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Trump taps Kavanaugh
for the Supreme Court
By Jordan Fabian
and Lydia Wheeler
The Hill
President Trump on Monday
selected Brett Kavanaugh as his
nominee to replace Justice Anthony
Kennedy on the Supreme Court,
setting up a fierce confirmation
battle as he seeks to cement conservative control of the nation’s
highest court.
Trump announced the selection

of Kavanaugh, a politically connected judge on the influential U.S.
Court of Appeals for the District of
Columbia Circuit, after a suspenseful day that resembled the lead-up
to his first Supreme Court pick,
Justice Neil Gorsuch.
“There is no one in America
more qualified for this position
and no one more deserving,” said
Trump, who expressed confidence
Kavanaugh will set aside his political views “to do what the law and
the Constitution require.”
Kavanaugh was introduced
during a reality TV-style event in
the East Room of the White House,
the same way Trump unveiled
Gorsuch.
The president sought to build
drama up until the end, refusing
to announce his pick until five
minutes after he started speaking.
(See Kavanaugh, Page 3)

My Point
of View
By Rolando Larraz

Another drama day at the doctor’s office: this doctor, after seeing
me four previous times, tells me
“You look familiar — have I seen
you before?”
I felt like telling the doctor that
she probably saw my photograph on
the wall of the post office, but then
I remembered that post offices no
longer post the photos of the most
wanted on its walls because the
criminals have rights and it is not
fair to publicize their photograph
and ruin their family’s name without consulting with them first.
I thought about telling her that
she may have seen my picture with
President Donald Trump when he
was here last week, but I was afraid
she might not be a Trump fan and
prescribe something that might kill
me; besides Michael McDonald, the
Chairman of the State Republican
Party, may believe me and may
be forced to incur extra expenses
trying to find out how Las Vegas
Tribune managed to “sneak” in to
be close to President Trump, which
he would not at all like or want to
be true.
I just opted for refreshing her
memory by saying that she has
seen me six times before and that
she should remember me because
she prescribed me some pills for
my bad humor.
From the doctors office, I then
had another encounter that is worth
being publicized for it is kind of like
what I said in the first paragraph
with the doctor and the rights of
the criminal.
A neighbor’s business was ransacked by criminals who burglarized their store, and through one of
my sources on the streets, I learned
the location of where the stolen
property is; I called the police and
explained the situation, telling them
where my neighbor’s merchandise
was and asked if it would be OK if
we could go get it.
The female officer that responded to my call told me that I need to
file a police report and allow the
police to do their job; she told me
that I (and that includes any other
person) could not go to that location and retrieve the stolen items
because “those people have rights”
and by us going there, we would be
violating their right to privacy.
Yes, you read it right; criminals
apparently have rights protecting
them from having their stolen goods
taken back by the rightful owners,
even when there is no doubt who
the thieves are and what was stolen,
which makes it look like the decent
hard-working citizen does not have
rights to his own property. According to the lead detective in one case
I have been following, however,
fingerprints may take up to one year
to come back identified.
That is what happens to honest
(See My Point of View, Page 2)

Who really is Calvin Leslie?
By Rolando Larraz
Las Vegas Tribune
The name “Families of the
Wrongfully Convicted Research
Center” sounds very touching and
very noble, but many wonder if the
intentions of the man who claims to
be the head of that organization in
Las Vegas are truly touching and
noble.
He also claims to be a fighter for
the Las Vegas homeless people and
represents an organization known as
C&L Management LLC with a logo
that reads “We are here to serve
and accommodate The Homeless,”
but no one has seen him speaking
to any of the number of downtown
homeless people that have become
pests to the area businesses, nor has
anyone seen him in the area or even
close to any of them.

His name is Calvin Leslie, or
at least that is how he is known in
the area of downtown Las Vegas,
but many wonder how truthful that
is because we have asked around
about who has been the recipient of
Leslie’s “generosity” and we have
not found anyone as yet.
He, as any good “talker,” talks
big and claims to “have direct access” to many public and elected
officials dealing on a first-name
basis with all of them.
A Wednesday, January 17, 2010
Las Vegas Sun article caught our
attention as we looked deeper
into this “downtown character”
who has touched base with a local
downtown business eight years
and five months after that article
was written.
(See Calvin Leslie, Page 5)

Another gap in candidate Rosen’s resume
By Thomas Mitchell
First, Democratic Rep. Jacky
Rosen boasted of getting a degree
in computer science, which did not
exist at the time; now, no evidence
can be found that she ever had a
business license for her frequently
touted consulting business.
According to the Daily Caller,
a public records request was filed
in April with the Nevada secretary
of state asking for a copy of any
“Sole Proprietor Exemption” or
“Sole Proprietor Registration”
under Rosen or her maiden name

JACKY ROSEN

between 1995 and 2005. The office responded a week later saying
no such records existed. “Those
registrations are necessary for any
business owners in Nevada,” the
Daily Caller noted.
Rosen is running for Republican
Sen. Dean Heller’s seat.
The Daily Caller reported
Rosen has routinely flaunted her
business credentials, claiming her
one-woman shop consulted with her
former employer, Southwest Gas,
and Radiology Specialists, where
her husband was once a partner.

Rosen told a radio station in
November that she “raised my
family, I built a business – a woman
in technology.”
When the Reno Gazette Journal
asked her campaign about this
discrepancy, a representative said
Rosen “did not keep these kinds of
forms from roughly two decades
ago.”
“Jacky built a career as a computer programmer and software
developer for major companies
in Southern Nevada, and she used
(See Rosen, Page 4)

Trump pardons Oregon ranchers
at center of the 40-day standoff

By Timothy Cama
The Hill
President Trump on Tuesday
pardoned a pair of Oregon ranchers
whose arson conviction became
a focus for opponents of federal
government land ownership.
Dwight Hammond, 76, and his
son Steven Hammond, 49, were
convicted in 2012 and sent to prison on arson charges. They had set
a series of fires on their ranch that
spread to federal land.
The Hammonds’ case became
the inspiration for the 40-day armed
occupation of the Malheur National
Wildlife Refuge in 2016. The organizers wanted to protest federal land
ownership.
(See Hammond Pardon, Page 6)

Thanks to the Trump pardon, the Hammond family is finally reunited.
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Free speech issues ‘on the ballot’ in Nevada

By Thomas Mitchell
The right to free speech includes
the right to not be compelled to
speak.
That includes not being required
to pay dues to a union whose political views might be different from
yours, not being required to advertise abortion availability at your
faith-based pregnancy counseling
service, not being required to use
your cake baking talent to create a
special cake or your flower arranging expertise for a gay wedding.
All of these have come down
from a closely divided U.S. Supreme Court in the closing days of
this year’s court calendar.
This past week, the court ruled
that public employees could not be
forced to pay dues to unions with
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Supreme Court hears the free speech case.
which they might not agree.
and again that freedom of speech
“The First Amendment, made ‘includes both the right to speak
applicable to the States by the Four- freely and the right to refrain from
teenth Amendment, forbids abridg- speaking at all.’”
ment of the freedom of speech,”
Public employee unions that
wrote Justice Samuel Alito in the advocate higher wages that re5-4 opinion. “We have held time quire higher taxes are intrinsically

political.
Just the day before the court
ruled, again 5-4, that a California
law that required pro-life, religious-oriented unlicensed pregnancy centers to place extensive
disclaimers in their ads and on billboards telling people about abortion
services was an unconstitutional
impingement on free speech.
“Here, for example, licensed
clinics must provide a government-drafted script about the availability of state-sponsored services,
as well as contact information for
how to obtain them” wrote Justice
Clarence Thomas in the majority
opinion. “One of those services
is abortion — the very practice
that petitioners are devoted to
opposing. By requiring petitioners

to inform women how they can
obtain state-subsidized abortions
— at the same time petitioners try
to dissuade women from choosing
that option — the licensed notice
plainly ‘alters the content’ of petitioners’ speech.”
A little more than a week earlier
in a 7-2 ruling the court held Colorado could not force cake shop
owner to make a special cake for a
gay wedding.
Shortly thereafter, the court
remanded a Washington case involving a florist who declined to
arrange flowers for a gay wedding,
citing the Colorado ruling.
The state of Nevada, under the
direction of Attorney General Adam
Laxalt, had joined in both the public
(See Free Speech, Page 4)

(Continued from Page 1)
citizen when they believe Sheriff Joe Lombardo when he was
saying — during the last election
— that the crime rate was down.
Down????? Yeah right!
It has always been my belief
that how the law treats you is a
matter of luck and who one knows.
I have been writing about a family
that moved to a residential area to
have peace and quiet; they have
an automobile shop right in front
of their home that includes a car
wash with the blessing of code
enforcement and the city council;
another family was telling me that
they are planning to move to their
work because there is less traffic
and it is more quiet than where they
now live.
This week City Council Louise
Tarkanian is holding a public meeting to ask the neighbors for a possi-

place one tire outside my garage,
code enforcement would be all
over it and they might even tow my
vehicle away.
How do I know that? Because
one time I left my car in front of
my friend’s home while I was in
California and I got a ticket from
Code enforcement — by a code
enforcement agent named Tony
Roger — for parking the car on a
public street with plates, insurance
and legal all the way; some people
are lucky and some are not, some
people are gracious and others are
not.
On another occasion and with
the experience of the above paragraph in mind, when I was going
to California I left my truck, again
legally licensed and insured and
all, in my friend’s driveway, and
because the tires were one quarter
of an inch into the grass on one side

of the garage, Tony Roger left me a
warning note because the automobiles are not supposed to touch the
grass, not even a quarter of an inch,
not even if the owner of the grass
cares or not. But the almighty Roger
does care so I stopped visiting my
friend.
I now park my car at the airport
parking and I have nothing to worry
about, but next time I will place
a Mexican flag on my car so the
American Gestapo will not complain about my cars.
My name is Rolando Larraz, and
as always, I approved this column.
*****
Rolando Larraz is Editor in
Chief of the Las Vegas Tribune.
His column appears weekly in this
newspaper. To contact Rolando
Larraz, email him at: Rlarraz@
lasvegastribune.com or at 702272-4634.

My Point of View

ble action on a request for a Special
Use Permit for a proposed “Short
Term Rental Use” at a home that
is two houses away from the mechanic shop and no one remembers
Ms. Tarkanian asking anyone or
holding a public meeting to allow a
“possible action” for that mechanic
shop or car wash; isn’t that ironic?
Where is code enforcement, where
is Vicky, where is Lorie, where is
Lady Justice?
There is a psychedelic yellow
truck (formerly a U-Haul truck)
with graffiti all over it and a license
plate that expired twelve (12) years
ago and no one seems to care about
it; they park that truck in the streets,
in the alley all day long, and no one
seems to care. The license plates
on my little Toyota truck expired
only three months ago and I have
insurance on it even if I do not use
the truck, but I guarantee that if I
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Five takeaways from Trump’s
Supreme Court announcement
By Niall Stanage
The Hill
President Trump put feverish speculation
to an end on Monday night when he nominated Brett Kavanaugh, a 53-year-old appellate
judge from the District of Columbia Circuit,
to replace retiring Supreme Court Justice
Anthony Kennedy.
Here are five big takeaways from the
announcement.
Trump was at his most conventional
The president takes pleasure in transgressing norms in other areas of political debate,
but the Supreme Court seems to bring out his
most conventional side.
Last year’s nomination of Neil Gorsuch
to fill the vacancy left by the death of Justice
Antonin Scalia showed Trump playing by the
established rules with uncommon discipline.
The same was true on Monday, when he
nominated Kavanaugh with a speech that
took in all the usual touchstones and never
veered off script. It also included admiring
comments from the purportedly anti-elitist
Trump about his nominee’s educational and
teaching background, which encompasses
Yale, Harvard and Georgetown.
The pick itself is an orthodox, if conservative, one. Kavanaugh is well-regarded in
D.C. legal circles. He worked for the administration of President George W. Bush and was
on the list of 25 potential candidates drawn
up by the conservative Federalist Society in
conjunction with the White House.
Even Republicans who are often deeply
critical of Trump praised the choice.
“A conservative can be a fierce critic
of Trump on many key matters and still
acknowledge he made an outstanding [Supreme Court] pick,” tweeted one such critic,
Peter Wehner, a veteran of several past GOP
administrations.
“The Rule of Law is our nation’s proud
heritage,” Trump said at the White House. “It
is the cornerstone of our freedom. It is what
guarantees equal justice.”
This was a very different face of the president who, in the first weeks of his presidency,
had lambasted the “so-called judge” who

Kavanaugh

(Continued from Page 1)
That is when Kavanaugh, his wife
and two daughters walked down a
long corridor and onto the podium.
Dozens of Republican senators,
top administration officials and
outside allies, such as conservative
talk show host Laura Ingraham
and Trump personal lawyer Rudy
Giuliani, mingled afterward in the
main entrance hall for a reception
while a Marine Corps band played
a rendition of Stevie Wonder’s “I
Wish.”
The celebration underscored Republican hopes about the direction
of the court under Trump.
By selecting Kavanaugh, the
president is replacing a swing vote
on the bench with a dyed-in-thewool conservative. Kennedy sided
with liberals in key decisions on
abortion and gay rights, issues that
will be flash points in the Kavanaugh’s confirmation battle.
“If confirmed by the Senate,
I will keep an open mind in every case,” said Kavanaugh, who
added that he was “humbled” and
“grateful” for being nominated to
the court.
Kavanaugh, 53, earned the
nod despite his work as a White
House aide under former President
George W. Bush, a frequent target
of Trump’s criticism.
A former clerk to Kennedy,
Kavanaugh was long seen as a
front-runner to replace his former
boss and had the support of White
House counsel Don McGahn, who
played a key role in the selection
process, and other GOP legal power
players.
Kavanaugh also graduated from
Yale University and Yale Law
School, qualifications that sources
close to the process said appealed
to Trump.
Kavanaugh worked for Kenneth
Starr, the independent counsel who
investigated former President Clinton in the 1990s, and once argued
that a president could be impeached
for lying to his staff or misleading
the public, which could have ripple
effects for the Russia investigation.
But in his legal writings, Kavanaugh later argued the president
should be shielded from the demands of criminal and civil investigations because they interfere with
his official duties — an opinion that
might appeal to Trump given the
prolonged investigation by special
counsel Robert Mueller.
The White House is gearing up
for a tough confirmation process in
a Senate where Republicans have a
razor-thin 51-49 majority that has
been reduced to 50-49 with Sen.

blocked the first iteration of his travel ban.
Battle lines are drawn, but what
about red-state Dems?
There was never any real doubt that,
whomever Trump picked, it would please his
base and outrage his liberal critics.
Some left-of-center organizations had
announced plans for protest rallies before
Trump announced his choice, seeing all the
shortlisted candidates as hard-line conservatives who could threaten abortion rights and
other hot-button issues.
Several potential 2020 presidential contenders spoke at a rally outside the Supreme
Court, including Sens. Elizabeth Warren
(D-Mass.), Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) and Cory
Booker (D-N.J.).
The political calculus here is clear: all
the political incentives for 2020 Democratic
contenders favor opposing Trump’s pick as
fiercely as possible, since anything less would
likely be treated with suspicion by the party’s
grass-roots supporters.
The dynamics are much more complicated
for Senate Democrats running for reelection
in states Trump won by significant margins
in 2016.
Three of those senators — Indiana’s Joe
Donnelly, North Dakota’s Heidi Heitkamp
and West Virginia’s Joe Manchin — voted
to confirm Gorsuch last year. All three were

John McCain’s (R-Ariz.) prolonged
absence.
Kennedy was often the swing
vote in a series of 5-4 decisions, and
Trump and the GOP Senate have
a chance at changing the court’s
direction for decades to come with
the pick.
While Kavanaugh was seen as a
safer choice than the more conservative Judge Amy Coney Barrett,
his long paper trail, as well as his
decisions in key ObamaCare and
surveillance cases, led some GOP
senators to warn Trump against
choosing him.
He faced a three-year confirmation battle in the Senate when Bush
nominated him to the D.C. Circuit.
He was eventually confirmed by a
vote of 57-36, with just four Democrats supporting him. Sen. Tom
Carper (Del.) is the only Democrat
still serving who supported Kavanaugh.
White House officials told reporters after the event they still
expect Kavanaugh to be confirmed
by the time the Supreme Court’s
new session begins in the fall.
“Yes,” White House legislative
affairs director Marc Short said
when asked if he is confident Kavanaugh will be in place by Oct. 1.
“I frequently have doubts about
the pace of the United States Senate, but is it our expectation that
we’re gonna have this done by Oct.
1? Yes,” he added.
The president had spent the last
week whittling down his list of
contenders from an initial group
of 25 conservative legal figures to
four federal appeals court judges:
Kavanaugh, Barrett, Raymond
Kethledge and Thomas Hardiman.
Trump did not make his final
decision until Sunday, one day before the announcement ceremony,
according to a source familiar with
the process. That is when Trump
called Kavanaugh to inform him he
received the nomination.
Outside groups are preparing
to wage an expensive war over the
nomination on television airwaves
and in battleground states ahead
of the fall midterm elections, in
which the court battle has become
a top issue.
The conservative Judicial Crisis
Network (JCN) plans to launch a
$1.4 million ad campaign Monday
night following the announcement.
The ads will air on national cable
networks, online and in four red
states — Alabama, Indiana, North
Dakota and West Virginia — where
Democrats hold Senate seats.
The ads follow a seven-figure
national and digital advertising
campaign JCN launched last month

invited to the White House ceremony; all
three declined.
Their public statements since Kavanaugh
was announced have been circumspect. Donnelly said that he would “carefully review and
consider” his record. Heitkamp and Manchin
struck a similar tone.
How those senators vote could be vital for
their own chances for reelection.
Given the razor-thin math in the Senate —
Republicans have a 50-49 advantage in the
absence of the seriously ill Sen. John McCain
(R-Ariz.) — they could also be crucial to
whether Kavanaugh is ultimately confirmed.
A rebuke to McConnell
Tensions between Trump loyalists and
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell
(R-Ky.) are rarely far from the surface.
They emerged again here. Despite Kavanaugh’s establishment credentials, McConnell was reported to have advocated for two
other figures on Trump’s shortlist, Thomas
Hardiman and Raymond Kethledge, arguing
that they could be easily and promptly confirmed by the Senate.
His intervention roiled some of those
close to Trump, who believed Kavanaugh had
almost had his hands on the prize when McConnell intervened. From the same quarters,
there was satisfaction that the president in
the end bucked the majority leader’s advice.

that also targeted vulnerable Democrats. JCN said it budgeted $10
million to get Trump’s latest nominee confirmed, and the conservative
group Americans for Prosperity,
which is funded by GOP mega-donors Charles and David Koch, said
it planned spend at least $1 million,
teeing the confirmation fight up to
be the most expensive Supreme
Court battle the country has ever
seen.
All three Democratic senators
who voted for Gorsuch — Joe
Manchin (W.Va.), Heidi Heitkamp
(N.D.) and Joe Donnelly (Ind.) —
declined invitations to attend the
White House event, their offices
said. The three are all considered
among the most vulnerable Dem-

It’s hardly a serious setback for McConnell — Kavanaugh’s record contains nothing
to discomfort him — but it does again expose
the difficult wrinkles in the Trump-McConnell relationship.
Beware the long paper trail
Kavanaugh’s career, encompassing a
stretch working for Kenneth Starr during
the Monica Lewinsky scandal as well as his
service in the Bush White House, will have
generated a lengthy paper trail.
This was one of the reasons why McConnell is understood to have made the case for
other candidates — with less documentation
marking their every move, there could be
less chance for some unexpected revelation
upending the process.
Democrats will scour Kavanaugh’s record
looking for issues that might be able to fire
up their own base — and also ratchet up the
pressure on the Republicans most likely to
vote against Kavanaugh: Sens. Susan Collins (Maine), Lisa Murkowski (Alaska) and
perhaps even Rand Paul (Ky.).
The president and his Republican colleagues want Kavanaugh confirmed as fast as
possible, knowing that November’s midterm
elections pose serious challenges.
Democrats will dig in, in the hope of
frustrating that effort.
Trump kept a secret
The president is often blasted for a lack
of discipline, a critique that is voiced — at
least in private — by many members of his
own party.
There was no evidence of that when it
came to the Kavanaugh nomination.
The normally loquacious president said
little in the days leading up to making his
pick, beyond positive generalizations about
his shortlist. His leak-prone administration
offered no clues.
In the end, the first reports that Kavanaugh
had been chosen came only minutes before
the judge joined the president in the East
Room of the White House.
It was an unusual display of restraint
— and, in the eyes of many in the GOP, a
welcome one.

ocratic senators in November’s
midterms.
Liberal groups, fearing a reversal of cases that legalized and
affirmed the right to an abortion, are
fighting back and putting pressure
on moderate Republicans such as
Sens. Susan Collins (Maine) and
Lisa Murkowski (Alaska.)
“The balance of the Supreme
Court is at stake — we cannot allow
it to be tilted against the constitutional right to access abortion,”
said Dawn Laguens, executive
vice president of the Planned Parenthood Foundation for America.
But Trump’s nominee could
change a whole lot more than
the landmark Roe v. Wade abortion-rights decision.

Kennedy served as the swing
vote in a number of LGBT rights
cases, most notably by writing
the opinion in 2015 that legalized
same-sex marriage nationwide, as
well as cases on gun rights, immigration and voting rights.
In a statement following the
announcement, Senate Majority
Leader Mitch McConnell (RKy.) called Kavanaugh a “superb
choice” who should be confirmed
with bipartisan support.
“This is an opportunity for senators to put partisanship aside and
consider his legal qualifications
with the fairness, respect, and
seriousness that a Supreme Court
nomination ought to command,”
he said.
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Are drug companies giving
us the straight dope
on high drug prices?
By Chuck Muth
President Trump, Congress and
state legislatures across the country
have been talking about the often
ridiculously high cost of prescription drugs in the United States and
what to do about them.
And while far too many people
aren’t paying attention to this situation because their out-of-pocket
liability is limited to paying a
relatively small co-pay regardless
of the drug’s full price, the rising
cost for government health care
programs such as Medicare and
Medicaid could come back to bite
all of us in the form of higher taxes.
For their part, pharmaceutical
companies maintain the high prices
are necessary to recoup the research
done to identify and develop new
drugs. And it’s been an effective
argument. But is it true?
Well, according to a Johns Hopkins study published late last year,
not exactly.
Now, even though Johns Hopkins is a highly regarded research
institute, some of you are out there
saying, “Yeah, but what methodologies did they use to reach their
conclusions?” So here’s just a
snippet to alleviate any doubts…
“PubMed searches were performed for each drug using an
ontology of drug name synonyms
in ChEMBL and the National
Center for Biotechnology Information Query Translation. PubMed
searches for molecular targets were
performed using Boolean search
terms and NCBI Query Translation. The PubMed Indentifier was
recorded for each publication
identified in the search.”
So there ya go! Who could argue
with that, right?
Fortunately, other parts of the
study were written in plain, lay-

man’s English. And the bottom
line is…
“This report shows that NIH
(National Institutes of Health)
funding contributed to published
research associated with EVERY
ONE (my emphasis) of the 120
new drugs approved by the Food
and Drug Administration from
2010-2016.”
To the tune of… $100 BILLION!
And since NIH is a government
agency that is taxpayer-funded, we
all have a stake in this.
That money is primarily used
for basic drug discovery research.
New drugs “are then transferred to
the private sector for development,”
including “obtaining regulatory
approval, and establishing the
manufacturing, control, distribution, and marketing required to
commercialize” a new drug.
So yes, the pharmaceutical industry does have a skin in the game
of bringing a new drug to market,
but nowhere near as big a skin as its
PR machine would have the public
believe.
Again, as the study shows, it was
the NIH and other academic institutions that funded and discovered
these new, often life-saving drugs
— all 120 of them from 2010-2016.
The limited role of and expense to
the pharmaceutical companies was
for the government approval process, manufacturing and marketing.
Now, if the pharmaceutical companies were paying for everything
out of their own pockets, they’d
have a strong free-market case for
keeping the government out of
it. But since these companies are
benefitting from a huge expenditure
of taxpayer dollars, sorry Charlie,
but the public — through its elected
representatives — deserves to have
a say.

(Continued from Page 1)
those tech skills to keep working
as an independent consultant,”
campaign spokesman Stewart Boss
said. “Like many moms, she wanted
to continue her career in business
while also having more flexible
hours so she could also focus on
raising her daughter.”
Rosen’s campaign did not immediately respond to the Daily Caller’s
request for comment.
The Reno newspaper account
reported that Southwest Gas confirmed Rosen worked for the company as a programmer from April

1990 to January 1991, but couid
not document that she consulted
for Southwest because the company
does not keep such records beyond
seven years.
The paper said Radiology Specialists could not be reached.
The paper conclude, “Rosen did
not personally respond to the RGJ’s
questions and did not provide documentation of her past consulting
work. Her campaign said that work
included an update to Southwest
Gas’ customer service support
software and a new billing system
for Radiology Specialists.”

