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Economy adds 200,000 jobs in January

By Vicki Needham
The Hill
The U.S. economy added
200,000 jobs in January, which
was better than predicted, giving the
economy a strong start to the year
amid anticipation that a Republican
tax package will further boost the
nearly nine-year expansion.
The unemployment rate held at
4.1 percent for the fourth straight
month, the lowest level since December 2000, when it was 3.9
percent, the Labor Department
reported on Friday.
There were 24,000 fewer jobs
created in November and December
than initially reported.
“This report marks a strong
start to 2018 as our economy con-

My Point
of View
By Rolando Larraz

By the time most of our readers
glance at this week’s Las Vegas
Tribune on Wednesday, February
7, the Las Vegas City Council may
be deciding what they are going to
do with the seat left empty by Ricki
Barlow, the disgraced city council
in Ward Five.
The city council has only two
choices: appoint someone that they
can control and manipulate; or set
a day for a special election, the
results of which they may not be
able to control.
Although former Nevada Assemblyman Harvey Munford is one
who has shown interest in replacing
Ricki Barlow, I have the feeling
that the city council may not be
too happy with someone they may
not be able to “control” all the way.
Munford is a former basketball
player and a former Clark County
teacher, so he can be a team player;
but in my opinion, he is his own
man and he may not be able to be
persuaded as easily as some others.
He knows politics and he is well
liked by both blacks and whites, and
since there are a good number of
blacks in Ward 5, whoever is going
to replace the corrupted politico
has to be someone who knows and
understands the needs of both communities in Ward 5, and someone
who can walk the walk and talk the
talk of both.
Harvey is one person that can do
that because he has lived in Ward
5 all his life and I don’t know if
anyone else can say that; in fact I
think it is important that whoever
the board chooses to be their next
(in this case) “Yes Man,” is not
playing a Lynette Boggs (living in
one district and running in another)
or a carpetbagger.
I, for one, and this newspaper
as a whole, would like to see Harvey Munford represent the Ward
5 community. The people of Las
Vegas must be very well aware that
we only support a person that can
be good for the community without
looking for personal benefit of any
kind; our history is very clear, but
because Lisa Mayo repeatedly tells
everyone that no one reads this
newspaper, our opinion may not
hurt the city council that much, and
they may get their way by placing
their next token in that Ward 5 seat
on the council.
Also, remember that Councilwoman Lois Tarkanian has branded
me a racist in open forum during
a city council meeting, and if you
think I am exaggerating check the
city council meeting of October 4
of last year when she was the acting
mayor, so how can a racist like me
take sides with a tall black man
named Harvey Munford?
I have always liked Harvey
Munford and I used to enjoy his
company when he used to come to
my office after school hours and we
shared many good stories for hours.
(See My Point of View, Page 2)

tinues to improve under President
Trump,” said House Ways and
Means Committee Chairman Kevin
Brady (R-Texas).
“Every day, American businesses are making commitments
to invest in the greatest asset our
nation has: the American people,”
Brady said.
House Democratic Whip Steny
Hoyer (Md.), however, argued that
the jobs report actually shows that
the economic work done during the
Obama administration “to help the
private sector get more Americans
back to work continues, if more
slowly, under President Trump.”
“Since taking full control of our
government a year ago, the Republican Congress and president have
(Ssee New Jobs, Page 3)

Senate leaders say they’re zeroing
in on two-year budget agreement

By Alexander Bolton
and Melanie Zanona
The Hill
Senate leaders on Tuesday said
they are close to a two-year budget
deal that could avert a government
shutdown and set up a debate on
immigration reform next week.
The deal would set spending
levels for fiscal 2018 and 2019
and avoid the prospect of a second
government shutdown Thursday
when a stopgap spending measure
expires.
Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell (R-Ky.) and Democratic Leader Charles Schumer (N.Y.)
touted their progress after meeting
in McConnell’s office Tuesday
morning.
(See Budget, Page 4)

House Intel votes to release Dem countermemo
By Katie Bo Williams
The Hill
The House Intelligence Committee on Monday voted unanimously to release a memo drafted
by Democrats to rebut a GOP-crafted document alleging surveillance
abuses at the Department of Justice
(DOJ).
The 10-page classified document
now goes to President Trump, who
has five days to block its release if
he so chooses. It remains an open
question whether he will.
Trump on Friday declassified
the Republican document, which
was drafted by staff for House Intel
Chairman Devin Nunes (R-Calif.).
Trump claimed the memo “totally
vindicates” him in the ongoing
investigation into his campaign’s
alleged links to Russia.
The central thrust of the Nunes
memo is that senior DOJ officials

inappropriately relied on a piece of
opposition research paid for in part
by Hillary Clinton to obtain a surveillance warrant on Trump campaign aide Carter Page. It claims

that without the so-called Steele
dossier, no surveillance warrants
would have been sought.
The Democratic memo is expected to lay out a point-by-point

reBUTTaL

rebuttal of the assertions in the
Nunes memo and make the case
that the FBI had good reason to
spy on Page as part of the counterintelligence probe into the Trump
campaign.
A decision by the Trump White
House to block its publication
would almost certainly set off
a firestorm of accusations from
Democrats that he is attempting to
obstruct justice.
The White House has signaled
that it is open to allowing the
release of the Democratic memo,
but included a caveat for national
security protections.
“The administration stands
ready to work with Congress to
accommodate oversight requests
consistent with applicable standards, including the need to protect
intelligence sources and methods,”
(See Countermemo, Page 5)

Should we have practiced journalism of rote regurgitation?

By Thomas Mitchell
As in the case of the dog that
did not bark, the solution to the
mystery may lie in the answer to
the question: Why?
On Monday the morning newspaper reported that 20 years ago
the same paper, when I was editor,
decided to “spike” a draft of an
account about an ongoing lawsuit
against casino owner Steve Wynn,
apparently one claiming gender and
age discrimination because one of
Wynn’s casinos had created a policy
requiring waitresses to lose weight
and wear high heels.
I do not recall what was in the
story or why it was not published,
but I deeply resent implications
and innuendo that the newspaper
management at the time shirked
its journalistic responsibilities.
Monday’s story suggests the 1998
draft may have included accounts
in court files by some plaintiffs that

other women, not themselves, had
been sexually harassed by Wynn.
The story points out that reporting
of court proceedings are protected
against defamation litigation and
quotes some journalism professor
as saying, “Journalism has to be
about courage.”
Apparently in the eyes of some,
the journalism of verification has
been supplanted by the journalism
of rote regurgitation.
The code of ethics of the Society
of Professional Journalists calls on
journalists to “Take responsibility
for the accuracy of their work. Verify information before releasing it.”
If someone walks through the
front door and hands a reporter
allegations of a salacious nature,
the reporter would be obligated to
verify. Just because someone makes
the same allegations but launders
them through court filings might
sometimes protect the newspaper

from litigation but does not absolve the paper from doing its job
of responsibly reporting verifiable
facts as accurately and fairly as
possible. It is not about courage, it
is about responsibility to the readers. (By the way, an online forum
on responsible media warns, “The
fact that documents are lodged with
the Court in civil proceedings will
not, of itself, attract privilege.” The
privilege applies to evidence given
in open court.)
The same due diligence would
apply to the busboy as well as the
wealthy casino owner.
As I said, I do not recall the
specifics of this one incident 20
years ago, but the implication that
the paper was lax in not reporting
something just because it was filed
in court is ludicrous and insulting
and, dare I say, defamatory.
As for the credibility of the
(See Rebuttal, Page 3)
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U.S. Term Limits praises candidate Michelle
Mortensen for signing Term Limits Pledge
Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
U.S. Term Limits (USTL), the
leader in the national movement
to limit terms for elected officials,
praised candidate for Nevada’s
Congressional District 3, Michelle
Mortensen, for signing its congressional term limits pledge.
In November 2017, U.S. Term
Limits had more than 50 pledge
signers in Congress. USTL President Philip Blumel commented
on Mortensen’s pledge saying,
“Michelle’s support of term limits
shows that there are individuals
who are willing to put self-interest
aside to follow the will of the people. America needs a Congress that
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will be served by citizen legislators,
not career politicians.”

The U.S. Term Limits Amendment Pledge is provided to every
announced candidate for federal
office. It reads, “I pledge that as
a member of Congress I will cosponsor and vote for the U.S. Term
Limits amendment of three (3)
House terms and two (2) Senate
terms and no longer limit.” The
U.S. Term Limits Constitutional
Amendment has been introduced
in both the U.S. Senate by Senator
Ted Cruz (R-TX) and the House of
Representatives by Representative
Ron DeSantis (R-FL).
Blumel noted, “More than 75
percent of Americans have re-

jected the career politician model
and want to replace it with citizen
leadership. The way to achieve that
goal is through congressional term
limits. Mortensen knows this and
is willing to work to make sure we
reach that goal.”
According to the last nationwide
poll on term limits conducted by
Gallup, the issue enjoys wide bipartisan support. The poll showed that
75 percent of Americans support
congressional term limits. Gallup’s
analysis states, “Republicans and
independents are slightly more
likely than Democrats to favor term
limits; nevertheless, the vast ma-

jority of all party groups agree on
the issue. Further, Gallup finds no
generational differences in support
for the proposal.”
Blumel concluded, “America is
in trouble. Our career politicians
have let the people down. It is
time to limit their terms and return
control of our nation to the people. It is time for a constitutional
amendment limiting congressional
Terms.”
The term limits amendment bills
would require a two-thirds majority
in the House and Senate, and ratification by 38 states in order to become part of the U.S. Constitution.

(Continued from Page 1)
Harvey Munford has been one of
my favorite local personalities until
he was elected Assemblyman and
got busy wearing those two hats,
politician and educator.
Today, I still believe in him, I
still believe he is the right choice to
bring some honesty and credibility
to Ward 5; he can build up the reputation of that community and work
with all the constituents as well as
the rest of the city council.
There is only one thing that really bothers me; I learned that the
grandma of the campaign managers
in our city, Lisa Mayo DeRiso, is
helping Harvey in his campaign—
and that scares me.
Let me tell you why that scares
me: first, she is not known to work
for free; and second, she, in my
opinion, is not a capable campaign
manager.
Lisa Mayo DeRiso has always

played second chair in any campaign she has been involved with;
they are not her clients. She works
for some other campaign manager(s) as they throw her a bone;
she is very complicated, either she
is in the hospital or she is in Alaska
because her “grandkids need” her,
and the campaign takes second
place, regardless of who is paying
for her services.
But that is not the problem that I
see with Lisa Mayo DeRiso helping
Harvey Munford with his intentions
of serving the people of Ward 5 —
after all, I was told she is doing
it pro bono, which I doubt very
much, but every thing is possible
in politics.
My concern is that Lisa Mayo
DeRiso and her husband have
written a few checks that the bank
has returned with an “insufficient
funds” stamp on the front and they
never made good on them.
In fact, she has lied to the court

a couple of times and has failed to
fulfill her obligation with the court,
which has no other alternative but
to issue warrants for her arrest.
That warrant for her arrest could
jeopardize the reputation of her
candidate, Harvey Munford, and
instead of helping him, it may hurt
his race for being associated with
a person that intentionally has
committed a crime; in the English
language it is called criminal.
I was told that the city council’s
favorite to replace Barlow is a local
businessman with lots of money,
and I think that Lisa Mayo DeRiso
fits the profile of a person that not
only loves money, but also needs
money.
While I am writing this column,
I wonder if it is possible that Harvey
Munford is getting free help from
Lisa Mayo DeRiso because she
wants to hurt the possibility that
Harvey would be the one that could
replace Ricki “Bad Boy” Barlow by

being associated with a common
criminal.
And if Sheriff Gillespie’s accusations that I am a conspiracy theory man are valid, and Lisa Mayo is
not working with the city council’s
choice for the replacement of Ricki
Barlow, she is more than welcome
to come down and Face the Tribune.
That invitation is also extended
to anyone from Munford to whoever is the council’s choice to replace
Barlow; and even if, as Mayo has
often said, no one listens to Radio
Tribune, at least she can state her
beliefs in person.
My name is Rolando Larraz, and
as always, I approved this column.
*****
Rolando Larraz is Editor in
Chief of the Las Vegas Tribune.
His column appears weekly in this
newspaper. To contact Rolando
Larraz, email him at: Rlarraz@
lasvegastribune.com or at 702272-4634.
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Quote of the Week:

“If you boil it down, just
because someone else does the
wrong thing we are not exempt
from doing what’s right.”
― E.A. Bucchianeri

Please Note:

Although the Las Vegas Tribune
is open to all and sundry opinions about what we publish, we
wish to inform all those who
choose to submit their opinions
in writing to refrain from threatening anyone about whom an
article is written or the writer of
the article. In other words, any
opinions containing threats will
not be published. We thank you
for adhering to this policy.

MISSION
STATEMENT

We search for the truth, embrace the truth, and print the truth.
If we inadvertently print something that is not true, we will let
our readers know. We are open to
documented information to shed
light on any issue of concern to
our readers. We are of service
to our community, and it is our
intention to serve our community
the best way we can.

CALL TODAY

(702) 426-6022 or (702) 426-5962
Email: Advertisement@LasVegasTribune.com

RECEIVE A FREE COPY OF THE LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE EVERY WEEK!
To receive a complimentary link to every new issue of the Las Vegas Tribune, please send
an email to circulation@lasvegastribune.com and give us the email address where you
would like your copy sent. We look forward to having you as a subscriber to our publication.

House passes stopgap spending
measure with defense money
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By Melanie Zanona
The Hill
House Republicans passed a
spending package on Tuesday night
that pairs a full year of defense
funding with a temporary patch for
the rest of the government, even as
Senate leaders pursue a different
plan to avoid a shutdown when
funding runs dry on Thursday.
The defense-first strategy from
Speaker Paul Ryan (R-Wis.) was
designed to win over support
from conservative hard-liners and
defense hawks in the House GOP
conference who were threatening
to oppose the stopgap bill — the
fifth temporary funding patch since
September.
The continuing resolution (CR),
which passed the House 245-182,
would fund the Defense Department for the rest of fiscal 2018 and
keep the rest of the government’s
lights on until March 23. It also
includes two years of funding for

community health centers and extends several expiring health care
programs.
But the defense-CR package is
unlikely to fly in the Senate, meaning senators will need to rewrite the
stopgap measure and “ping-pong”
it back to the House.
Further squeezing the debate is
that House Democrats are scheduled to leave Wednesday morning
for a three-day annual retreat in
Cambridge, Md., though buses are
supposed to be on standby in case
lawmakers need to return to Washington to vote on whatever measure
the Senate sends back to the House.
In the Senate, the emerging
strategy to avoid a shutdown is to
add a bipartisan budget caps deal
to the CR and strip out the defense
funding. Senate leaders are close to
reaching a deal that would lift stiff
budget caps for both defense and
nondefense spending programs in
fiscal years 2018 and 2019.

Adding the budget caps deal,
along with other possible items
like disaster aid, could make the
spending package more attractive.
It would also break the gridlock on
Capitol Hill and allow lawmakers
to start writing an actual omnibus
spending bill that funds the government for the rest of the year.
But House conservatives have
balked at the idea of a massive

spending hike that adds billions
of dollars to the deficit, and have
insisted that GOP leaders hold the
line when it comes to boosting
nondefense spending.
Members of the far-right House
Freedom Caucus said they need
to see details before they take a
position.
“It depends on what the budget
caps deal is. Some of the numbers

that are being talked about are
obviously much higher than what
conservatives would support,”
Freedom Caucus Chairman Mark
Meadows (R-N.C.) told The Hill
on Tuesday afternoon.
And some House Democrats
may be reluctant to give up their
leverage in the immigration fight by
agreeing to a budget caps deal without a fix for the Deferred Action
for Childhood Arrivals (DACA)
program.
But a large number of them are
likely to support any deal that their
Democratic leaders sign off on,
especially if it includes increases
for domestic programs, funding for
community health centers and other
Democratic priorities.
“We’ll have to see it, but we’re
looking for a CR that provides for a
resolution of our budget issues. And
that means caps that get us off of the
sequestration level,” said Rep. David Price (D-N.C.), an appropriator.

investigation into Hillary Clinton’s
use of a private email server. His
full report, which could set off
shockwaves, is expected by the
early spring.
A political appointee in both the
Bush and Obama administrations,
Horowitz’s yearlong investigation
already reportedly contributed to
the early resignation of Deputy FBI
Director Andrew McCabe. And his
work has been felt in other ways.
Horowitz also uncovered a
series of text messages between
FBI officials Peter Strzok and Lisa
Page that led special counsel Robert
Mueller to remove Strzok from his
team. Those texts have fueled accusations among GOP lawmakers
that Mueller’s probe is tainted by
partisanship.
Those who know Horowitz portray him as an independent voice.
“He is really one of the smartest

and fairest people I have ever had
the pleasure to work with,” said
Bill Hamel, who served as assistant
inspector general for investigations
at the Department of Education.
“He’s a straight shooter and a fair
guy. He’s an honest broker.”
But Horowitz’s reputation will
be put to the test when he releases the findings of the Clinton
investigation. No matter what he
concludes, it’s likely to create a
political firestorm, coming at a time
when both Republicans and the
White House are charging that political bias is rampant at the Justice
Department and at the FBI.
Horowitz attracted public attention early in his career as an assistant U.S. attorney in New York for
prosecuting corrupt police officers
in the infamous “Dirty 30” case in
the mid-1990s.
(Clinton Case, Page 5)

IG poised to reignite war over FBI’s Clinton case
By Morgan Chalfant
The Hill
Few people have heard of Michael Horowitz, but that’s about
to change.
Horowitz, the Department of
Justice (DOJ) inspector general, is
an increasingly critical player in the
controversy surrounding the FBI,
President Trump and the Russia
investigation.
With little fanfare, he has been
conducting a sprawling probe of
the FBI’s handling of the 2016

New Jobs

omist, said the job market this year
is in good shape even though the
labor market will face challenges
as fewer workers will be available
for open positions.
“The availability of labor is the
big problem, not demand for workers,” Faucher said.
“Job growth will slow somewhat
this year from its pace in 2017
because of a difficulty in finding
workers but will remain solid,”
he said.
“The unemployment rate will
move below 4 percent over the
course of 2018, and the tight job
market will lead to stronger wage
growth.”
But black unemployment, which
had been sitting at a record-low 6.8
percent, jumped to 7.7 percent last
month, well above the 3.5 percent
for whites.
In the past month, Trump has repeatedly boasted about the previous
black unemployment level, saying
that the drop reflected how well his
policies are working.
Last week, during his visit to the
World Economic Forum in Davos,
Switzerland, Trump touted his economic achievements, taking credit
for the steady growth in job creation
and the red-hot stock market.
“After years of stagnation, the
United States is once again experiencing strong economic growth,”
Trump said. “The world is witnessing the resurgence of a strong and
prosperous America.”
During his State of the Union
address on Tuesday, Trump said
the new tax law will further bolster
the overall strength of the U.S.
economy.
On the heels of the tax legisla-

(Continued from Page 1)
launched an all-out assault on middle-class workers and their families,
kicking millions off their health
coverage and raising their taxes
in order to benefit the wealthiest 1
percent,” Hoyer said.
In the past year, the jobless rate
has dropped from 4.8 percent.
Employers have added jobs for
88 straight months.
Job gains have averaged 192,000
over the past three months.
The economy is expected to continue its pace of steady jobs growth
this year with the help of a $1.5
trillion Republican tax package
signed by Trump.
Meanwhile, the unemployment
rate is expected to fall into the mid3 percent range in 2018, although
economic growth may still struggle
to reach Trump’s target of at least
3 percent.
A particular bright spot in the
report was wages finally showing
more promise, accelerating to an
annual pace of 2.9 percent as the
labor market tightens and states
raise their minimum wage levels.
Jed Kolko, chief economist
for jobs website Indeed, said the
best news in the report was the
much-awaited jump in wages,
which is the fastest annual increase
since May 2009.
“So January’s jump in wages
probably overstates what workers
are seeing in their paychecks,”
Kolko said.
“Still, these broader employment measures remain near their
post-recession bests, and wages
are moving in the right direction,”
he said.
Gus Faucher, PNC’s chief econ-

tion, hundreds of companies have
announced raises and bonuses.
The economy in the final three
months of last year grew at a slower
pace than expected — 2.6 percent
— and expanded at a 2.3 percent
pace for the year, which was better
than 2016’s 1.5 percent growth rate.
The economy added 2.17 million jobs in 2017, up from the
2.05 million initially reported after
revisions to the data.
That makes last year’s labor
market expansion the slowest since
2012.
Last year marked the seventh
straight of annual employment
growth above 2 million, which is
the longest streak since the technology boom of the late 1990s.
Overall though, employment
continued to improve in construction, restaurants and bars, health
care, and manufacturing.
Construction added 36,000
jobs in January, including 5,000 in
residential building construction.
Overall in the past year, construction employment has increased
226,000 jobs.
Manufacturing added 15,000
jobs and have tacked on 186,000 to
payrolls over the past year.
Employment in restaurants and
bars increased 31,000. The industry
has added 255,000 jobs in the past
12 months.
The health care industry added
21,000 jobs, with a gain of 13,000
in hospitals. In 2017, health care
added an average of 24,000 jobs
a month.
Mining added 6,000 jobs, and
retail hired 15,400 after shedding
25,600 jobs in December.

Rebuttal

(Continued from Page 1)
currently barking dog, former Publisher Sherman Frederick points
out that longtime columnist John L. Smith resigned when the current
newspaper management ordered him to never write about two of the
biggest players on the Strip — Wynn and current newspaper owner and
casino bigwig Sheldon Adelson — because they had unsuccessfully,
repeat, unsuccessfully sued him over passages in books he had written.

DO YOU NEED AN EDITOR?

Have you been embarrassed lately when someone pointed out
to you that you misspelled a word in your report or maybe had
a whole sentence all messed up? Have you personally felt that
you could’ve done a much better job on that manuscript but just
didn’t have the time?
Why put off doing what you know you should have done before:
call in an editor! As a word-, sentence-, and document-doctor,
she will fix what needs fixing by adding a little of this or that,
and taking out what shouldn’t have been there in the first place.
Give yourself the luxury of looking your best in print!
Editor-at-your-service@gmail.com. 1-775-513-0942
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A picture is worth a thousand words

Can you imagine arriving at your place of business in the morning
to face this panorama? Only in Ward 3.

Budget Deal
(Continued from Page 1)
“I’m optimistic that very soon
we’ll be able to reach an agreement,” McConnell told reporters,
predicting that another shutdown
this week is very unlikely.
“I don’t think that’s going to
happen,” McConnell said of a possible shutdown. “I think we’re on
the way to getting an agreement and
on the way to getting an agreement
very soon.”
Schumer said he also expected
a deal soon that would set higher
spending levels for defense and
non-defense programs.
“I’m very pleased to report my
meeting with Leader McConnell
went very well. We’re making real
progress on a spending deal that
would increase the caps for both
military and middle-class priorities on the domestic side that my
colleagues have been fighting for.”
Schumer said some “outstanding
issues” remain, but stressed he is
“very hopeful” for a deal.
Under the proposed deal, the
Senate would approve as early as
Wednesday a stopgap measure
to keep the government open for
six weeks. The legislation would
also include budgetary ceilings for
defense and non-defense spending
that reflect the Schumer-McConnell
agreement.
Defense spending would be
raised more than non-defense

spending, breaking the dollar-for-dollar link that Democrats
have insisted upon. Lawmakers
said the defense-spending budget
cap would be hiked by $80 billion,
while the non-defense cap would
be hiked by $63 billion.
While this would be a concession from Democrats, they also
agreed to a deal last spring that
broke the dollar-for-dollar link. And
Democrats could also get money
for community health centers and
disaster relief as part of the stopgap,
though some of those details are
still under negotiation.
The stopgap would give Congress more time to work on the
longer-term omnibus funding bill,
which would cover government
spending for the rest of fiscal year
2018.
Democrats had previously insisted that any deal include language to
protect immigrants brought to the
country illegally as children. The
deal would not include such protections, but McConnell is agreeing
to a floor debate meant to produce
immigration legislation and deal
with the issue of Dreamers.
The optimistic takes from
Schumer and McConnell stood in
contrast to remarks from Trump on
Tuesday, who said he welcomed a
shutdown if it would get Democrats
to bend.
“I’d love to see a shutdown if

AJ Maimbourg/Ed Klapproth, Co-Founders
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we don’t get this stuff taken care
of,” Trump said at a White House
meeting.
“If we have to shut it down
because the Democrats don’t want
safety and, unrelated but still related, they don’t want to take care of
our military, then shut it down.”
Trump’s statement angered
Schumer, but didn’t appear to put
the potential agreement in any
danger.
“That speaks for itself. We had
one Trump shutdown, nobody
wants another maybe except him,”
Schumer said.
It also appears lawmakers in
both parties would rather avoid
more shutdowns after the three-day
government stoppage in January.
While Democrats were seen as
getting the worst of that showdown,
both parties are tired of the stopgap
funding measures and see risks in
the perpetual shutdowns.
One Republican lawmaker attending the White House meeting
pushed back at Trump.
“We don’t need a government
shutdown on this,” Rep. Barbara
Comstock (Va.) said, according to
a White House pool report. Comstock represents constituents in a
Virginia suburb of Washington,
D.C., that includes thousands of
federal workers. She’s also a top

Democratic target in the midterm
elections.
House Republicans plan to
vote Tuesday night on a six-week
stopgap that also includes a year of
defense spending.
The current plan is for the Senate
to vote on a stand-alone, yearlong
defense appropriations bill as soon
as Wednesday.
That vote will fail to reach the 60
votes necessary to end a filibuster,
and is intended to demonstrate that
the House bill does not have enough
votes to pass the Senate, according
to a senior Senate aide familiar with
internal deliberations.
If Democrats block a bill, McConnell could then amend the
House resolution to include the
budget caps.
In the House, the deal seems
likely to draw opposition from
conservative Republicans, though
members of the House Freedom
Caucus said they needed to review
details before taking a position.
“It depends on what the budget
caps deal is. Some of the numbers
that are being talked about are
obviously much higher than what
conservatives would support,”
Freedom Caucus Chairman Mark
Meadows (R-N.C.) told The Hill
on Tuesday afternoon.
“We’ll have to look. I want to see

what comes back. Are they going
to put the disaster money on this?
Are they going to put debt ceiling
on this?” said Rep. Jim Jordan
(R-Ohio), a former chairman of
the Freedom Caucus. “I’m for increasing defense, but then holding
the line on non-defense.”
Congress also needs to raise the
debt ceiling soon, in part because
the federal government is taking
in less tax revenue after passage of
December’s tax-cut package.
Jordan argued that pairing an
$81 billion disaster aid package
with higher spending caps would
amount to “the second largest
discretionary spending increase in
a decade.”
“That would be problematic for
me,” he added.
House Speaker Paul Ryan
(R-Wis.) could tweak the Senate
bill to make it more acceptable to
conservatives and send it back to
the Senate, but that would be risky
with government funding due to
expire on Feb. 8.
A large number of House Democrats are likely to support any deal
that Schumer signs off on but so
far they are withholding support
to keep their leverage in the immigration fight.
“The budget caps are leverage,”
House Minority Whip Steny Hoyer
(D-Md.) said Tuesday.
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Senate documents show FBI trying to suppress
release of new Trump dossier information

