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Clark County’s day at the polls
By Las Vegas Tribune Staff
The Las Vegas Municipal Election and surrounding cities’ polls
closed last night, and the unofficial
final results posted before press
time held some close calls or surprises.
In a fight for a seat on the Las
Vegas City Council, Michele Fiore
defeated Kelli Ross with 51 percent
of the votes; Ross got 48 percent,
which gives the people of Ward 6
the opportunity to have a new council representative. Kelli Ross, the
wife of outgoing longtime Ward 6
Councilman Steve Ross, was hoping to keep a dynasty going and repeat the family-style victories in
similar fashion as the husband-wife
team of Mayors Goodman—Oscar

My Point
of View
By Rolando Larraz

For many years I have been saying that our judicial system is all
confused and controlled by different parts of that judicial system.
I have been saying that the police control the prosecutors, and the
prosecutors tell the judges how to
rule — meaning that the fate of
those who go to prison and those
who don’t is ‘preordained’ by those
prosecutors, and hence, by the police.
Of course the main rule is that
everyone has to walk out of that
courthouse either on probation after accepting a deal where they
“plead guilty to a lesser charge” or
boarding a bus to the nearest penitentiary, handcuffed and shackled.
The late veteran defense attorney Carmine Colucci once told me
something that I will remember for
the rest of my life: “In Las Vegas,
you plead guilty and you walk; you
plead not guilty and you do twentyfive years,” and he was right. I
guess after forty years of playing
the game as defense attorney, he
pretty much learned the game.
Another attorney got $10,000
from the family of an out-of-town
client and sent a Mickey Mouse
assistant from the office to see the
client who told him that he needed
to plead guilty and get it over with;
the client refused to take the advice
of the ghost attorney and the client
is now doing fifteen to life.
How dare this innocent man
refuse the offer from the almighty
prosecutors? How dare this judge
listen to the facts and follow the law
— not the law of the land, not the
law according to the Constitution,
but the law of the Clark County
prosecutor’s office. For those such
as former Sheriff Doug Gillespie
who considered me a “conspiracy
mentality individual,” I have to call
to their attention part of the article
that appeared in this newspaper last
week: “...As one retired chief justice put it: ‘Picking fights with district attorneys might not be the best
thing for [a judge’s] career continuation.’”
Wow! Can anyone imagine that
claim coming out of the mouth of a
chief justice? Retired or not, he is
still a chief justice. Is that retired
chief justice also a “conspiracy
mentality individual” like yours
truly?
That article was written by
Megan Rose, a veteran journalist
who covers the military for
ProPublica and previously was the
national correspondent for Stars
and Stripes; she is not a staff writer
for our little weekly Las Vegas Tribune.
Those of us who follow the judicial system in this community can
understand a statement like that; for
me, I was shocked to hear that statement from a chief justice because
every time I open my mouth to say
(See My Point of View, Page 2)

MICHELE FIORE

and Carolyn, his successor.
Considered by many to be the
“People’s
Councilwoman,”
Michelle Fiore, who proved herself
during her days in the Nevada Assembly, is ready to take care of business and represent her constituents
with courage, in fulfillment of her
campaign focus.
An upset to many was the Ward
2 race where incumbent Bob Beers
faced Las Vegas transplant Steve
Seroka, a retired military officer
with a dubious reputation, who had
been backed by and, perhaps, controlled by two local figures who
seem to be looking for what is best

CARA CAMPBELL

for them and not for the community, according to reports during the
campaign and public records about
Seroka’s previous unkind, irresponsible actions. The Tribune covered
this race’s candidates and outlined
the risks to voters. If the vote count
is credible, the people of Ward 2 do
not have any idea what type of mistake they most likely have made.
Seroka is not the person who
deserves to represent the people of
Ward 2, and soon after the results
were announced, several calls came
in concerned about the sad news
and speculating about the accuracy.
(See Election, Page 7)

Trump explains amount of global temperature increase.

of irresponsibility and an affront to
our moral duty to protect our
planet.”
Rep. Dina Titus of Clark County
was equally over the top: “Any
move to abandon this agreement
will jeopardize our physical wellbeing, further undermine our standing as a world leader, and endanger
our economic vitality for years to
come.”
Freshman Congressman Ruben
Kihuen, who presents much of
Southern Nevada, chimed in by
bemoaning: “Now is not the time
for America to be stepping away
(See Paris Agreement, Page 3)

Nevada Democrats wrongly predicted
disaster over Paris Climate Accord pullout
By Thomas Mitchell
The caterwauling over President
Trump’s decision to pull out of the
Paris Climate Accord and renegotiate was quick, loud and anguished
— including from Nevada’s usual
Democratic suspects.
Freshman Nevada U.S. Sen.
Catherine Cortez Masto fired off
this prediction of doom and gloom:
“Withdrawing from the deal would
weaken efforts to combat one of
humankind’s biggest threats, not
only risking irreversible damage,
but also harming our economy.
President Trump’s decision to leave
the Paris Agreement is the height

Ted Cruz suggests U.S. military
response to the Mexican cartels
By Brandon Darby
Breitbart News
LUBBOCK, Texas — U.S.
Senator Ted Cruz suggested that the
U.S. military should be used against
Mexican transnational criminal
groups (cartels). The statements
were made during a one-on-one interview with the senator at the end
of May at the Bayer Museum of
Agriculture in Lubbock, Texas. The
senator made clear that he was not
suggesting unilateral U.S. military
action in Mexico, but rather a cooperative effort, as seen in Colombia.
The portion of the interview pertaining to Mexican cartels follows.
BRANDON DARBY: One of
the things that’s very interesting
about Texas on the border, as you
know, there’s nine sectors on the
Southwest Border, five of which are
(See Cartels, Page 5)

12 Clinton-linked Democrats
arrested in voter fraud scheme
(HORN NEWS) — A dozen
Democrats have been arrested for
a large voter fraud scheme in Indiana during the 2016 election — and
to no ones surprise, they’re linked
straight back to former President
Bill Clinton.
Twelve employees of a group
funded by Democrats to mobilize
minority voters in Indiana are accused of submitting fake or fraudulent voter registration applications
ahead of last year’s general election,
according to charging documents
filed Friday.

In other words, the arrests have
started for the people trying to rig
the election.
Prosecutors allege that 11 temporary workers employed by the Indiana Voter Registration Project
created and submitted an unknown
number of falsified applications.
According to a probable cause affidavit, a supervisor for those canvassers, Holiday Burke, was also
charged, as was the group.
Marion County Prosecutor Terry
Curry said State Police said the
(See Voter Fraud, Page 3)

FROM THE DESK OF GORDON MARTINES

The Law of the Land should not be for sale
By Gordon Martines
The very first time that my
honor, ontegrity and my sacred oath
to law enforcement was tested was
back in 1975 while working as a
police officer in the patrol division,
in Hermosa Beach, California. A

(sexually confused) 25-year-old he/
she male, was engaged in a domestic dispute with his intimate male
roommate. In those days the aggressor in those types of situations went
to jail. While en route to jail, this
suspect made just about every

imaginable bribe/offer to me including sexual favors, money, dope,
and political favors, if I would let
him/her go free. This of course
never happened and the he/she was
booked accordingly. I felt kind of
weird that someone would attempt

to bribe me and attempt to coerce
me into violating my oath and to
break the law that I swore to uphold.
Throughout the next 39 years of
faithful law enforcement service
(See From the Desk, Page 4)
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Immigration: Court says Trump can
not do what Carter and Reagan did
By Thomas Mitchell
A difference without a distinction?
The 9th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals has refused to reinstate
President Trump’s executive order
restricting immigration from six
majority Muslim nations.
“In suspending the entry of more
than 180 million nationals from six
countries, suspending the entry of
all refugees, and reducing the cap
on the admission of refugees from
110,000 to 50,000 for the 2017 fiscal year, the President did not meet
the essential precondition to exercising his delegated authority: The

Protesters opposed Trump travel ban.
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(Continued from Page 1)
something similar to such a statement I am a “conspiracy mentality
individual,” an “anti-government
type of person” also an “anti-police” and many other adjectives that
are so very far from the truth.
Another person who has belittled our newspaper, claiming that
no one reads it, is Lisa Mayo
Deriso, a political campaign consultant to Judge Kephardt, Michele
Fiore the newly elected city council member Ward 6 and reelected
Councilman Stavros Anthony.
We are living in an era in which
telling the truth is a sin and writing
the truth is anti-American; newspapers are becoming a thing of the
past due to what the mainstream
media is trying to impose on the
decent and intelligent people of this
great nation by forcing them to be-

lieve all the stupidity they write in
their rags.
Today, people believe that they
are better off reading and learning
from the social media and the
Internet thant fitting themselves all
the garbage the so called newspapers distribute nowadays.
In the meantime, I keep trying
to open people’s eyes and help them
realize that there are three sides to
every story — their side, our side,
and the truth; it is up to each one of
us to choose the right side.
I know that I am not anti-police.
In fact, I have the utmost respect
for the police officers in the field,
those who watch out for us and give
us a ticket when we break the traffic laws, arrest us when we make a
fool out of ourselves by drinking
and driving, because they may be
saving lives.

President must make a sufficient
finding that the entry of these
classes of people would be ‘detrimental to the interests of the United
States,’” the three-judge panel
wrote.
The also stated that the order
“runs afoul of other provisions of
the INA (Immigration and Naturalization Act) that prohibit nationality-based discrimination and require the President to follow a specific process when setting the annual cap on the admission of refugees.”
But about halfway through the
86-page ruling the judges seemed
to condense the nationality discrimination engaged in by Presi-

dents Carter and Reagan (cites deleted):
“In two instances, former Presidents have distinguished classes of
aliens on the basis of nationality.
But these distinctions were made
not because of a particular concern
that entry of the individuals themselves would be detrimental, but
rather, as retaliatory diplomatic
measures responsive to government
conduct directed at the United
States. For example, President
Carter’s proclamation barring the
future entry of Iranians occurred
during the exigent circumstance of
the Iranian hostage crisis. This was
one of many sanctions imposed to
(See Immigration, Page 3)

While others want to go with the
flow and criticize and attack a police officer when they are faced
with a situation they could not
avoid, we try to show our readers
the other side of the coin.
Most of the time we are supporters of the rank and file police officers that go out in the streets of our
city to protect and serve us, no matter the risk, but we do not support a
corrupted police administration; we
do not support an unbalanced judicial system or a dictatorial government that likes to inflict their weight
upon the citizens that elected them
to those positions.
We will expose those elected
officials that bend to protect citizens
that do not have a reason to be protected; we will denounce every one
of the government entities that look
the other way when someone does

something they are not supposed to
do because they do not want to be
called racist; they do not want to
appear discriminatory just because
of the nationality or race of the lawbreaker.
We are not afraid to be different; we are not concerned with what
others think of us; we are not looking for the spotlight or fame as others are, because we are the newspaper “that no one reads,” but we
are Las Vegas.
My name is Rolando Larraz, and
as always, I approved this column.
*****
Rolando Larraz is Editor in
Chief of the Las Vegas Tribune. His
column appears weekly in this
newspaper. To contact Rolando
Larraz,
email
him
at:
Rlarraz@lasvegastribune.com or
at 702-272-4634.
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Quote of the Week:

“Our flag is red, white and
blue, but our nation is a
rainbow... and we’re all
precious in God’s sight.”
—Jesse Jackson

Please Note:

Although the Las Vegas Tribune
is open to all and sundry opinions about what we publish, we
wish to inform all those who
choose to submit their opinions
in writing to refrain from threatening anyone about whom an article is written or the writer of
the article. In other words, any
opinions containing threats will
not be published. We thank you
for adhering to this policy.

MISSION
STATEMENT

We search for the truth, embrace the truth, and print the truth.
If we inadvertently print something that is not true, we will let
our readers know. We are open to
documented information to shed
light on any issue of concern to
our readers. We are of service to
our community, and it is our intention to serve our community
the best way we can.

CALL TODAY

(702) 426-6022 or (702) 426-5962
Email: Advertisement@LasVegasTribune.com

RECEIVE A FREE COPY OF THE LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE EVERY WEEK!
To receive a complimentary link to every new issue of the Las Vegas Tribune, please send
an email to circulation@lasvegastribune.com and give us the email address where you
would like your copy sent. We look forward to having you as a subscriber to our publication.

June 14-20, 2017 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / Page 3

A reminder that NFL stadium
financing is cloaked in secrecy
By Thomas Mitchell
It’s just your tax money. You don’t need
to know how it is being used.
A front page story in local, daily newspaper reminds us of just how dreadful that deal
the governor and legislators cut with the
Raiders football team to build a new stadium
in Las Vegas really is.
The piece reminds us the law creating a
stadium authority also veils just about everything in secrecy, and again relates the stadium
cost of $1.9 billion is just wild-ass guess. It
could be more. It could be less. And we might
never know which. If it comes in at the
guessed at cost, the taxpayers will be ponying up nearly 40 percent of the cost. If comes
in at the original estimate of $1 billion, the
taxpayers will pick up 75 percent of the tab,
plus the $900 million in road improvements
for a stadium site with only 15 percent of the
necessary parking spaces.
The story has Stadium Authority Board

Immigration

A hole into which money will be poured.

(Continued from Page 2)
increase political pressure on the
Iranian government to ensure the
safe return of American hostages...
President Reagan’s suspension of
entry of certain Cuban nationals as
immigrants came as a response to
the Cuban government’s own suspension of “all types of procedures
regarding the execution” of an immigration agreement between the
United States and Cuba, which had
“disrupt[ed] normal migration procedures between the two countries.”
Then in head scratching turn the
judges declared: “Indeed, the Presi-

dent recently confirmed his assessment that it is the ‘countries’ that
are inherently dangerous, rather
than the 180 million individual nationals of those countries who are
barred from entry under the
President’s ‘travel ban,’” noting a
tweet in which Trump stated:
“That’s right, we need a TRAVEL
BAN for certain DANGEROUS
countries, not some politically correct term that won’t help us protect
our people!”
In fact, the order states that
Trump’s executive order explains:
Each of these countries is a state

(Continued from Page 1)
charges against the workers arose
from “a very bad, ill-advised business practice” of setting canvassers
what appears to be a daily quota.
The Indiana Voter Registration
Project’s effort to register primarily
minority voters was overseen by
Patriot Majority USA, which has
ties to the Democratic Party, including Senate Minority Leader Harry
Reid and former President Bill
Clinton.
Patriot Majority Spokesman Bill
Buck on Friday declined to comment.
State Police began investigating
the group in August after a clerk in
Hendricks County near Indianapolis flagged about a dozen registration forms that had missing or suspicious information. That investigation expanded to 56 counties
where Patriot Majority said it had
collected about 45,000 voter registration applications before last
November’s election.
All 12 defendants face one count
each of procuring or submitting
voter registration applications
known to be false, fictitious or
fraudulent. Eleven of them face one
perjury count each, while the 12th
— their supervisor — faces one
count of counterfeiting.
If convicted on all the charges
each defendant faces up to 2 and a
half years in prison.
The Indiana Voter Registration
Project faces the same charges as
the supervisor. If convicted, the
group could face a fine of $10,000.
During the campaign, then-Republican presidential candidate

Donald Trump and his running
mate, Indiana Gov. Mike Pence,
raised the possibility of a “rigged”
election.
Since then, multiple instances of
voter fraud and electioneering have
been discovered.
The investigation found workers
had submitted bogus applications
on behalf of nonexistent residents,
submitted new applications for
people who were already registered,
and at least one application was
submitted on behalf of a minor.
A search warrant unsealed on
Nov. 14 says some workers admitted to falsifying registrations, saying they faced the possibility of losing their temporary job if they
didn’t register at least 10 new voters a day.
The probable cause affidavit
says supervisors told canvassers “to
obtain their quota by any means
necessary.” Canvassers were paid
$10 an hour and worked five-hour
shifts.
“By giving someone a financial
motive to (meet a quota) is what
caused these canvassers to cut corners and do things that not only
undermined the goal of having legitimate registered voters but led to
a situation where we allege it bled
over into criminal conduct,” Curry
said.
The search warrant indicates that
Patriot Majority submitted several
hundred voter registration applications that included false, incomplete
or fraudulent information. The
warrant’s contents allowed State
Police to raid the Indianapolis offices of Patriot Majority USA in
October.

Voter Fraud

sponsor of terrorism, has been significantly compromised by terrorist organizations, or contains active
conflict zones. Any of these circumstances diminishes the foreign
government’s willingness or ability
to share or validate important information about individuals seeking to
travel to the United States.
So, Carter and Reagan can bar

Chairman Steve Hill confirming that the public won’t get much information about the financing of the stadium at I-15 and Russell
Road of the confidentiality wording included
in the 2016 special session Senate Bill 1.
“A big part of the information that the
board will get will be confidential,” Hill
quoted as saying. “The Raiders’ financial situation is not going to be a public document,
so we’ll get a framework for that at a board
meeting and individual board members will
get a more thorough briefing outside of the
public meeting.”
The 1,000-word article tells us mostly
what we don’t know and probably never will.
The final paragraph reports that the Raiders
did not respond to email inquiries about the
project and its financing and have told its
contractors to not talk to the press.
Of course, the daily newspaper’s owner
Sheldon Adelson took his promised $650
million in stadium financing and went home.

immigration from Iran and Cuba,
based on what the government did
nor did not do, but Trump can’t do
the same with the six rouge countries identified in his order, which
explains specifically that those
countries can’t or won’t help vet
travelers?
Sounds like a distinction without a difference. In fact, Trump of-

Paris Agreement

(Continued from Page 1)
from our leadership role on the world stage, especially
when it comes to the future of the planet.”
Freshman Rep. Jacky Rosen of Clark County joined
the chorus with this statement: “This decision not only
places our country at an economic disadvantage relative to other countries in clean energy production and
innovation, but it places us in harm’s way.”
At least Republican Sen. Dean Heller was realistic,
while expressing his support for renewable energy development: “Our country will continue to move forward with the development of innovative new energy
technologies that make our state and our nation’s energy supply cleaner, more affordable, and more reliable — with or without our participation in the Paris
Agreement.”
Was anyone really listening to what Trump said?
Just what is the “irreversible damage?” What is the
jeopardy to “our physical well-being” and the “future
of the planet?” And how are we placed in “harm’s
way?”
“Even if the Paris Agreement were implemented in
full, with total compliance from all nations, it is estimated it would only produce a two-tenths of one degree — think of that; this much — Celsius reduction
in global temperature by the year 2100. Tiny, tiny
amount,” Trump said in his half-hour long Rose Garden speech this past week. “In fact, 14 days of carbon
emissions from China alone would wipe out the gains
from America — and this is an incredible statistic —
would totally wipe out the gains from America’s expected reductions in the year 2030, after we have had
to spend billions and billions of dollars, lost jobs, closed
factories, and suffered much higher energy costs for
our businesses and for our homes.”
(According to a Heritage Foundation report, if the
entire industrialized world cut carbon emissions to zero,

fered specific rationale for his actions, which amounted to “retaliatory diplomatic measures responsive to government conduct directed at the United States.”
The test of a first-rate intelligence is the ability to hold two opposed ideas in mind at the same
time and still retain the ability to
function. — F. Scott Fitzgerald

global warming would be reduced by four-tenths of a
degree Celsius by 2100.)
Just how many jobs and dollars would it take to
avert this impending climate cataclysm?
Citing an economic study, Trump stated that by 2040
the Paris Climate Accord would cost the economy $3
trillion in lost gross domestic product and 6.5 million
in industrial jobs, as well as reduce the incomes of
households by $7,000 each.
Then there is the fundamental unfairness of the deal
negotiated by the Obama administration but never ratified by the Senate.
“Not only does this deal subject our citizens to harsh
economic restrictions, it fails to live up to our environmental ideals,” Trump said. “As someone who cares
deeply about the environment, which I do, I cannot in
good conscience support a deal that punishes the United
States — which is what it does — the world’s leader
in environmental protection, while imposing no meaningful obligations on the world’s leading polluters.”
In fact, the United States over the past 14 years has
already reduced carbon emissions by 10 percent, according to data from the U.S. Department of Energy,
and that is not due to wind and solar power generation, which still accounts for only 3 percent of the
nation’s energy output. It is largely due to fracking
producing cheaper, clean-burning natural gas to replace
coal-fired generation.
But under the Paris Accord, China will be allowed
to increase its emissions for another 13 years. India’s
participation is contingent upon receiving billions in
foreign aid, largely from the United States.
“China will be allowed to build hundreds of additional coal plants,” Trump reported. “So we can’t build
the plants, but they can, according to this agreement.”
Trump noted the agreement doesn’t eliminate coal
jobs, it merely transfers them overseas.
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Sessions: Collusion suggestion
an ‘appalling and detestable lie’
By Katie Bo Williams
The Hill
Attorney General Jeff Sessions
on Tuesday afternoon emphatically
denied any knowledge of or involvement in collusion with the
Russian government to help swing
the 2016 election.
In a fiery opening statement
given to the Senate Intelligence
Committee, Sessions also denied
rumors that he had a third, previously unreported private meeting
with Russian Ambassador Sergey
Kislyak during the campaign.
Press reports had suggested that
the meeting might have occurred at
a Russia-friendly foreign policy
speech given by then-candidate
Donald Trump at the Mayflower
Hotel in Washington in 2016.
“I did not have any private meetings nor do I recall any conversations with any Russian officials at
the Mayflower Hotel,” Sessions
said.
“I do not have any recollection
of meeting or talking to the Russian ambassador or any other Russian official. If any brief interaction
occurred in passing with Russian
ambassador, I do not remember.”
His voice rising, Sessions fired
back on any suggestion that he

may have been involved in any coordination between the Kremlin
and the Trump campaign — currently the focus of the federal investigation into Russian interference in the election.
“I was your colleague in this
body for 20 years, and the suggestion that I participated in any collusion, that I was aware of any collusion with the Russian government
to hurt this country that I have

served with honor for 35 years, to
undermine the integrity of our
democratic process, is an appalling
and detestable lie.”
Later in his testimony, Sessions
said that it was “possible” the third
meeting with Kislyak occurred, arguing that he would have “gladly
reported it... if I remembered it, or
if it actually occurred.”
Fired FBI Director James
Comey thrust Sessions back into the

spotlight of the roiling Russia controversy with his incendiary appearance before the same Senate panel
last week.
Comey said federal law enforcement officials had expected Sessions to recuse himself from the
investigation into possible ties between the Trump campaign and
Russia, strongly suggesting he
knew more than has been publicly
revealed about Sessions’s contacts

with Moscow.
Sessions stepped back from the
federal probe in March — two
months before Comey’s firing —
after reports emerged that showed
he had not informed Congress of
two meetings with Kislyak.
Comey also reported that the attorney general was silent when he
“implored” him to prevent one-onone conversations with President
Trump, reporting that he told Sessions that such interactions were
“inappropriate and should never
happen.”
Sessions contradicted that account on Tuesday, echoing a previous Justice Department statement
claiming that he had responded by
saying that the FBI and Department
of Justice “needed to be careful
about following appropriate policies regarding contacts with the
White House.”
Sessions is also expected to be
pressed on his role in Comey’s dismissal, which Trump linked to the
FBI’s investigation of Russia.
In its initial explanation of
Comey’s firing, the White House
said that Trump accepted a recommendation from Sessions and
Deputy Attorney General Rod
Rosenstein.

(Continued from Page 1)
ending with the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department, in January of 2014, I was subjected to
heavier and heavier bribery offers,
coupled with threats of violence to
my person, and to my family and
friends, if I didn’t comply with the
suspect’s wishes, victim’s wishes,
witness’s wishes, deputy district
attorney’s wishes, co-worker’s
wishes, police supervisor’s wishes,
all insisting that I break the law, lie,
cover up, distort, misinform, taint
evidence, manufacture criminal
charges, perjure myself, and dishonor and disgrace my badge and
my oath of honor, which I never
did.
Needless to say this was all a
very depressing environment to
work in, especially working in the
investigative section of the
LVMPD. You really cannot appreciate the amount of corruption that
exists in the LVMPD until you are
working in the Detective Bureau
Investigative Services. My good
God! There is drug abuse, domestic violence, sexual assault, burglary, robbery, murder, battery, extortion, kidnapping, perjury, false
arrest, falsifying records, destruction of records, theft, malfeasance,
discrimination, falsifying payroll
records and overtime, workers
compensation and disability fraud,
vehicle maintenance fraud, jail

building and maintenance fraud,
crime scene evidence fraud, and
probably the most egregious criminal act so far is the beheading murder of a fully commissioned police
officer, Kevin Scott Dailey, whose
severed head was found near Lake
Mead, on the desert floor, in December of 2007. There is no media
reporting on this incident, no record
of any police investigation, and
even the medical examination of
Kevin Scott Dailey’s severed head,
by the Clark County Coroner’s Office, is missing and deleted from
their computer files six hours after
it was put in.
In comparison, a K9 police dog
killed in the line of duty received
more attention than did murdered
LVMPD Officer Kevin Scott
Dailey. As gruesome as this murder was, there is nothing that was
posted in the media except an obit
in the Review-Journal Newspaper
in December 5, 2007. My further
recent outside investigation revealed that the cause of death for
LVMPD Officer Kevin Scott Dailey
was listed as “Undetermined.”
Family members were told that the
cause of death was “Suicide.” There
is now an easy way for this homicide to surface and be examined
properly.
LVMPD Officer Kevin Scott
Dailey has a grown son, 18 or older,
who currently believes, as he was

told when he was younger, that his
father had committed suicide. Being next of kin and over 18 years of
age now allows Dailey’s son to inquire and obtain documents regarding the death of his father. This action is one way to clear up this gruesome murder and find out who is
ultimately responsible and who is
also complicit is this 2007 murder
cover-up.
Understand that I am only the
messenger in these above criminal
deeds and actions committed by the
LVMPD Administration over the
past several decades. When I became aware of some of these
wrongful acts, I tried unsuccessfully to bring these incidents to
light, internally, and then even to
the attention of the U.S. Attorney
General, Nevada Governor, Clark
County District Attorney, Nevada
Senators, Clark County Sheriff,
FBI, and Justice Department, all to
no avail. The only media outlet that
has the guts to report and publish
this information is The Las Vegas
Tribune Newspaper, Digital Radio,
i.e.: Radiotribune.com and Republic Broadcasting Network have al-

lowed transmission of this information through their organizations,
with me being the host of the radio
shows.
Sooner or later someone with
juice, who believes like I do, that
the law of the land should not be
for sale, will pick this information
up and bring it to light, so that justice will eventually be served.
Remember to Keep your Faith,
Keep your Gun, and they can Keep
their Change.
In God We Trust.
Gordon Martines is a former
LVMPD detective who has served
in many capacities over his 39-year

career in law enforcement. He was
a candidate for sheriff in 2002,
2006, 2010 and 2014, with the intention of bringing integrity and accountability back to the department,
and filed a federal lawsuit against
LVMPD in 2011. Martines has appeared on “Face The Tribune” radio show several times and is currently the host of “Open Mic” on
Tuesdays and Thursday at 11:00
a.m. He contributes his opinions
and ideas to the Las Vegas Tribune
to keep the public informed and
help improve policing in Las Vegas.
Gordon Martines can be contacted
via email at coper71@hotnail.com.

