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Customers should be able to
shop for electricity provider
By Thomas Mitchell
Question 3 on the 2016 General Election ballot — the Energy
Choice Initiative — passed by an
overwhelming 72.4 percent to 27.6
percent. The measure failed in only
one county, White Pine, but by only
four votes.
Because the measure would
amend the state Constitution it is
back on the ballot this fall for final
voter approval, but this time around
a coalition headed by the state’s

My Point
of View
By Rolando Larraz

It was over a decade ago when
I was admitted to Valley Hospital,
one of the oldest hospitals in our
city; back then everything, including Valley Hospital, was old — so
old that on the door of every patient’s room was a sign reminding
visitors not to smoke in the room.
Everyone asked me the same
question about my choice of hospital, and I repeated the same thing to
everyone who came to see me: the
hospital may be old, but the service
is number one and the quality of
professionalism by nurses and floor
personal surpasses all.
Last week, over a decade after
the above episode, the same thing
happened to me and a friend and
a family member “kidnapped”
me and “dumped my body” at the
urgent care facility at Rancho and
Charleston.
A very nice doctor (I might
still have been under the effects
of the medication for me to state
that he was “a very nice doctor”)
welcomed me to the facility before
rushing me to a hospital.
When the urgent care doctor
asked me what hospital I would like
to go to, I did not hesitate. I asked
for Valley Hospital.
The emergency room personnel
at Valley Hospital were OK for my
anti-doctor standards, and I was
shortly thereafter admitted to the
hospital with heart failure.
I guess I was sicker than I’d
like to admit, regardless of my antagonistic feelings toward doctors,
because I did not make any efforts
to avoid “checking in” at the Valley
“resort.”
Inside the emergency room the
treatment was as good as can be
expected for an emergency facility,
but the personnel were as professional and compassionate as they
could be.
While I have heard that waiting
at the emergency room could seem
to last forever before the hospital
could find a bed and a room for a
patient, I had only to wait a short
thirty minutes before I was transported to my “suit,” even without
a prior reservation.
Those who know me know that
I always tell the truth; even when
I lie, I tell the truth, so I am not
going to start lying now; so in all
honesty, I don’t remember in what
order the personnel were assigned
to my room, but all I do know is that
from Matthew (Matt) to Jasmine,
to Megan, to Silvia — the lady
who works the same shift as Matt
and who even, in the middle of the
night, was always asking me what
I need, what she could do for me,
and would even sneak me a little
ice cream so I could go to sleep —
were all fantastic, wonderful, the
best, and for all that I am grateful
to all of them.
For a person like me who does
(See My Point of View, Page 2)

largest power monopoly, NV Energy, has vowed to spend $30 million
to defeat it.
The Energy Choice Initiative
proposes that the Constitution be
amended to require the Legislature to pass a law providing an
open, competitive retail electric
energy market by July 1, 2023.
The law must include provisions
to reduce customer costs, protect
against service disconnections and
unfair practices, and prohibit the
granting of monopolies for power

generation, but could leave in place
regulation of transmission or distribution systems.
One of the chief arguments for
the measure is that competition
would drive down cost.
Nevada and many other states
were well on the way to breaking up
their electricity generation monopolies 17 years ago until the Enron
market manipulation debacle that
led to blackouts and price spikes
that scared lawmakers into backing
(See Electricity Provider, Page 4)

lawyer and fixer.
The attorney, Stephen Ryan, said
federal prosecutors in New York
acted on a “referral” from special
counsel Robert Mueller.
The fiery comments from Trump
immediately led to speculation
that the FBI raid on Cohen’s office
could lead Trump to take steps to
fire Mueller, a step lawmakers in
both parties have repeatedly warned
the president would lead to a constitutional crisis.
“We’ll see what happens. …
Many people have said ‘you should
fire him,’ ” Trump said when asked
if he will ax Mueller. “Again, they
found nothing and in finding nothing, that’s a big statement.”
The special counsel’s office re-

portedly made the referral with the
approval of Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein, whom Trump
criticized for signing a surveillance
warrant for his former campaign
adviser Carter Page.
If Trump were to try to get rid
of Mueller, he would need a signoff
from Rosenstein, who oversees the
special counsel’s office because of
Attorney General Jeff Sessions’s
decision to recuse himself.
Trump once again took aim at
the Russia probe led by Mueller,
calling his team “the most biased
group of people” for refusing to
investigate 2016 Democratic presidential nominee Hillary Clinton
over her use of a private email
(See FBI Raid, Page 3)

FBI raid on Cohen ‘a disgrace’
By Jordan Fabian
The Hill
President Trump on Monday
blasted the FBI for raiding the
office of his personal attorney Michael Cohen, calling it a “disgrace”
and a “pure and simple witch hunt.”
“It’s a real disgrace,” Trump
told reporters at the White House
as Vice President Pence, national
security adviser John Bolton and
other officials looked on. “It’s an
attack on our country in a true
sense. It’s an attack on what we all
stand for.”
The president spoke shortly after
an attorney for Cohen announced
that federal investigators executed
a series of search warrants to seize
records from Trump’s longtime

President Trump’s personal
attorney Michael Cohen

Renewable energy requirement
will cost jobs, not create them

By Thomas Mitchell
When the global warming alarmists set a goal for the amount of
renewable energy Nevada must
produce and the state successfully
achieves that goal, it is not a sign
of success. It is a sure sign the goal
— gosh darn it — just wasn’t high
enough.
For eight straight years NV Energy has met the renewable portfolio standard (RPS) that ratchets up
each year until it reaches 25 percent
for 2025. It is currently 20 percent.
A sign of success?
No. According to Sean Gallagher, vice president of state affairs
for the Solar Energy Industries Association, that just means the goal
was too low.
“NV Energy’s announcement

Solar panels

demonstrates its commitment to
expanding utility scale solar energy. Reaching their goal also makes
clear that it’s time for Nevada to
raise its Renewable Portfolio Standard to the next level, providing
companies the certainty they need
to invest, which will bring even
more solar jobs to the state. Nevada
residents will have their say on the
ballot in November, and we strongly encourage them to vote to raise
the state goal to 50 percent renewable energy by 2030,” Gallagher is
quoted as saying in a press release.
To that end a group calling itself Nevadans for a Clean Energy
Future is pushing a ballot initiative
that would increase the RPS 50
percent by 2030. They have until
(See Renewable Energy, Page 5)

Arizona, Texas, New Mexico poised
to send National Guard to border

By Ellen Mitchell
The Hill
Arizona, Texas and New Mexico are moving to send hundreds
of National Guard troops to the
U.S.-Mexico border within days as
part of President Trump’s push to
shore up the area until his proposed
wall is built.
Arizona Gov. Doug Ducey (R)
announced Friday afternoon on
Twitter that he would be sending
around 150 Guard troops to the
U.S.-Mexico border.
Meanwhile, the Texas Military
Department, which oversees the
state’s National Guard, announced
it would have 250 personnel and
supporting aircraft, vehicles and
equipment on the border with Mexico within 72 hours.
Trump on Wednesday signed
a presidential memorandum directing Defense Secretary James
(See National Guard, Page 3)

Arizona’s Republican Gov. Doug Ducey, front right, meets with Arizona National Guard soldiers prior to their
deployment to the Mexico border at the Papago Park Military Reservation on Monday, April 9, in Phoenix.
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Government needs to stay out of Facebook’s face
By Chuck Muth
As Facebook’s Mark Zuckerberg
enters the lion’s den for his grilling
at the hands of government swamp
creatures in our nation’s capital, this
famous quote by Ronald Reagan
comes to mind…
“Government’s view of the economy could be summed up in a few
short phrases: If it moves, tax it. If
it keeps moving, regulate it. And if
it stops moving, subsidize it.”
The government long ago began
taxing Internet sales — and they
ain’t done yet.
Now we’re entering Phase II:
Regulate it.
I’ve got no love for Zuckerberg.
And as a conservative, it’s hard not
to take pleasure in the hot water this

arrogant, self-righteous left-winger
finds himself in.
But as a conservative, I’m more
afraid of what this bonehead’s
actions have done to enable the

government barbarians inside the
worldwide web’s gate.
As Reuters notes, Zuckerberg’s
testimony before Congress is intended “to fend off the possibility

of new regulations as a result of the
privacy scandal engulfing his social
network.”
But here’s the thing…
It doesn’t cost the consumer
a dime to open a Facebook page.
Nobody forces anybody to open
a Facebook page. Nobody forces
anybody to read Facebook. Nobody forces anybody to advertise
on Facebook. And nobody forces
anybody to buy anything from
Facebook’s advertisers.
In other words, there’s no legitimate reason for government
elected officials and bureaucrats
to be getting into Facebook’s face.
If people don’t like how Facebook uses their information, including selling it to vendors, then don’t
use Facebook.
If you say you didn’t know
Facebook would be using all the

(Continued from Page 1)
not believe in or even like doctors,
I was very pleased with the nurses
and non-doctor personnel at Valley
Hospital, and I am glad and grateful
to all those hard-working people
who are dedicated to making our
life better than before we ever met.
It’s not that I cannot handle the
arrogant attitude of some doctors;
it is just that the more I see how
they think, the more I dislike them.
When I went to urgent care, the
“nice doctor” there asked me if I
had ever been diagnosed with some
particular illness, and when I said
no, he corrected me by saying that
my doctor had diagnosed me with
that illness two years ago.
Well, I don’t know why doctors
nowadays waste their time diagnosing anyone if they never notify the

patient of the results of their stupid
diagnosis!
They prescribe this test or that
test, and then they do not take the
time to show a little respect by
explaining the results of the test/s,
probably because they assume that
their patients are too stupid to understand whatever explanation they
may want to give them.
I know that I have been through
this before, but nevertheless I am
going to repeat myself: the modern doctors in today’s world are
very simple; they know that they
can make you get an appointment,
and they even have the audacity to
ask the patient to be a few minutes
early to “fill out the paperwork”;
then when one is there fifteen minutes early to do the paperwork, the
receptionist rushes the patient into

an air-conditioned closed room
with several ugly pictures of various conditions that can scare the
hell out of anyone, and then the
almighty doctor walks in like he is
doing you a favor just by his being
there, but doesn’t stay long enough
for you to feel he really knows
what’s wrong with you.
But in all fairness, it is not always the doctor’s fault; sometimes
it is the insurance companies or the
medical centers that mandate the
doctors only spend fifteen minutes
with each patient.
And not all doctors are the same;
I am lucky to have a specialist that
I enjoy visiting and I feel comfortable seeing him, even if it is only
twice a year. He is the only doctor
I know who makes house calls
when one of his patients dies. When
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information you freely provided
Facebook… well, you know now.
So close your Facebook account.
If conservatives don’t like how
Facebook has demonstrated extreme bias against conservatives,
then start a conservative variation
of Facebook — just as FOX News
provided a conservative alternative
to liberal, “fake news” CNN.
Ditto Twitter.
The LAST thing conservatives
should be calling for is government
intervention and regulation.
Because once that Pandora’s
Box is opened, the next step will
be for the government to subsidize
Facebook as a social media conglomerate deemed “too big to fail.”
Chuck Muth is president of
CitizenOutreach.org and publisher
of NevadaNewsandViews.com. He
blogs at MuthsTruths.com.
my brother died, he was humble
enough to show up at my family
home and took the time to comfort
all of us for our loss. I was shocked,
and of course very grateful; he is
my favorite doctor now, and I am
also lucky enough that his political
ideas are very close to mine. Yet as
is my policy with any office-holders, if I don’t mention his name, it’s
because I don’t want to hurt him in
any way.
My name is Rolando Larraz, and
as always, I approved this column.
*****
Rolando Larraz is Editor in
Chief of the Las Vegas Tribune.
His column appears weekly in this
newspaper. To contact Rolando
Larraz, email him at: Rlarraz@
lasvegastribune.com or at 702272-4634.
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Quote of the Week:

“We should learn to take
genuine pride in a job well
done and not expect praise
for one simply carried out.”
—Gina Barreca

Please Note:

Although the Las Vegas Tribune
is open to all and sundry opinions about what we publish, we
wish to inform all those who
choose to submit their opinions
in writing to refrain from threatening anyone about whom an
article is written or the writer of
the article. In other words, any
opinions containing threats will
not be published. We thank you
for adhering to this policy.

MISSION
STATEMENT

We search for the truth, embrace the truth, and print the truth.
If we inadvertently print something that is not true, we will let
our readers know. We are open to
documented information to shed
light on any issue of concern to
our readers. We are of service
to our community, and it is our
intention to serve our community
the best way we can.

CALL TODAY

(702) 426-6022 or (702) 426-5962
Email: Advertisement@LasVegasTribune.com

RECEIVE A FREE COPY OF THE LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE EVERY WEEK!
To receive a complimentary link to every new issue of the Las Vegas Tribune, please send
an email to circulation@lasvegastribune.com and give us the email address where you
would like your copy sent. We look forward to having you as a subscriber to our publication.

April 11-17, 2018 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / Page 3

POLITICAL ANALYSIS

Targeting Trump’s lawyer should worry us all

By Alan M. Dershowitz
The Hill opinion contributor
There is much speculation as to the significance of the search of the offices and
hotel room of President Trump’s lawyer,
Michael Cohen. To obtain a search warrant,
prosecutors must demonstrate to a judge that
they have probable cause to believe that the
premises to be searched contain evidence
of crime. They must also specify the area
to be searched, the items to be seized and,
in searches of computers, the word searches
to be used.
At least that’s the constitutional requirement in theory, especially where the Sixth
Amendment right to counsel is involved, in
addition to the general Fourth Amendment
right against unreasonable searches. Yet, in
practice, judges often give the FBI considerable latitude, relying on the “firewalls”
and “taint teams” they set up to protect the
subject of the search from violation of his or
her constitutional rights.
But the firewalls and taint teams are
comprised of government agents who themselves may not be entitled to read or review
many of the items seized. It is an imperfect
protection of important constitutional rights.
That’s why Justice Department officials must
be careful to limit the searching of lawyers’
offices to compelling cases involving serious
crimes. We don’t know at this point what the
prosecutors are looking for but, if it relates to
payments made to porn star Stormy Daniels,
that would not seem to justify so potentially
intrusive a search of Cohen’s confidential
lawyer-client files.
There are, of course, exceptions to the
lawyer-client privilege. First, the lawyer
must be acting as a lawyer, not as a friend
or business associate. But the scope of a

lawyer’s work is quite broad, encompassing
much more than merely giving legal advice.
It includes settling cases by making payments
to potential litigants. Second, the lawyer must
be engaged in lawful activities on behalf of
the clients. Illegal or fraudulent activities
are not covered by the privilege. Nor are
communications with third persons, such as
the lawyer for the other side, though such
communications may be covered by the much
weaker “settlement privilege.”
Civil libertarians should be concerned
whenever the government interferes with
the lawyer-client relationship. Clients should
be able to rely on confidentiality when they
disclose their most intimate secrets in an
effort to secure their legal rights. A highly
publicized raid on the president’s lawyer will
surely shake the confidence of many clients in
promises of confidentiality by their lawyers.
They will not necessarily understand the
nuances of the confidentiality rules and their

exceptions. They will see a lawyer’s office
being raided and all his files seized.
I believe we would have been hearing
more from civil libertarians— the American
Civil Liberties Union, attorney groups and
privacy advocates — if the raid had been on
Hillary Clinton’s lawyer. Many civil libertarians have remained silent about potential
violations of President Trump’s rights because they strongly disapprove of him and his
policies. That is a serious mistake, because
these violations establish precedents that lie
around like loaded guns capable of being
aimed at other targets.
I have been widely attacked for defending
the constitutional rights of a president I voted
against. In our hyperpartisan age, everyone is
expected to choose a side, either for or against
Trump. But the essence of civil liberties is
that they must be equally applicable to all.
The silence among most civil libertarians
regarding the recent raid shows that we are

losing that valuable neutrality.
What else does the raid tell us? It seems
likely that special counsel Robert Mueller is
bifurcating the investigation: He will keep
control over matters relating to Russia, the
campaign and any possible obstruction. But
he has handed over to the U.S. attorney for the
Southern District of New York any matters
relating to Trump’s personal and business
affairs. Mueller will work hand in hand with
the New York prosecutors, but they will be in
charge of the other matters. If they manage to
find prosecutable evidence against Trump’s
lawyer, they may try to squeeze him into
cooperating against his client.
It is doubtful that Cohen would cooperate,
even if he has anything on his client. But
prosecutors often try to get lawyers to “sing”
against their clients — to become “canaries” — in order to save their own feathers.
Some flipped witnesses will tell prosecutors
anything they want to hear in order to earn
a “get out of jail free card.” They know that
the “better” their story, the more leniency
they will earn. So, in addition to singing,
they “compose” by making up incriminating
details.
I have seen this on many occasions. Mueller has already apparently flipped several
witnesses, but Cohen would be his biggest
catch in the unlikely event he could be induced to turn against his client. So, stay tuned
to this unfolding drama, but remember that
prosecutorial tactics used today against President Trump may tomorrow be used against
Democrats — and even against you.
Alan M. Dershowitz is the Felix Frankfurter Professor of Law, Emeritus, at Harvard
Law School. You can follow him on Twitter @
AlanDersh and on Facebook @AlanMDershowitz.

Rosenstein approved FBI raid of Trump lawyer

By Rebecca Savransky
The Hill
Deputy Attorney General Rod
Rosenstein reportedly personally
approved the FBI raid Monday of
President Trump’s personal attorney, Michael Cohen.
The New York Times reported that Rosenstein signed off on
the raid, in which the FBI seized
emails, tax documents and records,
some of them related to Cohen’s
payment to adult-film star Stormy
Daniels.
FBI officials raided Cohen’s
office in Manhattan, along with his
residence and a hotel room.
Cohen’s lawyer, Stephen Ryan,
said in a statement Monday that
federal prosecutors in Manhattan
obtained a search warrant after
receiving a referral “in part” from
special counsel Robert Mueller.
Ryan called the search “completely
inappropriate and unnecessary.”
Cohen is being investigated for
possible tax fraud and bank fraud
as well as campaign finance violations, according to The Washington
Post.
The raid enraged Trump, who on
Tuesday condemned the move as a
“disgrace” and a “pure and simple
witch hunt.”
“It’s an attack on our country in
a true sense. It’s an attack on what
we all stand for,” Trump said at the
White House.
The fiery comments immediately sparked speculation that the
FBI raid on Cohen’s office could
lead Trump to take steps to try and
fire Mueller, who is investigating
Russian election interference and
possible ties between the Trump
campaign and Russia.
“We’ll see what happens.
… Many people have said ‘you

FBI Raid

should fire [Mueller],’” Trump
said. “Again, they found nothing
and in finding nothing, that’s a big
statement.”
Trump’s advisers are urging
him to avoid making an impulsive
decision in response to the raid,
according to the Times report.
If Trump were trying to get
rid of Mueller, he would need a
sign off from Rosenstein, who ap-

pointed Mueller and oversees the
special counsel’s office because of
Attorney General Jeff Sessions’s
decision to recuse himself.
The president reportedly sought
to fire Mueller last year, but the
White House counsel refused to
carry out the order.
The president has repeatedly
voiced frustration with both Sessions and Rosenstein.

(Continued from Page 1)
Mattis to support the Department of
Homeland Security in securing the
southern border to address a “surge
of illegal activity,” including drug
trafficking and illegal immigration.
The document does not specify
how long or in what capacity the
troops will serve.
The “lawlessness” at the southern border is “fundamentally incompatible with the safety, security,
and sovereignty of the American
people” and the administration “has
no choice but to act,” the document
states.
The president told reporters on
Thursday that he wants to send
between 2,000 and 4,000 National
Guardsmen to the border.

That is lower than the 6,000
Guard troops former President
George W. Bush sent in 2006 and
the 1,200 former President Obama
sent in 2010.
Former Texas Gov. Rick Perry
(R) also sent the Guard to the border
to help secure it in 2014.
Details are still scarce on the
cost of the endeavor and the role
the troops will have.
The Pentagon’s chief spokeswoman Dana White told reporters
Thursday that the Guard’s efforts
at the border will “act in support of
border patrol agents who are performing law enforcement duties,”
and will include aviation, engineering, surveillance, communications
and vehicle maintenance.

National Guard

(Continued from Page 1)
server during her time as secretary of State.
“We’ve had that hanging over us from the very, very beginning,” the
president said. “And yet the other side, they’re not even looking. And
the other side is where there are crimes, and those crimes are obvious.”
The president was clearly angry and frustrated at the raid, which
reportedly seized records on topics that included a $130,000 payment
Cohen made to porn star Stormy Daniels, who says she had sex with
Trump in 2006.
Trump said last week he was unaware of the payment.
Speaking with his arms folded and shoulders slumped, Trump
brought up the raid unprompted during a previously scheduled meeting
with military leaders to discuss the apparent chemical weapons attack
in Syria. He used the word “disgrace” to describe it at least five times.
The raid is a sign that federal authorities are conducting a criminal
investigation involving Cohen, but the focus of the probe remains unclear. The search warrant for the raid of Cohen’s office was approved by
the office of the U.S. Attorney for the Southern District of New York,
which is led by Geoffrey Berman, a Trump appointee.
Watchdog groups have sued the Trump campaign alleging that the
payment to Daniels, whose legal name is Stephanie Clifford, may have
violated campaign finance laws.
Cohen has also come under scrutiny from investigators looking into
whether the Trump campaign colluded with Russia’s efforts to interfere
in the 2016 election, in part due to his involvement with a failed plan
by the Trump Organization to build a tower in Moscow.
Trump repeated his belief that investigators have “found no collusion
whatsoever with Russia” and took aim at a wide array of targets he
feels are responsible for the probe, including Sessions.
The president said Sessions “made what I consider to be a very
terrible mistake for the country” by recusing himself from the Russia
probe, a decision that helped lead to the appointment of Mueller.
Monday’s raid underscored how the mounting legal woes surrounding Trump are weighing on the president.
Trump remarked that stocks plunged on Monday afternoon, something he blamed on the news of the Cohen raid. News of the Cohen
raid broke 30 minutes after markets closed.
“The stock market dropped a lot today as soon as they heard the
noise, you know, of this nonsense that was going on. It dropped a lot.
It was up — it was way up. It dropped quite a bit at the end,” he said.
The raid — and Trump’s response to it — also overshadowed his
plans to counter the chemical attack in Syria, which killed at least 40
people.
Trump said the attack will be “met forcefully” and indicated a decision will come Monday night.

Economy adds 103,000 jobs in March
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By Vicki Needham
The Hill
The U.S. economy added
103,000 jobs in March, well below expectations, as President
Trump’s calls for billions in tariffs
on imports raise concerns about
their effects on the nation’s steady
expansion.
The unemployment rate held at
4.1 percent for the sixth straight
month, the lowest level since
December 2000, when it was 3.9
percent, the Labor Department
reported on Friday.
Expectations were for a March
gain of about 195,000 jobs.
Jobs in the previous two months
were 50,000 less than previously
reported.
March job gains fell to the lowest level since just 14,000 were
added in September, after hurricanes Harvey and Irma hit Texas
and Florida.
January’s employment was lowered to 176,000 from 239,000 while
February’s figure was better than
initially reported — up to 326,000,
the fastest pace since October 2015,
from 313,000.
On Thursday night, Trump
asked U.S. Trade Representative
Robert Lighthizer to consider imposing $100 billion in additional
tariffs on China, in response to
Beijing’s retaliation against Washington’s tariff plans.
The trade threats against China
and other allies are rattling business groups, especially farmers,
and lawmakers on Capitol Hill
are worried that a trade war will
damage economic growth and lead
to job losses.
House Ways and Means Committee Chairman Kevin Brady
(R-Texas) said the “underlying eco-

nomic fundamentals and outlook
for growth remain strong” despite
the slower rate of job creation last
month.
“We need to sustain this momentum for the long term, which
is why I have been working with
the administration to ensure that
actions we take to punish countries
that trade unfairly are targeted to
address that behavior and not our
workers and job creators here at
home,” Brady said.
The Dow Jones industrial average fluctuated all morning and
was down more than 600 points by
2:25 p.m.
Jobs growth is expected to slow
down somewhat as the labor market
tightens.
“We’re heading to full employment. High job growth, to some
degree, is a symptom of a bad
economy, an economy with an
overall high unemployment rate

that’s bringing it down,” said Jason
Furman, head of the Council of
Economic Advisers under former
President Obama, on CNBC.
“Once we get to where we want
to go, we’re actually going to have
lower employment growth. That’s
why I wouldn’t be too preoccupied
with a jobs number of 100,000 or
250,000. I go straight to the wages.
Because most people who want
jobs have them, the question is
what types of pay raises they got,”
Furman said.
In March, average hourly earnings rose 8 cents to $26.82 and were
up 2.7 percent for the year, which
Furman called “decent.”
Job gains averaged 202,000 over
the past three months, down from
a 242,000 average in the previous
estimates, which is enough to get
workers off the sidelines and into
the labor market.
Employers have added jobs

for 90 straight months, and the
economic expansion, which began
in June 2009, is now in its 106th
month, tying it for the second-longest expansion in U.S. economic
history.
The nation’s longest span of
growth lasted 120 months, from
1991 to 2001, according to Nationwide Chief Economist David
Berson.
In March, manufacturers added
22,000 jobs, totaling 232,000 for
the past year.
Employment in mining increased by 9,000 last month. Mining employment has risen by 78,000
since a low in October 2016.
Health-care jobs, which have
shown steady growth, added 22,000
jobs.
Severe winter weather likely
suppressed more robust jobs growth
last month with drops in retail and
construction jobs.

Retail employment fell by 4,000
and construction, which posted a
robust 65,000 gain in February,
shed 15,000 jobs last month.
Diane Swonk, chief economist with Grant Thornton, blamed
“wacky March weather” on the
lower-than-expected jobs report
last month.
Justin Wolfers, an economist at
the University of Michigan, tweeted
that “if you’re depressed by this
payrolls report, don’t be.”
“Payrolls growth of around
100k, and unemployment slowly
falling, is exactly what we should
expect at this stage of the business
cycle,” Wolfers said. “Get used to
numbers like this.”
House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (Calif.) noted the lower-than-expected numbers by saying, “March’s disappointing jobs
report shows that corporations and
the wealthiest 1 percent continue
to hoard the benefits of the U.S.
economy.”
“From the start, the White House
and Republicans in Congress have
put themselves and their rich donors
first, and the American people last,”
Pelosi said.
But PNC Chief Economist Gus
Faucher said even with the disappointing report “the job market is
in excellent shape in early 2018”
and said job growth this year is
running ahead of the 181,000 pace
for all of 2017.
Overall, Berson said, expectations for payroll growth remain
solid and modestly above what is
likely sustainable over the longer
run for the economy.
“This suggests that the unemployment rate will decline over the
next year — we expect it to end
2018 close to 3.5 percent,” Berson
said.