By Sharyl Attkisson
The Hill contributor
Republican senators Charles
Grassley (Iowa) and Lindsey Graham (S.C.) on Monday released a
letter they sent to the FBI asking
that ex-British spy Christopher
Steele be investigated for possible
criminal violations. Steele authored
the anti-Trump “dossier” that was
full of false or unverified information, provided to the FBI and leaked
to the press in 2016.
The FBI secretly used the Steele
dossier to convince a Foreign
Intelligence Surveillance Court to
permit one of the most sensitive
invasions of privacy against a U.S.
citizen: electronic surveillance by
the government.
Top Obama and Trump officials
signed four wiretap applications
against Trump adviser Carter Page
starting in fall of 2016 — a month
before the presidential election
— relying, in part, on the dossier.
That’s according to House Republicans who, on Friday, released a
summary of classified documents
they reviewed.
The FBI’s reliance on the anti-Trump dossier is questionable
because while the judge was reportedly told the author had political
motivations, the FBI allegedly did
not disclose who funded it: Donald
Trump’s chief opponent in the presidential race — the Hillary Clinton
campaign — and the Democratic
National Committee.
Not only that, the newly-released criminal referral says Steele
actually incorporated information
that was funneled to him through
Clinton associates and the U.S.
State Department where Clinton
had served as Secretary of State
from 2009 to early 2013. In a memo
dated Oct. 19, 2016, Steele wrote
that a foreign source who was in
touch with “a friend of the Clintons” passed him material through a
U.S. State Department connection.
Even more problematic, the FBI
may have violated strict rules —
Woods Procedures — that forbid it
from presenting even a single unverified fact to the special court, let
alone a lengthy dossier full of them.
The criminal referral unveiled
today says Steele’s possible violations involve claims he reportedly
made about his dealings with the
media. Conflicting accounts arose
as part of a lawsuit in Great Britain
where Steele is defending a libel

claim made by a Russian businessman. Steele publicly accused
him of hacking the Democratic
Party. The criminal referral is not a
formal accusation of wrongdoing
against Steele, but a request for an
investigation.
Conflicts of interest?
In the bigger picture, the criminal referral highlights conflicts of
interest questions emerging in the
wide-ranging investigations:
The Steele criminal referral in
essence asks the FBI to investigate
a source with whom FBI officials
collaborated, and whose evidence
they used in a fashion that’s under
congressional investigation.
The referral was addressed to
Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein who himself signed at least
one of the questionable wiretap applications using the Steele dossier.
It was also addressed to FBI
Director Christopher Wray whose
choice for general counsel, Dana
Boente, also signed at least one of
the wiretap applications. Boente
replaced James Baker, a confidante
of former FBI Director James Comey, who signed three of the wiretap
applications. (Baker was reassigned
in December after questions arose
about leaks promoting the anti-Trump material in the dossier.
Last June, Comey admitted that he
secretly orchestrated a leak to the
press to prompt a special counsel
investigation of any Trump-Russia

(Continued from Page 3)
He later moved to the Justice
Department’s criminal division in
Washington, where he served as
chief of staff for a period spanning
the Clinton and Bush administrations.
Bush later appointed Horowitz
to a six-year term as a commissioner of the U.S. Sentencing
Commission, an agency within the
judicial branch that writes sentencing guidelines for federal courts.
He was then selected by President
Obama to serve as the Justice Department’s top watchdog in 2011.
His job is demanding. Horowitz
oversees a department of nearly 500
employees who are responsible for

investigating waste, fraud, abuse
and misconduct within the Justice
Department.
“You’re there to help the agency succeed in doing its job,” said
Hamel, who has known Horowitz
since his days working in New
York. “They have to be independent
to do that job. They can’t be swayed
by political issues.”
He is best remembered in his
current role for coming down hard
on regional officials at Justice and
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives for the
infamous “Fast and Furious” operation in which officials allowed the
illegal sale of firearms in a botched
effort to track Mexican drug cartels.

Clinton Case

ties. Robert Mueller was appointed
two days later.)
Other potential conflicts of interest became apparent when senators
Grassley and Graham asked the

FBI for permission to release the
Steele criminal referral last month.
Grassley says the FBI stonewalled
— then claimed that unclassified
information was actually classified

and said it could not be released.
Unlike the House of Representatives, which has processes allowing members to release formerly
classified material without FBI
approval, the Senate requires the
FBI’s permission.
That’s why the documents released today still contain significant
blacked out or redacted portions.
The FBI’s explanation for that is
also partly redacted. FBI Assistant
Director for Congressional Affairs
Gregory Bower stated “the FBI
cannot and will not weaken its commitment to protecting [redacted].
Public reporting about [redacted]
does not affect the FBI’s policy with
respect to classification [redacted]
nor does it diminish our obligations
[redacted].”
Page, the target of at least four
secret government wiretaps, has not
been accused of any wrongdoing.
*****
Sharyl Attkisson (@SharylAttkisson) is an Emmy-award winning
investigative journalist, author of
The New York Times bestsellers
“The Smear” and “Stonewalled,”
and host of Sinclair’s Sunday TV
program “Full Measure.”

(Continued from Page 1)
White House press secretary Sarah
Huckabee Sanders said in reference
to the Democrats’ memo.
Rep. Adam Schiff (D-Calif.),
the ranking member on the panel,
said on Monday that the FBI and
DOJ already have a copy of the
document, but that they had not
yet provided any feedback. He
expressed concerns that the White
House would attempt to redact the
document to protect itself.
“We want to make sure the
White House does not redact our
memo for political purposes and
obviously that’s a deep concern,”
Schiff told reporters after the vote.
Some committee Republicans
who have seen the Democratic
memo had previously said it is
highly detailed and would need to
be heavily redacted before release.
House Speaker Paul Ryan (R-Wis.)
has also alluded to the need to protect intelligence sources and methods in offering tempered support
for its release.
“If it is scrubbed to ensure it
does not reveal sources and methods of our intelligence gathering,
the speaker supports the release of
the Democrats’ memo,” AshLee
Strong, a spokeswoman for Ryan,
said in a statement last week.
Republicans appear split on
the need for redactions in the document. According to Rep. Mike
Conaway (R-Texas), a senior member of the panel who is leading its
investigation into Russia’s election
interference, the document has

36 footnotes that he believes “are
way too precise” and will almost
certainly have to be blacked out —
although he noted the main body of
the document is likely on sounder
footing.
But, he noted, “Mr. Schiff thinks
there are [things that should be
redacted], otherwise he wouldn’t
have made it such a big deal about
having the FBI and Department of
Justice scrub their memo.”
Rep. Tom Rooney (R-Fla.)
told reporters that he did not think
there was much material in the
Democratic memo that would need
to be redacted, but he said he did
not think it was an accurate representation “for a million different
reasons.”
“Just from my reading of it, I
don’t think there was much in there
that would be redacted,” he said.
“I’m all for letting the people see it
and decide for themselves.”
Nunes declined to speak to reporters after the vote.

If Trump does block the document’s release, the full House can
override him and force the publication of the memo.
Rooney told reporters after the
vote that he did not anticipate the
president to reject the publication
of the document, but declined to
comment on whether that would
kickstart a full-chamber vote.
“I don’t think he’s going to do
that but we’ll cross that bridge
when we come to it,” he said.
Intelligence Committee Republicans last week voted down
a measure that would have made
the Democratic memo public at
the same time as the Nunes memo.
The panel did vote to make the
document available to the entire
House, as it had previously done
with the Republican memo.
“It is our expectation that our
memo will be going to the White
House tonight, so as of tonight,
that five-day clock is ticking,”
Schiff said.
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GOP probes put new focus on State Dept.

By Jonathan Easley
and Katie Bo Williams
The Hill
Republicans have former President Obama’s State Department
in their crosshairs as they question
whether FBI and Justice Department investigations into President
Trump were tainted by political bias
and influence from key figures in
Hillary Clinton’s orbit.
Congressional Republicans
have signaled that they are looking
at whether the State Department,
then run by John Kerry, passed
along information from Clinton’s
allies that may have been used by
the FBI to launch an investigation
into whether the Trump campaign
had improper contacts with Russia.
A highly redacted criminal referral from Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Chuck Grassley
(R-Iowa) to FBI Director Christopher Wray and Deputy Attorney
General Rod Rosenstein offers new
clues about the GOP probes.
In the referral, Grassley writes
that former British intelligence
official Christopher Steele crafted
a memo in addition to the infamous
dossier of opposition research on
Trump funded first by the conservative Washington Free Beacon
website and then by the Democratic
National Committee and Hillary
Clinton’s presidential campaign.
Grassley has referred Steele to the
Justice Department for a criminal
investigation, alleging that he lied
to the FBI about his contacts with
the media.
The memo, dated Oct. 19, was
given to Steele by a contact at the
State Department and was based on
information provided by “a friend
of the Clintons,” Grassley said.
The contents of the October
memo are redacted and its allegations are unknown, but Grassley
said he was troubled that people
linked to Clinton were providing
Steele with the information.
“It is troubling enough that
the Clinton campaign funded Mr.
Steele’s work, but that these Clinton
associates were contemporaneously
feeding Mr. Steele allegations raises
additional concerns about credibility,” Grassley wrote.
The new GOP focus on the State
Department is part of an effort by
Republicans to raise questions
about the veracity of the information Steele provided to the FBI and
about whether Obama administration officials abused their powers
in launching investigations into
Trump and his aides.
House Intelligence Committee
Chairman Devin Nunes (R-Calif.),
who has been at the center of GOP
arguments that the FBI acted inappropriately, said on Monday that
“phase two” of his investigation
could focus on the State Department.
“What we’re looking at now is
the State Department and some of
the irregularities there, and we have
several other areas we’re looking
at,” Nunes said on Fox News Channel’s “Fox & Friends.”
In a controversial memo released
Friday after Trump overruled objections from the FBI, Republicans on
the House Intelligence Committee
alleged that the so-called Steele
dossier had been inappropriately
used to obtain a warrant to spy on
a Trump campaign official and that
the FBI and Justice Department had
hidden from the surveillance court
that the information had been paid
for in part by Democrats.
The documents released by
Grassley and Nunes’s comments
suggest their probes will now
open another front with the State

Department, suggesting officials
there inappropriately circulated
information to Steele that was then
used by the FBI.
Democrats on the Intelligence
Committee say they were surprised
to learn that Nunes is probing the
State Department and argue that it
is a violation of committee rules
to launch a formal investigation
without the input of the minority.
Speaking on CNN on Monday,
Rep. Adam Schiff (Calif.), the ranking Democrat on the committee,
accused Trump and the Republicans
of seeking to demonize anyone
seeking information about Russia’s
meddling in the 2016 presidential
election.
“This president, like Nixon, has
his own enemies list, and anyone
involved in the investigation is
basically on that list,” Schiff said.
Trump earlier on Monday accused “Little Adam Schiff” of leaking confidential information, saying
he was “desperate to run for higher
office” and “one of the biggest liars
and leakers in Washington.”
“Adam leaves closed committee
hearings to illegally leak confidential information. Must be stopped!”
Trump tweeted.
GOP lawmakers are privately
buzzing about two longtime Clinton
confidants — Sidney Blumenthal
and Cody Shearer — as the likely
sources for the October memo,
which they believe reached Steele
through his contact at the Obama
State Department, Jonathan Winer.
Speaking Sunday on CBS’s
“Face the Nation,” former Assistant
Secretary of State Victoria Nuland
said that Steele had unilaterally
reached out to the State Department
because he had become alarmed by
what he was learning about Trump.
“Chris had a friend at the State
Department and he offered us that
reporting free so that we could also
benefit from it,” Nuland said. “It
was one of, you know, hundreds of
sources that we were using to try
to understand what was going on.”
“He passed two- to four-pages of
short points of what he was finding,
and our immediate reaction to that
was this is not in our purview,” she
continued. “This needs to go to the
FBI if there is any concern here that
one candidate or the election as a
whole might be influenced by the
Russian Federation. That’s something for the FBI to investigate.
And that was our reaction when
we saw this.”
The Washington Post and The
Guardian have previously reported on the existence of a possible
“second dossier” and the State
Department’s contacts with Steele.
The Guardian reported last week
on the existence of a second dossier,
which it said had been compiled by
Shearer, who was known to be close
with the Clintons in the 1990s. That

story says the FBI is still assessing
claims made in Shearer’s memo,
claims that are believed to track
closely with those in the original
Steele dossier, which alleges that
Trump is compromised by deep ties
to the Kremlin.
The Post had previously reported that Steele had extensive
contacts with Kerry’s State Department, which relied on him in an
unofficial capacity for intelligence

about the conflict between Russia
and Ukraine. The Post reported that
Steele sent monthly reports to Winer, who later prepared a summary of
the information he’d received from
Steele about Trump and briefed
Kerry on the findings in the fall of
2016. The Post said that Kerry did
not act on the information because
the FBI had already been in contact
with Steele.
State Department officials quot-

ed in the Post story insisted there
was nothing nefarious about the
agency’s contacts with Steele. At
the time, he was a well-respected
intelligence source and had not
become the political lightning rod
he is today. It is normal for the
department to collect information
from a range of official and unofficial channels to understand what is
happening abroad.
The House Intelligence Committee memo says that the FBI cut
Steele loose as an informant after
it discovered he had briefed news
outlets on his findings about Trump
and had divulged to reporters that
he was an FBI source.
Republicans are apoplectic,
claiming that the FBI and Justice
Department sought and received
a foreign surveillance warrant on
Trump campaign adviser Carter
Page without revealing that the
dossier was paid for in part by the
Democrats.
Democrats argue that there was
a mountain of evidence to justify
spying on Page and that the surveillance court was informed that
the dossier was a “political” memo,
even if it didn’t specify that Clinton
and the Democratic National Committee were behind it.

No NFL players kneel during
Super Bowl national anthem

By Brandon Conradis
The Hill
No players knelt or sat during
the national anthem as the Super
Bowl kicked off in Minneapolis
on Sunday, according to The Associated Press.
Pop singer Pink performed a
rendition of the song as players
for the New England Patriots and
Philadelphia Eagles stood on the
sidelines.
Many Patriots players could be
seen with their hands over their
hearts, the AP reported.
Prior to the game, President

Trump released a statement in
which he called on Americans to
“proudly stand for the National
Anthem.”
The NFL season has been rocked
by controversy as players have
protested police violence and racial injustice by kneeling or sitting
during the anthem, raising the ire of
many on the right, including Trump.
Though the protests were started
in 2016 by current free agent Colin
Kaepernick, Trump fanned the
flames in September when he said
the league should fire the protesters.
His call led to a wave of player

protests across the league, as well
as heightened tensions between
players and league representatives.
The protests have become one of
the most contentious social issues
of Trump’s presidency, fueling
speculation about whether players
would kneel during the Super Bowl,
the league’s annual championship
and arguably the biggest American
television event of the year.
Trump hosted a Super Bowl
watch party at his golf course in
West Palm Beach, Fla., before
returning to Washington, D.C. on
Sunday.
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Nevada Dems display disrespectful distraction
By Thomas Mitchell
Nevada Democrats have taken
identity politics to a whole new
level. They have not just lowered
the bar, they have buried it.
Recently they held a press conference to announce the state party’s
mascot for the 2018 election season
— Mitch McTurtle. Apparently
without a hint of embarrassment
state Democratic Party Chairman
William McCurdy unveiled the
mascot. It was someone dressed
in a turtle costume and holding a
faux bag of cash, displaying a name
tag reading “Mitch” and standing
in front of a sign saying “shelling
out millions for Dean Heller since
2011.”
The mascot looked like a parody
of a Mutant Ninja Turtle, moviedom’s parody of super heroes,
making it a parody of a parody.
Is a parody of a parody a double
negative and thus a positive?
The character apparently is
meant to ridicule Republican Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell of Kentucky, not because
he moves legislation through the
muck and mire of the swamp on
the Potomac at the pace of a turtle,
but because of his appearance, of
all things.
It seems some editorial cartoonists think the older white man
McConnell’s thick neck and pointy
head protruding from the shell of a
suit and tie resemble a turtle. Imagine the hue and cry and pitch forks
and torches that would be brought
out if some Republican ridiculed

someone, anyone because of their
appearance, skin pigmentation,
gender, sexual orientation or gender
identity.
We presume the costumed character is the 2018 version of the
person in the chicken suit who
hung around Republican events in
2010 to ridicule Republican senate
candidate Sue Lowden for her
nostalgic comment about the old
days in rural Nevada when doctors
did house calls and were paid in
chickens instead of government
welfare subsidies.
Some Democrats, without a hint
of shame, discomfort or awkwardness, even posed with the green-bedecked character for photos that
were posted online.

In this election year there are
so many real issues that need to be
addressed.
All the representative seats are
on the ballot. Two will be open
seats, as Congressional District
4 Rep. Democrat Ruben Kihuen,
under a cloud of sexual harassment
allegations, will not be seeking
re-election, and Congressional
District 3 Democrat Rep. Jacky
Rosen has announced she will oppose Republican Sen. Dean Heller,
the designated target of the turtle
mascot.
But first Heller must face Republican Danny Tarkanian in a
primary, presumably sans turtle
mascot in tow.
Former CD4 Reps. Cresent

By Alexander Bolton
The Hill
Republicans are feeling better
about their prospects in the midterm
elections, buoyed by recent polls
that show their numbers improving.
An ebullient President Trump
touted the shift in public sentiment
reflected in recent polls during a
joint Senate-House Republican
retreat in West Virginia this week.
“I just looked at some numbers,
you’ve even done better than you
thought,” Trump told lawmakers,
citing poll numbers he discussed
Thursday with National Republican
Congressional Committee (NRCC)
Chairman Steve Stivers (R-Ohio).
“The numbers are pretty good
and that’s one example of how
things are getting better,” Stivers
told reporters after discussing polling numbers with Trump.
Stivers said the bump in Trump’s
approval rating is a good sign for
Republicans running for reelection.
“No president in their second
year has seen their approval rating
go up except now this one,” Stivers
noted.
GOP lawmakers discussed the
favorable turn in poll numbers
during their retreat.
Pollsters David Winston and
Myra Miller of the Winston Group
gave a presentation to lawmakers Wednesday evening entitled
“Middle Class Americans’ Views
of the Tax Plan: The Opportunity
for 2018.”
A Monmouth University Poll
released Wednesday showed that
Trump’s approval rating had
jumped 10 points compared to
last month, while the Democratic
advantage on the generic ballot had
shrunk to 2 percentage points.
A nationwide Monmouth survey
in December showed Democrats
with a 15-point advantage on the
generic ballot.
The generic ballot question,
which asks respondents if they
would be more likely to vote
for a Democratic or Republican
candidate in their own district, is
considered an indicator of future
wave elections.
A Reuters/Ipsos poll released
Wednesday showed that Trump’s
approval rating has ticked up in the
past week.
Another Reuters/Ipsos poll
shows voters think Republicans
have a better plan for jobs and
employment than Democrats, by
a margin of 37.6 percent to 27.8
percent.
“The numbers for or against
Republicans in different states
have moved dramatically favorable,
where two months ago there was
a much lower rating,” said Sen.
James Lankford (R-Okla.). “There
were about four or five polls they
listed out.”
The swing in the polling num-

bers has been matched by a swing
in sentiment.
The political landscape looked
bleakest for the GOP in the second half of 2017, after their top
legislative priority — the repeal
and replacement of ObamaCare —
floundered in the Senate.
That failure raised doubts over
Trump’s ability to work with Congress to deliver accomplishments.
Meanwhile, public attention
was fixed on the appointment of
special counsel Robert Mueller to
investigate allegations of collusion
between Trump’s inner circle and
Russian government officials, as
well as potential obstruction of
justice by the president.
Trump’s approval rating hit a
low of 33 percent in the Reuters/
Ipsos tracking poll on Dec. 13, a
week before Congress passed the
final version of the tax package.
Democrats on Friday dismissed
the optimistic talk from Republicans, arguing that, while Trump’s
numbers have improved, they’re
still low.
“President Trump’s numbers are
abysmal, and it’s dragging down
vulnerable House Republicans deep
into the map. Any slight uptick is
starting at a very low bar,” said
Tyler Law, a spokesman for the
Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee.
Democrats need a net gain of
24 seats to recapture control of the
House and two seats to win back
the Senate.
Democrats say House Republicans are vulnerable because they
have suffered a spate of retirements
and face trouble recruiting strong
candidates to make up for those
losses.
“For the candidates that the
NRCC has touted in their ‘Young
Guns’ program, they have either
completely failed to launch or
fizzled out. Simply put, House Republicans’ offensive opportunities
are nonexistent — a bad sign for
an already imperiled Republican
majority,” Law said.
Republicans have also faced
trouble convincing top potential
Senate recruits to run against vulnerable Democratic senators.
“Republicans spent the last
year working to raise health care
costs and then give a tax break to
millionaires and big corporations
while middle class voters foot
the bill,” Democratic Senatorial
Campaign Committee spokesman
David Bergstein said in a statement.
“No wonder they lost their first,
second, third and in some cases
fourth choice recruits and are now
struggling through divisive and
nasty primaries.”
A Democratic wave looked all
but inevitable two months ago.
Some in the party were talking
in mid-December about a 40-seat

pickup, but a tsunami of that magnitude now looks much less likely.
Rep. Greg Walden (R-Ore.), a
former NRCC chairman, said the
environment is looking “much
better” for his party compared to
two months ago.
“I think you’re seeing all the
data improve,” Walden said.
Walden believes Democrats
made a tactical mistake by taking
a hard stance against the tax bill.
It passed the Senate and House
without a single Democratic vote
in either chamber.
“The Democrats have completely overplayed their hand.
When [House Democratic Leader]
Nancy Pelosi [Calif.] says $1,000
or $2,000 is ‘crumbs,’ people in
West Virginia, rural Oregon go,
‘$1000 is a lot of money to me,’ ”
Walden said.
He argued the tax victory also
saved the party’s standing with its
conservative base, which threatened to desert them following the
health-care debacle.

Polls swing toward GOP, easing
many fears of midterm disaster

Hardy, a Republican defeated by
Kihuen two years ago, and Steven
Horsford, a Democrat defeated by
Hardy four years ago, have already
announced for the seat that covers
northern Clark County and the
southern half of rural Nevada.
There is also a wide open race
for governor since Gov. Brian Sandoval is term limited.
On the Republican side Attorney
General Adam Laxalt is leading
Treasurer Dan Schwartz in the
polls.
On the Democrat side the current
front runners appear to be Clark
County Commissioners Chris Giunchigliani and Steve Sisolak.
The real issues nationally include the current hot buttons of
immigration, border security, the
budget, deficit and debt reduction,
entitlement reform, earmarks,

restoration of military might, trade
agreements and tariffs, energy independence, health care and health
insurance and so much more.
At the state level the issues will
include taxation, Yucca Mountain,
minimum wage, prevailing wages,
voter ID, mental health, Medicaid
eligibility, aid for veterans, tax
abatements and more.
We wonder how many people
have any clue as to just who Mitch
McConnell is or that he took over
the mantle of majority leader from
Sen. Harry Reid.
This ignoble mascot endeavor
by Nevada Democrats to ridicule
a person’s physical appearance
deserves a hearty horse laugh and
a heaping ration of mockery, scorn,
scoffing, taunts, jeers, lampooning
and jibes. Let them begin and continue apace.

Profit before proselytizing
at the morning newspaper?

Last six-page Viewpoints section
By Thomas Mitchell
online content. The putative editor
Everybody assumed that when of the alleged newspaper states that
casino billionaire Sheldon Adelson this is because, under the joint opbought the Las Vegas newspaper erating agreement that requires the
two years ago for an obscene $140 Sun to be inserted in the morning
million — $38 million more than paper, the Sun gets a percentage
the previous owner had paid nine of the R-J’s profits, but there are
months earlier — that he intended no profits.
to use the paper to spread more of
“The current management of
his conservative political views. the Review-Journal plunged the
After all, he was spending millions newspaper into a loss immediately
of his gambling-generated assets to after purchasing the newspaper in
support conservative candidates for 2015. To date, the Review-Jourpublic office.
nal’s management continues to run
Apparently, profit is more im- a money-losing newspaper,” he
portant than proselytizing.
writes every day. “We hope they
Without fanfare and apparently find a way to turn the R-J around
without notice, the Review-Journal in the face of ongoing revenue and
recently cut its opinion pages on circulation decline.”
Sundays from six pages to four and
The R-J bid for that profitability
on Wednesdays and Fridays to one appears to be thinner paper and
page instead of two. This follows fewer pages, though considerably
what appears to be the purchase of more savings could be netted by
thinner newsprint — possibly down dropping the 10- to six-page, adfrom 32-pound stock to 30-pound, free Sun insert.
would be an educated guess — as
The morning paper has already
the price of newsprint has increased made a symbolic gesture in that
steadily recently and the threat of direction. For years the Sun insert
tariffs on Canadian paper has been has been included in the online
raised.
electronic replica, dubbed the eEdBuoying this supposition is ition, of the printed paper, but two
the fact that since the middle of weeks after the Sun started running
January, the Las Vegas Sun insert its daily notice about charging for
has been running a daily front online content the eEdition dropped
page announcement saying that it the Sun. Petty payback perhaps?
is now charging for access to its Portent of things to come?

Score BIG With DISH Deals!
190 Channels

49

Now only ...

$

for 24 months

Switch to DISH and
Get a FREE Echo Dot

“Alexa, go to ESPN.”

LIMITED TIME! ASK TODAY!
Hands-Free TV™

/mo.

ADD HIGH-SPEED
INTERNET

14.95

$

/mo.

Subject to availability.
Restrictions apply.

Restrictions apply.

FREE

99
.

PREMIUM
CHANNELS
For 3 months.

FREE

SAME DAY
INSTALLATION
in up to 6 rooms

CALL TODAY - INSTALLED TODAY!
where available

Offer subject to change based on premium channel availability.

FREE Whole
Home HD DVR
Upgrade

HBO Included
At No Cost!