From The Desk

AJ Maimbourg/Ed Klapproth, Co-Founders
Please join us in our national wave to bring God
back into our country! Our mission is to recruit State
leaders across the country to lead in vetting every
single federal, state, county and city candidate running
for office in 2016... We will then choose the ones we
at the Christian Crusade will endorse and publicize
nationally. We have allowed God to be removed far
too long now and it is time to pick up the “banner”
and bring Him back in a concentrated effort to restore
His word and code.
Please visit our website and review all the
categories. The volunteer section will allow you to do
just that, as well as we will post the State National
Directors in that section as we recruit them. The
website still has some construction to do, but, we are
nearly there.
If you have a desire to be a Contributor of articles,
please contact me and let me know.
www.thechristiancrusade.com
Also, please join our Facebook group
if you are on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/
1634723793433487/
YOUR PRAYERS AND DONATIONS
ARE APPRECIATED!!!
CONTACT EMAIL: aj@thechristiancrusade.com

An outreach
program to help
the homeless to
help themselves.
CHAPLAINSTEVENSTJOHN.COM
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House approves VA bill, sending it to Trump
By Ellen Mitchell
The Hill
The House on Tuesday handily
passed a bill making it easier to fire
Department of Veterans Affairs employees or rescind their bonuses.
The Accountability and
Whistleblowers Protection Act,
which passed 368-55, would speed
up how quickly Veterans Affairs
Secretary David Shulkin could fire
all employees no matter how senior,
and allow the agency to rescind
bonuses if an employee is convicted
of a job-related felony.
“For far too long the failures of
bad actors have tarnished the good
name of all VA employees,” House
Veterans’ Affairs Committee Chairman Rep. Phil Roe (R-Tenn.) said
on the floor before the vote.
“Unfortunately, despite the tireless efforts of our courageous
whistleblowers, the extensive reporting on the lack of accountability by the media and the outrage of
the American public, we still see far
too many instances of VA employees not living up to the standards
America.”
The bill was already approved
by the Senate and now heads to the

Veterans Affairs Secretary David Shulkin
White House for President Trump’s firing. The timelines are shorter
signature.
than existing processes.
Fifty-four of the no votes came
It would also allow the VA to
from Democrats.
take back an employee bonus or
Under the legislation, Shulkin reduce a former employee’s penwould be able to reprimand or fire sion, a move senators argue will
senior executive employees as part help make sure the department isn’t
of a 21-day process, while rank- on the hook to continue paying conand-file employees would only victed employees.
have up to 180 days to appeal their
The VA has been criticized for

By Jordain Carney
The Hill
Senators signaled on Monday
that they were closing in on a deal
on Russia sanctions.
Lawmakers have been locked in
talks for roughy a week about adding new financial penalties on Russia, limiting President Trump’s ability to lift current sanctions or both.
The Russia measure would be
added to a separate Iran bill that is
on the Senate floor.
Sen. Ben Cardin (D-Md.) predicted that lawmakers could announce an agreement as soon as
Monday evening, though he acknowledged talks also could stretch
into Tuesday.
“We hope that by tonight we
might be able to have an agreement
on an amendment. If we don’t, we’ll
continue to work,” Cardin told reporters.
Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.)
said at a White House event that he
hopes lawmakers finalize their
agreement on Monday, according to
Bloomberg.
Senators are expected to pass the

Iran sanctions bill, including any
deal on Russia, this week. Lawmakers have been tightlipped about the
details of their negotiations, which
have sparked a frenzy of meetings
around Capitol Hill.
Negotiators are using a handful
of bills that would add new Russia
sanctions, as well as allow Congress
to block Trump from lifting current
penalties, as a framework for the
talks.
Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell (R-Ky.) gave the negotiators a shout out from the Senate
floor on Monday afternoon, saying
they are working to “craft muchneeded additional sanctions on Russia.”
Cardin said he and Sen. Bob
Corker (R-Tenn.), the chairman of
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, are “pretty close” but there
are “different views out there.”
Several lawmakers are involved
in the talks, including Cardin,
Corker, Graham, top members of
the Senate Banking Committee and
Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.).
Cardin said he wants the bill to

(Continued from Page 1)
in Texas. Part of the problem that
we have in Texas is that two of the
most brutal criminal groups south
of the border, which actually operate north of the border as well, as
you know, are Los Zetas and the
Gulf Cartel. But unlike most of the
other criminal organizations in
Mexico along our border, which
would be Sinaloa, Juarez Cartel,
Tijuana Cartel. Los Zetas and the
Gulf Cartel are extremely brutal. In
fact, the videos they release resemble ISIS videos. We try to challenge them as much as possible, but
what more could the U.S. do?
There’s talk of declaring certain factions as foreign terror organizations
so you could appropriately go after
the money and the politicians.
Again, Tamaulipas, a state below
Texas, the last two governors are fugitives from U.S. justice for being
surrogates of the Gulf Cartel. Several of the governors in Coahuila

are now in trouble because they
were Los Zetas. What more could
the U.S. do to to challenge Mexican transnational criminal groups
who operate in our country, who kill
our kids? What could we do to challenge them?
SEN. TED CRUZ: We could do
a great deal more. What has happened in the last decade with Mexican drug cartels has been nothing
short of tragic. Mexico is a great
and wonderful country. The Mexican people are wonderful people.
Growing up in Texas, we spent a
great deal of time in Mexico. Most
Texans have long and deep commitments to Mexico. Whether family
ties, or business ties, or cultural ties.
Where Texans vacation in Mexico.
Mexicans vacation in Texas.
In the past decade, we have seen
the control and reign of terror of the
cartels wreak enormous damage to
the nation of Mexico. Where ordinary citizens are terrified for their

years for failing to quickly fire
problematic employees, but lawmakers have been unable to decide
how the VA secretary can best manage and quickly remove lackluster
employees.
The department’s reputation was
also tarnished following a widereaching scandal three years ago
involving VA employees manipulating data to downplay how long
veterans were waiting for medical
appointments. Then-VA Secretary
Eric Shinseki resigned as a result.
Sen. Johnny Isakson (R-Ga.),
who oversees the Senate Veterans
Affairs Committee, applauded the
bill’s passing, and said it would “ensure that the VA is accountable to
our nation’s veterans.”
Isakson had introduced the bill
along with Sens. Marco Rubio (RFla.), and Jon Tester (D-Mont),
ranking member of the Senate VA
committee, on May 11.
Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz) —
who cosponsored the bill along with
Isakson, Tester, Rubio and 27 other
senators — also expressed his approval, calling it a step in the right
direction.
“I applaud the House of Repre-

sentatives for passing this muchneeded legislation to enhance accountability
and
protect
whistleblowers at the VA,” McCain
said in a statement.
“It is unacceptable that more
than three years after the scandal in
care in Phoenix and around the
country in which dozens of veterans died while waiting on non-existent lists, only one VA employee
has been fired. Our legislation
would correct the archaic and broken civil service system that has
prevented the VA Secretary from
removing bad actors, and
strengthen protections for
whistleblowers who are committed
to the health and wellbeing of veterans.”
The bill now heads to President
Trump’s desk where he is expected
to sign it. Trump has repeatedly
vowed on the campaign trail that he
would increase accountability at the
VA, and tweeted his support of the
bill after the Senate passed it last
week.
Following the vote, Trump
tweeted that the passage of the act
“is GREAT news for veterans! I
look forward to signing it!”

include “clear direction for the
president on sanctions” and new
tools to review and block Trump
from lifting sanctions.
Senate Minority Leader Chuck
Schumer (D-N.Y.) said Monday
that the bill “at the very least”
should give Congress the ability to
block Trump from lifting sanctions.

“Democrats feel strongly that
Russia sanctions should move
alongside Iran sanctions and we’re
prepared to do what we can to make
sure that we get a vote on a good
amendment,” he said.
A bill from Cardin and McCain
would impose financial penalties on
Russia for its meddling in the 2016

presidential election, as well as its
role in the conflicts in Ukraine and
Syria. It would also codify sanctions implemented under the
Obama administration by executive
order.
Sens. Mike Crapo (R-Idaho) and
Sherrod Brown (D-Ohio), the chairman and ranking member, respectively, of the Senate Banking Committee, outlined a Russia sanctions
deal earlier this month that would
“codify and strengthen” existing
sanctions from former President
Barack Obama’s executive orders.
Meanwhile, Graham has introduced legislation that would give
Congress the chance to block
Trump from lifting Russia sanctions
unilaterally.
The Trump administration has
sent mixed signals on Russia, and
Trump’s warmer tone toward Moscow has drawn bipartisan backlash.
Gary Cohn, director of the White
House National Economic Council,
said last month that the administration wouldn’t weaken sanctions,
adding “if anything we could probably look to get tougher.”

lives. Where crime and kidnapping
becomes almost routine and the
corruption that goes hand and hand
with billions of dollars of illegal
narcotic trafficking resources combined with vicious violent
transnational criminal cartels has
done enormous damage to Mexico
and enormous damage to America.
What can we do about it? One
of the things I think we should explore very seriously is something
along the lines of what we did in
Colombia: Plan Colombia. Where
President George W. Bush worked
with President Uribe to target the
cartels and take them out. It was
treated less as a law enforcement
matter than as a military matter.
Where our military went into Colombia and helped destroy the cartels.
It did so on the invitation of the
Colombian government. Look, we
should not engage in a military action in Mexico without the active

cooperation of the duly elected government there.
DARBY: I’m going to interrupt
you and I apologize for doing so.
How do, this is the issue with
Mexico: Mexico’s ruling political
party, the PRI, is in fact largely
funded by transnational criminal
organizations. The current Mexican
president, Peña Nieto, and I don’t
expect you to respond to it. I’m saying. He was largely put into office
by money from the Juarez Cartel.
The line between Mexican cartel
and Mexican political leader on the
highest levels is so fine, if even
maybe nonexistent. How do you do
that in a country where there’s so
much public corruption?
CRUZ: It’s an enormous challenge and rule of law in Mexico is
profoundly imperiled. Where the
justice system doesn’t operate.
Where far too many of the police
and the prosecutors and the judges
are corrupt. Where cartel enforcers,

even if they are apprehended, are
released within hours. It creates an
environment that makes it profoundly difficult for government
leaders to take on the corruption.
We need American leadership to try
to work to find Mexican government officials willing to do so and
we need to use the tools we have in
our country to secure the borders
and shut down the trafficking. Shut
down the narcotics trafficking, the
human trafficking. And do everything we can to protect the American citizenry from the enormous
damage being inflicted by the cartels.
*****
Brandon Darby is managing director and editor-in-chief of
Breitbart Texas. He co-founded the
Cartel Chronicles project with
Ildefonso Ortiz and Stephen K.
Bannon. Follow him on Twitter and
Facebook. He can be contacted at
bdarby@breitbart.com.

Senators nearing Russia sanctions deal

Cartels
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Jay Skulow: Comey committed a federal crime
By Debra Heine
PJMedia
Jay Sekulow, the chief counsel
for the American Center for Law
and Justice, said Friday that former
FBI director James Comey admitted under oath that he committed a
crime when he testified before the
Senate Thursday.a
In an op-ed at Fox News,
Sekulow called Comey the “leakerin-chief.”
Not only did Comey’s testimony
clear President Trump — admitting
under oath that the President was
not under any investigation — his
testimony unmasked Comey’s real
motivation in all of this.
It was a stunning revelation.
Comey — the nation’s top intelligence official — admitted under
oath that he leaked privileged documents to a friend to give to reporters at the New York Times. Memos
that he had written in the course of
his official government duties about
privileged conversations with the
President. The reason: Comey testified that he did so to manipulate
the situation and force the appointment of a Special Counsel. (And,
as we know — that’s ultimately
what occurred.)
That’s right — the Director of
the Federal Bureau of Investigations admits to being the leaker-inchief — taking it upon himself to
do what others are being prosecuted
for — leaking information in order
to damage the President and the
Trump Administration.
Comey’s admission that he is a
leaker also raises serious legal questions. In my view, Comey broke the
law: 18 U.S.C. § 641 provides that
it is a federal crime to, without authority, convey a record of the

United States, in this case an FBI
record he admits under oath he
leaked after being fired.
“Let’s look at what took place
here,” Sekulow told Fox host Sean
Hannity Friday evening. “The director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation has a meeting with the
president of the United States. He
takes notes from those meetings. He
does not release them to anyone
purportedly at that time. He puts
them in the drawer of his office, I
guess. He does this, by the way,
according to his testimony, in his
FBI vehicle, on an FBI computer,
and he just saves it — just puts in a
drawer — I’m gonna save it for
later. Later, [it] comes out because
he gets terminated.”
Sekulow pointed out that lots of
people were calling on the president
to fire Comey.
“Left and right were calling for
his termination,” he said. “We were
for a year — in the middle of the

Inside Tesla Motors battery factory.

Tesla coming up
short of projections

By Thomas Mitchell
How’s that Tesla Motors tax
giveaway working out?
Projections were for the battery
gigafactory near Sparks to be employing 1,700 workers by the end
of 2016, but the latest progress report shows there are only 477, even
though the state has shelled out $59
million in transferable tax credits.
As Montana Skeptic at Seeking
Alpha notes, add in the $43 million
the state paid of the land for Tesla
and that works out to $214,000 per
job.
Is there any way Tesla will employ 4,700 at the factory by the end

of this year and 6,500 by the end of
2018?
In a special session in 2014 the
Nevada Legislature handed Tesla
$1.3 billion in tax breaks and credits in return for the company promising to build a $5 billion, 10 million-square-foot battery factory. Its
capital expenditures so for amount
to $1.1 billion, well short of the projected $3 billion.
Since the company has almost
no tax liability in Nevada those tax
credits can be sold, presumably at
a discount, to companies who owe
taxes. Tesla already has sold $20
million in tax credits to MGM.

Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
At its June 7th meeting, the Judicial Council of the State of Nevada adopted revisions to the Nevada Courts Statistical Reporting
Dictionary (dictionary), which includes two performance measurements requiring courts to report the
age of pending active cases and the
time it takes to dispose cases. Both
measurements encourage judges to
review their courts’ caseloads and
business processes to improve efficiency for matters coming before
the courts.
The revisions to the dictionary
were developed by a subcommittee
of the Court Administration Committee, made up of judges, court administrators, and clerks from both
urban and rural Nevada. The subcommittee was established to incorporate CourTools Measures 3 and
4 as promulgated by the National
Center for State Courts (NCSC).
CourTools Measure 3, the time
to disposition measurement, gives
courts the ability to compare its dispositional timeliness to recommendations established by the American Bar Association, Conference of
State Court Administrators, and
NCSC. CourTools Measure 4, the
age of a pending case measurement,
prompts courts to review frequent

continuances or delays in case processing. Pending cases taking
longer than advocated timelines
may point to the need for active case
management or business process
changes.
Self-represented litigant and
court interpreter statistics were also
incorporated into the caseload measures as part of the subcommittee’s
efforts, and were previously
adopted by the Judicial Council.
The improved data collection
provides judges, court administrators, and local leaders the information they need to make informed
decisions about resource allocation
and needs. Nevada ranks in the top
six in the nation for providing
caseload statistics to the NCSC.
All Nevada courts have been
asked to provide Uniform System
for Judicial records statistics since
implementation in fiscal year 2000.

Nevada courts aim to
speed up justice by
improving performance

election — what he did was outrageous.”
Sekulow described what happened next.
“He sends the memo to a friend
of his — who by the way was a consultant to the Department of Justice
— to leak it to the New York Times.”
Sekulow noted that according to
Comey, he did it because the president had tweeted that their conversations may have been taped.
“Here’s the real issue,” he continued. “The contents of that memo,
the substance of it, anyways, was
already reported in the New York
Times the day before the president
tweeted anything. And then, Sean,
he goes under oath and says ‘I did
this to get a special counsel’ —
which, by the way, is impaneled the
next day!”
“Outrageous!” Sean cried.
“No, no. It’s more than outrageous,” Sekulow replied. “It’s a
crime.”

He said that any FBI agent who
leaked a memo like that to the media would go to jail.
Gregg Jarrett, a Fox News host
and attorney, also argued that
Comey is in legal jeopardy because
the memos were government property.
“Comey said these were his personal documents. No, they’re not!”
Jarrett exclaimed. “They’re government property. Just read the Federal
Records Act and the Record Management Act and the Privacy Act —
which is actually published on the
FBI website.”
Jarrett said Code 641 “makes it
a crime to convert government
property and convey it to somebody
else. That’s punishable by ten years
behind bars.” He added that “in addition to that, he signed a non-disclosure agreement that said, ‘I will
not disclose records or raw data.’
Well, he did precisely that.”
He added that the government

could sue Comey for money damages if he broke the contract and he
could be criminally prosecuted.
And it “doesn’t matter that he’s
been fired and is no longer the director.”
Jarrett also wrote an op-ed on the
Fox News website reacting to
Comey’s testimony. He said that
while Comey may not ever be
charged, his leak was “sleazy” and
“disgraceful.”
Under 18 USC 793 (“Leaking
Non-Classified Information”), it is
a crime punishable by up to 10
years imprisonment to “willfully
communicate or transmit national
defense information,” even though
it is not classified. While the contents of the memo do not deal directly with national defense matters,
the overall investigation does. So it
is debatable whether Comey could
be charged.
If nothing else, Comey’s leak
appears to be a rather sleazy tactic
designed to harm the president.
How can he justify publicizing his
own self-serving narrative while
admitting in his testimony that he
resisted all attempts by the president to publicize the truth that
Trump was not personally under
investigation? He cannot.
It is equally disgraceful that
Comey appears to have purposefully written his memo as an unclassified document so that he could
later use it to his advantage by leaking it to the public without committing a serious crime. Making it classified, he told the committee,
“would tangle it up.” In other
words, he manipulated the classification system to exploit the political damage his document might
cause.

Supreme Court Chief Justice
Michael A. Cherry
An indigent person is anyone
charged with a public offense unable to afford legal representation.

“Everyone in our state deserves
an attorney regardless of their ability to pay for that representation,”
Chief Justice Cherry said. “Thanks
to the Governor and the Legislature,
this Commission will create the
standards needed to create a statewide system especially in our rural
communities. It is time we did this
and I am pleased we’re moving forward.”
The Commission will look at the
caseload and workload of defense
counsel, minimum standards for
legal representation of indigent defendants, and how to fund a statewide indigent defense system.
A total of $230,000 has been
appropriated to the Supreme Court
for expenses related to the
Commission’s work.

Governor signs bill creating statewide indigent defense commission
Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
Governor Brian Sandoval has
signed SB 377 creating the Nevada
Right to Counsel Commission culminating a 10 year effort by the
Supreme Court of Nevada to improve the delivery of indigent defense services in Nevada.
Supreme Court Chief Justice
Michael A. Cherry will serve as a
nonvoting member of the 13-person Commission, which will conduct a study to determine the issues
relating to the representation of indigent persons. The Commission
will benefit from information
learned by the Supreme Court since
2007 when it created its own Indigent Defense Commission, with
Justice Cherry serving as chair of
that commission.
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House votes to bar undocumented
immigrants from healthcare tax credits
By Christina Marcos
The Hill
The House passed legislation
Tuesday to ensure that immigrants
in the country illegally can’t access
tax credits for health insurance premiums.
Rep. Lou Barletta’s (R-Pa.) bill,
approved in a largely party-line vote
of 238-184, would require the Treasury Department to confirm that
people applying for the tax credits
are verified as U.S. citizens or legal residents by the Commissioner
of Social Security or the Secretary
of Homeland Security.
A primary way to confirm an
applicant’s legal status would be
through Social Security numbers.
Federal law already requires an
individual to be a citizen or legal
resident in order to enroll in a health
plan through an exchange and receive premium assistance credits,

Rep. Lou Barletta’s (R-Pa.) bill
which must be verified by the De- verified, they can receive temporary
partment of Health and Human Ser- coverage while providing evidence
vices.
to document their eligibility. But
If individuals’ citizenship or le- they must be removed from covergal status cannot be immediately age if they cannot ultimately prove

their documentation.
Barletta argued that his measure
would help strengthen the current
system to ensure no one gets the tax
credits without the government first
ensuring they are being truthful
about their legal status.
“This is about the federal government being good stewards of the
money our constituents send to
Washington. Every federal dollar
that goes to someone committing
fraud is a dollar that is not going to
a person who truly needs and deserves assistance,” Barletta said
during House floor debate.
Democrats said the legislation
unfairly targeted undocumented immigrants and would ultimately delay coverage for people who might
encounter difficulty verifying their
information for other reasons.
“This bill seeks to address a
problem that does not exist. Instead,

it would harm people by denying
or delaying health insurance subsidies to people who need them,” said
Rep. Judy Chu (D-Calif.).
Barletta secured a pledge from
Speaker Paul Ryan (R-Wis.) in
March that the House would vote
on the bill in exchange for his support for the GOP’s legislation to
partially repeal and replace the
healthcare law.
It’s one of four bills the House
is considering this week as part of
the GOP’s “third phase” on
healthcare reform to issue policy
changes outside of the main package that passed the House last
month.
Other measures on tap in the
House in the coming days would
clarify rules for healthcare tax credits used by veterans and COBRA
continuation coverage users, as well
as establish limits on medical malpractice lawsuits.

fire Mueller, who is probing the
Russian government’s meddling in
the 2016 election, including possible collusion involving the Trump
campaign.
Ryan replied that Trump should
allow the Mueller probe to move

forward.
“All I’ve heard so far are rumors.
The best case for the president is to
be vindicated by allowing this investigation to go on thoroughly and
independently,” Ryan said. “So I
think the best advice would be to
let Robert Mueller do his job.”
“Do you continue to stand by
this president” and his actions? Fox
News’s Chad Pergram followed up.
Ryan repeated his talking points:
“I think the best thing to do is to let
Robert Mueller do his job. I think
the best vindication for the president is to let this investigation go
on independent and thoroughly.
That to me is the smartest thing to
do, the best thing to do, hopefully
it will happen.”
Asked if he has complete confidence in Mueller and his team,
Ryan replied: “Yeah, I don’t know
his team. I know Bob Mueller and
I have confidence in Bob Mueller.”

House GOP leaders blame media for Mueller storm
By Scott Wong
The Hill
Speaker Paul Ryan (R-Wis.) and
House Majority Leader Kevin
McCarthy (R-Calif.) expressed
frustration at the media on Tuesday
after reporters asked four questions
about the possibility President
Trump may fire Robert Mueller, the
special counsel leading the FBI’s
Russia investigation.
At their leadership news conference, the two top House GOP leaders dismissed chatter of Mueller’s
potential termination as “rumors”
generated by the media.
As the Speaker fielded his third
question on the Russia-Mueller
matter — reporter Lisa Mascaro
had asked if Ryan personally had
advised Trump not to ax Mueller —
Ryan and McCarthy decided they
had had enough.
“There’s no debate that’s going
on here,” Ryan said.
“You’re creating a debate that’s
not happening,” McCarthy interjected off microphone from the
sidelines of the news conference.
“I heard this is like a rumor that
we heard last night, not some big
debate that is occurring,” Ryan
added.
Mascaro, who writes for the
L.A. Times and Chicago Tribune,
asked if Congress will be overhauling the law that allows for the appointment of special counsels or
prosecutors.

