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ISIS claims credit for
Barcelona van attack
By Pilar Suarez
and Andrés González
Christian Science Monitor
A van mowed through crowds of
tourists on Barcelona’s most famous avenue on Thursday, killing
about a dozen people in an attack
that was claimed by Islamic State
(ISIS).
The head of the Spanish region
of Catalonia, Carles Puigdemont,
said at least 80 people had been
taken to hospital and around 12 had
died.
He said two people had been ar-

My Point
of View
By Rolando Larraz

I was very happy when I read
that President Trump is thinking of
pardoning former Maricopa County
(Phoenix) Sheriff Joe Arpaio who
was found guilty by a federal
Clinton appointee judge and may
be facing time in jail for following
the law and ignoring the capricious
order of a liberal judge.
It is the least President Trump
can do for a man that has served
the people of Maricopa County to
the best of his ability and followed
the law to the end of his career.
“I am seriously considering a
pardon for Sheriff Arpaio,” the
president said Sunday, during a
conversation with Fox News. “He
has done a lot in the fight against
illegal immigration. He’s a great
American patriot and I hate to see
what has happened to him.”
I agree with the president and if
I could get close to him I would encourage him to do so because Joe
Arpaio does not deserve to be
treated like a criminal for having
done his job as well as he did.
Six years after a federal judge,
G. Murray Snow, in December
2011, ordered Arpaio’s deputies to
stop holding individuals solely on
the belief they were in the country
illegally, Sheriff Arpaio was found
guilty of disobeying the judge’s order.
Ironically, two weeks after the
most famous Sheriff in America
was found guilty by a Bill Clinton
Liberal Judge, another member of
the federal bench ruled that police
in Arizona can immediately start
enforcing the most contentious section of the state’s immigration law,
marking the first time officers can
carry out a requirement that they,
while enforcing other laws, can
question the immigration status of
those suspected of being in the
country illegally.
It is about time that law enforcement officers can be allowed to do
their job without being concerned
with the security of their jobs because they enforce the laws that are
on the books in all jurisdictions.
I am really tired of seeing how
the law is implemented and used as
it is convenient to the Democrat
politicians to help them to get votes
and win elections at the expense of
the safety of the citizens that are
here legally.
People talk about the illegals not
being criminals and that they don’t
deserve to be treated as such, but
the same can be said about the person who walks in to his home and
finds his or her partner in bed with
someone else that is not even paying part of the mortgage, and kills
the intruder; that person was never
a murderer... until that fatal day and
is now truthfully a murderer and
can be called a murderer.
On July 12, 2017 Las Vegas Tri(See My Point of View, Page 2)

In the deadliest attack in Spain since March 2004, more than 12 people were killed and dozens injured when
a van sped down a pedestrian walkway in one of Barcelona’s busiest tourist hubs on Thursday.

rested. It was still not clear how
many attackers had been involved.
Witnesses said the white van zigzagged at high speed down Las
Ramblas, a busy avenue thronged
with tourists, knocking down pedestrians.
Islamic State’s Amaq news
agency said: “The perpetrators of
the Barcelona attack are soldiers of
the Islamic State and carried out the
operation in response to calls for
targeting coalition states” – a reference to a US-led coalition against
the Sunni militant group.
The claim could not immediately be verified.
If the involvement of Islamist
militants is confirmed, it would be
the latest in a string of attacks in
(See Barcelona, Page 6)

Trump defends ‘beautiful’ Confederate statues
By Max Greenwood
The Hill
President Trump lamented the loss of Confederate statues and monuments on Thursday in
a series of tweets likely to fuel the controversy
surrounding his handling of violence at a white
supremacist rally in Charlottesville, Va., over the
weekend.
Trump said it was “sad” that the “history and
culture” of the United States is “being ripped
apart” by the removal of Confederate statues and
monuments after ripping two GOP senators earlier in the morning over their criticism of his
remarks this week blaming white supremacists
and counterprotesters alike for Saturday’s violence.
It was a defiant move by a president who has
come under fierce criticism, even from members of his own party, for not placing enough
blame on white supremacists who marched
through the Virginia college town on Saturday.
Yet in defending the Confederate statues,
Trump could be seeking to consolidate support
within at least a portion of his base, which has
See Confederate Statues, Page 3)

Welcome to ‘Nineteen Eighty-Four’ ...again and again
By Thomas Mitchell
In 1983, while working as the
city editor of the Shreveport Journal, I penned a soft feature tied to
the 35th anniversary of the original
publication of George Orwell’s
classic dystopian novel “Nineteen
Eighty-Four.”
I observed in that piece that
Orwell’s book was about a totalitarian dystopia in which BIG
BROTHER WAS WATCHING
YOU, suggesting this was like the
infrared camera equipped drones or
huge network of cybersnooping
computers, long before the NSA

revelations.
The book made the terms
“Newspeak” and “doublethink” a
part of the political lexicon — long
before Fort Hood was merely workplace violence. Name your own
examples.
“George Orwell respected language and railed against its abuse,”
I wrote in 1983. “He was particularly offended by the propaganda —
some of which he helped to write
for the BBC in World War II. He
saw firsthand the way the press was
tricked and subverted for political
purposes in the Spanish Civil War.

Battles that never happened. Heroes
who became traitors.”
In another piece posted here in
2013, I asked whether Orwell was
a satirist or a prophet.
Walter Cronkite in a foreword to
the 1983 paperback edition of
“Nineteen Eighty-Four,” has
claimed the book failed as prophecy only because it has served so
well as a warning — a warning
against manipulation and power
grabbing and the loss of privacy in
the name of state security.
And Cronkite couldn’t resist
(See Nineteen Eighty-Four, Page 3)

The Nevada Supreme Court continues its silence
By Rolando Larraz
Las Vegas Tribune
Part eight of a series
One thing that unites every one
at Las Vegas Tribune is that we do
not believe in fake news; we do not
lie and we do not use phantom
sources or imaginary confidential
sources; everything we write is real,
is credible, and on many occasions
we publish stories before the daily
newspaper does.
Just recently we published a
story about District Court Judge
William Kephart being charged

with five ethics violations by the
Nevada Commission on Judicial
Discipline, and the daily newspaper came out with the story ten days
later.
Every article we publish, every
story we write is written with plenty
of proof and with the backing of
court documents because we believe in the truth and nothing but
the truth.
When we wrote about Judge
Kephart’s campaign manager, Lisa
Mayo De Riso, having an arrest
warrant for writing over $3,000.00

SCOTT HOLPER

in bad checks, we secured a copy
of the arrest warrant to back up our
story.
Lisa Ann Mayo also represents
City Councilman Stavros Anthony
that now, after just eight weeks post
winning reelection, has decided to
become a candidate for Congress.
The newspaper has discarded the
notion that maybe DeRiso’s “political connections” in District Court
or in City Hall are covering for her
because if they were to “protect”
Lisa Ann Mayo, or her husband,
(See Holper, Page 5)

FROM THE DESK OF GORDON MARTINES

LVMPD does not abide by the Oath of Honor
By Gordon Martines
Just recently another mid-level
supervisor has fallen off the perch.
Lt. James Tom Melton, the SWAT
team leader and Commander, has
disgraced every employee with his
alleged indictment for Fraud toward

an elderly couple, and various other
theft related incidents, not mentioned in the newspaper.
I am quite surprised that the
LVMPD police administration
would allow the Review-Journal to
publish such a spread in their news-

paper, with photos included, of this
alleged distinguished employee
that has risen so quickly through the
ranks, from corrections officer, in
the Clark County Jail, to sergeant,
in the Narcotics interdiction unit,
to sergeant in the Robbery/Homi-

cide Bureau, and then eventually,
after working so diligently, to becoming the Commander of the prestigious elite Special Weapons and
Tactics unit. Does anyone see
maybe a political appointment
(See From the Desk, Page 4)
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Rosie O’Donnell does not speak
on behalf of American people
Las Vegas Tribune Staff
During last year’s heated election, many celebrities threatened to
move out of the United States if
Donald Trump won the presidency,
but thus far we have not learned of
any one that has done so that did
not have a home in another country
before the November 2016 election.
None of these celebrities have
been showing their anti-American
feelings as much as comediennewannabe Rosie O’Donnell; the notso-funny overweight O’Donnell
has made the big jump from the
most ridiculous anti-Trump spokes-
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ROSIE O’DONNELL
person to a sadly anti-American
hateful individual siding with criminal murderer and Dictator of North

Korea, Kim Jong Un, by apologizing in a “friendly” message.
O’Donnell’s hateful feelings for
the American president have gone
to the extreme of siding with
spaceme like Kim Jong Un and attacking the eleven year-old son of
President Trump that is not even on
the political radar as yet.
Horne News refers to Rosie
O’Donnell’s “friendly” message to
the North Korean Dictator who has
for years threatened the safety of the
American people as a “publicity
stunt.”
“In what is likely a bizarre publicity stunt, O’Donnell recorded a
video in which she addresses Un,
and apparently thinks she speaks for
all Americans when she says “ Our

President Donald is a moron; don’t
listen to him, we don’t,” reported
the news agency.
Actor and outspoken Trump supporter Scott Baio addressed the absurdity of her message, tweeting:
“If Rosie O’Donnell likes Kim
Jong-un, the North Korean dictator
so much, how about moving
there?!?!” The Horne added to its
report on O’Donnell’s “friendly”
message to Jong-un.
The Horne News wrote that
“O’Donnell must be mortified, but
judging from her history it’s safe to
say she isn’t going anywhere. The
NY Daily News reported in 2016
that she said she would move to
Canada if Trump won the presidency. But instead, she stayed be-

hind to attempt to undermine his
influence to other world leaders.”
Celebrities that use their name
recognition to attack the United
States and even take a step further
to go get married in a country that
is an open enemy of this nation is
inexcusable and the State Department officials should take action
and penalize these Americans by
annulling their marriages and
charging a monetary penalty.
The opinion of Rosie O’Donnell
may not mean much to most people
but when she uses her alleged “celebrity status” to speak on behalf of
the American people she needs to
be stopped because she is not speaking on behalf of the American
people.

(Continued from Page 1)
bune wrote an editorial titled “Don’t
call them illegals; pretend they are
squatters” and in that editorial the
newspaper dealt with the fact that
maybe the illegals can be treated
like squatters and use the same laws
the public officials use with squatters.
Assembly Bill 161 — this bill is
intended to combat squatters, who
often produce falsified rental documents when confronted by police
officers trying to remove them from
a home they are occupying illegally.
The new law, which did take effect
July 1, protects legitimate tenants
with a lease signed by a permitted

property manager while requiring
a disclosure on rental agreements
that creates a “rebuttable presumption” that the tenant does not have
the right to live in a property if they
can’t produce a rental agreement
that has been notarized. The same
is with the legitimate legal immigrants who are protected with a resident card issued by the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Services
that creates a “rebuttable presumption” that the individual has entered
the country legally through a recognized port of entry.
That is what Sheriff Arpaio was
doing in Maricopa County (Phoenix) until a federal judge tied his

hands, stopping the top law enforcement in the county from doing his
job that brought Arpaio before another liberal Bill Clinton Federal
Judge.
Yes, I hope that President Trump
intervene s in the case of Sheriff
Arpaio and returns the respect and
recognition that the Sheriff deserves
and earned during all the years protecting the safety of the community
he so well represented.
The president already was able
to dismiss former FBI Director Jim
Comey and former Chief of Staff
Reince Priebus; people like Arpaio,
Giuliani, and Christy are people that
President Trump should be looking

to include in his administration
while he keeps a watchful open eye
on Paul Ryan, but what in the hell
do I know when I speak with an
accent?
And that is one of the reasons I
love this country — because someone like me is able to write freely
what I think.
My name is Rolando Larraz, and
as always, I approved this column.
Rolando Larraz is Editor in
Chief of the Las Vegas Tribune. His
column appears weekly in this
newspaper. To contact Rolando
Larraz,
email
him
at:
Rlarraz@lasvegastribune.com or
at 702-272-4634.
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Quote of the Week:

“Remember, we are all one
country now. Dismiss from
your mind all sectional feeling,
and bring them up to be
Americans.”—Robert E. Lee
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62% say Confederate statues
honoring leaders should remain

A person described as a counter protester throws a newspaper rack at a
person described as a white nationalist, though how those identities
were determined is not stated.

Trump notes some were protesting
the removal of a Robert E. Lee statue
and asks: Whose statue is next?
By Thomas Mitchell
Intolerance will not be tolerated.
President Trump took heat for at
first saying many sides were responsible for the violence in
Charlottesville, Va., but coming out
the next day and condemning Nazis and white supremacists did
nothing to placate his critics. Today
he was back to blaming both sides.
“I think there is blame on both
sides,” Trump said today during a
press conference that sounded more
like a shouting match with reporters.
“What about the ‘alt-left’ that
came charging at, as you say, the
‘alt-right,’ do they have any semblance of guilt?” Trump asked, according to CNN Politics. “What
about the fact they came charging
with clubs in hands, swinging clubs,
do they have any problem? I think
they do.”
He added: “You had a group on
one side that was bad and you had
a group on the other side that was

also very violent. nobody wants to
say it, but I will say it right now.”
He also noted that many of the
protesters were not racists but were
simply protesting the planned removal of a statue of Confederate
Gen. Robert E. Lee — though the
media consistently and indiscriminately labeled them all as white
nationalists. He then asked whose
statues would be removed next,
suggesting those of George Washington and Thomas Jefferson might
be targeted because they were both
slave owners.
Identity politics — which assumes that everyone with a similar
complexion, gender, gender identity, genetic composition and age all
think alike — continues to divide
Americans, when instead we should
be recognizing that everyone is an
individual with a wide spectrum of
beliefs and ideas. Everyone must be
shoved into a pigeon hole. No diversity of thought allowed. No heresy may be uttered.

(Continued from Page 1)
adding: “1984 may not arrive on
time, but there’s always 1985.”
Orwell himself called his book
a satire and took pains to correct
those who saw it merely as a denunciation of socialism.
In a letter written shortly after
the publication of the book, Orwell
wrote, “My novel ‘Nineteen
Eighty-four’ is not intended as an
attack on socialism, or on the British Labour party, but as a show-up
of the perversions to which a centralized economy is liable, and
which have already been partly realized in Communism and fascism.
“I do not believe that the kind of
society I describe will arrive, but I
believe (allowing, of course, for the
fact that the book is a satire) that
something resembling it could arrive. I believe also that totalitarian
ideas have taken root in the minds
of intellectuals everywhere, and I
have tried to draw these ideas out
to their logical consequences. The
scene of the book is laid in Britain
in order to emphasize that the English speaking races are not innately
better than anyone else and that totalitarianism, if not fought against,

could triumph anywhere.”
Here is an except that might have
a hint about current events:
Sometimes he talked to her of
the Records Department and the impudent forgeries that he committed
there. Such things did not appear to
horrify her. She did not feel the
abyss opening beneath her feet at
the thought of lies becoming truths.
He told her the story of Jones,
Aaronson, and Rutherford and the
momentous slip of paper which he
had once held between his fingers.
It did not make much impression
on her. At first, indeed, she failed
to grasp the point of the story.
‘Were they friends of yours?’ she
said.
‘No, I never knew them. They
were Inner Party members. Besides,
they were far older men than I was.
They belonged to the old days, before the Revolution. I barely knew
them by sight.’
‘Then what was there to worry
about? People are being killed off
all the time, aren’t they?’
He tried to make her understand.
‘This was an exceptional case. It
wasn’t just a question of somebody

Nineteen Eighty-Four

By Kristina Wong
Breitbart News
A new poll by NPR/PBS
NewsHour/Marist says 62 percent
of those polled said Confederate
statues honoring leaders should remain.
Only 27 percent said they should
be removed, and 11 percent said
they were unsure.
The poll sample included 36 percent Democrats, 26 percent Republicans and 37 Independents.
Asked, “Do you think statues
honoring leaders of the Confederacy should remain as a historical
symbol,” 62 percent of those polled
said yes, including 44 percent of
Democrats, 82 percent of Republicans, and 61 percent of Independents.
Asked if they should “be removed because they are offensive
to some people,” only slightly more
of the Democrats agreed, at 47 percent. Only six percent of Republicans agreed, and 27 percent of Independents.
The poll showed that the issue

was divisive among African American respondents — 44 percent believed the statues should remain and
40 percent believed they should be
removed.
The poll showed that white and
Latino respondents felt similarly —
67 of white and 65 percent of Latino
respondents believed the statues
should stay; 25 percent of white and
24 percent of Latino respondents
believed they should be removed.
The poll comes after violence

Confederate Statues
(Continued from Page 1)
looked at the removal of Confederate statues and memorials with anger.
“Sad to see the history and culture of our great country being ripped apart with the removal of our beautiful statues and monuments,” Trump tweeted. “You
can’t change history, but you can learn from it.
“Robert E Lee, Stonewall Jackson — who’s next,
Washington, Jefferson? So foolish! Also the beauty
that is being taken out of our cities, towns and parks
will be greatly missed and never able to be comparably replaced!”
The president’s tweets revived his claim on Tuesday that by removing Confederate statues, local governments and activists are “changing history, you’re
changing culture.”
Efforts to remove memorials to the losing side in
the Civil War have stepped up since hundreds of white
supremacists descended on Charlottesville. The city
of Baltimore overnight Tuesday took down four memorials. Another statue in Durham, N.C., was pulled
down by protestors.
In a defiant news conference on Tuesday, Trump

being killed. Do you realize that the
past, starting from yesterday, has
been actually abolished? If it survives anywhere, it’s in a few solid
objects with no words attached to
them, like that lump of glass there.
Already we know almost literally
nothing about the Revolution and
the years before the Revolution.
Every record has been destroyed or
falsified, every book has been rewritten, every picture has been repainted, every statue and street and
building has been renamed, every
date has been altered. And that process is continuing day by day and
minute by minute. History has
stopped. Nothing exists except an
endless present in which the Party

erupted in Charlottesville, Virginia,
between those opposing the removal of a statute of Robert E. Lee,
a Confederate general, and those
supporting it.
The majority of those polled
agreed that the automobile attack in
Charlottesville should be investigated as an act of domestic terrorism, and there was strong universal
disagreement with the Klu Klux
Klan — more than 90 percent
among all political affiliations.

defended those who gathered in Charlottesville last
weekend to protest the city’s decision to take down a
statue of Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee
He suggested that allowing the statue’s removal
could lead to the removal of other monuments to the
country’s Founding Fathers, like George Washington
and Thomas Jefferson.
Trump also appeared to equate counterprotesters
with the white supremacists and neo-Nazi groups who
incited violence in the college town Saturday.
The remarks disappointed many Republicans, who
believed Trump was moving beyond the controversy
on Monday with a statement blaming white supremacists and neo-Nazis specifically for their roles in
Charlottesville’s violence.
Trump, who has a history of doubling down on his
position when he comes under criticism, earlier on
Thursday lashed out at Sens. Jeff Flake (R-Ariz.) and
Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.), both of whom have criticized the president’s remarks.
Trump accused Graham of seeking publicity with
his criticism, while he offered support for a GOP primary challenger to Flake.

is always right. I know, of course,
that the past is falsified, but it would
never be possible for me to prove
it, even when I did the falsification
myself. After the thing is done, no
evidence ever remains. The only
evidence is inside my own mind,
and I don’t know with any certainty
that any other human being shares
my memories. Just in that one instance, in my whole life, I did possess actual concrete evidence after
the event — years after it.’
‘And what good was that?’
‘It was no good, because I threw
it away a few minutes later. But if
the same thing happened today, I
should keep it.’
‘Well, I wouldn’t!’ said Julia.

‘I’m quite ready to take risks, but
only for something worth while, not
for bits of old newspaper. What
could you have done with it even if
you had kept it?’
‘Not much, perhaps. But it was
evidence. It might have planted a
few doubts here and there, supposing that I’d dared to show it to anybody. I don’t imagine that we can
alter anything in our own lifetime.
But one can imagine little knots of
resistance springing up here and
there — small groups of people
banding themselves together, and
gradually growing, and even leaving a few records behind, so that the
next generations can carry on where
we leave off.’
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Rural groundwater grab
gets federal court hearing
By Thomas Mitchell
If whiskey is for drinking and
water is for fighting, this fight has
gone on for 28 years and the combatants are still flailing madly.
In 1989 the agency that is now
the Southern Nevada Water Authority (SNWA) filed paperwork with
the state engineer to lay claim to
589,000 acre-feet of groundwater in
central Nevada — primarily White
Pine, Lincoln and Nye counties —
that would be tapped with a 300mile, $1.5 billion pipeline from near
Ely to Las Vegas.
The litigation and hearings and
debates began immediately. Since
then the amount of water sought has
been trimmed to 84,000 acre-feet
while the price tag on the pipeline
has grown to an estimated $15 billion.
Three years ago several counties
and groups filed lawsuits in federal
court seeking to block the water
grab, claiming the federal land
agencies had failed to properly
evaluate the environmental damage
and follow the law. The lawsuits
claimed the Interior Department
and the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) violated the National
Environmental Policy Act and the
Federal Land Policy and Management Act in approving the groundwater project.
This past week in a Las Vegas

courtroom federal Judge Andrew
Gordon heard nearly two hours of
oral arguments from both sides
seeking summary judgment.
“The proposed pumping would
amount to a devastating groundwater mining project, under which the
groundwater system would not
even begin to approach equilibrium
for thousands of years, with the
potential of never reaching equilibrium,” the original suit by the counties claimed.
Judge Gordon noted that in the
three years since then the two sides

floating around?
For those who don’t know, the
SWAT Commander can call and
order the Life or Death of a suspect
that the SWAT team has deployed
against, and let’s say has barricaded
himself, with hostages. Not even
the Sheriff has that kind of Juice or
authority. It would stand to reason
that the person they would put in
charge of the SWAT team should be
a person of high integrity, stellar
character, with an exemplary record
of achievement along with unquestioned honesty. At least that is what
we are all lead to believe. Unfortunately, allegedly not so with regard
to Lt. James Tom Melton.
I personally have witnessed several unholy acts committed by then
Sgt. Melton, and now Lt. Melton.
Between the years 2010 and 2013,
I have observed on two separate
occasions Sgt. Melton riffling
through the desks of off-duty detectives and then spontaneously
telling me directly that he has “the
right to go through anyone’s desk”
because he is a supervisor and a sergeant. The second time I caught him
rifling through desks of another off-

observed by a female clerk, unknown to Sgt. Melton.
I personally caught Sgt. Melton
sitting at my police work desk on
two separate occasions rifling
through my police files and my personal files and property that I
brought from home and used in
training scenarios and police incidents. I requested that Sgt. Melton
remove himself from my chair and
desk so that I could continue working and eventually go home. I reported this to Lt. Clinton Nichols
who took no action and ignored it.
In April of 2010, a long series
of robberies, sexual assaults, and
home invasions occurred throughout the city; the robbery unit solved
these cases with five suspects arrested. This case was immortalized
in the Review-Journal on April 14,
2010. Unfortunately, the evidence
had became tainted, the chain of
custody broken, pursuant to five
search warrants, whereby the evidence never made it to the LVMPD
evidence vault, with the help by
detectives that were never involved
in the case. (It should be noted that
DA David Roger allegedly had to

From
The Desk
(Continued from Page 1)
duty squad of detectives and was

AJ Maimbourg/Ed Klapproth, Co-Founders
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have have filed thousands of pages
of briefs.
Attorney Simeon Herskovits,
representing the counties, the Great
Basin Water Network and other
parties, argued that the federal agencies had failed to consider the impact of the whole project on the
environment and the aquifer, but
had taken a tiered approach, looking at the impact of each well as it
comes online. He noted the objective is for the recharge of the aquifer to equal the draw down by the
SNWA wells, but he argued that is

not possible.
Herskovits argued that the wells
would drop the water table to the
point that wetlands and springs
would dry up and affect several endangered species that depend on
them.
At times the arguments seemed
to parallel those that have already
taken place in state court: Is it even
possible to predict the wells’ effects
and mitigate those effects at some
future point?
In 2013 state Senior Judge Robert Estes ruled that State Engineer

Jason King had the authority to approve the transfer of water from
Spring, Cave, Dry Lake and
Delarmar valleys to Las Vegas, but
had failed to establish objective criteria for just when mitigation —
such as halting pumping — would
have to be initiated.
But in this past week’s federal
suit an attorney representing the
BLM, Luther Hajek, noted the job
of the BLM is to issue the permit
for the pipeline across public lands,
while it is up to the state engineer
to decide if the water is available.
Judge Gordon questioned the
attorney about the BLM’s duty to
assess potential degradation and
asked whether the BLM had buried that question in paperwork without really analyzing.
SNWA’s attorney, Hadassah
Reimer, argued that the plaintiffs
were second guessing Southern
Nevada officials who had determined a need to diversify Clark
County’s water portfolio, because
it draws 90 percent of its water from
a dwindling Lake Mead.
The state engineer has scheduled
hearings for the end of September
on the court-ordered review of mitigation standards. Judge Gordon
said he will rule on the motions for
summary judgment before then.
Buoying the plaintiffs’ argu(See Water Grab, Page 5)

step down because of this attempted
coverup.)
Sgt. Melton read a false
Officer’s report regarding this particular case to my partner, Luis
Araujo, and I, in his office, whereby
we were supposed to support this
false report and lie about what we
had learned. I flatout refused to be
a party to this felony crime and left
his office in disgust. He was not
happy with me. From that point on,
communication from anyone in the
investigative services bureau had
been told not to talk to Det.
Martines about anything; this came
directly from Sheriff Gillespie.
On November 7, 2010, after returning from vacation, Sgt. Melton
confronted me in his office; he
threatened my life twice, made ethnic slurs about my Mexican Origin,
informed me that he had ransacked
my police desk whereby some of
my personal property was taken,
including $200.00 in cash from the
second drawer in my desk, and then
he relieved me of duty with an impending IAB complaint for a messy
desk. This set of actions by Sgt.

