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New executive order to prioritize
Americans
over
foreign
workers
The ‘buy American and hire American’ order will also try to encourage the purchase

of American products in federal contracts, according to two White House officials.
By Steve Holland
Christian Science Monitor
WASHINGTON —President
Trump on Tuesday will sign an executive order directing federal
agencies to recommend changes to
a temporary visa program used to
bring foreign workers to the United
States to fill high-skilled jobs.
Two senior Trump administration officials who briefed reporters
at the White House said Mr. Trump
will also use the “buy American and
hire American” order to seek
changes in government procure-

ment practices to increase the purchase of American products in federal contracts.
Trump is to sign the order when
he visits the world headquarters of
Snap-On Inc, a tool manufacturer
in Kenosha, Wis.
The order is an attempt by
Trump to carry out his “America
First” campaign pledges to reform
US immigration policies and encourage purchases of American
products. As he nears the 100-day
benchmark of his presidency,
Trump has no major legislative
achievements to tout but has used
executive orders to seek regulatory
changes to help the US economy.
The order he will sign on Tuesday will call for “the strict enforcement of all laws governing entry
into the United States of labor from
abroad for the stated purpose of
(See Buy American, Page 3)

My Point
of View
By Rolando Larraz

One of the things that I have
never been able to understand is
this: We elect certain individuals
(also called our “rulers”) who then
pick people to work for us — presumably in a service capacity of
some sort — and those people then
end up using their positions to make
a bundle of money that comes
straight out of our coffers.
I have never been able to understand why these almighty rulers
have to go out of state to hire someone to do the job that most likely
their assistant has been doing for a
very long time; if the person is good
enough to be the “active” assistant
for a long period of time, why cannot that person be considered for
the job?
I cannot comprehend why our
rulers need to spend a great bundle
of money to hire someone from
another state when we have many
capable, intelligent, and knowledgeable individuals right here
within our state, and maybe even
some with inside experience for the
job.
I vividly remember the two occasions the rulers went out of the
state to “find” a school superintendent for a good chunk of money and
neither of them are still here to fulfill their commitment to the people
of Nevada; one of them didn’t finish his contract because his mommy
was conveniently sick and needed
his help; yet coincidentally, they
both were accepted and approved
by the powers that be. Yes, you
guessed it: they were both Mexican.
The only time I believe I was
wrong, so far, is when they went
all the way to Texas to find the public information officer for the Clark
County Eighth District Court of
Nevada.
When
Michael
Sommermeyer was hired for that
position, I was disappointed because of the fact that he was coming from out of state; today Michael
Sommermeyer is the Communications Director for the highest court
in the state, the Nevada Supreme
Court, and the newly created Court
of Appeals, in a brand new building away from the crowded Regional Justice Center; and, in my
humble opinion, is doing a very
good job and I hate him for proving me wrong, but I am proud of
the professional relationship that
we maintain since we got to know
each other.
By Michael Sommermeyer going to the highest court, it opens the
path for Mary Ann Price to take
over the Eighth District Court,
where she is also doing a fantastic
job; I am lucky I have my own
sources in the RJC, but even so,
every time I need a little more I can
(See My Point of View, Page 2)

Sweeping change at DOJ under Sessions
By Lydia Wheeler
The Hill
Attorney General Jeff Sessions
has brought sweeping change to the
Department of Justice.
In just two months as the
nation’s top cop, Sessions has
moved quickly to overhaul the policies and priorities set by the Obama
administration.
He has rolled back protections
for transgender students that allowed children to use the bathroom
that corresponds with their gender
identity and rescinded plans to
phase out the federal government’s

Attorney General Jeff Sessions

use of private prisons.
He called for a review of reform
agreements, known as consent decrees, reached with local police departments to address allegations of
misconduct. Many of the consent
decrees were drafted in response to
fatal shootings by police.
Sessions has made immigration
enforcement a top priority. Late last
month he put “sanctuary cities” on
notice, announcing that grant
money would be withheld from
state and local governments that
refuse to cooperate with federal
authorities and turn over undocu-

mented immigrants arrested for
crimes.
Federal prosecutors have also
been alerted to a new national push
to crack down on violent crime.
Sessions tapped Steven Cook, a
federal prosecutor and outspoken
opponent of criminal justice reform,
to lead the charge as assistant
deputy attorney general; he will be
leading Sessions’s new Task Force
on Crime Reduction and Public
Safety.
Alex Whiting, faculty co-director of the Criminal Justice Policy
(See Sessions, Page 5)

law: “The board of trustees of each
school district, the governing body
of each charter school and the governing body of each university
school for profoundly gifted pupils
shall adopt a written policy for pupil publications which: (a) Establishes reasonable provisions governing the time, place and manner
for the distribution of pupil publications; and (b) Protects the right
of expression described in subsection 1 for pupils working on pupil
publications as journalists in their
determination of the news, opinions, feature content, advertising

content and other content of pupil
publications.”
I wrote about a student censorship effort that took place in 2010,
when a choir teacher at the
Churchill County High School sued
a student journalist at the school’s
student newspaper for writing an
article — that was actually printed
in the Lahontan Valley News, the
community newspaper — saying
parents were upset that the teacher
withheld certain students’ audition tapes from a state musical
competition. The case was thrown
(See SB 420, Page 6)

Bill would protect some student journalists
By Thomas Mitchell
Some legislation just shouldn’t
be necessary, but common sense is
so rare.
This past week the Senate Committee on Education forwarded to
the full Senate Senate Bill 420,
which is being described as the
Nevada version of New Voices legislation, which requires schools to
draft policies to protect student
journalists and student publications
from censorship and punishment
for publication, according to the
Nevada Press Association.
The bill adds this language to the

Homeland Security Chief John Kelly: Critical
lawmakers should change policies or ‘shut up’

By Katie Bo Williams
The Hill
Homeland Security Secretary
John Kelly laid out a dark vision
Tuesday of the global threats the
sprawling agency responsible for
defending the U.S. must face.
“Make no mistake — we are a
nation under attack,” Kelly said at
George Washington University in
his first major public speech since
taking the helm of the Department
of Homeland Security (DHS).
“We are under attack from

people who hate us, hate our freedoms, hate our laws, hate our values, hate the way we simply live our
lives. And we are under attack every single day,” he warned. “The
threats are relentless.”
Kelly covered a wide swath of
issues — from transnational criminal organizations to cyberattacks to
homegrown violent extremism, often using graphic descriptions of
human suffering to illustrate the
dangers.
(See Homeland Security, Page 4)

FROM THE DESK OF GORDON MARTINES

Mayor Goodman and Sheriff Lombardo
just don’t get it about Sanctuary Cities
By Gordon Martines
Either you are or you aren’t...
there is just no halfway about it.
Mayor Goodman says that she and
Sheriff Lombardo will not engage
in “sweeps” of illegal aliens because of all the good people that can
needlessly be caught up in that type

of things.
This may come as a shock, but
unless the community as a whole
follows every aspect of Federal
Immigration Law Enforcement and
has full compliance with all the
policies from the community, then
that community is called a Sanctu-

ary City. You cannot pick and
choose which elements of the Federal Immigration Law you feel you
want or need to follow so as not to
be labelled a Sanctuary City just
because you say so, even in Las
Vegas.
Maybe Mayor Goodman and

Sheriff Lombardo should have a sitdown and decide what they are going to agree upon, and whether or
not Las Vegas is a Sanctuary City.
How pathetically embarrassing to
have our top leaders believe that
they can modify Federal Immigra(See From the Desk, Page 3)
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Bill would repeal ‘Read by 3’ law
By Thomas Mitchell
A bill wending its way through
the Nevada Legislature would undo
one of the few educational reforms
pressed by Gov. Brian Sandoval
that could actually be effective and
provide a return on investment.
Assembly Bill 409 — sponsored
by the Assembly Education Committee, so no Democrats had to
leave fingerprints — proposes to
repeal the law that requires third
graders who fail to read at grade
level be held back and not promoted
to fourth grade. The law, which
doesn’t take effect until July 2019,
met resistance from educrats from
the beginning. A former State Board
of Education member was quoted
as saying another test is “not going

TRIBUNE
VOL. 19, NO. 8
FOUNDER
Rolando Larraz
PUBLISHER
AND
EDITOR IN CHIEF
Rolando Larraz
GENERAL MANAGER
Perly Viasmensky
MANAGING EDITOR
Maramis Choufani
PRODUCTION
Don Snook
ASSOCIATE EDITOR
Colleen Lloyd
INVESTIGATIVE REPORTER
Kenneth A. Wegner

For advertising
rates, deadlines
call 702-426-6022
or 702-426-5962

to improve reading.”
This was back in 2011 when
former Florida Gov. and future

presidential candidate Jeb Bush was
writing in The Wall Street Journal:
“While preparing kids for college

My Point of View
(Continued from Page 1)
always count on Maryann to be reasonable and help me to see the other
side of the coin so I can be fair and
truthful in my articles.
I know of a few local news reporters that were interested in the
job that probably pays more than
what the local newspaper and the
local news television networks
would ever pay. They all were as
good in their job as they could be
in a city where the news is controlled by the elected officials, and
if one does not follow their rules,
they blackballed that publication.
The proof is in the pudding; look
around and ask any and every public information officer (PIO) in any
government entity where their last
job was. They all came from television channels and the local “largest and most powerful” newspaper
in Las Vegas (because they “man-

age” to keep it as the only one)
where they all were happy doing the
job they liked, but they have families and they need more money, insurance, retirement and paid vacation, and who knows how many
other perks.
Is working for the government
all that wonderful and beautiful? Of
course not, but it is a job; if it was
all wonderful and beautiful, it
would not be work; it would be a
pleasure to get out of the house,
because I am sure that some of them
are not as lucky as the big man in
the communications department of
the city of Las Vegas who has a
great wife and some even greater
kids that I have seen grow up right
in front of my eyes.
I intentionally avoid mentioning
the name of the big shot in the communications department of the city
of Las Vegas because if I mention

and careers starts on the first day
of kindergarten, the first good indicator of their chances for success
may come in fourth grade. That is
when students transition from learning to read to reading to learn.”
Bush explained what Florida
did: “Florida ended automatic, ‘social’ promotion for third-grade students who couldn’t read. Again, the
opposition to this hard-edged policy
was fierce. Holding back illiterate
students seemed to generate a far
greater outcry than did the disturbing reality that more than 25 percent of students couldn’t read by the
time they entered fourth grade. But
today? According to Florida state
reading tests, illiteracy in the third
grade is down to 16 percent.”

Sandoval embraced Bush’s concept and added it to his education
reform package of laws.
According to a reporter for The
Nevada Independent, Sandoval just
might veto AB 409 if it makes it to
his desk.
She has posted on Twitter what
is apparently a statement attributed
to the governor: “The Read by
Grade 3 initiative placed nearly $30
million directly in classrooms in
more than 300 schools across Nevada with a clear line of accountability and singular focus on developmental reading. The Governor
will not compromise on the goal of
ensuring every student in Nevada
is reading at grade level by third
grade.”

the name of David Riggleman, his
counterpart in the County, Erik
Pappa, will get upset with me and I
can’t afford to have Erik upset with
the Las Vegas Tribune.
Regardless if it’s Erik Pappa in
the County, or David Riggleman in
the city they are both smart enough
to hire the best people to make them
look good; Erik has Dan and Kelly
that are both very professional and
dedicated to their duties. I never
deal with anyone else, but I imagine that they are all as good.
David in the city has Jace and
Gail that are also fantastic; and I do
know that David has others under
his wing, but because I always deal
with Jace, I am more than satisfied
with his prompt responses and his
unique efficiency.
It is a good thing that I have run
out of the space allowed to me for
doing public relations because I

don’t even know myself with all the
honey I am giving to these public
information officers in the city and
the county — not that it will help
me in any way because they all
work by the book — but they understand, because they all came out
of a newsroom.
Las Vegas Metropolitan Police
Department Public Information
Office is a different story; the
higher-ups do not allow them to
give the Las Vegas Tribune the time
of the day.
My name is Rolando Larraz, and
as always, I approved this column.
*****
Rolando Larraz is Editor in
Chief of the Las Vegas Tribune. His
column appears weekly in this
newspaper. To contact Rolando
Larraz,
email
him
at:
Rlarraz@lasvegastribune.com or
at 702-272-4634.
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Wild horse suit dismissal leaves
inhumane conditions in place

By Thomas Mitchell
There is something positively
perverse about the gloating coming
from the self-styled wild horse advocates over the 9th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals rejection of a lawsuit intended to force federal land
agencies in Nevada to reduce the
overpopulation of feral horses on
the range.
The suit from the Nevada Association of Counties, the Nevada
Farm Bureau Federation and others asked the court to require federal agencies to follow the law, because its failure to do so is starving
the very animals the law was intended to protect, as well as damaging range used for grazing and
taking private water rights.
The Associated Press quoted a
lawyer for one of the horse-hugger
groups as saying, “We’re pleased
that the courts continue to dismiss
attempts by these grazing interests
to use the judicial system to rewrite
federal law that Congress designed
to protect wild horses from capture,
not to favor the livestock industry.”
A three-judge panel of the appel-

Wild horses in corrals.
late court rejected the suit on what NACO’s APA (Administrative Probest could be described as a hair- cedure Act) claims. Federal courts
splitting technicality, a sort of lack jurisdiction over an APA claim
that ‘does not challenge final
Catch-22.
Just as a Nevada federal judge agency action.’ ...Here, NACO has
had ruled earlier, the 9th Circuit said failed to identify a specific final
the plaintiffs failed to cite a “final agency action... or discrete action
action” by the land agencies that unlawfully withheld... that allegcould be challenged: “The district edly harmed it. Instead, NACO
court did not err in dismissing seeks judicial oversight and direc-

Buy American

tion of virtually the entire federal
wild horse and burro management
program... in Nevada. This sort of
programmatic challenge is foreclosed under the APA.”
That is because there is never a
“final agency action.” Everything
is fluid, flexible, changeable, appealable. What the Bureau of Land
Bureau of Land Management and
the Forest Service do is continuously deny and delay and dither.
It is not entirely the land agencies’ fault. Congress is complicit.
The Wild Free-Roaming Horse
and Burro Act of 1971, which
NACO and others say is being ignored, specifically says, “The Secretary (of Interior) shall cause additional excess wild free roaming
horses and burros for which an
adoption demand by qualified individuals does not exist to be destroyed in the most humane and cost
efficient manner possible.”
But the federal budget every
year since 2009 has blocked any
spending for destroying excess
mustangs.
The BLM itself reported in Sep-

tember that the population of free
ranging wild horses and burros was
67,000, even thought the range can
sustain a population of no more than
26,700 animals, which means that
there is insufficient grazing for the
horses and burros as well as cattle
and sheep. The BLM itself has
found that without roundups and
fertilization controls that population
can double every four years.
But the horse lovers seem willing to love the horses into misery
and death.
The original lawsuit, filed in
December 2013, is not just about
ranchers being deprived of foliage
and water rights by too many feral
horses but also about the condition
of those horses.
“First and foremost, Defendants’
failures to properly follow the law
have gravely harmed, and will continue to gravely injure the very animals that the Act was established
to protect,” the suit points out.
“Both official reports and individuals have described the effects a failure to properly implement the Act
(See Wild Horses, Page 4)

(Continued from Page 1)
creating higher wages and higher
employment rates for workers in the
United States,” one of the senior
officials said.
Trump’s biggest executive
actions, explained
It will call on the departments of
Labor, Justice, Homeland Security
and State to take action to crack
down on what the official called
“fraud and abuse” in the US immigration system to protect American
workers.
The order will call on those four
federal departments to propose reforms to ensure H-1B visas are
awarded to the most skilled or highest paid applicant.
H-1B visas are intended for foreign nationals in “specialty” occupations that generally require higher

education, which according to US
Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) includes, but is not
limited to, scientists, engineers or
computer programmers. The government uses a lottery to award
65,000 visas every year and randomly distributes another 20,000 to
graduate student workers.
The number of applications for
H-1B visas fell to 199,000 this year
from 236,000 in 2016, according
US Citizenship and Immigration
Services.
Companies say they use visas to
recruit top talent. More than 15 percent of Facebook Inc’s US employees in 2016 used a temporary work
visa, according to a Reuters analysis of US Labor Department filings.
Facebook, Microsoft Corp, and
Apple Inc. were not immediately

available for a comment outside
normal business hours.
A majority of the H-1B visas are,
however, awarded to outsourcing
firms, sparking criticism by skeptics who say those firms use the visas to fill lower-level information
technology jobs.
Critics also say the lottery system benefits outsourcing firms that
flood the system with mass applications.
The senior official said the end
result of how the system currently
works is that foreign workers are
often brought in at less pay to replace American workers, “violating
the principle of the program.”
Indian nationals are by far the
largest group of recipients of the H1B visas issued each year to new
applicants.

NASSCOM, the Indian IT service industry’s main lobby group,
said it supports efforts to root out
any abuses occurring in the H-1B
system, but slammed allegations
against the sector, saying the idea
that H-1B visa holders are cheap
labor, is inaccurate and a campaign
to discredit the sector.
It warned that any onerous additional restrictions to the visa program would “hurt thousands of US
businesses and their efforts to be
more competitive,” by hindering
access to needed talent.
NASSCOM said it would comment further when there are specific
proposals under consideration.
The Indian commerce ministry,
which has been liaising with the
United States on the visa issue, declined to comment. A senior minis-

try official said it would wait for
“actual action” before making any
official comment. India had urged
the US to be open minded on admitting skilled Indian workers.
India’s No. 2 IT Services firm
Infosys has said it is ramping up
work on on-site development centers in the United States to train local talent in a bid to address the visa
regulation changes under consideration.
Infosys also warned on an investor call last week that its operating
margin forecast for fiscal 2018 may
get impacted by onerous changes to
US visa rules.
Trump’s new executive order
will also ask federal agencies to
look at how to get rid of loopholes
in the government procurement
process.

(Continued from Page 1)
tion Law just on their sayso, and
then everybody will just abide by
their word. It you don’t comply fully
with Federal Immigration Law, then
Mayor Goodman and Sheriff
Lombardo are nothing but frauds,
and are trying to pull the wool over
our eyes.
If it isn’t too much to ask for, a
little clarification is in order, and a
clear definition of what IS and what
IS NOT a Sanctuary City.
This week on TV Mayor
Goodman stated that she and Sheriff Lombardo would not do
“sweeps,” but that we would still
NOT be considered a Sanctuary

City. Well, think again, folks; as far
as I am concerned, if you want to
release illegal convicted felons back
into our community because there
might be some “good ones,” think
again. There should be a mechanism in place whereby if these illegal convicted aliens reoffend and
victimize someone new, then the
leaders that advocate this reinsertion and the establishment of a
Sanctuary City should be sued for
damages in a court of Law.
I also assert that anyone that advocates putting illegal convicted
aliens back into our community
without reporting their identities to
the Federal Government for depor-

tation, then they should also be considered in support of Terrorism, and
against all American Citizens and
their safety. Let’s have some some
accountability for a change.
Haven’t we all learned anything
from the last eight years of that donothing administration? Words
without force behind them are
meaningless and places us all in the
worst position worldwide. It is time
to back up our words with action,
and to climb out of the hole we have
dug for ourselves over the last eight
years.

Federal Immigration Laws, not
fully enforced, costs us all lots of
money, and lots of American jobs,
not to mention undercutting labor
costs.
Remember to Keep your Faith,
Keep your Gun, and they can Keep
their Change.
In God We Trust
*****
Gordon Martines is a former
LVMPD detective who has served
in many capacities over his 39-year
career in law enforcement. He was
a candidate for sheriff in 2002,

2006, 2010 and 2014, with the intention of bringing integrity and accountability back to the department,
and filed a federal lawsuit against
LVMPD in 2011. Martines has appeared on “Face The Tribune” radio show several times and is currently the host of “Open Mic” on
Tuesdays and Thursday at 11:00
a.m. He contributes his opinions
and ideas to the Las Vegas Tribune
to keep the public informed and
help improve policing in Las Vegas.
Gordon Martines can be contacted
via email at coper71@hotmail.com.

From The Desk

AJ Maimbourg/Ed Klapproth, Co-Founders
Please join us in our national wave to bring God
back into our country! Our mission is to recruit State
leaders across the country to lead in vetting every
single federal, state, county and city candidate running
for office in 2016... We will then choose the ones we
at the Christian Crusade will endorse and publicize
nationally. We have allowed God to be removed far
too long now and it is time to pick up the “banner”
and bring Him back in a concentrated effort to restore
His word and code.
Please visit our website and review all the
categories. The volunteer section will allow you to do
just that, as well as we will post the State National
Directors in that section as we recruit them. The
website still has some construction to do, but, we are
nearly there.
If you have a desire to be a Contributor of articles,
please contact me and let me know.
www.thechristiancrusade.com
Also, please join our Facebook group
if you are on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/
1634723793433487/
YOUR PRAYERS AND DONATIONS
ARE APPRECIATED!!!
CONTACT EMAIL: aj@thechristiancrusade.com
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The Media in personal issues...
By Rolando Larraz
Las Vegas Tribune
Talking about political issues of
a country that is not one’s country
of origin is a little risky because of
the lack of knowledge regarding the
internal politics of that particular
country, regardless of how educated
and knowledgeable the person may
otherwise be.
Take for example, last Sunday:
the Las Vegas Sun’s Editor, Brian
Greenspun, wrote a very disturbing
column about the White House
press secretary, Sean Spicer, using
all kinds of adjectives because he
did not agree with what the man had
said, even after Spicer had already
apologized to the relevant parties.
“Sean Spicer didn’t serve the
president well...” That summation
from pundits earlier this week was
a response to Spicer’s ridiculous,
stupid, ignorant, callous (you can
add your own adjectives at this
point) answer in a media conference, in which he claimed that
Adolf Hitler never gassed his own
citizens. Really?
“The story of the Jewish people
over the last 5,000 years or so is replete with murderous tragedies and
oppression but none so horrific as
the Holocaust, in which Nazi Ger-

BRIAN GREENSPUN
many under Hitler did its best to
eradicate the Jewish people in the
gas chambers of places called
Auschwitz, Treblinka, Sobibor and
others. Six million Jews were murdered by the Nazis!”
Brian Greenspun may be an expert on Jewish history, but not as
much as his father was; after all,
Brian Greenspun was born in the
United States, and being an expert
in Jewish politics is not required to
be a lawyer or to pass the state bar
anywhere in the United States.
It is possible that Brian
Greenspun may think that because
he is the son of the man who built
the most important newspaper in
Nevada it automatically or some-

(Continued from Page 1)
The speech harkened back to
President Trump’s inaugural address to Congress, in which he described “American carnage” outside of the Beltway.
On the topic of human smuggling — which Kelly discussed as
a partial defense of tougher border
security — the Homeland Security
chief invoked Dante’s journey to
hell.
Describing
online
radicalization, he cited images of
“headless bodies, innocent people
being thrown from buildings, rape
victims being stoned to death.”
He described the threat of terror
in the U.S. as being as high as it
was at the time of the Sept. 11 attacks in 2001, citing open FBI investigations currently underway in
all 50 states.
He warned that proliferating encrypted communications technology would soon make it “impossible” to track terrorist threats.
Offering a defiant defense of the
sprawling agency, Kelly repeatedly
and fiercely defended the DHS
while simultaneously backing some
of the Trump administration’s more
controversial national security policies.
Pushing against claims that
President Trump’s travel ban was
intended to block Muslims from
entering the country, he argued that
critics should instead applaud Customs and Border Protection (CBP)
officials for “doing what they do.”
In an apparent allusion to widespread outcry that followed the first
executive order, which temporarily
banned immigration from seven
Muslim-majority countries, Kelly
dinged lawmakers for criticizing the
agency personnel responsible for
carrying out U.S. policies.
Personnel are “often ridiculed
and insulted by public officials, and
frequently convicted in the court of
public opinion on unfounded allegations testified to by street lawyers
and spokespersons,” Kelly said.
“If lawmakers do not like the
laws they’ve passed and we are
charged to enforce — then they
should have the courage and skill
to change the laws. Otherwise they

should shut up and support the men
and women on the front lines,”
Kelly said, to a burst of applause in
the auditorium.
Reports emerged in the first chaotic hours following the signing of
the Trump’s order that CBP officials
had verbally abused detainees and
left many standing for hours on end.
Large numbers of protesters, including some Democratic members
of Congress, popped up at airports
around the country the first weekend the ban was in effect.
The courts have since blocked
that order and a subsequent rewrite.
Kelly provided few new details on
Tuesday, but said that he is “standing by with bated breath.”
The retired Marine general also
warned of the dangers of the Salvadoran crime gang MS-13 in the
United States, saying “sophisticated
networks” of transnational criminal
organizations “move anything and
everything across our borders, including human beings.”
That came as Attorney General
Jeff Sessions, in a separate address
earlier that morning, blamed open
borders and lax immigration enforcement for the growth of the
gang.
Kelly also course-corrected on
a previous statement he made regarding the dangers of marijuana.
Calling it “a potentially dangerous gateway drug that frequently
leads to the use of harder drugs,”
Kelly vowed that DHS personnel
would continue to investigate and
arrest those involved in illegal trade
of the drug.
That comes after Kelly on Sunday told “Meet The Press” host
Chuck Todd that marijuana was
“not a factor” in the war on drugs,
arguing that solving the nation’s
drug problem does not involve “arresting a lot of users.”
In a defiant finish that illustrated
the tone of his address, Kelly closed
with a no-apologies mantra.
“We will never apologize for
enforcing and upholding the law.
We will never apologize for carrying out our mission. We will never
apologize for making our country
more secure.”

