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Death of Attorney John Momot shocks
the legal community and clients as well

By Rolando Larraz
Las Vegas Tribune
It may have been expected,
but nevertheless the death of well
known Las Vegas criminal defense
attorney John Joseph Momot was
a shock to his large number of
colleagues, clients and friends.
This popular defense attorney had
developed a reputation like none
other throughout the years.
Momot had been ill for some
time, but even with his green oxygen tank, his impeccable dress
and amicable self, always well
respected, was seen daily at the

My Point
of View
By Rolando Larraz

What is wrong with people nowadays? They become well known
from one day to the next, and then
they think their opinion is the most
important thing the world needs
to hear and that they are going to
change everything and/or everyone.
Before any of those people who
adore blasting me, criticizing me,
and finding more things to complain about regarding me, start up
again, I have to make the disclaimer
that I am very well aware that this
week’s comments are almost two
weeks old, but I have the excuse
that I was in the hospital suffering
from a heart attack; nevertheless the
subject of this column is written in
present tense as if it all happened
just yesterday.
Criticizing First Lady Melania
Trump because of her accent is the
most ridiculous comment I have
heard about since she is the most
beautiful, most elegant and perhaps
most educated First Lady the nation
has had in a very long time.
Late-night host Jimmy Kimmel
made fun of first lady Melania
Trump’s appearance at the White
House Easter Egg Roll. Included
in the jokes was a quip about her
accent, something some on social
media found offensive.
It was offensive, but was also
disrespectful and a low blow by
Jimmy Kimmel since he became
almost human after he left (without graduating from) Clark High
School.
I have never seen Jimmy Kimmel before in my life and have
never seen his late night show, but
I came to like him a little because
I learned that he attended Clark
High School, and I am kind of sentimental about that, even if I don’t
remember why Clark has been in
my heart since it opened in the late
‘60s; maybe I dated someone who
graduated from Clark. Who knows,
but now I don’t care and don’t like
Jimmy Kimmel anymore.
I never heard anyone making fun
of Arnold Schwarzenegger, who
no one can even understand, after
he became well known because he
married into the Kennedy family
— the alleged royal family of the
United States of America.
I would like Jimmy Kimmel to
tell me when we last had a First
Lady so beautiful, so elegant,
and who speaks seven languages,
because I am too old and do not
remember any one so far; beside
how many languages do you, Jimmy Kimmel, speak, with or without
an accent?
I never heard anyone making fun
of Zsa Zsa Gabor’s accent, or her
sister Eva Gabor, from the Green
Acres television show, while admiring their overall beauty, which obviously included their voluptuous
body frames.
Maybe, only maybe — after all,
(See My Point of View, Page 2)

JOHN JOSEPH MOMOT

Regional Justice Center, serving
and protecting his clients.
He had built a reputation equal
to none, was respected and even
admired by judges, attorneys on
both sides, and court personnel; in
fact, all the people we’ve spoken
to about this admirable attorney
praised him. John Momot was probably the most loved and respected
member of the legal community
and the Las Vegas community in
general.
Another famous Las Vegas criminal defense attorney and a former
Las Vegas Mayor, Oscar Goodman,
told Las Vegas Tribune, “John
was the consummate professional,
always placing his client’s best interest at the fore. He was tenacious
and fearless in his representation of
the downtrodden and underdogs.
Loyal and selfless to a fault.”
Goodman and Momot shared the
fame and spotlight of the golden

era of Las Vegas for many years,
defending famous and not so famous clients equally, becoming
the dream attorneys that everyone
wished to have.
John suffered the maximum pain
of losing his son Joseph, named after his dear brother Joe, at the young
age of 43, but no one ever saw his
pain reflected in his work or in his
dealing with the many legal cases
his office handled.
Las Vegas Mayor Carolyn Goodman stated, “John was a longtime
friend and member of our extended
family who will be missed. He was
a fine, caring lawyer and a devoted
family man.”
Las Vegas Justice Court Judge
Joseph Sciscento, via telephone,
told the Las Vegas Tribune: “John
was always known and seen as
‘the lawyer’s lawyer.’ I remember
when I first started practicing law,
(See John Momot, Page 3)

Census should ask about citizenship

By Thomas Mitchell
Ignorance is not bliss.
Eighteen states and the District
of Columbia have sued in an effort
to block the 2020 Census from
asking about citizenship status,
claiming the question will prompt
illegal immigrants to not respond
and thus result in an undercount of
population. That, they say, could
result in the loss of congressional
representation and federal funding
for states, such as California, that
have large immigrant populations.
According to the 14th Amendment, “Representatives shall be ap-

portioned among the several States
according to their respective numbers, counting the whole number
of persons in each State, excluding
Indians not taxed.” That’s the whole
number of persons, not just citizens.
The stakes for Nevada are also
high.
According to a Pew Research
report, in 2012 Nevada’s population included 7.6 percent illegal
immigrants, its workforce was
10.2 percent illegals and its school
enrollment included 17.7 percent
whose parents are not in the country
(See Census, Page 4)

By Morgan Chalfant
and Olivia Beavers
The Hill
Former FBI Director James
Comey’s public feud with President Trump is growing strikingly
personal.
In a tell-all book released Tuesday, Comey writes that Trump
wanted him to disprove allegations
he had a salacious encounter with
prostitutes in Moscow, in an effort to reassure his wife, Melania
Trump.

Comey also writes dismissively
of Trump’s appearance, recalling
white bags under his eyes, contrasting with orange skin, that he surmised came from wearing goggles
during tanning sessions.
The vindictive tone of Comey’s
observations stunned Washington,
raising concerns even among those
who know and respect the former
FBI director.
“I’m troubled by it,” said Ron
Hosko, a former FBI official who
(See Comey-Trump Feud, Page 5)

Comey-Trump feud takes vicious turn

Cohen’s negative headlines are
complicating Trump’s political life

By Niall Stanage
The Hill
Michael Cohen’s long and close
relationship with President Trump
and his propensity for attracting
negative headlines are becoming
bigger problems for the White
House.
People in the president’s orbit
have told The Hill they are deeply
concerned about the new focus on
Cohen, who long served as Trump’s

personal attorney.
Their barely-disguised worries
center on the idea that Cohen
could have been involved in shady
activities that would damage the
president if they were exposed.
Their broader fear is that investigations into the president have
shifted onto his business dealings
rather than the narrower issue of
whether his 2016 campaign colluded with Russia.

Warning sirens have flashed
since the raids on Cohen took place
just a week ago.
Experts note that law enforcement needed to make a compelling
case for a warrant to search an
attorney’s office.
Renato Mariotti, a former federal prosecutor now in private
practice, noted that press reports
had indicated that communications
(See Cohen’s Headlines, Page 6)

Former first lady Barbara Bush dies at 92
By Luis Sanchez
The Hill
Former first lady Barbara Bush
died Tuesday at the age of 92, a
spokesman announced in a statement.
“A former First Lady of the
United States of America and
relentless proponent of family literacy, Barbara Pierce Bush passed
away Tuesday, April 17, 2018 at
the age of 92,” the statement from
the office of her husband, former
President George H.W. Bush, said.
Bush is survived by her husband, five children — including

former President George W. Bush
— and her brother Scott Pierce, as
well as 17 grandchildren and seven
great-grandchildren.
She had been hospitalized multiple times throughout the year due
to complications involving chronic
obstructive pulmonary disease and
congestive heart failure.
In her final days, she had decided
against seeking additional medical
treatment and instead chose to focus
on comfort care while living in her
home in Houston.
Barbara Bush was born in 1925
(See Barbara Bush, Page 3)
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What shall it profit a man to own a newspaper?

By Thomas Mitchell
The print edition of the Las
Vegas newspaper direly warns that
this country’s newspapers could
become thinner or even disappear
altogether because of tariffs as
high as 32 percent being placed on
newsprint imported from Canada.
For some inexplicable reason the
story cannot be found on the paper’s
website, but has been replicated at
the PressReader website.
“It’s very possible that inadequate newsprint reserves will
affect the page counts of the Review-Journal and perhaps that of
our partner in the joint-operating
agreement, the Las Vegas Sun,”
Review-Journal Publisher and
Editor Keith Moyer was quoted

Newsprint heading to the presses.
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(Continued from Page 1)
I also speak with an accent — Jimmy Kimmel is too busy criticizing
people’s accents to notice their
beautiful face or figure, to say nothing of being tuned in to their intelligence and multi-lingual abilities.
No matter what the Trump
family does or says, the liberal entertainers of the Obama era and the
wannabe socialist media will find
reasons for complaining, criticizing, and attacking the First Family
of our nation, and ways to bring it
all to the attention of the public.
Remember the high heels episode during a hurricane trip? No
one could assume that the First
Lady would be clever enough to
have a change of clothes to be
able to look different at the end
of their destination? Oh, I forget
— Air Force One may not have a

bathroom or a private area where
the first family could refresh themselves or change clothes before
landing at wherever destination was
on their agenda.
When are these communistic
anti-Trumpists going to make good
their promises that “If Trump wins,
I will move to another country”?
It is about time for them to make
good that promise and let the First
Family alone.
I think that the Las Vegas Tribune newspaper was the only outlet
that criticized the former First Lady
for spending millions on taking her
family, her family’s family and a
friend to Spain at an astronomical
price — paid for by the taxpayers
of this nation — but that apparently
was OK because it was the Obama
family and the Obama’s could do
no wrong.

as saying. “We’ll do everything
possible to keep popular features
in the print edition every day, and if
we have to cut some content, we’ll
publish the newspaper in full for
our e-Edition.”
He did not mention that the
paper already has cut pages this
year, dropping the Sunday opinion
section from six pages to four and
cutting out op-ed pages on Wednesdays and Fridays. It also appears the
paper is being printed on thinner
newsprint stock, possibly down
to 30-pound stock from 32-pound
stock. The tell tale is the curling of
the pages.
That was before the tariffs.
The poor mouthing comes after
the newspaper recently reported
that its owner, billionaire casino
owner Sheldon Adelson’s annual

salary at the Las Vegas Sands was
doubled in 2017 to $26.1 million.
Adelson purchased the paper two
years ago for $140 million — $38
million more than the previous
owner had paid nine months earlier.
As for that joint-operating agreement “partner” feeling the pinch
of newsprint prices, the Sun for a
month earlier this year ran a daily
front page announcement saying
that it is now charging for access to
its online content, the Sun contracted to get a percentage of the R-J’s
profits, but there are no profits, the
article said.
The article notes that, while putting news online is an option, it is
print advertising that is the primary
source of revenue and profits, if
any, for most newspapers. But, if it
(See Newsprint Tariffs, Page 3)

Jimmy Kimmel needs to start
working on his lines, on his jokes
and on his repertoire because soon
no one is going to be available to
see the reruns of his boring shows.
Someone asked me right after
I got out of the hospital why such
an anti-corruption person like myself can support President Donald
Trump, but the person who asked
that question did not give me the
opportunity to reply — and that is
because he or she was not interested
in hearing what I had to say about
why I support Donald Trump.
I support President Trump because I believe he has the best
interests of this nation at heart and
because I think he is doing some of
what he plans to do, the right way.
Of course there are a few things that
he could do better, but he may not
be as superhuman as we’d like to

think he is, and he may make some
mistakes.
Almost every campaign promise
he made he is trying to accomplish
— in between fighting the liberal
media, the socialist politicians and
the two-faced Republicans who
have all teamed up with the rest of
the anti-Trump groups to make our
president’s job difficult to accomplish. But what do I know? After all,
I speak with an accent, and if it were
not for my “best editor on earth,” I
would even write with an accent.
My name is Rolando Larraz, and
as always, I approved this column.
Rolando Larraz is Editor in
Chief of the Las Vegas Tribune.
His column appears weekly in this
newspaper. To contact Rolando
Larraz, email him at: Rlarraz@
lasvegastribune.com or at 702272-4634.
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Quote of the Week:

“It is not what you can
do for your country, but
what you can do for all
of mankind.”
—Mike Norton
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Cannabis giant MedMen opens the largest and
most advanced cannabis factory in Nevada
Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
MedMen, the country’s most
recognized cannabis brand, opened
a 45,000-square-foot, state-of-art
marijuana factory near Reno, bringing the most advanced cultivation
and extraction technology to the
state’s fast-growing marijuana
industry.
Los Angeles-based MedMen
Enterprises, which owns and operates state licensed marijuana
facilities in Nevada, California and
New York, began construction in
late 2016. The company expects the
facility to produce approximately
10,000 pounds of high quality
cannabis annually, and extracts for
edibles and vaporizers. Nevada’s
sales are estimated to reach $630
million in annual sales by 2020
according to New Frontier.
“Nevada is an important, strategic market in the nation’s evolving
cannabis industry,” said Adam
Bierman, Chief Executive and
Co-founder of MedMen. “It was
one of the first eight states to legalize adult use, and millions of
people from all over the world visit
the state every year. Getting it right
in Nevada is important for the state
and for our industry as a whole. We
are proud to be setting the bar with
what is the most high-tech cannabis

safety standards organization.
MedMen has also partnered with
LED lighting technology leader
Fluence Bioengineering to develop
the latest in horticulture lighting.
The company will replicate the
factory in Desert Hot Springs, CA,
and Utica, NY.
The MedMen factory features:
—A 26,000-square-foot, stateof-the-art greenhouse manufactured
in Holland
—A tissue culture lab that produces healthier, germ-free plants
—A flowering room with a
25,000-plant capacity
—Capability of producing
10,000 pounds annually

Face the Tribune Guest

facility in the country.”
Bierman, along with MedMen
President and Co-founder Andrew
Modlin and several dignitaries
attended a ribbon cutting event
marking the official opening of the
factory.
“This is the future of cannabis,”
Modlin declared as he cut the
ribbon.

Barbara Bush

Attendees toured the factory to
learn about its advanced features,
including pressurized rooms that
control air flow and tissue culture
labs to develop healthier crops. The
facility will adhere to the highest
quality and safety standards in
the industry today. MedMen is a
contributing member of ASTM
International, a global quality and

(Continued from Page 1)
to Pauline and Marvin Pierce in New York City and
was raised in the suburban town of Rye, N.Y.
She met her future husband when she was 16, and
they became engaged a year and a half later.
After her husband graduated from Yale, the two
moved to Texas where George worked in the oil
industry.
They had six children, including George W. Bush
and Jeb Bush, who would become governor of Florida
and mount an unsuccessful presidential campaign
during the 2016 race.
Barbara Bush sometimes sparked controversy for
views that did not align with the Republican Party’s
platform, including her support of the Equal Rights
Amendment during her husband’s failed 1980 presidential bid.
She also caused a stir in 1992, when her husband

was president, after she referred to homosexuality as
a “personal choice” and called on the party to drop its
opposition to abortion.
As first lady, Barbara Bush made the promotion of
literacy her special cause, calling it the “most important issue we have.”
She also founded the nonprofit Barbara Bush
Foundation for Family Literacy.
Barbara Bush had said that if more people knew
how to read and write, “we could be much closer
to solving so many other problems that our country
faces.”
She participated in other causes as well, including
those involving the homeless, AIDS, the elderly and
school volunteer programs.
The former first lady has said that people tended
to like her because they know, “I’m fair and I like
children, and I adore my husband.”

(Continued from Page 1)
he was bigger than life in the legal community. He
commanded respect in the courtroom, not by yelling
or theatrics, but by his knowledge of the law and professional demeanor. I will miss John as a friend and
one of the sharpest dressed attorneys in Las Vegas.
One thing that makes me smile is realizing that John
will be advocating for the downtrodden and wayward
souls at the pearly gates. Saint Peter, you have met
your match.”
Municipal Court Judge Cedric Kerns: “John was
respected by prosecutors, defense and the bench. He
was always professional and on point. Las Vegas lost
a great man and great attorney.”
Most recently John showed his professionalism
and caring for the judicial system when he placed his
name to be appointed to the bench, but later withdraw
his name when he learned of his illness because he did
not want to win the appointment and then, if anything
happened to him, the court would have to start all over
again to find a replacement for his position.
Many attorneys and today’s judges have worked
with John Momot and many have been tutored,
lectured and supported by him; one that comes to
mind is Justice Court Judge Amy Chellini, who was
“too busy running errands” to respond to Las Vegas
Tribune’s request to make a comment on her friend
and mentor’s death.
Municipal Court Judge Bert M. Brown called the
Las Vegas Tribune office and gave a memorable opinion of John Momot, who died last week at the age of
74; “It was with great sadness hearing of the loss of
John Momot. He was one of my favorites. He was well
respected by both prosecutors and defense attorneys.
Often, I would see John counseling a younger attorney

on the best way to handle an issue. He was always
polite and humble. I will miss him.”
Senior District Court Judge Joe Bonaventure Sr.
remembers John Momot from their days as Public
Defenders back in 1972, before each of them took a
different path: “John took private practice, turning into
a very good defense attorney, and I took public service,” reminisced Judge Bonaventure Sr., who became
one of the best and most respected jurists of our times.
“John was from New Jersey and I am from New
York so we became good friends and maintained
that friendship all along,” stated Judge Bonaventure
during a pleasant surprise telephone call to the Las
Vegas Tribune.
This writer had the opportunity of being welcome
at John Momot’s office on many occasions, when we
exchanged old-time stories and recent courthouse
news; we also strolled the food aisles of the Rancho
and Charleston Smith Food Center together while we
each shopped. Speaking with John Momot — or even
better, listening to John Momot — was like receiving
knowledge that cannot be learned in any university
or law school.
Momot played the role of himself in the 1995
Martin Scorsese film “Casino,” and in real life was
part of the Las Vegas ‘trial of the century’ while on
the defense team during the Teddy Binion murder
case. He also defended Margaret Rudin in her well
publicized trial when she was accused of the death
of her husband.
Funeral arrangements were not available at the time
of this writing, but as soon as they are made public,
the Las Vegas Tribune will post those arrangements on
the newspaper’s website, www.lasvegastribune.com.

John Momot

—Bakery and chocolate kitchen
—Butane and CO2 extraction
rooms
—Flash-freeze room to preserve
fresh flower
—High-tech analytics lab
MedMen Enterprises is the
United States’ preeminent cannabis
company with assets and operations
in key markets. It is one of the most
recognized brands in the cannabis
world today. Based in Los Angeles, MedMen employs nearly 700
workers, and is the single largest
financial supporter of progressive
marijuana laws.
For more information, visit
http://www.medmen.com.

Marco Hernandez to appear
on ‘Face The Tribune’

Marco Hernandez is a proud
American immigrant, family
man, hard worker and neighbor
who wants to ensure that Clark
County is a fair and high quality
place for all people to call home.
Radio Tribune has invited
Marco Hernandez because we
believe that the Hispanic vote has
been ignored and voided in the
County Commission for a very
long time.
Marco Hernandez has a unique
perspective on the needs of our
community because he has lived
in District E since he was fifteen.
His children attend school in the
Marco Hernandez
Clark County school district, and
his father is a senior, living in District E.
Over the years, Marco has participated in community events, volunteered for youth activities and sports, and has also organized and
participated in neighborhood cleanups.
Marco Hernandez is coming to District E with the intention of
working with the rest of the elected officials in the commission to
better the community as a whole.
Marco’s opponent is only interested in those socialist ideas of any
other candidate hoping for that seat. Marco is not coming to District
E to push for a sanctuary county or to change the longtime name of
our airport.
“Radio Tribune or Face The Tribune shows are not aware of Hernandez’s position on marijuana, but he is not running for a judicial
position and that is why we invited him to speak to the community
and offer an opportunity for the residents of District E hear his viewpoint, his plans and his ideas for bringing District E back to normal
after years of being corrupted by a socialist mentality,” said Tribune
General Manager, Perly Viasmensky.
Growing up with a stepmother who worked on the Planning County
Commission in California inspired Marco to help others. Marco Hernandez also understands the personal needs of the everyday citizen.
Marco has been working hard for an honest wage since high school.
He started in the service/casino industry as a young adult and has
spent most of his career as a proud union member with the Laborers
Local 872.
Marco moved quickly up the ranks giving him firsthand knowledge and background in the necessary means for job creation from
the ground up — from landowner, to developer, to workers’ rights.
Marco’s knowledge of creating jobs, quality growth, successful
business, and most importantly, his understanding of the needs of the
people in our community are reasons enough why Marco is the best
choice to serve on the Clark County Commission.

Newsprint Tariffs

(Continued from Page 2)
comes down to it and print pages have to be reduced, the article said the
paper is considering adding pages to its e-Edition, an electronic replica
of the paper available online for print subscribers.
The morning paper ran an editorial a couple of weeks ago bemoaning
the tariff hike.
A recent front page print story mentions that the News Media Alliance
is conducting a propaganda, er, education campaign about the newsprint
tariffs. The organization encourages people to contact Congress through
a website: stopnewsprinttariffs.org. The campaign has the snappy title
of Stop Tariffs on Printers and Publishers (STOPP) and warns that the
tariffs threaten an estimated 600,000 jobs across the U.S. printing and
publishing industry.
Now, don’t you feel sorry for Sheldon?

Trump order targets wide swath
of public assistance programs
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By Nathaniel Weixel
The Hill
The Trump administration is seeking to
completely revamp the country’s social safety
net, targeting recipients of Medicaid, food
stamps and housing assistance.
Trump is doing so thorough a sweeping
executive order that was quietly issued earlier this week — and that largely flew under
the radar.
It calls on the Departments of Health and
Human Services, Housing and Urban Development, Agriculture and other agencies
across the federal government to craft new
rules requiring that beneficiaries of a host of
programs work or lose their benefits.
Trump argued with the order, which has
been in the works since last year, that the programs have grown too large while failing to
move needy people out of government help.
“Since its inception, the welfare system
has grown into a large bureaucracy that might
be susceptible to measuring success by how
many people are enrolled in a program rather
than by how many have moved from poverty
into financial independence,” it states.
The order is directed at “any program
that provides means-tested assistance or
other assistance that provides benefits to
people, households or families that have low
incomes.”
Democrats have blasted the effort, arguing the order blends the issues of welfare
and broader public assistance programs in a
deliberate way they say is intended to lower
support for popular initiatives.
“Welfare” has historically been used
to describe cash assistance programs like
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families.
Democrats and liberal activists say the Trump
administration is seeking to expand the
definition of welfare to mean food stamps,
Medicaid and other programs as a way to
demonize them.
“This executive order perpetuates false
and racist stereotypes about certain groups

supposedly taking advantage of government
assistance,” House Democratic Whip Steny
Hoyer (Md.) and Rep. Barbara Lee (D-Calif.)
said in a joint statement reacting to the order.
President Trump “is trying to erect a
smokescreen in the shape of Reagan’s ‘welfare queen’ so people don’t see he’s coming
after the entire middle and working class,”
said Rebecca Vallas, managing director of
the Center for American Progress’s Poverty
to Prosperity Program.
Welfare reform has long been a goal of
GOP lawmakers, and there’s broad support
in the Republican conference for changing
the federal safety net to impose stricter work
requirements and block grant state funding
for programs like Medicaid and food stamps.
While noting that he hadn’t seen the specific text of the executive order, Rep. Tom
Cole (R-Okla.) said he supports the concept.
“For able-bodied, single adults, I certainly
favor work requirements,” Cole said.
With Republicans in total control of the

government, conservatives have been hoping for a major legislative push to overhaul
federal assistance programs.
Speaker Paul Ryan (R-Wis.) late last year
said he wanted Republicans to work on entitlement reform, with a focus on promoting
work and career-based education.
“We want to smooth the path from welfare
to work, pull people out of poverty, pull people out of welfare,” Ryan said in December.
Robert Rector, a senior research fellow
at the Heritage Institute, said the executive
order is meant to signal support to congressional Republicans.
“[Administration officials] have been
talking to Congress, and the executive order
is designed to set the table for them,” Rector
said. “Do what they can in the executive
branch, and give support to similar efforts
on the Hill.”
But a short legislative calendar and a slim
Republican majority in the Senate mean the
administration may be largely on its own.

Agencies are limited in what changes
they can make to their programs, so comprehensive welfare reform may be off the table
without major legislation.
Republicans have already acknowledged
they won’t be able to cut spending on entitlement programs like Medicare, Medicaid and
Social Security.
“I think it’s very tough to get this thing
through the Senate when it requires 60 votes.
I certainly don’t have any problem with the
president taking initiative,” Cole said.
The executive order doesn’t set any new
policy, but Center for American Progress’s
Vallas said the order is important as a messaging document, and it shows that Trump is
willing to act without Congress.
“This is more of President Trump not being content to wait for Congress to dismantle
these programs. This is him wanting to take
matters into his own hands,” Vallas said.
The order follows policy shifts already
underway at various agencies.
Health and Human Services officials have
encouraged states to pursue work requirements for Medicaid beneficiaries. Arkansas,
Indiana and Kentucky have already been
granted such waivers, and several other
states have waivers pending with the administration.
Earlier this year, the Agriculture Department sought input on “innovative ideas to
promote work and self-sufficiency among
able-bodied adults” participating in the food
stamp program.
In Congress, House Republicans unveiled
a provision in the 2018 farm bill to expand
mandatory work requirements in the food
stamp program. The broader legislation will
be marked up later this month, but it faces a
long uphill battle.
The administration’s effort could also
face legal challenges. Medicaid advocates
in Kentucky have already sued over the
work requirements, and additional safety net
changes could provoke even more lawsuits.

