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This debate was a real debate
By Las Vegas Tribune staff
The fourth Republican debate
that took place on Tuesday night in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin ended
sharply at eight o’clock with a big
round of applause for all the contenders participating in it.
Every contender on that stage
had something to contribute to the
rebuilding of the new America; every contender offered the best ideas

My Point
of View
By Rolando Larraz

I am a bully, a bad one but a
bully.
I was very surprised when I got
back from my birthday party in
California and two people alerted
me to the attacks of a Granny who
wears a variety of hats — like activist, public relations manager,
publicist and, of course, campaign
manager — when she is not in the
hospital or in Alaska.
Let me make it clear that this is
not the Las Vegas Tribune Editorial, this is MY point of View, my
opinion, and I believe that as long
as I live in this almost-free country, I am entitled to my own opinion and to express it regardless of
how many people read this column
and regardless of how much
“power” Granny believes she has
as she treated me on MY Facebook
time line.
I have always maintained that I
am not a businessman and now I
have to declare myself a lousy bully,
as well, because if it is true what
Granny said that I bully people to
advertise in the Las Vegas Tribune,
looking at the amount of local advertisements the newspaper has, it
clearly shows that the bully thesis
is not working too well, which demonstrates that I am not a good bully.
Deepening a little more into my
inability as a bully, I looked into the
last election and found out that the
majority of the candidates that the
newspaper endorsed or supported
did not place advertisements with
the publication or the radio station
owned by me and me alone.
As a way of disclaimer, to make
it clear once again, I would like to
remind Granny that I DO NOT participate in the endorsement process
and to reinforce once again my position, I try not to even be in the
building when the endorsement
committee is at work.
In fact, this newspaper endorsed
Judge Bill Gonzalez, who could not
be bullied because he already had a
bully for a campaign manager; my
choice would have been Denise
Gentile, but because I am a bad
bully, I was bullied out by the same
endorsement committee that
Granny thinks I control — and by
the way, Judge Gonzalez’s bully
campaign manager did not allow
him to advertise in the Las Vegas
Tribune, but there was a sign in support of him in front of the
newspaper’s office. Yet I am a bully,
and a bad one, but a bully nevertheless. None of the three female
county commissioners running in
(See My Point of View, Page 2)

heard in a long time and every one
of those candidates showed themselves to be very well qualified to
make America great again.
Political experts called the debate a more civil affair than the
battle royal that described last
month’s CNBC debate. This latest
debate focused on the economy,
jobs and taxes, and most candidates
took the opportunity to talk num-

bers related to their plans, with a
hefty dose of foreign policy mixed
in.
Marco Rubio and Ted Cruz, the
two Cuban-American candidates,
came out winners in this last debate,
talking about immigration,
economy and foreign policy, but
Chris Stirewalt and Howard Kurtz
both told Megyn Kelly that they
also see Ben Carson as the winner.

There is no doubt that this fourth
Republican debate has proved the
quality and the qualifications of
every one of the Republican candidates, including the ones on the
small stage in the early evening.
These who watched the debate
saw the line-up change as Rubio,
Cruz, Fiorina, Carson and Trump,
with Governor Chris Christie from
the under-card. Cruz very passion-

ately told the audience that the
safety of the nation should be protected, and he brought up the fact
that “You think defending this nation is expensive? Try not defending it. That’s a lot more expensive,”
gaining the moments of the night.
Carly Fiorina sent a very real
message:
“Isn’t it sad that we have come
(See Debate, Page 7)

Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas) is trying to force the Obama administration’s
hand to label the Muslim Brotherhood as a foreign terrorist organization.
fined as an act of insulting or show- lished punishments for anyone who
ing contempt or lack of reverence is irreverent towards holy people
for God. Shariah law has estab- such as Prophet Muhammad, reli-

gious artifacts, or anyone who criticizes Islam. Under Shariah law any
criticism of Islam in writings, art,
poetry, graphic depictions of
Muhammad or any negative comments of the Quran is severely punished with fines, flogging, imprisonment, or even death.
Rashad Hussain and
the Organization of
Islamic States
The Organization of Islamic
States made up of 57 Muslim countries has demanded for years that
non-Muslim nations punish through
laws those that criticize Islam or use
blasphemy even though that is in
violation of the freedom of speech
and freedom of the press of Western nations. On February 13, 2010,
President Obama appointed Rashad
Hussain, who was Deputy Associ(See Muslim Bill, Page 6)

the U.S. Supreme Court.
Meanwhile, the Deferred Action
for Parents of Americans and Lawful Permanent Residents, or DAPA,
is supposed to be blocked, as well
as an expansion of eligibility of
Deferred Action for Childhood Ar-

rivals, or DACA, that was tacked
onto the DAPA memo.
The opinion penned by Judge
Jerry E. Smith said, “The INA’s
(Immigration and Nationality Act)
careful employment-authorization
scheme ‘protect[s] against the dis-

placement of workers in the United
States,’ and a ‘primary purpose in
restricting immigration is to preserve jobs for American workers.’
DAPA would dramatically increase
the number of aliens eligible for
(See Immigration, Page 7)

By Rolando Larraz
Las Vegas Tribune
The Feeley family owned a
home on Lake Winnipesaukee in
New Hampshire and paid taxes on
it since 1965; the home was transferred to the Trustee of the spendthrift Trust in 1992.
The spendthrift Trust should
have protected the real property
from any inalienable actions, but a
New Hampshire Probate Judge allowed the State of Nevada to assume jurisdiction of the Trust as-

set. This action violates a multitude
of state and federal laws.
The New Hampshire Supreme
Court has issued an Order essentially giving away State sovereignty
to Nevada and the Las Vegas Tribune has just learned that the New
Hampshire Attorney General has
failed to take any action, thereby not
enforcing State statutes and laws.
In 2014 the New Hampshire
Supreme Court made a ruling that
misstated a statute that reads when
a vacancy occurs, a person named

in the trust must be appointed first.
When the New Hampshire Supreme Court changed the word
from must to should, which altered
the entire meaning of the law, it was
something the state legislators
should never have allowed to happen; Clark Feeley told the Las Vegas Tribune that when he asked
State Majority Leader Jeb Bradley
about the legality of the court
changing the wording of the statute, Senator Bradley told him that
(See Feeley, Page 4)

Cruz/Díaz-Balart Bill and the Danger of
the Muslim Brotherhood to our Security
By Frank de Varona
Bear Witness Central
Under Shariah law there are limited personal freedoms, such as
freedom of speech, thought, press,
artistic expression, and religion is
strictly regulated. Music, art, movies, and literature are either tightly
controlled or completely banned.
Muslims maintain that Islam is the
one and only religion for the world.
In the strictest interpretation of
Shariah law, non-Muslims are to be
converted, subjugated, or treated as
prisoners. When dealing with nonMuslims, Shariah law allows Muslims to lie, if in doing so it benefits
Islam. Shariah law takes precedence over all local or national laws
including a country’s Constitution.
Shariah law prescribes harsh
punishments for stealing, adultery,
and blasphemy. Blasphemy is de-

Circuit court slaps down Obama’s
executive overreach on immigration
By Thomas Mitchell
The 5th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals has affirmed an injunction
issued by a Texas judge in response
to a lawsuit filed by 26 states —
including Nevada — seeking to
overturn Obama’s executive fiat
blocking deportation of millions of
illegal immigrants and granting
them work permits and other benefits.
Though the administration argued Obama’s memos merely allowed prosecutorial discretion on a
case-by-case basis in enforcing immigration law, the three-judge panel
ruled (2-1) that this was merely a
pretext and Obama has essentially
rewritten the law. The ruling noted
that only 5 percent out of 723,000
applicants for legal residency were
denied.
The Obama administration today said it would appeal the ruling

Corruption is a disease that spreads

FROM THE DESK OF GORDON MARTINES

Police corruption exists only if it is condoned
and tolerated by upper police management
By Gordon Martines
No truer words were ever spoken, allegedly by NYPD former
Detective Frank Serpico, in the
’70s, when he addressed and read a
statement to the KNAPP Police
Commission, in New York city. His
statement was with regard to the
corruption that he personally observed, heard, and was subjected to,

while serving as an officer in the
NYPD.
I too, also observed, heard and
was subjected to this type of corruption within the LVMPD, and
was targeted for unlawful employment termination because I refused
to lie and help cover up for the police administration corruption. (For
reference see Javon Carter case in

April of 2010.)
So far, the LVMPD Administration needs to believe that “Divine
Providence” is on their side, whenever and wherever they decide to
lie, criminally cover up, distort and
condemn certain events and people.
The reasoning for these unlawful
actions is triple-fold: i.e; money,
reputation, and malfeasance —

which includes the exposure of immense incompetence and corruption.
Probably the most significant
and egregious act of LVMPD corruption is the premeditated murder
of one of “ its own,” the beheading
murder of LVMPD Officer Kevin
Scott Dailey, in December of 2007,
(See From the Desk, Page 5)
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My Point of View
(Continued from Page 1)
the last election bought advertisements in the Las Vegas Tribune, but
all three were endorsed by the
newspaper. In fact, one of them,
Chris Giunchigliani, had her sign
in front of the newspaper’s office,
at my home and one at the Las Vegas Tribune General Manager’s
home, but I must have bullied her
to place those signs there for free.
Yet remember, I am a bully, a bad
one, but a bully nevertheless.
Judge Adriana Escobar is another one with a bully for a campaign manager who the Las Vegas
Tribune endorsed even after I made
a fool of myself by writing the
wrong information about her. But I
am a bully, a bad one, but still a
bully.
“Rolando can print all the nasty
opinions he wants of me, I support
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free speech, but should it cross the
line to harassment or lies, and even
one person calls me or tells me of
the story, I will then respond with
all my fire power,” she said, but I
have no opinion of her to write
about.
I may have an opinion of her
work, but if she is lucky enough to
get clients who may have the compassion to hire her and mold themselves to her work method, good for
her.
“I will then respond with all my
fire power,” she ended her attack
on me, and I started shaking so bad
that I might’ve had a nervous breakdown, I am so scared of her threat
that if I had any money I would hire
bodyguards to protect me. But I am
the bully.
If no one reads the Las Vegas
Tribune and no one listens to Radio Tribune, why did she bring the
candidate she hired to run against
Councilman Ricky Barlow to ap-

pear on our radio station? Why did
she appear herself on at least two
occasions on MY radio station?
After all, I’m a bully — a bad one,
I admit, but still a bully.
If we were only to endorse those
who spend money with us, none of
those who I have mentioned above
would have been endorsed because
none of them spent a single dime
with this newspaper that I so passionately created to fight corruption
and abuse by anyone who is elected
to serve the people of this community. If I am that despicable, why
on October 20, 2014, her client took
the time to go to our office and
present us with a plaque thanking
us for our “hard work, dedication,
and commitment to the city of Las
Vegas” signed by every member of
the city council and the mayor, including her client. But I am a bully,
a bad one, but still a bully.
Is she saying now that those honorable elected officials changed

their mind about me and the Las
Vegas Tribune, or that they were
lying when they signed that beautiful plaque?
It is all a matter of opinion of
who the bully is, but I am too much
of a gentlemen to argue with a
woman, much less with an ill and
elderly woman, I will let her tell the
story her way as she wants it to be
and I will reserve my opinion for
when I write about the clients con-

trolled by her. After all, remember:
I am a bully, but thank goodness, a
bad one.
My name is Rolando Larraz, and
as always, I approved this column.
Rolando Larraz is Editor in
Chief of the Las Vegas Tribune. His
column appears weekly in this
newspaper. To contact Rolando
Larraz,
email
him
at:
Rlarraz@lasvegastribune.com or
at 702-272-4634.
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Quote of the Week:

“Gratitude can transform
common days into thanksgivings,
turn routine jobs into joy, and
change ordinary opportunities
into blessings.”
—William Arthur Ward

Please Note:

Although the Las Vegas Tribune
is open to all and sundry opinions about what we publish, we
wish to inform all those who
choose to submit their opinions
in writing to refrain from threatening anyone about whom an article is written or the writer of
the article. In other words, any
opinions containing threats will
not be published. We thank you
for adhering to this policy.

