Trump administration
takes first step to
ban bump stocks
Page 2

Economy adds
313,000 jobs
in February

Possible North Korea
summit raises anxiety
in Washington
Page 4

Page 3

Volume 20, Issue 2

lasvegastribune.com

March 14-20, 2018

Trump fires Tillerson

By Morgan Chalfant
and Max Greenwood
The Hill
President Trump has removed
Secretary of State Rex Tillerson
and replaced him with CIA Director Mike Pompeo in a move that
stunned Washington with its timing.
Trump is nominating Gina
Haspel, Pompeo’s current deputy,
to lead the CIA.
Trump told reporters Tuesday
morning that he made the decision
“by myself,” signaling he did not
speak with Tillerson before firing
him.
“I actually got along great with

My Point
of View
By Rolando Larraz

I had my column finished and
turned it in to the editor by Friday
before I left town. When I got back
on Monday, I glanced at the Sunday
daily newspaper and, of course, I
had to read the first lady of journalism. She is Jane Ann Morrison,
one of my favorite writers, who is
still there at the daily newspaper.
As soon as I read her column,
my ego went up faster than my
blood pleasure. Nothing makes me
happier than when I find a good and
intelligent journalist who agrees
with me or who proves me right —
even if it is unintentionally.
I have been trying to open the
eyes of the Clark County voters
for a very long time about David
Thomas, the so-called “judge maker,” and husband of District Court
Judge Nancy Alf.
Some people choose to believe
that I am carrying on a vendetta
against Thomas, but those are people who do not know me. I believe
that carrying a vendetta lowers my
standards morally, professionally
and personally, and David Thomas
is not qualified to do that. I can tell
people my reasons for why I feel
this way about him.
Morrison, in her Review-Journal
Sunday column, wrote what I have
been writing for several years, but
her fluency of the English language
makes it sound so much better. That
is why I asked my editor to allow
me to change my column to once
again address this political issue
she wrote about.
Morrison’s column read: “Even
before he became a Clark County
District Court judge, I didn’t think
highly of Richard Scotti. He was the
beneficiary of a questionable political mailer, which helped him win
the race in 2014. He denied having
anything to do with it. But it definitely helped him win a judgeship.”
Morrison wrote that, and that
is a known fact. The target of the
mudslinging mailer, Las Vegas
attorney John Watkins, told me he
still today believes that Scotti’s
political consultant, Dave Thomas,
and political mischief-maker Tony
Dane were behind the mailer.”
If Mr. Scotti would have held
his name high and had tried having
the same ethics and the same honor
as Mr. John Watkins, he would not
allow his campaign team to involve
his name in such dirty campaign
tricks.
There are several good candidates who can very easily win a
judge seat in our courts without
using David Thomas, a man with
a very dubious reputation whose
arrogance gives him a big head.
It is my humble opinion that a
judge who is proud of his or her
career and reputation should be
very concerned about having his or
her name tied to the names of David
Thomas and Tony Dane.
I am not a judge. I am not an at(See My Point of View, Page 2)

Secretary of State Rex Tillerson (L) and CIA Director Mike Pompeo

Rex, but really, it was a different
mindset,” Trump said from the
White House.
Those comments belied the
fact that Trump and Tillerson had
repeatedly clashed, most famously
when the secretary of State reportedly referred to Trump in private
as a “moron.” The report clearly
got under Trump’s skin, and the
president responded by challenging
Tillerson to an IQ test.
Trump tweeted the news of the
staff changes shortly after Tillerson’s firing was first reported by
The Washington Post.
“Mike Pompeo, Director of the
CIA, will become our new Secre-

tary of State,” Trump tweeted.
“He will do a fantastic job!
Thank you to Rex Tillerson for his
service! Gina Haspel will become
the new Director of the CIA, and the
first woman so chosen. Congratulations to all!”
A White House official told
The Hill that White House chief of
staff John Kelly called Tillerson on
Friday night to tell him that Trump
had decided to let him go. The official said the call was short and not
testy, and that it was not focused on
policy issues or differences.
Tillerson asked and Kelly agreed
that an announcement would be
(See Tillerson, Page 5)

The interview was to be hosted
by Monica Lenoir, the executive
producer of the Radio Tribune station, rather than Rolando Larraz,
due to the usual host’s temporary
absence due to illness.
Why this does matter is because
the appointment was confirmed
with her just several hours before
the cancellation email was sent.
Was her staff member, the one who
schedules her campaign appointments, not aware of the conflict,
or did something else keep Collins
from coming to Face the Tribune?
Managing staff and time is something a councilperson must do well
to serve the people.
Collins may not be the right

person to take over the seat left
vacant in January by disgraced
City Councilman Ricki Barlow
when he resigned after admitting to
misappropriation of his campaign
funds, among other allegations and
charges.
Collins is the daughter of entrepreneur Gene Collins, who is
a respected leader of our community, a civic activist and who has
campaigned for local office. He is
known as a longtime resident of the
Historic Westside community and
has always been viewed positively
by this newspaper.
Face the Tribune is a one-hour
show that is often opened to one
(See Collins, Page 3)

Why Sheila Collins May Not
Be Best Ward 5 Candidate

By Alexandra Cohen
Las Vegas Tribune
Sheila Collins was a confirmed
guest on Face the Tribune radio
show last Friday. The podcast has
an open invitation format for any
candidates during elections. Since
it started streaming shows, it always
has maintained a fair and open mic
for all viewpoints.
To Collins and her staff’s credit,
they did email in the midnight hours
(12:06 a.m.) to say something else
was planned and that she would
not be coming on the radio show
that morning. No one was offered
to come in her place for her appearance on the radio show (that
is sometimes video streamed, too).

SHEILA COLLINS

Let the public see the
work of public servants
By Thomas Mitchell
This week is Sunshine Week,
March 11-17. The annual observation was created by the American Society of News (formerly
Newspaper) Editors to spotlight
the importance of public access to
government information in a democratic republic, allowing citizens to
be the watchdogs over their elected
and appointed representatives.
The sunshine label was derived
from a quote by Justice Louis
Brandeis, “Publicity is justly commended as a remedy for social
and industrial diseases. Sunlight is
said to be the best of disinfectants;
electric light the most efficient
policeman.”
The point is that for the public
to be able to perform its democratic
role in voting into or out of office
the most suitable personages, they

Nevada Supreme Court

must be kept informed as to how
well or ill the current office holders
and their minions are doing their
jobs.
Which brings us to the current
tension between the right to know
and the right to privacy.
Earlier this year a district court
judge ruled in favor of a request
from The Associated Press and
the Las Vegas Review-Journal to
obtain copies of the autopsies of the
58 victims of the Oct. 1 Route 91
country music show shooting. The
judge did require that the names of
the victims be redacted.
A few weeks later another judge,
at the behest of the widow of
off-duty police officer Charleston
Hartfield who was killed at the
concert, ruled that his autopsy report was private and demanded the
(See Sunshine Week, Page 4)

FBI should investigate Alec Baldwin

By Alexandra Cohen
Las Vegas Tribune
During an interview with the
leading entertainment industry
newspaper, The Hollywood Reporter, actor Alec Baldwin stressed
his dislike for President Donald
Trump and said that he is “working
on a project to get rid of President
Trump.”
“I’ll vote for Mitt Romney. I
don’t care. Anybody over this guy.
It doesn’t matter,” Baldwin told The
Hollywood Reporter, “We have to
get rid of him. And that’s another
project I’m working on. I was the
keynote speaker at the Democratic
Dinner in Iowa, and I’m gonna go
do a couple more of those this year.
My wife and I agreed that we’re
gonna give it everything we have.”
During a woman’s march in

Washington, Madonna continued
with a provocative remark about the
White House: “Yes, I’m angry. Yes,
I am outraged. Yes, I have thought
an awful lot about blowing up the
White House.”
Later the White House council,
Kellyanne Conway, told the national media, “You have a very prominent singer who’s worth hundreds
of millions of dollars not going over
to a woman’s shelter here in D.C.
to write a check, but instead saying
that she thought of, quote, burning
down the White House.”
In the October 24, 2015 issue
of the Las Vegas Tribune it was
reported that “The office of the
Junior U.S. Senator of Florida,
Marco Antonio Rubio, filed a
report with the Federal Bureau of
Investigation against the Las Vegas

ALEC BALDWIN
Tribune editor in chief, Rolando
Larraz, accusing the long-time Las
Vegas resident of “wanting to shoot
the Senator” when Larraz called
several of the satellite offices of
the Senator trying to interview the
Senator while he was in Las Vegas.”

“It all seems as though it is a
selective investigation,” Larraz said
later, after famous singer Madonna
threatened to burn the White House
and Alec Baldwin announced he’s
working “on a project to get rid
of Trump,” both with not a single
consequence or investigation —
neither one even being questioned
by the FBI or the Secret Service,
that we know of.
No law enforcement group in
Las Vegas ever investigated any of
the vandalism attacks on the Las
Vegas Tribune’s office building
for having signs supporting President Trump. According to records
(meaning there weren’t any) a police report was not taken in either
case — police refused to take a citizen’s report or even a photograph
of the broken glass.
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Trump administration takes
first step to ban bump stocks

By Luis Sanchez
The Hill
The Trump administration on
Saturday began the process to ban
bump stocks through regulatory
action.
“The Department of Justice has
submitted to the Office of Management and Budget a notice of a
proposed regulation to clarify that
the National Firearms and Gun
Control Act defines ‘machinegun’
to include bump stock type devices,” Attorney General Jeff Sessions
said in a statement.
The Department of Justice

TRIBUNE
VOL. 20, NO. 2
FOUNDER
Rolando Larraz
PUBLISHER
AND
EDITOR IN CHIEF
Rolando Larraz
GENERAL MANAGER
Perly Viasmensky
MANAGING EDITOR
Maramis Choufani
PRODUCTION
Don Snook
ASSOCIATE EDITOR
Colleen Lloyd
INVESTIGATIVE REPORTER
Kenneth A. Wegner

My Point of View
(Continued from Page 1)
torney. I am an old nobody who has
nothing to lose, and I do not even
want my name printed in the same
paragraph with the two of them.
I will put my name next to many
other people, and almost anybody
is more honorable than those two.
There is something easy to
understand about me: I know that
what I write here, I also maintain
with my word and with my opinion,
as well as keeping my word anywhere else in the universe because
I don’t lie. I am not a hypocrite, and
whatever I tell someone or say in
this column, I will say to him or her.
That is because I already have said
it to that man or woman in person,
or I am prepared to do so at any
time. I am not one to talk behind
peoples’ back.
One of the things I am proud of

is my clear record. In the 60-plus
years I have lived in Las Vegas
NEVER have I had to hide from
anyone; I have not walked into
a restaurant or any other place
and had to turn around and leave
because there was someone there
who I did not want to see me. I walk
with my head up and my dignity
even higher.
David Thomas represents several judges that I like, respect and
am proud to have a cordial relationship with, even if we do not think
alike. Years ago, Las Vegas was a
small city where most people used
to know each other, and some of
those judges and/or politicians still
around today were more accessible
back then when everyone knew
each other.
I wish some of these judges
today would realize that the astro-

(DOJ) submitted a notice of a
regulation regarding the definition
of “machinegun” in the National
Firearms Act and Gun Control Act
and proposing to include “bump
stock type devices, and that federal law accordingly prohibits the
possession, sale, or manufacture of
such devices.”
Bump stocks are devices that
allow semi-automatic rifles to fire
at faster speeds.
Sessions previously signaled
that the DOJ would seek the ban
despite the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives
(ATF) previously indicating Con-

gress would have to act in order to
ban the devices.
ATF previously ruled that it does
not have the authority to regulate
bump stocks under the existing
regulations prohibiting machine
guns under federal law.
The proposed rule next has to
be approved by the Office of Management and Budget as part of the
regulatory review process. ATF also
has to submit an analysis and evaluate public comments on regulating
the devices. The review process will
likely take months.
Saturday’s announcement comes
(Bump Stocks, Page 6)

nomical amount of money they all
give to David Thomas is not worth
it because they would be elected
anyway. I also understand that what
they are buying is not the election
win but a payoff for Thomas not to
find anyone to run against them,
which is a threat he uses to get or
stay on someone’s campaign as
the manager. And with the help of
a no-good, crooked man like Tony
Dane, they can give the community
a loser of a candidate like Richard
Scotti, who wins but who is worth
nothing as a judge.
I understand that the judicial
races are mainly among the legal
community, and most people,
regardless of how intelligent or
educated they are, don’t follow
the judicial elections as much as
they should. So that is one of the
reasons why we were deprived of

a good judge like John Watkins.
Since he played clean and fair, and
the Thomas and Dane duo did dirty,
we ended up with Richard Scotti.
In the old days, even loan sharks
had more heart than Thomas would
have for those who dare not to hire
his ‘services’ to become judges. I
may not be around to see it because
of my age, but it would be beautiful
to see the day that these judges
finally put David Thomas out of
business.
My name is Rolando Larraz, and
as always, I approved this column.
*****
Rolando Larraz is Editor in
Chief of the Las Vegas Tribune.
His column appears weekly in this
newspaper. To contact Rolando
Larraz, email him at: Rlarraz@
lasvegastribune.com or at 702272-4634.
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Economy adds 313K jobs in February
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By Vicki Needham
The Hill
The U.S. economy added a
robust 313,000 jobs in February,
the fastest pace of growth since
summer of 2016, as tax cuts stoked
the tightening labor market.
The unemployment rate was 4.1
percent for the fifth straight month,
the lowest level since December
2000, when it was 3.9 percent,
the Labor Department reported on
Friday.
February jobs, which ran well
above estimates, posted the best
performance since July 2016 and
were up from 239,000 jobs in
January.
Job gains have averaged 242,000
over the last three months.
The boost in jobs last month
likely reflects a growing confidence
among businesses that the tax cuts
will help accelerate growth this
year.
The White House’s Council
of Economic Advisers recently
predicted economic growth of 3
percent this year and into the next
decade.
The Dow Jones industrial average opened up about 150 points
higher on the jobs news.
Employment, as measured in the
household survey, rose by a massive 785,000, the biggest monthly
gain since September.
The labor force increased by
806,000, which is the biggest jump
since January 2003, bolstering the
labor force participation rate to
63 percent from 62.7 percent, the

highest level since September.
Wage acceleration slid to a 2.6
percent annual pace from a 2.8 percent in January. That January figure
was revised down 0.1 percentage
point and had roiled markets.
House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi said while February’s
report shows jobs growth, “working
Americans are still not getting the
bigger paychecks they deserve.”
“Strong job growth means little
to the American workers forced
to work multiple jobs because of
stagnant wages,” Pelosi said.
Robert Frick, a corporate economist with Navy Federal Credit
Union, called the February report
“mixed,” noting the wage increases
were lower than expected despite
the strong job gains and a jump in
labor force participation.
“Together that says that there
is still slack in the labor force and
Americans are still waiting for

bigger raises that are typical for this
point in an economic expansion,”
Frick said.
The household survey is an
estimate of employed Americans,
not of total jobs, and covers those
who wouldn’t show up on a payroll,
such as the self-employed.
The labor market is expected to
tighten further this year and economists forecast that the jobless rate
could drop into the historic mid-3
percent range.
Employees’ paychecks are expected to grow as the labor market
tightens this year.
“Although the unemployment
rate held steady over the month, it
will fall throughout 2018 and into
2019 as the job market continues to
tighten, bottoming out at around 3.5
percent,” said Gus Faucher, chief
economist for PNC.
“Businesses and consumers
are likely responding to the tax

cut by boosting investment and
spending, driving stronger demand
and increasing the need for labor,”
Faucher said.
The latest positive jobs growth
comes amid President Trump’s plan
to levy global steel and aluminum
tariffs that congressional Republicans have said they worry could
upend the economic momentum
from the tax package.
The Trade Partnership, a nonpartisan pro-trade group, estimates
that the tariffs will generate more
than 33,000 new metals jobs but
ultimately lead to an overall loss
of 146,000 jobs.
House Ways and Means Committee Chairman Kevin Brady
(R-Texas), an architect of the tax
plan, credited the newly enacted
law with bolstering the job market
and economic growth.
But he has expressed concern
about the president’s tariff plan.

“Now is the time to build off the
strong economic momentum of the
president’s tax cuts through sound
trade policy,” Brady said.
“We must ensure that the steel
and aluminum tariffs just announced by the president are narrowly targeted and don’t harm our
workers and manufacturers here at
home,” he said.
Trump on Thursday officially
announced tariffs of 25 percent on
steel and 10 percent on aluminum
from all nations except Canada and
Mexico. Other countries can apply
for exemption from the tariffs as
well.
Overall, there were 54,000 more
jobs created in December and January than initially reported.
Employers have added jobs for
89 straight months.
Manufacturing, a key focus of
Trump’s tariffs plan, added 31,000
jobs in February and has generated
224,000 jobs over the past year.
Construction employment increased by a solid 61,000 and the
sector has added 185,000 jobs over
the past four months.
The economy added 287,000
private sector jobs in February,
while 26,000 government jobs
were added.
Employment in mining rose by
9,000 in February and is up 69,000
since a recent low in October 2016.
Retail trade saw a big boost in
employment, up 50,000.
Employment in health care
rose 19,000 and the industry is up
290,000 jobs over the past year.

(Continued from Page 1)
candidate at a time to speak on
his or her issues. That is why the
producers of the show say it is
important to be in the seat.
The producer welcomes all other
candidates running for a seat on
the council to take a seat with this
Independent newspaper’s show.
Face the Tribune is a forum
that lets candidates express their
viewpoint for the voters and others
to decide the issues.
It is not the first time a candidate
has not shown up when they are
running for an office against other
qualified candidates, but it is her
first miss with this show.
Ward 5 Voters
Want to Know
Las Vegas Ward 5 covers a
much larger area now than when it
was made up of the predominantly
Black community; it is now very diverse with many ethnic groups and
contains both rural and urban areas.

The issues that face the ward are
important. Those issues were to be
talked about with Collins, who has
lived in the area a long time and
knows a lot about the issues and
the community. The vote from that
council seat will affect decisions
on things in every other ward of
the city.
Forty percent of the residents in
Ward 5 are Hispanics and, ironically, there is not a person of known
Hispanic background in the list of
eleven candidates. One of them
will represent that area in the city
council soon after the March 27
Special Election.
Everyone that lives in Ward
5 has the right to know who the
candidates are, how they think and
how they see the solutions to issues
that may be a problem. Any things
that might not have been addressed
during Barlow’s long term in that
seat are now very important for
voters to ask the candidates.

“It is not only disrespect to the
station that has given Ms. Collins
the opportunity to let her viewpoint
be known, but also disrespect to me
personally when only four hours
earlier (8:00 p.m.) her appearance
was confirmed during a telephone
conversation,” said Monica Lenoir,
the station’s executive producer.
“Radio Tribune is always at the
head of serving the Black Community to the best of its ability…from
having three or four hours of prime
air time with Black programming,
to recently donating twenty hours
to celebrate Black History Month.
Find me another station in Las Vegas that has dedicated one whole
month to Black History Month
celebration. Not even [the major
community radio station located in
the Historic Westside] does that,”
Lenoir stated.
“If somebody in Ms. Collins’
camp had been worried about what
she was going to be asked on the

Face the Tribune radio show, she
has no business in politics,” said
Perly Viasmensky, the general manager of Las Vegas Tribune newspaper, which owns Radio Tribune.
“It pains this newspaper to be as
blunt as that…it is nothing personal. It is just that this Ward 5 election
is very important after years of
inept representation,” explained
Viasmensky.
Viasmensky and other staff discussed the election and candidates
running: “It seems that every time
a seat is open in any office the
amount of prospects to take that
seat rises astronomically, regardless
of knowledge or qualifications. It
seems more like a popularity contest instead of an election to choose
the right person to serve the community as a whole,” Viasmensky
said, summing it up.
Viasmensky says she feels very
serious about candidates talking to
the people of the community every

chance they get. People have to be
aware that once a candidate takes
office, he or she becomes part
of the system, and as part of the
system it is more difficult to defeat
an incumbent. “It is not as easy as
many people believe,” Viasmensky
added.
“[Voters] might complain and
be unhappy due to the lack of
qualifications of the newly elected
person,” she continued. “Some
think, ‘If he or she doesn’t work
out, we can vote [him or her] out.’”
Once the candidate is elected and
becomes the incumbent, the chances of voting that person out is just
about slim to none,” Viasmensky
believes.
Face the Tribune on RadioTribune.com is one open mic forum,
and every forum counts in a crowded field of candidates. This Special
Election is important for Ward 5.
The empty seat needs filling, but
with the right person.

Collins

Job Opportunity:
Boot-lickers need not respond
Respectful men and women only, aged 35 and up. One
Love’s new leadership starts from top down leadership’s chain of command as well as including ground up
community development.

Our big fundamentals for true leadership are narrowed down
to these five principles: 1) integrity; 2) respect; 3) loyalty;
4) higher moral values; and 5) discipline.
Isaiah 43:18-21 are our governing belief principles
proving that anyone can change and those Bible verses are
the fundamental company ethos at One Love Enterprises.
Gilbert Earl Wainwright is the founder and CEO of One
Love United Coast-to-Coast Enterprises, which is a
self-improvement company.
We are here to praise God and honor the communities
wherein we are present to provide new leadership in America
by a firm policy of respect, higher moral values, and love.
Contact Gilbert Earl Wainwright for more information. Email:
unitedcoasttocoast@ yahoo.com, or phone 702.583.9430.
And please visit our website at Unitedcoasttocoast.com.
The deadlines to join our new leadership
development platform for One Love United Coast-to-Coast Enterprises is March
18, 2018. We don’t need more community policing; we need more community
leadership, and One Love United Coastto-Coast Enterprises is kicking it off.
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By Mallory Shelbourne
The Hill
A potential North Korea summit that could
feature the first face to face meeting between
President Trump and Kim Jong Un is raising
the anxiety level in Washington, D.C.
Lawmakers on Sunday grappled with possible ramifications to the Trump administration’s ongoing negotiations with Pyongyang
over its nuclear program.
Several Republicans are urging the administration to approach the summit cautiously
while keeping the pressure on North Korea to
denuclearize, and some Democrats are raising
concerns that a hollowed out State Department cannot back up Trump’s promises of a
diplomatic solution.
Trump last week said he would meet face
to face with Kim after a South Korean delegation met with the North Korean leader and
said Pyongyang wants to begin discussions
with the United States about halting nuclear
tests.
The summit announcement follows a
year of tough rhetoric from Trump on North
Korea, which the president vowed to destroy
should the Asian nation provoke the United
States.
CIA Director Mike Pompeo described the
United States as being in a strong negotiating
position to denuclearize North Korea.
“This administration has its eyes wide
open and the whole time this conversation
takes place the pressure will continue to
mount on North Korea,” Pompeo told CBS’s
“Face the Nation.”
“There is no relief in sight until the president gets the objective that he has set forth
consistently during his entire time in office.”
But some Republican lawmakers are
expressing caution on North Korea amid the
country’s past threats to the United States. A
group of GOP senators last week in a letter to
Trump called for the administration to keep
pressure on Pyongyang as it evaluated future
discussions.
One of those senators, Sen. Ron Johnson
(R-Wis.), on Sunday warned that the United
States should “not be Charlie Brown to North
Korea’s Lucy.”

Sunshine Week
(Continued from Page 1)
news outlets return it. How they
were to determine which one was
his is unclear.
A three-justice panel of the
Nevada Supreme Court quickly
stepped in and basically ruled that
once the cat’s out of the bag it can’t
be put back. It left unsettled the
question of whether autopsy reports
are public records under the law in
the first place.
The court opinion, penned by
Justice Kris Pickering, relied on
a U.S. Supreme Court ruling in
a 1989 case involving a Florida
newspaper called the Florida Star.
The paper published the name of a
rape victim, even though Florida

“What we can’t do is do what we did
with Iran and let off the pressure and then
just watch the behavior go in the wrong
direction,” Johnson told CNN’s “State of
the Union.”
“So, again, it’s just incredibly important
to keep — I would ratchet up the sanctions
against North Korea until they actually do, in
a verifiable fashion, denuclearize.”
Another Republican senator expressed
skepticism that the Trump administration is
near that goal.
“I don’t think anybody really believes
that North Korea is prepared to denuclearize. Now, maybe a freeze where they say,
‘All right. We are a nuclear power. Let’s get
some security guarantees,’ ” Sen. Jeff Flake
(R-Ariz.) told NBC’s “Meet the Press.”
He added there are “dozens and dozens of
meetings, high-level meetings,” that need to
happen before the summit.
“The important thing is the diplomatic
work that has to go in before such a meeting,”
he said. “A meeting like that would be kind
of an afterthought after things are negotiated.
Here it looks as if, you know, that’s kind
of the opening gambit. And that’s a little
worrisome.”
Democrats raised concerns about whether Trump has the resources for that kind of
complex, behind-the-scenes diplomacy due
to a State Department that is short of senior

law makes it “unlawful to ‘print,
publish, or broadcast … in any instrument of mass communication’
the name of the victim of a sexual
offense …”
That court ruling said the Star’s
intern reporter lawfully copied the
information from records made
available by the local sheriff’s office and the paper could not be punished because the sheriff’s office
failed to follow its own policy of
redacting the names of rape victims.
Pickering wrote, “For purposes
of our analysis we assume, without
deciding, that the Hartfield Parties
had a protectable privacy interest
in preventing disclosure of Mr.
Hartfield’s redacted autopsy re-

AJ Maimbourg/Ed Klapproth, Co-Founders
Please join us in our national wave to bring God
back into our country! Our mission is to recruit State
leaders across the country to lead in vetting every
single federal, state, county and city candidate
running for office in 2016... We will then choose the
ones we at the Christian Crusade will endorse and
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staff after Trump’s first year in office.
Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.) noted
that the agency lacks an assistant secretary
for East Asian and Pacific Affairs.
“I am very worried that he’s going to go
into these negotiations and be taken advantage of,” Warren told CNN’s “State of the
Union” on Sunday, while adding she wants
the president “to succeed” in negotiations.
Warren also argued in a separate appearance on Fox News Sunday that a meeting
between Kim and a U.S. president is “the
big prize” for North Korea because the talks
legitimize the government and its nuclear
program.
A former adviser to President Obama on
Sunday also said the Trump administration
needs more diplomats in this situation.
“They have no ambassador to Seoul. The
person who was in charge of North Korean
negotiations just left the State Department,”
Ben Rhodes told ABC’s Jonathan Karl on
“This Week.”
“When you’re in a negotiation as complex
as a North Korean nuclear program, and a
situation that is volatile as the Korean Peninsula, you need diplomats,” he said.
But the Trump administration says the
planned summit is the culmination of a diplomatic effort.
Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin argued during a morning show appearance that

port.” The key phrase is “without
deciding.”
The question remains: Are records prepared by a public official
using public funds to determine
a public safety matter covered by
the state’s strong public records
law that states records are available
to the public “unless otherwise
declared by law to be confidential
…”?
Back in 1982 then-Attorney
General Richard Bryan issued a
non-binding opinion that they are
not, writing, “An autopsy protocol
is a public record, but is not open
to public inspection upon demand,
because disclosure would be contrary to a strong public policy …”

U.S. economic sanctions have brought North
Korea to the table.
“So now we have a situation where the
president is using diplomacy, but we’re not
removing the maximum pressure campaign.
That’s the big difference here,” Mnuchin told
NBC’s Chuck Todd.
“The sanctions are staying on, the defense
posture is staying the same as it is, so the
president is going to sit down and see if he
can cut a deal,” he continued.
Still, lawmakers overall appear more
cautious in celebrating the meeting as a sign
of change.
Sen. Cory Gardner (R-Colo.), who pressed
the Trump administration to increase pressure
on Pyongyang ahead of last year’s inauguration, said Sunday that he would like to see
more from North Korea before Trump and
Kim meet.
“Well I’d like to see some concrete steps,
more than just a cessation of testing because
you can still do computer modeling,” he
told CBS.
The administration appears to be pushing
ahead with the meeting, regardless of concerns on both sides of the aisle.
North Korea’s nuclear ambitions plagued
the Trump administration’s first year in the
White House, as Pyongyang conducted multiple missile tests in 2017.
In his first speech to the United Nations
General Assembly last year, Trump said he
would “totally destroy North Korea” if it
threatened the United States. Meanwhile, the
president has exchanged personal insults with
Kim, whom he has called a “Rocket Man” on
“a suicide mission.”
While administration officials on Sunday did not provide details on a meeting,
the South Korean national security adviser
Chung Eui-Yong said last week that Trump
agreed to meet with Kim by May.
Deputy White House press secretary Raj
Shah on Sunday said “nothing is being ruled
out” in the planning, including the possibility
of Kim coming to the White House.
“I have no announcement, it’s a time and
a place to be determined,” Shah told ABC’s
Jonathan Karl on “This Week.”

