Tonight,” and
was the host of his own Emmy
Award-winning talk/variety show.
Additionally, Holmes once shared
the stage with the late comedic
legend Don Rickles, where Holmes
learned his jazz comedian riffling
style.
Holmes has become an iconic
Las Vegas entertainer, performing
in venues across southern Nevada,
including the world-class Smith
Center for the Performing Arts.
He has been recognized as the
“Best Kept Secret” by Las Vegas
Life Magazine and won the “Best
Singer,” “Best All-Around Las
Vegas Performer” and “Favorite
Male Las Vegan” by the Las Vegas
Review-Journal.
Showtime is 8:30 p.m. Tickets
start at $35 plus taxes and convenience fees, and can be purchased
by calling Ticketmaster at 800-7453000; online at www.samstownlv.
com; or in-person at Boyd Gaming
box offices located inside Aliante,
Cannery, Eastside Cannery, Gold
Coast, The Orleans, Sam’s Town
and Suncoast.
*****
Mike Kermani is an entertainment writer for the Las Vegas
Tribune newspaper. He writes a
weekly column in this newspaper.
To contact Mike Kermani, email
mkermani@ lasvegas tribune.com
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Mob Museum adds letter written by
Whitey Bulger, other items exhibits

By Jerry Fink
Las Vegas Tribune
The Mob Museum, The National
Museum of Organized Crime and
Law Enforcement, announces the
addition of new artifacts to its
collection.
One of the artifacts, a handwritten letter from convicted Boston
mobster James “Whitey” Bulger,
was written just 37 days before his
murder in a West Virginia prison.
Other new items include weapons confiscated from imprisoned
gang members and a Gambino
crime family hitman, a trumpet that
belonged to a Prohibition-era jazz
trumpeter and two authentic 1920s
flapper dresses.
—James “Whitey” Bulger
Letter: This letter was addressed
to Andrew Campbell of Illinois
and dated Sept. 23, 2018, just five
weeks before Bulger was murdered
in his cell at the Hazelton federal
penitentiary in Bruceton Hills, West
Virginia.
Bulger was a prolific letter-writer while in prison, often replying to
letters asking him questions about
his past and opinions on various
subjects.
Campbell, from whom the Museum acquired the letter, reports
having written 10 to 12 letters
before receiving a reply.
In the letter, Bulger references
his advanced age (he was 89) and
increasingly ill health, and also
notes he preferred robbing banks
because the banks were insured
and the workers were instructed
not to resist.
He wrote, “I robbed 20 banks
with handguns, pump shotguns and
never fired weapon or hurt anyone.”
This letter soon will be on display on the Museum’s first floor.
—Roy DeMeo Machete and
Ice Pick: Roy DeMeo, a hitman
for New York’s Gambino crime
family during the 1970s and early
’80s, owned a large collection of
sharp weapons, including a machete and ice pick now on display
on the second floor. DeMeo and
his crew were linked to more than
100 murders. Many of his victims
were dismembered and buried in a
Brooklyn landfill.
While these weapons were DeMeo’s, the Museum does not have
evidence that they were used in any
murders.
The Museum has a certificate
of authenticity signed by Roy DeMeo’s son, Albert DeMeo.
—Prison-made Weapons:
Guards confiscated these makeshift
weapons from inmates in Los Angeles-area jails and prisons.
Inmates create lethal weapons
using materials found in the facilities, including metal bed frame
parts, mop handles, wire, plastic
spoons and toothbrushes.
This collection of weapons was
collected by Richard Valdemar, a
retired Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department sergeant who specialized in cases involving Hispanic
gangs and the Mexican Mafia.
Valdemar donated them to the
Museum and they are now on display on the second floor.
—Paul Mares Trumpet: Once
owned by Paul Mares, a New
Orleans native who became one
of the top jazz trumpeters of the
Prohibition era, this trumpet is now
on display in The Underground
speakeasy.
Mares gained renown in the early 1920s playing in Mob-controlled
Chicago nightclubs, later forming
the New Orleans Rhythm Kings,
one of the era’s most influential
white jazz bands.

In 1923, his band recorded five
songs with jazz legend Jelly Roll
Morton that are considered the first
interracial jazz recordings. Mares
died in 1949. Conn likely manufactured this Cavalier-brand trumpet
in the early 1930s. The trumpet is
on loan from the New Orleans Jazz
Museum.
—Flapper Dresses: Two Prohibition-era flapper dresses from
the Museum’s textile collection
are always on display in The Underground speakeasy. For the next
six months, two dresses acquired
from collector Karen Brenner will
be on exhibit:
—Velvet Flapper Dress: This
flapper dress is made of velvet,
which became available to the
masses in the 1920s. The blue
chiffon and floral-patterned gold
cut velvet were fashionable textures
and patterns during the Prohibition
era.
—Art Deco Flapper Dress:
This Art Deco-inspired flapper
dress reflects two key elements of
1920s fashion. It uses silver and
white designs to draw one’s eye to
the shoulders and hips, emphasizing
the lithe female body characteristic
of the era. It also embodies the design principles of the machine age
— sleek, mechanical and modern.
For more information, please
call (702) 229-2734 or visit themobmuseum.org.
*****
ETHEL M GETS TANKED
The famed Ethel M Cactus Garden took on a new complexion this
holiday season: the arrival of an
underwater environment amid the
festival lights.
Animal Planet’s hit TV Show,
Tanked®, made a visit to Ethel
M Chocolates Factory this month
where the Las Vegas duo of Wayde
King and Brett Raymer of Acrylic
Tank Manufacturing constructed a
custom holiday-themed aquarium
to go along with Ethel M Chocolates’ 25th Annual Holiday Cactus
Garden Lights display.
The tank will debut in the show’s
holiday episode, A Merry Fishy
Christmas, which aired Dec. 14 on
Animal Planet, and will remain in
the garden until Jan. 6.
The show earned its name by

creating some of the world’s most
opulent fish tanks for celebrity
clients.
The brothers-in-law and business partners behind Acrylic Tank
Manufacturing, wanted to bring
a holiday, cactus-themed tank to
Ethel M’s cactus garden in time for
the garden’s annual holiday light
display which is free to the public.
The tank exhibits fake cacti to
replicate Ethel M Chocolates’ cactus garden, freshwater plants, and
GloFish® to simulate the holiday
lights. Standing seven feet tall, the
six-foot wide tank is filled with 520
gallons of fresh water and weighs in
at close to 6,000 pounds. It is located in the heart of the Cactus Garden
Holiday Light display, which features three acres of cacti decorated
in over a million colorful lights to
celebrate the holiday season.
“Thanks to Animal Planet’s
well-known Las Vegas duo, we
are excited to debut a custom tank
among this year’s holiday lights,”
said Oren Young, General Manager of Ethel M Chocolates. “We’re
excited the addition of the tank will
offer both our visitors and fans of
the show a dynamic, new experience in our garden, in addition to
our new life-sized snow globe and
outdoor food truck.”
The tank will remain in the cactus garden through January 6. The
holiday cactus garden and factory
store are open November 6 — January 6, from 8am — 10pm, with
the exception of Christmas day. For
Santa hours and more information,
please visit www.ethelm.com/
store-locator. For more information
about upcoming Tanked episodes,
please visit www.animalplanet.
com/tv-shows/tanked.
*****

