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Trump budget calls for $120 Mil. to
restart licensing of Yucca Mountain
By Rob Nikolewski
San Diego Union Tribune
The Trump administration made
a $30.6 billion budget request Monday that included $120 million to
try to restart the Yucca Mountain
facility in Nevada as a site to store
the country’s growing stockpile of
nuclear waste.
If approved, the money would
go to help re-license the facility
that had its funding cut during the
Obama administration.
The request came from the U.S.
Department of Energy and applies

My Point
of View
By Rolando Larraz

Today is Valentine Day, the day
of love and friendship, and I would
like to take this opportunity to wish
my readers and a few special friends
a happy Valentine’s Day, even if
they may read this the day after —
or maybe not at all, if in reality no
one reads the Las Vegas Tribune, as
someone who shall remain nameless for now always says.
First of all, to my friend and editor, Maramis Choufani, who came
back from an extended vacation in
Texas looking brand new, even if
she said that she never visited or
even met Dr. Julio Garcia; Maramis
has a new look and she looks (like
they say in show-biz) Fabulous!
Happy Valentine’s Day, Maramis
and thank you for your friendship.
To my Chinita Linda in Miami,
who has been in my heart for sixty
years, even if I don’t take the time to
call her. She has been my valentine
all that time.
To my dear friend Shannon,
and her husband James, who were
gracious enough to drive my friend
Kirstin Lobato to our office last
Saturday for a visit that was sixteen years overdue. Thank you to
the three musketeers and Happy
Valentine’s Day.
To Rita and her husband, Don
Snook, my friend and confidant
for over forty years. I also want to
remind them both how important
they are in my life. Happy Valentine’s Day.
A warm greeting to three very
special ladies in my daily career,
Julie, Lisa and Theresa (they know
who they are). Thank you for the
opportunity of knowing you all and
Happy Valentine’s Day!
Also a fabulous Valentine’s Day
to all the good ladies of Las Vegas
Justice Court and their wonderful
staff; Judges Ann Zimmerman,
Melissa Zaragoza, Melanie Andress-Tobiasson, Cynthia Cruz,
Suzan Baucum, and of course, to
the guys, Judge Joe Sciscento and
Chief Judge Joe Bonaventure, also.
Oh, and I cannot forget my favorite judges, Bert Brown and Cedric Kerns, who are faithful readers
of the Las Vegas Tribune (please
don’t hold that against them) and
their beautiful families. I wish them
all a Happy Valentine’s Day.
Enough of the mushy stuff; now
let me get back to being me, as I always am, and get down to business.
Suzan, Suzan, Suzan. Are you
serious? Or better yet, maybe I
should ask if the morning paper is
for real and you really did what they
said you did?
I met Judge Suzan Baucum
when she was running for the very
first time for a Justice Court newly
created Department 14 seat.
From the first day I got to like
her and believe we had communicated very well, not because she is
tall and beautiful, but because she’s
smart and knows the law; I support(See My Point of View, Page 2)

The north portal of the proposed Yucca Mountain nuclear waste dump.

to fiscal year 2019, which begins
Oct. 1.
“The president’s budget request
supports the department’s effort to
enhance today’s energy security
while also making strategic investments for tomorrow,” said Energy
Secretary Rick Perry.
Located about 100 miles northwest of Las Vegas, Yucca Mountain
was designed to store spent fuel
from nuclear facilities across the
country, such as the 3.55 million
pounds of waste at the San Onofre
Nuclear Generating Station.
The administration’s budget
blueprint is one portion of the long,

protracted battle on Capitol Hill to
hammer out a spending bill.
The House of Representatives
is scheduled to soon vote on a
measure sponsored by Rep. John
Shimkus, R-Illinois, to revive Yucca Mountain. The Senate, however,
has not offered any similar bills.
Even if the $120 million gets
approved, other funding issues remain — as well as regulatory and
legal hurdles that would need to be
cleared — before Yucca Mountain
could be opened.
Democrats and Republicans
from Nevada are aligned against
(See Yucca Mountain, Page 3)

By Rolando Larraz
Las Vegas Tribune
For the last two weeks the
daily newspaper, under direction
of its owner, Sheldon Adelson, a
competitor in the gaming industry,
has managed to keep stories going
pointing out several alleged incidents of sexual misconduct with
company employees by Mr. Wynn.
Last Sunday again the lead article was about “Wynn’s Dramatic
Fall” and the second lead article
was what seems to be an infomercial about a coffee shop in Boulder
City twenty-six miles from Las
Vegas.
The story two days earlier about

STEVE WYNN

a Metro officer arrested after being
indicted on several kidnapping and
sexual assault charges involving a
child was not newsworthy of interest to the newspaper that is owned
by Wynn’s competitor.
Another story about several
employees of Clark County School
District, involving teachers, bus
drivers, custodians and many others, was not of interest to the newspaper that wanted to throw mud on
visionary Steve Wynn, who many
credit for the success and worldwide fame of the Las Vegas Strip.
The daily newspaper claims
to be the most powerful and the
largest newspaper in Southern

Nevada just because it is the only
daily newspaper in the community
of more than two million, with a
circulation of only ten percent of
the residents. Yet it could still use
its power, gaining support from its
small circulation base to demand
from the Clark County School
District a more severe background
investigation on those applying to
work for the CCSD.
Instead of spending time and
money on trying to interrupt the
law enforcement investigation into
the Mandalay Bay massacre, asking
for the release of information before
police and federal investigators
(See Scapegoat, Page 4)

By Thomas Mitchell
Who didn’t see this coming?
On February 7 federal prosecutors asked the federal judge to
reconsider her decision to dismiss
with prejudice the indictment
against Bunkerville rancher Cliven Bundy, two of his sons and a
Montana militiaman for the armed
standoff with federal agents attempting to impound Bundy’s cattle
in 2014 for failure to pay grazing
fees and fines amounting to about
$1 million.
The reason, as we noted here
previously, is that the evidence
the prosecution failed to turn over

CLIVEN BUNDY

— which prompted the dismissal
— had previously been deemed
inadmissible and, therefore, could
not be exculpatory under the Brady
rule.
“To the extent the Court’s dismissal with prejudice is predicated
on the materiality of the late-disclosed evidence to defendant’s theories of ‘self-defense, provocation,
and intimidation,’ it is in error,”
the appeal states. “Because these
theories are not cognizable on the
undisputed facts, they cannot form
the basis of a Brady violation.”
The Appellate Chief for the U.S.
Attorney’s Office Elizabeth White

further argued, “The government
believes the Court’s ruling is clearly
erroneous in at least two ways, i.e.,
1) it dismissed the superseding
indictment with prejudice for ‘outrageous’ and ‘flagrant’ government
misconduct predicated on the government’s failure to disclose certain
documents that could be used only
to support the legally non-cognizable and unsupportable defenses of
self-defense, ‘provocation,’ and
‘intimidation’; or arguably to rebut
three overt acts (out of more than
70) in furtherance of the alleged
conspiracy; and 2) even assuming
(See Bundy, Page 6)

By Thomas Mitchell
If you thought the sexual harassment allegations against Steve
Wynn were horrendous, wait till
you read the lawsuit filed February
7 accusing him and his compliant
board of excess pay and benefits.

The Nevada Independent has posted a copy of the 42-page suit.
Most of the claims in the suit
by shareholder Norfolk County
Retirement System, filed in Clark
County District Court, have been
reported at one time or the other

but the compilation is eye-opening.
The suit accuses Wynn, his board
and company executives of poor
corporate governance and breaches
of fiduciary duty at the expense of
shareholders.
The suit notes, for example, that

Institutional Shareholder Services,
Inc. has recommended withholding
votes to re-elect members of the
Wynn compensation committee,
citing “Wynn’s sizable pay packages compared with other CEOs
(See Wynn Lawsuit, Page 4)

KIRSTIN LOBATO

and more hugs and kisses upon
the young lady for the next few
minutes.
The Las Vegas Tribune’s General Manager, Perly Viasmensky,
said, “Oh, My God, girl!” and
embraced the young lady that had
just arrived.
Many people may not recognize
the name “Blaise” because for
many years the newspaper has been
writing about her as Kirstin Lobato,
the nineteen-year-old woman that
spent 16 years of her beautiful life
behind bars in Nevada prison for a
crime that occurred while she was

visiting family about 200 miles
away from Las Vegas.
A friend of the newspaper, Shannon Leon, and her husband James,
had brought Kirstin to the newspaper offices because her longtime
friend wanted to say thank you to
the newspaper in person for all the
articles and all the support that the
Las Vegas Tribune has given her
during the last decade.
There was no interview, no
digging into her past odyssey over
the last fifteen years; the newspaper
knew all about that. They spent
(See Kirstin Lobato, Page 5)

Steve Wynn might become
a scapegoat of competitors

Prosecution asking judge to
reconsider Bundy dismissal

Lawsuit outlines compendium
of allegations against Wynn
Kirstin Lobato visits the Las Vegas Tribune

By Alexandra Cohen
Las Vegas Tribune
Last week during a staff meeting
with some of the new people who
have joined the Radio Tribune
family, a young lady in high heels
and all, walked in and said “Hello,
everyone!” Everybody stopped
what they were doing and said
hello back.
James, the young lady’s escort,
saw the surprised look on everyone’s face and took a few steps toward us and said, “This is Blaise,”
and soon everyone got up from the
table and lavished hugs and kisses
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Public has a right to see justice done
By Thomas Mitchell
Currently playing in theaters
across the country is a movie called
“The Post,” about how in 1971 The
New York Times and The Washington Post both brazenly defied
the law of the land and published
excerpts of a highly classified document that has since been dubbed the
Pentagon Papers, which outlined
how a succession of presidents lied
to and concealed information from
the American public about events
and strategy in the Vietnam War.
The public had a right to know,
both papers argued.
There was nothing in the Papers
that would have jeopardized American security or troops, just the
confidence of the American people

in the belief that their leaders would
tell them the unvarnished truth.
Today, both of those papers are
being less than enthusiastic about
the public’s right to know what is
in a declassified memo from the
House Intelligence Committee that
states there are “concerns with the
legitimacy and legality” of how
law enforcement obtained court
approval to wiretap a then volunteer
political adviser to now-President
Donald Trump, Carter Page, in
an investigation into whether the
Trump campaign “colluded” with
officials of the Russian government.
The memo indicates Justice
and FBI officials were less than
forthcoming with the Foreign
Intelligence Surveillance Court
about the material used to support
the request for permission to surveil

an American citizen, despite the
Fourth Amendment guarantee that
citizens are to be secure against
unreasonable searches and seizures.
The memo specifically addresses
the fact that the Christopher Steele
“dossier” was bought and paid
for by the Democratic National
Committee and the Hillary Clinton
campaign and that the credibility of
Steele himself was doubtful after he
was quoted as saying he “was desperate that Donald Trump not get
elected and was passionate about
him not being president.”
Never mind that then-FBI Director James Comey testified that
the dossier was “salacious and
unverified.”
The Post editorialized that the
Intelligence Committee under
Republican Devin Nunes of Cali-

fornia “has become another front
in Mr. Trump’s assault on the law
enforcement institutions investigating the president and his associates.
House Republicans are poisoning
the committee’s relationship with
the intelligence community and distracting from real issues demanding
attention.”
Poisoning? Distracting?
The editorialists at the Times
opened with the dismissive line,
“Seriously? That’s all they’ve got?”
From there the paper derisively
chided the House Republicans
for what it seemed to believe is a
newly discovered reverence for
transparency.
“Since the Republicans are now
on board with greater transparency,
they will no doubt push President
Trump to release his tax returns, as

every other major-party presidential
nominee has done for the past four
decades, won’t they?” the Times
taunted.
There was nothing in the memo
that in any way jeopardizes national
security, but the Democrats on the
Intelligence Committee fired off a
memo declaring, “The Republican
document mischaracterizes highly
sensitive classified information …”
adding, “The sole purpose of the
Republican document is to circle
the wagons around the White House
and insulate the President.”
Nevada’s Democrats, of course,
joined the hooting chorus of naysaying.
Freshman Rep. Jacky Rosen,
who is running against Sen. Dean
Heller this year, said, “Declas(See Right To Kniow, Page 5)

(Continued from Page 1)
ed Judge Baucum for the second
term despite the fact that I knew
who her campaign manager was.
Campaign manager, did I say?
Yeah, you know, that old guy who
is married to a District Court Judge
named Nancy Alf Thomas and goes
to all those campaign fundraisers to
eat and collect money just for giving the candidates the opportunity
to eat the food they paid for.
Is there any real justice in insulting the family of a dead person and
his nineteen-year-old granddaughter who will be suffering medical
problems for the rest of her life
by not making the penalty for the
perpetrator fit the crime?
I would expect some injustice
like that from a bad judge who
has no compassion for anyone and

who sent a man to jail because he
didn’t like how the defendant said
‘thank you’ to him, or from one
who sentenced a man to double
the time because the judge didn’t
know if after eight years in prison
the man would commit the same
crime again; I would not expect a
behavior like that from a judge like
Suzan Baucum whom I respect and
admire.
I would like to know if the man
who ran the red light is a client of
David Thomas and his marijuana
business and Judge Baucum was
persuaded by her campaign manager to be lenient; in fact, more than
lenient, with a man who irresponsibly killed another human being,
injuring his teenage granddaughter,
who will be under medical care
maybe for the rest of her life.

I have no knowledge and no
proof that such a thing took place,
and I would like to believe that
Judge Suzan Baucum would not
do such a thing, but that is one of
the reasons that I am so strongly
opposed to judges using campaign
managers that are profiting from
drug businesses. Even if it has been
legalized by a Nevada money-hungry legislature, it is still federally
illegal.
I have no problem with anyone
smoking grass as long as that “anyone” does not make a living dressed
in a black robe, where the lives and
the freedom of anyone appearing
before him/her while wearing that
black robe can be affected by that
connection to the drug industry.
The reason I don’t smoke marijuana isn’t because I’m a good guy;

I know lots of good people that
smoke grass; and it’s not because
I’m such a great person or perfect
human being; far from all that,
I don’t smoke it because I don’t
like the smell of it, and because
(as many people know) marijuana
makes a person hungry — gives
me the munchies — and if I gain
weight, I can’t afford new clothes,
being the poor Cuban refugee that
I am.
My name is Rolando Larraz, and
as always, I approved this column.
*****
Rolando Larraz is Editor in
Chief of the Las Vegas Tribune.
His column appears weekly in this
newspaper. To contact Rolando
Larraz, email him at: Rlarraz@
lasvegastribune.com or at 702272-4634.
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We are still waiting for the voice of Nevada
voters to be heard — 22 years and counting
By Thomas Mitchell
Facebook has this algorithm that pops
up something you’ve shared online in the
past and asks if you’d like to repost it. It
might a cute pix of your dog or a vacation
remembrance.
This time it turned out to be a reminder
that the will of the voters of Nevada had been
ignored for 16 years. It was a link to a blog
based on a column that appeared in the Battle
Born Media newspapers. Oh yes, it was first
posted in February 2012, six years ago, so
now the will of the Nevada voters has been
ignored for 22 years.
Here is the column appeared in the newspapers but has long since disappeared into
the ether:
By Thomas Mitchell
This is not federalism. It is feudalism.
As most Nevadans know, the federal government holds sway over somewhere between
83 and 92 percent of the land in this state, depending on which official government source
you cite. That is the highest percentage of any
state in the union, including Alaska.
This is the result of something known as
a Disclaimer Clause included in the statehood act admitting Nevada as a state. As a
condition of entry into the union, the state
was required to “forever disclaim all right
and title to the unappropriated public lands
lying within said territory, and that the same
shall be and remain at the sole and entire
disposition of the United States.”
Putting aside the extortionate nature of the
demand and that it was agreed to under duress and that it encumbered generations not
yet born, nowhere in the Constitution is the
federal government granted an enumerated
power to deny any state sovereignty over its
own lands. Even sharecroppers have more
rights than that.
Over the years it has been unsuccessfully
argued that the Disclaimer Clause violates

Yucca Mountain
(Continued from Page 1)
re-licensing the facility that cost the federal
government about $15 billion to construct.
Nevada Gov. Brian Sandoval, the state’s
two senators, Republican Dean Heller and
Democrat Catherine Cortez Masto, and
Democratic Reps Dina Titus, Jacky Rosen
and Ruben Kihuen oppose the Yucca Mountain project.
“A state without a single nuclear power
plant (Nevada) should not have to shoulder
the entire nation’s nuclear waste burden,”
said Sen. Dean Heller, R-Nevada, after the
Department of Energy made its announcement.
Rep. Mark Amodei, R-Nev., and Nye
County, where Yucca Mountain is located,
and other rural Nevada counties, support
continuing the licensing process.
Nye County Commissioner Dan Schinhofen applauded the Trump administration’s
effort to continue the licensing process on

The federal government, not the state, controls the land known as Mount Wilson.
the spirit and letter of the Equal Footing DocGrazing rights are routinely canceled for
trine under which every new state admitted to arbitrary reasons. Roads are closed in order
the union does so under the same conditions to protect some minnow or bug no matter how
as the 13 original states.
much it inconveniences the residents. PerOn Oct. 31, 1864, the president pro- mission to obtain rights of way and mining
claimed:
permits languish for decades in the federal
“Now, therefore, be it known, that I, bureaucracy. All should be responsibilities
Abraham Lincoln, President of the United of the state of Nevada.
States, in accordance with the duty imposed
It is estimated that 13 Western states forgo
upon me by the act of congress aforesaid, do $4.2 billion a year in property taxes due to the
hereby declare and proclaim that the said vast holdings of untaxed land by the federal
State of Nevada is admitted into the Union government.
on an equal footing with the original states.”
In 1993 Nye County Commissioner Dick
In fact, in 1911 the U.S. Supreme Court in Carver wrote a lengthy letter to the governor
Coyle v. Smith opined, “No prior decision of and the various heads of the federal agencies
this court sanctions the claim that Congress, controlling public land in the state. He conin admitting a new State, can impose con- vincingly argued:
ditions in the enabling act, the acceptance
“The people of the Nevada Territory had
whereof will deprive the State when admit- no authority to pass this act. Research has
ted of any attribute of power essential to its shown that first, the people of the Territory
of Nevada had to give up all their ‘interest’
equality with the other States.”
That seems clear enough, but it has been in the unappropriated lands of the Nevada
territory to the Congress of the United States
roundly ignored.

so Congress could pass said lands to the State
of Nevada upon acceptance of Nevada into
the Union. Then Nevada would become a free
sovereign state as the original thirteen states
relating to land.”
What many have forgotten is that in 1996
the citizens of Nevada voted to change the Nevada Constitution and strike the Disclaimer
Clause. It passed with more than 56 percent
of the votes.
Ballot Question 4 read simply: “Shall the
Territorial Ordinance of the Nevada Constitution be amended to remove the disclaimer
of the state’s interest in the unappropriated
public land?” Yes or no.
Nearly 16 long years later, the state Constitution still contains a footnote explaining
that the amendment was “proposed and
passed by the 1993 legislature; agreed to and
passed by the 1995 legislature; and approved
and ratified by the people at the 1996 general
election, effective on the date Congress consents to amendment or a legal determination
is made that such consent is not necessary.”
Congress has not consented. There has
been no legal determination.
Speaking of feudalism, the right to petition
for redress of grievances was first embodied
in the Magna Carta in 1215.
The Founders thought this so fundamental
they included it in the First Amendment as
one of five key rights delineated there.
For the voters of Nevada, this right has
not been denied, just simply ignored.
In the subsequent blog I noted that I had
emailed the office of Gov. Brian Sandoval
and asked what he would do, if anything, to
address the vote of the citizens of Nevada
taken nearly 16 years earlier, but roundly
ignored ever since.
I wrote, “I’ve had no reply yet. Just like
the voters. I wonder if I will still be waiting
16 years hence.”
Well, it has been six years, only 10 more
to go.

Tunnel inside the Yucca Mountain nuclear waste dump near Mercury.
the Yucca Mountain repository, which is not
“All the president’s budget does is allow
completed, to determine if the site “is even for the science to be heard on the safety of
safe for its construction.”
Yucca Mountain,” Schinhofen said.

Senate GOP candidate Danny Tarkanian,
a Las Vegas lawyer, also said he supports
the administration priority to license Yucca
Mountain as a permanent repository.
Tarkanian said building the facility would
prompt a boost in federal spending and job
creation in the state, and position Nevada for
nuclear waste reprocessing.
In addition to the nuclear waste at San
Onofre, about 80,000 metric tons of spent fuel
has piled up at some 120 nuclear facilities
across the country.
Yucca Mountain was slated to open in
2017 but then-Sen. Harry Reid, D-Nevada
became the Senate Majority Leader after the
2006 elections. During the 2008 presidential
campaign, then-candidate Barack Obama
said Yucca Mountain was “an expensive
failure and should be abandoned.”
The Obama administration cut off funding
for Yucca Mountain in 2010.

Job Opportunity:
Boot-lickers need not respond
Respectful men and women only, aged 35 and up. One
Love’s new leadership starts from top down leadership’s chain of command as well as including ground up
community development.

Our big fundamentals for true leadership are narrowed down
to these five principles: 1) integrity; 2) respect; 3) loyalty;
4) higher moral values; and 5) discipline.
Isaiah 43:18-21 are our governing belief principles
proving that anyone can change and those Bible verses are
the fundamental company ethos at One Love Enterprises.
Gilbert Earl Wainwright is the founder and CEO of One
Love United Coast-to-Coast Enterprises, which is a
self-improvement company.
We are here to praise God and honor the communities
wherein we are present to provide new leadership in America
by a firm policy of respect, higher moral values, and love.
Contact Gilbert Earl Wainwright for more information. Email:
unitedcoasttocoast@ yahoo.com, or phone 702.583.9430.
And please visit our website at Unitedcoasttocoast.com.
The deadlines to join our new leadership
development platform for One Love United Coast-to-Coast Enterprises is March
18, 2018. We don’t need more community policing; we need more community
leadership, and One Love United Coastto-Coast Enterprises is kicking it off.
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Trump releases 2019 budget with $3 trillion in cuts

By Naomi Jagoda
The Hill
President Trump on Monday
rolled out a White House budget
that includes deep cuts to some
federal agencies, an increase in
funding for the Pentagon and $18
billion for a wall on the Mexican
border.
It includes proposals to cut deficits by more than $3 trillion over a
decade and lower debt levels as a
percentage of the gross domestic
product, but does not balance by
doing away with annual deficits.
It also includes funding for
Trump’s long-awaited infrastructure plan, which was put off in the
president’s first year in office for
efforts to repeal ObamaCare and
pass tax cuts. It seeks $200 billion
in government funds to stimulate
$1.5 trillion in infrastructure investments.
Like other presidential budgets,
Trump’s blueprint will almost
certainly not become law. But it
still highlights the White House’s
priorities in an election year that
looks to be dominated by debates
about infrastructure, immigration
and the nation’s economic health.
Office of Management and
Budget Director (OMB) Mick Mul-

vaney and Cabinet secretaries will
be fanning out on Capitol Hill this
week to testify on the budget and
defend Trump’s proposals.
Many federal agencies — including the State Department, the
Environmental Protection Agency
and the Interior Department —
would see budget cuts compared to
the fiscal 2017 enacted level. Some
agencies and programs — such as
the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, the National Endowment
for the Arts, the TIGER grant
program for infrastructure projects

(Continued from Page 1)
and a severance agreement equating to $330 million that ‘exceeds
the upper parameter of acceptable
amounts,’ according to a report
from ISS last year. Glass Lewis
& Co, another advisory firm, also
recommended that shareholders
vote against the Company’s compensation package, citing ‘poor
overall design’ and ‘performance
disconnect.’ In fact, Glass Lewis
gave the Company an ‘F’ for its
pay-for-performance practices for
the last two years.”
This past year ISS gave Wynn
Resorts its worst ranking for governance risk.
The suit also recounts that the
company leases Wynn’s personal
art collection for $1 a year, but
pays the cost of insurance, security
and taxes.
Of course, it also relates the
recent allegations of sexual harassment against Wynn, noting the
board’s knowledge of and lack of
action. The suit says that Wynn’s
former wife Elaine Wynn’s lawsuit “accuses Mr. Wynn of using
the Company ‘to fund his lavish
lifestyle and personal politics’ and
displaying ‘reckless risk-taking
behavior’ that places the Company
in jeopardy and has exposed it to
legal challenges. Thus, regardless
of whether Mr. Wynn initially
concealed the settlement and allegations of egregious misconduct
involving the Company, the Board
knew of the settlement and allega-

STEVE WYNN
tions of patently egregious misconduct involving the Company by at
least 2015 and failed to act and continued to support and recommend
to the stockholders Mr. Wynn’s
continued leadership and compensation. The Board knowingly
failed to investigate the allegations
of patently egregious misconduct
by the Chairman and CEO and Mr.
Wynn’s suitability for his fiduciary
positions and regulatory compliance and his suitability as a gaming
operator. Knowing failure to act by
the Board on the allegations of such
egregious misconduct involving
the Company constituted a knowing and intentional violation of its
fiduciary duties to the Company
for which the Director Defendants
are liable.”
Wynn’s current employment
agree, the suit notes, runs till 2022
and pays him $2.5 million a year.

