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Trump: Kim Jong Un has been “very
open” and honorable” in talks lead up

(HORN NEWS) — President
Donald Trump on Tuesday said
North Korean dictator Kim Jong
Un has been “very open” and “very
honorable,” and wants an historic,
high-stakes meeting as soon as
possible.
This is a sharp break from the
American president’s previous
denunciations of Kim Jong Un as
“Little Rocket Man.”
The United States and North
Korea have been negotiating a
summit between Trump and Kim
Jong Un to be held in May or June
to broker a deal on Pyongyang’s

My Point
of View
By Rolando Larraz

I have no idea why those wellknown people who arrive at the
point of being “the rich and famous” waste time denying any of
those charges of “sexual assault”
after so much time after the fact.
I have to agree with Hannity
when he refused to deny the charges
that he assaulted a co-worker, because another “rich and famous”
news personality made the mistake
of denying any wrongdoing and the
“mistake” cost him millions, plus a
ton of bad publicity.
Now in our own state, Democrats who are infamous for sexual
misbehavior are accusing Dennis
Hof, a Republican contender for
the Nevada Assembly, of sexually
assaulting two elder women who
happened to be employed by him.
Now, here’s the catch: Dennis
Hof is the owner of several houses
of prostitution in Nye County where
that business is legal and there is
no reason to “force” anyone to do
anything they DO NOT WANT to
do, with capital letters.
It is my believe that Hof is very
popular, very well liked and, believe it or not, respected by most
people in Nye County and does not
need to force himself on anyone,
but most likely is another victim
of the sexual fake news epidemic
that has become the center of these
attacks, when such an attack is important for destroying someone’s
reputation.
It is probably obvious to most of
us that it would be very difficult to
defend oneself against fake charges,
against lies and false accusations,
and that is precisely why these false
charges get made in the first place.
I have never met Dennis Hof,
and do not believe I have even
talked to him on the telephone, but
I have the feeling that he does not
need to “force” himself on anyone.
Yes, I do believe that sexual
assault is not about sex but about
control and power, but I believe
that people in the type of business
Dennis Hof is in do not suffer from
that type of sickness or illness and
I hope someday he can prove me
right.
I am tired of people accusing
others of crimes they have not committed just to make the other look
like a lesser member of our society.
I realize that times have changed
and what in the past could have
been accepted as “normal” behavior
is no longer so considered.
Today, I would not dare ask a
female assistant to pour me a cup
of coffee; I would not compliment
a female in the office on how her
dress looks or how great she looks
in those high heels — or suggest
that she should dress like that more
often because I do not want to be
accused of doing what I am no
longer capable of doing these days.
I would not dare to pull a chair
(See My Point of View, Page 2)

nuclear ambitions. Trump, who has
struck a decidedly optimistic tone
on the situation in recent days, said
Tuesday that the United States and
North Korea were having “good
discussions.”
“We have been told directly that
they would like to have the meeting
as soon as possible. We think that’s
a great thing for the world,” Trump
said at the White House alongside
French President Emmanuel Macron. “Kim Jong Un, he really has
been very open and I think very
honorable from everything we’re
seeing.”

Trump cautioned that North
Korea had not followed through
on previous promises, but credited
tough steps from his administration
— including sanctions and organizing pressure from international
allies — for having forced Pyongyang to hold talks. And he again
suggested that he would “leave the
table” if they negotiations were not
productive or if North Korea was
not operating in good faith.
“We’ll see where that all goes,”
the president said. “Maybe it will
be wonderful or maybe it won’t.”
(See Korean Summit, Page 4)

Opposition to proposed
new wind farm project
By Thomas Mitchell
As part of its review process to
determine whether to approve an
application to allow construction
of wind turbines on 32,000 acres
of public land in Nevada adjacent
to the California border just west
of Searchlight, the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) conducted a
series of scoping meetings to allow
public input.
At a recent meeting in Las Vegas a half dozen speakers largely
expressed support for renewable
energy but not on the proposed site.
According to a 2012 filing with
the Nevada Public Utilities Commission, Crescent Peak Renewables
is proposing to erect 220 wind tur-

Wee Thump Joshua Tree Wilderness Area near Searchlight, Nevada

bine towers standing more than 400
feet high and generating 500 megawatts of power. The proposed site
is adjacent to the Mojave National
Preserve and the Castle Mountain
National Monument in California
and the Wee Thump Joshua Tree
Wilderness and the South McCullough Wilderness in Nevada.
All of the land is in Nevada.
Alan O’Neill, retired superintendent at Lake Mead National
Recreation Area, testified there is
a coalition of conservation organizations in California and Nevada
that asked the BLM to hold off on
issuing the notice of intent for the
wind project until a supplemental
(See Wind Farm, Page 3)

PUC pretending concern for
residential power customers

By Thomas Mitchell
It is passing strange that the
Nevada Public Utilities Commission has put out an unsolicited
speculation on what might happen
if the voters were to again approve
at the ballot box in November a
constitutional amendment ending
the electric power monopoly in the
state. The so-called Energy Choice
Initiative passed by more than 72
percent in 2016.
But it is downright laughable

how the report expresses feigned
solicitude for the poor residential
ratepayer.
While the report suggests that
power rates might go up rather than
down, as initiative backers claim,
it warns that residential customers
might suffer the most.
“If history and experience are
any type of guide, commercial and
industrial customers, will fare far
better, at least initially, than the
average Nevada residential family

through this proposed change,” the
report states. “Large commercial
customers, who currently cannot
depart bundled electricity service
pursuant to NRS Chapter 704B
may financially benefit the most,
as they cannot currently access a
competitive open marketplace that
my offer benefits to high-volume
users.”
This is the same PUC that currently sets those residential, com(See Energy Choice, Page 6)

continues to participate in events
within District E.
This is the first time, in a very
long time that a Hispanic is running
for a political seat, and it’s certainly
a while since a Hispanic candidate

is challenging a seat on the commission board historically held by
an anglo person.
Hernandez is a Vice-President
of the Labor Union and has worked
(See Marco Hernandez, Page 7)

By Alexander Bolton
and Jordan Fabian
The Hill
President Trump’s threat to
pull out of the Iran nuclear deal is
causing anxiety on Capitol Hill,
including among GOP lawmakers
who opposed the pact but fear there
will be grave consequences from
withdrawing.
Trump has sent mixed signals
about what he will do after May 12,
the next deadline to recertify what
he on Tuesday derided as an “insane” and “ridiculous” agreement
with Iran.
Republican lawmakers are divided over what Trump should do.
Some fear that pulling out of the
deal would result in Iran accelerating its weapons programs. They
also worry the move will alienate

key U.S. allies and make it tougher
for Trump to negotiate a nuclear
deal with North Korea.
Trump hinted at a possible shift
on Tuesday after meeting with
French President Emmanuel Macron, who is lobbying to keep the
United States in the deal.
(See Iran Anxiety, Page 5)

Hernandez appears on ‘Face the Tribune’

By Alexandra Cohen
Las Vegas Tribune
On Wednesday County Commissioner Candidate Marco Hernandez
appeared on Face the Tribune radio
show to speak on his behalf and to
speak about his interest in becoming
the next sitting county commission-

er in District E.
Hernandez, the only Hispanic
running for office in a county race,
is originally from Hidalgo, Mexico,
and for the last two decades he has
been a resident of Clark County
District E, and attended Rancho
High School. He has worked on and

Marco Hernandez (left), candidate for Clark County Commission,
District E, appeared on “Face The Tribune” Wednesday, April 25.

GOP anxiety grows over
Trump’s Iran decision
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Are those free electric car recharging
stations in rural Nevada really a bargain?
By Thomas Mitchell
The state has released information on just how frequently
those rural electric car recharging
stations are being used, and it’s not
exactly like the lines for gasoline
back in the 1970s.
The Nevada Office of Energy
reports that drivers have charged
their electric vehicles 274 times
at the three charging stations built
by the state in Beatty, Fallon and
Panaca along Highways 95 and 93
since the first one opened in early
2016, according to The Nevada
Independent. The donation funded
news website reports this usage

Governor Sandoval announces Nevada Electric Highway
saved a total equivalent to 395 rate is growing.
gallons of gasoline and gave away
The costs of three charging sta3,150 kilowatt-hours of electricity. tions which give away the power —
It was dutifully noted that the usage dubbed the Electric Highway — has

been a moving target. When the first
opened in Beatty in March 2016 the
Office of Energy said each would
cost $15,000 and the would be paid
for taxpayers and the ratepayers
of NV Energy and Valley Electric
Association. In the summer of 2015
press accounts said each would
cost $30,000. A June 2017 story in
the Las Vegas newspaper quoted a
spokesman for the governor as saying the cost of each station would
range from $85,000 to $250,000,
but he assured its readers “none of
that comes from taxpayer dollars.
The office is funding its portion
of costs with federal grant money,
and the electric utility covers the
rest.” And we thought federal grant
money came from taxpayers.

According to the Office of Energy, NV Energy put up $30,000 in
an upfront cost abatement payment.
It also reports NV Energy is putting
out $30,000 for three stations and
Valley Electric $15,000 for one.
Another station opened a month
ago in Hawthorne. No usage for
that outpost was mentioned yet.
The press release announcing the
opening was bereft of dollar signs.
The first three electric car
charging stations have been open
an average of about 540 days. Thus,
according the Office of Energy, they
are used about once every two days.
Taking the low-ball cost per
station of $15,000 each that means
the 395 gallons saved cost $114 per
(See Electric Highway, Page 4)

(Continued from Page 1)
out for a female counterpart these
days and nothing will make me
wait for a female to sit down at the
table before I sit, proving that I can
be a gentleman in today’s world
despite all.
I would not even dream of standing up as a gesture of respect when
a female at the table gets up to go
to the “powder room,” and God forgive me for opening the door for a
female who’s entering a store at the
same time I am entering the place.
Everyone who knows me knows
that I believe in prostitution; I do
have respect for prostitutes because
I believe that being a prostitute is
not an easy job; it may be fast money, but it is not easy money.
I believe that prostitution is
needed in every community; if it is

have to be deprived of seeing a
good-looking body with a nice
mini-skirt and high heels, if that’s
what he wants to see. I believe that
the way females dress is no excuse
for men to take advantage of them,
but it is also not fair that in today’s
world females feel they must stop
wearing sexy clothes because they
may be afraid of being seen as “too
attractive,” and that their safety
— and even their job — could be
jeopardized.
I believe that attractive females
should not allow males to use them
as sex objects and I believe that
females should not pretend to be
the victims they are not; what does
a voluptuous female with sexy
clothes have to do with the quality
of an automobile or the low price of
a carpet? And what does a beautiful
woman in a bikini have to do with

the special room rate of a casino
hotel room?
Are those females under the impression that their bleached blonde
hair or the extra dose of silicone
they get to grab a man’s attention
have anything to do with talent? We
know what it has to do with.
I would rather have Dennis Hof
in the Nevada Legislature than a
hypocritical self-righteous moron
who pretends to be what he may not
be, just to be someone that he is not.
My name is Rolando Larraz, and
as always, I approved this column.
*****
Rolando Larraz is Editor in
Chief of the Las Vegas Tribune.
His column appears weekly in this
newspaper. To contact Rolando
Larraz, email him at: Rlarraz@
lasvegastribune.com or at 702272-4634.
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not legal, than it should at least be
tolerated by law enforcement.
I have been in many places
where prostitution is at least tolerated and the amount of child molestation is less, the rate of sexual
assaults is at its lowest, and venereal diseases are almost nonexistent.
Of course if venereal diseases
almost don’t exist, it goes against
the pharmaceutical industry, which
will then not be able to exploit
the community with high-priced
medications.
But anyway, getting back to
Dennis Hof, who has now joined
the list of perverts, sexual predators
and all those who have been disrespectful to the female community
who have never used their female
persuasions to gain anything in life.
I believe that males should not

Las Vegas Tribune is published
weekly at 717 So. 9th Street,
Las Vegas, Nevada 89101.
Main Number: (702) 714-0119
RadioTribune Call-in Number
(702) 983-0711
Website:
LasVegasTribune.com
All rights reserved. Statements,
opinions and points of view
expressed by the writers are
their own and do not necessarily
represent those of the publisher. Information, including prices
and times, is considered correct
at the time of publishing but
may change without notice.
Las Vegas Tribune assumes
no responsibility for unsolicited
manuscripts, transparencies
or other submitted materials.
For return, please enclose a
self-addressed stamped envelope.
Las Vegas Tribune
published weekly by the
Tribune Media Group
David A. Rifkin, Executive Vice President

Quote of the Week:

“It often happens that
things are other than what
they seem, and you can get
yourself into trouble by
jumping to conclusions.”
—Paul Auster
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Nationalists now gain upper
hand in Trump’s White House
By Niall Stanage
The Hill
The America Firsters are on the rise.
That’s the lesson some people in President
Trump’s world are drawing from recent personnel moves.
In this telling, the populists and nationalists who powered Trump’s election are
regaining a foothold as more establishment-friendly figures are marginalized.
But even as those developments please
some of Trump’s most enthusiastic backers, they unnerve critics who fear what the
president might do in the absence of more
measured advice.
High-profile names have exited in recent
months, including former national security
adviser H.R. McMaster and former Secretary
of State Rex Tillerson.
And now, two less-famous names are
causing a major stir among those within
Trump’s orbit.
It emerged late last week that McMaster’s
replacement, John Bolton, would bring in
Mira Ricardel as his deputy.
Separately, Ezra Cohen-Watnick, who was
ousted from the National Security Council
staff by McMaster in August, has returned
to the administration, this time at the Department of Justice.
Two sources told The Hill that Ricardel
had clashed with Secretary of Defense James
Mattis during her tenure in the White House
Office of Presidential Personnel.
“Ricardel was controversial for one reason
— she was insistent on putting Trump people into the Pentagon,” said one Republican
operative with knowledge of these dynamics.
Cohen-Watnick was a player in the controversy over Trump’s evidence-free allegation
that his predecessor, President Obama, had
wiretapped him at Trump Tower during the
2016 campaign.
Cohen-Watnick was named by The New
York Times as one of the officials who had
worked with Rep. Devin Nunes (R-Calif.) to
try to buttress the allegation.
But to some Trump loyalists, his return,

announced earlier this month, is cause for
celebration.
“Ezra coming back was a sign that people
who are true believers in ‘America First’ are
now welcome once again in the administration,” said one former White House official,
who asked for anonymity to speak candidly.
“It is a signal that there is a home for Trump
supporters within the Trump administration.”
Those remarks are a sign of the degree
to which internal tensions linger around the
White House.
Some of the friction dates back to the
campaign, when Trump ran as an insurgent
candidate within the GOP and was often
mocked by the party’s elite.
Early Trump backers complain that there
are plenty of onetime Trump-haters who now
feign enthusiasm for career reasons.
“There are lots of lobbyists who I run into
every day who had nothing but outrageous
things to say — and they are now meeting in
their executive branch office buildings touting their close connections to the president,”
said Barry Bennett, a senior adviser on the
2016 campaign.
An additional source of tension came once
Trump took office.
In a White House that was riven with
factionalism, especially in its early months,
the influence of a more moderate faction was

especially contentious.
To their supporters, these more center-right figures — often associated with the
Republican National Committee (RNC) and
Trump’s first chief of staff Reince Priebus
— were acting to keep an inexperienced
administration and unpredictable president
within the lines of conventional conservative
orthodoxy.
To their detractors, they risked extinguishing the Trump flame by failing to appreciate
the unconventional qualities that got him
elected.
In some cases, their loyalty was also
questioned.
“On the record — with bold, underline
and italics — I believe there was a cadre of
anti-Trump Republicans who made it their
mission to get into the White House in order
to subvert his agenda,” said Michael Caputo,
a longtime friend of the president.
But Caputo saw the factional battle in less
grandiose ideological terms than some.
“Yes, part of it is because the president is
‘America First’ and so many of the RNC people put in by Reince Priebus were globalists.
But the president doesn’t see things like that,”
Caputo said. “If you believe the president can
be pigeonholed according to ideology, you
don’t know Donald Trump.”
Other Trump allies argued that, contrary

to some media narratives, the president does
not like to be surrounded by ideological
uniformity.
Several sources noted, independent of
each other, that Bolton is much more hawkish in his instincts on foreign policy than
Trump. Larry Kudlow, the new director of the
National Economic Council, is much more
supportive of free trade.
“This isn’t about everyone just agreeing
with the president on every issue,” said the
former White House official. “It’s about
finding people willing to follow through on
the president’s agenda versus people who see
themselves as trying to … ‘save the country
from the president’s agenda.’”
Still, some Trump administration veterans
have little sympathy with the suggestion that
personnel changes — at any level — have any
major effect on the president.
“I’m not saying it’s irrelevant, but it’s too
easy to draw the wrong, facile conclusion,”
said Sebastian Gorka, a contributor to The
Hill and former strategist and deputy assistant
to the president, citing the likely confirmation
of Mike Pompeo as secretary of State.
“Does it change what [Trump] is doing?
When Pompeo is approved and takes over
from Tillerson, are you going to see massive
change? No, you aren’t. It’s going to be the
same president.”
Others see it differently. The Republican
operative contended that the Cohen-Watnick
and Ricardel hires showed “that you are going
to have a reboot of the America Firsters in this
second year of the administration.”
Bennett, the former 2016 campaign adviser, argued that there had finally been a
realization that Trump could not easily be
shifted from his preferred course.
“At this point, no rational, sane person
thinks that they are going to convince Donald
Trump to do something other than what he
had promised to do. That’s a good thing,” he
said. “And I think those who thought that
somehow he didn’t mean what he said are
headed for the exits — and that’s a good
thing, too.”

Trump attorney Cohen overshadows Mueller probe

By Mallory Shelbourne
The Hill
President Trump’s personal
lawyer, Michael Cohen, overshadowed much of the conversation
surrounding Robert Mueller’s investigation on Sunday, as Trump’s
legal team reportedly prepares for
Cohen to cooperate with federal
investigators.
Political analysts note that there
is likely incredible pressure on
Cohen, who The New York Times
also reported has been the target of
Trump’s criticism for years.

Wind Farm

(Continued from Page 1)
resource management plan could
be completed.
O’Neill also said the groups
asked that the area be designated as
an Area of Critical Environmental
Concern (ACEC).
“What we’d like the BLM to
do, and I’m speaking on behalf of
a number of conservation organizations, is for BLM to develop an
alternative as part of this EIS (Environmental Impact Statement) process that has a ‘no wind’ alternative,
combined with establishing the
Castle Mountains ACEC. We think
that’s a solid alternative,” O’Neill
said, noting there are 19 environmental conservation organizations
plus four retired superintendents
backing the proposal.

President Trump’s personal lawyer, Michael Cohen

“It seems disingenuous to me
that in the overall presentation
you’re talking about an impact of
750 acres,” actual area cleared for
pads and roads, O’Neill remarked.
“It is surrounded by wilderness
characteristics with basically no
roads, except backcountry roads.
Those roads are 10 feet wide, and
you’re talking about building 93
miles of new roads 36 feet wide,
in addition to 15 miles of road
that they’re expanding to 36. The
impacts of that are astounding.
And you’re talking about a hole in
the doughnut. You’re talking about
this area surrounded by a protected
landscape that many of us in this
room have spent literally decades
trying to get protected. You’re
talking about putting in an indus-

trial-sized development.”
Laura Cunningham, a member
of the environmental group Basin
and Range Watch, stated, “I would
recommend going to this area, like
the Castle Mountains in Nevada,
and hiking, because I think what’s
not being said here is how absolutely beautiful this place is. It is
really pristine. There are hardly any
roads there.”
Cunningham added, “So, this is
a really wild, remote area, really
biologically diverse. My group,
Basin and Range Watch, we’re going to have a ‘bioblitz’ April 28th
and 29th.”
Her group’s website explains
that the bioblitz, which is defined as
a biological survey in an attempt to
record all the living species within a

Trump on Saturday insisted Cohen will remain loyal to him even
after the FBI raided the lawyer’s
office, home and hotel room earlier
this month.
“The New York Times and a
third rate reporter named Maggie
Haberman, known as a Crooked
H flunkie who I don’t speak to and
have nothing to do with, are going
out of their way to destroy Michael
Cohen and his relationship with me
in the hope that he will ‘flip,’ ” the
president wrote on Twitter, referring to the Times story reporting

that Trump’s lawyers are gearing
up for Cohen to cooperate with
authorities.
“Sorry, I don’t see Michael doing that despite the horrible Witch
Hunt and the dishonest media!”
Trump added. Trump often refers to
Mueller’s probe as a “witch hunt.”
Mueller’s investigation encompasses Russia’s election interference but
has a wide scope to include Trump
associates and business matters.
“It’s hard to imagine that in his
complicated financial history there
(See Cohen investigation, Page 6)

designated area, is part of an effort
to persuade the BLM to designate
roughly 38,000 acres of Nevada
desert — which includes the proposed wind farm — as an ACEC.
“I was just hiking there a couple
of weeks ago and it’s got a unique,
rare Sonoran Desert grassland with
Joshua trees and yuccas,” she said.
“You get up on some of those low
ridges, they don’t look like much
on a map, but when you’re there
it looks like you’re in East Africa
or Namibia. You just don’t see
anything — no transmission lines,
maybe there’s one road way off in
the distance, a dirt road.”
Jose Witt, who said he belongs to
the Friends of Nevada Wilderness,
said that, while there is a need to
replace fossil fuel power generation

with renewable energy, there also
is a need to protect view sheds and
wildlife habitat.
“If we put this type of development in the middle of all these
protected lands, it ruins the integrity
and conservation values of all this
area. We fragment the habitat and
essentially lose islands of protection, or become islands, because
there is no continuity,” Witt said.
Shannon Salter said the Joshua
trees in the area need to be protected. “Some of them are over 30 feet
tall and they are approximately 900
years old. We need them protected.
The name of their forest is the Wee
Thump Joshua forest. That word
Wee Thump is a Paiute Indian
word, which means ancient one,”
Slater said.
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POLITICAL ANALYSIS

The great exodus out of America’s blue cities

By Kristin Tate
The Hill opinion contributor
Am I the only one in my spinning class at Equinox in Manhattan
who’s fed up paying $200 every
month for a gym with clean showers, $3,000 in rent every month for
an apartment without cockroaches
and $8 every morning for a cup of
coffee? Am I the only one moving
through the greater part of New
York City boroughs and seeing an
inexorable march of urban decay
matched with the discomfort of
crowding and inexplicable costs? I
know I am not.
New York is the most expensive
city in America. Its lower-cost
neighborhoods are riddled with
crime and homelessness. Its public
schools, some of which are among
the worst in the nation, look more
like prisons than places of learning.
With between up to 50 percent of
their paycheck going to a combination of federal, local and city taxes,
not including other consumer taxes
baked into every aspect of their
consumer practices, residents don’t
even have the comfort of knowing
that their tax expenditures are going
to the improvement of their lives in
the city. New York infamously misuses the hard-earned tax revenues
of its citizens in ways that scarcely
benefit them.
Eventually, city and state taxes,
fees, and regulations become so
burdensome that people and corporations jump ship. More people
are currently fleeing New York than
any other metropolitan area in the
nation. More than 1 million people

have moved out of New York City
since 2010 in search of greener pastures, which amounts to a negative
net migration rate of 4.4 percent.
The recently passed tax bill,
which repeals the state and local tax
(SALT) deduction, will only speed
up the exodus. Thanks to the bill’s
passage, many New York taxpayers
will save little or nothing despite a
cut in the federal rate. The state’s
highest earners — who have been
footing an outsized share of the
bill — will pay tens of thousands
of dollars more in income taxes in
2018. In New York alone, loss of
the SALT deduction will remove

(Continued from Page 1)
Trump’s comments came days
after a flurry of signs from North
Korea that the White House was
anxious to promote as signs that
its coercion campaign was working. On Saturday, North Korea
announced it will close its nuclear
testing facility and suspend nuclear
and intercontinental ballistic missile tests — a move welcomed by
Trump as “big progress.”
However, the North stopped
short of suggesting it will give up
its nuclear weapons — as Trump
suggested in a tweet — or scale
back its production of missiles and
their related components.
Asked if the suspension of
tests was a positive sign, Defense
Secretary Jim Mattis said Monday,
“Right now, I think there (are) a
lot of reasons for optimism that
the negotiations will be fruitful and
we’ll see.”
This week, U.S.-allied South
Korean President Moon Jae-in
and Kim will hold a summit in the
demilitarized zone between the
Koreas that could lay the ground for
Trump’s planned meeting with the
North Korean dictator. The leaders
of the U.S. and North Korea have
never met during six decades of
hostility since the Korean War.
The exact date and location of
the possible summit has not been
determined.
White House press secretary
Sarah Huckabee Sanders said

Monday that the U.S. goal was the
complete denuclearization of the
Korean Peninsula. When asked if
the president was willing to accept
anything short of that goal before
lifting sanctions or was willing to
go incrementally, she told reporters:
“Certainly no sanctions lifted until
we see concrete actions taken by
North Korea to denuclearize.”
Last year, the U.S. spearheaded
through the U.N. Security Council
the toughest international sanctions
yet against North Korea in response
to three long-range missile launches
and its most powerful nuclear test
explosion yet. The Trump administration supplemented those restrictions with unilateral U.S. sanctions
against firms that had conducted
illicit trade with the North.
This year, Kim has pivoted
from confrontation to diplomacy
and, according to South Korea and
China, has expressed a commitment
to denuclearization. There is still
uncertainty about what he seeks
in return.
Trump’s praise for Kim Jong Un
on Tuesday stood in stark contrast
to his previous bellicose rhetoric
toward the North Korean leader.
Beyond dubbing him “Little Rocket Man” from the rostrum of the
United Nations last fall, Trump has
threatened to deliver “fire and fury”
upon North Korea and taunted Kim
Jung Un on Twitter that his nuclear
“button” was larger than the one in
Pyongyang.

