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Defense attorney would
not be bullied by Judge
By Rolando Larraz
Las Vegas Tribune
The defense attorney for a 17year-old accused of shooting the 16year-old girl he was dating, wants
a different judge in the case of his
client, Casey Sandoval, accused of
killing his live-in girlfriend, Arely
Azrate-Lujan.
A District Court judge with more
cases in the Supreme Court than
years he has been on the bench is
in the center of controversy again.
Judge Douglas Smith, wellknown for his arrogance and disregard for the law, especially with minority defendants, is again at the
center of a controversy, and once
more displays his dislike for a local attorney that he has said in open
court he does not like.
Defense attorney Kristina
Wildeveld has asked for District

My Point
of View
By Rolando Larraz

“I think he had made a practice
of trying to apologize for America.
I personally am proud of America.”
—Former defense secretary Donald
H. Rumsfeld, Feb. 20, 2011
“I will not and I will never
apologize for America. I don’t
apologize for America, because I
believe in America.” —Former
Massachusetts governor Mitt Romney (author of “No Apology: The
Case for American Greatness”),
Feb. 11, 2011
“Mr. President, stop apologizing
for our country.” —Former Minnesota governor Tim Pawlenty, Feb.
11, 2011
On many occasions President
Barack Obama has been the center
of critics because of his habits of
apologizing to others on behalf of
the United States, as if the country
has done something that needs to
be apologized for.
The claim that Obama is an
apologist for America actually began to take shape shortly after he
became president. It had been bubbling in the conservative blogs before Karl Rove, the former political adviser to George W. Bush, published an article titled “The
President’s Apology Tour” in the
Wall Street Journal on April 23,
2009, just three months after
Obama took the oath of office.
The country is not used to having a president that goes around
apologizing to other countries that
don’t need or deserve such an apology, since it’s the other countries
job to defend and protect its territory.
This country is not used to having the president of another country — as the Mexican President, for
example — come to U.S. soil demanding equality and better treatment for his people who are here
illegally.
On May 20 2010, in an address
to a joint session of Congress,
Mexican President Felipe Calderon
described the flow of immigrants
from his country into the United
States as a shared problem and
asked the Congress to consider
comprehensive immigration reform.
Only twice have foreign dignitaries addressed a Joint Session of
Congress: French Ambassador
Andre de Laboulaye (20 May
1934), to mark the centennial of the
death of the Marquis de Lafayette,
and Cuban Ambassador Guillermo
Belt (19 April 1948), to commemorate the 50th anniversary of Cuban
(See My Point of View, Page 2)

JUDGE DOUGLAS SMITH
Judge Douglas Smith to be removed
from the case, citing previous conflicts and “an objective appearance
of bias or prejudice.”
Previously, during another case,

in open court, Judge Smith had told
Wildeveld that while he admires her
passionate defense style, he does
not like her and he was remanding
her client.
Las Vegas Tribune learned of the
controversy by other attorneys that
were in the courtroom at the time
of the judge-defense attorney issue
and tried to get the case number to
confirm it, but none of the attorneys
wanted to get involved.
The newspaper requested from
court information officer Maryann
Price, a copy of that case and the
newspaper never received an answer on the matter, and never even
received a return phone call.
The judge “has called me overzealous, overly passionate and informed me that he has gone to the
chief judge to request to have me
added to a list of attorneys who can-

DEFENSE ATTORNEY
KRISTINA WILDEVELD
not appear before him,” Wildeveld
wrote in court papers filed last
Monday before the court closed for
Thanksgiving week.
Judge Douglas Smith has vio-

lated a Hispanic man’s constitutional rights when he abused his discretion by remanding the defendant
to custody just because he did not
like the way the defendant thanked
the judge; then he later raised the
bail from the $3,000.00 previously
set by a Justice Court judge to $1
million.
Three justices found that Smith
had violated Juan Delgado Perez’s
constitutional rights and abused his
discretion “by remanding him
(Perez) to custody and setting bail
at an excessive amount in order to
punish him for having an ‘attitude’
during a court proceeding.”
The justices ordered bail set at
$3,000, and the case was reassigned
to a judge that is now one of the
three appellate court judges.
Dagmar Diaz and his mother,
(See Judge Smith, Page 6)

Proposed power plant would
raise costs for consumers
NV Energy’s plan would destroy thousands of jobs
By Victor Joecks
Nevada Policy Research Institute
Since the Legislative Session
ended, there’s been a lot of attention paid to lawmakers who supported the largest tax increase in
Nevada history.
Taxpayers are rightfully outraged at politicians who promised
to “keep taxes low,” but then passed
the largest tax increase in state history, including a modified version
of the defeated margin tax.
Unfortunately, tax hikes are not
the only way legislators raise costs
for everyday Nevadans. Although

it takes years to unfold, previous
legislative mandates are also raising the cost of electricity and right
now the Public Utilities Commission is facing a decision about just
how much those increases will cost.
The path to higher rates started
in 2013 when politicians passed
SB123. The bill mandated that NV
Energy shut down its cheap, reliable and paid-for coal power plants
and replace them with power from
natural gas and green energy
sources. Because NV Energy is a
monopoly energy provider, state
(See NV Energy, Page 3)

In their own words, the Nevada
delegation addresses refugee issue
By Thomas Mitchell
It is truly a disgusting state of
affairs when the leaders of one political party toss aside legitimate
concerns about national security
and public safety in order to engage
in political pandering, mockery and
name-calling.
Within days of the bloodbath on
the streets of Paris by a band of
Islamofascists, President Obama
was in the Philippines telling the
press that Republicans, who were
calling for stringent background
checks on the 10,000 Syrian refugees he wants to resettle in the U.S.,
are “scared of widows and orphans
coming into the United States of
America as part of our tradition of
compassion. First, they were worried about the press being too tough
on them during debates. Now
they’re worried about three-yearold orphans. That doesn’t sound
very tough to me.”
He seems more concerned about
the widows and orphans of foreign

lands than those who might become
such here due to his lack of due diligence.
Nevada’s Sen. Harry Reid
picked up the blame-Republicans
rant and spat it out on the floor of
the Senate. “I have been disgusted
in recent days to see some of my
Republican colleagues shun the
American tradition of displaying
compassion to those in need; of
sheltering those fleeing death, torture, rape, and oppression. And
(See Refugees, Page 4)

Syrian refugees land in Greece.

Country of Laws or Lawyers Must Be Paid?
By Rolando Larraz
Las Vegas Tribune
Are we a country of laws? Last
week the Las Vegas Tribune published another article concerning
corruption in the Nevada Judiciary
that had spread to New Hampshire.
We have found that an organization out of Washington D.C. investigates and publishes their

findings on state integrity
(www.publicintegrity.org/accountability/state-integrity-investigation)
and we have found it very informative and useful for the type of story
we are covering.
We were not surprised that Nevada Judiciary received a grade of
F on Judicial Integrity. We have
been reporting on corruption in the

Nevada Courts for decades. What
did surprise us is that the other
states have for the most part deteriorated to such an extent that a
grade of D is good.
It seems that our country has
been hijacked by an out-of-control
legal system that no longer follows
the law. The most important agenda
(See Feeley, Page 4)

FROM THE DESK OF GORDON MARTINES

LVMPD days are numbered; far too
many lies and cover-ups have occurred

By Gordon Martines
One Lie is too many for an organization like the LVMPD, which
was created to, and was supposed
to, protect and serve the community, but instead, it exploits and
cheats the public at every opportunity.
Most everyone has pretty much
forgotten about the latest non-injury

non-response to traffic accidents by
the LVMPD. I am positive that the
lawyers in town are thrilled to death
that participants are now forced to
obtain an attorney in order to litigate and argue their minor traffic
accidents. This is just another example of a reduction in expected
services, along with an increase in
local taxes, so that the revenue

agents (Traffic Motor Officers) can
increase their ranks and write more
traffic tickets and squeeze more
money out of us all. To add insult
to injury, now regular patrol officers are required to turn in a certain
amount of “revenue only” traffic
citations each month (meet their
quotas), or face disciplinary punishment. I always thought that quo-

tas were illegal.
Another point of interest for the
community is the fact that the Clark
County Detention Center is heading toward being condemned for
structural defects and its deteriorating poor construction materials. It
appears once again the crooks in the
LVMPD and in the local govern(See From the Desk, Page 5)
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My Point of View
(Continued from Page 1)
independence after the SpanishAmerican War in 1898.
Neither Laboulaye nor Belt
abused U.S. generosity by using
their presence in the U.S. Congress
to ask for America’s law to be
changed or to express disappointment in how American people run
their country.
When Republican presidential
candidate Donald John Trump announced his intention to run for the
presidency of the United Sates of
America, his intentions to close the
border and put an end to the immigration fiasco the country is now
facing made Trump a very popular
candidate and he has maintained
himself at the top of the list of the
dozen and a half hopeful candidates
because of the strong unapologetic
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manner he has displayed from day
one.
What is undeniably true is that
Donald Trump is telling the American people what they have been
saying to themselves for a long time
and what the American people have
been waiting to hear from a leader
that can change the future of this
nation.
Donald Trump’s tough attitude
and open dialogue with the American people have made a very popular candidate and has given the voters hope to be able to make America
Great Again.
He may have come over a little
too tough on a few occasions, but
that is his way of saying that he is
in control and that he would be an
“in-charge President” that will protect the nation from all enemies and
will NOT apologize to anyone.
Donald Trump has said on many
occasions, when they have told him
that “he went too far” or that he
needs to or should apologize for his
words, that he would not apologize,
and that made him an even more
popular candidate because if he
does not run for cover with an apology when he tells it like it is to the
American people, he would not run
to apologize to foreign forces, who
may on many occasions not be our
friends but our enemies.
These who are sitting in the
wings waiting for the next opportunity to attack or criticize Donald

Trump jump into it when the Republican candidate stated that the
Syrian refugees have to be registered when they come here.
“I will absolutely take database
on the people coming in from
Syria,” Trump said, adding that
such a database would not be
needed in a Trump administration,
as he would kick all Syrian refugees out of the country, regardless
of their religion, and allow no more
to enter. “If I win, they’re going
back. They’re going back. We can’t
have them.”
Well, what is so wrong about
that, since we are all registered in
this country? Not once but many
times since we were born, or since
we entered by these United States.
We are registered in the hospital
when born, registered when applying for a social security card, registered when we open a bank account
or get a driver’s license, and when
we get a job (they give us an employee number). We are a number
at the Internal Revenue Service, and
most likely the Justice Department
and the Federal Bureau of Investigation have a file on every American citizen or legal resident.
If all these government entities
maintain a file on every decent,
hard-working human being living
in this country, why does there have
to be an exception for the Syrian
refugees that are supposed to be
women and children, but all we see

on the television set is young men
in their twenties and thirties, far removed from what babies and defenseless women look like.
We have to remember that some
of the perpetrators of the September 11, 2001 attack on the Twin
Towers in New York were in this
country as aviation students.
In fact it is very important to
point out that the pilot students
were not interested in learning

how to land the plane, but only
how to fly it.
My name is Rolando Larraz, and
as always, I approved this column.
*****
Rolando Larraz is Editor in
Chief of the Las Vegas Tribune. His
column appears weekly in this
newspaper. To contact Rolando
Larraz,
email
him
at:
Rlarraz@lasvegastribune.com or
at 702-272-4634.
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Quote of the Week:

“There are some people who
want to throw their arms round
you simply because it is
Christmas; there are other
people who want to strangle you
simply because it is Christmas.”
— Robert Lynd
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Although the Las Vegas Tribune
is open to all and sundry opinions about what we publish, we
wish to inform all those who
choose to submit their opinions
in writing to refrain from threatening anyone about whom an article is written or the writer of
the article. In other words, any
opinions containing threats will
not be published. We thank you
for adhering to this policy.
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We search for the truth, embrace the truth, and print the truth.
If we inadvertently print something that is not true, we will let
our readers know. We are open to
documented information to shed
light on any issue of concern to
our readers. We are of service to
our community, and it is our intention to serve our community
the best way we can.
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NV Energy should pay more for power
from rooftop solar panels, not less

By Thomas Mitchell
In a letter to the Las Vegas newspaper Sunday a reader makes the
argument that owners of rooftop
solar panels are not selling power
to NV Energy at retail rates, as the
company argues, but are rather
banking power for use at another
time. The letter was in reply to a
Review-Journal editorial that swallowed the power company claim
non-solar panel owners are subsidizing those who can afford to install solar panels.
“NV Energy is not buying my
excess; rather, the relationship is
more like a bank account. I deposit
my excess energy with NV Energy
when I have it, and withdraw it during the months I need it,” the letter
writer argues.
In July, NV Energy submitted a
proposal to the Nevada Public Utilities Commission that would cut the
credit for power uploaded to the
grid by solar panel owners from
11.6 cents per kilowatt-hour, the
standard retail rate, to 5.5 cents per
kWh, which is closer to what the
company pays for wholesale power.
The PUC staff has even suggested
making the rates retroactive for existing solar panel owners.
The company argues that a customer who installs solar panels and

Backyard solar panel installation.

becomes a so-called net metering
customer cuts his power bill by up
to $1,181 a year on average, while
the utility avoids no more than $519
in purchased power costs.
What everyone seems to be
overlooking is that solar panels create excess power that is available
for the grid at peak-use times.
Power is not publicly traded on the
open market at the same price all
day long. The higher the demand,
the higher the price. Prices fluctuate on the half hour.
Solar panel owners should not

be getting less in credits per kWh,
but more. In summer months, industrial scale power customers typically pay four times as much for
power delivered in the heat of day
at peak-demand periods than overnight.
In fact, NV Energy has set up
Time of Use (TOU) rate schedules
that its customers may choose to opt
into. That’s what smart meters are
for. Under one payment schedule a
residential customer in the summer
would pay 36 cents a kWh during
peak hours but only 6 cents during

Time of Use residential rate schedules from NV Energy.
off-peak hours. Another schedule
with different parameters would
charge 50 cents a kWh during summer peak.
For those who are not home during summer peak hours and set their
thermostats higher, such a schedule

could save money.
Since even NV Energy concedes
electricity is worth more at the very
time solar panel owners are providing it, perhaps the PUC should require the company to pay more, not
less. Makes perfect sense.

green goodies.
The city’s chief sustainability
officer — yes, that is what the
mayor called him, as well as the
city’s green guru — bragged about
getting $9 million to $10 million in
rebates and millions more in grants
for the city’s renewable energy
scams, as though that money was
picked from the magic money tree
out back instead from the pockets
of taxpayers and ratepayers. According to Transparent Nevada, the
chief sustainability officer is paid
more than a quarter of million dollars a year in pay and benefits to
come up with these “savings.”
(It reminds me of all the times
Harry Reid bragged about the solar
panels at Nellis Air Force Base saving $1 million year, without ever

mentioning the array cost $100 million and would last only 20 or 30
years, at most.)
The NV Energy guy bragged
about the company paying less than
5 cents a kilowatt-hour for the solar power it would be selling to the
city, without mentioning that the
SunPower Corp. had to contract
with a buyer before the federal investment tax credit for solar power
drops from 30 percent to 10 percent.
More pickings from the money tree.
They never did say what the city
would be paying per kilowatt-hour,
though the sustainability guy said
the contract was for 43 million kWh
annually and the newspaper said the
contract was for $20 million a year,
which works out to 46.5 cents a
kWh, which would be four times
the residential retail rate for power
and makes no sense at all. So, I
don’t know what the city is paying
and whether it is a good deal or not
to go green.
It all seems like a bit of sleight
of hand that we are supposed to
believe is magic.
Pay no attention to the fact that
in order to save the planet, as they
hope to do in Paris in a couple of
days, it will cost the global
economy $1 trillion a year while
preventing a total temperature rise
by 2100 of only 0.306 degrees Fahrenheit.

Do you believe in magic? Then you’ll believe green power saves money
By Thomas Mitchell
Don’t you sometimes get the
feeling all levels of government are
little more than a shell game in
which the pea is always in
someone’s pocket. You lay down
your bet, as the grifter lays down
an incessant prattle, but you never
pick up any winnings.
Only in this game, they won’t let
you walk away, and they keep insisting you are winning.
Take the city of Las Vegas’ new
deal with NV Energy in which the
city claims it will be operating on
100 percent renewable energy at no
additional cost. They announced the
deal at a press conference recently
at which there were more people
doing the announcing than there
were members of the press.
The mayor and other highly-paid
city officials as well as the wellcompensated head of NV Energy
declared that a new three-year contract would free the city of ever using a single electron of fossil fuel-

NV Energy

(Continued from Page 1)
law provides for the PUC to serve
as the ratepayer advocate.
Unfortunately, SB123 removed
the authority of PUC officials to
stop the shutdown of Nevada’s coal
power plants.
At the time, NV Energy estimated the bill would only increase
electricity rates by 1.65 percent a
year. Now, however, a new study
from the Nevada Policy Research
Institute, shows that those cost estimates are far too low.
Because of how expensive
power from NV Energy is, during
the last session, major power consumers, including Wynn Las Vegas,
MGM Resorts International and Las
Vegas Sands Corp, announced their
intention to leave NV Energy and
buy power on their own. NV
Energy’s costs are so high, these
companies are willing to pay exit
fees costing tens of millions of dollars, just to avoid purchasing power
at NV Energy’s inflated rates. Opting out of NV Energy isn’t an option for the average Nevadan, however.
In response, the Legislature
passed AB498, which slightly reduced the requirements of SB123.
NV Energy currently purchases
natural gas from Star West Generation, but it has asked the PUC to
give the go-ahead to study building
a new 706-megawatt natural gas
power plant that could cost up to
$1 billion. Critics suggest that NV
Energy’s motivation for building
the new power plant is that it receives a guaranteed return on equity, but doesn’t receive the same
return if it just purchases the power
from another provider.
Compared to the alternative of
purchasing natural gas power from
existing power plants, the marginal
cost to ratepayers of NV Energy’s
plan for a new power plant would
be $115 million in 2020 alone.
Building the new power plant
would reduce employment by 1,614

tainted power again. The city would
be powered around-the-clock by a
100-megawatt solar photo-voltaic
power plant farm near Boulder City,
though the explanation for how they
are going to keep the street lights
on at night was shuffled away under a shell.
All this would save the planet
and save the taxpayers money, the
officials boasted as they shuffled to

jobs, and lower investment in Nevada by $18 million. Electricity
rates would increase by 3.2 percent,
costing the average consumer each
year an additional $31 and the average industrial rate payer $9,970.
From 2020-2025, the increased cost
to ratepayers will total $604 million.
That’s only the marginal cost of
approving the power plant. Even as
modified by AB498, SB123 still
imposes substantial costs on all
consumers. If the new power plant
is built, SB123 would cost
ratepayers $206 million in 2020,
reduce employment by 2,925 jobs
and lower investment in Nevada by
$33 million. Rates are projected to
increase by 5.8 percent, costing the
average consumer an additional $55
a year and the average industrial
rate payer $17,906 a year. From
2020-2025, ratepayers will be cost
another $1.086 billion.
If the PUC rejects NV Energy’s
plan for a new power plant, the requirements built into SB123 and
AB498 will cost ratepayers $91
million in 2020, less than half of the
cost if the new power plant is built.
High power prices will reduce employment by 1,311 jobs, and it will
lower investment in Nevada by $15
million. Building the new power
plan will cause rates to increase by
3.2 percent, which will cost the average consumer $24 a year and the
average industrial rate payer $7,936
a year. From 2020-2025, these requirements will cost Nevada consumers $438 million.
The fundamental problem with
NV Energy is that it’s a monopoly
trying to impose a one-size fits all
power plan on Nevadans. Some
consumers would be happy to pay
more knowing that their energy is
coming from renewable sources.
The priority of others is to save
money.
The next time lawmakers gather
in Carson City, they should break
up Nevada’s energy monopoly, in-

Boulder Solar project
the podium.
You see that extra quarter of a
million dollars a year in payments
to NV Energy under this contract
would be offset by savings due to
energy efficiency and other green
goblins such as retrofits. No one
ever did say what the capital costs
of those savings are or what the
maintenance costs are or the return
on investment over the life of the

stead of trying to direct it.
*****
Victor Joecks is executive vice
president of the Nevada Policy Research Institute, a nonpartisan,
free-market think tank. For more
visit http://npri.org.
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Refugees

(Continued from Page 1)
frankly, I have been disappointed by
Republican fear-mongering and
bigotry,” Reid said.
This past week the House passed
a bill — dubbed American SAFE
Act of 2015 — that would require
the Department of Homeland Security and the FBI to more closely
screen those seeking to resettle here
as refugees from Syria and Iraq to
avoid admitting the Islamic State
jihadists that ISIS has bragged it is
embedding with refugees.
(This is the same DHS whose
airport screeners failed to catch
weapons and explosives 95 percent
of the time during tests.)
Reid promised to filibuster the
bill in the Senate and Obama promised to veto it if it gets by Reid.
The House vote was 289-137,
with enough Democrats voting aye
to overturn a veto. Nevada’s delegation voted along party lines. Republicans Joe Heck, Cresent Hardy and
Mark Amodei voting aye and
Democrat Dina Titus voting no.
Amodei in particular did not take
the tongue lashing from Obama lying down. “While it is not my preference to engage in political
wordsmithing, frankly, given his
comments over the past few days,

somehow a recruiting tool for ISIS
is disgusting and about the least
Presidential thing I’ve seen out of
an already disappointing, JV Administration.”
Hardy, who represents rural
southern Nevada and northern
Clark County, got right to the point
of the Safe Act. “ISIS has openly
bragged about their plans to use the
refugee relocation process to gain
unprecedented access to Western

nations,” he said. “Intelligence reports show at least one of the attackers in Paris used a stolen Syrian passport to travel freely
throughout the region. Why should
we think the United States would
be treated differently by those who
seek to harm us?”
Rep. Heck, who is running for
Reid’s Senate seat, declared, “Our
first responsibility must be to protect Americans. The Islamic State

has declared war on the west and
settling thousands of new refugees
who cannot be properly vetted only
increases the chances of a Parisstyle attack in the United States.
The President may be satisfied with
his strategy against ISIL, but it
clearly is not working.”
His Democratic opponent,
former Nevada Attorney General
Catherine Cortez Masto, apparently
realizing the futility of running on
Reid’s foreigners-first stance,
parted company with him, saying
“we must ensure that our vetting
process for accepting Syrian refugees is as thorough as possible.”
Titus toed the party line and
called the Safe Act “politically
motivated legislation that sends the
wrong message to our allies, misdirects critical resources, and abandons our proud tradition of being a
safe harbor for the most vulnerable
in search of better lives.”
That is what your representatives in D.C. have to say, in their
own words.
Public safety should not be a
partisan issue, but the Democratic
leadership shrugs off the lives of
Americans as mere collateral damage as they carpet bomb the political landscape with their venomous
rhetoric.