(Continued from Page 1)
off, even though the free market
was not the problem. The problem
was collusion and manipulation.
According to a Wall Street
Journal article at the time, Enron
charged California’s Independent
System Operator for relieving power congestion without actually doing so. The company also avoided
in-state price caps by moving power
out of state and then reselling it to
California — fraud.
Expect to be inundated in the
coming months with “facts and
figures” that are wildly contradictory and warnings of another Enron
debacle.
Michael Yackira, the former
CEO of NV Energy, recently
penned an op-ed for the donation-funded news website The
Nevada Independent that argued
the initiative could jeopardize energy dependability and not lower

power bills.
“Fourteen states plus the District
of Columbia have implemented
deregulation,” Yackira writes. “The
result: Not one of these has lower
rates than Nevada and 11 of these
places have higher rates than the national average. When compared to
prices throughout the country, Nevada’s prices are below the national
average. For example, California’s
electricity prices per kilowatt hour
are nearly double Nevada’s.”
Days later, Jon Wellinghoff, a
backer of the Energy Choice Initiative as well as former general
counsel to the Public Utilities Commission of Nevada and chairman
of the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission, fired back at the same
website, saying the initiative is not
“deregualtion” at all, because the
grid would still be regulated and
still operated by the power company and the various rural power

cooperatives around the state.
Wellinghoff said it is a basic
economic principle that competition lowers costs. “Consider the
case of Pennsylvania,” he writes.
“Since it enacted energy choice,
consumers have saved close to $1
billion per year on their power bills
and the residents of Pittsburgh are
paying 50 percent LESS for energy
than under the monopoly utility,
according to former Pennsylvania
Public Utilities Commissioner John
Hanger.”
He also cited a 2015 study by
two veteran utility regulators titled
“Evolution of the Revolution: The
Sustained Success of Retail Electricity Competition.” That study
found that from 1997 to 2014 the
states that had adopted customer
choice for power saw inflation-adjusted residential rates fall 5.2
percent, while monopoly states saw
those rates rise 3.9 percent.

Opponents of the ballot measure
like to point out that Nevada’s rates
are below the national average and
nearly half that of California’s,
which has driven up costs by demanding that a huge proportion
of its power come from more expensive renewable energy sources,
such as solar and wind.
According to the U.S. Energy
Information Administration, as of
December 2017 Nevada power
rates for all sectors ranked in the
middle of the 11 western states,
but since commercial and industrial
users get lower rates in Nevada,
our residential rates were the third
highest in the region 12.34 cents
per kilowatt-hour. Arizona’s residential rate was 12.85 cents and
California’s 18.48. The lowest was
in hydropower rich Washington at
9.63 cents.
Wellinghoff points out that large
power consumers such as MGM,

Switch, Caesars and Barrick Mining are already paying millions of
dollars for the privilege of buying
power on the open market — in the
case of MGM, $87 million, which
must mean they are going to save
more than $87 million on the open
market.
Why shouldn’t residential customers be able to shop for cheaper
power?
Update: An alert reader points
out that a 2003 investigation of the
power market manipulation determined that the underlying cause
was poor regulatory plans. “Staff
concludes that supply-demand imbalance, flawed market design and
inconsistent rules made possible
significant market manipulation
as delineated in final investigation
report. Without underlying market
dysfunction, attempts to manipulate
the market would not be successful,” the staff report concluded.

Electricity Provider

AJ Maimbourg/Ed Klapproth, Co-Founders
Please join us in our national wave to bring God
back into our country! Our mission is to recruit State
leaders across the country to lead in vetting every
single federal, state, county and city candidate
running for office in 2018... We will then choose the
ones we at the Christian Crusade will endorse and
publicize nationally. We have allowed God to be
removed far too long now and it is time to pick up the
“banner” and bring Him back in a concentrated effort
to restore His word and code.
Please visit our website and review all the
categories. The volunteer section will allow you to do
just that, as well as we will post the State National
Directors in that section as we recruit them. The
website still has some construction to do, but, we are
nearly there.
If you have a desire to be a Contributor of articles,
please contact me and let me know.
www.thechristiancrusade.com
Also, please join our Facebook group
if you are on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/1634723793433487/
YOUR PRAYERS AND DONATIONS
ARE APPRECIATED!!!
CONTACT EMAIL: aj@thechristiancrusade.com
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Trump sends mixed signals
on Syria amid calls for action
By Mallory Shelbourne
The Hill
Lawmakers on Sunday urged
President Trump to take action in
response to a reported chemical
attack in Syria that comes as Trump
pushes for a draw down of U.S.
troops in the war-torn nation.
Senators in both parties pressed
Trump to act amid reports that at
least 70 individuals are dead in the
Syrian city of Douma. Meanwhile,
the president in a rare tweet called
out Russian President Vladimir
Putin for his role in Syria’s ongoing civil war that just entered its
eighth year.
But Trump has sent mixed signals about his likely response to
Syria, advocating getting the U.S.
out of the conflict there but also on
Sunday tweeting criticism of his
predecessor President Obama’s
hands-off response to a similar
situation.
F o l l o w i n g Tr u m p ’s S u n day tweets, Sen. John McCain
(R-Ariz.), who has long advocated
U.S. military action in Syria, issued
a statement in which he urged the
president to respond to the alleged
chemical attacks.
“Trump was quick to call out
[Syrian President Bashar] Assad
today, along with the Russian and
Iranian governments, on Twitter,”
McCain said. “The question now
is whether he will do anything
about it.”
The senator noted that Trump
had responded with military force
against Assad’s forces following
similar reports last year.
“He should do so again, and
demonstrate that Assad will pay a
price for his war crimes,” McCain
said.
Other lawmakers on Sunday
pushed for the administration to do
more as well.
“Clearly there needs to be a
response, it needs to be an international response,” Sen. Ben Cardin
(D-Md.), a member of the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee, told
CBS’s “Face the Nation.”
The State Department, in its
initial response on Saturday, also
said the attacks “demand an immediate response by the international
community.”
Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.),
who sits on the Senate Armed Services Committee, echoed Cardin,
but also advised Trump to stay the

has received political and military
support from Moscow throughout
the civil war.
“Many dead, including women
and children, in mindless CHEMICAL attack in Syria. Area of atrocity is in lockdown and encircled by
Syrian Army, making it completely
inaccessible to outside world,”
Trump said. “President Putin,
Russia and Iran are responsible for
backing Animal Assad.”
The White House said Trump
discussed the reported attack
with Iraqi Prime Minister Haider
Al-Abadi in a phone call on Sunday.
Republican Sen. Mike Rounds
(R-S.D.) said in an interview that
he believes Trump will hold both
Syria and Russia accountable for
the recent attack.
“I think he will hold not just Syria, but I think he will make it very
clear that he believes that Russia
is also responsible,” Rounds told
NBC’s “Meet the Press.”
Cardin, who said Trump’s tweet
referencing Putin by name constituted “a significant change,” also
said Assad should be held responsible. Although the State Department
often meets Russia with firm rhetoric, Trump has been notably less
direct with Putin.
“Well first and foremost President Assad needs to be held accountable for his war crimes,”
Cardin said Sunday.
Speaker Paul Ryan (R-Wis.) on
Sunday also said Assad must be
held accountable for the suspected
attack.
“The chemical attack in Syria is
a horror that cannot be tolerated by
responsible nations,” Ryan said on
Twitter. “The U.S. must continue
to lead an international effort to
hold the Assad regime and Russia
accountable for their actions.”

A volunteer holds an oxygen mask over a child’s face at a hospital following a reported chemical
attack on the rebel-held Syrian town of Douma on Sunday in this image taken from video.
course in Syria, arguing a United Pelosi (D-Calif.) also weighed in on long ago!”
Obama had said in 2012 that
States departure would empower Sunday, saying that Putin must be
groups like the Islamic State in Iraq, held responsible for backing Assad. Syria using chemical weapons
“Members of Congress expect a would cross a “red line” with the
Syria and Hezbollah.
“But President Trump can reset comprehensive intelligence briefing U.S. However, in 2013 he chose to
the table here. To me, I would de- on this attack as soon as possible,” negotiate along with Russia a deal
stroy Assad’s air force,” Graham Pelosi said in a statement. “The for Syria to give up its weapons.
Trump Administration must finally
Trump has previously respondtold ABC’s “This Week.”
“I would create safe zones in provide a smart, strong and consis- ed militarily to reported chemical
weapons use. The most recent
Syria where people can come back tent strategy in Syria.”
Trump’s move to withdraw reported attack comes almost one
to their country from the surrounding area and live a better life. Train from Syria aligns with his “Amer- year to the day since Trump ordered
up Syrians to take on Assad so we ica-first” foreign policy as well as the U.S. military to launch Tomacan negotiate in Geneva from a the response he advocated on Syria hawk missiles at a Syrian airfield
in 2013, when he urged Obama believed to be the launching point
position of strength.”
White House homeland security not to react to reported chemical of a deadly chemical weapons attack last April.
adviser Tom Bossert on Sunday weapon use there.
“President Obama, do not atThe Syrian government denied
maintained that nothing is “off the
tack Syria. There is no upside and a role in the most recent attack
table” in regard to Syria.
But the most recent chemical tremendous downside. Save your through state media on Sunday, as
attack follows the president’s public ‘powder’ for another (and more did the Russian foreign ministry.
While the source of the suspectpledge late last month to get U.S. important) day!” he tweeted then.
Still, Trump on Sunday attacked ed chemical attack has yet to be
troops out of Syria “very soon.”
“Let the other people take care Obama for failing to deal with Syria named, the city of Douma is home
of it now. Very soon. Very soon, during his term in office, tweeting, to rebel fighters battling the Syrian
we’re coming out. We’re going to “if President Obama had crossed his government.
Trump publicly accused Putin
have a hundred percent of the ca- stated Red Line In The Sand, the
liphate, as they call it. Sometimes Syrian disaster would have ended on Twitter of backing Assad, who
referred to as land, taking it all
back. Quickly, quickly,” Trump
told a crowd in Ohio on March 29. (Continued from Page 1)
from nearly $7,000 to more than $47,000 a year.
The remarks put the president at the second week in June to collect 110,000 signatures
“One could justify the higher electricity costs if
odds with his military advisers, who to get it on the ballot in November.
the environmental benefits — in terms of reduced
worry the absence of U.S. forces
Supporters talk about how many renewable energy greenhouse gases (GHGs) and other emissions — outcould lead to a vacuum for terror- jobs will be created.
weighed the costs,” Beacon Hill reports. “However, it
ist groups in a country ravaged by
But a study commissioned by Nevada Policy Re- is unclear that the use of renewable energy resources
civil war.
search Institute and conducted by Beacon Hill Institute — especially wind and solar — significantly reduces
“I think the president is going to of Suffolk University found the current RPS is already GHG emissions.
have to reconsider his plan for an costing Nevada jobs. Imagine what a doubling will do?
Due to their intermittency, wind and solar require
early withdrawal, in light of what
The report is titled RPS: A Recipe for Economic significant conventional backup power sources that are
has happened,” Sen. Susan Collins Decline. Using a range of estimates from low to high, cycled up and down to accommodate the variability in
(R-Maine) told CNN’s “State of Beacon Hill estimates the current RPS could cost the production of wind and solar power.
the Union.”
A 2010 study found that wind power actually inNevada between 590 and 3,070 jobs by 2025. This is
House Minority Leader Nancy because power bills would increase from less than 2 creases pollution and greenhouse gas emissions.

Louise Francis Duncan
October 15, 1927 – March 31, 2018

Louise Francis Duncan passed away peacefully in her sleep March
31, 2018 in Helena, Arkansas. She was born October 15, 1927 in Phillips County, Arkansas to the late Fannie Needham and Shafton Varner.
She was preceded in death by her husband, Fred Duncan; her
parents; her three children — Dorothy, Bernice and Fred Jr.; many
of her sisters and a brother.
She is survived by her children Faye Duncan, Louise Kerr and
Donald Duncan of Helena, Arkansas; Eva Duncan of Charlotte, North
Carolina; our dear friend Katherine Duncan, Christine Hankins (Nathaniel), and Anthony Duncan (Fatima) of Las Vegas, Nevada; Jerry
Duncan (Laforest) and Linda Young of Boston, Massachusetts; her
brother George (Leigh) sister Georgia Ealey of Atlanta, Georgia. She
also leaves twenty-five grandchildren, and eight great-grandchildren,
and many nieces, nephews, and of course, many friends.
Our deepest condolences to the Duncan family.

Renewable Energy

percent to nearly 11 percent due to the RPS.
While the residential power user’s bill might increase anywhere between $20 and $130 a year, an industrial ratepayer could expect power bills to increase

“Thus, there appear to be few, if any, benefits to implementing RPS policies based on heavy uses of wind.”
But never let the facts get in the way of a global
warming alarmist.
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Senate braces for showdown over Trump’s nominees
By Jordain Carney
The Hill
The Senate is barreling toward a
showdown over President Trump’s
latest Cabinet shuffle, with three
critical departments looking for
new leaders and more that could
follow.
Republicans are preparing for
a weeks-long battle as they try
to confirm CIA Director Mike
Pompeo to be secretary of State and
CIA Deputy Director Gina Haspel
to succeed him.
Haspel’s nomination in particular is controversial, and the GOP
has little margin for error given
Sen. Rand Paul’s (R-Ky.) opposition to both of Trump’s picks.
“I mean that’s going to take
a lot of floor time,” Sen. John
Thune (S.D.), the No. 3 Senate
Republican, told The Hill. “Who
knows how long and how much
the Democrats are going to want to
weigh in with some of those. But
it will for sure be time consuming.
That’s not going away.”
Senators will also need to consider Rear Adm. Ronny Jackson,
the White House physician, to
replace David Shulkin as Veterans
Affairs secretary.
GOP senators have largely
remained mum over Jackson’s
nomination, which has come under
scrutiny given the physician’s lack
of experience in running a large
bureaucratic organization.
“I’ve never met him, don’t know
him. And what I do know does suggest that he needs to demonstrate
that he has the qualifications, the
capabilities despite the lack of
experience,” Sen. Jerry Moran
(R-Kan.), a member of the Senate
Veterans’ Affairs Committee, told
NPR.
Nominations need a simple
majority to clear the Senate. But
with a fragile 51-seat grip on the
chamber, Republicans have no
room for error.
Democrats haven’t signaled if
they will unanimously vote against
the three nominees.
The White House, GOP leadership and outside groups are expected to pressure red and purple
state Democrats up for reelection to
vote for Trump’s picks, and there’s
reason to think some Democrats
could see reason to vote for one or
more of the nominees.
Haspel is seen as facing a more
challenging confirmation battle
than Pompeo, as several key Republican senators remain on the
fence.
Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.),
who has been absent from Washington for months as he battles
brain cancer, wants Haspel to detail her views and involvement on
Bush-era “enhanced interrogation
techniques,” which are now widely
viewed as torture, saying the issue
is critical to the Senate’s consideration of her nomination.
Director of National Intelli-

CIA Director Mike Pompeo nominated to be Secretary of State and
CIA Deputy Director Gina Haspel to succeed him.
gence Dan Coats would not commit Committee on Thursday. Aides to
to fully declassifying all infor- several Democratic senators on the
mation on Haspel’s involvement panel noted their bosses are also exin the techniques but said “every pected to meet privately with him.
effort will be made to fully explain
The fight comes as Republicans
exactly what her role was and what and Democrats bicker over the
[it] wasn’t.”
length of time it has taken to conOutside groups and advocates sider Trump nominees.
are already gearing up for an inUnder the rules, senators can
tense fight.
force up to 30 hours of post-cloture
Dozens of former Pompeo staff- debate time, eating up days of Seners released a letter on Friday ate floor time. It has taken Trump’s
urging support for his nomination. nominees an average of 84 days to
The letter said Pompeo had “never be confirmed, according to a tracker
shied away from speaking the truth” from The Washington Post and the
and that his “leadership at State will Partnership for Public Service.
empower American diplomacy,
Changing the rules to speed up
strengthen America’s influence votes for Trump’s nominees has
and make the world a better place.” been under discussion among Sen[Read the letter below.]
ate Republicans for roughly a year.
Progressive and human rights
GOP Sen. James Lankford’s
groups want the Senate to reject (Okla.) proposal would cut down
Haspel’s nomination over her role debate time from 30 hours to eight
in interrogations at a so-called black hours for most nominations once
site prison and the destruction of they’ve overcome an initial hurdle
videotapes documenting the wa- that shows they have the simple
terboarding sessions of an al Qaeda majority to pass. Most Cabinet-levsuspect there.
el nominations would not qualify
Several Democratic senators — for the shorter debate time under
including Sen. Ron Wyden (Ore.), Lankford’s proposal.
a member of the Senate Intelligence
A GOP aide told The Hill that
Committee — have already come the proposal could see movement
out against her.
in the Rules and Administration
The Senate Intelligence Com- Committee in May. Sen. Roy Blunt
mittee hasn’t yet scheduled a hear- (R-Mo.), the next chairman of the
ing date for Haspel.
committee, predicted the proposal
Pompeo is scheduled to testify will get a vote, adding that “Rebefore the Senate Foreign Relations publicans have every right to be

DO YOU NEED AN EDITOR?

Have you been embarrassed lately when someone pointed out
to you that you misspelled a word in your report or maybe had
a whole sentence all messed up? Have you personally felt that
you could’ve done a much better job on that manuscript but just
didn’t have the time?
Why put off doing what you know you should have done before:
call in an editor! As a word-, sentence-, and document-doctor,
she will fix what needs fixing by adding a little of this or that,
and taking out what shouldn’t have been there in the first place.
Give yourself the luxury of looking your best in print!
Editor-at-your-service@gmail.com. 1-775-513-0942

To All Attorneys
who hate writing
NEVADA APPEAL GROUP (“NAG”) offers
FLAT FEE, high quality services for civil and
criminal Appeals and all Post-Conviction Relief.

NAG handles all types of appeals (misdemeanor,
felony and civil) as well as Habeas Corpus
Petitions, Nevada Supreme Court briefs, and
individual motions across the civil and criminal
spectrum, including Motions for Summary
Judgment. Turnaround time can be as minimal
as 24 hours. Federal PCR is also available.
Motions starting at $250 flat fee
Appeals starting at $500 flat fee
For more information and immediate response,
call or email:
(702) 902-5050
Nag@criminaldefenseoflasvegas.com

offended by the way the rules have
been abused.”
Republicans are putting the
fight over Trump’s nominees at the
center of their messaging heading
into the 2018 elections.
“Even if we were to lose the
House and be stymied legislatively,
we could still approve appointments, which is a huge part of what
we do,” Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) told the Kentucky

Today editorial board.
It’s unlikely that the current
slate of confirmation fights will be
the final Cabinet shake-up senators
face amid speculation that several
officials — including Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
Administrator Scott Pruitt, Attorney
General Jeff Sessions and Housing
and Urban Development Secretary
Ben Carson — could be next on the
chopping block.

By John Bowden
The Hill
President Trump’s newly minted
chief economic adviser Larry Kudlow defended the administration’s
escalation of tariffs targeting China
over intellectual property theft, accusing the Chinese government of
violating international trade laws.
In an interview on AM 970 in
New York, Kudlow told host John
Catsimatidis that no tariffs against
China have actually been implemented yet, but that the decision
was “necessary” to combat China’s
illegal practices.
“No tariffs have been implemented. Now, they may be over
time, they may be, depending on
whether China wants to talk to us
and negotiate,” Kudlow said. “A lot
of this is going to depend on China.
So far China has not responded to
President Trump on these ... you

know, they’re stealing our technology, they have tall trade barriers,
and they’re breaking a lot of laws.”
“President Trump is right,”
Kudlow added. “We have to do
this. We have to get China to
change its behavior. It’s been two
decades, and they’re still stealing
our intellectual property. They’re
still forcing technology turnovers
from our businesses to them. They
still have high tariffs. They still
have trade barriers. They still have
market closings instead of market
openings.”
The White House has largely
defended the market volatility
resulting from President Trump’s
proposed tariffs, while the president
himself has repeatedly insisted that
the U.S. is not in a trade war with
China. Kudlow echoed those claims
on Friday.
“China is the problem. Blame
China, not Trump,” he added.

Kudlow claims China is
‘breaking a lot of laws’
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Don’t Fall For These Tax Scams
By Naomi T. Johnson
State Farm
Public Affairs Specialist
The deadline for filing your
taxes is Tuesday, April 17th. This
is primetime for scams and hustlers
to do their dirt. “The best advice we
can give our customers is to be alert
and protect their personal information,” said State Farm spokesperson
Naomi Johnson. As a company, the
privacy and security of our customer’s personal information is a top
priority. We encourage customers
to always remain vigilant and alert.
Watch out for tax scams. According
to the IRS, these are some of the
most common tax time scams:
Telephone Tax
Refund Scams
Scam artists may pose as IRS

employees or law enforcement in
an attempt to steal your money or
identity. These fraudulent callers
might say you owe money or are
entitled to a large refund.
—Red Flags: Callers generally
use common names and false IRS

badge numbers. They may be able
to recite the last four digits of your
Social Security Number, and some
might even issue threats.
—Protect Yourself: Never give
out any identifying information
over the phone, no matter what

the caller threatens. Hang up and
contact the IRS to verify any issues
with your return or refund. If there
aren’t any, report the tax scam to the
Treasury Inspector General for Tax
Administration at 800-366-4484.
Phishing Emails or Websites
Scammers may use well-crafted,
fake versions of tax-related websites and emails bearing the IRS
logo to steal personal information.
—Red Flags: Emails claiming
to be from the IRS (which doesn’t
contact taxpayers to request personal information) or websites that
ask for personal or financial information in order to receive a refund.
—Protect Yourself: If you receive an email regarding your tax
refund, do not reply, open any attachments or click any links. If you

Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
The Nevada Department of
Transportation (NDOT) reminds
political candidates and supporters
that no political signs are allowed
on state road right of way. Federal
and state highway beautification
acts do not allow the placement of
signs within 660 feet of a national
highway system route or freeway,
unless they are less than four by
eight feet. Signs larger than four by
eight feet require an NDOT permit.
Local cities and counties may have
additional guidelines regulating
placement of political signs along
local roads.
State road right of way often
extends beyond the roadside, fence
line or sidewalk as well as freeways, highways and urban state
roads. Further information is available by dialing (775) 888-7000 or
visiting the NDOT website section
entitled “public involvement/sign
rules and regulations” at www.
nevadadot.com. NDOT employees
will carefully remove signs erected
in the right of way and store them
at the nearest NDOT maintenance

station for retrieval by sign owner
within 30 days. Unclaimed signs
will be destroyed.
“Political signs are a very important part of our political process
and rights,” said NDOT Director
Rudy Malfabon. “However, these
laws are about safety. Signs that

distract drivers, block the view of
motorists, resemble official traffic

signs or interfere with maintenance
of our roadsides are not safe.”

Political campaign signs not allowed
within state road right-of-ways

think you have found a suspicious
website, let the IRS know.
Phony Return Preparers
While most tax preparation
consultants file their clients’ returns
honestly, some will commit tax
fraud scams or identity theft. You
are responsible for your tax return
even if you didn’t prepare it, so do
your research before letting someone else file for you.
—Red Flags: Preparers who
don’t offer electronic filing, who
offer to file your return without a
W-2 form, or who don’t sign your
return or enter their Preparer Tax
Identification Numbers (PTINs).
—Protect Yourself: Before selecting a tax preparation consultant,
review their history and the status
of their license. Make sure they
have a PTIN and avoid preparers
who base their service fees on your
refund amount.
Reporting Online Scams
If you receive an online message
you suspect is a scam, the IRS
suggests taking the following steps:
—Do not open any attachments
or click any links. These could lead
you to a fake IRS website, where
opening a link could download
malware or allow someone to hack
into your computer.
—Ignore messages that offer
a refund. Instead, go to the IRS’s
Where’s My Refund? site to determine if you are actually receiving
a refund.
—Forward the message or web
address to phishing@irs.gov.
—Delete the message.
The IRS also provides additional
information about precautions to
take if you receive messages that
appear to be from the agency. Customers should contact their bank,
credit card company and/or local
authorities directly and consider
setting up credit monitoring.
See more at: IRS complete
“Dirty Dozen” list
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fee for each extra receiver/DIRECTV Ready TV/Device), and certain other add’l fees & charges. Different offers may apply for eligible multi-dwelling-unit and telco customers. DIRECTV SVC TERMS: Subject to Equipment Lease & Customer Agreements. Must maintain a min. base TV pkg of $29.99/mo. Programming, pricing, terms and conditions subject to change at any time. Some offers may not be available through all channels and in select areas. Visit directv.com/legal or call for details. Offers
may not be combined with other promotional offers on the same services and may be modified or discontinued at any time without notice. Other conditions apply to all offers. †$100 Reward Card for purchase of qualifying DIRECTV SELECT Package and above; Offer not available in select locations. For new residential customers in the U.S. (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S.V.I.). Residents of select multi-dwelling units are not eligible for this offer. Reward Card: Will be sent letter with redemption requirements.
Redemption req’d w/in 75 days from reward notification mail date. Reward Card delivered within 3-4 weeks after redemption to customers who maintain qualifying service from installation date and through reward fulfillment. Card expires at month-end 6 mos. after issuance. No cash access. For cardholder agreement, go to rewardcenter.att.com/myrewardcard/agreement_FSV.pdf. AT&T Reward Card issued by U.S. Bank National Association, pursuant to license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. May not be combined with
other promotional offers on same services. Offer ends 6/30/18. ^Live streaming and Video on Demand channels may vary by TV package, viewing location and device. Additional charges may apply for new releases. Out-of-home viewing requires high-speed Internet connection. Additional features/channels may be available for in-home live-streaming when connected to an HD DVR with high-speed data connection. All functions and programming subject to change at any time. Visit directv.com/streamdirectv for a
list of compatible devices (sold separately) and details. ©2018 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved. AT&T, Globe logo, DIRECTV, and all other DIRECTV marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affiliated companies. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.
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TRAFFIC UPDATE

“Spaghetti Bowl” Ramp
reopens a week early
Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
The Nevada Department of
Transportation (NDOT) reopened
the U.S. Highway 95 northbound
to Interstate 15 southbound ramp
in downtown Las Vegas at 6 a.m.,
April 6, nearly a week earlier than
planned. The ramp had been closed
since March 12 for paving activities
as part of “The Main Event,” the
third and final phase of work for
Project Neon’s nearly $1 billion
4-mile-long widening of Interstate
15 from the U.S. 95 interchange to
Sahara Avenue. Motorists should
use caution while travelling through
the work zone, heed construction
signage, and take alternate detour

routes, if possible.
Check the Project Neon website
(NDOTProjectNeon.com) or Facebook, LinkedIn, and Twitter pages
(@NDOTProjectNeon) for up to
date information. There is also a
free smart phone app available, plus
a hotline available in both English
and Spanish at: 702-293-NEON
(6366). NDOT works with Waze
to inform the public about planned
highway restrictions, but unscheduled construction changes, closures
and restrictions are possible due to
weather or other factors. For the
latest state highway conditions,
visit nvroads.com or call 511 before
driving.