Korean Summit

$72 billion a year in tax deductions
and affect 3.4 million residents.
And make no mistake: What’s
happening in the Big Apple is a
microcosm of what’s happening in
the nation’s blue states, cities and
towns. New York, Los Angeles,

Chicago — the places where power and capital have traditionally
congregated — have become so
over-regulated, so overpriced and
mismanaged, and so morally bankrupt and soft on crime that people
are leaving in droves. Of course,

Electric Highway

(Continued from Page 2)
gallon in capital outlay alone, never mind maintenance
and operating costs. The high-end of $250,000 per
station translates to $1,900 per gallon.
Using the current retail power cost of about 11 cents
per kWh, the stations have given electric car drivers
less than $350 worth of power over two years. Now
there’s a bargain.
The NVIndy website said Gov. Brian Sandoval sent
it an email statement saying he was “encouraged” by
the progress of the project.
“When the entire route is complete, range anxiety
will be significantly reduced, giving more travelers
the comfort required to travel between Reno and Las
Vegas,” the statement reportedly said. “Moreover, as

these high-tax cities are the same
places hit hardest by the removal
of the SALT deduction.
The cost of popular moving
truck services, like U-Haul, is largely created through the ironclad rules
of supply and demand. Turns out,
there is much higher demand for
trucks leaving high-tax blue states
heading to low-tax red states than
vice versa.
A route from California to Texas,
for example, is more than twice as
expensive as a route from Texas to
California. Want to go from Los
Angeles to Dallas? $2,558. Returning back? $1,232. Texas is the No.
1 state people move trucks to, with
states like Florida, South Carolina,
Tennessee, North Carolina and
Colorado rounding out the top 10.
The states people are fleeing? New
York, New Jersey, Massachusetts,
Michigan, Pennsylvania, Illinois —
and at the top, California.
These facts are not coincidences.
In fact, in 2016 the Golden State
lost almost 143,000 net residents
to other states — that figure is an
11 percent increase from 2015.
Between 2005 and 2015, Los
Angeles and San Francisco alone
(See Blue State Exodus, Page 7)

the number of electric cars increases, I am confident
even more travelers will utilize the electric highway.”
When that Beatty charging station opened, Sandoval was on hand demonstrate by charging up a Ford
Focus from the state Department of Transportation
fleet in Las Vegas. Since the car had a range of only
76 miles, it had to be hauled to the ceremony from
Las Vegas. Most of the Beatty charging stations took
four hours to recharge, though a couple could do an
80 percent recharge in half an hour.
According to that 2017 Las Vegas newspaper account, a spokesman for the governor said the office has
identified 24 sites along five traffic corridors “where
EV charging stations make sense.”
Depends on what one means by make sense?
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Judge faces key choice in Michael Cohen case

By Lydia Wheeler
The Hill
A federal judge is weighing a crucial decision over who will be tasked with reviewing
the materials that were seized from Michael
Cohen, President Trump’s longtime personal
attorney.
Attorneys for Cohen and Trump have
pushed for the appointment of a so-called
special master, a neutral third party who
would decide what materials are covered by
attorney–client privilege and cannot be given
to prosecutors.
Lawyers for the Justice Department, on
the other hand, say they already have a “taint
team” capable of conducting an unbiased
review.
Both sides have made their case in filings
to Judge Kimba Wood, an appointee of
former President Reagan. A decision could
come sometime next month, with a status
conference set for May 24.
The stakes are high both for Trump and
Cohen, who has worked for decades with the
Trump Organization.
“I don’t know of many criminal investigations that involve the sitting president of
the United States,” said Glen Kopp, a former
federal prosecutor who is now a partner in
the New York office of the law firm Mayer
Brown.
But whether Trump will be implicated
in the activities that federal prosecutors are
investigating remains unclear, Kopp noted.
The U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Southern District of New York is reportedly inves-

Iran Anxiety

(Continued from Page 1)
“Nobody knows what I’m going
to do on the 12th, although Mr.
President, you have a pretty good
idea,” Trump said to Macron at a
joint press conference.
Macron replied with a wink.
While Trump slammed the
Obama-era agreement, he also
said he’s open to a new deal that
strengthens and extends some of
its terms.
That’s music to the ears of those
Republicans who want Trump to
stick with the deal and work with
allies to improve it.
Sen. Rand Paul (R-Ky.) didn’t
support the agreement, but said it
doesn’t make sense for Trump to
withdraw now.
“I think it’s a bad idea,” Paul
said of quitting the accord, which
the U.S. negotiated with France,
Germany, Britain, China, Russia
and the European Union. “This
was a multilateral deal, and the
reason sanctions work against Iran
is because we were unified in negotiating the deal.”
Paul argued that Iran has already
reaped the economic benefits of
sanctions being lifted. If the U.S.
were to exit, he said, it would only
make it tougher for international
inspectors to monitor Iran’s nuclear
program.
Sen. Shelley Moore Capito

tigating Cohen for several potential crimes,
including campaign finance violations and
bank fraud, among other things. The office
received a criminal referral from special
counsel Robert Mueller, who is leading the
investigation into potential collusion between
the Trump campaign and Russia’s efforts to
meddle in the 2016 presidential election.
Some of the materials taken from Cohen
could be related to the $130,000 payment
Cohen said he made to Stormy Daniels, an
adult-film star who claims to have had an
affair with Trump in 2006. Cohen claims to
have made the payment to Daniels out of his
own pocket and without Trump’s knowledge.
The president, meanwhile, has slammed
the FBI raid on Cohen, calling it an “attack
on our country” and declaring in a tweet,
“Attorney–client privilege is dead!”
While some of Trump’s communications

(R-W.Va.) didn’t support the agreement when the Obama administration negotiated it but worries about
the fallout from the U.S. going back
on its word.
“I do think there’s merit to being part of a group that’s heavily
monitoring what’s going on and
seeing certain developments,” she
said. “And I think we have to pay
close attention to what our allies
are saying.
“I would tread lightly here if I
were the president.”
Macron sounded an optimistic
tone on Tuesday.
“It’s not a mystery we did not
have the same starting positions,”
he said. “I believe that the discussions we’ve had together make it
possible to open the way, to pave
the way for a new agreement.”
Macron signaled he wants to
strengthen the existing deal, adding,
“I’m not saying that we move from
one agreement to another.”
While Trump appeared receptive to Macron’s message, he has
changed his mind before after
moving to a middle ground.
Senate Democratic Leader
Charles Schumer (N.Y.) and House
Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi
(Calif.), for instance, thought they
had a deal with the president to
replace the Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals program after
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with Cohen are likely privileged, legal experts note that there is an exemption for the
furtherance of criminal activity.
The question, then, is who gets to decide
which of Cohen’s materials are privileged
and which are not.
In court briefs, Cohen’s attorneys argued
that a special master should be appointed to
keep federal prosecutors from getting access to materials they did not have a search
warrant for.
They cited the case of United States v.
Stewart, which centered on a New York attorney, Lynne Stewart, who was convicted of
providing material support to an Egypt-based
terrorist organization.
The government argues there are major
differences between the two cases. They
also told the court the investigation of Cohen
“largely centers on his personal business
dealings,” rather than his work as an attorney.
“Based on information gathered in the
investigation to date, the USAO-SDNY and
FBI have reason to believe that Cohen has
exceedingly few clients and a low volume
of potentially privileged communications,”
they wrote.
George Fisher, a professor at Stanford
Law School and former Massachusetts prosecutor, said Cohen likely sees a special master
as a more neutral arbiter than the Department
of Justice.
“Whether that’s true or not, the public
probably will share his view and will accept
a special master’s determinations as fair,”
he said.

a meeting last year.
Trump also appeared to endorse
universal background checks at a
bipartisan summit on gun violence
in February and then backed away
from the idea.
Senate Foreign Relations Committee Chairman Bob Corker
(R-Tenn.) said he still thinks Trump
will withdraw from the Iran deal.
“If no framework agreement
with the three European countries is
reached by May 12, he will pull out.
That’s why you’re seeing Macron
focus on it and Merkel, when she
comes [to the U.S.], focus on it,”
Corker said.
German Chancellor Angela
Merkel is scheduled to meet with
Trump on Friday to hammer home
the message that the United States
shouldn’t let the agreement collapse.
“By the time those two meetings end, I hope they’ve reached
a framework agreement,” Corker
added. “I know that in the event
that doesn’t happen, he’s going to
pull out.”
One of Trump’s big complaints
is that the nuclear curbs on Iran will
eventually lapse.
Corker has told French and German officials that the deal would be
improved significantly if the limits
on Iran’s nuclear capabilities were
extended.

Others have argued Cohen’s push for the
special master might be a tactic to slow down
the investigation.
FBI agents appear to have taken a substantial amount of materials from Cohen.
The raid included his office, residence and
a hotel room, with agents reportedly taking
documents, devices and recordings that Cohen made of conversations.
In a letter to the court, the government
said a taint team could begin reviewing the
materials this month, but under the court’s
schedule, a special master’s review wouldn’t
begin until June, at the earliest.
Ronald Sievert, a former career federal
prosecutor who spent 25 years at the Justice
Department, said there’s essentially a wall
within the agency between the taint team and
the federal prosecutors handling the case.
“They remove the taint by one group looking at everything and only passing on to the
criminal prosecutors that which is evidence
of the crime they are prosecuting. … I trust
them because I’ve been a member of a taint
team several of times,” he said.
“I know we’re honorable, but from a
criminal defense attorney’s perspective, they
look at it like we’re all one DOJ and we’re
sneaking around telling each other stuff we’re
not supposed to.”
Some court-watchers predict that Wood
will grant Cohen’s request for a special
master, if only because of the intense media
scrutiny of the case.
“I think it’s such a high-profile matter
(Judge’s Choice, Page 7)

Another Trump complaint is that
the deal did nothing to curtail Iran’s
missile program, which poses a
threat to Israel and other U.S. allies
in the region.
Paul, a member of the Foreign
Relations Committee, notes that
Iran has complied with its end of
the deal, which does not include its
ballistic missile program.
“The deal may not have been
perfect, but thus far the Trump
administration has acknowledged
that Iran is adhering with the agreement,” Paul said. “I would suggest
instead of pulling out of the agreement, negotiate another agreement
that includes ballistic missiles.”
Republican lawmakers also
warn that tearing up the Iran deal
could make it tougher to negotiate
a nuclear agreement with North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un, who
would have reason to believe that
the U.S. would not abide by the
terms.
“That’s another thing,” said Sen.
Jeff Flake (R-Ariz.), another member of the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee.
Flake said he didn’t support the
deal in the first place but warned
that terminating it would only hurt
U.S. interests.
“Iran has realized the benefits
in terms of the money flows and
increased trade. Now to relieve

them of their obligations on the
nuclear side would be concerning,”
Flake said.
“I wouldn’t want to give Iran,
basically, an easy way out, relieving
them of their obligations on the
nuclear side. Those are significant
and they are complying,” he added.
Other Republicans are rooting
for Trump to scrap the deal.
“I opposed this thing from the
beginning. I oppose it now. Iran is
like having a bad child in the classroom doing five bad things,” said
Sen. Jim Risch (R-Idaho), a senior
member of the Foreign Relations
Committee.
He said the deal only addressed
Iran’s nuclear program but not its
support for terrorist groups, its
development of a ballistic missile
program that threatens Israel and
other issues.
“You still got the bad child in the
classroom doing four bad things,”
Risch added.
Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.)
says he supports ending the deal because it gives Iran, a Shiite Muslim
nation, an advantage over regional
Sunni rivals who are U.S. allies.
“How do you tell the Arabs that
they can’t enrich and reprocess
[uranium] and allow the Iranians?
That’s why it’s a terrible deal,” he
said.
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Paul backs Pompeo, clearing path for confirmation
By Jordain Carney
The Hill
President Trump’s nominee for
secretary of State, Mike Pompeo,
appears to be on a glide path to
confirmation after a last-minute
reversal Monday from Sen. Rand
Paul (R-Ky.).
Paul’s surprise support helped
push Pompeo over the top in an
11-9-1 Senate Foreign Relations
Committee vote.
All 11 of the Republicans on the
committee voted for Pompeo, while
nine Democrats voted against him.
Sen. Christopher Coons (D-Del.)
voted present after opposing
Pompeo in an initial vote. Under
Senate rules, Sen. Johnny Isakson
(R-Ga.), who was voting “yes”
by proxy as he attended a funeral,
couldn’t be used to clinch a majority for Pompeo, so the committee
would have been formally tied at
10-10 unless a Democrat agreed to
vote present.
The outcome was dramatically
different from what lawmakers,
staffers and pundits had expected
earlier in the day.
Pompeo, who is now Trump’s
CIA director, was widely expected
to become the first secretary of
State nominee since at least 1925
to fail to win a favorable recommendation from the panel.
Paul had vowed for weeks to
oppose Pompeo, citing his support
for the Iraq War and his views on

MIKE POMPEO
so-called enhanced interrogation
techniques.
“I’m perplexed by the nomination of people who love the Iraq
War so much that they would advocate for a war with Iran next. I think
it goes against most of the things
President Trump campaigned on,”
Paul said.
But Paul had been under intense
pressure from Trump and White
House officials to change course.
In a statement about Pompeo just
minutes before the vote, Paul mentioned fielding several calls from
the president.
“After calling continuously
for weeks for Director Pompeo to
support President Trump’s belief
that the Iraq war was a mistake,

(Continued from Page 3)
aren’t some places where lines
have been crossed,” GOP strategist
and ABC News contributor Alex
Castellanos said Sunday on ABC’s
“This Week,” referring to the president. “Imagine those things locked
up in Michael Cohen’s vault now
on a tasty plate that Robert Mueller
serves up to a Democratic House
next year. This is serious.”
Attorney Alan Dershowitz in
a Sunday interview also on “This
Week” said he doesn’t know if Cohen will “flip” on Trump, but noted
the “enormous abilities” prosecutors have to pressure witnesses.
“I think it’s very hard not to
flip when they’re threatening you
with long, long imprisonment. But
I don’t think we know the answer
to that question. I don’t know
enough about Michael Cohen,”
Dershowitz, who is also an opinion
contributor to The Hill, said.
It is not clear how key a role
Cohen plays in Mueller’s investigation. Bloomberg reported that
court documents show his business
dealings have been the target of a
federal criminal probe for months,
but the search of his property partly
resulted from a referral by Mueller.
Republican Sen. Susan Collins
(R-Maine), who sits on the Senate
Intelligence Committee, which is
conducting an investigation into
Russia’s election interference,
noted that the Justice Department
rather than special counsel Mueller has been handling accusations
against Cohen.
“But let me just say that I don’t

see him as being a central figure in
this,” Collins told NBC’s “Meet the
Press” of Cohen.
“The fact that the special counsel
referred the allegations against Mr.
Cohen back to the Justice Department and was referred to a U.S.
attorney suggests to me that it is not
intimately connected to the Russia
probe,” she said.
But the president has continued
to connect the two issues. Trump
responded to the news of the raid,
in part, by criticizing Mueller.
White House counselor Kellyanne Conway said Sunday that
Trump’s “concern has been for
Michael Cohen and the way he has
been treated.”
Conway argued it’s “completely
not true” that Trump is only loyal
to himself, as was alleged in the
Times story.
“He stands up for people in his
inner circle and people he knows
when he thinks they are being
treated unfairly,” Conway told
CNN’s “State of the Union” of the
president.
“And he’s done it again and
again,” she said. “He shows a great
sense of loyalty to people whom he
thinks [are] being treated unfairly.”
Ahead of the raids, Cohen was
already in the spotlight for his connection to another scandal swirling
around Trump. The president’s
longtime personal attorney admitted he paid adult-film star Stormy
Daniels $130,000 ahead of the 2016
presidential election.
Daniels, whose real name is
Stephanie Clifford, has said the

Cohen Investigation

Energy Choice

(Continued from Page 1)
mercial and industrial rates.
According to the U.S. Energy Information Administration, the residential rates set by the PUC were the highest among the eight Mountain
states in January 2018, while the commercial rates was the third lowest
and the industrial rate was the second lowest in the region.
While residents paid 12.36 cents per kilowatt-hour, commercial customers paid 8.04 cents and industrial users paid only 5.28 cents. Thirty-one
states have lower residential power rates than Nevada, according to the
EIA. Only four states have lower industrial power rates. Only three states
have lower commercial rates.
Aren’t you glad the PUC is looking out for you?

and that it is time to leave Afghanistan, today I received confirmation
that Director Pompeo agrees with
President Trump,” Paul said in a
statement.
Trump gave Paul a shoutout last
week, calling him a “very special
guy” and predicting that he would
come around.
“I will say this about Rand Paul:
He’s never let me down. … And I
don’t think he’ll let us down again.
So let’s see what happens,” Trump
said.
Republicans had indicated they
thought Paul was a lost cause.
The libertarian-minded senator
frequently breaks with his party
on foreign policy issues, and he
angered his colleagues earlier this
year by forcing a brief government
shutdown.
“He’s a friend of mine, but I’ll
let the president deal with that,”
Sen. Bob Corker (R-Tenn.), chairman of the Foreign Relations Committee, told reporters after Trump’s
comment about Paul.
When a reporter noted on Monday that Paul’s stance caused difficulty for Republicans “at times,”
Sen. John Cornyn (Texas), the No. 2
Senate Republican, fired back: “At
times? I would strike the ‘at times.’
I wish them luck.”
With the committee vote behind
them, GOP leadership is expected
to bring Pompeo’s nomination up
for a vote on the Senate floor before

payment was meant to purchase
her silence about an alleged affair
with Trump.
The FBI in its raid on Cohen’s
office and hotel room earlier this
month reportedly seized evidence
related to his payment to Daniels.
Cohen’s own legal team is seeking
a delay of a hearing for Daniels’s
lawsuit regarding the nondisclosure
agreement, due to the concurrent
FBI investigation into Cohen.
They have also sought to suppress the release of evidence seized
in the raid, citing attorney-client privilege, according to CNN,
causing some Trump opponents to
speculate the evidence is damaging
to the president.
Dershowitz, who has repeatedly
defended Trump during the course
of the special counsel’s probe into
Russia’s election meddling and
any potential ties between Trump
campaign staff members and Moscow, said the current legal pressure
on Cohen likely indicates “an epic
battle for” the Trump confidant’s
“soul and cooperation.”
“They can threaten [him] essentially with life imprisonment.
They can threaten his parents. They
can threaten his spouse,” warned
Dershowitz. “They have these enormous abilities to really put pressure
and coerce a witness.”

the end of the week.
“It’s hard to imagine a better
nominee for this mission at this
moment than Mike Pompeo. I look
forward to upholding the tradition
of this body and voting to confirm
him this week,” Senate Majority
Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.)
said.
Pompeo has a lock on the simple
majority he needs to be confirmed.
So far, three Democrats — Sens.
Heidi Heitkamp (N.D.), Joe Manchin (W.Va.) and Joe Donnelly
(Ind.) — have said they will support
Pompeo’s nomination. Assuming
every Republican senator votes
“yes,” Pompeo is on track to get at
least 53 votes.
All three of the Democrats backing Pompeo are up for reelection in
red-leaning states that Trump won
handily in 2016.
“After meeting with Mike
Pompeo, discussing his foreign policy perspectives, & considering his
distinguished time as CIA Director
& his exemplary career in public
service, I will vote to confirm Mike
Pompeo to be our next Secretary
of State,” Manchin said in a tweet.
Donnelly added in a statement
that Pompeo “is capable of advancing U.S. interests and leading the
State Department.”
Despite the jolt of momentum on
Monday, Pompeo will likely set a
record for the most votes ever cast
against a secretary of State. That
record is now held by Trump’s first
secretary of State, Rex Tillerson,
who was confirmed 56-43 last year.
Yet Monday’s outcome was also
a setback for liberal Democrats who
had pushed to keep Pompeo’s nomination in limbo as a way to force
concessions from Republicans.
Liberals wanted to force
McConnell to try to discharge
Pompeo’s nomination from the
committee. The unusual move

would have required 60 votes and
given Democrats an opening to try
block Pompeo — the first time they
would have been able to scuttle a
Trump nominee on the Senate floor.
But that move appeared to fail to
gain traction after Democratic senators began coming out in support
of Pompeo; Heitkamp was the first
on Thursday, followed by Manchin
and Donnelly on Monday.
Of the 15 members of the Senate
minority who supported Pompeo’s
nomination for CIA director, four
have yet to say how they’ll vote:
Minority Leader Charles Schumer
(D-N.Y.), Mark Warner (D-Va.),
Claire McCaskill (D-Mo.) and
Angus King (I-Maine).
Several red and purple state
senators, such as Democratic Sens.
Doug Jones (Ala.) and Bob Casey
Jr. (Pa.), also haven’t announced
their positions.
Democrats worry that Pompeo
will enable other hawks on Trump’s
national security team — namely
national security adviser John
Bolton — while working to unravel
the Iran nuclear deal.
But Republicans and the White
House had launched an eleventh
hour charm offensive to try to win
over more support.
“If red-state Democrats refuse to
stand up to their liberal colleagues
on national security, it only proves
to voters they’re unfit to continue
serving in office,” said Katie Martin, a spokeswoman for the National
Republican Senatorial Committee.
White House press secretary
Sarah Huckabee Sanders called
the Democrats’ tactics “absolutely
outrageous.”
“A majority of Democrats continue their pointless obstruction to
score cheap political points with
their base as a willful attempt to
undermine American diplomacy,”
she said.
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Macron rips ‘fear and anger’ in speech to Congress

By John Bowden
The Hill
French President Emmanuel
Macron warned U.S. lawmakers
about closing the United States off
to the politics of “fear and anger”
during a speech to a joint sessions
of Congress on Wednesday.
The French leader, who is concluding a state visit to Washington
hosted by President Trump, said
that stoking fears is not a way to
“construct” anything, and can only
divide people.
“Both in the United States and in
Europe, we are living in a time of
fear,” Macron said. “You can play
with fear and anger for a time, but
they do not construct anything. Anger only freezes and weakens us.”
“Closing the door to the world
will not stop the evolution of the
world. It will not douse, but inflame, the fears of our citizens,”
he adds.
The remarks are notable given
the debates over immigration that
have characterized the first year
and a half of the Trump presidency.
As Macron spoke to Congress,
the Supreme Court was hearing arguments across the street about the
latest version of the Trump travel
ban, which restricts visitors from a
number of Muslim-majority nations
from entering the United States.
Macron also struck a decidedly
different note from Trump on the
issues of trade and climate change

during the speech, which followed
two days in which Trump rolled out
the red carpet for the French leader.
Macron was feted at a state
dinner on Tuesday night, and was
welcomed to the White House on
Tuesday morning with a separate
ceremony. On Monday, Trump
and Macron visited Mount Vernon
together to commemorate French
support for the United States in the
Revolutionary War.

(Continued from Page 1)
as an organizer for that organization for a long time,
working his way up until his present position as
Vice-President.
During his appearance on Face The Tribune, he
made it very clear that he would serve all the District
E constituents and would take the plight of every voter
as equal as possible.
For a very long time, since the formation of Clark
County, only two Hispanics have served on the commission after being elected — Manuel (Manny) Cortez
and Dario Herrera — but no one else has thrown their
name in the ring until now.
As of the 2010 census, the population in Clark
County was 1,951,269, with an estimated population
of 2,204,079 in 2017.
Clark County is by far the most populous county
in Nevada, accounting for nearly three-quarters of its

Judge’s Choice

On trade, Macron struck back at
the tariffs that Trump has imposed
on steel and aluminum imports.
“A commercial war is not consistent with our mission, with our
history with our current commitments for global security,” Macron
told lawmakers on Capitol Hill.
“At the end of the day it will
destroy jobs, increase prices and the
middle class will have to pay for it.”
On climate change, Macron has

residents and, according to Wikipedia, Hispanic Americans are the second fastest-growing ethnic group by
percentage growth in the United States; but for the
last decade a Hispanic has not been able to be elected
to the County Commission, either because none were
running or because, if running, were not elected.
Now comes Marco Hernandez with many good
ideas, lots of energy and the mindset of becoming the
next District E County Commissioner.
Hernandez has been a resident of Clark County
since his fifteenth birthday; he attended local schools,
worked and participated in community and social
events ever since then, and now he is putting all his
ideas and energy into his biggest project ever by
announcing his candidature for County Commission
District E, a seat left vacant by a long time County
Commissioner now running for a higher position.

Time magazine reported.
Kopp isn’t convinced Wood will
side with Michael Cohen.
Just because Brown didn’t immediately agree to a special master
at the April 16 hearing doesn’t
mean she’s more likely to in the
coming weeks, Kopp said.
“If I had to bet, I would say she
will not use the special master.”
“I think the special master in
this circumstance has become more
about keeping up appearances rather than substantively necessary,”
he said.
Should Wood decide to appoint
a special master, both sides in the
case have offered their own ideas
about who it should be.
Cohen’s attorneys have recom-

mended the judge choose between
four former federal prosecutors
who are now criminal defense attorneys. The government has offered
up the names of three magistrate
judges.
Some experts say Wood could
look for a middle path and appoint
a special master, but only to work
in conjunction with the taint team
on resolving any disputes over
privilege.
“It sounds like she’s inclined to
have a special master have some
role,” David Cohen said.
“It wouldn’t surprise me for her
to say, ‘OK taint team, go do what
you do, but I’m going to have a
special master review what you’ve
done.’ ”
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(Continued from Page 4)
lost 250,000 residents. The largest
socioeconomic segment moving
from California is the upper-middle
class. The state is home to some of
the most burdensome taxes and regulations in the nation. Meanwhile,
its social engineering — from green
energy to wealth redistribution —
have made many working families
poorer. As California begins its
long decline, the influx outward is
picking up in earnest.
The only way to slow the great
exodus out of America’s blue meccas is to make these areas more affordable for middle-class families;
the most significant way to do that
is to lower state and city income
taxes. And if residents don’t want
to be “double taxed” following the
removal of SALT deductions, the

solution is simple: remove state and
city income taxes altogether.
H o u s t o n i s t h e n a t i o n ’s
fourth-largest city and is able to
operate, while funding massive
infrastructure projects to support
its population, without income
tax revenue. When residents keep
more of their hard-earned money,
they are more incentivized to spend
that money in ways that make their
community a better place.
This is a lesson high-tax states
and cities need to learn if they want
to avoid transforming into ghost
towns.
*****
Kristin Tate is author of the new
book How Do I Tax Thee?: The
Field Guide to the Great American
Rip-Off. Follow her on Twitter @
KristinBTate.

French President Emmanuel Macron speaks to U.S. Congress on Tuesday, April 24.