Wynn Lawsuit

AJ Maimbourg/Ed Klapproth, Co-Founders
Please join us in our national wave to bring God
back into our country! Our mission is to recruit State
leaders across the country to lead in vetting every
single federal, state, county and city candidate
running for office in 2016... We will then choose the
ones we at the Christian Crusade will endorse and
publicize nationally. We have allowed God to be
removed far too long now and it is time to pick up the
“banner” and bring Him back in a concentrated effort
to restore His word and code.
Please visit our website and review all the
categories. The volunteer section will allow you to do
just that, as well as we will post the State National
Directors in that section as we recruit them. The
website still has some construction to do, but, we are
nearly there.
If you have a desire to be a Contributor of articles,
please contact me and let me know.
www.thechristiancrusade.com
Also, please join our Facebook group
if you are on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/1634723793433487/
YOUR PRAYERS AND DONATIONS
ARE APPRECIATED!!!
CONTACT EMAIL: aj@thechristiancrusade.com

and the Community Development
Block Grant program — would be
eliminated.
But other areas, such as the Defense and Veterans Affairs departments, would see budget increases.
The budget also proposes reforms to welfare programs and
Medicare as part of the administration’s effort to reduce deficits. And
it calls for repealing ObamaCare

and replacing it with legislation
modeled after a bill from Republican Sens. Lindsey Graham
(S.C.) and Bill Cassidy (La.) that
proposed converting funding for
ObamaCare’s subsidies to block
grants for states.
The White House also said it
plans next month to announce an
agenda to overhaul the federal government. This agenda will include
items such as updating information
technology and updating hiring and
firing processes.
The document’s release comes
after Trump on Friday signed a
bipartisan budget agreement to
boost defense and nondefense discretionary spending caps for 2018
and 2019 by about $300 billion.
The deal has fueled criticism
from conservatives worried the
GOP has lost some fiscal discipline
now that it controls both ends of
Pennsylvania Avenue.
In an addendum to the budget,
Mulvaney said the administration
“strongly” supports the defense
spending levels in the budget deal
but is proposing to fund nondefense

discretionary programs at the level
that’s $57 billion below the new
cap.
“We believe that this level responsibly accounts for the cap
deal while taking into account the
current fiscal situation,” Mulvaney
wrote.
The administration requested
in the addendum to provide some
additional funds for items such as
fighting the opioid epidemic and
the National Institutes of Health
and also suggested fixing budget
“gimmicks” used to circumvent the
spending caps.
The Trump administration did
not release a “Greenbook” of revenue-related proposals, citing the
implementation of the new tax law.
A Greenbook was also not released
last year, though they are typically
part of presidential budget requests.
The budget also calls for $85.5
billion in funding for veterans’
medical care and other programs
to help retired service members’
quality of life and for $17 billion
in opioid-related spending for 2019.
(See Trump Budget, Page 5)

(Continued from Page 1)
could finish their job, the billionaire casino owner and owner of
the only daily newspaper, should
have directed his reporters to write
about the school system and the
way they conduct their background
checks on those who are working
with children.
But Sheldon Adelson is not the
only one who is competing with
the Wynn empire; let’s not forget
Jan Laverty Jones, the former Mayor-turned-casino executive.
After eight years as the first
female Mayor in Las Vegas, Jan
Laverty Jones was hired by casino
giant Harrah’s of Las Vegas as its
Vice President of Communication,
and has been with the company
ever since.
Harrah’s Casinos owns several
casinos on the Las Vegas Strip:
Imperial Palace; Caesars; Harrah’s;
Paris; Bill’s (formerly called Barbary Coast when owned by Boyd
Corporation); Flamingo; O’Sheas;
Ballys; and just west of the Strip,
the Rio.
Before her move from politician
to casino executive, Jan Laverty
Jones ran for Nevada Governor
against Steve Wynn’s friend and
Las Vegas political figure, Bob
Miller; and Jones — as might any
other politician in Nevada — went
to Steve Wynn for help and, of
course, a campaign contribution.
Legal documents obtained by
the Las Vegas Tribune in a recent
legal procedure, contained a very
interesting line that proved the
newspaper right, showing the

possibility that other casinos may
be behind the idea of destroying
Wynn’s name and the entire Wynn
empire.
For example, Miller’s 1994 primary challenger in the 1994 Nevada
gubernatorial election, Las Vegas
Mayor Jan Laverty Jones, said that
in 1994 Wynn “tried to discourage
her” from challenging Miller in a
primary. When she reminded Wynn
that she and Wynn had been friends
for a long time, he replied saying
“yes, and we will continue to be
[friends] unless you run against
Bob Miller.”
She eventually lost to Miller
by a wide margin in the primary.
Thirteen of the fifteen top contributors to Miller’s 1994 reelection
campaign were (mostly Las Vegas-based) casino companies or
their top executives. Wynn alone
donated $70,000, exploiting a
loophole across four subsidiaries.
Ultimately, the gaming industry as a
whole accounted for 54 percent and
43 percent of Miller’s gubernatorial
campaign funds in 1990 and 1994
runs, respectively. Defendant Miller
ultimately won the 1994 gubernatorial election.
Everyone knows how spoiled
powerful people are and Jan Jones
is not an exception; most likely she
still remembers that Wynn turned
her down to help his friend and it
might be possible that many former
Wynn employees are now working
for Harrah’s conglomerate, making
it possible to be paid back in time.
Mr. Wynn’s 11.8 percent of the
stock of the company had a market

value of approximately $2.4 billion
as of January 25, 2018. Mr. Wynn
is considered by some as integral to
the company’s success.
Mr. Wynn is so ingrained into
the identity of the Company that
his signature is the Company’s
logo. In a recent securities filing
citing possible risks to the business,
the Company said, “If we lose the
services of Mr. Wynn, or he is unable to devote sufficient attention
to our operation for any reason,
our business may be significantly
impaired.”
One thing the people that are
now running away from Steve
Wynn don’t have to worry about is
that all the alleged victims are of
the age of consent and were adults
when the events took place a few
decades ago.
A former Mirage high-roller
who cannot be mentioned by name,
asked the Las Vegas Tribune during
a telephone conversation from
the East Coast if the Ultraviolet
activist group is planning to fly a
banner-plane over the Las Vegas
Metropolitan Police Headquarters
on Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard and Alta and over the Clark
County School District on Sahara
Avenue.
The newspaper explained to
the inquiring mind of the former
high-roller that neither of those
companies have as much money as
Wynn and his company has; they
only protest against billionaires or
Republicans because the Democratic sex maniacs that have come to
light lately apparently don’t count.

Scapegoat

February 14-20, 2018 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / Page 5

The 22 agencies and programs
Trump’s budget would eliminate

Taxation without
representation?
By Thomas Mitchell
Taxation without representation
is tyranny, and grounds for a revolution — only many of those being
taxed under the Trump federal
budget haven’t been born yet.
It is one thing to spend your
children’s inheritance. It is another
to drive them into debt. We are
spending today what they will be
earning years from now.
Reportedly, the proposed $4.4
trillion budget for next year will
add $7 trillion to the national debt,
which is already $20 trillion, over
the next decade. Of course, some
will argue that is static scoring and
doesn’t take into account the additional taxes that should accrue due
to the recent tax cuts. Then, neither

does it account for possible soaring
interest rates on that debt. Budgeting one’s spending based on the
anticipation of a raise is foolhardy.
In 2015 Trump said, “But if we
don’t make our nation rich again,
we don’t take back our jobs from
all these other countries that are
ripping us and if we don’t take back
our money and we don’t, you know,
balance up our budget at least get
it damn close and soon we’re not
going to have a nation anymore.”
This is the same Trump who
the next year who disputed his
own comments about the nation
defaulting on its debt by saying,
“First of all, you never have to default because you print the money.”
Welcome to Zimbabwe.

(Continued from Page 1)
Besides money for the wall, the
administration is also seeking funding to hire new law enforcement
officers and pay for Immigrations
and Customs Enforcement to have
the highest average daily detention
capacity of immigrants in the country illegally.
Republican lawmakers were
positive about the budget.
“This budget lays out a thoughtful, detailed, and responsible blue-

print for achieving our shared
agenda,” said Speaker Paul Ryan
(R-Wis.)
But Democrats quickly blasted
the document.
“The budget is a statement of our
values, but the President’s brutal
collection of broken promises and
staggering cuts shows he does not
value the future of seniors, children
and working families,” said House
Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi
(D-Calif.).

By Brett Samuels
The Hill
President Trump on Monday unveiled his budget
proposal for the 2019 fiscal year, which makes significant cuts to some federal agencies and projects as part
of an effort to slash the federal deficit by $3 trillion
over the next 10 years.
As part of that effort, Trump has proposed eliminating funding for several agencies, grant programs
and institutes.
While lawmakers are unlikely to enact most of
Trump’s proposal, here’s a look at some of the centers
and agencies the White House wants to abolish.
1. The McGovern-Dole International Food for
Education, which donates agricultural commodities
and financial assistance to carry out school feeding
programs in foreign countries.
2. The Rural Business and Cooperative Service,
which provides loans, grants and payments intended to
increase opportunities in rural communities.
3. The Economic Development Administration,
which provides federal grants to communities in support of locally-developed economic plans.
4. The Manufacturing Extension Partnership,
which subsidizes advisory and consulting services for
small and medium-size manufacturers.
5. 21st Century Community Learning Centers,
which helps communities establish or expand centers
to provide before- and after-school programs and
summer school programs.
6. Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness for

Undergraduate Programs, an Education Department
program that provides grants to support college preparation for low-income students.
7. The Agency for Healthcare Research and
Quality, which researches ways to enhance the effectiveness of health services.
8. The Advanced Research Projects Agency,
which provides support for Energy Department
projects.
9. The National Wildlife Refuge Fund, which
compensates communities for lost tax revenue when
the federal government acquires their land.
10. The Global Climate Change Initiative, a
proposal that reflects Trump’s decision last year to
withdraw from the Paris climate agreement.
11. The NASA Office of Education, which provides grants to colleges and universities, museums
and science centers. The funding would be redirected
within NASA.
12. The Chemical Safety Board, which is tasked
with investigating accidents at chemical facilities.
13. The Corporation for National and Community Service, which funds service opportunities, promotes volunteering and helps nonprofit organizations
find volunteers.
14. The Corporation for Public Broadcasting,
which funds public television and radio stations including Public Broadcasting Service and NPR.
15. The Institute of Museum and Library Services, which funds museums and libraries nationwide
(Agencies Eliminated, Page 6)

(Continued from Page 1)
sifying this memo, filled with innuendo to support
unsubstantiated claims, is a blatant attempt to discredit
Robert Mueller’s investigation for political gain. This
was all done despite the objections of the FBI, and
these attacks undermine the integrity of our federal
law enforcement officers.”
Nevada Sen. Catherine Cortez Masto released a
statement declaring, “This partisan memo is nothing
more than an attempt to distract from the very real
issue: Did a presidential candidate’s campaign work
with a foreign government to influence our election
process? I support the dedicated professionals at the
Federal Bureau of Investigation. It is clear that to

some Republicans in Congress, it’s more important
to play politics than to support law enforcement. No
one should ever be above the law.
Including those in law enforcement?
Rep. Dina Titus fired off this retort, “Republicans
are willing to jeopardize our national security by
attacking and undermining an FBI investigation of
one of Trump’s advisers in a memo that has material
omissions of fact, distortions, and ulterior motives.
… Something doesn’t add up. Trump has something
to hide.”
And what is the purpose of classifying a document,
but to hide? While declassifying reveals.
For justice to be done, it must the seen, and not
cloaked under a veil of secrecy.

Right To Know

Trump Budget

Kirstin Lobato

(Continued from Page 1)
their time with Ms Lobato by thanking her profusely for coming to visit
all of the staff members, including the newest addition to Radio Tribune,
Monica Lenoir.
Fifteen years ago, while in private practice, Chief Federal Judge Gloria Navarro was Kirstin Lobato’s lawyer and publicly declared that her
“client is innocent of killing Duran Bailey on July 8, 2001 in Las Vegas.”
However, in December 2009, President Barack Obama accepted Senator Harry Reid’s recommendation and nominated her to be a U.S. District
Court judge. The United States Senate unanimously confirmed her by a
vote of 98-0 in May 2010.
“Many people believe in letting bygones be bygones, but sometimes that
is too hard to swallow and all those people who took it upon themselves
to destroy the life of Kirstin Lobato, and perhaps many others, should be
charged with the crime of conspiracy,” stated Viasmensky
On January 11 of this year, Las Vegas Tribune wrote, “and if we were
living in a real world or in a perfect world, former Judge Valorie Vega,
Judge William Bill Kephart, prosecutor DiGiacomo, David Schieck,
former Clark County District Attorney David Roger, and any other person involved in destroying the life of Kirstin Lobato or any other person
unjustifiably crucified by the legal system, would be prosecuted and, if
found guilty, sentenced to the max at hard labor for a long time.” But
unfortunately, we are all so far away from living in a perfect world.
In the same edition, dated January 11, 2018, Hans Sherrer of justicedenied.org, wrote “During the closing arguments in Ms. Lobato’s trial,
Clark County Asst. DA Sandra DiGiacomo conceded that credible alibi
witnesses established she was at her home in Panaca — 165 miles north
of Las Vegas — the entire afternoon and evening of July 8,” but Kirstin
Lobato had already spent fifteen years of her life in prison for a crime
she did not commit, and a federal judge and an assistant District Attorney
agreed with the defense.
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White House releases 55-page,
$1.5 trillion infrastructure plan

By Mallory Shelbourne
The Hill
The White House on Monday officially released a 55-page proposal
for President Trump’s long-awaited
infrastructure overhaul.
The plan puts forth a framework
for lawmakers to craft legislation
for a $1.5 trillion infrastructure
package that would focus on public-private partnerships and funding
from state and local governments.
The plan is structured around
four main goals: generating $1.5
trillion for an infrastructure proposal, streamlining the permitting
process down to two years, investing in rural infrastructure projects
and advancing workforce training.
“My Administration’s plan addresses more than traditional infrastructure — like roads, bridges,
and airports — but addresses other
needs like drinking and wastewater
systems, waterways, water resources, energy, rural infrastructure, public lands, veterans’ hospitals, and
Brownfield and Superfund sites,”
Trump said in the White House
document.
“The reforms set forth in my
plan will strengthen the economy,
make our country more competitive, reduce the costs of goods and
services for American families, and
enable Americans to build their
lives on top of the best infrastructure in the world.”
The federal government would
contribute $200 billion to the

package, a figure Democrats have
already denounced as too small.
“After repeatedly failing to live
up to his infrastructure promises,
the release of Trump’s infrastructure plan today once again falls
short,” the Democratic National
Committee wrote in an email to reporters upon the proposal’s release.
“Trump’s plan is just another
giveaway to corporations and
wealthy developers at the expense
of American workers, and it fails to
address some of the most pressing
infrastructure needs our country
faces.”
The administration said it used

Agencies Eliminated

(Continued from Page 1)
with grants.
16. The Legal Services Corporation, a nonprofit that provides civil
legal assistance for low-income individuals.
17. The National Endowment for the Arts, which funds American
artists and projects with grants.
18. The National Endowment for the Humanities, which provides
grants to American humanities scholars.
19. The Neighborhood Reinvestment Corporation, which funds
community development projects nationwide.
20. The Denali Commission, the Delta Regional Authority and the
Northern Border Regional Commission, which fund infrastructure and
economic projects in specified areas.
21. The U.S. Trade and Development Agency, which provides U.S.
goods and services for foreign projects.
22. The Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, a think
tank focused on international affairs and foreign policy.

Bundy

(Continued from Page 1)
its findings of discovery violations were correct, the Court failed to
consider less drastic remedies or tailor the remedy to the violations, as
required by Ninth Circuit law. Reconsideration is therefore warranted.”
The Oregonian cited so-called federal legal experts who said the move
was a tactical choice. They could have appealed directly to the 9th U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals instead. “The Nevada prosecutors may believe
they can expand on arguments they made earlier and change the judge’s
mind, or they may want to include information that they hadn’t presented
before but believe they now need to have in the court record before seeking
an appeal,” the paper stated.
In another document the prosecution asked that the indictment of the
remaining four defendants yet to face trial — Bundy sons Mel and Dave
and two others — be dismissed with prejudice.
The chances of the judge reversing herself are slim, so expect this to
be heard by the 9th Circuit.

input from state and local officials,
members of Congress, industry
leaders and federal agencies to
compile the framework.
The proposal confirms many
previously leaked details about a
White House rebuilding initiative,
in which state and local governments, in addition to private investment, would foot much of the bill.
The plan is likely to face opposition from Democrats, who have
already called for more direct federal investment; they released their
own plan last week that boasted $1
trillion in government spending.

It’s also sure to put the administration at odds with environmental
groups, who worry that efforts to
streamline permitting would hurt
environmental protections.
The $200 billion will be included in the Trump administration’s
2019 fiscal spending blueprint,
which is also scheduled for release
on Monday.
Half of the federal seed money
would go toward an incentive program to match financing from state
and local governments investing in
rebuilding projects, while a quarter
of the appropriations would be used

for rural projects in the form of
block grants to states so governors
may decide where to invest.
Twenty billion would be for
“transformative programs” meant
for new projects rather than rehabilitation of old infrastructure.
Another $20 billion is allocated to
expand the use of loans and private
activity bonds, a common tool used
to fund infrastructure projects. The
last $10 billion would go into a
“capital financing fund.”
Trump will host key lawmakers
from both parties at the White
House on Wednesday to continue
the infrastructure discussion, providing the administration a chance
to convince those critical of the
proposal.
Some industry groups, however, praised the administration for
breathing life into a subject experts
have spent years arguing must be
addressed to fix the nation’s crumbling roads, bridges, transit systems
and other public works.
“For years, plenty of people
have been willing to talk about
modernizing our nation’s infrastructure, but few have been willing to take action. We applaud the
Trump administration for laying
out its vision for moving ahead on
this critical issue,” Tom Donohue,
president of the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce, said in a statement
ahead of the plan’s unveiling.

Rancho Dr. at Sahara
closed Febuary 17-19
Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
The Nevada Department of Transportation (NDOT)
will close a 450-foot section of Rancho Drive in both
directions, north of Sahara Avenue in downtown
Las Vegas from midnight, February 17, until 6 a.m.,
February 19. The westbound Sahara Avenue right-lane
at the Rancho Drive intersection will also be closed
during the same time frame.
The closure is needed for lane restriping work as
part of Project Neon — a nearly $1 billion 3.7-milelong widening of Interstate 15 from the Spaghetti Bowl
interchange to Sahara Avenue. Kiewit Infrastructure
West Co. is the design-build general contractor, with
Atkins North America as lead designer.
Motorists should use caution while travelling
through the work zone, heed construction signage,
and take alternate detour routes, if possible. Check
the Project Neon website (NDOTProjectNeon.
com) or Facebook, LinkedIn, and Twitter pages (@
NDOTProjectNeon) for up to date information. There
is also a free smart phone app available, plus a hotline
available in both English and Spanish at: 702-293NEON (6366). NDOT works to inform the public
about planned highway restrictions, but unscheduled
construction changes, closures and restrictions are
possible due to weather or other factors. For the latest
state highway conditions, visit nvroads.com or call
511 before driving.

February 14-20, 2018 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / Page 7

GOP senators introduce immigration
plan mirroring Trump’s framework
By Jordain Carney
The Hill
A group of GOP senators are
pushing forward with President
Trump’s immigration proposal as
the Senate turns to a days-long
floor fight.
Sen. Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa) on Monday led other senators in formally introducing the
plan, which aligns with the White
House’s framework.
“The senators sponsoring this
amendment have attempted to
develop a simple, common-sense
framework that can address everyone’s concerns while also providing
necessary and critical changes to
our nation’s immigration law,”
Grassley said from the Senate floor.
He added that the proposal is
a “fair plan that closely mirrors
the president’s framework” and
“the only plan that the president
supports.”
Similar to the White House’s
framework, the GOP proposal
would provide a path to citizenship
for 1.8 million immigrants brought
into the country illegally as children
in exchange for $25 billion in border security.
It would also place new limits
on family-based immigration, a
key point for conservatives but
considered a non-starter for many

of the Democrats.
And it would toughen interior
enforcement, including implementing E-Verify, strengthening
penalties for immigrants who
re-enter the country illegally after
being deported and cracking down
on visa overstays.
The proposal got a boost on
Monday, with Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) throwing
his support behind the measure,
saying it represented the “best
chance” for Congress to pass some-

thing that will be signed into law.
“I support the president’s proposal and my colleagues’ legislation to implement it. The Secure
and Succeed Act is fair, addresses
both sides’ most pressing concerns,
conforming to the conditions the
president has put forward,” he said.
But the proposal is expected to
fall short of the 60 votes needed to
be attached to the underlying House
vehicle being used for the Senate’s
debate, much less be passed out of
the chamber.

Senate Minority Leader Charles
Schumer (D-N.Y.) on Monday
countered that the Senate’s bill
should be narrowly focused.
“This is the moment for a narrow
bill and every ounce of our energy
is going into finding one that can
pass,” he said.
He added that “the only enemy
here is overreach.”
The Senate is turning to the
House-passed bill on Monday
night, with senators predicting that
the chamber’s floor fight could drag
on for weeks.
Any proposal would need 60
votes to pass, meaning it will need
the support of both Democrats and
Republicans.
No Democrat has backed
Trump’s framework. And Sen. Dick
Durbin (D-Ill.) said on Tuesday that
he had yet to see a Republican plan
that could win over at least nine or
10 Democrats.
Sen. Tom Cotton (R-Ark.), a
close ally of Trump’s who has been
outspoken on the issue, dismissed
Schumer and Durbin, saying they
“misjudged their own caucus’
wishes on this” during the January
shutdown fight.
“Ultimately we don’t have to

have the blessing of Chuck Schumer and Dick Durbin to pass a bill,”
he said.
Schumer and Durbin are at the
center of the Democratic caucus’s
strategy. Durbin and Sen. John
Cornyn (R-Texas) were part of a
leadership group initially tasked
with coming up with an agreement.
Cotton added that “the president’s framework isn’t an opening
bid. ...It is a best and final offer.”
But senators have been clear
they are working on their own proposals. Sen. Jeff Flake (R-Ariz.) has
crafted two bills—one that would
be a temporary extension and a second broader proposal that touches
on the “four pillars.”
A group of roughly 20 senators
led by GOP Sen. Susan Collins
(Maine) are also continuing discussions over draft language about
one, or more, measures they could
back as a group.
Trump kicked the immigration
fight to Congress last year when
he ended the Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals program, which
allows immigrants brought into the
country illegally as children to work
and go to school here.

Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
It’s time for new leadership at
the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police
Dept. Clark County deserves a
service-oriented leader who values
public safety as the top priority.
One who believes transparency
and cooperation are foundations
of public service, and knows trust
is earned via communication. Tim
Bedwell is the leader poised to
bring these traits to the Las Vegas
Metropolitan Police Department
and make it, first and foremost,
the guardian of people’s lives and
rights.
Many local residents believe
public safety decisions are too often
made with little input from those
most affected. People wish for a
more open Police Department and
want a voice in decision-making.
Tim Bedwell hears those voices
and if elected Sheriff, will work
openly with the community on our
problems.
Challenging the status quo
is never easy. Change requires
knowledge and expertise, but must
also apply cooperation, research,
and commitment. “I’m asking the
people of Clark County to join
me in a partnership built on trust
and communication. Together we
can seize the moment and forge a
new, more open, more responsive,
public safety culture at Metro,” said
candidate Tim Bedwell.
The first step is to acknowledge
the need for change. The current
administration says everything is
well in hand. Yet crime statistics
show otherwise. Parts of the
County feel neglected. People want
answers from their Sheriff, but are
frustrated. The need to engage the
public as a partner, with openness
and honesty, has taken a back-seat.
The Department must become more
transparent to regain public trust.
LVMPD personnel deserve the
highest level of support and the
finest training, to make them as

safe and efficient as possible. They
must be treated fairly and receive
consideration for the dangers of
their jobs.
Everyone in the Department
deserves to be praised when they
excel and held accountable when
they falter. The public must know
its police officers, from the top
down, are held to the highest
standard.
Tim Bedwell believes public
safety is a cooperative effort.
“Transparency with accountability,”
said Bedwell, “makes communities
safer by laying a foundation of trust.
A service-based department does
a better job keeping officers and
the community safe, decreasing
recidivism, and reducing expenses.”
The time is now to rise above
doubt and find the courage to do
what’s right for Clark County.
There is nothing more important
than protecting our families and
providing a future for our children.
Tim Bedwell pledges, “As Sheriff, I
will work tirelessly to protect you,
your homes, your businesses, and
our schools. I will be accessible
and accountable to you, the people
of Clark County. Together, we
will create a safer more secure
community.”

Tim Bedwell announces
Former soldier, Luis Vega, wants candidacy for Sheriff

to lead by principle not by politics

From the battlefield to battle born; Army veteran wants
to bring military-grade leadership to Carson City
Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
Luis Vega, a U.S. Army combat
veteran and Bronze Star recipient,
is pleased to announce his candidacy for Assembly District 4. He has
committed to knocking on 10,000
doors before having to report for his
annual training in South Korea as
a reservist with Special Operations
Command in June.
Luis knows beating an incumbent legislator will be a challenge.
“One of the things I learned while I
was in Afghanistan is, despite overwhelming odds, grit and tenacity
will lead you to victory” Luis said.
“I know that most candidates don’t
start on knocking doors until later
in the year. I have already knocked
on 1000 doors. Meeting the voters
and hearing from them in person is
one thing that will set me apart from
the incumbent.”
Luis Vega’s parents instilled the
principles of honesty and respect in
him at an early age. By watching his
father struggle with two jobs to support their family, Luis realized that
nothing was going to be given to
him. Like his father he was going to
stand on his own two feet and work
hard for what he believes in. This
instilled discipline and creating
pride in ownership. Luis’s mother
taught him that faith and family
values are principles to becoming
a well-rounded member of society.
Luis used the lessons learned to
succeed in school and to serve and
defend the country he loves when
it needed him the most.
While studying political science
at the University of Arizona, Luis
was moved by the tragedies of

sponse within 72-hours. Luis was
honorably discharged in October
2015. Luis had seen the benefits
of stepping up all his life. He got
involved by working for former
Congressman Joe Heck. During this
time he learned the importance of
door-to-door canvasing, listening
to the people and what issues were
affecting his community.
Luis’s political journey continued as a Veteran Regional Representative for US Senator Dean
Heller. Immersing himself within
the veteran community, he realized
that there wasn’t enough being
done at the state level. Luis quickly
learned how to navigate the bureaucracy and get results for those who
were willing to put their life on the
line when we need it most. Currently, Luis is enrolled in UNLV’s
Executive Master in Emergency
Management Cybersecurity and
works directly under Ross Bryant
as a Peer Advisor for veteran education at the UNLV’s Military and
Veteran Services Center.