I-15 Southbound lane
realignment at Starr Ave.
Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
The Nevada Department of
Transportation (NDOT) is temporarily realigning southbound
Interstate 15 at Starr Avenue onto
a temporary three-lane detour
road which began April 5, in unincorporated Clark County. It will
stay in place for 12 months. The
temporary traffic shift is needed
for construction of the new $34
million Interstate 15 Starr Avenue
interchange, which broke ground in
November. Las Vegas Paving is the
general contractor. The interchange
will be located one mile south of the
Cactus Avenue interchange and one
mile north of the St. Rose Parkway

interchange, relieving congestion at
both locations for improved traffic
circulation while providing capacity for future growth. The project
is scheduled to finish in mid-2019
Motorists should use caution
while travelling through the work
zone, heed construction signage,
and take alternate detour routes, if
possible. NDOT works with Waze
to inform the public about planned
highway restrictions, but unscheduled construction changes, closures
and restrictions are possible due to
weather or other factors. For the
latest state highway conditions,
visit nvroads.com or call 511 before
driving.

I-15/Tropicana Avenue multiple lane
restrictions, bridge repairs April 11-13

Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
The Nevada Department of Transportation (NDOT) will make nightly
bridge joint repairs at Tropicana Avenue and Interstate 15 from April 1113 in Las Vegas, necessitated by the structure being hit from an oversized
truck load. Restrictions include:
Wednesday Night — Thursday Morning
Two inside lanes along northbound Interstate 15 at Tropicana Avenue
will be closed from 8 p.m., April 11, until 4 a.m., April 12.
Thursday Night — Friday Morning
Two outside lanes along westbound Tropicana Avenue at Interstate 15
will be closed from 8 p.m., April 12, until 4 a.m., April 13.
Motorists should use caution while travelling through the work zone,
heed construction signage, and take alternate detour routes, if possible.
NDOT works with Waze to inform the public about planned highway restrictions, but unscheduled construction changes, closures and restrictions
are possible due to weather or other factors. For the latest state highway
conditions, visit nvroads.com or call 511 before driving

U.S. 95 Northbound overnight lane
restrictions, bridge repairs April 10-11
Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
The Nevada Department of
Transportation (NDOT) will close
an outside lane along northbound
U.S. Highway 95 (Interstate 515)
between Wyoming and Eastern
avenues in Las Vegas from 8 p.m.,
April 10, until 4 a.m., April 11,
for bridge joint repairs. Motorists
should use caution while travelling through the work zone, heed

construction signage, and take
alternate detour routes, if possible.
NDOT works with Waze to inform
the public about planned highway
restrictions, but unscheduled construction changes, closures and
restrictions are possible due to
weather or other factors.
For the latest state highway
conditions, visit nvroads.com or
call 511 before driving.
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(only $50 per hour)
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Clark County Fair and Rodeo traffic
restrictions April 11-15 in Logandale

Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
The Nevada Department of Transportation (NDOT) announces traffic
control flaggers along State Route 169 (Moapa Valley Boulevard) between
Whipple Avenue and Hardy Street in Logandale from April 11 through
April 15 to accommodate the Clark County Fair and Rodeo. Traffic plans
will be in place from 8 am until 12 a.m., Wednesday through Saturday,
and from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. on Sunday, the final day of the fair. “Motorists
should budget additional travel time through the area and plan accordingly,” said NDOT spokesman Tony Illia. The 53-year-old annual fair attracts
roughly 80,000 attendees. For more information, go to: ccfair.com. NDOT
works with Waze to inform the public about planned highway restrictions,
but unscheduled construction changes, closures and restrictions are possible due to weather or other factors. For the latest state highway conditions,
visit nvroads.com or call 511 before driving.

• Talk Shows • Infomercials •
• Community Involvement •
• Business Promotions •
• Political Agendas •
• Marketing Promotions •

www.RadioTribune.com
For additional information
Call (702) 272-4634

Email: Advertisement@LasVegasTribune.com

RadioTribune Lineup
“Open Mic”
Every Tuesday and Thursday at 11:00 a.m., Gordon
Martines hosts “Open Mic,” a popular RadioTribune.
com show. The Anti-Corruption Coalition of Nevada is
the basis for and theme of “Open Mic.”
Gordon Martines was a career police officer with 39
years of on-the-job Law Enforcement experience. Past
cases involving Kevin Daley, Trayvon Cole and a variety
of other covered-up criminal cases, and a billion dollars
worth of missing taxpayer money, are discussed in depth
and at length on the show.
Martines spent four years as police officer with the
Hermosa Beach Police Department before moving here
and resuming his police career in Las Vegas as a Detective in the Robbery/Homicide Bureau, retiring from
the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department after 36
years of police service.
The amount of corruption and cover-ups by executive
Police Administrative officers witnessed by Martines
inside the department led to his decision to contest the
good ol’ boy’s club and run for Clark County Sheriff
three times against what he knew were almost insurmountable odds.
“Open Mic” carries the voice the LVMPD does not
want you to hear, yet it is always there, every Tuesday
and Thursday at 11:00 a.m. on www.radiotribune.com.
Tune in!
*****
“Face The Tribune”
Face the Tribune is heard every Monday through Friday at 12 noon, hosted by Rolando Larraz.
For the last five years “Face The Tribune” has been
the premier show for interviews with politicians, civil
service workers, government officials and activists, and a
voice for those everyday citizens who needed to air their
legal grievances. The Las Vegas Tribune newspaper has
been a part of the Las Vegas community for over 18 years
and is the only independent newspaper in Clark County.
“Face The Tribune” was established as a voice for the
people of Las Vegas and is the only news platform where
judges, city councilmen, local businessmen and women, as well as Mr. or Ms. Local Citizen, can voice their
opinions and share the issues that pertain to Las Vegas.
The show’s host, Rolando Larraz, has been a journalist
in Clark County for over 50 years. He has been a fixture
in the community and a highly respected publisher who
has covered local news and events in Las Vegas since the
mid-’60s. For stories and information not available anywhere else in Las Vegas, tune into “Face The Tribune”
Monday through Friday at 12:00 noon.
*****
COBRA USA with Blu Laker
A daily Radio show Monday through Friday 2:00 p.m.
with live guests on a variety of subjects.
Due to the importance of health care, its out-of-control

costs with no restraints,
millions of Americans are
unable to obtain it. Why?
Our elected officials have
it, they don’t need to worry.
But what about the people
they represent? Find out
why on Cobra USA.
C.O.B.R.A. by the way
is the 1985 Insurance Law
created by Ronald Reagan in 1985 for continuing health care coverage
of health insurance. We
talk about insurance, savings and options available
through King Cobra, the
intended amended ver-
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sion of the original Cobra
program. We invite you to
press Congress for parity in
health care live here at Radio Tribune. Call or email
us at Cobra.blulaker@
gmail.com or call (949)
467- 0613.
Cobra USA is hosted by
Blu Laker, an investigative
reporter who has seen medical programs that work
around the world, with
a cure to the healthcare
problem here. Join him in
these discussions to clear
the air so vital to survival
itself and what you can do

to help. The world has become so large, it’s getting
claustrophobic with traffic,
travel, taxes, soaring costs
for food, water, clothing
and shelter, and what are
we to do? Join us with
your wisdom and knowledge to make America
great again; together we
can make a difference. Let
me pick your brain for the
advancement of humanity.
We are controversial, conservative and considerate
of other people, even when
they may have different
opinions.

Face the
Tribune

‘Face the Tribune’ is hosted
by Rolando Larraz
Monday thru Friday
at 12 noon
on www.RadioTribune.com

COBRA USA
with Blu Laker

KIOF 97.9 FM

“Welcome to
Fabulous Las
Vegas Public
Radio and the
Entertainment
Capital of
the World”
YOUR LOCAL COMMUNITY NON
PROFIT 501 C 3 RADIO STATION

(Federal Charitable taxpayer ID # 45-4388579)

See www.lasvegaspublicradio.org
(www.lvpr.org)
Now with more than 1.506 Million
hits to our website to date as
we begin our 3rd year!
400 S. 4th St., Suite 500
Las Vegas, NV 89101

(702) 425-4088

Monday thru Friday at 2:00 p.m.
on www.RadioTribune.com

Tune in to
RadioTribune
www.RadioTribune.com
New Call-In Line:
(702) 983-0711

Tune in and listen to those who will tell you the truth,
and nothing but the truth. You’ll discover different
personalities and hear different opinions, but when it
comes to the facts, you’ll always get the truth from us!

Editorials
Page 10 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / April 11-17, 2018

A government big enough to give you everything you want, is strong enough to take everything you have. — Thomas Jefferson

Our Point of View

The Las Vegas Tribune
reaches voters who vote

It’s stupid that both Democrats and Republicans have
tossed the Las Vegas Review-Journal’s new political reporter, Ramona Giwargis, out of two events she went to
cover. How dumb or cowardly are these people who kick
the press out? The losers are the readers.
Once again we have to make sure that a disclaimer is
clearly posted in this very important voice of our newspaper: We do not like Senator Dean Heller; we have not
endorsed, and never will endorse, Senator Dean Heller,
not even for dog catcher.
This is in no way, shape, or form, a defense for Senator
Dean Heller, is but an eye-opener to the citizens of the
great state of Nevada and a reminder that whatever the
daily newspaper is now complaining about is what the
Las Vegas Tribune has been saying for years.
Campaign managers, political controllers and everyone
who gets close to any political candidate, tries to keep the
candidates isolated from the voters. They are all afraid
to let their cash cow communicate with those very same
people from whom they are looking for a vote, and also
hoping for money — known as campaign contributions
— to sustain and maintain their campaign expenses, and
that “the only newspaper in Clark County” has a way to
benefit those candidates with its advertising profits.
Political writers have the habit of reporting what they
like and who they may like; nowadays reporters are nothing more than public relations writers; they do not know
how to report, but are good at editorializing.
Look at last month’s Ward Five special election; Las
Vegas Tribune invited all eleven candidates to be guests
on our radio show — which broadcasts at noon daily — to
give them the opportunity to have their voice heard, and
yet no one even responded to that free offer.
A state senator with higher office aspirations has the
audacity to ask a fellow Black American what he was
doing getting involved with the Las Vegas Tribune and if
he knew what we were all about.
We are about equality, we are about fairness, we are
about justice; that is what we are all about; but if we were
to be running for anything, for any position, and we could
let our voice be heard, even to one person at a time, we
would be more than pleased.
What we have always said is consistent with our modus
operandi; and candidates who allow their campaign managers to control who they talk to, who they can give an
interview to, or whose radio show they can be allowed to
appear on, are weak; they are wimps and are not persons
who can stand on their own two feet.
We have known Assemblyman Harvey Munford for
years. We understand that he is very close to the founder
of this newspaper and he was invited three times to appear
on his friend’s radio show and three other people had
promised, “I will bring Harvey to the radio show”; “I will
bring Harvey there, I promise”; and “Harvey is ready to
come here anytime, because I asked him to come,” but
no one was able — or cared enough — to make those
promises come true.
Finally we learned that all those people who were making promises they could not or would not deliver on were
told that Harvey Munford was not welcome anymore in
our building, and to stop trying to fight the impossible,
because if Harvey Munford were to show up at our radio
station, we would close our doors for that day. Yet in
reality, Harvey Munford has lost perhaps the most loyal
friends he ever had.
Lisa Mayo DeRiso and David Thomas were in charge
of Harvey Munford’s campaign and neither of them like
the Las Vegas Tribune because they cannot control the Las
Vegas Tribune. Lisa Mayo DeRiso and David Thomas are
persona non grata in this facility and we believe they are
not good for any candidate.
David Thomas and his wife, District Court Judge Nancy
Allf, profit from a drug business that even if it is state legal, it is still federally illegal; and Lisa Mayo DeRiso has
a bad check-writing history that has been following her
for several years, not being brought to court, apparently
using her connection with Eighth Judicial District Court
Judge William “Bill” Kephart who is a friend of Sheriff
Lombardo. Kephart is a client of Lisa Mayo DeRiso,
who claims to be a campaign manager when she is not
in Alaska.
No matter if the party blocks the entrance to the media
or the campaign manager blocks the candidate from appearing or communicating with an old-fashioned newspaper or a new Internet online publication; it does not matter
if the newspaper has only one reader or a hundred, or a
hundred thousand readers, sometime one vote is enough
to win a seat, and if you do not believe us — because no
one reads us — ask former Las Vegas city council Bob
Beers who won by one vote.

Nevada court rightly upholds
the public has right to know
By Thomas Mitchell
tal entity must be open at all times
The Nevada Supreme Court has
during office hours to inspection by
made it clear that public officials
any person, and may be fully copied
cannot skirt the state public records
or an abstract or memorandum may
law by using privately owned elecbe prepared from those public books
tronic devices to conduct the public’s
and public records.”
business.
Cherry further clarified, “In light
This past week the court unanof these requirements, (NPRA)
imously overturned a lower court
cannot be read as limiting public
ruling that rejected a request for
records to those that are physically
records from Lyon County commismaintained at a government locasioners because those records were
tion or on a government server and
not stored on devices owned by the
are immediately accessible to the
county. The county conceded that
public during the business hours of
ThoMaS MiTchell
public business was indeed conthat governmental entity. Such an
ducted using personal phones and email addresses. interpretation would render … (the law) meaningless,
The county website even lists those phone numbers as the records of private entities rendering public serand email addresses as the commissioners’ contact vices would not necessarily be stored at the government
office, and providing a time frame for resolving a
information.
“The use of private entities in the provision of pub- records request would be unnecessary if records were
lic services must not deprive members of the public required to be immediately produced for inspection at
access to inspect and copy books and records relating that location.”
Barry Smith, executive director of the Nevada
to the provision of those services,” wrote Justice MiPress Association, called the ruling important and
chael Cherry, author of the opinion.
The Nevada Public Records Act (NPRA) states substantial.
“If it had gone the other way, it would have created a
that, unless otherwise specifically exempted by law,
(See Mitchell, Page 12)
“all public books and public records of a governmen-

Governor candidate shows lack of
class by attacking the president
By Perly Viasmensky
One of our candidates for governor in this election
year is displaying lack of class by attacking the president of this nation showing the new generation of
future voters how to ignore and disrespect the president
of this great nation. The president of a country ought
always to be respected, regardless of party affiliation.
Last February in Minden, Nevada Steve Sisolak
spent most of his speech criticizing the governor Republican candidate Adam Laxalt’s platform and noting
the similarities between Laxalt’s views and President
Donald Trump’s policies.
Steve Sisolak, in his first television commercial for
his gubernatorial race, was talking tough, promising he
will take on the president, focusing on his opposition
to President Donald Trump.
Sisolak also focused on his strong support for
Planned Parenthood, probably thinking that by supporting that organization more women will vote for
him, but of course forgetting the horrible death of a
particular baby at the hands of an abortionist.

Mr. Sisolak needs to remember that Planned Parenthood advocates are of the opinion that “decisions
about whether to choose adoption, end a pregnancy, or
raise a child must be left to a woman, her family, and
her faith, with the counsel of her doctor or health care
provider — not to politicians.” So, as a politician, such
support is useless.
Perhaps if the flamboyant Chairman of the Clark
County Commission would stop running his campaign
as he used to run his boiler room operations, he probably would have a little better luck to become governor
of Nevada.
The new generation of voters may think that attacking and disrespecting the president that has been
legitimately elected by the American people, and not
by dreamers, is the right thing to do when they see a
governor candidate publicly demeaning and insulting
our Commander In Chief.
It is commonly known that about every other politician uses whatever wording is needed to get elected,
(See Viasmensky, Page 15)

ON A PERSONAL NOTE

Lyft driver kicks out passenger
‘cause he’ll “only make $6”

By Maramis
varies with the individual. No one
If you take the job, whatever job
would expect to receive $325.00 an
it is, do the job to the best of your
hour for working at McDonald’s, yet
ability: Or, as Martin Luther King,
if a lawyer could save you thousands
Jr. once said, in the most poetic
or even millions by giving you just
of terms, “If a man is called to be
the advice you need, or could spare
a streetsweeper, he should sweep
you a lot of misery by helping you
streets even as Michelangelo paintthrough a rough spot, that $325.00 an
ed, or Beethoven composed music,
hour could now seem like a bargain.
or Shakespeare wrote poetry. He
Yet to comment further on the
should sweep streets so well that
one who works at McDonald’s, even
all the hosts of heaven and earth
though their hourly rate is closer to
will pause to say, here lived a great
only $10 an hour, if you go there and
streetsweeper who did his job well.” MaraMiS choufani
are really in the mood for a burger
I’m a big fan of receiving adequate pay for the work and some of their fries, you expect to get them with
that one does. What is adequate? you may ask. Well, a smile and even a kind word, making you feel good
obviously that depends on what the work is, how long about going to that particular McDonald’s, and perhaps
you spend doing it, what the going rate may be, and even feeling inclined to put in a good word for that
also what you agreed to accept for doing that work. person to the supervisor. But should that employee be
The value of one’s time is one thing, but the value of feeling disgruntled about his or her hourly wage, and
one’s work is something else. Often, the two can be has just served several snarly customers before you
many — or even very many — dollars apart.
arrived, you might well be served by an employee who
Time is what we all have to spend, and we all get the feels that what he is being paid does not nearly comsame amount; but what we do as our work, or our job,
(See Maramis, Page 15)

View Points
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Editors note: The views expressed are entirely those of the writers and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the Las Vegas Tribune.

The absolutely last two people to
listen to about education reform
By Chuck Muth
There are few “absolutes” in
life, but let me give you two: (1)
Nevada’s public education system
overall absolutely sucks. (2) The
absolutely last person in Nevada
you want to listen to on how to fix
it is Chris Giunchigliani.
“Chris G” is a left-wing Clark
County commissioner and former
state legislator who is currently
running in the Democrat gubernatorial primary against absolutely
the second last person you want to
listen to on this issue, fellow Clark
County Commissioner Steve “Chris
G-Lite” Sisolak.
Both came unglued this week
after Nevada Attorney General
and Republican gubernatorial
nominee-in-waiting Adam Laxalt
released his comprehensive education platform which includes,
among other measures, a silver
bullet reform proposal that professional public education vampires
“hate with the white hot intensity
of a thousand suns”…
Universal parental school choice
for low- and middle-income families.
At the very heart of Mr. Laxalt’s
overall education reform agenda

CHUCK MUTH
is a very simple concept: All kids
are different and the current government-owned/union-managed
one-size-fits all system is a dogwith-fleas disaster.
And that means any true reform
proposal must include enacting
the state’s landmark Education
Savings Account (ESA) program
that soon-to-be-former (thankfully)
Gov. Brian Sandoval never really
supported and refused to fund in
the last legislative session.
ESA’s are literally a lifeline to
parents who would love an escape
hatch from their children’s lousy
neighborhood public schools but
can’t afford to move to a gated

suburban sub-division or pay for
private school tuition. ESAs are, in
short, education equalizers.
Which is the LAST thing folks
such as Chris G and Chris G-Lite
want.
“I’ve been involved in public
education for over 30 years,” Chris
G wrote in a tweet about the Laxalt
Lifeline proposal. “Our schools,
teachers, and support staff are all
under-funded. Taking money out
of our public schools doesn’t fix
anything.”
OK, let’s start with this: Our
public schools have been failing
under her system for at least the last
30 years. That makes Chris G the
problem, not the solution.
Secondly, we’ve been pouring
more money, more money and
more money into the public schools
for the last 30 years and it hasn’t
fixed a thing. The public schools
aren’t broke; they’re broken. The
government school monopoly is the
disease, not the cure.
The solution is to use taxpayer
money for public EDUCATION,
which doesn’t necessarily mean
public SCHOOLS. Huge difference.
This isn’t about “taking money
out of our public schools.” It’s about

providing low- and middle-income
families the financial resources they
need to take their KIDS out of the
public schools because, as Mr. Laxalt rightly points out in his proposal,
“every child is unique, with his
or her own particular educational
needs and challenges.”
For his part, Chris G-Lite criticized the Laxalt Lifeline as an
“empty proposal” that “would only
hurt Nevada schools.”
Again, he’s missing the point.
This isn’t about the “schools.” Indeed, aren’t liberals such as Chris
G and Chris G-Lite always telling
us it’s always supposed to be about
“the children”?
If you want to fix public educa-

tion, then Adam Laxalt is absolutely on the right path.
However, if you want to continue doing what hasn’t worked,
isn’t working and will never work
by throwing good money after bad
trying to prop up these government
failure factories, then you absolutely should stick with Chris G or
Chris G-Lite.
The choice here is absolutely
clear.
Chuck Muth is president of
Citizen Outreach, a non-profit
public policy grassroots advocacy
organization and publisher of NevadaNewsandViews.com. He may
be reached by email at cmuth@
lasvegastribune.com.

Declaration of Hemp-ependence?

Senate takes first step toward cannabis legalization

By Mace yampolsky
Is the U.S. moving toward full
federal pot legalization? It sure
looks that way.
On Monday, April 2, 2018, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell introduced a new bill to legalize
industrial hemp and allocate federal
money for cultivation of the crop.
This legislation to “finally legalize
hemp as an agricultural commodity
and remove it from the list of controlled substances.” Marijuana is
listed as a schedule 1 narcotic which
means that there is no acceptable
medical use.
“We all are so optimistic that
industrial hemp can become sometime in the future what tobacco was
in Kentucky’s past,” U.S. Senate
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell
(R-KY) said at a press conference
alongside the state’s agriculture
commissioner. The taxes collected
will be enormous. In Las Vegas, I
know of one dispensary that grosses
1.3 million a month
Hemp is a type of cannabis
plant. It’s one of the oldest crops
in existence. Humans have been
growing it for many thousands of
years and it has many roots right

MaCe yaMPoLSKy

here in America.
But confusion over what counts
as research as well as issues related
to the interstate transportation of
hemp seeds has caused confusion
as the Drug Enforcement Administration has in some cases sought
to enforce federal laws that do not
distinguish between hemp and
marijuana.
Hemp, Apple Pie
and Baseball
One could say hemp is as American as apple pie. It was once an
important crop in this country.

Even some of the Founding Fathers
grew it. Some think the original
Declaration of Independence was
written on hemp paper. During
Colonial times, you could even pay
your taxes in hemp! I just went to
the Parkway tavern and they have
a new craft beer: Hemp and hops.
Hemp fibers are incredibly
strong, and they were used to make
everything from rope to textiles and
paper. We’ve found many additional uses for hemp, including using it
to make super-strong plastics.
In the 1930s, thanks to the
invention of new agricultural and
processing machinery, hemp was
touted as a potential “billion-dollar crop” that could be used in
25,000 products, create thousands
of American jobs and reduce foreign imports.
Also in the 1930s, Henry Ford
built a car out of hemp-containing
panels, declaring them 10 times
stronger than steel… and he even
used a sledgehammer to prove its
impact resistance.
Hemp Got Caught In
The Groundswell To
Ban Marijuana
Hemp’s wonderful future never

came to be, however. Hemp got
caught in the federal effort to ban
cannabis, despite the fact that hemp
does not contain appreciable quantities of psychoactive THC.
Hemp is rich in CBD — which
has a wide range of therapeutic
uses. Even now, despite the fact that
CBD is legal, there are companies
that have to import hemp in order
to make products.
Right now hemp cultivation is
illegal at the federal level; we can
only grow hemp in the handful
of states that allow it. Even with

limitations, production is booming,
with land and producers doubling
in 2017 in states that allow its
cultivation.
A press release from McConnell’s office said the new bill will
not only reclassify hemp under federal law, but “will also give hemp
researchers the chance to apply for
competitive federal grants from the
U.S. Department of Agriculture —
allowing them to continue their
impressive work with the support
of federal research dollars.”
(See Mace, Page 15)

Three elements of ‘stacked deck’ that imperil Trump

Larry Klayman sees ‘cavalcade of compromised establishment fools’

By Larry Klayman
Some of you may remember a
film by Woody Allen called “Match
Point.” Despite his comedic genius,
the movie was a sad thriller that
ended in tragedy, all in line with
Allen’s dark view of life. Today,
We the People are living another
tragedy in the making, and while
also suitable for leftist Hollywood
production, there are grave consequences for both the president
and those of us who are dedicated
not to just “Making America Great
Again,” but saving the republic and
restoring the vision of our Founding Fathers. I would call this new
drama “Stacked Deck!”
The first question we must ask
is: Who is stacking the deck of
cards against the president, his
family, colleagues and those of us
who voted for and put our trust in
The Donald? And, the answer is not
simple, but multi-faceted!
First and foremost in the stacked
deck is our U.S. Department of
Justice, run presently by an attorney
general who, while shamelessly
featured on the cover of this week’s
Time magazine, is far from its
“Person of the Year.” His name is

Larry KLayMan
Jeff Beauregard Sessions. He is
no “Legal Eagle,” but is rather a
“Legal Weasel.” Sessions and his
band of do-nothing and destructive
Obama-Clinton loving loyalists
— the most prominent of whom is
the deputy attorney general, Rod
Rosenstein, a man so brain-dead
that he might consider changing his
“nom de famille” to Frankenstein
— have given the corrupt Special
Counsel Robert Mueller free reign
to rape and pillage the Trump White
House and by extension us peasants
of the kingdom.

In Sessions’ case, he not only
has allowed Obama holdover former U.S. attorney from Maryland
Rosenstein to rubber stamp all
Mueller and his leftist prosecutors
seek, which is to go far and wide
from the special counsel’s original
limited authorization to investigate
only alleged Russian collusion by
the Trump presidential campaign,
to now do a “rectal examination” on
the Trump business empire, going
back many years earlier.
Now, not only is Mueller busily
preparing what in effect will surely
be an impeachment report, at a minimum, that the president committed
obstruction of justice when he fired
former FBI Director James Comey,
there is a real likelihood that the
president, his son-in-law Jared
Kushner and his son Donald Jr. will
also be indicted for some “Trumped
up” crime related to their business
dealings. All the while, Sessions
and Rosenstein are just sitting back
waiting for this to happen, rather
than doing what real chief law enforcement officers would do and fire
Mueller and send his prosecutorial
staff figuratively back to their leftist
homeland in Siberia.

