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Sessions fires McCabe from FBI
By Katie Bo Williams
The Hill
Attorney General Jeff Sessions
on Friday fired Andrew McCabe,
the No. 2 official at the FBI and a
longtime target of President Trump.
McCabe’s ouster comes just
days before he was scheduled to
retire on Sunday, after more than
20 years at the bureau. McCabe
had already stepped down under
pressure in January and has been
on a leave of absence since.
In a statement Friday evening,
Sessions said that the FBI’s Office
of Professional Responsibility
and Office of Inspector General
(OIG) had found McCabe made

My Point
of View
By Rolando Larraz

It has been a week of pleasant
surprises during my rounds at the
Regional Justice Center with a blast
from the past when I saw the Honorable Nancy Oesterle presiding
again while substituting for Judge
Ann Zimmerman, to a five-minute
visit with Audrey, the right hand
person for District Attorney Steve
Wolfson, all in one day.
Judge Oesterle became the first
female ever appointed to the court
in its 89-year history when she was
appointed to the bench in 1990 and
I never forget how I met the judge
during her first race for Department
6 after being appointed to that
position.
I was invited to a campaign
fundraising by attorney Michael
Schaffer, who, at the time, was also
running for judge; the fundraising
was for Judge Nancy Oesterle and
Mike introduced me to her, telling
me that “she is a great lady,” “she
is a dynamic judge,” and many
more wonderful things about this
beautiful young blonde lady that
looks more like she’s coming out of
a fashion magazine than a judge’s
chamber.
The first time I had a chance to
say a word — and those who know
Michael Schaffer know how much
he talks and how difficult it is to say
a word — I asked Judge Oesterle
who was challenging her, and she
said “Michael Schaffer,” the same
man who was telling me how wonderful, professional, fair and many
other good things about her.
Of course the popular and wellliked Nancy Oesterle won the
election and became famous for
being the first female judge in Clark
County.
We have maintained a cordial,
but very sincere relationship since
then because I am a sucker for good
judges and I could mention a few,
like the two partners in crime, but I
don’t because I don’t want to damage their reputation by saying that
in my humble opinion this judge
or that judge is a good judge; I am
very well aware that around the
Regional Justice Center I am a pest
and getting a compliment from me
could damage the reputation of any
judge with the exception of those
who don’t give a damn because
they are already retired and do not
have to raise campaign money to
be reelected.
A little more or less with me and
of course the Las Vegas Tribune, I
write what I like to write because I
don’t have an advertiser who tells
me who or what I can write about.
The main effort I make when I
sit at my typewriter (yes, I still do
have a typewriter, even along with
my computer) is to make sure that I
am truthful with my notes and that I
can say what I think, as I always do.
I believe in the First Amendment
and I allow most people to express
their opinion as long as it is an
(See My Point of View, Page 2)

Preseident Donald Trump and Andrew McCabe
an unauthorized disclosure to the occasions.”
news media and “lacked candor —
“Pursuant to Department Order
including under oath — on multiple 1202, and based on the report of

the Inspector General, the findings
of the FBI Office of Professional
Responsibility, and the recommendation of the Department’s senior
career official, I have terminated the
employment of Andrew McCabe
effective immediately,” Sessions
said.
McCabe quickly declared that
his termination and Trump’s needling against him were an effort to
undermine special counsel Robert
Mueller’s investigation, in which he
could be a potential witness.
“The idea that I was dishonest
is just wrong,” McCabe told The
New York Times. “This is part of an
effort to discredit me as a witness.”

McCabe’s dismissal came at
the recommendation of an internal
FBI office that handles disciplinary
matters. According to Times, the
recommendation was based on a
finding from the Justice Department
inspector general that McCabe was
not forthcoming during the review,
which includes an investigation
into a decision he made in 2016 to
allow FBI officials to speak with
reporters about an investigation into
the Clinton Foundation.
The exact details of the allegations against McCabe remain
unclear.
It is also unclear why the in(McCabe Fired, See Page 3)

Two different approaches
to Internet provider access
By Thomas Mitchell
When boiled down to its essence, the key difference between
the two major political parties is
this: Democrats believe government is the solution. Republicans
believe government is the problem.
This difference is on display
with bills being pushed by two
Nevada senatorial candidates —
incumbent Republican Dean Heller
and challenger Jacky Rosen, currently a freshman congresswoman.
Rosen recently introduced legislation that would reinstate the
Obama administration’s 2015 net
neutrality rule, which gave the Federal Communications Commission
sweeping powers to micromanage
the internet. The FCC recently vot-

Fiber optic cables.

ed 3-2 to remove that rule, saying
itwas stifling internet innovation.
“This administration’s reckless
decision to repeal net neutrality
gives internet service providers
the ability to stack the deck against
Nevada’s hardworking families
and small businesses who could be
forced to pay more to connect to an
internet with slower speeds,” Rosen
said in a press release following
the introduction of her bill. “This
resolution would reverse the FCC’s
misguided ruling, which places
large corporate profits ahead of
people, and restore access to a free
and open internet for Nevadans.”
Actually, according to The Wall
Street Journal, the rule created un(Internet Access, See Page 4)

Majority Whip Steve Scalise

Neither Scalise nor McCarthy wants any daylight between
themselves and Trump in the event
Speaker Paul Ryan (R-Wis.) calls it
quits after the November midterm
elections.
“I agree with the many others
who have called for the appointment of an additional special counsel,” Scalise said in a statement
Monday.
“We need a second special counsel,” McCarthy told Fox News on
Saturday.
Ryan and Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) have
not endorsed the idea of a second
probe nor criticized special counsel
Robert Mueller’s investigation,
despite growing calls from rankand-file members.
(Second Counsel, See Page 6)

GOP leaders supporting
second special counsel

By Scott Wong
and Melanie Zanona
The Hill
House GOP leaders are starting
to come out in strong support of a
second special counsel to investigate conservative allegations of
bias and abuse at the FBI.
Majority Whip Steve Scalise
(R-La.) said Monday he backs the
appointment of another special
counsel to look at how law enforcement has handled the Russia
probe. Scalise’s statement echoed
similar calls from Majority Leader
Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.) over
the weekend.
The moves align the No. 2 and
No. 3 House GOP leaders with
President Trump, who could be a
factor in a future leadership race
between the two friendly rivals.

Forced speech is
not free speech
By Thomas Mitchell
On Tuesday the U.S. Supreme
Court will hear a case — NIFLA v.
Becerra — that could answer the
question of whether forcing speech
on professionals is a violation of the
free speech guaranteed by the First
Amendment.
NIFLA is the National Institute
of Family and Life Adcovocates,
which gives legal advice to pro-life
pregnancy centers, and Becerra is
Xavier Becerra, the attorney general of California.
At issue is a California law,
called the Reproductive FACT
Act, that requires “crisis pregnancy
centers” to post notices encouraging women to contact the state to
receive information on free or lowcost abortions — forced speech.
According to a synopsis of the

case posted the high court website: “The Act also burdens prolife religious unlicensed centers’
speech by requiring them to place
extensive disclaimers in large fonts
and in as many as 13 languages
in their ads, which significantly
burdens their ability to advertise.
But the Act exempts most other
licensed medical and unlicensed
non-medical facilities, such as
abortion providers, hospitals, and
other healthcare facilities, as well
as federal health care providers. The
(Free Speech, See Page 5)

Early Voting For Las Vegas
Ward 5 Special Election
Begins March 22
Early voting for the Las Vegas Ward 5 Special Election will be
March 22 and 23 at three locations. The election will determine a
new Ward 5 representative for the City Council and is scheduled for
March 27.
Early voting sites for March 22 and 23 include:
Las Vegas City Hall City Clerk’s Office
495 S. Main St., second floor
7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Doolittle Community Center
1900 N. J St.
9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Las Vegas Athletic Club
1725 N. Rainbow Blvd. (parking lot trailer)
8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Election Day voting will be March 27 from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., with
registered Ward 5 voters able to cast a ballot at City Hall; Doolittle
Community Center; Tobler Elementary School, 6510 W. Buckskin
Ave.; and Culley Elementary School, 1200 N. Mallard St.
For more information about the election,
visit www.lasvegasnevada.gov/elections.

Page 2 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / March 21-28, 2018

GOP leaders see finish line on omnibus deal
By Mike Lillis,
Melanie Zanona, Scott Wong
and Niv Elis
The Hill
House GOP leaders said they’re
putting the finishing touches on
an enormous 2018 spending bill,
predicting the few remaining snags
will be ironed out as early as Monday night.
Finalizing a bipartisan omnibus
agreement would set the stage for
both chambers to vote on the $1.2
trillion package before Friday,
when government funding is scheduled to expire.
“We’re in good shape. … We’re
really at the very highest levels
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Rep. Tom Cole (R-Okla.)
now [and] I think most of these
issues are settled,” Rep. Tom Cole
(R-Okla.), a senior appropriator,
said Monday evening as he left a
GOP conference meeting in the
basement of the Capitol.
“They’re scrambling, working
really hard to try to get them done
so they can file tonight, or tomorrow at the latest.”

House Majority Leader Kevin
McCarthy (R-Calif.) said the Republicans would adhere to their
internal 72-hour rule — stipulating
that legislation must be introduced
three days ahead of a floor vote —
regardless of when the bill officially
emerges.
“If it’s able to be filed by before
midnight tonight, we’ll vote on it
Wednesday. If not, we’ll vote on it
Thursday,” McCarthy said.
The last-minute negotiations
come after weeks of bipartisan
talks over the mammoth package
to fund the government through the
remainder of the fiscal year, which
ends Oct. 1. The negotiations had
been hindered by scores of contentious partisan “riders,” any one of
which had threatened to derail the
entire package.
While the package has not been
finalized — and some provisions
remain in flux — the negotiators
appear to have winnowed the pos-

sible “poison pills” down to just a
handful.
Catering to their own conference, GOP leaders rejected a
Democratic entreaty to fund certain ObamaCare subsidies granted
to insurance companies serving
low-income patients. Conservative
Republicans had insisted that any
such provision be accompanied
by so-called “Hyde amendment”
language, which prevents federal
funding of abortion services — a
demand GOP leaders met to prevent
Republican defections.
At Monday’s GOP conference
meeting, some Republicans erupted
into cheers and applause when leaders announced that they would hold
the line and insist Hyde language
be attached to any new ObamaCare
payments, according to a person in
the room.
Republican leaders also appear
to have yanked a contentious online
sales tax provision. Championed by

GOP Rep. Kristi Noem (S.D.), the
amendment would allow states to
collect sales tax from out-of-state
online retailers — a change some
conservatives have warned will hurt
small online businesses.
Rep. Bill Shuster (R-Pa.), chairman of the House Transportation
Committee, said a short extension
for funding of the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) is likely a
part of the final package. Without
congressional action, FAA funds
would expire at the end of March.
Several policy riders remain
in play, according to numerous
lawmakers and aides. Among that
short list is whether to include
funding for the Gateway project,
a commuter rail tunnel connecting
New York and New Jersey beneath
the Hudson River. The funding is
favored by regional lawmakers,
including Senate Minority Leader
Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.), but
(Spending Bill, See Page 7)

(Continued from Page 1)
educated and responsible opinion,
and I expect people to do the same
for me, by allowing me to write and
express my opinion freely in the
same newspaper in which they may
have expressed theirs, and which
I paid, maintained, and supported
with my own money to be able to
allow them to have a voice.
We are a nonprofit newspaper
because our paid advertising is
scant, and we don’t make money
due to the fact that high power politicians do not allow their supporters to advertise in our newspaper,
because campaign managers tell
the few followers they may have

that “No one reads the Las Vegas
Tribune,” despite the fact that every week we have many calls from
people that like us or hate us.
We are not a non-profit (c1)
because no one donates to this
newspaper. I would not be able
to live with myself if I was not
allowed to write whatever I wanted to write in my own opinion. It
would be despicable if a $400,000
donor made a mistake and I would
not be able to write my own point
of view. Or if some donor wanted
to make a much smaller donation
such as $5,000, but who would
only take that money from a client
in the county jail who insists that he

is innocent (and is), yet is told that
he should just “plead guilty and get
it over with,” without any remorse,
I don’t want his money.
Leave me broke, but leave me
free, leave me the option to express
my opinion or my feelings as bad or
as wrong as they might be.
I am glad I am able to sit in front
of my IBM typewriter and put my
thoughts on a piece of white paper
that later, one or two people (if that
many) are able to read and edit
whatever I wrote.
I can go home and put my big
head on my pillow (no pun intended) and be able to rest all night
without having any remorse for my

actions that day.
Every morning when I get up I
look at the skies from my balcony
and say good morning to the Lord,
thanking Him for allowing me to
live in this wonderful nation and
asking for His Blessings.
My name is Rolando Larraz, and
as always, I approved this column.
*****
Rolando Larraz is Editor in
Chief of the Las Vegas Tribune.
His column appears weekly in this
newspaper. To contact Rolando
Larraz, email him at: Rlarraz@
lasvegastribune.com or at 702272-4634.
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Quote of the Week:

“Little minds are tamed
and subdued by
misfortune; but great
minds rise above them.”
—Washington Irving
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GOP pushes for ‘phase two’ of tax cuts

By Naomi Jagoda
The Hill
Republicans are increasingly talking about
“phase two” of tax cuts — including a permanent extension of the new law’s individual
tax cuts — in an effort to highlight their signature legislative accomplishment and force
Democrats to take tough votes.
While Republicans could struggle to pass
another tax bill this year, conservatives said
that an effort to cement the new individual
rates would be both smart policy and smart
politics.
“I am 100 percent behind that and would
support it and even help promote it,” said
Rep. Mark Walker (R-N.C.), chairman of the
conservative Republican Study Committee.
President Trump and some key lawmakers
have made comments in recent weeks about
pursuing additional tax cuts following the
enactment of the GOP’s tax-overhaul bill
last year.
“We’re actually going for a phase two,
which will help in addition to the middle
class, will help companies, and it’s going to
be something I think very special,” Trump
said at an event in Missouri on Wednesday.
The same day, House Ways and Means
Committee Chairman Kevin Brady (R-Texas)
said he plans to release new proposals “this
year.”
“We are exploring what good new ideas
can be brought forward in tax reform,” he said
on Fox Business Network’s “Varney & Co.”
It’s unclear what the exact contents or
timing of another tax package would be,
but lawmakers and administration officials
have signaled that it would likely include
a permanent extension of the new tax law’s
cuts for individuals.
“It will lead with permanence,” Brady
told Fox Business Friday. “The tax cuts for
families and small businesses were long term,
but they weren’t permanent. We think that’s
important for growth and certainty.”

McCabe Fired

(Continued from Page 1)
spector general, Michael Horowitz,
chose to act on his findings regarding McCabe before closing the
overall investigation into decisions
made during the 2016 election.
Horowitz has said publicly that
he expects to issue his final report
this spring.
A spokeswoman for the Justice
Department told The Hill that
the agency couldn’t comment on
whether the decision would strip
McCabe of his FBI pension.
The Times reported earlier this
week that McCabe’s retirement was
set to go into effect Sunday and his
firing could jeopardize his pension
as a 21-year veteran of the FBI.
In a lengthy statement, McCabe
blasted his firing, which he claimed
was an attempt to destroy his reputation and career in the wake of
what he witnessed at the Justice
Department surrounding former
FBI Director James Comey’s firing
last year.
“Here is the reality: I am being
singled out and treated this way
because of the role I played, the
actions I took, and the events I witnessed in the aftermath of the firing
of James Comey,” McCabe wrote.
“The OIG’s focus on me and this

He also said he wants to make tax changes
that encourage people to save for retirement.
The tax law Trump signed in December
permanently lowered the corporate tax rate
from 35 percent to 21 percent. But most of
the changes the law made to the individual tax
code, including rate cuts, expire after 2025.
The tax cuts for individuals were made
temporary in order for the bill to comply with
the budget reconciliation rules Republicans
were using to pass the measure with only a
simple majority in the Senate. Under those
rules, the law could not add to the deficit
outside of the 10-year budget window.
Republicans are unlikely to adopt a budget
resolution with reconciliation instructions
this year, so they would need 60 votes in the
Senate to pass a second tax bill. The GOP
only holds 51 seats, and it could be difficult

report became part of an unprecedented effort by the Administration,
driven by the President himself,
to remove me from my position,
destroy my reputation, and possibly
strip me of a pension that I worked
21 years to earn,” he wrote.
McCabe’s dismissal is another indication of the increasingly
bitter politics surrounding the federal investigation into the Trump
campaign and Russia. As deputy
director, McCabe was integrally
involved in both the bureau’s investigation into former Secretary of
State Hillary Clinton’s email server
and the Russia probe.
A longtime target of the right
thanks to political donations his
wife accepted from a Clinton ally,
McCabe has drawn the president’s
ire in recent months.
Trump goaded Sessions into
dismissing McCabe, tweeting in
July, “Why didn’t A.G. Sessions replace Acting FBI Director Andrew
McCabe, a Comey friend who was
in charge of Clinton investigation?”
Press secretary Sarah Huckabee
Sanders on Thursday insisted that
the determination whether to fire
McCabe would be left up to Sessions, but called the career civil
servant a “bad actor.”

to get nine Senate Democrats on board with
another tax bill.
No Democrat voted for the tax bill last
year, citing its large benefits for the wealthy
and its impact on the national debt. Top
Senate Democrats unveiled a proposal earlier
this month to roll back some of the tax cuts,
including the lower top individual rate, in
order to pay for infrastructure investments.
Some Democratic lawmakers have already
raised concerns about plans for additional tax
cuts. Rep. Lloyd Doggett (D-Texas), a senior
member of the Ways and Means Committee,
said at a recent hearing that additional tax
cuts that aren’t paid for “will make this [debt]
situation even worse.”
Still, some Republicans said they think
they could get enough Democrats to pass
legislation cementing the individual tax cuts.

“We do think it is well documented that he has had some very
troubling behavior and by most
accounts is a bad actor and should
have some cause for concern,” she
told reporters.
As a career agent, McCabe cannot be fired without just cause of
wrongdoing, and the president in
theory has no direct say in such a
dismissal, as he does with a political
appointee.
But the decision is nevertheless
almost certain to be controversial
in light of Trump’s longstanding ire
against the deputy director.
McCabe had been in GOP crosshairs since the 2016 election, over
what Republicans have characterized as a conflict of interest in
the Clinton probe. His wife, Jill
McCabe, accepted almost $500,000
in political donations from a group
affiliated with then-Virginia Gov.
Terry McAuliffe (D), a close Clinton ally, during her run for state
Senate.
“How can FBI Deputy Director Andrew McCabe, the man in
charge, along with leakin’ James
Comey, of the Phony Hillary Clinton investigation (including her
33,000 illegally deleted emails)
be given $700,000 for wife’s cam-
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They noted that many Democratic lawmakers complained that last year’s law included
temporary cuts for individuals while making
a permanent cut to the corporate rate.
“Democrats said all the time that these tax
cuts should have been permanent, so I would
expect them to support that legislation,”
Walker told The Hill.
Conservatives see a vote on the individual
tax cuts as a win-win: Either the legislation
passes and Republicans get a victory on policy, or Democrats are forced to go on the record on the tax cuts in order to defeat the bill.
Ten Senate Democrats are up for reelection
this year in states that Trump carried in 2016.
“Getting Democrats on the record is
always a good idea when Republicans are
pushing their agenda,” said Andy Roth, vice
president of government affairs at the Club
for Growth.
Jason Pye, vice president of legislative
affairs at FreedomWorks, said that if Senate
Democrats don’t vote for permanent individual tax cuts, “it puts them in the corner
of [House Minority Leader] Nancy Pelosi
[D-Calif.], who said dumb things about the
tax cuts.”
Conservatives also view it as beneficial
for Republicans to keep pushing forward on
taxes, noting that the tax measure has become
more popular since it was enacted.
“I think this is a good opportunity to build
on that success and build on that popularity,”
said Americans for Prosperity federal affairs
director Mary Kate Hopkins.
Doug Heye, a former Republican National
Committee spokesman, said that a push for
more tax cuts would keep Republicans on
the offense instead of forcing them to play
defense on the White House crisis of the day.
“I think everything about this move would
be positive,” he said.
Bills focused on cementing the individual
tax cuts have already been introduced in the
(See Phase Two, Page 5)

paign by Clinton Puppets during
investigation?” Trump tweeted in
December.
According to documents released by the FBI in November,
McCabe recused himself from state
corruption cases in Virginia as a
result of his wife’s candidacy. He
was not warned by bureau officials
to step back from the Clinton investigation, however, when it began a
few months later.
McCabe was then the assistant
director in charge of the Washington field office, according to the
bureau, and he “provided personnel
resources” to the email investigation in its early stages.
But he “was not told what the
investigation was about” until he
was appointed deputy director in
2016 — months after the Virginia

election had concluded, the documents state. His abrupt resignation
in January was met with glee from
conservatives, some of whom said
it was long overdue.
“The news that FBI Deputy Director Andrew McCabe is stepping
down is a step forward,” Rep. Matt
Gaetz (R-Fla.) said in a statement
at the time. “I will continue fighting
on behalf of the American people
to expose and eradicate corruption
within the FBI and Department of
Justice.”
Democrats have accused the
president of trying to improperly
influence law enforcement and
say his longstanding aggression
towards McCabe and other Justice
Department officials could help
Mueller build an obstruction of
justice case against him.
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Democratic leaders pull back from
the hard-line immigration demand

By Mike Lillis
The Hill
Democratic leaders are backing
off of their demand that “Dreamer”
protections be a part of the 2018
budget negotiations.
While House Minority Leader
Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) and other
Democratic leaders had hinged
their support for last month’s budget caps deal on a commitment
from Republicans to consider
legislation salvaging the Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals
(DACA) program, they’ve signaled
they won’t hold a similar line heading into next week’s expected vote
on an omnibus spending bill.
The apparent change in strategy
has angered immigrant rights advocates in and out of Congress, who
want the minority Democrats to use
their rare leverage on the omnibus
government funding package —
among the last must-pass bills of
the year — to secure protections
for the hundreds of thousands of
young immigrants who came to the
country illegally as children.
“We need a budget or spending
measure that includes the Dream
Act. Punto,” Rep. Luis Gutiérrez
(D-Ill.) said last week.
Democratic leaders have kept
the rhetorical heat on Republicans
to stage a DACA vote, using every opportunity to press Speaker
Paul Ryan (R-Wis.) to bring the
issue to the floor. But after Senate
Democrats were blamed for a brief
government shutdown over DACA
in January — and with Republicans
likely needing scores of Democratic
votes to pass the omnibus — House
leaders are not insisting that such a
commitment accompany the 2018
spending package.

Instead, Democratic leaders
want appropriators in both parties
to drop all contentious “riders” for
the sake of easing passage of the
omnibus and preventing a government shutdown ahead of March 23,
when funding expires.
“I think that’s probably the best
policy for us to do,” said Rep. Steny
Hoyer (Md.), the Democratic whip.
“It’s also politically the most feasible way to get an omnibus passed.”
Hoyer suggested the Democrats’
most effective tool in moving the
Republicans to act on DACA is
not withholding omnibus votes, but
rousing pressure from the public,
which polls show is overwhelmingly opposed to deporting the
Dreamers, young undocumented
immigrants brought to the country
as minors.

“Our best leverage is 90 percent of the American people — 87
percent — think this ought to be
done,” he said.
Rep. David Cicilline (R.I.), a
co-chairman of the Democrats’
messaging arm, offered a slightly
different assessment, predicting
the only force likely to move GOP
leaders on DACA is pressure from
within their own conference.
“The only likely scenario is that
the Republican members of Congress who claim that they support
the Dream Act put pressure on the
Speaker to say we need to take
some action on this,” he said.
Yet Cicilline also acknowledged
that Democrats have a unique opportunity to seek concessions on the
omnibus, suggesting they should
use it to force action on DACA.

“There are many of us who think
we have to use these moments when
the Republicans need Democratic
votes on an important piece of
legislation to demand that some of
our priorities be met,” he said. “And
this is one of them.”
In dismantling the Obama-era
DACA program last year, President
Trump gave Congress until March
5 to come up with a legislative
fix. Since then, a federal court
has forced Trump to continue the
program — a ruling the Supreme
Court declined to consider — eliminating some of the urgency facing
Congress.
“There’s not a whole lot of
reason to negotiate — to do anything that is not already covered
by the court decision,” Pelosi said
Thursday.

“It is necessary for us to pass
[the omnibus] to defend our country, to invest in our children’s future, to keep America number one
in every respect, to do so in a way
that creates jobs,” she added.
The strategy marks a shift from
the debate over the caps deal just a
few weeks ago, when Democratic
leaders took a dramatic stand in
opposing the budget bill to protest
the Republicans’ continued inaction
on DACA. The day before the vote,
Pelosi commandeered the chamber
floor with a marathon eight-hour
speech designed to highlight the
Republicans’ refusal to take up
any DACA legislation. The next
day, 118 Democrats joined her in
opposing a measure that many later
hailed as a domestic-policy victory.
The strategic shift hasn’t been
overlooked by many liberal Democrats, particularly members of the
Congressional Hispanic Caucus,
who continue to press party leaders
to take a stronger stand on DACA as
part of the omnibus debate.
Last week, a group of 84 House
Democrats penned a letter to leaders of both parties urging inclusion
of the Dreamer protections in the
mammoth 2018 spending bill.
“Congress is long overdue in
acting on this issue, and the failure
to pass the Dream Act has resulted
in countless lives put in peril,” the
letter reads.
Rep. Peter Aguilar (D-Calif.),
who opposed a string of recent
budget bills to protest the absence
of a DACA commitment, lamented
the continued inaction.
“This is a big enough issue that
we have to say, ‘It has to be solved,’
” he said.
(See Immigration, Page 5)

(Continued from Page 1)
certainty about what the FCC would
allow and thus throttled investment
in new technology, because it prohibited “paid prioritization,” under
which bandwidth hogs, such as
video streaming companies, could
have opted out of heavy traffic
and switched to a toll road, just as
occurs on congested highways. The
newspaper said both content providers and consumers would benefit
from increased investment in faster
wireless and fiber technology in the
free market.
The Journal noted that the new
FCC rules “would require that
broadband providers disclose discriminatory practices. Thus cable
companies would have to be transparent if they throttle content when
users reach a data cap or if they

speed up live sports programming.
Consumers can choose broadband
providers and plans accordingly.”
Additionally, the Federal Trade
Commission would still have authority to police predatory and monopolistic practices as it had prior to
the net neutrality power grab.
In an opinion article penned for
the online news service The Nevada
Independent, Rosen made the specious argument, “Nevada families
should not be forced to pay more
for slower Internet because big telecommunications corporations want
to increase their profits,” showing
the customary Democratic disdain for profits. She also claimed,
“Without net neutrality, rural communities, who are often limited to
only one Internet service provider,
could find themselves at the mercy

of a single provider,” ignoring the
fact that curbing profits ensures the
continuation of such monopolies.
As for rural communities, Heller
has offered a bill that would help
cut through the thicket of government bureaucracy to actually speed
up private internet investment, innovation and construction. Noting
85 percent of the land in Nevada is
controlled by various federal land
agencies, Heller’s bill would create
a 270-day clock for the Interior
Department and the Forest Service
to approve or deny applications
for easements or rights-of-way
across federal land for broadband
infrastructure projects. If the federal
agencies miss the deadline, the application is deemed approved. If the
application is denied, the agency
must explain the reason for denial.

