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Metro Police Lieutenant Melton
subject of indictment and arrest
By Rolando Larraz
Las Vegas Tribune
Some people call it karma, but
others call it payback, and that
is what happened to Las Vegas
Metropolitan Police Department
Lieutenant James Thomas Melton
and some of his co-defendants
in a recent Clark County Grand
Jury indictment that was recently
announced by Nevada Attorney
General Adam Paul Laxalt, Clark
County District Attorney Steve
Wolfson, and Las Vegas Metro-

My Point
of View
By Rolando Larraz

I was surprised to learn that in
Nevada, misdemeanor vehicular
manslaughter charges come with a
penalty of up to six months in jail
and a $1,000 fine; I learned it after
I made a boo-boo by criticizing
someone I admired and respected
very much for a very long time, Las
Vegas Justice Court Judge Suzan
Baucum, who after my column last
week, was nice enough to text me
and explain to me that the reason
she sentenced a man who killed one
man and left his granddaughter in
a wheelchair for life is because she
did not have another choice; that is
the law in Nevada.
Not long ago another man, in
Reno Nevada, was sentenced to
the same time for killing two minor
children: six months in jail, since
that is the law.
As I said in my column last
week, I met Judge Suzan Baucum
when she was running for the very
first time for a Justice Court newly
created Department 14 seat. From
the first day, I liked her and believed
we had communicated very well —
not because she is tall and beautiful,
but because she’s smart and follows
the law.
I was surprised and shocked
when I learned of the judge’s
decision because, as I said in my
article last week, I know — or think
I know — the judge, and I did not
think she was capable of such a
decision; but I did not know the
law and I was not aware that our
legislators were so benevolent with
someone in that situation.
It was not my intention to chastise Judge Baucum for following
the law and for that I apologize
to her, because I do not think that
Judge Suzan Baucum is the kind
of judge who does not follow the
law and that is why I have always
supported her.
Judge Baucum in her text told
me that she did not like “comments
made about my former campaign
manager,” but there is nothing I can
do about that. I have nothing good
to say about her former campaign
manager, for good and sufficient
reasons, and I doubt that anyone
can make me change my position
on that.
I respect Judge Baucum very
much. I supported her and the
Las Vegas Tribune endorsed her
despite the fact that we believe her
now former campaign manager is
an obstacle to anyone running for
judicial office.
There are only two judges I
believe in regardless of who their
campaign manager is or was; judges
I will support, and I will vote for
this newspaper to endorse them:
Judge Elissa Cadish in District
Court and Judge Baucum in Justice
Court.
Las Vegas Municipal Court
Judge Heidi Almase was one of
my favorite judges. I supported her
(See My Point of View, Page 2)

politan Police Department Sheriff
Joe Lombardo.
Just a few years ago, Lt. James
Thomas Melton was former Detective Gordon Martines’s supervisor.
He asked Martines to break the
law by lying and altering evidence
during an investigation, but when
Detective Martines, a thirty-year
veteran with the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department working
the robbery-homicide detail at the
time, refused to follow Melton’s
request, he suffered the consequences — until he was finally
forced to resign.

Lt. JAMES THOMAS MELTON

Today Lieutenant James Thomas
Melton, together with individuals of
dubious reputation — professional
private guardian April Park, her
office manager, Mark Simmons,
and local attorney Noel Palmer
Simpson — all face charges for
elder exploitation.
According to the indictment,
James Thomas Melton worked with
April Parks, the owner of A Private
Professional Guardian, LLC, her
office manager Mark Simmons, and
attorney Noel Palmer Simpson, to
exploit an elderly couple. Melton
allegedly hired Parks, Simmons

and Simpson in order to act as the
guardian for Beverly Flaherty to obtain control of more than $700,000
in Beverly and Jerome Flaherty’s
assets.
Melton, during his stint at the
robbery-homicide detail of Las
Vegas Metropolitan Police Department, did tamper with and destroy
evidence, Las Vegas tribune has
learned.
Melton, Parks, and Simmons
used the services of attorney Noel
Palmer Simpson to file false and
misleading legal papers with the
(See Melton, Page 4)

Move the headquarters of
federal land agencies West

By Thomas Mitchell
Head ’em up, move ’em out.
There has been a lot of talk since
the Trump administration has taken
over about where to locate the national headquarters of some of the
nation’s federal land agencies. One
land agency, the Bureau of Land
Management, controls 11 percent
of the nation’s lands, but 99 percent
of that land is in the West.
Fully 85 percent of the land
in Nevada is controlled by those
federal land agencies, the highest
percentage of any state, with 66
percent of the state lying under the
purview of the BLM, while the rest
of the public land is controlled by
agencies such as the Forest Service,
National Park Service, Fish and
Wildlife Service, the Department

Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke rides a horse in the new Bears Ears
National Monument in Utah a year ago.

of Defense and the Bureau of Reclamation.
According to several news accounts, Interior Secretary Ryan
Zinke, a native of Montana, is open
to moving the headquarters of some
of the agencies under his command
out of the District of Colombia and
into the West, specifically the BLM,
the Fish and Wildlife Service and
the Bureau of Reclamation.
Colorado Republican Sen. Cory
Gardner has a bill pending in Congress that would require moving the
BLM HQ to Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Idaho, Montana,
Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon,
Utah, Washington or Wyoming.
The bill states: “Not later than
180 days after the date of enactment
(See Federal Agencies, Page 5)

City officials ignore homeless problem
while shaking down small businesses

By Rolando Larraz
Las Vegas Tribune
A hard-working woman who
opened a secondhand store is harassed by the city Ward 3 and code
enforcement for having a sign on
the wall of her business — where
she pays high rent, a power bill, a
telephone bill, fees for a business
license and all other amenities the
city collects from those who are
trying to better themselves — because the professionally made sign
was not tasteful enough for the code
enforcement gestapo.
But a park that clearly states it
is for “children and their parents,
guardians, babysitters, caretakers

or other designee of a parent or
guardian” can be invaded by homeless and undesirable individuals
sleeping and doing their necessities
in the same park that only kids are
allowed to play in, supposedly in a
safe and clean environment.
A beautiful architectural structure of a well known law firm with
two balconies that no one wants to
sit out on now because of the detrimental view that they are forced
to see because the homeless have
taken over the beautiful park, which
the previous councilman of Ward 3,
Gary Reese, built, was intended for
the residents of his ward.
(See Homeless Problem, Page 3)

Trump to take steps to ban bump stocks
By Brandon Carter
and Lydia Wheeler
The Hill
President Trump said Tuesday
he has directed the Department of
Justice to propose regulations that
would ban bump stocks, devices
that allow semi-automatic guns to
be modified to shoot hundreds of
rounds per minute.
“We can do more to protect
our children. We must do more to
protect our children,” Trump said
during the announcement at the
White House.
Trump’s decision comes days after 17 people were killed in a school
shooting in Florida. The killings
have increased pressure on Trump
and lawmakers in Congress to do
something about the epidemic of
mass shootings in the United States.
Bump stocks came to the forefront of the gun control debate after
the deadly mass shooting at a Las
Vegas music festival in October

that left nearly 60 dead and more
than 500 injured. The gunman in
that incident allegedly used a bump
stock device while firing rounds on
the crowd of concert-goers from a
hotel room above them.
It does not appear that a bump

stock device was used in the Florida
shooting, nor does it appear a prohibition on the devices would have
stopped that shooter.
Still, Trump’s remarks illustrate
a desire on the part of the White
House to show action on the issue

of guns as students from the school
and around the country demand
change.
After the deadly Las Vegas
shooting, Trump said he directed
Attorney General Jeff Sessions to
clarify whether certain bump stock
devices like the ones used in Las
Vegas are illegal under current law.
“That process began in December and just a few moments ago I
signed a memorandum directing
the Attorney General to propose
regulations to ban all devices that
turn legal weapons into machine
guns,” Trump said Tuesday.
“I expect that these critical
regulations will be finalized, Jeff,
very soon.”
White House press secretary
Sarah Huckabee Sanders said the
president doesn’t support the use
of bump stocks and the White
House expects further action in the
coming days.
(See Bump Stocks, Page 6)
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Is the U.S. nuclear arsenal still a deterrence?
By Thomas Mitchell
The editorialists at the Las
Vegas Sun are living in a mad,
MAD world. You know: Mutually
Assured Destruction. Never mind
that some of the people with their
fingers on nuclear triggers may
well be suicidal seekers of the
apocalypse.
But let’s dispel a factual error
first. “There are nearly 7,000 warheads in the U.S. nuclear arsenal,
deliverable across the globe at a
moment’s notice by missile, aircraft
and submarine,” Sunday’s Sun editorial proclaims.
Well, not quite. According to the
Federation of American Scientists,
the U.S. has a total of about 6,600
nuclear weapons, but 2,600 are
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retired and awaiting dismantling.
Another 2,200 are in stockpile and
about 1,800 are deployed. Russia
has similar numbers, they say.
Enough to make the rubble bounce,
as we used to say?
The Sun quotes a Time article

that hysterically declares President
Trump has put the Nevada National
Security Site on notice to be ready
to renew testing of nuclear weapons
solely for the purpose of scaring
potential enemies into backing
down. The Sun declares that testing

My Point of View
(Continued from Page 1)
from day one, and this newspaper
endorsed her from day one, but
when I learned that her campaign
manager was involved with the
marijuana business, I could not, in
good faith, support her or move a
finger for the Las Vegas Tribune to
endorse her.
Both Judge Cadish and Judge
Baucum were already elected to the
bench when I learned that they were
both managed by David Thomas.
I had followed their careers very
closely; in fact one of my best
friends (if I have any) ran against
Judge Cadish the very first time and
he told me that Judge Cadish is a

jurist with integrity and one who
could not be influenced by David
Thomas in any way.
I am sorry that I did not educate
myself a little more about this crazy
Nevada law that considers vehicular manslaughter a misdemeanor,
but the law is the law and if we do
not agree with any law we need to
make an effort to change it.
Also, I learned that the police
report stated that the driver was
not impaired — no drugs and no
alcohol — it was just one freaky
accident in which the driver ran a
stop sign, causing the fatal accident.
I hope that my friendly relationship with Judge Baucum is

is totally unneeded. (The editorial
did note that Gov. Brian Sandoval
says he has been assured no nuke
testing will take place in Nevada.)
The Sun says the mere idea of
renewed nuke tests “demonstrates
an astonishing lack of understanding about the nation’s military and
the world’s perception of the U.S.
More than anything, it proves that
Trump’s feelings of inadequacy and
inferiority know no bounds.”
But is our nuclear deterrence still
a deterrence?
According to a recent Wall
Street Journal op-ed, our ancient
B-52 bombers and outdated cruise
missiles are vulnerable to Russian
and Chinese air defenses and we
have only 20 penetrating B-2 bombers located at a few insufficiently
hardened bases.
While we once had 41 ballistic-missile submarines, SSBNs, we
are down to 14, the article notes,

and those, too, are vulnerable.
“American ballistic-missile
defense is severely underdeveloped due to ideological opposition
and the misunderstanding of its
purpose, which is to protect population and infrastructure as much
as possible but, because many warheads will get through, primarily
to shield retaliatory capacity so as
to make a successful enemy first
strike impossible — thus increasing stability rather than decreasing
it, as its critics wrongly believe,”
the writer, Mark Helprin, explains.
“Starved of money and innovation,
missile defense has been confined
to midcourse interception, when
boost-phase and terminal intercept
are also needed. Merely intending
this without sufficient funding is
useless. As for national resilience,
the U.S. long ago gave up any form
of civil defense, while Russia and
(See Nuclear Arsenal, Page 4)

not tarnished by my being a little
too hasty to criticize her, without
being a little more informed before
rushing to make a deadline.
I am planning to speak to others
with more experience and more
knowledge of the law before I even
try to express an antagonistic opinion on that particular Nevada law.
I am not trying to bow to Judge
Baucum. If I knew that her decision
was wrong, I would have to stick by
my stand regardless of how much I
like her, because my job is to print
the truth; but when I am wrong, I
am man enough to apologize for
my mistake.
I did it once with Judge Adriana

Escobar, whose late mother was
part of the first Spanish newspaper
in Las Vegas when I published it
back in the early seventies; Judge
Escobar’s daughter had her own
radio show on Radio Tribune a few
years ago and the whole family still
has a special place in my heart, even
if we no longer talk.
My name is Rolando Larraz, and
as always, I approved this column.
Rolando Larraz is Editor in
Chief of the Las Vegas Tribune.
His column appears weekly in this
newspaper. To contact Rolando
Larraz, email him at: Rlarraz@
lasvegastribune.com or at 702272-4634.

For advertising
rates, deadlines
call 702-426-6022
or 702-426-5962

Las Vegas Tribune is published
weekly at 717 So. 9th Street,
Las Vegas, Nevada 89101.
Main Number: (702) 714-0119
RadioTribune Call-in Number
(702) 983-0711
Website:
LasVegasTribune.com
All rights reserved. Statements,
opinions and points of view
expressed by the writers are
their own and do not necessarily
represent those of the publisher. Information, including prices
and times, is considered correct
at the time of publishing but
may change without notice.
Las Vegas Tribune assumes
no responsibility for unsolicited
manuscripts, transparencies
or other submitted materials.
For return, please enclose a
self-addressed stamped envelope.
Las Vegas Tribune
published weekly by the
Tribune Media Group
David A. Rifkin, Executive Vice President

Quote of the Week:

“We are infected by our own
misunderstanding of how
our own minds work.”
—Kevin Kelly
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Homeless Problem
(Continued from Page 1)
Today, that same park is allowed by city marshalls, city code
enforcement gestapo, the Ward 3
City Councilman Bob Coffin and
his entire staff, and the Las Vegas
Metropolitan Police Department,
to break the Las Vegas Municipal
Code 13.36.070 because they are
afraid of upsetting the homeless
community.
Las Vegas Tribune was given the
finger, insulted and almost run out
of the park while the photographer
was taking pictures, including one
where a man seems to be masturbating.
Forcing businesses to file for
a zone change is another way for
the city to extort money from the
small business operator by charging
$1,500.00 for the application and
the “privilege” of appearing before
the zoning board/commission with
no guarantee that the application
will be granted, and if it isn’t, the
money is not returned to the applicant nor does anyone know where
that fee of $1,500.00 goes.
Las Vegas Tribune has learned
that more often than not the appli-

cation for a zone change is denied
and the fee disappears and some
applicants have make the effort of
changing the zoning a few more
times before the sharks from the
zoning commission approve the
change, collecting that huge fee two
or three times.
While the city makes it difficult
for local residents to become small
operators and to become the independent and proud owners of their
own businesses, the same city allows those who come from another
state, pretending to have money, to
open their businesses and offering
them several perks.
A business that has a huge parking lot on their property is not allowed to park trucks on it while the
previous management had several

A well known law firm with two balconies that no one want to sit out on now because of the detrimental
view that they are forced to see because the homeless have taken over the beautiful park in the photo above.
trucks parked in the same lot; also
the Bossark Construction trucks,
the company that has the contract
to work on the beautification of
Charleston Boulevard, were also
allowed to park their trucks in the
same lot with no problem and no
threats of code violation fines.
The city officials in Las Vegas
should be ashamed that our city has
been converted into a huge dormitory for the homeless, as well as a free
enterprise haven for drug-pushers,
all the while harassing the small
business operators and making it
difficult for locals to earn a few
bucks honestly and within the law.
Of course there are always the
black sheep that can ruin it for the
rest of us, such as is happening now
with the short term rental in the city.
The city needs to come clean and
tell those who have an extra home,
or even just a room, that they want
to rent for a day or two, that they
cannot do it because the hotel-casinos are losing a few dollars out of
the millions they earn every day and
they have to protect the interests
of our main industry; many people
will understand that.
It is no secret that the casinos
are Las Vegas’s main industry and
our bread and butter, and while
they rent a room for $125.00 plus

tax, and an entertainment tax, and
a visitor tax, plus, plus, plus, and
now, plus parking, a visitor can rent
a whole house with three bedrooms
(there are not that many one- or
two-bedroom homes any more)
for the same amount of money and
pretend to be in a hotel suite.
What the hotels and casinos —
or the city, for that matter — don’t
see is that those same people are
going out and eating at their restaurants, going to their shows and their

events, and also will pay $18.00 to
park their cars on their properties,
and a local homeowner can use that
money to help with the mortgage
that they may have difficulty paying
because they lost their job a few
month earlier.
It would be more transparent if
the city gave its constituents the respect of being straightforward with
them, and telling those who elected
them the truth, the whole truth, and
nothing but the truth.

Job Opportunity:
Boot-lickers need not respond
Respectful men and women only, aged 35 and up. One
Love’s new leadership starts from top down leadership’s chain of command as well as including ground up
community development.

Our big fundamentals for true leadership are narrowed down
to these five principles: 1) integrity; 2) respect; 3) loyalty;
4) higher moral values; and 5) discipline.
Isaiah 43:18-21 are our governing belief principles
proving that anyone can change and those Bible verses are
the fundamental company ethos at One Love Enterprises.
Gilbert Earl Wainwright is the founder and CEO of One
Love United Coast-to-Coast Enterprises, which is a
self-improvement company.
We are here to praise God and honor the communities
wherein we are present to provide new leadership in America
by a firm policy of respect, higher moral values, and love.
Contact Gilbert Earl Wainwright for more information. Email:
unitedcoasttocoast@ yahoo.com, or phone 702.583.9430.
And please visit our website at Unitedcoasttocoast.com.
The deadlines to join our new leadership
development platform for One Love United Coast-to-Coast Enterprises is March
18, 2018. We don’t need more community policing; we need more community
leadership, and One Love United Coastto-Coast Enterprises is kicking it off.
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Congress punts fight over Dreamers to March
By Jordain Carney
The Hill
Congress is poised to kick a
heated immigration fight into overtime, with no clear path forward.
With the Senate rejecting four
proposals — including President
Trump’s preferred plan and a key
bipartisan deal — and no viable
backup plan in sight, lawmakers
are poised to hit pause on the issue
until at least next month as they go
back to the drawing board.
It’s a stark contrast from just
a week ago, when senators had
hoped to gain momentum coming
out of what they anticipated to be
a freewheeling floor fight.
Instead, both sides are pointing
fingers and raising fresh questions
about what, if anything, can win
over two deeply divided chambers
and the White House.
House Speaker Paul Ryan
(R-Wis.) is now pointing to the
end of March as the deadline for
his chamber to take action on an immigration bill. He’s pledged he will
only bring up legislation that has
the president’s support, making it
a non-starter for many Democrats.
Ryan called an initial March 5
date “an important deadline,” but
added that “it’s not as important
as it was before, given the court
rulings.”
“But I think this — this place
works better with deadlines, and
we want to operate on deadlines.
We clearly need to address this

issue in March. I’ll just leave it at
that,” he said.
Meanwhile, some GOP senators
are pointing to a March 23 spending
bill as a new goal post.
“I don’t know when it’s going
to be. Obviously we’re going to
have to deal with the DACA issue
probably on the [omnibus] because
of what has happened ... and extend
it,” Sen. Bob Corker (R-Tenn.) told
reporters, referring to the spending
bill.
He added that he expected the
mammoth spending bill could
include a three-year extension of
the Deferred Action for Childhood
Arrivals (DACA) program, but that
it “may be longer.”
Sen. John Cornyn (R-Texas),
the No. 2 Senate Republican, also
wouldn’t rule out sticking a shortterm extension paired with some
border security funding in the
omnibus.

(Continued from Page 1)
court in order to obtain this guardianship and name Melton as the
successor trustee of Beverly Flaherty’s family trust. The indictment
alleges that the defendants committed several crimes in order to carry
out this exploitation, including:
Elder Exploitation, Theft, Offering False Instrument for Filing or
Record, Grand Larceny Auto and
Perjury. The alleged fraudulent acts
were committed between December
2010 and May 2017.
“Protecting Nevada’s families
and vulnerable population is the
overarching mission of this office,
and one that I take very seriously,”
said Attorney General Adam Laxalt. “Just a few short months after
obtaining the most significant elder
exploitation indictment in Nevada’s
history, my office has once again
teamed up with our local law enforcement partners to ensure justice
is served against those seeking to
exploit our elderly. These targeted
crimes strike at the very heart of our
tight-knit communities, and will be
pursued aggressively by my office.”
Eighth Judicial District Court
Judge Elizabeth Gonzalez issued
arrest warrants for all four de-

fendants. April Parks and Mark
Simmons remain in custody in the
Clark County Detention Center
on previous charges. Lieutenant
Melton voluntarily turned himself
in earlier today, and Noel Palmer
Simpson is expected to turn herself
in voluntarily.
Below is a description of the
individual charges:
—James Thomas Melton: Two
counts Exploitation of an Older
Person (category B), one count
Theft (category B), one count Theft
(category C), seven counts Offering
False Instrument for Filing or Record (category C), one count Grand
Larceny Auto (category C), two
counts Perjury (category D)
—April Parks: One count Exploitation of an Older Person (category B), six counts Offering False
Instrument for Filing or Record
(category C), one count Perjury
(category D)
—Mark Simmons: One count
Exploitation of an Older Person
(category B), two counts Offering
False Instrument for Filing or Record (category C)
—Noel Palmer Simpson: One
count Exploitation of an Older
Person (category B), one count

Melton

AJ Maimbourg/Ed Klapproth, Co-Founders
Please join us in our national wave to bring God
back into our country! Our mission is to recruit State
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“If there can be some negotiation
leading up to the omnibus, perhaps
there will be some temporary provision, which to me is not great but
it’s kind of where we are,” he said.
But both timelines are weeks after the March 5 date Trump initially
set for Congress to pass a DACA fix
or risk the deportation of roughly
700,000 “Dreamers,” immigrants
brought into the country illegally
as children.
A judge issued an injunction in
January forcing the administration
to keep DACA on the books while
litigation plays out. A second court
ruling this month also allows
current DACA recipients to keep
renewing their status.
Though the court rulings have
thrown Congress’s timeline into
flux, there’s no guarantee they can’t
be overruled. And further complicating Dreamers’ legal limbo, the
Supreme Court could announce in

a matter of days if they’ll hear the
Trump administration’s appeal of
the first injunction.
House Democrats, meanwhile,
are bristling over the late March
deadline, arguing GOP leadership
is showing a lack of urgency over
solving DACA.
House Minority Leader Nancy
Pelosi (D-Calif.) said the notion
that Ryan would delay action until
the end of March “means he doesn’t
know the fear that they have instilled into the families and into the
hearts of these children.”
“Anyone who says that we have
until the end of March doesn’t really understand the gravity of the
situation,” Pelosi said Thursday.
“Let’s just get on with it. What are
you afraid of?”
Rep. Steny Hoyer (Md.), the
Democratic whip, delivered a
similar message, saying the DACA
issue should be dealt with long before Congress is forced to return to
the issue of government spending,
which expires March 23.
“The Speaker said he’s going
to address this issue,” Hoyer said.
“He’s got four legislative days left
to do that before the fifth of March,
and he hasn’t done anything.”
But despite Democrats’ demand
for action it’s unclear what proposal
could unite Congress either by
March 5 or the end of that month.
Trump has lashed out at Democrats following the Senate’s failed
debate, saying they have treated

DACA recipients “badly” and “totally abandoned” them.
And the administration is turning its attention to the House, where
it’s pushing for a conservative
proposal spearheaded by Rep. Bob
Goodlatte (R-Va.).
“The next step will be for the
House to continue advancing the
proposal from Chairman Goodlatte
and Chairman [Michael] McCaul
[R-Texas],” the White House said
in a statement.
Goodlatte’s plan would provide
DACA recipients with temporary,
renewable legal status — rather
than citizenship — in exchange for
authorizing funding for Trump’s
border wall, ending family-based
migration and scrapping the diversity visa lottery program.
It also includes tough border enforcement measures: The bill would
crack down on so-called sanctuary
cities, boost penalties for deported
criminals who try to re-enter the
U.S. and require that employers use
an electronic verification system
known as E-Verify to make sure
they hire legal workers.
But there’s skepticism among
House Republicans that the bill will
be able to secure 218 votes, and it’s
widely considered dead on arrival
in the Senate.
Meanwhile, members of the
Senate bipartisan group said they
would continue talking among
themselves about how to win over
(See Dreamers, Page 5)

Theft (category C), eight counts
Offering False Instrument for Filing
or Record (category C), one count
Perjury (category D)
In March of this year, April
Parks, Mark Simmons and Noel
Palmer Simpson were named in
a 270-count indictment related to
guardianship exploitation. Parks
was indicted on over 200 felony
charges for similar conduct, including racketeering, theft, exploitation

of an older person, offering false
instrument for filing or record, and
perjury. Her office manager, Mark
Simmons, was indicted on over
130 felonies, and her attorney Noel
Palmer Simpson was implicated
in that case and indicted on two
charges. A fourth defendant, Gary
Neal Taylor, was indicted for seven
felonies. That case is currently set
for trial in May 2018.
An indictment is merely a

charging document; every defendant is presumed innocent until
and unless proven guilty in a court
of law.
This case was jointly investigated by the Office of the Nevada
Attorney General and the Las Vegas
Metropolitan Police Department.
Prosecutors from the Office of the
Nevada Attorney General and the
Clark County District Attorney’s
Office are prosecuting this case.

