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Rep. Kihuen accused of sexual
harassment during campaign

By Lisa Hagen
The Hill
A woman who previously
worked as the finance director for
Rep. Ruben Kihuen (D-Nev.) is
alleging she was harassed by the
Nevada Democrat while working
on his 2016 campaign, according
to a report from BuzzFeed.
The chairman of the Democratic
Congressional Campaign Committee (DCCC) on Friday asked
the congressman, who denies the

My Point
of View
By Rolando Larraz

I have always been of the belief
that criminals have more rights than
the victims or any “normal regular”
citizens; authorities normally protect certain criminals because they
know that any time they can “use
the services” of those criminals by
getting them to snitch on others,
makes their job a little easier.
Also the criminals know how to
lie better and how to play the game
— making the authorities, AKA the
lawmen, look like fools when they
play with words and throw in some
bull crap.
I told the investigators in my
fraud case where they can find the
stuff that was stolen from a downtown business during an almost
well planned rip-off event, where
to find all the stolen goods — and
I was told that they cannot serve a
search warrant because they may be
violating the privacy rights of those
people, and that clearly is not fair
to my rights.
Look at the case of that man
on the Nevada State Penitentiary
death row. who is supposed to be
executed, and now the government
is concerned with the pain they may
cause to the man they are supposed
to kill.
Can anyone make sense of this?
The man is going to be killed, but
they (the government) are worried
that the man’s death may be too
painful; it is almost like when a police officer beats up a man and then
carefully holds his head when he is
placed in the back seat of the patrol
car, telling him, “Watch your head.”
Ironically, while the Nevada
big-wigs seem to be very concerned
with the pain and suffering of a man
who has asked a District Court to
let him die because he wants to die,
three thousands miles away, in New
York, in another American prison, a
man by the name of Joaquin Guzman Loera is suffering the most
indisputable pain and suffering any
human being can suffer despite the
fact that there is no evidence that
he has committed any crime in the
United States of America; and it
is a fact that he is in an American
Prison because the prison system
in his country does not have the
physical or mental ability to keep
him behind bars.
Joaquin Guzman Loera’s wife
and three daughters are all American citizens (born and raised in this
country) but they are not granted
the same rights as any other American citizens because the American
government wants to please its
neighbor to the South.
The indisputable mainstream
media and their television channels have sensationalized the life
and death of Charles Mason, a real
criminal who “made a living” killing innocent people by keeping his
name in the spotlight, but no one
can raise their voice to defend the
human rights of a man who has not
(See My Point of View, Page 2)

RUBEN KIHUEN

accusations, to step down.
The woman in BuzzFeed’s story
is identified only as Samantha. She
asked for her last name to be withheld from the story, in which she
accused the freshman congressman
of repeatedly asking her on dates
and for sex, even though she rejected his advances. She said he also
touched her thighs twice without
her consent.
“The staff member in question
was a valued member of my team,”
Kihuen said in a statement. “I sincerely apologize for anything that

I may have said or done that made
her feel uncomfortable. I take this
matter seriously as it is not indicative of who I am, but I want to
make it clear that I don’t recall any
of the circumstances she described.
I was raised in a strong family that
taught me to treat women with the
utmost dignity and respect. I have
spent my 15 years in public service
fighting for women’s equality, and
I will continue to do so.”
Samantha alleged that on Feb. 6,
2016, she attended a fundraiser with
Kihuen. At the end of the event, she

said that Kihuen walked her to her
car. She recalled him saying, “You
look really good, I’d like to take
you out if you didn’t work for me.”
She said she told Kihuen she
had a boyfriend and got in the car.
She said that the advances escalated after that fundraiser and asked
her if she ever “cheated on her
boyfriend.”
A few weeks later on Feb. 19,
she attended a meeting at a hotel
with Kihuen and Rep. Tony Cárdenas (D-Calif.). While in an elevator,
(See Kihuen, Page 4)

The strange Bunkerville
case has further twists
By Thomas Mitchell
The twists and turns in the Bunkerville standoff trial defy logic.
Weeks into the federal trial of
71-year-old rancher Cliven Bundy,
two of this sons and self-styled
militia man from Montana, the
judge has decided that all of the
defendants should be released
from jail to what amounts to house
arrest. Ryan Bundy was so released
at the beginning of the trial but the
judge refused to do the same for
the others.
The four have been jailed since
February 2016. The judge said she
“reweighed” the evidence.
But in a further twist, after pre-

Outside courthouse in Las Vegas

viously demanding he be released
under whatever terms the court
might impose — travel, firearm or
GPS tracking restrictions — Cliven Bundy now refuses the offer,
with his lawyer saying, “To be
released, he would have to agree
to conditions. In his opinion, he’s
not willing to take a deal with the
government when he hasn’t done
anything wrong to begin with. …
He’s very principled and he doesn’t
want to violate those principals and
I respect that,” according to High
Country News.
This the third trial growing out
of an April 2014 confrontation in
(See Bunkerville, Page 4)

Supreme Court allows the full
Trump travel ban to take effect
By Lydia Wheeler
The Hill
The Supreme Court on Monday
gave President Trump another
major win by granting his administration’s request to fully reinstate
the third version of his travel ban.
The 9th Circuit Court of Appeals
and a federal district court in Mary-

land had said Trump could only
block the entry of nationals from
the six majority-Muslim countries
in the ban — Iran, Libya, Syria,
Yemen, Somalia and Chad — if
they lacked a bona fide relationship
with a person or entity in the United
States. The high court’s decision
now puts those rulings on hold.

Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg
and Justice Sonia Sotomayor said
they would have denied the government’s request.
“We are not surprised by today’s
Supreme Court decision permitting
immediate enforcement of the President’s proclamation limiting travel
from countries presenting height-

ened risks of terrorism,” said White
House spokesman Hogan Gidley.
“The proclamation is lawful and
essential to protecting our homeland. We look forward to presenting
a fuller defense of the proclamation
as the pending cases work their way
through the courts,” Gidley said.
(See Travel Ban, Page 5)

(HORN NEWS) — Complete
outrage and disappointment is how
most Americans, and President
Donald Trump are feeling amid
the verdict in the Kate Steinle trial.
A San Francsisco jury acquitted
an illegal immigrant on Thursday
for the murder of 32-year-old
Steinle.
Though the 2015 shooting death
of Kate Steinle became a flashpoint
in an intense national debate over
immigration, the issue was never
addressed inside the courtroom
where a jury acquitted a Mexican
national of murder and manslaughter — a verdict Trump called a
“complete travesty of justice.”
From the outset, the judge

At roughly 3 p.m. Thursday afternoon, November 30, jurors decided
the illegal immigrant accused of murdering Kate Steinle was innocent,
finding him not guilty of murder and assault with a deadly weapon, but
guilty of being a felon in possession of a firearm.

barred any mention of Jose Ines
Garcia Zarate’s immigration status
or the five times he was arrested and
deported to Mexico before he came
back across the border. The judge
said the jury should consider only
Garcia Zarate’s intentions on the
July evening when Steinle was shot.
“His immigration status had no
bearing on whether he purposely
pulled the trigger or not,” legal
analyst and defense attorney Dan
Horowitz said of the immigration
issue.
San Francisco Deputy District
Attorney Diana Garcia argued the
shooting was murder. The jury sided with the defense, which argued
(See Steinle Acquital, Page 3)

By Barnini Chakraborty
Fox News
A Republican congressman introduced a bill Monday that would
threaten huge fines and prison time
for elected officials accused of sheltering illegal immigrant criminals
from deportation, in the wake of
the not-guilty verdict in the Kate
Steinle murder trial.
Indiana Rep. Todd Rokita’s bill
is one of the most aggressive pieces
of legislation to date aimed at sanc-

tuary city policies, going beyond
the Justice Department’s threat to
cut off grants to those jurisdictions.
“Politicians don’t get to pick and
choose what laws to comply with,”
Rokita told Fox News. “Americans
are dying because politicians sworn
to uphold the law refuse to do so.”
His “Stopping Lawless Actions
of Politicians (SLAP) Act” would
hold state and local lawmakers
criminally responsible for refusing
to comply with federal immigration

enforcement efforts. The Republican’s bill would subject violators
to a $1 million fine and up to five
years in prison if they are convicted.
“It’s time the federal government gets serious about enforcing
immigration laws and holding politicians accountable who conspire
to break them,” said Rokita.
Rokita also supported “Kate’s
Law” – legislation that would boost
penalties for illegal immigrants
(See Slap Act, Page 3)

California jury acquits the illegal
immigrant killer of Kate Steinle

Shelter illegal immigrants, go to jail

REP. TODD ROKITA
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Conyers says he’s ‘retiring’ amid
sexual misconduct allegations

By Mallory Shelbourne
The Hill
Rep. John Conyers Jr. (D-Mich.),
who for weeks has been the target
of sexual misconduct allegations,
announced on Tuesday that he will
retire from the House.
Conyers, the lower chamber’s
current longest-serving member,
told a Detroit-area radio station
that he is endorsing his son, John
Conyers III, for his seat.
He said he was “retiring today.”
“This too shall pass. And I want
you to know that my legacy will
continue through my children,”
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John Conyers told host Mildred
Gaddis.
He has remained defiant in the
face of the accusations and insisted
during the radio appearance that
his “legacy can’t be compromised
or diminished” by the allegations.
John Conyers’s choice to retire
comes after calls from numerous
colleagues for his resignation.
House Minority Leader Nancy
Pelosi (D-Calif.) and Speaker Paul
Ryan (R-Wis.) have both said Conyers should step aside in light of
the sexual misconduct allegations
leveled against him. Rep. James
Clyburn (D-S.C.), the assistant
Democratic leader who is also
a member of the Congressional
Black Caucus with Conyers, has
also said the Michigan lawmaker

(Continued from Page 1)
been tried as yet and therefore has
not been found guilty, innocent or in
between, much less been sentenced
in a court of law.
All the terrorists at the Guantanamo Bay Naval Base in Cuba,
enemies of this nation, were freed
by former Democrat President
Barack Obama by sneaking them
out of their cell and allowing them
to return once again to kill more of
our fellow Americans, but Joaquin
Guzman Loera is not allowed to
see his wife, daughters or any other
immediate relatives; Joaquin Guzman Loera is not even allowed to
see his attorney in order to prepare
his defense in an oncoming trial that

JOHN CONYERS JR.
should resign.
Ian Conyers, who is a great-nephew of John Conyers and a Michigan
state senator, told The New York
Times before Tuesday’s announcement that he planned to run for the
seat in Michigan’s 13th Congres-

sional District.
He added that his great uncle’s
doctor suggested a campaign would
not be good for his health.
John Conyers last month stepped
down from his position as the ranking member of the House Judiciary
Committee after acknowledging
that he settled a wrongful dismissal complaint in 2015, though the
congressman denied the sexual
misconduct accusations.
Several women have come
forward with allegations of sexual
misconduct against John Conyers
since BuzzFeed News first reported
on the settlement. One woman who
was a staffer in a Michigan office
told The Detroit News that Conyers
in one incident propositioned her
to stay in his hotel room and on

two other occasions touched her
inappropriately.
Attorney Lisa Bloom on Monday revealed the accusations of
another accuser, Elisa Grubbs, who
said in an affidavit that she worked
for John Conyers and he touched
her inappropriately in church. She
also alleged that John Conyers exposed himself to her in his home in
a separate incident. Grubbs notes in
the affidavit that she is the cousin
of another John Conyers accuser,
Marion Brown, and says she saw
John Conyers touch Brown inappropriately.
Rep. Jerrold Nadler (D-N.Y.),
who took over the role of acting
ranking member of the House
Judiciary Committee after John
(See Conyers, Page 5)

has not even been scheduled.
Being secluded in a very small
cell twenty-three hours a day with
the lights on day and night making
it almost impossible to have a good
night sleep is inhuman and not
even an animal should be treated
that way.
What really amazes me is that
no one has given voice to a simple
human defense of this human being
who has been treated like they used
to treat the Jews in those concentration camps — with total disregard
for his humanity.
I understand that the Mexican
Embassy may not be able to raise
its voice to defend and protect one
of their own fellow countryman

because they were instrumental in
placing him in that predicament,
but there are many other groups
that could speak up on behalf of one
Joaquin Guzman Loera.
People who are incarcerated
may lose their constitutional rights;
I understand that; but they don’t
lose their human rights and they
all are subject to all privileges as
human beings.
Amnesty International USA,
Human Rights Watch, Lawyers
Committee for Human Rights, Office of the High Commissioner for
Human Rights, Office of the UN
High Commissioner for Refugees,
United Nations Foundation or any
other organization that claims to

be involved in defending the rights
of those who have been treated as
second class citizens by ignoring
some or any of their rights should
step up to the plate.
I would love to see any one or
all of those organizations getting
involved in defending the human
rights of Joaquin Guzman Loera.
My name is Rolando Larraz, and
as always, I approved this column.
*****
Rolando Larraz is Editor in
Chief of the Las Vegas Tribune.
His column appears weekly in this
newspaper. To contact Rolando
Larraz, email him at: Rlarraz@
lasvegastribune.com or at 702272-4634.
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Flynn’s case proves it’s time to fire Mueller
By Daniel Greenfield
Petraeus, Obama’s CIA Director, lied to FBI agents about passing
classified materials to his mistress.
Despite being caught in the lie on
a recording, he was never charged
for it, as Flynn was. Instead he
only pleaded guilty to mishandling
classified information and received
a slap on the wrist.
While Justice Department personnel had wanted to hold Petraeus
accountable, the final decision
was made by Attorney General
Holder and FBI Director Comey.
Lawyers for Petraeus insisted that
he couldn’t be charged with lying
to the FBI because DOJ guidelines
recommend not charging “in situations in which a suspect, during an
investigation, merely denies guilt
in response to questioning by the
government.” Petraeus admitted
making false statements, but was
never charged over them.
That’s what makes Flynn’s case
so striking.
General Petraeus lied about
committing a crime. His mishandling of classified information was
a serious issue. And yet he was
never charged for it.
General Flynn lied about something that was not a crime. His

conversations were authorized by
officials in the incoming Trump
administration. And even by the
outgoing Obama administration.
A week before Trump’s inauguration, State Department spokesman Mark Toner said that there was
nothing “necessarily inappropriate
about contact between members of
the incoming administration and
foreign officials” because Flynn
was “part of the transition team.”
The question had been about

Flynn’s contacts with the Russian
ambassador.
Obama’s own people had been
carrying on talks with Iran and
Syria before he entered the White
House. The Iranian contacts eventually climaxed in an illegal agreement in which the Obama regime
shipped billions in foreign currency
to the terror regime on unmarked
cargo planes. Those billions have
helped finance Iran’s current war in
Iraq, Syria, Yemen, Israel, Lebanon

(Continued from Page 1)
that the shooting was an accident,
and found him guilty only of being
a felon in possession of a firearm.
That charge carries a maximum of
three years in jail.
Steinle was shot while walking
with her father and a family friend
on a San Francisco pier popular
with tourists. Garcia Zarate said
he was sitting on the pier when he
found a gun under a chair. He said
the gun was wrapped in a T-shirt
and accidentally fired when he
picked it up.
Before the shooting, Garcia
Zarate had finished a federal prison
sentence for illegal re-entry into
the United States and had been
transferred to San Francisco’s jail
in March 2015 to face a 20-year-old
charge for selling marijuana.
The sheriff’s department released him a few days after prosecutors dropped the marijuana
charge, despite a request from federal immigration officials to detain
him for deportation.
“San Francisco’s decision to
protect criminal aliens led to the
preventable and heartbreaking
death of Kate Steinle,” U.S. Attorney General Jeff Sessions said in a
statement Thursday night. “I urge
the leaders of the nation’s communities to reflect on the outcome of
this case and consider carefully the
harm they are doing to their citizens
by refusing to cooperate with federal law enforcement officers.”
San Francisco is known as a
“sanctuary city” because its policies bar local police from helping
federal authorities identify and
deport immigrants that came to the
U.S. illegally.
President Barack Obama continued his Republican predecessor’s
policy which allowed federal immigration officials to request local
law enforcement detain for up to 48
hours people suspected of living in
the country illegally. But, in 2014,
a federal judge ruled the practice of
holding them without a warrant was

likely unconstitutional.
At the time of the shooting,
then-candidate Trump and others
pointed to Steinle’s death as reason
why the country’s immigration laws
should be tightened.
In a pre-dawn tweet Friday,
the president blamed Democrats,
saying: “The Schumer/Pelosi Democrats are so weak on Crime that
they will pay a price in the 2018
and 2020 Elections.” He was referring to Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., and
House Minority Leader Nancy
Pelosi, D-Calif.
He had called the verdict “disgraceful” on Thursday. And in
Friday’s social media messaging,
Trump said that “the Kate Steinle
killer came back and back over the
weakly protected Obama border,
always committing crimes and
being violent, and yet this info was
not used in court.”
“His exoneration is a complete
travesty of justice. BUILD THE
WALL,” Trump tweeted.
Defense attorney Francisco
Ugarte said: “From Day 1 this case
was used as a means to foment hate,
to foment division and to foment a
program of mass deportation. It was
used to catapult a presidency along
that philosophy of hate of others.”
He called the verdict a “vindication
for the rest of immigrants.”
ICE also blamed San Francisco’s
policy for Steinle’s death and said
Thursday night it would “ultimately
remove” Garcia Zarate from the
country.
Jurors left the courtroom Thursday without comment and the judge
sealed their identities.
Steinle’s father, Jim, who was
walking with her on the pier when
she was killed, told the San Francisco Chronicle that “justice was
rendered, but it was not served.”
“We’re just shocked — saddened and shocked … that’s about
it,” he said in an interview the
family said would be its last.
Michael Cardoza, a longtime

San Francisco Bay Area lawyer
said the prosecutor made a mistake
by asking the jury to convict Garcia Zarate of first-degree murder
despite strong evidence that the
bullet ricocheted around 90 feet
(27 meters) before fatally striking
Steinle on July 1, 2015. Cardoza
said a better case could have been
made to convince jurors Garcia
Zarate had a “reckless disregard for
human life” and convicted him of
second-degree murder.
“The prosecutor got greedy,”
Cardoza said. “She lost credibility
when she told jurors he pointed the
gun at Kate Steinle.”
Garcia declined comment afterward. Alex Bastian, a spokesman
for the San Francisco district attorney’s office, said the verdict “was
not the one we were hoping for” but
said prosecutors respect the jury’s
decision.
Prosecutors initially charged
Garcia Zarate with second-degree
murder, which meant they had
to show jurors he had a “willful
disregard for human life” when he
picked up the gun. But at the end
of the trial, the judge agreed to the
prosecutor’s request that jurors
could also consider convicting
him of first-degree murder if they
believed Garcia Zarate meant to
kill Steinle.
Garcia Zarate’s attorneys argued
that the ricochet of the fatal bullet
supported an accidental shooting
theory. Defense attorney Matt Gonzalez said told jurors he knows it’s
difficult to believe Garcia Zarate
found an object that turned out to
be a weapon, which fired when he
picked it up.
But he said Garcia Zarate had no
motivation to kill Steinle and that
as awful as her death was, “nothing
you do is going to fix that.”
A U.S. Bureau of Land Management ranger reported the gun
stolen from his SUV parked in San
Francisco a few days before the
shooting.

Steinle Acquital

and around the region.
Flynn was doing his job.
Team Mueller, with its string of
Obama and Hillary backers, hasn’t
actually found a crime that he committed. The only crime it could find
was created wholly out of its own
investigation.
When a crime wouldn’t exist
without an investigation, then the
investigation created the crime.
And it’s the investigation that is
the crime.
The secondary crime here was
created by entrapping Flynn as part
of an investigation that was supposedly pursuing a primary crime that
it, once again, failed to prove.
And Team Mueller has yet to
find hide or hair of this crime. After
all its grandstanding, it has yet to
charge a single person for the crime
it was supposed to be investigating.
But it has managed to charge two
people, George Papadopoulos and
Michael Flynn, for lying to investigators. It has not charged them
with doing a single illegal thing that
predated the Mueller investigation.
The same establishment that
wouldn’t charge Petraeus with lying
about a serious crime because it
isn’t policy has nothing to charge
Flynn with except lying about a

wholly legal act against its own
policy.
Team Mueller has likewise yet to
establish that George Papadopoulos
committed a preexisting crime.
When an investigation generates
crimes, instead of exposing them,
it’s a witch hunt. And the Clinton
and Obama judges as well as investigators make it abundantly clear
that this is a partisan witch hunt.
While Flynn didn’t violate the
law, he interfered with Obama’s
foreign policy agenda. And Obama
officials did consider that a crime.
While Petraeus’ lie was established
by a recording made by his mistress, Flynn was eavesdropped on
for the benefit of members of the
Obama administration.
And they were determined to
punish him and President Trump for
obstructing their political agenda.
That’s why the Mueller investigation isn’t about what Flynn did
during the election, the supposed
purpose of the entire investigation, but what he did during the
transition. The claims of election
tampering are a front. The election
collusion stuff is nowhere in sight.
Team Mueller’s fishing expedition has found and created a number
(See Mueller, Page 4)

(Continued from Page 1)
who were previously deported and
that was named after Steinle.
On Thursday, Jose Ines Garcia
Zarate, an illegal immigrant who
already had been deported back to
Mexico five times, was acquitted
in the 2015 murder of Steinle on a
San Francisco pier.
Zarate’s attorneys argued Zarate
had found a gun that accidentally
discharged, and the bullet ricocheted off the ground before hitting
Steinle. Prosecutors argued Zarate
intentionally shot 32-year-old
Steinle.
The killing revived a national
debate over sanctuary city policies,
as some lawmakers as well as Steinle’s family faulted San Francisco
for releasing the suspect from a
local jail without notifying federal
immigration officials.
President Trump, who frequently
cited Steinle’s case on the campaign
trail, called the not-guilty verdict
“disgraceful” and a “complete travesty of justice.” Attorney General

Jeff Sessions took direct aim at the
city, saying San Francisco’s “decision to protect criminal aliens led to
the preventable and heartbreaking
death of Kate Steinle.”
In an interview prior to Thursday’s verdict, Steinle’s family said
they wanted the case out of the
national spotlight. “We just want
to get this over with and move
on with our lives, and think about
Kate on our terms,” Jim Steinle,
Kate’s father, told the San Francisco
Chronicle.
Following the verdict, he said
his family was shocked Zarate
was convicted only of firearm
possession.
On Friday, the DOJ released an
amended arrest warrant for Zarate
for a supervised release violation.
Rokita’s bill follows a similar attempt in Texas to punish local officials who ignore federal requests to
hold and then potentially turn over
suspects for possible deportation.
That law is the subject of a federal
court challenge.
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Frustrated Trump lashes out at FBI

By Jordan Fabian
The Hill
President Trump is angry and
frustrated over the removal of a
senior FBI official from special
counsel Robert Mueller’s team over
alleged anti-Trump text messages,
a development that surfaced after
former national security adviser
Michael Flynn’s guilty plea in the
Russia investigation.
People close to the White House
say Trump’s frustration explains
some of his tweets and statements
lashing out at the FBI, but insist
the president’s team is not shifting
its legal strategy in response to the
probe.
“When you see this partisan
bend, there’s a desire there to
respond,” said one former Trump
transition and campaign official,

who requested anonymity to talk
about the probe. “You have the
president pointing out the FBI
needs to be free of this bias.”
The top FBI agent assigned to
Mueller’s probe into Russia’s 2016

(Continued from Page 3)
of crimes. But none of those crimes
involve collusion. None of them
have anything to do with election
tampering or rigging.
The endgame, as Andrew McCarthy, a former federal prosecutor,
has made clear is to take down
President Trump, not by establishing a crime, but by destabilizing his
administration.
Mueller has produced no collusion, but what he offers is theater.
The performance destroys lives.
But its real goal is to undermine
Trump domestically and internationally. The fake ABC News report
that caused tremors in the stock
market shows how the campaign
can undermine Trump’s economic
accomplishments by raising the
specter of impeachment. And why
should North Korea, Iran or the
Palestinian Authority take Trump
seriously when they get the impression that he might be gone soon?
The Mueller investigation is the
latest act in the total war waged by
Obama against Trump. The same
rigged system that gave Hillary a
pass is now being utilized to generate crimes by Trump officials.