The bill further requires the
federal agencies to establish regulations within one year that reflect
a streamlined, consistent, and
standardized process for application
review.
“Access to high-speed broadband is a pillar of economic growth
in the U.S., yet Nevada’s rural
communities continue to lag behind because bureaucratic red tape
prevents expansion of broadband
infrastructure,” Heller said in a
press release.
“Given that nearly 85 percent
of Nevada is owned by the federal
government, many applications to
deploy broadband on federal lands
remain stalled in a lengthy interagency approval process. From Ely
to Pahrump, I continue to hear that
this bureaucratic hurdle is stifling

innovation and job creation in our
rural communities.”
Asked via email for comment on
this topic, Heller’s Republican primary challenger Danny Tarkanian
replied, “Overall, I believe in the
most freedom-centered version of
the internet possible. Technology,
on the whole and more specifically
the internet, are a boon to democracy and have done more to lend a
voice to the people than just about
any modern invention. Keeping
the internet as an instrument of
free-communication as well as of
commerce are essential to the cause
of liberty.”
Tarkanian added that he opposes
any regulation that allows carriers
to restrict access or create false tiers
with which to charge customers
increased rates for service.

Internet Access
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Trump presses GOP to change Senate rules

By Alexander Bolton
The Hill
The Trump administration is
putting pressure on Senate Republicans to crack down on Democratic
efforts to delay its agenda, fueling
talk about the need for rules reform
among Republicans on Capitol Hill.
Republicans are in discussions
with Democrats about bipartisan
changes to Senate rules to speed up
consideration of President Trump’s
judicial and executive branch nominees, but if that effort flounders
— as similar ones have in the past
— they’re not ruling out unilateral
action.
White House patience with
the Senate’s backlog of nominees
is wearing out, as Vice President
Pence made clear during a private
meeting with the Senate Republican
Conference on Tuesday, according
to lawmakers who attended the
discussion.
White House legislative affairs
director Marc Short on Friday
accused Senate Minority Leader
Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.) of
“weaponizing” the rules to keep
executive and judicial branch positions vacant.
Short noted that Democrats have
required Republicans to hold 79
cloture votes on nominees during
Trump’s first 14 months in office.
“That’s roughly five times the
number of the last four administrations combined,” he said.
A cloture vote ends dilatory
action on a bill or nominee and
is often used to end filibusters. It
requires 60 votes to pass.
During the first 14 months of
the past four administrations — a
span of 56 months under Presidents
Obama, George W. Bush, Clinton
and George H.W. Bush — the Senate held 17 such votes, according
to Short.
He promised that Trump would
begin to speak out aggressively in
response to what he called “historic
obstruction.”
“I think that perhaps I’m a

warm-up act for him making a
larger foray into this,” Short told
reporters. He said Trump would
“make his case to the American
people that the objection has gotten
ridiculous.”
A spokesman for Schumer on
Friday blamed the administration
and Senate Republicans for the
backlog of nominees.
“This administration has been
historically slow in submitting
nominations and has withdrawn
more nominees in the first year
than any of the past four administrations,” said the Schumer aide.
The Democratic aide also noted
there are currently 145 nominees
awaiting action from Republican-controlled committees.
Trump has withdrawn more than
20 nominees and failed to submit
nominations for State Department
posts such as the ambassadorships
for Cuba, Egypt, Honduras, Iceland, Ireland, Saudi Arabia, South
Africa and Sweden.
Senate Republicans are reaching
out to Democrats in hopes they
might agree to changing the Senate
rules to shorten the amount of time
it takes to process nominees.
Sen. James Lankford (R-Okla.)
is spearheading that effort.

(Continued from Page 1)
Ninth Circuit candidly admits that
it upheld the Act amidst a ‘circuit
split’ with decisions by the Second
and Fourth Circuits over how to
scrutinize regulations of speech by
medical professionals on controversial health issues. The ruling also
conflicts with a recent decision by
the Eleventh Circuit.”
The question before the court is:
“Whether the Free Speech Clause or
the Free Exercise Clause of the First
Amendment prohibits California
from compelling licensed pro-life
centers to post information on how
to obtain a state-funded abortion
and from compelling unlicensed
pro-life centers to disseminate a
disclaimer to clients on site and in
any print and digital advertising.”
In an amicus brief filed on behalf
of the Cato Institute Ilya Shapiro
argues that the law clearly is a free
speech violation due to requiring
certain content.
Shapiro writes, “The Act’s requirements are both facially content-based — because they compel
speech — and discriminate based
on viewpoints. Both aspects require
strict scrutiny, which the disclosure requirements cannot survive
because (1) ex-emptions to the
disclosure requirements illustrate
that they are underinclusive, and
(2) any number of other methods
for distributing the same information would not impose significant
burdens on speech.”
Whatever one’s stance on the
issue of abortion is irrelevant.

This is clearly a free speech issue
because it dictates the content of
one’s speech, no matter the beliefs,
knowledge and conscience of the
speaker.
Shapiro reminds the court that it
previously has rejected mandated
recitation of selective facts, explaining, that “either form of compulsion burdens protected speech.
Thus, we would not immunize a
law requiring a speaker favoring
a particular government project
to state at the outset of every address the average cost overruns in
similar projects, or a law requiring
a speaker favoring an incumbent
candidate to state during every
solicitation that candidate’s recent
travel budget.”
Shapiro then goes on to cite an
example of the “truthful” speech
that could be compelled if the California law is upheld:
Could a state have required physicians to tell any pregnant patient
without health insurance who was
contemplating an abortion that she
should vote for Barack Obama in
the 2012 presidential race if she
was concerned about getting access to low-cost health insurance
for herself and her unborn child
through a state health-insurance
exchange? This statement is truthful, non-misleading, and relevant
to the patient’s medical decision.
If the state wishes to to convey
its message about abortion availability it has numerous ways to do
so without forcing certain people to
be the conduit for it.

Free Speech
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“We’re desperately behind on
judges and noms,” Lankford told
The Hill. “We’ve had a cloture vote
80 times. That’s more than the last
four presidents combined.”
A Republican aide said Lankford
“has had some positive private
conversations about this with Democrats, many of who realize that this
trend is really, really bad.”
But such bipartisan efforts have
fallen short in the past, prompting
speculation among some GOP
senators that changing the rules
with 51 votes — a controversial
tactic known as the “nuclear option” — may be the only way to get
something done.
“We need to reduce the amount
of post-cloture time for nominees.
The amount of time we now spend
is ridiculous,” said one GOP senator who requested anonymity to
discuss Tuesday’s conversation
with Pence.
Senate rules require 30 hours to
elapse on the floor once the Senate
votes to end dilatory debate on a
nominee, which empowers the minority party to eat up the calendar
by refusing to yield back time.
The use of the nuclear option
— which Senate Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) employed last year to eliminate the
Democrats’ power to filibuster

then-Supreme Court nominee Neil
Gorsuch — wouldn’t likely happen
until the next Congress.
Republicans control only
51 seats and Sen. John McCain
(R-Ariz.), who is undergoing treatment for brain cancer, hasn’t voted
since early December, reducing
their effective majority to 50.
A single GOP defection would
scuttle any attempt to change Senate precedent through a ruling of the
chair, which needs to be sustained
by a majority vote.

Republicans, however, hope to
expand their majority. Sen. Cory
Gardner (R-Colo.), chairman of
the National Republican Senatorial
Committee, pointed to an Axios
poll this week showing that if the
election were held today, Republicans could capture as many as five
Democratic-held seats.
In a Wall Street Journal op-ed
published in August, Lankford
argued for shrinking the amount of
time required to elapse after cloture
has been filed on executive nominees from 30 hours to eight or less.
He pointed out that the Senate
adopted this expedited process for a
short time in 2013 under then-Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid
(D-Nev.), who also invoked the nuclear option to eliminate filibusters
for executive branch nominees and
judicial nominees below the level of
the Supreme Court.
“It worked then and it would
work now,” Lankford said.
There is strong support among
junior Republican senators for
changing the rules.
“The intention of the original
filibuster and cloture was to allow
for extended debate of issues, not
for obstruction of a party’s administration by delaying of nominee
(See Senate Rules, Page 5)

(Continued from Page 4)
Still, even the most ardent
DACA supporters acknowledge
that the political winds have shifted, in part because of the court’s
intervention, political concerns
related to the encroaching midterm
elections and the mass shooting
in Florida that’s turned the public
gaze — if temporarily — toward
gun reform.
With that in mind, some of the
letter’s signatories said the more realistic goal is not forcing action on
DACA, but preventing Republicans
from using the omnibus to fund
Trump’s promised border wall and
tougher immigration enforcement
provisions being pushed by House
Judiciary Committee Chairman

Bob Goodlatte (R-Va.).
“The point to concentrate on
is: the wall and Goodlatte stuff is
a non-starter,” said Rep. Raúl Grijalva (D-Ariz.).
Rep. Michelle Lujan Grisham
(D-N.M.), chairwoman of the Congressional Hispanic Caucus, said
the letter serves a dual purpose. To
Democratic leaders, it’s designed
to send a message that the Hispanic
Caucus expects the party brass to
keep pressing the issue with Republicans. And to Republican leaders,
it’s aimed at delivering a warning
that Hispanic voters will hold the
GOP accountable for Congress’s
inaction in November’s midterms.
“It’s both,” she said. “We haven’t moved one iota.”

(Continued from Page 5)
House and Senate.
A bill Rep. Rodney Davis (R-Ill.)
introduced in January to make tax
cuts for individuals and passthrough businesses permanent has
58 co-sponsors, including House
Freedom Caucus Chairman Mark
Meadows (R-N.C.). Meadows said
he expects a vote on the measure
around the time of the April tax-filing deadline.
On the Senate side, Sen. Ted
Cruz (R-Texas) has offered legislation that would specifically cement
the new tax law’s individual rates.

Besides making the individual
tax cuts permanent, conservatives
also said they would hope a second
tax bill would lower capital gains
taxes, which people pay when they
sell investments.
Republicans have long wanted
to lower capital gains taxes, but
they were largely left untouched in
the new tax law.
White House principal deputy
press secretary Raj Shah told Fox
Business’s Maria Bartiromo Thursday that Trump and Brady have
talked about potentially lowering
the capital gains rate.

Conservatives have also argued
that the Treasury Department could
take executive action to index capital gains taxes to inflation, a move
that has been supported by incoming National Economic Council
director Larry Kudlow. They argue
that Kudlow’s new job will boost
those efforts.
“Kudlow getting this job is a big
step forward both for all marginal
rate efforts but also for the reform
of taxation of capital gains so that
we don’t tax inflation, we only tax
real gains,” said Americans for Tax
Reform President Grover Norquist.

Phase Two
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Congress may pass background
check legislation in funding bill
By Melanie Zanona
The Hill
Congress is considering attaching a narrow background check
bill for gun purchases to a mustpass government funding package
before the end of the week, as
thousands of high school students
are set to congregate Saturday in
Washington for the March for Our
Lives calling for an end to gun
violence.
Speaker Paul Ryan (R-Wis.) on
Tuesday said leadership was actively talking to members about adding
the background legislation, shortly
after news broke of a new school
shooting on Tuesday morning in
Maryland.
“That’s something we’re discussing with our colleagues,”
Ryan told reporters in the Capitol,
referring to the bipartisan Fix NICS
(National Instant Criminal Background System) Act.
“I think we should do Fix NICS.
I agree with Fix NICS,” Ryan
added. “That’s something we’re
discussing with our friends on the
other side of the aisle.”
The House already approved the

Speaker of the House Paul Ryan (R-Wis.)
background check bill in DecemThe Senate’s stand-alone Fix
ber, but paired the measure with NICS bill, backed by Majority
controversial legislation that allows Whip John Cornyn (R-Texas), now
people with concealed weapons to has more than 70 co-sponsors in
the Senate.
take them across state lines.
“Cornyn’s version is not preferaGun rights supporters generally
ble
for the House side … for whatback the Fix NICS bill, but it would
ever
reason the Senate — it doesn’t
be a disappointment to the National
look
like they are going to keep
Rifle Association (NRA) and con[concealed
carry] in there. Which
servatives if that bill was separated
is
a
frustrating
place” to be in,
from the concealed carry legislasaid
Rep.
Mark
Walker
(R-N.C.),
tion, which is a top NRA priority.
chairman of the Republican Study
Committee. “Fix NICS, a lot of us
don’t have a major problem with
(Continued from Page 5)
that. We wanted to see it the way
votes, so Sen. Perdue would like to see these rules changed,” said Caroline the House passed it.”
Vanvick, a spokeswoman for Sen. David Perdue (R-Ga.).
A spokeswoman for the NRA
Democrats argue that Republicans slow-walked Obama’s nominees noted that the gun group supported
once they gained control of the Senate.
Fix NICS even before it was tacked
Senate Republicans forced cloture votes on 168 of Obama’s nominees on to concealed carry legislation.
in 2015 and 2016, even though 62 of those nominees were later confirmed
House conservatives say GOP
unanimously or by voice vote.
leaders promised them that the two
Democrats also argue that McConnell broke Senate tradition under issues would not be delinked. But
Obama by holding up his nominee to the Supreme Court, Judge Merrick many conservatives already aren’t
voting for the omnibus spending
Garland, for 10 months, until Trump took office.
bill for other reasons, so Republican
The action left the high court shorthanded for most of 2016.

Senate Rules

Second Counsel
(Continued from Page 1)
Ryan spokeswoman AshLee
Strong did not respond to questions
about other GOP leaders calling for
another special counsel, but said
Ryan continues to back Mueller’s
investigation.
“As the Speaker has always said,
Mr. Mueller and his team should be
able to do their job,” Strong said in
a statement.
McConnell has not publicly
weighed in on the issue, and a
spokesman did not return a request
for comment.
The creation of a second special
counsel would almost certainly
muddy the waters surrounding
Mueller’s investigation and could
undermine it by raising questions
about his evidence. At the same
time, it could chill suggestions that
Mueller should be fired by Trump, a
maneuver many Republicans see as
a huge political risk and the White
House insists is not in play.
Democrats argue the creation
of a second investigation would
be a smokescreen designed to shift
criticism toward 2016 Democratic
presidential candidate Hillary Clinton, whom Trump has repeatedly
blamed for the instigation of the
probe.
“The Mueller probe should never have been started in that there
was no collusion and there was no

crime,” Trump tweeted on Saturday
in a message notable for calling
Mueller out by name.
“It was based on fraudulent activities and a Fake Dossier paid for
by Crooked Hillary and the [Democratic National Committee], and
improperly used in [Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act] COURT
for surveillance of my campaign.
WITCH HUNT!”
The tweet references the “Steele
dossier,” a collection of opposition
research produced by retired British
spy Christopher Steele, and funded
by Clinton’s campaign and the
Democratic National Committee.
The dossier was then used in an
application to obtain a surveillance
warrant on former Trump campaign
adviser Carter Page.
“That appears to be a political
distraction machine,” Rep. Joaquin Castro (D-Texas) said of the
growing calls for a second special
counsel. “I think that’s the point of
it, for them to try to equate everything, basically try to paint a picture
as though everybody messed up,
or everybody’s bad, therefore nobody’s bad.”
Castro expressed concern that
Trump would fire Mueller regardless of whether there is a second
special counsel in place.
“My sense is that ultimately, if
the special counsel gets close to

people around the president, that
the president will fire Bob Mueller,”
Castro said.
Trump’s legal team wants the
second special counsel to investigate whether FBI and Justice
Department officials abused the
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance
Act (FISA) by using the dossier to
justify spying on Page as part of the
Russia probe.
Attorney General Jeff Sessions
last week revealed he has tapped a
former official outside the Beltway
to review the need for a second
special counsel, suggesting the idea
is receiving a serious look.
Deputy Attorney General Rod
Rosenstein appointed Mueller to
investigate Trump campaign associates’ ties to Russia after Sessions
recused himself from the investigation last year.
McCarthy and Scalise have
joined a growing chorus of pow-

leaders may be less inclined to cater
to their demands.
Rep. Mark Sanford (R-S.C.), a
member of the conservative House
Freedom Caucus, told The Hill that
he “would suspect” Fix NICS winds
up in the final funding package.
“That’s my reading of the tea
leaves,” he said.
Conservatives expressed disappointment that House GOP leaders
were considering including the
stand-alone Fix NICS bill, but said
it probably wasn’t enough to call
for a leadership change.
“It would just be another one in
the long list of broken promises,”
Rep. Scott Perry (R-Pa.) told The
Hill. “We knew they were never
going to stick to that.”
Cornyn said he didn’t know “for
sure” whether his measure will
make the final cut, but expressed
some optimism that it was still a
part of the negotiations as of Tuesday afternoon.
“I hope so,” he told reporters.
Lawmakers have been under
increasing pressure to enact tougher
gun laws since last month’s mass
shooting at a Florida high school —
a sense that was further amplified
by the Maryland shooting Tuesday,
which occurred in Democratic
Whip Steny Hoyer’s district and
left two students injured and the
gunman dead.
Rep. Joe Barton (R-Texas) said
Republican leaders announced the
Maryland high school shooting
during the GOP conference meeting
on Tuesday morning.
“Every time something like this
occurs, we pray it will be the last.
But that is unlikely to be the case
until Congress takes meaningful

action,” Hoyer said in a statement.
Congress has not passed any
new gun measures since the Florida
shooting, which will be in the spotlight on Saturday when marches
and rallies are scheduled to take
place all across the country.
The House passed a school
safety bill last week that would
create a new federal grant program
to train students, teachers and
law enforcement on how to spot
and report signs of potential gun
violence, as well as provide $25
million for schools to strengthen
their school security systems. But
the bill steered clear of the demands
of gun control advocates.
President Trump has called on
Congress to pass Fix NICS, which
would encourage states to report
more frequently to the criminal
background database for gun purchases. The bill would not expand
background checks, but just enforce
the existing law more stringently.
Lawmakers are racing to wrap
up work on the omnibus spending
bill, which they hope to release
Tuesday and consider on the House
floor Thursday. Current government funding runs out Friday at
midnight.
But Senate GOP leaders suggested that a short-term spending bill
may be needed if they can’t resolve
outstanding issues in time, meaning
lawmakers would be in town and
working in the Capitol during Saturday’s gun violence protest near
the National Mall.
Democrats, while supportive
of Fix NICS, say it doesn’t go far
enough, and they worry that GOP
leaders would use the passage of
(See Background Check, Page 7)

erful GOP lawmakers who support
another special counsel.
House Judiciary Committee
Chairman Bob Goodlatte (R-Va.)
and House Oversight and Government Reform Committee Chairman
Trey Gowdy (R-S.C.) have called
on Sessions and Rosenstein to appoint a second special counsel to
investigate “potential criminality”
related to the surveillance warrant
application for Page.
They also called for a review of
any evidence of “bias” by Justice
Department or FBI employees,
as well as whether there was any
“extraneous influence” on the surveillance process.
Senate Judiciary Committee
Chairman Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa) and Sen. Lindsey Graham
(R-S.C.) sent a letter to Sessions
and Rosenstein last week asking
for a special counsel to “gather all
the facts.”

The Justice Department’s inspector general, Michael Horowitz,
is already investigating potential
FISA abuses. But Republicans
argue the inspector general does
not have the prosecutorial authority
needed to conduct a full investigation of the FBI’s actions.
“An inspector general does not
have subpoena power,” McCarthy
said. “We need somebody to look
at this, and not from the inside
— because you can’t trust what’s
happening right now.”
In his statement, Scalise argued
it’s the only way to ensure the
public has full faith in Mueller’s
findings.
“The credibility of the Mueller
investigation will be in doubt unless
we get to the bottom of the many serious questions regarding the FBI’s
handling of their investigation of
the Trump campaign,” Scalise said.
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GOP immigration bill stirs tension
among Hispanic conservatives
By Rafael Bernal
The Hill
A press event meant to tout
conservative Hispanic support for
a hard-line immigration bill instead
brought into sharp relief the deep
divisions among Latino Republicans on the issue.
Rep. Bob Goodlatte (R-Va.), the
chairman of the House Judiciary
Committee and main sponsor of
the Securing America’s Future Act,
hosted the event Tuesday, inviting
conservative Hispanic groups to
speak in support of his bill, which
would provide protections for socalled Dreamers.
The legislation would also fund
President Trump’s border wall, end
the diversity visa lottery program,
limit family-based visas, create
a new, controversial agriculture
guest worker program, allow the
administration to withhold federal
money from sanctuary cities and require employers to use the E-Verify
program to check the immigration
status of their workers.
Because of those provisions,
the bill is unanimously opposed by
House Democrats and does not yet
have 218 votes from Republicans.
Most Hispanic groups oppose it.
The main organizer of Goodlatte’s event, Alfonso Aguilar, the
president of the Latino Partnership
for Conservative Principles, said
even he has misgivings about the
bill.
Aguilar and Artemio Muñiz, a
Texas Republican who was listed as
a participant in the press materials
and spoke at the event, said they
view support of the legislation as a
strategic move.
Aguilar said he’s against the
bill’s stated goal of reducing legal
immigration by 25 percent, and
Muñiz said he wants a special path
to citizenship for Dreamers, which
Goodlatte’s bill does not provide
for.
But Aguilar said he organized
the event to specifically support
passage of the bill — as opposed
to its provisions — in order to keep
the legislative ball rolling.
But some of the Hispanic advocates invited to the event were upset
that press materials mentioned their
names, which they said suggested
support for the bill itself. Representatives of 10 conservative Hispanic
groups were listed on a release from
the House Judiciary Committee.
Five of the eleven invited guests
didn’t show up, including Omar
Franco of the Latino Coalition, who
said he would never have attended
an event for legislation he strongly
opposes. He said listing his name
made it seem like he supports
Goodlatte’s legislation.

think it has a legitimate chance of
going anywhere,” he said.
But Aguilar said it’s opponents
of Goodlatte’s bill, led by Democrats, who are trying to delay congressional action for political gain.
“I criticized Republicans when
they didn’t do anything in the
House [in 2013]. I think the inverse
is happening right now and I’ll continue to say, and I think both sides
play politics with this issue, and
this time around it’s Democrats,”
he said.
At the event, Goodlatte mentioned the guest speakers who
weren’t there, but did not suggest
their absence might have reflected
any misgivings about his bill.
“I especially want to thank the
members of the Latino community
who are here with me today. There
were a few additional that were
not able to join us and I’m sure
you’ll hear from them separately,”
Goodlatte said.
“I want to thank in particular Alfonso Aguilar, the president of the
Latino Partnership for Conservative
Principles, for bringing together
a broad coalition of conservative
Hispanic leaders who support the
Securing America’s Future Act,”
he added.
Goodlatte’s office declined to
comment for this story, but steered
questions toward Aguilar, who
helped organize the event.
Aguilar said he was clear with
those he spoke with that they would
be at the event to support Goodlatte’s bill.
“In my e-mail communication it
was very clear that they were there
to support the passage of the bill. I
talked with everyone — each one of
them — and I said you don’t have
to agree with every single aspect of
the bill,” Aguilar said.
Aguilar shared an email with
The Hill that he had sent Sunday
to the invited participants.
In it, he wrote that participants
would attend the event in support
of the bill’s passage, and were expected to speak in favor.
Both Aguilar and Franco say
that in a later phone call, Franco
declined to attend the event because
he’s a registered lobbyist.