“You’re creating, Kevin just said
it, you’re creating a debate that is
not occurring here,” Ryan replied.
“This is something that I think was
a rumor that came out last night.”
Then, McCarthy again jumped
in: “We’re focusing on [Veterans
Affairs reform] and healthcare, and
you’re creating a rumor.”
Tuesday’s show of frustration
was the latest example of the Russia saga stepping on GOP
leadership’s legislative agenda. In
addition to chatter of Mueller’s possible ouster, Attorney General Jeff
Sessions and his deputy, Rod
Rosenstein, were testifying about
the Russia probe, creating another
media circus on Capitol Hill.
Rosenstein told the Senate Intel-

ligence Committee that he’s seen no
reason why Mueller should be fired.
But two Republicans who recently spoke with Trump have discussed Mueller’s possible termination. Christopher Ruddy, a Trump
confidant who runs the conservative site NewsMax, said Tuesday on
CNN that Trump is mulling over his
options “because Mueller is illegitimate as special counsel.”
And former Speaker Newt
Gingrich (R-Ga.) this week questioned Mueller’s fairness and independence and said it’s “time to rethink” his role.
Earlier in the news conference,
a reporter from The Hill asked Ryan
if it was wise for Republicans like
Gingrich to be debating whether to

Comey took notes of every Trump meeting but
did not record Hillary’s three-hour interrogation
By Jim Hoft
Gateway Pundit
Comey took notes on every meeting with President
Trump before and after his inauguration.
But Comey only spoke with Obama twice?!
Even after the DNC computers were “hacked” he
never spoke with the Democrat president about the
criminal attack on his party’s computers?!
Comey skipped the meeting.
The FBI did not swear in Hillary Clinton during
her testimony.
The Hill reported:
Hillary Clinton did not swear an oath to tell the
truth before meeting with the FBI for three and a half
hours last weekend, and the interview was not re-

corded, FBI Director James Comey told House lawmakers on Thursday.
The lack of a sworn oath does not remove the possibility of criminal penalties against Clinton if she lied
to the FBI, though he said he had “no basis to conclude” that she was untruthful.
“Still a crime to lie to us,” Comey told the House
Oversight Committee.
FBI policy is not to record interviews as part of its
investigations.
Yet the revelations will nonetheless raise questions
among Republicans, who have been skeptical of the
FBI’s investigation and have demanded to see the transcript of the former secretary of state’s interview in
downtown Washington on Saturday.

A million here, a million there, pretty soon it adds up
By Thomas Mitchell
On Friday, Gov. Brian Sandoval
signed a bill that increases the pay
raises of state workers from the 2
percent a year he had proposed to 3
percent.
Previous stories indicated the 2
percent raises would cost $100 million over the next two years, so the
increase should add more than $50
million to the budget when compounding is included.
Now, how much the governor
seek for those education savings
accounts before throwing in the

towel? Oh yes, $60 million, half of
what was really needed to fund

those who had already signed up.
Couldn’t find the scratch for that.

Election

(Continued from Page 1)
One said, “Knowing the other two
characters [supporting Seroka],
maybe Bob [Beers, the incumbent]
needs to ask for a recount.” Efforts
to reach Bob Beers the night of the
election were unsuccessful. Voters
have given Seroka a chance now to
prove this newspaper and his opposition wrong.
In Las Vegas Municipal Court
race for Department 3, the Las Vegas Tribune endorsed Cara
Campbell, who won with about 10
percent of the votes or 1,500 over
Judge Heidi Almase. A part of the
victory is probably due to the arrogant behavior of the incumbent.
Almase has the reputation for being rude to attorneys who practiced
before her and treating defendants
with disrespect. Almase took the
bench in Department 3 after she
defeated a controversial Judge
George Assad, but at the end, she
was acting as negatively as her predecessor. Adding to the cloud over
her campaign was a relationship
with the marijuana distribution
dealer who was managing her campaign. She had bad taste in campaign managers, as the second one
she hired, after David Thomas had
dropped her, did her more harm
than good.
Judge-elect Cara Campbell has
spent nearly 20 years with the Clark
County District Attorney’s office
and had never considered running

for elected position until several coworkers and members of the community, disappointed with the performance of the incumbent, asked
her to enter the race. Campbell, a
Las Vegas native and a Clark High
School graduate, is known as a
hard-worker who, with the help of
dedicated Campaign Manager Tom
Letizia, put her message across ethically and showed respect for everyone by staying away from a mudslinging campaign. Letizia has the
distinction of running the successful campaigns of both Mayors
Goodman and this election cycle
delivered the top prize for all his
other clients: Las Vegas Municipal
Court Chief Judge Cedrick Kern;
North Las Vegas City Council Ward
3, Scott Black, who unseated incumbent Anita Wood Tuesday; and
the North Las Vegas Mayor John
Lee who won his race in the primaries.
In Henderson’s only race not
decided during the primary and
with 13,790 votes cast, John Marz
won 51 percent to retain his Ward
III seat on the city council, defeating Carrie Cox. Boulder City had
two Ballot questions and four candidates vying for city council. Warren C. Harhay, winner, and Kiernan
McManus were separated by only
125 votes of the 8,251 they shared
amongst John Milburn and Cam
Walker.

DO YOU NEED AN EDITOR?

Have you been embarrassed lately when someone pointed
out to you that you misspelled a word in your report or maybe
had a whole sentence all messed up? Have you personally
felt that you could’ve done a much better job on that manuscript
but just didn’t have the time?
Why put off doing what you know you should have done before:
call in an editor! As a word-, sentence-, and document-doctor,
she will fix what needs fixing by adding a little of this or that,
and taking out what shouldn’t have been there in the first place.
Give yourself the luxury of looking your best in print!
Editor-at-your-service@gmail.com. 702-706-6875.
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Here are the 66 programs eliminated in Trump’s budget
By Niv Elis
The Hill
President Trump’s fiscal 2018 budget proposal would completely eliminate 66 federal
programs, for a savings of $26.7 billion.
Some of the programs would receive funding for 2018 as part of a phasing-out plan.
Here are the programs the administration
wants on the chopping block.
Agriculture Department — $855 million
—McGovern-Dole International Food for
Education
—Rural Business-Cooperative Service
—Rural Water and Waste Disposal Program Account
—Single Family Housing Direct Loans
Commerce Department — $633 million
—Economic Development Administration
—Manufacturing Extension Partnership
—Minority Business Development
Agency
—National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration Grants and Education
Education Department — $4.976 billion
—21st Century Community Learning
Centers
—Comprehensive Literacy Development
Grants
—Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grants
—Impact Aid Payments for Federal Property
—International Education
—Strengthening Institutions
—Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants
—Supporting Effective Instruction State
Grants
—Teacher Quality Partnership
Energy Department — $398 million
—Advanced Research Projects Agency—

Energy
—Advanced Technology Vehicle Manufacturing Loan Program and Title 17 Innovative Technology Loan Guarantee Program
—Mixed Oxide Fuel Fabrication Facility
Environmental Protection Agency —
$493 million
—Energy Star and Voluntary Climate Programs
—Geographic Programs
Health and Human Services — $4.834
billion
—Agency for Healthcare Research and
Quality
—Community Services Block Grant
—Health Professions and Nursing Training Programs
—Low Income Home Energy Assistance
Program
Homeland Security — $235 million
—Flood Hazard Mapping and Risk Analysis Program
—Transportation Security Administration
Law Enforcement Grants
Housing and Urban Development —
$4.123 billion
—Choice Neighborhoods

—Community Development Block
—HOME Investment Partnerships Program
—Self-Help
and
Assisted
Homeownership Opportunity Program Account
Interior Department — $122 million
—Abandoned Mine Land Grants
—Heritage Partnership Program
—National Wildlife Refuge Fund
Justice Department — $210 million
—State Criminal Alien Assistance Program
Labor Department — $527 million
—Migrant and Seasonal Farmworker
Training
—OSHA Training Grants
—Senior Community Service Employment Program
National Aeronautics and Space Administration — $269 million
—Five Earth Science Missions
—Office of Education
State Department and USAID — $4.256
billion
—Development Assistance
Earmarked Appropriations for Non-Profit

Organizations
—The Asia Foundation
—East-West Center
—P.L. 480 Title II Food Aid
State Department, USAID, and Treasury Department — $1.59 billion
—Green Climate Fund and Global Climate Change Initiative
Transportation Department — $499
million
—National Infrastructure Investments
(TIGER)
Treasury Department — $43 million
—Global Agriculture and Food Security
Program
Other Independent Agencies — $2.683
billion
—Chemical Safety Board
—Corporation for National and Community Service
—Corporation for Public Broadcasting
—Institute of Museum and Library Services
International Development Foundations
—African Development Foundation
—Inter-American Foundation
—Legal Services Corporation
—National Endowment for the Arts
—National Endowment for the Humanities
—Neighborhood Reinvestment Corporation
—Overseas Private Investment Corporation
Regional Commissions
—Appalachian Regional Commission
—Delta Regional Authority
—Denali Commission
—Northern Border Regional Commission
—U.S. Institute of Peace
—U.S. Trade and Development Agency
—Woodrow Wilson International Center
for Scholars

The governed can’t knowingly consent
when deceived by their government

By Thomas Mitchell
We hold these truths to be selfevident, that all men are created
equal, that they are endowed by
their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. — That to secure these
rights, Governments are instituted
among Men, deriving their just
powers from the consent of the governed... — Declaration of Independence
Judge Andrew Napolitano, a
notoriously law-and-order proponent, has a point.
Is 25-year-old Reality Leigh
Winner, arrested this past weekend
and charged with espionage, a traitor or a patriot?
Columnist and Fox News commentator Napolitano notes that

Reality Leigh Winner

what Winner revealed is that Russian hackers in 2016 planted cookies on the websites of 122 Ameri-

Add gasoline prices to the things
to which Nevada ‘excells’

By Thomas Mitchell
When it comes to superlatives
Nevada can add another of the
negative variety. The state has the
second highest gasoline prices in
the nation, topped only by California, of course, according to a
website called GasBuddy. Nevada
is averaging $2.877 a gallon, while

California weighs in at $3.149, even
though their state and local gasoline tax is less than a nickel higher.
Meanwhile, South Carolinians are
paying only $2.047, the lowest in
the nation. Fortunately Clark
County is averaging $2.666, while
Washoe is pushing up the average
with prices reaching $3.087.

can local government clerks responsible for counting ballots in the
presidential election.
“This means that if any employee of those clerks’ offices
clicked onto any cookie, the hackers had access to — and thus the
ability to interfere with — the tabulation of votes,” Napolitano writes.
But this information was classified top secret. Who was being protected by this classification? The
Russians? The sources are undoubtedly computer geeks and not spies
in any danger of being exposed. No,
the only people being kept in the
dark are the American voters who
must judge whether their govern-

ment is competent enough to ensure
election integrity.
“Doesn’t the American public
have the right to know what the
Russians did in the election?”
Napolitano asks. “Is it necessarily
criminal to make such things public? Isn’t the NSA supposed to protect us from foreign hackers who
are attempting to interfere with the
core American electoral process —
the election of the president — and
not keep us in the dark if it fails to
do so?”
As with the Pentagon Papers, the
question is: Who is being kept in
the dark and why?
The Pentagon Papers were as-

sembled at the request of Secretary
Robert Strange McNamara in 1967
and was basically a history of the
Vietnam War. Daniel Ellsberg copied the report and turned it over to
The New York Times, which published excerpts.
The Supreme Court ruled the
paper was within its rights to do so
even though some material was
classified.
The Pentagon Papers revealed
that successive presidential administrations had misled the public
about the war.
It is difficult for the governed to
knowledgeably consent when the
government is deceiving them.
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POLITICAL ANALYSIS

Prioritizing corrections reform
will keep offenders on right track
By John Wetzel and Heidi
Washington
The Hill Opinion Contributors
One of the most significant developments in criminal justice
policy over the past 15 years has
been the fundamental shift in thinking about the primary purpose of
prisons and jails.
Not long ago, corrections administrators saw their main responsibility as essentially ensuring the
people they supervise didn’t jump
the wall.
Our focus was the care, custody
and control of the people inside our
facilities. What happened upon
their release was out of our hands.
We define success much differently today: Reducing the likelihood of someone reoffending once
they’re released is a core objective
of corrections administrators across
the country. We now recognize that
pursuing anything short of this objective compromises public safety
and wastes taxpayer dollars.
This shift began taking root on
a national level in 2004, when President George W. Bush declared
America “the land of second
chances” during his State of the
Union address, insisting that “when
the gates of the prison open, the
path ahead should lead to a better
life.”
Congress then set to work on the
Second Chance Act, which the
House and Senate passed in 2008
with overwhelming bipartisan support. With that legislation, elected
officials made clear that ensuring
the safe and successful transition
from prison and jail to the community wasn’t a partisan issue, but simply good, smart policy.
Thirteen years since Bush’s
clarion call, and nearly a decade
since the enactment of the Second
Chance Act, it is time for a critical

question: How has the field of corrections changed, and what difference has that made?
Some states can point to data
showing clear reductions in measures of recidivism — the likelihood of offenders to commit another crime after their release — to
try to illustrate an impact. A new
report from The Council of State
Governments Justice Center and the
National Reentry Resource Center
highlighted examples of seven
states that have significant reductions in recidivism, including
Michigan, Georgia, Texas, North
Carolina, South Carolina, Colorado
and Arizona.
But states are very different, and
one of the many differences is the
way in which they measure and
define that progress. The same is
true for jurisdictions across the
country. Because of this, it is difficult to compare trends from one
jurisdiction to the next, or establish
a reliable national examination of
recidivism trends.
But another new report released

last week highlights key ways in
which state and local governments’
approach to reentry and recidivism
reduction is fundamentally different today than it was 15 years ago.
They include:
—Making recidivism reduction
a core part of corrections administrators’ missions;
—Enlisting a remarkably diverse set of constituencies in making a person’s transition from prison
to the community safe and successful; and
—Dramatically improving and
applying the science of what works
to reduce recidivism.
Much more needs to be done to
realize the vision of ensuring a suc-

cessful transition from prison. Just
like other ambitious goals that local, state and federal leaders embraced long before setting their
sights on reducing recidivism —
such as reducing teenage pregnancy
or improving high school graduation rates — full success will require decades of work.
The improvements we’re seeing
in states have been aided by Second Chance Act grants. Those
grants have helped us implement
practices in our local agencies and
courts that improve outcomes for
people under community supervision, establish employment training
programs in our prisons to prepare
people for technology-based jobs

upon release, improve pre- and
post-release care for people with
mental illnesses and co-occurring
substance use disorders and provide
people with pre- and post-release
mentoring and transition services,
among other things.
Overall, Second Chance Act
grants have been awarded to agencies and organizations in 49 states
and the District of Columbia, ultimately serving more than 137,000
people. Having Congress reauthorize this legislation is crucial to
helping states continue on the productive path they are on.
As we look forward to the next
phase of this work and continuing
to reduce recidivism rates, we must
maintain the critical support for
these reentry programs. We’ve
made remarkable strides nationally
in our collective effort to ensure that
when a person leaves prison or jail
they don’t return.
We can’t turn back now.
*****
John Wetzel (@johnewetzel) is
the chair of The Council of State
Governments Justice Center, vicechair of the Association of State
Correctional Administrators and
director of Pennsylvania’s Department of Corrections. Heidi Washington (@HeidiWashington) is the
director of Michigan’s Department
of Corrections and an executive
committee member of the Association of State Correctional Administrators.

Guantánamo Bay considers
offering sex changes to
transgender prisoners

By Jillian Kay Melchior
Heat Street
Guantánamo Bay’s top medical
officer told the Miami Herald he’d
consider providing gender-transition therapy to detainees who want
it.
To be clear, no detainee has publicly identified as transgender, so
the question was purely hypothetical. Even so, Guantánamo Bay’s
senior medical officer said he’d be
open to offering such treatment if
the situation did arise.
“Anything that a detainee requests from a medical standpoint,
we will consider,” said the senior
medical officer, identified in the
article only as Cmdr. SMO 2. “You
know, we haven’t gotten there. But
it is 2017... That’s something I
would have to address with the patient individually, figure out what
needs we would have to do to meet
that... but we’re not there yet.”
Detainees held in Guantánamo
Bay are legally forbidden from
leaving for any reason, including
medical treatment, the Miami Herald noted. So if gender-transition
therapy were to occur, it would have
to happen on spot.
Detention Center commander
Rear Adm. Edward Cashman said
that Washington would ultimately
make the decision about the treat-

Be heard anywhere
in the world
JILLIAN MELCHIOR
ment for any transgender patient.
But Guantánamo Bay is wellequipped to do “just about anything” medically, he said.
*****
Jillian Melchior is political editor at Heat Street, where she covers politics, higher education, free
speech, feminism and activism. She
also does investigative reporting. In
addition to working at Heat Street,
she is a fellow at the Independent
Women’s Forum and the Steamboat
Institute. She has previously worked
at National Review, The Daily, and
The Wall Street Journal Asia, and
she has reported from China, Iraq,
Ukraine, the Balkans and elsewhere.
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Tune in and listen to those who will
tell you the truth, and nothing but the
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RadioTribune Lineup
“Open Mic”

Every Tuesday and Thursday at 11:00 a.m., Gordon Martines
hosts “Open Mic,” a popular RadioTribune.com show. The AntiCorruption Coalition of Nevada is the basis for and theme of “Open
Mic.”
Gordon Martines was a career police officer with 39 years of
on-the-job Law Enforcement experience. Past cases involving
Kevin Daley, Trayvon Cole and a variety of other covered-up criminal cases, and a billion dollars worth of missing taxpayer money,
are discussed in depth and at length on the show.
Martines spent four years as police officer with the Hermosa
Beach Police Department before moving here and resuming his
police career in Las Vegas as a Detective in the Robbery/Homicide
Bureau, retiring from the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department after 36 years of police service.
The amount of corruption and cover-ups by executive Police
Administrative officers witnessed by Martines inside the department led to his decision to contest the good ol’ boy’s club and run
for Clark County Sheriff three times against what he knew were
almost insurmountable odds.
“Open Mic” carries the voice the LVMPD does not want you to
hear, yet it is always there, every Tuesday and Thursday at 11:00
a.m. on www.radiotribune.com. Tune in!
*****

“Face The Tribune”

Face the Tribune is heard every Monday through Friday at 12
noon, hosted by Rolando Larraz.
For the last five years “Face The Tribune” has been the premier
show for interviews with politicians, civil service workers, government officials and activists, and a voice for those everyday citizens who needed to air their legal grievances. The Las Vegas Tribune newspaper has been a part of the Las Vegas community for
over 18 years and is the only independent newspaper in Clark
County.
“Face The Tribune” was established as a voice for the people of
Las Vegas and is the only news platform where judges, city councilmen, local businessmen and women, as well as Mr. or Ms. Local
Citizen, can voice their opinions and share the issues that pertain
to Las Vegas.
The show’s host, Rolando Larraz, has been a journalist in Clark
County for over 50 years. He has been a fixture in the community
and a highly respected publisher who has covered local news and
events in Las Vegas since the mid-’60s. For stories and information not available anywhere else in Las Vegas, tune into “Face The
Tribune” Monday through Friday at 12:00 noon.
*****

Chris Garcia,
The Conservative American

“Chris Garcia, The Conservative American,” is a daily radio show
streamed on RadioTribune.com Monday through Friday 1:00 p.m.
to 1:30 p.m. You can also Google the show and watch on YouTube.
The show is hosted by Chris Garcia and has daily guests on the
show touching on a variety of topics. Those topics include politics,
religion, veterans’ affairs, and many other social issues of the day.
The show welcomes people of all different backgrounds and encourages vigorous debate.
We have an open microphone policy that encourages people to
call into the show live 702-983-0711 from 1:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.
PST and join the live debate. You can also call 702-751-9955 and
talk to Chris or one of our producers and tell us what you think of
the show or set up a date to be live in studio or call in to do the
show.
We welcome businesses of Las Vegas and all over Nevada to
advertise on our show. We have the most competitive rates of any

KIOF-LP
97.9
FM
“The People’s Voice
of Las Vegas”

KIOF-LP 97.9 FM is an
official radio station for
emergency information in
Las Vegas. During an actual
emergency, tune your radio
to KIOF 97.9 FM for official,
up-to-the-minute
information from the
City of Las Vegas

400 S. 4th St., Suite 500
Las Vegas, NV 89101
(702) 425-4088

radio station.
If you want to hear a non-politically correct show, “Chris
Garcia, The Conservative
American” is the show for you.
We look forward to you watching and listening to the show and
will appreciate all feedback.
*****

COBRA USA
with Blu Laker

A daily Radio show Monday
through Friday 2:00 p.m. with
live guests on a variety of subjects.
Due to the importance of
health care, its out-of-control
costs with no restraints, millions
of Americans are unable to obtain it. Why? Our elected offi-

cials have it, they don’t need to
worry. But what about the
people they represent? Find out
why on Cobra USA.
C.O.B.R.A. by the way is the
1985 Insurance Law created by
Ronald Reagan in 1985 for continuing health care coverage of
health insurance. We talk about
insurance, savings and options
available through King Cobra,
the intended amended version of
the original Cobra program. We
invite you to press Congress for
parity in health care live here at
Radio Tribune. Call or email us
at Cobra.blulaker@gmail.com
or call (949) 467- 0613.
Cobra USA is hosted by Blu
Laker, an investigative reporter
who has seen medical programs

that work around the world, with
a cure to the healthcare problem
here. Join him in these discussions to clear the air so vital to
survival itself and what you can
do to help. The world has become so large, it’s getting claustrophobic with traffic, travel,
taxes, soaring costs for food,
water, clothing and shelter, and
what are we to do? Join us with
your wisdom and knowledge to
make America great again; together we can make a difference.
Let me pick your brain for the
advancement of humanity. We
are controversial, conservative
and considerate of other people,
even when they may have different opinions.
*****

Open Mic
with Gordon Martines

11:00 a.m.
Tuesday and
Thursdays
on
RadioTribune.com

Face the
TRIBUNE

‘Face the Tribune’ is hosted
by Rolando Larraz
Monday thru Friday
at 12 noon
on www.RadioTribune.com

Monday thru Friday at 1:00 p.m.
on www.RadioTribune.com

COBRA USA
with Blu Laker

Monday thru Friday at 2:00 p.m.
on www.RadioTribune.com
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A government big enough to give you everything you want, is strong enough to take everything you have. — Thomas Jefferson

Our Point of View

After you elect them,
are they on your side?
Why is it that the people who are elected to represent the
citizens of this nation at all levels of government, with very
few exceptions, end up ignoring — and in many cases, insulting — the intelligences of the same people that voted
them into office?
It is a very simple question that often is ignored by the
very officials that have begged for their trust and, of course,
their vote of the sometimes not-too-intelligent voting community.
A great number of elected officials at all levels of government take for granted the vote of confidence granted to them
by citizens who were naïve enough to listen but did not have
the fact-checking ability of an Internet website.
We are in Nevada; Las Vegas is part of Nevada, so let’s
use Las Vegas history to prove our point. We will try to prove
our point — that of elected officials taking advantage of the
citizens’ naivete — by using the memory of those who have
to deal with the everyday issues of our fantastic community;
we want to try to prove that point and not give an inch of
opportunity to the elected officials to wiggle out of their mistakes or accuse us of being anti-government for speaking up
and out loud and trying to open the eyes of those who elected
them into office.
We went to Google and asked a simple question: What
year was the Regional Justice Center built? Assuming that
such a simple question will bring us to how long it took the
contracting friend of someone to build the RJC, how long
behind schedule the job was when finally finished and open,
how much more taxpayers money it took to finish the job
and how many flaws were detected after the great fanfare
opening.
As cynical as we are, we were not surprised to find an
apologetic note that read “This Page Could Not Be Found!”
and down below, another note trying to give some hope:
“Couldn’t find what you’re looking for? Oops! Try again.”
Could it be that one of the biggest embarrassments for our
illustrious public and elected officials has been taking that
information out so people will not laugh at them for being
lax with the taxpayers’ money for the sole purpose of helping a friend or a campaign donor? If it is the “helping a friend”
excuse, that would not be much of a friend; and if the excuse
is “helping a campaign donor,” that is an inexcusable and
despicable use of taxpayers’ money.
What about the now infamous monorail that was going to
“cost the taxpayers no money at all?” The Las Vegas Monorail Web Page is confusing to say the least, and we are wondering if the golden boy of the modern public and elected
officials, Jeremy Aguero, has any involvement in the Las
Vegas Monorail structure.
“The Las Vegas Monorail Company runs the only privately
owned public transportation system in the United States. The
Monorail utilizes no public funds to operate the system,” and
we ask, how do we know that to be true?
In another well-manicured statement, we read a different
input. “In 2000, the nonprofit Las Vegas Monorail Company
(LVMC) was formed and it acquired the original Monorail
system. It is governed by its board of directors, appointed by
the governor of Nevada.”
Well, we may be behind in our knowledge of business
structure, regardless of over a century of experience among
us at the newspaper, but we never heard of a private organization with private money where the board of directors and
the executive staff is appointed by the governor of any state,
and we wonder which one it is, but unfortunately no one has
been able to give a reasonable answer to our inquiring minds.
And now comes the flamboyant Las Vegas Stadium —
that at one time was planned as the Raiders Stadium under
the Raiders’ team owners — is supposed to be in partnership
with one of the many corporate systems, under the watchful
eyes of the governor of Nevada.
It is our understanding that the site chosen for the stadium
may change or has already changed; no plans or renderings
have been shown of the supposedly private stadium that the
taxpayers have been forced into being a part of by the intelligent but cynical members of our elected board of commissioners.
Another government entity has been created, existing under the name Las Vegas Stadium Authority; if that name
sounds familiar it’s because we, as informed by our elected
representatives, already have created the Las Vegas Valley
Water Authority filled by all the elected officials of a few
neighboring cities and no one from the taxpayers community, perhaps because the taxpayers are ‘too stupid’ and know
nothing about anything and might disrupt the “good” format.
And let’s not forget the almighty Las Vegas Convention
and Visitors Authority with members of the Clark County
and the City of Las Vegas taking priority seats on the board
to “help the casino executives manage and bring ideas to their
properties” because...what do they know about business?
They only put their money where the government tells them
to, just as it tells them how to use their investments.
We may have seen that type of business structure before
— in Venezuela, Cuba or even in Russia!