9/11. Feeling the need to step up,
he chose to join Army ROTC. After
being commissioned as an Infantry
Officer, Luis graduated from Infantry Officer Basic Course (IOBC),
Airborne School, Advanced Handto-Hand Combat (Combatives II),
and the Army’s Anti Terrorism
Level II course.
In 2012 Luis was deployed to
Afghanistan in support of Operation Enduring Freedom. He was
selected to serve as a Rifle Platoon
Leader and was then promoted to
be a Specialty Platoon Leader of an
Infantry Battalions Mortar Section
during his deployment. Luis’ unit
was tasked with securing the battle
space in the Arghandab River Valley, northwest of Kandahar, while
training the Afghan National Army.
Luis returned home having been
awarded a Bronze Star Medal. He
then served as the Senior Executive
Officer before he was promoted
to the rank of Captain, leading an
elite Global Reaction Force (GRF)
capable of worldwide rapid re-
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Vegas Strong Resiliency Center is urging 1
October survivors to fill out online intake form

Rape Crisis Center saw a
large increase in demand
for counseling in 2017

Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
The Rape Crisis Center (RCC),
which serves all of Clark County,
continues to realize increasing demand for its services, with marked
increases in key year-over-year
measurements, most notably a
significant uptick in people seeking
and receiving counseling. The RCC
served an average of 100 active
counseling clients per month in
2017, a 25 percent increase over
2016. The professionals at the
RCC’s Signs of Hope counseling center conducted more than
2,127 hours in counseling sessions
throughout the year, representing a
28 percent increase over 2016.
The 2017 increase in active
counseling clients and the number
of counseling hours delivered reflects a continuing trend that has
seen the number of active counseling clients at the RCC double
since 2015. “As more people seek
services, it is our mission to ensure
they receive the help they so clearly
need,” said Daniele Dreitzer, executive director of The Rape Crisis
Center. “The widespread attention
on sexual assault and sexual harassment fostered by the #MeToo and
female empowerment movements
help victims know that they are
not alone. Seeing others, especially
well-known celebrities, publicly
tell their stories, may inspire them
to seek help. We experienced this
effect first-hand with year-overyear increase in calls to our hotline
and inquiries to our website as the
#MeToo campaign escalated and
gained momentum.”
In addition to the increase in
counseling services provided, the
RCC met and assisted 747 victims
at the hospital in 2017, slightly
higher than the 715 seen in 2016.
According to Dreitzer, only those
victims who wish to have a forensic
sexual assault exam are taken to the
hospital and are therefore representative of only a portion of the total
number of people experiencing and
reporting sexual assault. July was
the busiest month in 2017, with
a total of 85 victims in 31 days,
including a 24-hour period during
which the RCC saw eight victims.
“If you look at the data associated with the 747 victims we saw
in 2017, you will find a wide range
of ages, people from a variety of
socio-economic backgrounds, and
assaults occurring at all times of
day and night,” said Dreitzer.
Of the 747 victims seen by the
RCC:
—Ages of victims ranged from
under 12 to over 65
—27 percent were between the
ages of 18-24
—27 percent were between the
ages of 25-34
—5 percent were male
—20 percent of the assaults happened in alcohol-serving settings
(bar, nightclub, resort)

—30 percent of the victims were
from outside the state of Nevada
“If we look at why or how these
assaults or harassment happens, the
place to start is the behavior and
actions of perpetrators. And, with
conversations about these issues
occurring at such unprecedented,
pervasive levels, we have an opportunity to focus that energy into
action,” added Dreitzer.
With the ubiquitous conversation about sexual assault and
sexual harassment, the ongoing
exposure of high profile offenders
in long-standing, male-dominated
power structures that have led to
unchecked, and often escalating,
bad behavior toward women that
was clear and ongoing but unspoken in many industries, Dreitzer
and The Rape Crisis Center firmly
believe there is a role for everyone
to create lasting change and deal a
serious blow to rape culture.
According to Dreitzer, here are
a few simple things everyone can
do to combat sexual violence and
enact culture change:
—Start by believing — if someone discloses to you, simply start by
believing what they tell you
—Stop victim blaming
—Be an active bystander —
look out for one another and when
you see bad behavior, call it out
and report it
—Focus on prevention — the
RCC has a variety of prevention
programs offered free to community groups and to elementary, middle
and high schools
—Volunteer at organizations
that advocate for victims and/or
focus on prevention
Trained volunteers are essential
to the RCC, especially as the organization is faced with meeting the
growing demand for services. The
organization offers three volunteer
training programs per year and is
always seeking applications from
potential volunteers.
The Rape Crisis Center training
is a total of 50 hours and includes
learning about the services of the
RCC, community resources for sexual assault victims, how to respond
to individuals in crisis, how the
investigation and criminal justice
process works for sexual assault
cases and many other related topics.
New volunteers must be at
least 21 years of age and be able
to successfully pass a background
check, drug screening and commit
to a minimum of six months of
volunteer service of at least four
hours per week.
For more information, please
visit the website at www.rcclv.org
and go to Volunteer under the Get
Involved tab, or call the office 702385-2153. Volunteers of varying
age, gender identity, racial and
ethnic background, sexual orientation, and language abilities are
encouraged to apply.

www.VegasStrongRC.org
Local Las Vegas: 702-455-AIDE (2433) | Outside Nevada 1-833-229-2433
Email: vegasstrongresiliencycenter@clarkcountynv.gov

The Vegas Strong Resiliency Center serves
as a one-stop resource and referral hub for
residents, visitors and responders affected
by the 1 October shooting incident.
Services include:

Martin Luther King Boulevard

be eligible for through the Nevada
Victims of Crime Program, www.
voc.nv.gov. Anyone who was injured or present during the shooting
must apply for assistance through
the Nevada Victims of Crime program by Oct. 1, 2018. An on-site
therapist also is available each day
by phone or for walk-in clients. The
center is located at 1524 Pinto Lane
in Las Vegas and is open 10 a.m.
to 7 p.m. Monday through Friday.
It can be contacted by phone at
(702) 455-2433 (AIDE) or toll-free
1-833-299-AIDE, and by email
at: vegasstrongresiliencycenter@
clarkcountynv.gov. You also can
visit its Facebook page at: www.
Facebook.com/VegasStrongResiliencyCenter.
“The Vegas Strong Resiliency
Center is intended to be a single

Alta Drive

• Victim Advocacy and Support
• Case Management
• Legal Assistance
• Counseling and Spiritual Care Referrals
• Technical Assistance Accessing Online
Resources Including the FBI Victim
Assistance Services

Shadow Lane

Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
The Vegas Strong Resiliency
Center is encouraging anyone who
was present during the 1 October
mass shooting at the Route 91
Harvest Festival or affected by it to
fill out an online intake form posted
on its website at www.VegasStrongRC.org.
Survivors of the mass shooting
and anyone dealing with effects
from it including hotel workers,
taxi cab drivers or bystanders who
tried to help victims are encouraged
to register with the Resiliency Center. Staff will follow up with you
to assess needs and provide you
with updates. Available resources
include victim advocacy and support, legal assistance, counseling
and spiritual care referrals, and
help applying for funding you may

point of contact for anyone who is
dealing with issues related to the
aftermath of the 1 October mass
shooting,” said Kevin Schiller,
Assistant Clark County manager.
“We don’t have a comprehensive
list of people who were present
at the concert when the shooting
occurred so we need you to reach
out to us even if you live in another
city or outside the United States so
we can connect you with services
and assess what we can do to better
serve you.”
Therapy Support Groups
Two therapy support groups are
now meeting in Southern Nevada
for 1 October survivors and their
family members, and more groups
are expected to start soon including
a group for Spanish speakers.
The support groups are free and
being facilitated by local therapists.
Both are being held on Tuesday
nights. Starting Feb. 13, Dignity
Health will host a group at its Siena
Campus, 3001 St. Rose Pkwy., in
Henderson from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Creative Solutions Counseling
Center, 7371 W. Charleston Blvd.,
also is hosting a support group from
6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. on Tuesdays.
The meetings are not open to the
general public due to the need to
maintain the privacy and confidentiality of participants. Space is limited. The Resiliency Center is working with local providers to establish
more groups, and also is tracking
resources available in other states
and communities. Counseling is
one of the primary services people
seek in dealing with the aftermath
of this incident. These coping tips
from mental health experts working
with the Vegas Strong Resiliency
Center may be helpful.

Rancho Drive

Two support groups for survivors
now meeting on Tuesday nights

15

Pinto Lane

W. Charleston Boulevard

Vegas Strong
Resiliency Center
1524 Pinto Lane
Las Vegas, NV 89106
Lied Building, 2nd floor
10 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Monday – Friday
excluding holidays

#VegasStrong #1October

NEVADA VICTIMS OF CRIME PROGRAM: www.voc.nv.gov or 702-486-2740.
If you were injured in or were present during the shooting at Route 91 Harvest
Music Festival in Las Vegas on Oct. 1, 2017, you may be eligible for funds from the
Nevada Victims of Crime Program for reimbursement of out-of-pocket expenses
resulting from the crime such as medical bills, funeral expenses or mental health
counseling not covered by insurance. Your application must be submitted within
one year of the date of the incident, or by Oct. 1, 2018, to be eligible for assistance
from the program for future expenses that you may incur.
FBI VICTIM ASSISTANCE SERVICES
The FBI has collected and cataloged thousands of belongings left behind at
the concert venue. All requests for belongings lost at the festival site are
being processed through the FBI’s Victim Services Division website and the
online questionnaire located at: www.fbi.gov/lvmusicfestivalshooting.
Event attendees also can email inquiries to the FBI at: LVFestivalAssist@fbi.gov.
Please include as much detail about your lost items as possible. They will work with
individuals to get your identified items back to you as soon as possible.

Other new resources available
for survivors and their family members include:
—The Legal Aid Center of
Southern Nevada now has an attorney on-site at the Vegas Strong
Resiliency Center to assess legal
needs stemming from the tragedy
such as employment, probate, financial issues and more. The Legal
Aid Center also is working with the
State Bar of Nevada to help connect
victims and survivors located outside of the Las Vegas area with free

legal resources in their home states.
—The Institute for the Fiduciary
Standard unveiled a website to help
connect survivors and family members of victims of 1 October with
financial advisors located throughout the United States willing to
provide four hours of free financial
planning advice. Visit the Las Vegas
Survivors Project website for more
information:
—Informational flyers about the
Vegas Strong Resiliency Center are
available in English and Spanish.
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RadioTribune Lineup
“Open Mic”
Every Tuesday and Thursday at 11:00 a.m., Gordon
Martines hosts “Open Mic,” a popular RadioTribune.
com show. The Anti-Corruption Coalition of Nevada is
the basis for and theme of “Open Mic.”
Gordon Martines was a career police officer with 39
years of on-the-job Law Enforcement experience. Past
cases involving Kevin Daley, Trayvon Cole and a variety
of other covered-up criminal cases, and a billion dollars
worth of missing taxpayer money, are discussed in depth
and at length on the show.
Martines spent four years as police officer with the
Hermosa Beach Police Department before moving here
and resuming his police career in Las Vegas as a Detective in the Robbery/Homicide Bureau, retiring from
the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department after 36
years of police service.
The amount of corruption and cover-ups by executive
Police Administrative officers witnessed by Martines
inside the department led to his decision to contest the
good ol’ boy’s club and run for Clark County Sheriff
three times against what he knew were almost insurmountable odds.
“Open Mic” carries the voice the LVMPD does not
want you to hear, yet it is always there, every Tuesday
and Thursday at 11:00 a.m. on www.radiotribune.com.
Tune in!
*****
“Face The Tribune”
Face the Tribune is heard every Monday through Friday at 12 noon, hosted by Rolando Larraz.
For the last five years “Face The Tribune” has been
the premier show for interviews with politicians, civil
service workers, government officials and activists, and a
voice for those everyday citizens who needed to air their
legal grievances. The Las Vegas Tribune newspaper has
been a part of the Las Vegas community for over 18 years
and is the only independent newspaper in Clark County.
“Face The Tribune” was established as a voice for the
people of Las Vegas and is the only news platform where
judges, city councilmen, local businessmen and women, as well as Mr. or Ms. Local Citizen, can voice their
opinions and share the issues that pertain to Las Vegas.
The show’s host, Rolando Larraz, has been a journalist
in Clark County for over 50 years. He has been a fixture
in the community and a highly respected publisher who
has covered local news and events in Las Vegas since the
mid-’60s. For stories and information not available anywhere else in Las Vegas, tune into “Face The Tribune”
Monday through Friday at 12:00 noon.
*****
COBRA USA with Blu Laker
A daily Radio show Monday through Friday 2:00 p.m.
with live guests on a variety of subjects.
Due to the importance of health care, its out-of-control

costs with no restraints,
millions of Americans are
unable to obtain it. Why?
Our elected officials have
it, they don’t need to worry.
But what about the people
they represent? Find out
why on Cobra USA.
C.O.B.R.A. by the way
is the 1985 Insurance Law
created by Ronald Reagan in 1985 for continuing health care coverage
of health insurance. We
talk about insurance, savings and options available
through King Cobra, the
intended amended ver-
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sion of the original Cobra
program. We invite you to
press Congress for parity in
health care live here at Radio Tribune. Call or email
us at Cobra.blulaker@
gmail.com or call (949)
467- 0613.
Cobra USA is hosted by
Blu Laker, an investigative
reporter who has seen medical programs that work
around the world, with
a cure to the healthcare
problem here. Join him in
these discussions to clear
the air so vital to survival
itself and what you can do

to help. The world has become so large, it’s getting
claustrophobic with traffic,
travel, taxes, soaring costs
for food, water, clothing
and shelter, and what are
we to do? Join us with
your wisdom and knowledge to make America
great again; together we
can make a difference. Let
me pick your brain for the
advancement of humanity.
We are controversial, conservative and considerate
of other people, even when
they may have different
opinions.

Face the
Tribune

‘Face the Tribune’ is hosted
by Rolando Larraz
Monday thru Friday
at 12 noon
on www.RadioTribune.com

COBRA USA
with Blu Laker

KIOF 97.9 FM

“STOP,
LOOK,
LISTEN”
“WELCOME TO FABULOUS
LAS VEGAS PUBLIC
RADIO” YOUR LOCAL
COMMUNITY NON PROFIT
501 C 3 RADIO STATION

(Federal Charitable taxpayer ID # 45-4388579)

Why not try us?
See www.lasvegaspublicradio.org
(www.lvpr.org)
Now with more than 1.415 Million
hits to our website to date as
we begin our 3rd year!
400 S. 4th St., Suite 500
Las Vegas, NV 89101

(702) 425-4088

Monday thru Friday at 2:00 p.m.
on www.RadioTribune.com

Tune in to
RadioTribune
www.RadioTribune.com
New Call-In Line:
(702) 983-0711

Tune in and listen to those who will tell you the truth,
and nothing but the truth. You’ll discover different
personalities and hear different opinions, but when it
comes to the facts, you’ll always get the truth from us!

Editorials
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A government big enough to give you everything you want, is strong enough to take everything you have. — Thomas Jefferson

Our Point of View

Why not hire
from those who
know the job?

Back in September of last year, Las Vegas Tribune’s Perly
Viasmensky wrote, “I wonder why Nevada officials always
need to go outside state limits to hire for top positions, as
if we don’t have capable, experienced and smart people in
our state.”
Las Vegas Tribune has always been opposed to the government’s habit of going out of the state to hire people for
several positions that could very well have been filled with
local talent.
In that issue dated September 22, 2017, we revealed, “Recently the city of Henderson has gone outside the city for
its newest police chief, getting into the expense of hiring an
executive search firm that charges at least a $100,000 retainer
and in most cases 33 percent of all-in first year compensation
with a cap.”
Today, six months later, the city of Henderson repeated that
behavior as if to prove that the city cannot care less what the
public, the residents, or the citizens of that city think or want.
Was the Henderson Police Department incapable of finding a professional expert within its own police department
back then to fill the position of Chief? Now, once again, is
the Henderson Police Department and/the city of Henderson
incapable of finding a professional expert within its police
department to fill the position of Deputy Chief?
Are we being forced to believe that the people of Texas
are better than the ones in Nevada, or is it only a way to use
up some of their accumulated funds to help the talent scouts
earn an astronomical amount of money to find someone to
do the same job that any of our own dedicated police officers
have been doing for a long time and a job that they’re already
familiar with, both the pros and cons, plus being familiar
with the community, and familiar with the good and the bad
people of the city they have been serving, perhaps since they
finished their education.
As we have said before, we believe that Nevada has many
talented, decent, hardworking men and women who can
do the job that these outsiders are hired to do — and at an
astronomical “finders fee” price — with the added “bonus”
of that new out-of-town hire not knowing a thing firsthand
about the people, the area and the issues that the community
faces every day.
If the point for the need to hire an outsider rather than a
local is to balance the ineffectiveness of the outsider with
the knowledge of the insider and therefore create some kind
of a balance within the community, we don’t get the point.
We don’t see the need for hiring two people from the same
field, the same town, and the same police department, not
knowing the ulterior motives these two officers might have to
move from their hometown, their own police department, and
to the same new city to work at the same police department
next to each other; is there an ulterior motive that is being
kept from us? It certainly feels like it.
Now the problem we see with the above picture is that
the Henderson Police Chief, LaTesha Watson, is bringing
in someone with a very dubious past of criminal behavior,
and the last thing Southern Nevada residents need is another
trigger-happy police officer who will try to compete with the
local boys and girls who believe their badge is a passport to
invincibility and a key to open the doors of their domains via
coroner inquests, AKA Police Fatality Public Fact-finding
Review; can we trust Chief LaTesha Watson’s judgment?
We believe that Chief LaTesha Watson is not only disrespecting the people of Henderson, but she’s disrespecting
every single member of the Henderson Police Department
by ignoring the qualifications and loyalty of her officers by
bringing in an outsider that only she knows, and only she
knows her reasons for forcing another Texan transplant on
the people of this community.
Elected and government officials often surprise their
constituents, but surprising the citizens of Henderson with
the acceptance of her protégée was not the most intelligent
move that Chief LaTesha Watson could have made.
“Incoming Deputy Chief Thedrick Andres began his career as a corrections officer in 1990 and as a police officer
in 1996, and he will bring more than 25 years of solid law
enforcement experience to his new role at the Henderson
Police Department,” said Henderson Police Chief LaTesha
Watson.
“I worked closely with Deputy Chief Andres at the Arlington Police Department and I have seen firsthand his strong
leadership skills and deep commitment to public safety,
and I am confident he will be an exceptional addition to my
command team.”
How well does anyone in Henderson really know Chief
Watson? Do we have to take her word for everything, without any further information about the whys and wherefores
regarding this most important move? We don’t want to take
anything for granted.

Suit to block feral
horse plan is frivolous

By Thomas Mitchell
horses and control the remaining
As sure as hogs wallow in slop,
population with castration of some
one month after the Bureau of Land
males and chemical fertility control
Management announced a plan to
of some females. The goal is to estabproperly control the population of felish stable herds of about 60 percent
ral horses on a nearly 4 million-acre
male and 40 percent female.
tract of land 50 miles southeast of
There are already about 45,000
Elko, a New York nonprofit group
“wild” horses being held in storage
calling itself Friends of Animals
pens across the West at a cost of $50
filed a federal lawsuit. (Friends of
million a year.
Animals suit)
The Friends suit claims an EnviThe lawsuit claims the BLM gave
ronmental Impact Statement is re“no opportunity for the public to
quired for all “major Federal actions
review or comment on its decision”
significantly affecting the quality of
ThoMaS MiTchell
and thus violated its own procedures
the human environment.”
But the “Decision Record” signed by Elko District
and requirements of federal law. Actually, the suit
merely tries to throw overheated rhetoric at a decision BLM Manager Jill Silvey clearly states that following
“public review” she found the plan “will not have a
with which the Friends of Animals disagree.
In December the BLM outlined a 10-year plan to significant impact to the human environment, and that
control the population of mustangs in the Antelope, the Environmental Impact Statement is not required.”
Antelope Valley, Goshute, Maverick-Medicine, This is backed up by a 361-page Environmental AssessSpruce-Pequop and Triple B Herd Management Areas, ment and a four-page Finding of No Significant Impact.
Though the federal lawsuit claims there was a lack
plus another million acres onto which the horses have
spread. The area currently has 9,500 horses, 11 times of public overview, it states there were 4,940 comments
more than the low estimate for what the forage and submitted to the BLM during a public comment period.
Silvey’s decision notes, “The BLM received over
water can support, about 900 horses.
(See Mitchell, Page 12)
The plan is to gather and remove some excess

Just Return The Money!

By Perly Viasmensky
Lately everything has become an epidemic; it all
began with marches, protests, and discrimination
charges regarding racism; now all of a sudden, it’s the
sexual molestation epidemic.
In the past week and a half everytime we opened a
newspaper — or even went on the Internet — the big
thing we read about was Steve Wynn and his alleged
sexual molestation. It all started with the Republican
National Committee of which Mr. Wynn was Chairman. We all know that chairmen often play important
roles in strategies to recruit and retain members, in
campaign fundraising, and in internal party governance.
Under Steve Wynn, the Republican National
Committee (RNC) set a fundraising record in 2017
for a non-election year. It ended November with
$33.5 million more in the bank than its Democratic
counterpart, thanks in part to the big donors that Steve
Wynn attracted.
It has been reported that some committee members
said they first learned of the allegations from news
reports. According to those news reports, one member

said that the Republican Party could not keep Wynn
in such a high-profile position given the nature of the
accusations.
If that is the fact, the Republican National Committee should return to the donors all the money they
have donated because of the influence of Steve Wynn.
If the nature of the accusations insults the honorable
members of the Republican Party, then they should
return the money.
Politicians who once flattered Steve Wynn now
distance themselves, probably not because they are
such pure human beings, but maybe because they’re
hoping their own misbehaviors won’t come to light.
The University of Pennsylvania, commonly known
as UPenn, announced that it was removing the “Wynn
Commons” sign from an outdoor common area and
stripping the honorary degree it had awarded the casino
mogul in 2006. Wynn donated $7.5 million in 1995 to
the university toward the construction of a quadrangle
on campus that came to bear his name.
If the alleged sexual accusations upset the President
and other members of the university, why don’t they
(See Viasmensky, Page 15)

ON A PERSONAL NOTE

Is love only given significance
on Valentine’s Day?

By Maramis
he desires to love him back — or he
Out of all the days in the year,
may just hope that his beloved will
apparently there is only one that is
at least show her appreciation.
dedicated specifically to love. We
Yes, Valentine’s Day is about
all know what that day is called. It
Love; or at least, that’s how it is
is the day that is easily identified
marketed. Yes, Love. Showing Love.
with red hearts and expensive frilly
Speaking Love. Giving “gifts of
valentines, as well as diamonds and
love” to further one’s own cause of
other kinds of expensive jewelry
love, such as it may be.
that the advertisers of same assure
And who are we — anyone — to
you are guaranteed to win her heart!
say that one person’s way of exValentine’s Day is advertised as
pressing love is any less valid than
a time and opportunity for those
another’s way just because one perMaraMiS choufani
who love someone — or even just
son shows that love with expensive
significantly care about them — to acknowledge that or excessive gifts — or even any gifts at all — and
love in a significant kind of way. That way, according another person might show that love “only” with
to advertisers, could be anything from a box of extra words, or some gift that seems so very insignificant in
special chocolates; to an obscenely price-inflated the eyes of others.
“Love” has always been one of those words that is
arrangement or bouquet of red roses; to a piece of
jewelry that tells the beloved that the man buying it difficult to explain to the satisfaction of everyone. A
for her must have more money than she thought; to the child might see love as a mother reading her a bedtime
expensive, celebrity-advertised perfume that will make story, or a father playing catch with him when he’d
her more alluring and make the giver of that gift the rather be inside watching the game on TV. A teenager
happy recipient of getting to enjoy the alluring scent may see love as raging hormones when sitting in the
(See Maramis, Page 15)
of that perfume up close and personal on the woman
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Victoria’s Secret: Seaman is not nearly as
conservative as she would have you believe
By Chuck Muth
Victoria Seaman, a Republican
candidate now running for Nevada’s 3rd congressional district, has
been touting herself as THE conservative in the race; claiming “I am
the only candidate in #NV03 with
a proven conservative record” and
using hashtags such as #ProvenConservativeRecord.
But is it true? Hardly.
In recent tweets Ms. Seaman
has been slamming Republican
State Sen. Scott Hammond, also a
candidate in the race, for his ratings
with the conservative Nevada Policy Research Institute (NPRI) think
tank. In one tweet she wrote…
“My opponent @hammond4nevada is now a conservative in
a primary for Congress but here is
his real record from NPRI before
his run for #NV03.”
In typical slipshod Seaman fashion, she left out the words “claiming to be,” but we get the idea.
I’ll let Sen. Hammond defend
his own record. That said, let’s
take a look at Ms. Seaman’s “real
record from NPRI” for the 2015
session; the only session in which
she served.
It was just 72.05 percent.

CHUCK MUTH
When I saw that score, I immediately thought of this famous quote
by Ronald Reagan: “The person
who agrees with you 80 percent
of the time is a friend and an ally.”
Alas, Ms. Seaman didn’t meet
President Reagan’s threshold for
being “a friend and an ally” to
conservatives, while ten of her
Assembly GOP colleagues did —
including Assemblywomen Robin
Titus, Shelly Shelton, Michele Fiore and Jill Dickman who all scored
over 90 percent.
And if you dig deeper into the
NPRI ratings, things look even
worse.
For example, Ms. Seaman voted

for five bills which NPRI describes
as “Spending beyond revenues,”
including SB515 (“Bloated State
education budget”) and SB504
(“Creates new government bureaucracy to fight bullying”).
On “Increasing taxes/public
debt,” Ms. Seaman voted for a
“Property-tax extension without a
popular vote” (SB207) and a bill
that “Creates transferable tax credits for the Governor’s Office for
Economic Development” (SB507).
Her tax record is actually much
worse than this, but I’ll get to that
in a minute.
In the category of the government wrongly “Picking winners and
losers,” the self-proclaimed “only
candidate with a proven conservative record” somehow managed
to vote wrong on seven out of the
eight bills NPRI rated — including
giving “Transferable tax credits” to
liberal Hollywood movie studios!
In the category of “Wasteful
education spending and excessive
mandates,” Ms. Seaman voted
wrong, according to conservative
NPRI, three out of five times — including a vote to give $100 million
to “Zoom schools” (SB405) and
another $50 million for “Victory

schools” (SB432).
This isn’t me making stuff up.
Here’s the link so you can look it up
yourself… https://www.npri.org/
docLib/201510281_The2015Leg-

islativeSessionReviewandReportCard.pdf
Of course, I guarantee you Ms.
Seaman will come up with all kinds
(See Muth, Page 14)

What Do You Mean I Can’t
Fire Anyone I Want?
Trump also considered firing
Rosenstein and replacing him with
Associate Attorney General Rachel
Brand, the No. 3 Justice Department official, so she could oversee
Mueller. According to the Times,
Trump has wavered for months
about whether he wants to fire
Mueller, which is an “omnipresent
concern among his legal team and
close aides.”
Thankfully Someone
This is an important piece of evidence because it comes after Trump
fired Comey and learned that he was
under investigation for obstruction
of justice. It should be easy for
Mueller to prove that Trump read or
viewed legal analysis discussing the
possibility that Trump obstructed
justice by firing Comey.
Trump’s desire to fire Mueller
despite knowing that firing a law
enforcement official overseeing
the Russia investigation could
raise obstruction concerns is strong
evidence that Trump’s intent was
to obstruct the investigation. The
excuses offered by Trump also
bolster Mueller’s case, because they
indicate that the president realized
that firing Mueller to impede the
investigation would be perceived as

wrongful. But I don’t believe that. I
think that Trump is so truculent, he
just doesn’t like anyone telling him
what he can and cannot do.
All of this, taken together, greatly strengthens the case that Trump
had “corrupt” intent when he fired
Comey. That said, there is still a
lot we don’t know. For example,
according to the New York Times,
Mueller has an early draft of a letter drafted by Trump aide Stephen
Miller at Trump’s direction offering
an unvarnished view of Trump’s
thinking regarding the firing of
Comey. The Times and Post also
reported that McGahn expressed
concerns to Trump about the letter,
and the Times noted that McGahn
gave Miller a marked-up copy of
the letter, highlighting sections that
he wanted removed.
McGahn’s advice to Trump will
be crucial. Did the White House
counsel tell Trump that firing Comey could put him in legal jeopardy?
That would strengthen Mueller’s
case. Or did McGahn express concerns only about the political fallout? Is this information privileged?
That might weaken Mueller’s
case, because Trump could argue
that he sought his lawyer’s advice
and his lawyer did not advise him
that firing Comey could put him

in legal jeopardy. That’s called
an “advice of counsel” defense.
McGahn’s advice, along with the
advice of others to Trump, could be
the most important evidence in the
obstruction investigation.
Trump Will Not Be Indicted
While we don’t know all of the
evidence, this revelation suggests
it is likely Mueller will conclude
that Trump obstructed justice. Some
conservative legal commentators
have argued that Trump’s constitutional authority to fire personnel
and end investigations is so vast that
he cannot obstruct justice as a legal
matter. Most legal scholars find
that argument unpersuasive, but it
is an academic point—not one that
is decisive—because Mueller has
pressed forward in investigating the
firing of Comey as obstruction of
justice and the power of Congress
to impeach Trump goes beyond the
text of any statute.
Even if Mueller concludes that
he could prove beyond a reasonable doubt in court that Trump
was guilty of obstructing justice, I
believe he will ultimately present
the matter to Congress for potential
impeachment instead. After all,
according to the New York Times,
former independent counsel Ken(See Mace, Page 14)

The Left reacts to Trump firing Mueller

By Mace yampolsky
Part two of a two part series
Disagree With Me?
How Dare Thee?
After Comey was fired and was
temporarily replaced by Deputy
FBI Director Andrew McCabe,
Trump asked McCabe who he voted for in the presidential election,
according to the Washington Post,
yet complained to staffers that McCabe was a Democrat, once again
corroborating Comey’s testimony
regarding loyalty.
Trump then pushed Sessions to
pressure new FBI Director Christopher Wray to fire McCabe, which
caused Wray to threaten to resign,
according to Axios.
McCabe told Congress that
Comey recounted his conversations
with Trump, including the “loyalty”
conversation, which makes him
a witness in the obstruction case.
Mueller could use Trump’s desire
for loyalty from McCabe, and
later desire to remove McCabe, as
evidence that Trump wanted to undermine the Russia investigation.
Then, according to Politico
in August, Trump called Senator
Thom Tillis and told him that he
was unhappy with the legislation
he was working on with Democratic

MaCe yaMPoLSKy

Senator Chris Coons that was designed to protect Mueller from an
attempt by Trump to fire him. That
legislation—and other legislation
designed to protect Mueller—
stalled in the Senate after Senator
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell
said there was no “need” to protect
Mueller.
As we learned from the New
York Times, there was indeed a
need to protect Mueller back in
June, 2017 when Trump ordered
the firing of special counsel due
to “conflicts of interest” that were
not actually conflicts and appear to
be thinly veiled excuses to get rid
of Mueller.