MISSION
STATEMENT

We search for the truth, embrace the truth, and print the truth.
If we inadvertently print something that is not true, we will let
our readers know. We are open to
documented information to shed
light on any issue of concern to
our readers. We are of service to
our community, and it is our intention to serve our community
the best way we can.

RECEIVE A FREE COPY OF THE LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE EVERY WEEK!
To receive a complimentary link to every new issue of the Las Vegas Tribune, please send
an email to circulation@lasvegastribune.com and give us the email address where you
would like your copy sent. We look forward to having you as a subscriber to our publication.
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2nd Annual Art2 Downtown Arts Festival benefits
‘CIDP Will Not Win’ Foundation Saturday, Nov. 14

Free 2nd annual ART2 Downtown Arts Festival is a one-day art
festival celebrating the best independent artists, contemporary
craftsmen, and designers from
around the Las Vegas Valley.
Includes artists’ booths, live
painting, entertainment, kid’s arts &
crafts activities, music and performers, food trucks. Silent auction and
raffle.
WHERE: 18b Las Vegas Arts
District in downtown Las Vegas
(Parking lot next to Art Square)
1017 & 1025 South First Street,
directly north of The Arts Factory
WHEN: Saturday, November
14, 2015, 11:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.
PARKING: Free parking adjacent to the event
FOR CIDP: Portion of artist
and sponsor fees goes to CIDP and
all of silent auction and raffle.
Festival was inspired by a 12year-old, Jace Ricciuti, whose
mother (a local artist and business
owner) has a rare immune disorder
called CIDP (Chronic Inflammatory Demyelinating Polyneuropathy). At 12, Jace has decided to take
matters into his own hands after
watching his mother suffer from the
rare disease and created a foundation named after his battle cry
“CIDP Will Not Win”.
The foundation raises funds for
treatment for those affected by the
disease and to support further research efforts. Jace says, “My goal
is to raise $800 million dollars for
all the people in the world that have
CIDP to receive treatment.”
*****
Public invited to weigh in on
Main Street Signature
Sculpture choices
The public is invited to watch the
four finalists for the Main Street
Signature Sculpture commission
give brief presentations of their
projects Tuesday, Nov. 17, beginning at 6 p.m. at the Historic Fifth
Street School Auditorium, 401 S.
Fourth St. The winning artist or artist team will be awarded a $246,000
commission, sponsored by the city
of Las Vegas.
Finalists Luis Varela-Rico,
Mendre Sculptures (W. Randy
Mendre), Wayne Littlejohn, and
Zodiabula (Clemente Cicoria, Drew
Gregory and Zak Ostrowski), are
competing for their work to be
showcased on the traffic island at
South Main and Commerce streets.
Attendees will have the opportunity to submit written responses
to the presentations. The comments
will be shared with the selection
panel before the final decision is
made.
Installation of the winning artwork is expected by December
2016.
For more information, contact
the city of Las Vegas’ Purchasing
& Contracts Division at 702-2291826.
*****
Vets can get 50-percent
discount on transit passes
with Veterans Reduced Fare
program year-round
In honor of the dedicated military men and women who have
served the nation, the Regional
Transportation Commission of
Southern Nevada (RTC) is providing complimentary rides on Veterans Day. Active military service
members and veterans may ride any
RTC Transit fixed-route service for
free from 12 a.m. to 11:59 p.m. on
Wednesday, Nov. 11, with a military or veterans identification card

from any state.
Although Veterans Day is celebrated once a year, the RTC honors local veterans with the Veterans
Reduced Fare program all year
long. The program provides a 50percent discount on full-fare pricing for all RTC Transit fixed routes,
enhancing access to public transportation valley-wide. To participate in the Veterans Reduced Fare
program, all eligible local veterans
can apply for a RTC-issued ID card
to be shown when purchasing reduced-fare transit passes and
swiped through the farebox when
boarding. The discounted passes
allow veterans to purchase a single
ride for $1, 2-Hour pass for $1.50,
24-Hour pass for $2.50, 15-Day
pass for $17 and 30-Day pass for
$32.50 on the fixed-route transit
system.
In addition, the RTC provides
effective and efficient transportation to veterans in Southern Nevada
through the Veterans Medical
Transportation Network for Senior
& Disabled Veterans (VMTN) program. The service provides veterans with transportation to VA clinics, primary care physicians and the
Veterans Medical Center. The firstcome, first-serve program operates
Monday through Friday from 7 a.m.
to 5 p.m. and appointments can be
scheduled by calling (702) 678VETS (8387).
For more information on the
RTC and Specialized Services for
veterans, please visit rtcsnv.com or
call (702) 228-RIDE (7433).
*****
Marco’s Pizza of Las Vegas
Celebrates Ah!thentic
Grand Opening
Marco’s Pizza in Las Vegas will
kick off its grand opening with free
pizza slices, a photo booth, face
painting, free gift cards, a balloon
artist, contests and prizes. Enter to
win free pizza for a year when you
buy a large one-topping pizza for
just $4.99.
Marco’s Pizza, the nation’s fastest growing pizza company and
only national pizza chain founded
by a native Italian. Marco’s has
made its name in the growing $40
billion pizza industry by producing
fresh, authentic, handmade pizza.
Marco’s Pizza, is located at 3400
S. Hualapai Way, Las Vegas.

11 a.m. to 11 p.m., Saturday,
Nov. 14
—Free Pizza 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
—Family Fun 2-5 p.m.
—Photo Booth 5-8 p.m.
—Prizes and Giveaways 8-11
p.m.
*****

Local Kiddie Academy
child care learning center
promotes community
involvement by
hosting event
Kiddie Academy of Henderson
is hosting their Grand Opening
event in the community on Saturday, November 7, 2015 and the public is invited.
The event will be held from
11:00am to 3:00pm at 870
Coronado
Center
Drive,
Henderson, Nevada and will be free
for attendees, said Ricardo
Mogollon, Owner of Kiddie Academy of Henderson.
“We welcome all Hendersonarea residents to attend this event,
which is sure to be very informative, so that they are familiar with
our services and learn hands-on
what we are all about,” Mogollon
said. “We hope our community involvement with this event will
spread our name to local residents

seeking quality child care for their
children.”
The event will include activities
for the entire family: face painting,
balloon sculptures, arts and crafts,
refreshments and much more.
Kiddie Academy, founded in
1981, began with the idea to combine learning with child care, and
made a commitment to be a leader
in the industry. Kiddie Academy has
developed a comprehensive education-based child care program for
its academies, which are structured
to respond to the increasing demand
for child care. The Henderson location utilizes a curriculum created
to promote each child’s intellectual,
social, physical and emotional
growth. According to Mogollon, the
programs emphasize continuous,
open communication between
teachers and parents concerning
each child’s development.
“Not only will those who attend
our Grand Opening event learn
about what we have to offer, they
will also see how much fun it is for
the children who are a part of the
Kiddie Academy family,”
Mogollon added. “The variety of
activities available here at the
Henderson location is endless and
they encourage children to learn,
play and explore.
For more information about
Kiddie Academy of Henderson,
please contact Ricardo Mogollon at
(702) 333-1177.
*****
City of Las Vegas Cultural
Arts November 2015
Calendar of Events
PROGRAMS SUBJECT
TO CHANGE
Contra Dancing (ages 8+)
Saturday, Nov. 21, group lesson
6:30 p.m.; dance 7 to 10 p.m.
Cost: $10 adults; $5 students/
military; $3 children and non-dancers. Pay at the door.
Charleston Heights Arts Center,
800 S. Brush St., 702-229-6383.
Dance to a live acoustic band
playing joyful tunes, driving reels
and a waltz or two. All dances are
taught and called; newcomers and
families welcome. No need to bring
a partner. Wear comfortable flatsoled shoes and casual clothing.
These dances are presented by the
Southern Nevada Old Time Contra
Dancers, a nonprofit volunteer organization. Call ahead, dates are
subject to change.
For more information, call 702656-9513 or go online to
www.lasvegascountrydance.org.
***
West Las Vegas Arts Center
Winter 2016 Class Registration
(all ages)
Registration Nov. 28, 2015 —
Jan. 2, 2016, for six-week session
of classes Jan. 6-Feb. 13, 2016.
West Las Vegas Arts Center, 947
W. Lake Mead Blvd., 702-2294800.
Cultural arts classes offered include African Dance for Children,
African Dance for Teens/Adults,
African Drum, Ballet — Children,
Ballet — Beginner/Intermediate,
Ballet — Intermediate/Advanced,
Modern Dance — Intermediate,
Hip Hop/Funk, Capoeira/Martial
Arts, Audio Engineering, Private
Piano/Voice lessons, Private Percussion — Drum Set lessons, and
the Cultural Arts Ensembles —
Children’s African Dance & Drum
and Performance Ensemble. To register, or for more information, call
702-229-4800
or
visit
www.artslasvegas.org/events/
register.htm.
***
Exhibitions
Grand Gallery
Las Vegas City Hall, Grand Gallery, 495 S. Main St., first floor.
This space will feature “City by
Design” city development informational exhibits until the spring of
2016. Please continue to check at
www.artslasvegas.org for future
exhibit dates in this space, as well
as all of the city art gallery spaces.
***
“In Focus: Downtown
Architecture” Exhibition
Through Nov. 19, Monday-Friday, 7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., closed
weekends and holidays.
Free and open to the public.
Las Vegas City Hall Chamber
Gallery, 495 S. Main St., second
floor.
The photographs in this exhibit