Now, for a limited time
get America’s most
popular premium
network, a $180 value,
included for 12 months
when you purchase a
qualifying Dish Network
TV package!

for qualifying packages or credit qualification

• Receive a free Hopper
3 DVR upgrade for up
to 4 TVs
• Record up to 16 shows
at once
• Watch live and recorded
TV on any device
• Store up to 2,000 hours
of TV shows

Call Today - Promo Code: FreeEchoDot

1-855-977-7038

Offer for new and qualifying former customers only. Important Terms and Conditions: EchoDot: Requires credit qualification and new DISH activation with Hopper® with Sling® or Hopper3®. Free Echo Dot provided by DISH. Amazon is not a sponsor of this promotion. Alexa, Echo, Echo Dot, Amazon Tap, and all related logos
are trademarks of Amazon.com, Inc. or its affiliates. Qualification: Advertised price requires credit qualification and eAutoPay. Upfront activation and/or receiver upgrade fees may apply based on credit qualification. Offer ends 10/18/17. 2-Year Commitment: Early termination fee of $20/mo. remaining applies if you cancel early.
Included in 2-year price guarantee at $49.99 advertised price: America's Top 120 programming package, Local channels HD service fees, and equipment for 1 TV. Included in 2-year price guarantee for additional cost: Programming package upgrades ($59.99 for AT120+, $69.99 for AT200, $79.99 for AT250), monthly fees for
additional receivers ($5-$7 per additional TV, receivers with additional functionality may be $10-$15) and monthly DVR fees ($10-$15). NOT included in 2-year price guarantee or advertised price (and subject to change): Taxes & surcharges, add-on programming (including premium channels), DISH Protect, and transactional
fees. Premium Channels: HBO: After 12 mos., you will be billed $15/mo. unless you call to cancel. 3 Mos. Free: After 3 mos., you will be billed $40/mo. for Cinemax, Showtime, Starz and DISH Movie Pack unless you call to cancel. With PrimeTime Anytime record ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC plus two channels. With addition of Super Joey
record two additional channels. Commercial skip feature is available at varying times, starting the day after airing, for select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC recorded with PrimeTime Anytime. Recording hours vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on equipment available from major TV
providers as of 4/1/17. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires an Internet-connected, Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device . Other: All packages, programming, features, and functionality and all prices and fees not included in price lock are subject to change without notice. After 6 mos., you will be billed
$8.99/mo. for DISH Protect unless you call to cancel. After 2 years, then-current everyday prices for all services apply. For business customers, additional monthly fees may apply. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime
Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. With PrimeTime Anytime record ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC plus two channels. With addition of Super Joey record two additional channels. Commercial skip feature is available at varying times, starting the day after
airing, for select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC recorded with PrimeTime Anytime. Recording hours vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on equipment available from major TV providers as of 4/1/17. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires an Internet-connected,
Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device. All offers require credit qualification, 2-Year commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay.

Page 8 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / February 7-13, 2018

TRAFFIC UPDATE
I-15 North to Charleston
East off-ramp closing for
30 days, starting Feb. 4
Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
The Nevada Department of
Transportation (NDOT) will close
the Interstate 15 northbound to
Charleston Boulevard eastbound
off-ramp in downtown Las Vegas
starting at 9 p.m., February 4.
The ramp closure will remain in
place for 30 days for work related
to Project Neon — a nearly $1
billion 3.7-mile-long widening of
Interstate 15 from the Spaghetti
Bowl interchange to Sahara Avenue.
Kiewit Infrastructure West Co. is
the design-build general contractor,
with Atkins North America as lead
designer.
Motorists should use caution
while travelling through the work

zone, heed construction signage,
and take alternate detour routes, if
possible. Check the Project Neon
website (NDOTProjectNeon.com)
or Facebook, LinkedIn, and Twitter
pages (@NDOTProjectNeon) for
up to date information. There
is also a free smart phone app
available, plus a hotline available
in both English and Spanish at:
702-293-NEON (6366). NDOT
works to inform the public about
planned highway restrictions,
but unscheduled construction
changes, closures and restrictions
are possible due to weather or other
factors. For the latest state highway
conditions, visit nvroads.com or
call 511 before driving.

U.S. Highway 95
southbound closure
Monday, Febuary 6

Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
The Nevada Department of
Transportation (NDOT) will close
southbound U.S. Highway 95
between Decatur Boulevard and
the Spaghetti Bowl interchange
from 11 p.m., February 5, until
5 a.m., February 6, in downtown
Las Vegas.
The temporary closure is needed
for construction of a carpool flyover
ramp as part of Project Neon– a
nearly $1 billion 4-mile-long widening of Interstate 15 from the Spaghetti Bowl interchange to Sahara
Avenue that broke ground in 2016.
Kiewit Infrastructure West Co. is
the design-build general contractor,
with Atkins North America as lead
designer.
Motorists should use caution

while travelling through the work
zone, heed construction signage,
and take alternate detour routes, if
possible.
Check the Project Neon website
(NDOTProjectNeon.com) or Facebook, LinkedIn, and Twitter pages
(@NDOTProjectNeon) for up to
date information. There is also a
free smart phone app available,
plus a hotline available in both
English and Spanish at: 702-293NEON (6366). NDOT works to
inform the public about planned
highway restrictions, but unscheduled construction changes, closures
and restrictions are possible due to
weather or other factors.
For the latest state highway
conditions, visit nvroads.com or
call 511 before driving.

Survey ranks Nevada
bridges nation’s best
for fifth straight year
Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
The Nevada Department of Transportation’s (NDOT) bridges were
ranked the nation’s best for the fifth consecutive year. The American Road
and Transportation Builders Association’s (ARTBA) recently released
an analysis of the country’s bridges, based upon the U.S. Department of
Transportation’s bridge inventory data. It shows that only 1.6 percent of
Nevada’s nearly 2,000 public bridges are structurally deficient, earning
it the top ranking nationwide. That compares to the 9 percent national
average.
“We utilize federal and state transportation funding to make important
enhancements to keep Nevada bridges the nation’s best, and, most
importantly, to keep Nevada motorists safe on our bridges,” said NDOT
Director Rudy Malfabon. “Keeping everyone safe and connected on
Nevada’s roads is our primary focus.”
The term structurally deficient describes a bridge in need of some
rehabilitation or potential replacement. It doesn’t necessarily mean it’s
unsafe or dangerous. Rather, these bridges are due for corrective measures;
a vehicle weight restriction may be posted, as a result.
“Federal investment in Nevada has supported $672.3 million for capital
improvements on 184 bridges between 2005 and 2014, with at least 30
undergoing major reconstruction,” said NDOT spokesman Tony Illia.
NDOT inspects all bridges statewide, including city and county
maintained structures, every two years, regardless of condition. However,
bridges with extensive deterioration are inspected more often. Following
large-scale flooding across northwestern Nevada in 2017, NDOT
commissioned additional underwater inspections of impacted bridges,
finding no imminent safety concerns.
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in the world
(only $50 per hour)
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www.RadioTribune.
For additional information
Call (702) 272-4634

Email: Advertisement@LasVegasTribune.com

RadioTribune Lineup
“Open Mic”
Every Tuesday and Thursday at 11:00 a.m., Gordon
Martines hosts “Open Mic,” a popular RadioTribune.
com show. The Anti-Corruption Coalition of Nevada is
the basis for and theme of “Open Mic.”
Gordon Martines was a career police officer with 39
years of on-the-job Law Enforcement experience. Past
cases involving Kevin Daley, Trayvon Cole and a variety
of other covered-up criminal cases, and a billion dollars
worth of missing taxpayer money, are discussed in depth
and at length on the show.
Martines spent four years as police officer with the
Hermosa Beach Police Department before moving here
and resuming his police career in Las Vegas as a Detective in the Robbery/Homicide Bureau, retiring from
the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department after 36
years of police service.
The amount of corruption and cover-ups by executive
Police Administrative officers witnessed by Martines
inside the department led to his decision to contest the
good ol’ boy’s club and run for Clark County Sheriff
three times against what he knew were almost insurmountable odds.
“Open Mic” carries the voice the LVMPD does not
want you to hear, yet it is always there, every Tuesday
and Thursday at 11:00 a.m. on www.radiotribune.com.
Tune in!
*****
“Face The Tribune”
Face the Tribune is heard every Monday through Friday at 12 noon, hosted by Rolando Larraz.
For the last five years “Face The Tribune” has been
the premier show for interviews with politicians, civil
service workers, government officials and activists, and a
voice for those everyday citizens who needed to air their
legal grievances. The Las Vegas Tribune newspaper has
been a part of the Las Vegas community for over 18 years
and is the only independent newspaper in Clark County.
“Face The Tribune” was established as a voice for the
people of Las Vegas and is the only news platform where
judges, city councilmen, local businessmen and women, as well as Mr. or Ms. Local Citizen, can voice their
opinions and share the issues that pertain to Las Vegas.
The show’s host, Rolando Larraz, has been a journalist
in Clark County for over 50 years. He has been a fixture
in the community and a highly respected publisher who
has covered local news and events in Las Vegas since the
mid-’60s. For stories and information not available anywhere else in Las Vegas, tune into “Face The Tribune”
Monday through Friday at 12:00 noon.
*****
COBRA USA with Blu Laker
A daily Radio show Monday through Friday 2:00 p.m.
with live guests on a variety of subjects.
Due to the importance of health care, its out-of-control

costs with no restraints,
millions of Americans are
unable to obtain it. Why?
Our elected officials have
it, they don’t need to worry.
But what about the people
they represent? Find out
why on Cobra USA.
C.O.B.R.A. by the way
is the 1985 Insurance Law
created by Ronald Reagan in 1985 for continuing health care coverage
of health insurance. We
talk about insurance, savings and options available
through King Cobra, the
intended amended ver-
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sion of the original Cobra
program. We invite you to
press Congress for parity in
health care live here at Radio Tribune. Call or email
us at Cobra.blulaker@
gmail.com or call (949)
467- 0613.
Cobra USA is hosted by
Blu Laker, an investigative
reporter who has seen medical programs that work
around the world, with
a cure to the healthcare
problem here. Join him in
these discussions to clear
the air so vital to survival
itself and what you can do

to help. The world has become so large, it’s getting
claustrophobic with traffic,
travel, taxes, soaring costs
for food, water, clothing
and shelter, and what are
we to do? Join us with
your wisdom and knowledge to make America
great again; together we
can make a difference. Let
me pick your brain for the
advancement of humanity.
We are controversial, conservative and considerate
of other people, even when
they may have different
opinions.

Face the
Tribune

‘Face the Tribune’ is hosted
by Rolando Larraz
Monday thru Friday
at 12 noon
on www.RadioTribune.com

COBRA USA
with Blu Laker

KIOF 97.9 FM
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Las Vegas, NV 89101

(702) 425-4088

Monday thru Friday at 2:00 p.m.
on www.RadioTribune.com

Tune in to
RadioTribune
www.RadioTribune.com
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Tune in and listen to those who will tell you the truth,
and nothing but the truth. You’ll discover different
personalities and hear different opinions, but when it
comes to the facts, you’ll always get the truth from us!

Editorials
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A government big enough to give you everything you want, is strong enough to take everything you have. — Thomas Jefferson

Our Point of View

Ultraviolet spent
money to discredit
Wynn Chairman

A national women’s organization spent money to fly an
airplane with a banner in the sky over Wynn Resorts in Las
Vegas, calling the gaming tycoon a predator.
The banner read “Steve Wynn is a predator,” but very
few people claimed seeing the plane and/or the banner, and
according to the Las Vegas daily newspaper that is owned
by Steve Wynn’s fellow billionaire and gaming rival, Sheldon Adelson, Ian Gregor, an FAA spokesperson told the
Review-Journal that “The group’s claim is false… We did
not approve any banner-towing flights in the Las Vegas
Class B airspace today, and no aircraft violated the Class B
airspace today.”
Gregor said that they would “approve or deny the request based on when and where they want to fly, as well
as expected traffic type and volume during the proposed
flight times.” We assume that flying a banner-towing plane
is not cheap, otherwise many Las Vegas businesses would
use it as a form of advertising for their establishments or
entertainment events, and that is what makes us and many
others believe was its intended purpose.
If the Ultraviolet group is so interested in defending and
protecting the rights of those who in one way or another have
been violated, they should be concerned about the several
students of Clark County School District whose innocence
has been violated by their very own school teachers.
Almost on a daily basis we read in the daily newspaper about one or two of the Clark County School District
teachers, custodians, bus drivers or such being arrested
for sexual assault on our youth — whether on students, or
minors under the “legal” age of consent — and committing
all kinds of despicable acts, yet we never heard about this
Ultraviolet group defending those Clark County students
by flying a banner-towing airplane saying that CCSD is a
club for predators; in fact we never heard of this Ultraviolet
group before this attack on Steve Wynn.
It is important to learn who benefits by destroying Steve
Wynn besides his ex-wife; perhaps casino-owner billionaire
and owner of the Review-Journal, Sheldon Adelson; or
maybe an MGM conglomerate with several casinos might
profit from the downfall of yet another casino.
Could the Ultraviolet organization provide the community
with information such as who financed the plane trip? It
is our experience that advocacy groups do not spend their
own money in defending any cause or injustice because in
Clark County, everyone has their hands out asking for a
contribution or a donation, is asking for volunteers, but no
one puts their money where their mouth is.
Just recently Clark County was looking for volunteers to
count the homeless community, and we hope that no one in
the Election Department noticed it because pretty soon those
people that are waiting for election time to earn a $120.00
fee for a twelve-hour shift would be asked to “volunteer”
their services.
It is our humble opinion that no one becomes a millionaire, and much less a billionaire, by being humble, soft, and
fair, or displaying any other good quality.
Steve Wynn has been instrumental in making Las Vegas
an international tourist and convention stop; everything the
man touches turn to gold; he has class, good taste and vision.
Why don’t we ask his neighbor billionaire Adelson how he
made his billions, besides working hard? Or ask Harry Reid
how he became a millionaire on a U.S. Senator’s salary?
Let’s not go that far. Why not ask County Commissioner
Chairman Steve Sisolak, a boiler room operator, how he
got to be so wealthy on a County Commissioner’s salary?
Although we are not condoning any particular behavior,
before the last two or three decades it was very common
for bosses to indulge in extracurricular activities with their
good looking or attractive female employees; it was also a
normal part of the day for a female employee to serve coffee and to have coffee ready for the boss when he walked
into the office; but nowadays that is considered a “sin” and
God forgive the boss who has the audacity to ask a female
employee for coffee, water or to call an ambulance because
he is having a heart attack, because that is not her job and
he is a feminist.
It was nothing unusual for a boss to compliment a female
employee and nothing unusual for a female employee to be
flattered by the flirtations of her boss toward her, but now
thirty years later, she decides that he was not going to be
serious with her and she wants to be remunerated for what
may or may not have happened all those years ago.
Whoever is manipulating all those claims against all
those very rich people need to consider that if they want
to show fairness, they should also make claims against the
not-so-rich men who displayed the same kind of unacceptable behavior — but wait a minute! That wouldn’t work,
because this kind of thing, so many years after the fact, is
always about money!

Candidates should
promise to end earmarks

By Thomas Mitchell
this administration is looking to
Everybody loves to hate earembrace.”
marks. Don’t they?
Heller agrees. In fact he called
Nevada Democratic Congressfor ending earmarks back in 2010,
woman Jacky Rosen, who is running
though he has not been averse to
for the Senate in a bid to unseat
using them on occasion since then.
incumbent Republican Sen. Dean
“The earmark process has become
Heller, recently introduced legislaa symbol of the glut in our nation’s
tion to ban earmarks.
Capitol,” Heller said in a statement
Earmarks are those special interthose eight years ago. “Congress
est spending bills that get attached
must rein in reckless spending. This
to unrelated bills in Washington by
is why I will not request earmarks for
Congress critters hoping to bring
the following fiscal year, and I call
home the bacon in the form of bridgon all the members of the Nevada
ThoMaS MiTchell
es to nowhere, freeway intersections,
delegation to join me in this effort.”
So, not a campaign issue then, since they both agree,
veterans homes in tiny hamlets without enough vets
right? Just a matter of who will fight harder on this
to fill the beds and the like.
“Congress made the right decision when it ended principled stance.
Will Rosen pay heed to the person who hand picked
the practice of earmarks,” said Rep. Rosen in a press
release. “Earmarks represent a return to political fa- her to run for the House two years ago and for the
voritism, unethical practices, and wasteful government Senate this year — former Sen. Harry Reid?
During his final year in the Senate Reid proudly
spending. Our constituents deserve better and I believe
that compromise, not pork barrel projects, is how we labeled himself an earmarks user and passionately
cut through partisan gridlock. I’ll continue working to called for bringing them back, “I am one of the kings
put Nevada families first by reaching across the aisle of earmarks. I think it was a terrible idea, a disservice
to find issues that both Democrats and Republicans to America to come up with this stupid idea, stupid idea
(See Mitchell, Page 12)
agree on, and not through the politics of bribery that

The fox is guarding the chicken coop
By Perly Viasmensky
Many people claim that the economy is getting
much better per day — and I don’t doubt it — but in
reality the big companies are the ones seeing great
improvement in the economy. The little people have
a long way to go to see a change in their lives.
Let’s take for an example insurance companies
raising their rates every year without even the courtesy
of informing their clients of such raises.
Geico advertises their company as “Helping you
save money all year around.” Personally, I consider
such a statement as false advertising because every
year when the time comes to renew our auto policy,
we see another increase.
This month of February we have seen a monthly
increase of $100 in our auto policy with Geico, taking
advantage of the State law that forbids driving a car on
the streets of Nevada without auto insurance.
If you bother to call Geico and ask them the reason
for such an increase, their explanation is that they
requested approval from the insurance commissioner
in Nevada and it was approved.

Insurance companies in the United States are regulated primarily by individual states. There is no federal
regulatory agency that oversees insurance companies.
In Nevada the Insurance Division is charged with
protecting the rights of the consumer and the public’s
interest in dealing with the insurance industry. It sets
ethical and financial standards for insurance companies
and reviews their rates.
Considering that the “little” people are not yet
seeing the bright light of the best economy after eight
years of misery, I wonder why the Insurance Division
deputy Commissioner David Cassetty allowed Geico
to raise its rates.
This is the same attitude of the Nevada Public Utility
Commission: every time Nevada Energy cries, they are
ready to give a bottle to the electric company.
That is like the fox guarding the chicken coop.
It is not only a problem with insurance companies;
banks and mortgage lenders are in the same category.
Think about Bank of America, Wells Fargo and
Chase banks selling mortgage loans to other finance
(See Viasmensky, Page 14)

ON A PERSONAL NOTE

People are more important
than dogs; however…

By Maramis
they have the right, to mistreat those
I suppose there are those who
lower on the totem pole just because
believe all living creatures are more
they can. More often than not, many
or less equal in the sense of the life
humans simply put themselves first
force that is present in their being.
in everything, as in it is just more
If not quite that radical in their beconvenient for them to push an aniliefs, others may truly feel that pets,
mal out of their way rather than walk
especially dogs, may be seen on a
around it, or they might continue
par with humans when it comes to
with what they are doing, even if
judging those who harm, kill, or even
it is clear that their pet might be in
mistreat them.
harm’s way or need some attention
While I love all animals, and have
at that very moment.
a particular fondness for dogs, I have
To be fair to humans, some may
MaraMiS choufani
my reasons for believing that humans
just be thoughtless or in a hurry,
are always to be considered above all animals, no mat- annoyed at someone or at the world, or even clueless
ter how much one may be attached to any particular that animals have feelings when they do something
animal. Having said that, I also believe that it can be that causes distress or pain to an animal. But there are
much easier to love a dog than a person, considering those instances wherein there can be no excuse; where
that you get unconditional love from a dog, and a lot some human simply takes it upon him- or herself to
of people in our life are not even very lovable.
inflict pain or some kind of misery or distress upon a
Which brings me to the point of my column. No helpless animal, and in this case, a dog that is in some
matter the fact that humans are at the top of the “totem human’s care to be groomed.
pole,” that does not give humans the right to harm,
One of the many good things about the times we
hurt, kill, or even mistreat animals, no matter how live in is that many people today have cell phones with
insignificant the mistreatment may seem to the human. a video feature that allows any good samaritan kind of
Sad to say, many humans feel the desire, or even feel
(See Maramis, Page 15)

View Points
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Editors note: The views expressed are entirely those of the writers and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the Las Vegas Tribune.

Before burning Wynn at the stake, consider this…
By Chuck Muth
When it comes to this Steve
Wynn kerfuffle, as comedienne
Joan Rivers was wont to say, “Can
we talk?”
First, I’ve only spoken with
Steve Wynn on the phone once. It
was in the spring of 2009 after his
attorney threatened to sue me over
a column I’d written in which I used
a quote by Mr. Wynn declaring that
“Anybody who raises taxes now is
purely psychotic.”
We spoke for almost an hour. No
lawsuit was filed. And we actually
ended up having a very productive
chat about education reform.
We also met once in his office
at the Wynn Resort on the Strip in
2011, just after Mr. Wynn did an
interview, I think on FOX News,
blasting ObamaCare. A mutual
friend suggested he pick my brain
about possible voter registration
projects, but we never went beyond
that conversation.
And that’s it. In fact, neither I
nor my business nor my non-profit
organization has ever received a
dime from Mr. Wynn or any of his
affiliated businesses. So there’s no
financial conflict here.
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That said, I can tell you this: If I
had been the beneficiary of his generosity I sure as shootin’ wouldn’t
return his donations based solely
on the unsubstantiated sexual misconduct allegations — and let’s be
clear here; that’s all they are at this
point… allegations — published
recently by the Wall Street Journal.
And now would be a good time
to remind everyone of that quaint
old American tradition of an individual being considered innocent
until proven guilty. The operative
word being “proven,” not accused.
In addition, all but one of the
accusations made against Mr. Wynn

in the WSJ story were made anonymously. So much for facing your accuser. And the one individual who
was actually named said only that
he “repeatedly asked her to spend
time with him outside of work.”
Inappropriate, maybe. Sexual
assault, hardly.
Plus, multiple other accusers
in the story admit that once they
made it known that Mr. Wynn’s
alleged advances were unwanted,
he stopped. Hardly the act of a
“predator.”
And then there’s the report by
one unnamed woman who says
he paid her $1,000 in cash for a
massage.
Now, maybe this woman was
offended at being asked to give Mr.
Wynn a massage and didn’t want
to. But let me suggest that a “Help
Wanted” ad offering to pay $1,000
for a one-hour massage would result in women lining up around the
block looking for an application.
And probably a few men, too!
Oh, and by the way, I wonder if
those women claimed the $1,000
cash payments on their income tax
returns. But that’s another issue
altogether.

Let’s get back to recipients of
Mr. Wynn’s contributions who
actively, often aggressively, sought
his financial support in the past but
ran from him like the proverbial
scalded dog after the WSJ story
broke.
Unless the donations they received were obtained by Mr. Wynn
illegally or were somehow related
to the accusations — which they
weren’t — I just don’t see the point
in suddenly deciding to return them.
Especially, again, over unsubstantiated allegations that Mr. Wynn
has denied.
There is one exception: Attorney
General Adam Laxalt returned a
$5,000 donation from Mr. Wynn.
But since the Gaming Control
Board — which the AG’s office
represents — has opened an investigation in this matter, that’s a
legitimate reason. But what about
everybody else? Two points…
One, if you somehow now judge
Mr. Wynn’s money to be “dirty”
money, you should give it ALL
back, not just what he may have
donated over the last year or two.
I mean, how do you say any
money given last year is bad, but all

the money given for the previous 20
or 30 years during which the alleged
conduct occurred is OK?
Makes no sense and is totally
hypocritical.
Secondly, if you decide to give
any of the money back for any reason, the money should be returned
to the DONOR, not given to some
charity.
If you no longer want Mr.
Wynn’s money, give Mr. Wynn’s
money back to Mr. Wynn. To use
his money to make a donation
to some unrelated charity in a
self-serving effort to garner some
kind of political brownie points is
just plain wrong.
A closing observation — and I
KNOW this is gonna get me a ton of
“male privilege” hate mail…
Unlike the Jefferson Starship
song, we didn’t build this city on
rock-and-roll. Las Vegas was built
on gambling, booze and sex. Sexy
women are, and always have been,
featured in advertising from here to
the moon. Sex sells. And it oozes all
over the Strip.
Our nickname is “Sin City”
— which has nothing to do with
(See Muth, Page 14)

Discretion IS The
Better Part Of Valor!
He was cautious about whether
Mueller could prove that Trump
obstructed justice because the
president clearly had the power to
fire Comey if he chose to do so.
Even assuming that a jury — or the
United States Senate, which would
serve as the jury in an impeachment
proceeding — believed Comey’s
testimony, they could nonetheless
conclude that Trump did not act
“corruptly” in asking Comey to
drop the Flynn investigation or in
firing Comey, as the law requires.
Impeding or influencing an FBI
investigation is a crime only if it
is done with “corrupt” intent — in
other words, the intent to wrongfully impede the administration of
justice. In my experience, proving a
defendant’s intent without direct evidence—that is, without statements
by the defendant that directly reveal
his or her intent — is challenging.
So He Could Impede, But
NOT Wrongfully Impede
One could argue that Trump
provided direct evidence when he
told NBC’s Lester Holt that he was
going to fire Comey regardless of
the recommendations of Attorney
General Jeff Sessions and Deputy
Attorney General Rod Rosenstein,

and that he was thinking of “this
Russia thing” when he did so.
But Trump quickly followed up
that comment by indicating that
he thought the investigation was
bogus, and his defense to obstruction could be that he genuinely
believed the Russia investigation
was meritless.
Before bringing a case, prosecutors anticipate defenses like
that one and gather evidence to
rebut potential defenses. We have
since learned of very substantial
additional evidence that would
rebut that defense, or a defense that
Trump didn’t understand the consequences of firing Comey. While that
evidence is indirect, Mueller could
argue that we can infer Trump’s
intent from that evidence, which is
how prosecutors typically prove a
defendant’s intent.
But, I agree that Mueller better
be damned sure he can prove that
intent. If I were Trump’s Lawyer,
I would argue, Half the time he
doesn’t intend to say what he does
and only realizes what he said right
after he says it. He is truly someone
with no filter.
For example, last spring Trump
reportedly asked Sessions if the
government could drop the criminal case against former Sheriff

Joseph Arpaio, whom Trump later
pardoned. According to the Washington Post, Sessions told Trump
that would be inappropriate, and
Trump decided to let the case go to
trial and pardon Arpaio if he was
convicted. Mueller could argue that
this suggests that Trump is serious
about killing investigations of his
friends. A pattern of behavior is
always a stronger indicator of intent
than a one-off action.
Does Trump Really Know
What He Intends?
It seems like he erupts with
bloviating pronouncements that
may or may not be accurate, with
more frequency than Old Faithful.
Some seem so bizarre, it is almost
as though he knows he is not making any sense. You must admire his
tenacity. He may not be right, but
he is always certain.
We also learned that, according
to the New York Times, in March
2017 — two months before Trump
fired Comey — he ordered White
House Counsel Don McGahn to
stop Sessions from recusing himself. When McGahn was unsuccessful, Trump reportedly erupted in
anger, saying he needed Sessions to
“protect him” and “safeguard” him,
as he believed other attorneys gen(See Mace, Page 15)

The Left reacts to Trump firing Mueller

By Mace yampolsky
Part one of a two part series
Last week I wrote about the
Right’s reaction to Trump wanting
to fire Muller. This article talks
about the left’s reaction. Renato
Mariotti in Politico said, “Trump’s
desire to fire Mueller despite knowing that firing a law enforcement
official overseeing the Russia investigation could raise obstruction
concerns is strong evidence that
Trump’s intent was to obstruct the
investigation.”
Mr. Mariotti, a former federal
prosecutor, lays out the case that,
given the president’s attempt to
fire Mr. Mueller in June, 2017 the
special counsel may have the evidence he needs to prove obstruction
of justice.
Before Thursday’s report by
The Times, Mr. Mariotti points out,
Mr. Mueller may have been more
cautious about this charge. In his
experience, “proving a defendant’s
intent without direct evidence” is
difficult. However, Mr. Trump’s
knowledge that firing the special
counsel was “wrongful” can serve
to “bolster Mueller’s case” for
obstruction.
But do you think Trump even
cares? He is going to do what he
wants to do until someone actually
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stops him.
The case against Trump has
grown stronger in recent months,
and it now appears likely that
Mueller will conclude that Trump
obstructed justice.
That has not always been true.
On June 8, 2017, soon after former
FBI director James Comey testified
before the Senate Intelligence Committee, Mariotti told the New York
Times “Based only on what we
know now in public, a reasonable
prosecutor might bring this case
against an ordinary person, but a
prudent prosecutor would want
more facts before bringing this case
against a president.”