Nuclear Arsenal

(Continued from Page 2)
China have not. This reinforces
their ideas of nuclear utility, weakens our deterrence, and makes the
nuclear calculus that much more
unstable.”
Helprin disputes the federation
of scientists stats and states the Russians have 2,600 currently deployed
strategic warheads compared to the
U.S.’s 1,590.
Another WSJ writer points
out that the U.S. has no tactical
nukes, which means if confronted
by another nation’s use of smaller
nukes on the battlefield, the U.S.’s
only ability to counter is with a
full-scale nuclear exchange and a

global holocaust — or to back down
and lose all credibility for defense
commitments.
Perhaps we should not be so

fast in declaring there is no need
for continued nuclear weapon development and testing. It is a mad,
mad world after all.
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Mueller indicts 13 Russians for interfering in US election

By The Hill Staff
Special counsel Robert Mueller
has brought charges against 13
Russian nationals and three Russian
groups for interfering with the 2016
U.S. elections.
The explosive new charges
allege that the Russians created
false U.S. personas and stole the
identities of real U.S. people in
order to interfere with the 2016
presidential election, an assessment
previously reached by U.S. intelligence agencies.
“This indictment serves as a
reminder that people are not always
who they appear to be on the Internet,” Deputy Attorney General Rod
J. Rosenstein said at a press briefing
announcing the indictments.
“The indictment alleges that the
Russian conspirators want to promote discord in the United States
and undermine public confidence

Dreamers

in democracy.”
President Trump, who has repeatedly cast doubt on whether

(Continued from Page 4)
more support.
“We’re going to look at what Republicans and Democrats might be able
to support in the future. ... It’s a matter of bringing in more ... colleagues
to clarify the concerns that they have [and] we need to be able to answer
them,” said Sen. Mike Rounds (R-S.D.), a member of the group.
GOP Sens. John Thune (S.D.), Rob Portman (Ohio) and Jerry Moran
(Kan.) announced their own proposal immediately after the failed Senate
votes, pairing permanent legal protections for DACA recipients with $25
billion in a border security trust fund.
But the legislation would likely spark backlash from Democrats because it doesn’t include a path to citizenship and would only apply to the
roughly 700,000 current DACA recipients and not the larger 1.8 million
Dreamers the chamber’s debate has centered around.
GOP Sen. Jeff Flake (Ariz.) is continuing to push for a proposal, which
he initially offered as an amendment in the Senate debate, that would pair
three years of DACA with three years of border security funding. Republican Sen. Lindsey Graham (S.C.) predicted Congress would eventually
settle on a one-year point, which he called a “missed opportunity.”
But it’s unclear when, or even if, the Senate will return to immigration.
Both chambers are out of town until Feb. 26, and senators are expected to
turn back to confirming Trump’s nominees when they return.
Cornyn said it’s unlikely a stand-alone bill would get floor time, and
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) noted after the Senate’s
failed debate that he had upheld his promise.
But he appeared to leave the door open to return to immigration if a bill
emerged that could do what has so far been impossible: Unite Congress
and the White House.
“This does not have to be the end of our efforts to resolve these matters,” he said. “I would encourage members to put away the talking points
and get serious about finding a solution that can actually become law.”

Federal Agencies
(Continued from Page 1)
of this Act, the Secretary shall submit to the
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources
of the Senate and the Committee on Natural
Resources of the House of Representatives a
strategy for relocating the headquarters of the
Bureau of Land Management from Washington, DC, to a western State in a manner that
will save the maximum amount of taxpayer
money practicable.”
“You’re dealing with an agency that
basically has no business in Washington,
D.C.,” Gardner was quoted as saying by The
Associated Press.
The same story quoted northern Nevada’s
Republican Rep. Mark Amodei as saying,
“I’m excited about the fact that they’re
looking at it,” though he stopped short of

Russia interfered with the election,
has been briefed on the indictments,
the White House said.
The efforts, which began in
2014, were connected to the socalled Internet Research Agency, a
shadowy Russian operation based
in St. Petersburg that leveraged
Facebook and other social media platforms to spread divisive
messages leading up to the 2016
election.
The indictment says that the goal
of the entities and people indicted

The Plaintiff, complaining of the Defendant would respectfully
show unto the Court:
Plaintiff is a resident of the County of Greenville, State of
Carolina and Defendant is a resident of Las Vegas, State of
Nevada; the Plaintiff has lived in the County of Greenville, State
of Carolina for a period exceeding one (1) year. Therefore,
jurisdiction and venue are correct in the County of Greenville,
State of Carolina.
The parties were duly and lawfully married on November 4,
1978 in Los Angeles County, State of Illinois and have been
ever since. There were two (2) children born to this marriage,
both are now emancipated. No other children were born and
none are expected.
The parties have experienced domestic difficulties and began
to live separate and apart on or about 1981 and have continued
to do so without intervening cohabitation and that he is entitled
to a divorce, a vinculo matrimonii, based on the grounds of oneyear continuous separation.
Plaintiff is informed and believes that parties have already
divided all marital property and debts.
Plaintiff is informed and believes that Defendant should
be barred from receiving alimony. Plaintiff waives any right to
receive alimony.
The parties would show that this action is brought in good
faith and there is neither fraud nor collusion between the parties
for the purpose of this action, and further, reconciliation between
the parties is impossible.
WHEREFORE, the Plaintiff prays as follows:
For an Order of this Court granting the Plaintiff a divorce, a
vinculo matrimonii, based on one-year continuous separation;
No marital debt and marital property to divide;
For an Order to bar alimony for either party;
For other and further relief as this court may deem just and
proper

individuals staged political rallies
in the United States, and while
posing as U.S. grassroots entities
“compensated real U.S. persons to
promote or disparage candidates.”
The indictment alleges that the
defendants and co-conspirators,
through their personas, tried to
encourage minority groups not to
vote in the 2016 election or to vote
for third party candidates.
In addition, the defendants
allegedly promoted allegations of
“voter fraud” in the Democratic
Party beginning in the summer of
2016, through their personas on
social media and political advertisements.
Rosenstein noted that there is
no allegation in the indictment that
Americans had any knowledge of
the operation.
“There is no allegation in the
indictment on the outcome of the
election,” he also stressed.
The individuals and entities are
associated with the Russia-based
Internet Research Agency, a Russian troll farm in St. Petersburg
that was found last year to have
purchased $100,000 in political
advertisements on Facebook running up to the election. The social
media platform told Congress that
(See Russians Indicted, Page 6)

Dems refusing to break with
demand for chain migration

By Thomas Mitchell
Apparently some Democrats are balking at compromise legislation that would allow people brought into
the country illegally as children because the proposal
specifies that they can’t then sponsor their parents for
citizenship.
With a stroke of his pen President Obama created
DACA (Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals) and
DAPA (Deferred Action for Parents of Americans and
Lawful Permanent Residents), but the courts let DACA
stand and struck DAPA.
Nevada was one of the states that sued to try to stop
Obama’s immigration executive orders that ignored
Congress’ refusal to act on similar proposals.
In his press release announcing the Nevada’s joining
the list of plaintiffs, Attorney General Adam Laxalt
stated: “Our immigration system is broken and clearly

endorsing the bill at this time. The AP story
went on to note that Amodei said he had
spoken with bureau officials in Washington
who know so little about Nevada they thought
the land under a highway interchange was
wildlife habitat.A similar bill to Gardner’s
has been introduced in the House by Colorado
Republican Rep. Scott Tipton.
“Moving BLM’s headquarters West is a
commonsense solution that Coloradans from
across the political spectrum support,” Sen.
Gardner said in a statement. “Ninety-nine
percent of the nearly 250 million acres of
land managed by BLM is West of the Mississippi River, and having the decision-makers
present in the communities they impact will
lead to better policy. Coloradans want more
Colorado common sense from Washington

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA,
COUNTY OF GREENVILLE, ss:
IN THE FAMILY COURT OF THE
THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN RE: THE MARRIAGE OF:
JUAN ALVARADO Plaintiff
–V–
BLANCA A. HIDALGO Defendant
CASE NO. 2017-DR-23-5069
COMPLAINT FOR DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE

was to support now-President
Trump’s campaign and to hurt
Democrat Hillary Clinton’s, and
that some defendants while posing
as U.S. people communicated with
“unwitting individuals associated
with the Trump Campaign and with
other political activists to seek to
coordinate political activities.”
“Defendants’ operations included supporting the presidential
campaign of then-candidate Donald
J. Trump (“Trump campaign”) and
disparaging Hillary Clinton,” the
indictment reads. “Defendants
made various expenditures to carry out those activities, including
buying political advertisements on
social media in the names of U.S.
persons and entities.”
The indictment describes a conspiracy to alter the U.S. election
that involved fraudulently won
visas to enter the United States, and
a sophisticated operation to reach
voters in key states for the purpose
of affecting the election through
political advertisements, events and
social media operations.
The Russians are alleged to
have talked to U.S. people, and to
have been advised to focus efforts
on swing states such as “Colorado,
Virginia and Florida.”
It also states that the named

needs to be fixed. But just as clearly, the solution is
not for the president to act unilaterally disregarding
the U.S. Constitution and laws. The solution must be
a permanent, legal result that includes, not ignores, the
other branches of government and their constitutional
roles. Anything less is a false hope undermining the
rule of law that injures millions of people in America,
including many in Nevada.”
But now, when some Republicans seem willing to
grant half a loaf, Democrats are demanding the full
buffet — chain migration or nothing.
It’s one thing to grant to grant amnesty to those
who are living here through no fault of their own,
but another to grant amnesty to those who knowingly
broke the nation’s immigration law.
Democrats don’t want a solution. They want an
issue to campaign on.

and this proposal accomplishes that goal.”
Federal bureaucrats sheltered inside the
Beltway have little appreciation of what lies
in the vast open spaces of the West besides the
beasts, bugs, birds and weeds that self-styled
environmentalist claim need protection from
devastation by ranchers, farmers, miners,
lumberjacks and oil and gas explorers, who
depend for their livelihoods on access to the
land.
According to employee notes of a meeting between Zinke and executives of the
U.S. Geological Survey this past summer
in Denver that were leaked to Energy &
Environment News, the Interior secretary reportedly said Denver “will probably” become
headquarters to some of his land agencies by
as early as 2019.

Another advantage of moving federal land
bureaucrats out West is that it would require
them to live in states and communities unable
to assess property taxes on those federal lands
in order to build schools, roads and hospitals
and pay for police and fire protection.
Perhaps they would come to realize how
paltry those Payment in Lieu of Taxes checks
really are. Perhaps their neighbors can tell
them how those PILT checks amount to only
5 percent of the $8.8 billion the Interior Department collects each year from commercial
activities, such as oil and gas leases, livestock
grazing and timber harvesting on federal
lands that is sent to Washington.
When your own ox is being gored it gets
your attention.
Head ’em up, move ’em out.
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Pentagon budget euphoria could be short-lived
By Rebecca Kheel
The Hill
The Pentagon is on cloud nine
with a major cash infusion on the
way, but that euphoria could be
short-lived.
After years of fighting, the
Pentagon emerged victorious with
a budget deal last week that gives
defense spending a $165 billion
hike over budget caps for the next
two years.
It’s a huge figure for a department that for years has argued it has
been short-changed by the sequester — spending ceilings imposed
by an Obama-era budget deal that
curbed defense spending.
Instead, budget analysts and
some lawmakers are questioning
how long the money will last. The
2011 Budget Control Act, the law
that created the sequester, actually
continues to exist until 2021, meaning the budget ceilings hated by the
Pentagon could still return.
“I’ve told our people, our military people that we’re in pretty
good shape in terms of fiscal
years ‘18 and ‘19, but then what
after that,” said Sen. James Inhofe
(R-Okla.), a senior member of the
Senate Armed Services Committee.
“And the answer is, ‘I don’t have
that answer.’ “
Congress has agreed to a twoyear budget deal that sets defense
spending at $700 billion for fiscal
2018, or $80 billion above budget
caps, and $716 billion for fiscal
2019, or $85 billion above budget
caps. Those numbers cover the
Pentagon, as well as non-Pentagon defense spending such as the
Department of Energy’s nuclear
weapons programs.
“To say that we appreciate
Congress passing that urgently
needed two-year budget agreement
would be an understatement,” Defense Secretary James Mattis told
reporters traveling with him this
week. “We’re grateful and it’s up
to us now when the money starts
coming in to make certain that we
spend it wisely and earn the trust of

the American people, the American
Congress and certainly show that
solvency and security go hand in
hand.”
In line with the budget deal, the
Trump administration this week
unveiled a $716 billion defense
budget request for fiscal 2019.
That includes $686 billion for
the Pentagon, split between $617
billion for the base budget and $69
billion for a war fund known as the
Overseas Contingency Operations
account, which is not subject to
budget caps.
The money would add 25,900
troops to the ranks, 24,100 of which
would be active duty. That would
be split between 11,500 active-duty
soldiers, 7,500 active-duty sailors,
1,000 active-duty Marines and
4,000 active-duty airmen.
The billions would also pay for
77 more F-35 Joint Strike Fighters,
24 F/A-18 Super Hornet fighter jets
and 10 new Navy ships, among
other hardware additions.
But it remains to be seen whether the funding to pay for the buildup
can be sustained.
In 2020, when the budget deal
expires and the Budget Control
Act is in effect again, defense
spending caps will be $576 billion
for the base budget — or about $71
billion less than the planned 2019
base budget.
Todd Harrison, a defense budget
expert at the Center for Strategic

(Continued from Page 1)
“He ordered the Department of
Justice and the ATF to review the
regulation of bump stocks,” she
said. “My understanding is that
review has been completed and
movement will take place on that
shortly. But the president, when
it comes to that, is committed to
ensuring those devices ... The
president doesn’t support the use
of those accessories.”
The announcement from Trump
comes as the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives
(ATF) has yet to decide whether it
will create new restrictions for the
attachment that enables a semiautomatic rifle to fire at a faster rate.
ATF put out a notice of proposed
rulemaking in December announcing its plan to interpret the statutory
definition of “machinegun” in the
National Firearms Act of 1934 and
Gun Control Act of 1968 to clarify
whether certain devices, commonly
known as “bump fire” stocks, fall
within that definition.
ATF, however, said it has to
gather input from the public and
industry first. Since then the agency has received more than 36,000
comments on the issue. Most of the

responses were in opposition to any
new rules on their sale or use.
In the memo to Sessions Tuesday, Trump ordered the Department
of Justice to “dedicate all available
resources to complete the review
of the comments received, and,
as expeditiously as possible, to
propose for notice and comment a
rule banning all devices that turn
legal weapons into machineguns.”
“Although I desire swift and decisive action, I remain committed to
the rule of law and to the procedures
the law prescribes,” he wrote.
“Doing this the right way will
ensure that the resulting regulation is workable and effective and
leaves no loopholes for criminals
to exploit. I would ask that you
keep me regularly apprised of your
progress.”
Ian Prior, a spokesman for the
Department of Justice, which
oversees ATF, said the agency
understands this is a priority for
the president and has acted quickly
to move through the rule-making
process.
“We look forward to the results
of that process as soon as it is duly
completed.” he said in a statement.
The announcement comes as

Bump Stocks

and International Studies, said he
doesn’t think the prospect of future
budget uncertainty was dampening
the Pentagon’s current elation too
much. He said Congress could raise
the caps again in 2020 and 2021.
“From what I’ve seen, everyone
there is still popping champagne
corks and sharpening their pencils”
to plan how to spend the money,
he said.
But Harrison said he sees other
pressures on the defense budget in
the coming decade the Pentagon
should be concerned about —
namely increasing deficits due to
the tax cuts passed by Congress
last year and growing mandatory
spending — conditions that led to
the budget caps in the first place.
“That’s a good reason to be

smart about how you grow,” he
said. For example, “you don’t
want to add a lot of force structure
because you might not be able to
afford that force structure later on.”
Still, some lawmakers question
whether the windfall was necessary
at all.
Sen. Rand Paul (R-Ky.), a noninterventionist who led an unsuccessful charge against the budget
deal and shut down the government
for several hours last week, blasted
Republicans for wanting “unlimited
military spending.”
“There’s sort of this question,
‘Is the military budget too small
or maybe is our mission too large
around the world?’” Paul said on
CBS’s “Face the Nation” last weekend. “And because Republicans
are unwilling to confront that, they
want more, more, more for military
spending.”
Rep. Adam Smith (D-Wash.),
ranking member of the House
Armed Services Committee, supports increased defense spending
but expressed alarm at the “fiscally
unsound” approach Congress has
taken and hinted that will mean cuts
in the future.
“It is essential that we provide
the Department of Defense with
stable, coherent budgets that enable
our military to defend the United
States and our allies in a complex
threat environment,” he said in a

Russians Indicted

(Continued from Page 5)
ads, designed to exploit political and social divisions
in the United States, potentially reached 126 million
American users.
Twitter has also uncovered some 3,800 fake accounts and 50,000 bots tied to the shadowy Russian
operation.
The defendants are being charged with conspiracy
to defraud the United States; three defendants also face
additional charges of conspiracy to commit wire fraud
and bank fraud, and five with charges of aggravated
identity theft.
A California man pleaded guilty to identity fraud
on Friday shortly after Mueller issued the indictments.
The man, Pichard Pinedo, sold bank account

lawmakers on Capitol Hill are
trying to decide what to do to curb
gun violence.
Sen. Chris Murphy (D-Conn.)
called Trump’s move a “small, but
vital step.”
“Sign after sign this week that
we’ve hit a fulcrum point in this
debate where politicians are, for
the first time, scared on the political
consequences of inaction on guns.
Small, but vital step in the history
of our movement,” he commented
on Twitter.
Susan Dudley, a former Office of
Information and Regulatory Affairs
(OIRA) administrator who is now
director of the GW Regulatory
Studies Center at George Washington University, said Trump is likely
within his authority in ordering
Sessions to issue the rules.

statement this week about the budget request. “When you cut taxes
in the face of a $22 trillion debt
and increase the deficit from $700
billion to nearly a trillion, you are
making a public policy decision
about what you do and don’t want
to spend money on, and those tax
cuts will reverberate in our budget
calculus — including the defense
budget — for years to come.”
Despite the potential headwinds
in the 2020s, defense hawks largely
say they are focused on this year.
Asked if he’s concerned about
sustaining the defense budget
when the budget deal expires,
House Armed Services Committee Chairman Mac Thornberry
(R-Texas) said, “let’s just get this
one finished.”
He also indicated a continued
buildup could be paid for by finding
internal savings.
“The secretary and the deputy
secretary are very serious about
reforms within the department that
can generate savings,” Thornberry
said.
“Now our obligation is to make
sure, if they do that, they get to keep
those savings to reinvest them,” he
continued.
“Because sometimes in the past,
when money’s been saved in a program, Congress will scoop it up and
out and that reduces any incentive
to find savings.”

numbers over the Internet that helped individuals
circumvent security protocols of online digital payment companies.
Rosenstein said that the U.S. going forward must
work to ensure that such conspiracies to alter U.S.
elections do not succeed in undermining the nation’s
democracy.
“The Department of Justice will continue to work
cooperatively with other law enforcement and intelligence agencies, and with the Congress, to defend our
nation against similar current and future schemes,”
he said.
Rosenstein is the top Justice official overseeing
Mueller. Attorney General Jeff Sessions recused
himself from the Russia investigation.

“As long as ATF has statutory
authority, the president can direct
the attorney general to issue regulations, but they would have to
go through notice and comment,”
she said.
But not everyone is convinced
ATF can regulate the device without
an act of Congress.
“If ATF tries to ban these devices
after admitting repeatedly that it
lacks the authority to do so, that
process could be tied up in court for
years, and that would mean bump
stocks would continue to be sold,”
Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.)
said in a statement Tuesday.
“Legislation is the only answer.”
The bill Feinstein introduced
with two dozen other Democrats
in November calls for a ban on
assault weapon and high-capacity

ammunition magazines in addition
to bump stocks.
The National Rifle Association
has said bump stocks should be
subject to additional regulation but
has opposed legislation to ban the
device.
In a statement Tuesday, the gun
lobby said it cannot comment until
an actual rule is published with
specifics it can review.
“The NRA’s stance on this issue
has not changed,” NRA Spokeswoman Jennifer Baker said.
“Fully-automatic weapons have
been heavily regulated since the
1930’s, but banning semi-automatic
firearms and accessories has been
shown time and again to not prevent criminal activity and simply
punishes the law-abiding for the
criminal acts of others.”

To All Attorneys
who hate writing

NEVADA APPEAL GROUP (“NAG”) offers
FLAT FEE, high quality services for civil and
criminal Appeals and all Post-Conviction Relief.
NAG handles all types of appeals (misdemeanor,
felony and civil) as well as Habeas Corpus
Petitions, Nevada Supreme Court briefs, and
individual motions across the civil and criminal
spectrum, including Motions for Summary
Judgment. Turnaround time can be as minimal
as 24 hours. Federal PCR is also available.
Motions starting at $250 flat fee
Appeals starting at $500 flat fee

Get first month box
rent FREE with any
U-Haul truck rental

For more information and immediate response,
call or email:
(702) 902-5050
Nag@criminaldefenseoflasvegas.com

February 21-27, 2018 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / Page 7

Obama-era cash traced to Iran-backed terrorists

By Bill Gertz
The Washington Times
The U.S. government has traced
some of the $1.7 billion released
to Iran by the Obama administration to Iranian-backed terrorists in
the two years since the cash was
transferred.
According to knowledgeable
sources, Iran has used the funds
to pay its main proxy, the Lebanon-based terrorist group Hezbollah, along with the Quds Force,
Iran’s main foreign intelligence and
covert action arm and element of
the Islamic Revolutionary Guards
Corps.
The U.S. money supplied to Iran
as part of an arms settlement dating
back to the 1970s also has been
traced to Iran’s backing of Houthi
rebels seeking to take power in
Yemen. Iran has been supporting
the Yemen rebels as part of a bid to
encircle and eventually take control
of Saudi Arabia.
The intelligence tracing the
American funds to Iranian-backed
terrorists is likely to further fuel
President Trump’s effort to undo
the Iran nuclear deal, the Obama administration’s main foreign policy
initiative codified in the 2015 Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action, as
the Iran nuclear deal is called.
Despite promises to reject the
deal during the presidential campaign, Mr. Trump announced in
January the U.S. would not pull
out of the Iran nuclear accord for
now. But the president criticized
the transfer of money to Tehran and
signaled that Washington is going
after Iran’s funding of terrorism.
“The enormous financial windfall the Iranian regime received
because of the deal — access to
more than $100 billion, including
$1.8 billion in cash — has not
been used to better the lives of the
Iranian people,” Mr. Trump said
Jan. 12. “Instead, it has served as a
slush fund for weapons, terror, and
oppression, and to further line the
pockets of corrupt regime leaders.”

Mr. Trump said the United States
is countering Iranian proxy wars in
Yemen and Syria and cutting the
regime’s money flows to terrorists.
“We have sanctioned nearly 100
individuals and entities involved
with the Iranian regime’s ballistic
missile program and its other illicit
activities,” he said.
The American money sent by
the Obama administration was first
flown to Switzerland aboard an unmarked chartered aircraft, and then
converted into euros, Swiss francs
and other currencies. An Iranian
transport aircraft flew the cash to
Iran in January and February 2016
in three shipments. The first aircraft arrived in Tehran on Jan. 16,
2016, with $400 million piled on
wooden pallets. Two other aircraft
shipments of cash were sent on Jan.
22, 2016, and Feb. 5, 2016, totaling
$1.3 billion.
In all, Iran received $1.7 billion
in U.S. cash that has been used to
fund its covert terrorist support
operations.
The first $400 million coincided
with the release of four Americans
held hostage by Iran, a move by Iran
to make the money appear as if the
Obama administration had paid a
ransom to Tehran for the release of
the Americans.
The Obama administration
sought to justify the cash transfers

to the world’s leading state-sponsor
of terrorism by claiming the U.S.
government was set to lose a legal
arbitration case over arms purchases from the United States made by
the government of the Shah of Iran,
the predecessor government to the
Islamist regime that took power
in 1979. However, the primary
motivation was President Obama’s
effort to woo the Iranian regime
and seek to change its backing for
terrorism in the Middle East.
The Trump administration has
sharply reversed course and is
working hard to punish Iran for its
terrorist activities. Iran has been
linked to the deaths of scores of
Americans through its backing for
terrorism.
Defense Secretary James N.
Mattis has been one of the administration’s main hawks on Iran,
although he recently softened his
opposition to jettisoning the Iran
nuclear deal. In the administration’s
recently released defense strategy
blueprint, Mr. Mattis shifted the
focus of American defenses from
countering terrorists to confronting
nation-states. He said Iran “continues to sow violence and remains
the most significant challenge to
Middle East stability.”
“In the Middle East, Iran is competing with its neighbors, asserting
an arc of influence and instability

By Max Greenwood
The Hill
President Trump sought to
blame former President Barack
Obama over Russia’s meddling in
the 2016 election, sending a series
of tweets on Tuesday morning
that said his predecessor didn’t do
enough to stop Moscow.
Trump said that before the election, Obama thought Democratic
nominee Hillary Clinton would
win the presidential election and
didn’t want to “rock the boat.” After
Clinton lost, the president said “the
whole game changed.”
He also said that he has been
tougher on Russia than Obama.
Trump’s tweets come days after
special counsel Robert Mueller
indicted 13 Russian individuals and
three groups on charges related to
interference with the election. The
Mueller indictment offered compelling details of how the Russian
operation allegedly sought to hurt
Clinton and help Trump in the
presidential election.
The indictment provided no evidence that the Russian enterprise
colluded with the Trump campaign
or that Americans contacted by the
Russians realized the alleged nature
of the plot.

The president has come under
criticism for not taking the allegations against Russia more seriously.
Trump has said that Russian President Vladimir Putin has told him
that Moscow did not interfere with
the U.S. election.
Trump’s first tweet on the issue
Tuesday highlighted a quotation
from Obama ahead of the election.
He then slammed the former president’s motives.
Trump hit Obama on Russia one
more time later on Tuesday, tweeting, “I have been much tougher on
Russia than Obama, just look at the
facts. Total Fake News!”
Trump’s tweets were his latest
attack on Obama for what he says
was a failure to adequately address

concerns about Russian meddling,
despite efforts by the U.S. intelligence community to investigate
the plot in the months prior to the
election.
Trump raised the point in a
tweet on Monday, questioning why
Obama didn’t do more to address
the Russian efforts.
“Obama was President up to,
and beyond, the 2016 Election.
So why didn’t he do something
about Russian meddling?” Trump
tweeted.
Trump, who frequently tweets
while watching cable news, also
gave a shoutout to “Fox & Friends”
on Tuesday, thanking them for a
“great timeline” on the Obama
administration’s failures on Russia.