Rep. Bob Goodlatte, chairman of the House Judiciary Committee
“I simply RSVP’d to an event “the idea that Congress needs to
and I was shocked and surprised finally act on immigration reform,
to be put up as a supporter of a bill and that after 30 years of futility we
I haven’t even read,” said Franco, have to get this fixed.”
a Republican lobbyist and former
“So that was my intention of
chief of staff to Rep. Mario Diaz going but never to endorse a particBalart (R-Fla.).
ular piece of legislation, especially
“That bill is a sellout to the that particular piece of legislation,”
entire community, we would never Suárez said.
support something like that.”
Suárez, a conservative evanFranco added the bill doesn’t gelical, was Rep. Luis Gutiérrez’s
meet any of the Latino Coalition’s (D-Ill.) guest at the 2014 State of
three criteria for support: That it’s the Union address. Gutiérrez is
positive for the country, for the among the most vocal Democrats
Hispanic community and for small on immigration issues.
businesses.
Mario H. López, head of the
The Latino Coalition is among Hispanic Leadership Fund, a conthe most influential Hispanic groups servative advocacy organization,
that maintain an active relationship opposes Goodlatte’s bill and was
with Trump; he was the keynote not included as a possible particspeaker at the group’s annual sum- ipant.
mit last week.
He said he discussed Goodlatte’s
Yohana de la Torre, a spokes- press event with guests listed on
woman for The Latino Coalition, the press release, and attributed
said the group hasn’t yet put out an the decision by some to skip the
official position on the Goodlatte event as reflecting their opposition
bill because the full text of the pro- to the bill.
posal hasn’t been made available
“This person described the
to them.
Goodlatte bill to me as ‘sh*t,’ ” he
The four other conservative said of one person he spoke to.
leaders named on the release who
Suárez said the Goodlatte bill
did not show up were Rev. Tony is “playing politics” without the
Suárez and Rev. Gus Reyes of intention of actually arriving at a
the National Hispanic Christian solution, since it provides fewer
Leadership Conference, Lourdes immigration benefits than proposals
Aguirre of Eres America, and Dan- by the White House.
ny Vargas, the former chairman of
“To me this is just a show. I don’t
the National Republican Hispanic
Assembly.
A second release from the Judiciary Committee, released after the (Continued from Page 2)
press conference, only included the President Trump has threatened to veto the omnibus
names of the guests who spoke at if it includes the provision.
On Monday evening, the Republicans sent a Gatethe event.
Vargas declined to comment, way offer to Democrats, and a GOP source said they
and Aguirre said she wanted to at- expect a solution is forthcoming.
The Republican push for more immigration entend, but couldn’t adjust her travel
forcement funding — including some money for
plans.
Suárez said he originally thought Trump’s promised border wall — is another outstandthe event was a show of support for ing issue still in need of working out.
“I think they’re still talking about all that — how
to do it, how to pay for it,” said Sen. Richard Shelby
(R-Ala.), who’s expected to take the Appropriations
(Continued from Page 6)
Committee gavel from the retiring Sen. Thad Cochran
the bill to move on from the gun control debate.
(R-Miss.).
Democratic lawmakers want to expand background checks, raise the
Disaster relief, including wildfire funding, is also
age requirement for rifle purchases and lift a ban on federal research on an open item, according to aides.
gun violence, though it does not appear that Democrats are demanding
Among the more surprising riders still in play is
those items in exchange for their support on the omnibus.
a bipartisan bill designed to bolster the background
Asked if the Maryland shooting has boosted the Democrats’ push for check system before gun sales.
gun control measures in the omnibus, House Minority Leader Nancy
The House had passed the Fix National Instant
Pelosi (D-Calif.) was elusive.
Criminal Background Check System (NICS) bill
“We’re going to have gun initiatives this week anyway, because we earlier in the year, but it’s gone nowhere in the Senalways do and because the march is this weekend,” she said.
ate after House Republicans paired it with partisan
The government spending measure is, however, expected to include a legislation expanding the right of gun owners to carry
significant chunk of money to ramp up school safety.
concealed weapons nationwide — a non-starter with
“Stay tuned. It’s going to be a nice number,” Rep. Tom Cole (R-Okla.), most Democrats.
a senior appropriator, told reporters last week.
“Fix NICS is on the table. However, there is a little

Spending Bill

Background Check

But Franco says he was blindsided by “an opt-out scenario rather
than an opt-in.”
Franco added that he had to do
some damage control with Capitol
Hill sources because the release
announcing the event implied his
support for Goodlatte’s bill.
Suárez said he’d look into asking
the Judiciary Committee to remove
his name from the original release,
which is still online. He said he
wasn’t clear on the fact that speakers would be expected to endorse
the bill.
“I don’t feel it was misleading,
but I was not aware that my name
would be associated with endorsing
the bill, because I have not endorsed
the bill,” he said.
Aguilar blamed the no-shows
and criticism of the handling of the
event on pressure from Hispanic
groups opposed to the legislation.
“I suspect that they got calls
from Latino leaders like I did. I
mean, we were getting calls. The
others were getting calls to cancel
or not participate,” Aguilar said.
“And you know this is part of the
Latino shaming, if you don’t agree
with the narrative from the Hispanic
liberal elite,” he added.
Franco said his opposition to the
bill is based on principle — he supports comprehensive immigration
reform and an immediate path to
citizenship for Dreamers. He added
that, as a Republican, he avoids
speaking out in opposition to other
Republican proposals.
“We would not necessarily be
on the record as opposing it, but if
you do something this stupid as to
put our names into an email saying
we’re supporting a bill we’ve not
even read, then that’s on you,” he
said.
Still, Aguilar said the leaders
who showed are just a fraction of
conservative Hispanics who support his legislative strategy.
“We could have had more leaders if we had enough time, but the
whole point is that you do have
leaders who support passage of
the Goodlatte bill,” Aguilar said.
“Some don’t and that’s fine, but
there’s not a monolithic position in
the Latino community.”

bit of resistance because that had been coupled with
concealed-carry reciprocity before and now it’s not,”
Rep. Daniel Webster (R-Fla.) said as he left Monday’s
meeting.
“I don’t think that matters because there will be
Democrats who vote for this. I don’t think [this issue]
is big enough to take down the whole bill.”
House GOP leaders had hoped to introduce the
omnibus bill on Monday, setting the stage for a vote
on Wednesday. A delay in the release would likely
push the vote further into the week, leaving the Senate
with less time to move the package through the upper
chamber.
The week’s calendar is also being complicated by
the threat of severe weather, which is expected to hit
the Washington region Tuesday and Wednesday, and
the funeral of the late Rep. Louise Slaughter (D-N.Y.).
Slaughter, the former ranking member of the Rules
Committee, died last week at the age of 88. Her funeral
is scheduled for Friday in Rochester, N.Y., and numerous lawmakers from both parties are expected to attend.
Cole said he’s confident Congress will come together before Friday to keep the government running,
despite the time crunch — or perhaps because of it.
“I think we’ll get there,” he said. “What happens is
what always happens around here. The closer you get
to a deadline, the more reasonable people become.”
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TRAFFIC UPDATE

Hwy 95 southbound
lane closure at the
“Spaghetti Bowl”

Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
The Nevada Department of Transportation (NDOT) closed the righthand travel lane of southbound U.S. Highway 95 at the “Spaghetti Bowl”
interchange. The temporary closure is needed for Interstate 15 bridge reconstruction, which is required due to age and the need for added capacity.
The lane restriction is expected to last a few months, although the exact
length of time will depend upon construction progress.
The work is part of “The Main Event,” the third and final phase of
work for Project Neon’s $1 billion 4-mile-long widening of Interstate 15
from the U.S. 95 interchange to Sahara Avenue that began in 2016. The
project is 60 percent complete and scheduled to finish by summer 2019.
Kiewit Infrastructure West Co. is the design-build general contractor, with
Atkins North America as lead designer.
Motorists should use caution while travelling through the work zone,
heed construction signage, and take alternate detour routes, if possible.
Check the Project Neon website (NDOTProjectNeon.com) or Facebook,
LinkedIn, and Twitter pages (@NDOTProjectNeon) for up to date information. There is also a free smart phone app available, plus a hotline available
in both English and Spanish at: 702-293-NEON (6366). NDOT works
with Waze to inform the public about planned highway restrictions, but
unscheduled construction changes, closures and restrictions are possible
due to weather or other factors. For the latest state highway conditions,
visit nvroads.com or call 511 before driving.

U.S. Highway 95 lane
restrictions thru Dec.

Be heard anywhere
in the world
(only $50 per hour)

RadioTribune Special
12 hours only $400
20 hours only $600
(Payment due upon contract signing)

Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
The Nevada Department of Transportation (NDOT) will reduce northbound U.S. Highway 95 to two through lanes at the Elkhorn Road structure
from 9 p.m., March 19, through December. Southbound U.S. Highway 95
will also be reduced to two through lanes at the Elkhorn Road structure
from 9 p.m., through December.
The temporary lane restrictions are required for construction of a High
Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) ramp as part of a $78 million widening and
upgrade to a six-mile-long stretch of U.S. Highway 95 between Ann and
Kyle Canyon roads in northwest Las Vegas that broke ground earlier this
year. Las Vegas Paving is the general contractor. Scheduled to finish in the
fall of 2019, the project calls for expanding the highway from four to six
lanes from Durango Drive to Kyle Canyon Road, constructing Elkhorn
Road carpool access ramps and building a diverging diamond interchange
at Kyle Canyon Road, among other things.
Meanwhile, the northbound U.S. Highway 95 to eastbound 215 Beltway traffic pattern has changed, with the outside lane now being used as
an exit only lane. Raised pavement markers and overhead signage are in
place to help orient motorists.
Motorists should use caution while travelling through the work zone,
heed construction signage, and take alternate detour routes, if possible.
NDOT works to inform the public about planned highway restrictions, but
unscheduled construction changes, closures and restrictions are possible
due to weather or other factors. For the latest state highway conditions,
visit nvroads.com or call 511 before driving.
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RadioTribune Lineup
“Open Mic”
Every Tuesday and Thursday at 11:00 a.m., Gordon
Martines hosts “Open Mic,” a popular RadioTribune.
com show. The Anti-Corruption Coalition of Nevada is
the basis for and theme of “Open Mic.”
Gordon Martines was a career police officer with 39
years of on-the-job Law Enforcement experience. Past
cases involving Kevin Daley, Trayvon Cole and a variety
of other covered-up criminal cases, and a billion dollars
worth of missing taxpayer money, are discussed in depth
and at length on the show.
Martines spent four years as police officer with the
Hermosa Beach Police Department before moving here
and resuming his police career in Las Vegas as a Detective in the Robbery/Homicide Bureau, retiring from
the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department after 36
years of police service.
The amount of corruption and cover-ups by executive
Police Administrative officers witnessed by Martines
inside the department led to his decision to contest the
good ol’ boy’s club and run for Clark County Sheriff
three times against what he knew were almost insurmountable odds.
“Open Mic” carries the voice the LVMPD does not
want you to hear, yet it is always there, every Tuesday
and Thursday at 11:00 a.m. on www.radiotribune.com.
Tune in!
*****
“Face The Tribune”
Face the Tribune is heard every Monday through Friday at 12 noon, hosted by Rolando Larraz.
For the last five years “Face The Tribune” has been
the premier show for interviews with politicians, civil
service workers, government officials and activists, and a
voice for those everyday citizens who needed to air their
legal grievances. The Las Vegas Tribune newspaper has
been a part of the Las Vegas community for over 18 years
and is the only independent newspaper in Clark County.
“Face The Tribune” was established as a voice for the
people of Las Vegas and is the only news platform where
judges, city councilmen, local businessmen and women, as well as Mr. or Ms. Local Citizen, can voice their
opinions and share the issues that pertain to Las Vegas.
The show’s host, Rolando Larraz, has been a journalist
in Clark County for over 50 years. He has been a fixture
in the community and a highly respected publisher who
has covered local news and events in Las Vegas since the
mid-’60s. For stories and information not available anywhere else in Las Vegas, tune into “Face The Tribune”
Monday through Friday at 12:00 noon.
*****
COBRA USA with Blu Laker
A daily Radio show Monday through Friday 2:00 p.m.
with live guests on a variety of subjects.
Due to the importance of health care, its out-of-control

costs with no restraints,
millions of Americans are
unable to obtain it. Why?
Our elected officials have
it, they don’t need to worry.
But what about the people
they represent? Find out
why on Cobra USA.
C.O.B.R.A. by the way
is the 1985 Insurance Law
created by Ronald Reagan in 1985 for continuing health care coverage
of health insurance. We
talk about insurance, savings and options available
through King Cobra, the
intended amended ver-
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sion of the original Cobra
program. We invite you to
press Congress for parity in
health care live here at Radio Tribune. Call or email
us at Cobra.blulaker@
gmail.com or call (949)
467- 0613.
Cobra USA is hosted by
Blu Laker, an investigative
reporter who has seen medical programs that work
around the world, with
a cure to the healthcare
problem here. Join him in
these discussions to clear
the air so vital to survival
itself and what you can do

to help. The world has become so large, it’s getting
claustrophobic with traffic,
travel, taxes, soaring costs
for food, water, clothing
and shelter, and what are
we to do? Join us with
your wisdom and knowledge to make America
great again; together we
can make a difference. Let
me pick your brain for the
advancement of humanity.
We are controversial, conservative and considerate
of other people, even when
they may have different
opinions.

Face the
Tribune

‘Face the Tribune’ is hosted
by Rolando Larraz
Monday thru Friday
at 12 noon
on www.RadioTribune.com

COBRA USA
with Blu Laker
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RadioTribune
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Tune in and listen to those who will tell you the truth,
and nothing but the truth. You’ll discover different
personalities and hear different opinions, but when it
comes to the facts, you’ll always get the truth from us!

Editorials
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A government big enough to give you everything you want, is strong enough to take everything you have. — Thomas Jefferson

Our Point of View

High salaries and
dissatisfaction follow
new Chancellor

We try very hard to stay out and away from the Chancellor’s view because we do not want to be accused of
being harsh with him, since we are, perhaps, the only
newspaper in Nevada, or in the universe for that matter,
that was against his appointment to the position he is
now holding as Chancellor of the Nevada System of
Higher Education.
In our humble opinion, we believe that Thom Reilly is
a man with more titles than anyone we ever knew; from
county manager to vice president of some dept. at one
casino to some other title for some other high position
in Arizona, then back to Las Vegas where he controls
Nevada’s “sucker” politicians with a generous hand
with the money that does not belong to them, but to the
city, the county and the state residents and voters that
deserve the utmost respect from those elected to office.
Historically the good positions open in this community are passed around by one “connected” person
to another, among the powerful political names at all
government levels, without looking any further than to
the person right next to them or the one sitting at the
lunch table or walking next to them on the golf course.
Back in 2014 when the former water icon was appointed to the Nevada Gaming Commission, we wrote that
“Pat Mulroy, who retired in February after twenty-five
years at the helm of the Las Vegas Valley Water District
and its subsidiary, the Las Vegas Valley Water Authority,
with a retirement plan from both entities of more than
$200,000...” and now Nevada RINO Governor, Brian
Sandoval, appointed her to the Gaming Commission
with a $40,000 salary.
That salary could have been given to another person
as well, or more, qualified than Ms. Pat Mulroy; someone who needs that salary far more than she may ever
need it, but the historical game of musical chairs will
not allow it under any circumstances.
Thom Reilly, a man with practically as many positions, titles and appointments as the years of his life,
may have been appointed to his new position because
he has the so-called “Nevada powers-that-be” wrapped
around his little finger, making them believe that Thom
Reilly is God’s gift to the world, when in reality he is
nothing more than God’s gift to Thom Reilly personally.
Reilly inherited his position as Clark County Manager
from Dale Askew and was in that position, charming
the entire board of county commissioners for four more
years until another sucker, Harrah Corporation, doubled
his salary, and out he went.
He left Harrah Corporation to take a job as Director
of the Morrison Institute for Public Policy at Arizona
State University, and in August of 2008 Reilly joined
the San Diego State University School of Social Work
and was responsible for oversight and administration
of the School’s budget, day-to-day operations, securing
extramural funding, and guiding the education.
Now again Reilly, looking out after himself, wants
to dismiss the President of the University of Nevada
Las Vegas, Len Jessup, who has done an excellent job
as the leader of UNLV and to whom he has given the
ultimatum “Leave in one week or you will be fired,” as
the little king likes to treat those who disobey his wishes
and commands.
As we wrote in this editorial space a year ago, Thom
Reilly has changed jobs as many times as he has changed
socks in the last decade or so; now he is back in Las Vegas trying to destroy all the good Las Vegans have done
without his arrogant behavior to cancel it out.
Before anyone accuses us again of being racist, we are
going to come out with a response to our enemies in the
city council, the Black Caucus, and those token senators
of the County Commissioners and explain that we are
in disagreement with Thom Reilly, not because he is
gay, not because he always ends up with a higher salary
than anyone else, but because we do not believe he has
the best interest of Clark County or Las Vegas at heart.
It is nothing personal against Thom Reilly; we have
seen or talked to him a handful of times and we see no
wrong when he goes to private gaming corporations to
make an astronomical amount of money that we may
think he does not deserve, but when he goes to our education institutions to ask for and get money that we believe
can be used to better educate our next generation, we
will speak out loudly enough so everyone can hear us.

PERS should stop trying
to hide public records
By Thomas Mitchell
the NPRA (Nevada Public Records
The Public Employees’ RetireAct), to foster democratic principles
ment System (PERS) should stop
by providing member of the public
wasting taxpayer money and release
with access to public books and
the records of Nevada public emrecords; the legislative mandate that
ployee retiree payments as the courts
courts construe the NPRA liberally
previously ordered them to do.
to carry out this important purpose;
The Reno Gazette-Journal sued
the legislative mandate that any
for these records in 2013 and won
exemption, exception or balancing
in the state Supreme Court, which
of interests which limits or restricts
found the records are clearly covaccess to public books and records
ered under the state public records
by members of the public must be
law. The records were released, but
construed narrowly; the lack of evthe very next year PERS changed
idence that producing the requested
ThoMaS MiTchell
how their files are maintained in an
information, retiree name, years of
obvious ruse to dodge the clear meaning of the court service credit, gross pension benefit amount, year of reruling. PERS now says their files do not contain names tirement, and last employer would require unreasonable
of retirees, but only Social Security numbers, which demands or costs on PERS; the fact that PERS altered
are confidential. They also say the law does not require its procedure in providing information to its actuary
them to create a new document from existing com- to eliminate the names of retirees in part because of
puter files, even though a past state Supreme Court in the Reno Newspapers decision, the court concludes
another case required just such a document creation. that PERS does have a duty to create a document that
Nevada Policy Research Institute sued PERS and contains the requested information. ”
During this past week’s hearing Chief Justice Mithe Supreme Court heard the case this past week.
This past summer District Court Judge James Wil- chael Douglas suggested that PERS had “gone out of
son spelled out clearly his rationale for requiring the its way to violate the spirit of the law.” Indeed it has.
(See Mitchell, Page 12)
records to be released: “Considering the purpose of

Seeing the beam in our own eye
By Perly Viasmensky
Last Sunday, March 18, the Review-Journal came
out with a very interesting commentary written by
John Gresham, an author, all of whose books I have
read. His commentary was titled, “Why innocent
people go to prison,” a question I have asked myself
many times before.
Personally I know of a case where the person is
not actually in prison, yet his life has been made a
nightmare because of injustices toward him. He was
accused of a crime he never committed by a resentful
woman who wanted to get even with his wife. He was
sentenced to four years of probation by a district court
judge who acknowledged to him in court (everybody
present heard it) that deep inside he didn’t believe he
committed the crime that he was accused of. Also, the
judge said that he was making this decision to penalize
him to four years of probation even knowing that many
people would not agree with him.
All of a sudden that man was railroaded by his
parole officer who claimed that the judge had sent
a letter informing the man that he should be turned
over to immigration authorities, and the man was put
in deportation procedures. There are many cases of

justice denied, but to use the name of a judge for their
own corruption is totally inexcusable. Especially when
the judge in question is one of the best judges sitting in
the Eighth District Court in Clark County, a man of the
highest integrity, deserving the respect of all citizens
in this community.
The situation is that they are well aware that the
judge would never find out that his name was used for
a dirty trick. Or so they think.
On the other hand, there is a man who was on probation for a drug offense; he was arrested again for
the same crime and up to now nothing has happened.
If that is not a parole violation, I would love to know
what it is called.
I heard on the news that President Trump wants the
death penalty for people involved in drug trafficking.
Personally, I am against the death sentence because I
always believe that God gave us life and He is the only
one who can take our lives away. But, the truth of the
matter is that we will never get rid of drug traffickers
while we have consumers.
Of course there are cases and cases. Two different
people appeared before another judge in the same
(See Viasmensky, Page 15)

ON A PERSONAL NOTE

On the passing of Stephen Hawking

By Maramis
popped into my mind upon learning
Stephen Hawking lived to the age
of his death.
of 76. I can’t remember when I first
First, the “coincidences” of birth
learned about him, but his name kept
and death, along with the scientific
popping up. It was both amazing and
minds of Galileo and Einstein being
surprising to me to learn that he beat
joined together with Hawking in
the odds for the number of years he
the annals of time. Besides the fact
lived, considering his condition (mothat Stephen Hawking was born
tor neurone disease, or ALS — amyexactly 300 years after the death of
otrophic lateral sclerosis), coupled
Galileo (on that very anniversary of
with the fact that his doctors had no
January 8), and passed away on the
hope for him to survive more than
anniversary of Albert Einstein’s birth
two years, and that was when he was
(March 14), also known as Pi (π)
MaraMiS choufani
21. Yet regardless of the deterioration
Day [for our purposes, we have to
of his body, and his many physical challenges, his brain write it as 3/14 to show why it is called Pi Day], these
continued to soar to great heights.
coincidences show the amazing synchronicity of the
Hawking, a theoretical physicist, scientist, cosmol- universe, acknowledging Hawking’s great contribution
ogist and author, known for his attempts to explain in to science with a giant wink from the cosmos by conunderstandable terms the origins of the universe and necting him to both Pi Day and the birth and death of
some of the most complicated aspects of the cosmos two other great scientific minds.
and physics, was the first scientist to offer a theory of
Before I get to the other thing, I’m glad that before
cosmology explained by a union of the general theory he passed away he had reconciled with his first wife,
of relativity and quantum mechanics. He was a man and had regained his closeness with his three children.
who many considered the greatest scientist of all time Great mind or not, that’s a noteworthy accomplishment.
— albeit not one with the highest IQ (not that his IQ
The second thing that gave me pause was that
(See Maramis, Page 15)
was anything to sneeze at), but there are two things that
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An early look at Nevada’s 2018 statewide races

By Chuck Muth
With candidates now at the
starting line for races in Nevada
this year, let’s take a look at some of
the more interesting competitions
for statewide constitutional offices.
For governor, Adam Laxalt has a
virtual lock on the Republican nomination. Dan Schwartz — caught
a couple weeks ago shamefully
ridiculing Laxalt’s military service
in Iraq - is nothing more than an
annoying pest who will easily be
swatted away.
The potential threat to Laxalt
is the entrance of Ryan Bundy, of
the infamous Bundy Ranch Gang,
as an independent candidate in the
general election. The son-of-Cliven
is not going to win. But the public
land rights hero could potentially
siphon off enough conservative
votes in November to swing the seat
into the D’s corner in a close race.
Look what the Libertarian candidate just did to the GOP candidate
in that congressional special election in Pennsylvania if you don’t
think such a danger is real.
On the Democrat side, Steve
Sisolak’s treasure chest filled with
millions of dollars of early money
did not scare off Chris Giunchigliani — the liberal true-believer who
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has the fire and passion of the Crazy
Bernie-bots behind her.
Money may be the mother’s
milk of politics, but money can’t
buy you love. So Sisolak’s only
hope in the primary may be the
argument that he’s more electable
in the general election. But Chris G
has forced the poor guy so far left
on a variety of issues that his former
self is barely recognizable and, as
such, that argument is now moot.
For lieutenant governor on the
GOP side expect a brutal primary
campaign between State Sen. Michael Roberson and former Assemblyman Brent Jones.
Roberson — as was the case in
his congressional primary in 2016

— is running with the albatross
of his 2015 tax hike vote around
his neck; the same tax hike Jones
voted against. This one is going to
get ugly. Real ugly. Real fast. And
personal.
We’re all gonna need to shower
off when it’s done.
Then, once the dust settles,
whichever GOP nominee emerges
from the political rubble is gonna
have to deal with Janine Hansen
of the conservative Independent
American Party in the general. Janine, like Bundy, has the potential
to draw enough support away from
the Republican to swing the race
over the Democrats’ anointed candidate, “Calamity Kate” Marshall.
In the race for attorney general,
Democrats will coronate militant
leftist Aaron Ford, the Crown
Prince of Race Baiting, Inc.
Republicans, on the other hand,
will have a tough choice between
two far superior options: outsider
Craig Mueller vs. the establishment’s Wes Duncan.
For secretary of state, it’s gonna
be incumbent Republican Barbara
Cegavske vs. Democrat Nelson
Araujo in the general election.
Neither has a credible primary
opponent. Araujo has no credible

argument for the office.
For the open state treasurer seat,
Republicans have a competitive
primary pitting Bob Beers, who
last spring lost re-election in his
Las Vegas city council race, against
likeable newcomer Derek Uehara,
who has been a fixture at GOP
events all across the state for the
last several months.
On the D side, expect a competitive primary between Andrew
Martin, who thought he was going
to get a free shot, and Zach Conine,

a late entrant to the field. The smart
money is on Conine.
For state controller, it looks like
incumbent Republican Ron Knecht
will cruise to re-election.
Next week we’ll take a look at
some legislative races.
Chuck Muth is president of
Citizen Outreach, a non-profit
public policy grassroots advocacy
organization and publisher of NevadaNewsandViews.com. He may
be reached by email at cmuth@
lasvegastribune.com.