Melton was so overwhelming to
me, that I had a cardiac incident,
which later rendered me totally and
permanently disabled after spending $50,000.00 in medical costs.
I later contacted the FBI about
the tainted evidence case and the
rest is history: DA David Roger
Stepped down and DDA Roy
Nelson was fired. The suspects all
took plea deals minus the sexual
assault charges.
It should be noted, I filed a crime
report stating that Sgt. Melon has
destroyed official documents (case
files) and had threatened my life
twice, verbally, in his office. I also
filed several policy complaints
against Sgt. Melton, one being that
he is a racist, and a prolific user of
the “N” word, as reported by his
fellow co-worker. I also suggested
very seriously that Sgt. Melton be
examined psychologically to see if
he is mentally fit to be a police officer.
I condemn also the police administration for not addressing
these previous issues in a timely
manner. I am certain that the crimi-

nal offences that are currently pending against Lt. Melton would not
have occurred otherwise.
Unfortunately, there are several
other employees (police Officers)
that are in the same category as Lt.
Melton. What is it going to take to
minimize the damage they do?
In God We Trust
*****
Gordon Martines is a former
LVMPD detective who has served
in many capacities over his 39-year
career in law enforcement. He was
a candidate for sheriff in 2002,
2006, 2010 and 2014, with the intention of bringing integrity and accountability back to the department,
and filed a federal lawsuit against
LVMPD in 2011. Martines has appeared on “Face The Tribune” radio show several times and is currently the host of “Open Mic” on
Tuesdays and Thursday at 11:00
a.m. He contributes his opinions
and ideas to the Las Vegas Tribune
to keep the public informed and
help improve policing in Las Vegas.
Gordon Martines can be contacted
via email at coper71@hotmail.com.
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Interior Department orders relaxing
of sage grouse habitat restrictions
By Thomas Mitchell
This week Interior Secretary
Ryan Zinke ordered the implementation of recommendations from a
team that reviewed the previous
administration’s draconian land use
restrictions under the guise of protecting sage grouse. The team —
which included officials from Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service, Bureau of Land Management, U.S.
Geological Survey, the U.S. Forest
Service and representatives from
the 11 affected states — called for
lifting certain restrictions that impacted economic activity without
actually affecting sage grouse populations.
Zinke’s 55-page order echoed
criticisms that were included in
various lawsuits brought by several
states, including Nevada. Zinke’s
order says the changes are not one-

size-fits-all, the very words used by
Nevada Attorney General Adam
Laxalt a year ago about litigation
he had filed to block the land

use restrictions.
Shortly after Zinke announced
the changes, Laxalt lauded the
move, saying, “I am glad to see this

progress on an issue important to
so many Nevadans. I agree with
Secretary Zinke that the federal
government and Nevada can protect the sage-grouse and its habitat,
while also ensuring that conservation efforts do not undermine job
growth and local communities.”
Nevada’s lawsuit accused the
various federal land agencies of violating the law and ignoring scientific evidence when it concocted a
341-page pronouncement in 2015
that 10 million acres of public land
in 16 Western states — nearly a
third of that in Nevada — would
be taken out of consideration for
future mining claims, as well as oil
and gas drilling near breeding
grounds and that there would be
additional reviews on grazing permits. The plan envisioned restrictions on grazing, resource develop-

How far will people have to walk to
an exhibition football game in August?
By Thomas Mitchell
The Clark County Unified Development Code states:
The regulations in this Chapter establish minimum parking requirements. The property owner shall be responsible for ensuring that adequate
parking is provided for resident, guest, customer, employee, delivery vehicle parking, and/or company vehicle parking if additional spaces in
excess of the minimum requirements are necessary.
A 7-Eleven without adequate parking would be rejected. Though all
animals are equal, some are more equal than others. The 65,000-seat Raiders football stadium has parking for only 15 percent of the cars needed.
How far will people have to walk to an exhibition football game in
August? Well, there are plans for a 30-foot pedestrian bridge over Interstate 15 connecting the Strip to the stadium.
Yeah, that’s the $750 million ticket.

Plans for football stadium are presented to a planning board.

A note to the anonymous coward
with a throw-away cell phone

By Rolando Larraz
Las Vegas Tribune
This could be called a sidebar to the article of the
Nevada Supreme Court or the Nevada State Bar, but it
also could be called a posted reference about the author of the article, in this case, that would be me,
Rolando Larraz.
In case you don’t know much about me, I have been
a permanent resident of Las Vegas since 1959; I have
been in the publishing business and media since 1963,
including the first Spanish Newspaper, the first Spanish radio show, and the first Spanish television show.
For two months my company was the publisher of the
Las Vegas Mirror with the late Ralph Petillo; I bought
and published the Las Vegas Times that later became
the Las Vegas Tribune. I launched YBS radio and later

Holper

(Continued from Page 1)
Keith DeRiso, they could have
made her case disappear by now, or
at least “quash” the arrest warrant
that is putting her in danger of being arrested for a criminal offense
categorized as a category D felony.
The series that we are currently
writing about local Attorney Scott
Holper is in the same category; everything we print is taken from
court documents, and in some cases
we do not print the names of his
victims because most of them are
concerned about Holper’s erratic
behavior that could possibly hurt
them.
Scott Holper has been arrested
for domestic violence, burglary and
other charges; he has orders of protection filed against him by several
other attorneys, his own father and
stepmother and his own wife, even

Radio Tribune.
I am not a super macho man, but I do not consider
myself a coward either; I am not a super man, but I am
not any less of a man either.
I do not carry a concealed weapon and I don’t carry
a knife either. I had a knife pulled on me in the middle
of the coffee shop at the Tropicana Hotel; I had a bomb
placed in my office; I had someone shoot at me when I
got out of my car; and I survived all that.
I am always alone, walk around downtown alone
and I drive my pickup truck all alone every day and
am still alive, I have no scars anywhere on my body —
and no bullet holes either.
If all that does not make you wonder, now I am going to ask you, using a line from movie star Clint
Eastwood, “Whoever you are, do you feel lucky?”

if she now wants to deny it during
a one-way telephone conversation
in which she did not let anyone else
get a word in, but the Nevada State
Bar seems not to care and allows
Holper to continue his law practice,
risking the safety and perhaps the
life of many people that are in contact with him.
Scott Holper refers to individuals of the Black race as “Niggers
smoking crack” and has already
agreed with the Nevada State Bar
to a lengthy suspension from the
practice of law for numerous violations, including lying to judges
and ripping off clients, but it seems
like the Nevada Supreme Court is
not in any hurry to act by confirming that suspension or refusing to
act on that suspension.
The day his wife called the Las
Vegas Tribune office to yell, insult

and threaten this reporter, along
with an anonymous cowardly telephone call telling this reporter “I am
going to stab you” doesn’t seem to
count in the eyes of the Nevada
Supreme Court, but it does not
count in this reporter’s mind either.
We have stated many times that
we are not in this business to get
rich, to make friends or to win a
popularity contest; we are in this
business to expose the corruption
and the wrongdoing by public and
elected officials at all levels of government.
We do not scare too easily; if
anyone believes that by making a
telephone call to tell me he is going to stab me is scary to this reporter, he will be very disappointed
to know it is nothing more than a
laughing matter to me.

Water Grab

ment, solar and wind energy, and
public access on more than 16 million acres of public land in Nevada
altogether. This was being done
even though the government declined to list the sage grouse under
the Endangered Species Act.
Specifics in Zinke’s order include recognizing that “proper livestock grazing is compatible with
enhancing or maintaining Greater
Sage-Grouse (GRSG) habitat” and
orders incentives be used to encourage grazing practices that improve
conditions conducive to grouse
habitat.
While the previous administration failed to even consider predator control as a means of protecting
grouse, the Interior Department order calls for research into both lethal and non-lethal predator control.
In 1989, the Nevada Department of
Wildlife planted 1,400 chicken eggs
in 200 simulated grouse nests during the 15-day period when sage
hens lay their eggs. All the eggs
were destroyed by predators,
mostly ravens.
The order also recognizes the
need to reduce the overpopulation
of wild horses and burros that eat
and trample sage grouse habitat,
something the previous administrations have been lax about.
It also discusses the need to fund
fire fuel reduction and fighting invasive species. It also anticipates
flexibility to allow the development
of both fluid and solid minerals.
It even calls for experimenting
with captive breeding of grouse to
enhance the population.

(Continued from Page 4)
ments is a 2014 study by the U.S. Geological Survey.
Because of the magnitude of the project and the interconnected nature
of groundwater basins in the region, there have been concerns that new
pumping will threaten the wetlands and ranches that rely upon them, said
Melissa Masbruch, USGS scientist and lead author of the study.
The study calculated all the current groundwater recharge from various sources, including precipitation, unconsumed irrigation and inflow
from other aquifers and found that the valley groundwater receives about
175,000 acre-feet. But when all of the current outflow is added up —
wells, springs, streams and outflow to other aquifers — it is almost precisely the same amount of water — equilibrium.
More wells would upset the balance.
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Bunkerville defendant kicked off the witness
stand by judge for, well, defending himself

By Thomas Mitchell
The judge in the trial of four defendants in the 2014 Bunkerville
standoff with BLM agents attempting to confiscate rancher Cliven
Bundy’s cattle has made it clear she
will not allow a defense based on
First or Second Amendment rights
or claims that BLM misbehavior
provoked the protest.
On Thursday she cut short the
testimony of defendant Eric Parker
after he tried to mention in his defense testimony a “First Amendment area” the BLM had set up to
isolate protesters — an area that
Gov. Brian Sandoval said “tramples
upon Nevadans’ fundamental rights
under the U.S. Constitution” — and
attempted to mention where a BLM
sniper was positioned.
The judge told Parker to step
down without completing his testimony. Reportedly there will be no
cross examination and no jury questions.

First Amendment area cordoned off by BLM.
Now, if Parker can’t even men- one who has ever even heard the
tion the First or Second Amend- phrase “jury nullification”; the one
that guarantees the right to obtain
ment, can he mention the Sixth?
You know, the one that guaran- witnesses in his favor, rather than
tees the right to a speedy and pub- having witnesses testify without the
lic trial, rather than one that takes jury present, as happened earlier in
place a year and a half after an ar- the week.
This is the text of the Sixth
rest; the one that guarantees an impartial jury, rather than one stacked Amendment:
In all criminal prosecutions, the
by the prosecution to remove anyaccused shall enjoy the right to a

BLM snipers?
speedy and public trial, by an im- of counsel for his defense.
partial jury of the state and district
No need to mention the Eighth’s
wherein the crime shall have been prohibition against excessive bail
committed, which district shall and cruel and unusual punishment,
have been previously ascertained
nor the Fifth’s double jeopardy
by law, and to be informed of the
clause since the first trial ended in
nature and cause of the accusation;
to be confronted with the witnesses a hung jury, probably due to all that
against him; to have compulsory nonsense about constitutional rights
process for obtaining witnesses in to free speech, assembly and bearhis favor, and to have the assistance ing arms that this jury will not hear.

Game of chicken is ‘bereft of reason’

Protesters outside courthouse.

Barcelona

(Continued from Page 1)
the past 13 months in which they
have used vehicles to bring carnage
to the streets of European cities.
That modus operandi – crude,
deadly and very hard to prevent –
has killed well over 100 people in
Nice, Berlin, London, and
Stockholm.
Witness Tom Gueller told the
BBC: “I heard screams and a bit of
a crash and then I just saw the
crowd parting and this van going
full pelt down the middle of the
Ramblas and I immediately knew
that it was a terrorist attack or something like that.”
“It wasn’t slowing down at all.
It was just going straight through
the middle of the crowds,” he
added.
It was the deadliest attack in
Spain since March 2004, when Islamist militants placed bombs on
commuter trains in Madrid, killing
191 people and wounding more
than 1,800.
Spanish Prime Minister Mariano
Rajoy said on Twitter he was en
route to Barcelona. “Maximum coordination to arrest the attackers,
reinforce security and attend to all
those affected,” he said.
The Spanish royal household
said on Twitter: “They are murderers, nothing more than criminals
who are not going to terrorize us.
All of Spain is Barcelona. Las
Ramblas will go back to being
everyone’s.”
President Trump said: “The
United States condemns the terror
attack in Barcelona, Spain, and will
do whatever is necessary to help.”
He added: “Be tough & strong,
we love you!”

Help for the wounded
La Vanguardia newspaper said
one of the suspected perpetrators
had been killed in a shootout with
police on the outskirts of Barcelona,
but this was unconfirmed.
Catalan police said a driver ran
over two police officers at a checkpoint in Barcelona after the van attack, but it was not clear if the incidents were linked.
Mobile phone footage showed
several bodies strewn along the
Ramblas, some motionless. Paramedics and bystanders bent over
them, treating them, and trying to
comfort those still conscious.
Around them, the boulevard was
deserted, covered in rubbish and
abandoned objects including hats,
flip-flops, bags, and a pram.
Belgium’s foreign minister said
a Belgian was among the dead.
Regional head Puigdemont said
people had been flocking to hospitals in Barcelona to give blood.
Holidaymaker Ellen Vercamm
told El Pais newspaper: “We saw a
white van collide with people. We
saw people going flying.”
A witness named Rebecca told
La Vanguardia: “I’ve seen a lot of
people knocked down on the floor
and the people are running and crying. The van drove down the middle
of the street dragging everyone with
it.”
Tourist draw
The incident took place at the
height of the tourist season in
Barcelona, which is one of Europe’s
top travel destinations with at least
11 million visitors a year.
French President Emmanuel
Macron, whose nation has suffered
some of Europe’s deadliest militant

DO YOU NEED AN EDITOR?
Have you been embarrassed lately when someone pointed
out to you that you misspelled a word in your report or maybe
had a whole sentence all messed up? Have you personally
felt that you could’ve done a much better job on that manuscript
but just didn’t have the time?
Why put off doing what you know you should have done before:
call in an editor! As a word-, sentence-, and document-doctor,
she will fix what needs fixing by adding a little of this or that,
and taking out what shouldn’t have been there in the first place.
Give yourself the luxury of looking your best in print!
Editor-at-your-service@gmail.com. 1-775-513-0942

By Thomas Mitchell
OK, here’s what we plan to do:
On a day in the near future we are
going to do target practice in the
direction of your house, but we
don’t plan to hit you or it, so you
should not fire back. Got it?
That’s pretty much what that
North Korea military officer said,
according to The Associated Press
account:
SEOUL, South Korea — North
Korea has announced a detailed
plan to launch a salvo of ballistic

attacks in recent years, tweeted:
“All my thoughts and France’s solidarity to the victims of the tragic
attack in Barcelona.”
A Vatican spokesman said Pope
Francis was praying for the victims
and wanted to express his closeness
to all Spanish people, especially the
victims and their families.
Authorities in Vic, a small town
outside Barcelona, said a van had
been found there in connection with
the attack. Spanish media had earlier reported that a second van had
been hired as a getaway vehicle.
Barcelona is the capital of the
wealthy northeastern region of
Catalonia, which plans to hold a
popular vote on Oct. 1 on whether
it should secede from Spain. It is in
dispute with the central government, which says the vote cannot
go ahead because it is unconstitutional.
Following the attack, security
staff at Barcelona airport suspended
a strike that started in early August.
“Our work is now more necessary
than ever,” a spokesman said.

A news broadcast in Seoul shows the distance
between North Korea and Guam.
missiles toward the U.S. Pacific ter- to Kim whether the move is acturitory of Guam, a major military ally carried out.
hub and home to U.S. bombers. If
We know North Korea has test
carried out, it would be the North’s fired a number of missiles, but we
most provocative missile launch to have no idea how accurate their aim
date.
has been. After all, so far they have
The announcement Thursday able to hit an ocean.
warned that the North is finalizing
The insane announcement came
a plan to fire four of its Hwasong- after Trump said of North Korea’s
12 missiles over Japan and into continued provocations: “it faces
waters around the tiny island, which retaliation with fire and fury unlike
hosts 7,000 U.S. military personnel any the world has seen before.”
on two main bases and has a popuA North Korean general replied
lation of 160,000.
by saying: “Sound dialogue is not
Japan and South Korea vowed a possible with such a guy bereft of
strong reaction if the North were to reason and only absolute force can
go through with the plan.
work on him.”
It said the plan, which involves
It would take 18 minutes for the
the missiles hitting waters 19 to 25 missiles to reach Guam once fired
miles from the island, could be sent from their mobile launchers. Not a
to leader Kim Jong Un for approval lot of time to decide how to react.
within a week or so. It would be up
Bereft of reason?

Unemployment hits 16-year-low
(HORN NEWS) — U.S. employers added 209,000 jobs in July,
a second straight month of robust
gains that underscore the
economy’s vitality as it enters a
ninth year of expansion.
The unemployment rate slipped
to 4.3 percent from 4.4 percent,
matching a 16-year low first
reached in May, the Labor Department said Friday.
But growth in Americans’ paychecks — a persistent weak spot
since the recovery began in June
2009 — remains slower than economists had hoped. Average hourly
pay rose by 2.5 percent from a year
earlier, the same annual pace as in
June. That’s below the 3.5 percent
to 4 percent that is typical when the
unemployment rate is this low.
Still, the hiring data points to a
healthy economy despite some
mixed signals in recent weeks.
Employers appear to be optimistic
about their businesses and future
consumer demand. The solid job
gains may also fuel greater consumer spending, which would bolster economic growth.
“The July jobs report is solid
from top to bottom – with the caveat that wage growth, while stronger than expected, remains subdued,” Andrew Hollenhorst, an
economist at Citi.
President Donald Trump celebrated the report in a tweet shortly
after the numbers were released.
“Excellent Jobs Numbers,” he
wrote, “and I have only just begun.”
Employers have added 184,000
jobs a month this year.

Investors welcomed the news,
with the Dow Jones industrial average rising 43 points in mid-day
trading.
Hiring was particularly strong in
restaurants and bars, which added
53,100 jobs. Education and health
care, which includes both higherpaying and lower-paying jobs,
gained 54,000.
Manufacturers added a solid
16,000 jobs. Professional and business services, which includes
mostly higher-paying jobs such as
engineers, accountants and architects, added 49,000.
Retail jobs were mostly unchanged, as brick and mortar shops
continue to struggle. Yet transportation and wahrehousing, which has
been boosted in recent years by the
rapid growth of e-commerce, also
barely added jobs.
The solid job market is also reflected in recent corporate moves.
Amazon held a nationwide “hiring
day” Wednesday in an effort to fill

By The Horn editorial team
(HORN NEWS) — NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell said on
Monday that he won’t take any
action when players politicize
America’s favorite sport by sitting
or kneeling during The Star
Spangled Banner.
Instead, he wants people to be
more understanding when a sporting event is turned into a big liberal protest.
At a Q&A session with Arizona
Cardinals season-ticket holders,
Goodell implied to the crowd that
Americans need to get comfortable
with these protests because some
players “have different viewpoints.”
Get comfortable with disrespecting America and the flag?
“The national anthem is a special moment to me. It’s a point of
pride,” Goodell said. “But we also
have to understand the other side,
that people do have rights and we
want to respect those.”
Yes, of course they have those
rights...

NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell
But viewers have rights, too — isn’t good enough for Kaepernick.
and many say they do not turn on
Goodell choosing to do nothing
the NFL to get liberal politics about these “protests,” will unshoved down their throats!
doubtedly lead to more subpar playPlayers like Colin Kaepernick ers who are desperate for the spotseized the spotlight last year with light.
his refusal to stand for the National
But when America starts turning
Anthem, and supporters claim he’s off the games instead, they’ll be
been banned from the league for more pressure — in the pocketthis political stance — despite book.
Kaepernick turning down a
Comment “Stand up!” if YOU
$900,000 contract over the off-sea- respect the national anthem.
son.
Like the American flag, it seems
anything less than a million-dollars
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Debbie Wassermann Schultz

50,000 jobs. And President Donald
Trump has highlighted announcements by Taiwanese manufacturer
Foxconn and carmakers Toyota and
Mazda to open plants in the U.S.
Other recent economic reports
had sent mixed signals. Americans
are buying homes at a healthy pace,
but car sales have fallen off. Factory production is expanding modestly, but a report Thursday pointed
to slower growth among services
firms, such as retailers, banks and
construction companies. Consumers also turned cautious in June and
barely raised their spending compared with May.
The economy expanded at a
healthy 2.6 percent annual pace in
the April-June quarter, up from an
anemic 1.2 percent in the first three
months of the year. Still, that leaves
the growth at about 2 percent in the
first half of the year, the same modest pace of growth the U.S. has experienced since the Great Recession.

NFL commish: ‘Fans should
be OK with anthem protests’

Busy legal office looking for a
family law attorney. Answer to:

Legal@criminaldefenseoflasvegas.com

An outreach
program to help
the homeless to
help themselves.
CHAPLAINSTEVEN
STJOHN.COM

Newspaper throws
stones at liberal
East Coast media
By Thomas Mitchell
The Las Vegas newspaper carried a front page story in its Sunday edition that criticized The New York Times and The Washington Post for
largely ignoring the story of five Pakistani-born congressional informational technology employees suspected by Capitol Police of violating security policies.
“Unlike the Trump Russian scandal, however, The Washington Post
and The New York Times have barely reported on the story, which has
conservatives observing — with President Donald Trump’s Twitter account concurring — that the mainstream media have a double standard,”
the story, which carries a slug calling it an analysis, reports.
Up until Sunday, the local paper had itself carried only two mentions
in print of the main character in the story, Imran Awan. One was a Washington Post story about Trump’s twitter posts that mentioned a Trump
tweet about Awan. Another was a brief that reported Rep. Debbie
Wasserman Schultz, the former Democratic National Committee chairwoman, had finally fired Awan after his arrest at Dulles Airport as he was
about to board a flight to Pakistan after wiring nearly $300,000 there.
Some of that money was suspected of being the proceeds of bank fraud.
In the past month alone the paper appears to have carried a dozen
accounts that contain the words Russia, Trump and collusion.
After reporting that the five suspects — four members of the same
family and a friend of the family — had been paid $4 million over the
past dozen years, “three times higher than the norm for a government
contractor,” the analysis scolded:
“There is enough smoke to this story to merit intense news coverage.
Yet, The Washington Post, the federal government’s hometown paper,
had published only two stories on the Awan saga as of Tuesday, when the
Post ran an explainer that looked at the story through two lenses — one
conservative, one liberal.”
The analysis concludes with this observation: “It is impossible not to
see a double standard. The Democrats’ IT guys enjoy the presumption of
innocence. And that would be OK, if big beltway media showed the president the same courtesy.”
Those who live in glass houses...
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National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges
resolves to address homeless youth and families

The NCJFCJ recognizes that juvenile court judges have a leadership role
in their communities to care for and protect youth within their jurisdictions.
EINPresswire.com — The National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges (NCJFCJ) recently
passed a resolution at its 80th Annual Conference in Washington,
D.C. addressing the needs and issues of homeless youth and families in juvenile and family courts.
The NCJFCJ recognizes that juvenile court judges have a responsibility and leadership role in their
communities to care for and protect
youth within their jurisdictions.
This includes safe and stable housing, connecting youth to services
that include case management, alternative housing, substance abuse
and mental health services, life
skills and counseling and family
reunification, where possible and
appropriate, to improve their outcomes.
There are an estimated 200,000
homeless families with children in
2016 in the U.S., of which 35,000
were unaccompanied youth
younger than 24. Some estimates
indicate 380,000 youth younger
than 18 experienced a period of
homelessness of 1 week or more
during the year, and nearly 90,000
students in public schools are
homeless. Victims of domestic violence and their children are at risk
of becoming homeless due to isolation from support networks and
financial resources by their abuser.