Marco Hernandez

(Continued from Page 5)
and such an important matter that
it would give the parties and the
public more comfort to know a
neutral party, who’s not part of the
government, is reviewing documents and helping make the call
on the privilege issue,” said David
Cohen, a special master with a national practice based in Cleveland.
Wood, 74, is no stranger to
high-profile legal drama.
She sentenced the first CEO
of a Wall Street investment bank
charged with insider trading in
2000, presided over a case involving Russian spies in 2010 and
handled the recent corruption trial
of former New York state Senate
Majority Leader Dean Skelos (R),

repeatedly sought to get Trump to
return to the Paris climate agreement. He predicted the U.S. would
eventually come back to the pact
while speaking to the Congress.
“I’m sure, one day, the United
States will come back and join the
Paris agreement. And I’m sure we
can work together to fulfill with you
the ambitions of the global compact
on the environment,” Macron told
the House and Senate, eliciting
some cheers from within the House
chamber.
“I believe in building a better
future for our children, which requires offering them a planet that is
still habitable in 25 years,” he said.
With unchecked greenhouse gas

emissions, plunging biodiversity
and increasing ocean pollution,
“we are killing our planet,” Macron
remarked.
“Let us face it: there is no Planet
B.”
Macron arrived in the United
States hoping to press Trump
away from abandonment of the
Iran nuclear deal. In his message
to Congress, Macron said France
was committed to preventing Iran
from getting a nuclear bomb. But
he also urged the United States to
stay in the international agreement.
Trump has repeatedly criticized
the Iran nuclear deal but during a
joint press conference with Macron
on Tuesday did not commit to exiting it next month when a crucial
deadline hits on May 12.
Macron also urged the United
States to make an effort to stop what
he described as the “ever-growing
virus of fake news” which he said
was particularly a problem in
America.
“Without reason, without truce,
there’s no real democracy,” he said.
“Because democracy is about true
choices and rationale decisions.
The corruption of information is an
attempt to corrode the very spirit of
our democracies.”
The French leader closed the
speech by highlighting the importance of his country’s relationship
with the United States.
“This is a time of determination
and courage. What we cherish is at
stake. What we love is in danger,”
he said. “We have no choice but
to prevail, and together we shall
prevail. Long live the friendship
between France and the United
States.”
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Conservatives eye new tax cut for capital gains

By Naomi Jagoda
The Hill
Conservatives are making a
push to cut taxes on capital gains as
a follow-up to the tax-cut measure
President Trump signed into law
last year.
Republican lawmakers and
prominent conservative leaders
such as Grover Norquist say they
want capital gains to be indexed to
inflation, saying it would give the
economy a boost. They are pursuing both legislation and regulatory
action in an effort to achieve that
goal.
It’s unclear when or if it will
happen, but conservatives are
bullish about the possibility of
a unilateral move by the Trump
administration. They feel the odds
have been bolstered by Larry Kudlow’s entry into the administration
as National Economic Council
director.
“It would be phenomenal for the
economy,” Norquist said.
People pay capital gains taxes
when they sell investments, such as
stocks or, in some cases, real estate.
Currently, people pay capital
gains taxes on the difference between the cost of purchasing an
asset and the amount for which it
was sold. But conservatives want
to change that, so that people only
pay taxes on the difference between
what they paid for the investment
plus inflation and the amount for
which the investment sold.
Here’s an example given by
Norquist in a letter he sent to Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin
earlier this month: Under current
policy, someone who made an
investment of $1,000 in 2000 and
sold it for $2,000 in 2017 would
pay capital gains taxes on the
$1,000 difference. But if capital
gains were indexed, the investor
would only pay taxes on $579,
since $1,000 in 2000 would be
equivalent to $1,421 in 2017 after
adjusting for inflation.
“It’s an issue of fairness,” said
Andy Roth, vice president of
government affairs at the Club
for Growth. “There’s currently an
injustice in the tax code that forces
people to pay taxes on income that
did not occur.”
Conservatives say that indexing
capital gains to inflation would
unleash more capital investment
and increase wages, household net
worth and returns to shareholders.
“It benefits rich, poor, middle
class, everybody,” said Ryan Ellis,
a senior tax adviser for the Family

Business Coalition.
Indexing would also allow conservatives to achieve a long-sought
goal of lowering taxes on capital
gains.
The top tax rate for long-term
capital gains is nearly 24 percent,
including a 3.8 percent surtax
on high earners’ net investment
income. That surtax was created
under ObamaCare.
The capital gains rate remains
significantly lower than the top
individual income tax rate of 37
percent set under the new tax law.
But while right-leaning groups
pushed for the 3.8 percent tax to
be repealed as part of ObamaCare
repeal, the GOP ultimately failed
last year in undoing most of the
2010 health-care law. As a result,
capital gains taxes were largely left
unchanged.
“There is a sore spot” on capital
gains, Ellis said.
Republicans on Capitol Hill also
have an interest in indexing capital
gains. Sens. Ted Cruz (R-Texas)
and James Inhofe (R-Okla.) introduced legislation on the topic last
week.
“It is a pro-growth, pro-investment policy decision, because what
it would do is encourage people ...
to invest more capital in businesses,” Cruz said at an event earlier this
month hosted by Norquist’s group,
Americans for Tax Reform.
Similar legislation has been
introduced in the House in prior
years and may be offered again in
the chamber in the coming weeks.
In 2007, Vice President Pence as a
member of the House introduced
a bill on indexing whose co-sponsors included Rep. Kevin Brady
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(R-Texas), the current Ways and
Means Committee chairman, and
Rep. Paul Ryan (R-Wis.), now the
Speaker.
“A few years ago, Chairman
Brady co-sponsored then-Rep.
Mike Pence’s legislation to index
capital gains to inflation. He continues to be interested in these ideas
as good, commonsense policy that
would help spur economic growth,”
said Julia Slingsby, a spokeswoman
for Brady.
But legislation appears to have
little chance of success, especially
in a midterm election year. Democrats aren’t likely to support Cruz
and Inhofe’s bill since it would
likely be scored as largely benefiting the wealthy.
“It would be another costly
regressive tax cut on top of the
package passed last year,” said
Chye-Ching Huang, deputy director
of federal tax policy at the left-leaning Center on Budget and Policy

Priorities. She noted that the Penn
Wharton Budget Model estimates
that indexing capital gains to inflation would lower the government’s
individual tax revenues by about
$100 billion over 10 years.
With little hope of success in
Congress, conservatives are pushing the Treasury Department to
enact the policy change through
regulatory action. A coalition of
conservative groups pressed Trump
and Mnuchin on this in January,
and Norquist sent another letter to
Mnuchin earlier this month.
Conservatives think their chances are good because Kudlow, who
was chosen to be National Economic Council director in March,
has been a top supporter of using
regulatory authority to end capital
gains taxes on inflation.
“The president should use his
executive authority — as he so
often has to drain the swamp —
to remove this prosperity-killing

practice,” he wrote in a column for
CNBC in August.
The White House signaled that
any action on the topic may be a
ways off.
“This is still just an idea. No official policy is being pursued at this
time,” a White House official said.
Conservatives argue that the
Treasury Department has the
authority to index capital gains
through regulation in light of a 2002
Supreme Court decision finding
that said the term “cost” was ambiguous in a telecommunications law.
But some on the left think that
the argument that indexing can be
done through executive branch
action is weak. They cited a 1992
memo from the Justice Department’s Office of Legal Counsel
ruling that the Treasury Department
doesn’t have the authority to index
capital gains and said the 2002
Supreme Court ruling is unrelated
to the tax code.
“I think they do not have the
authority to change this by regulation,” said David Kamin, a New
York University law professor and
economic adviser to former President Obama.
Those with concerns about indexing capital gains also note that
doing so would be complicated.
Supporters of indexing capital
gains have pointed out that other elements of the tax code are indexed,
such as individual tax brackets.
But other experts, such as Tax
Policy Center co-founder Len
Burman, noted that other aspects of
taxation on capital income and expense aren’t indexed, such as debt.
While indexing capital gains
“seems appealing on its face,” Burman said, it doesn’t make sense to
only tie one form of capital income
to inflation.
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TRAFFIC ALERT

Gass Avenue Project

PROJECT NEON UPDATE

Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
The Gass Avenue Project Team
is pleased to report that our project is moving as planned and on
schedule.
2-Week Look Ahead: Work
will continue on the North half of
Gass Avenue from Las Vegas Boulevard (on the West) to 9th Street
(on the East). This work, for the
City of Las Vegas, includes:
—Removal of existing infrastructure and roadway surfaces
within Public Right-of-Way.
—Improvements to underground
facilities; such as, waterlines, fire
hydrants, power for street lighting,
and irrigation for landscaping.
—Followed by the new roadway
hardscape and road surface work
with the installation of curb and
gutter, street light foundations,
sidewalks and the installation of
landscaping.
Traffic Control: The current
traffic control which allows for oneway movements eastbound from
Las Vegas Boulevard to 9th Street
will continue in the near future.
Please anticipate:
—Intermediate closures of roads
and alleys that intersect Gass Avenue.
—Potential closures of driveways coordinated specifically in
advance with Las Vegas Paving.
—Your help in following designated detours and traffic control directions for the safety of both the Public and our staff.
The Gass Avenue Project Team appreciates your continued support and
cooperation during the course of the construction project.

U.S. 95 onramps closed
nightly April 24 thru 27

Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
The Nevada Department of Transportation (NDOT) will close the
southbound Durango Drive and northbound Buffalo Drive onramps to
U.S. Highway 95 in northwest Las Vegas nightly from 9 p.m. until 5
a.m., beginning the evening of April 24 through the morning of April 27.
The temporary closures are needed to erect falsework for construction
related to the $78 million widening and upgrade of a six-mile-long stretch
of U.S. Highway 95 between Ann and Kyle Canyon roads in northwest
Las Vegas. Las Vegas Paving is the general contractor. The project calls
for expanding the highway from four to six lanes from Durango Drive to
Kyle Canyon Road, constructing Elkhorn Road carpool access ramps and
building a diverging diamond interchange at Kyle Canyon Road, among
other improvements. Construction is scheduled to finish in the fall of 2019.
Motorists should use caution while travelling through the work zone,
heed construction signage, and take alternate detour routes, if possible.
NDOT works with Waze to inform the public about planned highway restrictions, but unscheduled construction changes, closures and restrictions
are possible due to weather or other factors. For the latest state highway
conditions, visit nvroads.com or call 511 before driving.
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20 hours only $600
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U.S. Highway 95 nightly lane
restrictions through June 5th
Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
The Nevada Department of
Transportation (NDOT) will reduce north and southbound U.S.
Highway 95 to one-lane in each
direction between the 215 Beltway
and Durango Drive in northwest
Las Vegas from 9 p.m. until 5 a.m.
nightly, beginning the evening of
April 24 through the morning of
June 5. There may also be up to
30-minute-long intermittent traffic
stoppages between the hours of 11
p.m. to 5 p.m.
The temporary closures are
needed to erect falsework for
construction of an Elkhorn Road
carpool ramp as part of a $78
million, six-mile-long widening
and upgrade of U.S. Highway 95
between Ann and Kyle Canyon
roads in northwest Las Vegas.
Las Vegas Paving is the general

contractor. The project calls for
expanding the highway from four
to six lanes from Durango Drive to
Kyle Canyon Road, constructing
Elkhorn Road carpool access ramps
and building a diverging diamond
interchange at Kyle Canyon Road,
among other improvements. Construction is scheduled to finish in
the fall of 2019.
Motorists should use caution
while travelling through the work
zone, heed construction signage,
and take alternate detour routes, if
possible. NDOT works with Waze
to inform the public about planned
highway restrictions, but unscheduled construction changes, closures
and restrictions are possible due to
weather or other factors. For the
latest state highway conditions,
visit nvroads.com or call 511 before
driving.
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RadioTribune Lineup
“Open Mic”
Every Tuesday and Thursday at 11:00 a.m., Gordon
Martines hosts “Open Mic,” a popular RadioTribune.
com show. The Anti-Corruption Coalition of Nevada is
the basis for and theme of “Open Mic.”
Gordon Martines was a career police officer with 39
years of on-the-job Law Enforcement experience. Past
cases involving Kevin Daley, Trayvon Cole and a variety
of other covered-up criminal cases, and a billion dollars
worth of missing taxpayer money, are discussed in depth
and at length on the show.
Martines spent four years as police officer with the
Hermosa Beach Police Department before moving here
and resuming his police career in Las Vegas as a Detective in the Robbery/Homicide Bureau, retiring from
the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department after 36
years of police service.
The amount of corruption and cover-ups by executive
Police Administrative officers witnessed by Martines
inside the department led to his decision to contest the
good ol’ boy’s club and run for Clark County Sheriff
three times against what he knew were almost insurmountable odds.
“Open Mic” carries the voice the LVMPD does not
want you to hear, yet it is always there, every Tuesday
and Thursday at 11:00 a.m. on www.radiotribune.com.
Tune in!
*****
“Face The Tribune”
Face the Tribune is heard every Monday through Friday at 12 noon, hosted by Rolando Larraz.
For the last five years “Face The Tribune” has been
the premier show for interviews with politicians, civil
service workers, government officials and activists, and a
voice for those everyday citizens who needed to air their
legal grievances. The Las Vegas Tribune newspaper has
been a part of the Las Vegas community for over 18 years
and is the only independent newspaper in Clark County.
“Face The Tribune” was established as a voice for the
people of Las Vegas and is the only news platform where
judges, city councilmen, local businessmen and women, as well as Mr. or Ms. Local Citizen, can voice their
opinions and share the issues that pertain to Las Vegas.
The show’s host, Rolando Larraz, has been a journalist
in Clark County for over 50 years. He has been a fixture
in the community and a highly respected publisher who
has covered local news and events in Las Vegas since the
mid-’60s. For stories and information not available anywhere else in Las Vegas, tune into “Face The Tribune”
Monday through Friday at 12:00 noon.
*****
COBRA USA with Blu Laker
A daily Radio show Monday through Friday 2:00 p.m.
with live guests on a variety of subjects.
Due to the importance of health care, its out-of-control

costs with no restraints,
millions of Americans are
unable to obtain it. Why?
Our elected officials have
it, they don’t need to worry.
But what about the people
they represent? Find out
why on Cobra USA.
C.O.B.R.A. by the way
is the 1985 Insurance Law
created by Ronald Reagan in 1985 for continuing health care coverage
of health insurance. We
talk about insurance, savings and options available
through King Cobra, the
intended amended ver-

sion of the original Cobra
program. We invite you to
press Congress for parity in
health care live here at Radio Tribune. Call or email
us at Cobra.blulaker@
gmail.com or call (949)
467- 0613.
Cobra USA is hosted by
Blu Laker, an investigative
reporter who has seen medical programs that work
around the world, with
a cure to the healthcare
problem here. Join him in
these discussions to clear
the air so vital to survival
itself and what you can do

to help. The world has become so large, it’s getting
claustrophobic with traffic,
travel, taxes, soaring costs
for food, water, clothing
and shelter, and what are
we to do? Join us with
your wisdom and knowledge to make America
great again; together we
can make a difference. Let
me pick your brain for the
advancement of humanity.
We are controversial, conservative and considerate
of other people, even when
they may have different
opinions.
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Tribune
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on www.RadioTribune.com
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with Blu Laker
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Tune in to
RadioTribune
www.RadioTribune.com
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Tune in and listen to those who will tell you the truth,
and nothing but the truth. You’ll discover different
personalities and hear different opinions, but when it
comes to the facts, you’ll always get the truth from us!
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A government big enough to give you everything you want, is strong enough to take everything you have. — Thomas Jefferson

Our Point of View

As American
as apple pie

It is very important that those few people who may be
reading this editorial be aware that this is not any type of
endorsement in any way, shape or form; it is only an opinion regarding how politics is being managed nowadays.
There is the alleged teacher that claims to be very concerned with education, but in all the years she has been
in public service, she has only earned the reputation of
making, or intending to make, deals with people who
had no other interest but to pad their already bulky bank
account even more by squeezing the hard-working small
business operators and creating another California in the
best city of them all.
If she was not, in her way, one of the worst governors
among socialist governors in the free world, we might
be helping her to win an election that she is never going
to win just to get her out of Las Vegas “Casino Alley,”
away from the world-famous Strip before she destroys it,
wanting to close Las Vegas Boulevard by making it into
another mall.
Then you have another county commissioner who wants
to be governor, who may be a little less socialist than his
counterpart, but socialist nevertheless.
As with every socialist, this man lives in a glass house,
pretending to be one thing and amassing a fortune that he
will never spend, abusing the system to benefit himself
and his friends, using the system for his own benefit, pretending to be against our president only to try to gain the
votes of those who are erroneously in favor of opening
our borders, and making this great nation into a hospitality
center.
Attacking the person the American people have elected
as their president and as their commander in chief, and
displaying a great deal of disrespect, not only to the leader
of the free world, but also to those who cast their vote for
that leader of the American people is a bad example to
those we consider to be the new generation.
Pretending to be a watchdog of the people, which he
cannot ever be, is not only a despicable act of fraud, it’s
a grave misrepresentation to the people of Nevada.
Nevada already has a governor who has disrespected
the seat and the higher position of the president of the
United States of America in every way possible, by siding
with a two-bit individual named Harry Reid and by using
these cowardly political players who bow to him when
he orders them not to accept an invitation to attend their
party convention in support of the candidate chosen by the
people to represent them in the general elections.
It has been fifteen months since President Donald
Trump has been sworn into office and still those anti-Trump groups mixed with communists, liberal media,
and frustrated Republicans cannot accept the fact that their
fifteen minutes of fame have ended.
If any of those anti-Trump groups really have the best
interest of the nation at heart, they will stop intervening
in the daily operation of those who are now the guests at
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, and they will use their time
in regrouping and trying to prepare themselves for the
2020 election.
If any of these anti-Trump groups have the best interest
of the nation at heart as they claim to have, they will stop
all that fake news, stop those funny charges and concentrate on getting ready for the 2020 election that is going
to be hard enough work for them.
Our good intentions and our loyalty to Nevada and the
United States has been questioned by some who do not
understand why we claim to be corruption-fighters and
support the Trump administration.
We support the Trump administration because we like to
live in the nation that we know as the best nation of them
all; we like to have an honest voter registration; we like to
have the security of living in a safe and secure environment
for our families; we like to have the stability of decent jobs
to support our families without the need for welfare and
“food stamps”; we like to have the freedom and the respect
of being able to express our opinions without concern for
hurting anyone else’s feelings or offending anyone else
for having different points of view.
We are not attacking either of these governor candidates; we like them both, but we like this country better
the way it used to be with one language, under God, with
the benefit of being able to speak any other language we
so choose.
We like to live in a country that everyone used to like
to live in; a country that everyone is proud to be part of;
a country about which one can still say, is “as American
as apple pie.”

ObamaCare costs keep soaring

By Thomas Mitchell
increase in premiums will cost the
Premiums for ObamaCare-eligitaxpayers $10 billion more in subsible health insurance plans are soardies this year.
ing this year, according to an analysis
Of course, a state health exchange
by the Urban Institute.
executive blamed the premium
The study, sponsored by the Robspikes on “instability in the health inert Wood Johnson Foundation, found
surance market — much of it caused
that the lowest priced of the so-called
by tactics designed to undermine the
gold plans that cover 80 percent of
Affordable Care Act. That includes
medical expenses for a 40-year-old
the decision to stop paying insurance
non-smoker increased 19 percent
companies for the Cost Sharing Renationally this year and 25 percent in
duction subsidies mandated by the
Nevada. The lowest cost silver plans
ACA for consumers making between
for that individual, which covers 70
138 and 250 percent of the poverty
ThoMaS MiTchell
percent of medical costs, went up 32
level,” the Appeal explained.
The taxpayers get stuck with the bill either way —
percent nationally and 45.6 percent in Nevada. The
second lowest priced silver plans jumped 34.3 percent subsidize the insurer or subsidize the rate payer. Six
of one, a half dozen of the other.
nationally and 48.3 percent in Nevada.
During the debate this past year over those Cost
But not to worry, the Nevada Appeal newspaper
in Carson City reports that more than 85 percent of Sharing Reduction subsidies, The Wall Street Journal
the nearly 100,000 Nevadans who are covered by reported, “In an ironic twist, stopping the subsidies
such plans through the Silver State Health Insurance would also wind up costing the federal government
Exchange will not pay much if any of that premium more in the end, the (Congressional Budget Office)
increase because they receive federal subsidies. Guess report said. Higher premiums for mid-priced plans
would require the government to pay larger tax credwho pays those federal subsidies? All of us.
The Appeal reports that, according to a recent report its to consumers to help offset coverage costs. The
by the Congressional Budget Office, the nationwide
(See Mitchell, Page 13)

Should we or shouldn’t we use
military troops at our border?

By Perly Viasmensky
President Donald Trump keeps announcing his
plans to deploy the National Guard to the U.S.-Mexico
border to help secure the borders, but up to now we
haven’t heard how many troops will be deployed. The
president is not receiving much support from states and
almost everybody is criticizing him for even planning
to use the Army National Guard for the purpose of
guarding the border.
Some critics called those deployments costly and
inefficient and some others believe that President
Trump should not militarize our borders. One of them
is Oregon Democratic Governor Kate Brown, who
stated, “If the President asked her to deploy guard
troops to the border she would reject the request. As
Commander of Oregon’s Guard, I’m deeply troubled
by Trump’s plan to militarize our border.”
Also, the democratic governor of Montana Steve
Bullock is refusing to deploy his state’s guard. Republican governors in border states of Arizona, New
Mexico and Texas backed the deployment. Even the

governor of Iowa offered to send National Guard troops
from the Midwest.
I wonder where the governors of Oregon and
Montana have been in the last month that they have
not heard about the Caravan of Central Americans approaching the US border. Over 1,200 people all hoping
to ask for political asylum. Since they are so benevolent, we wonder if they are planning to receive all of
them and give them refuge in Oregon and Montana.
The Nevada democratic congresswoman Dina Titus
asked our “supposed Republican” governor, Brian
Sandoval, in a letter, to deny any request by the Trump
administration to deploy the state’s National Guard to
the US-Mexico border. A very obedient Republican
of the desires of a Democrat, Sandoval said through
his spokeswoman, Mary-Sarah Kinner that he doesn’t
believe the proposal would be an appropriate use of
the Nevada Guard.
The coordinators of the so called caravan believe
that the United States cannot deny them the protection
(See Viasmensky, Page 16)

ON A PERSONAL NOTE

Another look at the Starbucks situation:

Everyone must look at how they contribute to their own problems

By Maramis
It seems only logical and fair
Last week I commented on the
to the establishment, of whatever
Starbucks episode involving two
kind, that if there are those taking
Black men who were removed from
up the space of paying customers
the establishment after they refused
and are not themselves buying anyto leave when asked. They apparentthing, those taking up the space are
ly were merely waiting for a friend
cheating the business out of space
who was to join them there and did
to accommodate those who would
not believe they were doing anything
be paying customers. However, if
wrong or unlawful. I received some
there is still plenty of room for the
heavy feedback on that column.
paying customers, and the non-payKnowing (from what I read about
ing would-be customers are merely
such things) that Blacks in particular
waiting for their friend to show up
MaraMiS choufani
are often hassled by the police when
before they order, that seems like
there is no need or reason to hassle them, this sound- a good enough reason to let them sit and wait. (How
ed like one of those things (although prompted by many times have diners waited at a table for someone
the person who called the police). Just two peaceful else to arrive before they would place their order, and
Black men waiting for their friend; an employee calls they likely were not asked to leave.)
the police because they were just sitting there without
This sort of thing, however, does not seem like a
ordering anything; it turns into a big drama, with the “patron” problem. It seems more like a “We have a
police escorting them out in handcuffs while a crowd policy about non-ordering patrons, and we failed to
looks on.
have that policy clearly posted to avoid problem situSo, there are those who want to know if that ations of that kind” kind of problem on the part of the
employee — manager or not — had the right to ask Starbucks establishment.
them to leave; and there are those who want to know
No one seems to find fault with stated and equally
if anyone has the right to sit in an establishment such enforced policies that inform customers or would-be
as Starbucks without ordering. I would say in both customers that they must wear shirts or shoes in order
instances that “it depends.”
(See Maramis, Page 16)
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Time to tell Michelle’s new kids on
the block to stop burning bridges

By Chuck Muth
The brashness and energy of
new blood in the conservative
movement is absolutely necessary
for the movement to continue and
grow. However, there’s something
to be said for wisdom gained
through experience. Both are needed for ongoing success.
Newcomers to the movement
have latched onto modern-day
catchphrases such as “drain the
swamp” and “fake news” and use
them on social media as a substitute
for actual in-the-trenches, first-hand
experience.
For example, conservative Nevada Republican congressional district candidate Michelle Mortensen
has resorted to calling her primary
opponent, Danny Tarkanian, a “loser” — as Harry Reid used to do to
President Bush — and claiming he
handed seats over to Democrats.
This is very unfortunate. And
false.
Before President Trump asked
Danny to switch from his GOP
primary challenge to Sen. Dean
“Never Trump” Heller and run
again for Nevada’s 3rd congressional district seat, I could have easily
supported Michelle against Victoria

CHUCK MUTH
Seaman, who has since dropped out
of the race.
But Danny — whose campaign
has retained me, by the way, in the
interest of disclosure — has the
best chance of picking up this seat.
He’s far outraised everyone
else in the race by a factor of 8-1
or more. He has high name ID.
He’s an experienced campaigner,
especially in this district. And he
has the support of both the White
House and the GOP gubernatorial
nominee, Adam Laxalt.
He’s battle-born and battle-tested.
Now, I understand why Michelle
and her supporters are angry. Be-

fore Danny entered the race she
had a decent shot at winning the
GOP primary vs. Seaman and the
others. But she has little chance of
beating Tark. That’s just Political
Reality 101.
Nevertheless, Michelle opted to
soldier on. And I can respect that.
Unfortunately, however, she and
some of her Johnny-come-lately
new-kids-on-the-block have adopted the scorched earth campaign
tactic of personal attacks and insults historically deployed by her
campaign manager, Mike Slanker
— the same sleazy guy who’s also
running Heller’s doomed re-election campaign.