Trump blames Obama over
Russia election meddling

while vying for regional hegemony, using state-sponsored terrorist
activities, a growing network of
proxies, and its missile program to
achieve its objectives,” he stated.
Joint Staff revising strategy
The Pentagon’s Joint Staff is
working on a revision of U.S.
military strategy following the
release of Defense Secretary James
N. Mattis’ new national defense
strategy and the updated Nuclear
Posture Review. Both the strategy
and review outline significant shifts
in approaching foreign threats and
in directing American responses.
Air Force Gen. Paul J. Selva,
vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff, announced the launch of
the military strategy revision at a
hearing Tuesday before the House
Armed Services Committee.
“The national defense strategy
provides detailed defense policy
guidance for military strategy,
planning and operations,” Gen.
Selva said in his prepared statement. “Therefore, the chairman’s
2016 classified national military
strategy will require an update to
maintain complete consistency with
the national defense strategy and
the president’s national security
strategy released in December.”
The process of revising military
strategy began shortly after the new
defense strategy was announced.
Gen. Selva did not provide any
details on the revisions, but he noted that the revisions will be “a step
toward increasing the lethality and
flexibility of the joint force in light
of the reemergence of great power
competition.”
The revision is expected to alter
the military’s approach to dealing
with China, Russia, Iran and North
Korea, and terrorism — the main
threat matrix that, like almost everything in the Pentagon, has been
given its own acronym: CRIKT.
Countering terrorism will continue
to be focus but no longer the military’s main focus.
The Joint Staff, the military
group at the Pentagon that supports
the chairman and vice chairman of
the Joint Chiefs, also is getting a
makeover.
“We have begun a review of
the Joint Staff’s organization and
processes to determine if we need
to make adjustments to support
the chairman’s global integrator
responsibilities and to better po-

sition the chairman to support the
secretary’s decision making,” Gen.
Selva said.
Treasury sanctions
Asian terrorists
The Treasury Department’s
Office of Foreign Assets Control
targeted South Asian terrorist financing and support networks on
Wednesday by designating three
people as major terrorist backers.
The three were identified as Rahman Zeb Faqir Muhammad, Hizb
Ullah Astam Khan, and Dilawar
Khan Nadir Khan.
The sanctions block all property
and interests in property subject
to U.S. jurisdiction and are aimed
at preventing the financiers from
moving money and fundraising.
The Treasury Department “continues to aggressively pursue and
expose radicals who support terrorist organizations and run illicit
financial networks across South
Asia,” Sigal Mandelker, undersecretary for terrorism and financial
intelligence, in a statement.
“We are targeting operatives
who have provided logistical support, improvised explosive devices
and other technological assistance
to al Qaeda, Lashkar-e Taiba, the
Taliban and other terrorist groups,”
she said.
The sanctions are part of stepped
up efforts by Treasury to disrupt
terrorism fundraising.
Ms. Mandelker said the Trump
administration is calling on Pakistan’s government and others in
the region “to work with us to deny
sanctuary to these dangerous individuals and organizations.”
Raham Zeb is a financier and
technology operator for the Pakistani terror group Lashkar-e Taiba,
known as LeT, involved in Afghan
terror operations.
Hizb Ullah is a bombmaker and
financier for terrorists linked to
Shaykh Aminullah, a designated
terrorist. He was linked to shipments of improvised explosive
device precursor chemicals sent
from Pakistan to Afghanistan and
used by the Taliban and another
terrorist group.
Dilawar also worked with
Shaykh Aminullah and helped
communicate the shaykh’s message
among terrorists and facilitated
fund transfers, including international transactions.
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TRAFFIC UPDATE

NDOT breaks ground
on $78 Million U.S.
95 widening project
Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
The Nevada Department of
Transportation (NDOT) broke
ground on a $78 million widening
and upgrade to a six-mile-long
stretch of U.S. Highway 95 between
Ann and Kyle Canyon roads in
northwest Las Vegas. Las Vegas
Paving is the general contractor under a low bid construction contract
is valued at $64.6 million.
“This project will relieve congestion, improve efficiency and
enhance safety in fast growing
northwest Las Vegas, while providing capacity for future growth and
development,” said NDOT Director
Rudy Malfabon. “Currently, over
52,000 vehicles daily travel through
this corridor; however, traffic is
expected to more than double over
the next two decades.”
The project calls for expanding the highway from four to six
lanes from Durango Drive to Kyle
Canyon Road, constructing Elkhorn Road carpool access ramps
and building a diverging diamond
interchange at Kyle Canyon Road
that will feature a pole-mounted,
electrically powered and self-contained wrong way driver alert sign.
Wrong-way detection signs have
been proven to reduce wrong-way
events by 38 percent, according to
the Texas Transportation Institute.
There were 279 wrong-way driver
crashes on Nevada’s overall freeway system from 2005 to 2015,
resulting in 41 fatalities and 125
injuries.
Other enhancements entail placing decorative rock, erecting sig-

nage and lighting, and installing
Intelligent Transportation Systems
(ITS) and nearly nine miles of barrier rail. Additionally, the project will
place 11,200 feet of concrete box
storm drainage and 400 feet of open
channel between the Centennial
Bowl and Grand Teton Drive for
the Clark County Regional Flood
Control District.
The improvements will require
moving enough dirt to fill 304
Olympic-sized swimming pools,
placing enough concrete to pave
2,000 driveways, and using enough
steel to build 100 Sherman tanks.
The project is being underwritten
by a combination of federal ($42.4
million), state ($2.2 million) and
local ($33.4 million) funds. Construction will finish in the fall of
2019.
“This project helps create a reliable transportation network that
enhances cultural and economic
access in the northwest valley,” said
Clark County Commissioner Larry
Brown, who represents District C.
“It establishes a new visual gateway
corridor into Mt. Charleston.”
Motorists should use caution
while travelling through the work
zone, heed construction signage,
and take alternate detour routes, if
possible. NDOT works to inform
the public about planned highway
restrictions, but unscheduled construction changes, closures and
restrictions are possible due to
weather or other factors. For the
latest state highway conditions,
visit nvroads.com or call 511 before
driving.

Be heard anywhere
in the world
(only $50 per hour)

Jones Boulevard upgrade,
lane restriction Feb. 21st

Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
The Nevada Department of Transportation (NDOT) will be making an
emergency pavement repair along a 1-mile stretch of southbound Jones
Boulevard (State Route 596) near Lake Mead Boulevard from 6 a.m. until
4 p.m., February 21, in Las Vegas. The repairs will result in an outside lane
restriction as well as the entrance closure to 6151 N. Jones Boulevard;
however, the Lake Mead entrance will remain open.
Motorists should use caution while travelling through the work zone,
heed construction signage, and take alternate detour routes, if possible.
NDOT works to inform the public about planned highway restrictions, but
unscheduled construction changes, closures and restrictions are possible
due to weather or other factors. For the latest state highway conditions,
visit nvroads.com or call 511 before driving.
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RadioTribune Lineup
“Open Mic”
Every Tuesday and Thursday at 11:00 a.m., Gordon
Martines hosts “Open Mic,” a popular RadioTribune.
com show. The Anti-Corruption Coalition of Nevada is
the basis for and theme of “Open Mic.”
Gordon Martines was a career police officer with 39
years of on-the-job Law Enforcement experience. Past
cases involving Kevin Daley, Trayvon Cole and a variety
of other covered-up criminal cases, and a billion dollars
worth of missing taxpayer money, are discussed in depth
and at length on the show.
Martines spent four years as police officer with the
Hermosa Beach Police Department before moving here
and resuming his police career in Las Vegas as a Detective in the Robbery/Homicide Bureau, retiring from
the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department after 36
years of police service.
The amount of corruption and cover-ups by executive
Police Administrative officers witnessed by Martines
inside the department led to his decision to contest the
good ol’ boy’s club and run for Clark County Sheriff
three times against what he knew were almost insurmountable odds.
“Open Mic” carries the voice the LVMPD does not
want you to hear, yet it is always there, every Tuesday
and Thursday at 11:00 a.m. on www.radiotribune.com.
Tune in!
*****
“Face The Tribune”
Face the Tribune is heard every Monday through Friday at 12 noon, hosted by Rolando Larraz.
For the last five years “Face The Tribune” has been
the premier show for interviews with politicians, civil
service workers, government officials and activists, and a
voice for those everyday citizens who needed to air their
legal grievances. The Las Vegas Tribune newspaper has
been a part of the Las Vegas community for over 18 years
and is the only independent newspaper in Clark County.
“Face The Tribune” was established as a voice for the
people of Las Vegas and is the only news platform where
judges, city councilmen, local businessmen and women, as well as Mr. or Ms. Local Citizen, can voice their
opinions and share the issues that pertain to Las Vegas.
The show’s host, Rolando Larraz, has been a journalist
in Clark County for over 50 years. He has been a fixture
in the community and a highly respected publisher who
has covered local news and events in Las Vegas since the
mid-’60s. For stories and information not available anywhere else in Las Vegas, tune into “Face The Tribune”
Monday through Friday at 12:00 noon.
*****
COBRA USA with Blu Laker
A daily Radio show Monday through Friday 2:00 p.m.
with live guests on a variety of subjects.
Due to the importance of health care, its out-of-control

costs with no restraints,
millions of Americans are
unable to obtain it. Why?
Our elected officials have
it, they don’t need to worry.
But what about the people
they represent? Find out
why on Cobra USA.
C.O.B.R.A. by the way
is the 1985 Insurance Law
created by Ronald Reagan in 1985 for continuing health care coverage
of health insurance. We
talk about insurance, savings and options available
through King Cobra, the
intended amended ver-
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sion of the original Cobra
program. We invite you to
press Congress for parity in
health care live here at Radio Tribune. Call or email
us at Cobra.blulaker@
gmail.com or call (949)
467- 0613.
Cobra USA is hosted by
Blu Laker, an investigative
reporter who has seen medical programs that work
around the world, with
a cure to the healthcare
problem here. Join him in
these discussions to clear
the air so vital to survival
itself and what you can do

to help. The world has become so large, it’s getting
claustrophobic with traffic,
travel, taxes, soaring costs
for food, water, clothing
and shelter, and what are
we to do? Join us with
your wisdom and knowledge to make America
great again; together we
can make a difference. Let
me pick your brain for the
advancement of humanity.
We are controversial, conservative and considerate
of other people, even when
they may have different
opinions.

Face the
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A government big enough to give you everything you want, is strong enough to take everything you have. — Thomas Jefferson

Our Point of View

Strip issues
have priority
over residents

It was splashed all over the front page of the daily paper so the tourists and visitors alike could see it, because
apparently it is the only paper that the elected officials
and local law enforcement seems to be interested in and
concerned about.
“Law enforcement, faith groups, casino representatives
and local homeless support organizations teamed up late
Friday on the Las Vegas Strip to combat crime and assist
the homeless. Metropolitan Police Department officers
split off into groups and led a walk along Las Vegas
Boulevard as part of its Take Back the Las Vegas Strip
event,” the article read.
We wonder and we ask, what about the residential areas
of Las Vegas? What about the residents of Clark County?
Don’t they count on the eyes of elected officials and local
law enforcement?
While all this takes place on the Las Vegas Strip, Las
Vegas residents and local businesses are being plagued
with homeless people interrupting the in and out traffic
to homes and businesses. The Las Vegas Metropolitan
Police Department and a small group of organizations
are showing off for the tourists, visitors, conventioneers
and perhaps a small group of high-rollers and gamblers
looking out from their complementary suites.
It is clear in all of our minds and it has always been
our focus that the casino industry is our main source of
income, but we also have to think of those who live here,
those who help the casino industry to be as successful as
they are.
In the old days the casino operators knew and realized
that the staff were the ones who made this city great and
they never forget that, because they have no intention of
carrying suitcases to the rooms, parking anyone’s car, or
making anyone’s bed, so that is why they all took care of
the employees, making sure they were satisfied and well
taken care of.
A great majority of people who live in Clark County
were involved in the casino and hotel industry and they
needed to have the peace of mind that when they went to
work their family was safe and their children were well
protected and out of danger.
In the old days the authorities, both the Las Vegas Police
and the Clark County Sheriff’s Office, were well aware
of that fact and the police presence was seen in both the
residential areas as well as on the Las Vegas Strip and
Fremont Street.
Now that the old police department and the old sheriff’s
department has merged and has become the Las Vegas
Metropolitan Police Department, it has become more of
a political organization than ever; we may disagree with
the current police administration but we believe that we
should be proud of all the rank and file members of our
police force; we can say that we have one of the best police
forces in the nation and many of them agree with us that a
walk on the Las Vegas Strip is a political show-off move.
We understand and sympathize with the homeless
community, but we also have to be realistic and accept
the fact that not all the homeless people are just down on
their luck; some of them do not want help because they
are more comfortable with their own living style that
includes drugs and alcohol and they have no intention to
change at any time soon.
Years ago during the Oscar Goodman administration,
the mayor tried to convert the old Jean Prison into a shelter
type of place to accommodate a good number of homeless
people so they could have a place to sleep, be able to take
a shower and shave, as well as having breakfast there so
they could go out looking for a job looking presentable
and with at least a cup of hot coffee in their stomach so
they could get out of the street and into their own place.
What happened, you may ask, and the answer is very
easy and very obvious: the mayor’s detractors were not
happy with that idea and soon started the “public relations
work” to destroy Mayor Goodman’s idea, claiming that
Mayor Goodman was trying to put these poor homeless
people in a prison or a prison camp when nothing was
further from the truth.
Today we could be a city having a minimum amount of
homeless if we would have listened to Mayor Goodman,
but holding on to such thoughts of the past is not the solution for today. We need to make sure that the homeless
situation can be resolved by trying to get them off the
streets, and those who still want to be on drugs and alcohol
and refuse the official help of the elected officials should
get a one-way ticket to their own home town.

Head of the EPA bemoans the
‘weaponization’ of his agency

By Thomas Mitchell
ponized” its rule making authority to
Under the Constitution the duty of
pick and choose winners in the econthe executive branch of the federal
omy. “Weaponized in the sense of
government is to enforce the laws
saying we are going to favor certain
enacted by Congress. Somewhere
outcomes in the market with respect
along the way some presidents and
to energy and the environment —
many of their appointed adminthat’s not the role of a regulator,”
istrators of the various executive
Pruitt said.
branches have lost sight of this
A few days later the head of the
distinction and usurped powers not
EPA visited mining sites in Nevada
accorded them.
and continued his rant about the
Fortunately this trend appears to
weaponization of rules to prohibit
be on the decline. Take for example
economic activity rather than meet
the recent words of Environmental
the congressional mandate to keep
ThoMaS MiTchell
Protection Agency Administrator
the air and water clean.
“The agency that I’ve been selected to lead, the last
Scott Pruitt.
“We are housed in the Executive Branch, and your several years has been weaponized. It’s been weaponjob is to enforce the law — the only authority I have ized against certain sectors of our economy, and yours
is from Congress — largely what has happened with was one of them,” the Elko newspaper quoted Pruitt
the past administration, they made it up,” Pruitt said as telling 300 miners during a visit to Coeur Mining’s
in a recent press interview. “The fact that Congress is Rochester mine near Lovelock. “Think about that for
dysfunctional and is not updating the Clean Air Act a second. An agency in Washington, D.C., weaponized
or the Clean Water Act or all of these statutes that against its own sectors of the economy across this
we administer, the fact that Congress isn’t doing that country. That’s not the way it should work.”
He said his agency needs to get back to stewardship
doesn’t mean EPA can say, ‘We’re going to do it in
of the environment rather than issuing prohibitions
your place.’”
(See Mitchell, Page 12)
He went on to say his agency in the past had “wea-

Gun control blame-game has begun

By Perly Viasmensky
What happened at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High
School in Florida is the most recent shocking tragedy
of the many this nation has suffered in recent times.
An online activist group, Avaaz, and its deputy
director, Emma Ruby-Sachs, have created a campaign
targeting Florida Senator Marco Rubio.
Marco Rubio is not one of my favorite persons, but
I believe it is unfair to target him for something that
could not have been prevented.
It is totally unfair for Emma Ruby-Sachs to claim
that Marco Rubio refuses to protect our children. Rubio
has four children of his own and I firmly believe that he
would protect all children just as he protects his own.
That Marco Rubio received contributions from the
National Rifle Association (NRA) is probably the truth,
but do people ever stop to wonder how many other
politicians have received contributions from the NRA?
Gun control has become an obsession among people that have nothing else to complain about; people
who refuse to accept the fact that gun restrictions
would not have prevented the mass shooting at the
high school.
According to news reports Emma Ruby-Sachs
said, “Senator Rubio has taken fire across the country

for his toothless response to the shooting, calling it
‘inexplicable.’
We called (that) ‘inexcusable.’”
In my most humble opinion what happened is both
inexplicable and inexcusable, if we all consider the fact
that the FBI received a tip last month that Nikolas Cruz
had a “desire to kill” and access to guns and could be
plotting an attack, but agents failed to investigate. That
is INEXPLICABLE.
A person close to Cruz called the FBI’s tip line
on January 5 and provided information about Cruz’s
weapons and his erratic behavior, including his disturbing social media posts. The caller, according to news
reports, was concerned that Cruz could attack a school.
The FBI acknowledged that the tip should have been
shared with the FBI’s Miami office and investigated,
but it was not. That is INEXCUSABLE.
It does not surprise me because the FBI is famous
for ignoring not only tips, but also complete information with names, addresses and even pictures about
a fugitive murderer. The last time I was awake in
school I learned that murder does not have a statute
of limitations.
All those people trying to put the blame on some(See Viasmensky, Page 15)

ON A PERSONAL NOTE

Why can’t we all just get along?

By Maramis
on the “same page,” or contribute
While John Lennon sang about
toward world peace, or even peace
peace, and preached about everyone
of the moment?
just getting along, that could only
I see it all the time on news shows
happen if we all understood each
— one person talking over another
other. Or, to put it another way, if
because that person believes what he
we were all on the same page —
or she has to say is more important
meaning that everyone involved in
than what anyone else has to say. On
“the conversation” understood what
such shows no one’s point or comthe conversation was about — there
mentary is given enough free rein to
would be hope that we could actually
be heard and really understood, so
accept our differences and not attack
therefore it cannot be truly argued
those who think and act differently
with, debated, or, heaven forbid,
MaraMiS choufani
from ourselves.
even agreed with.
And while Rodney King also asked a question, in
Apparently that kind of behavior is considered perall sincerity and innocence, it was a yes or no question fectly acceptable all around: did not our candidates for
as opposed to a why question. He asked, “Can we all the highest office in the land — the presidency of the
get along?” (a question that he was no doubt hoping United States— recently all do the exact same thing?
could be answered with a simple yes) as opposed to Haven’t we seen this behavior all over TV, on every
the title of this column, which asks for a reason.
conceivable type of show where more than one person
So many people in this world — and to bring it — and usually more than two — are asked for their
down to a more manageable-sized chunk of real estate, opinions or viewpoints on a subject or a point? And it
in this country — do not even know what the person in isn’t always just about politics. Yet always, all points
front of them is really talking about, so how can they get lost in the overtalk.
(See Maramis, Page 15)
make a worthwhile comment on it, let alone join them

View Points

February 21-27, 2018 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / Page 11

Editors note: The views expressed are entirely those of the writers and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the Las Vegas Tribune.

Victoria Seaman attacks opponent over helping
armless/legless child (yes, you read that right)
By Chuck Muth
I’ll get to Jermel Smith in a
minute, but first…
Republican candidate Victoria
Seaman’s abrasive, belligerent, often obnoxious, split-personality is
becoming a major issue in her race
for Nevada’s 3rd congressional district, calling into question whether
she has the temperament to be an
effective elected representative.
Yes, she does have a sugar-andspice side in public. And this is the
only side many of her supporters
have ever seen. But there’s a polar
opposite side to her Jekyll and Hyde
persona that is clearly troubling
to those who have witnessed it
first-hand.
After I wrote last week about
her blow-up with Assemblyman Ira
Hansen in a caucus meeting during
the 2015 legislative session — in
which Seaman was described as
“pouting and throwing tantrums”
and on three occasions “stomped
out of meetings when not getting
her way” — others have shared
similar stories.
One person who was in that
infamous meeting where Seaman
had her drama queen mega-meltdown told me they’d “never heard

CHUCK MUTH
a woman drop so many F-bombs in
such a short period of time.”
And that same volatile personality disorder, I’m told, was behind
the big roommate brouhaha in Carson City early in the 2015 session
that got so bad with the insufferably
argumentative Seaman that one of
them finally had to move out.
“I noticed on Twitter you have
been calling out Victoria for her
bad behavior,” wrote another in an
email. “As recently as last fall, she
had a meltdown at the NPRI dinner.
She claimed she was improperly
seated and went on and on about
being moved to a ‘table in the back.’
She’s a real gem.”

It’s a false sense of entitlement
clearly stemming from a deep, deep
insecurity complex that manifests
itself in her incessant quest to have
her photo taken with important
people and shared on social media.
“Look at me with Donald
Trump.” “Look at me with Gov.
Huckabee.” “Look at me with Rep.
Marsha Blackburn.” “Look at me
with Sebastian Gorka.” “Look at
me with Michele Fiore.” “Look at
me, me, me, me, me, me, me.”
Unfortunately this emotional
need to always be the center of
attention is combined with a brewing cauldron of inner anger that
regularly burbles up to the surface
causing the thin-skinned former
assemblywoman to uncontrollably
lash out at anyone she perceives to
be a threat to her becoming somebody important herself.
Which brings us to
Jermel Smith…
One of Victoria’s GOP primary
opponents in the CD3 race is Michelle Mortensen. Mortensen is a
very popular Emmy-winning former consumer advocate for KLASTV 8. As such, she’s a serious threat
to Victoria’s political ambitions.
So much so that I’ve heard sto-

ries about a major blow-up Victoria
had with members of the church she
used to attend which also happened
to be the same church Mortensen’s
family attends. Seaman was reportedly livid that Mortensen would
get in “her” race and gave fellow
church-goers a piece of her mind
about it.
I’m told Seaman has since
switched churches rather than go
to the same church with Mortensen.
Don’t know if that’s true; but I don’t
doubt it either. How childish.
Anyway, Victoria has been
sniping at Mortensen with reckless
abandon on social media for weeks.

But in hot-headed, leap-before-youlook fashion, she also unconscionably went after a young boy who was
born without arms or legs.
Here’s the tweet she posted…
“My opponent @Tell_Michelle_
Michelle Mortensen wants you to
believe she is a small government
conservative but if so why does
she believe Medicaid isn’t doing
enough, and how big does she want
it to be! Watch video in her own
words. #NeverMortensen #SeamanforCongress”
“Why does she believe Medicaid
isn’t doing enough?” Remember
(See Muth, Page 12)

Are Millennials the Most Dangerous Drivers?

By Mace yampolsky
A new study has rated millennials as the most likely age group to
engage in risky driving behaviors
According to the AAA Foundation
for traffic safety, approximately 88
percent of millennials engaged in
risky behavior behind the wheel,
including texting, running red
lights, and speeding. It is reported that young millennial drivers,
those between the ages of 19-24,
were twice as likely to send and
read a text message while driving,
and more shockingly, statistics
show that 50 percent of millennials reported running red lights
even though they stated it would
have been safe for them to stop.
Naturally, this behavior is not only
dangerous for millennials but also
for all other drivers on the road, so
what can be done? And what should
you look for if you have been in an
accident with a millennial?
While this is a concerning finding, Nevada drivers should be
cautious not to limit their defensive
driving techniques to times when
millennial drivers are on the road.
Drivers of all ages can engage in
dangerous driving habits which
can ultimately cause an accident.

MaCe yaMPoLSKy

Nevada drivers should always be
alert and cautious on the roadways
and engage in defensive driving
which allows them to reduce the
likelihood of being involved in a
traffic collision. When accidents do
occur, consult with an accident attorney (like me) as soon as possible
in order to protect your legal rights.
The Study
The study consisted of a survey
conducted by the AAA Foundation
for Traffic Safety. In it, drivers
were asked to self-report whether
they had engaged in speeding, red
light running, or texting in the past

thirty days. Drivers aged 19 to
24 had the highest percentage of
drivers who reported engaging in
these dangerous driving behaviors.
A whopping 88.4 percent of these
millennial drivers admitted that
they had. Drivers aged 25 to 39
had the next-highest rate at 79.2
percent. Interestingly, the rates
progressively decreased as the age
group increased.
It remains to be seen whether
there is an inverse correlation
between the age of a driver and
the likelihood that he or she will
commit a traffic violation. For
now, it is enough to realize that
younger drivers are more likely to
do so. Furthermore, it is important
to realize that even the oldest group
of drivers surveyed (aged 60 to 74)
reported engaging in these behaviors at the high rate of 67.3 percent.
This means that, in general, significantly more than half of the drivers
on the road at any given time have
committed a traffic infraction in the
past thirty days.
What Can Drivers Do
to Stay Safe on the
Roads of Nevada?
The most direct and important
step drivers can take to prevent ac-

cidents is to stop the behaviors that
are likely to cause a car accident.
Speeding, running red lights, and
other traffic violations all increase
the risk of collision. Other risk
factors have only recently become
a cause for concern. Distracted
Driving, for example, has increased
significantly as navigation systems,
smartphones, and in-vehicle entertainment systems become more and
more common with each passing
year. And while drunk driving has
long been an area of social activism and media attention, drugged
driving has become a prevalent
problem as the opioid crisis moves
to the roads of America.
The Washington Post reports
that 2015 was the first year in which
drugged driving caused more traffic
fatalities than drunk driving. And
according to the American Journal
Of Public Health, the number of
fatally injured drivers with prescription opioids in their system
increased more than seven times between 1995 and 2015. The statistics
remind us that impaired driving has
much deeper and more complicated
causes than simply alcohol.
Unfortunately, it is not just
enough to ensure that your own

driving habits are safe.
Drivers must also be prepared
to react to unsafe driving behaviors from other drivers. Maintain
constant awareness of your surroundings, and what other nearby
drivers are doing. Allow yourself
plenty of space between your vehicle and others in order to be able to
react to obstacles in the roadway or
other fast changes. Controlling your
speed is one of the most important
measures in preventing an accident.
When speeding, a driver does
not have enough time to react to a
hazardous condition. By slowing
down, a driver has many more
options for safely getting out of
a dangerous situation. Reducing
speed has also been proven to reduce the severity of injuries which
are sustained in an auto accident.
The World Health Organization
reports that an accident occurring
at 80 kilometers per hour (49.71
MPH) is twenty times more likely
to kill an accident victim than one
occurring at 30 (18.64 MPH) kilometers per hour.
Helping Young Drivers
Stay Safe
Parents can help reduce the dan(See Mace, Page 14)

Larry Klayman seeks appointment as
Special Counsel to root out Mueller et al.
Go to www.FreedomWatchUSA.org to sign petition to name Larry Klayman Special Counsel!