Peter Strzok, the lead investigator in the Clinton email scandal, was sending pro-Clinton and
anti-Trump messages during his
extramarital affair with a woman
working for FBI deputy director
Andrew McCabe. McCabe’s wife
had received a sizable amount of
money from a Clinton ally. Strzok
was on Mueller’s team until he
had to be removed because of his
shenanigans. Instead of coming
clean about his removal, the FBI
stonewalled Congress about what
really happened. It’s gotten so bad
that Rep. Nunes and other House
Republicans are preparing to charge
the FBI head with Contempt of
Congress.
Strzok’s investigation of Trump
relied on the Steele dossier that
was paid for by Hillary and handfed by at least one current Russian
intelligence operative. That was the
same dossier that figures in the FBI
chose to fund despite its utter lack
of credibility and its partisan origins
in the Clinton campaign.
We’re now in Act 3 of a leftist
conspiracy to invent a conspiracy to
justify its own conspiracy.
In Act 1, the Clintons created the

(Continued from Page 1)
which the BLM tried to confiscate
Bundy’s cattle for failure to pay
grazing fees for more than two
decades, but backed off when
confronted with armed protesters.
Originally 17 people were charged
with obstruction of justice, conspiracy, extortion, assault and impeding
federal officers among other things.
The defendants have claimed they
were simply exercising their First
and Second Amendment rights, but
the judge has refused that to be used
as a defense.
So far in this case two have
been acquitted by a jury, two have

pleaded to a misdemeanor and released on time served, one pleaded
to conspiracy charge and faces up
to six years in prison, another was
convicted and sentenced to seven
years another was convicted and
sentenced to 68 years in prison and
still another was convicted and is
awaiting sentencing but faces up
to 30 years.
The trial of six more defendants,
including two more Bundy sons,
Dave and Mel Bundy, is scheduled
for 30 days after the current trial
ends, which is expected to last into
February, unless something else
odd happens.

Mueller
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election interference, Peter Strzok,
was reassigned over the summer because of text messages he allegedly
sent to a woman that criticized
Trump and praised Hillary Clinton.
Trump and his allies used the

story, which was published Saturday in The New York Times and
The Washington Post, to bolster
their argument the Russia investigation is merely a politically motivated “witch hunt” against the
president.
Despite Trump’s mounting frustration with the probe, the White
House has decided that cooperating
with the special counsel’s office is
the best way to bring it to a swift
conclusion.
The president is not considering
the most drastic measures to head
off the investigation, such as a
pardon of Flynn or axing Mueller.
“The president is definitely not
considering pardoning Gen. Flynn
or firing the special counsel, as he
has repeatedly said over the past
five months,” said Ty Cobb, the

White House lawyer charged with
handling the Russia investigation.
Multiple current and former
White House officials have sat for
interviews with Mueller’s team of
prosecutors, and the White House
has turned over reams of documents
to his office.
Cobb has also sought to assure
the president that the investigation
will conclude by the end of the year
or shortly thereafter.
That approach is likely to continue, despite warnings from several
of Trump’s friends and allies that
Mueller is endangering his presidency.
At the same time, the president is
attempting to muddy the waters by
seeking to discredit the FBI’s team
of investigators as the Russia probe
(See FBI, Page 6)

Trump-Russia conspiracy theory
and used a British former intelligence agent with connections to
Russia and the FBI to inject the dossier into the FBI. In Act 2, Obama
officials used the dossier to justify
their eavesdropping on Trump
officials In Act 3, Team Mueller is
using that illegal eavesdropping to
entrap and generate crimes against
assorted Trump officials.
After all this time, the conspiracy theory remains as unproven
as ever.
And the conspiracy theory is that
the past election was illegitimate,
that Trump doesn’t belong in the
White House and Hillary does, and
that radical measures must be taken

against the First Amendment, the
Electoral College and our entire
political system to prevent such a
“mistake” from occurring again.
That’s not just a conspiracy theory. It’s a radical leftist conspiracy
against America.
Mueller had every opportunity
to make his case. He could have run
a fair and transparent investigation.
Instead he’s become the public face
of a partisan witch hunt in which a
confederacy of Hillary supporters
and judges dispense with everything from attorney-client privilege
to the U.S. Attorneys’ manual so
that they can offer fresh heads to
the baying D.C. mob reading the
Washington Post.

Enough.
Mueller must go. This circus
must end. And a real investigation
must be conducted of the Obama
administration’s eavesdropping on
Trump officials and members of
Congress. Both the DOJ and the
FBI require urgent housecleaning.
That is the only meaningful result
of the Muller investigation.
Either you drain the swamp. Or
the swamp drowns you.
*****
Daniel Greenfield, a Shillman
Journalism Fellow at the Freedom
Center, is an investigative journalist
and writer focusing on the radical
left and Islamic terrorism.

Kihuen

(Continued from Page 1)
Samantha said Kihuen said the two of them should
get a hotel room together, which she rejected. When
driving back from the meeting, she alleges that he
touched her thigh and asked about whether she’d ever
cheated on her boyfriend.
Samantha said she texted a friend about the alleged
harassment a month after she left the campaign. She
detailed some of the instances to her friend in those
conversations and BuzzFeed said it verified the screenshots of those text messages.
She said those advances happened while Kihuen
was competing in the Democratic primary. She worked
for the freshman congressman on his competitive
congressional campaign in December 2015 and quit
in early April 2016.
The woman told BuzzFeed that she felt uncomfortable raising the issue to campaign leadership and
decided to quit working on the campaign.
Samantha said she spoke with someone at the
DCCC, the House Democrats’ campaign arm, to say
why she was leaving and explain that Kihuen’s actions
made her feel uncomfortable.
“I didn’t know what they could do, but I felt like I
had to let someone know,” she told BuzzFeed.
Samantha spoke with a staffer at the DCCC who
no longer works there but confirmed the conversation
to BuzzFeed. The staffer, described as mid-level,

told BuzzFeed he doesn’t remember the details of the
conversation and only told one other staffer who held
a similar position.
The second person told Kihuen’s campaign manager, Dave Chase, about Samantha’s conversation after
she quit. Chase confirmed to BuzzFeed that the DCCC
called and told him she quit because she was “uncomfortable” and also said that he addressed Kihuen about
it. Kihuen reportedly denied the accusations.
“I sincerely apologize for anything that I may have
said or done that made her feel uncomfortable,” Kihuen
said in a statement provided to BuzzFeed.
In light of the allegations, DCCC chairman Ben Ray
Luján (D-N.M.) called on Kihuen to resign.
“Members and candidates must be held to the
highest standard,” he said in a statement provided to
The Hill. “If anyone is guilty of sexual harassment
or sexual assault, they should not hold elected office.
Congressman Kihuen should resign.”
Kihuen is one of several lawmakers on Capitol Hill
who have been recently accused of sexual harassment.
Both Sen. Al Franken (D-Minn.) and Rep. John Conyers Jr. (D-Mich.) have been accused and a growing
number of Democrats are calling on them to resign.
Politico also reported on Friday that Rep. Blake
Farenthold (R-Texas) used taxpayer funds to reach
an $84,000 settlement in 2015 with his former communications director, who had accused him of sexual
harassment.
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Trump slashes Utah land protections

By Timothy Cama and Devin Henry
The Hill
President Trump on Monday cut large
swaths from two massive, controversial
national monuments in Utah, opening areas
to potential activities like oil drilling, mining
and grazing.
The reductions, announced on a trip to the
Beehive State, represent a strong rebuke of
former presidents Obama and Clinton, and
open Trump to near-certain lawsuits in an
area that is largely legally untested.
Trump signed proclamations scaling back
Obama’s 1.4-million-acre Bears Ears National Monument to 220,000 acres — an 84
percent reduction — and Clinton’s 1.9-million-acre Grand Staircase-Escalante National
Monument to 1 million acres — a reduction
by nearly half. It’s the largest-ever rollback
of protected areas in history, environmental
groups say. Bears Ears is now in two separate
monument units, and Grand Staircase-Escalante is in three units.
Both monuments on federally owned land
in the southern part of the state have long
been opposed by Utah leaders. Obama and
Clinton created them under the Antiquities
Act, which gives presidents authority to
unilaterally protect any federally owned area
from development, with few restrictions.
“Some people think that the natural resources of Utah should be controlled by a
small handful of very distant bureaucrats
located in Washington. And guess what?
They’re wrong,” Trump said.
“The families and communities of Utah
know and love this land the best and you
know the best how to take care of your land.”
The scale-backs come after months of
deliberations led by Interior Secretary Ryan
Zinke. Bears Ears and Grand Staircase-Escalante have been at the center of a national
debate over monuments and their permanence, fueled by an executive order earlier
this year in which Trump asked Zinke to
review dozens of previously created monuments for potential changes.
“Past administrations have severely
abused the purpose, spirit and intent of a
century-old law known as the Antiquities
Act. This law requires that only the smallest
necessary area be set aside for special protection as national monuments,” Trump said.

Travel Ban

(Continued from Page 1)
Attorney General Jeff Sessions,
meanwhile, called it a “substantial
victory for the safety and security
of the American people.”
“We are pleased to have defended this order and heartened that
a clear majority Supreme Court
has allowed the President’s lawful
proclamation protecting our country’s national security to go into full
effect,” he said in a statement. “The
Constitution gives the President the
responsibility and power to protect
this country from all threats foreign and domestic, and this order
remains vital to accomplishing
those goals.”
The state of Hawaii and the
International Refugee Assistance
Project challenged Trump’s latest
ban, arguing the Supreme Court
carved out the same bona fide relationship exemption in June when it
partially reinstated Trump’s 90-day
ban on nationals from Iran, Libya,
Somalia, Syria, Sudan and Yemen.
When that order expired on
Sept. 24, Trump issued new restrictions that eliminated Sudan from
the ban but added Chad, North
Korea and individuals affiliated
with certain government agencies
in Venezuela. The lower court bans
did not block the restrictions on
Venezuelan officials or immigrants
from North Korea.
The Trump administration argued that a lot has changed since
June.
“Multiple government agencies
have conducted a comprehensive,
worldwide review of the information shared by foreign governments
that is used to screen aliens seeking
entry to the United States,” Solicitor General Noel Francisco argued
in court papers.
“Based on that review, the
proclamation adopts tailored entry
restrictions to address extensive
findings that a handful of particular
foreign governments have deficient
information-sharing and identity-management practices, or other

Conyers

“Unfortunately, previous administrations
have ignored the standards and used the law
to lock up hundreds of millions of acres
of land and water under strict government
control.”
Trump made the announcement in the
Utah State Capitol in Salt Lake City, alongside the state’s entire Republican congressional delegation. Sens. Mike Lee and Orrin
Hatch both spoke before Trump, praising his
decision to shrink the monuments.
“President Trump is many things: he’s the
commander in chief, the master dealmaker,
and a wildly successful billionaire,” said
Hatch, 83, whom Trump is urging to run for
reelection next year.
“But he’s also a man who comes through
on his commitments to the people of Utah.”
Trump has the support of conservatives
and industries that want to use the land, like
the agriculture industry.
“We are grateful that today’s action will
allow ranchers to resume their role as responsible stewards of the land and drivers of
rural economies,” Craig Uden, president of
the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association,
said in a statement.
“Previous administrations abused the
power of the Antiquities Act, designating
huge swaths of land as national monuments
without any public input or review.”
But Trump faced immediate backlash
from environmentalists and American Indian
tribes who say his actions threaten sensitive,

risk factors,” he said.
Hawaii’s attorney, Neal Katyal,
said in court papers “it is difficult
to conceive of a more flagrant example of discrimination because of
nationality.”
International Refugee Assistance Project attorney Omar Jadwat
sent a letter to the court Monday
morning to inform the justices of
“changed circumstances” in the
case, specifically the controversial
videos about Muslims that Trump
retweeted last week.
Jadwat also informed the court
that the sister-in-law of one plaintiff
in the case and the mother-in-law
of another had received their visas.
He said the fact that these “particular plaintiffs have now been
reunited with their loved ones — or
some of their loved ones — thanks
to the preliminary injunction underscores how imminent the proclamation’s threatened injuries are and
how crucial the injunction in this
case is for the plaintiffs and others
similarly situated.”
The court’s decision to reinstate
the full ban came a few hours later.
Monday marked the second time
the Supreme Court has been asked
to intervene on the president’s
travel restrictions. The Supreme
Court canceled oral arguments and
ultimately tossed out two cases
challenging Trump’s previous ban
in October. The move was largely
seen as a victory for the administration even though the court did
not rule on the merits of the case.

(Continued from Page 2)
Conyers stepped down, praised John Conyers’s achievements in Congress,
but called for zero tolerance when it comes to sexual misconduct.
“John has been a champion for justice his entire life, and there is no
doubt that these allegations have taken a tremendous toll on him personally,
as well as on his family and on everyone that knows him. With that said,
there can be no tolerance for behavior that subjects women to the kind of
conduct that has been alleged,” Nadler said in a statement.
“The strength women have shown in coming forward to tell their stories is part of our country’s progress in moving toward a place of greater
respect, tolerance, understanding, and justice for all. That is what we
must constantly strive for, with the strength to look at our own failings in
defending and promoting these ideals for all Americans.”

culturally significant areas. They also see it
as an attack more generally on public lands
and conservation, taken alongside Trump’s
rollback of a moratorium on coal mining on
federal land, his revision of protections for
sage grouse habitats and potential changes to
marine protected areas.
“This is nothing more than political score
settling from an administration that doesn’t
seem to comprehend the extraordinary value
these lands hold for Native American communities and all Americans,” Brian Sybert,
executive director of Conservation Lands
Foundation, said in a statement.
“Make no mistake: the near elimination
of these national treasures is beyond belief.
These lands belong to the people, not corporate polluters.”
The administration is certain to be sued
immediately, likely by the Navajo Nation.
Legal experts, greens and nearby Indian
tribes say the Antiquities Act gives presidents
authority to create national monuments, but
not to make significant cuts to them or abolish
them altogether.
The argument has never been tested in
the federal courts, because although past
presidents have shrunk monuments, no one
has sued to stop those actions. Trump’s supporters say he has an inherent right to reduce
monuments, since he can create them at will.
Monday’s announcement is the first formal action from a comprehensive review
Zinke led of more than two dozen large

The justices said the cases were
moot since the orders had expired
and there was no longer a “live case
or controversy” to settle.
The 9th Circuit Court of Appeals
is scheduled to hear arguments in
Hawaii’s challenge to the ban on
Wednesday, while the 4th Circuit
Court of Appeals is scheduled
to hear arguments in the refugee

monuments. Zinke has reportedly recommended reductions and changes to other
national monuments, but the administration
has declined to make those recommendations
to Trump public.
“The president does not have the legal
authority to issue an order to shrink national
monuments, nor does he have the authority
to open these stunning, protected landscapes
up to dirty coal mining and oil drilling,” said
Heidi McIntosh, Rocky Mountains attorney
for Earthjustice. “This isn’t a ‘land grab’ —
it’s more like a land giveaway to the fossil
fuel industry.
Utah Rep. Rob Bishop (R), the chairman
of the Natural Resources Committee, has
introduced a bill to put new restrictions on
monument declarations under the law. His
committee approved the bill in October.
Reforming the Antiquities Act has been
a longtime goal for many Republicans and
industry groups in the West. Conservatives
argue the law, signed by President Theodore
Roosevelt, gives the president too much
control over public land preservation, while
ranchers, energy firms and others argue they
could use the land to grow their businesses.
Obama created Bears Ears in December
2016 to “protect some of our country’s
most important cultural treasures, including
abundant rock art, archeological sites, and
lands considered sacred by Native American
tribes.”
The monument creation came after decades of calls by American Indian tribes
and conservationists to protect the land and
culturally significant landscapes from development and damage.
The idea of protecting at least some of
the area had bipartisan support for years,
but Obama said he decided to designate the
monument after Congress failed to act.
Clinton created Grand Staircase, the largest land national monument in the country,
in the heat of the 1996 presidential election
season. It was designated largely to protect
the unique desert ecosystems from the threat
of a potential coal mine.
Bruce Babbitt, Clinton’s Interior secretary
who oversaw the creation of Grand Staircase,
recently said the monument roll-backs make
Trump a “vandal in our midst, coming in
person to lay waste to the land.”

groups’ challenge on Friday.
The 9th Circuit is based in San
Francisco, while the 4th Circuit is
based in Richmond, Va.
“In light of its decision to consider the case on an expedited basis,
we expect that the Court of Appeals
will render its decision with appropriate dispatch,” the Supreme Court
order said.
Department of Homeland Security acting Spokesman Tyler Houlton said the agency is pleased with
the Supreme Court’s decision and
will “continue to fully implement
the President’s robust and Constitutional counterterrorism agenda in
accordance with the law.”
“The frontline personnel of the
Department are committed to protecting the U.S. from threats across
the globe,” he said in a statement.
“The Administration’s common
sense travel restrictions on coun-

tries that do not meet basic security
standards and do not share critical
information with us about terrorists and criminals are designed
to defend the homeland and keep
Americans safe.”
In a statement Monday evening,
Jadwat, director of the Immigrant
Rights Project at the American Civil Liberties Union, said “President
Trump’s anti-Muslim prejudice is
no secret — he has repeatedly confirmed it, including just last week
on Twitter.”
“It’s unfortunate that the full ban
can move forward for now, but this
order does not address the merits of
our claims. We continue to stand
for freedom, equality, and for those
who are unfairly being separated
from their loved ones,” he said.
“We will be arguing Friday in the
Fourth Circuit that the ban should
ultimately be struck down.”
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POLITICAL ANALYSIS

Five things to know about Trump’s
national monuments executive order

By Devin Henry
The Hill
President Trump’s order shrinking two national monuments in
Utah on Monday raised the stakes
in a long-simmering fight over federal public land protections.
Trump decided to dramatically
shrink two large, controversial
monuments in Utah — Bears Ears
and Grand Staircase-Escalante
— after a months-long review by
Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke.
Conservationists slammed the
review, and Trump’s Monday announcement, while conservatives
cheered it and encouraged the
administration and lawmakers to
go even further.
Here’s five things to know about
the decision and the fight ahead.
The order is a win for
industry groups
and conservatives
Trump’s proclamation, which
opponents say is the largest monument reduction effort in American
history, was a major reward for
industry groups and conservatives,
especially in the West.
Industries ranging from mining
and oil drilling to ranching and
farming have long opposed presidential monument declarations,
saying they lock down valuable
federal land they could use to grow
their sectors.
Western conservatives have also
bristled at monument declarations,
which Trump equated Monday to
“federal overreach.” In shrinking
Bears Ears and Grand Staircase-Escalante, Trump was speaking their
language, warning Monday of
“abuses of the Antiquities Act” that
“have not just threatened your local
economies, they’ve threatened your
very way of life.”
“Under my administration, we
will advance that protection through

FBI

(Continued from Page 4)
moves closer to the White House.
In a string of tweets over the
weekend, Trump argued Clinton
received special treatment from
the FBI and that the agency was
damaged by former Director James
Comey’s leadership.
“After years of Comey, with
the phony and dishonest Clinton
investigation (and more), running
the FBI, its reputation is in Tatters
— worst in History! But fear not,
we will bring it back to greatness,”
Trump tweeted.
The president repeatedly cited
reports about Strzok, a top FBI
counterintelligence investigator
who also played a leading role in
the Clinton email probe in 2016,
which ended with no charges
brought against Trump’s Democratic opponent.
“Now it all starts to make sense!”
Trump tweeted.
Trump doubled down on that
argument on Monday, telling reporters it is “very unfair” Flynn was
charged with a crime and Clinton
was not.
Mueller has thus far charged

a truly representative process, one
that listens to local communities,
ones that know the land the best
and ones that cherish the land the
most,” he said.
“We will not only give back your
voice over your use of this land, we
will also restore your access and
your enjoyment,” he said.
The formerly protected land
is still in federal hands
Trump eliminated about 84 percent of Bears Ears and nearly half
of Grand Staircase-Escalante, but
that doesn’t mean the land will be
sold to private owners.
The parts of the monuments that
are no longer protected are still
owned by the federal government,
mostly the Interior Department’s
Bureau of Land Management.
That means any proposals by
private companies to develop the
land, mine on it, drill for oil or
natural gas or other major activities,
will have to undergo environmental
and other reviews.
Grand Staircase-Escalante had
been eyed in the 1990s for a potential mine. At Bears Ears, the
main new activity may simply be
grazing.
Oil and gas producers frequently

want to increase drilling on federal
land, but the industry says it’s not
interested in the Bears Ears land.
The formerly protected lands in
Utah are also unlikely to get into
private hands anytime soon. Zinke
has made a point of pushing back
strongly against conservatives who
want to sell large parcels of federal
land or give them to states, and
Trump has agreed with him.
A legal fight over the
Antiquities Act is coming
Even so, opponents of Trump’s
decision, including the Navajo
Nation, environmental groups and
outdoor equipment retailers, have
long promised to challenge in court
any decision from Trump to shrink
or rescind a national monument.
The Antiquities Act, a 111-yearold law signed by conservation
champion President Theodore Roosevelt, gives the president the power to set aside federally owned land
for conservation. While presidents
have used that power to modify
or shrink monuments in the past,
they have never done so as broadly
as Trump has, and that power has
never been tested in court.
That will change now, with
Trump opponents vowing to sue

over the changes he made Monday.
“Trump is attempting what
could be the largest rollback of
public lands protections in American history by axing the Grand
Staircase-Escalante and Bears Ears
National Monuments,” said Heidi
McIntosh, the Rocky Mountains
regional managing attorney for
Earthjustice, an environmental
law firm.
“But his executive order will be
illegal,” she said. “And it will be
met by a roar of disapproval from
the American people who love these
lands and by the formidable leadership of Native American tribes
for whom these lands are sacred.”
The Trump administration and
its allies insist the president has
the power to rescind monument
declarations.
Action on other
monuments may be next
Trump’s actions on monument
declarations may not be over.
Bears Ears and Grand Staircase-Escalante are two of 27 national monuments that Zinke considered this summer for a reduction
or elimination.
Zinke has said he did not recommend Trump eliminate any

monuments entirely, and he periodically announced the names of
monuments he would suggest the
president keep intact.
But the fate of several other
monuments is still up in the air. Zinke has said he recommended Trump
shrink “a handful” of monuments,
and media reports in September
suggested he could reduce or remove some restrictions on Oregon’s
Cascade-Siskiyou, Nevada’s Gold
Butte, Maine’s Katahdin and New
Mexico’s Organ Mountains-Desert
Peaks and Rio Grande Del Norte.
Congress gets a say on
Antiquities Act reform
Shrinking the two Utah monuments is a landmark moment in
the history of the Antiquities Act.
But conservatives are attempting
to revamp how the entire law itself
works.
The House Natural Resources
Committee approved a bill in
October that would restrict the
president’s ability to quickly and
unilaterally declare large national
monuments.
Republicans, including Natural
Resources Chairman Rob Bishop
(R-Utah), consider the bill an important check on presidential power, and they are intent on moving
the reform bill through Congress
this session.
“The next steps will be to move
beyond symbolic gestures of protection and create substantive protections and enforcement and codify in law a meaningful management
role for local governments, tribes
and other stakeholders,” Bishop
said in a Monday statement.
Democrats have vowed to resist
any effort to diminish the presidential monument-making power,
setting up potential fights if the
bill moves to the House floor and
the Senate.