For example, Michelle recently
posted on her Twitter feed an attack
on Amy Tarkanian — a former
Nevada Republican Party chairwoman, mother of three and media
personality in her own right — by
one of her supporters who referred
to Mrs. T as Danny’s “butch wife.”
It’s one thing for a Twitter troll
to write something repulsive like
that, but for Michelle to condone
it by re-tweeting it demonstrates
a serious lack of judgment, to say
the least.
And for someone who’s never
run before, never attended a Republican central committee meeting, never attended a Republican

precinct meeting, never attended
a Republican convention, never
attended a Nevada Republican Lincoln Day Dinner, never contributed
to a Nevada Republican candidate’s
campaign, never made phone calls
for a Nevada Republican candidate
and never walked door-to-door for a
Nevada Republican candidate — as
Danny has done for years — to call
this veteran conservative activist
and leader a “loser” is beyond the
pale.
Especially since Tarkanian has
won four out of five GOP primary
races against very tough, well-funded competitors — including the
(See Muth, Page 13)

replied, he used to tell juries trying
to evaluate a witness that “you can’t
cherry-pick” — “You can’t say, ‘I
like these things he said, but on this,
he’s a dirty, rotten liar.’ You gotta
take it all together.”
Put the two men’s records, their
reputations, even their respective
books, side by side, and it’s hard to
imagine two more polar opposites
than Trump and Comey: They are
as antipodean as the untethered,
sybaritic Al Capone and the square,
diligent G-man Eliot Ness in Brian
De Palma’s 1987 movie “The Untouchables”; or the vengeful outlaw
Frank Miller and Gary Cooper’s
stoic, duty-driven marshal Will
Kane in Fred Zinnemann’s 1952
classic “High Noon.”
One is an avatar of chaos with
autocratic instincts and a resentment of the so-called “deep state”
who has waged an assault on the
institutions that uphold the Constitution.
The other is a straight-arrow
bureaucrat, an apostle of order and
the rule of law, whose reputation
as a defender of the Constitution
was indelibly shaped by his decision, one night in 2004, to rush
to the hospital room of his boss,
Attorney General John D. Ashcroft,

to prevent Bush White House officials from persuading the ailing
Ashcroft to reauthorize an N.S.A.
surveillance program that members
of the Justice Department believed
violated the law.
Who You Gonna Believe? Me
Or Your Lyin’ Eyes?
One uses language incoherently
on Twitter and in person, emitting
a relentless stream of lies, insults,
boasts, dog-whistles, divisive appeals to anger and fear, and attacks
on institutions, individuals, companies, religions, countries, and
continents.
The other chooses his words
carefully to make sure there is “no
fuzz” to what he is saying, someone so self-conscious about his
reputation as a person of integrity
that when he gave his colleague,
James R. Clapper, then-director of
national intelligence, a tie decorated
with little martini glasses, he made
sure to tell him it was a re-gift from
his brother-in-law.
One is an impulsive, utterly
transactional narcissist who, so
far in office, The Washington Post
calculated, has made an average
of six false or misleading claims
a day; a winner-take-all bully with
a nihilistic view of the world. “Be

paranoid,” he advises in one of
his own books. In another: “When
somebody screws you, screw them
back in spades.”
The other wrote his college thesis on religion and politics, embracing Reinhold Niebuhr’s (a public
theologian and ethicist) argument
that “the Christian must enter the
political realm in some way” in
order to pursue justice, which keeps
“the strong from consuming the
weak.” But, my philosophy is there
is no justice, Just us!
Comey is Consistent.
Until his cover was blown,
Comey shared nature photographs
on Twitter using the name “Reinhold Niebuhr,” and both his 1982
thesis and this memoir highlight
how much Niebuhr’s work resonated with him. They also attest to
how a harrowing experience he had
as a high school senior — when he
and his brother were held captive,
in their parents’ New Jersey home,
by an armed gunman — must have
left him with a lasting awareness of
justice and mortality.
Long passages in Comey’s
thesis are also devoted to explicating the various sorts of pride
that Niebuhr argued could afflict
(See Mace, Page 15)

Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell!

By Mace yampolsky
Part Two
Throughout his tenure in the
Bush and Obama administrations
(he served as Deputy Attorney
General under Bush and was selected to lead the FBI by Obama in
2013), Comey was known for his
fierce, go-it-alone independence,
and Trump’s behavior catalyzed
his worst fears — that the president symbolically wanted the
leaders of the law enforcement
and national security agencies to
come “forward and kiss the great
man’s ring.” Comey was feeling
unnerved from the moment he met
Trump. In his recent book “Fire
and Fury,” Michael Wolff wrote
that Trump “invariably thought
people found him irresistible,” and
felt sure, early on, that “he could
woo and flatter the FBI director
into positive feeling for him, if not
outright submission” (in what the
reader takes as yet another instance
of the president’s inability to process reality or step beyond his own
narcissistic delusions).
From Russia With Love
After he failed to get that submission and the Russia cloud
continued to hover, Trump fired
Comey; the following day he told

MaCe yaMPoLSKy

Russian officials during a meeting
in the Oval Office that firing the
FBI director — whom he called
“a real nut job” — relieved “great
pressure” on him. A week later,
the Justice Department appointed
Robert Mueller as special counsel
overseeing the investigation into
ties between the Trump campaign
and Russia.
During Comey’s testimony, one
senator observed that the often-contradictory accounts that the president and former FBI director gave
of their one-on-one interactions
came down to “Who should we
believe?” As a prosecutor, Comey

Déjà Vu: Elite Criminals Go Scot-Free!

Larry Klayman flays pundits calling Bob Mueller ‘man of integrity’

By Larry Klayman
Are you tired of seeing young
“whippersnappers,” cocky millennials with no legal experience on
Fox News telling us the way the
capital of corruption works when
it comes to law enforcement?
Friday morning, when I turned on
the television to get an update on
what was happening in the latest
Mueller saga, as I am this week on
the “Left Coast” and three hours
behind the swamp, I was treated to
the commentary of Fox’s newest
young “rising star,” pundit Guy
Benson, who apparently is even
being given his own show. And,
while he is a smart kid, he is just
a kid. Guy, like other attractive
pundits who are given an audience
on the network, is clueless to the
way our corrupt law enforcement
establishment works.
With great self-assurance and
confidence, and with a friendly
smile — obviously to keep his
analysis politically and socially
acceptable so he could leave the
door open should he ever be offered
a better gig on CNN, MSNBC,
or CBS, as many of his so-called
conservative colleagues have done

Larry KLayMan
— Guy smugly made it a point of
saying, as is also the mantra of the
ill-informed or lying D.C. establishment, that Mueller would likely
soon wrap up his Russian collusion
and so-called related investigations,
since everyone knows that he is a
“man of integrity.” Hearing this, I
nearly threw up!
On the other side of the “experience spectrum,” someone I respect
and am thankful that President
Trump hired to join his legal team
of Jay Seculow and Ty Cobb — to
use the term loosely given their

demonstrated complete incompetence to date — is Rudy Giuliani.
In announcing that he would “take
one for the Gipper” and enter the
fray, the former U.S. attorney for
the Southern District of New York,
deputy attorney general, mayor of
New York City and later presidential candidate himself boasted that
he could somehow tame Mueller
and his crooked ultra-leftist prosecutorial staff, since having worked
with Mueller when the latter was
FBI director, he knows him to be a
“man of integrity.”
Suggesting that the Mueller
investigation would soon be over
now that he has entered “stage left,”
Rudy created patently false expectations, even if some optimism is
helpful to keep Trump’s base from
jumping off of Trump Tower, the
way things have been going with
Mueller and his collaborators at the
U.S. Attorney in New York City,
with the recent unconstitutional raid
on the offices and residences of the
president’s lawyer Michael Cohen.
The documents and reported
tape recordings illegally seized
from Cohen, even if not incriminating, could serve to be paramount,

at a minimum, in the impeachment
report Mueller is most certainly
preparing. And, of course, Mueller
and his hack prosecutors, knowing
no bounds of decency much less
respect for the rule of law, will
use this seized information in the
coming weeks and months to criminally leak and thus smear not just
Cohen and his clients, including
Fox News’ Sean Hannity, but most
egregiously the president himself.
The evil plan of this “man of
integrity” is, of course, to do the
bidding of the establishments of
both political parties, Democratic
and Republican, who want to see
The Donald gone, buried and safely
put in his political grave, that is if
some deranged lunatic on the left
does not kill him first.
In the face of all of this, despite
Giuliani’s endorsement of Mueller,
which I am hopeful was just to
set this corrupt special counsel up
by putting him on the spot, I am
pleased that he is now representing
the president, even if Rudy himself
is a “recovering establishment creature.” What could be worse than the
feckless legal representation Trump
has gotten to date? In the words of

Laurel and Hardy of times past, “A
fine mess you have gotten me into,
Jay and Ty,” can only be the president’s best thoughts at this point!
It is natural but naive to hope that
Giuliani can bail Trump out, before
he sinks finally into the quicksand
of our corrupt bipartisan law enforcement establishments.
Demonstrating that our president continues to be ensnared in
a web of Washington, D.C., legal
theatre, which only superficially
appears on the surface to be getting
more responsive to the need to address scandals at the FBI and its Department of Justice (DOJ), was the
announcement by the department’s
inspector general late this week that
it was now making a criminal referral of former FBI Director Andrew
McCabe to appropriate authorities
in the department.
This is simply a decoy, used
over and over again in our compromised justice system. Burn the
mid-level official and leave the elite
higher-ups alone! In this regard, I
am talking about Mueller himself
as well as his equally corrupt
friend James Comey. And, for good
(See Klayman, Page 14)
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When Democracies Falter

By José Azel
Democracies end when they
become too democratic. This is
the central argument of Andrew
Sullivan in a vitriolic, pre-election
anti-Trump article in The New York
Magazine (May 2016). Sullivan,
who Forbes magazine has ranked
among “The 25 Most Influential
Liberals in the U.S. Media,” builds
his highbrow case on a tortuous
reading of Plato and the Founding
Fathers.
The article warns that in our
hyper-democratic times, as the authority of elites fades, establishment
values cede to popular ones; the
emotional component of politics
becomes inflamed, and reason retreats because there are fewer elite
arbiters to establish what is actually
true or relevant. He concludes that
we need elites to protect democracy
from its own destabilizing excess,
and urges anti-democratic measures
to save democracy from itself.
Democracy is in crisis, but the
cause is not “too much democracy”
as claimed by Sullivan. The Democracy Index 2016, a yearly report on
the state of democracy worldwide
provides the data. The Index scores
countries in five categories: electoral process, civil liberties, the functioning of government, political
participation, and political culture.
Based on the scores, each country
is classified as: full democracy,
flawed democracy, hybrid regime,
or authoritarian state.
Over the last 10 years, 81 of
the 167 countries covered by the

José Azel
Index (48.5 percent) have declined
in their overall democracy scores.
Currently, only 4.5 percent of the
world’s population, in 19 countries,
can be said to live in full democracies. In 2016, for the first time, the
United States was downgraded to a
“flawed democracy” as confidence
in the functioning of public institutions declined during the Obama
administration.
This years’ Democracy Index
titled “The Revenge of the deplorables” highlights how the political
classes in Europe and the U.S. have
lost touch with the people they represent, and often express contempt
for sections of the electorate: “You
could put half of Trump’s supporters into what I call the basket
of deplorables. Right? The racist,
sexist, homophobic, xenophobic,
Islamophobic-you name it…”
(Hillary Clinton, September 2016.)
Surveys by Pew Research, Gal-

lup, Eurobarometer, the World Values Survey, and others, document a
growing deficit of trust in political
elites. That is, distrust in government, political parties, politicians,
the media, etc. According to Pew,
only 19 percent of Americans trust
government to do the right thing
“always or most of the time.” This
erosion of public trust is down
from 77 percent in 1964. Today,
most Americans (55 percent) think
that ordinary citizens would “do a
better job of solving problems” than
elected officials.
The Index draws on the June
2016 Brexit vote in Britain and the
November U.S. election to make
the case that both votes represented
a rebellion against out-of-touchelites. The votes show that “society’s marginalized and forgotten
voters, often working class and blue
collar, do not share the same values
as the dominant political elite…”
However, many in the leftist
political elites consider the Brexit
vote and the election of Mr. Trump
“nothing more than outbursts of
primal emotions and visceral expressions of narrow-minded nationalism.” Instead of seeking to understand the causes of the popular
backlash against the political establishment, the elites have sought to
delegitimize the Brexit and Trump
outcomes by disparaging the values
of those who supported them.
The leftist political elites fail
to see anything encouraging in the
increased political engagement of
ordinary people. Some have even

questioned whether ordinary citizens should be trusted to participate
in important decisions such as the
United Kingdom’s membership
in the European Union. To them,
increased popular participation is
a threat to democracy.
Yes, the Founding Fathers,
mindful of the turbulent Roman
and Greek experiences, were fearful of democracy. But they also
understood that the cause of disagreements is freedom itself; in
Madison’s words: “Liberty is to
faction, what air is to fire.” The
backlash against political elites is
not a threat, but a vindication of
democracy.

ON THE HOLMES FRONT

The answer to what has been
called a “democracy recession”
is not anti-democratic measures.
Democracies do not end, as Mr.
Sullivan argues, when they become
“too democratic.” Democracies
falter when the people are excluded.
José Azel left Cuba in 1961 as a
13 year-old political exile in what
has been dubbed Operation Pedro
Pan — the largest unaccompanied
child refugee movement in the history of the Western Hemisphere.
He is currently dedicated to the indepth analyses of Cuba’s economic,
social and political state, with a
keen interest in post-Castro-Cuba
strategies.

ISIS terrorists salivating over this plan
By Frank Holmes
If anyone you know doubts that
we need to build a wall across the
Southern border, just show them
this column.
Even if you support Trump’s
wall, you’ll be shocked — and a
little frightened — by how much
we need tight security right now.
It’s only natural — with a hostile media that runs negative news
about Donald Trump more than 90
percent of the time — that some
people may question whether we
really need a “big, beautiful wall”
across the Mexican border.
We need to control our borders
to keep out street gangs like MS13 and the deadly drugs fueling
the opiate epidemic, but there’s a
much more important reason to start
building today.
An untold number of the men
who crossed the border illegally are
fertile recruits for terrorist groups
like ISIS.
Don’t take my word for it — ask
the U.S. Treasury Department.
“Hundreds” of illegal aliens
came into the country from the
Middle East, from one human
smuggler alone.
On Wednesday, the Treasury
slapped sanctions against the
Barakat Transnational Criminal
Organization.
Its leader, Nassif Barakat,
charged Syrian and Lebanese citizens $20,000 apiece to smuggle
them across the Mexican border
into the Great Satan.
He bought the “refugees” phony
passports claiming the people were
actually from Europe. Sometimes,
he took Muslims through a series
of other countries to throw off
suspicious authorities before they
landed in Brazil.
That’s where they would slowly
begin trekking through Central
America and Mexico to the United
States.

Here’s why that’s a problem
— a huge problem
A poll found that 13 percent of
would-be “refugees” in Syria had a
positive view of ISIS.
Another 10 percent had only a
lukewarm rejection of ISIS. This is
a terror group that uses beheadings,
rape, and torture to spread radical
Islam.
That means about one-in-four
Syrian refugees are susceptible
to being recruited into a terrorist
organization before they ever set
foot on U.S. soil.
Barakat likely brought dozens of
pro-ISIS Muslims into the United
States — all because bleeding-heart
liberals won’t close the border.
If ISIS isn’t enough, there may
just be another terrorist connection:
Nassif Barakat leads these “refugees” to the same corner of the
globe run by terrorist financiers —
who are also named Barakat.
The Treasury Department called
Assad Ahmad Barakat “a key
terrorist financier in South America who has used every financial
crime in the book, including his
businesses, to generate funding for
Hezbollah.”
America has so many enemies
that sometimes we can’t keep
them straight, but Hezbollah is a
major one.
Before 9/11, Hezbollah had

killed more Americans than any
other terrorist organization. It
killed hundreds of U.S. soldiers
by shelling the barracks in Beirut
in the 1980s, and it killed another
19 soldiers in the Khobar Towers
attack in 1996.
Assad also based his illegal ventures in the Tri-Border Area (TBA)
of Argentina, Brazil, and Paraguay
— the same place these illegals
begin their journey to the U.S.
Treasury officials didn’t say
whether Mr. Barakat and Mr.
Barakat ever worked together… but
there’s definitely potential that one
of Hezbollah’s recruits might want
to tag along to the U.S.
The good news is the Trump
administration has cracked down
hard on the human smuggler. The
sanctions cut off his money supply,
and anyone who breaks the order
could serve 20 years in prison.
The bad news is, he’s not the
only way hardcore Islamists are
sneaking into America — and Mexico isn’t lifting a finger to stop them.
The Border Patrol calls illegals
from anywhere other than Mexico
“OTMs” (other than Mexicans).
222,847 OTMs cross the border
in 2016, according to the Border
Patrol.
Worse yet, the Mexican government knows that Middle Easterners
use its territory as a halfway house

(Continued from Page 11)
federal deficit would increase by
$194 billion through 2026, the
report said.” Instead of paying $7
billion in subsidies to insurers, we
are paying $10 billion to ratepayers.
Pay no heed to the fact
ObamaCare premiums have been
rising sharply since the law was
passed in 2010 without a single
Republican vote and using dirty
tricks devised by Nevada’s own
Sen. Harry Reid. According to
the website eHealth, from 2013,
the year before ObamaCare went
into effect, through 2017, health
insurance premiums had already increased 140 percent. Forget repeal
and replace, just repeal.
Remember at the ballot box
this fall just who brought us this

expensive boondoggle and would
vote to keep it.
*****
Thomas Mitchell is a former
newspaper editor who now writes

conservative/libertarian columns
for weekly papers in Nevada.
You may email Mitchell at thomasmnv@yahoo.com. He blogs at
http://4thst8.wordpress.com/.
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to the U.S. — and they’re turning a
blind eye or helping them.
Mexican government officials
have noted an uptick in immigrants
from the Middle East.
“I imagine people come to
Mexico because of being close to
the United States,” admitted the
coordinator of one Mexican group
that works with so-called refugees.
“Mexico represents a step closer to
the U.S., so there may be the possibility of going there eventually.”
As long as the border is wide
open, they will be successful. With
about one-quarter of ready to be
radicalized, recruited, and turned
into “domestic” terrorists, this
means scores of ticking time bombs
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are being trafficked into the American homeland every year.
Those are the stakes if we don’t
build the wall and seal our borders
against anyone from a terrorist
nation.
It’s not racism. It’s not Islamophobia. It’s not cold-hearted, or
hypocrisy, or “hate.”
It’s common sense — and it just
may be the only way to stop the
next terrorist attack on U.S. soil.
*****
Frank Holmes is a reporter for
The Horn News. He is a veteran
journalist and an outspoken conservative that talks about the news
that was in his weekly article, “On
The Holmes Front.

(Continued from Page 12)
sitting state senate minority leader, the sitting secretary of state, the sitting
state treasurer and a sitting Las Vegas city councilwoman.
And while Mortensen’s campaign catch-phrases — “fighting for you”
and “on your side” — play well in social media posts, when it comes to
the conservative movement in Nevada, both ring hollow.
For example, how many of you remember that HUGE tea party rally
in Searchlight, Nevada — Harry Reid’s back yard — back in 2010? Danny was there, up on the stage with the likes of Sarah Palin, by our side,
fighting for the conservative cause.
Mortensen? AWOL.
Or how about something a little more recently: the 2015 legislative
session in which a shameful group of RINOs in Carson City passed the
largest tax hike in history. Danny was with us, fighting by our side against
Gov. Sandoval and the Tax Hikers.
Mortensen? AWOL.
Or how about Donald Trump’s “Make America Great Again” insurgency. Although Trump wasn’t his first pick, Danny got behind him full-tilt as
the party’s nominee. So much so that he was invited to speak and introduce
the president from the stage at Trump’s Las Vegas rallies.
And when the “Never Trump” crowd threw the president under the bus
three weeks before the election, Danny stood tall under tremendous pressure from the GOP “establishment” and refused to abandon the president.
Mortensen? AWOL.
Now to be fair, the fact that Mortensen wasn’t actively engaged and
supporting Trump publicly the way Danny did doesn’t make her a “Never Trumper” like Heller, Gov. Sandoval and Lt. Gov. Hutchison. It just
means she wasn’t there by our side fighting for the cause. She was a fan
in the stands.
As for Mortensen’s recent claim that Tarkanian has “screwed up
every winnanble election” and handed seats to Democrats, that’s either
intentionally disingenuous or demonstrates a decided lack of historical
knowledge and perspective.
The fact is, Tarkanian’s past general election losses were all in Democrat-majority districts against very tough, well-funded Democrat opponents. So he didn’t “hand” them anything; he stepped up to the plate, at
great sacrifice to him and his family, and tried to TAKE those seats.
For that he should be thanked, not thumped.
Look, I’m OK with the fact that a number of new Republican voters
see Michelle as a breath of fresh air and are supporting her. Wonderful.
Welcome to the fight. We’re happy you’ve finally joined us.
And Michelle, if she sticks with it and doesn’t burn too many bridges,
could have a bright future in conservative, Republican politics. This, unfortunately for her, just turned out to not be the right race at the right time.
In the meantime, her campaign should stop these undeserved personal
attacks and insults.
As William John Henry Boetcker put it way back in 1916, “You cannot
help little men by tearing down big men.”
In other words, leave this “loser” and “butch wife” talk in Slanker’s
dungeon where it belongs.
*****
Chuck Muth is president of Citizen Outreach, a non-profit public policy
grassroots advocacy organization and publisher of NevadaNewsandViews.
com. He may be reached by email at cmuth@lasvegastribune.com.

Democrats are getting
desperate as Mueller stalls
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By Michael Goodwin
New York Post
It’s not just Hillary Clinton who can’t quit
Russia. The whole Democratic Party keeps
going back to 2016.
In a move that reeks of desperation, the
DNC filed a civil suit Friday against President
Trump’s campaign, Russia and WikiLeaks,
alleging a vast (right wing!) conspiracy to
tip the election to Trump.
The suit’s flamboyant charges made headlines, but that only served to obscure the real
meaning. Namely, that top Dems are giving
up their fantasies that special counsel Robert Mueller will deliver them from political
purgatory by getting the goods on Trump.
The trashy suit is their way of trying to
keep impeachment and Russia, Russia, Russia alive for the midterms in case Mueller’s
probe comes up empty.
Truth be told, party leaders are right to be
disheartened by setbacks in the War against
Trump. For the second time, the president
was told he is not a target of Mueller, this
time by Rod Rosenstein, the deputy assistant
attorney general who created Mueller.
While Trump could still become a target,
the odds of that happening decline by the day.
The probe started in the summer of 2016
by the FBI, and was taken over by Mueller
nearly a year ago. Despite a large, secret
budget and a squad of seasoned gunners,
many of them Clinton supporters, Mueller
hasn’t produced any evidence of a crime by
the president.
If he had, Trump would be a target.
In a more reasonable era, Rosenstein
would blow the whistle and declare, “Time’s
up.” As I wrote two weeks ago, he or Mueller
should at least end the guessing game and tell
the public where the probe stands, where it is
going and when it’s going to get there.
To keep it going endlessly suggests Muel-

DNC Chairman Tom Perez
ler and Rosenstein have their jobs backwards. Justice Department finally seems to be getting
Instead of trying to find who committed a serious about misconduct by government
known crime, they put a target on Trump’s officials during the presidential campaign.
back and are going through his entire life
The news that Inspector General Michael
with a fine-tooth comb, determined to find Horowitz is probing whether former FBI
him guilty of something.
director James Comey mishandled classiThat’s why it was refreshing to hear Rudy fied information with memos he wrote and
Giuliani’s remarks when he signed on to the leaked is the second bombshell in two days.
president’s team. “I’m going to join the legal It follows the IG recommendation of crimiteam to try to bring this to a resolution,” Gi- nal prosecution against Comey’s former top
uliani said. “The country deserves it.”
deputy, Andrew McCabe, on charges that he
A Trump surrogate during the campaign, lied repeatedly to investigators.
Giuliani has known Mueller for many years.
These are not secondary issues. Getting
Before he became New York’s mayor in 1994, the truth of biased actions against Trump by
Giuliani was the Manhattan federal prosecu- law enforcement and intelligence agencies
tor and, before that, served as associate attor- in the Obama administration is as critical as
ney general under President Ronald Reagan. the Mueller investigation. To let Comey and
His goal of a settlement within weeks others get away with abusing their power
seems optimistic, but there is no denying for partisan purposes would further damage
that significant developments are tilting in public trust in law enforcement.
Comey, of course, is on a book tour that
Trump’s favor. Top among them is that the

has served a dual function: making him rich
while also making him less trustworthy to
both Democrats and Republicans. He and
McCabe are trading accusations of lying,
which is remarkable when you realize how
many ordinary Americans they prosecuted
for lying to them.
Comey is also attacking former Attorney
General Loretta Lynch, who responds by
accusing him of making up a conversation.
Mueller, if he’s the straight arrow he
purports to be, can’t be happy that his chief
witness against Trump is now the star of a
traveling clown show.
McCabe reportedly has a book deal of his
own, which suggests a new career path for
disgraced G-men. Dishonor the FBI — and
make a killing by bashing the president.
What a country.
Alas, the civil war among anti-Trumpers
doesn’t stop there. A New York Times reporter who covered the Clinton campaign with
kid gloves, Amy Chozick, has a book out in
which she accuses male members of the campaign of rampant sexism and harassment. She
also confesses to crying after Clinton lost.
In response, one of the Clinton “boys”
she accuses, Philippe Reines, says he’s going
to spill the beans about The Times’ lack of
ethics. He told a website “there are tapes” to
prove his points.
The crack-up on the left would be fun to
watch if the stakes weren’t so high. But as
long as Mueller is digging for any and all
dirt on Trump, the potential remains that the
government will be paralyzed. It would be
a tragedy if, say, the chance to denuclearize
North Korea were a casualty of Washington
dysfunction.
Yet until the probers give up the ghost
— or are ordered to stand down — America
will be haunted by the investigation that
won’t die.