More than 40,000 victims of domestic violence seek emergency
shelter in a given day.
“This is one of those cross-cutting issues that present many challenges,” said Melissa Sickmund,
Ph.D., director, NCJFCJ’s National
Center on Juvenile Justice.
“Homelessness touches children
and families involved with the child
welfare system and youth in the juvenile justice system. There is
heightened need for LGBTQ youth
and youth who are trafficked or who
run away. We need to examine our
policies and practices and make
sure, first, that we do no harm. Then
we need to work together with determination to better serve youth
experiencing homelessness, fami-

lies experiencing homelessness,
and those with unstable housing
that puts them in jeopardy of
homelessness.”
In a study of homeless youth, 44
percent said they had a stay in jail,
prison or a detention center. Seventy-eight percent said they had at
least one interaction with police,
and 62 percent said they had been
arrested. Approximately 50 percent
said they had been in foster care,
and experienced homelessness for
longer periods of time than youth
not in foster care. Homeless youth
are also disproportionately AfricanAmerican, Hispanic, or LGBTQ.
“Far too many of these young
people will come into contact with
the justice system as a result of their
lack of safe and stable housing,”
said Naomi Smoot, Esq., executive

director, Coalition For Juvenile Justice. “We are thrilled to have the
NCJFCJ join us in our efforts to
ensure that young people are not
criminalized for experiencing
homelessness, and similarly that
they
do
not
experience
homelessness as a result of contact
with the justice system.”
“Juvenile court judges have a
unique opportunity to help prevent
or shorten youth homelessness,”
said Casey Trupin, program officer
of youth homelessness, Raikes
Foundation. “Too many young
people exit child welfare and juvenile detention onto the streets. What
happens in the legal system often
makes the difference between
whether their next stop after the
courtroom is a home, a shelter or
under a bridge. What judges do,
inside and outside of their courtroom, can change this — this resolution is the first step to ending the
courts-to-streets pipeline.”
The resolution outlines the strategies for judges to better serve
youth experiencing homelessness
and opposes the criminalization of
youth for behaviors that result from
their lack of safe and stable housing. It also encourages policies that
ensure youth never spend a single
extra day in juvenile justice system
custody because of lack of housing
options.
“The American Bar Association
(ABA) applauds the National

Council on Juvenile and Family
Court Judges for this resolution and
its efforts to address the needs of
homeless youth and families,” said
Linda Klein, ABA president. “The
ABA looks forward to collaborating with the NCJFCJ and other partners to improve access to justice by
expanding legal assistance to vulnerable populations—and to homeless youth in particular through the
recently launched ABA Homeless
Youth Legal Network.”
The NCJFCJ calls on judges to
provide strong leadership on this
issue to convene child welfare and
juvenile justice system stakeholders and develop a coordinated response to increase the effectiveness
in identifying youth who lack stable
and secure housing at the earliest
stage possible.
“Our resolution demonstrates
NCJFCJ’s leadership by providing
juvenile and family court judges
with concrete steps they can take
in their local communities to improve outcomes for youth and families who lack stable housing when
they come to the attention of the
justice system,” said Judge Anthony
(Tony) Capizzi, NCJFCJ president.
“The resolution also calls for judges
to provide strong leadership on this
issue to convene child welfare and
juvenile justice system stakeholders to develop strategies to improve
responses to youth experiencing or
who
have
experienced
homelessness.”

DOJ in ‘advanced stage’ of
AT&T-Time Warner merger
By Ali Breland
The Hill
The Justice Department’s (DOJ)
review of AT&T’s pending merger
with Time Warner is reportedly in
an “advanced stage,” according to
The Wall Street Journal.
According to sources, the DOJ
has also looked into whether or not
AT&T’s customer data should be
available to rivals at a “reasonable
cost.” Such data could be valuable
for targeted advertising, something
that AT&T sees as increasingly
valuable.
Allowing that access could help
the merger pass regulatory approval.
The $85 billion merger has attracted criticism from both parties.
President Trump during his campaign said he would oppose the
deal. After taking office, it was unclear if Trump still opposed the
deal.
Other reports said officials in his
administration saw it as potential
leverage over CNN, a Time Warner
network which has clashed with

Trump over coverage.
Those reports led Democrats to
press Attorney General Jeff Sessions and other officials to ensure
that there would be no political interference in the decision.
Democrats in Congress have
also voiced concerns the deal could
limit consumers’ choices and raise
prices.
Experts have said it is likely the
deal will be approved as Time
Warner and AT&T are not direct
competitors. AT&T says it expects
the deal to be finalized by the end
of the year.
The DOJ’s review is also advancing despite a vacancy atop its
antitrust division. Trump’s nominee
to be DOJ antitrust chief, Makan
Delrahim, is waiting for his nomination to move forward in the Senate.
Delrahim’s confirmation is not
necessary for the deal to be approved, however. Should he be confirmed before it’s finalized, he has
already said that he doesn’t see
major problems with the merger.
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RadioTribune Lineup
“Open Mic”

Every Tuesday and Thursday at 11:00 a.m., Gordon Martines
hosts “Open Mic,” a popular RadioTribune.com show. The AntiCorruption Coalition of Nevada is the basis for and theme of “Open
Mic.”
Gordon Martines was a career police officer with 39 years of
on-the-job Law Enforcement experience. Past cases involving
Kevin Daley, Trayvon Cole and a variety of other covered-up criminal cases, and a billion dollars worth of missing taxpayer money,
are discussed in depth and at length on the show.
Martines spent four years as police officer with the Hermosa
Beach Police Department before moving here and resuming his
police career in Las Vegas as a Detective in the Robbery/Homicide
Bureau, retiring from the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department after 36 years of police service.
The amount of corruption and cover-ups by executive Police
Administrative officers witnessed by Martines inside the department led to his decision to contest the good ol’ boy’s club and run
for Clark County Sheriff three times against what he knew were
almost insurmountable odds.
“Open Mic” carries the voice the LVMPD does not want you to
hear, yet it is always there, every Tuesday and Thursday at 11:00
a.m. on www.radiotribune.com. Tune in!
*****

“Face The Tribune”

Face the Tribune is heard every Monday through Friday at 12
noon, hosted by Rolando Larraz.
For the last five years “Face The Tribune” has been the premier
show for interviews with politicians, civil service workers, government officials and activists, and a voice for those everyday citizens who needed to air their legal grievances. The Las Vegas Tribune newspaper has been a part of the Las Vegas community for
over 18 years and is the only independent newspaper in Clark
County.
“Face The Tribune” was established as a voice for the people of
Las Vegas and is the only news platform where judges, city councilmen, local businessmen and women, as well as Mr. or Ms. Local
Citizen, can voice their opinions and share the issues that pertain
to Las Vegas.
The show’s host, Rolando Larraz, has been a journalist in Clark
County for over 50 years. He has been a fixture in the community
and a highly respected publisher who has covered local news and
events in Las Vegas since the mid-’60s. For stories and information not available anywhere else in Las Vegas, tune into “Face The
Tribune” Monday through Friday at 12:00 noon.
*****

Chris Garcia,
The Conservative American

“Chris Garcia, The Conservative American,” is a daily radio show
streamed on RadioTribune.com Monday through Friday 1:00 p.m.
to 1:30 p.m. You can also Google the show and watch on YouTube.
The show is hosted by Chris Garcia and has daily guests on the
show touching on a variety of topics. Those topics include politics,
religion, veterans’ affairs, and many other social issues of the day.
The show welcomes people of all different backgrounds and encourages vigorous debate.
We have an open microphone policy that encourages people to
call into the show live 702-983-0711 from 1:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.
PST and join the live debate. You can also call 702-751-9955 and
talk to Chris or one of our producers and tell us what you think of
the show or set up a date to be live in studio or call in to do the
show.
We welcome businesses of Las Vegas and all over Nevada to
advertise on our show. We have the most competitive rates of any

KIOF-LP
97.9
FM
“The People’s Voice
of Las Vegas”

KIOF-LP 97.9 FM is the #1 radio
station in the Las Vegas Valley.
Something Old, Something New,
Traditional American,
Just For You!
Always Las Vegas Strong,
Where You Belong.

radio station.
If you want to hear a non-politically correct show, “Chris
Garcia, The Conservative
American” is the show for you.
We look forward to you watching and listening to the show and
will appreciate all feedback.
*****

COBRA USA
with Blu Laker

A daily Radio show Monday
through Friday 2:00 p.m. with
live guests on a variety of subjects.
Due to the importance of
health care, its out-of-control
costs with no restraints, millions
of Americans are unable to obtain it. Why? Our elected offi-
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cials have it, they don’t need to
worry. But what about the
people they represent? Find out
why on Cobra USA.
C.O.B.R.A. by the way is the
1985 Insurance Law created by
Ronald Reagan in 1985 for continuing health care coverage of
health insurance. We talk about
insurance, savings and options
available through King Cobra,
the intended amended version of
the original Cobra program. We
invite you to press Congress for
parity in health care live here at
Radio Tribune. Call or email us
at Cobra.blulaker@gmail.com
or call (949) 467- 0613.
Cobra USA is hosted by Blu
Laker, an investigative reporter
who has seen medical programs

that work around the world, with
a cure to the healthcare problem
here. Join him in these discussions to clear the air so vital to
survival itself and what you can
do to help. The world has become so large, it’s getting claustrophobic with traffic, travel,
taxes, soaring costs for food,
water, clothing and shelter, and
what are we to do? Join us with
your wisdom and knowledge to
make America great again; together we can make a difference.
Let me pick your brain for the
advancement of humanity. We
are controversial, conservative
and considerate of other people,
even when they may have different opinions.
*****

Open Mic
with Gordon Martines

11:00 a.m.
Tuesday and
Thursdays
on
RadioTribune.com

Face the
TRIBUNE

‘Face the Tribune’ is hosted
by Rolando Larraz
Monday thru Friday
at 12 noon
on www.RadioTribune.com

Monday thru Friday at 1:00 p.m.
on www.RadioTribune.com

COBRA USA
with Blu Laker

Broadcasting live from Downtown.
Always in Your Corner,
Always all around.

400 S. 4th St., Suite 500
Las Vegas, NV 89101
(702) 425-4088

Monday thru Friday at 2:00 p.m.
on www.RadioTribune.com
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A government big enough to give you everything you want, is strong enough to take everything you have. — Thomas Jefferson

Our Point of View

Tarkanian has deck
stacked in his favor

So Danny Tarkanian is running for office again and
this time the perennial Republican candidate may finally
win, yet not because of his merit, but because of mere
opportunity.
Tarkanian has been running for office as far as we can
remember. And as would be expected during the election
campaign of 2016, while Tarkanian’s wife Amy was supporting and running the Carly Fiorina campaign in Nevada, Danny was supposedly supporting Donald Trump
for president.
Now that Senator Dean Heller, a puppet of RINO Governor Brian Sandoval, is on the bad side of President
Trump and many Nevada Republicans, the best way to
win the election is for a Republican to run against Dean
Heller, who — as far as we can see — is already a washout from Nevada politics.
Tarkanian — who has always believed that his late
father’s name can open doors in Nevada, but it never
opened the door for him to win an election — may be
lucky now and win the support of President Trump, the
Republican Party, a few Republican activists, and a couple
of radio talk show hosts that have been by the president’s
side from the beginning and are not only still faithful to
the president, but also have access to the President’s ear.
In 2004 Danny Tarkanian ran an unsuccessful campaign for state senator; two years later he ran for secretary of state and lost to Ross Miller.
In 2010, Jerry Tarkanian’s son, Danny, ran for U.S.
Senate and lost again, coming in third after Sue Lowden
and Sharron Angle, who went to the general election
against Harry Reid.
In 2014 Danny Tarkanian lost to Steven Horsford from
the Harry Reid clan; Danny had almost 8,000 votes and
the Reid machine had an incredible 120,000 votes.
In 2016 the Las Vegas Tribune endorsed Danny
Tarkanian because, as we always said, Michelle Fiore is
not ready for the big leagues in the nation’s capital. We
need Michelle Fiore here in Nevada at the city, the county
or the state. but nowhere else. She may be a New Yorker,
but Nevada has adopted her.
That year, 2016, the Tarkanian child, Danny, cast 9,000
votes against Harry Reid’s new puppet who got almost
150,000 votes because the Reid socialists took the time
to get out and vote, or maybe the votes were in the box
from the night before or the last election.
There must be a reason why such a well-known name
cannot get elected in Nevada to any position he runs for,
but some people cannot take no for an answer and Danny
Tarkanian is one of them.
However, even if the people of Nevada are not ready
to elect Danny Tarkanian to any office, it seems like his
wife’s political knowledge is going to work for Jerry’s
son; (remember, while she was working for Carly Fiorina
against Donald Trump, she made her husband a supporter
of Trump and now it may pay off).
President Trump needs a Republican to run against
Dean Heller for many reasons — one may be his absence at the Republican convention in Cleveland Ohio
— and Republican Danny Tarkanian may be the man.
It is too soon for the Las Vegas Tribune to throw its
name out there for anyone; we know that we are not going to support Dean Heller due to the fact that we happen
to believe that he betrayed the Cuban community of Las
Vegas, and he insulted the American people for visiting a
country that is openly an enemy of this nation.
We of course will never support an ally or puppet of
Harry Reid under any circumstances, but we don’t know
if we can honestly support Jerry’s son.
We cannot support or help to elect a person just because his daddy was at one time, not famous, but only
half-way well known, and who at one point almost gave
Las Vegas a black eye.
We hope that some other Republican sees this Trump
opportunity to get a real candidate to run against Harry
Reid’s ghost and use it to his or her advantage, which
could help the state of Nevada.
We echo Michael McDonald’s voice during his appearance on Face The Tribune radio show: “It is time for Nevada Republicans to gather and unite for the better of the
state that has been so good to so many people; it is time
for the Nevada Republicans to start thinking of the people
of Nevada and the people of this great nation and not
look for individual benefits.”
Remember, it will not be Danny Tarkanian’s merit this
time around that may make him a winner; it will be his
mere opportunity to finally fulfill his lifelong dream of
holding a political office, regardless of what seat that is.

Here’s another chance to
repeal the Commerce Tax
By Thomas Mitchell
new moniker, Repeal the Commerce
In 2014 Nevada voters rejected by
Tax, filed another petition, fixing the
79 percent to 21 percent a proposed
wording to satisfy the courts, and
margins tax, effectively an income
plans to begin gathering signatures.
tax on state businesses. Despite this
The group is still headed by state
unequivocal rejection at the ballot
Controller Ron Knecht, as president,
box, lawmakers a few short months
and former Las Vegas City Councillater passed a similar, though curman and state Sen. Bob Beers, as secrently somewhat smaller, tax called
retary-treasurer.
the Commerce Tax.
Knecht noted the group has
The Commerce Tax passed with
started its petition drive earlier in
a two-thirds majority in the Repuborder to allow for expected legal
lican-controlled Assembly and Senchallenges. He said their lawyers
ate and was signed by a Republican
advised them to use exactly the lanTHOMAS MITCHELL
governor.
guage the courts told them to use the
In 2016 a group called RIP Commerce Tax filed an last time.
initiative petition to place repeal of the Commerce Tax
“Essentially, we are saying here’s what the Legison the 2016 ballot, but the effort stalled when, with lature passed, do you all agree?” Knecht said in a reonly a month left until the deadline for gathering sig- cent interview. “Do you want to vote for it or against
natures, the courts ruled the wording of the petition it. If you vote for it, you get the Commerce Tax. You
failed to sufficiently warn voters that a tax repeal vote against it, you repeal the Commerce Tax. You have
would unbalance the state budget — like that would the final word.”
come as a startling development to anyone.
The petition includes the entire text of the ComThis past week the same group, this time with a
(See Mitchell, Page 12)

Truth, fake news, or simple paranoia?
By Perly Viasmensky
The Miami Herald reported last Sunday that according to U.S. intelligence a Homeland Security
memo last month outlined a death threat from Venezuela against Florida Senator Marco Rubio — an
“order to have Senator Rubio assassinated.”
According to intelligence obtained by the United
States last month, one of Venezuela’s most powerful
leaders may have put out an order to kill Florida Senator Marco Rubio, who is a strong critic of the Venezuela government.
With so much hate going around, there is a very
strong possibility that the threat carries some truth,
but we cannot forget that it could also be simple paranoia on the part of the senator. It comes to memory
that sometime around October of 2015 Senator Rubio
wrongfully accused Rolando Larraz, the editor-inchief of this newspaper, for wanting to shoot the senator, dispatching the FBI to Larraz’s residence and office for absurd information he received from a member of his staff.
In the October 24, 2015 issue of the Las Vegas Tribune Alexandra Cohen reported that “The office of

the Junior U.S. Senator of Florida, Marco Antonio
Rubio, filed a report with the Federal Bureau of Investigation against the Las Vegas Tribune Editor in Chief,
Rolando Larraz, accusing the long-time Las Vegas resident of “wanting to shoot the Senator” when Larraz
called several of the satellite offices of the Senator trying to interview the Senator while he was in Las Vegas.”
“I was very surprised to see the similarity between
Harry Reid and Marco Rubio’s modus operandi,” said
Larraz, a long time critic of the Nevada Senior Senator
and former Majority Leader. “Not even Harry ever filed
that type of report against me because everyone knows
that I am not a violent man,” said Larraz, after exiting
the meeting with the FBI agent that visited his office
investigating the Senator’s “concern” for his safety.”
Larraz wanted to interview Senator Rubio after
learning that he has met the Senator’s father, Mario
Rubio, many years ago while Mr. Rubio was working
as a bar-boy at a local casino.
According to the Herald report the person behind
the order of assassination is Diosdado Cabello. Cabello
(See Viasmensky, Page 12)

ON A PERSONAL NOTE

Justice and Demonstrations:
Things are not always as they seem
By Maramis
information cannot turn a false or
Judging and hurting each other
wrong premise into one that reflects
while acting upon false premises —
the truth. Yet such actions continue
where will it end?
to occur, not just in courtrooms, but
Justice implies we finally got the
in mob scenes, riots, mindless attacks
facts right and were able to do someon the opposing side, whether verthing about it to at least attempt to
bal or physical or both — based on
set things right.
whatever incendiary words have
Demonstrations imply that somestirred up the hatred within the hearts
thing is wrong and there are people
of those anxious to hear the worst
willing to bring it to the attention of
about the other side and take “justhe public and/or the authorities.
tice” into their own hands.
If all the necessary facts pertinent
As imperfect as our courts may
to an issue at hand have not been
be, they beat bashings and the mass
MARAMIS CHOUFANI
brought out into the light, there cannot be any justice hysteria of taking matters into one’s own hands, which
— belief, hope, and all the well-“documented” argu- we always see when whole towns or groups of people
ments put forth by the highest-paid lawyers to the or those of a certain persuasion feel oppressed or igcontrary. And that can cover justice in the courts and nored or outraged and want to lash out and express
all things leading up to it.
their feelings of “injustice” or betrayal or ongoing diBut justice isn’t confined to courts or lawyers or to vision in the way they are feeling at the time — somea few individuals here or there. Stretching the mean- thing usually called a demonstration. No matter which
ing of justice to rightfully and logically include sim- side one is on, those involved in the demonstration
ply doing the right thing, that brings us up to whose would not want done to themselves what they are doversion of right are we to support? All the statements ing to others. And they cannot deny their actions, left
made in support of what someone wants to believe, or right, which are seen all over the Internet and on
plus all the actions taken based on such beliefs and
(See Maramis, Page 14)
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Editors note: The views expressed are entirely those of the writers and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the Las Vegas Tribune.

PresidentTrump’s response to the violence in
Charlottesville on Saturday was to condemn all sides

By Chuck Muth
The intentional fake news misrepresentation of President Donald
Trump’s response to the
Charlottesville tragedy is as disgraceful as it is expected.
When he blamed “both sides”
for what brought us to this point,
he wasn’t talking about neo-Nazis
vs. peaceful counter-protestors.
He was referring to violent
black-masked members of the altleft - and since the left hates us using the term “alt-left” almost as
much as us using the term “fake
news,” that’s how we’ll describe
them from here on out - who have
been assaulting Trump supporters,
shutting down conservative speakers on college campuses, rioting in
the streets, damaging and defacing
public property, and inciting violence.
That also includes the likes of
Madonna, who said earlier this year
she wanted to blow up the White
House, Johnny Depp and his barely
veiled call to assassinate the president, Kathy Griffin’s deranged
photo of her holding up a replica
of a bloody severed Trump head,
and that New York theater production of “Julius Caesar” in which an
actor resembling Trump is stabbed
on stage.

CHUCK MUTH
And let’s not forget the Obama
supporter who shot Congressman
Steve Scalise on that Virginia baseball field in June and that antiTrump wacko who executed his
Republican neighbor in Pennsylvania a week ago.
Or Missouri Democrat State
Sen. Maria Chappelle-Nadal who
wrote on her Facebook page: “I
hope Trump is assassinated!”
THOSE people.
Not Heather Heyer.
Every and any open-minded person knows that and knows EXACTLY what the President was saying and meant. Only those pre-disposed to hate Trump refuse to acknowledge it.
It’s despicable.
It does our nation absolutely no

good whatsoever to have assclown
white supremacists running around
spewing their filth — though it is
absolutely their right as Americans
to do so — OR people who falsely
accuse non-racist whites of being
racists for no reason other than their
objection to the stupidity of removing historical Civil War statues.
The president is/was correct.
There is, indeed, blame on both
sides.
*****
The American Taliban’s War
on Confederate Statues
I remember when the Taliban
first popped up on my radar screen.
It was in March 2001 — six months
before 9/11 — and the world community was outraged at its destruction of the Buddhas of Bamiyan

statues in Afghanistan.
Why would anyone blow up
statues that had been standing for
centuries? I mean, they’re just statues, right?
Well, because they “offended”
Muslim fundamentalists who believed they were “un-Islamic” and
a violation of Sharia law. So Mullah
Omar had them blown to
smithereens.
Which brings us to this
weekend’s tragic events in
Charlottesville, Virginia...
Let’s get this out of the way first:
Alex Fields, the 20-year-old human
piece of garbage from Ohio who
drove his car into that crowd of
people — killing one and seriously
injuring more than a dozen —
should be tried, convicted and

executed.
This was not an act of “terrorism.” It wasn’t a “civil rights” violation. It wasn’t a “hate” crime. It
was murder.
I don’t care what Fields’ beliefs
are. I don’t care what organizations
he might belong to. I don’t care if
he carried hate in his heart. I don’t
care if he’s a racist. What I care
about is that he used deadly violence against people who posed no
physical threat to him.
And for that, he should pay with
his own life. Firing squad at sunrise.
And with that said, you cannot
ignore what brought this all about
in the first place: The “American
Taliban’s” historically ignorant decision to remove a statue of Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee from a
Charlottesville public park.
And for the record, I’m referring
to the “American Taliban’s” War on
Statues, not their religious beliefs including the removal of another
Lee statue, among others, in New
Orleans in the dead of night back
in May.
This effort to whitewash American history in Charlottesville isn’t
something new. And you don’t have
to be a “white supremacist” or a
(See Muth, Page 13)

White Supremacists are okay according to Trump!
A President of many words stays strangely silent on white supremacists
By Mace J. Yampolsky
President Donald Trump rarely
admits he’s wrong — but has the
chance to belatedly condemn neoNazi protests at the White House
Monday. His failure to single out
white supremacists after an opposing protester died on Saturday in
Charlottesville, Virginia, sparked
anger that crossed political lines.
(Well, they are Trump supporters,
and we need all we can get! David
Duke the Ex-Grand Wizard of the
KKK supports Trump.)
The subsequent silence on the
issue of a man who usually gushes
a torrent of opinion and criticism
led critics to question his political
motivation and attitude at one of the
first moments of national angst during his presidency. Trump’s omission was striking because Presidents are called as moral leaders to
unite the nation, especially relating
to bigoted, racist groups that most
people believe have no place in U.S.
society.
But They Are Americans
And Support Me!
On Saturday, August 12th,2017,
Trump did speak out about an