How to REALLY hamstring ‘The Establishment’
Larry Klayman seeks appointment as special counsel to root out Mueller et al.

By Larry Klayman
I have spent the last week — as I
have many before in the last several
years since I left this town to run
for the U.S. Senate in Florida — in
Washington, D.C. The gray clouds
that hovered over our nation’s
capital for the last several days,
coupled with the cold temperatures,
reminded me why I remain a proud
citizen of Florida, a state that not
only has sunshine and warmth, but
a sense of optimism to life. The
District of Columbia, however,
seems, despite the breath of fresh
air emanating from our brave and
undaunted iconoclastic president,
always to have a dark evil cloud
hanging over it.
That dark evil cloud stems from
the lack of honesty and forthrightness of the ruling political establishment class, which if they did
not have low class they would have
no class at all. Minute by minute
in this capital of corruption a giant
charade plays out, today amplified
by the 24/7 news cycle in cable
news, a fraud that something meaningful is about to happen in terms
of restoring our system of justice
and indeed equal justice under the
rule of law Washington, Jefferson,
Franklin, Madison and our other

Larry KLayMan
Founding Fathers pledged their
honor and risked their fortunes and
lives to create.
I am talking about ending the
prosecutorial jihad of Special Counsel Robert Mueller, who, with his
band of ultra-leftist political hack
prosecutors, continues not only to
chew up hard-earned and scarce
taxpayer resources, but daily leaks
grand jury and other confidential
information to harm President
Trump and all who are around him
in an attempt to paralyze not just
the presidency, but also kill the
reintroduction of conservative and
libertarian ideology back into our

body politic.
Adding insult to this considerable injury to the nation are the
contrived and phony indictments
Mueller has already brought against
retired Gen. Mike Flynn and others,
hoping with these coercive tactics
that he can get them to lie about socalled Trumpian Russian collusion
and alleged obstruction of justice
in the firing of former FBI Director
James Comey. Thus far, it would
appear that the special counsel has
not succeeded in his quest to have
defendants such as Flynn and other
witnesses commit perjury to take
down our commander in chief and
his administration. But the game
goes on in any event, with even
Republican establishment senators
such as Lindsey Graham, John
McCain, Susan Collins and House
members such as Trey Gowdy,
Paul Ryan and a host of others
continuing to feed the public BS
that Mueller is a man of integrity
and should be allowed to do his job.
Not only does the devil know
what Mueller’s job is — apparently
at his direction to spare no time and
expense to destroy Donald Trump
— but so do Republican establishment types like Gowdy who,
despite being the current chairman

of the potentially powerful House
Government Oversight and Reform
Committee, has played both sides
of the sleazy congressional and
law enforcement street. Gowdy,
recently announcing that he will
step down from his chairmanship
and his House seat to return to
private legal practice, clearly wants
to keep his standing in the establishment Washington, D.C., legal
community and not aggressively
take any steps to remove Mueller
for fear that when he re-emerges
with some fat-cat law firm he will
need to maintain his establishment
standing. Clearly, Gowdy and his
future private clients will not want
to alienate the Justice Department establishment — now run
by Deputy Attorney General Rod
Rosenstein and his chief, Attorney
General Jeff Sessions — of which
Mueller regrettably is a part.
And, this is the game played by
an overwhelming number of our
congressional representatives and
senators. These political swamp
creatures, while playing a “good”
game and putting on an attempted
sincere face on Fox News and
other cable networks, are indeed
political animals who put their
own well-being, when push comes

to shove, ahead of the dire need of
the nation to restore equal justice to
our legal system.
This is why, despite the commendable efforts of House Chairman Devin Nunes to ferret out the
prosecutorial misconduct of our
FBI and the Justice Department,
notwithstanding their co-conspirators in the intelligence agencies,
nothing will happen in the end, as
has regrettably been the case over
the last many decades, to bring
the true criminals — not President
Trump and his men and women —
to justice.
If the past is a prologue, and
despite the nightly wishful optimism of the likes of Sean Hannity,
Gregg Jarrett, Sarah Carter and
John Solomon that finally justice
may be done as concerns Mueller,
Bill and Hillary Clinton, Barack
Obama and their criminal co-actors,
this will not happen until a fearless
second special counsel is appointed
to fully root out the corruption and
then prosecute it to the full extent
of the law.
This special counsel needs to
be fearless and someone from
outside of the Washington, D.C.,
swamp. He or she needs not to be
(See Klayman, Page 12)
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Cuba’s Gordian Knot

By José Azel
Raul Castro, in his one minute
announcement in Cuban television
disclosing the death of his brother, referred to Fidel Castro as the
“Founder of the Cuban Revolution.” The label of “Founder” reveals the regime’s unshaken belief
in its continuity.
Fidel Castro, while a background presence, had been effectively out of power for a decade.
In that time, Raul has orchestrated
a seamless succession with himself
as First Secretary of the Communist
Party, and the next generation of
communist leadership made of men
of his choosing.
This is the bittersweet reality for
freedom loving Cubans, who had
often believed in the slogan “No
Castro no problem.” Fidel Castro
may be gone, but structurally the regime remains intact. Fidel Castro’s
death does not come with freedom
for the Cuban people.
His legacy is one of thousands
of firing squad executions, brutal
repression, concentration camps,
and every possible violation of
human rights. He transformed, what
in 1958 was one of the most prosperous countries in Latin America,
into an impoverished dysfunctional
state from where 20 percent of the
population has fled.
Moreover, according to the
“Freedom in the World” report by
Freedom House, Cuba remains
the only country in the Americas
deemed “Not Free” with scores in
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the worst-of-the-worst categories
for political rights and civil liberties. Yet, the Castro brothers, as
the architects of this tragedy, are
not disgraced but honored by the
sycophancy of many world leaders.
Cuba is now a nation with a
discredited ideology, a dwindling
elderly leadership, and a bankrupt
economy. So what is next for that
tragic island? Let’s begin by examining what I call a culture of
acquiescence.
A “meme” is the neologism
coined by British scientist Richard Dawkins to explain the way
in which ideas and behaviors are
transmitted in society by non-genetic means in contrast with transmission by genes. For instance, a
child constantly exposed to home
violence may come to accept violence as natural. In political science,
I think of memes as sociocultural

genes that help explain how, in totalitarian societies, the presumption
of power deposes the presumption
of liberty.
Usually, the exercise of power
alone is not sufficient to preserve an
oppressive regime. At some level,
there has to be a tacit acceptance
that the ruling class possesses some
legitimacy to the right to rule. In
China, Vietnam, North Korea, and
Cuba, the revolutionary mysticism
attached to Mao Zedong, Ho Chi
Minh, Kim Il-Sung, and Fidel Castro served to confer that legitimacy.
Over time, the presumption of liberty is replaced with the acceptance of
tyrannical powers as lawful.
In China, Vietnam, North Korea, and Cuba, coercive power has
engendered memes of acquiescence
fostering the generalized presumption that the rulers are born with the
right to command and the people
are born with the obligation to obey.
This too is part of Fidel Castro’s
legacy.
When thinking of post- Fidel
Cuba, it is essential to keep in mind
that Cuba’s history for the past sixty
years is that of the Castro brothers
and their ideas. Raul Castro’s inner circle is not made up of closet
democrats waiting for an opportune moment to put into practice
their long-suppressed Jeffersonian
ideals. Their governing modality
is ontologically inseparable from
their ideology.
If we posit that change in Cuba
will not come about as a result of

some U.S. or international intervention (outside-in change), nor will
it come about as a result of some
bottom-up event such as an Arab
Spring, then we are left with topdown change. That is, change that
originates with a leadership that
lacks a democratic culture and has a
built-in negative incentive towards
democratic reforms.
Of course, the imponderable, the
possibility of an improbable black
swan event is always present. One
such black swan occurrence may be
an unknown Václav Havel or Boris
Yeltsin in the midst of the Cuban
military that is able to emerge and

ON THE HOLMES FRONT

consolidate power as a true reformer. But at this juncture it is hard to
visualize a likely path to a liberal
democracy, or how Cuba’s future
may break out of its Gordian knot.
*****
José Azel left Cuba in 1961 as a
13 year-old political exile in what
has been dubbed Operation Pedro
Pan — the largest unaccompanied
child refugee movement in the history of the Western Hemisphere.
He is currently dedicated to the indepth analyses of Cuba’s economic,
social and political state, with a
keen interest in post-Castro-Cuba
strategies.

Top Dem linked to veteran’s death

By Frank Holmes
A U.S. senator’s office knew that
the Veterans Association over-prescribed painkillers that caused a
veteran to overdose, but the office
did nothing about it. Now veterans
groups are going all-out to stop the
Democrat from returning to Washington this November.
Doctors at the Tomah Veterans
Administration Medical Center
handed out so many heavily addicting opioids that it earned the
nickname “Candy Land.”
Vets called its chief of staff,
psychiatrist Dr. David Houlihan,
the “Candy Man” because he and
his staff flooded U.S. vets with so
many potentially deadly pills.
Under Houlihan’s direction,
the Wisconsin office went from
prescribing 50,000 oxycodone pills
a year to 712,000 pills annually.
One of the people who came

Mitchell

to Tomah for help was Jason Simcakoski, a 35-year-old Marine
veteran with severe anxiety — and
a major addiction to painkillers.
Together, they had started to ruin
his relationship with his wife and
their 11-year-old girl.
Doctors at Tomah put him on
15 different pills, including a brand
new opioid — until he overdosed
in the psych ward in August 2014.
His death triggered an inspector
general’s report which found “serious concerns” about the number
of painkillers being prescribed in
the center.
Senator Tammy Baldwin,
D-Wisconsin, had a copy forwarded to her office within days of his
death from “mixed drug toxicity.”
But instead of lifting a finger to
save her state’s veterans, her office
sat on the report for five months.
The situation became so desper-

ate that a former Tomah employee
started begging her staffers to do
something. Ryan Honl, a West
Point graduate and Gulf War vet,
had seen enough death before he
got to Tomah.
“Do you think that’s proper that
a nurse practitioner…is ranked the

number one prescriber of opiates
out of 3,206 physicians in the
(region)?” Honl asked Baldwin’s
office in an e-mail on November 24.
He asked “when will Senator
Baldwin say ‘enough is enough’
and push for better treatment of
veterans?” in another of his many,
many e-mails to the office. “Is it
really going to take the media to
shame Senator Baldwin and the VA
to finally give veterans the proper
care they deserve?”
It turns out, that was exactly
what it took. Baldwin didn’t ask
for an investigation until after the
Center for Investigative Reporting
went public with a major exposé
about the center on January 2015.
USA Today found out that Baldwin’s office had the report since
August 29 but bottled it up.
When cornered, Baldwin said
she couldn’t remember if she had
been told about Honl’s pleas for
someone to help strung-out vets.
Instead of accepting responsibility, Sen. Baldwin blamed it all on
her staff — but didn’t even fire the
main culprits.
She paid a few high-powered

D.C. attorneys to produce an “external report” that “didn’t find anything willful or unethical.”
Baldwin docked her chief of
staff one month’s pay, shuffled
around two other employees, and
issued a non-apology.
“Mistakes were made,” she said.
Her statement even went on to brag
about “my reputation for excellent
casework.”
A veteran with a little girl was
dead, and swarms of people had
been turned into “zombies” by
VA-prescribed drugs, but as far
as she was concerned: Problem
solved.
Three years later, America’s
fighting men and women don’t
think so. Concerned Veterans for
America is taking out ads against
Baldwin, who is up for re-election
in the heavily Democratic state
this fall.
The videos highlight how Tammy Baldwin stood by while American soldiers who couldn’t be killed
on the battlefield died at the hands
of their own government.
Baldwin’s actions, and her arrogance, are shameful. Soldiers who
risked everything for this country
deserve first-class medical care
and a government that stops quacks
from poisoning them once they
return stateside.
Indifference to America’s veterans cost one young man his life.
This November, Tammy Baldwin
deserves to pay the price.
*****
Frank Holmes is a reporter for
The Horn News. He is a veteran
journalist and an outspoken conservative that talks about the news
that was in his weekly article, “On
The Holmes Front.”

(Continued from Page 11)
beholden to the establishment. This
special counsel, like our Founding
Fathers, needs to be willing to risk
all, including life and liberty, to
create a restored nation under God,
and he must have the support of the
American people to allow his job to
be carried out.
In all modesty, I firmly believe
that I am that person, and this is
why I have been asking all of you
to sign the petition to urge my appointment as special counsel. As
you know, I am the only lawyer in
American history to have a court
of law rule that a sitting president
committed a crime. This occurred
during the Clinton White House
years, when Slick Willy had criminally released, with the aid of his
political adviser James Carville,
the White House personnel file of
a woman he had sexually assaulted
in the Oval Office: one Kathleen
Willey.
As special counsel, I will have
the full powers of the Justice De-

partment — and as a former federal
prosecutor and the founder of both
Judicial Watch and Freedom Watch,
I know how to both remove Mueller
and his corrupt prosecutorial staff,
as well as bring the Clintons and
Obamas of this world to the bar
of “Lady Justice.” In this way, in
the prophetic words of one of our
greatest Founding Fathers and
second American presidents, we
can again become a nation of laws
and not men.
Embedded in this column are
some memes I have had created to
strongly make this point. I sincerely
hope that you will go to our website
at www.freedomwatchusa.org and
sign and support the petition to have
me appointed special counsel.
*****
Larry Klayman is a former Justice Department prosecutor and
the founder of Judicial Watch and
Freedom Watch. His latest book is
“Whores: Why and How I Came to
Fight the Establishment.”

Klayman
‘Wild’ horses being held in pens.
on wildlife, ranching and recreation.
(Continued from Page 10)
4,940 comment submissions during the public comThe suit demands that the court block the populament period; the majority of those submissions (more
tion control plan, and, of course, seeks for themselves
than 4,780 or 97 percent) were form letters. Form
“reasonable costs, litigation expenses, and attorneys’
letters are generated from a singular website from a
fees.”
non-governmental organization, such as an animal
Meanwhile, the BLM argues, “A gather of wild
advocacy group. Comments identified on form letters
horses from the area is also necessary to prevent
were considered along with the rest of the comments
continued degradation of rangeland resources, and
received, but as one collective letter. … Letters and
the unnecessary death or suffering of individual wild
e-mails were received both in support of and in oppohorses that are being currently impacted by a lack of
sition to the gather.”
water and forage. The BLM is required to manage
The lawsuit wonders all over the legal rangeland,
multiple uses to avoid continued degradation of the
ruminating about the impact of sterilization on social
rangeland, and reduce the potential for catastrophic
behavior in herds.
loss of animals.”
It spouts such pseudo-scientific folderol as this:
The courts should let the BLM try its management
“A potential disadvantage of both surgical and chemplan for a couple of years and hear the horse huggers’
ical castration is loss of testosterone and consequent
suit later if it is not working. Doing nothing while the
reduction in or complete loss of male-type behaviors
litigation languishes is not an option.
necessary for maintenance of social organization,
*****
band integrity, and expression of a natural behavior
Thomas Mitchell is a former newspaper editor
repertoire.”
who now writes conservative/libertarian columns for
But the lawsuit fails to ever address the fact the
weekly papers in Nevada. You may email Mitchell at
feral horses are currently starving and dying of thirst
thomasmnv@yahoo.com. He blogs at http://4thst8.
due to their excess numbers, much less their impact
wordpress.com/.
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In the case of the FISA memos,
transparency is national security

By Jonathan Turley
The Hill opinion contributor
“National security” has been a
rallying cry for politicians for centuries. Unassailable and undefined,
it is the perfect conversation-stopper when debating opponents,
particularly when you control the
information that would prove or
disprove your position. The mantra
of “national security” is often used
as if it has a fixed and universally
understood meaning. It doesn’t, and
the controversy over the “Nunes
memo” from the House Intelligence
Committee highlights how politics
can distort semantics of security.
For weeks, the FBI and Democratic leaders like House Minority
Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.)
and House Intelligence Committee
ranking minority member Adam
Schiff (D-Calif.) declared that the
release of the memo would seriously undermine national security
due to its highly classified content.
The FBI said that the release of
the memo would cause “grave”
consequences to national security.
When the memo was released, the
public found that it was devoid of
anything even remotely sensitive,
let alone the disclosure of “sources
and methods.”
For civil libertarians, the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act
(FISA) controversy does raise a
serious national security issue of
a different kind. First, there is the
underlying issue involving the use
of national security powers for political purposes. While the true facts
have not been fully established,
there are aspects of the controversy
that are troubling. The Clinton campaign and the Democratic National
Committee hired former British spy

Christopher Steele to gather dirt on
Donald Trump.
For many months, the Clinton
campaign denied any connection
to the dossier and only recently
admitted that they were behind the
effort when confronted with new
information. Moreover, there are
indications that close associates of
Clinton may have fed material to
Steele, who tried to get the information into the media during the
campaign and told an FBI official
that he was “desperate” to stop
Trump from being elected.
These associates reportedly include controversial Hillary Clinton
adviser Sidney Blumenthal, who
has long been accused of spreading
rumors against Clinton opponents
and critics. It also includes a State
Department official, Jonathan
Winer, who seemed to function
as a transit point on dirt involving
Trump. He has admitted to both
passing along hundreds of Steele
reports to high-ranking officials as
well as sending information from
Cody Shearer, a freelance writer
with close ties to the Clintons. If
people in the Obama administration used the FBI to target political

opponents, it would be a national
security concern.
Second, it is also a national security concern if the FBI has used
its classification authority to try
to bar the release of embarrassing
information. The FBI has a long
history of classifying abusive or
criminal conduct. It has used national security to pursue political
figures like Martin Luther King. On
this occasion, it not only misused
classification laws but misled the
public.
The primary objection of the FBI
proved to be not the disclosure of
national security secrets but what
it viewed as an unfair portrayal of
its own conduct. The FBI also was
reportedly upset that the memo
included the names of high-ranking FBI and Justice Department
figures, like James Comey and
Rod Rosenstein, who signed off on
the controversial surveillance of a
Trump adviser. Not only was such
information not sensitive, it clearly
was not a “grave” threat to national
security.
The Republicans were right to
override the FBI and release this
memo. That does not mean that the

memo is accurate, but it was not a
threat to national security. Likewise, the Republicans were correct
in joining Democrats to seek the
release of the minority memo. The
content of these memos is separate
from their classification.
Nevertheless, Schiff has called
the release of the clearly unclassified Nunes memo to be a “sad day”
for the country and “a shameful effort to discredit” the FBI and Justice
Department. Other Democrats have
expressed shock that the Republicans would defy the FBI in this way,
negating the committee’s oversight
role in such disputes. Rule 11(g)
was specifically written to address
rampant over-classification of material like the Nunes memo.
Schiff and other Democrats once
strongly advocated for transparency
and oversight independence. In
2013, Schiff called for the FISA
court to be “much more transparent
so that the American people can understand what is being done in their
name and in the name of national
security so that we can have a more
informed debate over the balance
between privacy and security.”
Whatever your definition of national security, it should not mean
job security for the FBI or political
security for any party. National security is meant to protect something
other than the agencies themselves.
First and foremost, it protects our
lives and our liberties. It is a national security threat when politicians
or agency officials lie to the public
about declassification dangers. It
is also a national security threat to
use secret courts and classified proceedings to hide government abuse.
In the Federalist Papers, James
Madison explained it best. “In

framing a government which is to
be administered by men over men,”
he wrote, “the great difficulty lies in
this: You must first enable the government to control the governed,
and in the next place oblige it to
control itself.” Controlling the FBI
is a national security matter if both
our lives and our liberties are to be
protected.
So where does that leave us?
Simple: This is a case where transparency is national security. On
issues ranging from the testimony
of former FBI deputy director Andrew McCabe to the basis for secret
surveillance orders, someone in our
government is clearly lying to us.
The only way to know is to force the
disclosure of not just the majority
and the minority House Intelligence
Committee memos but transcripts
and other related materials.
Much of the details of these
investigations have already been
leaked or disclosed. It is now of
paramount importance for the
public to confirm who has been
using our national security laws to
spread false information, whether
inside Congress or inside the FBI.
We also need to resolve whether the
FBI and our security services were
influenced by political motives
or associations. It is not simply a
matter of politics. It is a matter of
national security.
*****
Jonathan Turley is the Shapiro
Professor of Public Interest Law at
George Washington University. He
has been lead counsel in national
security cases for more than two
decades and has testified before
congressional intelligence committees. You can follow him on Twitter
@JonathanTurley.

Will the FISA memo turn into Obama’s Watergate?
By Sebastian Gorka
The Hill opinion contributor
Forty-six years ago, a group of hamfisted
burglars bungled the task of bugging the
Democratic National Committee’s offices in
the Watergate building in Washington D.C.
Two years later, Richard Nixon resigned as
president as a result of the failed cover-up that
ensued. Although Barack Obama is no longer
president, the abuses that occurred within the
FBI and Justice Department under his watch
already have the potential to eclipse the Watergate scandal in their historic significance
and damage done to American government.
A Beltway adage has it that “it’s always
the cover-up that’ll get you, not the original
transgression.” Often, this proves to be true,
especially in the case of Nixon, but even more
recently, given the impeachment proceedings
against Bill Clinton, which were over perjury
and obstruction of justice, not actual abuse of
power with a 22-year-old intern.
However, with the recent declassification
of the Nunes and Grassley memos from the
House and Senate, in this case the putative
crimes are far more serious than a failed
attempt to bug the private office of a political party. These crimes have the potential
to shake American confidence in otherwise
prestigious institutions like the FBI, and the
sanctity of our constitutional rights as citizens, especially those afforded by the Fourth
Amendment, specifically protection “against
unreasonable searches and seizures” or warrants being issued without “probable cause.”
Despite the months it has taken for the
House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence and Senate Judiciary Committee
to investigate the matters before them and
declassify their initial findings, we are still
just at the beginning of knowing how broad
and deep a scandal we face. Nevertheless,
the facts already laid out by the memos are

shocking enough by themselves and, specifically, in the consequences they may have for
all Americans.
We already know that during the 2016
presidential election, the FBI and Justice Department acquired a secret warrant to spy on
U.S. citizen Carter Page, a volunteer adviser
to the Trump campaign. The warrant application was based on an “opposition research”
file paid for by the Democratic Party and
Hillary Clinton through her lawyer. This fact,
that the file was paid for by the candidate and
party running against Donald Trump, was not
disclosed by the FBI or Justice Department
to the secret FISA court judge to whom that
warrant application was made.
It was also never disclosed that the author
of the file was a former British intelligence
officer with close ties to Moscow, who had
been deemed by the FBI to be “unreliable”
and who was known — at the highest levels
of the Justice Department — to be “desperate” to ensure that Trump never became
president. In other words, the FBI and Justice
Department knowingly hid exculpatory ev-

idence from the surveillance court in order
to be able to start spying on a member of the
Trump team.
Add to this what we now know about the
contents of the file compiled by Christopher
Steele, that its salacious accusations came
from Russian officials and, in part, as Trey
Gowdy has intimated, from none other than
Sidney Blumenthal, the closest of Clinton’s
confidantes, and the full scenario appears
undeniable. One candidate for president
managed to leverage elements of the federal
law enforcement and intelligence communities to illegally spy on the campaign running
against her.
If we add to this the countless anti-Trump
text messages that have been released between key members of the FBI team investigating both the Clinton “servergate” case
and the accusations of “Russia collusion”
by Trump associates, and it is easy to understand why half a dozen senior FBI agents
and Justice Department officials have been
“relieved” or reassigned in recent weeks.
There is a special reason why America

never created a domestic spying agency, even
after Sept. 11, 2001, when the calls for such a
body were loudest. There is something in the
genesis of our republic that rejects the idea of
permanent “political police” surveilling our
fellow countrymen. That is why, ironically,
the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act was
originally created in 1978 in response to the
abuses of the Nixon years.
Spying on Americans was to be sporadic
and done on a case by case basis, with each
target’s approval having to be justified in
front of a special FISA judge. When political
motivations lie behind such approval and that
fact is hidden from the authority which grants
it, all Americans are endangered. Working for
a mainstream political candidate must never
be the metric for whether the state can spy
on you, whether you are a Republican or a
Democrat. That way lies tyranny.
The fact that the political left seems so
comfortable with this scenario, or wishes to
minimize and deride these initial findings,
is the strangest part of the story so far. For
decades, from Watergate through to the
Pentagon Papers, and right up to Army Pvt.
Bradley Manning, it is the left that has perennially demanded full disclosure and made
resistance to the abuses of government power
a central plank of its message.
Are crimes only crimes if a right-wing
administration commits them? With perjury
and obstruction of justice having already been
demonstrated under the Obama administration, all that is left now is to see whether the
Justice Department still wears a blindfold.
Sebastian Gorka, Ph.D., is a national
security strategist with Fox News and former
deputy assistant and strategist to President
Trump. He is the author of the New York
Times bestseller “Defeating Jihad: The Winnable War.” You can follow him on Twitter
@SebGorka.