By Larry Klayman
You know me at the only lawyer ever to have a court rule that
a sitting president, Bill Clinton,
committed a crime. You know me
as fearless and not worried about
being a part of the Washington,
D.C., establishment. In the ironic
words of Groucho Marx, I would
never want to part of a club that
would have me as a member!
And that is why I am going “full
throttle” to legally destroy vicious
establishment political hack Special
Counsel Robert Mueller and his
compromised and conflicted leftist
prosecutorial staff, before they
destroy President Donald Trump,
his presidency, his administration,
the nation and you and your loved
ones’ aspirations to continue to live
in freedom and liberty. God only
knows that the previous eight years
of the Obama administration —
with its corrupt ways, bigotry, racism and love of all things Muslim,
and its alliance with radical blacks,
radical atheists, radical feminists,
radical anarchists and illegal immigrants to boost Democrat voter
rolls — nearly took down the vision
of our Founding Fathers when they
created a new and free nation on
July 4, 1776, in my birthplace of

Larry KLayMan
Philadelphia.
Now these evil forces of the left
— bankrolled largely by self-hating
Jew George Soros, who collaborated with Hitler in World War II to
confiscate the property of fellow
Jews who were being sent by the
Nazis to gas chambers and ovens
— have effectively teamed up with
Special Counsel Robert Mueller to
take down our president, perhaps
the last president of his conservative and libertarian kind if he does
not succeed in his mission and
mandate from the voters to “Make
America Great Again.” If President
Trump is destroyed by Mueller and

his lawless and deep state co-conspirators in the U.S. Department of
Justice, its FBI and the intelligence
agencies, then the next president
will likely be far worse than even
Obama — who this week was seen
in a photo embracing Black Muslim
Jew and Christian-hater Louis Farrakhan of the Nation of Islam. The
next president will be an ultra-leftist
who will reshape the entire fabric of
our country, Bolshevik style.
And that is why I have pledged
my sacred honor, what little “fortune” Freedom Watch now has, and
our lives to save the Trump presidency by removing Special Counsel
Mueller and his co-conspirators
such as Deputy Attorney General
Rod Rosenstein — an Obama deepstate holdover — before all is lost.
It was Rosenstein who “cleverly”
persuaded inert and cowardly Attorney General Jeff Sessions to name
Mueller as special counsel, and it is
Rosenstein who is allowing Mueller
and his corrupt staff to run rampant
over the constitutional rights of
President Trump, his family and
associates and our rights.
Both of these “criminals” must
be dealt with and legally removed
from office before it is too late.
That is why we at Freedom Watch

have brought hard-hitting lawsuits
to remove Mueller and the likes of
Rosenstein. You can find information about these cases at FreedomWatchUSA.org, but suffice it to
say here that the lawsuits involve
matters that concern the torrent of
illegal criminal leaks coming from
Mueller and the DOJ’s grand jury
investigations of alleged Russian
collusion and obstruction of justice.
These cases also concern Mueller
and, with the help and approval
of Rosenstein, far exceeded even
the illegitimate authority given to
him to conduct grand jury investigations of President Trump and
those around him. In addition, we
have complained about the apparent
conflicts of interest of Mueller’s
prosecutorial staff, nearly all of
whom gave money to Democrats
and/or voted for Hillary Clinton
and Barack Obama. One of these
prosecutors is even a Trump-hating
Muslim.
I am talking about ending the
prosecutorial jihad of Special
Counsel Robert Mueller, who, with
his band of ultra-leftist political
hack prosecutors, continues not
only to chew up hard-earned and
scarce taxpayer resources, but daily
leaks grand jury and other confiden-

tial information to harm President
Trump and all who are around him
in an attempt to paralyze not just
the presidency, but also kill the
reintroduction of conservative and
libertarian ideology back into our
body politic.
Adding insult to this considerable injury to the nation are the
contrived and phony indictments
Mueller has already brought against
retired Gen. Mike Flynn and others,
hoping with these coercive tactics
that he can get them to lie about socalled Trumpian Russian collusion
and alleged obstruction of justice
in the firing of former FBI Director
James Comey. Thus far, it would
appear that the special counsel has
not succeeded in his quest to have
defendants such as Flynn and other
witnesses commit perjury to take
down our commander in chief and
his administration. But the game
goes on in any event, with even
Republican establishment senators
such as Lindsey Graham, John
McCain, Susan Collins and House
members such as Trey Gowdy,
Paul Ryan and a host of others
continuing to feed the public BS
that Mueller is a man of integrity
and should be allowed to do his job.
(See Klayman, Page 13)
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Socialism by Regulatory Fiat
By José Azel
The proposition that socialism
can be a natural consequence of an
excess of governmental regulations
may be an overreaching idea, but
not by much.
Definitionally, socialism refers
to a range of economic and social
systems characterized by social
control of the means of production. In parallel, regulations can be
defined as a model of management
prescribed by a superior authority
having the force of law. That is,
excessive government regulations
may be viewed as the mechanism
for effective socialist governmental
control of the means of production.
From that perspective, the increase in federal regulations in the
United States over the years is not
only staggering, but ominous. Each
year, the Competitive Enterprise
Institute publishes a survey of the
size, scope, and cost of federal
regulations, and how they affect
American consumers, businesses,
and the U.S. economy.
The report, aptly titled “Ten
Thousand Commandments,” alerts
us as to the impact of federal regulations. Regulations get little specific attention in political debates
because, unlike taxes, their costs are
not budgeted and are often indirect
and off the books. But consider that
the 2015 Federal Register -the federal government’s daily publication
of rules- finished the year at 80,260
pages. That is equivalent to over
400 books of average size.
Although precise regulatory
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costs can never be fully known, the
“Ten Thousand Commandments,”
report uses government and private
data about regulations enacted
yearly, and their effects to offer us
a more comprehensive overview
of the costs of the regulatory state.
The 2016 report highlights that
federal regulatory costs exceeded
$1.885 trillion in 2015. This figure
is incomprehensible for most of
us, so let’s introduce some context.
If U.S federal regulations were a
country, it would be the ninth-largest economy in the world, ahead of
Russia. If we assume that the cost
of federal regulations is transferred
directly to households, each U.S.
household incurs a yearly regulatory hidden tax of $14,842. This
hidden tax amounts to 28 percent
of the average budget expenditure
per household.
In the same way that regulatory
costs remain largely hidden from

public view in our federal budgeting
processes, regulatory costs are also
unaccounted for in our personal
household budgeting. But inevitably, the cost to businesses of regulatory compliance finds its way to
the prices consumers pay, the wages
workers earn, and to lower levels
of prosperity. We pay the bill, but
the lack of transparency regarding
the real costs of regulations may
explain our gluttonous appetite for
paternalistic government interventions.
Paternalism embodies the twin
socialist convictions that most individuals make bad decisions when
allowed to decide for themselves,
and that businessmen, acting out
of greed, endanger the gullible
public by cutting corners to make
an extra buck.
Yes, commerce is a self-interested pursuit that encourages and
rewards selfish behavior. However,
it does not follow that business is
about harming, or exploiting customers. In a free enterprise system,
profits result from creating superior
value for customers, not from exploitation.
Regulatory policy imposes the
judgment of a small group of regulatory wise men over a market
process of voluntary exchange that
reflects the needs and preferences
of the population at large. In a free
market economy, every voluntary
exchange guides resources to their
highest value use. Thus every
regulation that impedes voluntary
exchanges reduces the effectiveness

of resource use, and increases costs.
Markets do not cause escalating
bureaucracies and inefficiencies,
government regulations do. Competitive markets lead to innovation,
customer satisfaction and declining prices. After all, one does not
succeed in business by harming or
mistreating customers.
This is not to suggest that regulations are always unnecessary. Policies that seek to protect children
and those unable to make reasoned
judgments are clearly defensible,
but regulations that aspire to protect
individuals from themselves undermine the very concepts of personal
responsibility.

ON THE HOLMES FRONT

Accepting responsibility for our
own lives is a moral and intellectual
achievement. It is a celebration of
our individual freedoms. Philosophically, government regulations
delineate the boundaries between
freedom and socialist coercion.
José Azel left Cuba in 1961 as a
13 year-old political exile in what
has been dubbed Operation Pedro
Pan — the largest unaccompanied
child refugee movement in the history of the Western Hemisphere.
He is currently dedicated to the indepth analyses of Cuba’s economic,
social and political state, with a
keen interest in post-Castro-Cuba
strategies.

Lock him up! Obama pal lied under oath

By Frank Holmes
The Russia investigation may
finally land somebody in prison —
but it won’t be President Donald
Trump, or anybody in his administration.
Instead, it just may be an Obama
official accused of lying under oath
about the fake Russian intelligence
dossier.
President Barack Obama’s CIA
director John Brennan told Congress he had no idea who authored
the dossier — and that the CIA
didn’t use even use it in order to
get a court order to spy on Trump’s
campaign.
“It wasn’t part of the corpus of
intelligence information that we
had,” Brennan testified at the House
Intelligence Committee last May.
“It was not in any way used as a basis for the Intelligence Community
Assessment that was done. Uh… it
was not.”
Unfortunately for him, Rep.
Devin Nunes’ recently declassified
memo exposed that it was.
It described exactly how inspectors used the fake dossier to get a
FISA court’s permission to spy on
former Trump adviser Carter Page,
then renewed that order three times.
For a year, Obama’s intelligence
community ‘accidentally’ picked
up information about Trump’s
campaign.
It’s an open secret that Brennan
wanted Hillary to keep him on as
CIA director — and he was willing
to use all the powers of the murky
intelligence agency to make sure
she got elected.
“John Brennan’s CIA operated
like a branch office of the Hillary

campaign,” wrote George Neumayr, contributing editor for The
American Spectator.
Brennan — who voted for the
Communist Party candidate in
1976 — flooded the agency with
left-wing radicals, then let them
pass themselves off as impartial
security officers.
“Brennan’s retinue of political
radicals didn’t even bother to hide
their activism, decorating offices
with ‘Hillary for president cups’
and other campaign paraphernalia,”
Neumayr wrote.
For FBI agents Peter Strzok and
Lisa Page, the dossier was “insurance,” but for Brennan it meant job
security.
Or so he thought, until he put his
hand on a Bible, looked Rep. Trey
Gowdy in the eye, and lied through
his teeth.

Nunes’ investigation is closing
the noose on Brennan — and the
Obama official could be spending
time in the slammer.

Phase one of Nunes’ investigation exposed how the Hillary
campaign hired Fusion GPS to
cook up the phony dossier. Then

it revealed that Obama’s renegade
FBI conspired to plant the Russian
collusion scandal in case Trump
beat their golden girl.
Phase two is going to show
how Obama’s State Department —
which Hillary recently led — joined
in on the anti-Trump conspiracy.
“In phase three, the involvement
of the intelligence community will
come into sharper focus,” Nunes
said.
And that’s when Brennan could
be going to jail for lying under oath.
The penalty for perjury is five
years in prison — and Brennan
deserves every minute of it.
Frank Holmes is a reporter for
The Horn News. He is a veteran
journalist and an outspoken conservative that talks about the news
that was in his weekly article, “On
The Holmes Front.”

(Continued from Page 11)
that question.
Seaman attached a 10-second
video clip to her tweet of Mortensen
speaking to the Sun City Conservative Club last month. And here’s
exactly what Mortensen said…
“Medicaid said the little boy
didn’t need a wheelchair. That’s
Medicaid for you.”
Mortensen was discussing the
situation that faced Jermel. And
here’s his story; both gut-wrenching
and heart-warming…
At her first ultra-sound, little Jermel’s mom, also named Michelle,
learned that he was going to be born
without limbs. No legs. No arms.
Only two little hands attached to
his shoulders. And a beating heart.

Everyone, including her doctors,
thought Jermel’s mom should terminate the pregnancy. But Michelle
said no. “How could I have done
that and been OK?” she asked.
Miraculously, Jermel is now in
elementary school. But he outgrew
his specialized wheelchair. He had
difficulty accessing the controls and
the straps wouldn’t hold him in.
Indeed, he now bears a nasty scar
on his cheek from a serious fall.
Clearly, the boy needed a new
wheelchair — one that “would give
him independence and a chance
at a normal life.” But Medicaid
refused to cover it… not once, but
SIX times.
Which brings us back to Seaman’s sarcastic question about

(Continued from Page 10)
against certain activity.
Pruitt went on to say that his
agency would be cooperative with
the states in taking commonsense
approaches that give the state
leeway in making cost-effective
decisions — a refreshing return to
the concept of federalism.
“We recognized that you in
Nevada recognize that you care
about the air that you breath, the
water you drink and how you take
care of your land in the state,” the
Elko paper quoted Pruitt as saying.
“Having a rule that was punitive,
weaponized against the mining
sector, was not a reason to have the
rule, so we stopped the rule.”
Pruitt’s approach to looking
at the facts and the law instead
of vague presumptions based on
unproven theories is sending the
climate change acolytes into paroxysms of apoplexy.
In that earlier interview, he
was quoted as saying, “There are
things we know and things we don’t
know. I think it’s pretty arrogant for
people in 2018 to say, ‘We know

Mortensen: “Why does she believe
Medicaid isn’t doing enough?”
Why? Because while Medicaid
is providing benefits for able-bodied adults who have no disability
preventing them from working,
the same government program
would not cover a wheelchair for a
little boy with no legs and no arms,
that’s why.
Conservatives believe the proper role of government is to help
those who CAN’T help themselves;
not those who WON’T help themselves. And a government health
care program that won’t help a
little boy like Jermel is a failure that
should infuriate all of us.
And THAT’S what Mortensen
was talking about.
And apparently Victoria thinks
Jermel and his mom were wrong to
ask Medicaid to cover a new wheelchair for the boy and Mortensen
was wrong to take the mother and
son’s side.
Now the rest of the story
Michelle Mortensen didn’t just
“talk” about this Medicaid failure.
When she learned of little Jermel’s
predicament, she contacted a private foundation, which donated a
brand new $30,000 wheelchair —
decked out with his favorite Ninja
Turtle accessories! — that allows
him to get around better and safer.

But Mortensen didn’t stop there.
She reached out to K-Mart, Smith’s
and Walker Furniture to get Jermel
set up for school last fall with new
clothes, school supplies and his
first-ever bedroom set, “complete
with Ninja Turtle sheets.”
So what we actually have here
in the bitchy Seaman tweet is a
story about a woman who CHOSE
LIFE, a government program that
failed miserably in providing for
one of the truly needy individuals
in our community, and a candidate
running for Congress who stepped
in and did something amazing to
help the little boy and fix the problem through the generosity of the
private sector
What’s not conservative about
that?
That Victoria Seaman — “The
Queen of Mean” — would go after
Mortensen, Jermel and his mom in
an ignorant, petty, heartless tweet
just to advance her political ambitions is absolutely shameful. Talk
about a “nasty woman.”
*****
Chuck Muth is president of
Citizen Outreach, a non-profit
public policy grassroots advocacy
organization and publisher of NevadaNewsandViews.com. He may
be reached by email at cmuth@
lasvegastribune.com.

environmental Protection Agency Administrator scott Pruitt
what the ideal surface temperature good for the economy, the environshould be in the year 2100,’” adding ment and the country.
*****
that the debate about proper carbon
Thomas Mitchell is a former
dioxide levels is important but not
the most pressing matter in the near newspaper editor who now writes
conservative/libertarian columns
future.
We appreciate and applaud the for weekly papers in Nevada.
commonsense and constitutional You may email Mitchell at thomapproach enunciated by this mem- asmnv@yahoo.com. He blogs at
ber of the executive branch. It is http://4thst8.wordpress.com/.
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Mueller indictments still miss the
mark on Trump-Russia collusion
By Jonathan Turley
The Hill opinion contributor
Lewis Carroll once wrote in praise of adjectives, saying that “adjectives you can do
anything with, but not verbs.” That is certainly true with the latest indictments by special
counsel Robert Mueller of 13 Russians for
interfering with the 2016 presidential election. For the White House, the entire report
comes down to a single adjective. Let’s see
if you can spot it: The Russian defendants
“communicated with unwitting individuals
associated with the Trump campaign.”
Despite a 37-page indictment with a long
narrative on a coordinated Russian campaign
of interference, the most newsworthy fact
comes from the carefully placed adjective
“unwitting.”
It confirms that the special counsel has
found no knowing coordination or collusion
between these hackers and Trump officials.
The indictment names 13 Russian nationals
and three Russian entities in alleged interference in the 2016 presidential election. It
describes a coordinated effort by Russians,
including the shadowy Internet Research
Agency, to wage “information warfare”
against the United States.
The charges themselves are not particularly novel or exotic. They involve identity
fraud, wire fraud and other conventional
charges. However, the context is anything
but conventional. This is the largest indictment of a foreign effort to interfere with our
elections, and the clear import is that the hand
of the Russian government was behind this
effort. Moreover, it is clear that the Russians
were acting to help Donald Trump and hurt
Hillary Clinton.
While the indictment is historic, it is hardly a surprise. Few people were questioning
the Russian interference with and hacking of
the election. Both Democratic and Republican leaders were in agreement on this fact,
as were all of the administration’s top intelligence figures. The one hold-out seemed to be
the president himself. He routinely referred to
the “fake news” of the Russian investigation.
While Trump seemed to be focusing on

the specific allegations of collusion by his
campaign, he will now have a chance to make
that distinction more clearly and concretely.
This indictment is incredibly detailed and
damning as to the effort of the Russians to
interfere in the election and then hide their
tracks once the FBI went into the field looking for the hackers.
That brings us back to “unwitting.” Not
only did the indictment clearly say that no
one in the Trump campaign was wittingly or
knowingly involved with the Russians, it explains how the Russians used fake names and
groups to hide their real identities. Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein gave a press
conference and drove home that point, stating
that there was no evidence of any knowing
involvement by the Trump campaign, as
well as no evidence that this effort impacted
the election. Indeed, Rosenstein stated that
there is “no allegation in this indictment that
any American had any knowledge” of the
Russian effort.
For over a year, some of us have been
questioning the weekly “bombshells” announced on cable programs of criminal Russian collusion. Indeed, for months I asked for
someone to point to a crime of collusion in

the criminal code or the criminal evidence to
support a criminal indictment if such a related
charge is made. With each week, experts have
given breathless accounts of the circle of
collusion tightening on the Trump campaign.
Now, the special counsel and the deputy
attorney general are saying that there is no
evidence of knowing interaction of campaign
staff with Russians interfering with the election. The paucity of such evidence follows a
year of intensive investigation and the much
heralded plea bargains with former National
Security Adviser Michael Flynn and campaign adviser George Papadopoulos and the
expected plea with former campaign official
Rick Gates. There is still no evidence of anyone “wittingly” or knowingly colluding with
these Russians. Moreover, the indictment
says that the Russian efforts began in 2014,
long before the candidacy of Trump.
None of that has stopped the spin. CNN
political director David Chalian insisted that
nothing in the indictment actually says that
the Trump campaign did nothing wrong. But
prosecutors generally do not use indictments
to affirmatively exonerate organizations.
They focus on the matter under investigation.
On the same panel, CNN legal analyst Carrie

Cordero speculated that the Mueller team
added this language “to give it political cover” to protect his investigation and allow it to
continue without interference from the White
House. There is also the slight possibility that
this is an indictment which stated the facts
required to be truthful to the court and that
there is no evidence of collusion.
Of course, the absence of collusion would
not end the Mueller investigation, and reports
indicate the collusion probe is ongoing.
Mueller has already charged various figures
with collateral crimes. Moreover, even if
there is no case for collusion, there could still
be a case of obstruction. The irony would be
hard to miss. For months, many of us have
been baffled by the president’s obsession and
personal actions in relation to the Russian
investigation. The evidence against Trump
or his campaign has remained entirely
speculative and thin. Yet, he has repeatedly
acted in ways that have fueled allegations of
obstruction, even though the underlying case
is manifestly weak.
If Mueller ultimately finds no collusion,
it could not only clear Trump but could even
lead him to consider the use of his pardon
power for individuals like Flynn. It is doubtful that Flynn’s indictment would have been
handed down but for the appointment of the
special counsel. Again, the irony is crushing.
Before Trump fired James Comey as FBI
director, his investigators reportedly decided
that Flynn did not intentionally lie to them
about his meeting with the Russians. Once
Trump fired Comey, Flynn was a target of
opportunity for the special prosecutors.
This all brings us back to “unwitting.”
When this history is written, that adjective
could well stand out as the turning point in
the Russian investigation. The remaining
question could be whether Trump wittingly
obstructed an investigation into unwitting
contacts with the Russians.
*****
Jonathan Turley is the Shapiro Professor
of Public Interest Law at George Washington
University. You can follow him on Twitter @
JonathanTurley.

Russian assault on ‘American idea’
enables Trump to Take Tough Action

By John Bolton
The Hill opinion contributor
Special counsel Robert Mueller’s efforts are far from over, and
definitive conclusions about his
work must still abide the day. Even
so, Friday’s announcement that a
federal grand jury in Washington
had indicted 13 Russian citizens
and three Russian entities for
interfering in the 2016 elections
and thereafter is highly significant,
domestically and internationally.
Mueller must still prove his wire
fraud, identity fraud and other
charges beyond a reasonable doubt,
but the indictment alone powerfully
reflects a wide-ranging investigation.
Domestically, the political ramifications for Donald Trump are
clearly beneficial. After more than
a year of public accusations, uninformed speculation and prodigious
leaking by members of Congress
and the media, the indictment contains no Trump-related allegations
of knowing involvement in or
support for Moscow’s pernicious
activities. Both the indictment itself
and Deputy Attorney General Rod
Rosenstein’s accompanying press
conference describe the Americans manipulated by the Russian
saboteurs as “unwitting” or “unknowing.”
Nor does the indictment allege

that Russia’s machinations, which
began in 2014, well before any announced Republican or Democratic
candidates for the presidency, influenced the election’s outcome. Sen.
Roy Blunt (R-Mo.) previously put
Moscow’s social media spending
in proper perspective: The known
$100,000 of Russian expenditures
amounted to a mere 0.005 percent
of the approximately $81,000,000
of total social-media outlays by
the Clinton and Trump campaigns.
Facebook vice president Rob Goldman himself tweeted that the majority of Moscow’s spending occurred
after the election.

(Continued from Page 11)
Not only does the devil know
what Mueller’s job is — apparently
at his direction to spare no time and
expense to destroy Donald Trump
— but so do Republican establishment types like Gowdy who,
despite being the current chairman
of the potentially powerful House
Government Oversight and Reform
Committee, has played both sides
of the sleazy congressional and
law enforcement street. Gowdy,
recently announcing that he will
step down from his chairmanship
and his House seat to return to
private legal practice, clearly wants
to keep his standing in the establishment Washington, D.C., legal
community and not aggressively
take any steps to remove Mueller
for fear that when he re-emerges
with some fat-cat law firm he will
need to maintain his establishment
standing. Clearly, Gowdy and his
future private clients will not want

to alienate the Justice Department establishment — now run
by Deputy Attorney General Rod
Rosenstein and his chief, Attorney
General Jeff Sessions — of which
Mueller regrettably is a part.
And, this is the game played by
an overwhelming number of our
congressional representatives and
senators. These political swamp
creatures, while playing a “good”
game and putting on an attempted
sincere face on Fox News and
other cable networks, are indeed
political animals who put their
own well-being, when push comes
to shove, ahead of the dire need of
the nation to restore equal justice to
our legal system.
This is why, despite the commendable efforts of House Chairman Devin Nunes to ferret out the
prosecutorial misconduct of our
FBI and the Justice Department,
notwithstanding their co-conspirators in the intelligence agencies,

Klayman

The safest conclusion based on
currently available public information is that Russia did not intend
to advantage or disadvantage any
particular candidate and that Russia
was not “supporting” anyone for
president. Instead, its saboteurs
sought to sow discord and mistrust
among U.S. citizens, undermining
our constitutional processes and
faith in the integrity of our elections. Advertising or demonstrations for or against Trump or any
other candidate were means to the
Russian end of corroding public
trust, not ends themselves.
Mueller’s indictment, while

likely not his last, nonetheless
undercuts both ends of the logic
chain that many Trump opponents
hoped would lead to impeachment.
There is, to date, no evidence of
collusion, express or implied, nor
can it honestly be said that Russia
was “pro-Trump.” What Trump
rightly feared earlier, based on his
political instincts, was that the notion of clandestine Kremlin support
for his campaign would morph into
the conclusion that his campaign
must have colluded with Moscow.
Such cooperation has yet to
find anything like real evidence to
support it, but the danger of people
jumping to that conclusion was both
obvious and continuously stoked
by anti-Trump media reporting,
asserting or implying repeatedly
what Russia and Trump were
purportedly up to. Typically, the
media’s ideological excess is their
own worst enemy. They would
rather play “gotcha” on Trump’s
skepticism of Russian involvement
than recognize that their fantasies of
bringing down his administration
are now undermined.
Accordingly, Mueller has afforded Trump a not-to-be-missed
opportunity to pivot from worrying
about unfair efforts to tar his campaign with the “collusion” allegation, toward the broader growing
danger of Russian subversion. What

happened in the 2016 campaign was
graver even than the “information
warfare” alleged in Friday’s indictment. This is, pure and simple, war
against the American idea itself.
Hence, the international ramifications of the special counsel’s
indictment: The White House can
and should now pivot to the real
task ahead, which is dealing strategically and comprehensively with
Russia’s global efforts to enhance
its influence. Interference in America’s election, much as it necessarily focuses our attention, is only a
part of Moscow’s disinformation
operations. Russian agents have
repeatedly interfered in European
elections, although the exact scope
remains uncertain.
The Kremlin has conducted
cyberwarfare against the Baltic republics, and old-fashioned conventional aggression against Georgia
and Ukraine, including annexing
Crimea. In the Middle East, during
the Obama administration, Russia
cemented a de facto alliance with
Iran, built and expanded military
facilities in Syria, sold weapons
to U.S. allies like Egypt and Saudi
Arabia, and propped up Bashar
Assad’s dictatorship in Syria.
Moscow has blatantly violated
the Intermediate-Range Nuclear
Forces Treaty, while rapidly mod(See Bolton, Page 14)

nothing will happen in the end, as
has regrettably been the case over
the last many decades, to bring
the true criminals — not President
Trump and his men and women —
to justice
If the past is a prologue, and
despite the nightly wishful optimism of the likes of Sean Hannity,
Gregg Jarrett, Sarah Carter and
John Solomon that finally justice
may be done as concerns Mueller,
Bill and Hillary Clinton, Barack
Obama and their criminal co-actors,
this will not happen until a fearless
second special counsel is appointed
to fully root out the corruption and
then prosecute it to the full extent
of the law.
This special counsel needs to
be fearless and someone from
outside of the Washington, D.C.,
swamp. He or she needs not to be
beholden to the establishment. This
special counsel, like our Founding
Fathers, needs to be willing to risk

all, including life and liberty, to
create a restored nation under God,
and he must have the support of the
American people to allow his job to
be carried out.
In all modesty, I firmly believe
that I am that person, and this is
why I have been asking all of you
to sign the petition to urge my appointment as special counsel. As
you know, I am the only lawyer in
American history to have a court
of law rule that a sitting president
committed a crime. This occurred
during the Clinton White House
years, when Slick Willy had criminally released, with the aid of his
political adviser James Carville,
the White House personnel file of
a woman he had sexually assaulted
in the Oval Office: one Kathleen
Willey.
As special counsel, I will have
the full powers of the Justice Department — and as a former federal
prosecutor and the founder of both