Time to remove Mueller and prosecute the Clintons
Larry Klayman calls on army of citizens to help preserve freedoms and liberties

By Larry Klayman
You know me as the only lawyer ever to have a court rule that
a sitting president, Bill Clinton,
committed a crime. You know me
as fearless and not worried about
being a part of the Washington,
D.C., establishment. In the ironic
words of Groucho Marx, I would
never want to part of a club that
would have me as a member!
And that is why I am going “full
throttle” to legally destroy vicious
establishment political hack Special
Counsel Robert Mueller and his
compromised and conflicted leftist
prosecutorial staff, before they
destroy President Donald Trump,
his presidency, his administration,
the nation and you and your loved
ones’ aspirations to continue to live
in freedom and liberty. God only
knows that the previous eight years
of the Obama administration —
with its corrupt ways, bigotry, racism and love of all things Muslim,
and its alliance with radical blacks,
radical atheists, radical feminists,
radical anarchists and illegal immigrants to boost Democrat voter
rolls — nearly took down the vision
of our Founding Fathers when they
created a new and free nation on
July 4, 1776, in my birthplace of
Philadelphia.
Now these evil forces of the left
— bankrolled largely by self-hating
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Jew George Soros, who collaborated with Hitler in World War II to
confiscate the property of fellow
Jews who were being sent by the
Nazis to gas chambers and ovens
— have effectively teamed up with
Special Counsel Robert Mueller to
take down our president, perhaps
the last president of his conservative and libertarian kind if he does
not succeed in his mission and
mandate from the voters to “Make
America Great Again.”
If President Trump is destroyed
by Mueller and his lawless and
deep state co-conspirators in the
U.S. Department of Justice, its
FBI and the intelligence agencies,
then the next president will likely
be far worse than even Obama —

who this week was seen in a photo
embracing Black Muslim Jew and
Christian-hater Louis Farrakhan
of the Nation of Islam. The next
president will be an ultra-leftist who
will reshape the entire fabric of our
country, Bolshevik style.
And that is why I have pledged
my sacred honor, what little “fortune” Freedom Watch now has, and
our lives to save the Trump presidency by removing Special Counsel
Mueller and his co-conspirators
such as Deputy Attorney General
Rod Rosenstein — an Obama deepstate holdover — before all is lost.
It was Rosenstein who “cleverly”
persuaded inert and cowardly Attorney General Jeff Sessions to name
Mueller as special counsel, and it is
Rosenstein who is allowing Mueller
and his corrupt staff to run rampant
over the constitutional rights of
President Trump, his family and
associates and our rights.
Both of these “criminals” must
be dealt with and legally removed
from office before it is too late.
That is why we at Freedom Watch
have brought hard-hitting lawsuits
to remove Mueller and the likes of
Rosenstein.
You can find information about
these cases at FreedomWatchUSA.
org, but suffice it to say here that
the lawsuits involve matters that
concern the torrent of illegal crim-

inal leaks coming from Mueller and
the DOJ’s grand jury investigations
of alleged Russian collusion and
obstruction of justice. These cases
also concern Mueller and, with the
help and approval of Rosenstein,
far exceeded even the illegitimate
authority given to him to conduct
grand jury investigations of President Trump and those around him.
In addition, we have complained
about the apparent conflicts of
interest of Mueller’s prosecutorial
staff, nearly all of whom gave money to Democrats and/or voted for
Hillary Clinton and Barack Obama.
One of these prosecutors is even a
Trump-hating Muslim.
Fellow patriots, I need your support to get the job done and legally
take out Mueller and Rosenstein! I
need your prayers, and I need you to
join our army of citizen soldiers to
preserve our freedoms and liberties
and our nation as a whole. You need
to join our Second American Revolution so your children and grandchildren can continue to live in the
greatest country God ever created,
and not be relegated to some leftist
“hellhole” — yes, hellhole — of
leftist radicals literally doing the
bidding of the devil.
Therefore, I have not only asked
for your support to accomplish this
urgent mission — as we need to
hire more lawyers, investigators

and bring even more cases until
the job is swiftly done — but I’ve
also asked fellow patriots to sign
the petition on our website to urge
President Trump to order DOJ to
appoint me as a second special
counsel. I will not only replace
Mueller, but I’ll also investigate and
prosecute Hillary and Bill Clinton
and Barack Obama for their crimes
in conducting illegal surveillance
of Trump and the American people
and colluding with the Russians
to harm President Trump in the
Fusion GPS scandal. I’ll also take
strong action to shut down the corrupt Clinton Foundation, which is
rife with Clinton bribery and other
illegalities.
Just this Friday, Politico reported that Mueller and his corrupt staff
may intend to criminally indict
President Trump! We cannot sit
back and watch this happen. And,
we must not again allow the likes
of the Clintons and Obama to skate
the law with impunity!
Go to FreedomWatchUSA.org
to sign our petition and join our
cause!
*****
Larry Klayman is a former Justice Department prosecutor and
the founder of Judicial Watch and
Freedom Watch. His latest book is
“Whores: Why and How I Came to
Fight the Establishment.”
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Manual of the Perfect Cuban Transition

By José Azel
Gutenberg Martinez Ocamica,
former President of Chile’s’ Chamber of Deputies and, until 2006,
President of the Christian Democratic Organization of America,
asserts in his “Manual de la perfecta transición latinoamericana”
that nothing scares a dictator more
than an opposition to the thinking
about the future. He echoes Václac
Havel’s’ exhortation to: “think the
future” and presents ten conditions
for a successful transition in light
of the Chilean experience.
Sadly, most of the requirements
in Martinez Ocamica’s’ formulation
of the “perfect Latin-American
transition” are absent in Cuba
today. He postulates, for example,
that to prepare and carry out a
successful transition, a united opposition is required; an opposition
that can project the image of being a
powerful alternative to the existing
government.
For Martinez Ocamica the opposition must in fact constitute
and be perceived as a viable and
likely governing alternative. He
believes that the opposition will be
a choice when Cuban colonels of
the Revolutionary Armed Forces
(FAR) perceive that their opportunity to become generals will depend
on the opposition governing in a
democratic milieu. This presupposes accords built on gestures of
flexibility; a consensus centered
on freedom, and on improving
the wellbeing of the citizenry. Yet,
these gestures of political flexibility, accommodation, and concern
with the wellbeing of the Cuban
people are not forthcoming from
the Castro government.
In other words, it is not enough
for the opposition to fight against
oppression, it is also necessary for
it to be viewed as a viable alternative offering honest, capable, and
judicious governance. He argues
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that an opposition that knows and
articulates how it wants to govern
facilitates a transition by removing
uncertainty and reducing the level
of anxiety and fear of the unknown
in the population.
Similarly, an opposition perceived as a responsible governing
alternative must offer a program
with respect to the human rights
abuses of the Castro regime. Every
peaceful transition faces this thorny
dilemma. Revanchist agendas do
not promote a transition process,
but justice is a necessary condition
to build a law-based state and truth
must prevail. This is a topic where
the opposition must exercise wisdom, prudence, courage, and heroic
tolerance to harmonize ethical values with what is possible and necessary for a national reconciliation.
In my book, Mañana in Cuba,
I argue that “what is past is prologue,” and Castroism will not
end with the demise of the Castro
brothers who will bequeath Cubans
a decadent politico-economic system and an inheritance of a civil
society unprepared for the demands
of a liberal democracy and a competitive market economy.
A most pernicious legacy of Cuban history, exacerbated by Castro-

ism, is that Cuban civil society has
not learned to appreciate the vicissitudes of democratic governance
and holds on to a historical belief
in violence as a legitimate means to
achieve political objectives. In the
Cuban political mindset, messianic
leadership trumps democratic institutions every time.
These conditions present a very
difficult challenge for transition
planning. Yet, this is precisely the
first point in Martinez Ocamica’s’
thesis; transitions must be configured beforehand along a peaceful
and democratic path. It is not
possible or helpful to conceive of
the path from totalitarianism to
democracy as made up of discrete,
unrelated stages.
The Cuban opposition (both in
and out of the island) is an opposition that does not come close
to meeting Martinez Ocamica’s’
requirements of unity, and projected
strength, and of being in a position
to offer a cohesive politico-economic viable alternative to Castroism. How then does the Cuban
opposition prepare a successful
transition?
A required step is to acknowledge fully that a transition must
be responsive to the interests and
aspirations of the citizenry, and
that in a system that denies basic
freedoms, society is debilitated and
corrupted by a miasma of fear. At
the epicenter of these aspirations
are the basic freedoms all humans
desire, in particular: freedom from
fear.
For five decades, fear has been
an integral part of the everyday Cuban existence. The political apathy
and paucity of civic values exhibited by today’s’ Cuban society may
be viewed as a most sinister form of
fear. It is a fear that, masquerading
as common sense, condemns as
foolish, reckless, or futile, the small
daily acts of courage of Cuban

dissidents. It is a fear that must be
conquered if any national project
of transition is to stand a chance
of success.
Initiatives that leave fear in
place and seek primarily to alter
official policies and mechanisms
to improve economic and material
conditions have little chance of
sustained success. Democracy is,
at its core, a political system that
proposes to empower individuals.
Thus, freedom from fear is the first
step for a genuine and successful
Cuban transition; and because it is
a necessary condition to reversing
political apathy, it is both a means
and an end.
The Cuban opposition today,
furthermore, does not enjoy the national recognition and prestige that
the Chilean opposition enjoyed, nor
does it possess its organizational
infrastructure. Cuba’s’ failed and
bankrupted centrally planned economy is not the vibrant free-market
Chilean economy at work when
that country’s’ transition itinerary
was established. All of this leads
to a Cuban transition that may have
to originate with the governing
class or an unlikely massive social
explosion. A genuine Cuban transition thus will have to wait until the
Castro brothers are no longer at the
podium; it will be one in which the
opposition will have to improvise
creatively to gain a measure of
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stature to play a role.
The perfect Cuban transition
is one that proceeds lawfully and
peacefully, from law to law. Staying
within the realm of the possible,
it is one in which the governing
class itself decides to change the
rules of the game and open the
political process calling for free,
fair, and competitive elections for
a new parliament that will draft a
new constitution along the lines of
the Spanish transition. This is how
the Cuban opposition must think
Cuba’s’ future.
But a negotiated, top-down
transition led by government officials begs the question: How does
an unarticulated Cuban opposition
persuade the post-Castro governing
class to undertake reforms that may
very well result in their loss of political power?
Modern principles of behavioral
economics and choice architecture
may be used to “nudge” the citizenry to embrace the civic values
required for effective democratic
governance. The same scientific
principles may be creatively employed by the opposition to induce
a reluctant post-Castro government
to abandon its status quo bias and
undertake rapid political reforms to
dismantle the communist institutions. A new generation of Cuban
leaders will eventually assume
(see Azel, Page 14)

Dem. councilman busted disgracing U.S. veterans

By Frank Holmes
A Democratic politician and
public school teacher used his
classroom to smear U.S. soldiers
as “dumbsh**s” and the “lowest
of our low.”
But he’s still being paid to
“teach,” he’s still on city council, and his friends on the school
board told parents who objected
to shut up.
President Donald Trump’s Chief
of Staff, retired General John Kelly,
was not going to be shut up — this
four-star general slammed the ignorant teacher for his belittling attack.
It all began when two students
wore shirts with the Marines logo

Mitchell

to El Rancho High School in Pico
Rivera, a little town just outside
Los Angeles.
That triggered their teacher,
Gregory Salcido, who launched
into a profanity-laced tirade in the
middle of class.
One of the students, who recorded the whole thing on his cell
phone, said serving in the military
is a “family tradition.”
But Salcido, who teaches history
and government, insulted the kid’s
family — and every single soldier
protecting America in the War on
Terror.
“Think about the people who
you know who are over there —

(Continued from Page 10)
to stop congressional directed spending — of course
we should be doing it.”
According to press accounts at the time, Reid went
on to say that he’s “never apologized to anybody” for
supporting the earmark practice. “I go home and I boast
about earmarks, and that’s what everybody should
do. It’s a way we get things done around here. It’s the
way it’s been done for centuries. And all of a sudden
somebody comes up with the bright idea that all the
government agencies and the White House can do it
better than we can? They can’t. We have a constitutional obligation to do congressional-directed spending.”
But Heller can’t hang his hat on that link to Rosen,
because the head of his own party, President Donald
Trump recently declared, “Our system lends itself
to not getting things done, and I hear so much about
earmarks — the old earmark system — how there was
a great friendliness when you had earmarks. But of
course, they had other problems with earmarks. But
maybe all of you should start thinking about going
back to a form of earmarks.”
As for Heller’s Republican primary opponent
Danny Tarkanian, who has tried to tie himself closer

your freaking stupid Uncle Louie
or whatever,” he said. “They’re
dumbsh**s.”

to Trump than Heller, he too long ago declared his
opposition to earmarks.
Back in 2010, when he first ran for the Senate, Tarkanian said he would not seek earmarks for Nevada if
elected and would work to wean Congress from what
he called wasteful pork-barrel spending.
“I would not take earmarks and I would fight for
all states not to get earmarks. I would not propose
earmarks on our behalf. You have to lead by example,”
Tarkanian told reporters then.
“I firmly believe and I will stake my campaign on
it that the people of Nevada do not want this wasteful
spending,” Tarkanian said. “They want the money in
their pockets.”
We hereby encourage Heller, Tarkanian and Rosen to stick to the principles they have declared and
campaign on the promise of ending the corrupting
you-scratch-my-back-and-I’ll-scratch-yours practice.
It results in a waste of tax dollars.
Thomas Mitchell is a former newspaper editor
who now writes conservative/libertarian columns for
weekly papers in Nevada. You may email Mitchell at
thomasmnv@yahoo.com. He blogs at http://4thst8.
wordpress.com/.

“They’re not, like, high-level
thinkers,” he continued.
“They’re not academic people,
they’re not intellectual people.
They’re the freakin’ lowest of our
low,” he ranted.
The only reason people join the
military, Salcido said, was “because
you had no other options,” because
“you didn’t take care of business
academically”…and “because your
parents didn’t love you enough.”
The video went viral after a
friend of his mother’s posted it
on Facebook — and Salcido got
slapped down by one of the highest-ranking generals serving in the
U.S. government.
Kelly, did not mince words.
“I think the guy ought to go
to Hell, I just hope he enjoys the
liberties and the lifestyles that we
fought for.” he said.
The city’s mayor has also condemned Salcido’s words and removed him from all council committees.
But the school district has circled the wagons around Salcido
— and told outraged parents who
wanted some answers that they can
sit down and shut up!
The El Rancho Unified School
District put Salcido on administrative leave — which means he’s paid
to stay at home and do nothing.
Then school board members
refused to listen to comments from
veterans and flag-carrying patriots
in the community who demanded
Salcido be sent packing at their
last meeting.
“We will not entertain public
comments that are not part of the
agenda,” said the school district
president on Tuesday night. Conveniently, Salcido wasn’t on the
agenda.
When the parents started to
rumble, she told them, “As your
elected officials, you need to give
us an opportunity to talk.”
No, as their elected servants, you

need to shut up and listen.
But the school board president
shares the same radical left-wing
politics as Salcido. She’s praised
people who made “Donald Trump
piñatas.”
The problem is, she’s not just
protecting Salcido’s taxpayer-funded propaganda. Sometimes, Salcido’s hate speech bleeds over into
action.
The school suspended him twice
before, when he threatened to kill
a teenage girl for talking — and
when he hit a 15-year-old boy in
the back of the head for dozing off
in his class. He admits both acts but
says they were overblown.
Salcido’s power and position
probably didn’t hurt, either. He’s
been a member of city council for
19 years and served as mayor three
times.
He also ran for Congress in
2002 — as a Democrat. Surprise,
surprise.
His insulting, ignorant view of
our military is shared by the most
powerful figures in the Democrat
Party. At the height of the Iraq War,
John Kerry said that people who
don’t do well in school would “get
stuck in Iraq.”
Only idiots, beggars, and losers
serve in the military, according to
them. But Kerry, Salcido and their
buddies are dead wrong about the
people who serve in the U.S. armed
forces.
92 percent of enlisted military
personnel have completed high
school and some college. That’s
way higher than 60 percent national average, according to Pew
Research.
As a matter of fact, people,
from the poorest neighborhoods
are actually less likely to join the
military than people from the best
neighborhoods. Most recruits come
from the middle class.
And almost 90 percent of soldiers say they joined for one reason:
to serve and protect their country.
The least we can give them is our
respect.
Call the El Rancho Unified
School District at (562) 801-7300
(or e-mail them), and tell them
Gregory Salcido has no business
teaching young, impressionable
children.
Frank Holmes is a reporter for
The Horn News. He is a veteran
journalist and an outspoken conservative that talks about the news
that was in his weekly article, “On
The Holmes Front.”
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Congress needs to compromise with
Trump to move forward for America

By Douglas Schoen
The Hill opinion contributor
On Tuesday night, President
Trump addressed Congress and
the nation in his first ever State
of the Union. Much of the speech
was standard fare, as Trump touted
the successes of his administration
so far, focusing on the growing
economy and the success passage
of the Republican tax bill, and laid
out plans and goals for the rest of
his presidency.
But the address also represented
a remarkable moment for the Trump
presidency. The president abandoned the inflammatory, populist
rhetoric of his campaign, replacing
it with offers to compromise and
collaborate with lawmakers on both
sides of the aisle.
In his speech, President Trump
said, “I am extending an open hand
to work with members of both parties, Democrats and Republicans,
to protect our citizens of every
background, color, religion, and
creed.” It is imperative that Congress accept this offer of outreach
and use the president’s words as a
foundation for action and change.

This message of unity over
division is what the country needs
to hear right now, and politicians
on the left and the right should use
this overture as an opportunity for
a new beginning in Washington. In
particular, Democrats and Republicans must come together on issues
like immigration and infrastructure.
Immigration reform has always
been a contentious topic on which
the two parties have never been
able to agree. President Trump
recognizes this and has committed

to finding a solution “where nobody
gets everything they want, but
where our country gets the critical
reforms it needs.”
President Trump remarked that
his immigration proposal is designed to protect and defend all
Americans “because Americans
are dreamers too.” His desire to
work on this issue on a bipartisan
basis should be applauded, but the
president must follow through with
action to enact immigration reforms
of any kind, border security includ-

ed, not just rhetoric.
A commitment to compromise
from the president is a good example for Congress to follow. Instead
of launching attacks at Democrats
and demonizing their congressional
leadership, President Trump must
lead elected officials from both
sides to find a way to meet in the
middle.
Trump’s promise to begin an
ambitious, $1.5 trillion infrastructure revitalization program is another chance for Democrats and
Republicans to bridge their divide
and instead make meaningful progress in an area that would benefit all
Americans as well as our economy.
It is essential that Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer and
the Democrats follow through on
supporting a bipartisan infrastructure plan and show that they are
committed to more than political
grandstanding. The Democrats
must realize that progress on infrastructure is better than inaction,
even if they are not satisfied with
every detail of the final plan.
But to be sure as I have stated,
this responsibility is not just on the

Democrats. Uniquely, President
Trump also used the State of the
Union to address issues that are not
typical priorities for Republicans.
For instance, he pledged to work
on reentry programs for former
convicts and reduce recidivism. In
addition, he pledged his support for
job training and vocational schools,
as well as paid family leave.
These are initiatives that would
help individual Americans and
strengthen the economy as a whole.
Instead of endlessly debating them
in an attempt to win political points,
Republicans and Democrats should
work together to efficiently turn
the president’s words into actual
policy and thus improve the lives
of the everyday citizens they have
pledged to represent.
*****
Douglas E. Schoen (@DouglasESchoen) served as a pollster
for President Clinton. A longtime
political consultant, he is also a Fox
News contributor and the author of
11 books, including “Putin’s Master
Plan: To Destroy Europe, Divide
NATO, and Restore Russian Power
and Global Influence.”

Consequences for the left if they keep
shutting government down over DACA
By J. Young
The Hill opinion contributor
The left threatens to over-reach again and
reignite the Senate’s nuclear option. This
time the catalysts could be DACA and the
debt limit; the result: A filibuster-engendered
default on federal securities. Should this
materialize, it sets the stage for curtailing
legislative filibusters for the first time.
If extending the nuclear option to legislation seems unthinkable, consider the nuclear
option itself was just five years ago. Less than
five years later, it has now been exercised
twice — once by each party.
In 2013, Democrats changed Senate
rules by parliamentary maneuver, enabling
a simple majority to circumvent the need for
sixty votes to stop debate — filibuster — of
non-Supreme Court nominations. Just last
year, Republicans extended this, by the same
procedure, to Neil Gorsuch’s Supreme Court
nomination. Now all presidential nominations are effectively filibuster-free.
The nuclear option could shortly move
into the realm of general legislation, because
much of the earlier elements again exist —
most notably, an adamant left desirous of
provoking a fight.
The left seriously erred in demanding
Democrats wage all-out war over Gorsuch
last year. Eminently qualified and effectively status quo (he maintained the Supreme
Court’s 5-4 conservative majority), the
left’s filibuster created a huge conservative
opportunity. Opposing a consensus pick,
the left effectively made the argument for
triggering the nuclear option. With filibuster
option removed, they also made it possible to
confirm a less consensus future conservative.
Today the left appears no less insistent
over DACA. When DACA was not included
in the House’s temporary government funding measure, a Senate filibuster ensued. The

result: A three-day government shutdown.
While the eventual compromise of a
broader immigration debate allowed government’s reopening, left activists were livid
at Democrats’ acquiescence. Assuming a
broader solution is not reached before current
government funding expires — and the administration’s immigration offer has already
been rejected — expect a February reprise.
DACA has become the left’s demand of
Republicans and Democrats alike. And while
they currently pursue it over government
funding — the battlefield now available — a
government shutdown did not provide sufficient leverage before. It may well not again.
The looming debt limit deadline (the
Congressional Budget Office puts it at “the
first half of March”) would provide far more.
Government shutdowns are relatively “irregular regularities.” Infrequent enough to still
garner press attention, most of the country
hardly knows. Blocking federal government
ability to borrow is a threat of vastly different

magnitude.
The federal government has never been
unable to borrow and service its debt. In
common parlance, this amounts to default.
The results would race through global credit
markets, creating havoc and uncertainty and
leaving higher borrowing costs in their wake.
If the left wants a real hostage for DACA,
this is it. And all indications are that the left
is spoiling for such a fight.
Consequences would again be crucial
when considering the nuclear option. When
first exercised in 2013, the Senate’s “advice
and consent” constitutional authority was
among the justifications. Preventing government default ranks in that sphere. Such concerns would be vital to get senators to trigger
the momentous nuclear option — particularly
regarding legislation.
The debt limit is no ordinary legislation.
Arguably it is among Congress’ most important, short of declaring war. If there is a
foreseeable legislative case for the nuclear

option, this is it.
As with 2013’s nominations, where the
precedent would stop is unclear. It took just
four years to encompass all nominations.
Such an option could soon move through other government financing legislation. Anyone
familiar with federal funding knows virtually
all federal policy can be affected through it.
The left’s overreach here could have far
more serious consequences than even those
of the Supreme Court. This is particularly true
because of the geographic concentration of
political power in America. Conservatives’
stronghold is spread more broadly across the
states than the left’s. Even though Trump did
not win the popular vote, he carried 30 states.
Thirty states equal 60 U.S. senators.
Certainly neither conservatives nor
Republicans may hold all those 60 seats
simultaneously, but they present a greater
opportunity for Senate majorities than the
left has. The ability therefore to protect their
ability to uphold the filibuster should be
paramount to the left — and particularly to
Democrats — in the long run.
However the long-view does not appear
to be the view the left is taking. Whether
last year’s fight over Gorsuch or this year’s
three-day government shutdown — and the
intensified clamor for a more forceful push on
DACA — the left’s ken has been decidedly
short. If the left remains insistent in it when
the debt limit deadline arrives, this short-term
view could have decidedly long-term implications — for liberals and Democrats alike.
*****
J.T. Young served under President George
W. Bush as the director of communications
in the Office of Management and Budget and
as deputy assistant secretary in legislative
affairs for tax and budget at the Treasury
Department. He served as a congressional
staffer from 1987-2000.