Homeland Security

how grants him the “kingly right”
to never be wrong — even after he
destroyed the newspaper his father
made famous — but that is not true.
Brian Greenspun once has the
audacity to speak or write in favor
of lifting the Cuban embargo and
applauded the betrayal of former
President Barack Obama to the
Cuban community in the United
States.
The Las Vegas Tribune is and
always will be against the lifting of
the Cuban embargo and encourages
others to write to their representatives in Congress to show their solidarity with the Cuban people and
the Cubans residing in the United
States by showing their opposition
to that despicable idea.
Las Vegas Tribune is not talking
behind Brian Greenspun’s back;
Greenspun knows how the Cubans
that own this newspaper feel about
the lifting of the embargo. Even our
old friendship and having received
lots of support from the Greenspun
family during the Larraz family
days of publishing the first Spanish newspaper in Nevada, which we
probably couldn’t have done without the help of the Greenspun family and the Las Vegas Sun, is no reason to keep quiet on a subject that
is a very sensitive spot to the Larraz
family.
The enemies of the Cuban future
claim that the embargo is an obstacle to the Cuban people on the
island to be able to have a better life,

a life more like we have here in the
United States, but that is not the
case, and it is far from the truth.
Saying that by lifting the embargo will make it easier for the
Cubans on the island to enjoy all
the things we are able to enjoy here
is a myth and is a mental torture to
those who will not be able to obtain those needed medicines, food
and other articles of necessity.
Seeing Brian Greenspun passionately defending his beliefs
about Jewish politics is the same as
seeing the Larraz family defending
their beliefs and sentiments about
the Cuban issues and Cuban politics that Brian Greenspun was so
wrongly defending when he knows
nothing about Cuba or the Cubans.
Insulting a man that is representing — and in many cases speaking
on behalf of — the President of the
United States may be childish and
it will not make Sean Spicer’s
words disappear; correcting
Spicer’s error of opinion as Brian
Greenspun did later in the same
column he wrote on the front page
of his publication was his right to
do, without insulting the other man
for his difference of opinion.
It is understandable that uneducated people might be used by special interests to be manipulated into
creating the image that makes injustice seem the same as ideology;
it is easy to brainwash people with
few financial resources and no recourse other than to let themselves

be brainwashed by a group that only
benefits those at the head of that
group or organization.
None of these examples could be
applied to Brian Greenspan, the
owner of the Las Vegas Sun newspaper, which he inherited from his
father, because he was born in Las
Vegas, during the best era Las Vegas ever enjoyed, and with a silver
spoon in his mouth.
Brian Greenspun had an education all the way to becoming an attorney, and he later took the reigns
of the publication his father created
with sacrifice and effort to make the
Las Vegas Sun newspaper the best
newspaper in Southern Nevada
with “ears” and readers all over the
nation, and which was respected by
everyone who had common sense
and agreed with democracy, freedom, and respect for each other, and
who loved this country even if they
disagreed with the way he expressed it in his paper.
It is understandable that Brian
Greenspun is not happy that Donald
Trump has became the 45th President of the United States because
of his long-lasting friendship with
the Clintons, who even stayed at the
Greenspun estate when they visited
Las Vegas. But just because former
President Bill Clinton is his college
buddy does not give Brian
Greenspun the right to disrespect
the current administration and the
legitimate office of President
Donald Trump.

(Continued from Page 3)
on the animals themselves. Freeroaming horse and burro herds in
Nevada are frequently observed to
be in malnourished condition, with
the ribs and skeletal features of individual animals woefully on view
and other signs of ill-health readily
observable. At least one individual

was so disturbed by the condition
of the horses he observed that he
demanded of the local BLM office
that they gather those horses together or the individual (said) he
would notify the media contacts.
The animals were then promptly removed.”
Now, who is being humane?

More than 60 percent of the
BLM’s $70 million annual budget
for managing wild horses and burros is consumed by warehousing
more than 45,000 of the animals in
off-range corrals and pastures.
Meanwhile, the feral horse and
burro populations continue to grow
apace, along with the problem.

Wild Horses
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Trump’s use of the Congressional
Review Act is a legislative milestone
By Joel B. Pollak
Breitbart News
On the campaign trail, President
Donald Trump promised to roll
back federal regulations. And at the
Conservative Political Action Conference (CPAC) in February, chief
strategist Steve Bannon said that the
goal of the administration was the
“deconstruction of the administrative state.”
Trump has delivered on those
pledges, signing over a dozen laws
reversing Obama-era regulations,
marking the most substantial legislative achievement of his first 100
days in office.
Politico has downplayed
Trump’s slew of repeal laws, describing them as “the only substantive bills Trump has signed so far.”
And, in keeping with a media-wide
effort to separate Trump from his
voting base, Politico claims that
“none of them evoke the drain-theswamp anti-establishment populism that Trump rode to the presidency.”
The opposite is true, on both
counts: Trump has permanently removed some of the regulatory muck
that the “swamp” uses to feed itself.
His weapon has been the Congressional Review Act (CRA),
which Politico calls “obscure.” It

Sessions

(Continued from Page 1)
Program at Harvard Law School,
said it appears Sessions is resurrecting the tough-on-crime policies last
seen during the George W. Bush administration.
“Obama moved away from that
approach, and I think in the criminal justice world there seemed to
be a consensus between the right
and left that those policies, those
rigid policies of the war on drugs
and trying to get the highest sentence all the time, had failed,” he
said.
“I don’t know if he is really going to be able to persuade the department to follow his lead on this.”
In March, Sessions asked the
remaining U.S. attorneys appointed
by former President Obama to resign. While previous administrations took the same step, Whiting
questioned whether Sessions would
be able to find 94 prosecutors who
will back the DOJ’s new approach.
“He can order and it will have
an effect, but how far this gets
implemented and with what kind of
energy I think is really an open
question, and if they will be able to
persuade the rank and file to return
in a full-fledge way to those policies,” he said.
In a statement to The Hill, DOJ
spokesman Ian Prior said Sessions
and the Justice Department are focused on fighting violent crime and
protecting the public.
“When it comes to sanctuary cities, all we are requiring is that they,
just like every other individual in
the United States, follow Congress’
duly enacted laws,” he said.
“If requiring individuals and
entities to follow the law and combating violent crime are seen as dramatic reversals, then we fully support such a sea change.”
While the attorney general has
acknowledged that overall crimes
rates are at historic lows, he has

was signed by President Bill
Clinton in 1996, when he was campaigning for re-election and determined to prove he had learned the
lessons of the 1994 midterm elections — that “the era of big government is over.” The CRA allows
Congress to overturn rules by a federal agency 60 days after they are
reported to Congress. It was aimed
at rules made by “lame duck” presidents.
But as the Wall Street Journal‘s
Kimberly Strassel noted in January,
two factors make the CRA particularly powerful.
One is inherent to the legislation

itself, which provides that a regulation, once repealed, cannot be promulgated again without a new act
of Congress.
The other factor is the arrogance
and incompetence of the Obama
administration, which failed to report many rules to Congress —
meaning the 60-day window never
began even for some earlier Obama
rules.
Here is the list of Obama-era
regulations that President Trump
has managed to repeal using the
CRA so far:
—Overzealous transparency:
H.J. Res. 41 reversed a Securities

warned that trend is about to reverse.
Even if that’s true, Inimai
Chettiar, director of the Justice Program at the Brennan Center for Justice, argued that arresting and incarcerating people is not the solution.
“Mass incarceration is not contributing to mass crime declines, but
it doesn’t appear Jeff Sessions
knows that,” she said.
Advocates of scaling back mandatory minimums for prison sentences are expecting to see a major
shift in the way crimes are prosecuted.
“To the extent the Obama administration was saying let’s be a
little more judicious in the use of
mandatory minimums, I think Sessions plans to put his foot on the
gas and apply them anywhere and
everywhere,” said Kevin Ring,
president of Families Against Mandatory Minimums.
President Trump’s son-in-law
and senior adviser Jared Kushner
raised eyebrows late last month
when he took a meeting with Sens.
Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa), Dick
Durbin (D-Ill.) and Mike Lee (RUtah), the lead sponsors on a criminal justice reform bill that stalled
in the last session of Congress.
While Sessions has never been
a fan of efforts to reduce mandatory minimums, Chettiar called the
meeting encouraging.
“Kushner is supportive of crimi-

nal justice reform... I think it’s possible there’s a strong advocate
there,” she said.
Ring, however, isn’t holding his
breath.
“One day he’s on the Hill talking sentencing reform, then next
day he’s visiting the Middle East,”
Ring said of Kushner.
“He’s got two easy gigs — passing sentencing reform and bringing
peace to the Middle East. Good luck
with that,” Ring continued.
Law enforcement groups that
support Sessions, meanwhile, say
the new attorney general is focused
on the right things.
“I think Sessions has brought a
new focus to the core mission of the
department, which is to make sure
the nation is safe and secure in its
law and make sure law enforcement
operations are focused on the thing
that matters most, preventing
crime,” said Jonathan Thompson,
executive director of the National
Sheriffs’ Association.
Thompson said Sessions is taking a more holistic approach in preventing crime.
“I think there’s a tendency to
look at people who are incarcerated
and say I really wish they weren’t
there, but unfortunately they make
personal choices,” he said.
“The attorney general is saying
you have to look at that end. You
have a crime problem that could be
growing and how do we respond to
it? Obviously something worked.”

and Exchange Commission rule
that was crafted as an anti-corruption measure under the Dodd-Frank
regulations but energy companies
considered too onerous. Critics
complained that the regulation gave
foreign energy companies a pass
while hurting domestic companies.
—Coal mining: H.J. Res. 38
ended the “Stream Protection
Rule,” a Department of the Interior
rule that hurt coal.
—Gun control: H.J. Res. 40 reversed a rule by the Social Security
Administration, which had yet to
take effect, restricting gun purchases by the mentally ill through
the use of additional firearms background checks.
—Labor “blacklisting”: H.J.
Res 37 ended a “blacklisting” rule,
under several agencies, that required federal contractors to disclose any violations of 14 other labor regulations within the previous
three years.
—Land use: H.J. Res 44 ended
a Department of the Interior rule,
“Bureau of Land Management
Planning 2.0,” that gave the federal
government more, and state and
local government less, authority in
land use decisions.
—Federal education standards: H.J. Res 57 and H.J. Res 58
reversed new federal standards for
new teachers that the Department
of Education had sought to impose
under legislation signed by President Obama in 2015.
—Drug testing for unemployment: H.J. Res. 42 overturned a
Department of Labor regulation
that had restricted the use of drug
testing to determine workers’ eligibility to receive unemployment
compensation.
—Hunting predators: H.J. Res.
69 reversed a Department of the
Interior rule, pushed by animal
rights activists, banning non-subsistence hunting of predator species
for population control in wildlife
refuges in Alaska.
—Injury paperwork: H. J. Res.
83 nullified a Department of Labor
rule requiring more records of
worker injuries.
—Broadband privacy: S.J. Res

34 repeals an FCC rule requiring
Internet Service Providers to ask
customers before sharing private
information with advertisers —
which Google and Facebook could
still do under the rule.
—Forced savings: H. J. Res. 67
reverses a Department of Labor rule
allowing states to force workers to
save.
—Planned Parenthood: H.J.
Res 43 repeals a mandate that all
but required states to fund the abortion provider.
The window for repealing rules
from the last several months of
Obama’s presidency closes in May
— though some argue that President Trump may have the power to
repeal regulations dating back to the
start of Obama’s first term.
Regardless, the use of the CRA
to repeal regulations has put future
administrations on notice that there
is a limit to government’s regulatory reach, and that given the opportunity by the voters, conservatives will enforce those limits.
It is true that the Trump administration has not yet signed a major, signature piece of legislation.
Neither had Obama in the first 100
days — unless one counts the
stimulus, which wasted nearly a trillion dollars and inspired the Tea
Party. The “failure” of the American Health Care Act, which intended to repeal and replace
Obamacare, may be temporary, as
Republicans are determined to revisit the issue and propose new legislation that can be signed by the
2018 midterms.
Even without the CRA, the
Trump administration can claim it
scored two other major achievements in the confirmation of Supreme Court Justice Neil Gorsuch
and the renewal of America’s military deterrent after the recent attack
on Syria.
But the use of the CRA is no
small accomplishment. Future administrations will never be as careless in expanding the executive authority of the federal government
far beyond the scope of the authority envisioned in the U.S. Constitution.
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As historic drought ends, Californians
vow to retain water-saving habits

Gov. Jerry Brown announced the end of the state’s six-year drought earlier this month,
but Golden State residents say they have no plans to return to their wasteful ways.

By Jessica Mendoza
Christian Science Monitor
LOS ANGELES — Cooper
Olson was relieved when he first
heard that California Gov. Jerry
Brown had declared the end of the
state’s drought this month. Drought
has marked six of the 15 years he’s
lived in the state, he says, and it was
uplifting to know that the recent
rains had restored life to the parched
lawns and dusty hillsides.
But Mr. Olson, a creative director at a Los Angeles advertising
agency, has no illusions about the
new situation. He plans to keep the
habits he picked up during the
drought, he says.
“It would be too bad if people
took [the governor’s announcement] as permission to just run their
faucets all day or wash their cars
every day,” Olson says. “There’s no
way of knowing that we’re not at
the beginning of another six-year
streak.”
His concerns are well-founded:
In 2015, 39 percent of Californians
named water as the state’s most
important issue, according to the
Public Policy Institute of California. The figure dropped to 8 percent
in March, with interest shifting to
flood management and infrastructure. The torrential rains that began
the year appear to have washed
away Californians’ drought worries,
says Mark Baldassare, the
institute’s president and chief executive.
“A year ago, I was saying that
the drought had gone on for so long
by recent historical standards that
it was going to have a lasting impact on the way people thought
about water conservation,” he says.
“But because we’ve had such a dramatic turn, it’s suddenly hard for
people to hear policymakers and
leaders say we have to be ready for
the next drought.”
Interviews with residents up and
down the state, however, add some
nuance to the picture.
Drought may no longer top Californians’ concerns, but many say
they plan on saving water. Their stories suggest that consistent messaging coupled with firsthand experience can prompt people to see water conservation as a long-term
practice, not just a crisis response.
“We lifted the toughest mandatory standards a year ago, and folks
are still saving a lot,” says Felicia
Marcus, chair of the State Water
Resources Control Board.

“We’re moving from an era in
which we thought about water as a
single-use product —something
plentiful, something we can take for
granted, particularly in an urban
context,” she adds. “It’s really a
shift to thinking about how we can
be most reasonably efficient with
how we use water.”
‘A form of pragmatism’
For residents who have always
been conscious of their ecological
footprint, the drought affirmed the
need for eco-friendly habits.
Michael Skrzypek —who considers himself the hardcore environmentalist in his family —encouraged his wife and 7-year-old daughter to recycle graywater from their
showers to use on their plants. The
family replaced the lawn of their
San Francisco home with rocks.
“I feel like it’s a form of pragmatism,” he says. “It just sort of
makes sense that on a planet with
limited resources, you want to conserve as much as possible and not
waste them.”
Taylor Herren, a graduate student in agriculture and environmental policy at Chico State University,

says her field of study compels her
to think about water issues at the
systems level. But she also used the
drought as a chance to change her
personal habits. She stopped washing her car and watering her lawn.
She took shorter showers, did less
laundry, and tried to buy food produced through water-efficient
methods.
“Even though I feel your personal use at an individual level has
a nonexistent impact on the drought
in California, it still has to be about
people buying in,” Ms. Herren says.
“And the greatest way to bring other
people in on something... is to
model and commit to it in your own
life.”
It’s no surprise that the environmentally minded intend to stick to
their low-water lifestyles. But even
some who don’t see themselves as
especially eco-conscious have
come out of the drought convinced
that California will need to conserve for years to come.
“When I was in my 20s, I didn’t
think about whether or not the reservoirs were filled or if we had water table reserves,” says Peggy

(Continued from Page 1)
out with the judge citing the state’s
anti-SLAPP (Strategic Lawsuit
Against Public Participation) statute in effect at the time.
Barry Smith, executive director
of the Nevada Press Association,
said at the time, “Anti-SLAPP statutes are important to protect free
speech, because sometimes people
sue just to silence their critics.”
Efforts to repeal the anti-SLAPP
law have been unsuccessful so far.
But the law of the land for students is found in Hazelwood School
District v. Kuhlmeier, in which the
U.S. Supreme Court held in 1988:

“A school need not tolerate student
speech that is inconsistent with its
basic educational mission, even
though the government could not
censor similar speech outside the
school.”
Former Fallon student Lauren
Draper, who penned the choir
teacher story, testified for SB420.
“Less than six months from
graduating Churchill County High
School, I found myself terrified,”
she told legislators, according to
NPA’s account. “After I sought and
reported the truth about choir students’ audition tapes being withheld
from a statewide competition, I

found myself frightened and confused about whether I had made the
right decision in writing the article.
I followed the code of ethics and
made no libelous claims, yet I felt
guilty and ashamed of reporting the
truth. I was shamed by teachers I
had respected and was called a
‘zealous child’ by the co-chair of the
Churchill County Educators Association.”
Since Hazelwood schools have
too often used censorship to protect
administrators from being embarrassed by student journalists rather
than protecting the “educational
mission.”

SB 420

Owens, a government worker who
lives outside of San Jose. Since the
drought, she’s stopped using the
dishwasher and has been running
bigger laundry loads. “I’m very
conscious of water usage now,” she
says. “I can’t imagine what it would
be like to start seriously rationing
water.”
Nancy Betz of Modesto was less
than pleased when the city restricted
residential water use to two days a
week per home. She was even less
amused when city police started enforcing the rules.
Still, Mrs. Betz —a retired
schoolteacher and active member of
the local garden club —says she
thinks the drought’s end doesn’t
mean people should feel free to use
water like it won’t run out.
“[Water] was so plentiful for so
long that people got in the habit of

washing their cars and letting the
water run down the driveway and
into the gutter. I don’t think that
should happen again,” she says.
“There should be conservation. But
I think it should be reasonable.”
A new framework
The notion of reasonable conservation is at the heart of the state’s
post-drought water plan. In a report
released this month, state agencies
laid out a framework for long-term
conservation that takes into account
California’s diverse landscape, climate, and demographics.
The plan was prompted by an
executive order Governor Brown
issued last May, and it builds on the
statewide response to emergency
conservation measures enacted during the drought. In the 12 months
that the state mandated a 25-percent
reduction in water use, Californians
cut back by 24 percent. Even after
the measures were lifted a year ago,
cumulative savings remained above
20 percent, the state reports.
The framework recommends
permanently banning wasteful practices such as watering lawns after
rains and requiring water suppliers
across the state to regularly report
their water usage and conservation
efforts.
The idea, Ms. Marcus says, is to
set state standards while letting local agencies decide on a reasonable
way for their communities to hit
those targets. “Folks want to conserve but they want it to be fair,”
she says. “What this is about is how
to be more efficient moving forward, so we’re more resilient in the
face of climate change.”
Some doubt that residents will
keep conserving water, especially
as rains flood parts of northern California and reveal extensive damage
to the state’s water infrastructure.
“Your average person doesn’t
think very frequently about water,”
says Heather Stratman, the chief
executive officer of the Association
of California Cities, Orange
County, and a water policy expert.
“It takes time to get people to behave in more conservative ways. I
don’t think you can just flip the light
switch on and off for them.”
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The destruction of the West by left-wing globalists
By Susan Stamper Brown
Townhall
Ultra-liberal Sweden is becoming a shell of its former self because
liberalism has turned this once
peaceful country into a chaotic,
multicultural cesspool of violence
and unrest.
Swedes have always taken pride
in their open-mindedness, believing
their good intentions and big hearts
would overcome a collision of cultures when it comes to immigration
without assimilation. Swayed by
purely emotional thinking, they assumed their kindness and generosity would be reciprocated, believing their sophistication and universal outlook would elevate them
above the consequences of what
happens when Third World
mindsets reside at First World addresses.
Now crime is on the rise and

Swedish police officer Peter
Springare has had enough. In a
Facebook post that he openly admitted wasn’t politically correct,
Springare said his “suspected per-

petrators” for crimes that week
came from: “Iraq, Iraq, Turkey,
Syria, Afghanistan, Somalia, Somalia, Syria again, Somalia, unknown country, unknown country,

By Tim Devaney
The Hill
More than a dozen states are
coming to President Trump’s defense over one of his most controversial executive orders on regulations.
Fourteen Republican attorneys
general argue in a legal brief filed
Monday with the U.S. District
Court for the District of Columbia
that Trump’s “one in, two out” executive order would “restore regulatory authority” to their states.
“Over the last several years, the
administrative state has accelerated
further the long-term growth of new
regulatory burdens, while rarely
eliminating unnecessary regulations issued in the past,” the attorneys general write.
“The result is a situation where
agencies have implemented far
more regulatory burdens than Congress ever envisioned,” they added.
“This unlawfully-imposed burden
has been largely borne by the states
and their citizens.”
Trump’s executive order, which
requires federal agencies to repeal
two regulations for each new rule
they issue, is facing a lawsuit from
left-leaning groups that warn it
would interfere with important environmental, health and safety pro-

tections. Groups challenging the
order include the National Resources Defense Council, Communications Workers of America and
Public Citizen. But the attorneys
general argue that Trump’s executive order “fits squarely within
long-standing tradition.”
“Presidents of both parties have
put mechanisms in place to ensure
centralized review of regulations,”
they write. “These past presidents
have also issued executive orders
instructing federal agencies to consider... the cumulative costs of regulations.”
The states supporting “one in,
two out” include West Virginia,
Wisconsin, Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, Georgia, Kansas, Louisi-

ana, Michigan, Nevada, Oklahoma,
South Carolina, Texas and Wyoming.

Trump’s ‘one in, two out’ regulatory policy
backed by 14 states, including Nevada
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Sweden.”
Of course, Sweden’s Prime Minister Stefan Lofven challenged Officer Springare’s claims, which
quickly went viral.
Apparently, Prime Minister
Lofven had a change of heart after
the April 7 terrorist truck attack
when an immigrant expressed his
appreciation for Sweden’s generosity by hijacking a beer truck and
mowing down a crowd on a bustling Stockholm shopping street.
After the attack, reports emerged
that police searching for clues in the
Stockholm suburb of Tensta were
“pelted with stones by hostile
gangs” of immigrant youth.
Lofven now promises Sweden
“will never go back to the [mass immigration] we had in autumn 2015,
never.” According to the UK Daily
Mail, 80 percent of the asylum
seekers admitted in 2015 did not
have identification papers, making
it “impossible to find out who they
were or whether they had terror
links.” Another 40,000 were let in

without seeking asylum and “simply disappeared and have not been
traced by the authorities.”
Sweden may never go back to
2015 levels, but what’s done is
done. They flushed their safety, security and national identity down
the loo and will forevermore reap
the consequences of their nonsensical choices.
Like former President Obama
and Germany’s Angela Merkel,
Lofven is a megalomaniacal
leftwing globalist ideologue that
proudly promotes policies normal
people hate. They live in a world
defined by childlike assumptions of
multiculturalism,
but
multiculturalism has worked for the
West about as well as socialism
worked for Venezuela.
During a CNN interview with
Brooke Baldwin, a Syrian man,
Kassam Eid, praised and thanked
President Trump for his recent
Tomahawk missile response to the
sarin attack in Syria. Eid told
Baldwin he didn’t see the media or
all the people protesting Trump’s
travel ban “raising your voice
against President Obama’s inaction
in Syria that made us refugees get
kicked out of Syria.”
“If you really care about refugees,” Eid said, “if you really care
about helping us, please help us stay
in our country.” His country. Not
America. Not Germany. Not Sweden.
Left-wing globalists wrongly
assume their open-mindedness,
worldview, inclusiveness, and commitment to unity guarantees everyone a happily-ever-after ending.
Frankly, their ideology might make
them feel good, but it’s killing the
rest of us.
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Trump signs order taking aim at controversial visa program
By Jordan Fabian
The Hill
President Trump on Tuesday
signed an executive order aimed at
reining in a visa program used to
hire high-skilled foreign workers.
Trump turned to the populist
themes of his presidential campaign
during a visit to Wisconsin to sign
the order.
“We are finally standing up for
our workers and for our companies,” Trump said standing underneath a large American flag made
out of tools at the headquarters of
Snap-on, a tool manufacturer, in
Kenosha, Wis.
The order, which the White
House bills as “Buy American, Hire
American,” directs federal agencies
to review the H-1B visa program,
which is heavily used by technology and outsourcing companies.
Trump and his allies argue the program is often abused by those firms.
It also tightens enforcement of
federal contracting rules mandating
that American-made products are
used on certain projects.
“Together, we’re going to do
everything in our power to make
sure more products are stamped
with those wonderful words: Made
in the USA,” he said.
The announcement comes after
a week in which Trump took heat
for flipping on several of the core
policies — including Chinese currency manipulation and the NATO
alliance — that made up his self-

described “America First” campaign platform.
Trump has rarely hit the road to
tout his policy announcements, but
for this one he chose to venture to
Wisconsin.
The business mogul became the
first Republican since 1988 to carry
the state, mostly because of his
strong support among white, working-class voters.
Many of his supporters have expressed concern that Trump’s shifts
are a sign he is abandoning his campaign pledges. Tuesday’s event appeared to be designed to rebut that
criticism.
The president boasted that “no
administration has accomplished
more in the first 90 days,” ticking
off actions to boost the military,

FTC launches drive
to cut regulations

By Harper Neidig
The Hill
The Federal Trade Commission
(FTC) says it’s getting to work cutting down its regulatory footprint
in line with President Trump’s
agenda.
Earlier this year, President
Trump directed all executive branch
agencies to eliminate two regulations for every new one created. The
FTC as an independent agency not
covered by the executive order, but
acting Chairman Maureen
Ohlhausen said she welcomed the
president’s directive.
“The FTC will continue to pursue the right answer for consumers,
but we will work hard to get there
as efficiently as we can,” Ohlhausen
said in a statement Monday. “We
are focusing our resources where
they will do the most good for the
public and eliminating wasteful,
legacy regulations and processes
that have outlived their usefulness.”
Republicans believe the agency
can play a key role in their efforts
to undo the Obama administration’s
tech legacy.
Earlier this month, Trump signed
Republican legislation repealing
internet privacy rules on broadband
providers from another agency, the
Federal Communications Commission.

Acting FTC Chairman
Maureen Ohlhausen
The Trump administration and
the telecom industry want to go further, and have called for returning
internet service providers to the
FTC’s jurisdiction by undoing the
landmark 2015 net neutrality rules,
which require companies to treat all
web traffic equally.
According to the agency’s announcement, the FTC has begun
closing old investigations, targeting
“unnecessary” regulations and
working to make their investigations less costly to those affected.
Trump appointed Ohlhausen as
the agency’s acting chair shortly
after his inauguration, but has not
said whom he will tap to be the permanent FTC head.