Pelosi and Democratic ‘resistance’ lose with ‘blame game’ strategy

By Douglas Schoen
The Hill opinion contributor
Beginning last Wednesday
morning, House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) took
the floor to deliver an eight-hour
speech, setting a House record. Her
speech was meant to advocate for
preserving the status of Dreamers,
immigrants who arrived illegally as
children but have been up to now
protected by the Deferred Action
for Childhood Arrivals (DACA)
program, by preventing the passage
of a budget bill until the House
holds a more thorough debate on
immigration.
The approach that Pelosi was
taking would have meant no budget deal, weakening their ability
to protect Dreamers, and hurting
the party’s position in the 2018
midterms. In full, Pelosi’s lengthy
address is more representative
of wider Democrat strategy right
now, which is focused primarily
on “resistance” to Trump and the

Republicans.
On Jan. 16, for instance, Tom
Perez and the Democratic National
Committee released the first of a
series of strategic memos, entitled
“Trump At One Year: President For
The 1 Percent.” But, in reality, there
is no strategy at all in the document.
Rather, it consists only of attacks on
Trump highlighting the president’s
failures over his first year in office.
The Democrats are playing
blame game politics, using every
opportunity to grab attention and
position themselves to appear morally superior to the Republicans.
These tactics were evident at the
State of the Union, when congressional Democrats sat on their hands
and refused to stand to show their
respect. This strategy is flawed and
failing. More and more leaders and
voters are becoming alienated from
the party, and the advantage that
they hold for the 2018 midterms
appears to be shrinking.
For instance, Kevin Nicholson,

a one-time head of the College
Democrats of America who is now
running for Senate in Wisconsin as
a Republican, explained, “I saw the
Democratic Party from the inside
and saw the way that the party
racially and ethnically balkanizes
our country and encourages people
to turn on each other and to look at
each other as competing interests
and not as fellow Americans.”
Voters agree. In the month of
January alone, the lead of Dem-

ocrats in the polls fell almost 4
points. Furthermore, the Democrats
need to specifically focus their
strategy on flipping Republican
districts in the 2018 midterms. On
average, Democrats lead in the districts they currently control by 38
points, while in Republican districts
they trail by only 6 points. This
means they should concentrate on
attracting middle-of-the-road voters
in Republican districts, rather than
further galvanizing liberals in the

regions they already hold.
To accomplish this and successfully retake the House this
year, the Democrats must do more
than criticize Trump and claim the
moral high ground. It is time for
the Democratic Party as a whole
to listen to leaders like Rep. Seth
Moulton (D-Mass.), who in an
interview recently said, “Let’s talk
about what we’re going to do, not
just what Trump is doing wrong.”
If the Democrats hope to retake
the House this year, they must follow this advice and show everyday
Americans how voting blue will
directly impact their lives for the
better.
Douglas E. Schoen (@DouglasESchoen) served as a pollster
for President Clinton. A longtime
political consultant, he is also a Fox
News contributor and the author of
11 books, including “Putin’s Master
Plan: To Destroy Europe, Divide
NATO, and Restore Russian Power
and Global Influence.”
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When American patriotism lit the skies:
the ‘Miracle on Ice,’ the 1980 Olympics

By Brent Budowsky
The Hill opinion contributor
I remember it like it was yesterday. I was
sitting in a living room packed with people
at a house in our nation’s capital, rooting for
the American hockey team as it battled the
Soviet Union in the Winter Olympics on Feb.
22, 1980 in Lake Placid, N.Y.
Before that fabled game began, nobody
thought the Americans had a chance. The
Soviet team was comprised of unbeatable
gladiators who won gold medal after gold
medal every four years.
The Soviets were more like professionals
than amateurs. We all assumed they were
cheating, but even if they were, they were
great, whether they were true amateurs or not.
The Americans were mostly college
students, but even against the unbeatable
Soviets, when they were long shot underdogs
given little chance of winning, the Americans
believed in themselves, they believed in their
team and they believed in the dream.
The American coach, Herb Brooks, prepared the young Americans for the game
like a Marine Corps drill sergeant in basic
training. He worked them in practice day
after day, conditioning their bodies and their
minds, giving them the will to win.
Almost from the beginning of the game
the Soviets were ahead. The Soviets would
score and the crowd at Lake Placid would
moan. But then, the Americans scored and
tied the game. The crowd in the arena rose,
and we Americans around the nation pumped

our fists, stomped and cheered.
It happened again and again and during
the game: The Soviets were relentless, but
every time, after every goal, the Americans
would fight back.
As the final period began, the Soviets were
ahead 3-2 and the great American goalie,
Jim Craig, was batting away one Soviet shot
after another.
Then, midway through the stanza, taking
one wild and desperate shot after another, the
Americans scored and tied the game. Barely
a minute later, Mike Eruzione fired a puck
into the Russian net and the Americans took
the lead, 4-3. The Americans went berserk
with joy.
With the incomparable announcer Al Mi-

chaels calling the action from the booth, the
final minutes of the game were among the
most thrilling in the history of sports. The
Soviets fired shot after shot, and Craig batted
them away one by one. The Soviets stormed
around the goal, and the American defenders
blocked their path.
In the final 10 seconds, as the Soviets
furiously tried to score and the Americans
battled against them, Michaels shouted: “DO
YOU BELIEVE IN MIRACLES? YES!” The
game ended.
The Americans on the ice went crazy in
jubilation; the rest of the team poured out
onto the ice waving their arms; the Americans in the arena went completely insane;
and Americans from coast to coast rose to

their feet cheering, hugging and waving our
arms with a spirit of American patriotism
that lit the sky!
Miracles do happen. Then, in the coming
decade:
The Soviets tried to rule Poland, but in the
end, the people of Poland threw them out, and
Lech Walesa went from a communist prison
to being the president of his country.
The Soviets tried to rule the nation then
called Czechoslovakia, but the Czech people
threw them out, and Vaclav Havel went from
a communist prison to becoming the president of his country.
Bulgaria, Romania, East Germany and
nations throughout the Soviet empire threw
their overlords out and reclaimed their independence, which Vladimir Putin once said
was the greatest geopolitical tragedy of the
20th century.
Let’s remember that moment in Lake
Placid when Americans stood together, and
American patriotism lit the skies.
Let’s remember the history of the 20th
century when we consider how to respond
to the Russian challenge to American democracy today.
*****
Brent Budowsky was an aide to former
Sen. Lloyd Bentsen (D-Texas) and former
Rep. Bill Alexander (D-Ark.), who was chief
deputy majority whip of the U.S. House of
Representatives. He holds an LLM in international financial law from the London School
of Economics.

Anti-tax reform lawsuit a waste of time and money
By Andrew Wilford
The Hill opinion contributor
On Feb. 1, the Baltimore Sun
reported that Maryland Attorney
General Brian Frosh intends to
join a lawsuit against the federal
government in response to the new
tax reform law. Maryland joins
other traditionally “blue” states
such as New York, New Jersey and
Connecticut.
Unfortunately for taxpayers in
these states (such as myself), this
lawsuit wastes time and money
on a hopeless — and misguided
— cause.
The lawsuit focuses primarily
on the state and local tax (SALT)
deduction. The SALT deduction
enables taxpayers to deduct the
value of state and local taxes from
their federal tax bill. Under the
new tax reform law, the value of
the deduction is capped at $10,000.
Frosh and other attorneys general make the argument that equal
protection provisions would be
violated under the tax reform law,
as high-tax, high-income states will
be disproportionately affected by a
cap on the SALT deduction.
Wealth certainly plays a factor in
whether the SALT deduction affects
a taxpayer: An analysis of tax data
from the last available year, FY
2015, finds that a mere 3.5 percent
of the benefits of the SALT deduction went to those with incomes
below $50,000. With the newly
doubled standard deduction, this
percentage will drop even further.
Yet, the idea that tax policies
must affect each state equally is
laughable. As Jared Walczak of the
Tax Foundation points out, corporate income taxes primarily affect
corporate hubs, while manufacturing tax credits benefit primarily
states with a large manufacturing
presence.
The impact of a federal tax

policy on different states will necessarily depend on the demographic
variances between the states in
question. Frosh and his compatriots
will have a difficult time arguing
that the SALT deduction is somehow different from all the other
elements of the tax code that get
reshuffled on an annual basis.
The attorneys general also seem
to have overlooked a cap on the
SALT deduction that already existed before the new tax law. This
precedence further undermines the
logic of their case.
The Alternative Minimum Tax
(AMT) — added to the tax code
in 1969 to make sure that wealthy
individuals are not able to use
credits and deductions to eliminate
their tax liability — already had the
effect of a cap on SALT deduction.
Wealthy taxpayers are able to
get less of a benefit from the SALT
deduction because the AMT exists, yet the AMT has hardly been
thrown out by courts for having
this effect.

Perhaps most significantly, there
is a clear distinction between Congress assessing a targeted tax on
individuals from states that have
certain economic characteristics
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of excuses for voting the way she
did on these bills. After all, being
able to rationalize anything is the
hallmark of any experienced politician.
But when Ms. Seaman starts
spinning, explaining, excusing,
justifying and huffing-and-puffing
about her low 72.05 percent scorecard from NPRI, consider these
two points…
1.) There is no one on the planet
who questions NPRI’s conservative
bona fides. And it’s Ms. Seaman
herself who is using NPRI’s ratings
to attack Sen. Hammond. So it’s
more than fair to hold her to the
same standard, right?
I think this is called “being
hoisted on your own petard.”
2.) There were a dozen other
Republicans who scored higher
than Ms. Seaman. So if she’s really
as conservative as she’s now claiming she is, why did so many of her
colleagues score so much higher
than she did?
Again, this is her actual voting
record, not her misleading

Twitter rhetoric.
Now let’s get back to those tax
hikes…
First, give credit where due. Ms.
Seaman did, in fact, vote against the
Commerce Tax.
However, as I’ve pointed out
before, she also voted for nine
other tax hikes in violation of
her written and signed Taxpayer
Protection Pledge to “oppose and
vote against any and all efforts to
increase taxes.”
Any. And all.
Here are the nine bills Ms.
Seaman voted for in violation of
the written promise she made to
her constituents and the people of
Nevada…
—AB78: Doubled the elk tag
tax on hunters
—AB85: Doubled the government licensing tax for alcohol, drug
and gambling counselors
—AB191: Raised taxes on “fuels for motor vehicles”
—AB231: Increased government licensing tax on chiropractors
—AB246: Raised cosmetology
government licensing taxes, includ-

Muth

and Congress limiting a broad deduction it was under no obligation
to provide in the first place.
The Supreme Court has ruled
on multiple occasions that federal tax deductions are a matter of
“legislative grace,” completely up
to Congress to decide whether to
impose or retract.
Given the frivolity of the lawsuit, why are top government
figures such as Frosh prepared to
waste taxpayer money to tilt at
windmills? One answer is likely
the chance to score political points.
Attorneys General in Maryland,
as in other states leading the charge
such as New York, New Jersey and
Connecticut, are elected, and thus
incumbents have an incentive to
push a lawsuit to attack an unpopular Trump administration.
The SALT deduction has the effect of cushioning wealthy residents
of high-tax states from realizing the
full impact of their state and local
tax bills, as they can simply be
deducted on federal taxes. Capping

the SALT deduction lessens this
generous subsidy being extended
to states.
An uncapped SALT deduction
overwhelmingly benefits higher-income taxpayers, and limiting
it requires “blue states” to impose
some fiscal discipline — hence the
sudden urgency to protect the interests of higher-income taxpayers.
Taxpayers in the states in question should not be forced to fund a
frivolous and unwinnable lawsuit.
Maryland’s own governor, Larry
Hogan, when asked about the
lawsuit’s odds of success, replied,
“I don’t think it has much of a
chance.”
A tax change that will incentivize high-tax states to reduce their
tax burdens should be celebrated,
not futilely attacked.
Andrew Wilford is an associate
policy analyst with the National
Taxpayers Union Foundation, the
research arm of the right-leaning
National Taxpayers Union. Follow
him on Twitter @PolicyWilford.
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neth Starr possessed a legal memo
concluding that he had the power to
indict former President Bill Clinton
but did not do so, ultimately choosing to present the matter to Congress. I think Mueller would likely
do the same thing, because it’s the
more prudential approach given that
it’s an open legal question whether
a sitting president can be indicted.
Other Cooler Heads
Will Prevail
One issue that is rarely discussed
is how Mueller would make such
a report to Congress, because he
has no direct authority to do so. He
could do so via Rosenstein, who
has repeatedly defended the special
counsel’s investigation. He could

also present evidence to the grand
jury, which could issue its own
report, a rare practice that has occasionally occurred in high-profile
cases. It’s hard to believe Mueller
couldn’t find a way to present a
report of his findings if he wanted
to do so.
Whether a Republican Congress would take action against
Trump, regardless of Mueller’s
conclusions, is anyone’s guess. (It
is doubtful.) But this news made
impeachment proceedings against
Trump more likely. Ultimately
the president’s performance in his
upcoming interview with Mueller
could prove decisive.
Trump has repeatedly demonstrated a lack of discipline when

questioned, and Mueller has a lot
to work with. If Trump provides the
special counsel with direct evidence
of his intent when firing Comey, he
could ensure that Mueller will conclude he obstructed justice, leaving
his fate to Congress.
There is NO WAY I would let
Trump talk to Muller. He just can’t
keep his mouth shut. Like many
of my clients, he has the right to
refuse.
For more information regarding
Nevada laws, or if you feel your
rights have been violated, please
call Mace Yampolsky & Associates.
Call or text us at (702) 385-9777.
We are available 24/7 for emergencies. If you need help, CALL NOW
before it is too late. We can help!

ing on “shampoo technologists”
—AB325: Raised government
licensing taxes on “private professional guardians”
—SB44: Increased government
permit tax for oil and natural gas
drilling
—SB370: Increased the government licensing tax on barber
instructors
—SB488: Imposed government
licensing tax on “community health
worker pools”
So much for her incessant Twitter claim that she “kept my promises
in the Assembly.”
No. You. Didn’t.
But here’s how shifty, unscrupulous politicians try to hide and
cover-up when they’ve been caught
with their britches down: Ms. Seaman has been telling people she
didn’t break her word because these
tax hikes aren’t taxes but - “fees.”
Sorry, but if you have to take
money out of YOUR pocket and
give it to the government — it’s
a tax. As the old saying goes, if
it looks like a duck, swims like a
duck, and quacks like a duck, then

it’s a duck. And a tax by any other
name is still a tax.
But even if Ms. Seaman calls
these tax hikes “fee” hikes in order
to falsely claim she didn’t break
her Tax Pledge… it doesn’t matter.
YOU and I are still paying more to
fund bigger government.
And that makes it nine bad,
non-conservative votes no matter
what you call it or how you slice it.
So in addition to being notoriously thin-skinned, hot-headed and
easily “triggered” (see P.S. item
below), Ms. Seaman also appears
to be a “fake news” politician who
is misleading voters. At least if you
look at her actual voting record.
And all the “proven conservative
record” hashtags, bluster and bombast in the world can’t change that.
Phony.
P.S. In a separate tweet on Friday, Ms. Seaman wrote…
“When the pundits call me rude
and disrespectful for not going
along-to-get-along, I take that as
a badge of honor!”
She went on to describe her-

self as a “#WorkHorsenotaShowHorse!”
This was in reference to a Nevada Appeal story from the 2015
Nevada legislative session that
many people either missed or have
forgotten in which Seaman wasn’t
described as either a work horse
or a show horse — but more of a
horse’s arse.
The pundit reference (I’ll give
you two guesses who the “pundit”
is) about Ms. Seaman being “rude
and disrespectful” had nothing to do
with her “not going along-to-getalong,” but how she behaved like
some loud, obnoxious spoiled brat
“pouting and throwing tantrums”
on the playground.
Can you just imagine someone
acting like this in the hallowed halls
of Congress?
*****
Chuck Muth is president of
Citizen Outreach, a non-profit
public policy grassroots advocacy
organization and publisher of NevadaNewsandViews.com. He may
be reached by email at cmuth@
lasvegastribune.com.
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The American people have spoken:
Reform our criminal justice system
By Holly Harris
The Hill opinion contributor
Now that the pomp and circumstance
from President Trump’s first State of the
Union address has dispersed, our country
faces the hard realities of governing in an
election year. A news cycle focused on what
divides us, perpetual budget and government
funding shortfalls, and a fear that every vote
may be used in a negative TV ad threaten to
squander any hope of legitimate bipartisan
policymaking that will move our country in
the right direction.
That difficult dynamic demands that
Congress and the executive branch champion
legislation that clears two critical hurdles:
First, it needs to garner significant bipartisan
support. Second, leaders need to be reassured
that it will fall in line with the desires of the
electorate.
No issue meets those two standards more
convincingly than criminal justice reform.
Republicans and Democrats are both invested
in fixing the justice system, which makes it
difficult for either side to politicize this effort.
That wouldn’t be smart politics anyway. Polls
show widespread support for specific reforms
that will lower the swelling prison population, save money, and make communities
safer. This support is strong among voters
in both parties, as well as Independents and
women, who are swinging elections in this
country.
Three-quarters of American voters think
the country’s criminal justice system needs
to be significantly improved, according to a
poll conducted earlier this year by the conservative polling firm Public Opinion Strategies
on behalf of the Justice Action Network.
That conviction is shared equally among
Republicans, Democrats and Independents.
Robert Blizzard, who conducted the poll,
said, “I can’t think of a more positive issue to
run on that has more bipartisan support.” His
advice matters, as his firm polls for more than
a quarter of the Republicans in the House.
The president gave justice reform a major
boost when he told millions of Americans
that opportunity should extend to everyone,

even those in prison, and he called for second
chances for returning citizens. Consider for
a moment what a significant departure this
language is from the “lock them up and throw
away the key” rhetoric used in the past.
Congress must now stop using the president as an excuse not to bring criminal justice
bills to a vote. The House and Senate are both
expected to consider legislation later this year
that would implement some of the reforms
that voters crave, and the president’s words
on the world’s grandest political stage gave
Congress a clear runway to act.
Any credible pollster out there would tell
members of Congress on both sides of the
aisle to tackle this issue and “go big before
you go home.” Voters, by wide margins, favor
major changes to our criminal justice system.
Nine out of 10 American voters believe we
should break down the existing barriers that
make it harder for people leaving jails to
find work and support their families. Republicans are just as likely to hold that view as
Democrats.
That is overwhelmingly good news for
supporters of “ban the box” or “fair chance
hiring” policies, which dozens of states have
adopted that would prevent public employers
from asking job applicants whether they have
been convicted of a crime before they have a

chance to explain their qualifications for the
job. Two-thirds of all voters want Congress
to enact this policy at the federal level, and
Republican governors from Kentucky, Georgia, Arizona, Oklahoma and Indiana have
recently taken up this cause.
Attitudes of Americans toward incarceration have shifted dramatically since a
generation of Republicans and Democrats
enacted tough-on-crime policies at the state
and federal levels in the 1980s and 1990s.
Voters now demand more policies that give
judges and the justice system more discretion
to tailor punishments specifically to individual crimes and cases.
One of the best examples of this shift is
the overwhelming opposition to mandatory
minimum sentences. Some 87 percent of
voters want judges to have more discretion
to sentence nonviolent offenders on a caseby-case basis rather than saddle them with
formulaic sentencing requirements that have
clogged our prisons with people convicted of
nonviolent crimes. That includes 83 percent
of Republicans.
It’s mind-boggling that this issue is
controversial in Washington. Not only do
Americans want to change how many people we lock up and for how long, they also
want policies that will get them back on

track. Some 85 percent of voters think the
primary goal of our justice system should
be to rehabilitate people so they can become
productive, law-abiding members of society.
Americans now understand that investing
in more treatment rather than more prisons
will ultimately make us all safer when these
individuals do not return to crime.
Americans no longer believe everyone
who commits a serious but nonviolent crime
should automatically wind up in prison. Some
87 percent of voters would like governments
at the state and federal levels to shift some
of the money spent incarcerating nonviolent
offenders toward alternative programs, like
electronic monitoring, community service or
probation. A majority 59 percent feel strongly
about it.
Budget concerns are one driver of these
changing attitudes. American voters overwhelmingly believe we spend too much
money locking people up, and should spend
more on treating drug addiction, helping
victims and preventing future crimes. Voters
also want to see more oversight of prisons
to ensure taxpayer funds are being spent
responsibly.
These issues have strong support among
men and women alike, but the numbers
are particularly high among women. That
matters, not only because women represent
the fastest growing segment of the prison
population, but also because as a voting
bloc, women typically have more influence
on the outcome of an election than men. That
doesn’t mean this issue is all about politics,
but doing the right thing is often a lot easier
when people agree with you.
This election year is bound to produce
plenty of partisan fireworks and distractions,
and those tensions likely won’t ease by passing criminal justice reforms. But the president
has spoken, and the American people have
issued a mandate. So Congress, the floor is
all yours. You are out of excuses for why you
cannot send these bills there.
*****
Holly Harris is executive director of the
Justice Action Network.

When You’re in Prison No One Prepares You for Coming Home

By Johnny Perez
In my memories of prison, there
are no colors. It was a dark, cold,
and gray place. Incarceration, for
me, was defined by deprivation —
not just deprivation of freedom,
opportunity, and safety, but deprivation of the senses.
On the day of my release, I
stepped off a bus at Port Authority
and walked out into the world for
the first time in 13 years. I remember feeling suddenly overwhelmed
by the oranges, blues, reds, and
neon greens of New York City
streets. After so many years in a
concrete box, I was finally free.
That excitement, however, soon
gave way to anxiety. What I remember most clearly from that day
is the feeling of fear that I wouldn’t
be able to make it.

Maramis

I spent 13 years in prison, but
no one started talking to me about
my release until 90 days before
I finished my sentence. During
those conversations, the burden of
responsibility was placed on me. I
was asked where I would be living,
the clinics and reentry programs
I would be taking part in, but at
no time was I given tools to do
research about my options.
People serving time in prison
were required to take part in certain
rehabilitation and work programs,
but the violent culture of prison
completely undermined their effectiveness. If I was in a carpentry
class and I had to worry about
whether some guy was going to
take the hammer and beat me over
the head with it because I owed him
two packs of cigarettes, I probably

(Continued from Page 10)
car next to his girlfriend, or the anticipation of seeing
him wherever and whenever he shows up, whether
it’s in the hallway at school, on the football field, or
showing up at her door the night of the prom. Adults,
especially those who have been seasoned in the ways
of life, can see love in doing what the other person
wants instead of insisting on his own plans.
We don’t really have to turn to the dictionary for
the definition of “love”; it just might be one of those
words that we either instinctively understand, or one
we will never understand, even if we’re in the middle
of experiencing it.
I can truly imagine that when one is feeling the full
depth of what they perceive as love, the world is then
filled with the best of love songs, the most touching
love stories, and an amazing array of love poems from
the hearts of every kind of lover — from the 16-yearold girl “in love” for the first time, to the mournful and
lonely young artist who pines for the woman who so far
has not noticed he is even alive, to every other person
who has had his or her heart opened to those feelings
that cannot be explained by just reading a definition
in the dictionary.
I proclaim myself to be a lover. Perhaps some would
say that I must be a very sad lover since there is no
one in my life that can be called “the one I love.” It is
true that there is no one in my life in that way, but I am
so far from being a sad lover. Once love opens your
heart, and settles in to its home, it may never leave. It
finds its way into all you do and all you are, and spills
over into all one’s interactions with the whole world.
Sad to say that sometimes love can be killed by the
ugliness and unkindness of either one or both of the
parties involved in the “love relationship” — however
it shows up — but that does not mean that the love
is now dead. Love itself, in my world, never dies,
although it may have to vacate its former home and
move on to where it is more accepted, appreciated,
and actualized.
There is probably no more “officially” loving day
in the lives of lovers than their wedding day, a day on
which they proudly and happily proclaim their love to
each other — and to the world — in words they believe
have never been spoken in such a way before, and have
never meant as much as they mean now.
Many years ago, my nephew asked me to write
a love poem for him and his bride-to-be, which he
wanted me to recite as part of their ceremony. Here
are my words of love for Mark and Liana:

was not going to learn much. If an
anger management class was being
taught by someone who I knew
had gotten into a fight the previous
week, the teacher was not going to
fill me with confidence.
Despite the difficulties inherent
in prison life, I was able to pursue
my education, earning 30 college
credits before my release. In the
outside world, though, I had a difficult time proving my worth. No
one wanted to hire someone with
a criminal background, no matter
my accomplishments in prison or
my resolve to make a meaningful
life for myself. In the six months
that followed my release, I went to
more than 50 job interviews. Every time, my criminal background
acted as an automatic disqualifier.
As a person with a record, I was

On This Day
Take me for better or for worse
But never for granted.
Take my heart and my love,
But not the seeds I’ve planted
In the soil around me.
Leave them for sprouting into flowers
That will grace our tables and our minds...
And our bowers.
Let all doubting disappear amid the towers
Of our strengths and dreams.
Let trust build ladders to the sky,
Enabling you and I to reach our castles–
Though it seems sometimes we can’t–
When life’s hassles and everyday cares
Visit us, as they will.
Take my faults and my failings and
Treat them gently, for my love
Will still be there, beneath them.
“Understanding” is the rent we pay for love.
May we never find we can’t afford it, but
Ever guard it, even hoard it –
For we owe it most to us.
Take the sparkle in my eyes,
There, because of you,
And fling it to the skies in your mind,
To aid the stars in shining brighter;
Then, seeing them,
You’ll always think of me.
Help me find a way to lighten all your cares
And tighten tender bonds of love,
While freeing them to be there
Of their own desire.
Take me now, this day, exactly as I am–
As I take you–
And other hearts will be inspired
As they watch our wedding dreams
Come true!
May you all know that kind of love at least once
in your life, and may you all be generous in sharing
your “everyday kind of love” with those in your life
who mean something to you.
And don’t always save it just for Valentine’s Day,
although those on the receiving end of your genuine
gestures and words of love today will feel so good
that you let them know.
Maramis Choufani is the Managing Editor of the
Las Vegas Tribune. She writes a weekly column in
this newspaper. To contact Maramis, email her at
maramis@lasvegastribune.com.

constantly defined by the darkest
chapter in my life. Anytime I tried
to get ahead, I found myself having
to answer for mistakes I made when
I was teenager.
After months of job hunting, I
finally landed at the Mental Health
Project of the Urban Justice Center.
For every other job I applied to, I
had tried to hide my criminal record
— it was like I was in the closet
about it. But the problem with doing
13 years is that you can’t easily hide
that time or shake those experiences. When I applied to the Mental
Health Project, I led with the fact
that I had a criminal background.
I got the job right away. Now that
I work with people who are going
through the reentry process, my
experiences trying to get back on
my feet after incarceration are
invaluable. Without the firsthand
experience of incarceration and
reentry, there’s no way I could be
as effective in my work now.

Today I am an advocate to end
mass incarceration and a voice for
the formerly incarcerated. It is a
backwards logic that has our society
investing in locking young people
up instead of creating opportunities
for them or preparing them for life
after prison. We need more investment in education and counseling
for at-risk populations, including
those who are currently or formerly
incarcerated. I can never get back
those 13 years, but I can make sure
that young people in the future have
better choices than I did.
*****
Johnny Perez advocates against
mass incarceration and to end solitary confinement as the Director of
U.S. Prison Program for the National Religious Campaign Against
Torture, and as a member of the
NY Advisory Committee to The US
Civil Rights Commission and the
NYC Bar Association’s Correction
and Reentry Committee.

(Continued from Page 10)
return the $7.5 million
Pennsylvania needs to remember that sexual misconduct could
happen anywhere in the world. Is
their memory so fragile that they
already forgot that U.S. Representative for Pennsylvania, Patrick
Meehan, was also accused of sexual
misconduct?
The University of Iowa also
announced plans to remove Steve
Wynn’s name from the school’s
Vision Research institute in light of
stories published regarding allegations of sexual misconduct against
Steve Wynn.
The university named the Institute the Stephen A. Wynn for Vision
Research in 2013 after Steve Wynn
donated $25 million to the school
to support blindness research. If
the alleged accusations upset the
Board of Regents of the university
that much, shouldn’t they be civic
and return the money?
Every city, state, company and
country has its percentage of sexual misconduct and/or harassment
charges. The following people have
all been accused of sexual misconduct, but are they all guilty? (We
don’t know).
Omeed Malik, Managing Director of Bank of America; Mike
Germano, Chief Digital Officer at
Vice Media; Alex Kozinski, Federal
Appeals Court Judge; Trent Franks,
U.S. Representative for Arizona;
Matt Dababneh, California State
Assemblyman; Ruben Kihuen, U.S.
Representative for Nevada; John
Conyers, Jr., US Representative for
Michigan; Al Franken, U.S. Senator

for Minnesota; Matt Lauer, Co-host
of “Today”; Stephen Bittel, Florida
Democratic Party Chairman; Wes
Goodman, Ohio State Representative; Tony Cornish, Minnesota
State Representative; Dan Schoen
Minnesota State Senator; Michael
Oreskes, head of news at NPR and
former New York Times editor;
Raul Bocanegra, California State
Assemblyman; Cliff Hite, Ohio
State Senator; Ross Levinsohn,
Publisher and Chief Executive of
the Los Angeles Times; Thomas
Roman, Professor at Columbia University; Steven McLaughlin, New
York State Assemblyman; Tony
Mendoza, California State Senator;
Jeff Hoover, Speaker of Kentucky’s
House of Representatives; Cristina
Garcia, California Assemblywoman, accused of groping men; just to
mention a few.
Soon men will need to start
a #ME TOO movement because
women are not the only ones who
are victims of sexual misconduct
and harassment.
Of course, we cannot forget the
most famous sexual offender of
them all — Bill Clinton.
All those so offended by the
alleged sexual misconduct of Steve
Wynn — if they benefited in any
way, shape, or form from Wynn’s
money — should simply RETURN
THE MONEY
*****
Perly Viasmensky is the General
Manager of the Las Vegas Tribune.
She writes a weekly column in this
newspaper. To contact Perly Viasmensky, email her at pviasmensky@
lasvegas tribune.com.