Judicial complicity in march to destroy Trump

Larry Klayman shames judges rubber stamping Robert Mueller’s every wish

By Larry Klayman
As Special Counsel Robert
Mueller and his corrupt prosecutorial staff continue their march to
destroy our president, his family
and all those around him, as well
as his former associates Gen. Mike
Flynn, Paul Manafort, Rick Gates
and scores of others, the other
branches of government are also
out taking down the country. Just
recently, Mueller and his conflicted prosecutors served a judicially
sanctioned grand jury subpoena on
the Trump organization, signaling
that the president’s lawyers are
failing in their incompetent quest
to end the alleged Russian collusion
investigation.
While the Congress is bad
enough — a bunch of two-faced
clowns that stuff money into their
pockets and spend much of their
time appearing on the cable networks to get re-elected — the most
egregious “bad actor” is the federal
judiciary, which is rubber stamping
all Mueller and the Obama-Clinton
Deep State want. It is no coincidence that this federal judiciary
is currently infested with about
90 percent appointees of former
Presidents Bill Clinton and Barack
Hussein Obama. These leftist
judges, who couldn’t care less
about the Constitution much less
the rule of law, have dishonestly
and vindictively given Mueller and
his staff what they want, and many
have also blocked the enforcement
of President Trump’s immigration
ban, his fight against sanctuary cities and other important initiatives to
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“Make America Great Again!” And
to make matters worse, even some
conservative judges appointed by
Republican presidents have become
cowardly in the face of rampant
government tyranny.
Federal judges are appointed
through political patronage. They
do not generally get their seats on
the bench on the basis of merit.
What counts are the political contributions made by their former law
firms, corporations, labor unions
and other special interests that
grease the slimy pockets of senators
who recommend them for appointment by the president. As a result of
this very flawed system of selection,
we simply don’t get the best and
the brightest. What we have by and
large are compromised, intellectually deficient, biased and prejudiced
“politicians in robes” who owe their
allegiance to those special interests
that got them their jobs.
To make matters even worse,

when these federal judges do dishonest and unethical things to
decent, ordinary people who have
not lined their pockets, there exists
no real mechanism to hold them
accountable to the ethical rules they
are required to adhere to and honor,
pursuant to their oath of office.
This holy grail of judicial ethics is
called the Code of Judicial Conduct. Incredibly and outrageously,
years back the chief justice of the
Supreme Court, John Roberts,
stated in the Court’s annual report
that he and his fellow justices do
not have to adhere to this Code, as
they, having been confirmed by the
U.S. Senate after a so-called investigation of their ethical history, are
“certified” as honest jurists. He also
incredibly suggested that Supreme
Court justices are immune from ethical scrutiny under our Constitution.
Unbelievable!
Then there are the judges on the
lower federal courts, such as district
courts and courts of appeals. When
these federal judges are alleged to
commit unethical and illegal acts,
who is charged to review their
egregious misconduct? You probably guessed it; their colleagues on
the same federal bench where they
work. These judicially fixed mechanisms of cover-up are called “Judicial Councils” and are composed
of judges who literally each lunch
with and socialize with the accused
judge in the same courthouse and
in their spare time. Their motto is
“protect me” — and I will someday
protect you! Thus it’s no wonder
that these Judicial Councils are a

complete farce and, in the words
of comedian Woody Allen, a sham
of a sham of a sham. Only they are
not funny, since the lack of judicial
oversight is why corrupt, compromised and bad federal judges are so
prevalent in our system of justice.
Then there is the inept and politically bankrupt Judiciary Committee
of the U.S. House of Representatives, which is also empowered to
oversee federal judges and impeach
them for “bad behavior.” One of
the last rare times these political
pygmies impeached a judge found
to have taken bribes, the so called
Honorable Alysee Hastings, he later
decided to run for Congress and
won election in Miami, Florida!
Hastings is still in Congress!
So the bottom line is this: You,
your loved ones and the nation as a
whole are left defenseless to federal
judges in particular who scratch
the backs of the special interests
and establishment politicians who
got them their jobs and can behave
any way they wish with impunity.
These renegade and often corrupt
judges are truly above the law, and
they are doing more than great damage to our beloved republic. Our
Founding Fathers created a system
of checks and balances, as federal
judges were intended to protect We
the People from the tyranny of the
other two branches of government.
But over time this has degenerated
into a judicial cesspool!
Recent examples of the worst
leftist judges include several in
our nation’s capital who are rubber
stamping any and all illegal acts

of Mueller in phony prosecutions
that were brought against Trump
associates Flynn, Manafort and
Gates. These federal judges who
refuse to hold Mueller accountable
for exceeding his authorization to
investigate alleged Russian collusion as well as the constant criminal
leaks of grand jury information to
damage the president even before
the special counsel’s investigation
is concluded, are simply political
hacks. These federal judges’ names
are Amy Berman Jackson and Beryl
Howell, and there are many more
who cover for them in this federal
courthouse. But there are also many
more of their dishonest evil ilk, not
just on the District of Columbia
federal bench but throughout the
various circuits.
Such widespread corruption
is why I have a petition drive to
be named special counsel myself.
Go to www.freedomwatchusa.org
to sign it. If I am named special
counsel, I will have all the powers
of the Justice Department behind
me, and I will root out Mueller,
his corrupt leftist staff and prosecute him, Hillary Clinton, Barack
Hussein Obama and the rest of the
vermin and snakes, including corrupt federal judges, whatever their
political persuasion.
*****
Larry Klayman is a former Justice Department prosecutor and
the founder of Judicial Watch and
Freedom Watch. His latest book is
“Whores: Why and How I Came to
Fight the Establishment.”

rOBErT DODGE
just released “Don’t Bank On The
Bomb“ report draws attention to
the “Hall Of Shame” companies
that are either financing or producing nuclear weapons and their
components.
There are 20 principal companies involved in the manufacture,
development, production, and
modernization of these weapons
and 329 significant investors the

world over who are financing this
work investing over $525 Billion in
the last three years. The top three
US investors include Blackrock,
Capital Group and Vanguard and
have a combined investment of
more than $110 billion.
It is an obligation for each of us
to review our financial institutions’
investments and retirement funds
to identify whether or not we are
inadvertently investing in these
companies. Just as in the recent
outcry regarding the financing of
the NRA, which not coincidentally
has been funded by many of the
same companies, has led to divestment and disassociation with and by
these companies, so to it must be for
the companies that fund, develop
and manufacture nuclear weapons.
Each of us has a responsibility
to stigmatize these companies by
speaking up, contacting these institutions and telling them that it
is not right for them to be making
a profit from the production of nu-

clear weapons which threaten our
very existence, and to demand that
they cease and desist in the words of
Medea Benjamin and, “stop making
a killing by killing.”
From the report: “Financial institutions and weapons producers
have a choice, either to contribute
to the end of nuclear weapons, or
to provide the financing that will
allow nuclear weapons to end us”.
With the recently released
Trump Nuclear Doctrine which
significantly seeks to expand nuclear weapons spending and capacities
in the U.S. over the coming years,
as well as lowering the threshold for
use, all of the other nuclear nations
are following suit and modernizing
their arsenals. The world is faced
with the greatest threat of nuclear
war since World War ll.
In a functioning democracy, we
the people will decide — either by
action or inaction. We can sit back
and assume that “we cannot make a
difference” or leave it to “them,” or

we can make our voices heard realizing that “they” is us and demand
an end to nuclear weapons.
We can take a step by endorsing
the “Back from the Brink” resolution rapidly spreading across this
nation to prevent nuclear war, while
simultaneously divesting from nuclear weapons. Ultimately, nuclear
weapons will be abolished. They
will either be abolished through the
means outlined in the “Treaty on the
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons”
and by divesting from them or,
through their use in nuclear war,
the aftermath of which may end all
of life on this planet.
The choice is ours. Our children
and the future of the planet demand
abolition now.
Robert F. Dodge, M.D., serves
on the boards of the Nuclear Age
Peace Foundation, Beyond War,
Physicians for Social Responsibility Los Angeles, and Citizens for
Peaceful Resolutions, and writes
for PeaceVoice.

Eliminate nuclear weapons by divesting from them
By robert F. Dodge, MD
We will not invest in our annihilation. Now we can avoid it.
Our world and everything we
care about is threatened every
moment of every day by nuclear
weapons, either by intent, accident,
miscalculation or cyber-attack.
These weapons, though now illegal following the July 2017 U.N.
“Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons,” adopted by 122
nations, continue to be modernized
at an expected cost of $1.7 trillion
over the next 30 years.
Like the Parkland students victimized by inaction of the previous
generations, the non-nuclear nations have declared enough — they
will no longer be bullied and held
hostage by the nine nuclear nations.
Now is the time to stop the insanity
and divest of nuclear weapons just
as apartheid was ultimately stopped
by divestment in South Africa. If we
want to abolish nuclear weapons,
we must stop investing in them. The
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The Futures of Cuba

By José Azel
Cuba today may be described
as “an impossible country” with
unsustainable sociopolitical and
economic arrangements. For the
Cuban people, six decades of living
under a totalitarian regime and with
a failed command economy means
a legacy of economic, social, political, and civil backwardness. Cuban
economist and dissident Oscar Espinosa Chepe described the impact
of Cuba’s economic system on civil
society: “These years of prolonged
and deep crisis have generated an
enormous loss of spiritual values…
egoism, mendacity, double morality, and illegal methods of survival
have proliferated to incredible
levels.”
For most Cubans today work has
ceased to be the principal source
of one’s livelihood. Unable to live
from the results of their legitimate
labors they have developed a quasi
ethic that justifies everything. It is a
way of dealing with the incoherence
of life in Cuba. Cuba’s civil society
has committed a sort of philosophical and ethical suicide to escape
the existential absurdity of a future
without possibilities. Cubans today
do not venture to dream or hope,
except perhaps about leaving the
island.
As the Castro brothers’ era
comes to an end, we must acknowledge these adverse conditions.
Cuba’s way out of its existential
distress is not just freedom from
deplorable economic conditions.
Cuba’s potentialities will depend
more on individual freedoms and
empowerment than on a given set
of economic reforms.
Freedom from fear must be the
first step for a genuine and successful transition because it is a necessary condition to reversing political
apathy. Cubans have forgotten how
to feel free and any reform effort
that leaves civil society inarticulate
fails to recognize that no modern
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society can function in the best
interest of the people without an
effective system of checks and
balances.
In communist societies, political conflict-resolution processes
are officially discredited in favor
of dogma. But, a transition from
totalitarianism to democracy cannot
be imposed; it must emerge from
explicit and implicit bargaining
among the various constituencies.
Whereas a “one-step” transition
to democracy in post-Castro Cuba
may be the most intellectually
satisfying approach, it is unlikely.
Political and economic necessities
will require bargaining and compromise, perhaps in the form of
governments of “national unity”
or “national responsibility,” until
pluralistic democratic elections
can be held.
The essential point is that this
bargaining and compromise stage
should have as its central goal the
terms for the dissolution of the
totalitarian regime, and the procedures for the establishment of a
pluralistic democratic government
that gains legitimacy through free,
fair, and competitive elections.
Conflicting political cultures,
like scorpions in a bottle, cannot
permanently avoid each other. But,
political cultures, unlike scorpions,

need not engage in an elimination
fight to the end. They can coexist in
a participatory democratic milieu
provided that all participants accept
democratic means as the field of
engagement.
For six decades, the Cuban exile
community has held the belief that
the demise of the Castros would
mean the end of communism in
Cuba and that democracy would
inevitably follow. That scatological vision of Cuban communism
proved to be inaccurate. The 2008
succession from Fidel to Raul was
efficient, and seamless. However,
given Raul Castro’s age there will
be another succession in the nottoo-distant future. José Machado
Ventura, also elderly, is the perfunctory successor to Raul Castro in the
Communist Party.
The next succession in Cuba
may not go as smoothly, but it is
highly unlikely, given the identified
potential successors, that it will
provide fertile ground for a genuine
transition. A legitimate transition
may have to wait for a post-Castros-Machado interregnum.
The potential futures of Cuba
will give way into a reality of either
transition or succession depending

on whether Cubans embrace a governing philosophy that recognizes
individual freedoms or one that
advocates the primacy of economic
measures even if undertaken outside the framework of democratic
empowerment.
The path chosen will crystallize
the Cuban post-Castro narrative for
generations to come. The healing
of the Cuban nation cannot take
place in a totalitarian setting, and it
cannot take place without the civil
liberties and political rights to practice heroic tolerance and political
wisdom. In order to avoid political
stasis or chaos in post-Castro Cuba,
a new way of perceiving the future
and of behaving as a people must
emerge. For this to happen the
transitioning Cuban government
cannot be an ideological extension
of the Castro regime. It needs to be
its antithesis.
Political rights and civil liberties
are not superfluous luxuries to be
appended to a program of economic reforms. They are essential to
empower the citizenry to correct
mistakes, voice discontent, and
bring about changes in leadership.
Democracy requires a relationship
model between the state and its cit-
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izens that is dramatically different
from the relationship model of a
Marxist-Leninist state. Thus, Cuban
Communism cannot be reformed to
bring about a genuine transition.
To awaken aspirations - to venture to dream and hope, to escape its
daily Sisyphean tasks - Cuban society must exorcise the mythology
of the messianic maximum leader.
A successful transition in Cuba will
require, perhaps above all else, a
compelling vision of hope for all
Cubans; an irrefutable realization
that life can regain its potential
meaning despite its tragic aspects.
In post-Castro Cuba, choices
will be made and paths will be taken. Let them be those of individual
freedom and empowerment so that
Cubans will be able to always feel
free.
José Azel left Cuba in 1961 as a
13 year-old political exile in what
has been dubbed Operation Pedro
Pan — the largest unaccompanied
child refugee movement in the history of the Western Hemisphere.
He is currently dedicated to the indepth analyses of Cuba’s economic,
social and political state, with a
keen interest in post-Castro-Cuba
strategies.

Major Islamic pedophilia ring uncovered
By Frank Holmes
British authorities knew of a
massive child sex trafficking ring
for decades but did nothing about
it… because police feared if they
arrested the Muslim perpetrators,
the media would call them “racist.”
So, officials sat back as these
gangs drugged, assaulted, and
gang-raped over a thousand vulnerable little girls — some as young as
11, a new investigation has found.
Five people were killed and, despite some overdue arrests, girls say
the gang is still prowling the area
today. Now, the BBC reports that
citizens are demanding answers.
Experts believe the underage
prostitution ring in Telford is the
worst in British history.
More than 1,000 vulnerable
girls were brutalized over 40 years,
investigators say.
The gang targeted vulnerable
girls from broken homes, or with
absentee parents, living in poor
neighborhoods.
A friendly man would pose as
the girl’s boyfriend, then ply her

with alcohol and drugs, before raping the child and forcing her into a
life of prostitution.
“Night after night, I was forced
to have sex with multiple men in
disgusting… filthy houses,” one
victim said.
The gangs regularly beat the
girls, and sometimes followed them
home to bully them into silence.
“I hated what was happening
and my abusers made my skin
crawl,” the victim continued, “but
I was told that if I said a word to
anyone they’d come for my little
sisters.”
One of the perps, Azhar Ali
Mehmood, torched the house of
16-year-old Lucy Lowe after she
threatened to blow the whistle on
him — killing her, her mother, and
her sister in the process.
Victims say they got the message loud and clear: Keep your
mouth shut, or else.
The authorities kept their mouths
shut, too… because of liberal political correctness.
Police, social workers, teachers,

and medical workers — they all
saw gangs of middle-aged Pakistani
men in inappropriate situations with
children but kept their stiff upper lip
shut about it.
One young victim told The
Mirror, “I must have been getting
the morning after pill from a local
clinic at least twice a week, but no

(Continued from Page 10)
All NPRI is seeking is retiree
name, payroll amount, date of
retirement, years of service, last
employer, retirement type, original
retirement amount, and cost of living increases.
PERS argues there is some
vague possibility of identity theft or
fraud if this information is released,
though the courts have ruled such
supposition cannot outweigh the
public’s right to know how their tax
dollars are spent.
In fact, the Supreme Court has
already addressed and adjudicated
this in the Reno newspaper suit
in 2013, saying, “Because PERS
failed to present evidence to support its position that disclosure of
the requested information would
actually cause harm to retired employees or even increase the risk of
harm, the record indicates that their
concerns were merely hypothetical
and speculative. Therefore, because
the government’s interests in nondisclosure in this instance do not
clearly outweigh the public’s presumed right to access, we conclude
that the district court did not err in
balancing the interests involved in
favor of disclosure.”
NPRI’s attorney Joseph Becker
argued in a brief filed with the

court that the law “states that the
purpose of PERS is to, ‘provide a
reasonable base income to those
whose earning capacity has been
removed or substantially reduced,’
previously released records indicate
that there are retirees in their 40’s
collecting six figure disbursements
from PERS while still earning income from other sources. … Only
through the publication of name,
pension payout and related data
can the public better understand
how the system works and the legislative purpose be effectuated. …
Additionally, because lawmakers

can directly profit from decisions
they make pertaining to PERS,
there is an overwhelming need for
the public to have comprehensive
access to this information.” Seems
persuasive to us.
PERS should stop stalling and
release the records.
*****
Thomas Mitchell is a former
newspaper editor who now writes
conservative/libertarian columns
for weekly papers in Nevada.
You may email Mitchell at thomasmnv@yahoo.com. He blogs at
http://4thst8.wordpress.com/.
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one asked any questions.”
Cops looked down on the poor
girls from bad homes, treating them
like prostitutes instead of what they
were: Abused kids.
They regularly arrested the girls
— but law enforcement authorities
got rid of any religious or racial
information they collected about
the suspects.
What’s worse, Telford is the
latest in a long string of similar,
Muslim sex trafficking rings that
officials knew about but ignored
because of the rapists’ religion:
—In Rotherham, a Pakistani
child sex ring abused 1,400 girls between 1997 and 2013. One girl was
doused with gasoline and told she’d
be set on fire if she told anyone.
—1,153 people were referred to
the child sexual exploitation team
in Bradford in 2016-17.
—In Rochdale, two sets of
perpetrators worked in a row: One
trafficked 47 girls and, when its
members went to jail, another trafficked seven more.
—In Calderale, police arrested
20 men, aged 28 to 43, for trafficking British girls.
—There were 57 gang-grooming cases in 2013 alone.
A chief police constable told The
Independent, “I think there’s every
likelihood that this is happening
in every town and city across the
country.”
In every case, officials knew
about what was happening but told
no one, because they were afraid
they’d lose their jobs for Islamophobia — and they’re not wrong
to be worried.
Sarah Champion, the Member
of Parliament for Rotherham,
was forced to resign after writing,
“Britain has a problem with British

Pakistani men raping and exploiting
white girls.”
Her comment brought enormous
backlash — but British Pakistani
researchers and other experts say
Champion was right.
According to the Quilliam Foundation in a survey conducted by
British researchers of Pakistani
heritage, 84 percent of people convicted of gang sex grooming were
Muslim Pakistanis.
It doesn’t matter to authorities,
though. Officials seem to just want
the whole scandal to go away.
“I think the government is still
trying to play this down and make
out it’s not a major issue — they
are not doing enough,” said Sammy
Woodhouse, who was abused as a
teenager in Rotherham.
Even now in Telford, girls say
the rape gangs are still at work.
Officials have identified as many
as 200 perpetrators — and arrested
only 9.
Authorities are too busy protecting their image to protect the young
girls in their neighborhoods.
Assistant Chief Constable of
West Mercia Police, Martin Evans
told the BBC “Tackling child sexual
exploitation is, and has been for
some time, the number one priority
for police in Telford.”
Critics say that’s a lie and he
knows it. Their top priority is dodging PC charges of discrimination
— even if that means thousands of
young girls have to face unthinkable abuse.
*****
Frank Holmes is a reporter for
The Horn News. He is a veteran
journalist and an outspoken conservative that talks about the news
that was in his weekly article, “On
The Holmes Front.”
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Russia is already warmed up for a
massive attack on U.S. energy grid

By Morgan Wright
The Hill opinion contributor
August 18, 1941. A date which will live
in infamy.
No — the date is correct. That was the first
known attack on the Ukrainian energy grid by
Russia. Stalin’s secret police — the NKVD
— blew up the Zaporizhzhya hydroelectric
dam along the banks of the Dnieper River. Up
to 100,000 were killed by the ensuing flood
waters and damage.
But Russia wasn’t done yet.
December 23, 2015. Another date which
will live in infamy. That was the first successful attack against the energy grid using
a new type of malware called BlackEnergy.
Against the very same hydroelectric plant.
Except that wasn’t the most important date.
To Russia, December 23, 2014, exactly
one year earlier, is the date they really cared
about. The Ukrainian Parliament voted 303
to 8 to change their non-aligned status to
join NATO, and the last thing Russia wants
is a NATO country along their southwestern
border.
The BlackEnergy attack was punishment.
Pure and simple. So was annexing Crimea
in March of 2014. Any attack against the
energy grid in the United States will be about
punishment, as well.
BlackEnergy was originally developed in
2007 as a distributed denial-of-service tool
(DDoS). It evolved in 2014 to a full package that targeted Industrial Control Systems
(ICS), embedded espionage modules, the
ability to address multiple types of operating
systems and KillDisk. KillDisk erases files
and destroys the ability to boot up computers.
For years, groups linked to Russia have
been tied to the malware and the attacks.
Groups that are linked to Vladimir Putin.
Putin is more than a cyber bully. This is
about righting the perceived wrongs done to
him and the former Soviet Union by the great
enemy. This is about a modern version of the
U.S.S.R., and cyber warfare is the least risky
way to accomplish it.
Why?
Because the U.S. doesn’t have a firm
policy yet on dealing with warfare in the

fifth domain. Name and shame doesn’t work.
When does a bit and a byte get a bomb and a
bullet? We don’t know. And Putin knows that.
On Thursday, American officials publicly
accused Russia of conducting a “multi-stage
intrusion campaign” that involved malware
and spearphishing. Sounds familiar. Very
familiar. The latest report from the FBI and
DHS clearly says Russia is responsible for
the attacks:
“This alert provides information on
Russian government actions targeting U.S.
Government entities as well as organizations
in the energy, nuclear, commercial facilities,
water, aviation, and critical manufacturing
sectors.”
If the U.S. wants to see how a future
attack on our energy grid will look, and be
accomplished, we only need to look at how
Russia has turned Ukraine into their digital
punching bag for cyber-attacks.
The attack in Ukraine started with a
spearphishing email sent to the energy
company. The email looked like it came
from the Ukrainian parliament. Attached to
it was a Microsoft Excel spreadsheet. The
dreaded “Enable Macros?” box popped up,
and someone said Yes.
For six months, Russian cyber operatives
worked undetected, scanning the environment for weaknesses and passwords. Passwords to the Virtual Private Network (VPN)
that allowed access through the firewall to all

of the control system that ran the hydroelectric plant and substations.
It wasn’t enough to gain access. Again,
it was about punishment. Operation-specific
targeting of firmware inside critical equipment called serial-to-ethernet connectors
was part of the attack profile. These cables
allow commands from a computer to be sent
to the breakers.
Don’t worry, right? This is the reason
backup power is available. Wrong. Two of
three UPS’s (Uninterruptable Power Supply)
at the substations were also targeted. Don’t
forget the telephone system, too. As a final
topping, KillDisk was staged for a follow-on
attack.
On December 23, 2015, exactly one year
after the NATO affront to Russia by the
Ukrainian government, BlackEnergy was
unleashed.
Engineers sitting at their desk watched
cursors on their computer screens start moving. The ghost in the machine was activated.
In horror, they watched as breakers were
opened. Adding injury to insult, the engineers
were locked out of their own computers, their
passwords having been remotely reset.
Backup power was reconfigured to also
fail. A denial-of-service attack was launched
against the telephone system to prevent communication. And to top it off, ninety minutes
later KillDisk launched, extending the length
and severity of the attack.

This is what a cyberbully looks like as a
nation state. Ukraine is more important to
the United States than just being a potential
NATO ally. They’re important because they
are now the eastern front in a digital cold war
that is ramping up.
Russia and China are pushing regional
control of the internet. Not for the altruistic
reason of making the internet safer. For
Russia, the sole reason is to erect a new Iron
Curtain that protects them from attack. For
China, they already have the Great Firewall.
Putin is treating Ukraine as a tune-up fight
for the real heavyweight bout down the road.
The consequences of failure are small — the
risk of retaliation extremely low. I’d say this
serves as another wake-up call, but how many
times have we heard that about threats? Too
many to count.
This problem has landed squarely at the
feet of the president and Congress. We need
to know where the line is in cyberspace. For
one, stop this feckless policy of restrained
counter-punching. Our current deterrence
posture is a mere annoyance to Russia and
China.
The South China Sea and Crimea are their
response to our deterrence.
Let the bullies know there is a price to pay
for attacking our critical infrastructure, and
for stealing our technology. Every now and
then, the American public needs to know our
country has pushed back in a major way. We
don’t have to be told directly. We just need to
hear someone, somewhere, is paying a price
for attacking the United States.
The problem isn’t that this example is
a wake-up call if ever there was one. The
problem is that our government keeps hitting
the snooze button.
Morgan Wright is an expert on cybersecurity strategy, cyberterrorism, identity theft
and privacy. He’s currently a Senior Fellow
at the Center for Digital Government. Previously Morgan was a senior advisor in the
U.S. State Department Antiterrorism Assistance Program and senior law enforcement
advisor for the 2012 Republican National
Convention. Follow him on Twitter @morganwright_us.

Former FBI agent: If Mueller is to preserve
his integrity, he must step aside immediately

By Kenneth Strange
The Hill opinion contributor
It was painful to witness. One of
our own — a deputy FBI director
no less — was fired barely a day
or two away from retirement and a
certain pension. And now Andrew
McCabe faces possible federal
charges for lying to other federal
agents, charges that Special Prosecutor Robert Mueller knows all
too well and is wielding with great
effect in the Russian collusion case.
Still, I wonder about Mueller.
McCabe, Peter Strzok and James
Comey all are public servants who
former FBI Director Mueller mentored, supervised or knew well. It
has got to be hugely disappointing
for Mueller to stand by and watch
the people who he managed, who
worked for and were loyal to him,
and who he was fond of become a
part of this train wreck. As a former
supervisor, Mueller is accountable
for those people he supervised —
for the good and the bad. How does
he feel about it? We don’t know. He

remains mute.
We all know about Mueller’s
stellar career in the military, in the
Department of Justice and with
the FBI. Mueller played a key role
in enhancing the FBI’s image at a
seminal moment in bureau history.
And he should be and has been
lauded for his courage and tireless
service to the country. Everyone I
know at the bureau and at the DOJ
has had good things to say about
Mueller. More importantly, the
consensus among law enforcement
and beyond is that Bob Mueller is
a man of unquestionable integrity.
But that was then and this is
now.
Mueller’s first mistake was
in having Strzok as part of his
“dream” team of lawyers and
investigators. I thought Mueller
would have been a better judge of
character. It also begs the question
why Strzok would be selected to
work on both the Hillary Clinton
email investigation and the Russian
collusion case. It should have been

one or the other — that’s common
sense.
In fairness to Mueller, when he
discovered that Strzok, one of his
favorite investigators, was involved
in conduct unbecoming an FBI
agent, he acted immediately and
removed him from his team. But
Mueller kept that news quiet and
away from the public for several
months. That, in itself, seems out

of character for Mueller.
While Peter Strzok still lurks
in the basement of the Hoover
Building, the optics could not be
worse for Mueller and his impartial
investigation. His team has worked
diligently and for long hours to find
“the goods” on an array of unsuspecting and discrete individuals.
It would be a shame to have their
good work impugned by those who
would accuse Mueller of a conflict
of interest — that he is perceived as
too close to the same people who
initiated the allegation of Russian
collusion.
As it stands now, the credibility
of the special’s counsel’s investigation is steadily eroding. The longer
it goes on with Mueller, the man
behind the curtain, the less effective
the investigation and its results.
Mr. Mueller, show the American
people what my colleagues in law
enforcement already know — that
you are a man of great wisdom and
integrity. Do the honorable thing
and recuse yourself from the Rus-

sian collusion investigation. The
DOJ requires a special prosecutor
without ties to Jim Comey, Andrew
McCabe and Peter Strzok. The
investigation will get done; don’t
worry about that. Your team will
see to it.
Mr. Mueller, are you listening?
You restored public confidence in
the bureau.
Sen. Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa)
called you a “great American.”
You are still thought of highly. Step
aside with dignity and let the investigation play itself out without any
further controversy about you, the
FBI and your team. The American
people deserve no less.
Kenneth Strange served the FBI
as a member of the Joint Terrorism
Task Force in Newark, New Jersey
and as Special Agent in Charge of
the Department of Justice Office of
Inspector General in Los Angeles.
He is presently the vice president
of business development for an
international investigative services
company.

the ACA. Whereas a majority of
the justices held that the individual mandate exceeded Congress’
power under the Commerce and
Necessary and Proper Clauses, a
different majority held that it was
“fairly possible” to read the individual mandate plus its tax penalty
as a single, unified tax provision,
and thus could be supported under
Congress’ tax power — i.e., this is
how the Supreme Court held the
ACA constitutional.
In reaching this end, the majority concluded that Congress’

taxing-power interpretations was
only “fairly possible” because the
provision at issue raised “at least
some revenue for the Government.”
At least, it used to.
When Congress passed the
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act at the end
of 2017, one of the provisions set
the individual mandate penalty at
$0.00, but did not repeal the statutory language. In doing so, the individual mandate penalty ceased to
generate any revenue for the federal
government, the key component
that the Supreme Court relied upon
to find the mandate as an exercise of
taxation powers. And like a house
of cards, the ACA is poised to come
tumbling down.
Yet, without further action, the
house of cards still currently stands.
The Title I federal insurance regulations remain, which continue to
drive up insurance premiums. As
Congress seems poised to inject
more taxpayer funds into the ACA
black hole through bailouts of the
health insurance companies, states
led by Texas continue to pursue the
proper path that Washington, DC,
won’t — dismantling ObamaCare.
The Texas-led, twenty-state
coalition has now pulled the load
bearing card with the filing of this

suit. In their suit, the states rely
upon the rationale of the Supreme
Court itself in NFIB in arguing that
the individual mandate penalty no
longer generates revenue due to
the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, and,
therefore, no longer performs as an
exercise of taxation powers. And, as
the legislative history of the ACA
inextricably ties the individual
mandate to the remainder of the
ACA provisions, severability is not
an option.
The next step rests with the
Trump administration. In February 2015, President Trump stated,
“We’re going to absolutely terminate and repeal — we’re going
to repeal ‘ObamaCare.’ Has to be
repealed.” This administration has
the opportunity to do so by simply
agreeing with the Texas-led lawsuit
and declining to defend the ACA.
In doing so, this administration
will not be the cause of the downfall of the ACA, but merely allow
this crumbling statute to collapse
under its own weight. Like a house
of cards.
Robert Henneke (@RobHenneke) is the general counsel and
director of the Center for the American Future at the Texas Public
Policy Foundation.