Rosen

Get first month box
rent FREE with any
U-Haul truck rental

Dems break with left on ICE
By Jordain Carney
The Hill
Senate Democratic candidates
are breaking with progressives
who are calling for the abolishment
of ICE.
The push to nix Immigration
and Customs Enforcement (ICE)
has gained steam among the party’s
resurgent liberal base in response
President Trump’s immigration
policies that led to the separation
of thousands of immigrant families
along the U.S.-Mexico border.
House candidate Alexandria
Ocasio-Cortez brought the issue
into the national spotlight with her
shocking defeat of Rep. Joseph
Crowley (D) in last month’s New
York primary. And some of the
party’s 2020 presidential hopefuls,
including Sens. Kirsten Gillibrand (N.Y.) and Elizabeth Warren
(Mass.), have rallied behind the
effort to dismantle ICE.
But Democratic candidates
locked in tight races that will likely
determine which party controls the
Senate next year are stopping short
of embracing the idea as they try to
win over moderate voters.
“No, I don’t think we should,”
Sen. Bill Nelson (Fla.), a vulnerable
Democrat seeking reelection, said
on Monday when asked if he agreed
with calls to abolish ICE.
And it’s not just Senate incumbents who are unwilling to commit
to scrapping the agency.
Rep. Jacky Rosen (D-Nev.), a
progressive lawmaker hoping to
defeat Sen. Dean Heller (R), isn’t
endorsing the push to abolish ICE.
When asked about the issue on
Monday, a spokeswoman for her
campaign pointed to a recent CNN
interview, where Rosen said ICE
“does a lot of other things people
don’t realize,” and Congress should
instead “ask the president to stop
his reckless and harmful policies

Free Speech

right now.”
A spokesperson for Rep. Kyrsten
Sinema (D-Ariz.), who’s running to
fill the seat being vacated by GOP
Sen. Jeff Flake, didn’t respond to a
request for comment on Monday.
But the Democratic Senate hopeful told an Arizona TV station last
week that getting rid of ICE “isn’t
realistic and doesn’t make sense.”
Rep. Beto O’Rourke (D-Texas),
who will face off against Sen. Ted
Cruz (R), has gone against the
grain. He’s expressed a willingness
to consider abolishing ICE.
“If it’s reorganizing the Department of Homeland Security and
changing the functions of ICE,
having greater accountability,
abolishing that agency altogether,
that’s fine,” he told a Texas radio
station. “But there will still have to
be enforcement of our immigration
laws in this country.”
Those comments follow an
interaction with O’Rourke at an
event last week at which a woman
told him ICE is a “terroristic organization” and compared it to the
“Gestapo.”
The spiraling fight over ICE
highlights divisions between progressives who want to play hardball

(Continued from Page 2)
employee union case and the California abortion law
case on the winning side.
Laxalt’s office put out a press release about the
California law ruling stating: “The ruling, which
rests exclusively on free speech grounds, does not
affect abortion providers; it neither requires them to
change their practices nor infringes on their ability to
provide abortions. The Supreme Court correctly held
that compelling private organizations to promote the
government’s preferred message under those circumstances is inconsistent with the First Amendment. This
is an important holding ensuring that the government
cannot simply force private speakers with whom it
disagrees to also promote the government’s preferred
message, especially when there are other ways for
the government to promote its own message without
interfering with private speech.”
Republican Laxalt’s Democratic opponent for governor in November, Steve Sisolak, put out a statement
reported by The Nevada Independent saying, “I believe
that women deserve access to all of their options when

and energize the base, and centrist
Democrats focused on the 2018
midterm elections, where the party
is trying to hold seats in several
states that Trump won in 2016.
Democrats in red and purple
states are getting some cover from
leadership, their rank-and-file
colleagues and other well-known
figures in the party who have declined to endorse calls to abolish
the immigration agency.
Senate Minority Leader Charles
Schumer (D-N.Y.) told reporters
following Ocasio-Cortez’s primary
victory that he believed ICE should
be reformed. Sen. Doug Jones
(Ala.) — a red-state Democrat up
for reelection in 2020 — told CNN
on Sunday that he wasn’t in favor
of abolishing ICE.
Meanwhile, Jeh Johnson, who
served as secretary of Homeland
Security under former President
Obama, is warning Democrats that
pivoting to abolish ICE could provide political fodder to Republicans
who are eager to paint them as weak
on border security.
“The reality is that abolishing
ICE is not a serious policy proposal;
it’s about as serious as the claim that
(See ICE Division, Page 5)

it comes to their reproductive health care. I still have
concerns over the lack of information given by these
crisis pregnancy centers and the harm it can cause.”
Sisolak continued, “As governor, I will fight to
protect a woman’s constitutional reproductive rights
and her consistent access to comprehensive care. Adam
Laxalt has shown repeatedly that he will pursue an
anti-choice agenda that will roll back the clock on
women’s rights and bring Nevada down a dangerous
path.”
This has nothing to do with abortion rights and only
to do with speech rights.
This point was lost on Democratic Rep. Jacky
Rosen who is running for Republican Dean Heller’s
Senate seat. She sent out an email saying, “Deceiving
women about their health care options is an attack on
women’s fundamental reproductive freedom, and I
will continue to stand against this Administration’s
attacks on women’s rights and access to health care.
Nevadans support a woman’s right to make these
personal decisions.”
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NATO, under ﬁre from Trump, to
Trumpet its heightened readiness

Pressure from the U.S. and aggression from Russia push military alliance to sharpen its operational focus
By Daniel Michaels
Wall Street Journal
BRUSSELS—Broadsides
against NATO from U.S. President Donald Trump on European
defense spending—and worries
about Russia’s resurgence—have
sped a transformation that has put
the trans-Atlantic military alliance
on its best operational footing in
years.
Ofﬁcials and diplomats at the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization hope to convey that message
at a summit next week. Many fear
Mr. Trump will attack the alliance,
as he did at a NATO gathering
last year, or condemn the broader
Western multilateral order, as he
did at a Group of Seven meeting
last month.
Mr. Trump has publicly and
privately chastised allies for insufficient military spending and
not adequately sharing the cost of
protecting Europe—most recently
in a series of letters last month to
European leaders.
Only four of NATO’s 27 European members met defense-budget
targets last year, while under Mr.
Trump, U.S. defense spending on
Europe has more than doubled.
Yet signs of improvement are
evident. The number of troops
ready to deploy is rising and their
readiness is increasing, alliance
ofﬁcials say.
NATO is conducting maneuvers
to show it can mobilize forces
quickly, putting troops from one
country under command of another
to boost integration and working to
improve basic infrastructure such

NATO troops took part in a massive amphibious landing during the Exercise Baltic Operations, a NATO
maritime-focused military multinational exercise on June 4 in Nemirseta on the Baltic Sea in Lithuania.
Since 2014, overall military
as roads and bridges to support gling to adapt to new hybrid and
military equipment.
asymmetric warfare tactics Russia spending by NATO members has
risen every year. The impetus was
Eight members are expected to has employed recently.
hit their spending targets by yearMore worrying for many Russia’s annexation earlier that
end, and at least 16 are on a path in NATO, however, is that the year of Crimea from Ukraine and
to get there. In real terms, defense strengthening in the alliance’s Moscow’s stoking of military unoutlays by NATO’s European mem- military capabilities is coming at rest in Ukraine’s east—along with
bers last year hit their highest level a time when its political cohesion longtime pressure from Washingsince 2010.
is eroding under Mr. Trump, who ton, which Mr. Trump ratcheted up.
Alongside the uptick in spend“We’re going in the right direc- has publicly questioned the U.S.
tion,” U.S. Ambassador to NATO commitment to defending Euro- ing, NATO has sharpened its operational focus to counter a newly
Kay Bailey Hutchison said last pean allies.
month. “All of our allies are doing
“This is a less uniﬁed NATO reassertive Russia. In response
something.”
than it was before the arrival of Mr. to the Crimea annexation, NATO
Still, European defense spending Trump,” said Tomáš Valášek, a for- created a 5,000-troop spearhead
today is roughly 7 percent lower mer Slovak ambassador to NATO force that can deploy to trouble
than a decade ago in constant dol- who now runs Carnegie Europe, a spots within days. It has developed
lars and many NATO militaries are think tank. “It’s obviously a less new strategies for responding to unconventional warfare like Russia’s
either unready to deploy quickly in effective deterrence.”
During much of the Cold War, methods in Ukraine.
an emergency or overstretched with
In less than two years it agreed
NATO planners knew their convenforeign missions.
The alliance, created to counter tional forces could be overwhelmed and implemented a plan that last
the Soviet Union threat, is strug- by the Soviet Bloc’s superior num- year put 4,600 allied troops in
bers and so relied on the threat of Poland and the Baltic States, along
nuclear retaliation to deter aggres- NATO’s border with Russia—a
sion. Today, Russian forces are far much faster pace than the alliance
smaller and NATO is larger.
had worked at over previous years.

Immigration and the economy
are voters’ top issue priorities
By Julia Manchester
The Hill
Voters listed the state of the
economy and immigration as the
two most important issues in the
2018 midterm elections, according
to a recent Reuters/Ipsos poll seen
on Hill TV’s “What America’s
Thinking.”
The survey found that 14.8
percent of Americans listed immigration as the top issue for the
midterms, followed by 13.9 percent
who picked the economy.
The poll also found that 26 percent of registered Republicans cited
immigration as the most important
issue, while 16 percent of registered Democrats said healthcare
was their top issue. Immigration

has dominated the news cycle, as
migrant children remain separated
from their parents as a result of the
Trump administration’s “zero tolerance” policy on illegal immigration.
Economic growth has also been
in the news recently, with U.S.
employers adding 213,000 jobs
last month, according to the Labor
Department. The unemployment
rate ticked up to 4 percent from 3.8
percent during June.
President Trump and Republicans have made the U.S. economy
and tax cuts part of their campaign
message heading into the November midterm elections.
The U.S. economy has added
jobs for 92 straight months, beginning in October 2010.

(Continued from Page 1)
“Calvin Leslie has done a bit of
traveling lately, and not the good
kind. Leslie, proﬁled in the August
21, 2008 issue of Las Vegas Weekly
(“Homeless Shelter?”) for his C&L
Property Management company,
which found available single-family homes to “rent” to the homeless
using county subsidies, is sitting in
the Cobb County Jail in Marietta,
Georgia, awaiting arraignment on
various charges.”
The Las Vegas Sun article went
on to state, “According to records
from the various agencies involved,
Leslie was booked as a fugitive into
the Clark County Detention Center
on January 17, after a trafﬁc stop
revealed a warrant for his arrest
from Georgia. He was extradited
to the Fulton County Jail in Atlanta
on January 24 on charges including
theft by conversion, ﬁrst-degree
forgery and theft by deception. He
was later transferred to the Cobb
County Jail on February 17 for
probation violation stemming from
charges of ﬁnancial identity fraud.”
As all “good talkers,” he travels
around the city in a shiny, fairly
new car, with an entourage of men
willing to jump every time he snaps
a ﬁnger and asks them to do something on the spot.
He claims to cover the courtrooms of Las Vegas, looking for
cases of wrongfully convicted
people to offer “his” help as an Executive Director of the Families of
the Wrongfully Convicted Research
Center, but he did not know Kirstin
Lobato or Ronald Mortensen until
he heard their names and learned of
their cases at the Las Vegas Tribune
newspaper ofﬁce.
Both Kirstin Lobato and Ronald
Mortensen have been subjects of
editorials, news items and defense
by this newspaper for the last twenty years, but Leslie never heard of

them; and when he learned that
Lobato has visited the Las Vegas
Tribune ofﬁce several times since
she was freed after an unjustiﬁable
fourteen years incarceration, he
asked to meet her.
He also contacted former Las
Vegas Metropolitan Police Department ofﬁcer Ron Mortensen, using
the Las Vegas Tribune newspaper’s
name without authorization after
he heard the newspaper talked
about the wrongful prison term
Mortensen is doing when everyone
involved in the case knew he was
not the culprit, but a mere passenger
in another police ofﬁcer’s truck.
Mortensen was sentenced to life
in prison and has been incarcerated
for the last twenty years with every
possible appeal being blocked
by the prosecution as it was with
the case of Kirstin Lobato, until a
nationwide organization took her
case and successfully freed her at
the beginning of this year.
Leslie could be playing with the
hopes of these human beings who
are incarcerated for a crime they
and the prosecution are very well
aware they did not commit, and
that is playing with the hope these
people have to be exonerated.
Leslie also could be manipulating the money of those who are
homeless and may place the few
dollars they are given into his hands
to get a roof over their heads.
Calvin Leslie claims to have “a
good relationship” with District
Attorney Steve Wolfson, but it may
very well be another piece of false
information put out there by Leslie
himself.
A year ago, Leslie rented a
U-Haul truck to “help” a veteran in
distress and when he went back in
June to rent another truck, he was
not able to do so because of “an outstanding debt with that company”
that he claims was an error.

Calvin Leslie

ICE Division

(Continued from Page 4)
Mexico’s ‘gonna pay for the wall,’ ” Johnson wrote
July 6 in a Washington Post op-ed, adding that such
rhetoric gives Trump “a useful weapon for bludgeoning Democrats politically” and “a good portion of the
American public will listen to him.”
Democrats face a difﬁcult electoral map in November, when they’ll be defending seats in 10 states that
Trump won. They’re also trying to pick up seats in
Arizona and Tennessee, in addition to unseating Cruz
and Heller, the only Senate Republican running for
reelection in a state that Hillary Clinton won in 2016.
The ﬁght over ICE is laden with political landmines for Democrats, underscoring the widening divide
within the party and similar divisions among voters
they’ll need in November.
An Economist-YouGov poll conducted earlier this
month found that 29 percent of U.S. adults support
abolishing ICE, while 46 percent of Democrats and
54 percent of liberals said they would back that effort.
The fight over ICE comes as Democrats are
viewed more favorably on broad immigration policy.
In a Washington Post-Schar School poll released last

NATO has boosted cooperation
with the European Union. The two
alliances want to improve troops’
ability to move around Europe in
peacetime and ensure EU members’ security spending outside of
NATO activities ﬁts with alliance
priorities.
Over recent months NATO
members have agreed to expand
the alliance’s command structure
and ensure robust numbers of
battle-ready troops are on standby.
Under pressure from Mr. Trump, it
will also assume a greater role in
ﬁghting terrorism, not previously
a role for the organization.
At the summit, leaders are slated
to endorse many of these plans,
which were formally agreed last
month at the defense ministers’
meeting. The list of achievements
and plans means NATO ofﬁcials
believe they can present a story of
substance next week.
NATO Secretary-General Jens
Stoltenberg is likely at the summit
to give Mr. Trump much credit
for the alliance’s shift, as he did
at a White House meeting in May.
There, he said Mr. Trump’s “leadership has been important, and it
has had a real impact” in increasing
allied spending.
Mr. Trump told a rally in Montana on Thursday that Mr. Stoltenberg “is Trump’s biggest fan”
because of the spending increase.
Analysts say Mr. Stoltenberg
has developed a good relationship
with Mr. Trump and has capitalized
on this to speed change in alliance
structures and plans.
“Everything is in place for
a more positive scenario,” said
NATO Assistant Secretary-General
for Defense Investment Camille
Grand. “Then it’s just a question
of how things play out on the day.”

week, 38 percent of respondents said the party does
a better of job of handling immigration, compared to
30 percent who say Trump does a better job.
By comparison, 37 percent said Trump has a better
handle on border security, while 27 percent say congressional Democrats are better at dealing with the
issue, according to the same poll.
Republicans are eager to exploit the narrative that
Democrats are weak on border security, saying calls
to abolish ICE are a sign the party has grown out of
touch with moderate voters.
Cruz, during a campaign event last week, dismissed
eliminating the immigration agency as “radical” and
“nuts.”
Meanwhile, Trump is seizing on immigration as a
campaign issue as he looks to drum up support from
his base.
“A vote for Democrats in November is a vote to let
MS-13 run wild in our communities, to let drugs pour
into our cities, and to take jobs and beneﬁts away from
hardworking Americans,” Trump said in a tweet last
week. “Democrats want anarchy, amnesty and chaos
- Republicans want LAW, ORDER and JUSTICE!”
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By Timothy Cama
and Miranda Green
The Hill
Scott Pruitt will resign from his
position leading the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) on Friday,
following months of high-profile
controversies regarding his spending, ethics and management at the
agency.
In a tweet Thursday, President
Trump confirmed Pruitt’s departure,
saying he’s accepted the administrator’s resignation.
“I have accepted the resignation
of Scott Pruitt as the Administrator
of the Environmental Protection
Agency. Within the Agency Scott
has done an outstanding job, and I
will always be thankful to him for
this,” Trump tweeted.
Trump said Pruitt will be replaced on Monday by EPA Deputy
Administrator Andrew Wheeler, a
former energy lobbyist who was
confirmed in April for the post.
“I have no doubt that Andy will
continue on with our great and
lasting EPA agenda. We have made
tremendous progress and the future

of the EPA is very bright!”
In comments on Air Force One,
Trump said there was no “final
straw” that explained Pruitt’s departure. He said the Cabinet member
had indicated he did not want to be
a “distraction.”
“He’ll go on to great things and
he’s going to have a wonderful
life, I hope. But he felt that he did
not want to be a distraction for an
administration that he has a lot of
faith in,” Trump said.

He said the decision has been in
the works for “a couple of days.”
“We’ve been talking about it for
a little while,” Trump said.
In his resignation letter to President Trump on Thursday, Pruitt
cited “unrelenting attacks” as his
reason to leave the agency.
“It is extremely difficult for me
to cease serving you in this role first
because I count it a blessing to be
serving you in any capacity, but
also, because of the transformative

work that is occurring,” Pruitt wrote
Trump. “However, the unrelenting
attacks on me personally, my family, are unprecedented and have
taken a sizable toll on all of us.”
Pruitt signed his resignation
letter to Trump: “Your Faithful
Friend.”
Pruitt this week faced intensified criticism from reports that the
administrator maintained a secret,
internal calendar that he directed
aides to change from the public
version they released.
Pruitt’s former political aide,
Madeline Morris, confirmed to the
New York Times Thursday that
she believes she was fired from
the agency after pushing back on
directions to retroactively change
meetings on Pruitt’s calendar —
actions she learned were potentially
illegal.
Morris was hired in June 2017
as Pruitt scheduler. She raised red
flags after seeing changes related to
Pruitt’s trip to Italy on the calendar.
She told the Times she was fired
two days later in August 2017.
Former EPA political staffer

turned whistleblower Kevin
Chmielewski confirmed to The Hill
that he and Pruitt’s Chief of Staff
Ryan Jackson were responsible for
firing Morris for the changes.
Chmielewski said it was typical
of staffers to be “retaliated against
and assigned.”
He said he was fired from the
agency earlier this year after he
pushed back on a number of Pruitt’s
travel plans including use of first
class travel.
Chmielewski additionally confirmed the use of an internal calendar he said staffers kept out of the
public eye. CNN first reported on
the secret calendar Tuesday.
Pruitt has been engulfed in
high-profile scandals and under fire
by both parties in recent months
regarding spending taxpayer money
for travel and security, his close
relationships with lobbyists and
industry, and allegations he used
government resources and staff
for personal gain, among other
controversies.
He was facing more than 13
(See Pruitt Resigns, Page 7)

climate accords, a position that was
endorsed by the president.
In all of those instances, critics
accuse him of rolling back important safeguards and endangering
public and environmental health.
His defenders contend that he
has helped ease the regulatory burden on businesses in general and
the fossil fuel industry in particular.
In the end, however, he could not
survive a long and ever-growing list
of ethical issues.
Pruitt controversies include allegations surrounding his renting
a room from the wife of an energy
lobbyist for $50 per night, going
around the White House to get hefty
pay raises for key aides, asking
aides to run personal errands and

seeking employment for his wife.
Another tale that received plenty
of attention was one where Pruitt
reportedly sought to purchase a
used mattress from the Trump
International Hotel in Washington.
Someone in Trump’s orbit who
spoke to the president about Pruitt
in the days leading up to the EPA
director’s ouster called the mattress
story “the final straw.” The request
seemed tawdry to the president,
according to this source.
The same source stated he was
“not surprised” by Pruitt’s departure, and that the exit was “long
overdue.”
A separate source, a GOP strategist with ties to the White House,
(See EPA Policies, Page 7)

At EPA, Pruitt is gone but policies stay

By Niall Stanage
The Hill
Even members of President
Trump’s circle acknowledge that
Scott Pruitt’s departure from the
Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) was overdue.
But they also contend that his
ouster will not produce any noticeable change in policy. And
environmentalists worry they might
be right.
After months of ethics-related
controversies — his conduct was
being examined as part of no fewer than 15 probes — Pruitt finally
resigned on Thursday.
His replacement — at least on an
interim basis — is Andrew Wheeler, a Pruitt deputy whose resume
includes stints as a coal lobbyist
and as an aide to Sen. James Inhofe
(R-Okla.), perhaps the most prominent denier of climate change on
Capitol Hill.
That’s enough to leave environmental groups deeply concerned,
even as they welcome Pruitt’s
departure.
Fred Krupp, the president of
the Environmental Defense Fund,
told The Hill that “the work will
continue” aimed at “dismantling”
the EPA.
“Pruitt ran into so many problems due to his shoddy ethics,”
Krupp said. “But now [President]
Trump turns to Andy Wheeler
to do the same thing, out of the
limelight.”
Supporters of the administration
view the situation as the mirror
image of that scenario.
They argue that Pruitt’s controversies overshadowed his policy

Andrew Wheeler, a Scott Pruitt deputy, take interim helm of EPA.

work, which they consider valuable.
“Look, the allegations and controversy reached a critical mass,”
said one former Trump administration official. “Some of it is fair and
some is not, but there is no question
taxpayer resources were not being
properly used and there were clear
lapses in judgment.”
However, the former official
added: “Pruitt’s EPA has had a tremendous impact policy-wise that
will get overlooked in all of this.
The EPA was one of the most out of
control branches of the federal government and he brought it to heel.”
Trump paid tribute to Pruitt
in the hours after his resignation,
telling reporters aboard Air Force
One that he did “an outstanding
job.” The president also talked up
Wheeler, noting that he was “very
much an early Trump supporter.”
Pruitt’s record at the EPA is
deeply contentious. It includes a
decision to withdraw from former
President Obama’s Clean Power
Plan, a suspension of a key clean

water rule and a proposal to change
the way coal ash is treated.
He also advocated for the United
States to withdraw from the Paris

Hammond Pardon

(Continued from Page 1)
The Hammonds distanced themselves from the violent occupiers and
didn’t endorse the action.
One of the occupiers, Robert LaVoy Finicum, died, and a handful pleaded guilty to charges related to the occupation. But brothers Ammon and
Ryan Bundy, the accused leaders of the occupation, were not convicted.
In a statement Tuesday announcing the pardon, White House press
secretary Sarah Huckabee Sanders emphasized uncertainties in the case
and the prison terms and fines the Hammonds had already paid.
“The evidence at trial regarding the Hammonds’ responsibility for the
fire was conflicting, and the jury acquitted them on most of the charges,”
the White House said. “The Hammonds are devoted family men, respected
contributors to their local community, and have widespread support from
their neighbors, local law enforcement, and farmers and ranchers across
the West. Justice is overdue for Dwight and Steven Hammond, both of
whom are entirely deserving of these Grants of Executive Clemency.”
Both men are currently in prison on five-year sentences, thanks in part
to a 1996 antiterrorism law that imposed a mandatory minimum sentence
on certain crimes on federal land. The length of their prison terms, in part,
fueled outrage at their convictions.
Federal Judge Michael Robert Hogan originally gave the Hammonds
reduced sentences in 2012, arguing that the mandatory minimums were
unjust. But the Obama administration appealed, and federal Judge Ann
Aiken in 2015 imposed the full five-year sentences.
“This was unjust,” Sanders said in her statement. Dwight Hammond
has served about three years of his sentence and Steven Hammond has
served about four of his. Trump’s pardon will set them free.
Rep. Greg Walden (R-Ore.), who represents the area that includes
the Hammonds’ ranch, cheered Trump’s pardon as a win against federal
overreach.
“Today is a win for justice, and an acknowledgment of our unique way
of life in the high desert, rural West,” he said in a statement. “As ranchers
across eastern Oregon frequently tell me, the Hammonds didn’t deserve
a five year sentence for using fire as a management tool, something the
federal government does all the time.”
The Washington Post first reported last month that the Hammonds were
among a group Trump was considering for pardons or commutations,
including former Illinois Gov. Rod Blagojevich (D), celebrity businesswoman Martha Stewart and Alice Marie Johnson, a 63-year-old woman
whom celebrity Kim Kardashian West had advocated for.
Trump commuted Johnson’s sentence in June after she served 21 years.
The Hammonds are the eighth and ninth individuals granted clemency
by Trump. Others include conservative activist Dinesh D’Souza and former
Arizona Sheriff Joe Arpaio.
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Economy adds 213,000 jobs in June,
unemployment ticks up to 4 percent
By Vicki Needham
The Hill
The U.S. economy added a solid 213,000
jobs in June, a stronger number than expected and a sign of the labor market’s steady
strength even as concerns mount about President Trump’s trade policy.
The unemployment rate ticked up slightly
to 4 percent from 3.8 percent as more workers jumped into the labor market, the Labor
Department reported on Friday.
The economy has added jobs for 92
straight months, beginning in October 2010
under President Obama, the longest streak
on record.
Job gains also rose 37,000 more than previously reported in April and May.
“If any doubts lingered that slack in the labor force — the number of Americans on the
sidelines waiting for a good opportunity —
has been underestimated, they were quashed
with this report,” said Robert Frick, corporate
economist with Navy Federal Credit Union.
Unemployment rose as 601,000 people
entered the labor market and not all of them
found a job.
“This slack could be one reason why wage
growth disappointed again,” Frick said.
“The labor market must tighten more
before wage gains rival previous expansions
and American workers can fully enjoy the
fruits of this expansion,” he said.
Wage growth remained lackluster with
average hourly earnings up only 2.7 percent

Pruitt Resigns

for the year.
Fewer burdens on employers — tax and
regulatory cuts — have yet to yield better
pay for workers. Even with the slow rate
of pay growth, economists still expect that
paychecks will grow as the labor market
continues to tighten.
“The tight labor market is leading businesses to raise pay to retain their current
workers and attract new ones, and wage
growth will strengthen through the rest of
this year and into 2018,” said PNC Chief
Economist Gus Faucher.
The unemployment rate rose in June for
the first time since January 2017 but is expected to fall through the rest of the year to

(Continued from Page 6)
federal investigations over the
controversies, including from the
EPA’s Office of Inspector General,
the U.S. Office of Special Counsel
and the House Oversight and Government Reform Committee.
The Government Accountability
Office in April found him guilty of
overspending congressionally allocated money on a $43,000 soundproof booth built in his office to
provide privacy on personal calls.
Despite a nearly circuitous trend
of scandals surrounding Pruitt at
EPA, the administrator appeared
to walk away from most criticisms
unscathed.
Trump expressed confidence in
the embattled EPA chief as recently
as last month.
“Scott Pruitt is doing a great job
within the walls of the EPA. I mean,
we’re setting records,” Trump said
June 8, adding, “I’m not saying that
he’s blameless, but we’ll see what
happens.”
But Pruitt had been losing the
confidence of top White House
officials and career staffers at the
agency, and many of his closest
aides left as the scandals grew.
“The president feels as though
Scott Pruitt has done a really
good job with deregulating the

government, to allow for a thriving economy, that’s important to
him, but these things matter to the
president as well, and he’s looking
into those,” deputy White House
press secretary Hogan Gidley told
reporters July 3.
While the EPA head has been
under nearly constant criticism by
Democrats and environmentalists,
the most serious of his scandals
started earlier this year, with revelations that he flew first-class nearly
exclusive while traveling on the
taxpayers’ dime — costing at least
$105,000 in his first year on the
job — and that he had paid just $50
for each night he spent at a Capitol
Hill condo owned by Vicki Hart,
whose husband, J. Steven Hart, was
chairman of lobbying firm Williams
& Jensen.
Pruitt’s close dealings with lobbyists didn’t stop there. Industry
advocates were largely responsible
for planning some of Pruitt’s proposed and actual international trips,
including one to Morocco and a
canceled one to Australia.
The EPA also gave big raises
two top Pruitt aides in March, using
a special authority under a 1970s
law after the White House refused
to allow it. Pruitt told lawmakers in
April that he knew about the raises,

(Continued from Page 6)
also acknowledged that Pruitt’s resignation was “a long time coming.”
“He has been generating so
much negative publicity it has been
overwhelming any possible positive publicity regarding the polices
of the Trump administration,” this
person added. “He was getting the
job done but he could not sustain
it because he did not behave well,
personally — ethically — while in
office.”
Prominent progressives expressed glee at Pruitt’s departure.
Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) called
him the “the worst EPA administrator in the history of the agency.”

But House Minority Leader
Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.), while also
welcoming Pruitt’s exit, sounded
the alarm about Wheeler:
“It is deeply concerning that
the president has chosen to elevate
a coal lobby kingpin even more
focused than his predecessor on
advancing the toxic Trump agenda
and destroying critical protections
for the health and safety of families,” she said in a statement.
The former Trump administration official argued just the
opposite:
“The good work will continue,”
the official asserted. “Hopefully
with fewer distractions.”