Judicial Watch and Freedom Watch,
I know how to both remove Mueller
and his corrupt prosecutorial staff,
as well as bring the Clintons and
Obamas of this world to the bar
of “Lady Justice.” In this way, in
the prophetic words of one of our
greatest Founding Fathers and
second American presidents, we
can again become a nation of laws
and not men.
Embedded in this column are
some memes I have had created to
strongly make this point. I sincerely
hope that you will go to our website
at www.freedomwatchusa.org and
sign and support the petition to have
me appointed special counsel.
*****
Larry Klayman is a former Justice Department prosecutor and
the founder of Judicial Watch and
Freedom Watch. His latest book is
“Whores: Why and How I Came to
Fight the Establishment.”
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Democrats put Dreamers and their
party in danger by playing hardball

By Douglas Schoen
The Hill opinion contributor
Last week, both Democrats and Republicans in the Senate voted to reject three immigration reform measures, all of which were
designed to compromise on the demands of
both parties.
These measures included a proposal from
the White House, as well as plans from Sens.
John McCain (R-Ariz.) and Chris Coons
(D-Del.) and from the Common Sense Coalition, a group of 16 senators made up of
eight Republicans, seven Democrats, and
one Independent.
While the plans differed on some issues,
all included protection for immigrants under
the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals
program, known as Dreamers. With the Senate out all of next week, it is unclear when
the topic of immigration will be revisited. But
for the Dreamers, time is running out: DACA
expires March 5.
Democratic leaders have claimed that
their top priority is ensuring the status of
the Dreamers, but by refusing to compromise on other issues, like a border wall and
increased limits on legal immigration, they
are endangering the future of the Dreamers
and harming themselves politically by giving
Republicans an opening to shift blame onto
them.
For example, on Wednesday, Sen. Mitch
McConnell (R-Ky.) said, “My Democratic
colleagues have spent months demanding

the Senate take up this issue. They even shut
down the government — unnecessarily, I
might add — in order to secure this very week
of debate. But now that the time has come
to make law instead of just making points,
they’re stalling.”
By using the Dreamers as a bargaining
chip and rejecting deals that would protect
their status, the Democrats are weakening
their credibility with their Republican
colleagues — and with voters. Polling has
shown that immigration was a central issue
for many of the Democratic voters who
defected to Donald Trump in 2016. A recent
Harvard-Harris poll found that 79 percent of
Americans believe we need secure borders,

and 61 percent think that current border security is insufficient.
To win back these voters and thus retake
the House, Democrats need to show that they
are willing to get tough on immigration and
listen to voters on border security. Simply
put, the Democratic Party is not in a position
to play hardball on this issue. While polls
may show Democrats leading in the generic
congressional vote, this advantage comes
almost exclusively from districts that the
Democrats already hold, where they lead
by an average of 38 points, according to a
recent ABC poll.
This means that Democrats must focus on
winning back the voters they lost in 2016, and

this effort starts with immigration. With Republicans no more able to agree on this issue
than their counterparts across the aisle, the
Democrats have a unique chance to appear as
a strong, unified and effective party.
After the failure of these three bills, Sen.
Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.) said, “If [Trump]
would stop torpedoing bipartisan efforts,
a good bill would pass.” But the reality is
that both sides are guilty of partisanship and
stubbornness, and the burden to work towards
a compromise is as much on the Democrats
as the Republicans.
By accepting a deal that accomplishes
their goal of protecting Dreamers while
also including support for increased border
security, the Democrats will have a victory to
point to in their preservation of DACA, while
also demonstrating that they can get tough
on immigration and that they are willing and
able to compromise with the Republicans.
Instead of increasing dissent and disagreement, the Democrats have an opportunity
right now to emerge as leaders focused on
compromising and making progress. They
should take advantage of this opportunity —
for themselves and for the country.
Douglas E. Schoen (@DouglasESchoen)
served as a pollster for President Clinton. A
longtime political consultant, he is also a Fox
News contributor and the author of 11 books,
including “Putin’s Master Plan: To Destroy
Europe, Divide NATO, and Restore Russian
Power and Global Influence.”

Democrats will lose this fall by fighting over immigration
By Douglas Schoen
and Andrew Stein
The Hill opinion contributors
As Congress prepares to debate
immigration this week, the Democrats have an opportunity to solve
a political problem that could make
or break their chances to regain
power in Washington. That political
problem is the role of immigration
in the 2018 midterms and 2020
presidential election.
Put directly, the data shows
that immigration probably cost the
Democrats the presidency in 2016,
particularly in states like Michigan,
Pennsylvania and Wisconsin with a
high percentage of noncollege-educated whites who switched their
support from President Obama to
Donald Trump.
By agreeing to a deal on immigration, whether it be one that
the president has proposed or one
that Congress is now working on,
the Democrats can simultaneously
take the issue off the table and score
what will be perceived as a victory
on Deferred Action for Childhood
Arrivals (DACA) for individuals
whose parents brought them to
the United States as minors and
through no fault of their own find
themselves here illegally.
Despite vocal resistance to the
president, the party appears to have
not learned its lesson from 2016.
House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi’s (D-Calif.) eight-and-a-halfhour speech last week and Senate
Minority Leader Chuck Schumer’s
(D-N.Y.) federal government shutdown in late January were not only
wrongheaded, but were politically
destructive.
By focusing exclusively on the
Dreamers and offering no practical
limits on immigration, much less
any border security, the Democrats are in the process of writing
their own political obituary for
November and beyond. But a deal
with President Trump can turn this
perennially difficult issue into an
electoral benefit. Here’s how.
President Trump has proposed
a compromise by offering a path to
citizenship for 1.8 million Dreamers, building a wall on the southern
border, ending the visa lottery
program, and ending what he calls

“chain migration” and what the
Democrats call “family unification.”
In fact, Sen. Chuck Grassley
(R-Iowa) has proposed a bill in
Congress based on these four
planks. The Democrats have
previously said this proposal is
dead-on-arrival, which is a clear
mistake and there are some small
bits of evidence now that the party
is waking up to the fact that the
Schumer-Pelosi approach was just
plain wrong.
This past weekend, Sen. Richard
Blumenthal (D-Conn.) teased that
he might be willing to support the
president’s wall. The precise words
Blumenthal used were an openness
to “strengthening some of the physical structures and fence,” indicating that he was prepared to accept
the president’s deal. This deal offers
a pathway to citizenship for more
than twice as many Dreamers as
President Obama protected through
his 2012 DACA executive order in
exchange for simply securing the
border.
The statistical evidence is very
clear that border security and controlling immigration remain central
issues for the American people,
particularly the 9.2 percent of
Obama voters who defected from
the Democratic Party to vote for
President Trump, based on a report
from the Democracy Fund Voter
Study Group. Contrary to what
the Democrats have maintained,
border security tests extremely
well in public polling. The latest
Harvard-Harris poll found that an
overwhelming majority, 79 percent,
of Americans believe the United
States needs secure borders.

While immigration reform has
been framed by Democrats as a
tradeoff between a popular initiative for the Dreamers and an unpopular wall, this is a misreading of
public opinion. The wall is indeed
unpopular, but it actually serves as
a proxy for border security, which
remains a central concern of many
voters, especially in swing states
and among noncollege-educated
whites.
In terms of electoral politics,
if the Democrats are to regain the
House, they will need to win back
Obama-Trump voters in the Midwest, as well as independents and
moderates throughout the country.
In fact, 10 of the 38 Republicans
who are retiring or otherwise vacating their seats in 2018 are from the
four Midwestern states of Indiana,
Michigan, Ohio and Pennsylvania.
The latest ABC News/Washington Post poll also finds that the
advantage Democrats hold in the
generic congressional vote comes
almost entirely from districts the
party already holds. Indeed, the
Democrats hold a lead by a strong
38 points in their own districts, yet
trail Republicans by six points in
the very districts they need to flip
in order to regain the House.
It is very clear that immigration may very well have made the
difference in 2016. In conjunction
with the Democracy Fund Voter
Study Group’s report, John Sides
from George Washington University also found that attitudes about
illegal immigration were strongly
correlated with vote switching. In
particular, the voters who were
most likely to switch from Obama
to Trump opposed a pathway to

(Continued from Page 11)
gerous behaviors of millennial drivers by instilling safe driving habits
in their new teenage drivers. From
the start, a teen’s driving privileges
should be contingent on following
family rules for roadway safety.
Seatbelts should always be worn.
Traffic violations, such as speeding
or running red lights, should carry
consequences sufficient to deter
such behavior in the future.
Passengers in the vehicle are a
particular problem for teen drivers.
Research has demonstrated that the
risk of having an accident increases
with the number of passengers a
teen driver transports. Because
of this, many states have enacted
passenger restrictions in their graduated driver’s licensing programs.
In such states, a teen driver might be
allowed to drive only with adults, or
with no more than one minor rela-

tive in the vehicle. This is a danger
which parents should appreciate,
and protect their teen drivers from.
Friends and passengers should
never be allowed to divert a teen
driver’s attention from the task of
driving.
Distracted Driving
Distracted driving is another
common problem for teen drivers
which their parents may not fully
appreciate. Most parents did not
have the distraction of mobile
phones, text messaging, navigation
systems, or in-vehicle entertainment systems when they were first
learning to drive. Nowadays, however, many teens have been using
these devices for their entire young
lives. This can lure them into a false
sense of security about their ability
to use a device behind the wheel.
No matter how familiar a user is
with a device, distracted driving

dramatically increases the risk of
causing a car accident. Parents
should be very clear with their teen
drivers about the use of technology
in the vehicle. Again, violations
of these family rules should carry
consequences which are strong, and
help the teen decide not to engage
in distracted driving again.
*****
For more information regarding
Nevada laws, if you have been in an
accident or if you feel your rights
have been violated, please call
Mace Yampolsky & Associates. Call
us at (702) 385-9777. If you need
help, CALL NOW before it is too
late. We can help! We are available
24/7 for emergencies Contact us
today. Contact us at Mace Yampolsky & Associates, at 702-385-9777
if you or any loved ones have any
criminal problems. We are open
24/7 for emergencies.

Mace

citizenship and believed that immigrants detract from American
society.
Thus, to expand their base of
support, the party needs to win
back the precise voters who defected from President Obama to
give Donald Trump his electoral
college victory by reconciling
their positions on immigration. It
may well be that the Democrats
and Republicans can arrive at a
compromise, which, on the whole,
would work in the Democrats favor
because the primary objective is to
take the issue off the table.
Approaching the 2018 midterms, the American people are
tired of leaders playing politics on
immigration reform and are disappointed that Democrats are putting
up roadblocks when they have
radically changed their position
from when they supported similar
legislation just a few years ago.
In 2013, Schumer and his “Gang
of Eight” introduced a $46 billion
overhaul of U.S. immigration law
squarely aimed at strengthening
border security and providing
illegal immigrants with a path to
citizenship. Had the bill passed, it
would have doubled the number
of border patrol agents to 40,000
and required the construction of
350 miles of fencing. This deal has
largely gone by the wayside, clearly
to the electoral disadvantage of the
Democrats.
In 1996, President Clinton proposed the basis of the current immigration system, along with efforts
to take other economic and social
issues off the table, like the federal
deficit and welfare reform, and by

being committed to border security, the Democrats had neutralized
the issue until their leftward shift
following the failure of the “Gang
of Eight.”
With Republicans still split on
the issue and the Republican Freedom Caucus opposing any deal that
involves what they call amnesty,
the Democrats can claim a victory
on DACA through a compromise,
position themselves as committed
to border security, and paint the Republicans as a divided, ineffective
governing party.
Moreover, making a deal on
immigration would force President
Trump to concede that American
taxpayers, not Mexico, would be
paying for the wall at a time when
tax reform and the new budget deal
have added approximately $3 trillion to the deficit. Such a deal would
reinforce the fact that the Republicans are not fiscally responsible
and make the administration much
weaker, and indeed hypocritical, as
they commit as much as $25 billion
to the construction of a wall.
Ultimately, if the Democrats
can wake up and acknowledge the
mistake they have made, they can
turn the issue around. If not, it could
well consign the party to permanent
minority status.
*****
Douglas E. Schoen served as a
pollster for President Clinton. A
longtime political consultant, he is
also a Fox News contributor. Andrew J. Stein is a former president
of the New York City Council and
a former president of Manhattan
Borough.
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ernizing and expanding its strategic nuclear capability. Heretofore
under President Obama, Vladimir
Putin hardly had reason to fear
that anyone would push back on
anything. Finally, because of the
overhang of the “Trump collusion”
heavy breathing by his political
opposition and the media, the
Trump administration has neither
developed nor deployed a coherent
Russia policy.
But it’s never too late to start.
Putin’s global aspirations are not
friendly to America, and the sooner
he knows we know it, the better.
It is not enough, however, to file
criminal charges against Russian
citizens, nor are economic sanctions anywhere near sufficient to
prove our displeasure. We need to
create structures of deterrence in
cyberspace, as we did with nuclear
weapons, to prevent future Russian
attacks or attacks by others who
threaten our interests.
One way to do that is to engage
in a retaliatory cyber campaign
against Russia. This effort should
not be proportional to what we
have just experienced. It should be
decidedly disproportionate. The
lesson we want Russia (or anyone
else) to learn is that the costs to
them from future cyberattacks
against the United States will be
so high that they will simply consign all their cyberwarfare plans to

their computer memories to gather
electronic dust.
In Eastern and Central Europe,
the White House needs to expand its
efforts to strengthen NATO’s hand
by persuading all its members to
spend the bare minimum necessary
for the alliance’s military resources.
At the Munich Security Conference
this past weekend, for example, a
luncheon discussion on Ukraine
produced many solemn pronouncements on Russia’s “violations of the
rules-based international order.”
This was music to Moscow’s
ears. Let Putin instead hear the
rumble of artillery and NATO tank
tracks conducting more joint field
exercises with Ukraine’s military.
That, and much more, will get his
attention. An analogous response
is warranted in the Middle East,
where the White House is already
laying a foundation for more robust
responses to Russia’s probes. At
rare moments in politics, unexpected events produce opportunities
which must be seized before they
disappear. The Russia indictment
is one of them.
John R. Bolton (@AmbJohnBolton) served as U.S. ambassador to the United Nations and as
undersecretary for arms control
and international security affairs at
the U.S. Department of State under
President George W. Bush. He is
now a senior fellow at the American
Enterprise Institute.

Bolton
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What’s not to love about this
amazing American economy?

By Stephen Moore
The Hill opinion contributor
Throughout the last two years and still going, Donald Trump’s critics have been slamming his tax plan as a giveaway to the rich
and denouncing his prediction of 3 percent to
4 percent economic growth as a pipedream.
The economy was thought to have a ceiling
on growth at 2 percent because that was the
best Barack Obama could deliver.
If the messiah couldn’t get anywhere near
3 percent to 4 percent growth, how could
Trump? The critics haven’t relented even as
the evidence is rolling in that the tax cuts are
working and the economy is growing much
faster than anyone, even some of the biggest
advocates of the tax cut, had hoped. Consider
the avalanche of good news.
Last month, the National Federation of
Independent Business optimism index hit
a 40-year high. A third of businesses now
say this is a good time to invest. Unemployment insurance claims hit a 40-year low this
month. A Quinnipiac poll has found that 70
percent of Americans now rate the economy
as “good or excellent,” the highest number
that poll has recorded since it started asking
the question 20 years ago.
Wages and salaries for workers rose by
3 percent in January, the highest bump in
take home pay in nearly 20 years. The most
recent forecast by the Federal Reserve Bank
of Atlanta based on the latest economic data
predicts 3.2 percent growth in the first quarter
of 2018. This would mean that since Trump
took office a little over a year ago, the economy has averaged 3 percent growth, which

is almost double the 1.6 percent growth that
Trump inherited from Obama in his final year.
By the latest count, about 4.2 million
workers have received pay raises, bonuses,
or benefit increases from more than 200
major employers. These benefits have put
an estimated $4 billion into the wallets of
mostly middle income workers. How much
of this is directly attributable to the tax cut
is not measurable. But what is undeniable at
this stage is that investors and employers are
loving what Trump is doing. These booms
don’t happen by accident and I would argue
this one is mostly attributable to an overall
pro-business culture in this administration.
Some of Trump’s critics, many of whom
warned that Trump would crash the economy,
are now complaining of too much growth.
This worry of an “overheating economy,”

as Bloomberg News recently called it, is the
ultimate backhanded compliment. I haven’t
heard this concern in 30 years since the
booming Reagan years. What a wonderful
problem for an economy to have. Too many
jobs. Salaries and the stock market rising too
quickly. Businesses expanding and investing
too rapidly.
As one of the senior economic advisers
to Trump during the campaign, I can tell
you that the overriding goal of the policy
redesign was to help middle class workers,
not rich people. So how is this all working
out for the forgotten class of middle income
Americans from those rustbelt states who
didn’t see much of any benefits from the later
Bush and Obama years and took a chance in
voting for Trump?
In addition to the bonuses and pay raises

that are rolling out, more than 80 percent of
American workers are seeing the effects of
the tax cut in their paychecks already. And no,
for the vast majority of workers these aren’t
$1.50 a week raises. Workers are reporting
$50, $100 and $200 more in their paychecks.
The two biggest benefits to the middle
class are the doubling of the standard deduction to $24,000 for a family and the $500 per
child additional tax credit. Ironically, with
few exceptions, the only people who are paying higher taxes are very rich people in very
high tax states like California and New York.
Americans are going to start wondering
where this lie came from that the middle
class will pay more taxes under the Trump
plan. It’s still very early in the Trump presidency. I still worry about things that could go
wrong, such as a weakening of the dollar, a
trade war, creeping inflation, and a runaway
federal budget.
The $300 billion spending spree by Congress is a negative for the economy. And now
is definitely not the time to be raising the gas
tax on middle class families. But for now, the
economy is firing on all cylinders. Maybe it’s
time for us all to just sit back and enjoy this
sudden burst of prosperity that is lifting all
boats across the country.
*****
Stephen Moore is a distinguished visiting fellow at the Heritage Foundation, a
consultant at FreedomWorks, and a senior
economic analyst at CNN. He served as an
economic advisor to Donald Trump’s 2016
presidential campaign. You can follow him
on Twitter @StephenMoore.

Don’t fear the inflation boogeyman

By Joseph Lavorgna
The Hill opinion contributor
The recently released January
consumer price index surprised
investors to the upside. Both the
headline and core readings rose
more than expected on broad-based
gains: the former rose 0.5 percent
while the latter rose 0.3 percent.
The larger-than-expected increases were probably payback
from previous weakness, as the
year-over-year changes were essentially unchanged. Over the last 12
months, the headline is up 2.1 percent, the same rate as December and
down sharply from the 2.5-percent
year-over-year rate that prevailed
last year at this time.
Regarding the core, it is now
up 1.8 percent over the past 12
months compared to 1.7 percent in
December. But the year-over-year
growth rate is still below where it
was in January 2017 (2.3 percent).
Inflation is hardly an issue at
this point, which is perhaps why
the stock and bond markets, after
initial negative reactions, quickly
reversed course. Put another way,
the financial markets are looking
past the recent inflation data, as they

Maramis

rightly should.
For monetary policymakers,
the inflation gauge of choice is the
personal consumption expenditures
price deflator, or the PCE deflator
for short. This series historically has
shown even less inflation than the
consumer price index.
For example, the core PCE
deflator, which strips food and
energy prices out of the headline,

(Continued from Page 10)
I recently was enjoying a happy, friendly conversation with an old friend, on the subject of what a woman
has to learn to do when in a marriage with a man who
doesn’t do what can be considered “the usual things
that a man does around the house.” The conversation
took me back to my teenage years, when I completely
remodeled my bedroom by myself. I re-papered my
walls (something which I would never do again, thank
you), painted wherever the wallpaper didn’t go, laid
down a new rug, and refreshed all my old furniture with
either a coat of new paint or a good rub down with some
furniture wax. Then I hung some new curtains and
tossed a pillow or two on my bed and voila! A whole
new look. It was a lot of work, but it was satisfying to
see the finished results.
Well, my point was that if a female wants something
done and the man of the house was not inclined to do
it, she could figure out a way to do it herself. Rather
than just get the point and maybe throw in one or two
of her own examples of doing things for herself (of
which she had many), she insisted on talking over me
and asking me useless questions about my procedure in
laying the rug. Believe me, I didn’t have a procedure!
If my life depended on it, I couldn’t tell her one detail
about that whole situation — laying the rug, painting
my woodwork, or even hanging the wallpaper — other
than that it was hard work...and very messy. Maybe
the only thing about that makeover that I can recall is
some kind of a pan of water or paste for the roller brush
with which to put up the wallpaper, which made that
part of things all the messier. But my friend insisted
on knowing details about how I could possibly lay
a rug all by myself. That was all she heard, and she
wouldn’t let it go.
When I told her I didn’t remember any of the details
about that particular part of my remodeling scheme,
and it wasn’t about details anyway — it was just about
doing things for oneself when a man wasn’t around (or
didn’t want) to do it for you — she continued to press
me, asking if I used a “kicker” during the procedure.
Well, maybe the fact that I didn’t know what a kicker
was could have been a clue as to my “procedure,” but
unfortunately, she pressed on, asking me one question
after another about laying that darn rug, totally not

has consistently run 30 to 40 basis
points per annum below the core
consumer price index. Indeed, the
core PCE deflator is seldom at the
Fed’s desired 2-percent target.
Since June 2009, when the recession ended and the economic recovery began, the core PCE deflator
has increased at just a 1.6-percent
annualized rate. Over the last 12
months, the increase has been one-

hearing — or ignoring — my replies that I could not
remember any of those details, and it was not about
such details to begin with, leaving me no choice — if
I wanted to my keep blood pressure in check — but to
extricate myself from the conversation since I chose
to not continue conversing with an “earless-hearless”
talking head. She hasn’t spoken to me since.
Sometimes politics get into such go-nowhere conversations: one person trying to make a point — and
likely a good point from his or her point of view — and
the other one harping on a detail that has nothing to
do with the point. They talk over each other without
any regard for the rules of discussion, the rightness or
wrongness of their point, or even a sense of common
decency or “gentlemanliness.” No one can really
properly hear or understand either side, so in essence,
they wasted their time, their effort, and their money
(if indeed they had to pay for their time to be heard).
But getting back to the title of this column, “Why
can’t we all just get along?”, part of the answer may
well be because we don’t listen to each other, and
by not listening, there is much we do not learn that
might contribute to our understanding of those who
don’t share our opinions or viewpoints, or of those
who perhaps are just sharing a tidbit of information
with us. At the very least, listening to what we need
to learn about others can help us understand our own
point of view better, and maybe even upgrade it, in
case we are the ones whose viewpoint needs a little
tweaking or such.
And addressing the question that Rodney King
asked, “Can we all get along?”, which required a yes
or no answer, at the time he asked it was obviously a
no. Yet as time goes by, and the more we learn about
our differences, one from another, it seems like the
answer would have to be more like an “Of course
not,” or “I don’t see how.”
However, perhaps the good news is that change is a
constant. And given enough time, and enough reason
for everyone to WANT to get along, the answer can
eventually be a very possible, albeit tentative, “yes.”
Maramis Choufani is the Managing Editor of the
Las Vegas Tribune. She writes a weekly column in
this newspaper. To contact Maramis, email her at
maramis@lasvegastribune.com.

tenth lower at 1.5 percent.
In fact, during the current business cycle, the core PCE has been
2 percent or higher only briefly. It
happened from December 2011 to
April 2012. If the Fed wanted to
make up for this consistent undershooting of inflation, the core PCE
in theory could run at a 2.5-percent
annualized rate over the next seven
years.
The last time the core PCE grew
2.5 percent on an annual basis
was 1993. Essentially, the U.S.

economy has been a low inflation
environment ever since, despite
several business cycles and periods
of sub-4-percent unemployment
and surging wage gains. Federal
Reserve policymakers should heed
history’s recent lesson.
With inflation having consistently surprised to the downside, there
is little risk in the Fed allowing the
economy to run a bit hot, especially
if it helps galvanize upward wage
pressure.
After all, the risk of tightening
too soon on an inflation boogeyman
that might not exist is far worse
than having to tighten rates later to
dampen inflation pressure. Monetary policymakers have far more
experience with the latter scenario.
It is no wonder then that financial
markets are looking past upside
inflation risk. Hopefully, the Fed
will, too.
Joseph LaVorgna is the chief
economist for the Americas at
Natixis, an international corporate
and investment banking, asset management, insurance and financial
services arm of Groupe BPCE,
the 2nd-largest banking group in
France with 31.2 million clients
spread over two retail banking
networks, Banque Populaire and
Caisse d’Epargne.

(Continued from Page 10)
one else should stop and think that
Senator Marco Rubio is not to be
blamed for something he had no
control over. And, I repeat myself.
Marco Rubio is not one of my favorite persons.
If they want to throw the ball at
someone, blame the FBI.
Numerous people, said Nikolas
Cruz, did not have it all together
in his little head, so if you want to
blame someone, blame the school
principal, counselors, psychologists
and teachers.
What this country needs is not
gun control; we need more mental
hospitals to treat people like Nikolas Cruz.
When we go to an airport,
visit a federal building or a local
courthouse, we all need to go
through a metal detector and almost
completely undress before going
through the inspections.
Well, schools should have those
metal detectors as well. If parents

start complaining — and I am sure
they would — because their little
angels are being inconvenienced,
let them decide if they want protection for their children before or
after a tragedy.
School Police, who so proudly
call themselves “State Police,”
should be more active in school
activities.
Avaaz and its group of followers
should stop trying to find someone
to blame. Tragedies happen, and
they are always inexplicable and
inexcusable.
Probably what we really need,
besides gun control, is knife control, car control, and medicine
control. Control everything that
kills, and we can all be worry-free.
*****
Perly Viasmensky is the General
Manager of the Las Vegas Tribune.
She writes a weekly column in this
newspaper. To contact Perly Viasmensky, email her at pviasmensky@
lasvegas tribune.com.