Is Faraday Future history?

By Thomas Mitchell
is reportedly experiencing a cash
Gullible Nevada lawmakers in a
crunch and, after investing more than
special session in 2015 on blind faith
$300 million of his own money in
alone agreed to dole out $215 milFaraday, will not be putting up any
lion in tax abatements and credits to
more capital, according to a news
entice Faraday Future to build an
report from Bloomberg Technology.
electric car factory at the Apex inJia wrote in a memo obtained by
dustrial complex in North Las Vegas,
Bloomberg News late this past year,
though at the time it did not even
“No company has had such an expehave a prototype vehicle.
rience, a simultaneous time in ice and
The deal, struck by the
fire. We blindly sped ahead, and our
Governor’s Office of Economic Decash demand ballooned. We got overvelopment, also promised to spend
extended in our global strategy. At
$120 million on infrastructure imthe same time, our capital and reTHOMAS MITCHELL
provements at the site — water, rail
sources were in fact limited.”
and widening of Interstate 15.
After visiting China in 2016 state Treasurer Dan
Faraday officials claimed they would build a $1 Schwartz, long a critic of the Faraday largesse by the
billion manufacturing facility, create 4,500 jobs and state, told the press, “We’re increasingly more constart producing cars as early as 2016.
cerned than we were before that this is just a big Ponzi
Now the company is seeking $1 billion in outside scheme.”
investments, while cutting more than 300 jobs in the
When word of Faraday’s fading fortunes surfaced,
U.S. and closing its San Diego operations. Work on the head of the GOED, Steve Hill, was quoted as saythe Apex site also has stopped and there have been ing, “Trying to predict whether a company is going to
reports the would-be electric car manufacturer is succeed or flourish, or even say what they’re going to
stiffing some of its contractors.
do is... you’re going to be wrong at times, maybe as
The Chinese head of Faraday Future, Jia Yueting,
(See Mitchell, Page 13)

“Being president ain’t easy...”
By Perly Viasmensky
Former Mexican President Vicente Fox doesn’t
miss an opportunity to mock President Donald Trump
for admitting that being president is more difficult
than he expected.
“Being president ain’t easy, you know?” Fox
tweeted at Trump, suggesting he “just leave.”
Vicente Fox with the Partido Accion Nacional PAN
(National Action Party) should remember that he was
not a particularly effective president and that he has
been excluded from National Action Party activities
since 2013 for alleged increase in his patrimony, which
raised suspicions of illegal enrichment.
Recently in his television commentary, he had the
audacity to criticize President Trump as a man who
doesn’t sleep with his wife. What does he know and
what proof has the rest of the world that Mr. Fox sleeps
with his own wife? Fox also had the audacity to show
a picture of Mr. Trump as a child, claiming that
Trump’s father didn’t even love him.
Really? How does Mr. Fox know such a thing? Or
does he speak from experience because he doesn’t
love any of his four children adopted during his first
marriage to Lilian de la Concha, a receptionist at Coca

Cola Mexico?
Lilian de la Concha after 20 years of marriage filed
for and was granted a divorce. There must be a very
powerful reason for a woman to file for divorce after
20 years of marriage.
As the saying goes, a person should never speak so
lowly about someone else when that person has a long
tail that others can step on.
Vicente Fox sure has the nerve to come to our country to criticize our president when there is so much to
take care of in his own country: poverty, children living on the streets, crime, crime, and even more crime—
including in his own family.
Apparently, Mr. Fox has never taken the time to read
the Bible... I want to remind him of (or maybe teach
him) a couple of verses from the Bible — very important for someone with so much baggage in his life.
Matthew 7:3— “Why do you look at the speck in
your brother’s eye, but fail to notice the beam in your
own eye?”
Matthew 7:5— “You hypocrite! First take the beam
out of your eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.”
(See Viasmensky, Page 13)

ON A PERSONAL NOTE

The things that are important in life

By Maramis
with me.
Nothing makes you appreciate
Dorothy was a writer, but a “sethe life you have left as much as becret” writer in many ways; she wrote
ing involved with a family member’s
an occasional poem to express her
death.
feelings over some dark and sad
Reminiscing with someone about
event in her life, like the death of a
all the plans you both had when you
child in the family circle, or how she
were young makes you realize that
felt at experiencing the horror of 9/
many opportunities never came your
11; or she’d write an inspiring and
way, but some that did show up were
uplifting poem to commemorate
not recognized or were simply not
some achievement of one of her chiltaken advantage of. And so our life
dren or grandchildren. But the
played out exactly the way it did,
project of her heart, a certain book
with many of its hopes unfulfilled,
that she had been working on in her
MARAMIS CHOUFANI
with many regrets, with many wishes likely still in mind for over 14 years, never saw the light of day. It
the “wish-holder” for a time that has long since passed never became more than the dream of her heart, and
us by.
the hope of her soul. It was an ethereal reality waiting
Yet because we are still here today to say these to be born. All her thoughts and the notations she made
things, write these things, or read these things, there on various little pieces of paper containing ideas for
is likely time enough for us to do some of the things that book were never committed to a document that
we have yet to do — the kinds of things that our dearly could be found in her computer — or so it seems at
departed one would have wished she had gotten around this writing.
to, but never did.
Sure, there were writings on the back of envelopes
Although she was my sister, and her immediate here, or on bits of napkins there, or even on stick-it
family all these years has been her husband and chil- notes, but all her wonderful thoughts are gone — gone
dren, I probably knew some things about her that she with her passing. And those notes could not even be
never shared with them — at least not to the extent pieced together in any kind of way now to show the
that makes me write these words — but there were no direction of her intention; the flow of her heart’s bigdoubt plenty of things that they knew and didn’t share
(See Maramis, Page 15)
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Consultant trashed Las Vegas trash
contract in report buried by City officials!

By Chuck Muth
The stench from a ganglandstyled murdered corpse decomposing in the middle of the Las Vegas
desert in July is still worse than the
stink emanating from that Las Vegas City Council vote giving Republic Services that billion dollar
NO BID contract for picking up our
garbage.
But not by much.
The city contracted with an expert consulting firm, MuniServices
LLC, to review and evaluate the
proposal to extend Republic’s contract for residential and commercial
waste-hauling.
A draft of that review was submitted to the city in January 2015
— but was hidden from the public
before the council voted for the
extension at their April 5, 2017
meeting.
As a reminder of MuniServices
expertise in this matter, here’s what
they had to say for themselves in a
memorandum to Las Vegas city
staffers:

CHUCK MUTH
“Our expertise comes from auditing franchise agreements all
over the country, as well as over
two decades of work with numerous cities in drafting and or revising franchise agreements. Experience gathered over the past 23
years of dealing with exclusive and
non-exclusive franchises provides
us with a unique perspective that
we believe can benefit the City as
you consider your next steps.”
I’ve now obtained a copy of
MuniServices draft evaluation

which outlines “areas of concern”
— including the fact that the secretly negotiated proposal appeared
to have been written by Republic
itself (“This is never recommended.”) — and concludes with
the following...
“Finally, we believe the proposed new agreement does not provide the level of system improvements and City revenues we believe
are commensurate with the requested term.”
The requested term, at the time
of the report, was a 16-year extension — which MuniServices declared as way, way, WAY too long.
“No City I’m aware of,” wrote
Lead Auditor Michael Balliet, “is
currently granting anything longer
than a ten-year agreement. All costs
of providing service are easily amortized over ten years so there is no
benefit to the City or ratepayers
derived from a longer term.”
As such, Mr. Balliet recommended that Las Vegas “should
only offer one five-year renewal

option at the franchisee’s discretion,” adding that the city “needs the
ability to not renew without condition or penalty after ten years.”
Yet the city council ignored this
advice from the firm it paid with
over TWO DECADES of experience in this arena and approved a
14-year extension, while pretending at the April meeting that getting a mere two years shaved off the
proposed term was some kind of
grand concession.
Oh, puh-lease.
Other areas of concern outlined

in the report...
—The contract allows Republic
“to set whatever rates, at whatever
amounts they desire, for any service
not specifically listed in the approved rate sheet” without a “publicly reviewed process.”
—The contract allows Republic
to tell the city it will only pick up
trash once a week instead of the
current twice a week “and won’t be
in breach of the agreement if the
City requires more.”
—The contract “allows Repub(See Muth, Page 14)

The ‘Senate Club’ and the Comey travesty
Larry Klayman whacks ex-FBI chief for burying whistleblower case
By Larry Klayman
When, in 2003-2004, I ran as a
“True Republican” for the U.S.
Senate in Florida — the seat now
ironically occupied by Marco
Rubio, a member of the Senate Intelligence Committee that just held
a sham hearing with its “star witness,” former FBI Director James
Comey, I told the voters that I was
“not interested in becoming a member of the Senate Club, rather I
wanted to take a club to the Senate.”
Having left Judicial Watch in
2003 with this in mind, I believed
at the time that becoming a Trojan
Horse, and taking the concept of the
legal baby I conceived of, created
and nurtured for nearly 10 years
inside this falsely labeled venerable
body was the way to go at that point
in my career. However, less than a
year later, after I lost my Senate bid,
I realized that nothing short of a
nuclear blast could wipe out the inherent corruption in the upper
chamber and that it would be best
to don my “cape and sword” again
and form Freedom Watch, the public interest watchdog that investigates and prosecutes government
corruption and abuse.
While transparency is good, and
it is noble to pry documents out of
the vaults of government, as Judicial Watch now does, simply filing
cases to get records and then going
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on television or radio to boast of the
discovery is not enough. What is
needed, I realized, was the continuation of hard-hitting lawsuits that
would get justice, assuming from
time to time a rare non-political and
honest jurist could be found, and a
neutral jury picked, to mete it out.
Indeed, as a former prosecutor
of the U.S. Department of Justice
and a trial lawyer of 40 years, that
is what I have been doing at Freedom Watch. To this end, in 2013
and 2014, I scored perhaps the biggest victories in the history of government litigation when I obtained
two preliminary injunctions against
President Obama and the National
Security Agency (NSA) for its illegal mass surveillance on the American people. This victory caused

Congress to enact the USA Freedom Act, which was to prevent the
widespread and patently illegal
wholesale collection by the intelligence agencies of telephonic
metadata, without probable cause
under our Fourth Amendment, of
the populace. The judge, Richard J.
Leon, called this “Orwellian,” that
is, reminiscent of George Orwell’s
“Big Brother” in his prophetic book
“1984.”
But as we have learned in just
the last several months, Obama and
his NSA, along with the CIA, and
most egregiously our own law enforcement investigatory body at the
FBI under the direction of James
Comey, did not respect the decisions of judge Leon in my historic
case and certainly not even Congress’ new USA Freedom Act. As
revealed by a number of sources,
including Circa News, the FBI and
the so-called spy agencies have not
only illegally surveilled President
Trump and his staff, both before and
after the presidential election, but
they continue to criminally violate
the privacy rights of millions of
Americans.
Because of this, over the last several months in particular I personally went door to door on Capitol
Hill to press both the Senate and
House Intelligence Committees to
interview my whistleblower client,
Dennis Montgomery, an NSA/CIA

contractor who had in his possession 47 hard drives and over
600,000,000 pages of information,
much of which was classified, proving that Obama, the FBI under both
Comey and, before him, now Special Counsel Robert Mueller, had
criminally violated the privacy
rights of the chief justice and other
justices of the Supreme Court, 156
judges, Donald Trump and other
prominent Americans such as yours
truly. With the aid of another honest federal judge, Royce C.
Lamberth, I had previously taken
Montgomery to Comey at the FBI,
obtained for him immunity to turn
over the hard drives and testify, and
was assured by the FBI general
counsel, James Baker, that Comey
himself would supervise the criminal investigation.
At the time, I believed, based on
what I had been told, that Comey
was an honest public servant based
on his reputation as deputy attorney general under President George
W. Bush. But, after two years of
waiting for the FBI to conclude its
criminal investigation of the illegal
and unconstitutional surveillance
Montgomery had come forward
with
as
a
government
whistleblower, and being repeatedly brushed off by Comey’s general counsel when I made inquiry
as to the status of the investigation,
I logically came to the conclusion,

particularly after it was revealed
that the FBI was a participant with
the NSA and CIA in the illegal spying, that we had been fraudulently
induced to turn Montgomery’s hard
drives over to the agency. In short,
Comey and his general counsel at
the FBI were happy to have Montgomery disgorge evidence of their
own illegal conduct, and that of its
co-conspirators at the NSA and
CIA, so it could be buried or destroyed.
And, that is why I lobbied the
Senate and House Intelligence
Committees to bring Montgomery
in from the cold and subpoena the
incriminating materials he had
turned over to Comey and his FBI.
But perhaps as might be expected,
these committees, run by Republican Richard Burr of North Carolina
and ranking Democratic member
Mark Warner of the Senate Intelligence Committee, and Republican
Chairman Devin Nunes and ranking Democratic member Adam
Schiff of the House Intelligence
Committee, turned a blind eye. It is
now clear that they either already
knew of these crimes and chose to
look the other way to protect their
“clients” in the intelligence community, or were afraid to turn over proverbial rocks for fear that Comey,
the FBI, NSA and CIA would reveal sordid details about their per(See Klayman, Page 14)

ALAN M. DERSHOWITZ
rescinded, and fire Mueller himself
under his executive authority. But
just because he may have the authority to do something doesn’t
mean that it is right to do it. Most
Republicans — including many
Trump allies — have said that firing Mueller now would suggest that
the president had something to hide
and would be a political disaster.
To date, I have seen no evidence
of any violation of federal criminal
statutes by Trump. The president
did not obstruct justice when he
fired FBI Director James Comey.
Trump also had the constitutional authority to order Comey to

end the investigation of Flynn. He
could have pardoned Flynn, as the
first President Bush pardoned
Caspar Weinberger, thus ending the
Flynn investigation, as Bush ended
the Iran-contra investigation. Likewise, it may well be within the
president’s constitutional authority
to fire Mueller, although in my
view, this would constitute a conflict of interest and would be wrong.
It is clear that there is a problem
with regard to the president’s authority to fire people who are investigating him. While a president
cannot, as a matter of constitutional
law, be guilty of obstructing justice
by merely exercising his constitutional prerogative to stop an investigation or to fire the FBI director
or a prosecutor, this is not necessarily a good thing as a matter of
policy. No president should fire an
official who is investigating him or
his staff.
But this issue should be addressed not through the criminal
law — which many of Trump’s critics have tried to apply despite the
lack of a legal basis to do so — but
rather by changing the law to avoid
this problem in the future. A criminal law is retrospective in nature
and designed to punish past conduct

that is plainly criminal in nature. If
Congress were to enact a new law
limiting the power of the president
in conflict of interest situations,
such a law would be prospective.
It won’t be easy for Congress to
enact legislation that deals with this
specific problem without diminishing the president’s constitutional
power over the executive branch of
government. Congress did this
when it enacted the independent
counsel law, which the Supreme
Court upheld. That law was allowed
to lapse and there are currently no
legislative restrictions on the
president’s power in this area.
Those who argue that the obstruction of justice statute constitutes a
limitation on the president’s power
are advocating a course of action
that endangers everyone’s civil liberties.
Stretching an already broad statute in an effort to do something it
was never intended to do creates a
terrible precedent. There are better
ways to achieve the desired result
— namely, the enactment of a very
specific statute tailored to the current problem.
This won’t be easy because the
Constitution gives the president —
as head of a unitary executive —

the authority to fire the director of
the FBI or a prosecutor for any reason or no reason at all (Comey himself acknowledged this). But Congress can try to draft calibrated and
nuanced legislation that would protect the American people from a
president using his power to fire
someone who may point the finger
at the president or his staff for
wrongdoing. Such legislation might
well pass constitutional muster with
the Supreme Court.
In this hyper-partisan atmosphere, both sides are too quick to
call for criminal prosecution of their
political enemies for political sins
that do not contain the required elements for criminal conduct.
I have repeatedly argued that a
distinction must be made between
disapproving of something the
president does, and stretching already broad and vague criminal
statutes to cover targeted individuals. It is as wrong to do that to
Donald Trump, as it was to do it to
Hillary Clinton. The criminal law
must be reserved for willful violations of clearly defined crimes.
Preet Bharara, for whom I have
great respect, tweeted an article
with the accompanying comment:
(See Dershowitz, Page 15)

Firing Mueller may be legal, but it would not be right
By Alan M. Dershowitz
Some people close to the Trump
administration have recently suggested that the president fire special counsel Robert Mueller. Many
conservative thinkers and commentators have used their platforms to
drive the message that the president
— who has himself called the appointment of a special prosecutor
“a witch-hunt” — should fire
Mueller. Over the weekend, Newt
Gingrich, tweeted, “Republicans
are delusional if they think the special counsel is going to be fair...
Time to rethink.” Others have made
similar claims. Although such an act
might be legal, it would be a terrible mistake.
To be sure, as the head of the
executive branch, it is within the
president’s constitutional authority
to fire the special counsel. He retains the authority to instruct the
attorney general (or in this case the
Deputy Attorney General Rod
Rosenstein, as Jeff Sessions has recused himself from all matters concerning the Russia investigation) to
take such action.
If Rosenstein refused to do so or
resigned, Trump could order that
the procedures setting out the appointment of a special counsel be
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Fatal encounters with Metro Police
— accountability at all levels?

By Norman Jahn
There hasn’t been much ‘news’
since last week regarding the death
of Tashii Farmer-Brown other than
a Review-Journal Commentary
from the ACLU over the weekend.
It was a relatively ‘tame’ assessment; “Assuming the evidence supports impending manslaughter and
related charges — and there is reason to believe it does — this is a
commendable precedent for a department whose officers too frequently have gotten a pass in excessive force cases.” There was a
call for a lessons learned approach
and identification of problems to be
addressed through policy changes
and better supervision and not necessarily discipline. There was support for a focus on continuous improvement of the police as well as
increased citizen involvement. Reference was made to the sanctity of
life, ‘words’ that Metro put into a
policy change. The strongest opinion expressed was, “It is imperative that we understand what happened to Mr. Brown and acknowledge the concerns that are raised
by another horrific loss of life,
where the victim’s only “crime”
was behaving erratically.”
Other ‘news’ is that the Las Vegas Police Protective Association
has started a gofundme page for
Lopera that has already reached
about $40,000 in pledges. The purpose is to assist Lopera while he is
not being paid by Metro. That does
not stop him from finding work and
earning a paycheck which, I believe, is what most people would
have to do if they lost pay and had
criminal charges filed against them.
There is some criticism about
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fundraising for Lopera while
Brown’s family can’t afford a funeral. Maybe the LVMPD should
pay for the funeral right now?! Now
wouldn’t that be unprecedented and
a sign of good will — before the
multi-million dollar lawsuit is filed
and ends up being settled. Metro’s
attorneys and ‘risk management’
better get busy now and resolve this
situation.
Officer Lopera’s use of a Taser,
punches, and a neck restraint will
have to be explained to the court. I
saw no attempt by Brown to inflict
harm on Lopera and have heard of
no injuries sustained by the officer.
This does not mean that Brown
would have never attempted to
harm Lopera. It also does not mean
that Lopera didn’t have reason to
monitor, contact, and investigate
Brown — and he shouldn’t have
had to do it alone!
I had been wondering... where
was Lopera’s partner? Officer Lif
was holding his coffee but that
doesn’t seem to interest the media.
I only learned this about her where-

(Continued from Page 11)
Vicente Fox remarried while in
office as president in 2001 to Marta
Maria Sahagun (until then his
‘spokesperson’). She divorced her
first husband, veterinarian Manuel
Bribiesca, in 2000. Boy, that was
fast, wasn’t it?
In 2003, the Mexican magazine
Proceso published an article about
the dissolution of Sahagun’s first
marriage, including claims of domestic violence against her thenhusband and about the suspicious
businesses of Sahagun’s sons,
Manuel, Jorge Alberto and
Fernando Bribiesca Sahagun.
For those who like to read there
is a very good book published by
Argentine journalist and author
Olga Wornat titled “The Chief: The
Public and Private Life of Marta
Sahagun de Fox” (La Jefa: Vida
publica y privada de Marta Sahagun
de Fox). The book is all about Marta
Sahagun (the wife of the pure and
perfect human being known as
Vicente Fox) and her sons. Federal
Deputy Ricardo Sheffield Padilla
asked the federal government to
investigate the claims of corruption
raised by Olga Wornat.
Mr. Fox has the audacity to criticize our president when he is carrying so much baggage on his back?
At least our president does not receive any presidential salary, compared to Mrs. Fox who, during her
tenure as Mexico’s first lady, was
highly criticized for her spending
habits, including her publicly
funded staff of 38, with the top
employees costing a total of
$782,000 a year. All that money
belongs to the Mexican people living in poverty. It’s no wonder why
they (and that includes Mr. Vicente

Fox) want to continue sending their
countrymen to us.
Mrs. Fox apparently filed a lawsuit against Olga Wornat for the
publishing of her book, maybe because she is from Argentina; but
there is also a Mexican journalist,
Anabel Hernandez, who published
a couple of books: “Fin de fiesta en
Los Pinos” (End of Party at Los
Pinos) in 2006, and “Narcoland” in
2012, both of which increased criticism of Marta Sahagun and her sons
by investigating the Bribiescas’ alleged influence peddling and their
links to drug cartels. Could this be
the reason Mr. Fox is so opposed to
the building of the wall at the border?
According
to
Anabel
Hernandez’s books, Manuel and
Jorge Bribiesca Sahagun reportedly
played key roles in facilitating multimillion dollar contracts with stateowned Pemex on behalf of
Oceanografia, an oil services company that was later accused of defrauding Citigroup and Banamex of
at least $400 million.
This entire matter must be true
because in 2012, the United States
Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI) issued an arrest warrant for
Manuel Bribiesca on charges of
fraud in relation to the Oceanografia
case.
So, Mr. Vicente Fox, stop picking on our president and stay at
home to clean up your own mess—
domestically and in your country.
Perly Viasmensky is the General
Manager of the Las Vegas Tribune.
She writes a weekly column in this
newspaper. To contact Perly
Viasmensky, email her at
pviasmensky@lasvegas
tribune.com.
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abouts by reading the 8-page arrest
report. Comments made to the media about Lopera’s actions by Sgt.
Jerry MacDonald and Undersheriff
Kevin McMahill will certainly be
challenged. A police officers can’t
arrest without ‘probable cause,’ but
they can still make contact with a
subject, assess his behavior, and investigate a situation based on
articulable suspicion that a crime
has been, is being, or is about to be
committed. Things happen fast.
This was not a stop! As Officer Lif
explained, it was a ‘consensual’
contact with Brown — at least initially. Brown approached the officers and his behavior caused them
(or at least it caused Lopera) concern.
Some officers readily recognize
the signs and symptoms of a person being under the influence of a
controlled substance — a felony in
Nevada. They may also note the
paranoia, erratic behavior, and
sweating as signs of excited delirium. Lopera decided to get involved. Does anyone think that the
first person to notice Brown that
night was Officer Lopera?
How did Brown get to the Venetian? Where did he obtain or use
the methamphetamine or related
controlled substance? What were
his movements inside the Venetian
that night and did anyone notice
him? Were there any calls to police
from citizens on the street or from
other hotel security. A man acting
erratically and sweating profusely
probably had some prior contacts.
Did he scare or threaten anyone
prior to walking up to two officers
dressed in green military attire?
Maybe he thought he was asking for
directions from the military or security rather than the police. Is anyone at Metro or from the media
even trying to check dispatch
records and surveillance for answers to these questions? If not,
why not?
I reiterate: Brown is dead and

that is a problem currently being
dealt with. I do NOT see how
Lopera’s use of force can be justified, but it is very frustrating to see
how Metro is choosing to handle
this incident as compared to past
incidents. EVERYONE is noticing
the change, aren’t they? This is
what I think happened. Lopera is a
cop that tries to fight crime. Brown
catches his attention and takes off
running. Lopera (who reportedly
has ‘trained’ in the mixed martial
arts) catches up with Brown and
can’t figure out why he is running
and what he is going to do. Cops
have attempted to ‘contact’ suspects
millions of times without having an
arrestable offense from the very
moment they have eye contact with
the subject. Sometimes you have to
figure out what is going on and
things don’t always happen in chronological order. People run from
police when they have a gun in their
pocket. Police did not know it when
they had initial eye contact. People
run from police because they have
drugs in their possession or have
warrants for their arrest. People run
when they think they are talking to
security and they realize it is the
police!
Metro arrested and booked
Lopera after consultation with the
D.A., but the report is a mess. Absent from the report (and from any
media inquiry) was what Officer Lif
was doing — or not doing — and
why? Did she know that Lopera
liked to use force and beat people
up so she was staying out of it? Did
she hold his coffee and then take
another route on the foot chase?
Don’t tell me (Metro) that there was
no justification for a foot chase —
Lopera didn’t appear to be running
too fast, so it was more like a foot
‘monitor’ of the situation. Lopera
is going to be held accountable for
all force he used. I do not believe it
was justified... but Undersheriff
McMahill and others should not
continue this false narrative that

(Continued from Page 11)
often as you’re right.”
Sounds bit like playing roulette
with tax money.
Reportedly the state hasn’t doled
out any money to the listing electric car company yet, because the
firm hasn’t reached the necessary
threshold of spending to warrant
turning on the taxpayer spigot.
This turn of events supports our
oft-stated contention that spending
taxpayer money to invite companies to come to Nevada to compete
with those taxpayers is a bad idea
and unconstitutional to boot.
The Gift Clause in Nevada’s
Constitution states, “The State shall
not donate or loan money, or its
credit, subscribe to or be, interested
in the Stock of any company, association, or corporation, except corporations formed for educational or
charitable purposes.”
Self-styled economic development advocates have tried three
times to amend the Constitution and
remove the Gift Clause. The voters
rejected those attempts all three
times — in 1992, 1996 and again
in 2000 by wide majorities.