four people in his investigation into
whether the Trump campaign coordinated with Russia’s election-meddling efforts, most recently Flynn,
who is widely viewed as the special
counsel’s biggest get.
Flynn’s decision to plead guilty
to lying to the FBI and cooperate
with Mueller is a sign of growing
trouble for other White House officials and possibly Trump himself,
according to legal experts.
The retired Army lieutenant
general was a close confidant of
Trump during the campaign and
spent nearly a month at the highest
levels of the White House, meaning
he could reveal damaging information to Mueller’s team.
The president has repeatedly
denied that he or anyone on his
campaign colluded with Russia,
but Mueller’s probe has expanded its scope to look into possible
obstruction of justice and financial
crimes, too.
In turn, some Trump allies are
urging a more aggressive response
from the White House to counter
Mueller’s investigation.
“Robert Mueller poses an ex-

istential threat to the Trump presidency,” Chris Ruddy, a Trump
friend and the CEO of Newsmax,
said Sunday on ABC News’s “This
Week.”
Asked about White House lawyers’ insistence the probe will wrap
up quickly, Ruddy responded,
“Well, I don’t know what they’re
smoking.”
“You get a picture that this
investigation is out to get the president,” he said. “And I’m actually
concerned, you know, that they’re
not going to be fair at the end of
the day.”
That line of thinking is more in
line with Trump’s natural instinct,
which is to punch back hard against
his opponents. It’s an attitude that

dates back to his real estate career,
when he was mentored by the hardcharging attorney Roy Cohn.
But Trump’s determination to
keep talking and tweeting about the
Russia investigation has frustrated
some in the White House.
The latest example is the president’s Saturday tweet claiming
Flynn had been fired over false
statements not only to Vice President Pence, but to the FBI — a
stunning claim that legal experts
said could open the president to
charges of obstruction of justice.
The message implied that
Trump had known Flynn made
false statements to agents about his
talks with Russia’s U.S. ambassador at the time he fired him, and

appeared to add new significance
to his decision to fire Comey, who
was investigating Flynn.
It forced the White House
to scramble to respond. One of
Trump’s lawyers, John Dowd, later
said he drafted the message — a detail that could limit the president’s
legal exposure.
By Monday, Dowd was arguing
the president, by nature, cannot
obstruct justice.
“The president cannot obstruct
justice because he is the chief law
enforcement officer under [the
Constitution’s Article II] and has
every right to express his view of
any case,” the attorney told multiple
news outlets.
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DOJ failed to interview FBI informant before it
filed charges in Russian nuclear bribery case

By John Solomon
The Hill
While he was Maryland’s chief
federal prosecutor, Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein’s
office failed to interview the undercover informant in the FBI’s
Russian nuclear bribery case before
it filed criminal charges in the case
in 2014, officials told The Hill.
And the prosecutors did not let a
grand jury hear from the paid informant before it handed up an indictment portraying him as a “victim”
of the Russian corruption scheme,
or fully review his extensive trove
of documents until months later, the
officials confirmed.
The decisions backfired after
prosecutors conducted more extensive debriefings of William Campbell in 2015, learning much more
about the extent of his undercover
activities and the transactions he
engaged in while under the FBI’s
direction, the officials said.
The debriefings forced prosecutors to recast their entire criminal case against former Russian
uranium industry executive Vadim
Mikerinn— removing the informant as a star witness and main
victim for the prosecution, the
officials added.
Justice Department officials
began briefing Congress last week,
divulging missteps in a case that
nonetheless proved the Russian
state-owned Rosatom was engaged
in criminal activity through its top
American executive beginning
in 2009, well before the Obama
administration made a series of
favorable decisions benefitting
Moscow’s nuclear giant.
Multiple House and Senate committees already are investigating
whether the FBI alerted President
Obama or his top aides to the Russian criminal activity, and plan to
interview the undercover informant
soon.
The new revelations, however,
could tip some scrutiny toward
federal prosecutors’ own conduct
in the case, a sensitive topic since
Rosenstein is now Justice’s No. 2
official and the supervisor of the
Russian election tampering special

Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein
counsel investigation.
FBI, they learned new information
Harvard law professor Alan about the sequence of transactions
Dershowitz said it was troubling he conducted while under the FBI’s
that prosecutors would ever bring a supervision as well as the extensive
case without talking first to a person nature of his counterintelligence
they portrayed in court as a victim, work for the U.S. government that
especially when that person was an went far beyond the Mikerin case
FBI informant available to them.
and dated to at least 2006, the of“I’ve never heard of such a case ficials said.
unless the victim is dead. I’ve never
“Based on what was learned,
heard of prosecutors making a ma- we decided to change the theory
jor case and not talking to the victim of the case. … A plea deal became
before you made it, especially when our goal so we wouldn’t have to
he was available to them through litigate or make an issue of some of
the FBI,” Dershowitz said.
the stuff he had done for CI (coun“It is negligence, and I’m sure terintelligence) purposes,” a source
there will be internal issues with directly familiar with the case said.
the Justice Department and U.S. atCampbell’s lawyer, Victoria
torney for making such an obvious Toensing, confirmed the Justice
mistake,” he said.
officials’ account. “The first time
Officials told The Hill that Mr. Campbell was interviewed by
prosecutors working for Rosenstein the U.S. Attorney’s office was after
first interviewed informant William the criminal complaint was filed,
Campbell after they had already and he was never brought before the
filed a sealed criminal complaint grand jury before the indictment,”
against Mikerin in July 2014.
she told The Hill.
Campbell got one debriefing afJustice officials said they knew
ter the criminal charges were filed, when they first brought the case
but was never brought before the that Campbell had been part of an
grand jury that indicted the Russian FBI-authorized, controlled bribery
figure in November 2014 even scheme, meaning he had permission
though the informer was portrayed to make payments to the Russians
as “Victim One” in that indictment, as kickbacks to further the investhe officials confirmed
tigation.
When prosecutors finally interThey declined to say why, with
viewed Campbell more extensively that knowledge, they initially
in early 2015 and reviewed all of portrayed Campbell in the indictthe records he had gathered for the ment as a “victim” of an extortion
scheme that began in November
2009 when the FBI had authorized
him to make regular kickback
payments of $50,000 in order to
keep his consulting work for the
Russians.
They said, however, they decided to pivot the case from extortion
to money laundering after the more
extensive 2015 debriefings revealed
nent director in November.
Immigration arrests surged in other transactions that pre-dated the
the first months of Trump’s pres- extortion charges.
One source familiar with the
idency, with the biggest increase
case
said extortion felt like a weaker
being arrests of immigrants without
charge
when Campbell was acting
criminal records. Trump camwith
the
FBI’s blessing, and that the
paigned on a hard-line immigration
stance, including strengthening
border security through a wall
with Mexico and cracking down on
illegal immigration and “sanctuary”
cities. In September, ICE arrested
hundreds of immigrants in a series
of crackdowns on sanctuary cities.
Trump’s demands for a border
wall intensified last week after an
undocumented immigrant was acquitted in the 2015 shooting death
of Kate Steinle.
ICE has faced backlash under
Trump for its increased crackdowns, particularly for the arrest of
a 10-year-old girl with cerebral palsy, who was detained after border
patrol agents staked out the hospital
where she was having emergency
surgery.

Trump has done more
for public safety than
last five presidents

By Avery Anapol
The Hill
President Trump’s director of
Immigration and Customs Enforcement on Monday said that
Trump has done more for public
safety than any of the previous five
presidents.
Thomas Homan said on “Fox
& Friends” that the president has
strengthened border security by
letting ICE officials “do their job.”
“This president has done more
for border security and public
safety than any of the six presidents
I’ve worked for,” he said. “Just
since his leadership in January,
border crossings are at a 45-year
low. Now that’s not a coincidence.
That’s because this president has
let the men and women of Border
Patrol and ICE do their job.”
Trump tapped Homan, who has
served ICE for more than 30 years,
as acting director of the agency
soon after he took office. Trump
nominated Homan as the perma-
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evidence of money laundering that
Campbell documented through secret accounts in Latvia and Cyprus
was irrefutable.
Campbell, who now has leukemia, also suffered an earlier bout
with cancer in the middle of the
case when a lesion was detected
on his brain. He survived, all the
while working undercover, but he
developed some memory issues
after treatment, sources said.
To compensate, he developed a
system of extensive note taking and
documentation with his FBI handlers through email to ensure facts
were captured before his memory
became hazy. A lot of those notes
did not get reviewed by prosecutors
until 2015, well after charges were
filed, the sources said.
The documentation shows
Campbell’s work had exposed
wide-ranging details about Russia’s
nuclear activities across the globe,
including efforts to corner the global uranium market, assist Iranian
nuclear ambitions and to criminally
compromise a U.S. trucking firm
that transported Russia’s nuclear
fuel, they said.
Officials said the investigation
and Campbell’s work from 2006
to 2013 fell under the FBI’s counterintelligence arm and Justice’s
national security division, and officials originally did not intend for
it to become a criminal case.
Justice officials originally hoped
they simply could use the threat
of criminal prosecution to “flip”
Mikerin as a cooperating asset, but
their confrontation with him at an
office building in 2014 failed to
persuade him to cooperate, sources
said.
Prosecutors in the U.S Attorney’s office in Maryland then assembled charges and an indictment,
using mostly information from the
FBI’s counterintelligence files and
interviews of Campbell done by an
Energy Department investigative
agent, officials said.
Mikerin was an icon in the Russian nuclear industry, a top executive of the state-controlled Rosatom
firm and its Tenex subsidiary and
the man Moscow sent to Washington in 2010 to oversee Vladimir
Putin’s plan to grow uranium sales
inside the United States under the
Obama administration.
The November 2014 indictment,
bearing Rosenstein’s name, charged
Mikerin with felony conspiracy to
interfere with interstate commerce
through extortion.
Court documents alleged Mikerin was part of a larger racketeering
scheme that also involved bribery,
kickbacks, and money laundering,
and that he demanded $50,000 in
regular kickbacks from Campbell
starting in November 2009 in order

for Campbell to keep his consulting
work for the Russians.
The court documents portrayed
Campbell alternatively as “Victim
One” or “Confidential Witness 1”
who came forward to report Mikerin’s wrongdoing and cooperate with
the FBI.
In fact, Campbell had been under the FBI’s control informing on
the Russian nuclear industry since
2006, had signed a formal nondisclosure agreement with the FBI in
2008 and eventually was rewarded
in 2016 with a $51,000 check for his
extensive counterintelligence work.
Mikerin eventually pled guilty
to a money laundering conspiracy charge and was sentenced in
December 2015 to 48 months in
prison.
A month later, the FBI paid
Campbell compensation of more
than $51,000, a transaction prosecutors did not learn about until The
Hill published a copy of the check
last month, officials said.
Congress is now investigating
the entire Russian nuclear bribery case after The Hill disclosed
Campbell’s work, with multiple
committees demanding to know
whether the FBI told the Obama
administration about Mikerin’s
criminality before the administration made favorable decisions that
rewarded Rosatom with billions of
dollars in new American nuclear
fuel contracts.
Justice officials began briefing
congressional officials this week,
starting with the Senate Judiciary
Committee. After the briefings end,
congressional investigators plan to
interview Campbell.
After Campbell’s name and
work surfaced, anonymous allegations surfaced in stories by Yahoo
and Reuters suggesting the Justice
Department had grave reservations
about Campbell’s credibility, in part
because he had three misdemeanor
alcohol arrests.
But officials told The Hill those
leaks were not authorized by the
Justice Department and did not reflect accurately the official thinking
of the department.
For instance, they said prosecutors had no concerns about Campbell’s three misdemeanor alcohol
arrests and that the FBI held the
informant in enough esteem to pay
him the check after the case ended.
And after prosecutors completed
three debriefings with Campbell,
they approved the payment in 2015
of the last of his expenses as an
undercover.
Prosecutors’ concerns primarily dealt with the sequence of
events and transactions surrounding Campbell’s undercover work
during the counterintelligence part
of the probe before criminal prosecutors got involved, officials said.
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Bannon recruiting anti-establishment “soldiers”
The Horn Editorial Staff
(HORN NEWS) — Steve Bannon has a stark message to Republican incumbents he considers part
of the establishment: “Nobody can
run and hide.”
President Donald Trump’s former chief strategist is promoting a
field of potential primary challengers to take on disfavored Republicans in Congress and step up for
open seats. Among the outsiders:
a convicted felon, a perennial candidate linked to an environmental
conspiracy theory and a Southern
lawmaker known for provocative
ethnic and racial comments.
It’s an insurgency that could
imperil Republican majorities in the
House and Senate. Bannon called it
a “populist nationalist conservative
revolt” in a speech to religious
conservatives in Washington on
Saturday.
The emerging Bannon class of
rabble-rousers shares limited ideological ties but a common intent
to upend Washington and knock
out Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell, R-Ky., standard-bearer
of the establishment.
So intent is Bannon on bringing
down McConnell that he laid down
this marker Saturday to some of the
incumbents at risk of a challenge
from his flank of the party: disavow
McConnell, satisfy other conditions
and possibly escape the wrath.
“Until that time,” he said, the
message to the elite is: “They’re
coming for you.”
The crop of outsider candidates
unnerves a GOP that lost seats —
and a shot at the Senate majority
— in 2010 and 2012 with political
novices and controversial nominees
and fears a stinging repeat in 2018.

“The main thing that binds
them together is a rejection of the
Republican Party establishment,
a rejection of the political elites,
the financial elites and the media
elites,” said Andy Surabian, a
former Bannon aide and senior adviser to the pro-Trump PAC Great
America Alliance.
Bannon told the religious conservatives that economic nationalism and anti-globalism, the same
forces he said elected Trump, can
overpower Republican elites.
“This is our war,” he said. “The
establishment started it. … You all
are gonna finish it.”
To escape it, he suggested, Senate incumbents can oppose McConnell, eliminate the filibuster that he
says is impeding Trump’s agenda
and denounce Tennessee Sen. Bob
Corker, a Republican who gave a
scorching appraisal of Trump as an
untethered leader who could lead
the U.S. into another world war.
Bannon singled out John Barrasso of Wyoming, Deb Fischer
of Nebraska and Dean Heller of
Nevada as senators who “vote the
right way” but did not step up to
condemn Corker. There’s still time

Trump claims ‘rigged
system’ destroyed Flynn’s
life, let Hillary off the hook

By Max Greenwood
The Hill
President Trump on Saturday
questioned whether his former
national security adviser Michael
Flynn was the victim of a “rigged
system” after he was indicted in
special counsel Robert Mueller’s
Russia probe.
In a series of tweets on Saturday,
Trump suggested Flynn had his life
“destroyed” for lying to the FBI,
while former Democratic rival
Hillary Clinton has got off free after
deleting emails.
“So General Flynn lies to the
FBI and his life is destroyed, while
Crooked Hillary Clinton, on that
now famous FBI holiday ‘interrogation’ with no swearing in and no
recording, lies many times...and
nothing happens to her? Rigged
system, or just a double standard?”
Trump wrote on Twitter.
In another tweet, Trump reignited his attacks on Clinton, asking
what the Justice Department would
do to punish her for deleting emails
that he suggested may have been
related to the FBI’s investigation
into her use of a private email server
during her tenure as secretary of
State.
“Many people in our Country
are asking what the ‘Justice’ Department is going to do about the
fact that totally Crooked Hillary,
AFTER receiving a subpoena from
the United States Congress, deleted
and ‘acid washed’ 33,000 Emails?
No justice!” he tweeted.
The president’s tweets came a
day after Flynn pleaded guilty to

lying to the FBI about his communications with then-Russian
Ambassador Sergey Kislyak in the
month before Trump took office.
Shortly after entering his guilty
plea on Friday, Flynn acknowledged in a statement that he is cooperating with Mueller’s investigation
into Russian meddling in the 2016
election and possible collusion
between the Trump campaign and
Moscow.
Trump and his allies, including
Flynn, have long suggested that
Clinton should have been punished
following the FBI’s investigation
into her use of a private email server, leading chants of “lock her up”
on the campaign trail.
The FBI investigation of Clinton
concluded last year, with the agency’s then-Director James Comey
recommending against charges for
the former secretary of State. He
said at the time that Clinton had
acted irresponsibly in her use of a
private server, but that her actions
did not warrant charges.
In his first substantial remarks
on Flynn’s guilty plea, Trump
tweeted on Saturday that he had
fired Flynn earlier this year because
the former national security adviser
had lied to Vice President Pence
and the FBI about his contacts with
Kislyak.
That tweet, however, was an
apparent shift from Trump’s initial
explanation of Flynn’s ouster in
February, when he said that it was
because he had misled Pence. He
made no mention of Flynn’s false
statements to the FBI at the time.

for a “mea culpa,” he said, implying
such senators could be spared his
insurgency if they toed his line.
Senate Republicans had been
upbeat about adding to their 52-48
majority, especially with Democrats defending more seats next
year, 10 in states Trump won in last
year’s presidential election.
But the Bannon challenge could
cost them, leaving incumbents on
the losing end in primaries or GOP
candidates roughed up for the general election.
Bannon helped elevate
twice-suspended Judge Roy Moore,
who won an Alabama runoff over
McConnell’s pick, Sen. Luther
Strange. Moore was removed from
office for refusing to remove a Ten
Commandments monument from
Alabama’s judicial building, then
suspended for insisting probate
judges refuse same-sex couples
marriage licenses. He faces Democrat Doug Jones in a December
election where polls find a single-digit lead for the Republican, a
remarkable development in Attorney General Jeff Sessions’ heavily
GOP state.
In West Virginia, the grassroots

conservative group Tea Party Express endorsed Patrick Morrissey,
also a Great America Alliance
choice, over establishment favorite
Rep. Evan Jenkins in a competitive
race to unseat Democratic Sen. Joe
Manchin.
Consider Mississippi, where
state Sen. Chris McDaniel lost
to veteran Sen. Thad Cochran in
2014, but is weighing a bid next
year against Roger Wicker, the
state’s other senator in the national
legislature.
McDaniel misdefined “mamacita,” the Spanish word for mommy,
as “hot mama,” and said he would
withhold his tax payments if the
government paid reparations for
slavery — comments he made years
earlier as a radio host but critics
unearthed during the campaign.
He also denounced a supporter
who photographed and posted an
image of Cochran’s bed-ridden
wife in 2014.
He argued in court that his
loss to Cochran was due in part
to Democrats, many of them African-American, fraudulently voting
in the primary. He’s back again and
speaking in Bannon terms.
“They will do anything, they
will say anything, to just maintain
a hold on power,” McDaniel said in
an Associated Press interview about
McConnell and his allies.
In Arizona, former state Sen.
Kelli Ward, who is challenging
Trump antagonist Sen. Jeff Flake,
remains known for entertaining the
debunked theory that jet aircraft are
used to affect the weather or poison
people intentionally.
Former New York Rep. Michael
Grimm, who spent eight months
in prison for federal tax evasion,

is challenging two-term Rep. Dan
Donovan — with the encouragement of Bannon.
In announcing his candidacy,
Grimm was apologetic for his
conviction. Still out there are viral
videos of him telling a television
reporter during an on-camera interview at the U.S. Capitol after a
question he didn’t like: “You ever
do that to me again, I’ll throw you
off this (expletive) balcony.”
House Speaker Paul Ryan,
R-Wis., is sticking with the incumbent: “I support Dan Donovan,
plain and simple,” Ryan said this
past week.
But he stopped short of suggesting Bannon stand down. “It’s a free
country,” he said.
In Nevada, Bannon is encouraging Republican Danny Tarkanian in
his challenge to Heller. Tarkanian,
son of famed basketball coach Jerry
Tarkanian, is 0-5 in state and federal
elections.
These outsiders share strong
opposition to increasing the nation’s debt even if it means an
economy-rattling default. They also
share unsparing criticism of congressional Republicans, especially
McConnell, for failing to dismantle
the Obama-era health care law, an
unfulfilled seven-year-old promise.
In Wyoming, Erik Prince, founder of security contractor Blackwater, is considering a Republican
primary challenge to Barrasso, a
senior member of the Senate GOP
leadership team. Bannon has urged
Prince, brother of Education Secretary Betsy DeVos, to run.
Bannon has given at least one
Senate incumbent — Texas Sen.
Ted Cruz — a pass, but not others.
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“Open Mic”
Every Tuesday and Thursday at 11:00 a.m., Gordon
Martines hosts “Open Mic,” a popular RadioTribune.
com show. The Anti-Corruption Coalition of Nevada is
the basis for and theme of “Open Mic.”
Gordon Martines was a career police officer with 39
years of on-the-job Law Enforcement experience. Past
cases involving Kevin Daley, Trayvon Cole and a variety
of other covered-up criminal cases, and a billion dollars
worth of missing taxpayer money, are discussed in depth
and at length on the show.
Martines spent four years as police officer with the
Hermosa Beach Police Department before moving here
and resuming his police career in Las Vegas as a Detective in the Robbery/Homicide Bureau, retiring from
the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department after 36
years of police service.
The amount of corruption and cover-ups by executive
Police Administrative officers witnessed by Martines
inside the department led to his decision to contest the
good ol’ boy’s club and run for Clark County Sheriff
three times against what he knew were almost insurmountable odds.
“Open Mic” carries the voice the LVMPD does not
want you to hear, yet it is always there, every Tuesday
and Thursday at 11:00 a.m. on www.radiotribune.com.
Tune in!
*****
“Face The Tribune”
Face the Tribune is heard every Monday through Friday at 12 noon, hosted by Rolando Larraz.
For the last five years “Face The Tribune” has been
the premier show for interviews with politicians, civil
service workers, government officials and activists, and a
voice for those everyday citizens who needed to air their
legal grievances. The Las Vegas Tribune newspaper has
been a part of the Las Vegas community for over 18 years
and is the only independent newspaper in Clark County.
“Face The Tribune” was established as a voice for the
people of Las Vegas and is the only news platform where
judges, city councilmen, local businessmen and women, as well as Mr. or Ms. Local Citizen, can voice their
opinions and share the issues that pertain to Las Vegas.
The show’s host, Rolando Larraz, has been a journalist
in Clark County for over 50 years. He has been a fixture
in the community and a highly respected publisher who
has covered local news and events in Las Vegas since the
mid-’60s. For stories and information not available anywhere else in Las Vegas, tune into “Face The Tribune”
Monday through Friday at 12:00 noon.
*****
COBRA USA with Blu Laker
A daily Radio show Monday through Friday 2:00 p.m.
with live guests on a variety of subjects.
Due to the importance of health care, its out-of-control

costs with no restraints,
millions of Americans are
unable to obtain it. Why?
Our elected officials have
it, they don’t need to worry.
But what about the people
they represent? Find out
why on Cobra USA.
C.O.B.R.A. by the way
is the 1985 Insurance Law
created by Ronald Reagan in 1985 for continuing health care coverage
of health insurance. We
talk about insurance, savings and options available
through King Cobra, the
intended amended ver-
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sion of the original Cobra
program. We invite you to
press Congress for parity in
health care live here at Radio Tribune. Call or email
us at Cobra.blulaker@
gmail.com or call (949)
467- 0613.
Cobra USA is hosted by
Blu Laker, an investigative
reporter who has seen medical programs that work
around the world, with
a cure to the healthcare
problem here. Join him in
these discussions to clear
the air so vital to survival
itself and what you can do

to help. The world has become so large, it’s getting
claustrophobic with traffic,
travel, taxes, soaring costs
for food, water, clothing
and shelter, and what are
we to do? Join us with
your wisdom and knowledge to make America
great again; together we
can make a difference. Let
me pick your brain for the
advancement of humanity.
We are controversial, conservative and considerate
of other people, even when
they may have different
opinions.

Face the
Tribune

‘Face the Tribune’ is hosted
by Rolando Larraz
Monday thru Friday
at 12 noon
on www.RadioTribune.com

COBRA USA
with Blu Laker

KIOF-LP 97.9 FM
PROGRAM SCHEDULE

Sunday 4:00 p.m.
Brian Church-Start Up.com
Sunday 8:00 p.m.
Craig Orndorff Show
Monday thru Friday 3:00 a.m.
Rolando Larraz Show
Monday thru Friday 11:00 p.m.
Blu Laker Cobra
Monday thru Saturday 10:00 a.m.
Paul and Dean Show
Monday thru Saturday 1:00 p.m.
Christina Marnescu Show
Monday Noon
Joe Morabito Business Mind
Monday and Wednesday 1:00 p.m.
Christina Marinescu Show
Saturday 8:00 a.m.
Aaron Clements & Jr. Mooney/CC Auto Show
Saturday 8:00 p.m.
Everything Old is New Again
Saturday 9:00 p.m.
Spud Goodman Show
KIOF-LP 97.9 FM is the #1 radio station in the Las
Vegas Valley. Something Old, Something New,
Traditional American,Just For You!
Always Las Vegas Strong, Where You Belong.
Broadcasting live from Downtown.
Always in Your Corner, Always all around.