MACE YAMPOLSKY
“egregious display of hatred, bigotry and violence” after a woman
died when a man with reported neoNazi sympathies allegedly rammed
protesters opposing an all-white
gathering in Virginia with a car.
But his comment that the wrongdoing was on “many sides” appeared to draw an equivalency between counter protesters and the
extreme right. Offered a second
chance to condemn the extremist by
reporters, he demurred. Sunday, a
White House official, declining to

be identified by name, said “of
course” Trump’s condemnation
“includes white supremacists,
KKK, neo-Nazi and all extremist
groups.”
Democratic Virginia Gov. Terry
McAuliffe was far more definitive
and spot on, “I have a message to
all the white supremacists and the
Nazis
who
came
into
Charlottesville today,” McAuliffe
said in a Saturday evening news
conference. “Go home. You are not
wanted in this great commonwealth. Shame on you.”
I guess World War II occurred
because of the warlike propensities
of countries on many sides. The
invasion of Poland and France by
Nazi Germany and the sneak attack
on the US at Pearl Harbor by the
Japanese are no worse than the allies defending their homeland. FDR
denounced the sneak attack as “A
Day that will live in Infamy” He
was morally outraged and galvanized the spirit of America, something Trump woefully failed to do.
Wrong, According
To Whom?
Trump doesn’t have a moral

compass. He freely admits fondling
young women. He defends his bragging about it as “locker room talk.
” Question: what locker room had
he even been in? The U.S. women’s
swim team, volleyball team or soccer team?
Pence came to the President’s
defense during a news conference
in Colombia on Sunday night, but
was far more specific than his boss
was the day before.
“We have no tolerance for hate
and violence from white supremacists, neo-Nazis or the KKK,”
Pence said, calling them “dangerous fringe groups.” What mean we,
paleface? I’m surprised that Trump
didn’t go on national television and
proclaim “Pence doesn’t speak for
me!” Or at least disseminate his
morally bankrupt views on Twitter.
Trump said, “We condemn in the
strongest possible terms this egregious display of hatred, bigotry and
violence on many sides, many
sides. ” In addition to the white nationalists, I guess blacks, Hispanics, Asians and Jews should be condemned and excoriated because
their very existence in America

should not be allowed.
This reminds me of the famous
quote by Martin Niemoller, an outspoken public foe of Adolf Hitler.
First, they came for the Socialists, and I did not speak out — (Because I was not a Socialist.
Then they came for the Trade
Unionists, and I did not speak out
—(Because I was not a Trade
Unionist.
Then they came for the Jews, and
I did not speak out — (Because I
was not a Jew.
Then they came for me — and
there was no one left to speak for
me.
Is this just business as usual? As
a lawyer and especially a criminal
lawyer, I don’t see the world in
black and white terms (unlike my
ex-wife, who called me shady.
However, she violated a part of her
so-called unyielding morally-right
credo. I guess the heart wants what
the heart wants.” But I digress; this
is flat-out wrong.
Why Did This Even Happen?
The original reason for
Saturday’s “Unite the Right” rally
(See Mace, Page 12)

Exile Deep State DOJ lawyers to Guam!
Larry Klayman describes his tussle with Federal Programs Branch attorney
By Larry Klayman
It’s a bit like the famous television show “Perry Mason” of my
youth. An idealistic criminal defense lawyer, Perry Mason, representing innocent clients, takes on
week in and week out the same
prosecutor, Hamilton Burger, and
wins every time by miraculously
exposing the truth through hard-hitting and clever cross examination
and other tactics. Over the years,
my experiences with the Federal
Programs Branch of the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ), against
whom I have faced off nearly a hundred times, reminds me of this great
legal series. But unlike the prosecutor in “Perry Mason,” who by and
large honestly believed that the state
was right to prosecute, the lawyers
in the Federal Programs Branch —
which is charged with defending
government officials and agencies
in not just Freedom of Information
Act cases, but other more complicated litigation — from my experience do not really care whether their
clients are telling the truth or obeying the law.
In short, with no exception, the
lawyers in the DOJ’s Federal Programs Branch — card-carrying

LARRY KLAYMAN
members of the Deep State most
recently ruled by President Barack
Obama and before that former
Presidents Bill Clinton and then
George W. Bush — are paid liars
who simply do what they are told
without even wanting to know the
truth, lest they be liable for the unethical conduct and even crimes
their government clients commit.
They remind me of the three monkeys “See No Evil, Hear No Evil,
Speak No Evil, ” but regrettably, the
primates who specialize in “monkeying around” with the facts and
the law in this disgraceful section

of the Civil Division of my alma
mater, number more than three. Let
me give you just two examples so
you can see what I am talking about
and prove I am not just shooting
from the hip.
First, the cases I brought and am
still litigating against our corrupt
intelligence agencies and the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)
come to mind. Claiming that they
cannot reveal whether my clients or
me have been illegally surveilled,
they even suggested to federal
Judge Richard J. Leon that this information was not just fiction, but
at the same time suggested that the
reason they could not disclose this
crucial evidence is because we
might be terrorists. Of course, Judge
Leon found a way to rule against
the government defendants in any
event, at that time finding in effect
that their protestations were ridiculous and that indeed their government clients, which included the
National Security Agency (NSA)
and President Obama himself in his
official capacity, had created an “almost Orwellian” tyrannical police
state with their unconstitutional
spying. I need not say more, but I
will.

Second, there is a Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA) case I recently brought to obtain the now
infamous memos written and illegally leaked by former FBI Director James Comey to the New York
Times to force the appointment of
Special Counsel Robert Mueller.
This case was recently consolidated
with three similar cases. One was
filed by the former group I conceived of and founded, Judicial
Watch, one by CNN, and another
by Gannett Satellite Information
Network LLC, also a media giant.
I thus participated in a conference
call last Thursday with the lawyer
assigned to the case by the Federal
Programs Branch, Carol Federighi,
Paul Orfanedes of Judicial Watch,
and Charles Tobin representing
CNN. The purpose of the call was,
as the court directed, to agree on a
briefing schedule to move this consolidated case along.
This is despite the fact that the
presiding federal judge, James E.
Boasberg, an Obama appointee,
over the last many years during the
Obama administration did his best
to slow roll important FOIA litigation to obviously protect both
Obama and Hillary Clinton. It was

Boasberg years earlier who even
refused to allow for the release of
the military’s photo of a dead
Osama bin Laden, suggesting that
it would offend Muslims. Later, he
allowed the Obama State Department to suppress records concerning Hillary Clinton and her illegal
dealings with foreign interests. Indeed, the Federal Programs Branch
has a likely friend in the leftist
Democrat Judge Boasberg in this
Comey-memo FOIA litigation, so
my strategy was to get Federighi to
agree to release the requested documents without having Judge
Boasberg involved.
With all this in mind, I opened
the telephone conference by asking
Carol Federighi what time frame
the Federal Programs Branch was
proposing to either produce the
Comey memos and related documents, or assert defenses, known as
exemptions under FOIA. She responded that her clients need several months, as the DOJ and FBI
had to review the documents and
prepare what is known as a Vaughan
index, asserting their claimed exemptions from production. But
when pressed as to how many pages
(See Klayman, Page 12)
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Malicious Metro: If They Could Do It To Me...
By Norman Jahn
First of two parts
I have been writing this column
for the Las Vegas Tribune for five
years. I started the week after I received the decision (that I lost) in
my arbitration hearing against
Metro. The decision came down in
August of 2012 — three months
after the two-day hearing and after
I had already been hired and completed a semester as an Assistant
Professor at Lake Superior State
University. I left my family in Las
Vegas for five months where my
wife and daughter were still Metro
employees. I returned, had my hearing, and packed a truck to drive to
Michigan. I had to short sell my
home for about $130,000 less than
I paid for it.
Attorney Ross Runkel from
Portland, OR was the ‘comatose’
university professor and arbitrator.
He demanded $12,000 from me
(out-of-pocket and overnight) in the
fall of 2011 — or he would cancel
the arbitration. I had to pay out-ofpocket because the Police Managers and Supervisors Association
(PMSA) claim they had voted me
out — after selling me out! I had to
borrow money from my family and
then wait until May for the hearing.
Had I prevailed, I would have possibly won my job back as well as
back pay, which is something that
does happen from time to time (i.e.,
Captain Dave O’Leary).
It is a fact, however, that on the
day I learned that I had been terminated by Sheriff Gillespie (Nov. 17,
2011), I testified in a federal jury
trial and explained how I had been
fired during the lunch recess before
I retook the witness stand. Upon my
return to the stand, I explained I was
fired for allegedly being untruthful
about crossing the street. I clearly
stated that I never wanted to work
for the LVMPD again. I had just interviewed for a job in Michigan and
I was hoping that with some due
process I would prevail at arbitration.
I learned I lost the arbitration
before starting my second semester at LSSU, so I started writing
about Metro and other topics. I
thought it would be ‘therapy’ for
me; I could get things on paper in
case I ever wanted to write a book
about my experiences, and I could
provide some perspective to law
enforcement issues and criticize
Metro by providing ‘insight with an
edge’ for readers. I had refused to

Mitchell

(Continued from Page 10)
merce Tax law as well as a 200word description of effect that mirrors the courts instruction to explain
the impact repeal would have on the
state budget. “They said use exactly
what the two courts said and that’s
what we did,” Knecht said. “That
should make the description of effect pretty much bullet proof.”
By the time the Nevada Supreme
Court ruled in 2015, the RIP Commerce Tax had already gathered
20,000 signatures of the 55,000
needed, but they had only a month
left to gather signatures, and those
20,000 were ruled invalid.
Knecht said this time the group
has joined with Americans for Prosperity for assistance in gathering
signatures.
“It is true we have to gather
twice as many signatures this time
due to turnout in the two elections,”
he noted. Petitioners must collect
signatures equal to 10 percent of the
total votes cast in the most recent
general election in each of the
state’s four Congressional Districts.
Because the 2016 election was
a presidential one and twice as
many votes were cast than in 2014,
Knecht said the group must gather
112,000 signatures — 28,000 in
each Congressional District — but
they plan to gather 160,000 signatures to allow for signers who might
not be qualified.
“Once the thing gets onto the
ballot, the issue is going to be real
simple: One, this is about jobs,”
Knecht said. “The Commerce Tax
is a job destroyer. Repealing it will
be a real help. And, secondly, for

NORMAN JAHN
accept a ‘gag’ order (not criticize
Metro or contact officers or security) in exchange for them dropping
the ‘truthfulness’ charge and allowing me to post-date a retirement letter. I refused. I had never met or
even talked to Rolando Larraz and
didn’t know him at all but he provided me with a platform that I
hope has reached some people and
helped them better understand policing and the LVMPD.
By January 2013, my supervisor (and friend) Lt. Hans Walters
and his family died in a double
murder/suicide which shook me to
the core! It was also covered up to
the core. The only other witness to
what happened in Captain Fasulo’s
office on July 5, 2011 (and the conspiracy before and after) was now
dead.
I learned in October of 2011,
while preparing for a hearing, that
just two days before being illegally
interviewed by Captain Fasulo the
LVMPD had decided to lift the ‘extended’ probationary status for
Walters in his role as a police lieutenant. I know that Fasulo and the
MAFIA held this over his head.
During my five years of writing
I have very rarely received any direct criticism, emails, or communication. There have only been a
couple of complaints brought to my
attention by the LV Tribune staff.
One was made by a former Metro
sheriff (Bill Young). I have rarely
seen an online comment that is
negative, so I had either missed
them or they have intentionally not
been forwarded to me. I have had
more concerns expressed by my
friends and family who are worried
about my personal safety and my
welfare and that of my family BECAUSE OF WHAT THEY THINK
METRO MIGHT DO TO ME OR
MY FAMILY WHEN I EXPOSE

AND UPSET THEM!
I actually hear more of those
complaints as a result of being interviewed over three years ago as
part of Ramsey Denison’s, What
Happened in Vegas documentary.
Ramsey (and several others) have
reached out to me because they had
seen my columns and they told me
their experiences ranging from police abuse to being victims of trick
rolls to doing other documentaries
like a National Geographic show on
prostitution. It should be no surprise
that Metro is not willing to share
facts on the severity of crime or figures on the amount of losses to prostitution-related crimes and/or the
reality and frequency of violence
(especially on the Strip). It is not
good for business!
My ‘involuntary separation’
from the LVMPD actually cost me
two jobs. When students and staff
at LSSU saw some of my columns
(probably from doing a Google
search) rumors were started. I suppose they figured that I shouldn’t
be teaching if I was fired by a police department for being untruthful. Maybe they didn’t know (or
didn’t care) that I had to wait for
nine months to have an arbitration
hearing. A ‘criminal justice’ program as well as students who don’t
believe in the importance of DUE
PROCESS? LSSU was and continues to be a sinking ship! In March
of 2013 (just one month after a student reported that my lieutenant had
killed his family and himself) I was
given a non-renewal notice which
ended my contract at the end of my
third semester. It was a ‘no reason
necessary’ action. A member of the
Board of Trustees asked to meet
with me out of town about two
weeks after the notice. After a twohour breakfast and discussion he
said as I was going to my car, “Tell
me about Las Vegas,” and I started
to understand what had happened.
The end of that story is that I filed a
pro se federal discrimination lawsuit against my female supervisor
and ‘amicably’ settled through a
mediation process, which I am not
allowed to discuss. Metro or Metro
‘issues’ were behind my losing a
second job!
I have been naive about more
than one thing and paid the consequences for my idealism and trust
in an obviously corrupted system.
As a result of not ever believing that
Metro would try to fire me or could
ever get away with it, I have known

the sting of personal and professional humiliation and career destruction which leads me to the title
of this column and a wrapup of my
story. IF THEY DID THIS TO ME
(for crossing the street), JUST
IMAGINE WHAT THEY WILL
DO TO YOU — or have already
done to others!
See final installment next week.

*****
Norm Jahn served with the
LVMPD for over 21 years and
achieved the rank of lieutenant. He
also served as a police chief in Wisconsin for over three years. Jahn
has been a university professor and
also taught in the criminal justice
program at the College of Southern Nevada for over a decade.
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of documents comprise the Comey
memos, she was forced to admit
that they consist of only 45 pages.
I then suggested that the entire
issue of reviewing the Comey
memos could be moot in any event,
since we now have a new Trump
administration, and Attorney General Jeff Sessions and/or his deputy
Rod Rosenstein could order them
released, as it would be beneficial
to the president. In response,
Federighi shot back that this was
not going to happen and that Special Counsel Robert Mueller would
claim an investigatory grand jury
privilege and block any release —
at which point I “reminded” her that
the DOJ rules over Mueller, not vice
versa.
Fairly certain that Federal Programs Branch lawyers would potentially defy the attorney general
and his deputy in the Trump DOJ
in favor of the compromised and
conflicted Mueller, I started to lecture Federighi of the need to represent the interests of the American
people, and not “other interests.” I
reminded her that just in the last few
years, lawyers in her section were
sanctioned by the Honorable Andrew Hanen for lying to him in the
Obama executive order amnesty
litigation — where I successfully
represented Sheriff Joe Arpaio —
and that I hoped she would act differently. I was trying to get

Federighi to have her clients do the
right thing.
But when I started to come on
strong, Paul Orfanedes of Judicial
Watch cut in and tersely told me to
be quiet. I was shocked and responded by telling Paul, whom I
had hired first at my law firm and
then at Judicial Watch, to butt out.
Indeed, while this exchange underscores the difference between my
former colleagues and me, I felt that
someone had to cut through this
obstruction.
More of this can be heard on my
weekly radio show, “Special Prosecutor With Larry Klayman”
w w w. f r e e d o m w a t c u s a . o r g ,
www.radiomerica.com, YouTube,
Roku and Amazon Fire.
The “moral” to this tale is that
its high time Attorney General Sessions clean house and replace the
lawyers of the Federal Programs
Branch — deservedly transferring
and exiling them to the DOJ field
office on the threatened U.S. territory of Guam (as it’s impossible to
fire government employees) —
since this corrupted section of
DOJ’s Civil Division does not represent the citizenry but the political-establishment Deep State.
Larry Klayman is a former Justice Department prosecutor and the
founder of Judicial Watch and Freedom Watch. His latest book is
“Whores: Why and How I Came to
Fight the Establishment.”

Klayman

Mace
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was a battle over Charlottesville’s ordered removal of a statue of Robert E. Lee. The statue is one of many Confederate symbols loathed by
anti-racism advocates but embraced by many white Southerners, who
see them as part of their heritage, as well as by white nationalists, who
believe in a separate nation for white people.
As the date drew nearer in recent weeks, the event became a kind of
Woodstock for the far-right. White nationalists and neo-Nazis made
plans to travel from around the nation to attend and see movement
luminaries such as Richard Spencer, who were proud supporters of the
president’s candidacy in 2016 in large part due to his immigration
agenda.
The night before the main demonstration, scores of white nationalists drew condemnation as they marched through the empty University of Virginia campus bearing tiki torches and chanting, “Blood and
soil!” — an old Nazi slogan — “You will not replace us!” and “White
lives matter!”
I’m shocked and not much shocks me. When is enough enough?
Be afraid, be very afraid. I am. I shudder to think what he can do to top
this. Declare war on North Korea and Bomb them subjecting the U.S.
to a nuclear attack? It is not outside the realm of possibility.
*****
For more information regarding Nevada laws, or if you feel your
rights have been violated, please call Mace Yampolsky & Associates.
Call or text us at (702) 385-9777. We are available 24/7 for emergencies. If you need help, CALL NOW before it is too late. We can help!

Viasmensky
Controller Ron Knecht, left, talks to attorney Craig Mueller during
a 2016 court hearing in an effort to repeal the Commerce Tax.
all those people who think, oh, this revenues by $536 million from
is just about corporate taxes and 2008 to 2009.
The Commerce Tax imposes a
fleecing the millionaires and billionaires, et cetera. Well, you’re gross receipts tax on all businesses
wrong. As economists have proven grossing more than $4 million a
many times over, business doesn’t year. It has different tax tables for
pay tax, it collects it from its cus- 27 different industries — ranging
tomers. This is about jobs and the from a low of 0.056 percent for
burden on Nevada families and mining to a high of 0.362 percent
for rail transportation in 67 differbusinesses.”
According to the petition’s new ent levels of revenue. Those rates
description of effect, the Commerce could easily be increased.
We urge Nevadans to sign the
Tax is expected to generate about
$102 million in the coming fiscal petition and to vote to repeal this
year, which Knecht noted is only end run on the state’s constitutional
about 1 percent of the state’s total ban on an income tax.
Thomas Mitchell is a former
revenues. The description notes that
such a shortfall can be offset by newspaper editor who now writes
cutting spending, drawing down the conservative/libertarian columns
state rainy day fund, raising other for weekly papers in Nevada. You
email
Mitchell
at
taxes or some combination. Some- may
how the state managed to survive thomasmnv@yahoo.com. He blogs
when the recession axed the state at http://4thst8.wordpress.com/.
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is the influential former military
chief who was involved in Hugo
Chavez’s return to power after the
2002 coup d’état and the leading
member of the United Socialist
Party of Venezuela.
The death threat obtained by the
Miami Herald was outlined in a
memo to several law enforcement
agencies disseminated last month
by the Department of Homeland
Security. The memo was designated
“law enforcement sensitive,” but
not classified.
If there is any truth behind the
assassination plot, according to authorities no specific information
regarding such a plot has been garnered thus far, and the United States
didn’t verify the threat.
Since so many things are happening against American citizens,
this time it has been wise to reinforce the security to protect the life
of Senator Rubio, considering the
fact that the memo stated that
Diosdado Cabello may have gone
as far as to contact Mexican nation-

als to kill Marco Rubio. It is well
known that there are several powerful Venezuelan citizens doing
business with drug cartels in
Mexico.
I honestly don’t want to sound
cynical, but thinking about the time
when Senator Marco Rubio wrongfully accused Rolando Larraz of
threatening his life, the first thing
that came to my mind was the
children’s book, “The boy who
cried wolf.”
I am sure most of us have read
the book in our younger years and
remember the words of the old man
who tried to comfort the boy (while
teaching him a lesson) on their way
back to the village: “Nobody believes a liar... even when he is telling the truth!”
*****
Perly Viasmensky is the General
Manager of the Las Vegas Tribune.
She writes a weekly column in this
newspaper. To contact Perly
Viasmensky, email her at
pviasmensky@lasvegas
tribune.com.
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Minimum Wage: Good Intentions, Bad Policy
By José Azel
Minimum wage laws are politically sacrosanct; politicians who
argue against increasing the minimum wage commit political suicide. Voters believe that minimum
wage laws are necessary to insure
that low-skilled workers, especially
new entrants, teens, and minorities,
earn a living wage and are not exploited by greedy capitalists.
Echoing this sentiment, President Obama in his 2013 State of the
Union Address proposed to increase
the federal minimum wage to $9 an
hour claiming that “This single step
would raise the incomes of millions
of working families.” Similarly, a
March 27 Miami Herald editorial
argued for state legislators to “Stop
assault on fair-wage laws.” These
are laudable ideals, but do minimum wage laws produce the desired results
Our distinction as humans is that
we survive, not by sharpness of
tooth or claws, but by sharpness of
mind, an attribute we do not seem
to use when thinking about minimum wage laws. The cruel and unspoken irony is that minimum wage
laws do the most harm to the segments of our society that we seek
to help- the unskilled poor and the
inexperienced youth.
Intuitively we all understand the
fundamental principle of economics that when the price of anything
increases, the quantity demanded of
that good or service will decrease.
The wage rate is the price of labor;
if the cost of labor is increased via
a government command, the quantity of labor demanded will decrease.
Simply put, other things constant, the number of jobs offered

JOSÉ AZEL
will decrease when the minimum
wage is artificially increased. The
case against minimum wage decrees is pellucid and straightforward: Increasing the cost of job creation will decrease job creation.
Even as I write this, I can hear
the angry criticism, but pray tell:
How exactly does mandating an
increase in the price of labor help
the unemployed?
Even worse, the resulting decrease in employment becomes permanent as employers shift to laborsaving production technologies or
to outsourcing abroad. True, those
who keep their jobs will earn more,
but others will lose their jobs or fail
to get one when new jobs are not
created.
Many who live in poverty are
unemployed and thus will not benefit from an increase in the minimum wage. In fact, their prospects
for employment will diminish. Let’s
be clear, enacting a higher than
market minimum wage law does
not result in a higher income for all
workers, only for those who retain

their jobs. And this increase will be
at the expense of those who will
become or will remain unemployed.
We know this and yet, minimum
wage laws remain popular with
public officials and with voters who
want to express their compassion
for the working poor. A more cynical reason is that advocating for an
increase in the minimum wage is a
way of making political points
without having to account for an
increase in government expenditures since the cost is presumably
borne by employers.
Unlike government, however,
employers cannot print money and
the increased costs will be passed

on to consumers in the form of
higher prices, or will be shouldered
by those that will not be able to find
a job because their skills do not
command a wage level theatrically
dictated by government fiat.
Hysteresis is the dependence of
a condition not only on the current
environment but also on its past
environment; the lagging of an effect behind its cause. When government policy prices low-skilled
workers and the inexperienced
young out of the job market, skills
atrophy, hope fades and, tragically,
unemployment becomes a way of
life.
Our current persistent unemployment levels among the disad-

By John Bolton
The Hill opinion contributor
Former National Security Advisor Susan Rice acknowledged last
week that America’s policies regarding North Korea’s nuclearweapons program over the last three
administrations had failed. She said,
rightly, “You can call it a failure. I
accept that characterization of the
efforts of the United States over the
last two decades.”
Former Vice President Al Gore
said much the same. They should
know. They served under President
Bill Clinton, who started things rolling downhill with the Agreed
Framework of 1994. This misbegotten deal provided Pyongyang
500,000 tons of heavy fuel oil annually and two light-water nuclear
reactors in exchange for the North’s
promise to abandon its nuclearweapons efforts.

China’s President Xi Jinping
Pyongyang violated its promise to abandon its nuclear ambitions to
before the ink was dry. In 1999, get tangible economic benefits. It
former Secretary of State James just never gets around to honoring
Baker denounced Clinton’s ap- its commitments.
proach as “a policy of appeaseAfter 25 years of failure, we
ment.” Baker’s characterization need not tarry long (or at all) on
also applies to much of the subse- more diplomacy with Pyongyang.
quent U.S. diplomacy. North Korea Fred Ikle once characterized the
has always been willing to promise North as capable of “boundless

mendacity.” He was being charitable. Talking to North Korea is
worse than a mere waste of time.
Negotiations legitimize the dictatorship, affording it more time to enhance its nuclear and ballistic-missile capabilities.
Today, only one diplomatic option remains, and it does not involve
talking to Pyongyang. Instead,
President Trump should urge President Xi Jinping that reunifying the
Korean Peninsula is in China’s national interest. This is a hard argument to make, requiring reversal of
decades of Chinese policy. It should
have been broached years ago, but
it is still doable. There is now growing awareness in China that maintaining the two Koreas, especially
given the current nuclear crisis,
does not benefit China long-term.
Historically, the Korean
(See Bolton, Page 14)

vantaged may very well be the hysteresis, or lagging effect, of our
unreflective support of minimum
wage laws. Sixty years ago the unemployment rate of 16-19 years old
was less than 8 percent. Today, after many rounds of minimum wage
increases, youth unemployment is
over 24 percent and close to 40 percent for black teenagers. Are minimum wage laws responsible for creating this new normal?
The proposition that government
can diminish poverty by making it
more expensive for businesses to
hire young and low skill workers is
illogical and worse, it is dishonest.
If government can diminish poverty
by enacting a $9 minimum wage as
claimed by the President, why stop
there? Let’s raise the minimum
wage to $90 an hour and eliminate
poverty altogether.
This is, of course, nonsense and
so are minimum wage laws. We will
not get good results from implementing a bad idea. Advocating for
a higher minimum wage mandate
is equivalent to advocating for
higher unemployment.
*****
José Azel left Cuba in 1961 as a
13 year-old political exile in what
has been dubbed Operation Pedro
Pan — the largest unaccompanied
child refugee movement in the history of the Western Hemisphere. He
is currently dedicated to the indepth analyses of Cuba’s economic,
social and political state, with a
keen interest in post-Castro-Cuba
strategies as a Senior Scholar at the
Institute for Cuban and CubanAmerican Studies (ICCAS) at the
University of Miami and has published extensively on Cuba related
topics.