are by Jennifer Burkart and Ryan
Reason (collectively known as
Square Shooting Professional Photography). They were chosen by the
city of Las Vegas Office of Cultural
Affairs to capture 25 architecturally
significant buildings in downtown
Las Vegas, with the intent of highlighting structures that not only
shape the landscape of the city but
also speak to the history and unique
atmosphere that is often overlooked
by both visitors and residents alike.
Lovingly selected and captured
over a nine-month period, this collection of images is a celebration
of architecture and civic pride. Call
702-229-1012 for more information.
***
“It Happened Like This”
Exhibition
Through Nov. 25, 2015.
Free admission. Exhibit open 10
a.m. to 6 p.m. Oct. 17, and by appointment.
Historic Fifth Street School
Mayor’s Gallery, 401 S. Fourth St.,
702-229-1012.
This year, for the Vegas Valley
Book Festival, this annual exhibit
in the Mayor’s Gallery will include
mostly local artists who will re-interpret the literary influences of
“narrative” and “mystery.” They
have been asked to write in their
own words, use a book for their
muse, or a true crime story that has
been influenced by mystery and
narrative and re-interpret their literary influence using their artwork.
Invited artists include Montana
Black, Sam Davis, Gig Depio,
MaryAnn Ferguson, Michael
Griesgraber, Richard Frost, Bobbie
Ann Howell, Kim Johnson, Peter
Mengert, Shelbi Schroeder, Nanda
Sharifpour, Casey Southard, and
C.A. Traen. Call 702-229-1012 for
more information and appointment.
***
“Faded Glory” Exhibition
Artist Rafael Blanco
Through Jan. 9, 2016; Wednesday-Friday, 12:30 to 9 p.m., and
Saturday, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.; closed
Sunday-Tuesday and holidays. Reception to be determined.
Free admission and open to the
public.
Charleston Heights Arts Center,
800 S. Brush St., 702-229-6383.
This exhibition explores American patriotism seen from different
cultural perspectives and uses of the
American flag. Call 702-229-1012
for more information.
***
“Seapeople... Voices from the
Deep” Exhibition
Artist N’Gabre Pitts
Nov. 21, 2015, to Jan. 9, 2016
Meet-the-Artist Reception Saturday, Nov. 21, 2 to 5 p.m.
Free and open to the public.
West Las Vegas Arts Center
Community Gallery, 947 W. Lake
Mead Blvd., 702-229-4800.
The public is invited to enter the
elusive, deep-sea cavern of the ancient mythological sea people. The
sea people are a peaceful, reclusive
people who have been in existence
since time began, since the planet
was completely covered with water, before the creation of man. They
exist to monitor the planet; they are
the sages, the timekeepers.
“Seapeople” is an ongoing art
installaion dedicated to peace. It has
been documenting our events and
history since the Sept. 11, 2001,
tragedy. Seapeople are sea sculpture
assemblages, created from natural,
organic sea materials. Call 702229-4800 for more information or
visit www.artslasvegas.org/.
***
Public Employee Art Exhibit
Nov. 25, 2015, to Feb. 4, 2016;
hours Monday-Friday, 7 a.m. to
5:30 p.m.; closed weekends and
holidays.
Meet-the-Artists Reception Dec.
7, 3 to 5 p.m.
Free admission and open to the
public.
Las Vegas City Hall Chamber
Gallery, 495 S. Main St., second
floor.
This is an opportunity for all
public employees who practice art
in their spare time to show their artwork. Public employees submit up
to two pieces each, which are
curated by an artist or arts professional who does not work in the
public domain. Call 702-229-1012
for more information.
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Feeley

(Continued from Page 1)
he agrees, but he has a conflict because Judge Patten’s son went to
school with his (Bradley’s) son.
Governor Maggie Hassan has
failed to take any action either and
the State of New Hampshire has lost
all integrity.
Las Vegas Tribune’s Alexandra
Cohen predicted in an article
penned by her and published October 21, 2015 in the Las Vegas Tribune. that the corruption from the
west would spread and we can then
introduce our readers to Nevada
East when referring to New Hampshire.
Clark Feeley informed Las Vegas Tribune that Cleveland Waters
and Bass is a Trust law firm in Concord, New Hampshire that created
the Trust for the beneficiaries of the
Feeley family. The language of the
Trust complies with all common
principles of Trust formation. Trusts
are considered the last wishes of
persons designating how they desire their assets to be distributed at
passing. Being that the Trust was
created in New Hampshire and governed by their law, that State has
exclusive jurisdiction over all assets
with situs in New Hampshire. A
home located in New Hampshire is
undeniably within that state’s jurisdiction. No other state can control
the assets of another state’s Trust
or property. This has been the law
of the land for hundreds of years.
Pennoyer v. Neff (1878),
Livingston v. Jefferson (1811),
Hanson v. Denckla (1958).
Annotation 13 - Fourteenth
Amendment Jurisdiction
Generally — Jurisdiction may
be defined as the power to create
legal interests. In the famous case
of Pennoyer v. Neff, the Court
enunciated two principles of jurisdiction respecting the States in a
federal system. First, “every State
possesses exclusive jurisdiction and
sovereignty over persons and property within its territory,’’ and, second, “no State can exercise direct
jurisdiction and authority over persons or property without its territory.’’ Although these two principles were drawn from the writings
of Joseph Story refining the theories of continental jurists, the constitutional basis for them was
deemed to be in the due process
clause of the Fourteenth Amendment.
“New Hampshire, as well as
Nevada, promotes their state as being one of the best venues for creating and housing Trust assets. Creators rely upon Trust statutes and
state laws’ jurisdiction to protect
property within the State of New
Hampshire. If the state does not
aggressively defend all properties’
rights they are not doing their job,
and in fact are misrepresenting the
security that they guarantee,” says
Feeley.
Las Vegas Tribune considers this
is fraud that emanated from a corrupt Nevada legal system and we
report that wherever we find it.
The facts are that a Cashier’s
Check was bought to protect the
spendthrift Trust assets of a New
Hampshire Trust, explained Feeley.
The benefit of this Trust was promoted by Cleveland Waters and
Bass, but a corrupt Nevada Judge
made several Orders that had no
subject matter jurisdiction, and
New Hampshire State judges, Legislature, Judiciary, bank, and the
Governor should have known that
fact.
By allowing another state to control real property within their control and borders is either the height
of incompetency, or corruption.
New Hampshire allowed the theft
of Feeley family assets.
Clark Feeley, the named Trustee
in all New Hampshire Trust documents, has told all parties and this
newspaper editor that “the Nevada
Court had no subject matter jurisdiction.”
When that issue is raised all proceedings should be immediately put
on hold. The Nevada Judge would
not want to be put on hold. His
agenda was to seize the New Hampshire assets so that he could enrich
Nevada attorneys.
That is the corrupt system in
Nevada as reported by The Las Vegas Tribune in previous articles; the
New Hampshire Supreme Court
should have immediately ruled that
Nevada would not have subject
matter jurisdiction over a New
Hampshire spendthrift Trust.
Clark Feeley is the named
Trustee in the Trust document and
that is the law per NH 564-B:7-704;
the ruling that the Nevada Supreme
Court put forth was extremely in-

competent or worse — corrupt —
as explained by Feeley.
Either way the Judiciary loses
integrity. The Governor is the top
executive officer and must correct
fatal mistakes immediately. Checks
and balances is a fundamental principle of the three branches of government in any state’s Constitution.
The entire New Hampshire Trust
industry is in jeopardy.
New Hampshire Almanac >
State Government Overview
New Hampshire has three
branches of government. The Legislative Branch, known as the General Court, is composed of the state
senators and representatives; the
Executive Branch includes the
Governor, Executive Councilors
and State Agencies; and the Judicial Branch is made up of the courts.
Each branch of government is separate from the others yet has some
control over and is controlled by the
other two. This is known as a system of checks and balances. All
three branches derived their powers from the State’s Constitution
and the Constitution is controlled
by the people of the state.
The Las Vegas Tribune has received a copy of a letter sent to the
Attorney General of New Hampshire in which he has been asked to
enforce statutes and federal banking laws.

MARK S. DERBY
Cleveland Waters and Bass’s attorney, Mark Derby, has committed a Class “A” Felony by inducing a bank doing business in New
Hampshire to stop payment on a
Cashier’s Check. (18 U.S.C. 1014)
Further, he induced the bank to enter an agreement that stipulated that
the Cashier’s Check had been lost.
Clark Feeley has always had the
check in his possession. All parties
were aware of that fact and each

committed bank fraud (18U.S.C.
1344). Mark Derby’s actions are
extremely specious, considering
that he is the attorney for the law
firm that created the Trust to protect the Feeley family beneficiaries.
Instead of protecting the beneficiaries as required by law, they
chose to enrich their firm by accepting a kickback from funds illegally
sent to Nevada.
Those funds represent the corpus of the very Trust that they were
hired to create for beneficiary’s protection. The Governor, Legislature,
and Judiciary should immediately
disbar this illegal firm. Such an entity promoting Trust creation within
the State of New Hampshire is a
fraud, said Feeley.
Clark Feeley showed this newspaper a response from the New
Hampshire Attorney General in
which a paralegal suggested that
small claims should be contacted
because their office was not going
to enforce the laws of the State.
Competency of the Attorney
General comes into question when
an amount of $1,340,000 Cashier’s
Check is considered a small claim.
It appears that the New Hampshire
Attorney General has been corrupted by Nevada actions and by
not enforcing the laws of the land,
and New Hampshire enacted statutes as public policy have deprived
the Feeley family of property rights.
In the 2006 fall publication of
the NH Bar Journal an article estimating that 40,000,000,000 (trillion) dollars will be inherited by
baby boomers. The article suggested that New Hampshire would
be benefiting taxpayers if the State
could attract a significant amount
of those funds.
New Legislation passed and enacted by then Governor Lynch was
promoted as ensuring that New
Hampshire would be the leading
jurisdiction for Trust creation.
All elected officials in New
Hampshire should pay attention and
not allow the State to lose integrity.
Why would any New Hampshire
entity support a corrupt Judge and
unethical out-of-state lawyers? This
makes no sense to this editor.
The Las Vegas Tribune is informed that Governor Hassan is the
current Governor of New Hampshire and her ambitions include a
run for US State Senator. We wonder how she will do facing the vot-

ers if she has a record of not enforcing New Hampshire laws and
protecting spendthrift Trust property beneficiaries?
New Hampshire Gov. Maggie
Hassan on Monday announced she
is running for the U.S. Senate in
2016, setting off what’s expected to
be a fierce battle in the swing state
with incumbent Republican Sen.
Kelly Ayotte.

JOSEPH A. FOSTER

JEB BRADLEY
NH Senate Majority Leader
A record of corruption is not a
positive trait for a politician running
for office. The Las Vegas Tribune
has learned that Joseph Foster, the
New Hampshire Attorney General,
was appointed by Governor

Hassan. The Nevada Attorney General should be aware that the corruption rampant in the Nevada Judiciary has spread to New Hampshire. Nevada promotes itself as the
number one venue for Trust creation in the US.
The Nevada Judiciary lacks integrity and any promotion of Trust
creation advantage in Nevada is a
fraud. People beware. Numerous
officials are being made aware of
the illegal activity of the Nevada
Judiciary.
Next week’s Las Vegas Tribune
will report the progress of the disease of the spread of corruption in
Nevada, and New Hampshire.
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Obama never lets the facts get in the way of
his faith in the global warming apocalypse
By Thomas Mitchell
Never let the facts get in the way of the
optics. Obama has rejected construction of
the Keystone XL pipeline, it was in all the
papers.
The wire story that bannered the front of
the Las Vegas newspaper accurately quoted
Obama as saying the debate over the pipeline proposals was overinflated and, “All of
this obscured the fact that this pipeline would
neither be a silver bullet for the economy, as
was promised by some, nor the express lane
to climate disaster proclaimed by others.”
The story also stated matter-of-factly that
the “pipeline would have little impact on
greenhouse gas emissions.”
Define little. The State Department actually said that not building the pipeline would
increase greenhouse emissions by 28 to 42
percent more than if the pipeline were built,
because the tar sands oil would still be produced but shipped in a less clean manner.
The rejection of the pipeline has nothing
to do with whether it would be clean or dirty