But Sessions will not lift either
of his paralyzed cowardly hands!
While I initially was hopeful that he
had some courage, he has become
little more than a textbook Republican establishment political mouse
who fears blowback from not just
the Democrats but their Deep State,
which remains embedded into the
intelligence community and the
FBI. Obama-Clinton-Comey loyalists embedded in these government
agencies undoubtedly have dirt on
Sessions; dirt that could not just end
his professional career but personally damage him and his family.
Indeed, when the Trump Tower
was wiretapped by the FBI in the
days leading up to the election and
thereafter, it is likely that telephone
conversations between Sessions
and the president, and their staffs,
were illegally obtained. This coercion and blackmail is the way
it works in the swamp known as
Washington, D.C. — and Sessions
knows this!
Second, there are the president’s
lawyers, who before one of them
recently either quit or was fired,
I used to call “The Three Legal
Stooges.” Cashing in on notoriety

and mucho hard currency for their
efforts, like jellyfish they have been
dragged along by Mueller just like
the “living dead” they have been.
Rather than taking the offensive
with Mueller, such as by suing him
for violating the president’s constitutional privacy and other rights,
or moving to cut off the special
counsel’s runaway investigation
by filing a lawsuit to shut him
down for exceeding his mandate, as
Freedom Watch and I have done, the
remaining two zombies, Ty Cobb
and Jay Sekulow, would rather rest
on being naively promoted by Fox
News host Sean Hannity than doing
their job — which should be to take
strong pro-active steps to protect
Trump and those around him, by
fighting back with real legal force!
Public relations should be left to
professionals, not inert establishment lawyers!
To the contrary, Fox News’ chief
judicial analyst, Judge Andrew Napolitano, pessimistically sees things
in stark contrast to Hannity. In an
opinion piece Thursday he, as I
have been urging for many months,
challenged President Trump to get
(See Klayman, Page 12)
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The New Cultural Philosophy of American Politics
By Jóse Azel
The cultural philosophy of a
nation governs how the nation
reacts to the challenges it faces.
The political courses of actions
a nation chooses flow from the
dominant ideas it holds, which is
to say that the relationship between
philosophy and politics is a direct
and practical one.
The United States was founded
on the philosophy of the 18th century Enlightenment or Age of Reason.
The Enlightenment encompassed a
range of ideas establishing reason
as the primary source of authority
and legitimacy. These ideas set the
course for the political revolutions
of the 18th and 19th centuries
which focused the purpose of
government on the protection of
individual rights.
Our Declaration of Independence relies on the political ideas
of early Enlightenment philosopher
John Locke. Our concepts of limited government and the required
separation of powers come from
Montesquieu’s The Spirit of the
Laws (1748), and Adam Smith
gave us the rationale for free market
economics in The Wealth of Nations
(1776). The genius of the Founding
Fathers was to transmute these
Enlightenment philosophies into
action in forming a nation-state.
In the 19th and early 20th century Europe’s leading philosophers, in
a movement known as the Counter-Enlightenment, abandoned the
Age of Reason ideals for a belief
that feelings and intuition are more

José Azel
important than reason. The principles of individual rights and limited
government were replaced by collectivism, and by the all-powerful
state in various manifestations of
cultural nationalism.
Counter-Enlightenment philosophers replaced individual rights
with the “general will” of the
collective. The nationalistic glorification of the nation-state that
accompanies collectivism fueled
hostility among nations paving the
way for two World Wars. These, in
turn, were followed by the spread
of totalitarian communist dictatorships throughout the world.
In the United States, as argued
by Michael Dahlen in The Roots
of Capitalism and Stalinism in
the West, the Counter-Enlightenment ideas “have undermined the
commitments of Americans to
the nation’s founding principles
of individual rights and limited

government.”
Prominent American Leftists
groveled over the Soviet Union’s
central planning; fawned over the
socialist experiments in Cuba,
China, and North Vietnam, and
idolized murderous tyrants like
Mao Tse-tung, Fidel Castro, and
Che Guevara. As the Counter-Enlightenment ideas infiltrated American culture, the role of government
expanded taking from our treasure
and our individual rights.
In the early 21st century, American political culture finds itself in a
rather confused philosophical state
of affairs. Today’s versions of the
philosophical ideas of the Enlightenment and Counter-Enlightenment
are the globalization and counter-globalization movements.
Globalization, purportedly a
business-friendly movement, favors
easier movement of goods, capital,
and people across national borders.
Conceptually, globalization reduces
the importance of borders and of
nation-states.
Counter-globalization, on the
other hand, is an anti-business,
anti-consumerism idea opposed to
the integration of markets and carrying great antipathy to multi-national corporations. Conceptually,
counter-globalization increases the
importance of nation-states.
If we try to un-wrap these positions philosophically, we unexpectedly find that the youthful
counter-globalization protesters fall
into the nationalistic Counter-Enlightenment camp based on their

antipathy towards globalism.
They are, in effect, saying that
the nation-state and borders matter,
and propose recovering national
sovereignty over international trade
from the malevolent multi-national
corporations. They are practically
quoting, I suspect much to their
horror, President Trump’s views
that “…there is no such thing as a
global anthem, a global currency
or a global flag. This is the United
States of America that I’m representing.”
In the United States we are
witnessing a populist backlash to
globalism where the traditional Left
and Right are incoherently aligned
without knowing it. In this identity
crisis, the unrecognized premise
of the alignment seems to be an
implicit recognition that, in the 21st
century, economic and geopolitical
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self-interest are inseparable.
The evolving relationship between philosophy and politics is yet
unclear, but it points to a cultural
philosophy consisting of a secular,
democratic alternative to globalism.
It is a peculiar U.S.-Centric cultural
philosophy that, like the Enlightenment, centers on individual
freedoms, but like the Counter-Enlightenment exalts national values.
*****
José Azel left Cuba in 1961 as a
13 year-old political exile in what
has been dubbed Operation Pedro
Pan — the largest unaccompanied
child refugee movement in the history of the Western Hemisphere.
He is currently dedicated to the indepth analyses of Cuba’s economic,
social and political state, with a
keen interest in post-Castro-Cuba
strategies.

Major new Clinton campaign scandal exposed

By Frank Holmes
Former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton implied that the NRA
secretly took money from the
Russian government to bring down
her brilliant presidential campaign
in 2016.
No, really.
But a fresh political scandal
shows that it was actually her campaign that hid tens of thousands of
dollars in funding from her government-funded donors.
Hillary’s a horrible politician,
but she’s a perfect example of the
two things anti-American politicians always do: They shift the
blame, and they lecture the American people on how much their
country sucks.
After former President Barack
Obama got elected, he went on a
global apology tour, groveling and
begging the Muslim world to please
forgive America for defending
herself.
Since Hillary didn’t win the
presidential election, she has gone
on a tour to explain why she lost.
For 17 months, she has told
anyone who will listen it’s not her
fault — it was the Russians, racism,
sexism, James Comey, fake news,
the Democratic Party, WikiLeaks,
Bernie Sanders, Barack Obama,
misogyny, the Green Party, women
too stupid to think for themselves,
men too stupid to see through President Donald Trump, journalists
who didn’t tell the American people
just how brilliant she was, and the
list goes on.

She’s droned on so long and insulted so many Americans that her
fellow Democrats are begging her
to go back to drinking and taking
long walks in the woods.
Instead, Hillary added a brand
new scapegoat this week.
“You know the NRA has spent
more money on me than any other
candidate,” she said at a #MeToo
event on Tuesday.
“We’ll find out if any of that was
Russian money,” she said.
Answers like that make you
wonder if Hillary has been drinking
wine — or vodka — after all.
There’s zero evidence that the
NRA took Russian funding. The
last thing Russia wants is a wellarmed enemy that knows how to
hit a target.
But Hillary dragged that Red
Square herring out to cover up
her own dirty little finance scandal, which has been conveniently
blacked out the mainstream media.
The Federal Election Commission just slapped one of Hillary’s
donors with a hefty fine for hiding
its contributions.
Planned Parenthood Advocates of Wisconsin did not report
$116,898 in campaign contributions
to Democrats as required by law.
Half of that went to Hillary
Rodham Clinton’s 2016 presidential campaign, the other half to
Democrat Russ Feingold.
The Planned Parenthood affiliate
didn’t report either donation within
48 hours, as required by law. As
a matter of fact, 90 percent of its

campaign donations in the quarter
before the 2016 elections weren’t
reported accurately.
“This error was due to a misunderstanding,” Planned Parenthood
told the FEC. Some low-level,
unnamed employee “mistakenly
believed 48-hour reports were not
required unless expenditures were
made within 20 days of the election.” Oops!
The FEC let the group wriggle
out by agreeing to pay a $5,850 civil
penalty this week.
With Hillary’s flagrant lawbreaking, the one offense the FEC
happened to catch is guaranteed to
be a drop in the bucket. It’s probably just a fraction of illegal spending from Planned Parenthood alone.
Hillary wants the feds to investigate the NRA — because she wants
to jump on the Parkland bandwagon
— but the NRA spent $30 million
supporting Trump in 2016. Planned
Parenthood launched a $30 million

(Continued from Page 10)
gaping loophole in the law,” Smith
said. “During oral arguments,
justices asked the right questions.
Essentially, they wondered, ‘How
could the open-records law work if
public officials could simply avoid
it by using their personal devices?’”
Smith noted that John Marshall,
the attorney for Lyon County citizens seeking the records, had a
good analogy. “He said it would be
like an official typing up a county
document on his own typewriter
at home and storing it in his personal filing cabinet. The principle
remains the same. If it was public
business, then it was a public document,” Smith explained.
Nevada Policy Research Institute Transparency Director Robert
Fellner issued a statement saying,
“In finding that public officials
cannot hide their activities by
simply conducting government
business on personal devices, the
Court reinforces the mandate within
Nevada’s Public Records Law that
it ‘be construed liberally to carry
out [the] important purpose’ of a
transparent and open government.”
In order for the public to properly evaluate the conduct of their
elected and appointed officials,
they must be able to see, hear and
read what those officials are doing,

why they are doing it, how they are
doing it and for whom.
In this particular case Lyon
County commissioners had rejected
a zoning request for an industrial
development, but later reversed
themselves. Citizens filed a public
records request seeking access to
communications about the zoning
matter whether contained on public
or private devices.
Cherry’s opinion made it abundantly clear that public business
must be transparent, writing, “We
conclude that the NPRA does
not categorically exempt public
records maintained on private de-

vices or servers from disclosure.
To withhold a public record from
disclosure, the government entity
must present, with particularity, the
grounds on which a given public
record is exempt.”
We applaud the court for again
upholding the public’s right to
know.
*****
Thomas Mitchell is a former
newspaper editor who now writes
conservative/libertarian columns
for weekly papers in Nevada.
You may email Mitchell at thomasmnv@yahoo.com. He blogs at
http://4thst8.wordpress.com/.
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get-out-the-vote drive for Hillary…
in six states alone.
In 2016, Planned Parenthood
and its affiliates gave $38 million to
outside political groups — pro-Hillary PACs, Democratic lobbyists,
and feminist activists — to put
Clinton in the White House.
And the group spent $40 million
on “public policy” and $175 million
on other shady, politically charged
efforts in one year, Alexandra
DeSanctis reported at the National
Review.
And DeSanctis points out one
other major difference: “Planned
Parenthood also — and unlike the
NRA — rakes in over half a billion
dollars in government funding each

year.”
Do you see the game yet? Democrats give taxpayer money to
their buddies on the far-Left, like
Planned Parenthood. Those groups
live high on the hog — but they
skim a little off the top and recycle
some of it back to the Democrats
as campaign contributions. They
don’t always report them, to keep
the public in the dark.
Then, the liberals chalk the
whole thing up to “mistakes” and
“misunderstandings.” As long as
Democrats are in power, the government forgives them and moves
on.
Then raises taxes and put your
money through the cycle all over
again.
Trump got elected to put a stop
to this, and he should make an
example out of this. Every chapter
of Planned Parenthood should be
audited for illegal campaign donations and fined to the full extent
of the law.
And crooked Hillary needs make
one last tour stop… in prison.
Frank Holmes is a reporter for
The Horn News. He is a veteran
journalist and an outspoken conservative that talks about the news
that was in his weekly article, “On
The Holmes Front.”

(Continued from Page 11)
new legal counsel, musing: “Where
will all this go? The president cannot seem to find an experienced
criminal defense lawyer.” [Judge
Andrew Napolitano: “What is
Robert Mueller looking for?” www.
foxnews.com, April 5, 2018]
Third, there is the federal judiciary — perhaps the most destructive card in the stacked deck.
Here, Obama- and Clinton-appointed leftist jurists sitting on the
Manafort-Gates and Gen. Michael
Flynn and other related prosecutions have looked the other way
at Mueller and his conflicted venomous prosecutors who are almost
daily criminally leaking grand jury
information prior to trial to not just
irreparably damage the defendants,
but the Trump presidency.
And, if this were not enough,
these politicized federal judges
— Amy Berman Jackson, Emmet
Sullivan, Rudolph Cantreras and
others who sit on the U.S. District
Court for the District of Columbia — allow Mueller, the FBI and
the U.S. Department of Justice to
slow roll Freedom of Information
Act requests seeking to expose
Mueller’s criminality. Should these
documents come to light in the near
term, even the cowardly attorney
general and his corrupt deputy
attorney general would be forced
to fire the special counsel, so the
nation can get on to doing important
business for the citizenry rather
than carrying on with the left’s
Russia fixation.
Finally, there continues to be the

pressing need to have appointed a
second special counsel to investigate, seek indictments and convictions of Hillary and Bill Clinton,
former President Obama, former
FBI Director James Comey, former
CIA Director John Brennan, former
director of NSA James Clapper and
others in the high echelons of the
latent Obama-Clinton Deep State,
such as Mueller himself. If Sessions
will characteristically refuse again
to take this crucial action, President
Trump should do so himself, as he
is the head of the executive branch
of government of which the Justice
Department is a part, and he has
the ultimate authority. Go to www.
freedomwatchusa.org to sign the
petition urging my appointment.
To sum it all up, President
Trump, his family and their colleagues face a cavalcade of compromised establishment fools and
leftist evildoers committed to bringing them down and throwing them
in the slammer — to the fatal harm
of the republic! If this worsening
crisis continues much longer, this
“Stacked Deck” drama will soon
end as a “Match Point,” final set and
game over in favor of the Obama/
Clinton-run leftist Deep State.
We the People cannot and will
not sit back like the president’s
current lawyers and watch our great
country be destroyed!
Larry Klayman is a former Justice Department prosecutor and
the founder of Judicial Watch and
Freedom Watch. His latest book is
“Whores: Why and How I Came to
Fight the Establishment.”
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Trump’s tough sanctions mark
turning point toward Moscow

By Peter Harrell
The Hill opinion contributor
The latest sanctions against Russian oligarchs and officials are the Trump administration’s most forceful action to date against
Russia and mark the ascendancy of officials
who have argued for a more aggressive
American response to Moscow’s attacks on
the United States and our allies. President
Trump may still hold out hope for a summit
with Vladimir Putin, but his administration
has embarked on a campaign of steadily
escalating pressure on Russia.
The sanctions are a welcome development. Combined with the recent expulsion
of 60 Russian spies operating in the United
States, the sanctions send a clear message to
President Putin and his inner circle that they
will face ongoing and escalating costs for
challenging the United States at home and
around the globe. But for the United States to
effectively counter Russia’s malign activities,
this action needs to be the start, not the end,
of a serious response to the Russian threat.
The Trump administration needs to convince Europe to align its sanctions more
closely with the United States. Trump and
Congress should broaden the range of financial tools America is bringing to bear
against Russia. Perhaps most importantly,
Trump himself needs to publicly embrace
his administration’s tougher line towards
countering the Russian threat.
First, incoming national security adviser
John Bolton and Mike Pompeo, slated to be
the next secretary of State, should launch a
dialogue with key European governments
about sanctions on Russia. There has been
a growing gap between U.S. and European
sanctions on Russia since last July, when
Congress enacted the Countering America’s
Adversaries Through Sanctions Act (CAATSA), and Trump’s action this week widened
that gap considerably. Russian oligarchs and
companies generally do more business in Europe than in the United States, so convincing
Europe to align sanctions more closely with
America would significantly increase the

costs to Moscow.
Dialogue with Europe should focus on
the policy goals of trans-Atlantic sanctions
on Russia as well as on specific sanctions
designations. The new U.S. sanctions reflect
concern about a wide range of Russian activities, including disinformation campaigns
designed to subvert elections, cyberattacks,
and support for Syrian dictator Bashar Assad,
as well as ongoing U.S. concern about the
Russian intervention in Ukraine that was
the initial basis for U.S. sanctions on Russia
in 2014.
European sanctions, however, remain
much more narrowly focused on Russia’s
occupation of Crimea and support for
separatists in Eastern Ukraine. Moreover,
European sanctions do not currently target
other malign Russian activities. This “goals
gap” between U.S. and European sanctions
represents a significant difference between
the U.S. and European approaches towards
Russia. Closing this gap would send Putin
a critical message of transatlantic unity in
fighting Russian aggression.
Second, the United States needs to
broaden the range of tools used to challenge
Russian aggression. U.S. sanctions prohibit

designated Russian oligarchs and their companies from doing business on American soil
and freeze bank accounts that they own in the
United States. But federal laws continue to
allow illicit Russian money to flow into the
country. As several media investigations have
found, lax U.S. disclosure laws regarding
corporate ownership have enabled Russians
oligarchs and other foreign businessmen to
use shell companies to purchase real estate
and other assets in the United States without
fully disclosing the identities of those behind
the transactions.
Congress should urgently pass legislation
to strengthen corporate ownership disclosure
requirements. The Treasury Department,
meanwhile, should take a page from recent
actions against North Korea and Venezuela to
provide banks with more information about
what suspected Russian money laundering
looks like so that banks can keep illicit Russian money from entering the United States
in the first place.
The United States also needs to begin
developing tools to put increased pressure on
the Russian state itself. Sanctions on Russian
oligarchs clearly rattle Moscow and increase
tensions between Putin and his cronies.

But evidence suggests that, by themselves,
sanctions on oligarchs will not force Russia
to change course. After the U.S. imposed
sanctions on a handful of Russian oligarchs
in 2014, sanctioned oligarchs responded by
retrenching inside Russia and have generally
weathered the sanctions.
Indeed, one Russian oligarch sanctioned
in 2014, Arkady Rotenberg, later won a Russian government contract to build a bridge
between Russia and the Crimean peninsula,
while a second Russian oligarch, Gennady
Timchenko, had a net worth of $16 billion
in 2017, according to Forbes, which was
$2 billion higher than 2013, the year before
he was sanctioned. The Trump administration needs to develop creative strategies to
squeeze the finances of the Russian state
itself and publicly signal a willingness to
implement broader sanctions if Russia does
not step back from aggression against the
United States and our allies.
Finally, and perhaps most importantly,
Trump himself needs to publicly embrace
a tougher line against Russian aggression.
While his administration has clearly signaled
a more aggressive posture towards Moscow,
Trump’s personal unwillingness to clearly
condemn Russian aggression and ongoing
bid to improve ties with Putin encourages
Russia to continue its aggression by offering
Putin hope that the United States will not
maintain its new, more aggressive policy
towards Russia.
Trump’s public posture also undermines
efforts to convince Europe to toughen
its approach to Russia by strengthening
pro-Russian leaders in Europe who would
like a softer approach to Moscow. Bolton
and Pompeo should try to convince Trump
to strike a tougher public line and to publicly
embrace the tough actions his administration
has already taken.
Peter Harrell is an adjunct senior fellow at
the Center for a New American Security. He
previously served as deputy assistant secretary for counter threat finance and sanctions
at the U.S. Department of State.

New sanctions rightly tighten the noose on Russia

By Ilan Berman
The Hill opinion contributor
The new cold war between
Moscow and Washington just got
a little bit colder.
On Friday, the U.S. Treasury
Department issued a new round
of economic sanctions against 38
separate Russian personalities and
businesses. The measure represents
a major escalation of pressure
against the Kremlin, because it
singles out a number of key stakeholders as a way of ratcheting up
the costs to Russia’s leadership of
their country’s increasingly hostile
international behavior.
“The Russian government operates for the disproportionate
benefit of oligarchs and government
elites,” Treasury Secretary Steven
Mnuchin noted upon announcing
the new measure. “The Russian
government engages in a range of
malign activity around the globe,
including continuing to occupy
Crimea and instigate violence in
eastern Ukraine, supplying the
Assad regime with material and
weaponry as they bomb their own
civilians, attempting to subvert

Western democracies, and malicious cyber activities. Russian
oligarchs and elites who profit from
this corrupt system will no longer
be insulated from the consequences
of their government’s destabilizing
activities.”
Among those targeted by the
new sanctions is Oleg Deripaska,
the metals magnate who ranks as a
close confidante of Russian Deputy
Prime Minister Sergei Prikhodko
and other top officials — and who
has long operated as an informal
ambassador of sorts for the Kremlin. Blacklisted, too, is Alexei Miller, the CEO of Russia’s state natural
gas giant, Gazprom, which plays

By Mark Boling
The Hill opinion contributor
If you’re troubled by Russia’s attack on America’s election in 2016,
you should be scared to death about
what they can do to global energy
markets. The news that Russian
hackers are targeting America’s
electricity grid, water supply plants
and aviation systems underscore
how adaptive this adversary can
be. Russia is actively pursuing
multiple paths to weaponize energy
to hurt our economy the same way
Moscow weaponized social media
to assault our democracy.
Russia continues to test our
cyberdefenses. Now it is moving
methodically to capture so much
global natural gas market power
that it adds the world’s energy
supply to its asymmetric arsenal.
Russia can hurt our allies. It is time
to wake up and realize Russian
mischief in energy could make its
misdeeds on our elections look like
child’s play.
The slow motion threat from
Russia is happening right under the
noses of the world’s energy markets. Russia’s energy goliath Gazprom is expanding its market share
in two key regions: Europe and
Asia. Gazprom’s drive to dominate
the European natural gas market
and establish a strong beachhead
in the Asian markets is consistent
with the Russian strategy of using
its energy wealth for geopolitical
gains. Vladimir Putin even wrote

his university thesis on this topic.
Russia is acting out of weakness,
not strength. Moscow’s focus on
Europe and Asia is a “Plan B”
strategy. Its “Plan A” strategy
exporting enormous amounts of
Russian liquified natural gas to the
United States, was shot down by the
American shale revolution, which
changed the United States into a
natural gas exporter and helped accelerate the globalization of natural
gas markets. With the United States
able to supply liquified natural gas
to the world, Russia’s market power
has been eroded, global liquified
natural gas prices have been reduced, and pricing differentials in
the Atlantic and Pacific basins have
converged.
But U.S. liquified natural gas
exports remain challenged by high
startup costs, as expensive export
terminals must be constructed to
transfer supplies to distant markets. Unlike previous waves of
liquified natural gas construction,
the new terminals are being built
in a “buyer’s market” characterized
by flexible offtake contracts that
make financing more difficult. On
the “import side” of the equation,
Gazprom is able to offer lower gas
prices to countries and large natural
gas consumers to dissuade them
from developing necessary liquified
natural gas import infrastructure,
even if it means dependence on
Russian supplies.
Gazprom has remained dedi-

a key part in the Kremlin’s global
energy diplomacy and which has
been integral to Russia’s ongoing
campaign of economic pressure
against neighboring Ukraine. Even
Russian President Vladimir Putin’s
son-in-law, Kirill Shamalov, now
a billionaire oligarch as a result of
his family connections, has found
himself in the hot seat.
Key members of Putin’s government likewise have been singled out. The new Treasury order
blacklists Nikolai Patrushev, the
powerful Secretary of Russia’s
National Security Council, and
Alexander Zharov, head of the
Russian government’s state cen-

sor, ROSKOMNADZOR. It also
specifically designates Viktor Zolotov, head of the “Rosgvardia,” the
massive praetorian guard of more
than 300,000 men created in 2016
to keep Putin in power.
They, and others, face freezes on
any assets they have that are subject
to U.S. jurisdiction, and a ban on
doing future business with American entities and individuals. So,
too, does ROSOBORONEXPORT,
Russia’s official and highly-lucrative arms exporter, and RUSAL,
Deripaska’s sprawling aluminum
consortium (which accounts for
nearly 10 percent of global production of that metal).
The latest tranche of sanctions
brings the number of Russian individuals and entities blacklisted
by the Trump administration to
nearly 200, putting the lie to the
persistent perception that the new
White House is somehow “soft”
on Russia. It also provides perhaps
the clearest insight to date of the
Administration’s thinking about
what actually makes Moscow tick.
Given Vladimir Putin’s outsize
persona and political prominence,

it’s easy to see him as Russia’s
sole relevant decision maker. The
reality, however, is quite different.
Putin, while undoubtedly influential, operates at the pleasure of
a small cohort of oligarchs and
personalities, whose interests (both
political and financial) he is forced
to protect in order to maintain his
hold on power. By targeting these
individuals and their commercial
holdings, the Trump administration
is seeking to raise the costs to them
— and through them, to Putin — of
the Russian government’s adventurism in Syria, in Ukraine and in
cyberspace.
Will this pressure be sufficient to
change Kremlin policy? Only time
will tell. Even so, the new sanctions
send an unmistakable message to
some of Russia’s most important
strategic actors: that the malign
international behavior they have
long condoned on the part of the
Putin regime can’t be considered a
cost-free affair any longer.
*****
Ilan Berman is senior vice
president of the American Foreign
Policy Council in Washington, D.C.

influence over European nations in
conflict with Russia. That would
be déjà vu all over again: Russia
cut off power to Ukraine in 2009 to
influence and prevent its entrance
into NATO. Russia’s ability to exert
influence through shortages will
only increase as weather patterns
become increasingly unreliable
because of climate change. This
past winter, demand for Russian
natural gas surged to unprecedented
levels when Siberian arctic weather
coursed throughout Europe.
Gazprom can also deploy surpluses to flood world energy markets with cheap natural gas, forcing
prices to drop substantially. This

has two apparent effects. First, it
makes it difficult for other energy
exporting nations to compete with
Russia, especially in Europe. Second, it damages investment and
development of other alternative
energy sources by making them
financially unsustainable or unprofitable to investors.
In addition to manipulating
physical natural gas markets, Russia can utilize its market power to
influence hub index pricing and,
indirectly, the value of energy
derivatives that are tied to these
hub prices. The volume of energy
derivatives traded each day are
enormous, as market participants
seek to hedge their commercial risk
or profit from correctly predicting
energy price movements. The behavior of these market participants
must be closely monitored to prevent price manipulation and market
failures that erode confidence in,
and pose significant systemic risks
to, world financial markets.
Russia is a creative and adaptive
adversary. America must also adapt.
Moscow weaponizes everything it
can, with energy the next logical
battlefield, and drawing upon their
experiment in Ukraine, the tactic
is battle tested. From Houston to
Washington, shame on us if we
aren’t ready. We should be drawing
up our own energy battleplans to
draw a line in the shale.
Mark Boling is the founder and
chief executive officer of 2C Energy.