(Continued from Page 11)
“white nationalist” or a “neo-Nazi”
or a member of the KKK to object
to it. It’s just plain wrong.
What if local communities
started voting to remove Martin
Luther King’s name from streets
and parks all across the country?
Can you imagine the responses to
THAT?
There is a right to free speech in
our Constitution. There is NO right
not to feel offended. Grow up. Get
a grip. And stop making mountains
out of molehills. THEY’RE STATUES for crying out loud!!!
And by the way, this whitewashing of American history didn’t start
under Donald Trump. No, these racial flames were fanned during
Barack Obama’s reign. So if you
want to blame a President of the
United States for Charlottesville
this weekend instead of nutjob Alex
Fields, blame #44, not #45.
What’s ironic today are all the
calls to end the “hatred.”
Because the hatred for President
Trump
especially
by
Charlottesville Mayor Michael
Signer, who blamed Trump rather
than his own inept city officials who
knew this controversial rally was
coming weeks in advance - apparently doesn’t count.
And that includes the stupidity
grounded in Trump-hate as expressed by Congressman Ruben
Kihuen (D-Nev.), and others, who
slammed the President for supposedly refusing to “condemn” what
happened in Charlottesville.
I say stupidity grounded in hatred because the President specifically stated on Saturday:
“We condemn (my emphasis) in
the strongest possible terms this
egregious display of hatred, bigotry

and violence.”
Plain English is apparently a second language for this partisan
empty-suit windbag.
Kihuen — and other statue-hating liberal fundamentalists like him
— continue to suffer from Trump
Derangement Syndrome. It’s not
healthy for them. It’s not healthy for
the country.
Maybe we need to bring Jerry
Lewis out of retirement to help raise
money to find a cure.
*****
Senate Republicans failed
to honor their 7-year
promise to repeal
ObamaCare before going
on their summer vacations
So as everyone paying even the
slightest attention knows, Senate
Republicans, misled by Senate
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell,
failed to honor their 7-year promise to repeal ObamaCare before
going on their summer vacations.
And one of the key reasons was
opposition from a handful of moderate GOP senators, including Nevada Sen. Dean “Never Trump”
Heller.
Because the Heller campaign is
working overtime to now convince
Nevada voters that up is down and
black is white, here’s the indisputable bottom line:
In 2015, Heller voted FOR a bill
to repeal ObamaCare when he
knew President Barack Obama
would veto it. In 2017, Heller voted
AGAINST the exact same bill when
he knew President Donald Trump
would sign it.
When asked about the
ObamaCare repeal failure by News
4 in Reno yesterday, Heller said, “I
feel real pleased with the way this
thing turned out.”

Which is exactly how a lot of
conservatives are going to feel on
election night next June when
Heller is defeated by Danny
Tarkanian in the GOP primary.
Speaking of Heller vs.
Tarkanian, Nevada’s #2 liberal
blogger, Jon Ralston, is trying to
make a big stink out of Tark and
others, me included, calling Heller
a “Never Trumper.”
Technically and strictly speaking, that’s true. Here’s exactly what
Heller said: “I’m 100 percent
against Clinton, 99 percent against
Trump.”
99 percent? That’s a rounding
error. And it was a too-cute-by-half
statement.
If it walks like a Never Trumper,
talks like a Never Trumper and
votes like a Never Trumper... it’s a
Never Trumper.
*****
Bob Beers running
for State Treasurer
Former conservative Republican
state legislator and ex-Las Vegas
City Councilman Bob Beers announced on Thursday that he’s running for state Treasurer next year.
And incumbent moderate Republican Treasurer Dan Schwartz,
who has said he’s not running for
re-election, nevertheless seemed a
bit peeved by the announcement.
Schwartz issued a terse statement following Beers’ announcement: “The next State Treasurer
needs to be someone willing to
stand up for the people of Nevada,
even when it means standing up to
their own party.”
Is he trying to insinuate that
Beers won’t stand up to the GOP
establishment? If so, it’s apparent
that this relative newcomer to Nevada and Nevada politics needs a

little history lesson.
Beers was the leader of the 2003
“Lean 15” in the Nevada Assembly that fought to the last against
then-Republican Gov. Kenny
Guinn’s “Mother of All Tax Hikes”
(to be eclipsed in 2015 by Republican Gov. Brian Sandoval’s “Mother
of All Tax Hikes 2.0).
And as a member of the State
Senate, Beers was a thorn in the side
and burr under the saddle of thenRepublican Senate Majority Leader
Bill Raggio.
Say whatever else you want
about Beers, you can’t say — or
even intimate — that he won’t stand
up to the GOP’s powers-that-be.
He’s got a track record in that regard a mile long.
So lighten up, Frances.
*****
If you don’t like it,
change the law
A former Republican state assemblyman filed a recall petition
this week against incumbent Democrat State Sen. Joyce Woodhouse...
and Democrats, especially Senate
Majority Leader A.Ron Ford, are
having a veritable conniption over
it.
Look, this ain’t rocket science.
Democrats right now have an effective 12-9 registration advantage in
the Senate — with “independent”
party-switcher Patricia Farley caucusing with the D’s. And Farley is
really the only real chance Republicans have of flipping a seat in
2018. Which would still leave the
D’s with an 11-10 majority.
But if Woodhouse — who represents a swing district — is recalled and replaced by Carrie Buck,
the Republican candidate who came
up just short by 469 votes last November, Republicans could poten-

tially get back into the majority with
their own 11-10 advantage.
In fact, yesterday a similar recall against Farley was announced.
The trans-partier responded in a
huff that she won’t be running for
re-election next year for any office
under any party. But the recall will
move forward anyway because if
both are successful, Republicans
will regain the majority even BEFORE the 2018 elections.
And for the record, Nevada law
allows for a recall with no stated
cause required. If this recall is being launched for purely political
reasons, well, that’s the law. If the
Dems don’t like it, change the law.
That said, legislators have already made it darned near impossible to recall an elected legislator
regardless of the reason. Not only
do you need to gather enough signatures equal to 25 percent of registered voters in the district — as
opposed to just 10 percent to qualify
a ballot initiative — but those voters MUST have voted in that senate
race last November.
So this is a REALLY tough hill
for Republicans to climb. But in
looking at their electoral prospects
in races that are actually up next
year, it’s actually the only hill they
have at their disposal.
And considering how Democrats have gerrymandered legislative districts in Nevada against Republicans for political reasons for
decades, methinks they doth protest
too much.
Chuck Muth is president of Citizen Outreach, a non-profit public
policy grassroots advocacy organization and publisher of
NevadaNewsandViews.com. He
may be reached by email at
cmuth@lasvegastribune.com.

China is our last diplomatic hope for N. Korea

Muth
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Trump can avoid military force by
targeting Venezuela’s debt crisis
By Peter Harrell
The Hill opinion contributor
President Trump said Friday that
he would not rule out a “military
option” to stop Venezuela’s slide
into dictatorship. But before turning to threats of military force, the
Trump administration should target
one of Venezuelan President
Nicolas Maduro’s greatest economic vulnerabilities: Venezuela’s
debts.
Over the last few weeks, the
Trump administration has imposed
targeted financial sanctions on
Maduro and several of his key allies. These sanctions, however,
have likely imposed few real-world
costs on Maduro, who probably liquidated any assets he owned in the
U.S. well before the sanctions hit.
Instead, the Trump administration should target the more than
$100 billion that Venezuela and its
state-owned oil company, PDVSA,
owe in outstanding public debt,
much of it issued under U.S. law.
Venezuela has continued to sell debt
to U.S. investors even as the political situation has deteriorated in recent months.
For example, in May of this year
Goldman Sachs purchased $2.8 billion in Venezuelan debt. Venezuela
has also borrowed heavily from
China and Russia in recent years.
Just this month, Rosneft, the Russian state owned oil company, disclosed that it had loaned Venezuela
a total of $6 billion against future
oil deliveries.
These debts present a massive
vulnerability for the Maduro regime. Although Venezuela has
made regular payments on its debts

in recent years despite hyperinflation and a collapsing domestic
economy, Venezuela’s debt payments are rapidly becoming unsustainable absent a debt restructuring
or new borrowing to “roll over”
existing debts.
Last year, Venezuela had to ship
more than $1 billion of gold reserves from Caracas to Switzerland
just to meet its obligations. Today,
Venezuela has just $10 billion left
in its total national reserves, and
billions are due to repay international investors over the next five
months alone. This looming fiscal
crisis has already prompted market
rumors that Maduro will approach
creditors in a bid restructure
Venezuela’s debts.
Maduro is likely to seek relief
from near-term payment obligations in exchange for offering
higher payments down the road.

New U.S. sanctions could prohibit
Maduro from restructuring these
loans or otherwise borrowing on
international markets. Unable to
borrow, Maduro would see his finances crippled and be unable to
continue paying off the cronies he
relies on to prop up his regime in
Caracas.
The U.S. has successfully used
debt sanctions in the past. In 2014,
U.S. sanctions prohibiting lending
to big Russian state owned banks
and energy companies helped put
pressure on Russia in response to
its annexation of Crimea and invasion of Eastern Ukraine. Frozen out
of global capital markets and unable to issue new bonds to refinance
old bonds as they came due, the
sanctioned Russian companies required billions of dollars from the
Russian government to stay solvent.
A ban on lending to Venezuela

would have even greater relative
impact since Venezuela’s financial
reserves are today too small to bail
the country out.
While U.S. officials can and
should replicate the debt sanctions
the U.S. imposed on Russia in 2014
and impose them on Venezuela, an
announcement this week by the foreign ministers of Canada, Mexico,
Brazil, Chile, Argentina, Peru and
six other countries in the Western
Hemisphere offers an additional
and even broader tool to use
Venezuela’s debts to cripple
Maduro’s regime.
The 12 countries announced that
they would henceforth not recognize any new debts or contracts issued by the Maduro government
that, under Venezuela’s constitution, require approval by
Venezuela’s democratically-elected
National Assembly that Maduro

replaced through a rigged July 30
national referendum. This includes
most major debt issuances, as well
as major new oil concessions.
In issuing this declaration, the
foreign ministers sent a powerful
message that not only should citizens of their countries not lend to
Maduro, but that other countries,
like Russia and China, should expect to have a hard time collecting
on any money that they loan
Maduro going forward. This is
likely to deter lending by sharply
increasing the odds that even Chinese or Russian creditors will be
unable to collect when their loans
come due. The declaration also
makes clear that the governments
do not view the Venezuelan people
as responsible for debts that
Maduro incurs going forward.
However, while the sanctions on
Venezuelan borrowing imposed by
a dozen of the U.S.’s hemispheric
partners represent a valuable start,
the reality is that similar sanctions
imposed by the U.S. — the world’s
largest economy and one of
Venezuela’s largest creditors —
would have far more economic bite.
Rather than threatening military
force, the Trump administration can
simply act to close off lending to
Venezuela to pressure Maduro before he further entrenches his dictatorship.
Peter Harrell is an adjunct senior fellow at the Center for a New
American Security. He previously
served as deputy assistant secretary
for counter threat finance and sanctions at the U.S. Department of
State during the Obama administration.
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television.
Currently as well as in the past
we have seen such expressions of
outrage and misguided passion
demonstrated by the KKK, groups
of rioters such as white supremacists, neo-nazis, those who believe
they deserve justice more than others, and preachers and their minions
who even call on God to “justify”
their side. We see hardened homegrown terrorists who enjoy wreaking havoc for its own sake and
young recruits under the banner of
their mentors’ cause shouting out
with passion for their side; and we
even see young children who take
on their own form of “justice”
through their bullying behavior or
acting out on the prejudices taught
to them by their parents or other
elders.
It is never a pretty picture.
We all want and yearn for justice. But how does that work when
there are two sides to a story and
they both want to justify their side
of the cause?
It is my belief that truth never
suffers from close examination.
That statement stands on its own;
yet pondering it further, one would
have to conclude that each side either truly believes in its own purported validity, or is consciously

and deliberately perpetrating a huge
hoax on society and all those around
them, enjoying its fake victory until exposed for the fraud it is.
Justice that is not firmly based
on the truth is not justice at all —
no matter how much the so-called
winning side feels validated or how
happy they are in their “victory.” I
would like to believe that those who
won through either twisting the
truth or leaving it hidden, knowing
full well that if the truth were made
known, it would go the other way,
will one day be overcome with the
weight of their deceit and finally tell
the life-changing truth — putting
right what their deceit had kept from
being known.
But I’m feeling that they would
rather go to their grave perpetuating the falsehoods that led to their
incendiary and hate-filled actions.
While there would be joy in seeing
whole walls of lies and deceit come
tumbling down, there always seems
to be some kind of perverted success felt by those on “the other
side,” those who keep the fires of
hate burning bright.
It isn’t enough that there are innocent victims wasting away in
prisons across this land — because
we know that witnesses can lie and
courts can be imperfect in their
findings — but there are also those

everyday issues where friends not
only pull away from friends, and
families are severed along partisan
lines, perhaps never to be reunited
again, all because of political distortions and disagreements. No
matter how much a person or a
whole “village” of like-minded
people want something to be true
or right, they cannot make it other
than it is.
Violent and hate-filled demonstrations will never be the answer.
Those who are fed on hate at
every turn for a person or an issue,
or a cause — until they can’t imagine anything without feeling the
hate — feel, in turn, that it is their
job to get all those “on the other
side” to see it their way, regardless
of any evidence to the contrary. For
example, there are those who are
still angered by the election results,
and who can’t accept Donald
Trump as our president, and there
are also those who would blame the
left for anything and everything that
goes wrong.
While peaceful demonstrators
often make their point, those who
demonstrate with vitriol and hate in
their heart, such as many of those
in Charlottesville this past week,
make the point only that they are
filled with hate. How can anyone
deal with a demonstrator proclaim-

ing, “I will not tolerate that man as
president of this country. I will not.
I will never accept this. I don’t
know if it’s two years until he gets
impeached, if it’s four years, if it’s
eight years, I will never accept
this!”
And where is there room for dialog with one who stated, “Donald
Trump’s America is not an America
we want to live in. It’s xenophobia,
it’s racism, it’s homophobia, it’s
sexism. It’s everything against what
our democracy stands for.”
The demonstration brought out
such Trump-hating Trumpaphobes
as quoted above. But they did get
the statue pulled down.
The so-called rally around which
all this vitriol was swirling was ostensibly one to oppose the destruction of the statue of Robert E. Lee
(which could have quietly been
moved to a museum instead, as part
of our history). No one is suggesting for even one minute that his
statue stands as a testament to the
institution of slavery any more than
all the statues to George Washington would stand for such a thing.
Such thinking is childish and absurd, yet those who believe that way
are entitled to do so. The problem
comes into play when their socalled well-thought-out demonstration to “right a wrong” becomes a

thoughtless display of hate, violence, and needless destruction.
While any knowledgeable person would concede that Lee had
slaves, would they also concede that
he was capable of having the
thoughts he expressed in the following words?
“There is a terrible war coming,
and these young men who have
never seen war cannot wait for it
to happen, but I tell you, I wish that
I owned every slave in the South,
for I would free them all to avoid
this war.”
“So far from engaging in a war
to perpetuate slavery, I am rejoiced
that Slavery is abolished. I believe
it will be greatly for the interest of
the South. So fully am I satisfied of
this that I would have cheerfully lost
all that I have lost by the war, and
have suffered all that I have suffered
to have this object attained.”
“There are few, I believe, in this
enlightened age, who will not acknowledge that slavery as an institution is a moral and political evil.”
Things are not always as they
seem.
Maramis Choufani is the Managing Editor of the Las Vegas Tribune. She writes a weekly column
in this newspaper. To contact
Maramis,
email
her
at
maramis@lasvegastribune.com.

(Continued from Page 14)
Peninsula’s 1945 partition was always intended to be temporary.
Kim Il-Sung’s 1950 invasion of
South Korea and three years of ultimately inconclusive war resulted
in hardening the bifurcation into its
current manifestation. Beijing has
backed the status quo, believing that
North Korea provided a buffer between Chinese territory and U.S.
military forces.
Maintaining its satellite, however, has been expensive and risky.
China has long supplied more than
90 percent of the North’s energy
needs, and vast quantities of food
and other assistance to sustain
Pyongyang’s gulag. China has also
expended enormous political and
diplomatic energy, costing it precious international credibility, to
protect the North’s erratic regime.
Initially, China saw the North’s
nuclear and ballistic-missile programs as a problem for America,
Japan and South Korea rather than
itself. That notion has disappeared,
however, under the harsh prospect
that today’s nuclear crisis will be
merely the first of many with North
Korea. Moreover, Japan is now increasingly likely to seek its own
nuclear capability, a nightmare for
China in some respects more trou-

bling than America.
Confronted by this new, deeply
threatening reality, Beijing’s views
on Korean reunification are ripe for
change. China has never applied its
uniquely strong economic leverage
on Pyongyang because it feared so
doing could cause catastrophic collapse of the North’s regime. That
would in turn produce two unacceptable consequences: massive
Korean refugee flows across the
border into China, and American
and South Korean troops crossing
the DMZ and quickly reaching the
Yalu and Tumen Rivers.
The answer to China’s fear of
uncontrolled collapse is a jointly
managed effort to dismantle North
Korea’s government, effectively
allowing the swift takeover of the
North by the South. China can start
by quietly bribing the Kim regime’s
top military and civilian officials,
offering political asylum and a safe
exile for them and their families in
China, while simultaneously cutting off energy and other supplies
to the North. Seoul can also offer
inducements to key North Korean
leaders, reminding them what life
could be like in a post-Kim world.
Simultaneously, massive information efforts should be launched
throughout the North to spread

word quickly on what is happening.
The population may lack cell
phones and the Internet, but they are
far more aware of the outside world
than conventional stereotypes. The
end of North Korea, and hence the
end of its nuclear threat, would be
inevitable. The process will undoubtedly be dangerous and somewhat chaotic, but far less so than a
completely uncontrolled collapse.
And whatever the risks, they pale
before the risks of nuclear conflict
emanating from the erratic Kim regime.
Washington can offer Beijing
two assurances to assuage its concerns. First, we would work closely
with China to prevent massive refugee flows either into China or South
Korea. Our common interests here
are clear. Second, as the North begins to collapse, allied forces would
necessarily cross the DMZ to locate
and secure Pyongyang’s nuclear,
chemical and biological weapons
stockpiles and to maintain civil order.
These forces would ultimately
reach China’s border, but we can
commit to Beijing that Washington
will not station troops there for a
sustained period. Instead, we would
pledge to base virtually all U.S.
military assets near Pusan at the

Peninsula’s southern tip, to be available for rapid deployment around
Asia. They would not constitute a
watch on the Yalu.
The alternative to this last available diplomatic play is military
force. The imperative of protecting
innocent American civilians from
the long-term threat of North
Korea’s nuclear capability dictates
that we should be willing to strike

those capabilities pre-emptively.
But before that, who will argue
against this one last realistic diplomatic effort?
John R. Bolton served as U.S.
ambassador to the United Nations
and undersecretary of state for
arms control and international security affairs at the U.S. Department of State under President
George W. Bush.
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Tune in and listen to those who will
tell you the truth, and nothing but the
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Zimmerman interviews celebrities along
David Goldrake “IMAGINARIUM’S” Red Carpet
By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos-Red Carpet by Sandy Zimmerman,
escape by “IMAGINARIUM”
Las Vegas celebrities welcomed David
Goldrake with wishes for a long run. They
have a great network of celebrities bonding
together.
One topic was the title of the show“IMAGINARIUM.”
America’s Got Talent semi-finalist, Celebrity Magician Murray SawChuck and closeup magician Douglas “Lefty” Leferovich’s
Interviews.
SZ: “Have you heard the word
“IMAGINARIUM” or know what it means?”
MURRAY: “I love that word
“IMAGINARIUM”, I think it is a great
word!”
SZ: “Is it a real word?”
Murray: “I think it is a real word. If you
look in a dictionary the word is probably
there.”
Douglas: “When people think about magic
they imagine and I like the fact that
“IMAGINARIUM” is a unique word to the
field of magic.”
Murray: “If you are in an aquarium it’s an
“IMAGINARIUM”, get it?”
SZ: “You as magicians see this show differently than the public. You probably know
how David performs these illusionists.”
Murray: “Sure, it’s not how they do it, it
is how well they do what we know. I think
that’s the idea. We got a preview of David’s

David Goldrake, star of “IMAGINARIUM” along the red carpet and in his water escape.
show beforehand. Some of the tricks I haven’t
Douglas: “It was nice that he had a bal- former mechanical “robot” magician in the
seen before and I think he’s great. He comes ance between the magic and Cirque elements 90’s.
with a lot of experience and I’m hoping he is like the German Wheel and a trapeze act
SZ: “I heard about a new robot act, maybe
going to do really well here.”
which added variety to the show. This wasn’t they copied you.”
just a straight magic show.”
Mike: “I hope not. In my act, my whole
Murray: “That’s right. David has big illu- body blows up into an electronic duplicate
sions and comedy. He speaks better English of myself. I’m the only one in the world to
than I speak his language.”
do that act.”
SZ: “He is from Luxemburg.”
*****
Murray: “That’s down the street to the
The dictionary definition for
left!”
“IMAGINARIUM”: A place devoted to the
*****
imagination — stimulating and cultivating
Illusionist Tommy Wind and his wife, the imagination, towards scientific, artistic,
Stacy, (Tommy Wind Theater) Interview.
commercial, recreational, or spiritual ends.
Tommy: “David Goldrake is a super nice
This article was a condensed version of
guy, we are all rooting for him here. I think excerpts from my red carpet interviews behe’s going to do great here at the Tropicana!” cause there were so many interviews. (David
SZ: “Which type of magic do you per- Goldrake’s interview appeared in my first
form?”
article.)
Tommy: “I do grand-scale illusion, slightDavid Goldrake’s “IMAGINARIUM”
of-hand magic and comedy.”
appears in the Tropicana Showroom, TuesSZ: “Do you saw anyone in half?”
day to Sunday, dark Monday. Tickets-$45.
Tommy: “Yes, my wife.”
75 minutes, age 6+.
SZ: (To Stacy) “You don’t mind being
*****
sawed in half?”
Award-winning syndicated columnist
Stacy: “It’s fun.”
Sandy Zimmerman is talk show host of Sandy
SZ: “I see Tommy put you back together!” Zimmerman’s Las Vegas TV. For information,
*****
questions about any of Sandy’s articles, or to
I interviewed Mike Michaels, builder of recommend subjects, call (702)-731-6491 or
David Goldrake, star of “IMAGINARIUM,” is being interviewed
some of David Goldrake’s illusions and email www.sandyzimm2003@yahoo.com.
by Sandy Zimmerman along the red carpet.

Mike Michaels creates illusions and
mechanical “robot” magician in the ’90s.

America’s Got Talent, Celebrity Magician Murray SawChuck left, and close-up
magician Douglas “Lefty” Leferovich

Interview with Illusionist Tommy Wind (Tommy Wind Theater) and his wife Stacy.