Work has stopped at Faraday Future factory site.
The state Supreme Court has GOED and stop calling special sessaid that when the state provides sions to give away taxpayer dollars.
something to a private entity withThomas Mitchell is a former
out getting adequate compensation newspaper editor who now writes
for the value, that is a gift and thus conservative/libertarian columns
a violation of the Constitution.
for weekly papers in Nevada. You
But the governor and our law- may
email
Mitchell
at
makers continue to defy the Con- thomasmnv@yahoo.com. He blogs
stitution with impunity. Disband the at http://4thst8.wordpress.com/.
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there was no arrestable offense and
no reason for Lopera’s actions.
So this is what I think happened.
Lopera tries stopping Brown and
then (after trying the Taser) goes
‘hands on’ as if he is competing on
the mat. The difference is this... you
can’t keep punching and ‘taking
out’ a person who is not voluntarily competing in a sport on the mats
with you! Las Vegas is the UFC
capital and that organization sold
for $4 billion last year. Many people
train and cops are often involved
intensely as trainers and those learning the skills. When they do this,
they are all willing participants to
punch, disable, and damage their
opponent until they tap-out or the
observers/referees stop the match.
Did Lopera fail to distinguish a
‘fight’ on the mats with his role and
restrictions as a police officer? I
believe this would be quite easy to
do. Brown is dead from the exertion and everything else that happened until he stopped breathing
and his heart stopped. Another human being (Lopera, and other cops
as well) were involved in the death,
which is why it is called a homicide — but Metro has focused only
on Lopera. Nobody even knew who
else was involved until their names
showed up in the arrest report. EVERY aspect of this incident must be
examined and lessons learned must
be shared from the top to bottom of
the LVMPD. Right now I see Metro
playing the “blame game.”
I believe Metro administrators
will prohibit all neck restraints, but
that does not mean that in a serious
fight there won’t be arms around
necks and headlocks. Metro needs
to decide what will be allowed and
then clearly and repeatedly show it
and explain it and train on it. There
are contradicting examples of
Metro incidents that could have
been used and possibly have allowed Lopera to avoid his dilemma.
In approximately 2014, Metro
(See Jahn, Page 14)
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Trump’s rail funding cuts prove good for taxpayers
By Ross Kecseg
and Charles Blain
The Hill Opinion Contributors
President Trump’s preliminary
budget sparked outrage among government-rail advocates, though
American taxpayers should celebrate.
Research shows that public
transportation should focus on busing, not rail. While trains are excellent ways to move freight, they are
a horrifically inefficient and expensive way to move people.
Trump’s plan calls for eliminating all federal funding to Amtrak’s
national network and $499 million
in cuts from the TIGER grant program, which also funds passenger
rail. But the biggest cut — $2.3 billion — is to the Federal Transit
Administration’s “New Starts”
Capital Investment Program.
The Capital Investment Program
funds light, heavy, and commuter
rail, along with streetcar, and bus
“rapid transit” projects.
Bus programs have their critics,
but the most inflexible, costly, and
inefficient public transit options are
all forms of passenger rail — they
require the largest, per-rider taxpayer subsidy.
The simple fact is that every
public transit system fails to recoup
the upfront cost to construct the
track, trains, and passenger cars.
Additionally, they all lose money on
annual operations — including
New York City’s massive system —
requiring an ongoing subsidy for
each rider. While NYC’s system is
a necessity — as Manhattan cannot physically hold the number of
cars its workforce requires — the
vast majority of other systems do
not reduce roadway congestion.
The Dallas-area boasts the largest passenger rail network in North
America, operated by Dallas Area
Rapid Transit (DART). Since its
inception, local cities have poured
more than $10.5 billion into the
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agency, with another $9 billion in
debt issued to build the lines. But
according to an independent report,
it has been an abysmal failure.
Today, DART has the fifth-highest taxpayer subsidy per rider in the
nation, out of 1800 transit systems.
News reports over the last thirty
years have detailed the fact that its
costs have continued to exceed estimates, while its ridership has
underperformed.
To date, government rail proliferation in Dallas and elsewhere has
been made possible only through
massive federal and state subsidies.
Moving forward, the Trump administration wants local tax dollars
to pay for local projects, a fundamental shift away from the status
quo. “Future investments in new
transit projects would be funded by
the localities that use and benefit
from these localized projects,”
reads the budget.
Most rail advocates oppose this
approach because rail expansion
will all but cease without federal
support. But critics argue the burden for these highly specialized local projects should fall on the
local communities they purport

(Continued from Page 12)
lic Services to set the rates for this (solid waste) service or services without any City review, input, or approval.”
—The contract absolves Republic from “their responsibility to provide a comparable recycling facility in the County, should the current facility cease operations.”
—The contract “makes the City’s franchise fee a
line-item, which Republic is expressly not allowed to
do at this point.” Mr. Balliet stated plainly: “Don’t like
this at all.”
—The contract’s “new wording also sets up the
possible addition of an ‘administration fee’ that would
also not be subject to your franchise fee.”
—The definitions of some terms in the contract
created “unnecessary ambiguity.” For example, the
contract language allowing Republic to pick up trash
“as quietly as possible” is too “subjective” and should
instead include specific “decibel level maximums.”
—The contract doesn’t require “same-day collection of missed pick-ups if the hauler is notified before
12 noon, and following-day collection if notified after
12 noon.”
—The contract also doesn’t “establish an administrative penalty if missed collections are not resolved
within that time frame or occur more than twice per
year at any single location.”
—The contract proposed “significant price increases” for commercial waste hauling even though
the new “single-stream” recycling program “is residential only.”
—The contract establishes “compactor rates” that
“are about twice what they should be.”
—The contract establishes rates for dumpster services that are “unusual and expensive for your
ratepayers.”
“There are additional areas of concern,” Mr. Balliet
summarized, “but due to our limited review period
we’ve only highlighted the major ones.”
He added, “We think the City would be much better served from your own agreement, and discarding
this hauler-prepared document in its entirety.”
In other words... it stinks.
Indeed, the MuniServices report declares, plainly
and simply, that the proposed agreement “would be
disadvantageous to the City” and recommended giving Republic only a ten-year term, as the proposal “provides no rate reductions as an incentive to enter into
such a long-term deal.”
“If they want the additional 11 years,” Mr. Balliet
advised, “then they should give you more benefits than
they are currently offering.”
He added that “The solid waste industry in evolving rapidly and the City should protect its ability to
find the best deal available as frequently as is practical.”
WOW!
Why weren’t city residents and ratepayers told
about this consultant’s report before the city council
voted 5-2 to approve the new Republic contract on
April 5?
It stinks.
But hang on. It gets worse...
As I’ve noted previously, there were still four years
left on Republic’s existing contract at the time of the
extension vote, indicating plenty of time to do this right.
Yet the city council rushed the extension through
anyway, contrary to the advice of the expert consult-

to benefit.
After all, why should federal
bureaucrats force New York taxpayers to finance a rail project in Dallas?
Sounding the alarm on the cuts,
The National Association of Railroad Passengers — a rail advocacy
group — said, “This [budget] will
jeopardize mobility for millions of
Americans and endanger tens of
thousands of American jobs.”
However, the only factual part
of that statement is that it will endanger jobs at government agencies.
These are jobs in a declining industry that are heavily subsidized
by tax dollars. As far as jeopardizing mobility, an increasing numbers
Americans are refusing to use commuter rail and are embracing alternatives.
Rail is an antiquated mode of
transportation and ridership numbers show that. In 2016, Los Angeles, Chicago, Austin, and Washington D.C., all highly dense highly
populated areas, saw decreases in
ridership.
Virtually every major U.S. city
saw a decrease, and out of the top

ants it had hired.
In fact, Mr. Balliet wrote in 2015...
“(W)e caution the City that you are really under no
requirement to accept what is being offered. Republic
Services will not go anywhere. Frankly, you could grant
them a one-year extension to allow more time to negotiate what equates to a 21-year franchise. If need be
you can easily do an entire RFP process for a new
hauler in 9 months.”
“The ‘pressure’ to get a deal done now is likely a
common negotiation tactic. Better for you and your
ratepayers to let Republic think you’ll start negotiating with Waste Management or do an RFP (request for
proposal), than take the deal as currently offered.”
As a reminder, Waste Management is the nation’s
largest waste-hauler, and told me way back in February of this year that if the city council allowed them to
bid on the contract, they would.
Yet the city council ignored this advice and refused
to issue an RFP that would have opened this contract
to competitive bidding to see if the public could get a
better deal before signing on the bottom line.
It stinks.
I should note that this report was only a Phase 1
evaluation. Phase 2 apparently would have included
an “onsite review.” I have no idea, at this time, if that
onsite inspection ever took place and/or if a follow-up
report was generated.
I should also note that this Phase 1 report was generated more than two years before the city council vote
on the final document, so some of the “areas of concern” may well have been addressed and resolved.
But that’s the point...
The final contract language was not made available
to the public, the residents of Las Vegas, the ratepayers,
or Republic’s potential competitors until just one week
before the vote — and without anyone knowing of this
blistering MuniServices report!
There was no time or ability for a fully informed
public review and assessment.
In fact, a little-known, barely publicized meeting
with the city to discuss the proposed contract language
before it was finalized was quickly arranged and took
place less than a week before the final language was
made public. And three members of the city council
were supposed to be at that meeting to address concerns and answer questions.
None of them showed up!
Instead, the city council ram-and-jammed the contract through at their April 5 meeting with opponents
and members of the public allotted no more than 120seconds each to voice their concerns and opinions!
It stinks.
The bottom line is that the ordinance change passed
by the Las Vegas City Council in April that allowed
this billion-dollar, 14-year, NO BID monopoly franchise contract extension should be subjected to a voter
referendum and repealed.
And then the contract should be re-negotiated and
subjected to competitive bidding in a process that’s
open, transparent and public in the full light of day,
instead of secretly, behind closed doors as this one was.
So let it be written; so let it be done.
*****
Chuck Muth is president of Citizen Outreach, a nonprofit public policy grassroots advocacy organization
and publisher of NevadaNewsandViews.com. He may
be reached by email at cmuth@lasvegastribune.com.

ten largest cities, only New York
City and Houston saw positive ridership numbers.
Even those two outliers only
claimed 0.4 and 2.3 percent increases in ridership, respectively.
This can be attributed to a number of factors like alternative modes
of transit, such as ride-hailing services and lower gas prices. Also in

2016, the Federal Highway Administration released numbers saying
that driving mileage has increased
again for the fifth straight year.
Americans would rather drive than
park and ride a train — a big surprise.
Those who support government
rail claim to be about progress —
yet in the case of passenger rail —
they want the government to force
taxpayers to subsidize an 18th century technology that more than 95
percent of motorists don’t want or
use.
Americans should applaud the
administration for its effort to return local control and accountability for transportation spending back
to local taxpayers.
After all, with $20 trillion in
outstanding debt, the federal government doesn’t have any money to
waste.
Ross Kecseg and Charles Blain
are the directors of the Metroplex
and Houston offices for Empower
Texans/Texans for Fiscal Responsibility, respectively. Empower Texans is an Austin-based non-profit
service organization.

(Continued from Page 12)
sonal and professional lives.
As a result, I again had to take
justice into the people’s own hands,
filing another hard-hitting lawsuit,
this time making Comey himself
the focus of the illegal criminal surveillance.
The complaint, can be found at
www.freedomwatchusa.org, also
joins the heads of the intelligence
agencies and sues them personally
for their crimes. Its purpose is also
to put my co-plaintiff, Montgomery, squarely before Judge Leon so
he can do the job the congressional

intelligence committees will not do.
The moral to this story: The dogand-pony show starring the corrupt
James Comey Thursday was simply a travesty, or what Woody Allen
would call a “sham of a sham of a
sham.” But this, after all, was to be
expected from the establishment
Democratic and Republican Senate
Club.
Larry Klayman is a former Justice Department prosecutor and the
founder of Judicial Watch and Freedom Watch. His latest book is
“Whores: Why and How I Came to
Fight the Establishment.”

(Continued from Page 13)
plainclothes officers reportedly
choked a suspect at the Planet Hollywood. The video which eventually showed up on Facebook was
disturbing and showed a ‘sleeper
hold’ put on a HANDCUFFED suspect. Was this reported by citizens,
by security, or did Metro take independent action upon learning of the
incident? Were officers disciplined?
Did they use martial arts skills or
combine (confuse) them with approved police training tactics? This
was a horrible video but what lessons learned were shared with offices at Metro — or was it kept ‘secret’ to avoid bad publicity? It was
every bit as bad as (or worse than)
the Eric Garner incident in New
York. https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=N1Vn9_XDhWc
In 2016, another video appeared
on YouTube as well as on other police and martial arts websites. The
officer was widely praised for using jiu jitsu to control a larger suspect. This officer delivered some
strikes but did not put a neck restraint on the suspect. He maintained his ‘defenses’ until backup
arrived. Did he have an ‘arrestable
offense’ when he first made contact
with the suspect and was ‘investigating’ before the suspect broke
away and fled? Did anyone comment on that? I know of no controversy and know of no ‘lessons
learned’ from an apparently good
use of defensive tactics. Where did
Metro stand on this incident to de-

fine and clarify the role of martial
arts as they related to police-approved defensive tactics? https://
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=R5TUM_V8if0
And even these two examples
don’t compare to Sgt. T.J. Jenkins
doing what has been called a
“throat-strike” on the famous
“Cops” TV show entitled, “Failure
to Comply.” That subject didn’t die.
I don’t know if he was actually even
arrested. But I do know that I was
never taught that technique or to use
it for a disturbance or ‘misdemeanor’ crime. What is ‘unapproved’ is unapproved for all of us,
isn’t it?
Ultimately, Metro has to provide
leadership through these troubling
times. A jury will consider all information on Lopera (background,
training, disciplinary record, and his
personality). If he is viewed to have
acted with MALICE he will get
convicted and locked up. If he followed his training, confused training, and can explain how he felt he
had to hold on for his own safety,
then there may be a different outcome.
*****
Norm Jahn served with the
LVMPD for over 21 years and
achieved the rank of lieutenant. He
also served as a police chief in Wisconsin for over three years. Jahn
has been a university professor and
also taught in the criminal justice
program at the College of Southern Nevada for over a decade.

Klayman

Jahn
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Corruption and collusion: Obama, Comey and the press
By Andrew Klavan
Bear Witness Central
It now seems clear that Barack
Obama was a corrupt machine politician in the worst Chicago mold.
He used the IRS to silence his enemies, and the Justice Department
to protect his friends. His two major “achievements” — a health care
law that doesn’t work and a deal
that increased the power and prestige of the terrorist state of Iran —
were built on lies to the public and
manipulation of the press. And
that’s according to his own allies!
Only the leftist bias and racial pathology of the media kept his administration from being destroyed
by scandal, as it surely would have
been had he been a white Republican.
I don’t mention this to bring up
old grudges, but for what it says
about the current moment and the
week just passed. Here’s some of
what we recently learned:
Former FBI Director James
Comey’s Senate testimony concerning former Attorney General
Loretta Lynch’s corruption confirmed our worst suspicions about
the Obama DOJ. In an apparent attempt to help Hillary Clinton’s campaign, Lynch told Comey to refer
to the investigation into Hillary

ANDREW KLAVAN
Clinton’s abuse of classified material as “a matter” rather than an investigation. And, as we already
knew but Comey confirmed,
Lynch’s secret tarmac meeting with
Bill Clinton so underscored
Comey’s sense of her crookedness
that the self-serving drama queen
Comey actually went around her to
publicly declare Hillary guilty-butnot-guilty.
“It won’t get much attention, but
that was pretty damning,” said
CNN’s John King of Comey’s testimony about Lynch. You can translate “it won’t get much attention”
into “we won’t give it much attention.”
But all that was nothing compared to the brutal, nearly 300-page

report released last week by the
House Oversight and Government
Reform Committee, a report absolutely blasting the previous Obama
AG, Eric Holder. The report details
how Holder and the Obama administration labored to cover up the
details of the Fast and Furious gunrunning scandal — a scandal which,
unlike the non-collusion-with-Russia non-scandal, was implicated in
the murder of an American law officer. Even the mom of the slain
officer couldn’t get the truth out of
Holder and his cronies. The report
says Holder considered the officer’s
family a “nuisance” because they
were trying to get him to tell them
how exactly the lawman died at the
hands of gangsters who were wielding guns Obama’s DOJ had allowed
them to buy.
We’ve heard a lot from Comey
and the press this week about the
precious independence of the Justice Department. And yet Attorney
General Holder once said, “I’m still
the president’s wing-man, so I’m
there with my boy.” Holder was
also the first attorney general ever
to be held in contempt of Congress
for not turning over documents relating to Fast and Furious. And,
speaking of obstruction of justice
— we were speaking of obstruction

of justice, weren’t we? — President
Obama asserted executive privilege
to make it easier for Holder to keep
those docs in the dark. Hey,
nothing’s too good for the
president’s wingman!
What a sleazy bunch they were!
Hiding their corruption behind the
color of their skin. Criticized for
Fast and Furious in 2011, Holder
said: “This is a way to get at the
president because of the way I can
be identified with him, both due to
the nature of our relationship and,
you know, the fact that we’re both
African-American.” What a sleazy
bunch.
So let’s remember. Obama is the
nefarious machine pol who appointed James Comey to head the
FBI in the first place. This is the
Comey who took no notes when he
spoke with Obama, no notes when
he questioned Hillary about her
emails, no notes, apparently, during
the cover-up conversation with
Lynch that left him with “a queasy
feeling,” but who suddenly began
documenting his exchanges with
Trump — exchanges that Trump
says never happened. This is the
Comey who let Hillary off the hook
because he somehow knew she
didn’t intend to share classified information (a matter that doesn’t

exist in the relevant law), but who
cannot comment on whether
Donald Trump intended to obstruct
justice when Trump expressed his
hopes about an investigation.
And the Obama administration
— this crooked gang of liars and
colluders — this is the gang that
was deemed “scandal free” by virtually every “mainstream” news
outlet. Indeed, investigative reporter Sharyl Attkisson had to leave
CBS News in large part because
CBS would not run her work on
Fast and Furious.
My point is not to excuse Trump
for any of his inappropriate and
sometimes boorish behavior. I hope
he learns better. My point is simply
this: when you are listening to
Comey, and when you are listening
to the news media sanctifying
Comey or indeed demonizing
Trump, just remember who it is you
are listening to: unindicted co-conspirators in an administration that
was rotten to the core.
*****
Andrew Klavan is an American
writer of mystery novels, psychological thrillers, and screenplays
for “tough-guy” mystery films. Two
of Klavan’s books have been
adapted into motion pictures: True
Crime and Don’t Say a Word.

Who’s hearing the left’s beloved ‘dog whistles’?
Joseph Farah notes Trump’s phrases actually mean what they say
By Joseph Farah
Here are just a few recent leftist
headlines featuring the metaphorical term “dog whistles”:
—“White House blames exhaustion for Donald Trump’s ‘Islamic
terrorism’ dog whistle in Saudi
Arabia” — The Intercept, May 22,
2017
—“Trump’s remark on Andrew
Jackson was a dog whistle for white
nationalists” — Truthout, May 10,
2017
—“Tories accused of ‘divisive,
dog-whistle politics’ over anti-immigration campaign video” — London Independent, May 15, 2017
—“How dog whistle politics is
changing under Trump” — North
Carolina Public Radio, March 2,
2017
It started in the 2016 presidential campaign.
I don’t know who first coined the
wholly inappropriate term “dog
whistle” to refer to perfectly clear
and unambiguous words spoken

and tweeted by Donald Trump —
phrases and terms that were not
coded, but actually meant just what
they said.
Whoever did, it caught on like
wildfire — one that is still raging
today.
In effect, the term “dog whistle”
became a dog whistle of the left.
The irony is that the only dogs hearing it were and are leftist dogs.
That’s the funny thing about dog
whistles. Only dogs hear them. But
you would never know that by the
way this phrase is thrown out there
continually by the left.
For instance, when Donald
Trump talked in the campaign about
closing the border, there was no
confusion in the minds of Trump
supporters about what that meant.
It meant closing the border. But
that’s not what the left heard: The
left heard “racist.” The left heard
“jingoist.” The left heard one of the
most evil words in the lexicon of
the left — “nationalist.”

(Continued from Page 12)
gest desire.
That wasn’t the only thing my
sister left undone. Just as we all procrastinate from time to time, perhaps believing there’s always tomorrow, or even next week, photographs were left without the promised notations on the reverse side
showing who was in the photo, and
when and where it was taken. How
many times have any of us been
‘guilty’ of that? And even her will
was left undone and unsigned —
not that there was anything that
wouldn’t have been passed on to
her husband, in the natural order of
things, and who wouldn’t, in turn,
pass on whatever any of her six
children wanted, should they ask.
Thank goodness for that — no
squabbles over things that their
mom had collected over the
years...she felt sure there would be
none of that. And I never saw or
heard a bit of it.
Why is it that such a thing would
happen in the first place? Yet it is
so very common, and I really do
hear it all the time. “He just never
got around to making out his will.”
Or, “I know she wanted me to have
that painting, but she just didn’t put
it in writing and now everyone is
fighting over it.” Or, “We have no
idea where she put that antique box
from Grandpa with all those valuable coins from the Civil War.” And
so on and so on. Wills are supposed
to make things easier for those we
leave behind, but mainly, they are
to inform others what our own
wishes are and make it possible to
get them carried out.
But it is easy to see that the most
valuable things we might leave behind — aside from the memories
that others will have of us — might
very likely be the things we never
got around to doing; the very things
we always intended to do, wanted
to do, and even promised to do —
but just didn’t...or maybe, toward
the end, just couldn’t... do.
While many things are on the
material side of life — however
much sentimental value might be
attached to a painting or a box of
old coins — far more important

might be the treasures of our loved
one’s mind: his or her thoughts,
ideas and wonderings; how they
viewed the world, their life, their
daily challenges. What were their
greatest joys? Their deepest sufferings? Did they have any unfulfilled
desires? Was there anything on their
‘bucket list’ that they just couldn’t
get to? If you had known, could
you... would you... have helped
them achieve it?
Years ago, when my sister first
told me about her dream — her
book — I offered to help. And she
wanted my help, yet didn’t know
what to ask me to do; she said she
needed more time to get it sorted
out in her mind, so there was nothing I could do until she knew where
it was going, and how she wanted
to get it there. She could never really tell me any of that. Now I am
standing out in her field of dreams
looking for a clue; hoping that
somehow, one day, I will be able to
feel her inspiration and piece together her envelopes, bits of napkins and stick-it notes and — along
with some possible yet-to-be-discovered files in her computer and
some vaguely (or hopefully clearly)
remembered bits of conversation
she may have had with her children
— be able to glean from them what
the now seemingly lost treasure of
her mind was all about.
It might be a lost cause, but it
might also be a treasure hunt that
yields the lost treasure of my sister’s
heart and soul.
Some things are important
enough to pursue, and it obviously
goes without saying that we can
only pursue them while we are
among the living.
One of the best ways I ever heard
of expressing that most important
thought — and a way that ought to
ring true for all of us — is this:
“Don’t die with your music still inside of you!”
*****
Maramis Choufani is the Managing Editor of the Las Vegas Tribune. She writes a weekly column
in this newspaper. To contact
Maramis,
email
her
at
maramis@lasvegastribune.com.

Maramis

than you ever wanted to know about
dog whistles. But what’s good for
the non-leftist goose is good for the
leftist gander, to paraphrase an antiquated and “sexist” cliché.
Joseph Farah is founder, editor
and chief executive officer of WND.
He is the author or co-author of 13
books that have sold more than 5

million copies, including his latest,
“The Restitution of All Things: Israel, Christians, and the End of the
Age.” Before launching WND as
the first independent online news
outlet in 1997, he served as editor
in chief of major market dailies including the legendary Sacramento
Union.

(Continued from Page 12)
“He is wrong. I would condemn
such a move, but I would not immediately jump to supporting a
criminal prosecution. A former U.S.
attorney ought to understand the
difference between, on the one
hand, prosecuting someone by expanding already overbroad criminal
statutes, and on the other hand, disapproving of a president’s actions
and trying to change it prospectively.”
I write this article not to defend
the president. I would write it regardless of who was president. I
have also criticized Republican efforts to turn Hillary Clinton into a
criminal for her misuse of a private
email server. As a civil libertarian,
I believe that the criminal law
should only be used when the conduct at issue is clearly defined —

such as bribery, destruction of evidence and lying to law enforcement
officials.
It should not be used to fill gaps
in the law, such as those that now
exist with regard to presidential
authority in ongoing investigations.
Such gaps should be filled by prospective legislation. Congress
should hold hearings on this important issue and try to enact legislation that prevents presidential
abuses while protecting the civil liberties of all Americans.
Alan M. Dershowitz is the Felix
Frankfurter Professor of Law,
Emeritus, at Harvard Law School
and author of Taking the Stand: My
Life in the Law and Electile Dysfunction: A Guide for the
Unaroused Voter. Follow him on
Twitter @AlanDersh or Facebook
@AlanMDershowitz.