EPA Policies

about 3.5 percent, Faucher said.
After revisions, job gains have averaged
211,000 per month over the past three
months.
But Trump’s decision to levy tariffs on
close U.S. allies has led to massive retaliatory
tariffs on U.S. exports, which trade experts
argue will cost jobs and damage the healthy
economy.
On Friday, the U.S. and China exchanged
tariffs of $34 billion on each other’s exports,
with billions more expected to come in the
months ahead.
Business groups, lawmakers and foreign
leaders have urged Trump to work with top
trading partners such as Mexico, Canada and

but did not know his chief of staff
Ryan Jackson would go around the
White House to implement them.
Pruitt has long been under fire
for spending taxpayer money.
He also doled out $43,000 for a
soundproof booth for his office, had
a round-the-clock security force
costing $3.5 million in his first year
and had the agency get him a new
SUV and bulletproof vests, all on
the taxpayers’ dime.
The Government Accountability
Office ruled that the soundproof
booth expenditure was illegal, because the EPA did not notify Congress that it would exceed a $5,000
cap on furnishing officials’ offices.
In more recent months, the
scandals have focused on allegations that he used EPA staff and his
security detail for personal reasons,
like shopping for apartments, finding jobs for his wife, buying a used
Trump International Hotel mattress
and tracking down a lotion he wanted from a Ritz-Carlton hotel.
Pruitt has defended much of the
security spending as a necessary
step, saying that he has faced an
unprecedented number of threats,
a contention that lawmakers have
disputed.
As for other scandals, Pruitt
has largely blamed the missteps
on staff, though he conceded he
may have been able to do more to
stop them.
“Some of the areas of criticism
are frankly areas where processes
at the agency were not properly
instituted to prevent certain abuses
from happen,” he said in a May 16
Senate hearing. “There have been
decisions over the last 16 months
or so that, as I look back on those
decisions, I would not make the
same decisions again.”
Pruitt has also been combative
in defending himself, frequently
blaming the scandals on the political left and the media.
Pruitt has consistently had allies
among congressional Republicans
and conservative commentators
who have cheered his deregulatory

the European Union on global trade.
“The major downside risk is trade,” Faucher said.
“Right now the tariffs imposed by the
United States, and the retaliation from its
trading partners, are limited and will have
minimal impact on U.S. and global economic
growth and the U.S. job market,” he said.
“But if the U.S. and other nations enter
into a full-fledged trade war with tit-for-tat
responses, global economic growth could
slow dramatically and weigh on the U.S.
economy, leading to much weaker job growth
by the end of the year.”
The Federal Reserve at its June meeting
noted that some businesses had expressed
concern about the “possible adverse effects of
tariffs and other proposed trade restrictions,
both domestically and abroad, on future investment activity.”
The Fed on Thursday noted that companies have “indicated that plans for capital
spending had been scaled back or postponed
as a result of uncertainty over trade policy.”
Steel and aluminum firms have said they
expect price increases after Trump imposed
tariffs of 25 percent on steel imports and 10
percent on aluminum coming into the United
States.
“There is no longer a ‘threat’ of a global
trade war, the battle has begun,” said Hun
Quach, vice president of international trade
for the Retail Industry Leaders Association.
(See Economy, Page 8)

actions, but even that has faltered.
“He’s hurting the president because he has, I’m sorry, bad judgment after bad judgment after bad
judgment,” conservative host Laura
Ingraham said on her radio show
in June. “If you want to drain the
swamp, you’ve got to have people
in it who forgo personal benefits,
and don’t send your aides around
doing personal errands on the taxpayer dime. Otherwise, you make
everybody else look bad.”
Pruitt, 50, had led the EPA
since the Senate confirmed him
52-46, mostly along party lines, in
February 2017. He was previously
Oklahoma’s attorney general and
made a name for himself for filing high-profile lawsuits against
Obama administration policies,
including more than a dozen against
the agency he went on to lead.
Pruitt has been one of the most
polarizing figures in the Trump
administration, detested by the left
for his aggressive environmental
deregulatory agenda and embraced
on the right.
He worked quickly to make
changes at the agency during his
17 months in office, having taken
dozens of actions to roll back or
change major Obama administration and other policies including
the Clean Power Plan, Clean Water
Rule and methane standards for oil
and natural gas drillers, and had
been seen as being in good favor
with Trump.
An EPA spokesperson earlier
Thursday defended Pruitt’s scandals by highlighting those same
regulatory rollbacks.
“From advocating to leave the
Paris Accord, working to repeal
Obama’s Clean Power Plan and
Waters of the United States, declaring a war on lead and cleaning up
toxic Superfund sites, Administrator Pruitt is focused on advancing
President Trump’s agenda of regulatory certainty and environmental
stewardship spokesperson,” the
spokesperson said in a statement
to The Hill.

Pruitt announced amid the scandals that he would seek to ease
greenhouse gas emissions standards for cars set by the Obama
administration, endorsing the auto
industry’s argument that they are
unattainable because consumers
are buying bigger cars. He also
rolled out a controversial science
“transparency” initiative, proposing
to restrict the agency from using
scientific findings whose methodology and data are not sufficiently
public or reproducible.
Supporters often said Pruitt was
one of the most effective Cabinet
members in the Trump administration. And opponents said Pruitt
was very active and aggressive in
his deregulatory mission, but often
ran afoul of the courts.
Wheeler had long been seen by
both supporters and opponents of
Trump has a Pruitt replacement
who could accomplish the same
regulatory goals without the scandals. That will be put to the test
starting Monday.
“There’s a guy behind him, Andrew Wheeler, who’s really qualified too. So that might be a good
swap,” Sen. Jim Inhofe (R-Okla.),
for whom Wheeler used to work,
told Ingraham in June.
Wheeler is in line with most of
the GOP’s priorities for the EPA,
including removing what they see
as barriers to industries like oil, gas
and coal.
However, Wheeler demurred
when it came to suggestions that he
was primed to take over for Pruitt,
telling the Hill as recently as last
week in an interview that he wasn’t
interested in Pruitt’s job.
“I’m the deputy administrator,
that’s the position I signed up for,
that’s the position I wanted. I didn’t
want to be the administrator, still
don’t want to be the administrator,”
he said.
“I’m here to help Administrator
Pruitt with his agenda and President
Trump’s agenda for the agency.
That’s what my job is.”
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Trump delivers another promise to
conservatives with Supreme Court
By Jenny Beth Martin
President Trump kept another promise
Monday evening when he nominated Brett
Kavanaugh, a judge on the D.C. Circuit
Court of Appeals, to fill the vacancy on the
Supreme Court created by Justice Anthony
Kennedy’s resignation. So begins the next
chapter in the ongoing struggle to define
American jurisprudence.
Kavanaugh is a nominee with excellent
academic and professional credentials. As a
law clerk to three federal judges, including
Supreme Court Justice Anthony Kennedy,
whom he will be replacing, Kavanaugh began
his career after graduating from Yale Law
School working with some of the leading
lights of the federal judiciary.
He learned well. Drawing from his more
than 300 opinions as a judge on the D.C.
Circuit Court of Appeals, considered by many
to be the second most important court in the
land, with three of the nine current justices
themselves alumni, the Supreme Court has
endorsed his opinions more than a dozen
times. Some of his dissents served as the basis
for later Supreme Court rulings.
More importantly for conservatives,
Kavanaugh has demonstrated over the years
his belief that the proper role of a judge is
to interpret and apply the law as written, not
legislate from the bench. To that end, he once
wrote, “The judge’s job is to interpret the law,
not to make the law or make policy. So read
the words of the statute as written. Read the
text of the Constitution as written, mindful
of history and tradition. Don’t make up new
constitutional rights that are not in the text
of the Constitution. Don’t shy away from
enforcing constitutional rights that are in the
text of the Constitution.”

That, in one paragraph, summarizes the
legal philosophy conservatives have been
seeking to emplace in the judiciary for decades. And that, depressingly (but not surprisingly), mattered not one whit to the protesters
gathered outside the Supreme Court. Before
the president unveiled his choice in the East
Room Monday evening – before, mind you
– hundreds of leftist protesters gathered in
front of the Supreme Court to denounce the
unnamed nominee. They didn’t even know
who it would be, but that did not prevent
them from denouncing him.
And the “we’ll-attack-him-before-weknow-who-he-is” tactics weren’t confined
to outside groups. Pennsylvania Democratic
Senator Bob Casey, Jr., announced on Monday, hours before President Trump revealed
his choice, that he would oppose the president’s pick. Another Senate Democrat said,
“We are looking at destruction of the Constitution of the United States as far as I can tell.”
The left’s playbook is tiresome. And

I’m not the only one who thinks so. Since
the president’s announcement, I’ve been
receiving calls, text messages, and emails
from grassroots leaders and activists across
the country, sharing their excitement at the
nomination and asking for guidance on what
they could do to help ensure Kavanaugh’s
confirmation.
I shared in their enthusiasm, and thanked
them for helping make the nomination possible in the first place – I reminded them that it
was the hard work they did in 2014 (when Tea
Party Patriots activists and supporters all over
the country worked to help flip nine seats in
the Senate to move it in a more conservative
direction) and 2016 (when Tea Party Patriots activists and supporters worked to elect
Donald Trump in the general election) that
was now being paid off.
For several Senate Democrats running for
reelection in states Trump won in 2016 – Joe
Manchin in West Virginia, Joe Donnelly in
Indiana, Heidi Heitkamp in North Dakota,

Claire McCaskill in Missouri, Bill Nelson
in Florida, and Jon Tester in Montana – the
Kavanaugh nomination forces them to face
a perilous decision: ignore their constituents
just weeks before the election by voting
against Kavanaugh, or enrage their base
voters by supporting the president’s nominee.
For Manchin, Donnelly, and Heitkamp
– each of whom voted last year to confirm
President Trump’s first Supreme Court nominee, Justice Neil Gorsuch – the stakes are
particularly high. Having decided to abandon their national base and vote with their
constituents instead the first time, does that
make it easier or harder for them to do the
same a second time? Do they think their vote
for Gorsuch affords them a pass so they can
vote against Kavanaugh? Or do they believe
that casting a vote against Trump’s second
nominee will make them vulnerable to the
charge of flip-flopping – or worse, the charge
of having no firmly grounded stances at all?
They’ll have to make those judgments
on their own. Meanwhile, Tea Party Patriots
activists and supporters will be doing what
we do best – working to make sure those
senators and others know that we expect them
to represent their constituents’ interests, even
if that means upsetting their Democrat donors
and left-wing base. After a day or two to celebrate the nomination of a thought leader who
could help lock in a conservative Supreme
Court majority for the next generation, we’ll
be back to work organizing, calling, texting,
emailing, tweeting, and contacting our senators to help ensure that confirmation. Because
that’s our playbook.
*****
Jenny Beth Martin is president of Tea
Party Patriots Citizens Fund.

VA nominee heads to full Senate confirmation
By Nathaniel Weixel
The Hill
R o b e r t Wi l k i e , P r e s i d e n t
Trump’s nominee to lead the Department of Veterans Affairs, is one
step closer to confirmation after a
Senate panel Monday voted to send
his nomination to the floor.
In a voice vote, the Senate Veterans Affairs Committee voted nearly
unanimously to approve Wilkie’s
nomination. Sen. Bernie Sanders
(I-Vt.) voted against it.
Wilkie, who served as acting
VA secretary until he stepped down
after being nominated for secretary,
is a Washington insider with years
of administrative experience who
has previously worked on Capitol
Hill as well as in the Pentagon for
two presidents.
He’s drawn praise from both
Republicans and Democrats, and
outside advocacy groups hope he
will avoid getting mired in the same
ongoing fight over privatization

Economy

(Continued from Page 7)
“Americans are caught in the
crosshairs of the administration’s
three-front trade war, and they
will be the ones paying the price,”
Quach said.
“The recent onslaught of tariffs
will jeopardize manufacturing and
agriculture jobs in the U.S. while
driving up prices on household
items.”
Retailers shed 22,000 jobs last
month after adding 25,000 in May.
Manufacturers, which added
36,000 jobs in June, also expressed
concern about the use of tariffs
to force China to change its trade
policies.
“Tariffs have not and will not
solve the existing problems in China,” said National Association of
Manufacturers President and CEO
Jay Timmons.
“Tariffs will bring retaliation
and possibly more tariffs,” Timmons said.
“No one wins in a trade war,
and it is America’s manufacturing
workers and working families who
will bear the brunt of continued
tariffs.”
A separate report released
Thursday by private payroll processor ADP showed that American
companies added 177,000 workers
last month, fewer than the 189,000
added in May.
But amid the labor market’s expansion, there is growing concern
about the shrinking labor pool, with
the unemployment rate expected
to eventually fall to historically
low levels.
Mark Zandi, chief economist at
Moody’s Analytics who oversees
the ADP report, said the top problem for U.S. businesses is finding
qualified workers.

that beset his predecessor, former
Secretary David Shulkin.
Wilkie sailed through the committee’s confirmation hearing last
month. He vowed to raise morale
at an agency that lawmakers say

has been beset by internal politics.
He said he would stand up to
the White House and the VA’s
political leaders to implement his
agenda, even if it means disagreeing at times with President Trump.

“At the current pace of job
growth, if sustained, this problem is
set to get much worse,” Zandi said.
“These labor shortages will only
intensify across all industries and
company sizes,” he said.
The Fed also said that “labor
market conditions continued to
strengthen in recent months” and
gross domestic product (GDP) “appeared to be rising at a solid rate in
the first half of the year.”
Despite robust jobs growth
during the first three months of
the year, the economy’s expansion
slowed to a 2 percent annual pace,
down from the 2.2 percent rate
initially reported.
Economists are expecting a
stronger April-June quarter, with
growth estimates in the 4 percent

range.
Many sectors continue to see
strong growth.
Employment in professional and
business services increased 50,000
in June and has risen by 521,000
over the year.
Construction employment rose
13,000 in June and has increased
282,000 over the year.
Health-care payrolls jumped
25,000 for the month, increasing
by a total of 309,000 for the year.
Mining employment continued
on an upward trend in June, adding
5,000 jobs last month. The industry
has added 95,000 jobs since a low
point in October 2016.
Retailers lost 22,000 jobs last
month after a gain of 25,000 in
May.
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Importantly for Democrats, Wilkie
pledged to oppose privatization.
“My commitment to you is I will
oppose efforts to privatize,” even if
it runs counter to the White House
agenda, Wilkie said. “I am opposed
to the privatization of the Veterans
Affairs Department.”
During the confirmation hearing,
Committee Ranking Member Jon
Tester (D-Mont.) said he thinks
Wilkie is the right candidate to
return the VA back to its roots as an
agency that serves veterans regardless of political agendas.
“Recently we have seen VA
political cronies work actively and
publicly to undermine a secretary
and a deputy secretary who were
unanimously confirmed by the
Senate,” Tester said.
He noted the VA’s official media
account has recently been attacking
reporters as “fake news” and the
voices of political interest groups
have been prioritized over veterans

interest groups.
“Robert, I need to know you are
the guy who understands the VA has
larger challenges, and I think you
do,” Tester said.
Wilkie’s nomination follows the
fall of Ronny Jackson, Trump’s personal physician, who the president
nominated to head the VA after
Shulkin. Jackson faced questions
about his experience and ability to
lead the second-largest bureaucracy
in the federal government.
Jackson was ultimately forced
to withdraw his nomination after
allegations — publicly detailed by
Tester — surfaced that he mishandled prescription drugs, drank on
the job and created a “hostile” work
environment.
Unlike Jackson, Wilkie has
already been through an executive vetting process, when he was
nominated for Pentagon posts
under Trump and former President
George W. Bush.
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5 things to watch as Trump
heads to NATO summit
By Rebecca Kheel
The Hill
President Trump will arrive in
Brussels on Tuesday night with an
eye toward pushing allied members
of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) to boost their
defense budgets.
Despite Trump’s push, the
heads-of-state confab risks being
overshadowed by growing tensions
between the U.S. president and
European allies, Trump’s policies
outside of NATO and his summit
with Russian President Vladimir
Putin, which is scheduled to take
place days later.
U.S. ambassador to NATO Kay
Bailey Hutchison told reporters
last week that the theme of this
year’s summit will be “strength and
unity.” And while NATO’s secretary-general noted that the alliance
has survived past disputes, he has
acknowledged growing divisions
among allies.
On the heels of a tense summit
for the Group of Seven (G-7) industrialized nations last month, NATO
watchers are hoping leaders put on
a happy face in Brussels and get
through the meeting without any
major incidents.
Here are five things to watch at
this week’s summit:
Do Trump and other
leaders get along?
Allies largely played nice with
Trump in the early days of his
presidency, hoping to charm him
into changing his position on issues
such as the Paris climate agreement,
tariffs and the Iran nuclear deal.
But Trump defied those efforts
and has openly criticized other
world leaders, leading to various
disputes with the heads of global
powers that have long relied on
the U.S.
The G-7 appeared to mark a
turning point, with Angela Merkel’s
office releasing a photo of the
German chancellor staring down
a cross-armed Trump. And for
days after the summit, as Trump
prepared for his historic meeting
with North Korea’s Kim Jong Un,
the president feuded with Canadian
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau.
After Trudeau said Canada
would retaliate against Trump’s
“kind of insulting” tariffs, Trump
called Trudeau “very dishonest and
weak” in a tweet and said that the

United States would not be signing
the G-7’s joint communiqué because of “Justin’s false statements.”
Shortly after his initial volley
against Trudeau and French President Emmanuel Macron on Twitter
amid the rolling trade disputes,
Trump insisted during a news
conference that relations between
the U.S. and allied nations was
never better, stating, “The level
of relationship is a 10. Angela
[Merkel], Emmanuel [Macron],
Justin [Trudeau]. I would say the
relationship is a 10.”
Merkel has drawn particular
rancor from Trump, with him tweeting last month that “the people of
Germany are turning against their
leadership.” And at a campaign
rally in Montana last week, Trump
also hinted he has told Merkel the
U.S. might change its military
posture if Germany doesn’t spend
more on defense.
“I said, you know, Angela, I
can’t guarantee it, but we’re protecting you, and it means a lot more
to you than protecting us because I
don’t know how much protection
we get by protecting you,” Trump
said.
What happens on
defense spending?
During Trump’s riff at the rally
in Montana on Thursday night
where he called out Merkel, Trump
also labeled the United States
“schmucks” for how much it spends
compared to allies.

“I’m going to tell NATO, you
got to start paying your bills. The
United States is not going to take
care of everything,” Trump said.
“We are the schmucks that are
paying for the whole thing,” he
added later.
Greater burden sharing is a refrain that Trump has sounded since
his 2016 campaign. But he’s upped
the pressure recently, sending letters to Merkel, Trudeau and other
NATO leaders suggesting the possibility of a change in U.S. military
posture if they don’t increase their
defense spending.
Just eight of NATO’s 29 members meet or are expected to meet
this year the alliance’s goal of
spending 2 percent of their gross
domestic product on defense: the
United States, United Kingdom,
Greece, Poland, Latvia, Estonia,
Romania and Lithuania. The goal
was set at the 2014 Wales summit,
where allies agreed to meet the
target by 2024.
Despite growing animosity
between Trump and other NATO
leaders, experts are expecting allies
to continue a four-year trend of upward spending because allies have
realized they need to spend more
independently of the U.S.
“The Europeans are starting to
recognize that they may have to
think about what it may look like
without the United States there
for them,” said James Goldgeier, a
professor of international relations

Spicer and Hicks.
His hiring was all but officially
decided since late last month. Shine
was seen at the White House multiple times this week, most recently
being spotted on Thursday afternoon entering Trump’s motorcade
ahead of the president’s planned trip
to Montana.
Shine has ties to figures at Fox
News who are close with the president, including conservative talk
show host Sean Hannity. Their
relationship has sparked criticism
that the network has too close of a
relationship with the White House.
Some conservatives have also
warned Trump against hiring Shine.
Conservative legal activist Larry
Klayman this week urged prosecutors to investigate Shine for alleged
crimes that took place during his

tenure at Fox, including efforts to
silence Ailes’s accusers.
“President Trump is not anti-women’s rights, but he has been
unfairly branded as such by the
leftist media in a further attempt to
harm his presidency and to try to
drive him from office,” Klayman
said in a statement. “The president
does not need unnecessary controversy at this time by naming Shine
to what is in effect a deputy of chief
of staff in charge of communications and messaging.”
Trump has long faced sexual harassment allegations from multiple
women, all of which he has denied.
The White House earlier this year
faced widespread condemnation for
its handling of abuse accusations
against former staff secretary Rob
Porter.

Ex-Fox News exec Bill Shine
to join the White House staff

By Jordan Fabian
The Hill
President Trump on Thursday
announced that former Fox News
executive Bill Shine will join the
White House as deputy chief of
staff for communications.
The White House said in a brief
statement that Shine “brings over
two decades of television programming, communications experience
to the role.”
Shine’s formal title is assistant
to the president and deputy chief of
staff for communications.
The announcement ended months of speculation about
whether Shine would formally join
Trump’s team at the White House.
The hire is expected to generate
controversy and pushback against
Trump.
Shine left Fox last year amid
scrutiny over his handling of sexual harassment allegations against
powerful figures at the network.
Those charges led to the
high-profile departures of former
Fox News Chairman and CEO Roger Ailes, for whom Shine served as
a top lieutenant, and former primetime host Bill O’Reilly. Shine was
named co-president of the network
after Ailes was ousted.
Shine was never officially accused of wrongdoing but faced
accusations that he looked the other
way as claims of harassment and
discrimination mounted.
The former Fox bigwig will fill
the communications director role
left by Hope Hicks earlier this year.
Shine faces a difficult task: fixing a communications shop that has
been riddled by infighting and high
turnover. He will be the fifth person
to lead the team since Trump’s inauguration. The others were Anthony
Scaramucci, Michael Dubke, Sean

An outreach
program to help
the homeless to
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at American University.
Will counterterrorism
be a focus?
During the presidential campaign, Trump railed against NATO
as “obsolete” for what he saw as a
lack of focus on counterterrorism.
NATO supporters pushed back
on that, highlighting that the only
time allies have invoked the mutual
defense pact known as Article 5 was
after the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist
attacks on the United States.
Last year’s NATO heads-ofstate meeting took place days after
a terrorist attack in Manchester,
England, putting a spotlight on the
counterterrorism part of the agenda.
At the meeting, NATO officially
joined the coalition battling the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria (ISIS),
a largely symbolic move that had
been in the works for years but took
on added importance amid Trump’s
criticisms.
This year, Hutchison told reporters that counterterrorism will
again be a priority for Trump at
the summit.
In line with that, allies are expected to officially launch NATO’s
bigger training mission in Iraq to
help stabilize the country post-ISIS.
Hutchinson also said Trump
will continue to make the case for
allies to extend their commitment
to Afghanistan, following his announcement of a new strategy last
summer that is based on conditions
on the ground instead of timelines.
Is Putin the elephant
in the room?
Last month’s G-7 in Canada was
marred by Trump’s statement on
the way there that Russia should
be readmitted to the group. Russia
was kicked out in 2014 because of
its annexation of Crimea, a move
Western nations maintain was
illegal.
Now, days after Trump meets
with NATO leaders, he will head
to Helsinki, Finland, for a summit
with Putin. That summit is expected to kick off with a one-on-one
meeting between Trump and Putin.
NATO was founded as a buttress
against the Soviet Union and has
shifted its focus back to Russia
after its incursion in Ukraine. In
the call with reporters, Hutchison
said that NATO’s “strengthened
deterrence and defense” is needed
in light of the “the malign activities

of Russia.”
But allies are nervous about
Trump being in a room alone with
Putin and what concessions he
might make in an effort to forge a
deal, such as whether he will recognize Russia’s claim over Crimea.
Trump has left the door open to
doing so, saying “we’re going to
have to see.”
Allies are also worried about
Trump unilaterally scuttling military exercises in Europe. Trump
decided to cancel joint military
exercises with South Korea during
his summit with Kim last month.
In doing so, Trump labeled the
exercises “provocative,” an argument Putin has made against NATO
exercises in Eastern Europe.
Do non-NATO issues
spoil the mood?
While allies are rankled about
Trump’s comments on spending
and military posture, much of the
strain in U.S. relations with allies
has come from issues technically
outside the scope of NATO.
That includes Trump’s 25 percent tariffs on imported steel and
10 percent tariffs on imported aluminum from the European Union
and Canada, as well as Trump’s
decision to withdraw from the Iran
nuclear agreement and Paris climate accord against allies’ wishes.
Ahead of the NATO defense
minister’s meeting last month,
NATO Secretary-General Jens
Stoltenberg said those represent
“serious disagreements” among
allies. He also warned in a Guardian
op-ed weeks later that “nowhere is
it written in stone that the transatlantic bond will always thrive.”
But he’s also said NATO can
continue with its “core tasks” in
spite of the divisions.
“We have to remember that we
have seen differences before, all
the way back to the 1950s where
NATO allies disagreed on the Suez
crisis or when France decided to
leave the command structure in
the 1960s or the Iraq War in 2003,”
Stoltenberg said.
“So it’s nothing new that there
are differences between NATO allies, and what we have seen again
and again is that we have been able
to unite around NATO’s core task
to protect and defend each other
despite those differences.”
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Project Neon’s “Main Event”
reaches the half-way point
Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
Nevada Department of Transportation (NDOT) announces a
major milestone of “The Main
Event” — the project has reached
the half-way point of the third and
final phase of work for Project
Neon.
During the first half of “The
Main Event,” construction crews
demolished nine bridges, started
construction on 12 bridges, opened
the new MLK Boulevard/Pinto
Lane on-ramp to southbound Interstate 15 and the new southbound
Interstate 15 off-ramp to Charleston
Boulevard, started building the new
general purpose lanes and southbound ramp braiding, erected two
Active Traffic Management (ATM)
signs (including the first 12-foot
tall message sign), and completed
the roadway cut for new High

Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) exit/
entrance ramps from the center of
Interstate 15.
Starting next week, motorists
will see the following changes on
Interstate 15:
—Northbound and southbound
Interstate 15 will be reduced to one
lane in each direction from Monday,
July 9, at 11 p.m. to Tuesday, July
10, at 6 a.m. and again on Tuesday,
July 10, at 11 p.m. to Wednesday,
July 11, at 6 a.m.
—Interstate 15 lanes between
Alta Drive and D Street will be
shifted to the west, onto the new
I-15 southbound lanes, for the next
half of “The Main Event”
—D Street on-ramp to southbound Interstate 15 will open on
Tuesday, July 10, by 6 a.m.
—Northbound I-15 off-ramp to
D Street will close on Tuesday, July

10, at 11 p.m. and remain closed
through mid-November.
Overall, Project Neon is 73 percent complete. Work on the project
is slated to wrap up in Summer
2019.
Motorists are strongly encouraged to use the Waze navigation app
for trouble-free travel. Motorists
should use caution while travelling

through the work zone, heed construction signage, and take alternate
detour routes, if possible. Check
the Project Neon website (NDOTProjectNeon.com) or Facebook,
LinkedIn, and Twitter pages (@
NDOTProjectNeon) for up to date
information. There is also a free
smart phone app available, plus a
hotline available in both English

and Spanish at: 702-293-NEON
(6366). NDOT works with Waze
to inform the public about planned
highway restrictions, but unscheduled construction changes, closures
and restrictions are possible due to
weather or other factors. For the
latest state highway conditions,
visit nvroads.com or call 511 before
driving.

Be heard anywhere
in the world
(only $50 per hour)

RadioTribune Special
12 hours only $400
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(Payment due upon contract signing)

• Talk Shows • Infomercials •
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www.RadioTribune.com
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Call (702) 272-4634

Email: Advertisement@LasVegasTribune.com

RadioTribune Lineup
‘Open Mic’
Every Tuesday and
Thursday at 11:00 a.m.,
Gordon Martines hosts
“Open Mic,” a popular
RadioTribune.com show.
The Anti-Corruption Coalition of Nevada is the
basis for and theme of
“Open Mic.”
Gordon Martines was
a career police officer
with 39 years of on-thejob Law Enforcement
experience. Past cases
involving Kevin Daley,
Trayvon Cole and a variety of other covered-up
criminal cases, and a

billion dollars worth of
missing taxpayer money,
are discussed in depth
and at length on the show.
Martines spent four
years as police officer
with the Hermosa Beach
Police Department before
moving here and resuming his police career in
Las Vegas as a Detective
in the Robbery/Homicide
Bureau, retiring from the
Las Vegas Metropolitan
Police Department after
36 years of police service.
The amount of corruption and cover-ups by ex-

ecutive Police Administrative officers witnessed
by Martines inside the
department led to his decision to contest the good
ol’ boy’s club and run
for Clark County Sheriff
three times against what
he knew were almost insurmountable odds.
“Open Mic” carries the
voice the LVMPD does
not want you to hear, yet
it is always there, every
Tuesday and Thursday
at 11:00 a.m. on www.radiotribune.com. Tune in!
*****
‘Face The Tribune’
Face the Tribune is
heard every Monday
through Friday at 12
noon, hosted by Rolando
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Larraz.
For the last five years
“Face The Tribune” has
been the premier show
for interviews with politicians, civil service workers, government officials
and activists, and a voice
for those everyday citizens who needed to air
their legal grievances.
The Las Vegas Tribune
newspaper has been a
part of the Las Vegas
community for over 18
years and is the only independent newspaper in
Clark County.
“Face The Tribune”
was established as a voice
for the people of Las Vegas and is the only news
platform where judges,

city councilmen, local
businessmen and women, as well as Mr. or Ms.
Local Citizen, can voice
their opinions and share
the issues that pertain to
Las Vegas.
The show’s host, Rolando Larraz, has been a
journalist in Clark County for over 50 years. He
has been a fixture in the
community and a highly
respected publisher who
has covered local news
and events in Las Vegas
since the mid-’60s. For
stories and information
not available anywhere
else in Las Vegas, tune
into “Face The Tribune”
Monday through Friday
at 12:00 noon.