Russia’s new weapon against America threatens our markets

cated to building Nord Stream 2 to
Germany and Turk Stream through
Turkey. Similar to a pincer attack,
both allow Gazprom to infuse the
European market with an abundance of even cheaper natural gas,
unhindered by the Russia-Ukraine
relationship. That makes it even
more difficult for the United States
to enter the European energy markets. It is simply cheaper to buy
Russian natural gas.
With its huge market share,
Gazprom could employ multiple
schemes to manipulate physical
and financial energy markets. In
the physical markets, Gazprom can
create artificial shortages to exert

Rethinking the whole country
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By robert c. koehler
Repeal and replace? How about
the Second Amendment?
“A well-regulated militia, being
necessary to the security of a free
State, the right of the people to
keep and bear Arms, shall not be
infringed.”
Setting aside the antique
strangeness of the wording, isn’t it
time to give thought to the values
that permeated the era in which it
was written — and who, exactly,
“the people” were to which it
referred?
I say this realizing that the
United States has evolved over the
years. Women gained the right to
vote. Slaves gained quasi-freedom
and then, a hundred years later, their
descendants won the right to vote,
the right to use a public restroom,
the right to ... live as first-class
citizens, sort of. Except for the
economy, the prison system, the
ongoing racism.
The basic belief that sparked
America’s social movements over
two-plus centuries has been a fierce
loyalty to the nation’s founding
principles: All “men” are created
equal, etc. The job of succeeding
generations has been to expand the
application of these principles, to
demand that they also protect the
people who were left out of their
original embrace because of the
prejudices then prevalent. In other
words, the founders established a
great democracy, whose primary
flaw lay in the short-sightedness of

does not give you the right to shout
“Fire!” in a crowded building.
But let’s ponder for a moment
what the concept “constitutional
right” actually means. If the right
to bear arms actually trumps (so
to speak) the right to live in safety,
this starts to address what I believe
might be the country’s, or the
Constitution’s, spiritual limits, at
least in the age of modern firepower.
My question about the national
cornerstone comes down to this:
For America to be America, does it
need an enemy? Is the unquestioned
presence of an enemy at the core of
how we have defined and organized
ourselves? Or do the nation’s
constitutional ideals transcend
the assumption of an ever-present
enemy — that is to say, its default
storyline?
No one tells the national
story better than a Hollywood
scriptwriter. Suddenly I’m thinking
of a clip from John Ford’s 1939
classic, Stagecoach, in which a
young John Wayne, as the Ringo
Kid, is poised atop the stagecoach
gleefully shooting at Geronimo’s
band of whooping Apaches as they
attack the coach. A snippet of this
scene was part of Raoul Peck’s
brilliant documentary about James
Baldwin, I Am Not Your Negro. In
that context, the racist glee of the
Ringo Kid’s nonstop killing of the
“savages” is unavoidably apparent.
Does the Second Amendment
pay homage to the default American
storyline: that the enemy is always

out there and the only defense is
shooting first (or building a wall)?
I will say this much. Big Two
puts the right to bear arms in the
context of a well-regulated militia,
which is to say, in the idea that
security is a collective enterprise.
The amendment’s present-day
defenders do no such thing.
It’s primarily because of the
nature of the amendment’s defense
that I think it ought to be repealed.
Beyond that, the entirety of who
we are — of what this nation stands
for — ought to be rethought, perhaps
via constitutional convention.
When the nation came into being,
about a fifth of its population
were slaves, and the West’s Age
of Discovery, which is to say, the
Age of Indigenous Conquest and
Genocide, was still hemorrhaging.
War itself was a certainty.
How much of this consciousness
has been preserved in our basic
laws? Did the founders manage
to transcend even their own
prejudices? Why, in any case, is
this country so violent and how can
we move beyond it?
I ask these questions in the midst
of a new civil rights movement,
spurred by teenagers, crossing
traditional racial and economic
divides. They’re not looking for
simple answers. Neither are they
avoiding the simplest questions.
*****
Robert Koehler, syndicated by
PeaceVoice, is a Chicago awardwinning journalist and editor.

and be a useful model of workforce
preparation in sectors well beyond
the trades, today’s apprenticeships
must be demand-driven and directly
connected to the needs of the modern workforce.
High quality work-and-learn
programs combine theory and
hands-on, job-related training with
skills assessments, mentorship and
paid work with a pathway to employment. The National Network’s
recent report, “Apprenticeships
for the Modern World,” highlights
real-world examples of these increasingly popular and successful
programs that employ some or all
of the following:
—Blended Learning, which
melds work and classroom experiences adroitly
—Credit for Prior Knowledge
and Experience, such as military

service
—Industry Skill Standards and
Credentials, to align the experience
with employer expectations
—Mentorship, to maximize
support for participants
—Employment Arrangement,
to ensure that participants get real
work experience
—Paid Work Experience and
Advancement Opportunity
An excellent example of workand-learn in practice is the Kentucky Federation for Advanced
Manufacturing Education. KY
FAME is a partnership between
regional manufacturers and higher education institutions that is
creating a new pipeline of highly
skilled workers through apprenticeship-style education that leads
to career pathways in advanced
manufacturing.

Once accepted into the program,
students “earn and learn” by attending classes at a Kentucky Community and Technical College location
two days a week and spending 24
hours a week with a leading manufacturer for a competitively-paid
work experience. By program’s
end, students have earned an associate degree in Applied Science in
Industrial Technology Maintenance
and established good relationships
with Kentucky manufacturers.
While businesses across the
nation are stepping up to design
and implement new work-and-learn
programs, government must do its
part to reform and modernize its
“Registered Apprenticeship Program.” Employers across industry
sectors find the current system, administered by the U.S. Department
of Labor and State Apprenticeship
Agencies, to be too bureaucratic and costly. I have joined my
colleagues on the Task Force on
Apprenticeship Expansion, established by President Trump to equip
more Americans with the skills job
creators demand, in advocating for
these reforms.
With real solutions at hand for
businesses, educators and government alike, there is no good reason
why the skills gap should continue
to plague our economy. From the
president to small businesses, to
educators and hard-working Americans striving for a better life, we are
in this together and must stay at it
until the job is done.
*****
Emily Stover DeRocco is the
director of National Network of
Business and Industry Associations.

Scott Pruitt leads the Environmental Protection Agency
that. He has led the way on draining the swamp, Pruitt took charge and
the swamp, with a White House immediately focused on returning
directive to agencies to cut two the agency to its stated goals of
regulations for every new regu- improving air quality, shoring
lation proposed, with tax reforms up our water infrastructure, and
that simplify the tax code and allow cleaning up contaminated areas.
Americans to keep more of their This was a huge change after the
hard-earned paychecks, and with Obama administration, which
decisions like the one he made to used the EPA to issue volumes of
remove the United States from the job-killing regulations to mollify
unfair and ineffective Paris climate environmental extremists. Among
accord.
its most egregious efforts, it utilized
At the EPA, one of the very “sue and settle” practices to abuse
worst of the alphabet soup bu- legal limits on rulemaking and
reaucratic fiefdoms that make up reward ideological allies.

In his first year in charge of the
EPA, Pruitt finalized more than
20 deregulatory actions, saving
taxpayers more than $1 billion in
regulatory costs. He also ended
the “sue and settle” practices. The
agency is rescinding and replacing
the ridiculous and onerous “Waters
of the United States” rule, and
acting on President Trump’s order
to review and overturn the Obama
administration’s so-called “Clean
Power Plan.”
Delivering these results has put a
“yuge” target on Pruitt’s back. The
environmental left, liberal bureaucrats and academics, and their allies
in the media have been relentlessly
attacking him in what appears to be
a coordinated media assault, but he
won’t back down and he won’t be
intimidated.
This year, Pruitt is ensuring the
EPA adheres to the rule of law and
continues to remove burdensome
regulations that are harming workers and consumers. Just this week,
the EPA announced its decision not
to move forward with the Obama
administration’s anti-consumer
fuel efficiency standards, which
could have harmed consumers by
artificially driving up the price of

American cars and trucks.
Likewise, in a huge blow to
the environmental left, Pruitt has
announced the agency will end
the use of “secret science” — data
that is not subject to public scrutiny — in crafting new rules for
the agency. In a recent interview,
Pruitt said, “We need to make sure
their data and methodology are
published as part of the record.
Otherwise, it’s not transparent. It’s
not objectively measured, and that’s
important.” More transparency in
decision-making at an agency under
as much pressure from activists
as the EPA is critical to ensuring
taxpayers and consumers aren’t
harmed by rulemaking gone amok.
In spite of his coming under attack from the radical left and their
allies in the liberal media, Pruitt is
making real progress for the American people at an agency that the
left believes it alone should run and
control. President Trump unified
a governing coalition behind the
promise of draining the swamp in
Washington, and of all his Cabinet
members, Scott Pruitt has done the
most to help him advance the cause.
Jenny Beth Martin is chairman
of Tea Party Patriots Citizens Fund.

roBErT c. koEHlEr
its citizens.
I’ve believed this myself,
without digging too deeply into
the matter. But suddenly I’m not
so sure. Maybe it’s time to rethink
the whole country.
I say this cautiously, with
respect and reverence for the
nation’s institutional core. I’m
not suggesting we jettison the
Constitution, but rather that we try
to gain a clear understanding of its
limits — its spiritual limits, you
might say — and begin addressing
how to move beyond those limits.
And perhaps the place to start is the
Second Amendment.
Here’s what it doesn’t say: A
compassionate system to maintain
order being necessary to the
security of a free State, the right
of the people to live in safety and
mutual trust shall not be infringed.
OMG, the cynics are coming,
the cynics are coming! No one has

that right. People have the right to
defend themselves, not the right to
be safe.
I q u o t e J o n a t h a n To b i n ,
lambasting the gun-hating “left” in
The Federalist: “... a cross-section
of student protesters at the March
for Our Lives rally in Washington
believe security is more important
than constitutional rights. Now,
none of the measures they claim
to support would prevent crimes
such as the Parkland massacre,
and American kids have a better
statistical chance of winning
Powerball than of being a victim of
a mass shooting. Yet their position
that Second Amendment rights
can and should be sacrificed to
assuage their fears is still essentially
embraced by many Americans, even
if gun control advocates rarely state
their views so bluntly.”
Look, kids, here’s the Great
Nation Divide, opening up right
before our eyes! But I believe
the verbal bullets fired off in this
paragraph are worth pondering.
The pro-gun side of the debate does
not, as far as I’ve been able to tell,
actually attempt to address the issue
of public safety. The entirety of its
agenda is preservation of the right
to own a gun. Thus, “constitutional
right” is pitted against an apparently
irrational teenage desire for security.
You can’t have both, kids. Indeed,
it sometimes seems like the right
to bear arms has fewer limitations
than the right to free speech, which
pretty much everyone concedes

Retooling apprenticeship for the 21st century
By Emily Stover Derocco
The Hill opinion contributor
With unemployment nearing
historic lows, corporate earnings
surging and consumer confidence
at a 17-year high, the U.S. economy
is finally kicking into high gear.
These welcome developments are
opening new doors of opportunity
for millions of Americans who entered the job market or struggled to
make ends meet during our nation’s
slow recovery from the depths of
the Great Recession.
Unfortunately, many job-seeking Americans are not on a straight
path to a good job — a challenge I
have focused on over much of my
career. Despite peak demand for
labor, far too many are missing out
on jobs and career advancement because they lack the requisite skills
and training. The reality is clear:
The skills gap is not closing rapidly
enough for employers or would-be
employees.
This is a challenge the private
sector, government and educators
are working to address. The pervasive skills gap is the driving force
behind the National Network of
Business and Industry Associations, which is comprised of 25
organizations reaching more than
775,000 companies in sectors with
84 million employees. Along multiple fronts, the National Network
is identifying and supporting innovative solutions to put the skills gap
out of business.
We are particularly energized by
a powerful model being employed
across the country: Work-andlearn programs are proving to be
an ideal approach for a wide array

of businesses to meet their current
workforce needs, while also building a strong pipeline for the future.
For many unemployed and
underemployed Americans, workand-learn programs offer earning
power in the short term, while
allowing people to acquire skills
that will empower them find their
first, next, and better jobs. Encouragingly, work-and-learn initiatives
are also inspiring reforms in traditional seat-time-based educational
pathways and institutions, resulting
in more graduates who hit the
ground running and excel in their
chosen fields.
Most people are familiar with
work-and-learn programs in the
context of the traditional apprenticeship, which has long been a
staple of job preparation in many
trades. But to provide real value

Pruitt does his part to help Donald Trump drain the swamp

By Jenny Beth Martin
The Hill opinion contributor
President Trump’s unexpected
victory in 2016 was in no small
part due to his promise to “drain
the swamp” in Washington. And
among members of the White
House Cabinet, no agency head has
done more to follow the president’s
lead in draining the swamp than
Scott Pruitt, who leads the Environmental Protection Agency. Make
no mistake, that’s why the left and
its allies in the media are working
overtime to smear him.
They know he’s being effective — perhaps the most effective
member of Trump’s Cabinet when
it comes to actually translating rhetoric into reality — and they know
they cannot stop him, so in typical
swamp fashion, they are intent on
destroying him. After eight years
under President Obama, Americans
were fed up with being ordered
around by liberal elites in a distant
capital city, and by bureaucrats who
put in place job-killing regulations
and pushed policies that steadily
reduced the number of Americans
looking for work year after year, all
while calling it “progress.”
President Trump has reversed
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Data matters in fair and effective
American criminal justice system
By Laurie Garduque
The Hill opinion contributor
This month, Florida Gov. Rick
Scott, signed into law a bill that
sets a new gold standard for collecting criminal justice data. The
bill requires the state’s 67 counties
to collect the same data about their
criminal justice system, record it
in the same way, and store it in the
one publicly accessible database. It
is an exciting piece of legislation,
as comprehensive county-level
criminal justice data is difficult to
come by, which means making informed policy decisions, or piloting
reforms, is incredibly challenging.
While it’s undeniable that the
bill is a huge step forward, Florida
is not alone in its efforts to use better data collection to tackle over-incarceration. Local jurisdictions
across the country are working to
improve how they collect, analyze,
report and use data for greater transparency and accountability in their
criminal justice systems, and they
are pursuing these reforms without
any state-level legislative mandates. These kind of local efforts
are crucial, because with nearly
12 million admissions each year,
local jails function as the gateway
to over-incarceration in America.
Just a few days in jail can increase the chances that a person will
face future arrest or incarceration.
Once intended to hold people who
were dangerous or who might flee
before trial, jails have instead become de facto warehouses for people with serious mental illness and
those who are simply too poor to
post bail. The majority of people in
jail are there for low-level offenses,
and approximately two-thirds have
not been convicted of any crime.
Implementing lasting reforms
to address these challenges and
reverse these troubling trends requires data-driven strategies that
start at the local level. Only with
more data will jurisdictions be able
to see the full picture and tailor reforms accordingly so we can begin
to answer critical questions about
who is in jail, why they’re there,
and what factors may be keeping
them there unnecessarily.
For instance, in Charleston,
South Carolina, county officials
have created a communal database
that aggregates information from
courts, the county jail, and numerous local law enforcement agencies.
Cross-referencing this data gives

officials a deeper, more nuanced
understanding of how Charleston’s
criminal justice system is functioning and where potential inefficiencies or bottlenecks exist. Officials
are already using insights from the
database to identify and implement
reform strategies, and have seen a
significant decrease in the number
of local jail admissions.
Over the last year, Palm Beach
County in Florida has launched a
publicly available data dashboard
that integrates information from the
court and corrections department
and allows the viewer to track
key trends driving the local jail
population over time. Officials are
using this data system to inform
how they develop and implement
additional reforms, including creating automated court reminders to
address high rates of failure to appear in court warrants, developing
community-based solutions in lieu
of jail for low-level offenders, and
implementing risk-based pretrial
supervision.
In Philadelphia, which has the
highest rate of incarceration of any
large jurisdiction in the country,
officials examined available data
to identify four main groups that
were the biggest drivers of the local

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

jail population. To limit the use of
jail for these groups, which include
probation violators and pretrial
defendants, Philadelphia has rolled
out a range of reforms to both prevent people from entering jail and
reduce case processing times for
those who are booked. The city has
expanded eligibility for expedited
plea offers, increased the use of
electronic monitoring for probation
violators, and begun conducting
early bail reviews for certain types
of cases. These strategies seem to
be working, as the city’s jail population has decreased by 27 percent
in the last two years.
Better data collection and analysis can also help local jurisdictions
understand and question emerging
trends. According to recent research
from the Vera Institute of Justice,
the number of white people in jails
across the country doubled between

Mace

1990 and 2013. But a closer look
reveals that inconsistent data collection practices may be partially
skewing those figures. Some jurisdictions do not regularly collect
demographic data to analyze rates
of Latinos and Hispanics, so people
who come into contact with a local
jail and identify as Latino or Hispanic are often miscategorized as
white. This may account for some
portion of observed increases in
white jail incarceration rates.
If we want to safely and effectively reduce over-incarceration
across the country, we need complete and accurate data in order
to identify areas that are ripe for
reform and develop the appropriate
strategies accordingly. More data
allows communities to examine
trends over time and identify and
eliminate ineffective, inefficient
and unfair practices. This in turn

(Continued from Page 11)
At the event, McConnell said that “some challenges
remain today between the federal government and
farmers and producers in Kentucky,” arguing that his
new bipartisan legislation would “remove the roadblocks altogether” by “recognizing in federal statute
the difference between hemp and its illicit cousin.”
But Jeff, Hemp is really OK
He added that he would soon be discussing the issue
with U.S. Attorney General Jeff Sessions, a longtime
vocal opponent of cannabis law reform who this year rescinded Obama-era guidance that has generally allowed

Federal tax cuts are not just Viasmensky
(Continued from Page 10)
“crumbs” for Nevadans
with or without using the candi-

states to implement their own marijuana legalization
laws without federal interference.
If McConnell’s bill passes, the potential growth is
enormous. Moreover, it’s another step on the road to
full cannabis legalization in the United States.
*****
For more information regarding Nevada laws, or
if you feel your rights have been violated, please call
Mace Yampolsky & Associates. Call or text us at (702)
385-9777. We are available 24/7 for emergencies. If
you need help, CALL NOW before it is too late. We
can help!

Long known for its mining
industry, Nevadans now have
something else to be thankful for:
Tax cuts.
From the casinos in Las Vegas to
the mountain ranges in Carson City,
tax cuts are being acknowledged
and appreciated. Cox Enterprises
recently announced $2,000 bonuses for most of its 1,900 Southern
Nevada employees.
The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act is the
most significant reform to U.S. tax
code that this country has seen in
the past 30 years. With over $1.5
trillion in relief, this bill allowed for

both large and small businesses not
only to get back on level footing,
but to give back.
By reducing the corporate tax
rate from 35 to 21 percent, business
owners now have more funds to
share with their employees. And
Nevadans are taking home more in
their paychecks.
Tax cuts are not just crumbs.
They provide to job creators across
our state.
Jim Wheeler
Minority Floor Leader
Nevada State Assembly
Douglas County, NV

date’s preferred choice of words,
but that is a job for the campaign
team.
The funny part of all this is that
the community does not like to
accept the fact that most of these
“defenders of our social injustices”
are the only ones that benefit in
the “war against injustice” that is
created by the same people that
want to give the impression that he
or she is “on their side” whatever
side that may be.
Immigration, Dreamers or
nightmares, whatever it is that
they defend, is part of the show to

get votes even if the majority of
them may not vote. Ah! But, they
might vote, because in Nevada it is
very easy to register to vote with or
without documents.
It worked for Nevada Master manipulator Harry Reid and
worked for many other Democrats
that were crying like babies when
the money was not enough to
“split,” or, as it is commonly known
in the gaming industry, to “skim off
the top.”
It’s been years since Harry
Reid has jumped the fence from
attacking the illegal immigrants
to be their most furious defender,
and after that, many others have

(Continued from Page 10)
pensate him for dealing with surly
or snarly customers, and that employee may well take it out on you.
Then, if you give it back in kind, the
disgruntled employee may well end
up losing his job over the way he
treated you. Or, you could change
his attitude from disgruntled to
happy by being the only customer
ever to give him — the order-taker
behind the counter — not only a tip,
but a generous tip.
Chances are no one would
want to annoy their lawyer, who
is costing them $325.00 an hour,
since they would still have to pay
for the time they spent “annoying”
or “disparaging” their lawyer. But
even so, one must still establish a
working — if not a cordial, or even
friendly — relationship with their
lawyer in order to achieve their goal
of getting the advice or help that
they need. Yet no matter how good a
job a lawyer does, that lawyer does
not need or expect a tip.
When it comes to going from

Point A to Point B, there are many
ways one can get there, but one does
have to choose what is best under
their own particular circumstances.
Those alternatives to taxis — such
as Uber and Lyft — came into being
as less expensive options than taxis,
and were apparently easier and faster to get. Those drivers who decided
to enter the pool of driving for Lyft
(or Uber) had to know in advance
that some rides would be short or
simply shorter (and therefore earn
the driver less) than others. What
they earn over time might even
depend on the drivers developing
a good reputation among all their
repeat customers and having customers ask for them.
Some jobs depend on tips. Not
everyone who takes a taxi or an
alternative taxi ride (Uber or Lyft)
understands the necessity for giving
an adequate tip. What that tip might
be would certainly depend on more
than just what the actual fare is.
In the particular incident that
sparked this column, the passenger

was a pilot on his way to work at
LAX (Los Angeles International
Airport). He was in uniform, and
his request was made with his destination known to the driver, even
if the driver might not have noted
that before picking up the pilot
passenger. Apparently before the
ride really got under way, the driver
was intent on not taking the pilot
to his requested destination, which
he felt was too short a distance
for the money he would earn; and
according to the pilot, the driver
drove dangerously fast and erratic,
before just dumping him out of the
vehicle at a Trader Joe’s parking
lot, still miles from his destination.
The driver claimed he couldn’t
just make $6.00 an hour (what he
would apparently make for that trip,
minus tip), and felt justified in not
being the best Lyft driver he could
be, with lack of money being his
reason. How does he know that the
passenger would not have tipped
him $10, or even $20 for that necessary trip to the airport? How does he

not know that he could even be fired
over this, and that it could cause
him to never get another driver’s
job of any kind? When he asked
why he was being “kicked out” of
the car, all the driver would say is,
“I have the right to refuse service,”
and adding that he just came from
LAX and after “45 minutes of driving” he would only make $6.
This whole thing, I know, seems
very small and insignificant on
the scale of life, like compared
to what’s going on in the White
House, or what’s going on between
this country and Russia, or what’s
causing delays in making this
country “great again,” or compared
to shooting tragedies in school, or
war, yet this sort of thing — not
doing the very best one can do in
the job one has chosen to do — is
sadly an everyday kind of thing and
touches all of us at more than one
time or another.
Since I wasn’t there and cannot
comment more particularly on the
situation, what I can say — so such

Maramis

allows jurisdictions to pursue
programs and policies that protect
public safety and responsibly steward taxpayer dollars.
Florida’s recent legislation is a
promising bellwether, and jurisdictions like Charleston, Palm Beach
County, and Philadelphia illustrate
that implementing criminal justice
reform does not have to start at the
national or even state level. Rolling
back wasteful, harmful practices is
happening at the local level, helping
to create fairer and more effective
local justice systems across the
country.
*****
Laurie Garduque is director for
justice reform at the MacArthur
Foundation and leads the Safety
and Justice Challenge, national
network of cities and states focused
on justice reform and research on
American prisons.

imitated him, but the immigration
and the illegal “consequences” are
still at the same level because it is
important to win elections.
Instead of attacking President
Donald Trump and supporting
Planned Parenthood, maybe Mr.
Sisolak can tell us how as governor
he is planning to control predator
teachers, human trafficking and the
prospect of a decent mental health
hospital so long needed in Nevada.
Perly Viasmensky is the General
Manager of the Las Vegas Tribune.
She writes a weekly column in this
newspaper. To contact Perly Viasmensky, email her at pviasmensky@
lasvegas tribune.com.
a thing might never happen again
— is: if needing a short Lyft trip, so
short fare-wise that the driver might
not be inclined to take you, be sure
to tell the driver right at the start
that his tip will be double what the
fare is. If doing the best job he could
do, no matter the money amount
involved, would never be on that
driver’s agenda, either immediately
get another driver, or get the tip
amount established immediately to
save the time lost by being dropped
off in some parking lot miles from
your destination, as happened to
that pilot.
The pilot eventually called
another Lyft driver who got him
to the airport, but he was by then
15 minutes late, and one can only
imagine how that incident colored
the rest of his day.
Maramis Choufani is the Managing Editor of the Las Vegas
Tribune. She writes a weekly column in this newspaper. To contact
Maramis, email her at maramis@
lasvegastribune.com.
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Bob Anderson’s New Frank
Sinatra Show coming soon

By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by Sandy Zimmerman
‘Frank, the Man, the Music’ 2015
I had a chance to discuss Bob
Anderson’s “Frank, the Man, the
Music” with him. Bob was excited
to finally be able to prepare his new
show for Las Vegas after fighting
a legal battle for the return of his
company and show.
With the new name, simply
called “Frank,” Bob Anderson
explained, “I can add more to the
story-line.”
Bob’s show at the Palazzo
(2015), did tell the story of Frank
Sinatra, his career, singing for
Capitol Records, later with his own
recording studio, and television
specials. There is so much more
to say and Bob is ready to add
even more excitement to his show!
“Frank, the Man, the Music” was a
hit for 9 months and this new version of “Frank” will be even more
spectacular than the other!
There are so many opportunities
ahead, Bob produced his new show
at the historic Avalon Hollywood
Theater, in Los Angeles, California, July, 2017, to promote interest
for nationally broadcast specials,
Broadway, U.S. tours of performing
arts centers, international tours, and
theater owners.
With big, bold ideas and his
newly developed show, the sky is
the limit and anything can happen!
We await Bob Anderson’s announcements! His talented Frank
Sinatra performances rose to a new
level, he has mastered the art of
impressions.
Bob Anderson told the story of
Frank Sinatra with the PAZAZZ
and flair of a man who lived during
that era, with a sincere reverence for
Frank. Bob knew the stars, the music and also tells of his experiences
when he began singing in the ‘70’s.
The audience does not just hear the
songs, Bob succeeded in recreating
the illusion of being there!
When Bob previously stepped
on the Palazzo Theater’s stage
singing, his appearance, the sound
of his voice and the overall effect
was shocking. You not only hear the
classic songs but he captured the
“essence” of Frank Sinatra.
Those who were there in the
audience at the Palazzo and South
Point can see why Bob Anderson is

so successful. He strives for perfection! Bob originally became famous
as the first singing celebrity impressionist, perfect representations
of each star. You’ll immediately
say that’s Sammy Davis, Jr., Andy
Williams, or whoever the star, they

are recognizable.
Award-winning syndicated columnist Sandy Zimmerman is a
Show and Dining reviewer as
well as travel, health, luxury living and more. Sandy is the talk
show host of Sandy Zimmerman’s