An outreach
program to help
the homeless to
help themselves.
CHAPLAINSTEVENSTJOHN.COM

strengthen border security, get
tough on trade and beef up law enforcement.
But with no major legislative
achievements during that critical
period, Trump is again turning to
executive orders to put points on the
board.
Trump’s power to change the H1B program on his own, however,
is limited.
The order directs the departments of State, Justice, Labor and
Homeland Security to propose
changes to ensure that the visas “are
awarded to the most-skilled or highest-paid” applicants.
It also mandates those agencies
propose rules to root out fraud and
abuse in the broader worker visa
system.
Trump derided the “totally random” lottery system used to allot
H-1B visas to employers to hire
workers, saying it allows companies to undercut American workers
by bringing in lower-paid replacements, which drives down wages.
“They should never be used to

replace Americans,” the president
said of the visas.
Technology companies have defended the program, saying they
cannot find enough American
workers who are skilled enough to
fill crucial positions. They argue
that scrapping the program could
cause foreign students studying
math and science in America to
leave the country after finishing
college or graduate school.
“Highly-skilled immigrants create new American jobs, raise wages
for native-born workers, and contribute enormously to growing our
economy,” said Todd Schulte, president of Facebook co-founder Mark
Zuckerberg’s advocacy group
FWD.us. “Congress should expand
the number of H-1B visas offered
while reforming the system to protect American workers.”
But the tech industry appeared
relieved that the order did not gut
the visa program entirely.
“We are hopeful that reforms
announced today by President
Trump will respect the thousands of
employers who use the program as
intended,” Compete America, another immigration advocacy group
that represents technology interests,
said in a statement.
The H1-B program has long
been the target of a bipartisan group
of lawmakers who say it is being
abused by outsourcing companies
that use the visas to hire cheap foreign workers to replace Americans
high-tech workers at large corporations.
“I’ve expressed to President
Trump the need to take action to
restore the integrity in the H-1B
program,” said Sen. Charles
Grassley (R-Iowa). “I’m grateful
that President Trump has taken my

suggestions to heart.”
The announcement was held in
Speaker Paul Ryan’s (R-Wis.) district. But Ryan wasn’t there; he was
leading a congressional delegation
traveling to NATO countries.
Trump’s own record on the issue of worker visas has been mixed.
The businessman-turned-politician has taken heat for using guest
workers at his Mar-a-Lago club in
Florida and for manufacturing some
of his branded consumer goods
overseas.
As a candidate, Trump said the
H-1B program should be ended.
“It’s something that I frankly use
and I shouldn’t be allowed to use
it,” he said during a March 2016
primary debate. “We shouldn’t have
it. Very, very bad for workers.”
But during a 2015 radio interview with then-Breitbart News
chief Stephen Bannon, Trump
voiced concern about foreign students at Ivy League schools being
forced to return home.
“We have to be careful of that,
Steve. You know, we have to keep
our talented people in this country,”
Trump said, according to audio unearthed last year by
The Washington Post. Bannon,
who is now Trump’s chief White
House counselor, did not agree.
“When two-thirds or three-quarters of the CEOs in Silicon Valley
are from South Asia or from Asia, I
think... a country is more than an
economy. We’re a civic society,” he
responded.
Bannon and senior adviser
Stephen Miller, who has long been
a vocal critic of the H-1B program,
were among a large group of senior
administration officials present with
Trump in Wisconsin for the signing.
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Trump: Nuclear war ‘always’ a concern with North Korea
By Mark Hensch
The Hill
President Trump on Tuesday
said “you always have to be concerned” about nuclear war when
dealing with North Korea.
“Look, you always have to be
concerned,” he told CNN’s Wisconsin affiliate WTMJ. “You don’t
know exactly who you’re dealing
with. Now I’m put in a position
where he actually has nuclear and
we’re going to have to do something about it,” Trump added. “It’s
a very, very tricky situation. Hopefully he wants peace and we want

peace and that’s going to be the end
determination, but we’re going to
see what happens.”
Reports emerged Tuesday that
the U.S. is considering shooting
down future North Korean missile
tests as a show of strength against
Pyongyang.
Defense Secretary James Mattis
has reportedly presented that option
to Congress but the military has not
yet decided to implement the policy.
A senior North Korean official
said Monday that the U.S. has created “a dangerous situation in
which a thermonuclear war may

Pence warns North
Korea not to test
Trump, US military

By Rebecca Savransky
The Hill
Vice President Mike Pence early
Monday warned North Korea not
to test President Trump or the U.S.
military.
“Just in the past two weeks, the
world witnessed the strength and resolve of our new president in actions taken in Syria and Afghanistan,” the vice president said during a joint appearance with South
Korea’s acting president, Hwang
Kyo-ahn.
“North Korea would do well not
to test his resolve — or the strength
of the armed forces of the United
States in this region.”
Pence’s comments come just
days after a failed North Korean
ballistic missile test. A U.S. official
said the missile “blew up almost immediately” after its launch, adding
that the type of missile is still being assessed.
One day before the test, North
Korea held a military parade, showing off its largest missiles amid increased tensions in the region over
its nuclear program.
During his appearance in South
Korea, Pence also said previous administrations have practiced “strategic patience” in the region and
vowed that the “era of strategic patience is over.”

“We also call on other regional
powers and the entire international
community to join us to confront
North Korea and demand that it
abandon its nuclear and ballistic
missile programs, to turn away
from renewed hostility towards its
neighbors and to end the repression
of its own people,” Pence said.
The vice president said he and
Trump have “great confidence
China will properly deal with North
Korea.”
“But as President Trump made
clear just a few short days ago,” he
said, “if China is unable to deal with
North Korea, the United States, and
our allies, will.”

By Mark Hensch
The Hill
Vice President Pence addressed
service members in Japan Tuesday,
promising an “overwhelming” U.S.
response to any attack as tensions
with North Korea rise.
“We will defeat any attack and
meet any use of nuclear or conventional weapons with an overwhelming and effective American response,” he said aboard the USS
Reagan in Yokosuka, Japan.
“As history attests, when
America is strong, the world is
safe,” Pence told an audience of
U.S. and Japanese service members. “Make no mistake, under
President Trump the United States

By Jordain Carney
The Hill
Senate Minority Leader Charles
Schumer (D-N.Y.) is downplaying
the likelihood of a government
shutdown less than two weeks before the funding deadline.
“I want to come up with an
agreement and I think my colleagues want to come up with an
agreement. Our Republican colleagues know that because they
control the House, the Senate and
the White House that a shutdown
would fall on their shoulders,”
Schumer told reporters Tuesday.
Summing up the negotiations as
“so far, so good,” he added that
there was “quiet agreement” among
congressional leadership that lawmakers should take the lead on
reaching a deal.
“What I’ve said, and I think
there’s agreement ... if the president
doesn’t interfere and insist on poison pill amendments to be shoved
down the throat of the Congress, we
can come up with agreement,”

Schumer said.
Lawmakers are in the middle of
a two-week recess. Once they return to Washington on Monday,
they will have days to clear a government funding bill before the
April 28 deadline.
A handful of hurdles remain in
the government funding talks, including an eleventh-hour fight over
key ObamaCare payments.
Democrats are demanding that
ObamaCare insurer reimbursements be included in the spending
bill, after Trump floated canceling
them to try to force a negotiation
on healthcare reform.
Schumer told reporters on Tuesday that Democrats are “working
hard” on getting the provision included in the bill and are “very
hopeful.”
“Negotiations seem to be going
quite well, and I’m very hopeful we
can come to an agreement that everyone can be proud of. I’m not
going to get into details, but we’re
working hard to get that provision

in,” he said.
Mick Mulvaney, Trump’s budget chief, has warned that some of
the president’s priorities — including defense and border security —
should also be included in the bill
if lawmakers expect Trump to sign
it.
Asked about Trump’s request for
border funding and immigration enforcement money, Schumer said
Tuesday that the “immigration issue should be discussed in the 2018,
where there’s votes.”
GOP leaders, eager to show they
can govern, have repeatedly said
they will be able to avoid a shutdown. But Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas)
warned reporters on Monday that
he was worried Democrats would
force a shutdown to appease their
liberal base.
“I do have some concern that to
appease the radical left, Chuck
Schumer and the Democrats may
do everything they can to try to provoke a shutdown,” Cruz told reporters in Texas.

Vice President Mike Pence

break out at any minute.”
“[North Korea] is ready to react
to any mode of war desired by the
U.S.,” Kim In Ryong, North
Korea’s deputy ambassador to the
United Nations, said in
Panmunjom, North Korea.
North Korea attempted but
failed to launch a ballistic missile
on its east coast last Sunday, the
latest sign of rising tensions in Asia.
A U.S. official said the projectile “blew up almost immediately,”
adding the type of missile North
Korea was testing was still being
assessed.

Pence addresses service members
in Japan: ‘We will defeat any attack’

Schumer downplays chance
of the government shutdown

will be strong.”
Pence acknowledged gathering
“storm clouds” between the U.S.
and North Korea over Pyongyang’s
continued missile tests and nuclear
weapons program.
“North Korea is the most dangerous and urgent threat to the
peace and security of the Asia Pacific,” Pence said.
“It’s fitting today that I deliver
this message aboard this great ship.
Her steel deck literally signifies the
ironclad alliance our country enjoys
with Japan and our enduring commitment to the Asia Pacific.”
Trump said Tuesday that “you
always have to be concerned” about

nuclear war when dealing with
North Korea.
A senior North Korea official
said Monday that the U.S. has created “a dangerous situation in
which a thermonuclear war may
break out at any minute.”
“[North Korea] is ready to react
to any mode of war desired by the
U.S.,” Kim In Ryong, North
Korea’s deputy ambassador to the
United Nations, added in
Panmunjom, North Korea.
North Korea tried but failed to
launch a ballistic missile on its east
coast last Sunday and is raising concerns about a possible nuclear
weapons test.
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American Resurrection
By David Prentice
Bear Witness Central
Easter Week celebrates resurrection. It’s fitting that of all weeks,
the signs of the American resurrection championed by Donald Trump
are finally beginning to show. There
is a book titled Alexander and the
Terrible, Horrible, Really Bad Day.
Let’s change that to the left’s terrible, horrible, really bad week, because an American resurrection is
happening.
The week started with the swearing in of Neil Gorsuch to the Supreme Court. This portends a potentially sane court policy for years.
Another ideological leftist on the
court would have been a disaster.
Instead, we have a stabilizing, common sense, intellectually clear
judge to countermand the court’s
drift to the left. It means we still
have a reasonable shot at holding
on to being a country of laws, rather
than a country of cool personalities
with bad ideas. We no longer need
to fear the lack of constitutional
authority. That’s a big deal. Equally
big is how the foolish Democrats
tried to filibuster his nomination
and lost. This means that the next
good Supreme Court nomination by
Trump will also sail through. And
the next if there is one.
Susan Rice has been unmasked
as the unmasker. The revelations of
what she did in the spying scandal
will now take a front seat. These

revelations will be investigated, as
they are too big to hide, and the attempts by the prior administration
and the deep state to undermine and
defeat Trump have failed.
The statistics on illegal immigration are in. Apparently, the wave of
illegals has been cut by 70 percent
since Trump’s inauguration. And
the Wall doesn’t even exist yet. So
much for all those who said we
couldn’t halt this illegal flood. ICE
is deporting criminals (and leftists
are squealing), sanctuary cities are
going to lose a lot of funds, Lansing, Michigan, just voted to stop
being a sanctuary city, overcoming
their foolish mayor. With Jeff Ses-

Kids flock to White House
for Annual Easter Egg Roll
(HORN NEWS) — President
Donald Trump has welcomed
families to the White House for
the annual Easter Egg Roll.
Speaking on Monday at the
popular “egg-stravaganza,”
Trump said: “we will be stronger
and bigger and better as a nation
than ever before.”
Trump was accompanied by
his wife, Melania, 11-year-old son
Barron and the Easter Bunny.
Thousands of children came to
the White House for its biggest social event of the year.
A downsized version of the
139-year-old event was kicked off
on the South Lawn.
The White House hosted more
than 21,000 children and adults to

sions at the DOJ, Trump being the
Wall, with sanctuary cities losing
power, money, and steam, the
American resurrection now has
more than a fighting chance. It is
going to be fashionable to be a
proud American patriot once again.
And now for the big one:
America is no longer leading from
behind! Trump reasserted a genuinely proud American foreign
policy into the world, after eight
years of its disappearance. He enforced the red line of a prior, somewhat feckless president, and he did
it while eating dessert with the Chinese prime minister. China is now
saying and doing things to help stop
North Korea. This was a
Reaganesque move in many ways.
The world now sees a different
America, one that is strong, reso-

lute, and unafraid. We will no
longer be considered a fat, lazy
weakling to kick sand at.
Who is it that is angry at us for
using our missiles other than Syria?
Yes, that would be Russia. The foolish and feeble narrative that twothirds of hardcore Democratic voters appear to believe, the one that
says Russia elected Trump instead
of Hillary, is toast.
A recent interview with Donald
Trump by Maria Bartiromo made
it clear that he thinks things are
looking better for many of his economic plans. He hinted that they
will get the repeal and replacement
of ObamaCare done. The ducks are
in a row now, and this will finally
pass. He also said it’s the keystone
in economic reform, saving millions of dollars for Americans, and

saving the once-great U.S. health
care industry. Once health reform
passes, they are going for tax reform. I remember when Reagan’s
reforms took the country by storm
in 1980s. Strength, growth, jobs, we
became an economic powerhouse
for decades. We overcame Japan
and defeated the Soviet Union without a shot.
Let’s face it — the obstruction
of the “we must resist anything
Trump does” leftists had taken its
toll. Slowing cabinet appointments
to a snail’s pace, Judges stopping
Trump’s clear right as president to
reform the vetting process for immigrants, the deep state getting
away with its leaking, the disastrous
GOP non-rollout of its health care
plan. The accumulation of these
negatives was having an effect. The
Trump promises were in jeopardy
of dying a premature death.
But the tide has turned in this
war for the resurrection of the
American spirit. Events have taken
place that will overcome the obstruction of Trump’s big agenda.
The Reagan years began just as
rocky. Even though the agenda was
set slowly, it eventually became an
unstoppable force for the renewing
of the American spirit in the 1980s.
Many look back on Reagan’s decision to fire the air traffic controllers as the beginning point of the
good things that happened. Likewise, this most excellent week will
be looked at as the beginning for
Trump’s MAGA agenda. American
resurrection has never looked better.
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the festivities. That’s down from
the 35,000 people who attended
last year.
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(702) 493-5222 or
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Tune in and listen to those who will tell
you the truth, and nothing but the
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RadioTribune Lineup
“Open Mic”

Every Tuesday and Thursday at 11:00 a.m., Gordon Martines
hosts “Open Mic,” a popular RadioTribune.com show. The AntiCorruption Coalition of Nevada is the basis for and theme of “Open
Mic.”
Gordon Martines was a career police officer with 39 years of
on-the-job Law Enforcement experience. Past cases involving
Kevin Daley, Trayvon Cole and a variety of other covered-up criminal cases, and a billion dollars worth of missing taxpayer money,
are discussed in depth and at length on the show.
Martines spent four years as police officer with the Hermosa
Beach Police Department before moving here and resuming his
police career in Las Vegas as a Detective in the Robbery/Homicide
Bureau, retiring from the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department after 36 years of police service.
The amount of corruption and cover-ups by executive Police
Administrative officers witnessed by Martines inside the department led to his decision to contest the good ol’ boy’s club and run
for Clark County Sheriff three times against what he knew were
almost insurmountable odds.
“Open Mic” carries the voice the LVMPD does not want you to
hear, yet it is always there, every Tuesday and Thursday at 11:00
a.m. on www.radiotribune.com. Tune in!
*****

“Face The Tribune”

Face the Tribune is heard every Monday through Friday at 12
noon, hosted by Rolando Larraz.
For the last five years “Face The Tribune” has been the premier
show for interviews with politicians, civil service workers, government officials and activists, and a voice for those everyday citizens who needed to air their legal grievances. The Las Vegas Tribune newspaper has been a part of the Las Vegas community for
over 18 years and is the only independent newspaper in Clark
County.
“Face The Tribune” was established as a voice for the people of
Las Vegas and is the only news platform where judges, city councilmen, local businessmen and women, as well as Mr. or Ms. Local
Citizen, can voice their opinions and share the issues that pertain
to Las Vegas.
The show’s host, Rolando Larraz, has been a journalist in Clark
County for over 50 years. He has been a fixture in the community
and a highly respected publisher who has covered local news and
events in Las Vegas since the mid-’60s. For stories and information not available anywhere else in Las Vegas, tune into “Face The
Tribune” Monday through Friday at 12:00 noon.
*****

Chris Garcia,
The Conservative American

“Chris Garcia, The Conservative American,” is a daily radio show
streamed on RadioTribune.com Monday through Friday 1:00 p.m.
to 1:30 p.m. You can also Google the show and watch on YouTube.
The show is hosted by Chris Garcia and has daily guests on the
show touching on a variety of topics. Those topics include politics,
religion, veterans’ affairs, and many other social issues of the day.
The show welcomes people of all different backgrounds and encourages vigorous debate.
We have an open microphone policy that encourages people to
call into the show live 702-983-0711 from 1:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.
PST and join the live debate. You can also call 702-751-9955 and
talk to Chris or one of our producers and tell us what you think of
the show or set up a date to be live in studio or call in to do the
show.
We welcome businesses of Las Vegas and all over Nevada to
advertise on our show. We have the most competitive rates of any

KIOF-LP
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“The People’s Voice
of Las Vegas”

KIOF-LP 97.9 FM is an
official radio station for
emergency information in
Las Vegas. During an actual
emergency, tune your radio
to KIOF 97.9 FM for official,
up-to-the-minute
information from the
City of Las Vegas

400 S. 4th St., Suite 500
Las Vegas, NV 89101
(702) 425-4088

radio station.
If you want to hear a non-politically correct show, “Chris
Garcia, The Conservative
American” is the show for you.
We look forward to you watching and listening to the show and
will appreciate all feedback.
*****

COBRA USA
with Blu Laker

A daily Radio show Monday
through Friday 2:00 p.m. with
live guests on a variety of subjects.
Due to the importance of
health care, its out-of-control
costs with no restraints, millions
of Americans are unable to obtain it. Why? Our elected offi-
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cials have it, they don’t need to
worry. But what about the
people they represent? Find out
why on Cobra USA.
C.O.B.R.A. by the way is the
1985 Insurance Law created by
Ronald Reagan in 1985 for continuing health care coverage of
health insurance. We talk about
insurance, savings and options
available through King Cobra,
the intended amended version of
the original Cobra program. We
invite you to press Congress for
parity in health care live here at
Radio Tribune. Call or email us
at Cobra.blulaker@gmail.com
or call (949) 467- 0613.
Cobra USA is hosted by Blu
Laker, an investigative reporter
who has seen medical programs

that work around the world, with
a cure to the healthcare problem
here. Join him in these discussions to clear the air so vital to
survival itself and what you can
do to help. The world has become so large, it’s getting claustrophobic with traffic, travel,
taxes, soaring costs for food,
water, clothing and shelter, and
what are we to do? Join us with
your wisdom and knowledge to
make America great again; together we can make a difference.
Let me pick your brain for the
advancement of humanity. We
are controversial, conservative
and considerate of other people,
even when they may have different opinions.
*****

Open Mic
with Gordon Martines

11:00 a.m.
Tuesday and
Thursdays
on
RadioTribune.com

Face the
TRIBUNE

‘Face the Tribune’ is hosted
by Rolando Larraz
Monday thru Friday
at 12 noon
on www.RadioTribune.com

Monday thru Friday at 1:00 p.m.
on www.RadioTribune.com

COBRA USA
with Blu Laker

Monday thru Friday at 2:00 p.m.
on www.RadioTribune.com
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A government big enough to give you everything you want, is strong enough to take everything you have. — Thomas Jefferson

Our Point of View

Our President needs
this nation’s help to
do his job right

There is no question that the Liberals, the Democrats,
the Socialists and the Communists may be turning into
anti-Trump Republicans with this tax return issue that
has nothing to do with Donald Trump being elected in
last November’s election over the anti-American female
candidate, Hillary Clinton.
During the 2008 election campaign, the anti-Democrats and Republicans alike wasted lots of ink and airtime asking then-candidate Barack Obama for his birth
certificate, instigated by Hillary Clinton, who was running against the first Black candidate for president.
The Black candidate won the election for whatever reason and then the question of his legality to be an American President became the topic on every talk show, political show, and of course the morning news because the
media is always there to instigate, provoke and divide
and they kept it in the spotlight for almost the first two
years, if not longer, of President Barack Obama’s administration.
In 2012, then Democrat US Senator Majority Leader
Harry Reid (today, thank God, presumably retired) who
asked the Republican nominee — don’t ask us how he
was nominated — Mitt Romney, to show his tax return
and the issue of the tax return papers lasted way after
Obama won reelection, despite the bad performance of
his first term as President of what used to be known as
the best country in the world.
Now the table has turned and the Liberals, the Democrats, the Socialists and the Communists (they are all the
same, mixed in together) who are imitating the Republicans asking Donald Trump for his tax return and after he
has been legally elected president Donald Trump is being asked to produce his tax return and even if he has
proof that he has turned his tax return paper over, showing he has paid taxes and paid more than he is obligated
by law, they keep asking for his tax return papers.
They have nothing else to complain about and criticize the President for because he has been doing everything by the book; he has tried to work with all the people
that have stabbed him in the back, the same people that
have been against him from day one and have kept his
campaign promises so they need to find something to
attack him with, true or false; for those people don’t care
if it is the truth or not, as long as it serves their purpose.
We all should remember Harry Reid’s response when
pressed by CNN’s Dana Bash about continuing to defend a statement that was not true. Reid responded, “Romney didn’t win, did he?” With a statement like that, Harry
Reid shows a despicable and evil sentiment for the truth
as long as it serves his purpose.
Our question to these Liberals, Democrats, Socialists
and Communists is very simple; and using a phrase from
another of their idols, we ask, “What difference does it
make now? He is already the president, the same as
Obama was the president when the anti-Democrats were
asking for the birth certificate.”
Donald Trump became a billionaire because he is mentally disturbed; he is not an intelligent person; he knows
nothing about doing business; he is a wacko; he is an
ignorant man who became a billionaire by accident by
pure luck — and if anyone believes any of that, we have
a nice Brooklyn Bridge we can sell them.
Donald Trump become the 45th President of the United
States of America because he is a genius and he promised the country what everyone was waiting for, for what
everyone wants and doesn’t have the guts to say out loud
— and when he started talking about building a wall,
closing the borders, enforcing the immigration laws everyone went crazy and that is how he got elected, that is
how the Trump Movement became a reality.
Donald Trump gave the people what the people — the
real American people, the people that love this country
— need; it is called HOPE; real hope, and they need to
keep supporting Donald Trump for the future of the entire nation and those who are close to him; those who
wish him well need to whisper in his ear to get rid of
Speaker of the House Paul Ryan, FBI Director James
Comey, and all those who obviously cannot stand the
President.
Donald Trump needs to start acting like a president
and taking charge because that is why he was elected to
that position. People were tired of a bunch of greedy
people taking all they could and doing nothing for the
people of this great nation. The people of the United States
of America have their hope in President Donald Trump.

Forget PILT checks,
transfer federal lands

By Thomas Mitchell
vide on federal public lands. WithThere is considerable consternaout full funding for the PILT program
tion in rural counties across the West
in fiscal year (FY) 2018, counties
over the Trump administration planacross the nation will be unable to
ning to cut the size of Payment in
provide essential services such as law
Lieu of Taxes (PILT) checks this
enforcement, education, search and
year. The current budget blueprint
rescue, road maintenance and public
calls for cuts but doesn’t specify how
health to their residents and millions
much.
of federal land visitors.”
Because the federal government
But those PILT payments are
does not pay property taxes, since
downright parsimonious when you
1977 Congress has seen fit to dole
consider the federal government this
out to counties — calculated based
past year netted $11 billion in revon population and number of acres
enue from public lands through perTHOMAS MITCHELL
of federal public land — PILT checks
mits and royalties for everything
to help pay for everything from schools, to police, fire, from grazing to mining to oil and natural gas, but paid
social services, etc. Since 85 percent of Nevada is only $450 million in PILT money — about $25 milowned by various federal land agencies, that is a lot lion of that was divided among Nevada counties at the
of property tax to forgo.
average rate of 45 cents an acre.
Most of Nevada’s congressional delegation signed
Far be it from us to suggest the federal government
letters to the House and Senate appropriations com- just write bigger checks when there is a far more effimittees urging continued PILT funding at the current cient and cost-effective way of supporting the states
level. The
and counties in the West. You see, despite the fact the
Senate version said, “PILT provides critical re- federal public lands generate considerable revenue, the
sources to nearly 1,900 counties across 49 states to feds still manage to lose 91 cents per acre it controls.
offset lost property tax revenue due to the presence of
Instead of writing checks, the frugal Trump admintax-exempt federal lands within their jurisdictions. It istration could turn over a few million acres to the states
(See Mitchell, Page 14)
supports the many critical services that counties pro-

Trump: Buy American, Hire American
(Think T-Mobile and DirecTV)

By Perly Viasmensky
Does anybody remember in years past when WalMart had signs all over the stores reading, “Buy
American”? Well, nowadays if you shop at Wal-Mart,
you can call yourself the United Nations when you
look at the labels in your clothes: pants made in China,
blouses or shirts made in Singapore, ladies panties
made in El Salvador, bras made in Guatemala; to say
nothing of all kinds of items made in many countries
other than America.
It is good news that Carrier and Ford reversed plans
to move manufacturing jobs to other countries. Also,
General Motors is coming back from Mexico to
Michigan, and Hyundai/Kia to Georgia and Alabama.
Bayer’s is also considering moving back to the
United States with their medical research.
But what about T-Mobile and DirecTV? In March
of 2012, T-Mobile laid off 1,900 workers and announced that 900 others would be laid off in March
of that year, and T-Mobile opened its call center in
India and the Philippines.
In a way, it is understandable when the minimum
wage in the United States is $8.35 per hour, and in
India, T-Mobile pays the equivalent of $6.35 per DAY

(without giving any break to subscribers of their cell
phones). Workers in the Philippines earned $9.80 daily.
DirecTV is the same; they have call centers in the
Philippines and Mexico. Their workers in Mexico daily
earned 80.04 Mexican pesos, which is the equivalent
of $3.94 per day.
But DirecTV continuously raises its rates without
any explanation to its customers whatsoever. There are
people that started their plan at $69.99 per month and
are now paying as much as $110.00. Since DirecTV
merged with AT&T, their prices have gone to the skies.
And still not even a letter of explanation as to why
they are raising their monthly fees when they are paying minimum in workforce wages.
There are hundreds of unemployed people in the
United States much more capable (and willing) to work
in those call centers, but T Mobile and DirecTV are
giving priority to the cheap labor of foreign workers
when we, the nationals of this country, are paying the
high price for their services.
It is time to force them to bring their call centers
back to the United States.
*****
(See Viasmensky, Page 14)

ON A PERSONAL NOTE

United Airlines really made a mess of things this time:

Are “the friendly skies” gone forever?