Dempsey on behalf of Governor
Hassan states “The Governor cannot overturn a legal decision of the
Supreme Court.”
That is the exact point: the decision was not legal and must be overturned. She refused to answer the
question is Hanson v. Denckla the
law of the land?
The Governor will not uphold
the law of the land. Apparently, all
property held in Trust in New
Hampshire is only for the enrichment of lawyers.
The Las Vegas Tribune has received several legal comments on
this Decision agreeing with what
the newspaper has been reporting.

HANSON & DECKLA
EXCERPT
Prior to the Fourteenth Amendment an exercise of jurisdiction
over persons or property outside the
forum State was thought to be an
absolute nullity. [21] but the matter
remained a question of state law
over which this Court exercised no
authority.[22] With the adoption of
that Amendment, any judgment
purporting to bind the person of a
defendant over whom the court had
not acquired in personam jurisdiction was void within the State as
well as without. Pennoyer v. Neff,
95 U.S. 714. Nearly a century has
passed without this Court being
called upon to apply that principle
to an in rem judgment dealing with
property outside the forum State.
The invalidity of such a judgment
within the forum State seems to
have been assumed — and with
good reason. Since a State is forbidden to enter a judgment attempting to bind a person over whom it
has no jurisdiction, it has even less
right to enter a judgment purporting to extinguish the interest of such
a person in property over which the
court has no jurisdiction.[23] Therefore, so far as it purports to rest upon
jurisdiction over the trust assets, the
judgment of the Florida court cannot be sustained. Sadler v. Industrial Trust Co., 327 Mass. 10, 97
N.E. 2d 169.
The overwhelming fact that
grabs the attention of an impartial
reader of the above is that the Decision states very clearly that no
state has jurisdiction over property
outside the forum state.
The New Hampshire home was
undeniably in that state and not Nevada. The Nevada Judge dictated

that real property outside his jurisdiction be sold to pay lawyers in his
jurisdiction. Absurd. CASE
CLOSED.
This newspaper has also come
into the possession of numerous
cases that have identical facts. All
the cases looked at have cited the
Hanson v. Denckla precedent as
controlling.
One Case is important because
the Supreme Court of New Hampshire ruled in 1986 that they could
not control a Trust that was located
in Massachusetts because of
Hanson v. Denckla. Another case
was between the founder of the
New Hampshire Union Leader’s
estate and Nevada.
The Nevada Supreme Court
ruled that a Trust created in Nevada
that contained Union Leader stock
with situs in Nevada was controlled
by Nevada and not New Hampshire.
These rulings follow the law of
the land. It is interesting to note that
the above cases were correctly
ruled, and lawyer’s fees were not
an issue. It seems that the issue of
legal fees may take precedent over
the law.
There are numerous cases that
The Las Vegas Tribune investigators looked at and the conclusion is
that in every case a state cannot
control Trust assets outside their
borders, period. CASE CLOSED.
“This case is very interesting
because it is the poster child for the
out of control court systems and
corruption as reported by the State
Integrity Report Card. This country is in trouble if Judges and Governors can participate in crimes to
steal beneficiary’s assets held in
Trusts,” says Aaron Feeley.

About 130 were killed and hundreds hospitalized in the Friday the 13th attack in Paris by Islamic State terrorists.

it seems the President reserves
greater disdain for his political opponents than he does those responsible for the deaths of thousands at
home and abroad, the atrocities in
Paris, beheadings, burnings, and the
enslavement of women and minors,” the northern Nevada Republican answered. “To suggest that
Members of Congress and other
American citizens who express
concern over a legitimate threat are

Feeley

(Continued from Page 1)
of all courts has become to pay all
the lawyers.
This trend is extremely dangerous to the citizens of the United
States. We elect officials to do our
business and one of the most important duties is to follow the laws
of the United States and abide by
U.S. Supreme Court Decisions.
We have been reporting on a
Nevada District Court Case that
was initiated for no more than access to bank records that would
prove misappropriation of funds
held in trust.
Trust law has been well known
and in existence for centuries. There
has been several US Supreme Court
Decisions that have established certain Trust law principles as the law
of the land. Hanson v. Denckla
(1958), Pennoyer v. Neff (1878),
Livingston v. Jefferson (1811) are
three such precedents. All courts
must abide by these binding precedents as controlling (Stare Decisis).
The Nevada Case we have been
reporting on is one in which the
Judge, Allan Earl, ignored binding
precedents and the law of the land
when he made a ruling that awarded
obscene legal fees (over $600,000)
to Nevada attorneys to be paid from
an out-of-state Trust.
This action by a sitting Judge in
Nevada is exactly the reason why
Nevada rates an F grade on integrity. Judge Earl did this to enrich
attorneys that practice law in his
courtroom, and that action does violate the Constitutional rights of beneficiaries and is a very serious violation of the law of the land.
Last week we reported on the
New Hampshire Governor’s apparently deciding to add weight to that
state’s overall D grade by ignoring
the law of the land as established
by the US Supreme Court. Looks
like the goal of the New Hampshire
Governor is an F grade in integrity.
On May 23, 2010, Nashua Telegraph writer Albert McKeon wrote
an article that ranked the state as
least corrupt and it reads as follows:
New Hampshire ranked as
least corrupt state in U.S.
By ALBERT McKEON
Staff Writer
Nashua Telegraph
Under Governor Hassan’s leadership the state’s ranking has taken
a big dive. Recently a Kentucky
town hall clerk went to jail for five
days because she refused to follow
the law of the land. That is of interest to the Las Vegas Tribune that a
Town clerk goes to jail for failing
to issue a marriage license to a same
sex couple that did not result in any
significant monetary loss to any of
the parties, The Nevada Judge and
Governor of New Hampshire have
not followed the law of the land and
a family loses a home that has been
in that family for fifty years. The
agenda for this was to pay attorneys
obscene legal fees of over $600,000
to date. The newspaper wonders,
why are these officials not all in
jail?
We must emphasize that these
criminal acts were perpetrated to
enrich attorneys who were not entitled to legal fees from the corpus
of a spendthrift Trust. Follow the
money is a well known doctrine.
The judge in Nevada and the Governor of New Hampshire have no

excuse for their failure to follow the
law.
The rulings and orders signed by
Judge Allan Earl are proof positive
that he did not follow the law. The
letter from MaryAnn Dempsey,
Governor’s legal counsel, is an example of how no one answers the
questions presented as the main issue. They refuse to answer to the
law of the land. That is an absolute
confirmation of corruption.
Answer the question!
The Las Vegas Tribune is committed to reporting corruption. Obviously the report cards of all the
states indicate that this country is
in trouble. When judges and Governors ignore the law of the land to
enrich attorneys, we are doomed.
First lawyers chase the tobacco
companies, then the fat in burgers,
drug companies, and anyone else
they can attack to be enriched. The
baby boomers are scheduled to inherit trillions of dollars over the
next ten years and you can be sure
lawyers will be stealing your money
with judges and governors in on it.
The Las Vegas Tribune will seek
an answer to two questions. Is the
U.S. Supreme Court Decision in
Hanson v. Denckla the law of the
land relating to Trusts? Is a bank
obligated to honor their commitments and pay Cashier’s Checks
that they issued for good value?
Lawyers are famous for muddying the waters. This newspaper is
not interested in mud but the truth,
so answer the questions. The people
have a right to know.
Here at the Las Vegas Tribune
our research indicates that if
Hanson v. Denckla is the law of the
land then the Feeley Case has already been decided. The Cashier’s
Check must be paid because Clark
Feeley bought the check to protect
the Trust, and he was right. The
Nevada Judge was committed to
enrich his lawyers and he thought
he was the law.
Clark Feeley told this Editor in
Chief that he believes in the law of
the land and all he has asked is that
the law be enforced. If Hanson v.
Denckla does not mean anything,
then he will go away.
However, he notices that everyone that has ever been asked about
that Decision avoids answering the
question or they parse the meaning
and misinterpret it. MaryAnn
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Who ya gonna blame? Climate change! Of course
By Thomas Mitchell
People used to blame things on
gnomes, trolls and leprechauns, but
no more. Anything that goes afoul
of your wishes or expectations, you
can blame climate change — your
all-purpose go-to for attribution and
accusation.
Why just recently, the Las Vegas newspaper has a front page
story heralding — without tongue
anywhere near the cheek — that the
poor Thanksgiving season pumpkin
crop can be blamed on climate
change. This is because of wet
weather in the Midwest caused by,
of course, climate change.
“Numerous studies have warned
that the effects of climate change,
including changes in temperature
and precipitation and more frequent
and intense severe weather events,
droughts, fires, floods and other
natural disasters, could have major
impacts on agriculture all over the
world,” the freelance writer for The
Washington Post recounts faithfully
from the dogma of climate change
bible.
You see climate change causes

Poor pumpkin patch output? Blame climate change.
droughts and rainfall.
Nile River recorded from AD 622 you think we are having all these
That’s why the nut crops in Cali- through 1922 that found a seven- fires?”
fornia are poor due to the drought year cycle of high and low river levFlooding? Blame climate
caused by climate change.
els.
change, too.
Pay no attention to that outWildfires in the West, blame it
Syrian civil war? Blame climate
moded and now replaced Bible that on climate change. Harry Reid change. Prince Charles does. “He
spoke of seven years of lean fol- does. “We have climate change. It’s told Sky News that ‘one of the malowed by seven years of fat, nor the here. You can’t deny it,” Reid told jor reasons for this horror in Syria’
research that found levels of the the Las Vegas newspaper. “Why do is a years-long drought which

meant that ‘huge numbers of
people’ had to leave. He said climate change had a ‘huge impact’ on
conflict and extremism,” according
to the New York Post.
National security threatened? It
is climate change that causes that.
“I am here today to say that climate
change constitutes a serious threat
to global security, an immediate risk
to our national security, and, make
no mistake, it will impact how our
military defends our country,”
Obama told graduates of the Coast
Guard Academy. “And so we need
to act, and we need to act now” —
before we run out of pumpkins.
Low birth rate in the U.S.?
Blame climate change. Too hot to
cuddle. “The data showed that on
average between 1931 through
2010, each hot day resulted in 1,165
fewer baby births across the United
States some nine months later,”
Reuters reported with an apparently
straight face.
Got a poor report card? Pull out
the all-purpose, all-occasion, go-to
troll and blame climate change. Too
hot to study. That’s the ticket.

lion dollars, and still the police radio system is failing and not working properly and is still putting everyone at risk. This appears at a
minimum to be gross negligence,
but is most likely criminal intent
and theft.
Sooner or later the details of this
settlement will become public
knowledge. It really is not all that
hard to figure out, “Just Follow the
Money.” What will be revealed is
just how many palms were greased

countability back to the department,
and filed a federal lawsuit against
LVMPD in 2011. Martines has appeared on “Face The Tribune” radio show several times and is currently the host of “Open Mic” on
Tuesdays and Thursday at 11:00
a.m. He contributes his opinions
and ideas to the Las Vegas Tribune
to keep the public informed and
help improve policing in Las Vegas.
Gordon Martines can be contacted
via email at coper71@hotnail.com.

From The Desk
(Continued from Page 1)
ment got pretty well greased while
the jail was being built, and overlooked the shoddy construction
while at the same time lining their
pockets. Be on the lookout for the
revelation that we need to build a
new jail, and maybe just maybe
another lawsuit settlement will be
generated. Hopefully the new jail
will have a kitchen this time.
And now for the “piece de resistance,” the recent settlement details for the lawsuit against the Harris Radio Corporation, for selling
their defective police radio system
to the LVMPD, and greasing a few
palms along the way. No wonder
Las Vegas has the reputation of being nothing more than a city of
Thieves, Prostitutes, Gamblers, and
Drunks, as this type of conduct is
almost to the point of being expected, condoned, and tolerated by
the majority of people temporarily
living here. For clarification, I am
a long-term resident and consider
this my home and final resting
place, and anyone attempting to
steal and cheat this community will
earn an eternal enemy in me.
However, the skies have lately
parted and a dim light is shining
through. The latest decision by the
LVMPD to NOT disclose the details of the police radio settlement
agreement between the LVMPD
and the Harris Radio Corporation,
is just yet another example of criminal activity afoot and with aforethought. The unbelievable audacity
of the LVMPD, a public entity, to
refuse to disclose the details of a
criminally laced $42 Million contract settlement to the public, is despicable and against the law and
smacks of corruption and avarice.
It is common knowledge, at least
through the police service, that the
LVMPD Police Administration entered into an agreement with the
Harris Corporation knowing full
well that the police radio equipment
that was being purchased to replace
the old yet still very workable radio system with the latest digital
radio system, was, from the beginning, defective — even before it
was partially installed. The big
question is: why would anyone do
this? The answer is simple: for the
right price and some palm grease
that would go directly into the police administration’s pocket, this
defective digital radio system could
be installed and integrated with the
old radio system and made to appear to somewhat work until maybe
the whole system could be fixed to
work properly for even more taxpayer dollars.
That is exactly what happened,
and an additional $26 Million of
taxpayer monies was wasted on trying to fix the digital radio system,
which again never happened. Even
with the backing of two high ranking police executives who quit the
LVMPD, and went to work for Harris Corporation, they could not keep
this Lie and Scam afloat. So in
2011, the entire system was
scrapped, according to former Sheriff Douglas Gillespie.
So now here we are in 2015, a
settlement agreement with Harris
Corporation has come to conclusion, and the public is denied knowing what the outcome was. Let’s
add it up: $42 Million for the initial outlay, and then another $26
Million to try and fix the problem,
which adds up to a total of $68 Mil-

in this scam. Those involved need
to be taken to task and possibly
serve prison terms for their actions;
and of course, they also forced a
“More Cops Tax” on us all too, to
make up for their criminal theft. The
HOA scandal is minor in comparison to this scam.
Commissioner Sisolak is calling
for the details of this lawsuit settlement in the next fiscal affairs meeting. My advice to the community
is to stay aware and follow what is

happening with this situation, as I
believe the door is now open to finally bring proper accountability to
our community.
In God We Trust
*****
Gordon Martines is a former
LVMPD detective who has served
in many capacities over his 39-year
career in law enforcement. He was
a candidate for sheriff in 2002,
2006, 2010 and 2014, with the intention of bringing integrity and ac-
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Your tax dollars in action: So much time
and ink spilled over non-issue at UNLV
By Thomas Mitchell
rebel (n) one who resists authority or convention.
Isn’t it just a bit ironic that
UNLV would spend five months
creating a 60-page document combatting the forces of political correctness who blanch and quake at
the notion the school’s mascot —
Hey Reb! — and athletic team
name — Rebels — and school
newspaper name — Rebel Yell —
are in some way derivative of the
appellation applied to supporters of
the Confederacy, which in turn has
come to imply some racial pejorative. At least that is the current conventional way of thinking.
Nearly two weeks ago the
university’s Associate Vice President for diversity Initiatives &
Chief Diversity Officer Rainier
Spencer dropped his hefty tome
titled “Report on UNLV Rebels
Nickname and Hey Reb! Mascot”
on campus President Len Jessop,
though the newspaper is just now
getting around to reporting on this
tremulous topic today with a banner headline proclaiming “UNLV
diversity chief: Hey Reb! mascot,
Rebel nickname not tied to Confederacy.”
The whole thing started in June
with a flippant comment by Sen.
Harry Reid following a shooting in
a black church in South Carolina by
young man who had once posed for
a photo with a Confederate battle
flag. “I believe that the Board of
Regents should take that up and
take a look at it,” Reid said when
asked about the UNLV nicknames.
That started the snowball roll-

Judge Smith

(Continued from Page 1)
Blanca, had come to this country
from Cuba a little more than a decade ago. Just a few months after
Dagmar was enrolled in his school,
he was run over by a car in front of
that school on Twain and Spencer.
Dagmar was in a coma for fourteen days and his mother had to quit
working to care for him; he was diagnosed with schizophrenia, post
traumatic brain damage and attention deficit disorder (ADD) and
needed continual medical attention.
Sandoval, who was 16 at the
time of the shooting, told police two
different stories about what happened, according to Chief Deputy
District Attorney Marc DiGiacomo.
According to media accounts
and court papers, Sandoval told
police there were no arguments. His
mother and sister, who were in the
house at the time, told police they
heard no gunshot before Sandoval
yelled out, “It’s an accident, it’s an
accident,” according to the prosecutor.
Lujan lived in the home with
Sandoval and his family. She was
rushed to University Medical Center, where doctors discovered the
gunshot wound and a bullet lodged
in her left temple. She later died.
Wildeveld has rejected the
prosecutor’s allegation that the killing was an execution. In a statement
last week, she said she had presented prosecutors with evidence
that the shooting was accidental.
Sandoval is being held at the
Clark County Detention Center
without bail and is being dealt with
as an adult.
The mother of a young man with
several mental illnesses spent a
week in front of the Regional Justice Center on a hunger strike protesting against a court decision by
Judge Douglas Smith after her son
finalized a plea deal where he
would plead guilty to lesser charges
in return for a much lower sentence.
Dagmar Diaz was arrested and
charged with kidnapping and intent
of sexual assault; his public defender attorney had negotiated a
lower sentence for his admitting
guilt to a lesser charge.
Up to now, everything seemed
routine and business as usual with
the prosecutors and defense attorneys playing at law with the lives
of the defendants, Las Vegas Tribune wrote on September 2014.
However, everyone agreed to the
plea bargain deal and they were
ready to be in Department 8 in front
of Judge Douglas Smith to seal the
negotiations, but no one counted on
the judge’s racial antagonism
against Latino defendants; he did
not approve the deal.
The Public Defender appointed
to the case tried to explain to the
judge that the young man had several head injuries and illnesses due
to being run down under a car in

Illustrator Mike Miller with his creation Hey Reb!
ing downhill.
“In that connection, I am cur- haps be a good exercise for UNLV
Spencer, who received $171,000 rently in talks with the newspaper’s students to choose a new name for
in pay and benefits in 2014 and is advisory board about changing the their newspaper.”
surely up for a raise due to com- name to something else. Even Yell
But a two-month “Listening
pleting this yeoman’s task, came to and Yellin’ Rebel are problematic Exercise” in which Spencer met
the doublethink conclusion that since they both invoke the idea of a with 15 campus groups prompted
Rebels and Hey Reb! are in no way rebel yell, which Penn State English the diversity chief to conclude “the
symbols of the benighted Confed- Professor Craig Warren’s new book Rebels identity and nickname must
eracy but the name of the newspa- (The Rebel Yell: A Cultural His- be maintained. I take pains to add
per is.
tory), describes as ‘the ugliest that I do mean to write ‘must be
This exhaustive investigation sound that any mortal ever heard;’ maintained,’ as opposed to ‘should
includes this hilarious examination and that ‘unnerved Union soldiers, be maintained.’ The support for
of the etymology of the term Rebel who heard the threat before they Rebels as an identity and nickname,
Yell and the rationale for seeking a could pinpoint its direction.’ Even while not unanimous, was broad,
change in the name:
though Warren’s book notes that intense, and very deep.”
both Billy Idol’s 1983 song ‘Rebel
Isn’t this the definition of an
Yell,’ and ‘subsequent pop-culture “academic” exercise? One that is
front of his school, but Judge Smith references to the Rebel yell — a purely theoretical and has no pracdid not allow her to finish the ex- clothing line, a video game — also tical application whatsoever?
stripped it of a Civil War context,
Haven’t we been down this freeplanation and shut her down.
choosing
to
embrace
a
spirit
of
genThe Deputy District Attorney,
who always hides under the name eral rebelliousness,’ it seems to me
of the elected District Attorney, was that moving the name of the student
shocked with the judge’s decision newspaper away from anything
and tried to explain the plea agree- having to do at all with the word
ment to the judge, but the judge told ‘yell,’ while retaining Rebel if deboth attorneys that he didn’t care sired, is a necessary and positive
and the ultimate decision was up to step. As the only remaining vestige
of the April 20, 1955 imposition of
him and... NEXT CASE.
Smith later said that he denied Confederate symbols onto the althe prosecutor’s agreement because ready existing Rebels identity
he did not know if ten years from (again, one that the university adnow Diaz might repeat his crime ministration does not control), it
should be removed. It would peronce again.

way before? Oh yes, in 2009
UNLV’s Office of the Vice President for Diversity and Inclusion
drafted a memo titled “Policy on
Bias Incidents and Hate Crimes.”
Here is an excerpt from a blog I
wrote at the time:
Let’s let the policy speak for itself. Here is the definition of a bias
incident: “A. ‘Bias Incidents’ refers
to verbal, written, or physical acts
of intimidation, coercion, interference, frivolous claims, discrimination, and sexual or other harassment
motivated, in whole or in part, by
bias based on actual or perceived
race, ethnicity, color, religion,
creed, sex (including gender identity or expression, or a pregnancy
related condition), sexual orientation, national origin, military status
or military obligations, disability
(including veterans with serviceconnected disabilities), age, marital status, physical appearance, political affiliation, or on the basis of
exercise of rights secured by the
First Amendment of the United
States Constitution.”
Got that? You can call the campus cops if someone makes a frivolous claim about you exercising
your First Amendment rights.
If you think that is rich, wrap
your mind around this footnote explaining just what “physical appearance” is covered: “Personal appearance means the outward appearance
of any person, irrespective of sex,
with regard to bodily condition or
characteristics, manner or style of
dress, and manner or style of personal grooming, including, but not
limited to, hair style and beards.”
So, if the mustachioed Hey Reb!
wearing a gray hat offends you,
tough it out, dude.
Academic self-examination is at
least good for comic relief.
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Why some Americans remain
skeptical about climate change

Two new analyses examine ‘how a culture of misinformation’ can
be spread within the American public, according to their author.
By Pete Spotts
Christian Science Monitor
A network of conservative donors and interest groups in the US
form an intricate ecosystem effective at converting dollars to public
doubts about global warming.
That is the broad conclusion
from an exhaustive analysis of 20
years’ worth of IRS documents, as
well as speeches, blog posts, books,
and position papers from politicians, conservative think tanks, and
trade groups.
The analysis spans two research
papers, the latest of which was published Monday in Nature Climate
Change. It follows a study published Nov. 23 in the Proceedings
of the National Academy of Sciences that in effect set the table for
the latest study.
Taken together, the analyses by
Yale University sociologist Justin
Farrell, does the best job yet of connecting the dots along the paths
from donation to representation of
contrarian viewpoints by politicians
and in the media, from whom
people take many of their cues on
policy, says Robert Brulle, a sociologist at Drexel University in
Philadelphia.
Monday’s study fills what Dr.
Brulle calls a key gap in the sequence of steps that leads from donations to the appearance of climate-contrarian (language in the
media, where most people get their
climate information. It suggests that
the message donors are paying for
increasingly has worked its way
into the media, where the public
gets most of its information on climate change.
This follows work Dr. Farrell
published Nov. 23 that identifies the
links within the network, highlights
several themes contrarians have included in their material, and explores the impact funding has on the
emphasis those themes receive.
Over the past decade, other peerreviewed studies, as well as books,
have been written about efforts by
key players in the fossil-fuel industry and among conservative groups
to sow doubt among politicians and
the public about the need to curtail
the greenhouse-gas emissions that
are driving global warming.
It’s not a question of winning
over a majority of Americans, notes
Anthony Leiserowitz, director of