Viasmensky

An outreach
program to help
the homeless to
help themselves.
ChaplainStevenStJohn.Com
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Ferraro’s small plate tasting menu brings
a feast of flavors to your late-night dining
By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by Sandy Zimmerman
I was invited to Ferraro’s
Restaurant & Wine Bar for their
new “Late-Night Mezzanotte FourCourse Menu” tasting event, from
11 p.m. to 2 a.m.
Each dish is special at Ferraro’s
as they prepare Italian cuisine with
traditional ingredients. All of these
dishes sound so tempting, you will
be very happy with your choice.
The appetizers include choice of
one: Quail, Burrata Cheese, Caesar
Salad or Soup.
Ferraro’s serves Quail Lollypop
prepared with Guanciale spicy
black fig marmalade and sweet
potato sauce (Guanciale is cured
unsmoked Italian pig cheeks, a
specialty from Central Italy). Try
the Burrata –the Queen of Italian
Cheeses. Its soft, creamy Apulia Cheese combines beautifully
with the roasted carrots and almonds-sorrel pesto. (Burrata began
being hand-made 100 years ago in
the Puglia region of Southern Italy.
The Zuppa, Pasta e Fagioll Soup
means pasta and beans. This soup
is served in a mini-pot.
It is difficult to choose just one
and then there’s the Classic Caesar
Salad, an excitingly different interpretation of a famous salad.
Choose one of the two Pastas:
Fettuccine or Spaghetti.
Ferraro’s Fettuccine is served
with fresh Pomodoro sauce. (Fettuccine means “little ribbons” in
Italian, a type of pasta dating back
to Roman and Tuscan cuisine.)
Their Spaghetti offers the combinations of Calabrese pepper and
garlic spices with olive oil and
Parmigiano Reggiano, called the
king of cheese.
For the main course, select one:
5 ounce chicken breast or 5 ounce
Atlantic Salmon.
The seared Chicken Breast
includes mushrooms, pee wee potatoes and is topped with veal sauce.

Quaglia: Fried Quail Lollipop

Burrata — Soft Apulia cheese

Affettati e Formaggi: Imported Italian cold cuts on main menu

Always original, Ferraro’s pee wee
potatoes are a surprise.
Salmone is grilled Atlantic
Salmon topped with caper-lemon
sauce and spinach.
Dessert: the famous Italian Tiramisu-Cannoli.
What a meal! Ferraro’s prix-fixe,
late-night “Small Plate Tasting
Menu,” $25 per person, is a great
way for couples, families, business
associates and parties to taste some
of these culinary delights.
In addition to the new late-night
prix-fixe 4 course’s menu, you
may want to try Farraro’s main
MEZZANOTTE late-night menu
available from 11 pm until 2 am
with a 25 percent discount off your
total check.
As an extra late-night treat,
guests are encouraged to pair their
favorite wines with each course
for 50 percent off (excluding redmarked collections). In addition,
specialty drinks and a la carte
dishes on the late-night Mezzanotte
menu are all offered at 25 percent
off the regular price.
The Ferraro family members
devote themselves to ensuring each
guest has a memorable experience,
whether for lunch, dinner, latenight or private parties and events.
Open Monday through Friday from
11:30 a.m. to 2 a.m. and Saturday
and Sunday from 4 p.m. to 2 a.m.
Ferraro’s is located at 4480 Paradise
Road (across the street from the
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Las
Vegas). For reservations, call (702)
364-5300.
*****
Award-winning syndicated columnist Sandy Zimmerman is a
Show and Dining reviewer as
well as travel, health, luxury living and more. Sandy is talk show
host of Sandy Zimmerman’s Las
Vegas TV. For information, questions, or to recommend subjects,
please call (702)-515-0846, FACEBOOK@SZLVTV or email www.
sandyzimm2003@yahoo.com.

Salmone: 5 oz. grilled Atlantic Salmon

F.I.O.R.E.:
二月份的午餐是成功的
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By the Las Vegas Tribune Roving Report
Photos by Lorraine Thompson Sardelli
No one asked me but, had anyone done
so, I would strongly have suggested a change
of name for the Non Club Club F.I.O.R.E.
Considering their rate of one successful
event after another their moniker Fun Italians
Organizing Ridiculous Events is ridiculous.
This group comes out with more hits than
Pat Boone in the ’50s.
The February luncheon was another proof
of the increasing popularity of this bunch,
whose membership, incidentally, grows
faster than crab grass in your manicured
summer lawn.
Where else could you go on any second
Thursday of the month and, not only get a
delicious Italian luncheon, listen to great live
music, enjoy the company of the best people
in our community and be royally entertained
with excellent performers and extraordinary
speakers?
This past Thursday the membership was
graced with the incredible talent of classically trained voice of Tibet, China born, Sofia
Fradelis (Tank Li Ping), accompanied by
her pianist Enbo Yang. Also in the program,
representing Chinese Culture was the Vegas
Qipao Model Team. The impressive and colorful performance, for any venue, at any time,
day or night, received thunderous applause
by over 100 members in attendance.
Next month the featured speakers will
be “the Kosher Cop,” Steve Riback, author
of the book “My Journey Home” and his
co-author Herb Jaffe.
The F.I.O.R.E. is a group of close friends
and membership requires two sponsors to
join. Learn about them by visiting www.
nonclubclubfiore.com and going to the
“about us” page.

Tang Li Ping.

Sophia Fradelis accompanied by Enbo Yang. Pure magic.

The Las Vegas Qipao Model Team.

Su, Michelle, Lisa, CoCo, Helen, and Jennifer ...not necessarily in that order.

The Las Vegas Qipao Model Team and Nelson Sardelli.

Sophia Fradelis offered a diversified repertoire.

We want them back.
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F.I.O.R.E.: 二月份的午餐是成功的

One of the many Standing Ovations.

The Duke of Fremont Street and Garry Hart, with friends... A tall and a short one.

The crowd.

Paul Crupi, Chef Salada and Lana Crupi.

Nelson Sardelli hovers over Tom and Melinda Read.

The F.I.O.R.E. fills the Italian American Club show room.
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F.I.O.R.E.: 二月份的午餐是成功的

Dr. Wil and Celia Krom.

The Eddie DeVries gang.

Ambassadors Cerna Kalin and Patsy Kart.

Gary Tichgelaar, First Ladies Shari Ritter and Donave Stanley.

Carol and Dan Jorvig.

Marcia Savage, Libby Miller and Sheila Arnof.

Marta DeVries, Dennis Rhinevault and Eddie DeVries.

Rosemarie Della Ratta and Maxine Gaines.

Nelson Sardelli and George Bugatti.

Ambassadors Mimi Williams, Judy Tate and Joan Evers.

Flowers of the F.I.O.R.E.: Gina Ruk, Carlene Gaydosh, Lena Walther and Deborah Danielsson.
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Rising country star Tyler Rich
to perform at Red Rock Resort

For information about meetings
at ARIA, contact Convention Sales
at (866) 718-2489, (702) 590-7171
or meetings@aria.com.
*****

By Mike Kermani
Las Vegas Tribune
Rising country star Tyler Rich
will return to Las Vegas for a special performance at the Official
Old Dominion After-Party inside
Crimson at Red Rock Resort on
Friday, April 13, 2018. Doors open
at 10 p.m.
Award-winning country superstars Old Dominion will bring
their Happy Endings World Tour,
featuring special guest Michael
Ray, to the Sandbar Poolside Stage
at Red Rock Resort, as part of the
2018 ACM Party for a Cause.
Tickets for the Old Dominion
After-Party Featuring Tyler Rich
are $20 plus tax and applicable
fees and are on sale now. Guests
with a ticket from the Old Dominion concert will receive free entry.
Doors open at 10 p.m. and guests
must be 21 years or older. Tickets
can be purchased at any Station
Casinos Reward Center and The
Fiestas, by logging onto www.
StationCasinosLive.com or through
Ticketmaster at (800) 745-3000 or
www.ticketmaster.com.
Tyler Rich is a Country Singer/
Songwriter from a small Northern
California farming community
called Yuba City, and based in
Nashville, TN. He found his love
for country music after his cousin
took him to see George Strait at
the age of eight. From George,
to Garth, to Alan Jackson, Tyler
immersed himself into the music.
Three months before his 14th
birthday, his Grandparents surprised him with a guitar for Christmas, and he never stopped playing.
After countless hours working on
his craft, and spending years on
the road touring across the country
with multiple bands, Tyler decided
it was time to pursue his career as
a solo artist.
Since that day Tyler has performed alongside some of the industry’s top artists, including Cole
Swindell, Sam Hunt, Dan + Shay,
Gloriana, Canaan Smith, Maddie
& Tae and more. Tyler’s first single
“Radio,” hit iTunes in 2015 and he
was named “One to Watch in 2015”
at the Country Music Social Media
Awards (CMChatty’s) in Nashville.
His new single “The Difference”
will be released April 2018.
*****
ARIA’S 200,000-SQ-FT
CONVENTION CENTER
EXPANSION OPENS;
INTRODUCES INNOVATIVE
NEW EXECUTIVE
MEETING LOUNGE

One of North America’s premier destinations for large-scale,
tech-forward conferences and
events, ARIA Resort & Casino
has opened an additional 200,000
square feet of flexible meeting
space across four stories. The
approximately $170 million expansion is highlighted by stunning
indoor/open-air verandas with
retractable windows and dramatic
views of The Park and T-Mobile
Arena.
The new space, seamlessly
integrated with ARIA’s existing
convention center, incorporates
features such as outdoor offerings,
views, additional natural light and
non-traditional meeting areas. For
those wanting an exclusive gathering area, the discreetly marked
Cypress Executive Lounge is a
Las Vegas first that will exceed
expectations.
The 3,000-square-foot space
features a fully stocked pantry, 3
private suites for personal workspaces and one-on-one meetings,
a conference room with flexible
furniture set ups for up to 30, and
a beautiful study for toasting to a
successful event.
Also within the 200,000-squarefoot expansion, guests will discover
ballrooms with built-in stages, an
exclusive loading dock with megavator for events requiring sizable
displays, versatile indoor-outdoor
breakout rooms with floor-to-ceiling windows and ample pre-function spaces. The top floor is one of
Las Vegas’ most distinctive meeting
venues: a vast ballroom with two
impressive open-air verandas that
can accommodate receptions for
up to 2,000 attendees. For those
looking for special off-site options,
The Park, T-Mobile Arena and
Toshiba Plaza are just steps away
and provide a variety of settings,
entertainment and food & beverage
options.
Now with a total of 500,000
square feet of convention space and
diverse options within the neighborhood, ARIA can accommodate
larger convention groups and attract
new business.
“Convention business demand at
ARIA continues to grow, especially
as planners discover we can accommodate larger groups, allowing us
to book into 2020 and beyond,” said
Tony Yousfi, ARIA’s vice president
of Sales. “With this expansion, we
can better service our clients’ needs
and increase the spectrum of events
we can host.”
Another differentiator for the

AAA Five Diamond ARIA is that
the new convention space maintains
MGM Resorts’ commitment to
build new venues to LEED Gold
standards or better, creating one
of the most expansive high-end,
environmentally friendly meeting
facilities in the world. Already
an established leader in this area,
ARIA has earned the prestigious
five keys from Green Key Global’s
Eco-Rating Program.
Client responses
to the expansion:
Muriel Wilson, Virtuoso’s Director of Events said, “Virtuoso’s
events have been growing year
over year, and with that growth
comes the demand for more meeting space. Thankfully, we have
a fantastic working relationship
with ARIA that has been built on a
foundation of collaboration. Since
our events have pushed beyond
the industry’s traditional setup and
design, the ARIA team has worked
with us to use their meeting space
more creatively, and we are proud
to be one of the first shows to take
advantage of their new expansion.
In addition, with so much renovation in Las Vegas right now plus
Virtuoso’s strong focus on sustainability, ARIA is a natural fit with
their LEED certification and daily
commitment to conserving natural
resources.”
David Hansen, Virtuoso’s Senior
Vice President of Events, elaborated, “When selecting a location for
our largest annual event, only the
best will suffice for the world’s top
and most discerning travel advisors

from countries across the globe.
ARIA’s remarkable new space has
elevated their already impressive
game to a whole new level, which
will allow us to continue hosting
Virtuoso Travel Week, luxury
travel’s preeminent show, in Las
Vegas.”
Matt Thompson, executive vice
president of Worldwide Field Operations at Adobe, said, “We’ve
enjoyed a strong working relationship with ARIA for several years,
hosting our annual sales conference
at the property. The experience for
our meeting and our employees has
been first-rate every time. With the
convention center expansion —
alongside our continued growth
— we know ARIA will continue to
accommodate our group now and
into the future.”
Stephan Gray, Vice President of
Corporate Marketing for Kronos
Incorporated, said, “After several
very successful years at ARIA
during which our customer conference continued to grow in size
and complexity, we unfortunately
found ourselves pushing the limits
on available space. With the new
expansion, we were able to reconsider our multi-year plan, keeping
our customers at a Five Diamond
resort that offers superior meeting
space and top-notch conference and
catering teams.”
ARIA has received numerous
accolades including being named
among the top 10 meeting resorts
in North America in 2017 by Cvent,
an industry leader specializing in
meetings management technology.

KAYLA BRIANNA
APPEARING AT
HOUSE OF BLUES
Singer/songwriter Kayla Brianna ahead of her show at House of
Blues on March 6th.
Making a name for herself in
Hollywood through her music,
acting and fashion, Kayla Brianna
has quickly become one of her
generation’s most influential rising
stars. Kayla was born and raised in
a family that was immersed in music and the entertainment industry.
Her grandfather, American lyricist Gerry Goffin, wrote hit songs
such as “Locomotion” “Natural
Woman” and “Saving All My Love
for You.” Her grandmother, singer
Earl-Jean Reavis, sang backup vocals for the legendary Ray Charles.
In addition, her father is NBA icon
Kenny “The Jet” Smith.
In 2016, Kayla released her
debut, self-titled EP under her label
KSEG. She went on to release multiple music videos which garnered
over 6.3 million views. Her list of
hits include “Work For It” (feat.
YFN Lucci), “Luck” (feat. Dreezy),
“On and Off” (feat. Devvon Terrell), “I Got That” (feat. Meek
Mill), and “Do You Remember”
(feat. Rich Homie Quan) — which
was included in rotation on major
networks such as MTV, BET,
Music Choice, and Revolt. Her
sound, which has the perfect blend
of R&B, Pop, and Soul, has put her
on the map as one of i-HeartRadio’s
2017 “On the Verge” artists, as well
as earning her a nomination for
“Best New R&B Artist.”
Kayla is starting 2018 strong,
gearing up to release her new album and is currently on the North
American leg, touring alongside
K. Michelle.
*****
Mike Kermani is an entertainment writer for the Las Vegas
Tribune newspaper. He writes a
weekly column in this newspaper.
To contact Mike Kermani, email
mkermani@ lasvegas tribune.com

In memory of Marty
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By Jerry Fink
Las Vegas Tribune
We are losing so many of our
Vegas entertainers. Jerry Lewis.
Buddy Greco. Vinnie Falcone.
It seems like only yesterday that
Tony Sacca left us.
And now Marty Allen, who was
preceded in death almost four years
ago by his former comic partner
Steve Rossi.
People I interviewed over the
years, spent time with professionally and out of the limelight. Talented
people who dedicated their lives to
bringing enjoyment into the lives
of others.
Marty was special.
Ninety-five and as funny as the
younger generations of comics now
coming to the forefront, a humorous
man who didn’t rely on vulgarity
or anger or degradation of others
to make people laugh.
I grew up watching him and
Steve Rossi on television, often on
the Ed Sullivan Show.
Marty always played the buffoon, the dimwit.
He was neither. He was an intelligent, caring man.
After I became an entertainment
writer I often ran into Marty at
various functions, and interviewed
him a few times.
I recall his love of reading.
When he and his wife and performing partner Karon Kate Blackwell had gigs on cruise ships he
always stocked up on plenty of
books to keep him occupied when
he wasn’t onstage.
One of his favorite authors was
his good friend Sidney Sheldon,
who died in 2007 at the age of 89.
Marty and Karon were married at
Sheldon’s home in Beverly Hills
in 1984.
A friend of both Marty and
Sheldon was Ernest Borgnine, who
died at the age of 95 in 2012. Marty
introduced Borgnine to his future
wife, Tova Traesnaes.
That’s the way Marty was.
Helping people. Friendly. Behind
the wild eyes and hair was a warm
human being whom I will miss.
*****
EXPERIENCE A MAGICAL
SPRING BREAK WITH
COMPLIMENTARY VIP SEATS
AT XAVIER MORTIMER’S
MAGICAL DREAM

The newly-renewed spellbinding production, Xavier Mortimer’s
Magical Dream at Planet Hollywood Resort & Casino’s Sin City
Theatre, will electrify Spring Break
with mind-bending illusions and
a complimentary upgrade to VIP
seating for university students from
Thursday, March 1 through Sunday,
April 1.
Internationally-famed magician,
Mortimer, invites Spring Breakers
with a valid university I.D. to enjoy an unforgettable journey into
his extravagant dream world with
complimentary VIP seating.
The 70-minute show is comprised of more than 14 acts and an
unconventional cast of characters,
including the wonders of Mary
Poppins, the theatrics of Charlie
Chaplin and the animation of Mickey Mouse, along with an original
soundtrack created by the former
Cirque du Soleil performer.
Xavier Mortimer’s Magical
Dream is at 7 p.m. every night,
except for Fridays, with tickets
priced at $49 for general admission
and $69 for VIP, excluding tax and
box office fees.
*****
CABO WABO TO
CELEBRATE SPRING
BREAK WITH DRINK
SPECIALS AND LIVE MUSIC
It’s time to party! Cabo Wabo
Cantina, located inside Miracle
Mile Shops at Planet Hollywood
Resort & Casino, will celebrate the
2018 spring break season with drink
specials, music and more every day
throughout the month of March.
Vegas’ hottest Strip-side party
spot will transform into a spring
breaker’s paradise with live music,
beer buckets, signature cocktails
and more. Cabo will host live
music acts day and night, who will
keep the party going with various

popular music selections. Drink
specials will include Dos Equis
beer buckets, priced at $23; and
Cabo Wabo’s signature cocktails,
including the Vojito, handcrafted
with Devotion Black and Blue
vodka, fresh berries, fresh mint and
lime juice, priced at $13.
Cabo Wabo will also cure hangovers with breakfast selections
offered daily from 8 to 11 a.m. A variety of sweet and savory items will
include the croissant French toast, a
freshly-baked croissant classically
prepared into French toast, topped
with warm maple syrup, fresh berries, powdered sugar and whipped
cream, priced at $10.95; and huevos
de nacho, a plate of Cabo Wabo’s
signature cheese nachos topped
with two fried eggs, guacamole,
sour cream and pico de gallo, priced
at $12.95. Bottomless mimosas and
bellinis will be available for $24.99.
*****
5th ANNUAL PAHRUMP HOT
AIR BALLOON FESTIVAL
RETURNS TO PETRACK
PARK FEBRUARY 23 TO 25
The 5th Annual Pahrump Hot
Air Balloon Festival returns to
Petrack Park Feb. 23-25. The threeday family-friendly festival will fill
the Pahrump skies with more than
30 colorful hot air balloons from
the western states.
Guests can watch the balloons
lift off in the morning and then
stay for more fun as the festival
continues throughout the day, and
will feature a youth rodeo, car show,
carnival with midway games, live
entertainment, tethered balloon
rides, tasty bites, vendors and more.
In the evening, enjoy a mesmerizing glow show where more than
a dozen balloon will illuminate
Petrack Park as they synchronize
their balloons to music.
Admission to the festival is free.

Guests can purchase carnival wristbands and/or Rodeo and VIP Glow
Show tickets for $20 each. There
is also a nominal fee for tethered
balloon rides.
Friday, February 23
7 a.m.: Balloons lift-off*
8 a.m.: Rodeo starts
4 p.m.: Vendors and carnival
opens
5 p.m.: VIP Access Opens on
Flight Field
6 p.m.: Balloon Glow Show*
Saturday, February 24
7 a.m.: Balloons lift-off*
8 a.m.: Rodeo /Car Show /Carnival and Vendors
10 a.m.: Tethered Balloon
Rides*
5 p.m.: VIP Access Opens on
Flight Field
6 p.m.: Balloon Glow Show*
Sunday, February 25
7 a.m.: Balloons lift-off*
8 a.m.: Rodeo /Carnival and
Vendors Open
10 a.m.: Tethered Balloon
Rides*
*Some events are weather permitting
*****
CHATEAU NIGHTCLUB &
ROOFTOP AT PARIS LAS
VEGAS TO HOST OFFICIAL
USA SEVENS RUGBY
AFTER-PARTIES
Score big at Chateau Nightclub
& Rooftop at Paris Las Vegas to
celebrate rugby weekend with three

days of official USA Sevens Rugby
after-parties from Friday, March 2
through Sunday, March 4.
The rooftop nightclub will kick
off the weekend on Friday with a
rugby costume party. Fans dressed
in their rugby best will receive a
complimentary drink while they
dance to the tunes of international
DJ sensation, Fully Focus.
Chateau will keep the party
going on Saturday, with a rooftop
after-party surrounded by the panoramic views of the famous Las
Vegas Strip. Revelers will dance the
night away to the beats of BigBody
Cisco. A dynamic DJ and MC, Cisco is also the creator and host of his
popular podcast, BigBody Radio,
and a recipient of the 2012 “Best
Radio Disco Jockey” FobbNatio
Award.
On Sunday, Chateau will wrap
up the weekend with a rugby
championship party under the shimmering lights of the iconic Eiffel
Tower replica featuring DJs Koko
and Bayati.
Chateau offers stunning views of
the Fountains of Bellagio, glamorous décor and VIP table packages
for up to 15 guests. General admission starts at $30. Visit www.
chateaunights.com for more details.
Jerry Fink is an entertainment
columnist for the Las Vegas Tribune
newspaper and writes a weekly column. To contact Fink, email him at
jfink@ lasvegastribune.com.

LifestyLes
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The Mob Museum offering
exciting interactive exhibits

By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by Vox Communications
I was invited to The Mob Museum, a
museum that specializes in the history and
understanding of the impact of Organized
Crime in the past and present.
One of their new exhibits includes
Organized Crime Today, explaining how
organized crime has evolved throughout the
years. This is a comprehensive multi-faceted
study featuring organized crime in depth,
a look into the stories, the famous early
mobsters dating back to Al Capone, Bugsy
Siegel, John Gotti and others, in the days of
the speakeasies, mob-run casinos and when
the Mafia became involved in crime.
This extensive research data reaches
throughout the United States and even
around the world. You will see so much here
at the Mob Museum, it may be necessary to
come back again another day to finish your
experience.
The museum explains, “From trafficking
in exotic species to engaging in cyber-scams,
crime syndicates routinely cross both physical and digital borders to execute their
elaborate schemes. Using a 17-foot-wide
interactive touch wall, discover where organized crime operates today and how law
enforcement is fighting back.”
With interactive exhibits, you can enjoy
films, displays, photographs, digital experiences, one-of-a-kind mob and law enforcement artifacts, case files and more.
They have also added two new experiential spaces which include the Use of Force
Training Experience and Crime Lab, which
join the Museum’s already robust experiential
platform, focusing on methods employed by
law enforcement to apprehend and prosecute

criminals and their organizations.
Visit the Crime lab and learn how they
catch criminals, don’t miss the Basement —
Prohibition Era to enter a speakeasy. Crime
Lab Experience and Use of Force Training
Experience are timed entries. RSVPs required. Use of Force Training Experience.
Organized Crime Today: Visit the Organized Crime Today exhibit at The Mob
Museum where you’ll see the new face of organized crime. Another display: They called
it The Beer Wars. It was Chicago, during
Prohibition. Well-meaning citizen’s groups
had lobbied for law enforcement.
You can arrange for groups or parties to
enjoy special areas of the museum.
The Mob Museum considers the museum
a bold and authentic view of organized crime.
They want you to explore the real stories
and actual events of Mob history through
interactive exhibits and one-of-a-kind Mob
and law enforcement artifacts found inside
their restored 1933 former courthouse and
post office building located 300 Stewart
Avenue, Downtown Las Vegas, just minutes
from Fremont Street. Parking is limited for a
nominal fee. Open: 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
*****
Award-winning syndicated columnist Sandy Zimmerman and talk show host of Sandy
Zimmerman’s Las Vegas TV. For information, questions, or to recommend subjects,
please call (702)-515-0846, FACEBOOK@
SZLVTV or email sandyzimm2003@yahoo.
com. ANNOUNCING: Do you have a fave
comedian, magician, illusionist, hypnotist,
singer, variety act, group, entertainer, or
Las Vegas show? Please send your choice,
reasons for choosing the entertainer, your
name, email, and you may win free show
tickets or other prize.