That public policy was described
as the expectation that “the secrets
of a person’s body are a very private and confidential matter upon
which any intrusion in the interest
of public health or adjudication is
narrowly circumscribed.”
But does that privacy expectation carry over beyond death and
supersede the public’s right to observe how well their public servants
are serving them?
The closest the state Constitution comes to addressing this question is when it states that victims
of crimes are to be “treated with
fairness and respect for his or her
privacy and dignity” and defines
a victim of a crime as including a
deceased person’s family members.

All the Nevada high court panel
did was say the media obtained the
records legally and prior restraint
would be unconstitutional. It did
not say whether in the future the
coroner could refuse to release
autopsies. –We believe the courts
or lawmakers should make a final
determination in favor of the public’s right to know and let the sun
shine in.
It is analogous to the debate
currently underway in Florida over
what information should be made
public about what law enforcement
did prior to and during the tragic
high school shooting that killed 17.
The public needs to see how well
public officials are doing their jobs
… or not.
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By Alexander Bolton
The Hill
Republican senators on Tuesday said they
were not surprised by President Trump’s
abrupt firing of Secretary of State Rex Tillerson, with some acknowledging they’ve
grown numb to the president’s unorthodox
style of governing.
While senators didn’t receive advance
notice of Tillerson’s firing, several said it had
been clear for some time that he was on the
outs with the president.
“People are getting used to this being
what life is like under President Trump,”
said a GOP senator, who requested anonymity to discuss private conversations with
colleagues.
The lawmaker said it would be better if
there was more stability within the administration but there was little that could be done
to change Trump’s management style.
“This has become the norm,” the source
added, expressing regret over the departure
of Tillerson and National Economic Council
Director Gary Cohn. “Change has been in the
air now for 14 months.”
Vice President Pence didn’t offer an explanation for why Trump fired his secretary
of State when he spoke to senators at a lunch
meeting Tuesday, according to lawmakers
who attended.
He ignored a shouted question from a
Fox News reporter about whether the White
House is in “chaos” as he walked into the
lunch meeting, where he touted the credentials of CIA Director Mike Pompeo, whom
Trump has nominated to replace Tillerson.
Lawmakers suspect that Trump wanted
to have a new foreign policy team in place
ahead of talks with North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un.
“I knew they were talking about making
the change, but I didn’t know it was coming
this soon. I think a lot of it was driven by the
North Korea negotiations, wanting to have
the team he’s most comfortable with,” said
Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.).

Tillerson

(Continued from Page 1)
held back until Tillerson’s return.
Tillerson returned to the United
States early Tuesday morning —
hours before the Post story broke.
State Department officials did
not immediately respond to The
Hill’s requests for comment on
Tillerson’s abrupt ouster, though a
State Department official released
a statement that said Tillerson
was unaware of the reason for his
removal.
“The Secretary had every intention of remaining because of the
tangible progress made on critical
national security issues,” said the
statement from Steve Goldstein, under secretary for public diplomacy
and public affairs.
“The Secretary did not speak
to the President this morning and
is unaware of the reason, but he
is grateful for the opportunity to
serve, and still believes strongly
that public service is a noble calling
and not to be regretted.”
Tillerson and Trump have had a
tempestuous relationship, so it was
not shocking that Tillerson would
be removed.
However, the timing of Tillerson’s firing was a surprise, given
the diplomatic workload at the
moment.
On Thursday, Trump shocked
the world by accepting an invitation
to meet with North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un, which would make
him the first sitting U.S. president
to meet with a North Korean leader.
It’s possible that Tillerson’s removal was made with that meeting in
mind, if Trump wanted Pompeo by
his side for the historic occasion.
He’s also moving forward with a
Middle East peace plan after anger-

Many GOP senators are happy that Trump
nominated Pompeo, a former House Republican lawmaker, to take the reins of the State
Department. But several senators, including
senior members of the Foreign Relations
Committee, thought Tillerson was doing
a good job and liked his process-oriented
management style.
“I know him very, very well and talk with
him often,” Senate Foreign Relations Committee Chairman Bob Corker (R-Tenn.) said
of his relationship with Tillerson.
Corker said he didn’t receive any heads-up
on Tillerson’s firing, which Trump announced
on Twitter on Tuesday morning, but added
that he wasn’t that surprised, given the clashing styles of the president and top diplomat.
“You’ve got a very entrepreneurial president and you’ve got a secretary of State
who is more of a process person and puts
things into place. It just hasn’t been a perfect
relationship,” Corker added. “While I was
unaware of it, and I spoke to both of them
last week, I wasn’t surprised.”
The shakeup at the State Department and
the CIA throws a wrench into the Senate
schedule.
The Senate has one more week of work

ing the Arab world by announcing
the U.S. would move its embassy
in Israel to Jerusalem.
And the administration continues to deal with Russia and its
entanglement in the 2016 presidential election — with critics
charging that Trump has not taken
a tough enough approach with the
government of Russian President
Vladimir Putin.
There were differences in rhetoric between Tillerson and the White
House on foreign policy, including
on Monday, when Tillerson pointed
the finger at Moscow over the poisoning of a former Russian spy and
his daughter in London. The White
House earlier in the day had notably
not blamed Russia for the incident,
despite claims from Great Britain’s
prime minister.
Late last year, speculation
mounted in Washington that Tillerson would be replaced, and reports
circulated that Pompeo could be his
successor.
Tillerson was one of the first
Cabinet secretaries to be confirmed
in the Trump administration, but
his brief tenure has been rocked by
criticism and continuing signs of
low morale at the State Department,
where he has often been perceived
as an absent leader.
Tillerson, a low-key Texan, never felt comfortable in Washington
and did his best to work in private
and avoid the media. He faced
scrutiny in Washington, even from
Republican lawmakers, as he has
overseen a controversial redesign of
the State Department that has been
unpopular among officials there.
Many career diplomats have
exited under his leadership, and
Tillerson has reportedly clashed
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and then a two-week recess, which means
Pompeo and Gina Haspel, Trump’s nominee
to replace Pompeo as CIA director, are unlikely to be confirmed until the spring.
Haspel, the CIA’s deputy director, could
face opposition from members of both parties
because she ran a CIA “black site” prison
during the George W. Bush administration.
Senate Armed Services Committee
Chairman John McCain (R-Ariz.) warned
in a statement that Haspel would have to
explain her record on the torture of suspected
terrorists.
“Ms. Haspel needs to explain the nature
and extent of her involvement in the CIA’s
interrogation program during the confirmation process,” he said.
The GOP leadership expressed some
frustration Tuesday that they would have to
find more time on the schedule for a grinding
confirmation fight when they’re trying to find
floor time for a sex-trafficking bill, the omnibus spending package and other priorities.
“I’d rather be working on legislation,” said
Senate Republican Conference Chairman
John Thune (S.D.).
The Senate confirmed Tillerson to head
the State Department just over a year ago

with White House officials on key
appointments.
Pompeo, meanwhile, is viewed
as one of Trump’s most trusted
Cabinet members. He reportedly
meets nearly daily with Trump
to brief him on national security,
which requires him to travel from
CIA headquarters in Virginia to the
White House.
Pompeo, a former Republican
congressman, has taken a decidedly
more hawkish stance than Tillerson
on matters such as North Korea and
the Iran nuclear deal.
In a statement, Pompeo said he
was “deeply grateful” to Trump
for allowing him to serve as CIA
chief and now secretary of State.
He will now need to be confirmed
by the full Senate to lead the State
Department.

by a vote of 56-43. The chamber confirmed
Pompeo as CIA director in January 2017.
Senate Republican Whip John Cornyn
(Texas) and Thune, the second- and
third-ranking members of the Senate leadership, respectively, said they did not receive
any advance warning from the White House
about Tillerson’s ouster.
Only Sen. Tom Cotton (R-Ark.), who is
close to Pompeo, said he had “indications”
that there would be an imminent change at
State. Previous reports about the White House
moving Pompeo to State had floated Cotton
as a possible replacement at the CIA.
Democrats on Tuesday criticized the high
rate of turnover at senior administration
officials as a sign of disorder and instability.
Other high-profile departures from the
White House include Cohn, communications
director Hope Hicks, staff secretary Rob
Porter, chief of staff Reince Priebus, senior
political adviser Stephen Bannon, presidential personal assistant John McEntee and
communications aide Josh Raffel.
“What President Trump did and the way
he did it once again indicates the chaos in this
administration,” Senate Democratic Leader
Charles Schumer (N.Y.) told reporters. “Their
inability to have a center, the inability to
have a consistent policy … it’s creating huge
problems.”
Senate Democratic Whip Dick Durbin
(Ill.) added, “The departure of major players
from this administration has been historic
and worrisome.”
Durbin said he had “questions” about
Haspel’s record on so-called enhanced interrogation techniques like waterboarding.
Sen. Bob Menendez (D-N.J.), a senior
member of the Foreign Relations Committee,
said he looks forward to “a full vetting of
Director Pompeo.”
“They are a different set of skills. Being
CIA director [requires] one set of skills.
Being secretary of State requires diplomatic
skills,” Menendez added.

“If confirmed, I look forward to
guiding the world’s finest diplomatic corps in formulating and executing the President’s foreign policy,”
Pompeo said. “In my time as Director of the Central Intelligence
Agency, I have worked alongside
many remarkable Foreign Service
officers and Department of State
leaders serving here in the United
States and on the very edge of
freedom.”
Tillerson’s removal comes days
before he was slated to testify before the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee on the department’s
fiscal year 2019 budget request. The
State Department, like other agencies, has been dealt deep cuts in
the Trump administration’s funding
proposals, while the departments of
Defense and Homeland Security

have seen their budgets increased.
The decision to replace Tillerson, a former CEO of Exxon
Mobil Corp., throws into further
uncertainty the State Department’s
most senior ranks. The agency has
seen an exodus of longtime career
officials under Tillerson, which has
been highlighted in recent months
by the departures of some of the
department’s most experienced
diplomats.
Despite Tillerson’s rocky tenure
at the State Department, he has indicated in more recent months that
he planned to remain at the agency
for the foreseeable future. He told
CNN in an interview in January
that he intended to stay on at least
through 2018.
“I intend to be here for the whole
year,” he said at the time.

Dem unity shatters with debate on banks
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By Alexander Bolton
The Hill
The Senate Democratic Conference is splitting apart in an angry
debate over a banking reform bill
that has ended months of party
unity in opposition to President
Trump’s agenda.
S e n . E l i z a b e t h Wa r r e n
(D-Mass.), the Senate’s most vocal Wall Street watchdog, is taking
a hard line against the bill and
drawing complaints from moderate
Democratic colleagues who support
the bill and worry she’s putting
them in a tough political position.
It’s the first time this Congress
that Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell (R-Ky.) has had any
real success dividing Democrats
on major legislation after he failed
to pick up any bipartisan support
for health-care and tax-cut bills
in 2017.
With the midterm elections rapidly approaching and Senate Democrats up for reelection in 10 states
Trump carried in 2016, cracks in
party unity are starting to show. But
the banking issue is not attracting
the headlines that the health care
and tax debates generated and it
remains to be seen how much of an
election-year issue it will be.
Democratic sources say that
Senate Minority Leader Charles
Schumer (D-N.Y.) is staying out
of the fracas, wanting to avoid the
ire of either side. One Democratic
aide said Schumer is staying “generally quiet” during some of the
arguments that have taken place in
meetings.
“He’s trying to herd cats,” said
the source. “There’s a divide in the
caucus and I think Schumer hates
seeing that stuff.”
Sen. Claire McCaskill (D-Mo.),
who is running for reelection in a
state that Trump won by 19 points,
expressed during a lunch meeting
last week her frustration at liberals
for attacking fellow Democrats on
the banking bill.
Other centrist Democrats in
tough races were irate that Warren
called them out in a fundraising
email last week that criticized them
for supporting what she called the
“Bank Lobbyist Act” and highlighted votes in favor of proceeding to
the bill.
“It could have political significance because it reveals the divide
between progressives and centrists
within the Democratic Party, and
that’s something that’s a looming
gap for Democrats and is likely
to pop up in the next presidential
campaign,” said Darrell West, director of governance studies at the
Brookings Institution.
Warren has drummed up attention to a bill that might otherwise
be overlooked as the media has focused more on Trump’s diplomatic
overtures to North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un and other stories.
She warned on the Senate floor
Thursday that colleagues risk
making the same mistake Congress
committed in 1999 when it repealed
the Glass-Steagall Act and the
firewall it kept in place between
different financial institutions.
“This bill isn’t about the unfinished business of the last financial
crisis. This bill is about laying the
groundwork for the next one. So

I will make a prediction: This bill
will pass. And, if the banks kept
their way, in the next 10 years or
so, there will be another financial
crisis,” she said.
Warren’s opposition has helped
motivate liberal activist groups
such as Democracy for America,
which is targeting centrist Democrats with phone calls this week.
“We’re supporting Elizabeth
Warren and her fight by having
our members make phone calls,
thousands of calls in the last week
pressuring senators,” said Charles
Chamberlain, executive director of
Democracy for America.
He said voting for the bill will
hurt Democratic incumbents running for reelection even in proTrump states.
“It really calls into question
whether or not the Democratic
Party is really interested in fighting
against Wall Street or not. Clearly
Elizabeth Warren is. She gets it,”
he said.
“There’s no way that any vote
in a red state or a blue state that
supports Wall Street like this is
a benefit at the polls,” he added.
“When you have a [Democratic
Sen.] Jon Tester in Montana that
votes in the wrong way on an issue
like this, he’s hurting his chances
for reelection, he’s not helping.”
After months of failing to pick
off Democratic support for major
bills, Republicans are cheering
some of the infighting across the
aisle.
GOP strategists say Warren’s
staunch opposition reflects how out
of touch the Democrats’ liberal base
populating the East and West coasts
of the United States have become
from Middle America.
“It underscores the ongoing
challenge that Democrats have.
Their base, by and large, has a very
difficult time grappling with life
anywhere other than the coasts,”
said Josh Holmes, a GOP strategist and former chief of staff to
McConnell.
Holmes, like the bill’s other
supporters, claims that the legislation will provide needed relief
to community lenders and argues

that Warren is putting her centrist
colleagues in a tough spot by portraying it as a giveaway to Wall
Street. He said there is a range of
issues that Republican leaders can
use to highlight other differences
within the Democratic confernence,
citing immigration and gun control
as other examples.
“The split exists on a whole
range of issues that they have been
able to mask thus far just simply out
of opposition to President Trump,”
Holmes added.
The banking bill, or the Economic Growth, Regulatory Relief
and Consumer Protection Act, as
it is formally known, differs from
last year’s ObamaCare repeal and
the tax-cut bill in key ways.
Unlike the GOP health-care
and tax-reform efforts of 2017,
which were partisan from the start
and largely drafted behind closed
doors, the banking measure was
negotiated with Democrats from its
inception and had nine Democrats
as original co-sponsors.

Democrats also say that there is
broad support within their caucus
for giving community banks some
regulatory relief, but that many of
their members aren’t willing to also
swallow additional provisions giving regulatory relief to banks with
up to $250 billion in assets.
Liberal activists and allied
groups that favor stricter regulation of Wall Street argue that the
bill is far more than targeted relief
for community banks.
They say it is a broad deregulation of the nation’s biggest
banks that will put the country at
greater risk of a financial collapse
and wipe out important consumer
protections.
Robert Borosage, co-founder of
Campaign for America’s Future, a
liberal advocacy group, said this
week’s vote on the banking bill
is a “very significant thing, both
symbolically and in substance.” He
said that 80 percent of the nation’s
banks will have reduced regulatory
supervision and that banks will no

Bump Stocks

(Continued from Page 20)
more than two weeks after President Trump first announced that he had directed the DOJ to propose the
regulations.
The president proposed the regulations in response
to the Florida school shooting on Feb. 14 that left 17
people dead.
“Bump stocks are going to be gone,” Trump promised on Thursday.
The alleged shooter, who was recently charged with
17 counts of first-degree premeditated murder and 17
counts of attempted murder, did not use a bump stock.
However, the gunman at the Las Vegas mass
shooting — which took place last October and left 58
people dead and hundreds more wounded — did use
the device during his attack.

longer be required to keep detailed
data on lending practices to minority groups.
“We know we have continued
problems with racially inequitable
loan practices and we ought to be
enforcing that measure and not
backing away from it,” he said.
“Sen. Warren is exactly right to call
out her colleagues on the Democratic side.”
“Democrats made a mistake under Obama by not doing more to put
bankers in jail and holding people
accountable for what happened in
the financial crisis,” he added.
The strains within the Democratic conference first became
evident in January during a threeday government shutdown, when
several Senate Democrats privately
questioned the aggressive tactics
used to force action on an immigration bill to protect an estimated
800,000 young immigrants from
deportation.
Fifteen Democrats and Sen. Bernie Sanders (Vt.), an Independent
who caucuses with them, voted
against reopening the government
after critics such as Sen. Kamala
Harris (D-Calif.) said that a pledge
by McConnell to debate immigration “fell far short” of what she
needed to support the bill.
Sanders, Harris and Warren are
viewed as top 2020 presidential
candidates.
“As these issues come to the
floor, particularly this year in an
election year, I think you’ll see
more and more Democratic breaks
from their leadership,” Holmes, the
GOP strategist, said.
He predicted that Democratic
unity will be tested again if there
is a debate on gun control later this
year, noting that several senators
are running for reelection in proTrump states with strong traditions
of gun ownership, such as Montana,
North Dakota, Missouri, Indiana
and West Virginia. Holmes said legislation restricting certain abortion
practices could also come to the
floor closer to Election Day, presenting tough votes for embattled
Democratic centrists.

Although there was bipartisan support after the
Las Vegas shooting to ban bump stocks, no bill was
approved. Speaker Paul Ryan (R-Wis.) has advocated
for ATF to close the loophole on bump stocks over a
legislative fix.
The survivors of the Florida shooting have reignited a national debate over gun control and targeted
the National Rifle Association (NRA) and politicians
supported by the group.
Florida Gov. Rick Scott (R) signed a bill into law on
Friday that would raise the minimum age to purchase a
firearm in the state from 18 to 21 as well as ban bump
stocks in the state.
The NRA immediately filed a lawsuit against the
state action, arguing that the law violates the Second
and 14th amendments to the U.S. Constitution.
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Janine Hansen files for Lt. Governor
Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
Janine Hansen, Independent
American, filed Tuesday for Lt.
Governor in Carson City. Janine
has been a citizen advocate for
families and taxpayers at the Nevada Legislature for her entire adult
life. She is married, has 4 children
and 14 grandchildren. She is a
native Nevadan, born and raised in
Sparks. She moved to Elko, Nevada
in 2005.
“We feel continually betrayed
by those elected to represent us. In
the 2015 Nevada Legislature, the
Republicans passed the largest tax
increase in Nevada history. In 2017,
the Democrats began the process to
pass a Constitutional Amendment
to raise property taxes. There is no
choice offered the people by the
Twin Tax Parties,” stated Janine
Hansen, Independent American
Party candidate for Lt. Governor.
“Families are struggling to
survive. The average paycheck in
terms of spending power has not increased since 1979. We can restore
economic prosperity in Nevada by
cutting taxes and regulations, which
will encourage free-enterprise and
families to flourish,” continued
Hansen.
“Nevada has become a sanctuary for illegal immigrants. We are
becoming California. We provide
illegals with de facto drivers’ licenses and give them millions of
dollars in government benefits at
taxpayer expense. The Federation
for Immigration Reform estimates
that the annual fiscal burden on
Nevada taxpayers associated with
illegal immigration is about $630
million (in 2008). The costs continue to rise,” stated Hansen.
“I support the individual Right
to Keep and Bear Arms which is under attack. When we have more law
abiding citizens with guns we have
less crime. Our freedoms of religion
and speech are under assault by
those who embrace ‘political correctness’. I support the right to be
born, traditional marriage, choice in
education, and freedom of choice in
health care. I support the platform
of the Independent American Party,” stated Hansen. www.iapn.org
“I am running to be a voice for
liberty and prosperity because I
am concerned not only about my
own children and grandchildren but
the upcoming generations whose
futures we have squandered,” con-

JANINE HANSEN
cluded Janine Hansen.
Janine Hansen Biographical and
Professional Information
—Married, mother of four children, two of whom were homeschooled. Grandmother of fourteen.
—Native Nevadan born and
raised in Sparks. Moved to Elko
in 2005.
—Graduated magna cum laude
with a Bachelor of Science degree
in Child and Family Relations from
Brigham Young University in 1976.
—Raises heritage turkeys,
chickens and gardens.
—Named “Conservative of the
Year for 2010 in Nevada” by Citizen Outreach.
—Citizen advocate at the Nevada Legislature 1971-2017 and since
1991 a full-time volunteer citizen
lobbyist for Nevada Families/
Eagle Forum and the Independent
American Party.
—State President of Nevada
Families for Freedom the State
Affiliate of Eagle Forum. Editor
Nevada Families/Eagle Forum
monthly newsletter since 1974.
—Executive Director and National Committeewoman of the
Independent American Party of
Nevada.
—Founder, Publisher and Editor
of the Nevada Families Voter Guide
published every general election
between 1988 and 2014.
—Constitutional Issues Chairman for national Eagle Forum.
—Instrumental in defeating the
state applications for a New Constitutional Convention under Article
V and the defeat of the related

Conference of the States, currently
coordinating Eagle Forum’s national efforts to defeat an Article V
Constitutional Convention including the Convention of the States and
National Popular Vote.
—Northern Nevada Director
Nevadans for Sound Government
(Axe the Tax) sponsoring referendum to repeal the $836 million tax
increase and an initiative to prohibit
government employees from serving in elected office 2004.
—Organizational member of the
Nevada Campaign to Defeat the
USA PATRIOT ACT.
—Executive Director of the Nevada Committee for Full Statehood
which is working to restore jurisdiction over Nevada’s lands to Nevada
and implementing the principles of
the Tenth Amendment since 2000.

—Initiative Petition Chairman
for 16 of Nevada’s 17 Counties
for the successful Coalition for
the Protection of Marriage to keep
marriage between a man and a
woman, 2000.
—1996, 2004, 2008 National Ballot Access Coordinator of
the Constitution Party. Served as
National Treasurer and currently
serves as Western States Co-Chairman.
—State Chairman of the Choose
Life Campaign 1990 to stop a ballot
question, which locked abortion
into the Nevada Constitution. First
testified opposing abortion in the
Nevada Legislature in 1971.
—Co-Chairman of the Choose
Life Coalition, which has sponsored
a full-page pro-life ad with 400
sponsors in the Nevada Gazette

Journal, Reno News & Review,
Elko Daily Free Press for 32 years
and previously organizer of the
annual Choose Life Rally & Life
Chain in Reno for 20 years.
—Host of the radio talk show
the Constitution and you during
the 1987 Constitution Bicentennial.
—Pro-family elected delegate
and Pro-family Caucus Chairman
to the National Conference on
Families in 1980 in Los Angeles.
—Chairman Pro-Family Coalition, which achieved a 68 percent
victory, defeating the ERA on the
Nevada statewide ballot in 1978.
—Nevada Chairman STOP
E.R.A. 1974-1978.
—Member of ABATE of Northern Nevada (A Brotherhood Aimed
at Education) motor cycle organization working to protect liberty.

McConnell: ‘Unlikely’ Congress
will try to block Trump tariffs
By Jordain Carney
The Hill
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (RKy.) indicated Tuesday that the Senate won’t try to
use legislation to halt President Trump’s steel and
aluminum tariffs, noting it’s improbable the president
would sign such a bill.
“I like to use floor time in the Senate for things
that actually have a chance to become law. ... I think
it’s highly unlikely we would be dealing with that in
a legislative way,” McConnell said.
Trump announced late last week that he would
slap steep tariffs on imported steel and aluminum
despite days of public pleas and frantic behind-thescenes work from congressional Republicans for him
to back down.
GOP Sen. Jeff Flake (Ariz.) introduced legislation
on Monday to nullify the tariffs. But any bill would
face an uphill battle given that it would either need
Trump’s signature or enough support to override a
veto.
McConnell added on Tuesday that the chances
Trump would support such a bill are “remote at best.”
“Well on the trade issue ... the administration pretty

much has ball control. The thought that the president
would sign a bill that would undo actions he’s taken
strikes me as remote,” he said.
Republicans are widely opposed to the tariffs. But
McConnell, his leadership team and House Speaker
Paul Ryan (R-Wis.) have signaled they will try to get
the administration to narrow the financial penalties
instead of halting them.
McConnell added that there is “a lot of concern”
within the caucus, and members are continuing to talk
to the administration.

AUTO INSURANCE
DESIGNED FOR AARP MEMBERS

$370

*

IF YOUR CURRENT
INSURANCE IS:

AVERAGE SAVINGS
WHEN YOU SWITCH

YOU COULD SAVE:

GEICO

$380

ALLSTATE

$477

STATE FARM

$383

Experienced Drivers 50+: You could save hundreds*
on Auto Insurance when you switch to the AARP®
Auto Insurance Program from The Hartford.
• Rates that reward you for your safe driving
• Exclusive package of benefits
• 24/7 Claim Hotline and exceptional claims service
CALL THE HARTFORD TO REQUEST
A FREE QUOTE AND SEE HOW
MUCH YOU COULD SAVE:

1-855-385-9878

Not a member? If you’re 50 or over, request a FREE quote and more information today!
* Savings amounts are averages based on information from The Hartford’s AARP Auto Insurance Program customers who became new policyholders
between 1/1/16 and 12/31/16 and provided data regarding their savings and prior carrier. Your savings may vary.
AARP and its affiliates are not insurers. Paid endorsement. The Hartford pays royalty fees to AARP for the use of its intellectual property. These fees are
used for the general purposes of AARP. AARP membership is required for Program eligibility in most states. The AARP Automobile Insurance Program
from The Hartford is underwritten by Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its affiliates, One Hartford Plaza, Hartford, CT 06155. Auto program is currently
unavailable in Massachusetts, Canada and U.S. Territories or possessions. Specific features, credits and discounts may vary and may not be available in
all states in accordance with state filings and applicable law. Applicants are individually underwritten and some may not qualify.
1/18 CW

OUT WITH CABLE. IN WITH SAVINGS.

Get a 200 AT&T Visa® Reward Card† when you sign up for DIRECTV SELECT ™ Package or above.
$

W/24-mo. agreement. Redemption required.

SELECT

™

All Included Pac kage

35

$

00

MO.
Plus taxes.

discount (credit sta rts w/in 3 bills). Pay $40/mo.
plus taxes until dis count sta rts. $78/mo.
in months 13-24 (subj. to change).*

INCLUDES:
Over 150 channels
Monthly fee for a
Genie® HD DVR

*$35 ACTIVATION FEE & EARLY TERMINATION FEE OF $20/MO. FOR EACH MONTH REMAINING ON AMGT APPLY. EQUIPMENT NON-RETURN & ADD’L FEES APPLY.
Price includes All Included TV pkg & is after $5/mo. autopay discount for 12 mos. New approved residential customers only (equipment lease req’d). Credit card req’d (except MA & PA). Restr’s apply.