Kyana Pinto-Desbrosses, 7, accompanied by her mother, joins a rally
outside the White House in Washington, Sunday, Nov. 29, 2015, in
support of the climate talks in Paris. Government and business leaders
are banking on clean energy technology to fight global warming, kicking
off this week’s high-stakes climate change negotiations by pledging tens
of billions of dollars for research and development.
the Yale Project on Climate Change
Communications and a collaborator on a project with researchers at
George Mason University in Virginia that tracks public opinion on
climate-change issues.
Contrarians “just need to be
strong enough to say no” to major
policy decisions aimed at curbing
global warming, he says.
The broader issue remains, however — “how a culture of misinformation can be spread so effectively
within the American public,” writes
Farrell in an e-mail.
In trying to help answer that
question, the new work “adds a
level of detail and integration that
we did not previously have,” adds
Naomi Oreskes, professor of the
history of science at Harvard University and co-author of the book,
“Merchants of Doubt,” in an e-mail.
Farrell opted to treat climate
contrarians as a social movement
and searched for the links between
all of the key players to gauge their
relative influence with politicians
and the media.
Initial outlines of the network
have appeared in previous studies.
Two years ago, for example, Dr.
Brulle’s research identified 140
foundations that between 2003 and
2010 collectively contributed

nearly $560 million to 91 conservative organizations focused either
exclusively or in part on casting
doubt on climate change and the
need for action to counter it.
Farrell identified another 73
groups, expanding the sample to
164. To represent the donor community,
he
focused
on
ExxonMobile and the Koch Family Foundations. Previous studies
had identified these two organizations as among the most influential.
In addition, he used computerbased text analysis to hunt for common themes among nearly 41,000
documents or speeches the network
produced during the 20-year period.
The first part of the analysis,
published in the Proceedings of the
National Academy of Sciences, focused on the donors and the organizations they fund.
Not all contrarian groups in the
sample received money from
ExxonMobil or the Koch Family
Foundations, the study noted. Those
that did, however, were more likely
than the received-nots among
contrarian groups to write and publish documents aimed at polarizing
public views on climate change.
Prior to this analysis, “we didn’t
know that there was a difference
between these two groups,” Brulle

says. “We knew there were variations among groups, but we hadn’t
tied that to their funding.”
Perhaps more important, the
money was a signal of the recipients’ places nearest the center of the
contrarian network. That’s where
the money goes because “they are
better organized and better connected, which leads to more influence,” Farrell notes.
In addition, Farrell’s data hint at
the influence corporate and foundation money may have on the
themes that recipients emphasize.
By 2013, for example, funded
groups were placing a higher focus
on criticizing scientists’ analysis of
global temperature than groups that
had not received funding. That
marked a reversal from what had
been the norm during the past 20
years, and the change took place
over the past eight years, data show.
The shift loosely tracks the rise
of the so-called hiatus or pause in
global warming as an issue. The
notion of a pause didn’t come from
the scientific literature, where researchers are interested in trends
over century time scales, notes
Drexel’s Brulle.
Instead, “it was a climate
disinformation meme” he says, one
that the media amplified. It sent
scientists scrambling to explain it,
even though the decade in question
not only was the warmest on record,
it hosted several of the warmest

years on record — later to be topped
by 2014 and now expected to be
topped by 2015.
The second of Farrell’s two studies takes the initial analysis an extra step by exploring the potential
connections between the material
contrarian groups funded by elite
donors publish and similarities in
the climate concepts appearing in
the media — dubbed semantic similarity.
The media information comes
from articles published in The New
York Times, USA Today, and the
Washington Times. He also tracks
the language similarities with presidential speeches and speeches from
the floor of Congress.
Over the past 20 years, the semantic similarity between climate
contrarian groups and these highprofile public outlets has increased
across the board, he finds. Although
the steepest increase occurred in the
media, the research doesn’t distinguish between news and opinion
pieces, and does not include the
context of the broader article in
which the terms appeared. That was
followed by a less pronounced increase in presidential speeches. The
smallest increase in similarity appears in congressional speeches.
“Contrarian language began to
filter in to what news media were
writing,” Farrell explains. “Over
time, the language in the media began to reflect this language.”

AJ Maimbourg/Ed Klapproth, Co-Founders
Please join us in our national wave to bring God
back into our country! Our mission is to recruit State
leaders across the country to lead in vetting every
single federal, state, county and city candidate running
for office in 2016... We will then choose the ones we
at the Christian Crusade will endorse and publicize
nationally. We have allowed God to be removed far
too long now and it is time to pick up the “banner”
and bring Him back in a concentrated effort to restore
His word and code.
Please visit our website and review all the
categories. The volunteer section will allow you to do
just that, as well as we will post the State National
Directors in that section as we recruit them. The
website still has some construction to do, but, we are
nearly there.
If you have a desire to be a Contributor of articles,
please contact me and let me know.
www.thechristiancrusade.com
Also, please join our Facebook group
if you are on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/
1634723793433487/
YOUR PRAYERS AND DONATIONS
ARE APPRECIATED!!!
CONTACT EMAIL: aj@thechristiancrusade.com

Las Vegas Tribune is
not supporting any of
these candidates yet,
however...
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Donald Trump

Carly Fiorina

Ben Carson

We want you to research, read
and learn about these Americans
who are not career politicians
and are willing to give up their
private lives to save this nation,
and then make your choice.

December 2-8, 2015 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / Page 9

Why is this 15-year-old suing Obama?

Xiuhtezcatl Tonatiuh is among 21 young activists between the ages 8 and 19 that are
suing the federal government for endangering their future by refusing to ditch fossil fuels.
By Cathaleen Chen
Christian Science Monitor
“Talk is cheap,” says Xiuhtezcatl
Tonatiuh, in response to President
Barack Obama’s rousing speech at
the opening day of the United Nations summit on climate change
Monday.
Xiuhtezcatl, barely old enough
to drive in his home state of Colorado, is one of 21 young activists
ages 8 through 19 in a lawsuit
against the Obama administration
that says it has not done enough to
combat climate change.
Teaming up with James Hansen,
the climate scientist whose 1988
congressional testimony helped
make “global warming” a household term, the young plaintiffs are
backed by a team of legal experts
at Our Children’s Trust. The nonprofit organization has initiated climate-related lawsuits in all 50
states. On Tuesday, for instance, a
North Carolina judge struck down
on 13-year-old Hallie Turner’s petition for stricter emission standards.
This particular case, so far, is the
group’s most prominent.
In early November, three of the
biggest trade groups from the fossil fuel industry requested to join
the defendant’s bench with Mr.
Obama, deeming the lawsuit “a direct threat” to their line of work.
To the activists, this was an auspicious sign.
“It’s good news for us that
they’re doing this. They see this as
a legitimate case,” Julia Olson, the
lead attorney from Our Children’s
Trust, told Slate last week.
But whether the kids have legal
standing is another question. Analysts say it proposes a constitutional
challenge regarding intergenerational equity, posing the questions,
does the U.S. government have an
obligation to protect the interests of
future Americans by controlling
current resources, and does the
Constitution grant the government
this legal right?
Without a Supreme Court ruling,
which experts say is unlikely, the
answers remain hazy. But for
Xiuhtezcatl, the necessity for action
is as clear as day.
“The reason we are fighting for
this is because of the world we want
to grow up in, and the world we
want our children and grandchildren and great-grandchildren to
grow up in,” he tells CNN’s John
Sutter. “This is not a selfish cause.
We’re not politically invested,
we’re not financially invested.”
And the only way to achieve that
ideal, clean world, he adds, is full
abstinence from fossil fuels.
Obama’s recent pledge to cut carbon emissions and promote clean
energy, therefore, will fall short.
“Over the last seven years,
we’ve made ambitious investments
in clean energy and ambitious reductions in our carbon emissions.
We’ve multiplied wind power
threefold, and solar power more
than twentyfold, helping create
parts of America where these clean
power sources are finally cheaper
than dirtier, conventional power,”
Obama said at the summit Monday.

French soldiers patrol in front of the entrance of the climate Generations area at the World Climate Change
Conference 2015 (COP21) at Le Bourget, near Paris, France, December 1, 2015.

But Xiuhtezcatl says he’s heard
it all before — and that it won’t be
enough.
“We’ve all seen that speech,” he
says. “Talk is cheap. I wanna see
concrete action and concrete promises from our country — and commitments for action on climate
change.”
The COP21 summit has brought
more than 140 world leaders together in Paris to forge a global plan
of action tackling climate change,
not only with standards of emission
but also methods of enforcement.
It’s an ambitious goal, considering
every similar summit prior to this
one has failed.
For his part, Obama is not blind
to the impact the summit and the
agreements that result from it will
have on the lives of young people.
“Let there be no doubt,” Obama
said in his remarks at the first
COP21 session, “the next generation is watching what we do. ... I
want our actions to show that we’re
listening.”
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POLITICAL ANALYSIS

Why Ben Carson is visiting Jordan

Republican presidential candidate Ben Carson is responding to criticism of his
foreign policy with a trip to Jordan, where he toured a refugee camp Saturday.
By Lucy Schouten
Christian Science Monitor
Republican presidential candidate Ben Carson doesn’t have a lot
of foreign policy experience, and he
is responding with a post-Thanksgiving trip to the Middle East.
Mr. Carson’s foreign policy
views have at times appeared underdeveloped or insensitive. Last
week Carson compared ISIS to “rabid dogs” and that the US needed
to balance national security threats
from ISIS and compassion when it
comes to allowing Syrian refugees
into the country, according to Politico.
“For instance, you know, if there
is a rabid dog running around your
neighborhood, you’re probably not
going to assume something good
about that dog, and you’re probably
gonna put your children out of the
way,” Carson said, according to
Politico. “Doesn’t mean that you
hate all dogs by any stretch of the
imagination.”
“By the same token, we have to
have in place screening mechanisms that allow us to determine
who the mad dogs are, quite
frankly,” he said. “Who are the
people who wanna come in here
and hurt us and wanna destroy us?”
On Saturday, Carson was in Jordan to see for himself a UN camp
for Syrian war refugees.
This is not the first time Carson
surprised political pundits with a
campaign move. Igor Bobic for the
Huffington Post voiced displeasure
over his decision to “suspend” his
campaign to a take a book tour for
several weeks in October. Although
releasing a book before or during a
political campaign is not uncommon, few have detoured from the
standard campaign states to promote the book. But in Carson’s
case, it worked. His poll numbers
went up throughout the tour,
Reuters reported.
Carson is polling second among
Republicans but experienced a dip
in opinion in mid-November, according to Reuters.
While an overseas trip at this
point is a little unorthodox, Carson
is not the first presidential candidate to test-drive foreign policy

Rabiah Ahmed from the Muslim Public Affairs Council invites Republican presidential candidate Ben Carson
to meet with members of the American Muslim community. Carson, who has been criticized on his foreign
policy including statements about Muslims, visited Jordan Nov. 26.
skills with a trip abroad. New Jer- policy gurus in the race.
Jordan, as one of America’s close
sey Gov. Chris Christie and WisCarson’s choice of destination is allies in the Middle East and a key
consin Gov. Scott Walker each flew a bit unusual, as most candidates host for Syrian refugees, seems
to London earlier this year, among travel to Europe or Israel. However, logical if his goal was to gather
other foreign trips, and Louisiana
Gov. Bobby Jindal has visited Israel. Both Republican and Democratic candidates in previous elections have done the same, Philip
Rucker and Anne Gearan reported
for the Washington Post.
The trips abroad can serve as a
signal to voters that candidates are
equipped to become diplomat-inchief, particularly for state governors with little previous foreign
experience, or non-politician candidates such as Carson. That said,
none of these globe-trotting candidates have emerged as foreign

DO YOU NEED AN EDITOR?

Have you been embarrassed lately when someone pointed
out to you that you misspelled a word in your report or maybe
had a whole sentence all messed up? Have you personally
felt that you could’ve done a much better job on that manuscript
but just didn’t have the time?
Why put off doing what you know you should have done before:
call in an editor! As a word-, sentence-, and document-doctor,
she will fix what needs fixing by adding a little of this or that,
and taking out what shouldn’t have been there in the first place.
Give yourself the luxury of looking your best in print!
Editor-at-your-service@gmail.com. 702-706-6875.

first-hand stories and form “an
opinion of how to actually solve the
problem,” as he told The New York
Times.
On Saturday Carson toured the
Azraq camp in northern Jordan under heavy Jordanian security, with
journalists barred, reported the Associated Press. Carson’s campaign
also limited access, not providing
his itinerary.
During the two-day trip, Carson
may also visit a center for women
and girls. He took Beanie Babies
and soccer balls to distribute to children, Trip Gabriel reported for The
New York Times.
Carson’s campaign has released
only a short statement after UN
camp visit, saying that with international help, neighboring Arab
nations - not the US - should continue to host the Syrian refugees,
Omar Akour reported for the AP.
“Syrians have a reputation as
very hard working, determined
people, which should only enhance
the overall economic health of the
neighboring Arab countries that
accept and integrate them into the
general population,” he said in the
statement, according to the AP.
“There is much beauty in Syria and
I suspect that many displaced Syrians will return there when peace is
restored.”
Millions of Syrian refugees have
fled to Jordan and Lebanon since
2011, where they live in both
United Nations camps and cities,
but the countries’ own infrastructures are struggling as the conflict
drags on.
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More boots on the ground: Obama
authorizes special ops to fight ISIS
In a ‘unilateral’ action, the Obama Administration is sending Special
Operations troops into Iraq to combat Islamic State militants.

By Maddy Crowell
Christian Science Monitor
President Obama’s policy on
sending troops into Syria has always been a defiant “no.”
Until last month, that is, when
Obama ordered several dozen Special Operations troops into Syria to
help train Kurdish fighters against
the Islamic State.
In the wake of the Paris attacks,
Hillary Clinton delivered a speech
in New York last week where she
spoke for an hour but her message
was short: “The time for delay is
over. We should get this done.”
Clinton urged Congress to take
stronger military action against the
Islamic State.

Obama famously called the Paris
attacks an “act against humanity”
and offered France air support and
military intelligence. But speaking
at the G20 Summit, Obama refused
to send more troops into Syria, saying that boots on the ground “would
be a mistake.”
Until now.
In a statement on Tuesday, Defense Secretary Ash Carter announced that the United States
would be deploying a second round
of Special Operations troops to Iraq
to conduct raids, free hostages, and
capture Islamic State leaders. The
size of the force remains unannounced, but according to Carter it
will be larger than the group in

Zack Wheeler, brother of Joshua Wheeler, gets condolences from
Sequoyah Co. deputy Thomas Stafford outside the Trinity United
Methodist Church in Muldrow, Okla., where a service was held for
Joshua by family and friends, Tuesday, Nov. 24, 2015. Joshua Wheeler
was killed in Iraq during a raid against ISIS targets. He was buried at
Arlington National Cemetary in Washington D.C.
Syria. The U.S. team will be workThe Iraqi operation will be coning with the Iraqi government and ducted unilaterally with the Syria
security forces, as well as Kurdish operation and seems to be part of a
peshmerga forces says the Pentagon larger, more aggressive strategy
chief.
from the United States to take down

the Islamic State.
In the weeks following the Paris
attacks that killed 130 people in
France on November 13th, many
Western leaders have been under
extreme pressure to accelerate what
has become a U.S.-led coalition effort in Syria. Obama has come under heavy criticism, especially from
Congressional Republicans, who
say he is moving too slowly.
Republican Senators John
McCain and Lindsey Graham
called last week to triple the effort,
that is, to send 20,000 troops into
Syria immediately.
“The question ... is being asked
all over the capitals of the West right
now,” Mr. McCain told Reuters.
“(Arab) countries for a long time
have not seen what’s happening as
a direct threat to them. Now I believe that they do.”
Sending a new team into Iraq is
a major step towards the acceleration process. The move, according
to top U.S. military officer Marine
Corps General Joseph Dunford,
“will make our operations much
more effective.”

This image provided by the SITE Intelligence Group shows Colleen
LaRose, an American woman from Pennsylvania, indicted in 2010
accused of using the Internet to recruit jihadist fighters and help
terrorists overseas.

How to stop an ISIS
radical? Know where
they’re coming from

A new report analyzing data on Americans
known to be involved with Islamic State
offers recommendations. The compilation
also identifies what might — and might not
— be a danger to the United States.
By Lucy Schouten
Christian Science Monitor
Al Qaeda has fallen to second
place for popularity in the United
States, as the Islamic State militant
group has skillfully employed social media to appeal to a diverse
group of sympathizers across all 50
states, according to a new report
published Tuesday by George
Washington University’s Program
on Extremism.
The reach of Islamic State (IS)
into the United States is as misunderstood as it is feared. But in the
report, authors Lorenzo Vidino and
Seamus Hughes compile what is
known about all 71 suspects who
have already been identified with
hope of informing efforts to combat the terrorist group’s reach in
America.
One major challenge to this effort is how diverse in background
the confirmed radicals are. Mostly
male, they range in age from 15 to
47 and are usually US citizens.
Converts to Islam are overrepresented among those radicalized.
“Defying any cookie-cutter profile of the American ISIS supporter,
these 71 individuals constitute an
incredibly heterogeneous group,”
according to the report. “In fact,
they come from an array of ethnic
groups and a range of socio-economic and educational statuses.”
Only 27 percent of these Americans were involved in plots for domestic terror attacks, and over half
tried or succeeded in traveling
abroad, according to a statement.
This year has seen 56 people arrested for terrorism, the most arrested in a single year since 2001.

In an effort to understand the
American radicals and better identify them going forward, the authors
also analyzed the broader strategies
employed for IS mobilization in
America.
“In a democracy like ours, the
expression of radical views is protected by the Constitution,” wrote
former California Rep. Jane
Harman in the report. “Violent action — inspired by those beliefs —
is not. Our challenge is to identify
the triggers for violence and intervene at just the right moment to
prevent it.”
The authors suggested law enforcement begin using the stories of
disillusioned former radicals
against
IS
and
prevent
radicalization by partnering with
those whose strategies could include more than arrests. It could
mean moving from a strictly law
enforcement-based model to something more academic or social,
something that mirrors Islamic
State strategy but with the opposite
goal.
“The way things are heading,
people are simply not open to the
idea of creating some type of free
space where people like myself
would be allowed to engage with
those who are flirting or sympathizing with radical Islam,” Yasir
Qadhi, a leading Islamic scholar in
the US and professor at Rhodes
College, told The Christian Science
Monitor. Mr. Qadhi wants the U.S.
government to let him engage in
counter-terrorism with at-risk
Americans, using Islam to stop radicals before they engage in terrorism.
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RadioTribune Lineup
“The Heard”

This much-needed new show will be broadcast Monday through
Friday on Radiotribune.com, 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. with host Clark Feeley
with special call-in numbers: (702) 983-0711 and (800) 833-2345.
We all know about the “problems” we face today; we want you
to call in your solutions to those problems. If you see it as a problem, we want your solution! Our system will catalog both the problems and the solutions and keep a tally, matching up similar solutions with each other. These tallies will then be sent to officials
with the suggestion that they pay attention to the voice of the voters, both those who voted them in or those who can send them packing with their vote for another.
If your vote counts, then your voice needs to be heard!
*****

“Open Mic”

Every Tuesday and Thursday at 11:00 a.m., Gordon Martines
hosts “Open Mic,” a popular RadioTribune.com show. The AntiCorruption Coalition of Nevada is the basis for and theme of “Open
Mic.”
Gordon Martines was a career police officer with 39 years of onthe-job Law Enforcement experience. Past cases involving Kevin
Daley, Trayvon Cole and a variety of other covered-up criminal
cases, and a billion dollars worth of missing taxpayer money, are
discussed in depth and at length on the show.
Martines spent four years as police officer with the Hermosa
Beach Police Department before moving here and resuming his
police career in Las Vegas as a Detective in the Robbery/Homicide
Bureau, retiring from the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department after 36 years of police service.
The amount of corruption and cover-ups by executive Police Administrative officers witnessed by Martines inside the department
led to his decision to contest the good ol’ boy’s club and run for
Clark County Sheriff three times against what he knew were almost insurmountable odds.
“Open Mic” carries the voice the LVMPD does not want you to
hear, yet it is always there, every Tuesday and Thursday at 11:00
a.m. on www.radiotribune.com. Tune in!
*****

“Face The Tribune”

Face the Tribune is heard every Monday through Friday at 12
noon, hosted by Rolando Larraz.
For the last five years “Face The Tribune” has been the premier
show for interviews with politicians, civil service workers, government officials and activists, and a voice for those everyday citizens
who needed to air their legal grievances. The Las Vegas Tribune
newspaper has been a part of the Las Vegas community for over 18
years and is the only independent newspaper in Clark County.
“Face The Tribune” was established as a voice for the people of
Las Vegas and is the only news platform where judges, city councilmen, local businessmen and women, as well as Mr. or Ms. Local
Citizen, can voice their opinions and share the issues that pertain to
Las Vegas.
The show’s host, Rolando Larraz, has been a journalist in Clark
County for over 50 years. He has been a fixture in the community
and a highly respected publisher who has covered local news and
events in Las Vegas since the mid-’60s.
For stories and information not available anywhere else in Las
Vegas, tune into “Face The Tribune” Monday through Friday at
12:00 noon.
*****

“Dirty Talk 101”

“Dirty Talk 101 with Essie” is on RadioTribune every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday from 12:01 a.m. to 1:01 a.m. Essie Nadira
will be bringing you that raw, uncut look into the world of the adult
industry with discussions, questions and myths that most keep behind closed doors. She has worked alongside many in the adult
industries doing promotions or hosting private parties to listening
to men and women’s craziest sexual fantasies. The show will have
a variety of special guests from time to time stopping by, so if you
want to learn some new kinky things and hear some hot, juicy discussions tune into “Dirty Talk 101 with Essie” Mon., Wed., Fri. at
12:01 to 1:01 a.m. Essie is originally from Sacramento, Calif. But
has been residing in Las Vegas since 2007.
*****
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A government big enough to give you everything you want, is strong enough to take everything you have. — Thomas Jefferson

Our Point of View

Lying to create
the reality they
want us to believe

Does the mainstream media know something that the
rest of us do not know or do they lie just for the heck of
lying?
Every time the mainstream media talks about politics
they keep saying that the young voters are supporters of
Barack Obama; they know they are lying through their
teeth, but they are used to that and it is normal for them to
confuse the voters and the community as a whole.
First of all, supposedly Barack Obama is not running
for a third term — and obviously not all the younger voters are for Obama or for a Democrat candidate. Why don’t
they take a look at their own news organization’s photograph and see how many younger people are attending each
and every one of the Republican candidates’ rallies, town
halls and gatherings?
We believe and understand that the mainstream media
historically has maintained a socialist mentality and an urge
for telling the U.S. voters how to vote and who to vote for
with their brainwashing style.
Lucky for the American people the voters are getting
wiser, and every day that goes by they trust that the voters
will read less — and social media is doing a damn good
job of facilitating real information and real numbers —
and let’s be realistic: the numbers of those who read the
daily newspapers or listen to the local newscasters on television or radio are diminishing by the day.
Social media is how those of the new generation, the
younger voters, the men and women of tomorrow, connect and get their news and information; a difference of
opinion from those of their same generation and a few older
ones with no other interest but to see a bright future for
tomorrow’s generation because their children and grandchildren are included in that future.
Yes, there are some that still idealistically look at Che
Guevara as the leader that he never was; that is because at
a young age we all at one time or another look at criminals
as heroes because the mainstream media portrays them as
they see fit.
The New York Times’ own reporters, always manipulating its readership, made a hero out of a criminal, coward bully like Fidel Castro — and see what they left the
world with: a controlling liar and assassin that has destroyed
many lives, divided many families and is poised to pounce
upon many countries.
Lucky for our future generation, today there are a million different ways to get the news, to get different points
of view and weed out the truth from the fiction, from the
Machiavellian mentality of those socialist who don’t want
to realize that their time is over.
Let’s be realistic: if they have not met their goals by
now, if they have not become famous by now, if they are
only known in their own newsrooms and maybe on the
block where they live, what makes them think that at their
age they are going to earn the success they are looking
for?
The generation of tomorrow is not the generation of food
stamps, welfare and charity; the tomorrow generation likes
to drive fancy cars, likes to dress according to GQ magazine and go to nightclubs that cost a week’s salary to get
in; the tomorrow generation realizes that socialism is not
their cup of tea because they like to impress their friends
by ordering Crystal and driving a Ferrari or a Porsche and
like to be the success story in their office, in their field.
How many young people do you imagine Bernie Sanders has on his side? Not many, we promise you.
We are not even talking about the female Democrat candidate that is synonymous with corruption, lies and deceiving her followers and having one foot on the stage and
one foot in a federal prison.
Compare the Democrat candidates with any of their Republican counterparts and see the picture with magnified
glasses; lets be real — the new generation knows the difference between a democratic system, (please do not confuse democratic with Democrat) and a socialist/communist totalitarian system; they know that while in a democratic system the exploitation of the man by the man exists, but in the socialist/communism regime what exists is
the exploitation of the man by the government.
Just recently the man in the White House talking about
the mass shooting in Colorado stated that in other countries mass shootings do not exist. Is he for real; is he lying
to the country or to himself?
We hope that for once the mainstream media does the
right thing and realizes that most of them are too old to see
the results of their evil manipulation and stops misleading
the voters in next year’s election.