400 S. 4th St., Suite 500
Las Vegas, NV 89101
(702) 425-4088

Monday thru Friday at 2:00 p.m.
on www.RadioTribune.com

Tune in to
RadioTribune
www.RadioTribune.com
New Call-In Line:
(702) 983-0711

Tune in and listen to those who will tell you the truth,
and nothing but the truth. You’ll discover different
personalities and hear different opinions, but when it
comes to the facts, you’ll always get the truth from us!
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A government big enough to give you everything you want, is strong enough to take everything you have. — Thomas Jefferson

Our Point of View

Our Wishes for a Better
Governmental New Year

Many Las Vegans may have been taken by surprise
with the news of Congressman Ruben Kihuen being a
pervert, but not those of us at the Las Vegas Tribune
newspaper.
We believe in the saying, “Tell me who your friends
are and that will show me who you are” and we all know
who Congressman Kihuen’s friends are.
Kihuen is known as the protégé of the octogenarian
former minority leader and the illegal Godfather of those
he once wanted to deport during his 1993 campaign,
Harry Reid.
Most elected Democrats want Kihuen to resign but
his arrogance does not let him make that decision, but
he should follow the pattern of his once political teacher
and mentor, former County Commission Chairman Dario
Herrera, and resign.
As the good Democrat that Kihuen is, he “doesn’t
recall” any of the circumstances the former staff member
described and went on to remind the constituents of his
district — and Nevadans as a whole — how good and
hard-working he is.
However, many people remember him as the Nevada
lawmaker who spent most of his time watching television talking about himself, and as one man said, “patting
himself on the back” since, if it were not for Harry Reid,
he would not have been elected to dog catcher.
History speaks for us; it is no secret that we do not
like Ruben Kihuen, but there should be a little more than
what his accuser wants to make us believe because so far
he is not as bad as his fellow Democrats who, as senior
citizens, want to still be another Hugh Hefner, the late
owner of Playboy magazine famous for having young
girls around him at all times, despite the fact that they are
married and have children old enough to run for office.
It is now pretty well known that many Democrats have
become infamous for their flirtatious nature, making unwanted passes, having extramarital affairs, for abusing
their power with interns and staff members who had no
choice but to accept their unsolicited advances or quit,
and even in one case for leaving their victim to drown in
a lake. But Ruben Kihuen is not in that category because
he is single, is not in a relationship that we know of;
however, he should be a little more sensitive to his position and keep his hands tied in the back and his mouth
taped shut when it comes to staff or anyone else that has
to do with his political career; Kihuen should keep his
political life way separate from his “male necessities.”
We see the Ruben Kihuen story as a good example
as what we all are used to seeing as the political pattern
that has existed for eternity and that has to come to an
end, regardless of party affiliation.
If we can be a nation that can accept same sex marriage, overcome the old-fashioned mentality that biracial
relationships are not allowed, and have transgender
persons running for political office, we can also be a
nation wherein men do not feel superior to women and
politicians do not live under the assumption that they are
superior to those who elected them to office.
Want changes? Then we need changes in many places, starting with those who profess one thing, then do
something else. Let’s find a way to be more honest with
each other and let hypocrisy be a thing of the past.
We are only weeks from the new year; let’s start that
New Year with new resolutions that we can keep and
promises that we can live with: changes that we all
know need to be made and improvements that have been
needed for a very long time, creating a new hope that
we all can live with.
As a nation we need to work on bettering ourselves,
we need to see our elected officials respect all citizens
more, and we need those officials to realize that they are
not better than the rest of the nation.
Let’s make this new year the year when we have our
elected officials feel and be as equal to us as possible,
having the same insurance benefits and the same retirement plans as the rest of the American people.
We would like to see the U.S. Senators and House
Representatives have the same term limits as the president of the United States, with two four-year terms
like everyone else in office, making this a fair-minded
country in the eyes of the world.
We would also like to see a more transparent and level-headed, fair-minded government, creating a more truly
democratic-run nation wherein we all have respect for
each and all others, and appreciation for our differences;
and above all, along with that respect for each other,
respect for the values of this great nation.

Sanctuary city suit makes
political, not legal case

By Thomas Mitchell
enacted, this measure will add a new
The American Civil Liberties
section to the Nevada Constitution
Union of Nevada filed a lawsuit this
that will prohibit the legislature, a
past week in Carson City attempting
county or city from enacting a law or
to block the voters from having a say
ordinance, or otherwise adopting, enon an initiative petition that would
forcing or endorsing a policy which
amend the state Constitution to
prohibits or discourages cooperation
prohibit sanctuary cities in Nevada.
with the enforcement of the immiACLU of Nevada Executive
gration laws of the United States. To
Director Tod Story was quoted in a
become effective this measure must
press release as saying, “This pointbe approved by a majority voters in
less, poorly crafted petition would
two general elections.”
only serve to alienate Nevada’s
The press was not able to obtain
immigrant communities from local
a reaction from Roberson about the
ThoMaS MiTchell
police officers and vital government
ACLU suit.
To put the measure on the 2018 ballot backers must
services, making our communities more vulnerable to
obtain 112,544 signatures by June. It would need to be
crime and overall worse off.”
Frankly, that is a political argument as to whether approved by a majority in 2018 and 2020 to become
the voters should reject the amendment, not a legal law.
The ACLU press release also quoted suit plaintiff
argument for preventing the voters from voicing their
Xiomara Rodriguez of the nonprofit Tu Casa Latina,
opinions.
The petition filed with the Nevada Secretary of “We know that this policy will endanger immigrant
State in October is being advanced by the Prevent communities. We’ve already seen victims of workSanctuary Cities Political Action Committee, which is place harassment or domestic violence refuse to call
headed up by Republican state Senate leader Michael the police because they’re afraid of being torn away
from their families. If local police become immigration
Roberson.
(See Mitchell, Page 12)
The description of effect of the initiative reads, “If

Kate Steinle’s murder acquittal
verdict is a travesty of justice

By Perly Viasmensky
I was waiting, probably as many other people were,
for the result of the Kate Steinle case, the young and
beautiful woman killed in a San Francisco Bay pier
by an undocumented homeless Mexican man.
I always wondered why this man re-entered the
country five different times to be homeless in a foreign land.
Jose Ines Garcia Zarate, a 45-year-old Mexican
citizen who was released from County Jail before the
killing despite a federal request that he be held for
his sixth deportation, was convicted of a single lesser
charge of being a felon in possession of a gun.
A jury handed a stunning acquittal on murder and
manslaughter charges. Garcia Zarate was charged from
the beginning with murder; prosecutors gave the jury
the option of convicting him of first-degree murder,
second-degree murder, or involuntary manslaughter.
Jurors rejected all three.

This man faces a sentence of 16 months in state
prison. He has already served well over two years in
jail and gets credit for that time, meaning that he will
be free to troll the street of San Francisco or any other
sanctuary city, to kill again.
According to Asian-American Public Defender Jeff
Adachi, whose office represented Garcia Zarate, his
client was “extremely relieved, because he knew what
was at stake — his life was at stake.” It is the duty of
any defense attorney, public or private, to defend his
or her client, even knowing that the person is guilty,
but who cares for the valuable life of Kate Steinle?
The lead defense attorney, Matt Gonzalez, whose
mother is from Jalisco, Mexico and his father from Laredo, Texas probably inspired by his Mexican ancestors,
had a different opinion, saying, “From day one, this
case was used as a means to foment hate, to foment
division, to foment a program of mass deportation,
(See Viasmensky, Page 14)

ON A PERSONAL NOTE

Pre-Christmas thoughts as we
consider the Spirit of Christmas

By Maramis
worth it: we deserve diamonds and
We’ve kinda sorta gotten to be a
furs and expensive jewelry and such,
very self-centered, selfish, and unand the high-end retailers who know
caring-about-others nation in many
their business will spare no expense
ways. If judged by our news, there’s
to remind us of what we apparently
no letup in man’s inhumanity to man
really want for Christmas in their
at this time of year, as the uncaring
glossy paper ads and enticing TV
and downright mean-spirited ones
commercials. (More jobs for those
fling unkind and even crude and rude
who are brought on just to fill the
remarks at one another, whether in
need at Christmas Time. We really
person or on social media such as
don’t have to buy those furs and
Facebook, even if such remarks can
diamonds and such.)
lead a more delicate natured teenager
Thank goodness that there are still
to commit suicide (as has happened
those who carry not only the true
MaraMiS choufani
meaning of Christmas in their hearts, but the true meanmore times than we care to count).
And there’s ever more creative ways of stealing ing of brotherhood, and even life itself, all year long.
I doubt if all the complaining about the commercialwhat people have, be it from the rich — who have
what thieves would consider more than they need — or ization of Christmas that we hear at this time of year
the less fortunate, who have little enough to just get will ever stop those whose paychecks depend on more
by, with the thief thinking he has a right to it more sales and more profits during this biggest of all sales
than they do.
events of the whole year (Christmas shopping), and
And our advertisements at this time of the year, would we really be willing to shut down all the jobs that
which are there to remind us that we need to think of depend on those extra sales? Perhaps we ought to just
ourselves (if not first, than foremost) because we’re
(See Maramis, Page 14)
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Assembly Republicans: Nevada’s
political gang that ‘Can’t Shoot Straight’

By Chuck Muth
The history of what passes for
“leadership” in the Republican caucus of the Nevada State Assembly
for the past 25 years is filled with
examples of moderate, wishywashy, go-along-to-get-along, youget-the-gold-mine-we-get-the-shaft
JV’ers who had legislative circles
run around them by their Democrat
colleagues.
And those were the good ol’
days. Things are about to get worse.
Thanks to the “red wave” in
2014, Republicans ended up in the
majority in the Legislature’s lower
house for the first time since 1985.
And as Republicans are wont to
do, immediately proceeded to blow
their opportunity by passing the
largest tax hike in Nevada history.
As the saying goes, you can’t
fix stupid.
The inevitable result: Voters
ousted these tax-hiking, sell-out
Republicans from their majority
status in last year’s election. Democrats didn’t “win.” Republicans lost
In fact, 10 of the 13 Assembly

CHUCK MUTH
Republicans who voted for that
$1.4 billion tax hike are no longer in
the Legislature. And the remaining
three are still high up on the political endangered species list.
But if you think Assembly Republicans have learned their lesson,
think again
After tax-hiking Minority Leader Paul Anderson quit the Assembly
a couple months back and “cashed
in” by nabbing a cushy government “juice” job, the caucus
foolishly elected Assemblyman
Jim Wheeler (R-Douglas County)

to run their show.
You remember Jim Wheeler.
He’s the guy caught on tape a few
years back saying that if a majority
of his constituents wanted to bring
back slavery, he’d vote for it —
which set off a national firestorm
of outrage and ridicule.
But Wheeler was re-elected in
2014 thanks to the overwhelming
majority of GOP voters registered
in his district. And after having
successfully dodged that political
bullet, Wheeler began to weasel
his way into caucus leadership —
ironically, considering the nature of
the controversy, being tapped in the
2015 session as minority “whip.”
And in his power-seeking efforts to ingratiate himself with the
Republican establishment, Wheeler
started playing the Carson City
swamp’s version of “Let’s Make a
Deal” and abandoned his previously professed conservative principles
in the interest of “compromise.”
Meet the new boss; same as the
old boss.
How did Assembly Republi-

Jim Wheeler’s Hypothetical Slavery Vote
— The Colbert report, Comedy Central
cans get to this low point? Simple. Wheeler will surely be ousted from
Within the GOP caucus the estab- his new perch as unceremoniously
lishment moderates still outnumber as former Minority Leader Pat “The
the true conservatives. And the Appeaser” Hickey was after the
moderates, seeing Assemblyman 2014 election.
Wheeler-Dealer’s metamorphosis,
So it should come as no surprise
crowned him as their new Lord of that even though the caucus voted
the Flies.
to support ALL incumbents next
But if conservatives manage to year, Wheeler is reportedly now
gain a majority of the Republican making private calls to donors
(See Muth, Page 14)
caucus in next year’s elections,

MaCe yaMPoLSKy
himself as devoted to law and order is now in a public dispute with
the country’s top law enforcement
agents.
FBI Fidelity, Bravery, and
Integrity — Or Fumbling
Bumbling Idiots
Thomas O’Connor, the president
of the association representing
F.B.I. agents, defended their integ-

rity in a statement: “F.B.I. agents
are dedicated to their mission,”
asserting that they demonstrated
“unwavering integrity and professionalism” on the job. “Suggesting
otherwise is simply false,” he
added.
On Friday, Michael T. Flynn, the
former national security adviser,
admitted that he had lied to the
F.B.I. about his conversations with
the Russian ambassador during the
presidential transition. As part of
the bureau’s inquiry, the special
counsel, Robert S. Mueller III, is
believed to be examining whether
Mr. Trump obstructed justice by
firing James B. Comey, the F.B.I.
director, who was overseeing the
inquiry. Mr. Comey has said Mr.
Trump asked him to drop the investigation into Mr. Flynn.
But on Sunday, the president
condemned Mr. Comey as a liar,
saying that “I never asked Comey
to stop investigating Flynn” and
that Mr. Comey had harmed the

bureau and its employees. He also
accused the bureau’s agents of
spending years pursing a “phony
and dishonest” investigation into
the email server of his 2016 rival,
Hillary Clinton.
Comey Speak With Forked
Tongue Says Trump
Mr. Trump’s fury at those investigating him stunned even
those with fresh memories of his
repeated attempts over the past year
to disparage intelligence agencies,
the State Department and other
parts of his government. Senator
Dianne Feinstein of California,
the top Democrat on the Judiciary
Committee, said the frenzied nature
of the president’s tweets suggested
that he knew that Mr. Mueller was
building an obstruction of justice
case against him. (The Best Defense IS A Good Offense) “I see
it in the hyper-frenetic attitude of
the White House, the comments
every day, the continual tweets,”
Ms. Feinstein said on NBC’s “Meet

Bad FBI! Is it on Santa’s Naughty List too?

By Mace yampolsky
As the F.B.I.’s Russia investigation draws closer to him, President
Trump, on Sunday, unleashed
an extraordinary assault on the
nation’s premier law enforcement
agency, calling it a biased institution whose reputation for fairness
was “in tatters.”
In a series of early-morning
tweets, Mr. Trump said the F.B.I.’s
standing was now “the worst in
history” The attack was one of
the harshest in a generation on an
independent agency that two days
earlier had helped secure a guilty
plea and a pledge of cooperation
from the president’s first national
security adviser.
Current and former F.B.I. officials, historians and lawmakers
rebuked the president over his
efforts to undermine the F.B.I.’s
credibility as it investigates whether
his campaign colluded with Russian
officials to sway the 2016 election.
A president who has positioned

the Press” on Sunday.
Eric H. Holder Jr., who was
President Barack Obama’s first
attorney general, responded to the
president’s tweets with one of his
own defending the bureau. “You’ll
find integrity and honesty at FBI
headquarters and not at 1600 Penn.
Ave right now,” Mr. Holder wrote.
From Russia With Love
As he sought to discredit the
Russia inquiry, which he has long
called a political “witch hunt,” Mr.
Trump on Sunday seized on reports
that Mr. Mueller had removed a veteran FBI agent because he sent text
messages that appeared to express
views critical of Trump.
In several tweets, the president
harshly criticized the agent, Peter
Strzok, who had previously helped
lead the 2016 investigation into
whether Mrs. Clinton had mishandled classified information on her
private email account. Mr. Strzok is
considered one of the bureau’s most
(See Mace, Page 14)

Mr. President, tell your lawyers: ‘You’re Fired!’

Larry Klayman counters those claiming Flynn matter not a problem for Trump

By Larry Klayman
No matter how hard President
Trump’s lawyers try to spin it, or
favorably disposed media try to
downplay it, the criminal charges
filed today, with the entry of a plea
against and cooperation agreement
concerning retired Gen. Michael
Flynn, do not bode well for the
White House. Flynn pleaded guilty
of one count of lying to the Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI), and
with yet another leak from the
special counsel it appears that no
jail time will be recommended,
only probation, if Flynn cooperates with Mueller and his team of
Trump-hating leftist and Muslim
lawyers and gives up the goods on
the president, his associates and
his family. Indeed, the speaking
criminal information made public
today in the open court of the
Honorable Rudolph Cantreras
speaks to Flynn’s admissions of
likely so-called collusion (however
legal in reality) with Russia over
the removal of sanctions imposed
by former President Barack Obama.
While the usual inexperienced
political pundits on the conservative side of the spectrum rushed
to made glowing assessments
that if this is all Mueller has, then
President Trump is “out of the
woods,” those with any degree of
real criminal defense experience,
particularly in the legal culture
of the Washington, D.C. swamp,
know better.
The simple and hard fact is this:
Given all of the illegal grand jury
leaks of the Mueller prosecutors
over the last many months that
Flynn would ultimately be indicted

Larry KLayMan
for several alleged crimes, some
of which if provable are very serious, the general pleading only
to this very limited charge shows
that the special counsel got a lot
in exchange, implicating, at best,
those in and around the president
for other alleged crimes. While I
believe Flynn to be an honorable
man and hero, the other hard fact
is that Mueller and his hack prosecutors were without any doubt
threatening to destroy him, his son
and his family if the general did not
“turn state’s evidence.”
And, as the old adage goes, a
sinking and drowning man will
grab on to anything to save his life,
even if the suborned perjury at the
request of Mueller is necessary to
save oneself and his family.
That in simple terms is why
today’s events, caused by a special
counsel who is the product of both
the Democratic and Republican
establishments – most of whom
would like to see the Trump presidency incinerated short of a nuclear

attack by North Korea – is so dangerous for the president and all of
his men and women who, only for
now, have been left standing. And,
to underscore the partisanship of
Mueller, he chose to make his plea
and cooperation agreement with
Flynn known in open court, and
elsewhere, on the very day of President Trump’s biggest legislative
triumph to date: the passage by the
U.S. Senate of tax reform, after the
House of Representatives voted
similarly a few weeks ago.
Mueller thus intended to take the
media focus away from this Trump
victory by smearing him with the
Flynn criminal charges, plea and
a cooperation agreement before a
federal judge in Washington, D.C.,
who was nominated by former
President Barack Obama. While I
am not casting any aspersions on
Judge Cantreras, one hopes that he
will administer to the sentencing of
Flynn impartially, as well as address
any further criminal leaks of grand
jury information by Mueller and his
prosecutors.
I fully expect that over this
weekend we will hear a drumbeat
from the president’s lawyers, Ty
Cobb, John Dowd and especially
Jay Sekulow, the latter of whom has
taken on the role of legal spokesperson, that all is well in Gotham.
And, while I like Jay and think that
he is a fine religious-rights lawyer
at the American Center for Law
and Justice, he, like his other two
colleagues, is ill-suited to now wage
a strong defense of the president
and those around him in the months
ahead.
Indeed, Ty Cobb, the great-great-

grandson of the famous baseball
player, has “struck out.” And, I have
had my own experience with Cobb
during the Clinton years, when he
ran interference for the Bonnie
and Clyde of American politics
by representing John Huang, the
suspected communist Chinese
spy Bill and Hill placed at Ron
Brown’s Commerce Department.
There, Huang, who had worked for
the Chinese Riady family and its
Lippo Bank before moving to the
Democratic National Committee
and then Commerce, was believed
to have passed classified economic
information to the Chinese as a quid
pro quo for the Chinese government
illegally lining the coffers of the
Clinton-Gore re-election campaign
in 1996.
Not coincidentally, the Riady
family were huge donors to Bill
Clinton when he ran for governor
of Arkansas and later the presidency. In several depositions I took
of Huang, where he was held in
contempt by a federal magistrate
judge over 150 times for refusing
to answer my questions under oath,
Cobb was present to protect not
just his client but also the Clintons.
Why, then, would President Trump
want him as his criminal defense
counsel?
As for John Dowd, he is pure Republican establishment, that same
establishment that has repeatedly
tried to drive a stake in the president’s heart. And, Jay Sekulow,
while loyal to the president, lacks
the experience and thus depth to
represent him in a criminal defense
setting.
Now that Mueller’s handwriting

is on the “Trump White House
Wall,” the president must now be
true to himself and his instincts and
retain seasoned and hard-hitting
criminal defense lawyers outside
of the incestuous Washington,
D.C., legal swamp – where most
attorneys put their own clubby political and other interests ahead of
their clients. The best defense for
the president is a good offense. In
this way he can keep the ball away
from the Mueller team.
At Freedom Watch I filed suit
late last week to have Mueller removed as special counsel based on
the continuing criminal leaks and
conflicts of interest. You can see our
complaint at www.freedomwatchusa.org. It’s time the president hire
lawyers who will also go on the
offense and not only join our case,
but also sue Mueller and his friend
James Comey for the illegal wiretaps and unmasking the FBI and
Obama administration initiated on
the Trump Tower and team.
Now is not the time for President
Trump to listen to his legal defense
team and be consoled that all is
going well. It’s time to wake up and
with new lawyers go on the offense
before it is too late. In the famous
words of The Donald, “Your fired!”
At this perilous point, the president
does not need any more ill-suited
conflicted, weak and inexperienced
“apprentices”!
*****
Larry Klayman is a former Justice Department prosecutor and
the founder of Judicial Watch and
Freedom Watch. His latest book is
“Whores: Why and How I Came to
Fight the Establishment.”
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A New Foreign Policy of “Principled Realism”

By José Azel
American foreign policy has
historically fluctuated between
two competing approaches that
transcend our left-right political
spectrum. Political scientists label
these schools of thought Idealism
and Realism.
Idealism holds that the purpose
of U.S. foreign policy is to advance
American values by fomenting
freedom and democracy throughout the world. The ultimate goal
of Idealism is to bring about a
just and peaceful world by ending
tyrannies. In the idealist view, the
United States should engage in
humanitarian missions, military interventions, and nation building, to
advance this goal. Idealists believe
that U.S. foreign policy should not
be determined by what is best for
the United States, but by what is,
morally, the right thing to do.
In contrast, Realism holds that
the purpose of U.S. foreign policy
is to secure America’s national interest. Realists believe that moral
principles are incompatible with the
protection of our national interest.
Interests come before values, and
U.S. foreign policy should set aside
moral considerations, and focus on
whatever works.
Because interests are placed before values, foreign policy Realism
enables policymakers to immorally
embrace tyrannical regimes as
President Obama did with Iran and
Cuba in the name of the national
interest.
President Trump has been very
critical of Obama’s realist-inspired
foreign policy as well as of the
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idealistic interventions favored by
President Bush. President Trump’s
foreign policy will not follow
the Idealist approach of military
interventions or nation building
designed to foment freedom and
democracy throughout the world.
Nor, will his foreign policy pursue
national interests devoid of moral
principles as in the Realist tradition.
President Trump’s foreign policy
breaks from Idealism and Realism
into a new foreign policy doctrine
the President has labeled “Principled Realism.” Two recent overt
military actions are illustrative of
what the President means by principled realism.
First, the attack with Tomahawk
cruise missiles on the Al Shayrat
airbase, home of the Syrian warplanes that had carried out chemical
attacks against civilians; the attack
was timely, focused and proportional.
Second, the first use ever, in

eastern Afghanistan, of the Massive
Ordinance Air Blast (MOAB) that
targeted an ISIS tunnel and cave
complex; according to military analysts, the MOAB was precisely the
right weapon for that target.
Independently of their military
efficacy, both of these actions
signaled an approach that, while
in-line with our values, does not
commit U.S. resources beyond
what is necessary to protect our national interest and to make a point.
And, on June 16, the President,
outlining his new U.S.-Cuba policy, explicitly referred to his Cuba
foreign policy approach as: “the
United States is adopting a principled realism, rooted in our values,
shared interests, and common
sense. We will not be silent in the
face of communist oppression any
longer… America will expose the
crimes of the Castro regime and
stand with the Cuban people in their
struggle for freedom.”
Given Cuba’s intransigence,
the new policy is an intelligent,
measured, and practical approach
that, while not prohibiting travel to,
or doing business in Cuba, forbids
Americans from doing business in
partnership with the Cuban military.
The policy focuses directly on the
adversary: The Cuban military.
In practice, American travelers
will not be able to stay in the hotels
of the Cuban Armed Forces but can
stay in individually owned facilities. Doing business with the Cuban
people is encouraged, but doing
business with the military dictatorship is prohibited. The policy seeks
to limit cash flows to the military

enterprises while increasing cash
flows to the people. Symbolically
and practically, it embraces the
oppressed and not the oppressors.
Principled realism opens up
diplomatic possibilities anchored
on the intersection of our values
and our interests. President Trump’s
foreign policy will not be one that
puts fear in the minds of oppressive
regimes as some had hoped. Dictatorships offend our values, but not
necessarily our national interests.
The new U.S.-Cuba policy emphasizes our democratic values, but
allows for negotiations responsive
to the requirements of U.S. national
interests. It is a policy of principled
realism.
The symbolism of a change to

ON THE HOLMES FRONT

a policy that now embraces our
values was richly expressed by U.S.
Congressman Mario Diaz-Balart:
“We will no longer have to witness
the embarrassing spectacle of an
American president doing the wave
at a baseball game with a ruthless
dictator.”
*****
José Azel left Cuba in 1961 as a
13 year-old political exile in what
has been dubbed Operation Pedro
Pan — the largest unaccompanied
child refugee movement in the history of the Western Hemisphere.
He is currently dedicated to the indepth analyses of Cuba’s economic,
social and political state, with a
keen interest in post-Castro-Cuba
strategies.