Abolish the filibuster to abolish government shutdowns

By Mark Meckler
The Hill opinion contributor
One year after President Donald Trump took his place in the
Oval Office, the anniversary was
commemorated with a three-day
government shutdown, then a
miraculous re-opening. Everyday
Americans are supposed to feel a
gigantic sense of relief. They don’t.
The grassroots activists who
make up the foundation of the GOP
didn’t care if the government shut
down and did not blame the Republican Party for the unnecessary
distraction. Maybe that’s why the
Senate decided to vote — 81 to 18
— to get back to business. All but
16 Democrats joined Republicans
to pass the short-term spending
package that’ll keep things going
through February 8. Republicans,
in exchange, said they will deal
with the so-called “Dreamers” at
a later date.
The Democrats knew Americans
could see through their unprincipled opposition. The Democrats
actually liked the contents of the
spending bill, but Sen. Chuck
Schumer (D-N.Y.) tried to squeeze
the Deferred Action for Childhood
Arrivals program into it. Schumer’s
squeeze play backfired horribly.
Legalizing “Dreamers” in a spending bill didn’t fit and everyone,
including the Democrats, knew it.
Second, the Democrats realized
Americans really weren’t all that
bothered by the shutdown. In 2013,
when “compassionate” liberals

were in charge during a shutdown,
they closed national monuments to
make it painful for average Americans, holding citizens hostage
through emotional manipulation.
Now that Republicans control the
executive branch, the Dems knew
there wouldn’t be any melodramatic war memorial or museum
closings just to make a point.
Now, with a little breathing
room, Republicans need to change
the rules of the Senate to make sure
that the minority party can’t exercise such a cynical scheme again.
The #SchumerShutdown was possible because 60 votes are required to
break a filibuster. And as Leon Wolf
has pointed out, “Democrats in the
Senate can filibuster any spending
bill they dislike.” But Republican
leadership can revise that threshold
to 51, a simple majority, cutting off
that avenue for Democrats. Even
President Trump encouraged the
Senate to use this so-called “nuclear
option.”
The act of filibustering to prevent voting on a bill dates back to
the mid-19th century. Because the
tactic could be too easily abused by
the minority party to block popular
legislation, in the early 20th century
the Senate adopted a rule known as
cloture, which allowed a 2/3 majority to close debate; the number was
lowered to 3/5, or 60 votes, in 1975.
Although cloture has helped end
some filibusters, it remains a high
bar that is difficult to overcome in
a divided Senate. According to the

U.S. Senate website:
“Historically, filibusters were
particularly useful to Southern
senators who sought to block
civil rights legislation, including
anti-lynching legislation, until
cloture was invoked after a 60 day
filibuster against the Civil Right
Act of 1964.”
With such a long and sordid
history of abuse, it seems well past
the time when we should dispose
of an anachronism that prevents the
healthy function of a Senate whose
job is to debate, and actually vote on
legislation. The idea that a simple
rule in the United States Senate,
which may easily be changed by
majority vote, is responsible for
total gridlock in Washington, D.C.,
is patently absurd.
A view towards political history
tells us that if the Republicans do
not do away with this anachronism,
then the Democrats most certainly
will when they win a Senate majority. It is important to remember

that former Senate Democrat Harry
Reid was the first to partially do
away with the filibuster for judicial
appointments when he was Senate
Majority Leader and he forced Sen.
Mitch McConnell into ending the
filibuster for Supreme Court candidates when it became clear Democrats would refuse any Republican
nominee, no matter how qualified.
It is naive to believe that the
Democrats will not again manipulate the rules to their own advantage
when they are in the majority again.
Failure by the Republicans to move
now is simply weakness, and based
on a “hope” that Democrats will
behave better in the future.
In the last two weeks I have been
on the ground with grassroots activists in West Virginia, Nebraska,
Idaho, Mississippi, and Utah. Not
a single activist has expressed a
single word of frustration with the
Republicans or President Trump
over the shutdown. I have heard
over and over how pleased they

are to see Republicans stand their
ground and work to keep their campaign promises. And I have heard
nothing but support for the idea of
ending the filibuster, and allowing
the Republicans to get on with the
business of governing.
In the event that the voters more
broadly do not like the result of Republican policies, they will respond
at the ballot box. My impression
from the polling on the immigration issue, and from general public
sentiment, is that while they may
not love President Trump, they
are quite happy with tax cuts, the
pay raises, the general economic
improvement, and the overall direction of the country. And clearly
using an archaic procedural tool to
shut down the government was not
working well for the Democrats, or
they would have continued.
Candidate Donald Trump promised to disrupt the status quo of
the federal government as usual.
It seems appropriate that one year
into his presidency, we got a serious
disruption. The Grassroots aren’t
looking at this as the ineptitude of
“the Deal Maker”; they’re looking
at it as a promise kept. Let’s see
if members of Congress can keep
their own promises and actually
get things done between now and
February 8.
Mark Meckler is the president
of Citizens for Self-Governance,
founder of the Convention of States
Project, and a leading constitutional grassroots activist.
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New polling proves President Trump is
right — ‘Americans are #Dreamers, too’

By Jen Kerns
The Hill opinion contributor
A new left-leaning poll proves the point
President Donald Trump made at his State of
the Union address: “Americans are dreamers,
too.”
According to a Harvard University-Harris
Poll, a majority of Americans actually agree
with not only one but all of Trump’s immigration proposals.
A stunning 65 percent of Americans
support a DACA deal that ends chain migration, eliminates the random visa lottery
and secures the border with a wall. Only 35
percent of Americans did not agree.
Nearly 70 percent of Americans oppose
the visa lottery which allows immigrants
to be picked at random for entry into the
country.
In fact, nearly 80 percent of Americans
believe that immigration should be based on
merit and skills, not just family ties.
Even more interesting, the poll shows that
60 percent of Americans believe that even if
dreamers are allowed to stay, they should not
be given preference to bring relatives to the
United States.
When faced with a choice, nearly 80
percent want secure borders rather than open
borders.
Specifically, 61 percent think that current
border security is inadequate, and more than
half of Americans — 54 percent — support
a physical barrier along the southern U.S.
border. This is particularly bad news for
democrats such as Sen. Chuck Schumer

(D-N.Y.) who recently reneged on funding
the border wall.
The shocking poll underscores the progress Trump has made in his push for immigration reform. When he launched his bid
for president, a Pew Research Center poll
showed that only 46 percent of Americans
supported a border wall. In 2016, The Washington Post even poked fun at Trump for
actually making the border wall less popular
at just 36 percent but now that is no longer the
case, either. The rise in poll numbers shows
Trump’s persistence on the issue finally pays
dividends.
The recent Harvard-Harris poll showing
Americans’ shifting view is devastating
for democrats during a time when they are

pushing full amnesty for dreamers, while
not giving any ground on funding a wall,
improving border security, or reforming other
immigration policies. Even Mark Penn, longtime democratic pollster and senior adviser
to Bill and Hillary Clinton, recently admitted
that the time has come for democrats to face
the music and make a deal.
Finally, what is most surprising about the
poll is the fact that it was taken before last
week’s State of the Union address during
which Americans had the opportunity to meet
— via their televisions — families of victims
killed at the hands of illegal immigrants.
Those heart-wrenching stories included
two teenage girls killed at the hands of illegal
immigrant MS-13 gang members on Long Is-

land. It would be interesting to see if support
for border security is even higher now in the
light of the “Trump bump” that the president
received from his heartfelt address.
The bottom line is Americans agree with
Trump’s immigration policies, and it does
not bode well for democrats who appear to
either be tone deaf on the matter, blinded by
their open-borders worldview that continues
to protect illegals ahead of American citizens,
or they intentionally want to keep the issue
boiling in advance of the 2018 midterm
elections.
The new polls illustrate that Americans
feel as Trump feels — that Americans are
“Dreamers” in our own right, and that we
dream of a nation in which our children can
be safe from predatory gang violence, illegal
activity and that our children should be afforded the right to live long enough to fulfill
their dreams, too.
Democrats’ failure to understand this basic
premise just as their 15-point lead collapsed
this week to just two points, may prove to be
fatal for them in the 2018 midterm elections.
Jen Kerns served as the spokeswoman for
the California Republican Party. A two-time
appointee of Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger,
she went on to serve as spokeswoman and
communications director for the victorious
Prop. 8 campaign in California, the Howard
Jarvis Taxpayers Association, Americans for
Prosperity in California, and numerous rare
successful Statewide races as a Republican
press secretary. She departed California at
the end of 2012 over public safety concerns.

‘Nunes memo’ revelations prove the FBI makes up its own rules
By Kenneth R. Timmerman
The Hill opinion contributor
It’s no coincidence that Democrats have gone apoplectic about
the memo. It clearly shows that the
FBI, under the direction of then-Director James Comey and Deputy
Director Andy McCabe, presented
paid political dirt to the Foreign
Surveillance Intelligence Court in
order to obtain warrants to spy on
American citizens.
These are effectively Gestapo-like tactics. There is no other
word for it.
All the awesome, intrusive
powers of the U.S. government’s
intelligence apparatus were turned
against U.S. citizens based on the
opposition research file of the political party then in power. And those
powers were then directed against
people in the opposition party,
starting with Trump campaign
volunteer, Carter Page.
There also is no wonder why
Rep. Devin Nunes (R-Calif.) and
his staff tread so carefully in composing the memo to summarize
highly-classified intelligence information about this unethical and
compromising misuse of the Foreign Surveillance Intelligence Act.
Their factual rendition shows
that the senior-most leadership of
both the FBI and the Department
of Justice misled the intelligence
court about the origin of the opposition research and the author’s
anti-Trump bias to obtain warrants
to conduct surveillance on U.S.
citizens associated with the Trump

campaign, and later, the Trump
transition team.
“Then-Director James Comey
signed three FISA applications in
question on behalf of the FBI, and
Deputy Director Andrew McCabe
signed one. Then- DAG (Deputy
Attorney General) Sally Yates,
then-Acting DAG Dana Boente,
and DAG Rod Rosenstein each
signed one or more FISA applications on behalf of DoJ,” the memo
states.
The memo makes clear that from
the get-go, the “essential” basis for
making the application to the court
to spy on American citizens was the
dossier compiled by former British
spy Christopher Steele, and paid for
in part by the Democratic National
Committee.
It says that McCabe told the
House Intelligence Committee in
December that without the infor-

(Continued from Page 11)
honoring your father and mother.
And the ongoing marketing slogan
is, “What happens in Vegas, stays
in Vegas” — which has nothing to
do with our all-you-can-eat buffets.
So for people to be shocked —
SHOCKED! — that some kind of
sexcapades may have occurred in
this decidedly adult playground is
ridiculous. This ain’t the Bible Belt

— not that there’s anything wrong
with that. This is Vegas.
Or as Joan Rivers’ was also wont
to say, “Oh, grow up!”
Chuck Muth is president of
Citizen Outreach, a non-profit
public policy grassroots advocacy
organization and publisher of NevadaNewsandViews.com. He may
be reached by email at cmuth@
lasvegastribune.com.
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companies without even the courtesy of informing their
clients until after their decision is made final
They are not selling their mortgage loans to reputable companies but to one Select Portfolio Servicing,
Inc., a.k.a. SPS, which is ripping off people not only
in Nevada, but also in Alabama, Georgia, Pennsylvania, Illinois, Florida, New York, Michigan, Texas and
other states.
SPS changes payment dates and amounts at their
pleasure. They also change 15-year balance loans to
30-year loans without any explanation whatsoever.
Even attorneys that have worked with SPS say that
SPS wants to push homeowners into foreclosure. They
push the owners over the edge by increasing escrow
rates and interest rates.
People find themselves in the position of wondering
what the federal government is doing to protect citizens from sharks such as Bank of America and Select
Portfolio Servicing.
The federal government, through various agencies
and a host of Congressional acts, supposedly regulates
mortgage lenders; and the most well known part of The
Federal Truth in Lending Act of 1968 is Regulation Z.

(Continued from Page 12)
power. To be sure, they may be
continuity minded, but unlike the
Castros, they will be nudgable.”
Those military officials hoping
to govern in the first post-Castro
interregnum will inherit not only a
bankrupt economy, but also paralyzed, dysfunctional institutions, a
discredited ideology, a disenchanted society, myriad social problems,
and more. They may be able to exert
military control, but economically
and socially, Cuba will be close to
meeting the technical definition of
a failed state. A failed state is, by
definition, one that can no longer
reproduce the conditions for its own
existence.
These officials will become
heirs to a dangerous, unstable situation which they are unlikely to be
able to control. With questionable
legitimacy and a repressive apparatus that may be in disarray (and

charisma not at the level of Fidel
Castro’s) they will have to confront
significant internal and external
opposition. Their fan of options to
cool this hot, enclosed environment
will be very limited.
Like Odysseus, these officials
will encounter the inescapable
threats of their own sea monsters
— Scylla and Charybdis — as they
look to navigate between opposite
sides of the ideological strait; and
like Odysseus, they will need to
choose which monster to confront.
They can stay the totalitarian course
and face the Charybdis monster of
catastrophic loss with the potential
unfolding of uncontrollable events
culminating in a Ceausescu-like
outcome. Or, they can elect to
become leaders of a democratic
political opening and confront, on
the other side, the more manageable
political losses of Scylla. They are
intimately familiar with the brutal

purging methods of totalitarian
regimes and will realize that, for
them, long-lasting personal happiness and prosperity can best be attained in a democratic environment
even if it means giving up some
political power.
Preparing for a successful transition — that is, configuring beforehand a peaceful path to democratic
governance — means discerning
that the opportunity will arise only
when the Castros are gone, and
developing a choice architecture
strategy to nudge those that will
govern in the direction of democratic governance.
In practical terms this means
the opposition needs to contest
any initiative that may prolong the
politico-economic life of the Castros regime. It must also position
itself to orchestrate and facilitate
an extraordinary package of international assistance to be made
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mation from the Steele dossier,
no surveillance warrant for Page
would have been sought and, in
September 2016, Steele admitted
to deputy Attorney General Bruce
Ohr — another partisan Democrat — that he was “desperate that
Donald Trump not get elected and
was passionate about him not being
president.”
Ohr “recorded” that information,

Viasmensky

which was subsequently found in
official FBI files. But it was “not
reflected in any of the Page FISA
applications,” the memo states.
In other words, both the Department of Justice, then controlled
by Loretta Lynch and her deputy,
Sally Yates, and the FBI, then run
by Comey and McCabe, apparently
found it perfectly normal that the
source of the information they
used to justify “probable cause” to
the Court was a dedicated political
enemy of candidate Donald Trump.
Why did they find such an
outrageous abuse of investigative
protocol on the books to be perfectly normal? There can be only
one reason: because they shared
Christopher Steele’s belief.
There’s another reason why
the FBI was lobbying so hard to
prevent the release of the memo: It
calls into question the wisdom of
allowing the U.S. government to
ever turn its awesome surveillance
powers against a U.S. citizen.
Don’t hold your breath waiting
for Rep. Adam Schiff (D-Calif.),

the ranking member of the House
Intelligence Committee, to apologize for his efforts to cover up
this disgraceful abuse by partisan
Democrats of the intelligence
community.
His latest effort has been to get
Twitter and Facebook to remove
accounts that used the hashtag
#ReleaseTheMemo over the past
few weeks. Schiff is so proud of
himself over these tactics that he
put out a press release commending
himself, along with his letters to the
social media companies.
No administration should be
allowed to mis-use the intelligence
community, or the surveillance
court, in this manner. It’s the fastest
way for us to become a police state
— a fate America narrowly dodged
in November 2016.
Kenneth R. Timmerman was the
2012 Republican Congressional
nominee for MD-8 and is the author
of “Deception: The Making of the
YouTube Video Hillary & Obama
Blamed for Benghazi,” published
by Post Hill Press.

Regulation Z is the part of the Truth in Lending Act
that promulgates rules that protect consumers against
misleading practices by the lending industry.
Until the meltdown that began in late 2007, an assortment of federal and state regulatory agencies had
the responsibility for oversight of mortgage lenders.
They all came under the big top of the U.S. Department
of the Treasury.
It is time to let rest all matters concerning Russia,
DACA, marches, protests, racism and discrimination
and start investigating the fraudulent practices of banks
and mortgage lenders of devious reputation as Select
Portfolio Servicing, Inc.
Every state has its own government representatives,
but I personally wonder where (other than in Washington) are the Nevada senators and representatives such
as Cortes-Mastos, Heller, Rosen, Titus and Kihuen that
are ignoring the fate of the people they are supposed
to represent.
*****
Perly Viasmensky is the General Manager of the
Las Vegas Tribune. She writes a weekly column in this
newspaper. To contact Perly Viasmensky, email her at
pviasmensky@lasvegas tribune.com.

available, upon request, to a Cuban
government prepared to undertake
a genuine transition to democratic
governance and free-market economic opportunities for all Cubans.
Such a package means nothing to
the Castros, but will be extremely
popular with the Cuban people
seeking to extricate themselves
from six decades of totalitarian
repression and hardships. In this
way, the opposition can legitimately
present itself to the Cuban people as
a viable and powerful alternative to
the Castro government. It is a way
of meeting, by proxy, the conditions
outlined by Martinez Ocamica.
It is important to highlight that
this is not a typical “carrot and
stick” formulation designed to induce a change in the leaderships’’
behavior. No change is sought and
absolutely no carrots or inducements are offered to the Castros or
to any successor regime interested

in maintaining the status quo. U.S.
initiatives to assist any continuity-minded regime may very well
undermine the opportunity to nudge
a successor regime honestly interested in democratic change. This
formulation explicitly recognizes
that the opportunity will arise only
when the Castros perverse logic of
intransigence is gone. There is no
stick either, only a conscious and
very public DNR order - Do Not
Resuscitate.
*****
José Azel left Cuba in 1961 as a
13 year-old political exile in what
has been dubbed Operation Pedro
Pan — the largest unaccompanied
child refugee movement in the history of the Western Hemisphere.
He is currently dedicated to the indepth analyses of Cuba’s economic,
social and political state, with a
keen interest in post-Castro-Cuba
strategies.
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My experience with Andy McCabe:
No criticizing James Comey allowed

By Ari Fleischer
The Hill opinion contributor
I don’t know former FBI Deputy Director
Andrew McCabe. I’ve never met him. But
I was supposed to. I was in an FBI car last
June on my way to meet him and other top
law enforcement leaders at a counterterrorism
communications training event at the 9/11
Museum in New York City when McCabe
suddenly ordered me not to show up. The
car pulled up outside the museum and I was
told not to come inside. I took a taxi back to
my hotel and went home.
Based on my one and only experience with
McCabe, it proved to me that he has a “circle
the wagons and protect James Comey at all
costs” approach that is inconsistent with the
type of behavior our nation should expect
from a man who, at the time, was leading
the FBI.
Here’s what happened. In January 2017,
I was invited by then-FBI Director Comey
to deliver the keynote address for a major
meeting of law enforcement directors from
the United States, United Kingdom, Australia, Canada and New Zealand. These English-speaking countries are called the Five
Eyes nations. In addition to the FBI director
and his foreign counterparts, the heads of
the Drug Enforcement Administration and
Immigration and Customs Enforcement were
to attend. The meeting was a big deal.
As someone who is an admirer and supporter of the FBI, I looked forward to going
and sharing what I learned about how to

communicate in a crisis. Having been the
White House press secretary on Sept. 11,
2001, there was a lot I wanted to share with
the Five Eyes leaders.
One month before the event, Comey
was fired and McCabe became acting FBI
director. The day prior to the event, Comey
testified before the Senate Intelligence Committee. He acknowledged telling President
Trump he was not under investigation, and
he admitted he provided FBI memos to a
friend so they could be leaked to The New
York Times.
That evening, I went on Fox News and
was mildly critical of Comey. I said when
President Trump sought a one-on-one
meeting with him, he should have resisted

it, a statement Comey himself made at the
hearing. The next morning, about an hour
before I was due at the 9/11 Museum, I was
on another TV show and again was mildly
critical of Comey. I questioned the ethics of
his leaking FBI memos to a private citizen
so they could be given to the press. I also
said I saw no evidence of collusion between
President Trump and Russia.
I left the show, got into an FBI car and
headed downtown for the counterterrorism
training event. That’s when my assistant
called me to tell me that she got a call from
the acting FBI director’s office telling me not
to show up. No explanation was provided.
I was infuriated. I couldn’t understand
it. I had worked hard and prepared a lot of

useful information for these law enforcement
chiefs. I called McCabe’s chief of staff, James
Rybicki, and asked him to arrange a call with
McCabe.
On Monday, June 12, McCabe called me
and said bluntly that he heard about what I
said on the news and he made the decision
to cancel my keynote speech. He said it was
a particularly sensitive time for the FBI and,
knowing what I said on the air, he thought
his agents would be too upset to have me at
the event.
I told him I thought his decision was “inappropriate.” I couldn’t believe he could be
so thin-skinned that my mild remarks would
lead him to cancel a counterterrorism training
event. I also had a hard time believing his
agents would be so upset by an opinion.
And that was that. I don’t know anything
else about McCabe, other than what I have
read in the press. But I do know that in this
instance he demonstrated a “protect Comey
at all costs” approach to his job that I find
troubling.
It is McCabe’s right to be close to Comey. It is his right to see Comey as a mentor.
But it was wrong of him to retaliate against
someone because he didn’t like what they
said about Comey on a news show. The FBI
I know is better than this.
*****
Ari Fleischer served as White House press
secretary for President George W. Bush. He
is now president of Ari Fleischer Communications.

A merit-based immigration system would
help Americans — and skilled foreigners

By Deena Flinchum
Don’t expect a bigger paycheck
anytime soon. Fed Chair Janet Yellen recently admitted there might
be far more “slack” in the labor
market than she and her colleagues
realized, meaning that employers
can attract all the workers they need
without raising wages.
This is a longstanding problem.
Inflation-adjusted wages have
climbed just 0.2 percent annually
since 1973.
Several lawmakers on Capitol Hill plan to end this wage
stagnation by transitioning to a
merit-based immigration system.
Limiting low-skilled immigration
would make it easier for working-class Americans to find jobs
and negotiate raises.
Each year, the US gives out
more than 1 million “green cards,”
permanently allowing foreign-born
individuals to live and work in the
United States.
Only 140,000 of those are for

DEENA FLINCHUM
highly skilled immigrants.
The current immigration system
reserves two-thirds of all green
cards for foreigners who already
have extended family in the country
without accounting for immigrants’
economic potential.

(Continued from Page 10)
person to capture man’s inhumanity to another living creature, be it
human or canine, and by so doing
(stopping to create that video) help
stop such cruelty by exposing the
perpetrator of the unkind act (to say
the least) to the public eye. Often
such caring exposure on the part of
the one coming upon the inhumane
behavior can stop additional misery
from being inflicted, be it only
slight or possibly even horrendous,
by bringing that behavior to light.
One video is worth a thousand
words, as they might say; or to put
it another way, seeing is believing.
Yes, yes; I know. Sometimes
one’s eyes can deceive one, yet
most of us can differentiate between a possible misinterpretation
of what we saw (as in, it could have
been someone else wearing that
familiar coat and hat; or maybe it
was just a drill, not a gun, that we
saw being pointed at the victim)
and an actual act of unkindness or
inflicting of pain.

Many people are so wrapped up
in the “big” things of today, such
as politics and the role that Russia
might have played in our last election, or the fading funding for our
Social Security checks, about which
the average person can do nothing;
yet they might walk right on by
something that is going on right
under their noses; something about
which they CAN do something.
There was a recent incident
at a PetSmart in Houston, Texas
regarding a woman grooming a
dog as part of her job description
as an employee there. Because of
the caring of a passerby customer
of PetSmart who happened to look
through the window into the salon
and saw the pet groomer working
on a Shih Tzu under her care, what
she saw got her attention — she saw
the employee gripping the dog’s
muzzle and jerking its face in order
for her to get at the hair around its
neck, and then yanking on one of
the dog’s ears to switch angles —
and it was enough to encourage her

(Continued from Page 11)
eral had done for other presidents.
These are very odd statements
by Trump that Mueller could argue indicate that Trump wanted
Sessions to impede or even end
the Russia investigation to “protect
him.” But, once again, Trump is
so erratic, opining whatever he is
thinking.
Then, according to the New
York Times, Trump erupted at Sessions after Mueller was appointed,
accusing him of “disloyalty” for recusing himself from the Russia investigation at the recommendation
of career Justice Department staff.
On its face, it corroborates Comey’s testimony that Trump wanted
“loyalty” from him. It is also a very
odd reaction by Trump to recusal,

which Sessions was advised to do
and is a routine practice when there
is a potential conflict of interest or
an appearance of a conflict. Mueller
could argue that Trump’s intense
anger was due to his fear of the
investigation and desire to impede
it. He has the right to remain silent,
but not the ability.
(The Left Reacts To Trump
Firing Muller, PART TWO, continued next week)
*****
For more information regarding
Nevada laws, or if you feel your
rights have been violated, please
call Mace Yampolsky & Associates.
Call or text us at (702) 385-9777.
We are available 24/7 for emergencies. If you need help, CALL NOW
before it is too late. We can help!

Maramis

Mace

Because so many extended
family members of immigrants
possess few skills, they compete
with the most vulnerable Americans
for jobs.
This influx of workers has
pushed many less-educated Americans out of the job market entirely.
In the 1960s, 95 percent of male
high-school dropouts were working
or actively looking for jobs; today,
only 80 percent participate in the
labor force.
American workers also take a
pay cut. Harvard economist George
Borjas found Americans lose $402
billion annually in foregone wages
as a result of competition from
immigrant laborers.
Congress may soon consider
a bill, the Reforming American
Immigration for a Strong Economy (RAISE) Act, to relieve these
Americans. The RAISE Act would
cut the number of green cards by 50
percent by scrapping family-sponsored green cards, with notable

to start recording it on her video
cell phone.
The customer who recorded the
incident, Terah Leder, said she was
freaking out when she saw the way
that dog was being treated and felt
the need to do something. She not
only notified the store’s manager,
but waited an hour outside the
grooming salon for someone to pick
up the pooch.
“If that were my dog, I would
want to know what happened,”
said Leder.
The owner of the little dog,
Brooke Vowers, later posted Terah’s
video on Facebook, where it has
gained over half a million views so
far. “If this happened to my dog, it’s
probably happened to other dogs.
And I don’t want it to happen to
future dogs,” the concerned owner
told KTRK.
A PetSmart spokesperson said in
a statement that the groomer’s actions were completely unacceptable
and would not be tolerated, adding
that the associate was immediately
terminated.
“At PetSmart,” the spokesperson
said, “we all love pets, and this
video does not represent who we
are as a company.”
This column is not about
PetSmart. It is about those who are
in a position to be unkind to pets,
to animals, and do so because it is
in their own interest to do so. And it
is about those who see such unkindness (call it what you will) and stop
to do something about it. In other
words it is about right and wrong:
Doing the wrong thing because
you can, and doing the right thing
because it is the right thing to do.
*****
Maramis Choufani is the Managing Editor of the Las Vegas
Tribune. She writes a weekly column in this newspaper. To contact
Maramis, email her at maramis@
lasvegastribune.com.

exceptions. Recent immigrants
would still be able to obtain green
cards for their minor children and
spouses but no longer be able to
bring adult children and siblings.
People will receive points if they
have high-paying U.S. job offers,
fluent English language skills, and
college degrees.
The RAISE Act would eliminate
slack in the labor market, giving
workers more leverage to demand
raises.
Some special interest groups
have expressed skepticism. They
needn’t be concerned.
American universities worry
the RAISE Act would disadvantage foreign students. Actually, the
RAISE Act would benefit them
because currently, those students
often struggle to obtain work visas
once they earn degrees.
The new system would award
extra points to graduates of U.S.
universities, giving them a leg up on
graduates from foreign institutions.