Texas is leading charge to expose
the ObamaCare’s house of cards

By Robert Henneke
The Hill opinion contributor
During an October 2016 speech,
President Trump made this pledge
regarding the Affordable Care Act,
“My first day in office, I am going
to ask Congress to put a bill on my
desk getting rid of this disastrous
law and replacing it with reforms
that expand choice, freedom, affordability.”
While Congress failed to act, a
twenty-state coalition led by Texas
now provides President Trump
the same opportunity to eliminate
ObamaCare without waiting for
Congress.
Last month, these twenty states
filed the third installment in the
trilogy of ObamaCare litigation.
Whereas NFIB v. Sebelius and
King v. Burwell resulted in the
United Supreme Court contorting
the law to uphold the ACA, this
new proceeding — Texas v. United
States — uses the Supreme Court’s
holding in NFIB and the legislative
intent of the ACA to show it as now
unconstitutional.
The linchpin of the ACA is and
has always been the individual
mandate, the requirement that most
Americans purchase health insurance and, separately, a tax penalty

for most who fail to comply. Under
Congress’ own findings, the ACA’s
provisions do not function rationally without the individual mandate.
Congress found this requirement
as “essential to creating effective
health insurance markets,” and
that absence of the individual mandate “requirement would undercut
Federal regulation of the health
insurance market.”
In the NFIB case, the Supreme
Court intertwined the individual
mandate with the basis for upholding the constitutionality of
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America cannot afford to be left
behind on global development

By Liz Schrayer
The Hill opinion contributor
It’s happening all over the developing world, from Asia to Africa to Latin America. Railways,
highways, pipelines and bridges
are springing up from Kenya to
Kazakhstan as part of an infrastructure initiative that is estimated
to be seven times the size of the
Marshall Plan. Last year alone,
new investments in seaports were
estimated at over $20 billion, twice
as much as the year before. Who is
the economic powerhouse leading
the way? Not the United States,
but China.
It doesn’t take a seasoned traveler to observe this phenomenon
when arriving in Addis Ababa or
Accra, or most other African countries. The continent is the home to
six of the 10 fastest growing economies in the world. Just last week,
China announced a new aid agency
to coordinate their growing global
programs and influence. It’s not just
the Chinese who are investing. It’s
Japan, France, Germany, Britain
and more. This begs the obvious
question: Is America getting left
behind?
While the United States is never
going to mirror China’s state-driven
investment model, nor should it,
we have an opportunity to play to
our strengths and win big. America
has a range of tools that advance
our economic and national security
interests around the globe, and it’s
time to rev them up. A key player
in that toolkit, which has been modernized and reformed over the past,
decade is our global development
and foreign assistance programs.

From President George W.
Bush’s drive to establish the Millennium Challenge Corporation to
the USAID’s efforts to leverage the
private sector on food security and
energy, we’ve seen a smart shift
towards results-driven programs
that are not only fighting global
poverty and advancing our national
security, but are also creating more
access, customers and level playing
field for U.S. businesses.
But America has another economic tool, development finance,
which has been underutilized and
is an absolute winner for us and
for the developing world. In developing countries, particularly in
conflict and fragile states, there are
often opportunities that can’t get
commercial lending because they
are seen as too “risky.”
To help unleash private sector
growth and opportunity, a small
U.S. government agency that was
created in 1971, known as the
Overseas Private Investment Corporation (OPIC), helps reduce the

risk through loan guarantees and
political risk insurance. These investments help catalyze sustainable
economic development and enables
American companies to seize these
opportunities where there is no
commercial market, advancing U.S.
economic and security interests. It
is a win-win.
As companies turn a profit and
pay back their loans with interest,
it’s a tool that also makes money
for the U.S. taxpayer and has returned nearly $4 billion back to the
Treasury in deficit reduction over
the last 10 years. Last year, every
dollar that OPIC invested leveraged another $2.55 in additional
financing for critical economic
development initiatives. Make no
mistake, development finance is not
a replacement for foreign assistance
investments. Both provide critical
sources of leverage, but our current
efforts are simply far too small and
underutilized to help fully advance
our national security interests,
fight global poverty, and ensure

American businesses can compete
in the world.
The fact is that from Scandinavia
to South Korea, America is getting
outcompeted on this critical part
of our economic development
toolkit. Across the pond, where the
economy of the United Kingdom is
seven times smaller than ours, the
British proposed quadrupling their
development finance portfolio last
year to $60 billion, which would
be double that of the current OPIC
financing limit. If you compare us
to the Dutch, our economy is 24
times bigger, but they’ve got 50
percent more staff than we do at
their development finance agency.
Fortunately, both ends of Pennsylvania Avenue agree that it’s
time we up our game and put our
development finance tools on steroids. Sens. Bob Corker (R-Tenn.)
and Chris Coons (D-Del.) alongside Reps. Ted Yoho (R-Fla.) and
Adam Smith (D-Wash.) recently
introduced the Better Utilization of
Investments Leading to Development Act of 2018. This bipartisan
legislation builds on the smart effort
by the administration, spearheaded
by OPIC president Ray Washburne,
that has been picking up steam since
the latest national security strategy
called for America to “modernize
its development finance tools so
that U.S. companies have incentives to capitalize on opportunities
in developing countries.”
While Congress and the administration still have to fine tune all
the details, the legislation would
create a new U.S. development
finance agency, streamline our
current programs, and double the

size of our development finance
portfolio to $60 billion. This would
be game-changing throughout the
developing world. Whether we
want to help a key ally like Jordan
increase its power generation, empower sheep herders in western Afghanistan get their wool to markets,
or transform the Rwandan coffee
sector, development finance is central to how we lift communities out
of poverty and promote stability.
With nearly 90 percent of financial flows to the developing world
now coming from private sources,
the key for America’s global development toolkit is how we use
government dollars to catalyze and
unleash the private sector not only
through compacts with the Millenium Challenge Corporation, partnerships with USAID, volunteers for
the Peace Corps, and investments
in our multilateral institutions, but
also through a robust development
finance agenda.
In this tumultuous political
season, what’s remarkable is that
everyone seems to agree on this,
from President Trump to Democrats
and Republicans in Congress. As of
late, they aren’t agreeing on much.
Given the stakes and the opportunity, America now has a significant
plan to strengthen our development
finance toolkit. It’s time we have an
issue that everyone can get behind,
so that America isn’t left behind.
Liz Schrayer is president and
CEO of the U.S. Global Leadership
Coalition, an alliance of more than
500 businesses and organizations
that advocates for American diplomatic and developmental efforts
around the world.

behind getting the ambassadorship
slots fully filled. Throw into the mix
his not-very-well-hidden friction
with Jared Kushner and Ivanka
Trump, and it’s somewhat amazing
he lasted as long as he did.
Change was coming and it was
inevitable. In light of potential talks
with North Korea, yesterday was
as good a day as any to make the
change. And there is little mystery
as to why Trump tapped Mike
Pompeo to be the new secretary
of state.
From being an early supporter of
Trump’s presidential bid, to being
a respected conservative member

of the House Select Committee
on Intelligence with a resume that
includes West Point and Harvard,
Pompeo’s 14 months as CIA director were important, as he helped
realign the agency but also solidified something with Trump that
Tillerson never seemed to have
(or, seemingly, never really cared
to have): personal rapport with the
president.
There is also real alignment between Pompeo and Trump on some
of the major issues facing this administration. In Congress, Pompeo
was a hardliner on Iran, likening its
current regime to a “thuggish police
state,” and said that he looked forward to rolling back the disastrous
nuclear deal with the “world’s
largest state sponsor of terrorism.”
The wails one heard Tuesday with the announcement of
Pompeo’s new role emanated from
Ben Rhodes, President Obama’s
deputy national security advisor,
who saw the real beginning of the
end for the terrible Iran deal that he
engineered.
He’s also taken a hardline stance
on North Korea, saying that there
must be regime change to solve the
nuclear crisis. In light of President
Trump’s potential talks with North
Korea, there is simply no way that

Trump could have gone into those
talks with Tillerson at his side.
With his personal rapport,
Pompeo is simpatico with Trump
on the major issues, simply by
having a similar worldview. Now,
as secretary of state-designee (and
very likely to be confirmed easily),
Pompeo will have a much larger
role in putting Trump’s foreign
policy into action but also in selling
it to the American public as well.
He’s been one of the administration’s best spokespersons on the
Sunday morning news shows, and
will be a much stronger “salesman”
than Tillerson: When you are philosophically aligned and have a
personal relationship with the boss,
it makes it much easier to sell and
defend the boss’s policies.
While the change at the Department of State was abrupt, it was a
necessary realignment moment at
a very good time. With Pompeo at
his side, President Trump will now
have a much more unified front as
he and his administration tackle the
desperately important issues of Iran
and North Korea in the days and
months ahead.
Ned Ryun is a former presidential writer for George W. Bush and
the founder and CEO of American
Majority.

pacity arena, it was clear that the
tens of thousands gathered there
were mostly manual laborers laid
off or just clinging to local industry, people who by default — and
whose parents and grandparents,
by default — would have always
voted Democrat.
But when Melania and then the
president arrived on stage, they
reacted as one, blasting out “USA!
USA!” and “Drain the swamp!”
chants as if we were in one of
the most conservative Southern
districts. All this happened just
more than six months after the

actual election. This is why the
mainstream all believed Hillary
Clinton would win. None of the
establishment “elite” could fathom
working-class voters from the Steel
Valley voting for a billionaire from
New York. But they did.
What does this mean for the
imminent midterms? It means that,
again, prior models and standard
predictive systems are likely still
incapable of capturing what the
Trump phenomenon means politically. The hackneyed analyses,
suggesting that incumbent parties
always fare poorly in a midterm,
may be just as sound as the predictions the New York Times and other
mainstream publications made
about Hillary having a 90 percent
and more shot at the presidency.
The November elections will
be decided by a combination of
two key factors. First, do the Democrats have any message beyond
“Russia collusion” and their fringe
elements’ calls to impeach the president? With the economy predicted
to exceed 3 percent gross domestic
product growth already, the tax
reform bearing tangible fruit for
millions, and employee bonuses
and corporate repatriation already

reaching hundreds of billions of
dollars, the Democratic message
seems all the more irrelevant by
the day.
Second is whether or not the
Republican Party manages to successfully internalize the core lesson
of the Trump revolution that is most
relevant for the party — that Trump
was only accidentally the GOP
candidate for president and he won,
not because of his association with
Republicans, but despite it.
If Republicans understand
just how revolutionary and system-smashing an event the election
of Trump was, and they then hitch
their future to his brand of anti-establishment leadership, there will
be no hope for the Democrats come
November.
Donald Trump has demonstrated
a remarkable capacity to learn at the
wheel. Now the question is, have
the professional politicians learned
and internalized just how revolutionary the times we are living in
actually are?
*****
Sebastian Gorka, Ph.D., is a national security strategist with Fox
News and former deputy assistant
and strategist to President Trump.

State’s abrupt switch needed to put U.S. policy on track

By Ned Ryun
The Hill opinion contributor
While there were plenty of gasps,
handwringing and pearl-clutching
among some when President Trump
abruptly fired Secretary of State
Rex Tillerson on Tuesday, one
would have had to be completely
blind to not see it coming.
Granted, the process of firing
Tillerson could have been handled
much better by Trump. Tillerson,
by any standard, is one of the more
accomplished secretaries of state
we’ve had in recent times. Because
of his resume, and simply because
of the prestige of the position, it
would have been nice if there’d
been a face-to-face meeting in the
Oval Office, a simple explanation
of why it wasn’t going to work out,
followed by a firm handshake and
thanks for his service.
However, at the end of the day,
every member of the executive
branch serves at the pleasure of the
president, and when POTUS is no
longer pleased with that service, he
may fire anyone he pleases — by
carrier pigeon, if he so chooses.
An administration cannot be truly successful on the foreign policy
front when its chief diplomat and
his president are not on the same
page on almost anything. That’s

why Tillerson’s tenure at the state
department was untenable for so
many different reasons: It’s hard
to list what he actually agreed with
Trump on; it is, however, very easy
to list where he disagreed on major
issues — from moving the U.S.
embassy to Jerusalem, to Qatar, to
how to handle North Korea, to the
very significant issue of the Iranian
nuclear deal.
Behind the scenes, Tillerson also
was of the very firm opinion that
he would decide the staffing of the
state department, which isn’t quite
how it works, and he appeared disinterested in putting any real weight

By Sebastian Gorka
The Hill opinion contributor
Gen. Michael Flynn was absolutely right when he described Nov.
8, 2016 as a “political revolution.”
The election of a total political
outsider to the position of president
of the United States was a peaceful revolution, but a revolution
nonetheless. Having worked for
candidate Trump and then President
Trump, I have seen from close up
what it is that makes him very
different from the usual “swamp
creatures” that infest the political
bubble that is Washington, D.C.
From our very first meeting in
Trump Tower in the summer of
2015, when we discussed foreign
policy prior to the Republican national security debate of that fall,
when halfway through the conversation he simply turned to his
then-campaign manager and said,
“I like this guy. Let’s hire him!”
to later working for the president
in the White House, this is a man
who doesn’t wait for polling data to
make a decision. Donald Trump is
a decisive leader who relies on an
uncanny instinctual common sense
to “get stuff done,” a style that sits
very well with those outside the

Beltway.
To understand just how different
this non-politician is, you simply
have to watch his address to the
2018 CPAC annual meeting. In a
speech that lasted for more than
an hour, President Trump acted in
ways that “establishment” politicians never do. From the prolonged
self-deprecation about hiding his
bald spot, to his calling the prepared
teleprompter text “boring” and
then freewheeling his remarks, to
the point at which he stopped and
pulled out and read a poem about
an ungrateful snake to illustrate the
problems with the immigration system he inherited, this was most definitely not the safe, pollster-based
speechifying of either the Democrat
or the Republican politician that so
typifies Washington.
But it works. How do I know
this? It was made most obvious to
me when we flew with the president
last summer to Youngstown, Ohio.
Driving from the base where we
landed with Air Force One, past disused steel mill after disused factory,
we saw hundreds of locals lining
the streets wearing their MAGA
hats waving the Stars and Stripes.
Once we arrived in the filled-to-ca-

The Trump revolution is here to stay
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Did McCabe commit a crime?
Mueller owes public answers
By Jonathan Turley
The Hill opinion contributor
In the movie classic “Three
Days of the Condor,” a weathered
spy master played by John Houseman spoke about his work after the
Great War “before we knew enough
to number them.” When a subordinate asks if he missed “that kind of
action,” Houseman responds dryly,
“Nope. I miss that kind of clarity.”
Robert Mueller may have the
same longing after the termination
of FBI deputy director Andrew
McCabe, whose alleged misconduct involved the same acts that
led the special counsel to indict
figures like former National Security Adviser Michael Flynn, George
Papadopoulos, Rick Gates and Alex
van der Zwaan. If McCabe did lie
to investigators, the question is
whether a lack of clarity will lead
to a troubling lack of consistency
in the interpretation of the criminal
code.
The inspector general at the
Justice Department questioned
McCabe about the leaking of
information to the media during
the investigation of the Clinton
Foundation. According to reports,
the investigators concluded that
McCabe misled them on his role as
the source of sensitive information
given to the Wall Street Journal.
The Office of Professional Responsibility (OPR) later recommended that McCabe be fired, an
exceedingly rare recommendation
from career staff at the Justice
Department. Whatever the content
of the report, they were serious
enough to reportedly lead FBI Director Christopher Wray to demand
that McCabe take a terminal leave

Maramis

(Continued from Page 10)
Hawking never found God. He believed there is a “grand design” to
the universe, but he believed it had
nothing to do with God. Because
he was generally considered one
of the smartest people on Earth
— and because he was a world
famous theoretical physicist and
cosmologist who received many
honors for his work in the field of
cosmology, quantum physics, black
holes, and the nature of spacetime,
what he said generally mattered
to the world at large. And the one
thing he said that got many people,
religious leaders, to make strong
rebuttals was that God did not
create the universe. Hawking believed their arguments showed little
understanding of science, and that
they often amounted to little more
than “that’s what the Bible says,”
or “that’s what I believe.” Hawking
made the controversial statement
that God didn’t exist, and added, “I
am an atheist” in 2014, even though
he apparently held that belief for
most of his life.
Over the years, Hawking had
made many statements in opposition to religious beliefs. Here are
a few:
—“There is a fundamental difference between religion, which
is based on authority, and science,
which is based on observation and
reason. Science will win because
it works.”
(My comments: He was making
an assumption about religion being
based on authority rather than anything else. He was also assuming
that religion and science are not
compatible. It is my contention —
and the contention of some great
minds — that the reality of religion
consists in the fact of human experience. Besides, in the mortal state,
nothing can be absolutely proven
anyway; both science and religion
are predicated on assumptions. It
is my further contention that there
is no contest between science and
religion, and that truth, no matter
which side it falls on, does not suffer from close examination.)
—“We are each free to believe
what we want, and it’s my view
that the simplest explanation is:
there is no God. No one created
our universe, and no one directs
our fate.“ He went on to say, “This
leads me to a profound realization
that there probably is no heaven and
no afterlife either.”
(My comments: Our greatest
gift is the fact that we ARE free
to believe whatever we want, and
while it may be “simple” to take
God out of the equation of life, it
really makes no sense. He goes on

Oversight Committees, or simply
informed the members of their
existence. Instead, he elected to
remove them and leak information
to the media. Comey has faced no
consequences for his misconduct.
In the end, McCabe could still
easily receive his estimated $60,000
a year pension for life before reaching retirement age. (He never truly
lost his pension, which is “vested”
under federal law. He was seeking
early pension at 50 under a special
provision). In a tweet by Andrea
Mitchell of NBC News, it was
suggested that a “friendly member
of Congress” could hire McCabe
briefly so he could “qualify for
pension benefits by extending his
service the extra days.”
Various Democratic members
have already lined up with such
offers for McCabe, which might not
work since he may need a federal
law enforcement position and was
fired “for cause.” In the meantime,
Flynn reportedly agreed to his plea
deal after legal costs drained him of
his savings and forced him to sell
his house. He would dearly love to
be worrying about a pension rather
than prison at this point.
There may be distinctions to
draw between the statements made
by McCabe and defendants like
Flynn. But they, and the public,
deserve an explanation from someone and maybe even a modicum of
clarity on what constitutes a crime
in these investigations.
*****
Jonathan Turley is the Shapiro
Professor of Public Interest Law
at George Washington University.
You can follow him on Twitter @
JonathanTurley.

weeks before he was fired by Attorney General Jeff Sessions.
Sessions later issued a statement
that the “OIG and FBI OPR reports
concluded that Mr. McCabe had
made an unauthorized disclosure
to the news media and lacked candor — including under oath — on
multiple occasions.” The inspector
general could still refer this record
to prosecutors for possible criminal
charges. Mueller, however, could
face more immediate questions in
light of the McCabe action. Mueller
has maintained that any intentional
false or misleading statement to
investigators constitutes a crime
under 18 U.S.C. 1001. Not “multiple” statements, but any statement.
Moreover, these statements were
not described as instances as a “lack
of candor” but lies. In Flynn’s case,
investigators working under Comey
reportedly concluded that Flynn
was not intentionally misleading

them when he denied that sanctions were discussed in meetings
with Russian diplomats during the
transition. Prosecutors are not given
the discretion to charge people with
crimes simply because it is convenient to induce cooperation. They
must establish that the underlying
crime was committed and that they
are following a consistent interpretation of the criminal code.
For McCabe’s part, he insisted
that he did not intentionally mislead investigators in giving the
“sensitive” information to the Wall
Street Journal. He also insists that
he had the authority to give nonpublic information to the media.
Yet, Flynn also had authority to
meet with Russian diplomats as
part of the transition period. Both
men were targeted not due to the
underlying actions, but allegedly
lying about them.
If McCabe is not indicted, Muel-

ler may miss the clarity of his
earlier indictments. And it may get
worse. As discussed in an earlier
column, McCabe indicated that he
informed Comey of his “interaction” with the Wall Street Journal.
However, Comey previously denied
that he ever leaked information or
approved such leaks by others. If
the inspector general considered
McCabe a leaker, it would implicate
Comey, who is a key witness for
Mueller, in not just the same leak
but false statements to Congress.
Not only would it make it difficult
to call Comey as a witness, it could
lead some cooperating witnesses
like Flynn to question the veracity
behind their plea agreements.
McCabe could spell trouble for
Comey in another respect. Various
news organizations are reporting
that McCabe wrote memos on his
meetings with Trump and gave
those memos to Mueller. There
is no allegation that he leaked
those memos. That stands in stark
contrast to Comey who removed
his memos after he was fired and
then gave his memos to his friend,
Columbia Law professor Daniel
Richman, who then leaked the
information to media. The FBI has
already confirmed that these memos were FBI documents subject to
review and release procedures.
Worse yet, the FBI has confirmed that four of the seven memos that Comey removed are now
believed to be classified. Since he
reportedly gave four memos to his
friend, at least one of the documents
given to Richman may have contained classified information. Comey could have given his memos to
the House and Senate Intelligence

to say that his profound realization
is that there “probably” is no heaven and no afterlife. Obviously, in
his mind, if he rejects the existence
of God, there is no one to “run”
heaven or an afterlife. After all, he
never searched for God, so he never
found him.)
—Some have said that Hawking’s long life was a miracle.
Hawking did not believe this, saying, “Religion believes in miracles,
but they are not compatible with
science.” He also said, “However
bad life may seem, there is always
something you can do, and succeed at. While there’s life, there is
hope.” Now THAT last statement
is something with which we can
heartily agree!
(My comments: He rejected
miracles as not being compatible
with science, as though miracles
were somehow religion’s strong
suit. True religion, I believe, has
nothing to do with alleged miracles,
which hark back to the primitive
religions of magic. Never does
revealed religion point to miracles
as proof of authority. Religion is
always rooted and grounded in
personal experience.)
—“Before we understand science, it is natural to believe that
God created the universe. But now
science offers a more convincing
explanation.” And...
—“When people ask me if a God
created the universe, I tell them that
the question itself makes no sense.
Time didn’t exist before the Big
Bang, so there is no time for God
to make the universe in.”
(My comments: There are those
who will never understand — or
want to understand — science, and
yet they will still stout-heartedly
not believe that God created the
universe. Or they will believe that
it was created literally according to
the Bible story of Creation, which
conflicts with science; while yet
others consider that however the
universe started — “Big Bang”
or not — God set it all into being.

There need not be any conflict
between “Big Bang” and Creation,
since God could well have started
things in that manner if he chose to
do so. And just in case those who
want to believe in the Creation story
also want to believe in science,
consider that God also created
evolution, which brought us to the
way the universe is today. God and
science together, partners of a sort.)
In his book, “The Theory of Everything,” Hawking wrote “M-Theory predicts that a great many universes were created out of nothing.
Their creation does not require the
intervention of some supernatural
being or God. Rather these multiple universes arise naturally from
physical law.”
The Archbishop of Canterbury,
Dr. Rowan Williams, said “... Physics on its own will not settle the
question of why there is something
rather than nothing.” I concur.

Hawking did not disprove the
existence of God. What he did do,
however, is show how the universe
could have come into existence
without a Prime Mover to set things
into motion — because that is what
he was trying for. Had he set out to
find God instead, perhaps he would
have, and science would not be the
worse for it.
The existence of God can never
be proven by scientific experiment
or by the pure reason of logical deduction or we wouldn’t be having
this controversy. One who did not
know God, or whose God-knowingness was mentally rejected due
to a surfeit of other-knowingness,
could not possibly make a choice
for survival after death, not knowing or believing that such survival
exits. However, if there is any way
at all for those who fall into that
category to be shown otherwise
upon one’s transition to the other

side of mortal life, we can be sure
that a mind such as Hawking’s
would immediately see the value
in choosing that survival.
Physical certainly obviously
consists in the logic of science;
moral certainty in the wisdom of
philosophy; yet spiritual certainty
consists in the truth of genuine
religious experience — if not here
while still on earth, than perhaps
in that wrinkle of time following
death, where one might be granted
that one free will choice to choose
what couldn’t be seen before.
May Stephen Hawking finally find the God behind the “Big
Bang.”
*****
Maramis Choufani is the Managing Editor of the Las Vegas
Tribune. She writes a weekly column in this newspaper. To contact
Maramis, email her at maramis@
lasvegastribune.com.

(Continued from Page 10)
week. Similar cases, same arguments, almost same evidence, same
judge. The judge gave freedom to
one defendant and sent the other
person back to prison.
I lost count of the many times I
have said that in Las Vegas people
have the tendency to make a federal
case out of an arbitration. Now everybody is against District Attorney
Steve Wolfson’s decision to stand
behind an employee of many years
who has make a mistake because of
an addiction. Many are questioning
his decision under the belief that
Mr. Wolfson cannot honestly prosecute others for the same offense of
theft when he cannot prosecute his
own employee.
Regardless if it is smoking, drug
use, alcohol consumption or gambling, those things are not just habits but addictions and anybody in
that situation deserves, at the least,
some compassion, considering the
fact that an addiction is an illness.