Ask me how to
Bundle and save.
CALL TODAY!

IV SUPPORT HOLDINGS LLC

855-977-8411

SELECT ALL INCLUDED PACKAGE: Ends 3/31/18. Available only in the U.S. (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S.V.I.). 1st & 2nd Year Pricing: $35 for first 12 mos. only. After 12 mos. or loss of eligibility, then-prevailing rate applies (currently $78/mo. for SELECT All Included), unless canceled or changed prior to end of the promo period. Pricing subject to change. $5/mo. Discount: Must enroll in autopay within 30 days of TV activation to receive bill credit starting in 1-3 bill cycles. First-time credit will include all
credits earned since meeting offer requirements. No credits in 2nd year for autopay. Includes: SELECT All Included TV Pkg, monthly service & equipment fees for one Genie HD DVR, and standard pro installation. Exclusions: Price excludes Regional Sports fee of up to $7.49/mo. (which is extra & applies in select markets to CHOICE and/or MÁS ULTRA and higher pkgs, applicable use tax expense surcharge on retail value of installation, custom installation, equipment upgrades/add-ons (min. $99 one-time fee & $7/mo.
fee for each extra receiver/DIRECTV Ready TV/Device), and certain other add’l fees & charges. Different offers may apply for eligible multi-dwelling-unit and telco customers. DIRECTV SVC TERMS: Subject to Equipment Lease & Customer Agreements. Must maintain a min. base TV pkg of $29.99/mo. Programming, pricing, terms and conditions subject to change at any time. Some offers may not be available through all channels and in select areas. Visit directv.com/legal or call for details. Offers
may not be combined with other promotional offers on the same services and may be modified or discontinued at any time without notice. Other conditions apply to all offers. †$200 Reward Card for purchase of qualifying DIRECTV SELECT Package and above; Offer not available in select locations. For new residential customers in the U.S. (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S.V.I.). Residents of select multi-dwelling units are not eligible for this offer. Reward Card: Will be sent letter with redemption requirements.
Redemption req’d w/in 75 days from reward notification mail date. Reward Card delivered within 3-4 weeks after redemption to customers who maintain qualifying service from installation date and through reward fulfillment. Card expires at month-end 6 mos. after issuance. No cash access. For cardholder agreement, go to rewardcenter.att.com/myrewardcard/agreement_FSV.pdf. AT&T Reward Card issued by U.S. Bank National Association, pursuant to license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. May not be combined with
other promotional offers on same services. Offer ends 3/31/18. ^Live streaming and Video on Demand channels may vary by TV package, viewing location and device. Additional charges may apply for new releases. Out-of-home viewing requires high-speed Internet connection. Additional features/channels may be available for in-home live-streaming when connected to an HD DVR with high-speed data connection. All functions and programming subject to change at any time. Visit directv.com/streamdirectv for a
list of compatible devices (sold separately) and details. ©2018 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved. AT&T, Globe logo, DIRECTV, and all other DIRECTV marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affiliated companies. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.
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TRAFFIC UPDATE

I-15 Northbound to MLK Offramp Closure March 13-16

The location of the bridge NDOT is demolishing as part of this closure.
Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
The Nevada Department of
Transportation (NDOT) will be
closing the northbound Interstate 15
to Martin Luther King Boulevard
offramp from 10 p.m., March 13
until 5 a.m., March 16, in downtown Las Vegas. The temporary
closure is required for bridge
demolition as part of “The Main
Event,” the third and final phase of
work for Project Neon’s $1 billion
4-mile-long widening of Interstate
15 from the U.S. 95 interchange to
Sahara Avenue that began in 2016.
The project is 60 percent complete
and scheduled to finish by summer
2019. Kiewit Infrastructure West
Co. is the design-build general contractor, with Atkins North America
as lead designer.
The project is nearly 60 percent
complete with scheduled comple-

tion by the summer of 2019.
Motorists should use caution
while travelling through the work
zone, heed construction signage,
and take alternate detour routes, if
possible.
Check the Project Neon website
(NDOTProjectNeon.com) or Facebook, LinkedIn, and Twitter pages
(@NDOTProjectNeon) for up to
date information. There is also a
free smart phone app available, plus
a hotline available in both English
and Spanish at: 702-293-NEON
(6366). NDOT works with Waze
to inform the public about planned
highway restrictions, but unscheduled construction changes, closures
and restrictions are possible due to
weather or other factors.
For the latest state highway
conditions, visit nvroads.com or
call 511 before driving.

Opportunity for Las Vegas
drivers to help shape the
future of the connected car
Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
Traffic lights may be a necessary
annoyance, but they are an annoyance. They also waste gas, slow us
down, and contribute to thousands
of accidents every year. To meet the
safety goals of Vision Zero, satisfy
ever-increasing fuel-efficiency
demands, and reduce traffic congestion, the car of the future will
need to know what traffic lights
are doing and what they are going
to do. Given the potential benefits,
it’s actually surprising that today’s
cars don’t already know this.
Cities are starting to make this
information available, but they
want to know how it affects driver
behavior. Surprisingly little scientific data is available on the subject. To help with this lack of data
and shape the future of how cars
connect to traffic signals, a unique
study is being started, and Las Vegas, Phoenix, Portland (Oregon),
and San Jose drivers are invited to
take part. Designed in conjunction

with Argonne National Laboratory,
the study will give drivers access
to cutting-edge signal information
and guidance displays, and their
collected experience will show how
providing traffic signal information
affects fuel efficiency and safety.
This will help cities plan and automakers design their future vehicles.
Drivers with an iPhone or Android
smartphone can find out more and
sign up at https://connectedsignals.
com/studies.
Connected Signals, which is
organizing the study, is the leading
provider of real-time, predictive,
traffic signal information, connecting vehicles and traffic signals
nationwide and around the world
without requiring cities to invest
in expensive new infrastructure.
The company’s approach provides
the only economically feasible way
to achieve broad coverage in time
to meet the needs of upcoming
connected and autonomous vehicle
applications.

Be heard anywhere
in the world
(only $50 per hour)

RadioTribune Special
12 hours only $400
20 hours only $600
(Payment due upon contract signing)

• Talk Shows • Infomercials •
• Community Involvement •
• Business Promotions •
• Political Agendas •
• Marketing Promotions •

www.RadioTribune.com
For additional information
Call (702) 272-4634

Email: Advertisement@LasVegasTribune.com

RadioTribune Lineup
“Open Mic”
Every Tuesday and Thursday at 11:00 a.m., Gordon
Martines hosts “Open Mic,” a popular RadioTribune.
com show. The Anti-Corruption Coalition of Nevada is
the basis for and theme of “Open Mic.”
Gordon Martines was a career police officer with 39
years of on-the-job Law Enforcement experience. Past
cases involving Kevin Daley, Trayvon Cole and a variety
of other covered-up criminal cases, and a billion dollars
worth of missing taxpayer money, are discussed in depth
and at length on the show.
Martines spent four years as police officer with the
Hermosa Beach Police Department before moving here
and resuming his police career in Las Vegas as a Detective in the Robbery/Homicide Bureau, retiring from
the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department after 36
years of police service.
The amount of corruption and cover-ups by executive
Police Administrative officers witnessed by Martines
inside the department led to his decision to contest the
good ol’ boy’s club and run for Clark County Sheriff
three times against what he knew were almost insurmountable odds.
“Open Mic” carries the voice the LVMPD does not
want you to hear, yet it is always there, every Tuesday
and Thursday at 11:00 a.m. on www.radiotribune.com.
Tune in!
*****
“Face The Tribune”
Face the Tribune is heard every Monday through Friday at 12 noon, hosted by Rolando Larraz.
For the last five years “Face The Tribune” has been
the premier show for interviews with politicians, civil
service workers, government officials and activists, and a
voice for those everyday citizens who needed to air their
legal grievances. The Las Vegas Tribune newspaper has
been a part of the Las Vegas community for over 18 years
and is the only independent newspaper in Clark County.
“Face The Tribune” was established as a voice for the
people of Las Vegas and is the only news platform where
judges, city councilmen, local businessmen and women, as well as Mr. or Ms. Local Citizen, can voice their
opinions and share the issues that pertain to Las Vegas.
The show’s host, Rolando Larraz, has been a journalist
in Clark County for over 50 years. He has been a fixture
in the community and a highly respected publisher who
has covered local news and events in Las Vegas since the
mid-’60s. For stories and information not available anywhere else in Las Vegas, tune into “Face The Tribune”
Monday through Friday at 12:00 noon.
*****
COBRA USA with Blu Laker
A daily Radio show Monday through Friday 2:00 p.m.
with live guests on a variety of subjects.
Due to the importance of health care, its out-of-control

costs with no restraints,
millions of Americans are
unable to obtain it. Why?
Our elected officials have
it, they don’t need to worry.
But what about the people
they represent? Find out
why on Cobra USA.
C.O.B.R.A. by the way
is the 1985 Insurance Law
created by Ronald Reagan in 1985 for continuing health care coverage
of health insurance. We
talk about insurance, savings and options available
through King Cobra, the
intended amended ver-
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sion of the original Cobra
program. We invite you to
press Congress for parity in
health care live here at Radio Tribune. Call or email
us at Cobra.blulaker@
gmail.com or call (949)
467- 0613.
Cobra USA is hosted by
Blu Laker, an investigative
reporter who has seen medical programs that work
around the world, with
a cure to the healthcare
problem here. Join him in
these discussions to clear
the air so vital to survival
itself and what you can do

to help. The world has become so large, it’s getting
claustrophobic with traffic,
travel, taxes, soaring costs
for food, water, clothing
and shelter, and what are
we to do? Join us with
your wisdom and knowledge to make America
great again; together we
can make a difference. Let
me pick your brain for the
advancement of humanity.
We are controversial, conservative and considerate
of other people, even when
they may have different
opinions.

Face the
Tribune

‘Face the Tribune’ is hosted
by Rolando Larraz
Monday thru Friday
at 12 noon
on www.RadioTribune.com

COBRA USA
with Blu Laker

KIOF 97.9 FM

“STOP,
LOOK,
LISTEN”
“WELCOME TO FABULOUS
LAS VEGAS PUBLIC
RADIO” YOUR LOCAL
COMMUNITY NON PROFIT
501 C 3 RADIO STATION

(Federal Charitable taxpayer ID # 45-4388579)

Why not try us?
See www.lasvegaspublicradio.org
(www.lvpr.org)
Now with more than 1.415 Million
hits to our website to date as
we begin our 3rd year!
400 S. 4th St., Suite 500
Las Vegas, NV 89101

(702) 425-4088

Monday thru Friday at 2:00 p.m.
on www.RadioTribune.com

Tune in to
RadioTribune
www.RadioTribune.com
New Call-In Line:
(702) 983-0711

Tune in and listen to those who will tell you the truth,
and nothing but the truth. You’ll discover different
personalities and hear different opinions, but when it
comes to the facts, you’ll always get the truth from us!

Editorials
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A government big enough to give you everything you want, is strong enough to take everything you have. — Thomas Jefferson

Our Point of View

We See LV Problems,
We Love LV No Less

We believe that abuse of consumers is often due to the
government’s negligence, ignorance about issues, or irregularities in practice that result in benefits going to special
interests and companies that disadvantage consumers.
Insurance companies, for example, will raise premiums
any time they please and when someone complains to the
insurance regulators, the companies reply that they were
“authorized by the Nevada Insurance Commission.” Yet,
when a complaint is presented to the commission, the
authorities claim to know nothing about it, then will play
dumb and say, “We are not aware of any recent raise.”
Consider what NVEnergy, formerly Nevada Power,
the electric company, does every time they feel like doing
whatever they want to do: they are approved by their partner in crime, the Public Utility Commission.
The PUC has no office in Southern Nevada to represent
the residents and consumers of Clark County. It is very
discriminatory and inconvenient to the customers of the
only power company serving this community to have no
access to be heard at an office locally. We are the customers
and business clients that use and pay astronomical bills for
more than half of the company’s energy services.
Furthermore, it is the opinion of this editorial board that
NVEnergy does not serve the residents of Las Vegas well
when it deprives them of convenient offices and service
that other communities — North Las Vegas, Mesquite,
Henderson and Boulder City— use and enjoy.
Is it possible that city officials don’t even know that Las
Vegas is being ignored by some utility companies who do
not have a public office for their customers in this city?
We know of at least two government officials who were
not aware there is a lack of customer accommodation by
the public utility company, and those two were surprised
when the Las Vegas Tribune discussed the issue with them
on more than one occasion.
We know it’s true, and it is sad, that long gone are the old
days of Las Vegas, when we were used to utility companies
and government agencies being located accessibly downtown. Nevada Power used to be located at the corner of
Fourth and Stewart; Centel, the old name of the telephone
company serving Southern Nevada, was at the corner of
Las Vegas Boulevard and Fremont Street.
Now, all that is gone since government officials were
infected with the Californians-are-Coming Virus. So now,
too many of our important offices are moved or built in
Summerlin, Anthem, far out on Rampart Boulevard and
areas that look more like suburban California.
Another problem we see with turning Las Vegas into
another California-type area is high-priced, hard-to-find
parking. It is getting to be more like New York with
$20.00-an-hour parking spaces and exorbitant Strip hotel
parking!
We love our city and don’t want to see these inconvenient
things for Las Vegas happening.
Las Vegas may be the only large city in the nation with
the Social Security Building located in a residential area
almost twenty miles from the heart of the city. The main
SSA office is located on Buffalo Drive, which is a burden
and an inconvenience for many to get to, especially those
who are up in age and have no car to move around from
point A to point B. And if a person who needs to go to
certain locations of the SSA takes public transportation, it
may not be as easy or quick to get there. The bus system
here is not as developed as it is in many other major cities.
Another big problem, the visual image that Las Vegas
offers to the visitors is not the best or safest look. Many
people who are homeless have taken over our territory.
Recently (and only after the Las Vegas Tribune started
pointing out the sad dilemma) the “powerful” and “largest”
daily newspaper decided to write about the homeless issue
and conflicts.
We sympathize with the homeless community, but the
rest of the population cannot be held responsible for the direct or indirect bad luck of these less fortunate individuals.
If public officials insist on turning a blind eye to our
editorials and turning their back to our reports, that is their
prerogative. If they overlook issues or are too unconcerned
or unaware about important matters, then don’t hate us for
doing our job. Simply accept our keen observations as a
fact coming from locals who care.
When this newspaper was born over twenty years ago,
it was stated that we were coming to expose police abuse,
government problems and corruption, not to run a popularity contest. Many of us in this organization were born here
or raised in Las Vegas, or we have been residents for many
decades. Some of us have lived here for over half a century.
We are all proud of being Las Vegans. We are proud of our
community, and we are all willing to fight tooth and nail
(and with our keyboards) to keep our city intact.

How schools must handle
diverse gender identities
By Thomas Mitchell
registration and enrollment process
In 2017 Nevada legislators passed
of the school or school district, in refa bill requiring schools in the state
erence to or in any verbal or written
to establish policies for “addressing
communication with the pupil …”
the rights and needs of persons with
Even students are required to toe the
diverse gender identities or exprespolitically correct line.
sions.”
It also requires all school board
A month ago the state Department
members and all school employees to
of Education published a draft spellundergo “annual training concerning
ing out changes to the Nevada Adthe requirements and needs of perministrative Code to comply with the
sons with diverse gender identities
law. As written, the policy requires
or expressions.”
all school personnel and students to
Though the changes in the law are
not only accommodate but support
often described as an effort to counter
ThoMaS MiTchell
those born with one gender but who
school bullying, the requirement that
schools “prevent discrimination, harassment, bullying
“identify” as the opposite gender.
“Each school or school district shall address the and cyber-bullying based on the gender identity or
rights and needs of persons with diverse gender identi- expression of a person” takes up two lines out of the
ties or expressions on an individualized basis to foster 57-line policy.
Of course, the aspect that will be of a greatest conthe safe and healthy development of the gender idencern to parents and students is the use of facilities such
tity and expression of each pupil,” the policy states.
It also requires schools to create measures that as restrooms, locker rooms and showers that have long
“ensure that each person governed by the policy, been customarily segregated by biological gender. In
including, without limitation, each employee, vol- that regard the policy does not allow schools to “disunteer and pupil, does not use names and pronouns criminate or segregate according to gender identity
other than the names and pronouns identified by the or expression …” referring specifically to physical
(See Mitchell, Page 12)
parent or guardian of a pupil, as recorded through the

Expressing hate will not
win Ramos more followers
By Perly Viasmensky
There is an old saying, “It is better to keep your
mouth shut and look stupid, than to open it and remove
all doubt.”
Of course there was also Bruce Lee who said, “If
you make an ass out of yourself, there will always be
someone to ride you.”
That is the impression I received watching Univision’s Jorge Ramos with Fox personality Tucker
Carlson discussing the failure of Denver’s Police
Department to hold an illegal immigrant involved
in a deadly accident for ICE deportation procedure.
Ivan Zamarripa-Castaneda, 26, an illegal alien from
Mexico, fled the scene of an accident on Interstate 70
involving a tractor-trailer that caught on fire last week,
leaving the 57-year-old driver to die, according to the
Denver Police Department.
The Denver Police Department and other state
agencies stopped honoring detainer orders from ICE
in 2013 after courts ruled they were illegal.
Illegal? How about the illegality of leaving a person
to burn to death in an accident that he or she caused.

Ramos tried to argue with Tucker, comparing cases
of victims of domestic violence that don’t call authorities for fear of deportation. Ramos is so hard-headed
(I wonder if he is from Jalisco — he never loses) and
refuses to understand that victims of domestic violence
have options — one of them is to leave the abuser, yet
several of those abuse victims may still claim to love
their abuser. That man left in a fire to die, however, had
no options but to suffer a horrible death.
All states in this country have penalties for leaving
the scene of an accident, and those penalties include
fines and jail time, especially if the accident also involves driving under the influence.
The Sheriff of Denver and everyone else under him
should be embarrassed for their lack of common sense.
The last time I heard, Denver (and if I am not mistaken
Denver is still in Colorado) still considers accidents
resulting in a death to be a Class 3 felony punishable by
four to 12 years in prison and fines reaching $750,000.
Did authorities in Denver so naively believe that because the man posted a $25,000 bond he is going to
(See Viasmensky, Page 15)

ON A PERSONAL NOTE

I Found the Way to San Jose

By Maramis
Before the plane could even get
As I write this, I am still in San
off the ground, however, we were inJose for the occasion of my sister’s
formed there would be a delay due to
Commitment ceremony. I flew here
“something wrong with the plane,”
on Frontier Airlines, which happened
which they went on to explain would
to include a small adventure of its
require a new part, something they
own. (Adventure, for our purposes:
did not have on hand and would need
Going forward not knowing the
to run into Las Vegas to get. We were
outcome.)
told there would be a delay — maybe
I didn’t find out until after I was
45 minutes or so — and we all more
booked and my ticket paid for that
or less would just have to settle in
Frontier Airlines has rather narrow
and wait. (Something told me that
and uncomfortable seats. In fact, an
such a venture — “running” into Las
MaraMiS choufani
airline seating reviewer had written
Vegas to procure a part for the plane
that you need to be prepared for back pain after sitting and then “running” back to the airport and installing
in those seats, which do not even recline — unless you such part, allowing time for proper installation procedecided — and were able — to choose one of the seats dure and assurance of safety for the passengers and
that had an additional seven inches of room...for an the plane — would take a lot more than 45 minutes.)
additional fee, of course. Although additional fees do
We were kept informed, such as it were, with upnot necessarily reflect on the quality of the airplane, dates about the securing of the part that we needed
that reviewer was right on: the seats were narrow and before we could take off. The updates were mostly “Not
one would feel the effects of that condensed seating yet!” If I were in charge of an airplane’s working state
the longer the flight. Fortunately, the flight to San Jose of affairs, I would certainly know where I could go for
was only an hour and 10 minutes or so — once we replacement airplane parts in any city to which I was
finally got under way. Besides, I don’t mind “suffer- flying — and I could save much time by calling those
(See Maramis, Page 15)
ing” for the cause.

View Points
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Editors note: The views expressed are entirely those of the writers and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the Las Vegas Tribune.

Being Barbara Cegavske:
Clowns to Left, Jokers to the Right
By Chuck Muth
It ain’t easy being a secretary of
state — especially if you’re actually
doing your job in a professional,
non-partisan manner. In which case
you attract gadflies and goofballs
from both sides of the aisle.
Just ask Nevada Secretary of
State Barbara Cegavske.
Cegavske has been under attack
by some fringe agitators on the
right ever since the 2016 election
over claims she hasn’t been sufficiently investigating election fraud.
These attacks are coming from
people who not only don’t know
what they’re talking about, but
apparently don’t care that they are
metaphysically misinformed.
The actual record is clear. Cegavske HAS investigated election
fraud. She HAS prosecuted people
for election fraud. And she HAS
obtained convictions for election
fraud.
That said, some of the wilder
allegations of election fraud have
not been resolved for a variety of
reasons, including a lack of actual
evidence enabling investigation and
prosecution, legal restrictions based
on Nevada law that tie her hands,
and a total lack of cooperation by
certain federal agencies intent on

CHUCK MUTH
hiding the identities of known illegal aliens that could be matched up
against the voter file to uncover the
voter fraud that we all know exists
but can’t yet prove.
None of which has stopped a
small bevy of uninformed conservative cranks and social media
oddballs from hanging her in effigy
on their blogs, Facebook pages and
YouTube channels. And, incredibly,
Assemblyman Jim Marchant - a
fellow Las Vegas Republican who
should know better - has been
threatening to run against her in the
June GOP primary.
But these jokers to the right have
nothing on the clowns to the left.
In response to the release of

the latest voter registration numbers — which show Republicans
significantly cutting into the Democrats’ lead in Nevada — some
guy named Jeremy Bird of an
organization called iVote sent out a
press statement filled with enough
disinformation to make the infamous “Baghdad Bob” (ask your
dad) blush.
“The Republican secretary of
state Barbara Cegavske is exercising an antiquated statute to purge
Nevada citizens in good standing
from the voter rolls,” Bird wrote.
“This partisan purge is purposeful,
unconstitutional, and dangerous to
democracy. It will not be tolerated.”
Bird’s “demonstrably false
claims,” as the Secretary of State’s
office characterized them, are filled
with more manure than Farmer
Brown’s dairy farm.
If this guy had any idea what he
was talking about he’d know that
there was no “purge” of any voters
whatsoever of any party.
What happens every year — and
this happens regardless of whether
a Republican or a Democrat is in
the secretary of state’s office — is
that voters who have moved without notifying the local elections department, as demonstrated by mail

being returned by the post office,
are moved from “active” status to
“inactive” status.
And all that means, as the Secretary of State’s office explained
in its response, is “that election
officials have reason to believe

that those voters no longer reside
at the residence at which they are
registered to vote.”
Which means they are still registered to vote. Which means no one
has been “purged” from the voter
(See Muth, Page 12)

MaCe yaMPoLSKy
exchanges like Bitfinex, Bitcoin
demonstrated strong volumes, despite its recent struggles amidst the
Mt. Gox Bitcoin sell off.
The rise in the price of Bitcoin
and the momentum it has started
to build over the past few days are
likely triggered by optimistic developments within the cryptocurrency
industry and a prolonged recovery
from the long-lasting correction
since January.
What is a Wallet?
A wallet is a secure, digital,

thumb drive-type of device or an
online storage location used to
safely hold, send and receive proof
of ownership of digital currency
purchased, such as Bitcoin. Many
coins have an official wallet; others
name a few officially recommended, third-party wallets.
The cryptocurrency coins (or
tokens) are not actually stored in a
wallet. The wallet stores “private”
and “public keys” and allows users
to send and receive coins, with the
wallet storing a record of all the
user’s transactions.
To use any cryptocurrency, a
crypto wallet is where data is stored
that shows ownership of a public
key (a public digital code connected
to a certain amount of currency).
The private key (which ought to
be kept secret like a password) is a
secure digital code known only to
the user and the user’s wallet, and
its purpose is to prove ownership of
the public key to gain access when
making transactions.
Anonymous
Cryptocurrency?!
DeepOnion (ONION), one of
my favorite names, is an anony-

mous cryptocurrency with a supposedly high level of privacy for
investors and users to reduce the
likelihood of being hacked or attacked by other legal and illegal
entities. DeepOnion anonymity
is said to be guaranteed, allowing
users to send and receive private
transactions using the DeepOnion
wallet.
Are cryptocurrency or wallets
anonymous? The answer is about
the same as the answer to whether
cryptocurrency is anonymous or
not. The answer is that cryptocurrency is “pseudonymous.” Due to
the open source and public nature of
transaction “blockchain” (ledgers
that are duplicated across many
sources, user viewable and unalterable, which is the checks-and-balances based platform of most cryptocurrencies), there are little bits of
data that, in theory, could be used
to backward engineer someone’s
identity. For the most part, the answer is that it is pretty darn close to
anonymous.
Beware of Pump and Dump
The whole Pump & Dump
or P&D scheme has mainly two

phases: the pump and the dump. In
a P&D group, all group members
or insiders, buy a specific coin at
a time to ‘pump’ up its value. The
increased value is known as the
pump, while the mass selling is
known as the ‘dump,’ designed to
manufacture high payoffs.
There are other stages in the life
cycle of a P&D scheme. There are
plenty of new groups formed daily;
most of them are operated by established groups with an intent to use it
to profit from the misinformed and
inexperienced investors.
First, there is the Broadcasting
Phase The countdown is set, so that
users are aware of the pump. Then,
the exchange is selected where
the P&D is to occur. Most pumps
happen on the smaller exchanges,
as it is easier to move the market
due to the lower volume. At this
stage, only the organizers are aware
of the cryptocurrency coin, which
probably got purchased a few days
in advance.
Participants prepare themselves
to purchase the coin as the countdown begins. Most of them load
(See Mace, Page 13)

A Bit About Cryptocurrency
By Mace yampolsky
A cryptocurrency is a digital
asset designed to work as a medium
of exchange that uses cryptography
to secure its transactions, to control
the creation of additional units, and
to verify the transfer of assets. No
banks are involved, and the transactions can be processed much more
quickly than traditional financial
institutions work.
Recently, the cryptocurrency
market has sustained strong momentum, moving closer to the $400
billion region. There are over 1,600
cryptocurrencies, led by Bitcoin
(BTC). Many major cryptocurrencies have recorded large gains
since March 11. Although crypto
investments can sometimes pay off
well, some may consider investing
in cryptocurrency a gamble—a
quick way to get rich.
Bitcoin Values Rose
Bitcoin, the most dominant
cryptocurrency in the market,
has recorded a gain of over 14
percent in one day, rising from
$8,400 to $9,800. On both cryptocurrency-only “exchanges” like
Binance and cryptocurrency-to-fiat

Hack leftist judges on the attack

Larry Klayman outlines ongoing behavior of Clinton/Obama appointees

By Larry Klayman
I have been saying this for years.
What we have on the federal bench
in particular are “politicians in
robes!” And while our Founding
Fathers tried to fashion and leave
us with a “Cadillac of a legal
system, what we currently have
on the bench are drunken drivers
at the wheel!” In fact, given the
way things have degenerated since
I founded Judicial Watch in 1994
to “watch over” judges in particular, I now need to add that these
“drunken drivers” are also on crack
cocaine, thanks to leftist interests
who, generally having made large
campaign contributions to the
Democratic Party and its candidates’ campaigns, got them their
jobs during the administrations of
Presidents Bill Clinton and Barack
Obama.
Indeed, over the last 16 of the
past 25 years, during these corrupt administrations, Clinton and
Obama packed the courts with
radical and generally intellectually dishonest jurists, with a few
exceptions. And, if there are these
exceptions, it is clear to me that
there was a mistake when senators
recommended to these presidents
what they thought would otherwise
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be “yes men” political hacks who
would do the bidding of the left
once confirmed.
It has gotten to the point that I
can predict with almost absolute
certainty how a judge will rule
given the president who appointed
him or her. Of course, some leftist
judges are less intellectually dishonest than others. An example
is the Honorable Emmet Sullivan
on the U.S. District Court for the
District of Columbia, a judge I first
encountered at Judicial Watch many
years ago when, thanks to a lawsuit
I had filed, he attempted to force
then-Vice President Dick Cheney

to reveal who he had secretly put
on the Cheney Energy Task Force.
This was important because
Bush and Cheney, both former
“big oil men,” were making energy
policy behind closed doors, some of
which was to the detriment of our
national security interests in the
Middle East and Israel. Sullivan ordered that Cheney disclose who was
sitting on his advisory committee.
To make a long story shorter,
Sullivan ordered Cheney and Bush
to come clean, but his rulings were
later overturned by conservatives
on the Supreme Court who were out
to protect both Cheney and Bush.
But my hat was off to Sullivan, a
Clinton appointee, although clearly
his politics was no hindrance to ruling against the Cheney Energy Task
Force in the first instance.
Judge Sullivan is also the judge
who ordered Hillary Clinton to
answer questions, albeit in writing, about her illegal private email
server, as well has recently required
Special Counsel Robert Mueller to
come clean and produce to him any
exculpatory “Brady evidence” his
leftist prosecutors have that could
serve to exonerate Gen. Mike Flynn. We learned just this week that
former FBI Director James Comey

told Congress in closed-door session that the FBI did not think that
Flynn had lied to his special agents.
Yet Mueller indicted Flynn anyway and then somehow, thanks to
Flynn’s hapless and compromised
legal counsel, Robert Kelner of the
Democratic law firm of Covington
and Burling — not coincidentally
the law firm of former Attorney
General Eric Holder — pleaded
out to one count of lying to the FBI.
Judge Sullivan is also the judge
randomly assigned to my case to
obtain documents concerning communications between Mueller and
the media, which his office and the
FBI have thus far stonewalled in
producing to my group, Freedom
Watch. In this case, one can only
hope that Sullivan will again put
partisan politics aside and do the
right thing. That is because these
communications will show that
Mueller and his staff have been
leaking grand jury information,
which is itself criminal, to harm
President Trump, his family and
associates and to ultimately serve
to destroy his administration’s
effectiveness in implementing conservative and libertarian principles.
But Judge Sullivan is a rare bird
in the federal judiciary today, a ju-

diciary infested with leftist judges
who couldn’t care less about the
Constitution and the rule of law.
Just this week, President Trump
and his compromised Justice Department, now run by that worthless
attorney general, Jeff Sessions,
took another stinging defeat in the
lower courts, when the U.S. Court
of Appeals for the 4th Circuit again
struck down Trump’s travel ban.
Incredibly, these leftist hack judges
ruled that the president’s executive
order violated the constitutional
rights of Muslims who are neither
U.S. citizens nor even permanent
residents!
Then there is my case at Freedom Watch against Hillary Clinton
for wrongful death and defamation
over the killing of Americans, at the
hands of radical Muslim terrorists,
at Benghazi. This case, brought for
Patricia Smith and Charles Woods,
the “Gold Star parents” of Sean
Smith and Ty Woods, who were
murdered along with Ambassador
Chris Stephens, was dismissed by a
leftist hack Obama-appointed judge
in federal court in the District of
Columbia, Amy Berman Jackson,
on the eve of Memorial Day, when
Patricia and Charles were grieving
(See Klayman, Page 12)
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Is Cuba Moving Toward Capitalism?