KIOF 97.9 FM

“Welcome to
Fabulous Las
Vegas Public
Radio and the
Entertainment
Capital of
the World”
YOUR LOCAL COMMUNITY NON
PROFIT 501 C 3 RADIO STATION

(Federal Charitable taxpayer ID # 45-4388579)

See www.lasvegaspublicradio.org
(www.lvpr.org)
Now with more than 1.506 Million
hits to our website to date as
we begin our 3rd year!
400 S. 4th St., Suite 500
Las Vegas, NV 89101

(702) 425-4088

Face the
Tribune
‘Face the Tribune’ is hosted
by Rolando Larraz
Monday thru Friday
at 12 noon
on www.RadioTribune.com

Tune in to
RadioTribune
www.RadioTribune.com
New Call-In Line:
(702) 983-0711

Tune in and listen to those who will tell you the truth,
and nothing but the truth. You’ll discover different
personalities and hear different opinions, but when it
comes to the facts, you’ll always get the truth from us!
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A government big enough to give you everything you want, is strong enough to take everything you have. — Thomas Jefferson

Our Point of View

Departure of Ms. Sinatra
should be a win-Wynn

The Las Vegas daily newspaper reported in yesterday’s
(Tuesday, July 10, 2018) edition that Las Vegas Wynn
Resorts general counsel and corporate secretary, Kim
Sinatra, was leaving her post without explaining why she
did not inform the Board of her knowledge of company
founder and CEO Steve Wynn’s sexual harassment behavior toward employees during her years with the company.
The newspaper claims that Wynn’s former wife of forty-six years and the largest shareholder in the corporation,
Elaine Wynn, questioned whether Sinatra should receive
as much as $9.5 million in severance pay.
For several months the daily newspaper had attacked
the reputation of the Wynn Resorts founder and CEO and
also had attacked the integrity of a few executives with
Las Vegas Convention and Visitors Authority without
disclaiming that the newspaper owner is also an owner of
Las Vegas resorts, which competes with the same clientele
and the same market as Wynn Resorts and a convention
center that also competes for the same business as Las
Vegas Convention and Visitors Authority.
For the last few months the daily newspaper not once
has offered any information as to whether any executive
of that company has ever been accused of sexual impropriety with any employee.
The gaming company owned by the same owner of
the local daily newspaper is one of the biggest gaming
companies in the market; are we to believe that employees working there never had a twinge of lust or a sexual
desire, or an impulse of some kind on the sexual side?
How strange that that only happened at the Wynn Resorts,
which the daily newspaper would of course report on.
But to be more fair and more balanced on the subject, two other companies in Las Vegas are as big as the
Wynn Resorts and the owner of the daily newspaper’s
other gaming house, with about as many employees as
the others, and no one else has been accused of sexual
misbehavior or anything close to that.
The owner of the daily newspaper is the owner of the
Venetian Hotel and the Sands Corporation; his name is
Sheldon Adelson and he apparently only hires saints —
people who can control their impulses when it comes to
sex. That must be it.
Even priests or religious people do not know how
to control their sexual urges, but Adelson’s employees
obviously do.
Most people in Las Vegas may not be surprised about
the allegations published in the daily newspaper because
the newspaper owner is a gaming competitor of Wynn’s
and some either don’t believe them or do not take them
seriously because most of the allegations are as old as
some of those women, as long as Las Vegas has been a
gaming Mecca.
Ms. Wynn has consistently declined to speak to the
media and attorney for Ms. Wynn has said the notion
that she instigated the Journal’s article “is just not true.”
Why she is coming out with statements about Ms.
Sinatra now, a person with whom she has worked hand
in hand, a person with whom she likely shared lunches
— and a person she likely had confided in and shared
confidential business and/or personal secrets with — is
anyone’s guess.
Working in the casino industry is something that not
many people may be able to handle; it’s an industry
where backstabbing is the norm, hypocrisy is an everyday reality, double-crossing is expected, and lying and
bullsh***ing is the everyday reality regardless of where
one works.
From the kitchen to the restaurants, to the front of the
house to the executive suites, no one is exempt from that
type of life in the gaming industry, and Ms. Sinatra was in
the middle of it all, and nine million is not a bad amount
to receive to help recuperate one’s sanity.
We believe that Ms. Sinatra deserves that nine million
plus, and we believe that Elaine Wynn should be happy
with her divorce settlement that allows her to still be the
largest shareholder of the company her husband built,
and she should start enjoying trips, cruises and playing
the ponies.
We believe that Ms. Wynn should demand that the daily
newspaper stop attacking her former husband unjustifiably and be happy with the money she inherited for the
years she spent by her husband’s side, which may not
have been too pleasant.
Perhaps she should help someone start publishing another newspaper to write about Sheldon Adelson and the
Sands Corporation and uncover their sexual cover-ups,
since he apparently thinks he is without sin, because he
“cast the first stone.”

Forget PILT checks, transfer
federal land to Nevada

By Thomas Mitchell
of federal land,” said Nevada Sen.
It’s that time of year again, when
Dean Heller in a statement. “That is
counties in Nevada and across the
why I welcome the Department of the
West squat on the street corner with
Interior’s announcement that Nevada
their alms cups extended anxiously
will receive nearly $27 million in
awaiting the tinkling sound of a few
PILT payments, and increase of more
coins from the federal till — otherthan $800,000 from last year. This
wise known as Payment in Lieu of
additional funding will help ensure
Taxes (PILT) — and certain politithat Nevada’s rural communities can
cians pound their chests and boast
continue to provide public services
of their generosity.
such as law enforcement and road
Since 1977 Congress has parsimaintenance. As a strong supporter
moniously paid out pennies on the
of the PILT program, I thank Secacre to local governments to make
retary (Ryan) Zinke for recognizing
ThoMaS MiTchell
up for the land the federal governmy state’s needs and reaffirming his
ment controls but on which it pays no local property commitment to Nevada’s rural communities.”
Sen. Catherine Cortez Masto also chimed in with a
taxes. Since 85 percent of Nevada land is controlled
by various federal agencies that is a lot of property nearly verbatim crowing, “I applaud the Department
of Interior for awarding nearly $27 million to our rural
tax to forgo.
In a recent press release the Interior Department counties through the PILT program — an increase of
announced it is doling out $552.8 million in PILT $800,000 from last year. These funds are vital to local
payments this year. Of that, Nevada counties are slated governments to provide essential services and enable
local leaders to invest in development projects.”
to net almost $27 million.
“Given that 85 percent of Nevada’s lands are
Secretary Zinke put out a statement noting his Monmanaged by the federal government, the PILT pro- tana roots and saying, “Rural America, especially states
gram makes it possible for communities in Nevada to out west with large federal land holdings, play a big part
(See Mitchell, Page 13)
maintain critical public services across large swaths

Pain of never getting to say goodbye
By Perly Viasmensky
Death is something we all comprehend is inevitable; we are well aware that when we came into this
world we also came in with a departure date marked
upon our lives. The thing is, however, that we know
our date of birth but nobody knows that departure
date, when we will be called by the Good Lord to go
live with Him.
Losing a mother, a brother or any other close
relative is a pain forever engraved in our hearts, but
when a good friend dies, there are no words that can
fill the emptiness in our lives. Even worse is when
our constant communications by phone or emails
stop abruptly and we have no idea what could be
happening.
My friend’s name was Idania Figueredo; we were
friends since second grade. She was what I called the
replica of a Christmas bell: even in the most difficult
moments Idania had a funny word to make us laugh
for no reason at all.
Our constant telephone conversations lasted two to
three hours and we always had something to remember, to discuss and to laugh about.
She always spoke her mind, but always in a very

funny way, without insulting anyone. Idania loved
fruits and one day she went to a store in Miami to buy
oranges (in many places in Latin America people call
oranges china) and the guy at the fruit store told her to
buy some because they were very good and sweet. She
asked the man, “Where do these oranges come from?”
The guy responded, “China.” She looked at the man
and told him, “I know they are ‘chinas,’ but where do
they come from?” The man looked at her and repeated,
“I told you, China.” Idania, who refused to buy a thing
coming from another country, told him with a big smile,
“When all the orange plantations in the state of Florida
dry up, then I will come looking for you.”
We spoke last November 21, a day very special and
important to all of us alumni of the Lestonnac Catholic
School. We spoke again on Christmas and joked about
the deleted words of “Happy Holidays” when going
shopping, and the pleasure of once again being able to
say “Merry Christmas” again.
By the end of December we sent each other an email
and spoke on the phone for another three hours, wishing
each other a wonderful New Year.
All of a sudden all communications stopped. I sent
(See Viasmensky, Page 17)

ON A PERSONAL NOTE

Internet “challenges” and fads
for the underdeveloped mind:

Why teenagers and other gullible people make poor choices

By Maramis
teenagers as well) are only thinking
It takes the Internet to lure someabout their ratings, and sometimes
one into trying a ridiculous, stupid,
the more bizarre the activity in the
weird, or even dangerous stunt —
show (or cartoon), the higher the
and to try it in all seriousness. Apparratings — the heck with the fact that
ently it is no longer enough to just be
children of all ages want to emulate
egged on by a friend or associate who
what they see and maybe even brag
dares you to try something under
to their friends that they could do
that threat of “I bet you can’t…” or
what the cartoon character or sitcom
“I dare you to…,” kind of thing, like
“star” couldn’t do, at least not during
the little boy in “A Christmas Story”
the shows as seen on TV.
who stuck his tongue onto the frozen
When crazy things are tried in
pole in the school yard and couldn’t
a sitcom, it may somehow seem
MaraMiS choufani
get it off without help from the fire
“safe” because “How else could
department.
they show those situations? Surely they wouldn’t
Young people — and even those past their teenage place the characters in danger!” (One sure sign of the
years but still in the underdeveloped mind stage — underdeveloped mind to think that way.) And yet they
seem to enjoy taking up a challenge or a dare, whether will try and try again, until they hopefully can do what
because of a bet, or because they’ve seen it on TV in they believe those characters on the show just couldn’t
some sitcom or cartoon (not that it looked appealing, get right. And if, along the way, any of their friends
but because it looked challenging). Obviously those or acquaintances have also been trying to take up the
who create those sitcoms and cartoons for anyone challenge that came to their attention by virtue of TV
to see (and that includes children way younger than
(See Maramis, Page 17)

View Points
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Editors note: The views expressed are entirely those of the writers and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the Las Vegas Tribune.

A Conservative Republican case for
repealing and replacing Dean Heller
By Chuck Muth
As a conservative Republican,
if the election were held today I’d
“pull a Heller” and not vote for
Dean Heller for U.S. Senate. I’d
vote for the IAP’s Kamau Bakari.
Lucky for Heller, he’s still got
four months to change my mind.
Not likely though. The only arguments for voting for “DC Dean”
are that (a) “Wacky Jacky” Rosen
would be worse and (b) Republicans could lose control of the U.S.
Senate if she wins.
My counter-argument is that
things will actually be worse for the
conservative movement, the Make
America Great Again agenda and
the Nevada Republican Party in the
long run if DC Dean gets another
six years.
If Heller is cashiered, Nevada
would be represented by the totally
unaccomplished and unimpressive
Wacky Jacky; a freshman senator
with no power and no influence.
Which means she ain’t gonna do
much damage.
Look at it this way: If the great
state of Nevada was able to survive
30 years under Senate Minority/
Majority Leader Harry Reid, it’ll
survive six years under Wacky
Jacky.
As for the possibility of Republicans losing control of the Senate
if Heller loses; ain’t gonna happen.
Democrats have 24 seats on the
line in November; Republicans
only nine.
If Republicans can’t hold onto
their majority with a super-advantage like that they don’t deserve to
be in the majority anyway.
The reality is Republicans are
likely to pick up an additional
three or four seats — maybe more
if there’s a “Trump Wave.” So they
can afford to lose Heller and still

CHUCK MUTH
come out ahead.
Now the case
against DC Dean…
Let’s start with the fact that his
poor judgment in being a card-carrying “Never Trumper” in 2016
helped Hillary Clinton win Nevada
and almost win the White House. If
Heller had gotten his way, Crooked
Hillary would have filled those two
Supreme Court vacancies.
He should be rewarded for that?
And I’m not buying the President’s argument that while DC
Dean was “a little shaky in the
beginning,” he’s rock solid now.
The ONLY reason he hopped
on the Trump train last summer
was because he was being seriously challenged in a GOP primary.
And the only reason he’s with the
President now is to get re-elected
in November.
And if he is, he’ll team up with
fellow “Never Trumper” Mitt
Romney — who will be the next
U.S. senator from Utah in November — and go right back to undermining the President and being a
McCain-like thorn in his side the
very next day.
Then there was the
ObamaCare repeal fiasco.
That little dog-and-pony show/
press conference Heller did with
Nevada Gov. Brian Sandoval, in

which he announced he OPPOSED
the House-passed repeal-and-replace bill, not only undermined the
President and the Republican Party,
but is the reason why we STILL
have ObamaCare in place today.
He should be rewarded for that?
DC Dean is also a finger-in-thewind populist, not a conservative.
As such, this guy has flip-flopped
on more issues than Carter has
liver pills. And important issues,
too. Like immigration, government
spending and abortion. You never
know where Heller stands because
he stands everywhere.
Then there’s how he regularly
and proudly undermines the conservative movement with his “No
Labels” crap. In fact, he put out
a press release just this past April
bragging about how he was the “5th
Most Bipartisan U.S. Senator.” As
if voting for the liberal agenda is a
good thing for Republicans.
Then there’s his freakish penchant for taking credit for everything under the sun. Remember how
it wasn’t enough for him to simply
vote for President Trump’s tax cut?
No, he had to claim he actually
WROTE the bill. Me, me, me, me,
me, me, me.
Then there’s his silly, if not ridiculous, legislative PR stunts. Like
his “No Budget, No Pay” proposal.
And yet DC Dean has continued to
take his pay even though there’s
been no budget. So much for leading by example.
Or his toothless call for the
Senate to work “24/7” to confirm
judicial nominations. His colleagues have completely ignored
this tom-foolery, showing just how
little clout he has with them. Then
again, Heller himself has ignored
his own “24/7” call. What a hypocrite.
Scared of the press?
Infamous for it.
Heck, he even hides from generally friendly conservative talk-show

hosts. When was the last time he
was on Alan Stock’s program? Has
he ever done Wayne Allyn Root’s
show? And when he does deign to
do a radio show, rarely, if ever, does
he take questions from listeners.
Oh, and remember when he
spoke at the Republican Men’s
Club in Vegas back in April and
reporters were banned?
The club was put in the awkward position of covering for him
by saying it was THEIR decision
due to reporters interfering with
the waiters. But the press had
never been banned before Heller’s
appearance — and has never been
banned again since. Think that’s
just a coincidence?
How about the Nevada Republican Party? Has he helped it raise
money? Has he supported its programs? Has he shown up at meetings and events — other than Lincoln Day Dinners? I’m not talking
about the past six months while
he’s been running for re-election.
I’m talking about the last six years.
Sorry, the guy’s been AWOL.
And he’ll disappear again for another six years if re-elected.
Folks, if we keep rewarding bad
Republicans like Dean Heller by
voting them back into office just
because the Democrat is worse,
we’re going to keep getting bad
Republicans like Dean Heller, Brian Sandoval and “Tax Hike Mike”
Roberson.
Sooner or later you have to put
your foot down, say enough is
enough and teach these people a
lesson that’ll carry over as a warning to future candidates. It’s about
playing the game for nine innings,
not just the first inning.
In the end, however,
it probably won’t matter.
Even if conservative,
Trump-supporting Republicans like
me change our minds, suck it up,
bite the bullet and vote for Heller

in November, he’s toast anyway.
Just look at the voter registration
numbers and the vote history from
his last election.
In 2012, Dean-o beat a Democrat opponent — who was running
under an ethics cloud like poor
Pig-Pen in the Charlie Brown
comics — by a mere 11,000 votes
out of almost a million cast. Also
in that election there were almost
100,000 votes cast for “None of the
Above” or for one of the third-party
candidates on the ballot.
Does anyone in their right mind
think Heller’s performance in office over the last six years means
he’s gonna IMPROVE on those
numbers?
Making Heller’s re-election
even more unlikely is his JV-level
communications team. These guys
make the Keystone Kops look like
Navy SEALs. Their press releases,
statements, fundraising requests
and Twitter posts are beyond inane;
they’re downright embarrassing.
Team Wacky Jacky is
gonna make mincemeat
outta these guys.
Folks, you better start getting
used to the almost inevitable reality
of “Senator” Jacky Rosen. And it’s
not too early for Republicans to get
somebody up in the bullpen to take
her on in 2024.
Now, don’t even try to blame
me and others like me for this loss.
Blame Dean Heller. He brought this
on himself. If it was OK for him to
be a Never Trumper, it’s OK for us
to be Never Hellers.
Sauce for his cooked goose.
*****
Chuck Muth is president of
Citizen Outreach, a non-profit
public policy grassroots advocacy
organization and publisher of NevadaNewsandViews.com. He may
be reached by email at cmuth@
lasvegastribune.com. He blogs at
MuthsTruths.com.

MaCe yaMPoLSKy

people died in traffic accidents in
Nevada between July 2016 and
May 2017. There is a study from
Australia that shows long-time pot
smokers are better drivers!
Traffic Deaths Down
Between July 2017 and May
2018 — the first 11 months of legal recreational marijuana — just
277 people died in car crashes in
the state. (DPS was unable to provide data for June 2018, and thus
provided statistics from July-May
to have an accurate comparison
between years.)
One of the concerns of recre-

ational marijuana opponents was
that traffic fatalities and DUI arrests
would increase if pot was legalized.
In Nevada, you’re considered to
be impaired from marijuana if you
have more than two nanograms of
active THC in your system. Not
much. Marijuana is fat soluble so
it stays in your system for approximately six months.
The DMV Does Not Care
The DMV does not care. The test
could be taken more than two hours
from driving, but if you are over
two nanograms, you still lose your
license...unless you have a medical

marijuana card.
So I’ll keep working defending
the downtrodden who for the most
part are not appreciative. No retreat,
no surrender, and you know I’ll
carry on the best I can.
*****
For more information regarding
Nevada laws, or if you feel your
rights have been violated, please
call Mace Yampolsky & Associates.
Call us at (702) 385-9777. If you
need help, CALL NOW before it is
too late. We can help! We are available 24/7 for emergencies Contact
us today.

After the 4th musings: Can you believe we are still here?

By Mace yampolsky
The USA turned 242 on July 4th.
I turned 64 on July 5th. I’m waxing
a bit nostalgic, although, I am not
prone to introspection. Will you still
need me? Will you still feed me?
If I knew I would have lived this
long. I would have taken better care
of myself. But hindsight is 20/20.
And Marijuana is now legal in
Nevada and California.
Traffic deaths in Nevada dropped
over 10 percent in the first year of
recreational marijuana, according
to data provided by the Nevada
Department of Public Safety. 310

Without citizens grand juries there will be no justice

Larry Klayman envisions putting Waters, Clintons, Obamas et al. behind bars
By Larry Klayman
I know that I keep harping to
some extent on an old theme, but
it is one I cannot emphasize too
much! Ever since I conceived of
and founded Judicial Watch almost
24 years ago, I have been preaching
about the need for a private Justice
Department, free from the deceit,
duplicity and rank corruption of
the governmental one. Indeed, Judicial Watch was formed to be the
“People’s Justice Department,” and
that is why as then-chairman and
general counsel I brought scores of
hard-hitting nonpartisan litigation
against not just President Bill and
first lady Hillary Clinton, but also
President George W. Bush and his
“Vice” Dick Cheney, as well as a
myriad of other corrupt politicians,
judges and lawyers. In so doing, I
became the only lawyer in American history to ever have a court
of law rule that a sitting president,
“Slick Willey,” had committed
a crime in releasing the Privacy
Act-protected file of a woman he
had sexually harassed in the Oval
Office, one Kathleen Willey.
Today at Freedom Watch, which
I founded after having run for the
U.S. Senate in Florida in 2004,
we do what Judicial Watch used

Larry KLayMan
to do: filing hard-hitting lawsuits
and other legal actions that seek
to bring about justice. While the
current directors of Judicial Watch
focus mainly on getting documents
— perhaps because its head is not a
lawyer — this is not enough! With
our government comprised of the
“court jesters” in Congress, coupled
with our compromised and do-nothing attorney general, Jeff Sessions,
at my once proud alma mater, the
U.S. Department of Justice, now is
not the time to do what is easy for
appearance purposes in the media
to get one’s face on Fox News. In
this regard, let’s take just a few

examples of the dysfunction if not
continuing charade in the capital of
corruption.
First, there is the newly minted
scandal concerning Maxine Waters,
whom the president has rightly
called the dumbest person in Congress, who has in effect dangerously
called for a fatwah against conservatives, libertarians, people of faith
and those who are of a “different
color,” or, for that matter, anyone
she and her leftist socialist Dems do
not agree with. In response to this
outrage, calculated to cause even
physical harm or death to persons
she considers to be “non-believers”
or infidels — myself included, just
one of many — Congress sits idly
by and fails to take action against
her. Nor does our Justice Department take action.
To add insult to injury, my former group, Judicial Watch, writes a
meaningless letter it tries to characterize as a complaint to the House
Ethics Committee, demanding that
discipline be leveled against her.
Does anyone believe at this point
that the House Ethics Committee
would recommend Maxine Waters’
expulsion from Congress, or any
other remedy for that matter?! The
political hacks of both political

parties in the end will always protect themselves, as there but by the
grace of God go thee, assuming
they even believe in God.
No one — and I repeat, no one
— who comprises the establishment echelons of the cozy bipartisan “Washington, D.C., Club” has
been held to legal account for their
crimes in the last three decades at
least. Even President Nixon skated
on Aug. 9, 1974, by simply resigning from office, and he ironically
was a saint compared to those who
followed him, from the Clintons,
to the Bushes and, of course, to
top it all off, our anti-Semitic and
anti-Christian Muslim in chief,
Barack Hussein Obama.
That is why, given the complete
breakdown in our justice system, I
have proposed that our only peaceful solution, short of dishing it back
in the streets to violent hordes of
Maxine Waters’ vigilante leftist
allies such as antifa, Black Lives
Matter, the New Black Panthers
Party, Farrakhan’s Nation of Islam
(which was responsible for the
Dallas police massacre a few years
back and for which I have pending
lawsuits for wrongful death), is to
go with so-called citizens grand
juries.

We the People have the absolute
right to mete out justice when our
government has gone “AWOL.”
Citizens grand juries, citizens indictments, citizens trials, citizen
court convictions, citizens sentencing and, yes, even citizens arrests,
are legal. This is the way it was done
in our nation before we had a Justice
Department, and it’s the way it must
now be done. Writing letters to the
House Ethics Committee may get
your face on Fox News, since the
network routinely sells titillating
false hope to lure viewers and increase its ratings, but it will not put
Maxine Waters, the Clintons, the
Obamas, the Muellers, Comeys,
Peter Strzoks and Lisa Pages, not
to mention Obama’s criminally
minded intelligence agency heads,
former director of the CIA John
Brennan and former director of
National Intelligence James Clapper, in the slammer — where they
belong!
It is ironic that President Trump
is rumored to be ready to select a
former clerk of deceased Supreme
Court Justice Antonin Scalia, the
Honorable Amy Coney Barrett, as
the justice to fill the seat of retiring
Justice Anthony Kennedy. It was
(See Klayman, Page 14)
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Are we free to give away our freedom?

By José Azel
Are we free to give away our
freedom? This is a profound philosophical question with very practical political implications. Yet, even
for those of us that hold liberty to
be the highest political value, it is
not an easy question to answer, and
I beg the reader’s patience.
All collectivist ideologies,
racism, socialism, nationalism,
fascism, communism, and their
derivations, hold that people are
free to give up their freedoms. For
collectivists, the individual is not
the holder of rights. For collectivists, what matters are the rights
and interest of the race, the class,
or the nation. And these collective
interests are expressed through the
power of the state to which the
individual willingly surrenders his
freedom.
This question of the legitimacy
of the state over the individual
was the subject of various “social
contract” theories that developed
during the Age of Enlightenment
in the 17th and 18th centuries. Essentially, social contract arguments
conceive that we have consented to
surrender some of our freedoms to
the state in exchange for the protection of our remaining rights.
Some social contract philosophers, such as John Locke and
Jean-Jaques Rosseau, argued that
when governments fail to secure the
natural rights of the citizenry, for
example free speech, the citizens
can change leadership or withdraw
their obligation to obey. But others,
like Thomas Hobbes, argued for the
absolute authority of the monarch
or parliament even if the edicts
were arbitrary and tyrannical, as

José Azel
in Louis XIV declaration: “I am
the State.”
To Hobbes, absolutism was
necessary because if each person
was allowed to manage his or her
own life freely, chaos would ensue
and society would descend into a
brutish “state of nature.” An absolute ruler was necessary to impose
order on the unruly masses and to
have an overall plan for society.
Absolutism holds that the ruler is
above the law.
Modern collectivist ideologies
posit, along Hobbesian lines, that
the all powerful state must be
able to plan and control economic
activities and that citizens must renounce their individual freedoms in
exchange for some common good
such as security or social justice.
Whereas free societies allow for
self-governance, collectivist ideologies distrust and reject individual
freedoms.
But more to the point of my original question, other thinkers, like
Hugo Grotius, held that liberty is
our inalienable property. “Inalien-

“If you give up
your freedom
for security,
you lose both.”
Benjamin Franklin
able rights are things which belong
so essentially to one [person] that
they could not belong to another,
as a person’s life, body, freedom,
honor.” If freedom is inalienable,
it cannot be bought, sold, or transferred from one individual to another or to the state. Grotius asserted
that individuals are sui juris (under
their own jurisdiction.)
When we make the distinction
between an ordinary right and an
inalienable right, we recognize that
we do not have the right to give up
our liberty by placing ourselves in
bondage to the state. All western
societies have opted in favor of
considering individual freedom an
inalienable right. This is perhaps
easier to see by the fact that, in modern societies, we do not have the

right to sell ourselves into slavery,
or even, as was done in antiquity, to
risk our freedom by offering it as a
collateral to secure a loan.
It seems then, that because
freedom is an inalienable right,
we cannot surrender it to collectivism for the prospect of avoiding
the risks and costs that go with
accepting personal responsibility.
Philosophically, we are not free to
give up our freedom to an absolutist government in the Hobbesian
prescription.
Most of us trust that we posses
a free will; that is, the ability to
choose between different possible
courses of action. Thus, when
we choose to enter into a social
contract, as the best way to ensure
our welfare, the presumption must

ON THE HOLMES FRONT

be for liberty. It must be a social
contract of democratic self-rule
where our individual freedoms are
preserved under the rule of law.
This was the case in the United
States Declaration of Independence
that invoked John Locke’s concept
of the social contract. It is only
in this context that we are free to
restrict our freedoms.
José Azel left Cuba in 1961 as a
13 year-old political exile in what
has been dubbed Operation Pedro
Pan — the largest unaccompanied
child refugee movement in the history of the Western Hemisphere.
He is currently dedicated to the indepth analyses of Cuba’s economic,
social and political state, with a
keen interest in post-Castro-Cuba
strategies.