By Maramis
airlines as well. One would think that
Last week I was drawn to the
just about every kind of passenger
story about Dr. David Dao, a passituation has come up during that
senger being dragged off a United
time on at least one or another of its
Airlines plane for refusing to give
planes in the fleet. And one would
up his seat. Boy, was that ever the
think that the “job description” book
worst move United could have
that all businesses should have would
made!
say whose job it is to do what, how
I guess the bottom line here is that
best to handle situations, and what
violence is not the way to go. I can’t
would NOT be acceptable behavior
even imagine the line of thinking that
within the scope of one’s job.
allowed anyone on the payroll of
And what about those weekly or
United Airlines, or anyone acting
monthly staff meetings in which evunder the banner of airport security,
eryone gets to bring up any chalMARAMIS CHOUFANI
or any member of the local police called in for backup lenges they’ve had since the last meeting, so hopeto treat that passenger in a way similar to how they fully the input gathered from all those present could
might handle a known murderer on the run.
be added to the job description book to help with those
Well, it is all coming back to haunt them now. The particular challenges, including how NOT to handle
videos of their plan-in-action to remove that passen- them. Surely there have been other passengers who
ger — and their persistence till “the job” was done — did not like the idea of being asked to leave the plane
showed the world one way to do something that the to accommodate someone else, and there must also be
recipient of the action did not want done.
several anecdotes that’ve been collected over the years
United Airlines has been in business at least since as to how those situations were best handled.
the early ‘30s. And it’s certainly one of the largest
(See Maramis, Page 15)
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Republican Congress Opens
New Assault on States’ Rights
By Chuck Muth
Yeah, yeah, I know. People have
rights, not states. But in case there’s
any confusion about what we’re
talking about here, I’ll let Ronald
Reagan, from a 1980 speech, explain it...
“I still believe the answer to any
problem lies with the people. I believe in states’ rights. I believe in
people doing as much as they can
for themselves at the community
level and at the private level, and I
believe we’ve distorted the balance
of our government today by giving
powers that were never intended in
the Constitution to that federal establishment.”
And while the nation under
President Donald Trump is rediscovering the importance of the 10th
Amendment and value of letting the
citizens of the various states determine for themselves what to do on
all manner of issues ranging from
abortion to marriage to public bathrooms to legalized pot, the busybodies on Capitol Hill just can’t
seem to get the message.
The new encroachment, tort reform, is an absolutely a dry, boring
and complicated issue for most

CHUCK MUTH
people, but it’s nonetheless extremely important.
H.R. 1215 is deceptively-named
the “Protecting Access to Care Act
of 2017” — much like the deceptively-named *Affordable* Care
Act, aka ObamaCare — and is
sponsored by conservative Iowa
Republican Rep. Steve King, who
should know better.
In short, the bill pre-empts state
caps on damage awards in medical
malpractice lawsuits and nationalizes them into a one-size-fits all regime. Currently, 30 states already
have their own caps and various
limits on damage awards in place
— including Nevada — while 18

others bar any such caps.
What this bill would do is scuttle
those laws enacted by each of these
individual states — the proverbial
“laboratories of democracy” — and
instead impose a Washingtonknows-best blanket system for the
entire country. What could go
wrong, right?
Believe me, I have no love for
greedy, ambulance-chasing, slipand-spill personal injury attorneys;
however, this isn’t about that. It’s
about whether this issue should best
be dealt with at the state or the federal level.
“To justify their efforts to nationalize medical malpractice law,”
writes Prof. John Baker of Catholic University Law School about
H.R. 1215, “House Republicans
are stretching the Supreme Court’s
New Deal Commerce Clause jurisprudence almost as far as Democrats did for ObamaCare. Both national medical malpractice reform
and ObamaCare are radically at
odds with our constitutional structure of federalism.”
“Congress has no business —
and no authority under the Constitution — telling states what the

MACE YAMPOLSKY
tains evidence of illegal activity
before the officer is authorized to
search.
The Border
Search Exception
Unfortunately, the Supreme
Court has sanctioned a “border
search exception” to the probable
cause warrant requirement on the
theory that the government has an
interest in protecting the “integrity
of the border” by enforcing the immigration and customs laws. Especially now! As a result, “routine”
searches at the border do not require
a warrant or any individualized suspicion that the thing to be searched
contains evidence of illegal activity.

The Exception
to the Exception:
“Non-Routine” Searches
But the border search exception
is not without limits This exception
only applies to “routine” searches,
such as those of luggage or bags
presented at the border. “Non-routine” searches —such as searches
that are “highly intrusive” and impact the “dignity and privacy interests” of individuals, or are carried
out in a “particularly offensive
manner” — must meet a higher
standard: individualized “reasonable suspicion.” In a nutshell, that
means border agents must have specific and articulable facts suggesting that a particular person may be
involved in criminal activity.
For example, the Supreme Court
held that disassembling a gas tank
is “routine” (not as far as I am concerned!) and so a warrantless and
suspicionless search is permitted.
However, border agents cannot detain a traveler until they have defecated to see if they are smuggling
drugs in their digestive tract unless
the agents have a “reasonable suspicion” that the traveler is a drug
mule.
Border Searches
of Digital Devices
How does this general framework apply to digital devices and

rules should be governing medical
malpractice claims,” adds Hans
von Spakovsky of the conservative
Heritage Foundation. “Doctors are
licensed by states, and state legislatures and state medical authorities have the authority to promulgate the standards of medical care
in their states.”
Amen. Let’s hope Nevada’s
Members of Congress feel the same
way about this newest over-reach
by our overlords in Washington,
DC.
*****
Let’s talk a little bit about
campaign contributions
today. Two points...
1.) Liberal do-gooders insist on
over-turning the Supreme Court’s
“Citizens United” decision that corporations can contribute money to
political campaigns, claiming corporations aren’t people and, therefore, shouldn’t be allowed to make
donations.
No, corporations aren’t people.
But corporations are made up of
people — such as business owners,
executives, employees and shareholders — all of whom are directly
affected by government decisions

that impact their corporations. So
they absolutely have a skin in the
game.
But try this on for size: If you
want to say that corporations aren’t
people and, therefore, corporations
can’t make campaign contributions... fine. Hand-in-hand with
that, however, is that corporations
aren’t people and, therefore, the
government can’t tax them.
Any takers on the left?
2.) Liberal do-gooders also
whine about “dark money” — contributions made to non-profit organizations in which the donors’ identities aren’t disclosed publicly.
But there is a very real reason to
protect the identities of donors in
this manner. Because there is a real
clear and present danger if someone contributes to a cause or organization that powerful politicians
and government bureaucrats don’t
like.
There are often consequences.
There is retribution. For example...
In Nevada last year, State Controller Ron Knecht led an effort to
repeal Gov. Brian Sandoval’s new
business income tax, with some
(See Muth, Page 15)

The Bill of Rights at the Border: Fourth Amendment
Limits on Searching Your Data and Devices

By Mace Yampolsky
More than 325,000 people enter the United States via airports
every day, with hundreds of thousands more crossing by land at the
borders. Not only is that a lot of
people, it’s also a lot of computers,
smartphones, and tablets riding
along in our pockets, bags, and
trunks. Unfortunately, the Fourth
Amendment protections we enjoy
inside the U.S. for our devices
aren’t always as strong when we’re
crossing borders — and the Department of Homeland Security takes
advantage of it. On the other hand,
the border is not a Constitution-free
zone. What are the limits to how
and how much customs and immigrations officials can access our
data?
To help answer those questions,
this article will focus on the Fourth
Amendment.
The Default
Privacy Rule
The Fourth Amendment forbids
“unreasonable” searches and seizures by the government. In most
circumstances, the Fourth Amendment requires that government
agents obtain a warrant from a
judge by presenting preliminary
evidence establishing “probable
cause” to believe that the thing to
be searched or seized likely con-

data at the border? Border agents
argue that the border search exception applies to digital searches. We
think they are wrong. Given that
digital devices like smartphones
and laptops contain highly personal
information and provide access to
even more private information
stored in the cloud, the border
search exception should not apply.
As Chief Justice Roberts recognized in a 2014 case, Riley v. California:
Modern cell phones are not just
another technological convenience.
With all they contain and all they
may reveal, they hold for many
Americans the privacies of life.
Snooping into such privacies is
extraordinarily intrusive, not “routine.” Thus, when the government
asserted the so-called “incident to
arrest” exception to justify searching a cell phone without a warrant
during or immediately after an arrest, the Supreme Court called foul.
Why is the Riley decision important at the border? For one thing,
the “incident to arrest” exception
that the government tried to invoke
is directly comparable to the border search exception, because both
are considered “categorical” exemptions. Given that the intrusion
is identical in both instances, the
same privacy protections should

apply.
Moreover, with the ubiquity of
cloud computing, a digital device
serves as a portal to highly sensitive data, where the privacy interests are even more significant. Following Riley, we believe that any
border search of a digital device or
data in the cloud is unlawful unless
border agents first obtain a warrant
by showing, to a judge, in advance,
that they have probable cause to
believe the device (or cloud account) likely contains evidence of
illegal activity.
You Don’t Forfeit All
Rights At The Border
However, lower courts haven’t
quite caught up with Riley. For example, the Ninth Circuit held that
border agents only need reasonable
suspicion of illegal activity before
they could conduct a non-routine
forensic search of a traveler’s
laptop, aided by sophisticated software. Even worse, the Ninth Circuit also held that a manual search
of a digital device is “routine” and
so a warrantless and suspicionless
search is still “reasonable” under
the Fourth Amendment. Nevada is
in the 9th Circuit. Some courts have
been even less protective.
Last year a court in the Eastern
District of Michigan upheld a com(See Mace, Page 16)

CNN wins 2017 ‘Karl Marx Award’

Larry Klayman says network’s Don Lemon deserves ‘Medal of Kremlin’
By Larry Klayman
It seems that the “fake news”
spewing daily from CNN, which I
have come to regrettably label the
“Communist News Network,” will
never end! Now, the latest ruse, according to CNN, is that both Democrats and Republicans on the House
Intelligence Committee agree there
is no basis to claim that former
Obama National Security Adviser
Susan Rice did anything improper
in unmasking the names of American citizens, namely President
Trump’s advisers such as Gen.
Michael Flynn. This, of course, was
allegedly gleaned from classified
National Security Agency (NSA)
intelligence reports.
What is the basis for this
newfound revelation? The NSA itself—the agency that perfected the
“Art of the Lie.” Indeed, in two
landmark decisions by the Honorable Richard J. Leon of the U.S.
District Court for the District of
Columbia, in cases styled Klayman
et al. v. Obama et al. (see

LARRY KLAYMAN
www.freedomwatchusa.org), the
jurist found that the NSA had engaged in unconstitutional mass surveillance, much like the illegal surveillance Susan Rice was caught
doing against Trump and his team.
These landmark rulings came after
the former Obama Director of National Intelligence James Clapper
lied falsely under oath to Congress
that this mass surveillance, without

probable cause as required by the
Fourth Amendment to the Constitution, was not routinely occurring.
CNN, which has morphed from
its self-described motto of “The
Most Trusted Name in News” to
“The Least Trusted Name in
News,” is literally on a journalistic
remake of the 1917 Russian revolution. Ultra-leftist newscasters
such as Don Lemon, Jake Tapper,
Wolf Blitzer, Anderson Cooper and
last but hardly least its only “out of
the closet” communist, Van
Jones—a man so Trotsky-like that
even our previous socialist President Barack Hussein Obama had to
ask him to resign from his administration—have become the equivalent of Marxist Soviet propagandists a la the state news organ
Pravda. The fake news that drips
from the lips of these leftist political shills would make any Bolshevik proud for its near total dishonesty and rank yellow journalism.
Don Lemon, in particular, wins
the individual “Medal of Kremlin

Award ” for his blatant unapologetic
nightly rampage unabashedly
spewing raw leftist sewage on the
American people. (In his flimsy
defense, he is not exactly the
“sharpest knife in the drawer”!) To
prove my point, watch the interview
I walked into and was forced to endure after I won my first landmark
victory against the NSA and the
Obama administration before Judge
Leon. Rather than wanting to discuss the significance of these historic rulings, Lemon and his comrade, leftist-in-arms Jeffrey Toobin
(aka “Jeffrey Boob-in”), CNN’s socalled legal analyst, sought instead
to smear me—someone they obviously view as a threat to their proBlack Lives Matter and socialist
creed. In so doing, they even cut my
feed during the interview when I
challenged them for their rank leftist bias in support of President
Obama and former President
Clinton.
While the other leftist cable networks, MSNBC and CNBC, hold

their own when it comes to fake
news designed to delegitimize and
bring down the Trump presidency,
I feel duty bound to bestow the
overall network championship
“2017 Karl Marx Award” on CNN.
So when this leftist and anti-conservative rag of a network goes off
on its latest pogrom later today, just
remember that, just like the former
Soviet Union, its days are numbered. The leftist American viewers of CNN, like the Russian people
before them, are not totally stupid,
and just as the former Soviet Union
finally fell of its own weight, so too
will CNN. There is just so much
fake news that any reasonably intelligent comrade can digest before
throwing up his or her red cabbage
borscht!
*****
Larry Klayman is a former Justice Department prosecutor and the
founder of Judicial Watch and Freedom Watch. His latest book is
“Whores: Why and How I Came to
Fight the Establishment.”
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Fit Cops, Fat Cops and Belly Boomers
By Norman Jahn
One of the memorable lyrics in
the song, The Night the Lights Went
Out in Georgia, refers to a common
stereotype of a law enforcement officer. The Georgia patrol was making their rounds. So he fired a shot
just to flag ‘em down. A big bellied
sheriff grabbed his gun and said,
“Why’d you do it?” Will police ever
outlive this donut-eating, sloppylooking, belly boomer stereotype?
I suppose not —because although
many officers are in tremendous
physical shape, there will always be
some who are in the public eye and
don’t present an ideal image. The
same can be said about other professions — both public and private.
I couldn’t help but notice pictures of some very ‘rotund’ police
officers in the Las Vegas news
lately. Some of them are literally
‘huge’ and this begs the question:
if Metro puts so much time and effort into preparation for physical
fitness in the academy, and demanding physical performance to complete the academy, then just when
is it in an officer’s career where
‘FIT’ turns into tolerance for belly
boomers?
As a college instructor in Las
Vegas, I was frequently asked why
the LVMPD is so demanding and
why they force recruits to endure
difficult physical training regimens,
but at some point it does not matter
anymore. In reality, at some point
the organization has been unable to
mandate fitness or enforce any expectations or goals. Once the initial probationary period is completed there is nothing that can be
done unless the annual physical
examination (not a fitness or performance test) results in a doctor
taking an employee off the streets.
Many police departments have
implemented programs in an attempt to offer fitness incentives
such as extra pay or time and facilities provided for physical training.
My students would complain
about the (quite minimal) initial
physical fitness requirements and
ask, “Why do I have to run a mile
and a half within a time limit when
I know that overweight cop on the
motorcycle can’t do it?” Their
points have always had some merit.
Many current officers can no longer
meet the entry level standards —
let alone, endure the much more
demanding rigors of the police
academy.

Mitchell
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A few years ago, Tim Dees (retired Reno cop, columnist, and
criminal justice professor) responded to an online question about
unfit cops. He wrote, “...Few law
enforcement agencies impose any
continuing physical fitness requirements on their officers once they
leave the training academy. In the
military, everyone has to take and
pass an annual (or more frequent)
physical fitness test, and those not
able to pass can be dismissed from
the service. As long as a police officer is able to perform the minimum requirements of the job, he
can’t be dismissed for a lack of
physical fitness.
Most cops maintain a good, if
not excellent, level of fitness, and
resent the cops who let themselves
go and are an embarrassment to the
uniform. At the same time, the police unions generally oppose physical fitness requirements, as they
would almost certainly result in
some of the union members losing
their jobs.
How many overweight cops
you’ll see in any police agency is a
reflection of that agency’s organizational culture. If the practice (not
the written or professed policy,
which can be radically different) is
for everyone to stay in good physical shape, peer pressure will force
most of the outliers into compliance. If there is no such ethos, cops
find little reason to go to the trouble
to stay in shape. Most of the overweight cops have convinced themselves they are fit enough to do the
job, even though that premise may
be laughable.”
There are also statistics that tell
the story... the lack of fitness (and
health) is much more likely to end
an officer’s career or cause his
death than an attack by a suspect
where the officer was unable to

adequately defend himself. So if we
do know some answers then just
what is the goal of ‘PT’ in the academy? Is it designed to be the beginning of a personal commitment
to ‘fitness for life,’ or is it just a temporary ‘torture’ test to see if recruits
will QUIT? I’ve been through
Metro’s academy at age 23 and at
age 43 and I still can’t figure it out.
I worked extremely hard getting in
the best shape that I could for my
second academy. I wanted to be
able to keep up with the younger
recruits and I’m proud that I did,
but prospective members of Metro
have to make a decision on where
to commit their personal resources,
time, and energy. The academy
training officers (and supervisors)
certainly want to see how ‘badly’
recruits want to be police officers
and if they will quit when pushed
to their limits. They expect some
recruits to quit due to lack of physical fitness just as they expect some
will drop out due to grades and performance in other aspects of the
academy.
Do ‘trainers’ also want you to
feel ‘elite’ and have a sense of pride
and achievement because you ‘survived’ Metro’s gauntlet? I felt a
great deal of pride both times because you do distinguish yourself
by ‘making it’ and graduating. I
strongly support physical fitness for
cops for safety reasons and for im-

Summerlin was built on former BLM land.
For several years Rep. Mark proposals included in the
(Continued from Page 12)
and local governments — saving 91 Amodei has been pushing a bill that president’s budget to change
cents an acre up front — so the lo- calls for transferring federal land to throughout the appropriations procals can collect the revenue and the state in phases. The initial phase cess, and I fully expect that to be
even sell some land so private prop- would authorize the state to select the case for the current budget suberty owners can actually pay prop- no less than 7.2 million acres of mission.”
public land for conveyance to NeTransferring federal land to loerty taxes.
cal control is a much better soluA report from the legislatively vada.
As for the president’s plan to cut tion than federal handouts subject
created Nevada Public Land Management Task Force noted a couple PILT funding, Amodei noted, “In to the whims of the current adminof years ago that, while the Bureau the coming weeks, the House Ap- istration and Congress.
Thomas Mitchell is a former
of Land Management loses that 91 propriations Committee will examcents an acre, the average income ine the president’s budget. We will newspaper editor who now writes
for the four states that have public determine if the budget proposal conservative/libertarian columns
trust land is $28.59 per acre. The provides an appropriate level of for weekly papers in Nevada. You
email
Mitchell
at
task force estimated Nevada could funding for the critical programs may
net $114 million by taking over just and agencies Americans rely on. It’s thomasmnv@yahoo.com. He blogs
quite common for the suggested at http://4thst8.wordpress.com/.
10 percent of BLM land.

proved alertness and mental health
— but I also know that there are
skeptics.
During my career, we took an-

nual physical exams (not FITNESS
testing) and would get lab results
and other records. We would joke
about getting a ‘fat’ letter and the
charts used in the past for measuring body mass and the fat index
(whatever they call it today) was not
widely accepted. An officer might
get a letter suggesting that ‘according to the chart’ he was 10 pounds
overweight. The officer might rationalize that he is a weightlifter and
has extra muscle on his frame. The
bottom line is that even if an officer
was quite obese there was no ‘enforcement’ and no way for Metro
to take corrective action. If anything, it was left to the department’s
physician or a personal physician
to monitor the situation.
I am now 57 years old. I went to
a doctor recently and she told me I
could lose 5 pounds. I weighed in
at 208 pounds and I am 6 feet tall. I
get less exercise in these long
Michigan winters so I’m looking
forward to riding my bike and getting in better shape in upcoming
weeks. I weighed 198 at one point
last summer so I told the doctor I
would be 10 pounds lighter the next
time we meet. I don’t worry too
(See Jahn, Page 16)

(Continued from Page 12)
Apparently Governor Brian
Sandoval defends DMV in
the supposed voter fraud
In a way I also defend the DMV
employees’ practice to register to
vote whoever comes before them.
The DMV is not the only one at
fault; Secretary of State Barbara
Cegavske should also consider investigating all State of Nevada employees at the Welfare Department
who also hand a voter registration
form to everyone applying for government assistance, knowing that
the majority of them are not American citizens, and not even close to
being legal residents.
Also, there is the well-known
practice of people working the election polls who are prohibited from
asking voters if they are American
citizens.
Those people working the voting places during election time are

instructed to continue with the voting process and then the Election
Department ostensibly would check
and verify if the person who has
voted is in fact legally eligible to
vote in our elections.
In my most humble opinion it is
the duty of the Electoral Department to verify if the person is eligible or not to vote in our elections
and then to notify the Secretary of
State.
Yes, there is without a doubt
fraud in our elections. I have written many times about people I have
encountered voting, especially in
our Presidential elections, who are
illegal aliens.
Perly Viasmensky is the General
Manager of the Las Vegas Tribune.
She writes a weekly column in this
newspaper. To contact Perly
Viasmensky, email her at
pviasmensky@lasvegas
tribune.com.
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Eight ways to reform the Interior Department
By Shawn Regan
and Reed Watson
The Hill Opinion Contributors
Donald Trump may have made
his name in real estate, but as president his administration now oversees an even bigger empire: the federal estate. At 640 million acres, the
federal government owns more than
one-quarter of the land in the United
States.
When it comes to resolving the
many competing demands across
this vast landscape, the job now
falls to Ryan Zinke. The former
congressman from Montana was
confirmed as Interior Secretary last
month and has promised a “bold”
restructuring of the department. But
he may have to do so with even
fewer resources if Trump’s budget
— which calls for a 12 percent cut
to Interior — is approved.
In a new report published by the
Property and Environment Research Center (PERC), we outline
eight reform ideas for the Interior
Department that would improve its
management by harnessing economic incentives and market principles — and without relying entirely on Washington D.C. for more
funding:
1. Make national parks less reliant on congressional appropriations. Zinke has promised to make
the $12 billion national park maintenance backlog a top priority. But
to do so he’s going to have to make

Muth

(Continued from Page 13)
high-profile help of an assistant in
his office, Geoff Lawrence, who
formerly was an economist for the
conservative Nevada Policy Research Institute. Now get this...
When Sandoval introduced his
budget this year, out of all the state
government positions in his executive budget, only one was eliminated. Guess which one? Yep. Byebye, Geoff.
If you don’t think petty politicians like Sandoval are willing and
able to go after donors to organizations and causes he doesn’t like —
suddenly a health inspector or
building inspector or the fire marshal shows up at your business out
of the blue! — I’ve got oceanfront
property in Terra Haute, Indiana for
sale.
And if you support disclosure of
who people give money to in an
election, in order to be intellectually honest and consistent then you
should also support disclosing exactly who people vote for instead
of casting secret ballots.
Any takers on the left?
I didn’t think so.
*****
Vegas Can Still Avoid
San Angelo’s Big
Garbage Mistake
The story below is a warning and
wake-up call to the members of the
Las Vegas City Council who last
week approved a new 14-year exclusive monopoly NO BID contract
for residential and commercial trash
pickup for Republic Services.
As you’ll see, San Angelo did
the same thing three years ago - and
now many are having some serious
buyer’s remorse.
As I’ve argued here for the last
few months, the Las Vegas City
Council, at the very least, should
have issued an RFP (request for
proposals) to allow competitors to
submit bids rather than rubberstamp this billion-dollar NO BID
monopoly Republic Services contract extension.
Better, however, would have
been for the city to open up the entire COMMERCIAL portion of the
waste-hauling market to full competition.
But if the city wanted to keep a
franchise system rather than an
open market, then at least allow
MULTIPLE franchisees instead of
giving Republic the exclusive.
Las Vegas City Councilman
Bob Beers was dead wrong last in
his comments before voting
AGAINST market competition;
falsely claiming open bidding was
prohibited by law.
It’s not. You could look it up.
As such, I’d like to think Mr.
Beers was simply misinformed and
now regrets his vote. If so, there’s
something he can still do about it...
Simply ask the Las Vegas City
Council to reconsider its vote at the
next meeting.
Bring the issue back up. Hold a
new vote (preferably AFTER the
city council races in June) knowing now that the council CAN open
this franchise to public bidding.
Right the wrong, Councilman.

Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke
major changes to the National Park
Service’s operations and maintenance. Fixing a leaky sewer system
or crumbling road is not the type of
ribbon-cutting project that politicians want to fund. However, the
Park Service can harness publicprivate partnerships for infrastructure projects, outsource its routine
operations to the private sector, and
remove its own restrictions on
spending user fees at the parks
where they are collected.
2. Stop acquiring more land and
start addressing critical needs on
existing lands. Instead of using programs such as the Land and Water
Conservation Fund to enlarge the
federal estate, as is often done, the
federal government’s land acquisiCompetition is good. Competitive bidding is good government.