(Continued from Page 1)
legally. All of those levels were the highest
in the nation and climbing.
According to estimates posted by the
Census Bureau in July, fully 19.3 percent of
Nevada residents were foreign born. Fully
27 percent of Californians were foreign
born. The problem is that there is no accurate
number for how many of those have attained
citizenship or legal residency.
The citizenship question was asked up until 1950 and is still asked on the more detailed
American Community Survey that goes to
about 2.6 percent of the population each year.
The Census Bureau explains why the
citizenship and place of birth questions are
on the long form: “We ask about people in
the community born in other countries in
combination with information about housing,
language spoken at home, employment, and
education, to help government and communities enforce laws, regulations, and policies
against discrimination based on national

origin. For example, these data are used to
support the enforcement responsibilities
under the Voting Rights Act to investigate
differences in voter participation rates and
to enforce other laws and policies regarding
bilingual requirements.”
Those who oppose asking about citizenship status do so under the purely speculative
supposition that non-citizens will spurn the
census entirely, ignoring the fact the Census
Bureau is legally bound by strict confidentiality requirements. It may not share individual
data with ICE, the IRS, the FBI, the CIA or
anyone.
Additionally, refusing to comply with the
Census can result in a $100 fine and providing
false data can result in a $500 fine, though
reportedly no one has been fined since 1970.
Nevada Democratic Sen. Catherine Cortez
Masto railed, “This decision trades the accuracy of a census designed to provide complete
count of the entire nation’s population for a
political win for President Trump. This is a

direct attack on immigrant populations that
could lead to undercounted and underfunded
minority districts across the country. It is an
assault on our representative democracy and
our Constitution which requires a complete
and accurate count of everyone living in the
country, no matter their citizenship status.”
Nevada Rep. Jacky Rosen, a Democrat
running for Republican Sen. Dean Heller’s
seat, said the citizenship question “politicizes
the census and drags its integrity into question. It’s clear that the Trump administration
is looking to ensure Nevada’s immigrant
communities are underserved and underrepresented for the next decade.”
The mostly Democratic-majority states
that are suing over the Census question about
citizenship are claiming the knowledge will
somehow dilute minority representation, but
the opposite is the case.
A Wall Street Journal editorial recently
pointed out, “The progressive critics are also
missing that Commerce says the Justice De-

partment requested the citizenship question
to continue a longtime progressive policy:
to wit, enforcing Section 2 of the Voting
Rights Act, which prohibits voting practices
that discriminate by race. Justice supposedly
needs detailed data on citizen voting-age population by census block, which the American
Community Survey doesn’t provide.”
Hans von Spakovsky explained in an
essay penned for The Heritage Foundation,
“Citizenship information collected in the
2000 census was vital to our efforts to enforce
the Voting Rights Act when I worked at the
U.S. Department of Justice. When reviewing
claims of whether the voting strength of
minority voters was being diluted in redistricting, it was essential to know the size of
the citizen voting age population.”
So it certainly seems that the self-styled
progressives are ignoring the facts, the statistics and the well-being of those they claim
to wish to protect.

Census
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Clinton allies seethe with rage at Comey

By Amie Parnes
The Hill
Allies and advisers to Hillary
Clinton can finally agree with
President Trump on one thing:
former FBI Director James Comey
is no hero.
After reading excerpts from
Comey’s new book, “A Higher
Loyalty: Truth, Lies, and Leadership,” and watching his first interview since being fired, with ABC
anchor George Stephanopoulos on
Sunday night, former aides on the
Clinton campaign are collectively
gnashing their teeth.
“Of course they’re upset,” said
Patti Solis Doyle, who served as
Clinton’s campaign manager during
her 2008 presidential bid. “How
could you not be if you worked on
that campaign?”
“I think he displayed unreliably
poor judgment in the Clinton investigation by bucking [Department
of Justice] procedures and having
a press conference when there
were no charges brought, and I
think he has displayed incredibly
poor judgment in the timing of this
book before the end of the [Robert]
Mueller investigation,” she added.
While much of the coverage
generated by Comey’s book has
centered on his feud with Trump,
Clinton allies are focused on his
disclosures about the 2016 election.
They are particularly incensed
by Comey’s acknowledgment that,
when deciding how to handle the
investigation into Clinton’s email
server, he took into account polls
showing she would win the White
House.
“Nobody is satisfied with anything he’s been saying,” said one
longtime Clinton adviser. “We
thought that Comey was always a

factor in her loss, but now nobody
can deny that perceptions were
changed because of it.”
“I’ve made peace with it, but
it’s still a punch in the gut,” the
adviser said.
Clinton and her allies have
argued that Comey helped swing
the election to Trump when he
announced in late October 2016
that he was reopening the FBI’s
email investigation. He made that
decision after new emails were
uncovered on the laptop of Anthony
Weiner, the husband of longtime
Clinton aide Huma Abedin.
John Podesta, who served as
the campaign’s chairman, said
on Twitter that Comey’s letter to
lawmakers in 2016 that informed
them that the FBI was reopening the
investigation was “one of the worst
errors of judgment in post-Hoover
FBI history,” referring to former
Director J. Edgar Hoover.
Over the weekend, Jennifer

(Continued from Page 1)
worked under Comey. “It seems
very, very personal, vengeful …
even if true.”
The new book has reignited the
feud between Comey and Trump
that has raged for more than a year,
since Comey first confirmed the
existence of the investigation into
Russian interference in the election
and whether there was collusion
between Trump’s campaign and
Moscow.
Trump has gone on offense,
labeling Comey an “untruthful
slimeball” and a “leaker” deserving
of prosecution.
Republicans, meanwhile, are
mounting an all-out campaign
against the former FBI director,
attacking his credibility.
Rep. Pete King (R-N.Y.) told
reporters Friday his opinion of
Comey has changed in light of the
new excerpts, saying they reveal
a “personal vendetta against the
president.”
“Comey’s saying all these things
about the president. … To me it is
not justified at all — it shows to me
a bit of pettiness or bitchiness on
Comey’s part,” King said. “I had a
much higher regard for Jim Comey
before all of this.”
Democrats disagree.
“There’s no low blows when
it comes to this president,” said
Rep. Ruben Gallego (D-Ariz.).
“He’s lowered the bar so far that he
doesn’t deserve the same amount of
respect that other presidents have
in the past. So I’m not going to
criticize somebody for not holding
back.”
The drama is creating a new
distraction for a White House that is
frequently engulfed by controversy.

Comey’s book dominated the White
House press briefing on Friday,
during which press secretary Sarah
Huckabee Sanders labeled the fired
FBI director a “disgraced partisan
hack.”
Alex Conant, communications
director for Sen. Marco Rubio’s
(R-Fla.) 2016 campaign, said the
White House has lacked a messaging strategy in recent weeks,
forcing aides to be reactive.
“They sold a lot of Michael
Wolff’s books for him,” quipped
Conant, now a partner at Firehouse
Strategies. “Given their frontal
attacks on Comey already, they’re
going to sell a lot of his books as
well.”
During his tenure at the FBI,
Comey, a Republican, earned respect from inside and outside the
bureau and was, by many accounts,
a capable director. Before being
nominated by former President
Obama to lead the FBI, his reputation for independence was solidified by a famous confrontation
with officials in the George W. Bush
White House over a surveillance
program.
But Comey became enshrouded
in political controversy in his final
months over his handling of the
investigations into Hillary Clinton
and Trump, drawing the ire of both
parties.
The president abruptly fired
Comey last May, a move his aides
initially pinned on a recommendation from the Justice Department
but that the president later suggested he did at his own accord,
motivated in part by the Russia
investigation.
Comey first heard the news
about his firing while addressing

Comey-Trump Feud

Palmieri, who served as Clinton’s
communications director, told CNN
that Comey worked “very clearly
outside of the bounds of how the
FBI is supposed to operate.”
And on Monday morning, hours
after the ABC interview aired,
former Clinton spokesman Nick
Merrill took to Twitter and ripped
Comey for the July 2016 press
conference where the FBI chief
scolded Clinton for her “extremely
careless” use of a private server.
Merrill questioned Comey’s use
of the word maybe — 37 times —
during the ABC interview. “For a
lawyer and law enforcement professional at the highest levels, it’s
a curious tactic, but useful when
talking to press, allowing him to
avoid having to be too definitive
about anything,” Merrill wrote in
a thread of tweets about Comey.
“So here we are,” Merrill wrote.
“With more questions than we
started and fewer answers. Just 37

maybes and reopened wounds and
every sign that hubris won the day
and put the most self-involved,
destructive leader the U.S. has ever
known into the Oval Office.”
“At the end of the day Hillary
Clinton used her own email address. No laws were broken, no
one was hurt, our national security
wasn’t threatened. It was a dumb
mistake and a far dumber scandal,
as she herself has said many times,”
he wrote.
Yet Comey’s book did bring one
damaging disclosure for the Clinton camp: It reveals that advisers
to Clinton were wrong when they
insisted in the summer of 2015 that
the FBI had not opened a criminal
investigation into Clinton’s email
server, as was reported by The New
York Times.
Clinton aides forced the Times
to make corrections to their story,
but the original report “was much
closer to the mark,” Comey wrote.
“By the time of the news story,
we had a full criminal investigation
open, focused on the secretary’s
conduct,” Comey wrote.
Palmieri told the Times she was
unaware of the criminal investigation when she and other aides wrote
a lengthy statement denying the
Times story.
Clinton allies have focused on
other lines in the book where Comey accounts for his handling of the
email probe — and in particular,
his acknowledgment that politics
played a role in his decision to announce that the investigation was
being reopened.
“It is entirely possible that, because I was making decisions in an
environment where Hillary Clinton
was sure to be the next president,
my concern about making her an

illegitimate president by concealing the restarted investigation bore
greater weight than it would have
if the election appeared closer or
if Donald Trump were ahead in all
polls,” Comey wrote.
During his interview on ABC,
Comey also said he “should’ve
worked harder to find a way to convey” at the July press conference
that Clinton’s use of a personal
email server is “more than just the
ordinary mistake, but it’s not criminal behavior.”
“One has to wonder if the strong
rhetoric he uses about President
Trump is fueled in part by a sense
that he may have been responsible
for helping elect him,” one longtime Clinton adviser surmised.
Still, some Clinton allies don’t
blame her loss on Comey.
Tracy Sefl, who served as a surrogate for Clinton’s 2016 bid, said
that while she can “recognize and
rue the role of Comey’s actions”
in the outcome, it wasn’t the only
factor that made Trump president.
“I have long believed most voters had made their decisions before
then,” Sefl said. “The ultimate
Electoral College loss cannot be
attributed to swaths of voters in,
say, Wisconsin, who’d been riveted
to that saga’s every cable news and
Twitter twist and turn.”
Solis Doyle acknowledged that
no one will ever know if Comey’s
decision to reopen the inquiry into
Clinton’s emails was the decisive
factor in her defeat.
“But if it convinced one person
to stay home, it had an effect on the
election,” she said.
Added the longtime Clinton
adviser: “Sometimes the history of
the world turns on the choices of
one person.”

FBI employees in Los Angeles,
initially shrugging off the reports as
some sort of prank before the official termination letter arrived at his
D.C. office, according to reports.
He became the second director
in the FBI’s history to be fired; the
move cut short Comey’s 10-year
tenure by six years.
It was Comey’s firing that ultimately led to the appointment of
special counsel Robert Mueller
to lead the now-sprawling probe,
which most recently ensnared
Trump’s personal lawyer, Michael
Cohen.
Last June, Comey provided
dramatic testimony to Congress on
the circumstances of his dismissal.
Before the Senate Intelligence
Committee, Comey said Trump directed him to end the investigation
into Michael Flynn, the president’s
onetime national security adviser

who has since pleaded guilty in
Mueller’s probe to lying to FBI
agents. Trump says Comey is lying.
Since that testimony, Comey has
largely been silent, apart from the
occasional tweet, while working
on his book.
The release of the book now
affords Comey a fresh opportunity
to step into the spotlight and tell
his version of events, addressing
his relationship with Trump as well
as his controversial handling of the
Clinton email investigation.
In the book, Comey expresses
regret for his explanation of the
investigation into Clinton’s use of a
private server for government business. Clinton and her aides have
argued Comey’s decision to revive
the probe days before the election
contributed to her loss.
“I’m sorry that I couldn’t do
a better job explaining to her and

her supporters why I made the decisions I made,” he writes.
He also says his handling of the
Clinton investigation was likely
affected by his expectation that she
would win the White House.
Comey’s promotional tour will
begin with an interview on ABC
Sunday night, followed by a flurry
of other media appearances.
Hosko, who worked for eight
months under Comey and describes
him as a “smart, articulate, experienced engaging person,” nevertheless raised questions about the
potential impact on the bureau and
on Comey’s reputation.
“Is it the right thing for the FBI
director whether you have been
escorted out of the premises … or
served a full term,” Hosko said.
“Does that elevate him or diminish him? And I think some of that
depends on how you see Comey to
begin with.”

Page 6 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / April 18-24, 2018

Watchdog releases report that got McCabe fired
By Katie Bo Williams
The Hill
The Department of Justice’s inspector
general concluded that fired FBI Deputy
Director Andrew McCabe made a leak to
the media “designed to advance his personal
interests at the expense of Department leadership,” according to a copy of the report
obtained by The Hill.
The report from Inspector General Michael Horowitz makes the case that McCabe
authorized disclosures to the media that were
designed to combat the perception that he had
a conflict of interest in overseeing dual FBI
investigations related to former Secretary of
State Hillary Clinton.
“We concluded that McCabe’s decision to
confirm the existence of the [Clinton Foundation] Investigation through an anonymously
sourced quote, recounting the content of a
phone call with a senior Department official
in a manner designed to advance his personal
interests at the expense of Department leadership, was clearly not within the public interest
exception,” Horowitz wrote.
McCabe has disputed the charges as politically motivated. His attorney responded
immediately on Friday that the report “utterly
failed to support the decision to terminate
Mr. McCabe.”
Michael Bromwich, McCabe’s attorney,
also blasted the process by which he was
terminated as “unprecedented, unseemly
and cruel.”
The press disclosures in question were
made to Wall Street Journal reporter Devlin
Barrett shortly after he wrote a story detailing
political donations from Clinton ally and
former Virginia Gov. Terry McAuliffe to the
failed state Senate campaign of McCabe’s
wife, Jill.
At the time, the story created a political
uproar about McCabe’s impartiality.

Fired FBI Deputy Director Andrew McCabe
In response to follow-up questions from “effectively confirmed the existence” of the
Barrett, McCabe authorized two officials to Clinton Foundation investigation — somediscuss with Barrett “issues related to the thing then-Director James Comey was at that
FBI’s Clinton Foundation investigation.”
point refusing to do.
The disclosure — which was made by staff
According to the report, McCabe said that
for McCabe — recounted McCabe’s version he did not view the disclosures to Barrett as
of a conversation with a Justice Department confirming the existence of the investigation
official about the investigation, in which because the purpose was to demonstrate the
McCabe says he pushed back on concerns FBI’s independence and “there really wasn’t
about FBI agents taking “overt steps” during any discussion of the case, of the merits of
the case, the targets and subjects of the case.”
the presidential campaign.
At the time, Republicans were concerned
“Are you telling me that I need to shut
down a validly-predicated investigation,” that the Obama-era Justice Department, led
by then-Attorney General Loretta Lynch, was
McCabe says he said.
According to the Horowitz report, the putting pressure on the bureau to shut down
disclosures were in part designed “to rebut the Clinton probes. Barrett, according to the
a narrative that … questioned McCabe’s report, had sources who were telling him
impartiality in overseeing FBI investiga- McCabe had given an order to “stand down”
tions involving former Secretary of State on the investigation.
The IG found McCabe’s rationale for the
Hillary Clinton, and claimed that McCabe
had ordered the termination of the [Clinton disclosure unpersuasive.
“Had McCabe’s primary concern actually
Foundation] Investigation due to Department
been to reassure the public that the FBI was
of Justice pressure.”
The disclosure to Barrett, the report states, pursuing the [Clinton Foundation] investiga-

Cohen’s Headlines

(Continued from Page 1)
between Cohen and Trump were
among the documents that were
being sought.
“That means that Donald Trump
and Michael Cohen were talking
about some topic that the FBI believes is evidence of a crime — and
they have enough evidence to get
a judge to sign it,” Mariotti said,
“That has to be very concerning for
the president.”
Cohen’s association with Trump
dates back more than a decade.
The attorney presented himself
as a no-nonsense “fixer” for the
then-businessman. It was Cohen
who arranged a $130,000 payment
to adult-film actress Stormy Daniels
in the run-up to the 2016 election,
apparently to keep her quiet about
her allegation that she had an affair
with the president.
Cohen has a bare-knuckle reputation. In one exchange with the
Daily Beast in 2015, Cohen threatened a reporter that “I will take you
for every penny that you still don’t
have” and threatened that he was
going to “mess your life up.”
Cohen’s centrality to Trump’s
personal and business dealings is
one reason why Trump critics are
so intrigued that he is now under
the investigators’ spotlight.
Cohen “is very much involved
in the day-to-day of everything

Trump does. Because of that he is
very much in the center of a lot of
things that Trump does not want
made public,” said Rick Wilson,
a Republican strategist and fierce
Trump critic.
On Monday, Sean Hannity
shared an unwelcome spotlight
with Cohen as it emerged that the
Fox News Channel host was also
among the attorney’s clients.
In a tweet, Hannity said Cohen
had never represented him in any
legal matter. “I never retained him,
received an invoice, or paid legal
fees. I have occasionally had brief
discussions with him about legal
questions about which I wanted
his input and perspective,” Hannity
wrote.
One of the main purposes of
Monday’s hearing was to adjudicate
whether law enforcement agents
could begin looking through the
documents they had seized or
whether the president and Cohen
should first determine whether
those documents were covered by
attorney-client privilege, as their
lawyers wanted.
Judge Kimba Wood ruled against
the president’s side in that regard,
further deepening the trouble in
which he finds himself.
Separately, newspaper chain
McClatchy recently reported that
special counsel Robert Mueller

had found evidence that Cohen had
travelled in secret to Prague in 2016
after all — an allegation first made
in the so-called Steele Dossier but
vigorously denied by Cohen.
The attorney continues to deny
any such trip. “Bad reporting, bad
information and bad story,” he
responded on Twitter. “No matter
how many times or ways they write
it, I have never been to Prague. I
was in LA with my son. Proven!”
The danger that circles around
Cohen and Trump has fueled some
dramatic media coverage.
Perhaps the most prominent
example came in The New Yorker
over the weekend. The story suggested that the raids on Cohen’s
premises were “a turning point”
and predicted that “we are now in
the end stages of the Trump Presidency.”
Other coverage ran along similar
lines: Esquire magazine predicted
the raids could be “the event that
shatters the bubble for good.”
But even some voices that are
not normally sympathetic to the
president caution that the predictions could be running ahead of
reality.
Timothy O’Brien, the author of
a critical biography of Trump and
the executive editor of Bloomberg
View, told The Hill that while Cohen’s testimony would be unques-
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tion despite the anonymous claims in the article, the way that the FBI and the Department
would usually accomplish that goal is through
a public statement reassuring the public that
the FBI is investigating the matter,” it reads.
After the story ran, the report states,
McCabe led Comey to believe that he had
not authorized the disclosures that lead to
Barrett’s story and did not know who did.
He allegedly made the same statement to
internal investigators when questioned under
oath months later.
“I don’t remember exactly how, but I remember some form or fashion and it could
have been like ‘can you believe this crap?
How does this stuff get out’ kind of thing?”
Comey told investigators. “But I took from
whatever communication we had that he
wasn’t involved in it.”
According to McCabe, he told Comey
that he had authorized the phone call with
Barrett — something that as deputy director,
he had the inherent authority to do if it was
in the public interest.
“We found it extremely unlikely, as
McCabe now claims, that he not only told
Comey about his decision to authorize the
disclosure, but that Comey thought it was a
‘good’ idea for McCabe to have taken that
action,” the report states, noting that at the
time McCabe authorized the disclosure and
says he informed Comey, the issue of his
recusal from the investigation was being
discussed internally.
According to Horowitz’s report, McCabe
also gave conflicting accounts to the inspector
general’s investigators, at one point correcting a testimony to say that he believed he
“may have authorized” the two officials to
speak to Barrett, after he learned that the IG
had texts messages that would “enable the
OIG to soon learn the truth.”
(See Watchdog Report, Page 7)

tionably “very significant” he was
more skeptical of “speculation that
this could be the straw that breaks
the camel’s back.”
O’Brien noted that there are other figures who know more about the
Trump Organization than Cohen.
He added that even if there were
charges leveled against Cohen,
those would not necessarily be tied
directly to Trump. He drew a parallel with former Trump campaign
chairman Paul Manafort, who faces
numerous charges, none of which
directly implicates Trump.
“The issue is how many things
accrue to Cohen himself and how
many attach themselves to the president,” O’Brien added.
Allies of the president, meanwhile, insist that the legal moves
against Cohen are signs of overreach in a probe that they contend
should be much more narrowly
focused.

Michael Caputo, a longtime
friend of Trump’s who also knows
Cohen, said that he had some
concerns for both men — based
more on what he views as an out
of control investigation than in their
actual conduct.
“I am concerned for anyone in
the crosshairs of this investigation
because it appears to have no
boundaries,” Caputo said. “I think
the president’s base is by now quite
familiar with the ‘Get Trump At
Any Cost’ nature of these investigations. And what happens with
Michael Cohen is no different.”
Caputo also insisted that Cohen’s loyalty to Trump was absolute.
“I can’t imagine Michael Cohen
putting the president in harm’s way
in any shape or form,” he said.
Trump allies will be crossing
their fingers in the hope his prediction proves true.
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White House lashes out at Comey after explosive interview

By Jordan Fabian
and Brett Samuels
The Hill
The White House on Monday
renewed its attacks on James Comey after the former FBI director
denounced President Trump during
an explosive interview with ABC
News.
Trump tweeted that Comey
drafted an exoneration of Hillary
Clinton “long before he talked to
her” in the investigation into her
use of a private email server as
secretary of State. He also accused
the “disgruntled” Comey of having
“committed many crimes!”
Trump has repeatedly accused
Comey of lying to Congress during
the former FBI director’s dramatic testimony last year when he
detailed meetings in which the
president asked for his loyalty and
requested that he take it easy on
former national security adviser
Michael Flynn.
In the interview that aired Sunday night, Comey refused to rule
out the possibility the Russians
could have information to blackmail Trump and said evidence

White House counselor
Kellyanne Conway
exists that the president obstructed
justice in the Russia investigation
— all charges that have angered
the president.
Trump only watched “bits and
pieces” of the interview, which reinforced his belief that Comey has
a “lack of credibility,” according to
White House press secretary Sarah
Huckabee Sanders.
White House counselor Kellyanne Conway on Monday said the
president believes Comey is spreading “revisionist history.”

(Continued from Page 5)
McCabe’s lawyer in his statement said that “at all times, [McCabe] told the truth to the best of
his ability.”
“This allegation is built on the
shaky foundation of the allegations
that he lacked candor in his dealings
with Director Comey, [the FBI’s
Inspection Division], and the OIG.
What is entirely missing from the
OIG’s report is any evidence of
a motive for Mr. McCabe to do
anything but tell the truth about
this matter.”
The main finding in the report —
lack of candor related to the Wall
Street Journal disclosures — was
already publicly known, although
it fleshes out further details.
It reveals that McCabe on Nov.
1 — just days before the election
— recused himself from both the
Clinton Foundation investigation
and the investigation into Clin-

ton’s private email server, which
had been effectively reopened just
days before.
At that point, according to the
IG report, Comey had excluded
McCabe from a phone call related
to a new tranche of Clinton emails
found days before the election, “out
of an abundance of caution because
of appearance issues” following the
story about McCabe’s wife.
In a separate letter to Senate Judiciary Chairman Charles Grassley
(R-Iowa), Horowitz also revealed
that his investigation into McCabe’s
misconduct did not originate as
part of the IG’s broader review into
department decision-making during
the 2016 election.
Instead, Horowitz says, it arose
from a referral from the FBI’s
Inspection Division, an internal
watchdog responsible for maintaining the integrity of its investigations.

Watchdog Report

“I saw a man last night very
shaky and unsure to answer questions, not even under oath,” Conway said on CNN. “But we know
that when Comey was under oath
that he had a very difficult time
telling the truth.”
She attacked Comey’s tenure
as FBI director, saying the organization was a “hot mess” under
his leadership. Conway went on to
label Comey and former FBI Deputy Director Andrew McCabe, who
was fired last month, as “Clinton
people.”
“Jim Comey loves to be in the
center of power,” Conway said. “He
loves to divert the spotlight to himself and be in the center of power.
So the president is correcting the
record.”
The president and his allies are
seeking to discredit Comey, who
told ABC News anchor George
Stephanopoulos that Trump is
“morally unfit” for office.
Comey also sought to rebut criticism of his handling of the Clinton
email probe, including allegations
he decided before the investigation
concluded that the 2016 Demo-

cratic presidential nominee did not
commit a crime.
“We had a very clear picture after nine or ten months of investigation of this case ... It looked like on
the current course and speed, this is
going to end without charges. And
so what will we do? Smart people,
competent people plan ahead,”
Comey said.
The former FBI chief is embarking on a media tour to sell his tell-all
memoir, “A Higher Loyalty: Truth,
Lies, and Leadership,” which offers
an inside view of key events in the
Russia investigation.
Many of the events, including
Comey’s private discussions with
Trump, are of interest to special
counsel Robert Mueller, who is
examining whether the president
obstructed the federal investigation
into Moscow’s election interference.
Comey, who led the Russia
probe before he was fired last
May, did not rule out that Trump
obstructed the probe.
“Possibly. I mean, it’s certainly
some evidence of obstruction of

McCabe was dismissed by Attorney General Jeff Sessions in
March after the FBI’s Office of
Professional Responsibility found
that the 20-year veteran made an
unauthorized disclosure to the news
media and “lacked candor — including under oath — on multiple
occasions.”
President Trump immediately
celebrated the report on Twitter,
tweeting that the findings are a
“total disaster.”
“He LIED! LIED! LIED! McCabe was totally controlled by
Comey — McCabe is Comey!! No
collusion, all made up by this den
of thieves and lowlifes!”
Republican lawmakers like Sen.
Ron Johnson (R-Wis.) and Rep.
Mark Meadows (R-N.C.) followed
suit, publicly praising Horowitz’s
report.

justice,” he said.
The book tour comes at a pivotal time in the probe, as Mueller
has begun to zero in on members
of Trump’s inner circle. The FBI
last Monday raided the offices and
residences of Trump’s personal attorney Michael Cohen, in part due
to a referral from Mueller’s team.
The events have consumed
Trump’s attention over the past
week, even as he debated a military
response to a suspected chemical
weapons attack in Syria and handled other weighty decisions.
The White House and its outside
allies have launched a public relations effort to rebut Comey.
Republican National Committee Chairwoman Ronna Romney
McDaniel said Monday the organization is working to get a “counternarrative” into the public as Comey
continues on the media circuit.
“This is one man’s opinion, one
man’s version,” she said on CNN.
“The president pushes back on a
lot of the things that James Comey
asserts, and we’re here to put that
narrative out there.”

DO YOU NEED AN EDITOR?

Have you been embarrassed lately when someone pointed out
to you that you misspelled a word in your report or maybe had
a whole sentence all messed up? Have you personally felt that
you could’ve done a much better job on that manuscript but just
didn’t have the time?
Why put off doing what you know you should have done before:
call in an editor! As a word-, sentence-, and document-doctor,
she will fix what needs fixing by adding a little of this or that,
and taking out what shouldn’t have been there in the first place.
Give yourself the luxury of looking your best in print!
Editor-at-your-service@gmail.com. 1-775-513-0942

To All Attorneys
who hate writing
NEVADA APPEAL GROUP (“NAG”) offers
FLAT FEE, high quality services for civil and criminal
Appeals and all Post-Conviction Relief.