RENISHA O’DONNELL
NAMED DIRECTOR
OF CORE
With a steadfast mission to
strengthen character, build brilliant
minds and create brighter futures

for our community’s most under-served youth, non-profit Core,
powered by The Rogers Foundation, has named Renisha O’Donnell
as Program Director.
In this role, O’Donnell will work
in tandem with Executive Director
Lindsay Harper and the team to
oversee the implementation of
the comprehensive Core program
model.
O’Donnell brings a decade of
education-focused and non-profit
experience to her new role at Core.
A passionate and engaged collaborator, O’Donnell will help
develop a system to evaluate the
current effectiveness and impact of
the Core model, create policies and
procedures to enhance the program
structure and assist with building a
strategic plan for the growth of the
program.
“We are excited for Renisha to
join the Core team,” said Harper.
“Her unwavering commitment to
strengthening families and eliminating barriers for students is inspiring and will certainly make a lasting
and positive impact on our student
scholars at Core as we continue our
mission of changing lives.”
Prior to joining Core, O’Donnell served as the SOT Project
Coordinator of the Clark County
Education Association and as a
program director with Communities in Schools (CIS) where she
successfully led all aspects of development and implementation of
the CIS plan.
Prior to CIS, O’Donnell was
the program supervisor over the
Family Resource Center at Olive
Crest. O’Donnell has a Master of
Education degree in school counseling from Wilmington University.
A native of New Jersey, O’Donnell
enjoys music and involvement with
the creative arts community.
*****

LAS VEGAS WALK
OF STARS HONORED
JALLES FRANCA
The Las Vegas Walk of Stars
honored sensational performer,
dancer and percussionist, Jalles
Franca, with the 86th star dedication ceremony on Monday, Dec.
17, in the Main Showroom of the
Stratosphere.
The star was installed in front
of the Paris Hotel and Casino that
evening.
“We are very proud to honor
Jalles Franca,” said Bob Alexander,
president and founder of the Las
Vegas Walk of Stars.
Jalles Franca moved to the
United States from Brazil at the
age of 16, to fulfill his dreams as a
professional dancer in Las Vegas.
At the age of 21, he began a seven-year residency as a performer,
dancer and percussionist at Studio
54 Nightclub at the MGM Hotel
and Casino.
A long-time fan of the “King of
Pop” Michael Jackson, Jalles began
imitating the star’s signature dance
moves during his routines at Studio
54 and various other venues. Soon
after the passing of his idol, Jalles
began dedicating his talents to pay
tribute to the late Superstar; and
winning numerous local competitions for “Best Michael Jackson
impersonator,” Best overall “Look”
and “Best Moonwalk.” Over the
last eight years, he has been featured in multiple tribute shows on

the Las Vegas strip, developing his
tribute as “MJ The Legend.”
Honored to be coined one of
the “top” MJ Tribute Artists in the
industry, Jalles enjoys sharing his
love and respect for Michael with
the millions of MJ fans here in
Las Vegas, the United States and
throughout the world.
He currently resides in the nation’s #1 Michael Jackson tribute
show, MJ Live at the Stratosphere.
In addition, he holds the title
as the Official MJ tribute artist for
“Thriller Villa,” Michael Jackson’s
preserved Las Vegas mansion
and the home of Jackson and his
children during his final years. He
is very grateful to have appeared
and performed at the property on
numerous occasions, a special place
for any true MJ fan.
*****

STRATOSPHERE TO DEBUT
108 EATS BY JAMES TREES
IN LATE DECEMBER
Stratosphere Casino, Hotel &
Tower will unveil 108 Eats by
James Trees on Thursday, Dec. 27,
offering chef-driven fresh panini,
inventive ice creams and house
made treats.
The scenic eatery will be located
on the 108th level of the Tower’s
Observation Deck, more than 1,000
feet high from the ground.
“The fresh, inventive cuisine
of James Trees will be a delight for
visitors to Stratosphere’s Observation Deck,” said Bart Mahoney,
vice president of food and beverage
for Golden Entertainment, Inc., the
parent company of Stratosphere Casino, Hotel & Tower. “It was almost
like bringing a family member back
into the fold.”
“The opportunity to bring a taste
of local Las Vegas to the top of this
iconic tourist destination was too
good to resist,” said Trees.
Various treats start at $3 and
include a pretzel and butterscotch
cookie, a peanut butter jam cookie,
Calabrian spiked chips, root chips
and chili cheddar popcorn. Panini
sandwiches are prepared on fresh
sourdough bread and include the
mushroom and truffle, prepared
with fontina and boschetto tartufo;
the roasted Porchetta, prepared
with rapini, chilis and provolone
cheese; and the sliced meatball,
prepared with basil ricotta and bianco pomodoro. Paninis are priced
starting at $10.
Trees, a graduate of the Culinary
Institute of America in Hyde Park,
N.Y., began his career at Mirage
Hotel & Casino and has worked
with several high-profile chefs,
including Michael Mina, Bradley
Ogden, Eric Ripert, Heston Blumenthal, Akasha Richmond and
Ray Garcia.
Trees opened multiple restaurants across the U.S. as corporate
sous chef for Mina Group and
worked with Gordon Ramsay on
the hit television series’ “Kitchen
Nightmares” and “Hell’s Kitchen.”
Trees’ first restaurant, Esther’s
Kitchen, located in the Downtown
Arts District, is one of the most
celebrated restaurants to open in
Las Vegas in the past year.
Open from 10 a.m. until 1 a.m.
Sunday through Thursday and 10
a.m. until 2 a.m. Friday and Saturday, 108 Eats by James Trees offers
Downtown Las Vegas’ Vesta Coffee
beverages as well as non-caffeinated drinks.
More information is available on
the website at www.stratospherehotel.com/Food-Drink. Free valet and
self-parking are always available
for all guests and visitors.
*****
Jerry Fink is an entertainment
columnist for the Las Vegas Tribune
newspaper and writes a weekly column. To contact Fink, email him at
jfink@ lasvegastribune.com.
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Murray SawChuck celebrates
and wants much, much more!
By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by Sandy Zimmerman
during her interviews
I was invited to celebrity magician Murray SawChuck’s “One
Million Subscribers YouTube party” at the Golden Tiki where the
red carpet and private lounge were
filled with hundreds of Murray’s
celebrity friends.
I asked Murray, “You have 1 million subscribers now, are you finally
finished or you just can’t stop?”
Murray: “Our next goal is 2
million, then 5 million! We love the
Tropicana, this week we are giving
to the homeless. My mother knitted
100 beanies to warm children’s
heads. Now we’re celebrating my
milestone.”
SZ: “Last year I attended your
“100,000 Subscribers YouTube
party,” now it’s one million, that
was fast!”
Comedian/Impressionist
John Di Domenico
My next interview was with
Trump impressionist John Di Domenico who began immediately
with his lines, “Murray has over one
million subscribers on YOUTUBE,
not as many as me, but he is doing
really, really well with his partner in
crime Seth Leach. I had the pleasure
of working with Murray and Seth
two years ago. We shot and produced an Oval Office gag in LA.”
John does about 30 different
impressions and has performed
since he was five years old. He explains, “My impressions go back to
Humphrey Bogart and the old stars.
In 2004, they said, ‘Are you doing
Trump yet?’ This was when the
Apprentice came out and it was a
huge hit. Then I started to do the full
make-up. Bob Kelly did all wigs for