Viasmensky

EntErtainmEnt

Page 16 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / February 14-20, 2018

Don’t Miss the Academy Awards!
By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by Sandy Zimmerman
The Academy Awards Oscars
are coming soon on Sunday, March
4 and you should invite friends,
family or business associates together for an Oscar viewing party!
The public is invited to walk the
red carpet and join the viewing party by donating to the Variety — the
Children’s Charity along the Palms
Hotel & Casino’s red carpet right
here in Las Vegas.
An important aspect of the
Academy Awards, this is one of
the events responsible for raising
money for Variety — the Children’s
Charity.
Variety — the Children’s Charity of Southern Nevada has been in
Las Vegas for over 60 years helping
children with special needs. Las Vegas Variety was first started by most
of the casino owners in the 1950’s
who build three schools. We have
the Variety School, now known as
the Miller School, and the Variety
Early Learning Center.
As we celebrate the Oscars at
the Academy, we are raising money for a compassion fund. This is
a wonderful compassion fund, it
provides emergency assistance to
any children and their families who
have a special need for a medical
bill or a hotel they need if something happened.
The Oscar Night is a big night
but Variety- the Children’s Charity
arranges fundraising events all year
to continue helping the children.
Variety gives money to provide
for children with special needs. We
try to raise money for the Variety
School for bicycles, games and
other equipment.
We just gave an adaptive bicycle, a special type of tricycle, for a
child with autism. There is a type
of handle behind it for the parent
to steer and push as well. The child
can actually pedal.
That gets the child active play-

Fred Astaire’s Oscar
ing and having fun. He can do
things a normal child would do.
We also brought three swings
from Australia which are wheel
chairs. The wheel chair loads up
into the swing giving the child the
experience of swinging.
These are new applications for
special needs children. It is all with
the help of the community.
Variety also provides specially
equipped passenger vans to local
nonprofit organizations for trans-

Liza Minnelli’s Oscar

port of children with physical
limitations to and from medical
facilities, schools and community
enrichment programs.
Variety — The Children’s Charity is an enthusiastic group of business leaders who donate their time,
resources and energy to positively
impact the lives of children in their
own communities and around the
world.
VARIETY Southern Nevada
has served more than 20,000 chil-

dren and raised and distributed
more than $7,000,000 in grants
and specialized equipment in our
community.
For information about Variety
— The Children’s Charity events
during the year, contact Variety
of Southern Nevada, at 3401 Sirius Ave., Suite 1, Las Vegas. Tel:
(702)-383-8466; Email: admin@
varietysn.org or visit http://onalv.
org/ and www.varietysn.org.
*****

Award winning Sandy Zimmerman is a syndicated columnist
featuring Show and Dining reviews,
travel, health, spas, luxury and
more. Sandy is talk show host of the
Las Vegas Today Show programs
and Discover the Ultimate Vacation travel specials. If you want
to suggest topics for articles, for
information or to ask any questions
about Sandy’s articles, call 702735-5974 or email szimmerman@
lasvegastribune.com.

Frank Sinatra’s Oscar

Academy Award’s Oscar Viewing Party in the penthouse suites and buffet.
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Nacho Daddy shoots and scores with its second official Golden
Knights viewing party on Feb. 26 at the West Sahara location

By Mike Kermani
Las Vegas Tribune
The ice is heating up as Nacho
Daddy and the Vegas Golden
Knights get spicy for their inaugural
season partnership. The hometown
favorites in Las Vegas have a partnership deal allowing Nacho Daddy
to host a handful of viewing parties
and events, but also develop the
official nacho of the team with a
portion of its proceeds going to the
Vegas Golden Knights Foundation.
In honor of this partnership,
Nacho Daddy invites hungry fans
to celebrate in style with an official watch party of the season at
the location on West Sahara on
Monday, Feb. 26 beginning at
7:30 p.m. Guests will be treated to
a fun red carpet experience with a
photo op upon entry, photo booth,
balloon artist, raffles throughout
the evening including team sweaters, and drink specials including
‘Knights Score, We Pour’ with
free shots of vodka every time the
Golden Knights score. The official
watch party is at the West Sahara
location only.
Hockey and nacho fans can
come together to enjoy a tasty
homage to the record-breaking
NFL team with the official Vegas
Golden Knights nacho. This insane
and cheesy treat is Nacho Daddy’s
take on a cheese-steak nacho with
marinated filet mignon, provolone, yellow queso, sautéed onions,
mushrooms, read & green bell
peppers and pickled peppers served
over house-made corn chips.
The official Vegas Golden
Knights Nacho is available at all
locations. $1 from every nacho
will be given to the Vegas Golden
Knights Foundation to support
one of their five initiatives, to fight
hunger and homelessness in the Las
Vegas community. No stranger to
the problem of food insecurity in
the valley, Nacho Daddy founded
the Nacho Average Fight Against
Hunger (formerly the Buy A Meal,
Give A Meal program) in which for
every entrée purchased, proceeds
are given back to organizations in
the community fighting hunger. To
date, Nacho Daddy has provided
Three Square with funds to provide
more than 300,000 meals in Southern Nevada.
*****
NEW COVERED BOAT SLIPS
AVAILABLE FOR RENT AT
COTTONWOOD COVE
RESORT & MARINA ON
LAKE MOHAVE LAKE
MEAD NATIONAL
RECREATION AREA

Forever Resorts, a National Park
Service concessioner, announces
the availability of covered boat
slips for rent at Cottonwood Cove
Resort & Marina on Lake Mohave,
located in the Lake Mead National
Recreation Area. Covered slips
measure 12 by 36 feet and are
priced at $468 per month or $13 per
foot of length of the boat.
In addition, Cottonwood Cove
offers uncovered slips in sizes from
12 by 28 feet up to 18 by 59 feet.
Prices for all slip rental, as well as
dry storage rates and information
about all marina services including
houseboat rentals, are available.
One of the best kept secrets in
Nevada, Lake Mohave is a pristine desert lake with 237 miles of
shoreline, providing visitors the
best in boating, fishing and hiking.
The marina offers long-term and
overnight slip rentals for your boat
or rent a houseboat, power boat,
canoe or kayak.
The marina itself is historic as
the first and only floating building
project in the world to receive
GOLD LEED certification. The
floating eco-friendly structure
features sustainable modular construction and state-of-the-art energy-efficient and environmentally
responsible materials and fixtures.
Decking is made of a composite
of rice hulls and recycled plastic
and the exterior stucco is made of
recycled tires. The marina is full
service offering everything from
houseboat, powerboat and jet ski
rentals to life jackets repair and
other supplies
*****
ISLEY BROTHERS AT THE
DESERT ARENA IN PRIMM
Tickets are on sale now for The
Isley Brothers in concert on Saturday, Feb. 17 at the Star of the Desert
Arena in Primm. Guests will enjoy
R&B classics from the Grammy
Award-winning artist including
“For The Love of You,” “That
Lady,” “This Old Heart of Mine”
and “It’s Your Thing.” Doors open
at 7 p.m., and the show begins at 8
p.m. Tickets start at $30.
Originally from Cincinnati,
Ohio, The Isley Brothers are known
across the globe for their diverse
career that spans over half a century. Current members, Ronald and
Ernie Isley make up the R&B duo
that remains one of music’s most
influential groups. The Isley’s success can be attributed to their ability
to stay true to their R&B roots,
while still appealing to mainstream
culture, which is proven with
their frequently covered classics

“Shout,” “It’s Your Thing” and
“That Lady.” They earned the Soul
Train Music Quincy Jones Award
for Career Achievement in 2001,
an American Music Award for Favorite Duo in 2003, BET Lifetime
Achievement Award in 2004, Soul
Train Music Award for Best R&B
Single in 2002, and a Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award in 2014.
“The Isley Brothers performing
classic R&B hits on the Star of the
Desert Arena stage is going to be an
unforgettable experience for concert goers,” said Shana Gerety, vice
president of marketing at Primm
Valley Casino Resorts. “What better
way to reminisce with family and
friends than seeing your favorite
artist live!”
For tickets, visit primmvalleyresorts.com or call the Star of
the Desert Arena Box Office at

702.386.7867. Box office hours of
operation are Tuesday to Friday 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturday 10 a.m.
to 8:30 p.m.
*****
ONE7 COMMUNICATIONS
WELCOMES RAW FITNESS
TO AGENCY ROSTER
Raw Fitness Las Vegas and its
affiliate Advanced Physique Nutrition (APN) Supplements have
selected one7 communications as
agency of record to develop and
implement strategic public relations
and marketing campaigns for its fitness facility locations and premier
nutrition line.
Founded in 2010 by Chief Executive Officer Justin Blum, Raw
Fitness delivers results with its expert-developed fitness and nutrition
programs featuring an integrated
mix of High-Intensity Interval

Training (HIIT) workouts, weight
lifting, cardio and more. The originators of the six-week weight loss
challenge and their advanced FIT in
42 program, Raw Fitness provides
members with specialized eating
plans, body composition analysis
consultations, one-on-one nutrition
coaching, certified personal trainers, group classes and a network of
supportive community members
to ensure individual success. Raw
Fitness currently operates five Las
Vegas locations including Raw
Fitness Southwest, Raw Fitness
Northwest, Raw Fitness Gramercy,
Raw Fitness St. Rose, and Raw
Fitness Green Valley, with a sixth
location slated to open by summer
of 2018.
To further support Raw Fitness
members with their health and
fitness goals, Blum developed
APN supplements in 2016. The
non-hormonal, non-GMO product
line offers an array of performance-enhancing supplements
including branched-chain amino
acids (BCAA’s) for muscle recovery, lactose and gluten-free whey
protein isolate powders, energizing
pre-workout formulas and CRAVE
protein bars which became mass
produced throughout the U.S. early
this year.
*****
THE DISTRICT AT GREEN
VALLEY RANCH ASKS
HENDERSON RESIDENTS
TO “BRAVE THE SHAVE”
TO HELP END
CHILDHOOD CANCER
The District at Green Valley
Ranch and two of its retailers —
Me Gusta Tacos and Life Realty
— have partnered with The St.
Baldrick’s Foundation, a charity
dedicated to combatting childhood
cancer — and they’re asking for the
Henderson community’s help. On
March 3rd, the organizations are
jointly hosting a “Brave the Shave”
event at The District at Green
Valley Ranch which will include
live music, giveaways, and food
and drink specials from Me Gusta
Tacos, Whist Stove & Spirits, and
many other District at Green Valley
Ranch retailers. The first 50 people
who sign up for a free head-shaving
during the event will also receive
a $25 shopping center gift card.
Help us help the children … Will
you volunteer? Donate? Become
a shavee?
The District at Green Valley
Ranch — Saturday, March 3rd,
from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m.
“Brave the Shave” Event to Be
Held in the Courtyard Off Main
Street, 2225 Village Walk Drive,
Henderson, NV 89052.
Mike Kermani is an entertainment writer for the Las Vegas
Tribune newspaper. He writes a
weekly column in this newspaper.
To contact Mike Kermani, email
mkermani@ lasvegas tribune.com
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Jim Belushi, Board of Comedy
friends return to Laugh Factory

By Jerry Fink
Las Vegas Tribune
Jim Belushi returns with his
Board of Comedy friends after a
successful weekend at the Tropicana’s Laugh Factory last year.
Belushi will perform two shows
on Saturday, Feb 17, and Sunday at
8:30 and 10:30 p.m.
Ticket Prices From $44.95
*****

TAPE FACE TO DEBUT
NEW RESIDENCY IN
“HOUSE OF TAPE”
After two successful limited
engagements in 2017, modern-day
mime and comedian, Tape Face is
returning to Las Vegas.
The “America’s Got Talent”
alumnus has announced a multiyear residency at Harrah’s Las
Vegas, beginning Friday, March
16 at 7 p.m.
“Performing in Vegas last year
was a dream, but to be able to return and perform in my very own
custom venue in Vegas is beyond
words,” said Sam Wills, Tape Face
creator and actor. “House of Tape is
definitely a tick off my bucket list!”
Although his show contains no
dialogue, his return to Sin City will
be louder than ever. In conjunction
with his new show, Harrah’s Las
Vegas will premiere a uniquely
customized theater for Tape Face’s
return called “House of Tape.”
An intimate, 200-seat venue, the
brand-new showroom will be easily accessible from Harrah’s main
gaming floor.
“House of Tape will be an immersive experience that transports
audiences into the world of Tape
Face,” said Damian Costa, Caesars
Entertainment vice president of
entertainment operations. “This
uniquely, curated venue will usher
in a new form of entertainment to
our world-class entertainment lineup at Harrah’s Las Vegas.”

Tape Face’s show is an eccentric, whimsical experience that can
be enjoyed by audiences of many
different backgrounds, ages and
languages. The America’s Got Talent sensation does not speak at all in
his show and his message of being
true to self can be heard clearly
through his amusing routines using
sounds, music and laughter.
Ticket prices begin at $63, plus
applicable tax and fees. VIP seats
including a meet and greet with
Tape Face are also available for
$99 plus applicable tax and fees.
Tickets are available at any Las
Vegas Caesars Entertainment Box
Office, by phone at (702) 777-2782
or by visiting ticketmaster.com.
Show begins at 7 p.m. and is dark
on Mondays.
About Tape Face
A former circus and street performer in his native New Zealand,
Sam Wills has been performing as
Tape Face since 2008.
The season 11 America’s Got
Talent finalist spent 2016 and
2017 touring the world. From the
world-famous Las Vegas Strip to
London’s West End at the historic Garrick Theatre, this eccentric, modern silent stand-up is an
award-winning show that audiences
all over the world can’t stop talking
about.
Tape Face kicked off 2018 already touring, premiering a brandnew show at World Buskers Festival in Christchurch. For more
information visit tapeface.tv or
connect at Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and YouTube.
*****
JAZZ FUNK SOUL TO BRING
GOOD TIME GROOVES
TO THE FOUNDRY
Jazz Funk Soul, the musical
sensation backed by Grammy-nominated Jeff Lorber, Paul Jackson Jr.
and fan favorite, Everette Harp, will
perform at The Foundry inside SLS
Las Vegas on Saturday, Feb. 17.
Jazz fans will be treated to the
moving melodies of composer and
producer, Lorber, whose innovation
has led him to work with legends
such as Dave Koz and Kenny G.
With a celebration of different
styles of music, the Grammy-nominated pianist will showcase his ability to harmoniously fuse together an
eclectic range of sounds.
Harp will also take the stage
with a unique and soulful approach
to provide soul enthusiasts with a
refreshing take on classic tones.
Harp’sdistinguished ability to blend
jazz, R&B, funk, and pop initiated

the music industry veteran’s collaborations with household names including Aretha Franklin, Billy Joel,
Anita Baker and Luther Vandross.
Grammy-nominated Jackson Jr.,
one of the most recorded guitarists in the world, will also fill the
venue with fervent sounds. Best
known for his top hit, “I Came to
Play,” Jackson Jr. has also been
recognized as a contributing asset
to Daft Punk’s “Random Access
Memories” album, which topped
the charts at number one in 104
countries.
Reserved seating tickets start at
$39.50, excluding taxes and fees.
Doors open at 7 p.m. for this 21+
event.
Concert-goers are encouraged to
sign up for SLS Las Vegas’ casino
rewards program, Club 52, for exclusive benefits. More information
available at slslasvegas.com.
*****

the website at http://greatvegasbeer.
com/great-vegas-presents-beersear/.
*****
LIFE TIME ATHLETIC
TO HOST DADDY
DAUGHTER DANCE
Life Time Athletic clubs, located
in Summerlin and Green Valley,
invite fathers and daughters of all
ages to enjoy a special night at the
annual Daddy Daughter Dance
from 6 to 8 p.m. on Saturday, Feb.
24. The events will be held at both
clubs simultaneously and are open
to both members and non-members
of Life Time Athletic.
About Life Time Athletic
Summerlin
Fathers and daughters can enjoy
a night of dancing, crafts, live music and fun at Life Time Athletic
Summerlin, located at 10721 W.
Charleston Blvd.
This year’s sock hop-themed

GREAT VEGAS
FESTIVAL OF BEER TO
HOST BEER AND SEAR
CRAFT BEER AND
CULINARY ‘BEERUNCH’
AT SEARSUCKER
Motley Brews will host a preview of the next Great Vegas Festival of Beer with a Beer and Sear
craft beer and culinary ‘beerunch’ at
Searsucker Las Vegas from 11 a.m.
to 2 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 24. In
addition to exclusive beer tastings,
the event will include music and
culinary stations.
Stephen La Sala, executive chef
of Searsucker, will prepare a sampling of brunch selections to pair
with the beer offerings.
Guests attending this exclusive
event will experience a decadent
taste of what is to come at the
eighth annual Great Vegas Festival
of Beer, where Chef La Sala will
cook a variety of beer-inspired dishes created specifically for festival
guests with VIP tickets.
This year’s Great Vegas Grand
Tasting will be held on Saturday,
April 7. The Mad Craft Experience,
added to the Great Vegas lineup last
year, will be held on Friday, April 6.
Tickets to Beer and Sear are
priced at $55, plus tax and fees,
and are available for purchase on

dance will feature a buffet-style
dinner, dancing, crafts and more.
Tickets are priced at $40 per couple
for Life Time members, and $60 per
non-member couples. Additional
daughters may join for an extra $10
each. Tickets may be purchased by
contacting the Summerlin club at

702.228.2611.
About Life Time Athletic
Green Valley
Time to dive into the fun at Life
Time Green Valley, located at 121
Carnegie Street in Henderson. Fathers and daughters are invited to its
“Under the Sea” Daddy Daughter
Dance.
The event will feature a buffet-style dinner, dancing, crafts
and more. In addition, members
can dance the night away with a
Zumba class to fit each theme,
taught by one of Life Time’s fitness
instructors.
Tickets are priced at $40 per
couple for Life Time members,
and $60 per non-member couples.
Additional daughters may join for
an extra $10 each. Tickets may be
purchased by contacting the Green
Valley club at 702.802.7300.
*****
CELEBRATE CHINESE NEW
YEAR WITH A 2018
CALENDAR FROM FANTASY
The ladies of FANTASY, Luxor
Hotel and Casino’s award-winning
adult revue, will celebrate Chinese
New Year by giving a complimentary 2018 “Black & White
And Nude All Over” calendar for
all guests who attend the show on
Friday, Feb. 16.
Attendees who present their
same-day FANTASY ticket stubs

to the merchandise counter will receive one 2018 calendar at no cost.
The “Black & White and Nude All
Over” calendar was photographed
by renowned photographer and
stylist Oscar Picazo, who shot the
stunning showgirls in timeless
black and white imagery.
“This year’s calendar is classically sexy,” said Anita Mann, producer and director of FANTASY.
“Oscar Picazo beautifully styled
each of our show’s performers like
glamorous Hollywood movie stars,
and the photographs are absolutely
mind blowing.”
Additional calendars, priced at
$20, will be available for purchase
at various retail locations throughout Luxor, including the Atrium
Showroom, and on FANTASY’s
website, fantasyluxor.com.
Following the show, guests are
invited to a meet and greet opportunity with the cast for photos and
autographs. Tickets are available
for purchase at the Luxor box office, online at fantasyluxor.com or
by calling 702.262.4400.
*****
Jerry Fink is an entertainment
columnist for the Las Vegas Tribune
newspaper and writes a weekly column. To contact Fink, email him at
jfink@ lasvegastribune.com.

LifestyLes
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Interview with Robert Tromly, Manager, RA Sushi

Which Foods Are Natural Aphrodisiacs?
By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by Sandy Zimmerman
What ingredient combinations make a
delicious aphrodisiac sushi roll?
How couples can keep it Hot Like Wasabi
with couples’ sushi rolling class?
It is interesting to consider food as natural aphrodisiacs, a way to add spice to your
relationship.
Robert: “Aphrodisiacs have different
purposes, salmon is an oily fish packed with
omega3 fatty acids which gives stamina,
increased circulation and lots of protein. Seaweed is an aphrodisiac loaded with iodine, it
heightens your passion. Tuna is another fish
with fatty acids. Our special ‘Soy Crazy for
You Sushi Roll’ includes strawberries with
vitamin c, sweet lobster, rice and cucumbers.”
SZ: “All in one roll! I like the name, “Soy
Crazy for you”. What a big sushi roll.”
Robert: “Its fun to make the roll and fun to
eat, gives you stamina and passion.”
SZ: “These same ingredients are great
to prepare other foods besides sushi rolls?
Robert: “We use these ingredients in several rolls and dishes.”
SZ: “I love strawberries and lobster.”
Robert: “You can share the “Soy Crazy
for You Sushi Roll” as well as our other
rolls and almost all of our dishes. There are
multiple pieces.”
SZ: “Perfect, people don’t have to order
two, one is enough.”
FOOD FACTS:
Salmon and other oily fish are packed
with Omega-3 fatty acids that are known to
increase circulation and boost mood. These
types of popular sushi fish are also packed
with protein for energy and stamina. Avocadoes and the iodine in seaweed are sources of
Vitamin E which produce hormones that trigger a sense of passion. The warming effects
of sushi’s accompaniments — ginger and
wasabi — are known to stimulate the senses
and the heart rate. Bright red strawberries are
romantic on their own.
Sometimes there are psychological and
physiological effect. Warming spices like
ginger or chilies can raise body temperatures
and release endorphins while sparkling wines
and champagne certainly help to get you in
the mood.
RA Sushi’s February menu will highlight
ingredients — like salmon, avocado, asparagus, ginger, wasabi, seaweed, lobster and
strawberries — with natural properties that
are all but guaranteed to spice things up.
Couples can learn to prepare sushi rolls
together!
HAPPY HOUR: Special prices from 3 to
7 p.m. and 10 p.m. to closing; Lunch Menu,
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., is on the lighter side
including rice bowls.
Complimentary registration to receive
discount coupons and announcements of
new items.
RA Sushi Bar & Restaurant, on the street
side of the Fashion Show Mall, across from
the WYNN Hotel, 3200 Las Vegas Blvd.,

ROBERT TROMLY, MANAGER, RA SUSHI BAR & RESTAURANT
South. For information, call 702-696-0008. and more. Sandy is talk show host of Sandy Vegas restaurant? Does it have an American,
www.rasushi.com
Zimmerman’s Las Vegas TV. For information, Japanese, French, Chinese, Indian, Spanish,
*****
questions, or to recommend subjects, please BBQ, buffet, or other menu? Send the name
Award-winning syndicated columnist call (702)-515-0846, FACEBOOK@SZLVTV of your fave restaurant, your name, telephone
Sandy Zimmerman is a Show and Dining re- or email www.sandyzimm2003@yahoo.com. number, email and you may win tickets to a
viewer as well as travel, health, luxury living ANNOUNCEMENT: Do you have a fave Las Las Vegas show or other prizes.

Vegetable Tempura Roll.

“Viva Las Vegas Sushi Roll”

“Soy Crazy for You Sushi Roll” — Lobster, strawberries, rice, and cucumbers.

The twinkling red lanterns create a romantic atmosphere in the sushi bar and restaurant.
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Must-Do Vegas Day Trip:
Amargosa Opera House, Café and Hotel
By Marianne Donnelly
Las Vegas Tribune
“Your jaw drops... you can’t
imagine why Marta Becket, a
successful New York ballet dancer (transplanted to Death Valley
Junction 90 miles from Las Vegas)
painted magnificent Renaissance
murals on her performance-space
walls in our Mojave Desert,” says
Fred Conboy, President of the
Board of Directors at Amargosa
Opera House (AOH). Indeed!
I saw Marta’s detailed, image
embedded, multi-layered Italian oil
murals again at their recent sold-out
50th Anniversary Celebration.
Lifelong fans joined inspired-newcomers at locally-sourced farm-to-table Amargosa Café, which serves as a major
source of artesian culinary joy
while also being a source of much
needed revenue toward continuing
restoration of this once-endangered,
historic-preservation designated,
theatre-space and Inspirational
Story jewel.

Bobbi Fabian, proprietor
Amargosa Café,
Death Valley Junction, CA
Bobbi Fabian, the Cafe’s proprietor, is not only an accomplished
chef but also a professional photographer. She is passionate about all
her endeavors — which translated
to happy faces on hungry celebrants
who dined on plentiful, satisfying,
sumptuous vegan or meat-centric
dinners as part of their hard-won
celebration.
Numerous dedicated Becket
fans were thanked, including Peter
Simon, for his “life-saving and
transformative” brilliance, brains
and brawn, as he continues to deal
with hands-on challenges, both

MARIANNE DONNELLY
above and below ground, where
other angels might fear to tread!
The crowd erupted into applause
for his unswerving loyalty.
The local town-historian, Dennis
Bostwick, was acknowledged for
wearing many suits, two at once
if needed, to help this treasure
survive.
Bobbi Fabian’s name brought
cheers for her “being better than
Borax” (an inside-joke reference
to the town’s origins) as a whole
site manager.
An utmost expression of her
friendship with Marta was when
Lothian Skelton (Red Skelton’s
wife) presented an original Becket
painting back to AOH’s new costume and artifact museum.
Ms. Skelton turned down a sophisticated soiree in Los Angeles
with “Big Industry Elites” because
it was occur ring on the same night
as this celebration. Her father’s
cinematic industry-changing camera-technology was being honored
yet she chose to come to Amargosa
Opera House to remember her dear
friend Marta, instead. Now that’s
love!
Also honored were Christine
Fossemalle, ballerina-mentor, for
fundraising and evolving museum
and kiosk curations; Hank Humphreys, estate trustee and friend;
Ramon Caballaro, videography
homages.
Marta’s successor ballerina,
Hilda Vazquez, embodies Marta’s
Mandate of inspired classic artistic
skill, dedication and beauty, based
on intense classical training. Marta
felt classical studies were neglected
and that future art forms needed to
return and build upon training of
old world Masters in all disciplines,
especially painting and dance.
Among others thanked was an

NaNukes Ukuleles, March 4, at 2 p.m., $20.

(Left to right) Red Skelton, Lothian Skelton, Marta Becket, and Thomas “Wilget” Willett.
artist for her current research in
Italy to learn exacting details of
restoring these oil paintings while
keeping their integrity; life long
friends for all forms of support;
house-hotel staff, patrons, contributors, and more.

Fred Conboy, President,
Amargosa Opera House Board,
saves desert jewel.
There was an outpouring of
love and gratitude, in long, loud
cheers, for AOH Board President
Fred Conboy.
As a longtime Becket friend
and trustee, Fred continues to
extend himself in every possible
direction: as legal, architectural,
structural, financial, administrative, culture-guardian, producer,
curator, stage manager, publicist
and essential driving force. He does
this from across the country with
self-funded trips back to see what
is needed next.
And there are many things attracting his attention. He graciously
takes on each challenge and uses
a level-headed, elegant style that
encourages people to remain on
board and feel genuinely appreciated. This man is not to be underestimated. He is amazing, kind,
lightening-quick minded, friendly,
encouraging and humble.
Entertainment included Tom
Munoz’s moving original song
with video accompaniment; Aina
Balgalvis’s stirring Becket photo
collection montage; Myrna Gallle
Van Buren’s fun reminisces of
Radio City Music Hall with Marta;
Lizette Elaine Bumbesti’s hypnotic
Aerial Ballerina Dance Video; and
Sandy Scheller’s lively “Gypsy”
dance.
Marta’s soul and stage com-

50 years later, Amargosa Opera House-Hotel-Café blossoms
under new management.