Dancers of “FANTASY” at the Luxor
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Anna Magnani or Enneagram...
that is the question
By the Las Vegas Tribune Roving Reporter
Photos by Nelson Sardelli and Dr. Ramsis Ghaly
Normally the question most asked is: What is the FIORE?
or What is the FIORE all about? No more.
The question most asked since the advertisement for their
last meeting went out has been: What is Enneagram?
Striving for diversification, every month, entertainer and
founder Nelson Sardelli schedules a guest speaker for the
FIORE luncheon. For the August meeting, at the suggestion
of Cindy Joseph, the invited orator was Dr. Steve Purdom,
whose expertise is on the Enneagram, an ancient body of
wisdom that identifies nine core personality types and how
each sees and interacts with the world.
Say what? you say. Well said, I say. I said the same.
Only a handful of the people in attendance knew the subject matter, but after a few minutes of Dr. Purdom’s presentation and intermingling with the attentive and inquisitive
crowd, it became an intriguing subject that sparked curiosity
and interest in everyone present.
After discussing several of the FIORE personalities, the
accepted concept of the identification of the nine core personality types was surely shaken. Some new personality types
were definitely “unmasked” or discovered. So it is back to
the drawing board for the doctor.
All in all it was a most enjoyable and enlightening presentation, one that will be long remembered.
The number of attendants to the luncheon on a very hot
(albeit dry heat) Las Vegas August afternoon attests to the
success and popularity of this ever-growing non club club.
Las Vegas entertainer and master impersonator Pete
Willcox will be the attraction for the Thursday, September
14th luncheon, so Elvis will definitely be in the building.
The Annual Halloween Party will be an evening event on
Friday, October 20th, a monstrous party not to be missed.
As always, all the F.I.O.R.E. events are held at the Italian
American Club, 2333 East Sahara Ave.
RSVP to Nonclubclubfiore@gmail.com is always required.

Dr. Steve Purdom enlightening the flabbergasted.

Italian actress Anna Magnani
(unable to attend the luncheon)

Ambassador Cindy Joseph introduced the guest.

Enneagram symbol (not to be
confused with Anna Magnani)

Dr. Purdom explains the Enneagram symbol.

Dr. Steve Purdom with Patsy Kart.

There were doctors in the house!
Drs. Ramsis Ghaly from Chicago and Dr. Purdom.

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew LaPorta.

The doctor is taken aback by discovering a new personality type.
The Duke of Fremont Street... in a class all by himself.

Not a wedding proposal! Just asking Alma Villa Vicencio some questions.
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Anna Magnani or Enneagram... that is the question

The crowd... Some of them frantically googling the word Enneagram.

Pete Willcox, Nelson Sardelli and Don Usherson.

Andrew LaPorta of Las Vegas Public Radio
describing his personality.

David Adolph trying to misdirect us.... We see the meat balls.

Michael “Sonny” Monge with Gary Anderson, Joe Darro and Jimmy Racey.

First Lady Donave Stanley and President James Hatland.

Rosemary Della Ratta and Maxine Gaines
knew Anna Magnani.

The nine dubious personality types. Nelson Sardelli, Cindy Joseph, Gina Pensanti, Michael Monge, Lena Walther,
Judy Coco with David Adolph, Dennis Rhinevault and Ken Walther kneeling.
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Magician David Chandler appears
in Murray Sawchuck’s show
This Week
in Las Vegas
By Mike Kermani

David Chandler, right, and Murray SawChuck in Greenland on USO Tour
By Mike Kermani
his heart — instead of his liver — stylists. With celeb photographer
Las Vegas Tribune
with his romantic new single, “God Jon Rouse leading the studio
David Chandler is a 22-year Made A Woman,” now impacting charge, and hairdresser to the stars
Army Veteran and award-winning Country radio. Fueled by a nearly Cory Martin at the parlor’s helm,
magician is guest starring in decade-long career, Niemann is dig- Bazaar Studio & Parlor is the ultiMurray’s show at Planet Holly- ging deeper with his forthcoming mate hub for creativity, culture and
wood Resort & Casino this week Curb Records album featuring an all things dope.
starting tomorrow Thursday! David uplifting duet, “A Little More
Bazaar Studio & Parlor is lowas one of the key magicians that Love,” with good friend and label cated at 6201 Dean Martin Dr. Las
invited Murray to headline on this mate Lee Brice. Known for clever Vegas, NV 89118. Hours of operapast USO Tour. Murray and David wordplay and attention-grabbing tion for Bazaar Studio will be Mondid a 3-1/2 week USO Tour this past lyrics, the highly engaging singer- day to Friday, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. and
year along with one other magician songwriter last topped country Saturday and Sunday by appointto Puerto Rico, Greenland, charts with his platinum-certified ment only; Bazaar Parlor will be
Guantanamo Bay - Cuba, Hondu- multi–week number one anthem, open Mondays 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
ras, and AUTEC - Bahamas where “Drink to That All Night,” from Tuesday — Friday 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
they met for the first time.
High Noon, on which he co-wrote and Saturdays 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Dave is one of the top corporate eight of the 12 tracks.
For more information or to book
entertainers in the world from Bos*****
your
appointment,
visit
ton, Massachusetts, his clients in- BAZAAR STUDIO & PARLOR www.bazaarstudioslv.com.
clude Coca Cola, Amazon, Trip
OPENED IN LAS VEGAS
*****
Advisor, Intel, Cimpress CorporaSnip. Click. Clink. Bazaar StuFREE: GROW YOUR
tion, and many more. Dave has dio & Parlor debuts as Las Vegas’
OWN FESTIVAL
been a featured performer at the premiere photo studio and parlorSaturday, October 7th, 2017, 10
world famous Magic Castle, and combined concept, providing cut- a.m. to 4 p.m .at Vegas Roots Comhe’s a favorite opening act at “Mon- ting edge beauty and photography munity Garden, 715 N. Tonopah
day Night Magic,” the longest run- services under one roof. Seated Drive, Las Vegas NV, 89106 — Just
ning magic show in New York City. coolly in the heart of Las Vegas, north of I-95 and Rancho off of
His manipulation act is one of the Bazaar Studio revives the 1930’s- Bonanza Rd.
top acts in the USA as it’s a throw- era parlor experience as guests are
Grow Your Own Festival, the
back to the vaudeville days of class transported into a modern How to Grow Fresh, Organic Proand elegance when all the acts wore steampunk wonderland reminiscent duce of Your Own Festival, wants
tuxedos and had big bands play be- of NY underground, with aesthetic to give you a green thumb on Sathind them.
touches of ship wood, brick and urday, October 7th from 10 a.m.
When Murray was on tour with indoor trimmed hedges as cham- until 4 p.m. at Vegas Roots Comhim this past spring Murray was so pagne glasses clink, scissors snip, munity Garden. The valley’s top
impressed with his act he offered shutters click, and toasts are made urban gardeners and farmers will be
to bring him into his show as a guest with cotton candy.
leading workshops and demos to
act for a week this summer.
Debuting to the public August help get your hands dirty and get
Murray states, “I am a huge sup- 8th, Bazaar Studio & Parlor is the everyone hands on and digging in,
porter of other magicians and when result of a fine art photographer and with the know-how to grow yearI see one that is great it’s an honor a celebrity hairstylist teaming up to round produce in Las Vegas. Adto have them in my show, also I love create a space for invention — it’s mission is FREE.
the fact that David is a 22 year vet- sophisticatedly edgy; chicly unreFestival highlights include noveran of our army, as I am a huge fined. Serving as the ultimate cre- ice to advanced Gardening Worksupporter of the USO and our mili- ative destination in Vegas, the
tary!”
3,200-sq. ft. facility will provide
*****
clientele with elite access to a mul95.5 THE BULL PRESENTS
tifarious collection of salon and
COUNTRY SUPERSTAR
photo studio offerings ranging from
JERROD NIEMANN AT
hair styling, processing and cuts
SANTA FE STATION
from the industry’s finest, to editoStation Casinos and 95.5 The rial-style photo shoots with profesBull present country superstar sional photographers. And, all
Jerrod Niemann at Chrome Show- guests can indulge with Bazaar’s
room inside Santa Fe Station on vintage cotton candy and popcorn
Saturday, September 2, 2017 at 8 machines on-site.
p.m. Tickets start at $9.55 and go
Bazaar Studio will be outfitted
on sale Friday, August 11, 2017 at with the most high-end studio
10 a.m.
equipment complete with 12’ ceilTickets for Jerrod Niemann are ings and a large corner cyclorama
$9.55, $25 and $35 plus tax and ap- making the space the city’s go-to
plicable fees for reserved seating. for headshots, portraits, fashion,
Doors open at 7 p.m. and guests commercial and product shoots.
under 18 must be accompanied by Bazaar Parlor will have an unparan adult. Tickets can be purchased alleled network of over 20 beauty
at any Station Casinos Reward Cen- industry pros available and for serter and The Fiestas, by logging onto vices like photoshoot-ready
www.stationcasinosevents.com or makeup application, hairstyling,
through Ticketmaster at (800) 745- and tailored cuts and color services
3000 or www.ticketmaster.com.
that include ombrÈ and balayage
Nashville prolific hit maker techiniques, with a monthly educaJerrod Niemann is speaking from tion series open for all Las Vegas

shops & Displays, DIY demos
hosted by Minimal Market, from
household cleaners, toothpaste and
beauty aids to canning and fermenting, homemade yogurt and cheese
making by Virgin Cheese, a Chef
demo stage featuring local restaurants, a wine and beer garden, a
wood fired pizza oven, a Green
Halloween Fashion Show & Auction by The Studio Place students,
a festival General Store with bulk
organic seeds, including a Vendor
Village with dozens of communityminded, sustainable exhibitors, artisans and organic food — in addition to music, entertainment, and
more!
Junior gardeners will enjoy student led workshops, a kids’ zone
featuring school garden clubs, scavenger scarecrow making, a Make
and Take Station by Project Angel
Faces, a performance from the
School of Rock West Las Vegas and
a meet and greet and Las Vegas
public premiere performance by
John Paul Ouvrier as The Wizard of
Youth 4 Kids LIVE! This premier
entertaining show on health and fitness for kids includes comedy, music and puppets and makes learning the fundamental principles of
health, FUN. The Wizard and his

rebellious dog, Rock Rock, teach
children the secrets to staying
healthy and young for the rest of
their lives.
“We are experiencing a Food
Revolution. Conscious consumers
have connected the dots from
heavily processed, low nutrient
foods to the ailing health of their
families. The demand for organic
produce free from pesticides is at
an all-time high, along with emergence of the backyard gardener.
This festival is part of a movement
to regain control of our food supply and our health. We want to empower people with the basics of
being able to grow produce for their
families in buckets or beds in their
backyards or balconies,” says
founder, Jodi Paige, CCO of Virgin
Cheese, an organic vegan, artisanal
cheese company here in Las Vegas.
To reserve free tickets visit:
https://www.
For more information visit the
website growyourownfestival.com.
*****
Mike Kermani is an entertainment writer for the Las Vegas Tribune newspaper. He writes a weekly
column in this newspaper. To contact Mike Kermani, email
mkermani@ lasvegas tribune.com
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SLS Las Vegas to Host Fight Night
Festivities on Saturday, August 26

By Jerry Fink
Las Vegas Tribune
Property activations include prefight pool party with drink specials.
SLS Las Vegas will host a prefight party at Foxtail Pool in honor
of the Mayweather vs. McGregor
fight from noon to 6 p.m. on Saturday, Aug. 26.
Umami Burger Beer Garden &
Sports Book offers onsite betting at
the William Hill Sports Book, ideal
for bettors looking to take in prefight excitement while placing bets.
Recently named “Best Free Strip
Parking” by Las Vegas Weekly,
SLS Las Vegas also offers direct
and convenient monorail access to
T-Mobile Arena making it the ultimate pre-fight destination for both
locals and tourists, alike.
*****
“CANDY CARNIVAL”
SETS UP IN DOWNTOWN
CONTAINER PARK
Monthly ‘Kids Camp’ brings all
the treats and sideshow carnival
games, August 19, 2017.
Step right up!
Something sweet is rolling into
downtown Las Vegas! Downtown
Container Park’s monthly Kids
Camp series returns this month with
“Candy Carnival,” a sugary spin on
a beloved sideshow spectacle.
Families can enjoy an afternoon
away at the circus with face painting, grandstand games and a big top
balloon artist!
Join in the jubilee!
On Saturday, August 19th , kids
can live one last fantastical adventure before school bells ring at the
Candy Carnival on the Container
Park Lawn.
For $10 per child, kids will become carnies for-a-day treated to
festive games and heart-warming
confections.
Kids (and parents!) are encouraged to dress as their favorite sideshow character to help spread the
end-of-summer merriment!
Start the festivities with a little
bit of face paint. Kids can transform
into a clown or even a ferocious
lion!
Then, things take a twist with a
professional balloon artist. Watch
this master magician create inflatable wonders with his bare hands.
And, what’s a carnival without
the cotton candy?! Staple carnival
fare will be on-hand to fuel youngsters during their afternoon sugarrush.
Parents can skip the heat of the
sideshow spotlight and grab a refreshing drink while their child enjoys the DIY sundae station.
Before saying farewell, snap a
picture in the greatest photo booth
on earth!
Kids Camp “Candy Carnival”
takes place from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.;
kids under 12 years are welcome to
attend. Sideshow and circus attire
is encouraged! To purchase tickets,
parents can visit https://
downtowncontainerpark.com/
event/kids-camp/.
*****

GIRL SCOUTS OF
SOUTHERN NEVADA
ANNOUNCES DESSERT
BEFORE DINNER
GALA’S SIGNATURE
COOKIE, S’MORES
The aromas of S’mores —
America’s favorite campfire treat
and a popular Girl Scout Cookie
variety — will fill the air this September at the Girl Scouts of Southern Nevada’s popular gala, Dessert
Before Dinner.
Now established as one of the
city’s most exciting fundraising
events, Dessert Before Dinner
brings area pastry chefs together to
create the ultimate confection incorporating one chosen signature Girl
Scout cookie. Gala guests have the
chance to enjoy sampling these
cookie-inspired desserts before dinner is even served.
This year’s competition will see
chefs creating their desserts based
on the classic S’mores ingredients:
graham crackers, marshmallows
and chocolate.
In addition to the chefs’ competition, an array of the city’s most
high-profile women will be honored for their contributions to the
Girl Scouts, as well as the community. They will also receive honorary badges based on their talent and
achievements.
This year’s honorees and participating chefs will be officially announced later this year.
Gala proceeds will continue to
lay the foundation for all girls in
Southern Nevada to become
tomorrow’s female leaders.
In addition to funding scholarships, proceeds enable the organization to reach girls in all demographics and areas of the community as well as expanding upon current programming such as Science,
Technology, Engineering, Arts and
Mathematics (STEAM), social values and financial literacy.
Most importantly, support for
Girl Scouts of Southern Nevada encourages girls to embrace imaginative and innovative approaches to
everything they do — with the goal
of creating a better world for all.
Girl Scouts of Southern Nevada
is the preeminent leadership development organization for girls of all
ages and serves more than 6,000
youth and adult members throughout Southern Nevada. The organization seeks to help girls and young
women build character and develop
life skills for success in the real
world and is a part of the Girl Scouts
of the USA, the nationwide orga-

nization that has helped girls discover the fun, friendship and power
of girls together since 1912.
WHEN: Saturday, Sept. 9, 2017,
6 to 9:30 p.m.
WHERE: Caesars Palace
*****
THE MOB MUSEUM UNVEILS NEW ARTIFACTS
TIED TO AL CAPONE
The Mob Museum, the National
Museum of Organized Crime and

Law Enforcement has unveiled new
artifacts highlighting the law enforcement work of the famous TMen, the U.S. Treasury
Department’s Special Intelligence
Unit.
The collection, an expansion of
the popular “Follow the Money”
exhibit, showcases key artifacts
from the highly publicized trial of
Al Capone, including the final
memo detailing the case against the
notorious mobster. The pieces can
now be viewed on the Museum’s
third floor.
Legendary T-Men agent Mike
Malone and the director of the Special Intelligence Unit, Elmer Irey,
were key players in multiple highprofile criminal cases. In April of
2015, The Mob Museum unveiled
an exhibit honoring the men’s
achievements and the work of the
Special Intelligence Unit.
The original exhibit, “Follow the
Money,” features letters, photographs, documents and one-of-akind historic objects from the men
and their families.
The newly added artifacts offer
a further glimpse into the fascinating T-Men investigations that
brought down some of the country’s
most nefarious criminals. The updated “Follow the Money” exhibit

includes:
1 NEW: Final memo on Capone
case — original 60-page document
detailing the tax evasion case
against Al Capone
2 NEW: Mike Malone’s handwritten notes from the Al Capone
trial
3 NEW: Mike Malone’s handcuffs
Also included in the exhibit:
—Elmer Irey’s agency credentials
—Malone’s Smith & Wesson
revolver
—President
Franklin
Roosevelt’s personal letter of praise
to Irey
—A personal letter of gratitude
from Charles Lindbergh for the Intelligence Unit’s efforts to track
down his child’s kidnappers
—The cigar ashtray from the
Intelligence Unit’s New York City
office
—A copy of the Washington
Evening Star newspaper honoring
Irey’s retirement
The new artifacts are now permanently on display in the “Follow
the Money” exhibit.
*****
CELEBRATE LABOR DAY
WEEKEND WITH A 4-DAY
PATIO PARTY AT CABO
WABO CANTINA
It’s party time! Cabo Wabo
Cantina, located inside Miracle
Mile Shops at Planet Hollywood,
will ring in Labor Day with a weekend of live music, patio parties and
drink specials from Friday, Sept. 1,
through Monday, Sept. 4.
The Mexican restaurant will host
patio parties featuring live music
and exclusive drink specials.
Partiers can nurse their Labor
Day weekend hangovers with signature breakfast selections.
*****
Jerry Fink is an entertainment
columnist for the Las Vegas Tribune
newspaper and writes a weekly column. To contact Fink, email him at
jfink@ lasvegastribune.com.
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Murray SawChuck’s 100,000 YouTube
Subscriber Party: Partner Seth Leach
By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photo of Seth Leach during interview
by Sandy Zimmerman and others
by Gabe Ginsburg/GETTY
Seth Leach (YouTube Producer/ Murray’s
YouTube Partner), famous on the internet for
his viral videos, has been involved in producing videos since he was 15. Now only 25,
Seth grew up with the internet as a young
expert appearing on Good Morning America,
Dr. Phil and Katie Corick.
Seth explained, “I liked seeing my videos
go viral but not being interviewed so I had to
find other people to do my crazy ideas.
Murray’s show is amazing and I noticed his
content wasn’t new online.”
Seth asked, “Murray, lets become partners
and produce some videos together with your
online brand. Murray and I became friends
and we will continue what we’re doing.
Our videos have millions of watch-time
hits a month on Facebook and YouTube.”
When asked whether it is still exciting to
watch his videos numbers rise after ten years
and thousands of videos, Seth answered, “It
is weird to think of millions of people watching 450 million views. It is just a number on
the screen but when you think about it, equaling the numbers of people at a Taylor Swift
concert sold out for 100 days in a row.
It’s cool, Murray and I are real good
friends now, when we feel we can hang out,
chill and have a good time it shows on the
camera and in the video. We enjoy filming
videos which is why we are doing well. This
is more than just a business, it’s fun.”
Seth knows what the people like and how
to drive up the numbers, his knowledge is
valuable.
Murray’s has been entertaining the public
for years, now he learned to make it happen,
to hit the millions of YouTube subscribers!
Murray SawChuck, Celebrity Magician,
appears at the Sin City Theater, in Planet
Hollywood, on Las Vegas Boulevard South,
at 4 pm. This is an audience-participation
show for the whole family.
THE SHOCKER
A man wearing a large mask over his face
announced, “I am the Shocker, the world’s
only pro-wrestler magician. I pretend to do
Harry Potter stuff.”
You can find the shocker at the Sapphire
gentlemen’s club Saturday night during the

Seth Leach- Internet Wizard/YouTube Co-Producer/Partner with Murray SawChuck

Celebrity Magician, America’s Got Talent Murray SawChuck is almost being carried by close-up magician Douglas “Lefty” Leferovich!

“THESE GUYS” vocal group (Paris Las Vegas)

Sapphire Comedy Hour. We were just voted
the Best Comedy show in Las Vegas.”
Murray got 100,000 subscribers, I didn’t
know he had enough money to bribe 100,000
people.
There’s one thing I know about Murray,
he’s a good kisser! No, he didn’t kiss me.”
As quickly as he appeared, the Shocker
moved his face toward the camera then left
the red carpet.
THESE GUYS
The leader explained, “Our main difference, we sing all genres of music from Pop,
Motown, Jazz and R&R, weekends (Paris
Hotel)!” www.theseguysworldwide.com
Award-winning syndicated columnist
Sandy Zimmerman is a Show and Dining reviewer as well as travel, health, luxury and
more. Sandy is talk show host Sandy
Zimmerman’s Las Vegas TV. If you wish information, have questions about any of
Sandy’s articles, wish to recommend subjects,
call
(702)-731-6491
or
email
sandyzimm2003@yahoo.com.

“SHOCKER” — The world’s only pro wrestler magician
(Sapphire Club’s Comedy Hour)!
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“Hair: The American Tribal Love-Rock
Musical” at the Majestic Repertory
By Marianne Donnelly
Las Vegas Tribune
“Hair: The American Tribal
Love-Rock Musical” (book and lyrics James Rado and Gerome Ragni,
music, Galt MacDermot) is a classic work about American “hippie
anti-war counterculture” as well as
the ensuing sexual and cultural exploratory freedoms circa 1967.
“You could read about... these
young passionate draft-resisters...
but you’d never experience it. This
was happening in the streets, and
we wanted to bring it to the stage,”
said co-creator James Rado.
“Hair...” debuted October 1967
at Joseph Papp’s Public Theater in
New York City’s East Village and
enjoyed a long Broadway run as
well as international touring companies.
The script was revamped several
times incorporating theatrical influences from Open Theatre and
LaMaMa’s Experimental Theatre
with Tom O’Horgan’s directing, described as “sensual, savage...it disintegrates verbal structure, often
breaks up narrative (and even character) among different actors... enjoying sensory bombardment...”
(Newsweek).
O’Horgan added a brief nudity
scene, historically-based on incidents in Central Park, NYC where
people were stripping in defiance
of the war.
This was portrayed with dignity,
in low light, in Majestic Repertory’s
production under Troy Heard’s accurate direction.
This script was a true
groundbreaker in that it brought to
mainstream America’s attention the
vibrant daring thinking, expressing,
resisting, experimenting and collaborating that was burgeoning
right underneath uptight, mostly
conservative, America’s collective
upturned nose.
“HAIR...” captures the clash of
cultures that was the extraordinary
“year of the barricades” (Caute) that
would culminate ultimately in necessary advances in racial harmony,
work opportunity equality, and political activism that directly ended
a mindless war-conflict that raged
aimlessly against a non-existent
threat — chewing up and spitting
out our youth — as it dragged on,
without any end in sight, or victory
of any kind.
One of the more memorable
lines comes from tribe-member
“Hud,” (Sloan Hixson) “The draft
is white people, sending black
people, to make war on yellow
people, to defend land they stole,
from red people!”
“Berger” (Richie Villafuerte) as
the commune’s leader, embodies
the playful, sardonic, enlightened
part of the tribe.
“Claude” (Bobby Lang) repre-

sents the dichotomy of youthful
playfulness versus growing into responsibilities imposed by the prevailing war-madness. Ultimately he
pays for that with his life, shot several times in the war.
“Sheila” (Katie Marie Jones)
portrays the bravery of free speech
protest — laced with subtle sensuality that emerges from confidence.
“Woof” (Marcus Carter) portrays the new freedom to express
ideas and body desires that at that
time were considered hush-hush.
“Jeannie” (Almog Aybar Agron)
is the embodiment of fecund innocence bearing her child with pride
and participating fully in the circle’s
adventures.
These six primary characters are
supported by four more character-

Jubilant singing by “HAIR” cast
variations on these thematic-imMajestic’s costumes (Cari
peratives, as well as, a chorus of 12 Byers) were very well done with
more competent and compelling every 60’s variant represented in
“tribe members.”
lush colors and textures, all authenAll are countered by the “El- tic. (Look at the Broadway cast
ders” who represent the previous 1969 and compare — these are betgeneration’s “mind-controlled sub- ter!)
mission” to the stagnant, costly,
Sound (Joey Jevine) works well
suppressive status-quo.
in this full-circle seating (which
This is all threaded together with augments the inclusiveness theme)
many songs including, “Let the Sun with a fantastic live band off stage
Shine In,” and “Aquarius,” which (Musical Director Laurence Sobel).
became anthems of the anti-Viet- Lines are clear and unmiked, addnam War and peace movements, ing to the intimacy. Songs are perand were hits on national popular formed with handheld mike requirmusic stations.
ing tricky balance with the band.
However, “Hair’s” daring
The cast and house crew are
themes and staging would take un- welcoming and it’s a great experitil 2009 to win both Tony Award ence.
and Drama Desk Award for best (reThis is one classic seminal work
vival of) a musical.
(and joyful “human-be-in”) you

A few of “HAIR” cast lead characters — (center) Hud and Sheila with Tribe.

will want to catch, 50 years later,
through August 27 by Majestic
(majesticrepertory.com)at their
temporary home, state-of-the-art
“The Space,” located off Harmon
and Polaris at 3460 Cavaretta Court.
(Their regular location is Main at
Charleston currently under renovation.) Ample free guided parking
across the street.
You are a product of these times
and evermore we need courage and
inspiration. Their season will include classics “Cat on a Hot Tin
Roof,” “Animal Farm,” and several
more!
*****
Marianne Donnelly reviews theatre, film and travel. Marianne
Donnelly can be reached at
mdonnelly00@gmail.com.