By José Azel
The 2011 VI Congress of the
Communist Party of Cuba, to ratify
General Raul Castro’s economic
directives — including the firing
of 500,000 state employees — was
viewed by some with hope that
finally Cuba was moving toward
a market economy; by others with
substantial skepticism and by
Marxists with horror as a betrayal
of communist orthodoxy. So where
is Cuba headed?
Most likely, nowhere fast. Ironically, the official announcement of
the firings was made by the Cuban
Workers Union (CTC) — the Communist party controlled labor union.
Anywhere but in repressive totalitarian regimes, an announcement
dismissing ten percent of the government’s work force would have
been met with the massive protests
and international indignation usually associated with reforms required
by the International Monetary Fund
or the World Bank. In Cuba there
was nary a peep on the streets.
Add to this, Fidel Castro’s apparent Freudian slip that the “Cuban
model doesn’t even work for us
anymore” and you have a textbook
recipe for ideological bewilderment, bureaucratic paralysis, opportunism, uncertainty, incongruous policymaking, and more.
In the Cuban version of Orwellian doublespeak, the dismissal
measures are labeled as an “actu-
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alization of socialism,” where the
government will grant permits for
those fired to seek to make a living
“outside the state sector.” It is unspeakable to talk of a private sector.
The firings reveal changes anchored not on a desire for politico-economic reforms to help the
Cuban people, but rather, focused
on the regime’s survival. In an
economy with developed private
competitive markets, employees
dismissed from one firm have a
fighting chance of securing employment in another. But in Cuba’s
economic system there is no private
sector to absorb the unemployed.
Where will they find employment?
Perhaps most bizarre is that the
dismissal measure seems to assume
that everyone is temperamentally
suited to be an entrepreneur and

able to make a living in fields that
may be far from their work experience and professional training.
The Cuban government is betting on the resourcefulness and
entrepreneurship of the Cuban
people to somehow make up for
the inefficiencies of the state sector
and to do so without access to cash,
credit, raw materials, equipment,
technology or any of the inputs
necessary to produce goods and
services. Ironically, the most likely
source for these inputs will be the
Cuban Diaspora eager to help their
unemployed relatives and friends.
Cubans will somehow make do,
but in terms of actual economic
development, these measures will
not work; they are not designed to.
Allowing Cubans to read tarot cards
or to make paper flowers —two of
the now permitted activities — are
not serious economic development
measures. But just in case, the
government is ready to collect onerous taxes of 25 percent for social
security and up to 40 percent on
income depending on the economic
activity (e.g., food production will
be taxed at 40 percent, artisans at
30 percent, etc.).
If the intentions of the Cuban
government were truly to undertake a major shift towards a market
economy, it would not seek to limit
the permitted economic actions to
some 178 mostly individual activities, (e.g., fruit peeling, shoe shin-

ning, etc.) and then impose stifling
regulations and taxes. It requires a
vivid dreamer’s imagination to see
in this announcement by the Castro
government a move towards a free
market economy.
One lesson to be learned from
the transition history of the former
Soviet bloc countries is that the success of reforms hinges on placing
individual freedoms and empowerment front-and-center. This is
not where Cuba is headed with its
“actualization of socialism.”
For now, the firings only highlight the dismal state of the Cuban
economic model succinctly depicted by the old Soviet joke that
described their centrally planned
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economic system as one in which
“We pretend to work and they
pretend to pay us.” The bankrupt
Cuban system cannot even pretend
to pay its workers anymore. So it
is now changing its maquillage to
make-believe capitalism.
*****
José Azel left Cuba in 1961 as a
13 year-old political exile in what
has been dubbed Operation Pedro
Pan — the largest unaccompanied
child refugee movement in the history of the Western Hemisphere.
He is currently dedicated to the indepth analyses of Cuba’s economic,
social and political state, with a
keen interest in post-Castro-Cuba
strategies.

Soros launches secret plot to
destroy the First Amendment
By Frank Holmes
The internet has been a blessing
for people who want to find out the
truth. Websites like The Horn News
bring you the facts that you want —
even the stuff that the liberal media
don’t want you to hear.
But the free-flow of information
is a thorn in the side of radicals and
global elites, who hope to keep
operating in the shadows.
Now liberal billionaire George
Soros wants the U.S. government
—and governments around the
world —to censor the news you
can read, share, and talk about on
social media. Essentially, he wants
to destroy the protections offered by
the First Amendment.
He has hired a team of Democratic Party hacks and elitist intellectuals to lobby sites like Facebook
and Twitter to ban so-called “fake
news.” He even wants the most
shadowy parts of the Deep State to
control which stories show up in

your internet searches.
Of course, you know the game.
“Fake news” is any news that
serves you instead of the New
York-D.C.-Hollywood elites’ agenda.
Facebook and Twitter let you
share the facts, unfiltered by the
media.
Soros says this is a “menace.”
He told the gathering of globalist
elites at Davos earlier this year that
governments should regulate social
media outlets —the First Amendment be damned.
“They claim they are merely
distributing information,” Soros
said. “But the fact that they are
near-monopoly distributors makes
them public utilities and should
subject them to more stringent
regulations.”
Public utilities?
Soros thinks politicians should
be writing rules for Facebook and
Twitter the way they do for the gas

and electric company.
In fact, in some states, public
utilities are publicly owned. The
government controls everything
about them.
Of all people, George Soros isn’t
naïve. He knows exactly what is at
stake in this fight.
Out of one side of his mouth, he
says that if the government controls

(Continued from Page 11)
for their sons. As this dismissal
was clearly politically motivated,
I then took an appeal to the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the District
of Columbia.
Incredibly, as has occurred a
number of times over the years,
since this appellate court is also
packed with leftist jurists, the threejudge panel allegedly randomly
chosen to hear the case (which
I doubt) was comprised of two
judges who not only have made
campaign contributions to Democratic political candidates but one
in particular, Patricia Millet, who
had donated to Hillary Clinton’s
2008 presidential campaign before
she was nominated by President
Obama to the bench.
When I politely asked Judge
Millet to recuse herself given her
conflict of interest, she refused,

and when I was then forced to file
a motion to disqualify her, she again
ignored her ethical responsibilities
to get off the case.
This judicial flouting of the law
and the Judicial Canons of Ethics
is not just an arrogant affront to
our system of justice, it is typical
of the attitude and actions of the
leftist judges who think that they
are above the law, much less any
accountability at all.
And what makes matters worse
is that these judges’ conservative
brothers and sisters on the bench
also protect them, since there exists
a “there by the grace of God go I”
mentality.
That is why I continue to do
what I have done for the last 23
years since I founded Judicial
Watch. The judiciary has broken
away from the principles contained
in our Constitution and is generally

lawless. And while there are some
bad eggs among conservative
judges, and while there are some
good leftist judges, by and large
the Clinton and Obama appointees
who sit on the federal courts today
are a disgrace.
That in a nutshell is why I soldier
on to try to restore integrity of our
legal system. Join our fight and
go to www.freedomwatchusa.org
and sign the petition to name me
special counsel not only to hold
the Muellers, Clintons and Obamas
accountable under the rule of law,
but also our generally corrupted
judiciary.
*****
Larry Klayman is a former Justice Department prosecutor and
the founder of Judicial Watch and
Freedom Watch. His latest book is
“Whores: Why and How I Came to
Fight the Establishment.”

(Continued from Page 10)
education, assemblies, dances, ceremonies and other school activities.
The policy also states that sports
participation should be “in accordance with the regulations and policies of the Nevada Interscholastic
Activities Association …”
Four years ago the NIAA published a little-noticed “position
paper” on gender identity participation.
“A transgender student athlete
at the high school level shall be
allowed to participate in a[n] NIAA
sanctioned sport in accordance with
his or her gender identity irrespective of the gender listed on the
student’s birth certificate or other
student records, and regardless of
whether the student has undergone

any medical treatment,” the paper
declares. “This policy shall not
prevent a transgender student athlete from electing to participate in
a sanctioned sport according to his
or her assigned birth gender.”
The paper is silent as to the use
of the aforementioned facilities.
The new administrative code
appears to leaves little room for
school districts to establish any
other accommodations for the
gender diverse.
Though it sweepingly demands
that schools create methods “to ensure the protection of the privacy of
each person governed by the policy
…” it is silent on how to protect the
privacy of those who identify with
the gender with which they were
born. How much will it cost to build

private restrooms, locker rooms and
showers for everybody?
All females are born with a
pair of XX chromosomes and all
males with an XY pair. No amount
of wardrobe changes, makeup,
hairstyling or surgical mutilation
will alter that. Nor will laws and
policies designed to accommodate
the delusion.
We thought you ought to know
what is coming to a school house
near you.
*****
Thomas Mitchell is a former
newspaper editor who now writes
conservative/libertarian columns
for weekly papers in Nevada.
You may email Mitchell at thomasmnv@yahoo.com. He blogs at
http://4thst8.wordpress.com/.
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social media, it will create “a web
of totalitarian control, the likes of
which not even Aldous Huxley or
George Orwell could have imagined.”
Out of the other, he says politicians have to control social media
to make sure it stays “fair and
open.”
If you wondered why Democrats
keep pushing the whacky narrative
that the Russians influenced the
election by planting “fake news”
stories on Facebook, now you
know.
It’s the fake news story they
need you to believe in order to seize
control of the internet and stop you
from sharing the truth.
That’s why, even though the investigations have shown there was
no “collusion,” Democrats keep
propping up the phony Russian
narrative.
And the Soros-paid trolls have
been out in force this week.
Sometimes Soros brings in
“independent experts” for cover.
Fred Wertheimer played that role
this week, even though he’s head
of the Soros-funded think tank
Democracy 21.
He demanded the heads of Facebook, Google, and Twitter “take
immediate, effective corrective
measures” to censor so-called fake
news “and to treat this matter as
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rolls. Which means Birds’ claims to
the contrary are just blatant, flat-out
lies of giga-colossal proportions.
Bird concluded his dishonest
propaganda statement with an
announcement that iVote — a
liberal George Soros-funded front
group — “will launch a six-figure
independent campaign to remove
partisan Secretary of State Cegavske from office.”
Ah, a repeated lie backed up
with a threat. Those Russians Hillary Clinton colluded with in the
2016 election should be so proud!
Suffering the slings and arrows
of partisan jokers and clowns on
both sides of the aisle simply goes
with the territory for anyone crazy

their highest priority.”
He suggested they let the Deep
State and Soros-funded intellectuals decide what you get to see on
your Facebook wall, Twitter feed,
and Google searches.
He said in his Politico article
that Google should rely on “national security professionals… and
independent researchers to identify
potential vulnerabilities in new and
emerging technologies.”
He wants government employees like Peter Strzok and Lisa Page
—and “independent researchers”
paid by George Soros —to police
what news items pop up when you
try to find news stories.
If you’re looking for information
they don’t want you to see, it just
disappears from the internet —
gone, vanished, like in 1984.
“Unfortunately,” Wertheimer
wrote, these CEOs have not yet
“fully recognized this responsibility
or understood the duty they have to
the American people.”
But Twitter and Facebook have
taken action —and the first victim
is the president.
Engagement on Donald Trump’s
Facebook posts fell almost by half
—a whopping 45 percent —since
Facebook changed its algorithm
in January, according to Breitbart
News.
When the president’s approval
rating is climbing, do you really
think fewer people are following
him? Do you honestly believe fewer
people are trying to contact him
now that he’s president?
The Horn is dedicated to bringing you the truth —the news the
political establishment never wants
you to see.
*****
Frank Holmes is a reporter for
The Horn News. He is a veteran
journalist and an outspoken conservative that talks about the news
that was in his weekly article, “On
The Holmes Front.”

enough to want to be a secretary of
state. But that doesn’t mean such
cockamamie claims and allegations
should be taken at face value.
Election fraud is real. Election
fraud is serious. As such, voters
should ignore the partisan circus
freaks out on the fringes and focus
instead on facts, not fiction.
Unless you live in California
where, as Hillary would put it,
“What difference, at this point, does
it make?”
Chuck Muth is president of
Citizen Outreach, a non-profit
public policy grassroots advocacy
organization and publisher of NevadaNewsandViews.com. He may
be reached by email at cmuth@
lasvegastribune.com.
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To defend against hostile nations,
America needs fierce cyberpower

By Michael Hayden
The Hill opinion contributor
The “Russia story” is big news here in
Washington, rightly consuming a lot of the
oxygen around town, but there are also some
important subtexts at work in the Russia plot
line. Like, what should be the ground rules for
any future confrontation in the cyber domain?
Three weeks ago, in front of the Senate
Intelligence Committee, National Security
Agency Director Mike Rogers easily joined
consensus with the rest of America’s intelligence leadership that the Russians interfered
in the 2016 election and were expected do so
again this year and in 2020. The collective
intelligence leadership also conceded that
they had not been given specific presidential
direction to do much about it.
Last week, Rogers pretty much repeated
that, this time in his other role as commander of the U.S. Cyber Command, before the
Senate Armed Services Committee. He then
talked about why we are failing to change
Russia’s (or any adversary’s) behavior: “If
we don’t change the dynamic here, this is
going to continue … This is something that
will be sustained over time.” We haven’t
“changed the calculus or the behavior,” he
added, and our adversaries “haven’t paid a
price … that’s sufficient to get them to change
their behavior.”
Rogers is leaving NSA and Cyber Command shortly and, two days after this testimony, his successor, Army Lt. Gen. Paul
Nakasone, was in front of the same Senate
Armed Services Committee being asked
many of the same questions and delivering
many of the same answers. Talking about
cyber adversaries like Russia, China, Iran
and North Korea, Nakasone observed: “Right
now, they do not think that much will happen.
They don’t fear us. That is not good.”
“Our adversaries have not seen our response in sufficient detail to change their
behavior,” he concluded, echoing Rogers.
They each would have been able to further

develop their concerns and potential responses in closed session with the committee but,
even at the unclassified level, it’s pretty clear
what they are getting at.
The Russian assault on America was a
given, of course. Cyber espionage (the theft
of the DNC’s and Clinton campaign chairman John Podesta’s emails) helped enable a
covert influence campaign against the American election. Better cybersecurity to protect
American information was needed, as were
better responses to more diffuse threats like
fake news, botnets and Russian manipulation
of social media. And, obviously, the same
could be said about defending industrial
control systems and critical infrastructure.
With their strong cyber backgrounds, both
Rogers and Nakasone know that the cyber
domain gives near-crushing advantage to
the offense. Last year the Defense Science
Board predicted that this imbalance would
last at least through the next decade despite
the best efforts to bolster cyber defenses and
to bake resiliency into important systems.
So, in their testimony, Rogers and Nakasone were suggesting something more than
classic defense and better manning the perimeter (so to speak) to prevent penetrations. In
one sense their comments echoed what, in the

physical combat domains, is called “counter
battery” or “suppressive” fires, which means
using your weapons to make an adversary
less capable of using his. In effect, using
your offensive power to reduce his offensive capacity. In nuclear strategy, we called
these “counter force strikes” and, here, one
can picture disabling troll farms or botnets,
although — given the ubiquity of cyber capability — counter force in the cyber domain
could quickly resemble whack-a-mole when
dealing with a determined enemy.
In the nuclear realm we also had “counter
value strikes,” holding at risk not an enemy’s
nuclear forces but other things he held dear.
When Rogers talks about changing our adversaries’ calculus and their paying a price, and
when Nakasone observes that they don’t fear
us, the cyber commanders are squarely here
in their thinking. Indeed, Rogers has been
pushing a robust theory of cyber deterrence in
his public commentary for several years now.
Thanks to great theoreticians like Hermann Kahn during the nuclear era, thoughts
like these were woven into a complex doctrine of strategic deterrence, so effective that
it remained theoretical and never had to be
put to the test. Cyber conflict has been different. Legitimate state espionage remains an

active and accepted international practice in
this domain, and some states go even further
to spy for raw commercial advantage. We
have also seen uses beyond espionage that
have included broad information warfare
and even physical damage. The destructive
North Korea attack on Sony Pictures in 2014
and various Iranian assaults against financial
services come to mind.
Rather than just warn and help defend,
Rogers and Nakasone now want the authority under a simple, agile command structure
to “shoot back” to defend or deter, to either
disable or punish an aggressor. They want to
operate secretly and routinely in the cyber
domain by creating a legal and policy zone
that authorizes robust, sometimes destructive
responses, well above normal peacetime
competition but below what we would define
as the threshold of conventional conflict and
open interstate war.
That’s quite an ask, but other nations like
Iran, North Korea, China and Russia seem to
routinely operate in this band. Indeed, Russian doctrine assumes constant conflict there.
And if we do not make a similar decision,
much of America’s cyber combat power will
remain in the barn and unused against threats
like Vladimir Putin’s and others.
America has spent a fortune to have such
capabilities at the ready. Now what is needed
is will — and clear policy and guidance for
folks like Rogers and Nakasone. That was the
message that the new and the outgoing commanders were sending. And it had meaning
and implications well beyond just today and
the Russians.
*****
Gen. Michael Hayden is a former director of the CIA and of the National Security
Agency, and a visiting professor in the Schar
School of Policy and Government at George
Mason University. His forthcoming book,
“The Assault on Intelligence: American
National Security in an Age of Lies,” is due
out later this year.

America faces growing number of
complex national security crises
By Michael Dempsey
The Hill opinion contributor
I was asked at a conference
recently what is one takeaway I
have from my experience working
on national security issues for the
past three decades. I’ve thought
about this issue a lot of late and
my answer is always the same: It’s
the complexity of the challenges
we face.
It’s the growing number of crises across the globe with no easy
solution. And it’s policymakers
struggling to make decisions in the
face of imperfect or incomplete
information, foreign leaders misunderstanding our intentions, real or
perceived time constraints, resource
limitations, competing interests and
values, and the potential unintended
consequences of our actions.
On the latter point, just recall
the staggering fallout from the Iraq
intervention in 2003 and the ramifications of America’s intervention in
Libya in 2011. This is why the talk
emanating from Washington recently about how the limited surge of
U.S. troops to Afghanistan places
Kabul’s troops on the path to victory against the Taliban, and of easily
won trade disputes that will be good
for America, gives me pause. In my
experience, there is rarely anything
easy about operating in today’s
international environment.
Consider the crisis in Syria. At
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accounts with the amount they wish
to bet during the pump. The reason
to prepare in advance is that the
whole game could end in minutes.
Then there is the Pump Stage.
Once the existing coin is decided
(or a new one created), organizers
buy their load. It gives them a
head start on receiving the highest
benefit from the spike in value.
However, organizers need to be
careful that they do not pre-pump
the coin. If the coin is pre-pumped,
i.e., purchase of coins by organizers
before the arranged pump begins,
they will lose their group fans, and
none would take part.
Organizers try to be very careful
to not pre-pump, because if the
coin volume on the exchange is
low, the pump will spike the price.
Once the group administrators
have purchased, the information
about the coin is passed on to paid
members and then on to the outer
participants of the scheme. If the
pump is noticed by other traders on
the exchange who are not part of the

various points over the past several
years, a number of policy initiatives
have been intensely debated and
promoted as the best way to help
end the crisis. They have included: imposing increasingly tough
United Nations sanctions against
the regime of Bashar Assad, arming and supporting the moderate
opposition, creating no-fly zones
and refugee safe havens along
the Syrian border, and launching
missile strikes (and even direct
U.S. military intervention) against
Syrian regime forces and facilities.
This policy debate has occurred

against a backdrop of almost unimaginable human suffering from
the conflict. Since the war began
in 2011, more than 400,000 Syrians
have been killed in the fighting, and
6.5 million displaced, including 2.8
million children. Meanwhile, the
damage to Syria’s infrastructure
has been estimated to be in the
hundreds of billions of dollars.
Yet, seven years on from the
start of the civil war, it’s still not
clear whether any of the proposals
considered, even if adopted in the
2011 to 2013 timeframe, would
have fundamentally altered the

conflict’s tragic course. It’s at least
debatable, in my view, given the
confluence of multiple factors,
including Assad’s overwhelming
determination to cling to power,
the opposition’s understandable
unwillingness to ever accept his
legitimacy, Assad’s military support
from key allies such as Iran and
Russia, the competing self-interests of multiple foreign countries
in Syria, the presence of extremist
groups, such as ISIS and Al Qaeda,
who were also trying to oust Assad,
and the chaotic nature of the fighting itself. At one point there were
reportedly as many as 1,500 armed
groups fighting inside the country.
In but one example of the chaos in Syria, consider the fighting
around the city of Al Bab in 2016.
The city, which was an important
ISIS stronghold at the time, was
fought over by separate Kurdish
groups, the Turks, Syrian regime
forces, the Russians, Iranians,
Iranian-backed militia groups,
and Hezbollah. All of these forces
were operating in extremely close
proximity to each other, and many
were not even wearing recognizable
uniforms. So, to call this a complex
operating environment would be an
understatement.
Or consider today’s campaign
against ISIS and the situation we
now face in Afrin, Syria. In recent
weeks, U.S.-backed Kurdish units

group, they too will be inclined to
purchase it.
Finally, there is the Dump Stage.
Organizers who bought coins in
advance now sell or dump their
coins on the outer circle, which is
still buying due to the pump. The
quick sale brings the coin back to
its initial value or lower, resulting
in heavy losses for those who purchased the token at the later stage
of the pump. Sometimes pumps
lift the price of the coin for only a
few days or slightly longer period;
sometimes it is raised for the long
term.
The P&D practice is like insider trading, which is illegal if you
trade stocks; however, there is no
analogous law for crypto currency.
The Big Boys are Looking
Major businesses in South Korea, including the country’s largest
hotel booking platform, Yeogi
Eottae, and leading e-commerce
platform, WeMakePrice, have begun integrating cryptocurrencies
in collaboration with Bithumb,
the biggest cryptocurrency trading

platform in South Korea.
While it may take several months
for the two influential businesses to
start accepting cryptocurrencies, a
Bithumb spokesperson stated that
the integration of cryptocurrencies
by the two companies will lead
to other major businesses in the
country accepting cryptocurrencies
soon.
Already, Kakao, the largest
internet conglomerate in South
Korea which operates KakaoTalk,
Kakapo, KakaoTaxi, KakaoStory,
Dunamoo (UpBit) and many other
subsidiaries that remain in dominant control over their respective
industries and markets, have initiated the integration process of
cryptocurrencies.
As CCN reported, the integration of cryptocurrencies by Kakao
will allow 12,000 merchants using
KakaoPay to accept cryptocurrencies with ease. Millions of users on
KakaoTaxi, KakaoPay, and potentially KakaoTalk, will be able to
send and receive cryptocurrencies,
and tens of millions of consumers

will be able to utilize cryptocurrencies as a payment method.
Previously, Starbucks Chairman
Howard Schultz said that for cryptocurrencies to “survive,” retailers
will need to adopt them as a means
of payment.
Schultz stated: “I personally believe that there is going to be a one
or a few legitimate trusted digital
currencies [using] the blockchain
technology. And that legitimacy
and trust, in terms of its consumer
application, will have to be legitimized by a brand and a brick and
mortar environment, where the
consumer has trust and confidence
in the company that is providing the
transaction.”
The adoption of cryptocurrencies by businesses in South Korea
and Japan could lead to massive
adoption, especially for major
cryptocurrencies such as Bitcoin
and Ethereum.
Short-Term Outlook
The long-term growth of Bitcoin, Ethereum and other cryptocurrencies is optimistic, given the

— critical to the broader effort
against ISIS — have been diverted
from eastern Syria to Afrin to protect fellow Kurds from an offensive
launched by a key NATO ally, Turkey. We now have two U.S. allies
squaring off against each other, potentially undermining our collective
efforts against ISIS.
This complexity even extends
into the Western Hemisphere,
where successive U.S. administrations have imposed increasingly
punishing economic sanctions
on the government of President
Nicolás Maduro to signal our
displeasure with his efforts to undermine democratic norms. In my
view, these sanctions have been
an entirely appropriate policy response, and a far better option than
a military intervention.
However, it’s also clear by now
that the sanctions are not loosening
Maduro’s grip on power, and are
occurring against a backdrop of
economic collapse, mounting social
woes, and a flood of people fleeing
the country. Further complicating
the situation, Maduro is refusing to
accept U.S. offers of humanitarian
assistance, despite his public’s glaring needs. If there is an easy policy
answer in Venezuela, it has yet to
reveal itself.
So, why do I highlight these
challenges? Simply to reinforce
(See Dempsey, Page 14)

progress markets like South Korea
and Japan have shown in recent
months. In the short-term, analysts
remain divided on the trend of Bitcoin and the market. Some argue
that the price of Bitcoin could spike
to well over $12,000 and initiate a
strong rally towards its previous
levels, while other investors argue
that Bitcoin would require more
time to recover fully from its correction.
It is evident that the market is
leaning towards Bitcoin in a highly
volatile period like this, as newcomers enter the market.
For those thinking of investing,
be very careful and don’t risk money that you can’t afford to lose. But
remember: no guts, no glory.
*****
For more information regarding
Nevada laws, or if you feel your
rights have been violated, please
call Mace Yampolsky & Associates.
Call or text us at (702) 385-9777.
We are available 24/7 for emergencies. If you need help, CALL NOW
before it is too late. We can help!
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Deterrence and diplomacy are
the only options for North Korea