Obama policies still killing 3,000+ Americans a year
By Frank Holmes
Don Rosenberg never knew
real heartbreak until November
16, 2010.
That day his 25-year-old son,
Drew, rode his motorcycle from law
school but never made it home. It
was thanks to Roberto Galo, who
came into the country illegally from
Honduras in 1999. Galo turned his
car in front of Rosenberg and ran
over him — but that was just the
beginning.
In his desperate attempt to
escape, Galo backed his car over
Drew’s body, then ran forward over
him again.
Finally, Galo parked the car’s
tire on Drew’s abdomen and ran
away on foot. It took five men to
lift the car off Drew’s stomach
and, by then, he was dead. It’s a
scenario played over and over again
thousands of times a year, thanks
in part to former President Barack
Obama’s policies.
“People say time heals all
wounds — bull***t,” Don Rosenberg told The Mercury News. “This

never heals.”
Little did he know the real nightmare was just beginning.
The DA’s office, critics say,
went out of its way to protect the
criminal.
The office busted the felony
down to a misdemeanor, allegedly
lied to keep witnesses from testifying, and has been accused of withholding incriminating evidence.
Ultimately, the judge gave Galo
just 43 days in jail.
So, Rosenberg dedicated himself
to honoring his son’s memory. He
forced himself to read everything he
could get his hands on about accidents like his son’s, even though he
had to stop and cry every few pages.
After years of Rosenberg’s
lobbying, the government finally
deported Galo — but thanks to
sanctuary city laws and Obama-era
amnesty, thousands of Americans
continue to die like Rosenberg’s
son.
The government says unlicensed
drivers kill 7,500 Americans every
year — or 20 a day. Rosenberg

estimates that illegal aliens commit
half of those fatalities.
In other words, unlicensed illegals kill at least 3,000 Americans
every single year, he said — thanks
to sanctuary policies implemented by California Democrats and
Barack Obama.
Rosenberg said if he ever had the
chance, he would ask Obama pointblank, “Do you have any idea of
how many people have been killed
because of you? Do you have any

(Continued from Page 12)
in feeding and powering the nation
and also in providing recreation
opportunities, but because the lands
are federal, the local governments
don’t earn revenue from them. PILT
investments often serve as critical
support for local communities as
they juggle planning and paying
for basic services, such as public
safety, fire-fighting, social services,
and transportation.”
What they didn’t say is that this
year’s PILT payments increased by
19 percent over the previous year’s
handouts, but Nevada’s check only
increased by 3 percent, and the
payments to four counties — Elko,
Esmeralda, Eureka and Lander —
actually decreased.
Nor did they make note of the
fact the Interior Department alone
collects more than $9.6 billion in
revenue annually from commercial
activities on public lands, such
as oil and gas leasing, livestock
grazing and timber harvesting — a
portion of which is shared with
states and counties — meaning the
PILT payments amount to only 5.7
percent of that revenue. And that
doesn’t take into account revenue
generated by Agriculture Department federal land holdings.
Also, Nevada got short shrift
when compared to most nearby
states. While Utah also saw PILT
checks increase by a meager 3
percent, California’s payments
went up 25 percent, Arizona’s 11
percent, Idaho’s 20 percent, New
Mexico’s 11 percent and Oregon’s

a whopping 88 percent.
PILT payments are based on a
formula that takes into account the
number of acres of federal land in
each county, as well as the population. It is a formula that defies
explanation.
Nevada on average is getting 48
cents per acre, having a population
of 2.9 million and 85 percent of its
land under federal control. But New
Mexico, with a population of 2 million and only 35 percent of its land
under federal control, gets $1.90 per
acre. Utah, with a population nearly
equal to Nevada at 3 million and 65
percent of it land in federal hands,
is getting $1.24 an acre.
Every state adjacent to Nevada
is getting at least twice as much
per acre.
A report from the legislatively

created Nevada Public Land Management Task Force noted a couple
of years ago that, while the Bureau
of Land Management loses 91 cents
an acre, the average income for the
four states that have public trust
land was $28.59 per acre. The task
force estimated Nevada could net
$114 million by taking over just 10
percent of BLM land.
Transferring federal land to local
control is a much better solution
than federal handouts subject to the
whims of the current administration
and Congress.
Thomas Mitchell is a former
newspaper editor who now writes
conservative/libertarian columns
for weekly papers in Nevada.
You may email Mitchell at thomasmnv@yahoo.com. He blogs at
http://4thst8.wordpress.com/.

Mitchell

idea how much blood is on your
hands?”
He even wrote a letter to Obama
offering to show the then-president
how much pain his amnesty program caused the country — and the
Rosenberg family.
“On your next trip to California
let me take you to Drew’s grave,
and you tell him [amnesty] is the
right thing to do.”
“My son and all of the others
are considered collateral damage
in the quest for votes and campaign
contributions,” Rosenberg wrote.
“Illegal immigration is not a victimless crime.”
Rosenberg, a “lifelong Democrat,” blames Jerry Brown, Kamala
Harris, and Gavin Newsom for the
2 million unlicensed drivers —
mostly illegals — that the DMV
says roam the state’s highways.
Now he’s gathered together
other Angel Families — people
who have lost loved ones to the
actions of illegal immigrants — and
they’re striking back at the Open
Borders policies that ripped their
families apart.
Sabine Durden knows that pain
too well. Her only child, Dominic, was killed by an illegal alien
who was driving drunk without
a driver’s license. The driver had
a lengthy rap sheet, including a
felony conviction for armed rob-

bery. And he been deported once
already… but not after his last two
DUIs.
The illegal driver served a measly 35 days in jail for killing her
only son.
Another person who’s felt that
heartache is Agnes Gibboney, a
legal immigrant from Hungary,
whose son Ronald was murdered
by an illegal immigrant who had
already been deported once.
Surviving this life-changing
misery made them strong — determined to honor their loved ones by
stopping the murder and mayhem
for good.
They want California citizens
to vote on the “Children, Family,
and Community Protection Act.” It
would overturn California’s status
as a “sanctuary state,” ban illegals
from getting driving licenses, and
let police and employers cooperate
with federal immigration authorities — and deport criminal or other
illegal aliens.
If passed, it would mean no
illegals on the roads and no more
criminals hiding in plain sight,
waiting to strike — like the people
who killed Rosenberg, Durden, and
Gibboney’s sons, or Mr. Steinle’s
daughter.
That’s why Rosenberg’s going
all out to collect half-a-million
signatures necessary to put the
measure on the state ballot.
Rosenberg said he and his group,
Fight Sanctuary State, want to see
the government do its most important job: Protect American lives
from criminals.
“I’m just looking for sane policy,” Rosenberg said. “California
should be a sanctuary — for Californians.”
Frank Holmes is a reporter for
The Horn News. He is a veteran
journalist and an outspoken conservative that talks about the news
that was in his weekly article, “On
The Holmes Front.”

(Continued from Page 13)
Justice Scalia himself who created
precedent over and effectively
sanctioned the use of citizens grand
juries to mete out justice. In a case
styled United States v. Williams,
504 U.S. 36 (1992), the judicial
icon held that the grand jury belongs to the people and not the three
branches of government.
With this in mind, “Freedom
Watch’s Justice League,” with you
as its superheroes, will be empaneling citizens grand juries in the
next weeks and will mete out the
equal justice under our laws, and in
particular our beloved Constitution,
that the populace so craves!

We look to your participation
and support of this necessary and
noble cause. Now is the time to take
real action — not just file document
requests and write meaningless letters to Congress or anywhere else
— before our country goes down
for the final count. Go to www.
freedomwatchusa.org to enlist in
“Freedom Watch’s Justice League”
and strongly support and participate
in our citizens grand juries.
Larry Klayman is a former Justice Department prosecutor and
the founder of Judicial Watch and
Freedom Watch. His latest book is
“Whores: Why and How I Came to
Fight the Establishment.”

Klayman
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Mexico’s new president does not want
Mexicans to have to immigrate to the US
By Teresa Puente
The Hill opinion contributor
Mexico elected a new president Sunday
and his win should impact the U.S. debate
over immigration.
In his acceptance speech Andrés Manuel
López Obrador, vowed to root out corruption
in Mexico, even if found among his friends
and family. And he told Mexico’s poor that
he would fight for them first. He also had a
special message for immigrants.
He said those who want to “emigrate
should do so for pleasure, not out of necessity.”
He said he would first work to tackle
poverty in Mexico. An estimated 44 percent
of Mexicans live below the poverty line and
7.6 percent in extreme poverty, according
to Coneval, a Mexican social development
agency.
“We will respect everyone. But we will
give preference to the most humble and
forgotten,” he said after being confirmed the
winner by the current president Enrique Peña
Nieto of the PRI party that lost power for the
first time in 2000 and regained it in 2012.
Mexican presidents serve six years and
cannot be re-elected.
The new president, known by his initials
of AMLO, created the Morena party and has
been labeled a leftist populist. Rooting out
corruption and fighting for the poor is central to his platform. He has been a critic of
NAFTA in the past but in the campaign has
said that he wants Mexico to remain in the
trade agreement. He will certainly advocate
for his economy when re-negotiations begin
later this year.
After his victory, AMLO promised to dou-

ble pensions for the elderly and to guarantee
all young people a right to an education and
to a job.
These are monumental promises and it
remains to be seen whether he can achieve
them. But if the new president can create
more economic opportunity in his country it
could help stem migration to the U.S.
AMLO has said he would dismantle the
“mafia of power” and reference to government and business leaders who enrich themselves at the expense of the country.
President Trump has stirred fear about the
numbers of Mexicans in the U.S.
However, the number of undocumented
Mexican immigrants in the U.S. is on the decline. The number of Mexicans living in the
U.S., without documentation has decreased
by more than 1 million since 2007, according
to Pew Research.
In fiscal 2016, more than 190,000 Mexicans were apprehended at the border, a sharp

drop from a peak of 1.6 million apprehensions in 2000, also according to Pew.
Apprehensions at the border have increased over the past year but they still
remain at historic lows.
This hasn’t stopped Trump from tweeting
earlier this year, “Our Southern border is
under siege.” And he began his campaign
for president by demonizing Mexican immigrants calling them criminals and rapists.
His rhetoric has angered Mexicans in
the United States and Mexico. And former
Mexican President Vicente Fox has tweeted
several times that Mexico will not pay for the
(expletive) wall.
Don’t expect AMLO to pay for the wall
either. He published a book called “Oye,
Trump” (“Listen Up, Trump”) and he has
condemned Trump’s plans to build a border
wall.
Mexico “will never be the piñata of any
foreign government,” AMLO has said.

It was falsely reported by right-wing
media that AMLO called for a massive migration to the U.S. What he said was that he
would defend the human rights of Mexicans
in the U.S.
Mexico faces many challenges and threats.
More than 135 politicians and political operatives were killed in the country this past
year. And the number of homicides in Mexico
was at an all-time high in 2017 and could be
worse in 2018.
AMLO will face challenges curtailing the
violence driven by the drug cartels, which
thrive as long as there is a demand for illicit
drugs in the U.S.
Mexicans were so eager to vote, so hungry
for a change, that there were reports that some
polling stations ran out of ballots. This did
not hurt AMLO’s margin of victory as he won
with an estimated 53 percent of the vote in
a contest with three other major candidates.
Trump congratulated AMLO in a tweet,
saying he looked forward to working with
him. “There is much to be done that will
benefit both the United States and Mexico,”
Trump said.
In his speech Sunday night AMLO said
that he would work to have a relationship
of friendship and cooperation with the U.S.
AMLO may have one thing in common
with Trump’s rhetoric in that he wants to put
Mexico and Mexicans first.
If this means raising wages and creating
jobs in Mexico, then this would benefit both
countries.
*****
Teresa Puente teaches journalism at California State University, Long Beach and is
a senior facilitator with The OpEd Project.

Get ready for a surge of illegal migration
courtesy of Mexico’s new president

By John Lott, Jr.
The Hill opinion contributor
Coasting to victory on promises
to reign in rampant corruption,
Mexican president-elect Andrés
Manuel López Obrador has sent
shock waves through the Americas. Few realize that his election
is likely to increase the number of
low-income, low-skill illegal aliens
coming to the United States.
Obrador admires Cuba and former Chilean socialist leader Salvador Allende. Venezuela’s socialist
dictator Hugo Chávez helped with
previous presidential campaigns by
providing advisors and Venezuelan
ambassador reportedly attended
meetings with Obrador supporters.
While Mexican presidential candidates have long supported illegal
aliens coming to the United States,
Obrador’s rhetoric has been different. Instead of campaigning on
the traditional promise that life in
Mexico will improve so that people
won’t have to leave their country,
Obrador has been more direct: “We
will defend… the migrants of the
world who, by necessity, have to
leave their villages to seek life in
the United States; it is a human right
that we will defend.”
Obrador’s party, The National
Regeneration Movement (MORENA), has won solid majorities in
both the lower and upper houses
of Congress. Now, there may be
no stopping this party’s radical left-

wing agenda.
Just the threat of nationalizing
companies will scare away foreign
and domestic investment. While
Obrador has promised not to increase taxes, there will surely be
an increase in business regulations.
Since President Trump took office,
Americans have seen that attracting
foreign investment increases the
number of jobs, which in turn leads
to higher salaries. Even before Obrador’s victory, some companies —
such as Ford Motors — engaged in
an about-face on planned car plants.
When the Mexican economy is
faltering and the U.S. economy is

booming, people get more determined to illegally cross the border.
In recent decades, Cuban refugees
have been desperate enough to
brave shark-infested waters. Let’s
hope that Mexico doesn’t become
yet another socialist dystopia.
President Trump is concerned
that countries such as Mexico are
already sending people who are
“not their best,” but that is only
going to get worse. Obrador’s
promised 140 percent increase in
the minimum wage will encourage
more illegal immigration. Employers won’t offer as many jobs if they
are paying a higher minimum wage,

and in the face of a job shortage less
skilled workers will have trouble
competing with more skilled ones.
Yet, unskilled illegal immigrants
who can’t get jobs in Mexico, will
find work in the United States.
With few enforcement officers, the
government depends on workers
to alert them when employers
pay them less than the minimum
wage. Workers can sue for twice
however much they are paid below
that wage. It is hard for American
citizens to work for less than the
minimum wage, because they can’t
credibly promise employers that
they won’t be suing for twice the

amount that they were underpaid.
The longer they work for the company, the more they get from suing.
Illegal aliens risk being identified
and deported if they sue.
Mexicans are going to become
disillusioned with Obrador, whose
most powerful campaign theme was
to eliminate rampant corruption.
Eliminating corruption will supposedly pay for all his new government
programs. Unfortunately, Obrador
doesn’t seem to realize that more
government means more corruption. Everything else equal, the
more favors that government has
to give out, the more corruption.
With massive, promised increases
in government spending, Obrador
isn’t going to have the money to do
things that might decrease corruption, such as increasing government
workers’ salaries.
Mexico is already not a wealthy
country. After adjusting for differences in cost of living, per capita
income in the United States is 3.3
times greater than Mexico. With
Obrador, that gap is going to only
get bigger and more Mexicans will
soon be trying to illegally enter the
United States.
*****
John R. Lott Jr., Ph.D., is the
president of the Crime Prevention
Research Center and the author
more recently of “The War on
Guns: Arming Yourself Against Gun
Control Lies.”

With calls to #AbolishICE, Democrats make a sharp
left turn toward their own Midterm Election peril

By Jen Kerns
The Hill opinion contributor
As hundreds of primary elections are
settled, America is full speed ahead into the
2018 Midterms general election.
But, you wouldn’t know it from the way
Democrats are acting.
In the midst of a migrant crisis and an
overflow of illegal immigrants at the southern
United States border, Democrats have made a
sharp left turn heading into November.
It all started when far-left New York
gubernatorial candidate and actress Cynthia
Nixon declared Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) as a “terrorist organization.”
A few days later, a card-carrying member
of the Democratic Socialists of America,
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, won the primary
election for New York’s 14th congressional
district, ousting a ten-term establishment
Rep. Joe Crowley (D-N.Y.). Just hours after
her victory, the socialist candidate called for
the abolishment of ICE.
Not one to be left behind, Sen. Elizabeth
Warren (D-Mass.) — herself a candidate who
once carried the mantle of the Democrats’
identity politics — also called for the end
of ICE as we know it and replacing it with
an organization that “reflects our morality.”
The list of Democrats joining the siren call
is growing by the day.
However, the Democrats are making a

fatal error.
They are operating as if they are competing in a primary election — seemingly to
out-liberal one another. However, nothing
could be further from the reality awaiting
them in November.
Once the illegal immigrant families are
reunited and the mainstream media moves on
to cover the next shiny object, Democrats are
going to be in for a rude awakening.
Even recent polling show that likely voters
— especially Independent voters — do not
feel the way that Democrats do when it comes

to immigration nor the border crisis that has
been caused by the influx of families fleeing
countries such as El Salvador and Guatemala.
A recent Rasmussen poll shows that a
stunning 56 percent of likely Independent
voters do not blame the Trump administration
for the border crisis nor the separation of families; in fact, those Independent voters blame
the illegal immigrant parents for bringing
their children to the border and putting them
in the middle of the crisis.
Many Republicans, of course, continue to
stand firmly with President Donald Trump on

the issue at a whopping 82 percent. While a
fair amount of Democrats (40 percent) remain undecided or with Republicans on the
issue. African American voters, traditionally
a strong part of the Democratic base, also
remain divided on the border crisis. (It is
important to point out that Rasmussen was
one of only three polls to accurately predict
the 2016 Presidential election.)
With their call to abolish ICE, the left is
finally admitting what Republicans have suspected all along: that some Democrats don’t
actually want immigration enforcement at all.
This comes as other activists released the
personal information of more than 9,000 ICE
agents including their home addresses, and
Rep. Maxine Waters called for the public to
“push back” on Trump administration employees in the streets.
Add to these new calls to action to
the already-challenging public sentiment
against Democrats over illegal immigration
as demonstrated in the Rasmussen Poll, and
President Trump is right once again — Democrats have a losing formula for November.
Jen Kerns has served as a GOP strategist
and writer for the U.S. presidential debates
for FOX News. She previously served as
communications director and spokeswoman
for the California Republican Party, the
Colorado Recalls over gun control, and the
Prop. 8 battle over marriage which went all
the way to the U.S. Supreme Court.
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People returning to labor force in
droves — a key step for the economy
By Evan Kraft
The Hill opinion contributor
The latest jobs report released by the
Bureau of Labor Statistics paints a decidedly
positive picture of the U.S. labor market.
Nine years after the end of the Great
Recession, the U.S. economy has achieved
an unemployment rate comparable to the
boom period of the late 1990s. Some 600,000
people rejoined the labor market last month,
actively looking for work, a sign that jobs are
indeed out there, and people are motivated to
look for them.
The jobs report suggests that the gradual
improvement of labor market conditions
continues. Labor market recovery did not
start yesterday; it has been a sustained trend,
building momentum especially in 2015 and
2016 and continuing in 2017 and 2018.
The recovery is broad-based, with employment growing in almost all sectors of
the economy. Only retail trade, interestingly,
showed notable job losses in June.
The most encouraging aspect of the June
report was the increase in the labor force. The
substantial drop in the proportion of Americans actually working was a major negative
effect of the Great Recession.
The June report marks an important step
forward, bringing the employment-population ratio, a key indicator of labor market
health, closer to the pre-Great Recession
level.
At the same time, the increase in the labor
force confirms suspicions that we have not
reached full employment yet. It has been
difficult to gauge whether many of those not
seeking work would be willing to look again
or to accept jobs.
Long-term demographic trends have
been lowering the employment-population
ratio since 2000, but the Great Recession
accelerated the downward movement. It
now seems clear that a good chunk of the
decrease actually represents people who can

return to work.
This is good for these individuals’ financial position, for the total output of the economy and for the government (fewer people
relying on government transfer payments).
Additionally, the increase in the labor
force suggests an answer to a key puzzle of
the recovery: the slow growth of wages. If
there still are people out there who answer
help wanted ads, employers do not feel so
much pressure to raise wages just to keep
their businesses producing at the desired
level.
Still, many anecdotal reports suggest that
companies in a variety of areas in the economy are finding it increasingly difficult to get
the help they need.
While decreasing union power, deregulation under the Trump administration and
significant court decisions against organized
labor all may be limiting workers’ bargaining
power, employers who just cannot get the
people they need have to pay up.
It is now clear that employers have not
been totally pushed to the wall due to the
labor pool being larger than official data
suggested, but the laws of economics have
merely been postponed, not repealed. Expect

wage increases to slowly start growing faster
in the coming months.
Looking forward, at this stage in the recovery process, one would expect wages to
rise faster, shortages of people with particular
job skills in short supply to increase and
rising costs. This would soon spill over into
greater price increases.
The Fed would respond with increased interest rates, cooling off the overheated economy and eventually leading to a recession.
There are two unusual factors at play this
time. First, Congress passed a fiscal stimulus
near the peak of this business cycle. Fiscal
stimulus packages are usually passed when
the recession is at its worst, as with the
Obama stimulus of 2009.
But this one was the result of an opportunity (Republican control of Congress and
the White House) and an ideological craving.
Be that as it may, the 2017 tax cut does seem
to be having some effect on the economy,
accelerating output and growth by modest
amounts. This may postpone the inevitable
recession.
Second, the administration’s increasingly
active trade war is likely to cause increased
prices, some unemployment as producers

shut down U.S. plants and begin production
in other countries to avoid tariffs and decreased investment as companies become less
confident about their ability to understand and
predict future developments.
Increased prices might increase the Fed’s
worries about inflation, but the other two
factors would decrease overheating fears
by slowing employment and output growth.
I have not heard any suggestions from reputable economists that the trade war will have
a major impact immediately. The amount of
goods covered is just not a large enough part
of the economy to make the whole economy
stagger. But the path of the dispute is hard
to predict.
The U.S. administration’s aims and goals
are not easy to fathom. Retaliation will be
swift and substantial; that much is clear. If
the dispute continues to escalate, it will hurt
all involved more and more. But the impact
on U.S. GDP will probably be modest this
year, too small to change the big picture of
solid growth and a near full-employment
labor market.
All in all, the jobs report brings news of a
labor market finally substantially recovered
from the Great Recession. It will not alter the
Federal Reserve’s intention to raise interest
rates and decrease bond holdings to remove
the monetary policy stimulus that has been
such an important aid to the recovery.
The strong jobs report does not mean that
inequality has been dealt with, that policies
to help displaced workers retrain and relocate
if needed are adequate or that all workers
can get a decent wage. But it does mean that
things are pretty much back to the U.S. normal and that the Fed will continue tightening.
Evan Kraft specializes in the economics
of transition, monetary policy and banking
issues as a professor at American University. He served as director of the research
department and adviser to the governor of
the Croatian National Bank.

Beyond enthusiasm, the ‘Resistance’
of 2018 is not the Tea Party of 2010

By Joseph Borelli
The Hill opinion contributor
Depending on the pundit, there
is either a blue wave or a red wave
heading for a poll site near you this
fall. If you believe Democrats, our
polarizing president is so unpopular
that Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.)
stands poised to reclaim the speaker’s gavel from the shoe-leather
efforts of their motivated base. To
them, the election is just a formality
at this point. After all, a similarly
motivated and angry Republican
core overturned the House in the
2010 midterms.
When it comes to voter enthusiasm, they are correct. An NBC/WSJ
poll in April showed 66 percent of
Democrats as having a “high interest” in this year’s election. This
mimics the percentage the GOP saw
at the same time in 2010. Primary
election turnout numbers also show
the parallel. Democrats are showing up in higher numbers, just as
Republicans did eight years ago.
But beyond enthusiasm, the
similarities between the Tea Party
of 2010 and the #Resist movement
of 2018 are scant.
The battle lines for the Tea Party
fell on two fronts: pushing back
against high taxes and repealing
ObamaCare. For sure, both ideas
were extremely popular with the
Republican base, but as it turns
out, both were also popular with
moderate voters in swing Senate
and House races.

A majority of Americans thought
taxes were too high in just about
every survey that has Gallup asked
the question since 1964. Unsurprisingly, the idea that taxes are too
low has never broke 4 percent. Tea
Party and establishment candidates
alike were happy to join the chorus
line against big government tax and
spend policy.
The Affordable Care Act (ACA)
was Barack Obama’s signature
achievement; but ObamaCare was
also his greatest gift to the GOP.
The very week it passed in 2010,
55 percent of Americans wanted it
repealed. “After it passed,” Scott
Rasmussen reported, “ObamaCare
never gained ground in the court of
public opinion.”
Fast-forward eight years. There’s
no doubt that the Democratic base
is as angry — if not more — than
the supporters of the Tea Party in
2010. However, as the party lurches
left, the issues on which they’ve
chosen fight simply lack broad-

By Ben Shapiro
The Hill opinion contributor
New York Yankee Hall of Famer
Lefty Gomez had a saying he liked
to repeat: “I’d rather be lucky than
good.”
Of course, it’s better to be both
lucky and good.
President Trump is lucky. And
so far, he’s been pretty damn good
with that luck.
Has there ever been a more
purely fortunate candidate and then
president than President Trump?
First, he ran in the primaries
by using sad-sack Jeb Bush as his
punching bag, driving him to the
turf repeatedly amidst $2 billion
in free media coverage. Then, he
ran in the general election against
the most unlikeable, corrupt candidate in modern American history,
Hillary Clinton; her husband’s
character flaws matched his own
so perfectly that Trump’s character
flaws were rendered politically

meaningless. Finally, during that
election cycle, Hillary was being
investigated by the FBI, and that
investigation was re-opened just in
time for Election Day.
Trump took advantage of all of
these breaks in style: he attacked, he
pummeled, he aggressively charged
forward in spite of obstacles that
likely would have finished any
other candidate.
The lucky streak didn’t stop
in November 2016. Trump was
handed a growing economy by a
Republican Congress and President
Obama. He then took advantage
of that growth by passing tax cuts
along with a Republican Congress,
and paring back regulations. Meanwhile, ISIS collapsed on his watch,
and Obama’s awful Iranian policy
generated a viable counter-Iranian
alliance in the region.
Then Kim Jong Un accidentally
blew up his nuclear testing site.
That event likely led to the North

based appeal and are not taking root
in the moderate center.
Take their latest battle cry, for
example: “Abolish ICE.” What
does it actually mean? Even within
the ranks of Democratic Party there
appears to be some confusion.
There are those that claim it’s to
“abolish and replace,” while others
are more divisively in the “ICE
is a terrorist organization” camp.
Regardless, a new Harvard-Harris
poll just revealed 69 percent of the
country disagrees with this preposterous idea.
Moreover, it showed that the
underlying Trump immigration
policies are more mainstream and
in tune with the majority of Americans than Democrats would like
to admit. Even CNN concluded
that abolishing ICE is a “massive
political mistake.”
Still, Democrats were focused
on making immigration a leading
issue in 2018, which a Quinnipiac
poll now confirms it is. On planet

#Resist, it’s as though Dems have
forgotten that their radical positions
on immigration were a big part of
their 2016 demise.
Nothing may now show this
stark difference between their
enthused base and the rest of the
electorate than the party’s effectively advocacy for open borders.
This is a charge they deny; but DNC
leadership openly touts it, their last
presidential candidate espoused it,
and the polling shows its membership believes in it.
While a majority of Democrats,
53 percent, think anyone here
illegally should stay, two-thirds
of independents and two-thirds
self-identified moderates think they
should be sent home. Broken down
further, 68 percent of suburbanites
and 77 percent of rural voters are
for sending them home, as opposed
to a 50 percent of city-dwellers. So,
how many 2018 “toss-up” House
districts are in major urban centers?
Exactly none.
Immigration policy is just one
area where Dems are failing to
sway moderates to their side. The
party also saw their Trump tax cut
talking points fall on deaf ears. As
the stain of Pelosi’s “crumbs” sets
into the fabric, polls reveal that
its favorability splits even among
independents and is +7 among middle-class households. Republican
House candidates are running on
their signature legislation, while
in 2010, Democrats ran away from

theirs.
With the midterms fast approaching, Democrats are desperately getting more extreme. Their
dire warnings of the Trump economic agenda didn’t pan out. While
many potential midterm voters are
still saying that the economy and
jobs are their highest priority, the
president’s job approval on these
issues is +9 among independents,
+6 with self-identified moderates,
and +1 among “very enthusiastic”
voters. Instead of changing the
topic, Democrats are either tacitly
rooting for a recession, or extolling
the virtues of socialism.
The Tea Party didn’t take back
the House simply because they held
large protests across the country. If
that was the only litmus test, the
outrage-prone left would have a
lock on every office in the country.
Instead, they won because the average American voter found common
ground with those marching at their
rallies, which is one concept lost on
the #Resistance movement.
Joseph Borelli is the minority
whip of the New York City Council,
Republican commentator, professor
and Lindsay Fellow at the City
University of New York’s Institute
for State and Local Governance.
He has also been published in the
NY Daily News and Washington
Times and appears on Fox News,
Fox Business, CNN and HLN. You
can follow him on Twitter @JoeBorelliNYC.