From The Desk
(Continued from Page 1)
under former Sheriff Douglas
Gillespie’s watch.
In summary, Officer Kevin Scott
Dailey failed to show up for work
at the CCDC; no call/no show, in
the first week of November 2007.
Co-workers became concerned
when it was found out that no official report of any kind was initiated
and there was no effort to find out
what happened to Officer Dailey. In
the third week of November 2007,
Officer Dailey’s burned-out vehicle
was found in the desert area in
Henderson, Nevada, near Lake
Mead. Again, no official report was
initiated, this time by the Henderson
Police Department. Dismayed and
frustrated, officers, families and
friends formed a voluntary search
party to look for evidence related
to Officer Dailey’s disappearance
and the reason for his abandoned
burned-out personal vehicle. A
search pattern was started and was
soon terminated when searchers
found Officer Dailey’s severed head
openly laying on the desert floor
approximately 300 feet from where
his vehicle was originally found.
Henderson Police were notified,
and they, along with the LVMPD
Intelligence Section (instead of the
LVMPD Homicide section) arrived
at the scene and immediately took
over. The LVMPD Intelligence section ordered that all in the search
party remain silent about these
events, and not to contact the news
media, radio, TV, newspaper, or
magazines — or anyone else — of
the circumstances of this incident.
I later found out that the autopsy
report for Officer Dailey was removed from the data banks of the
Clark County Coroners Office and
his cause of death was listed as
“Undetermined.” Maybe I am too
old fashioned, but if I were in
charge, I would have taken this
whole town apart to find LVMPD
Officer Dailey’s killers.
Understand that I am only the
messenger of this egregious act. I
learned of these facts and circumstances during legal depositions in
June/July of 2013. Witnesses testifying under Oath related these
events along with other illegal
criminal acts committed by the
LVMPD, which were pursuant to
my 2011 Federal Lawsuit against
the (LVMPD, Sheriff Douglas
Gillespie, et al), and fourteen other
high ranking police officials. My
2011 Federal Lawsuit was later dismissed in March of 2014, by Federal Judge George Foley Jr., citing
lack of merit. Unfortunately, I
didn’t have the $150,000 needed to
appeal the lawsuit.
Immediately upon hearing of
these facts and circumstances, I prepared a letter asking for help in investigating this murder and sent this
letter to the following: U. S.
Attorney’s Office, the Nevada Attorney General, the Sheriff of Clark
County, the Clark County District
Attorneys Office, Senator Dean
Heller, Senator Harry Reid, Rep Joe
Heck, Federal Bureau of Investigation, and the United States Justice
Department. The only entity that
responded was the FBI, special
agent Joseph Dickey, who contacted me in August of 2013, and
requested all legal depositions,
taken in June/July of 2013. I complied, through my attorney David
Otto, Esq. who sent the depositions
via electronic venue. Since that
time, there has been no contact from
the FBI regarding my letter, asking
for help. This is no surprise as the
FBI is not in the habit of sharing

Obama rejects Keystone XL pipeline with Joe Biden and John Kerry at his side.
or produce good jobs, but perception. Obama mate change. And frankly, approving this
said:
project would have undercut that global leadAmerica is now a global leader when it ership. And that’s the biggest risk we face —
comes to taking serious action to fight cli- not acting.

information prior to indictment.
Allegedly, the top officials that are
complicit in the Dailey murder are
former Sheriff Bill Young, former
Sheriff Douglas Gillespie, and current Sheriff Joe Lombardo, and of
course all their underlings that assisted directly or indirectly in the
commission and cover-up of this
egregious and despicable murderous act.
Sooner or later these corrupted
police officials will get a little tap
on the shoulder, by the Feds, and

be asked if they would like to cooperate in this investigation, to
eventually snag the really big boys,
or would they rather go to prison to
protect their boss.
There is little doubt that this
2007 murder of LVMPD Officer
Kevin Scott Dailey is directly related to the HOA Scandal, which
went from 2003 to 2009 in our community, and is also touted as being
the largest criminal Federal Investigation in our entire state.
Let’s hope this murder and other

Today, we’re continuing to lead by example. Because ultimately, if we’re going to
prevent large parts of this Earth from becoming not only inhospitable but uninhabitable
in our lifetimes, we’re going to have to keep
some fossil fuels in the ground rather than
burn them and release more dangerous pollution into the sky.
Uninhabitable in our lifetimes? The predicted warming is 2 degrees Fahrenheit over
the next 70 years.
The pipeline would have created 9,000
construction jobs and 40,000 ancillary jobs,
but that does not cast a shadow over the optics.
Of course there were hosannas from the
front pews of the church of green. “That gives
him new stature as an environmental leader,
and it eloquently confirms the five years and
millions of hours of work that people of every kind put into this fight,” said Bill
McKibben, founder of the climate group
350.org.
But nobody in the press is correcting them.

criminal acts gets cleared up soon,
as the LVMPD needs to be able to
move forward and regain some of
its honor and integrity.
Remember to Keep your Gun,
Keep your Faith, and they can Keep
their Change.
In God we Trust
Gordon Martines is a former
LVMPD detective who has served
in many capacities over his 39-year
career in law enforcement. He was
a candidate for sheriff in 2002,
2006, 2010 and 2014, with the in-

CALL TODAY

tention of bringing integrity and accountability back to the department,
and filed a federal lawsuit against
LVMPD in 2011. Martines has appeared on “Face The Tribune” radio show several times and is currently the host of “Open Mic” on
Tuesdays and Thursday at 11:00
a.m. He contributes his opinions
and ideas to the Las Vegas Tribune
to keep the public informed and
help improve policing in Las Vegas.
Gordon Martines can be contacted
via email at coper71@hotnail.com.

(702) 426-6022 or (702) 426-5962
Email: Advertisement@LasVegasTribune.com
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Muslim Bill

(Continued from Page 1)
ate Counsel at the White House, as
Special Envoy to the Organization
of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) on
February 13, 2010.
Hussain has been involved in
many Muslim Brotherhood front
organizations such as the Muslim
Student Association, the American
Muslim Council, and the International Institute of Islamic Thought.
Obama cited that Hussain was a
“respected member of the American Muslim community since he is
a ‘Hafiz’ of the Quran (a person
who has memorized the entire
Quran).”
The Islamic concept of blasphemy is incompatible with Western values. President Obama seems
to agree with this concept since he
told the United Nations General
Assembly on September 9, 2012,
that: “The future must not belong
to those who slander the Prophet of
Islam.”
It is very unfortunate that each
and every time that free expression
is suppressed to avoid offending
Islamic sensibilities, another step
down the road to dhimmitude (subjugation).
The Muslim Brotherhood’s first
line of attack against the United
States and Western nations is precisely information suppression.
Ultimate Goal of the Muslim
Brotherhood and other
Jihadists
Al-Banna wanted to create an
empire stretching from Spain to Indonesia under a unified Caliphate.
Thus, the main objective of the
Muslim Brotherhood was and is to
create a Pan-Islamic, religious, political, and social movement. AlBanna’s ideas had gained followers throughout the Arab world
throughout the years.
Members of the Muslim Brotherhood have been responsible for
violent killings of political opponents worldwide for decades. The
Muslim Brotherhood is a movement, not a political party. However, Brotherhood members have
established political parties in many
countries such as the Freedom and
Justice Party in Egypt, Hamas in
Gaza and the West Bank, and Islamic Action Front in Jordan.
The Muslim Brotherhood is
present in Israel and in the Palestinian territories. The Islamic Resistant Movement or Hamas was
founded in Gaza in 1987 as a wing
of the Muslim Brotherhood. During the First Intifada (1987-1993),
where Palestinians threw stones and
other objects at the armed forces of
Israel, Hamas transformed itself
into one of the strongest militarized
Palestinian militant groups. In
2007, Hamas was elected as the
government of the Gaza Strip.
The abandonment of Gaza by
Israel did not bring security to Israel. On the contrary, Hamas has
constantly fired rockets and sent
suicidal bombers against Israel.
In Sudan, a military coup in
1989 brought Omar al-Bashir to
power and his Muslim Brotherhood
group took over a large nation in
Africa. Since that time, President alBashir has committed genocide
against Sudanese Christians in the
southern part of that country. The
Muslim Brotherhood in Sudan has
penetrated all political organizations, the army, and security personnel.
The Muslim Brotherhood has
taken over the educational system
to indoctrinate the students in or-

der to spread its ideology. The Muslim Brotherhood also took control
of all the banks. The Muslim Brotherhood Sudanese government has
links to a number of terrorist groups
and is an ally of Iran.
In the United States, during the
trial of the Holy Land Foundation
(HLF), numerous documents on the
Muslim Brotherhood came to light.
One of these documents, “Civilizations Jihad” dated in 1991, explained that the goal of the Muslim
Brotherhood was to destroy the
United States and Western civilizations from within and allow for the
victory of Islam over other religions.
Another document entitled
“Ikhman in America” called for the
establishing of camps to train its
members in the use of weapons as
well as engaging in counter-espionage against the United States government agencies such as the CIA
and the FBI. Currently there are
many Muslim Brotherhood camps
in the United States.
The Muslim Brotherhood members have infiltrated in a number of
Islamic organizations in the United
States such as Muslim Students Association (founded in 1963), the
North American Islamic Trust (in
1971), the Islamic Society of North
America (in 1981), the American
Muslim Council (in 1990), and the
Muslim American Society (in
1992). Another dangerous development is that communists have entered into an alliance with jihadist
to destroy our nation. David
Horowitz described it in great detailed this great threat to our national security in his book Unholy
Alliance: Radical Islam and the
American Left (2004).
Former CIA Director R. James
Woolsey praised this book and
stated the following: “Now Islamist fanatics and today’s Left make
common cause to the same end as
their predecessors- the destruction
of freedom.” Woolsey compares
this threat as the “Hitler-Stalin Pact
of our time.” This is why in communist countries like Cuba and
Venezuela are allies of Iran, Syria
and terrorist organizations like
Hamas and Hezbollah.
Another critic of the Muslim
Brotherhood is retired U.S. Navy
four-star admiral James Lyons, who
served honorably our country during 36 years. In an interview with
Roger Aronoff of Accuracy in Media, which was published by the
New Zeal Blog on February 15,
2013, he stated that the Muslim

Brotherhood’s plan is the following:
“To institute Shariah law in the
United States in place of our Constitution—they call it the Stealth
Jihad—and, in their own words, to
destroy us by our own miserable
hands.”
Retired Admiral James Lyons
also stated in the interview the following:
“The
Muslim
Brotherhood’s penetration in this
country is really unconscionable.
They have been able to penetrate
almost every one of our government
agencies. You see it reflected down
in the administration’s directives
where we have to purge all of our
training manuals or anything that
purports the truth about Islam. Anything that is considered anti-Islamic
must be purged, and our instructors
that do not fall in line, find themselves with new orders elsewhere...
None of this makes any sense to
me.”
Muslim Brotherhood
Penetration of our
Government
The Holy Land Foundation for
Relief and Development was
named as a terrorist organization on
December 4, 2001 by President
George W. Bush’s Executive Order
13224. One of the founders of Holy
Land Foundation (HLF) was
Mousa Mohammed Abu Marzook,
a political leader of Hamas, who
was deported from the United
States to Jordan in 1997.
Marzook was indicted by U.S.
Federal Grand Jury in Chicago for
conspiracy in raising funds for terrorist attacks against Israel. On
November 24, 2008, the federal
government in a retrial obtained
guilty verdicts against the Holy