After all, Mr. Wolfson was the
victim in that situation and he has
chosen not to prosecute because he
cares for the lady, he understood her
inner problem and also because she
paid her debt back.
It is very easy to judge others,
but do we ever stop to see our own
faults?
There are others claiming that
we need to remember that case

at time of election. Why is it that
we always see faults in others,
but never stop for a second to see,
comprehend, and understand our
own mistakes in life?
Perly Viasmensky is the General
Manager of the Las Vegas Tribune.
She writes a weekly column in this
newspaper. To contact Perly Viasmensky, email her at pviasmensky@
lasvegas tribune.com.

Viasmensky

An outreach
program to help
the homeless to
help themselves.
ChaplainStevenStJohn.Com
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Terry Fator celebrates his ninth
anniversary with two new puppets

By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by Edison Graff
Stardust Fallout
Terry Fator’s nine years at the
Mirage have been filled with fun
and surprises! He is surrounded
with lovable puppet characters but
always wants to make his show
bigger and better!
Terry said, “I’ve been wanting to
add more real-life celebrities to the
show as my audiences are coming
from all over the world and music
truly is that universal language —
especially when the audience sees
Michael Jackson or a Beatle!”
The latest two new puppet characters are immediately recognizable, two of the finest entertainment
superstars — Michael Jackson and
Paul McCartney. Terry’s show is always exiting, now with the addition
of Jackson and McCartney there’s
even more humor and songs!
Michael Jackson presents his
greatest hits to please all his fans.
There’s a duet between Michael
and Paul McCartney singing The
Girl is mine.” Managing the vocals
and manipulations for two puppets
at the same time would be difficult
yet Terry’s smooth performance
impressed everyone. Later Paul
sings the Beatles classics.
Terry Fator, so talented as a
singer, comedian and celebrity
impressionist, does it all! When
Fator first began his Las Vegas run,
he vowed to continuously keep
the show fresh and introduce new
characters each year as a thank you
to fans.
If you have seen Terry Fator’s
show, you’ll want to see it again
with 16 puppets. Which ones will
he choose?
Fator’s comedy, singing and celebrity impersonations have earned
him the 2017 Best Strip Entertainer
award by the Las Vegas Weekly, the 2017 Best Impersonator,
Best Comedian, and Best Family
Friendly Show awards by the Las
Vegas Review Journal’s Best of
Vegas, and many more accolades
worldwide. The legendary pop stars
join the cast alongside Terry’s most
beloved characters — Winston the
Impersonating Turtle, the world’s
greatest Elvis impersonator Maynard Tompkins, Vikki the Cougar,
Fernando V. Francisco, Emma
Taylor, “Sir Elton John,” “President
Donald Trump,” and many more, in
Terry Fator Tonight.
Terry Fator: The VOICE of Entertainment presents Terry Fator
Tonight: Monday — Thursday,
select Fridays and Saturdays - 7:30
p.m. Tickets start at $59, plus applicable taxes and fees.
Tickets can be purchased at the
Terry Fator Theatre box office, by
phone at 702-792-7777 or 800-9639634 or online at mirage.com.

For more information, visit terryfator.com.
Terry Fator became a household
name in 2007 when he won Season
2 of “America’s Got Talent” with
his unique brand of entertainment
that combines singing, comedy, and
unparalleled celebrity impressions.
After 25 years of honing his skills at
county fairs and venues across the
country, the Dallas-bred entertainer’s big “AGT” win at age 42 catapulted him into the upper echelon

Terry Fator with Sandy Zimmerman

Terry Fator with new Michael Jackson and Paul McCartney puppets.

of entertainers, landing him at No.
3 on Forbes’ list of the top-earning
comics behind Jerry Seinfeld and
Kevin Hart in 2015. The feat is
due largely to his multi-million
dollar deal with the Mirage Hotel
& Casino in Las Vegas where his
award-winning show, “Terry Fator:
The VOICE of Entertainment,” has
been running since 2009.
*****
Talk Show Host/Syndicated
Feature Series Columnist Sandy
Zimmerman is Talk Show Host of
the Las Vegas Today Show television programs and Discover the
Ultimate Vacation television travel
specials both taped “on location in
Las Vegas and around the world.”
Entertainment/Restaurant/Travel
Reviewer. For information, email:
sandyzimm2003@yahoo.com or
call: 702-515-0846.

Terry Fator, left, with Carrot Top.

Terry Fator (center) with Matt Goss and Tape Face.
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Bob Anderson returns to Las Vegas

By Mike Kermani
Las Vegas Tribune
Bob Anderson, who returns to
Las Vegas on March 23-24 to the
South Point Hotel/Spa, and its
wonderful Showroom, is a living
link to one of the greatest periods
of music ever given to the world,
and could well be called America’s
Ambassador of Music.
In his show at the South Point,
Anderson will not only be doing
his famous impressions of the great
singers he has become friends with
over the years, but will be singing
numerous songs as Bob Anderson,
and will occasionally tell his story
associated with that particular song:
One might be about meeting Bobby
Darin in Detroit when he was a
young man, or the time he sat in
a huge bathroom in Atlantic City
with Sammy Davis, Jr., listening to
his stories, and then watching him
tap dance for nearly 20 minutes.
It could be a story about meeting
Sammy Cahn and performing his
songs on Broadway at the Ed Sullivan Theater.
A sampling of the songs you will
hear include: If I Ruled the World, I
Get a Kick Out of You, I’m Going
Places, Lost in the Stars, The Mood
I’m In, I’ve Grown Accustom to
Her Face, and I Remember You.
In 2015, Anderson wrote and
starred in the award-winning show,
“FRANK… The Man, The Music”
which had a successful 49 week
run at The Palazzo Theater in Las
Vegas. It quickly became the talk
of the town and the must-see show.
Media from around the world called
the production the most authentic
reenactment of a Frank Sinatra concert ever performed on a live stage.
Show times for both Friday and
Saturday performances are set for
7:30 p.m., with doors opening at
6:30 p.m. Tickets range in price
from $20.00 to $30.00 and may be
obtained by calling 702-796-7111.
*****
FLEMING’S EASTER
SPECIAL BRUNCH MENU
FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY
On April 1, guests will enjoy
a special, prix fixe Easter brunch
menu starting at $47. The menu
begins with your choice of Lobster
Bisque, Modern Caesar or House
made Burrata Salad followed by a
mouthwatering entrée selection that
includes Fleming’s Signature Eggs
Benedict, Cinnamon Apple Brioche
French Toast or Ora King Salmon
Cobb Salad. All entrées are accompanied by Lyonnaise potatoes with
caramelized onions and chopped
parsley as well as pan-seared
asparagus with blistered grape
tomatoes. To end the afternoon on
a sweet note, guests can indulge in
a choice of New York Cheesecake,
Crème Brulee or Fresh Berries and
Chantilly Cream.
Fleming’s hasn’t forgotten about

the little ones — children even have
their own prix fixe menu! Starting
with fresh seasonal fruits, children
have the choice of Cheddar Cheese
Omelet, Steak and Fries or Cinnamon Apple Brioche French Toast
and an ice cream sundae or fresh
fruit sorbet for dessert.
*****
SAVE THE DATE —
PAGLIACCI — APRIL 20-29
Sin City Opera has created an
astounding new production of the
opera Pagliacci by Ruggero Leoncavallo. The opera now takes place
on the set of the “Pagliacci Comedy
Hour” a 1950’s style television
show with a “Mad Men-esque” cast
of characters.
Instead of a chorus of local
country folk we have a number
of grips, best boys, gaffers, script
girl, make-up and hair stylists,
secretaries, and studio singers all
battling with Canio’s (Pagliacci)
incessant need for attention, played
by tenor, William McCullough. His
wife and television co-star Nedda,
played by Soprano, Anna-Lisa
Hackett deals with the abuse of her
husband through an extra-marital
affair with Silvio, played by Ianrod
Gargantiel, our young hero in “The
Pagliacci Comedy Hour.” Baritone,
Andrew Gray as Tonoi, and Tenor,
John Hammel as Beppe round out
the rest of the comedy hour players whose actions finally lead to
the destruction of the lovers, the
television show, and this emotionally-disintegrating cast of players.
Pagliacci by Ruggero Leoncavallo — Winchester Cultural
Center, April 20–29, 2018
Tickets: $20 Winchester Cultural Center, 3130 McLeod Dr, Las
Vegas, NV 89121. Phone: (702)
455-7340. Ticket Link: http://www.
sincityopera.com/
*****

THE ITALIAN AMERICAN
CLUB OF LAS VEGAS WILL
HOST TRIBUTE TO ITS
MOST NOTABLE
MEMBER, FRANK SINATRA
— FEATURING ACCLAIMED
TRIBUTE ARTIST
DAVE HALSTON
Home to Sinatra-era myths
and legends, the famed Las Vegas
Italian American Club will host a
nostalgic evening of Frank Sinatra’s

music featuring vintage Vegas ambiance with crooner Dave Halston
on the stage where “Ol’ Blue Eyes”
performed.
Coming May 4th, the Italian
American Club of Las Vegas will
host a tribute to its most illustrious
member: Frank Sinatra. And who
better to bring the essence of Ol’
Blue Eyes back to that legendary
stage but the exceptional Dave
Halston. Critics have raved about
Holston’s tribute to the iconic
Sinatra, calling it “stunning” and
“spot-on”. Halston creates a brilliant interpretation of the beloved
Chairman of the Board.
Dave Halston comes to Las
Vegas with an impressive list of
achievements. When he performed
for Mrs. Sinatra, she was brought to
tea rs and by his rendition of “My
Way”, Frank’s signature song. He
has also entertained Jeanne Martin
(Mrs. Dean Martin), recording artist
Michael Feinstein, recording artist
Steve Tyrell and Mr. Las Vegas
himself, Wayne Newton.
The new Steak ‘n Shake restaurant is the first location on the Las
Vegas Strip and offers gaming stations, bar, milkshake bar and more.
*****
JUMP INTO SUMMER AT
HIDEAWAY POOL INSIDE
TOPGOLF LAS VEGAS
Topgolf Las Vegas opens Hideaway Pool! Starting April 6, locals
and visitors are welcome to stay
cool by the pool while hitting some
golf balls and soaking up the sun.
Additionally, the entertainment
venue has a roster of fun summer-centric entertainment in store
for all guests to enjoy including The
ACM Lifting Lives Topgolf Tee
Off, Kids Summer Academy, and
a groovy musical lineup.
Pool and Cabanas
— Friday, April 6
The Topgolf’s Hideaway Pool
officially opens from 10 a.m. until
6 p.m. for guests 21 and over. The
pool is open to the public with no
entry fee and lounge chairs and
days beds are available on a firstcome, first-serve basis. For specific
pricing and reservations contactLasVegasEvents@topgolf.com.

UFC Viewing Party
— Saturday, April 7
This is an all-ages event. General admission tickets starts at
$15 (entry based on first come,
first serve) and premium options,
including reserved seating, are
available by contacting LasVegasEvents@topgolf.com.
Event: UFC 223
Date: Saturday, April 7
Fight: Tony Ferguson vs. Khabib
Nurmagomedov
Location: Level 1
Time: Preliminary fights starts
at 5 p.m.
*****
HOOTERS CASINO
HOTEL LAS VEGAS
OPENS THE STRIP’S
FIRST STEAK ‘N SHAKE
LOCATION
Hooters Casino Hotel Las Vegas
opened The Strip’s first Steak ‘n
Shake location Friday, March 16
at 6 p.m., which offers guests an
expanded dining experience to the
property. The new restaurant will
be open daily from 10 a.m. to 4
a.m. until Monday, April 2 when
the restaurant transitions to open 24
hours, seven days a week.
The new Steak ‘n Shake restau-

rant will be the only Las Vegas
location to serve the entire breakfast
menu in addition to the franchises
signature steakburgers and milkshakes. Guests can also dine on select specials such as the new Prime
Burger featuring a 6-ounce steak
patty with the choice of Western
BBQ or Truffle Prime sauces.
The new location, with a large
unique dining space, is the largest
in the world and offers seating for
more than 200 guests and a takeout
counter inside for those guests who
are on the go.
Hooters Casino Hotel offers
free parking, convenient for guests
looking to save some extra cash
when traveling to The Strip. For
more information about Hooters
Casino Hotel.
*****
EAT SUBS TO THEIR
HEART’S CONTENT
CHILDREN’S HEART
FOUNDATION AND JERSEY
MIKE’S PARTNER FOR
ANNUAL “DAY OF GIVING”
ON MARCH 28
Children’s Heart Foundation
is partnering with nine local Las
Vegas Jersey Mike’s Subs restaurants for the 8th Annual “Month of
Giving.” Throughout the month of
March, customers can make donations to CHF at any Jersey Mike’s
restaurant in the Las Vegas area.
The campaign will culminate in
Jersey Mike’s “Day of Giving” on
Wednesday, March 28 where our
nine local Jersey Mike’s restaurants
will give 100 percent of the day’s
entire sales — not just profit — to
Children’s Heart Foundation.
Mike Kermani is an entertainment writer for the Las Vegas
Tribune newspaper. He writes a
weekly column in this newspaper.
To contact Mike Kermani, email
mkermani@ lasvegas tribune.com
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Bob Anderson to perform at South Point
young man, or the time he sat in
a huge bathroom in Atlantic City
with Sammy Davis, Jr., listening to
his stories, and then watching him
tap dance for nearly 20 minutes.
It could be a story about meeting
Sammy Cahn and performing his
songs on Broadway at the Ed Sullivan Theater.
A sampling of the songs you will
hear include: If I Ruled the World, I
Get a Kick Out of You, I’m Going
Places, Lost in the Stars, The Mood
I’m In, I’ve Grown Accustom to
Her Face, and I Remember You.
In 2015, Anderson wrote and
starred in the award-winning show,
“FRANK…The Man, The Music”
which had a successful 49 week
run at The Palazzo Theater in Las
Vegas.
It quickly became the talk of the
town and the must-see show. Media
from around the world called the
production the most authentic reenactment of a Frank Sinatra concert
ever performed on a live stage.
Showtimes for both Friday and
Saturday performances are set for
7:30 p.m., with doors opening at
6:30 p.m. Tickets range in price
from $20 to $30 and may be obtained by calling 702-796-7111.
*****

By Jerry Fink
Las Vegas Tribune
Bob Anderson, who returns to
Las Vegas on March 23-24 to the
South Point Hotel/Spa, is a living
link to one of the greatest periods
of music ever given to the world,
and could well be called America’s
Ambassador of Music.
It all began in 1973, when
Anderson snuck into the Sahara
Hotel in Las Vegas and its famous
showroom, the Congo Room, to
watch a Nancy Sinatra rehearsal.
During the rehearsal, her opening
act, the Everly Brothers, got into an
argument and left the show.
Enter 23-year-old Bob Anderson, who approached the stage and
told the musical conductor that he
was a singer.
With only a few hours until
showtime and no opening act, Sinatra’s producer handed Anderson
a microphone and let him prove
himself.
He did! Anderson replaced the
Everly Brothers that night and
played the entire two-week engagement: two-weeks that has led him
to an amazing career, and has taken
him to the finest stages of the world.
Bob made his first national
television appearance on The Merv
Griffen show with Nancy Sinatra
following the Sahara engagement.
Griffin was so impressed with
Anderson, that he invited the young
singer to his 50th birthday celebration at his home in the Hollywood
Hills, where he asked him to sing a
couple of songs.
After Griffin and his Hollywood
elite guests listened to Anderson
casually mimicking a few of his

favorite recording stars, Griffin
realized that he could imitate just
about everyone’s favorite singer
with uncanny accuracy.
He realized Anderson needed an
act if he was going to have a career
in show business and he provided
that tool. Merv said, “We found
your act. You’re going to be The
Singing Impressionist!”
Griffin spent the next day writing Anderson’s new act, and one
week later, he had the young impressionists on stage in Las Vegas
at Caesars Palace.
Griffin introduced Bob Anderson to the world as “The Singing
Impressionist!”
A short time later he was hired to
perform for two-weeks at “The Top
of the Dunes,” also in Las Vegas
and the rest, as they say, is history.
Those two weeks turned into 155
weeks of sold out performances.
Anderson soon became a regular
on every national and international
telethon, talk and variety show,
with over 150 appearances including: Showtime, HBO, The Mike
Douglas Show, David Letterman,
and The Tonight Show with Johnny Carson, where Anderson made
history, by being the only performer
invited to the Tonight Show, twice
in the same week.
In his show at the South Point,
Anderson will not only be doing
his famous impressions of the great
singers he has become friends with
over the years, but will be singing
numerous songs as Bob Anderson,
and will occasionally tell his story
associated with that particular song:
One might be about meeting Bobby
Darin in Detroit when he was a

HOP INTO FREED’S
BAKERY FOR EASTER
EGG-CELLENCE
Freed’s Bakery, a family-owned
establishment of 59 years will offer
Easter egg bread and hot cross buns
for Easter from Thursday, March 29
through Sunday, April 1.
Freed’s Bakery lovers may hunt
for eggs in the braided Easter egg
bread, prepared with colored, hardboiled Easter eggs braided into a
sweet egg bread, priced at $9.95
each. Freed’s will also offer traditional hot cross buns — a sweet egg
bread bun blended with chopped
dried fruit and topped with sugar
icing, priced at $1.35 per bun or
$13.95 for a dozen.
Customers are encouraged to
pre-order holiday offerings, as
quantities are limited. Orders may
be placed online or by calling
Freed’s Bakery at 702-456-7762.
In addition, Freed’s will offer its
selection of Easter Egg Cookies, a
buttery short dough, egg-shaped
cookie, iced in fondant and topped
with pastel sprinkles, ganache colored eggs and coconut bunny bites.
Easter Sunday hours of operations will be from 10 a.m. until
4 p.m.
More of Freed’s original creations may be found on the website
at freedsbakery.com.
*****
CONTAINER PARK’S KIDS
CAMP SERIES RETURNS
WITH ‘ART FEST’
Downtown Las Vegas’ open-air
shopping center and entertainment
venue returns with first Kids Camp
event of 2018.
Calling all finger painting savants! Downtown Container Park’s
monthly Kids Camp series returns
with “Art Fest,” an expressive
crafting showcase. Families can immerse themselves in an imaginative
afternoon of art, painting, creating
and sweets!
On Saturday, March 24 , unleash
your child’s inner Picasso! For $10
per child, kids can harness their
artistic expression through various
creative activities on the Container
Park Lawn. Projects include T-shirt
painting for the young fashion afi-

cionado, flower pot painting for the
budding horticulturalist, or both for
the kids with boundless amounts of
artistic gusto! Kids (and parents!)
are encouraged to participate in
interactive art stations or take a
break from the creative process and
visit the studio inspired photo booth
to commemorate your child’s first
official art show!
What’s better than art you create? Art you can eat! Kids will
participate in custom cupcake decorating before treating their sweet
tooth to their tasty creations. Cold
beverages and scrumptious snacks
will be provided to parents and their
up-an-coming creators throughout
the event.
Kids Camp “Art Fest” takes
place from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.; kids
under 12 years are welcome to attend. Artist attire is encouraged! To
purchase tickets, parents can visit
https://downtowncontainerpark.
com/entertainment/.
*****
NEON MUSEUM
ANNOUNCES UPCOMING
EDUCATION PROGRAMS
The Neon Museum announces
upcoming educational programs.
Note some programs take place
at the Neon Museum, located at
770 Las Vegas Boulevard North,
while others take place at Ne10, the
museum’s new warehouse and administrative space, located at 1001
West Bonanza Road on the campus
of the Las Vegas Review-Journal.
—Junior Interpreter Tour, Saturday, March 24, April 21 and
May 19, 9:30 a.m., Neon Museum
Boneyard, $5 per guest and free
for children 6 and younger: Guided
by middle- and high-school-age
interpreters, participants learn
about sign history, the advertising
and promotional purpose behind
signage, as well as the technology
involved in creating signs. While
touching the signs on display is
not permitted, children are invited
to handle flexible plastic tubing,
which serves as a child-safe standin for glass neon tubing. To commemorate their adventure children
also receive a “Boneyard Passport,”
which gets stamped at certain points
during the tour. Children must be
accompanied by an adult.
—Times of the Signs Lecture
with Alan Hess, Wednesday, May 9,
6 p.m. reception and 7 p.m. lecture,
Ne10 Studio, free admission; no
registration required: A half-century after three Yale professors
famously brought their students
west to learn from Las Vegas, the
city remains an object of scholarly
curiosity, ambivalence and infatuation. Alan Hess marks the 50th
anniversary of the “Learning from
Las Vegas” survey by reviewing
what they learned in 1968, how
Las Vegas evolved and why it is
even more important today to the
evolution of modern architecture
and planning. This project is funded
in part by the Nevada Arts Council,
a state agency, and the National
Endowment for the Arts, a federal
agency.
—Contemporary Dance Performance by Rachel Erdos, Tuesday,
May 15, Ne10 Studio : Erdos is an
award-winning independent choreographer based in Tel Aviv, whose
work has been shown in some of the
prestigious performing arts venues,
including The Kennedy Center in
Washington, D.C., and the Royal
Opera House in London. She will

be in Las Vegas as part of her U.S.
tour and will perform her work,
“Castle.”
For more information or to make
reservations, go to www.neonmuseum.org/happenings.
*****
LOLLAPALOOZA CREATOR
PERRY FARRELL, CARY
GRANAT AND ED JONES
OF IMMERSIVE ARTISTRY,
CAESARS ENTERTAINMENT
JOIN FORCES FOR
KIND HEAVEN
Groundbreaking Entertainment
Attraction at The LINQ Promenade
Combines Music, Food, Exoticism,
Mystery and More to Create Dynamic Southeast Asian World
The music, film and entertainment visionaries behind a groundbreaking new entertainment venture
has announced that Kind Heaven
will open at The LINQ Promenade
in Las Vegas in 2019.
Kind Heaven is the result of a
partnership between Perry Farrell ,
whose Lollapalooza franchise has
revolutionized the modern music
festival, Immersive Artistry, whose
award-winning co-founders have
been responsible for major Hollywood fantasy film franchises, and
Caesars Entertainment, the world’s
most diversified casino-entertainment provider.
“Lollapalooza forever changed
the way fans experience live entertainment and Kind Heaven will take
that to the next level, mesmerizing
the audience through sights, sounds
and deliciously exotic smells,” said
Farrell. “Nothing like this has ever
been attempted before. It’s going to
be incredible.”
Combining leading edge technology and Hollywood style storytelling, Kind Heaven will take
visitors on a sensual exotic journey
that offers the best of Southeast
Asian culture, music, food, danger,
fashion, exoticism, exploration,
mystery and spiritual enlightenment.
Featuring a soundscape curated
by Farrell, Kind Heaven will provide a wide variety of experiences,
from dark and mysterious back
alleys to a Forest Temple and beautiful Sanctuary.
Every area will feature different food, drink, and entertainment
experiences and everything will be
available for purchase.
Kind Heaven brings together a
visionary team that includes a track
record for creating new business
models in 3D cinema; global film
production and education; pioneering visual effects concepts that have
been adopted as the industry gold
standard; and completely revolutionizing the live music festival
experience. Immersive Artistry
CEO Cary Granat was founder and
former CEO of Walden Media
Located in The LINQ Promenade, a dynamic open-air shopping,
dining and entertainment district
anchored by the world’s tallest
observation wheel, the High Roller,
Kind Heaven will be family friendly by day and adult at night, offering
a 360-degree sensory kaleidoscope.
No two visits will be the same. Kind
Heaven is scheduled to open to the
public in 2019.
*****
Jerry Fink is an entertainment
columnist for the Las Vegas Tribune
newspaper and writes a weekly column. To contact Fink, email him at
jfink@ lasvegastribune.com.
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The Chippendales’ dancers (Rio Hotel) laugh during Sandy’s funny interview!

Sandy Zimmerman interviews Chippendales
Dancers on the Academy Awards Red Carpet

By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Interview photos by Sandy
Zimmerman, others by PR
Our Oscar Night Las VegasStyle festivities, officially sanctioned as part of the Academy
Awards, has always been very
exciting. We are very happy to join
the event as a way of raising money
for Variety, the Children’s Charity.
Just to be nominated from all
of the thousands of films was an
honor. With Mega-Monster budget
films seeming to lead the way, the
nominees were a diverse group with
such exciting topics that it must
have been difficult for members of
the Academy to choose the winners.
INTERVIEW
I was surprised when two of the
Chippendales dancers (Rio Hotel)
joined me. Usually the dancers do
not wear their shirts when appearing around Las Vegas.
SZ: “What happened, you’re
dressed? The ladies will be disappointed.”