NAG handles all types of appeals (misdemeanor,
felony and civil) as well as Habeas Corpus Petitions,
Nevada Supreme Court briefs, and individual motions
across the civil and criminal spectrum, including
Motions for Summary Judgment. Turnaround time can
be as minimal
as 24 hours. Federal PCR is also available.

Get first month box
rent FREE with any
U-Haul truck rental

Motions starting at $250 flat fee
Appeals starting at $500 flat fee
For more information and immediate response,
call (702) 902-5050 or email:
Nag@criminaldefenseoflasvegas.com
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TRAFFIC UPDATE

Tonopah complete streets
improvement project
meeting April 18 in Tonopah

Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
The Nevada Department of Transportation (NDOT) is holding a public
information meeting about proposed future safety improvements along
a three-mile stretch of U.S. Highway 6 / U.S. Highway 95 from Cemetery Road to Tonopah High School. This project will relieve congestion,
improve efficiency and enhance safety in Tonopah. Proposed concepts
include restriping for one through lane in each direction with a center turn
lane. Other possible improvements consist of handicap upgrades, rapid
response flashing beacon crosswalks at three locations, storm drainage
and lighting enhancements as well as aesthetic upgrades and designated
turn, acceleration and deceleration lanes.
WHEN: 4-7 p.m., Wednesday, April 18, 2018. A presentation will be
made at 5:30 p.m., followed by a brief question and answer period.
WHERE: Nye County Commission Chambers, 101 Radar Road,
Tonopah, Nevada 89049
WHO: The public is encouraged to attend. Comments may be submitted for the public record in writing or verbally at the meeting. Emailed
comments will be accepted through 5 p.m., Friday, May 4, 2018. Please
reference “Tonopah Complete Streets Project” in the subject line. Comments should be made to: Vic Peters, Design Manager, Nevada Department
of Transportation, phone: 775-888-7680 or email: vpeters@dot.nv.gov
SPECIAL ACCOMMODATION REQUESTS: Reasonable effort
will be made to assist and accommodate physically handicapped persons
desiring to attend the meeting. Requests for auxiliary aids or services to
assist individuals with disabilities or limited English proficiency should
be made with as much advance notice as possible to: Julie Maxey, Public
Hearings Officer, Nevada Department of Transportation, at (775) 8887171 or jmaxey@dot.nv.gov

MLK Blvd./U.S. Highway 95
ramp closures April 20-23
Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
The Nevada Department of Transportation (NDOT) will close Martin
Luther King Boulevard at U.S. Highway 95 from 10 p.m., April 20, until
5 a.m., April 23, in downtown Las Vegas. Additionally, the Interstate 15
and U.S. Highway 95 north and southbound offramps to Martin Luther
King Boulevard will be closed during the same time frame as well as the
Martin Luther King Boulevard onramp to U.S. Highway 95 northbound.
The temporary closures are needed for bridge demolition related to
“The Main Event,” the third and final phase of work for Project Neon’s
nearly $1 billion 4-mile-long widening of Interstate 15 from the U.S. 95
interchange to Sahara Avenue. Bridge demolition is required due to age
and the need for greater capacity. Debris rubble is being crushed and
reused as fill material elsewhere on Project Neon rather than placed in
landfill. NDOT is committed to recycling, sustainability and improving
the environment. Project Neon is 63 percent complete, with anticipated
completion in the summer of 2019. Kiewit Infrastructure West Co. is
the design-build general contractor, with Atkins North America as lead
designer.
Motorists should use caution while travelling through the work zone,
heed construction signage, and take alternate detour routes, if possible.
Check the Project Neon website (NDOTProjectNeon.com) or Facebook,
LinkedIn, and Twitter pages (@NDOTProjectNeon) for up to date information. There is also a free smart phone app available, plus a hotline
available in both English and Spanish at: 702-293-NEON (6366). NDOT
works with Waze to inform the public about planned highway restrictions, but unscheduled construction changes, closures and restrictions
are possible due to weather or other factors. For the latest state highway
conditions, visit nvroads.com or call 511 before driving.

Tune in to
RadioTribune

Tune in and listen to those who will
tell you the truth, and nothing but the
truth. You’ll discover different personalities and hear different opinions,
but when it comes to the facts, you’ll
always get the truth from us!

www.RadioTribune.com
Call-In Line (702) 983-0711

Be heard anywhere
in the world
(only $50 per hour)

RadioTribune Special
12 hours only $400
20 hours only $600
(Payment due upon contract signing)

• Talk Shows • Infomercials •
• Community Involvement •
• Business Promotions •
• Political Agendas •
• Marketing Promotions •

www.RadioTribune.com
For additional information
Call (702) 272-4634

Email: Advertisement@LasVegasTribune.com

RadioTribune Lineup
“Open Mic”
Every Tuesday and Thursday at 11:00 a.m., Gordon
Martines hosts “Open Mic,” a popular RadioTribune.
com show. The Anti-Corruption Coalition of Nevada is
the basis for and theme of “Open Mic.”
Gordon Martines was a career police officer with 39
years of on-the-job Law Enforcement experience. Past
cases involving Kevin Daley, Trayvon Cole and a variety
of other covered-up criminal cases, and a billion dollars
worth of missing taxpayer money, are discussed in depth
and at length on the show.
Martines spent four years as police officer with the
Hermosa Beach Police Department before moving here
and resuming his police career in Las Vegas as a Detective in the Robbery/Homicide Bureau, retiring from
the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department after 36
years of police service.
The amount of corruption and cover-ups by executive
Police Administrative officers witnessed by Martines
inside the department led to his decision to contest the
good ol’ boy’s club and run for Clark County Sheriff
three times against what he knew were almost insurmountable odds.
“Open Mic” carries the voice the LVMPD does not
want you to hear, yet it is always there, every Tuesday
and Thursday at 11:00 a.m. on www.radiotribune.com.
Tune in!
*****
“Face The Tribune”
Face the Tribune is heard every Monday through Friday at 12 noon, hosted by Rolando Larraz.
For the last five years “Face The Tribune” has been
the premier show for interviews with politicians, civil
service workers, government officials and activists, and a
voice for those everyday citizens who needed to air their
legal grievances. The Las Vegas Tribune newspaper has
been a part of the Las Vegas community for over 18 years
and is the only independent newspaper in Clark County.
“Face The Tribune” was established as a voice for the
people of Las Vegas and is the only news platform where
judges, city councilmen, local businessmen and women, as well as Mr. or Ms. Local Citizen, can voice their
opinions and share the issues that pertain to Las Vegas.
The show’s host, Rolando Larraz, has been a journalist
in Clark County for over 50 years. He has been a fixture
in the community and a highly respected publisher who
has covered local news and events in Las Vegas since the
mid-’60s. For stories and information not available anywhere else in Las Vegas, tune into “Face The Tribune”
Monday through Friday at 12:00 noon.
*****
COBRA USA with Blu Laker
A daily Radio show Monday through Friday 2:00 p.m.
with live guests on a variety of subjects.
Due to the importance of health care, its out-of-control

costs with no restraints,
millions of Americans are
unable to obtain it. Why?
Our elected officials have
it, they don’t need to worry.
But what about the people
they represent? Find out
why on Cobra USA.
C.O.B.R.A. by the way
is the 1985 Insurance Law
created by Ronald Reagan in 1985 for continuing health care coverage
of health insurance. We
talk about insurance, savings and options available
through King Cobra, the
intended amended ver-
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sion of the original Cobra
program. We invite you to
press Congress for parity in
health care live here at Radio Tribune. Call or email
us at Cobra.blulaker@
gmail.com or call (949)
467- 0613.
Cobra USA is hosted by
Blu Laker, an investigative
reporter who has seen medical programs that work
around the world, with
a cure to the healthcare
problem here. Join him in
these discussions to clear
the air so vital to survival
itself and what you can do

to help. The world has become so large, it’s getting
claustrophobic with traffic,
travel, taxes, soaring costs
for food, water, clothing
and shelter, and what are
we to do? Join us with
your wisdom and knowledge to make America
great again; together we
can make a difference. Let
me pick your brain for the
advancement of humanity.
We are controversial, conservative and considerate
of other people, even when
they may have different
opinions.

Face the
Tribune

‘Face the Tribune’ is hosted
by Rolando Larraz
Monday thru Friday
at 12 noon
on www.RadioTribune.com

COBRA USA
with Blu Laker

KIOF 97.9 FM

“Welcome to
Fabulous Las
Vegas Public
Radio and the
Entertainment
Capital of
the World”
YOUR LOCAL COMMUNITY NON
PROFIT 501 C 3 RADIO STATION

(Federal Charitable taxpayer ID # 45-4388579)

See www.lasvegaspublicradio.org
(www.lvpr.org)
Now with more than 1.506 Million
hits to our website to date as
we begin our 3rd year!
400 S. 4th St., Suite 500
Las Vegas, NV 89101

(702) 425-4088

Monday thru Friday at 2:00 p.m.
on www.RadioTribune.com

Tune in to
RadioTribune
www.RadioTribune.com
New Call-In Line:
(702) 983-0711

Tune in and listen to those who will tell you the truth,
and nothing but the truth. You’ll discover different
personalities and hear different opinions, but when it
comes to the facts, you’ll always get the truth from us!

Editorials
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A government big enough to give you everything you want, is strong enough to take everything you have. — Thomas Jefferson

Our Point of View

Slow to attribute credit;
really quick to blame

Today many newspapers, writers, bloggers, radio show
hosts and television personalities are willing and eager to
claim ownership of being the “first one to endorse Trump,”
but in reality it is not at all the truth.
Look, for example, at Danny Tarkanian, who claims to
have supported the Trump candidacy while his own wife
was supporting Carly Fiorina, who was also running for
president of the United States.
Las Vegas Tribune was indeed the first newspaper to
endorse Donald Trump for President; it was Las Vegas Tribune’s building alone that was vandalized by anti-Trump
groups, which could not accept the fact that our newspaper
supported Donald Trump.
Las Vegas Tribune was the first newspaper that tried to
tell our president not to trust James Comey, the former FBI
Director who was looking for a way to make extra money
by playing both sides of the political game.
If Donald Trump would have fired James Comey —
well, let’s not say the word fired — or replaced him with a
person of his own choice, it would not have had that much
impact or would not have created such a problem with
the anti-Trump groups because every new administration
brings its own people, its own trusted personnel.
We also have written editorials and columns asking the
president not to trust Speaker of the House Paul Ryan,
whose cynical look more or less conveys that he is not
pleased with the current administration.
We have hundreds of recorded radio shows on the same
topic, and hundreds of articles with the same suggestions,
or even advice, if you will.
The news that Speaker Ryan is not running for office
again may have taken many by surprise, but that would not
include those of us at the Las Vegas Tribune; we believe
that he is working on something that he will consider the
“right thing” for himself alone and no one else, and we
have already said why.
When a politician tells his followers that he is going to
do something because “it is time to spend more time with
the family,” or that he or she “is stepping down because
of “health reasons,” we at the Las Vegas Tribune do not
believe it at all.
The stakes are too high to have “the family” interrupt it
at this point of their political career; and today, we, at the
Las Vegas Tribune, want to be up front with another first
that many will call crazy, but it is not the famous Crazy
Horse Cabaret.
It amazes us how the political machine treats the constituents of this great nation as children, or even sometimes
as ignorant peons who can be taken for granted.
Paul Ryan’s lifelong dream has been to become president and he cannot be blamed for that; we might all enjoy
being called Mr. (or Madam) President, and Paul Ryan is
no exception.
Paul Ryan is stepping down because he is looking at that
near future possibility when he can be called Mr. President.
He believed he could have taken it easy for four years as
Vice President under Mitt Romney — even though we all
knew that Mitt Romney was not presidential material —
and he would have been “in” as vice president and in easy
line to later become President Elect.
Paul Ryan has his eyes on the presidency because it is
a very logical thing for him to do after so many years of
striving to a higher political position. Perhaps he believes
it’s time for him to put his own ideas into action.
That is our prediction, and we are going to prove ourselves right again; but if we do not want to make the mistake of being right again, we will also predict that Mike
Pence will be Vice President again.
During that Billy Bush infamous recorded conversation
with candidate Donald Trump, inside a campaign bus,
while the mainstream media started having fun with the
recorded conversation, Vice President Pence disappeared
from everywhere and did not come back until he was sure
that the recorded evidence did not damage Trump’s support
of the Republican vote.
We believe that this editorial will make history some
day; it may not be this week or next week, but it will resound like firecrackers on a Fourth of July when the retired
Wisconsin senator announces his campaign for president
in 2019, just a few months from today.
We believe that Donald Trump should have been a little
more careful in his appointments; that would have made his
life and his presidency a little more smooth and peaceful.
He should have been alerted to the fact that Robert
Mueller is a close friend of James Comey, and he should
have made sure that he, Comey, would not be the person
directing the investigation and leading any investigation.
No need to look back, however; now let’s try to salvage
what we can and make sure that our president is able to
finish the job he was elected to do.

No solution for wild horse
overpopulation in budget
By Thomas Mitchell
pastures, while 73,000 roam free on
The wild horse can has been
grazing land that can sustain only
kicked down the road yet again.
27,000 animals. The main population
Congress could not possibly find
reduction method left for the federal
a way in its 2,232-page, $1.3 trillion
land agencies is adoption. According
budget that President Trump signed a
to The Washington Post only 3,500
couple of weeks ago to do anything
wild horses were adopted in 2017.
whatsoever about the overpopulation
“We are thrilled that Congress
of wild horses.
has rejected this sick horse slaughter
The Interior Department’s
plan,” the Post quoted Marilyn KroFY2019 budget at one time includplick, president of the animal rights
ed this language: “The 2019 budget
group In Defense of Animals, as saycontinues to propose the elimination
ing in a statement that claimed horse
of appropriations language restrictlovers had “jammed Congressional
ThoMaS MiTchell
ing BLM’s use of all of the managephone lines with calls and sent tens
ment options authorized in the Wild Free-Roaming of thousands of emails” to make their case.
On the other hand, in the real world, Utah RepubHorse and Burro Act. This change will provide BLM
with the full suite of tools to manage the unsustainable lican Rep. Chris Stewart in an op-ed in The New York
Times in December, cited an example of the conditions
growth of wild horse and burro herds.”
Among those tools could have been the humane on the ground, noting that in 2015 the Bureau of Land
slaughter of sick and unadoptable wild horses and Management sent agents into the desert outside Las
burros that are starving on the overgrazed range in the Vegas to round up about 200 wild horses that were
West. That was the intent of the 1971 Wild Free-Roam- reported to be starving to death.
“Bureau employees discovered nearly 500 horsing Horse and Burro Act, but every federal budget
since 2009 has prohibited this commonsense approach. es,” Stewart wrote. “They had pounded their range
So we are stuck with spending $50 million a to powder; the desert grasses that remained had been
(See Mitchell, Page 12)
year to warehouse 46,000 “wild” horses in pens and

Marco Rubio: Giving praise
where praise is due

By Perly Viasmensky
I am a strong believer in criticizing where criticism
is due, and praising where that is warranted, as well. If
we are quick to criticize people for their bad actions,
we should also be just as quick to praise them when
they do something good.
Some time ago we called Senator Marco Rubio’s
office in Florida to request an interview with him
when he was running for president, for the simple
reason that we knew his late father and believed he
could be proudly watching from heaven to see how
far his son has come.
A woman on Marco Rubio’s staff distorted the
information in that phone call to the point of telling
the senator that we had threatened his life. As the
result of that woman’s incompetence, we received a
visit from the FBI.
Of course I criticized him for the stupidity of his
employee’s actions and for his lack of supervision of
his staff. In my opinion, he was supposed to investigate the matter first instead of believing — without
question — the story or opinion of an employee on

such a grave matter as threatening his life.
Marco Rubio has been in politics long enough to
know that the majority of those employees who work
for politicians [on the way up] become very arrogant
about their making decisions on their own, treating constituents like garbage, and thinking they are very important people — when in reality they are nothing but
employees, and we, the taxpayers, pay their salaries.
This time I need to praise Senator Rubio for the way
he conducted himself while speaking at the Summit
of the Americas in Lima, Peru. He was confronted by
a Cuban journalist who attempted to intimidate him
about the National Rifle Association supporting his
campaign, thus insinuating that Rubio was corrupt.
It happened that the supposed journalist was some
Sergio Gomez, from Cuba, with the Granma newspaper. The Granma newspaper is published six days a
week and runs to eight pages. Gomez’s questioning
of the Senator could be very easily considered as an
attack upon the senator.
“The central theme of the summit is the fight against
(See Viasmensky, Page 15)

ON A PERSONAL NOTE

Is it because of the skin color, or because of
fear — or is the fear because of the skin color?

By Maramis
own car — something that probably
There seems to be some kind
makes a person a passive racist —
of a “Black Problem” — possibly
that person needs to “get” what I am
defined as what some Whites see as
about to say.
Blacks “being allowed” to stand on
Everyone needs to look at this
corners or in doorways, sit in their
so-called “Black Problem” from a
parked cars, or even daring to wait
different point of view: that of seeing
for a friend at a Starbucks without
it as the “White Problem.”
ordering anything.
Can you even imagine the outI’m not a Black male, but somerage society would show over doing
times I wish I could be, if even for
to Whites-at-large what is done to
just a month, to experience what
Blacks-at-large? Imagine if those
some Black men experience all the
two Black men at Starbucks had been
time. Then maybe when I write about MaraMiS choufani
White, and the same “everything”
such things, I could speak with more authority and with had been done to them! Would the manager (whose
personal experience, which might carry a little more race was not mentioned) have called the police on
weight and enable my words to reach those people them? Would the police have put them in handcuffs
without even finding out why they were there? And
who need to “get it.”
What do I mean by “get it”? Well, if anyone today why, in 2018, are people still reacting like they did in
still thinks of Blacks as subhuman (not nearly as the ‘50s, over 65 years ago, to Blacks in general as well
good or worthwhile or as worthy of automatic trust as as Blacks in particular, and why are they still showing
Whites), or is automatically afraid of them, because fear — thinking that they (Blacks) are probably up to
they are Black, or thinks it better to call the police something, or simply doing something that they should
“just in case” when seeing a Black man on a corner not be doing? Is it any wonder why Black parents have
or waiting in front of a store, or even sitting in his
(See Maramis, Page 15)

View Points
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Editors note: The views expressed are entirely those of the writers and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the Las Vegas Tribune.

Captain Underpants comes to the rescue
of damsels who are not in any distress

By Chuck Muth
Jason Guinasso recently inked
perhaps the most Self-righteous,
Asinine and Dishonest (acronym,
SAD) column I’ve ever read in
Nevada — and that’s saying something considering how we’ve been
infested by the bleatings of liberal
blogger Jon Ralston for over 30
years now.
Guinasso is heading up a reported effort to outlaw legal brothels
in Lyon County. But before getting
to the merits — or, rather, the lack
thereof — of his SAD arguments,
let’s first connect some political
dots…
Guinasso is a failed 2016 legislative candidate who was accused
of not living in the Reno-area district where he ran. He was put up
in the Republican primary by the
GOP “establishment” that wanted
to block conservative candidate
Lisa Krasner from taking the seat
abandoned by RINO (Republican in
Name Only) former Assemblyman
Randy Kirner.
Guinasso was endorsed by Lt.
Gov. Mark Hutchison, a running
buddy of tax-hiking Assemblyman
James Oscarson. Hutchison’s law
firm is representing the people
trying to put the anti-brothel mea-

CHUCK MUTH
sure on the ballot. After losing his
race, Guinasso went to work for
Hutchison’s law firm and is the legal beagle assigned to the initiative.
Dennis Hof owns the only four
legal brothels in Lyon County. Hof
is running against Oscarson. And
I’m a paid adviser to Hof’s campaign. Now you know the political
landscape, so onto Guinasso’s SAD
commentary…
First the Dishonest aspect. Guinasso’s rant is right out of the left’s
playbook when it comes to immigration. Just as amnesty agitators
regularly refuse to acknowledge
the difference between legal immigration and illegal immigration,
Guinasso’s SAD rant intentionally

“exploited” alice Little
conflates Nevada’s legal brothels
with illegal prostitution around the
rest of the country.
The Asinine part — or at least
one of the many — is a fictional
conversation he constructs whereby a father’s 14-year-old daughter
says, “When I grow up I want to be
a prostitute.”
“Like most dads,” Guinasso
wrote, “I could not imagine having the above conversation with
my daughter because the truth is
that no little girl dreams of being
a prostitute.”
Oh, puh-lease. The same could
be said for all kinds of other jobs.

Jason “The Savior” Guinasso
For example, how many little girls
say, “When I grow up I want to be
a burger-flipper or a clerk at the
DMV” (not that there’s anything
wrong with that)?
Guinasso goes on to cite all
manner of statistics and figures, all
of which are easily countered. As
the saying goes, figures don’t lie…
but liars figure.
However, the most obnoxious
and insulting part of this SAD
commentary is Guinasso’s “male
privilege” Self-righteousness,
seemingly born from watching too
many re-runs of Pretty Woman. This
guy obviously fancies himself as

“exploited” Christina Parreira
Richard Gere — only on a crusade
to “save” ALL women from prostitution, not just Julia Roberts.
“I want to be a part of a new
Nevada narrative that honors
women for who they are and the
endless potential they have to live,
work and lead in our great state,”
he declares from up on his high
horse perch, “not the old Nevada
narrative that tolerates allowing
women to be bought and sold as an
object or a commodity.”
So these women who are voluntarily and without coercion
working in Nevada’s legal brothels
(See Muth, Page 13)

individual over truth and the rule
of law. Dishonesty, he writes, was
central “to the entire enterprise of
organized crime on both sides of the
Atlantic,” and so, too, were bullying, peer pressure and groupthink
— repellent traits shared by Trump
and company, he suggests, and now
infecting our culture.
“We are experiencing a dangerous time in our country,” Comey
writes, “with a political environment where basic facts are disputed,
fundamental truth is questioned,
lying is normalized and unethical
behavior is ignored, excused or
rewarded.”
“A Higher Loyalty” is the first
big memoir by a key player in the
alarming melodrama that is the
Trump administration. Comey, who
was abruptly fired by President
Trump on May 9, 2017, has worked
in three administrations, and his
book underscores just how outside
presidential norms Trump’s behavior has been — how ignorant he is
about his basic duties as president,
and how willfully he has flouted the
checks and balances that safeguard
our democracy, including the essential independence of the judiciary
and law enforcement. Comey’s
book fleshes out the testimony he

gave before the Senate Intelligence
Committee in June 2017 with
considerable emotional detail, and
it showcases its author’s gift for
narrative — a skill he clearly honed
during his days as United States
attorney for the Southern District
of New York.
The volume offers little in the
way of hard news revelations about
investigations by the FBI or the special counsel Robert S. Mueller III
(not unexpectedly, given that such
investigations are ongoing and involve classified material). What “A
Higher Loyalty” does give readers
are some near-cinematic accounts
of what Comey was thinking when,
as he’s previously said, Trump demanded loyalty from him during
a one-on-one dinner at the White
House; when Trump pressured him
to let go of the investigation into
his former national security adviser
Michael T. Flynn; and when the
president asked what Comey could
do to “lift the cloud” of the Russia
investigation.
Let My People Go?
There are some methodical
explanations in these pages of the
reasoning behind the momentous
decisions Comey made regarding
Hillary Clinton’s emails during the

2016 campaign — explanations
that attest to his nonpartisan and
well-intentioned efforts to protect
the independence of the FBI, but
that will leave at least some readers
still questioning the judgment calls
he made, including the different
approaches he took in handling
the bureau’s investigation into
Clinton (which was made public)
and its investigation into the Trump
campaign (which was handled with
traditional FBI secrecy).
“A Higher Loyalty” also provides sharp sketches of key players
in three presidential administrations. Comey draws a scathing
portrait of Vice President Dick
Cheney’s legal adviser David S.
Addington, who spearheaded the
arguments of many hard-liners in
the George W. Bush White House;
Comey describes their point of
view: “The war on terrorism justified stretching, if not breaking,
the written law.” He depicts Bush
national security adviser and later
Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice as uninterested in having a
detailed policy discussion of interrogation policy and the question
of torture.
He takes Barack Obama’s at(See Mace, Page 15)

Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell!

By Mace yampolsky
Part 1
In his new book, “A Higher
Loyalty,” the former FBI director,
James B. Comey, calls the Trump
presidency a “forest fire” that is doing serious damage to the country’s
norms and traditions. “This president is unethical, and untethered
to truth and institutional values,”
Comey writes. “His leadership is
transactional, ego driven and about
personal loyalty. That has a ring to
it, doesn’t it? Don’t ask, but I’ll
tell anyway.
Decades before he led the FBI’s
investigation into whether members
of Trump’s campaign colluded
with Russia to influence the 2016
election, Comey was a career
prosecutor who helped dismantle
the Gambino crime family; and he
doesn’t hesitate in these pages to
draw a direct analogy between the
Mafia bosses he helped pack off to
prison years ago and the current
occupant of the Oval Office.
A February 2017 meeting in
the White House with Trump and
then chief of staff Reince Priebus
left Comey recalling his days as
a federal prosecutor facing off
against the Mob: “The silent circle
of assent. Omerta, the Mafia code

MaCe yaMPoLSKy

of silence. The boss in complete all
things, large and small, in service
to some code of loyalty that put the
organization above morality and
above the truth.” An earlier visit
to Trump Tower in January made
Comey think about the New York
Mafia social clubs he knew as a
Manhattan prosecutor in the 1980s
and 1990s — “The Ravenite. The
Palma Boys. Café Giordano.”
Blind Loyalty?
The central themes that Comey
returns to throughout this impassioned book are the toxic consequences of lying; and the corrosive
effects of choosing loyalty to an

Four sets of swamp creatures that must go down!