Land Foundation and five of its
leaders. Shukri Abu-Baker and
Ghassan Elashi, a Board of Director of the Texas Branch of CAIR,
were sentenced to 65 years in jail.
The others received lesser sentences.
The jury found the Holy Land
Foundation guilty on all 108 federal charges. These included conspiracy to provide material support
to a foreign terrorist organization
and to provide material support to
a foreign terrorist and conspiracy to
commit money laundering. The
HLF collected over $12 million for
Hamas.
According to the documents presented in the HLF trial the Brotherhood in the United States was
formed in the 1960s. Many young
Muslims came to our nation to
study in our colleges and universities during this time. The Brotherhood infiltrated the Muslim Students Association (MSA) founded
in 1963. Many Islamic organizations were later infiltrated by the
Brotherhood and are now identified
as Muslim Brotherhood’s fronts:
the North American Islamic Trust,
the Muslim Arab Youth Associa-

tion, the International Institute of
Islamic Thought, MSA, ISNA,
CAIR and others. A total of 29
Muslim organizations were identified during the HLF trial.
During the HLF trial, important
documents from a number of Islamic organizations that were
linked to the Muslim Brotherhood
came to light. A memorandum was
written in 1991 by Mohamed
Akram, a senior Hamas leader and
a member to the Board of Directors for the Muslim Brotherhood for
North America. In this document,
the strategic goal number six is as
follows: “Supporting the establishment of the global Islamic State
wherever it is.”
The memorandum explains
“settlement process” as a “grand
jihad,” which seeks to eliminate and
destroy Western civilization from
within, and “sabotage its miserable
house by their hands and the hands
of the believers so that it is eliminated and God’s religion (Islam) is
made victorious over all other religions.”
This process has been referred
to as “stealth jihad.” These documents show clearly that the Muslim Brotherhood for more than 30
years has carried out a deliberate
and systematic plan to wage “civilization jihad” against our beloved
nation with the ultimate diabolical
objective of making the United
States a part of a global Muslim
Caliphate.
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Immigration

(Continued from Page 1)
work authorization, thereby undermining Congress’s stated goal of
closely guarding access to work
authorization and preserving jobs
for those lawfully in the country.
DAPA would make 4.3 million otherwise removable aliens eligible for
lawful presence, employment authorization, and associated benefits,
and ‘we must be guided to a degree
by common sense as to the manner
in which Congress is likely to delegate a policy decision of such economic and political magnitude to an
administrative agency.’”
Congress did not delegate this to
Obama or his minions.
“Today, the Fifth Circuit asserted that the separation of powers remains the law of the land, and
the president must follow the rule
of law, just like everybody
else,”Texas Attorney General Ken
Paxton was quoted as saying by The
Wall Street Journal. “Throughout
this process, the Obama administration has aggressively disregarded
the constitutional limits on executive power.”
Nevada Attorney General Adam
Laxalt issued a statement saying,
“After careful consideration and
extensive briefing, another federal
court has once again upheld the
states’ injunction, illustrating that
the president, like everyone else,
must follow the rule of law. Our
Constitution establishes a process
that must be followed when changing or creating new laws, and no
one, regardless of title or position,
is above the Constitution. It is encouraging to see the principles of
the Constitution affirmed by a third

Debate

federal court ruling in this case.”
In his original injunction, Texas
federal Judge Andrew Hanen stated
that “the states cannot protect themselves from the costs inflicted by
the Government when 4.3 million
individuals are granted legal presence with the resulting ability to
compel state action. The irony of
this position cannot be fully appreciated unless it is contrasted with
the DAPA Directive. The DAPA
Directive unilaterally allows individuals removable by law to legally
remain in the United States based
upon a classification that is not established by any federal law. It is
this very lack of law about which
the States complain. The Government claims that it can act without
a supporting law, but the States cannot.”
Of course Harry Reid used the
occasion to attack Republicans in
general with a series of tweets:
— The 5th Circuit’s decision
yesterday was a political move that
ignores past precedents on executive action on immigration.
— Yesterday’s decision affects
millions of families who now could
be torn apart. As Judge King stated
in dissent, “a mistake has been
made.”
— The Republican Party has
neglected the lessons of the 2012
elections and have plunged over a
cliff following the lead of Trump
and Carson.
— I expect the Administration
will swiftly appeal this decision to
the Supreme Court, and I believe
the Court will find the actions lawful.

(Continued from Page 1)
to accept broken promises from politicians election after election
with no results? Politicians have been making promises for decades
and yet nothing is getting done. We don’t need more politicians who
pander with promises and plans; we need leadership and results.”
Carly is a leader who has a track record of results and will get things
done.
Dr. Ben Carson was a little more loose and took a different attitude at the debate, answering the few questions they asked him.
Donald Trump went back to his roots and hit hard on immigration in the debate. That will resonate with his base; and his comments about this being “a country of laws” is vintage Trump. His
foreign policy talk was “out there,” as it has been in the past, but the
tough talk that made him the popular candidate was not there during this debate
Donald Trump ended the debate by reminding the audience about
the importance of taking on Hillary Clinton and her dubious past,
calling her the worst Secretary of State ever.
Governor Chris Christie of New Jersey did very well in the early
debate and gave the impression that Jeb Bush and Rand Paul could
have been taken from the main stage instead of Christie.
It is fair to say that Governor Christie has become one of the
favorites of the Las Vegas Tribune since he stated that he would not
allow any commercial airlines to fly from New Jersey to Cuba.
At the beginning he took that stand on behalf of a New Jersey
highway patrol officer who was killed in the line of duty and his
killer took refuge on the island of Cuba.
First Christie said that he would not allow airplanes to fly to
Cuba until the man who killed his highway patrolman was sent back
to stand trial, but later he said that he would not allow airlines to fly
from New Jersey to Cuba as long as the Castro brothers are there.

Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu and Obama

‘Treaty’ with Iran still unconstitutional
By Thomas Mitchell
“He (the president) shall have
Power, by and with the Advice and
Consent of the Senate, to make
Treaties, provided two thirds of the
Senators present concur...” — U.S.
Constitution
Obama’s meeting with Israeli
Prime Minister Netanyahu in which
he dismissed their disagreement
over the U.S. nuke deal with Iran
as a “narrow issue,” reminds us of
just how perfidious the deal really
was.
Congress brokered a deal with
the administration to allow the Iran
deal to be labeled an executive
agreement, rather that the treaty it
really is, thus ceding their constitutional responsibility and authority.
In a recent speech at Hillsdale
College Arkansas Republican Sen.
Tom Cotton explained why this
matters... or should matter and
probably will matter in the near future
“This is a major arms-control
agreement with a mortal enemy —
an enemy with the blood of thousands of Americans on its hands,
and for whom ‘death to America’
is a foreign-policy bedrock,” Cotton said. “And the agreement goes
to the heart of the gravest threat facing the world: a terror-sponsoring
state armed with nuclear weapons.
It is precisely the type of agreement
that the Founders intended to be

tested and refined by the treaty process. It is precisely the type of
agreement implicating matters of
war and peace that must be supported by a widespread consensus
of the American people.”
Asked why the deal was not a
treaty, Secretary of State John Kerry
told Congress:
“Well Congressman, I spent
quite a few years trying to get a lot
of treaties through the United States
Senate, and it has become physically impossible.
“That’s why. Because you can’t
pass a treaty anymore. It has become impossible to schedule, to
pass, and I sat there leading the
charge on the Disabilities Treaty
which fell to basically ideology and
politics. So I think that is the reason why.”
Treaties are supposed to be difficult. Treaties are supposed to have
widespread support and not be subject to political expediency and
party politics at the risk of national
security.
Cotton calls this flippant disregard for the Constitution “dangerous and nearly unprecedented.” He
said executive agreements are for
the little technicalities not nuclear
arms deals.
The senator notes that historically major arms deals have all been
treaties... except one. That was the
Agreed Framework with North

Korea negotiated during the Clinton
administration in 1994. That was
intended to prevent North Korea
from becoming a nuclear power.
How did that work out?
“I doubt President Obama would
like to cite the North Korea case as
precedent — although it surely is a
precedent in its contempt for Congress, and likely in its failure as
well,” Cotton said, calling Obama’s
skirting of the Senate the height of
hubris.
“The nuclear deal with Iran is a
travesty, one that betrays our close
friend Israel, provides billions for
Iran’s campaign of terror, and paves
the way for Iran to obtain nuclear
weapons capability,” Cotton observed.
Today Sen Harry Reid, prior to
a scheduled meeting with
Netanyahu, came out in continued
support of the Iran deal. “In short,
no matter how Republicans misrepresent the Iran nuclear agreement,
the agreement brought about the
long-sought goal of preventing Iran
from having a nuclear weapon,”
Reid said. “The agreement does
nothing more, nothing less. It prevents Iran from having a nuclear
weapon.” Just like the deal with
North Korea did.
Obama and Reid can try to be
dismissive but the Constitution
matters more than their egos and
partisanship.
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The F.I.O.R.E
Club is proud
to honor those
who have
served America
so well!

MACE YAMPOLSKY

“I am proud to
standup for
veterans who
keep our
freedom”

Gordon Martines
Open Mic on RadioTribune

Let us renew our
national promise to fulfill
our sacred obligations to
our veterans and their
families who have
sacrificed so much so that
we can live free.
Clark Feeley
Concerned American

KATIE ALEXANDER

Mace J. Yampolsky
LTD is proud to honor
the brave men and
women who have
served or are currently
serving in the military
to protect America.
Your sacrifice is greatly
appreciated.

Thank you to
all our veterans
who served our
country so well.
Judge Cedric Kerns
Las Vegas Municipal Court

Upholding our
commitment to
support those
who served our
country.

“I am proud to
honor all who
served in times
of war and times
of peace”

Judge Bert W. Brown
Las Vegas Municipal Court

Judge John Watkins
Las Vegas District Court

The willingness of
America’s veterans
to sacrifice for our
country has earned
them our lasting
gratitude.

How important
it is for us to
recognize and
celebrate our
heroes and sheroes!
Ellen Bezian
Attorney at Law

Huntridge Tavern
1116 E. Charleston

Take a moment to

Our veterans accepted remember the sacrifices
the responsibility to
of the brave men and
women who have
defend America and
uphold our values valiantly fought to make
America the greatest
when duty called.
nation on Earth.
Judge Catherine Ramsey
NLV Municipal Court

Benjamin B. Childs, Sr.
Attorney at Law

Las Vegas Tribune is
not supporting any of
these candidates yet,
however...
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Donald Trump

Carly Fiorina

Ben Carson

We want you to research, read
and learn about these Americans
who are not career politicians
and are willing to give up their
private lives to save this nation,
and then make your choice.
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Federal bureaucrats ignored state
and local input on land use plans
By Thomas Mitchell
You have the right to remain silent.
No, you have the obligation to
remain silent, because if you don’t
you’ll be slapped with the very
thing you’ve worked against for
four years at the cost of millions of
dollars and countless man-hours —
listing of the greater sage grouse
under the Endangered Species Act
(ESA) — and then be sent to bed
without your supper.
Talk about being treated like the
proverbial red-headed stepchild.
This essentially is what the U.S.
Attorney for Nevada has said in reply to a federal lawsuit that seeks
an injunction to stop draconian land
use restrictions, which almost entirely ignore state and local input,
despite repeated promises of cooperation, coordination and adherence
to strict scientific standards.
U.S. Attorney Daniel Bogden’s
reply to the suit filed by Attorney
General Adam Laxalt could be
paraphrased thusly: Shut up, sit
down, move to the back of the bus,
or we’ll list the damn bird anyway.
“Finally, the government’s interest and the public interest weigh
strongly against an injunction,”
states Bogden’s reply. “Numerous
stakeholders, including state and
local governments, participated in
a four-year process to create a landscape-level framework for protecting Sage-Grouse and avoiding the
need to list the species under the
ESA. That process was based on the
best available science and on extensive good faith negotiations with interested parties. An injunction
would diminish the protections for
Sage-Grouse, undermine the collaborative effort that went into the
Plan Amendments, and could have
implications for FWS’ (Fish and

of its grazing permits will threaten
the viability of its business and significantly reduce the saleable value
of the Ranch.”
It is merely speculation that the
“termination of Paragon’s (Paragon
Precious Metals) rights under the