The richest really pay majority of
personal income taxes in America

By Naomi Jagoda
The Hill
Last Tuesday marked the deadline for taxpayers to file their 2017
tax returns, the last time people
will file their returns under the old
tax code.
The agency expects to receive
about 155 million individual tax
returns this year, including extensions. The IRS said that through
April 6 it had processed 101 million
returns and issued more than $200
billion in refunds.
Policymakers will be looking
to see how this year’s filing season
compares to next year’s, when
tax returns will reflect most of
the changes Republicans made
to the tax code in a law passed in
December.
Here are five things to watch as
the filing season comes to a close.
How many people
will see refunds?
Typically, more than 70 percent
of taxpayers receive tax refunds.
As of April 6, more than 79 million
returns filed have claimed refunds,
with an average amount of more
than $2,800.
In January, the Treasury Department and the IRS issued new
guidance on tax withholding from
paychecks under the Republican tax
law. The agencies said the guidance
should result in about the same percentage of people receiving refunds
next year as have in the past.
However, Democrats are concerned that many people may get
smaller refunds than they expect, or
that some expecting to get refunds
will end up owing the IRS money
instead.
Several Democrats have questioned whether there was political
pressure on the IRS to design the
tables to withhold not enough
money so that people would see
larger paycheck increases ahead
of the midterm elections. Treasury

Secretary Steven Mnuchin has
flatly denied that any interference
occurred.
The Treasury Inspector General
for Tax Administration said in a
report rolled out Monday that the
IRS took “adequate steps” to create
the new withholding guidance. The
watchdog also said the calculator
the IRS developed to allow people
to check the accuracy of their withholding may suggest in certain circumstances that people have more
taxes withheld than is necessary.
How much tax revenue
will come in?
The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) said the federal government received almost $1.6 trillion
in individual income tax receipts for
fiscal 2017, which ended Sept. 30.
For fiscal 2018, the CBO estimates that individual income tax
revenue will increase by 3 percent.
The CBO’s 2018 figure includes
2017 taxes paid in fiscal 2018 as
well as federal income tax withheld
during the current fiscal year, so
the numbers partially reflect the
new law.
The CBO estimates that individ-

ual income taxes as a percentage of
gross domestic product (GDP) will
fall from 8.3 percent to 8.2 percent
from fiscal 2017 to fiscal 2018, as
a result of tax law changes.
The budget office estimates that
the ratio of individual income taxes
to GDP will increase to 9.8 percent
over a decade. Much of the increase
would occur after the new tax law’s
cuts for individuals expire, which
is set to happen at the end of 2025.
President Trump and congressional
Republicans have called for making
those tax cuts permanent as part of
a “phase two” of tax reform.
Are rich people paying
most of the taxes?
The Joint Committee on Taxation (JCT) has estimated that for
2017, those with income of at least
$200,000 will pay 70.7 percent of
all individual income taxes.
For the 2018 tax year, when
the new tax code is in effect, high
earners are projected to pay less in
taxes but will pay a greater share of
the total amount.
Those with income over
$200,000 will pay about 75.3 percent of all individual income taxes,

according to the committee.
The share of high earners’ income is also expected to increase
from 2017 to 2018 — from 35.2
percent to 36.4 percent — but isn’t
expected to increase by as much
as the share of taxes paid by high
earners.
Scott Greenberg, a senior analyst
at the right-leaning Tax Foundation,
said that by one measure, the tax
code would be more progressive
under the new law. A tax code is
considered progressive if people
pay a greater share of their income
in taxes as they go up the income
scale.
But Michael Linden, a fellow at
the left-leaning Roosevelt Institute,
said he wouldn’t consider the new
tax code to be more progressive
than the old one. He noted that the
committee’s tables didn’t take into
account any tax increases or spending cuts that Congress might enact
to pay for the tax cuts.
What percentage of people
will pay no income taxes?
The Tax Policy Center, a joint
project of the Urban Institute and
the Brookings Institution, estimated

in 2016 that for the 2017 tax year,
76.6 million households, or 43.9
percent, would have zero or negative income tax. Taxpayers can
have negative income tax if they
receive refundable tax credits such
as the earned income tax credit or
the child tax credit.
The group estimates that the
number of households that will
not have to pay any income taxes
will go up under the new tax law.
For 2018, 80.6 million households,
or 45.8 percent, will have zero or
negative income tax, the group
estimates.
Joseph Rosenberg, a senior research associate at the Tax Policy
Center, said the projected increase
in households with no income tax
is largely due to the new tax law’s
increases in the standard deduction
and child tax credit.
“The larger standard deduction,
as well as the child credit, will tend
to reduce liability for people close
to the zero point,” he said.
How has the IRS
been handling
taxpayers’ phone calls?
The IRS has seen an improvement in recent years in the percentage of callers seeking to talk
to an IRS representative who are
able to get one on the line. Acting
IRS Commissioner David Kautter
said the agency expects the level of
service to be about 80 percent for
this year’s filing season.
The level of service was 70 percent in the 2016 filing season and
75 percent in the 2017 filing season.
Taxpayers may have lots of
questions for the IRS next year,
when they file their taxes under the
new code for the first time. However, Trump’s proposed budget for
fiscal 2019, which starts Oct. 1,
calls for a reduction in funding for
taxpayer services.
This has drawn criticism from
lawmakers in both parties.

(Continued from Page 12)
measure lets add in the rest of the
criminals; Hillary and Bill Clinton,
Barack Hussein Obama, former
attorneys general Eric Holder and
Loretta Lynch, George Soros, and
a host of others of all political
persuasions.
McCabe, as has happened over
and over again in the past, is being
offered up by our worthless attorney general, Jeff Sessions, and his
minions at DOJ as the sacrificial
lamb who will be roasted as the
proverbial “Burning Man” to take

the heat away from these far bigger
criminals. In this regard, remember Scooter Libby, who took the
heat and was obviously indicted
and charged to keep the feds from
going after Karl Rove and Vice
President Cheney himself over the
Valerie Plame mess. The president
recognized this scam himself this
week when he did what former
President George W. Bush did not
have the integrity or guts to do:
finally pardoning Libby after he
had already unjustly served time in
federal prison.

It’s time that We the People stop
drinking the Kool-Aid from the
likes of Hannity on Fox News —
designed mostly to boost ratings.
Nothing will happen to either Mueller, Comey, the Clintons, Obama,
Soros or the rest of their wretched
lot until someone like yours truly
is appointed special counsel. And,
if this does not happen in the next
few weeks, then you have my word
that Freedom Watch and I will
again empanel citizens grand and
petit juries picked from neutral
voter rolls in conservative cities

like Ocala, Florida, and indict, try
and convict these criminals. And,
this time we will legally petition to
have these “elite criminals” arrested
and incarcerated once and for all.
The last several decades in
particular, spanning the Clinton,
Bush and Obama years, have taught
any rational and sane American to
understand that the establishment
elites and their yes men and women
on the federal bench — who they
put in power — will not mete out
justice against them. And while
watching this corrupt Kabuki the-

atre on Fox News, with young and
cocky inexperienced pundits like
Guy Benson may be amusing, We
the People can no longer be fooled.
Its time for action, real action! Join
and support our citizens’ army by
going to www.freedomwatchusa.
org.
*****
Larry Klayman is a former Justice Department prosecutor and
the founder of Judicial Watch and
Freedom Watch. His latest book is
“Whores: Why and How I Came to
Fight the Establishment.”

Klayman

Desire to ‘get Trump’ risks
death of our civil liberties
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By Alan Dershowitz
The Hill opinion contributor
Just as the first casualty of war
is truth, so too, the first casualty
of hyperpartisan politics is civil
liberties. Many traditional civil libertarians have allowed their strong
anti-Trump sentiments to erase
their long-standing commitment to
neutral civil liberties. They are so
desperate to get President Trump
that they are prepared to compromise the most basic due process
rights. They forget the lesson of
history that such compromises
made against one’s enemies are
often used as precedents against
one’s friends.
In the play and movie, “A Man
for all Seasons,” Robert Bolt wrote,
“When the last law was down, and
the devil turned round on you,
where would you hide, Roper, the
laws all being flat? This country’s
planted thick with laws from coast
to coast — man’s laws, not God’s
— and if you cut them down, and
you’re just the man to do it, do you
really think you could stand upright
in the winds that would blow then?
Yes, I’d give the devil benefit of
law, for my own safety’s sake.”
Today, fair-weather civil libertarians are unwilling to give President Trump, who they regard as
the devil, the “benefit of law” and
civil liberties. Consider the issue of
criticizing special counsel Robert
Mueller. Any criticism or even
skepticism regarding Mueller’s
history is seen as motivated by a
desire to help Trump.
Mueller was an assistant U.S.
attorney in Boston, the head of
its criminal division, then head of
the criminal division at the main
Justice Department and the FBI
director during the most scandalous
miscarriage of justice in the FBI’s

modern history. Four people were
framed by the FBI in order to protect murderous gangsters working
as FBI informers. An FBI agent,
who is now in prison, was tipping
off crime boss Whitey Bulger as
to who might testify against him
so that those individuals could be
killed.
Those tips later enabled Bulger
to escape and remain on the lam
for 16 years. What responsibility,
if any, did Mueller — who was in
key positions of authority and capable of preventing these horrible
miscarriages — have in this sordid
incident? No less a legal figure than
Judge Mark Wolf, a former prosecutor who conducted extensive
hearings about this entire mess,
made the following findings.
“The files relating to the Wheeler murder, and the FBI’s handling
of them, exemplify recurring irregularities with regard to the preparation, maintenance, and production
in this case of documents damaging
to [Stephen] Flemmi and Bulger.
First, there appears to be a pattern of
false statements placed in Flemmi’s
informant file to divert attention
from his possible crimes and/or FBI

By Jonathan Turley
The Hill opinion contributor
One day after the disclosure that
the Justice Department inspector
general has recommended criminal charges against former FBI
deputy director Andrew McCabe,
it has been confirmed that fired
FBI director James Comey is under
investigation by the same office for
leaking information to the media.
This disclosure followed the release
of the Comey memos, which seriously undermined both Comey and
his cadre of defenders. Four claims
by Comey are now clearly refuted,
and the memos reaffirm earlier
allegations of serious misconduct.
James Comey was a leaker
For more than a year, various
media experts have advanced dubious defenses for Comey, including
the obvious problem that the man
charged with investigating leaks
became a leaker himself when
as it suited him. Clearly, Comey
removed the memos and did not
allow for a predisclosure review of
the material. Moreover, the memos
were withheld by Comey’s surrogate, a Columbia University law
professor, who reportedly read the
information to the media.
If taking and disclosing memos
were perfectly proper, why the
surrogate and subterfuge? More
importantly, Comey did not disclose the memos to Congress or

hold copies for investigators. If
Comey was not a leaker, then any
fired FBI agent could do the same
with nonpublic investigatory material. If the inspector general agreed
with that position, then federal laws
governing FBI material would
become entirely discretionary and
meaningless.
The memos were
FBI material
Various media experts and journalists also defended Comey by
portraying the memos as essentially
diary entries. When I argued that the
memos clearly were FBI material
subject to limits on removal and
disclosure, the response was disbelief. Legal expert and former FBI
special agent Asha Rangappa said
that these constituted “personal recollections,” and CNN legal expert
and Brookings Institution fellow
Susan Hennessey wrote, “It’s hard
to even understand the argument for
how Jim Comey’s memory about
his conversation with the president
qualifies as a record, even if he
jotted it down while in his office.”
The plain fact, then and now,
is that it’s hard to understand that
it would be anything other than a
record under federal rules. These
were memos prepared on an FBI
computer, in the course of an FBI
investigation. All FBI agents sign
a statement affirming that “all
information acquired by me in

misconduct…”
“Second, contrary to the FBI’s
usual policy and practice, all but
one of the reports containing …
allegations against Bulger and
Flemmi were not indexed and
placed in an investigative file referencing their names. Thus, those
documents were not discoverable
by a standard search of the FBI’s
indices … Third, when documents
damaging to the FBI were found
by the Bureau, they were in some
instances not produced to the defendants or the court at the time
required by the court’s orders…”
Judge Wolf also made a finding
that references what Mueller may
have known:
“The source also claimed to have
information that Bulger and Pat Nee
had murdered Halloran and Bucky
Barrett. The source subsequently
said that there was an eyewitness
to the Halloran shooting who might
come forward, and elaborated that:
‘there is a person named John, who
claims he talked to Whitey and
Nee as they sat in the car waiting
for Halloran on Northern Avenue.
He sits in a bar and talks about
it. He saw the whole operation.’

The source added that the person
providing the information to the
source ‘will be willing to talk to you
(authorities) soon.’ On February 3,
1988, Weld directed Keeney to have
the information that he had received
sent to the United States Attorney
in Boston, Frank McNamara, and to
the Strike Force Chief, O’Sullivan.
Weld added that: ‘Both O’Sullivan
and [Assistant United States Attorney] Bob Mueller are well aware
of the history, and the information
sounds good.’ ”
It is widely believed among
Boston law enforcement observers
that the FBI was not really looking
for Bulger during the years that
Mueller was its director and that
the FBI was fearful about what
Bulger would disclose about his
relationship with agents over the
years. It took a member of the U.S.
Marshals office to find Bulger, who
was hiding in plain view in Santa
Monica, California.
Much of this and other details
surrounding the scandal have been
reported by Fox News and in other
media accounts. Recently, Nancy
Gertner, a former federal judge and
civil libertarian, rushed to Mueller’s defense in a New York Times
opinion column, declaring “without
equivocation” that Mueller had
“no involvement” in the massive
miscarriage of justice. Her evidence
is the lack of evidence in the files.
Yet, no civil libertarian should
place such great trust in government
files, especially in light of Judge
Wolf’s findings. They should join
my call for an objective investigation by the Justice Department’s
inspector general before they assure
the public “without equivocation”
that Mueller had absolutely “no
involvement.”
But the “get Trump at any cost”

partisans have rejected my call for
an investigation, out of fear that
it may turn up information that
might tarnish the image of the special counsel who is investigating
Trump. Instead they criticize those
of us who point out that Mueller
was “at the center” of the Justice
Department and FBI when this
miscarriage of justice occurred.
All civil libertarians should want
the truth about this sordid episode
— and Mueller’s possible role —
regardless of its impact, if any, on
the Trump investigation. Mueller,
too, should welcome an objective
investigation, which might eliminate any question about his role in
this travesty. Yet, as I have written
previously, for too many former
civil libertarians the hope of getting
Trump trumps civil liberties.
It is ironic to see many
right-wingers criticizing overreach
by law enforcement, while many
left-wingers now defend such overreaching. Hypocrisy and selective
outrage abounds, as neutral principles take a back seat. Conservatives
used to say “a conservative is a
liberal who has been mugged.” I
would respond that “a liberal is a
conservative who is being audited
or whose kid was busted for pot.”
Today, a civil libertarian is a
conservative whose candidate is
being investigated, while a “law
and order” type is a liberal who
wants to see Trump charged or impeached. I am a liberal who voted
against Trump but who insists that
his civil liberties must be respected,
for all of our sakes.
Alan M. Dershowitz is the Felix Frankfurter Professor of Law,
Emeritus, at Harvard Law School.
You can follow him on Twitter @
AlanDersh and on Facebook @
AlanMDershowitz.

Christopher Wray has confirmed
these were FBI documents. While
Comey continues to maintain these
were personal papers, it is demonstrably untrue on the face of the
memos themselves.
There was no need to leak
In past columns, I have questioned Comey’s claim that he had
to remove and leak the memos in
the public interest. When Comey
took the memos, he knew he was
certain to be called before Congress within weeks. He simply
could have told Congress about
the memos, or even given copies to
one of the intelligence committees.
More importantly, he knew copies
already were in the hands of other
FBI officials and were certain to be
reviewed by investigators.

Instead, Comey removed seven
memos and gave four to his friend,
Columbia University law professor
Daniel Richman, to leak information to the media. If the memos
already were in the hands of other
FBI officials, including McCabe,
then why leak them? It would not
assist the investigation. To the contrary, by disclosing the information,
Comey alerted President Trump to
the record of their conversations,
making it less likely that Trump
would contradict such a record.
Why? The reason is obvious: It
benefitted Comey. He was able to
control the media narrative after
his firing and shifted the focus to
Trump’s conduct rather than his
own. The inspector general recently
concluded McCabe leaked information for his personal interest, not
that of the public. It’s difficult to
envision how the inspector general
could come to any other conclusion
about Comey’s leak.
The memos were classified
The memos clearly reveal that
Comey was aware they likely contained classified information. Comey wrote in a Jan. 7, 2017, memo
that “I am unsure of the proper classification so I have chosen secret.”
He then left it to his staff to correct
that classification. As director,
Comey had authority to determine
what was classified, although he
(See Turley, Page 16)

‘Ethical’ James Comey is under
investigation for Unethical Acts

Mace

(Continued from Page 12)
human beings — most notably, moral pride
and spiritual pride, which can lead to the
sin of self-righteousness. And in “A Higher
Loyalty,” Comey provides an inventory of
his own flaws, writing that he can be “stubborn, prideful, overconfident and driven by
ego.” I would describe him as sometimes
sanctimonious.
Those characteristics can sometimes be
seen in Comey’s account of his handling
of the Hillary Clinton email investigation,
wherein he seems to have felt a moral imperative to address, in a July 2016 press conference, what he described as her “extremely
careless” handling of “very sensitive, highly
classified information,” even though he went
on to conclude that the bureau recommend no
charges be filed against her.
His announcement marked a departure
from precedent in that it was done without
coordination with Department of Justice
leadership and offered more detail about

connection with my official duties
with the FBI and all official material to which I have access remain
the property of the United States of
America” and that an agent “will
not reveal, by any means, any information or material from or related
to FBI files or any other information
acquired by virtue of my official
employment to any unauthorized
recipient without prior official
written authorization by the FBI.”
The memos themselves now
confirm their obvious status. These
were not memos “to the file” or to
Comey himself. He wrote them to
the FBI as part of the investigation,
specifically addressing the disclosures to McCabe, FBI general
counsel James Baker and chief of
staff James Rybicki. FBI director

the bureau’s evaluation of the case than
usual.
Discloser’s remorse?
As for his controversial disclosure on Oct.
28, 2016, 11 days before the election, that the
FBI was reviewing more Clinton emails that
might be pertinent to its earlier investigation,
Comey notes here that he had assumed from
media polling that Clinton was going to win.
He has repeatedly asked himself, he writes,
whether he was influenced by that assumption: “It is entirely possible that, because I
was making decisions in an environment
where Hillary Clinton was sure to be the
next president, my concern about making her
an illegitimate president by concealing the
restarted investigation bore greater weight
than it would have if the election appeared
closer or if Donald Trump were ahead in all
polls. But I don’t know.”
He adds that he hopes “very much that
what we did — what I did — wasn’t a deciding factor in the election.” In testimony

before the Senate Judiciary Committee on
May 3, 2017, Comey stated that the very idea
that his decisions might have had an impact
on the outcome of the presidential race left
him feeling “mildly nauseous” — or, as one
of his grammatically minded daughters corrected him, “nauseated.” I personally am a
member of the grammar police!
Trump was reportedly infuriated by
Comey’s “nauseous” remark; less than a
week later he fired the FBI director — an act
regarded by some legal scholars as possible
evidence of obstruction of justice, and that
quickly led to the appointment of the special
counsel Robert Mueller and an even bigger
cloud over the White House.
If they both hate me,
I must have been fair.
It’s ironic that Comey, who wanted to
shield the FBI from politics, should have
ended up putting the bureau in the midst of
the 2016 election firestorm; just as it’s ironic
(and oddly fitting) that a civil servant who

has prided himself on being apolitical and
independent should find himself reviled by
both Trump and Clinton, and thrust into the
center of another tipping point in history.
They are ironies that would have been
appreciated by Comey’s hero. Niebuhr, who
wrote as much about the limits, contingencies
and unforeseen consequences of human decision-making as he did about the dangers of
moral complacency and about the necessity
of entering the political arena to try to make
a difference.
I believe this is an important book. I know
that Trump doesn’t like it. He loathes “leakers
and liars” But time will tell who was right.
*****
For more information regarding Nevada
laws, or if you feel your rights have been
violated, please call Mace Yampolsky & Associates. Call or text us at (702) 385-9777.
We are available 24/7 for emergencies. If you
need help, CALL NOW before it is too late.
We can help!

FBI a house of lies in Comey era
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By Jonathan Turley
The Hill opinion contributor
With former FBI director James
Comey reportedly considering a
movie deal, events are undermining his narrative by the day, even
for a reduced version of “A Few
Good Men.” The man Comey
described as a “good man,” his
former top aide Andrew McCabe,
was just referred by the Justice
Department’s inspector general for
criminal charges. Comey now says
“Good people lie. I think I’m a good
person, where I have lied.” That is
not exactly the stuff of Tom Cruise
yelling, “I want the truth!”
The truth is that Comey and
McCabe repeatedly have criticized
President Trump for degrading the
FBI, but this week has changed
their comments from pointed hyperbole to pathetic hypocrisy. Both
men have now done profound harm
to the FBI’s integrity and legacy.
McCabe became the first acting
FBI director to be fired on the
recommendation of career Justice
Department investigators.
For his part, Comey became
the first FBI director in history to
rush a tell-all book to print. While
former FBI director Louis Freeh
later wrote about his career, it was
not a detailed account of an ongoing investigation where he was
not only the head but now a key
witness. Comey not only apparently
declined to confer with special
counsel Robert Mueller about the
book’s timing, but he went on to
reference both disclosed and undisclosed evidence in it.
Weeks ago, I wrote a column
asking why McCabe has not been

charged with false statements under
18 U.S.C. 1001 following reports
that he lied multiple times about
leaking information to the media.
After all, the special counsel has
handed out such charges like candy
to targets in the Russian investigation, including former Trump
national security adviser Michael
Flynn, Trump campaign adviser
George Papadopoulos, Trump
campaign deputy chairman Rick
Gates, and Dutch attorney Alex van
der Zwaan, an associate of Trump
campaign chairman Paul Manafort.
Ironically, McCabe’s position
may have been undermined by the
man he once helped to investigate,
Michael Flynn, who was indicted
and pleaded guilty to a single false
statement in denying that sanctions
were discussed with Russian diplomats during the presidential transition. There was nothing unlawful
or particularly unusual in such a
meeting for an incoming national
security adviser. Moreover, investigators working under Comey and

McCabe reportedly concluded that
Flynn was not intentionally trying
to mislead them, but Mueller indicted Flynn anyway. After exhausting
his savings and selling his house,
Flynn agreed to plead guilty.
Unlike the charge against Flynn
for lying once about a discussion
that would not have been illegal,
McCabe was found to have lied
not once but four times about an
alleged improper leak. Unlike many
in the media, the inspector general
clearly does not see the difference
between these cases and clearly is
bothered by the glaring contrast in
treatment. Moreover, the inspector
general found that McCabe leaked
the information solely for his
personal interest, not the public’s
interest. McCabe even tried to use a
defense that his colleagues rejected
for Flynn: He reportedly said he
was “confused and distracted” on
those four different occasions.
Undermining McCabe further
is a public feud with Comey, his
former boss. McCabe has claimed

AL ZDENEK
“Successful relationships require open communication and
trust, but there are some conversations that are harder to have than
others,” says Al Zdenek, (www.
AlZdenek.com), the author of the

book Master Your Cash Flow: The
Key To Grow And Retain Wealth
and of the upcoming book Master
Your Cash Flow: The Key To Grow
A Valuable Business.
“One of the most difficult ones
is about money. It’s serious and can
be daunting, but it doesn’t have to
be difficult or scary.”
Zdenek gives three tips to couples on making a healthy, organized
discussion about money a consistent part of their marriage:
—Planning the talk. This is the
first step and it’s an important one.
“Find a time when you can both talk
without distractions — no phones,
TV, or kids,” Zdenek says. “It’s also
a good idea to have these meetings
monthly, or at least quarterly, to
ensure you’re on the same page.”
—Discussing the hard numbers. You both should be prepared
to discuss your budget as well as

Comey was aware of his leaking
the information, while Comey has
denied that. After the release of
the inspector general report, things
went from chilly to positively
glacial between them. This week,
Comey declared he not only had no
knowledge of McCabe’s misconduct but that he personally asked
for the investigation to discover the
source of the leaked information.
He then called McCabe a liar, in
that inimical Comey style of first
saying McCabe is a “good person”
but that the “inspector general
found he lied.” The criminal referral
could now lead to the bizarre scene
of Comey testifying against McCabe. Since Comey has previously
testified under oath that he never
leaked or approved of a leak, that
would be a brutal cross-examination between two self-proclaimed
“good men.”
McCabe’s attorney, Michael
Bromwich, already has indicated
there might not be room for two
“good men” in this drama. He
blasted the career officials in the
inspector general’s office and insisted that people should “credit
Mr. McCabe’s account over Director Comey’s.” He objected that
Comey was less “credible” in his
account and complained that the
report “paints Director Comey as a
white knight carefully guarding FBI
information.” Bromwich also has
been making Michael Cohen-like
threats of suing everyone, from
members of Congress on down, for
defamation.
McCabe moved quickly to raise
his fortunes before his reputation
fell. First, he seemingly did not

dispute the false narrative, widely
reported in the media, that he “lost
his pension” by being fired just
hours before his retirement. In
truth, his pension “vested” after
five years, and he has roughly $2
million in pension benefits. What
was potentially lost was payments
under a special pension for law
officers who retire early.
Many people seemed to believe
McCabe was left destitute and
donated to a GoFundMe page — a
mind-boggling step for a former
deputy director of the FBI — to
raise money for his legal representation. Its target was repeatedly
increased until reportedly raising
more than $500,000. Unlike his
donors, McCabe knew what the
Justice Department investigated
and what the inspector general was
likely to conclude. He shut down
the fundraising page not long before
the inspector general made public
its report accusing him of lying
repeatedly and before Comey, too,
publicly declared him to be a liar.
The case now goes to the U.S. attorney in the District of Columbia,
who will have an inspector general
report and former FBI director both
saying the McCabe lied repeatedly.
McCabe may have real need for that
defense fund. Of course, some of
those donors may be forgiven for
now wondering if they were taken
by a bait-and-switch campaign
where an alleged penniless victim
turns out to be the putative culprit.
Jonathan Turley is the Shapiro
Professor of Public Interest Law
at George Washington University.
You can follow him on Twitter @
JonathanTurley.

plans for savings and retirement. In
a 2017 MagnifyMoney Divorce and
Debt survey, 70 percent of respondents who said their divorce was
due to money issues also said they
didn’t stick to a budget during the
marriage. “Bring notes about how
your family has handled money in
the past and how you would follow
or change those steps,” Zdenek
says. “Is it best to have joint bank
accounts or single? Now is also the
time to talk about financial goals
and dreams, and to see how together you can make them come true.”
—Remember, it’s ‘We,’ not
‘I.’ It’s no longer just about you
since you’re building your lives
together. “It should also be noted
that empathy will help with these
conversations,” Zdenek says. “Try
to understand where your partner is

coming from, especially if you have
different spending habits. It’s also
important to listen to qualms your
partner may have.”
“It’s important to remember that
old saying: ‘No one is perfect,’”
Zdenek says. “Both of you are
going to make financial errors. Be
forgiving and understanding. And
then try to figure ways to prevent
it from happening again.”
*****
An author, speaker, and thought
leader, Al Zdenek (www.AlZdenek.
com) is executive vice president
at Mercer Advisors. A leader in
the wealth management industry
for over 30 years, he is a personal
financial specialist, certified public
accountant and former president,
CEO and founder of Traust Sollus
Wealth Management.