Larry Klayman lists ‘these bad actors in order of importance’

By Larry Klayman
It’s time that the persons most
responsible for the jihad against
President Donald Trump, his family
and others associated with him be
held to legal account. Some of these
characters sit in high positions in
our government and on the courts,
while others slither around the political gutters of Washington, D.C.
Indeed, there is an evil cloud hovering over our nation’s so-called
capital, filled with the stench of
hypocrisy, dishonesty and outright
illegality that is snuffing out our
body politic. If it is not quickly
remedied, I predict that the republic
has only years to continue to exist
as we will collapse under our own
weight of deceit, going the way of
ancient Rome and Greece.
In this column, I will list these
bad actors in order of importance.
Through their actions and inactions, they should be the first to
be among those traitors fully held
accountable.
First, and most obvious, are
former Federal Bureau of Investigation directors Robert Mueller
and James Comey, two dishonest
bipartisan hacks who, through their

Larry KLayMan
actions, are doing the bidding of
the establishments of both major
political parties. In essence, the ever-expanding investigations by the
special counsel, which this week
we confirmed know no bounds with
the raid on the offices and home
of the president’s lawyer Michael
Cohen, are designed to remove
Donald Trump from office or, at a
minimum, grind his presidency to
a halt. Comey, who triggered these
investigations with his actions too
numerous to repeat here, is Mueller’s co-conspiratorial evil twin.

As if their lawless actions are not
bad enough, Comey is now even
attempting to profit from the treason he has wrought on the nation
by hawking his cheap “fake news”
book — leaks from which have
been published just in the last days.
Second in line to be carted off is
none other than our cowardly and
worthless attorney general, Jeff Beauregard Sessions, a public servant
and former politician so afraid of
his own shadow that I can picture
him crouching under his desk in his
palatial Justice Department suite.
As Mueller, Comey and their fellow legal barbarians in the special
counsel’s office scale the gates of
the Justice Department, as the figurine of Lady Justice disingenuously
adorns its exterior on Pennsylvania
Avenue, Sessions hides from sight,
too paralyzed to take action either
to remove Mueller or order him
reigned in, for fear Mueller may
seek to indict Sessions for alleged
Russian collusion, obstruction of
justice and lying to Congress about
his initially undisclosed meetings
with the Russian ambassador in his
Senate office.
Third, there is Sessions’ deputy,

the slippery “nebbish” who goes
by the name of Rod Rosenstein.
The former U.S. attorney from
Maryland under President Obama,
Rod, who he is affectionately called
by the inner establishments of the
Republican and Democratic parties — both of whom would like
to see the president taken down as
he threatens their gravy train — is
your typical so-called career appointee. His motto is placate both
sides of the street, never side with
anyone as this could check future
career advancement in the swamp
of D.C., and always do what is best
for yourself. This explains why
he refuses to oversee the runaway
special counsel investigations and
how it came to pass that he not
only participated in the use of the
phony Steele dossier to illegally
wiretap the Trump Tower, but just
this week had “happily” signed
off on the raid on the president’s
lawyer’s office and residence.
Rosenstein, whom I have decided
now to call Frankenstein, given his
brain-dead complicity in all of this,
is the poster boy of what is wrong
in our collapsed system of justice.
He embodies the Deep State that is

taking down the republic.
Fourth, there are the federal
judges who rubber-stamp all Mueller wants. Ask yourself, why is it
that these ‘”judicial disgraces,”
most of whom are Clinton and
Obama appointees, have failed to
serve as a check to the tyranny being meted out daily by the special
counsel? In this regard, while I
have filed complaints and written
letters asking them to investigate
Mueller’s constant criminal leaks of
grand jury information, all of which
is patently illegal and intended to
destroy the president regardless of
whether he will be indicted and/or
impeached and convicted, they sit
back in their protected chambers
playing with the future of our
country.
These federal judges have the
power to stop these criminal leaks
and hold Mueller and his leftist
prosecutorial staff legally accountable for this and other abuses.
Most notable among these judicial
hacks is the chief judge of the U.S.
District Court for the District of
Columbia, Obama appointee Beryl
Howell, who sits over Mueller’s
(See Klayman, Page 15)
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What makes a government legitimate?
By José Azel
This is a trick question: What
makes a government legitimate?
Most of us will immediately reach
out to the democratic answer that
the legitimacy of a government is
granted by the consent of the people
in some form of majority rule.
But, if a mechanical voting
procedure is the answer, then most
governments are illegitimate. According to the 2016 Democracy Index of The Economist Intelligence
Unit, only 19 countries, out of the
167 studied, can be considered as
fully democratic. It is also important to remember that Adolf Hitler
and other despots have received
vote majorities.
Moreover, if the consent of
the people is the determinant of a
government’s legitimacy, this begs
policy questions such as: Should we
be doing business, or having diplomatic relations with illegitimate
governments? Or more philosophically fundamental: Is democracy
required for a government to be
legitimate?
Here I will tackle only the core
normative question: What makes
a government legitimate? To be
clear, the question is not about a
government’s authority. Despotic
governments exercise authority
without being legitimate.
The modern “consent of the
governed” theory for the legitimacy
of government begins with British
philosopher John Locke (16321704) who argued in his Second
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Treatise that no government is legitimate unless it is carried out with
the consent of the governed, and
that consent can only be rendered
through majority rule. Therefore,
if a government violates fundamental rights, Locke was particularly concerned with the rights to
property, the people are entitled to
replace the government. Less than
a century later, Locke’s views were
reiterated in the U.S. Declaration of
Independence.
A much older source of government legitimacy is the divine right
of kings; a mandate where heaven
grants a ruler the right to rule, as
in dynasties or monarchies. The
monarchy of the House of Saud,
which has ruled Saudi Arabia since
the 18th century, is a contemporary
example.
The utilitarian concept of “beneficial consequences” is another

philosophy used to legitimize a
government; in this case, on the
basis of utility. In the “beneficial
consequences” view, the legitimacy
of a government hinges on whether
it foments the happiness of the
citizenry.
The undemocratic rule of Chilean General Augusto Pinochet is
often offered as an example of the
“beneficial consequences” argument. Pinochet assumed power in
a coup d’état that overthrew the
democratically elected socialist
government of Salvador Allende.
Pinochet’s military government
implemented economic liberalization policies that produced what has
been described as the “Miracle of
Chile” where the country was, for
most of the 1990s, the best-performing economy in Latin America.
Under this theory, a good outcome, however defined, forms the
basis of legitimacy, and democracy
is not required for political legitimacy.
Another proposed source of a
government’s legitimacy is rule by
virtue or charisma. In Confucianism’s system of moral hierarchy,
the emperor is supposed to be
the most virtuous man on earth.
In Plato’s account, reason and
knowledge constitute the basis for
claims to political legitimacy, and
only philosophers should govern
due to their capacity for reasoned
understanding.
Communist states, unable to
legitimize their rule on “consent

of the governed,” have creatively
insisted that their governments’
legitimacy flows from the logic of
Marxist ideology. Doctrine is the
communist source of legitimacy,
making consent of the governed
unnecessary. It is a mode of circular thinking where the government
legitimizes the government.
Legitimacy is vital to justify
a government’s use of coercive
powers, and to create our agreement to obey. Without legitimacy,
government exercises power unjustifiably and there is no duty to obey.
Only legitimate authority creates
an obligation to obey. Legitimacy
should be independent of political
doctrine, divine right, charisma,
virtue, or consequences.
The question of regime legitimacy turns, not necessarily on any
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of the above, but on whether the
regime protects our natural rights.
A government’s role is to create
and maintain a rights-respecting
society. A government that does
not protect our rights is illegitimate.
The only legitimate government
is one that protects our individual
rights; including our right to give
consent to be governed.
*****
José Azel left Cuba in 1961 as a
13 year-old political exile in what
has been dubbed Operation Pedro
Pan — the largest unaccompanied
child refugee movement in the history of the Western Hemisphere.
He is currently dedicated to the indepth analyses of Cuba’s economic,
social and political state, with a
keen interest in post-Castro-Cuba
strategies.

Trump: No welfare if you use drugs or won’t work
By Frank Holmes
President Donald Trump keeps
rolling back former President
Barack Obama’s “achievements”
— and he just drove another nail
through Obama’s failed, big government legacy this week.
On Tuesday, Trump signed
an executive order requiring all
able-bodied welfare recipients to
work or lose their benefits. And
insider sources say even bigger
changes are just around the corner.
Welfare recipients already had
to work a certain number of hours
a week in order to get a check. Former President Bill Clinton signed
the legislation, which praised for its
“firm but fair work requirements.”
But like so many other areas
of his administration, Obama just
ignored the law.
Obama “suspended” the work
requirements during the Great
Recession and banned states from
making welfare cases get off the
couch and work, too.
With the government handing
out free money, no-strings-attached, the number of people living
on the government’s dime hit an
all-time high.
A record-breaking 48 million
Americans had to turn to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP, or food stamps)
just to survive the Obama economy.
One-third of all the people on food
stamps signed up during his first
term in office.
Obamacare also expanded Medicaid to the point that it sucked up
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eaten to the nubs. Nearly 30 were in
such poor condition they had to be
euthanized, and many others were
on the brink of death.”
The BLM had determined that
the 100,000-acre expanse where
these horses were grazing produced
only enough grasses and water to
sustain 70 horses, the congressman
concluded.
Stewart advocated euthanizing
excess horses. “I understand that
some will recoil from this approach.
But anyone who really cares about
these majestic animals must understand that other efforts have failed
to curb their exploding population
and that culling these herds to numbers the land can sustain is the best
way to prevent further suffering and
death,” he concluded.
According to the BLM, if nothing is done, by 2020 there will be
130,000 feral horses and burros on
BLM-controlled lands, still starving
and dying of thirst and crowding
out other species and competing
with cattle and sheep for forage.
The BLM canceled a meeting of
its National Wild Horse and Burro
Advisory Board scheduled for late
March in Salt Lake City when a
member objected to using a 15-day
public notice for “urgent matters,”

more than half-a-trillion dollars
($574.2 billion) in 2016, according to the Henry J. Kaiser Family
Foundation.
In all, the federal government
spend a whopping $700 million on
programs to aid low-income people
last year — and the pricetag gets
bigger every year.
Obama said he struck the work
requirements, because there just
weren’t enough jobs for the growing army of people receiving federal handouts.
But his real agenda was to get
as many people dependent on the
government as possible — because
welfare recipients vote early, vote
often, and vote Democrat.
Trump has a much different
approach to government handouts.
He said welfare should be “A Safety
Net, Not a Hammock.”
“There’s nothing ‘compassionate’ about allowing welfare dependency to be passed from generation
to generation,” Trump wrote in his
2011 book Time to Get Tough.
Trump summed up his welfare
policy like this — “Bottom line:
You do drugs, no welfare check.
End of story.”
That sounds like a pretty good
policy to us.
Trump hammered Obama for
his soft-on-fraud welfare policies:
Obama our Welfare & Food
Stamp President, is praising himself
for expanding welfare http://t.co/
cAOUnJT0 He doesn’t believe in
work. — Donald J. Trump (@realDonaldTrump) November 2, 2012

Our country needs to reestablish the work ethic. In NY, welfare
pays better than jobs http://t.co/
RL0fd2SJJm Zero incentive. —
Donald J. Trump (@realDonaldTrump) August 20, 2013
Thanks to eight years of
big-spending liberalism, “our country suffers from nearly record-high
welfare enrollments,” said Andrew
Bremberg, Trump’s domestic policy advisor.
Now President Trump is cleaning this mess up, too.
He charted a totally different
direction in a document released
this week called “Reducing Poverty
in America by Promoting Opportunity and Economic Mobility” You
can read Trump’s whole executive
order here.
Federal agencies have 90 days to

draw up plans requiring able-bodied welfare recipients between the
ages of 19 and 50 to work for their
benefits — and block immigrants
who aren’t eligible for the programs
in the first place.
His order applies to the Departments of the Treasury, HUD, HHS,
Agriculture, Labor, Transportation,
Commerce, and Education — rooting out shiftless welfare recipients
across the entire federal government.
Watchdogs say the reform could
save Uncle Sam a fortune by cutting off people who are gaming the
system.
“According to the Census Bureau, 52 percent of able-bodied
adults on Medicaid do not work
at all,” the Foundation for Government Accountability (FGA)
reported. “Just 16 percent work
full-time all year.”
Even the National Low Income
Housing Coalition, a pro-welfare

lobbying group, admits that at least
six percent of Section 8 housing
recipients are “work-able” but not
working.
President Trump has America
on a roll again. Unemployment is a
decades-long low, the stock market
is at a record high, and he shaved
7 million people off the SNAP
program last year.
Administration aides say that
Trump’s next move is to kick
drug-abusers off the welfare rolls,
too.
He knows what we all know
from watching our neighborhoods:
Welfare policies don’t actually help
people long-term. “People can’t rise
out of poverty if they are only receiving SNAP and Medicaid,” said
Robert Doar, who ran New York
City’s public assistance program.
“These programs were meant to
supplement earnings, not replace
them.”
They’re just enough to keep
people from starving, keep them
voting, and make them demand
bigger giveaways from a socialist
government.
Welfare is supposed to be a temporary program for people down on
their luck. It’s not meant to be a way
of life. If hard-working Americans
have to work to provide a welfare
check, unemployed people should
have to work to cash it.
Trump is making America great
again, one common-sense policy
after another.
Frank Holmes is a reporter for
The Horn News. He is a veteran
journalist and an outspoken conservative that talks about the news
that was in his weekly article, “On
The Holmes Front.”
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torney general Loretta Lynch to
task for asking him to refer to the
Clinton email case as a “matter,”
not an “investigation.” (Comey
tartly notes that “the FBI didn’t
do ‘matters.’”) And he compares
Trump’s attorney general, Jeff
Sessions, to Alberto R. Gonzales,
who served in the same position
under Bush, writing that both were
“overwhelmed and overmatched by
the job,” but “Sessions lacked the
kindness Gonzales radiated.” Well,
he is a non-discriminatory critic.
He Has A Discerning Eye
Comey is what Saul Bellow
called a “first-class noticer.” He
notices, for instance, “the soft
white pouches under” Trump’s
“expressionless blue eyes”; coyly
observes that the president’s hands
are smaller than his own “but did
not seem unusually so”; and points
out that he never saw Trump laugh
— a sign, Comey suspects, of his
“deep insecurity, his inability to
be vulnerable or to risk himself by
appreciating the humor of others,
which, on reflection, is really very
sad in a leader, and a little scary in

a president.”
During his Senate testimony last
June, 2017 Comey was boy-scout
polite (“Lordy, I hope there are
tapes”) and somewhat elliptical
in explaining why he decided to
write detailed memos after each of
his encounters with Trump (something he did not do with Presidents
Obama or Bush), talking gingerly
about “the nature of the person I
was interacting with.” Here, however, Comey is blunt about what he
thinks of the president, comparing
Trump’s demand for loyalty over
dinner to “Sammy the Bull’s Cosa
Nostra induction ceremony — with
Trump, in the role of the family
boss, asking me if I have what it
takes to be a ‘made man.’” Nice
turn of Phrase. So would it be
Donald the Bull in the China shop?
*****
For more information regarding
Nevada laws, or if you feel your
rights have been violated, please
call Mace Yampolsky & Associates.
Call or text us at (702) 385-9777.
We are available 24/7 for emergencies. If you need help, CALL NOW
before it is too late. We can help!
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Wild horses being warehoused at Palomino Valley near Reno.
instead of the customary 30 days. dation was ignored.
Meanwhile, nothing is being
The terms of three board members
expired on March 31. Another done to the relieve the suffering of
meeting will be scheduled once new feral horses.
*****
members are seated.
Thomas Mitchell is a former
That may be a futile gesture. At
a 2016 meeting in Elko the advisory newspaper editor who now writes
panel recommended “offering all conservative/libertarian columns
suitable animals in long- and short- for weekly papers in Nevada.
term holding deemed unadoptable, You may email Mitchell at thomfor sale without limitation or hu- asmnv@yahoo.com. He blogs at
mane euthanasia.” The recommen- http://4thst8.wordpress.com/.
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Trump administration’s reforms
could make welfare work again

By Tim Huelskamp and Charlie Katebi
The Hill opinion contributors
For decades, America’s various welfare
programs have discouraged low-income
adults from working and trapped millions in
poverty. But the Trump administration is now
working to fix the nation’s welfare programs
by implementing commonsense reforms that
will encourage people to find jobs and attain
self-sufficiency.
On April 10, President Trump issued an
executive order instructing the Agriculture,
Commerce, Education, Health and Human
Services Labor, Housing and Urban Development, Transportation, and Treasury Departments to review and institute recommend
safety net changes.
The recommended reforms are included in
the order’s “Principles of Economic Mobility.” Among the nine principles are prioritizing benefits for the truly needy, streamlining
wasteful and duplicative programs, and
enhancing work requirements.
“Since its inception, the welfare system
has grown into a large bureaucracy that might
be susceptible to measuring success by how
many people are enrolled in a program rather
than by how many have moved from poverty
into financial independence,” the executive
order reads. “This is not the type of system
that was envisioned when welfare programs
were instituted in this country.”
If we were to judge America’s various
welfare programs based on how many
individuals enrolled, we would find them
to be a resounding success. According to
government statistics, there are more than
four million individuals enrolled in the
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
(TANF) program, 42 million recipients in the
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program,
and 74 million individuals enrolled in Medicaid. Yet, in spite of the trillions in benefits
these programs provide, the poverty rate
has barely budged since the War on Poverty

began in the 1960s.
Instead of continuing to expand these massive, failing government programs, Trump’s
plan is to help people find employment — a
proven, sustainable method way to reduce
poverty. According to the U.S. Census, less
than 3 percent of individuals who work fulltime live in poverty, and those who work
part-time are, compared to unemployed
Americans, half as likely to live below the
poverty line. Providing welfare recipients
greater incentives and opportunities to work
would enormously improve their chances of
escaping poverty and providing a better life
for their families.
Trump’s executive order builds on the
landmark welfare reforms passed by President Clinton and Republicans in the 1990s.
The Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996 established commonsense work requirements and
capped the amount of time individuals can
receive benefits in the Temporary Assistance
for Needy Families program. These changes
helped nearly nine million individuals get

back to work and out of poverty. Between
1996 and 2016, the share of children living
in poverty fell from 10 percent to less than
5 percent as a result of these reforms. For
children in single-parent homes, the poverty
rate fell from 20 percent to under 10 percent.
Unfortunately, Clinton’s successors failed
to apply these successful reforms to other
welfare programs. In some cases, they were
watered down substantially. For instance,
President Obama helped many states waive
TANF work requirements during his tenure,
leaving thousands of adults to languish on
TANF’s rolls.
Despite these setbacks, many state policymakers worked during the end of the Obama
years to create much-needed, forward-thinking policies. Some states successfully showed
how welfare work requirements help to lift
families out of poverty. In 2014, Kansas Gov.
Sam Brownback (R) strengthened his state’s
work requirements for TANF after former
Gov. Kathleen Sebelius (D) weakened them.
Shortly thereafter, the program’s beneficiaries
found work and many experienced increased

wage growth. Individuals that moved off
welfare experienced on average a 247 percent
wage increase as they entered the workforce.
After seeing the positive benefits of
reforming TANF, many states now want
to replicate that success with other welfare
programs. In Wisconsin, Gov. Scott Walker
(R) enacted legislation to increase work
requirements for the state’s food assistance
program, from 20 hours per week to 30 hours.
Kentucky, Indiana, and Arkansas recently
introduced work requirements for able-bodied Medicaid recipients to ensure the program
has enough resources to care for those truly in
need. According to Kentucky state officials,
this will shift 95,000 healthy adults out of the
program and save an estimated $300 million,
providing more funding for vulnerable adults
and children in need of home- and community-based medical care.
The Trump administration should continue to work with these states and others that
are eager to lend a helping hand to individuals seeking to find work. Arizona, Kansas,
Kentucky, Maine, New Hampshire, North
Carolina, Utah, and Wisconsin are currently
seeking approval from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services to implement
work requirements of their own.
These changes are overwhelmingly
supported by the American people, who understand that a well-paying job is the best anti-poverty program. And Trump’s executive
order shows his administration is committed
to helping states, community leaders, and
employers provide more opportunities to the
less fortunate.
Tim Huelskamp, Ph.D., is president of The
Heartland Institute, a nonpartisan, nonprofit
research center headquartered in Arlington
Heights, Illinois. He represented Kansas as
a Republican in the U.S. House from 20112017. Charlie Katebi is a state government
relations manager for The Heartland Institute.

California and Texas approaches to immigration
and the power of states to craft immigration

By Sara Ramey
The Hill
For better and worse, the power
to decide whether local law enforcement assists Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE) rests
in large part with the states — not
the federal government and not city
or county governments.
California and Texas, two of the
biggest political, economic, and
social power houses in the country,
have both passed legislation taking
a strong stand on how their communities will interact with immigration
enforcement efforts that, unsurprisingly, puts them on opposite sides
of the sanctuary city debate.
Both laws are currently the subject of highly-contested litigation.
However, despite the laws’ disparate approaches, both will likely
move forward. For the courts the
issue is not which policy is best, but
rather who, in our federalist system,
has the power to decide.
In May 2017 Texas Gov. Greg
Abbott (R) signed into law SB4
to prohibit sanctuary city policies
and impose duties on local law
enforcement to assist in the federal
government’s immigration efforts.
SB 4 was written to insulate
from prosecution or dismissal any
law enforcement official working
in a sanctuary jurisdiction who
wants to ask about immigration
status, criminally or civilly punish
any local jurisdiction — and official — with a sanctuary policy of
not asking, arresting, or detaining
someone based on immigration
status, and penalize public officials
for speaking out in favor of sanctuary policies.
Before SB4 could enter into
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force on Sept. 1, 2017 a coalition
of cities and counties obtained a
preliminary injunction halting all
but the provision allowing officers
to ask about immigration status.
The state then appealed to the Court
of Appeals for the 5th Circuit.
Effectively doing the opposite as
Texas, on Oct. 5, 2017 California
Gov. Jerry Brown (D) signed into
law the California Values Act, SB
54, limiting the use of local law
enforcement resources for federal
immigration tasks.
SB 54 prohibits local officials
from asking about or arresting
based on immigration status, halts
holding immigrants on ICE detainers or reporting them to ICE, and
limits immigration enforcement at
schools, hospitals, and courthouses.
The law still allows federal
immigration agents to interview
those being held in local custody
and allows reporting to ICE of any
immigrant with a previous conviction from a list of about 800 crimes.
A poll published at the beginning
of November 2017 showed that 53
percent of Californians support SB
54 and 29 percent oppose.
SB 54 entered into force on Jan.
1, 2018. On March 6, 2018 the
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are “slaves” and Captain Underpants will no
longer “tolerate” it on their behalf? Got it.
But Guinasso-Gere was just getting
warmed up. In a television interview he
preached…
“And I would tell those women they are
worth far more than what a man or woman
pay them to have sex; that they have far more
potential, far more value than their bodies
have to offer.”
Could this man be any more condescending to the adult women who have chosen
this line of work of their own free will? As
another old saying goes, “Who died and made
you king?” Indeed, who the heck are you to
decide for them what their “potential” and
“value” is?
Look, if you have religious objections to
prostitution, fine. Then don’t work in a legal
brothel. And don’t patronize legal brothels.
But to try to impose YOUR moral beliefs
on others who don’t share them is not only
insulting to the very concept of freedom and
liberty in America, but the antithesis of Ne-

Trump administration sued California in federal district court claiming
that SB 54 and two of its other laws
limiting immigration enforcement
violate the Constitution’s supremacy clause by preventing federal
immigration agents from carrying
out their job: AB 450 restricting
employer cooperation in workplace
raids and AB 103 establishing state
inspection and review of detention
facilities.
Unfortunately for the administration, not only is there nothing
in the Constitution that requires
that local law enforcement use
their limited resources to do the
federal government’s job, the 10th
Amendment to the Constitution,
which establishes our federalist,
power-sharing form of democracy,
mandates that: “the powers not delegated to the United States by the
Constitution, nor prohibited by it to
the states, are reserved to the states
respectively, or to the people.” The
Supreme Court has ruled that the
federal government therefore cannot commandeer state governments
to enforce federal law.
States consequently have the
power to set local law enforcement
policies, choosing whether and

vada’s historical “live and let live” heritage.
I could go on and on defending the choices
these adult women have made of their own
free will, but trust me — they don’t need no
man to come to their rescue, including me.
Which is why — since this self-righteous
white knight has publicly threatened the
livelihoods of these ladies — I challenged
him to “man up” and publicly debate a pair
of the legal sex workers he’s trying to put out
of work with his ballot initiative.
The first is Alice Little, who works at the
Moonlite Bunny Ranch in Lyon County.
I’ve never met Alice, but I recently listened to an extensive podcast interview she
did with Tim Ferriss, author of The Four
Hour Workweek. And let me tell you, this
young lady is extremely intelligent, extremely articulate and extremely passionate
in defending the profession she’s chosen for
herself.
And if you have ANY notion that Alice is
being “exploited,” as Guinasso alleges, she’ll
shoot it down in seven seconds flat. This is a
Momma Grizzly wrapped in bunny fur.

to what extent to assist ICE [they
cannot actively prevent ICE from
carrying out its job but are under no
obligation to affirmatively aid ICE].
While the logic of the administration’s lawsuit is fundamentally
flawed, it is possible to understand
the frustration of local officials
like Orange County Sheriff Sandra
Hutchens. Just like cities and counties across Texas were not happy
with the passage of SB 4, and sued
the state politicians in Austin, there
are local jurisdictions in California
that are not happy with the choices
made by the state politicians in
Sacramento. Similarly, they want
the autonomy to make their own
decisions on how to best carry out
their law enforcement obligations
and are taking action.
For example, in order to be able
to continue notifying ICE of detainee release dates, on March 26,
2018, Sheriff Hutchens decided to
make all detainee releases public.
The next day, March 27, 2018 the
Orange County Board of Supervisors voted to join the Trump administration’s lawsuit in arguing that
they should be allowed to continue
enforcing immigration law. The
cities of Santa Ana, Escondido and
Ripon followed suit. Several cities,
beginning with Los Alamitos in
Orange County have passed or are
considering ordinances opting-out
of SB 54.
However, the ordinances will
likely be struck down by the courts
and their legal claims in the administration’s lawsuit will fail.
Although local policing power
reserved to the states by the U.S.
Constitution can be delegated to local jurisdictions by a state’s consti-

The other is Christina Parreira. I met her
in Las Vegas last July at Freedom Fest and
accompanied her to an interview with legendary “live and let live” libertarian John Stossel.
Christina isn’t just a legal sex worker in
Nevada. She’s also a PhD student in the Department of Sociology at UNLV who has been
researching and writing her doctoral thesis on
prostitution. And let me tell you something,
this gal ain’t no shrinking violet either.
But in response to my challenge for Mr.
Guinasso to debate these two strong, powerful, knowledgeable and articulate (not to
mention beautiful, if can indulge my inner
male chauvinist pig just a bit) women, here’s
what he wrote on Twitter…
“I will debate Mr. Hoff (sic), not the women he is exploiting... I am not anti-sexworker
and I do not view them as the adversary in
this debate.”
Hoo-boy!
First, I double-dog dare him to accuse
Alice and Christina of being “exploited” in a
public forum. They will clean… his… clock.
Secondly this guy’s claim of not being

tution, this depends on the language
of the state’s constitution. States
like California and Texas have
crafted constitutional provisions by
which they leave their power to cities and counties under what’s called
‘‘home-rule’’ authority, unless they
have established ‘‘general laws’’
which all cities and counties must
then follow.
Unfortunately for local jurisdictions that disagree, California and
Texas have both passed statewide
‘‘general laws’’ legislation mandating the extent to which local law
enforcement should, or should not,
cooperate with federal immigration
agents.
On March 13, 2018 the Court
of Appeals for the 5th Circuit
reinforced that states have the
power to determine local policies
when it unblocked most of SB 4
(the one exception is that local
officials will not face penalties for
exercising their free speech rights
in speaking out against laws like
SB 4). Attorneys for the local Texas
jurisdictions are filing a petition for
rehearing en banc.
Likely, however, the debate on
what policy is going to make our
communities the safest will have
to continue being fought through
the political process at the state
level. The mid-term elections in
November have never looked to be
so contentious.
*****
Sara Ramey is an immigration
attorney and the executive director
at the Migrant Center for Human
Rights in San Antonio, Texas. The
views in this article are not intended
to reflect the official position of the
organization.