Murray SawChuck and partner Seth Leach celebrating their one million YOUTUBE Subscribers
Saturday Night Live, and all Broad- wig, helped design my make-up to lucky when he ran for president, I
way shows. He did my first Trump the white shirt and tie. I was very was one of the few people who has

been dg him for 14 years! I actually
worked with Trump, I did his 55th
birthday.”
Murray and Seth Leach
Seth Leach started doing YouTube videos when he was just 13
when YouTube first started out
and really studies the pulse of the
industry.
Seth called Murray, “Your magic
is great and should be going viral
but no one is seeing it the way you
are sharing it!” After that first connection Murray and Seth formed a
partnership and business and now
are celebrating a massive milestone
in social media history reaching
over one million subscribers and
fans.
This makes Murray The Magician the first and only YouTuber to
have a resident show on the Las
Vegas strip. Murray celebrates his
show opening at the Tropicana Las
Vegas Laugh Factory this Wednesday Oct. 24, 2018 and will be celebrating much more when he takes
the stage with his over one million
subscribers.
Murray is also a regular on History Channel’s Pawn Stars in his
10th season and CW’s Masters of
Illusion in his 5th season. You have
also see Murray on more than 21
reality shows.
*****
Award-winning Talk Show Host/
Columnist Sandy Zimmerman has
been involved in producing television programs, for 25 years. Sandy
is a syndicated Show and Dining
Reviewer, Travel/ Luxury writer,
Photographer/ Videographer, editor and Talk Show Host of Sandy
Zimmerman’s Las Vegas TV Show
and Discover the Ultimate Vacation
travel specials. Email Sandy at:
sandyzimm2003@yahoo.com.

Illusionist Rebecca Reustle and John Shaw

John Di Domenico, Trump Impressionist
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CCSN, Fertitta Foundation unite to
serve special early Christmas meal

Catholic Charities of Southern
Nevada (CCSN) served a special
early Christmas meal to more than
1,100 of our community’s most
vulnerable residents on Sunday,
December 16 in memory of Frank
Fertitta Jr.
The meal, sponsored by the
Frank and Victoria Fertitta Foundation, included: Rustic Chicken
Cacciatore, Buttered Egg Noodle
Pasta, California Garlic Medley,
Dinner roll with Butter and Pineapple Upside-down Cake.
The meal was available, free of
charge, to anyone who d to attend.
More than 100 volunteers from
Bishop Gorman High School Football Team and Cheerleading Squad
helped prepare and serve the meal.
*****
Family Treatment Drug
Court awarded $874,097
Department of Justice Grant
to help families ravaged
by the drug epidemic
The Nevada Eighth Judicial District Court (EJDC) has been awarded an $874,097 U.S. Department of
Justice Office of Justice Programs
grant for Family Treatment Drug
Court inpatient treatment and
housing with intensive outpatient
treatment. The court applied to the
Justice Department for the much
needed funding that will break
down to approximately $291,365
a year. The grant will cover 13 residential beds and 13 housing slots
with intensive outpatient treatment
each year until Sept. 30, 2021. The
funding will help to meet the court
goal to improve outcomes through
enhanced wraparound services to
reunify families, increase parent
treatment engagement and retention, decrease substance abuse
and improve family functioning.
The surge of opioid abuse has
overwhelmed child welfare systems across the county and in our
community.
“This Department of Justice
grant is greatly needed and appreciated. The funding will go to address
the crisis-level need in the Family
Treatment Drug Court for housing
and wraparound services,” said District Court Chief Judge Linda Marie
Bell. “Each family that achieves a
successful outcome as a result of
this funding will create a positive
ripple effect for their children and
the community.”
The District Court Family Treatment Drug Court program is a
voluntary program. Parents are
typically referred to the program
by their Department of Family
Services (DFS) case manager and/
or the judge presiding over their
case. Participation in the program
involves either a written referral
from the DFS case manager, and/
or parental request to start the
program.
“Every day in court, we see the
toll drugs take on families. Parental

addiction as a contributing factor
for removal of children is a growing
issue,” said Judge Frank Sullivan
who presides over the Family
Treatment Drug Court. “This much
needed funding gives us the ability
to keep families intact as parents
get the treatment and services they
need to recover and care for their
children.”
Family Treatment Drug Court
has four phases or milestones to
assist the parent in working through
the complex issues of their addiction and co-occurring disorders
in a meaningful and manageable
way. Incentives and sanctions are
used to achieve success. Parents
are typically required to attend
court weekly in the initial stages of
treatment. Drug and alcohol testing
provides an accurate, timely and
comprehensive assessment of substance use and treatment progress
by participants. The judge is provided updates on treatment attendance
and progress, drug test results, and
overall case status/progress.
The Nevada Eighth Judicial
District Court specialty courts are
an effective way to prevent participants from revolving through
the justice system. The specialty
courts include veterans court,
mental health court, the OPEN
program, drug court, felony DUI
court, family treatment drug court
and autism court. The court will
begin a gambling treatment court
on Oct. 19. The specialty courts are
a great example of how the Eighth
Judicial District Court is working to
be efficient and effective. District
Court judges and staff continuously
work to develop innovative ideas,
improve efficiencies, address issues and improve access to justice.
For more information about the
courts, please visit our website at
clarkcountycourts.us, Facebook.
com/ClarkCountyCourts, Twitter at
MPrice@LasVegasCourts, or blog
at eighthjdcourt.wordpress.com.
*****
World Trade Center
Las Vegas expands
business relationships
in North America with
World Trade Center
Saskatoon Partnership
The Las Vegas Convention
and Visitors Authority (LVCVA)
and the Consumer Technology
Association (CTA), owner and producer of CES continue to develop
groundbreaking global business
relationships with an official Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
between the World Trade Center
Las Vegas (WTC Las Vegas) and
the World Trade Center Saskatoon.
The agreement, signed during a
ceremony at the 2018 World Trade
Centers Association (WTCA) Annual Member Seminar in New York
City this October, marks the first of
its kind between WTC Las Vegas
and a Canadian-based WTC entity.