(Continued from Page 15)
leaked the FBI documents after
he was fired. It turns out that four
memos, including two given to his
friend to leak to the media, were
later found to be classified.
So Comey was no longer director when he removed the memos
from the FBI without review. He
then gave four memos, including
classified ones, to an uncleared
individual specifically to leak to the
media. Among other people prosecuted for such conduct, former FBI
agent Terry Albury is now looking
at a sentence of four to five years in
prison in an unrelated case.
In his new book, Comey writes,
“Ethical leaders choose a higher
loyalty … over their own personal
gain.” Yet, he opted for personal
advantage in the leaking of his
memos. He also rushed his book to

print, even though the investigation
he once headed is ongoing and he
is a key witness. Even more remarkably, he never conferred with
special counsel Robert Mueller,
if nothing else as a courtesy, and
especially since Comey’s public
references to both disclosed and
undisclosed evidence is obviously
not beneficial to that investigation.
Comey insists he wrote his book
because he believes the country
desperately needs “ethical leadership” — his, apparently — and
that ethical leaders “don’t hide from
uncomfortable questions.” If true,
Comey will be a busy man when
the inspector general comes calling.
Jonathan Turley is the Shapiro
Professor of Public Interest Law
at George Washington University.
You can follow him on Twitter @
JonathanTurley.

wear hoodies — and/or sunglasses
— when entering an establishment
to order fast food or coffee or get
some information or such. And who
wouldn’t feel safer if that person
took off the sunglasses and maybe
pushed back the hoodie a little,
allowing their face to be seen by
the security camera, allowing them
to be identified, and lowering the
risk that someone might think they
were about to commit a crime, and
jumping to the conclusion that they
need to call the police.
We all know that what is perceived as “loitering” is not necessarily what it seems, and that headgear and eyegear (and color) do not
a criminal make. But considering
that Black parents do seem to have
a tougher job in raising children,
as Michael Harriot brought out in
his article published in The Root
(whether or not the examples given
to support his contention were 100
percent accurate according to those
who viewed things differently), I
think those parents might also need
to teach their children the common

sense of how to not look suspicious.
And by the way, that applies to
everyone.
So while I do believe that many
Black men (make that some Black
men) never learned how not to
attract the attention of police or
cause trouble by their own actions, we can all learn how not to
contribute to our own problems or
escalate non-problem situations
into something way out of control
by practicing common sense and
looking at our own behavior as
others might see it.
We want solutions, not more
suspicion and more police intervention and more problems. Let’s
all be advised that we can usually
be in control of how we appear to
others, but not of what others do in
response to how they perceive us.
*****
Maramis Choufani is the Managing Editor of the Las Vegas
Tribune. She writes a weekly column in this newspaper. To contact
Maramis, email her at maramis@
lasvegastribune.com.

Three ways for couples to discuss money without getting divorced
By Al Zdenek
Numerous studies point to money as one of the leading causes of
divorce. From different spending
habits and financial goals to one
spouse earning considerably more
income than the other, money can
be a polarizing issue in a marriage,
straining it to the breaking point.
Money problems within a marriage can spiral out of control
when one spouse or both establish
detrimental financial habits, such
as overspending, increasing debt,
and poor priorities. Things worsen
when these spending behaviors occur without the other’s knowledge.
Thus, communication, financial advisors say, is a key component to a
couple keeping their financial house
— and perhaps their marriage — in
order. And ideally, the couple will
have honest and thorough money
conversations on a consistent basis.

Viasmensky

(Continued from Page 11)
of asylum. They are creating confusion among those
people who totally ignore the definition of political
asylum. In order to be considered for political asylum
they need to show with veracity that they might be
badly treated in their own country because of their
religion, political opinions, and membership of a particular group or sexual orientation. Political asylum is
not for economic or social reasons.
What really amazes me is the bad memory of the
majority of the people who are trying to go against
every decision made by President Trump. Many are
taking the decision of the Army National Guard protecting our borders out of context.
In June 2006 President George W. Bush deployed
6,000 National Guard troops — called Operation Jump
Start — to California, Arizona, New Mexico and Texas.
The cost of that operation was $1.2 billion.
In 2010 President Obama ordered the deployment of
some 1,200 troops to the U.S.-Mexico border in what
was called Operation Phalanx. The first year alone cost

Maramis

(Continued from Page 11)
to be served. (Yet I’ll bet the more
humane establishments would be
willing to make exceptions in an
emergency, or if the situation warranted it. Use your imagination as
to what those situations might be.)
I have often said that I believe
most problems start with a misunderstanding. I have seen and heard
of people holding grudges for years
over a false belief that the person
who is the “recipient” of the grudge
had hurt them in some way when
what they have been believing is
absolutely false. Marriages break
up, businesses fail, friendships
are broken, the innocent are sent
to prison.
If an establishment has a policy
that would not automatically be assumed (no fighting, no excessively
loud noise, no using weapons, etc.
would all be assumed), it would
behoove that establishment to post
the policy where everyone can see
it — perhaps on the entrance door.
True, most people would assume
that entering a Starbucks and sitting

$110 million. It was then extended from boots on the
ground to aerial surveillance.
It has been several years since that happened but I
don’t remember people making such a big to-do when
Presidents Bush and Obama deployed the National
Guard to the Mexican border.
All those opposing President Trump need to think
of all those people requesting political asylum; the
minute they receive some type of status the first thing
they do is go back to their own country, the very same
country where they claimed to be persecuted — just
to obtain such an asylum.
When it is true that you fear for your life in your
country of origin, you cannot go back, regardless of
your love for the country or whomever you left behind.
*****
Perly Viasmensky is the General Manager of the
Las Vegas Tribune. She writes a weekly column in this
newspaper. To contact Perly Viasmensky, email her at
pviasmensky@lasvegas tribune.com.

down for more than a few minutes
would likely make the employees
and definitely the management
wonder if the parties were loitering
with the intention to lurk (some version of a crime), and if there might
be trouble to come. I would imagine
that it shouldn’t matter what color
the suspected loiterers were. But
whatever happened to the age-old
custom of asking questions to find
out why someone is there? Questions such as, “Are you waiting
for someone?” or “Will you be ordering soon?” I imagine that those
questions would have solved the
“mystery” of what those two men
were doing there without having to
bring in the police and make it into
a whole big thing.
People might believe that if a
Black man were sitting and not ordering, and a White man was doing
the same, that — based on statistics,
items in the news, and percentages
of arrests and incarcerations compared to those of other races — it
is more likely the Black man would
be the one “looking for trouble,”

especially if he looks “suspicious.”
What does “suspicious” mean? you
might ask. Loitering, when the
reason for one’s being there is not
readily apparent. (That’s why asking questions is always a preferred
solution to calling the cops. And
if no questions are asked, offering
your reason to someone seems like
a good idea.) And wearing a black
(or any) hoodie — which tends to
hide the face of the wearer somewhat — also increases “suspicion.”
(And what reason might one have
for hiding one’s identity from security cameras or from anyone in the
establishment? The hoodie-wearer
might be about to commit a crime.)
Wouldn’t a person of any color
rather be safe than sorry?
It seems a normal thing, in
today’s world, to feel a little uncomfortable if, for example, a
person wearing a hoodie comes
into your establishment and doesn’t
make the reason clear by ordering
something or asking for something.
Whites, and even females and senior citizens have been known to

Turley
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“Menopause, the Musical” show Producer Kathi Glist from Harrahs.

Sandy Zimmerman’s interview with the
producer of “Menopause, the Musical”
By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by Sandy Zimmerman
and Menopause, the Musical
Whenever I see a special show
where the audience are truly happy
as they dance around the theater, I
want to make sure everyone knows
about “Menopause, the Musical!
How can they produce a show
about menopause, a medical condition? Maybe we will be seeing
shows about gall bladder and kidneys soon. After 12 years, “Menopause, the Musical” is the longest
running musical in Las Vegas.
Each of the 4-member cast portrays a different comedic character
and type of woman, while they all
demonstrate with songs and dances
that menopause is universal for
every woman.
Soap Star Jacquelyn Holland-Wright adds sparkle and
glamour to the show!
The Iowa Housewife Lori Legacy, was a sweet although naive lady
until she met these women. She is
similar to Betty White’s character
in the “Golden Girls” and even
looks like her.
The Professional woman Lisa
Mack offers an impressive dynamic
performance.
Earth mother Vita Corimbi
combines the natural unsophisticated look of a woman who cares
for others.
All of the energy and enthusiasm
in the musical numbers overflows
into the audience who suddenly
sing the songs along with the cast.
This lasts throughout the show until the cast invites members of the
audience to join them and dance on
the stage. The effect is immediate

and the whole audience dances
around the aisles.
Interview with Kathi Glist,
G4productions, the producer
of “Menopause, The Musical”
at Harrahs
Since there are only two female
show producers in Las Vegas, Kathi
has joined the exclusive short list of
female show producers with Jennifer Romas as the star/producer of
“SEXXY” at the Westgate.
Kathi feels, “Being a female
producer is a perfect fit for a show

The cast invites the audience to dance with them on the stage!
about menopause. This show speaks guys are not going to do it, I’ll do
to the audience in many ways.
it alone.’ I realized things could go
“It’s funny, enlightening, em- either way for women at this time
powering, and, for some women of their life. Women could either
going through this juncture in their feel, ‘The best of my life is behind
life, the show helps change their me’ or ‘The best of my life is ahead
mind about how they feel about of me, one more chance to grab at
themselves.
that brass ring.’
“I found this show 17 years
“One man said, ‘This show
ago in a small theater in Orlando, should be mandatory workshop
Florida and knew it was a story that for men.’
had to be told.
“Cindy Williams former co-star
“I saw this show with my hus- of Laverne and Shirley will be with
band and partners and said, ‘If you us soon,” Kathi concluded.

The cast of “Menopause, The Musical” at Harrahs.

“Menopause, The Musical”
appears every night at 6:30 p.m.,
show starts at 7:30 p.m., with an
added 4 p.m. show on Saturday in
the Cabaret, at Harrah’s Las Vegas.
Award-winning syndicated columnist/talk show host Sandy Zimmerman is a Show and Dining
reviewer as well as travel, health,
and luxury living. For information,
questions, or to recommend subjects, please call (702) 515-0846
or email sandyzimm2003@yahoo.
com.
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mesan cream and fresh fruit
·Sicilian Omelette: Ham, bacon, sausage, caramelized onions,
roasted tomatoes, Mozzarella,
brunch potatoes
·Ham & Biscuit Benedict:
Poached cage-free eggs, ham, biscuit, grilled asparagus, hollandaise,
brunch potatoes
·Berries & Cream French
Toast: Cream cheese stuffed, bacon
·Shrimp & Grits: Black pepper
shrimp, creamy smoked Gouda
polenta, poached cage-free eggs,
ciabatta
·Center Cut Filet: 9 oz. filet,
roasted vegetables, Yukon Gold
mashed potatoes
·Gorgonzola Crusted Lamb
Chops: New Zealand raised, grilled
asparagus, mashed potatoes, mushroom Marsala sauce
· Surf & Turf: 6 oz. filet, broiled
lobster tail, Yukon Gold mashed
potatoes, roasted vegetables

By Mike Kermani
Las Vegas Tribune
July 21st from 7 to 9 p.m.,
Meet and Greet in Las Vegas with
Chucky Currie — World Champion
Martial Artist and Actor. Starred in
“Oceans 11,” “Enter the Tiger” and
many other major movies!!!
Mario Gambino is hosting this
event along with other events in
Green Bay and Chicago. Mario
has a new book he is also releasing
called “Casino-The Sequel” at the
Mob Museum in Las Vegas later
this year.
TICKETS: Meet and Greet Rock
Stars and Celebrities! Tickets 1063
Currie St Marinette, WI. 54143;
For all purchase meet and greet
tickets around the us, see Facebook
events page.
*****

FLEMING’S MOTHER’S DAY
3-COURSE BRUNCH
When Mom said “Make good
choices!” ...this is what she meant.
This Mother’s Day, May 13th,
treat her to a three-course brunch,
starting at 10AM. Our Passion
Fruit Mimosa pairs perfectly with
our Signature Eggs Benedict and
thanking Mom for everything she’s
ever done for you.
What Mom wants, Mom gets!
Our full dinner menu will be available all day, so she can enjoy any
of her Fleming’s favorites.
Mother’s Day brunch is available Sunday, May 13, 2018 until
3pm. Full dinner menu available all
day. Excludes tax, gratuity, cocktails and wine. Fleming’s abides by
all state and local liquor laws. Prices, menu items, and participation
may vary due to local selections.
*****
TAKE MOM ON A SAIL
DOWN MEMORY LANE WITH
A YACHT ROCKIN’ BRUNCH
AT HARD ROCK CAFE
THIS MOTHER’S DAY
All aboard this Mother’s Day at
Hard Rock Cafe Las Vegas Strip
where Moms can enjoy a delicious
brunch set to a nostalgic soundtrack
that will sail her away into paradise.
Along with an amazing view of the
famed Las Vegas Strip, all moms
will enjoy this special themed
brunch with a live yacht rock band
and a beautiful breakfast buffet of
early bird classics including Belgian waffles with fresh berries and

maple syrup and warm biscuits and
sausage gravy as well as bottomless
mimosas for just $50 per person.
Moms are also encouraged to
channel their inner sea captain and
come dressed in their finest resort
wear to compliment this fun brunch
excursion. Tickets to the Yacht
Rockin’ Mother’s Day Brunch can
be purchased at www.ticketweb.
com or by calling 702-650-8590.
Sunday, May 13, 10:30 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m., Hard Rock Cafe
Las Vegas Strip, 3771 Las Vegas
Blvd. So.
*****

THE GREEN’S MARCHING
ORDERS ALBUM DEBUTS
AT #1 ON BILLBOARD
REGGAE CHART
Wednesday, May 23rd, Doors:
7:00 p.m./ Show: 8:00 p.m., The
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino, 4455
Paradise Road, Tickets: $20 - $75.
The Green’s Marching Orders
has impressively debuted at #1 on
the Billboard Reggae Chart and
reached another charting milestone
as the album hit #15 on Billboard’s
Independent Release and # 62 on
Billboard’s Top 200 Sales Chart.
Marching Orders (released on October 20, 2017 via longtime label
partner Easy Star Records) is the
band’s fourth studio album and
their third album to claim the #1
spot on the Billboard Reggae Chart
and their highest charting album on
the Top 200.
*****
BRIO AND BRAVO
MOTHER’S DAY MENUS

BRIO
·Frittata Al Forno: Eggs, angel
hair, bacon, caramelized onions,
spinach, artichokes, Asiago, Par-

BRAVO
·Bread Pudding French Toast:
Crème anglaise, candied pecans,
caramel sauce, mascarpone cream
·Eggs, Home Fries + Bacon:
Scrambled eggs, applewood bacon,
brunch potatoes, brioche toast
·Filet Mignon: 6 oz., mashed
potatoes, seasonal vegetables
·BRAVO’s Grilled Pork Chop
(single or double): Glazed, mashed
potatoes, seasonal vegetables
·Prosciutto Frittata: Fontina
cheese, asparagus, reggiano, field
greens salad
·Sicilian Ouellette: Cherrywood smoked ham, bacon, sweet
Italian sausage, tomato compote,
caramelized onions, mozzarella,
brunch potatoes
·New York Strip: 14 oz., mashed
potatoes, seasonal vegetables
·Parmesan-Crusted Beef Medallions: sweet potato, bacon
& crispy fingerling hash, grilled
asparagus
*****

SUGARLAND AT THE
MANDALAY BAY
Sugarland — The Grammy
award-winning duo will be heading
out on their first tour in 5 years this
summer, and will be coming to Las
Vegas on Saturday (June 16th) to
play Mandalay Bay.
This past week, the band an-

nounced their new album “Bigger”
which will be coming out on June
8th. Check out their new single
“Still The Same.” https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=cIQKKzZtWwQ
Sugarland has sold nearly 10
million albums, earned seven No.
1 singles, and received Grammy,
CMA, and ACM awards.
*****

USA TODAY NETWORK
ANNOUNCES 2018 WINE &
FOOD EXPERIENCE TOUR
FEATURING MARTHA
STEWART 12-CITY TOUR
12-City #WFE Tour. Additional
Wine & Food Experience cities are
New York, Sept. 8; Detroit, Sept.
15; Milwaukee, Sept 22; Indianapolis, Sept. 29; Las Vegas, Oct. 13;
Louisville, Oct. 20; Naples, Fla.,
Oct 27; Phoenix/Scottsdale, Nov.
3 & 4; Ventura County, Nov. 10;
Chicago, Nov. 17; and Los Angeles,
Dec. 1.
“Across the nation, we have
firsthand experience bringing together culinary fans with the best
epicurean artisans of today,” said
Andy Yost, chief marketing officer,
USA TODAY NETWORK. “Not
only do we bring together fans with
culinary experts, but these experiences serve as important venues to
engage consumers with our valued
sponsor brands. From our Grand
Tasting experience to our partnership with Martha Stewart, we are
bringing forward terrific wine and
food experts to create memorable
experiences for all.”
Additional Special Guest
Chefs. Renowned chefs such as
Bravo TV’s Top Chef star, Graham
Elliot, and Food Network TV’s
Choppedregular, Scott Conant,
among others, also will be special
guests during the 2018 Wine &
Food Experience series, along with
numerous regional culinary leaders
along the tour.
Wine & Food Experience is
unique because of its links to the

robust local-to-national reach of
USA TODAY NETWORK’s more
than 120 million unique monthly
consumers. A national Wine &
Food Experience promotional
campaign kicks off in April across
the country.
Grand Tasting. Central to
each Wine & Food Experience
is the Grand Tasting, a vast food
and drink tasting experience with
chefs, gourmet personalities and
restaurateurs in highly branded
booth settings where guests can get
up close and personal with culinary
personalities while sipping wine,
craft beer and spirits and enjoying
special recipes. Grand Tasting
experiences also include cooking
demonstrations, tasting seminars
and celebrity special guest chefs
such as Stewart, Elliot, Conant and
others to be announced.
Creative Wine & Food Displays. Each tour stop also features
inventive sponsored elements to
enjoy, such as the Kroger Tasting
Trail in Louisville and Kroger VIP
Lounge in Indianapolis; La Croix
‘selfie garden experience’ in Naples
and Scottsdale; AJ’s Fine Foods
Gourmet VIP Lounge in Scottsdale;
Mission Avocado Lifestyle Lounge
in Ventura County; among others.
The USA TODAY NETWORK
Wine & Food Experience eightmonth campaign enables sponsors
to engage consumers through
online and print advertising, social
media and traffic-builder programs.
Onsite, the national event series
seamlessly integrates sponsor installations and interactive showcases for nearly every brand category
such as automotive, luxury home
and appliances, culinary purveyors,
retailers, fine living and others.]
R Entertainment of Scottsdale,
Ariz., which co-developed and
produced Scottsdale-based azcentral Wine & Food Experience with
azcentral beginning in 2015, produces the series in conjunction with
USA TODAY NETWORK.
For those interested in sponsorship or participation opportunities,
contact Craig Kaplan, ckaplan@
usatoday.com or Mike O’Donnell,
mikeod@r-entertainment.com.
Mike Kermani is an entertainment writer for the Las Vegas
Tribune newspaper. He writes a
weekly column in this newspaper.
To contact Mike Kermani, email
mkermani@ lasvegas tribune.com
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Ronnie Brixton — The Best of British Boxing

By Jerry Fink
Las Vegas Tribune
Written by Byron Tidwell and
the late Lincoln Hudson and starring David Shaughnessy (of Labyrinth fame), “Ronnie Brixton
— The Best of British Boxing”
provides an intimate exposé of the
macho world of British Boxing.
It is filled with insider stories
of the great heavyweight matches
and life as the son of revered trainer
“King George” Brixton as told by
top BBC Boxing commentator
Ronnie Brixton.
Recently plagued by tabloid rumors surrounding his romantic life,
Ronnie takes the stage to address
his fans, take questions and reveal
the secret origin of not only the tabloid rumors, but his very identity.
A contrasting and provocative
look at the intersection of gender,
sports, and identity, “Ronnie Brixton” is at once hilarious, touching,
and deeply moving.
Where: THE BACK SPACE
3460 Cavaretta Court
When: May 2 to 13
Tickets: $35 tickets
Information about time: 702903-1070
*****

XAVIER MORTIMER’S
MAGICAL DREAM TO
HONOR MILITARY WITH
COMPLIMENTARY TICKETS
FOR MILITARY
APPRECIATION MONTH
Xavier Mortimer’s Magical
Dream at Planet Hollywood Resort
& Casino’s Sin City Theatre will
honor active and retired military
personnel with a complimentary
Military Appreciation Month performance at 7 p.m. on Tuesday,
May 1 and a two-for-one deal
throughout the month.
The spellbinding production
will offer complimentary tickets
to the Tuesday, May 1 show and
a buy-one, get-one free ticket
deal during the month of May for
veterans and active-duty service
members with a military I.D.
The 70-minute show is comprised of more than 14 acts of
mind-bending illusions and an
unconventional cast of characters,
including the wonders of Mary
Poppins, the theatrics of Charlie
Chaplin and the animation of Mickey Mouse, along with an original
soundtrack created by the French
magician.
Xavier Mortimer’s Magical
Dream is at 7 p.m. from Saturday
through Thursday, with tickets
starting at $49 for general admission and $69 for VIP, excluding tax
and box office fees.
*****
BEER PARK TO TOAST
CINCO DE MAYO WITH
ROOFTOP FIESTA
BEER PARK at Paris Las Ve-

gas will celebrate Cinco de Mayo
with a rooftop party sponsored by
Hornitos tequila, complete with
Mexican-inspired cuisine, mariachi, piñatas and muchas cervezas
starting at 7 p.m. on Saturday,
May 5.
The Strip-side rooftop bar and
restaurant will “salud” Cinco de
Mayo with featured drinks sponsored by Hornitos.
BEER PARK will also offer
Mexican-inspired dishes.
Surrounded by views of the
Fountains of Bellagio, the festivities will continue with a rockin’
mariachi band at 7 p.m. and a latenight DJ set.
Hornitos models will offer tequila samples from 7 to 10 p.m. BEER
PARK will keep the celebration going with piñatas and in-house party
games, including billiards, foosball,
shuffle board and giant Jenga.
Reservations are available by
calling 702.444.4500 or by visiting
www.beerpark.com. BEER PARK
by Budweiser is owned and operated by Beer Park, LLC (not by
Anheuser-Busch).
*****
SLS LAS VEGAS TO CELEBRATE CINCO DE MAYO
¡Salud! SLS Las Vegas will
celebrate Cinco de Mayo with
Mexican beer, margaritas, tequila
and food offerings at its various
restaurants and bars from Friday,
May 4 through Sunday, May 6.
SLS Las Vegas always offers
complimentary covered parking
and valet services. More information is available at www.slslasvegas.com.
*****

COMMONWEALTH TO
CELEBRATE KENTUCKY
DERBY AND
CINCO DE MAYO
Commonwealth, located in the
heart of Fremont East Entertainment District at 525 E. Fremont St.,
will partner with the Vegas Golden
Knights (VGK) Foundation to host
a ‘Seersucker and Sombreros’ party
in celebration of the Kentucky Derby and Cinco de Mayo starting at 2
p.m. on Saturday, May 5.
The afternoon will begin by
celebrating the highly-anticipated
144th annual Kentucky Derby, and
Commonwealth will invite guests
to wear their best hat and striped
seersucker attire.
The Southern-style soirée will
capture the charm and tradition of
the Kentucky Derby with specialty
cocktails, including a classic mint
julep, and a selection of passed hors
d’oeuvres.
Guests will have the opportunity
to win prizes by entering in a Derby
hat competition and will be treated
to live music from The Moonshiners Band.

At 5 p.m., the popular Downtown bar will open its rooftop patio
with a Cinco de Mayo fiesta.
Tickets to Commonwealth’s
‘Seersucker and Sombreros’ party
are priced at $20 online and $30 at
the door.
All event proceeds will be donated to the Vegas Golden Knights
Foundation, which serves as the
primary charitable link between the
National Hockey League’s newest
team and the Las Vegas community.
The VGK foundation supports
Las Vegas non-profits that make
a difference every day via direct
grants and fundraising partnerships.
More information on The Vegas
Golden Knights Foundation can be
found by visiting https://www.nhl.
com/goldenknights/community/
vgkfoundation.
Bottle service and reservations are available by calling
702.445.6400 or visiting www.
commonwealthlv.com.
*****

GOODSPRINGS
OLD-TIMER’S OPEN HOUSE,
POTLUCK AND TOURS
Saturday, May 5 and Sunday
May 6, 8:00 a.m. throughout day.
Visit www.Goodsprings.org.
Local Historian David Lowe
says, “You don’t have to be an
old-timer to fall in love with Goodsprings, Nevada.”
Come on out to the 36th annual
Old-Timer’s Reunion and enjoy
photos from early days, hear stories
of Goodsprings mining history
(mostly true!) and enjoy a delicious
Pot Luck Lunch.
DIRECTIONS: South on I-15
TO exit 12, turn right onto 161.
Seven miles later see the historic

Pioneer Saloon And Restaurant in
the foothills of the Spring Mountains. Up behind the school is the
Community Center and
we’ll be there waiting to greet
you and give you a guided tour of
the area.
Arrive by 8:30 a.m. on Saturday,
hot coffee and doughnuts will be
waiting. At noon you’ll want to
partake of the pot-luck. Bring your
favorite meat dish, salad or dessert
to serve at least eight. Drinks and
serviceware provided. You will fall
in love with this unique gem and
can purchase a yearly membership
for $5.00 if you like.
*****
LAS VEGAS SCIENCE &
TECHNOLOGY FESTIVAL IN
PARTNERSHIP WITH LAS
VEGAS NATURAL
HISTORY MUSEUM
ANNOUNCES SPRING
DATES & PROGRAMMING
Design Science
Tuesday, May 1, 4 to 6 p.m.
Discovery Children’s Museum
360 Promenade Place
Registration is limited to first
300 participants
Discovery Children’s Museum
is offering free admission to its
5,000 square foot traveling exhibit, “Design Zone” where visitors

have the chance to go behind the
scenes and see how video game
developers, music producers, roller
coaster designers and other creative
problem solvers implement math to
accomplish fantastic things.
Design Zone explores mathematical concepts such as patterns, variables, scale, slope, and
ratios used by artists, architects,
engineers, musicians and other
innovators.
Artificial Intelligence:
the Promise & Peril
Author & Filmmaker James

Barrat
Tues., May 1, 6 to 9 p.m.
Free Admission
UNLV — Carol C. Harter Classroom Building Complex
4505 S. Maryland Parkway
Park in Thomas & Mack parking lot
Time Magazine names James
Barrat of the five very smart people
who believe artificial intelligence
could bring the apocalypse because
of his groundbreaking nonfiction
book: Our final Invention: Artificial
Intelligence and the End of the Human Era. He is an award-winning
documentary filmmaker and has
made a career from introducing
audiences to complex ideas in engaging and provocative ways.
Women in STEAM
Speakers Panel
Wed., May 2, 6:30 p.m.
Windmill Library
7060 W. Windmill Lane
Free Admission
A viewing of the esteemed documentary about women in STEAM
across the US - Roadtrip Nation
will begin the festivities, followed
by a celebrity panel of Roadtrip Nation celebrities and panel moderator
— Animal Planet’s Ranae Holland.
Sponsored by the Girl Scouts of
Southern Nevada.
For more information, www.
scifest.vegas
Fred and Harriet Cox Senior
Design Competition
Thurs., May 3, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Thomas & Mack Center
UNLV
Competition is Free
You or your company can easily get involved in Senior Design
and help our Engineering students
accomplish their goals. Whether
you’re interested in becoming a
team project mentor, wish to discuss a project idea, or sponsor the
event, you can contact Jack Aylor
at jack.aylor@unlv.edu or 702 8952913. Awards Dinner will be the
following evening at the Thomas
& Mack at 5 pm