Mayoral Candidate Tony
Villarreal calls for an open market
in trash collection at the HBA
luncheon on April 13, 2017.
San Angelo Mayoral
Candidate Calls for Open
Market for Trash Hauling
By Joe Hyde
Apr. 13, 2017
SAN ANGELO LIVE
SAN ANGELO, TX — At the
San Angelo Home Builders Association luncheon yesterday, one
mayoral candidate said San Angelo
should scrap part of the $260 million trash contract and make commercial trash collection an open
market. This happened at the San
Angelo HBA candidates’ forum at
noon yesterday. Candidates Tony
Villarreal, Charlotte Farmer and
Brenda Gunter participated. Zach
Taylor was absent for a prior engagement.
Because of the 2014 trash contract, commercial trash pickup fees
are controlled by City ordinance
and the only vendor who can collect any trash within the city of San
Angelo is Republic Services.
The trash conversation began
when homebuilder Chad Decker
stood up at the luncheon and said,
“I’m going to be the bad guy and
bring up trash.”
Decker said the homebuilders
were promised by the City during
the 2014 trash contract negotiations
that temporary roll-off trash collection fees would not be impacted.
Today, Republic Services, the winner of the trash contract, has run all
competition out of town doubling
the cost for construction trash services at job sites.
Decker explained it was the
smaller homes he builds, the ones
with tighter budgets, that are most
impacted by the higher disposal
costs.
“It actually makes these smaller
homes, when you attach all of these
extra fees on them, unaffordable to
some people,” Decker said. He said
disposal fees per new home increased from $1,800 per site to over
$3,500.
“What happened to builders being able to make a choice?” Decker
asked, harkening back to the days
of an open market in San Angelo.
There are two general types of

tion funds should be redirected to
address critical needs on existing
public lands, including maintenance, habitat restoration, and management shortfalls. Acquiring more
federal lands at a time when we cannot adequately maintain our current
lands is irresponsible conservation.
3. Allow greater flexibility for
managing public lands while retaining federal oversight and accountability. Federal land management
has long been controversial, but
there is widespread dissatisfaction
with the status quo. Transferring
lands to state control is unlikely to
happen. But the Interior Department could borrow a lesson from
charter schools by creating “charter forests” on public lands. As resource economist Robert H. Nelson
has explained, under such a system,
public ownership could be retained
while allowing local communities
to exert more control over management decisions.
4. Make endangered species an
asset instead of a liability. Only 2
percent of the species listed as
threatened or endangered under the
Endangered Species Act have been
recovered and delisted. Instead of
penalizing landowners who find
endangered species on their property, the Interior Department should
make use of voluntary agreements,
such as conservation easements and
habitat rental agreements, which
proactively reward private land-

owners for enhancing species habitat.
5. Resolve grazing disputes with
contracts, not armed conflicts. Recent disputes like the occupation of
a wildlife refuge in Oregon last year
are the result of policies that undermine grazing rights as secure property rights. The feds should establish permanent, negotiable grazing
permits and allow them to be transferable — even to environmentalists. That would give competing
groups a more efficient way to resolve disputes over the western
range: by trading instead of raiding.
6. Give tribes more authority
over their natural resources. The
government pays lip service to
tribal sovereignty, but it prevents
tribes from making their own decisions about their land and resources.
Nearly every decision in Indian
Country requires the approval of
Interior’s Bureau of Indian Affairs.
Tribes should be able to make landuse decisions without approval
from the BIA, and the feds should
remove the regulatory obstacles that
often prevent tribes from developing their natural resources if they
choose to do so.
7. Harness water markets.
California’s record snowfall this
year may have temporarily buried
memories of its decades-long
drought, but water scarcity is the
new normal. To minimize the envi-

ronmental and economic impact of
future droughts, Interior’s Bureau
of Reclamation can eliminate water subsidies, remove unnecessary
barriers to trading, and clarify water rights between states and users
to encourage conservation and trading.
8. Adopt market-based policies
to reduce conflicts over oil and gas
development. Decisions about energy development on public lands
are politically determined. But
there’s a better way: Lease auctions
should be open to environmental
and recreation groups, as well as
energy developers. When development threatens environmental values, such groups could purchase
and hold the development rights
instead of pursuing endless lawsuits
and political battles.
By harnessing market principles,
the Interior Department could fulfill its mission in a more effective
manner while producing better environmental and economic results
— and it could do so with fewer
dollars from Washington D.C.
*****
Shawn Regan is a research fellow at the Property and Environment Research Center (PERC) in
Bozeman, Montana, where Reed
Watson is the executive director.
They are contributors to the report
“A New Landscape: 8 Ideas for the
Interior Department.”

commercial trash collection.
Dumpsters (and smaller carts) at
business addresses, and temporary
roll-off trash collection, usually in
20-40-foot metal bins. Decker is
concerned about the latter.
None of the candidates could
answer exactly how the fees
doubled. Here’s a synopsis of why,
based upon our reporting:
When Republic signed the City
trash contract in July 2014, and the
City gave Republic the right or option to enforce its granted exclusivity in-market. Up until San Angelo’s
trash contract provision, every municipality in Texas exempted temporary roll-off trash from exclusivity arrangements. Most relied upon
an obscure 2007 Texas law that prohibited government entities from
making temporary trash pickup eligible for exclusive arrangements.
Competing trash hauler Texas
Disposal Systems began offering

competition for construction trash
right after the City chose Republic
in the April 2014 bid process. TDS
cited the 2007 Texas statute as giving them that right. This was likely
the first time homebuilders benefitted from competition locally. A
small start-up also began competing with Republic and TDS for
building construction business, and
by the end of 2016 was the largest
provider of those services.
The 2014 City contract with
Republic specifies that Republic
may litigate to protect its exclusivity, relieving the City of the cost for
doing so. Republic sued TDS for
competing in the local construction
market before the ink was dry on
the 2014 trash contract. Republic
lost at the federal district court
level, but won at the 5th Circuit of
Appeals near the end of 2016. After Republic won its appeal, TDS
acquiesced and ceased construction

trash hauling March 1. The small
entrepreneurs, J-Bar Solutions,
shutdown voluntarily as well at the
end of February. With no competition, and high rates set by City ordinance, disposal costs at construction job sites immediately doubled.
“One of the things we can do
with the contract is, it can be reverted back to an open market,
where Republic doesn’t have exclusive rights in the city. [And where]
competition can happen,” Villarreal
said. “Competition is good. I think
that is one of the things that needs
to be looked at immediately. And
other parts of the contract as well.”
*****
Chuck Muth is president of Citizen Outreach, a non-profit public
policy grassroots advocacy organization and publisher of
NevadaNewsandViews.com. He
may be reached by email at
cmuth@lasvegastribune.com.

Maramis
(Continued from Page 13)

Some really smart businesses, especially the major ones, even have practice runs on how to handle
emergencies — and we can all now see that removal
of a reluctant passenger is easily within the scope of a
possible emergency — unless they don’t really mind
looking foolish (on the mildest end of the public spectrum), stupid — they did WHAT? — or like totally
unfeeling and uncaring monsters (somewhere on the
way to the far end of the public spectrum). It’s really
hard to imagine how that Dr. Dao situation could have
looked (and been) any worse than it was. But then,
apparently United has had other experience in being
rough and tough with the passengers, and saying whatever they felt would “do the trick” to get them to conform to their wishes, no matter how it looked or felt to
the passenger.
One doesn’t have to go that far back in time to find
one of those “little incidents” that caused United to
use its heavy-handed tactics on a passenger-removal
incident. The treatment of Geoff Fearns, 59, president
of TriPacific Capital Advisors, an Irvine investment
firm that handles more than half a billion dollars in
real estate holdings on behalf of public pension funds,
is just one example. Fearns had to fly to Hawaii for a
business conference, but needed to return earlier than
booked, so he chose to buy a $1,000 full-fare, firstclass ticket back. He boarded the aircraft, took his seat,
and was all settled in awaiting takeoff when a United
employee rushed onto the aircraft and informed him
that he had to get off the plane. When he asked why,
he was told because the flight was overfull, according
to reporter David Lazarus of the LA Times.
Fearns refused to go, having paid full fare and needing to get back to LA as soon as possible, so when a
United staff member told him to leave the plane, he
naturally held his ground. That’s when United threatened to put him in handcuffs if he didn’t comply.
“That’s when they told me they needed the seat for
somebody more important who came at the last
minute,” Fearns said. “They said they have a priority
list and this other person was higher on the list than
me.”
Apparently United had some mechanical troubles
with the aircraft scheduled to make the flight, so the
carrier swapped out that plane with a slightly smaller
one with fewer first-class seats, reported Lazarus in
his article.
That’s when the real trouble started. Now there were
more first-class passengers than seats to accommodate them. So, according to the LA Times article,
United crew members then turned to its “How to Screw
Over Customers” handbook and determined that the
one in higher standing — more miles flown, presumably — gets the seat and the other passenger gets the
boot.
“I understand you might bump people because a
flight is full,” Fearns said. “But they didn’t say any-

thing at the gate. I was already in the seat. And now
they were telling me I had no choice. They said they’d
put me in cuffs if they had to.”
And that was then. Apparently they haven’t learned
much since. Yet other airlines are learning from
United’s poor judgment and making policy that can
insure airline safety in that regard, such as stating no
one is ever to be dragged out of their seat, and it is
much better to keep upping the incentive for deplaning
until someone takes the offer than to force it upon any
paying passenger.
So while last week’s dragging-out episode is still
fresh in our minds, we hear that a couple on their way
to be married were asked to leave a United Airlines
plane. Why? Well, to sum it up according to one or
another accounts of the incident, when the couple got
to their assigned seats, someone was stretched out
across the seats sleeping. Rather than disturb him, they
took other available seats (the plane was far from overcrowded), but apparently the seats they took would have
cost more than the ones they paid for. A somewhat
uncomfortable exchange then ensued and they were
asked to leave the plane.
Contrast United’s way of dealing with THAT situation to what they could have done for some free and
good publicity, such as allowing the newlyweds-to-be
to stay in the slightly better seats as their gift to them,
to at least make a small dent in their comeback image.
Why couldn’t they have calculated the differential in
the cost (let’s say it would’ve been even another $200
more each, which I’m sure is on the high side for an
estimate) and figured that it would be a small enough
price to pay to avoid any additional bad publicity, which
they certainly don’t need at this time. Remember, the
plane was not packed, and the couple was not taking
seats reserved for any other passengers.
Again, that story may go through several changes
and end up with a different face, but the point behind
the details remains the same: Airlines must make better choices when dealing with how they treat their passengers; and to help them with that obvious and necessary change in their usual way of doing things, they
need to understand the logic behind losing a few hundred (or even a few thousand) here or there with one
passenger or another (whether in concessions, incentives or mistakes), and compare that to how much more
they are losing in good will because of the bad publicity they continue to get when acting in their usual way
— with no regard for anything but getting their own
way.
And to think their very name, “United,” implies the
peaceful coming together of people. They’ve come a
long way all right — in the other direction, away from
“the friendly skies.”
Maramis Choufani is the Managing Editor of the
Las Vegas Tribune. She writes a weekly column in this
newspaper. To contact Maramis, email her at
maramis@lasvegastribune.com.
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PBS lesson plan encourages students, teachers
to sympathize with Islamic suicide bombers

By Justin Haskins
The Blaze
“Dying to be a Martyr.” That’s
the name of a lesson plan offered
to students and teachers at no cost
by the Public Broadcasting Service,
a taxpayer-funded nonprofit, and
some of the material seems to encourage students to learn to sympathize with radical Islamic terrorists.
The “Dying to be a Martyr” lesson plan is offered through PBS’
LearningMedia website, “a mediaon-demand service offering educators access to the best of public
media and delivers research-based,
classroom-ready digital learning
experiences,” according to the PBS
website.
The stated “objectives” for the
lesson plan, which is designed for
use by students in grades nine
through 12, include analyzing “why
the Middle East conflict began and
continues today,” discussing “how
religions can unite or divide people”
and explaining “why individuals
and groups sometimes turn to tactics of terrorism, and evaluate how
terrorism affects the world we live
in.”
“Part 1” of the lesson instructs
teachers to use the provided materials to help explain the similarities
and differences between Christianity, Islam and Judaism.
In “Part 2,” students are provided with material that is meant to
show how the nation of Israel came
into existence and to explain the
source of the conflict between the
people of Palestine and Israel. Students examine several important
historical documents, including the
Balfour Declaration and U.N. General Assembly Resolution 181.
At the end of “Part 2,” teachers
are instructed to ask students “to
draw two faces that show emotions—one face for a Palestinian
Muslim after seeing these documents, and one face for an Israeli
Jew... (For example, a student may
draw a happy face for an Israeli Jew

Islamic terrorist Majdi Amer, 25, is interviewed in documentary used in
“Dying to be a Martyr” lesson plan provided to students and teachers
nationwide by the Public Broadcasting Service.
and an angry face for a Palestinian clubs. They travel all over the
Muslim).”
world. They go to America and
It’s in “Part 3” the lesson plan Britain. We can’t even leave Palestakes a disturbing turn. First, stu- tine.”
dents watch a video of 18-year-old
Teachers are then instructed,
Mohanned Abu Tayyoun, a Pales- “Check for understanding by asktinian terrorist “who entered Israel ing students to respond to the focus
carrying a bag of explosives with question. (Mohanned feels he
the intention of carrying out a sui- would rather die and by a martyr
cide bombing.” Mohanned “wa- than live his life, sees his life as
vered, however, and returned home hollow—in contrast he sees Israewithout carrying out the mission.” lis as happy, going out, having fun,
In the video, which is called by traveling.) Ask your students why
the lesson plan the “Martyrdom” Mohanned may feel that way (Anvideo, Mohanned is interviewed swers may include: Palestinians
from a jail cell in Israel, where he have less land, fewer privileges,
is asked why he wanted to be a sui- cannot come and go as they
cide bomber.
please.)”
Mohanned responds, “It was my
Nothing in the instructions tells
decision. Martyrdom leads us to teachers to denounce Mohanned’s
God. I don’t want this life. When claims or radical Islamic views in
you become a martyr, your prize for general.
carrying out the operation is going
In Part 4, students are asked to
to heaven... We Palestinians prefer watch a third video interview of an
to die, just kill ourselves, rather than Islamic terrorist. This time, the
live this worthless life. Our lives are video includes a terrorist who acworthless. We are hollow bodies tually was involved in a suicide
living a pointless life.”
bombing. According to the lesson
“Israelis enjoy their life,” plan, “this is taken from an interMohanned continued. “They go out view with 25-year-old Majdi Amer,
at night. They have cafes and night- who in March 2003 built a bomb

and prepared a suicide bomber for
a bus bombing in Haifa that killed
17 people and wounded 50.”
In the interview, Majdi is asked
why he believes it’s acceptable to
kill women and children, to which
he explains, “If the Israelis kill a
child in Gaza, I’m ready to kill one
in Tel Aviv. If they destroy houses
in Gaza, I’ll do it in Tel Aviv. If they
give me security in my land, then
there’s no problem.”
After students watch the interview, teachers are expected to ask
students to explain “how Majdi and
Mohanned’s opinions differ from
one another, even though they are
both Palestinians involved in suicide bombing plots. (Majdi feels
that Islam calls for him to defend
his land any way he can, he does
not recognize the Jewish state, he
will kill an Israeli for every Palestinian killed. Mohanned did not see
every Jew as an enemy, did not want
to kill innocent people, felt that God
wanted him to live.)”
No instructions are provided telling teachers to denounce the radical claims made by Majdi, and there
are no other lesson plans describing the conflict from the point of
view of the Israelis.
On the lesson plan’s website,
under the “Credits” section, JP
Morgan Chase and the Corporation
for Public Broadcasting are listed
as the sources of funding. CPB is
funded by the U.S. federal government, and it was first created by an
act of Congress in 1967, under the
leadership of Democratic Party
President Lyndon Johnson.
Although it’s difficult to determine just how many teachers have
used this lesson plan in their classrooms, it has been confirmed the
lesson plan is listed in the New York
State Education Department’s
“Global History & Geography
Online Resource Guide.” Tami
Goldstein, a public school teacher
at John F. Kennedy High School in
Silver Spring, Maryland, lists the
lesson plan on a website for a course

she teaches at the school titled
“Modern World History.”
On PBS’ website for teachers
and students seeking educational
resources, the lesson plan has been
viewed more than 1,200 times.
At the end of March, the Christian Action Network sent a “Letter
of Demand” to officials at the U.S.
Department of Education, mandating the PBS LearningMedia
website cease its “so-called educational material” covering topics related to Islam, which CAN said are
“nothing more than indoctrinating
students into Islamic religious beliefs, duties and actions.”
A review of the LearningMedia
website by The Blaze found at least
six lengthy lesson plans focused on
teaching students about various aspects of Islam, including “The Five
Pillars of Islam,” “The Haj: Journey to Mecca” and “Salat: Prayer
in Muslim Life.” However, no similar lesson plans covering other religious groups—including Christianity, Judaism, Buddhism, Taoism
or Hinduism—were discovered on
the website.
Justin Haskins is a pro-liberty
writer, editor, and the editor-in-chef
of the New Revere Daily Press.
Haskins has been published over
200 times in major digital and print
publications, including The Wall
Street Journal, New York Post,
Forbes, FoxNews.com, U.S. News
and World Report, Newsweek,
Breitbart, National Review, The
Blaze, The Hill and The Daily
Caller, among many others. His
writing has also been featured or
discussed by The Rush Limbaugh
Show, Drudge Report, The Washington Post, Real Clear Politics,
TeaParty.org, Newsmax, the American Conservative Union, and Fox
News’ Fox Nation. Haskins is the
former field director for the Rhode
Island Republican Party. He lives
in Durham, NC with his wife, Dr.
Jacquelyn, and his dog Roxy. Follow Justin Haskins on Twitter
@TheNewRevere

dresses this question in his statement to The Hill.
“Somewhere, somebody in the
intelligence community had the
idea to make this political to unmask those people so that it can be
used for political purposes,” he said.
“The question is, we know where
the order came from, what it sounds
like from Susan Rice, was it her
intention or was she just parroting
something that someone said?”
Indeed, Rice needs to answer
that question.
3. We need to know if Rice’s
actions violated the law.
While it is not illegal to unmask

Americans incidentally wiretapped
in a surveillance operation, it is illegal to leak those names to the
press, as Trey Gowdy (R–SC) implied while questioning FBI Director James Comey a few weeks ago.
4. We need closure to this
story.
This story has been front and
center of the news cycle for over a
month, ever since President Trump
tweeted his accusation that President Obama “wire tapped” Trump
Tower. We need answers to all the
questions surrounding this possible
“political weaponizing” of the intelligence agencies.

Four reasons Susan Rice should be investigated
By Elliott Hamilton
The Daily Wire
A bombshell report last week
revealed that Susan Rice, Barack
Obama’s national security advisor,
asked the intelligence community
for information on and subsequently unmasked members of
Trump’s transition team and campaign. As a result of this revelation,
pressure has been mounting for an
investigation into Rice over these
reports. Here are the reasons why
this is a good idea:
1. We need to know if the unmasking of members of Trump’s
team was politically motivated.
Rep. Barry Loudermilk (R–GA)
said the following to The Hill‘s
Molly K. Hooper:
When you’re in position like that
and you have responsibility, constitutional responsibility, legal responsibility, you do not take things upon
yourself to drive national security
in a political direction.
Rep. Loudermilk is correct. The
national security advisor works
with the president on issues surrounding the protection of the
homeland, a power that is enumerated to the executive branch in Article II of the Constitution, and
should not be influenced by partisan politics. If Rice acted extrajudicially in pushing her political
agenda through her position, that

raises serious concerns.
2. We need to know who initiated the unmasking of Trump’s
team.
When Rep. Devin Nunes (R–
CA) announced information about
the “incidental collection” of surveillance intel on Trump’s team, it
was unclear who was responsible
for ordering the wiretaps in the first
place and whether it was actually
intended to keep tabs on Trump’s
team. Having been outed as involved in the unmasking, Rice
needs to be upfront about the intent
of the wiretaps that “incidentally”
bugged members of then-Presidentelect Trump’s transition team.
Rep. Loudermilk likewise ad-

(Continued from Page 14)
much about height-weight charts or
‘proportionality,’ but I think we all
know it when we feel a bit out of
shape. As a police officer it is not
fun to wear body armor and to have
it ‘bunch’ up on your torso when
you have to sit in a police car. There
are times when it is very uncomfortable to be overweight and to
look unfit and to be getting the attention of tourists or other observers. Eventually, some cops stop
wearing their body armor and then
you can see even more of their bellies hanging over their duty belt.
This is NOT a sight to behold.
Getting beyond making DEMANDS in the police academy
(where recruits have been known to
lose 30 pounds or more) what can
the LVMPD (and other police departments) do to improve their im-

ages (physical appearance of fitness
for officers)? Fitness and wellness
programs have been proven to increase loyalty, reduce turnover, and
generally improve morale but I
know of no programs in place at
Metro. I guess there is only hope
that at some point in the future there
will be a system in place to keep
more cops looking good, feeling
good, and physically fit so they can
keep improving their performance
for the public and also their professional image!
Norm Jahn served with the
LVMPD for over 21 years and
achieved the rank of lieutenant. He
also served as a police chief in Wisconsin for over three years. Jahn
has been a university professor and
also taught in the criminal justice
program at the College of Southern Nevada for over a decade.

Jahn

Mace

(Continued from Page 14)
puter-aided border search of a traveler’s electronic
devices that lasted several hours without reasonable
suspicion.
Many citizen’s rights groups including the Electronic Frontier Foundation (check out their Border
search Guide: https://www.eff.org/files/2017/03/10/
digital-privacy-border-2017-guide3.10.17.pdf) — an
organization that is working hard to persuade courts
(and border agents) to adopt the limits set forth in the
Riley decision for border searches of cellphones and
other digital devices. EFF’s mission is to protect fundamental rights regardless of technology. In the meantime, what should you do to protect your digital privacy?
Much turns on your individual circumstances and
personal risk assessment. The consequences for noncompliance with a command from a CBP agent to unlock a device will be different, for example, for a U.S.

citizen versus a non-citizen. If you are a U.S. citizen,
agents must let you enter the country eventually; they
cannot detain you indefinitely. If you are a lawful permanent resident, agents might raise complicated questions about your continued status as a resident. If you
are a foreign visitor, agents may deny you entry entirely.
Of course there are tools and practices that you may
choose to use to protect your personal data from government intrusion.
For more information regarding Nevada or Federal laws, or if you feel your constitutional rights have
been violated, please call Mace Yampolsky & Associates. Call us at (702) 385-9777. If you need help, CALL
NOW before it is too late. We can help! We are available 24/7 for emergencies Contact us today. Contact
us at Mace Yampolsky & Associates, at 702-385-9777
if you or any loved ones have any criminal problems.
We are open 24/7 for emergencies.
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Sandy Zimmerman’s Celebrity Interview Along the Red Carpet:

Brett Feinstein, Producer, Director and
Creator of the Sapphire Comedy Hour
By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Red Carpet photo
by Sandy Zimmerman
and other photos
by Sapphire Comedy Hour
Sandy Zimmerman (SZ): “As producer,
director and creator of Sapphire Comedy
Hour, you must be really busy.”
Brett Feinstein (BF): “This show takes a
lot of our time. We have been doing it for
five years every Saturday night, at 8 pm, in
the Sapphire Showroom.
SZ: “It’s a beautiful showroom.”
BF: “The showroom holds about 300
people. It’s probably one of the nicest showrooms off the Strip or even on the Strip.”
SZ: “I like the runway. It comes out in the
middle of the room so the audience can see
close- up views of the acts.”
BF: “The acts come to life at the Sapphire
Comedy Hour.”
SZ: “How did you become involved?”
BF: “I was doing a radio show and one of
the comedians on the show told me he managed other comedians. Because of my involvement with Sapphire, we had this room
available for our show. After we began, burlesque and magic were added. Before you
knew it was happening every Saturday
night.”
SZ: “Do you sing or dance?”
BF: “I sing and dance but not for money
(laughing).
SZ: “Have you been involved in shows
before?”
BF: “In my past, I was involved in some
shows of my own in Hollywood.
SZ: “I’m excited, tonight you are featuring all the favorites of the past.”
BF: “We have a wonderful show for you
tonight, it’s a classic comedy hour, a trip
down memory lane. We bring comedians
such as Bob Hope, Johnny Carson Groucho
Marks, George Burns, Phyllis Diller and
some other special entertainment which involves mus, burlesque and magic.”
SZ: “That’s everything not just comedy!”
BF: “Not just comedy, I shop for all things
entertainment.”
SZ: “There’s a new show every week.”
I saw the show and can recommend the
Sapphire Comedy Hour to everyone who
wants to laugh!”
The Sapphire Comedy Hour is Produced
and Directed by Brett Feinstein of Sapphire
Entertainment. Co-producing is long-time
Vegas Magician Douglas “Lefty” Leferovich

who acts as creative director, magic consultant and also is a featured performer. Along
with Brett and Lefty, Co-producing is comedy expert Philip Peredo who is President of
his own TickleMe Entertainment and books
many of the comedic acts for the this comedy show.
Comedy is better for your health. So laugh

and enjoy the Sapphire Comedy Hour, inside
the Sapphire Club, 7 pm, every Saturday,
3025 Sammy Davis Jr., Industrial Road becomes SD, Jr. Drive.
*****
Award-winning Syndicated Columnist
Sandy Zimmerman features Show and Dining REVIEWS, Travel, Health, Spas,

LUXURY RESORTS and more. Sandy is talk
show host of Sandy Zimmerman’s Las Vegas
TV.com streaming and Discover the Ultimate
Vacation television travel specials. If you
would like to suggest topics for articles, request information or to ask questions about
Sandy’s articles, call 702-515-0846 or email
sandyzimm2003@yahoo.com.

Page 18 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / April 19-25, 2017

CIA takes over the F.I.O.R.E... now what?

By the Las Vegas Tribune Roving Reporter
Photos by David “Bananas” Williams
Considering that none of the F.I.O.R.E. members are in
the Secret Witness Program (that we know of), no one was
surprised that a former CIA agent was scheduled to be the
guest speaker at the April Luncheon.
They just wondered what the subject matter would be;
could it be about Terrorism, Crime stories, Politics or an
AMWAY conspiracy plot to take over the dismal French soap
market? No one knew.
But, as this was the FIORE, everyone knew it would be
special. And It was.
Former CIA agent James (Mule) Parker revealed some of
his innermost secrets. For years, while working undercover
in some of the most dangerous missions all over the troubled
areas of the entire world, including Burbank, CA, risking his
life on numerous occasions, he collected jokes.
At the risk of these jokes falling into the hands of the
enemy who could use them indiscriminately, lacking timing,
a sense of humor and good delivery, an enemy who could
kill these jokes for the rest of us, he, selflessly and courageously, collected these jokes and kept them safe... to only
be used on occasions such as a FIORE meeting or an occasional Caribbean Cruise.
The audience loved his sacrifices and his presentation
during this month’s meeting. His “sacrifices” were well worth
it.
Good job, James. You made us feel secure with your wit.
Keep up the good work... Making America Laugh Again!
Also in attendance was entertainer Michael Monge, who
sang some favorite songs.
Columnist John Katz of the Review-Journal attended the
meeting. I guess this might be another FIORE luncheon that
could get reviews.
Next month’s meeting promises to be another great one.
Al Bernstein will be the guest speaker.
The luncheons are held at the Italian American Club and
RSVP to nonclubclubfiore@gmail.com is mandatory.