Sandy’s Chippendales’ (Rio Hotel) interview on the Academy Awards Red Carpet!
Chippendale #1; “This is a little different right now.
Chippendale #1: “Did she have
more clothing than everyone was
SZ: “Which is the Best film, nine to go fishing for him or did he just
expecting. Should we unbutton a have been nominated.”
come to her?”
couple of buttons?”
Chippendale #2: The “Black
SZ: “When the scientists wanted
SZ: “That is what the women Panther.”
to hurt the fish men, she saved him.
want to see.”
SZ: “That’s not up for best film.” It’s a love story!”
They both showed their chests.
Chippendale #2: “The Greatest
Chippendale #1: “Like Romeo
SZ: “How is your show, any- Showman.”
and Juliette with a fish man.”
thing new?”
SZ: “No.”
SZ: “Maybe you saw “Phantom
Chippendale #1: “The show is
Chippendale #1: “What are the Thread” starring Daniel Day Lewawesome. We have a show every films?”
is? He is 60 years old and appeared
night of the week and two shows on
SZ: “The Shape of Water,” in films for 40 years. Lewis will
Friday and Saturday 8:30 and 10:30 that’s an odd one, you may like it. retire after this film. You both have
pm. Every year we have a celebrity A woman is shy and lonely. She is been kidding me, you’re way out.
host and that is coming up soon. a janitor for a scientific laboratory I don’t think you watch movies.”
We are thriving actually, it’s a great when they bring in the fish man. She
Chippindale #1: “We watch
show. We change our dances every falls in low with the fish man. I said Netflix.”
year so if you saw us last year, it’s she was very lonely!”
VARIETY Southern Nevada
has served more than 20,000 children and raised and distributed
more than $7,000,000 in grants
and specialized equipment in our
community.
For information about VarietyThe Children’s Charity events
during the year, contact Variety
of Southern Nevada, at 3401 Sirius Ave., Suite 1, Las Vegas. Tel:
(702)-383-8466; Email: admin@
varietysn.org, http://onalv.org/ and
www.varietysn.org.
*****
Award winning Sandy Zimmerman is a syndicated columnist
featuring Show and Dining reviews,
travel, health, luxury and more.
Sandy is talk show host of the Las
Vegas Today Show programs and
Discover the Ultimate Vacation
travel specials. If you want to
suggest topics for articles or ask
questions about Sandy’s articles,
call (702)-731-6491 or email szimBest Actress in Leading Role, Oscar Winner Frances McDormand
merman@lasvegastribune.com.
(“3 Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri”)
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CITY BEAT

Las Vegas continues to take the top
spot among trade show destination

Once again, Las Vegas maintains
its long-standing reputation as the
leading destination for business
travel. For the 24th consecutive
year, Las Vegas was named the
country’s No. 1 trade show destination according to the Trade Show
News Network (TSNN) “2017
TSNN Top 250 Trade Shows in the
United States” list. According to
the list, Las Vegas hosted 47 of the
largest shows held in the country
last year.
“Las Vegas has long been considered a top destination for business travel and 2017 proved to be
another astounding year,’ said Rossi
Ralenkotter, CEO of the Las Vegas
Convention and Visitors Authority. “Last year, a record-breaking
6.6 million people traveled to the
destination for business and with a
number of high-profile projects like
the Las Vegas Convention Center
District in the works, in addition to
new meeting and convention space
being added across the destination,
Las Vegas is well-positioned to continue the momentum for decades to
come. It’s an incredible honor to top
TSNN’s coveted ‘Top 250 Trade
Shows in the United States’ list for
the 24th consecutive year and we
look forward to welcoming more
shows to Las Vegas in the future.”
The coveted list by TSNN represents the largest 250 trade shows
held in the country each year,
ranked by net square footage.
According to TSNN’s rankings,
CONEXPO-CON/AGG 2017 secured the top spot with more than
2.67 million square feet of exhibit
space at the Las Vegas Convention
Center, 128,000 attendees and
2,375 exhibitors.
Coming in at the No. 2 spot on
the list was the Consumer Technology Association’s CES 2018. The
January show spanned 2.6 million
net square feet, at the Las Vegas
Convention Center and other venues in the city, and drew more than
182,000 attendees.
“It’s no surprise that once again
Las Vegas snagged the top spot for
city with the most 2017 TSNN Top
Shows held in it,” said Tarsus Media
President Rachel Wimberly. “Las
Vegas’ mix of venues, hotels, entertainment, cuisine, gaming and much
more is an unparalleled offering in
the trade show industry.”
Las Vegas’ closest competitor
was Orlando with 24 shows, followed by Chicago at No. 3 with
21, and Atlanta at No. 4, hosting
20 shows. To see the full TSNN
list, visit www.tsnn.com/toplists-us.
The LVCVA is committed to
maintaining the destination’s top

spot on TSNN’s list. In October
2016, the Nevada State Legislature
approved legislation to help fund
the expansion and renovation of
the Las Vegas Convention Center.
The Las Vegas Convention Center
District (LVCCD) project, which
celebrated a groundbreaking in
January 2017, will add 600,000
square feet of exhibit space, new
meeting rooms and other amenities,
as well as renovating the entire
existing property. The project will
continue to cement Las Vegas as
North America’s premier business
destination, allowing shows to
grow in both square footage and
attendance.
In addition to the landmark
LVCCD project, confidence in
this industry sector is supported
by more than $15 billion in destination-wide investment including
the renovation and development of
over 2.8 million square feet of new
meeting facilities throughout the
Las Vegas area.
On April 12, 2018, leaders from
across the meetings and events industry will come together to support
the second annual Global Meetings
Industry Day (GMID). Las Vegas
will join destinations across the
globe in celebrating GMID to
demonstrate the measurable impact
that meetings have on businesses,
economies, and communities.
*****
“Mr. Toad’s Wild Adventure”
on Winchester Stage
The Winchester Headliners
Theater Program will cap its spring
session with a production of “Mr.
Toad’s Wild Adventure” at 6 p.m.
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday
April 5 to 7 and 1 p.m. Saturday,
April 7 at the Winchester Cultural
Center Theater, 3130 S. McLeod
Drive, just north of Desert Inn
Road. Tickets are $8 for general
admission for evening shows and
$7 for the afternoon show on
Saturday and can be purchased in
person, from a cast member or online at www.ClarkCountyNV.gov/
parksregistration.
Mr. Toad’s Wild Adventure
tells the story of J. Thaddeus Toad,
owner of Toad Hall, who is prone to
fads, such as the newfangled motor
car. His desire for the very latest
lands him in much trouble with the
wrong crowd. It is up to his friends,
Mole, Rat and Badger, to save him
from himself.
The Winchester Headliners
Theater Program teaches basic
acting skills, improvisation, life
skills, public speaking techniques,
scene study and self-esteem as well
as technical theater skills, such as

sound, costume, lighting design
and set construction in a fun, yet
educational atmosphere.
The program is facilitated by
Adam Neri and Anna Allred. Neri
has coached children in the Clark
County School District for more
than a decade in theater and improvisation as well as performing with
Las Vegas’ Second City. He coaches
three successful high school improvisation teams and has directed
many plays and performances
around the Las Vegas Valley, including Story Theater, a touring
production for elementary school
students. Allred has a bachelor’s degree in psychology from UNLV and
has done improvisational comedy,
singing, and acting for 18 years.
She also has been teaching improv
comedy and acting for over 11 years
and specializes in vocal training.
Those interested in the Winchester Headliners Youth Theater
Program can contact the Winchester
Cultural Center at (702) 455-7340
or visit the web site at www.ClarkCountyNV.gov/parks. Clark County Parks and Recreation also can be
found on social networking sites
such as Twitter and Facebook by
visiting http://tinyurl.com/4dfw8ea.
*****
Survey ranks Nevada
bridges nation’s best
for fifth straight year
The Nevada Department of
Transportation’s (NDOT) bridges
were ranked the nation’s best for
the fifth consecutive year. The
American Road and Transportation
Builders Association’s (ARTBA)
recently released an analysis of
the country’s bridges, based upon
the U.S. Department of Transportation’s bridge inventory data. It
shows that only 1.6 percent of Nevada’s nearly 2,000 public bridges
are structurally deficient, earning
it the top ranking nationwide. That
compares to the 9 percent national
average.
“We utilize federal and state
transportation funding to make
important enhancements to keep
Nevada bridges the nation’s best,
and, most importantly, to keep Nevada motorists safe on our bridges,”
said NDOT Director Rudy Malfabon. “Keeping everyone safe and
connected on Nevada’s roads is our
primary focus.”
The term structurally deficient
describes a bridge in need of some
rehabilitation or potential replacement. It doesn’t necessarily mean
it’s unsafe or dangerous. Rather,

these bridges are due for corrective
measures; a vehicle weight restriction may be posted, as a result.
NDOT inspects all bridges
statewide, including city and county-maintained structures, every
two years, regardless of condition.
However, bridges with extensive
deterioration are inspected more
often. Following large-scale flooding across northwestern Nevada
in 2017, NDOT commissioned
additional underwater inspections
of impacted bridges, finding no
imminent safety concerns.
*****
International Market Centers
renews, extends partnership
with Atlanta’s Connections
Housing through 2021
Citing significant year-over-year
hotel room block growth, strong
service and marketing support,
International Market Centers, Inc
(IMC) has renewed and extended its
housing contract with Connections
Housing through 2021.
Serving as official housing
partner for IMC since 2011, Connections will continue to oversee
all aspects of the housing process
— from contracting and room
block management to reservations
and post-show analysis — for the
world’s largest operator of showroom space for the furnishings,
home decor and gift industries,
with 12.1 million square feet of
world-class exhibition space in
High Point, N.C. and Las Vegas.
Servicing the account from its
Las Vegas office, Connections
Housing has generated a 93.74%
increase in room block growth
for the Winter and Summer Las
Vegas Markets since contracting
with IMC in 2011. In addition to
these events, Connections handles
housing needs for the Las Vegas
Design Center on a year-round
basis, as well as affiliate meetings
and events for larger buying groups,
showrooms and tenants.
“Buyer attendance and exhibitor
participation for our Las Vegas
Markets grows every year, so it’s
critical to have a housing partner
that helps us deliver the best possible customer experience,” says
Roger White, senior vice president
of market operations, IMC. “The
high touch, white glove service the
Connections team provides, together with their strong hotel relationships, and creative, results-oriented
marketing strategies, make them an
invaluable member of our team.”
The Connections team has con-

sistently exceeded hotel pick-up
goals for IMC events each year
using a variety of marketing and
service strategies, including the
innovative “Book the Block” promotion, strong outbound telemarketing, email marketing and other
proactive attendee and exhibitor
outreach tools.
“We are honored that IMC has
shown such confidence in us,”
said Robert Colvin, executive vice
president, Connections Housing.
“IMC’s fast-growing, world class
events demand cutting edge technology backed by a team that truly
understands the needs of its many
audience segments. We have all the
tools and dedicated team members
in place to deliver an exceptional
experience - from booking through
check-out.”
*****
Clark County Law Library
celebrates Law Day on May
1st with free presentations
about the U.S. Constitution
In celebration of Law Day, the
Clark County Law Library is hosting two, free public presentations
about the separation of constitutional powers on Tuesday, May 1,
starting at 1 p.m. The public can
also stop by the Law Library’s
Reference Desk on Law Day to receive a complimentary copy of the
United States Constitution, while
supplies last.
The 2018 theme of Law Day is
“Separation of Powers: Framework
for Freedom.” Featured speakers
for the Law Library’s event are:
—1 p.m. Professor Ruben Garcia, William S. Boyd School of Law
—2 p.m. Professor Sondra Cosgrove, College of Southern Nevada
The U.S. Constitution sets out a
system of government with distinct
and independent branches – the
Congress, the Presidency, and the
Supreme Court. It also defines
legislative, executive, and judicial
powers and outlines how they interact. These three separate branches
share power, and each branch
serves as a check on the power of
the others.
Learn about the separation of
powers and celebrate Law Day at
the Clark County Law Library on
May 1st. Visit the library to attend
a free presentation and stop by the
Reference Desk to get your complimentary copy of the United States
Constitution, while supplies last.
The Clark County Law Library
is located at 309 S. Third St., Suite
400., in downtown Las Vegas.
Hours are Monday through Friday,
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Staff can be reached
at (702) 455-4696 or by e-mail at
AskInfo@ClarkCountyNV.gov.
*****

An outreach
program to help
the homeless to
help themselves.
ChaplainSteven
StJohn.Com
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Leadership in a word: Anchors
By Doug Dickerson
The higher your structure is to
be, the deeper must be its foundations. — St. Augustine
A word about anchors
In his book Six Hours One
Friday, Max Lucado shares a
story weathering Hurricane David
while living on the Miami River in
a houseboat. While many people
along Florida’s Gold Coast were
boarding up their homes he was
desperately trying to figure out what
to do to save his boat.
In his desperation, he recalls a
story of a friend who came to his
aid. He writes:
I was reaching the end of my
rope, in more ways than one, when
Phil showed up. Now Phil knew
boats. He even looked boatwise.
He was born wearing a suntan
and dock-siders. He spoke the lingo
and knew the knots. He also knew
hurricanes. Word on the river had it
that he had ridden one out for three
days in a ten-foot sailboat. They
made him a living legend.
He felt sorry for us, so he came
to give some advice … and it was

DoUg DICkErsoN
sailor-sound. “Tie her to land and
you’ll regret it. Those trees are
gonna get eaten by the ‘cane. Your
only hope is to anchor deep,” he
said. “Place four anchors in four
different locations, leave the rope
slack, and pray for the best.”
Think for a moment of the many
times in your own life and leadership when you’ve faced storms and
trials. We’ve all been there.
In leadership, as in life, you

will need to take the advice of Phil
and anchor deep. You will need to
know that your anchors are deep
and will withstand the storms when
they come.
What about you? What are the
anchors that keep you grounded?
Here are a few anchors that work
for me and have worked for me over
the years. See if you can relate to
any of these.
The anchor of faith
My faith has sustained me over
the years through many times of
testing as a leader. I am thankful
for God’s strength to empower
me, faith to encourage me, grace to
forgive me, and His love working
through me to empower and encourage those around me.
The anchor of family
Family tends to be your most
honest brokers. They are the ones
who love you unconditionally and
the ones who can give it to you
without the filter. Family will stick
with you when others walk away
and weather the storms with you
when times are tough. I am thankful
for my family.

BEHIND THE MIKE

Coaches

By Michael A. Aun
They work for pennies per hour.
Coaches are a breed unto themselves. Truth be known… many
would do it for free and some actually pay for the privilege. It means
that much to them.
The Parkland shooting in south
Florida took the lives of 17 innocent people, one of whom was
one of those heroes we simply call
“Coach.”
Coaches always put others first.
They live as heroes, and in the case
of Coach Aaron Feis’, died a hero,
trying to save others. He met his
demise diving headlong in front of
his students in a barrage of gunfire
from a demented former student,
almost certainly saving the lives
of others as he sacrificed himself.
The most selfless people I have
met in my life were coaches,
starting with my own mentors J.
W. “Whiney” Ingram and E.T.
“Charge” Driggers at Lexington
High School in South Carolina.
More recently, I have been a
front-row witness to other great
coaches that work alongside my son
Cory in the trenches at St. Cloud
High School in Florida.
“Coach Mac,” as he was affectionately known, died some time
ago literally doing what he loved,
succumbing in the lobby just off
the basketball court at St. Cloud
High School. Tim McMullen was a
hero, a coaching legend with over
33 years under his belt. He touched
the lives of thousands of students
and athletes.
Other coaches don’t necessarily
bathe in the limelight of sport but
rather labor in its vineyards, making
sure that fields are lined, uniforms
are laundered and equipment is
present on a Friday night before
the team takes the field. That pretty
much defines the sacrifices that
Coach John Moore makes for St.
Cloud Athletics.
I am blessed to know of these
great coaches through my son Cory,
who himself is one of those who
sacrifice so much for the kids in his
school. When the recent Parkland
shooting took place, Cory was

MICHAEL A. AUN
traveling to Spokane, Washington
to help coach a former student in a
weightlifting meet.
Cory was able to go thanks to
the generosity of his twin brother
Jason who ponies up the frequent
flyer miles and the Marriott points
to make the trip possible. Jason as
a microbiologist with the FDA but
works alongside Cory coaching the
kids at St. Cloud High School every
chance he gets. Like many others,
he does this freely and willingly
because that’s what coaches do.
They are servants to others.
I have been blessed to be around
many great coaches over my nearly
seven decades in the speaking profession and in my own personal life.
Many of the coaches I’ve met like
Bill Belichick make seven figure
incomes.
Others like Tony Dungy have
won a Super Bowl but have turned
their attention to a higher calling.
Tony formed All Pro Dad’s and I

have been privileged to be a speaker
for them in a number of venues.
They teach young men how to be
better fathers and husbands. Their
mission is to endorse “fatherhood.”
Coach Dungy points to fatherless children as being one of the
main reasons why all the chaos
and crime exists today. The killer
in Parkland was one of those fatherless children who fell between
the cracks. Our bloodguilt will not
be atoned until we as a nation begin
to address the basic problems in
our society today and specifically
in our homes.
That’s why I believe so strongly
in All Pro Dads. The work has to
start somewhere and building and
supporting better father figures for
our youngsters is a first major step.
That’s why I admire so much the
work my sons Cory and Jason are
doing. Even my youngest Christopher gets involved in some of the
coaching, serving regularly as a
Judge at Cory’s weightlifting meets
along with his brothers.
These young men are father figures. When I’m acting as ball boy
for the Bulldog football teams in the
fall, kids I don’t even know on the
sidelines come to me constantly to
thank me for what Cory has done
for them. One said to me recently
“He’s the father I never had…
and by extension, you’re now my
grandpa.” Just don’t call me that!
*****
Michael Aun is a syndicated
columnist and writes a weekly column for this newspaper. To contact
Michael Aun, email him at maun@
lasvegastribune.com.
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help themselves.
ChaplainStevenStJohn.Com

Get Your Book Published With
The most trusted all-in-one book publisher
•
•
•
•
•

Titles published in print & digital formats
Exciting cover & interior illustrations
International distribution
Customized publicity campaigns
Books sold at major retailers

Call today for your Free
Author Submission Kit!

Call 1-800-973-2606

The anchor of values
The hardest and most important
decisions you make as a leader
must be made through the lens of
your values. Not what is expedient
at the moment or the most politically advantageous. You will be
defined by your values so be sure
they are clear to you because that’s
how others will evaluate you as a
leader.
The anchor of your why
Knowing your why — living
out your God-given purpose as
to why you are on this earth will
keep you anchored. It’s your filter
for the good things that you say no
to in order to say yes to the greater
things that are in store for you.
When you know your why it will
keep you grounded and it will keep
you focused.
The anchor of friends
When you surround yourself
with good friends they will, like
family, keep you grounded, keep
you humble, and call out the best in
you. Have friends around you that
will speak truth to you, believe in
you, and be that friend in return. I
am thankful for so many friends
that have been there for me through
thick and thin.

Anchor quotes
“Have an anchor so that life
doesn’t toss you around.” — Debby
Ryan
“Cast your cares on God; that
anchor holds.” — Frank Moore
Colby
“If we are to go forward, we
must go back and rediscover those
precious values- that all reality
hinges on moral foundations and
that all reality has spiritual control.” — Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
“Someone is sitting in the shade
today because someone planted a
tree a long time ago.” — Warren
Buffett
A final word
The anchors we need in life
and in leadership are not mutually
exclusive. One serves to the benefit
of the other. Learning how to incorporate them into our lives and what
anchors we need is the question. No
matter what the trial or difficulties
you may face, remember what Phil
said, “anchor deep.”
*****
Doug Dickerson is a syndicated
columnist. He writes a weekly column for this newspaper. To contact
Doug Dickerson, email him at
ddickerson@ lasvegastribune.com.

Sundays from 12.30 to 2 p.m.
Please call 702-706-6875
for information
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SociAl Security AwAreneSS

Facts you should know about
enrolling in Medicare parts A & B

By Barbara Duckett
Social Security Public Affairs
Specialist in Las Vegas
Understanding Medicare isn’t
as difficult as you might think. It’s
a benefit most working Americans
can count on. Here are some facts
you might not know about the
program.
Can I still get
Medicare at 65?
Yes, you’re still eligible for
Medicare starting at 65, no matter
what year you were born.
If you or your spouse worked
and paid Medicare taxes for at least
10 years, you’re eligible for Part A
(hospital insurance) at age 65 for
free. Part A helps pay for inpatient
care in a hospital or skilled nursing
facility following a hospital stay. It
also pays for some home health care
and hospice care. You’re also eligible for Part B (medical insurance)
if you choose to get it and pay a
monthly premium. Part B helps pay
for services from doctors and other
health care providers, outpatient
care, home health care, durable
medical equipment, and some
preventative services. If you are
receiving Social Security benefits
already, you will be automatically
enrolled in Medicare Parts A and B
at age 65. Because you must pay a
premium for Part B, you can choose
to turn it down. However, if you
don’t enroll in Part B when you’re
first eligible for it, and choose to
enroll later, you may have to pay a
late enrollment penalty for as long
as you have Part B coverage.
If you’re not receiving Social Security benefits, you have a
seven-month period (your Initial
Enrollment Period) to sign up
for Part B. Generally, your initial
enrollment period begins three
months before your 65th birthday,
includes the month you turn age 65,
and ends three months after your
birth month.
If you are covered under an
employer group health plan,
you may have a special
enrollment period for Part B.
If you are 65 or older and covered under a group health plan,
either from your own or your
spouse’s current employment, you
may have a special enrollment period during which you can sign up
for Medicare Part B. This means
that you may delay enrolling in Part
B without having to wait for a general enrollment period and without
paying the lifetime penalty for late
enrollment. Additional rules and
limits apply, so if you think a special enrollment period may apply to
you, read our Medicare publication
at www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs/,
and visit the Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid Services at Medicare.
gov for more information.
To avoid a tax penalty, you
should stop contributing
to your Health Savings
Account (HSA) at least six
months before you apply
for Medicare.
If you have an HSA when you
sign up for Medicare, you can’t
contribute to your HSA after you
your Medicare coverage begins or
you may have to pay a tax penalty.
Premium-free Part A coverage
begins six months before the date
you apply for Medicare, but no
earlier than the first month you were

eligible for Medicare. To avoid an
unwanted tax penalty, you should
stop contributing to your HSA
six months before you apply for
Medicare.
You can withdraw money from
your HSA after you enroll in Medicare to help pay for medical expenses like deductibles, premiums,
coinsurance, or copayments. If
you’d like to continue contributing
to your HSA, you shouldn’t apply
for Medicare or Social Security
benefits.
How Much Does
Part B Coverage Cost?
You are responsible for the Part
B premium each month. Most people will pay the standard premium
amount, which is $134 in 2018
if you sign up for Part B when
you’re first eligible. This amount
can change every year. You can
find up-to-date premium amounts
on Medicare.gov.
You can learn more about Social
Security and Medicare at www.socialsecurity.gov/benefits/medicare.
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Why smart people take Social Security at 62

There are four big reasons it makes sense to claim your benefits ASAP!

would take to make up for missed
benefits with extra income you get
by delaying your claim.
If your benefit at a full retirement age of 67 would be $1,404,
claiming at 62 would reduce your
benefit to $983 — but you’d get five
extra years of benefits. It would take
you 11.7 years of receiving a higher
benefit starting at 67 to make up
for those years of missed benefits.
You’d be 78.7 before you broke
even. The only problem is, a 2017
report from the National Center for
Health Statistics estimated average
life expectancy for Americans in
2016 at 78.6.
Sure, you might live longer —
but you might not. And if you don’t
live long enough to break even,
you’ve given up extra income that
could have made the life you did
have left more enjoyable.
4. Rising costs of living mean

future benefits buy less
A dollar today is worth more
than a dollar tomorrow, thanks to
inflation. This is true of Social Security benefits, too. While benefits
are supposed to keep pace with rising costs due to an annual cost-ofliving adjustment, the metric used
to measure annual Social Security
raises doesn’t accurately reflect
actual rising costs in the spending
categories where seniors put most
of their money.
Social Security cost-of-living increases are based on the Consumer
Price Index for Urban Wage Earners
and Clerical Workers (CPI-W), but
urban wage earners and clerical
workers don’t spend as much of
their income on housing and medication as most seniors do.
Unfortunately, both healthcare
and housing costs are rising faster
than Social Security cost-of-living

adjustments.
This means that the Social Security benefits you’ll get when you’re
67 or 70 won’t buy as much as the
Social Security benefits you’d get
five or eight years earlier at age 62.
Claiming benefits as early as possible, before rising costs further erode
the actual value of Social Security,
just makes sense.
What’s the best
choice for you?
While all of these arguments are
powerful ones for claiming benefits
at 62, there are some caveats. First,
if you work before full retirement
age, your Social Security benefits
could be reduced. You’ll get credit
for this reduction later, but there’s
no sense in claiming benefits early
if you’ll immediately lose them
anyway because you’re still working and earning too much income.
Retiring and claiming benefits

NORTH AMERI CA’S

early can also pose risks, including the potential that you’ll have
too little money to live on later
in retirement if you don’t have
enough savings. You can’t live on
Social Security alone — especially
if you’ve claimed at 62 and taken
a reduced benefit — and you don’t
want to retire until you’re sure
you have the money you need to
sustain you.
But if you have enough to live
on and you’ve decided you want
to leave the workforce, claiming
benefits at 62 is likely a smart move
so you can start reaping the rewards
of all those years of Social Security
taxes you paid.
*****
Christy Bieber is a former college teacher. Textbook contributor.
Personal finance writer. Passionate
advocate of smart money moves to
achieve financial success.
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By Christy Bieber
Motley Fool
When should you claim Social
Security benefits? That’s tough to
answer, especially since 91 percent
of older adults don’t understand the
factors that determine how much
their Social Security benefits will
be.
You can claim Social Security
benefits any time starting at age 62,
but your standard benefit amount is
based on retiring at full retirement
age (FRA) — which is 67 if you
were born after 1960. For each
month before FRA that you claim
benefits, benefits will be reduced,
while benefits will increase for
each month you delay after FRA,
up until age 70.
Because Social Security provides guaranteed income for life,
many financial experts advise you
wait as long as possible to claim
your benefits. But there’s also an
argument to be made that smart
people claim benefits at 62 instead
of putting off their claim. Here are
four reasons why it makes sense to
claim Social Security as soon as
possible.
1. Claiming early makes early
retirement possible
Claiming Social Security when
you’re 62 could make early retirement affordable when it wouldn’t
otherwise be.
If you’re miserable at work — or
can’t work anymore due to health
issues or an inability to find a job
— claiming Social Security so you
can leave the workforce could save
your sanity or your life.
Even if you don’t hate your job,
studies have shown a link between
early retirement and improved
health outcomes.
One Dutch study found men
who had taken early retirement
were around 2.6 percent less likely
to die during the next five years
compared with men who stayed in
the workforce, while other research
found extra years of retirement reduced the risk of serious conditions,
such as heart disease, by as much
as 20 percent. That research noted
the “retirement effect on health is
beneficial and significant.”
Smart people who want to reap
these benefits of early retirement
will claim Social Security at 62, if
that’s what it takes to make leaving
the workforce possible.
2. Claiming early makes retirement more enjoyable
Early retirement tends to be the
most enjoyable part of retirement
for most seniors because they’re
still young and healthy enough to
do activities they enjoy. Because
these activities — like travel —
require money, smart people claim
benefits at 62 so they’ll be able to
do the activities they want while
they still can.
More than one-third of current
retirees responding to a Nationwide retirement survey said health
problems were stopping them from
having the retirement they had
hoped for. Among recent retirees
responding to that same survey, 80
percent indicated their health issues
occurred earlier than planned.
While a small number of retirees
— around 23 percent — said they
wished they had waited to claim
Social Security so they would
have more money to handle health
issues, claiming benefits before
you’re sick means you’ll have
more cash to enjoy life while you
still can.
Ideally, you should make a plan
to cover healthcare later in your retirement years — such as investing
in a health savings account — and
use your Social Security income
starting at 62 to indulge your passions before it’s too late.
3. If you wait, you may not live
long enough to break even
One of the best arguments for
delaying Social Security benefits
is that you’ll have a larger guaranteed income for the rest of your life
once you eventually begin claiming
benefits. The problem is, you’ll also
have a number of years when you
get $0 in benefits that you’d have
otherwise received.
You need to account for these
missed benefits when you factor in
whether you should delay claiming.
There’s some simple math you can
do to find out how long it will take
you to break even if you delay benefits. You can also refer to this chart,
which shows the number of years it
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Understanding the different
kinds of Social Security benefits