Soros plots the future of the Trump-hating ‘alt-left’

By Frank Holmes
In November, while normal people were making plans for Thanksgiving, liberal billionaire George
Soros and his cronies were making
plans to take over the world.
Soros and dozens of deep-pocketed donors huddled behind closed
doors to decide how to use their
billions to defeat President Donald
Trump.
Documents made available to
The Horn News reveal the mega-billionaires are plotting to turn
every state in America into a little
version of California!
The shadowy ultra-liberals met
at the posh La Costa Resort in
southern California for the fall
meeting of the “Democracy Alliance.” But their real agenda is to
make sure patriotic Americans lose
control of their country forever.
The secretive group’s agenda
describes its fall meeting (Nov.
15-18) as a “safe place” where everything that’s discussed – and even
who was there – “should remain
confidential.”
If a reporter calls, Soros strictly
told them not to answer any questions. Instead, they’re supposed to
e-mail Elizabeth Bartolomeo right
away.
Just take one look at their agenda, which was obtained by The
Horn, and it’s easy to see why.
The Democracy Alliance was
founded by George Soros so that
he and his fellow billionaires could
force America to follow their leftwing dictates.
Members have to give $200,000
a year to left-wing political outfits
selected by its board, on top of
$30,000 in annual membership
dues.
So far, the group has steered
half-a-billion dollars to far-Left
organizations like the ACLU,
Planned Parenthood, the Women’s
March, Media Matters, and front
groups run by Obama and Clinton’s
henchmen.
Every few months, its members
decide who gets their money – and
this year they decided they have to
destroy Donald Trump before they
permanently transform America
into a banana republic.
Even the title of the conference,
“Beyond #Resistance: Reclaiming
our Progressive Future,” shows that
Soros is obsessed with Trump.
The Democracy Alliance’s president called Trump’s election in
2016 “the most cataclysmic election of modern history.”
The meeting was supposed to
let Soros and his minions plan how
to “stiffen and amplify Democratic
opposition” to Trump – especially
his tax and infrastructure plans –
but that’s just a means to an end.
George Soros and his billionaire

buddies have a bigger goal: They
want to own and control every
state in the country, just like they
do California
The meeting – held just 50
miles from the Mexican border –
praised “California’s progressive
template.” They’ve seen how billionaire donors, open borders, and
radical liberal politicians changed
the Golden State into their own
private fiefdom.
A generation ago, it was a Republican state that elected Ronald
Reagan governor. Now it’s a leftwing cesspool of crime and corruption that’s $1.3 trillion in debt.
This is their “template” for
America!
They want to start by defeating
Trump at every turn.
A group calling itself the “Patriotic Millionaires” told the donors
to present President Trump’s tax
cuts as a gift to the rich, and paying
sky-high taxes as a patriotic duty.
Maybe it’s just us, but having
the same people who cheered for
our armed forces to fail in Iraq call
themselves “patriotic” is a little
too much.
They plan to use the same playbook against plans to rebuild American infrastructure. They even want
to save Obamacare from its death
spiral.
Tom Steyer, who just started a
$20 million campaign to impeach
Trump, is a member of the Democracy Alliance, too.
After they “resist” Trump, that’s
when the real transformation of our
country begins.
They dedicated whole workshops to “winning in the states
– girding up for 2018,” especially
“prosecutor races” – which makes it
easier to impeach Republicans and
throw their conservative opponents
in the slammer.

They plan to “fight for dreamers” (illegal aliens) and fight against
religious freedom.
The coup de grace is changing
the American voting system — permanently stacking the deck against
middle America in the name of
“election security.”
They plan to ramp up talk that
Russians interfered in 2016 – so
they can change voting laws in time
for the 2018 and 2020 elections.
They’ve even started in some states.
They called in a “special ap-

pearance” from one of their test
cases. Democrat Ralph Northam
won the Virginia governor’s race
in a squeaker – because his Democrat predecessor gave hundreds of
thousands of ex-convicts the right
to vote.
“Are there lessons in this for
2018?” their official agenda asks.
They sure think so. Aside from
Northam, they showered praise on
the head of the New Virginia Majority, a lady named Tram Nguyen, for
her role in getting ex-cons the right
to vote – and her “engagement efforts that have touched more than 1
million voters of color in Virginia.”
Having murderers, rapists, and
other recent inmates vote is one
part of their plan. Another is getting
illegal aliens into the ballot box.
The Democracy Alliance hosted
a presentation by Marian Schneider,
who helped oversee Pennsylvania’s
online voting system.
This is the same voting system
that has 1,160 illegal voter registrations from people who aren’t even
American citizens! (Read about the
details here.)
What he can’t win, George Soros is willing to steal. The meeting
had a presentation from Barbara
Simmons, who a report called “The
Future of Voting: End-to-End Verifiable Internet Voting.”
She wants all voting to take
place on the internet. Imagine how
easy it would be to manipulate that!

States are going back to paper ballots because of alleged irregularities
with electronic voting machines.
The Democracy Alliance plans
to take George Soros’ secret plan to
every Republican state in the country, starting with the ones that have
the most Electoral College votes.
Presenters at the hush-hush meeting
came from groups with names like
the Texas Organizing Project and
the New Florida Majority.
Once Texas and Florida become
blue states like California, conservatives will lose the presidency…
forever.
Then Soros can turn America
into California – a state where
innocent girls are gunned down
in sanctuary cities, trash lines the
highways, welfare fraud is rampant,
and Soros and his fellow super-rich
elites drive their limousines to gated communities while an increasingly poor and desperate middle
class fights illegal immigrants for
jobs, bureaucrats for their salary,
and gangs for their survival.
As we get more details of Soros’
secret plan, and he and his cronies
move to radically transform America, we’ll keep you posted.
*****
Frank Holmes is a reporter for
The Horn News. He is a veteran
journalist and an outspoken conservative that talks about the news
that was in his weekly article, “On
The Holmes Front.”

is deceptive or misleading because
it fails to provide any information
about the effects of enactment. Perhaps that is because any such effort
to do so would be wildly speculative and subject to being challenged
by the likes of the ACLU no matter
what was said.
The courts should shunt this
attempt to prevent the voters from

deciding this matter. Let the voters
decide, one way or the other.
*****
Thomas Mitchell is a former
newspaper editor who now writes
conservative/libertarian columns
for weekly papers in Nevada.
You may email Mitchell at thomasmnv@yahoo.com. He blogs at
http://4thst8.wordpress.com/.
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(Continued from Page 10)
agents, there’s a very real possibility these communities will face
more abuse.”
Former Washoe County Sheriff
Michael Haley, also a plaintiff in
the suit, was quoted as saying,
“We know that compelling local
law enforcement to enforce federal immigration law is actually
harmful to public safety. Police are
less likely to receive valuable information or tips from communities
that are terrified of facing possible
deportation. It has the potential to
increase crime and harm the entire
community. Fundamentally this
initiative undermines our ability to
keep our communities safe.”
Again, political arguments not
legal ones. Any other laws the
police should ignore in order to
endear themselves with certain
communities?
During this past legislative
session, Democrats tried to push
legislation limiting the role of law
enforcement in cooperating with
immigration enforcement agencies.
Roberson fought the efforts and the
bill died.
The only legal argument the
ACLU makes is that the petition

Why did Flynn lie and why did
Mueller charge him with lying?
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By Alan M. Dershowitz
The Hill opinion contributor
The charge to which retired Lt. Gen.
Michael Flynn has pleaded guilty may tell
us a great deal about the Robert Mueller
investigation.
The first question is, why did Flynn lie?
People who lie to the FBI generally do so
because, if they told the truth, they would be
admitting to a crime. But the two conversations that Flynn falsely denied having were
not criminal. He may have believed they were
criminal but, if he did, he was wrong.
Consider his request to Sergey I. Kislyak,
Russian ambassador to the U.S., to delay or
oppose a United Nations Security Council
vote on an anti-Israel resolution that the
outgoing Obama administration refused to
veto. Not only was that request not criminal,
it was the right thing to do. President Obama’s
unilateral decision to change decades-long
American policy by not vetoing a perniciously one-sided anti-Israel resolution was
opposed by Congress and by most Americans. It was not good for America, for Israel
or for peace. It was done out of Obama’s
personal pique against Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu rather than on principle.
Many Americans of both parties, including me, urged the lame-duck Obama not to tie
the hands of the president-elect by allowing
the passage of a resolution that would make
it more difficult to achieve a negotiated peace
in the Middle East.
As the president-elect, Donald Trump
was constitutionally and politically entitled
to try to protect his ability to broker a fair
peace between the Israelis and Palestinians by
urging all members of the Security Council
to vote against or delay the enactment of the
resolution. The fact that such efforts to do the
right thing did not succeed does not diminish
the correctness of the effort. I wish it had succeeded. We would be in a better place today.
Some left-wing pundits, who know better, are trotting out the Logan Act, which,
if it were the law, would prohibit private

citizens (including presidents-elect) from
negotiating with foreign governments. But
this anachronistic law hasn’t been used for
more than 200 years. Under the principle of
desuetude — a legal doctrine that prohibits
the selective resurrection of a statute that
has not been used for many decades — it
is dead-letter. Moreover, the Logan Act is
unconstitutional insofar as it prohibits the
exercise of free speech.
If it were good law, former presidents
Ronald Reagan and Jimmy Carter would have
been prosecuted: Reagan for negotiating with
Iran’s ayatollahs when he was president-elect,
to delay releasing the American hostages
until he was sworn in; Carter for advising
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat to reject
President Clinton’s peace offer in 2000-2001.
Moreover, Jesse Jackson, Jane Fonda, Dennis
Rodman and others who have negotiated with
North Korea and other rogue regimes would
have gone to prison.
So there was nothing criminal about
Flynn’s request of Kislyak, even if he were
instructed to do so by higher-ups in the
Trump transition team. The same is true of his
discussions regarding sanctions. The president-elect is entitled to have different policies
about sanctions and to have his transition

team discuss them with Russian officials.
This is the way The New York Times has
put it: “Mr. Flynn’s discussions with Sergey
I. Kislyak, the Russian ambassador, were part
of a coordinated effort by Mr. Trump’s aides
to create foreign policy before they were in
power, documents released as part of Mr.
Flynn’s plea agreement show. Their efforts
undermined the existing policy of President
Barack Obama and flouted a warning from
a senior Obama administration official to
stop meddling in foreign affairs before the
inauguration.”
If that characterization is accurate, it
demonstrates conclusively that the Flynn
conversations were political and not criminal.
Flouting a warning from the Obama administration to stop meddling may be a political sin
(though some would call it a political virtue)
but it most assuredly is not a crime.
So why did Flynn lie about these conversations, and were his lies even material to
Mueller’s criminal investigation if they were
not about crimes?
The second question is why did Mueller
charge Flynn only with lying? The last thing
a prosecutor ever wants to do is to charge a
key witness with lying.
A witness such as Flynn who has admitted

he lied — whether or not to cover up a crime
— is a tainted witness who is unlikely to be
believed by jurors who know he’s made a
deal to protect himself and his son. They will
suspect that he is not only “singing for his
supper” but that he may be “composing” as
well — that is, telling the prosecutor what he
wants to hear, even if it is exaggerated or flatout false. A “bought” witness knows that the
“better” his testimony, the sweeter the deal he
will get. That’s why prosecutors postpone the
sentencing until after the witness has testified,
because experience has taught them that you
can’t “buy” a witness; you can only “rent “
them for as long as you have the sword of
Damocles hanging over them.
So, despite the banner headlines calling
the Flynn guilty plea a “thunderclap,” I think
it may be a show of weakness on the part
of the special council rather than a sign of
strength. So far he has had to charge potential
witnesses with crimes that bear little or no relationship to any possible crimes committed
by current White House incumbents. Mueller
would have much preferred to indict Flynn
for conspiracy or some other crime directly
involving other people, but he apparently
lacks the evidence to do so.
I do not believe he will indict anyone under the Logan Act. If he were to do so, that
would be unethical and irresponsible. Nor do
I think he will charge President Trump with
any crimes growing out of the president’s
exercise of his constitutional authority to fire
the director of the FBI or to ask him not to
prosecute Flynn.
The investigation will probably not end
quickly, but it may end with, not a thunderclap, but several whimpers.
*****
Alan M. Dershowitz is the Felix Frankfurter Professor of Law, Emeritus, at Harvard
Law School and author of “Trumped Up:
How Criminalizing Politics is Dangerous
to Democracy.” Follow him on Twitter @
AlanDersh and on Facebook @AlanMDershowitz.

Sanctuary city policies are ruining California

By Jen Kerns
The Hill opinion contributor
The verdict in the Kate Steinle
murder case is a slap in the face
to every law-abiding American
citizen.
Years of California leaders harboring illegal immigrants have led
to this willful and awful occurrence
in San Francisco — a killer walking
free despite being in this country
illegally, being deported five times,
and despite being a seven-time
convicted felon.
San Francisco’s “sanctuary city”
policy is bringing shame upon the
once-Golden State in a turn of
events that President Trump called
“disgraceful.”
The worst part? It could have all
been avoided.
To understand how we got
here, one must understand how
liberal politics have played out in
California.
Progressives in California over
the last ten years have increasingly
placed the so-called “rights” of
illegal immigrants over the public
safety of its residents.
San Francisco Mayor Edwin
Lee once called illegal immigration
“part of the DNA of the city.”

Even California’s Attorney General Xavier Becerra — the man
responsible for upholding the law
— is ironically for actually breaking federal immigration law.
Their choices have proven to
have deadly consequences.
Whether it’s the case of Kate
Steinle who was shot in the back
while showing her dad the beautiful
piers in San Francisco, or whether it
was high school football star Jamiel
Shaw’s life ending on the sidewalk
in front of his house in South Central Los Angeles, California leaders
have blood on their hands.
Public safety is the reason I left
California at the end of 2012.
As Democrats promoted sanctuary city policies and Governor Jerry

By Arthur Dong
The Hill opinion contributor
Having completed a whirlwind
12-day tour of East Asia with stops
in Japan, South Korea, Vietnam,
China and the Philippines last
month, President Donald Trump declared the trip a resounding success.
While in China, the president
was given a warm welcome by
Chinese President Xi Jinping, who
spared no effort honoring the U.S.
president and First Lady Melania
Trump. As noted by media, the two
leaders seem to have developed a
very good personal rapport with
one another and even a degree of
bonhomie, as evidenced by the
many personal flourishes between
the two.
On his return to the Oval Office, President Trump signaled
the possibility of initiating trade
action against China. Specifically,
he directed the U.S. Department
of Commerce to cite China with
unfair trade practice as it applies
to the importation of China made
steel and aluminum.
This move has many puzzled.
Why the about-face? This move
seems at odds to the goodwill enjoyed between the two on this most
recent summit.
In actuality, the divergence between words and deeds should not
come as a surprise. With tensions
escalating on the Korean Penin-

sula, the president is prepared to
link economic interest to security
interest and use that as a catalyst
to motivate China to do more with
regard to North Korea.
There is a clear and present danger presented to the United States
and its allies should North Korea
successfully develop a nuclear
weapon with long-range delivery
capability. The security interests at
stake cannot be overstated given the
nature of the threat.
The United States has demonstrated great restraint with regard
to North Korea. Time and again,
diplomatic dialog and economic
sanction has been preferred over
overt military action. As North
Korea continues on its path toward
the development of ballistic missile
capability, a point of no return may
come. This is a high stakes game
that will lead to very dire outcomes.
What are the stakes for China?
If things spiral out of control, China
will have a lot to lose. Since the
1980s China’s rise and economic
transformation was accomplished
through manufacturing and exports.
In the ensuing decades leading
to the present, China enjoyed the
benefits of becoming the world’s
factory floor, exporting all manner
of consumer goods and industrial
products. As the Cold War drew to a
close and the Soviet bloc collapsed,
China found itself at a crossroads.

Brown began his early prisoner release program of convicted felons,
drug dealers and other offenders,
I no longer felt safe as a single
female walking home from work
in California.
Now in California, 13,500 inmates are released early every
month due to overcrowding. That’s
an increase of 34 percent over just
the last few years according to the
Los Angeles Times.
All of this comes at a time when
illegal immigrant criminal activity
is drowning the state’s resources.
Already, approximately one-fourth
of the prison inmate population are
illegal immigrants being housed on
the taxpayers’ dime.
While liberals often suggest that

the illegal immigrant population
is relatively low and therefore
no threat to public safety, federal
crime statistics show that a heavy
percentage of inmates, criminal
offenders and murderers are illegal
immigrants. According to an article earlier this year at TheHill, “a
population of just over 3.5 percent
residing in the U.S. unlawfully
committed 22 percent to 37 percent
of all murders in the nation.”
In the Kate Steinle murder case,
we knew so little about the violent
illegal immigrant offender that he
was actually indicted under another
name. Initially, he was reported to
be Juan Francisco Lopez-Sanchez,
but the name under which he was
just acquitted last night is Jose Ines
Garcia Zarate. It begs the question,
if we can’t even verify a person’s
true identity should they really be
in our country walking our streets
among the public?
The evidence clearly shows that
illegal immigrants’s criminal activity increasingly places law-abiding
American citizens at risk.
That an entire state would allow
its residents to be placed beneath
the rights of illegal criminal immigrants is a travesty. The fact that

liberals even suggest that those who
have no legal claim to residence
here even have “rights” is a laughable premise to begin with.
The sad news is that with California now becoming a “sanctuary
state” this problem will continue
to grow, and the public safety will
continue to be placed at risk.
When not corrected, history will
repeat itself.
So, who will be the next Kate
Steinle?
We don’t yet know her name, but
you can bet that this scenario will
undoubtedly and ever so tragically
play out again on the national stage.
*****
Jen Kerns served as the Spokeswoman for the California Republican Party. A two-time appointee of
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger,
she went on to serve as spokeswoman and communications director for
the victorious Prop. 8 campaign
in California, the Howard Jarvis
Taxpayers Association, Americans
for Prosperity in California, and
numerous rare successful Statewide
races as a Republican press secretary. She departed California at
the end of 2012 over public safety
concerns.

economic and social progress. More
often than not, economic progress
is accompanied by the stability that
peace offers. Instability and wars
lead to a disruption in trade. Cargoes cannot be shipped and transit
secured if chaos prevails.
The Roman Empire lasted as
long as it did due to the overwhelming might of the Roman legion.
Roman fighting forces possessed
such lethal military capability that
rival states and tribes dare not
provoke Rome lest they suffer the
consequences.
Under the Roman Peace or “Pax

Romana,” allied regions and tribes
conformed to Roman authority
because their lives were far more
predictable and secure knowing the
Roman army was around to police
the territory.
The same can be said to hold true
today. China has enjoyed over three
decades of uninterrupted, stable and
rising trade. It’s cargoes of clothing,
consumer goods and iPhones get to
their intended destinations safely
and efficiently as a result of the
peace that has been secured by the
United States and the protective
umbrella of its extensive navy.
The same can be said of the
many imports that transit to China,
including its vital energy imports
from the Middle East. A destabilized Korean Peninsula can change
all of that. War is by its very nature
destabilizing, carrying with it a
wide range of disruptions including
trade.
When viewed in this manner, it
is not in China’s vested interest to
allow a destabilized and potentially
war-torn North Korea. Perhaps
President Trump’s latest move was
meant as a reminder of that.
*****
Arthur Dong is a professor
at Georgetown University’s McDonough School of Business. He
specializes in legal and business
engagements between China and
the United States.

Trump’s about-face on China motivated by North Korea

They asked themselves whether
it would be better to sell to the
former Soviet republics or to sell
to the United States. China chose
the United States and rightly so. It
was far better to sell products into
a market that had both the size and
wealth to purchase its products.
As a result, China’s rise was
accompanied by having the right
friends in the right places. China’s
growth would not have gone as far
and as fast had the United States not
opened its markets to its prodigious
export machine.
History offers us lessons on
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(Continued from Page 11)
experienced and trusted counterintelligence investigators.
“Report: ‘ANTI-TRUMP FBI
AGENT LED CLINTON EMAIL
PROBE,’” Mr. Trump said in his
10th tweet on Sunday, which by the
early evening had been retweeted
more than 24,000 times. “Now it
all starts to make sense!”
I Am The Executive Branch
Most presidents enter the Oval
Office with an instinct to defend and
promote the integrity and capabilities of the nation’s law enforcement
agencies.
Mr. Trump arrived with a different compulsion, fueled by a
belief that intelligence and law
enforcement officials were stoking

questions about the legitimacy of
his election victory.
By suggesting — as he has
before — that the F.B.I. and other
agencies are motivated by politics,
Mr. Trump again embraced the kind
of suspicions that feed conspiracy
theories about a “deep state” operating with a secret bias against him.
Still, even though Mr. Trump’s
attacks on government agencies
are now a familiar theme, former
F.B.I. officials and veteran observers of the agency said they were
surprised at the ease with which the
president sought to defend himself
by attacking the reputations of Mr.
Comey, Mr. Mueller, Mr. Strzok
and the 35,000 people who work
at the F.B.I.