Former CIA agent James (Mule) Parker may look very serious in this photo,
but his program was a very funny and entertaining one.

Las Vegas Review Journal columnist John Katz was making his rounds.

Entertainer Michael Monge delivered some favorite Italian songs.

Michael and Martha Kimpel have just renewed
their Wedding Vows.

FI.O.R.E. Ambassadors Lee Constantino
and Samantha Kolari.

Cliff and Claire Lawrence and their guests Bruce and Susan.

Presidents Ken Walther, Felix Silla (Cousin ITT) and Peter Anthony.

Felix Silla and Michael De Cilla. Close but no cigar.
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CIA takes over the F.I.O.R.E... now what?

Martha and Eddie DeVries. Martha is the only woman who has swum the waters from
the Alcatraz Island to San Francisco three times. Eddie just waited at the pier.

“All for me?”.... Donave Stanley and a happy and surprise (?) James Hatland.

Giuseppe (Joseph) Donato and The Duke of Fremont Street.

TheThree Presidentsketeers. John Faulis, Wayne Hood and Allen Tramont.

Ambassador Jackie Smith and President Johnny Amato.

Autumn Florez and Phil Carlino brought silver items to be given away
(no myrrh or frankincense, just silver). Great supporters of the club.

James (Mule) Parker, (CIA - Central Intelligence Agency)
and Nelson Sardelli, (CIA - Cute Italian American).

Sardelli, Silla and Carlino. Fun Italians Organizing Ridiculous Events.

Al Bernstein will be the featured guest speaker on May 11. RSVP asap or sooner even.
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Lawry’s Prime Rib Experience
This Week
in Las Vegas
By Mike Kermani

By Mike Kermani
Las Vegas Tribune
The $69 “Ultimate Prime Rib
Experience” includes a Meat & Potatoes Martini (with prime ribstuffed olives), the pastry-wrapped
prime rib “cigar” appetizer, and, of
course, the classic Prime Rib meal
(Lawry cut of prime rib, + mashed
potatoes and gravy + Yorkshire
pudding + a side). They’ll also get
a recipe for Prime Rib Hash, to
make with their leftovers the next
day!
National Prime Rib Day is coming up on Thurs/April 27.
The “Ultimate Prime Rib Experience” ($69pp) includes a Meat &
Potatoes Martini (with prime ribstuffed olives), the pastry-wrapped
prime rib “cigar” appetizer, Prime
Rib Hash, and, of course, the classic Prime Rib meal (Lawry cut of
prime rib, + mashed potatoes and
gravy + Yorkshire pudding + a
side).
Throughout the month of April,
Lawry’s will also be raising awareness + support for longtime charity
partner AbilityFirst which helps
children and adults with development disabilities. Lawry’s will
match every $10 donation and provide customers a $25 reward card
for a return visit.
*****
ROY’S EXCLUSIVE LIMITED
SEATING EVENING OF
EXQUISITE DISHES PAIRED
WITH GRACIOUS WINES
FROM ROMBAUER
VINEYARDS
On May 3rd, a very special
Roy’s exclusive — a limited-seating evening of Learn about the characteristics of each wine and how
they pair with the inspiring landand-sea dishes prepared by our talented chefs. Enjoy our Hokkaido
Sea Scallop paired with Rombauer
Vineyards Sauvignon Blanc, and
our Kona Kampachi perfectly
complemented by Rombauer Vineyards Sauvignon Blanc. Our Sea
Bass could ask for no better companion than a Rombauer Vineyards
‘Carneros’ Chardonnay. And our
Dry Aged Prime Rib paired with
Rombauer Vineyards, Cabernet
Sauvignon. Our Summer Berry
Tartlett could ask for no better companion than a Rombauer Vineyards
Zinfandel.
To ensure the intimacy of this
unique experience, space is extremely limited - call now to make
your reservation.
ROMBAUER VINEYARDS
WINE DINNER May 3rd,
6:30PM, $79 Per Guest
AMUSE BOUCHE
Hokkaido Sea Scallop
Mandarin Vinaigrette —Beech

Mushroom —Puffed Rice
ROMBAUER VINEYARDS
SAUVIGNON BLANC
FIRST COURSE
Kona Kampachi
Crispy Quinoa —Yuzu Curd —
Citrus Caviar
ROMBAUER VINEYARDS
SAUVIGNON BLANC
SECOND COURSE
Sea Bass
French Radish —Bottarga Sauce
—Trout Roe
English Peas —Asparagus
ROMBAUER VINEYARDS
‘CARNEROS’ CHARDONNAY
ENTREE COURSE
Dry Aged Prime Rib
Maui Onion Soubise —Soft
Poached Farm Egg -Sauce
Bordelaise
ROMBAUER VINEYARDS
CABERNET SAUVIGNON
DESSERT
Summer Berry Tartlett
Passion Fruit Curd —Raspberry
Coulis
ROMBAUER VINEYARDS
ZINFANDEL
*****
BILL FAYNE’S “BROADWAY
SHOWSTOPPERS” COME
TO THE SUNCOAST
SHOWROOM MAY 27
Bill Fayne’s “Broadway
Showstoppers” will bring iconic
show tunes to the Suncoast Showroom on Saturday, May 27.
The cast of “Broadway
Showstoppers” features some of
Las Vegas’ most talented entertainers, including members of shows
like “Vegas! The Show,” “Jubilee”
and even more variety, song and
dance shows. The show features
hits from some of the most celebrated musicals in Broadway’s
history, including “Funny Girl,”
“Gypsy,” “West Side Story,” “Cats”
and more.
The Las Vegas-based talents
who make up the show lineup include: Anne Martinez, Amanda
Kaiser, Ashley Fuller, Jason
Watson, Niki Scalera and Ayler
Evan.
Showtime is 8:30 p.m. Tickets
start at $15.95 plus taxes and fees,
and can be purchased by calling
Ticketmaster at 800.745.3000;
online at www.suncoastcasino.com;
or in-person at The Orleans,
Suncoast, Gold Coast and Sam’s
Town. Tickets may also be purchased the day of the show (depending upon availability) at the venue
box office.
*****
TOUCH-A-TRUCK
RETURNS TO ORLEANS
ARENA APRIL 29
Family to Family Connection’s
13th Annual Touch-A-Truck fam-

ily event will return to the Orleans
Arena on Saturday, April 29. Children will be able to get a hands-on
experience in massive utility and
first-responder vehicles. For the
first two hours of the event (from 9
to 11 a.m.), a horn-free period will
be offered for children with special
needs or sensitive hearing. Saturday, April 29 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
Orleans Arena, 4500 West
Tropicana Avenue, Las Vegas.
Tickets are available in advance
at www.touchatruck.com for $6 per
person, or $8 per person at the gate.
For more information, visit
www.orleansarena.com.
*****
MGM RESORTS
HOLIDAY EVENTS AND
SPECIAL MENUS
Cinco de Mayo
Guests are invited to join the fiesta with various Cinco de Mayoinspired specials and events at select MGM Resorts restaurants:
MANDALAY BAY
Libertine Social
Libertine Social will offer the
following festive Kimo Sabe
Mezcal beverage specials on Friday, May 5:
—Kimo Sabe specialty cocktail,
$10 each
—Kimo Sabe Mezcal Joven or
Respado shot, $5
—Dos Equis and Kimo Sabe
shot, $8
DELANO LAS VEGAS
Della’s Kitchen Farmhouse
Dinner
To celebrate Cinco de Mayo,
Della’s Kitchen will present its fifth

Farmhouse Dinner. The special
event will begin with a reception
from 6 p.m. - 7 p.m. in Delano
Lobby and Franklin Lounge with
live food stations and passed appetizers courtesy of Border Grill and
Della’s Kitchen. Premium tequila
tastings and festive Cinco de Mayoinspired cocktails also will be available. At 7 p.m., guests will be welcomed to the restaurant by Executive Chef Jay Calimlim who will
host a four-course sit-down dinner
featuring Latin and Southwest-inspired cuisine that showcases the
restaurant’s commitment to sustainable and fresh ingredients. To conclude the evening, guests are invited to a post-dinner cocktail fiesta at Franklin Lounge featuring
live entertainment from 9 p.m. midnight, including a special performance by Latin R&B sensation
Andy Vargas, the voice of Santana.
—Place: Della’s Kitchen; reception and post-party at Franklin
Lounge and Delano Lobby
—Date: Friday, May 5
—Time: Reception, 6 p.m.-7
p.m.; Dinner, 7 p.m. - 9 p.m.; Cocktail party, 9 p.m.- midnight
—Price: $100 per person, plus
tax and gratuity
—To make reservations, call the
restaurant at 702-632-9250
—Social
media
info:
@DelanoVegas
THE PARK
Beerhaus
Celebrate Cinco de Mayo with
live upbeat Latin music from 9 p.m.
—1 a.m., an outdoor bar and festive food specials including Street
Corn, Walking Tacos and Beerhaus
Mexican Hotdogs.
To download complete Cinco de
Mayo-themed menus, visit the
MGM Resorts PR Newsroom and
press the “Click to Download” button at the top of the page
Mother’s Day
This Mother’s Day, treat Mom
to a day of delicious food and great
company with various specials,
menus and events at select MGM
Resorts restaurants:
ARIA
May 13 & 14 Anne Willan Book
Signing at BARDOT Brasserie
Chef Michael Mina’s BARDOT
Brasserie will host a special
Mother’s Day celebratory dinner
and brunch featuring prominent

author and founder of famed French
cooking school La Varenne, Anne
Willan, for exclusive book signings
featuring two of her books:
One Souffle at a Time and Secrets from the La Varenne Kitchen.
Guests can join Ms. Willan for a
special Saturday dinner service on
May 13 or Sunday brunch on May
14, both featuring specialty menu
items such as Asparagus with Tarragon Butter, 7-Hour Leg of Lamb,
Lobster
Armoricaine
and
Teurgoule. Cocktail hour specials
will be offered in the lounge during both book signings and books
will be available for purchase.
BELLAGIO
May 25 Snack Wagon Takeover
at Harvest by Roy Ellamar
As part of the Takeover series,
culinary aficionados have the opportunity to interact with their favorite chefs each month as the guest
chef takes charge of one of
Harvest’s signature snack wagons
by featuring their own specialty
small bites and traveling table-totable discussing their selections
with diners.
—Place: Harvest by Roy
Ellamar:
—Date: Thursday, May 25 featuring BARDOT Brasserie Executive Chef Joshua Smith
—Time: 5 p.m. —9 p.m. in the
restaurant’s lounge
—Social media info: @Bellagio
@RoyEllamar @Bardot_LV
#SnackWagonTakeover
MANDALAY BAY
Saturday Fireside Chats at
Libertine Social
Every Saturday night, Libertine
Social will host Fireside Chats with
Executive Chef Jamaal Taherzadeh
at renowned chef Shawn McClain’s
social dining concept. Guests will
enjoy seasonal food and beverage
pairings at the restaurant’s interactive chef’s counter. The intimate
food and beverage pairing events
will host one seating each Saturday.
In conjunction with the Fireside
Chats, the delicious five-course
event menu also is available in the
main dining room every Saturday
evening.
*****
Mike Kermani is an entertainment writer for the Las Vegas Tribune newspaper. He writes a weekly
column in this newspaper. To contact Mike Kermani, email
mkermani@ lasvegas tribune.com

F.I.O.R.E. May Luncheon
Thursday, May 11th at 11:30 a.m.

You’re invited to
an intriguing
luncheon
with Special
Guest Speaker

Al
Bernstein
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Caesars Entertainment Resorts provides the biggest stars

By Jerry Fink
Las Vegas Tribune
Below are updated listings for
the entertainment options and attractions at several of the Caesars
Entertainment resorts in Las Vegas:
Bally’s Las Vegas
Windows Showroom
Wayne Newton:
Up Close and Personal
Newton will sing crowd favorites including platinum record hit,
“Danke Schoen,” as well as engage
with the audience by answering
questions, making for a truly extraordinary experience.
Showtimes: Monday–Wednesday; 7:30 p.m.
Tickets: Tickets may be purchased online at Ticketmaster.com,
by calling (702) 777-2782 or in person at any Las Vegas Caesars Entertainment Box Office. For groups
of 10 or more call 1-866-574-3851
or email EntertainmentGroup
Sales@Caesars.com.
Pricing: Tickets start at $87.14.
A VIP package is available for
$209.27 and includes VIP seating
and a meet and greet. Orders are
subject to additional service charges
and fees.
50 SHADES! THE PARODY
Proclaimed “filthy and funny”
by New York Daily News and
“clever and wildly entertaining” by
Variety, 50 SHADES! THE
PARODY is a hilariously naughty
satire.
Showtimes: Tuesday–Sunday;
9:30 p.m.
Tickets: Tickets are available at
any Las Vegas Caesars Entertainment Box Office, or by calling
(702) 777-2782 and (855) 2347469. Tickets can also be purchased
via www.ballyslasvegas.com. For
groups of 10 or more call 1-866574-3851 or email Entertainment
GroupSales@Caesars.com.
Pricing: Tickets start at $65.58.
Additional service fees apply.
Paranormal-The Mindreading
Magic Show. Las Vegas
International mentalist Frederic
Da Silva brings his renowned show
to Bally’s Las Vegas.
Showtimes: Wednesday–Monday; 4 p.m.
Tickets: Tickets are available at
any Las Vegas Caesars Entertainment Box Office, or by calling
(702) 777-2782 and (855) 2347469. Tickets can also be purchased
via www.ballyslasvegas.com. For
groups of 10 or more call 1-866574-3851 or email Entertainment
GroupSales@Caesars.com.
Pricing: Tickets range from
$51.37 to $60.54. Additional service fees apply.
The Bronx Wanderers
The Bronx Wanderers, up close
and personal, yet larger than life,
take you on a journey of the greatest music of our time.
Showtimes: Nightly; 5:30 p.m.
Tickets: Tickets are available at
any Las Vegas Caesars Entertainment Box Office, or by calling
(702) 777-2782 and (855) 2347469. Tickets can also be purchased
via www.ballyslasvegas.com. For
groups of 10 or more call 1-866574-3851 or email Entertainment
GroupSales@Caesars.com.
Pricing: Tickets start at $65.51.
Additional service fees apply.
Solid Gold Soul Solid Gold Soul
features Motown’s greatest
soul music from the 60‘s
Showtimes: Thursday–Sunday,
7:30 p.m.; Monday, 9:30 p.m.
Tickets: Tickets are available at
any Las Vegas Caesars Entertainment Box Office, or by calling
(702) 777-2782 and (855) 2347469. Tickets can also be purchased
via www.ballyslasvegas.com. For
groups of 10 or more call 1-866574-3851 or email Entertainment
GroupSales@Caesars.com.
Pricing: Tickets start at $62.14.
Additional service fees apply.
The Paul Lynde Show
Paul Lynde is back on the Vegas
Strip. Well, sort of! Best known as
one of America’s most honored comedians, star of the 70’s on hit television series such as “Bewtiched”
and “Hollywood Squares,” comedian and acclaimed celebrity impersonator Michael Airington plays
Paul Lynde in the one-man-show

based on his 1976 show, “The Paul
Lynde Show.”
Showtimes: Wednesday–Monday; 2 p.m. The show on April 8
will be at 1 p.m.
Tickets: Tickets are available at
any Las Vegas Caesars Entertainment Box Office, or by calling
(702) 777-2782 and (855) 2347469. Tickets can also be purchased
via www.ballyslasvegas.com. For
groups of 10 or more call 1-866574-3851 or email Entertainment
GroupSales@Caesars.com.
Pricing: Tickets start at $39.99.
Additional service fees apply.
Caesars Palace
Roman Plaza
ABSINTHE
ABSINTHE at Caesars Palace is
one part vivid imagination, two
parts carnival and a shot of old
world burlesque mixed with a
heavy dash of decadence.
Showtimes: Wednesday–Sunday; 8 p.m. and 10 p.m.
Tickets: Tickets can be purchased in person at any Las Vegas
Caesars Entertainment Box Office,
by phone at 1-800-745-3000 or on
www.Ticketmaster.com keyword:
“Absinthe.”
For groups of 10 or more call 1866-574-3851 or email Entertainment GroupSales@Caesars.com.
Pricing: Reserved seating tickets are $99, Reserved B tickets are
$109, VIP tickets are $109 and
VVIP tickets are $134 not including taxes and fees. Beginning Jan.
4, VIP tickets are $129 and VVIP
tickets are $139. The VIP package
includes second and third row reserved seating and a complimentary
split of Moet champagne. The
VVIP package includes front row
cushioned seating and a complimentary split of Moet champagne.
The Colosseum
at Caesars Palace
Céline
Céline at The Colosseum at
Caesars Palace is a glamorous show
directed by legendary Grammy
Awards producer Ken Ehrlich and
presented jointly by AEG Live and
Caesars Entertainment.
Showtimes: April 5, 7, 8, 11, 12,
14, 15, 18, 19, 21, 22; May 9, 12,
13, 16, 17, 19, 20, 23, 24, 27, 28,
30, 31; June 2, 3; 7:30 p.m.
Tickets: Tickets may be purchased in person at The Colosseum
at Caesars Palace Box Office, by
calling 866-320-9763, or online at
thecolosseum.com or axs.com.
For groups of 10 or more call 1866-574-3851 or email Entertainment GroupSales@Caesars.com.
Pricing: Tickets range in price
from $55 to $500, not including
Steve Martin & Martin Short:
“An Evening You Will Forget
For The Rest Of Your Life”
Audiences can expect an
evening of nonstop laughs as the
hilarious duo recall their iconic careers, creative influences and most
memorable encounters, uniquely
presented though a blend of conversation, banter, singing and banjo
playing. They will be joined by special musical guest the Steep Canyon Rangers.
Showtimes: April 9, July 23,
Aug. 25, Oct. 29; 7:30 p.m.
Tickets: Tickets may be purchased in person at The Colosseum
at Caesars Palace Box Office, by
calling 866-320-9763 or online by
visiting thecolosseum.com or
axs.com. For groups of 10 or more,
call 866-574-3851 or email
EntertainmentGroupSales@Caesars.com.
Pricing: Tickets range in price
from $49.95 to $175. Orders are
subject to additional service charges
and fees.
Elton John
“The Million Dollar Piano”
World-renowned
singer,
songwriter and performer, Elton
John returns to The Colosseum at
Caesars Palace with his critically
acclaimed show, “The Million Dollar Piano.”
Showtimes: April 25, 26, 28, 29;
May 1, 3, 4, 5; 7:30 p.m.
Tickets: Tickets may be purchased in person at The Colosseum
at Caesars Palace Box Office, by
calling 866-320-9763 , or online at
thecolosseum.com or axs.com. For
groups of 10 or more call 1-866-

574-3851 or email Entertainment
GroupSales@Caesars.com.
Pricing : Tickets range in price
from $55 to $500, not including
fees.
Jim Gaffigan: Noble Ape Tour
Actor, writer, producer,
Grammy-nominated comedian,
New York Times best-selling author, top touring performer and
multi-platinum selling father of five
Jim Gaffigan has packed up the tour
bus and hit the road with his family
for his live “Noble Ape” arena and
theatre tour.
Showtimes: May 6 and 7; 8 p.m.
Tickets: Tickets may be purchased in person at The Colosseum
at
Caesars Palace Box Office, by
calling 866-320-9763 or online by
visiting thecolosseum.com or
axs.com. For groups of 10 or more,
call 866-574-3851 or email
EntertainmentGroupSales@Caesars.com.
Pricing: Tickets range in price
from $49.95 to $89.95. Orders are
subject to additional service charges
and fees.
Jeff Dunham:
Perfectly Unbalanced
Jeff Dunham, the wildly popular and internationally-acclaimed
comic/ventriloquist is loading up
the bus along with his cast of characters and returning to Las Vegas
for one-night only to play The Colosseum at Caesars Palace.
Showtimes: June 16, 23, 30; July
7, 12, 19, 26; Aug. 2, 10, 16, 23,
30; Sept. 6, 13; 7:30 p.m.
Tickets: Tickets may be purchased in person at The Colosseum
at Caesars Palace Box Office, by
calling 866-320-9763 , or online at
thecolosseum.com or axs.com. For
groups of 10 or more call 1-866574-3851 or email Entertainment
GroupSales@Caesars.com.
Pricing: Tickets range in price
from $49.50 to $89.50, not including fees.
Jerry Seinfeld
Seinfeld continues to reign
among the nation’s most popular
comedy stars. He has headlined The
Colosseum since Dec. 2003 and
previously headlined the resort’s
Circus Maximus Showroom.
Showtimes: June 17–18; Sept.
8–9; 7:30 p.m.
Tickets: Tickets may be purchased in person at The Colosseum
at Caesars Palace Box Office, by
calling 866-320-9763 , or online at
thecolosseum.com or axs.com. For
groups of 10 or more call 1-866-

574-3851 or email Entertainment
GroupSales@Caesars.com.
Pricing: Tickets range in price
from $82.50 to $165, not including
fees.
REBA, BROOKS & DUNN:
Together in Vegas
REBA, BROOKS & DUNN:
Together in Vegas is a culmination
of the friendship and musical admiration Reba McEntire, Brooks &
Dunn have shared since first touring together in 1993.
Showtimes: June 21, 24, 25, 28;
July 1, 2; Nov. 29, Dec. 1, 2, 5, 8,
9; 7:30 p.m.
Tickets: Tickets may be purchased in person at The Colosseum
at Caesars Palace Box Office, by
calling 866-320-9763 , or online at
thecolosseum.com or axs.com. For
groups of 10 or more call 1-866574-3851 or email Entertainment
GroupSales@Caesars.com.
Pricing: Tickets range in price
from $59.50 to $205, not including
fees.
MARIAH #1 TO INFINITY
Mariah Carey, the iconic chanteuse and best-selling female artist
of all time with over 200 million
records sold, is performing in Las
Vegas with a headlining residency
at The Colosseum at Caesars Palace.
Showtimes: July 8, 9, 11, 14, 15,
18; 8 p.m.
Tickets: Tickets may be purchased in person at The Colosseum
at Caesars Palace Box Office, by
calling 866-320-9763 , or online at
thecolosseum.com or axs.com. For
groups of 10 or more call 1-866574-3851 or email Entertainment
GroupSales@Caesars.com.
Pricing: Tickets range in price
from $55 to $250, not including
fees.
THE WHO
One of rock’s most legendary
and defining bands, THE WHO
joins the home ofthe greatest entertainers in the world as the first
rock band to take residency at The
Colosseum since the venue opened

in 2003.
Showtimes: July 29; Aug. 1, 4,
7, 9, 11
Tickets: Tickets may be purchased in person at The Colosseum
at Caesars Palace Box Office, by
calling 866-320-9763 , or online at
thecolosseum.com or axs.com. For
groups of 10 or more call 1-866574-3851 or email Entertainment
GroupSales@Caesars.com.
Pricing: Tickets range in price
from $76 to $501, not including
fees.
Steve Miller Band with special
guest, Peter Frampton
Steve and his band look forward
to delving into their deep catalogue
of hits from the ‘60s, ‘70s and ‘80s.
Showtimes: Aug. 8; 7 p.m.
Tickets: Tickets may be purchased in person at The Colosseum
at Caesars Palace Box Office, by
calling 866-320-9763 , or online at
thecolosseum.com or axs.com. For
groups of 10 or more call 1-866574-3851 or email Entertainment
GroupSales@Caesars.com.
Pricing: Tickets range in price
from $59.50 to $150, not including
fees.
Rod Stewart: The Hits.
Rod Stewart: The Hits. is a concert celebration featuring a set list
of the rock and R&B favorites
which have defined Stewart’s unparalleled five-decade-long career.
Showtimes: Aug. 15, 18, 19, 22,
26, 27, 29; Sept. 2, 3; 7:30 p.m.
Tickets: Tickets may be purchased in person at The Colosseum
at Caesars Palace Box Office, by
calling 866-320-9763 , or online at
thecolosseum.com or axs.com. For
groups of 10 or more call 1-866574-3851 or email Entertainment
GroupSales@Caesars.com.
Pricing: Tickets range in price
from $49 to $250, not including
fees.
Jerry Fink is an entertainment
columnist for the Las Vegas Tribune
newspaper and writes a weekly column. To contact Fink, email him at
jfink@ lasvegastribune.com.
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Next Year the Public is Invited to Meet the
Celebrities, Taste the Food at the Viewing Party
and Walk along the Academy Awards Red Carpet
By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos of interviews
by Sandy Zimmerman,
other photos by Academy Awards
The DW Bistro catered the food for the
Academy Awards VIP, celebrity and guest’s
party upstairs in the Brenden Theater’s penthouse suites. They selected appetizer bites,
chocolate cake and other goodies.
Bistro’s representatives felt, “This official
Academy Awards party in Las Vegas is awesome! Wolfgang is preparing the Viewing
Party in Hollywood and we are doing it here.
With tables of food, the banquet is a great
way to enjoy the Viewing Party, relax and
meet the celebrities.
Food is the most important component of
a successful party and the Academy Awards
Viewing Party always offers the best of everything.
Some of the winners were surprising
while they all were acknowledged for their
talents. Whether you agree on the winners,
the Academy Awards has become a ceremony
with PIZAZZ and importance, an award to
strive for. Imagine the Academy Awards have
been awarding Oscars for 89 years, to the
best of the film industry in all categories.
The celebs walking the red carpet and attending the Viewing Party this year were retired Master Magician/ Documentary Producer Lance Burton, Gabriella Versace
(Sexxy-Westgate), Magician/ Comedian Mac
King (Harrahs), the cast of BAZ (Ballys), the
men of Chippendales (Rio), the Fantasy girls
(Luxor), Melody Sweets (Absinthe- Caesars
Palace), Mike Hammer (Four Queens) and
many others.
The VIP tickets cost includes the Viewing Party, banquet, open bar and walking the
Red Carpet with the proceeds going to Variety- The Children’s Charity. Even out of
towners visiting Las Vegas (see photo) can
join the festivities for a good cause.
That’s the fun of the Academy Awards,
everyone is welcome!
The Las Vegas event, held at the Brenden
Multiple Theaters, is affiliated with the Hollywood production of the Academy Awards.
The Academy Awards events are dedicated to fundraising for Variety- The
Children’s Charity. Some community
projects which will benefit are the Park
Project, Adaptive Bikes for Kids and the
Compassion Care Fund. VARIETY Southern Nevada has served more than 20,000
children and raised and distributed more than
$7,000,000 in grants and specialized equipment in our community.
If you would like to get involved or for
information about Variety or attend VarietyThe Children’s Charity events during the
year, contact Variety of Southern Nevada, at
3401 Sirius Ave., Suite 1, Las Vegas. Tel:
(702)-383-8466;
Email:
admin@varietysn.org. Visit the websites:
http://onalv.org/ and www.varietysn.org.
*****
Award winning Talk Show Host Sandy
Zimmerman is a syndicated columnist featuring Show and Dining reviews, travel,
health, spas, luxury resorts, unique tours and
more. Sandy is host of Sandy Zimmerman’s
Las Vegas TV, The Las Vegas Today Show
television programs around Las Vegas and
Discover the Ultimate Vacation travel television specials around the world. If you want
to suggest topics for articles, for information or to ask any questions about Sandy’s
articles, call 702-515-0846 or email
sandyzimm2003@yahoo.com.