Supreme Court should tell Obama
that Congress writes the laws

By Thomas Mitchell
the law.
The Obama administration —
The petition uses language that is
thrice blocked by lower courts from
more suited to arguing before Conenforcing its unilateral amnesty for
gress for a change in existing law
illegal immigrants by executive orthan a legal argument in court that
der — has petitioned the Supreme
Obama has the power to arbitrarily
Court to take up the case and to act
change the law. “For decades, DHS
expeditiously.
has engaged in ‘a regular practice
Nevada is one of the 26 states that
known as “deferred action,”’ in
sued to block Obama’s amnesty.
which the Secretary ‘exercis[es]
“The Secretary (of the Depart[his] discretion’ to forbear, ‘for hument of Homeland Security) faces remanitarian reasons or simply for
source constraints that require the
[his] own convenience,’ from reexercise of enforcement discretion.
moving particular aliens from the
THOMAS MITCHELL
More than 11 million removable
United States for a designated pealiens are estimated to live in the United States. But riod of time. Deferred action thus memorializes a deCongress has appropriated the funds to remove only cision ‘[t]o ameliorate a harsh and unjust outcome’
a fraction of that population in any given year,” U.S. through forbearance,” Verrilli argues.
Solicitor General Donald B. Verrilli Jr.’s petition states.
Harsh and unjust? Entering the country illegally
“The number of removals has varied depending on violates the law as written by Congress and that decicircumstances, but DHS has not been able to remove sion was knowingly made by the illegal immigrants.
more than four percent of the estimated removable Robbing banks can get you jailed, which is pretty harsh,
population in any year.”
too.
So what’s the problem? Remove the 4 percent, use
The petition goes on to argue for an immediate rediscretion as to which are priorities for removal and view of the lower court injunctions, saying that leavask for more funding. This is no reason to ignore
(See Mitchell, Page 17)

Shouldn’t ALL LIVES MATTER
be enough of a “movement”?
By Perly Viasmensky
I cannot believe that the case of 8-year-old
Nikhelais Costa, who died at Summerlin Hospital in
May of 2010, has become a political or racial issue.
I cannot believe a reputable attorney such as Robert Eglet has made this case into a political one based
on the Black Lives Matter issue. I cannot believe attorney Eglet should have put District Court Judge Jerry
Wiese up against the wall to rule on this case — or
even worse, put members of the jury in the position of
having to decide judgment based on Black Lives Matter.
Attorney Robert Eglet’s Motion, “Plaintiff’s Motion to Affirm Black Lives Matter,” is totally incomprehensible, and that motion should not in any way
be politically connected. “All Lives Matter,” and most
of all, “All Children’s Lives Matter,” would be more
appropriate to his Motion.
We all know that surgery is a knife with two edges,
and that the anesthesia is the worst part of the surgery.
Nobody can know what the individual reaction will
be.
It is a valid lawsuit when Summerlin Hospital has
so many other cases of negligence, but to present this
case to the court as a race-issue case just because the

child was black —it is totally unacceptable.
As Las Vegas Review-Journal reporter, Carri Geer,
stated in her report of November 25, 2015, “The Black
Lives Matter movement began after a neighborhood
watch organizer fatally shot Florida teenager Trayvon
Martin in 2012.”
If they are going to organize movements for all
people killed, then we should have a movement called
“Police Lives Matters,” to address the issue when two
Metro police officers, Alyn Beck and Igor Soldo, for
just one example, were killed at CiCi’s pizza restaurant in Las Vegas last year, as well as a Bystanders’
Lives Matter and Good Samaritans’ Lives Matter
movement for those who get killed just because of their
presence, or because they are trying or attempting to
help in the situation, such as the victim, Joseph Wilcox,
killed at a Walmart in the above-mentioned recent tragedy.
Do we need more movements? Then we cannot forget the 1996 case of Gerry Waje, a Filipino-American
who was shot to death by Metro Police; And Eric Scott,
a white man who had graduated from the prestigious
Academy of West Point, shot to death by Metro Police
outside the Costco Store (for the Lives Taken by
(See Viasmensky, Page 17)

ON A PERSONAL NOTE

The argument against
Christmas doesn’t hold water

By Maramis
cards, or whatever other form of acMany times we will hear people
knowledging the birthday-person’s
criticize Christmas for being “a relinatal day is usual, desirable, or acgious holiday.” They claim they are
ceptable in the circles of the society
either not Christian, or just don’t like
in which birthday celebrations are
a Christian holiday “forced” upon
carried out or allowed.
them. Or they might be in that other
Would it surprise you to learn that
group who claims Christmas has bethere are places in which such Christcome too commercialized, and now
mas celebrations are not allowed —
it isn’t religious enough for them to
or are frowned upon to the extent that
celebrate. I can understand both
those who even put up a Christmas
sides. But I might be able to throw a
tree are open to not only criticism,
little water on the situation, so to
but action to stop their freedom of
MARAMIS CHOUFANI
speak, and see what happens.
expression? Consider this, found
Jesus Christ obviously did not initiate Christmas. online, and although written in 2012, if it has not since
And anyone who has read the Bible knows that there’s been rectified to allow for such freedom of expression,
no mention of December 25 being special, and no it is a sad commentary indeed:
mention of the word “Christmas.” True, no matter how
Disappearing Christmas trees
Christmas came to be (and that’s an interesting story
Netanyahu’s professions of tolerance would have
in itself), Christmas was ostensibly “installed” at some come as news to Palestinian Christian students at Safad
point in time to celebrate the birth of the baby Jesus, Academic College in the Galilee. There, students who
just as any birthday celebration is intended to honor could not get home for the holidays bought a Christthe person so revered in the lives of those doing the mas tree and set it up outside their dorm.
celebrating, whether by throwing a party for the birthBut in the evening when they got back from class,
(See Maramis, Page 17)
day person, through the giving of gifts, the sending of
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Assembly GOP Intra-Caucus Blood Feud Boils Over
By Chuck Muth
The divide in the Republican
Assembly Caucus — exacerbated
last December when Assemblyman
John Hambrick sold out his conservative colleagues for 2015 session’s
speakership, a handful of magic
beans and 30 pieces of silver — has
only gotten worse since the end of
the session.
The feud between the more outspoken and principled conservative
members and their go-along-to-getalong, to-heck-with-principles
brethren flared up again last week
when Assembly Majority Leader
Paul Anderson drafted and published a letter supporting Gov. Brian
Sandoval on the Syrian refugee resettlement issue — but refused to
invite a half-dozen conservative
caucus members to sign it.
Here’s a recap of the dust-up
from Sandra Chereb, published in
the November 23 Las Vegas Review-Journal...
“A statement from the Nevada
Assembly GOP caucus supporting
other Republican leaders for demanding a review of federal safeguards before accepting more Syrian refugees was less than unanimous.
“That’s because some members
weren’t invited to add their signatures, another sign of the deep divide between moderates and conservatives within the party.
“Sixteen Republican Assembly
members signed the statement
praising Gov. Brian Sandoval, U.S.
Sen. Dean Heller and Reps. Joe
Heck and Cresent Hardy for ‘demanding a review of the processes
that all departments of the federal
government have in place in regards
to resettlement programs.’
“Assemblyman John Moore, RLas Vegas, was one of several GOP
caucus members whose names were
missing. Moore on Monday wrote
the governor urging him to reject
Syrian refugees because of terrorism concerns.
“‘Why should I sign on since I
was the first to make the call?’

CHUCK MUTH
Moore tweeted Wednesday in response to a question about why his
name was not on the GOP caucus
statement. ‘They are just following
my leadership at this point, as
usual,’ he said.
“Nine Republican caucus Assembly members were not on the
list. That’s because they either
weren’t invited to sign it or declined, a caucus spokesman said.
“Members who are openly supporting the campaigns of candidates
challenging sitting members
weren’t included.
“Some conservative members of
the GOP are targeting more moderate members who supported
Sandoval’s $1.4 billion tax package
approved by lawmakers this year to
help fund the governor’s budget and
education agenda.
How childish for Anderson &
Company to play silly little political schoolyard games over something as serious as national security.
*****
Beer, Bathtubs and Biker
Chicks: These are a Few of
My Favorite Things
I think the most interesting and
enjoyable campaign training seminar I ever conducted was well over
a dozen years ago in Denver, Colorado.
It was in conjunction with a convention for motorcycle riders and
enthusiasts and, boy, do they ever
like their freedom!
I conducted a workshop on political action and lobbying, as the

By Larry Klayman
Twenty-two years ago, I conceived of and founded Judicial
Watch, as I had labored in the legal
system for 17 years and seen its
gradual but steady ethical decline:
my alma mater, the U.S. Department of Justice prosecuting those
on the wrong side of the political
fence and protecting those on the
right side; judges failing to enforce
the rule of law, or favoring those
who could get them a higher appointment or an under the table favor or gratuity; and, lawyers whose
ethics more closely resembled used
car salesmen or insurance adjusters,
rather than officers of the court in a
formerly noble profession.
But the situation in 1994 —
when I filed Judicial Watch’s articles of incorporation and began
my quest to take on judges, lawyers
and President Bill and first lady
Hillary Clinton and their 40-plus
scandals over the next eight years
and beyond (now with my new
group, Freedom Watch) –pales in
comparison to the rank dishonesty
and corruption that permeates the
legal system and its judiciary today.
Sure, if as a lawyer one has the
opportunity to represent private interests of equal political, economic
or social weight, there is a chance
that a court or jury will rule correctly and in a just and righteous
way. But if a legal revolutionary,
such as myself, files suit against a
politically, economically or socially
connected person or entity, such as
the president or other high official
or corporate or labor union executive, the president who nominated
the judge will usually dictate the
ultimate result. Regrettably, I can
predict with near exact certainty,
after decades of toiling in the increasing ethical swamp of our judicial system, what the result will
be depending on the judge’s connections, extra-judicial biases, inclinations and likely professional
aspirations. Let me give you four
examples, just for starters.

First, there are the cases I (and
others) brought challenging the eligibility of Barack Hussein Obama
to run for and be elected president
of the United States. Despite the
strong election laws in Florida, my
home state, where any taxpayer or
voter can challenge a candidate on
the basis of fraud or misconduct, the
courts there, in three successive
cases going all the way to the
Florida Supreme Court, dismissed
all challenges without nary writing
a coherent word explaining why. A
similar result occurred in Alabama,
although the chief judge there, Roy
Moore, had the integrity to write a
dissenting opinion agreeing with
me. The hard fact: No judge in this
country, other than Moore, would
make such a ruling against an African-American president like
Obama, who has spent his career, a
la Al Sharpton playing and using the
race card to destroy anyone of a different color who gets in his way.
While judges are supposed to adjudicate cases and controversies regardless of political, economic and
social pressures, it is revolting at
best that they have bent over to this
despot and his black and white leftist racist allies and apologists in the
media. The result: The country has
been sold out to foreign and Muslim interests, including the terrorists Obama refuses to even call Islamic, lest he offend his own bloodline.
Now in the lead-up to the 2016
presidential elections, ironically,
two white Republican candidates
also do not technically qualify as
natural-born citizens eligible to be
president. It will be interesting to
watch what mostly politically compromised and conflicted judges
now “find in their legal hearts” to
write should legitimate challenges
be filed with regard to the candidacies of Sens. Marco Rubio and Ted
Cruz, who were not born in this
country to two citizen parents at the
time — the uncontroverted Supreme Court precedent that applies

group was fighting against mandatory helmet laws that had been
passed by a bunch of nanny-state
legislatures.
And after the day was done, I
was invited to join the folks who
organized the conference in the hospitality suite.
The “bar” in the hospitality suite
was the bathtub... which was filled
to the brim with cans of beer under
a mini-mountain of ice! Just like my
dad used to do whenever he hosted
a party for his compadres in the
Baltimore City fire and police departments back when we were
growing up.

I never felt so at “home.”
I also learned a very, VERY interesting trick for selling raffle tickets (think, “Sex & The
Switchblade”).... which I’ll be
happy to share with any of you in
person the next time we run into
each other!
Anyway, I thought about that
experience today after receiving a
donation to our Ax the Tax efforts
from Dale Andrus, John Bland and
Deb Bonetti of ABATE (A Brotherhood Aimed Toward Education)
of Northern Nevada, a group out of
Elko “dedicated to “Preserving the
rights, improving the image, and

promoting the safe operating practices of all Northern Nevada motorcyclists.”
On this day before Thanksgiving, I’m thankful for a lot of
things... including ABATE of
Northern Nevada.
And for each of you who subscribe to Nevada News & Views.
Have a safe and happy holiday this
weekend.
*****
Chuck Muth is president of Citizen Outreach, a non-profit public
policy grassroots advocacy organization. He may be reached by email
at cmuth@lasvegastribune.com.

By Mace Yampolsky
On October 9, 2015, California
Governor, Jerry Brown, signed a
comprehensive law protecting digital privacy. The California “Electronic Communications Privacy
Act” (CECPA) requires any state
law enforcement agency or any
other investigative entity, to obtain
a warrant before asking for digital
information from a business. The
digital information includes: digital communications, e-mail, text
messages, documents stored in the
cloud and any metadata associated
with such information. The law also
requires a warrant before law enforcement can track the location of
electronic devices or even search
such mobile devices. This was
originally reported in Evidence solutions, Inc newsletter.
Cyber Security Expert:
California Agencies
Must Obtain A Warrant
to Obtain Data
Nicole Ozer, technology and
civil liberties policy director at the
American Civil Liberties Union
(ACLU) of California, said “This
is a landmark win for digital privacy and all Californians. We hope
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this is a model for the rest of the
nation in protecting our digital privacy rights.”
For several years now, the
ACLU and other civil libertarians
have lobbied federal lawmakers to
update the Electronic Communications Privacy Act (ECPA). These
groups would like federal lawmakers to offer protections, similar to
California’s new law, nationwide.
The ECPA was originally drafted in
1986. Currently, an amendment to
the ECPA is floating around Capitol Hill. The amendment has
roughly 300 co-sponsors.
The proposed changes, however,

are less comprehensive than
California’s new law. The federal
ECPA merely focuses on digital
content and requires a warrant for
information which is fresher than
180 days old. The amendment
would require a warrant of all digital content regardless of its age.
Are Google, Microsoft,
Apple Dropbox And
Amazon Wrong?
In addition to the ACLU supporting the California law, the Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) as
well as tech companies like Apple,
Google, Facebook, Dropbox,
LinkedIn, and Twitter, which have
headquarters in California also supported the new legislation. The law
was penned by California State
senators Mark Leno (D-San Francisco) and Joel Anderson (R-Alpine). They wrote the legislation
earlier this year to give digital data
the same kind of protection nondigital communications have. The
new law applies only to California
law enforcement entities.
Due to jurisdictional reasons,
law enforcement agencies in other
states are only compelled by the
(See Mace, Page 16)
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(Minor v. Happersett, 88 U.S. 162,
1875). The Founding Fathers
clearly inserted this requirement
into the Constitution to avoid a
president being too close to foreign
influences — a tragedy if not a disaster we have seen played out and
foisted upon us by one President
Barack Hussein Obama, our first
and hopefully only “Muslim president,” born to a Muslim father, educated in Islamic schools in Indonesia, and likely birthed in Kenya and
not Hawaii. (While I personally really like and admire Ted Cruz as a
true patriot and would be happy to
see him as president, he sadly does
not qualify.)
Second, there is the recent experience with my clients’ and my
cases against the National Security
Agency. While one of the few courageous judges in the nation along
with federal judge Royce C.
Lamberth of the same D.C. federal
court, the Honorable Richard J.
Leon, enjoined this runaway and
corrupted spy agency, now run by
Obama and the Democrat and Republican establishments in Congress, from conducting mass surveillance on the entire citizenry
without probable cause (which
Leon found was an almostOrwellian violation of the Fourth
Amendment), politicized judges on
the D.C. federal appeals court
quickly stayed the injunction under

obvious pressure from this establishment. These cases will continue
to a jury trial, but the lesson for now
is clear. Judges, such as the primarily Obama and Clinton appointees
on the D.C. appeals court, will bend
over to the establishment. This establishment, generally speaking,
got them their appointments and
can butter their bread in the future.
We the People come a distant second to these judges’ own interests.
Third, there is the myriad of federal judges, mostly Clinton and
Obama appointees, now overseeing
the various cases challenging
Democrat presidential candidate
Hillary Clinton’s personal email
obstruction of justice in Freedom of
Information Act lawsuits. Despite
a few cosmetic and inconsequential
rulings by Judge Emmet Sullivan,
a Clinton appointee, these cases are
being delayed by these judges to get
Mrs. Clinton past the 2016 primary
and general elections. Her so-called
personal email would undoubtedly
show, if produced, that the “wicked
witch of the left” sold influence —
that is, took bribes — for her, her
husband’s and daughter’s sham
money-laundering foundation
while she was secretary of state. But
the Clinton cases will never see the
light of day thanks to these politicized judges. And, in the one case
that challenged Hillary’s bribery
scam directly, the one I filed in Palm
Beach, Florida, federal court, the
Clinton-appointed judge couldn’t
wait to dismiss it before even hearing any evidence. The case is now
on appeal to the federal appeals
court in Atlanta.
Fourth, there is my case against
OPEC, the Arab oil producers who
fix prices and divide markets to
manipulate the price of gasoline in
clear violation of our antitrust laws.
The case, before a Republican appointee of former President George
W. Bush, has languished in the
court for now almost four years
without the judge even permitting
us to effect service of process of the

complaint against this Saudi-dominated oil cartel. The likely reason:
Both the Democrat and Republican
establishments are in bed with
OPEC and its major oil producer,
Saudi Arabia, which finds clever
ways to line the pockets of our politicians with favors and other perks.
Just ask President George W. Bush
who made it a point of immediately
jetting members of the Saudi Royal
family out of the United States to
avoid them being questioned in the
days after the Sept. 11 attacks. Seventeen of the 19 hijackers were Saudis. And, is it no coincidence that
W’s dad, President George H.W.
Bush, was then a member of the
Carlyle Group, which had invested
and held more than a billion dollars for the bin Laden family?
In sum, these are just a few examples of how our judges have
largely been bought and sold by the
political, economic and social establishments. At some point, the
roof is going to blow off of our legal system and We the People, just
as we did in 1776, will find no recourse other than to take matters
into our own hands. This Thanksgiving Day weekend, we can at
least be thankful that the citizenry
will not stay silent for long. The die
is cast. It’s only a matter of time.
Larry Klayman, founder of Judicial Watch and Freedom Watch,
is known for his strong public interest advocacy in furtherance of
ethics in government and individual
freedoms and liberties. During his
tenure at Judicial Watch, he obtained a court ruling that Bill
Clinton committed a crime, the first
lawyer ever to have done so against
an American president. In 2004,
Larry ran for the U.S. Senate as a
Republican in Florida’s primary.
After the race ended, he founded
Freedom Watch. Larry is a frequent
commentator on television and radio, as well as a weekly columnist,
on Friday, for WND.com. He has
been credited as being the inspiration for the Tea Party movement.