(Continued from Page 11)
urging them not to contribute to
the re-election campaign of at least
one of his conservative colleagues,
Assemblyman Jim Marchant.
This is NOT good.
Power is a powerful aphrodisiac.
Wheeler has gotten a taste of it and
has become addicted. He won’t
give it up without a fight — even
if it means once again selling out
conservatives. The more things
change…
*****
Merry Christmas,
Nevada Taxpayers!
Michelle “On Your Side”
Mortensen definitely made Santa’s
“Nice” list this year
The conservative Republican,
who recently left KLAS-TV8 as
its consumer advocate to run for

Nevada’s 3rd congressional district
seat, signed the Taxpayer Protection
Pledge — sponsored by our friend
Grover Norquist of Americans for
Tax Reform — with me and Santa
his own self as witnesses! (See
photo below)
For more information on Michelle, visit: michellemortensen.
com.
Of the four announced GOP
candidates for this seat, only
Dave McKeon remains on Santa’s
“Naughty” list of those who have
NOT signed the Pledge.
Chuck Muth is president of
Citizen Outreach, a non-profit
public policy grassroots advocacy
organization and publisher of NevadaNewsandViews.com. He may
be reached by email at cmuth@
lasvegastribune.com.
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Mueller Hates Me,
Can’t You See?
Robert E. Anderson Jr., a former
top spy hunter at the bureau, said
the president’s comments would
have a dispiriting effect on F.B.I.
morale, especially among those
who are not involved in political
investigations.
“You’ve got men and women
working tirelessly in every corner
of this world to protect the United
States and its people,” Mr. Anderson said. “When he says what he
says, it’s an insult and it’s degrading
to the men and women who are
sacrificing their lives to protect this
great nation.”
Mr. Anderson also came to the
defense of Mr. Strzok, calling him
“one of the most methodical, most
meticulous, hard-working counterintelligence experts in the entire
United States intelligence community.” Mr. Anderson said Mr. Strzok
“never displayed political bias.”
The president retweeted a Twitter post urging Christopher A.
Wray, the current F.B.I. director,
to “clean house” at the agency. In
a statement on Sunday, Attorney
General Jeff Sessions said he had
directed Mr. Wray to “review the
information available on this and
other matters and promptly make
any necessary changes.”
FBI: Police Thyself!
Mr. Trump has repeatedly described the F.B.I. as an agency in
turmoil, often blaming Mr. Comey
— a “showboat” and a “grandstander” — for losing support among
rank-and-file agents. He cited such
supposed turmoil when he fired Mr.
Comey in May. But several years of
internal employee surveys by the
F.B.I. undercut that claim, showing
that employees gave Mr. Comey
high marks for his leadership.
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(Continued from Page 10)
finally admit that those who feel the
need to spend more than they have,
or to buy more than they “need” to,
or who just like feeling the good
feelings that come with buying and
then giving — maybe in addition to
everything else they may do during
this season of goodwill to all — is
their business and not anybody
else’s concern.
But for those who have ever
complained (silently or out loud)
about all that commercialization,
why not start your own way of
“fighting back,” or taking a stand
for fostering what you believe is the
true way to celebrate Christmas?
It is my contention that to do that
one does not need to dispense with
gift-giving. Who has never experienced that little burst of sweet inner
happiness or joy that came with
receiving a little gift from an unexpected source? (What about that
plate of your neighbor’s homemade
cookies, or a friend’s first batch of
homemade jam? Or what about a
coworker who just happened to
come across a keychain with your
rather unusual name on it? One of
my favorite gifts was an old box of
slightly misshapen candles wrapped
in reused Christmas paper, given to
me by a young Spanish-speaking
man that I had often spoken to at
my bus stop, and who I often shared
a bus seat with on many sunshiney
or chilly winter mornings. It came
with a little hand-written note addressed to me by name. “Thank you
for your friendly,” was all it said. It
touched my heart.)
So what can Christmas activists
do to please their own hearts and
take a stand for real Christmas
spirit? I would suggest first and
foremost to be aware of all their
own possible “could-be Christmas
Time rage” — that feeling of stress
that seeps out at unexpected times

And since taking over four
months ago, Mr. Wray has repeatedly praised the bureau’s workforce.
In a speech in October, Mr. Wray
described the bureau’s employees
as “outstanding and dedicated.”
“I wake up every day fired up to
come to work — to be part of this
extraordinary group — and to see
where we can go next,” he said.
Mr. Trump’s efforts to shift attention away from Mr. Flynn’s guilty
plea began Saturday night, when
he assailed the Justice Department
for its handling of the Clinton email
investigation and questioned the
department’s dedication to living
up to its name.
Flynn: Can You Trust Him?
“Many people in our Country
are asking what the ‘Justice’ Department is going to do about the
fact that totally Crooked Hillary,
AFTER receiving a subpoena from
the United States Congress, deleted
and ‘acid washed’ 33,000 Emails?”
he wrote referring to messages that
Mrs. Clinton’s lawyers had deemed
unrelated to her government work.
“No justice!”
In another tweet Saturday night,
Mr. Trump accused the F.B.I. of
destroying Mr. Flynn’s life for
his lying to agents, while letting
“Crooked Hillary Clinton” off easy
for what he said were her own lies
to agents. “Rigged system, or just a
double standard?” he said.
But Mr. Trump appears to remain especially fixated on Mr.
Comey, who testified before Congress in June that the president had
asked him to drop the inquiry into
Mr. Flynn’s activities one day after
Mr. Trump had fired Mr. Flynn. Mr.
Comey declined to do so, and the
president fired Mr. Comey several
months later.
Comey: Can You Trust Him?
Trump Tweeted: After years

(Continued from Page 10)
and I believe today is a vindication for the rights of
immigrants.”
Mr. Matt Gonzalez probably feels that way because
it was not his daughter, his sister or his mother who
had their heart lacerated by a criminal hand. Can Mr.
Gonzalez tell us who is going to vindicate Kate Steinle?
Mr. Gonzalez went on to say that Garcia Zarate has
spent much of his adult life behind bars, was living on
the street before the shooting, and has a second-grade
education and he did not fully understand what the
officers were asking him through an officer’s Spanish
translation.
If he has spent much of his adult life behind bars, I
am sure it was not for being good, innocent and naïve.
Mexico also has adult education centers; if he did
not receive more than a second-grade education it is
likely because he didn’t care much about anything. I’m
also surprised he didn’t understand his own language.
He understood very well when he crossed the border
five different times.
When city prosecutors discharged the case, the

and turns into the cross word at the
salesgirl, or the finger-out-the-window at that thoughtless driver, or
the brusque dealing with a stranger
or even a friend when in a hurry.
Being aware of one’s automatic
behavior comes first; then it follows
— as night the day — one must also
be aware of one’s chosen behavior.
What would one choose to do that
would show one’s goodwill? Give
bigger tips? Offer kind words to
passing strangers? Offer to share
a burger and fries with that hungry
man standing outside of the fast
food restaurant, hoping to see a
half-eaten sandwich left behind? Or
could one’s goodwill even extend
to offering to buy a jacket for the
shivering child standing next to
her mother, sheltering her from the
cold, in the doorway?
How about forgiveness? Is there
anyone in your life that you left
behind with no intention of ever
seeing again because of what that
person did? Even in giving out
lavish amounts of goodwill through
forgiveness, remember: while you
may want to have a forgiving heart,
there are deeds that cannot be open
to forgiveness if the offending party
is still offending, or cannot in any
way see that your forgiveness has
any meaning in his or her life.
How about service? Would anyone you know love to have a day off
from housework, childcare, doing
laundry, or chores of any kind? If
you are known to be trustworthy
and capable of taking over for a
couple of hours or more, could you
not offer that as your gift, just as
the little drummer boy offered his
pa rum pum pum pum?
How about offering a job to a
capable ex-con? Imagine the joy
in the ex-con’s personal Mudville
to know that he will be able to buy
food and have a roof over his head

thanks to your kindness and trust.
Trusting in someone can often help
a person to live up to deserving that
trust, and it helps raise both human
beings to a higher level.
How about starting a “Blessing
dollars” envelope to give out as
needed, whether to someone who
is short of bus fare, short of that
last dollar at the grocery checkout,
or wishing she could buy a slice
of pie to go with her coffee at the
diner? See the opportunities. Be
creative in your kindness. (And by
the way, don’t let your kindness be
“random”; allow it to become a part
of you all year long.)
I’d love to know how some of
you choose to be creative in your
Christmas Time activism — not
necessarily to “revolt” against the
commercialization of Christmas
(remember all those jobs that would
disappear, meaning also those
seasonal paychecks that help out
those seasonal workers with their
often desperate need for a little
more cash during the cold winter
season) — so feel free, if you wish,
to drop me a line to let me know.
It’s not about bragging or trying to
get credit or kudos for what you do;
it’s just about sharing and helping
others imagine what they can do to
spread the Christmas spirit as they
would like to see it spread.
There’s plenty of time left to
give in your own special way, and
plenty of time to spread the Christmas love that is the foundation of
the holiday. Go forth and activate
your own Christmas spirit as you
see fit!
*****
Maramis Choufani is the Managing Editor of the Las Vegas
Tribune. She writes a weekly column in this newspaper. To contact
Maramis, email her at maramis@
lasvegastribune.com.

of Comey, with the phony and
dishonest Clinton investigation
(and more), running the FBI, its
reputation is in Tatters — worst in
History! But fear not, we will bring
it back to greatness.
On Sunday, Dec. 3, 2017 Mr.
Trump blamed “years of Comey”
at the helm of the F.B.I. for what
he views as the damage to its reputation.
FBI Is In Tatters:
Can You Trust Them?
“After years of Comey, with
the phony and dishonest Clinton
investigation (and more), running
the FBI, its reputation is in Tatters
— worst in History!” Mr. Trump
wrote. “But fear not, we will bring
it back to greatness.”
The tweet drew a sharp rebuke
from Mr. Holder. “The FBI’s reputation is not in ‘tatters,’” Mr. Holder
wrote on Twitter. “It’s composed of
the same dedicated men and women
who have always worked there and
who do a great, apolitical job.”
I’ve had my run-ins with the
FBI, but I never thought that the
bureau was in tatters. I’m not sure
what Flynn will say. I believe there
will be some connection to the
Trump team, whether it flows all
the way to the Donald, who knows?
I suspect not. I don’t think that he
is micro manager. Whenever his
mind is made up, he never lets the
facts confuse him! He talks about
fake news. He is the king of the
fake facts! Stay Tuned. The best is
yet to come.
*****
For more information regarding
Nevada laws, or if you feel your
rights have been violated, please
call Mace Yampolsky & Associates.
Call or text us at (702) 385-9777.
We are available 24/7 for emergencies. If you need help, CALL NOW
before it is too late. We can help!

Sheriff’s Department released Jose Ines Garcia Zarate
despite a federal request to hold him for deportation.
Then Sheriff Rostam “Ross” Mirkarimi cited the
city’s sanctuary policies, which limit local cooperation
with immigration enforcement and seek to encourage
undocumented people to feel comfortable having a
relationship with city agencies. Maybe this is one of the
many reasons the Persian Mirkarimi lost his reelection.
In a release statement, Tom Homan, the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement Deputy Director
said, “We will work to take custody of Mr. Garcia
Zarate and ultimately remove him from the country.”
They better hurry up because apparently Jose Ines
Garcia Zarate is one of those who say: “A mi la Migra
me hace los mandados,” (The “Migra” make the errands for me). You throw him out by Nogales and he
comes back by El Paso. Throw him out by Calexico
and he returns by San Diego.
Perly Viasmensky is the General Manager of the
Las Vegas Tribune. She writes a weekly column in this
newspaper. To contact Perly Viasmensky, email her at
pviasmensky@lasvegas tribune.com.
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Jason Tenner, “Purple Reign,”
The Prince Tribute Show Artist
By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by Sandy Zimmerman
Performing his tribute to Prince
has become so natural to Jason
Tenner after almost 21 years. Jason knows every nuance, facial
expressions, subtle differences, and
even Prince’s body language. Jason
presents an authentic recreation in
his Tribute to Prince.
Those who had the opportunity
to see Prince will be the first to
notice Jason’s uncanny, on-the-spot
similarities, the entire “Prince”
feeling is there on the stage.
The audience is thrilled by the
flamboyant Jason Tenner’s sincere
tribute. Jason has a flair for showman as he puts a little extra into
each song.
The audience looks up when
Jason Tenner enters almost hidden
among the colorful smoke effects,
he walks down the stairs and finally
the smoke clears and everyone can
see him.
With special effects, dramatic
lighting, and smoke as well as new
costumes and dance numbers, this
production show really uses most of
the Tropicana’s large stage with a
high riser. “Purple Reign” appears
in the Tropicana’s famous Folies
Bergere showroom.
You’ll enjoy hearing Prince’s
famous songs.
On November 17, 2008 “Purple
Reign” became the first ever tribute/
impersonator act to appear as the
musical guest on Late Show with
David Letterman.
That show was chosen by CBS

and Late Show to ring in the New
Year and re-aired January 1st, 2009
at 12:15 a.m. (New Year’s Eve) less
than 45 days later, making it the 1st
musical performance of 2009 on
Letterman.

’09 also saw “Purple Reign”
crowned “Best Tribute Act” by
the 28th annual Las Vegas Review
Journal Poll, winning two awards
by both the staff and readers.
Tenner’s Neo-Funk/Soul-Rock
sound combines driving rhythms,
catchy melodies and a poetically
lyrical depth that heralds the arrival
of a significant new artistic voice
carried by a dynamic, veteran live
stage performer.
Few original artists appear as a
musical guest on Late Show with
David Letterman and spend 18
years starring in and producing an
award winning Las Vegas Tribute

Show before they release their 1st
original song. Now, after almost
two decades of performing live for
audiences from all over the world
as the star of Purple Reign, THE
Prince Tribute Show, Jason Tenner
has released the 1st single, entitled
“Shake”, off of his self titled, Summer 2015 EP. “Shake” is available
for download now on iTunes and
200 other digital music retailers
worldwide.
Jason Tenner stars in “Purple
Reign The Prince Tribute Show,”
presented by Reign Entertainment
Productions, Inc., at the Tropicana
Hotel, Time: Wednesday-Saturday,

9 p.m., Mezzanine: $49.98; General Admission: $69.99; Preferred:
$89.99; VIP: $99.99; Ages 16 and
up. All attendees must have a ticket. No food or outside drinks. No
smoking. No backpacks.
*****
Award-winning syndicated columnist Sandy Zimmerman is a
Show and Dining reviewer as well
as travel, health, luxury living and
more. Sandy is talk show host of
Sandy Zimmerman’s Las Vegas TV.
For information, questions, or to
recommend subjects, please call
(702)-731-6491 or email www.
sandyzimm2003@yahoo.com.
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New Year’s Eve — El Segundo

By Mike Kermani
Las Vegas Tribune
Say Adios to 2017! Tacos, Margaritas, Live DJ. $45 Prix Fixe
Menu, $45 Open Bar Package, $80
Dinner & Open Bar Package per
person plus tax and gratuity; reservations accepted, 702-258-1211,
www.elsegundosol.com.
*****

TRAVIS TRITT AT
THE INTERNATIONAL
AT THE WESTGATE
LAS VEGAS RESORT
Travis Tritt is scheduled to
perform at The International at
the Westgate Las Vegas Resort &
Casino on December 8th and December 9th.
More than 25 years after Travis
Tritt launched his music career,
the Grammy award-winning artist
continues to sell-out shows and stay
true and relevant to Country music
fans across the globe. A Marietta,
Ga. native, Travis Tritt is dubbed
one of “The Class of ‘89,” which
included Country music superstars
Garth Brooks, Clint Black and Alan
Jackson; all of whom dominated the
charts in the early ‘90s. Among his
eleven studio albums and numerous
charted singles are nineteen Top 10
hits, including “Modern Day Bonnie and Clyde,” “Here’s A Quarter”
and “It’s A Great Day To Be Alive.”
His 25 year career has produced
millions in album sales, two Grammy award wins and multiple No. 1
singles on the Country radio charts.
Most recently, Tritt released a special live 2-disc CD and DVD, titled
A Man and His Guitar – Live From
The Franklin Theatre.
*****

SIN CITY OPERA PRESENTS
OPERA IN THE MOVIES
Selections from The Godfather,
Casino, Wall Street, The Fifth
Element, Shawshank Redemption,
Moonstruck, Pretty Woman, A
Room with a View, Up, The Untouchables, and Good fellows.
Get something back with every
donation this #GivingTuesday from
Sin City Opera. Any $100 donation
TODAY gets you a PAIR of ticket
to OPERA IN THE MOVIES —
Summerlin Library, February 10th
at 7 p.m. or 11th at 3 p.m. Sin City
Opera is a registered non-profit
501(c)3.
*****
HARD ROCK HOTEL &
CASINO LAS VEGAS
TRANSFORMS INTO
NATIONAL FINALS RODEO
HEADQUARTERS, DEC. 7-16
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Las
Vegas, an official National Finals
Rodeo (NFR) host hostel, transforms into the ultimate headquarters with themed menus, country
music entertainment, viewing
parties and room specials from
Wednesday, Dec. 7 to Sunday, Dec.
16. The property will offer a live
NFR feed at Goose Island Pub and
all casino bars and a free nightly
shuttle service to and from the

Thomas & Mack Center.
Within walking distance from
NFR, locals and visitors alike can
enjoy a western-themed menu at
the 24-hour diner Mr. Lucky’s
Café including Short Rib Scramble
($15) for breakfast served with wild
mushrooms, caramelized onions,
potatoes and garlic toast; a Wedge
Salad ($9), topped with smoked bacon, crispy fried onions and Maytag
Blue cheese dressing; Barbecue
Pulled Pork Grilled Cheese ($14)
with aged cheddar, pickles and Cole
slaw; and Braised Prime Pot Roast
($19) served with jalapeño and bacon baked beans and creamed corn
bread. Across the casino, Mexican
cantina Pink Taco will offer the
Cowboy Special ($30), a ghost
pepper chili rubbed 14-ounce ribeye, topped with jalapeño relleno
and served with a chipotle glazed
grilled shrimp skewer, rice and
beans and flour tortillas. Goose Island Pub’s rodeo menu will feature
Beer Cheese Dip ($8) and Smoked
Brisket Grilled Cheese ($14) with
red onion, pickles and Cole slaw.
NFR cocktail specials will be available at all casino bars and include
Tito’s Sweet Tea ($11), a mix of
Tito’s Handmade Vodka and sweet
tea; Mule Wrangler ($14), made
with Pendleton Whisky, lime juice,
Ginger Beer and cranberry juice;
and Barrel Racer($12), crafted with
Pendleton Whisky, Kahlúa, cream
and Coke.
After four unforgettable and
incredibly successful performances
in 2015 and 2016, country music
star Gary Allan will return to The
Joint at Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
Las Vegas for two shows on Friday,
Dec. 8 and Saturday, Dec. 9 at 9:30
p.m. Tickets start at $39.50 (plus
applicable service fees).
Concertgoers can also enjoy
free country music programming at
Vinyl and Culinary Dropout including Daryl Singletary on Thursday,
Dec. 7 and Thursday, Dec. 14 at
9:30 p.m. (Vinyl); Mark Wills on
Friday Dec. 8 and Saturday, Dec.
9 at 9:30 p.m. (Vinyl); David Ball
on Sunday, Dec. 10 and Monday,
Dec. 11 at 9:30 p.m. (Vinyl); Andy
Griggs on Tuesday, Dec. 12 and
Wednesday, Dec. 13 at 9:30 p.m.
(Vinyl); and Ricochet on Friday,
Dec. 15 and Saturday, Dec. 16 at
9:30 p.m. (Culinary Dropout).
Various country music memorabilia will also be on display around
the property during NFR including
signed guitars by Darius Rucker,
Rascal Flatts and Chris Stapleton
inside the neon cases across from
Vinyl. An exclusive case for Johnny
Cash, located across from the reception desk, will include a Martin
acoustic guitar with the lyrics of “I
Walk The Line” inscribed on the
body, a shirt Cash wore for the 1976
United States Bicentennial parade
in Washington D.C. and numerous
accompanying photos.
Guests looking to stay and play
on property can take advantage
of the NFR Room Packages with
weekday rates starting at $60 per
night and weekend rates starting at

$110 per night by booking before
Friday, Dec. 15 at 10 a.m. Visitors
can book online or by phone using
the code HNFRE17. Offer is valid
Wednesday, Dec. 6 to Sunday, Dec.
17. A Gary Allan Room & Ticket
Package starts at $198 and includes
two tickets and a one-night stay on
Friday, Dec. 8 by booking before
Friday, Dec. 8 at 10 a.m. Guests can
book online or by phone using the
code TGARYG8 for the general admission ticket package, TGARYB8
for the balcony ticket package or
TGARYO8 for the orchestra ticket
package. For more information,
please visit www.hardrockhotel.
com or call 702.693.5000.
*****
JOIN LOCAL PERFORMER
MIKE XAVIER AND FRIENDS
FOR A SPECIAL TOY DRIVE
ON DEC. 7 AT THE
ARTS FACTORY TO
BENEFIT HELP OF
SOUTHERN NEVADA
Give a toy, enjoy a night of music as local hip hop / rap artist, Mike
Xavier, and friends sponsor a holiday toy drive on Thursday, Dec. 7 at

The Arts Factory in Downtown Las
Vegas (107 E. Charleston Blvd.).
Entry is a toy or gift card donation
and guest must RSVP at www.
MikeXavierMusic.com to attend as
space is very limited to this evening
of music and holiday giving (no
RSVP needed for children under
three). This all-ages event will
benefit HELP of Southern Nevada.
Other artists scheduled to appear
are Xavier’s son Jaylyn Thai, Jessica Manalo, Camden West, Halsey
Harkins, Zack Gray, and Sonia
Barcelona.
“As I have struggled in the past
both in LA and in Las Vegas, I
have firsthand experience worrying
about providing a holiday to my
son,” Xavier says. “I am now in
the place where I can give back to
those less fortunate and I’m happy
and blessed to be able to do so.”
Sponsors include The Sinema, 8
Trax Sound, Gina Joy Photo, Poetic
Music Group, IMYLG Events, and
The Arts Factory.
*****
B&B RISTORANTE AT THE
VENETIAN ANNOUNCES
FEAST OF SEVEN FISHES
CHRISTMAS MENU
An Italian-American tradition,
the Feast of Seven Fishes is the
celebratory Christmas dinner comprising decadent seafood delicacies. To honor this “grand tasting,”
B&B Ristorante at the Venetian Las
Vegas is offering a Feast of Seven
Fishes Misto di Mare dinner platter
on Dec. 24 and Dec. 25. The dish
features a platter of seven vibrant

seafood compositions created by
Executive Chef Brett Uniss, exclusively for the 2017 holiday season.
The Feast of Seven Fishes is
an age-old Italian dining tradition
inspired by the Roman Catholic
practice of abstaining from meat
and dairy on certain holidays and
holiday eves. Also, known as “the
Vigil” or “La Vigilia,” the special
pescatarian fête is widely celebrated in modern Italian-American
households. B&B Ristorante, true
to its Italian roots, has created a
distinctive seafood feast to honor
this cherished Christmas ritual.
FEAST OF SEVEN FISHES
MISTO DI MARE PLATE
—Cold Smoked Sturgeon with
mustard seed vinaigrette, pickled
onion and horseradish
—Baccala Fritto with garlic
fonduta
—Monkfish Liver with radish
salad and Meyer lemon purée
—Scallop Crudo with tangerine
and olio nuovo
—Smoked Trout Roe with sunchoke panna cotta and truffle jus
—Kusshi Oyster with green
apple granita
—Calamari with pancetta vinaigrette
The Misto di Mare platter will
be available on Christmas Eve and
Christmas night for $50 per person.
B&B Ristorante will offer their
Feast of Seven Fishes dish in addition to its standard menu offerings
on Christmas Eve and Christmas
night. The warm, elegant dining
room can host boisterous family
dinners and intimate “tables for
two,” making it a perfect holiday
destination for parties large and
small.
The restaurant will be open from
5 p.m. to 11 p.m. on both Christmas
Eve and Christmas night.
Reservations are recommended
and can be made at BandBRistorante.com.
*****
Mike Kermani is an entertainment writer for the Las Vegas
Tribune newspaper. He writes a
weekly column in this newspaper.
To contact Mike Kermani, email
mkermani@ lasvegas tribune.com
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Sandy interviews Pyrotechniques Expert and
“X-Rocks” Dancers along Ballys’ Red Carpet

By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by X-Rocks
I was invited to the “X-Rocks
Topless Revue” opening in the
Back Room Cabaret at Ballys, beginning the evening’s festivities
with a party and red carpet before
the show. Celebrities, VIP’s and
members of the Media joined the
beautiful ladies of “X-Rocks” and
“X-Country,” two of the Co-Producer’s Matt and Angela Stabile’s
three successful topless revues,
the third “X-Burlesque.”
1.) Sandy interviews five of
the sexy “X-Rocks” dancers:
SZ: “How is X-Rocks” different from Producer Stabile’s other
two shows?”
First Lady: “Each show has
its own specialty, “X-Burlesque”
has burlesque music with a
lot of rhinestones and sparkle.
“X-Country” has a lot of country
music and “X-Rocks” has rock
music from the 60’s, 70’s, 80’s
and 90’s that was super popular.
The difference is the music.
Second Lady: “Our genre is
rock and we have a variety of solos, group numbers, and two-persons on stage, and all different.
We have seven dancers in the
show tonight, usually there are
five dancers.”
First Lady: “We have a variety of dances with each number.
Some are more serious.”
SZ: “Serious “X” number??”
First Lady: “We get very serious in some numbers and playful
in others!”
SZ: “Playful, that’s more like
it, right. You are all dancers,
how long did it take to be able to
appear in a show like “X-Rocks.
The dances must be difficult, they
are hot, fast moving with a lot of
numbers.”
First Lady: “A million years!
It takes a lot of training, a lot

Antonio appears as the villain in the “Tournament of Kings” at Excalibur
and prepares all of the Pyrotechnics for “X-Rocks” at Ballys.

Two dancers reacted to a joke during Sandy’s interview.

of rehearsals, a lot of practice. I
think we have all been dancing
since we were very little. I have
been dancing for 20+ years, longer than some of these girls have
been alive.”
SZ: “Tonight is the opening,
I’ve seen “X-Country,” “X-Burlesque” so now “X-Rocks!”
First Lady: “Bring it on we’re
happy to have you, enjoy the
show.”
2.) Sandy interviews Antonio,
the Pyrotechnics expert for the
“X-Rocks” show:
SZ: “Antonio, you have an unusual occupation, you know those
Pyrotechnics, the fire effects for
the “X-Rocks” show.
Antonio: “I’m an entertainer
playing the villain in the “Tournament of Kings” at the Excalibur
and prepare all of the fire effects.
I’m the bad guy.
SZ: “That must be difficult and
dangerous, where did you learn
Pyrotechnics?”
Antonio: “I played with fire
when I was a child. In fact, I
helped put fire in “X-Rocks.”
SZ: “We are going to see fire
in this show tonight, your fire?”
Antonio: “Yes.”
SZ: “It takes knowledge to
work with Pyrotechnics as not
many people know how.”
The “X-Rocks” Topless Revue appears- 10 pm, on Sunday,
Thursday, Friday & Saturday, in
the Back Room, at Bally’s. Call:
702-777-2782.
Award-winning syndicated
columnist/Talk Show Host Sandy Zimmerman, host of “Sandy
Zimmerman’s Las Vegas TV”,
interviews celebrities on the red
carpet, reviews Shows, Dining
and more. For information, questions, or to recommend subjects,
please call (702)-731-6491 or
email www.sandyzimm2003@
yahoo.com.