Through the agreement, Las
Vegas and Saskatoon will co-market under the World Trade Center
brand creating access to key trade
information, market research, and
facilitate business trade opportunities around the world.
The WTCA encourages mutual
assistance and cooperation among
its members. In 2010, CTA was
granted the rights to the World
Trade Center Las Vegas license and
partnered with the LVCVA in an
effort to attract more international
visitors and trade events to Las
Vegas. Currently, 16-percent, or
nearly six million of all Las Vegas
visitors, are international travelers
and Las Vegas’ goal is to increase
that figure steadily in the years to
come. Canada is the No. 1 source of
international visitation to Las Vegas
with nearly 1.5 million visitors
traveling to the destination in 2017.
“WTC Las Vegas recognizes
and appreciates the tremendous
value of developing strategic and
meaningful partnerships with our
WTC partners across the globe,”
said Chris Meyer, WTC Las Vegas
executive director and LVCVA
vice president of sales. “In our experience with the WTCA, we have
celebrated incredible successes
as a result of MOU partnerships
and are confident this new venture
with WTC Saskatoon will result in
a number of monumental wins for
both destinations.”
Partners affiliated with WTC
Saskatoon are committed to developing innovative initiatives and
programming that will enhance
business relationships between Las
Vegas and Saskatoon.
“We look forward to working together with World Trade Center Las
Vegas in mutually promoting each
other’s world trade center facilities, said John Williams, president
of CANWEST CLC Corporation
and champion of WTC Saskatoon.
“This MOU between our World
Trade Centers is a next step in
strengthening our economic ties.”
These sentiments are further
supported by additional strategic partners of WTC Saskatoon,
including Mark Regier, CEO of
Prairieland Park. “This is extremely
exciting for us,” remarked Regier.
“The opportunities available to us
through the WTC network seem
almost limitless and put us, and
Saskatoon, on the global stage!”
Las Vegas is currently the only
destination in North America with a
World Trade Center designation on
the campus of a convention center.
WTC Saskatoon is aligned with
WTC Las Vegas in its efforts to
promote the importance of business
travel and trade opportunities.
In addition to the MOU with
WTC Saskatoon, the WTC Las
Vegas has signed memorandums

of understanding with WTC Beijing, WTC Brussels, WTC Denver,
WTC Dulles Airport, WTC Ft.
Lauderdale, WTC Istanbul, WTC
Leeuwarden, WTC Miami, WTC
Mexico City, WTC Montevideo,
WTC Santiago, WTC Sao Paulo,
WTC Seoul, WTC Taipei and WTC
Twente.
The LVCVA also has Memorandums of Understanding with
the Nevada Governor’s Office of
Economic Development and the
U.S. Department of Commerce International Trade Administration to
promote travel and tourism exports.
For more information about
WTC Las Vegas and the destination’s business offerings, please visit www.vegasmeansbusiness.com.
*****
Four ways companies
can go green by turning
waste into resources
As environmental protection
becomes a bigger concern, more
businesses are looking for ways
to turn waste into a resource, or
making expired products useful in
different forms.
Recycling anchored the environmental awareness movement in
the 1960s and ‘70s, and companies
climbed on board, repurposing materials as a way to showcase environmentally-friendly practices. For
example, the shoe company Nike,
using recycled polyester, says it has
preserved 3 billion plastic bottles
since 2010. European furniture
producer Pentatonic makes chairs
by recycling its own products into
new ones.
With “sustainability” and “going
green” the modern environmental
buzzwords, newer technology is
bringing innovations for more disposal/reusable options. Companies,
therefore, are better able to meet increased governmental regulations,
help the community and perhaps
boost their bottom line.
“Engaging with sustainability
has become unavoidable for most
companies,” says Barry Breede
(www.koppersuip.com), author of
Transforming the Utility Pole and
chief innovation officer at Koppers
Utility & Industrial Products.
“Some are looking at more
aggressive approaches because

government regulations start to
take effect. Others are driven by
their own internal goals to manage
their waste stream in a more environmentally-friendly and cost-effective manner.”
Throw in the fact that landfills
are quickly filling up across America, Breede says, and disposing of
company waste in a responsible and
forward-thinking way has never
been more important.
At Walt Disney World, for example, food waste is turned into
energy. In a nearby anaerobic digestion facility, the organic waste
is converted into renewable biogas
to generate electricity — enough
to help power central Florida, including Disney’s hotels and theme
parks. The remaining solid material
is processed into fertilizer.
Breede says today’s primary
disposal options that are environmental-friendly include:
—Landfill-to-gas. As landfill
operators have less space to offer,
many have converted their landfills
into energy-producing plants. As
the material decomposes, it produces methane, which powers turbines.
Over 400 such facilities are in operation in the U.S. and more are in
development. “The Environmental
Protection Agency has thrown its
weight behind this option, since it
turns already-existing landfill into
a source of at least some value and
reduces the greenhouse gas emissions,” Breede says. “It’s attractive
to some utilities that are trying to
comply with alternative energy
mandates.”
—Waste-to-energy. This type
of facility takes raw material waste
and converts it to energy by incinerating it at a high temperature.
Most of the raw material comes
in garbage collections. “A facility
will contract with a municipality
to collect its garbage to fuel the
plant,” Breede says. “This process
either generates heat or electricity
or provides boiler fuel to generate
steam or gas energy.”
—Biomass. “This way is more
desirable to a utility, such as one
getting rid of wooden poles,”
Breede says. “Biomass facilities are
reliant on this type of feedstock as a
fuel source, thus they’ll pay for the
material. A cement company may
use this waste stream as its primary
energy source.”
—Circular model. “Rather
than just treat the remaining raw
material as waste to be gotten rid
of, companies can innovate by
turning that material into input for
a new product,” Breede says. “The
circular economy has emerged as
a value generator from both the
business and environmental point
of view.”
“Most options involve a tradeoff between affordability and a
level of environmental stewardship,” Breede says. “But thanks to
innovation and collaboration, these
are ways for companies to be much
kinder to the environment.”
*****
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Leadership Lessons from Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer
By Doug Dickerson
“Then all the reindeer loved
him as they shouted out with glee,
Rudolph the Red-nosed reindeer,
you’ll go down in history!” —
Robert L. May
For many years, the story goes;
Montgomery Ward department
store in Chicago purchased and
gave away coloring books as a
promotional during the Christmas
season. In 1939, company executives wanted to do something that
would both reduce costs and be new
and different.
To help with the new project
they turned to Robert L. May, a
34-year old Montgomery Ward
copywriter who was known to
dabble in children’s limericks and
stories. His creation was a short
story written in rhyming verse and
differed from the version known
today. The original Rudolph lived
in the woods with his loving parents
far from the North Pole.

DoUg DICkErsoN
May’s story became an immediate success. Montgomery Ward
gave away 2.4 million copies of the
story in 1939 and by 1946, despite
wartime paper shortages; over 6
million copies had been distributed. Faced with large medical bills
because of his wife’s battle with

cancer, May asked Montgomery
Ward officials if he could have the
copyright to Rudolph turned over to
him. The company agreed and that
same year the story was published
commercially.
May also asked his brother-inlaw, songwriter Johnny Marks,
to adapt his basic story idea to
music. When Marks was done,
one singer after another, including
Bing Crosby, declined to record the
song. Finally, in 1949, Gene Autry
accepted and Rudolph the RedNosed Reindeer shot to the top of
the charts. Autry’s version is now
the second best-selling Christmas
song of all time, surpassed only by
Crosby’s White Christmas.
From the song, Rudolph the
Red-Nosed Reindeer, come leadership lessons that are still applicable
today.
Here are three leadership lessons
that will serve you well regardless
of the season.