Amargosa Opera House Café: local, organic farm-to-table fare.
Photo by Joanne Kim
panion, Thomas “Wilget” Willett
performances in film clips brought
smiles and sighs as his love shined
for Marta.
Hilda Vazquez performed Becket’s “Kewpie Doll” ballet as well as
the captivating “Slavonic Dance,”
which she heroically performed at
the crowded champagne reception
where her enthusiastic footwork
was enjoyed in-the-round on a ommended as their audience base
challenging rug surface! Now, is growing — attracted by fresh,
that’s the essence of a professional: inventive entertainment, ambiance
no matter the unexpected, the show and sumptuous on-site food: www.
must go on.
amargosa-opera-house.com, 1-760Despite historic storms, stuck 852-4441.
scrims, outages or mudslides, all
Join their email list for upcomof which have tried at one point ing show announcements.
or another to intervene with a proThe Amargosa Opera House is
duction, shows indeed do go on. indeed slowly blossoming, expandNothing stops AOH. Not with its ing and embracing many forms of
worldwide following and friends entertainment from various musical
for all seasons such as those at the genres to film, experimental and ex50th Anniversary Celebration.
periential theatre, comedy, mystery,
Up next, March 4, Nanukes spoken word, classics, workshops,
Ukulele Band, followed by varied classes, tours, themed weekends, as
weekend performances, including a well as keeping lineage to original
“Mystery Opera” in April.
ballets and vignettes, for which it is
Reservations are strongly rec- loved worldwide.

Marta Becket
Photo by Amargosa Opera House

Marta Becket’s exquisite Opera House paintings include a tribute to ladies
who helped fund her through hard times.

Next opera at the Amargosa Opera House
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Mayor Goodman to officiate Grand Opening and Ribbon
Cutting of Veterans Village 3 Assisted Living Residence

Arnold Stalk, Co-Founder of Veterans Village
with City of Las Vegas Mayor, Carolyn Goodman.

The new 88 bed facility will be
a first of its kind privately owned
Veterans Home in USA to include
complete wrap around services for
United States Veterans with special
care needs.
Veterans Village Las Vegas will
hold a grand opening and ribbon
cutting ceremony for their third
campus in Downtown Las Vegas,
NV. A state of the art assisted living
facility for veterans with specialized care needs providing complete
wraparound services 24/7/365.
The repurposed 28,000 square
foot building located at 100 S.
14th Street Downtown Las Vegas
is an 88-bed assisted living home
for veterans providing access to a
wide variety of healthcare services
and activities that supports an active
and independent lifestyle in a stable
living environment.
Arnold Stalk PhD, Founder Veterans Village Las Vegas Quote:
“This Veterans home will be the
first of its kind — all privately funded — in the United States. We will
provide state of the art concierge
service to our residents including
chef prepared meals, onsite medical
services complimenting holistic
and comprehensive care and social
activities that will support an independent and active lifestyle”.
When: Wednesday, February
14th, 2018 at 10:30 a.m. to 11:30
a.m.
Where: 14th Street, Las Vegas,
NV 89101
Special Guests:
—City of Las Vegas Mayor,
Carolyn G. Goodman
—Las Vegas City Councilman
Bob Coffin
—Las Vegas City Councilman
and United States Veteran, Steve
Seroka
—Mary Beth Seawald, President, METRO Chamber of Commerce
—Andy Walsh, Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Deputy Sheriff
—Richard Cherchio, Mayor Pro
Tem, City of North Las Vegas
—Mayor John Lee, City of
North Las Vegas
—Peter Guzman, President,
Latin Chamber of Commerce
*****

Clark County Wetlands Park
to host insects lecture with
focus on mosquito
prevention and control
Residents wanting to stay a
step ahead of mosquito season
this year and interested in learning
about insects are invited to attend a
Wetlands Aquatic Insects lecture at
Clark County Wetlands Park from
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. on Thursday,
Feb. 15.
The presentation will be held
in the auditorium of the Nature
Center at Clark County Wetlands

Park, 7050 Wetlands Lane, 89122.
Presenters include Chris Bramley,
vector control supervisor in Clark
County’s Public Works Department, and Vivek Raman, vector
surveillance supervisor of the
Southern Nevada Health District.
Efforts to monitor and control
mosquitoes in the Las Vegas Valley
will be discussed. Information also
will be provided about other insects
found in Wetlands Park, and the role
insects play in its ecosystem. Mosquito season normally runs from
March to November in Southern
Nevada, depending on temperatures. The warmer the temperatures,
the sooner the season begins.
Last spring, the Southern Nevada Health District confirmed
the first-ever appearance in the
Las Vegas Valley of Aedes aegypti
mosquitoes, potential carriers of
the Zika, dengue, chikungunya and
other viruses. The Health District
reported 2 cases of Zika virus in
Clark County residents in 2017
and 22 in 2016. Most were travel
related, while one case was sexually
transmitted. To date, no mosquitoes
in the local area have tested positive for the Zika virus. Mosquitoes
can become infected if they bite
an infected person while he or she
still has Zika virus in their blood.
Mosquitos testing positive for West
Nile virus have been found in the
local area every year since 2004,
except 2010. The Health District
reported 2 human cases of West
Nile virus last year.
One of the most important things
residents can do to help control
mosquito populations is to actively
watch for and eliminate mosquito
breeding sources, which can be as
little as a cup of water. Stagnant
water sources are the optimal breeding source for mosquitoes. It’s also
important to protect yourself from
mosquito bites by wearing insect repellant and covering up at dusk and
dawn, when mosquitoes are most
active, and where the insects may
be present, including yards, parks,
and undeveloped areas, especially
those where water is present.
The following recommendations
can help minimize exposure to mosquito breeding sources and bites:
—Use Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA)-registered insect
repellants containing DEET, Picaridin, IR3535, Oil of lemon eucalyptus (OLE), or 2-undecanone.
—Wear pants and long-sleeved
shirts to reduce mosquito exposure
when outdoors.
—Eliminate areas of standing
water around your home, including
non-circulating ponds, “green”
swimming pools, and accumulated
sprinkler runoff, which support
mosquito breeding. You can help
eliminate the blight and health
dangers of green pools by reporting
them to local code enforcement
agencies. If located in unincorporated Clark County, call (702) 4554191 or file a complaint through
the County website at www.ClarkCountyNV.gov. Green pools are
pools that have been neglected for
so long that their water has turned
green from algae and bacteria
and they become prime breeding
grounds for mosquitos.
—Make sure doors and windows
have tight-fitting screens without
tears or holes.
—If you are outdoors in a mosquito infested area, place mosquito
netting over infant carriers.
—Use mosquito netting when
sleeping outdoors or in an unscreened structure.
*****

Las Vegas Welcome sign
goes Red for heart disease,
stroke awareness
Clark County Commissioners
and representatives from the American Heart Association turned the
“Welcome to Fabulous Las Vegas”
sign red in recognition of National
Wear Red Day, the kickoff to the
American Heart Association’s
American Heart Month.
“Heart disease is still the No. 1
cause of death for men and women
in the United States,” Commission
Chairman Steve Sisolak said. “We
come together to bring attention to
this very serious health issue, and
remind everyone to talk to their
doctor about heart disease and
strokes.”
“About 80 percent of the deaths
linked to poor heart health are
preventable,” Commissioner Lawrence Weekly said. “This means
that together we can live longer,
healthier lives by eating better,
exercising more, and making sure
we get regular checkups.”
County Commissioners and
representatives from the American Heart Association turned on
red light bulbs installed on the
world-famous “Welcome” sign
during a brief ceremony in front of
the sign today.
The light bulbs, which are usually yellow, surround the border of
the sign. Like the famed Las Vegas
Strip, the “Welcome to Fabulous
Las Vegas” sign is in unincorporated Clark County.
*****
Registration open for 5K&
1K Fun Run celebrating 5th
anniversary of Wetlands
Park Nature Center
Clark County Wetlands Park is
celebrating the 5th anniversary of
the opening of its popular Nature
Center complex by hosting a Nature Fun Run and Stroll, 5K and
1K, starting at 9 a.m. on Saturday,
March 3. Participants can register
online on the Wetlands Park website at www.ccwetlandspark.com.
The Early Bird entry fee for the
event is $25 through Feb. 13. Fees
increase after that. Participants will
receive a t-shirt, bib and raffle entry
and is limited to 250 participants.
KLAS-TV’s Nate Tannenbaum will
serve as master of ceremonies for
the Nature Fun Run and Stroll. The
route of this untimed event winds
through uneven terrain in some of
the most scenic areas of the Nature
Preserve. People and strollers are
welcome, dogs are not. Sponsors
include The Nature Conservancy,
Land Rover Las Vegas, RealWater
and Sparkling Ice.
In addition to the Nature Fun
Run and Stroll, participants and
the public are welcome to enjoy a
celebration from 9 a.m. to 12 noon
at the Clark County Wetlands Park
Nature Center. Festivities, hosted
by Wetlands Park and the Department of Parks and Recreation
include live animal interactions,
games and activities for children,
light refreshments, music and raffle.
Raffle items include nature art from

local artists, tickets to Las Vegas
Little Theater, golf for four at the
Club at Sunrise, Sporting Clays
Outing for four at the Clark County
Shooting Complex, swim passes,
and more.
“The opening five years ago of
the Nature Center at Clark County
Wetlands Park was a milestone for
our community because it made
the natural beauty and resources
of Wetlands Park more accessible
to the public,” said Clark County
Commission Vice Chair Chris
Giunchigliani, whose District E includes the park. “The Nature Center
and its Exhibit Hall provide a fun
and educational setting to learn
about the unique role that wetlands
areas have in Southwestern region
of the United States and in our local
history and desert ecosystem.”
The Clark County Wetlands
Park Nature Center serves as the
visitation hub for the 2,900-acre
Wetlands Park. Located at 7050
Wetlands Park Lane, about 1 mile
east of Boulder Highway and Tropicana Avenue, the 45,000-squarefoot complex includes the exhibit
gallery, 85-seat auditorium, and
information center. A deck outside
the Nature Center offers panoramic views of the 210-acre Nature
Preserve, which has six miles of
hiking trails. The creation of the
2,900-acre Clark County Wetlands
Park dates to the 1990s. It was
formally established in 2001 to preserve natural wetlands and habitat
area for wildlife, and to improve
water quality and control erosion
along the Las Vegas Wash. The
park is home to approximately 310
species of birds and more than 70
species of mammals and reptiles.
The Nature Center is open 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m. seven days a week. The
phone number is: (702) 455-7522.
Outdoor park hours are sunrise to
sunset.
Since the Nature Center opened
on April 20, 2013, almost 138,000
people have visited the facility and
more than one million visitors have
been drawn to the Park. The Nature
Center has nearly quadrupled the
number of its program offerings
since 2013. In 2013 the Park hosted
127 programs and in 2017 more
than 415 programs and events were
offered reaching over 15,000 participants. As the demand grows for
parks and open space, the Wetlands
Park Nature Center has been able to
provide award winning programs
and facilities surrounded by natural
areas for enjoying wildlife, hiking
and a place to get away from it all.
*****
‘Reimagine Boulder
Highway’ campaign kicks
off with resident survey
How should a 14-mile stretch of
historic Boulder Highway function
for future travelers, pedestrians and
cyclists? That’s what the Regional
Transportation Commission of
Southern Nevada (RTC) wants to
know via a study that will consider
both technical input and community
feedback. This is a collaborative
effort with the Nevada Department

of Transportation, Clark County,
the City of Las Vegas, and the City
of Henderson.
Built in 1931, Boulder Highway
was developed as a highway in an
open, relatively uninhabited area of
town. While that same area is now
home to hundreds of businesses
and services and thousands of
residents, the roadway is relatively
unchanged. The result? One-tenth
of all pedestrian fatalities statewide
occur on Boulder Highway.
This critical study will focus on
improving pedestrian safety as a
top priority, while also developing
recommendations for a Reimagined
Boulder Highway to improve safety
and mobility in these areas:
—Pedestrian facilities
—Bicycle access
—Transit service
—Traffic management
—Technology solutions suitable
for the corridor
—Economic development
The RTC is actively seeking input from residents, business owners
and community leaders to incorporate into long-term recommendations that will be released later this
year. A survey is available now to
help gage specific concerns and
potential solutions for the corridor.
As a partner in the study, the Nevada Department of Transportation
(NDOT) is working now on interim
pedestrian improvements that are
expected to break ground in April.
Have additional questions or
input? Visit the project website
at rtcsnv.com/boulderhighway
or email us at boulderhighway@
rtcsnv.com.
*****
SLS Las Vegas slam dunks
with Hoops Madness
viewing parties at Umami
Burger, Beer Garden
and Sports Book
Umami Burger, Beer Garden &
Sports Book at SLS Las Vegas will
host four days of Hoops Madness
viewing parties complete with
merchandise giveaways and open
bar and hosted food packages from
Thursday, March 15 to Sunday,
March 18.
Packages start at $50 per person
with seating in the Beer Garden,
paired with an open bar. Other
packages include food and beverage credits starting at $150 per
person, with options to sit inside
Umami Burger or outside at the
Beer Garden bar, as well as table
seating. The full listing of packages and reservations is available at
www.slslasvegas.com
Umami offers more than 50 TVs
throughout the venue, in addition
to an extensive craft beer selection
and an outdoor Beer Garden with
views overlooking the Strip. Guests
may choose from a full menu of
offerings including variety of Umami-style burgers with house sauces,
beef barbacoa loaded nachos, buffalo chicken wings, crispy chicken
fingers, fries, salads and even a
warm chocolate chunk cookie for
dessert.
Open bar packages include well
drinks, Bud Light and house brew.
Package prices include tax and
gratuity. Basketball fans are encouraged to sign up for SLS Las Vegas’
casino rewards program, Club 52,
for exclusive benefits. SLS Las
Vegas always offers complimentary
covered parking and valet services.
*****
City Beat is a compilation of
news and views of our editorial
and writing team, along with reader
submissions and topics. Readers
are invited to suggest a local topic
or any other items of interest.
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Leadership in a word: Resolve
By Doug Dickerson
“Wise to resolve, and patient to
perform.” — Homer
Word study
1 obsolete : dissolve, melt
4a : to deal with successfully :
clear up
—resolve doubts
—resolve a dispute
b : to find an answer to
c : to make clear or understandable
d : to find a mathematical solution of
e : to split up into two or more
components especially in assigned
directions
—resolve a vector
5: to reach a firm decision about
—resolve to get more sleep
—resolve disputed points in a
text
Source: Merriam-Webster
A word about resolve
As in many words that come to
mind when one thinks of leadership, resolve is one that continuously makes the list. It’s in our resolve
that we made as leaders.
I was reminded of a story I heard

DoUg DICkErsoN
about President Abraham Lincoln.
The final draft of the Emancipation
Proclamation was taken to Lincoln at noon on January 1, 1863.
Twice the president picked up his
pen to sign it, and twice he laid
it down. Turning to Secretary of
State William Seward, he said, “I
have been shaking hands since 9:00
this morning, and my right arm is
almost paralyzed. If my name ever
goes into history, it will be for this

act, and my whole soul is in it. If
my hand trembles when I sign the
proclamation, all who examine the
document hereafter will say, ‘He
hesitated.’”
The president then took up the
pen again and slowly but firmly
wrote, “Abraham Lincoln.” That
historic act endeared Lincoln to the
world as the Great Emancipator.
While the things you do may not
rise to the level of the Emancipation
Proclamation, resolve, nonetheless,
is crucial to your success as a leader.
Many things will compete for your
time and attention. Distraction will
come your way. Tough and unpopular decisions will be yours to make.
Your resolve in these times is what
will see you through. So here are
a few points of clarity to help you
define your resolve with yourself
and with the people you lead.
Resolve to listen
to your people
What makes you a leader of
significance is found not so much
in your ability to talk but in how
well you listen. Listening is a lost
art in communication. Resolve to

BEHIND THE MIKE

Lebanese Twins

By Michael A. Aun
I have to restrain myself from
writing too often about my grandchildren. I plead guilty for being
like most of my fellow grandparents
— just proud.
My granddaughters, Ashley and
Ava, could almost pass for being
twins. Their activities mirror one
another. They are more like twins
than my twin grandsons Cameron
(Yogi) and Keenan (Spike). Go
figure.
When I send my annual Christmas photo to friends and clients, I
am often asked “How many twins
are there in your family?” Cory and
Jason are my twin sons.
Ashley and Ava are Cory and
Casey’s daughters and happen to be
two years apart. Yogi and Spike are
twins by my third son, Christopher
and his wife Viviana. Ironically,
I had ten brothers and sisters and
my wife had seven siblings. None
in either family are twins.
Over the holidays, the gang did
their usual assault on our home.
Ashley proceeded to write, produce
and act in a film. She wrote a script
about a cruise ship. Her sister Ava
was the owner/operator of the Sea
Ship Restaurant, complete with a
menu. The cruise ship even had
a daily newspaper, which Ashley
also wrote and edited a properly
formatted word document that had
imaginary reviews of the restaurant.
Ashley fashioned the entire film
on her cell phone, complete with
sub titles. She made a couple of
rookie mistakes, accidentally cutting the phone off in the middle of a
scene. No problem, just produce an
Act II/Intermission concept. Adapt
don’t adopt.
Both girls are voracious readers
but where does this kind of imagination come from? They each play
on the same “pink” basketball team,
which manages to occasionally win.
Once in a while, they even score.
They are also mirror images
of one another, playing the violin,
reading countless books and quietly
starring in one another’s fantasies.
Ashley even had a violin duet this
year. They are not Irish Twins in
the true definition of the slang term,

MICHAEL A. AUN
but they are the next best thing, a
new term I have coined… Lebanese
Twins!
Yogi and Spike, on the other
hand, are night-and-day twins.
Yeah, they look alike but each
marches to his own drumbeat, thus
the adjective phrase. Yogi, who
looks like me, also acts like me
but he is not nearly as obnoxious.
Spike, on the other hand, is quiet
and reserved and enjoys playing
silently entertaining himself.
The pair invades the home front
every Sunday afternoon fully intent
on moving everything that is not
nailed down. This is what two year
olds do, so we take it in stride. I
soundly sleep every Sunday night
despite having to take a leg cramp
pill because I mistakenly think I can
keep up with them.

It is virtually impossible for
an adult to keep pace with a two
year old. Their endless energy is
matched only by their enormous
appetite to learn about new things.
Right or wrong, success or failure,
victory or defeat, no matter they
challenge the moment. They have
finally caught on when I tell them
something is above their “pay
grade.”
In studying the inquisitive mind
of a two year old, what would the
possibilities be? It seems that the
older we get the more reserved we
are in our approach to life. Some of
us even get to the point where we
just settle and accept the status quo.
The most popular words a two
year old uses is “no” and “why.”
My own twin sons used to drive me
crazy with their questions. By the
time they were five years old, they
knew the wing span of every kind
of aircraft ever built in the history
of aviation.
Their constant questions would
drive me nuts. “Dad, why is the
sky blue?” Don’t know… I guess
God was a Tar Heel. Sometimes
I would simply surrender and say
“Go ask your mother… she knows
everything!”
*****
Michael Aun is a syndicated
columnist and writes a weekly column for this newspaper. To contact
Michael Aun, email him at maun@
lasvegastribune.com.

resolve as a leader.
Resolve quotes
“Resolve never to quit, never to
give up, no matter what the situation.” — Jack Nicklaus
“Resolve to learn something
new everyday. Because every 24
hours, you have the opportunity to
have the best day of your company’s
life.” — Harvey Mackay
“Your success and happiness
lies in you. Resolve to keep happy,
and your joy and you shall form an
invincible host against difficulties.”
— Helen Keller
“Determination gives you the
resolve to keep going in spite of
roadblocks that lay before you.” —
Denis Waitley
A final word
A leader’s resolve, I believe, is
one of the noblest of characteristics
he or she possesses. With it, you can
lead with integrity and authority. In
many areas of your leadership, you
will be required to summon resolve.
Courageously embrace it.
*****
Doug Dickerson is a syndicated
columnist. He writes a weekly column for this newspaper. To contact
Doug Dickerson, email him at
ddickerson@ lasvegastribune.com.
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listen more.
Resolve to believe
the best in your people
The people you lead not only
need your ear but they also need
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Social Security awareneSS

Three sad facts about Social Security

America’s most important social program isn’t in the best shape.

By Sean Williams
Motley Fool
It could be rightly argued that
Social Security is America’s most
important social program. Not to
take any light away from Medicare,
but there’s simply no program out
there more directly responsible
for keeping retired workers out of
poverty than Social Security. According to the Center on Budget and
Policy Priorities, Social Security’s
monthly stipends ensure that 15.1
million seniors remain above the
federal poverty line.
However, Social Security isn’t
as glorious as it might appear on
the surface. It harbors three sad
facts that working Americans and
retirees need to come to terms with.
1. Social Security is in deep
trouble
The first cold hard truth about
Social Security is that it’s in deep
trouble. Though retirees having
been counting on Social Security’s
consistently for nearly eight decades, the program itself is just 16
years away from a major change.
According to the 2017 report
from the Social Security Board of
Trustees, the Old-Age, Survivors,
and Disability Insurance Trust will
begin paying out more in benefits
than it’s collecting in revenue
beginning in 2022. That means
the projected $3 trillion in asset
reserves will also begin to dwindle.
It’s expected to take just 12 years,
until 2034, before Social Security’s asset reserves are completely
exhausted.
What does that mean exactly?
The good news is it doesn’t mean
Social Security is going bankrupt.
Since a vast majority of revenue is
derived from the 12.4 percent payroll tax on earned income, working
Americans will continue to fund
Social Security ad infinitum, barring a fundamental change in how
the program is funded by Congress.
However, it does mean that
the current payout schedule isn’t
sustainable. Estimates from the
Trustees report call for an acrossthe-board cut to benefits of up
to 23 percent by 2034 should no
additional revenue be raised or cuts
passed along. That would slash the
current average payout of $1,404 a
month down to just $1,081 a month,
in current dollars.
And if you’re looking for a single factor to blame for this mess,
don’t. it’s a combination of multiple
factors that includes:
—The ongoing retirement of
baby boomers, which is pressuring
the worker-to-beneficiary ratio;
—A steady lengthening in life
expectancies since Social Security
came into existence;
—Growing income inequality,
which is allowing higher-income
folks to live longer, and draw a
bigger monthly payout, than lower-income people;
—Years of Federal Reserve-induced monetary easing that reduced
the interest earning power of Social
Security’s asset reserves; and
—Congress’ inability to agree
on anything.
2. Most seniors are way too
reliant on Social Security income
The second sad fact is that seniors are currently, and expected
to remain, far too reliant on Social
Security income during retirement.

According to the Social Security
Administration, the average retired
worker should expect to have about
40 percent of their working wages

replaced by the program. There is,
of course, some wiggle room in
there based on your lifetime earnings. For example, if you’re a high

income-earner, you might have
about 25 percent of your working
wages replaced. Comparatively, if
you’re a lower wage-earner, Social

Security might replace more than
50 percent of your working wages.
However, the data shows that
most folks lean quite heavily on
Social Security. In total, 62 percent
of retired workers rely on Social
Security for at least half of their
monthly income, while 34 percent
of retirees expect it to provide 90
percent to 100 percent of their
monthly income, per the Social Security Administration. Both figures
are way too high, especially considering that in the previous point we
discussed the growing possibility
that benefits could be cut by up to
23 percent within the next 16 years.
Making matters even worse,
St. Louis Federal Reserve data
shows that personal saving rates in
America are a paltry 2.4 percent as
of December 2017. That’s a nearly
13-year low, and it’s just 0.5 percent
away from tying the all-time record
low. American workers aren’t saving much at all, and that’s a really
(See Williams, Page 24)
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Why smart people take Social Security at 62

There are four big reasons it makes sense to claim your benefits ASAP!

Williams

they still can.
More than one-third of current
retirees responding to a Nationwide retirement survey said health
problems were stopping them from
having the retirement they had
hoped for. Among recent retirees
responding to that same survey, 80
percent indicated their health issues
occurred earlier than planned.
While a small number of retirees
— around 23 percent — said they
wished they had waited to claim
Social Security so they would
have more money to handle health
issues, claiming benefits before
you’re sick means you’ll have
more cash to enjoy life while you
still can.
Ideally, you should make a plan
to cover healthcare later in your retirement years — such as investing
in a health savings account — and
use your Social Security income
starting at 62 to indulge your passions before it’s too late.

3. If you wait, you may not live
long enough to break even
One of the best arguments for
delaying Social Security benefits
is that you’ll have a larger guaranteed income for the rest of your life
once you eventually begin claiming
benefits. The problem is, you’ll also
have a number of years when you
get $0 in benefits that you’d have
otherwise received.
You need to account for these
missed benefits when you factor in
whether you should delay claiming.
There’s some simple math you can
do to find out how long it will take
you to break even if you delay benefits. You can also refer to this chart,
which shows the number of years it
would take to make up for missed
benefits with extra income you get
by delaying your claim.
If your benefit at a full retirement age of 67 would be $1,404,
claiming at 62 would reduce your
benefit to $983 — but you’d get five

NORTH AMER I CA’S

extra years of benefits. It would take
you 11.7 years of receiving a higher
benefit starting at 67 to make up
for those years of missed benefits.
You’d be 78.7 before you broke
even. The only problem is, a 2017
report from the National Center for
Health Statistics estimated average
life expectancy for Americans in
2016 at 78.6.
Sure, you might live longer —
but you might not. And if you don’t
live long enough to break even,
you’ve given up extra income that
could have made the life you did
have left more enjoyable.
4. Rising costs of living mean
future benefits buy less
A dollar today is worth more
than a dollar tomorrow, thanks to
inflation. This is true of Social Security benefits, too. While benefits
are supposed to keep pace with
rising costs due to an annual costof-living adjustment, the metric
(See Bieber, Page 25)
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(Continued from Page 23)
big problem for Social Security.
3. Most people don’t understand basic Social Security concepts
Finally, to top things off, most
folks don’t know very much about
Social Security. This sad fact means
that in addition to the program facing imminent problems within the
next two decades, workers’ lack of
knowledge could be causing them
to leave money on the table.
An informal, 10-question, truefalse online survey conducted by
MassMutual Financial Group in
2015 found that only 28 percent
of more than 1,500 respondents
passed (i.e., got at least seven out
of 10 questions correct). What’s
more, just one person answered all
10 questions correctly. Remember,
passing isn’t good enough, because
one incorrect answer could be the
difference between leaving money
on the table and making sure you
get every cent you deserve.
For example, a 2017 survey
from Fidelity found that only 26
percent of respondents knew their
full retirement age. If you’d classify
yourself among the 74 percent who
didn’t know, your full retirement
age is the age at which the Social
Security Administration deems you
eligible to receive 100 percent of
your retirement benefit. It’s also
determined by your birth year.
Knowing your full retirement age is
imperative if you’re to understand
how much you’ll be paid from
Social Security during retirement...
yet 74 percent people have no idea
what their full retirement age is.
That’s frightening.
Knowing this, it’s perhaps not
too shocking then that 60 percent
of seniors enroll for benefits between ages 62 and 64, which is
well before their full retirement age.
Benefits can begin at age 62, or any
point thereafter, but they grow on a
monthly and annual basis for those
who wait, until age 70. It means that
seniors claiming between ages 62
and 64 are accepting a permanent
double-digit percentage decrease
in their monthly payout of up to 30
percent, depending on when they
claim and their birth year.
*****
Sean Williams has been A Fool
since 2010, and a graduate from
UC San Diego with a B.A. in Economics, Sean specializes in the
healthcare sector and investment
planning. You’ll often find him
writing about Obamacare, marijuana, drug and device development,
Social Security, taxes, retirement
issues and general macroeconomic

were around 2.6 percent less likely
to die during the next five years
compared with men who stayed in
the workforce, while other research
found extra years of retirement reduced the risk of serious conditions,
such as heart disease, by as much
as 20 percent. That research noted
the “retirement effect on health is
beneficial and significant.”
Smart people who want to reap
these benefits of early retirement
will claim Social Security at 62, if
that’s what it takes to make leaving
the workforce possible.
2. Claiming early makes retirement more enjoyable
Early retirement tends to be the
most enjoyable part of retirement
for most seniors because they’re
still young and healthy enough to
do activities they enjoy. Because
these activities — like travel —
require money, smart people claim
benefits at 62 so they’ll be able to
do the activities they want while
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By Christy Bieber
Motley Fool
When should you claim Social
Security benefits? That’s tough to
answer, especially since 91 percent
of older adults don’t understand the
factors that determine how much
their Social Security benefits will
be.
You can claim Social Security
benefits any time starting at age 62,
but your standard benefit amount is
based on retiring at full retirement
age (FRA) — which is 67 if you
were born after 1960. For each
month before FRA that you claim
benefits, benefits will be reduced,
while benefits will increase for
each month you delay after FRA,
up until age 70.
Because Social Security provides guaranteed income for life,
many financial experts advise you
wait as long as possible to claim
your benefits. But there’s also an
argument to be made that smart
people claim benefits at 62 instead
of putting off their claim. Here are
four reasons why it makes sense to
claim Social Security as soon as
possible.
1. Claiming early makes early
retirement possible
Claiming Social Security when
you’re 62 could make early retirement affordable when it wouldn’t
otherwise be.
If you’re miserable at work — or
can’t work anymore due to health
issues or an inability to find a job
— claiming Social Security so you
can leave the workforce could save
your sanity or your life.
Even if you don’t hate your job,
studies have shown a link between
early retirement and improved
health outcomes.
One Dutch study found men
who had taken early retirement
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When is a good time to start
your Social Security benefits?