Koreans reaching out to the Trump
administration for talks. Trump
took full advantage politically,
rolling out all the pomp and circumstance he could muster.
Finally, Justice Anthony Kennedy announced on Wednesday
that he would leave the Supreme
Court. The decision was an absolute
shocker, given Kennedy’s jurisprudential legacy regarding LGBT
issues and abortion. But Kennedy
has indeed stepped down, and
Trump will get to make a second
Supreme Court pick — the first
Supreme Court pick, Neil Gorsuch,
being the top item in the list of wins
for the Trump administration. The
Kennedy replacement will be exponentially larger, since Trump has the
opportunity to replace a swing vote
with a solid constitutionalist.
And Kennedy is retiring right
before the midterms, giving Trump
a serious turnout boost for the 2018
elections. A huge number of waver-

ing Republicans pulled the lever
for Trump in 2016 in the hope that
he would preserve balance on the
Supreme Court. How many more
will turn out to help turn the Senate
deeper red in order to shift the balance of power on the court entirely?
The possibility of a constitutionally-driven court has been a
conservative dream for decades.
Top on the agenda: repealing Roe v.
Wade (1973), the left’s favorite case
and a constitutional abomination
that created phantom clauses of
the Constitution in order to justify
a chimerical “right to abortion.”
And the new judicial agenda would
include re-asserting religious freedom in the face of tyrannical antidiscrimination law; broadening the
Second Amendment’s applicability;
dispatching racially discriminatory
admissions policies; and undercutting administrative law overreach.
All of this would be game-changing
for conservatives across the nation.

So, Trump got lucky. Again.
Now he has to be good. Again.
All Trump has to do is pick a
solid constitutional conservative.
Yes, the list from which he’s choosing is replete with good possibilities ranging from Sen. Mike Lee
(R-Utah) to Judge Don Willett to
Judge Amy Barrett. But there are
some picks who have short records,
or vague records. Now is not the
time for stealth candidates; stealth
candidates brought conservatives
Kennedy, Sandra Day O’Connor,
and David Souter. Now is the time
for a clearly constitutional justice.
If Trump is good, he’ll continue
to be lucky, right on up through
election day 2020.
Ben Shapiro (@BenShapiro), a
lawyer and conservative commentator, is founder and editor in chief
of The Daily Wire. The author of
seven books, he hosts a daily political podcast, “The Ben Shapiro
Show.”

Trump on track to turn Kennedy’s
retirement into another conservative win
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Memos detail FBI’s ‘Hurry the F up
pressure’ to probe Trump campaign

By John Solomon
The Hill opinion contributor
Multiple reviews of whether
FBI agents’ political bias affected
the Russia-Trump collusion case
remain in their infancy, but investigators already have unearthed
troubling internal communications
long withheld from public view.
We already know from FBI
counterintelligence agent Peter Strzok’s now-infamous text messages
with his fellow agent and reported
lover, Lisa Page, that Strzok — the
man driving that Russia collusion
investigation — disdained Donald
Trump and expressed willingness
to use his law enforcement powers
to “stop” the Republican from becoming president.
The question that lingers, unanswered: Did those sentiments affect
official actions?
Memos the FBI is now producing to the Department of Justice
(DOJ) inspector general and multiple Senate and House committees
offer what sources involved in the
production, review or investigation
describe to me as “damning” or
“troubling” evidence.
They show Strzok and his counterintelligence team rushing in the
fall of 2016 to find “derogatory”
information from informants or a
“pretext” to accelerate the probe
and get a surveillance warrant on
figures tied to the future president.
One of those figures was Carter
Page, an academic and an energy
consultant from New York; he was
briefly a volunteer foreign policy
adviser for the GOP nominee’s
campaign and visited Moscow the
summer before the election.
The memos show Strzok, Lisa
Page and others in counterintelligence monitored news articles in
September 2016 that quoted a law

enforcement source as saying the
FBI was investigating Carter Page’s
travel to Moscow.
The FBI team pounced on what
it saw as an opportunity as soon as
Page wrote a letter to then-FBI Director James Comey complaining
about the “completely false” leak.
“At a minimum, the letter provides us a pretext to interview,”
Strzok wrote to Lisa Page on Sept.
26, 2016.
Within weeks, that “pretext”
— often a synonym for an excuse
— had been upsized to a Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA)
court warrant, giving the FBI the
ability to use some of its most
awesome powers to monitor Carter
Page and his activities.
To date, the former Trump adviser has been accused of no wrongdoing despite being subjected to
nearly a year of surveillance.
Some internal memos detail the
pressure being applied by the FBI to
DOJ prosecutors to get the warrant
on Carter Page buttoned up before
Election Day.
In one email exchange with the
subject line “Crossfire FISA,” Strzok and Lisa Page discussed talking
points to get then-FBI Deputy Director Andrew McCabe to persuade
a high-ranking DOJ official to sign
off on the warrant.

“Crossfire Hurricane” was one
of the code names for four separate
investigations the FBI conducted
related to Russia matters in the
2016 election.
“At a minimum, that keeps the
hurry the F up pressure on him,”
Strzok emailed Page on Oct. 14,
2016, less than four weeks before
Election Day.
Four days later the same team
was emailing about rushing to get
approval for another FISA warrant
for another Russia-related investigation code-named “Dragon.”
“Still an expedite?” one of the
emails beckoned, as the FBI tried to
meet the requirements of a process
known as a Woods review before a
FISA warrant can be approved by
the courts.
“Any idea what time he can
have it woods-ed by?” Strzok asked
Page. “I know it’s not going to matter because DOJ is going to take the
time DOJ wants to take. I just don’t
want this waiting on us at all.”
Until all the interviews are
completed by Congress and DOJ’s
inspector general later this year,
we won’t know why counterintelligence agents who normally take
a methodical approach to investigation felt so much pressure days
before the election on this case.
Were they concerned about

By Daniel Turner
The Hill opinion contributor
Forget about #abolishICE. Scott
Pruitt’s resignation provides an
opportunity for President Trump to
do something bold that will better
protect the environment and help
D.C. run more efficiently: return
the powers of the EPA to the states.
I have defended Pruitt’s effectiveness and still stand by the
claim that his elimination of many
regulations has helped the energy
industry grow without sacrificing
the environment. According to the
Department of Labor, there are
3,000 more coal miners employed
now than in 2016. Crucial pipelines
like Keystone and Dakota Access
are providing thousands of jobs
and securing America’s energy
independence when global unrest
has caused energy prices to spike.

We can have a robust energy
sector and a healthy environment.
Localized government is the best
guarantor of both.
The more than 1,300 Superfund
Sites, those areas with hazardous
material that require long-term
investments to clean up, would be
better addressed by governors with
state-level enforcement powers,
state-level resources, and state-level personnel. Shipping these serious
environmental disasters to Washington has not hastened their remediation. Pruitt himself identified 21
sites that have lingered for decades.
As an agency, the EPA employs
more than 14,000 people and has an
annual operating budget of over $8
billion. A 2016 Inspector General
Report found evidence of millions
of dollars in waste and theft, and
thousands of unaccounted man

hours of labor.
Reallocating these funds and
personnel to each governor can
better address issues of toxic waste,
water contamination, and air quality
than maintaining a large, career
bureaucracy in Washington.
Under the previous administration, the EPA became a weapon to
attack the energy industry. What the
Obama administration was unable
to achieve through legislation they
implemented through regulation,
thus explaining the ease with which
Pruitt demolished the Obama era
environmental policies during his
tenure. The EPA attacked companies producing oil, gas and most
of all, coal. All while superfund
sites — which are the very core
of the EPA’s mission — remained
unaddressed.
A coal mine owner in Kentucky

losing a chance to gather evidence
at a critical moment? Or maybe,
as some Republicans long have
suspected, they wanted to impact
the election?
The agents got the Carter Page
warrant in October and, within two
weeks, Democrats in Congress such
as then-Sen. Harry Reid (Nev.) and
some media members were raising
questions about the FBI withholding word of a probe that could hurt
Trump. FBI agents monitored those
reports, too.
The day after Trump’s surprising
win on Nov. 9, 2016, the FBI counterintelligence team engaged in a
new mission, bluntly described in
another string of emails prompted
by another news leak.
“We need ALL of their names
to scrub, and we should give them
ours for the same purpose,” Strzok
emailed Page on Nov. 10, 2016,
citing a Daily Beast article about
some of former Trump campaign
chairman Paul Manafort’s allegedly
unsavory ties overseas.
“Andy didn’t get any others,”
Page wrote back, apparently indicating McCabe didn’t have names
to add to the “scrub.”
“That’s what Bill said,” Strzok
wrote back, apparently referring
to then-FBI chief of counterintelligence William Priestap. “I
suggested we need to exchange
our entire lists as we each have potential derogatory CI info the other
doesn’t.” CI is short for confidential
informants.
It’s an extraordinary exchange,
if for no other reason than this: The
very day after Trump wins the presidency, some top FBI officials are
involved in the sort of gum-shoeing
normally reserved for field agents,
and their goal is to find derogatory
information about someone who

had worked for the president-elect.
As the president-elect geared up
to take over, the FBI made another
move that has captured investigators’ attention: It named an executive with expertise in the FBI’s most
sensitive surveillance equipment to
be a liaison to the Trump transition.
On its face, that seems odd;
technical surveillance nerds aren’t
normally the first picks for plum
political assignments. Even odder,
the FBI counterintelligence team
running the Russia-Trump collusion probe seemed to have an
interest in the appointment.
These and other documents are
still being disseminated to various
oversight bodies in Congress, and
more revelations are certain to
occur.
Yet, now, irrefutable proof exists
that agents sought to create pressure
to get “derogatory” information
and a “pretext” to interview people close to a future president they
didn’t like.
Clear evidence also exists that
an investigation into still-unproven
collusion between a foreign power
and a U.S. presidential candidate
was driven less by secret information from Moscow and more by
politically tainted media leaks.
And that means the dots between
expressions of political bias and
official actions just got a little more
connected.
*****
John Solomon is an award-winning investigative journalist whose
work over the years has exposed
U.S. and FBI intelligence failures
before the Sept. 11 attacks, federal
scientists’ misuse of foster children
and veterans in drug experiments,
and numerous cases of political
corruption. He is The Hill’s executive vice president for video.

told me every week a new regulation would arrive with a mandate
to shut down operations until they
could comply. The tax burden
didn’t disappear, nor did payroll
and insurance for his workers.
As they adjusted to comply with
the new regulation, zero coal production meant zero income until an
EPA inspector could recertify their
mine for operation. The financial
toll would mean worker layoffs.
Once allowed to reopen, another
regulation would arrive, and the
process would repeat itself.
Finally, after years of this back
and forth of ever-changing regulation, the mine closed permanently,
laying off hundreds of people.
Across the county, coal miners to
machinists to coffee shop owners
found themselves unemployed.
The EPA was no longer protecting the environment; it was
destroying compliant companies
in rural American communities for
ideological reasons. This is weaponization of government — and it
must not happen again.
Returning the power of environmental protection, regulation and
enforcement to the states eliminates
the threat from an out-of-control
bureaucracy. In addition, federal

or interstate regulations should be
handled by the Department of Interior. Just as the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services and its
$1 trillion budget is housed within
HHS (and administered at the state
level), so too should the regulation
of environmental protection be
housed within DOI (and administered at the state level). This would
also address President Trump’s call
to shrink the size of the federal
government.
We can do this and continue to
respect the men and women who
work in our energy industry, who
drill for the oil and gas and who
mine the coal that each and every
one of us use every day. Returning
the power of the EPA to the state,
and realigning those federal needs
into an already existing Cabinet
agency can protect the environment, respect the workers, and
eliminate the risk that past EPA Administrators, Scott Pruitt included,
use their power for anything other
than good.
Daniel Turner is the executive
director of Power The Future, a
national nonprofit organization
that advocates for American energy jobs. Follow him on Twitter @
DanielTurnerPTF.

Return the EPA to the states
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her emails without response; sent text messages that
went undelivered, and telephone calls that went to a
dead line.
Every person I contacted could not give me any
information. It was already the end of May when I
finally made contact with another classmate who told
me that my dear best friend has passed away in January.

Maramis
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or the Internet (especially), they now have the
makings of starting one of those ridiculous
trends or fads that come to be the latest things
by which young people express themselves,
rebel against the establishment, stress out
their parents, and of course — because they
really do not know the consequences of what
could happen — hurt themselves in any number of ways, and sometimes even die. And
as if TV and the Internet were not enough
of an “inspiration” and “dare” to those kids,
real life news stories brings real life up close
and personal, showing those who have tried
the very things they have been trying behind
their parents’ backs, and showing how much
“fun” they look to be! Too bad the filming of
that news doesn’t get to go into the hospitals
or the morgues, or even the homes of the
parents who lost their child to some foolish
and dangerous stunt and show the end result
of those “fads.”
The really sad thing about all this is that
the person taking up the challenge does not
really know all the possible consequences
of taking up such a stunt, just like those
same persons might never give the possible
consequences of committing some little “insignificant crime” a serious thought — until
after the consequences are upon them. Then
they’ll be wishing with all their might that
the whole thing they just went through was
only a dream, something unreal, and yet it’s
all too real, too true.
All actions have consequences — whether
immediately or much later, down the road.
Some consequences may seem to only fall
upon the one involved in the “challenge,”

She died unexpectedly and by herself.
I miss her deeply, but the worst unconceivable pain
is that I was not able to say goodbye.
*****
Perly Viasmensky is the General Manager of the
Las Vegas Tribune. She writes a weekly column in this
newspaper. To contact Perly Viasmensky, email her at
pviasmensky@lasvegas tribune.com.

prank, or crime, but most involve many
others, such as one’s family, one’s friends,
one’s circle of acquaintances, and of course,
the instigator, if there is one — and there
usually is. Also, if there are any out there in
‘InternetLand’ who know you and “follow
you” — those whom you might influence in
any way —, they may well put their common
sense aside and try anything that you suggest
to try, making you the unknowing or even
the intended instigator. And while you were
only being stupid for the supposed fun of
it, you might well end up being responsible
on some level for the horrible consequences
that happen to all those who look up to you.
So you want to be the first one to complete
that certain challenge? Okay. And what will
you achieve? The “honor” of the accomplishment? Higher status among your circle
of friends and “followers”? How about permanent disfiguration, arrest, or even death?
Would any of that be worth it? Things are so
different today from the days kids went for
being the champion on the pinball machines,
just getting their name to the top of the list
of players.
We must bear in mind (if we can) that a
teenager’s brain has not finished growing, and
that, if that teenager could fast-forward to his
25-year-old self, he probably would never
make the decision to take up that stupid and
dangerous challenge; yet his 18-year-old self
doesn’t know any better so it sounds like fun
and he is ripe to go for it.
So what can possibly go wrong? A mature
mind can come up with a whole list of possible scenarios, whereas the immature and
underdeveloped mind envisions the “fun,”

laughs, and powerstatus of being one of the
only “winners” in that challenge.
Here are just a few of the many challenges
seen online, on TV, and in the news over
the past few years — challenges, fads and
stupid things to try that can all lead to pain,
suffering, or even death. In no special order:
The Kylie Jenner Lip Challenge
Many females and males alike seem to
want big puffy (read that sexy) lips. Maybe
they really think that they can achieve the
look they want without injections or expense
by doing what they see others online doing
— putting their lips inside a drinking glass
or bottle and sucking the air out of it. Sure,
they may well get big puffy lips, but they will
hardly look sexy, and they may ruin their lips
this way. Permanently.
The fire challenge
Why do people cover themselves in alcohol and set their bodies on fire? The “funny”
part of this fad is supposed to consist of
watching how a player runs around the streets
trying to extinguish the flames. But this trend
turned out to be not so funny as many people ended up in hospitals with second- and
third-degree burns.
Planking
Just as it sounds, simply lying prone —
like a plank, but in a dangerous way. It apparently has become a real craze. Although
this so-called activity has no real aim, other
than constantly looking for more and more
extreme and dangerous places to plank (such
as on top of tigers and crocodiles, on roofs
and phone posts, on roads full of traffic, and
on high cliffs) the danger does not seem to
deter the challengers.

Car surfing
Car or vehicle surfing is still one of the
most widespread trends among youngsters.
In order to accept this challenge, you have to
get on the top of the vehicle and try to stay
there for as long as possible while someone
is driving it at a high speed.
The choking game
This “game” is back again. Apparently
it didn’t do enough damage the first or
second time around. The game uses limited
strangulation to reduce oxygen to the brain,
causing the participant to faint. In 2014,
the choking game became a bonafide social
media craze among teens, with hashtags like
#thechokinggame and #passoutchallenge
circulating. Sadly, this newly revived social
media challenge has also resulted in a number
of deaths, and some of those not even in their
teens are part of it.
For all those who care about such things,
you can look up all the past and present
crazes, the pranks and challenges that are
harming and killing our children and our
youth. And always remember, they are not yet
mature; they are underdeveloped and in need
of a lot of strong guidance, not ridicule and
punishment, which will only make them go
more “underground.” If adults still make poor
choices sometimes, no matter how “mature”
they might be, how then are we to judge the
maturity-challenged whose brains haven’t
even finished developing?
Maramis Choufani is the Managing Editor of the Las Vegas Tribune. She writes a
weekly column in this newspaper. To contact
Maramis, email her at maramis@lasvegastribune.com.
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Interview with former Hell’s
Angels leader, George Christie

By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
George Christie’s photo by Sandy
Zimmerman, others furnished
by George Christie
Known and feared as the leader
of Hells Angels, George Christie
rode for 35 years during his life
of crime, first in Los Angeles then
Ventura, California.
During our interview George
reminisced, “One time around
25-30 of us stopped at a town near
Devil’s Tower, and the local sheriff
was referred to me.
He said, “Could you do me a
favor?”
George thought, “What does
he want?”
Sheriff: “I am running for office
in a tight race and would like to
say that I ran the Hells Angels out
of town.”
George agreed and felt after they
leave it wouldn’t matter and don’t
know if that helped the sheriff.
George’s feelings about his
participation in the Hells Angels, “I
learned valuable lessons, paid my
dues and came out in one piece.”
According to George Christi’s
website, “The Hells Angels is the
single most notorious motorcycle
club in history. The man that law
enforcement is pursuing no longer
exists. Like the Western outlaws of
old he walked into a new century
and vanished. He is gone, and I ask
you to let him rest in peace.”
George: “It’s true, for forty years
I rode with the Hells Angels. Thirty-five of those as one of its leaders
and spokesmen. Although I am no
longer a member or participant in
that lifestyle, it is hard to separate
my past from the present for many
people, as well as the man from
the myth, and that includes myself
at times.
“Over time I have tried to become smarter, wiser and more
tempered. I’ve not always taken
the correct turns in life but when
I have realized I was off course I
have always tried my best to once
again find true north.
“Several years ago I made a
decision to not just relinquish my

Early photo of George Christie

George Christie today during Sandy’s Interview.

office, but to end my tenure as a
club member: A difficult personal
decision I knew would arouse
suspicion in many. Through providence, I found myself on a road
down which I was no longer willing
to take my wife and young son.
“Although I did not personally
direct anyone, I accept that if I am
truly guilty of anything it is a lack
of leadership. So I stand here before
you ready to accept the punishment
for the crimes I’ve plead guilty to
and once again find true north.”
The outlaw bike movement was
born on the heels of World War II
by the returning veterans in Southern California.
What started out as an esoteric
sub culture has grown into a worldwide phenomenon.
*****
Award-winning syndicated columnist/talk show host Sandy Zimmerman is a Show and Dining
reviewer as well as travel, health,
and luxury living. If you have and
questions, would like information,
or to recommend subjects, please
call (702)-515-0846 or email sandyzimm2003@yahoo.com. RECOMMENDATIONS: Do you have
a fave singer, dancer, magician,
illusionist, hypnotist, comedian,
ventriloquist, variety act, production show, group, or other entertainer? Please send your name,
telephone number, email, reasons
for your choice, and you may win
free show tickets or other prizes.

Hells Angels

George Christie, leader of Hell’s Angels, with the leader of the Outlaws.
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Capital Grille: It’s Your Wine,
Enjoy It Where You Like

By Mike Kermani
Las Vegas Tribune
Some wines are simply too good
to be enjoyed just once. Which is
why we are delighted to invite Insiders to order any bottle from our
extensive wine list, enjoy it during
your dining experience with us,
then take the remaining wine with
you to experience again. The cork
is never removed, so your second
sipping will be as perfect as the first,
including the critically acclaimed
2013 Joseph Phelps Cabernet Sauvignon. Allow us to introduce Sip
Today, Sip Tomorrow.
*****

Mario Gambio
MEET & GREET ROCK
STARS AND CELEBRITIES,
JULY 21 MEET THE AUTHOR
OF “CASINO, THE SEQUEL”
Mario Gambino, the author of
the “Casino, The Sequel” book,
will be conducting a seminar on
his up-coming book on July 21st in
Las Vegas!!! Meet and Greet with
Gabino, learn how this true story
came about and details about the
book before it’s released to the public. You’ll also have a rare chance
to have your picture taken with the
author and have it autographed!!!
If you are a Mob Story Lover, this
event is for you!!! Tickets available
at: Meet & Greet — Tickets Facebook Page. This event at the Plaza
Hotel, from 3-5 pm.
*****

PT’S ENTERTAINMENT
GROUP TO SPICE UP
NATIONAL TEQUILA DAY
WITH LIMITED-EDITION
SPIRIT
Grab the salt and lime! In celebration of National Tequila Day,
PT’s Entertainment Group, with 59
taverns throughout the Las Vegas
Valley and Nevada, will offer $5
shots of Golden Entertainment’s
limited-edition Patrón Reposado
tequila. The holiday special will be
available at all locations, including
PT’s Pub, PT’s Gold, PT’s Ranch,
PT’s Brewing Company, Sean Patrick’s, Sierra Gold and SG Bar on
Tuesday, July 24.
The limited-edition Patrón Reposado tequila has been aged in
a unique barrel specifically for
Golden Entertainment, the parent
company to PT’s Entertainment
Group. Plus, PT’s happy hour offerings are available daily from 5
to 7 p.m., and midnight to 2 a.m.
Selections priced at $6 include
Sriracha chicken bites and loaded
potato skins; $7 selections include a

half-pound pub burger and chicken
parmesan sliders; and flatbreads,
including three-cheese, meat feast,
the Gilroy and buffalo chicken, will
be priced at $8.
PT’s happy hour also offers a 50
percent discount on drinks including wines by the glass, premium
spirits and all craft and import
beer, which includes PT’s own craft
brews such as the Golden Hefeweizen and Hualapai IPA.
*****

THE DISTRICT AT GREEN
VALLEY RANCH INVITES
THE PUBLIC TO A FREE
SUMMER CONCERT
FEATURING TALENTED
LOCAL MUSICIAN
KAYLIE FOSTER
The District at Green Valley
Ranch invites the community to
attend a summer concert featuring
talented local Indie/alternative/
pop musician Kaylie Foster. The
performance is part of the center’s
summer concert series which will
feature a different artist each Friday
and Saturday evening in July and
August. Concerts are FREE and
open to the public. For more information, visitwww.shopthedistrictgvr.com/events-and-promotions.
WHEN: Saturday, July 21st: 7
p.m. to 9 p.m.
WHERE: The District at Green
Valley Ranch
Performances Held in the Courtyard off Main Street, 2225 Village
Walk Drive, Henderson. www.
shopthedistrictgvr.com
*****

THE UNDERGROUND AT
THE MOB MUSEUM,
SPONSORED BY ZAPPOS,
INTRODUCES Z’CREAM
DREAM, FIRST “ZAP-ONTAP” CRAFT BREW
The Mob Museum, The National
Museum of Organized Crime and
Law Enforcement, announces The
Underground’s first “Zap-on-Tap”
brew, Z’Cream Dream. Zap-on-Tap
is a collaboration with Zappos, the
signature sponsor of The Underground which is the Museum’s
new Prohibition history exhibition
featuring a distillery, brewery and
speakeasy. As part of its sponsorship, the Zappos team has the privilege of collaborating on the creation of one of The Underground’s
seasonal beer selections available
to the public. Z’Cream Dream will
be available from July 5 through
August 31. A new Zappos craft
beer selection will be introduced
on September 1.
House-brewed in The Under-

ground at The Mob Museum’s
immersive Prohibition history
exhibition, which also includes a
moonshine distillery and speakeasy,
Z’Cream Dream is a cream ale with
subtle notes of sweet blood orange
and the presence of vanilla. This
light and crisp summertime ale will
transport you back to your favorite
childhood treat. ABV 5.8 percent.
It is available for $8 per pint glass.
In order to craft Zap-on-Tap, the
designated Zappos “brewers” meet
with The Underground’s expert
team to learn about the process of
beer making. Subsequently, they
consult The Underground’s Zapon-Tap decision-making guide to
determine the beer they wish to
make—anything from a light and
refreshing wheat beer; to a crisp,
citrusy and bitter pale ale; to a
malt and somewhat sweet brown
ale. They can choose additional
flavor essences to customize their
brew selection and then, of course,
decide on the perfect name for their
concoction.
“Zappos is excited to bring
Zap-on-Tap to life in partnership
with The Underground at The
Mob Museum,” said Loren Becker,
experience and community team
manager, Zappos. “To craft each
Zap-on-Tap selection, we assemble
a team of the most knowledgeable
Zappos ‘beer nerds’ by hosting
regular beer trivia contests for our
employees. Team members with the
best scores work together to craft
the upcoming Zap-on-Tap brew.”
The Underground’s speakeasy
is a full-service bar purveying not
only house-distilled moonshine and
craft beer, but also wines by the
glass, non-alcoholic beverages and
— of course — a tempting array
of authentic, Prohibition-inspired
cocktails. During The Underground’s new Happy Hour, taking
place from 5 to 7 p.m. Monday
through Friday, visitors can enjoy

20 percent off select cocktails, draft
beer and wine by the glass.
The Underground is open Sunday through Wednesday from 9 a.m.
to 10 p.m. and Thursday through
Saturday until midnight. Admission
to the speakeasy is included with
general Museum admission, is free
any time for patrons using the daily
passwords found on Instagram Stories@MobMuseum_Underground.
For more information about
Prohibition history, visit The Mob
Museum’s online exhibition, prohibitionhistory.org.
*****