State of California Passes
Sweeping Data Privacy Law

Legal system has failed the American people
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Another black eye for our police
By Norman Jahn
The shooting of Laquan
McDonald in Chicago is resulting
in another black eye for OUR police. Any objective assessment of
that incident will be difficult to justify. I believe it was preventable but
the shots fired when McDonald was
on the ground are indefensible.
Nonetheless, Officer Jason Van
Dyke will have his defenders — the
same types of people that want to
tell us what we should see with our
own eyes. The problem is that many
of us do have training and understand the circumstances. This
means current and former police
officers, and many others, such as
reporters and regular citizens have
literally become ‘educated’ in police use of force. This can occur
with enough exposure to the news
coverage of events and the knowledge can also be acquired by having normal citizens CARE enough
to learn more on their own about
this huge (and unsolved) problem
in policing.
We often find it inexplicable
when deranged individuals commit
crimes and we ask ourselves, what
possessed the person to act like he/
she did? Sometimes this applies
when the ‘individuals’ also happen
to be police officers. How did Officer Jason Van Dyke ‘lose it’ and
what was he thinking as he kept
shooting? Bottom line—he deserves to be held accountable under the laws of Illinois and the policies and procedures of the Chicago
Police Department (CPD). Anyone
who believes the PD ‘owes’ any
officer anything more than a fair
and objective review is only perpetuating the problem. The public
perception of cover-ups, gag-orders, and doing everything possible
to protect offices who screw-up
keeps damaging TRUST and nobody knows how destructive this
could become.
Another family (McDonald’s) is
wealthy beyond belief because of a
$5 million settlement using taxpayer money and because Laquan’s
life happened to be taken by a police officer/government official. His
death was tragic, but his own actions brought on the confrontation
with the police. Unfortunately,
some deaths pay out handsomely!
If only the CPD had invested a similar amount of money in low lethality options. I’ve read that a Taser/
Electronic Control Device was not
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available even after time lapsed as
the event unfolded. Where was the
police baton or low-lethality shotgun? How about a protective shield
or even pepper-spray? There
seemed to be plenty of officers
present which can drastically
change the dynamics of and
individual’s ‘fear’ for life. If the
government officials are not willing to provide the tools or support
the training or force a focus on accountability then we see the results.
The Mayor should resign just like
he called for the resignation of his
Police Superintendent!
If McDonald had been killed in
street or gang violence he would
have already been forgotten or ‘irrelevant’ like those involved in
thousands of shootings in Chicago.
His death would have resulted in
funeral and burial expenses and,
likely, a financial burden for his
family. There would be no settlement even before a lawsuit was
filed and minimal community support. This ‘flow-chart of tragedy’
has become routine in Chicago and
elsewhere.
I do NOT believe the shooting
was a ‘good’ shoot. But there are
other considerations here. WE ARE
A NATION OF LAWS — not personal opinions and perceptions and
mob intimidation! Thirty years ago
a case known as Tennessee v. Garner officers responded to a
‘prowler’ complaint. One officer
went to the rear of the house, heard
a door slam, and saw someone run
across the backyard. The suspect
stopped at a 6-foot-high fence. The
officer could see the suspect’s face
and hands and was reasonably sure
that the suspect was not armed. The
officer walked toward the suspect
and yelled, “Police — Halt.” The
suspect then began to climb the

fence. The officer then shot and
killed the suspect. There was a
purse and ten dollars from the house
on the suspect’s body. This was
only a property crime and the court
took note.
The United States Supreme
Court stated that were very few
felonies, all of which were punishable by death, when the fleeing
felon rule was established. There
are now many more felonies, and
many of today’s felonies are not
considered to be dangerous. The
Court found that the fleeing felon
statute was unconstitutional as it
applied to the facts in the case. Police departments in America were
expected to know this decision!
As a result, the court has identified Garner Requirements on
DEADLY FORCE and FLEEING
FELONS. This would include
when a suspect threatens the officer
with a weapon, or the officer has
probable cause to believe that the
suspect has committed a crime involving the infliction of or threatened infliction of serious physical
harm. Further guidance includes the
requirement that the use of deadly
force must be reasonably necessary
to prevent the suspect’s escape and
alternative steps are not likely to
lead to the safe control of the suspect. The key is ‘danger’ and
whether lives are threatened. Nothing else justifies deadly force!
Put another way, the ultimate
question is: Would objectively reasonable officers have determined
that the suspect was armed, that the
suspect posed a threat of serious
bodily harm to officers or others,
that the suspect committed, or was
in the process of committing, a
crime involving the infliction of serious physical harm, was deadly
force necessary to prevent the
suspect’s escape...).
If officer Van Dyke were simply a ‘citizen’ who was being approached by Laquan and felt it reasonably necessary to use deadly
force [which] is used to prevent
imminent death or great bodily
harm then that citizen could also
defend himself.
According to the Nevada Revised Statutes (200.140); Homicide
is justifiable when committed by a
public officer to protect against an
imminent threat to the life of a person. It would have been a different
story if Van Dyke had been alone
and was being charged by

McDonald. Was he fearful in the
video? We simply don’t know, but
‘bare fear’ is not the basis for deadly
force — at least not in Nevada. The
standard is what is a reasonable
belief of death or injury.
So why does it seem to be so
difficult for ADMINISTRATORS
(and District Attorneys) to read the
law and objectively apply the rule
of law when it comes to actions of
police officers? The written statutes
are the tools we use every day when
we are policing. We are constant
‘decision-makers’ during our careers whether we like it or not. We
are trained in the law, we are trained
on policy and procedure, we learn
the nuances of the job in field training and through on the job experiences and in-service training. We
are expected to APPLY all of these
considerations to any situation in a
prompt manner — sometimes in the
blink of any eye. We will make mistakes and we should expect to be
held ACCOUNTABLE — not protected by our employers because
they ‘favor’ us individually (i.e., the
Sheriff’s son or daughter) and not
to delay the discovery or cover up
poor decisions and misconduct.
Did officer Van Dyke make a
‘first-degree murder’ mistake? I
think not. Should he be terminated
and prosecuted and never wear a
badge again? Absolutely — unless
we are still missing important information over one year after the
shooting.
It is also troubling that all of the
other officers on the scene seem to
have gone along with what was
happening. Were they issued an infamous ‘gag order’ by the Police
Superintendent? There were also
reports that the only reason the
video was obtained and released
was because of a police department
employee who had INTEGRITY
and who contacted a reporter. This
‘tip’ set in motion the actions that
led up to the court order to release
the video. It is pathetic that the FBI,
the CPD, and the prosecutor did not
take action on their own! I wonder
where they had Van Dyke working

for over a year? It is even more disturbing that the Burger King video
was compromised.
If anyone thinks that the
LVMPD is somehow immune from
experiencing the same nightmare as
those occurring in Chicago, Cleveland, South Carolina and elsewhere,
they are being naive. This includes
tampering with video evidence to
conceal the facts! It has already
happened and will continue until
police LEADERS do what is right
for the public and realize who they
are serving!
Norm Jahn served with the
LVMPD for over 21 years and
achieved the rank of lieutenant. He
also served as a police chief in Wisconsin for over three years. Jahn
has been a university professor and
also taught in the criminal justice
program at the College of Southern Nevada for over a decade. Jahn
received a bachelor’s degree from
Michigan State University and a
master’s degree from UNLV. He has
researched police performance and
the management and leadership of
police departments. His weekly column focuses on current policing issues, especially those involving the
LVMPD. Norm provides ‘insight
with an edge’ to inform the public
and improve policing. He can be
reached at normjahn@icloud.com.
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(Continued from Page 14)
laws in their states.
Is Big Brother Finally Here?
I’ve been concerned for years
about the government being the allknowing, all-seeing, all-omniscient
watch dog, because it erodes our individual rights. The idea of Big
Brother government snooping on
us, listening in on our phone calls,
intercepting our e-mails, watching
us with all kinds of surveillance
devices offends me.
But when the fear mongers incite us until we’re afraid, we think
that we need government to protect
us from what we can’t protect ourselves from as individuals. If so,
maybe all that surveillance doesn’t
bother you as much (but it sure
bothers me!) because between our
desire for civil liberties and independent control over our own lives,
and our deep desire for safety...
staying safe wins, hands down.
Be Vigilant Or Else
Am I the only one to worry
about this insidious, creeping,
stealthy erosion of our privacy
rights? Is this a recent phenomenon? I think not! In the immortal
words of Benjamin Franklin
“Those who give up liberty for security deserve neither.” Edmund
Burke said, “The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for
good men to do nothing” and
“Those who don’t know history are
doomed to repeat it.” Papers please!
CISA Is Bad News
I recently wrote about the passage of the Cybersecurity Information Sharing Act (CISA) which is
purported
to
“improve
cybersecurity in the United States
through enhanced sharing of information about cybersecurity threats,
and for other purposes. The bill was
introduced in the U.S. Senate on
July 10, 2014, and passed in the
Senate October 27, 2015.
CISA allows the sharing of
Internet traffic information between
the U.S. government and technology and manufacturing companies.
I believe CISA will move responsibility from private business to the
government, thereby increasing
vulnerability of personal private
information, as well as dispersing
personal private information across
several government agencies, including the NSA and local police.
Wait A minute Cyber Cop...
You need a Warrant
In California
The California “Electronic
Communications Privacy Act”

(CECPA) requires any state law
enforcement agency or any other
investigative entity, to obtain a warrant before asking for digital information from a business. These California protections are in direct conflict with CISA.
It will be interesting to see if the
California law encourages federal
law-makers to strengthen the federal statutes, But I doubt it I believe
there will be litigation because of
the conflict between these two laws.
California has an absolute right to
offer more stringent protections
than the Federal government. But
the Feds may disagree.
I think that it is just a matter of
time before the conflict between
will before the courts end up ruling
on the issue. Of course the losing
side will appeal. This may end up
in front of the U.S. Supreme Court
eventually. So independent control
over our own lives, and our deep
desire for safety... staying safe wins,
hands down.
Liberty Is Precious And
Needs Protection
Maybe you think I am an alarmist, and my fears are overblown and
unjustified. I am reminded provocative poem written by Pastor Martin
Niemoller (1892–1984). It is interesting that he died in 1984,the title
of George Orwell’s book that introduced us to Big Brother) about the
cowardice of German intellectuals
following the Nazi’s rise to power
and the subsequent purging of their
chosen targets, group after group
First they came for the Socialists, and I did not speak out — Because I was not a Socialist.
Then they came for the Trade
Unionists, and I did not speak out
— Because I was not a Trade
Unionist.
Then they came for the Jews,
and I did not speak out — Because
I was not a Jew.
Then they came for me — and
there was no one left to speak for
me
Who is going to stand up for
you? Government officials? I think
not. Just because I am paranoid
doesn’t mean that they are not out
to get me..
Papers please!
For more information regarding
Nevada laws, or if you feel your
rights have been violated, please
call Mace Yampolsky & Associates.
Call or text us at (702) 385-9777.
We are available 24/7 for emergencies. If you need help, CALL NOW
before it is too late. We can help!

America’s spirit, Syrian connection
By Majd Isreb, M.D.
Forty-six volunteers went on a
medical mission to Jordan to help
the disadvantaged Syrian refugees
and to restore their faith in humanity.
The mission drew together an
amazing group of people who validate the existence of those who are
suffering — through medical care,
psychosocial support, food, clothing and most importantly, human
empathy.
Many of us spent days in the
Syrian American Medical Society
clinic in Zatari camp, the secondlargest refugee camp in the world.
There were always many beautiful
and playful children outside our
clinic. These children have suffered
and witnessed a tremendous
amount in their short lives. Their
happy childhoods have been stolen
from them and replaced with a
bleak present and future. Many of
them came with a single parent and
some were even born in Zatari.
In 2011, a group of Syrians
started a nonviolent, democratic
uprising against the injustice and
lack of political liberty imposed
upon them by the Assad regime.
They were met with brutal, violent
force. Unfortunately, some started
carrying weapons to defend themselves. Many neighboring countries
with the blessing from major world
powers added fuel to the fire by allowing foreign fighters to enter
Syria unchecked. ISIL was, therefore, formed. It is crucial to know
that, to the majority of Syrians, both
the Assad regime and ISIL are the
enemy. Many see them as two sides
of the same token.
Since then, more than 10 million
Syrians are internally or externally
displaced, and more than 50 percent
of them are children. They are fleeing the violence inflicted upon them
by the regime and ISIL. Since the
beginning of the uprising more than
250,000 people were killed, mostly
by the Syrian regime. Every day,
civilians are victims of both indiscriminate and targeted aerial attacks. In addition, hundreds of thousands of civilians live in areas that
have been besieged by the Syrian
government since 2012.
Syrian people did not choose to
be refugees. They are not trying to
take away anyone’s job nor live on
welfare. They are not coming to
steal our freedom. They are pursuing freedom and safety themselves.
They do not seek to impose Islam
or sharia law on anyone. They are
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simply looking for a pursuit of happiness, and an opportunity to earn
a living and have their kids go to

decent schools without discrimination, away from bombs, arrests and
siege. If you ask many of them, they
would rather the world help them
end the war so that they can go back
to their towns and homes.
These people have suffered
enough for almost five years in the
worst humanitarian disaster since
WWII. American people who were
generous enough to accept about
760,000 Vietnamese refugees, and
many Bosnian refugees are surely
able to extend a welcoming hand
to less than 0.01 percent of the displaced Syrians.
*****
Majd Isreb, M.D., Vancouver,
Washington, is an immigrant from
Syria and a nephrologist.

On the 60th Anniversary
of Rosa Parks’ Arrest

By Democratic National Committee
“Sixty years ago this evening [Dec. 1], Rosa Parks paid her fare,
boarded a Montgomery municipal bus, and took a seat for the ride home
from work. After refusing to give up her seat to a white passenger, she
was arrested and booked for violating Montgomery’s municipal ordinance
segregating bus passengers according to race.
“The ensuing Montgomery Bus Boycott not only led to the desegregation of Montgomery’s bus system, but also served as the catalyst for a
decade in which young African-American citizens came together to demand rights that for too long had been denied. Their efforts were realized
in part by the Voting Rights Act of 1965 that ensured the voting rights
guaranteed by the 13th, 14th, 15th and 19th Amendments would be protected and enforced.
“Parks and the Civil Rights generation fought for the fundamental principle that everyone in America deserves equal representation. 60 years
later, we must still defend that principle. One week from today the Supreme Court will hear oral arguments in Evenwel v. Abbott. This case
threatens to take representation away from millions of people living in
this country simply because they are ineligible to vote, including leaving
children and minors under eighteen with no state-level representation.”
The very people Parks, Martin Luther King, Jr., Congressman John Lewis
and countless other Americans fought so hard to uplift, would suffer the
most if Sue Evenwel has her way: African-Americans, Hispanics, and
our most vulnerable citizens — our children — could be left invisible for
purposes of political representation.
“So as we mark the anniversary of Rosa Parks’ brave stand, we must
focus on the work ahead of us. In our republic, every single person deserves a voice...”
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The Causal Origin of the Tea Party Movement
Obamacare, to raising the debt ceiling and borrowing America into
debtor nation status, to the divisive
exploitation of the races, to the aggressive use of executive power, to
swarming the private sector
economy with an infestation of
regulations that plague production,
to eviscerating America’s military
might — you name it.
On all the issues where he has
made the effort to translate his
promise of “change” into political
reality, the president has prevailed.
One would have to reject the experience of one’s senses over the past
seven years to deny the evidence of
his success.
The victories that Obama has

enjoyed in his makeover of America
— more than having been won —
were ceded to him out of political
cowardice. In dread of being “demonized” as “racist” if they opposed him, the leadership of the
Republican Party recoiled and
adopted the no-win, cave-in strategy of “go-along-to-get-along.”
They chose to “stand down” and let
Obama have his way with the
deconstruction and reconstruction
of America’s political identity.
The effort that the Republican
leadership put forth to obstruct the
transformation of America into a
one-party progressive society has
been so woefully inadequate as to
be tantamount to zero. There is no

doubt but that the leadership’s failure to defend the principles of conservative values was the causal origin of the Tea Party.
Contrary to the allegation
brought by the Democrats, the
mainstream media and the Republican leadership, the Tea Party did
not come into being as a “power
grab” to assert its presence as a
“third party.” The Tea Party was
provoked into existence. Its purpose
was restorative. Its intervention into
the political arena was the necessity of rescuing the principles of
conservatism — and the future of
America — from the negligence of
the Republican leadership.
In 2014, the toil, sweat and determination of precinct walkers and

phone-bank talkers brought in the
sweeping conservative vote that
painted the map across America just
a few states short of completely
“red.” The victory was so huge as
to predict the reversal of the
Republican’s losing ways. Forgetabout-it! Even with their “majority,” the Republican leadership has
remained as politically inept as they
were from 2009 to 2014. Is it any
wonder, then, that grassroots conservatives are “mad as hell” and
looking to the “outsiders” of the
2016 campaign to be the new vanguard of the Tea Party movement?
Orlis Trone lives in Fernley,
Nevada and can be reached at 775335-5767 (Cell), 775-575-7810
(Home).

(Continued from Page 13)
Police by Mistake Matter movement).
All lives matter: black, white, yellow or red, police or civilian or whatever other category they are in. It is true that our hospitals are not the best
in the nation, and especially when senior citizens are treated like garbage
and totally mistreated by hospital personnel. I can attest to that when a
senior citizen was brutally beaten by hospital personnel at Spring Valley
Hospital, but — and there is always a but...
But... everybody is entitled to a defense. It doesn’t matter if you are
black or not. But to present a case in court as “Motion to Affirm Black
Lives Matter,” is a way to intimidate jurors and inflame others.
If I happened to be a juror in that particular case, I would ask for facts,
facts, and more facts and forget the defense points of “Black Lives Matter,” because I would not allow the defense attorney, as much as I respect
him, to draw me into the black-against-white matters.
Perly Viasmensky is the General Manager of the Las Vegas Tribune.
She writes a weekly column in this newspaper. To contact Perly Viasmensky,
email her at pviasmensky@lasvegas tribune.com.

(Continued from Page 13)
they found the tree was gone,
Israel’s Walla! News reported.
“This is the saddest Christmas,”
said Gabriel Mansour, 24, a thirdyear political science student, identified by Walla! as a representative
of Arab students. “All we wanted
to do was provide some good cheer
for all the students who remained
alone in the dorms, and who were
unable to go home to their families.”
When Mansour investigated, he
was told by college officials that the
tree had been hidden lest it spark
riots among the Jewish students.
“I was angry to hear this,” said
Mansour of the claim that the tree
might spark riots among Jewish students and residents of Safad. “Unfortunately they don’t respect our
holidays. We fully respect all Israeli
holidays. Why can no one respect
our traditions? Why can’t we put
up a Christmas tree?”
As we’ve all probably noticed
over the years, some in a position
to do so — employers, heads of
schools or government agencies,
“Scrooges” in secular apparel passing as concerned mothers and fathers who “want to protect” their
children from the harmful and upsetting sight of Christmas decorations, to say nothing of the likely
“contamination” of their children
from being exposed to traditions not
of their liking or in keeping with
their beliefs — have now and then
banned the celebrating of Christmas
to the extent they are able to, from
the use of decorations in public
places, to the singing of carols
where they can be heard by those
choosing not to hear them, to the
holding of parties where — heaven
forbid — there might be some red
and green ornaments or garlands
suggestive of Christmas, or even a
sack of gifts for all the children
present — suggestive of Santa and
his Christmas Eve spree of gift-giving, all right here in this very country we call “free.”
Okay. So we know how Christmas got started. And those who
choose to refrain from joining into
any of the secular fun because they
believe it would offend their Chris-

tian God are free to not indulge. But
they might also want to see how
many other customs might have
pagan beginnings — marriage or
wedding customs, including “toasting” the bride and groom, birthday
and other celebration customs —
and have to withdraw from those
as well.
I’m a believer in the customs of
the present day; the secular trappings of today’s Christmas celebrations — which include any decorations anyone wants to put up, any
cards anyone wants to send, any
gifts anyone wants to give, any traditional Christmas foods anyone
wants to make and share — all the
while sharing in the good will, the
joy, and the fun of the holiday season. Although I enjoy learning
about the origins of certain traditions, those origins don’t in any way
impact my enjoyment of the holiday; I don’t really care why trees
were first brought indoors, why
children first hung up their stockings, why Santa became so popular
or even why December 25 was chosen as the official birthday of Jesus.
One day of the year had to be chosen — just as when we don’t know
the actual birthdate of some child
— and are not afraid of “pagan customs” — we don’t just ignore the
child’s birthday: we assign one for
celebration purposes. It’s what we
do.
So since the trappings of this
secular version of Christmas are apparently here to stay, as long as they
are not forbidden to us, why not either enjoy them, or simply not go
to those places that are known to
“celebrate Christmas” in their patently commercial way?
And speaking of enjoying that
version of Christmas as long as it
is not forbidden to us, we need to
realize that startling as it sounds,
“...followers of Jesus Christ in both
America and England helped pass
laws making it illegal to observe
Christmas, believing it was an insult to God to honor a day associated with ancient paganism,” according to “Shocked by the Bible”
(Thomas Nelson Inc, 2008). “Most
Americans today are unaware that
Christmas was banned in Boston

from 1659 to 1681.” So for now, the
good news is that pagan beginnings
or not, you do not have to practice
Paganism to celebrate secular
Christmas any more than you need
to feel guilty you are insulting God
by putting up a tree and giving gifts.
But think that is all in the past?
How about this item taken from this
year’s news:
Christmas is cancelled:
Italians outraged over
school decision to
ban festivities
Italian prime minister Matteo
Renzi has criticised a headmaster
who banned Christmas concerts and
carols in his school near Milan in
the name of multiculturalism.
“Christmas is much more important than a headmaster being provocative,” Renzi told Sunday’s edition of Corriere della Sera.
“If he thinks he is promoting integration and co-existence in this
way, he appears to me to have made
a very big mistake.”
If you’ve been watching any
Christmas movies, you’ll notice
that Jesus is barely if ever mentioned — thereby eliminating the
fear of the religious aspect of
Christmas rubbing off on any children who get exposed to such movies. Yet for those who wish a deeper
religious connection to their celebrations, there are scads of
churches out there, to say nothing
of one’s simply going “inward” and
meditating in one’s own way on the
meaning of the day.
Even one of our all-time classic
Christmas stories, A Christmas
Carol, does not mention Jesus even
once, and only mentions God on the
very last page, as in “God bless us,
every one.
And so it will ever be. Nothing
secular Christmas celebrators can
do by way of their holiday decorations, customs or traditions will
ever be a deterrent to those who also
love Jesus and remember him on his
assigned birthday of December
25th.
Maramis Choufani is the Managing Editor of the Las Vegas Tribune. She writes a weekly column
in this newspaper. To contact
Maramis,
email
her
at
maramis@lasvegastribune.com.