“anti-sexworker” is absolutely absurd considering his tip-of-the-spear role in taking
away their ability to continue working legally
in their chosen field.
And while he may not consider them his
“adversary in this debate,” I guaran-darn-tee
you they see HIM as such since success in
his patronizing jihad would take food out of
their mouths and put ‘em out on the street…
literally.
So come on, Captain Underpants. Hike
up your big boy britches and face Alice and
Christina in a public forum over your crusade.
I realize it’d be two-on-one, but hey, let’s face
it: You’re a big tough guy going up against
two little girls who you think need you to
“save” them and their dreams.
Man up or shut up.
*****
Chuck Muth is president of Citizen Outreach, a non-profit public policy grassroots
advocacy organization and publisher of NevadaNewsandViews.com. He may be reached
by email at cmuth@lasvegastribune.com.

Comey’s last stand for the deep state
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By Mark Penn
The Hill opinion contributor
They were among the most
powerful men of the last decade.
They commanded armies of armed
agents, had the ability to bug and
wiretap almost anyone, and had
virtually unlimited budgets. They
were the leadership of the FBI, the
CIA and the director of national intelligence under President Obama.
Each day, it becomes clearer that
they are the real abusers of power
in this drama.
The book by former FBI Director James Comey and the daily
hyperbolic John Brennan sound
bites are perhaps the final reveal of
just how much hubris and vitriol
they had. Comey’s book, according
to reports, contains nothing new
of legal consequence to Trump
(while suggesting that former Attorney General Loretta Lynch has
something to worry about), but it
unmasks the hatred that Comey
had for Donald Trump from the
beginning. It impeaches Comey’s
fitness to have ever held high, nonpartisan office.
Whether you are a Democrat
who can’t stand Trump, a Hillary
Clinton supporter who feels robbed
by Comey, or a Trump supporter,
any use of wiretapping and vast
prosecutorial machinery against
our political campaigns and sitting
presidents always has to be viewed
skeptically and should meet the
highest standards of conduct and
impartiality. The post-election
actions of these former officials
makes suspect their actions as
officials.
It was, after all, Comey who
went to the president during the
transition seeking a one-on-one
meeting to tell him about the
inflammatory dossier, but who

critically omitted telling the president that the dossier was a product
of the Clinton campaign and the
Democratic National Committee.
These facts, he knew, if revealed at
that moment in January, would have
ended further inquiry. This was no
effort to inform the president and
douse the fires of unverified and
salacious information, but one to
inflame the president and spread
the stories everywhere.
Unlike a murder or a robbery
that has a specific trail of facts
that can be investigated, Russia
collusion is an allegation that could
never be disproved. The accusation
allowed special counsel Robert
Mueller to investigate the entirety
of the Trump campaign, every aspect of the presidential transition,
and even interview 27 White House
aides.
When that did not bear fruit, the
special counsel could start looking
at every business transaction with
Russians or foreigners who knew
Russians. After all, collusion could
be hiding anywhere — in a speech
given years ago, a condo bought a
decade ago by an oligarch — so
he could search for it everywhere.

The Mueller investigation bears
all of the hallmarks of prosecutorial
overreach: pre-dawn raids, denial of
reasonable bail, threats to prosecute
family members, investigations
of unrelated business matters. He
didn’t appropriately subpoena
selected transition emails but collected every email in the entire transition without notice, prying them
from holdover employees at the
General Services Administration.
Even Attorney General Jeff
Sessions himself was secretly
investigated. This is everything
our Constitution and the Bill of
Rights were set up to prevent. It’s
the very reason the independent
counsel statute was eliminated.
Never again, we said, after wasting
a year on the Monica Lewinsky
prosecution.
This investigation has now devolved into a full-blown repeat of
that 1998 investigation by bleeding
over to the personal life of the president. It was wrong then, and it’s
wrong now. President Clinton was
guilty of trying to conceal his affair.
John Edwards was guilty of trying
to conceal his affair. Donald Trump
might well be guilty of the same.

The 1998 impeachment verdict
and Edwards trial established that
trying to criminalize this behavior
through perjury traps and strained
election-law readings renders a
mockery of our justice system, and
we rejected it twice.
Moreover, the double standards
being applied here are undermining the rule of law. The payments
to Fusion GPS and Christopher
Steele, the former British spy hired
to compile the Trump dossier, were
concealed as payments to their
attorneys, Perkins Coie, in what
experts believe is a clear violation
of campaign reporting rules on the
use of “cut-outs.”
While the Federal Election Commission complaint over millions of
dollars of these concealed payments
is making its way through administrative channels, the $130,000
payment to a porn star by Trump’s
lawyer, Michael Cohen, prompted
very public search-and-seizure
raids. Either both instances should
be administrative matters or both
should receive raids on their attorneys.
The bank fraud and wire fraud
charges being tossed around on
Cohen are just prosecutor’s tricks.
We are talking about Cohen’s home
equity loan, not the laundering
of Panamanian drug money. By
the same logic, the undisclosed
Perkins Coie payments to Fusion
GPS would be money laundering
and wire fraud since the payments
became illegal when not reported
properly.
Perhaps the last straw was the
report in the New York Times that
Mueller is investigating a $150,000
contribution to the Trump Foundation in exchange for a private
video speech given by Trump in
2015, showing just how grasping

this investigation has become. This
is the same Ukrainian businessman
who gave the Clinton Foundation
$13 million. Nope, no double standard here.
In addition, many of the moves
of the prosecutors have been to
generate publicity, not fight crime.
Mueller indicted 13 Russians knowing there would never be any trials
or questioning of their findings that
were little more than a press release.
The raid on Cohen was not geared
just to get information. It was also a
publicity stunt, exactly the opposite
of how the Justice Department is
supposed to carry out investigations
in ways that protect the confidentiality of those under investigation.
The first report from the inspector general of the Justice
Department came out Friday and it
documents in meticulous detail how
the FBI’s former deputy director,
Andrew McCabe, lied — on audio
tape and under oath — denying a
role in a self-serving leak that he,
in fact, personally managed. His
response? He may sue Trump for
defamation.
As these deep staters turn into
paid talking heads profiting through
books, speeches and clicks, they
undermine any notion that they
acted professionally instead of politically while in office, and the evidence continues to mount that the
foundation for turning the country
upside down for the last year was
most likely two parts politically
tinged hubris and one part sketchy
evidence.
Mark Penn served as pollster
and adviser to President Clinton
from 1995 to 2000, including
during his impeachment. He is
chairman of the Harris Poll and author of the recently released book,
“Microtrends Squared.”

“A Higher Loyalty” should make
Dems angry at Clinton, not Comey

By Gregory J. Wallance
The Hill opinion contributor
“A Higher Loyalty: Truth, Lies and Leadership” by former FBI director James Comey
has reignited the debate over whether Comey
cost Hillary Clinton the 2016 presidential
election.
As analyst Nate Silver of FiveThirtyEight
concluded (not all pollsters agreed), “Hillary
Clinton would probably be president if FBI
director James Comey had not sent a letter
to Congress on October 28.” That letter, of
course, disclosed the existence of new emails
apparently relevant to the FBI’s investigation
of Clinton’s private email server just 11 days
before the election.
Democrats should stop averting their eyes
from an ugly truth they don’t want to talk
about in public: There never would have been
a Clinton email server investigation if there
hadn’t been a Clinton email server.
When Clinton became secretary of State,
she set up a private email server in her home
and used it for official business. When IT
staffers at the State Department expressed
concern, a department official told them
“that the matter was not to be discussed
any further” because there had been a legal
review (there hadn’t). In the end, at least
30,000 emails concerning official business,
some classified, were sent or received on her
personal email server.
A subsequent investigation by the State
Department inspector general found that
Clinton had violated State Department policy and federal record retention regulations.

Clinton argued that her five predecessors had
done the same thing. In fact, most of them
hadn’t. Secretary of State Colin Powell, for
example, sent and received emails from a
private laptop in his office at a time when the
State Department directives on this practice
were nowhere near as specific and robust as
when Clinton was in office.
Clinton refused to be interviewed by the
IG, whose report concluded that, had Clinton sought permission for her email server,
it wouldn’t have been granted because of
national security concerns. Eventually she
apologized, which only established that, as
has been said of the Clintons, they’d rather
seek forgiveness than permission.
Unfathomably, in the minds of Democrats,

Comey is the overarching villain. But Clinton
and her supporters can scapegoat Comey for
her loss only by ignoring the existence of the
private email server — and the impossible
circumstances that Comey found himself in.
In July 2016, Comey had publicly represented that the email server investigation
had been closed without charges against
Clinton. The discovery in October of the new
emails left Comey with two options. One
was marked “damned if you do.” He could
supplement his testimony by disclosing the
discovery of the new emails to Congress just
days before the election and then face howls
of outrage at the FBI from Democrats.
His other option was marked “damned if
you don’t, which meant leaving the public

with the continuing misimpression that the
email server investigation was over. If Clinton had won the election, the Republicans
would have howled with outrage at the FBI
when the existence of the new emails inevitably became known.
Comey went with “damned if you do.”
Donald Trump won, the howls came from
the Democrats, and the wisdom of his choice
will be debated forever.
In fairness, no one has written a playbook
on how the FBI should deal with a potentially explosive development in a previously
disclosed but now closed investigation of
a major party presidential candidate in the
last days of a presidential election. There is
no evidence that Comey acted from partisan
motives to help Trump win or that he thought
disclosure would advance his career prospects. He knew that he was about to make
half the country furious with him.
If Comey made a mistake in judgment
under intense time pressure in unprecedented
circumstances, as he credibly told George
Stephanopoulos in his Sunday night ABC interview, he was trying to do “the right thing.”
Given the way Clinton went about it, can
the same be said of her decision to install and
maintain the private email server?
*****
Gregory J. Wallance was a federal prosecutor during the Carter and Reagan administrations. He is the author of “The Woman
Who Fought An Empire: Sarah Aaronsohn
and Her Nili Spy Ring.” Follow him on
Twitter at @gregorywallance.

We will better protect national parks for just pennies more per visit

By Hannah Downey
and Tate Watkins
The Hill opinion contributors
If you’ve ever peered over the
edge of Half Dome in Yosemite,
hiked to Angels Landing in Zion,
or watched alligators cruise through
the Everglades, it’s clear why our
national parks have been marked
and preserved as special places.
Currently, visitors pay for admission to about a quarter of our
more than 400 national park units,
and last week the National Park
Service announced that it will increase rates for most types of passes
by $5 starting in June.
“This is just one of the ways
we are carrying out our commitment to ensure that national parks
remain world class destinations
that provide an excellent value for
families from all income levels,”
Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke said
of the change.
The modest fee increase means
that for the price of an ice cream
cone at Yellowstone’s Canyon
Lodge we will collectively be
investing millions in the future of

our beloved public lands — which
urgently need it.
When you think of the Grand
Canyon you most likely envision
the many layers cut into the red
earth by the Colorado River, not the
leaky, 80-year-old Trans-Canyon
Pipeline. Yet the pipeline routinely
breaks, leaving park visitors without potable water on an entire rim
of the canyon and costing taxpayers
roughly $25,000 per repair.
Unfortunately, this is the reality
of many of our national parks. For
all their majesty and grandeur,
behind the scenes much of their
infrastructure is crumbling. The
National Park Service faces $11.6
billion of overdue maintenance
projects. Forty-one percent of
paved roads in national parks are
rated “poor” or “fair,” and thousands of miles of trails are in “poor”
or “seriously deficient” condition.
We can no longer sit by and watch
as our crown jewels tarnish.
The small change in visitor
fees can make a big difference in
the future of our park system and
tackling the maintenance backlog.

In the 117 national park units that
do charge fees, the majority of fee
revenues can be retained and used
by the park that collects them.
Under the Federal Lands Recreation Enhancement Act, a minimum
of 80 percent of fees collected
within a given park stays within that
park. Any remainder goes back to
the National Park Service to help
improve the 300 parks that do not
charge any fees. Of the share of
funds retained by a park, 55 percent
is designated for deferred maintenance projects.
Permitting parks to keep visitor
fees allows superintendents and
managers with the best on-theground knowledge of park needs
and visitor desires to determine how
to best spend those funds. Giving
local management the flexibility to
decide which projects take priority empowers individual parks to
address deferred maintenance or
tackle routine maintenance before
it becomes overdue.
While visitor fees can’t immediately solve all maintenance
problems, the upcoming increase

can certainly help take a bite out
of them. In 2016, National Park
Service entrance fees totaled $199
million. With an estimated additional $60 million in fee revenue from
the rate increase, we can expect
parks to generate over a quarter of
a billion dollars from fees alone.
This is great news for parks like
Denali National Park and Preserve
in Alaska, which faces a maintenance backlog of $54.7 million.
By increasing its per-person entry
fee from $10 to $15, Superintendent Don Striker estimates that the
park will be able to “eliminate [its]
non-roads maintenance backlog in
five years.” This is a crucial step
in preserving some of the wildest
country in America.
There was fear that raising
visitor fees substantially, which
the Interior Department originally
proposed last October, would keep
people out of their national parks.
But with the new price schedule, the
most expensive seven-day vehicle
pass will rise from $30 to $35. For
a family of five making a summer
road trip to Grand Teton National

Park, that’s an increase of only
$1 per person for the whole week,
or about $0.15 a day per family
member. And where admission fees
are charged, they will still make
up a small portion of the cost of
most park visits — just 3 percent
according to data from Yellowstone
and Yosemite.
As national park users, we
should be thrilled that for mere pennies per visitor-day we can better
protect America’s best idea. The
fee increase shows that the National
Park Service is prioritizing maintenance and taking steps to involve
those of us who love and enjoy our
parks in the solution. It’s time to
take pride not only in being public
land owners but also in becoming
better public land funders.
Hannah Downey is the policy
and partnerships coordinator at
PERC, the Property and Environment Research Center, a nonprofit
institute in Bozeman, Montana,
dedicated to improving environmental quality through property
rights and markets. Tate Watkins is
a research fellow at PERC.
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Border security weaknesses more
serious than so-called caravan

By Nolan Rappaport
The Hill opinion contributor
Pueblo Sin Fronteras (People
Without Borders) gathered approximately 1,500 asylum-seeking
Central American migrants together
in March 2018, to form a caravan
for a 2000-mile march to the United
States. It attracted a lot of attention
which turned out to be much ado
about nothing.
On April 3, 2018, DHS Secretary Kirstjen Nielsen tweeted:
“I’ve been advised by Mexican
officials that the caravan is dissipating. GOM has repatriated several hundred participants to Central
America and is offering refugee
status to others who qualify. I thank
the GOM for their partnership on
this and other security issues.”
Nevertheless, President Donald
Trump was concerned about the
caravan when he sent a memorandum to the secretary of Defense
directing him to arrange for the
deployment of National Guard
troops at the border. And the House
Subcommittee on National Security
held a hearing on it, “A ‘Caravan’
of illegal immigrants: A test of U.S.
borders.”
Despite political spin to the contrary, the border is not secure, and
the hearing highlighted problems
which are preventing DHS from
securing it.
The National Immigration Forum submitted a statement claiming that U.S. border policies have
been effective, but that claim was
contradicted by testimony from the
director of the Texas Department
of Public Safety (DPS), Colonel
Steven McCraw.
According to McCraw, the federal government did not respond

to numerous requests from Texas
Governor Greg Abbott to provide
the Border Patrol with the resources
it needs to secure the border, so Texas has had to provide the necessary
assistance at its own expense.
Texas deployed State Troopers,
Special Agents, and Texas Rangers
to the border to conduct aroundthe-clock ground, marine, and air
operations. Then, three years later,
it deployed 500 State Troopers,
tactical marine boats, aircraft and
detection technology assets, and the
Texas National Guard to the border.
But illegal crossings and smuggling continued and crime in the
border region continued to rise.
Brandon Judd, president of the
National Border Patrol Council,
testified that the biggest challenge
to securing the border is a shortage
of manpower. The Border Patrol
has only been able to bring its numbers up to 19,300 agents, despite a
congressionally mandated floor of
21,370 agents.
Trump plans to hire 5,000 additional agents, but that may not be
possible.
Although the Border Patrol has
been averaging 523 new hires a

year, it has been losing 904 agents
a year.
Border Patrol agents are deployed to less desirable duty locations than other federal law
enforcement officers and generally
receive lower compensation. Also,
two-thirds of the applicants fail the
polygraph test.
Misuse of agents is another
problem. The McAllen Station has
more than 700 agents, but leave
and off-duty-days typically reduce
that number to around 400 agents.
And only around 50 of them are
assigned to patrol the station’s 60mile section of the border.
McAllen is reporting an apprehension rate of 79 percent, but that
is just guesswork. When single
agents patrol 14-mile zones, it is not
possible to know how many illegal
crossings are being made.
Judd also complained about
“catch and release,” which is the
practice of releasing aliens arrested
shortly after an illegal border crossing on their promise to return for a
removal hearing. The immigration
court backlog is so bad that the
wait for a hearing usually is at least
two years.
Approximately 88 percent of
released aliens do not return for

their hearings.
The backlog is worse than Judd
indicates. As of February 2018,
there were 684,583 pending cases,
and Attorney General Jeff Session’s
plan to reduce the backlog is unrealistic.
Acting Border Patrol Chief Carla L. Provost declined an invitation
to testify and did not send anyone
in her place.
Andrew R. Arthur, from the
Center for Immigration Studies, testified that border security measures
will not be effective until various
loopholes and flaws in the immigration laws are addressed. For
instance, border security is being
undermined by the “credible-fear”
system.
Most undocumented aliens
apprehended shortly after an illegal entry or at a port of entry are
subject to expedited removal unless
they request asylum and establish a
credible fear of persecution, which
entitles them to an asylum hearing
in removal proceedings.
Credible fear determinations
have increased from 5,000 in 2009
to 94,000 in 2016, and due apparently to misapplication of asylum
law, a credible fear was found in
88 percent of the cases.

Also, the William Wilberforce
Trafficking Victims Reauthorization Protection Act (TVPRA) has
been used to require placement with
the Office of Refugee Resettlement
instead of removal proceedings for
the 200,000 unaccompanied alien
children (UACs) who have come
to America from Central America
since 2013. But most of them are
not trafficking victims.
According to the White House,
most UACs fail to appear at their
hearings and many who do and are
found deportable do not comply
with their deportation orders. Only
3.5 percent of them are removed
from the U.S.
It is apparent from this testimony
that the border is not secure and that
the measures being taken to secure
it are not likely to be effective.
Nolan Rappaport was detailed
to the House Judiciary Committee
as an executive branch immigration law expert for three years; he
subsequently served as an immigration counsel for the Subcommittee
on Immigration, Border Security
and Claims for four years. Prior
to working on the Judiciary Committee, he wrote decisions for the
Board of Immigration Appeals for
20 years.

because in Cuba you can’t have a
debate. The answer is that in the
U.S. the people know my stance.
We also have transparency on who
donates and who doesn’t. Yes, I
support the Second Amendment
and those people who support that
Amendment support me. Those
who don’t support it can vote
against me. I wish you could do that
in Cuba, because you can’t.”
As I said I can criticize the
senator for his negligence, but also
praise him for speaking to that little
journalist from Cuba on behalf of
all of us.
*****
Apparently Las Vegans
are not smart enough
to do the job
It is a shame to live in a city
where the citizens are considered
inept or even worse, illiterate.
With the unemployment line still
50 feet long and collection agencies
located on every corner of Las
Vegas, many government agencies
and other companies hire collection
agencies in other states.
Payments for the Las Vegas Valley Water District need to be sent to
Phoenix, Arizona. The City of Las
Vegas Sewer Services and Traffic
tickets payments are to be paid in
Los Angeles, California, even the
Las Vegas Review-Journal financial
services are located in Phoenix,
Arizona. Nevada Energy at least
keeps its payment center in Nevada,
but where is the center? Not in Las
Vegas, but in Reno.

It is like they consider that people in Las Vegas have no brains and
don’t know how to use a computer.
Forget about the knowledge of
mathematics, which is no longer
important because computers do
all that for us.
If contracting some of the best
agencies in the field of collections
and financial services — such as
Reynolds and Associates and Allied
Collection Services, just to mention
a couple — and considering the fact
that the best 30 companies are located in Las Vegas is not acceptable
enough for these city agencies for
whatever reason, they should consider opening their own collection
department and employing local
personnel, instead of operating
from neighboring states.
Consider the Review-Journal;
even when you call their offices
with delivery problems, we need
to talk to someone in Phoenix.
What do those people know about
the paper delivery problems in Las
Vegas?
It is sad to know that the city
of Las Vegas government believes
that people in California are smarter
than we are. I assume they will also
want to bring people in from California to vote in our local elections.
*****
Perly Viasmensky is the General
Manager of the Las Vegas Tribune.
She writes a weekly column in this
newspaper. To contact Perly Viasmensky, email her at pviasmensky@
lasvegas tribune.com.

unwarranted.
13. Lying down: Natasha McKenna was handcuffed and immobilized when she was tased to death.
When you are asleep, like 7-yearold Aiyana Jones was when Officer
Joseph Weekley shot her dead, you
are still a threat.
14. Being too big: ... Eric Garner was so big that Officer Daniel
Pantaleo had to use an outlawed
choke hold.
15. Being too small: Charleena Lyles was barely 100 pounds,
which is why her body couldn’t
ward off the bullets from Seattle
cops when they killed her in her
apartment. Natasha McKenna was
5 feet 3 inches tall and so thin that
a restraint belt couldn’t hold her.
So even though she was handcuffed
with her hands behind her back,
shackled around the legs, a hobble
strap connected to both restraints
and a spit mask placed over her
face, Fairfax County, Va., police
still had to use a Taser on her with
50,000 volts of electricity until
she died.
16. Looking: Tommy Sanders, a Baltimore police officer,
approached Lamont Hunt because
Hunt was “staring at him.” Sanders
said that Hunt attacked him, but
every witness in the trial said that
Hunt did not assault him but walked
away. Sanders shot Hunt in the back
of the head.
He was found not guilty.
17. Breathing: Eric Garner said,
“I can’t breathe,” which Daniel
Pantaleo translated as resisting
arrest. Tashii Brown was already
on the ground after Las Vegas cop

Kenneth Lopera used a Taser on
him and punched him repeatedly.
Not satisfied, Lopera put Brown
in a choke hold until Brown stopped
breathing.
18. Being black: If all else
fails, simply stop being black. I’ve
never seen anyone do it, but it’s
worth a try.
Now many of you might be
smiling over this list, seeing just
the listed items as some kind of
spoof, yet those who suffered and/
or died because of those very things
know the real meaning of being
Black and the necessity of teaching
their children and each other the
rules for HOW TO SURVIVE IN
AMERICA.
Isn’t it a sad commentary on
America that many of us are still
automatically afraid of the color of
one’s skin?
Oh, and that one other item for
the list — and this is very necessary
for White people to pay attention
to as well:
Read all posted signs that
require one to make a purchase
or to be wearing certain items of
clothing, such as shoes or shirts,
before sitting down. And all those
who post such signs be sure to make
them prominent enough and apply
to those of any color who dare risk
everything to wait inside your establishment.
*****
Maramis Choufani is the Managing Editor of the Las Vegas
Tribune. She writes a weekly column in this newspaper. To contact
Maramis, email her at maramis@
lasvegastribune.com.

Viasmensky

(Continued from Page 11)
D.C. grand jury. Another, as I have
pointed out before, is the “Dishonorable” Amy Berman Jackson, who
has given Mueller license to terrorize the president’s former campaign
manager Paul Manafort to coerce
him into telling incriminating lies
about Trump to bring him down.
I could list many other federal
judges on this court who are complicit in the coup d’etat now being
waged by the bipartisan establishment, and in future columns I will
certainly “out them.” What really
sticks in my craw is that these federal judges have taken a solemn
oath to preserve and protect the
Constitution and instead are bent
on politically trashing it to further
the missions of those that got them
their jobs.
In short, fellow patriots, the
republic, “one nation under God,”
currently finds itself on a steep
cliff, and these bad actors, through
their actions and inactions, are

pushing We the People off this
fatal precipice. It’s time we fight
back — and that is why I urge you
sign my petitions to support our
cases, which seek the removal of
Mueller, Sessions, Rosenstein and
other conspirators. Go to www.
freedomwatchusa.org. Please also
urgently inundate the White House
with emails and letters demanding
that I be appointed a second special
counsel.
If the president fearlessly appoints me special counsel, I pledge
my honor and life that I will legally
eliminate these swamp creatures
and send the nation back onto the
path of freedom and liberty conceived of on July 4, 1776, in my
birthplace of Philadelphia.
*****
Larry Klayman is a former
Justice Department prosecutor and
the founder of Judicial Watch and
Freedom Watch. His latest book is
“Whores: Why and How I Came to
Fight the Establishment.”