BEHIND THE MIKE

Are You Strong?

By Michael A. Aun
There is a passage paraphrased
from The Talmud that I find particularly interesting.
Iron is strong, but fire melts it.
Fire is strong, but water quenches it.
Water is strong, but the sun
evaporates it.
Sunshine is strong, but clouds
can cover it.
Clouds are strong, but wind can
drive clouds away.
Wind is strong, but man can
shut it out.
Man is strong, but fears cast
him down.
Fear is strong, but sleep overcomes it.
Sleep is strong, yet death is
stronger.
The strongest is kindness. It
survives even death.
There is a funny thing about
kindness… the more it is used the
more you have of it.
I have always believed that
when an idea arrives, we should not
waste it; rather put it to work. So it
is hats off to the past, coats off to
the present and sleeves up for the
future. Use it or lose it! Put a good
idea to work.
I once interviewed the late
Wilma Rudolph, who was the first
woman in the history of the Olympic Games ever to win three gold
medals. She told me “The doctors
told me I couldn’t walk. My mother told me I would. I believed my
mother.”
Who do you choose to believe?
Are you strong? The worst thing
that can happen to a human being is
success without achievement. Basketball great Bill Bradley may have
said it best: “Becoming number one
is easier than remaining number
one.” No, you cannot have success
without achievement.
I find it interesting… we are all
self-made but only the rich will admit it. We are all responsible for our
plight in life, good or bad. In every
race, there are many starters… and
very few finishers.
Success is often defined as getting what you want in this world.
Happiness is better defined as wanting what you get. As the ancient
Chinese proverb suggest… beware
of the goals you set, for you may
attain them.

MICHAEL A. AUN
I have been a goal-driven person
since I was a child. A goal without
a roadmap is nothing but a dream, a
wish or an incomplete thought. One
must have direction. That’s what
the roadmap is all about.
The acronym S-M-A-R-T says
it all.
The S stands for specific. Goals
first must be exact, precise and explicit. Get the “who, what, when,
where, why and how” questions
answered up front. They define
your purpose.
The M in the acronym stands
for “measurable.” You must have
a tracking system in place for accountability. How can you know if
you are ahead, behind or on time?
Reasonable progress in a reasonable time frame. How long should
your kid spend in the first grade?

Answer- 1 year is reasonable.
The A stands for attainable.
Is it reasonable? Is it out of reach?
Are you capable of more? The old
expression “If all else fails, lower
your standards” is not the answer
we seek. This is the “how” part of
the equation.
R stands for relevant. Is it
worthwhile? Is it out of reach?
My late friend Jim Rohn, CPAE
Speaker Hall of Fame was inducted
into the Legends of the Speaking
Profession the same year as yours
truly and the late Zig Ziglar, CPAE
Speaker Hall of Fame was chosen.
Jim used to say: “Become a millionaire… not for the money, but
for what becoming a millionaire
will make of you.” He was dead
on the mark.
The T in the abbreviation is
for timely. When is it reasonable
to expect results? All goals should
include a time limit. Otherwise,
how would you keep score? There
are two issues. First, a sense of
urgency is established when you
set a date. Secondly, this should
facilitate better time management.
If you do not have a reason to
exist, you will cease to exist. The
French call it “raison d’etre”… a
reason for living. Are you strong?
*****
Michael Aun is a syndicated
columnist and writes a weekly column for this newspaper. To contact
Michael Aun, email him at maun@
lasvegastribune.com.

Regardless of the opposition you
face, never surrender your uniqueness to any opposition.
Your moment to shine
will eventually come
It is your daily faithfulness in the
little things that you prove yourself.
Even though Rudolph faced opposition from the others, he didn’t
allow their negativity to defeat him.
In the moment of crisis when Santa
needed a go-to Reindeer, Rudolph
was ready. Armed with his natural
giftedness and positive attitude, he
navigated the team of fellow reindeer to a successful completion of
the Christmas mission.
Your moment of destiny will
come one day and it may not happen the way you expected. Open
your eyes to all the possibilities that
your leadership can provide. As you
remain faithful your big moment
will come.
This Christmas season, celebrate
your gift as a leader, rise above your
opposition, and stand ready to embrace your destiny. As you do, you
will have a greater understanding of
just how special the season can be.
*****
Doug Dickerson is a syndicated
columnist. He writes a weekly column for this newspaper. To contact
Doug Dickerson, email him at
ddickerson@ lasvegastribune.com.

We all have natural gifts
and abilities
Rudolph was the object of scorn
by the other reindeer who mistakenly thought that because he was
different from the others he didn’t
have anything to contribute.
We all come in different shapes,
sizes, and with unique gifts. It is not
in the similarities that we stand out
but in our differences.
The gifts and talents you bring
to the table of your business or
organization may not look like
anything else in your company, but
that is your gift.
As you embrace and celebrate
those gifts, others will also come to
appreciate what you have to offer.
We all face opposition
Because his appearance was
different from others around him,
Rudolph faced opposition. There
will always be an element of people
who will oppose you not based on
your appearance as in the story,
but because you have a different
perspective, you have a different
attitude, and you bring an optimistic mindset to the challenges your
company faces.
When you embrace that which
causes you to stand out you are on
your way to the top. Others can
ridicule you or join you but the
choice is theirs.
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Social Security awareneSS

Social Security works for the
families of our fallen heroes

By Nancy Altman
The Hill contributor
Memorial Day is a time to reflect
on the sacrifice of our fallen heroes
and their families. It is a time to feel
our appreciation for their service.
Every day, our Social Security
system allows us, together, to honor
their sacrifice with action.
Our Social Security contributions provide some measure of
economic security to millions of
families that have lost loved ones,
including the nation’s Gold Star
families. Although most people
associate Social Security with retirement, one out of three beneficiaries receive disability or survivors’
benefits.
The children of fallen soldiers
receive monthly Social Security
benefits until their 18th birthdays,
or 19th, if still in high school. Their
widows or widowers also receive
monthly Social Security benefits
until the youngest child turns 16.
Disabled servicemen and women, as well as their families, also
receive monthly Social Security
benefits.
Every payday, our Social Security contributions are deposited in the
Old Age, Survivors, and Disability
Trust Funds of Social Security. Out
of those funds, monthly benefits are
paid to 2 million children who have

lost parents. Every month, Social
Security benefits are paid to 4 million men and women who have lost
spouses. Monthly Social Security
benefits also go to more than a
million and a half children whose
parents have become disabled.
Service in a war zone drastically increases the risk of death or
disability. More than 2.3 million
American servicemen and women
(active duty, National Guard, and
reservists) have been deployed
to Iraq and Afghanistan since the
wars began. Approximately half
have been deployed to those war
zones more than once. Those 2.3
million American heroes have put
their lives on the line for us. Their 2
million children have faced the very
real possibility of unimaginable
loss that comes with the death or
permanent disability of a parent.
Consequently, Social Security’s
Disability and Survivors’ Insurance
is especially important to military
families.
Imagine a 30-year-old Army sergeant earning around $35,000 with
two young children and a spouse
at home caring for the children. If
the sergeant is killed, that family’s
Social Security life insurance protection would provide the children
and their widowed parent monthly
benefits worth more than $674,000