Greater sage grouse
Wildlife Service) recent decision manded the case to a lower court,
not to list the species. Accordingly, saying it was not “ripe,” because the
the motion for a preliminary injunc- family had failed to “exhaust adtion should be denied.”
ministrative remedies.”
The part about participation is
With utter disregard for ecotrue — sort of like the condemned nomic realities, Bogden also argues
man participating in the firing that the plaintiffs have failed to
squad — but the claims of best demonstrate “imminent irreparable
available science, good faith nego- injury,” providing merely speculatiations and collaborative effort are tion.
entirely bogus.
It is merely speculation that Elko
Bogden repeatedly tells the court County anticipates an annual loss
the injunction should be denied be- of approximately $31 million of
cause the claims are not “ripe.” agricultural productivity.
Though the plans have been drafted
It is merely speculation that the
and appeals have been denied, the Ninety-Six Ranch owners say “replans have not yet been fully imple- strictions threaten the survival of
mented.
the ranching operation and devalue
Translation: No one may sue the the ranch’s land and resources befederal bureaucracy until it has ac- cause, a reduction in or cancellation
tually carried out its threat to put
you out of business, making it impossible to afford to hire a stable of
attorneys to fight the bottomless
taxpayer well of cash for the next
two or three generations.
Witness the saga of the Hage
family ranchers who have been
fighting in federal court since 1991
over water and grazing rights for
their ranch near Tonopah. A judge
awarded them $4 million but a federal appellate court in 2012 re-

INJURED IN AN
AUTO ACCIDENT?

You have the right to choose
your own attorney.
What the attorney doesn’t tell you

You Also Have The Right To
Choose Your Own Doctor!

Don’t Be A Victim Again!
Get 21st Century Care...Today
Nonsurgical Solutions for Neck and Back Pain

CALL FOR AN EVALUATION

702-568-8450

200 E. Horizon Dr., Suite A • Henderson, NV 89015

www.SpineJointInstitute.com

General Mining Law to explore its
only project creates such substantial, imminent, and irreparable harm
that it will likely destroy Paragon’s
business.”
It is merely speculation that for
(See Land Use, Page 11)

DO YOU NEED AN EDITOR?

Have you been embarrassed lately when someone pointed
out to you that you misspelled a word in your report or maybe
had a whole sentence all messed up? Have you personally
felt that you could’ve done a much better job on that manuscript
but just didn’t have the time?
Why put off doing what you know you should have done before:
call in an editor! As a word-, sentence-, and document-doctor,
she will fix what needs fixing by adding a little of this or that,
and taking out what shouldn’t have been there in the first place.
Give yourself the luxury of looking your best in print!
Editor-at-your-service@gmail.com. 702-706-6875.
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PILT patch still doesn’t add up

Tesla battery plant near Sparks

Tesla numbers still don’t
add up for huge tax break
By Thomas Mitchell
Apparently, what Tesla Motors
lacks in profit, it makes up for in
volume.
The company’s stock increased
10 percent Wednesday following a
lackluster third quarter report. It
sold fewer cars than anticipated this
past quarter, but projects more this
next quarter, so the price went up.
Tesla logged a loss of 58 cents a
share.
Investor’s must be like the Nevada Legislature. Never mind actual performance, it is the blue sky
promises that count.
That’s why the governor and the
Legislature cut a deal with Tesla for
its new battery manufacturing facility to operate tax-free for a decade if it invests $3.5 billion. The
deal eventually amounts to tax exemptions and credits totaling $1.3

billion. The state also agreed to
spend $100 million to build a highway linking the site to U.S. Highway 50 in Lyon County. It has been
estimated that the deal equals
$385,000 per job.
A Seeking Alpha analyst reports
that Tesla lost nearly $20,000 per
vehicle in Q3, up from about
$11,000 a car a year ago. The
company’s negative free cash flow
was $51,344 per car sold.
Tesla hopes its gigafactory will
be able to cut the price of batteries
for its cars from $500 per kWh to
$250. The company’s Model S is
equipped with an 85 kWh battery
pack. That could save $21,000 and
make the cars break even? That’s a
business model to envy — break
even.
A competitor intends to build
batteries for $100 per kWh.

By Thomas Mitchell
The Las Vegas newspaper on
Wednesday, Nov. 4, afternoon reported online that Gov. Brian
Sandoval had announced that Nevada counties will receive a combined $1.9 million (actually $1.98
million) more in payment in lieu of
taxes or PILT. This would bring this
year’s total to about $25 million.
“PILT payments provide local
governments with the necessary
funds to pay for critical infrastructure needs in cities and towns across
Nevada,” the paper quoted
Sandoval’s statement as saying.
“Additionally it allows local leaders to prepare to meet the demands
of our growing communities.”
Sandoval’s statement is also
posted online. But for some reason
the newspaper did not print its
online story.
Neither the governor’s statement, nor the newspaper account
bothered to point out that even with
the additional money — approved
in the recent budget talks — the
PILT payments are still less than
was doled out in 2014, when the
state got $25.4 million in PILT.
With the added funds Nevada will
get a total of $25. 24 million this
year.
“I would like to thank the members of our Congressional delegation for their hard work in securing
this additional money. I would also

Brian Sandoval
like to recognize the Department of federal lands, such as oil and gas
the Interior for fulfilling its obliga- leasing, livestock grazing and timtion to compensate local commu- ber harvesting, before sending the
nities for the land owned by the fed- states a paltry $439 million.
eral government in Nevada,”
Never let the facts get in the way
Sandoval’s online statement says.
of a good pat on the back.
Yes, thanks a lot. Before the adThe first online comment beditional $2 million, Nevada’s pow- neath the R-J story was from a pererful minority leader of the Senate ceptive Mark Rothbard, who wrote:
brought home the bacon for Nevada
“To be clear, the federal governcounties by providing 41 cents per ment does not earn money. It steals
acre in PILT, while California raked money from the millions of individuin 96 cents per acre, Arizona got als in each of the states. It cannot
$1.13, New Mexico fetched $1.54 compensate. It can only rebate porand Utah’s share was $1.05.
tions of what it stole. This is exactly
And pay no attention to the fact the same as a mugger stealing your
the Interior Department collects wallet and handing you back a five
about $14 billion in revenue annu- dollar bill out of the thousands of
ally from commercial activities on dollars in the wallet.”

ObamaCare will contribute to
ever increasing national debt

By Thomas Mitchell
After the “bipartisan” bill to suspend the debt ceiling was signed by
Obama, the debt jumped a third of a trillion dollars in one day, but you
ain’t seen nothing yet.
ObamaCare alone will be ringing up more and more spending as premiums increase in price but taxpayers continue to pick up those increases.
As the Las Vegas newspaper reported the other day, premiums on the
Nevada exchange are expected to rise an average of 8.7 percent, but federal tax credits should also increase to cancel out most of the gain, according to a Nevada Health Link spokesman. So, taxpayers pick up the
increase.
But that 8.7 percent is probably based on the increase in the Silver
plan rates, which the federal government uses as its base because the IRS
uses the Silver plan as a “benchmark” for tax purposes, according to The
Daily Caller.
Nationally, the feds have been saying premiums will rise 7.5 percent,
using only the Silver plan rates. If you average all the metal plans —
Platinum, Gold, Silver and Bronze — the average increase tops 20 percent, according to a Daily Caller News Foundation analysis.
For Nevadans the average increase tops 15 percent.
The plans are broken down like this:
—Bronze plans cover about 60 percent
—Silver plans cover about 70 percent
—Gold plans cover about 80 percent
—Platinum plans cover about 90 percent
The less coverage the lower the monthly premium. Next year the
deductibles for the Silver and Bronze plans are increasing.
According to the Las Vegas paper, the premium increases for those
suckers who are not collecting tax credits in nearly 10 percent. So those
people get hit coming and going and standing still.

Land Use

(Continued from Page 10)
Quantum Minerals the “sudden termination of Quantum’s rights under the General Mining Law to explore its only project will destroy
Quantum’s business.”
It is merely speculation that
changes in land use plans will jeopardize Western Exploration’s $32
million investment.
Nothing to be concerned about.
When those things happen the federal land agency bureaucrats will
still have their jobs and pensions,
and that’s not speculation.
The claim the federal government has been collaborative in

reaching its decisions is a joke.
Laxalt’s lawsuit uses a variant of the
word “ignore” 22 times.
Before Laxalt filed suit, appeals
by Gov. Brian Sandoval to both the
head of the state BLM and the national BLM were summarily
snubbed with cursory explanation.
A hearing on the request for an
injunction is scheduled for Nov. 12
in Reno in front of U.S. District
Judge Miranda Du.
This whole case is illustrative of
the real problem with having 85
percent of Nevada land under the
tight-fisted control of power-drunk
Washington bureaucrats.
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RadioTribune Lineup
“The Heard”

This much-needed new show will be broadcast Monday through
Friday on Radiotribune.com, 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. with host Clark Feeley
with special call-in numbers: (702) 983-0711 and (800) 833-2345.
We all know about the “problems” we face today; we want you
to call in your solutions to those problems. If you see it as a problem, we want your solution! Our system will catalog both the problems and the solutions and keep a tally, matching up similar solutions with each other. These tallies will then be sent to officials
with the suggestion that they pay attention to the voice of the voters, both those who voted them in or those who can send them
packing with their vote for another.
If your vote counts, then your voice needs to be heard!
*****

“Open Mic”

Every Tuesday and Thursday at 11:00 a.m., Gordon Martines
hosts “Open Mic,” a popular RadioTribune.com show. The AntiCorruption Coalition of Nevada is the basis for and theme of “Open
Mic.”
Gordon Martines was a career police officer with 39 years of
on-the-job Law Enforcement experience. Past cases involving
Kevin Daley, Trayvon Cole and a variety of other covered-up criminal cases, and a billion dollars worth of missing taxpayer money,
are discussed in depth and at length on the show.
Martines spent four years as police officer with the Hermosa
Beach Police Department before moving here and resuming his
police career in Las Vegas as a Detective in the Robbery/Homicide
Bureau, retiring from the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department after 36 years of police service.
The amount of corruption and cover-ups by executive Police
Administrative officers witnessed by Martines inside the department led to his decision to contest the good ol’ boy’s club and run
for Clark County Sheriff three times against what he knew were
almost insurmountable odds.
“Open Mic” carries the voice the LVMPD does not want you to
hear, yet it is always there, every Tuesday and Thursday at 11:00
a.m. on www.radiotribune.com. Tune in!
*****

“Face The Tribune”

Face the Tribune is heard every Monday through Friday at 12
noon, hosted by Rolando Larraz.
For the last five years “Face The Tribune” has been the premier
show for interviews with politicians, civil service workers, government officials and activists, and a voice for those everyday citizens who needed to air their legal grievances. The Las Vegas Tribune newspaper has been a part of the Las Vegas community for
over 18 years and is the only independent newspaper in Clark
County.
“Face The Tribune” was established as a voice for the people of
Las Vegas and is the only news platform where judges, city councilmen, local businessmen and women, as well as Mr. or Ms. Local
Citizen, can voice their opinions and share the issues that pertain
to Las Vegas.
The show’s host, Rolando Larraz, has been a journalist in Clark
County for over 50 years. He has been a fixture in the community
and a highly respected publisher who has covered local news and
events in Las Vegas since the mid-’60s.
For stories and information not available anywhere else in Las
Vegas, tune into “Face The Tribune” Monday through Friday at
12:00 noon.
*****

“Dirty Talk 101”

“Dirty Talk 101 with Essie” is on RadioTribune every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday from 2:00 a.m. to 3:00 a.m. Essie Nadira
will be bringing you that raw, uncut look into the world of the adult
industry with discussions, questions and myths that most keep behind closed doors. She has worked alongside many in the adult
industries doing promotions or hosting private parties to listening
to men and women’s craziest sexual fantasies. The show will have
a variety of special guests from time to time stopping by, so if you
want to learn some new kinky things and hear some hot, juicy discussions tune into “Dirty Talk 101 with Essie” Mon., Wed., Fri. at
2:00 to 3:00 a.m. Essie is originally from Sacramento, Calif. But
has been residing in Las Vegas since 2007.
*****

Tune in to
RadioTribune
www.RadioTribune.com
Call-In Line (702) 983-0711
Tune in and listen to those who will tell you the truth,
and nothing but the truth. You’ll discover different
personalities and hear different opinions, but when it
comes to the facts, you’ll always get the truth from us!