Las Vegas TV. For information,
questions, or to recommend subjects, please call (702)-515-0846,
Facebook@SZLVTV or email sandyzimm2003@yahoo.com. ANNOUNCING: Do you have a fave
singer, dancer, magician, illusion-

ist, hypnotist, comedian, ventriloquist, specialty act, group, or other
entertainer? Please let us know the
name of the entertainer, reason for
your choice, your name, email and
you may win complimentary show
tickets or other prizes.
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Donut Mania and Jennifer Romas create the ‘Sexxy’
Doughnut, proceeds to benefit Noah’s Animal House

By Mike Kermani
Las Vegas Tribune
Jennifer Romas, producer, choreographer, and star of ‘Sexxy’ at
the Westgate Las Vegas Resort and
Casino has teamed up with Donut
Mania to create a sparkly sweet
treat with proceeds benefiting Noah’s Animal House (NAH). The
limited edition doughnut will be
available starting April 8 and until
May 8, at all four Donut Mania
locations.
The new doughnut features decadent white frosting, silver glitter
and topped with the word ‘Sexxy,”
written in fabulous purple handwriting. Of every ‘Sexxy’ doughnut
purchased, $1 will be donated to
Romas’ charity of choice, Noah’s
Animal House (NAH), the first
full-service stand-alone pet boarding facility in the country where
women in abusive situations can
have a place to go that includes
their pets, some of which are abused
as well. NAH is on the grounds of
The Shade Tree Shelter, the largest
women and children’s domestic violence shelter in Southern Nevada.
Commenting on the choice of
NAH, Romas said: “To walk away
from something or someone that
hurts you is not easy, contrary to
anyone’s beliefs. These women
who stand up for themselves and
are willing to walk away from
everything that they know, to seek
help, are truly heroes and survivors,
and because they are selfless, they
won’t walk away without their
family or those that can’t fight for
themselves. The healing process
begins with love, and sometimes
that unconditional love is from our
pets. NAH & Shade Tree, your mission is remarkable. I thank Donut
Mania for making this collaboration
possible.”
*****

LAUGH INSIDE THE
WORLD-FAMOUS COMEDY
CELLAR AT RIO ALL-SUITE
HOTEL & CASINO
Thursday, April 12 – Sunday,
April 15 (Showcase)
Greer Barnes, Emmy Blotnick,
Julian Mccullough, Emma Willman
Wednesday, April 18 (Headlining Show)
Judah Friedlander
Thursday, April 19 – Sunday
April 22 (Showcase)
Matthew Broussard, Phil Hanley, Owen Smith, Ricky Velez
Wednesday, April 25 (Headlining Show)

Dov Davidoff
Thursday, April 26 – Sunday,
April 29 (Showcase)
Dov Davidoff, Lynne Koplitz,
Matteo Lane, Owen Smith
Showcase performances held at
7 p.m. and 9 p.m., with additional
11 p.m. performances on Saturdays,
Headlining performances held at 9
p.m. and 11 p.m.
*****
CLARK COUNTY
PROCLAIMS THURSDAY,
APRIL 5, 2018 “STEAK ‘N
SHAKE DAY”
Executives from Steak ‘n Shake
and Hooters Casino Hotel were
joined by Clark County Commissioner Jim Gibson to celebrate
the Grand Opening of the world’s
largest Steak ‘n Shake at Hooters
Casino Hotel.
Si Sloman, general manager
of Hooters Casino Hotel; Rob
Oseland, chief operating officer
of Paragon Gaming; Jay Fishman,
president and CEO of Associated
Hotels; George Ruff, founder of
Trinity Hotel Investors; and Jennifer Abilez, director of design and
construction for Steak ‘n Shake,
joined Gibson in the ribbon cutting
moment, officially signifying the
grand opening of the Las Vegas
Strip’s first Steak ‘n Shake location.
“We couldn’t be more thrilled
to have Steak ‘n Shake on property at Hooters Casino Hotel,” said
Fishman. “The Steak ‘n Shake
and Hooters brands work together
perfectly, and we’re excited to see
the relationship build as the new
restaurant flourishes on property.”
In addition, Gibson welcomed
the newest Steak ‘n Shake to
Clark County and Las Vegas with
a special proclamation marking
Thursday, April 5, 2018 as “Steak
‘n Shake Day.”
“Because of its location on the
Las Vegas Strip, Hooters Casino
Hotel makes the perfect place for
us to build a new Steak ‘n Shake
location,” said Abilez. “We were
able to give this location some
unique aspects that we couldn’t do
anywhere else, such as the gaming
stations, creation of the “Vegas
Bloody Mary,” a Milkshake Bar
and more.”
Now operating 24 hours, seven
days a week, this Hooters Casino
Hotel location is the only location
in Las Vegas to offer the full breakfast menu, the only location in the
world with a gaming stations at the
bar and holds seating for more than
200 guests. For more information
about Hooters Casino Hotel, please
visit their website. For more information about Steak ‘n Shake, please
visit their website.

CELEBRATE THE 144th
KENTUCKY DERBY THIS
MAY 4-5 AT THE RACE &
SPORTS BOOK AT
RAMPART CASINO
It’s the 144th Annual Kentucky
Derby and Rampart Casino is the
place to watch all the action at the
Twin Spires. There will be two days
of festivities for casino guests:
Friday, May 4
Free Handicapping Seminar and
Raffle: Join veteran handicapper
Bob Ike and Race & Sports Manager Duane Colucci for a Derby Day
Seminar. Ike will handicap each
horse, giving guests a leg up on the
race. All participants will be entered
into a raffle drawing for Free Slot
Play that will be held during the
seminar.
Saturday, May 5
Kentucky Derby Raffle: Derby
bettors will receive a certificate for
each post position horse (1 – 20) to
correspond with the post position
number of each horse in the Kentucky Derby. The guests with the
matching post position number for
each horse (win/place/show) will
win a Free Slot Play Bonus in the
same amount of mutuels paid for a
$20 Win/Place/Show wager.
—Kentucky Derby Souvenir
Glass Giveaway: Make a $25 race
wager in the Race & Sports Book
and receive an official Kentucky
Derby souvenir glass, while supplies last. Then, don a favorite hat,
have a mint julep and get in on the
action this side of Kentucky for the
nation’s top horse race!
Professional handicapper Bob
Ike has worked in the horse racing
industry since he could place his
first bet. Ike has been a leading
public handicapper since 1985,
where he also shares his expertise
as a radio host and on his website,
BobIkePicks.com.
Friday, May 4
Derby Seminar and Raffle
Cascade Lounge; 6 p.m.
Saturday, May 5
Derby Day Raffle and Souvenir
Glass Giveaway
Race & Sports Book
Drawings begin at 10:30 a.m.
and run every 30 minutes from
10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Kentucky Derby post time: ap-

proximately 3:30 p.m.
Make a $25 race wager in the
Race & Sports Book and receive an
official Kentucky Derby souvenir
glass, while supplies last.
Rampart Casino, 221 N. Rampart Blvd. Las Vegas
*****

CAPITAL GRILL
SUGGESTIONS:
A SIGNATURE RUB
OFFERS A TOUCH OF
PERSONALIZATION
Though our Executive Chef has
paired each of our Signature Rubs
with a cut that complements its flavor profile, they can be enjoyed in
any combination and we encourage
our Insiders to try them different
ways. Our hand-cut Bone-In Dry
Aged NY Strip offers a perfect
palette for both our Porcini Rub,
featuring earthy flavors with a touch
of heat, and our acclaimed coffee-based bold Kona Rub. They’re
not on the menu, so simply ask
for them by name along with your
preferred cut – you’ll be pleased
you did.
*****
CELEBRATE WITH $30
OFF YOUR NEXT ROY’S
RESTAURANT VISIT
Through the years Roy’s Restaurant had the honor of celebrating all your milestones including
birthdays, anniversaries, holidays,
and just the perfect night out. Join
us as we celebrate our 30th, now
through April 26th and receive $30
off your guest check. To secure your
reservation and $30 off, please call
Roy’s Restaurant!

*****
THE PALM’S
TWO-COURSE
SURF ‘N’ TURF FOR $59
On Sundays in April, The Palm
is serving up two delicious courses
for $59, featuring something special
you won’t always find on our menu:
Alaskan King Crab Legs! We pair
this special item with a 14-ounce
Prime New York Strip and serve
it with lemon and drawn butter
to make an ideal surf ‘n’ turf for
one. Start things off with a fresh,
delicious salad, and you have the
perfect Sunday Supper:

Roasted Beet and Baby Arugula
Salad (candied pecans and feta
cheese tossed with Champagne vinaigrette) and 14-ounce Prime New
York Strip and 1/2-pound Alaskan
King Crab Legs with lemon and
drawn butter
*****
Mike Kermani is an entertainment writer for the Las Vegas
Tribune newspaper. He writes a
weekly column in this newspaper.
To contact Mike Kermani, email
mkermani@ lasvegas tribune.com
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Deana Martin to roast actor Joe Mantegna

By Jerry Fink
Las Vegas Tribune
Deana Martin returns to the
Showroom at the South Point
Casino in Las Vegas for her next
edition of The Deana Martin Celebrity Roast honoring the ‘Man
of the Hour’ — world-renowned
actor, producer, writer and director,
Joe Mantegna on Sunday, April 15
at 6 p.m.
Deana Martin continues her
father’s legacy by recreating The
Dean Martin Celebrity Roast,
which ran on NBC between 1974
to 1984.
Joe Mantegna, best known for
his role as David Rossi in the CBS
hit-series Criminal Minds, is the
“Man of the Hour,’ and will have
his life and career roasted by special celebrity guests.
In addition, Mantegna is known
for roles In box office hits, including Three Amigos, The Godfather
Part III and Up Close & Personal.
Mantegna won a Tony Award
for David Mamet’s play Glengarry
Glen Ross and earned Emmy Award
nominations for his roles in three
different miniseries: The Last Don
(1997), The Rat Pack (Starring as
Dean Martin,1999), and The Starter
Wife (2007).
He’s also known for his role
voicing Fat Tony in The Simpsons.
Deana is excited to announce the
celebrity guests who will join her
in roasting Joe Mantegna: Singer,
actor, and star of Saturday Night
Live, Joe Piscopo; actor and Sopranos guest star, Lou Martini, Jr.;
star of Westworld, Clifton Collins;
star of Criminal Minds, Kirsten
Vangsness; star of NYPD Blue,
Gail O’Grady; “The Bad Boy of
New Jersey” comedian, Mike Marino; director and star of Criminal
Minds, Matthew Gray Gubler; and
legendary comedian and Tonight
Show Host, Tom Dreesen.
“Joe Mantegna is ‘one of the
good guys’, so roasting him will be
difficult. But with our creative and
talented cast of Roasters, we will
take no prisoners. So, fasten your
seatbelts, it’s going to be a bumpy
night,” says Deana.
Tickets for The Deana Martin
Celebrity Roast are available for
purchase on the South Point Casino
website. For additional information
on Deana Martin’s appearances and
concert events, please visit www.
DeanaMartin.com.
*****

BROADWAY LOVE SONGS,
DANCES AND
BACKSTAGE STORIES
Where: Windmill Library Theatre, 7060 W. Windmill Lane, Las
Vegas, NV 89113
Date: Friday, April 20, 7:30 p.m.
Tickets: $25
Buy: www.americandance.biz
Details: Renowned husband and
wife song and dance team Michael
Kessler and Melinda Jackson of
M&M American Dance Theatre
will team up with their music director Keith Thompson to present
“BroadwayLove Songs, Dances
& Backstage Stories,” an intimate
journey through a life lived of song
and dance.
Thompson is creator/producer
of “The Cocktail Cabaret,” musical
director of “Jersey Boys,” co-writer
of “IDAHO, The Comedy Musical”
and co-creator/host of “The Composers Showcase” at The Smith
Center.
Woven between music from
Broadway shows from Showboat,
Hamilton, Fiddler On The Roof,
Oklahoma, West Side Story, Chicago, A Chorus Line, Hair, Aladdin,
Phantom, Wicked, Lion King and
many more, are personal anecdotes
from M&M’s work with some of
the giants of musical theatre and
personal stories of love, rejection,
struggle, triumph & downright
foolishness.
Proceeds from ticket sales
will benefit their nonprofit M&M
American Dance Theatre Works
dedicated to promoting artistic
collaboration, educational and cultural enrichment through exposure,
mentorship and involvement in
musical dance theatre.
Jackson’s and Kessler’s topnotch, critically-acclaimed performances together, from 30 years
of creating and performing their
unique brand of dance musical
theatre from Broadway, ballet
and all over the globe will offer a
glimpse of the history of Broadway,
and share the beauty and value of
musical theatre.
Native New Yorkers, M&M’s
love ignited an international career
together from Broadway to the Las
Vegas Strip, to theaters and opera
houses worldwide.
The couple have resided in Las
Vegas since 2006 and proudly created in 2014 the nonprofit, M&M
American Dance Theatre Works.
Tickets are $25 and to buy online
www.americandance.biz or www.
adtw.org.

LIFE TIME ATHLETIC
TO HOST THIRD ANNUAL
‘RIDE FOR A REASON’
CYCLING EVENT TO
BENEFIT ST. JUDE
Burn calories for a cause! Life
Time Athletic’s Las Vegas clubs,
located in Summerlin and Green
Valley, will host their third annual
“Ride for a Reason” cycling event
to benefit St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital and the Life Time
Foundation.
The cycling fundraisers will be
held from 8 a.m. to noon on Saturday, April 21 at Life Time Athletic
Green Valley.
The four-hour cycling relay will
feature Life Time’s top instructors,
up-beat music, complimentary refreshments and giveaways. Ride for
a Reason is open to both members
and non-members of Life Time
Athletic.
Participants can form or join a
team of up to four people for the
event.
Guests may begin fundraising
money through their own personalized St. Jude fundraising website,
which includes helpful tips, tools
and resources.
Donations from the Ride for a
Reason event will be used to help
St. Jude continue to fight the battle
against childhood cancer.
In addition, the Life Time Foundation will receive support to aid
their efforts in improving children’s

nutrition in schools across the
country.
Registration for Ride for a Reason at Life Time Athletic Green
Valley and Life Time Athletic
Summerlin is available at stjude.
org/rideforareason.
More information can be found
by contacting the Summerlin club
at 702.228.2611, or the Green Valley club at 702.802.7300.
*****

#DrawTapeFace.
A couple frames have been left
empty for fans who want to tag @
tapefaceboy in fan art and get the
chance to have their artwork displayed in the Social Room.
Tape Face House of Tape Tickets
Ticket prices begin at $63, plus
applicable tax and fees.
VIP seats including a meet
and greet with Tape Face are also
available for $99 plus applicable

TAPE FACE LAUNCHES
HOUSE OF TAPE AT
HARRAH’S LAS VEGAS
House of Tape officially opened
its doors on March 16.
The custom-built showroom was
curated specially for Tape Face, of
America’s Got Talent season 11.
The VIP/Media night welcomed
nearly 250 guests to celebrate the
kickoff of Tape Face’s multi-year
residency at Harrah’s Las Vegas.
Guests included Mac King,
Tenors of Rock, Murray Sawchuck,
Douglas “Lefty” Ferovich, Mike
Hammer, the ladies of FANTASY,
Bizaro, Nick Diffatte, Xavier Mortimer, Kevin Burke of Defending
The Caveman, Penny Wiggins,
cast members of Marriage Can Be
Murder and more.
The guests during opening
weekend were the first to see House
of Tape. Sam Wills, creator and
performer of Tape Face, described
the showroom as a sneak peek into
the mind of Tape Face.
Every aspect of the room is
adorned in gaffer tape, from the
walls and lamp shades to the seats
with Tape Face’s logo.
There is a room in the theatre,
called the Social Room, that is
dedicated to the “silent ones.”
The walls and ceiling are lined
with framed fan art of Tape Face
and white boards for visitors to

tax and fees.
Tickets are available at any Las
Vegas Caesars Entertainment Box
Office, by phone at (702) 777-2782
or (855) 234-7469, or by visiting
ticketmaster.com. For groups of
10 or more call 1-866-574-3851 or
email EntertainmentGroupSales@
Caesars.com. Show begins at 7 p.m.
and is dark on Mondays.
About Tape Face
A former circus and street performer in his native New Zealand,
Sam Wills has been performing as
Tape Face since 2008.
The season 11 America’s Got
Talent finalist spent 2016 and
2017 touring the world. From the
world-famous Las Vegas Strip to
London’s West End at the historic Garrick Theatre, this eccentric, modern silent stand-up is an
award-winning show that audiences
all over the world can’t stop talking
about.
Tape Face kicked off 2018 already touring, premiering a brandnew show at World Buskers Festival in Christchurch.
For more information visit tapeface.tv or connect at Facebook,
Twitter, Instagram and YouTube.
Jerry Fink is an entertainment
columnist for the Las Vegas Tribune
newspaper and writes a weekly column. To contact Fink, email him at
jfink@ lasvegastribune.com.

LifestyLes
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Sandy Zimmerman interviewed award-winning magician
Fielding West and Chester Lockhart, “Sex Tips” (Paris Hotel)
By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos of interviews
by Sandy Zimmerman and
others by Academy Awards
Known as a leader in the world
of magic for 27 years, I remember
reviewing award-winning Fielding
West’s zany magic/comedy show
and was happy to see him walking
along the Academy Awards red
carpet at the Paris Las Vegas.
Fielding explained, “I travel and
still perform magic for corporate
dates and cruise ships from time
to time but not working 5-6 nights
a week as I used to, call me an old
grandpa. It’s a pleasure to be here
especially on Oscar night.”
Of course Fielding is so much
more, an actor, game show host,
TV personality, motion picture
technical director and writer.
Fielding has been on Variety
the Children’s Charity of Southern
Nevada Board of Directors for
two years and announced, “Variety
will have an all-access park in Las
Vegas for children. That’s been an
ongoing project for years with a lot
of other projects.
Fielding’s television appearances include A&E’s An Evening At
The Improv, Caroline’s Comedy
Hour, NBC’s World’s Greatest
Magic, TNN’s The Statler Brothers
Show, John Byner’s Comedy On
The Road and NBC’s World’s Wildest Magicians hosted by Penn and
Teller. Because of his tremendous
likeness to Tom Arnold, Roseanne
Barr brought Fielding to the Jackie
Thomas Show where he had a role
on the ABC series.
The public can walk the red carpet with donations for a VIP ticket
which includes the Oscar Viewing
VIP Party with open-bar, and DW
Bistro’s catered Oscar-themed
appetizers.
—Chester Lockhart interview—
Chester Lockhart, the male star
of “Sex Tips for Straight Women
from a Gay Man” (Paris-Las Vegas), joined me.
Chester: “Sex Tips” was an
off-Broadway comedy, we brought
it to Las Vegas. “It’s fun and not
raunchy, appropriate for all ages.
My parents came one night and
loved it.”
SZ: “Which film do you like?”
Chester: “Call me by Your
Name”. “I thought Timothee Chalamet, the main person in the film,
was fabulous as a person and as
an actor.”
SZ: “He’s so young and up for
Best Actor in a leading role?”

Chester: “I was blown away by
his performance! He deserves an
award. The other film I loved was
“Darkest Hour”, absolutely riveting, as long as one of them get an
award, I’ll be happy.”
SZ: “Your show recently
opened.”
Chester: “I have been in the
show since January 4. “Sex Tips”
opened in May, last year with
different co-stars. Las Vegas is an
amazing community, it’s a cool
place to be with the show.”
For information about VarietyThe Children’s Charity events
during the year, contact Variety
of Southern Nevada, at 3401 Sirius Ave., Suite 1, Las Vegas. Tel:
(702)-383-8466; Email: admin@
varietysn.org http://onalv.org/ and
www.varietysn.org.
*****
Award winning Sandy Zimmerman is a syndicated columnist

Sandy Interviews award-winning magician Fielding West.
featuring Show and Dining reviews, Zimmerman’s Las Vegas Show and
travel, health, luxury and more. Discover the Ultimate Vacation
Sandy is talk show host of Sandy travel specials. If you want to

suggest topics for articles or ask
questions about Sandy’s articles,
call (702)-731-6491.

Sandy interviews Chester Lockhart star of “Sex Tips” (Paris Las Vegas)
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CITY BEAT

300 pinwheels planted to symbolize the thousands
of Clark County abused and neglected children

April is Child Abuse Prevention
Month and a great time to take
action to help by volunteering as a
Court Appointed Special Advocate
(CASA). As part of National Child
Abuse Prevention Month activities,
300 pinwheels were planted April
6 at Family Court to symbolize the
more than 3,200 children in our
community who face abuse and
neglect and are receiving services
under the supervision of Family
Court.
For those interested in volunteering with CASA, monthly
orientations are held on the third
Wednesday of each month to
provide more information about
the program. The next CASA Orientation is Apr. 18 at 6 p.m. at the
Government Center, 500 S. Grand
Central Pkwy.
“Child Abuse Prevention Month
is a good time to emphasize the
big need for volunteer advocates
to speak on behalf of abused and
neglected kids,” said Family Court
Judge Frank Sullivan, who oversees
the CASA program. “We would
like to have a CASA for every
child that is under the supervision
of the court. I invite anyone who is
interested in doing something truly
fulfilling and rewarding to come to
one of the CASA orientations to get
more information about how they
can help a child.”
The CASA program recruits,
screens, trains and supports volunteers to represent the best interests
of hundreds of foster children annually. The advocates represent the
children in school, child and family
team meetings, and in court. Volunteering for the program involves a
two-year commitment and a willingness to spend quality time with
the children to advocate for them.
In 1980, Judge John Mendoza led
the creation of the Clark County
CASA Program. The CASA mission continues to be fully supported
by Family judges.
“In Family Court we see too
many cases of child abuse and
neglect,” said Presiding Family
Court Judge Bryce Duckworth.
“The CASA program offers caring
individuals an opportunity to make
a difference in the lives of our community’s most vulnerable children,
by speaking on their behalf. A
dedicated team of professional with
CASA provides helpful training
and support for volunteers.”
For more information about
the program call 702-455-4306,
visit www.casalasvegas.org or
visit www.facebook.com/#!/CASALasVegas.
The Nevada Eighth Judicial
District Court is the busiest court
in Nevada. Fifty-two judges preside
over nearly 100,000 criminal, civil
and family cases that are filed each
year in District Court. The Nevada Eighth Judicial District Court
judges and staff continuously work
to develop new ideas, maximize
efficiencies and improve access to
justice. For more information about
the Nevada Eighth Judicial District
Court, please visit clarkcountycourts.us, www.facebook.com/
ClarkCountyCourts.NV, Twitter at
M Price@LasVegasCourts or blog
at https://eighthjdcourt.wordpress.
com.
*****

Know When — and When
Not — to Call 9-1-1
Faced with about 154,000 calls
for service annually, the Clark
County Fire Department is appealing to the greater Las Vegas
community to learn when — and
when not — to call 9-1-1 emergency services.
As part of that appeal, students
from the 911 Program at the Veterans Tribute Career and Technical
Academy produced public service
announcements (PSAs). A panel
of local news media personnel
reviewed those PSAs and chose
their top three and Clark County
Commissioner Lawrence Weekly
and County Fire Chief Greg Cassell will pick from that group to
name the winning spot to be used
as part of a local outreach effort.
The announcement will take place
at the Veterans Tribute Career and
Technical Academy, located at 2531
Vegas Drive in front of the students
of the 911 Program.
“Fire departments are reactive in
the sense that we respond to emergencies when needed. But we also
strive to be preventative, and that’s
where the public can help by knowing when — and when not — to call
9-1-1,” Clark County Fire Chief
Greg Cassell said. “Our residents
should only call 9-1-1 when they
have life-threatening fire, police or
medical emergencies. Otherwise,
call 3-1-1.” Calls that should not
be made to 9-1-1 include sprained
ankles, minor colds, the weather,
traffic tickets, noisy neighbors and
complaints about fast food drivethrough employees.
“When you’re the victim of a
fire, accident or crime, every second
counts when you’re waiting for
emergency responders,” said Clark
County Commissioner Lawrence
Weekly, whose district include the
Veterans Tribute academy. “Every
inappropriate call to 9-1-1 has the
potential to delay a dispatcher from
getting emergency responders out
the door as quickly as possible. In
a worst-case scenario, that can cost
someone his or her life.”
To help raise awareness, students in the 911 Program at the
Veterans Tribute Career and Technical Academy produced public
service announcements (PSAs).
The winning PSA is being shared
with the local news media for airing and sharing on social media.
The spot will air on Clark County
Television and Cox cable stations
and be shared on County social
media platforms such as Facebook
and Twitter. Additional information
about the appropriate use of 9-1-1 is
also available on the County website at www.ClarkCountyNV.gov.
The public is asked to share

the information on their social
media sites with the hashtag #Call911Right to help raise awareness of
this important public safety issue.
The Clark County Fire Department is the largest in Nevada with
30 full-time fire stations and 13
volunteer fire stations in rural areas.
The department received 153,998
calls in 2017. The Fire Department
also maintains one of only 28 urban search and rescue teams in the
country and provides fire and rescue
services to the nation’s 8th-busiest
airport. Its full-time staff numbers
include 700 paid employees and
about 200 rural volunteer firefighters.
*****

Henderson resident elected
to ACBL Bridge Hall of Fame
Robert Levin, a professional
duplicate bridge player from Henderson, Nev., was recently elected
to the American Contract Bridge
League’s Hall of Fame.
Levin, who won the first tournament he entered at age 13, was one
of three players chosen to be included in the 2018 Hall of Fame and will
be recognized at the ACBL’s North
American Bridge Championships
(NABC) in Atlanta this summer.
“The fact that he will be inducted into the Hall of Fame in his first
year of eligibility is a true testament
to Bobby’s skill, fierce competitive
spirit and expertise as a competitive
bridge player,” said Paul Jay Lewis,
chairman of the ACBL’s Hall of
Fame Committee.
In 1973, Levin became the
game’s youngest Grand Life Master
at age 15, which was a title he held
onto until 1975. Throughout his
impressive career, he has won 30
NABC tournaments and the Bermuda Bowl, a prestigious World
Team Championship held every
two years. In 2010, Levin and his
partner, Steve Weinstein, claimed
the World Open Pairs title. He won
ACBL’s Player of the Year race in
2014.
“Bobby Levin is what happens
when you mix extraordinary natural
talent with a tireless work ethic,”
Weinstein said. “I’ve never met
anyone who works harder or who

has a more intuitive feel for the
game.”
Bridge is played with a standard
deck of playing cards and four players comprised of two partnerships.
Duplicate bridge differs from other
forms of bridge because the same
deal (i.e., the specific arrangement
of the cards into the four hands) is
played at each table, and scoring
is based on relative performance.
This way, the element of skill is
heightened while that of chance is
reduced.
The ACBL has 14 masterpoint
rank titles from Rookie to Grand
Life Master, which requires 10,000
masterpoints and a NABC victory.
Levin is ranked 12th in the ACBL’s
list of all-time masterpoint holders
with 44,376 masterpoints.
To be considered for the Hall
of Fame, nominees must be North
American residents at least 60 years
old who have achieved prominence
in the game and have an outstanding tournament record.
The Hall of Fame was founded
by Bridge World magazine in 1964.
When the magazine discontinued its work after three years, no
members were added until 1995,
when the ACBL re-established the
program. Currently, 116 players,
writers, tournament directors and
administrators reside in the Hall.
For more information about the
ACBL Hall of Fame, visit www.
acbl.org/HallofFame.
About the ACBL
Founded in 1937, the ACBL is
the largest bridge organization in
the world, serving 167,000 members and 3,000 bridge clubs and
sanctioning 1,100 sectional and
regional tournaments annually.
The ACBL’s three North American
Bridge Championships each attract
up to 6,500 players from all around
the world. A challenging and rewarding card game, bridge draws
players of all ages and walks of
life — from Bill Gates and Warren
Buffett to astronaut Greg “Box”
Johnson. For more information
about the ACBL, visit acbl.org.
*****