By Greg Dill
Did you know that one in three
American adults is at risk for kidney disease? Major risk factors for
kidney disease include diabetes,
high blood pressure, a family history of kidney failure, and being age
60 or older.
The best way to fight kidney
disease is to find it before trouble
starts. But if you’ve already been
diagnosed, Medicare can help you
make informed decisions about
your care.
The kidneys are two beanshaped organs. Each kidney is
about the size of a fist. Your kidneys
filter extra water and wastes out of
your blood and make urine. Kidney
disease means your kidneys are
damaged and can’t filter blood the
way they should.
If you experience kidney failure, treatments include dialysis or
kidney transplant. Other kidney
problems include acute kidney
injury, kidney cysts, kidney stones,
and kidney infections.
If you have Stage IV chronic
kidney disease that will usually
require dialysis or a kidney transplant, Medicare covers up to six
kidney disease education sessions
that teach you how to take the best
possible care of your organs. Topics
include how to prevent complications of kidney disease, what to eat
and drink, and what options you
have if your kidneys get worse,
like dialysis and kidney transplants.
Here’s more information about
how Medicare covers dialysis and
transplants: https://www.medicare.gov/Pubs/pdf/10128-Medicare-Coverage-ESRD.pdf.
If you or a loved one has advanced kidney problems requiring
dialysis, often known as End-stage

GreG Dill
Renal Disease (ESRD), finding the
right care can be a challenge.
Dialysis centers can vary in
the quality of care and services
they provide, so it’s important to
understand the differences in dialysis centers in your area before
you decide where to go for care.
If you’re already on dialysis, it’s
also important to understand the
quality of care that your dialysis
center delivers.
Medicare’s Dialysis Facility
Compare website (https://www.
medicare.gov/dialysisfacilitycompare) lets you easily search for
dialysis centers, compare them
side by side, and find the right
one for you. You also can see how
dialysis patients responded to survey questions about their dialysis
center, their kidney doctor, and the
center’s staff.
Dialysis Facility Compare provides information on more than
6,500 centers throughout the United
States. The website assigns each
facility from one to five stars, based
on the quality of its patient care.
Five stars is the highest rating.
Dialysis Facility Compare is one
of many sources of information you
can use when deciding where to get

over the course of their lifetimes.
If the sergeant is not killed, but
permanently disabled, the family
would receive Social Security disability benefits with a present value
of more than $703,000.
Military families where both
spouses serve are becoming increasingly common. There are currently over 100,000 dual-military
couples, and the number is growing. That puts children at double
risk. Social Security is the largest
source of income for grandparents
raising or helping to raise their
grandchildren. In total, 9 percent of
all American children under the age
of 18 are direct or indirect Social
Security beneficiaries.
Prior to the enactment of Social
Security, many families were forced
to separate, divided from one another after the kind of tragedy they just
endured. Surviving parents, unable
to support their families, were often
forced to have relatives take in their
children or worse, send them to
orphanages. Social Security helps
families stay together.
Today, Social Security lifts over
a million children out of poverty
and lessens the depth of poverty for
millions more. For many bereaved
families, Social Security is the difference between some measure of
independence and the dependence

suffered by those who find themselves caught in abject poverty.
In the wealthiest country in
the world, no one — least of all
the families of those who died or
became disabled while serving our
nation — should be left destitute as
the result of tragedy. Through Social Security and other government
benefits, all of us come together to
provide for these families and honor
their loved one’s sacrifice.
Social Security’s vital protections for families are especially
visible at times of national tragedy,
such as the Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist
attacks. Virtually every child who
lost a parent that day was eligible
for Social Security benefits, and
some who were very young (or still
in utero) that day are still receiving
benefits today.
Social Security’s benefits are
crucially important for millions of
American families. Those benefits
should be expanded. Prior to 1981,
children who received Social Security were eligible for benefits until
age 22, if they chose to enroll in
college, university, or vocational
training after high school. This is
only right. After all, parents generally support their children in obtaining post-secondary education,
if they are able. When the parent is

no longer earning a wage, all of us,
through Social Security, are taking
on that responsibility.
That benefit should be restored
for all children, including those of
our nation’s soldiers, who are receiving benefits as the result of the
death or disability of a parent. At a
time when college is more expensive than ever, restoring that benefit
is the least we can do for children
who have faced the adversity of
growing up without a parent who
can support them.
More broadly, Social Security’s
vital but modest benefits should
be increased for both current and
future beneficiaries, so a larger percentage of lost wages are replaced.
Memorial Day reminds us of
the importance of family and the
fragility of life. It is a moment to
reflect on those who have given
their lives in service to the rest of
us. We should remember their Gold
Star families, as well. And as we remember, we should resolve to fight
for increased economic security for
them — and us — by increasing
Social Security’s modest benefits.
Modest, but reliable and essential
in our insecure world.
*****
Nancy Altman is president of
Social Security Works.

How Medicare covers kidney disease

A healthy kidney (left) eliminates waste from the blood and maintains the body’s normal chemical balance. Fluid-filled sacs (right), called cysts, characterize polycystic kidney disease.

dialysis. When you’re looking for a
dialysis center that’s right for you,
talk to your doctor and dialysis center staff about what this information
means and how you can use it to
make health care decisions.
You can protect your kidneys
by preventing or managing health
conditions that cause kidney damage, such as diabetes and high blood
pressure. The steps described below
may help keep your whole body
healthy, including your kidneys.
During your next medical visit,
you may want to ask your health
care provider about your kidney
health. Early kidney disease may
not have any symptoms, so get-

ting tested may be the only way
to know your kidneys are healthy.
Your health care provider will help
decide how often you should be
tested.
See a provider right away if you
develop a urinary tract infection
(UTI), which can cause kidney
damage if left untreated.
Choose foods that are healthy
for your heart and your entire
body: fresh fruits, fresh or frozen
vegetables, whole grains, and lowfat or fat-free dairy products. Eat
healthy meals, and cut back on
salt and added sugars. Aim for less
than 2,300 milligrams of sodium
each day. Try to have less than 10

percent of your daily calories come
from added sugars.
The National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney
Diseases offers tips on making
healthy food and lifestyle choices
here: https://www.niddk.nih.gov/
health-information/kidney-disease/chronic-kidney-disease-ckd/
prevention.
*****
Greg Dill is Medicare’s regional administrator for Arizona,
California, Hawaii, Nevada, and
the Pacific Territories. You can get
answers to your Medicare questions
by calling 1-800-MEDICARE (1800-633-4227).
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What You
Need To
Know
By Dr Nina Radcliff