By Barbara Duckett
Social Security Public Affairs
Specialist in Las Vegas
After a lifetime of working, you deserve
a comfortable retirement. For over 80 years,
Social Security has been helping people
shape their future, assisting them with a variety of benefits. It’s up to you as to when you
can start retirement benefits. You could start
them a little earlier or wait until your “full
retirement age,” or delay retirement to get
extra money each month. There are benefits
to either decision.
Full retirement age refers to the age when
a person can receive their Social Security
benefits without any reduction, even if they
are still working part or full time. In other
words, you don’t actually need to stop working to get your full benefits.
For people who reach age 62 in 2018
(i.e., those born between January 2, 1956
and January 1, 1957), full retirement age is
66 and four months. Full retirement age was
age 65 for many years. However, due to a
law passed by Congress in 1983, it has been
gradually increasing, beginning with people
born in 1938 or later, until it reaches 67 for
everybody born after 1959.
You can learn more about the full retirement age and find out how to look up your
own at http://www.socialsecurity.gov/planners/retire/retirechart.html.
You can start receiving Social Security
benefits as early as age 62 or any time after
that. The longer you wait, the higher your
monthly benefit will be, although it stops increasing at age 70. Your monthly benefits will

be reduced permanently if you start them any
time before your full retirement age. For example, if you start receiving benefits in 2018
at age 62, your monthly benefit amount will
be reduced permanently by nearly 27 percent.
On the other hand, if you wait to start
receiving your benefits until after your full
retirement age, then your monthly benefit
will be higher. The amount of this increase
is two-thirds of one percent for each month

–– or eight percent for each year –– that you
delay receiving them until you reach age
70. The choices you make may affect any
benefit your spouse or children can receive
on your record, too. If you receive benefits
early, it may reduce their potential benefit,
as well as yours.
You need to be as informed as possible
when making any decision about receiving
Social Security benefits. Read the publication

When to Start Receiving Retirement Benefits
at http://www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs/EN05-10147.pdf.
When to start receiving retirement benefits
is a personal decision based on your own situation. Check out our Retirement Checklist at
http://www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs/EN-0510377.pdf to learn about additional factors
to consider as you think about when to start
receiving your retirement benefits.
If you decide to receive benefits before
you reach full retirement age, you should
also understand how continuing to work can
affect your benefits. Social Security may
withhold or reduce your benefits if your
annual earnings exceed a certain amount.
However, for every month benefits are withheld, it may increase your future benefits.
That’s because at your full retirement age
Social Security will recalculate your benefit
amount to give you credit for the months in
which benefits were reduced or withheld due
to your excess earnings. You can learn more
at http://www.socialsecurity.gov/planners/
retire/whileworking.html.
Social Security’s mission is to secure your
today and tomorrow. You can learn more by
visiting our Retirement Planner at http://
www.socialsecurity.gov/planners/retire.

Bieber

(Continued from Page 24)
used to measure annual Social Security raises
doesn’t accurately reflect actual rising costs
in the spending categories where seniors put
most of their money.
Social Security cost-of-living increases
are based on the Consumer Price Index for
Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers
(CPI-W), but urban wage earners and clerical workers don’t spend as much of their
income on housing and medication as most
seniors do.
Unfortunately, both healthcare and housing costs are rising faster than Social Security
cost-of-living adjustments.
This means that the Social Security benefits you’ll get when you’re 67 or 70 won’t
buy as much as the Social Security benefits
you’d get five or eight years earlier at age 62.
Claiming benefits as early as possible, before
rising costs further erode the actual value of
Social Security, just makes sense.
What’s the best choice for you?
While all of these arguments are powerful
ones for claiming benefits at 62, there are
some caveats. First, if you work before full
retirement age, your Social Security benefits
could be reduced. You’ll get credit for this
reduction later, but there’s no sense in claiming benefits early if you’ll immediately lose
them anyway because you’re still working
and earning too much income.
Retiring and claiming benefits early can
also pose risks, including the potential that
you’ll have too little money to live on later in
retirement if you don’t have enough savings.
You can’t live on Social Security alone —
especially if you’ve claimed at 62 and taken
a reduced benefit — and you don’t want to
retire until you’re sure you have the money
you need to sustain you.
But if you have enough to live on and
you’ve decided you want to leave the workforce, claiming benefits at 62 is likely a smart
move so you can start reaping the rewards
of all those years of Social Security taxes
you paid.
*****
Christy Bieber is a former college teacher. Textbook contributor. Personal finance
writer. Passionate advocate of smart money
moves to achieve financial success.
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What You
Need To
Know
By Dr Nina Radcliff

Thyroid — A tiny gland with a big
role on every cell in your body
By Dr. Nina Radcliff, MD
Are you feeling fatigued, low on
energy, having difficulty concentrating, or your brain feels foggy?
Despite your best efforts, have you
gained weight or have difficulty
falling asleep? Or, how about feeling nervous, and your heart races
at times? Have you been unusually
sad or depressed recently? While
these symptoms can point to a
number of causes — thyroid problems are definitely on the list. Your
thyroid hormones may be off-kilter.
The most common thyroid problems involve abnormal production
of thyroid hormones. According to
the American Thyroid Association,
a leading association of medical
specialists dedicated to education
and research to improve thyroid
disease prevention, diagnosis and
treatment, almost 15 percent of
the U.S. population will develop
a thyroid condition during their
lifetime. Estimates are that almost
27 million Americans currently
have some form of thyroid disease
— with millions more not knowing
they even have a thyroid disorder.
And women are especially at risk,
being five to eight times more likely
than men to have thyroid problems.
It’s vital to realize when symptoms you may be experiencing
might be indicating that you have
a serious health problem and need
to see your physician. And when it
comes to these symptoms and your
thyroid, it is very important to understand that undiagnosed thyroid
disorders places people at risk for
certain serious conditions such as
heart disease, osteoporosis, infertility, and depression. And while
most thyroid diseases are life-long
conditions, they can be managed
with proper medical attention.
What is the thyroid gland?
A butterfly or H-shaped organ
located in front of the neck just
below the Adam’s apple and wraps
around our windpipe. On average,
a normal adult’s thyroid gland is
8-10 cm in width and weighs just
40 grams (which is roughly less
than the weight of a tennis ball or
a C battery and about half as heavy
as a deck of cards). But despite its
small size, it plays a big role.
Our thyroid gland produces
thyroid hormones which are essential to our body’s growth and
metabolism — a term that describes
the way energy is utilized to power
everything we need to live, such
as our lungs breathing, our heart
beating, or generating heat to keep
us warm. Thus, proper function of
our thyroid gland is vitally important, and every cell (all three trillion
of them) in our body depends upon
thyroid hormones for regulation of
its energy use. Not bad for an organ
that weighs less than a tennis ball!
Our thyroid cells absorb iodine,
a mineral our body obtains from the
foods we eat, and converts it into
thyroid hormones: Thyroxine (T4)
and triiodothyronine (T3). The thyroid gland can release the hormones
into the bloodstream or store it to
be released as needed. For example,
when the body needs more energy
for growth, pregnancy, or to generate heat in cold environments.
How are thyroid hormone
levels regulated?
By a beautifully, simple feedback mechanism. When thyroid
hormone levels are low, this is
sensed by structures in the brain
that send messages, via hormones,
to the thyroid gland to ramp up
production and release more thyroid hormone to the body. And
when levels are sufficient, these
brain structures cease to produce
hormones that stimulate the thyroid
gland.
During anatomy class in medical
school, my professor compared this
process to a thermostat, heating
unit, and heat — the brain being
the thermostat that measures the
“temperature” or hormone levels;
the thyroid gland being the “heating unit” that produces thyroid
hormones; and thyroid hormones
being the “heat.”
This eloquent feedback mechanism exists because of the critical
role that thyroid hormones play to

keep our body running seamlessly.
And, there can be a number of
consequences if the thyroid gland
produces too much or too little
thyroid hormones.
What is hypothyroidism?
When insufficient amounts of
thyroid hormone are produced, our
body’s metabolism slows down —
hence, the term “hypo” meaning
“low.” Hypothyroidism can occur
if there is a problem with the thyroid gland itself (heating unit), or
the brain structures (thermostat)
that are involved in the feedback
mechanisms.
The most common cause in the
United States, affecting as many
as 10 million people, is a condition
called Hashimoto’s thyroiditis. It
results because our body’s immune
system attacks the thyroid gland
causing inflammation and, over
time, impairs its ability to produce
hormones (heat). Other causes
include surgical removal of the
thyroid gland — for example, from
nodules or cancer — and certain
medications, such as lithium and
amiodarone.
Symptoms of hypothyroidism
correspond to a metabolism that is
slowed down and include:
—Fatigue (extreme tiredness)
—An inability to concentrate or
feeling mentally foggy
—Dry skin
—Constipation
—Feeling cold
—Retention of fluid
—Muscle and joint aches
—Depression
Fortunately, if you are diagnosed
with hypothyroidism, there is good
news in that it is relatively easy
to treat with a thyroid hormone
replacement pill that you take by
mouth, daily. Your doctor will
monitor your hormone levels with

periodic blood testing to determine
if your dosage needs to be adjusted.
Diagnosis and proper management
allows you to live a normal, healthy
life.
What is Hyperthyroidism
When excessive amounts of
thyroid hormone are produced,
our body’s metabolism increases—
hence, the term “hyper” meaning
“over” (of note, it is not as prevalent
as hypothyroidism).
The most common cause in the
United States is from a condition
called Grave’s disease, an autoimmune disease. Our immune system
protects us from foreign invaders
such as germs and cancer cells.
However, in some cases, it mistakes
normal things in our body as foreign and mounts an attack against
it. In Grave’s disease, antibodies
are abnormally produced and bind
to receptors on thyroid cells that
stimulate the cell to overproduce
thyroid hormone — somewhat
like a supercharge. Other causes of
hyperthyroidism include inflammation that leaks excessive hormones
into the body or cancerous growths
that overproduce thyroid hormones.
Symptoms of hyperthyroidism
correspond to a metabolism in
overdrive and include:
—Tremors or trembling
—Nervousness
—Rapid or racing heart rate
—Fatigue
—Intolerance to heat
—Diarrhea or frequent bowel
movements
—Excessive sweating
—Unintentional weight loss
—Hair loss
—Sleep disturbances
What is a Goiter?
This medical term is a general
one used to describe enlargement
of the thyroid gland, regardless of
the cause—inflammation, nodules
(abnormal masses from cysts or
tumor), cancer, hypothyroidism
(enlarges to compensate for low
production of thyroid hormones),
or unknown. Additionally, it may
be associated with hypothyroidism,
hyperthyroidism, or normal thyroid
function.
Because the thyroid gland is
located in a small area (the neck)
with several important structures in
the near vicinity, if large enough, it
can cause compression of them. For
example, you may experience pain,
difficulty swallowing or breathing,
or hoarseness or change in voice.
Consequently, this may call for

surgical removal.
What is Thyroid cancer?
Thyroid cancer starts in the thyroid gland. Symptoms may include:
—A lump or swelling in the neck
—Pain in the neck, or possibly
in the ears
—Trouble swallowing, breathing or constantly wheezing
—A hoarse voice
As with any cancer, early diagnosis is key — and can improve
prognosis.
How do you screen for
thyroid hormone disease?
Thyroid function tests are a series of blood tests to measure how
well your thyroid gland is working.
Today, there is controversy over
routine screening when you do not
have symptoms, are not pregnant,
or have certain risk factors, such
as female gender, Type 1 diabetes
mellitus or other autoimmune diseases, taking certain medications,
and increasing age. Talk to your
healthcare provider to determine
if screening is appropriate for you.
And, too, inform your doctor if
you are having symptoms of an
overactive or underactive thyroid
gland. Thyroid function testing may
be warranted.
In some cases, further imaging
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studies such as ultrasound, CT scan,
or MRI, radioisotope studies, or
biopsies may be performed if there
is concern of compression by goiter
or nodules or cancer.
Being your own
Best Health Advocate:
Again, if you are experiencing
symptoms, take note and take action to speak with your health professional as soon as possible. And
be prepared for your time with your
doctor by bringing along a prepared
list of questions you have written
in advance. Inquire about your lab
test results (understand what the
levels mean) and treatment options.
When it comes to medical health
practitioners, it is important you
know you are partnering with an informed, proactive professional that
will share information about your
diagnosis and treatment. Equally,
you must have a comfort level with
the other available medical team
members (nurses, specialists).
If you receive a thyroid disorder
diagnosis, know that following your
outlined treatment and taking steps
to lead an overall healthy lifestyle
— one that includes eating well
and exercising — will help ensure
you are on a path to a healthier you.
*****
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Fall Emergency
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ADVANCED
HEARING AID
TECHNOLOGY

For Less Than $300
“I was amazed! Sounds I hadn’t heard
in years came back to me!”
— Don, January 2016

How can a hearing aid that costs
less than $300 be every bit as good as
one that sells for $2,000 or more?

The answer: Although tremendous strides have
been made in Advanced Hearing Aid Technology,
those cost reductions have not been passed on
to you. Until now...

The MDHearingAid PRO ® uses the same kind of
Advanced Hearing Aid Technology incorporated into
hearing aids that cost thousands more at a small
fraction of the price.
Over 75,000 satisfied PRO customers agree:
High-quality, FDA-registeredhearing aids
don’t have to cost a fortune. The fact is,
you don’t need to spend thousands for
a medical-grade hearing aid.
MDHearingAid PRO ® gives you
a sophisticated high-performance
hearing aid that works right out of
the box with no time-consuming
“adjustment” appointments. You
can contact a hearing specialist
conveniently on-line or by phone —
even after sale at no cost. No other
company provides such extensive support.
Now that you know... why pay more?

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR

45-DAY RISK-FREE TRIAL!

Hearing is believing and we invite you to try
this nearly invisible hearing aid with no
annoying whistling or background noise for
yourself. If you are not completely satisfied,
simply return it within that time period for a

Nearly Invisible

100% refund of your purchase price.

BIG SOUND.
TINY PRICE.

For the Lowest Price Call

BATTERIES
INCLUDED!

1-800-913-5075
Use Code

DOCTOR DESIGNED | AUDIOLOGIST TESTED | FDA REGISTERED

READY TO USE RIGHT
OUT OF THE BOX!

BX99

and get FREE Batteries for 1 Year
Plus FREE Shipping
©2017 MDHearingAid, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

February 14-20, 2018 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / Page 27

EarthTalk is written and edited by Roddy Scheer and Doug
Moss and is a registered trademark of E - The Environmental
Magazine (www.emagazine.com). Send questions to: earthtalk@
emagazine.com. Subscribe: www.emagazine.com/subscribe;
Free Trial Issue: www.emagazine.com/trial.
Dear EarthTalk: What is socalled Regenerative Agriculture
and why are environmentalists
so bullish on it? — Jess Mancuso,
Montgomery, PA
Regenerative Agriculture (RA)
describes farming and grazing
practices that help reverse climate
change by rebuilding the organic
matter in soil and restoring degraded soil biodiversity.
“Specifically, Regenerative Agriculture is a holistic land management practice that leverages the
power of photosynthesis in plants
to close the carbon cycle, and build
soil health, crop resilience and nutrient density,” reports California
State University’s Regenerative
Agriculture Initiative (RAI). “Regenerative agriculture improves
soil health, primarily through the
practices that increase soil organic
matter. This not only aids in increasing soil biota diversity and
health, but increases biodiversity
both above and below the soil surface, while increasing both water
holding capacity and sequestering
carbon at greater depths.” The net
result is a drawdown of atmospheric
carbon dioxide, and the improvement of soil structure to reverse
human-caused soil loss.
According to Terra Genesis
International, which helps businesses integrate sustainable farming practices into their everyday
operations, key principles guiding
the implementation of RA include:
progressively improving whole
agroecosystems (soil, water and
biodiversity); creating context-specific designs and making holistic
decisions expressing the essence
of each farm; ensuring and developing fair and reciprocal relationships among all stakeholders; and
continually growing and evolving
individuals, farms and communities
to express their innate potential.
How these lofty goals are
achieved also involves the implementation of many of the practices that are now commonplace
in organic agriculture, including
permaculture design (utilizing the
patterns and features observed in
natural ecosystems), agroforestry
(incorporating the cultivation and
conservation of trees), keyline
sub-soiling (to loosen compacted
soils), no- or low-till farming (leaving it alone to do its thing), pasture
cropping (growing annual crops
in dormant perennial pastures),
multi-species cover cropping and
crop rotations (to introduce genetic
diversity), the use of animal manure
(to build up the resilience of the
soil biota), encouragement of bees
and other beneficial insects (for

fertilization), the use of organic
soil amendments such as biochar
or terra preta (to enhance yield
while sequestering carbon dioxide),
ecological aquaculture (using water
not land to grow food), perennial
crops (they live on beyond one
growing season) and silvopasture
(integrating trees with forage and

Regenerative Agriculture (RA) describes farming and grazing practices — such as the use
of cover crops as pictured here — that help reverse climate change by rebuilding
the organic matter in soil and restoring degraded soil biodiversity.

livestock production).
“Over the centuries, agriculture
has caused the loss and degradation
of fertile soil, leading to the downfall of civilizations worldwide,”
points out John Roulac, founder
and CEO of the organic superfoods
brand, Nutiva, and an outspoken advocate for RA. “Modern industrial

agriculture is doing it even faster.”
More and more farmers are
starting to realize that their survival
may well depend on whether they
can pivot toward RA as the world
warms. “Regenerative agriculture
is an approach to food and farming
systems that works with nature’s
rhythms and technology to feed our

growing population, regenerate topsoil and enhance biodiversity now
and long into the future,” concludes
RAI, cautioning that it’s critical to
change synthetic nutrient dependent monocultures, low-biodiversity and soil degrading practices.
Indeed, our very existence may
depend on it.

Covered by Medicare and suffering from Back or Knee Pain?

RELIEVE
YOUR
PAIN NOW!
Learn for FREE how a Back or Knee
Brace can help: 888-918-1625
Give your back or knees the support
and relief they need to reduce your pain

› Fast and Easy Medicare Approvals
› Free Nationwide Shipping

Call 24/7: 888-918-1625
We have other braces available, for your shoulder, neck, ankle and back.

A Help Button Should Go Where You Go!
To be truly independent your personal emergency device needs to work on the go.
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Order Now & Receive a FREE Lockbox!

Place your door key in this box so that emergency personnel can get help to you even faster.
*Service availability and access/coverage on the AT&T network is not available everywhere and at all times. Fall Button™ does not detect 100% of falls. If able, users should always push their help button when they need assistance. Current
GPS location may not always be available in every situation. MobileHelp is a registered trademark and Fall Button is a trademark of MobileHelp. Patented technology. MobileHelp is a FDA registered Medical Device Manufacturer
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Rhinos eat fruit right out of your hands
By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by Sandy Zimmerman
Experience an out-of-Africa adventure at California’s Wild Animal
Park. When our photo caravan safari truck passed through the double
gates, we felt a thrill and wondered
what to expect!
The gates were locked behind us
and we were alone in the wild animal compound. It seemed as though
we were traveling on an African
safari, so close to the wild animals
that we could actually touch them.
This is one of the few opportunities to interact with wild animals.
Instead of looking at rhinos and
other wild animals in cages, we
are transported into their natural
environment of the plains and waterholes of Africa and Asia.
Then, finally the moment we
were waiting for, our safari truck
stopped near several Indian rhinos.
They seem to know that the guides
have buckets of apples and were
ready to eat. We could look in their
eyes as the large rhinos surround
our safari truck.
The guide instructed us, “You
are allowed to touch the rhino’s
horn, feel its skin, and to feed
them.” She gave us fruit but we
were reluctant at first. Perhaps it
was because the adult rhinos weigh
between 1,000 to 6,000 pounds
and have incisor teeth. Everyone
became braver and soon the fruit
was gone.
We were off to the next area
and made stops to see the buffalo,
gazelles, wildebeest, and giraffes.
The giraffes were the most fun!
Giraffes, tallest of all land mammals, tower up to 18 feet and have
tongues that measure up to 18
inches.

When they bent their long necks
in order to peer into the open truck,
we were startled by the giraffe’s
beautiful big eyes and long eyelashes. The guide instructed us to hold
the food and Camp-Overs for an
overnight tent-camping experience
inside the Wild Animal Park.
The Dusk Discovery guided tour
takes campers around park trails to
see nocturnal animals. Campers can
watch herds of animals grazing and
enjoy up-close animal encounters.
Fall asleep to the sounds of owls,
rhinos, elephants, lions and other

wild animals.
The all-inclusive Roar and Snore
is available Fridays and Saturdays,
May thru October, ages 8 years and
older. Includes: guided walking
tours, dinner, breakfast, tents, and
lanterns.
There are several other seasonal
evening programs. Approximately
half of the park’s acres provide
visitors with unique hiking trails
around animals and gardens. The
Wild Animal Park is the latest word
in zoos.
Their staff attempts to educate

the public about endangered species and gives visitors face-to-face
contact with African cheetah,
several, Tamandua, as well as
other exotic animals. Interact with
the trainers, ask questions, or get
up-close photos. Instead of just
walking around this zoo, you have
the chance to learn and join the fun.
This is a unique setting for weddings! One of the special events
“Festival of Lights,” in December,
see 100,000 lights, glimmering
animal light sculptures, holiday
entertainment, crafts.

Open daily, Wild Animal Park,
(760)-747-8702, Escondido.
*****
Talk Show Host/Syndicated
Feature Series Columnist Sandy
Zimmerman is Talk Show Host of
the Las Vegas Today Show television programs and Discover the
Ultimate Vacation television travel
specials both taped “on location in
Las Vegas and around the world.”
Entertainment/Restaurant/Travel
Reviewer. For information, email:
sandyzimm2003@yahoo.com or
call: 702-515-0846.
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LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE CLASSIFIEDS
LEGAL NOTICES
Legal Notice
SUMMONS
Case No: D-17-560606-L
Dept: T

DISTRICT COURT
CLARK COUNTY, NEVADA
Ronald Davis, Plaintiff vs.
Barbara Jean Davis, Defendant.

To place classified ads
in the Las Vegas Tribune
please call 702-426-6022
or 702-426-5902

SUMMONS
NOTICE! YOU HAVE BEEN SUED. THE COURT MAY
DECIDE AGAINST YOU WITHOUT YOU BEING HEARD
UNLESS YOU RESPOND IN WRITING WITHIN 20 DAYS.
READ THE INFORMATION BELOW VERY CAREFULLY.
To the Defendant named above:
A civil complaint or petition has been filed by the Plaintiff
against you for the relief as set forth in that document (see
the complaint or petition). The object of this action is:
Divorce
If you intend to defend this lawsuit, within 20 days after
this summons is served on you (not counting the day of
service), you must:
1. File with the Clerk of Court, whose address is shown
below, a formal written answer to the complaint or petition.
2. Pay the required filing fee to the court, or file an
Application to Proceed In Forma Pauperis and request a
waiver of the filing fee.
3. Serve a copy of your answer Upon the Plaintiff whose
name and address is shown below.
If you fail to respond, the Plaintiff can request your default.
The court can then enter a judgment against you for the
relief demanded in the complaint or petition.
STEVEN D. GRIERSON
CLERK OF COURT
By: Angela Benson
Deputy Clerk
Date: 2-2-18 (SEAL)
Family Courts and Services Center 601 North Pecos Road
Las Vegas, Nevada 89155
Regional Justice Center 200 Lewis Avenue Las Vegas,
Nevada 89155
Issue on behalf of Plaintiff:
Ronald Davis
4350 Boulder Hwy., Apt.178
Las Vegas, Nevada 89121
PUB: Feb. 7, 14, 21, 28, 2018
Las Vegas Tribune
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The support you need to find quality

SENIOR LIVING SOLUTIONS

2017 NFL SUNDAY TICKET INCLUDED AT NO
EXTRA COST WHEN YOU SWITCH TO DIRECTV.

A Place for Mom has helped over one million families find
senior living solutions that meet their unique needs.

With CHOICETM Package and above. Subscription renews automatically each season at then-prevailing rate
(currently $281.94/season) unless you call to cancel prior to the start of the season. Req’s you to select offer.
Out-of-market games only. Select international games excluded.

CALL FOR DETAILS
IV SUPPORT HOLDINGS LLC
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• Hearing aids by mail
for 38 years

If you like it then pay only $299!
Comfort fit • Crisp clear sound

• Over 650,000
satisfied
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✔ 100% Risk-FREE
✔ 45-day home trial
✔ FREE shipping
✔ Payment plans
Call for details!

✔ Licensed hearing aid

High-quality
American-made
electronics

855-977-8411

Renews at full price. Offer ends 11/04/17. New approved customers only, lease required. Hardware and programming available separately. Other conditions apply. NFL, the
NFL Shield design and the NFL SUNDAY TICKET name and logo are registered trademarks of the NFL and its affiliates. ©2017 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved.
AT&T, Globe logo, DIRECTV, and all other DIRECTV marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affiliated companies. All other marks
are the property of their respective owners.

$299!

Try our Apollo-6200
hearing aid risk-free for 45 days.

There’s no cost to you!
CALL (855) 559-1886
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Are You Still Paying Too Much For Your Medications?
Their Price

$

CrestorTM

914.18
Typical US Brand Price

for 40mg x 100

but I’m never alone.
I have Life Alert.®

Call Toll-free: 844-409-8740
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MicroSoothe.® It oxygenates,
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Give your back or knees the
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› Free Nationwide Shipping
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1-800-396-4503

Call the number below and save an additional $15 plus get free shipping on your
first prescription order with Canada Drug Center. Expires December 31, 2017.
Offer is valid for prescription orders only and can not be used in conjunction with
any other offers. Valid for new customers only. One time use per household. Use
code 15FREE to receive this special offer.

Use of these services is subject to the Terms of Use and accompanying policies at www.canadadrugcenter.com.
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Call Today
Toll-Free

Get An Extra $15 Off & Free Shipping On
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You know your FAMILY. We know SENIOR LIVING.
Together, we will ﬁnd the RIGHT PLACE.
INDEPENDENT LIVING • ASSISTED LIVING • MEMORY CARE
A Place for Mom has helped over a million families find senior living solutions that meet their unique needs. Our
Advisors are trusted, local experts who can help you understand your options. Here’s what’s included with our free service:

A dedicated
local Advisor

Hand-picked list
of communities

Full details
and pricing

Help scheduling
tours

Move in
support

There’s no cost to you!
CALL (855) 559-1886
! We’re paid by our partner communities

Joan Lunden, journalist, best-selling author, former host of Good Morning America & senior living advocate.