Dershowitz
JOSEPH FARAH

I don’t know a single person who
wants America to regain its assertion of national sovereignty and the
rule of law who is motivated by racism.
To suggest Trump talked about
the border to create a piercing sound
in the ears of racists was never true.
Instead, it created a piercing
sound in the ears of leftists — and
continues to do so today.
Why?
I don’t know, but have you noticed the left loves whistles? Have
you seen them used at their protests? They are de rigueur at gatherings of “progressives,” especially
when the goal is to drown out the
expressions of those who believe in
free speech, individual rights and
rational dialogue.
But those are not dog whistles.
They are people whistles — though,
I’m sure dogs can hear them, too.
Does the left understand the difference between the two?
Apparently, the term “dog
whistle” actually has two meanings,
according to certain dictionaries,
such as Dictionary.com, under the
control of the left.
One, of course, is: “a highpitched whistle used to train dogs,
typically having a sound inaudible
to humans.”
The other is: “a subtly aimed
political message which is intended
for, and can only be understood by,
a particular group, i.e. dog-whistle
issues such as immigration and
crime.”
No explanation provided as to
why crime and immigration are
“dog whistle” issues. I guess that is
in the ear of the “progressive” beholder, so to speak.
I wonder, though, what the “dog
whistle” political issues that make
the left froth at the mouth?
From my own experience as a
former leftist, they typically revolve
around what we once knew as “sin.”
—When you hear a “progressive” use the expression “economic
equality,” that’s a “dog whistle”
meaning coveting one’s neighbor’s
property;
—When you hear a “progressive” use the expression acronym
“LGBT,” that’s a “dog whistle” that
translates to lusting after some
sexual forbidden fruit;
—When you hear a “progressive” use the expression, recently
employed by Chelsea Clinton,
“Islamophobia is not an opinion,”
that means you don’t have the right
to disagree with people on the left.
I know this is probably more
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The Bromberg Brother’s Blue
Ribbon Restaurant’s Opening Event
By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by Brenton Ho /
kabikphotogroup.com
I was invited to the exclusive
opening preview of the Blue Ribbon Restaurant. The name Blue
Ribbon means you are guaranteed
to be served only the best at the Blue
Ribbon Restaurant!
With every bite, this was a Bacchanalian feast to remember. Taking my time to savor the
mouthwatering selection of Pu Pu’s
one by one, each matched with their
own flavorful sauces.
I chose the delicacies, lobster
and stone crab claws, for my main
meal but had to try their cheese fondue and famous fried chicken.
Without exception, all of the food I
tasted was perfect in every way!
Co-Owners/Chefs Eric and
Bruce Bromberg’s large restaurant
was filled with hundreds of VIP’s,
celebrities and media.
Several tables connected across
the middle of the room to set-up a
buffet filled with lobster, stone crab,
shrimp, oysters on the half shell and
other seafood.
A second table buffet offered
ultra-tender BBQ Duroc pork ribs
and other tantalizing Pu Pu-style
appetizers as well as sesame BBQ
glazed Cheese fondue, bone marrow, and their famous fried chicken.
What a menu, what a party!
If anyone is planning a large
party, this is a great way to allow
guests to serve themselves from one
or two all-you-can-eat buffets
which also includes their permanent
Oyster Bar in the back.
The Bromberg Brother’s party
was reminiscent of the glittering
after-show celebrity parties I attended 20 years ago while reviewing shows and restaurants.
“With Blue Ribbon at the Cos-

Owners /Chefs Eric and Bruce Bromberg at the red carpet opening of their Blue Ribbon Restaurant.

Bromberg Brother’s Famous Fried Chicken

Seafood Delicacies

mopolitan of Las Vegas, we offer
the city a true taste of the Blue Ribbon restaurant experience and our
family’s culinary sensibility,” says
Bruce Bromberg. Eric adds, “Much
like New York, Las Vegas is up late,
always on, and filled with people
who understand and appreciate
good food.”
For 25 years, Eric and Bruce
have been successful with their
New York network of more than a
dozen restaurants and bars. From
1992 to 2010, Blue Ribbon Restaurants have been recognized with a
slew of “Top 10” and “Best Of”
awards from publications including
Wine Spectator, Zagat, Time Out
New York, The New York Press,
New York magazine, and The New
York Observer.
For information call 702-698788. Hours: Sunday-Thursday, 5
p.m. to 1 a.m. Friday and Saturday,
5 p.m. to 2 a.m. The Blue Ribbon
Restaurant is located on Level 3 of
the Boulevard Tower, in the Cosmopolitan Hotel, 3708 Las Vegas
Boulevard South.
*****
Award-winning Syndicated Columnist Sandy Zimmerman Show
and Dining Reviews, Travel,
Health, Luxury Resorts and more.
Sandy is talk show host of Sandy
Zimmerman’s Las Vegas TV.com
streaming. Suggest topics for articles, request information or ask
questions, call 702-515-0846 or
email Sandy Zimmerman at
sandyzimm2003@yahoo.com. Do
you have a fave entertainer. comedian, hypnotist, impressionist,
singer, DJ, musician, a production
show, band, specialty act, burlesque or any other performer?
Email the name of your choice,
your telephone number, your name,
email address and you may win free
show tickets or other prizes.

Pu Pu Platter

Bone Marrow
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“Man in Black: A Tribute to Johnny Cash”
The Orleans showroom June 30 and July 1
This Week
in Las Vegas
By Mike Kermani

By Mike Kermani
Las Vegas Tribune
Johnny Cash rocked the country music scene with his unique
baritone vocals and acoustic guitar.
His top hits included “Folsom
Prison Blues,” “Ring of Fire,” “I
Walk the Line” and “Ballad of a
Teenage Queen.” Throughout the
1950s and 1960s, Cash released
more than 100 hit singles, making
him one of the most influential
musicians of the 20th century. The
country music legend also went on
to become one of the best-selling
artists of all time, with more than
90 million records sold worldwide.
Cash’s music has crossed over multiple genres, which won him inductions into the Country Music, Gospel Music and Rock and Roll Halls
of Fame.
Since 2005, Shawn Barker has
performed his celebrated “Man in
Black” tribute show all over the
world. His high-energy performance recreates Cash’s iconic
sound and signature style down to
his acoustic guitar and harmonica.
Barker’s show features hits from
Johnny Cash’s entire musical career, including his duets with the
late June Carter.
Showtime is 8 p.m. Tickets start
at $15.95 plus tax and fees, and can
be purchased by calling
Ticketmaster at 800-745-3000;
online at www.orleanscasino.com;
or in-person at gift shops inside The
Orleans, Suncoast, Gold Coast and
Sam’s Town. Tickets may also be
purchased the day of the show (depending upon availability) at the
venue box office.
*****
ONE7 COMMUNICATIONS
WON A 2017
SILVER ANVIL AWARD
One7 communications won a
2017 Silver Anvil Award at Public
Relations Society of America’s
(PRSA) ceremony in New York
City, recognizing the best in strategic and influential public relations
programs nationwide.
Out of the numerous entries this
year, 124 were selected as finalists
with only 56 winning Silver Anvils.
One7 communications took home
the Silver Anvil in the category
Events and Observances (seven or
fewer days): Consumer Services for
the campaign “The Color Run
Brightens Up Downtown Las Vegas.”
Since its inception in 1944, the
annual Silver Anvil Award is the
oldest awards competition for excellence in public relations and
communication. The iconic Silver
Anvil Award symbolizes the
breadth of talent among industry
practitioners while recognizing outstanding individual professional
achievement. Entries are judged on
their research, planning, execution
and evaluation, while also considering factors such as creativity, ethics and budget.
“The Silver Anvils are the highest honors for public relations campaigns and we’re extremely proud
to receive this award, as it’s a testament to our team’s hard work and
dedication to this profession and

our clients,” said Dawn Britt,
founder and CEO of One7 communications.
One7 communications is an integrated marketing communications and public relations agency
that fuses passion for storytelling
with veteran industry knowledge
and experience. With decades of
award-winning experience, One7
communications specializes in creating and executing comprehensive
marketing communications campaigns for hospitality, travel, food
& beverage, beauty, fashion,
wellness, nonprofit and luxury
lifestyle clients throughout Southern Nevada and California and
Dallas, Texas. The team at One7
communications brings together
decades of experience and solid
relationships in public relations,
advertising, media buying, brand
creative, media outreach, sponsorship programming, influencer marketing, special event planning and
social media strategy.
For more information, visit
one7communications.com,
f a c e b o o k . c o m /
one7communications|, Twitter
@one7p, Instagram: @one7pr,
Snapchat: one7PR.
*****
BUDDY V’S RISTORANTE’S
SIGNATURE ITALIAN
DISHES LAS VEGAS
DURING RESTAURANT
WEEK BENEFITTING
THREE SQUARE
Buddy V’s Ristorante brings
Italian flair and flavor to Three
Square Food Bank’s popular Las
Vegas Restaurant Week, supporting
this important citywide initiative
for the fifth time since opening.
From June 19 thru 30, foodies can
dine at Buddy V’s Ristorante and
know they are supporting a great
cause. Menu items featuring owner
Buddy Valastro’s heirloom family
recipes and delectable desserts will
make diners feel at home.
LUNCH
Tomato & Basil Soup — grana
padano and focaccia croutons; or
Caesar Salad — polenta croutons,
parmesan and classic dressing;
Spaghetti & Meatballs — family recipe, marinara, parmesan;
Chicken Parm — oven-baked,
provolone, mozzarella, and spaghetti marinara; or Chicken
Chopped Salad — artichokes, tomatoes, cucumbers, green beans,
garbanzos, roasted peppers, mozzarella, arugula, and Italian
vinaigrette.
Cannoli & Cookies — cinnamon pastry, sweet ricotta cream,
cocoa drops, pistachios; or
Tiramisu — marsala mascarpone
cream, chocolate.
Cost for the Restaurant Week
lunch is $20 per person. Tax and
gratuity not included.
DINNER
Grandma’s Meatballs — family
recipe, marinara, parmesan;
Panzanella — buffalo mozzarella,
tomatoes, focaccia croutons, arugula, balsamic red onions; or Caesar Salad — polenta croutons,
parmesan and classic dressing.
Spaghetti Bolognese — beef &

pork, red wine, tomato;
Mediterranean Sea Bass —
cured lemon, arugula salad and pine
nuts; Chicken Parm — oven-baked,
provolone, mozzarella, spaghetti
marinara; or My Dad’s Bucatini —
pancetta, cracked black pepper and
egg.
Cannoli & Cookies — cinnamon
pastry, sweet ricotta cream, cocoa
drops, pistachios; or Tiramisu —
marsala mascarpone cream and
chocolate espresso cake; or Warm
Nutella Cake — chocolate sauce,
hazelnut praline crunch, salted caramel ice cream.
Cost for the Restaurant Week
dinner is $40 per person. Tax and
gratuity not included.
Reservations are recommended
and can be made by calling 702607-2355. Buddy V’s Ristorante is
located inside the Grand Canal
Shoppes at Venetian|Palazzo at
3327 Las Vegas Blvd. South #2812.
Convenient and complimentary valet parking is available at Barneys
New York, as well as ample selfparking at Palazzo.
Since 2007, more than 3.6 million meals have been provided for
those in need through Restaurant
Week. By joining us, you are helping us get closer to our goal of feeding the more than 296,000 food insecure people in Southern Nevada.
Diners are encouraged to share their
experiences and be a part of the conversation on Twitter and Instagram
by following @threesquarelv and
using the hashtags #LVRW and
#HelpOutDineOutLV, and on
Facebook by ‘Liking’ the Las Vegas Restaurant Week page — http:/
/on.fb.me/lvrwfb.

HONEY SALT GOES CAJUN
SPECIAL GUEST
CHEF WILL STATEN AND
HIS N’AWLINS STYLE
COOKING ON JUNE 27
Honey Salt welcomes the
“Ragin’ Cajun” Chef, Will Staten
to spice up the next Guest Chef
Dinner at the popular Southwest
side restaurant. Chef Staten will
delight guests bringing his spicy
creole flavors direct from New Orleans to Honey Salt’s farm table
concept on Tuesday, June 27 at 6:30
p.m. This communal dining experience is $54 per person with an
optional wine pairing for $25.
GUEST CHEF
DINNER MENU:
“Welcome Cocktail” — The
Hurricane: Dark Rum, Light Rum
and Fruit Juices
“Shared Appetizers” — Deep
Fried Ribs: Cajun Dusted, Sweet &
Spicy Cajun Hot Sauce, Blackened
Catfish Po’ Boy Sliders, Cajun
Slaw, Remoulade Sauce, Pickles
“For the Table” — Salad from
Honey Salt Applewood Salad:
Smoked Tomatoes, Cucumbers,
Pickled Onions, Pickled Cauliflower

“Main Course” — Classic
Gumbo Chicken: Andouille,
Shrimp, Herbed Rice, Triple
Cheese Honey Cornbread, Cajun
Rub, Sharp Cheddar, Monterrey
Jack, Jalapeno Bits, Pimiento
Stuffed Jalapenos, Sausage
Crumble, Pepper Jack, Cream
Cheese
“Sweet Treats” — Salted Chocolate & Caramel Bread Pudding:
Maple Bacon, Mint, Sweet Honey
Glaze. Nutmeg Whipped Cream
Beignets, Caramel Sauce, Powdered Sugar
Private Chef & Ragin’ Cajun
Cookin’ (RCC) Founder, Will
Staten, has been a Las Vegas resident for the last 25 years. With extensive experience in the culinary
field in a variety of positions, he has
worked in and opened such places
as Chili’s, Commander’s Palace LV,
P.F. Chang’s at the Aladdin, Fat
Tuesday’s in MGM, and was a private and personal chef for clients
in The Southern Highlands Country Club. Having been the Featured
Chef at Hofbrauhaus for Mardi
Gras 2017, he will now be taking
his Cajun cuisine to a local bar in
Las Vegas and showcasing his skills
in his own kitchen.
After launching his signature
product line Dubs’ Rubs (which
focuses on creating the best spice
rubs, marinades, BBQ sauces, and
hot sauces), he tried out for Gordon Ramsay’s hit TV Show on
FOX, MasterChef, and was selected
as a Top 40 Finalist. While he didn’t
win the title of MasterChef, it didn’t
deter Chef Will from racking up the
accolades and pursuing other culinary venture. He was named Top
Chef in Nevada during the 2016
Taste of America Challenge, and
then went on to place in the Top 25
at the World Food Championships
in the Recipe Category that same
year. He has since been named a
Chef’s Roll Ambassador, was a
Resident Chef at Williams-Sonoma,
and is a Featured Chef at several
charity fundraisers and epicurean
events including Candlelighters,
Three Square and the American
Heart Association.
With all this going on, Chef Will
still has time to continue authoring
his first cookbook.
Tickets to the special Guest Chef
Dinner must be purchased in advance by going online to
www.HoneySalt.com. June’s Guest
Chef Dinner is $54 per person, optional wine pairing is $25 per person.
Mike Kermani is an entertainment writer for the Las Vegas Tribune newspaper. He writes a weekly
column in this newspaper. To contact Mike Kermani, email
mkermani@ lasvegas tribune.com
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There was nothing “gross” about
the 144th F.I.O.R.E. luncheon

By the Las Vegas Tribune Roving Reporter
Photos by Lorraine Thompson Sardelli
Photographer Dave “Bananas” Williams did not show up...
We apologize in advance for the numerous photos of a certain President.
One of the most successful F.I.O.R.E. luncheons, registered in their annals, was held last week at the Italian American Club. It was their 144th meeting. It was the last meeting
of an uninterrupted 12-year run, but, definitely not their final
one by a long shot. Term limit does not apply here.
They are now preparing for their 13th Anniversary Party
which will take place on the evening of Saturday, July 8,
2017 and RSVPs are already pouring in. It is going to be
Huge.
What started as a joke by Las Vegas entertainer Nelson
Sardelli and a hand full of dedicated friends, also with the
same sense of humor, has become a most popular “not easy
to explain” organization that offers nothing but camaraderie,
fellowship and fun with a membership in the hundreds.
On a hot July afternoon in 2004, Conrad Villella, Peter
Anthony, Ken Walter, Johnny Amato, Aldo Natoli and Joe
Beringhelle were subpoena by Sardelli to meet at a coffee
shop that shall remain nameless (because it over charges
people and tells the costumers who they should marry) and
F.I.O.R.E. (Fun Italians Organizing Ridiculous Events) was
born.
The guest speaker for the June lunch was award-winning
journalist, author, public speaker, show business/gossip columnist, event host and all around nice guy, Norm Clarke. He
entertained and totally captured the attention of the
F.IO.R.E.’s 100-plus guests, for the entire duration of his talk,
with interesting stories of his personal life and fascinating
career.
Beautiful works of art, paintings, wood carvings, American Indian Turquoise jewelry and silver coins were donated
by several club members and given away to some lucky winners. Another of the many F.I.O.R.E. traditions.
There will be no special invited guest speaker for the July
Birthday event; instead, many of the talented members of
the F.I.O.R.E. will contribute their special “schtick” — some
songs, comedic, instrumental or magical ditties, tight rope
walking, sword swallowing and pole dancing, etc. As always,
the background and dancing music will be provided by award
winner Gary Anderson and the Geriatric Teenagers. You’ll
have to be there.
For more details, see our ad on page 17 of this edition of
the Las Vegas Tribune.

Norm Clarke in full command of the situation.

Guest Speaker Norm Clarke. Outstanding.

Don’t bite the hand that feeds you. Norm Clarke, Nelson Sardelli and Marty Allen.

Making the F.I.O.R.E. even more special. Sandra Marnell, Lena Walther, Sherry Rickard,
Cara Campbell (running for Judge) and Christine Hall.

Ambassador Toni Reiser, on the right, and her guests, Carol and Don Jarvis.

When you are the club’s founder and your wife is the photographer....
Sardelli (again) with President Sam Wagmeister, on the right,
and his guest from California, Ron Harris.

Greg Golonka and Nelson Sardelli (standing)
welcoming Barbara and Jay David to Las Vegas and to the club.
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There was
nothing
“gross”
about the
144th
F.I.O.R.E.
luncheon

President Eddie DeVries brought several items to be distributed to lucky winners.
Lorraine Thompson Sardelli on the right and guess who in the middle.

Movie stunt actors Chuck and Kaye Wade Hicks.

Nelson Sardelli with talented George Bugatti.

What does Santa Claus do in the Summer? He obviously attends the F.I.O.R.E. luncheons.
Presidents Christopher Hisgen, some guy, Charles Saba and First Lady Eliana Camargo Saba.

Autumn Florez and F.I.O.R.E.’s top supporter Phil Carlino.

Standing on the right, Lou Toomin. Sitting: Judy Coco, Ken Walter
and Lisa Tiegen, Opportunity Village’s Events Manager.

President Dr. Wil Krom proving
that F.I.O.R.E’s “Got Talent.”

Dennis Rhinevault, David Adolph, Elena Abolentseva and Tigger Todd.
(No Sardelli in this photo. Strange, very strange).

Thank you Norm Clarke for a memorable presentation.
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Neon Museum illuminates LGBT
history of Las Vegas during June

By Jerry Fink
Las Vegas Tribune
June is Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual
and Transgender Pride month and
the Neon Museum is recognizing
Las Vegas’ notable gay entertainers
during its guided tours throughout
the month.
Dennis McBride, director, Nevada State Museum, compiled information about notable LGBT individuals associated with businesses represented by signs on display in the Neon Boneyard:
Silver Slipper
Boylesque opened at the Silver
Slipper Casino’s Gaiety Theatre on
Friday, May 13, 1977, setting a new
standard for female impersonation
productions.
El Cortez
In November 1953, world-famous impersonator Lynne Carter,
noted for his dead-on impersonations of female icons such as Pearl
Bailey, opened in the Pirate’s Den
lounge at the downtown El Cortez
Hotel and Casino.
Flamingo
In July 1970, famed female impersonator and five-time Las Vegas
Entertainer of the Year Jim Bailey,
best known for his Judy Garland
impersonation, opened in the Flamingo Casino Theatre where he
performed to sold-out audiences.
Stardust
The Superstar Aid for AIDS
Benefit, sponsored by Aid for AIDS
of Nevada, took place in the Continental Theatre at the Stardust on
June 14, 1987, and featured numerous celebrity performers.
Sahara
On November 3, 1953, controversial transgender performer
Christine Jorgensen, billed as “The
World’s Most Talked-about Person-

ality,” opened in the Sahara Hotel’s
Congo Room.
“Las Vegas is known as the Entertainment Capital of the World,
and the LGBT community has
made invaluable contributions to
this city through the years,” says
Rob McCoy, president and chief
executive officer, Neon Museum.
“We are pleased to help illuminate
Las Vegas’ diverse history through
the signs in our collection.”
Day and night tours of the Neon
Museum are available. All tours are
guided, last approximately one hour
and advance reservations are recommended.
For more information about the
Neon Museum’s tours, photo shoots
and special events, go to
www.neonmuseum.org or call
(702) 387-6366.
*****
VEGAS FIRE & RESCUE
CHARITABLE ASSOCIATION
TO HOLD ANNUAL POKER
TOURNAMENT AT
PLANET HOLLYWOOD
The Vegas Fire and Rescue
Charitable Association, Inc.
(VFRCA), which benefits active
and retired fire and rescue personnel, says stakes will be high at its
annual Don Vines Memorial No
Limit Poker Tournament.
The poker-for-a-cause event,
hosted at Planet Hollywood, returns
with a chance to snag a seat to the
2017 World Series of Poker main
event.
On Saturday, July 1st , the
VFRCA will host fellow
firefighters, neighbors, local celebrities and poker enthusiasts alike at
its celebrated annual poker tournament, with proceeds benefitting active and retired fire and rescue personnel.

The 2017 VFRCA poker tournament competitors will bet their
chips for firefighters and on fun at
Planet Hollywood’s exclusive Mezzanine floor.
The event starts at 2 p.m. and is
open to the public.
The $200 buy-in includes the
chance to win tiered-cash prizes; the
winner of the tournament is guaranteed a $10,000 seat to the World
Series of Poker main event.
“The Vegas Fire and Rescue
Charitable Association is excited to
turn the game of poker into a
friendly competition to support the
VFRCA’s cause to assist firefighters
and their families,” said Luis
Fonseca, Las Vegas Fire & Rescue
Fire Captain and Vice President of
VFRCA. “The VFRCA’s board
members are thrilled to partner with
such a distinguished property like
Planet Hollywood Resort & Casino
and are determined to come together with the community to hit
our goal of raising $30,000 total
buy-in by registering 150 participants.”
For more information regarding
the “ 2017 VFRCA Don Vines Memorial No Limit Poker Tournament
” event at Planet Hollywood Resort
& Casino, visit www.vfrca.org. Participants may buy-in at the main
Mezzanine floor the day of the tournament.
*****

FANTASY TURNS UP THE
HEAT WITH SIZZLING
SUMMER SPECIAL
The ladies of FANTASY, Luxor
Hotel and Casino’s award-winning
adult revue, invite Nevada locals to
turn up the heat this summer with a
sizzling two-for-one ticket special
available now through Thursday,
Aug. 31.
The seductive show will offer
guests with a valid Nevada ID two
tickets for the price of one.
Following the show, guests are
invited to a meet and greet opportunity with the cast for photos and
autographs.
Tickets are available for purchase at the Luxor box office,
online at fantasyluxor.com or by
calling 702.262.4400.
*****
ADDITIONAL SHOW DATES
ADDED FOR LOVITZ/
CARVEY REUNION
AT THE FOUNDRY
The Foundry inside SLS Las
Vegas has announced additional
show dates for “Reunited,” featuring seasoned comedians Jon Lovitz
and Dana Carvey, for Friday, Nov.
3 and Saturday, Nov. 4.
Other show dates include:
—Friday, June 30 and Saturday,
July 1
—Friday, Sept. 1 and Saturday,
Sept. 2
—Friday, Oct. 6 and Saturday,
Oct. 7
—Friday, Oct. 27 and Saturday,
Oct. 28
The stand-up comedy residency
show will continue to feature impressions, lively musical numbers
and the comedians’ most notable
past sketches. Known for immortalizing some of the most iconic
characters in comedy during de-

cades of shows, movies, and standups, the former Saturday Night Live
stars will continue to make Las Vegas laugh for one extra weekend
with their hilarious antics.
Tickets for “Reunited” start at
$49, not including taxes and fees,
and are on sale now. VIP packages

including before the show meetand-greets are also available for
purchase. Doors open at 8 p.m. for
this 21+ event. For more information and to purchase tickets and
packages, visit foundrylv.com.
SLS Las Vegas always offers
complimentary covered parking
and valet services. More information is available at slslasvegas.com.
*****
LIFE TIME CLUBS TO
CELEBRATE SUMMER
SOLSTICE WITH
POOLSIDE YOGA
Grab a mat, and head to Life
Time’s Las Vegas health resorts in

Green Valley and Summerlin to celebrate the longest day of the year
with a ‘Solstice Bliss’ yoga event,
held from 6 to 8 p.m. on Thursday,
June 22.
The 90-minute sampler class
will consist of each of Life Time’s
signature yoga formats, accompanied by live music.
Following the practice, attendees will rejuvenate on Life Time’s
expansive, resort-style pool deck
with chilled kombucha; fresh fruit
and vegetables; ice water infused
with lemons, limes and cucumbers.
Participants will also receive individual gift bags filled with Mala
bead bracelets and essential oil
samples.
Members and non-members of
Life Time are welcome to participate in the revitalizing event. Registration is priced at $15 per person
for members and $20 per person for
non-members.
The transformative celebration
will highlight Life Time’s newly revamped signature yoga formats: Be
(meditation), Root (fundamentals),
Flow (Vinyasa) and Surrender
(Yin).
During the first section of class,
students will engage in silent observation with Be, which brings
focus to the natural breath through
inhaling and exhaling through the
nose.
In the second section of class,
students will feel the functionality
of pressing into the ground to help
engage muscles during Root.
The third section will feature
Flow, a combination of both free
and guided Vinyasa pose sequences. Surrender will seal the
practice with a quiet Savasana for
the fourth and final format of class.
Registration and more information is available by calling or visiting the Member Services desk at
both Life Time fitness centers. The
phone number for Life Time
Summerlin is 702.228.2611, and
Life Time Green Valley is
702.802.7300.
Jerry Fink is an entertainment
columnist for the Las Vegas Tribune
newspaper and writes a weekly column. To contact Fink, email him at
jfink@ lasvegastribune.com.