Gift Giving —
The Real Purpose

By Dr. Nina Radcliff, MD
During this holiday season, you
may find yourself in search of that
perfect gift for those special someones on your list—from sweaters,
jewelry or toys to the newest
smartphones or latest tech gadgets.
Gif- giving can be daunting, all too
often leaving folks in a flurry and
tizzy striving to show their care and
love. However, underlying our gift
custom is an important purpose: appreciation. We give people gifts to
show them that we are grateful for
them and value the role they play in
our lives. We treasure their purpose.
And that is where the magic is!!
As a medical doctor, I understand — and I have seen firsthand
the great physical and psychological benefits as we give (and receive)
— sharing in gratitude the value of
those special people in our lives.
The benefits are profoundly deep
and wide as it provides more clarity
to the recipients and allows them
to see themselves in the “greater
scheme of things,” which can help
to strengthen their resilience to
adverse moments of life.
And the benefits don’t stop
there! Giving also supports the
development of commitment and
dedication to their uniqueness and
purpose. Having a strong sense of
life purpose is an important dimension of life, providing people with
a sense of vitality, motivation, and
resilience — and helping to contribute to better health overall. In
short, purpose offers definite emotional, psychological and physical
benefits.
Did you know that only about
one in four American adults cite
having a clear sense of purpose
about what makes their lives meaningful? And in actuality, gifts don’t
express appreciation — people do.
And when people don’t express it,
neither do their gifts. I’m not suggesting gift-giving rituals aren’t important; quite the opposite — they
are indeed! Especially when given
with your words of appreciation.
Understanding
a sense of purpose
In the English language, life
purpose is described as: “the quality
of having a definite purpose;” “a
reason for being;” “purposefulness;” “meaningfulness;” and “the
quality of having great value or significance.” In Japanese it is called
“ikigai” and in Greek “eudemonia”
(which means the joy that comes
from a life connected).
You feel it during moments
when you felt truly connected, like
you were performing a task you
were made for—maybe when you
were organizing, parenting, caring
for animals, comforting a sick
loved one, developing business
plans, caring for others, writing,
speaking or creating a piece of art
or music. It is likely that this was a
moment of being in harmony with
your purpose.
Purpose is personal and molded by personal belief systems
and values, disregarding outside
expectations. It is within each of
us — uniquely embodying and
exemplifying positive characteristics. For some people, purpose is
connected to their family, friends or
vocation — providing meaningful,
satisfying work. For others, their
purpose lies in their responsibilities
to their animals and community
work. Others seek meaning through
spirituality or religious beliefs.
Why Giving the Sense of
Purpose is Important
Sharing with others how they
have touched your life is a great
motivator. That person grows in
understanding of how their life has
touched others and helped to inspire
and build them up—providing
happiness and joy to them in their
journey.
Greater understanding of purpose helps people prioritize situations, plans, people and things
— while becoming more resilient to
adversity and maintaining forward

trajectory (“keep going”) even
when things get tough or there are
“distractors.” It helps put things in
perspective.
Understanding Purpose
Leads to a Healthier Life
A recent, significant study assessing the purpose of over 1,000
adults found that those with a good
sense of meaning in their lives
spent more time and attention on
their loved ones and communities.
They consistently reported that they
experience a “deep sense of joy,
harmony, and meaning.” These positive emotions and feelings translate
to better physical and mental health
— after all, our mind, body, and
soul are intricately entwined. Perhaps it is because positivity blocks,
buffers, drowns out, or dissipates
negativity such as stress, anxiety,
resentment, bitterness, and anger.
Another research study published in Applied Physiology
showed that individuals with a
sense of purpose, a sense of control, and feeling like what they do
is worthwhile, tend to live longer
lives — and by a lot! Those who
demonstrated the strongest well-being were 30 percent less likely to
die during the 8.5-year follow-up
period.
And there are numerous studies
showing that the positive feelings
that result from having a strong
sense of purpose are linked to:
—fewer heart attacks and
strokes (leading killers amongst
Americans)
—better quality and quantity
of sleep
—a lower risk of dementia, including Alzheimer’s dementia
—handling pain better
—a better connection to others
and preventing isolation (which
can lead to loneliness, a lack of
emotional support and inability to

cope with stressful events)
—improved resilience (and, in
turn, long-term resilience can lead
to better cardiovascular health,
less worry, and greater happiness
over time)
—greater engagement with their
families, colleagues, and neighbors,
enjoying more satisfying relationships and activities as a result
—a more active lifestyle
Giving the Gift — Gratitude
There is a common misconception in gift-giving which can
translate to: the bigger or the more
valuable the gift, the more it expresses appreciation. But this is not
true. It may be fun or even needed
at a time—but again, the fact is that
gifts don’t express appreciation,
people do. And too, when people
don’t express it, neither do their
gifts.
The best way to express your
appreciation — while giving the
gift and building understanding of
that person’s value and gift to your
life — is by using your words.
There is no more powerful way to
acknowledge others than to share
your thankfulness for them — with
words of gratitude of how they
have impacted your life for the
better. You don’t have to address
everything. Think about what you
do appreciate about that person and
describe that part. Or let them know
what about them you admire or

makes you smile. And if possible,
personally hand them your note
with a thank you, handshake or hug
(whichever is appropriate).
Knowing Your Purpose
Along with recognizing others,
it is important to understand your
purpose in life. Purpose guides
your life decisions, influences behavior, shapes goals, offers a sense
of direction, and creates meaning.
Please know that there’s no reason
for you to be contemplating the
cosmic significance of your life
but rather discovering what feels
important to you. Experts offer
these thoughts on understanding
your purpose:
—Identify your passion such
as music, the arts, running, cooking and turn that into something
meaningful to you. Volunteer with
an orchestra, run in a fundraising
marathon, or cook for the elderly
or the homeless.
—Surround yourself with positive people, people who have a
sense of purpose and are making
a positive change. It is contagious
and inspiring. Conversely, being
around negative people who have
a problem for every solution makes
it challenging to find your purpose
(or stay committed to it).
—Know that when you are
asking, “What is my life purpose?”
you’re actually asking: “What can I
do with my time that is important?”