“May the Science Be with You” National Star Wars Day
Fri., May 3, 4 to 8 p.m.
Desert Research Institute
755 E. Flamingo Road
Staring VIP Guest John Roesch
who is the foley artist that has been
working in the film industry for
over 40 years. He has worked on
films like The Empire Strikes Back,
ET, Back to the Future, Inception
and Guardians of the Galaxy. He
currently works for Skywalker
Sound. Mr Roesch will be speaking
about the science of sound in the
movies and conduction some foley
demonstrations at various times
throughout the event.
Hands on activities, meet scientists, discounted admission to the
National Atomic Testing Museum,
Las Vegas Star Wars celebration
with 501st and Saber Guild characters, and food trucks and more.
For more information, call Craig
Rosen 702-862-5332 or craig.rosen@dri.edu
HORSE4HEROES - Farm
Living is the Life for Me!
Fri., May 4, 4 p.m.
Floyd Lamb State Park at Tule
Spings
9200 Tule Springs Road (Durango & Brent Lane)
Join Horses4Heroes and experience life on the farm, in a place that
was once a working cattle ranch,
Floyd Lamb Park. Get up close
and personal with barnyard animls,
make butter in the Old Dairy Barn
and learn about eh science of horses
and farming.
Astronaut Dr. Don Thomas —
Living & Working in Space
Fri., May 4, 7 to 9 p.m.
West Charleston Library
6301 W. Charleston Blvd.
Free Admission
In 1990, Dr. Don Thomas was
selected in NASA’s 13th group of
astronauts and flew as a mission
specialist on four space shuttle
missions: STS-65, STS-70, STS83 and STS-94. During these four
missions he performed hundreds of
microgravity science experiments
and helped deploy a large communications satellite from the space
shuttle. He spent a total of 44 days
in space and has completed 692
orbits around space. He is an author
and public speaker and still actively
engaged in inspiring our next generation of engineers, scientists and
explorers.
Las Vegas Science & Technology
Festival Giant Science Expo
For Kids & Families
Sat., May 5, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
World Market Center
Pavilion #1
Fun interactive booths for the
family, science experiments, handson workshops, entertainment, and
fun! Something for all ages! Admission is free. If you want to participate as a sponsor, or purchase a
science-based booth, contact www.
scifest.vegas.
Jerry Fink is an entertainment
columnist for the Las Vegas Tribune
newspaper and writes a weekly column. To contact Fink, email him at
jfink@ lasvegastribune.com.
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How goes Chinese medicine treat insomnia?
By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by Sandy Zimmerman
and Dr. Shiroko Sokitch
Dr. Shiroko Sokitch, MD, Heart
to Heart Medical Center, California, explains, “In the Chinese
medicine’s perspective, when an
organ is not in balance you have
illness. Each human being is different, there is not a one-size fits
all remedy. So many factors influence a bodies’ imbalance. There
are many reasons for insomnia or
any medical problem. One reason
could be the patient’s Serotonin and
GABA levels are low. These are
two neurotransmitters that regulate
your ability to relax and sleep. I
measure those neurotransmitters
with a urine test.”
Sokitch continued,” Another
reason for insomnia, if a patient’s
liver, heart or brain chemistry levels
are imbalanced. We measure all
of the different hormones to find
which is affecting you. When the
progesterone levels go down it
is difficult to sleep. Many people
cannot sleep during menopause.”
“What if your mind does not
turn-off, you keep thinking and
cannot sleep. The cortozone level
can affect that. The body must have
enough Seratomin. One lady tried
drugs, for years but could not sleep.
Her GAMA levels and Seratomin

levels were very low. She had
trouble falling asleep and staying
asleep. Another patient’s cortisone

level was too high,” Sokitch said.
“Foods effect being able to
sleep. Some people are not aware

if they eat only carbohydrates, like
pasta for dinner. If eat protein at bed
time, blood sugar drops at 2 a.m. A
patient could not sleep, drink case
diet Pepsi every day; he was not
aware getting high dose caffeine.
Caffeine does not affect everybody
but some people, cannot sleep after
drinking coffee or other beverages.
Some people cannot sleep if drink
wine. Wine affects the liver. Some
people sleep better after drinking
a little bit wine. Other people are
affected by wine making their liver
agitated and could not sleep. Some
people like to have popcorn at
night. My husband will do that. He
is eating pure carbohydrates and a
little bit of fat. That could possibly
be a reason they wake up at 3 a.m.
They do not have protein to sustain
their blood sugar. You have to pay
attention to these patterns,” Sokitch
concluded.
Another answer to insomnia,
Lorraine Mignault, author/ nutrition expert/ lifestyle programming/
speaker, said, “This topic is especially an issue with women due to
lower levels of serotonin — but for
other reasons too. Dietary choices,
effective management of insulin
and blood sugar levels all play a
part in terms of remedies in helping
people fall asleep.” Visit the website http://www.positivelivingessentials.com/ for more information.
Amy Gometz offers her response, “I am a certified reflexologist and working with clients suffering from insomnia. Reflexology re-

boots your nervous system. There
are 7200 nerve ending in each foot
by getting a reflexology session or
even just a foot rub you communicate with your nervous system. This
calms the body, reduces stress and
cuts out the mental chatter that can
keep people awake. It also alters
brainwaves, slows your brain, in a
hour treatment clients go deep into
theta brainwave patterns.” For more
information visit the website: www.
barefootphoenix.com.
(Please Note: See your doctor
before beginning any new medical
regime.)
Award-winning syndicated columnist Sandy Zimmerman is a
Show and Dining Reviewer as well
as travel, health, luxury and more.
Sandy is talk show host of Sandy
Zimmerman’s Las Vegas TV. If you
wish information, have questions
about any of Sandy’s articles, wish
to recommend subjects, call (702)731-6491 or email Sandy at www.
sandyzimm2003@yahoo.com.

CITY BEAT
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Las Vegas Justice Court Veterans
Treatment Court Graduation April 27

A Veterans Treatment Court
Graduation and Promotion Celebration will take place on Friday, April
27, 2018 at 10 a.m. in Courtroom
1B, 1st floor, of the Regional Justice Center. U.S. Army veteran and
Deputy Public Defender John Piro
will be the keynote speaker.
Many veterans return from their
military service with difficulty
transitioning to civilian life. This
is especially true of veterans who
spent time deployed in combat
zones during times of conflict or
war. These men and women are
among our nation’s greatest assets.
More than half of the 2.6 million
veterans deployed to Iraq and
Afghanistan return with mental
health conditions related to their
service. One in six struggle from
addiction; one in five have PTSD.
Left untreated, these issues make
it difficult to adjust to everyday
life after they return and can lead
to unemployment, homelessness
and arrest. There are 700,000 veterans in the criminal justice system
today, many of them arrested for
charges directly related to trauma,
addiction or mental illness. The
Veterans Treatment Court provides
an alternative to incarceration that
offers treatment, accountability
and structure while connecting the
veteran to services and benefits they
have earned.
To progress and graduate from
Veterans Treatment Court, each
individual must have attended
treatment sessions, counseling and
appointments; developed goals for
their future; obtained housing; be
financially stable; and be drug and
alcohol free for a minimum of 90
days prior to graduation. These
veterans are working hard to regain
control of their lives. We welcome
members of the community to come
celebrate their accomplishments.
Judge Letizia was appointed
to take over Veterans Treatment
Court in March of 2018 by Chief
Judge Joe Bonaventure. Prior to
her judicial election, Judge Letizia
represented many veterans participating in the Veterans Treatment
Court Program in her capacity as a
public defender.
*****
NDOT debuts free new state
airports iPad application
The Nevada Department of
Transportation (NDOT) recently
unveiled a free aviation app for
i-Pads that offers searchable airport
maps, services, communication and

contact information for nearly 50
public-use airports. It additionally
includes similar information for
Nevada’s approximately 150 privately-owned airports, too, in case
of potential emergency landing and
response needs.
The airport information is updated monthly, using both Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA) and
NDOT data. Maps are meant to
aid in flight planning; they are not
intended to replace FAA aeronautical charts or other official flight
navigation publications.
The iPad-only application is
available under the name “Nevada Airport Directory.” NDOT
eventually hopes to soon have
Android and Smart Phone versions
available, too. Created in-house
by NDOT information technology
staff, the app saves thousands of
dollars previously spent annually
to print Nevada aviation maps and
airport directories. Aviation maps
and information also remain available through the “mobility” tab of
nevadadot.com.
NDOT is one of the first state
departments of transportation to
provide such an aviation app, with
the goal of supporting Nevada economic development and aviation
tourism, connectivity and safety.
Economic impact studies have
shown that rural Nevada aviation
generates $1 billion in economic
activity annually, with Nevada
being the fifth-most-visited state
by foreign travelers.
“State airports move visitors,
goods, firefighters and sometimes
even medical services across Nevada. They’re a basecamp for pilots
and visitors to explore Nevada,”
said NDOT Aviation Manager
Kurt Haukohl. “General aviation
is a vital part of our transportation
network, helping keep Nevada
safe and connected. Aviation aids
statewide tourism and economic
activity.”
Through aviation planning,
annual airport safety inspections,
airport pavement condition reviews, educational programs and
more, the Nevada Department of
Transportation’s aviation planning
section is responsible for helping
ensure that Nevada’s general aviation public and private-use airports
meet applicable safety requirements
and provide a viable, balanced and
integrated system of aviation facilities for all users.
*****

New U.S. Magistrate Judge
Carla Higginbotham
Chief Judge Gloria M. Navarro,
of the United States District Court
for the District of Nevada, has
announced Carla Higginbotham
has been selected to replace the
Honorable Valerie P. Cooke as a
United States Magistrate Judge in
Reno, Nevada. Judge Cooke will be
retiring July 31, 2018.
Ms. Higginbotham is presently
an Assistant U.S. Attorney in the
Criminal Division in Reno, where
she has worked since 2010.
Prior to joining the U.S. Attorney’s Office, she worked at
McDonald Carano Wilson from
2005 to 2010. She received her law
degree from University of Pacific,
McGeorge School of Law and her
undergraduate degree from University of Nevada, Reno.
Ms. Higginbotham must first
undergo investigations by the FBI
and IRS, estimated to take between
ten to twelve weeks. The term of
appointment is eight years.
*****
LATAM Airlines group
expands nonstop service
from Brazil to Las Vegas
LATAM Airlines Group, the
leading airline group in South
America, today announced that
it will expand nonstop seasonal
service to Las Vegas by operating
an additional service between São
Paulo and Las Vegas beginning in
December.
The first scheduled nonstop
flights to Las Vegas from Brazil
will begin June 2, 2018 with service
every Monday, Thursday and Saturday. The initial seasonal service
will operate through September
30, 2018.
The route will return on December 15, 2018 through February
28, 2019.

In addition to economy fares,
travelers will have the option of
business class fares with lie-flat
seats.
LATAM Airlines currently offers 1,300 daily flights to 140
destinations in 25 countries and
transports 67 million passengers
per year.
Brazil represents Las Vegas’
seventh strongest overseas market
and is the greatest source of international visitation from South
America, welcoming more than
150,000 travelers annually.
“No other airline connects South
America with the world with such
offers of itineraries and time options. On average, we launched
one new flight per month to destinations in Brazil and abroad this
year”, Pablo Chiozza, senior vice
president LATAM Airlines NA &
Asia. “Las Vegas and the fourteen
other new international destinations
we have announced for 2018 reflect
our commitment to expand travel
options for the customer.”
“We are thrilled that our newest
airline partner, LATAM Airlines
Brazil, is already expanding their

service to Las Vegas,” said Cathy
Tull, chief marketing officer of
the Las Vegas Convention and
Visitors Authority (LVCVA.) “We
are a destination like no other and
this nonstop service makes it easier for South American visitors to
come and experience the shopping,
dining, entertainment, outdoor
recreation and all of the excitement
found only in Las Vegas.”
“It’s wonderful to learn that
LATAM Airlines Brazil intends to
return to Las Vegas for a second
seasonal run,” said Clark County
Aviation Director Rosemary Vassiliadis, who oversees operations
at the eighth-busiest airport in the
United States. “For years we’ve
known that Brazil includes a strong
base of potential air travelers who
would enjoy all that Las Vegas has
to offer, and we’re very excited to
soon welcome the first of those
visitors to McCarran International
Airport.”
Las Vegas currently welcomes
more than 200 weekly nonstop
flights from 21 foreign cities in 11
countries.
*****
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Leadership in a word: Redemption
By Doug Dickerson
“[No] matter what a waste one
has made of one’s life, it is ever possible to find some path to redemption, however partial.” — Charles
Frazier, Cold Mountain
A word about redemption
The life of a leader is a life of
many imperfections, failures, and
flaws. Then add to that all of the
false accusations, whispers, and
rumors. Hang around in leadership
long enough and you will come to
know what I mean.
Thankfully though, perfection
is not a prerequisite for leadership.
But neither is this truth a license
for bad behavior. On the leadership
journey, we all need some grace and
redemption.
I am reminded of a story involving a young boy working in the lab
with Thomas Edison. It comes from
a book by James Newton in which
shared this story.
Edison was working on a crazy
contraption called a “light bulb”
and it took a whole team of men 24
straight hours to put just one together. The story goes that when Edison
was finished with one light bulb, he
gave it to a young boy helper, who
nervously carried it up the stairs.

DoUg DICkErsoN
Step by step he cautiously watched
his hands, obviously frightened of
dropping such a priceless piece of
work. You’ve probably guessed
what happened by now; the poor
young fellow dropped the bulb at
the top of the stairs.
It took the entire team of men
twenty-four more hours to make another bulb. Finally, tired and ready
for a break, Edison was ready to
have his bulb carried up the stairs.
He gave it to the same young boy
who dropped the first one. That’s
true forgiveness.

How many times as a leader
have you been like the boy who
dropped the bulb? How many times
in our learning curves have we
come up short, missed the mark,
didn’t come through, or failed to
deliver? We’ve all been there.
On our leadership journey, we
all need some grace and redemption. Let’s briefly examine a few
key concepts.
The redemption I need
This framework has already
been established so I won’t dwell
here long. Suffice to say, as leaders we are all flawed in some way.
When you see yourself as one who
leads from a position of needing redemption and grace as much as the
people you lead, it will cause you
to walk humbly. The Scripture says,
“to whom much is given, much is
required” (Luke 12:48), and this is
especially true for leaders today.
The redemption I give
I can only imagine the reaction
of that young boy’s face when the
next day Edison handed a new
light bulb back to him to walk up
the stairs. But that was a testament
to the redemptive heart of Edison.
What about you? As a leader,
and by your actions, you have

BEHIND THE MIKE

Do you have regrets?
By Michael A. Aun
Do you have things that you
regret in your life? We all do and it
is okay to own them. Many times,
therein lay the real problem.
“Would-a, could-a, should-a.”
I once had a weird dream and in
the dream, I had a device with a
rewind button on it. I could hit
the button and rewind to the point
where of a decision. I could say
or do something differently. Or, I
could do nothing at all, which is
also a decision.
We all spend an inordinate
amount of personal time worrying about things that will never
happen. Worry is the price we
pay in advance for something that
has less than one chance in ten of
happening.
To be more accurate, social
scientists say 92 percent of the
things we worry about never come
to pass. Would that be a kind of
rewind button?
One of my many shortcomings
is not showing my true feelings to
people I care the most about, often
dumping on them. Everyone needs
a “dumping” strategy, but the person with whom we choose to share
our pain should never be the target.
Speaking for myself, I have done
that far too often.
We often regret things we cannot
control. For instance, some of us
worry too much about what others
think about them. Most other people rarely even think about you…
let alone care about you. My late
friend Cavett Robert, CSP, CPAE,
once said “Do not complain… 80
percent of the people do not care
and the other 20 percent think you
have it coming.”
Another regret people often have
is not truly following their dream.
The very word “dream” can get you
into lots of trouble or it can be the
very thing that propels you through
life. I am passionately in love with
my wife Christine but I really do not
tell her or show her often enough.

MICHAEL A. AUN
One survey I saw some time
ago said people regret not traveling
enough. I wish they could have
joined me while speaking in as
many as six cities in a week. Trust
me… travel ain’t what it is chalked
up to be.
I have a sneaking suspicion that
we mainly regret the chances we
did not take, not the ones we did.
We cannot change what has been
done nor mend broken hearts nor
undo mistakes or decisions. Chalk
them up as lessons learned and
move on.
My early life mentor was a Lebanese immigrant Eli Mack, Sr., who
was my paternal grandfather. He
would say to me that “Fear is nothing but an absence of knowledge, a
lack of information… temporary at
best. Regret is forever.”

It follows that you cannot change
yesterday but you can learn from it.
Making changes in life often sucks.
Regret sucks even more… this
from an expert at screwing things
up in life.
Nothing is scarier than the
thought that today could be the last
time you talk to someone you care
about. True regret is not having the
courage to pursue those people.
Real regret living the rest of your
life with the thought of not doing so.
Suddenly, regrets take the place
of dreams and we begin to die. The
sudden illumination of regret comes
too late for most. We risk takers
often say better an “oops” than a
“what if?” Perfect timing is rare
as hitting the lottery. You have to
dare to jump in and take a chance.
I often feel that my major motivation in the field of writing lay
in the mysterious fact I have done
such a poor job of staying in touch
with the people I have met in my
life. Perhaps my weekly “blah,
blah, blah” is my way of scratching
that itch.
In the end, having no regrets has
little to do with courage and much
to do with reflection. If you have no
regrets you have learned nothing.
Courage comes in facing those fears
and not taking them to your grave.
Michael Aun is a syndicated
columnist and writes a weekly column for this newspaper. To contact
Michael Aun, email him at maun@
lasvegastribune.com.
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opportunities to be an agent of redemption and forgiveness. Your one
redemptive act of kindness toward
a colleague or team member may
be all it takes to turn things around
for that person.
I am not talking about abandoning expectations or lowering the
bar as it relates to standards and
performance, but I am speaking to
a specific leadership skill not found
in the manual but in your heart.
The human equation. Perhaps if we
listen more, talk less, forgive more,
condemn less, love more and hate
less, then we can reflect a standard
of leadership worth emulating.
Redemption quotes
“A good head and a good heart
are always a formidable combination.” — Nelson Mandela
“Leadership is about making
others better as a result of your
presence, making sure that impact
lasts in your absence.” — Sheryl
Sandberg
“To handle yourself, use your
head; to handle others, use your
heart.” — Eleanor Roosevelt
“And be kind to one another,
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ forgave
you.” — Ephesians 4:32

“Civility doesn’t weaken a message, it helps others hear it.” —
Kate Nasser
A final word
We live in a world of hurting
people. And here’s a truth I learned
many years ago — hurting people
hurt others. As a leader, in your
sphere of influence however large
or small- you’ve been given an
opportunity to be a small light in
the darkness. Your one redemptive
act of kindness or forgiveness may
be all it takes to set the course right
and change someone else’s life. Let
redemption be a defining quality of
your leadership.
Note: Leadership In A Word is
my writing theme for 2018. Each
week the focus will be on a word
that impacts you as a leader. My
style is new but my message and
commitment to delivering fresh
leadership insight to you are the
same. It’s my sincere desire to
help you grow as a leader and to
partner with you in reaching your
full potential.
Doug Dickerson is a syndicated
columnist. He writes a weekly column for this newspaper. To contact
Doug Dickerson, email him at
ddickerson@ lasvegastribune.com.

Sundays from 11.30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Please call 702-706-6875
for information
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Social Security awareneSS

Will you wind up returning to work
after retiring? Chances are, Yes!

By Maurie Backman
The Motley Fool
Countless people look forward
to retirement for one key reason:
not having to endure the grind of
maintaining a full-time career. But
new data from Adecco suggests that
some workers may be jumping the
gun on retirement. In a recent survey, among the 17 percent of adults
who returned to work over the past
three years after being out of the
workforce for at least 12 months, 13
percent were retirees who resumed
their careers because they needed
the additional income.
This news is hardly surprising.
The average household nearing
retirement has a median savings
of just $17,000, according to data
from the Economic Policy Institute,
and in a more recent study by GOBankingRates, one-third of adults
55 and over were said to have less
than $10,000 in a nest egg. Throw
in the fact that loads of workers file
for Social Security as early as possible, thereby reducing their benefits,
and it’s no wonder income, or lack
thereof, is a problem for seniors.
Of course, returning to work
when the money starts running
out is a smarter move than resigning oneself to an impoverished
lifestyle. But let’s face it: There’s
something demoralizing about the
notion of thinking you’re done in
the workforce only to have to step
back into it when times get tough. If
you’d rather avoid this fate, you’ll
need to take an entirely different
approach to retirement.
How much money do you
need to retire?
Let’s be clear: You don’t necessarily need a $1 million nest egg to
retire comfortably and avoid a scenario in which you end up having
to return to work. But having little
to no savings is hardly acceptable.
That’s because Social Security
is in no way sufficient to sustain
seniors on its own. Those benefits
will replace about 40 percent of the
average worker’s pre-retirement
income, but most retirees need
double that amount to pay the bills.
And that money therefore needs
to come from somewhere, such as
your savings.
So how can you be sure you’ve
really saved enough to retire? One
way to tell is to use what’s known
as the 4 percent rule. The rule states
that if you start by withdrawing 4
percent of your nest egg during
your first year of retirement and
then adjust subsequent withdrawals
for inflation, your savings should,
in theory, last for 30 years. It’s not
a perfect formula by any means, but
it’s a good way to get a handle on
where you stand financially based
on your current savings level.
Imagine you estimate your senior living expenses at $3,000 per
month, half of which will come
from Social Security. This means
you’ll need to supply $1,500 a
month, or $18,000 a year on your
own. Multiply $18,000 by 25, and
you get a $450,000 savings target.
If that’s what your nest egg looks
like, you’re probably in decent
shape. But if you’re looking at a

much-lower balance, you’ll need
to rethink your plans.
Making up for lost savings
So what happens if you discover
you’re way behind on retirement
savings late in your career? For one
thing, you might consider postponing retirement, socking away some
extra money during that period, and
growing your Social Security benefits simultaneously. Imagine you’re
looking at a full retirement age of
66 for Social Security purposes,
only instead of leaving your job and
filing for benefits at 66, you wait
until 68. Doing so will allow you
to boost your monthly payments
by 16 percent, so in the example
above, a $1,500 monthly benefit
would become $1,740 — for life.
Meanwhile, let’s assume that
(See Backman, Page 25)
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How Medicare covers kidney disease

By Greg Dill
Did you know that one in three
American adults is at risk for kidney disease? Major risk factors for
kidney disease include diabetes,
high blood pressure, a family history of kidney failure, and being age
60 or older.
The best way to fight kidney
disease is to find it before trouble
starts. But if you’ve already been
diagnosed, Medicare can help you
make informed decisions about
your care.
The kidneys are two beanshaped organs. Each kidney is
about the size of a fist. Your kidneys
filter extra water and wastes out of
your blood and make urine. Kidney
disease means your kidneys are
damaged and can’t filter blood the
way they should.
If you experience kidney failure, treatments include dialysis or
kidney transplant. Other kidney
problems include acute kidney
injury, kidney cysts, kidney stones,
and kidney infections.
If you have Stage IV chronic
kidney disease that will usually
require dialysis or a kidney transplant, Medicare covers up to six
kidney disease education sessions
that teach you how to take the best
possible care of your organs. Topics

GreG Dill
include how to prevent complications of kidney disease, what to eat
and drink, and what options you
have if your kidneys get worse,
like dialysis and kidney transplants.
Here’s more information about
how Medicare covers dialysis and
transplants: https://www.medicare.gov/Pubs/pdf/10128-Medicare-Coverage-ESRD.pdf.
If you or a loved one has advanced kidney problems requiring
dialysis, often known as End-stage
Renal Disease (ESRD), finding the
right care can be a challenge.
Dialysis centers can vary in
the quality of care and services
they provide, so it’s important to
understand the differences in di-

Five Social Security
tips you need to know
guage and adjust to a new culture
that late in life?

alysis centers in your area before
you decide where to go for care.
If you’re already on dialysis, it’s
also important to understand the
quality of care that your dialysis
center delivers.
Medicare’s Dialysis Facility
Compare website (https://www.
medicare.gov/dialysisfacilitycompare) lets you easily search for
dialysis centers, compare them
side by side, and find the right
one for you. You also can see how
dialysis patients responded to survey questions about their dialysis
center, their kidney doctor, and the
center’s staff.
Dialysis Facility Compare provides information on more than
6,500 centers throughout the United
States. The website assigns each
facility from one to five stars, based
on the quality of its patient care.
Five stars is the highest rating.
Dialysis Facility Compare is one
of many sources of information you
can use when deciding where to get

dialysis. When you’re looking for a
dialysis center that’s right for you,
talk to your doctor and dialysis center staff about what this information
means and how you can use it to
make health care decisions.
You can protect your kidneys
by preventing or managing health
conditions that cause kidney damage, such as diabetes and high blood
pressure. The steps described below
may help keep your whole body
healthy, including your kidneys.
During your next medical visit,
you may want to ask your health
care provider about your kidney
health. Early kidney disease may
not have any symptoms, so getting tested may be the only way
to know your kidneys are healthy.
Your health care provider will help
decide how often you should be
tested.
See a provider right away if you
develop a urinary tract infection
(UTI), which can cause kidney
damage if left untreated.