By Orlis Trone
In 2009, after taking the oath of
office to become President of this
nation, Barack Obama commenced
— posthaste — to fulfill his progressivist campaign promise to
“fundamentally change America.”
Wielding the weight of his presidential powers with the force of a
wrecking ball, he began to fell the
pillars of the political principles that
undergird the Constitution of these
United States.
Under the president’s seven-year
reign over the all-encompassing
infrastructure of the “American
way of life,” he has altered the basic character of our society. From
criminalizing the police, to

Viamensky

Mitchell
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ing the injunctions in place “will
force millions of people — who are
not removal priorities under criteria the court conceded are valid, and
who are parents of U.S. citizens and
permanent residents — to continue
to work off the books, without the
option of lawful employment to
provide for their families. And it
will place a cloud over the lives of
hundreds of thousands of people
who came to the United States as
children, have lived here for years,
and been accorded deferred action
under the 2012 DACA (Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals)
policy, which respondents have
never challenged. The decision
warrants immediate review.”
OK, immediate review seems
reasonable since Obama has given
those millions the false hope that
he can change law with a wave of
his magic pen and grant them amnesty. End the limbo status one way
or the other. While we’re at it, perhaps a few states or members of
Congress should challenge
Obama’s DACA policy.
In January, Nevada Attorney
General Adam Laxalt explained
why he decided to join the litigation in which Texas was the lead
plaintiff. “The solution must be a
permanent, legal result that includes, not ignores, the other
branches of government and their
constitutional roles. Anything less
is a false hope undermining the rule
of law that injures millions of
people in America, including many

in Nevada,” Laxalt said.
One of the arguments presented
by the states is that they have to pay
the tab for providing services for
illegals — such as education and
medical care and welfare benefits.
Nevada will be among the hardest hit, because Nevada has by far
the highest percentage of illegal
immigrants of any state and the
level has gone up in recent years.
According to a Pew Research report, in 2012 Nevada’s population
included 7.6 percent illegals, its
workforce was 10.2 percent illegals
and its school enrollment included
17.7 percent whose parents are not
in the country legally, all the highest levels in the nation.
In the most recent injunction,
U.S. 5th Circuit Court of Appeals
Judge Jerry Smith explained, “Deferred action... is much more than
nonenforcement: It would affirmatively confer ‘lawful presence’ and
associated benefits on a class of
unlawfully present aliens. Though
revocable, that change in designation would trigger (eligibility for
federal and state benefits) that
would not otherwise be available to
illegal aliens.”
Why should the states be handed
the tab for Obama’s usurpation of
power?
Thomas Mitchell is a former
newspaper editor who now writes
conservative/libertarian columns
for weekly papers in Nevada. You
may
email
Mitchell
at
thomasmnv@yahoo.com. He blogs
at http://4thst8.wordpress.com/.
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Impressionist Gordie Brown
delivers an evening of laughter
By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by Gabe Ginsberg
With the title “The World’s
Greatest Impressionist,” you can
expect Gordie Brown to deliver an
evening of laughter. Gordie moves
easily from impression to impression, sometimes combining two
impressions together. While the
audience laughs at one impression
Gordie jumps quickly to another.
Warning — Don’t look away or you
will miss something.
It is amazing how Gordie can
change so quickly, completely
transforming himself into the person with his face, voice and mannerisms. His repertoire is filled with
so many celebrities, you’ll see your
favorites during the evening.
While performing his high-energy, non-stop act, Gordie kept
walking around the stage near the
band then in the middle and at the
front of the stage. Gordie joined the
audience a few times during the
evening in his warm, enthusiastic
way of thanking them for attending the show.
Gordie Brown performs around
60 impressions of actors, comedians and singers during each show.
Gordie takes you back to earlier
times with Sammy Davis, Jr., Frank
Sinatra, Katharine Hepburn, Dean
Martin, Henry Fonda, John Wayne,
while he adds impressions of
Arnold Schwarzenegger, Jack
Nicholson, Sylvester Stallone, Robert De Niro, Johnny Cash, Tom
Jones, Neil Diamond, Elvis Presley,
Jack Nicholson, Willie Nelson, “All
in the Family” Archie and Edith
Bunker, Dustin Hoffman, Michael
Jackson, Kenny Rogers, Stevie
Wonder, Santana, Jim Carrey, Julio
Iglesias, and more.
Gordie Brown’s credits as an
actor and comedian include Twice
in a Lifetime (1999), Hey Babe!
(1983) and Just for Laughs:
Montreal Comedy Festival (2001).
Gordie’s biography is filled with
appearances. Gordie moved to Los
Angeles to pursue his career in
stand-up comedy where he had his
national television debut on A & E’s
“Evening at the Improv.” Founder
of the Improv, Budd Friedman said,
“Through the years I’ve seen thousands of comedians, and few have
caught my eye and attention like
Gordie Brown.” After co-hosting
NBC’s “Friday Night Videos,”
Gordie later wrote and sang the
theme song for the Emmy award
winning animated series “Life with
Louie.” He made several appearances on “Hollywood Squares,”
and also landed the starring role of
‘Mr. Jones’, the caretaker of souls
who encourages pivotal second
chances, on Pax TV’s “Twice in a
Lifetime,” a weekly hour-long
drama series executive produced by

Emmy Award winner Barry
Rozenzweig.
Master Impressionist, Singer,
Comedian and Actor Gordie Brown
headlines his show at the Golden
Nugget Hotel, downtown Las Vegas, near the Fremont Street Experience. For information call 8669346-5336. Dinner Buffet and
Show $34.99 plus tax & service fee.
Shows: Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday, Saturday & Sunday at
7:30 pm in the Showroom. For
more information visit https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=t
Wm5RC6WpWg&feature=
player_embedded
*****
Award-winning
Sandy
Zimmerman is a syndicated columnist featuring Show and Dining reviews, travel, health, spas, luxury
and more. Sandy is talk show host
of the Las Vegas Today Show programs and Discover the Ultimate
Vacation travel specials. If you wish
information, have questions about
any of Sandy’s articles, call (702)
731-6491.
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Muse Drones North American
World Tour in Las Vegas Dec. 6
This Week
in Las Vegas
By Mike Kermani
*****

Matthew Bellamy, Christopher Wolstenholme, and Dominic Howard of the British rock band Muse

By Mike Kermani
Las Vegas Tribune
The British Rock Band Muse
are on their world tour heading for
Las Vegas, 7:30 pm, Sunday, December 6, at the Mandalay Bay
Resort’s Event Center. Their soldout shows have filled auditoriums
with as many as 60,000 fans.
Muses’ new “Drones” album,
moved fast to become their Fifth
Consecutive Number One of seven
albums. Totaling 73,000 sales.
Muse (formed 1992) have become known for their spectacular
live arena shows.
The members of Muse formed
the band when they were studying
at Teignmouth Community College. Aged 14, Matthew Bellamy
auditioned for the role of guitarist
in Dominic Howard’s band. They
then asked Chris Wostenholme to
hang up his drumsticks and learn
to play bass for the band.
Their first demo was recorded
at Sawmills Studio in Cornwall.
The studio’s in-house label, Dangerous, released Muse’s eponymous debut EP. A second EP,
Muscle Museum reached number
three in the indie singles chart. Both
the BBC Radio One DJ Steve
Lamacq and the music paper NME
latched on to the band and helped
their ascent to fame.
Their extensive tour begins in
the United States and moves to 13
countries- Canada, Great Britain,
France, Belgium, Italy, Germany,
Austria, the Netherlands, Switzerland, Spain, Portugal, Denmark,
and Finland, until June 16, in 2016.
For information, call 877-6327700. Tickets start at $30 and up.
Muse appears at the Mandalay Bay
Resort’s Event Center, 7:30 pm,
Sunday, December 6, 3950 Las
Vegas Boulevard, South.
*****
GRAND OPENING OF
CLIQUE LOUNGE AT
COSMOPOLITAN HOTEL
The highly anticipated Grand
Opening of Clique Lounge, the latest venue from Clique Hospitality
Group, will take place in mid-December. Already projected to be
another triumph by restaurant and
hospitality impresario Andy Masi,
Clique Lounge will introduce to the
Cosmopolitan Hotel and Casino the
only lounge to serve food as well
as a bar cart offering table side, premium cocktail service from expert
mixologists who will talk to guests
about featured fresh pressed juices,
smoked garnishes, and other spectacular preparations. The cocktail
menu is a diverse one with highend spirits and experience-driven
presentations. The menu by Chef
Brian Massie presents small plates
that are approachable and yet an
inventive, explosion of multi-ethnic flavors.
Clique’s Signature Cocktail features Spring 44 Gin, Aloe Vera, Watermelon and Lime — shaken to
perfection and garnished with ribbons of cucumber delicately resting on an art deco Collins glass.
Chicken Skewers are served
with Harissa Yogurt, spiced and refreshing; Lettuce Cups offering
raw, dressed vegetables to add at

your leisure; and Fattoush: seasoned and toasted pita bread to enjoy with the rest.
*****
SLS EVENTS AND
NEW YEAR’S EVE
December 3, Justin Hoffman,
White Label Thursdays;
December 31, New Year’s EveNick Jonas, Foxtail Nightclub;
December 31, Plain White T’s
with Paper Tigers, Sayer’s Club.
*****
PALMS CASINO RESORT
DECEMBER NEW
FEATURED EVENTS AND
NEW YEAR’S EVE
Saturday, Dec. 5 — Ghostbar
Dayclub — “Giddy Up & Twerk”
with Dee Jay Silver
Saturday, Dec. 12 — Ghostbar
Dayclub — Pajama Jam
Wednesday, Dec. 16 —
Ghostbar — “We Everywhere
Wednesdays” hosted by
KNYEW
Saturday, Dec. 19 — Ghostbar
Dayclub — Ugly Sweater Holiday
Party with Electronics Giveaway
Thursday, Dec. 31 — New
Year’s Eve at N9NE Steakhouse
Thursday, Dec. 31 — New
Year’s Eve at NOVE Italiano
Thursday, Dec. 31 — New
Year’s Eve at Ghostbar
*****

RAPHIE MAY’S TREASURE
ISLAND DEBUT JANUARY 2
“Unruly” comic Ralphie May
kicks off another year of standup
comedy at Treasure Island January
2 at 9 p.m.
Twenty-five years into a standup
career that began at the age of 17
with a contest to open for Sam
Kinson, Ralphie May has filmed
five Comedy Central specials and
toured extensively around the world
with the USO. With his latest special releasing on Netflix the same
day as the latest season of “House
of Cards,” May hopes the online
streaming service will only grow
his audience.
“That’s the biggest launch in
Netflix history,” May said. “The
wave for ‘House of Cards’ is a tsunami and I’m the fat guy trying to
body surf. These guys are taking me
to the middle of the country.
They’re taking me into people’s
homes. I’m the luckiest guy in
America.”
The raw, uncensored hallmarks
of mentor Kinison are evident in
May’s set, but he doesn’t deal in
simple outrage, building a routine
that’s rich, deep and fearless. He
balances boyish charm, withering
introspection and compassion for
his fellow human being with observations both dirty and honest.
“When I was a kid, my grand-

mother taught me how to crochet
and how to quilt, and that’s kind of
how I do an act,” May said. “I have
one-liners, I have dirty jokes, but I
also have long stories that are 10 or
20 minutes long and the laughs
come every eight seconds. It’s a
different set. And it’s a different life
than most people have led.”
In his latest uncensored and unfiltered set, he riffs on pop culture,
race, his own excesses, the dangers
of meeting Anderson Cooper and
the mesmerizing deliciousness of
Chick-fil-A.
Tickets are available starting at
$45.95, plus taxes and service
charges, and can be purchased by
calling 866-712-9308 or 702-8947722, or visiting their website
www.treasureisland.com.
*****
CANNERY CASINO & HOTEL
CUSTOMERS HIT
BIG JACKPOTS
Three locals who visited the
Cannery Casino & Hotel in the last
two weeks went home richer than
they came. Three jackpots tallying
$213,000 were hit on the casino
floor.
The first lucky winner was
awarded for $173,811 playing
Quartermania. The second player
hit for $32,000 on the Sacred
Guardian machine. And the third
winning guest won $8,000 playing
$2 video poker.
Over the last several months, the
Cannery Casino & Hotel, which
was voted the “Best Local Casino”
by the Las Vegas Review Journal’s
2014 Best of Las Vegas, released a
series of promotions and giveaways
through its players club, the C.A.N.
Club. The promotions cater to locals and include offers such as
$10,000 drawings, gifts, and pull
tabs.

LUKE’S LOBSTER
OPENED AT THE
FASHION SHOW MALL
Most restaurants buy from distributors and can’t trace the origin
of their lobster. Because Luke’s
handle our own from the harbor to
the plate, we know it comes from
Maine’s sustainable waters and not
from exhausted, polluted fisheries.
Luke’s Lobster is on the streetlevel, in the Fashion Show Mall,
Suite #805, 3200 Las Vegas Boulevard, at Neiman Marcus’s entrance, across from The Wynn Hotel. For information, call (702)-8666602.
*****
THE MIRAGE DEBUTS
CENTER BAR AND
PARLOR LOUNGE
Center Bar, a high-energy casino
bar and Parlor Lounge, a cozy,
handcrafted cocktail retreat are now
open at The Mirage Hotel & Casino. Centrally located in the heart
of casino floor, the venues feature
cocktail lists by accomplished Chicago mixologist Liz Pierce, who
was recently named “Best New
Mixologist” by FOOD & WINE
magazine. Surprising ingredients,
unusual flavor pairings and a rare
collection of boutique spirits highlight the menus at both venues.

On draught at both venues is a
proprietary saison pale ale from Las
Vegas’ CraftHaus Brewery that
pays homage to The Mirage’s tropical rainforest theme. Fresh mangos
and a generous amount of Australian summer hops make this brew
light, fruity and refreshing.
Located steps away from The
Mirage’s iconic atrium, Center
Bar’s name tells you all you need
to know in order to find it. Inspired
by the ‘golden hour’, just before
day turns to night, Center Bar is
awash with warm amber hues and
rich oranges with hints of blue. The
open atmosphere places guests in
the heart of the action on the casino
floor — a prime spot for people
watching from day to night.
Parlor Lounge offers guests an
intimate setting to enjoy cocktails
and conversation complete with
sophisticated sounds from a classic
Steinway Grand Piano. Dark, paneled woods, burnished bronze, and
accents of emerald come together
to create a space that is classic and
inviting. Pierce’s menu of inventive
cocktails combines strong, bold flavors that create unexpected harmony finished with appealing edible garnishes.
Hours of operation: Center Bar:
Daily, 10 a.m. - 5 a.m.; Parlor
Lounge: Tuesday — Saturday, 6
p.m. - 2 a.m.
Mike Kermani is an entertainment writer for the Las Vegas Tribune newspaper. He writes a weekly
column in this newspaper. To contact Mike Kermani, email
mkermani@ lasvegas tribune.com
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Martin Nievera returns to
M Resort on Sat., Dec. 12

By Jerry Fink
Las Vegas Tribune
On the heels of two successful
sold-out concerts at the M Resort
Spa Casino, international singing
sensation Martin Nievera will return to the 2,300-seat M Pavilion
on Saturday, Dec. 12, for another
spectacular performance.
Nievera is set to thrill audiences
once again with his remarkable vocals, performing a selection of his
greatest hits along and holiday favorites.
Doors open at 6 p.m. and the
concert begins at 7 p.m. Tickets are
on sale now, priced at $32, $38 and
$46, plus taxes and fees. Tickets can
be purchased at the M Resort Box
Office, by phone 800-745-3000 or
at Ticketmaster.com.
Nievera is a successful singer,
songwriter and actor whose musical repertoire spans a variety of
genres including soft rock, adult
contemporary and pop.
Throughout his career, Nievera’s
acclaimed soulful performances
have earned him 18 platinum
records as well as five double-platinum, three triple-platinum and one
quadruple-platinum album.
As an actor, Nievera has appeared in eleven movies and seven
television series and specials. He is
currently a host on the musical variety television show “ASAP” and
recently appeared as a celebrity
judge on “The X Factor Philippines,” both programs of the popular ABS-CBN network in The Philippines.
*****

MOB MUSEUM TO HOST
FORENSIC ARTIST JANE
BILLINGHAM DEC. 12
The Mob Museum, the National
Museum of Organized Crime and
Law Enforcement, is hosting a live
forensic sketch exhibit featuring forensic artist Jane Billingham on
Saturday, December 12.
The event will take place from
12 to 6 p.m., during which time
Billingham will create 2D forensic
reconstructions of unidentified persons with links to the Mob or human trafficking. Circumstances behind each case will be displayed and
team members from the nonprofit
forensic services organization, Can
You Identify Me, will be on hand

to discuss the importance of forensic artistry.
Jane Billingham is a freelance
forensic artist driven by her passion
to find justice for unidentified and
missing persons across the world.
She has completed classes in 3D
forensic sculpture, 2D forensic art
and digital postmortem forensics,
studying under prominent forensic
art experts such as Karen T. Taylor,
Betty Pat Gatliff, and Natalie
Murry. Billingham serves as a forensic art program manager for Can
You Identify Me.
Can You Identify Me is a nonprofit organization dedicated to providing forensic services and connecting unidentified bodies with
missing persons. The organization
is based in Henderson, Nevada, and
its team members include retired
and active law enforcement officers, coroners, UNLV criminal justice graduates and students.
The event is free with museum
admission and free for Museum
members.
*****
PUSCIFER RETURNS
FOR ONE NIGHT ONLY
TO THE PEARL
Puscifer will return to The Pearl
inside Palms Casino Resort on December 12, 2015 at 8 p.m. Tickets
start at $43, plus any additional service fees.
Puscifer, who recently announced a new album, Money Shot,
and the release of the “Grand Canyon” video, will be returning to the
road. Today, the band announced
the Las Vegas performance, along
with the cover art for Money Shot
(attached) and the album’s track list.
“As is the Modus Operandi of
Puscifer, there will be a whole new
show to accompany the Money
Shot release. We’ve been leaving a
few clues here and there as to what
it may entail,” said Maynard James
Keenan. “As usual, we prefer to
Show rather than Tell. Odds are if
you’ve been a fan of the diverse
nature of our performances in the
past, you’ll want to go ahead and
place those bets.”
The live line-up for the Money
Shot tour includes Keenan, Mat
Mitchell, Carina Round, Jeff Friedl,
Mahsa Zargaran and the newest addition, Paul Barker (Ministry, Lead
Into Gold). Money Shot physical
pre-order packages are available
now via Puscifer.com. The various
offerings include both signed and
unsigned copies of the new album
as well as an instant download of
“Grand Canyon.”
Doors at The Pearl will open at
7 p.m. and show time is 8 p.m. The
Pearl Box Office is open daily from
noon until 7 p.m. with extended
hours on select event days. Follow
The Pearl on Twitter at
@PearlatPalms or on Facebook for
concert announcements, event information and exclusive venue
presale information.

*****
REBA, BROOKS & DUNN
ADD PERFORMANCES TO
THEIR RESIDENCY
Due to overwhelming demand,
additional shows have been added
for the new one-of-a-kind residency
REBA, BROOKS & DUNN: Together in Vegas at The Colosseum
at Caesars Palace.
The Country music powerhouses will take the stage for additional performances on Tuesday,
Dec. 1 and Tuesday, Dec. 8 .
The superstar entertainers —
Reba, Kix Brooks and Ronnie
Dunn — have been bringing a
unique pairing of their biggest hits
and exciting collaborations to multiple standing ovations and a sold–
out crowd night after night since
they debuted their show on June 17.
Upcoming performance dates
already announced and on sale now
include Dec. 2, 4, 6, 9, 11 and 12.
Presented jointly by Caesars
Entertainment and AEG Live, the
show is a culmination of the friendship and musical admiration Reba,

Brooks & Dunn have shared since
first touring together in 1993. The
two-hour production features more
than 30 action-packed hits backed
by a band of 10 players from both
of their touring bands. The set includes solo and joint performances
of their signature tracks including
“Fancy,” “My Maria” and “Cowgirls Don’t Cry,” as well as many
surprises.
Tickets for upcoming performances of REBA, BROOKS &
DUNN: Together in Vegas may be
purchased in person at The Colosseum at Caesars Palace Box Office,
by calling 866-320-9763 or online
at thecolosseum.com or axs.com.
Orders are subject to additional
service charges and fees. Ticket
prices are $205/$155/$105/$85/
$59.50 (prices include 10 percent
Live Entertainment Tax). For
groups of 10 or more, call 866-5743851. All shows are scheduled for
7:30 p.m.
*****
THE IMPROV AT HARRAH’S:
DECEMBER 1–6
The world-famous Improv at
Harrah’s Las Vegas is the longestrunning comedy club on the Las
Vegas Strip. The Improv’s ability
to showcase young comedians, as
well as bring in big names, has attributed to its longevity and success.
Each week, The Improv showcases some of the funniest and
freshest faces in comedy, creating
a show that is always unique and
definitely funny. The comedians
who will perform December 1–6
are:
James Stephens: Versatile and

talented entertainer, James
Stephens III has achieved national
and international acclaim as a comedian, impressionist, actor and
musician. Stephens has graced the
stage with legendary greats such as
Aretha Franklin and James Brown;
shared the big screen with Jennifer
Aniston in “The Edge;” made appearances on “The Dana Carvey
Show;” and has been paired with
comic icons Will Ferrell, Jerry
Seinfeld and Jay Leno.
Steven Kravitz: Steven Kravitz
has built an impressive resume
since beginning his stand-up career
in 1981. Kravitz has starred in his
own Showtime Special and appeared in 17 films, including “The
Hot Chick” and “The Animal.” He
has also had recurring roles on “The
Drew Carey Show,” “Nash
Bridges” and the Syfy series,
“Black Scorpion.” Kravitz has
worked with many notable comedians including Drew Carey, Robin
Williams, Dana Carvey and Rob
Schnieder.
Jesus Trejo: Stand-up comedian
Jesus Trejo’s high-energy performance is a fusion of characters,
storytelling and physical comedy,
which paints a picture of his childhood. His work ethic has earned
him spots opening for the likes of
Steve Trevino, Pauly Shore, Steve
Byrne and Russell Peters. Trejo recently landed a reoccurring role as
“Javier”
on
the
TBS
sitcom,“Sullivan & Son.”
Shows are at 8:30 p.m. Tuesday
through Sunday with an additional
show at 10 p.m. on Friday and Saturday. Tickets start at $30.50 (plus
applicable taxes and fees). VIP tickets include special seating, an
Improv T-shirt and post-show meetand-greet with the comics. Special
two-for-one tickets are also available for locals for the 10 p.m. show.
Tickets are available at
Harrah’s Box Office 702-3695223
and
online
at
www.harrahslasvegas.com.
Jerry Fink is an entertainment
columnist for the Las Vegas Tribune
newspaper and writes a weekly column. To contact Fink, email him at
jfink@ lasvegastribune.com.
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Lobster, Crab And Shrimp!

How About a Lobster, Crab and Shrimp Dinner?
By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by Luke’s Lobster
Luke’s Lobster is the type of restaurant found on the boardwalk or
peer of a sea-side town, and now
their Main-style seafood restaurant
opened at the Fashion Show Mall
in Las Vegas.
I was invited to Luke’s Lobster
for their food tasting party and
walked up to a large round food
stand (Luke’s calls the stand their
“outdoor shack”).
Eat their fast gourmet seafood
delicacies to go, or sit at one of the
benches with a view of the strip’s
lights.
Luke’s sandwiches included
Maine-style lobster- $18, crab-$14
or shrimp-$10 each served on buttered, toasted New England-style
open-top buns with mayo, lemon
butter and secret spices.
There are heaping portions of
lobster, crab or shrimp filling each
bun and overflowing on top.
The “Taste of Maine” Combo$27, 1/2 lobster roll, 1/2 crab roll,
1/2 shrimp roll and 2 crab claws.
Instead of dining on one, this is a
feast with all three!
Luke’s Noah’s Ark Combo-$52
(for 2), Two 1/2-rolls of lobster,
crab and shrimp, 4 crab claws, 2
drinks, 2 chips and 2 pickles.
Usually lobsters and crabs are
not available everywhere except at
gourmet
restaurants
and

steakhouses, but Las Vegas benefits
with Luke’s direct-from-Maine
connections. The Maine lobster
MSC Certified Fisheries practice
sustainable handling of seafood.
Every winter we enjoy Stone
Crab Claws in season and were surprised to see this luxury delicacy
at Luke’s as they offer 4 for $8.