Two more dancers joined Sandy’s interview along “X-Rocks” red carpet Ballys.
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CITY BEAT

I-15 / Starr Interchange arial view

I-15 / Starr Interchange looking East

I-15 / Starr Interchange looking North

I-15 / Starr Interchange looking South

NDOT breaks ground on $34 million
I-15/Starr Interchange in Clark County

The Nevada Department of
Transportation (NDOT) broke
ground on the $33.7 million Interstate 15 / Starr Avenue interchange
in unincorporated Clark County.
Las Vegas Paving is the general
contractor. The new interchange
will travel beneath Interstate 15
to reduce ambient traffic noise for
surrounding neighbors.
“This interchange alleviates
traffic along local streets as well as
the southern Interstate 15 corridor,
while improving west Henderson
access,” said Henderson Mayor
Debra March. “It also enhances
our transportation infrastructure
network for greater, safer mobility.”
The project will complete construction of Starr Avenue between
Las Vegas Boulevard to the east,
and Dean Martin Drive to the west,
while building an Interstate 15
bridge over Starr Avenue. Other
improvements include adding sidewalks, crosswalks, bicycle lanes,
lighting and traffic signals. There
will also be new drought tolerant
landscaping, aesthetics and drainage upgrades as well as southbound
and northbound exits and entrances
to and from the freeway.
“The interchange provides new
and improved freeway access for
local businesses and residents,” said
NDOT Director Rudy Malfabon. “It
additionally improves safety and
connectivity through reduced freeway and surface street gridlock.”
Starr Avenue will be six lanes
with landscaped medians and bike
lanes. The interchange will be located one mile south of Cactus Avenue
and one and a half miles north of St.
Rose Parkway, relieving congestion
at both locations for improved traffic circulation. The project will see
up to 100 workers onsite during the
peak of construction activity. The
City of Henderson is allocating its
fuel revenue indexing allotment
toward funding the project.
The Starr Avenue interchange is
part of the larger $1.3 billion Interstate 15 south corridor project that
began in 2007. The corridor project
limits are from Tropicana Avenue to
Sloan Interchange. NDOT will have
expended nearly $400 million with
the completion of the Interstate 15
Starr Avenue interchange project
in mid-2019.
NDOT works to inform the public about planned highway restrictions, but unscheduled construction
changes, closures and restrictions
are possible due to weather or other
factors. For the latest state highway
conditions, visit nvroads.com or
call 511 before driving.
*****
Heritage Days return
to Clark County Museum
December 8 and 9
The Clark County Museum will
celebrate the holiday season with its
free annual Heritage Holidays event
from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. on Friday,
Dec. 8 and Saturday, Dec. 9 at the
museum, located at 1830 S. Boulder
Highway in Henderson.
Starting Friday, Dec. 1, through
Jan. 5, the museum’s collection of

historic homes and buildings on
Heritage Street also will be decorated for the holidays and open for
self-guided tours during normal
business hours of 9 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. seven days a week. Daylight
tours require daily museum admission, which is $2 for adults, $1 for
children. The museum is closed
on Christmas Day and New Year’s
Day.
Now in its seventh year, the
Heritage Holidays event is the only
time when the public can visit Heritage Street at night to see the museum’s unique collection of homes
and buildings lit up for the holidays.
The two-night festival includes
holiday music and strolling carolers
from Green Valley High School’s
acclaimed Madrigals choir, a craft
tent where children can make their
own holiday decorations, visits with
Santa and his elves in the outdoor
gazebo, and plenty of hot cocoa.
Some Museum Guild volunteers
also get into the spirit of the event
by dressing up in period outfits to
welcome visitors.
Heritage Street highlights include the old Boulder City train
depot, the former Candlelight
wedding chapel that existed on
the grounds of the Algiers Motel
across the street on the Strip from
the Riviera Hotel, a root cellar once
located on a ranch that is now part
of Clark County Wetlands Park,

and a turn-of-the century railroad
cottage from Downtown Las Vegas.
Those wanting more information about Heritage Holidays can
call the Clark County Museum at
(702) 455-7995 or visit the museum
on Clark County’s Parks and Recreation Department website pages
at ClarkCountyNV.gov. Our Parks
and Recreation also can be found
on social networking sites such as
Twitter and Facebook by visiting
http://tinyurl.com/4dfw8ea .
*****
Fire Station 29 invites
residents to December 9
open house and
firefighter toy drive
The Clark County Fire Department is hosting a community
open house at Fire Station 29 on
Saturday, Dec. 9, from noon to 3
p.m. in conjunction with the annual firefighters’ toy drive. The fire
station is located at 7530 Paradise
Road, 89123, near Robindale Road.
The Dec. 9 open house coincides
with the 16th annual “Fill the Fire
Truck” holiday toy drive sponsored
by the Southern Nevada Burn Foundation. A donation box will be set
up at the open house for visitors to
drop off new, unwrapped toys or
gift cards. Toys also can be donated
at any Clark County fire station
through Dec. 20, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
daily. The toys will be distributed to
children through local charities and

churches. “We are happy to host
this open house in conjunction with
the firefighters’ annual toy drive,”
said Clark County Commission
Chairman Steve Sisolak, whose
District A includes Fire Station
29. “The open houses are fun and
educational for the whole family,
and if you donate any toys you’ll
be able to help make the holidays
brighter for children in need in our
community.”
The theme for December is holiday safety and emergency medical
service. “We want everyone to have
a happy and healthy holiday season,” said Clark County Fire Chief
Greg Cassell. “Be sure to keep
holiday decorations and Christmas
trees a safe distance from heaters
and fireplaces. Remember to keep
your Christmas trees watered 24
hours a day. If the needles get
brittle and start falling off, it’s time
to remove trees from your home.
We also encourage everyone to be
careful using such items as candles
and space heaters this time of year.”
The Fire Department teams up
with community partners every
other month to host open house at
different neighborhood fire stations
throughout Clark County. December’s open house will feature “jaws
of life” vehicle demonstrations, fire
station/engine tours, and the Clark
County Building & Fire Prevention
Department’s Fire Safety House.
The next open house will be held
on Saturday, Feb. 10, from noon
to 3 p.m. at Fire Station 19, 5575
Spencer Street. Heart health and
emergency medical service will
be the theme. Accommodations
For Persons With Disabilities:
Fire Department open houses are
accessible. Citizens requiring an
accommodation should notify the
Department of specific needs at
least five days prior to the date
of the events by contacting Kelly
Foster at (702) 455-7327.
*****

Clark County recognized
as Bronze Bicycle
Friendly Community
The League of American Bicyclists recognized Clark County
with a Bronze Bicycle Friendly
Community (BFC) award, joining
more than 400 visionary communities from across the country.
With the announcement of 65 new
and renewing BFCs today, Clark
County joins a leading group of
communities in all 50 states that are
transforming our neighborhoods,
representatives said.
The County continues to make
strides in making bicycling a safe
and convenient option for transpor-

tation and recreation. With more
than 250 miles of bicycle and trail
facilities in unincorporated Clark
County, the County is improving
connectivity to the regional bicycle system with the construction
of bicycle/pedestrian bridges and
the expansion of the Beltway trail
while improving safety for on-street
facilities with more separated and
buffered bike lanes and shared use
paths. The unincorporated County
takes in the largest part of the Las
Vegas Valley and includes all of the
Las Vegas Strip with a population
of 951,000. The Countywide population is 2.2 million.
The BFC program provides
a roadmap to building a Bicycle
Friendly Community and the application itself has become a rigorous
and an educational tool in itself.
Since its inception, more than 800
distinct communities have applied
and the five levels of the award –
diamond, platinum, gold, silver and
bronze – provide a clear incentive
for communities to continuously
improve
“This is a great start and I’m
looking forward to making this
community even more bicycle-friendly,” said Commissioner
Larry Brown, who serves as chairman of the board of directors for the
Regional Transportation Commission of Southern Nevada.
*****

Center For Sight wins
the Best of Las Vegas
second year in a row!
It is our pleasure to share with
you that Center For Sight is the
winner of the Best of Las Vegas for
Eye Care! We could not have done
it without your support — thank
you for your vote and for trusting
us with your eye care. The Las Vegas Review-Journal’s Best of Las
Vegas is the city’s longest running
reader’s choice awards. We topped
the list of Eye Care / Eye Doctors in
the Professional Services category.
At Center For Sight, we are
dedicated to the most compassionate, individualized, and highest
standard of eye care. We believe
that personal service and attention
to detail is the key to ensuring the
best possible results for our patients. Come see us soon, now at
Tivoli Village.
*****
City Beat is a compilation of
news and views of our editorial
and writing team, along with reader
submissions and topics. Readers
are invited to suggest a local topic
or any other items of interest.

Winning With People

December 6-12, 2017 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / Page 19

By Doug Dickerson
A boss has the title. A leader has
the people. – Simon Sinek
Writing in The Book of Business
Anecdotes, Peter Hay recounts the
following story:
In the 1950s, marketing whiz
Stanley Arnold was working at
Young & Rubicam, where he was
asked to come up with a marketing
campaign for Remington Rand.
The company was among the most
conservative in America. Its chairman at the time was retired, General
Douglas MacArthur. Intimidated
at first by a company that was so
much a part of America, Arnold
also found in that phrase the first
inspiration for a campaign. After
thinking about it, he went to the
New York offices of Merrill Lynch,
Pierce, Fenner, and Beane, and
placed the ultimate odd-lot order:
“I want to purchase,” he told the
broker, “one share of every single
stock listed on the New York Stock
Exchange.”
After a vice president tried to
talk him out of it, the order was
finally placed. It came to more than
$42,000 for one share in each of
the 1098 companies listed on the
Big Board at the time. Arnold now
took his diversified portfolio into
a meeting of Remington Rand’s
board of directors, where he argued
passionately for a sweepstakes
campaign with the top prize called
A Share in America. The conservative old gentlemen shifted around in
their seats and discussed the idea
for a while. “But Mr. Arnold,” said
one, “we are not in the securities
business.” Said another, “We are

DoUg DICkErsoN
in the shaver business.”
“I agree that you are not in the
securities business,” said Arnold,
“but I think you also ought to realize that you are not in the shaver
business either. You are in the
people business.” The company
bought the idea.
People business. It’s one of the
most complex challenges you will
face in leadership. And it’s one
you’ve got to conquer if you are
going to succeed. Unfortunately,
you don’t always get to choose
those people. In fact, you might at
times feel like the person who said,
“Sometimes I wish I was an octopus
so I can slap eight people at once”.
Since slapping people is out of
the equation as a leader, we must
reconcile the fact that as leaders
we are in the people business. This
is our greatest challenge and it’s
our greatest reward. Here are a few
reminders on how as a leader you
can win with people.

You win by winning
their hearts
Too often this is where many
a leader drops the ball. This is a
leadership principle I learned from
John Maxwell almost twenty years
ago. Maxwell said, “Always touch
a person’s heart before you ask him
for a hand.”
A good leader will invest relationally with his or her people
before asking for their hand. It’s
when you’ve made this connection
first you open the door to other
possibilities and opportunities. But
first, win their heart.
You win by investing
in your people
When your people know that
you are invested in them they will
go to great lengths to perform. This
investment is not just monetary
although it’s included. Winning
with your people happens as you
empower and equip them to not
only meet their expectations but to
exceed them.
“Whatever we expect with confidence,” said Brian Tracy, “becomes
our self-fulfilling prophecy”. You
win with your people when you
raise their level of confidence and
remind them of their potential and
abilities on a regular basis.
You win with people by conceding the spotlight
I’ve said it many times and it’s
worth repeating here now. Expressions of servant leadership are
found when you concede being in
the spotlight by putting someone
else in it. And this is how you win
with people.
Billy Hornsby said, “It’s okay to

BEHIND THE MIKE

How I lost my ‘man card’
By Michael A. Aun
What happened to professional
sports? I’m so turned off by all the
political nonsense. It’s driven me
to watching the Hallmark channel,
which ain’t all bad. At least Hallmark understands the term “happy
ending.”
Between all the drivel of NFL
players refusing to stand for the
National Anthem and Dale Earnhardt’s lackluster performance in
NASCAR, Sundays have become
movie day for me. I have had to
return my “man card.” All I am
watching are chick flicks.
I do not get this whole NFL
dilemma. Are the players intentionally trying to kill the golden goose
that lines their pockets? It is not bad
enough that that the NFL Players
Association puts the average career
length of a player about 3.3 years.
The Tom Brady’s of the world play
forever it seems, but most players
who actually make the roster in
their rookie season only make it
six years.
My late attorney and close
friend Craig Kelly was one of the
best professional sports agents
and attorneys in the business. He
would always tell me that clients
like Coach Bill Belichick (and not
the average player) is what kept his
interest in the game. Craig would be
doing a flip in his grave if he had
to contend with today’s nonsense.
The legitimacy of the player’s
protest issues notwithstanding, why
would you alienate the public which
buys products from the advertisers
who fund the NFL’s coffers that
pay you? If for no other reason than
self-survival, they should find other
ways to express their anger over the
social issues of the day.

MICHAEL A. AUN
I tune in to watch professional
football to escape from my otherwise mundane Sunday, not to watch
political rhetoric. I can watch Fox
or CNN to get all that crap that I can
stand. Now Hallmark has become
my alternative.
I wish college football was
played year around. It is not the
sport of football that has driven
me away. Otherwise, why would I
serve as the world’s oldest ball boy
for my son’s high school freshmen,
junior varsity and varsity games
every week? Why do I spend every
Saturday flipping from channel to
channel to find a college game well
into the middle of the night? Even
Slippery Rock State University
versus West Chester University
is more interesting than watching
most NFL games.
One thing that the NFL does
understand is the bottom line. When
advertisers start pulling out because
the public stops buying the widgets
they sell then the message gets
through to the owners.
Let’s be honest about this…
there is rarely an NFL stadium that

is close to being full these days. It
is not that the viewing public is just
turning the TV channel. They are
also turning their backs on going
to the games. College football is
living proof that the game is still
exciting as millions go to or tune
into their favorite school’s games
every Saturday.
It is the desecration of the game
that angers most. All the traditions
that make football so special are
being tossed aside. That is what
annoys the public today. We all
want to get away from the everyday
things that nag us. Thank you Hallmark for filling that void.
I suspect there is a better way
to solve the stalemate between the
player protests and the owners.
Both or too stubborn to look for
common ground and ironically
neither have a pony in this race.
There is a cost to the absence of arbitration; it may be more permanent
and costly than the analysts think.
In this very column several
weeks ago I suggested that the next
logical move is to do away with the
National Anthem. That makes zero
sense… but there is a precedent.
Pre-game praying has already been
outlawed universally. High school
and college coaches have been fired
for praying. NASCAR is about the
only sport that still prays before a
race and honors the flag with the
anthem.
For me, the Hallmark channel is
the answer. I just had to give up my
“man card.”
*****
Michael Aun is a syndicated
columnist and writes a weekly column for this newspaper. To contact
Michael Aun, email him at maun@
lasvegastribune.com.

Get Your Book Published With
The most trusted all-in-one book publisher
•
•
•
•
•

Titles published in print & digital formats
Exciting cover & interior illustrations
International distribution
Customized publicity campaigns
Books sold at major retailers

Call today for your Free
Author Submission Kit!

Call 1-800-973-2606

let those you lead outshine you, for
if they shine brightly enough, they
reflect positively on you”. You can
only win with people as a leader on
this level if you’re secure enough
to drop your ego and quit worrying
about who gets the credit for what.
You win with people when you
celebrate your people and their
successes.
You win with people when
you listen to your people
You win with your people when
you learn how to listen. Some of the
best ideas in any organization will
not flow out of the corner offices,
but into them. As a leader you must
do as Howard Behar suggests in his
book. It’s Not About The Coffee,
and “put the time into listening,
even to what’s not said…You’ll
know what your customers want,
you’ll know why the passion is
missing from your organization,
and you’ll learn solutions to problems that have been sitting there
waiting to be picked.”
Winning with people happens
when you are more concerned with
what they have to say than you
are in what you have to say. Your
leadership hinges at times on your

ability to be quiet and listen.
You win with people
when you commit to
developing leaders
Your success as a leader doesn’t
come when you gain more followers but when you develop more
leaders. Simply put, multiplication
is the math of leadership. You win
with your people by multiplying
the number of leaders in your organization.
“A leader is best when people
barely know he exists,” said Lao
Tzu, “when his work is done, his
aim fulfilled, they will say: we did
it ourselves”. And this is the ultimate goal of your leadership and
the definitive mark of winning with
your people. It’s as you raise them
up as leaders and empower them
that you win.
Your leadership rises and falls
on your ability to win with people.
Make it a priority and you will go
far.
*****
Doug Dickerson is a syndicated
columnist. He writes a weekly column for this newspaper. To contact
Doug Dickerson, email him at
ddickerson@ lasvegastribune.com.
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The simplest fix to Social Security
By Kelley Holland
CNBC
You would think sharing information about Social Security
benefits would be simple. After all,
the system is pretty straightforward:
You contribute while you work, and
after you retire you collect until you
die. But when it comes to Social
Security, simple is not even in the
same room.
The Social Security statement
people now receive is one example.
It provides clear data points, like
projected benefits at age 62, 66 and
70. But even so, it is the subject
of intense scrutiny as experts sort
out how details of its format and
content affect when people file for
benefits.
For example, people who wait to
claim their benefit at age 70, instead
of when they are first eligible at age
62, can see their check increase
some 76 percent. For many, that’s
the optimal plan. But few people do
this, and experts suspect the content
and form of the Social Security
statement could be one reason why.
“A lot of the information is
buried in a table. A good designer
could really design the presentation
of information and could make the
gist of the information presented
in a much more clear way,” said
Steven Sass, a research economist
at Boston College’s Center for Retirement Research.
John Shoven, director of the
Stanford Institute for Economic
Policy Research, takes issue with
what he views as the conflation
of retirement and Social Security
claiming on the statement.
“Sometimes they use the word
‘retirement’ as if that’s the same
as collecting Social Security,” he
said. “The first thing the statement
should make clear is there are two
separate decisions: When do you retire and when do you start claiming
Social Security?”
Shoven has studied the optimal
time to claim Social Security benefits, and he believes that for almost
everyone, it pays to wait as long as
possible. As a result, how the Social Security statement frames the
pros and cons of different claiming
choices “makes a lot of difference,”
he said.
“If you tell somebody ‘if you
delay it will take you 12 or 14 years
before you break even, they may
choose not to delay. If you frame
it saying how much higher the
monthly benefit would be or what
the expected rate of return would
be for somebody like you, you get
a different answer,” Shoven said.
Others argue that by presenting
benefits information as just static
numbers can lead people to alter
their behavior in ways that can
harm their retirement finances. Philip Armour, an associate economist
and professor at Pardee RAND
Graduate School, has compared
how people behaved when they
received their first Social Security statement to what they did on
receipt of their second. The statements include a person’s projected
benefit, assuming they continue
earning at current levels.
On average, people cut their
work hours by 119 hours per year
after receiving their first statement,
apparently assuming their benefit
was locked in, Armour found.
Reductions were most prevalent
among older, educated workers
who were working relatively long

KELLEY HOLLAND
hours. People not working or working part time were more likely to
increase their hours, but work hours
declined for recipients overall.
Benefits are not locked in, however, and workers can keep adding
to (or reducing them) as long as
they continue in the labor force.
When workers received their second statement, Armour found that
some of the behavior changes
reversed.
Armour believes an online tool
that would let people try out differ-

ent scenarios would lead to smarter
working and claiming behavior. He
said: “At the the very least, if it’s
going to stay a paper document,
have a ‘well, if you earn 50 percent
more from now forward what will
happen to your benefits’ and ‘if you

earn 50 percent less what would
your benefits be?’”
Ben Stump, a Social Security
Administration spokesman, said
“the best age to start retirement benefits is a personal decision for every
individual, based on a number of

considerations including present
and future financial circumstances,
current health and life expectancy.
There is not a single ‘best age’
for everyone, so Social Security
provides many tools to help people
(See Holland, Page 21)

According to the Center for Disease Control,
one in three seniors will suffer a fall this year!

A PERFECT SOLUTION FOR:

ü Arthritis and COPD sufferers
ü Those with mobility issues
Anyone who struggles
ü on the stairs
MENTION THIS AD FOR
THE
PURCHASE
OF A NEW
ACORN
STAIRLIFT!
+
Acorn Stairlifts has an A Rating with the
Better Business Bureau, and is the only
stairlift in the world to earn the Ease of Use
Commendation from the Arthritis Foundation.

CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE INFORMATION KIT AND DVD!

1-800-368-1650
*Not valid on previous purchases. Not valid with any other offers or discounts. Not valid on refurbished models. Only valid towards purchase
of a NEW Acorn Stairlift directly from the manufacturer. $250 discount will be applied to new orders. Please mention this ad when calling.
License where required: AZ ROC 278722, CA 942619, MN LC670698, OK 50110, OR CCB 198506, RI 88, WA ACORNSI894OB, WV
WV049654, MA HIC169936, NJ 13VH07752300, PA PA101967, CT ELV 0425003-R5.

Call Now: 844-409-8740

Are You Still Paying Too Much For Your Medications?
Their Price

CrestorTM

914.18

$

Typical US Brand Price

for 40mg x 100

Our Price

Rosuvastatin*
$

148

CrestorTM

Generic equivalent of
Generic price for for 40mg x 100

You can save up to 97%
when you fill your
prescriptions with our
Canadian and International
prescription service.
Get an extra

$15 off

plus
FREE SHIPPING

Get An Extra $15 Off & Free Shipping On
Your 1st Order!
Call the number below and save an additional $15 plus get free shipping on your first prescription
order with Canada Drug Center. Expires December 31, 2017. Offer is valid for prescription orders
only and can not be used in conjunction with any other offers. Valid for new customers only. One
time use per household. Use code 15FREE to receive this special offer.

Call toll-free: 844-409-8740

Prescription price comparison above is valid as of June 20, 2017. All trade-mark (TM) rights associated
with the brand name products in this ad belong to their respective owners. *Generic drugs are carefully
regulated medications that have the same active ingredients as the original brand name drug, but are
generally cheaper in price.

OUR PRICE

THEIR PRICE

Viagra

TM

2565.71 vs

$

Typical US Brand Price for 100mg x 40

NexiumTM

$

$

$

Generic Price for 40mg x 100

Generic Price for 0.625mg x 84

2994.49 vs Aripiprazole*

Typical US Brand Price for 15mg x 112

CelebrexTM $743.17 vs Celecoxib*

Typical US Brand Price for 100mg x 100

$

92.00

Generic Price for 15mg x 112

Generic price for 100mg x 100

Cialis

AdvairTM

$

1203.13 vs

$

$

Typical US Brand Price for 250-50mcg x 180

EvistaTM

$

$

83.00

Generic Price for 20mg x 40

Salmeterol &
Fluticasone
Propionate*

160.00

Generic Price for 250-50mcg x 180

772.37 vs Raloxifene*

$

994.42 vs Ezetimibe*

$

Typical US Brand Price for 60mg x 100

ZetiaTM

194.00

2526.76 vs Tadalafil

*

$

Typical US Brand Price for 10mg x 100

$

OUR PRICE

THEIR PRICE
TM

Typical US Brand Price for 20mg x 40

Generic Price for 100mg x 40

458 vs Conj. Estrogen* $51.00

Typical US Brand Price for 0.625mg x 84

AbilifyTM

146.00

$

927.16 vs Esomeprazole* $90.00

Typical US Brand Price for 40mg x 100

PremarinTM

Sildenafil*

88.00

Generic Price for 60mg x 100

87.00

Generic Price for 10mg x 100

JanuviaTM $1151.87 vs Sitagliptin *
Phosphate
Typical US Brand Price for 100mg x 84

$

146.00

Generic Price for 100mg x 84

Please note that we do not carry controlled substances and a valid prescription is required for all prescription medication orders.