Some agricultural firms fear the
RAISE Act would jeopardize their
labor force. Those concerns are
similarly misplaced.
The agricultural industry doesn’t
depend on green card holders. Out
of more than 1 million green cards
distributed in 2015, less than 4,200
went to immigrants in farming, fishing, or forestry jobs. The H-2A visa
program, which lets firms bring in
an unlimited number of guest workers for farm work, would remain
untouched under the RAISE Act.
Our economy is changing. It’s
becoming tougher for less-educated
Americans to find decent-paying
jobs. Reforming the legal immigration system would help these
citizens while still attracting the
best and brightest from around the
world.
Deena Flinchum is an IT worker
who was employed by the AFL-CIO
for 25 years before retiring. She
is now a community volunteer in
southwest Virginia.
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Couples can learn to
roll sushi together
By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by Sandy Zimmerman
with others noted
RA Sushi Bar & Restaurant
invited me to a pre-demonstration
of their Couples Sushi Rolling
Class scheduled for Wednesday,
February 7.
What a romantic original way to
spend Valentine’s Day or an evening any time with the togetherness
and fun of rolling sushi!
It looked so easy as Head Sushi
Chef Luis Castro-Riviera began his
demonstration. Rolling sushi is an
ancient tradition and an art dating
back to 9th century Japan (PBS).
First Sushi Chef Luis placed a
pink soy paper on the table, then
topped it with rice, added the lobster and strawberries while rolling
them together on the mat. He cut
the long roll into several separate
pieces to be shared by the couple.
The chef also poured spicy
mayonnaise to awaken your taste
buds and finished his heart-shaped
pieces by topping them with a slice
of cucumber and a strawberry. A
colorful, romantic meal!
This is one class that mixes sushi rolling with romance preparing
couples for that Valentine’s Day
or any other special occasion. It’s
different!
Try a new way of spicing up
your evening!
Make your own heart-shaped
“Soy Crazy for You” Roll and others. Another enticement is learning
to make-your-own cocktails during
the class.
The Sushi Chef explains how to
choose the right fish, how to prepare

Head Sushi Chef Luis Castro-Riviera is preparing the “Soy Crazy for You Sushi Roll”

the rice and fish, and learn each
designated, traditional, important
step in sushi making. Guests may

ask questions.
As RA Sushi Bar & Restaurant
calls it the “Roll of Attraction:

An Aphrodisiac Sushi Rolling
Class.” RA Sushi Bar Restaurant
wants guests to heat things up
with their soulmate this Valentine’s Day. Enjoy a romantic and
entertaining couples’ night out
designed to teach participants
about the power of aphrodisiac
ingredients and help them make
a little magic of their own. Roll of
Attraction: An aphrodisiac sushi
rolling class for couples takes
place on Wednesday, February
7, 8 to 9:30 p.m.
In addition to making and
eating the Soy Crazy for You
Roll together, couples will enjoy
making other menu items including a Rainbow Roll, Tuna and
Salmon Nigiri, while sampling
three varieties of sake and JCB
#69 Sparkling Rosé.
Cost: $45 per person with sake
and sparkling rosé | $40 per person without sake and sparkling
rosé.
HAPPY HOUR: Special prices

from 3 to 7 p.m. and 10 p.m. to
closing.
Lunch Menu, from 11 a.m. to 3
p.m., is on the lighter side including
rice bowls.
Complimentary registration to
receive discount coupons and announcements of new items.
RA Sushi Bar & Restaurant, on
the street side of the Fashion Show
Mall, across from the WYNN Hotel, 3200 Las Vegas Blvd., South.
For information, call 702-696-0008
or visit the website www.rasushi.
com.
*****
Award-winning syndicated columnist Sandy Zimmerman is a
Show and Dining reviewer as well
as travel, health, luxury living and
more. Sandy is talk show host of
Sandy Zimmerman’s Las Vegas
TV. For information, questions,
or to recommend subjects, please
call (702)-515-0846, visit FACEBOOK@SZLVTV or email www.
sandyzimm2003@yahoo.com.

The Couple’s Sushi Rolling Class includes the Rainbow Roll. (Photo by RA Sushi)

“Soy Crazy for You” Sushi Roll. (Photo by RA Sushi)

Lobster, strawberries, cucumbers and rice are the main ingredients in the “Soy Crazy for You” Sushi Roll.
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Grand illusionist David Goldrake announces special February
Buy One/Get One ticket offer for ‘Imaginarium’ at the Tropicana

By Mike Kermani
Las Vegas Tribune
Award-winning grand illusionist
David Goldrake wants to share the
magic of love with his audience
through February announcing a
special Buy One, Get One ticket
offer for any ticket level for his
scheduled February performances
at Tropicana Las Vegas. Additionally on February 14th the first
100 ladies attending the show will
receive a single long-stem red rose.
Celebrating the success of his new
Las Vegas residency at Tropicana
Las Vegas, the magician, known as
‘The International Man of Mystery,’
would like audience members to
enjoy his new show, ‘Imaginarium’
inside Tropicana Theater, with an
offer to bring someone they love
for FREE.
David Goldrake performs
‘Imaginarium’ Tuesday through
Sunday at 7pm with general admission ticket prices starting at
$45.98 (excludes tax and fees). To
take advantage of the BOGO ticket
offer, visit www.ticketbat.com and
at checkout use promotion code
TBBGC or mention the February
‘Celebrate the Love of Magic’
BOGO ticket offer in person at the
Tropicana box office. Offer available for all ticket levels. For more
information visit www.DavidGoldrake.com.
Representing a new generation
of illusionists, David Goldrake
allows guests to lose all sense of
reality, creating a surreal scene
caught somewhere between reality and a dreamlike world full of
dreams and fantasies. From the
classics of magical history to modern experience, the grand illusionist
treats guests to an interactive show
featuring escapology, music and
choreography blending with modern 3D mapping technology. David
Goldrake developed ‘Imaginarium’
with the best creators in the field
of magic and entertainment, and
undertakes a journey through time
that challenges the laws of nature
before guests’ eyes.
David Goldrake started his career as a professional magician in
1999. On top of being a regular performer at the renowned Magic Castle in Hollywood, he has performed
all over the world and has amazed
more than 20 million guests in over
ten countries and speaks seven languages. In 2010, he was awarded
the coveted ‘Mandrake d’Or’ award
(The Oscar of Magic) ranking him
alongside names such as other Las
Vegas favorites including David
Copperfield and Siegfried & Roy.
In 2015, Goldrake was awarded the
‘Merlin Award’ for ‘Best Illusionist
Europe 2015’ by the International
Society of Magicians.
*****
7th ANNUAL POKER
TOURNAMENT:
“PINSTRIPES POLKA DOTS”
7th Annual Poker Tournament:
“Pinstripes Polka Dots” hosted by

and are available for purchase on
the website athttp://greatvegasbeer.
com/great-vegas-presents-beersear/.
*****

The Duke of Fremont Street, February 24, 2018
Doors open at 6:30 pm/ cards
in the air at 8 pm in the Golden
Nugget Poker Room. $100 Buy-In/
$20. Rebuys. No pre-registration
necessary! For information call:
(702)-455-0104.
The “Pinstripes & Polka Dots
2018 event benefits the Clark
County Museum Guild for the
Restoration of the Grand Canyon
Airline Ticketing Office- Bradley
House. For more information visit
the website www.PinstripesPolkadots.com.
*****
GREAT VEGAS FESTIVAL
OF BEER TO HOST
BEER AND SEAR CRAFT
BEER AND CULINARY
‘BEERUNCH’ AT
SEARSUCKER
Motley Brews will host a preview of the next Great Vegas Festival of Beer with a Beer and Sear
craft beer and culinary ‘beerunch’ at
Searsucker Las Vegas from 11 a.m.
to 2 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 24. In
addition to exclusive beer tastings,
the event will include music and
culinary stations.
Stephen La Sala, executive
chef of Searsucker, will prepare a
sampling of brunch selections to
pair with the beer offerings. Three
food stations will offer fresh salt
and brine offerings, including poke
hand rolls, oysters on the half-shell
served with a spicy cocktail sauce
and lager mignonette and Bloody
Mary shrimp cocktails; brunch favorites, including beer-brined pork
belly bennies, served with homemade bread, lemon-dill hollandaise
and beer-cured salmon, Mexican
poutine served with stout-braised
carnitas, rajas and Oaxaca cheese
and short rib fries, made with
beer-braised short ribs and topped
with Vermont cheddar and egg; and
Chef La Sala’s traditional taco bar,
with an authentic pastor taco, an
infamous charred octopus taco and
beer-braised crispy pig ears.
Guests attending this exclusive
event will experience a decadent
taste of what is to come at the
eighth annual Great Vegas Festival
of Beer, where Chef La Sala will
cook a variety of beer-inspired
dishes created specifically for festival guests with VIP tickets. This
year’s Great Vegas Grand Tasting
will be held on Saturday, April 7.
The Mad Craft Experience, added
to the Great Vegas lineup last year,
will be held on Friday, April 6.
Tickets to Beer and Sear are
priced at $55, plus tax and fees,

HASH HOUSE A GO GO
SHARES THE LOVE ON
NATIONAL PANCAKE DAY,
TUESDAY, FEB. 13
With a heart as big as their
pancakes, and in celebration of
National Pancake Day on Tues.,
Feb. 13, Hash House A Go Go will
“give back through flapjacks” by
donating $1 from every red velvet
pancake sold to benefit the Children’s Heart Foundation (CHF) as
part of February’s American Heart
Month.
National Pancake Day, also
known as Fat Tuesday or Shrove
Tuesday, is one of Hash House A
Go Go’s favorite holidays of the
year, so much so that they will extend the celebration for the love of

pancakes through Friday, Feb. 16,
all to support CHF.
“We are thrilled to partner with
the Hash House A Go Go restaurant group during American Heart
Month,” said Kelley McClellan,
Executive Director, Children’s
Heart Foundation “With collaborations like this, we are able to
continue our mission to help local
families dealing with the financial
and emotional toll exacted by a
child’s heart condition.”
The red velvet flapjack will be
available for National Pancake Day,
along with all of Hash House A
Go Go’s other flapjack selections,
during breakfast, brunch and lunch
at locations inside the LINQ Resort
& Casino, inside the Plaza Hotel &
Casino, on W. Sahara and N. Stephanie Street in Henderson.
*****
INCUBUS ROCKS INTO LAS
VEGAS WITH RESIDENCY
AT THE JOINT AT HARD
ROCK HOTEL & CASINO,
FEBRUARY 2
Multi-platinum alternative rock
heavyweight, Incubus, launched
their four-night limited engagement
presented by X107.5 at The Joint
at Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Las
Vegas on Friday, February 2.
The show kicked off when the
band performed “Glitterbomb” and
“Circles,” and thanked their fans
for attending. “How ya’ll doing?
Thank you for being here!” said
lead singer, Brandon Boyd.
Fans danced and rocked to
Incubus’ high energy throughout
the performance. Incubus sang fan
favorites including “Drive,” “Anna
Molly” and “Loneliest” from their
newest album, 8.
Earlier in the day, Hard Rock

Hotel welcomed frontman Brandon Boyd, an accomplished visual
artist, as he presented a large-scale
display of his fine art prints which
are available now for fans to view.
The display is located in front of
The Joint doors at Hard Rock Hotel
and will remain there through 2018.
Before the show, the band also
invited unsung heroes from the
tragic 1 October shooting in Las
Vegas to a private meet and greet.
Incubus was originally scheduled
to perform at The Joint in October
2017. The group mingled with the
band, took selfies, and exchanged
stories before enjoying the show in
one of The Joint’s exclusive suites.
Incubus’ remaining shows take
place tonight, Saturday, Feb. 3 and
on March 30 and 31. Tickets start
at $50.50 (plus applicable service
fees) and are available at the Hard
Rock Hotel box office, by calling
888.9.AXS.TIX or online at www.
axs.com.
The band will donate $1 from
each ticket sale and split the proceeds between the Las Vegas Victims’ Fund, organized to provide
relief and financial support to the
victims and families of the 1 October tragedy; and to The Campaign
to Change Direction, a collection
of concerned citizens, nonprofit
leaders, and leaders from the private sector who have come together
to change the culture in America
about mental health, mental illness
and wellness.
*****
Mike Kermani is an entertainment writer for the Las Vegas
Tribune newspaper. He writes a
weekly column in this newspaper.
To contact Mike Kermani, email
mkermani@ lasvegas tribune.com
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By Jerry Fink
Las Vegas Tribune
Nik Mastrangelo and the Nik
at Nite Quartet will perform A
Musical Valentine at 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 14 at the Summerlin Library Performing Arts Center,
1771 Inner Circle Drive.
Celebrate Valentine’s Day with
Nik and his all-star quartet of
Joey Singer, David Ostrem, Mike
Mechem and Rob Stone as they
bring alive a special selection of
some of the most romantic songs
composed by the likes of Rodgers
& Hart, Cole Porter, Jerome Kern,
Sammy Cahn, John Lennon, Paul
McCartney and the Gershwins.
This even is free and open to
the public.
For more information call 702507-3863.
*****
DEFENDING THE CAVEMAN
PARTNERS WITH
ADAM & EVE ADULT STORE
FOR VALENTINE’S DAY
Spend Valentine’s Day at the
D Las Vegas with Defending the
Caveman for only $69.69++ per
couple.
Relationships are a laughing
matter all year long and Valentine’s
Day 2018 will be no exception.
Defending the Caveman, shown
at the D Las Vegas, is the longest
running one-man show in Broadway history. It is a comedic exploration through the differences
between men and women whose
roots can be traced back to pre-historic days.
For the second year in a row,
Defending the Caveman offers
a special Valentine’s Day price
of $69.69++ for two VIP tickets,
called the Fork-And-Spoon special.
Each ticket comes with a champagne toast, a box of chocolates
and a rose for the ladies. The special
holiday pricing will be available
from Friday, February 9 to Friday,
February 16.
New this year, Defending the

Caveman will partner with Adam
& Eve Adult Store for the Valentine’s Day promotion. Adam & Eve
will provide a gift bag with each
purchase of the Fork-And-Spoon
Special, while supplies last.
The goodie bags will contain
adult toys, perfect for couples and
single alike, and a coupon for 25
percent off a purchase at Adam &
Eve’s retail location, 3231 N Decatur Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89130.
“Valentine’s Day can get monotonous, especially for couples
who are lucky enough to have spent
so many together,” says Shavone
Thomas, assistant manager at Adam
& Eve. “The Fork-And-Spoon Special and gift bags will put a sexy
spin on Valentine’s Day and bring
couples closer together.”
Kevin Burke, star of Defending
the Caveman, said that audiences
found the Fork-And-Spoon Special
hysterical last year and enjoyed the
extra gifts they received with their
tickets. Whether your Valentine’s
Day is being spent with a lover or
friends, Defending the Caveman
will be a night of hilarious entertainment for men and women alike.
“There’s a reason that Defending the Caveman has been running
worldwide for so long,” said Burke.
“Our show is less of a battle of the
sexes and more of figuring out how
our differences make relationships
work… And what makes them so
funny.”
Defending the Caveman runs
nightly. Performances are at 8:40
p.m. at The Showroom at the D
Las Vegas.
Regularly priced tickets are
$36.95++, general admission;
$46.95++, VIP admission and
includes priority seating; and
$61.95++, platinum admission
and includes first-tier seating, a
commemorative photo and one well
drink, domestic beer or house wine.
To purchase tickets, or phone the
box office at 702-388-2111. For the
special $69.69++ Valentine’s Day

pricing, use code VDay69.
Defending the Caveman
Las Vegas
Defending the Caveman made
its debut in June 2007 in downtown
Las Vegas, and is the longest-running one-man show in Broadway
and Las Vegas history.
Find Defending the Caveman
on Facebook, Twitter or Instagram
@CavemanVegas. Kevin Burke,
Las Vegas entertainer of the year,
has more than 4,300 performances
under his belt.
Adam & Eve Adult Store
Adam & Eve is the nation’s
largest marketer of adult products
and caters to millions of customers
worldwide. They are also one of
the longest-running companies in
the adult industry. Adam & Eve
prides themselves on providing a
discreet yet memorable shopping
experience in a comfortable and
upscale environment They pledge
to customers to treat them fairly,
protect their privacy and stand by
their company promises. The retail
location is located at 3231 N Decatur Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89130.
*****

CLINT HOLMES, EARL
TURNER TO PERFORM
THE ‘SOUNDTRACK’
OF OUR LIVES
Celebrated entertainers Clint
Holmes and Earl Turner are taking the stage together to celebrate
the ‘soundtrack’ of our lives in
SOUNDTRACK: Your Songs. Our
Stories. The Show.
The latest collaboration between
these two Las Vegas legends will
debut inside the famed Westgate International Theater at Westgate Las
Vegas Resort & Casino Wednesday,
February 14, 2018 at 7 p.m.
SOUNDTRACK: Your Songs.
Our Stories. The Show, combines
the talents of two of Las Vegas’
most beloved and highly-regarded
entertainers, Clint Holmes and Earl
Turner.
Based on the music of our lives,
past and present, Earl and Clint
will combine their unique energy,
voices, humor and life experiences
to bring new life to the music that
makes up the soundtracks of our
lives.
The audience will reminisce to
songs that make us all ‘remember
when’ and celebrate the music of
some of today’s great contemporary
artists. These two entertainers have
often shared each other’s stages as

headliners and for more than two
decades, lent their voices to each
other’s award-winning shows.
Now, having combined their
talents on the same stage and in
the same show, there will be no
doubt in Las Vegas as to the city’s
most entertaining and organic
vocal experience. Featuring a live
eight-piece band and the musical
direction of Christian Tamburr, a
three-time Down Beat Magazine
Music Award winner, this musical
performance will rock the historic
International Westgate Theater.
Whether on the stage solo or
complimenting one another, these
artists will bring back a feeling of
“old Vegas” in a show that brings
audiences the best of yesterday
and today.
Featuring hit songs from Michael Jackson, Al Green, Bruno
Mars, Blake Shelton, Bill Withers
and Irving Berlin, among others,
the show will also highlight female
vocalist Serena Henry, whose credits include performing with Gladys
Knight and Smokey Robinson.
This high-energy performance
will pay tribute to musical greats
such as Stevie Wonder and Prince,
as well as Las Vegas legends,
Frank Sinatra and Sammy Davis Jr.
SOUNDTRACK: Your Songs. Our
Stories. The Show. will showcase
an ever-changing repertoire of
iconic musical favorites, including
“You’ve Got a Friend” and “Yesterday.”
The chemistry and camaraderie
of these two powerful performers
will provide an explosive and
unforgettable evening of entertainment. SOUNDTRACK: Your Songs.
Our Stories. The Show. will quickly
become a musical happening not to
be missed. SOUNDTRACK: Your
Songs. Our Stories. The Show will
perform Thursday through Sunday
at 7 p.m. inside the International
Westgate Theater at Westgate Las
Vegas Resort & Casino, beginning
Wednesday.
February 14. Tickets are $48,
$58, $78 and $98 plus tax and fees
and can be purchased at the West-

gate Las Vegas Resort & Casino
Box Office at (800) 222-5361 or
online at www.westgatelasvegas.
com.
*****
COMMONWEALTH TO HOST
“SPACE YACHT” PARTY
THIS VALENTINE’S DAY
Located in the heart of Fremont
East Entertainment District, Commonwealth will collaborate with
Space Yacht to throw a rooftop
dance party this Valentine’s Day on
Wednesday, Feb. 14 at 9 p.m.
Commonwealth will welcome
party brand Space Yacht to Las Ve-

gas, which will bring a lineup of top
DJs with a special guest headliner
to the rooftop bar for a night of electronic dance music (EDM). Space
Yacht, based out of Los Angeles, is
known for putting on dance parties
with a mystery line-up, revealed
throughout the night of the party.
The event will culminate with free
pizza at 1 a.m., delivered directly
to the dance floor.
Space Yacht has been turning
ordinary weeknights into raves
since 2015, with lineups featuring
big names in the EDM industry
including Steve Aoki, Snails and
Slushii. With the motto “Ruin your
Wednesday,” attendees can expect
parties thrown by Space Yacht to go
until the early hours of the morning.
Bottle service and reservations are
available by calling 702.445.6400
or visiting www.commonwealthlv.
com.
*****

THE+SOURCE
DISPENSARIES TO HOST
“BEST BUDS” PROMOTION
THIS VALENTINE’S DAY
The+Source cannabis dispensaries at 9480 S. Eastern Blvd. in
Henderson and 2550 S. Rainbow
Blvd. in Las Vegas will launch a
“Best Buds” promotion this Valentine’s Day on Wednesday, Feb. 14.
The new referral bonus will offer
existing customers 100 points in
rewards credit for a first purchase
made by a new customer. The+Source will offer double referral
bonus points in celebration of Valentine’s Day from Tuesday, Feb. 13
through Thursday, Feb. 15.
The dispensary will randomly
select five pairs using the double
referral bonus for a complimentary
candle-lit dinner at Cheba Hut, a
toasted sub restaurant with cannabis-inspired menu items. Partnering
florist, Flowers of the Field, will
also donate a bouquet to each winning pair valued at $75.
Patients and customers are invited to join a loyalty rewards program
with The+Source; which offers one
point for every dollar spent. Points
may be exchanged for free products, such as pre-rolls, flower and
concentrates. Upon registering for
the loyalty rewards program, customers will instantly earn a five percent discount towards their initial
purchase. More information is on
the website at https://thesourcenv.
com/loyalty-rewards-program/.
The+Source dispensaries offer
more than 30 different strains of
cannabis, as well as a variety of
concentrates, edibles and related
medical marijuana products. It
stands apart from other dispensaries
through experienced operators,
quality and selection of products,
and the experience of Dr. William
Troutt, who is renowned for his
expertise in cannabis treatments.
*****
Jerry Fink is an entertainment
columnist for the Las Vegas Tribune
newspaper and writes a weekly column. To contact Fink, email him at
jfink@ lasvegastribune.com.
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Neon Museum offers “BRILLIANT!”
— A Las Vegas-style show —

By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by Sandy Zimmerman
The Neon Museum’s “BRILLIANT!” Las
Vegas-Style Show awakens the past with a
dazzling symphony of synchronized lighting,
old-time music and special effects. We hear
Elvis and the other famous stars sing their
songs and listen to the music the public loves.
It’s great to see these beautiful signs suddenly come alive flashing again as they did
years before. Whether you saw early Las Vegas or are new, this show is for everyone. You
stand surrounded by these signs not knowing
where the show will begin as it constantly
changes jumping from one sign to another.
Orchestrated to simulate the famous early
shows, we have the feeling of being there.
The Neon Museum describes their production show as “A state of the art audiovisual
immersion that redefines the way we explore
the history of Las Vegas. This magical experience, created by noted artist Craig Winslow,
transports visitors directly into the history
of Las Vegas through sight and 3D sound.
Static signs come to life, splashed with iconic
Las Vegas images and accompanied by the
soundtrack of some of the greatest musical
performers in history.”
Las Vegas began as a sleepy town in the
desert and grew to the entertainment capital
of the United States. There was the time of
the mob, then Howard Hughes to a dynamic
city for the whole family.
The casinos flashy neon signs lit up Las
Vegas Boulevard. The Neon Museum began
with the first restored sign from the Hacienda
Horse and Rider, at Las Vegas Boulevard and
Fremont Street.
The museum’s nearly two-acre property
includes outdoor exhibition space with 200

This is part of the “BRILLIANT!” Show’s 360-degree audiovisual immersion experience.
assorted signs. Their visitor center originally special events, photo shoots and educational
was the former La Concha Motel lobby. The programs.
Neon Boneyard North Gallery has additional
You should take the one hour guided tour
rescued signs and is also used for weddings, seven days a week or self-guided tour 24

hours a day for the exciting inside stories.
Exhibits include the Lucky Cuss Motel,
the Bow & Arrow Motel, The Silver Slipper,
Society Cleaners, Binion’s Horseshoe, the
Normandie Motel, the Hacienda horse and
rider, the Landmark and 5th Street Liquors.
Craig Winslow is an experiential designer
who loves blending the physical and digital. From his studio in Portland, Oregon,
Winslow is part of a new wave of American
artists combining technology with traditional
artistic elements in immersive settings. Last
year he was awarded an Adobe Creative
Residency to create his latest project, Light
Capsules, which inspired the concept for
his new venture, Brilliant, with The Neon
Museum. Craig’s work has been featured
in FastCo Design magazine, Gizmodo, The
Great Discontent, and more.
Tickets: $23, and $15 — locals, seniors,
students, military members FREE to Brilliant! memberships@neonmuseum.org.
Neon Museum North Gallery, 770 N. Las
Vegas Blvd., Las Vegas. Call (702) 387-6366.
*****
Award-winning syndicated columnist
Sandy Zimmerman is a Show and Dining
Reviewer as well as travel, health, luxury
and more. Sandy is talk show host of Sandy
Zimmerman’s Las Vegas TV. If you wish information, have questions about any of Sandy’s
articles, wish to recommend subjects, call
(702)-731-6491 or email Sandy at www.sandyzimm2003@yahoo.com. SUGGESTIONS:
Do you have a fave comedian, singer, musician, hypnotist, ventriloquist, specialty act,
production show or any other entertainer?
Let Sandy know your fave, the reasons for
your choice, your name/email and you may
win a prize. Email Sandy Zimmerman at
sandyzimm2003@yahoo.com.

40 Reanimated “BRILLIANT!” Show’s vintage signs!

The Stardust sign is one fascinating reanimated vintage signs included in the BRILLIANT! Show.

Two viewing areas: The “BRILLIANT!” animated, musical show and this section
with remnants of the Silver Slipper, Desert Inn and others.
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Las Vegas Township Community Impact
Center Celebrated One-Year Anniversary

Commissioners Steve Sisolak and Jim Gibson, Las Vegas Justice Court Chief Judge Joe Bonaventure, and
Clark County Manager Yolanda King, join Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department personnel and other
officials for a ribbon cutting ceremony at new offices for the Las Vegas Township Community Impact Center.
The Las Vegas Township Community Impact Center celebrated
its one-year anniversary Jan. 19
with the grand opening of its new
location at 3740 Royal Crest St.
The Las Vegas Township Community Impact Center is one of 10
sites that were selected in April
2016 to receive a $200,000 grant
to create a Restorative Justice Program from the U.S. Department of
Justice’s Bureau of Justice Assistance in partnership with the Center
for Court Innovation. A goal of the
initiative is to reduce recidivism
by assisting low-level, non-violent offenders with individualized
services aimed at improving their
individual situations, and making
them accountable for their actions
by performing community service
and restitution to the neighborhood
and community in which they
offended.
Las Vegas Township Community Impact Center is collaborating
with Clark County management,
Clark County justice partners,
Metro and a myriad of community
service programs and providers.
The move to this new location
enables the Community Impact
Center to be closer to the clientele
that are served in the Las Vegas
Strip Corridor. An additional goal
of this move, in the future, will be
holding the Community Impact
Center hearing calendar at this location as well. Until further notice, the
current Community Impact Center
calendar will remain at the Regional
Justice Center, 200 Lewis Ave, Las
Vegas, NV 89155 every Thursday
on the 17th floor with a check in
time of 8 a.m.
*****

The popular auctions feature
items used or acquired by area
police and government agencies
including cars, trucks, computers,
office equipment, electronics and
other lost and found items from
McCarran International Airport.
The County contracts with TNT
Auction to manage the sales. Catalogs listing vehicles and miscellaneous items being sold are
posted on TNT’s website at www.
tntauction.com. The catalogs get
updated regularly as the date of
each sale approaches. YouTube
videos in English and Spanish are
posted on the County’s website at
www.ClarkCountyNV.gov to show
interested participants how the
registration, bidding and payment
process works.
A preview and pre-registration
period opens up three days in advance of each auction. The public
is welcome to visit the auction lot,
view many of the items that will
be sold, and register as bidders.
Interested buyers can sit in vehicles
and ask auction personnel to start
them up during the preview period.
(Sorry, no test drives allowed.)
Anyone interested in bidding
during the action must register on
site to obtain a bid card. There is
no cost to register. On auction day,
two sales occur on site at the same
time — one to sell vehicles and the
other for miscellaneous items.
An exception for on-site registration is if you plan to participate
in the online portion of the vehicle
auction, which is conducted at the
same time as the on-site vehicle
auction. Anyone who plans to bid
for vehicles online must register in
advance of the sale online through
TNT’s website. If you register
online for the vehicle auction, you
must bid online. The miscellaneous
property auction is only conducted
on-site and starts with the sale of

unclaimed lost and found items
from McCarran.
Other government surplus auction dates this year are set for May
19 and Nov. 17.
*****
Neighborhood Partners
Fund Program
The annual Neighborhood Partners Fund (NPF) application process will open Monday, Feb.12,
2018, offering registered city of Las
Vegas neighborhood associations
the opportunity to apply for a maximum of $5,000 to help improve
the community. There is $80,000
available for neighborhood grants.
Applications are due by 11:59 p.m.
Monday, April 16.
Landscaping projects, senior
citizen home safety programs,
murals or other proposals related
to community improvement may
qualify for this grant. The program
requires neighborhood associations
to match the city’s grant with cash,
volunteer time or in-kind services
and goods donated to the project.
Projects are required to take place
within city limits and neighborhood
boundaries, and include direct resident involvement in all phases of
the projects.
Applicants are encouraged to
register and attend a workshop
scheduled throughout the city
of Las Vegas to learn about the
program and application process
through ZoomGrants. To register
for a workshop, call 702-229-1762.
No paper applications will be accepted. Workshops are scheduled
for:
—Thursday, Feb. 22, 5:30
p.m.-7:30 p.m., at East Las Vegas
Community Center Conference
Room 2, 250 N. Eastern Ave.
702.229.1515
—Saturday, March 3, 9: a.m.11 a.m., at the Mirabelli Community Center Special Event Room,

First Government Surplus
Auction of 2018 this month
The first surplus auction of 2018
is set to take place Saturday, Feb.
24, beginning at 8 a.m. at 4320
Stephanie St., off Flamingo Road
near Dog Fancier’s Park.