By Bonnie Kristian
The Hill opinion contributor
President Trump last week announced plans for talks between
himself and North Korea’s Kim
Jong-un, the first such direct negotiations between the two nations’
leaders. Pragmatically, the White
House has stipulated few preconditions for the conversation,
a decision that makes the as-yet
unscheduled meeting more likely
to be accomplished.
As details of when and where the
summit will happen are settled, it
is necessary to revisit the question
of the Kim regime’s intent for its
nuclear program, which first detonated a nuclear device in 2006.
National Security Adviser H.R.
McMaster — who emerged as the
Trump administration’s leading
advocate of a preventive strike on
Pyongyang — claimed Kim’s primary mission is expansion.
His “intentions are to use that
weapon for nuclear blackmail,
and then, to, quote, you know,
‘reunify’ the peninsula under the
red banner,” McMaster said in a
representative expression of this
view in December. “So, he would
use this to extract payoffs,” McMaster continued, “as the regime
has done with their nuclear program in the past, and to drive the
States and our allies away from this
peninsula that he would then try to
dominate.” For those duly skeptical of the efficacy and wisdom of
preventive war — not least because
of the incredible human suffering it

would necessarily entail—the truth
of McMaster’s argument is not
nearly so “clear” as he claims. As
retired Col. Andrew Bacevich, a
military historian, has argued that,
Kim is indeed “engaged in a huge
game of blackmail,” but not as
McMaster describes.
For all Kim’s bluster and extravagance, he leads “an exceedingly
weak and arguably very fragile
regime,” Bacevich said, “and my
guess is their principal objective
is to remain in power. So they are
engaged in a complicated process of
both trying to blackmail the West,
and blackmail South Korea and
most importantly trying to blackmail China, keep adversaries at bay
and continue to be able to attract the

kind of support they need to continue to exist.” In this view, North
Korea observes the long history of
U.S.-orchestrated regime change in
non-nuclear states. From the coup
in Iran in 1953 to the 2003 invasion
of Iraq and the 2011 overthrow of
Libya’s Moammar Gadhafi, this
concludes that nuclear armament
is the dictator’s best insurance for
preservation of power.
As Stanford political scientist
Scott Sagan summarizes, “States
will seek to develop nuclear weapons when they face a significant
military threat to their security
that cannot be met through alternative means; if they do not face
such threats, they willingly remain
non-nuclear states.” Kim is in this

sense a rational actor in pursuit of
regime survival and dynasty preservation, perceiving nukes as his
sole effective tool. That also means
Washington can effectively and
indefinitely deter him with overwhelming conventional and nuclear
superiority — because, again, his
aim is not expansion. McMaster’s expansionary framework
is crucial to his dismissal of and
deterrence as a viable option with
North Korea and his push for
Washington to take an aggressive,
military-first approach. But both
his premise and his conclusion are
wrong — dangerously wrong and
catastrophically risky — and North
Korea, through conversations with
South Korean officials, reportedly

indicated as much this week.
“The North showed willingness
on denuclearization in the Korean
Peninsula,” said a statement from
the office of South Korean President Moon Jae-in on Tuesday. “If
military threats to the North Korea
decrease and regime safety is guaranteed, the North showed that it has
no reason to retain nukes.” The
import of this statement should not
be overblown. It does not mean
Pyongyang is ready to disarm today. In fact, there is reason to be
skeptical they will ever disarm. But
it does provide real space for diplomatic progress during deterrence.
It does confirm that Kim’s regime,
though monstrous, is fundamentally
weak and fearful.
Moreover, it demonstrates that
voices like McMaster’s that promote preventive war are dealing not
in reality but in a reckless fantasy
which could all too easily claim the
lives of millions, destroy U.S. alliances in Asia, undermine American
security, and cause untold economic
damage.
*****
Bonnie Kristian is a fellow at
Defense Priorities, an organization which inform citizens, thought
leaders, and policy makers of the
importance of a strong, dynamic
military. Kristian is a weekend
editor at The Week, and her writing
has also appeared at Time Magazine, CNN, Politico, USA Today,
Relevant Magazine, The Hill and
The American Conservative, among
other outlets.

For press and public, big risks
lurk behind ‘opposition research’
By Sharyl Attkisson
The Hill opinion contributor
It’s like a political game of “Who’s on
First?” (If you’re too young to know, that’s
a reference to an old Abbott and Costello
comedy routine.)
In this case, it’s high-stakes politics,
Washington style. Here’s how it goes:
U.S. intel officials used political opposition research (that relied on Russia) to justify wiretaps to investigate Donald Trump’s
Russia ties.
Congress and an inspector general are
investigating the federal investigators who
investigated Trump.
Congress and the Justice Department are
investigating the federal investigators’ use of
political opposition research.
The latest punchline?
The political “oppo research” group in
question is reportedly oppo-researching the
congressional investigators who are investigating the federal investigators who used the
oppo research.
In simpler terms: Congressional investigators are being targeted by those they’re
investigating.
This isn’t a new plot in Washington, of
course. And news organizations (as well as
quasi-news organizations) are often willing
repositories for dirt dug up by political and
corporate opposition research firms against
competitors or enemies. In fact, it’s a multibillion-dollar industry.
Groups set up to spin and circulate paid
propaganda — or dirt — that’s cloaked as
something else include think tanks, PR firms,
super PACs, LLCs, nonprofits, “strategic
communications” groups, global law offices,
oppo research firms, “crisis communications”
companies and lobby groups.
What is opposition research? There’s a
huge range, but think of it as a paid, political
effort to use any means possible to examine

everything you’ve ever said, done, tweeted,
paid for, posted, written or thought, and then
make it public in the most negative way
possible. An indiscretion in high school. A
bill you didn’t pay in college. A photo you
posted at a party 10 years ago that you wish
you hadn’t. An ugly comment you made in
anger yesterday. A conflict you had with a
co-worker or an ex-spouse. A Facebook account where you posted embarrassing things
before you got clean. A hurtful letter you
wrote after an emotional dispute. (You can
fill in your own blanks.)
In general, the work of political opposition
firms is perfectly legal. And many reputable
journalists argue there’s nothing wrong with
relying on such research for news stories as
long as it’s valid.
“The fact is, every news organization in
Washington, D.C., has relationships with
groups like that,” said one national investigative reporter I spoke to. “I’ll listen to anybody
who has information.”
But the practice raises some valid questions:

Should the resulting news stories disclose
that political oppo research was used?
Should the news stories reveal on whose
behalf the oppo research was conducted? In
other words, who’s the client who hired the
oppo research firm to dig up information on
a particular person or topic?
What if there’s a direct conflict of interest?
What if a political oppo research firm that’s
part of an investigation by Congress targets
the congressional investigators, then supplies
dirt about them to a news organization?
Should the resulting story disclose that the
news organization has worked with the very
oppo research firm that stands to benefit from
the news story?
I recently posed several queries to Glenn
Simpson of Fusion GPS. That’s the oppo
research company at the center of the surveillance controversy in our intel agencies’ Russia probe. I asked what news organizations
Fusion GPS has worked with, what news
and media personalities it has researched
for what clients, and whether it’s researched
any congressional members or staffers. I also

It’s time to audit the CFPB
By Jenny Beth Martin
The Hill opinion contributor
In a government full of busy
agencies, the Consumer Financial
Protection Bureau (CFPB) may
well be the busiest. But don’t fret
for its bureaucrats. In between
bullying corporations and funneling
vast sums of money to left-wing
activist groups, the agency has also
managed to undertake one of the
federal government’s most outrageous office decorating projects to
the tune of more than $200 million
of taxpayer funds.
If nothing else, one has to marvel
at the agency’s time management
skills. The CFPB, the ill-conceived
agency created under the Dodd
Frank Act, was designed to be
autonomous from congressional
oversight and semi-autonomous
from the executive branch, a non-

sensical setup in our system of
representative government based on
a strict system checks and balances.
That lack of accountability
has led, predictably, to a series of
scandals within the CFPB. With
no one in Congress able to hold
the agency accountable, is it any
wonder that the CFPB has abused
its power and misused hundreds of

millions of dollars, to name only a
few of its scandalous deeds? From
2014 to 2017, the CFPB spent $11
million each year to rent office
space in a building owned by an
Obama fundraiser. Yes, you read
that correctly: The rent was nearly
$1 million per month.
One of the most alarming as(See Martin, Page 15)

Dempsey

wanted to know if, as a former news reporter
himself, Simpson thinks news organizations
should disclose their relationship with firms
like his. As of this writing, I haven’t received
a response.
I also posed queries to one of the respected
investigative journalism groups that has used
opposition research firms, including Fusion
GPS, according to an insider: ProPublica.
(I’m a big fan of some of ProPublica’s excellent work.) I asked what their policies are regarding learning and disclosing who the oppo
research firm’s paying client is. ProPublica
president Richard Tofel wouldn’t confirm
that ProPublica has consulted specifically
with Fusion GPS and/or Glenn Simpson, and
says the news group doesn’t discuss sourcing
outside of the stories themselves.
“Almost all sources for almost all stories,
are, as you know, interested in the subject of
the stories,” Tofel wrote me in an email. “A
critical role of journalists, I know you would
agree, is to weigh those interests against the
information being provided, and give readers
the most illuminating stories possible. I’m
sure your approach is the same.”
In my mind, one final question is raised
by all this.
When we use oppo research, do we risk
becoming tools for paid interests in an unfair
way? When there are thousands of meaningful stories that deserve coverage every day,
are we being led by the nose by political and
corporate interests who are giving us juicy
facts that serve their own interests?
For the record, I haven’t knowingly consulted with such firms for news stories. (Not
that there’s anything wrong with it.)
Sharyl Attkisson (@SharylAttkisson)
is an Emmy-award winning investigative
journalist, author of The New York Times
bestsellers “The Smear” and “Stonewalled,”
and host of Sinclair’s Sunday TV program
“Full Measure.”
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the point that with the type of
crises we confront today, there are
rarely simple solutions and only
varying degrees of complexity
to wrestle with. I don’t mean to
suggest that paralysis in the face
of these challenges should be our
preferred course of action, but instead to highlight the need to avoid
impulsivity in policy formulation
and public messaging, and to urge
policymakers to instead pursue a
rigorous, well-informed, and deliberate decision-making process that
is inclusive, creative, and carefully
weighs the potential unintended
consequences, and second and
third order effects, of our actions.
That won’t guarantee a successful
outcome, but it will certainly buy
down the risk of making poorly
considered and executed decisions.
America’s recent history of

foreign engagements teaches us to
beware the lure and promise of easy
solutions, such as preemptive military strikes with limited blowback,
limited troop surges that will decisively shift battlefield momentum,
lasting diplomatic breakthroughs
absent the careful work of seasoned
diplomats, and easily resolved trade
wars. By now we should recognize
that once embarked upon, the assurances of such outcomes quickly
fade into the mist like Brigadoon,
and the final resolution of these
endeavors is almost always considerably more complicated and
painful than we had anticipated at
the outset.
Michael P. Dempsey is the
national intelligence fellow at the
Council on Foreign Relations, a
fellowship sponsored by the U.S.
government. He is the former acting
director of national intelligence.
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Do Republicans think record federal spending
is what voters really elected them to enact?
By Rachel Bovard
The Hill opinion contributor
Republicans are crafting an omnibus spending bill that, if reports
are true, will be worse than any
spending bill passed under President Obama.
The roughly $1.3 trillion package currently being considered
comes on the heels of a deal cut
last month that increased overall
spending by $300 billion, shredded
the Budget Control Act, and thoroughly dispirited voters hopeful
that a Republican majority would
restore fiscal sanity.
After torching their fiscal legacy, this Republican majority now
seems intent on destroying any
remaining credibility with conservatives by drafting a bill that fully
funds Planned Parenthood, extends
protections for the Deferred Action
for Childhood Arrivals (DACA)
program, targets law-abiding gun
owners instead of criminals, allows
the Ex-Im Bank to start making
loans again, imposes an internet
sales tax, and bails out ObamaCare.
It’s an affront to principle, campaign promises and their own party
platform. But more than that, it’s a
shocking testament to how far this
Republican majority has strayed
from its roots.
Even under President Obama
and a Democrat Senate majority,
Republicans were cutting better
deals. It was under Obama that
Republicans negotiated the Budget
Control Act (BCA), the biggest

conservative spending victory in
decades. By imposing spending
caps and across the board spending cuts, the BCA took the deficit
from nearly 10 percent of the gross
domestic product (GDP) to just 3
percent — the most sizable cut in
deficit spending since the end of
World War II. Likewise, federal
spending fell for three years in a
row, the first consecutive stretch of
declining outlays since President
Eisenhower’s first term in office.
It didn’t take Democrats to
undo these gains. Last month, a
Republican majority wiped them
out without so much as a second
thought.
And now they are prepared to

do the same to conservative policy
priorities.
After promising to repeal
ObamaCare for nearly a decade,
Republicans are planning to bail
it out using a budget gimmick that
will further entrench the law that
many Republicans were elected
to undo.
Conservatives fought President
Obama tooth and nail to dismantle
the Export-Import Bank, and have
been largely successful in keeping
the bank’s corporate welfare inactive. But now, reports indicate that
Republicans are attempting to undo
that achievement as well.
Likewise, Republicans who
opposed amnesty for years under

President Obama are now going
to pass a bill that extends Obama’s
executive amnesty for DACA recipients, in exchange for border wall
funding that, in all likelihood, will
mean very little.
While conservatives push to
protect the Second Amendment
and focus on actually solving the
underlying issues that allow for gun
violence, Republicans in Congress
seem intent to simply throw money
at the problem, or “fix” background
checks by setting up potential privacy and due process issues for lawful
gun owners.
And if all that wasn’t enough,
a Republican majority that, for
decades, has made ending federal

funding for abortion a centerpiece
of their agenda, is still allowing
Planned Parenthood to be fully
funded. (Though House Republicans are making a laudable effort
to bar it.) Even President Trump
has managed to do more on this
issue than House and Senate Republicans.
This is not where conservatives
wanted to find themselves a little
over a year into Republican control of the Congress and the White
House. Despite having majority
control of the government, Republican leadership is still bending
over backwards for Democrats, and
advancing liberal priorities. Procedural obstruction goes unpunished
in the Senate. Most major legislation is written to attract votes from
liberals, while conservatives are
publicly shamed for attempting to
have their priorities heard.
A party that stands for nothing
is on the fast track to political and
policy irrelevance. With the 2018
midterms approaching, Republicans may be about to learn that the
hard way. Power is no substitute for
principle, and voters tend to know
the difference.
*****
Rachel Bovard (@RachelBovard) is the senior director of policy
for The Conservative Partnership,
a nonprofit group headed by former
South Carolina Sen. Jim DeMint
aimed at promoting limited government.
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appear in court? Good luck to all
of them!
Even in my own state of Nevada,
if a car accident results in death or
bodily injury, then leaving the scene
is a Category B felony. Penalties
for a felony hit and run accident in
Nevada include two to 20 years in
prison, and up to $5,000 in fines.
If my memory doesn’t fail me it
was some time in 2009 in Fullerton,
California when a drunk driver ran
a red light and hit the car in which
22-year-old baseball pitcher Nick
Adenhart was a passenger, driving
it into a light pole. Of the three
other people in the car, the driver

and one passenger died. The drunk
driver escaped on foot, but was later
apprehended and was convicted of
three counts of second-degree murder. That was long before California
become a sanctuary city and I don’t
know if that involved an illegal
alien, but the point is that there is
punishment for drunk driving accidents as well as hit and run.
Ivan Gerardo Zamarripa-Castañeda was arrested by
Denver officials and was wanted by
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement. Based on news reports,
the Denver County Sheriff’s Office
notified the Denver Office of U.S.
Immigration and Custom Enforce-

ment that Zamarripa-Castañeda
would be released on bond at an
unspecified time. When ICE deportation officers arrived at the sheriff’s office, they were told that he
had been released two hours prior.
According to the Denver Police Department Sheriff, that city
refuses to hold inmates for ICE
without a warrant, but deputies are
expected to give agents a courtesy
notification before a release.
Years ago Jorge Ramos somehow was a good journalist who
reported tragic events all around the
world, but lately he has become so

obsessed with his defense of illegal
aliens — even if they are criminals
— and his hate toward our president, Donald Trump, that people
no longer enjoy listening to him.
Now, to give some support to
demonstrating his hate for the administration, Jorge Ramos finishes
his program, “Al Punto” (To The
Point) with the help of a Venezuelan
musician-humorist, Cesar Muñoz,
who, it is true, sings some of his
“Tan Tan” songs to Venezuelan
President Nicolás Maduro, but
he doesn’t have the b***s to sing
any of that in Venezuela, where he

probably wouldn’t be able to sing
even a couple of lines of his “Tan
Tan” songs before they would come
and take him away to Ramo Verde
Prison.
That’s one of the benefits of living in the United States: Ramos and
Muñoz can insult President Trump
and nothing happens to them.
*****
Perly Viasmensky is the General
Manager of the Las Vegas Tribune.
She writes a weekly column in this
newspaper. To contact Perly Viasmensky, email her at pviasmensky@
lasvegas tribune.com.
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places and checking with their parts
people to know if such a part was
available. If not, we could move
into Plan B that much sooner.
But whatever they were up to
was kept totally secret from the passengers, and we were encouraged to
deplane and take all our stuff with
us for security reasons; also, some
passengers might decide they didn’t
want to wait after all. The wait period ended up being over four hours.
When we finally reboarded, I
asked one of the staff what the problem was, and he told me (hopefully
that was a smile I detected on his
face) that they finally fixed the wing
using duct tape. (Apparently a sense
of humor permeated that particular
flight, which, as we all discovered
when back in our seats for take-off,
extended to the person giving the
standard safety briefing, letting us
know that her ex-husband was the
forward cabin attendant, and her
new “hot” girlfriend was the rear
cabin attendant. She interjected
several other smile-inducing lines
to the usually straightforward and
sometimes possibly boring safety
briefing, perhaps intended to help
lighten up the previous four hours
of passenger gloom induced by the
long wait. It seemed to do the trick.)
I sincerely hope that no passengers
took offense to the lighthearted
comments and decide to send
letters to the airline complaining
about them.
Then off we went, hoping there
would be no more delay on our way
to San Jose!
Fast forward to Sunday, the
day of my sister’s Commitment
ceremony and party. She looked
absolutely lovely, dressed in a
lined black chiffon and shimmering silver bangle-bedecked dress
right out of the ‘20s, with hem and
sleeves ending in deep points of
solid zig-zag follies flapper swing
triangles edged in silver. Her look
was completed with a “spiderweb”
sort of black net stockings that
slid easily into her high-heeled
bejeweled open sandal-like black
shoes, and a black and silver velvet
stretch headband with short black
feathers atop the whole ensemble!
She looked like a cake-topper that
might have been upon the center-

piece at a Roaring ‘20s Prohibition
party cake.
But her loveliness, and the spiffy
look of the man who was sharing
this ceremony of commitment
with her, dressed in a black suit,
black shirt and tie, complete with
matching silky black handkerchief
tucked carefully into his breast
pocket, were not the centerpiece of
this happy occasion. Their desire
to dedicate their lives to each other
in their love — for all the world
to see and know — was the real
centerpiece of the day at this happy
gathering.
WHAT, EXACTLY, you may
ask, IS A COMMITMENT, and
why is it anything special — as
compared, for example, to just
living together? Everyone no doubt
understands what a wedding is
(or is supposed to be) and what is
normally expected of the marrying
couple. Traditionally, couples more
or less get to know each other well
enough to choose to spend their
lives together, and at some point
state that commitment outwardly
in what is known as an engagement
(meaning they are planning to get
married). But if they are not planning to get married, each having
been there, done that, and wanting
only the commitment part of their
love, why can they not openly focus
on that, with all the same intensity
between them that engaged couples
hopefully bring to their wedding
day?
Realizing that many people
who showed up to celebrate with
the happy couple still might not
understand the meaning of commitment, my sister decided to bring
their family and friends into the true
spirit of the occasion by playing the
“What do you think Commitment
really means?” game. Guests were
asked to submit short responses to
that question, and the winner —
based on the opinions of the happy
couple — would win a prize.
Children who attended the party
were also allowed to play. Here are
some of the submissions from both
adults and the younger crowd to the
question, “What does Commitment
mean to you?”
—Being totally one with your
other half, but still able to retain
your own individuality

—Lifelong respect, support,
love
—100 percent given by each,
travelling on the same road
—Always there
—Best friends, protection, security, happiness, permanence and
pride [in each other]
—Doing what you say, saying
what you mean
—Loyalty, predicated on in-love
honesty
—A love that blossoms over
time into a serendipitous togetherness
—Allowing each other into your
bubble
—To be there for each other no
matter what life throws at you
—Humor, forgiveness, kindness
to each other; daily hugs, and more
hugs
—Sharing everything with a
sense of humor and lots of love
—Merging one’s essence with
another for the duration
—It’s called ‘commitment’ because love makes you crazy
—Best friends forever
And the winner was:
“When you love someone forever but you just don’t want to have
a wedding.” How much clearer and
right to the point can you get? And
that winning entry was a collaboration between two children.
Call me a romantic, but when
love finds you — and it usually will,
if you let it — it seems natural that
commitment would follow.
As someone once told me, you
don’t marry everyone you love, and
you don’t necessarily love everyone
you marry. If you do find someone
to love, treasure that love with a
passion and commit yourself to
having the happiest love relationship you possibly can!
As one of the lines in the song
“Do You Know the Way to San
Jose?” says, “With a dream in your
heart you’re never alone.” And that
dream is the commitment between
two lovers!
*****
Maramis Choufani is the Managing Editor of the Las Vegas
Tribune. She writes a weekly column in this newspaper. To contact
Maramis, email her at maramis@
lasvegastribune.com.
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pects of the CFPB’s authority
comes straight from the Dodd Frank
Act itself. The law specifies that
the CFPB may designate a trustee
for the funds it collects from businesses as civil penalties. Because
there is no effective congressional
oversight, that means that CFPB
bureaucrats can pick and choose the
recipients of their largesse without
needing any kind of permission
from Congress.
It should come as no surprise
that, left to its own devices, CFPB
bureaucrats chose trustees who
used the funds to line their own
pockets and also to prop up leftwing activist groups. The arrangement was ripe for the emergence of
conflicts of interest.
The agency, authorized to pick
and choose where to spend the
penalty funds, had little incentive
to perform the role of disinterested
enforcer of the rules. Instead, the
CFPB felt empowered to shake
down major corporations not for
actual wrongdoing, but for the
simple fact that the agency wanted
to steer additional penalty funds to
its preferred political causes.
While engaging in these nefarious activities, the CFPB decided
it needed a public relations firm.
Enter GMMB, a long-established
and well-known Democratic media
consulting firm. (In fact, the group
had previously created campaign
ads for both Barack Obama’s
and Hillary Clinton’s presidential
campaigns.) The CFPB paid more
than $43 million to GMMB to do
its public relations and spin a tale
of success for the agency.
When President Trump was
sworn into office, the CFPB director at the time, Richard Cordray,
stayed on in his post, yet another
frightening facet of this unaccountable government agency is the fact
that a change of power and leadership in Washington had no effect on
the agency’s management.
Even more distressing are the
hiring practices of the agency. In
a shocking piece for the National
Review, former CFPB enforcement
attorney Ronald Rubin detailed the

extent to which the agency engaged
in a chilling form of political discrimination, systematically denying
employment to conservatives. The
agency is, through and through, a
hotbed for liberal activists.
Proof of the CFPB’s monolithic
political makeup of its employees
comes from a review of Federal
Election Commission 2016 contribution reports, which documented
that 100 percent of the campaign
contributions from CFPB employees went exclusively to Democrats.
It doesn’t get much more partisan
than that. Adding insult to injury,
over the past several years, the
CFPB has renovated its Washington
office, including adding an opulent
“four-story glass staircase, two-story waterfall and a sunken garden,”
according to earlier reports.
I recently joined other national
conservative groups in writing
letter to CFPB Acting Director
Mick Mulvaney, encouraging him
to conduct a full audit of the agency, and to provide those findings
to the American people. We, the
American taxpayers, have a right
to understand how this agency has
wasted our hard-earned money on
elaborate gardens and staircases,
all while ruthlessly over-regulating credit unions and community
banks, leading to higher prices for
us as consumers.
In a revealing exchange on
Capitol Hill back in 2015, Cordray
was asked to explain to a House
panel how on earth the renovation
projects at the CFPB could cost so
much money. His retort was, “And
why does that matter to you?” The
overarching problem with unaccountable and autonomous government agencies is that they can,
without batting an eye, ask a congresswoman, “And why does that
matter to you?” about hundreds of
millions of wasted taxpayer dollars.
It’s time for a thorough audit of
the CFPB, because, despite Cordray’s cavalier attitude, what takes
place at that agency matters a great
deal to the American people.
*****
Jenny Beth Martin is chairman
of Tea Party Patriots Citizens Fund.

Maramis

EntErtainmEnt
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Clint Holmes and Earl Turner in “SOUNDTRACK: Your Songs. Our Stories. The Show”

‘SOUNDTRACK: Your Songs, Our Stories,
The Show’ was a night to remember
By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by Sandy Zimmerman
“SOUNDTRACK: Your Songs,
Our Stories, The Show” (Westgate
Hotel) brought headliners Earl
Turner and Clint Holmes together
on the stage for their non-stop,
continuous performances.
How can you add to the greatest
hits of all times? I was amazed that
nearly every song was a show stopper, a dynamic contest of two of the
finest talents seemingly trying to
top each other!
With two golden voices, the duo
sang each song with such meaning
and such feeling, they honored

these songs. The chosen songs are
the most loved, most popular songs,
the people’s favorite hits throughout the years.
The excitement grew as they
sang, Turner and Holmes kept
adding more and more emotion
as they crowned each number
with “SOUNDTRACK” was a
challenge for these two powerful
singers which they met easily.
Turner and Holmes sang together
and separately with such energy,
this the best I have ever seen either
of them perform. It was an evening
to remember!
The “SOUNDTRACK: Your
Songs, Our Stories, The Show”

features songs from Michael Jackson, Al Green, Bruno Mars, Blake
Shelton, Bill Withers and Irving
Berlin, and highlights female vocalist Serena Henry, who performed
with Gladys Knight and Smokey
Robinson.
In addition to highlighting the
greatest songs, the duo pays tribute
to Stevie Wonder, Prince, and Las
Vegas legends, Frank Sinatra and
Sammy Davis Jr. “SOUNDTRACK:
Your Songs. Our Stories, The
Show” is scheduling a continuous
changing playbook of “You’ve Got
a Friend” and “Yesterday.”
Clint Holmes is a consummate entertainer, performer and

Clint Holmes and Earl Turner discussing the great musical hits of the past,
in “SOUNDTRACK: Your Songs. Our Stories. The Show.”