(Left to right) Sheila, Claude, and Hud
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CITY BEAT

Mercedes-Benz of Henderson donates $10,000 to Southern
Nevada high school graduates from charity golf tournament

For the second time this summer,
a charity golf tournament will be
hosted by Mercedes-Benz of
Henderson, taking place on Monday, August 21st at 8:30 a.m. at the
ultra-exclusive DragonRidge Country Club in MacDonald Highlands.
At least $100.00 from every golfer
registration will be donated to benefit Keep Memory Alive and Cleveland Clinic Lou Ruvo Center for
Brain Health. 2017 marks the 24th
year of the annual Mercedes-Benz
Dealer Championships, with more
than $34 million donated to charities since 1994.
This once-in-a-lifetime experience includes an invitation to participate in activities surrounding
Mercedes-Benz U.S.A.’s global
partnership with the Master’s Tournament in Augusta, GA. Golfer participation is limited and opportunities will likely sell-out quickly;
golfer registration is now available
online at www.SNVgolf.com
Mercedes-Benz of Henderson
recently hosted more than 210 golfers for the annual “Southern Nevada New Car Dealers Association
Golf Classic” at The Revere Golf
Club in Anthem. Approximately 60
scholarship applications were submitted from 25 high schools to win
a portion of $10,000.00, which will
be donated as scholarships to five
(5) local high-school graduates.
Three of the scholarship winners
were ranked #1 in their classes
(valedictorians) and one of the
scholarship recipients had a 2.89
cumulative grade point average.
Scholarship winners are 2017
graduates of Coronado H.S., Centennial H.S., West Career and Technical Academy, Southwest Career
and Technical Academy, and Clark
H.S. These students will begin
classes in the fall and will be attending the University of Nevada Reno,
University of Nevada Las Vegas,
University of British Columbia,
Emory University, and Northern
Arizona University. Findlay Toyota
won first and second place, receiving $4,000 in prize money.
*****
Animal Sanctuaries across
the Valley Focus on Pet
Shelter and Rescue
The saying is, a pet is man’s best
friend. Well, there are several special relationships waiting to happen
daily and more than a handful of
local organizations are working to
rescue animals and provide them
with a second chance to have a loving family and home. Some local
groups include:
Heaven Can Wait Animal Society — To elminate companion
animal suffering and pet overpopulation through agressive spay/neuter, adoptions, community outreach
programs and education.
Adopt A Rescue Pet — Since
2000, Adopt a Rescue Pet has rescued abandoned, abused and neglected pets regardless of age, breed
or medical condition. Through our
life saving work, each year more
than 1,000 formerly homeless dogs
begin merry and bright new lives

with families who will love and
cherish them. The agency offers
adoption, fundraising and community events.
Nevada Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals — The
Nevada SPCA, a nonprofit organization, operates a no-kill animal
sanctuary, promotes humane education, makes referrals for lowercost spay/neuter and vaccination
services, and challenges people to
be the best possible guardians for
the companion animals in their care.
Las Vegas Valley Humane Society — The Las Vegas Valley Humane Society (LVVHS) is a nonprofit 501(c)3 corporation established according to Nevada laws for
public benefit. It is dedicated to
improving the welfare of animals.
Those Left Behind Foundation
— Helping families, one pet at a
time.” We began this foundation to
provide a home for the pets of
people entering assisted living facilities or hospice and can no longer
care for their animals. We also act
as a rescue organization, providing
help for animals tht have been abandoned, abused, and unwanted. The
third aspect of the foundation is
education for the community, teaching young and old alike the importance of caring for our animals and
the impact such actions and have
on society. In short, we are here for
“those left behind.”
The Animal Foundation — A
nonprofit, 501©3 organization, The
Animal Foundation is the highest
volume single-site animal shelter in
America. Last year, we saved nearly
21,000 lost, homeless, and often
mistreated animals. Much like a
public hospital, as an open-admission shelter, The Animal Foundation takes in every animal who
comes to us in need, no matter how
sick or injured. From the expected
dogs, cats, rabbits, reptiles and birds
to horses, pigs, chickens, fighting
roosters, and occasional exotic animals, we serve them all. Just like a
hospital, we can’t save them all.
What we can do, with your support,
is save every healthy and treatable
animal who comes into our care.
Hearts Alive Village — Hearts
Alive Village works to provide a
safer, happier life for animals. It
realizes that in order to do that, they
must help people as well. Through
a variety of owner support programs, HAV strives to keep pets in
their original homes whenever possible by providing food, veterinary
care, training assistance, support,
and more. HAV works with survivors of domestic abuse, Veterans,
seniors, the homeless, and children
to provide access to services, find
the perfect family, and educate and
inspire the next generation to take
action. HAV is a 100 percent volunteer-run organization that relies
entirely on the support of the community.
Pet Awareness & Welfare Services — Pet Awareness & Welfare
Services (PAWS) is a non-profit
organization in Las Vegas, NV. We
help pet owners suffering from

Opportunity Village’s Job Discovery Program

Opportunity Village, in partnership with Clark County School District (CCSD), held their 15th annual
event celebrating the Job Discovery Program on Friday, July 28. The event acknowledged CCSD students
that successfully completed the job training and discovery program, acquiring invaluable vocational
training in preparation for future successful employment. President and CEO of Opportunity Village,
Bob Brown, and Nevada Secretary of State, Barbara Cevagske, were on hand to pass out the Job Discovery
Program Celebration certificates.
hardship due to income, age, or illness and non-profits/no-kill rescues
get the necessary care and services
for their pets by providing them
with financial support needed to do
so. We are volunteer-based so 100
percent of donations go directly to
our cause.
Paws 4 Love — With respect
and compassion for all animal life,
Paws 4 Love Pet Rescue promotes
lifelong relationships between
people and companion animals.
Shelter and care is provided for
each precious life until adopted into
a forever loving home. Paws 4 Love
envisions a day when society will
be free from the dangers and nuisances of irresponsible pet ownership, when every pet born will be
assured loving care all of its natural life and will not suffer due to
abuse, neglect or ignorance.
*****

Be a Superhero for Kids
Battling Cancer
Grab a cape and be a superhero
to support kids with cancer and the
local nonprofit Candlelighters
Childhood Cancer Foundation of
Nevada at the Superhero 5K with
Chet Buchanan. One of the
nonprofit’s largest fundraisers, the
morning event and festivities are
Saturday, Sept. 9 at Exploration
Park in the Mountain’s Edge Master Planned Community in southwest Las Vegas.
There are several ways to help.
In keeping with the event theme, attendees and well-behaved leashed
pets are encouraged to dress up as
superheroes, reflective of the courage kids with cancer exhibit every
day. Invite family, friends, neighbors and co-workers to form a team
and fundraise for prizes; challenge
yourself along with several thousand other participants for the 5K
race or one-mile walk; or come and
cheer on all the racers, walkers and
cancer survivors. Volunteer and
sponsorship opportunities also are
available.
Event
proceeds
allow
Candlelighters to provide children
with cancer and their families with
needed help through a variety of
emotional assistance, quality of life
and financial support programs.
Other activities will include a
kids area with a bounce house and
games, bone marrow drive hosted
by Be The Match, awards ceremony
for timed runners, food, kids zone
with jump houses, refreshments and
raffle prizes. Attendees also can
enjoy Exploration Park amenities,
including water play area, replicas
of a western town and Indian village and companion playground
and archaeology dig site, picnic areas, walking and hiking trails, and
more.
This year’s Angle Ambassador
is Lucas Ahlbach, who was 10 years
old when he lost his battle with cancer. Superhero Ambassadors are

Kaila Elder, 13, who has Embryonal Rhabdomyosarcoma, and Benji
Sanchez, 3, who has Choroid
Plexus Carcinoma. They were chosen as ambassadors for their courage, spirit and bravery in dealing
with their cancer and serving as inspirations for those around them
and others battling the deadly disease.
Key registration dates for the
Superhero 5K with Chet Buchanan
are:
—Online: Team registration at
www.candlelightersnv.org by 5
p.m. on Sept. 6 to qualify for any
awards
—In
Person:
At
the
Candlelighters office by Sept. 6 or
on race day from 6:30 a.m. to 7:30
a.m.
—By Mail: Postmarked by Sept.
1 to Candlelighters Childhood Cancer Foundation of Nevada, 8990
Spanish Ridge Ave., Ste. 100, Las
Vegas, NV 89148
Participants will have the opportunity to win a variety of prizes
based on fundraising levels. In addition, school, family and organization teams that raise more than
$5,000 will be invited to the event
VIP area featuring shaded areas
with seating, breakfast, mini massages, a swag grab and private
restrooms.
Event day registration begins at
6:30 a.m.; the race starts at 8 a.m.
with the walk at 8:15 a.m.; and festivities continue until 11 a.m. Exploration Park is just south of the
main entrance of Mountain’s Edge,
9275 S. Buffalo Drive.
The Superhero 5K with Chet
Buchanan is presented by Hakkasan
Group with major sponsors Centennial Toyota, Mountain’s Edge Master Planned Community and The
Revolution FMO. It is part of
Candlelighters’ observance of
September’s designation as National Childhood Cancer Awareness
Month and the shineGOLD community awareness campaign where
the public is encouraged to wear
gold, change lightbulbs to gold/yellow, exhibit gold at work or school,
and use the #BeMySuperPOWER
hashtag and challenge others to participate.
Visit www.candlelightersnv.org
or call (702) 737-1919 for more information, registration, and volunteer and participation opportunities.
*****
Golden Knights Practice
Arena Gets Official Name:
City National Arena
Vegas Golden Knights Chairman and CEO Bill Foley announced recently that the team
signed a multi-year partnership with
City National Bank and under the

new agreement, the team’s practice
facility would be named City National Arena. Above is a rendering
of the practice space scheduled to
open this summer. Keep up with
other news about the valley’s
hockey team.
*****

PRISCILLA VILCHIS
Meet L.A.’s First Legit Latina
Cannabis Entrepreneur
One of the first people in Los
Angeles County expected to receive
bona fide licenses for growing and
manufacturing marijuana products
is a Latina woman. That’s important because when voters legalized
recreational marijuana in November, they were pitched the story of
minorities excessively criminalized
by black-market drug sales but often shut out of the legalized cannabis revolution. Proposition 64
would open the “green rush” to
people of color, backers argued.
Forty applicants vied for permits
in Lynwood, which was one of the
first cities in Los Angeles County
to begin a licensing process designed to make the legal cannabis
trade active by the time the recreational cannabis business is allowed
to proceed under Proposition 64 on
Jan. 1.
Lynwood recently announced
that 13 applicants made the cut to
receive preliminary approval for
cannabis business licenses, and
among those was only one female,
minority CEO: Priscilla Vilchis of
Cali Premium Produce, Inc.
One Woman, One Mission
“One of my goals is to educate
the public about the benefits of cannabis and, as a Latina, I am especially excited to begin outreach efforts with my Hispanic community,” Vilchis told LA Weekly. “Being a pioneer in this space also helps
pave a path for other women and
minorities to get involved.”
*****
City Beat is a compilation of
news and views of our editorial and
writing team, along with reader
submissions and topics. Readers
are invited to suggest a local topic
or any other items of interest.

August 16-22, 2017 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / Page 23

Let Others See The Boss In You
By Doug Dickerson
“He who tends the fig tree will
eat its fruit, And he who cares for
his master will be honored.” —
King Solomon (Proverbs 27:18)
I read an article on CBS News
Money Watch about the Top 40
Bonehead Bosses. There you can
read the accounts of some the most
boneheaded bosses you can imagine. Here’s one just for fun:
I worked as a secretary for a
large metropolitan hospital. My son
was in daycare at a local church.
One day a co-worker ran into the
office and screamed: “the church is
on fire, the church is on fire”. Immediately, I ran to the church,
where I could see the smoke, the
fire, four fire engines and people
everywhere. I was in a panic. I lost
my shoe, tore my dress and dropped
my purse looking for my son. After
finding him (Thank God!), I returned to work frazzled and disheveled. When I made it back to my
desk, my Boss approached me and
said “You left your station without
permission. You will be disciplined
for this!”
Boneheaded boss? I’d say so.
And this highlights the age old love/
hate relationship people have with
their bosses. As a leadership
speaker, I hear the stories. And I
hear the stories from the bosses
about their employees because that
relationship cuts both ways.
In his book, Creative

DOUG DICKERSON
Followership, Jimmy Collins, the
former COO of Chick-fil-A, outlines his powerful followership
principles. Principle 12 states: Let
others see the boss in you.
In explaining Principle 12, the
underlying philosophy he says,
“was to present unified purpose and
action. When the people in the organization see management in
unity, they are more confident in
their own roles.” Creating a compelling vision and mission statement is only as powerful as the
people’s ability to have buy-in it
and execute it.
Elaborating more, Collins says,
“Your work should mirror the quality and character of the boss. Do
things in a manner that will meet
and even exceed your leader’s personal standard.”
These timely principles are as

important now as they have ever
been. So let me ask you:, do your
colleagues, customers, and clients
see the boss in you? Do people see
in you an accurate reflection and
representation
of
your
organization’s core values and beliefs? Do you back it up with your
words, actions, and ethics? As you
reflect on these questions, here are
a few important reminders for your
consideration.
You are the face of
your organization
Don’t make the mistake of believing that it’s only your boss who
is the face of your organization.
Regardless of where you are in your

BEHIND THE MIKE

Better than Perfect

By Michael A. Aun
The thing I guess I like most
about her is her devotion and kindness to others. She laughs a lot. She
not only loves to make things... but
she loves to make bad things better.
She is not your usual type of
woman. She cuts grass... and actually enjoys it. When she is not playing mechanic or repairing you name
it... she is baking cookies or finding ways to out-give others.
No one has ever “one-up’d-her,”
even if they tried. She is the only
person I know who listens to Christmas music all year round. There
must be some form of peace in that
or perhaps eternal hope.
She taught her sons about respect for women. She showed them
how the best things they could do
for their family was to be a devoted
husband and father who could cook,
clean, iron, change a diaper or to
fix whatever is broke.
She treats each of her grandchildren like they are her personal favorite. Elephants everywhere are in
envy of her memory because she
never forgets anyone or anything,
not just because of her excellent
recollection but the beautiful
memories she made with others
along the way.
The next piece of paper she
throws out will be the first piece,
which should come in handy if she
ever goes through a 43-year audit.
She never hangs up the phone first,
which drives some people nuts.
She starts celebrating Christmas
in July and winds it down in January. By February 1, next year’s
planning is already in motion.
Birthdays are big celebrations that
rival Christmas in most other
homes.
She enjoyed a private audience

MICHAEL A. AUN

with Pope John Paul II, shaking his
hand and accepting his blessings...
but is just as comfortable making a
donation to a panhandler. Her goodness knows no boundaries.
She over tips, over pays and over
compensates for all those around
her. No one will ever be caught out
giving her. She is the only person
who calls Customer Service to correct a problem and makes them feel
better for calling. Go figure.
She thanks everyone for everything... in writing! She sculpts old
fashioned thank you notes which
actually get mailed with real
stamps. Nobody does that anymore.
The next tab a family member
picks up will only be successful
only if they arrive early and pay the
bill in advance before she can take
care of it. She is always taking this
one to the airport or that one to the
doctor or a car dealership for maintenance.
She is a full time giver who donates her time and talent to making
her neighborhood a better place to
live or supporting anyone who
comes to the door collecting for you
name the cause.
She will buy a box of Girl Scout

cookies and hand over a twenty saying “Keep the change.” She subscribes to the theory that you have
an obligation to leave things better
than you found them.
It never occurs to her to be negative about the hand she has been
dealt... just play it. There are only
four aces in the deck and you can’t
draw all four every time. Adverse
things happen to everyone; rolling
with the punches is what rolling
through life is all about.
She makes the best meatloaf east
of the Mississippi. She hangs a different “happy flag” in front of her
house every week and never misses
an opportunity to celebrate something. “It’s five o’clock somewhere” means she is always celebrating but it never involves alcohol- the cheapest date a man could
have.
She can not tell the difference
between a basketball and a football
but has never missed an athletic
event that her children or grandchildren have ever played. She knows
absolutely nothing about violin,
dancing or weightlifting but never
fails to celebrate each with her family.
She never knowingly breaks
rules, which is the diametrically
opposite of the other person in her
life, rendering reliable proof of the
old adage that opposites do attract.
She is a nurse by training but a
wife, mother and grandmother by
trade, always rendering loving care
to all who touch her life.
She’s not perfect. She’s better
than that.
*****
Michael Aun is a syndicated columnist and writes a weekly column
for this newspaper. To contact
Michael Aun, email him at
maun@lasvegastribune.com.

organizational structure, if you are
on the payroll, you are the face of
your organization. If you can’t
proudly be the face of your organization then it’s time to either change
your attitude or change your address.
You are an extension
of your boss
As an extension of your boss,
you carry a great deal of responsibility on your shoulders. How can
you rightfully be an extension of
your boss if you do not respect your
boss? How can you passionately
represent your organization in public if you are undermining it in private? As an extension of your boss,
make it a priority to develop trust
and be in unity with him or her.
Develop your consensus in private,
articulate your unity in public.
You are part of the ‘why’
Simon Sinek says, “People don’t
buy what you do, they buy why you
do it.” It’s a simple and yet very
profound statement. Think about

the implications of it for just a moment. You are the reason why customers keep coming back or decide
to go elsewhere. You are the reason
why clients trust you and choose to
keep giving you their business or
move on. You are the reason why
your organization runs efficiently,
has a strong work ethic, and has
strong morale or you are a part of
the reason it doesn’t.
What is really the message of
letting others see the boss in you?
It’s about raising your own personal
standard of excellence. It’s about
stepping up as a leader in your own
right regardless of your title or position. It’s about ownership and being a standard-bearer for your organization and being a part of a
cause greater than yourself.
What are people seeing in you?
Doug Dickerson is a syndicated
columnist. He writes a weekly column for this newspaper. To contact
Doug Dickerson, email him at
ddickerson@ lasvegastribune.com.

Sundays from 12.30 to 2 p.m.
Please call 702-706-6875
for information
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The myRA is being eliminated. What
does this mean for retirement savers?
By Geoff Williams
U.S. News
You still have options. But now,
fewer.
In late July, the U.S. Department
of the Treasury announced that it
would be shutting down a program
designed to help people who don’t
have access to workplace savings
retirement plans.
The program was called myRA,
and it allowed people to save as
little as $2 a week (or more, like
$200 a week), which would then be
invested in retirement savings
bonds backed by the U.S. Treasury.
Once the consumer’s account had
$15,000, the money would be rolled
into a Roth IRA.
The program began during the
Obama administration, opening in
late 2015. Last month, the Trump
administration announced it had
decided the program was too expensive and is shutting it down.
In a press release, U.S. Treasurer
Jovita Carranza said: “The myRA
program was created to help low to
middle income earners start saving
for retirement. Unfortunately, there
has been very little demand for the
program, and the cost to taxpayers
cannot be justified by the assets in
the program. Fortunately, ample
private sector solutions exist, which
resulted in less appeal for myRA.
We will be phasing out the myRA
program over the coming months.
We will be communicating frequently with participants to help
facilitate a smooth transition to
other investment opportunities.”
The Treasury May
Have a Point
Since 2015, only 30,000 people
have signed up, and 10,000 of those
accounts are empty. Still, as financial advisor Jamin Armstead says,
perhaps the myRA needed a better
public relations campaign.
“In a society where over onethird of the workforce does not have
access to an employer sponsored
retirement plan, where minorities
and the poor are at a distinct employment, income and savings disadvantage, where advocating for
retirement savings is a daily headline ... the myRA program could
only generate accounts for 20,000
people? This isn’t a failure of the
program itself, but more so a tragic
failure to market the program more
effectively, or really, at all,” says
Armstead, owner of J. Dishon Financial LLC in Surprise, Arizona.
Adam Rust agrees that the marketing was lacking. Rust is director
of WiseWage and Reinvestment
Partners, a Durham, North Carolina-based nonprofit working to end
predatory lending practices. “I
never saw myRA appear in a sponsored search result on Google,”
Rust says.
In any case, Rust is disappointed
that the Trump administration
didn’t give the program more of a
chance.
“There is no reason why the
Treasury should have canceled this
program. It would have spurred
more people to save. From a macro
viewpoint, it also expanded the demand for Treasury bonds,” he says.
Options for People
Struggling to Save
for Retirement
So is the Treasury correct? Do
ample private sector solutions exist?
It may depend on your definition
of ample. Still, if you’re somebody
who doesn’t have access to an
employer’s retirement program,
and your income is spotty, you may
want to try a few things.
Get a Roth IRA. Consumers
who have a myRA were already on
the road to getting a Roth IRA.
How to Open a Roth IRA. Exactly how and where to open your
Roth IRA, as well as a few tips,
tricks and rules.
“If you were contemplating
opening a myRA, the Roth IRA is
still a great retirement account,”
Armstead says.
So if you’re one of the 20,000
people with a myRA, and you already had a decent amount saved,
like over $1,000, you probably
won’t have trouble finding an
online brokerage that will allow you
to set up a Roth IRA. From there,
you’ll transfer your funds from your
myRA into the Roth IRA.

Since 2015, only 30,000 people have signed up for the myRA program, and 10,000 of those accounts are empty.

“There won’t be a penalty because the funds are being transferred to another qualified retirement account,” Armstead says.
And if you don’t have a myRA,
and you’d like a Roth IRA? Well,
anyone can get one. The barrier for
some consumers is that usually an
investment firm requires a minimum deposit of $1,000, and then
you may have to put in as much as
$100 a month. Not everyone can
swing that. Still, you may find a
firm that will allow you to pay less
than $100 a month, but perhaps
with a small monthly fee, like $3.
But if you think you can pay
$100 a month, then you could start
saving $100 a month in a separate
savings account; in 10 months,

you’d have enough to make a deposit into a Roth IRA and then just
continue putting in $100 (or possibly less) every month.
Look into mutual funds. As you
probably know, if you invest in mutual funds, you and other investors
are pooling money together and investing in stocks, bonds and other
similar assets. You may want to try
that route, says Joseph Montanaro,
a certified financial planner for
USAA, a financial services company for the military and their families.
“A mutual fund can be a sensible
option for someone that’s just
launching their retirement savings
program,” Montanaro says. “There
are mutual fund families, including

USAA, that allow you to start an
IRA for as little as $500, or even
less, if you set up an automatic investment of as little as $50 per
month.”
Consider bonds. Montanaro suggests this. “Another low-cost investment option that more closely
matches the myRA would be the
Treasury’s I-bonds — you can buy
those for as little as $25 and have
the same government guarantee —
and protect against loss of purchasing power. Of course, you might
miss out on some tax benefits going this route.”
He is referring to the fact that the
interest your savings bonds earn
will be subject to federal income tax
(but not state or local taxes).