Black History Festival returns
to Springs Preserve, Febuary 17
The Springs Preserve is celebrating the contributions of African-Americans with music, food and
dance at its annual Black History Month Festival Saturday, Feb. 17, beginning at 10 a.m.
For more information, call (702) 822-7700 or visit springspreserve.org.

6200 Hargrove Ave. 702.229.6359
—Thursday, March 22, 5:30
a.m.-7:30 p.m., at East Las Vegas
Community Center Conference
Room 2, 250 N. Eastern Ave.
702.229.1515
—Saturday, March 31, 9 a.m.11 a.m., at the Mirabelli Community Center, Special Event Room,
6200 Hargrove Ave. 702.229.6359
All applicants who meet submission criteria will be required
to make a 10-minute presentation
of their projects to the NPF Board.
Funding recommendations from the
board on these projects are scheduled to be presented to the City
Council for final approval at the
July 18 City Council meeting. Go
to the city of Las Vegas website for
more details. Residents looking for
more information can contact Alma
Estrada, at 702.229.1762.
*****
Local artists invited to apply
for ZAP 10 Project
Clark County artists are invited
to submit their qualifications for
inclusion in the 10th project of
the very popular Zap! Public Art
Program, which was originally
launched by Clark County Parks &
Recreation in 2005.
Ten artists will be selected
through an independent review
panel, to design and paint their
original creations, before the end
of May 2018, on public utility
boxes (like the one pictured to the
right) along East Cheyenne Avenue,
from the Las Vegas Wash Regional
Trail Park, to Lamb Boulevard, and
around Walnut Recreation Center
and Park (just south of Cheyenne
Ave.)
The Request For Qualification
(RFQ) package is available as
follows:
—Internet — Visit the Nevada
Gov eMarketplace website at www.
ngemnv.com and locate Document
No.604737 in the list of current
solicitations.
—Mail — Please fax a request to
(702) 386-4914 specifying project
number and description. Be sure to
include company address, phone,
email address and fax numbers.
—Pick up — Clark County Government Center, 500 South Grand
Central Parkway, Purchasing and
Contracts Division, Fourth Floor,
Las Vegas, NV 89106.
This project is open only to artists over the age of 18 who reside
in Clark County and who did not
participate in Zap 7, Zap 8, or Zap
9; and are not part-time or full-time
Clark County employees. Artists
selected must be available to attend
an open community meeting at a
date to be determined, as well as
the reception for Zap 10 at a date to
be determined. The selected artists
will be required to provide their
Social Security number or Federal
Tax ID Number.
Each artist selected will be paid
$2,500 in total, and must provide
paint and supplies for the project.
Artists will, however, be provided
with anti-graffiti coating and an
instructional lesson on applying
the anti-graffiti coating to their
completed boxes.
Artist Proposals should contain
the following information:
Artist Information
—Artist Name
—Artist Address
—Artist Phone
—Artist Email
Experience
—Include a brief resume of
artist.
—An artist statement of the
artist body of work.
—A statement of why this area
of Clark County is important to
the artist.
Digital Images of Artist’s Work
Include seven (7) digital images

of artist’s work.
Images must be at least 72 dpi,
maximum 200 dpi, maximum file
dimensions 8” x 10” as jpg files.
Images must be numbered from
1 to 7, and a corresponding numbered list must be provided for
each image with: artist’s name,
title, dimensions, media, and year
of completion.
Artists who are unfamiliar with
the County RFQ procedures and
would like to obtain training on
the submittal process for this RFQ,
please contact Royal Alexander,
Senior Purchasing Analyst, at (702)
455-8547.
Proposals will be accepted at the
Clark County Government Center,
or through the online application
process, on or before Feb. 9, 2018
at 3 p.m., based on the time clock
at the Clark County Purchasing and
Contracts front desk.
Those interested in learning
more about the ZAP program can
visit the website. Clark County
Parks and Recreation also can be
found on social networking sites
such as Twitter and Facebook .
*****
Plaza Hotel & Casino
announces 2018 Super
Bingo tournament dates
and higher coverall amounts
Home to the only bingo room in
downtown Las Vegas and winner of
Best Bingo in Las Vegas by the Las
Vegas Review-Journal, the Plaza
Hotel & Casino will host six Super
Bingo tournaments in 2018, each
offering higher jackpots but with
the same affordable entry fee.
The 2018 Super Bingo tournament dates are: February 11-13,
April 8-10, June 3-5, August 5-7,
Sept. 30-Oct. 2, and Dec. 2-4.
The Plaza raised each tournament’s prize amount by $25,000 to
$175,000 total with a $25,000 coverall on the first day and $50,000
coverall on the second day.
Entry fees remain the same for
the 2018 tournaments. The Plaza
Hotel & Casino offers a “bingo
only” package for $130 that includes registration for the two-day
Super Bingo tournament and complimentary lunch each day as well
as “room-and-bingo” packages
that start at $239 for a three-night
stay. Super Bingo players also
enjoy an open bar during all of the
tournament sessions. Super Bingo
registration is available at www.
plazahotelcasino.com/bingo/super-bingo-registration.
Drawing nearly 1,000 people
to compete head to head with no
linked games, Super Bingo at the
Plaza attracts players from as far
away as Hawaii and Canada to win
big and socialize with like-minded
bingo players. Watch the excitement from the last tournament
online.
Recently, the Plaza debuted a
renovated bingo hall to give guests
an even better bingo experience.
On the third floor of the Plaza, the
bingo room has new carpet, chairs,
and tables with 200 fixed base electronic bingo units as well as more
charging stations and electrical
outlets for guests to use.
The Plaza offers high prizes and
payouts coupled with a fun, friendly
and relaxed atmosphere making
bingo an important part of the Plaza
experience and an integral part of
the property’s continued success.
For more about bingo at the Plaza
visit: www.plazahotelcasino.com/
bingo.
*****
City Beat is a compilation of
news and views of our editorial
and writing team, along with reader
submissions and topics. Readers
are invited to suggest a local topic
or any other items of interest.
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Leadership in a word: Mentors
By Doug Dickerson
“Seek out counsel and be a
mentor to people, because they
learn how to be mentors.” — Cathy
Engelbert
Word study
—a friend of Odysseus entrusted
with the education of Odysseus’ son
Telemachus
2a: a trusted counselor or guide
—a mentor who, because he is
detached and disinterested, can hold
up a mirror to us —P. W. Keve
b : tutor, coach
—The student sought a mentor
in chemistry.
—Source: Merriam-Webster
A word about mentors
Long before John Maxwell,
Jim Collins, Andy Stanley, Simon
Sinek, Patrick Lencioni and many
others who have inspired me on my
leadership journey; there was Dr.
Tom Wilson.
It was in Dr. Wilson’s organizational behavior and leadership

DoUg DICkErsoN
class at Southeastern University
more than thirty years where the
flame and passion for leadership
was ignited in me.
We bonded quick and shared a
passion for reading. We’d exchange
books and talk about them. He was
a challenging professor but caring.

He inspired and prodded us to become our best and did it in a way
that if he said we were going to
charge hell with squirt guns we’d
all sign up and do it.
But most of all, he was a mentor. And for that, I will forever be
grateful. With great sadness, I’ve
learned of his recent passing. He
will be remembered fondly and
missed greatly.
As I reflect on what Dr. Wilson
meant to me personally, I can’t help
but think of the impact and importance each of us has for mentors
in our lives. After more than thirty
years removed from his classes and
more than a few gray hairs now, I
am more intentional about the impact I can have in the lives of others.
Writing the Harvard Business
Review, Jack Zenger addresses
the critical need for leadership
training at an earlier age. HIs research shows that the average age
of supervisors entering leadership

BEHIND THE MIKE

Hite’s Restaurant

By Michael A. Aun
This column appears mostly in
weekly publications in small towns
around America and some 40 other
countries. I am willing to bet that
every single one of those communities had a “Hite’s Restaurant” at
one time or another.
Hite’s Restaurant was one of a
couple “go-to” eateries in the little
hamlet of Lexington, SC where I
grew up. It was owned and operated
by Harry and Betty Ann Hite. It
stood in the shadows of what used
to be the original Lexington High
School football and baseball stadium and the old Town of Lexington
Water Tower. All are now long
gone, succumbing to the inevitable
takeover assault called progress.
Hite’s was actually two bistros.
In the main restaurant, you could
be seated for breakfast, dinner and
supper (as we called it in the south).
Or, most of us teenagers in those
days ordered from the car hop and
ate in the car between “necking”
sessions.
Right next door was Hite’s Dairy
Bar where the kids could walk right
up and get a burger or a shake. Going to Hite’s was a rite of passage
for all of Lexington’s youth in those
days. There was no McDonald’s.
Kids who wanted to congregate
would start at Hite’s.
The beer drinkers in the group
would gravitate to Berley’s, the
local watering hole/pool hall which
didn’t exactly check ID’s when
you ordered up a PBR (Pabst Blue
Ribbon).
The hard drinkers amongst us
under age 21 would venture down
the street from Hite’s to get a bottle
of the “dirty bird,” our nickname
for Old Crow, a modestly priced

MICHAEL A. AUN
Kentucky bourbon sold discretely
out of the back door of another
beer palace.
Hite’s was where we congregated before heading off to the events
of the evening. On the weekends
that usually meant going to Gibson’s Pond a local dance hall that
doubled as the local swimming hole
during the summer.
The entire script from Dirty
Dancing could have been written
around the events at Gibson’s Pond.
I have lost track of the countless
memories we built doing the shag
(not that one… the dance) to “My
Girl” or “Under the Boardwalk”
and other beach music, as we defined it. The bands featured some
lifelong friends Matthew Bennett,
Sam Hendrix, Richard Shealy and
others.
As a young ten year old, I would
listen to the sounds of the night on
Friday and Saturday’s that clearly
traveled unencumbered across
Gibson’s Pond. I would fall asleep
to that music, dreaming of going
there to dance one day.
No matter where we ended up in

those days, Hite’s became a part of
the fabric of the hamlet of Lexington. As adults we would return for
many business lunches. Civic clubs
held their weekly meetings there.
They even did something no other
restaurant I know of did… they ran
a monthly tab on your food orders.
Are you kidding me? I thought
only my uncle’s grocery store ran
monthly tabs but Hite’s did the
same. There were no credit cards in
those days and many people were
paid only once or twice a month.
Looking back on our lives, many
memories began at Hite’s and the
Lexington high school football and
baseball stadium, which literally sat
in its backyard. We learned about
life. It was, frankly speaking, a
slower more enjoyable pace that
preceded the era of technology.
In those days, we wrote love letters to people we adored. Phoning
long distance was more expensive
than a five cents stamp. Also…
everyone had “party lines.” Anyone
on your party line could listen in on
your conversations. Unknowingly,
letter writing honed your literary
skills while keeping in touch with
your friends away in college or in
Viet Nam.
Some friends returned home
with new “loves” in their life. Sadly
some did not return at all from Viet
Nam. Others quietly disappeared
into a new life. You can thank
Harry and Betty Ann Hite for being the inspiration that became the
springboard to many of our lives. A
timeless era sadly came to an end.
Michael Aun is a syndicated
columnist and writes a weekly column for this newspaper. To contact
Michael Aun, email him at maun@
lasvegastribune.com.

training is 42. However, the average
age of supervisors is 33. Simply
put, we are waiting much too long
to equip them with the leadership
skills needed to succeed.
The simple truth is this — we
need mentors who can impart their
wisdom and knowledge on to us.
As leaders, we never stop learning
and we must never stop growing.
Mentors can speak truth into our
lives and help us keep a healthy
perspective.
My purpose — my why is about
developing, inspiring, and mentoring as many leaders as I can. That
passion, in large part, was because
one professor cared enough to pour
into the lives of his students in ways
he probably never realized.
Thank you, Dr. Wilson and
Godspeed.
Mentoring quotes
“ The best way a mentor can
prepare another leader is to expose
him or her to other great people.”
— John Maxwell
“Colleagues are a wonderful
thing, but mentors, that’s where the
real work gets done.” — Junot Diaz
“The delicate act of mentoring
is someone is not creating them in
your own image, but giving them

the opportunity to create themselves.” — Steven Spielberg
“My best mentor is a mechanicand he never left the sixth grade.
By any competency measure, he
doesn’t have it. But the perspective
he brings to me and my life is, bar
none, the most helpful.” — Brendon
Burchard
A final word
Being a mentor is one of the
greatest gifts you can give. Be it in
your house of worship, community,
company, or otherwise enriching
the life of a child — mentoring is
one of the greatest acts of leadership and service.
Note: Leadership In A Word is
my writing theme for 2018. Each
week the focus will be on a word
that impacts you as a leader. My
style is new but my message and
commitment to delivering fresh
leadership insight to you are the
same. It’s my sincere desire to
help you grow as a leader and to
partner with you in reaching your
full potential.
Doug Dickerson is a syndicated
columnist. He writes a weekly column for this newspaper. To contact
Doug Dickerson, email him at
ddickerson@ lasvegastribune.com.

Sundays from 12.30 to 2 p.m.
Please call 702-706-6875
for information

Get Your Book Published With
The most trusted all-in-one book publisher
•
•
•
•
•

Titles published in print & digital formats
Exciting cover & interior illustrations
International distribution
Customized publicity campaigns
Books sold at major retailers

Call today for your Free
Author Submission Kit!

Call 1-800-973-2606
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Social Security aWareneSS

Why don’t more people wait to
claim Social Security at 70?

On the surface, it seems to make sense to wait and get the largest possible monthly benefit.
By Chuck Saletta
Motley Fool
Claiming Social Security at age
70 provides you the highest monthly benefit amount you can receive
based on your earnings history. Especially if you’re looking forward
to a long and healthy retirement,
waiting to claim Social Security
at 70 can help you maximize your
overall retirement income from the
program.
Yet the most common age to
claim Social Security is 62. That’s
the earliest possible age you can
claim retirement benefits, and by
claiming at that age, you’re locking
in the lowest monthly benefits you
could receive. That raises a key
question of why more people don’t
wait until age 70 to claim Social Security. Despite the obvious benefit
of a higher monthly income from
waiting, there are good reasons
people claim earlier rather than
deferring.
No. 1: They really need the
money
Around 62 percent of retirees
get at least half their income from
Social Security. With the average
retiree benefit at $1,369 per month
($16,428 per year), that indicates
that most retirees would have a
total income at or below that level
if they didn’t claim their benefits.
If the ability is there to more than
double an otherwise meager income
just by signing up, it makes sense
to take the money.
No. 2: They don’t expect
to live long enough to make
waiting worthwhile
Not all retirees expect to live a
long and healthy life in retirement.
Despite the higher monthly check,
for a retiree to collect more over
your lifetime from waiting until age
70, that retiree will need to survive
to somewhere around age 80 to 83.
If health concerns, family history,
or lifestyle choices make it unlikely
for a retiree to survive long enough
to get the benefit of that bigger
payment, it simply makes no sense
to wait.
No. 3: They want money while they’re still young
enough to enjoy it
Even for retirees who expect to
live a long time, the unfortunate
reality is that most of us tend to
slow down the older we get. Many
retirees would rather have the
income boost from a Social Security check sooner, while they’re
still young and vibrant enough to
enjoy the money. If you’re largely
homebound near the end of your
retirement, the increased monthly
income probably won’t mean as
much to you as the memories you
could have made by getting your
hands on the money earlier.
No. 4: They expect benefits
through their spouse’s work
history
Your Social Security benefit depends on your own earnings history,
but if you’re married, you may be
able to instead claim a benefit up
to a level that’s half your spouse’s.
Many couples have one spouse who
accrued significantly higher Social
Security benefits than the other,
which makes it a potentially attractive benefit. Still, unlike a retiree’s
own benefits, spousal benefits stop
increasing at a person’s full retirement age instead of at age 70. As a
result, it’s not worthwhile to wait

until 70 for those spousal benefits.
No. 5: They’re really smart
investors
Once you retire, you should
shift some of your money to bonds

to cover your near-term costs of
living. How much you’ll need to
shift depends on how much of your
spending you need to cover from
your portfolio, as opposed to cov-

ering from other income sources
such as Social Security.
The more costs you need your
portfolio to cover, the higher the
bond allocation you’ll need. By

taking Social Security earlier than
age 70, you can keep more money
in stocks longer, potentially benefiting from the faster compounding
that stocks can deliver.
It’s your retirement,
your choice
Unless you have good reason
to believe you’ll have a shorter
or longer life expectancy than the
typical American, you’ll probably
receive about the same throughout
your life no matter when you start
collecting. As a result, feel free to
weigh the trade-offs between collecting earlier and waiting until age
70, and make a decision that looks
like it best fits your particular needs.
*****
Chuck Saletta has been a regular Fool contributor since 2004.
His investing style has been inspired by Benjamin Graham’s Value
Investing strategy. Chuck also can
be found on the “Inside Value”
discussion boards as a Home Fool.

According to the Center for Disease Control,
one in three seniors will suffer a fall this year!

A PERFECT SOLUTION FOR:

ü Arthritis and COPD sufferers
ü Those with mobility issues
Anyone who struggles
ü on the stairs
MENTION THIS AD FOR
THE
PURCHASE
OF A NEW
ACORN
STAIRLIFT!
+
Acorn Stairlifts has an A Rating with the
Better Business Bureau, and is the only
stairlift in the world to earn the Ease of Use
Commendation from the Arthritis Foundation.

CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE INFORMATION KIT AND DVD!

1-800-368-1650
*Not valid on previous purchases. Not valid with any other offers or discounts. Not valid on refurbished models. Only valid towards purchase
of a NEW Acorn Stairlift directly from the manufacturer. $250 discount will be applied to new orders. Please mention this ad when calling.
License where required: AZ ROC 278722, CA 942619, MN LC670698, OK 50110, OR CCB 198506, RI 88, WA ACORNSI894OB, WV
WV049654, MA HIC169936, NJ 13VH07752300, PA PA101967, CT ELV 0425003-R5.

Call Now: 844-409-8740

Are You Still Paying Too Much For Your Medications?
Their Price

CrestorTM

914.18

$

Typical US Brand Price

for 40mg x 100

Our Price

Rosuvastatin*
$

148

CrestorTM

Generic equivalent of
Generic price for for 40mg x 100

You can save up to 97%
when you fill your
prescriptions with our
Canadian and International
prescription service.
Get an extra

$15 off

plus
FREE SHIPPING

Get An Extra $15 Off & Free Shipping On
Your 1st Order!
Call the number below and save an additional $15 plus get free shipping on your first prescription
order with Canada Drug Center. Expires December 31, 2017. Offer is valid for prescription orders
only and can not be used in conjunction with any other offers. Valid for new customers only. One
time use per household. Use code 15FREE to receive this special offer.

Call toll-free: 844-409-8740

Prescription price comparison above is valid as of June 20, 2017. All trade-mark (TM) rights associated
with the brand name products in this ad belong to their respective owners. *Generic drugs are carefully
regulated medications that have the same active ingredients as the original brand name drug, but are
generally cheaper in price.

OUR PRICE

THEIR PRICE

Viagra

TM

2565.71 vs

$

Typical US Brand Price for 100mg x 40

NexiumTM

$

$

$

Generic Price for 40mg x 100

Generic Price for 0.625mg x 84

2994.49 vs Aripiprazole*

Typical US Brand Price for 15mg x 112

CelebrexTM $743.17 vs Celecoxib*

Typical US Brand Price for 100mg x 100

$

92.00

Generic Price for 15mg x 112

Generic price for 100mg x 100

Cialis

AdvairTM

$

1203.13 vs

$

$

Typical US Brand Price for 250-50mcg x 180

EvistaTM

$

$

83.00

Generic Price for 20mg x 40

Salmeterol &
Fluticasone
Propionate*

160.00

Generic Price for 250-50mcg x 180

772.37 vs Raloxifene*

$

994.42 vs Ezetimibe*

$

Typical US Brand Price for 60mg x 100

ZetiaTM

194.00

2526.76 vs Tadalafil

*

$

Typical US Brand Price for 10mg x 100

$

OUR PRICE

THEIR PRICE
TM

Typical US Brand Price for 20mg x 40

Generic Price for 100mg x 40

458 vs Conj. Estrogen* $51.00

Typical US Brand Price for 0.625mg x 84

AbilifyTM

146.00

$

927.16 vs Esomeprazole* $90.00
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Social Security changes in 2018

Whether you’re paying into the program or collecting benefits now, these tweaks will affect you

to live much beyond full retirement
age should start to collect as soon as
possible. And there may be certain
financial reasons as well, such as
having dependent children who
can also collect benefits. Talk to a
financial planner if you think you’re
in that group.
If You Earn More, You’ll
Pay Slightly More Into
the Program
Employees will continue to pay
a 6.2 percent Social Security tax,
but the amount of income subject
to that tax is going up. This year,
workers paid into program until
they reached the so-called “earnings cap” of $127,200. That cap
is increasing to $128,400 in 2018.
(Earnings beyond that cap are not
subject to Social Security tax.) As a
result, an estimated 12 million people will pay higher Social Security
taxes. According to the SSA, almost
20 percent of workers are projected
to have earnings above the taxable
maximum for at least one year of

their working life.
A Few High Earners Will See
Their Payouts Increase
The amount of money you collect in Social Security is determined
by your lifetime earnings: Simply
put, the more you’ve paid into the
system, the more you will be able
to collect. For high earners who
enrolled in the program at full retirement age, the maximum benefit
will increase by 3.7 percent, from
$2,687 a month, or $32,244 a year,
to $2,788 a month, or $33,456 a
year. But only a handful of people
are eligible for the maximum payout: The average Social Security
benefit in 2018 will be $16,848 for
the year.
If You Filed Early but Are
Still Working, You Can Keep
a Bit More of Your Benefit
If you’ve claimed Social Security before full retirement age and
you’re still working, you can earn
a little bit more without a penalty in
2018: up to $17,040 from $16,920

last year. After you hit that amount,
you lose $1 in benefits for every
$2 you earn. The earnings limit
is $45,360 for those reaching full
retirement age in 2018, but once
you reach your full-retirement-age
birthday, the penalty no longer
applies.
Those earnings aren’t lost permanently. When you arrive at full
retirement age, your benefits will be
adjusted to account for the number
of months you lost some or all of
those payments, so you can eventually catch up.
Younger People Should
Plan Now for Possibly
Lower Benefits
Social Security is not addressed
in the tax bill that’s moving forward
in Congress, but there is one aspect
of the proposed reform that is troubling advocates for older Americans. Currently, Social Security
uses one version of the consumer
price index, known as the CPI-W,

N OR TH AMER I CA’S

to calculate cost-of-living adjustments each year. The proposed tax
bill uses a different, more stringent
version—called the Chained CPI—
that yields a lower rate of inflation.
Adcock of the NCPSSM says
that if the tax bill passes, that
alternate version of the CPI may
become the standard and ultimately
be used to calculate COLAs for
Social Security. “The end result is
that seniors could end up getting
even lower cost-of-living increases
in their benefits in the years ahead,”
he says.
What’s more, advocates are concerned that when lawmakers start
to focus on reducing the massive
federal debt, cuts in spending may
be necessary and programs like
Social Security could end up on
the chopping block. That’s why it’s
important for younger workers to
save for a retirement where Social
Security isn’t as secure a safety net
as it is now.
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By Mary C. Hickey
Consumer Reports
The big news for Social Security
in 2018 is a small pay hike for the
program’s 61 million beneficiaries.
The average monthly payment will
go up by 2 percent: from $1,377 to
$1,404 next year.
It’s not much—and, worse, not
everyone will see that extra money
in their check because of the way
deductions for Medicare premiums
are taken (see more on this below).
But it’s noteworthy because it
represents the first significant costof-living adjustment (COLA) since
2012, when there was a 3.6 percent
hike. Last year, seniors got just a 0.3
percent increase, and there was no
raise at all in 2016.
“Any cost-of-living adjustment
is welcome if you’re on a fixed
income,” says Jonathan Peterson,
author of “Social Security for
Dummies” (For Dummies, 2012).
“But this one doesn’t amount to
much. For millions of people, the
price of necessities like healthcare
and prescription drugs is rising a lot
faster than 2 percent.”
Other changes to Social Security
are on the horizon for next year as
well—small but significant tweaks
that could affect you, no matter
what your age. That makes now a
good time to understand the intricacies of how this important program
works, so you will be able to make
the right planning and claiming
decisions.
A 2017 survey by The Nationwide Institute found that 91 percent
of people don’t know what factors
determine the maximum payout
they can receive—a lack of awareness that can cost you big bucks if
you file for benefits earlier than necessary. Today almost two-thirds of
retirees rely on their monthly check
for at least half of their income, and
for about for a third, it represents 90
percent or more.
To avoid making claiming mistakes, pay attention to these Social
Security changes taking place next
year:
If You’re on Medicare, You
Probably Won’t Get Much of
a Benefit Increase in 2018
Even though Social Security
payments will rise next year, much
of that will be offset by increased
Medicare premiums (Part B premiums are typically deducted from
Social Security checks.)
“About 70 percent of Social
Security beneficiaries on Medicare
will only see an increase of about
2 dollars in their monthly check,”
says Dan Adcock, a policy expert
at the National Committee to Preserve Social Security and Medicare
(NCPSSM), an advocacy organization in Washington, D.C.
The remaining 30 percent who
don’t pay Part B premiums will see
that 2 percent increase starting in
January. This group includes people
brand-new to Medicare, retirees
whose premiums are covered by
workplace plans, and low-income
seniors who collect both Medicare
and Medicaid.
The Full Retirement Age Is
Shifting Closer to 67
People born in 1956 will be eligible to collect early Social Security
when they turn 62 in 2018, but they
will need to wait until they are 66
years and 4 months before they’re
eligible for the full benefit. That’s
up from 66 years and 2 months
for those born in 1955. (For the
past several decades, the age for
full benefits, which had been 65,
has been inching up in two-month
increments and will continue to do
so until it reaches 67. To find your
full retirement age, use this Social
Security Administration chart.)
Many advocates for seniors
advise waiting until at least full retirement age before claiming Social
Security. You can start collecting as
young as 62, but you’re penalized
for doing so. “If you start collecting
early, you permanently reduce your
benefit,” says Kathy Stokes, an
adviser at AARP.
By holding off until full retirement age, you are ensured that you
will get the full payout. Delaying
beyond that, up until age 70, has
additional advantages: Your Social
Security check will increase by 8
percent annually. “Not everyone
can do that, but if you can, it can be
a very smart option,” Stokes says.
A caveat: There are some circumstances where people actually
maximize their benefits by claiming
early. For instance, someone with a
terminal illness who doesn’t expect
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Social Security Administration’s Social Security Update
they have a chance to do so each year from
January 1 to March 31, with coverage effective July 1. They may be subject to a late
enrollment penalty, however. For Medicare
Part B, the penalty is an additional 10 percent
of the premium for each 12-month period that
they were eligible but not enrolled.
To get more information, visit our Medicare page at www.socialsecurity.gov/benefits/
medicare or www.Medicare.gov.