Before the show, Sandy interviewed Mac King of the “Mac King
Comedy Magic Show” (Harrahs Las Vegas).
recording artist, Holmes scored a
number-one hit in 1972 with “Playground in My Mind.” He has established a long resume of accolades
and accomplishments, including
“Singer of the Year” in both Las
Vegas and New York City. His latest
album Rendezvous was nominated
for two Grammy Awards in 2018.
Earl Turner, a multi-talented
singer, songwriter, musician, dancer and actor, saw the Las Vegas
Review-Journal name him “Male
Vocalist of the Year” and “Las
Vegas’ Most Dynamic Performer.”
A 30-year veteran of Las Vegas
showrooms and countless casino
theaters across the country, Turner
was honored when Harrah’s New
Orleans Hotel and Casino named
a showroom for him during his
multi-year engagement and he was
inducted in the New Orleans Music
Hall of Fame.
“SOUNDTRACK: Your Songs.
Our Stories. The Show” will perform Thursday through Saturday
at 7 p.m. inside the International
Westgate Theater at Westgate Las
Vegas Resort & Casino, Tickets are
$48, $58, $78 and $98 plus tax and
fees and can be purchased at the
Westgate Las Vegas Resort & Casino Box Office at (800) 222-5361
or online at www.westgatelasvegas.
com.
Sandy Zimmerman is a Syndicated Columnist, Show/Film and
Dining Reviewer, Travel Writer,
Photographer, and Talk Show
Host of Sandy Zimmerman’s Las
Vegas Show, programs and travel
specials. For information, please
contact: Email: sandyzimm2003@
yahoo.com, Telephone: (702)-7316491.

Things you learn at the F.I.O.R.E.
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ירה רובעת הנומא

By the Las Vegas Tribune Semi Reformed
Hasidic Roving Reporter
Photos by Dave “Bananas” Williams
and Lorraine Sardelli
As they say in Sicilian “Oy vey iz mir!”
…What a fabulous luncheon!
Neither the snow nor rain, the flu, the
gout, hay fever, migraine headaches, chest
congestion, nasal blockages, or ear infections
were able to deter those members who
wanted to come enjoy the camaraderie of
the Non Club Club F.I.O.R.E. and hear their
guest speaker.
Guest speaker Steve Riback, the Kosher
Cop, a 20-year veteran Detective of the
LVMPD and author of several books, gave
a most insightful and interesting talk about
his strong faith in his Jewish religion, his
dedication and commitment to his profession
and his willingness to serve the community.
His faith has taken him through a most
fascinating journey, one that really tested the
sincerity of his religious beliefs. He spoke
about the resistance and hurdles that he had
to overcome in order to keep an acceptable
balance between his religious practice and his
duty as a member of the Police Department.
He handled the subject matter in a brilliant
and captivating manner, at times involving
audience participation and interjecting
wit and humor. It was evident from the
audiences’ reaction how well his presentation
was received and appreciated.
For almost 14 years, the NON CLUB
CLUB F.I.O.R.E. has maintained a level
of interest and energy, elusive to so many
groups. Their luncheons not only offer a
first class Italian American Club Buffet, Live
music by top Las Vegas Musicians, and a
great atmosphere but also some of the most
entertaining and diversified programs.
What may be most amazing about this
popular organization is that it is just a group
of friends who have been meeting once a
month for 14 years, no other purpose, no
agenda just meeting to share some good times
with old and new friends.
Here is a the list of some of their upcoming
lunch/events programs:
April 12 — “Fighting Human Trafficking,”
with Ken and Lena Walther.
May 10 — Las Vegas Entertainer/
Comedian/Magician Fielding West
June 14 — Gianna Miceli — A woman
on a Mission.
July TBA — The FIORE FOURTEENTH
BIRTHDAY PARTY
The FIORE is not for everyone. Please
visit www.nonclubclubfiore.com and be sure
to go to the “about us” page.

Detective Steve Riback, gave an excellent presentation...

A totally involved crowd.

The heavyweights of The Vegas Voice plus a few friends,
(standing) Ken Walther, Dan Roberts, Nelson Sardelli, Ray Sarbacker and Tom Hillery.
(Sitting) Evan Davis, Sam Wegmeister and Pat Caserta.

Betty Smith receives the Fiore Premio Amicizia.

...and made it fun.

Ken Walther, Chuck Hicks, Nelson Sardelli, Det. Steve Riback,
Betty Corbo and Sandra Marnell.

Susan
Perovich,
also a
recipient
of the
Fiore
Award.
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Susan Perovich and Betty Smith,
two most worthy recipients of the Fiore Friendship Award.

Tony Polise, Nannette Di Mascio, Nelson, Dr. Wil Krom and Ken Walther.

Norm, “the Plane Crasher” Ivans, Arlene Ivans with Honorene and Charles Unseitig.

Ambassador Samantha Kolari.

President Johnny E. Crosby.

Heidi Clingen, Carolyn Solomon and Lena Walther, Honorary Swedish Consul in Las Vegas.

David Adolph and Lou Toomin.... Once seen it can never be unseen.

Chef Salada, Trudy Platzer and Terry Curtis.

Dr. Wil Krom contributed to the entertainment, accompanied by the Gary Anderson Ensemble.

President Joey (Vale) Vellardi
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Things you learn at the F.I.O.R.E.

Dr. and Celia Krom and Marianne and Mellville Taback, relatives visiting from Scottsdale AZ.º

Not so Kosher buffet.... but delicious.

Barbara Zucker and Nelson Sardelli.

Joe Burdzinski, Gianna Miceli, a woman on a mission, and Vera Anderson.

Maxine Gaines and Nelson Sardelli.

Hicks, Dennis Rhinevault and Kaye Wade Hicks.

President John Getter.

Arlene Ivans, Marshall Zucker, Nelson and Norm Ivans.

Len Indelicato, delicately holding Chef Salada.

Marta and Eddie DeVries. Staunch F.I.O.R.E. supporters.

Barry Heifetz, Susan Heifetz and Sharon Graziano.

Mike and Martha Kimpel, pillars of the community.

“... but suppose, lets just suppose, if the gay Brazilian cops want to wear a Carmen Miranda type of Head Gear...?

EASTER DINING
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decades. Featuring a rotating cast
of the area’s biggest and brightest
gospel and R&B talents, guests will
enjoy traditional and contemporary
gospel songs.
*****

By Mike Kermani
Las Vegas Tribune
Eiffel Tower Restaurant
10:30 AM - 3:00 PM
Multi-course meal. Dine on elegant French fare, including dishes
like Luxury French Toast, foie gras,
calvados, caramel apple, toasted
pecans and Lobster Eggs Benedict.
Bring the kids as the Easter Bunny
will be dispensing eggs filled with
candy as our resident face-painter
brings smiles to everyone’s faces.
El Segundo Sol
11:00 AM - 10:00 PM
a la carte menu. Favorite Stripside spot El Segundo Sol is ready
to spice up your Easter Sunday with
delicious, authentic Mexican food
that’s sure to satisfy everyone’s
cravings. Put a little ‘hop’ in your
step and indulge in the always
satisfying Bloody Maria and Tequila Sunrise alongside starters like
Fresh-Made Guacamole and Ahi
Tuna Ceviche followed by entrées
including tacos, fajitas and more.
Mon Ami Gabi
Brunch 11:00 AM - 3:00 PM
a la carte brunch. Kick-start your
day with French breakfast favorites
like the Classic Quiche Lorraine,
Chocolate-Hazelnut Waffle, and
Chicken, Brie & Apple Crêpe, or
sleep in and join us for brunch including traditional Eggs Benedict
and Blueberry French Toast — plus
DIY Sparkling Cocktails — available through 3:00 PM.
*****
WESTGATE LAS VEGAS
RESORT & CASINO
ANNOUNCES MARCH
FOOD, BEVERAGE AND
GAMING PROMOTIONS
Guests and WOW Rewards
members are invited to the iconic
Westgate Las Vegas Resort &
Casino to enjoy incredible food,
beverage and gaming promotions.
Highlights include the WOW Rewards, HOOPS CENTRAL and a
special St. Patrick’s Day Dinner at
Sid’s Cafe.
For more information on the
Westgate Las Vegas Resort & Casino’s amenities, visit the website for
all restaurants, and WOW Rewards.
www.WestgateLasVegas.com.
Benihana
Hours: Daily at 5:00 p.m.
Benihana, located inside Westgate Las Vegas Resort & Casino,
offers one of the most exciting
choices for a fine dining experience
in Las Vegas! At Benihana, guests
enjoy delicious Japanese menu
options prepared exhibition-style
by masterful chefs on Teppan grills.
Exceptional choices include fresh
sushi appetizers and entrées that
feature free range chicken, New
York strip steak, filet mignon and
fresh lobster tail. The Benihana
dining experience provides guests
an authentic cultural adventure in
a setting of lush Japanese gardens
and flowing water features.
To make a reservation, visit
www.WestgateLasVegas.com or
call 702-732-5755 (between 8

a.m. and 4 p.m.) or 702-732-5821
(between 4 p.m. and 10:30 p.m.)
Group reservations, special group
menus and private rooms are available. Benihana is a non-smoking
restaurant.
Edge Steakhouse
Hours: Tuesday through
Saturday at 5:00 p.m.
Guests will enjoy a cutting-edge
culinary experience that blends
traditional American steakhouse
favorites with an exciting array
of specialty appetizers, creative
entrées and innovative side dishes. The menu features top quality
Aged Prime Steaks, Snake River
Farm Wagyu Beef, fresh fish and
seafood, and it includes more than
a dozen other mouth-watering
specialties and a delicious array
of desserts. To make a reservation,
visit www.WestgateLasVegas.com
or call 702-732-5755 (between 8
a.m. and 4 p.m.) or 702-732-5277
(between 4 p.m. and 10 p.m.) Group
reservations, special group menus
and private rooms are available.
Edge Steakhouse is a non-smoking
restaurant.
Fresh Buffet
Hours: Breakfast 7am-11am
(Mon-Fri), Brunch 8am-2pm (SatSun), Dinner 5pm-9pm nightly.
Casual dining with a multi-cultural inspired menu, featuring classics and favorites including carving
stations, gourmet sushi, Italian and
American.
Celebrate the “Big Game” at
Fresh Buffet. An untraditional
viewing venue with all the traditional “Tailgate” favorites and
more! From 3 p.m. to 9 p.m., Fresh
Buffet is offering an all-you-can-eat
menu, with favorites such as BBQ
ribs, bacon sliders, wings, chili
hot-dogs and a few upgrades like
crab legs and action stations, for
$40 plus tax per person, as well as
the Tailgate “TO-Go” for $20 per
person,
*****

SOULFUL EASTER AT THE
WORLD FAMOUS GOSPEL
BRUNCH AT HOUSE OF
BLUES LAS VEGAS
Feed your soul this Easter and
make this year’s holiday one to
remember by treating the whole
family to the world-famous Gospel Brunch at House of Blues Las
Vegas (inside Mandalay Bay Resort
& Casino). Families can enjoy the
southern-inspired cuisine while
taking in the holiday with special
activities and seating times. Tickets
for the Easter Gospel Brunch are
available online at HouseofBlues.
com. Groups of 10 or more can
call the House of Blues box office

at 702-632-7600 for reservations.
Easter brunch will take place
on Sunday, April 1, 2018 with two
seatings at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. The
kids will be welcomed with a special treat when they arrive to their
seat — a bountiful basket with Easter eggs filled with prizes and sweet
treats, and the Easter Bunny will
make a special appearance to take
photos and make a lasting memory. To add some fun for the entire
family, a raffle will take place for
the adults with tickets to upcoming
House of Blues performances.
Tickets for Gospel Brunch at
House of Blues are on sale now
and are priced at $54.50 (adults),
$27.50 (children 3 to 11), plus
applicable fees. Tickets can be purchased through Ticketmaster.com,
HouseofBlues.com and the House
of Blues Box Office. A portion of
ticket sales will be donated to the
House of Blues Music Forward
Foundation, a non-profit organization that provides arts and cultural
educational programs and resources
for youth in communities across the
United States.
The all-you-can-eat Gospel
Brunch is a non-denominational,
participative celebration of gospel
music to help wipe away the week’s
troubles and inspire the week
ahead. With a buffet menu that is
ever-evolving, it features southern
specialties and morning feast favorites such as tender carving stations
with oven roasted turkey breast
and prime rib, chilled prawns with
cocktail sauce, chicken jambalaya,
chicken and waffles, and an array
of salads and cold items, plus create-your-own Bloody Mary and
mimosa bars.
House of Blues Gospel Brunch
has been a staple of Sunday morning family entertainment around
the country for more than two

EMERGENCY CALL FOR
WATER AT THE SALVATION
ARMY OWENS CAMPUS
The Salvation Army Southern
Nevada is putting out an emergency call for bottled water needed to
support the work at their campus
on W. Owens Avenue near Main
Street in North Las Vegas. Their
overnight shelter, accommodating
approximately 335 nightly across
the campus, as well as meals, programs and services which assist up
to 1,000 each day have no water to
offer clients.
We are calling out to retail grocery and other outlets, companies
and individuals to help however
they are able. Please bring cases
and pallets of water to 35 W Owens
Avenue, North Las Vegas, 89030 as
soon as possible to help replenish
the supply needed. We thank the
amazing Las Vegas community in
advance for your generosity and
prompt response to our call for
help!
For further information, please

contact Juan Salinas, Assistant
Social Services Director, (702)
701-5347 or Juan.Salinas@usw.
salvationarmy.org.
*****
THE RETURN OF THE
FREE 29th ANNUAL JAZZ
IN THE PARK SERIES
Clark County Parks and Recreation kicks off summer with their
annual Jazz in the Park Concert
Series, which celebrates its 29th
year. This year, the free series will
feature Ghost-Note (featuring Nate
and Sput from the multi GRAMMY
Award-winning Band Snarky Puppy) on May 12, Bill Frisell feat. Trio
Tony Scherr & Kenny Wollesen
on May 19, Diane Schuur on May
26, The Groove Project featuring
Marcus Anderson, Oli Silk and JJ
Sansaverino on June 2 and Mindi
Abair & The Boneshakers on June
16. Seating for those with picnic
baskets, blankets, and low-back
chairs will begin at 5 p.m. with
performances beginning as early as
6:30 p.m. at the Clark County Government Center Amphitheater, 500
S. Grand Central Parkway. Food
and drinks will be available on site.
Admission and parking are free.
Jazz In the Park Series is produced by Clark County Parks
and Recreation and sponsored by
Findlay Chevrolet. Those interested
can call Clark County Parks and
Recreation at 702-455-8200 or visit
www.clarkcountynv.org/parks
Mike Kermani is an entertainment writer for the Las Vegas
Tribune newspaper. He writes a
weekly column in this newspaper.
To contact Mike Kermani, email
mkermani@ lasvegas tribune.com
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Feel the Luck of the Irish with
FANTASY this St. Patrick’s Day

By Jerry Fink
Las Vegas Tribune
The seductive ladies of FANTASY, Luxor Hotel and Casino’s
award-winning adult revue, will
offer more than a pinch for those
in green during their St. Patrick’s
Day performance on Saturday,
March 17.
Each guest who attends the St.
Patrick’s Day performance in green
attire will receive a complimentary
deck of FANTASY playing cards.
Following the show, all guests are
invited to a meet and greet opportunity with the cast for photos and
autographs.
Tickets are available for purchase at any Luxor box office,
online at fantasyluxor.com or by
calling 702.262.4400.
About FANTASY
Celebrating 18 successful years
on The Strip, FANTASY was
named “Best Female Adult Show
in Las Vegas” by InVegas in 2016.
Dynamic lead singer Lorena
Peril adds an exciting and unforgettable element with amazing
powerhouse vocals, taking center-stage alongside a talented cast
of beautiful dancers.
Popular among singles and
couples alike, the always-evolving, sexy production showcases
15 high-energy numbers set to a
variety of today’s top music genres.
While the gorgeous dancers lure
guests into their wildest fantasies,
comic relief Sean E. Cooper keeps
audiences on its toes with his

spot-on impressions of some of
pop culture’s most recognizable
personalities.
Fans may follow FANTASY
on Twitter and Instagram @fantasyluxor or like FANTASY on
Facebook at facebook.com/FantasyLuxor.
*****
KEVIN FEDERLINE IS
TURNING 40 WITH A
BANGIN’ BIRTHDAY BASH
AT CRAZY HORSE III
IN LAS VEGAS
Triple threat musician, dancer
and actor, Kevin Federline, will
celebrate his 40th birthday with a
bash and DJ gig at Crazy Horse III,
located at 3525 W. Russell Road,
starting at 11:30 p.m. on Saturday,
March 24.
Best-known for his marriage to
pop star Britney Spears, the rapper
and DJ will celebrate his birthday
at the award-winning gentlemen’s
club by partying alongside close
friends and Crazy Horse III’s stunning entertainers, also performing a
DJ set at 12:30 a.m. Federline has
recently taken over headlines with a
request for additional child support
from ex-wife Spears.
Crazy Horse III encourages
party attendees to take advantages
of the club’s complimentary limo
service, pending availability, on
its signature app or by calling
702-673-1700. The easy-to-use
Crazy Horse III app, available for
download on all mobile platforms,
allows users to personalize their

experience with features including
table reservations, bottle service
packages and dancer profiles.
About Crazy Horse III
Crazy Horse III has been named
among the “Top 3 Best Strip Clubs
in Las Vegas” by Maxim and has
won “Best of Las Vegas” awards in
the “Best Bachelor Party” and “Best
Gentlemen’s Club” categories in
2014, 2015, 2016 and 2017.
Also included in Thrillist’s “Best
Strip Clubs in Las Vegas” in 2017,
the 40,000+-square-foot venue
features hundreds of gorgeous female entertainers, stages in every
room, and a main room framing
an enormous dance platform and
lush VIP rooms. Crazy Horse III
recently introduced an innovative
app with bottle service packages,
table reservations, dancer profiles
and the ability to book complimentary limo service and pay for
accommodations prior to arriving
at the club.
Celebrities such as Carmen
Electra, Snoop Dogg and Joanna
Krupa have hosted or partied at
Crazy Horse III, plus it has become
the go-to late-night spot for DJs
like David Guetta, Skrillex, Lil Jon
and more.
Complimentary limo transportation is available, pending scheduling, by calling 702-673-1700, as
well as on the Crazy Horse III app.
More information about Crazy
Horse III is on the website at www.
crazyhorse3.com, on Twitter and
Instagram @CrazyHorse3LV and
on Facebook at www.Facebook.
com/CrazyHorse3LV.
Crazy Horse III is located at
3525 W. Russell Rd., just minutes
away from the Las Vegas Strip and
a few blocks west of I-15.
*****
CORDUROY LAUNCHES
MOSCOW ‘MULE MONDAYS’
Corduroy is giving Fremont
Street revelers a reason to raise a
copper mug on Mondays with the
launch of its weekly celebration
‘Mule Mondays’ !
The beginning-of-the-week
revelry will give guests a reason to
gather with half off of its infamous
Moscow Mules made with Ketel
One Vodka, lime juice and housemade ginger beer on draft (also
available with rye for a Frontier
Mule).
Every Monday ‘Mule Mondays’
at Corduroy will officially ‘kick’ off
at 4 pm (‘til 9 pm) with half-off the
beloved downtown watering hole’s
infamous Moscow Mules ($5.50).
To make reservations, call (702)
476-1082 or for more information,
visit cordurouylv.com.
*****
CHATEAU NIGHTCLUB TO
HOST ‘HOPS & HOGS BEER
AND FOOD FEST’
Chateau Nightclub & Rooftop
at Paris Las Vegas will present
craft beer selections and pork food
stations for its first ‘Hops & Hogs
Beer and Food Fest’ starting at 6:30
p.m. on Saturday, Mar. 31.
Set against the backdrop of

the Las Vegas Strip at sunset, the
nightclub & rooftop invite guests
to sample craft beers and a variety
of pork-inspired food stations under
the Eiffel Tower. The festival will
offer beers on tap from over 20 local
and regional craft breweries, as well
as a live DJ performance.
Tickets to the ‘Hops & Hogs
Beer and Food Fest’ start at $49.99
for general admission and $59.99
for VIP tickets, which will allow
entry to the festival one hour before opening, excluding taxes and
fees. Tickets are available now and
may be purchased online at www.
chateaunights.com.
*****

THE MOB MUSEUM
ANNOUNCES
PARTNERSHIP WITH THE
NATIONAL ATOMIC TESTING
MUSEUM TO OFFER
DISCOUNTED ADMISSION
Double the history as The Mob
Museum, the National Museum of
Organized Crime and Law Enforcement, partners with the National
Atomic Testing Museum (NATM)
to offer discounted admission when
guests visit both museums.
Guests who purchase tickets
to The Mob Museum or National
Atomic Testing Museum can present their receipt or wristband from
one museum to the other museum’s
box office to receive a 25 percent
discount off admission.
Both museums provide collection-based exhibits and learning
activities designed to foster greater
public understanding of aspects of
history with unique ties to Southern Nevada. The Mob Museum
provides a world-class, interactive
journey through true stories, from
the birth of the Mob to today’s
headlines.
The National Atomic Testing
Museum is a national science, history and educational institution that
tells the story of America’s nuclear
weapons testing programs at the
Nevada Test Site.
General admission to The Mob
Museum is $16.95 for Nevada residents and $26.95 for non-Nevada
residents at the box office. General
admission to the National Atomic
Testing Museum is $18 for Nevada residents, seniors, military and
students and $22 for non-Nevada
residents at the box office. The
discount will be applied at the box

office of either museum.
“Partnering with National Atomic Testing Museum provided a
wonderful opportunity to present
guests complementary experiences
at an attractive value,” says Ashley
Miller, senior director of marketing
and sales, The Mob Museum. “Both
museums explore the unedited truth
about intriguing aspects of history
related both to Southern Nevada
and America.”
To find more information, go to
themobmuseum.org or call (702)
229-2734.
*****
CABO WABO CANTINA
CALLS THE ‘SHOTS’ WITH
MARCH MAYHEM
VIEWING PARTIES
Beer, shots and basketball will
come together at Cabo Wabo Cantina, located inside Miracle Mile
Shops at Planet Hollywood Resort
& Casino, for all of the college
basketball tournament games from
Tuesday, March 13 through Monday, April 2.
The March Mayhem viewing
parties will include beer buckets
priced at $23 on Cabo Wabo’s Stripside patio.
Plus, Cabo Wabo will serve
the ‘Mad Platter’ made with artisan tortilla chips topped with a
house cheese blend, refried beans,
jalapeños, cotija cheese, pico de
gallo, sour cream and guacamole,
priced at $14.95; and the appetizer
sampler, served with taquitos, mini
chimichangas, wings, cheese quesadillas, nacho skillet, guacamole
and salsa arbol, priced at $26.95.
The LOFT, the luxury event
space directly above Cabo Wabo
Cantina, will display games on
multiple flat-panel, big-screen TVs
including a 200-inch video grid, a
200-inch projection screen and two
80-inch HD TVs.
Games will also be shown on
more than 25 high-definition TVs
located throughout the lower-level
cantina area, where regular menu
items will be available for purchase,
with admission prices starting at
$25.
The Mexican cantina will also
offer food and beverage packages
which include select appetizers and
beer buckets, starting at $125. VIP
packages will also be available in
the LOFT and VIP landing area
and will include exclusive private
seating. To inquire about pricing or
reservations, please contact kristen.
maurer@cabowabovegas.com.
*****
Jerry Fink is an entertainment
columnist for the Las Vegas Tribune
newspaper and writes a weekly column. To contact Fink, email him at
jfink@ lasvegastribune.com.
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Talk Show Host/Journalist Sandy interviews retired Master Magician and singer/dancer Gabriella Versace (“SEXXY” at Westgate)

Academy Awards Winners
and Sandy’s interviews

By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Interview photos by Sandy
Zimmerman, others by PR
We all have our own favorite
stars and films but the fun was
watching the Academy of Motion
Picture Arts and Sciences 90th
event as they select each category.
The winning film, “The Shape of
Water,” is a remarkable story of
love between a very lonely, deaf
female janitor with an amphibious
fish-man. “Shape” won four awards
including Best Director — Guillermo del Toro.
Sandy interview with retired
Master Magician/Documentary Producer Lance Burton and
singer/dancer Gabriella Versace
(“SEXXY”-Westgate):
Sandy: “Lance which film and
actors do you think will win the
awards?”
Lance: “Three billboards is
going to win best picture, that’s
my favorite of all of the films. I
think Frances McDormand for
the Best Actress, Gary Oldman as
Best Actor and Sam Rockwell Best
Supporting Actor.”
Sandy: “What about “The Shape
of Water? That’s an odd one!”
Lance and Gabriella laugh.
Lance: “I loved the film. I was
going to tell everybody that I was
the man in the fish suit!”
Sandy: “The fish man’s body
looks like yours without the head.”
Sandy: “She was very lonely.”
Gabriella: “You’ve got it wrong,

Gabriella Versace
(“SEXXY” at Westgate)

Academy Awards Winner for Best Film, “Shape of Water” with Sally Hawkins and the fish man.
ladies. We’re doing it wrong. We’re
Sandy: “I speak dog, if I ask to be in a show at the Louisville
trying to date the right man all these questions will he answer me?
Palace on March 24th.”
years when we should be at Lake
Lance: “No, maybe, you can
Sandy: “Kentucky and Nevada
Mead finding a sea monster and try.”
are quite similar. Do they have any
falling in love!”
Sandy: (To Lance) “You have casinos?”
Sandy: “I’m off to Lake Mead been away?”
Lance: “No, not yet, working
after the red carpet.”
Lance: “No, what’s that?”
on it.”
As Sandy turned to interview
Sandy: “You were in Kentucky,
Sandy: “Gabriella, what’s hapLance Burton his dog was looking don’t you remember. I’ll tell you.” pening in your show ‘SEXXY?’”
into her face.
Lance: “I was visiting, I’m going
Gabriella: “‘SEXXY’ has been
running close to 3-1/2 years, coming up to our 700th show. My

Showgirl Cupcake Company, everything is topless and cupcakes!”
Sandy: “I reviewed “’SEXXY”
and feel it is different from the other
topless shows.”
Gabriella: “It’s classy, we added
new routines and are having a great
time over there.”
Sandy’s make-up by Katia Simonenko at Pearl Skin Studio, 9580
W. Sahara Avenue.
90th ACADEMY
AWARDS WINNERS:
Best Film — “Shape of Water;”
Best Actor in a Leading Role, Gary
Oldman —“Darkest Hour;” Best
Actress in Leading Role, Frances McDormand —“3 Billboards
outside Ebbing, Missouri;” Best
Actor in a Supporting Role, Sam
Rockwell — “3 Billboards outside
Ebbing, Missouri;” and Best Actress in a Supporting Role, Alison
Janney-I Tanya.
The Academy Awards events
raise money for Variety, The Children’s Charity of Southern Nevada.
Variety’s mission is to build and
staff what will be the first school in
Southern Nevada for children with
special needs. For more information
visit the website: www.varietychildrenscharitysn.org.
*****
Sandy Zimmerman is a Syndicated Columnist, Show/Film and
Dining Reviewer, Travel Writer,
Photographer, and Talk Show Host
of Sandy Zimmerman’s Las Vegas
Show programs and travel specials.
Email: sandyzimm2003@yahoo.