If you do go this route, you’d do
well to buy the bonds through the
Treasury’s website, Treasury Direct. If you go through an online
broker, for instance, you’ll have to
pay a fee.
Still, the myRA was simple to
set up and use. And it was certainly
affordable, considering the weekly
minimum payment was only $2
(granted, that won’t get you a cushy
retirement, but the idea was that
consumers would eventually lift
that number to a more ambitious
one). Now that option is gone.
Critics like Rust and Armstead
are not happy.
“We have a tax system that
doesn’t incentivize lower-income
households to save for retirement,”
Rust says. “MyRA addressed the
needs among lower-income households for liquidity. Research says
that this group has less tolerance for
risk, so again, myRA was a good
fit to that problem.”
Armstead is even less charitable.
“Although the myRA is merely a
starter account, the fact remains
loud and clear: If you are poor, the
Trump administration is not your
advocate,” he says. “Do not expect
this current administration to throw
you a lifeline in any capacity.”
*****
Geoff Williams has been a contributor to U.S. News since 2013.
He has been a freelance journalist
for over 20 years, specializing in
personal finance and small business issues. His work has appeared
in numerous publications, including CNNMoney.com, The Washington Post, Entrepreneur Magazine,
Entertainment Weekly and
Forbes.com. He is also the author
of several books, including
“Washed Away,” about the great
flood of 1913, “C.C. Pyle’s Amazing Foot Race,” about the infamous
Bunion Derby of 1928 and “Living
Well with Bad Credit.” You can follow him on Twitter @geoffw.
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Discover little-known Social Security benefits
Fast-track disability, money management and language services can make life easier
By Stan Hinden
AARP
Over time, many people have
wished that Social Security would
become more user-friendly and
quicker to provide its “customers”
(you and me) with special services
and work-arounds that respond to
pressing needs or just make life a
little easier. You can view extra dimensions as the agency’s efforts to
go the extra mile for its beneficiaries.
Many of these have drawn little
attention. So let’s consider a few.
The Compassionate
Allowances List
Several years ago, it became
apparent to Social Security officials
that the long waiting time for decisions on disability applications was
causing particular hardship for
people who were seriously ill. So
the agency established the Compassionate Allowances List, with the
goal of swiftly granting disability
status to people who suffer from
any of the serious medical conditions on the list. Currently, there are
225 such conditions.
In putting together the list, Social Security held seven public hearings around the country to review
the best available medical information on rare diseases, cancers, traumatic brain injury, stroke, early onset Alzheimer’s disease and related
dementias, schizophrenia, cardiovascular disease, multiple organ
transplants and autoimmune diseases. Many medical and scientific
experts provided input, including
professionals at the National Institutes of Health.
The resulting fast-track list begins with acute leukemia and adrenal cancer and ends with X-linked
myotublar myopath band Zellweger
syndrome.
Social Security says that people
who can show they suffer from any
of these will get approval in a matter of weeks as opposed to months
or even years.
International Social
Security agreements
Many Americans work in foreign countries for part of their careers. At the same time, many foreign nationals work in the United
States. Both groups have long faced
problems of double payroll taxation
of their wages and accumulation of
too few credits in any country to
qualify for benefits.
So Social Security has negotiated agreements with 25 foreign
countries that have systems similar
to Social Security. The agreements
generally provide for workers to
pay payroll taxes to only one
country’s system at a time. When
retirement draws near, workers can
pool the credits they’ve earned in
more than one country. Social Security, for instance, will pay benefits to an American expatriate by
recognizing credits that the person
earned in the system of another
country while working there.
Help with managing
your money
We’re not all good at managing
money. We may need help. So Social Security has created the Representative Payee Program. The
objectives are simple: Match people
who need help managing their finances with people who are willing and able to help them.
If you’re concerned that someone you know has become incapable of managing or directing the
management of his or her benefits,
Social Security asks that you call
800-772-1213 (TTY 800-3250778) to request an appointment to
discuss your concerns.
Generally, Social Security looks
for family members or friends to
serve as representative payees. If
such people aren’t available, the
agency works with qualified organizations such as social service
agencies to provide people to serve
as representative payees.
A payee takes charge of the benefits sent to another person by Social Security and manages the
money for the needs of that person.
It’s a serious job that requires serious diligence: The payee must keep
records and account for his or her
actions by filing reports to Social
Security.
If you need an interpreter
Like everyone else, people who
do not speak English may need to
talk to the staff at Social Security
about benefits or other concerns. To
address this, Social Security provides free interpretation services.
Languages that the agency can

translate include Arabic, Armenian, Cambodian, Chinese, Farsi,
French, Greek, Haitian Creole,
Hmong, Italian, Japanese, Korean,
Laotian, Portuguese, Polish, Russian, Somali, Spanish, Tagalog

and Vietnamese.
To request an interpreter, call the
agency at 800-772-1213. If you
need service in Spanish, press 7 and
a Spanish-speaking representative
will come on the line.

If you speak another of the covered languages, you should remain
silent during the various English
voice automation prompts and wait
for a representative to answer. That
person will bring an interpreter on
the line who can help you. If your
business cannot be completed by
phone, Social Security will make
an appointment for you at a local
office and arrange for an interpreter
to be there at the time of your visit.
A number for a baby
Social Security enters our lives
from almost the moment we are
born. Indeed, for new parents, getting a Social Security number for a
new baby should be at the top of
the list of things to do right away.
In many cases, the number can be
requested at the hospital where the
child was born at the same time as
registration for a birth certificate.
No need to wait on hold with Social Security’s toll-free number, no
need to trek down to the local office with the little one.
Your child will need a number
down the road, of course, but getting one will allow you as parents
to do certain things right away:

—Claim your child as a dependent on your income tax return.
—Open a bank account for your
child.
—Buy savings bonds for your
child.
—Obtain medical insurance
coverage for your child.
—Apply for government services for your child.
—Help with naming the baby.
Finally, if parents are having
trouble thinking of a name for the
family’s new member, Social Security can help. The agency offers a
list of the most popular names for
babies born each year. Emma,
Olivia and Sophia were the most
popular names for girls in 2014;
Noah, Liam and Mason topped the
list for boys.
*****
Stan Hinden, a former columnist
for the Washington Post, wrote How
to Retire Happy: The 12 Most Important Decisions You Must Make
Before You Retire. Have a question?
Check out the Social Security Mailbox archive. If you don’t find your
answer there, send an email to the
Social Security Mailbox.

Five ways to be happier when you retire

Happiness in retirement relies on relationships and experiences, not money and possessions.
By Tom Sightings
U.S. News
Psychologists have determined
that each of us has our own individual set point of happiness. As
events unfold in our lives, we may
temporarily become more or less
happy, but then as time goes on, we
revert to our mean level of happiness. But the same experts also tell
us that as we get older, our happiness set point gradually goes up
over time. In other words, most
people get happier as they get older.
Then retirement gives us a bonus. According to the National Bureau of Economic Research, retirement by itself often produces a
positive impact on people’s sense
of well-being, a feeling that lasts
for a considerable length of time.

Focusing on experiences, not purchases, is one way to be happier.
Why? Because there are fewer de- We experience less pressure, less
mands on our time, and we have stress and enjoy a less-hectic
more control over our own lives. lifestyle.

So how can we ensure that we
get happier as we retire and get
older? Here are five ways to maximize your happiness level when
you’re retired.
1. Try not to worry about
money. It’s easier said than done.
But multiple studies have shown
that after a certain basic level of
income that covers housing, health
care and other necessities, there is
no relationship between how much
money we have and how happy we
are. What matters more is what we
focus on. There is no reason to envy
those who have more than us, for
they are not happier than we are.
But there is plenty of reason to focus on the blessings we enjoy in
life, whether it’s close family ties,
(See Sightings, Page 26)
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Don’t
make
these
four
Social
Security
mistakes
If you’re counting on Social Security to serve you well in retirement, here are a few moves to avoid at all costs.
By Maurie Backman
Motley Fool
You pay into Social Security
during your working years — and
not a small amount — so that it’s
there for you in the future. It therefore makes sense to approach Social Security strategically so that
you end up with the maximum
amount in benefits you’re entitled
to. With that in mind, here are four
Social Security mistakes to avoid.
1. Not knowing your full retirement age
Your Social Security benefits are
based on how much you earned during your career, but that number is
by no means set in stone. If you wait
until your full retirement age (FRA)
to file for benefits, you’ll get to collect your base benefit amount in
full, but if you file sooner or later
than FRA, your benefit amount will
go up or down.
Social Security card
Your full retirement age is based
on your year of birth, as follows:
Year of Birth — Full Retirement
Age
1943-1954 — 66
1955 — 66 and 2 months
1956 — 66 and 4 months
1957 — 66 and 6 months
1958 — 66 and 8 months
1959 — 66 and 10 months
1960 — 67
Knowing your full retirement
age will give you a baseline of when
to file for benefits, so it pays to familiarize yourself with the above
chart. Furthermore, whatever initial
benefit amount you lock in from
Social Security will remain in effect for life, so whether you file at

Sightings

(Continued from Page 25)
a supportive group of friends or an
opportunity to spend time pursuing
an activity we love.
2. Use your money to purchase
experiences, not possessions. Or,
as my wife says, we should marshal
our money to create positive and
lasting memories for our friends,
our children and ourselves. So don’t
take out a big loan to buy an expensive car. Instead, go on an exotic
vacation with your spouse. Or invite a friend out to dinner and pick
up the bill, or organize a family gettogether at the beach and offer to
pay for those who can’t afford to
come.
3. Make time for friends and
family. You can see a theme developing here, one that provides the
key to unlocking the secret to happiness in retirement. We all know
that shared experiences bring more
happiness than those experienced
alone. Why else do people go on
Facebook or Instagram? Just think
of the last time you ate alone in a
restaurant with your nose stuck in
a book or magazine. It probably
wasn’t much fun. But when you go
to the same restaurant with friends,
you almost always have a good time
talking and laughing and sharing
your stories.
4. Take care of yourself. People
in poor health almost always report
lower levels of happiness than
people who are in good shape. It
works the other way around, too.
People who eat better, get more exercise and suffer less stress tend to
lead healthier and happier lives than
sedentary couch potatoes. So while
you want to be connected to other
people, you also want to take the
time to treat yourself right. Surprisingly, surveys have even shown that
cosmetic surgery makes us happier,
both in the short term and over
longer periods of time. Why? Because nothing makes us feel better
than knowing we look our best.
5. Engage in an interesting activity. It doesn’t matter whether
you’re perfecting your golf game,
babysitting your grandchildren, doing arts and crafts or hiking the
Appalachian Trail. The important
thing is that you get involved in
something that engages your interest — something that gets you out
of bed in the morning and gives a
sense of purpose to your retirement.
The happiest people view retirement not as an endless vacation, but
as a chance to pursue new opportunities and take on new challenges.
Don’t be afraid to say no to people
who even with the best of intentions
try to steal your time for their own
purposes. Instead, focus on the
people who are important to you
and the activities that are worth your
time and energy.
*****
Tom Sightings is a baby boomer

FRA or another age, be sure to keep
that in mind.
2. Claiming benefits too early
Many workers rush to file for
Social Security at 62 because it’s
the earliest possible age to take benefits, but in some cases, that can end
up being a very bad idea. For every
year you file for benefits prior to
reaching FRA, you’ll lower your
payments by a certain percentage.
For instance, if your FRA is 66 and
you claim Social Security at 62,
you’ll cut your benefits by 25 percent. If you don’t reach FRA until
67 and you file at 62, you’ll be looking at a 30 percent reduction.

who went to college, got an MBA,
worked for several media companies and then was laid off in his
mid-50s. Since then he has been
negotiating the perils and pitfalls
of early retirement, while watching
his children embark on their journey to adulthood. He shares his experiences in the book “You Only
Retire Once” as well as his blog
Sightings Over Sixty, which covers
health, finance and retirement.

Premium Services:
If you’re not counting on those
benefits to pay your bills, but rather
want the money early to spend on
travel and the like, then by all
means, claim when you please. But
if you’re counting on Social Security to stay afloat financially in retirement, slashing your benefits
could put you at risk later on. It’s
estimated, for example, that more
than 40 percent of single seniors 65
and over get at least 90 percent of
their income from Social Security,
so if you expect those benefits to
cover the bulk of your living expenses, you’d better not do anything to compromise them.
3. Filing for benefits too late
While claiming Social Security
early can hurt you, waiting too long
can also be a bad idea. Currently,
you’re allowed to accrue delayed
retirement credits by postponing
your benefits until age 70. For every year you hold off past full retirement age, you’ll get an automatic 8 percent boost in your payments, which means that if your
FRA is 67 and you wait the maximum amount of time, you’ll wind
up with 24 percent more out of So-

cial Security.
That said, this formula really
only works in your favor if you live
a long life and end up collecting
benefits for a number of years —
because while you will be getting
more money in each payment,
you’ll also end up with fewer payments.
Say your full retirement age is
67, at which point you’d be eligible
for $1,600 a month in benefits. If
you hang tight until age 70, you’ll
increase each payment to $1,984,
which means you’ll need to live
until 82.5 just to break even. If
you’re fairly confident you’ll live

1-888-918-1625

past that age, then holding off on
benefits might work out in your favor. But if you have a known illness, or a family history of dying
young, you could end up lowering
your lifetime payout by waiting too
long.
4. Using Social Security as an
excuse to neglect your savings
It’s estimated that more than 40
percent of baby boomers aged 55
to 64 have no retirement savings to
show for. And that means countless
soon-to-be retirees are headed for
trouble, because Social Security
will only get you so far in covering
the bills. In fact, your monthly benefits are designed to replace only
40 percent of what you were earning prior to retirement, but most
people need at least 80 percent of
their former income to cover their
bills once they stop working. Furthermore, almost half of senior
households wind up spending more
money, not less, during their first
two years of retirement than they
did in years prior.
Counting on Social Security in
the absence of independent savings
means putting yourself at risk of
running out of money in the future.
While your benefits can, and
should, play a role in determining
your retirement budget, they
shouldn’t be the only source of income you have access to.
Knowing how to get the most
out of Social Security will make for
a more comfortable and stable retirement. Avoid these mistakes, and
you’ll be better-positioned to avoid
financial stress as a senior.

What You
Need To
Know
By Dr Nina Radcliff

Back-to-School: How
To Plan For an A+ Start
to This School Year
By Dr. Nina Radcliff, MD
It is that time of the year where
back-to-school beckons to millions
of families nationwide, raising
stress levels with increased activities and jitters as schools and colleges welcome record numbers of
students this fall.
For both parents and kids, there
are commitments with end-of-summer events, last minute getaways,
shopping for “the right” supplies
and clothes, start-up of extracurricular activities, and, too, the emotional anxiety that often comes with
changes with sleep times, getting up
earlier, homework, new teachers
and friends.
Communication,
communication,
communication...
and planning
First off, schedule a family meeting this week where everyone has
the opportunity to participate by
sharing their thoughts and concerns
on the upcoming transition. Make
it a team effort! And, parents, try
keeping the tone fun to facilitate
(lively) interaction. Whether entering kindergarten or K through college, by listening, we can pick-up
cues of any related worries or activities that need to be addressed
ahead of time.
Also, consider utilizing a written calendar that will not only mark
back-to-school and related activities, but also pleasurable events —
school dances, the upcoming breaks
for Thanksgiving and Christmas.
And make sure to schedule followup discussions to address, and
check-off, items: school supplies;
school clothing or uniforms; backpacks; upcoming appointments
(e.g., doctors, back-to-school night,
parent teacher meetings, shopping);
extracurricular activities, and
safety; and planning healthy routines (e.g., eating balanced meals,
daily physical activities, and a
sound sleep schedule). Hang this
calendar in a well-visited location
such as on the refrigerator so it stays
“relevant” and items are not forgotten.
Health checkups
and Immunizations
Oftentimes, the school’s or the
school district’s website will provide good insight about health policies and procedures. Also, state
laws establish vaccination requirements for school children and, too,
mechanisms for enforcement—so
make sure to know what they are
and also speak with your child’s
physician to ensure that they are
current.
Healthy vision is important to all
aspects of students’ lives: schoolwork, extracurricular activities,
confidence, and safety. And, according to the American Optometric Association, up to 10 percent of
preschoolers and 25 percent of
school age children have vision
problems. The good news is that
eye exams allow for early identification and treatment of a child’s
vision problem. For that reason,
some physicians recommend yearly
eye exams, whereas others feel that
every other year is adequate if no
vision correction is required (but,
yearly exams in those with eyeglasses or contact lenses).
Meet the new teacher(s)
Open house or back-to-school
night, phone calls, or email are a
great opportunity to meet the “new
teacher” before the first day of
school. And if personal contact with
the teacher is not possible, try finding the teacher on the school’s
website so that your child can become familiar with the face. And,
too, touring the school — including the lunch area, playground,
desk, or locker — can ease angst
on the first day.
Healthy Eat/Sleep/Exercise
Routines: For Stronger
Immune Systems and
Overall Balance
Each day, at least an hour of activity, a balanced diet, and adequate
sleep will go a long way in supporting our overall well-being. So let’s
start thinking about good back-to-

school habits and how we can have
a smooth transition.
—Science confirms that physical activity is associated with numerous health benefits in schoolaged children and our youth. The
Physical Activity Guidelines for
Americans recommend that children and adolescents should do 60
minutes or more of physical activity each day. As parents, we can set
a positive example by leading an
active lifestyle. And with our hectic lives, consider making physical
activity part of your family’s daily
routine by taking family walks or
playing active games together (e.g.,
after dinner instead of sitting down
to watch television).
—Start every day with a healthy
breakfast. When our children eat a
healthy breakfast, they perform better in the classroom because they
have better concentration, problemsolving skills, endurance, hand-eye
coordination and increased strength
for tasks.
—Lunchtime requires some
planning and creativity to ensure
balanced meals that include more
fruit, more veggies and proteins.
Keep students actively involved in
the selection process (grocery store
visits and in the kitchen) — it is an
investment that reaps profitable
dividends while learning about wise
choices in the process.
—Re-sync sleep times a week or
two before school starts to avoid
mayhem on the first day. The
American Academy of Sleep Medicine has published the following
guidelines for recommended sleep
hours in kids: 3-5 year olds need
10-13 hours; 6-12 year olds need
9-12 hours; and teens 8-10 hours.
Once school starts, and throughout

the school year, the flurry of fun
activities — and homework — can
impinge into necessary sleep time.
As parents, we must help our kids
schedule and manage these and create healthy sleep hygiene habits that
will hopefully last them a lifetime.
Safety: At School, in
Neighborhoods and at Home
The Academy of American Pediatrics website is a good safety resource addressing each of the following in great detail for back-toschool. Here is a quick list for review while gathering more specific
information:
—Backpacks should have wide,
padded shoulder straps and a padded back. And, too, make sure to
limit its weight to no more than 10
to 20 percent of your child’s body
weight — and that it is carried with
both shoulder straps.
—Younger children should always walk to school with an adult
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— as they get older, it may be ac- meets safety standards. Research
ceptable to walk by themselves, but indicates that a helmet can reduce
a buddy system is always prefer- the risk of head injury by up to 85
able.
percent!
—Identify a safe route with in—Review understandings about
tersections that have safety guards bullying including what it is, what
even if it means a slightly longer to do (including saying stop and
walk. And, too, provide a reminder walking away) and that if it does
to never push, shove, or chase near not stop, report it to a school teacher
the street.
or administrator as well as always
—While it has been said before, share bullying incidents with mom
it bears repeating: never take rides and dad (that day).
(gifts or food) from strangers or
Whether students are starting
anyone not on the approved list that kindergarten or entering college —
has been discussed at home
communication is vital in the tran—When riding a bus, review the sition and planning. Shifting from
need to arrive early, stay out of the summer to school is a time of jitstreet, take a seat, and always stay ters with anticipation of what is
seated quietly (with arms and hands ahead. Refresh positive memories
inside the bus) until the bus comes on the way for everyone involved
to a safe stop
and take time in this transition to
—For students that ride bikes to enjoy new adventures and maintain
school, ensure they wear a helmet a healthy balance amongst all the
and other appropriate gear that activities.
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EarthTalk is written and edited by Roddy Scheer and Doug Moss
and is a registered trademark of E - The Environmental Magazine (www.emagazine.com). Send questions to:
earthtalk@emagazine.com. Subscribe: www.emagazine.com/
subscribe; Free Trial Issue: www.emagazine.com/trial.
Dear EarthTalk: What exactly
is Al Gore’s Climate Reality
Project and how does it work to
train activists? — Kelly G., Washington, DC
The Climate Reality Project
(CRP) is a non-profit launched in
2011 by Nobel laureate and former
U.S. Vice President Al Gore to address climate change following up
on the release of his influential book
and documentary film, An Inconvenient Truth. CRP serves as the nerve
center of Gore’s advocacy and education efforts to spread the word
about the need to ratchet down our
greenhouse gas emissions to stave
off the cataclysmic effects of global warming.
CRP’s primary focus right now
is in training volunteer advocates —
so-called “Climate Reality Leaders” — to go out into their communities and educate policymakers
and members of the public about the
need to take action to mitigate climate change while countering socalled “climate denial” efforts
funded by oil companies and perpetuated by right wing think tanks.
So far, some 10,000 individuals
from 135 countries have participated in CRP training events.
The primary tool these Climate
Reality Leaders use to spread the
word is a regularly updated slide
show created by Gore in 2011 that
lays out the facts behind climate
change. It details example after example of human-induced global
warming wreaking havoc by lashing low-lying areas with massive
storms, killing thousands with blistering heat waves and turning human
populations
already
marginalized by war and famine
into migratory climate refugees
searching for safer places to live.
Meanwhile, CRP’s free “Reality
Drop” news aggregator tool collects
online news stories about climate
change that activists can share on
social media channels to dispel
myths about global warming to help
set the record straight for millions
of friends, fans and followers.
Most recently, CRP has supported the creation and distribution
of the follow-up to an Inconvenient
Truth, a new documentary entitled
An Inconvenient Sequel: Truth to
Power. The film, released worldwide in July 2017, follows Gore
around the world, documenting
how global warming is already ravaging the planet. CRP is working
to get the film in front of millions
of viewers, as it did with the original film, in hopes it will inspire a
new generation of citizen activists.
And come December, CRP will

host its seventh annual “24 Hours
of Reality,” a free, live-streamed
multimedia event that showcases
what’s being done to fight climate
change in each of the world’s top
24 greenhouse gas emitting countries. It aims to show viewers what
they can do even if their country’s
leaders aren’t as invested in positive change as they could be.

Al Gore created the Climate Reality Project to be the nerve center of his advocacy
and education efforts to spread the word about the need to ratchet down our
greenhouse gas emissions to stave off the cataclysmic effects of global warming.
“When you talk, your friends download the free “I Am Still In” a letter to the editor of your local
and family listen,” reports CRP. action kit which teaches people paper or call your representative or
“That’s why it’s so important that how to build support for clean en- talk to your neighbors, you can
every climate activist use their ergy and other climate solutions at make a difference in sharing the
voice to spread the truth about the the community level.
truth and shaping public opinion
climate crisis.” Even those who
“There are many ways to use right when your planet needs you,”
haven’t attended a CRP event can your voice, and whether you write concludes CRP.

PLACES TO GO
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Stay at a Monastery Hotel for a change!
By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by Hotel Monastery
I found the Hotel Monastery
where you can stay instead of in a
“regular” hotel. This national historic monastery, built in 1142 and
transformed into a four-star hotel
boutique, has a tranquil atmosphere.
Located in the Garden of the
Strahov Monastery in the center of
the city (Prague’s Mala Strana
area). This is the perfect spot for
tourists who want to see the Icons
Gallery, Miniature Museum, and
Prague’s other famous attractions.
This is a hotel now without any
monks or nuns. Their 12 attractive
rooms and suites are a contrast to
the 17th-century building’s exterior.
You will have all the modern conveniences of flat-screen TVs with
satellite channels, minibars, highspeed internet and more.
The views are outstanding to see
ancient historical attractions Prague
Castle, the Lesser Town, the Old
Town and the Vltava River.
Complimentary hot and cold
breakfast is included.
Rooms are listed as Family room
standard; Double room standard;
Double room Deluxe.
Their rooms along with everything that is included are better than
some of our hotels in the US.
The Hotel Monastery email:
monastery@avehotels.cz.
For more information visit the
website www.monasteryhotel.com.
As a travel writer, I have visited
many unique places, one example
in Thailand, where my guide took
me to a monastery to interview a
monk with an interpreter. It was
interesting to hear his story and find
that he got up at 5 am to beg for
food. They lead a hard life. Later I
went to a dock where I entered a
boat waiting for one of the monk’s
boats to arrive and pull-up next to
mine so I could witness his bless-

ing ceremony and see him receive
food and other gifts. It is meeting
the people and learning their customs that really make a trip exceptional. Of course the tourist attractions are exciting, but going off-thebeaten-path, to really experience
the country make the difference.

*****
Award-winning syndicated columnist Sandy Zimmerman is a
Show and Dining reviewer as well
as travel, health, luxury living,
cars, spas and more. Sandy is talk
show host of Sandy Zimmerman’s
Las Vegas TV. If you wish and in-

formation, have questions about
any of Sandy’s articles, wish to recommend subjects, please call (702)731-6491 or email Sandy at
www.sandyzimm2003@yahoo.com.
SUGGESTIONS: Do you have a
fave comedian, singer, musician,
hypnotist, ventriloquist, specialty

act, production show or any other
entertainer? Las Vegas has so much
to offer, so many shows of every
type. Let Sandy know your fave,
provide the reasons why you made
your choice, your name, email and
you may win complimentary tickets to a show or other prizes
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LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE CLASSIFIEDS

To place classified ads in the
Las Vegas Tribune please call
702-426-6022 or 702-426-5902
HELP WANTED

SPECIAL OFFERS

LEGAL HELP

Busy legal office looking for a
family law attorney. Answer to:
Legal@criminaldefenseoflasvegas.com

PERSONALS

HOUSING

INTERNET/TV OFFERS

HEALTH

HEALTH