(Continued from Page 10)
corruption. I wonder if the influence
lobbyists hold on politicians was in
the agenda, specifically the NRA,
from whom you’ve received more
than three million dollars. What do
you say to your voters from Lima?
Will you continue to accept money
from that organization? What do
you say to the Parkland victims?”
Can anybody imagine this Cuban from Cuba speaking about
corruption?
Marco Rubio politely answered
his question and also gave him a
good lesson in American civics —
and what a lesson it was — and
most important, the lesson was free.
My space is limited and I know
our Managing Editor will be jumping on me, but I cannot help but
share Marco Rubio’s words to journalists of the “prestigious” 8-page
Granma Newspaper.
“My wish is that Cuba, Venezuela, and every country which
has differences can decide them
at the polls. Not through violence,
not through illegitimate political
movements. That’s what I wish.
At the end of the day I think that
in a free society, those who have
disagreement with a political stance
can vote against that politician. In
five years I will have to run again.
In the United States, in comparison
to Cuba, we have a free press. The
press can question and criticize me
all they want, and they do so daily.
I’m glad we’re able to hold debates,

(Continued from Page 10)
to teach their children — especially
the males — what NOT to do in
order not to appear suspicious and
get caught up in a police situation
where they could end up arrested,
hurt, or even killed? At the end of
this article, I’ll add one more thing
to that list.
Sometimes humor is used to
make a point — although it might
not seem so funny to those who
have experienced the hurtful, painful, stupid and even ignorant behavior on the part of those involved in
creating the unnecessary drama that
has led to so much suffering on the
part of Blacks in both the distant
past and the not-so-distant past.
While I was struck by the nonlethal episode involving two Black
men at a Starbucks, a place where
I have waited for friends, without
buying coffee, on several occasions, I am well aware of the more
horrendous situations that Blacks
find themselves involved in because
of the color of their skin.
Here is a short list, entitled “An
Incomplete List of Things Black
People Should Avoid Doing so
They Won’t Be Killed by Police”
— minus all the full “explanations”
that go with each — written by Michael Harriot, and published in The
Root, under the heading of HOW
TO SURVIVE IN AMERICA. The
article prefaced the list by stating,
To combat this deadly epidemic,
we put together a handy guide to
help black people end this trend
that disproportionately affects black
people. Here are the things you

should avoid doing when police
are around:
Running: Stephon Clark was
unarmed, but he ran. We learned
from the deaths of Walter Scott
and Freddie Gray that running
away from police is both a criminal
offense and an act of aggression.
Walking: Amadou Diallo was
simply walking to his apartment.
When Chicago Police Detective
Dante Servin shot Rekia Boyd, she
was not involved in any crime or
altercation. She just happened to
be walking by. Terence Crutcher
was shot in the back when he was
killed by Tulsa, Okla., Police Officer Betty Shelby.
All three victims were unarmed.
3. Driving: Sandra Bland was
stopped for changing lanes without
a signal and ended up dead.
4. Turning your back to police:
Stephon Clark, Walter Scott, Dominique White and Aaron Bailey were
all shot in the back, facing away
from police officers.
5. Facing police: Apparently,
police “fear for their lives” no
matter in which direction you turn.
6. Not complying with police
orders: One of the biggest things
you must learn is how to “stop
resisting.”
7. Complying with police orders: Officers Christopher DiPashquale and Kirk Dodd pulled over
17-year-old Donta Dawson and
told him to put his hands up. When
he did, they shot him for “sudden
movements.” South Carolina State
Trooper Sean Groubert asked Levar
Jones for his driver’s license. When

Hones reached for it, Groubert shot
him.
8. Carrying an illegal firearm:
[Even if is not used, seen, or wielded in any way]
9. Carrying a legal firearm:
Philando Castile was carrying a
legally registered firearm when
Jeronimo Yanez shot him. He never
pointed it at Yanez. He informed
Yanez that he was carrying a gun.
But still ...
10. Carrying a fake firearm:
Like Tamir Rice, John Crawford
was carrying a BB gun when Crawford was shot and killed in an Ohio
Walmart. Crawford’s killer said he
felt an “imminent threat.” Officer
Timothy Loehmann, who shot and
killed Tamir Rice, said, “The threat
to my partner and myself was real
and active.” — Toy guns are strictly
forbidden if you want to live.
11. Carrying no firearm at
all: The aforementioned rules also
apply to perceived guns. Police
say they mistook Stephon Clark’s
iPhone for a gun, a common mistake. Rumain Brisbon was carrying
a prescription bottle that police
assumed was a firearm. Cops allegedly thought Amadou Diallo’s
wallet was a gun.
Walking around empty-handed
doesn’t matter. Baltimore police
officers admitted that they kept
toy guns to plant in case they shot
a suspect.
12. Standing up: Brendon
Glenn was on the ground trying
to stand up when he was shot in
the back by Los Angeles Police
Officer Clifford Proctor. Even the
police chief said the shooting was

Klayman

Maramis
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(Left to Right) Lisa Mack, Lori Legacy, Vita Corimbi, and Jacquelyn Holland-Wright

Interview with the cast:
“Menopause, The Musical” (Harrahs)

By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos of the cast’s interview by
Sandy Zimmerman and others by
“Menopause, The Musical”
Sandy visited “Menopause, The
Musical’s” laugh-a-minute show
and met the four talented ladies
who portray the following characters: Professional woman — Lisa
Mack; Soap Star — Jacquelyn
Holland-Wright; Earth mother —
Vita Corimbi and Iowa Housewife
— Lori Legacy.
SZ: “Why did they create a
musical show about Menopause?
It bothers women!”
Vita: “Because everyone goes
through menopause.”
SZ: “Menopause, The Musical”
is a hit musical, the longest running
musical in Las Vegas — 12 years.
Has your show appeared in one
hotel the entire time?”
Lori: “We started at the Hilton
in 2006, then the Luxor, and at
Harrahs for three years now.”
SZ: “Everybody had you!”
SZ: “What are some of the mu-

sical numbers?”
Lori: “We sing about hot flash-

es like Marilyn Monroe’s ‘Heat
Wave’ turns into ‘I’m Having a Hot

Cindy Williams of Laverne and Shirley will join “Menopause, the Musical” soon.

Flash’ and ‘My Guy’ becomes ‘My
Thighs.’’ It’s all the music from the
60’s, 70’s and 80’s. Everybody will
recognize them.”
Vita: “Eight shows a week keeps
us young.”
Jacquelyn: “And it’s great therapy.”
SZ: “Would women who suffer
from menopause like the show, you
remind them of their problems?”
Jacquelyn: “It’s a place when
women can finally feel normal and
not alone during the process of
the change. This musical is a celebration of coming into a time of a
woman’s life is a time to celebrate
and they shouldn’t be ashamed.
We deserve to be in this place in
our lives and nobody feels alone.
We celebrate together, the men
love to celebrate and feel they are
not alone and women aren’t crazy.
You leave our musical feeling like
a fifth girlfriend. The premise of our
story is these are four women who
meet at a department store, very
unlikely combo of women who end
up becoming incredible friends and
form a sisterhood. It is a show about
celebrating the sisterhood, celebrating the change and the numbers are
all beautiful parodies of familiar
music. You’ll leave feeling empowered, celebrated, not alone, and it’s

just a beautiful musical where we
can come together and celebrate.”
SZ: “Why has your show lasted
so long?”
Lori: “They haven’t found a cure
for menopause!”
Lisa: “Every woman has to go
through menopause and every man
who lives with or knows a woman
has to go through it with her, the
whole world!”
Lori: “The whole family goes
through menopause and we’re a
family.”
SZ: “When you think of these
songs it makes you happy because
they are making fun of something
that is bothering women and men.”
“Menopause, The Musical”
appears every night at 6:30 p.m.,
show starts at 7:30 p.m. with an
added show on Saturday at 4 p.m.,
at Harrah’s Cabaret, at Harrah’s
Las Vegas.
Award-winning syndicated columnist Sandy Zimmerman is a Show
and Dining reviewer as well as travel, health, luxury living and more.
Sandy is talk show host of Sandy
Zimmerman’s Las Vegas TV. For
information, questions, or to recommend subjects, please call (702)515-0846, FACEBOOK@SZLVTV
or email sandyzimm2003@yahoo.
com.

F.I.O.R.E. helps in the fight
against human trafficking
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By the Las Vegas Tribune Roving Reporter
Photos by David “Bananas” Williams and Lorraine Sardelli
Some of the most interesting people in Las Vegas are
members of the Non Club Club Fiore. The club itself may be
the most interesting club in the world, for that matter.
Case in point, this month’s speakers at the F.I.O.R.E.’s
luncheon, Ken and Lena Walther. While each month brings in
great guest speakers and fascinating topics, April’s program
took on one of the most powerful and poignant topics to date.
Human Trafficking.
Lena Walther was a member of the Swedish Foreign Ministry and later on, an overseas support officer for the CIA. Ken
Walther is a Vietnam Era (Army) Veteran and 27-year CIA
Operations Officer. 20 years ago they retired and moved to
Las Vegas. Not a couple to take retirement lightly, Lena was
appointed as the Swedish Consul to Nevada in 2006 and is
now the Dean of the Consular Corp.
We still don’t know what Ken does!
How did two former Diplomats get involved in the fight
against Human Sex Trafficking?
Ten years ago, Lena intervened and saved her first enslaved victims. She and Ken recognized this unimaginable
world of pain and quickly joined in the fight against Human
Sex Trafficking.
The large audience at the Italian American Club,
F.I.O.R.E.’s home base, was clearly mesmerized and shocked
by the powerful presentation. It is eye opening and shocking
to learn what is going on in your own backyard. Children are
being taken by traffickers for enslavement. Some survive and
tragically, some do not. Their compelling talk encouraged
awareness, advocacy and education to prevent these predators
from working within our community
Pastor Kay Landwehr, founder and President of “House
of the Rising Sun,” and author of the book: “Jesus Loves
Prostitutes” also joined in the conversation. A member of
the Mayor’s Faith Based Initiative, and the Nevada Coalition
to Prevent the Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children
(CSEC), she spoke briefly, emphasizing the relevance and dire
need of this program for the Prevention of Human Trafficking.

Lena and Ken Walther dedicated pillars of the community.
(www.awarenessisprevention.com)
Here is a the list of their upcoming lunch/events programs:
The F.I.O.R.E. is much more than just friends, fun and
May 10 — Las Vegas Entertainer/Comedian/Magician
food. Its members are an asset to the community.
Fielding West and Piano virtuoso Antonio Carnota (The
Music for the event was provided by the Gary Anderson Spanish Liberace)
Ensemble (less Gary Anderson) plus jazz guitar virtuoso Rick
June 14 — Gianna Miceli, A woman on a Mission.
Vitallo, Joe Daro and Jimmy Lacey.
July TBA — The Fiore Fourteenth Birthday Party
The once a month gathering has proven to be a major
Kudos to the Fiore.
success among Las Vegas locals. In July, F.I.O.R.E. will
For more information on this Dynamic Club please visit
celebrate its 14th anniversary.
www.NonclubclubFiore.com and click the about us page

A serious subject requires a dedicated commitment.

Ken Walter, Nelson Sardelli, Dr. Ramsis Ghaly (travels monthly from Chicago
to attend the F.I.O.R.E. meetings) and Lena Walther.

Dr. Lonnie Hammargren taking a closer look at Ken with David Adolf.

A superb and informative presentation.

The Italian American Club President, Angelo Cassaro,
Nelson Sardelli with Lena and Ken Walther.

Lena Walther joins other F.I.O.R.E. members Chris Hall, Nelson Sardelli and Sue Lowden.
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“No Pictures, no names ... we’re in the secret witness protection program.

Ladies of the F.I.O.R.E.... Nancy Cassaro, Ann Parenti, Jeanette Girard,
Rosemary DellaRatta and Maxine Gaines.

Debbie Bush, Ann Brand, Libby Miller, Patsy Kart, Dr. Will Krom and Robert Bush.

Nelson Sardelli with Ben Perry, stuntman
for Chuck Norris, amongst other things.

Carolyn Solomon, Della Iacono, Maria Barth, Heidi Clingen and Lance Parvin.

The beards have it... Nelson and Lorraine Sardelli..

Carol Jervig, Toni Reiser, Mike Decilla, Irene Albrecht and Samantha Kolari.

Gina Pensati and Michael Monge, Floyd Popple and the Duke of Fremont Street.

Kaye and Chuck Hicks, Terry Curtis, and siblings, Susan and Barry Heifitz.

F.I.O.R.E. President Scotty LaFatta, running for
Lt. Governor of the State of Nevada.
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Chuck and Lesa Knowles with Jeannie Meneley.

Wayne Hood with new members, Michael Dorton and Frankie Williams.

Gene and Angela Vitale.

Best friends, Joey Velardi and Melinda Reed.

Phree Bartley and Tom Collins.

One of the original ambassadors,
Judy Coco.

Arlene and Bart Damele.

Eliana and Charles Saba with Nelson Sardelli.

Jim Hatland and Donve Stanley.

Presidents, Steve Trotto and Spike Measer.

F.I.O.R.E.’s Master Musicians, Joe Darro, Jimmy Racey and Rick Vittallo.
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Zappos toasts ‘The Underground,’ the Mob Museum’s
new prohibition history exhibition, with sponsorship

By Mike Kermani
Las Vegas Tribune
Zappos.com today announced
it has signed on to serve as the
sponsor of The Underground, the
new Prohibition history exhibition
at The Mob Museum, The National
Museum of Organized Crime and
Law Enforcement, which opens to
the public April 20.
This alliance will be known as
“The Underground at The Mob
Museum Protected by Zappos”
and recognizes the newest, exciting addition to the award-winning
Museum as well as the genuine
community-building rapport it enjoys with the leading destination in
online apparel and footwear sales.
The Mob Museum, a 501(c)(3)
organization, is located next door
to Zappos’ corporate headquarters
in downtown Las Vegas.
As The Underground’s signature sponsor, Zappos will enjoy
other unique privileges and onsite
exposure. For example, one of The
Underground’s monthly beer selections available to the public will
be crafted in collaboration with the
Zappos team and will be known as
“Zap on Tap.”
The centerpiece in The Underground is a working still producing
moonshine. The surrounding exhibit tells the stories of bootleggers and
rum runners, and the government
agents who tried to take them down.
“Everyone at Zappos loves The
Mob Museum, and we have been
delighted to support it over the
years,” said Loren Becker, Zappos
experience and community team
manager. “When we learned about
the addition of The Underground
and its immersive distillery and
speakeasy elements, we knew it
would be the most fun history exhibit any museum ever conceived.
Naturally, we wanted to be a part
of it.”
“We are grateful to Zappos for
the commitment they continue to
demonstrate to the Museum,” said
Kimberly Kindig, senior director
of strategic partnerships, The Mob
Museum. “We could not imagine a
better way to commemorate our ongoing friendship with our neighbor
than by debuting The Underground
Protected by Zappos.”
Guests touring The Underground will learn about Prohibition-era bootlegging and rum
running. Prohibition shut down
thousands of breweries and distilleries across America, but it could
not eliminate the public’s desire for
alcohol. It simply forced the brewing and distilling of booze into the
shadows, contributed significantly
to the rise and proliferation of the
Mob in America.
Entirely re-envisioning the typical museum exhibition experience,
The Underground will take visitors
on an uncommonly vivid journey
back in time: Situated discreetly
in the basement of the Museum,
The Underground will house a real
working distillery and speakeasy.
While visiting these vibrant, im-

mersive environments, guests will
be compelled to ponder the time
when consuming alcohol was not
only a criminal act, but also bred
secret watering holes—some of
which became the most glamorous
places to be.
Numerous artifacts found in the
distillery and speakeasy will add
depth and context to the experience.
Items to be on display include a
beaded chiffon dress, ca. 1926,
which is an example of the new
and bolder fashions that became
popular during the Prohibition era
due to the rise of flapper culture,
as well as a 5-gallon whiskey still,
one of the smaller home stills used
to make alcohol during Prohibition.
Complete with luxurious Art
Deco-inspired design motifs, and
a distinctive sense that something
illicit is afoot, The Underground
speakeasy will feature The Mob
Museum’s own house-distilled
spirits and house-brewed beer, as
well as tempting Prohibition-era
cocktails. Genuine Moonshine
made onsite from corn mash will
be the centerpiece of the cocktail
collection, which will also feature
a full bar including the Museum’s
proprietary vodka, gin and rum.
For more information about Prohibition, visit the Museum’s online
exhibit atprohibitionhistory.org. To
follow progress on the Museum’s
enhancement program and all new
exhibits opening in 2018, visit themobmuseum.org/renovation.
*****
LEGENDARY ROCK BAND
YES TO BRING
QUINTESSENTIAL YES:
THE 50th ANNIVESRARY
TOUR TO WESTGATE LAS
VEGAS RESORT & CASINO
Legendary rock band YES, featuring Jon Anderson, Trevor Rabin
and Rick Wakeman, are celebrating
their remarkable career, which has
spanned decades, with a new world
tour, including a return to Las Vegas. The Rock & Roll Hall of Famers will bring the Quintessential
YES: The 50th Anniversary Tour
to the historic International Theater
inside Westgate Las Vegas Resort &
Casino on Saturday, September 1,
2018 at 8 p.m. Produced by Danny
Zelisko Presents, tickets go on sale
Monday, Aril 23, 2018 at 10 a.m.
The most successful progressive
rock group of all time, 2017 Rock &
Roll Hall Of Fame inductees YES,
was co-founded by Jon Anderson
and the late Chris Squire in 1968.
They went on to sell millions of
records, with releases such as The
YES Album, Fragile, Close to The
Edge, Tales From Topographic
Oceans, Going For The One and
90125, as well as embarking on several record-breaking world tours.
YES will perform Saturday,
September 1, 2018 at 8 p.m. inside
the Westgate International Theater
at Westgate Las Vegas Resort &
Casino. Tickets are $40, $65, $85
and $125 plus tax and fees and
can be purchased at the Westgate
Las Vegas Resort & Casino Box

Office at (800) 222-5361 or online
at www.westgatelasvegas.com.
Guests must be 21 years or older.
Find the Westgate Las Vegas Resort
& Casino on Facebook and follow
on Twitter.
*****
RAMON AYALA IN CONCERT
AT THE DESERT ARENA
IN PRIMM
Tickets are on sale now for Ramon Ayala in concert on Saturday,
May 5 at the Star of the Desert
Arena in Primm. Guests will enjoy
the signature sounds of the Latin
award-winning artist including
“Tragos Amargos,” “Un Puno de
Tierra,” and “Rinconcito en el
Cielo.” Doors open at 7 p.m. and
the show begins at 8 p.m. Tickets
start at $40.
Known as the “El Rey del
Acordeon (the king of the accordion),” Ayala began playing the
accordion at the age of six. Following in the footsteps of his father
musician Ramon Cobarrubias,
Ayala performed in public places to
support his family before achieving
mainstream stardom as a musician.
He gained recognition for his

contributions to modern conjunto
music with distinctive sounds and a
definitive instrumental style that led
to hit songs covered by countless
contemporary Latin music artists.
After performing in several notable
bands, including Los Jilgueros de
Marin and Los Pavorreales,
Ayala set out on his own, forming the legendary band Ramon
Ayala y sus Bravos del Norte. The
group earned multiple Grammy
nominations and awards for Best
Mexican Album for “En Vivo...
El Hombre Y Su Musica” in 2001
and “Ya No Llores” in 2005, in
addition to Latin Grammy awards
for albums “Quemame Los Ojos”
in 2001 and “El Numero Cien” in
2002. The decorated artist has been
in the music industry for over 50
years and continues to be one of
the leading influences of Norteño
music.
“Cinco de Mayo is the perfect
time to have Ramon Ayala perform
on the Star of the Desert stage,” said
Stuart Richey, vice president and
general manager of Primm Valley
Resort & Casino. “The day lends
itself to colorful celebrations and
guests will enjoy the high energy
performance and all the amenities
Primm has to offer.”
For tickets, visit primmvalleyresorts.com or call the Star of
the Desert Arena Box Office at
702.386.7867. Box office hours of

operation are Tuesday to Friday 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturday 10 a.m.
to 8:30 p.m.
*****

A COFFEE YOU
CAN’T REFUSE
The Mob Museum, the National
Museum of Organized Crime and
Law Enforcement, has tapped Celebrity Coffee Chef Jeremy Gursey
to create its artisan coffee and
tea program for its new café and
speakeasy. Having served coffee
behind the scenes on many gangster
films and tv shows, including stints
serving “The Sopranos”, “Donnie
Brasco”, and “Get Shorty”, he
found inspiration for many of his
creations from his experiences with
the actors portraying mobsters.
His locally based company
J. Gursey Coffee Roasters will
be providing fresh roasted beans
which will feature fair trade coffee
and teas from around the world and
signature drinks exclusive to the
Museum including a Mob “Mocha”
Latte, made with house made chocolate and sprinkled with cocoa dust,
and cold brew Nitro Draft Coffee on
tap made in-house.
Jeremy Gursey, CEO, commented: “As part of the local community,
we are so happy to be working with
The Mob Museum, as it is not only
a great educational platform, but
also an exciting attraction in the
city of Las Vegas.”
*****
Mike Kermani is an entertainment writer for the Las Vegas
Tribune newspaper. He writes a
weekly column in this newspaper.
To contact Mike Kermani, email
mkermani@ lasvegas tribune.com
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Zappos to sponsor Mob Museum’s
new prohibition history exhibition

Entrance to the Mob Museum’s new Speakeasy, “The Underground,” in the basement of the museum.

By Jerry Fink
Las Vegas Tribune
Zappos.com HS announced it
has signed on to serve as the sponsor of The Underground, the new
Prohibition history exhibition at
The Mob Museum, The National
Museum of Organized Crime and
Law Enforcement, which opens to
the public April 20.
This alliance will be known as
“The Underground at The Mob
Museum Protected by Zappos”
and recognizes the newest, exciting addition to the award-winning
Museum as well as the genuine
community-building rapport it enjoys with the leading destination in
online apparel and footwear sales.
The Mob Museum is located
next door to Zappos’ corporate
headquarters in downtown Las
Vegas.
As The Underground’s signature sponsor, Zappos will enjoy
other unique privileges and onsite
exposure. For example, one of
The Underground’s monthly beer
selections available to the public
will be crafted in collaboration with
the Zappos team and will be known
as “Zap on Tap.”
The centerpiece in The Underground is a working still producing
moonshine. The surrounding exhibit tells the stories of bootleggers and
rum runners, and the government
agents who tried to take them
down.
“Everyone at Zappos loves The
Mob Museum, and we have been
delighted to support it over the
years,” said Loren Becker, Zappos
experience and community team
manager. “When we learned about
the addition of The Underground
and its immersive distillery and
speakeasy elements, we knew it
would be the most fun history exhibit any museum ever conceived.
Naturally, we wanted to be a part
of it.”
“We are grateful to Zappos for
the commitment they continue to
demonstrate to the Museum,” said
Kimberly Kindig, senior director
of strategic partnerships, The Mob
Museum. “We could not imagine a
better way to commemorate our ongoing friendship with our neighbor
than by debuting The Underground
Protected by Zappos.”
Guests touring The Underground will learn about Prohibition-era bootlegging and rum
running. Prohibition shut down
thousands of breweries and distilleries across America, but it could
not eliminate the public’s desire for
alcohol. It simply forced the brewing and distilling of booze into the
shadows, contributed significantly
to the rise and proliferation of the
Mob in America.
Entirely re-envisioning the typical museum exhibition experience,
The Underground will take visitors
on an uncommonly vivid journey
back in time: Situated discreetly
in the basement of the Museum,
The Underground will house a real
working distillery and speakeasy.

While visiting these vibrant, immersive environments, guests will
be compelled to ponder the time
when consuming alcohol was not
only a criminal act, but also bred
secret watering holes — some of
which became the most glamorous
places to be.
Numerous artifacts found in the
distillery and speakeasy will add
depth and context to the experience.
Items to be on display include a
beaded chiffon dress, ca. 1926,
which is an example of the new
and bolder fashions that became
popular during the Prohibition era
due to the rise of flapper culture,
as well as a 5-gallon whiskey still,
one of the smaller home stills used
to make alcohol during Prohibition.
Complete with luxurious Art
Deco-inspired design motifs, and
a distinctive sense that something
illicit is afoot, The Underground
speakeasy will feature The Mob
Museum’s own house-distilled
spirits and house-brewed beer, as
well as tempting Prohibition-era
cocktails. Genuine Moonshine
made onsite from corn mash will
be the centerpiece of the cocktail
collection, which will also feature
a full bar including the Museum’s
proprietary vodka, gin and rum.
For more information about Prohibition, visit the Museum’s online
exhibit at prohibitionhistory.org.
To follow progress on the Museum’s enhancement program and all
new exhibits opening in 2018, visit
themobmuseum.org/renovation.
*****
COUNTRY SINGER CARLY
PEARCE TO HEADLINE
AT THE FOUNDRY
Rising country star Carly Pearce

will take a break from touring
alongside some of today’s hottest
artists including Blake Shelton,
Thomas Rhett and Rascal Flatts to
headline a solo performance at The
Foundry at SLS Las Vegas at 8 p.m.
on Friday, April 27.
The Kentucky native secured
a top spot on Billboard’s U.S.
Country Airplay charts and Canada Country charts last year with
her single, “Every Little Thing,”
from her critically-acclaimed debut
album of the same name.
Pearce is currently the highest
charting solo country female act to
debut at No. 1 since July of 2015,
an accomplishment she shares with
just three female artists in the past
12 years.
Pearce will perform a set list that
contains an assortment of songs,
including the Recording Industry
Association of America gold-certified hit, “Every Little Thing,” and
her latest release, “Hide the Wine.”
Tickets are on sale now and
start at $22.50, excluding tax and
fees. Doors open at 7 p.m. for this
all-ages event. Country fans are
encouraged to sign up for SLS Las
Vegas’ casino rewards program,
Club 52, for exclusive benefits.
SLS Las Vegas always offers
complimentary covered parking
and valet services. More information is available at www.slslasvegas.com.
*****
EVERYTHING SCIENCE
IN LAS VEGAS!
Las Vegas Science & Technology Festival in partnership with Las
Vegas Natural History Museum
announces spring dates & programming.