Retired Master Magician’s scene from his previous show.
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Monumental Service:
Honoring U.S. Military Women’s History

By Parker Philpot
Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
During Women’s History Month,
the Las Vegas Tribune is focusing
on women of the military. From
today going back through U.S.
history, across dozens of global
conflicts and wars, women have
served heroically. Military women
served in peacetime, during recent
wars and in battles long past.
Veteran women have earned
their place in history, no matter
when and where they served or in
what capacity. A grateful nation
must rise and honor military women, such as the 6888th Battalion of
the all-Black Women’s Army Corps
overseas during WWII, who were
featured in Part I of this series.
Women’s History Month is
a great time to respectfully ask
the women in the family, neighborhood, faith-based groups and
elsewhere about their experiences
to learn what military service meant
to them. Many women have served
quietly without ever having a good
opportunity to present and record
their stories.
America owes a debt of gratitude
and respect to the veteran women of
yesterday and the military women
of today who are currently serving
in various branches of this nation’s
armed forces, at home and abroad.
Department of Defense records
show that more than 350,000 women are actively serving today, and
currently there are more than 2.1
million living veteran women in
the United States.
A national monument exists
to commemorate veteran women,
and a related effort is underway
to record by name each one of the
millions of women who took on
an immense responsibility and did
their jobs in uniform.
The Drive to Serve
“I knew I wanted to be in the
army from the time I was two years
old,” said Christina O, a local veteran. She did add that her other two
choices, if she absolutely couldn’t
be a soldier like her “hero” father,
were to be “either a nun or Batgirl.”
Christina refused to deny herself
that all-important first choice, and
she served her country for four
years in the U.S. Army during the
Iraq War.
Near the time she planned to
enlist, which was six months before
she turned 18-years-old, Christina
told one parent respectfully and
with certainty, “This is going to
happen one way or another.” Her
father already knew how determined she was from the age of two
after she gazed at a photograph of
him mounted on horseback during
his military service in Oklahoma,
home of the U.S. Army Cavalry.
She has never regretted her decision to join the military for even
one moment, Christina said.
There is a monument in Washington, D.C. dedicated to valiant
veteran women with that spirit of
commitment.

Monument to Service
The Women in Military Service
for America Memorial is located on
the 4.2 acre Ceremonial Entrance to
Arlington National Cemetery. It is
the only national memorial dedicated to all women who have defended
America throughout history.
The Women’s Memorial was
authorized by Congress in 1986
and dedicated on October 18, 1997.
Structurally, it is a beautiful, walkin structure with a semicircular
layout that houses an even bigger
mission.
“We tell the story of women in
the military… from the Revolutionary War to today… We believe that
[all military women] should have
their rightful place in history,” said
Public Relations Director Marilla
Cushman.
All women in military had one
thing in common: they volunteered
to join the military when they did
not have to serve.

“American military women have
always been volunteers,” Cushman
said.
The brochure states the memorial’s mission:
—Honor military women —
past present and future for their
sacrifices in defense of our nation.
—Educate the public about
their contribution and empower the
public with the personal stories and
experiences of brave patriots from
all walks of life who have chosen to
serve the cause of freedom.
—Remember those who have
paved the way.
These core aspects of the mission are designed to “change the
face of courage throughout the
narrative of American history,” it
further states.
The memorial grounds are walkable and inside there is a Memorial
Education Center with a theater, gift
shop and permanent exhibits.
Getting on the Record
Christina is not unlike millions
of other women who have served
in the military.
“I love my country,” she said in
a phone interview, adding “I did
not do it for the recognition.” That
showed in the call. As eager as

she was to speak openly about her
enthusiasm for her military experience, she was even more humble
to resist any mention of her getting
“recognition” in any significant
way for her service.
That is not uncommon to hear
from veterans, and it is commendable, indeed. It is, perhaps, one of
the many barriers that challenge the
job of a group of historians who
continually are adding to a historic
Register of women veterans in service from the Revolutionary War up
to today’s enlisted women.
One of the major undertakings
of the foundation is collection and
curation of the Register and materials submitted along with the name.
It contains of over 264,000 veteran
women. “We have names of about
ten percent [of the military women
who served],” Cushman said. They
are hoping to get much higher response in years ahead by word of
mouth and visitors on the website
and at the memorial.
The goal is to encourage every
military women to register her
name on a simple to complete form
available on the website. For any
vet who cannot complete the form
for herself or is deceased, her family or friends may submit the name.
Along with the name, Cushman
says that items of special interest
may accompany the record, such
as memorabilia, photos, recordings.
Letters and other items. The Register is not viewable online and can
be seen by visiting the monument
collections.
Locally, over 2, 000 names have
been added the Register. The first
woman from Nevada, according to
available records, was Army Sgt.
Cynthia Odum, registered by her
survivors in 1987.
Living History
The Women in Military Service
for America Memorial Foundation
is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization, supported by donations
from individuals, corporations,
organizations and state and local
governments. Contributions help
provide equipment and maintain
the Memorial Education Center,

theater and exhibit areas.
Those who donate are helping
to expand and curate the permanent artifacts collection, as well
as ensuring that the Registry of
service is maintained. The Register
of women in the military is part of
a “living history.”
The website explains the ongoing work of the project: “The
offices on the memorial’s site serve
as a repository for the memorabilia
of women who have served in or
with the U.S. Armed Forces from
the American Revolution to the
present time. Our historians and
curators conduct seminal research
on the history of servicewomen,
placing their experience within its
historical context.”
Foundation for the Future
Recording the history of military
women is important for future generations. When Christina’s military
service ended, she returned to Las
Vegas to start her family, which includes a husband who served in the
Marine Corps and a young daughter
who “wants to be a Marine, just like
her daddy.”
“Women today are doing fantastic things [finally] on an equal
footing with men,” Cushman said.
Perhaps Christina’s daughter will
follow in her parents’ bootsteps. If
so, she will also be walking on a
path paved by millions of women
that served for centuries and paved
the way for young women to follow.
The Women’s Memorial is open
for tours of the museum and accessing the exhibits 8:00 – 5:00
every day, except Christmas. For
more information about the Women’s Memorial, the Register or the
Women in Service for America
Memorial Foundation and how
to support the work of the group
through donations, visit their website at WomensMemorial.org or call
800-222-2294.
*****
Parker Philpot is a Southern
Nevada-based writer, commentator
and humorist focusing on cultural
events, community wellness and
technology. Email: philpot55@
yahoo.com.
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CITY BEAT

Barrick’s Battleborn Series awards $20,000
for solutions improving mining challenges

Cisco representatives Brad Bechtold (far left) and Daniel Fischer (far right) award the BattleBorn hackathon
winners InteliMine with a $10,000 prize. The event was held at Rob Roy’s Innevation Center in Las Vegas
Sunday, March 11, 2018.
Over the weekend, a high-inten- Sukriti Sharma, Saurabh Thakur collecting oral histories.
sity programming competition for and Bhavya Gulati. Two of the three
Congress appropriated funding
participants, part of Barrick Gold students arrived at the hackathon by for the African American Civil
Corporation’s BattleBorn series, bus from the University of Southern Rights Grants Program in 2016
bought together over 110 students, California at 2:00 a.m. on Saturday, through the Historic Preservation
entrepreneurs, professionals and missing the first key night of the Fund (HPF). The HPF uses revenue
industry leaders to solve innovation event. Their tremendous effort and from federal oil leases on the Outer
challenges in the mining industry. persistence helped them win the Continental Shelf, providing assisBattleBorn, made possible by BattleBorn Prize.
tance for a broad range of preserCisco, Switch and Unearthed,
Silicon Foundry, an innovation vation projects without expending
provided Nevada’s innovation and platform with deep ties in Silicon tax dollars. For the second year
technology community with an Valley, offered the winning team of this grants program, Congress
opportunity to build skills, scale exposure to its network and startup increased funding from $8 million
ventures and engage with talent best practices.
to $13 million in 2017.
via boot camps, a hackathon and a
“The ultimate goal of BattleBorn
Grant-supported projects instartup exchange.
help grow Nevada’s technology clude surveys and documentation,
Hackathon participants were and innovation community” said interpretation and education, oral
given 54 hours to develop new an- Michael Brown, President, Bar- histories, architectural services,
alytical solutions to assist with one rick USA. “The resource industry historic structure reports, planning,
of the four real world challenges is ripe for disruption and Barrick and physical preservation.
Barrick Gold Corporation currently wants to be the leader in inno*****
faces.
vation. Barrick is grateful to our
The judging panel was com- technology partners who made the
prised of Barrick chief innova- BattleBorn series possible, and we
tion officer Michelle Ash, Cisco appreciate the talented innovators
ventures manager Daniel Fischer, who participated in the hackathon
Arundo Analytics chief technology and helped generate fresh ideas for
officer Jeff Jensen and Natilus chief our industry.”
executive officer and co-founder
On March 12, the Startup ExAleksey Matyushev.
change, an exhibition-style event,
Candidates were judged based showcased early-stage ventures
on creativity, potential impact, ease from around the world.
of use and viability to scale.
All events took place from
Prizes totaling $20,000 were March 3 to 12 at Rob Roy’s InneHelp patients rebound
awarded to the top teams. Winners, vation Center, powered by Switch,
by giving blood
were selected from 19 submissions, located at 6795 S Edmond Street,
In March, while basketball
including:
Las Vegas, NV 89118.
teams are fighting for the chance
—1st place ($10,000 cash
*****
to be crowned champions, patients
prize): Developed a predictive
Interior and National Park
battling cancer and other illnesses
model that informs shovel operService announce $46,032
are fighting for their lives. The
ators on mine sites, the optimum
in African American Civil
American Red Cross is asking
time required to begin digging in
Rights Grants to Nevada
blood donors to help patients
preparation for the arrival of a haul
The U.S. Department of the rebound by making a lifesaving
truck. Their system has the potential Interior and the National Park Ser- donation this spring.
to significantly improve efficiency vice announced $46,032 in African
Middle school basketball player
on Barrick’s sites. This team, from American Civil Rights Grants to Olivia Stoy received blood and
Modular Mining Systems in Tuc- Nevada. The money will go to the platelet transfusions during treatson, Arizona include Megan Pinela, Nevada State Historic Preservation ment for T lymphoblastic lymphoAvinash Tiwari, Christopher Utter, Office for The African American ma. With the help of blood and
Daniel Kapellusch and Marcelo Experience in Nevada: An Historic platelet donations, the 14- year-old
Cabral.
Context Project.
has returned to the basketball court
—2nd place ($5,000 cash
The funds are part of $12.6 mil- and, more importantly, beat cancer.
prize): Developed a durable box lion in grants for 51 projects in 24
“We are so thankful that the
that connects to sensors on mining states that preserve sites and high- blood products were available to
equipment, allowing workers to light stories related to the African Olivia for the almost two years of
easily identify equipment via RFiD American struggle for equality in her treatment. They have made it
tags and view data output. Their the 20th century.
possible for Olivia to regain her
product service provides a stream“An integral part of the Interior strength and get back to doing the
lined process for submitting work and National Park Service mission activities she loves,” said Megan
orders, alerting Barrick’s operators is to help preserve and tell Ameri- Stoy, Olivia’s mother.
when maintenance is required on ca’s story,” said U.S. Secretary of
Donors of all blood types are
equipment. The team, comprised of the Interior Ryan Zinke. “These needed to help ensure that the Red
students from the Colorado School grants will benefit projects, like Cross can collect more than 13,000
of Mines, include Ethan Bond, Seth The African American Experience blood and platelet donations needed
Jacob Asadi, Josh Rands and Matt in Nevada, all across the nation to every day for patients like Olivia.
Wojnoski.
help tell an essential piece of that
Giving blood takes less time
—Young Innovator Award story through the African Amer- than it takes to watch a single bas($2,500 + present on stage at Min- ican struggle for civil rights and ketball game. Make an appointment
ing & Exploration International equality.”
to donate blood by downloading
Conference & Expo 2018, Sep“Through the work and engage- the free Red Cross Blood Donor
tember 6-8 cash prize): Developed ment of public and private partners, App, visiting redcrossblood.org or
a scheduling system for use of fans these grants will preserve a defining calling 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800in Barrick’s underground Cortez part of our nation’s diverse history,” 733-2767).
mine. Using sensor data for moni- National Park Service Deputy DiUpcoming blood donation
toring real-time carbon monoxide, rector Dan Smith said. “By working
opportunities March 16-31:
oxygen, humidity, temperature with local communities to preserve
CLARK
and diesel particulate matter in these historic places and stories,
Henderson
air, their system can significantly we will help tell a more complete
3/22/2018: 12 p.m. - 5 p.m.,
reduce costs and energy use for narrative of the African American Water Street District Business AsBarrick. Team members, comprised experience in the pursuit of civil sociation, 240 South Water Street,
of students from the University of rights.”
Annex Building - Farmers Market
Nevada, Las Vegas include Saju
Projects receiving grants this
3/22/2018: 2 p.m. - 7 p.m., EldoVarghese, Julio Figueroa, Cristina year include those that will preserve rado Stake Henderson - Arrowhead
Hernandez Castro and Maria Ra- resources like a baseball stadium Ward, 801 Arrowhead Trail
mos Gonzalez.
used by the Negro National League
3/23/2018: 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.,
—Barrick BattleBorn Award in Paterson, New Jersey; the home Mercedes of Henderson, 925 Auto
($2,500 cash prize): Developed a of civil rights activist Mary Church Show Drive
Business Intelligence Dashboard Terrell in Washington, D.C.; and
Las Vegas
that provides real-time insights and the last standing African American
3/16/2018: 8 a.m. - 1 p.m., Rinkey indicators to make it easier for officers’ club at Fort Huachuca, con Technology Inc., 6165 S. Valley
Barrick’s risk managers to assess Arizona. Grant projects also include View Blvd., Suite F & G
and predict social, economic and statewide surveys to identify less3/16/2018: 10:30 a.m. - 3:30
political risk associations with min- er-known civil rights sites, planning p.m., Findlay Honda, 7494 W.
ing ventures. Team members were exhibits and interpretive trails, and Azure Drive

3/17/2018: 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.,
Hillcrest Dental, 3350 Novat St,
Ste 145
3/20/2018: 8 a.m. - 1 p.m., EOS
Fitness- Sahara, 8125 W Sahara
Ave, #100
3/26/2018: 2 p.m. - 7 p.m.,
Grace in the Desert, 2004 Spring
Gate Lane
3/30/2018: 10:45 a.m. - 4 p.m.,
Sahara West Library, 9600 W Sahara Ave
3/31/2018: 9 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.,
Whole Foods - Town Square, 6689
S Las Vegas Blvd
Mesquite
3/27/2018: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m., Primex Plastics, 752 Turtleback Road
North Las Vegas
3/23/2018: 8 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.,
North Vista Hospital, 1920 N.
Bruce St.
NYE
Pahrump
3/17/2018: 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.,
Pahrump Valley High School, 501
E. Calvada
How to donate blood
Simply download the American
Red Cross Blood Donor App, visit
redcrossblood.org or call 1-800RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) to
make an appointment or for more
information. All blood types are
needed to ensure a reliable supply
for patients. A blood donor card or
driver’s license or two other forms
of identification are required at
check-in. Individuals who are 17
years of age in most states (16 with
parental consent where allowed
by state law), weigh at least 110
pounds and are in generally good
health may be eligible to donate
blood. High school students and
other donors 18 years of age and
younger also have to meet certain
height and weight requirements.
Blood and platelet donors can
save time at their next donation by
using RapidPass® to complete their
pre-donation reading and health
history questionnaire online, on
the day of their donation, before
arriving at the blood drive. To get
started, follow the instructions at
redcrossblood.org/RapidPass or use
the Blood Donor App.
About the American Red Cross
The American Red Cross shelters, feeds and provides emotional
support to victims of disasters;
supplies about 40 percent of the
nation’s blood; teaches skills that
save lives; provides international
humanitarian aid; and supports
military members and their families. The Red Cross is a not-forprofit organization that depends
on volunteers and the generosity
of the American public to perform
its mission. For more information,
please visit redcross.org or cruzrojaamericana.org, or visit us on
Twitter at @RedCross.
*****
Nevada Receives a ‘D’
for Gun Safety Laws
Giffords Law Center to Prevent Gun Violence released the
latest edition of its Annual Gun
Law Scorecard, which grades and
ranks each state on the strength of
its gun laws. This comprehensive,
50-state analysis clearly shows how
stronger gun laws like background
checks help reduce gun death rates
and save lives. This year, Nevada’s
grade on gun safety dropped from
a C- to a D.
While Nevada succeeded last
year in strengthening laws prohibiting domestic violence offenders
and stalkers from buying guns, the
state failed to enforce fundamental
background check laws and does
not yet impose a waiting period or
registration requirement for purchasing firearms.
In fact, the scorecard shows
that the majority of states could
do more:
“Every day in America, more
than 100 Americans die from gun
violence. While this crisis is impacting families in every community, in every state, we know its toll

disproportionately hits states with
weaker gun laws the hardest,” said
Robyn Thomas, executive director
of Giffords Law Center to Prevent
Gun Violence. “Year after year, our
research shows that states that get
serious about passing stronger gun
violence prevention laws have a
much better chance of reducing the
number of deaths linked to firearms.
This scorecard should be a wake-up
call to the half of the nation that
have failing grades that they are on
notice. No one can credibly claim
that nothing can be done to stop this
epidemic, which takes the lives of
nearly 100 Americans every day.
The Gun Law Scorecard should inspire elected leaders, activists, and
concerned citizens to take action.”
The Annual Gun Law Scorecard makes clear that there is a
significant opportunity to address
the nation’s gun violence epidemic
if more states act. Since 2014 the
gun death rate has been rising, with
gun deaths jumping 8 percent from
2014 to 2015 and another 7 percent
from 2015 to 2016. That resulted
in the deaths of 38,000 people in
2016 — the deadliest year for gun
deaths since 1993.
Of the 10 states with the lowest
gun death rates, eight have some
of the strongest gun laws in the
country, receiving a B or better. All
eight also have passed private-sale
background checks. Those eight
states are:Massachusetts; Rhode
Island; New York; Hawaii; Connecticut; New Jersey; California
and Washington.
Yet, even with such powerful
data showing that states with stronger gun laws have lower death rates,
many states have done nothing. The
10 states with the highest gun death
rates have some of the weakest gun
laws in the nation — with all 10
receiving an F the Gun Law Scorecard. They are, in order of deadliness: Alaska; Alabama; Louisiana;
Mississippi; Oklahoma; Montana;
Missouri; New Mexico; Arkansas
and South Carolina.
States continue trend of
passing stronger gun laws
The scores for some states reflect
the continued efforts of Giffords
to help lawmakers in state capitols
pass strong gun safety measures.
Six states — North Dakota, New
Jersey, Nevada, Rhode Island,
Tennessee, Utah — received additional points for new domestic
violence laws, with Tennessee
raising its grade from an F to a D-.
The state established procedures to
ensure domestic abusers surrender
firearms after becoming prohibited. Other states enacted laws to
prohibit domestic violence misdemeanants and subjects of domestic
violence restraining orders from
possessing guns.
Five states — New York, Illinois, California, Massachusetts,
and Connecticut — received more
points for funding urban gun violence intervention and prevention
programs, which are remarkably
effective at saving lives. Last
December, Giffords Law Center,
in partnership with PICO National Network and the Community
Justice Reform Coalition, released
a landmark report, Investing in
Intervention: The Critical Role of
State-Level Support in Breaking
the Cycle of Urban Gun Violence,
which highlights innovative programs in three states that dramatically reduce levels of gun violence
in impacted communities.
Another state, Oregon, received
additional points for enacting an
Extreme Risk Protection Order
law that empowers families and
law enforcement to petition a court
to temporarily remove guns from
people proven to be at risk to themselves or others. Oregon’s Governor
Kate Brown signed an ERPO bill
into law after members of Giffords’
Oregon Coalition testified on behalf
of the bill and urged Oregon leaders
to pass it.
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Leadership in a word: Mentors
By Doug Dickerson
“Seek out counsel and be a
mentor to people, because they
learn how to be mentors.” — Cathy
Engelbert
Word study
—a friend of Odysseus entrusted
with the education of Odysseus’ son
Telemachus
2a: a trusted counselor or guide
—a mentor who, because he is
detached and disinterested, can hold
up a mirror to us —P. W. Keve
b : tutor, coach
—The student sought a mentor
in chemistry.
—Source: Merriam-Webster
A word about mentors
Long before John Maxwell,
Jim Collins, Andy Stanley, Simon
Sinek, Patrick Lencioni and many
others who have inspired me on my
leadership journey; there was Dr.
Tom Wilson.
It was in Dr. Wilson’s organizational behavior and leadership
class at Southeastern University

DoUg DICkErsoN
more than thirty years where the
flame and passion for leadership
was ignited in me.
We bonded quick and shared a
passion for reading. We’d exchange
books and talk about them. He was
a challenging professor but caring.
He inspired and prodded us to become our best and did it in a way

that if he said we were going to
charge hell with squirt guns we’d
all sign up and do it.
But most of all, he was a mentor. And for that, I will forever be
grateful. With great sadness, I’ve
learned of his recent passing. He
will be remembered fondly and
missed greatly.
As I reflect on what Dr. Wilson
meant to me personally, I can’t help
but think of the impact and importance each of us has for mentors
in our lives. After more than thirty
years removed from his classes and
more than a few gray hairs now, I
am more intentional about the impact I can have in the lives of others.
Writing the Harvard Business
Review, Jack Zenger addresses
the critical need for leadership
training at an earlier age. HIs research shows that the average age
of supervisors entering leadership
training is 42. However, the average
age of supervisors is 33. Simply
put, we are waiting much too long

BEHIND THE MIKE

Two Fathers

By Michael A. Aun
When I roam the sidelines at St.
Cloud High School acting as the
world’s oldest and crankiest ball
boy for Bulldog freshmen, junior
varsity and varsity football teams,
I sometimes get to know some of
the kids.
Many think I am a coach who
just never shows up to practice.
Others know my son Cory is the
Strength and Conditioning Coach
for all St. Cloud athletes in all
sports. Some privately come to me
to thank me for all Cory has done
for them, calling him a “second
father” or the “father I never had.”
While grateful for their comments, I am somewhat saddened
that many of these kids never had
a “father” influence in their life. It
breaks my heart to know they don’t
have a parent in the stands and
many have no father in their lives.
I have been blessed to have two
fathers. I have often written about
my dad, “Michael A,” a genuine
war hero and a proud member of
the greatest generation. When he
died in 1997, my father-in-law,
Paul Thiel, became something of a
“surrogate father” to me.
My in-laws would visit us often
in Florida and Christine and I spent
many a day on Lake Murray in
Columbia, SC with them at their
home. Sadly, he recently died at
the age of 91after a long and fruitful life.
Like my own dad, he was head
of a typical Catholic family. The
Thiel’s had eight children and there
were 11 in my family.
I actually met my wife and her
dad when my own father was contracted to reconstruct the interior
of his heavy equipment dealership
State Machinery in West Columbia, SC in the early 70’s. Christine
worked for him while attending
Nursing School at the University
of South Carolina.
A Mechanical Engineer who
graduated from Marquette University by profession, Paul marched
to his own drumbeat. Unlike his
peers, he left the safe confines of the
corporate world to build a business
for himself.
Later in life, he would actually
become my partner in ERA — Aun

MICHAEL A. AUN
Realty Group when he sold his
dealership. I also had the privilege
of introducing him to Toastmasters.
Ultimately, he became an instructor,
teaching South Carolina Real Estate
Licensing and authoring many of
the manuals the state used for years.
Paul was a terrific father but
more importantly a devoted husband for nearly seven decades to
Rita, a young nursing graduate of
St. Francis College with whom he
fell in love.
As I stood recently to do his
Eulogy, I noted how much his life
paralleled my own dad’s. “Michael
A” was an Army hero with multiple
purple hearts and a Silver Star for
bravery.
President Ronald Reagan once
said, “Some people live an entire
lifetime and wonder if they ever
made a difference in the world. A
veteran doesn’t have that problem.”
President George Bush called them
“The 99 percent who keep the other

one percent safe.”
A member of the greatest generation, Paul enlisted at the age of
17 in the U.S. Navy during WWII.
He was a “plank owner” of the USS
Repose AH-16 and served in the
then top secret rate of Radarman
3rd Class Petty Officer.
Paul was awarded the U. S.
Navy Good Conduct Medal, the
China Service Medal, the American Campaign Medal, the Asiatic
Pacific Campaign Medal, The
World War II Victory Medal, the
Navy Occupation Medal (Asia), the
China War Memorial Medal and the
Cold War Recognition Certificate.
He was recently recognized for
his services to this nation when he
was chosen for the WW II Honor
Flight to Washington, DC along
with many of his fellow WW II
Veterans.
Those who have never served
will never fully understand the sacrifices veterans like Paul made both
in times of peace and of war. Henry
David Thoreau once wrote “If a
man does not keep pace with his
companions, perhaps it is because
he hears a different drummer. Let
him step to the music he hears, no
matter how measured or far away.”
Guys like Paul and my dad
marched to their own drumbeat.
That’s what made them so special
and why they will always be remembered so fondly.
*****
Michael Aun is a syndicated
columnist and writes a weekly column for this newspaper. To contact
Michael Aun, email him at maun@
lasvegastribune.com.
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to equip them with the leadership
skills needed to succeed.
The simple truth is this — we
need mentors who can impart their
wisdom and knowledge on to us.
As leaders, we never stop learning
and we must never stop growing.
Mentors can speak truth into our
lives and help us keep a healthy
perspective.
My purpose — my why is about
developing, inspiring, and mentoring as many leaders as I can. That
passion, in large part, was because
one professor cared enough to pour
into the lives of his students in ways
he probably never realized.
Thank you, Dr. Wilson and
Godspeed.
Mentoring quotes
“ The best way a mentor can
prepare another leader is to expose
him or her to other great people.”
— John Maxwell
“Colleagues are a wonderful
thing, but mentors, that’s where the
real work gets done.” — Junot Diaz
“The delicate act of mentoring
is someone is not creating them in
your own image, but giving them
the opportunity to create themselves.” — Steven Spielberg

“My best mentor is a mechanicand he never left the sixth grade.
By any competency measure, he
doesn’t have it. But the perspective
he brings to me and my life is, bar
none, the most helpful.” — Brendon
Burchard
A final word
Being a mentor is one of the
greatest gifts you can give. Be it in
your house of worship, community,
company, or otherwise enriching
the life of a child — mentoring is
one of the greatest acts of leadership and service.
Note: Leadership In A Word is
my writing theme for 2018. Each
week the focus will be on a word
that impacts you as a leader. My
style is new but my message and
commitment to delivering fresh
leadership insight to you are the
same. It’s my sincere desire to
help you grow as a leader and to
partner with you in reaching your
full potential.
*****
Doug Dickerson is a syndicated
columnist. He writes a weekly column for this newspaper. To contact
Doug Dickerson, email him at
ddickerson@ lasvegastribune.com.
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Social Security awareneSS

An Ominous Sign for Social Security from Congress

It’s been five years since this last happened. Should you be worried?

By Sean Williams
Motley Fool
Social Security is a program
that’s leaned upon by tens of millions of retired Americans each
and every month. The November
update from the Social Security
Administration shows that almost
42.4 million retired workers were
receiving a monthly benefit, and
that 62 percent of these workers
were reliant on that monthly stipend
to account for at least half of their
income. But despite guidance from
the SSA that Social Security should
only be counted on to replace about
40 percent of retirees’ working
wages, it would appear it’s being
leaned on for much more than that.
This makes what I’m about to
tell you particularly worrisome: Social Security is in imminent trouble.
The clock is ticking
on Social Security
According to the Social Security
Board of Trustees’ 2017 report, the
program is just a few years away
from a major shift. By 2022, for
first time in almost four decades,
Social Security’s Trust is expected
to pay out more in benefits than
it’ll collect in revenue. The reasons
for this shift? Look no further than
the ongoing retirement of baby
boomers, increasing longevity
over many decades, and growing
income inequality that’s allowed
the rich to live longer and pull in a
higher monthly benefit check than
lower-income retirees.
But this is just the beginning of
problems for Social Security. By
2034, the Trustees are forecasting
that the Trust’s $3 trillion in asset
reserves will have been completely
exhausted. The good news, if there
is any to be had here, is that Social
Security can’t go bankrupt thanks
to its payroll tax. As long as Americans keep working and earning income, the payroll tax will continue
collecting revenue that can be disbursed to beneficiaries. However,
the depletion of the asset reserves
would confirm that the current
payout schedule is unsustainable,
and according to the Trustees may
require an across-the-board cut in
benefits of up to 23 percent.
In even easier to understand
terms, Social Security needs to
raise an estimated $12.5 trillion in
revenue between 2034 and 2091 if
benefit cuts on current and future
retirees are to be avoided — and
the only entity that can make that
happen is Congress.
Democrats and Republicans
have countless ideas on
how to “fix” Social Security
Make no mistake about it: Democrats and Republicans usually
have no shortage of ideas on how
to fix America’s most important
social program.
Democrats generally favor two
core principles to resolve Social
Security’s biggest issues: increasing or eliminating the maximum
taxable earnings cap associated
with the payroll tax, and utilizing
the Consumer Price Index for the
Elderly (CPI-E) as the programs’
inflationary tether.
Currently, workers owe a 12.4
percent payroll tax to Social Security on earned income between
$0.01 and $128,400. This means
that around 90 percent of workers
owe tax on every single dollar
they earn, while around one in 10
workers who earns above $128,400

is able to avoid Social Security’s
payroll tax on some of their income.
Many Democrats want this practice

to end, such that wealthier workers
are required to pay more into the
system.