Lobster Fisherman.

Las Vegas benefits by Luke’s direct-from-Maine connections.
Luke’s Restaurant says, “LobLuke’s Lobster is on the streetster is an excellent source of lean level, in the Fashion Show Mall,
protein with less saturated fat, calo- Suite #805, 3200 Las Vegas Bouleries, and cholesterol than pork, beef vard, at Neiman Marcus’s entrance,
and chicken.”
across from The Wynn Hotel. For
The Sustainable law- Fisher- information, call (702) 866-6602.
men: Must throw-back lobsters that
*****
are too small to give them a chance
Award-winning
Sandy
to breed. Must throw-back egg Zimmerman is a syndicated columbearing females, marking the tail nist featuring Show and Dining rewith a notch so that they can never views, travel, health, spas, luxury
be taken out of the water. Can only and more. Sandy is talk show host
harvest lobster using traps with es- of the Las Vegas Today Show procape vents for undersized lobsters
and biodegradable escape hatches
that release lobsters caught in lost
traps. Can only fish a maximum of
800 traps and must be on his boat
in person every time it fishes.
Most restaurants buy from distributors and can’t trace the origin
of their lobster. Because Luke’s
handle our own from the harbor to
the plate, we know it comes from
Maine’s sustainable waters and not
from exhausted, polluted fisheries.

grams and Discover the Ultimate
Vacation travel specials. If you wish
information, have questions about
any of Sandy’s articles, call (702)
735-5974. SUGGESTIONS: Do
you have a favorite restaurant in
Las Vegas or around the world?
Please let us know and you may win
free show tickets or other prizes.
Send the name of the restaurant, the
reasons for your choice and your
telephone number. Information is
listed above.

Luke’s handles their own from the harbor to the plate and know it comes from Maine’s sustainable waters and not from exhausted, polluted fisheries.
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CITY BEAT

PRSA Sierra Nevada congratulates 2015 award winners
The Sierra Nevada Chapter of
the Public Relations Society of
America celebrated six individuals,
four Silver Spike awards and a
number of other awards during its
2015 Silver Spikes banquet, held
Thursday, Nov. 19, at the
Peppermill Resort Spa Casino.
The 29th Annual Silver Spike
Awards ceremony celebrated the
PR and communications profession
and professionals with the theme
‘Reimagine, Reinvent, Repurpose.’
“As communicators, it is our job
to approach the classic craft of communications always with a modern
and forward-thinking approach.”
Alison Gaulden, APR, 2015 PRSA
Sierra Nevada president, said.
“And, I want to thank all who have
done so much for the chapter and
its continued success. Our community and industry are better for it.”
Gaulden is also the internship
coordinator and a journalism lecturer for the Donald W. Reynolds
School of Journalism and Center for
Advanced Media Studies at the
University of Nevada, Reno, and
was recently recognized with the
Outstanding Faculty Advisor
Award. She was honored at the Silver Spikes banquet, and was initially presented the award at the
PRSA International Conference in
Atlanta, Ga., earlier this month.
The Sierra Nevada Chapter is
also bringing the PRSA North Pacific District Conference out of a
nine-year retirement to “Reboot and
Retool” in Reno, June 23-25, 2016.
Here is a complete list of awards
honored at the #SilverSpikes15
event:
Individual Award Winners
Outstanding New Practitioner:
Connie Anderson, account manager
for The Abbi Agency
Mark Curtis Sr., Chapter Member of the Year: Natalie Savidge,
senior communications specialist
for the University of Nevada,
Reno’s Marketing and Communications Department
Gold Spike Community Excellence: Stacy Kendall, M.A., director of communications and new
media for Renown Health
Mark Twain Community Service: Mark Jensen, curator for the
Dangberg Home Ranch Historic
Park in Minden
Public Relations Hall of Fame:
Anne McMillin, APR, public relations manager for the University of
Nevada School of Medicine
Lifetime
Achievement:
Stephanie Kruse, president, chief
strategist and found of KPS3
Silver Spike Awards Recipients
Programs: Special Events and
Observances, 1 or 2 days
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Lake
Tahoe Opening
Bauserman Group
Programs: Community Relations
Project Medical Education Nevada
University of Nevada School of
Medicine
Strategies and Tactics: Content
Marketing
Xenex Germ-Zapping Robots
Renown Health
Strategies and Tactics: New/
Emerging Technologies
North Lake Tahoe Ale Trail
The Abbi Agency
Bronze Spike Award Recipients
Programs: Overall Campaign
Travel
Nevada
Lures
Millennials with Integrated Fall/
Winter Campaign
TravelNevada
Programs: Special Events and
Observances, 1 or 2 days
TravelNevada Hits the Big
Apple: Immersive Media Reception
Travel Nevada
Programs: Special Events and
Observances, 3 or more days
2015 Reno Rodeo
Bauserman Group
Programs: Special Events and
Observances, 3 or more days
Tahoe Reno Golf Media Tour
Weidinger Public Relations
Strategies and Tactics: Audio,
Video, Webcasts, etc.
2015 State of the County Video
Release
Washoe County
Strategies and Tactics: Media
Relations, Owned – Social Media
Truckee Meadows Community
College Gift of Education
The Abbi Agency
Strategies and Tactics: Media
Relations, Owned – Social Media
TravelNevada Harnesses the
Power of User-Generated Content
TravelNevada
Strategies and Tactics: Media
Relations, Paid – Online, Print,
Digital
TravelNevada Paid Content
Partnership Program

District at Green Valley Ranch,
Main Street. 2225 Village Walk Dr.,
Henderson, NV 89052
*****
Golden Nugget Laughlin
rewards over $1.8 million to
casino patron on Scientific
Games slot machine
Golden Nugget Laughlin is excited to announce one lucky Texan
hit the jackpot winning $1,824,943
while playing Scientific Games’
1,000,000 Degrees slot machine on
Monday, November 23.
The new millionaire, Ernest
Lopez, and his girlfriend Linda
Boelter, were vacationing from San
Antonio, Texas and stopped in to
the Golden Nugget for breakfast.
Lopez played the 1,000,000 Degrees game for only five minutes
before hitting his winning slot machine pull. The patron was playing
the maximum bet of $3 on this one
cent per 300-coin game, when he
hit the progressive payout at noon.
The 1,000,000 Degrees slot machine features a million-dollar progressive jackpot opportunity that
players trigger when nine
“1,000,000 Degrees” symbols appear with max bet. The game features a top progressive jackpot
award that resets at a base amount
of $999,999.99 and increments with
game play.
For more information on the
Golden Nugget Laughlin, please
call (702) 298-7111 or visit us
online at www.goldennugget.com/
laughlin.
*****
City Beat is a compilation of
news and views of our editorial and
writing team, along with reader
submissions and topics. Readers
are invited to suggest a local topic
or any other items of interest.

Actors with Karen Burns Productions join Incoming Chapter President Amanda Horn, third from left, with
Lifetime Achievement Award winner Stephanie Kruse, center, and co-emcee of the night Bob Felten, right of
Kruse. Photo by Insight Studio, Inc.
TravelNevada
curring News Segment
info@prsasierra.org.
Award of Excellence Winners
Regional Transportation Com*****
Programs: Overall Campaign
mission
The District at Green Valley
The 36th Star: Nevada’s Journey
Strategies and Tactics: Content
Ranch welcomes Hanukkah
from Territory to State
Marketing
with menorah lighting
Nevada Museum of Art
Offerpop Holiday Marketing ceremony on Tuesday, Dec. 8
Programs: Overall Campaign
365 Campaign
The District at Green Valley
Server Technology’s Stay PowThe Abbi Agency
Ranch will light the menorah on the
ered Video Campaign
Strategies and Tactics: Media third night of Hanukkah. The DisServer Technology
Relations, Owned – Social Media
trict will be partnering with Chabad
Programs: Overall Campaign
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Lake of Green Valley Ranch for the
Transportation is Transforma- Tahoe Opening
event. The giant menorah will be
tion
Bauserman Group
lit by local dignitaries from the JewTahoe Regional Planning
Strategies and Tactics: Media ish community to celebrate the saAgency
Relations, Owned – Social Media
cred holiday. Guests will join toPrograms: Special Events and
2015 Reno Rodeo
gether for this event and enjoy live
Observances, 1 or 2 days
Bauserman Group
entertainment, balloon creations,
Reno Ronald McDonald House
Best of Show
donuts, dreidels, gelt and more.
Kitchen Opening
Programs
Tuesday, Dec. 8 at 6:30 p.m. at The
Ronald McDonald House
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Lake
Programs: Special Events and Tahoe Opening
Observances, 3 or more days
Bauserman Group
National Infant Immunization
Strategies and Tactics
Week – Immunize Nevada
North Lake Tahoe Ale Trail
Estipona Group
The Abbi Agency
Programs: Emergency or Crisis
Student Choice Award
Programs
North Lake Tahoe Ale Trail
Measles Outbreak – Immunize
The Abbi Agency
Nevada
Connect with the Sierra Nevada
Estipona Group
PRSA chapter on Twitter
Strategies and Tactics: Audio, @prsareno, on Facebook at
Video, Webcasts, etc.
PRSASierraNevada, online at
The Road Ahead with RTC Re- prsareno.org
or
email
Winners — Linda Boelter and Ernest Lopez
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Five Things You Need to Know About Self-Insurance
By Mike Ferguson
Several major health insurers
just announced that they expect to
raise premiums by up to 40 percent
next year.
These ever-increasing costs are
certainly a drag on the economy.
After all, most Americans get their
coverage through work. The more
employers have to spend on health
care, the less they can devote to creating new jobs, investing in new
products, or raising wages.
To fight back against rising premiums, more and more businesses
are gravitating toward a more costeffective form of providing health
coverage called “self-insurance.”
With this arrangement, a company
covers its employees’ medical bills
directly, rather than paying an insurer to do so.
Most Americans are unfamiliar
with self-insurance — even those
who are the beneficiaries of selffunded plans through work or
through a labor union. Here are five
things everyone should know about
it.
Millions of Americans Are
Already Self-Insured — and
Don’t Even Know It
Among Americans with health
insurance through a private employer, more than 60 percent have
self-insured plans. Some of the
country’s most prominent companies, including Whole Foods,
Microsoft, Starbucks, Home Depot,
and Southwest Airlines, self-insure.
Thousands of smaller and medium-sized firms self-insure, too.
To protect themselves in the event

MIKE FERGUSON
that their employees’ medical expenses are too high for them to
comfortably cover, they can purchase “stop-loss” insurance. These
policies serve as a financial backstops by reimbursing companies for
claims that exceed a certain agreedupon threshold.
Typically, employers contract
with an outside administrator — or
even a traditional insurance company — to process their plan’s
claims. So workers may get an insurance card with a conventional
insurer’s name on it. But they may
not realize that their employer is
actually footing the bill.
Self-Insurance Plans Are
More Customizable than
Conventional Plans
Traditional insurers typically
offer one-size-fits-all policies that
can appeal to vastly different demographics. By contrast, when an
employer pays for health care directly, it can tailor its benefits to the

BEHIND THE MIKE
Doing the Right Thing

By Michael A. Aun
Often we can look to the sports
world for great examples of how to
“do the right thing.” And occasionally, one can find similar examples
of how playing by the rules can end
up “doing the wrong thing.”
I was born and raised in the little
town of Lexington, South Carolina,
which is slowly recovering from the
devastating damage caused by recent floods.
I watched, with heartbreak, as
hundreds of landmarks with which
I grew up were literally washed
MICHAEL A. AUN
away along with billions of dollars
in the overwhelming deluge that struck the southeast.
Two of the many dams that burst in and around Lexington were the
sites where I devoted the majority of my childhood. Every summer, we
spent our youth at the local swimming hole, Gibson’s Pond. It was a rite
of passage if you lived in Lexington. No one had swimming pools and
there were no public pools, just Gibson’s Pond.
That same pond fed downstream into the Mill Pond, where I spent the
balance of my youth fishing, hiking, climbing trees, canoeing and building a tree house on a small island that occupied the middle of the Mill
Pond. It was on this island that I kissed my first childhood girlfriend on
the cheek. I smoked my first cigarette (and became sick as a dog). I caught
fish and we occasionally built a campfire to cook it.
The path to the Mill Pond led through the backyard of the Roberts
family, Al, Thad and a classmate, Carole. They were among my many
friends that occasionally joined us on our adventures to the land of Huck
Finn. Indeed, those were great days, low in cost and high in fun.
Now both landmarks were washed away in the aftermath of the floods
that struck central South Carolina, memories lost forever. The once-amillennium storm and massive floods that followed are matched only the
heartbreak that those who have lost loved ones in a war would feel. The
heaven’s tears that washed away the memories of so many are matched
only by those tears of blood spilled by our youth on faraway battlefields
defending freedom around the world. Real life lossÖ both.
How then does one find any good out of all the anguish my friends and
family are suffering in South Carolina? New rivers are still being formed
from the overflow torrent that cascaded its way through the midlands.
Long after the television cameras have departed to another tragedy in
another corner of the world, will the good people of South Carolina be
toiling in the vineyards in an effort to regain their footing, both literally
and financially speaking.
Out of the heartbreak came some good will. LSU, the South Carolina
football opponent on October 10th, opened its stadium, arms and wallets,
donating the profits of the game back to South Carolina, who will lose
over $3 million of revenue from that game alone.
Billboards like “Geaux Gamecocks, We Stand Strong with You” greeted
the team enroot to Death Valley, home of the Tigers. LSU donated its
team plane for USC’s use. LSU’s band played the Gamecock fight song,
all symbols of good will fostered by the pains many Cajuns who still feel
from the devastation of Katrina.
Even All-American Leonard Fournette’s post-game speech was dedicated to the fans of USC, offering to auction his game jersey and donating the proceeds to victims of the flood, immediately raising the ire of the
NCAA.
But the NCAA finally got this one right, allowing Fournette to do so
even in violation of the rules regarding sale of such items. Such is not
always the case.
Here in St. Cloud, Florida I witnessed a situation when the rules penalized a local football coach for doing the right thing. In 2010, Coach
Bill Buldini took in a homeless player whose parents moved out of state
for financial reasons.
Helping the player, who was living on the streets at the time, cost St.
Cloud High School both financial penalties and forfeited games in 2010.
Ultimately it cost Coach Buldini his job, all for having done the right
thing. The Florida High School Athletic Association got that one wrong.
The kid was a terrific student but wasn’t even a starter for the Bulldogs.
I contend that Coach Buldini did the right thing as a coach and as a
human being. Sometimes the rules get in the way of innocent people.
Coach Buldini is a Hall of Famer in my book.
Michael Aun is a syndicated columnist and writes a weekly column for
this newspaper. To contact Michael Aun, email him at
maun@lasvegastribune.com.

specific needs of its workforce.
For instance, a start-up with
mostly healthy twenty-something
employees can focus its resources
that best fits its demographic, such
as robust family-planning services.
A company with an older workforce
might provide broader coverage in
chronic-disease management or
weight-loss programs.
Self-Insurance Gives
Companies an Incentive to
Improve Employee Health
Firms directly bear the costs of
their employees’ medical treatment.
That gives them a huge incentive
to improve health and stave off disease.
That’s why self-insured firms
often invest in wellness program.
Things like free gym memberships
aren’t just perks. They can help a
self-insured company save money
by improving employee health.
Self-Insurance Is Well

Regulated by Federal Law
Under federal law, self-insured
employers must administer their
plans in the best interest of their
employees. If they fail to do so, they
can be subject to steep civil and
criminal penalties.
This rule gives workers a legal
avenue to contest benefit denials or
excessively high charges. They
aren’t afforded the same recourse
under traditional insurance plans.
Employers Typically Save
Money by Self-Insuring
Self-insurers avoid many of the
expenses that traditional insurers
have to make. For instance, they can
plow what a traditional insurer
would have spent on marketing into
better benefits — or other investments in the company or workforce.
Employers also face lower regulatory costs. Conventional health
insurers have to comply with a vast
array of rules for each state in which

they operate. Self-insured firms
operating in multiple states, by contrast, are governed the federal Employee Retirement Income Security
Act.
At the same time, self-insurers
cannot decline to cover people with
pre-existing conditions or charge
individuals more because of their
health status.
These differences add up to big
savings for businesses – and that’s
money that can be plowed right
back into boosting salaries, expanding operations, and hiring new
workers.
Health insurance premiums are
skyrocketing. Self-insurance offers
companies a way to defend against
those rising costs — and boost the
well-being of their employees in the
process.
Mike Ferguson is President and
CEO of the Self-Insurance Institute
of America.

DOUG DICKERSON
with the territory. Maybe more so.
But the leader who finishes strong
is not the one who was exempt from
adversity but the one who endured
it.
Leaders who finish strong have
discovered the secret that it’s not
about what happens to them that
matters but what happens in them
that sets them apart. Leaders who
finish strong have a resilient attitude that never gives up. They understand that they are responsible
for it and work at having a good one
every day.
Leaders who finish strong
have tapped into their
work-life balance
“All work and no play makes
Jack a dull boy,” so says the old
proverb. Leaders who finish strong

are those who understand the importance of a sound work-life balance. These leaders know and understand the value of hard work and
give it their all day in and day out.
They roll up their sleeves and are
willing to go the extra mile to get
the job done.
But finishing strong requires
balance. And if as a leader you are
burning the candle at both ends with
no balance in your life as it pertains
to rest and recreation soon you will
be of little value to anyone.
Leaders who finish strong are
able to do so because they have the
balance they need. Make sure that
you give your mind and body the
rest it needs and deserves. Remember, it was not about finishing the
race fist for the Greeks that mattered, it was finishing with your
torch still lit. If you cross the finish
line of 2015 burned out and spent
how will you begin 2016?
As the year draws to a close
think about how you can finish
strong. What action steps do you
need to take? It’s not too late. Finish strong and be ready to tackle a
new year with a renewed sense of
passion and purpose.
Doug Dickerson is a syndicated
columnist. He writes a weekly column for this newspaper. To contact
Doug Dickerson, email him at
ddickerson@ lasvegastribune.com.

Three traits of leaders who finish strong
By Doug Dickerson
Life’s battles don’t always go
To the stronger or faster man,
But soon or late the man who wins
Is the one who thinks he can.
From, The Man Who Thinks He
Can, by Walter D. Wintle
The Greeks had a race in their
Olympic games that was unique.
The winner was not the runner who
finished first. It was the runner who
finished with his torch still lit.
As we move down the stretch
toward the end of 2015 now might
be a good time to think about how
you are finishing the year. As it was
with the Greeks, it’s the one who
finishes the race with his torch still
lit that wins.
At this juncture in the year you
may be tired and weary. You may
be more than ready to turn to turn
the page on 2015 and welcome a
clean slate that awaits you in 2016.
With the finish line of 2015 in
sight let’s consider the traits if leaders who finish strong. It’s a simple
list and is certainly not an exhaustive one. You may want to add to it.
These are my top three.
Leaders who finish strong
have clarity of purpose
One of the traits of leaders who
finish strong are those who live
their life intentionally with purpose.
Each day is seen as a gift and an
opportunity to add value to those
around them and make a difference
in their world.
Living and leading with purpose
makes each day meaningful and
unique. It’s an opportunity to use
your God-given gifts and abilities
for a good cause. When you live
your life with purpose it motivates
you in a different way. No longer is
it about you, it’s about others. A
selfless leader is a strong leader
who will also finish strong.
Leaders who finish strong
have a resilient attitude
I’ve yet to meet a leader who
doesn’t face his or her fair share of
problems and adversity. It comes
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SOCIAL SECURITY AWARENESS

Nine retirement planning deadlines you shouldn’t overlook

Pay attention to these important dates when making retirement decisions.
By Emily Brandon
Retirement accounts have contribution deadlines you need to
meet to qualify for tax breaks and
avoid penalties. Social Security
provides different payouts depending on the age you sign up. And if
you miss Medicare eligibility windows, you could end up paying
higher premiums for the rest of your
life. Remember to factor these important dates into your retirement
plans.
401(k) contribution deadline
401(k) contributions, which can
be worth as much as $18,000 in
2015, are typically due by the end
of the calendar year. Employees age
50 and older can additionally make
catch-up contributions worth an
extra $6,000, which are also due by
Dec. 31.
IRA contribution deadline
You have until April 15, 2016,
to contribute up to $5,500 to an IRA
that can be applied to tax year 2015.
Workers age 50 and older are eligible to contribute an additional
$1,000, for a total contribution of
$6,500 in 2015.
Required minimum
distribution deadline
Required minimum distributions
from traditional retirement accounts
(except for the first distribution) are
due by Dec. 31 each year. The penalty for missing a required withdrawal is a stiff 50 percent of the
amount that should have been distributed.
First required minimum
distribution deadline
You have until April 1 of the year
after you turn 70 1/2 to take your
first required minimum distribution
from your retirement accounts.
However, all subsequent distributions are due by Dec. 31. Delaying
your first required distribution
could necessitate two required withdrawals in the same year, which
could result in an abnormally large
tax bill.
Medicare eligibility
You can sign up for Medicare
parts B and D during a seven-month
window that begins three months
before you turn 65. Medigap has a
different six-month initial enrollment period that begins when
you’re 65 or older and enrolled in
Medicare Part B. Missing these eligibility windows could result in
higher premiums for the rest of your
life.
Medicare open enrollment
Medicare beneficiaries can
make changes to their prescription
drug coverage between Oct. 15 and
Dec. 7 each year. During this open
enrollment period, you need to
make sure that the medications you
use will continue to be covered with
affordable out-of-pocket costs and
switch plans if they won’t.
Social Security eligibility
You can sign up for Social Security beginning at age 62. However, payments are reduced if you
sign up at this age. If you claim
benefits at age 62, you will get 25
percent smaller monthly payments
if your full retirement age is 66 and
30 percent smaller payments if your
full retirement age is 67.
Social Security full
retirement age
People born between 1943 and
1954 are eligible to claim unre-

tional increase for continuing to
delay your payments.
*****

Emily Brandon
duced Social Security benefits at
age 66. The full retirement age
gradually increases in two-month
increments for people born in each
year between 1955 and 1959, before hitting age 67 for everyone
born in 1960 or later.
Maximum possible Social
Security eligibility
If you delay claiming Social Security after your full retirement age,
you accrue delayed retirement credits that will increase your payments
by about 8 percent per year. However, after age 70, there is no addi-

Emily Brandon is the senior editor for Retirement at U.S. News. You
can contact her on Twitter

@aiming2retire, circle her on
Google+ or email her at
ebrandon@usnews.com.
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Managing accumulated assets is at the top of the list.