Retirement is best known, but these payments also help spouses, children and the disabled
By Stan Hinden
AARP
Q: I’m trying to figure out
what Social Security benefits I
might qualify for. But it’s confusing — there are so many different
kinds. Can you explain what they
are and how they work?
A: We tend to think of Social
Security benefits as going just to
retired workers. But the more than
59 million Americans who receive
monthly payments from Social
Security include children, widows
and widowers who’ve lost working
mates, disabled people who can no
longer work, and even the former
spouses of breadwinners.
Q: But retirees are the biggest
group, right?
A: Yes. They number about 38
million. Generally, you need 10
years of work in a job in which
you pay Social Security taxes to
be eligible for retirement benefits.
You can apply for these benefits as
early as age 62 or as late as age 70,
with the monthly amount going up
the longer you put it off. Your payment is largely determined by your
lifetime earnings — specifically
the money you earned during your
highest-paying 35 years.
If you’ve been married at least a
year, your spouse may qualify for
a spousal benefit when you begin
your own retirement benefit. It’s
generally equal to as much as 50
percent of what you’re getting.
Q: How is it that children can
get benefits?
A: Social Security provides cash
benefits to families who lose their
breadwinners because of death
or disability. The money goes not
just to the surviving spouse but to
children and can be substantial over
time. For example, if a 30-year-old
worker dies, leaving a wife and
two young children, the expected
lifetime benefits for the children
and widow would equal a $476,000
life insurance policy, according to
the Social Security Administration.
But there may also be benefits
for children whose parents simply
retire. That can happen when the
people became parents late in life.
Generally, benefits are available to children under the age of
18 — or 19 if they’re still in high
school. The money is payable to a
biological child, an adopted child or
a dependent stepchild. A child who
is over 18 and disabled may also
be eligible if the disability started
before age 22.
For a child to claim benefits, the
parent must normally have worked
for at least 10 years. However, in
cases where a parent dies at an
early age, his or her children can get
benefits if the parent had as little as
a year and a half’s work in the three
years before the death.
Q: How much money can a

child receive?
A: It can be as much as half of
a living parent’s full retirement or
disability benefit, or 75 percent of
a deceased parent’s full retirement
benefit. However, because several
children in a family may be receiving benefits at the same time, there’s
a limit on how much can be paid to
one family. The limit ranges from
150 to 180 percent of the parent’s
full retirement amount.
Q: What about survivor benefits?
A: Widows and widowers can
receive 100 percent of their deceased breadwinner spouse’s full
retirement benefit if they wait to
claim until they reach their own
full retirement age, currently 66
for people born from 1945 to 1956.
However, a reduced survivor benefit can be taken as early as age 60.
Widows and widowers who are
disabled can take their survivor’s
benefits as early as age 50.
Q: And benefits can extend to
divorced spouses, too?
A: Yes. In 1965, because divorce
so frequently created financial
distress for older women in this
country, Social Security extended
benefits to divorced spouses whose
marriages had lasted at least 20
years. That term was later shortened
to the current 10 years.
Basically, the rules provide
that a divorced spouse can receive
benefits on an ex-spouse’s work
record — even if the ex-spouse has
remarried. This includes a spousal
benefit while the ex is still alive
and a survivor benefit after that
person dies.
To claim benefits before the
death, you must be unmarried and
age 62 or older. Your ex-spouse
must be entitled to retirement
benefits. And the benefit you’d get
on your own work record must be
smaller than what you’d get on the
work record of your ex-spouse.
The rules are a bit different if

you’re claiming a survivor’s benefit as a divorced spouse. You can’t
qualify if you remarried before age
60, but you can if the wedding took
place at 60 or older.
If you wait until your full retirement age to begin a benefit as
a divorced spouse, you can get 50
percent of your former spouse’s full
retirement amount.
Q: How do benefits work for
disability?
A: One of the unfortunate facts
of American life is that 1 out of 4
of today’s 20-year-olds will become
disabled before they reach retirement age. However, it’s not easy
to win approval for disability ben-

efits. Social Security’s definition
of disability is quite strict — the
condition must be severe enough
to last for at least a year or to end
in death.
If you apply online, you’ll be
asked to fill out several questionnaires electronically. You’ll need
medical reports that support your
claim.
All claims begin with a fivemonth waiting period, which is
followed by a review process that
typically requires about 100 days
for a decision. If you’re turned
down, you can then begin an appeal
that may take as much as a year for
a final verdict.

Q: What about SSI benefits?
Are they provided by Social
Security?
A: Social Security administers
SSI (it stands for Supplemental
Security Income), but the money
doesn’t come from the Social Security taxes that workers pay. It comes
from general tax revenue. And the
program is “means-tested” — only
certain people with low income
qualify.
SSI benefits may be available to
people 65 and older who fall within
strict financial limits. That’s in addition to any Social Security you
may qualify for. Disabled adults
and children who have limited
incomes and resources may also
qualify. Generally, resources must
be less than $2,000 for an individual and $3,000 for a couple. When
valuing your assets, Social Security
counts bank accounts, cash, stocks
and bonds but not your home or
your car, or small life insurance policies, burial plots and burial funds.
Q: How do I apply?
A: You can apply for many types
on the Social Security Administration website. Or call the agency’s
toll-free phone number, 800-7721213 (TTY 800-325-0778).
*****
Stan Hinden, a former columnist
for the Washington Post, wrote How
to Retire Happy: The 12 Most Important Decisions You Must Make
Before You Retire. Have a question?
Check out the AARP Social Security
Question and Answer Tool.
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What You
Need To
Know
By Dr Nina Radcliff

Colorectal Cancer
— Are you at Risk?
Screenings Save Lives

By Dr. Nina Radcliff, MD
While colorectal cancer is one
of the most common cancers, it is
not on most people’s list of great
conversation topics — and yet discussing screenings is a lifesaving
measure. Testing can detect precancerous growths, or polyps, which
doctors can remove. And, testing
can detect cancer before any of its
symptoms emerge.
Colorectal cancer is a type of
cancer that affects a person’s colon
(also known as the large intestine),
rectum, or both. It is the third leading cause of cancer and the second
cause of cancer deaths among men
and women in the United States,
according to the American Cancer
Society.
While you may know that the
risk increases as people get older,
you may be surprised to hear that
more adults in their early 50s, 40s,
30s and even 20s are being diagnosed with colorectal cancer, based
on a recent study published in the
Journal of the American Medical
Association.
March is National Colon Cancer
Awareness Month and we all need
to know what we can do to help
prevent, treat and manage colorectal cancer. There’s an awareness
among the public, but not enough
people are being screened. Do you
know at what age you (or your
loved ones) should start getting
screened for colon cancer? And do
you know the symptoms?
What is Colorectal Cancer?
Our cells produce signals to control how and when they divide, so
that we have just the right number
of each type of cell. If this signaling
system becomes faulty, abnormal
and uncontrollable growth, known
as cancer, can result..
According to the American
Cancer Society: Colorectal cancer
is a cancer that starts in the colon
or the rectum. These cancers can
also be named colon cancer or
rectal cancer, depending on where
they start. Colon cancer and rectal
cancer are often grouped together
because they have many features
in common.
Most colorectal cancers start as
a growth on the inner lining of the
colon or rectum. These growths are
called polyps. While many polyps
are benign, bad ones can form into
tumors. Also, cancer is not just one
disease. It can start in any part of
the body — blood, colon, bones,
lungs — and left untreated can
metastasize (travel) to invade other
body parts.
Are You at Risk?
A risk factor is anything that
affects your chance of getting a
disease. And having a risk factor
does not mean you will develop
colorectal cancer; but it does affect
your screening recommendations,
in terms of when to start and how
often it should be done.
Non-modifiable risk factors:
Factors that cannot be changed
—Age: Although it can strike
at any age, according to the Colon
Cancer Alliance, 9 out of 10 new
cases occur in people 50 years of
age or older.
—Ethnicity and race: Increased
in African Americans and Jews of
Eastern European descent.
—Personal or family history of
colon polyps or colorectal cancer:
Having a personal history, even
if the polyp or cancer has been
removed, means you have an increased chance of developing new
cancers in other areas of the colon
or rectum. And, too, one in five people who develop colorectal cancer
has had a family member who had
it. The risk is increased when it is
a first-degree relative, and too, if
they were diagnosed at a young age.
—Having inflammatory bowel
diseases such as ulcerative colitis

or Crohn’s disease.
Modifiable risk factors: While
we cannot change our genes, the
fact that we age, and in some cases,
our environment — we do have
control over our lifestyle (and the
choices we make), what we call
“modifiable” risk factors. A healthy
lifestyle is key in prevention.
—Eat a well-balanced diet with
plenty of fruit and veggies that contain fiber, vitamins and nutrients.
There is abundant research showing
that doing so can decrease your risk
not just for colorectal cancer, but
many other cancers.
—Reduce consumption of processed and sugary foods that can
be damaging to the cell walls of
our intestines.
—Reduce consumption of processed meats, such as hot dogs and
some luncheon meats that contain
nitrates and nitrites as well as red
meat — beef, pork, lamb, and liver.
It is believed that these animals
have a type of iron that can damage
our intestine’s cell walls.
—Stop smoking (or don’t start);
no amount of smoking is good for
you.
—Maintain a healthy weight.
—Be physically active: If you
are sedentary or don’t move much,
start taking a walk around the block
and do it for a week or two, and then
make it two blocks. Start moving!
—Avoid heavy use of alcohol.
Warning Signs You Should
Never Ignore: During early stages,
when treatment is most effective,
there are few and, oftentimes, no

symptoms. Additionally, warning
signs are nonspecific for colorectal
cancer—this means the sign or
symptom is not assignable to a particular cause, condition or disease.
Here are symptoms you should
never ignore:
—Changes in bowel habits (diarrhea, constipation) lasting longer
than 4 weeks
—Stools that are narrower-than-usual
—Bleeding from the rectum or
blood in the stool
—Persistent gas, abdominal
pain, bloating, feeling full or
cramping
—Unexplained weight loss
—Weakness or fatigue or
iron-deficiency anemia
—Nausea or vomiting
If you are experiencing any of
these symptoms, it is important
to consult with your healthcare
provider. They may be caused by
something other than cancer but the
only way to know what is causing
them is to see your doctor.
Early Detection is Crucial:
Colorectal cancer is considered one
of the most preventable and highly
treatable cancers. When detected
early, statistics show that it has a
greater than 90 percent cure rate!
So, being vigilant, with appropriate
screening, is key to catching and
removing polyps (precancerous
growths) inside the colon and
rectum.
Screening Tests: There are a
number of options, and with your
healthcare provider, you should
decide which is best for you. The
most common screening test is a
colonoscopy — a procedure that
allows your gastroenterologist to
examine the inner lining of your
rectum and colon, take biopsies
(tissue samples), and even remove
polyps.
—Regular colonoscopy screenings in people without risk factors
should begin at age 50 and age 45
in African Americans
—Earlier screening is recommended when a patient has precancerous polyps, someone in their
family was diagnosed with colon
cancer, or risk factors are present.
—Repeat screening is performed every 7 to 10 years until the
age of 75, in those with a negative
test. Abnormal tests require more
frequent screening (and, too, risk

factors may mean more frequent
screenings).
As medical physicians and
healthcare professionals, we understand that colonoscopies get
a bad rap and many people have
concerns, even, fears of feeling
awkward or embarrassed. However,
a colonoscopy’s seek-and-destroymission can save your life. And,
rest assured that your healthcare
team consists of highly trained
professionals who respect and care
for you, your comfort and modesty,
and have procedures in place to
make it painless.
Also, be aware — more people
considered “too young” for colon
cancer are getting the disease.
The reasons for a higher incidence in people under the age of
40 is unclear and more research
is underway. Often, their cancer
will have progressed to a more advanced stage because they delayed
in seeing their doctor. And, too,
early on, there could be a missed
diagnosis of colon cancer because
healthcare providers haven’t had an
opportunity to examine and have
that preventive effect that is being
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experienced in older adults who are
undergoing routine screening. That
is why it is so important to be aware
of the signs and symptoms.
Screenings have made an enormous impact in reducing the number of colon cancer cases overall but
most importantly in saving lives.
However, according to the American Cancer Society, about one in
three people in the U.S. who should
get tested for colorectal cancer have
never been screened. No matter the
age or perceived awkwardness,
please talk with your physician if
you or someone you care for has
any symptoms.
*****
This article is for general information only and should not be
used for the diagnosis or treatment
of medical conditions and cannot
substitute for the advice from your
medical professional. Dr. Nina has
used all reasonable care in compiling the current information but
it may not apply to you and your
symptoms. Always consult a doctor
or other health care professional
for diagnosis and treatment of
medical conditions.
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EarthTalk is written and edited by Roddy Scheer and Doug
Moss and is a registered trademark of E - The Environmental
Magazine (www.emagazine.com). Send questions to: earthtalk@
emagazine.com. Subscribe: www.emagazine.com/subscribe;
Free Trial Issue: www.emagazine.com/trial.
Dear EarthTalk: I need to
get my roof replaced as a result
of storm damage (thanks global
warming!). Is Tesla’s solar roof a
good deal and do other companies
offer similar products — with the
photovoltaic cells integrated into
the roofing material? — Kenny S.,
Vero Beach, FL
It would be a stretch to call
Tesla’s new Solar Roof a “good
deal” given that it costs more than
just about any other rooftop solar
option, but there are some scenarios
where it might make sense anyway. For instance, some housing
developments or homeowners’
associations don’t allow traditional
photovoltaic panels to muck up roof
sightlines for aesthetic or other reasons, so solar collectors integrated
into a traditional looking roof may
be worth the extra expense.
According to EnergySage, a
solar information clearinghouse
and matchmaker for 500-plus
pre-screened solar installers, replacing a roof on a 3,000 square
foot home in Southern California
with another regular roof and then
adding photovoltaic panels on top
would run around $34,000 in gross
costs all told ($8,000 for a new
asphalt or slate roof and $26,000
for the photovoltaic equipment
and installation). Of course, some
solar installers will lease the panels
to you, so you would just pay a
smaller monthly fee akin to your
old electricity bill.
Meanwhile, gross costs for
putting in a full Tesla Solar Roof
top out over $50,000, a 33 percent
price premium for the sleeker look
and added cool factor. But given all
the turbulence in the solar industry
in recent years, Tesla customers are
also happy to pay a premium for the
peace of mind of knowing they are
dealing with a company that won’t
be going out of business anytime
soon. Tesla is already the dominant
force in the sector given its 2016
acquisition of leading residential
solar installer SolarCity and vertical
integration with electric cars and
lithium-ion battery arrays. They
also have pretty deep pockets: Tesla
went public in 2010 and has been
a darling of tech investors ever
since. The first Tesla Solar Roofs
have already started going up in
California, with a roll out to other
states planned by the end of 2018.
But Tesla is far from the only
game in town when it comes to
so-called “building integrated”
photovoltaics (BIPV). Forward
Labs, a venture capital backed
Silicon Valley start-up, has started
installing its own integrated solar
roofing systems around the San

Francisco Bay Area and plans to
expand beyond California in 2019.
Unlike Tesla’s tiled roof design,
Forward Labs’ “single-surface”
look—more akin in style to a metal
roof—features layers of solar cells
and tempered glass that can take
on any color the customer chooses.
The start-up claims its solar roofing

Forward Labs, a venture-backed Silicon Valley start-up, is one of a small number
of companies vying to compete with Tesla on so-called “solar roof” technology.

technology can produce almost
double the energy output of Tesla’s
tiles while costing 33 percent less.
While we know less about the technical details, the Japanese company
Solar Frontier plans to roll out its
own solar roof technology across
Japan in 2019.

Yet with all the hype about
solar roofs, we can’t forget about
the technology’s forebear, solar
shingles. While not technically integrated into the roof, solar shingles
lay flat on existing roofing, keeping
a low-profile and requiring less
installation time than traditional

photovoltaic panels or fully-integrated solar roofs. RGS Energy’s
PowerHouse and CertainTeed’s
Apollo have been around since
2011 and can achieve efficiencies
similar to traditional photovoltaic
panels at a price point far below
fully integrated solar roofing.

Covered by Medicare and suffering from Back or Knee Pain?

RELIEVE
YOUR
PAIN NOW!
Learn for FREE how a Back or Knee
Brace can help: 888-918-1625
Give your back or knees the support
and relief they need to reduce your pain

› Fast and Easy Medicare Approvals
› Free Nationwide Shipping

Call 24/7: 888-918-1625
We have other braces available, for your shoulder, neck, ankle and back.

A Help Button Should Go Where You Go!
To be truly independent your personal emergency device needs to work on the go.
Traditional
Help Buttons

At Home
As seen on:

In the Car
On a Walk

1-800-264-6024

On Vacation
At the Park
Shopping
No Contracts, No Hidden Fees, No Risk
Nationwide GPS Location Detection • 24/7/365 Emergency Response Center
$

Optional Fall Button™
FDA Registered
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Order Now & Receive a FREE Lockbox!

Place your door key in this box so that emergency personnel can get help to you even faster.
*Service availability and access/coverage on the AT&T network is not available everywhere and at all times. Fall Button™ does not detect 100% of falls. If able, users should always push their help button when they need assistance. Current
GPS location may not always be available in every situation. MobileHelp is a registered trademark and Fall Button is a trademark of MobileHelp. Patented technology. MobileHelp is a FDA registered Medical Device Manufacturer
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Luxury with extras
By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by Sukhothai Hotel
Enter the Sukhothai Hotel and
see the true meaning of world-class
luxury! The Hotel resembles a palace in Thailand’s ancient Sukhothai
Kingdom.
Their ancient frescoes, objects
d’art, reflection pools, and impressive pillars all present a picture of
the past. Silken fabrics adorn the
furnishings, wallpaper, drapes and
you will also see many members
of their staff wearing colorful
traditional silk clothing. This is
truly Thai-style with charm and
elegance.
Whether you choose a superior
room (409 square feet) or suite,
you will enjoy a touch of luxury.
The Garden Suite (818 square
feet) gives you a private balcony
overlooking Lotus Blossom ponds
and gardens.
The Executive Suite (818 square
feet) has everything an executive or
any one would want. I especially
liked the sliding silk lined wooden
curtains, a perfectly beautiful way
to keep out the sunlight when you
want to sleep late. There is a telephone at each side of the bed, on
the desk and in the bathroom (269
square feet) next to the oversized
tub. The plasma television swivels
around (180 degrees) for viewing
either in the bedroom or living
room. Light dimmers and air conditioning control panels allow you
to regulate each area of the suite.
And the grandest suite of them
all, the Sukhothai Suite (2,132
square feet) is known as the “Suite

of Kings” with a long list of movie
stars, heads of state and other dignitaries who stayed there.
The Sukhothai Hotel’s management has thought of all of the
extras you would want for your
comfort and enjoyment in dining,
accommodations, spa and parties.
Choose from the Celadon Thai
Restaurant, Colonnade buffet, or
La Scala Italian Restaurant.
The leisure facilities offer a
health club, swimming pool, shopping arcade, squash and tennis

courts. The atmosphere is soothing
to the nerves.
Lotus Blossoms decorate the
lobby, guest’s rooms and throughout the hotel in unique floral arrangements. New guests receive
flowers when they arrive.
Best of all, the exchange rate
(29 Baht = $1 US) allows you to
savor these surroundings at more
reasonable rates. Imagine how far
your dollar will go in Thailand!
One of the Leading Hotels of
the World, the five-star Sukhothai

Bangkok Hotel is located at 13/3
South Sathorn Road, Bangkok,
Thailand. For more information
visit the websites info@sukhothai.
com and www.sukhothai.com
Award winning Sandy Zimmerman is a syndicated columnist
featuring Show and Dining reviews,
Travel, Health, Spas, Luxury, Cars
and more. Sandy is talk show host
of the Las Vegas Today Show programs and Discover the Ultimate
Vacation travel specials. If you
want to recommend or suggest top-

ics for articles, for information or
to ask any questions about Sandy’s
A Touch of Luxury! articles, call
(702)-731-6491. SUGGESTIONS:
Do you have a favorite production
show, singer, comedian, magician,
hypnotist, musical group, mentalist
or other entertainer? Las Vegas offers so much entertainment! Please
send the name of your favorite
entertainer, the reasons for your
choice and you may win free show
tickets or other prizes. P.O. Box
#750211, Las Vegas, NV. 89136.
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To place classified ads in the
Las Vegas Tribune please call
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PERSONALS

Inspire The World
Publish Your Book
Today With
THE MOST RESPECTED
FULL-SERVICE
PUBLISHING FIRM
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Call today for your Free Publishing Kit!

800-303-3839

INTERNET/TV OFFERS
OUT WITH CABLE.
IN WITH SAVINGS.

ONLY
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The support you need to find quality

Get a 200 AT&T Visa® Reward Card
when you sign up for DIRECTV SELECT ™
Package or above.
†

$

FDA Registered Hearing Aid!

W/ 24-mo. agreement. Redemption required.
EARLY TERMINATION FEE OF $20/MO. FOR EACH MONTH REMAINING ON AGMT., $35 ACTIVATION, EQUIP. NON-RETURN & ADD’L FEES APPLY.
New approved residential customers only (equipment lease req’d). Credit card req’d (except MA & PA).

Ask me how to Bundle and save. CALL TODAY!

SENIOR LIVING SOLUTIONS

A Place for Mom has helped over one million families find
senior living solutions that meet their unique needs.

SEND NO MONEY!

• Hearing aids by mail
for 38 years

If you like it then pay only $299!
Comfort fit • Crisp clear sound

• Over 650,000
satisfied
customers

✔ 100% Risk-FREE
✔ 45-day home trial
✔ FREE shipping
✔ Payment plans
Call for details!

✔ Licensed hearing aid

High-quality
American-made
electronics

IV SUPPORT HOLDINGS LLC

855-977-8411
†$200 Reward Card for purchase of qualifying DIRECTV SELECT and above; Offer not available in select locations. For new residential customers in the U.S. (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S.V.I.). Residents of select multi-dwelling units are not eligible for this offer. Reward Card: Will be sent letter
with redemption requirements. Redemption req’d w/in 75 days from reward notification mail date. Reward Card delivered within 3-4 weeks after redemption to customers who maintain qualifying service from installation date and through reward fulfillment. Card expires at month-end, 6 mos. after
issuance. No cash access. For cardholder agreement, go to rewardcenter.att.com/myrewardcard/agreement_FSV.pdf. AT&T Reward Card issued by U.S. Bank National Association, pursuant to license from Visa. U.S.A Inc. May not be combined with other promotional offers on same services.
Offer ends 3/31/18. DIRECTV SVC TERMS: Subject to Equipment Lease & Customer Agreements. Must maintain a min. base TV pkg of $29.99/mo. Programming, pricing, terms and conditions subject to change at any time. Visit directv.com/legal or call for details. ©2018 AT&T Intellectual Property.
All Rights Reserved. AT&T, Globe logo, DIRECTV, and all other DIRECTV marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affiliated companies. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

$299!

Try our Apollo-6200
hearing aid risk-free for 45 days.

There’s no cost to you!
CALL (855) 559-1886

dispensers on staff

100% digital • Discreet size • Customer favorite

(

! We’re paid by our partner communities

HEALTH

8

Promo
code:
88-120

By Phone (Mon-Fri • 8 am - 5 pm CT)

1-855-900-7480
More Info
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Are You Still Paying Too Much For Your Medications?
Their Price

$

CrestorTM

914.18
Typical US Brand Price

for 40mg x 100

but I’m never alone.
I have Life Alert.®

Call Toll-free: 844-409-8740

Covered by Medicare and suffering from Back or Knee Pain?

RELIEVE YOUR
PAIN NOW!

Presenting the all new Safe
Step Walk-In Tub featuring
MicroSoothe.® It oxygenates,
softens and exfoliates skin,
turning your bath into a spa-like
experience.

Give your back or knees the
support and relief they need to
reduce your pain

› Fast and Easy Medicare
Approvals
› Free Nationwide Shipping

$1500 OFF when you mention this ad.

1-800-396-4503

Call the number below and save an additional $15 plus get free shipping on your
first prescription order with Canada Drug Center. Expires December 31, 2017.
Offer is valid for prescription orders only and can not be used in conjunction with
any other offers. Valid for new customers only. One time use per household. Use
code 15FREE to receive this special offer.

Use of these services is subject to the Terms of Use and accompanying policies at www.canadadrugcenter.com.

1 Selling Walk-In Tub

Call Today
Toll-Free

Get An Extra $15 Off & Free Shipping On
Your 1st Order!

Please note that we do not carry controlled substances and a valid prescription is required for all prescription medication orders.

NORTH #
AMERICA’S

Print & digital formats • Exciting
illustrations • Sold at major retailers

1-800-973-2606

148

Generic equivalent of CrestorTM
Generic price for for 40mg x 100

1-800-538-9279

Most trusted all-in-one publisher

Call today for your Free
Author Submission Kit!

Rosuvastatin*
$

For a FREE brochure call:

SPECIAL OFFERS
Get Your Book Published With

Our Price

You can save up to 97% when you fill your prescriptions with our
Canadian and International prescription service.

Learn for FREE how a Back or
Knee Brace can help: 888-918-1625
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You know your FAMILY. We know SENIOR LIVING.
Together, we will ﬁnd the RIGHT PLACE.
INDEPENDENT LIVING • ASSISTED LIVING • MEMORY CARE
A Place for Mom has helped over a million families find senior living solutions that meet their unique needs. Our
Advisors are trusted, local experts who can help you understand your options. Here’s what’s included with our free service:

A dedicated
local Advisor

Hand-picked list
of communities

Full details
and pricing

Help scheduling
tours

Move in
support

There’s no cost to you!
CALL (855) 559-1886
! We’re paid by our partner communities

Joan Lunden, journalist, best-selling author, former host of Good Morning America & senior living advocate.