Hall-Patton of ‘Pawn Stars’
to give free tour of Clark
County Museum on its 50th
anniversary April 20
Administrator Mark Hall-Patton
of “Pawn Stars” fame will lead a
free, one-hour tour of the Clark
County Museum grounds on April
20 at 11 a.m., coinciding with
the 50th anniversary of the oldest
and largest museum in Southern
Nevada. The public is invited and
reservations are not necessary.
Clark County Commissioner
Jim Gibson, who represents the
area, will provide brief remarks,
and cake, coffee and drinks will be
served to celebrate the occasion.
On April 20, 1968, at 1 p.m.
the very first public museum in
the Vegas Valley opened in a condemned gymnasium in downtown
Henderson. Fifty years later, the
Clark County Museum has moved,
changed names and become a
pre-eminent location for learning
the history of Southern Nevada.
On display at the museum
through Aug. 26 is the exhibit, “50
Years of Preserving History: Celebrating the Golden Anniversary
of the Clark County Museum.”
It presents the museum’s history
through a collection of photographs
and objects. Artifacts from the very
first item accessioned into the museum collection to examples from
yesterday will show the breadth of
the museum’s collection.
“The Clark County Museum is a
historical gem that is largely undiscovered in this valley, but it is one
that people fall in love with once
they visit, particularly Heritage
Street,” said Commissioner Jim
Gibson, who grew up in Henderson.
“I encourage the community to get

out to the museum to learn about
our area’s past, particularly now
during this anniversary. I think people are surprised when they learn
that the museum has a collection
of more than 1 million artifacts and
that it’s been around as long as it
has. The museum and its collection
are a wonderful reflection of who
we are and helps tell our story as
Southern Nevadans.”
In addition to the exhibit and
its opening event, Clark County is
celebrating the museum milestone
through the end of April with events
and activities, including:
—Clark County will share an
“artifact a day” for 50 days from
the museum’s collection on social
media starting March 9. Look
for them on Facebook, Tumblr,
Twitter & Pinterest (@ClarkCountyNV). Look for similar occasional
posts on the County’s Instagram
feed. The Clark County Museum
will also be active with similar
posts during this time on its own
Facebook page. The community
is encouraged to use the hashtag
#ClarkMuseum50.
—Hall-Patton, using the Clark
County Museum’s Facebook page,
will take questions live on Wednesday, April 11, 10 a.m. to noon, about
the museum and local history from
the community.
—Hall-Patton, using Clark
County’s Twitter site (@ClarkCountyNV), will host a Twitter
town hall about the museum and
local history, taking questions
live on Wednesday, April 18, 11
a.m. to noon. The community is
encouraged to use the hashtag
#ClarkMuseum50.
—Commissioner Gibson and
his colleagues on the board will declare April “Clark County Museum
Month” and present a proclamation
at their April 3 meeting at 9 a.m.
—The Henderson Chamber
of Commerce, a subcommittee
of which started the museum,
will host a chamber mixer at the
museum on April 26 from 4 to
7 p.m. Some background: In the
mid-‘60s, Dick Pryor was president
of the Chamber and he had been
contacted by Maryellen Sadovich,
a local historian concerned about
the Anna Roberts Parks collection
of artifacts. Parks, the first female
mortician in Southern Nevada, had
been an avid collector of both local
history materials and other curiosities. When she died in 1962, her
daughter, Edith Jennings, was left
the collection and was anxious to
find a repository in Southern Nevada for the artifacts. There were
no museums in the Las Vegas Valley, and eventually Sadovich and
Jennings were able to interest the
Henderson Chamber of Commerce
in the idea of creating a museum.
The idea was first floated in 1966,
and by 1968 a museum was opened
in the old gymnasium building at
what had been Townsite Grammar
School. While not planned as a final
location, the museum was open to
the public, and Jennings loaned
the Parks collection to the new
museum. The museum, opened as
the Southern Nevada Museum, was
incorporated as a separate non-profit corporation from the Chamber. Knowing the museum would
eventually need to move, museum
Director Roy Purcell was active in
trying to raise money and interest in
a new museum site which had been
granted by the city of Henderson to
the museum on Boulder Highway.
Today, the Clark County Museum has more than 1 million
artifacts and occupies a 30-acre
site, featuring a modern exhibit
hall with a timeline exhibit about
Southern Nevada from pre-historic
to modern times and a collection
of restored historic buildings on
popular Heritage Street and the surrounding grounds, depicting daily
life from different decades in Las
Vegas, Boulder City, Henderson
and Goldfield, Nevada.
The Clark County Museum is
open every day except Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year’s
Day. The hours: 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Entry is just $2 per person, except
seniors (55 and older) and children
(younger than 18), who are $1 each.
For more information, please visit
ClarkCountyNV.gov/museum or
call (702) 455-7955.Clark County
Parks and Recreation also can be
found on social networking sites
such as Twitter and Facebook by
visiting http://tinyurl.com/4dfw8ea.
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Leadership in a word: Reading
By Doug Dickerson
“Read to refill the wells of inspiration.” — Harold Ockenga
A word about reading
Reading is imperative for every
good leader. It’s how you learn, it’s
how you grow. In short, it makes
you a more rounded and better
leader. So why aren’t more adults
reading?
Marissa Levin, writing in Inc.
reports that “Americans read fewer and fewer books each year”.
She cites a survey by the National
Endowment of the Arts which said
only 43 percent of adults read any
type of literature not required for
work or school- a percentage that
is a three-decade low.
What about you? What are your
reading habits? In her article, Levin
revealed the reading habits of the
likes of Warren Buffet- 500 pages a
day, Mark Cuban who reads 3 hours
a day, and Bill Gates who reads 50
books a year. These are impressive
numbers.
I realize that there are those who
advocate for reading as many books
as you can throughout the course of
a year. It’s an admirable goal. And I

DoUg DICkErsoN

must confess, I am a helpless book
junkie an avid reader. But in recent
years, I have become more selective
as a reader. My goal is not so much
about the quantity of the books I
read, but the quality. I choose to be
more intentional about the return
on my investment in the books I
select. (You can find my books on
Amazon)
Some years ago, I came across
these reading strategies by J. Oswald Sanders for making your

reading worthwhile and profitable.
I’d like to pass his advice on to you.
—What you intend to quickly
forget, spend little time reading.
The habit of reading and forgetting
only builds the habit of forgetting
other important matters.
Use the same discrimination
in choosing books as in choosing
friends.
Read with pencil and notebook
in hand. Unless your memory is
unusually retentive, much gained
from reading is lost in a day. Develop a system of note-taking. It will
greatly help the memory.
—Have a “commonplace book,”
as they are called-a book to record
what is striking, interesting, and
worthy of second thought. In that
way, you will build a treasure trove
of material for future use.
—Verify historical scientific and
other data.
—Pass no word until its meaning is known. Keep a dictionary
at hand.
—Vary your reading to keep
your mind out of a rut. Variety is
as refreshing to the mind as it is to
the body.

BEHIND THE MIKE

Cut Loose

By Michael A. Aun
Every couple of weeks or so, I
go in to get my ears lowered… to
get my hair cut, for those of you
who are not familiar with the language of rednecks.
I go to a place called Cut Loose
mainly because I am cheap and they
charge less than anybody in town.
My barber Gail is terrific.
For most of my adult life, my
wife Christine cut my hair. When
her mom became ill, she had to
head north for several months to
provide care, leaving me to figure
it out on my own.
After going a couple of months
without a haircut, I came to my
senses and decided to cut my own
hair… and it looked like it. To be
fair, the last time I had paid for a
haircut the going rate was 75 cents,
tip included. After doing a quick
survey among my colleagues I
found that the rate was now closer
to $15-$25 depending on the establishment.
I can buy a case of quality Yuengling beer for less than that so I
made up my mind on two things:
(1) I would no longer continue to
butcher my own hair, and (2) I was
going to look around and get the
lowest price I could.
I pass Cut Loose on my way to
and from work so I decided to give
them a try… mainly because the
advertise $7.00 haircuts! Yes I am
cheap… but I will never be cheap
when it comes to tipping.
I always tip my server in advance at restaurants. I tip and pay
my barber in advance before I take
a seat in her chair. Why tip in advance? I learned many years ago
that you get the kind of behavior
you reward. If you pay peanuts, you
get monkeys.
Not only do I tip well, but I have
learned to laugh at my server and
my barber’s jokes. I hope I don’t
have to explain that one to you.
When I was flying to as many
as three different destinations in a
week as a professional speaker, I
learned to work the Flight Atten-

MICHAEL A. AUN
dants. I would get on board and
immediately go to the Flight Attendant as ask “May I have the name
and address of your Supervisor?”
Invariably they would always
ask “Why? Is there a problem sir?”
No there’s no problem. I want to
write them a thank you note in
advance for the service I am about
to receive. We thank our maker for
our food in advance of eating. Why
not thank Delta for a terrific ride?
I always carried large picture
postcards in my briefcase that had
my company’s name and data on
one side and it was blank on the
other. The Flight Attendant would
provide me the name and I would
write the note immediately.

I never had to mail a single one!
I already told you “I’m cheap.” I
would hand the card to the Flight
Attendant and ask them to get it to
the Supervisor. Have you ever heard
of “same day delivery?” Trust me…
it gets there.
I can’t tell you the number of
times I have been upgraded or provided free drinks just for writing a
nice note. I wrote so many times to
Mr. John Hume, the Supervisor of
Flight Attendants, that Delta finally
hired me to speak. They even gave
me a Flying Colonel Award, which
included a lifetime pass to the
Crown Room. Both the Award and
the pass have since disappeared but
it was nice while it lasted.
One day, I received a letter back
from Mr. Hume. “Dear Mr. Aun:
Stop writing. I retired over a year
ago! Thanks for being so loyal to
Delta Air Lines.”
Be sure to reward the people
who prepare your food and who cut
your hair. That’s why I return to Cut
Loose every couple of weeks and
hand Gail her fee and her tip even
before sitting in the chair. I’m ugly
enough. I don’t need a lousy hair
cut to confirm it.
Michael Aun is a syndicated
columnist and writes a weekly column for this newspaper. To contact
Michael Aun, email him at maun@
lasvegastribune.com.

should be chewed and digested
thoroughly.” — Francis Bacon
“I cannot live without books.”
— Thomas Jefferson
A final word
As a leader, develop a routine
for reading. Take the advice of
Sanders and add some variety to
your collection. The depth of your
knowledge and your growth as a
leader is the byproduct of the books
you read.
Note: Leadership In A Word is
my writing theme for 2018. Each
week the focus will be on a word
that impacts you as a leader. My
style is new but my message and
commitment to delivering fresh
leadership insight to you are the
same. It’s my sincere desire to
help you grow as a leader and to
partner with you in reaching your
full potential.
*****
Doug Dickerson is a syndicated
columnist. He writes a weekly column for this newspaper. To contact
Doug Dickerson, email him at
ddickerson@ lasvegastribune.com.

Tune in to
RadioTribune
Tune in and listen to those who will tell you the truth,
and nothing but the truth. You’ll discover different
personalities and hear different opinions, but when it
comes to the facts, you’ll always get the truth from us!

www.RadioTribune.com
Call-In Line (702) 983-0711

Get Your Book Published With
The most trusted all-in-one book publisher
•
•
•
•
•

—Correlate your reading-history with poetry, biography with a
historical novel. For example, when
reading the history of the American
Civil War, take up a biography of
Lincoln or Grant and poetry by
Whitman.
Thanks to technology, our access
to books are greater than ever. But
when only 43 percent of adults are
reading anything beyond what is
required for work or school the
challenge is as great as ever. Leaders must be ahead of the curve in
order to succeed.
Reading quotes
“You can’t get a cup of tea large
enough or a book too long enough
to suit me.” — C.S. Lewis
“The more you read, the more
things you will know. The more
you learn, the more places you will
go.” — Dr. Seuss
“It is what you read when you
don’t have to that determines what
you will be when you can’t help
it.” — Oscar Wilde
“Some books should be tasted,
some devoured, but only a few

Titles published in print & digital formats
Exciting cover & interior illustrations
International distribution
Customized publicity campaigns
Books sold at major retailers

Call today for your Free
Author Submission Kit!

Call 1-800-973-2606

Sundays from 12.30 to 2 p.m.
Please call 702-706-6875
for information
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The Spousal-Benefits Puzzle
Social Security can be as complicated as marriage

By Jane Bryant Quinn
AARP
What do I get the most mail
about? Winner by a mile is the question of when to file for spousal (or
divorced spousal) benefits. Lots of
you misunderstand the rules, with
the result that you’re leaving money
on the table.
So here is your guide to spousal benefits. I’m writing from the
point of view of a wife filing on her
husband’s earnings record, but the
same rules apply to either spouse.
First, what is a
spousal benefit?
It’s a payment originally designed for women who left the
workforce to raise children. You
need 10 years of work (40 quarters)
to claim a retirement benefit of your
own. If you worked less (or not at
all), or your earnings were very low,
you can get a spousal benefit based
on the earnings of your husband.
How much is the
spousal benefit?
It depends on your age when
you claim it. If you wait until your
full retirement age (somewhere
between 66 and 67), you’ll get half
of what your husband could get at
his own full retirement age. If you
claim earlier, you’ll receive less.
What if you worked 10-plus
years and earned a
Social Security retirement
benefit of your own?
Here’s where claiming gets
tricky. If your husband has not
retired, you can file for a benefit
based on your personal earnings.
When he finally quits work and
goes on Social Security, the spousal
amount you can receive depends
on your personal benefit’s size. If
it’s higher than what you’d get as a
spouse, you’ll continue to receive
that same, higher amount, says Philip Moeller, coauthor of Get What’s
Yours: The Secrets to Maxing Out
Your Social Security. If your personal benefit is smaller, it will be
topped up to the spousal level.
If you file when your husband
has already retired, Social Security
will normally assume that you’re
claiming your personal and your
potential spousal benefit at the same
time. You will receive the higher
of the two.
There’s an exception for people
who were born on or before Jan. 1,
1954. If you put off your claim until
full retirement age, you can file a
“restricted application” for a benefit
based on your spouse’s earnings,
without also claiming the personal

benefit you’re owed. At age 70, you
can switch to your personal benefit,
which will have grown at 8 percent
per year plus the inflation rate.
What if you’re divorced?
You get the same benefits as a
current spouse, if your marriage
lasted at least 10 years and you are
now single. Also, you can claim the
spousal benefit even if your ex has
not retired, provided that he is eligible for benefits and you have been
divorced for at least two years. If
you’ve been working, however, you
will probably find that sticking with
your own benefit is the better deal.
Special rules cover the disabled
or retirees with children who are
under 18. But for most of you, this
road map works.
Jane Bryant Quinn is a personal
finance expert and the author of
How to Make Your Money Last. She
writes regularly for the Bulletin.

According to the Center for Disease Control,
one in three seniors will suffer a fall this year!

A PERFECT SOLUTION FOR:

ü Arthritis and COPD sufferers
ü Those with mobility issues
Anyone who struggles
ü on the stairs
MENTION THIS AD FOR
THE
PURCHASE
OF A NEW
ACORN
STAIRLIFT!
+
Acorn Stairlifts has an A Rating with the
Better Business Bureau, and is the only
stairlift in the world to earn the Ease of Use
Commendation from the Arthritis Foundation.

CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE INFORMATION KIT AND DVD!

1-800-368-1650
An outreach program
to help the homeless
to help themselves.

ChaplainSteven
StJohn.Com

*Not valid on previous purchases. Not valid with any other offers or discounts. Not valid on refurbished models. Only valid towards purchase
of a NEW Acorn Stairlift directly from the manufacturer. $250 discount will be applied to new orders. Please mention this ad when calling.
License where required: AZ ROC 278722, CA 942619, MN LC670698, OK 50110, OR CCB 198506, RI 88, WA ACORNSI894OB, WV
WV049654, MA HIC169936, NJ 13VH07752300, PA PA101967, CT ELV 0425003-R5.

Call Now: 844-409-8740

Are You Still Paying Too Much For Your Medications?
Their Price

CrestorTM

914.18

$

Typical US Brand Price

for 40mg x 100

Our Price

Rosuvastatin*
$

148

Generic equivalent of CrestorTM
Generic price for for 40mg x 100

You can save up to 97%
when you fill your
prescriptions with our
Canadian and International
prescription service.
Get an extra

$15 off

plus
FREE SHIPPING

Get An Extra $15 Off & Free Shipping On
Your 1st Order!
Call the number below and save an additional $15 plus get free shipping on your first prescription
order with Canada Drug Center. Expires December 31, 2017. Offer is valid for prescription orders
only and can not be used in conjunction with any other offers. Valid for new customers only. One
time use per household. Use code 15FREE to receive this special offer.

Call toll-free: 844-409-8740

Prescription price comparison above is valid as of June 20, 2017. All trade-mark (TM) rights associated
with the brand name products in this ad belong to their respective owners. *Generic drugs are carefully
regulated medications that have the same active ingredients as the original brand name drug, but are
generally cheaper in price.

OUR PRICE

THEIR PRICE

ViagraTM $2565.71 vs Sildenafil*

Typical US Brand Price for 100mg x 40

NexiumTM

$

$

AbilifyTM

$

Generic Price for 40mg x 100

458 vs Conj. Estrogen* $51.00

Typical US Brand Price for 0.625mg x 84

Generic Price for 0.625mg x 84

2994.49 vs Aripiprazole*

Typical US Brand Price for 15mg x 112

Typical US Brand Price for 100mg x 100

$

92.00

Generic Price for 15mg x 112

CelebrexTM $743.17 vs Celecoxib*

Generic price for 100mg x 100

CialisTM
AdvairTM

$

1203.13 vs

$

$

Typical US Brand Price for 250-50mcg x 180

EvistaTM

$

$

83.00

Salmeterol &
Fluticasone
Propionate*

160.00

Generic Price for 250-50mcg x 180

$

994.42 vs Ezetimibe*

$

Typical US Brand Price for 10mg x 100

$

Generic Price for 20mg x 40

772.37 vs Raloxifene*

Typical US Brand Price for 60mg x 100

ZetiaTM

194.00

2526.76 vs Tadalafil*

$

Typical US Brand Price for 20mg x 40

927.16 vs Esomeprazole* $90.00

Typical US Brand Price for 40mg x 100

PremarinTM

146.00

$

Generic Price for 100mg x 40

OUR PRICE

THEIR PRICE

88.00

Generic Price for 60mg x 100

87.00

Generic Price for 10mg x 100

JanuviaTM $1151.87 vs Sitagliptin *
Phosphate
Typical US Brand Price for 100mg x 84

$

146.00

Generic Price for 100mg x 84

Please note that we do not carry controlled substances and a valid prescription is required for all prescription medication orders.
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Should You Claim Social Security at 70?

iffy, it makes sense to jump on those
benefits sooner.
Another reason not to wait until 70 is if you’re forced to retire
sooner than planned and need the

money to pay your bills. In that
case, you’re better off collecting
benefits than racking up painful
credit card debt. Incidentally, this
type of scenario isn’t so unusual,

as a good 60% of Americans wind
up having to leave the workforce
earlier than anticipated.
Claiming Social Security at 70
can be a wise move, but it’s one that

can backfire as well. Your best bet?
Weigh the pros and cons of filing at
different ages. With any luck, you’ll
land on the decision that works out
best for you.

Receive Social Security benefits? Keep your
address up-to-date with My Social Security
By Barbara Duckett
Social Security Public Affairs
Specialist in Las Vegas
Keeping your address up to
date with a my Social Security account helps us mail your important
documents to the correct place. If
you receive benefits, you can use
my Social Security to update your
address. If you’ve moved recently,
updating your information sooner
rather than later will help us deliver important documents to you,
including:
—Your Social Security Benefit

Statement (SSA-1099);
—Important notices; and
—Your Medicare card when
you first enroll or if you need a
replacement.
Even if you get your benefits by
direct deposit, Social Security must
have your correct address so we can
send letters and other important
information to you.
Another important reason to
make sure your address is up to
date is because new Medicare cards
are coming. Medicare is mailing
(See Duckett, Page 24)
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By Maurie Backman
The Motley Fool
If you’re not familiar with Social
Security, you might assume that
there’s a single point in time at
which you become eligible for benefits. After all, that’s how Medicare
works — you’re covered once you
turn 65, but not before.
Social Security works differently, however. While the benefits you
collect are based on how much you
earned during your working years,
the age at which you file for those
benefits can cause them to go up,
go down, or stay the same. And you
actually get an eight-year window
to claim benefits that kicks off at
age 62 and closes at age 70. (Technically, you’re not required to file
at 70, but there’s no reason not to,
which we’ll get into in just a bit.)
Now here’s what you need to
know about that eight-year window: Smack in the middle of it is
your full retirement age (FRA),
which is the age at which you’re
entitled to your full monthly benefit
without a reduction. For workers
born in 1960 or later, that age is
67. If you were born prior to 1967,
your FRA is 66, or 66 and a certain
number of months.
For each month you file for
benefits prior to FRA, your benefits
are reduced by a certain amount,
but on the flip side, holding off on
benefits past FRA will boost them
by 8% each year. This incentive,
however, runs out at age 70, which
is why there’s no sense in waiting
past that point to file for Social Security. This is why 70 is considered
the latest age to sign up for Social
Security. The question is: Is it also
the best age to file?
Reasons to claim
Social Security at 70
The primary motivator behind
filing for Social Security at 70 is
to increase your payments for life.
And there are several reasons you
might want that boost. For one
thing, it’s just nice to have extra
money, but more so than that,
many seniors enter retirement
with little to no savings. If you’re
one of them, and you’re therefore
counting on Social Security to pay
your bills, then you’ll want to get
as much money as possible out of
those benefits.
Another reason to wait on Social
Security is if you’re still working
in your late 60s and don’t need the
money. Now you may have heard
that if you remain employed and file
for benefits, a portion will be withheld, but that only applies if you’re
working and claiming Social Security prior to FRA. Once you reach
FRA, you can work and collect
benefits simultaneously without
having to worry about a reduction.
You might, however, pay taxes
on your benefits in that scenario.
That’s because Social Security is
taxed at the federal level when your
earnings exceed a certain threshold,
which is likely to happen if you
have a steady paycheck. Of course,
you might very well end up paying
taxes on your benefits regardless of
your work status, but it’s something
to consider nonetheless.
Reasons you shouldn’t
wait until 70 to claim
Social Security
While there are certain scenarios
where it pays to wait until 70 to take
benefits, in some cases, delaying
that long is a bad idea. One such
circumstance is if your health is
poor and you have reason to believe
you’ll pass away sooner than the
typical senior.
See, one lesser-known fact about
Social Security is that it’s designed
to pay you roughly the same lifetime benefit regardless of when you
first file. The logic is that delaying
benefits will boost each individual
payment, but you’ll also collect
fewer payments in your lifetime.
But this formula assumes that you
live an average life expectancy. If
you pass away at a relatively young
age, you could end up losing out
on Social Security income in your
lifetime.
Imagine you’re entitled to a full
monthly benefit of $1,500 at a full
retirement age of 67. Waiting until
70 to take benefits will boost each
payment to $1,860, but you’ll collect 36 fewer payments off the bat.
If you live until 82 1/2, you’ll wind
up with $279,000 in Social Security
income regardless of whether you
file at 67 versus 70. But if you pass
away even a year sooner, you’ll end
up losing money by virtue of having
waited. Therefore, if your health is
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Financing available
with approved credit

The best walk-in tub just got better with breakthrough technology! Presenting the all new Safe Step
Walk-In Tub featuring MicroSoothe.® An air system so revolutionary, it oxygenates, softens and
exfoliates skin, turning your bath into a spa-like experience. Constructed and built right here in America for
safety and durability from the ground up, and with more standard
Call today and receive exclusive savings of up to
features than any other tub.
✓ Heated seat providing warmth from beginning to end
✓ Carefully engineered hydro-massage jets strategically placed to
target sore muscles and joints
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY
✓ High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive lifetime
Call Toll-Free 1-800-396-4503
warranty on the entire tub
✓ Top-of-the-line installation and service, all included at one low,
affordable price
You’ll agree – there just isn’t a better, more affordable walk-in
tub on the market.