CITY BEAT
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5th Annual Pahrump Hot Air Balloon Festival
returns to Petrack Park on February 23-25

The 5th Annual Pahrump Hot
Air Balloon Festival returns to
Petrack Park Feb. 23-25. The threeday family-friendly festival will fill
the Pahrump skies with more than
30 colorful hot air balloons from
the western states.
Guests can watch the balloons
lift off in the morning and then
stay for more fun as the festival
continues throughout the day, and
will feature a youth rodeo, car show,
carnival with midway games, live
entertainment, tethered balloon
rides, tasty bites, vendors and more.
In the evening, enjoy a mesmerizing glow show where more than
a dozen balloons will illuminate
Petrack Park as they synchronize
their balloons to music.
Admission to the festival is free.
Guests can purchase carnival wristbands and/or Rodeo and VIP Glow
Show tickets for $20 each. There
is also a nominal fee for tethered
balloon rides.
Friday, February 23
7 a.m.: Balloons lift-off*
8 a.m.: Rodeo starts
4 p.m.: Vendors and carnival
opens
5 p.m.: VIP Access Opens on
Flight Field 6 p.m.: Balloon Glow
Show*
Saturday, February 24
7 a.m.: Balloons lift-off*
8 a.m.: Rodeo /Car Show /Carnival and Vendors
10 a.m.: Tethered Balloon
Rides*
5 p.m.: VIP Access Opens on
Flight Field
6 p.m.: Balloon Glow Show*
Sunday, February 25
7 a.m.: Balloons lift-off*
8 a.m.: Rodeo /Carnival and
Vendors Open
10 a.m.: Tethered Balloon
Rides*
*Some events are weather permitting
Petrack Park
150 State Highway 160
Pahrump, NV
*****

Financial Peace University
provides hope to families
in Las Vegas
More than 4.5 million people
have positively changed their
financial future through Ramsey
Solutions’ Financial Peace University (FPU). Created by financial
expert Dave Ramsey, the nineweek course provides families and
individuals with practical tools to
gain control of their finances and
set themselves up for long-term
financial success. FPU will be held
in Thursday, March 08, 2018 at
6:30 PM at:
—Canyon Ridge Christian
Church located at 6200 West Lone
Mountain Road in Las Vegas. The
classes will begin:
—Tuesday, March 06, 2018 at
6:30 PM. For more information
or to register, go to DaveRamsey.
com/FPU.
—(Room C110) Thursday,
March 08, 2018 at 6:30 PM. For
more information or to register, go
to DaveRamsey.com/FPU

Through common-sense principles, FPU gives people the tools
they need to change their behavior
and succeed financially. Along
with Ramsey Personalities Rachel
Cruze and Chris Hogan, Ramsey
teaches lessons on budgeting, relationships and money, getting out
of debt, saving for emergencies and
investing. On average, families who
complete FPU pay off $5,300 and
save $2,700 in the first 90 days. Following the class nearly 94 percent
of those families budget regularly.
“FPU will not only transform
the way you handle money, but
also your marriage and other areas
of your life,” says Ramsey. “This
isn’t a boring financial class. We
make learning about money fun
and easy to understand so people
in every situation can benefit from
the information.”
An FPU membership includes
a workbook, audio from all nine
lessons and more. To purchase a
membership or lead a class, go to
daveramsey.com/fpu.
*****

Oscar’s Steakhouse and the
Mob Museum make you an
offer you can’t refuse
The Mob Museum, The National
Museum of Organized Crime and
Law Enforcement, has partnered
with Oscar’s steakhouse at the Plaza Hotel and Casino on a package
combining admission to the Museum with dinner at former Las Vegas
Mayor Oscar Goodman’s namesake
restaurant.
The package, priced at $99 per
person, will pair admission to the
Museum with a special prix fix
dinner at Oscar’s that includes a
cocktail and a special three-course
menu: Oscar’s Chopped Salad
with Onion Strings; main entrée
selection of either an 8-ounce filet
mignon, chicken or salmon served
with the chef’s choice of vegetable
and potato; and a dessert selection
of New York cheesecake or a trio
of chocolate mousse.
Prior to serving two terms as
mayor, Goodman led a successful
career as a defense attorney representing numerous individuals
charged with organized crime
offenses. While serving as mayor,
Goodman first envisioned creating
a museum dedicated to the history
of the Mob in downtown Las Vegas’
former federal building and U.S.
post office. In 2012, that vision
became a reality when the Museum
opened to the public. Today, he
serves on the Museum’s Board of
Directors.
“Dinner at Oscar’s steakhouse
makes a fitting capstone on an afternoon spent exploring the eye-opening history of organized crime and
law enforcement at The Mob Mu-

seum,” said Ashley Miller, senior
director of marketing and public
relations, The Mob Museum. “Experience Oscar Goodman’s impact
on Las Vegas’ history and culture
as well as his signature version of
classic Las Vegas hospitality.”
“Oscar’s steakhouse offers a
classic Vegas dining experience
reminiscent of the days when the
infamous mobsters of old Vegas
dined at the Plaza,” said Jonathan
Jossel, CEO of the Plaza Hotel &
Casino. “We are happy to partner
with The Mob Museum to offer
our guests a unique opportunity to
enjoy two great, iconic experiences
in downtown Las Vegas.”
This special package is available
for purchase on the Oscar’s or Mob
Museum websites or in person at
either location. Package price does
not include gratuity, blackout dates
may apply, and guests are encouraged to make dinner reservations
online at www.oscarslv.com or by
calling 702-38-OSCAR (6-7227).
*****
The Ogden Family
Foundation announces 4th
Annual Celebrity Bowling
event at Red Rock VIP Suites
The Ogden Family Foundation
4th Annual Celebrity Bowl will
take place on Saturday, April 22
at Red Rock VIP Bowling Suites
from Noon to 4 pm inside of the
Red Rock Hotel & Casino, located
at 11011 West Charleston Blvd. Las
Vegas, NV 89135. The star-studded event benefits the Las Vegas
non-profit organization co-founded
by Jonathan and his wife Kema
Ogden, supporting children and
families across Southern Nevada.
“This is one of our favorite
events as it brings together family,
friends and the community in a fun
atmosphere,” said Kema Ogden, a
graduate of Las Vegas’ Chaparral
High School and UNLV. “I grew
up here and Jonathan has lived in
the Las Vegas community for nearly
20 years, so it’s important to both
of us to give back through the work
of The Ogden Family Foundation.”
Sponsorship packages are available. Invited celebrity guests include former NFL players Randall
Cunningham and Steven Jackson,
as well as former NFL Coach Jim
Fassell.
The two-tier bowling experience
offers Amateur-Only Team entries
and Celebrity-Amateur Team entries and will play host to top celebrities and athletes, all of whom
will pair up with their respective
Celeb-Am bowling teams and participate in a Celebrity Bowl- Off.
The Ogden Bowl will additionally host sponsors and guests to
attend, view and enjoy the celebrity
bowling experience in support of
The Ogden Family Foundation.
“This is one of our many events that

we put on throughout the year that I
always look forward to. Supporting
disadvantaged schools, families
and children in our community is a
key mission of the Ogden Family
Foundation,” said Jonathan Ogden,
Co-Founder of The Ogden Family
Foundation and NFL Hall of Famer.
Tickets are available through
The Ogden Family Foundation.
For more information, visit www.
OgdenCelebrityBowl.com or www.
theogdenfoundation.org.
*****
Las Vegas entertainers
surprise visitors and locals
with free trips celebrating
National Plan for
Vacation Day
The Las Vegas Convention
and Visitors Authority (LVCVA)
partnered with Las Vegas-based
Allegiant Air and resort partners to
surprise visitors and Las Vegas employees with free trips and time off.
The giveaways are in celebration of
the second annual National Plan for
Vacation Day — a day devoted to
encouraging Americans to use their
paid time off by planning their trips
at the beginning of the year. The
surprise giveaways were captured
on video for a national promotion
shared on various social media
channels.
The first of the giveaways was
held at The Palazzo Las Vegas’
Rosina cocktail bar. A Rosina
bartender was given time off by
Daisy from the show “BAZ — A
Musical Mash-up.” Daisy then
took over bartending duties and
surprised a visiting couple with
a return vacation to Las Vegas.
Their giveaway included roundtrip
tickets with Allegiant Air, a suite at
The Palazzo, tickets to “BAZ” and
complimentary cocktails at Rosina.
The second giveaway was at
Bellagio where the clown from
“O” by Cirque du Soleil rewarded
a blackjack dealer with time off to
plan her vacation. The clown then
delighted a couple playing at the
table with their trip back to the
destination. The visiting couple
was presented with roundtrip tickets to Las Vegas on Allegiant Air,
a complimentary stay at Bellagio,
and show tickets to “O” by Cirque
du Soleil.
“As the greatest travel destination in the world, Las Vegas is
always happy to celebrate National
Plan for Vacation Day and inspire
workers throughout the country to
take advantage of their hard-earned
time off,” said Rossi Ralenkotter,
CEO of the LVCVA. “This year, we
were excited not only to share the
magic of Las Vegas with our visitors, but also with those employees
who make that magic possible. We
hope that everyone who watches
this video will consider taking a
vacation and come visit us here in
Fabulous Las Vegas.”
The promotional video in support of National Plan for Vacation
Day was shared on several Las
Vegas social media channels. It
encourages others to plan their
vacations, take time off and plan

ahead for Las Vegas.
According to U.S. Travel, an
average of 54 percent of American
workers leave an estimated 662
million vacation days unused each
year. Employees who take time off
have increased productivity, performance and creativity.
National Plan for Vacation Day
is an initiative created by U.S. Travel Association in support of Project
Time Off, a national movement to
transform American vacation attitudes and behaviors. Learn more at
ProjectTimeOff.com/PlanForVacation and join the conversation with
#PlanForVacation.
*****
City of Las Vegas to host
Second Annual “Livin’ In The
City” Downtown Residential
Fair, free public symposium
on April 25 featuring
pioneering urban planner
from Atlanta
Livin’ in the City, a downtown
residential fair, presented by the
city of Las Vegas in partnership
with the Downtown Vegas Alliance
and Urban Land Institute, is set for
April 25 to provide valley residents
with information on downtown residential opportunities, including the
area’s amenities that create an exceptional quality of life in the heart
of the city. Developers of existing
and future permitted residential
projects will showcase information on both for-rent apartments
and for-purchase condominiums,
townhomes, lofts and other area
multi-family developments. This
event will showcase nearly a dozen
residential projects and feature an
Amenity Zone highlighting the area’s venues in one convenient place
for prospective urban dwellers.
The residential fair will be
capped off with a free public symposium featuring keynote speaker
Ryan Gravel, an urban planner,
designer and author working on
infrastructure concept development and policy as the founder
of Atlanta-based Sixpitch. Gravel
will be joined by a panel of local
developers to discuss the progress
of downtown residential development. Gravel, best known for his
early work that launched the Atlanta
Beltline, recently completed the
Atlanta City Design — a strategy
to design the inevitable change that
is coming to the city so that Atlanta
grows into a better version of itself.
WHO: Keynote Speaker: Ryan
Gravel, Founder, Sixpitch, Urban
Planner/Designer/Author
Local Development Panel:
—Christina Roush, Developer;
Member, City of Las Vegas Planning Commission — moderator
—Uri Vaknin, Partner, KRE
Capital, LLC (Juhl and The Ogden)
—Chris Gonya, Developer (The
Pioneer)
—Nate Carlson, Wolf Development/partner of Downtown Project
(Fremont 9)
—Patrick Brennan, Developer
(Aspen Heights Symphony Park)
WHEN: Wednesday, April 25
3:00 to 7:30 p.m. — Downtown
Residential Fair
5:00 to 5:30 p.m. — Check-in
for program
5:30 to 6:45 p.m. — Speaker
and Panel Discussion
6:45 to 7:45 p.m. — Mixer hosted by The Ogden and Juhl
WHERE: Las Vegas City Hall,
495 Main Street, Las Vegas, Nevada 89101
RSVP: To attend the program
and mixer, RSVP required by April
20: RSVP@ffwpr.com
DETAILS: Free and open to the
public. Validated parking at City
garage (500 Main Street). Bring
ticket to event.
INFO: For more information,
contact Tracy Reich at the city of
Las Vegas at 702-229-2083 or TReich@LasVegasNevada.gov
*****
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Leadership in a word: Doubts
By Doug Dickerson
“The only limit to our realization of tomorrow will be our doubts
of today.” — Franklin D. Roosevelt
Word study
Verb
1. To be uncertain about; consider questionable or unlikely; hesitate
to believe
2. To distrust
3. Archaic. To fear; be apprehensive about
Source: Dictionary.com
A word about doubts
Doubts. It’s a confession that
many leaders are not willing to
own up to. But if you hang around
in leadership for any length of time
you will have your fill of doubts. I
know I have.
I am reminded of a story from
Bits & Pieces some years ago about
Lord Halifax, a former foreign
secretary of Great Britain, once
shared a railway compartment
with two prim-looking spinsters. A
few moments before reaching his
destination the train passed through
a tunnel. In the utter darkness,
Halifax kissed the back of his hand

DoUg DICkErsoN
noisily several times. When the
train drew into the station, he rose,
lifted his hat, and in a gentlemanly
way said:
“May I thank whichever one of
you two ladies I am indebted to for
the charming incident in the tunnel.” He then beat a hasty retreat,
leaving the two ladies glaring at
each other.
That amusing little story subtly
reminds us that our own self-doubts

have a way of glaring back at us
from time to time. But what tends to
be the source of our doubts? There
are perhaps numerous reasons why
we tend to have our doubts as it
pertains to our personal leadership
and confidences we should have.
But here are three common ones.
We have doubts when we
listen to our critics
If we spend too much time entertaining the voices of our critics we
can unwittingly position ourselves
for disappointment. This happens
not because the critic is right but
because we allow those opposing
voices to linger.
Mindset author Carole S. Dweck
said, “Why waste time proving over
and over how great you are, when
you could be getting better?” It’s
when you change your mindset that
you erase the doubts of your critics
and most important — yourself.
We have doubts when we
have the wrong attitude
The day you own your attitude
is the day you begin to tear down
the destructive force of your doubts.
Zig Ziglar was right when he said,

BEHIND THE MIKE

You’re Fired

By Michael A. Aun
Life is full of twists and turns.
Sometimes you have to fire someone to fix a situation. Even then it
does not necessarily mean you have
solved the problem.
In the 1980’s, first marriages
failed 40 percent of the time. That
figure dropped to 30 percent in the
2000’s, according to PsychCentral.
The myth of failed first marriages in
the 1970’s was just that… a myth.
It was thought that the rates of divorces were 50 percent or greater.
Were they?
Some would argue that part of
the decline is due to the fact that
people are waiting longer to marry
or simply not marrying at all. Whatever the reasons, a lot of spouses
and/or significant others fired one
another over the past half century.
Psychology Today says that 67
percent of second marriages fail and
73 percent of third marriages end
in divorce. Conclusion… practice
does not necessarily make perfect.
That being said, we fire others for
a variety of things.
Sometimes you have to fire your
faith or more specifically the Pastor,
Rabbi or Priest that fails you from
the altar. Teens in particular begin
to fall away from their faith when
the freedom of choice presents itself, specifically between the ages
of 17 and 19, according to surveys
conducted by Christianity Today.
Even in Jerusalem itself dropout
rates are approaching 60 percent,
leading The Jewish Agency to enlist American immigrants to Israel,
specifically those who can speak
Russian. Regardless of the accuracy of all these statistics, it does
suggest that, given the power, we
will fire someone when we think it
is necessary.
Firing your doctor could be important especially if this particular
professional is failing you. It is not
an indictment against the entire
medical community but it is safe
to say that loyalty to one’s doctor is
not what it used to be in the old days
when you really had no choices.
Same goes for canning your
lawyer. Lawyers earned a median income of $118,160 in 2016.

MICHAEL A. AUN
The better paid ones earned over
$208,000 while the lowest paid
was $56,910, so says US News
Money. There are a host of reasons
for dumping your attorney, most
of which revolve around the issue
of trust.
Sometimes you have to fire your
news outlet. Never has the issue of
“fake news” so distorted the public’s impression of the veracity of
their news sources. I have had two
sisters who worked at CNN and
for many years I was the network’s
biggest fan, until the news became
commentary. So I fired the network
and no longer watch.
Sometimes you have to fire a
friend… or who you thought was
a friend. Some people try to do it
by explaining to the other person
why. Frankly, why bother? If the

person is an idiot do they deserve
an explanation?
Friendship should be valued and
it’s not fair for it to be conditioned
on anything. It is about how others
treat you and make you feel. If they
are a burden, dump them. It is not
worth the load you have to bear to
maintain the friendship.
I once asked my youngest son
Christopher when he was a child
why he befriended the neighborhood trouble maker. His answer
was simple… “Dad everybody
needs a friend.” I can understand
the empathy behind that decision
because it was based on what he
felt in his heart.
In my book “It’s the Customer,
Stupid!” (John Wiley & Sons) are
dozens of reasons why people fire
their vendors. Generally it’s because the way customer is treated.
Some retailers and wholesalers
go into their client’s relationship
suspecting the customer’s motives. Today, people have choices
whether it’s airlines or groceries.
They are simply not going to settle
for rubbish… they would rather
ravage you by taking their business
elsewhere. You’re fired!
*****
Michael Aun is a syndicated
columnist and writes a weekly column for this newspaper. To contact
Michael Aun, email him at maun@
lasvegastribune.com.V

how you apply it, will make all the
difference to you going forward.
Not every doubt is your enemy; not every praise your friend.
As a leader, you must know the
difference.
Doubt quotes
“Your goals, minus your doubts,
equal your reality.” — Ralph
Marston
“Face your fears and doubts,
and new worlds open to you.” —
Robert Kiyosaki
“I think you’re not a human
being unless you have doubts and
fears.” — Mike Krzyzewski
“Never interrupt someone doing
what you said couldn’t be done.” —
Amelia Earhart
A final word
If you have doubts as a leader
from time to time welcome to the
club. We all do. Never allow your
doubts to get in the way of your
destiny. You are stronger than you
think. You are not the sum of your
fears. Turn your doubts into stepping stones on your way to achieving your dreams and fulfilling your
destiny.
Doug Dickerson is a syndicated
columnist. He writes a weekly column for this newspaper. To contact
Doug Dickerson, email him at
ddickerson@ lasvegastribune.com.
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Tune in and listen to those who will tell you
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“Your attitude, not your aptitude,
determines your altitude.” You
can’t expect to grow as a leader and
reach your full potential so long as
negative attitudes fill your mind.
Take a moment, right now, for
some intentional reflection. If your
current attitude/mindset was set like
a thermostat for the rest of the year,
do you think you could confidently
look back a year from now and believe in your heart that you would
be better off at that time? How do
you think your attitude impacts
those around you? What needs to
change?
We have doubts that serve
a greater purpose
We have to be ever-mindful and
vigilant about the messages and
voices we entertain and the mindset
we develop. It’s an intuition skill
that we develop over time.
But not every doubt serves a
negative purpose and not every
critic is wrong. This is where, as
leaders, we must listen with a discerning ear.
As a leader, don’t mistake constructive criticism from a friend or
peer as a critic out to harm you.
Trusted confidants who are able to
speak truth into your life are essential to your leadership growth. How
you receive the truth along with

Titles published in print & digital formats
Exciting cover & interior illustrations
International distribution
Customized publicity campaigns
Books sold at major retailers

Call today for your Free
Author Submission Kit!

Call 1-800-973-2606

Sundays from 12.30 to 2 p.m.
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Social Security awareneSS

Three reasons to file for Social Security on time

There are pros and cons to starting to collect Social Security benefits
early or late — and many reasons to just file for your benefits on time.
By Selena Maranjian
Motley Fool
If you’re a member of the Procrastinators’ Club, you may be planning to file for your Social Security
benefits as late as you can — but
should you actually do so?
Each of us has a “full retirement
age” (FRA), at which we can start
collecting our full benefits, and it
ranges from 65 to 67, depending
on when we were born. But we can
actually start collecting as early as
age 62 and as late as age 70. Here’s
why you might want to not file early
or late and instead file on time.
What’s on time?
Meet your full retirement age
Here’s a quick way to see what
your FRA is:
Birth Year;
Full Retirement Age
1943 to 1954; 66 years
1955; 66 years and 2 months
1956; 66 years and 4 months
1957; 66 years and 6 months
1958; 66 years and 8 months
1959; 66 years and 10 months
1960 or later; 67 years
Source: Social Security Administration.
Your FRA matters, because
you can make your benefit checks
bigger by starting to collect them
after your FRA and can make them
smaller by starting to collect early.
Just how much bigger or smaller?
Well, check out the table below,
which shows the approximate percentage of your full benefits that
you’ll get if you start collecting
at various ages. It’s not precisely
accurate if your FRA is, say, 66 and
6 months, but it’s quite close.
Start Collecting at age;
Full Retirement Age of 66;
Full Retirement Age of 67
Age 62; 75 percent; 70 percent
Age 63; 80 percent; 75 percent
Age 64; 86.7 percent; 80 percent
Age 65; 93.3 percent; 86.7 percent
Age 66; 100 percent; 93.3 percent
Age 67; 108 percent; 100 percent
Age 68; 116 percent; 108 percent
Age 69; 124 percent; 116 percent
Age 70; 132 percent; 124 percent
Source: Social Security Administration.
Given all that, you might now
be convinced that you should wait
until age 70 to start collecting,
for the bigger checks. Or maybe
you’re aiming to start collecting at
age 62, to help you retire early. It’s
worth considering, though, whether
you’d be better off starting on time,
at your FRA. Here are three good
reasons to do so.
1. Starting earlier or later
probably won’t make a big difference
While it’s true that your Social
Security checks will be a lot smaller
or bigger if you collect them early
or late, the total dollars you receive
from the program in your lifetime
aren’t likely to be as different as you
thought, no matter when you start.
That’s because the system is
designed to be a wash for those with
average-length lives. The Social Security Administration has explained
that, “If you live to the average life
expectancy for someone your age,
you will receive about the same
amount in lifetime benefits no
matter whether you choose to start
receiving benefits at age 62, full
retirement age, age 70 or any age

in between.” After all, if you delay
starting to collect from age 67 to
age 70, you will miss out on three
years’ worth of payments — that’s

36 payments.
Of course, it does sometimes
make sense to delay starting to
collect, such as if you want to keep

working full time or if your family
history suggests that you’ll live a
very long life. For most people,
though, starting to collect those

checks on time — or, if we can
swing it, even earlier — is a move
that can serve us well.
2. Your higher-earning spouse
is delaying collecting
Another reason to start collecting your benefits on time (if not
earlier) is if you’re married and
your spouse has collected higher
earnings from his or her jobs. In
such a case, he or she is in line to
collect fatter checks than you are
— especially if they can hold out
until age 70 (if one or both of you
expect or hope to live long lives).
If you’re the one expecting smaller
checks, you might start collecting
your benefits on time, so that the
two of you have some Social Security income arriving until the point
at which both of you have checks
arriving each month.
It’s also a smart strategy because
it’s likely that one spouse will outlive the other, and at that point he
(See Maranjian, Page 26)
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Medicare can help protect your eyesight

Maranjian

see at various distances.
Visual field test. This test measures your peripheral vision. It
helps your eye care professional tell
if you have lost peripheral vision, a
sign of glaucoma.
Dilated eye exam. In this exam,
drops are placed in your eyes to
widen, or dilate, the pupils. Your
eye care professional uses a special
magnifying lens to examine your
retina and optic nerve for signs of
damage and other eye problems.
After the exam, your close-up vision may remain blurred for several
hours.
Tonometry measures pressure
inside the eye by using an instrument called a tonometer. A tonometer can detect glaucoma. Numbing
drops may be applied to your eye
for this test.
Pachymetry is the measurement
of the thickness of your cornea.
Your eye care professional applies
a numbing drop to your eye and
uses an ultrasonic wave instrument
to measure the thickness of your
cornea.
For more information on glaucoma: https://nei.nih.gov/health/
glaucoma/glaucoma_facts
*****
Greg Dill is Medicare’s regional
administrator for Arizona, California, Nevada, Hawaii, and the

Pacific Territories. You can always
get answers to your Medicare quese*
on h
rs strop !
e
s
a
p at
e

t
a lc
nu
ng tia
vi oten mi
a
S p
0
fr o

m

a

er
ev

y

tions by calling 1-800-MEDICARE
(1-800-633-4227).
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(Continued from Page 25)
or she will only receive one of the
two checks that used to arrive —
whichever is bigger. So by making
one of the benefit checks as big as
possible, you’ll leave the surviving
spouse with more income than if
both spouses started collecting
early or on time.
There are many other strategies
for how best to time your Social Security benefits and for maximizing
your benefits.
3. Because it’s a good compromise
Ideally, many or most of us
would retire early — starting to collect Social Security at age 62. (That
actually is the most common age at
which retirees start collecting.) If
you can afford to do so, go for it!
You’ll likely be able to enjoy your
retirement more in your 60s than
your 70s and 80s, being healthier
and more active. If you think you
don’t have enough socked away to
retire early or even on time, and
you’re aiming to retire at 70, think
again. You may be able to retire
right around your full retirement
age and start collecting Social
Security on time. And that can be a
great compromise.
To help yourself have enough
money to do this, it can be worth
getting aggressive in saving for
retirement and aiming for as early a retirement as possible — if
only because you might have to
retire early. Many of us don’t get
to choose when to retire, after all.
Health issues, a job loss, or having
to care for a loved one can take us
out of the workforce earlier than
planned.
No matter how much you have
socked away now, you can improve
your situation dramatically if you
have a few more years in which to
save and invest. The table below
shows how much more you might
amass over several relatively brief
time periods if you save aggressively and your money grows by an
annual average of 8 percent :
Growing at 8 percent for X years;
$10,000 Invested Annually;
$15,000 Invested Annually
3 years; $35,061; $52,592
5 years; $63,359; $95,039
10 years; $156,455; $234,682
12 years; $204,953; $307,429
15 years; $293,243; $439,864
Source: Calculations by author.
Take some time to figure out
how much income you’ll need in
retirement and how you will amass
that sum. Social Security can be
an enormous help supporting you,
but you’ll likely need additional
income to supplement it.
*****
Selena Maranjian has been
writing for the Fool since 1996 and
covers basic investing and personal
finance topics. She also prepares
the Fool’s syndicated newspaper
column and has written or co-written a number of Fool books. For
more financial and non-financial
fare (as well as silly things), follow
her on Twitter.