&
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Interview with Shawn Barker starring in
“Man in Black: Tribute to Johnny Cash”
By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by Shawn Barker
Shawn Barker’s “Man in Black:
Tribute to Johnny Cash” brings
most of Johnny Cash’s famous
songs the public enjoyed.
Shawn: “The title of my show
was taken from in the ’60s. Johnny
wore a black suit, black clothes and
became known as the man in
black.”
SZ: “Much of Johnny’s music
had that dark feeling. He was one
of the people.”
Shawn: “Some did have a darker
tone to them. His music was widely
accepted by everyday Americans.”
SZ: “Johnny Cash was the bestselling singer of all time with over
90 million albums sold.”
Shawn: “He had a lot of music
out there. His bands crossed quite
a few generations.”
SZ: “When did you begin your
Johnny Cash tributes?
Shawn: “Almost 15 years ago, I
performed Elvis Tributes before
and sent an audition tape to “Million Dollar Quartet.”
SZ: “You were discovered?”
Shawn: “They requested that I
try out for the Johnny Cash part. I
was cast as Johnny Cash and became one of the original members
of “Million Dollar Quartet on
Broadway.”
SZ: “Which of his songs do you
like best?”
Shawn: “I like them all — the
standards, the ones he was famous
for: “Ring of Fire,” “I Walk the
Line,” “Folsom Prison Blues” and
even those he performed later with
his wife, June Carter, in the ’90s.
Each song is different in its own
way. I like his music and can’t
choose just one of them.”

Shawn: “My tribute is a fullscale Las Vegas-style show”
SZ: “What can the public expect?”
Shawn: “This is not just like a
bar room band, it’s a full
“Legend’s” type of show. Eight
people are on the stage with me, a
full band and video back-up.
There’s a lot of money invested in
the show. It’s everything you would
expect to see at a Las Vegas show.”
SZ: “I like mixing the show with
videos that adds so much.”
Shawn: “It gives a nice aesthetic
look with video and a live show.”
SZ: “Are you touring now?”
Shawn: “I have toured Australia, Germany, France and Canada
and am ready to head out on the
road almost all month then back to
Las Vegas to do two shows, the next
day I’m flying to Mississippi.”
Showtime is 8 p.m. Tickets start
at $15.95 plus tax and fees, and can
be purchased by calling
Ticketmaster at 800-745-3000;
online at www.orleanscasino.com;
or in-person at gift shops inside The
Orleans, Suncoast, Gold Coast and
Sam’s Town. Tickets may also be
purchased the day of the show (depending on availability) at the
venue box office.
Award-winning Syndicated Columnist Sandy Zimmerman features
Show and Dining Reviews, Travel,
Health, Spas, Luxury Resorts and
more. Sandy is talk show host of
Sandy Zimmerman’s Las Vegas
TV.com streaming and Discover the
Ultimate Vacation television travel
specials. If you would like to suggest any topics for articles, request
information or to ask questions
about Sandy’s articles, call 702515-0846 or email Sandy at
sandyzimm2003@yahoo.com.
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CITY BEAT

Carlos L. Martinez & Darrio J. Hall Family Pool
889 N. Pecos Road — 702-229-1755

Garside Pool
250 S. Torrey Pines Drive — 702-229-6393

Municipal Pool
431 E Bonanza Rd. – 702-229-6309

Pavilion Center Pool
101 S. Pavilion Center Drive — 702-229-1488

Baker Pool
1100 E. St. Louis Ave. — 702-229-1532

Doolittle Pool
1950 N. J St. — 702-229-6398

Las Vegas pools open for summer season
Carlos L. Martinez & Darrio J.
Hall Family Pool at Gary Reese
Freedom Park, Garside Pool, Pavilion Center Pool and Municipal Pool
opened Memorial Day before opening full time for the summer season June 11. At the pool at Gary
Reese Freedom Park and Pavilion
Center Pool, hours will be noon to
5 p.m. May 27-29 and June 3, 4 and
11; Garside Pool will be open those
same days noon to 4 p.m. Pavilion
Center Pool will be open the holiday weekend from noon to 5 p.m.
Saturday and 7 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Friday and Monday for all-ages
swimming. For the holiday weekend, Municipal Pool will be closed
Friday-Sunday for a swim meet,
opening 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 7 to 9
p.m. Monday. From 4 to 7 p.m. May
29, Municipal Pool will offer limited lanes for adults-only lap swim.
Summer pool hours will be:
—Carlos L. Martinez &
Darrio J. Hall Family Pool at Gary
Reese Freedom Park, 889 N. Pecos
Road, 702-229-1755 — June 11Aug. 13, this pool will be open for
recreational swim Monday-Friday
noon-4 p.m. and 6-9 p.m., and Saturday-Sunday, noon to 5 p.m. The
pool also will be open Aug. 19-20,
Aug. 26-27 and Sept. 2-4, noon to
5 p.m.
—Garside Pool, 250 S. Torrey
Pines Drive, 702-229-6393 —
Garside will be open daily for recreational swimming June 11-Aug.
13, with Monday-Friday hours
noon-4 p.m. and 6-9 p.m., as well
as Saturday and Sunday, noon-5
p.m. The pool also will be open
Aug. 19-20, Aug. 26-27 and Sept.
2-4, noon to 5 p.m.
—Municipal Pool, 431 E Bonanza Rd., 702-229-6309, will be
open for recreational swimming
through Sept. 4 from 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. and 7 to 9 p.m. Monday
through Friday, as well as noon to
6 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. From
4 to 7 p.m. Monday through Friday,
there are limited lanes for adultsonly lap swim.
—Pavilion Center Pool, 101 S.
Pavilion Center Drive, 702-2291488 — Recreational swim open
June 12-Aug. 13, Monday-Friday,
noon to 4 p.m. and 7 to 9 p.m.; Saturday-Sunday noon to 5 p.m. Limited adult lap swim is open Monday-Friday 5 a.m.-noon and 4-7
p.m., and Saturdays, 8 a.m.-noon.
—Baker Pool, 1100 E. St. Louis
Ave., 702-229-1532 — June 12Aug. 12; Monday-Friday 3 to 7
p.m., Saturdays 2 to 6 p.m.
—Doolittle Pool, 1950 N. J St.,
702-229-6398 — June 12-Aug. 12,
Monday-Saturday, 1 to 5 p.m.
Daily fees at all pools are $2 for
ages 4-17; $3 for ages 18-49; $2 for
ages 50+; and free for ages 0-3. Allsummer pool passes, valid Memorial Day weekend through Labor
Day, also are available for purchase.
Pass prices are $40 for a child under 18 years old or a senior age 50+;
$120 for a family* of up to 6 people,
and $75 for an adult age 18-49.
*Only immediate family members
allowed, up to a maximum of six;
must be registered on the pass.
Passes good for open swim at
each of our six swimming pool venues, valid Memorial Day through

Labor Day.
Each pool will offer private,
semi-private and small group swimming lessons. Private lessons are
$125, semi-private lessons (twothree students) are $65, and group
lessons (four or more students) are
$25-$30 ($5 at select pools), for five
or six 45-minute lessons. Swim lesson sessions begin the week of June
12 at most pools. Each pool also
will offer novice competitive swimming, diving, synchronized swimming and water polo teams for ages
7-17 for only $35 for the entire
nine-week summer pool season.
Registration for swimming lessons
and team participation is open until full. See all the information
online
at
www.lasvegasparksandrec.com
(click on “Aquatics” or “Beyond
the Neon Guide” for details).
For more information, call 702229-PLAY or the Municipal Pool
at 702-229-6309. Financial assistance is available for qualified families. Ask for a financial assistance
application at the pool.
*****

Commerce Street becomes
one-way southbound
between Charleston and
Oakey Boulevards
The city of Las Vegas will be
removing and replacing the west
half of the Commerce Street roadway surface between Charleston
Boulevard and Oakey Boulevard,
resulting in one-way southbound
traffic only that began Thursday
June 8, 2017. Here are the most
important things to note:
—One-way southbound traffic
only along Commerce Street between Charleston and Oakey. This
is a permanent change, not just
during construction.
—Charleston eastbound traffic
will have access to Commerce
south of Charleston.
—Charleston westbound traffic
will not have access to Commerce
during construction.
—Main Street will remain open
to northbound and southbound traffic at this time.
Upon completion of the Main
Street Phase 2 project in summer
2018, Main and Commerce streets
will form a one-way couplet between Las Vegas Boulevard and
Bonneville, with traffic flowing
northbound on Main and southbound on Commerce. When completed, both streets will have enhanced pedestrian safety, wider
sidewalks, bike lanes, additional
landscaping and curb extensions.
See the renderings. Funding is provided by the Regional Transportation Commission of Southern Nevada, the city of Las Vegas and Fuel
Revenue Indexing.
The contractor is Las Vegas Paving Corporation. Those with questions or concerns during the work
should call 702-448-9100.
*****

Caesars Entertainment
Executive and Former Las
Vegas Mayor Jan Jones
Blackhurst joins LVGEA
Board of Directors
The Las Vegas Global Economic
Alliance (LVGEA) recently announced that former Las Vegas
mayor and current Caesars Entertainment Executive Jan Jones
Blackhurst was unanimously voted
into its Board of Directors—the
largest C-level business board in the
state, consisting of the region’s top
public, private, business and community leaders charged with expanding and diversifying the regional economy of Southern Nevada.
“The LVGEA is the region’s
leading organization focused on
raising the standards for businesses
and our residents, which is why I’m
honored to join their board of di-

rectors,” said Jan Jones-Blackhurst,
Executive Vice President of Public
Policy and Corporate Responsibility. “Communities grow when there
are good jobs, and I look forward
to working with the LVGEA to support their vision and the continued
growth of our economy.”
“We are absolutely thrilled to
have Jan Jones Blackhurst join our
Board of Directors,” said LVGEA
CEO Jonas Peterson. “Jan is an influential champion for Southern
Nevada and a highly respected
leader within the gaming and hospitality industry. She brings a
wealth of insight and experience to
our team.”
Blackhurst is Executive Vice
President of Public Policy and Corporate Responsibility for Caesars
Entertainment and is a longtime
political and business leader, who
became Las Vegas’ first female
mayor in 1991. After joining
Caesars Entertainment in 1999, her
efforts have helped to create a diverse and inclusive workplace, advance environmental stewardship
and advocate for important social
issues. Under her guidance, she
grew the industry’s first Responsible Gaming practices, making
Caesars the first casino to roll out
an industry code of commitment.
Furthermore, with Blackhursts’
leadership, Caesars earned a 100
percent perfect score in the Human
Rights Campaign Corporate Equality Index for ten consecutive years.

With a passion for charitable
causes, she also plays a role as
Chair of the Caesars Foundation.
Blackhurst is the second to recently join the LVGEA’s Board of
Directors who represents a key
player in the casino-entertainment
industry. In March, MGM Resorts
International Senior Vice President
and Chief Sustainability Officer
Cindy Ortega was added to the
board.
*****
Juneteenth and
Father’s Day Celebration
(ages 50+)
Thursday, June 15, 11 a.m. to 1
p.m. Advance registration required.
Cost: $6 per person.
Doolittle Senior Center, 1930 N.
J St., 702-229-6125.
Take time out to show appreciation for fathers and learn some facts
and trivia about Juneteenth. Enjoy
an afternoon of good food and great
fun.
*****
South of the
Border Luncheon
(ages 50+)
Friday, June 16, 11:30 a.m. to 1
p.m. Advance registration required.
Cost: $6.
Lieburn Senior Center; 6230
Garwood Ave., 702-229-1600.
Enjoy enchiladas with rice,
beans, chips, salsa and dessert. Call
702-229-1600 for registration and
information
*****
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Getting comfortable with failure
By Doug Dickerson
I have not failed. I have found
10,000 ways that won’t work. —
Thomas Edison
As a leader, chances are, you’ve
had a run-in or two with failure. If
not, be patient. I say that not to be
pessimistic or to discourage you. I
say that to challenge and prepare
you for great adventures that lie
before you.
Failure. What’s the first thing
that comes to mind when you hear
that word? Unfortunately, some
people make the mistake of applying false labels to people who fail.
They see them as failures rather
than a success in progress.
In his book, “Chase The Lion,”
author Mark Batterson gives an inspiring description of what it means
to fail. He writes:
The cure for the fear of failure
isn’t success. The cure for the fear
of failure is failure in small enough
doses that we build up an immunity
to it. God is in the business of helping us overcome our fears, but He
often does it by bringing us face to
face with our worst fears. He graciously brings us back to the place

DOUG DICKERSON
of failure, and then, He not only
helps us pick up the broken pieces
but He also puts them back together
again.
That description, especially as it
applies to the fear of failure, is an
important lesson every leader must
learn. As a leader, you will have to
face down your failures, and confront them if you want to grow to
the next level.
Regardless of where you are in
your leadership journey, and wherever that path leads you — be it in

business, sales, technology, management, customer service, etc. you
must find your cure for failure and
build up your immunity to defeat
it. Here are a few ways to do it.
Develop a resilient attitude
Developing a resilient attitude is
hard work. But most of that battle
is won when we change our attitudes.
It reminds me the story of the
two shoe salesmen years ago who
left for the Caribbean islands from
Chicago. Upon arrival, they discovered that no one wore shoes. One
salesman phoned back to the home
office and notified them that he was
returning to Chicago, “no one here
wears shoes,” he said. The other
man phoned back to the home office with excitement, “Send more
shoes, no one here wears them!”
Both men saw the same thing. One
through the lens of a negative attitude, the other through a positive
one.
The difference between your
success and failure will often be determined by your attitude. Develop
resilience in this area and you will
develop an immunity to failure.

BEHIND THE MIKE

The rest of the story

By Michael Aun
One can’t help but wonder...
what if your paternal and maternal
grandparents came to this country
with nothing but a dream in their
hearts and enough money to pass
through Ellis Island?
Do you think they were afraid,
brave or just plain foolish? Both of
my sets of grandparents in our home
hailed from Beirut, Lebanon. The
most valuable asset they possessed
was a vision and aspiration to taste
freedom.
I only met my paternal grandparents once in my life so my knowledge of them was limited. I know
they settled in Paterson, New Jersey and like so many immigrants,
struggled to make ends meet in the
“silk city.” It was known for that
because silk was the principal
source of income for the inhabitants.
My maternal grandfather headed
south to Miami to seek his fortune.
However, he ran out of funds in
Columbia, SC. He paused to earn
enough money to resume his journey, but fate would have it that he
settled in nearby Lexington, SC and
that is the rest of the story.
With little money, no education
and unable to speak the language,
what did those first generation
Americans face? Most of the Irish
settled in northeastern states and
became cops or firefighters, not out
of some sense of duty, but because
no one wanted those high-risk professions.
Like other high-risk jobs such as
mining coal, those jobs fell to those
who had the fewest options because
of language and other economic
barriers. Most but not all immigrants were not exactly welcomed
in the early 1900s.
Americans were wary of them
because of the competition for employment. In short, they faced

MICHAEL A. AUN

prejudice and mistrust. Some
would argue not a lot has changed
in the past 100 years.
America is the melting pot of the
world. When I hear or read of prejudice against legal immigrants, my
first question to those folks is to
ask, “From which tribe of American Indians do you hail?” No Indian blood? Then pipe down. The
vast majority of Americans were
once just visitors.
Many immigrants tended to
cluster into communities where
others of their ilk settled. Paterson,
NJ was something of a conclave of
Lebanese like my grandfather
George Aoun. The immigration officer said “too many vowels” so
they dropped the “o” in the last
name.
My maternal grandfather, Elias
Skaff by name, took on the last
name Mack because the immigration officer told him “Look mac,
you need to change that last name.”
I suspect it might have been a
little easier to immigrate to America
in those days, but many of the fears
then are similar to those of today.
Religious groups like Catholics
were a despised minority. Some
groups felt the Pope was trying to
take over America.

Not a lot has changed. When I
offered my candidacy for the House
of Representatives in South Carolina in 1980, I recall someone
phoned into a popular radio show
called “Time to Talk” and posed the
question to the host Bill Benton,
“Will the Pope tell him how to
vote?” Seriously, just because I am
a Catholic?
The daring of our forefathers to
legally immigrate to a brave new
world had to be both painstaking
and frightening. Most people who
are second, third or fourth generation Americans cannot even identify with the dreadful plight of their
ancestors, many of whom were escaping unspeakable horrors of their
own homeland.
It took guts to come and imagination to survive. The majority had
no education. Being of Lebanese
descent, it is in our blood to be entrepreneurial in nature. My maternal grandfather was a merchant.
My own father was an artist by
trade. Before being drafted to fight
in World War II, he had a string of
29 movie houses in the New Jersey
area under contract. He would go
to a movie, sketch out a scene, and
paint an original marquee on the
outside of the movie house to promote the flick.
When the offset press was invented, he was out of business. By
that time he was off to war in North
Africa to become an Arabic interpreter for General Dwight D.
Eisenhower.
And that, as my late friend Paul
Harvey, CPAE Speaker Hall of
Fame would say,“Was the rest of the
story.”
*****
Michael Aun is a syndicated columnist and writes a weekly column
for this newspaper. To contact
Michael Aun, email him at
maun@lasvegastribune.com.

Develop the right
perspective
While attitude has to do with
how you see yourself in your
present circumstances, your perspective is how you see yourself
through it. It’s all about thinking
long.
Look back on your own history
for a moment. Think back to a time
when you were going through a
challenging or difficult time.
Chances are your attitude at the
time may not reflect your perspective on it now. The difference is
time and distance. It’s much easier
to look back at a difficult time
you’ve come through than it is to
see light at the end of the tunnel
when going through it.
Never allow your present fears
or failures to cloud your perspective. You will come through your
difficult times and with the right
perspective you can see them for
what they were–stepping stones to
your success.
Develop resilient courage
The formula for courage looks

like this: A (Attitude) + P (Perspective) = C (Courage). Your ability to
face down your fears and recover
from failure takes courage. What
will set you apart from your colleagues and give you the advantage
over your competitors is courage.
“We don’t develop courage by
being happy everyday,” writes Barbara De Angelis, “ We develop it
by surviving difficult times and
challenging adversity”. And this is
the place on your leadership journey you must arrive at. It’s when
you survive difficult times that you
grow strong as a leader.
Resilient courage is developed
over time. It’s a process. None of
us likes failure, and we all wrestle
with our fears. But failure doesn’t
have to be fatal or forever. It’s simply a marker on our road to success.
Don’t give up!
*****
Doug Dickerson is a syndicated
columnist. He writes a weekly column for this newspaper. To contact
Doug Dickerson, email him at
ddickerson@ lasvegastribune.com.

Sundays from 12.30 to 2 p.m.
Please call 702-706-6875 for information
and directions to the study group
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SOCIAL SECURITY AWARENESS

Average senior’s Social Security
check to increase a measly $4 in 2017
By Philip Moeller
Social Security’s annual cost of
living adjustment, or COLA, will
be only 0.3 percent in 2017, it was
announced. The COLA is pegged
to consumer price inflation in the
year that ended last September. The
announcement follows a zero 2016
COLA. This year’s slight increase
will also raise other benchmarks,
Social Security said, including the
annual wage ceiling subject to payroll taxes. It will rise to $127,200
from $118,500 this year.
The price index used to set the
COLA measures consumer prices
paid by everyone in urban areas. It
has long been criticized for failing
to reflect the actual inflation of
prices for things that older Americans consume, especially health
care.
“Over the past eight years, the
current COLA formula has led to
average increases of just over 1
percent, with three of those years
seeing no increase at all,” the National Committee to Preserve Social Security & Medicare said. “For
the average senior, the 2017 COLA
will mean an extra $4.00 per month
which would barely cover the average cost of one Lipitor pill, a prescription drug frequently prescribed
to seniors.”
Besides disappointing Social
Security beneficiaries for a second
straight year, the meager COLA
will once again trigger Social
Security’s complicated “hold harmless” rules that involve Part B
Medicare premiums. These premiums are projected to rise much
more next year than COLA benefit
increases.
The hold harmless rule says that
Social Security benefits cannot be
reduced from one year to the next.
This is normally no big deal. But
anyone on Social Security and
Medicare must, by law, have their
Medicare Part B premiums (which
insure doctor and other outpatient
expenses) deducted from their Social Security payments. Again, this
is normally not a problem. If Medicare premiums rise, they are simply paid out of higher Social Security benefits generated by that
year’s COLA.
But a 0.3 percent COLA is too
small to pay those projected increases in Part B premiums. These
premiums are $104.90 a month this
year for most people and $121.80
for another large group of Medicare
beneficiaries. People now paying
these premiums out of their Social
Security payments will see their
entire COLA eaten up by the higher
Part B premiums.
As an example, a person receiving $1,500 in Social Security each
month would see this amount raised
in 2017 by $4.50, or 0.3 percent.
Their Part B premiums also would
rise by this amount, leaving their
Social Security benefit the same as
this year.
However, only about 70 percent
of Medicare beneficiaries are held
harmless. The other 30 percent
would see their Part B premiums
rise by a much larger amount in
2017. This group, Medicare explains, “consists of new enrollees
during the year, enrollees who do
not receive Social Security benefit

checks, enrollees with high incomes
who are subject to the income-related premium adjustment, and dual
Medicare-Medicaid beneficiaries
(whose premiums are paid by state
Medicaid programs.”)
Medicare is required by law to
collect about 25 percent of Part B
program expenses from Medicare
policyholders. Because 70 percent
of Medicare beneficiaries are held
harmless, the agency must collect

all higher beneficiary premiums
from the other 30 percent.
Last year, when the COLA for
2016 was set at zero, folks who
were not held harmless initially
faced 2015 Part B premium increases exceeding 50 percent.
Eventually, Congress stepped in
and floated a $7.5 billion loan to
Medicare. This limited the blow to
folks not held harmless, although
they still faced a 2016 Part B pre-

mium increase of 15 percent. Senior advocacy groups are pushing
for similar help this year.
In its annual report, the Medicare trustees said Part B premiums
for those not held harmless would
need to rise to $149 a month to comply with Medicare’s rules. That projection was based on the trustees’
projection of a 0.2 percent COLA.
The slightly larger actual COLA
will reduce that $149 premium, but
not by much, noted Dan Adcock,
director of government relations
and policy for the National Committee.
In addition to higher premiums
for those not held harmless, the
Medicare trustees have projected a
big increase in the annual deductible that all Medicare enrollees
must pay for Part B covered expenses before their Medicare insurance begins paying claims. It is
$166 this year and is projected at
$204 next year.
When the official 2016 COLA
was announced last October, Congress was still in session and could

move with relative speed to enact a
fix for this year. However, Congress
is not scheduled to be back in session until after the elections. This
delay will, among other things, create a lot of headaches for the Social Security Administration, which
must program any changes into its
computers and 2017 benefits process.
Sylvia Burwell, head of the U.S.
Department of Health and Human
Services, has some discretion to
mitigate higher Medicare costs for
beneficiaries, Adcock noted. But
Congress must act to head off largescale hikes.
Phil Moeller is the author of
“Get What’s Yours for Medicare:
Maximize Your Coverage, Minimize
Your Costs” and the co-author of
the updated edition of The New York
Times bestseller “How to Get
What’s Yours: The Revised Secrets
to Maxing Out Your Social Security,” with Making Sen$e’s Paul
Solman and Larry Kotlikoff. On
Twitter @PhilMoeller or via email: medicarephil@gmail.com.
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Eight ways to increase your Social Security benefits

Maximizing your Social Security check is probably easier than you realize.