By www.ssa.gov
Social Security Online Replacement
Cards and Real ID
The REAL ID Act of 2005 established
enhanced security standards for state-issued
driver’s licenses and identification cards,
as recommended by the 9/11 Commission.
More than two dozen states have complied
with the new licensing and ID standards so
far. The remaining states will be converting
to the REAL ID standards between now and
2020. Some states may require a Social Security card or an alternative method of Social
Security number verification to get a driver’s
license. Requirements vary by state, so
check with your state’s department of motor
vehicles for the list of necessary documents.
It is easier than ever for your clients to get
a replacement Social Security card. Twenty-four states and the District of Columbia
currently use the Social Security Replacement Cards online service. People in these
states may be able to apply for a replacement
Social Security card online using their my
Social Security account. Your clients can
use the service whenever it is convenient
for them. Check if your state is on the list,
and see if your clients can join the more than
750,000 people who have already used this
convenient service.
If your clients don’t already have a my
Social Security account, they can sign up for
one at www.socialsecurity.gov/myaccount.

Your Clients Can Check their
Entire Work History
Social Security makes it easy for your
clients to review their own personal work
history earnings with a my Social Security
account to make sure everything is accurate
and up-to-date. If your earnings were incorrectly recorded as too low, it could result in
lower future benefits.
Signing up for a my Social Security
account will give your clients a secure and
efficient way to interact with us and accom-

plish various tasks, including estimating their
future benefits or managing their current
benefits. People can sign up for an account
at www.socialsecurity.gov/myaccount and
join the more than 34 million Americans who
already conduct business with us online using
my Social Security.
Social Security is securing today and
tomorrow for millions of people. Encourage
your clients to access their work history so
they get the benefits that they deserve.
Facebook Live Event — 5 Things to
Know Before You Start Receiving
Social Security Retirement Benefits
In January, Social Security hosted a Facebook Live event. In a conversational setting,
BJ Jarrett, Director for Social Security’s Office Public and Employee Communications,
detailed five things to know before you start
receiving Social Security retirement benefits.
This is vital retirement planning information
from the experts at Social Security.
You and your clients can watch
t h e e v e n t a t w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m /
events/336909753457736.
Following Social Security’s Facebook
page is a great way for you and your clients
to keep informed about new policies, benefit
changes, and online services. Learn more at
www.facebook.com/socialsecurity.
*****
New Medicare Cards Protect
Your Personal Information
Starting in April 2018, Medicare will mail
new Medicare cards to help protect you and

your clients from identity theft. Fraudsters are
always looking for ways to get your Social
Security number. The Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid Services is removing Social
Security numbers from all Medicare cards
to make them safer.
New cards will have a new Medicare
number that’s unique to its owner. The new
card will help protect their identity and keep
their personal information more secure. Your
Medicare coverage and benefits will stay the
same.
Medicare will automatically mail a new
card at no cost to the address you and your clients have on file with Social Security. If you
need to update your official mailing address,
you can do that with your online my Social
Security account at www.socialsecurity.gov/
myaccount.
For more information about the new Medicare card, visit go.medicare.gov/newcard.
You can also visit www.Medicare.gov/fraud
for tips to prevent Medicare fraud.

Understanding our
Representative Payee Program
Social Security works closely with caregivers through our Representative Payee Program. A representative payee is someone who
receives and oversees the Social Security or
Supplemental Security Income (SSI) benefits
for an adult or child who cannot manage his
or her benefits. Your clients can learn more
about our Representative Payee Program at
www.socialsecurity.gov/payee.
A representative payee is usually a trusted
family member or friend of the beneficiary,
but when friends or family are not able to
serve as representative payees, Social Security looks for qualified individuals or organizations to represent the beneficiary. Anyone can
learn about becoming a representative payee
by watching our series of training videos on
the duties of a representative payee at www.
socialsecurity.gov/payee/rp_training2.html.

Enrolling in Medicare
If your clients did not sign up for Medicare
Parts A and B when they were first eligible,
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What You
Need To
Know
By Dr Nina Radcliff

Heart Healthy — You
Hold Great Power
By Dr. Nina Radcliff, MD
No matter what your age, whether you’re 20 or 60, you can make
lifestyle choices that will lower
your risk of heart disease; help
prevent heart attack and stroke; as
well as manage your health conditions and improve your overall
heart health. That is the single most
important walkaway understanding
I want to underscore as we step into
American Heart Month. You hold
great power!!
A federally designated issue,
Heart Health is so important that
the whole month of February is
designated to make people more
aware of the facts relating to how
we can keep our own heart health
and avoid becoming another statistic in that leading cause of death in
this country. Our nation’s heart organizations, medical communities
and caring voices will join together
to help make a difference in the
disturbing statistics surrounding the
facts that “Heart disease remains
the leading cause of death for both
men and women in the U.S. and
around the world — causing 40
percent of U.S. deaths.”
Yes, the staggering statistics
are real — but just because we
have a history of cardiovascular
disease, does not mean we must
fall victim to yesterday’s stats.
Today, and every day, we can take
steps to significantly lower our risk
of heart disease and improve our
heart health.
It is a great time to re-commit
to a healthy lifestyle and where
needed, make needed changes that
can lead to a lifetime of heart health.
Understanding Terms:
Heart disease is actually an umbrella term for diseases that affect
our heart’s structure, electrical
rhythm, or circulation.
—Structural defects include
problems with the heart’s valves or
muscle as well as congenital (birth)
defects.
—Abnormal heart rhythms
result when there are issues with
the electrical system that are the
switchboard for a steady heartbeat.
This can result in our heart beating
too fast, too slow, or in a chaotic
manner that is unable to support
sufficient or efficient pumping of
blood.
—Circulatory diseases include
high blood pressure and cardiovascular disease. And too, the term
cardiovascular disease is often
used interchangeably with heart
disease — but specifically refers to
narrowing or blockage of the heart’s
blood vessels.
The Primary Culprit of
Cardiovascular Disease
is Atherosclerosis:
A condition that develops when
a substance called plaque builds up
inside the arteries — the blood vessels that carry oxygen-rich blood.
When there is an inadequate supply
of oxygen, angina (chest pain),
arrhythmias (abnormal beating of
the heart), or a heart attack (death
of heart muscle) can result.
Plaque is comprised of clumps
of cholesterol, fat, calcium and other substances. In fact, the term atherosclerosis stems from the Greek
word athere, meaning “porridge,”
and sclerosis meaning “hardening.” Chronic high blood pressure,
smoking, diabetes, and elevated
low-density lipid (LDL) cholesterol
levels can lead to atherosclerosis,
causing damage to the inner lining
of our arteries.
The plaque build-up narrows
the arteries, preventing the heart
from receiving adequate oxygen.
And, if a blood clot forms, it can
completely block blood flow. This
can cause a heart attack or stroke.
Although atherosclerosis symptoms typically present in middle
and late adulthood, the development of plaque often begins during
childhood.
Risk Factors Associated
with the Development
of Atherosclerosis:
—High cholesterol levels
—Obesity
—Smoking

—Family history of heart disease
—High blood pressure
—“Type A” personality
—Sedentary lifestyle
—Chronic stress
—Diabetes
—Elevated levels of stored iron
Steps to Help Protect
Yourself Against
Heart Disease:
Diet and lifestyle changes can
help prevent and, too, possibly
reverse heart disease. They are
cornerstones of heart disease treatment.
Work with your doctor.
Get a check-up, along with any
screenings or blood work in order
to understand your specific needs
clearly. And just because your body
weight, exercise habits and diet are
healthy, don’t think that your blood
cholesterol and blood pressure levels are too. Your genes may predispose you to cardiovascular disease.
Talk with your health care provider
about heart-related screenings that
might be important for you.
Be Active.
Physical activity and exercise
can reduce the risk of developing
cardiovascular disease (along with
type 2 diabetes and other diseases). It can even reverse some risk
factors for cardiovascular disease
by helping with weight loss and
lowering blood pressure.
However, if you are diagnosed
with heart disease, it is possible
that exercise can induce a heart
attack. Before starting any exercise
program, talk to your physician so
you can learn to monitor activity
properly.
Eat Better.
Eating the right foods can help

you control your weight, blood
pressure, blood sugar and cholesterol. Follow a dietary pattern that
includes fruits, vegetables, whole
grains, and other healthy choices.
Control Cholesterol.
There are two types of cholesterol: high-density lipoprotein (HDL)
which is often referred to as “good”
cholesterol because it helps remove
the LDL, or “bad,” cholesterol from
the arteries.
High levels of bad cholesterol
can clog your arteries, increasing
your risk of heart attack and stroke.
Conversely high levels of good
cholesterol have been shown to be
protective against heart disease,
stroke, and kidney injury due to
atherosclerosis.
—Know your cholesterol levels. If you don’t know them, talk
to your doctor about scheduling a
cholesterol screening.
—Know your fats. Knowing
which fats raise LDL cholesterol
and which ones don’t is the first
step in lowering your risk of heart
disease.
—Decrease “bad” cholesterol
levels. Certain foods can be a “medicine” to help lower LDL levels.
Some delectable delights include
oatmeal, nuts, beans and legumes,
olive oil, and omega-3 fats in fish.
—In some cases, diet and lifestyle changes alone aren’t enough.
Your doctor may prescribe cholesterol-lowering medication to keep
your cholesterol levels in check.
Manage Blood Pressure.
Staying physically active, eating
a heart healthy diet, while lowering
salt intake and stress, can possibly
prevent the development of hypertension as well as naturally lower
your blood pressure.
—A diet low in sodium and rich
in foods containing potassium, calcium and magnesium — referred to
as the DASH (Dietary Approaches
to Stop Hypertension) diet — may
help prevent or normalize high
blood pressure.
—And if diagnosed with hypertension, there are a number of
medications that can help manage
it. These prescriptions have maximal impact when lifestyle changes
are also implemented.
Reduce Blood Sugar
— Control Diabetes.
Chronically elevated blood glucose levels are damaging to blood
vessels. If you have diabetes, it
is imperative to keep your blood
sugars under proper control. You
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can minimize the impact of diabetes
on your body — and even prevent
or delay the onset of diabetes —
by eating right, controlling your
weight, exercising and taking medication(s) prescribed by your doctor.
In some cases, lifestyle changes
result in less need for medication.
Lose extra pounds and
watch your waistline.
Being overweight or obese are
risk factors for cardiovascular disease. Blood pressure often increases
as weight increases. Weight loss
can produce even greater results on
blood pressure, cholesterol levels,
and blood sugar. Maintain a healthy
weight.
Stop Smoking.
Going smoke-free can help
reduce your risk of heart disease
and stroke, as well as cancer and
chronic lung disease. The payoff is
almost immediate. Quit smoking
and you’ll lower your excess risk of
developing heart disease and stroke
within only a few years.
Studies estimate that 80 percent
of heart disease can be prevented
by lifestyle changes. WOW! Now
that is something that can make our
hearts leap in excitement — and,
you hold the power!!
Making simple changes in your
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lifestyle, such as (1) what you eat,
(2) how often you exercise, (3)
maintaining a healthy weight and
(4) how you manage stress, can
help significantly lower your risk
of heart disease and improve your
heart health. We live in the information age — and there is great
information available to help us
make heart-healthy changes that
can add many years to our life.
Take action for a healthier heart.
Research shows that even small
changes to your habits can have
a surprising effect on your heart
health. Regardless of age, there are
things you can do to prevent, slow
down, or reverse heart disease. The
choices are yours — you hold great
power!!
*****
This article is for general information only and should not be
used for the diagnosis or treatment
of medical conditions and cannot
substitute for the advice from your
medical professional. Dr. Nina has
used all reasonable care in compiling the current information but
it may not apply to you and your
symptoms. Always consult a doctor
or other health care professional
for diagnosis and treatment of
medical conditions.
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EarthTalk is written and edited by Roddy Scheer and Doug
Moss and is a registered trademark of E - The Environmental
Magazine (www.emagazine.com). Send questions to: earthtalk@
emagazine.com. Subscribe: www.emagazine.com/subscribe;
Free Trial Issue: www.emagazine.com/trial.
Dear EarthTalk: I’ve heard that
the chemicals we use to unclog
backed-up drains are harmful to
our health and the environment.
Can you suggest safer alternative
products or methods? — Amy
Smith, Rome, NY
Chemical drain clog removers
do contain some pretty harmful
stuff. The three main types available to consumers — caustic,
oxidizing and acid — work by
using harsh chemicals that heat
up clogs to melt the congealed
grease impeding the outflow. All
three are acutely toxic to humans
and animals if swallowed, and
coming into contact with them can
burn your eyes, skin and mucous
membranes. Even the fumes can
cause respiratory distress. These
chemicals can also explode inside
your home’s pipes — especially
if inadvertently mixed with other
chemicals or cleaners.
Unfortunately, you’ll have to
look hard to find drain clog removal
formulations that don’t come with
big risks. The Environmental Working Group (EWG) Guide to Healthy
Cleaning gives drain clog removers
from the likes of Amway, Clorox,
CVS, Drano, Liquid Plumr and
Safeway an “F” grade, given their
toxicity to humans and animals
and harshness to the environment.
And don’t be fooled by a product’s
branding, as an eco-friendly name
can sometimes belie toxic ingredients. To wit, EWG also gave an “F”
to Up and Up Drain Pipe Opener
and Earthworm Family-Safe Drain
Cleaner for their environmental and
health dangers.
EWG found that a few products
— Biokleen Bac-Out Drain Care
Gel, Drainbo The Natural Solution
Natural Drain Cleaner and Earth
Friendly Products’ Earth Enzymes
Drain Opener — did a decent job
unclogging drains without using
especially toxic chemicals, but it’s
always better to try to avoid the
problem in the first place.
In the kitchen, refrain from
putting eggshells, coffee grounds,
pasta, potato peels, rice, flour, produce stickers, paint and cleaning
products down your sink drain,
even if you have a garbage disposal. As for keeping grease out
of the drain, try to scrape or mop it
up with a paper towel and throw it
away. Also, keeping your garbage
disposal clean — pour a little dish
detergent down the drain and run
the disposal under cold water for a
minute or two each night after doing the dishes — will also prevent
back-ups.
As for the bathroom sink, shower or tub, hair — whether from

dad’s shaving or sister’s styling —
is likely the chief suspect in clogs.
A hair catcher like the TubShroom
(or SinkShroom or ShowerShroom)
could help. This ingenious little
mushroom-shaped device pops into
the drain and attracts and coils hairs
around itself before problems start.
Pop it out every couple of weeks,

Simple devices like the TubShroom can trap hair before it gets into your drain and causes a back-up.
peel off and dispose of the collected clear. Health and wellness site Mer- duo can do its work degreasing your
hair in the garbage, and start the cola.com suggests filling sinks with outflow pipes. If the drain still runs
a mix of white vinegar and warm slowly, pour in several tablespoons
process all over again.
A little preventive maintenance water, then releasing the drain so of baking soda followed by a white
goes a long way to keep drains this all-natural dynamic cleaning vinegar chaser.
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Optional Fall Button™
FDA Registered

5

2a9lu9e
V

Order Now & Receive a FREE Lockbox!

Place your door key in this box so that emergency personnel can get help to you even faster.
*Service availability and access/coverage on the AT&T network is not available everywhere and at all times. Fall Button™ does not detect 100% of falls. If able, users should always push their help button when they need assistance. Current
GPS location may not always be available in every situation. MobileHelp is a registered trademark and Fall Button is a trademark of MobileHelp. Patented technology. MobileHelp is a FDA registered Medical Device Manufacturer

Places To Go
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Pamper Your Body
and Lift Your Spirits
By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by Casa Velas
The Casa Velas Hotel’s spa
beckoned me with their unique
treatments. Their spa menu divided
the treatments and massages into
Earth, Air, Water, Fire and Metal
categories. I chose the Diamond
Magnetic Treatment, from the Fire
section. This treatment helps to
eliminate the effects of electromagnetic pollution and the excessive
stresses of daily life.

Spa Director Adriana explained,
“We don’t actually use diamonds,
but combine several semi-precious
gems to balance the different chakra
points in the body. After applying
mud, the therapist removes it with
an electromagnetic massage that
soothes the joints and releases Qi
Energy to relieve tension. This
is not just a body massage, but a
massage for your health.”
There are so many other excitingly different massages and treatments. The Quiro Golf Massage

uses golf balls because they are
small and can be worked into the
muscles. This massage relieves
nerve pressure, soothes muscle
and joint discomfort, and improves
flexibility.
The Prehistoric Obsidian Stone
was an ancient offering made to the
Mexican gods and was prized by
noblemen and warriors. Casa Velas
uses warm obsidian stones to harness their mysterious power during
the Ancient Stone Massage. These
stones maintain a comfortable inter-

nal heat which is absorbed directly
into the muscular system and activates blood circulation, eliminates
toxins, enhances metabolism and
relaxes the nervous system.
Try the Romantic Couple’s
Moon & Earth Massage outside in
specially designated open cabins
under the moon and stars with nature all around you. This massage
is based on soft pressures and a
combination of relaxing techniques.
All of their spa treatments begin
with an ancient Indian ceremony
and washing the client’s feet with
flowers. Casa Velas grows their own
natural herbs and fruit to be used in
the restaurants and spa.
The Hydrotherapy Ritual includes a revitalizing shower followed by several steps. First sit in
the sauna then alternate with a hot
and cold sequence under a pressure
shower. Next detox in a steam
room filled with eucalyptus oils.
You are ready to rest and rehydrate
your body with a glass of chlorophyll, Jamaica or citrus water. The
extra-large Jacuzzi awaits you.
Return to the hot and cold showers
and finally it is time to relax in the

spa’s lounge.
The Casa Velas is located near
the airport and Old Town, Puerto
Vallarta, Mexico. For information,
call (866) 612-1097 and visit www.
hotelcasavalas.com.
TOURIST INFORMATION
There is so much to do in Puerto Vallarta and at nearby attractions. The Puerto Vallarta Tourism
Board welcomes the public’s inquiries about hotels, restaurants,
tours, attractions, spas, settings for
weddings, honeymoon packages,
family fun, hiking, and prepare
custom itineraries. For additional
information visit the website www.
visitpuertovallarta.com.
*****
Award-winning Sandy Zimmerman is a syndicated columnist
featuring Show and Dining reviews,
travel, health, spas, luxury and
more. For 25 years, talk show host
Sandy Zimmerman’s Las Vegas
Today Show programs and Discover the Ultimate Vacation travel
specials aired in front of a live
audience on location around Las
Vegas. (702) 731-6491 or email
sandyzimm2003@yahoo.com.
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LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE CLASSIFIEDS
LEGAL NOTICES
Legal Notice
SUMMONS
Case No: D-17-560606-L
Dept: T

DISTRICT COURT
CLARK COUNTY, NEVADA
Ronald Davis, Plaintiff vs.
Barbara Jean Davis, Defendant.

To place classified ads
in the Las Vegas Tribune
please call 702-426-6022
or 702-426-5902

SUMMONS
NOTICE! YOU HAVE BEEN SUED. THE COURT MAY
DECIDE AGAINST YOU WITHOUT YOU BEING HEARD
UNLESS YOU RESPOND IN WRITING WITHIN 20 DAYS.
READ THE INFORMATION BELOW VERY CAREFULLY.
To the Defendant named above:
A civil complaint or petition has been filed by the Plaintiff
against you for the relief as set forth in that document (see
the complaint or petition). The object of this action is:
Divorce
If you intend to defend this lawsuit, within 20 days after
this summons is served on you (not counting the day of
service), you must:
1. File with the Clerk of Court, whose address is shown
below, a formal written answer to the complaint or petition.
2. Pay the required filing fee to the court, or file an
Application to Proceed In Forma Pauperis and request a
waiver of the filing fee.
3. Serve a copy of your answer Upon the Plaintiff whose
name and address is shown below.
If you fail to respond, the Plaintiff can request your default.
The court can then enter a judgment against you for the
relief demanded in the complaint or petition.
STEVEN D. GRIERSON
CLERK OF COURT
By: Angela Benson
Deputy Clerk
Date: 2-2-18 (SEAL)
Family Courts and Services Center 601 North Pecos Road
Las Vegas, Nevada 89155
Regional Justice Center 200 Lewis Avenue Las Vegas,
Nevada 89155
Issue on behalf of Plaintiff:
Ronald Davis
4350 Boulder Hwy., Apt.178
Las Vegas, Nevada 89121
PUB: Feb. 7, 14, 21, 28, 2018
Las Vegas Tribune

SPECIAL OFFERS

PERSONALS

Inspire The World
Publish Your Book
Today With
THE MOST RESPECTED
FULL-SERVICE
PUBLISHING FIRM

cf

HEALTH

Call today for your Free Publishing Kit!

800-303-3839

INTERNET/TV OFFERS

FDA Registered Hearing Aid!
ONLY

HOUSING

E
FREAL
TRI

The support you need to find quality

SENIOR LIVING SOLUTIONS

2017 NFL SUNDAY TICKET INCLUDED AT NO
EXTRA COST WHEN YOU SWITCH TO DIRECTV.

A Place for Mom has helped over one million families find
senior living solutions that meet their unique needs.

With CHOICE Package and above. Subscription renews automatically each season at then-prevailing rate
(currently $281.94/season) unless you call to cancel prior to the start of the season. Req’s you to select offer.
Out-of-market games only. Select international games excluded.
TM

CALL FOR DETAILS
IV SUPPORT HOLDINGS LLC

SEND NO MONEY!

• Hearing aids by mail
for 38 years

If you like it then pay only $299!
Comfort fit • Crisp clear sound

• Over 650,000
satisfied
customers

✔ 100% Risk-FREE
✔ 45-day home trial
✔ FREE shipping
✔ Payment plans
Call for details!

✔ Licensed hearing aid

High-quality
American-made
electronics

855-977-8411

Renews at full price. Offer ends 11/04/17. New approved customers only, lease required. Hardware and programming available separately. Other conditions apply. NFL, the
NFL Shield design and the NFL SUNDAY TICKET name and logo are registered trademarks of the NFL and its affiliates. ©2017 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved.
AT&T, Globe logo, DIRECTV, and all other DIRECTV marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affiliated companies. All other marks
are the property of their respective owners.

$299!

Try our Apollo-6200
hearing aid risk-free for 45 days.

There’s no cost to you!
CALL (855) 559-1886

dispensers on staff

100% digital • Discreet size • Customer favorite

(

! We’re paid by our partner communities

HEALTH

8

Promo
code:
88-120

By Phone (Mon-Fri • 8 am - 5 pm CT)

1-855-900-7480
More Info

www.HHEnow.com/tribune

MB17-NM004Gc

Are You Still Paying Too Much For Your Medications?
Their Price

$

CrestorTM

914.18
Typical US Brand Price

for 40mg x 100

but I’m never alone.
I have Life Alert.®

Call Toll-free: 844-409-8740

Covered by Medicare and suffering from Back or Knee Pain?

RELIEVE YOUR
PAIN NOW!

Presenting the all new Safe
Step Walk-In Tub featuring
MicroSoothe.® It oxygenates,
softens and exfoliates skin,
turning your bath into a spa-like
experience.

Give your back or knees the
support and relief they need to
reduce your pain

› Fast and Easy Medicare
Approvals
› Free Nationwide Shipping

$1500 OFF when you mention this ad.

1-800-396-4503

Call the number below and save an additional $15 plus get free shipping on your
first prescription order with Canada Drug Center. Expires December 31, 2017.
Offer is valid for prescription orders only and can not be used in conjunction with
any other offers. Valid for new customers only. One time use per household. Use
code 15FREE to receive this special offer.

Use of these services is subject to the Terms of Use and accompanying policies at www.canadadrugcenter.com.

1 Selling Walk-In Tub

Call Today
Toll-Free

Get An Extra $15 Off & Free Shipping On
Your 1st Order!

Please note that we do not carry controlled substances and a valid prescription is required for all prescription medication orders.

NORTH #
AMERICA’S

Print & digital formats • Exciting
illustrations • Sold at major retailers

1-800-973-2606

148

Generic equivalent of CrestorTM
Generic price for for 40mg x 100

1-800-538-9279

Most trusted all-in-one publisher

Call today for your Free
Author Submission Kit!

Rosuvastatin*
$

For a FREE brochure call:

SPECIAL OFFERS
Get Your Book Published With

Our Price

You can save up to 97% when you fill your prescriptions with our
Canadian and International prescription service.

Learn for FREE how a Back or
Knee Brace can help: 888-918-1625

CSLB 983603 F13000002885 13HV08744300

You know your FAMILY. We know SENIOR LIVING.
Together, we will ﬁnd the RIGHT PLACE.
INDEPENDENT LIVING • ASSISTED LIVING • MEMORY CARE
A Place for Mom has helped over a million families find senior living solutions that meet their unique needs. Our
Advisors are trusted, local experts who can help you understand your options. Here’s what’s included with our free service:

A dedicated
local Advisor

Hand-picked list
of communities

Full details
and pricing

Help scheduling
tours

Move in
support

There’s no cost to you!
CALL (855) 559-1886
! We’re paid by our partner communities

Joan Lunden, journalist, best-selling author, former host of Good Morning America & senior living advocate.