CSN Science & Tech Expo
Fri., April 27, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
CSN North Las Vegas Campus
3200 E. Cheyenne Avenue,
North Las Vegas
Free admission to this open
trade show of exhibits and demonstrations that include: web design,
apprenticeship, exhibits, chemistry
magic shows, planetarium sows,
creepy crawlers and some gross,
cool dead stuff! In cooperation
with CSN Foundation, Las Vegas
Science & Technology Festival
and CCSD.
For more information, call 702651-4959
Wetlands Park Bio Blitz
Sat., April 28, 8 a.m. to Noon
Wetlands Park
7050 Wetlands Park Las Vegas
BioBlitz is a fun day of science in the park! Participants will
identify
plants, mammals, birds & birds
with the help of scientists and
naturalists.
All observations are entered
into a global database, iNaturalist,
to help
track biodiversity.
For more information, call 702455-7522
Email: Wetlands@ClarkCountyNV.gov
Jr. Paleontologist Day with Dr.
Josh Bonde
UNLV & Las Vegas Natural History Museum/Las Vegas Science
& Technology Festival
Sat., April 28, 9 a.M.
Shadow Ridge High School
(Parking Lot)
5050 Brent Lane, Las Vegas
Join Museum Paleontologist
Josh Bonde at the NEW Tule
Springs State Park. We will meet
at the Shadow Ridge High School
Parking Lot. This will be a pedestrian tour, so pack plenty of water
and a snack. We will be hiking a
few miles round trip (depending on
group interest). We will overview
the interesting geology of the area
and then visit some historical dig
sites from the 1960’s where Radiocarbon dating came of age. We will
also see some fossils on the ground.
It is important to note that collecting fossils on State or Federal Land
is illegal without a permit from the
relevant land management agency.
Come for a hike, learn about our
past, and maybe find a treasure for
our future. Wear clothes that can
get dirty!

For more information, Chris
Palladino, Director of Las Vegas
Science & Technology Festival
development@lvnhm.org
Science is Everywhere Day!
Participating Las Vegas companies will invite kids in to see their
science happen! List of locations/
times updates daily — check the
below link for more details.
Sun., April 29 — All Day, Various Locations, Various Times
Check out www.scifest.vegas
for updates.
*****
LIFE TIME ATHLETIC
TO HOST ‘WE GOT THIS’
TEAM TRAINING AND
AFTER PARTY
Life Time Athletic clubs in Summerlin and Green Valley will host
‘We Got This,’ a three-part sweat
session, from 5:30 until 8:30 p.m.
on Thursday, April 26.
Life Time members and their
guests are invited to join the onenight-only workout party featuring
four TEAM training format classes.
Following the 60-minute workout,
guests are invited to cool down and
refuel with post-workout shakes
and light bites on the outdoor, resort-style pool deck.
Both members and non-members will work out in a high-energy group setting featuring four
TEAM inspired classes including:
TEAM Burn, TEAM Cut, TEAM
Bootcamp and TEAM Alpha. Each
group of participants will rotate
through each class after a 15-minute
sample format. Classes will include
up-beat music and encouraging
instructors, with four 5-minute
transitions between each session.
The pre-party begins at 5:30
p.m. where guests will check in and
receive their colored wristbands,
that will divide the guests into
teams. At 6:00 p.m. each team will
begin at a different TEAM inspired
workout session and cycle through
each format. After completing all
four classes, guests may enjoy a
post-workout after party from 7:15
to 8:30 p.m.
Guests may register by visiting
mylt.life or the Fitness Services
desk at Life Time in Green Valley
or Summerlin.
*****
Jerry Fink is an entertainment
columnist for the Las Vegas Tribune
newspaper and writes a weekly column. To contact Fink, email him at
jfink@ lasvegastribune.com.

LifestyLes
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Academy Awards Red
Carpet ‘Las Vegas-Style’
By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by Sandy Zimmerman
and “Shape of Water”
The Academy Awards Red Carpet and Viewing Party attracts
guests from around the world and
I am always surprised each year!
It was great seeing members
of the “Le Reve — the Dream”
show (Wynns Las Vegas), an extraordinary show where the cast
dances, swims, and makes the
fall at the height of 90’ from the
top of the ceiling down to their
Aqua-Theater-In-The-Round. “Le
Reve-the Dream” was voted “Best
Production Show” for four years. I
reviewed the show and felt it was
AMAZING!
My choice of “Best Film” was
the “Shape of Water” because
although the film was serious, a
lonely woman falling in love and
trying to save a fish-man from scientists, discussing the film on the
red carpet was very funny!
Seeing Laurie Metcalf portraying the mother of a temperamental
young girl in “Lady Bird” provided
a more dramatic view of her acting.
Usually I remember Laurie in the
part of Rosanne’s sister and more
recently as the mother of Sheldon
Cooper (Jim Parsons) in “Big Bang
Theory”, a successful comedy actress for years.
Ginger Land- Van Burren, became an engaging MC on the red
carpet this afternoon when the host
98.5 KLUC’s Chet Buchanan of
“The Chet Buchanan Show” was
late. Ginger can now seek a new
career hosting radio or television
shows.
There were so many people
walking the Academy Awards red
carpet, everyone is special when
they share and donate to Variety —

Ginger Land-van Buuren interviewed Sandy Zimmerman along the Academy Awards Red Carpet.
the Children’s Charity of Southern mix with the local celebrities from $25 in theater concessions and open bar and Oscar-themed appeNevada.
4-5:30 p.m. on the red carpet and the new luxury style seating at the tizers specially prepared by DW
You can walk the red carpet even also several ways.
Brenden Theater. VIP tickets are BISTRO.
if you are not a celebrity. Guests can
Tickets are $35 which include $200 per person which include an
Variety Southern Nevada has
served more than 20,000 children
and raised and distributed more
than $7,000,000 in grants and
specialized equipment in our community.
Variety also provides specially
equipped passenger vans to local
nonprofit organizations for transport of children with physical
limitations to and from medical
facilities, schools and community
enrichment programs.
Variety — The Children’s Charity is an enthusiastic group of business leaders who donate their time,
resources and energy to positively
impact the lives of children in their
own communities and around the
world.
For information about Variety
— The Children’s Charity events
during the year, contact Variety of
Southern Nevada, at 3401 Sirius
Ave., Suite 1, Las Vegas. Tel: (702)383-8466; Email: admin@varietysn.org or visit the websites: http://
onalv.org/ and www.varietysn.org
Award winning Sandy Zimmerman is a syndicated columnist
featuring Show and Dining reviews,
travel, health, spas, luxury and
Sandy interviewing a member of the cast of “Le Reve — The Dream” (Wynn Las Vegas).
more. Sandy is talk show host of the
Las Vegas Today Show programs
and Discover the Ultimate Vacation travel specials. If you want
to suggest topics for articles, for
information or to ask any questions
about Sandy’s articles, call 702735-5974.

Sandy interviewing announcer Zennie 62 Media.

Film- “The Shape of Water”
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CITY BEAT

City of Las Vegas Cultural Arts
May 2018 Calendar of Events

Programs subject to change
Cultural Arts & Community
Events programs:
www.artslasvegas.org
Rainbow Company Youth
Theatre Spring Classes
Registration
(ages 4-17)
Registration available through
May 9 for classes that begin the
week of May 9, 2018.
Charleston Heights Arts Center,
800 S. Brush St.
Seven-week classes available
in Story Drama (ages 4-6), Performance Fundamentals (ages
7-9), Acting Skills for Youth (ages
10-12) and Acting Skills for Teens
(ages 13-17) on Saturdays or
Wednesday evenings. For details
and registration, visit www.artslasvegas.org online or call 702-229ARTS (2787).
West Las Vegas Arts Center
Summer 2018 Class
Registration
(all ages)
Registration available April 25May 30 for eight-week session of
classes held May 30–July 21.
West Las Vegas Arts Center, 947
W. Lake Mead Blvd.
Cultural arts classes offered
include Kemetic Yoga, African
Dance for Children, African Dance
for Teens/Adults, African Drum,
Ballet for Children, Ballet —
Beginner/Intermediate, Ballet
— Intermediate/Advanced, Hip
Hop/Funk — Beginner, Hip Hop/
Funk — Intermediate/Advanced,
Introduction to Chess — Empowering the Student, Recording &
Engineering — The Relationship
of Mind Over Matter. To register
online, visit www.artslasvegas.org
or call 702-229-ARTS (2787).

‘A Little Princess’
Tickets: $6.
Friday-Saturday, 7 p.m., May
4-5; and Saturday-Sunday, 2 p.m.,
May 5-6.
Charleston Heights Arts Center,
800 S. Brush St.
This Rainbow Company Youth
Theatre production shares the
adventures of Sara Crewe as
she begins her journey in “Miss
Minchin’s Select Seminary for
Young Ladies.” Laugh with her
as she brings happiness to others,
weep with her as her fortune changes from rich girl to poor orphan,
and rejoice with her when strange
events bring still another reversal
of her destiny. For tickets and information, visit www.artslasvegas.
org or call 702-229-ARTS (2787).
Mother’s Day Dance
Saturday, May 12, 7 p.m.
Tickets $15 plus tax.
Charleston Heights Arts Center,
800 S. Brush St.
Make this Mother’s Day extra
special with the gift of big band
music and dance! Trombonist Walt
Boenig and his big band return to
the Charleston Heights Arts Center
to take you back to the era when
live music dances were the norm.
Dance the night away to the iconic
sounds and rhythms of music made
famous by Glenn Miller, Tommy
Dorsey, Duke Ellington, Count
Basie, Benny Goodman and Woody
Herman. Refreshments, wine and
beer will be available for purchase.
For tickets and information, visit
www.artslasvegas.org or call 702229-ARTS (2787).

The Poets’ Corner
(ages 17+)
Hosted by LaBlaque.

Friday, May 18, 7:30 p.m.
Free and open to the public.
West Las Vegas Arts Center, 947
W. Lake Mead Blvd.
Founded at the West Las Vegas
Arts Center in 1997, The Poets’
Corner premiered as the first established poetry program in Las
Vegas. This monthly forum event,
hosted by Lablaque Williams, is
for established poets and open-mic
participants and features the best
local talent. Due to potential subject
matter, we strongly advise participants be age 17 or older. For more
information, call 702-229-ARTS
(2787) or visit www.artslasvegas.
org.
HaleAmanO & The Delirians
Saturday, May 19, 7 p.m.
Tickets $10 plus tax.
Charleston Heights Arts Center,
800 S. Brush St.
An evening of island reggae,
R&B and roots-style music with
local band HaleAmanO and The
Delirians, a Latino/Hispanic millennial ska and reggae music group.
For tickets and information, visit
www.artslasvegas.org or call 702229-ARTS (2787).

Sankofa: Book &
Literature Series
(ages 10 and older)
Saturday, May 26, 2 p.m.
Free and open to the public.
West Las Vegas Arts Center
Community Gallery, 947 W. Lake
Mead Blvd.
The West Las Vegas Arts Center
will host the fourth installment of
the Sankofa series presentations.
Sankofa symbolizes the people’s
quest for knowledge, believing that
the past must never be forgotten.
For more information, call 702229-ARTS (2787) or visit www.
artslasvegas.org.

StorySlam: ‘My Best/Worst
Summer Job’
Saturday, May 26, 7:30 p.m.
Admission: Pay what you wish
Charleston Heights Arts Center,
800 S. Brush St.
Ahh, summer. A time for sun,
vacation, and… work. For some,
summer jobs are a way to gain
experience and earn some extra
cash, but there are not always fun
jobs — or good ones. Clark County
Poet Laureate Vouge Robinson
moderates an entertaining evening
of stories as members of the Las
Vegas community share their own
personal and genuine stories of their
best or worst summer jobs. Have a
story to tell? Email Cory Goble at
cgoble@lasvegasnevada.gov with
a proposed story idea for this event
by April 28, 2018. For information,
visit www.artslasvegas.org or call
702-229-ARTS (2787).
EXHIBITIONS

Hearts4Vegas
Touring Exhibition
—March 27-May 27, hours
Monday-Saturday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.;
closed Sundays and holidays.
Mirabelli Community Center,

6200 Hargrove Ave.
—May 29-Aug. 31, hours Monday-Saturday, 6 a.m.-9 p.m.; Sundays 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Durango Hills Community Center/YMCA, 3521 N. Durango Hills
Drive.
Free and open to the public.
A traveling healing exhibition of
items collected from friends, family
and loved ones memorializing the
losses from the tragic Oct. 1, 2017
mass shooting event. For more
information, call 702-229-ARTS
(2787) or visit www.artslasvegas.
org.
Southern Graphics Council
International Dual Exhibit
March 29–April 14; exhibit
hours by appointment only and
during reception.
Reception: Friday, April 6, 4-6
p.m.
Free and open to the public.
Historic Fifth Street School
Mayor’s Gallery, 401 S. Fourth St.
A special dual gallery exhibition
of two artists that are being recognized by the Southern Graphics
Council International 2018 Conference — Emeritus Printmaker
Award winner Dennis O’Neill
and SGCI Lifetime Award winner
Jaune Quick-To-See-Smith. As part
of the awards, their artworks are
both shown in the Mayor’s Gallery
during the SGCI conference. For
more information on the Southern
Graphics Council International
2018 Conference or either of these
award winners’ exhibitions, visit
www.eiseverywhere.com/ehome/
sgci2018/484242/.

Dennis O’Neil and the Hand
Print Workshop Exhibit
Process and Innovation: 20
Years of Partnerships in Print
Much of what defines artist-educator Dennis O’Neil’s work has
been his decades-old quest to
push screen printing’s capacity
for personal expression. O’Neil
is founder of the nonprofit collaborative screen print studio, Hand
Print Workshop International, and
emeritus professor of art at the
Corcoran School of the Arts &
Design, Columbian College of Arts
& Sciences, George Washington
University. He is a leading force
in redefining the nature and use
of contemporary screen-printing.
This adaptable medium continually
transforms itself and its relationship
to all other forms of image making.
Many of the strategies in use at the
studio were developed in Russia
in a time of limited resources by
improvisation and experimentation
— influences that continue to drive
the studio.
Jaune Quick-to-See Smith:
Trickster in Print
In Jaune Quick-to-See Smith’s
prints, she combines appropriated
imagery from commercial slogans and signage, art history and
personal narratives; she forges an
intimate visual language to convey
her insistent socio-political commentary with astounding clout.
Smith’s work carries tremendous
weight and yet feels light and
conversational — in large part due
to this forged, personal lexicon of
developed imagery.

Jim McCormick:
Reflections on Nevada
Southern Graphics Council
International Printmaking Exhibit

Site Specific Award: Nevada
Printmaking Founder
April 2–June 2, hours Monday-Friday, 7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.;
closed weekends and holidays.
Reception: Friday, April 6, 4-6
p.m.
Free and open to the public.
City Hall Chamber Gallery, 495
S. Main St.
Jim McCormick was a printmaking professor at the University
of Nevada, Reno, whose artwork
ranges from images about civil and
social issues of the 1960s to political and environmental issues of the
Nevadan landscape. This collection
of prints and collages, curated by
Candace Garlock, gallery curator
at Truckee Meadows Community
College, highlights McCormick’s
reflections of Nevada. Winner of
the Site Specific Award: Nevada
Printmaking Founder, McCormick
is being honored posthumously. For more information on the
Southern Graphics Council International 2018 Conference or these
award winners’ exhibitions, visit
www.eiseverywhere.com/ehome/
sgci2018/484242/.

6th Annual Desert Companion
Photo Showcase Exhibition
April 18–June 15, hours by
appointment and during reception
May 31.
Reception: Thursday, May 31,
6-8:30 p.m.
Free and open to the public.
Historic Fifth Street School
Mayor’s Gallery, 401 S. Fourth St.
Final exhibition of Desert Companion’s annual photo contest
showcasing the photography of the
winners and finalists selected for
Desert Companion’s 2017 “Focus
on Nevada” feature. Winning photography was published in the June
2017 issue and toured throughout
Southern Nevada, with the exhibition’s final show at the Historic
Fifth Street School. For more information, call 702-229-ARTS (2787)
or visit www.artslasvegas.org.

Vessels Redux Sculptural
Boxes Exhibition
Artist Michael McCollum
April 12-June 8, hours Monday-Friday, 7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.;
closed weekends and holidays.
Reception: Thursday, May 17,
4-6 p.m.
Free and open to the public.
City Hall Grand Gallery, 495 S.
Main St.
The work in this exhibition is
about vessels, that is, boxes that
contain. Artist Michael McCollum
has long been enamored of containers with lids. It started many years
ago when he was a potter. The idea
of making a container to house
something of meaning, whatever
that might be, was very intriguing
to him. They can be ships, as in his
current work, or vessels that can
also hold rice or carry water. The
nautical elements of these works
spring from a fascination he’s had
with ships since he was a child.
Dreaming about boarding a vessel
and being transported to another
world was mind-blowing to him.
(Disclaimer: He cannot swim and
has a great fear of water.) Are the
containers the main element of the
work or is it what a person choses
to place in them? That ambiguity
is central in this current series.
For more information, call 702229-ARTS (2787) or visit www.
artslasvegas.org.

Celebrating Life!
2018 Reception and
Awards Ceremony
Friday, May 25, 6 p.m.
Free and open to the public.
Charleston Heights Arts Center,
800 S. Brush St. A reception and
awards ceremony for the Celebrating Life! 2018 annual juried
art exhibit for artists age 50 and
better. The public is welcome to
enjoy the exhibits, meet the artists
and witness the awards ceremony.
For more information, call 702229-ARTS (2787) or visit www.
artslasvegas.org.
Celebrating Life! 2018 Exhibit
May 25-July 14; hours Wednesday-Friday, 12:30–9 p.m., Saturdays 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
Free and open to the public.
Charleston Heights Arts Center
Ballroom, 800 S. Brush St.
Exhibition of artwork that was
awarded and selected for the 2018
exhibition by juror Marcus Vincent.
For more information, call 702229-ARTS (2787) or visit www.
artslasvegas.org.
Salon des Refusés
May 25-June 23, hours Wednesday-Friday, 12:30–9 p.m., Saturdays 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
Free and open to the public.
Charleston Heights Arts Center
Gallery, 800 S. Brush St.
An exhibit of artwork by artists
age 50 and better that was submitted for the Celebrating Life! 2018
exhibit but was not selected for the
final exhibit. For more information,
call 702-229-ARTS (2787) or visit
www.artslasvegas.org.

36th Annual Goodsprings
Old-Timer’s Reunion
Sat., May 5 and Sun., May 6
You don’t have to be an old-timer to fall in love with Goodsprings,
Nevada, its history and its people. Come on out to the 36th annual
Old-Timer’s Reunion and enjoy photos from the early days, hear
stories of the camp’s history (mostly true) and enjoy a delicious potluck luncheon!
Just drive south on I-15 toward California. When you get to Jean,
turn right. Seven miles off the freeway in the foothills of the Spring
Mountains, you’ll find a charming little mining camp that time forgot.
Up behind the school is the Community Center and we’ll be there
waiting to greet you and give you a guided tour of the camp.
If you arrive at about 8:30 a.m. on Saturday, hot coffee and doughnuts will be waiting, too. At noon you’ll want to partake of the pot-luck.
Bring your favorite meat dish, salad or dessert to serve at least eight.
Drinks, plates and utinsels are provided.
Membership $5.00
Membership is not required to attend these events.
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Leadership in a word: Encouragement
By Doug Dickerson
“Our chief want is someone
who will inspire us to be what we
know we could be.” — Ralph Waldo
Emerson
A word about
encouragement
In a Gallup article entitled “Seven Things Great Employers Do
(That Others Don’t),” the author’s
introduction speaks to the rise in
the number of employees who are
actively disengaged in their work,
and identifies companies who are
bucking the trend.
One of the ways in which companies are doing it is by ensuring
that the basic encouragement requirements are being met before
expecting an inspiring mission to
matter. They state:
When employees know what is
expected of them, have what they
need to do their jobs, are good
fits for their roles, and feel their
managers have their backs, they
will commit to almost anything the
company is trying to accomplish.
Conversely, if these basic needs are
not met, even the most exalted mission may not engage them. People

DoUg DICkErsoN

simply don’t connect with proclamations of mission or values — no
matter how inspiring these might
sound in the head office.
Is it possible in our leadership
circles that we have exalted our
mission and vision statements to
such a high level that those tasked
with fulfilling it can’t do so because
the basic need of encouragement
has not been met?
We’ve all come to know in some
small way what encouragement

looks like. It’s a kind word, a slap
on the back, being recognized and
thanked for a job well done. These
things are import and they matter.
But why? Here are a few reasons.
Encouragement matters
because your people matter
As the authors of the article
stated, “People simply don’t connect with proclamations of mission
statements or values.” Simply put
— people connect with people.
And if you want your people to be
connected to your mission or vision
you must first connect with the ones
who will bring it to life.
John Maxwell was right when he
said, “Leaders touch a heart before
they ask for a hand”. If you fail to
do this, what else really matters?
Encouragement matters
because it focuses on
the relationship
There is a difference between
praise and encouragement. “Encouragement can be given at any
time, to anyone, in any situation.
It is an observation, an acknowledgment, a statement that focuses
on effort, etc.,” says educational
consultant Vicki Hoefle. It’s a lead-

BEHIND THE MIKE

Authentic Voices

By Michael A. Aun
All of us have authentic voices
in our lives. Sometime we adhere
to those voices, sometimes… not
so much.
One of the great stories I have
heard from the platform over the
years was a unique success tale
of encouragement, an act of confidence from a loaved one… or a
trusted friend.
I consider these people to be
“mentors.” A mentor will tell you
two things: what you are doing
right, but they love you enough to
steer you when you are wrong.
You might not necessarily know
the name of Sophia, but chances are
you have heard of her husband. He
wanted to be a writer and Sophia
knew it. He was heartbroken because he went home one day to tell
his wife he had been fired.
When he confessed his failure
and told Sophia that he had been
dismissed from his job in a customhouse, she stunned him with an
explanation of joy! “Now you can
write your book!”
“Yes” he replied despondently.
“And what shall we live on while I
am writing it?” To his amazement,
Sophia opened a drawer and pulled
out a substantial amount of money.
“Where on earth did you get
that?” he asked. “I have always
known that you were a man of
genius,” she answered. “I knew
that someday you would write a
masterpiece. So every week, out of
the money you have given me for
the house, I have saved something.
I have enough on hand for us to live
a full year.”
From her trust and confidence
came one of the best novels in
American literature, “The Scarlett
Letter.” Sophia had encouraged
her husband Nathaniel Hawthorne
to write one of the greatest novels
of all time.
I contend we all have a “Sophia”
in our lives. My “Sophia” is my
wife Christine, one of the bravest
and most encouraging people I
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know. She has that kind of authentic
voice in my life, which is how she
so successfully raised three terrific
sons and why four grandchildren
look to her for guidance on any and
all matters.
The old saying “A word of encouragement during failure is worth
more than an hour of praise after
success.” Anyone can take a pat on
the back after a victory.
Forgive the personal reference,
when I won the World Championship of Public Speaking in 1978 in
Vancouver, British Columbia, the
praise flowed my way.
I could have used a word of encouragement for losing it the year
before in Toronto, Ontario because
I was disqualified for going eight
seconds over my allotted time limit.
This, mind you, came after I was
told I had won it. That became the
longest eight seconds of my life, or

as one of my neighbors joked, “The
wrong-est eight seconds of my life.”
Only my beacon of hope, Christine, stayed the course and continually encouraged me not to give
up. She had that authentic voice
I needed to hear. Lou Holtz once
said “When you need love the most
is when you get love the least.”
Authentic people won’t let that
happen.
Difficult roads often lead to
beautiful destinations. I often tell
my audiences that “You have to go
through Toronto to get to Vancouver.” I submit that I learned infinitely more from losing than I did from
winning. Coaches like my friend
Bill Belichick like to say things like
“Don’t let one loss become two.”
While a ton of stuff can tear
you down, we need to be around
encouragers with authentic voices,
who will find the one reason to keep
you up. Einstein said it well: “In
the middle of every difficulty lies
opportunity.” We just need to find
it and build on it.
Build on today and then keep it
going. One thing is for sure… you
are not going to master the rest of
your life in one day. Just relax.
Maybe your past did not go as you
wanted it; it doesn’t mean that your
future can not be better than you
ever imagined.
*****
Michael Aun is a syndicated
columnist and writes a weekly column for this newspaper. To contact
Michael Aun, email him at maun@
lasvegastribune.com.

An outreach
program to help
the homeless to
help themselves.
ChaplainStevenStJohn.Com

Get Your Book Published With
The most trusted all-in-one book publisher
•
•
•
•
•

Titles published in print & digital formats
Exciting cover & interior illustrations
International distribution
Customized publicity campaigns
Books sold at major retailers

Call today for your Free
Author Submission Kit!

Call 1-800-973-2606

ership principle that acknowledges
the hard work of your people and
speaks to the challenges that your
team faces, and is an acknowledgment that you see and recognize,
and appreciate it.
When you focus on encouragement you are building the most
important thing in the life of your
organization — relationship.
Encouragement matters
because results matter
When your people know that
you have their backs, and they’ve
been empowered and equipped
to do their jobs, they will come
through for you. As a leader, you
must back up your words of encouragement with action.
Make no mistake, your people
need to hear your words of encouragement. They appreciate it more
than you realize. But the mission
and vision mean little to them or
you if it doesn’t come to life. And
at the end of the day, the results
of your business or organization
matters.
Encouragement quotes
“Don’t let the muggles get you
down.” — J.K. Rowling
“Be kind, for everyone you meet
is fighting a hard battle.” — Multiple attributions
“Therefore encourage one another and build each other up,

just as in fact you are doing.” — I
Thessalonians 5:11
“When you encourage others,
you in the process are encouraged
because you’re making a commitment and difference in that person’s
life. Encouragement really does
make a difference.” — Zig Ziglar
“Hardships often prepare ordinary people for an extraordinary
destiny.” — C.S. Lewis
A final word
In a world filled with much negativity, strive to be a leader that is
an encourager. See the best. Believe
the best. Give your best. Be a model
of what true encouragement is all
about. Raise the bar and raise the
people around you.
Note: Leadership In A Word is
my writing theme for 2018. Each
week the focus will be on a word
that impacts you as a leader. My
style is new but my message and
commitment to delivering fresh
leadership insight to you are the
same. It’s my sincere desire to
help you grow as a leader and to
partner with you in reaching your
full potential.
*****
Doug Dickerson is a syndicated
columnist. He writes a weekly column for this newspaper. To contact
Doug Dickerson, email him at
ddickerson@ lasvegastribune.com.