$1500 OFF

For your FREE information kit
and DVD, and our Senior
Discounts, Call Today Toll-Free
CSLB 983603 F13000002885 13HV08744300

1-800-396-4503

Page 24 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / April 11-17, 2018

Five countries where life is good
on a Social Security check alone

International Living Editors
CNBC
In the best-value countries outside the United States, American
retirees are finding that they can
live better than they could at home
— for less. In fact, many report,
they can enjoy a genuinely comfortable, low-stress retirement on
their Social Security alone.
That’s relatively hard to do in the
United States, where the average
Social Security benefit is $1,374
for a retired worker — or $2,090
for a couple.
“If you’re looking at retiring on
your Social Security check alone
in the United States or have just a
modest amount to supplement it,
you’re likely to find yourself living
frugally,” says Jennifer Stevens,
Executive Editor of International
Living.
“But take that modest budget
overseas to a place where your
dollars stretch, and you’ll find you
can be free from money woes.
“Boomers living on modest budgets overseas may not be living like
royalty, but they’re dining out when
they feel like it, they’re benefitting
from good-quality healthcare they
can afford, they’re no longer living
hand-to-mouth. And with less stress
and better weather, they report a
much higher quality of life than
they’d have in the United States on
the same budget.”
Five low-cost countries International Living’s editors have
pinpointed as good-value escapes
for retirees include Ecuador, Mexico, Nicaragua, Colombia, and
Cambodia.
Ecuador
“I no longer feel anxious and
worried when I review my finances,” says Bartley D’Alfonso, retired
in Ecuador. “It is very comforting
to know that I can now occupy my
mind with what fun activities I will
do daily, rather than how I would
try to survive day-by-day if I had
stayed back in the U.S.
“A few years ago, I found myself
as a solo retiree with an expensive
California condo mortgage to pay
for, along with excessive property taxes and increasing monthly
homeowners’ association fees.
“Month by month, it was becoming harder and harder to live
only on my fixed Social Security
benefits and retirement pension.
I was feeling trapped, with high
anxiety—how was I ever going
to continue to live like this? How
could I survive? Something had to
change...”
It did, when Bartley moved to
the highland university town of
Cuenca, Ecuador.
“After a three-day real estate
tour, I sold off my Californian con-

Duckett

GRANADA, NICARAGUA
do and bought a newly built condo ing. We were paying property taxes
in Cuenca,” he explained. “My of $12,000 a year and now live
three-bedroom, three-bathroom, comfortably with taxes of $200 a
two-story condo cost $115,500 and year,” says Chris.
get this — my annual property tax
“Here in San Miguel, economics
was $88 in 2015… $55 in 2016… and lifestyle go hand in hand. We
and this year I paid $44, compared spend money on quality of life
to $4,800 annual property taxes things, not air conditioning or taxes.
back home.
We can take our money from Social
“And talk about having the se- Security and our quality of life is
nior citizen discount kick in. Under pretty darn good.”
Ecuadorian law, all citizens who
Nicaragua
reach 65 years of age and have a
“Moving to León has not only
cedula (national identification card) saved my life financially but enget to enjoy substantial reductions riched me so much,” says Dolly
with the expenses of daily living.
Lee.
“I recently turned this magical
“I was a single parent raising a
age, and my bus fares were lowered daughter in the U.S. and working in
to 12 cents per ride, instead of the logistics management. Every time I
regular 25 cent fare. My annual was laid off, which happened severproperty tax will be halved down al times, I was thrown into complete
to about $25, and all notary fees panic—how would I pay my bills
are now free, saving hundreds of and keep a roof over my child’s
dollars.
head? It was the most horrific fear
“My water bill is discounted by I’ve ever experienced. Each time
50 percent, dropping down to an av- I built up savings, the next layoff
erage monthly fee of $3.85. Every
six months I can turn in my receipts
and receive a maximum refund of
$105 per month for any sales taxes
paid, which is deposited directly
into my local bank account.”
Mexico
One of Chris and Rex McCaskill’s favorite things to do these
days is relax on their rooftop terrace, enjoying views of the stunning
surrounding countryside and the
comfortable, never-too-hot climate
that stays in the 70s most days.
After rewarding but long careers
in the U.S., the couple (self-confessed workaholics) were ready to
retire. Chris, 66, worked for elected
officials in the field of public policy
and Rex, 65, was a software developer. Five years ago, they moved
from Austin, Texas, to San Miguel
de Allende in Mexico’s Colonial
Highlands.
Affordability was a big motivator, since in Mexico a couple
can live comfortably on as little as
$1,800 a month.
“In Austin, we were paying $700
a month for heat and air condition-

(Continued from Page 23)
new cards starting April 2018. Your new card will have a new Medicare
Number that’s unique to you, instead of your Social Security number.
This will help protect your identity. For more information about the new
Medicare card, visit go.medicare.gov/newcard.
If you don’t have a my Social Security account already, you can open
one at www.socialsecurity.gov/myaccount. This is the easiest way for you
to keep your information up to date. Within minutes you’ll have access to
your personal information as well as control over important documents like
your Benefit Statement (SSA-1099), which can be replaced if you lose it.
While you’re there, you can also check to see if your earnings record
is correct. Social Security keeps a record of how much you’ve made so
that you get the benefits you deserve. We can only pay you your correct
benefit if your records are correct.
Putting you in control of your future is a key part of securing today and
tomorrow, and having your correct mailing address helps us get important
documents and payments to you. With my Social Security, we help you
receive the information you need, when you need it. Open or access your
safe and secure account today at www.socialsecurity.gov/myaccount.

in the smaller towns to $1,500 and
more for a penthouse or a sprawling
country home.
“However, in many areas of
Colombia the total cost of living
can easily be $2,000 per month, or
less. I live in Medellín´s upscale
neighborhood of El Poblado for 60
percent less than it cost me back
in Maine. My combined utilities
(water, waste, gas, electric, trash removal, cable, internet, home phone)
average $94 per month.”
Cambodia
Southeast Asia is another region
that offers great value for money
and a cost-of-living much lower
than in the United States. San
Diego-native Tom Richter lives in
Phnom Penh, Cambodia.
“This country has made me feel
15 years younger, compared with
living in the States,” says Tom. “I
made the right decision coming
here, and I know it.
“My check from Social Security comes to just over $1,000 per
month. But in Phnom Penh that’s a
sizable amount. What I like most is
that there is a very local vibe that
comes from people in Phnom Penh.
“Apart from being extremely
friendly and happy to meet foreigners, it is just really cool to be
able to go to the street corner in the
morning to grab a fresh coconut
and a newspaper, while shooting
the breeze with some of the tuk-tuk
drivers who speak good English.”
Commentary by the editors of
International Living. Follow IN on
Twitter @inliving. For more insight
from CNBC contributors, follow @
CNBCopinionon Twitter

would deplete them. I endured this
for close to two decades.
“In May 2016, I suffered another
layoff. After being at home for a
few weeks, I realized that I was now
eligible to collect Social Security at
a reduced rate.
“My Social Security check
would not be adequate to pay my
bills and the private medical insurance I would need to purchase. So,
I started looking into the best places
to retire on a budget.”
Dolly discovered Nicaragua, and
in June of this year moved to Leon,
the country’s second largest city.
“So far it is the best move I have
ever made,” says Dolly. “My budget with housekeeper, rent, utilities,
groceries, internet, cable TV, phone,
and food for three animals is about
$1,000 a month. This includes going out to dinner and drinks twice
a week, a movie on Sunday, and at
least one out-of-town trip with other
expats monthly.”
Colombia
These days, Colombia offers
something for everyone—including
lush green coffee plantations, sparkling crystal beaches, cosmopolitan
cities, and quaint colonial towns.
And retirees are discovering
they can stretch their retirement
dollars, thanks to a lower cost of
living and favorable exchange rate.
“The Colombian peso has been
hovering around 3,000 to the U.S.
dollar since late 2015,” says IL’s
Colombia Correspondent Nancy
Kiernan “Obviously, cost of living
will depend on what type of lifestyle an expat wants, but monthly
rental costs range from about $300

1-888-918-1625

YOU CHOOSE...

FDA Registered Hearing Aids

45-DAY

FREAEL

ONLY $299

TRI

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

EarMate-4220

Buy direct from manufacturer
100% Risk-FREE offer
45-day home trial
FREE shipping
Payment plans available
Licensed professionals

High-quality
American-made
electronics
Since 1979

• Hearing aids by mail for 39 years
• Over 750,000 satisfied customers

PER AID

Try our EarMate-4220 or Apollo-6200
hearing aid risk-free for 45 days.
We guarantee you’ll receive the
BEST technology for the BEST price.

Apollo-6200

If you like it then pay only $299 per hearing aid.

100% Digital ● Comfort fit ● Crisp clear sound
“I can hear so much better. People don’t
have to repeat themselves. The hearing
aid is wonderful.” E.E. – Columbus, GA

A+

RATING

100%

Satisfaction

GUARANTEED

By phone (Mon-Fri • 8 am - 5 pm Central Time)

1-855-900-7480

More Info

Promo code: 88-206

www.HHEnow.com/tribune

Page 26 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / April 4-10, 2018

What You
Need To
Know
By Dr Nina Radcliff

Endometriosis

By Dr. Nina Radcliff, MD
A common — though not commonly known about — condition in
women, Endometriosis is where the
cells or tissue normally found inside
the uterus wall (the womb) grows
outside of the uterus. It is estimated
that approximately 7.6 million (1
out of 10 women — with recent
estimates growing higher to 2 out of
10) women being diagnosed in the
United States. And many women
remain undiagnosed and untreated.
Astonishingly, the numbers are
comparable to diabetes for women
— and yet there is only a fraction
of the awareness of the condition
and help for those afflicted.
It is not a lifestyle disease nor a
disease women get “later” in life. It
can attack women between 15 and
50 years old, often robbing them of
an active lifestyle. In fact, some of
the symptoms can be so severe that
it takes over a woman’s life. And all
too often along with the afflictions
of endometriosis, women amass
tremendous mental, physical, emotional and social impact in broken
marriages, families, anxiety and
depression — as well as business
and career impact, partly because
those women have to drop out of
the workforce.
And while the cause remains
unknown at this time (meaning
there is little to prevent it) — it
is important to know there is a lot
that can be done to help resolve
the problem in order to live a fully
functional life.
I am joining with millions nationwide to raise awareness of this
disease that affects women — and
their families!
Background:
Endometriosis is a disorder in
which the development of uterine-lining tissue grows outside the
uterus. These cells, termed endometrial cells, are not where they
are supposed to be! And when this
happens, it causes problems because they have a special function
to thicken during the menstrual
cycle and shed or bleed.
“Endometrial Implants”:
This term is used to describe
endometrial tissue found in abnormal or stray locations—which is
anywhere outside of the uterus. And
typically, endometriosis develops
on the pelvic structures including
the ovaries, Fallopian tubes, bladder and bowels (intestines). Endometrial implants are also commonly
found on the top of the vagina and
in the peritoneal cavity between
the rectum and the back wall of the
uterus. It’s unusual for endometrial
tissue to spread beyond your pelvic
region, but it’s not impossible. On
rare occasions, it can spread to the
diaphragm, lung, kidney, appendix,
and surprisingly, calf muscles or
even the brain. Fortunately, those
situations are rare.
Signs & Symptoms:
These depend on where the endometrial implant is located, how
deep it penetrates the tissue or organ, if it is near a lot of nerves, or if
it causes scarring or cysts. And, too,
it is important to understand that the
symptoms can vary with time and
with each menstrual cycle—worsening or improving—or there may
be no symptoms at all. The signs
and symptoms of endometriosis can
have a negative impact on the lives
of affected women, their family and
friends, and generally include:
—Pain before menstruation that
decreases or is relieved when the
cycle is complete. Some refer to it
as “killer cramps” and the pain can
be so severe it can impair regular
activities causing missed school,
work, or other activities. And, too,
there are reports of women passing
out or going to the emergency room
for management.
—Chronic pelvic pain, not just
during menstruation. This may
result from scarring or cysts.
—Painful sexual intercourse can
occur when endometrial implants
are located in the vagina
—Abdominal pain, and bowel
dysfunction that includes painful

bowel movements, diarrhea, bloating, gassiness or cramps
—Bladder dysfunction, such as
painful urination
—Infertility — defined as trying
to conceive for 12 months without
success — can result from endometrial implants being located on the
ovary or Fallopian tubes. In fact,
30-50 percent of women who are
facing infertility have endometriosis. The implants can cause mechanical interference or blockage of
an egg being released or traveling to
the uterus. And, there is some evidence to believe that endometriosis
releases inflammatory molecules
that interfere with fertility.
—Lower back, thigh or leg pain
—Chronic fatigue, headaches
—Rare symptoms include seizures when the endometrial implant
is located in the brain, or shortness
of breath when in the lungs
And the degree of severity of
symptoms is not necessarily related
to the severity of the endometriosis. In other words, a woman with
extensive endometriosis may have
no symptoms at all while a woman
with minimal endometriosis may
have severe symptoms.
Risk factors include starting
your period earlier or reaching
menopause later, which prolongs
your exposure to estrogen; menstrual cycles shorter than 27 days; never
having children; a family history
of the condition; or another health
problem that affects the menstrual
cycle.
While women typically experience symptoms at the time of their
period, because there are many
different types of pain experienced
by women with endometriosis,
symptoms can occur at other times
and can continue after menopause.

And, too, often dismissed as
‘women’s troubles,’ this disorder
can lead to feelings of uneasiness,
shame, embarrassment, misunderstanding, depression, anxiety,
anger, hopelessness and stress
amongst sufferers.
Cause Unknown:
At this time, it remains unknown. And, as a result, this leads
to misunderstandings as well as not
knowing what we can do to prevent
it. Some experts studying endometriosis highlight that there may
be a genetic component, although
it has yet to be isolated. Women
with a close female relative who
has endometriosis are five to seven
times more likely to have endometriosis, themselves. And there are
more theories. For example, some
experts believe that the immune
system and the body’s inflammatory response system may contribute
to endometriosis, although more
research is needed to confirm this
body of thought.
What is known is that it is not a
lifestyle disease, meaning it does
not result from something a woman
does (such as not being physically
active). Nor is it contagious.
Misunderstandings:
The misunderstandings that
accompany this disorder are great!
Along with indignant dismissals of
the depth of pain or the suggestion,
“It is in your head,” the experience
of endometriosis can negatively
affect all aspects of a woman’s life
and relationships, and this is consistently reported in research studies.
Added to this, endometriosis has
been known to take a long time to
diagnose, with the average length
of time between the onset of symptoms and diagnosis being seven
years. I know that makes you wonder, doesn’t it?! There are several
reasons this may happen. Women
may consider their symptoms to
be normal and delay reporting
them to their doctor. Doctors may
also initially attribute symptoms
to other conditions such as pelvic
inflammatory disease, fibroids, kidney stones, stomach ulcers, irritable
bowel syndrome or cystitis.
Today, the number of women
being diagnosed with the disease
is increasing; experts believe in
large part reflective of improved
diagnostic techniques. And, too,
awareness is increasing.

many cases, surgery is necessary
to remove the endometrial implant,
cyst, or scarring.
Endometriosis can have a devastating effect on quality of life due
to its very painful symptoms and
the fact that it is the biggest cause
of infertility in women. Too many
women have gone years without
diagnosis or the proper treatment,
facing stigmas attached to this under-funded and under-researched
woman’s disorder, both medically
and socially. Change is up to each
of us — join me in speaking up!
Be supportive in encouraging and
helping women to get the care and
support they need — and deserve!!
This article is for general information only and should not be
used for the diagnosis or treatment
of medical conditions and cannot
substitute for the advice from your
medical professional. Dr. Nina has
used all reasonable care in compiling the current information but
it may not apply to you and your
symptoms. Always consult a doctor
or other health care professional
for diagnosis and treatment of
medical conditions.

Taking Action:
While some women have reported that endometriosis recedes with
menopause or during pregnancy, or
that it simply “seems” to resolve on
its own — don’t wait! This is not
the case for millions and millions
of women, and you don’t need to
suffer. Take action!!
Be vigilant! If you or someone
you love has these symptoms, remain informed and talk to others
about endometriosis — and seek
help. It is important to speak to a
medical professional, either your
primary care physician or an obstetrician/gynecologist (OB/GYN),
as there is a lot that can be done to
prevent suffering.
An OB/GYN is a physician
who is familiar with diagnosing
endometriosis. They can perform
a comprehensive pelvic exam and
determine an appropriate workup — ultrasound or MRI studies,
surgical diagnosis — along with
prescribing a plan for treatment.
This may involve medications taken by mouth or injections to allay
symptoms or shrink or minimize
the endometrial implant. But in
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EarthTalk is written and edited by Roddy Scheer and Doug
Moss and is a registered trademark of E - The Environmental
Magazine (www.emagazine.com). Send questions to: earthtalk@
emagazine.com. Subscribe: www.emagazine.com/subscribe;
Free Trial Issue: www.emagazine.com/trial.
Dear EarthTalk: I recently
read about the toxic dangers of
particle board. I still am using the
same laminate on particle board
bedroom furniture that I bought
new 30 years ago. Do you think
it’s still harmful to my health after
all this time, and is there any way
to make it less unhealthy? — Jane
Woodard, via e-mail
Sadly, much of the furniture we
enjoy every day is “off-gassing”
toxins into the air, especially if it’s
made out of particle board, which
traditionally relies on formaldehyde — a colorless, flammable,
strong-smelling chemical and
known respiratory irritant and carcinogen — to bond the wood chips
and other filler together. If you’ve
had the furniture for many years,
the good news is that most or all
of the formaldehyde fumes have
long off-gassed out. Of course, the
bad news is that you’ve likely been
breathing it in for years.
“New particleboard presents the
biggest health concern, making installation of new materials the most
dangerous,” reports DoItYourself.
com. “As the material ages, any
formaldehyde gas emissions are
reduced, but cutting it can release
toxic dust into the air.”
Formaldehyde isn’t something
to mess with. According to the
U.S. Centers for Disease Control
& Prevention (CDC), its exposure
can make you sick, with symptoms including sore throat, cough,
scratchy eyes and nosebleeds. And
it’s been linked to an increased risk
of allergies and asthma in children.
The U.S. Agency for Toxic
Substances and Disease Registry
(ATSDR) adds that “chronic exposure to formaldehyde may also
cause general damage to the central
nervous system, such as increased
prevalence of headache, depression, mood changes, insomnia,
irritability, attention deficit, and
impairment of dexterity, memory
and equilibrium.”
Furthermore, the American Cancer Society reports that exposure to
formaldehyde — classified by the
federal government as a “known
human carcinogen” since 2011 —
has caused cancer in laboratory
test animals, and that humans exposed to relatively high amounts
of formaldehyde in medical and
occupational settings are at greater
risk for cancers of the nose and
throat, among others.
“Scientific research has not
yet shown that a certain level of
formaldehyde exposure causes
cancer,” reports CDC. “However,
the higher the level and the longer
the exposure, the greater the chance

of getting cancer.” CDC researchers
also worry that exposure to formaldehyde “might increase the chance
of getting cancer even at levels too
low to cause symptoms.”
One precaution is to apply sealant designed to lock in potentially
harmful fumes (AFM Safecoat’s
Safe Seal is one). Or to just make

Uniboard is one of the leading particle board alternatives out there
that don’t use toxic formaldehyde to bind its filler material together.
the problem go away, maybe it’s to particle board, like Uniboard’s formaldehyde and are popping
time for new, greener furniture woodchip-based NU Green Zero, up increasingly in the Targets and
anyway. Avoid the formaldehyde Environ’s newsprint and soy waste Walmarts of the world for those
trap and look for products made out Biocomposite, and Pfleiderer’s re- willing to read labels and ask quesof solid wood, no resin required.
newable wheat straw PrimeBoard. tions in the quest to find the greenKeep an eye out for products These greener choices are bound est versions of what’s available.
made with sustainable alternatives with a polyurethane base free of
*****
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Where Do You Want Your Table?
By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by Sandy Zimmerman
Dining can become an amazing
experience depending upon the
restaurant. The Sarojin Resort is
not like any other resort you may
have visited, it stands out from all
of the rest.
I have taken cooking classes
which are usually held in a kitchen where they give you all of the
equipment but the Sarojin does everything with a flair for originality.
Even lunch can be an adventure! First the guide took me to the
Takuapa River, inside the Khao
Lak Lam Ru National Park, for a
jungle adventure on a pleat boat.
Pleat boats are designed for shallow
waters to move close to see wildlife
and flora.
After seeing monkeys, birds, and
other wildlife along the mangrove
trees, my guide stopped at a river
bank and we were greeted by Chef
Gogh, Chef of the Sarojin’s Thai
Restaurant. It was amazing the way
he transported the wild river bank
into a setting for a Thai cooking
class!
Everything was there, a table
for two set with a linen table cloth,
silverware and glasses. Another
work table was prepared for the
Thai cooking class.
Being out on the river bank
surrounded by nature seemed so
exciting while I cut vegetables and
followed Chef Gogh’s instructions.
It was good that these recipes were
easy because I usually do not spend
much time in the kitchen. The guide
and Chef helped until everything
was ready. Chef Gogh brought
everything to the table in plates

Las Vegas Tribune travel columnist Sandy Zimmerman with Chef Gogh, of the Sarojin’s Thai Restaurant.
beautifully decorated with flowers
Our three course lunch included
and leaves.
Yam Nue Yang (grilled beef salThis private luncheon was not a ad), Gaeng Kiew Warn Gai (green
picnic, it was a feast! What a won- chicken curry with eggplant and
derfully romantic idea for couples! coconut milk), Tom Yam Goong

(traditional spicy prawns soup with
roasted chili paste and fragrant
herbs), Khao Suay (steamed jasmine rice), and mixed fresh fruits.
As the owner & Executive Director, Kate Kemp, expressed, ‘I
want to allow our guests to touch
and feel the country. We have our
own team of guides, tours, and
boats, so we can tailor-make a day
or evening just for them inside or
outside the resort.
We like to be compared to staying with a very good friend who
can show them the special places
for the warmest off- the-beatentrack experiences.
You should not feel like a tourist. This special experience if for
all of our guests all of the time,
it does not have to only be for a
honeymoon, anniversary or other
special occasion.
Everyday should be a special
occasion here at the Sarojin. Our

“Imagineer” sits with you and says,
‘What do you want to do tomorrow
or where do you want your table?’
Just think a minute and use your
imagination!”
The Sarojin Thailand Resort is
located in Khao Lak, one hour and a
half drive from the Phuket Airport,
just a one hour flight to Bangkok.
For additional information visit
the websites: info@sarojin.com and
www.sarojin.com.
Talk Show Host/Syndicated
Feature Series Columnist Sandy
Zimmerman is Talk Show Host of
the Las Vegas Today Show television programs and Discover the
Ultimate Vacation television travel
specials both taped “on location in
Las Vegas and around the world.”
Entertainment/Restaurant/Travel
Reviewer. For information, email:
sandyzimm2003@yahoo.com or
call: 702-515-0846.

Page 28 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / April 11-17, 2018

LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE CLASSIFIEDS

To place classified ads in the
Las Vegas Tribune please call
702-426-6022 or 702-426-5902
To place classified
ads in the Las Vegas
Tribune please call
702-426-6022 or
702-426-5902

SPECIAL OFFERS

PERSONALS

Inspire The World
Publish Your Book
Today With
THE MOST RESPECTED
FULL-SERVICE
PUBLISHING FIRM

cf

HEALTH

Call today for your Free Publishing Kit!

800-303-3839

INTERNET/TV OFFERS
OUT WITH CABLE.
IN WITH SAVINGS.

HEARING AID TRIAL!

HOUSING
The support you need to find quality

Get a 100 AT&T Visa® Reward Card
when you sign up for DIRECTV SELECT ™
Package or above.
†

$

45-DAY FREE

W/ 24-mo. agreement. Redemption required.
EARLY TERMINATION FEE OF $20/MO. FOR EACH MONTH REMAINING ON AGMT., $35 ACTIVATION, EQUIP. NON-RETURN & ADD’L FEES APPLY.
New approved residential customers only (equipment lease req’d). Credit card req’d (except MA & PA).

Ask me how to Bundle and save. CALL TODAY!

SENIOR LIVING SOLUTIONS

A Place for Mom has helped over one million families find
senior living solutions that meet their unique needs.

IV SUPPORT HOLDINGS LLC

855-977-8411
†$100 Reward Card for purchase of qualifying DIRECTV SELECT and above; Offer not available in select locations. For new residential customers in the U.S. (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S.V.I.). Residents of select multi-dwelling units are not eligible for this offer. Reward Card: Will be sent letter
with redemption requirements. Redemption req’d w/in 75 days from reward notification mail date. Reward Card delivered within 3-4 weeks after redemption to customers who maintain qualifying service from installation date and through reward fulfillment. Card expires at month-end, 6 mos. after
issuance. No cash access. For cardholder agreement, go to rewardcenter.att.com/myrewardcard/agreement_FSV.pdf. AT&T Reward Card issued by U.S. Bank National Association, pursuant to license from Visa. U.S.A Inc. May not be combined with other promotional offers on same services.
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There’s no cost to you!
CALL (855) 559-1886

✔ Buy direct from

manufacturer
✔ 100% Risk-FREE
45-day home trial
✔ FREE shipping
✔ Payment plans available
✔ Licensed professionals
EE
CALL TOLL-FR
IDAY

! We’re paid by our partner communities

MONDAY-FR

8 AM - 5 PM CT

HEALTH

STARTING AT

$299 PER
AID

1-855-900-7480
Order online:

Promo code:
88-206

www.HHEnow.com/tribune

Are You Still Paying Too Much For Your Medications?
Their Price

$

CrestorTM

914.18
Typical US Brand Price

for 40mg x 100

but I’m never alone.
I have Life Alert.®

Call Toll-free: 844-409-8740

Covered by Medicare and suffering from Back or Knee Pain?

RELIEVE YOUR
PAIN NOW!

Presenting the all new Safe
Step Walk-In Tub featuring
MicroSoothe.® It oxygenates,
softens and exfoliates skin,
turning your bath into a spa-like
experience.

Give your back or knees the
support and relief they need to
reduce your pain

› Fast and Easy Medicare
Approvals
› Free Nationwide Shipping

$1500 OFF when you mention this ad.

1-800-396-4503

Call the number below and save an additional $15 plus get free shipping on your
first prescription order with Canada Drug Center. Expires December 31, 2017.
Offer is valid for prescription orders only and can not be used in conjunction with
any other offers. Valid for new customers only. One time use per household. Use
code 15FREE to receive this special offer.

Use of these services is subject to the Terms of Use and accompanying policies at www.canadadrugcenter.com.

1 Selling Walk-In Tub

Call Today
Toll-Free

Get An Extra $15 Off & Free Shipping On
Your 1st Order!

Please note that we do not carry controlled substances and a valid prescription is required for all prescription medication orders.

NORTH #
AMERICA’S

Print & digital formats • Exciting
illustrations • Sold at major retailers

1-800-973-2606

148

Generic equivalent of CrestorTM
Generic price for for 40mg x 100

1-800-538-9279

Most trusted all-in-one publisher

Call today for your Free
Author Submission Kit!

Rosuvastatin*
$

For a FREE brochure call:

SPECIAL OFFERS
Get Your Book Published With

Our Price

You can save up to 97% when you fill your prescriptions with our
Canadian and International prescription service.

Learn for FREE how a Back or
Knee Brace can help: 888-918-1625

CSLB 983603 F13000002885 13HV08744300

You know your FAMILY. We know SENIOR LIVING.
Together, we will ﬁnd the RIGHT PLACE.
INDEPENDENT LIVING • ASSISTED LIVING • MEMORY CARE
A Place for Mom has helped over a million families find senior living solutions that meet their unique needs. Our
Advisors are trusted, local experts who can help you understand your options. Here’s what’s included with our free service:

A dedicated
local Advisor

Hand-picked list
of communities

Full details
and pricing

Help scheduling
tours

Move in
support

There’s no cost to you!
CALL (855) 559-1886
! We’re paid by our partner communities

Joan Lunden, journalist, best-selling author, former host of Good Morning America & senior living advocate.