GreG Dill
To find out how much your
specific test will cost, talk to your
doctor or other health care provider.
The specific amount you’ll owe
may depend on several things,
such as:
—Other insurance you may have
—How much your doctor
charges
—Whether your doctor accepts
Medicare payment as full payment
—The type of facility where
you’re tested
—The location where you’re
tested.
There is no cure for glaucoma.
Vision lost from the disease cannot
be restored.
Without treatment, people with
glaucoma will slowly lose their
peripheral (side) vision. If glaucoma remains untreated, people may
miss objects to the side and out of
the corner of their eye. They seem
to be looking through a tunnel.
Over time, straight-ahead (central)
vision may decrease until no vision
remains.
Immediate treatment for early-stage, open-angle glaucoma can
delay progression of the disease.
That’s why early diagnosis is very
important.
Glaucoma treatments include
medicines, laser trabeculoplasty,
conventional surgery, or a combination of these. While these treatments may save remaining vision,
they do not improve sight already
lost from glaucoma.
Glaucoma is detected through
a comprehensive dilated eye exam
that includes the following:
Visual acuity test. This eyechart test measures how well you
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By Greg Dill
Are you at risk for glaucoma?
Glaucoma is an eye disease that
causes loss of vision—usually side
vision—by damaging the optic
nerve, which sends information
from your eyes to your brain. Some
forms of glaucoma don’t have any
symptoms, so you may have it even
if you don’t have trouble seeing or
feel any pain.
That’s why glaucoma is often
called “the sneak thief of sight.”
Fortunately, you can prevent
vision loss by finding and treating
problems early. Medicare covers
a glaucoma test once every 12
months for people at high risk for
glaucoma, including people who
answer “yes” to one or more of
these questions:
—Do you have diabetes?
—Do you have a family history
of glaucoma?
—Are you African American
and 50 or older?
—Are you Hispanic American
and 65 or older?
Glaucoma tests are covered
under Medicare Part B (medical
insurance). An eye doctor who’s
legally allowed to do this test in
your state must do or supervise the
screening.
How much will the test cost
you? You pay 20 percent of the
Medicare-approved amount, and
the Part B deductible ($183 this
year) applies. If the test is done in a
hospital outpatient setting, you also
pay a copayment.
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Five facts you might not
know about Social Security

By Barbara Duckett
Social Security Public Affairs Specialist
in Las Vegas
Most people know at least something
about Social Security. For decades, Social
Security has been providing valuable information and tools to help you build financial
security. Here’s your opportunity to find out
a little more, with some lesser-known facts
about Social Security.
1. Social Security pays benefits to children.
Social Security pays benefits to unmarried
children whose parents are deceased, disabled, or retired. See Benefits for Children at
www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs/EN-05-10085.
pdf for the specific requirements.
2. Social Security can pay benefits to
parents.
Most people know that when a worker
dies, we can pay benefits to surviving spouses
and children. What you may not know is that
under certain circumstances, we can pay
benefits to a surviving parent. Read our Fact
Sheet Parent’s Benefits, available at www.
socialsecurity.gov/pubs/EN-05-10036.pdf,
for the details.
3. Widows’ and widowers’ payments
can continue if remarriage occurs after
age 60.
Remarriage ends survivor’s benefits when
it occurs before age 60, but benefits can continue for marriages after age 60.
4. If a spouse draws reduced retirement
benefits before starting spouse’s benefits

(his or her spouse is younger), the spouse
will not receive 50 percent of the worker’s
benefit amount.
Your full spouse’s benefit could be up to
50 percent of your spouse’s full retirement
age amount if you are full retirement age

when you take it. If you qualify for your own
retirement benefit and a spouse’s benefit,
we always pay your own benefit first. (For
example, you are eligible for $400 from
your own retirement and $150 as a spouse
for a total of $550.) The reduction rates for

retirement and spouses benefits are different.
If your spouse is younger, you cannot receive
benefits unless he or she is receiving benefits
(except for divorced spouses). If you took
your reduced retirement first while waiting
for your spouse to reach retirement age, when
you add spouse’s benefits later, your own
retirement portion remains reduced which
causes the total retirement and spouses benefit together to total less than 50 percent of
the worker’s amount. You can find out more
at www.socialsecurity.gov/OACT/quickcalc/
spouse.html.
5. If your spouse’s retirement benefit is
higher than your retirement benefit, and
he or she chooses to take reduced benefits
and dies first, you will never receive more
in benefits than the spouse received.
If the deceased worker started receiving
retirement benefits before their full retirement age, the maximum survivors benefit is
limited to what the worker would receive if
they were still alive. See www.socialsecurity.
gov/planners/survivors/survivorchartred.
html for a chart.
Social Security helps secure your financial
future by providing the facts you need to
make life’s important decisions.

Social Security
celebrates Black
History Month
By Barbara Duckett
Social Security Public Affairs Specialist
in Las Vegas
In February, we honor African Americans
by celebrating Black History Month. Created
in 1926, this event coincides with Abraham
Lincoln’s and Frederick Douglass’s birthdays. African American communities have
celebrated these birthdays together for over
90 years.
Honoring our shared history is one way we
can remember that we believe in freedom and
democracy for all. Another shared belief is
that we all deserve a comfortable retirement,
free of economic hardship.
Social Security has the tools to help you
plan for your retirement and to apply for
benefits online. We also pay disability benefits to individuals with medical conditions
that prevent them from working for more
than 12 months or that result in death. If the
disabled individual has dependent family
members, they may also be eligible to receive
payments.
We pay disability through two programs:
the Social Security Disability Insurance
program, for people who have worked and
paid Social Security taxes long enough to
be eligible, and the Supplemental Security
Income program, which pays benefits based
on financial need.
Widows, widowers, and their dependent
children may be eligible for Social Security
survivors benefits. Social Security helps by
providing income for the families of workers
who die. In fact, 98 of every 100 children
could get benefits if a working parent dies.
And Social Security pays more benefits to
children than any other federal program.
You can learn more about retirement,
survivors, and disability benefits, at www.
socialsecurity.gov/benefits. Social Security
is with you throughout life’s journey, helping secure today and tomorrow for you and
your family.
Visit us today at www.socialsecurity.gov/
people/africanamericans.
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What You
Need To
Know
By Dr Nina Radcliff

Healthy Relationships
By Dr. Nina Radcliff, MD
February spotlights important
reminders for your heart health —
and along with the importance of
a good diet, quality sleep, routine
exercise, your relationships and social connections are just as equally
vital to you. Healthy relationship
connections bring special rewards
to you mentally, emotionally, physically and spiritually.
And it is the quality of genuine
relationships that are important
throughout your life; while the
depth of your social network may
vary with importance from adolescence to middle age into your
golden years. What matters is what
those ties mean in your life. As experts ask, “Do they provide support
or strain?” That is what tends to
matter for your health.
Social Relationships:
Social relationships — both
quantity and quality — affect
mental health, health behavior,
physical health, and mortality risk.
The National Institute of Health
underscores that studies show social relationships have short- and
long-term effects on health, for
better and for worse, and that these
effects emerge in childhood and
cascade throughout life, fostering
cumulative advantages or disadvantages in health.
Defined as the way two or
more people are connected, social
scientists define distinct features
of social connections offered by
relationships as:
—Social integration refers to informal social relationships (spouse,
playmates, friends, neighbors,
acquaintances), as well as formal
social relationships (i.e. volunteer,
social organizations, community
and religious affiliations).
—Social isolation is a state of
complete or near-complete absence
of social relationships. It differs
from loneliness, which reflects
a temporary lack of contact with
others.
—Quality of relationships includes positive aspects of relationships, such as emotional support
provided by significant others, as
well as strained aspects of relationships, such as conflict and stress.
—Social networks are reference
to the web of social relationships
surrounding an individual, in particular, structural features, such as
the type and strength of each social
relationship.
Biologically Hard-Wired
to Connect:
Men, women and children all
have the need for a deep sense of
love, connection and belonging. In
fact, these needs are as fundamental
as your need for air, food and water.
You are biologically, cognitively,
physically and spiritually wired to
love, to be loved, to connect, to belong and to be respected. You do not
always recognize these needs, and
you may not see them influencing
those around you, but they are still
there nonetheless.
This is all a part of why you care
how others treat you and why you
spend time thinking about past and
future relationships.
Qualities of a Good,
Healthy Relationship:
Building and maintaining
healthy, good quality relationships
is key. I am a fan of Dr. Henry
Cloud on the subject of connection
and healthy relationships. He aptly
communicates:
“What makes a good choice in a
relationship? In a word—character.
The quality of someone’s makeup
determines whether or not they’ll be
good in a relationship. At times, we
can be attracted to someone’s outsides: their looks, their status, their
intelligence, or achievements. But,
we experience their insides: their
character. The character makeup
of a person determines what they’ll
be like in a relationship. If they do
not have the ability to do certain
things that require good character,
then they won’t be able to be good
in relationships.”
There are various connections
within your relationship spectrum—a love partner, dear friend,

or adult family member And,
experts highlight that engaging in
these qualities are needed for authentic, bond-building emotional
connection:
—Listens to, understands, empathizes with your feelings and
vulnerabilities
—Shares on an emotional level
—Is honest, respectful, trustworthy, with an ability to genuinely
connect in communications
—Enjoys time spent together (Do you walk away and feel
connected or like you have been
alone?)
—Makes you feel secure, comfortable, and supported. Has a
sincere interest in one another’s
well-being and lives. (Do you have
a high level of assurance that your
bond with them will be protected?)
—Ability to supportively handle
imperfections and resolve conflict
in a healthy manner. A good relationship does not mean it is blissful
one-hundred percent of the time.
—Demonstrates respect and
genuine care for the relationship
as well as the individuals within
the relationship
Another important dynamic is
to respect each other’s personal
boundaries. Dr. Cloud wisely explains, “A boundary is a property
line that defines where you end,
and someone else begins. Good
relationships have a high degree of
respect for each person respecting
the other’s ‘person.’ One way you
can tell someone respects your
boundaries, is whether you feel free
to be in control of your own person,
or whether you feel invaded, or
controlled, by the other person. A
healthy person will respect your
wishes to be in control of yourself
and what you want to do, or not
do.”

Vital Health Benefits
of Good Relationship:
—Longer, Higher Quality of
Life: Studies show that people who
have satisfying relationships with
family, friends, and their community are happier, have fewer health
problems and healthier habits and
live longer. These studies consistently show that individuals with
the lowest level of involvement in
social relationships are more likely to die younger than those with
greater relationship involvements.
As well, compelling evidence
links a low quantity or quality of
relationships and social ties with a
host of health conditions, including
development and progression of
cardiovascular disease, recurrent
myocardial infarction, atherosclerosis, autonomic dysregulation,
high blood pressure, cancer and delayed cancer recovery, and slower
wound healing.
—Boosts Immune System:
Positive emotions (like joy, happiness, care, love and optimism
from valued relationships) help to
strengthen your immune response.
Scientists have discovered that
when people are socially isolated
or feel lonely, production of their
stress hormone, norepinephrine,
increases. This results in ramping
up the production of inflammatory
processes while immune functions
that fight off foreign invaders are
shut down. This predisposes individuals to contagious illnesses from
bacteria, viruses, and parasites.
And, conversely, studies report that
having social connections boost
immune function and inflammation,

helping us recover from disease
faster.
—Helps Manage Stress and
Anxiety: Close relationships can
keep stress from getting under our
skin. When experiencing a life
challenge, you may feel like withdrawing—but this is just the time
to connect to your good friends
and dear family. Along with quality
relationship connections having a
calming effect on your body and
mind, they can help you release tension and buffer a stressful situation.
As well, they may provide you with
access to timely information or advice. This emotional support helps
to fend off feelings of loneliness,
conflict and isolation as well as
bolster your load-bearing resources
to face life challenges and reduce
stress. And studies have shown
that your healthy relationships are
linked to a decreased production of
the stress hormone cortisol.
—Influences Healthy Behaviors: Relationships can have a
strong influence on your behaviors,
including decisions impacting your
health and well-being. And it works
both ways; these relationships generally instill a sense of responsibility, care and concern to influencing
others to engage in behaviors that
protect health. Testimonies echo
every day from influences of family
and friends impacting their friends
and family to stop smoking, texting
while driving, eating healthier, becoming more active, getting quality
sleep—it’s powerful!!
—Healthier Mindset Overall:
Positive relationships make life enjoyable and add meaning as well as

inspiration. Along with building inner support, these relationships help
to shift focus to outside of yourself.
As well, they help to support your
hopes and dreams—through your
unique gifts and abilities — and
compassion. You feel understood,
which helps you to make sense of
your inner world. With this, comes
a sense of safety of sharing without fearing rejection—which in
turn creates trust that encourages
one another. This helps to satisfy
that “hard-wired” connection for
intimacy, closeness, and a sense
of security that has a far-reaching
impact.
—Decreases Dementia: Research shows that having a rich
social network may provide a protective effect against developing
dementia. It is widely agreed that
social interaction is stimulating
and that your brain is like a muscle:
when you use it, it becomes stronger, and vice versa — disuse can
increase the risk for deterioration.
Even those who have mild cognitive impairment — a condition
where thinking and memory skills
are somewhat diminished, but dayto-day functioning remains fairly
intact — have a decreased risk
of progression to dementia when
they actively participate in social
activities.
—Improves Heart Health:
Being socially connected has been
linked to a decreased risk of heart
disease as well as death from a heart
problem. This likely stems from the
fact that healthy social interactions
and relationships are associated
with decreased stress and an increased likelihood of engaging in
healthier behaviors.
People generally understand
that good, quality relationships
are essential to happiness—but it
is equally important to know just
how vital your relationships are to
your overall health and well-being.
This article is for general information only and should not be
used for the diagnosis or treatment
of medical conditions and cannot
substitute for the advice from your
medical professional. Dr. Nina has
used all reasonable care in compiling the current information but
it may not apply to you and your
symptoms. Always consult a doctor
or other health care professional
for diagnosis and treatment of
medical conditions.
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EarthTalk is written and edited by Roddy Scheer and Doug
Moss and is a registered trademark of E - The Environmental
Magazine (www.emagazine.com). Send questions to: earthtalk@
emagazine.com. Subscribe: www.emagazine.com/subscribe;
Free Trial Issue: www.emagazine.com/trial.
Dear EarthTalk: One source of
water waste is running it to change
from cold to hot. Any thoughts on
how to deal with this? — Joanne
Leussing, via e-mail
Running the water to wait for it
to get hot is a huge waste of water.
According to the Natural Resources
Defense Council (NRDC), a leading non-profit green group, upwards
of 10 percent of all the hot water
drawn for showering in a typical
single-family home is wasted waiting for hot water to arrive.
“With Americans taking over
200 million showers a day, that’s
a lot of water and energy literally
down the drain, of no benefit to anyone,” reports Ed Osann, NRDC’s
Senior Policy Analyst and Water
Efficiency Project Director. “Using
EPA [Environmental Protection
Agency] estimates of shower water
use, that’s about 280 million gallons
of hot water wasted each day — water that has been heated by a water
heater, but then allowed to cool as
it sits in long pipe runs that are not
insulated.”
The energy used to heat this
wasted hot shower water generates
about the same amount of greenhouse gas emissions as 1.6 million
cars plying our roadways. “And
that’s not even counting the additional water that gets wasted while
waiting for hot water to arrive at a
lavatory faucet or the kitchen sink,”
adds Osann.
Waiting for hot water isn’t just a
problem in older homes. “As homes
grew bigger during the housing
bubble, floor plans expanded, piping was extended and wait times
grew even longer,” explains Osann.
“Additionally, although the flow
rates for new faucets and showers
have come down over the last 20
years in response to state and federal efficiency standards, designers
often neglect to downsize the pipes
serving these more efficient fixtures.” The result is large amounts
of water sitting in pipes cooling
between uses.
For its part, NRDC has been
working to reduce this unnecessary waste — especially in new
construction — by advocating for
upgraded building and plumbing
codes. In 2015, the group scored a
double win by convincing both the
International Code Council (ICC)
and the International Association
of Plumbing and Mechanical Officials (IAPMO) to upgrade their
respective efficiency requirements
— which most states and the federal
government automatically follow
— for hot water piping.
But unfortunately, the ICC ignored subsequent calls by NRDC
to mandate more compactly de-

signed hot water pipe layouts in
new buildings, although Osann
thinks it’s only a matter of time
before such changes are uniformly
adopted by the standards bodies and
most states.
As for what you can do now to
reduce the waste of water while
waiting for it to warm up, Osann

Tankless units heat water directly on demand without the use of a storage tank,
making the long wait to get into the shower or wash your face a thing of the past.
recommends clustering tasks that attic or crawl space to keep the hot pipe into the unit, where either a gas
require hot water close together water warm while it idles in the pipe or electric burner heats it instantato reduce the “cool-down” effect awaiting your next shower.
neously. As a result, tankless water
between uses, and capturing some
Better yet, replace your hot heaters deliver a constant supply
portion of the initial draw in a water heater with a tankless water of hot water and there is no energy
container and using it to water the heater, which heats water directly or water waste due to waiting or to
plants or fill up Fido’s dish. You on demand without the use of a stor- water cooling — and then needing
can also insulate hot water pipes age tank. When hot water is turned re-heating later — in your conventhat are exposed in a basement, on, cold water travels through a tional water heater’s storage tank.
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Russian singer Irina Nero headlined the show. See the pool behind her, left, and part of the dining room, right.

Bruce Merrin celebrates the 6th
anniversary of his Sterling Club
By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by Sandy Zimmerman
Bruce Merrin, known nationally for his
distinguished career as President/Owner
of the Celebrity Speakers & Entertainment
Bureau, Inc., marked the sixth anniversary
of his Sterling Club (social and business
networking) at the Heartland Mansion.
Congratulations to Merrin for six years of
bringing all the most prestigious worldwide
meeting planners, as well as famous sports
stars, entertainers, best-selling authors, news
makers, politicians and distinguished guest
speakers to the Sterling Club each month to
assist members.
Merrin explained, “Of course we also
book leading business authorities, motivational and inspirational speakers. This month
we booked actor William Shatner and Dr.
Wayne Dyers for big events in Florida.”

The beautiful Russian songstress Irina
Nero headlined Bruce Merrin’s party and I
had a chance to interview Irina before her
show.
SZ: “What type of music do you sing?”
IRINA: “I grew up listening to Frank
Sinatra and other American singers. American music and movies are popular in Russia,
I like soul, gospel and old style music but
love jazz a lot.”
SZ: “I liked your personal interpretations
and additions to each song during the rehearsal. How long have you been singing?”
IRINA: “Since before I could walk!”
SZ: “Las Vegas is the best place for you
with all of the entertainment here.”
IRINA: “I sing in the Italian American
Club, Tuscany, and other beautiful restaurants in Las Vegas. If you want to spend an
amazing dinner come to see me on Saturdays
at the Mayakovski Russian Restaurant. I

Bruce Merrin celebrated the sixth anniversary of his distinguished Sterling Club.

will sing for you all the beautiful Russian,
American and songs from Armenia and other
countries.”
SZ: “You must have a great repertoire!”
IRINA: “When I came to America, I only
knew 12 songs, now I sing 70.”
SZ: “You probably know whatever song
they want to hear.”
IRINA: “I want to tell my appreciation
to Bruce Merrin for the anniversary of his
Sterling Club. I wish Bruce good health, great
mood, amazing happiness and what else, a
huge success. Bruce is doing an amazing job
working every day with a lot of energy and
gets a lot of results.”
Merrin’s first major PR client was Michael
Landon. He explained, “When I booked Michael on the Johnny Carson Show, we were
both invited to Johnny’s home in Malibu
for dinner. Johnny and Michael gave me
the idea to begin my Celebrity Speakers &
Entertainment company. They were my first

two clients. We have booked every major
President of the U.S. since Pres Reagan. We
are currently booking the BEYOND THE
SECRET presenters from the new movie/
DVD for worldwide engagements.”
For more information visit the websites:
www.celebrityspeakersentertainment.com
and linkedin.com/in/brucemerrin.
*****
Award-winning syndicated columnist Sandy Zimmerman and talk show host of Sandy
Zimmerman’s Las Vegas TV. For information, questions, or to recommend subjects,
please call (702)-515-0846, FACEBOOK@
SZLVTV or email sandyzimm2003@yahoo.
com ANNOUNCING: Do you have a fave
comedian, magician, illusionist, hypnotist,
singer, variety act, group, entertainer, or
Las Vegas show? Please send your choice,
reasons for choosing the entertainer, your
name, email, and you may win free show
tickets or other prize.

Russian singer Irina Nero
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LEGAL NOTICES
Legal Notice
SUMMONS
Case No: D-17-560606-L
Dept: T

DISTRICT COURT
CLARK COUNTY, NEVADA
Ronald Davis, Plaintiff vs.
Barbara Jean Davis, Defendant.

To place classified ads
in the Las Vegas Tribune
please call 702-426-6022
or 702-426-5902

SUMMONS
NOTICE! YOU HAVE BEEN SUED. THE COURT MAY
DECIDE AGAINST YOU WITHOUT YOU BEING HEARD
UNLESS YOU RESPOND IN WRITING WITHIN 20 DAYS.
READ THE INFORMATION BELOW VERY CAREFULLY.
To the Defendant named above:
A civil complaint or petition has been filed by the Plaintiff
against you for the relief as set forth in that document (see
the complaint or petition). The object of this action is:
Divorce
If you intend to defend this lawsuit, within 20 days after
this summons is served on you (not counting the day of
service), you must:
1. File with the Clerk of Court, whose address is shown
below, a formal written answer to the complaint or petition.
2. Pay the required filing fee to the court, or file an
Application to Proceed In Forma Pauperis and request a
waiver of the filing fee.
3. Serve a copy of your answer Upon the Plaintiff whose
name and address is shown below.
If you fail to respond, the Plaintiff can request your default.
The court can then enter a judgment against you for the
relief demanded in the complaint or petition.
STEVEN D. GRIERSON
CLERK OF COURT
By: Angela Benson
Deputy Clerk
Date: 2-2-18 (SEAL)
Family Courts and Services Center 601 North Pecos Road
Las Vegas, Nevada 89155
Regional Justice Center 200 Lewis Avenue Las Vegas,
Nevada 89155
Issue on behalf of Plaintiff:
Ronald Davis
4350 Boulder Hwy., Apt.178
Las Vegas, Nevada 89121
PUB: Feb. 7, 14, 21, 28, 2018
Las Vegas Tribune

SPECIAL OFFERS

PERSONALS

Inspire The World
Publish Your Book
Today With
THE MOST RESPECTED
FULL-SERVICE
PUBLISHING FIRM

cf

HEALTH

Call today for your Free Publishing Kit!

800-303-3839

INTERNET/TV OFFERS
OUT WITH CABLE.
IN WITH SAVINGS.

ONLY

HOUSING

E
FREAL
TRI

The support you need to find quality

Get a 200 AT&T Visa® Reward Card
when you sign up for DIRECTV SELECT ™
Package or above.
†

$

FDA Registered Hearing Aid!

W/ 24-mo. agreement. Redemption required.
EARLY TERMINATION FEE OF $20/MO. FOR EACH MONTH REMAINING ON AGMT., $35 ACTIVATION, EQUIP. NON-RETURN & ADD’L FEES APPLY.
New approved residential customers only (equipment lease req’d). Credit card req’d (except MA & PA).

Ask me how to Bundle and save. CALL TODAY!

SENIOR LIVING SOLUTIONS

A Place for Mom has helped over one million families find
senior living solutions that meet their unique needs.

SEND NO MONEY!

• Hearing aids by mail
for 38 years

If you like it then pay only $299!
Comfort fit • Crisp clear sound

• Over 650,000
satisfied
customers

✔ 100% Risk-FREE
✔ 45-day home trial
✔ FREE shipping
✔ Payment plans
Call for details!

✔ Licensed hearing aid

High-quality
American-made
electronics

IV SUPPORT HOLDINGS LLC

855-977-8411
†$200 Reward Card for purchase of qualifying DIRECTV SELECT and above; Offer not available in select locations. For new residential customers in the U.S. (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S.V.I.). Residents of select multi-dwelling units are not eligible for this offer. Reward Card: Will be sent letter
with redemption requirements. Redemption req’d w/in 75 days from reward notification mail date. Reward Card delivered within 3-4 weeks after redemption to customers who maintain qualifying service from installation date and through reward fulfillment. Card expires at month-end, 6 mos. after
issuance. No cash access. For cardholder agreement, go to rewardcenter.att.com/myrewardcard/agreement_FSV.pdf. AT&T Reward Card issued by U.S. Bank National Association, pursuant to license from Visa. U.S.A Inc. May not be combined with other promotional offers on same services.
Offer ends 3/31/18. DIRECTV SVC TERMS: Subject to Equipment Lease & Customer Agreements. Must maintain a min. base TV pkg of $29.99/mo. Programming, pricing, terms and conditions subject to change at any time. Visit directv.com/legal or call for details. ©2018 AT&T Intellectual Property.
All Rights Reserved. AT&T, Globe logo, DIRECTV, and all other DIRECTV marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affiliated companies. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

$299!

Try our Apollo-6200
hearing aid risk-free for 45 days.

There’s no cost to you!
CALL (855) 559-1886

dispensers on staff

100% digital • Discreet size • Customer favorite

(

! We’re paid by our partner communities

HEALTH

8

Promo
code:
88-120

By Phone (Mon-Fri • 8 am - 5 pm CT)

1-855-900-7480
More Info

www.HHEnow.com/tribune

MB17-NM004Gc

Are You Still Paying Too Much For Your Medications?
Their Price

$

CrestorTM

914.18
Typical US Brand Price

for 40mg x 100

but I’m never alone.
I have Life Alert.®

Call Toll-free: 844-409-8740

Covered by Medicare and suffering from Back or Knee Pain?

RELIEVE YOUR
PAIN NOW!

Presenting the all new Safe
Step Walk-In Tub featuring
MicroSoothe.® It oxygenates,
softens and exfoliates skin,
turning your bath into a spa-like
experience.

Give your back or knees the
support and relief they need to
reduce your pain

› Fast and Easy Medicare
Approvals
› Free Nationwide Shipping

$1500 OFF when you mention this ad.

1-800-396-4503

Call the number below and save an additional $15 plus get free shipping on your
first prescription order with Canada Drug Center. Expires December 31, 2017.
Offer is valid for prescription orders only and can not be used in conjunction with
any other offers. Valid for new customers only. One time use per household. Use
code 15FREE to receive this special offer.

Use of these services is subject to the Terms of Use and accompanying policies at www.canadadrugcenter.com.

1 Selling Walk-In Tub

Call Today
Toll-Free

Get An Extra $15 Off & Free Shipping On
Your 1st Order!

Please note that we do not carry controlled substances and a valid prescription is required for all prescription medication orders.

NORTH #
AMERICA’S

Print & digital formats • Exciting
illustrations • Sold at major retailers

1-800-973-2606

148

Generic equivalent of CrestorTM
Generic price for for 40mg x 100

1-800-538-9279

Most trusted all-in-one publisher

Call today for your Free
Author Submission Kit!

Rosuvastatin*
$

For a FREE brochure call:

SPECIAL OFFERS
Get Your Book Published With

Our Price

You can save up to 97% when you fill your prescriptions with our
Canadian and International prescription service.

Learn for FREE how a Back or
Knee Brace can help: 888-918-1625

CSLB 983603 F13000002885 13HV08744300

You know your FAMILY. We know SENIOR LIVING.
Together, we will ﬁnd the RIGHT PLACE.
INDEPENDENT LIVING • ASSISTED LIVING • MEMORY CARE
A Place for Mom has helped over a million families find senior living solutions that meet their unique needs. Our
Advisors are trusted, local experts who can help you understand your options. Here’s what’s included with our free service:

A dedicated
local Advisor

Hand-picked list
of communities

Full details
and pricing

Help scheduling
tours

Move in
support

There’s no cost to you!
CALL (855) 559-1886
! We’re paid by our partner communities

Joan Lunden, journalist, best-selling author, former host of Good Morning America & senior living advocate.