Call in your solutions
Host Clark Feeley
Monday thru Friday • 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Call-in numbers: (702) 983-0711 and (800) 833-2345
716 S. 10th Street • Las Vegas, NV 89101
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with Essie
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Late Night Dirty Stories,
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A government big enough to give you everything you want, is strong enough to take everything you have. — Thomas Jefferson

Our Point of View

Truth is truth,
no matter who
writes it or why

Several people have directed us to the front page article in last week’s daily newspaper; we finally read the
entire article and have to give credit to the ReviewJournal’s Bethany Barnes for such a truthful and informative piece, as well as to her editor for allowing her to
write it. It was refreshing to see that in the daily newspaper.
We are the Las Vegas Tribune, a unique publication
that is not afraid to give another publication the credit
they may, in our opinion, deserve when they do the right
thing; or to confront them when they play the political
games that the mainstream newspapers across the country have a tendency to play.
But in this case, regarding the last Sunday, November
8, 2015 front page article by Bethany Barnes, entitled
“Searching for Justice,” all of us here at the Las Vegas
Tribune took special interest in it because we’ve been
writing about that issue since our first day of publication. In fact, that was the very issue that the owners of
this publication were concentrating on when they decided
to start publishing the Las Vegas Tribune; and for over
eighteen years now, we have been fighting for justice and
exposing the system and the control that the office of the
District Attorney has inflicted upon the community by
exerting control over judges, private attorneys and even
police officers.
For years criminal defense attorneys have been afraid
to defend their clients because they do not want to upset
the prosecutors trying cases against their clients.
For years we have exposed cases where members of
the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department, mainly
in different detective bureaus, force prosecutors to take
on cases which they have created, manufactured and built
with their own “evidence,” with the blessing of the judges
and defense attorneys.
The manipulation of prosecutors, by using all tricks
possible to win their cases, is despicable, and for over
eighteen years we have been exposing some of their dirty
tricks, from prosecutors talking to witnesses outside the
courtrooms, coaching their witnesses when they are not
supposed to be talking to each other, forcing one inmate
to testify against another inmate that they and police detectives had planted in the cell for the purpose of winning their case at all costs, regardless of what they have
to do or who they have to get out of the way to do it.
Many times we have been asked if we are exaggerating in our stories, and even former Sheriff Douglas
Gillespie had accused us of being anti-police or having a
“conspiracy theory mentality,” because that is how government tries to build the wall between the community
and those who openly try to expose the malfunction, the
corruption and the abuse of those elected officials.
We have written how prosecutors don’t care about doing the right or the legal thing because they only care
about winning enough cases so they can run for judge,
stating that they have 80, 90 or 100 percent conviction
rate,” a ploy that prosecutors use to get to wear the black
robe.
Recently we have been writing a story about a judge
that has broken the law for the sole purpose of paying the
attorneys at the losing end of a civil case, and no one is
taking responsibility; they’re passing the buck from one
office to the next, afraid to make the right decision so as
not to upset anyone.
We love to see the local daily newspaper taking steps
like the one they took last Sunday, confirming what we
have been saying for a very long time; we don’t mind
writing a congratulatory note to the Review-Journal for
stepping up to the plate by doing what newspapers are
supposed to be doing — defending and protecting the
rights of the citizens of the community they are supposed
to belong to.
We all know that the story may have come out because
the daily newspaper is upset that the District Attorney is
not making it easy for them to write the story about the
possible illegality of payment to a witness that has been
bought by the prosecution’s office by refusing to turn over
proof of their office’s wrongdoing.
Whatever the reason was for the Review-Journal to
allow Bethany Barnes to write such a story does not make
any difference; what is important is that they did allow
the story to be printed and by doing so they have confirmed that what the Las Vegas Tribune has been printing for the last eighteen years is the truth, the whole truth
and nothing but the truth.

Remember how they voted
on the budget when you vote

By Thomas Mitchell
voted no, while the state’s two
This past week Congress kicked
Democrats voted aye.
the budget can down the road, along
“It’s business as usual here in
with any pretense of trying to rein in
Washington. This latest budget
deficit spending that will balloon the
agreement is not a long term plan or
federal debt to $20 trillion, passing a
solution the American people debudget deal that blows the top off
serve. This plan will force Congress
budget caps and gives Obama a blank
to revisit this same exact issue in a
check.
short amount of time...” observed
The deal suspends borrowing caps
Nevada’s Republican junior Sen.
until March 16, 2017, well after
Dean Heller. “It’s past time WashObama leaves office. It increases
ington addresses the needs of the
spending on defense and domestic
people of this nation instead of conprograms.
tinuing to punt to the next big deadTHOMAS MITCHELL
Among the more egregious asline.”
pects of the bill is that it steals $150 billion from the
Of course, the state’s retiring, long-sitting DemoSocial Security Trust Fund, paid into by workers to crat Sen. Harry Reid was effusive in his praise. “The
finance their retirements, in order to put a temporary bipartisan budget agreement passed today will help
patch on the disability insurance program, which has prevent a government shutdown and avoid a disastrous
exploded under Obama as people unable to find work default on our nation’s obligations. It also will prevent
have managed to find “disabilities” to keep a check a drastic cut to Social Security disability benefits, and
coming in.
a massive increase in Medicare premiums,” Reid said
It is being called the “Bipartisan Budget Act” be- in a statement. “This agreement is not perfect, no legcause a few Republicans in the Senate and the House islation is, but it accomplishes two major priorities that
broke ranks to support the putrid deal, though not one Democrats have supported from the very beginning.
single Democrat opposed it.
The budget agreement promotes economic growth and
As for the Nevada delegation, all four Republicans
(See Mitchell, Page 15)

Century Link earns a Big Fat
Zero in Customer Service

By Perly Viasmensky
I cannot believe the service Century Link is providing to the people of Nevada. It is very difficult for
anybody to believe the training the supposed CEO and
President of Century Link, Glen F. Post, III, stationed
in Monroe, Louisiana and his many assistants, are providing to his employees around the world.
Yes, around the world, because half of them are
not even in the United States.
I have a personal issue with Century Link. I received a couple of calls from a pharmacy and needed
to call a doctor back, but when I tried to do so, I had
no dial tone and my phone indicated that “an extension is in use.” I don’t have an extension, because there
is no other phone in the home. The voice mail worked
perfectly, but I could not retrieve messages. I figured
it was something temporary and decided to email the
doctor instead. But there was no Internet connection
either.
I borrowed a phone from a friend to contact Century Link. I got connected to Jeff in the Philippines,
and after communicating the best we could, I explained
to this man that I have a critically sick man in the
home and that I needed to have access to the phone to
communicate with his doctors, emergency personnel
and/or the hospital. He told me that if I needed a phone,

to contact a neighbor and ask to use the phone, because there was nothing he could do until a day later.
For God’s sake, if I have an emergency in the middle
of the night and I need to knock on a neighbor’s door
— none of whom, by the way, are what you’d call
friends — by the time they answer me (if they even
happen to be home, because this is a 24-hour town and
the supposed neighbor probably works graveyard or
could be out partying or playing the slot machines), or
they simply don’t want to answer a knock on the door.
If I need to knock on doors around the block until I’m
lucky enough to be able to have someone answer the
door and let me call emergency services, my relative
could be dead and I’d then need to contact the Coroner’s
office instead.
I called back and got someone else in the Philippines, making it even worse for me than when I was
speaking with “Jeff,” the one before this customer service representative, because I couldn’t understand a
single word he was saying. I have no idea if the man
was lying in bed, half sleep, or speaking on a speakerphone, but I couldn’t understand a word of what the
man was saying.
I requested a supervisor, at this time I was “lucky”
enough to get someone in the United States, and I talked
(See Viasmensky, Page 18)

ON A PERSONAL NOTE

Going deep in thought
this Thanksgiving Day

By Maramis
healthful as it can be? Do we appreEvery year we read about things
ciate all those involved in the harvestfor which we should be grateful or
ing, the packaging, and the transportthankful. Most of us, I would dare
ing of that food to market, and those
say, would agree that we have much
who choose to operate the stores or
to be thankful for — if we’re norfacilities where we can go and purmal-minded and give it even half a
chase that food for our own conthought. Among those big and easysumption?
to-recognize things that most of us
We’re thankful for our health, yet
are grateful for are, not necessarily
do we appreciate those who research
in order of importance: our health,
the health problems that man suffers
our family and friends, a roof over
from and don’t give up until they find
our head, food to eat, clothes to wear,
a way to alleviate that suffering or
MARAMIS CHOUFANI
and work of some sort to do. Of
cause it to no longer be a problem?
course there are scads of other particular things for Do we understand the hardships and even ridicule that
which any one of us might be thankful, and each of us health pioneers had to, and still have to, suffer in order
who spend even a little bit of time in musing about to make our lives more pain- and suffering-free? Do
life or meditating on the subject of their general bless- we appreciate those doctors who have turned to inings know what they are.
forming the public about the truth behind the various
We are thankful we have food to eat, yet are we health hoaxes and the better ways to treat common
thankful for those who devote their life to the job of health problems without spending a fortune and with(See Maramis, Page 17)
raising that food and making sure it’s as safe and
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Woman calls cops because she
The Power of the
ripped off by her dope dealer
Pledge compels you! was
Be careful who you call for help — this clueless