Furthermore, by switching to
the CPI-E, the spending habits of
seniors will take precedence when

calculating the inflationary raise
that beneficiaries receive most
years. The assumption is that it’ll
result in higher annual cost-of-living adjustments.
On the other hand, Republicans
favor reducing long-term expenditures by raising the full retirement
age to account for increased longevity and by switching the programs’
inflationary tether to the Chained
CPI.
Your full retirement age, which
is determined by your birth year, is
the age where the SSA deems you
eligible to receive 100 percent of
your retirement benefit. It’ll cap
at age 67 by the year 2022. If the
GOP has its way, it’ll increase the
full retirement age to 68, 69, or 70.
By doing so, future retirees would
either have to wait longer to receive
their full payout, thus receiving
fewer years of benefit payments in
the process, or they’d be accepting
a steeper reduction in their monthly
payout by claiming early, which
would also reduce lifetime payouts.
(See Williams, Page 27)
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It all comes down to dollars and cents.

What Raising Social Security’s
Retirement Age Really Means

Williams

stop to look at the actual impact on
benefits that would occur.
Does a higher retirement
age really affect behavior?
The way that most people discuss
potential increases in the retirement
age suggests that people would end
up working longer. There’s an idea
that most people used to work until
hitting 65. When the Social Security
full retirement age and the age for
claiming Medicare were aligned at
that same 65-year-old point, there
were multiple reasons why people
would target 65 as a prospective
retirement date.
Yet when it comes to claiming
actual benefits, few people wait
that long, and the rise in retirement
age to 66 and subsequently toward
67 has shown no signs of reversing
that trend. More people claim at 62,
when early Social Security benefits

first become available to workers,
than at any other age. That fact
hasn’t changed markedly even with
changes in the full retirement age
under the program.
Higher full retirement age
+ no change in claiming
behavior = benefit cut
When lawmakers advocate for
higher retirement ages without
making similar changes to the age
for collecting early benefits, then
net impact is simply to cut monthly benefits to retirees. The exact
amount depends on the age at which
you’d claim, but in general, benefits
go down between 5 and 10 percent
for every year that the retirement
age goes up.
Similar cuts would occur under
current law if retirement ages were
increased from 67 to higher levels.
Proponents argue that giving

NORTH AMER I CA’S

early retirees the chance to get at
least some benefits is better than
simply eliminating the ability to
claim early at all. Yet with many
people relying on Social Security
for the bulk of their retirement income, reducing that amount further
from current levels is a recipe for
financial disaster for millions of
Americans.
Consider the consequences
There’s no easy solution to
Social Security’s financial woes,
and other proposals to shore up the
system would also have impacts on
participants and the American public as a whole. As lawmakers come
up with new ideas, you’ll want to
look at them closely to see what
the true impact is likely to be. Only
if you’re comfortable with all the
consequences does it make sense to
support one proposal over another.
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(Continued from Page 26)
For the GOP, the Chained CPI
takes into account a process known
as substitution, whereby consumers will trade down to a cheaper
good or service if a preferred one
becomes too pricey. Using the
Chained CPI as the program’s
inflationary tether would result
in smaller annual cost-of-living
adjustments, thusly saving Social
Security money over the long run.
An ominous sign?
However, a review of all congressional proposals in the House
and Senate that would impact the
Trust’s solvency led me to an ominous finding: It’s been five years
since Congress has gone this long
without a Social Security proposal
being made.
Take a look at the history of congressional proposals affecting the
program’s solvency for yourself.
Usually, every month or every other
month a member of Congress develops a proposal to reform Social
Security. Now, mind you, it doesn’t
mean that the proposal necessarily
gets very far in either house of Congress, but it brings to attention the
urgency of the looming issues with
America’s most important social
program. The last time a proposal
was brought to the table was all
the way back on Sept. 19, 2017
— nearly four months ago. That’s
the longest we’ve gone without a
proposal since a stretch between
Sept. 12, 2012, and March 8, 2013.
It’s certainly possible that Congress has been tied up with other
important issues in the interim,
such as tax reform, and crafting a
federal spending bill. Then again,
a lack of Social Security proposals
might also indicate just how divided America’s two major parties are.
In other words, it’s very unlikely
that any major Social Security
reforms are going to come about
without the two parties finding
some common ground.
Could a lack of proposals from
Congress signal a sense of defeat
in passing reforms anytime soon?
As much as I hate to say it, it’s
possible, and it’s an ominous sign
for the future of the program.
Long story short, if I were a
working-age American with 10 or
more years to go before reaching
the eligibility age to claim benefits,
I’d be doing everything possible
(saving diligently and investing in
the stock market) to reduce my expected reliance on Social Security
income during retirement.
Sean Williams has been writing
for Motley Fool since 2010, and a
graduate from UC San Diego with
a B.A. in Economics, Sean specializes in the healthcare sector and
investment planning. You’ll often
find him writing about Obamacare,
marijuana, drug and device development, Social Security, taxes,
retirement issues and general
macroeconomic topics of interest.

history to see how such ideas have
played out in the past. Back in the
early 1980s, a grand compromise
between President Ronald Reagan
and a Democratic-controlled Congress led to a gradual increase in the
retirement age. Over the course of
nearly 40 years, the retirement age
went from 65 to 67, with a long
break in the middle at 66. Currently,
those who have turned 62 in the
past year have started to see slightly
older retirement ages, and the age
will rise in two-month increments
annually before topping out at 67.
Now, lawmakers are looking
at similar proposals for the future.
Ages of between 68 and 70 have
been suggested for a possible new
law, with the same arguments about
economic stability of the program
supporting the moves. Yet amid
most of the proposals, few actually
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By Dan Caplinger
Motley Fool
Social Security faces a longterm financial crisis. The demographic bump of baby boomers that
have been retiring in recent years
will continue to flow into the Social
Security system for many years
to come, and the corresponding
outflow of Social Security benefits
will not only use up all available
payroll tax revenue but also eat into
Social Security trust fund reserves.
Current projections suggest that by
the mid-2030s, Social Security will
have a shortfall that leaves roughly
a quarter of scheduled benefits
unfunded.
Many lawmakers see raising
the full retirement age for Social
Security benefits as a potential
solution to the program’s financial
woes. Proponents cite the rise in
life expectancies and the resulting
shift in demand for Social Security
as reasons to modify the retirement
age upward. Yet with many of the
proposals to raise the retirement
age, the net impact likely won’t
be to get people to claim Social
Security later but rather simply to
reduce what they receive when they
do claim.
The history of Social
Security’s retirement age
Proposals to increase the retirement age for Social Security aren’t
new. One need only look back at
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Three reasons retirees should look
both ways when crossing Wall Street
By Mario Henry
Most Americans don’t trust Wall
Street. Yet many will put the bulk of
their retirement savings in the stock
market’s hands.
The increasing disappearance of
company pensions and the growing
popularity of the 401(k) shifted the
retirement-planning paradigm from
employer to employee over the last
30 years, pouring billions of dollars
into the stock market.
Now nearly half of the 127
million American workers who
put in at least 35 hours per week
participate in 401(k)s.
On the other hand, less than
a third of Americans in a recent
Bloomberg National Poll said they
had a favorable view of Wall Street.
The low approval rating (31 percent) is unchanged since the 2008
financial crisis.
Against this backdrop of cyni-

cism are the vagaries of the stock
market itself. Some financial ex-

perts think that, given market
unpredictability and a less clear

How Medicare covers mental health
By Greg Dill
Let’s hope it never happens, but
there may come a time in your life
when you need mental health care.
Your Medicare covers a wide variety of such services, in both hospital
inpatient and outpatient settings.
If you have Medicare Part A
(hospital insurance), you’re eligible for mental health services
when you’re admitted to a hospital
as an inpatient. You can get these
services either in a general hospital
or a psychiatric hospital that only
cares for people with mental health
conditions.
If you’re in a psychiatric hospital
(instead of a general hospital), Part
A only pays for up to 190 days of
inpatient psychiatric hospital services during your lifetime.
Medicare pays for inpatient hospital stays on the basis of “benefit
periods.” A benefit period begins
the day you’re admitted to a hospital as an inpatient. It ends when
you haven’t received any inpatient
care for 60 days in a row.
If you go into a hospital after
one benefit period has ended, a new
benefit period begins. You must pay
the inpatient hospital deductible
($1,340 in 2018) for each benefit
period.
There’s no limit to the number
of benefit periods you can have. But
remember, there’s a lifetime limit of
190 days for inpatient psychiatric
hospitals.
After you pay the deductible,
Medicare covers inpatient hospital
care for the first 60 days with no
coinsurance on your part for each
benefit period.
For days 61-90, your coinsurance is $335 per day of each benefit
period.
If you’re in the hospital beyond
90 days, your coinsurance is $670
per “lifetime reserve day” for each
benefit period (you have up to 60
reserve days over your lifetime).
In addition, you’ll pay 20 percent of the Medicare-approved
amount for mental health services
you get from doctors and other
providers while you’re a hospital
inpatient.
Your Medicare Part B (medical
insurance) covers partial hospitalization in some cases.
Partial hospitalization provides
a structured program of outpatient
psychiatric services as an alternative to inpatient psychiatric care.
It’s more intense than care you get
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—Remember the recession?
Many people haven’t recovered
from the 2008 debacle, Henry
points out. “It was more than a
cautionary tale,” he says. “It had a
huge impact on retirement savings.
Going forward, it’s important to
note a 401(k) usually benefits the
higher earners because the middleand lower-income workers often
don’t have the tools to manage their
accounts successfully.”
—Fickle or under-funded
401(k)s. Many workers aren’t able
to put enough into their retirement
plans. The ante has gone up with
people generally living longer and
needing funds for 25 to 30 years or
more. “Also, it’s impossible to be
immune from the risk that the stock
market can dive as you approach
retirement,” Henry says. “And,
some people will inevitably make
bad investment choices.”
“I do believe Wall Street has a
part to play in someone’s investment portfolio,” Henry says, “but
to be 100 percent dependent on a
system for your retirement saving
that isn’t proven to perpetuate your
income is not a wise strategy.”
Mario Henry (www.cya411.
com), a former National Football
League player, is a financial services professional with 18 years of
experience in the industry and author of How to Hire Your House, an
innovative guide on how to create
a tax-free pension and sustain sufficient income through retirement.
Mario also is a licensed insurance
broker and a national motivational
speaker. He was a wide receiver
with the NFL’s New England Patriots and a scholarship football
player at Rutgers University.
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GreG Dill
in a doctor’s or therapist’s office.
This treatment is provided during
the day and doesn’t require an
overnight stay.
Medicare helps cover partial
hospitalization services when
they’re provided through a hospital outpatient department or
community mental health center.
Along with partial hospitalization,
Medicare may cover occupational
therapy that’s part of your mental
health treatment and/or individual
patient training and education about
your condition.
Medicare only covers partial
hospitalization if the doctor and
the partial hospitalization program
accept Medicare as full payment.
For Part B to cover a partial
hospitalization program, you must
meet certain requirements, and your
doctor must certify that you would
otherwise need inpatient treatment.
Under Part B, you pay a percentage of the Medicare-approved
amount for each service you get
from a doctor or other qualified
mental health professional if they
accept Medicare rates.
You also pay coinsurance for
each day of partial hospitalization
services provided in a hospital
outpatient setting or community
mental health center. The Part B
deductible ($183 in 2018) applies
as well.
Your doctor or other health care
provider may recommend you get
services more often than Medicare
covers. Or they may recommend
services that Medicare doesn’t
cover. If this happens, you may
have to pay some or all of the costs.
It’s important to ask questions so
you understand why your doctor
is recommending certain services
and whether Medicare will pay
for them.
All of the above applies to

people with Original Medicare. If
you’re in a Medicare Advantage
(Part C) health plan, check with
the plan for details of how it covers
mental health care.
For more information on your
Medicare mental health benefits,
I recommend this detailed brochure: https://www.medicare.gov/
Pubs/pdf/10184-Medicare-Mental-Health-Bene.pdf.
Greg Dill is Medicare’s regional
administrator for Arizona, California, Nevada, Hawaii, and the
Pacific Territories. You can always
get answers to your Medicare questions by calling 1-800-MEDICARE
(1-800-633-4227).

financial path to retirement than it
was decades ago, leaning on stocks
primarily for retirement funds poses
a heightened risk.
“The ceiling always falls. And
whereas pensions provided a measure of stability — set payouts
based on a percentage of income —
the 401(k) is a huge gamble,” says
Mario Henry (www.cya411.com), a
financial services professional and
author of How to Hire Your House.
“Meanwhile, according to Benefits Pro, about $5 trillion is invested
in 401(k) accounts managed by
Wall Street, but who’s really benefitting? An individual pays into a
personal investment account with
no guarantees. Everything points
back to people investing in stocks
that ultimately make Wall Street
wealthier. Too many people who
invest their retirement savings in
the market aren’t able to retire and
prosper.”
Henry lists three reasons he
thinks taking a retirement road
down Wall Street can be bumpy
or worse:
—Retirement – pension =
pressure to invest. Pensions
brought certainty for generations of
retirees. Then the economic model
shifted dramatically, putting much
more of the planning pressure on
the employees. “We are living in
the first generation that largely will
be without a pension,” Henry says.
“People who are in a quiet panic
about having enough for retirement
are vulnerable to bad investment
advice and high fees. Often they
get caught up in the idea of a longterm bull market and don’t know
about or explore other investment
options.”
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What You
Need To
Know
By Dr Nina Radcliff

Daylight Saving Time —
Health Risks of Losing an
Hour of Precious Sleep
By Dr. Nina Radcliff, MD
Facts are that losing just one
hour of sleep affects your mental
and physical health. And as our
nation works to improve health,
the sleep messages are right: we
all need to take action every day
to ensure we get the quality sleep
needed every night, including the
number of hours.
But now it’s here — what some
call our nationally scheduled “sleep
disruption”; or, as most know it,
Daylight Saving Time (DST). And
its perceived benefits and joys
aside, generally it is that time when
each of us are essentially pulled
from sleep an hour earlier because
our clocks “spring forward.”
Interestingly, as we change our
sleep-wake schedules by even one
hour, many people are under the
mistaken notion that they can fool
these rhythms into thinking the day
has already started. In fact, the body
is going to feel that loss as a temporary period of sleep deprivation.
Overall, the shift of DST is raising more eyebrows as health concerns mount. Today, more health
professionals along with related
associations are speaking out about
the impact. In fact, there are compelling debates about the pros and
cons of DST taking place throughout our nation with considerations
of doing away with it. Or, changing
it so it stays all year round. In other
words, stopping with the back-andforth of time change.
These discussions are driving
more people to wonder, “It’s only
an hour; what’s the big deal?” Facts
are that health issues extend further than that unsettling feeling of
grogginess many experience from
the DST shift; there are real health
consequences — increased motor
vehicle and job accidents, heart
attacks, and strokes.
And while doing away with it
may never happen (most people recently surveyed think DST is worth
all the hassle), there are measures
you can take to ensure the shift
is a healthy one for you and your
loved ones.
Sunday, March 11th at 2 a.m.,
marked the time shift to “spring
forward.” With that we moved an
hour of daylight from the morning
to the evening, “pushing” sunrise
and sunset to occur one hour later.
The Science of What’s
Happening in Your Body
Your body has an internal clock
that dictates your sleep/wake cycles
and is controlled by melatonin, a
sleep hormone.
Melatonin production occurs in
the pineal gland, a 1 cm structure in
our brain; and production is based
upon whether it is light or dark
outside — a very clever system,
indeed.
During the darkness of the night,
we want to be asleep, and that is
when melatonin levels are at their
highest. On the other hand, during
the day when there is sunlight, we
want to be awake, and that is when
levels are at their lowest. So, when
the retinas in our eyes sense light,
either sunlight or artificial lights,
they send signals to the pineal gland
to stop the production of melatonin.
How does Daylight Saving
Time coincide with our
body’s circadian rhythm?
It doesn’t — the time change
is man-made. Our internal clocks
need time to recalibrate to the onehour shift in the sleep cycle. And,
consequently, millions of American
adults and children can struggle
to adjust for several days or even
a couple of weeks after the time
change.
What are some signs you may
see from the sleep disturbances
caused by the time change?
—An inability to concentrate,
poor classroom or workplace performance, and mistakes
—Grouchiness and irritability
—Headaches
—Increased appetite and poor

decision-making with what we put
in our mouths. Sleep deprivation
causes the hunger hormone ghrelin
to surge and makes us ravenous. As
a result, we may consume several
hundred additional calories.
—Decreased immune function
and increased susceptibility to
germs. Our immune system recharges, rejuvenates, and reboots
while we are asleep. And, if we do
not get enough sleep, then it cannot
fortify and build up its defenses to
fight off those icky germs.
Other Health Risks Increase:
Overall, research has shown that
as we spring forward:
—There is a marked increase
in motor vehicle collisions and an
overall increase in motor vehicle
deaths in the days following
—The overall rate of ischemic
stroke is higher than usual, with the
risk being highest in the morning
hours. In those over the age of 65
years, the risk was even greater and

patients battling cancer were more
likely to have a stroke.
—Interestingly, there is almost
a 25 percent leap in the number
of heart attacks compared to other
Mondays throughout the year.
Your Sleep is Vital:
It’s a big deal, so make plans to
ease the transition — and ensure
that each night you are getting
enough sleep.
Get the quality sleep you need:
The American Academy of
Sleep Medicine recommends that
adults routinely get 7 or more hours
per night to promote optimal health.
However, sleeping for more than 9
hours per night on a regular basis is
associated with health risks. Children require more sleep: 3-5 year
old’s need 10-13 hours; 6-12 year
old’s need 9-12 hours; and teens
8-10 hours.
When sleep deprived, it creates
a “sleep debt.” Good news, like
all debt, with some work, it can be
repaid. But it won’t happen in one
extended snooze binge. Tacking on
an extra hour or two of sleep a night
is the way to catch up.
Tips to improve your sleep
quantity and quality:
(It bears repeating!) Sleep hygiene describes the routines and
rituals that you undergo before
bedtime. Maintaining good hygiene
works to help calm and get you in
the mood to fall asleep and stay
asleep.
—Make sleep a priority. You
need quality, restful sleep — plan
on it, every day.
—Decompress and power down.
Engaging in relaxing activities in
the hour before it’s time to hit the
sack can help us doze off. Think
of falling asleep as a continuum,
not an abrupt transition. Before
bedtime, quiet things down; play
relaxing music, read, meditate, or
take a warm bath. Dim the lights
at least 30 minutes before bedtime,
and longer if needed.
—Avoid stressful psychological and physical activities—steer
away from work, heavy exercise,
rehashing things from your day, or
arguing — a few hours before your
desired sleep time. Stress causes
your body to produce hormones
that send you into a “fight or flight”
mode — the opposite direction of
sleep and slumber.
—Avoid stimulants. Coffee,
tea, soda, and chocolate contain
caffeine that stimulates our brain
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and can increase our heart rate. It
takes our body approximately 5-7
hours to clear half of the caffeine
that is consumed, and 8-10 hours
to clear seventy-five percent. If
you are struggling with your sleep,
consider discontinuing these items
in the early afternoon, depending
on your target bedtime. And, too,
nicotine — contained in cigarettes
and electronic cigarettes — is also
a stimulant.
—Think comfort for sleeping.
The comfort of your bedroom (and
you at bedtime) is not just a luxury,
it is critically important to the quality of your sleep. Research shows
that the conditions of your bedroom
— sights, sounds, feelings, textures,
temperature and even smells — as
well as your comfort, all can have
a direct impact on your ability to
fall asleep, stay asleep, and wake
up feeling well rested, fresh and
energized.
—And yes, make plans to stay
on schedule or adjust to change.
Going to sleep and waking up at
the same time every day — even on
weekends — is crucial for setting
your body’s internal clock (your
circadian rhythm).
Fortunately, most of us will
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adjust to our DST change within a
few days. However, it is estimated
that one in three American adults do
not get enough sleep on a regular
basis. And, there can be significant
consequences of chronic insomnia
on our physical and mental health
including an increase in Alzheimer’s dementia, stroke, depression,
anxiety, hypertension, heart attacks,
diabetes, lack of productivity, obesity and obesity-related illnesses.
Sleep is an essential component
to your overall well-being and you
must have adequate sleep to gain
all the health benefits it offers. If
you have challenges with the time
change and sleeping, talk to your
doctor as soon as possible.
*****
This article is for general information only and should not be
used for the diagnosis or treatment
of medical conditions and cannot
substitute for the advice from your
medical professional. Dr. Nina has
used all reasonable care in compiling the current information but
it may not apply to you and your
symptoms. Always consult a doctor
or other health care professional
for diagnosis and treatment of
medical conditions.
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EarthTalk is written and edited by Roddy Scheer and Doug
Moss and is a registered trademark of E - The Environmental
Magazine (www.emagazine.com). Send questions to: earthtalk@
emagazine.com. Subscribe: www.emagazine.com/subscribe;
Free Trial Issue: www.emagazine.com/trial.
Dear EarthTalk: Now Trump is
going to allow the importing of elephant “trophies” after all! Where
do things stand overall now in the
fight to protect endangered species,
especially as wildlife now also face
threats from climate change? —
Mark Harrison, Sumter, SC
In what some see as another
capitulation to the National Rifle
Association (NRA), the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service (USFWS)
undid an earlier ban on importing
elephant parts from Africa, now
allowing hunters to get permits on
“a case-by-case basis.”
News like this makes the whole
wildlife situation seem grim — and
it is. But many scientists and activists are working hard to try to secure
protections for threatened species
and wildlife habitat in the face of
many assaults by the pro-development Trump administration and
Republican-controlled Congress.
Back in mid-2016, candidate
Trump’s talk of reneging on the
Paris climate accord didn’t bode
well for wildlife facing increasing
threats due to global warming. After
all, many of the 340 species added
to the nation’s endangered species
list during President Obama’s
watch got there due to climate-related threats.
Last Fall the White House denied petitions to add some 25
threatened wildlife species — including the Pacific walrus, Florida
Keys mole skink, and eastern boreal
toad — to the nation’s endangered
species list. Officials from USFWS cited “uncertainty” over the
future effects of climate change as
a rationale.
“You couldn’t ask for a clearer
sign that the Trump administration
puts corporate profits ahead of protecting endangered species,” says
Noah Greenwald of the non-profit
Center for Biological Diversity
(CBD). “Denying protection for
these 25 species despite the imminent threat of climate change and
ongoing habitat destruction is typical of the Trump administration’s
head-in-the-sand approach.”
The appointment of Ryan Zinke
to head the Department of Interior
was further proof that President
Trump values resource extraction
on public lands over conservation
of wildlife.
And the story only gets worse.
This past January, USFWS initiated
proceedings to take the Canadian
lynx off the threatened list altogether and downgrade a number of
other species from endangered to
threatened.
CBD has led the charge in filing
several concurrent lawsuits against

these moves by the Trump administration. Most recently, the group
filed suit in federal court to overturn
the White House decision to deny
threatened protection for the Pacific
walrus. “We’re confident the court
will see this… as a politically driven decision that completely ignores
the agency’s legal obligations to

Environmentalists are incensed at a recent Trump administration decision to allow the importation of
elephant parts collected during trophy hunting trips to Africa, but this is just the tip of the iceberg when it
comes to the federal government’s efforts to dismantle our endangered species protection mechanisms.
protect imperiled wildlife,” says Wyoming and the Midwest, the coming mid-term elections will at
CBD attorney Emily Jeffers.
greater sage grouse of the South- least be a step in the right direction
Meanwhile, the legislative west and other iconic American — as long as Democrats can gain
branch isn’t helping wildlife or its wildlife species, not to mention cuts seats in the House and Senate —
advocates much either. Congress’ to funding to bolster states’ endan- when it comes to saving the wildlife
2018 budget bill is chock full of gered species protection programs. that helped make America great in
“riders” aimed to cut endangered
Wildlife lovers everywhere can the first place.
species protections for wolves in keep their fingers crossed that up*****
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The Sukko Cultural Spa offers
culture and Thai spa treatments
By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by Sandy Zimmerman
and Sukko Cultural Spa
There are many ways to enjoy
adventures in Phuket, Thailand, but
you will find so much more.
After our white water rafting
and elephant safari in the jungle,
we experienced the “real” Thailand,
the essence of Thai-ness. They call
it “Living the Thai culture.
The Sukko Cultural Spa and
Wellness Center, is the first cultural
spa in the world. From the moment
you arrive at the entrance, you are
surrounded by the beauty of nature
while within an environment of true
Thai culture.
Soon you will see the Sukko
Cultural Spa is not like any other
spa! We were greeted by ladies
dressed in ancient outfits of the
Sukhothai who led us down the
long open-air hallway. All visitors

are invited to beat the gong with a
mallet, to announce their presence.
When we finally arrived at the
entrance, the wall around the outside doorway was decorated with
gold leaf; each person signed their
name on the wall and entered the
spa. With such a serenely beautiful
atmosphere, we were anxious to
experience one of their treatments.
I have tried Thai massages here
at the Las Vegas Marriott Resort
and at the Thousand Waves Spa,
in Santa Fe, New Mexico, but it is
different in Thailand. We wear our
own loose clothing in the United
States while the therapist moves our
body into yoga style positions, an
effortless way of relaxing.
At the Sukko, the client is able
to choose either being naked or
wearing a special robe. They add
several Asian techniques to relax
your body and soul. My Sunny
Rejuvenation massage was a per-

fect blend of acupressure, energy
rebalancing, aromatherapy, and
yoga-style movements.
First a 30-minute dip in the Jacuzzi prepared me for the treatment.
The 30 aloe cooler after sun body
wrap was warm and comfortable as
it attempted to exfoliate the body
and clear out toxins. Next the therapist began the Aromatherapy body
massage, her hands gliding across
my body with almond oil then other
essential oils.
These oils are meant to dissolve
into the skin to treat cellulite and
refresh the body. The treatment
continued with a floral water body
spray with the finale of Thai herbal
tea and snack.
The Sukko Cultural Spa & Wellness Center is located in Amphur
Muang, Phuket, Thailand. The
Tourism Authority of Thailand can

answer your questions about Thai
cuisine, restaurants, hotels, tours
and attractions, unique settings
for weddings, meeting facilities,
festivals, and even SAFARIS. For
brochures and information, call:
Tourism Authority of Thailand
(TAT), New York City, New York:
(212) 432-0433. Los Angeles,
California: (323) 461- 9814. TourismThailand.org — The official
travel information website for
tourists visiting Thailand.
Award-winning Syndicated Columnist Sandy Zimmerman features Show/Dining reviews, travel,
health, luxury and more. Sandy is
talk show host of the Las Vegas
Today Show programs and Discover the Ultimate Vacation travel
specials. If you wish information
or have questions, call (702)-7316491.
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