Sundays from 12.30 to 2 p.m.
Please call 702-706-6875
for information
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Social Security awareneSS

the quiet way Social Security
is cutting early benefits in 2018

By Dan Caplinger
The Motley Fool
Tens of millions of people rely
on Social Security for retirement
income, and many of them count
on the program for the vast majority
of the money they need to pay their
living expenses. Financial challenges to Social Security threaten the
long-term viability of the program.
Yet many people don’t fully
understand that already under current law, Social Security is going
through a transition that’s resulting
in new early retirees getting less in
monthly benefits. After starting a
new series of reductions in 2017,
another 3 million 62-year-olds will
face the prospect in 2018 of further
reductions in Social Security —
thanks to actions that lawmakers
took nearly 35 years ago. The cuts
are relatively modest, but overall,
they’re intended to reduce dramatically the total amount of money that
Social Security will have to pay out
over the long run.
Why is Social Security on
the decline?
The way in which lawmakers
authorized the Social Security Administration to cut benefits to new
program participants was to make
changes to the full retirement age.
For those who turn 62 in 2018,
the full retirement age will be 66
and four months. That’s up by two
months from the full retirement age
that those who turned 62 last year
faced, and up by four months from
the 66-year-old age that those who
turned 62 between 2005 and 2016
had as their full retirement age.
These legal changes came about
as part of major entitlement in the
early 1980s. The Social Security
Amendments of 1983 were designed to address more immediate
concerns about the sustainability of
the Social Security system. Under
those rules, the full retirement age
was set to rise from 65 to 67 in two
distinct phases. The first affected
62-year-olds from 2000 to 2005,
who gradually saw retirement ages
rise from 65 to 66. The current
phase will end when the retirement
age hits 67 for those turning 62 in
2022.
How much of a benefit cut
is it?
At first glance, it might not seem
like a change in full retirement age
is really a benefit cut. However, the
1983 Social Security laws didn’t
change the ability of 62-year-olds
to file for early benefits. It just imposed further reductions on those
who claimed early.
Under the method that the SSA
uses to calculate monthly benefits,
every month before full retirement
age that you claim early results
in a reduction of five-ninths of a
percent for the first 36 months, and
then five-twelfths of a percent for
additional months. If your full retirement age goes from 66 and two
months to 66 and four months, then
claiming at 62 means you’ll have
to deal with two months of further
reductions. That amounts to fivesixths of a percentage point, and so
your full retirement age benefit will
be reduced by 26-2/3 percent rather
than 25-5/6 percent for those who

turned 62 in 2017.
Admittedly, an extra reduction
of five-sixths of a percentage point
might not seem to make that big of a
difference. For a typical person who
could get a full retirement benefit
of $1,500 per month if they waited
until full retirement age, the reduction would amount to $1,100 per
month for this year’s 62-year-olds
compared to last year’s $1,112.50.
Similar rules apply to those
who are claiming benefits under
their spouse’s work history. The
reductions are greater, rising from
30-5/6 percent to 31-2/3 percent for
those who claim spousal benefits
at age 62.
What if I just wait to claim?
It’s important to understand
that no matter when you claim, a
higher retirement age will result in
lower benefits. For instance, those
(See Caplinger, Page 26)
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Older retirement ages and more
Social Security changes this year

What this means for you
In 2017, Americans saw benefits
increase by just 0.03 percent, so
this increase is a welcome change
of pace for those living on a fixed
income. The COLA hasn’t been this
high for six years. But don’t break
out the champagne and credit cards
just yet. Most Americans won’t notice any difference in their monthly
checks, as the increase in Medicare
Part B premiums automatically
deducted from your benefits will
likely offset any boost.
Next: Some Americans will pay
more in Social Security taxes.

Caplinger

(Continued from Page 25)
who wait until age 70 typically get
two-thirds of a percentage point
in delayed retirement credits for
each month they wait beyond full
retirement age. An increase of two
months in the full retirement age
means two fewer months of credits,
costing you 1-1/3 percent in total.
Similar reductions exist regardless
of when the roughly 3 million people who turn 62 in 2018 choose to
claim their Social Security.
New proposals have identified
raising the retirement age still further as a possible way to solve current financial challenges that Social
Security faces. In considering those
proposals, it’s essential to understand that such changes are already
going on and the consequences that
those changes are having on people
who are retiring right now.

What this means for you
The Social Security Administration predicts roughly 12 million
people will pay higher taxes beginning January 1, 2018, as a result
of this change. At first glance, this
may anger those who are affected
by the jump, but when you look at
the bigger picture, it’s much more
reasonable. Last year, the wage
base increased a whopping $8,700,
or roughly $540 more per month.
Changes in the wage base are
determined by the national wage
growth. Because 2016 saw no
change, the 2017 adjustment accounted for two years of growth.
That was not the case this year.
Next: Age has a lot to do with it.

3. An older retirement age
Something unique about the
2018 Social Security changes is
that the full retirement age will
rise. Everyone born between 1943
and 1954 must wait until they are
66 to receive 100 percent of their
monthly benefit. Full retirement age
for those born in 1956 is now 66
and 4 months. This is a two-month
increase from 2017, when the full
retirement age for people born in
1955 ticked up to 66 and 2 months.
Next: How this affects your
ability to save for retirement.

What this means for you

You can sign up for Social Security at age 62, but you’ll receive
a reduced payout. It’s not until you
reach your designated full retirement age that you’ll get your full
benefit. This means older workers
affected by this change will have
less time to boost payments via
delayed claiming.
“There are fewer months between the ages of 67 and 70 to earn
delayed retirement credits, meaning
the maximum benefit is lower with
a full retirement age of 67 versus
66,” William Meyer, founder and
managing principal of Social Security Solutions, tells US News.
Next: Read this before working
during retirement.

4. The earnings limit is going
up, too
While there’s no law prohibiting
you from working and receiving
benefits simultaneously, there is an

NORTH AMERICA’S

What this means for you
Working during retirement is a
wise choice, but even with larger
earnings limits, you’re still at risk
of penalty should you exceed the
ceiling. If you earn too much, Social Security will withhold $1 for
every $2 earned above the limit.
The penalty decreases for those at
full retirement age to $1 withheld
for every $3 earned above the limit.
No need to panic, though. Your
penalties are held captive only until
you hit full retirement age, at which
point you’ll receive credit for any
and all benefits withheld in the past.
Next: Expect these new security
measures next year.

5. Additional security for Social Security
Not all Social Security changes
are meant to be stressful. In fact,
some might even be considered
relieving. 2018 is bringing additional security features to the Social
Security website. Account holders
will notice two-factor authentication to access personal information.
Although this began in May 2017,
users must now enter a one-time
(See Hamer, Page 27)
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2. A higher tax cap hits wealthier Americans
Workers are required to pay a
12.4 percent payroll tax into Social Security, but your employer
usually picks up 50 percent of the
tab. This means most Americans
will pay 6.2 percent of their earned
income to Social Security until their
income exceeds $127,200. In 2018,
however, this cap rises $1,500 to
$128,700, meaning wealthier individuals should expect to fork over
an extra $93 in tax at minimum
next year. However, those who earn
more than the taxable maximum
will not have those earnings taxed.
Next: Why you should take this
increase in stride.

earnings limit for people who retire
before their full retirement age. Fortunately, this limit will increase in
2018. Next year, the limit will rise
to $17,040, up $120 more than in
2017. The earnings limit expands
by $480 to $45,360 for those who
reach full retirement age in 2018.
Next: What you need to know
about earnings penalties.
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By Lauren Hamer
The CheatSheet
Social Security will look a bit
different this year. Every year,
Americans eagerly await the announcement outlining the various
changes being made to what many
consider the most important social
program in the country. Will your
benefits increase? What about the
strict guidelines tethered to the
program? Will they be modified
in a way that affects your ability
to get by? These are all questions
46 million of America’s seniors
and 66 million overall worry about
every fall.
The Social Security Administration released its adjustment reports
for 2018. Here is what you need to
know about the changes being made
to Social Security and how they’re
probably going to affect you.
1. You’ll (sort of) get a raise
With the release of the January
2018 Cost of Living Adjustment,
Americans can now stop wondering
what will happen to their monthly
payouts. This year, seniors will
receive a 2 percent increase in COLAs, which amounts to about $27
per month more on average. Singles
will receive an average of $1,404,
and couples who are both receiving
payments will receive $2,340, a full
$46 more monthly. The maximum
possible Social Security benefit for
those who begin collecting benefits
at full retirement age will also increase to $2,788 in 2018.
Next: See why your 2018 raise
is only “in theory.”
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(Continued from Page 26)
code, in addition to a username and
password, to log in online.
April 2018 will also mark the
debut of new Medicare cards without Social Security numbers printed
on them. New Medicare cards will
contain a complex combination of
letters and numbers to better protect
your personal information.
Next: Living with these changes

What this means for you
The effort to beef up cybersecurity may be met with opposition
from seniors who disapprove of
technology’s widespread integration, but recent data breaches and
cyber hacks threatening millions
of Americans’ private information
make these changes necessary.
“The goal of the initiative to remove Social Security numbers from
Medicare cards is to help prevent
fraud, combat identify theft, and
safeguard taxpayer dollars,” said
CMS Administrator Seema Verma
to CMS.gov.
Identity theft is on the rise for
those age 65 and older. So while
these additional security measures
are warranted, they should in no
way replace due diligence on your
part to keep your Social Security
information safe.
Next: They’re modifying how
you access your information, too.

6. Social Security is going
digital
The SSA announced in a blog
post they will officially terminate
paper statements to everyone under
age 60 in 2017. “We know that our
cutbacks will affect many of you,
but we have no choice. We will
continue to serve you and work for
you as best we can.”
Like most things these days,
getting your earnings history via
the mail is a thing of the past. If you
want to check your earnings history,
you must create an online my Social
Security account. You’ll be able to
check your Social Security status at
any time via this portal only.
Next: How going digital will
benefit you.

What this means for you
The SSA predicted its decision to
mail fewer paper statements would
cut costs by $11.3 million in 2017,
so the need to mail even less in
2018 is likely another attempt to
save money.
People who receive Social Security Disability Insurance benefits
will be able to report wages online
through these new services as well.
It’s a convenience that eliminates
the need for SSDI beneficiaries to

visit a field office to report their
wages in person, as they can now
print an earnings receipt at home
online.
Next: The changes you can expect for disability thresholds.

Retirement takes
preparation

7. More adjustments to disability thresholds
Social Security isn’t just for
retirees. Nearly 14 million people
qualify for monthly disability payments from the SSA. Those who
receive disability income from Social Security are also in line to see a
rise in monthly earnings. Estimated
average Social Security benefits
payable in 2018 for all disabled
workers will increase from $1,173
to $1,197. People who are legally
blind will earn $20 more in 2018,
up to $1,970. Non-blind people will
see their maximum threshold increase by $10 per month to $1,180.
Next: But there’s more…

What this means for you
2018 looks to be a year where
improvements are made to the
disability program overall. Social
Security hosted a National Disability forum in November 2017
to acquire input on inclusion to the
List of Compassionate Allowances
and Rare Diseases. As stated in the
newsletter, “Experts in the field
of rare diseases will share their
research and suggestions for Compassionate Allowances conditions.
Patient organizations will share
extensive information on conditions and recommend conditions
for inclusion to the List of Compassionate Allowances.”
Social Security will also continue what’s known as a trial work
period for those who’d like to try
their hand returning to the workforce. The trial period allows the
beneficiary to collect benefits and
earnings at the same time.
Next: These changes will be a
lot less stressful if you know how to
plan for a secure retirement. Here’s
how we recommend you do it.
What you can do to prepare
Trying to effectively manage
yearly changes to Social Security
could easily add a few gray hairs
to your head. But the same downside to such uncertainty is also the
silver lining. The only thing that’s
constant is change itself, so once
you learn to expect such modifications, you can plan for them
appropriately.
Obviously, an emergency fund
will help offset any substantial
Social Security cost increases year
over year. But those who effectively
budget for their retirement years and
beyond should have little issue taking these changes in stride. Crunch
your numbers realistically before
committing to a full retirement to
determine your necessary monthly
expenses. Then, figure a way to
live slightly below your means so
you can build a reasonable savings
account throughout your later years.
This could be achieved by working

a part-time job for supplemental
income, downsizing your home
and accompanying living expenses, or increasing your retirement

contributions during your highest-earning income years to pad
your savings for future use.
*****

Lauren Hamer is a money and
career writer at The Cheat Sheet.
Follow Lauren on Twitter @la_
hamer.

1-888-918-1625

YOU CHOOSE...

FDA Registered Hearing Aids

45-DAY

FRIEAEL

ONLY $299

TR

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

EarMate-4220

Buy direct from manufacturer
100% Risk-FREE offer
45-day home trial
FREE shipping
Payment plans available
Licensed professionals

High-quality
American-made
electronics
Since 1979

• Hearing aids by mail for 39 years
• Over 750,000 satisfied customers

PER AID

Try our EarMate-4220 or Apollo-6200
hearing aid risk-free for 45 days.
We guarantee you’ll receive the
BEST technology for the BEST price.

Apollo-6200

If you like it then pay only $299 per hearing aid.

100% Digital ● Comfort fit ● Crisp clear sound
“I can hear so much better. People don’t
have to repeat themselves. The hearing
aid is wonderful.” E.E. – Columbus, GA

A+

RATING

100%

Satisfaction

GUARANTEED

By phone (Mon-Fri • 8 am - 5 pm Central Time)

1-855-900-7480

More Info

Promo code: 88-206

www.HHEnow.com/tribune

Page 28 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / April 18-24, 2018

What You
Need To
Know
By Dr Nina Radcliff

Mindfulness
By Dr. Nina Radcliff, MD
There is a lot of buzz about
mindfulness, and for good reason.
In a recent Psychology Today article
Gregg Hendricks, Ph.D. wrote, “It
is readily arguable that the single
most significant development in
mental health practice since the
turn of the millennium has been the
widespread emergence of mindfulness-based approaches.”
While there are critics that raise
cautionary flags with respect to
mindfulness being the panacea for
all health ills — generally, more and
more health experts agree, there are
great breakthroughs to be had along
with tangible perks, as a result.
We are a nation living in times
that are crazy busy with little to no
real downtime. We are increasingly barraged with distractions and
study after study reports the ills
on your health. Today, hospitals
and health care centers across our
country are increasingly using
mindfulness practices, yoga, meditation, and guided imagery.
I, too, am taking more time for
mindfulness — in the morning,
while eating, and walking, and
making sure to meditate and unplug — all to be present moment
by moment. And along with patients, friends, family and millions
of others that are discovering that
mindfulness has its own rewards, I
have seen firsthand the deep value
and health benefits, mentally and
physically.
What is mindfulness?
It is living in the moment, the
act of being present. And again,
although mindfulness has roots in
Buddhism and other faith-based
peace traditions, modern mindfulness is neither secular nor religious.
It means awareness of your
thoughts, experiences and feelings
as well as your senses (sight, hearing, taste, smell, and touch). It is
“recovery time” — a break away
from the day’s busyness — that
will clear your mind of distractions
and help you focus on living in the
present. Too many times, we are
“tasks ahead” or feeling the effects
of stress. Cultivating mindfulness
is mono-focus awareness in the
moment, releasing other demands.
It involves engagement and
accepting whatever you are experiencing in the moment — while
nudging you to take better care of
yourself, without judgment. In other words, there is no right or wrong
way to think or feel, whether it is
anxiety, joy, or sadness.
Effects
There is growing evidence suggesting that it reaps physical,
psychological, and social benefits.
We do not have all the answers as
to how this occurs, but the primary
reason is believed to be a decrease
in our body’s stress response.
Research has shown that practicing mindfulness decreases activity
and the size of a region of the brain
— the amygdala — that determines
how much stress we experience. In
fact, the amygdala is more active in
those who suffer from depression
and anxiety.
And, too, mindfulness meditation increases the activity in an area
of the brain that is responsible for
regulating emotions, decision-making, planning, and abstract thinking
— the prefrontal cortex.
Studies have linked mindfulness
skills to a decrease in a number of
stress-related illnesses:
—Heart disease
—Blood pressure
—Cancer risk and recovery time
—Obesity and obesity-related
diseases such as diabetes mellitus
(reasoning is less likeliness to
overeat or turn to food for comfort)
—Infections due to immune
system enhancement
—Depression and anxiety—and
may even play a role in treating it
—Chronic pain
These improvements have been
shown with general wellness:
—Cognitive function and memory
—Quality sleep
—Empathy, compassion, and
altruism

—Concentration and focus are
sharpened because it helps “turn
down the volume” on distractions
—Relationships with others
—School and work performance
Practicing mindfulness
It is important to understand that
like balanced eating, exercise, good
sleep, and other healthy habits, this
is not a one-time, short-term practice, or a fad. These choices are a
commitment to being a healthy you
and mindfulness is something that
requires cultivation and repetition
— throughout your day, throughout
your week, and for a lifetime.
Experts have delineated several
ways in which you can become
more mindful — these are just a
few:
—Breathe. Take notice of the
physical sensations: air entering our
mouth or nose and traveling into
our lungs and then back out again;
the warmth or coolness of the air;
whether it has a smell or scent; and
how the diaphragm is involved and
sometimes our tummies. And when
thoughts distract you, acknowledge
them, and redirect focus on your
breathing.
—Five senses: sight, hearing,
taste, smell, and touch. Tune into
them throughout the day. In fact,

stop now to take notice of them as
your eyes see the black print, as
you sniff the scent or savor a sip
of coffee, hear background noise,
or the feeling of the paper on your
fingertips, or gravity on your body.
—Meditation. Even if just for
a minute or two, at first. A self-involved activity— ideally in a quiet
spot—where you relax and focus
on a breath, soft sounds or simply
sit free from distractions. Remind
yourself there is nothing to do, fix,
or change. If your mind wanders,
let go of the thoughts. Give thanks,
think about people and times you
are grateful for, and relax in the moment with the goodness. Read and
think on a favorite verse, devotion,
or passage. Think quietly. Breathe
deeply by taking a long inhalation
and then exhale. Set aim for at least
5-10 minutes a day.
—Unplug. Take time with no
phones, no computers, no emails —
participating in other experiences.
—“Beginner’s Mind”: taking
notice of new things in what would
otherwise be a rote or mundane
activity—commuting to work,
eating, being active—and bring life
to them. Paying attention to your
senses and emotions during these
activities, discover something new
or in a different light. Many things
go unobserved or unseized. Make
it a point to identify one new detail
that you didn’t experience before
and make it engaging.
—Walking meditation. By
focusing on the movement of our
body, step-by-step, we can experience a tremendous richness in an
everyday activity. Become aware
of how your feet feel when making contact with and touching the
ground, how the muscles contract,
and your posture as you move.
—Raisin exercise. This technique is a popular one to teach us
how to engage all of our senses to
observe what is essentially a dried
out, shriveled grape in great detail.
Experts teach us to feel it by holding it in the palm of our hand and
rolling it between our fingers. And,
too, to look at its folds and ridges,
and smell it, chew it, taste it, and
swallow it.
—Projects. No matter what
you do in a day, putting aside
distractions and focusing on your
task at hand can help you be your
very best. Being fully engaged, has
been shown to improve creativity,
productivity, and communication.

—Eat mindfully. To truly enjoy
your food, stop distractions (like
emails, phone calls) and multi-tasking. Take the time to chew your
food slowly, enjoy the textures,
smells, and appearance of your
food, and pay attention to your
body’s cues. Doing so has been
shown to help avoid overeating and
help with digestion.
This list is not exhaustive —
there are many ways to cultivate
mindfulness skills (including free
apps).
The American Psychological
Association cites mindfulness as
a hopeful strategy for alleviating
depression, anxiety, panic attacks,
migraines and pain, underscoring,
“it’s not just boosting mood and
perception — the effects go deeper.” I believe that mindfulness is an
important development in health
care and pleased that it is attracting
the attention it is. I further believe
the benefits of mindfulness are
enhanced when it is accompanied
by healthy diet, quality sleep, being
physically and mentally active, hydrated and taking steps to manage
stress.
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Practicing mindfulness has been
compared to building a muscle—it
takes repetition and time—but the
benefits, physically and emotionally, are worth the investment.
According to Trudy Goodman,
the founder of InsightLA, doing
so “builds the strength to endure
moments that we might not have
any choice about enduring.
By engaging in the world, and
the moment, it can help us understand our experience. We become
kinder, gentler, and more patient
with ourselves. And, too, we become more compassionate in the
way we deal with others.
*****
This article is for general information only and should not be
used for the diagnosis or treatment
of medical conditions and cannot
substitute for the advice from your
medical professional. Dr. Nina has
used all reasonable care in compiling the current information but
it may not apply to you and your
symptoms. Always consult a doctor
or other health care professional
for diagnosis and treatment of
medical conditions.
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EarthTalk is written and edited by Roddy Scheer and Doug
Moss and is a registered trademark of E - The Environmental
Magazine (www.emagazine.com). Send questions to: earthtalk@
emagazine.com. Subscribe: www.emagazine.com/subscribe;
Free Trial Issue: www.emagazine.com/trial.
Dear EarthTalk: Why on earth
would cans and other food storage
containers contain toxic BPA that
can make us sick? Is there any way
to avoid it? — Melinda Billings,
Hixson, TN
If you like the occasional can of
tomato soup or diced pears, chances
are you’re walking around with
trace amounts of bisphenol A (BPA)
in your bloodstream. According
to the U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC), 90
percent of us are walking around
with trace amounts of this toxic
synthetic chemical — commonly
used as a constituent component in
the epoxy resins lining the inside of
cans, boxes and other food storage
containers to prevent corrosion and
breakages — in our bloodstreams.
One of a class of so-called “hormone disrupting” or “endocrine
mimicking” chemicals, BPA fools
the body into thinking it’s the naturally occurring hormone estrogen.
The result can be negative effects
on brain development, metabolism
and the reproductive system. BPA
exposure has also been linked to
cancer, heart disease and other
serious health disorders.
“Evidence suggests the developing fetus and young child are
most at risk, but adolescents also
appear uniquely vulnerable,” reports the Environmental Working
Group (EWG), a leading non-profit
research and advocacy group.
Of course, the harm isn’t limited
to children and teens; adults can
suffer the ill effects of a lifetime
of bio-accumulated BPA coursing
through their veins as well.
According to EWG, we can cut
down on the amount of BPA we
ingest by steering clear of canned
and processed foods and replacing
them with fresh, frozen and dried
options. Get your tomato soup from
the hot prepared foods section of
your local natural foods market or,
better yet, make it yourself from
scratch from organic ingredients.
And instead of buying diced pears
in a can, buy a real pear and dice it
up yourself.
“For those who cannot avoid
foods in BPA-lined cans, rinsing
the food in water may help lower
the level of BPA in the food,”
reports EWG, adding that rinsing
cuts back on other unhealthy additives — such as sodium on beans
or sweet syrup on fruit — as well.
EWG also warns never to heat up
food directly in a can: “Transfer it
to a stainless-steel pot or pan for
stovetop cooking, or microwave in
glass — not plastic.”
If you’re not sure whether your
favorite foods are at risk of contain-

ing BPA, you can search EWG’s
Food Scores database to find out,
and also to look for safer alternatives that don’t contain hormone
disruptors.
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) banned BPA in
baby bottles, sippy cups and infant
formula packaging, but the vast

A good old can of soup might not be as good for you as you would expect,
given the toxic chemicals in the lining of the can itself.
majority of us are still at risk. En- take the now ubiquitous chemical but neither bill ever made it out of
vironmental and health advocates off the market completely. In 2014 committee.
are calling on the agency to ban and again in 2016, Democrats in
Without any help from the govBPA outright from any packaging Congress floated legislation that ernment, then, it’s up to us to wean
materials that come into contact would have banned BPA and other ourselves off of BPA by making
with foods, drinks or water, but so potentially dangerous food addi- smart choices about what we buy
far officials don’t seem inclined to tives in all food storage containers, and what we eat.
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Thailand’s off-the-beaten-path experience
By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by Sandy Zimmerman
We caught a 50-minute flight
from Bangkok direct to Ubon Ratchathani then drove to the Tohsang
Khongjiam Resort and spa. Getting
away to the small towns was quite
a change from the big city!
With 10 acres along the banks
of the Mekong River, the river of
dreams, the Tohsang Khongjiam
Resort brings nature and luxury
together for the best of both worlds.
Beautifully decorated rooms and
ultra-luxurious villas are the ultimate in comfort.
Tohsang Khongjiam Resort —
called the Porch with View of River
means Rising Sun, which refers to
their location as the first place to see
the sun rise 20-25 minutes before
anywhere else in Thailand. It is also
the last spot where you can view

the Mekong River before it enters
Laos. This is a very interesting
section of Thailand with many
attractions. Tohsang Khongjiam
Resort and Spa is located in the
Khongjiam district of Ubon.
The exotic design was mixed
with Thai, Khmer and Balinese
cultural-styles. Marketing Director,
Ms. Pavaphun Tohsaeng Whan
explained, “Guests say our resort
makes them bad. They do not want
to go home. Many people come
for one or two nights, change their
mind and stay longer. You will miss
us when you go back home and feel
good about having been to a unique
destination.”
She is right! A one hour Mekong River tour in a long covered
boat was scheduled. As our boat
moved across the river, I relaxed
and watched the villages, farms
and beautiful scenery going by.

Tohsang considers itself a “Haven
of Relaxation.”
Even their most reasonable
accommodations were better than
standard rooms at other hotels. The
Garden, Mekong and River Villas
were beyond luxury, described
as the ultimate in modern living
away from home. From the large
executive house, I could see beds

seemingly floating in a shallow
pool. You have to walk barefoot
in the pool to get to the beds.
With views of the river, guests can
schedule massages on the beds.
The hotel’s name, Tohsang in Ratchathani, Thailand. Website: www.
TOHSANG.com, Reservation@
TOHSANG.com
The public can enjoy folk

dramas entertainment and openair movie screenings. H.M. the
Queen’s Birthday (August 12) is
filled with fireworks and cultural
performances; Chulalongkorn Day
October 23) honors the king who
abolished slavery, saved the country
from colonisation and modernized
Thailand. For information, advice
and brochures about unique settings
for weddings, attractions, family
holidays, business conference
facilities, romantic hideaways, resorts, restaurants, cooking classes,
safaris or tours, contact the Tourism
Authority of Thailand. Tourism
Authority of Thailand (TAT), New
York City, New York: (212)-4320433. Los Angeles, California:
(323) 461-9814. Website: www.
tourismthailand.org
*****
Award-winning Syndicated
Columnist Sandy Zimmerman
features Show/Dining reviews,
travel, health, luxury and more.
Sandy is talk show host of the Las
Vegas Today Show programs and
Discover the Ultimate Vacation
travel specials. If you wish information or have questions, call
(702) 731-6491. For information,
suggestions or comments please
write sandyzimm2003@yahoo.com
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