WET’N’WILD LAS VEGAS
UPDATED ENTERTAINMENT
AND EVENTS SCHEDULE
Complimentary Entry for
Straight A Students
Now through Aug. 12
Students K-12 who earned
straight A’s will receive a one-time
complimentary entry by showing
their year-end report card at the
ticket window.
Mermaid Swim
at Colorado Cooler
July 1, July 15 and
Aug. 12 at 1 p.m.
Children are invited to enjoy
an interactive story and the opportunity to snap photos and swim
alongside a mermaid.
SOS Radio Summer Splash
Friday, July 13
Join the SOS Radio 90.5 crew
for a fun-filled day of activities and
music. Guests can use the promo
code “SOS” to purchase discounted

general admission tickets for $15
each.
Brandon Heath
Friday, July 13 at 7 p.m.
Guests will enjoy a performance
by contemporary Christian artist,
Brandon Heath, at the Red Rock
Bay wave pool stage. Courtesy of
SOS Radio 90.5, the concert is free
with a Wet’n’Wild Season Pass or
park entry.
Gold and VIP Season Pass
Holder Play Days
July 18 and Aug. 19
Eligible guests will receive onehour early entry into the water park.
Guests can expect at least one slide
tower and one body of water to be
fully operational.
Dive-In Movies
The “Dive-In Movies” series features family-friendly films screened
from the Red Rock Bay wave pool.
The series runs every Friday night
and select Saturday nights at 8 p.m.
through Aug. 11. Every featured
film is family-friendly and rated G
or PG. A schedule of films can be
found at http://wetnwildlasvegas.
com/events/dive-in-movies.aspx.
“Cars 3”
July 13 and 14 at 8 p.m.
“The Nut Job 2:
Nutty by Nature”
July 20 and 21 at 8 p.m.
“Smurfs: The Lost Village”
July 27 and 28 at 8 p.m.
“My Little Pony: The Movie”
Aug. 3 and 4 at 8 p.m.
“Deep”
Aug. 10 and 11 at 8 p.m.
Saturday Sessions
“Saturday Sessions” is aimed
at tweens, teens and adults and
features performances by young,
local DJs and giveaways. These
events will take place beginning at
2 p.m. Saturday afternoons through
August. For more information,
visit www.wetnwildlasvegas.com/
events.aspx. Every Saturday from
Saturday, June 9 through Saturday,
Aug. 18 at 2 p.m.
*****
Mike Kermani is an entertainment writer for the Las Vegas
Tribune newspaper. He writes a
weekly column in this newspaper.
To contact Mike Kermani, email
mkermani@ lasvegas tribune.com
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America’s Got Talent finalist Tape Face to perform two more
weeks this summer before leaving to Edinburgh Festival Fringe

By Jerry Fink
Las Vegas Tribune
Tape Face will have two more
weeks of summer shows at House
of Tape, inside Harrah’s Las Vegas,
before leaving to perform at Edinburgh Festival Fringe in Scotland.
Remaining dates are July 10-15,
17-22. The show will resume again
after the festival, on September 7.
Tickets can be purchased at any
Caesars Entertainment box office.
Tape Face is a former circus and
street performer in his native New
Zealand, Sam Wills has been performing as Tape Face since 2008.
The Season 11 America’s Got
Talent finalist spent 2016 and
2017 touring the world. From the
world-famous Las Vegas Strip to
London’s West End at the historic Garrick Theatre, this eccentric, modern silent stand-up is an
award-winning show that audiences
all over the world can’t stop talking
about.
Tape Face has already taken 2018 by storm: premiering a
brand-new show at World Buskers
Festival in Christchurch and opening House of Tape at Harrah’s Las
Vegas.
Meet and Greet with Tape Face
VIP Tickets include a Meet &
Greet before the show (begins one
hour prior to show time). Receive
a photo taken with Tape Face with
permission to post on social media
and a one-of-a-kind Tape Face
poker chip only available at the
VIP Meet & Greet. This package
can be purchased online through
TicketMaster.com or by calling
702-777-2782.
*****

THE UNDERGROUND AT
THE MOB MUSEUM,
SPONSORED BY ZAPPOS,
INTRODUCES Z’CREAM
DREAM, FIRST “ZAP-ONTAP” CRAFT BREW
The Mob Museum, The National
Museum of Organized Crime and
Law Enforcement, announces The
Underground’s first “Zap-on-Tap”
brew, Z’Cream Dream.
Zap-on-Tap is a collaboration
with Zappos, the signature sponsor
of The Underground which is the
Museum’s new Prohibition history
exhibition featuring a distillery,
brewery and speakeasy.
As part of its sponsorship, the
Zappos team has the privilege of
collaborating on the creation of one
of The Underground’s seasonal beer
selections available to the public.
Z’Cream Dream will be available through August 31. A new
Zappos craft beer selection will be
introduced on September 1.
House-brewed in The Underground at The Mob Museum’s
immersive Prohibition history
exhibition, which also includes a
moonshine distillery and speakeasy,
Z’Cream Dream is a cream ale with
subtle notes of sweet blood orange
and the presence of vanilla. This
light and crisp summertime ale will

transport you back to your favorite
childhood treat. ABV 5.8 percent.
It is available for $8 per pint glass.
In order to craft Zap-on-Tap, the
designated Zappos “brewers” meet
with The Underground’s expert
team to learn about the process of
beer making. Subsequently, they
consult The Underground’s Zapon-Tap decision-making guide to
determine the beer they wish to
make — anything from a light and
refreshing wheat beer; to a crisp,
citrusy and bitter pale ale; to a malt
and somewhat sweet brown ale.
They can choose additional
flavor essences to customize their
brew selection and then, of course,
decide on the perfect name for their
concoction.
“Zappos is excited to bring
Zap-on-Tap to life in partnership
with The Underground at The
Mob Museum,” said Loren Becker,
experience and community team
manager, Zappos. “To craft each
Zap-on-Tap selection, we assemble
a team of the most knowledgeable
Zappos ‘beer nerds’ by hosting
regular beer trivia contests for our
employees. Team members with the
best scores work together to craft
the upcoming Zap-on-Tap brew.”
The Underground’s speakeasy
is a full-service bar purveying not
only house-distilled moonshine
and craft beer, but also wines by
the glass, non-alcoholic beverages
and— of course — a tempting array
of authentic, Prohibition-inspired
cocktails. During The Underground’s new Happy Hour, taking
place from 5 to 7 p.m. Monday
through Friday, visitors can enjoy
20 percent off select cocktails, draft
beer and wine by the glass.
The Underground is open Sunday through Wednesday from 9 a.m.
to 10 p.m. and Thursday through
Saturday until midnight. Admission
to the speakeasy is included with
general Museum admission, is free
any time for patrons using the daily
passwords found on Instagram Stories @MobMuseum_Underground.
For more information about
Prohibition history, visit The Mob
Museum’s online exhibition, prohibitionhistory.org.
*****
HIGHEST RATED MALE
REVUE CELEBRATES
THREE YEARS IN
LAS VEGAS
Recognized as the most interactive male revue in Las Vegas, the

Australian-based show Aussie Heat
is comprised of eight classically
trained dancers in street, break and
hip-hop dancing.
As seen on Australia’s Got
Talent and So You Think You Can
Dance Australia, the group takes
male revue to a whole new level.
Aussie Heat explodes with interactive seduction and world-class
choreography, performing four
nights a week at the V Theater
inside Miracle Mile Shops.
Tickets to the electrifying show
start at $54.99 (plus applicable tax
fees) and can be purchased online
or at the V Theater Box Office.
For more information, visit www.
aussieheatlv.com. Follow on Facebook @AussieHeatLV, Instagram
@AussieHeatLV and YouTube @
AussieHeat
*****
NEON MUSEUM SETS
ATTENDANCE RECORD,
INTRODUCES
SELF-GUIDED, GENERAL
ADMISSION TOURS
Fresh off its fiscal year where a
record 200,000 people visited the
museum, the Neon Museum has
once again expanded its offerings.
A new general admission ticket,
where visitors can take self-guided
tours during daytime hours, has
been introduced in an effort to meet
public demand.
Museum historical interpreters
stationed around the exhibition area
are available to answer questions
while guests are free to explore the
more than 200 signs on display at
their own pace.
General admission tours are
currently offered during the day,
with available times posted at www.
NeonMuseum.org.
“Turning people away from the
museum, which was happening on

a daily basis, was not an option for
us. General Admission is designed
to meet the overwhelming demand
from visitors who want to see Nevada’s crown jewel,” explained Rob
McCoy, Neon Museum president
and chief executive officer. “Our
visitation is up 58 percent year over
year, yet we were still unable to
accommodate everyone who came
to our doors. While we continue
to offer guided tours, and will always offer that option, offering the
self-guided experience allows us to
host more visitors than we could do
with guided tours alone.”
Guests on guided tours spend
45 minutes to an hour learning
about the history of sign design
and the resorts and businesses they
advertised.
During the heat of the summer
months, guided tours are offered
beginning in the early evening
continuing through midnight.
In addition, this year the museum added “Brilliant!” — the audiovisual, augmented-reality lightand-sound experience that uses
projection mapping technology to
re-animate 40 non-working signs in
the museum’s North Gallery. Brilliant! is showing four times nightly
and has also increased capacity to
meet demand.
Reservations are recommended
for all Neon Museum tours and may
be booked online.
*****
THE MOB MUSEUM EVENTS
The Mob Museum, The National
Museum of Organized Crime and
Law Enforcement, announces its
roster of public programs for July.
Science of Crime – Latent
Fingerprints, Saturday, July 14,
2 to 3 p.m. Forensic science is a
complex discipline that encompasses more than a dozen distinct
fields. This program in the Science
of Crime series explores the topic
of latent prints and how forensic
scientists match them in the course

of an investigation. This program is
presented in the Organized Crime
Today exhibit on the first floor by
The Mob Museum and the Las
Vegas Metropolitan Police Department Forensic Laboratory.
Community Safety Forum –
Home Safety, Sunday, July 15, 2
to 3 p.m. Each month, the Museum
partners with the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department to offer
FREE Community Safety Forums.
These events, which include
FREE Museum admission sponsored by NV Energy, address ways
members of the public can inform
and protect themselves. July’s
forum will focus on home safety
with discussion on Nevada laws
that determine a home invasion,
burglary and robbery.
Officers will also share prevention strategies to help keep homes
safe. Live-streaming of this presentation will be available on the
Museum’s website.
Courtroom Conversation –
Police Use of Force: Policies,
Practices and Politics of Reform,
Wednesday, July 25, 7 to 9 p.m.
Join Sheriff Joseph Lombardo,
Las Vegas Metropolitan Police
Department (LVMPD); Christine
Cole, safety and justice reform
expert; Greg McCurdy, retired law
enforcement executive; and Captain
Kelly McMahill for this rare opportunity for citizens of Las Vegas to
hear a frank and in-depth conversation among key players in the
dramatic reforms of the LVMPD’s
use-of-force policies and practices.
Police use of force is one of the
most contentious issues in America
today.
A number of controversial police
shootings in the Las Vegas area in
2010 and 2011 prompted a federal
inquiry, leading to comprehensive
reforms within the LVMPD. The
collaborative reform process has
transformed the department into
a national model for other police
agencies to emulate. Panelists will
explain and discuss the reforms to
the LVMPD’s use-of-force policies
and practices and how they have
improved community relations.
Admission for this event free for
Museum Members or with general
admission.
For more information about public programs at The Mob Museum,
please call (702) 229-2734 or visit
themobmuseum.org.
Jerry Fink is an entertainment
columnist for the Las Vegas Tribune
newspaper and writes a weekly column. To contact Fink, email him at
jfink@ lasvegastribune.com.
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El Dorado Cantina’s
Mexican-Style Party
By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by Sandy Zimmerman
I was invited to the El Dorado Cantina
Restaurant and Bar’s 4th anniversary party, a
time to taste their delicious Mexican cuisine
and enjoy a real Mexican-style party.
A colorful six-piece mariachi group entertained everyone while strolling around
the restaurant they reminded me of my trips
to Mexico hearing those traditional rhythms.
Chef Paco Cortes prepared a feast of platters filled with more and more appetizers that
were brought to the tables. This is the time for
the guests to eat and try all of the appetizers.
With large, comfortable booths, the dining
room, bar and banquet room, choose where
you want to sit.
A strikingly beautiful ice sculpture was
carved to commemorate this event.
I enjoyed their party, met new friends
and highly recommend El Dorado if you are
thinking of having a party why not a Mexican-theme party?
Winner of “Best of Las Vegas,” El Dorado
is perfect for couples, families or friends and
for each person to order a different appetizer
and entrée to have your own tasting party!
There’s interesting, unique Signature
Plates, Entrees, Appetizers and Small Bites:
Chipotle Chicken
Gluten Free-Mary’s Free Range chicken
breast simmered in creamy chipotle sauce
with grilled bell peppers and onions.
Chili Rub Steak with Potatoes
Gluten Free-Garlic chili rub rib eye
cooked to perfection with grilled peppers &
onions in a bed of tender potatoes with Chile
Pasilla sauce.
Signature Bowl — Gluten Free
Choice of grilled steak, Carnitas or Mary’s
Free Range grilled chicken served over your
choice of cilantro or brown rice & refried or
black beans topped with fresh guacamole,
Queso fresco, Pico de Gallo & Mexican three
cheese blend.
Cedar Chipotle Salmon
Gluten Free-Char-grilled wild salmon on
a cedar plank in a chipotle honey mustard
sauce. Served with cilantro rice and fresh cut
vegetables (Cozumel).
Pineapple Shrimp — Gluten Free
Wild Pacific shrimp simmered in chipotle
roasted salsa, topped with grilled peppers
Mexican three cheese blend. Served in a fresh
halved pineapple (Cancun).
Imperial Shrimp
Wild Pacific shrimp wrapped in bacon and
lightly fried, stuffed with seafood. Served
with chipotle ranch dressing.
Tableside Ghost Chili Salsa
— Gluten Free and Vegan
Fresh roasted ghost chili peppers, roasted
tomatoes, garlic, salt and pepper mixed together tableside and garnished with cilantro
onion mix. Served with organic house tortilla
chips.
For a snacks, appetizers or desserts, visit

Ice Sculpture for El Dorado’s 4th Anniversary.

El Dorado Cantina, at 3025 Sammy Davis,
Jr., Drive. Call 702-722-2289.
For more information visit the website:
http://www.eldoradovegas.com.
*****
Award-winning syndicated columnist/talk

Mahi Mahi Tacos (Photo by El Dorado)

show host Sandy Zimmerman is a Show and
Dining reviewer as well as travel, health,
and luxury living. For information, questions, or to recommend subjects, please call
(702)-515-0846 or email sandyzimm2003@
yahoo.com. SUGGESTIONS: Do you have a

favorite restaurant, steakhouse, coffee shop
or diner in Las Vegas or around the world?
Please let us know and you may win free show
tickets or other prizes. Send the name of the
restaurant, the reasons for your choice and
your telephone number.

Deep Fried Ice Cream Dessert; (Photo by El Dorado)
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CITY BEAT

The District at Green Valley Ranch invites the public to a free
summer concert featuring local musician Miles Van Blarcom

The District at Green Valley
Ranch invites the community to
attend a summer concert featuring
talented local Americana/country
musician Miles van Blarcom. The
performance is part of the center’s
summer concert series which will
feature a different artist each Friday
and Saturday evening in July and
August. Concerts are FREE and
open to the public. For more information, visit www.shopthedistrictgvr.com/events-and-promotions.
WHEN: Friday, July 20th: 7
p.m. to 9 p.m.
WHERE: The District at Green
Valley Ranch performances held in
the courtyard off Main Street, 2225
Village Walk Drive, Henderson,
NV 89052, www.shopthedistrictgvr.com .
*****

Contractors Board revokes
three licenses and
disciplines others in
June hearings
The Nevada State Contractors
Board disciplined licensed contractors for violations of Nevada Revised Statutes Chapter 624 during
its June 2018 hearings.
Preferred Contracting, Inc.,
license number 51856 (general engineering), based out of Las Vegas,
Nev., was revoked after the Board
found the company in violation for
failure to establish financial responsibility, failure to keep in force a
bond or cash deposit, violation of
the state’s building laws and failure
to notify the Board of a change of
personnel or address. The license
was revoked. Licensee was fined
$4,000 and assessed investigative
costs.
AM/PM Air Conditioning, Inc.,
license number 17110 (refrigeration
and air conditioning), based out of
North Las Vegas, Nev., was found
in violation for failure to establish
financial responsibility, failure to
respond to a request from the Board
and failure to include Residential
Recovery Fund information in a
contract. Licensee was fined $850
and assessed investigative costs.
C & C Specialties, LLC, dba
LV House Doctor, license number
76906 (residential and small commercial) and C & C Specialties,
LLC, dba LV Yard Doctor, license
number 78533 (landscaping), based
out of Las Vegas, Nev., were found
in violation for aiding or abetting
an unlicensed person, disregard
of the state’s building laws and
contracting beyond the scope of the
license. Licensee was fined $1,000
and assessed investigative costs.
Aquarius Landscape & Sprinkler Co., Inc., dba Aquarius Landscaping, license number 19009
(landscaping), based out of Henderson, Nev., was found in violation
for contracting beyond the scope
of the license, failure to respond
to a Board request for information,
failure to establish financial responsibility and failure to cooperate in
a Board investigation. The license
was suspended. Licensee was fined
$2,500 and assessed investigative
costs.
Komax Development, Inc.,
license number 67413 (residential
and small commercial), based out
of Las Vegas, Nev., was found in
violation for failure to respond to
a Board request for information
and failure to cooperate in a Board
investigation. Licensee was fined
$1,000 and assessed investigative
costs.
Universal Electric Contractors,
LLC, dba Universal Electric & Solar, license number 76589 (electrical), based out of Las Vegas, Nev.,
was found in violation for failure to
pay for materials or services, failure

to cooperate in a Board investigation, failure to comply with a Board
request for information, committing
a fraudulent or deceitful act, disregard of the state’s labor or safety
laws, failure to notify the Board of
a change in address or personnel,
failure to include the license number or monetary limit on a bid or
contract, failure to keep in force a
bond or cash deposit and failure to
establish financial responsibility.
The license was revoked. Licensee
was fined $8,500 and assessed investigative costs.
Maintenance Bros., LLC, license number 80530 (plumbing
and heating), based out of Las
Vegas, Nev., was found in violation
for failure to pay for materials or
services, failure to cooperate in
a Board investigation, failure to
comply with a Board request for
information and failure to establish
financial responsibility. The license
was revoked. Licensee was fined
$2,000 and assessed investigative
costs.
Synergy Contracting, LLC.,
license numbers 77595 (residential
and small commercial) and 78803
(carpentry maintenance and small
repairs), Synergy Electrical, LLC,
license number 68456 (electrical)
and Quick Response Restoration
II, LLC, license number 79291
(carpentry maintenance and small
repairs), based out of Las Vegas,
Nev., were found in violation for
failure to comply with the terms of
a construction project, substandard
workmanship, failure to comply
with the Board’s notice to correct,
abandoning a construction project, failure to include Residential
Recovery Fund information on a
contract, committing a fraudulent
or deceitful act, contracting beyond
the scope of the license, disregard
of the state’s building laws, failure
to comply with a Board request for
information, misuse of the license
and failure to comply with the terms
of a construction contract. Licensee
was fined $19,800 and assessed
investigative costs.
*****
New York’s highest court
denies journalist’s appeal
to quash subpoena,
ultimately undermines
state’s shield law
New York Times journalist
Frances Robles was subpoenaed
for her testimony and notes from a
jailhouse interview with Conrado
Juarez, who is on trial for the murder of “Baby Hope.” We supported
her effort to quash the subpoena in
October of last year. In late June,
New York’s highest court denied
Robles’ appeal to quash the subpoena — effectively meaning that
reporters who are subpoenaed in
New York must either comply or
risk contempt.
Executive Director Bruce Brown
said this decision undermines the
state’s shield law and the New
York legislature should step in to
pass legislation that would allow
journalists to appeal subpoenas.
“A reporter should not have to risk
going to jail for contempt in order
to trigger appellate review of her
rights,” he said.
*****
Police must get a search
warrant for cellphone
location data, U.S.
Supreme Court rules
The U.S. Supreme Court ruled
that police generally need a search
warrant to obtain records that reveal
cellphone location data. This is an
important victory for privacy rights
in the digital age, and an important
ruling for journalists, because cellphone location records can reveal
sensitive details about newsgathering activities, like the stories a
reporter is working on and where
they’re going to gather information.
*****
Government agency agrees
to provide public notice
of future hearings
The Pipeline and Hazardous
Materials Safety Administration
will now include hearing scheduling letters in the publicly accessible case records on its website,
according to the agency’s Chief
Counsel Paul Roberti. In March,
the Reporters Committee asked the
agency to give notice to the public
of future pipeline safety hearings
as part of our successful efforts to
advocate for E&E News to attend
a PHMSA enforcement hearing
earlier this year.

Removing faded flowers before they can set seed, also known as deadheading, encourages an additional
flush of flowers on many perennials including daylilies. Photo by Melinda Myers, LLC
Summer Care for
method is useful for plants with an yourself to put stakes in place in
Perennial Gardens
abundance of small flowers such spring as plants emerge.
Submitted by Melinda Myers
as creeping phlox, rock cress and
Spread a thin layer of mulch
Keep your perennial gardens threadleaf coreopsis. Also consider such as shredded leaves, evergreen
looking their best throughout the digging and dividing threadleaf co- needles, twice shredded bark or
hot summer months with a bit of reopsis every few years to promote other organic material over the
midsummer grooming and care. continuous bloom.
soil surface. Mulching conserves
Investing time midseason means
Keep mums and asters pruned moisture, suppresses weeds, keeps
you’ll be enjoying beautiful gar- to 6” throughout June and stop roots cool during hot weather and
dens now through the end of the the beginning of July. Complete improves the soil as it decomposes.
growing season.
pruning by the beginning of July
Continue to remove weeds
Start by deadheading, remov- on late summer and fall blooming throughout the season to eliminate
ing faded flowers, to improve perennials. Early season pruning competition for water and nutrients.
the plants’ overall appearance. It encourages more compact growth Removing weeds before they form
won’t extend bloom time on all and can be used to stagger bloom seeds eliminates hundreds of weeds
perennials, but will keep some like times. Manage flopping growth on you’ll need to pull in next year’s
bergenia, lamb’s ear, peonies, and plants such as Walker’s Low Cat- garden. Weeding also reduces the
perennial geraniums looking neat mint (Nepeta) by cutting the plants risk of insects and disease in your
and tidy throughout the summer. back halfway. Cut back salvias and garden since some weeds attract
Deadheading will encourage an Veronicas after the second flush of pests and serve as host for diseases
additional flush of flowers on many flowers to promote compact growth that can damage perennials.
perennials including bee balm, cor- and additional bloom.
Plant perennials or annuals to
al bells, daylilies, fringed bleeding
Thin out overcrowded plants fill voids or mask declining spring
heart, phlox, purple coneflowers, by removing some stems to the bloomers. Water new plantings ofsalvia, veronica, and yarrow.
ground. This increases light pen- ten enough to keep the roots moist
Cut spent flowers back to the etration and airflow to the plants, for the first few weeks. Eventually
nearest set of side shoots with reducing the risk of disease.
switch to thorough, less frequent
flower buds or healthy leaves on peUse ground level pruning on watering to encourage deep drought
rennials like coneflowers, catmints, bleeding heart and other perennials tolerant roots. And don’t forget to
salvias, shasta daisies, turtlehead that dieback midseason.
mulch the soil right after you plant
and veronicas.
Dead leafing, a technique used to to keep roots cool and moist.
On daylilies and balloon flow- remove or trim back discolored foOnce your perennial gardens are
ers, remove individual flowers on liage, allows the flowers to remain spruced up, it’s time to sit back and
the flower scape (stem) as they fade. the center of attention.
enjoy the beauty you’ve created.
Once all the individual flowers
Stake plants in need of support
Melinda Myers has written more
have faded and been deadheaded, to prevent perennials from flop- than 20 gardening books, including
remove the whole flower stem.
ping. This will reduce disease and Small Space Gardening. She hosts
Prune flower stems back to a increase beauty.
The Great Courses “How to Grow
rosette of leaves at the base of
Although it’s always best to Anything” DVD series and the
the plant on coral bells, hosta and put stakes and supports in place as nationally syndicated Melinda’s
lamb’s ear to keep these plants plants emerge in spring, you can Garden Moment TV & radio seglooking their best.
still add a bit of support mid-season. ments. Myers is a columnist and
Shearing a plant, also called Use bamboo stakes and ties, twigs contributing editor for Birds &
cutting back, is a pruning method woven into stems or other attractive Blooms magazine. Myers’s web site
that removes large amounts of plant or virtually invisible stakes. Then is www.MelindaMyers.com.
material in one fell swoop. This mark next year’s calendar to remind
*****
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Greetings from Dongguan, China
By Doug Dickerson
“You’re off to Great Places!
Today is your day! Your mountain is
waiting, so… get on your way!” —
Dr. Seuss. Oh, The Places You’ll Go
I am writing to you from Dongguan, China, in the province of
Guangdong, on the east coast of
China — on the mainland.
I am here leading a team of
teachers and students for five weeks
teaching ESL classes to Chinese
students. Needless to say, this is a
once-in-a-lifetime experience. How
could I pass it up?
So on this blog for the next few
weeks, I will be sending you these
postcards to share my reflections
and insights about my stay here in
China. Here’s the first takeaway I’d
like to leave with you.
What separates us is not
nearly as important than
what unites us.
What I’ve learned is that too
much time is devoted to what separates us — be it our political points

DoUg DICkErsoN
of view, philosophies, religious
beliefs, etc… we tend to categorize
people and places based upon our
own prejudices. And in the process,
we lose perspective.
Here I see just how small the
world is — and what divides us is
not as important as what unites us.
We are all part of the human race.

BEHIND THE MIKE

The loving affection in a mothers eye as she holds her little girl
or the father’s proud hand on the
shoulder of his son is a universal
language. It knows no boundaries.
I’ve been blessed to travel to
many parts of the world and this is
a universal observation.
The late Sam Walton once observed: “The bigger we get the
smaller we have to think…” And
while we need to think long, dream
big, and pray hard… I hope the
world and what truly matters will
get smaller and become more in
focus.
It’s when we realize that we have
more in common we can begin to
make the world a better place for
everyone.
*****
Doug Dickerson is a syndicated
columnist. He writes a weekly column for this newspaper. To contact
Doug Dickerson, email him at
ddickerson@ lasvegastribune.com.