December 6-12, 2017 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / Page 21

Here’s your 2019 Social Security payments schedule

Holland

go out on the first day of the month.
However, if that day is a weekend
or holiday, then the payment gets
moved earlier to the first available
nonholiday weekday.

Another special rule applies to
those who either started getting
Social Security before May 1997
or who get a combination of regular
Social Security and SSI payments.
The SSA makes payments to them
on the third day of each month,
again subject to getting moved
earlier if that day is a holiday or
falls on a weekend.
How will I receive
my payments?
It used to be that Social Security
recipients had to account for potential delays related to mailing physical checks. Now, the SSA mandates
that if you get benefits, you must
receive payments electronically.
You can do so either by signing up
for direct deposit into your bank
account, or you can set up a special

prepaid debit card under the Direct
Express system.
Most people find direct deposit
to be more efficient, because it
ensures that funds are received in
a timely fashion and available more
quickly to cover expenses. Combined with a detailed schedule for
receiving those payments, retirees
can easily make spending plans
well in advance to take into account
when they’ll be getting their Social
Security.
2019 is still a long way away,
but having this schedule now will
let you plan as far ahead as you
want. For many who rely on Social
Security for most of their income,
having that security is one of the
most valuable things about receiving benefits.

percent less, 35 percent more — a
moderate number doesn’t really
grab you by the lapels,” he said.
Retirement security revolves
around three issues, according to
Sass: how long you work, how
much you save (and thereby move
to a more sustainable standard of
living), and how you deal with
your home. In Sass’ view, a revised
Social Security statement could
encourage to work longer, and if
it did, it would make a significant
difference in retirement savings for
most people.
“When to retire is not really seen
as a key decision in your retirement
finances,” he said. “There is nothing
you can do with saving and investing that would move the needle like
working longer.”
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(Continued from Page 20)
make an informed decision about
when to apply for benefits.” he said,
“We are continually working to
improve the services we provide.”
The Social Security Administration’s website provides retirement
estimators,calculators and benefit
planners along with a section for
frequently asked questions.
Researchers have found that the
Social Security statement does have
a noticeable effect on participants
— but only to a point. Giovanni
Mastrobuoni, director of research
students in the economics department at the University of Essex,
studied the effect of receiving Social Security statements and found
that they did increase knowledge
of benefits. However, he concluded
the benefits statement had “no impact” on retirement behavior.
For example, Armour pointed
out defined contribution retirement
plans, such as 401(k) plans, send
regular statements showing the rate
of return on the various investment
choices beneficiaries have. A Social
Security statement presenting the
benefit of delayed claiming as a rate
of return might make more people
compare the two and realize that the
return on waiting to claim Security
exceeds the return on other low-risk
investments, he said.
“If they could provide a number
that’s more comparable” to 401(k)
plan investments like bond funds, “I
think that would make it clearer that
for some people there are definitely
incentives to delaying claiming until after full retirement age,” he said.
Sass thinks the statement would
encourage later claiming if it focused less on full retirement age,
typically 66, and more on benefits
at age 70. Say “that if you claim at
66 you will get a third more than at
62 and if you claim at 70 you get 76
percent more,” he recommended.
“When you tell people that, people
are shocked and surprised. They
really get the understanding that
delay is powerful. When you center
on full retirement age, you get 25

The biggest thing for recipients
to note about 2019 is that the Christmas holiday falls on a Wednesday.
Because banks will be closed, Social Security recipients getting their
benefits by direct deposit can expect
to see a slightly different date when
their payment hits their account.
According to the SSA, the payment should ordinarily get made
the previous day, making it a bit
odd that the calendar itself doesn’t
reflect that earlier payment date the
way it usually would.
When do SSI recipients
get their Social Security
payments?
The rules above cover those
receiving regular retirement or
disability payments under Social
Security. The SSA also runs the
Supplemental Security Income program for low-income Americans,
and they get paid on a different
schedule. Typically, SSI payments
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By Dan Caplinger
The Motley Fool
The one thing nearly every
retiree needs to know to manage
their finances is when they’ll get
their Social Security benefits. The
Social Security Administration
understands that need to preplan,
and so it makes sure that its benefit
recipients know well in advance
when they can expect monthly
payments to be available.
Not only can you learn exactly
when you’ll receive your 2018
Social Security payments, but the
SSA has also released its schedule
for 2019 payments from Social
Security more than a year early.
Let’s look more closely at how
the SSA decides who gets paid
when.
When will Social Security
make 2019 payments?
Not everyone gets their Social
Security benefits on the same date
each month. The key to determine
when you’ll get paid is the day of
the month on which you were born.
If your birthday is in the first
10 days of the month, then you’ll
get your benefits on the second
Wednesday of each month. Those
with birthdays between the 11th and
the 20th get their monthly payments
on the third Wednesday. Payments
are made on the fourth Wednesday
of the month for those with birthdays on the 21st or later.
Here’s a calendar on the right
that shows how those rules play
out in 2019.
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This is the maximum Social Security
retirement benefit payable in 2018

By Matthew Frankel
Motley Fool
The average Social Security
benefit currently being paid out to
a retired worker is about $1,372
per month, or $16,464 per year.
However, many Americans who
have earned relatively high salaries
throughout their careers get much
more. In fact, the maximum possible Social Security benefit that can
be paid in 2018 is more than twice
this amount — and that’s before the
increase seniors can get for waiting
to claim.
How Social Security
benefits are calculated
The calculation of a worker’s
Social Security retirement benefit
is a two-part process.
First, the worker’s primary
insurance amount, or PIA, is determined. This is the monthly benefit
an individual would receive if he or
she chooses to start collecting their
Social Security retirement benefit at
their full, or normal, retirement age.
This is done by taking all the
worker’s annual earnings throughout their career, adjusting each year
for inflation, and taking an average
of the 35 highest-earning years.
This average is then divided
by 12 to find the worker’s lifetime
average-indexed monthly earnings,
which is then applied to the current
benefit formula.
For 2018, this is:
—90 percent of the first $896
—32 percent of the amount
greater than $896, but less than
$5,399
—15 percent of the amount
greater than $5,399
Once the PIA has been calculated, the second step is to adjust the
benefit based on the age at which
the worker decided to claim their
retirement benefits. If the benefit
is claimed before reaching full
retirement age, the PIA will be
permanently reduced, and if the
beneficiary decides to wait, it will
result in a higher monthly benefit.
These adjustments are made as
follows:If a worker claims their
Social Security retirement benefit
before full retirement age, their PIA
will be reduced at the rate of 6.67
percent per year (0.56 percent per
month) for as many as 36 months
before full retirement age.
—If the worker claims their
benefit more than 36 months early, it will be further reduced by 5
percent of the PIA per year (0.42
percent per month). However, the
earliest a retirement benefit can be
claimed is age 62.
—If a worker chooses to wait
beyond their full retirement age
to start receiving their retirement
benefit, their PIA will be increased
at the rate of 8 percent per year
(0.67 percent per month) until as
late as age 70. Since individuals
reaching age 70 in 2018 have a full
retirement age of 66, this means that
the maximum possible increase is
32 percent.
The maximum Social
Security benefit in 2018
Based on the formula above,
the maximum primary insurance
amount, or the benefit a retiree
could receive at full retirement
age, would be $2,788 per month,
or $33,456 per year.
However, keep in mind that
this assumes that the beneficiary
claimed at full retirement age. To
maximize your Social Security ben-
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efit, you’ll need to wait until age 70
to claim. For an individual reaching
this age in 2018, this would translate to a 32 percent increase in their

benefit in 2018, a couple of things
need to be true. First, you would
need to have earned more than the
Social Security taxable maximum
in at least 35 different years. Also,
you would need to have chosen to
wait until age 70 to claim Social
Security benefits, and you must
be turning 70 during 2018, since
the past few years of maximum
earnings — which had higher inflation-adjusted taxable wage caps
— would be necessary to get the
highest possible benefit.
As you might imagine, this
combination doesn’t apply to many
people. Only 6 percent of covered
workers have earnings above the
taxable maximum in any given year
(not every year), and only about 4
percent of seniors wait until age 70
to claim their retirement benefits.
When you consider these statistics
and apply them to the roughly 3
million Americans who will turn
70 in 2018, it’s easy to see why this
isn’t a particularly large number.
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What You
Need To
Know
By Dr Nina Radcliff

Holiday Bakers and Tasters
Beware — Raw Dough Can
make you sick, dangerously so
By Dr. Nina Radcliff, MD
This is that special time of the
year we enjoy making and eating
those delicious homemade cookies,
cakes and breads. And while “just
a taste” of a yummy recipe batter
may be tempting, think twice!! It is
important to steer clear of ingesting
any bit of unbaked dough or batter
that needs to be cooked, as it can
make you dangerously ill.
While many are aware of the
concerns of raw eggs and salmonella in unbaked batters, recent reports
have revealed that even a “taste”
puts you at risk of getting infected
with E. coli, because bacteria can
thrive in raw, unbaked flour. The
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) identified a spike
in the number of reported cases of
E. coli infections in the past couple
years and the investigation led to
the flour. And, yes, even a small
amount can make you very sick.
While children are generally at
greater risk of getting food poisoning than adults, no one, at any age
should ever take a lick from a whisk
or a taste from the batter. Whether
it’s pre-packaged or homemade,
the heat from baking is required to
kill germs that might be in the raw
ingredients. The finished, baked
product is far safer — and tastes
great. By following safe food handling practices when you are baking
and cooking with flour, eggs and
other raw ingredients — everyone
can look forward to safely enjoying
delicious homemade holiday treats.
Raw Batter & Dough: Why
you should never taste it
Most people when they think
about health risks and cookie
dough, they think about raw eggs.
Eggs can be contaminated with
salmonella bacteria, and food
safety recommendations encourage
people to cook eggs until the white
and yolk are firm in order to kill any
bacteria. Because of this concern,
many people bake using eggs that
have been pasteurized to kill any
harmful bacteria without actually
cooking the egg itself.
Now, there is another risk to
consider in relation to raw dough:
the risk of the flour itself. Just a
week ago, a study published in The
New England Journal of Medicine,
reported on the detective work that
led to the recall of more than 10
million pounds of flour in the summer of 2016, which confirmed that
a type of E. coli bacteria previously
discovered lurking in wet environments like hamburger meat and
leafy vegetables, was also thriving
in the dry host of flour. Food-borne
illness experts underscored, “It’s a
new view of flour — that this dry,
powdery substance, stored on a
shelf for months, could have a live
micro-organism that didn’t spoil the
flour but still could make you sick.”
Flour, typically a raw agricultural product, generally has not been
treated to kill germs like Escherichia coli (E. coli). And germs
can contaminate grain while it’s
still in the field or at other steps as
flour is produced — however, the
breakthrough is that the bacteria
are killed when food made with
flour, is cooked. You can always
check on the CDC website for any
flours that may have been recalled
(which means the product needs to
be thrown away).
In addition to refraining from
ever tasting uncooked flour dishes,
it’s important to wash your hands
in hot, soapy water after handling
dough or flour, such as after dusting a rolling pin, counter top or
dredging fish fillets. As for your
final baked product: high, sustained
cooking heat will kill pathogens.
Expanding The Caution:
From Baked Goods
to Playdough to
Homemade Ornaments
The recent study result expands
the array of raw goods to be concerned about — to even include
homemade playdough! In tandem
with health professionals, the CDC
has posted warnings: Do not taste
or eat any raw dough or batter,
whether for cookies, tortillas, pizza,
biscuits, pancakes, or crafts made

with raw flour, such as homemade
playdough or holiday ornaments.
The FDA’s Center for Food
Safety and Applied Nutrition,
who helped develop warnings on
eating raw flour products, warn
that children were among the most
vulnerable noting, “As an adult you
have the information to determine
whether to take that risk, but when
you give a child a ball of raw dough,
you’re putting risk values on that
child.”
And so what about that cookie-dough ice cream? Good news,
the commercial treats like cookie-dough ice cream is not only
pasteurized but also heat-treated.
Effects from Eating
Raw Dough
Raw food products can harbor
bacteria that can cause you to
become ill and experience diarrhea, intestinal pain, abdominal
cramping, vomiting or even kidney
failure. If you have any symptoms,
see a medical doctor, immediately.
And remember in addition to
not eating it, you should always
carefully handle batter dough in
its raw form to avoid ingesting any

potentially harmful bacteria. Wash
your hands thoroughly before and
after with antibacterial soap.
Like many of you, I enjoy holiday baking with my family and
friends. Taking these steps will help
you to reduce your risk of experiencing harmful effects related to the
batter handling.
Enjoy! And Happy Holidays!!
More than a quarter of the 56
patients in the 24-state outbreak
were hospitalized. One patient even
went into kidney failure. All of the
patients, whose ages ranged from 1
to 95, recovered.
Yes and no. The FDA specifically
says that homemade cookie dough
ice cream is a no go, but assures
that commercially made products
should be safe to eat — if manufacturers use only treated flour and
pasteurized eggs, that is.
For many people, the holiday
season is the perfect time to spend
time together in the kitchen and
share delicious baked foods and
desserts. Follow these safety tips to
help you and your loved ones stay
healthy when handling raw dough.
When you prepare homemade
cookie dough, cake mixes, or even
bread, you may be tempted to taste
a bite before it is fully cooked. But
steer clear of this temptation — eating or tasting unbaked products that
are intended to be cooked, such as
dough or batter, can make you sick.
Children can get sick from handling
or eating raw dough used for crafts
or play clay, too.
Raw Dough Can Contain
Bacteria That Cause Disease
Flour is typically a raw agricultural product. This means it
hasn’t been treated to kill germs
like Escherichia coli (E. coli).
Harmful germs can contaminate
grain while it’s still in the field or
at other steps as flour is produced.
The bacteria are killed when food
made with flour is cooked. This
is why you should never taste or
eat raw dough or batter—whether
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Do not make milkshakes with
products that contain raw flour,
such as cake mix.
Do not use raw, homemade
cookie dough in ice cream.
Cookie dough ice cream sold in
stores contains dough that has been
treated to kill harmful bacteria.
Keep raw foods such as flour or
eggs separate from ready-to eatfoods. Because flour is a powder,
it can spread easily.
Follow label directions to refrigerate products containing raw
dough or eggs until they are cooked.
Clean up thoroughly after handling flour, eggs, or raw dough:
Wash your hands with running
water and soap after handling flour,
raw eggs, or any surfaces that they
have touched.
Wash bowls, utensils, countertops, and other surfaces with warm,
soapy water.
This article is for general information only and should not be
used for the diagnosis or treatment
of medical conditions and cannot
substitute for the advice from your
medical professional. Dr. Nina has
used all reasonable care in compiling the current information but
it may not apply to you and your
symptoms. Always consult a doctor
or other health care professional
for diagnosis and treatment of
medical conditions.

made from recalled flour or any
other flour. In 2016, an outbreak
of E. coli infections linked to raw
flour made 63 people sick. Flour
products have long shelf lives and
could be in people’s homes for a
long time. If you have any recalled
flour products in your home, throw
them away.
In addition, raw eggs that are
used to make raw dough or batter
can contain a germ called Salmonella that can make you sick if
the eggs are eaten raw or lightly
cooked. Eggs are safe to eat when
cooked and handled properly.
Don’t taste or eat raw dough!
Follow safe food handling practices when you are baking and
cooking with flour and other raw
ingredients:
Do not taste or eat any raw
dough or batter, whether for cookies, tortillas, pizza, biscuits, pancakes, or crafts made with raw flour,
such as homemade play dough or
holiday ornaments.
Do not let children play with
or eat raw dough, including dough
for crafts.
Bake or cook raw dough and
batter, such as cookie dough and
cake mix, before eating.
Follow the recipe or package
directions for cooking or baking at
the proper temperature and for the
specified time.
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* Life Alert deﬁnes a person saved from a potential catastrophic outcome, where a
subscriber activated the system, had an actual emergency, was home alone, was
unable to get to the phone for help, and Life Alert dispatched help. ** With Subscription.
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For Less Than $300
“I was amazed! Sounds I hadn’t heard
in years came back to me!”
— Don, January 2016

How can a hearing aid that costs
less than $300 be every bit as good as
one that sells for $2,000 or more?

The answer: Although tremendous strides have
been made in Advanced Hearing Aid Technology,
those cost reductions have not been passed on
to you. Until now...

The MDHearingAid PRO ® uses the same kind of
Advanced Hearing Aid Technology incorporated into
hearing aids that cost thousands more at a small
fraction of the price.
Over 75,000 satisfied PRO customers agree:
High-quality, FDA-registeredhearing aids
don’t have to cost a fortune. The fact is,
you don’t need to spend thousands for
a medical-grade hearing aid.
MDHearingAid PRO ® gives you
a sophisticated high-performance
hearing aid that works right out of
the box with no time-consuming
“adjustment” appointments. You
can contact a hearing specialist
conveniently on-line or by phone —
even after sale at no cost. No other
company provides such extensive support.
Now that you know... why pay more?

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR

45-DAY RISK-FREE TRIAL!

Hearing is believing and we invite you to try
this nearly invisible hearing aid with no
annoying whistling or background noise for
yourself. If you are not completely satisfied,
simply return it within that time period for a

Nearly Invisible

100% refund of your purchase price.

BIG SOUND.
TINY PRICE.

For the Lowest Price Call

BATTERIES
INCLUDED!

1-800-913-5075
Use Code

DOCTOR DESIGNED | AUDIOLOGIST TESTED | FDA REGISTERED

READY TO USE RIGHT
OUT OF THE BOX!

BX99

and get FREE Batteries for 1 Year
Plus FREE Shipping
©2017 MDHearingAid, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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EarthTalk is written and edited by Roddy Scheer and Doug
Moss and is a registered trademark of E - The Environmental
Magazine (www.emagazine.com). Send questions to: earthtalk@
emagazine.com. Subscribe: www.emagazine.com/subscribe;
Free Trial Issue: www.emagazine.com/trial.
Dear EarthTalk: I’m looking
for cool holiday gift ideas for a
strident vegan who won’t tolerate
items that make use of animals or
animal products. Any ideas?
— Doug Halpern, Washington, DC
Well…an Omaha Steaks gift
box is definitely off the table as an
idea, but there are plenty of great
gift options for the vegans or even
just the animal-friendly among us.
Food-wise, how about a gift certificate to the recipient’s favorite vegan
restaurant or natural foods store? Or
how about a subscription to Vegan
Cuts’ monthly “Vegan Snack Box”
containing chips, cookies, sodas,
teas and other vegan goodies, delivered right to the doorstep ($222/
annual or $22.95/month)?
Kids (and their vegan parents)
might like Vegan Cuts’ No Whey!
Christmas Extravaganza! Gift Box
($35.50) containing an assortment
of vegan candies including wheyfree chocolate.
Yet another option is Vegan Store’s Care Package Basket
($54.95), containing vegan versions
of mac’n’cheese, jerky, parmesan,
cookies, taco filling, chocolate bars
and even “chicken” noodle soup.
Personal care products are another retail segment where vegan
products are starting to flood the
marketplace. Lush Cosmetics,
Mineral Fusion and Andalou are
just a few of hundreds of U.S. based
firms now selling vegan-friendly
make-up, moisturizer, soap, shampoo and other health and beauty
products. To find more, check out
the Environmental Working Group
(EWG) free “Skin Deep” cosmetics
database.
DIY-types might want to consider making their own vegan health
and beauty products to give to that
finicky vegan you love. Earth911
has collected and linked out to a
list of some 50 “recipes” you can
use to make your own peppermint
sugar scrub bars, calendula lavender salves or coconut mocha face
masks.
And remember: Being vegan is
about much more than what you put
in or slather on your body. If that
special vegan someone needs new
kicks, check out Merrell’s line of
vegan-friendly shoes and sandals,
featuring a wide range of casual
and technical footwear options for
men and women. Some other manufacturers of vegan-friendly active
footwear lines include Garmont,
Brooks, Wills, Lowa, Treksta,
Keen and Zamberlan. Meanwhile,
the vegan glamour girl on your list
might like a new pair of heels from
OlsenHaus, which crafts stylish
women’s footwear from renewable

plant-based materials and manmade materials — but no animal
products despite the fact that their
shoes often look like real leather
or suede.
Vegans who like to wear their
lifestyle choice on their sleeve
might like a t-shirt or bracelet
from the online store of leading

Merrell’s line of vegan-friendly shoes, including the Agility Peak Flex pictured here, are made
without any animal products yet perform as well as their conventional counterparts.

vegan blogger Vegan Zombie.
Screen-printed designs look hip
and feature pro-vegan messaging.
And warm up that chilly vegan with
Save the Duck’s Hooded Puffer
Jacket featuring Plumtech down-replacement vegan insulation.

For a wealth of additional ideas
for gifts for vegans with a flair for
clothing, check out the non-profit
Farm Sanctuary’s Vegan Fashion
Shopping List which links out to
dozens of animal-friendly, cruelty-free clothing and footwear lines.

Of course, non-vegans would
love receiving any of these gifts as
well, giving the giver the satisfaction of doing the right thing by animals and the environment whether
or not the recipient appreciates it.
*****

Covered by Medicare and suffering from Back or Knee Pain?
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Medical Tourism

By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by Sandy Zimmerman
Did you skip those Botox treatments or face lift because they were
too expensive? Now Cosmetic and
Bariatric treatments are not only
affordable but you can enjoy a
vacation at the Casa Velas Hotel
while recuperating! Just let your
insurance company pay for it.
Medical Tourism is growing
today and you don’t have to go far,
just visit Puerto Vallarta, Mexico.
I traveled “on location” to see the
Amerimed Hospital.
After touring the hospital, Dr.
Marcelo Bialek, Surgeon Specialist
in Varicose Veins and Coordinator
of Medical Tourism, explained,
“We use the latest technology from
the United States and adhere to their
medical guidelines. Our doctors
speak English.
“Whenever I am contacted
about our Cosmetic or Bariatric
procedures, I send all of their information to one of our specialists.
They will fill-out a questionnaire
about their medical history and send
a photograph in the case of plastic
surgery. We also take complete lab
tests before surgery.
“Our Cosmetic and Bariatric
procedures are only available as
elective surgeries. When a person
decides to improve their face, abdomen or the whole body they can
call me for a consultation.
“The benefits of traveling to
Puerto Vallarta are the costs of the
procedures, hospital room, medical
supplies and the trip. The prices
are more reasonable here and we
contact the patient’s insurance
company in the United States to
arrange the details.
‘Our elective cosmetic and bar-

iatric procedures include Face Lifts,
Dermabrasion, Peels, Botox, Laser
Therapy, Rhinoplasties, Mammoplasties, Blefaroplasty (eyelid rejuvenation), Otoplasty (ears), Tummy
Tucks, Gastric Bypass, Varicose
Vein treatments, and more.”
Amerimed has operated as a
hospital in addition to medical tourism with a 24/7 emergency room
and full hospital facilities. www.
amerimed-hospitals.com.
TOURIST INFORMATION
The Puerto Vallarta Tourism
Board invites tourists to enjoy their

restaurants, tours, activities and
year-round summer. There is so
much to do for all ages.
Our Recommendations:
—If you wish a romantic evening, take a boat to the Rhythms of
the Night Dinner Show.
—The Tequila Tasting Tour
brings you out into the country to
see the factory and processes in the
making of Tequila
—Watch the turtles hatching at
the Casa Magna Marriot Resort’s
Turtle Program.
—The City Tour brings you to

Puerto Vallarta’s Old Town and the
famous Malecon.
—Try the Trio Café or Café des
Artistes while you are strolling
around their Old Town!
—Learn how to cook a three
course Mexican lunch.
For more information visit
info@visitpuertovallarta.com or
www.visitpuertovallarta.com.
(Please Note: This article is
meant to bring information about
Medical Tourism and does not recommend them. Check your insur-

ance coverage, contact the hospital
and ask questions. This writer has
no connection with the hospital.)
*****
Award-winning syndicated columnist Sandy Zimmerman is a
Show and Dining reviewer as well
as travel, health, luxury living and
more. Sandy is talk show host of
Sandy Zimmerman’s Las Vegas TV.
For information, questions, or to
recommend subjects, please call
(702)-731-6491 or email www.
sandyzimm2003@yahoo.com.
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