Caterers for the Viewing Party from DW Bistro.

Even out-of-towners join the Academy Awards red carpet

CITY BEAT

April 19-25, 2017 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / Page 23

Las Rageous, Dirtybird BBQ and more to
take over Downtown Las Vegas this Spring

22

Las Rageous
Friday, April 21-Saturday, April

Tickets start at $118 for a twoday pass
This year marks the epic debut
of Las Rageous, the first actionpacked rock festival created by
DLVEC and Live Nation. Originally designed for the venue, this
two-day music festival will feature
two stages of performances from
Avenged Sevenfold, Godsmack,
Anthrax, Coheed and Cambria,
Killswitch Engage, Breaking Benjamin and more. Tickets can be purchased online at http://
www.ticketmaster.com.

Dirtybird BBQ Las Vegas
Saturday, May 20
Tickets start at $40
Dirtybird, Collective Zoo and
DLVEC will bring the first
Dirtybird BBQ to Las Vegas. Featuring great food and saucy sets
from DJ favorites, the musical
lineup includes Claude Von Stroke,
Justin Martin, Eats Everything,
Shiba San and much more. Tickets
can be purchased online at https://
nightout.com/nv/las-vegas.
Punk Rock Bowling
and Music Festival
Saturday, May 27- Monday,
May 29
Tickets start at $50 for a single
day pass
Celebrating its 19th year, Punk
Rock Bowling & Music Festival
will head to DLVEC for a three-day
event featuring some of the best
music around Las Vegas. Each day
will include exciting performances
from groups such as
Iggy Pop, Bad Religion, Cock
Sparrer, Pennywise, FIDLAR, Me
First & The Gimme Gimme’s and
many more. Tickets can be purchased online at http://
www.eventbrite.com.
About Downtown Las Vegas
Events Center
Located at the corner of Third
St. and Carson Ave. across from the
D Las Vegas, the Downtown Las
Vegas Events Center (DLVEC) can
accommodate up to 11,000 guests
and features state-of-the-art stage,
sound and lighting. The open-air
design is inviting to both tourists
and locals and offers the perfect
spot for concerts, conventions and
other large-scale events. Embracing
the uninhibited spirit of Downtown
Las Vegas, the venue plays host to
a line-up of curated events including premier concerts, food festivals,
boxing matches and more. The
venue was also the first entertainment arena in Las Vegas to accept
Bitcoin as currency. For more information, visit www.dlvec.com or
follow on Facebook, Instagram and

Twitter at @DLVEC.
*****

Saving Strokes
Golf Clinic Friday
Stroke survivors, in all stages of
recovery, and their family/friends
will connect with the game of golf
at the Saving Strokes Golf Clinic.
Saving Strokes is the American
Stroke Association’s rehabilitation
through golf program that teaches
survivors and caregivers adaptive
golf as part of their physical rehab
and post-stroke quality of life. The
event is a safe and relaxing way to
get physical activity, meet peers,
and share social and emotional support. The event includes 1.5 hours
of golf practice, informational resources, and a heart-healthy luncheon featuring speaker presentations.
WHEN: Friday, April 21, 2017
from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
WHERE: Angel Park Golf
Club, 100 South Rampart Blvd.,
Las Vegas
Stroke is the number five cause
of death in the U.S. and Nevada,
and a leading cause of severe, longterm disability. Almost 800,000
Americans will have a new or recurrent stroke this year —that’s
someone every 40 seconds. The
length of time to recover from a
stroke depends on severity —50 to
70 percent of stroke survivors regain functional independence, but
15 to 30 percent are permanently
disabled. Techniques important in
golf —focus, dexterity and balance
— are critical in stroke recovery.
Saving Strokes proves that disabilities do not need to keep survivors from learning or returning to
the game of golf. Hundreds of
stroke survivors have benefited
from this inspirational program
since it began in 2001.
Savings Strokes is locally sponsored by The Valley Health System.
To learn more about the Saving
Strokes
program,
visit
www.savingstrokes.com.
*****
A Service & Tribute In Honor
of U.S. Army Staff Sergeant
Joseph E. Santana Sr.
Bronze Star Recipient & Korea
and Viet-Nam Combat Veteran, 1st
Brigade Echo Company, 26th Engineer BN AmeriCal Div.
Color Guard Provided by VietNam Veterans of America; Tribute
& Service 5:45pm to 6:15pm; Celebration of Life Performance with
Nani Ola Hawaiian Dance Co.
6:15pm to 6:30pm
All Veterans, Retired or Active
Duty FREE ADMISSION to PURE
ALOHA (Must Show Military ID)
Sunday April 23, 2017 Noon to
10pm Silverton Hotel & Casino
*****

City Of Las Vegas Cultural
Arts May 2017
Calendar Of Events
PROGRAMS SUBJECT
TO CHANGE
Cultural Arts & Community
Events programs:
www.artslasvegas.org
West Las Vegas Arts Center
Summer 2017
Class Registration
(all ages)
Registration through May 31 for
the eight-week class session May
31-July 22, 2017.
West Las Vegas Arts Center, 947
W. Lake Mead Blvd., 702-2294800.
Cultural arts classes offered include Kemetic Yoga, Kemetic Yoga
for Children, African Dance for
Children, African Dance for Teens/
Adults, African Drum, Ballet for
Children, Ballet —Beginner/ Intermediate, Ballet —Intermediate/
Advanced, Hip Hop/Funk —Beginner, Hip Hop/Funk —Intermediate/
Advanced, Capoeira/Martial Arts,
and Recording & Engineering - The
Relationship of Mind Over Matter.
To register online, visit
www.artslasvegas.org or call 702229-4800.
Summer I 2017 Class
Registration at Charleston
Heights Arts Center
(all ages)
Registration May 1-June 14 for
the six-week class session June 14July 22, 2017.
Charleston Heights Arts Center,
800 S. Brush St., 702-229-6383.
Fine arts courses offered for
youth, teens and adults include visual arts; drawing; ballet, jazz, contemporary and hip hop dance; adult
theatre; and private lessons in piano, voice or ballroom dance by appointment. For more information,
call 702-229-6383. To register
online, visit www.artslasvegas.org.
Ableton Live Master
Class Workshop
(all ages)
Thursday, May 4, 6 to 8 p.m.
Free and open to the public.
Historic Fifth Street School Auditorium, 401 S. Fourth St., 702229-3515.
Musicians and aspiring musicians are invited to an evening
break-out session exploring composition, sound design, production
techniques and performance utilizing Ableton Live, Max for Live and
Push. Come learn all the tips and
tricks and unique approaches for
music-making from Ableton experts. Call 702-229-ARTS for more
information; register at https://
goo.gl/vlKz0N.
“Peter Pan”
(all ages)
May 4, 5, 6, 11, 12, 13 at 7:30
p.m.; May 6, 7, 12, 14 at 2 p.m.
Tickets: $29.75-$33; $10 with a
Rainbow Company Seussical or
Recollections of the Silver State
ticket stub.
UNLV Judy Bayley Theatre,
4505 S. Maryland Parkway, 702895-ARTS.
A joint project between Rainbow
Company Youth Theatre and UNLV
Nevada Conservatory Theatre, this
classic musical adaptation of J.M.
Barrie’s enduring fantasy about the
Darling children’s adventures with
the boy who never grows up is wonderful for families and children of
all ages. Tickets available at the
UNLV Box Office (702-895ARTS).
Ableton Workshop:
4 Weekly Classes
(all ages)

Thursdays, May 11, 18, 25 and
June 1, 6 to 7:30 p.m.
Cost: $40 full session/$10 per
class.
Historic Fifth Street School
Conference Room, 401 S. Fourth
St., 702-229-3515.
Ableton Live trainers go in
depth, covering music production
tips and tricks like creating beats
with drum racks and loops, recording and arranging midi performances, capturing scenes in session
view, recording scenes into arrangement view, automation, audio effects, grooves, audio effect racks,
midi mapping, exporting, push 2,
the APC 40, warping and DJing
with Ableton Live. Call 702-229ARTS for more information; register at https://goo.gl/wJW9uY.
Dynamic Trombone Quartet
(all ages)
Saturday, May 13, 2 p.m.
Admission is free and open to
the public.
Charleston Heights Arts Center,
800 S. Brush St., 702-229-6383.
Directed by Walt Boenig, the
Dynamic Trombone Quartet presents a lively concert with a repertoire spanning many styles and
genres, including classical, popular
and contemporary songs. Boenig‘s
career as a professional trombonist
included such road bands as the
Glenn Miller Orchestra, Harry
James Orchestra, Jimmy Dorsey
Orchestra and a Tom Jones South
Africa tour. Since arriving in Las
Vegas in the mid ’70s, he has performed with house bands at many
hotels on and off the Strip (including the Silver Slipper, Desert Inn,
“Lido de Paris” at the Stardust and
the musical “Chicago” at Mandalay
Bay). For details, call 702-2296383 or visit www.artslasvegas.org.
The Poets’ Corner
(ages 17+)
Hosted by Keith Brantley
Friday, May 19, 7:30 p.m.
Free and open to the public.
West Las Vegas Arts Center, 947
W. Lake Mead Blvd., 702-2294800.
A monthly forum for established
poets and open-mic participants
featuring the best local talent.
2017 Family Bluegrass
Music Festival
(all ages)
Saturday, May 20, 11 a.m. to 6
p.m.
Free and open to the public.
Lawn seating; bring lawn chairs and
blankets to be more comfortable.
Police Memorial Park, 3250
Metro Academy Way.
Bring the family for this second
annual Family Bluegrass Festival
with toe-tappin’, hand-clappin’, traditional bluegrass music featuring
some of the best bands from across
the country. Other activities planned
include music workshops, demonstrations, a craft market, food
trucks, BBQ, and children’s makeand-take arts and crafts. Enjoy performances by the 2016 International Music & Entertainment Association Bluegrass Song of the
Year award winners Kathy Boyd
and Phoenix Rising, Ragged Union,
Rock Ridge Bluegrass Band,
Stillhouse Road, and local favorite
Out of the Desert. For more information, call 702-229-3514 or visit
www.artslasvegas.org.
Exhibitions
2017 Nevada Watercolor
Society Signature
Member Show
Through June 3, by appointment.
Free admission.

Historic Fifth Street School
Mayor’s Gallery, 401 S. Fourth St.,
702-229-1012.
Call 702-229-1012 for appointment and information.
The Neon Teapot Prize
A Juried Ceramic
Teapot Exhibit
Through June 8, hours MondayFriday, 7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.; closed
weekends and holidays.
Free admission and open to the
public.
Las Vegas City Hall Grand Gallery, 495 S. Main St., first floor.
This intriguing exhibit offers a
variety of clever, handmade teapots.
The Neon Teapot Prize offers high
school ceramics students the opportunity to raise the stakes in their
educational experience. Five national artists and educators acted as
the jurors. They were pulled from
around the world to make the selections for this exhibit. The artists
are highly respected in the ceramics field and are exhibiting their
work in the Grand Gallery alongside student works. For more information, call 702-229-1012 or go to
https://theneonteapotprize.com.
Nesting
Featuring the Artwork
of Jennifer Henry
Through Aug. 27 and available
to view at all times.
Open to the public on First
Street; no admission fee.
Las Vegas City Hall, Windows
on First, 495 S. Main St., along First
St.
Nesting is a dynamic visual experience employing the everyday
materials of paper and plastic to
create an otherworldly environment
that hints at the frenetic experience
of being a creator. A student in the
Master of Fine Arts Studio Arts Program at UNLV, Jennifer Henry
transformed the Windows on First
into a simple but stunning skyscape.
Recordings of the Feb. 9 live installation performance with Leidy Pino
can be viewed here. For more information, call 702-229-5431.
Beads and Thread
April 13 —July 13; hours Monday-Friday, 7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.;
closed weekends and holidays.
Meet-the-artist reception Thursday, April 13, 5 to 7 p.m.
Free admission and open to the
public.
Las Vegas City Hall Chamber
Gallery, 495 S. Main St., second
floor.
The artwork in this exhibit was
gathered by a national call for art.
Artwork selected uses beadwork
and thread predominately and creatively.
Las Vegas Elks Helldorado Art
Show Winners of the
Juried Exhibition
May 8-June 9; hours MondayFriday, 7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.; closed
weekends and holidays.
Free admission and open to the
public.
Las Vegas City Hall, second
floor outside City Council Chambers, 495 S. Main St.
The Elks Helldorado Art Show
has been an integral part of the annual Las Vegas Elks Helldorado
Days since 1965. Artists of all ages
and backgrounds are invited to enter and have their artwork displayed
in the show, judged in categories,
and bid on in a silent auction. This
exhibit showcases the winners in
multiple categories from the show.
For more information about the Las
Vegas Elks Helldorado Art Show
and auction, go online.
*****
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The Things That Matter Most
By Doug Dickerson
It’s not hard to make decisions
when you know what your values
are. —Roy E. Disney
In his new book No Limits, John
Maxwell makes a profound statement worth consideration. He
writes, “Today I am far less interested in certainty about many things
and much more interested in clarity about the few things that matter.”
The statement comes on the
heels of writing about how he relies less on his beliefs, which over
the years have become fewer and
fewer, and more on values which
do not change. He adds, “Every
time you learn something new, your
beliefs adjust. In my lifetime I’ve
let go of dozens and dozens of beliefs that I once possessed just because I learned more or experienced
more.”
It caused me to reflect on my
own personal and leadership jour-

DOUG DICKERSON
neys. I can also look back now and
see where certain beliefs have
changed over time. Clarity of values has brought perspective which
in turn has brought much more
meaning to life.
Where are you on your journey?
Your belief systems are vitally important and I do not wish to dimin-

ish them. But perhaps a shift, no
matter how small, toward having
more clarity over your values is in
order. Beliefs will change over time
and through life experiences, but
your values are your foundation.
Here’s why they are important.
Values clarify your why
Your life’s purpose, both personally and professionally, is rooted in
your values. Life has meaning and
fulfillment when you know why
you were placed on this earth.
When you have more clarity about
why you are here then everything
else you do toward that end makes
more sense. No longer is it a chore,
it’s a calling.
Values clarify your passion
Passion alone is not enough. I
can get passionate about losing
weight for a week or two, but if I
don’t have the discipline to follow
through it won’t be enough. Passion
is the fuel for your purpose. When
you understand why you are here

BEHIND THE MIKE

Bumblebee Philosophy
By Michael A. Aun
There is no logical reason why
bumblebees should be able to fly.
Maybe bumblebees just do not
know what they do not know. In
short they overestimate their ability to fly.
How is it that they do fly? After
all, its body is much too large and
the wings are too flimsy. Did
Mother Nature screw this one up?
If she did, it is another example of
her godly mastery. Bumblebees expect to fly and they fly very nicely.
NASA would have a fit trying
to build a shuttle in the shape of a
bumblebee. The world’s greatest
aeronautical engineers would say it
cannot be done. Mother Nature
dares to differ.
If we all could have the courage
of the bumblebee, how great could
we be? Bumblebees feed on nectar
(a source of carbohydrates) and
pollen (a source of protein). What
if our diet existed of the sweet nectar and pollen that others offer in
the form of friendship to each of us?
Bumblebees have round bodies
covered in soft hair called pile,
making them appear and feel fuzzy.
None of this suggests that they can
or should be able to fly. They fly
anyway.
One of the great mistakes we can
make in our lives is to underestimate ourselves. It is far worse to
underestimate your ability than to
overestimate it. Many would be
success stories end in the mind of
the dreamer. You should always be
the hero or shero of your own story.
Do not feel it is necessary to
have someone else’s permission to
think great thoughts. Greatness is
in the eye of the beholder. Bumblebees have always thought that they
can fly, despite their shape and aeronautical challenges.
What if we all took some tips
from these tiny creatures which see
no limit to their ability? Visualize
yourself as someone who can fly to
new heights at whatever it is that
you dream.
A dream is a mind map for put-

MICHAEL A. AUN

ting things in perspective. What
would it take to accomplish more
than others in your field? Training?
Education? Talent? Character?
What barriers will you have to overcome to get to that dream?
Most of the champions in your
field of endeavor have a handle on
these attributes. Why reinvent the
wheel? Find these champions.
Identify their attributes. Study them
and, when possible, walk hand-inhand and side-by-side with those
grand people... and greatness will
come unto you.
At least that is what my grandfather Eli Mack taught me at the age
of ten. He was a Lebanese immigrant with a third grade education,
a bumblebee in his own right. He
landed at Ellis Island in New York
at the turn of the twentieth century
with the dream of going south to
Miami to earn his fortune.
He ran out of money in Columbia, SC and was forced to find work

to survive. No one wanted to hire
an immigrant with no education or
skills, so like many other bumblebees of that era, he became an entrepreneur.
He would take clothes on consignment from Jewish immigrant
merchants in Columbia, SC and
would pull a horse drawn wagon
around the sand hills of Lexington
County trading clothes for vegetables, beef, eggs... you name it.
He became a self-employed business man who carved out a career
for himself... a bumblebee that
found its wings.
We can learn much from the
little bumblebee. They not only proliferate their own lives with success
they help other species by gathering nectar and spreading pollen
while feeding their young.
Eli Mack was a pollinator, not
by choice but by default. As he
helped himself, he also helped others. His grandest contribution to
society was that he left a legacy
which his children, grandchildren
and great grandchildren kept alive.
He ignited the flame and his progeny have kept it ablaze.
He was a Mayor of Lexington,
SC, a role that his son by the same
name held 40 years to the day after
his father. We all should aspire to
be like the bumblebee, providing a
mind map for not only our success
but the success of others.
Michael Aun is a syndicated columnist and writes a weekly column
for this newspaper. To contact
Michael Aun, email him at
maun@lasvegastribune.com.

and the purpose behind it, then your
passion will be contagious.
Values clarify your character
Maxwell devotes a section to the
role that values play in determining your character. He writes, “Our
values determine our character, and
our character determines the direction we will go in life.” Clarity of
values is critical to understanding
the kind of person you will be because your character flows from it.
Whatever station you are at in life
—husband, wife, father, mother, executive, leader, etc., what will set
you apart is that you are a person of
character. In short —clarify your
values, clarify your character.
Values clarify your focus
Maxwell said he was far less interested in certainty about many
things and much more concerned

about clarity in the few things that
matter. What great perspective!
What about you? How different
would your life be right now if you
began making the shift away from
wanting certainty about many
things to clarity about the few things
that matter most? In this stage of
your life right now, what are the few
things that matter most?
We want certainty because we
have a sense of security attached to
it, but life takes on a whole new
meaning when we can look at it
with clarity. That’s when you understand what matters most.
*****
Doug Dickerson is a syndicated
columnist. He writes a weekly column for this newspaper. To contact
Doug Dickerson, email him at
ddickerson@ lasvegastribune.com.

Sundays from 12.30 to 2 p.m.
Please call 702-706-6875 for information
and directions to the study group
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SOCIAL SECURITY AWARENESS

Social Security: Eight key things to know

Social Security recipients should look into the possibilities of spousal
benefits, as well as their own, to maximize their Social Security income.

By Eileen Ambrose
The Baltimore Sun
Most of us know some basics
about Social Security.
We understand retirees can start
taking retirement benefits at age 62.
We realize we’ll get a bigger
monthly check if we wait a few
years more until our normal retirement age to tap benefits. And who
hasn’t heard thatSocial Security has
a long-term financial problem that
Congress needs to address?
“When you scratch beyond the
surface, the knowledge really plummets,” said Jean Setzfand, vice
president of financial security for
AARP, which recently polled older
adults on their Social Security
knowledge. “I don’t blame people
for not knowing and understanding
the details. It can be really confusing.”
So to boost your Social Security
IQ, here are eight things you might
not know about the program:
REWARD OF WAITING
Many workers don’t realize just
how much benefits can grow if you
delay taking them.
For every year you postpone
Social Security beyond your normal retirement age — between 66
and 67 for those born in 1943 and
after _ the annual benefit goes up
by 8 percent until age 70. That’s 32
percent more annually if a 66-yearold waits until 70 to claim benefits.
“Eight percent guaranteed is
awfully good in any market environment,” said Joe Lucey, an adviser and president of Secured Retirement Advisors in Minnesota.
“The biggest mistake people
make is they don’t understand the
benefits of deferral,” he said.
But financial firms do.
California-based Financial Engines provides 401(k) advice to
workers, including how they can
make their money last in retirement.
In some cases, the company recommends that retirees accelerate
401(k) withdrawals in the early
years of retirement if that’s what it
takes to postpone drawing on Social Security.
SPOUSAL BENEFIT
You can get a benefit based on
your own work history. Or you
could take a benefit based on your
spouse’s work record if that amount
is higher.
If you take Social Security at
your normal retirement age, the
spousal benefit would be half the
amount of your mate’s full benefit.
Financial advisers recommend
strategies that use a spousal benefit
to boost income in later years.
Take the case of Eric and Hanah,
a married couple at full retirement
age. Let’s assume that Eric is entitled to a bigger benefit — and the
one they will want to maximize by
delaying benefits as long as possible. (Yes, women are making
gains in the workforce, but they still
tend to have smaller Social Security paychecks.)
To maximize his benefit, Eric
can claim it now and immediately
suspend it. This allows Hanah to
apply for a spousal benefit on her
husband’s record. And the suspension means Eric’s benefit can continue to grow as if he never took it,

In this 2005 file photo, trays of printed Social Security checks wait to be mailed from the U.S. Treasury’s
Financial Management services facility in Philadelphia. Many seniors don’t work because they think they’ll
lose some of their Social Security benefits. In reality, those benefits are simply deferred.

said Jason Scott, managing director of Financial Engines’ Retiree
Research Center.
But say Hanah’s benefit based
on her own employment history is
larger than what she would receive
under a spousal benefit. In that case,
Scott said, she can file for benefits
on her own record and Eric can take
the spousal benefit. His own benefit keeps growing until he claims
it, ideally at age 70.
SURVIVOR BENEFIT
When one spouse dies, the other
continues to receive whichever of
the two benefits is larger. Delaying
one partner’s benefit as long as possible will mean a bigger survivor
benefit.
“Many times, people come in
my office and they think of ‘me’ and
not ‘we,’” said Lucey, the adviser.
“They think of their own benefit
and forget the survivorship benefit
that Social Security provides.”
(See Ambrose, Page 28)
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Pros and Cons of Taking Social Security Early
The longer you delay, the more cash you’ll get.
By Brian O’Connell
US News Contributor
When it comes to taking Social
Security plan distributions, you do
have options.
Up first is age 62 —that’s the
earliest you can take money from
your Social Security plan. If you
cash out at 62, just know there are
benefits and penalties for cashing
in early on Social Security —and
the “cons” pretty much outweigh
the “pros.”
Data from the Center for Retirement Research at Boston College
states that age 62 is the most common period to claim Social Security benefits —42 percent of men
and 48 percent of women do so, and
many for good reasons.
That was the case for Anna
Renault, a Baltimore-based author
and multiple cancer survivor. “I’m
a retiree who accepted Social Security at age 62, and several factors
determined why I did so,” Renault
says. “First and foremost, I have a
long medical history that includes
multiple bouts of cancer as well as
a heart condition. I wasn’t sure how
long I would live.”
Renault had good reason to think
so —her maternal grandparents
died before age 50, and at age 59,
Renault was diagnosed with breast
cancer.
“Considering the fact that my
health precludes me from continuing to work full time, I needed a
steady income that would at least
cover my major bills such as mortgage and utilities (electric, phone
and water),” she says. Her Social
Security check, coupled with a
small pension from after a 31-year
career working for the state, allowed her to live a decent lifestyle.
“Together these two incomes
cover my bills with a little left for
emergencies, like replacing my 28year-old refrigerator and regular car
maintenance,” Renault says.
Depending on your age and income, you might not be able to collect your Social Security retirement
benefits and work at the same time.
Certainly, Renault’s reasoning
for taking Social Security early
makes sense, given her situation.
But doing so comes with caveats,
notes Billy Vail, a money manager
with Integrity Wealth Advisors.
“Claiming Social Security at 62,
in lieu of full retirement age, yields
a reduction in your benefit of about
30 percent of your primary insurance amount, compared to what you
would receive at full retirement
age,” says Vail. Full retirement is
67 for most Americans, although
the exact date depends on the year
you were born.
As Vail says, and according to
Social Security data, taking Social
Security benefits at 62 reduces
one’s monthly benefit income by
approximately 30 percent. But taking it between ages 63 and 66 bites
into potential Social Security income, too.
Benefits are reduced by the following amounts by taking Social
Security early:
—Age 63 —approximately 25
percent
—Age 64 —approximately 20
percent
—Age 65 —approximately 13
percent
—Age 66 —approximately 7
percent