NORTH AMERICA’S

Choose foods that are healthy
for your heart and your entire
body: fresh fruits, fresh or frozen
vegetables, whole grains, and lowfat or fat-free dairy products. Eat
healthy meals, and cut back on
salt and added sugars. Aim for less
than 2,300 milligrams of sodium
each day. Try to have less than 10
percent of your daily calories come
from added sugars.
The National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney
Diseases offers tips on making
healthy food and lifestyle choices
here: https://www.niddk.nih.gov/
health-information/kidney-disease/chronic-kidney-disease-ckd/
prevention.
*****
Greg Dill is Medicare’s regional administrator for Arizona,
California, Hawaii, Nevada, and
the Pacific Territories. You can get
answers to your Medicare questions
by calling 1-800-MEDICARE (1800-633-4227).
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By rachel Farrow
Yahoo Finance
Social Security might seem
like the highway to a comfortable
retirement, but the program is uncharted territory for most. Instead
of leaping blindly into your golden
years, learn some valuable tips
to make the most of your Social
Security benefits.
Tip No. 1: Don’t Depend on
Social Security Alone
Even though Social Security is
a nice buffer, don’t rely on it as a
retirement crutch. The program was
never laid out to be the sole income
for retirees, so take the advice
straight from the source: the Social
Security Administration. According
to the SSA, the benefit replaces
roughly 40 percent of the typical
wage earner’s income, and retirees
usually require 70 percent or more
of their pre-retirement income to
live comfortably.
Tip No. 2: Higher Earners
Need to Save More
Not all Social Security checks
are created equal — and lower
earners typically see larger income
replacement rates than their higher-earning counterparts.
If your wallet has always seemed
a bit more flush, make sure that piggy bank stays stuffed in accordance
to your area’s cost of living and
desired quality of life in retirement.
Tip No. 3: Be Sure to Work
Long Enough to Earn Benefits
In order to get your Social
Security benefits, you need to put
in your time — a minimum of a
decade, that is. In order to qualify,
workers need to put in at least 40
quarters — or 10 years — of Social
Security wages.
Tip No. 4: Choose a Community With a Low Cost of Living
Even though your community
might have been a perfect place to
raise your family, it might not be the
best fit for retirement. If the cost of
living in your area is skyrocketing,
it might be time to think about a relocation to a place where you could
potentially live on Social Security
benefits alone.
Tip No. 5: Think Twice Before
You Retire Abroad
Many retirees dream of the expat life, leaving behind the Red,
White and Blue for some greener
pastures and new adventures. Even
though many countries have low
costs of living, be realistic — do
you really want to learn a new lan-

A healthy kidney (left) eliminates waste from the blood and maintains the body’s normal chemical balance. Fluid-filled sacs (right), called cysts, characterize polycystic kidney disease.
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The best walk-in tub just got better with breakthrough technology! Presenting the all new Safe Step
Walk-In Tub featuring MicroSoothe.® An air system so revolutionary, it oxygenates, softens and
exfoliates skin, turning your bath into a spa-like experience. Constructed and built right here in America for
safety and durability from the ground up, and with more standard
Call today and receive exclusive savings of up to
features than any other tub.
✓ Heated seat providing warmth from beginning to end
✓ Carefully engineered hydro-massage jets strategically placed to
target sore muscles and joints
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY
✓ High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive lifetime
Call Toll-Free 1-800-396-4503
warranty on the entire tub
✓ Top-of-the-line installation and service, all included at one low,
affordable price
You’ll agree – there just isn’t a better, more affordable walk-in
tub on the market.

$1500 OFF

For your FREE information kit
and DVD, and our Senior
Discounts, Call Today Toll-Free
CSLB 983603 F13000002885 13HV08744300

1-800-396-4503
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I live

alone

but I’m never alone.
I have Life Alert .
®

Helpful facts about
Social Security
disability benefits

By Barbara Duckett
Social Security Public Affairs
Specialist in Las Vegas
When the unexpected happens
and you can no longer work due to
a serious medical condition, Social
Security is there with a lifeline to
help you and your family.
Most American workers contribute to Social Security through
federal payroll taxes and benefit
through monthly retirement payments later in life. For others whose
working years are cut short by
severe and lasting illness or injury,
Social Security provides financial
assistance to help them through the
critical times.
Here are six facts you should
know about Social Security’s disability program:
Social Security disability
insurance is coverage
that workers earn.
The program provides a safety
net to disabled workers who’ve
paid enough Social Security taxes
on their earnings. Social Security
disability benefits replace some of
their income if their medical condition leaves them unable to work.
The Social Security Act
defines disability
very strictly.
A person is considered disabled
under the Social Security Act if
they can’t work due to a serious
medical condition that has lasted, or
is expected to last, at least one year
or result in death. Social Security
does not offer temporary or partial
disability benefits.
Disability can happen
to anyone at any age.
Serious medical conditions,

Backman

such as cancer and mental illness,
affect the young and elderly alike.
One in four 20-year-olds will become disabled before retirement
age and may need Social Security
disability benefits’ critical support.
Social Security disability
payments help disabled
workers to meet their
basic needs.
The average monthly Social
Security disability benefit is $1,197,
as of January 2018. This amount
helps disabled workers to meet
their basic needs when they need
that help the most.
Social Security works
aggressively to prevent,
detect, and help
prosecute fraud.
Social Security is committed to
protecting your investment. Along
with the Office of Inspector General, Social Security takes a zero
tolerance approach to fraud. The
result is a fraud incidence rate of a
fraction of one percent.
Social Security helps
people return to work
without losing benefits.
Often, people would like to
re-enter the workforce, but worry
they’ll lose disability benefits. We
connect them to free employment
support services and help them
maintain benefits such as health
care. Learn about our Ticket to
Work program at http://choosework.ssa.gov.
We’re with you through life’s
journey, offering disability benefits
to ten million people.
Learn more about our disability
insurance program at www.socialsecurity.gov/disability.
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(Continued from Page 23)
you can work two extra years and max out a 401(k) during that period.
Doing so adds $49,000 (including catch-up contributions) to your nest egg.
Assuming zero investment growth, that translates into roughly $2,000 of
additional income per year when we apply the 4 percent rule.
But boosting your savings and Social Security benefits aren’t the only
options to consider if you’re lacking in savings. While the idea of retiring
and then going back to full-time work may not sit well with you, working
part-time in retirement on your own terms is another story. If you find
something you’re passionate about, it’ll not only serve as a means of
occupying your time but also generate income. And if you go this route,
you’ll be in good company — seniors 65 and older are more likely to be
self-employed than any other age group, according to the U.S. Bureau of
Labor Statistics.
Though transitioning from a full-time work schedule to retirement
can be challenging in its own right, going from being retired to working
full-time is unquestionably difficult. Be smart about assessing and building your savings, maximize your Social Security benefits, and plan for a
part-time gig — and with any luck, you’ll never have to go through the
process of returning to the workforce when you thought you were done
with it for good.
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What You
Need To
Know
By Dr Nina Radcliff

The Health
Benefits of Dance

By Dr. Nina Radcliff, MD
Do you get the urge when you
hear music with certain beats, to
move? Dance?
Well, whether you tap your
finger, sway, have two-left feet
or are a Ginger Rogers, Fred Astaire, Michael Jackson or Bruno
Mars, rhythmic bodily movement
is instinctive. And your personal
expression through dance — along
with being fun, comes with great
health benefits.
Like any good, low-impact cardio workout, dancing can strengthen bones and muscles, stave off
illnesses, improve cardiovascular
health and increase stamina.
And too, when you turn your
groove on (not just slow dancing),
“busting your dance moves” gives
you even “more” than traditional
cardio.
Yes, dancing has a cardio edge
with unique benefits that actually
can’t be achieved by other low-impact exercises. Interestingly too,
research shows, that people who
use dance as a fitness workout,
routinely workout longer. Health
experts attribute it to the fact that
people are inspired and don’t feel
like it is a chore, or “dreaded” exercise — but instead find it fun and
invigorating!!
Looking for a great way to stay
active and gain great health benefits
— saunter out… move to the music
and dance!!
Heart healthy
Engaging in aerobic activity,
whether we cha cha cha or hiphop, is great for our heart—and
the benefits continue even when
the physical activity has stopped.
This is because hearts are a muscle,
and like all muscles, the more it is
used, the stronger it becomes and
the more efficiently it pumps blood.
And dancing conditions it. In fact,
dancers have been found to have a
lower resting heart rate compared
to sedentary individuals. When
your heart does not have to beat as
often, it means that it does not have
to work as hard.
Memory booster
Learning new skills, or in the
case of dance, learning new steps,
serves as a means to “foxtrot” our
memory. Our brain is similar to a
muscle, when we use it, it becomes
stronger.
A study published in Frontier
Aging Neuroscience, researchers
enrolled adults aged 60 to 79 years
of age into various physical activities such as walking, stretching,
and dancing. While all activities
had some benefit, dancing had
the greatest impact of all. Experts
hypothesized that this is because
dance combines cognitive, physical
and social activity.
Calorie burner
What better way to burn calories than to move and groove to
great sounds while you are doing
it? The number of calories burned
in an hour of dancing varies based
on your body composition, type
of dance and intensity. That being
said, aerobic dancing workouts
such as salsa, Zumba, hip-hop,
Jazzercise, ballroom and swing
have been shown to be effective
ways to burn over 400 calories in
an hour.
Break exercise monotony
and fuel more workouts
Facts are, dancing has the
well-deserved reputation of being
fun and offering more variety in a
way that a monotonous treadmill,
elliptical or stationary bike workout
generally does not. As a result, it
is one of the reasons people have
been found to be inspired to engage
in longer workout sessions — and
over a greater period of time with
aerobic dance workouts.
Stress reduction
A great quote by Vivian Greene
tells the story: “Life is not about
waiting for the storm to pass, it’s
about learning to dance in the
rain,” both literally and figuratively. And by dancing on, you can
twirl, spin, step, and strut your way
to reducing stress and ushering

in calm.
Physical activity is a wellknown antidote to many of our
life’s stressors, mainly by boosting
endorphins, our body’s “feel good”
hormones that provides you with
what some refer to as a “runner’s
high.”
Scientists have found that regular participation in aerobic exercise,
like dancing, has been shown to
decrease overall levels of tension,
while elevating and stabilizing
mood, improving sleep, and self-esteem –all important in reducing
stress. The findings highlighted,
even five minutes of dancing can
stimulate anti-anxiety effects.
Increasing flexibility
Flexibility is needed to perform
everyday activities with relative
ease. For each of us, this is about
things that can get harder the older
you get, like getting out of bed,
dressing, bending down to tie a
shoe, walking up and down stairs,
picking your child (or grandchild)
up along with other daily tasks.
Dance enables you to move your
body in ways that is both typical
and nontypical in your day-to-day
life. This allows you to build your
range of motion and give your
muscles a good stretch. In turn, it
helps to support your daily actions
and has been shown to prevent injuries, reduce back pain, and balance
problems. Bottomline, research has
shown that dancing is a great way
to stay flexible.
Improves balance and
spatial awareness
Many forms of dance are performed in an upright position
and require substantial periods
of unilateral stance and shifting
of weight. Dancing can improve

balance, your ability to stabilize
and control your body, as well as
gain spatial awareness — being
more aware of your body can make
you more aware of your movement
within a space and relationship to
objects. This is a very useful tool
in reducing the risk of falling as
you age (which could unfortunately
result in broken bones, gashes, or
even life-threatening head injuries).
Decreasing depression
Don’t worry, we do not need
to be lifted in the air by our dance
partner in order to have our spirits
lifted. Dancing is not just a great
form of physical activity but can
also provide the opportunity to
socialize. Both are great ways to
decrease our risk for developing
depression and can even become
a part of a multi-modal approach
to treating those diagnosed with it.
Plus again, busting a move
triggers the release of your feel
good hormones like serotonin and
endorphin which interact with the
receptors in your brain that help
ward feelings of anxiety and depression.
Social Benefits and a
Stronger Immune System
And, because solo or partner
dance is often in a group setting,
there is the added benefit of socializing while getting fit.
Social engagement has been
shown to build a stronger immune
system, especially for older adults.
This means that you are better able
to fight off colds, the flu, and even
some types of cancer. Interacting
with others boosts feelings of
well-being and decreases feelings

of depression.
And mountains of research
shows, as a result you will enjoy
better mental and physical health.
In one body of research findings,
Psychologist Susan Pinker explains
it as, “Face-to-face contact releases
a whole cascade of neurotransmitters and, like a vaccine, they protect
you now, in the present, and well
into the future, so simply shaking
hands, giving somebody a highfive is enough to release oxytocin,
which increases your level of trust,
and it lowers your cortisol levels, so
it lowers your stress.”
Improved Memory
Dancers get a good mental
workout. Practicing dance steps
and patterns gives your memory a
boost. Focusing on different parts
of the body simultaneously also
gives you a great mental challenge,
helping your mind to stay sharp.
What is the Right
style for you?
There are many options when it
comes to dancing workouts. Here
are some things to consider. Do you
want to dance:
—on your own, with a partner
or large group?
—in a class, dance school, social
club, fitness center, community
hall, or in your own home?
—with fast or slow movements,
or a combination?
—with private or group lessons,
or self-learn with instructional
videos?
—for fun, or “go-for-it” in competitions?
And not to worry! If you realize
that the Texas Two-Step is not quite
your groove, there are many other

forms that may suit your needs.
Tips
If you have a medical condition,
are overweight, over 40 years of
age, or inactive, consult with your
doctor before starting a dance or
other fitness program. Additionally,
make sure to:
—Perform warm-up activities
—Know your limits, especially
for beginners to avoid injury
—Drink plenty of water before,
during and after
—Avoid pushing yourself too
far or too fast
—Wear professionally fitted
shoes and clothing appropriate to
your style of dance
—Check with your dance workout instructor to ensure you are
maintaining good form
And too, music has also been
found to lower blood pressure as
well as changes in the “autonomic”
nervous system, such as breathing
and heart rate — which also supports better health.
Taking all of this into account,
remember, “getting your groove
on” is not only healthy — but it is
F-U-N! Turn the music up — let’s
dance!!
This article is for general information only and should not be
used for the diagnosis or treatment
of medical conditions and cannot
substitute for the advice from your
medical professional. Dr. Nina has
used all reasonable care in compiling the current information but
it may not apply to you and your
symptoms. Always consult a doctor
or other health care professional
for diagnosis and treatment of
medical conditions.
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company provides such extensive support.
Now that you know... why pay more?

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR

45-DAY RISK-FREE TRIAL!

Hearing is believing and we invite you to try
this nearly invisible hearing aid with no
annoying whistling or background noise for
yourself. If you are not completely satisfied,
simply return it within that time period for a

Nearly Invisible

100% refund of your purchase price.

BIG SOUND.
TINY PRICE.

For the Lowest Price Call

BATTERIES
INCLUDED!

1-800-913-5075
Use Code

DOCTOR DESIGNED | AUDIOLOGIST TESTED | FDA REGISTERED

READY TO USE RIGHT
OUT OF THE BOX!

BX99

and get FREE Batteries for 1 Year
Plus FREE Shipping
©2017 MDHearingAid, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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EarthTalk is written and edited by Roddy Scheer and Doug
Moss and is a registered trademark of E - The Environmental
Magazine (www.emagazine.com). Send questions to: earthtalk@
emagazine.com. Subscribe: www.emagazine.com/subscribe;
Free Trial Issue: www.emagazine.com/trial.
Dear EarthTalk: What are
suitable materials for making
biodegradable plastic besides corn
and sugarcane? Is pineapple or
peanut suitable? — Yu Hong Yap,
Malaysia
Biodegradable plastic is defined
as any form of plastic that can break
down into its constituent components in the environment within
days, weeks or months without
leaving behind potentially toxic
residue. The term bioplastic refers
to any form of plastic derived from
organic or plant-based materials
rather than petroleum, regardless
of whether it can break down (biodegrade) easily in the environment.
Thus, the two terms are not necessarily the same, although many use
the terms interchangeably.
The most common iteration of
bioplastic, so-called PLA (polylactic acid) plastic, is typically derived
from corn or sugarcane — and is
biodegradable. Since we know how
to grow these food crops so well,
using the minimal amount of land
for the highest yield, we can create
bioplastic pretty efficiently. But
given still exploding global human
population numbers and more hungry mouths to feed, many wonder
if it makes sense to take away land
that could be used to grow food
to make more plastic, even if it is
biodegradable.
To avoid wasting food crops
to make plastic, researchers have
pioneered new formulations of
biodegradable plastic derived from
feedstock not suitable for food or
feed, such as wood, wheat straw,
bagasse, corn cobs, palm fruit
bunches, switch grass and waste
vegetable oil. In Europe, the Mars
candy company is using potato
waste in its biodegradable wrappers for Snickers bars. Likewise,
there’s no reason why pineapple
or peanut couldn’t work as a feedstock — though market conditions
usually dictate that such products
fetch a higher price as food, especially since they don’t have to be
processed as they would if they
become bioplastic.
Yet another even more futuristic
category of bioplastic feedstock
uses algae or even carbon dioxide
or methane waste to produce biodegradable plastic. These so-called
“third generation” or “nextgen”
feedstocks do double duty by both
creating biodegradable plastic and
removing pollutants that would otherwise contribute to climate change
or eutrophication (an excessive
buildup of nutrients in waterways
that causes a dense growth of plant
life and death of animal life from
lack of oxygen).

While biodegradable plastic is
hardly commonplace yet on store
shelves, there are actions consumers can take to move things along.
Encourage manufacturers to switch
to biodegradable plastics and stop
buying products made with conventional plastic.
Sign the Earth Day Network’s

If we can get production costs down, there’s no technical reason not to replace conventional
petroleum-based plastics with biomass-based biodegradable varieties.
petition to end plastic pollution.
accidentally developed an enzyme part in dealing with the plastic
While no one can reasonably ar- that breaks down conventional problem,” says the University of
gue against replacing conventional plastic into its constituent parts. Portsmouth’s John McGeehan.
plastics with biodegradable ones, This discovery could revolutionize “But the scientific community
researchers from the UK’s Uni- recycling and be a Godsend for who ultimately created these ‘wonversity of Portsmouth and the U.S. marine and terrestrial ecosystems der-materials’, must now use all
Department of Energy’s National beset by plastic waste.
the technology at their disposal to
Renewable Energy Laboratory
“We can all play a significant develop real solutions.”

Covered by Medicare and suffering from Back or Knee Pain?

RELIEVE
YOUR
PAIN NOW!
Learn for FREE how a Back or Knee
Brace can help: 888-918-1625
Give your back or knees the support
and relief they need to reduce your pain

› Fast and Easy Medicare Approvals
› Free Nationwide Shipping

Call 24/7: 888-918-1625
We have other braces available, for your shoulder, neck, ankle and back.

A Help Button Should Go Where You Go!
To be truly independent your personal emergency device needs to work on the go.
Traditional
Help Buttons

At Home
As seen on:

In the Car
On a Walk

1-800-264-6024

On Vacation
At the Park
Shopping
No Contracts, No Hidden Fees, No Risk
Nationwide GPS Location Detection • 24/7/365 Emergency Response Center
$

Optional Fall Button™
FDA Registered

5

2a9lu9e
V

Order Now & Receive a FREE Lockbox!

Place your door key in this box so that emergency personnel can get help to you even faster.
*Service availability and access/coverage on the AT&T network is not available everywhere and at all times. Fall Button™ does not detect 100% of falls. If able, users should always push their help button when they need assistance. Current
GPS location may not always be available in every situation. MobileHelp is a registered trademark and Fall Button is a trademark of MobileHelp. Patented technology. MobileHelp is a FDA registered Medical Device Manufacturer

Places To Go
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Sandy interviews Lori Thompson

By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by Sandy Zimmerman
The Academy Awards are so
thrilling, a spectacle of the greatest
talent in the United States. I always
enjoy the experience of meeting
all of the celebrities along the red
carpet.
Lori Thompson, associated with
Variety, the Children’s Charity of
Southern Nevada, joined me on the
red carpet.
Lori: “This is the ninth Academy
Awards red carpet and Oscar viewing party “Salute to Hollywood.”
Nine years of raising money during
the Oscar party at Brenden Theater. So far we have been very
successful.
SZ: “People don’t realize everybody can come! There’s a different
price to attend the Oscar Viewing
party and to watch the event.”
Lori: “We sell seats to watch the
Oscars for $35 which include $25
worth of concessions because it’s a
long event and $200 for VIP tickets
including a buffet up in Johnny
Brendan’s private suite. It’s a
beautiful two million dollar suite.”
SZ: “You can meet the celebrities, come different ways and walk
the red carpet.”
Lori: “You can stay home and
send your donation to Variety.”
SZ: “It’s so much fun to be here
on the red carpet and experience
the event.”
Lori: “The new park is the Myron Levitt Patrick, the former JC
Park, on Eastern and Saint Louis.
It’s going to take us a while to
actually build the equipment and
put it into the park. We are hoping
to open in September and already
raising money for a second park.
We partnered with the city of Las

Vegas with a matching grant. Variety put in $100,000.00 and they
match the amount. This will be an
all-inclusive park for children with
special needs where they can play
along with regular kids. ”
SZ: “What is your favorite
movie?
Lori: “They all are incredible
but I like the “Shape of Water”.
The film is so important- people
with disabilities, women who are
not treated with respect and on so
many levels. Even the silent movies

Lori Thompson, Variety the Children’s Charity of Southern Nevada.

in the film are incredible. I think
its lovely how they communicate
with us without speaking. I think
everybody finds themselves in it.”
SZ: “The ‘Shape of Water’ is
going to win or ‘Three Billboards
outside Ebbing, Missouri’.”
Variety — The Children’s Charity is an enthusiastic group of business leaders who donate their time,
resources and energy to positively
impact the lives of children in their
own communities and around the
world.

Award-winning talk show host/journalist Sandy Zimmerman.

VARIETY Southern Nevada
has served more than 20,000 children and raised and distributed
more than $7,000,000 in grants
and specialized equipment in our
community.
For information about Variety
— The Children’s Charity events
during the year, contact Variety of
Southern Nevada, at 3401 Sirius
Ave., Suite 1, Las Vegas. Tel: (702)
383-8466; Email: admin@varietysn.org, http://onalv.org/ or http://
www.varietysn.org/.

*****
Award winning Sandy Zimmerman is a syndicated columnist
featuring Show and Dining reviews,
travel, health, spas, luxury and
more. Sandy is talk show host of the
Las Vegas Today Show programs
and Discover the Ultimate Vacation travel specials. If you want
to suggest topics for articles, for
information or to ask any questions
about Sandy’s articles, call 702735-5974 or email szimmerman@
lasvegastribune.com.

VIPs and celebrities enjoyed a buffet of appetizers at the Viewing Party.
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LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE CLASSIFIEDS

To place classified ads in the
Las Vegas Tribune please call
702-426-6022 or 702-426-5902
To place classified
ads in the Las Vegas
Tribune please call
702-426-6022 or
702-426-5902

SPECIAL OFFERS

PERSONALS

Inspire The World
Publish Your Book
Today With
THE MOST RESPECTED
FULL-SERVICE
PUBLISHING FIRM

cf

HEALTH

Call today for your Free Publishing Kit!

800-303-3839

INTERNET/TV OFFERS
OUT WITH CABLE.
IN WITH SAVINGS.

HEARING AID TRIAL!

HOUSING
The support you need to find quality

Get a 100 AT&T Visa® Reward Card
when you sign up for DIRECTV SELECT ™
Package or above.
†

$

45-DAY FREE

W/ 24-mo. agreement. Redemption required.
EARLY TERMINATION FEE OF $20/MO. FOR EACH MONTH REMAINING ON AGMT., $35 ACTIVATION, EQUIP. NON-RETURN & ADD’L FEES APPLY.
New approved residential customers only (equipment lease req’d). Credit card req’d (except MA & PA).

Ask me how to Bundle and save. CALL TODAY!

SENIOR LIVING SOLUTIONS

A Place for Mom has helped over one million families find
senior living solutions that meet their unique needs.

IV SUPPORT HOLDINGS LLC

855-977-8411
†$100 Reward Card for purchase of qualifying DIRECTV SELECT and above; Offer not available in select locations. For new residential customers in the U.S. (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S.V.I.). Residents of select multi-dwelling units are not eligible for this offer. Reward Card: Will be sent letter
with redemption requirements. Redemption req’d w/in 75 days from reward notification mail date. Reward Card delivered within 3-4 weeks after redemption to customers who maintain qualifying service from installation date and through reward fulfillment. Card expires at month-end, 6 mos. after
issuance. No cash access. For cardholder agreement, go to rewardcenter.att.com/myrewardcard/agreement_FSV.pdf. AT&T Reward Card issued by U.S. Bank National Association, pursuant to license from Visa. U.S.A Inc. May not be combined with other promotional offers on same services.
Offer ends 6/30/18. DIRECTV SVC TERMS: Subject to Equipment Lease & Customer Agreements. Must maintain a min. base TV pkg of $29.99/mo. Programming, pricing, terms and conditions subject to change at any time. Visit directv.com/legal or call for details. ©2018 AT&T Intellectual Property.
All Rights Reserved. AT&T, Globe logo, DIRECTV, and all other DIRECTV marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affiliated companies. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

There’s no cost to you!
CALL (855) 559-1886

✔ Buy direct from

manufacturer
✔ 100% Risk-FREE
45-day home trial
✔ FREE shipping
✔ Payment plans available
✔ Licensed professionals
EE
CALL TOLL-FR
IDAY

! We’re paid by our partner communities

MONDAY-FR

8 AM - 5 PM CT

HEALTH

STARTING AT

$299 PER
AID

1-855-900-7480
Order online:

Promo code:
88-206

www.HHEnow.com/tribune

Are You Still Paying Too Much For Your Medications?
Their Price

$

CrestorTM

914.18
Typical US Brand Price

for 40mg x 100

but I’m never alone.
I have Life Alert.®

Call Toll-free: 844-409-8740

Covered by Medicare and suffering from Back or Knee Pain?

RELIEVE YOUR
PAIN NOW!

Presenting the all new Safe
Step Walk-In Tub featuring
MicroSoothe.® It oxygenates,
softens and exfoliates skin,
turning your bath into a spa-like
experience.

Give your back or knees the
support and relief they need to
reduce your pain

› Fast and Easy Medicare
Approvals
› Free Nationwide Shipping

$1500 OFF when you mention this ad.

1-800-396-4503

Call the number below and save an additional $15 plus get free shipping on your
first prescription order with Canada Drug Center. Expires December 31, 2017.
Offer is valid for prescription orders only and can not be used in conjunction with
any other offers. Valid for new customers only. One time use per household. Use
code 15FREE to receive this special offer.

Use of these services is subject to the Terms of Use and accompanying policies at www.canadadrugcenter.com.

1 Selling Walk-In Tub

Call Today
Toll-Free

Get An Extra $15 Off & Free Shipping On
Your 1st Order!

Please note that we do not carry controlled substances and a valid prescription is required for all prescription medication orders.

NORTH #
AMERICA’S

Print & digital formats • Exciting
illustrations • Sold at major retailers

1-800-973-2606

148

Generic equivalent of CrestorTM
Generic price for for 40mg x 100

1-800-538-9279

Most trusted all-in-one publisher

Call today for your Free
Author Submission Kit!

Rosuvastatin*
$

For a FREE brochure call:

SPECIAL OFFERS
Get Your Book Published With

Our Price

You can save up to 97% when you fill your prescriptions with our
Canadian and International prescription service.

Learn for FREE how a Back or
Knee Brace can help: 888-918-1625

CSLB 983603 F13000002885 13HV08744300

You know your FAMILY. We know SENIOR LIVING.
Together, we will ﬁnd the RIGHT PLACE.
INDEPENDENT LIVING • ASSISTED LIVING • MEMORY CARE
A Place for Mom has helped over a million families find senior living solutions that meet their unique needs. Our
Advisors are trusted, local experts who can help you understand your options. Here’s what’s included with our free service:

A dedicated
local Advisor

Hand-picked list
of communities

Full details
and pricing

Help scheduling
tours

Move in
support

There’s no cost to you!
CALL (855) 559-1886
! We’re paid by our partner communities

Joan Lunden, journalist, best-selling author, former host of Good Morning America & senior living advocate.