Doug Dickerson in Dongguan, China

Pillars of the Community

By Michael A. Aun
Every community has a handful
of them. They are the pillars that
keep a community strong. They are
stalwarts of the citizenry, the backbone of a community’s character.
No matter where you grew up,
you probably knew a pillar or two
in your community. One hot day
earlier this summer, I got a call from
a voice from the past, an attorney
by the name of Albert J. “A.J.”
Dooley, Sr. He is from my home
town of Lexington, SC and is one
of those pillars.
Though he never sought the
limelight of notoriety, it came his
way simply because he gave so
much of himself. Now 88 years of
age, it did not take much imagination for me to identify his voice
over the phone.
It was the same distinctive
voice that called play-by-play at
Lexington High School football
games for many years as I roamed
the sidelines as Sports Editor of
the Lexington Dispatch-News or
as I was doing play-by-play for the
radio broadcasts.
It was the same voice that represented the town of Lexington in the
SC House of Representatives for
eight years… the same voice that
carried on his service in the Senate
for another six years.
It was the same voice that spoke
up as a member of the Lexington
County School District Board…
the same voice that served on the
Board of Directors of Lexington
State Bank, Southern National
Bank and BB&T.
It was the same voice that served
his community in the Lexington
Chamber of Commerce and the
Lexington Lions Club for decades
while building and sustaining a
successful law practice that carries
on today.
No… he never sought notoriety
but it came his way, despite his
humility and integrity. Governor
James B. Edwards accorded him
the highest honor of the State of
South Carolina, The Order of the
Palmetto.
And while his half century
of service to others will long be
remembered, my fondest recollections were hearing both his and
fellow announcer Frank Register’s
voices calling Wildcat football

MICHAEL A. AUN

games.
I have known A. J. all of my life.
My uncles Arthur and Eli Mack
sponsored a Pee Wee baseball team
in the fifties. I played on that team
until I was too old to participate.
Then I became the coach of the
Mack’s Meatheads, where I had
the pleasure of working with A.
J.’s kids.
Those were some of the fondest
memories in my life. Especially
unforgettable was his late wife
Connie, who unofficially served as
our team mom. That was over a half
century ago and yet I remember her
and her family like it was last week.
It was the little things with
Connie. She was a terrific baker

and always brought the team her
latest batch of cookies. Of course,
her mom “Mrs. Spoon” was always
there to cheer the “Meatheads” on.
Despite all of A. J.’s remarkable achievements over the years,
I remember most those things he
was never paid to do, his service
to his community and devotion to
his family.
A. J. lost his bride Connie after
55 wonderful years of marriage.
She was an avid Atlanta Braves fan
who rarely missed a broadcast. A.
J., as I recall was a creature of habit.
For instance, he told me decades
ago about how he would never go to
sleep without catching the evening
news at 11 p.m.
Whether it was his trademark
short sleeved shirts or his booming
voice, his presence was always
appreciated. A. J. and Connie met
while working part time in a grocery store and married in 1951. The
couple had five children and a foster
child which was just one more way
A.J. gave back to others.
It is always a pleasant surprise
when a voice from the past reenters
your life.
*****
Michael Aun is a syndicated
columnist and writes a weekly column for this newspaper. To contact
Michael Aun, email him at maun@
lasvegastribune.com.

sunset over the south China sea upon approach to Hong kong.
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Social Security awareneSS

$700 Billion will disappear from Social
Security’s coffers over the next decade

By Sean Williams
Motley Fool
For nearly eight decades — it
began payouts in 1940 — Social
Security has been a financial rock
for a number of retired workers.
Today, it’s a program that more than
60 percent of all aged beneficiaries
rely on to provide at least half of
their retirement income. And, looking forward, Gallup’s April 2018
survey suggests it’s a program that
84 percent of nonretirees will need
in some capacity to make ends meet
during retirement.
But for as great as Social Security has been for retired workers, the
disabled, and survivors of deceased
workers, the nation’s most important social program is about to hit
its biggest speed bump in history.
Say goodbye to $700 billion
The newly released annual report from the Social Security Board
of Trustees highlights some very
big changes that are now underway with the program. Beginning
in 2018, and continuing with each
passing year, through 2034, Social
Security will be paying out more in
benefits than it’s generating in revenue. That hasn’t happened since
prior to the reforms passed during
the Reagan administration in 1983.
In 2018, an estimated $1.7
billion more in benefits will be
paid to eligible beneficiaries than
is collected in revenue via the
payroll tax, interest earned on its
asset reserves, and the taxation of
benefits. Though this net cash outflow will lessen modestly in 2019,
it will reaccelerate in a big way in
2020 and beyond, according to the
intermediate-cost model, as shown
(all figures are estimated):
—2018: $1.7 billion net cash
outflow
—2019: $0.2 billion net cash
outflow
—2020: $16.7 billion net cash
outflow
—2021: $32.9 billion net cash
outflow
—2022: $51.9 billion net cash
outflow
—2023: $73.8 billion net cash
outflow
—2024: $96.3 billion net cash
outflow
—2025: $122.4 billion net cash
outflow
—2026: $137.5 billion net cash
outflow
—2027: $169 billion net cash
outflow
Adding this net cash outflow up
works out to an outflow of $702.4
billion over the next decade. In the
process, the Old-Age, Survivors,
and Disability Insurance Trust’s
asset reserves will drop from just
north of $2.89 trillion to $2.19
trillion by the end of 2027.
Why’s this happening, you ask?
It’s due to a combination of factors
that includes the ongoing retirement

of baby boomers, the lengthening
of life expectancies over many
decades, and growing income inequality, to name a few.
Things get much worse
after 2027
Of course, based on the projections of the Trustees, $700 billion
disappearing from Social Security’s
coffers is peanuts compared to
what’s expected to happen between 2028 and 2034. According
to the intermediate-cost model, the
remaining $2.19 trillion will disappear, leaving the program with no
excess cash by 2034.
If there is good news here, it’s
that Social Security doesn’t need
any money in its asset reserves to
continue paying benefits to eligible beneficiaries. Though interest
income will disappear without
any cash in its coffers to buy special-issue bonds, the 12.4 percent
payroll tax on wage income of
up to $128,400 (as of 2018), and
the taxation of benefits to a lesser
degree, will ensure that revenue
continues to stream in, which can
then be disbursed to beneficiaries.
Please keep in mind that these
are estimates from the Trustees
and that they do tend to change a
bit with each passing year. Also,
understand that the above figures
are based on an average-cost model.
If costs come in substantially lower
or higher than expected, that would
certainly change the dynamics of
the program.
But as things stand now, Social
Security’s payout schedule isn’t
sustainable. By 2034, an estimated
across-the-board cut to benefits of
21 percent may be needed to sustain
payouts through the year 2092,
without any additional reductions.
That’s not exactly a rosy outlook for
those folks who are heavily reliant
on their monthly Social Security
check.

All eyes turn to a fix
Given the crucial role Social
Security plays in the lives of older
Americans, it’s up to Congress to
carve out a solution that supports
current and future beneficiaries to
the best of their ability. But the path
lawmakers propose taking to fix
Social Security differs greatly by
political party.
Though Democrats have offered
a bevy of solutions, none has been
more consistent than the call to
raise of eliminate the maximum
taxable earnings cap associated
with the payroll tax. Right now,
any wage income above $128,400
is exempt from the payroll tax,
which provides a means for a small
percentage of workers (less than
10 percent ) to escape taxation on
some of their earnings. As Demo-

crats have argued, these well-to-do
individuals can likely afford to pay
more into Social Security, thusly
lowering or cancelling out the estimated $13.2 trillion cash shortfall
the program is facing between 2034
and 2092.
Meanwhile, Republicans have
no shortage of proposals of their
own. Yet none is more prevalent
than the idea to gradually raise the
full retirement age, which is the age
you become eligible to receive 100
percent of your retirement benefit,
as determined by your birth year.
Currently set to peak at age 67 by
2022 for those born in 1960 or later,
Republicans would prefer to see
this figure raised to between age
68 and 70 to account for increased
longevity. In doing so, workers
would either wait longer to receive

their full payout or accept a steeper
permanent reduction in their payout
by claiming early. Either way, it
saves Social Security money over
the long run.
Arguably, the biggest issue in
finding a Social Security fix is
political hubris. Since both the
Democrats’ and Republicans’ core
proposals would, in theory, eliminate Social Security’s long-term
(75-year) cash shortfall, neither party has been willing to compromise
with their opposition. This stalemate is only making things worse,
as any proposed “fix” is going to
require more drastic measures the
longer lawmakers wait to implement it. In sum, Social Security is
headed toward deep trouble, and
the inaction of politicians is making
it worse.

By Bob Patterson
Acting Associate Commissioner
External Affairs Social Security
I am pleased to announce that we
are expanding our my Social Security online wage reporting service
to Supplemental Security Income
(SSI) recipients, as well as their
spouses, parents, sponsors, and
representative payees. Individuals
receiving both Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI) and SSI, as
well as their representative payees,
can also report wages online. This
service is available through our
existing my Social Security portal.
Check our website to learn more
about my Social Security features
and how to sign up.
Note: SSI recipients, their
spouses, parents, sponsors, and
representative payees may still use
the SSI Mobile Wage Reporting and

SSI Telephone Wage Reporting applications. However, the preferred
wage reporting method for individuals receiving both SSDI and SSI is
the my Social Security online wage
reporting service.

Social Security touches the life
of nearly every American. By offering more online service options
for conducting business with us, we
are leveraging technology to better
serve the public.

new way to report
wages to Social Security

Income Limits for SSDI Benefits
Social Security disability doesn’t have a limit on unearned income,
but there is a limit on how much you can make from working.
By Bethany K. Laurence
Attorney at Law
Social Security disability insurance
(SSDI) is available to individuals who can
no longer work due to a disability (physical
or mental). But only those who have paid
taxes onto the Social Security system for
at least several years are eligible for SSDI.
Those who are approved for benefits receive
monthly SSDI payments determined by their
respective earnings records (the average
amount is $1,197 in 2018).
The SSDI program does not put a limit on
the amount of assets or unearned income you
have (or income that your spouse may earn),
unlike the low-income disability program,
Supplemental Security Income (SSI).
However, the Social Security Administration (SSA) does put a limit on the amount
of money that you can earn through work
when you receive Social Security disability
benefits, because if you can earn an income,
you aren’t considered disabled.
Substantial Gainful Activity (SGA)
Specifically, if you can engage in what the
Social Security Administration (SSA) calls
“substantial gainful activity” (SGA), you
won’t be eligible for benefits. A person who
earns more than a certain monthly amount is
considered to be engaging in SGA. Federal
regulations use the national average wage

index to set the income limit for determining
the SGA each year. In 2018, the amount is
$1,180 for disabled applicants and $1,970
for blind applicants. The rules differ for
business owners, since their monthly income
may not reflect the work effort they put into
their business.
No Limits on Unearned Income
While a disabled (nonblind) person

applying for or receiving SSDI cannot earn
more than $1,180 per month by working, a
person collecting SSDI can have any amount
of income from investments, interest, or a
spouse’s income.
Trial Work Period
Some people receiving SSDI may have
their condition improve enough that they
want to return to the workforce, but are

afraid that they will be unable to keep a job
due to their disabilities. To encourage SSDI
recipients with disabilities to try to return
to work, the SSA provides for a trial work
period. During the trial work period (TWP),
a person receiving SSDI can have unlimited
earnings and still receive full benefits without
risking termination of benefits.
The trial work period provides nine
months (that do not need to be consecutive)
out of a rolling 60-month period where SSDI
recipients can try out working before their
disability is deemed to have ended. What
counts as one of the nine trial work months?
In 2018, any month in which an SSDI recipient earns more than $850 is considered a
trial work month. (Notice that this amount
is different (lower) than the SGA amount.)
When the SSDI recipient has worked (or
“provided services,” in SSA lingo) for nine
months, the SSA will evaluate the person’s
work to see if it has been over the SGA limits.
If it has been, disability benefits will continue
for three months and then stop. If the SSA
terminates benefits because an individual
is working over the SGA limit, however,
the individual can have benefits resumed
anytime within the next 36 months in which
the individual fails to earn the monthly SGA
amount or becomes unable to work again due
to the same disability.
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What You
Need To
Know
By Dr Nina Radcliff

Vitamin D – Right
amount is essential
to your health

By Dr. Nina Radcliff, MD
Research is revealing more
about the importance of Vitamin
D in protecting you against a host
of health problems. With that note,
Vitamin D deficiency is incredibly
common and most people are unaware of it.
An extremely important vitamin
– it’s also dynamic – calling for
clear understandings and important
balances tailored to your body’s
needs, because different individuals
have different needs.
And just as Vitamin D can promote good health, a lack of it may
lead to a number of health issues.
A fat-soluble vitamin, meaning
it is stored in fatty tissue, Vitamin
D is necessary for absorbing calcium and building and maintaining
healthy bones and teeth. It also
plays a role in your immune and
muscle systems and research (and
controversy) continues to uncover
its other health roles.
Actually a hormone, Vitamin D
receptors are found in every tissue
in our body! While there is still
much we do not know, what we
do know is that it is so important,
our bodies are capable of making
it by itself.
Sources include:
—Vitamin Rich D-Foods: It is
found naturally in fatty fish such
as salmon, mackerel, and sardines.
Because there are a limited number
of foods that contain sufficient
amounts of this fat-soluble vitamin,
it makes it difficult to get enough
from your diet alone.
—Fortified foods: This means
that Vitamin D is added to these
items — it is not originally found in
the food (like milk, cereal, orange
juice, and yogurt).
—Supplements: Come in either
a prescription form or an over-thecounter version.
—Safe Sun Exposure: Direct
sunlight converts a chemical in our
skin into an active form of Vitamin
D. A surprising fact is that people
get most of their Vitamin D from
the sun.
Who’s at risk for a
Vitamin D Deficiency?
Because the majority of this vitamin comes from safe sun exposure,
those that live north of the equator,
live in heavily air polluted areas
that block the sun’s rays, remain
indoors often, and have darker
skin (melatonin pigmentation can
block the sun’s rays) are at risk of
being deficient. Other common risk
factors for Vitamin D deficiency
include being elderly, overweight or
obese and not consuming Vitamin
D-rich or fortified foods.
Additionally, if you have had
obesity surgery, you may not be
able to properly absorb Vitamin D
rich foods and oral supplements.
How to know if you
have low levels
Routine checks of Vitamin D
levels are not currently recommended. However, your healthcare
provider may want to check your
level if you have risk factors or
certain medical conditions.
Mild Vitamin D deficiency is
not necessarily associated with any
symptoms. In fact, most people
don’t realize that they are deficient,
because the symptoms are generally
subtle. You may not notice them
easily, even if they are having a
significant negative effect on your
quality of life.
Signs and symptoms of deficiency include:
—Sickness/Infections Often. If
you become sick often, especially
with colds or the flu, low Vitamin D
levels may be a contributing factor.
—Fatigue/Tiredness. Feeling
tired can have many causes and
Vitamin D deficiency may be one
of them. It’s often overlooked as a
potential cause. Case studies show
that very low blood levels can cause
fatigue.
—Bone Loss. Vitamin D plays a

vital role in calcium absorption and
bone metabolism.
Many diagnosed with bone loss
or osteoporosis believe they need
to take more calcium. However,
they may be deficient in Vitamin
D as well.
—Bone/Back Pain. Studies
have found chronic bone/lower
back pain may be signs of inadequate Vitamin D levels in the blood.
—Depression. Studies also
show that giving Vitamin D to people who are deficient helps decrease
depression, including seasonal
depression that occurs during the
colder months.
—Impaired Wound Healing.
Slow healing of wounds after surgery or injury may be a sign that
your levels are too low.
—Hair Loss. More studies are
pointing to the fact that when hair
loss is severe, it may be a sign of
deficiency.
—Muscle Pain. Deficiency may
be a potential cause of muscle pain
in all ages. The Vitamin D receptor
is present in nerve cells called nociceptors, which sense pain.
Diseases and Conditions
Linked to Vitamin D
Deficiencies:
Vitamin D affects a number
of health issues from your bone
health to your immune system as
well as modulating many activities
in the body—including promoting
anti-tumor activity. The number
of health conditions linked with
deficiency is extremely long and
growing. Having adequate levels
can help to protect you from everything from type 2 diabetes, to
dementia, to cancer. Consequently,
deficiencies can lead to a number of
health issues, including:
—Obesity, which affects a ma-

jority of Americans. And research
has shown that carrying excess
weight in your abdominal area is
associated with lower levels of
Vitamin D, compared to normal
waistlines. At this time, it is unclear
if having a deficiency causes you to
gain weight, or if having the extra
weight lowers your body’s Vitamin
D levels.
—Cancer: Research increasingly points to benefits from Vitamin
D in possible protection against
cancer. Scientists are finding that
Vitamin D can slow the growth of
abnormal cells. It might also starve
tumors by making it difficult for
them to sprout new blood vessels.
—Breast cancer. Women with
higher levels of Vitamin D were
found to have a lower risk of breast
cancer, according to research from
the University of California San
Diego School of Medicine
—Colorectal cancer is the third
leading cause of cancer death in
the United States. And, a recent
large study (findings in the Journal
of the National Cancer Institute)
provides the strongest evidence
yet that Vitamin D may indeed be
protective against colorectal cancer
and that a deficiency may increase
the risk of this cancer, for both men
and women.
—Prostate Cancer. New findings suggest that prostate tumors
in particular can become highly
aggressive when a man’s Vitamin
D levels are too low.
—Heart Disease. The ‘sunshine
vitamin’ has been shown to preserve heart health. A leading study
out of the University of Copenhagen found that those with low levels

of Vitamin D (versus the optimal
level) were 64 percent more likely
to have a heart attack.
—Bone Health. Vitamin D
helps to maintain skeletal calcium
balance by promoting calcium
absorption. Children who lack
Vitamin D can develop a condition called rickets, which causes
bone weakness, bowed legs, and
other skeletal deformities, such as
stooped posture. A deficiency can
also lead to bone weakening osteoporosis. And, studies show that
calcium and Vitamin D together can
build stronger bones in women after
menopause.
—Depression and Mood.
During the winter months when
the days are shorter and there is
less sunlight, we may experience
depressive symptoms. It is believed
that drops in Vitamin D levels are
the reason.
Too Much Can Be Just as
Harmful as Too Little.
Overall, people with too much,
or too little, Vitamin D in their
blood are at risk and have a higher
rate of mortality. It’s important not
to race out and buy doses of Vitamin D “just in case.” Overdoing
it can be toxic. In fact, taking too
much Vitamin D can cause kidney
stones and, in very rare cases, death.
Getting the right amount?
Many people assume they’re
getting enough but, unfortunately,
Vitamin D deficiency is still a widespread problem.
—Get some safe sun. Experts
state that just a few minutes of
sunlight each day to the face, neck,
hands, and arms is all that is necessary to get your adequate dose

of Vitamin D. There are several
variables: how much pigment you
have in your skin, distance from
the equator and the time of day.
If your skin is darker in tone, you
live further from the equator, or
only catch the sun after it rises or
right before it sets, you may need
a longer period of sun exposure.
Additionally, there is good reason
to be worried that sun exposure can
increase risk for skin cancer. And,
sun protection procedures (e.g.,
sunblock, sun avoidance) decrease
sun hitting our skin and Vitamin D
conversion. It is important to find a
healthy balance, as some sun exposure is important for health.
—Increase consumption of
fatty fish and foods fortified with
Vitamin D.
If you feel that you are deficient
in Vitamin D, talk to your healthcare provider to see if levels should
be measured and if supplementation (and which kind) is right for
you. Additionally, your healthcare
provider can help monitor for excessive intake which can result in
kidney stones, confusion, nausea,
vomiting, poor appetite, and muscle
weakness.
This article is for general information only and should not be
used for the diagnosis or treatment
of medical conditions and cannot
substitute for the advice from your
medical professional. Dr. Nina has
used all reasonable care in compiling the current information but
it may not apply to you and your
symptoms. Always consult a doctor
or other health care professional
for diagnosis and treatment of
medical conditions.

AUTO INSURANCE
DESIGNED FOR AARP MEMBERS

$370*
AVERAGE SAVINGS
WHEN YOU SWITCH

IF YOUR CURRENT
INSURANCE IS:

YOU COULD SAVE:

GEICO

$380
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STATE FARM
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Experienced Drivers 50+: You could save hundreds*
on Auto Insurance when you switch to the AARP®
Auto Insurance Program from The Hartford.
• Rates that reward you for your safe driving
• Exclusive package of benefits
• 24/7 Claim Hotline and exceptional claims service
CALL THE HARTFORD TO REQUEST
A FREE QUOTE AND SEE HOW
MUCH YOU COULD SAVE:

1-855-385-9878

Not a member? If you’re 50 or over, request a FREE quote and more information today!
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El Tesoro Tequila’s ancient
methods brings exceptional taste

By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Carlos Camarena’s interview
photo by Sandy Zimmerman,
others by El Tesoro Tequila
I was invited to a Guided Tequila
Tasting luncheon for the media only
with Carlos Camarena, Master Distiller, owner of El Tesoro Tequila,
in the Garden Terrace, at the Spring
Preserve.
Interview with
Carlos Camarena
Carlos Camarena reminisced,
“For as long as I can remember,
I was running around the distillery from the time I was 10 years
old learning about it. My family
produced Tequila using traditional
methods for five generations.
“We are one of three distilleries
in Mexico following those ancient
methods and will keep doing that in
the old fashioned way, the way my
grandfather and ancestors did. This
method takes longer, is more costly
but is worth the time.
“Today I will discuss the history
of my family, our methods of Tequila production, what makes the
difference and compare the old and
new methods.
“Our three versions of Tequila
are the Blanco, Reposado and the
Anejo. The Blanco is the only Tequila to be distilled to proof with no
water added is the pure Agave Expression. The Reposado is aged to
proof in barrels from 9-11 months
and the Anejo aged from 2-3 years
also in barrels. The aging will provide a lot of sweet elements to our
Tequilas so they are different styles
in order to enrich people’s palates.
“The Anejo is more to sip and
savor while, in my opinion, if you
want Margaritas try the Reposado
and Blanco.
“Our distillery is located in
Jalisco, Mexico, 7,000 feet above
sea level, to us that is the optimum
place to grow Tequila.”
El Tesoro’s invitation described
the history of El Tesoro de Don
Felipe Tequila event honoring Don
Felipe Camarena, the man who
established La Alteña Distillery
in 1937, where El Tesoro Tequila
continues to be distilled today.
“El Tesoro is “the treasure” of
Jalisco, Mexico, created in celebra-

Carlos Camarena, Master Distiller/Owner of El Tesoro Tequila Distillery, Jalisco, Mexico.
tion of Don Felipe’s most precious
asset: his estate-grown agaves from
the highlands of Jalisco. Since the
first drop of El Tesoro ran off the
still, every decision has celebrated
and honored the agave’s unique
flavor. El Tesoro is a truly authentic
tequila made with the knowledge
and passion passed down through
five generations.
Today, Don Felipe’s grandson,
Carlos Camarena, carries on the
tradition and art of tequila making
at La Alteña; but not much else has
changed since Don Felipe’s day.
Thanks to Carlos’ commitment to
his family’s time-honored production methods, El Tesoro still tastes
like no other, because it’s made like
no other.”
For more than 80 years, this is

a significant commitment by the
family to the quality and production
of their brand of Tequila. For more
information visit the website: www.
eltesorotequila.com.
The public is invited to visit and
take a tour of El Tesoro Tequila
Distillery in Jalisco, Mexico.

*****
Award-winning syndicated
columnist/talk show host Sandy
Zimmerman is a Show and Dining reviewer, travel, health, and
luxury living. For questions, or
to recommend subjects, please
call (702)-515-0846 or email san-

dyzimm2003@yahoo.com. SUGGESTIONS: Do you have a favorite
restaurant, steakhouse, coffee shop
or diner in Las Vegas or around the
world? You may win free show tickets or other prizes. Send the name of
the restaurant, the reasons for your
choice and your telephone number.
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EarthTalk is written and
edited by Roddy Scheer and
Doug Moss and is a registered
trademark of E - The Environmental Magazine (www.
emagazine.com). Send questions to: earthtalk@emagazine.com. Subscribe: www.
emagazine.com/subscribe;
Free Trial Issue: www.emagazine.com/trial.

70 million pounds of pesticides are
lost to drift — or the movement of
pesticide to any site other than the

Dear EarthTalk: As a member
of Joe Public, is it possible to
monitor pesticide levels when my
neighboring farmer sprays his
fields? I have wild bees and am
concerned that they are being affected. — Mickey Proctor, Ames, IA
In search of nectar and pollen,
bees can be exposed to acutely
toxic pesticide residues, resulting in both lethal and near-lethal
consequences. Bees that come in
direct contact with such chemicals
can die immediately or succumb to
short-term behavioral effects that
eventually lead to death.
When not outright lethal, pesticides have been shown to give
bees an increased susceptibility to
the gut pathogen Nosema, inflict
damage or death to parts of the
bees’ brains responsible for learning and memory, and cause optical
lobe damage, which likely impacts
visual acuity and thus the bees’
ability to forage effectively.
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) estimates that

area intended — each year. While
at times clouds of pesticides can
be seen drifting off a field, some
pesticides are invisible and odorless
or continue to evaporate from fields
for several days or weeks after
application.
The non-profit Pesticide Action
Network (PAN) reports that incidents of pesticide drift — regardless
of whether people were directly
exposed or any ecological damage
or economic harm is immediately
visible — should be promptly
reported.
Finding the appropriate state
agency to report pesticide incidents
to is as easy as steering your web
browser to the website of the National Pesticide Information Center.
When reporting an incident with
your state agency, PAN recom-

mends that you ask for a formal
investigation and for sampling to be
done as quickly as possible, given
that pesticide residue can degrade
quickly.
Meanwhile, the non-profit Beyond Pesticides recommends collecting a handful of dead bees and
putting them in the freezer in a
clean, tightly sealed plastic bag for
possible analysis. While honeybees
typically only live five to six weeks
— and it’s normal to see dead bees
in and around the hive — large
numbers of bee deaths that result
in piles around the hive can be the
result of a pesticide poisoning.
Other signs that pesticides may
be involved in bee deaths or other
problems include increased aggressiveness, paralysis, rapid spinning
or abnormally jerky, wobbly move-

ments.
Another option to consider is
PAN’s Drift Catcher tool, which
allows you to measure the concentration of pesticides in the air. The
Drift Catcher uses a vacuum pump
to pull air through two glass sampling tubes, which trap pesticide
molecules as the air passes through.
The tubes are sent to a laboratory
for analysis.
If high levels of pesticides are
found, you can use the data to raise
awareness of the problem and spur
local authorities to mandate improvements. PAN’s representatives
are available to discuss costs and
training associated with using the
device and for general questions
about monitoring pesticide levels
in your local area.
*****

Pesticide drift is taking an increasing toll on populations of bees and other wildlife — as well as humans.

LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE CLASSIFIEDS

To place classified
VACANCY OPEN
ads in the Las
FOR FULL TIME AND
Vegas Tribune
PART TIME JOB
please call
702-426-6022 or
702-426-5902
HELP WANTED

NEW POSITIONS OPENED FOR
CUSTOMER SERVICE / RETAIL / PUBLIC
RELATIONS / SALES AND MARKETING
Compensation: Hourly Plus an Aggressive
Commission Structure!!!!!!

We pride our business on the employees that we
have and their ability to use excellent customer
service to catapult our business to the top.

Experience is not necessary but any
background in the following is a huge plus:
— Customer Service
— Retail
— Sales
— Restaurant
— Marketing
— Advertising
— Public Relations
— Management
— Transport
APPLY TODAY TO SECURE A
ONE ON ONE INTERVIEW
EMAIL: workfulltimeparttime@gmail.com

INTERNET/TV OFFERS
OUT WITH CABLE.
IN WITH SAVINGS.
Get a $100 AT&T Visa® Reward Card†
when you sign up for DIRECTV SELECT ™
Package or above.
MUST MAINTAIN SVC & REDEEM W/IN 75 DAYS (CARD IN 4 WKS). Ends 8/15/18. Restrs apply. See below for offer details.
EARLY TERMINATION FEE OF $20/MO. FOR EACH MONTH REMAINING ON AGMT., $35 ACTIVATION, EQUIP. NON-RETURN & ADD’L FEES APPLY.
New approved residential customers only (equipment lease req’d). Credit card req’d (except MA & PA).

WANTED ITEMS

WANTED

Japanese swords
and related items.
(702) 902-4032
HEALTH

45-DAY FREE

HEARING AID TRIAL!
✔ Buy direct from

manufacturer
✔ 100% Risk-FREE
45-day home trial
✔ FREE shipping
✔ Payment plans available
✔ Licensed professionals

STARTING AT

$299 PER
AID

Ask me how to Bundle and save. CALL TODAY!

IV SUPPORT HOLDINGS LLC

855-977-8411
†$100 REWARD CARD: Requires purchase of qualifying TV package (min. $35/mo promo price after discount that start w/i 3 bills & may req. AutoPay) through card fulfillment. Qualifying Packages: SELECT or above. Select locations. For new residential customers in the U.S. (excludes Puerto Rico and
U.S.V.I.). Residents of select multi-dwelling units are not eligible for this offer. Reward Card: Will be sent letter with redemption requirements. Redemption req’d w/in 75 days from reward notification mail date. Reward Card delivered within 3-4 weeks after redemption to customers who maintain
qualifying service from installation date and through reward fulfillment. Card expires at month-end, 6 mos after issuance. No cash access. For cardholder agreement, go to rewardcenter.att.com/myrewardcard/agreement_FSV.pdf. AT&T Reward Card issued by U.S. Bank National Association,
pursuant to license from Visa. U.S.A Inc. May not be combined with other promotional offers on same services and may be modified or discontinued at any time without notice. Offer ends 8/15/18. DIRECTV SVC TERMS: Subject to Equipment Lease & Customer Agreements. Must maintain a min.
base TV pkg of $29.99/mo. Programming, pricing, terms and conditions subject to change at any time. Visit directv.com/legal or call for details. ©2018 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved. AT&T, Globe logo, DIRECTV, and all other DIRECTV marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T
Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affiliated companies. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.
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