10 Money Steps to take before your 70th birthday
By Kimberly Palmer
Our money needs — and demands — are constantly shifting as
we age. By the time we reach our
60s, if we’ve planned well, we have
a sizable nest egg that will support
us into our older years as we scale
back or stop work altogether. That
doesn’t mean it’s time to take a
hands-off approach to money, however. In fact, many financial advisors say the pre-retirement years
comprise a critical period when it
comes to making investing, spending and saving decisions.
“Everyone faces financial challenges at different points in life. The
older you get, the less wiggle room
you have, with fewer options to
right your past wrongs,” says Erika
Safran, a certified financial planner
and founder of Safran Wealth Advisors based in New York. Older
adults should also be on guard
against potential cognitive decline,
financial abuse and increased costs
associated with declining health, all
while planning to make accumulated nest eggs last a lifetime.
To compile the following list of
money steps to take before your
70th birthday, U.S. News asked
members of the Financial Planning
Association, a Denver-based organization with over 17,000 certified
financial planners, to share their
best tips. Here are their suggestions:
Review your current
financial outlook
Safran suggests reviewing all of
your current (and future) assets, income and expenses to make sure
they are sustainable during retirement. If they aren’t, ask yourself
what needs to be done, such as reducing debt, working for longer or
paying off your mortgage. She
urges people to budget conservatively for future costs, which might
include additional health care or
home upgrades and maintenance.
Map out any extra
big expenses
If you’re planning to take a big
trip to Machu Picchu, for example,
then it makes sense to plan ahead
for that expense, says Neal Van
Zutphen, a certified financial planner in Tempe, Arizona. To figure out
just how you might spend your time
over the next decade, imagine life
in your 70s and take time now to
explore activities such as volunteering, mentoring or taking classes you
might also enjoy later, he adds.
Lock down your
estate plans
Consider your legacy, says Juan
C. Ros, a certified financial planner at the Lamia Financial Group
in Thousand Oaks, California. He
suggests having not only a will and
living trust in place, but also an advance directive for health care and
power of attorney for finances. “Seniors approaching 70 should also
double check their beneficiary designations in their company retirement plans, their individual retirement accounts, brokerage accounts,
bank accounts and life insurance
policies,” he suggests. He says he
often notices clients have no beneficiaries or outdated ones listed.
Tell your adult children
where important
documents are located
Just in case you become incapacitated and need to hand over the
reins to a family member, you’ll

Everyone faces financial challenges at different points in life. The older you get, the less wiggle room you have.

want to share the names of the financial professionals whom you
work with, says Nivedita Persaud,
a certified financial planner and
managing director at Transition
Planning & Guidance in Atlanta.
On a similar note, she suggests
using your smartphone to make
short videos that share your money
advice for your children and grandchildren.
“It’s a great way to pass on financial literacy and values,” she
says.
Consolidate retirement
accounts
If you’ve amassed multiple retirement accounts throughout your
career, as many people do, then it
might be a good idea to consolidate
them, says Taylor Schulte, certified
financial planner and founder of
Define Financial in San Diego.
“When required minimum distributions begin at age 70.5, clients are
relieved when they only have to
deal with one financial institution
to calculate their [required minimum distributions] each year,” he
says. “It also helps [them] simplify
their life and feel more organized
as they transition into retirement.”
Delay Social Security
If you think you’ll reach the average lifespan of 84 years (for men
age 65 today) or 86 (for women age
65 today), according to the Social
Security Administration, delaying
Social Security until age 70 could
pay off. You receive a higher
monthly payout if you wait, explains Steve Burkett, a certified financial planner in Bothell, Washington. He adds that you might want
to consider a Roth conversion if you
are currently in a low income
bracket because of retirement.
“Consider locking in that tax rate
and converting some IRA money to
Roth IRA money, which will help
you pay a lower tax rate now — and
lower your future required minimum distributions subject to potentially higher future tax rates,” he
says.
Keep investing
“Buy stocks to beat inflation,”
says Scott Ranby, a certified financial planner at Kuhn Advisors in
Denver. “Once you reach age 70,
you’ve still got plenty of life ahead
of you — some 14 to 16 years of
life expectancy. Avoid the temptation to get overly conservative with

your investments, and keep a good
portion in stocks,” he says. That’s
because stocks are more likely to
stay ahead of inflation than cash or
bonds, which can help you maintain your standard of living.
Start giving money away
If you begin formally gifting

money to your children or grandchildren now, it could help reduce
your family estate taxes in the long
run, says Brian Power, a certified
financial planner at Gateway
Wealth Management in Westfield,
New Jersey. “They most likely need
the help,” he says, especially if adult

children are in the high-cost years
of raising a family.
Travel now
Yes, it’s expensive, but spending money on trips now can be a
smart idea, too. “Your health may
not always be with you in retirement, so don’t procrastinate big life
experiences. Incorporate at least
one bucket list item into your financial plan before you turn 70,” says
Michael H. Baker, a certified financial planner based in Charlotte,
North Carolina, who works primarily with baby boomers.
Spend time with
those you love
On the same carpe diem note,
Leslie Beck, a certified financial
planner and principal at Compass
Wealth Management in Wood
Ridge, New Jersey, encourages clients to spend time with their grandchildren while they’re still relatively young and healthy. “The
memories made will be precious,”
she says.
Kimberly Palmer is a senior editor for U.S. News Money. She is the
author of the new book, “The
Economy of You.” You can follow
her on Twitter @KimberlyPalmer,
connect with her on Facebook or
email her at kpalmer@usnews.com.
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How
Retirement
Benefits
will
change
in
2016
While a new type of retirement account will emerge, several Social Security claiming options will soon disappear.
By Emily Brandon
Retirement savers will get the
option to participate in a new type
of retirement account next year, the
myRA. There will also be fewer
Social Security claiming options for
married couples and a small Medicare premium increase for some
beneficiaries. Here are some of the
important ways retirement benefits
will change in 2016.
Introducing the myRA
The myRA is a new type of Roth
retirement account launched in late
2015 that has no fees and is guaranteed by the government never to
lose value. There is only one investment option, a Treasury savings
bond with a variable interest rate
that has averaged 3.19 percent over
the past 10 years. The savings bond
interest is not taxed while in the
account and won’t be taxed at all if
you leave it in the account until after age 59-1/2. Savers who earn less
than $131,000 for individuals and
$193,000 for couples are eligible to
contribute up to $5,500 per year, or
$6,500 if they are age 50 or older.
However, once the account balance
grows to $15,000, or the account
turns 30 years old, the money will
be transferred to a private sector
Roth IRA. “MyRA is designed to
remove common barriers to saving
and give people an easy way to get
started,” says U.S. Treasury Secretary Jacob Lew. You can contribute
via direct deposit through your
employer, by setting up a payment
using your checking or savings account or direct a portion of your tax
refund to the account.
No more claiming Social
Security twice
Some married individuals who
are 66 or older have been claiming
Social Security benefits twice. They
first collect spousal payments and
then later switch to payments based
on their own work, which will then
be higher because they claimed it
at an older age. However, workers
who turn 62 in 2016 or later will
not be able to claim both types of
payments, but must select one or the
other. “If you are 63 years old today, you will still have the option
of doing this at age 66,” says Tim
Steffen, a certified financial planner and director of financial planning at Robert W. Baird & Co. “For
anybody who is not 62 by the end
of the year, the option of a restricted
application is going away.”
Stricter Social Security
suspended payment rules
Social Security beneficiaries
who don’t need the money are allowed to suspend their payments
and then resume higher payments
at a later date due to the accumulation of delayed retirement credits.
In the past, spouses and dependent
children could claim payments
based on your work record while
your payments were suspended and
continued to grow. However, beginning in May 2016, suspending your
payments also suspends payments
for anyone else receiving payments
based on your work. “If filing and
suspending was your optimal strategy, in order to do it you want to
make sure you do it in the next 6
months,” says Laurence Kotlikoff,
an economics professor at Boston
University and co-author of “Get
What’s Yours: The Secrets to
Maxing Out Your Social Security.”
After that, spousal payments will
not be paid while the retired
worker’s payments are suspended.
Higher Medicare Part B
premiums for some people

From the myRA to Medicare, here’s what retirement savers can expect in the new year.
Most Social Security recipients cial Security payments for most slightly higher Medicare Part B prewill continue to pay the same existing beneficiaries and there will mium of $121.80 per month. This
$104.90 Medicare Part B premium be no Social Security cost-of-living increase was a last-minute fix in the
in 2016. This is the case because adjustment in 2016. However, 2016 budget bill that prevented a
Part B premiums are prevented by people who newly enroll in Medi- much larger premium increase to
law from climbing faster than So- care Part B in 2016 will pay a $159.30 for new beneficiaries. As

in previous years, high income beneficiaries will pay higher Medicare
Part B premiums. The Medicare
Part B deductible will increase from
$147 in 2015 to $166 in 2016.
Bigger saver’s
credit threshold
It will be slightly easier to
qualify for the saver’s credit in
2016. The adjusted gross income
limit to claim the credit will climb
by $250 to $30,750 for individuals
and by $500 to $61,500 for married
couples. “The Saver’s Credit is a tax
credit above and beyond the advantage of tax-deferred savings when
contributing to a 401(k), 403(b) or
IRA,” says Catherine Collinson,
president of the Transamerica Center for Retirement Studies. This
valuable tax credit for low- and
moderate-income retirement savers
is worth between 10 and 50 percent
of the amount contributed to a retirement account up to $2,000 for
individuals and $4,000 for couples.
*****
Emily Brandon is the senior editor for Retirement at U.S. News. She
is the author of “Pensionless: The
10-Step Solution for a Stress-Free
Retirement.” You can contact her
on Twitter @aiming2retire, circle
her on Google+ or email her at
ebrandon@usnews.com.

What You
Need To
Know
By Dr Nina Radcliff

How To Come
Out Victorious at
Holiday Parties
By Nina Radcliff, MD
The holiday season is here! And
with it comes holiday parties and
events —those wondrous and festive times to enjoy friends, loved
ones and socialize with co-workers.
It’s just not surprising to see our
calendars filling up throughout
November into December and even
extending well into January with
dinners, parties and events where
yummy foods and treats will be
front and center.
And for all of us who are watching our weight, holiday events can
all too often serve up a real tantalizing threat to shatter the progress
we have made with our healthy
goals. It can even leave us with an
unwanted memento of a few extra
pounds that we carry into our new
year. Bah-Humbug!
Now is the time to take action
and plan as we may be tempted to
think, “Oh, I will get rid of any
added pounds after the first of the
year” ...but research shows that
rarely ever happens. In fact, studies show the average American
gains 1 to 2 pounds during the holiday season — and, those extra
pounds are more likely to become
permanent baggage. Let’s take a
look at some strategies to balance
enjoying the festivities while fending off unwanted weight gain.
Never go to a party hungry
This is a recipe for disaster.
When we are hungry the body’s
hormone, ghrelin, surges and can

make us ravenous. We are more
likely to grab and eat high calorie,
high fat, and high salt foods to
quench our hunger. Having a light
snack can tame our cravings. And
when we choose our pre-party
snack, be strategic. Avoid simple,
sugary foods that are quickly digested and will leave us hungry
soon after. Snacks that are rich in
protein (a slice of turkey, non-fat
yogurt, cheese) and fiber (fruit,
veggies, nuts) will leave us feeling
full longer, a term called satiated.
Bring a healthy dish
Going to a holiday party when
watching your weight, may seem
like playing Russian Roulette. Instead of having selections only of
high-calorie-laden (often too with
higher sodium, fats and sugar)
foods or treats, consider bringing a
healthy dish as a backup plan. Other
partygoers are bound to appreciate,
and benefit from, your efforts!
Appetizers
Snacking at a holiday party can
be like walking through a field of
landmines—it’s possible, but there
is danger everywhere! Many favorite appetizers are laden with calories, fat, and salt. Be cautious with
creamy dips such as spinach artichoke, sliders (on average one
slider with cheese and sauce contains 400 calories, 25 grams of fat,
and 700 mg of sodium), chicken
wings and their tasty sidekick,
ranch sauce, and potato chips.
The key to success may be com-

ing up with a battle plan. Before you
go in, decide if you will be indulging in some not-so-good-for-you
appetizers but make sure that you
limit your portion size. Or decide
if you will be sticking with healthy
options such as fruit and veggies.
Socialize more
and snack less
Expect food, lots of it, and
people you may not see often. Take
the time to talk to and catch up with
friends, loved ones, and co-workers. And do so away from the food
area where you may be tempted to
graze while catching up and enjoying your conversation.
Watch out for
calories in alcohol
A glass of wine contains approximately 125 calories, a martini
130 calories, and a beer 153 calories. And many holiday parties offer the seasonal treat of eggnog.
One cup of rum eggnog contains
nearly 400 calories, 12 grams of fat,
and 37 grams of carbohydrates!
Additionally, alcohol lowers your
inhibitions making you less likely
to steer clear of calorie traps or
avoid overeating.
Not everything is meant for
our consumption
Holiday parties may mimic a
buffet with the variety of foods
available to us. But variety can be
a disaster waiting to happen to our
diets. Remind ourselves that it is not
necessary to sample each and every dish.
Portion control
The holidays do come around
once a year and it would be unfair
not to indulge, a little bit. “Sample”
those fun holiday delights so you
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do not feel deprived. That includes tion of lots of extra calories and fat.
the creamy mashed potatoes, fried To prevent this, eat slowly and enturkey, and grandma’s pecan pie joy our food’s aroma and taste.
that she spent hours making. HowCommit now to a holiday in
ever, rely on healthy choices such which you manage not to gain any
as salads, veggies, and lean meats weight, before it’s time to resolve
to fill you up. Consider using a to lose all that weight (and so much
smaller plate so there is less room more) again. At our holiday events,
to keep piling on the food and it let’s eat strategically by opting for
appears that there is more.
low calorie protein rich food and
Friendly reminders
we will avoid rapid weight gain this
Interventions such as getting holiday season.
emails, texts, or phone calls can reThere are tons of festivities and
mind us to stay on track with eat- beautiful memories to be had at
ing healthy during the busy holiday holiday parties. Strategic planning
season and when we are at parties. can help us make wise choices withAlong with some great apps to help out losing out on the cheer. Happy
us track, some ideas include putting holidays — enjoy!!
it on our calendars, setting our smart
This article is for general inforphone alarm clocks, sending auto- mation only and should not be used
mated daily emails to ourselves and for the diagnosis or treatment of
loved ones, leaving notes around medical conditions and cannot subthe home with encouraging mes- stitute for the advice from your
sages, and pairing up with a buddy medical professional. Dr. Nina has
to send and receive motivational used all reasonable care in compilreminders.
ing the current information but it
Take your time
may not apply to you and your
It takes our body 20 minutes to symptoms. Always consult a doctor
realize that we are full. During that or other health care professional for
lag time, we may become victim to diagnosis and treatment of medical
overindulgence and the accumula- conditions.
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EarthTalk is written and edited by Roddy Scheer and Doug Moss
and is a registered trademark of E - The Environmental Magazine (www.emagazine.com). Send questions to:
earthtalk@emagazine.com. Subscribe: www.emagazine.com/
subscribe; Free Trial Issue: www.emagazine.com/trial.
Dear Earthtalk: The holidays
can be so wasteful. What are some
ways we can green our celebrations this year? — Belinda
McHugh, Los Angeles, CA
Sipping eggnog, listening to carols by the fire and enjoying the
beauty of colorfully decorated
homes are all warm memories the
holiday season conjures. Yet with
the rising popularity of Black Friday and Cyber Monday, millions of
people are now increasingly absorbed in the season’s commercialism. The National Retail Federation
estimates that holiday sales this
year will add up to $630.5 billion.
All of this shopping generates a lot
of trash. According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA), Americans throw away approximately one million extra tons
of trash between Thanksgiving and
New Year’s Day.
“Simplify the Holidays,” an ebooklet from the Center for a New
American Dream (CNAD), reports
that nine in 10 Americans believe
holidays should be more about family and caring for others, not giving and receiving gifts, yet the average U.S. consumer plans to spend
more this year—about $805—on
holiday shopping than last year. To
help provide meaningful ways to
have fun with less stuff this season,
“Simplify the Holidays” includes
ideas for simple gifts, low-waste
wrapping, ways to connect with
your children during the holidays,
and more. Readers are asked to
“consider creating holidays that instill more meaning into the season
and encourage more sharing, laughter, creativity and personal renewal.”
“It’s not about depriving yourself of things during the holiday
season,” Wen Lee, director of
online media and engagement with
CNAD, emphasizes. “It’s about refocusing on things that really matter, and reducing stress.”
Additional easy, stress-free ways
to respect the environment during
the holidays include carrying reusable totes when shopping for gifts,
and using LED lights, which last
20-30 years and require 1/50th the
electricity of conventional lights for
decorating your tree or home. According to CalRecycle, the 2.6 billion holiday cards sold each year
could fill a football field 10 stories
high — fortunately, the multitude
of e-cards available on the web today provide a no-waste alternative.
Further, the 33 million Christmas trees the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) estimates
are sold in North America each year

don’t have to end up in landfills —
some areas have recycling programs that turn Christmas trees into
wood chips and mulch, and some
companies will home-deliver fullsize, potted live trees and pick them
up after New Year’s and re-plant
them. And with nearly 60 percent
of Americans admitting they re-

LED lights use 1/50th the electricity of conventional holiday lights and can last for three decades
ceive unwanted gifts during the The 2002 study, “What Makes for around materialistic aims like
holidays, asking friends and fam- a Merry Christmas?” by psycholo- spending and receiving, the less
ily what gifts they really need or gists Tim Kasser and Kennon they were focused on spiritual
want is an easy way to save waste Sheldon concluded that “family and aims... we also found people reand minimize time-consuming re- religion provided the greatest ben- ported ‘merrier’ Christmases when
turns.
efit to holiday well-being.” Kasser spirituality was a large part of their
Greening your holiday season recently told the American Psycho- holiday, but reported lower Christcertainly helps the environment, but logical Association (APA): “[Our mas well-being to the extent that the
research shows it is also good for study] found that to the extent holiday was dominated by materipersonal and family well-being. people focused their holiday season alistic aspects.”

PLACES TO GO
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QUICK GETAWAYS

Free Illuminate San Francisco
Festival of Light Tours

By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by San Francisco Travel,
Discovery Street Tours
Most tourists have seen San
Francisco’s famous landmarks but
for the first time FREE “Illumination Tours” will feature 12 of the
cities’ neighborhoods. It’s a bright,
festive, almost glowing San Francisco by night as you have never
seen the city before.
This Illumination Festival is a
combined effort of San Francisco
Travel, Discovery Street Tours and
the California Historical Society.
With this backing, you know these
free tours are filled with exciting
information worth seeing.
(www.illuminatesf.com)
These “Experiential Tours” include 27 dramatic, eco-friendly,
light art installations and the opportunity to speak to the artists with
exclusive access to the locations.
San Francisco awakens at dusk
as a signal that the tours begin.
North Beach and Embarcadero
Light Art Tour - Dec. 3, 2015, 6
p.m. at Jack Kerouac Alley near
Columbus Avenue. Motorized cable
car and walking tour. Tours end
with an optional visit to the
Exploratorium’s After Dark: Glow
event.
Central Market and Civic Center Light Art Tour - Dec. 10, 2015,
6 p.m. at the Federal Building, 90
Seventh St. Cable Car and walking
tour.
Dogpatch and Bayview Light
Art Tour - Dec. 11, 2015, 5:30 p.m.
at Museum of Craft and Design,
2569 Third St. Motorized cable car
and walking tour includes surprise
stops plus demonstration- the imagery appears animated due to the
programmed illumination of the
mural’s different colors.
Yerba Buena Museums Light
Art Tour - Dec. 17, 2015, 6 p.m. at
California Historical Society, 678
Mission St. Walking tour.
Illuminate Your Ride Light Art
Bike Tour - Dec. 20, 2015, 6 p.m.

at Cupid’s Span in Rincon Park,
Embarcadero. Take a fun and easy
illuminated bike ride on a mostly
flat, four to five mile route beginning at the bow-and-arrow sculpture Cupid’s Span. The route passes
holiday light and light art works
with brief stops for socializing
along the way.
The third annual Illuminate SF
Festival of Light (December 3,
2015-Jan. 1, 2016). Associated with
light art festivals around the world
by the prestigious Lighting Urban
Community International (LUCI).
www.luciassociation.org/festivalsamericas.
Reservations: Go to http://
illuminatesf.com/posts/sto/guidedtours for full tour details.
San Francisco ranges from

History of Lights
quaint to modern to adventuresome tion: 415-391-2000.
as each street holds an excitement
Award-winning
Sandy
all of its own. I walked from Mar- Zimmerman is a syndicated columket Street to Fisherman’s Warf and nist featuring Show and Dining redidn’t even mind the distance be- views, travel, health, spas, luxury
cause this provided me with time and more. Sandy is talk show host
to really experience San Francisco.
When you are not taking the Illuminate San Francisco Festival of
Lights Tour, there is a beauty in seeing San Francisco’s historic buildings, a chance to enjoy Broadway
shows, night clubs, world-class restaurants and enough shopping to
suit everyone.
After many visits and living in a
condo at Fisherman’s Wharf with
views of Alcatraz for 6 months, San
Francisco has been one of my favorite cities.
San Francisco Travel Associa-

of the Las Vegas Today Show programs and Discover the Ultimate
Vacation travel specials. If you wish
information, have questions about
any of Sandy’s articles, call (702)
731-6491.

Bay Bridge Lights.

Illuminated Building.

Illuminated Building.

Illuminated Building.
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LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE CLASSIFIEDS
SPECIAL OFFERS

HOUSING

COMPUTER REPAIR

HELP WANTED

LEGAL HELP

Personal Assistant Needed
Personal Assistant needed to organize
and help with basic computer skills.
Needed to be good with organization.
Willing to Pay $450 per week.
Contact
Mikemayer2006@gmail.com
for more information.

HEALTH

Health Care Facility Administrator

Cyril Ovuworie, M.D., P.C. d/b/a Red Moon Dialysis
is seeking a Health Care Facility Administrator.
Develops procedures; payroll, HR functions;
coordinates health services; supervises staff. Must
have Bachelor’s Degree (any field) or foreign equiv.
and 24 months exp. in Office Mgmt. Location: Las
Vegas, NV (Clark County). If interested, mail resume
to: Thelma Marshall, Cyril Ovuworie, M.D., P.C., d/
b/a Red Moon Dialysis, 900 S. Main St., Las Vegas,
NV 89101.

SPECIAL OFFERS

DONATE YOUR CAR
1-800-968-3660

CHAT LINES

TELEVISION OFFERS