There are benefits and penalties for cashing in early on Social Security and the “cons” outweigh the “pros.”
By and large, by taking Social ceiving 75 percent of potential ben- 70 (the oldest age you can claim
Security at age 62, you’re only re- efits. By taking out proceeds at age Social Security benefits), you’re

increasing your maximum potential
returns by 8 percent for every year
you delay benefits, Vail says.
There are a few scenarios where
it does make sense to take Social
Security at age 62, and health, as
Renault attests, is definitely one of
them.
“The numbers will vary depending on whether you are single, married, widowed, and on when you
will attain full retirement age,” says
Oscar Vives Ortiz, a financial planner with PNC Wealth Management
in Tampa, Florida. “If married, the
decision also varies depending on
the difference in wages earned between the spouses over their life.”
“If you are physically unable to
work, and you don’t have other
sources of income (especially if
you’re single), it’s a good idea to
take out Social Security benefits at
age 62,” he says.
On the downside, a person who
(See O’Connell, Page 28)
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Learning more about the advantages and drawbacks of taking
Social Security early may help you maximize your benefits

By Todd Campbell
Motley Fool
If you’re starting to think about
retirement and wondering when the
time may be best to claim Social
Security, you’re far from alone.
Millions of Americans are wrestling with that same question every
year. While deciding when to claim
Social Security is undeniably a personal decision, there’s one big pro
and one big con that are associated
with claiming Social Security at 62.
What is Social Security?
Before we get into the nittygritty of the upside and downside
of claiming Social Security at 62,
let’s begin with a refresher on this
important retirement program.
Social Security is a pay-as-yougo system, and that means that unlike employer-sponsored retirement
plans, such as 401(k) plans, money
that you contribute into the Social
Security system via payroll taxes
isn’t set aside for your use later.
Instead, those payroll tax dollars are
used to fund Social Security payments to people receiving Social
Security today.
To qualify for Social Security,
you need to have accumulated 40
retirement credits. Typically, most
people will accumulate the necessary number of credits to qualify for
Social Security benefits over ten
years of employment.
If you are among the majority
of Americans who are eligible for
Social Security, you should also
know that the amount of Social
Security income you receive
monthly depends on a formula
based on your highest 35 years of
income. If you work fewer than 35
years, then your income will be
based on however many years you
did work. If you work more than
35 years, then your lowest incomeearning years are replaced by your
highest income-earning years in the
calculation.
Overall, Social Security is designed to replace about 40 percent
of your pre-retirement income, and
while the amount of benefits varies significantly from person to person, it may be helpful to know that
in 2016, the average retired worker
is receiving a little more than
$1,340 per month in Social Security income.
The pros of claiming
Social Security at 62
The biggest argument for taking
Social Security early is that doing
so provides you with the potential
to receive benefits over a longer
period of time.
In determining when to claim
Social Security, many people perform a break-even calculation to
see when the benefit of waiting
overtakes the benefit of claiming
early.
As a reminder, individuals
qualify for 100 percent of their
monthly Social Security benefit at
their full retirement age. Currently,
full retirement age is 66; however,
it will increase to as high as 67 over
time, depending on the year in
which you were born.
Claim sooner than full retirement age, and your monthly payment is reduced. Claim Social Security later, and it’s increased.
By adding up the various
amounts you can receive from Social Security over time — depending on when you begin receiving
them — you discover that waiting
for larger payments later doesn’t
start paying off until you reach your
late 70s.
For example, let’s say Jim will
get $1,000 per month in Social Security benefits at his full retirement
age of 66, and only $750 per month
if he claims at age 62.
If he claims at 62, he would get
$9,000 per year and have pocketed
$126,000 in payments at age 75. If
he waits until age 66 to claim Social Security so that he can get his
$1,000 benefit instead, then the
amount he pockets from the pro-

gram won’t exceed the amount he’d
collect from claiming at age 62 until he reaches age 78.
This “bird in hand” argument for
claiming early is particularly compelling when we consider that no
one knows when he or she will pass
away. Obviously, there are infinite
other reasons why someone might
want to claim at age 62, including
health concerns or retirement goals,
but the biggest economic advantage
of claiming early is the potential to
collect more in total income before
you die.
That argument is further
strengthened in situations where
Social Security recipients can invest
their Social Security income and
benefit from the time value of
money, or the ability for money received today to earn returns in the
future. For instance, if Jim claims
at age 62, opens an account with $1,
and then invests $750 per month in
something returning a hypothetical
6 percent per year, he’d have a portfolio worth $422,966 at age 85.
The cons of claiming
Social Security at 62
While taking Social Security
early can provide you with necessary income and financial flexibility in retirement, there is a big con
associated with the strategy. Claiming early may give you more total
payments, but delaying can result
in a monthly check that’s up to 32
percent larger than the amount
you’d receive if you claimed at age
66 and 76 percent bigger than the
check you’d receive if you claimed
at age 62.

Since waiting until age 70 to
claim can provide you with a much
larger monthly benefit, delaying
can mean tens of thousands of additional dollars in lifetime Social
Security income for you — assuming you live long enough.
For example, if Jim were to delay taking his Social Security until
70, then by the time he’s 80, the
amount of money he would receive
from the program would eclipse the
amount of money he would have
received by claiming at 62. Given
that the Social Security Administration currently estimates the average

life expectancy of men and of
women as 84.3 and 86.6 years, re-

spectively, it may not be a stretch
to think that waiting will pay off.
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(Continued from Page 25)
A surviving spouse typically
lives an additional decade, Scott
said, so maximizing this benefit can
make a sizable improvement in his
or her lifestyle.
AFTER DIVORCE
If your marriage lasted at least
10 years, you can receive benefits
based on an ex’s work history —
as long as you’re unmarried now
and that benefit is larger than you
would get on your own.
And, unlike in other situations,
you don’t have to wait until your
former spouse applies for benefits
to take advantage of this, said
Webster Phillips, senior legislative
representative for the National
Committee to Preserve Social Security & Medicare in Washington.
You can receive benefits provided
you and your ex are at least 62 and
have been divorced for at least two
years.
ON SECOND THOUGHT
Once you start taking Social Security benefits, you get one chance
to change your mind and withdraw
your application. You can reapply
for benefits later.
The catch: You must withdraw
the application generally within 12
months of getting benefits, and you
must repay all the money received.
This can be helpful to older unemployed workers who start taking
benefits early — at a reduced
amount — and then land a job
within a year, Phillips said.
“They may want to pay that
money back and avoid a reduction,”
he said.
AN EARNINGS
PENALTY THAT ISN’T
If you’re still working and take
Social Security before your normal
retirement age, some benefits may
be withheld.
The Social Security Administration deducts $1 of benefits for every $2 earned above $14,460. But
for retirees turning 66 this year, the
agency will withhold $1 for every
$3 earned over $38,880 until the
month of their birthday. At full retirement age, there’s no reduction
of benefits for working.
“A lot of people don’t work because they think this is a tax and
it’s gone forever,” said Steven Sass,
associate director for the Center for
Retirement Research at Boston
College.
But the agency makes it up later.
Once you reach full retirement age,
Social Security will recalculate
your monthly benefit and adjust it
upward.
“It’s just as if you deferred it,”
Scott said.
BENEFITS MAY BE TAXED
If income exceeds $34,000 if
single, or $44,000 for joint filers,
up to 85 percent of Social Security
benefits will be subject to tax, said
Rande Spiegelman, Charles
Schwab’s vice president of financial planning.
Income, in this case, includes
interest from tax-free municipal
bonds. That way, even wealthy seniors collecting $1 million in taxfree municipal bond interest will
have their Social Security benefits
taxed, Spiegelman said.
That’s not a problem for most
people. Nearly 70 percent of beneficiaries, according to the AARP,
don’t pay taxes on benefits.
THE VALUE
Many workers underestimate
the value of Social Security and its
cost-of-living adjustments.
The average combined benefit

for a retired couple is $1,994 per
month, Lucey said. That may not
seem like much. But if they were
to buy an annuity that paid a similar benefit — also adjusted for inflation — over 20 years, the cost

would be $485,000, Lucey said.
And Social Security isn’t just for
retirees.
It provides benefits for young
workers who are disabled or who
die and leave behind a family, said

Nancy Altman, co-director of the
advocacy group Social Security
Works.
For a 30-year-old earning
$30,000 a year with a spouse and
two young kids, Social Security is

like having $465,000 in disability
insurance and more than $475,000
in life insurance, she said.
“For most Americans, their largest asset is Social Security,” Altman
said.

(Continued from Page 26)
begins Social Security benefits at
age 62 will receive 75 percent of
the projected benefit he or she
would receive at their full retirement age —”and the difference in
benefit is permanent,” Ortiz says.
If you’re nearing retirement,
consider these strategies to avoid
outliving your money.
“The breakeven point, when the
total dollars received by waiting to
age 66 begin to exceed total dollars
received by beginning at age 62, is
approximately age 77,” he adds.
“Life expectancy tables show that
a person who has attained age 62
will live to be 85.5, and a person
who has attained age 66 will live to
be 86.2. This means that if you have
a normal life expectancy, you will
end up with less dollars received.”
Additionally, the difference in
benefit is also compounded because

future benefits grow by cost of living increases. “That means that a
client beginning Social Security
benefits at age 62 is also giving up
COLA increases on the missing 25
percent that would be available at
full retirement age,” Ortiz explains.
Taking a realistic view of what
you’ll be doing at age 62 and age
82 should factor into the decision,
too.
“A person who is retired at 62
and does not collect Social Security is going to drain their retirement
assets faster,” says Dennis O’Keefe,
an investment advisor Successful
Money Strategies in Fall River,
Massachusetts. “Once they run out
of assets, the only fallback position
they have at 80 or 85 or 90 is that
Social Security check. That’s bad
planning.”
In addition, it is far more likely
that a retiree will spend money in

their 60s than their 80s, O’Keefe
says. “Think of most of the 80-yearolds you see. Are they buying lots
of clothes? Going on lots of trips?
Eating huge meals? No. As we age,
our world shrinks and our need for
income shrinks with it,” he adds.
“Potentially giving up more income
later to be able to spend that money
early in retirement is a massive issue that few new retirees consider
because every article you read is
about waiting until 70 to collect
your [Social Security].”
Deciding to take Social Security
early is an experience that carries
both a financial and emotional burden, so don’t take it lightly. Talk to
a trusted financial professional and
weigh all the pros and cons.
Because once you decide, there’s
no turning back, and that decision
could have a huge impact on your
retirement lifestyle.

*****
Brian O’Connell is a contributing financial writer for U.S. News
& World Report. A former Wall
Street bond trader and the author
of two best-selling books; “The
401k Millionaire” and “CNBC’s
Creating Wealth”, he has 20 years
experience covering business news
and trends, particularly in the financial, technology, political and
career management sectors. His
byline has appeared in dozens of
top-tier national business publications, including CBS News,
Bloomberg, Time, MSN Money, The
Wall Street Journal, CNBC,
TheStreet.com, Yahoo Finance,
CBS Marketwatch, and many more.
Visit his web site at: https://
brianoco.contently.com/. Or, visit
this Amazon.com link for a list/review of some of his book titles.
Reach out to him on LinkedIn.

O’Connell

What You
Need To
Know
By Dr Nina Radcliff

Agents contributing to better
health and our well being

By Dr. Nina Radcliff
“To eat is a necessity, but to eat
intelligently is an art,” said the 17thcentury writer FranÁois de La
Rochefoucauld. And there are many
facets of this intelligence that
comes to benefit our good health.
This past week, millions of family dining room tables, kitchens and
restaurant tables —as well as picnic tables — welcomed family and
friends of all ages as they joined
together in the spring and hope celebrations of Passover and Easter.
And along with thoughtful, delicious meals, there are great health
benefits that just gathering together
as family and friends around a dining table provide —benefits that
rank right up there with nutritious
heart- and mind-healthy foods.
Yes, generally when we think
about health benefits of eating, we
typically consider what we should
—or should not —eat; or what nutritious value is within what we are
consuming; or calculating how
much salt or sugar and even how
much we should be eating. However, experts agree — along with
the prospect of the eating experience being delicious and enjoyable
—gathering around a dining table
together has far reaching physical
and mental health benefits, for everyone of all ages. At the table, we
share stories, build upon relationships, learn from each other’s mistakes and triumphs; and not only
create bonds that define us... but we
are also architecting the hallmarks
of our wellbeing. In fact, this time
together benefits every aspect of
your well-being — emotionally,
physically, socially, occupationally,
spiritually, intellectually and mentally —all of which acts and interacts in a way that contributes to our
overall quality of life.
While for some, mealtime is sacred; over recent years, the time
spent dining with family and friends
has fallen to fewer occasions and
too long a time in between. Today’s
demands of conflicting schedules
(long work hours, children’s activities and other responsibilities), dining together has become for many
a luxury and lifestyle choice. And
too, facts are that more people eat
in front of their computers, their
televisions, or on the run, rather
than with others. Studies show that
dining tables, when used to gather
with one another, are great agents
in living a healthier life.
Chronic Stress
The chronic outpouring of stress
hormones can wreak havoc on our
bodies. Science shows that it contributes to many of the leading
causes of death amongst Americans
— heart disease, certain cancers,
and Alzheimer’s dementia. And
chronic stress can also lead us down
a path of weight gain due to “stress
eating” and sleep disturbances,
which, in and of itself, can pack on
the pounds.
The good news is that “table
conversation” has special qualities
that make it different than when we
talk on the phone or engage in meetings. It provides a time and place
where we can relax and bond. So,
whether you had a challenging day
at work or school, increasing dynamics with an important relationship, a season filled with loss or
chronic illness, or too many demands (with not enough time to do
what you really need to do), connecting with family, friends, and
peers around the dinner table can
be a critical way to help us through
these stressful times. And while dining together is by no means the only
way to combat stress, it has certainly been shown as an important
place to focus.
Important to All Age Groups
Multiple studies have demonstrated that frequent family dining
is associated with a greater ability
to problem solve; more complex
thinking; higher self-esteem and
grades; and lower rates of teen
smoking, drinking, illegal drug use
and prescription drug abuse.
Focusing on certain types of
conversations — particularly narrative conversation, or the telling of
stories — can be particularly helpful with children. Telling stories that
allow them to express their thoughts
and feelings, rather than just the

facts, is associated with greater
well-being.
And, too, parents should consider taking this opportunity to talk
about their own childhood and family histories. The reason being, research shows that this makes children more resilient — they have a
better capacity to bounce back from
the slings and arrows that life can
throw at each of us and better able
to learn from challenges — while
continuing to face issues with optimism.
Our Brain and Memory
Maintaining social interactions
— or in other words, staying connected — is one of the most important lifestyle choices we can make
(along with being physically active
and eating a balanced diet) to decrease our risk for Alzheimer’s Dementia (AD). AD affects over 5
million Americans — this number
is expected to triple by 2050 — and
is the 6th leading cause of death.
And, it has no cure, or medication
to slow its progression or treat
symptoms. Our greatest weapon at
this time is to take proven measures
to prevent it.
Although researchers are not
certain what happens in the brain
to produce the positive effects, it
appears that social interaction has
a beneficial impact on memory and
cognitive function as people age.
Some theories support that as we
grow older, we have more difficulty
switching between daydreaming
and focused attention to important
details. So, the more time the aging brain spends mentally stimulated and socially engaged with
family and friends, the less switching is necessary.
Tips for planning time
with family and friends
—Make a commitment to dine
around a table with those you love
—it is a commitment to your overall well-being
—Make preparing meals a

group activity when it comes to
going to the farmer’s market, grocery store, looking for new, exciting, and healthy recipes, and meal
preparation. This provides an opportunity to bond and helps take the
pressure off of one person. Additionally, for those with children, it
teaches them numerous skills—
how to shop for food, make healthy
choices, plan, and take on responsibilities — that can have benefits
later throughout their life.
—Make plans to celebrate special occasions together — whether
Spring, an achievement, good news
— it can be as simple as making
plans to meet after accomplishing
something challenging at work, to
a wedding engagement.
—Plan ahead with friends and
loved ones — consider, for example, the first Thursday (or
Wednesday, or Sunday evening) of
every month where everyone can
break away from their hectic sched-
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ule and look forward to meeting for where we live, between bites — and
coffee or eating together.
it offers far-reaching health benefits
—Plan a potluck with friends as we face the demands of our days.
and family — this helps promote
And while it is important to eat
communal eating and, too, takes the healthy by watching portion size
pressure off of one person.
and what you are consuming —as
—Make a reservation — going one expert noted that even take-out
out for a meal with friends, peers makes for a good meal, so long as
or family allows you to reap all the your family or friends are present.
benefits of communal eating with- So to “eat intelligently,” one needs
out any of the post-meal clean up to understand the healthy benefits
(and the associated stress). And yes, of eating together. Enjoy!!
it is wise to pick a spot that has
*****
healthy offerings, and remain cogThis article is for general infornizant of portion size.
mation only and should not be used
As we gather with family and for the diagnosis or treatment of
friends, we see that there is a com- medical conditions and cannot submon thread of themes that connects stitute for the advice from your
each and every one of us. All of medical professional. Dr. Nina has
these occasions center on universal used all reasonable care in compilhuman experiences such as love, ing the current information but it
sadness, joy, reverence, success and may not apply to you and your
sacrifice. Gathering around a table symptoms. Always consult a doctor
is where we gain great health ben- or other health care professional for
efits as we entertain new worlds diagnosis and treatment of medical
from others present — sharing conditions.
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EarthTalk is written and edited by Roddy Scheer and Doug Moss
and is a registered trademark of E - The Environmental Magazine (www.emagazine.com). Send questions to:
earthtalk@emagazine.com. Subscribe: www.emagazine.com/
subscribe; Free Trial Issue: www.emagazine.com/trial.
Dear EarthTalk: Who are some
of the greener movie stars out there
today and what are they doing to
fight for the planet? — Stacey
DiGiorno, Chevy Chase, MD
While a handful of Hollywood
A-listers—Robert Redford, Meryl
Streep and Ed Begley Jr., to name
a few — have been actively campaigning for the environment for
decades, a new wave of green celebrities is using star power to help
convince millions of fans around
the world to live greener lifestyles
and speak up for environmental
protections and climate mitigation.
Leonardo DiCaprio continues to
distinguish himself as one of the
greenest stars out there. He started
the Leonardo DiCaprio Foundation
in 1998 with the mission of protecting the world’s last wild places, and
has since then channeled millions
of dollars in grants toward various
direct action initiatives and awareness-raising campaigns all over the
world. His 2007 documentary, The
11th Hour, features interviews with
a variety of leaders and luminaries
in documenting the grave environmental problems facing the planet’s
life systems, while his 2016 film,
Before The Flood, focuses on the
environmental impacts of global
warming on different locales
around the world. Last December,
DiCaprio met with then-PresidentElect Trump to discuss the importance of the U.S. remaining committed to reducing greenhouse gas
emissions and honoring its commitments as part of 2015’s Paris climate agreement.
Another big star that’s gone
green is Arnold Schwarzenegger.
The Terminator earned his environmental cred during his six years as
California’s governor when he
shepherded legislation through a
hostile state legislature establishing
the most stringent emissions reduction mandates in the nation, and issued executive orders to up the energy efficiency requirements for
existing and new state government
buildings. He also helped pave the
way for the introduction of automobiles powered by emissions-free
fuel cells by building the beginnings of a hydrogen refueling network
across
California.
Schwarzenegger has been outspoken about the need for state and local governments to take the lead in
the battle against global warming
— a message that never resonated
more clearly than now with climatedenier Donald Trump in the White
House.
Mark Ruffalo may have played
The Hulk in Marvel Comics’
Avengers movies for good reason:

He’s pretty green — and resource
extractors don’t like him when he’s
angry. The A-list actor is outspoken
against the environmental and
health ills of fracking, a technique
that recovers gas and oil from shale
rock by drilling down into the Earth
to direct a high-pressure water mixture at the rock to release the gas

Avengers star Mark Ruffalo is one of a handful of Hollywood A-listers committed
to the fight against climate change.
inside. He founded the non-profit He has also been active alongside Damon, Julia Roberts, Will Ferrell,
Water Defense in 2009, and later the Standing Rock Sioux in fight- Tom Hanks and George Clooney.
went on to join engineering profes- ing the Dakota Access Pipeline in At least you can feel better about
going to the movies now that you
sor Mark Jacobson, banker and so- North Dakota.
lar executive Marco Krapels and
Some other movie stars for the know the stars on the screen are
filmmaker/activist Josh Fox to environment include Edward using some of the money they are
launch The Solutions Project, Norton, Brad Pitt, Cate Blanchett, making at your expense to help the
which aims to help move the U.S. Daryl Hannah, Pierce Brosnan, planet.
*****
to 100 percent renewable energy. Charlize Theron, Matt Dillon, Matt

PLACES TO GO

April 19-25, 2017 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / Page 31

Try a Carrabba’s Italian Grill Wine Pairing
Dinner for an Evening’s Staycation

By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by Sandy Zimmerman
Carrabba’s World’s Largest
Wine Dinner” will be discussed and
remembered for a long time! Their
menu featured Carrabba’s four
course wine pairing dinner:
First Course: Insalata Fiorucci.
This salad was really big, filled with
mixed field greens, artichoke
hearts, roasted red peppers and
Romano cheese tossed in a housemade Italian vinaigrette with grilled
eggplant and topped with a hazelnut-crusted goat cheese. With such
a vibrant Italian tasting salad, you
could even order it for as a light
meal.
James “Jimbo” Ahern, Wine
Buyer and Beverage Manager of
Carrabba’s, Charleston Boulevard,
Las Vegas, described their first
course, “Insalata Fiorucci is a famous salad that Johnny Carrabbas
and Damian Bandolas sold for
years in their restaurant. Fiorucci
refers to the way the salad is put
together.
Pairing the salad with Chloe
Wine, which means flower and
blooming, brings a floral tasting,
light wine with low alcohol percent.”
The Insalata Fiorucci was paired
with Chloe Pinot Grigio, from
Northern Italy, a light white wine
for the summer. Chloe is a classically crisp and refreshing varietal
which compliments the crisp and
fresh flavors of the salad.
Second Course: Calabrian
Cavatappi pasta. Cavatappi pasta is
tossed with spicy Italian peppers,
crushed tomatoes, sautÈed bell peppers, garlic, basil and olive oil
topped with a creamy Burrata
cheese.
You have to include pasta in an
Italian meal! The Calabrian pasta’s
spicy peppers mix well with the
delicate crushed tomatoes and
creamy Burrata cheese, a taste
tempting treat. Calabrian pasta
grows in the boot of Italy.
James “Jimbo” explained, “The
Calabrian Cavatappi pasta is our
signature pasta with curlicue pas-

tas. Some of our recipes tonight
have been prepared for 30-40 years,
on our menu.
We paired the pasta with the Italian Pieropan Soave white wine,
Soave means soft, a little rich.
Soave is very popular and an important varietal of Italian Wine produced outside Venice.”
Pieropan Soave is a wine crafted
in family history and tradition dating back to the early 1800’s.
Third Course: Either Veal
Marsala or Tuscan-grilled Sirloin
Steak.

Executive Chef, Carrabba’s Italian Grill World’s Largest Wine Dinner.
Imagine a 9-ounce, oh, so tenFourth Course: Dulce means
der steak topped with mushrooms
Dessert, Sogno Di Cioccolata
and a light sauce. This was the
“Chocolate Dream”. A rich fudge
jewel of the evening, a steak you
brownie with chocolate mousse,
want savor every bite.
fresh whipped cream and chocolate
Their Veal Marsala was a celsauce. Pairing with Joel Gott
ebration of Italian cooking, veal
Zinfandel, from California.
sautÈed and topped with mushCarrabba’s Italian Grill: 8771
rooms and Carrabbas Lombardo
West Charleston Boulevard, call
Marsala wine sauce.
702-304-2345; 10160 S. Eastern
The Veal Marsala and TuscanAve., Henderson, call 702-990grilled Sirloin Steak were paired
0650.
with Sequoia Grove Cabernet
*****
Sauvignon, Napa Valley, CaliforAward-winning
syndicated colnia.

FIRST COURSE
Insalata Florucci salad and Chloe Pinot Grigio, from Italy.

THIRD COURSE — Veal Marsala or Tuscan-grilled steak and Sequoia Grove
Cabernet Sauvignon, Napa Valley, California.

umnist Sandy Zimmerman features
Show and Dining reviews, Travel,
Health, Spas, Luxury Living and
more. Sandy is talk show host of
Sandy Zimmerman’s Las Vegas TV
streaming around Las Vegas and
Discover the Ultimate Vacation
television travel specials around the
world. If you want to suggest topics for articles, for information or
to ask questions about Sandy’s articles, call 702-515-0846 or email
Sandy Zimmerman direct at
sandyzimm2003@yahoo.com.

SECOND COURSE
Calabrian Cavatappi pasta and Pieropan Soave, Italy.

FOURTH COURSE
Sogno Di Cioccolata “Chocolate Dream” and Joel Gott Zinfandel, California.
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LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE CLASSIFIEDS

To place classified ads in the Las Vegas Tribune
please call 702-426-6022 or 702-426-5902
HELP WANTED

INTERNET/TV OFFERS

HEALTH

Television Reporter/Writer
NAU Television Services #603025

Northern Arizona University’s Television Services is currently seeking
a full time Television Reporter/Writer. Under direction of the Executive
Producer, the Television Reporter/Writer produces, writes and delivers
program material on camera for the university television station and
other university departments. TV Services is a unit within Marketing
and Strategic Communications. The Television Reporter/Writer must
have the ability to translate complex content in a manner that
promotes the university in the marketplace. Under direction of the
Producer/Director, this position also participates as a member of the
production team using video camera, audio and lighting equipment to
capture video and audio for new programming and in support of live
television broadcasts.
Minimum Qualifications: Bachelor’s degree in mass communication,
broadcast production, film, fine arts, marketing or related field and two
years’ experience in broadcast reporting, broadcast writing,
multimedia, journalism, marketing or other related digital and/or video
emphasis. Or six years’ experience in broadcast reporting/writing or
related field. Or any equivalent combination of experience, training
and/or education.

SPECIAL OFFERS

Application Deadline: Open until further notice.
Please see nau.jobs for full job descriptions and details on how to apply
online! NAU is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Institution. Women,
minorities, veterans and individuals with disabilities are encouraged to apply.

PERSONALS

INTERNET/TV OFFERS

LEGAL HELP

HOUSING

HEALTH

OUTREACH PROGRAM

An outreach
program to help
the homeless to
help themselves.
CHAPLAINSTEVENSTJOHN.COM