By Sean Williams
Motley Fool
Whether you realize it or not,
Social Security is a critical program
for a majority of our nation’s retirees. What was designed by the federal government to be a supplemental income program in the 1930s has
turned into a social program that
slightly more than 60 percent of
seniors rely on for at least half of
their monthly income.
According to a study conducted
by the Center on Budget and Policy
Priorities, without Social Security
income, the estimated poverty rate
among seniors would be expected
to spike above 40 percent. With Social Security income, the senior
poverty rate is less than 9 percent.
Yet in spite of its importance,
Americans’ understanding of Social
Security, and most importantly how
to increase their eventual payouts,
is subpar at best. Today, we’re going to look at eight ways you can
increase your Social Security benefit during retirement. While not all
of these pathways may apply to
you, there’s bound to be a nugget
or two of wisdom that could help
you maximize your Social Security
income.
1. Work in a high-paying field/
job
The Social Security Administration (SSA) takes three things into
account when calculating your benefit. This first factor of interest is
your average earnings history. In
other words, the more you earn, the
bigger your payout, up to a certain
point. The maximum monthly benefit payable under Social Security
is $2,687 as of 2017, and this figure tends to somewhat correlate
with inflation. If you work in a
high-demand industry and land a
well-paying job, or go to school to
learn an in-demand skill, you’ll be
setting yourself up for a solid
monthly check come retirement.
2. Work for longer than 35
years
The second factor that the SSA
considers when calculating your
Social Security benefit is your
length of work history. The SSA
averages your 35 highest-earning
years when calculating your
monthly payout, which on the surface means you should work at least
35 years if you don’t want $0’s averaged in for each year less of 35
that you worked.
But it’s generally not a bad idea
to consider working well beyond 35
years. Chances are you lacked the
skill set necessary to garner a high
wage in your teens or early 20s. By
your 60s you’ll likely have plenty
of work experience, which could
translate to a higher annual wage
even after adjusting for inflation
and lift your overall earning average over your 35 highest-earning
years.
3. Wait to claim benefits for as
long as economically feasible
Arguably the most important
consideration is the age that you
claim Social Security benefits.
Qualifying seniors (those who’ve
earned at least 40 lifetime work
credits) are allowed to begin taking benefits at age 62, or any age
thereafter. However, the SSA
dangles a pretty tasty carrot if you
hold off on enrolling for benefits.
For each year you wait, your
monthly benefit grows by approximately 8 percent, up until age 70.
This means an individual claiming
at age 70 can earn up to 76 percent
more than an individual claiming at

age 62 with an identical work history and earnings history.
Also critical to know is your full

retirement age (FRA), or the age at
which the SSA deems you eligible
to receive 100 percent of your

monthly benefit. It’s determined by
your birth year, with the newest retirees born in 1955 having an FRA

of 66 years and two months. If you
claim before this age, your benefit
will be permanently reduced for
life. If you wait until after this age,
you can net an even larger monthly
check.
4. Consider a Social Security
do-over
Another option to consider, especially for baby boomers with
poor saving habits, is a “do-over”
known as Form SSA-521 — officially, the “Request for Withdrawal
of Application.” If you’ve regretted your decision to take Social Security benefits early (and 60 percent
of seniors do file for benefits between ages 62 and 64, ensuring they
receive a permanent reduction in
their monthly payout), Form SSA521 may allow you the opportunity
to undo your filing.
The two catches? First you’ll
have to file Form SSA-521 no later
than 12 months after you begin receiving benefits. The other impor(See Williams, Page 27)
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Ten best places to retire on Social Security alone
The typical monthly payment is often enough to cover basic retirement costs in these cities.

By Emily Brandon
U.S. News Staff Writer
The average monthly Social
Security payment was $1,341 in
January 2016. That’s enough income for a married couple each receiving this amount to cover basic
expenses such as housing, food,
transportation, health care and utilities in some parts of the country,
according to a U.S. News analysis
of Census Bureau and Bureau of
Labor Statistics data. The analysis
also factored in crime rates, access
to health care and recreation opportunities. Consider these places
where two Social Security checks
are likely to pay for basic retirement costs.
Boise, Idaho
Idaho’s state capital has plenty
of affordable housing, costing retirees with a paid-off home a median of just $351 per month. For
that low housing cost, retirees have
access to a variety of amenities and
entertainment. Idaho residents age
60 or older can register for classes
at Boise State University for the
bargain rate of $5 per credit hour
(plus a $20 registration fee per semester). Or you could relax and
stroll through a museum or enjoy
the outdoor scenery. Seniors also
get discounts to the Boise Art Museum, Zoo Boise, Bogus Basin ski
area and on many Boise State sporting events. Best of all, a stroll or
bike ride on the 25-mile greenbelt
along the Boise River, which runs
through the center of the city, is free
for everyone.
Homeowner costs with a mortgage: $1,016 (Homeowner costs
with a paid-off house: $351) (Median rent: $781)
Cape Coral, Florida
Waterfront property is a way of
life in Cape Coral, which has over
400 miles of canals as well as access to the Gulf of Mexico and the
Caloosahatchee River. You could
easily spend your days boating,
fishing or walking along the beach.
But a house on or near the water
won’t cost you a fortune. Median
homeownership costs for people
age 65 and older are $1,251 with a
mortgage and $558 without one.
The median rent is $983 per month.
Many snowbird retirees reside in
Cape Coral seasonally due to the
pleasant winter weather. An added
bonus: There’s no state income tax
in Florida.
Homeowner costs with a mortgage: $1,251 (Homeowner costs
with a paid-off house: $558) (Median rent: $983)
Colorado Springs, Colorado
The natural wonders will draw
you into this Rocky Mountain city.
Retirees can linger among the scenic beauty at Pikes Peak, Seven
Falls and Garden of the Gods, or
find a volunteer position or parttime job sharing these mountain
views with tourists. Athletes from
across the country come to Colorado Springs to train at the U.S.
Olympic Complex, and seniors can
visit the facility at a discounted rate.
Retirees who have paid off their
mortgages get to live in this highelevation mountain town for the
bargain price of $393 per month.
Older homeowners with a mortgage ($1,221) and renters ($827)
pay more.
Homeowner costs with a mortgage: $1,221 (Homeowner costs
with a paid-off house: $393) (Median rent: $827)
Dayton, Ohio
When selecting a retirement
spot, it’s important to make sure
that doctors and hospitals will be

there if you need them. Dayton’s
largest employers are health care
providers, and the city has several
hospitals U.S. News has rated as
high performing for specific procedures and conditions, including
Miami Valley Hospital, Kettering
Medical Center and Good Samaritan Hospital and Health Center. But
living near a variety of health care
options doesn’t have to cost a lot,
ranging from a median of $469 for

Howard Street Bridge over Spokane Falls, Spokane, Washington

retirees with a paid-off house to
$659 for renters and $1,080
monthly for seniors with a mortgage. Aviation buffs and air force
retirees will enjoy the National
Aviation Hall of Fame and the Dayton Aviation Heritage National Historical Park. The famous Wright
brothers were Dayton natives.
Homeowner costs with a mortgage: $1,080 (Homeowner costs
with a paid-off house: $469) (Me-

dian rent: $659)
Grand Rapids, Michigan
Grand Rapids is known for its
impressive arts scene, which includes Frederik Meijer Gardens and
Sculpture Park, the Grand Rapids
Art Museum and the Urban Institute for Contemporary Arts. The
hometown of President Gerald Ford
also has many outdoor recreation
opportunities, including the Grand
River and nearby Lake Michigan.

The area has a booming health care
industry, and Spectrum Health is a
major employer and service provider. Housing costs are relatively
low, with older homeowners paying a median of $1,113 with a mortgage and $434 without one. Retiree
renters pay a median of $726 per
month to live in the Grand Rapids
area.
Homeowner costs with a mort(See Brandon, Page 27)
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(Continued from Page 26)
gage: $1,113 (Homeowner costs
with a paid-off house: $434) (Median rent: $726)
Pittsburgh
A sports fans paradise, locals can
root for the Pirates, Steelers and
Penguins. The area is home to several major colleges, including
Carnegie Mellon University and the
University of Pittsburgh. UPMC
Shadyside is ranked the 12th best
hospital in the nation by U.S. News.
But these big-city amenities are
coupled with relatively low housing prices. Costs for older
homeowners range from $1,069
with a mortgage to $468 without
one. The median rent for retirees is
$617 per month. Seniors age 65 or
over can also ride the bus, T or Mon
Incline for free.
Homeowner costs with a mortgage: $1,069 (Homeowner costs
with a paid-off house: $468) (Median rent: $617)
Richmond, Virginia
While northern Virginia has very
high housing costs that aren’t likely
to be covered by Social Security
alone, costs drop significantly a
little farther south in Richmond.
The median retiree homeowner
pays $1,282 per month with a mortgage, which drops to $465 among
older residents who have paid off
their homes. The median rent for

senior citizens is $905 monthly.
Virginia’s capital city is divided by
the James River, which has
whitewater rapids running through
town. The area also has several
well-regarded hospitals, including
the Virginia Commonwealth University Medical Center.
Homeowner costs with a mortgage: $1,282 (Homeowner costs
with a paid-off house: $465) (Median rent: $905)
Rochester, New York
While the winters on the southern shore of Lake Ontario can be
cold and produce a prolific amount
of lake-effect snow, the low housing costs might keep you in town.
Older residents pay a median of
$1,179 per month with a mortgage
and $555 with a paid-off house.
Seniors who rent are charged a
median of $778 per month. Once
the snow thaws, the flowers will
bloom again and there is a large
Lilac Festival to celebrate. The city
boasts several major colleges, including the University of Rochester and the Rochester Institute of
Technology, and the highly rated
Strong Memorial Hospital.
Homeowner costs with a mortgage: $1,179 (Homeowner costs
with a paid-off house: $555) (Median rent: $778)
San Antonio
History buffs will delight in this

(Continued from Page 25)
ceiving benefits. The other important component is you’ll need to pay
back every cent in benefits you, and
other people receiving Social Security income based on your work history, have received. Doing so will
allow your filing to be undone, restoring your benefits to their previous growth of roughly 8 percent per
year.
5. Weigh your survivor benefit
option
While your Social Security
claiming decision could rightly be
viewed as one of the biggest personal decisions you’ll ever make, if
you’re married or have young children it could be an entirely different story. Your decision on when to
take benefits could impact what
your spouse or younger children
receive in survivor benefits.
For example, on average women
have a lower monthly payout than
men from Social Security. That’s
because more women than men
choose to stay home and raise their
children, as well as provide
caregiving services to sick friends
and relatives. This adversely affects
their income, which reduces their
Social Security benefit. But if their
higher-earning spouse passes away,
they’ll have the opportunity to trade
their benefit based on their own
work history for the survivor benefit based on their deceased
spouse’s work history, assuming the
survivor benefit is higher.
6. Use your ex-spouse to boost
your benefit
If you’re now divorced from
your spouse, but you were married
for at least 10 years, and you’re still
unmarried and of Social Security
claiming age (at least 62), you may
be able to claim spousal benefits
based on your former spouse’s earnings history. Best of all, it won’t
have any impact on what your exspouse receives on a monthly basis.
As with the survivor benefit, to
qualify for the ex-spouse option,
your benefit based on your work
history would have to be lower than
what you’d receive by claiming
spousal benefits from your exspouse.
7. Consider tax benefits and
where you retire
Retirees should also pay close
attention to tax benefits and where
they retire.
One little-known fact about Social Security is that your benefits
may indeed be subject to federal
taxation, as well as state taxation.
Individuals earning more than
$25,000 annually, and couples filing jointly with more than $32,000
in income, can have at least half of
their Social Security income exposed to federal taxation. The use
of a Roth IRA, which grows tax-free
for life and won’t count toward your
annual adjusted gross income regardless how much you withdraw,
can be useful in keeping your income below these federal tax
thresholds in retirement.
However, 13 states also tax Social Security benefits. Should you
choose to live in a state that taxes
Social Security benefits, you may
be required to hand over some of
your benefit. If you want to keep as
much of your Social Security income as possible, you’ll want to pay
close attention to where you retire.
8. Check your Social Security
earnings statement

Last, but not least, make a habit
of double-checking your Social Security earnings statements. If the
SSA has your earnings history incorrect, it could adversely affect
what you’re paid once you file for
benefits — and it’s a lot harder to
fix those errors after you begin receiving a monthly benefit check.
The good news is that staying on
top of your personal Social Security information is easier than ever.
Nearly all of this info can be found
via a My Social Security account.
Get in the habit of inspecting your
earnings history once annually to
ensure it’s accurate.
Sean Williams has been a Fool
since 2010, and a graduate from
UC San Diego with a B.A. in Economics, Sean specializes in the
healthcare sector and investment
planning. You’ll often find him writing about Obamacare, marijuana,
drug and device development, Social Security, taxes, retirement issues and general macroeconomic
topics of interest. Follow
@TMFUltraLong.
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old city that was colonized by the
Spanish in the early 1700s. The San
Antonio Missions were designated
a World Heritage site in 2015. San
Antonio is located on the southern
edge of the scenic terrain and vineyards of Texas hill country. Health
care is provided by the high-performing University Hospital. But
these amenities don’t cost a fortune
in San Antonio. Renters pay a median of $816 per month, while
homeowners face costs ranging
from a median of $1,146 monthly
with a mortgage to $430 per month
without one. Also, keep in mind that
Texas doesn’t have an income tax.
Homeowner costs with a mortgage: $1,146 (Homeowner costs

with a paid-off house: $430) (Median rent: $816)
Spokane, Washington
Spokane might be best suited to
active retirees who love the outdoors. The Spokane River runs
through town, and those who walk
and bike along it are treated to
views of several waterfalls, especially in the spring. Dams along the
river are used to generate hydroelectric power. Several nearby ski
resorts provide opportunities for
winter fun. High-performing hospitals include Providence Sacred
Heart Medical Center and
Children’s Hospital and Deaconess
Medical Center. Housing costs a
median of $1,130 for retirees with

a mortgage, but that drops to $425
per month among retirees who have
paid off their home. Renters pay a
median of $662 monthly.
Homeowner costs with a mortgage: $1,130 (Homeowner costs
with a paid-off house: $425) (Median rent: $662)
Emily Brandon is the senior editor for Retirement at U.S. News. She
has been writing about retirement
and aging issues for over a decade.
Her best retirement tips are collected in the new book “Pensionless: The 10-Step Solution for a
Stress-Free Retirement”. You can
contact her on Twitter, circle her on
Google+ or email her at
ebrandon@usnews.com.
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What You
Need To
Know
By Dr Nina Radcliff

Smart Snacking
By Dr. Nina Radcliff, MD
“To snack or not to snack. That
is the question” — Unknown
When we snack — eat in between meals—it can help us suppress our hunger pangs, give us a
boost of energy, and deliver needed
nutrients that help our body to function at its best. However, we must
do so wisely. Careless snacking that
occurs due to habit, boredom, stress
or frustration can create a landmine
and cause our waistline to explode.
Unfortunately, with the busy
lives we lead, we are victims to convenience. Many easy, grab-and-go
snacks, are loaded with calories, fat,
and salt, providing little to no nutritional value. While an occasional
treat is fine, consuming unhealthy
snacks consistently can contribute
to the development of a range of
health problems.
But it does not have to be that
way. When mindful snacking is kept
below 200 calories and is rich in
protein, fiber, and other nutrients,
it can be an invaluable tool to maintain an overall healthy lifestyle. And
while it may take a little planning
on our part, there are a number of
fun, tasty, and good-for-us snack
options.
Nuts are filled with protein, fiber, healthy fats, and important vitamins and minerals. Research has
shown that nuts can improve heart
health and weight, as well as lower
cholesterol levels and cancer risk.
When choosing to get “nutty,” there
are countless options and various
benefits. Walnuts contain the most
antioxidants of all nuts and are high
in omega-3 fatty acids and pistachios are high in fiber, for instance.
But when snacking, remember to
only consume a handful of nuts—
they are high in calories and fat.
Fruits and veggies are some of
the most refreshing, portable, and
long-lasting snacks. Add to that,
they are synonymous with good
health—low in calories and fat (if
any), and jam-packed with nutrients, antioxidants, and fiber. Consider mixing Mother Nature’s delectable delights with another snack
item that contains protein to get the
best bang for our snack bite.
Greek yogurt is a double treat
— tasty and versatile. It can be
eaten plain, mixed with whole
grains or fruit, used as a base for
dips, or substituted for other creamy
food products (sour cream, heavy
cream). Compared to regular yogurt, it has a creamier texture as
well as less lactose and sugar. And
in just one cup, Greek yogurt provides over 20 grams of protein and
is an excellent source of calcium
and probiotic bacteria.
Edamame is a fun, peas-in-apod mimicking veggie that is low
in calories but filled with plenty of
protein, iron, antioxidants, and calcium. In fact, one cup of shelled
edamame contains 189 calories, 8
grams of fat, 8 grams of fiber, and
17 grams of protein. In fact, it is
considered a complete source of
protein—providing all of the essential amino acids that our body
needs. Research has also shown that
people who consume this soybean
have a decreased risk of cardiovascular disease, breast and prostate
cancer, depression, diabetes, and
osteoporosis.
Cottage Cheese is a protein
powerhouse. One cup of cottage
cheese contains 28 grams of casein
protein. Compared to other forms
of protein—whey, soy— casein
enters our bloodstream more slowly
and steadily. This provides vital
amino acids that can last for hours.
Milk is a great companion to a
piece of fruit or other healthful
snack options. Just one cup of nonfat milk contains 8 grams of protein and only 80 calories, while pro-

viding nearly 30 percent of our
Daily Recommended Value of calcium. If non-fat milk is unavailable,
not to fret. Choosing 2 percent milk
provides slightly more calories and
grams of fat, but has a similar
amount of protein, calcium, and
carbohydrates.
Hard-boiled eggs are an excellent source of protein, all B vitamins, and minerals, such as phosphorus, iodine, and selenium. Eggs
are also one of only a handful of
foods that are naturally a good
source of vitamin D, which helps
build strong bones with the help of
calcium. One large egg contains just
71 calories, no carbohydrates, and
5 grams of fat (7 percent of our daily
recommended intake). They also
make a great pairing for veggies and
whole grains.
Food is fuel for our body. And
when we choose wisely, whether it
is a meal or snack, what we put in
our mouths needs to be a mindful
decision for our best health.
This article is for general information only and should not be used
for the diagnosis or treatment of
medical conditions and cannot substitute for the advice from your
medical professional. Dr. Nina has
used all reasonable care in compiling the current information but it
may not apply to you and your
symptoms. Always consult a doctor
or other health care professional for
diagnosis and treatment of medical
conditions.
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EarthTalk is written and edited by Roddy Scheer and Doug Moss
and is a registered trademark of E - The Environmental Magazine (www.emagazine.com). Send questions to:
earthtalk@emagazine.com. Subscribe: www.emagazine.com/
subscribe; Free Trial Issue: www.emagazine.com/trial.
Dear EarthTalk: What can we
do to solve the e-waste problem
caused by so many of us tossing
our cell phones out and getting
new ones every two years? —
Sandy Bartram, Beverly Hills, CA
As more and more of the world
develops — and smartphones become ubiquitous — electronic
waste (AKA “e-waste”) is a bigger
problem than ever. Around the
world, people generate some 50
million tons of e-waste every year,
much of which ends up improperly
disposed of in landfills where toxins common in electronics like lead,
mercury and cadmium can leach out
and contaminate surrounding soils
and groundwater. Much of the remaining e-waste gets shipped off to
developing countries happy to
profit from taking others’ trash despite the environmental consequences, or even worse, just
dumped illegally into the ocean.
But thanks to consumer pressure
to do the right thing, most major
electronics manufacturers have
started to pay attention to the problem and take action to reduce the
flow of e-waste. Apple, for instance,
long targeted by Greenpeace and
others for lack of concern about the
environmental and health impacts
of its sourcing and production processes, has made great strides in the
last five years in recovering customers’ old products and reusing the
constituent parts in new products.
In 2015 alone, the company collected some 90 million pounds of
Apple-branded e-waste, recovering
upwards of 61 million pounds of
material, including steel, plastics,
glass, aluminum, copper, cobalt,
zinc, lead, nickel, silver, tin and
gold, to re-incorporate into new
products. Environmental advocates
who love their iPhones can sleep
easier knowing that lead, mercury,
beryllium, arsenic, PVC, phthalates
and brominated flame retardants
(BFRs) are no longer welcome in
or will soon be phased out of
Apple’s supply chain.
But most of us upgrade our
smartphones every two years, so
that means that even today’s
greener iPhones still contribute to
the e-waste problem. That’s where
Europe’s Fairphone comes to the
rescue. By incorporating long-lasting design and fair-traded materials, ensuring good working conditions and making products that are
fully recyclable, easy-to-fix and reusable, Fairphone hopes to revolutionize the smartphone market with
its eco-conscious products.
As the electronics industry matures and moves toward more sus-

tainable components, that combined with better design can also
help reduce the steady stream of ewaste. For instance, researchers at
Lawrence Livermore National
Laboratory have come up with a
way to extend the life and boost the
productivity of lithium ion batteries — the standard power source in

Old cell phones can leak all kinds of hazardous elements into soils around landfills
and potentially contaminate nearby groundwater supplies.
today’s electronics — by treating comes to selecting your next your positive impact. The nontheir electrodes with hydrogen. smartphone and recycling your old profit e-Stewards program is dediSuch a development could be huge one for free at BestBuy or through cated to teaching people how to deal
for preventing e-waste, given that its manufacturer are important first with used electronics — and indimost of us toss our old phones steps in becoming part of the solu- viduals can pledge to become one
within two years when the battery tion to the growing problem of e- of the program’s Envoys to help
inside starts to deteriorate and waste. Becoming an advocate by spread the word about the imporunderperform.
encouraging others to do the same tance of reducing e-waste.
Choosing carefully when it is another way to greatly expand
*****

PLACES TO GO
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Westin Excelsior Hotel: Ultra
luxury within a palace setting

By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by Westin Excelsior Hotel
Called the Legend of Rome, the
Westin Excelsior Hotel began its
reign from 1906 and still beckon the
rich, the famous and royalty today.
With all of Rome’s historic attractions, the Westin Excelsior Hotel is
also a famous attraction.
Standing proudly in all of the
glory of its past, the Westin Excelsior has a place in history. Once the
acclaimed site of the international
film-jet-set (1950s-1960s), dedicated two floors as a hospital for
senior officers (WWI) and provided
patriotic assistance later (WWII).
I cannot believe the Westin Excelsior Hotel is only rated five stars,
usually the highest rating for hotels,
but I feel this hotel must be designated at least six stars or more. After you read my article and see the
photos of their suites, judge for
yourself.
I usually choose hotels that
should rate above five stars and provide discounts to guests. The Westin
Excelsior Hotel offers not simply
luxury but luxury at its finest, the
ultimate in the true meaning of
luxury.
Rates from: Deluxe: Euros 330
= $370 and Grandluxe: Euros
361.25 = $405 up to their Junior
Suite: Euros 1,050; Via Veneto
Suite: Euros 2,800; Imperial Suite:
Euros 9,450; Villa La Cupola: Euros 21,000- 2 floors-Called the Roman Emperor’s experience.
1.) Book a suite for a minimum
of two nights and choose your package: Airport private transfer; A
three-course dinner for two at

Westin Excelsior Hotel next to the bridge.

Doney Restaurant; Flowers, champagne and a fruit platter in the room;
Daily buffet breakfast; or 3000 bonus starpoints per stay.
2.) Book a suite for three consecutive nights and you’ll receive
one additional night free. Choose
your favorite Suite and benefit
from: A three-course dinner for two
at Doney Restaurant; Flowers,
champagne and a fruit platter in the
room; Daily buffet breakfast; or
3000 bonus starpoints per stay.
The Westin Excelsior Hotel is
near the Colosseum, the legendary
Via Veneto (Film- Fellini’s La

Westin Excelsior Hotel Lobby

Westin Excelsior Hotel in Rome, Italy Imperial Suite
Dolce Vita, set along Via Veneto, Health, Spas, Luxury Resorts and
featuring footage of The Excelsior; more. Sandy is talk show host of
The director and cast stayed at the Sandy Zimmerman’s Las Vegas
Excelsior while producing Ben TV.com streaming and Discover the
Her) nestled between the Spanish Ultimate Vacation television travel
Steps and the Borghese Gardens & specials. SUGGESTIONS: What is
your fav resort or hotel in the
Gallery.
For information, call: +39 06 world? Please send you name,
47081 or write: Excelsior.Rome. email, name of your fav resort or
hotel, the reasons for your choice
Res070@starwoodhotels.com.
The Westin Excelsior Hotel is and you may win free show tickets
located at Via Vittorio Veneto 125, or other prizes. If you would like to
Rome, 00187, Italy. http:// suggest any topics for articles, request information or to ask queswww.westinrome.com/
Award-winning Syndicated Col- tions about Sandy’s articles, call
or
email
umnist Sandy Zimmerman features 702-515-0846
Show and Dining Reviews, Travel, sandyzimm2003@yahoo.com.

Junior Suite

Villa La Cupola
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LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE CLASSIFIEDS

To place classified ads in the Las Vegas Tribune
please call 702-426-6022 or 702-426-5902
HELP WANTED

SPECIAL OFFERS

Television Reporter/Writer
NAU Television Services #603025

Northern Arizona University’s Television Services is currently seeking
a full time Television Reporter/Writer. Under direction of the Executive
Producer, the Television Reporter/Writer produces, writes and delivers
program material on camera for the university television station and
other university departments. TV Services is a unit within Marketing
and Strategic Communications. The Television Reporter/Writer must
have the ability to translate complex content in a manner that
promotes the university in the marketplace. Under direction of the
Producer/Director, this position also participates as a member of the
production team using video camera, audio and lighting equipment to
capture video and audio for new programming and in support of live
television broadcasts.
Minimum Qualifications: Bachelor’s degree in mass communication,
broadcast production, film, fine arts, marketing or related field and two
years’ experience in broadcast reporting, broadcast writing,
multimedia, journalism, marketing or other related digital and/or video
emphasis. Or six years’ experience in broadcast reporting/writing or
related field. Or any equivalent combination of experience, training
and/or education.
Application Deadline: Open until further notice.
Please see nau.jobs for full job descriptions and details on how to apply
online! NAU is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Institution. Women,
minorities, veterans and individuals with disabilities are encouraged to apply.

PERSONALS

LEGAL HELP

INTERNET/TV OFFERS

HOUSING

INTERNET/TV OFFERS

HEALTH

HEALTH