And, make note of how you answer
that question—journaling is very
helpful. Sign up for an art class?
Join a book club? Get another
degree? Join or spearhead a group
that can save thousands of lives
in rural Africa or America? Spend
more time with family, animals or
friends? If it strikes your fancy,
write down a few answers and,
then, go out and actually do them.
—Another question is: When
you leave the house — who do you
want to go with? And where do you
want to go?
I read some time ago that: “Understanding what you’re passionate
about in life and what matters
to you is a contact sport, a trial-and-error process. None of us
know exactly how we feel about
an activity until we actually do the
activity.” And thanking others with
your words will help them in the
most significant of ways — Enjoy!!
This article is for general information only and should not be
used for the diagnosis or treatment
of medical conditions and cannot
substitute for the advice from your
medical professional. Dr. Nina has
used all reasonable care in compiling the current information but
it may not apply to you and your
symptoms. Always consult a doctor
or other health care professional
for diagnosis and treatment of
medical conditions.
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Grand Three Kings Hotel
offers Old World Luxury
By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by Sandy Zimmerman
With the elegance and charm of a grand
historic hotel, the Three Kings Hotel stands
on the banks of the Rhine River at the entrance to Basel’s Old Town. The Three Kings
Hotel still looked as regal as when the hotel
was built in 1681.
Walking into the reception room, everyone noticed the large golden chandelier
hanging down from four stories above. The
regal feeling of the past still remained within
these walls.
Our Bon voyage dinner was set at the
Three King’s Brasserie with a view of the
Rhine River. The Brasserie sparkled with
the pride of belonging in this grand setting.
A nature scene adorned one entire wall
which was indented. This created the impression that the mural was a picture in a frame.
When I thought of all of the famous people
who dined and/or stayed at this hotel, the
evening meant so much more. There were
Napoleon, Queen Elizabeth II, Pablo Picasso and a who’s who of the rich and famous
throughout the years. Imagine the stories
behind these walls!
The dining room faced the Rhine River
with a full wall of windows to take advantage
of the views. One man, in a tuxedo, was in
charge of preparing their signature Beef
Steak Tartar with cognac or whiskey served
with French fries and toast. This is not just
any beef steak, but from Simmental beef, a
breed of cattle whose history dates back to
the Middle Ages. The name Simmental is
derived from the area where the cattle were
first bred — the Simme Valley in the Berner
Oberland, in Switzerland.
Our three-course feast began with light,
tasty berries adding a sweet, juicy balance.
Monkfish, the entree, was an interesting
choice because you don’t see that on many

menus. The waiter served the roasted Monkfish with artichoke puree and vegetables a
le Barigoule, a traditional provincial sauce.
Monkfish is compared to lobster meat, com-

monly used in French cuisine.
The classic Fondant potatoes combined
their creamy inside texture with the contrast
of a crunchy brown crust and smoked bell
pepper sauce.
The finale, another dish I have not tasted
before, pineapple and lemon grass soup with
a banana Financier, coconut ice-cream and
pistachio crisps. A Financier is a small, light,
moist French cake. This dinner cost $120.00
SF per person.
The Brasserie specializes in Swiss and
French cuisine. If you are ever in Basel, Switzerland, the Three King Hotel is the place
to visit, to relax and travel back to another
world. Visit www.lestroisrois.com. Award
winning Sandy Zimmerman is a syndicated
columnist featuring Show and Dining reviews, travel, health, luxury and more.
*****
Sandy Zimmerman is the talk show host of
the Las Vegas Today Show programs and Discover the Ultimate Vacation travel specials.
If you want to suggest topics for articles, for
information or to ask any questions about
Sandy’s articles, call (702)-731-6491.
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EarthTalk® is produced by Roddy Scheer
and Doug Moss for
the 501(c)3 nonprofit
EarthTalk. To donate,
visit www.earthtalk.org.
Send questions to: question@earthtalk.org.
Dear EarthTalk: It seems to me
the single biggest potential “environmental” problem we could face
— even bigger than global warming or a nuclear war — is a comet
or asteroid striking the Earth. Do
we currently track these space
rocks and if so, how? And do we
have any hope of deflecting them
if they are headed right for us? —
James McClintock, Austin, TX
Environmental advocates don’t
normally consider interstellar rocks
to be their discipline, per se, but
it is true that such an event could
cause considerable environmental
damage and even threaten the very
existence of life on Earth.
Indeed, when a 10-kilometer-wide asteroid struck the Earth
some 66 million years ago, it wiped
out three-quarters of the planet’s
plant and animal species (including
the dinosaurs) and caused damage
to the environment that lasted
centuries.
Humans weren’t around to witness the effects of that cataclysm,
of course, but we do know that a
large impact today could trigger

massive firestorms, mudflows,
earthquakes and tsunamis as well
as acid rain, ozone depletion and
rapid greenhouse warming — not to
mention an “impact winter” whereby pulverized rock dust and other

debris would blanket the skies and
block the transmission of sunlight,
effectively stopping photosynthesis
around the globe. A big enough
strike could effectively wipe out
life on Earth.
NASA’s Planetary Defense
Coordination Office (PDCO) is
charged with providing timely
and accurate communications on
these threatening space rocks —
including issuing warnings about
potential impacts — and leading
the coordination of federal response
planning. Currently PDCO uses a
combination of existing satellite
and telescope technologies to
track comets and asteroids but is
currently developing a new spacebased infrared telescope dubbed
“NEOCam” (short for Near-Earth
Object Camera) specifically for
the purpose of surveying the solar
system for large space rocks (larger
than 140 meters across). But the

project is far from a front-burner
concern for NASA right now, and
proponents are hoping Congress
will earmark funds specifically to
complete its development in the
short term.
Meanwhile, the California-based
B612 Foundation is focusing on detection of smaller asteroids. “The
real gap is the 100 times as many asteroids smaller than 140 meters but
still large enough to destroy things
on the ground,” reports Ed Lu, the
co-founder of B612. His team is
currently working on a network of
five to 10 telescope-equipped satellites to track these smaller space
rocks and provide early warning
services.
But just because we’re able to
detect and track asteroids doesn’t
mean we can deflect them. According to expert witness testimony at a
2013 Congressional hearing on the
topic, NASA would need five years’

lead time — and a commitment of
hundreds of millions of dollars —
to be able to intercept an asteroid.
Despite this warning, we’ve
made no progress in the intervening years. A June 2018 report from
the Cabinet-level National Science
and Technology Council warns that
America remains unprepared for an
asteroid impact event and urges the
federal government to fund efforts
to get ready for what astronomers
say is inevitable at some point in
the future.
That said, unlike other environmental problems besetting us, there
isn’t anything individuals can do
to protect the planet from asteroid
or comet strikes — except to urge
their representatives in Congress to
support legislation that funds programs and technologies designed to
detect and deflect those incoming
civilization busters.
*****

Astronomers can find and track many of the asteroids and comets that could threaten Earth, but deflecting one is a different story.
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To place classified ads in the
Las Vegas Tribune please call
702-426-6022 or 702-426-5902
LEGAL NOTICE
CASE NO: D-18-576341-N
DEPT. S
DISTRICT COURT
CLARK COUNTY, NEVADA
In the Matter of the Application of:
Damon Keith Ross-Sayles
For Change of Name
NOTICE OF PETITION
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a petition
was filed in the above-entitled Court requesting
that the Court legally change applicant’s name
from Damon Keith Ross-Sayles to: Damon ElBay.
The applicant submitted a statement signed
under penalty of perjury that the applicant is
not changing his or her name for a fraudulent
purpose.
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that any
person objecting to the changing of applicant’s
name shall file written objection with the aboveentitled Court within 10 days after the publication
of this Notice.
DATED this 24th day of October, 2018
Submitted By: Damon Keith Ross-Sayles
PUB: December 12, 19, 26, 2018
Las Vegas Tribune
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