By Chuck Muth
washy Republicans in the
Las Vegas Valley Tea
Legislature were being
Party President Mary
harassed and harangued
Rooney was kind enough
unmercifully to vote for
to invite me to speak last
the largest tax hike in
Monday at a meeting at the
Nevada history, they
Boulevard Bar & Grill in
pretty much left her alone
Las Vegas to give a briefknowing she was not going on the status of our tax
ing to break her written
repeal referendum. I also
Pledge to the voters of
discussed in detail the TaxNevada.
payer Protection PledgeÖ
This is a benefit I first
Here’s the thing...
heard from former AsCHUCK MUTH
90 percent of the state
semblyman
Chad
legislators who signed the Pledge as can- Christensen back during the 2003 tax hike
didates voted against Gov. Brian Sandoval’s fight.
$1.4 billion tax hike!
Towards the end of that session Chad
The only exceptions were RINO Senate grabbed me in the hall of the Legislature
Majority Leader Michael Roberson and and admitted he wished he had signed the
RINO Assembly Speaker John Hambrick Pledge.
— both of whom sold out and broke their
Why?
word in return for their powerful leaderBecause the lobbyists and agents for
ship positions.
then-Gov. Kenny Guinn were arm-twisting,
Even the Pledge can’t overcome weak browbeating and threatening Republicans
character.
in concerted efforts to get them to vote for
That said, the Pledge is nevertheless the Guinn’s monstrous tax hike. Chad said the
political equivalent of the Good House- pressure was unbelievable and darned near
keeping Seal of Approval. It may not be unbearable.
full-proof; however, conservatives can go
But the lobbyists pretty much left the
into the voting booth and cast their ballot Pledge signers alone, recognizing it was a
for a Pledge signer with a high degree of waste of their time to try to get a Pledge
confidence that the candidate will actually signer to break their written word.
keep their word.
Which is also why those lobbyists
On the other hand, voting for a non- threaten and often refuse to donate to the
Pledge signer is like hiring a heart surgeon campaigns of candidates who sign the
off Craig’s List.
Pledge to this day; because they know their
Conservative Assemblywoman Vicki arm-twisting tactics during the session
Dooling — a Pledge signer — was also in won’t work on those who do.
attendance and shared another practical reaThe fact is the Pledge is the single most
son why candidates should sign the reliable political weather vane for how a
Pledge...
candidate will actually vote if elected, not
It’s a shield.
only on tax and budget issues but a host of
(See Chuck Muth, Page 17)
Dooling noted that while all the wishy-

Three crutches that will
sink your leadership

By Doug Dickerson
leader has bought-in to the
I don’t know any other
belief that he or she has
way to lead but by example
arrived simply based upon
— Don Shula
a title is the day he or she
A turkey is chatting with
begins to develop a sense
a bull, “I would love to be
of entitlement that they
able to get to the top of that
believe their title confers.
tree,” sighed the turkey,
This is a devastating view
“but I haven’t got the enof leadership.
ergy.”
Here’s the truth- the
“Well,” replied the bull,
higher you ascend in your
“why don’t you nibble on
organizational structure
some of my droppings?
and the more your leaderThey’re packed with nutriship influence will grow
ents.”
DOUG DICKERSON
and the more responsibilThe turkey pecked at a lump of dung and ity you will have. It’s not a power grab for
found that that it actually gave him enough your personal entitlement, it is a call to serstrength to reach the lowest branch of the vant leadership. It’s not about what’s in it
tree. The next day, after eating more dung, for you, it’s about growing others around
he reached the second branch. Finally after you.
a fourth night, there he was proudly perched
Leadership Tip: The measure of your
at the top of the tree. But he was promptly leadership is not about what you believe you
spotted by a hunter, who shot him down are entitled to but in how you can serve othout of the tree.
ers more effectively.
The moral of the story: BS might get you
The crutch of the rule book
to the top, but it won’t keep you there.
The crutch of the rule book is one of the
One of the worst mistakes aspiring lead- most detrimental crutches that a leader can
ers make is the quest to get to the “top” evoke in his or her organization. It is the
without the benefit of the wisdom and lead- crutch that stifles creativity, which builds
ership skills necessary to sustain them once walls instead of bridges, and puts the lid of
they do. So instead of relying on strong growth. The crutch of the rule book lives
leadership and relational skills they fall by “the manual says...” instead of igniting
back on crutches that do more harm than creative and imaginative thinking.
good. Here are three of the most common
Howard Behar, the former president of
crutches that will sink your leadership.
Starbucks International, espouses a “play
The crutch of your position
book” instead of a rule book, and I agree.
This is perhaps one of the most com- It’s when your people are empowered and
mon crutches aspiring leaders depend on. trusted that they will shine the brightest. A
It’s much too easy to throw your weight play book is empowering and is based on
around as a leader by playing the “positon” trust. Beyond that, it gives you options. A
card rather than putting in the time to de- rule book locks you in and is tightly convelop stronger leadership skills. It’s much trolled.
easier to issue decrees from behind closed
Leadership Tip: Develop a play book
doors than it is to get out from behind the with your team. Foster a culture of innovadesk and build relationships and get to know tion and creativity. Be a leader who unyour people.
leashes the potential of your people.
Your position is not the end game of your
Here’s one last take-away about leaderleadership — it’s the beginning. Your posi- ship and crutches that I’ve learned over the
tion is not your destination. Positons come years. Getting rid of the crutches is like takand go and at the end of the day what mat- ing the training wheels off a bike. At first,
ters is that you have skill sets in place that you may think you can’t ride the bike withrender your position or title as secondary out them but in due time you will wonder
compared to the extra-ordinary influence why you held on to them for so long.
you have that is born out of relationships.
Whatever your leadership crutch may
Leadership Tip: The harder you work be- dare to identify it, and dare to let it go.
at developing your skill sets with people You will be glad you did.
the less you will have to rely on your posiDoug Dickerson is a syndicated columtion.
nist. He writes a weekly column for this
The crutch of entitlement
newspaper. To contact Doug Dickerson,
The crutch of entitlement is the by-prod- email
him
at
ddickerson@
uct of the crutch of your position. Once a lasvegastribune.com.

customer said she got shorted in $75 pot purchase

By Mace Yampolsky
pid! What was she thinkAngered that she had
ing? The “loud and argubeen shorted in a marimentative” Klich hung up
juana purchase, a Florida
the phone at the cop’s direcwoman dialed 911 from
tion, but subsequently dioutside her dealer’s home
aled 911 again. When
to report being ripped off,
warned by an officer that
a miscalculation that reshe was misusing the emersulted in her arrest on a
gency dispatch system,
pair of criminal charges.
Klich unwisely refused to
You can’t fix stupid!
hang up the phone, promptErin Klich, 36, told a
ing her arrest. He warned
cop that she “called the
her. Some people just don’t
MACE YAMPOLSKY
police because she was
listen. She had the right to
buying marijuana and was shorted by the remain silent, but not the ability!
people” inside a Fort Myers home. Klich
That Is Why They Call It Dope
called 911 early Friday evening and reWhile cops waited for a female officer
ported that she sought to purchase a seven- to arrive at the scene to search Klich, she
gram bag of marijuana for $75, according was placed into the rear of a police cruiser.
to a probable cause statement.
Upon Klich’s exit from the car, officers
Hey 911, This IS An Emergency
found a “clear plastic baggy containing susAfter a Fort Myers Police Department pect marijuana, lodged between the seat
officer arrived at the scene, Klich was again where Klich was sitting. The pot weighed
on the phone with a 911 operator. How stu- 5.4 grams, police noted.
Klich was charged with marijuana possession and misuse of the 911 system, both
misdemeanors. She was released from jail
after posting $2500 bond, (Much more expensive than the weed) and is scheduled for
court appearance. The good news is the
charge is a misdemeanor. I hope she hires a
lawyer and does not try to represent herself. If she does, I think there is a good
chance she will get jail time. You can lead
horticulture, but you can’t make her think!
(Say it out loud if it is confusing!)
For more information regarding Nevada
laws, and what you should or should not
do, please call Mace Yampolsky & Associates at (702) 550-8265, or you may text
them (702) 385-9777. If you need help, call
before it is too late. They are available 24/
7 for emergencies.

BEHIND THE MIKE

Rainmaker

By Michael A. Aun
Before it became legal
My baby brother Anfor attorneys to advertise,
drew is an attorney by prothey had to look for crefession and a very good
ative ways to get their
one. His primary practice
name before the public.
is in Columbia, SC with
While working with me
offices in Irmo, Chapin,
part time, he realized the
Lexington and Myrtle
benefits we enjoyed in
Beach SC.
our real estate practice
The majority of attorfrom community inneys don’t make enorvolvement. The money
mous incomes. As a matwe raised for Jerry’s Kids
ter of fact, they’d be betmight have gone to them,
ter as Civil Servants workbut the good will came
MICHAEL A. AUN
ing for a branch of the govour way in the form of
ernment like the Post Office or the Internal new business.
Revenue Service. It comes down to one
Andy has taken this business model right
thing, can you be a rainmaker?
into his law practice. He will often speak at
Rainmaker was a word given to a movie school functions all over the midlands area
starring Matt Damon and Danny DeVito of South Carolina, addressing teacher
based on the novel by the same name by groups on such issues as wills and estate
John Grisham. The simple fact is you won’t planning.
survive in the legal profession if you can’t
His favorite way of getting his message
bring in business.
across is to take my brother John in with
To his credit, Andy has always been a him. John and his son John Michael would
rainmaker. I recall when I owned and op- prepare the food for the teachers while Andy
erated ERA Realty Group in Lexington, SC answered questions on matters ranging from
Andy, who was a student, would come and real estate to auto accidents.
hang out at our office doing anything that
The good will he harvested from these
needed to be done.
selfless functions always, always produced
His heart was and is in the community business. The best part of it, the audience
itself, constantly seeking ways to be in- left with a full stomach and an enriched
volved in helping his neighbors. ERA Real mind about legal matters that directly afEstate was always big into the Jerry Lewis fected them.
Telethon each year and Andy would assist
Rainmaking is an on-going task that reus with that.
quires constant refinement and new and inWhen he entered Law School at the novative ways to touching the community
University of South Carolina he clerked for in a self-less but effective manner. His latthe South Carolina State Senate Majority est endeavor is sponsor the Aun-McKay
Leader and served as an Administrative Bowl, a preseason football game that inAssistant to the Senate Transportation volves area teams scrimmaging with one
Committee, developing experience in leg- another in preparation for the upcoming
islative and regulatory affairs.
football campaign.
He also worked with the Richland
His sponsorship of the event allowed the
County Legislative Delegations and the schools to make much needed revenue to
United States Senate Commerce Commit- help fund the enormously expensive cost
tee and the Consumer Affairs Subcommit- of fielding a high school football team. In
tee.
the process of providing a valuable service
When Andy graduated from law school to the community, the event will harvest rich
in 1995, his long term goal was to hang his dividends to the Aun & McKay Law Firm.
own shingle but he needed some real life
I often invoke the Prayer to St. Francis
experience which he developed with some in my customer service presentations.
Columbia law firms.
“It is in giving that we receive...” Indeed,
When he and his partner Randy McKay it is in doing for others that Andy and Randy
opened their practice in 2004, their busi- have enjoyed success in their law firm.
ness quickly expanded to multiple offices
*****
in several locations in South Carolina. None
Michael Aun is a syndicated columnist
of this growth would be possible without a and writes a weekly column for this news“rainmaker” in the firm. That’s Andy’s paper. To contact Michael Aun, email him
role– to bring in the business.
at maun@lasvegastribune.com.

COMMENTARIES

November 11-17, 2015 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / Page 15

Editors note: The views expressed are entirely those of the writers and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the Las Vegas Tribune.

Leadership in Policing: Performers or Placeholders?

By Norman Jahn
I remember studying the ‘Peter
Principle’ during my formal education in public administration and
while studying for promotions with
the LVMPD. A Forbes magazine
leadership article described the concept as,
You may think you’ve heard the
Peter Principle before—something
to the effect that, “In a hierarchy,
every employee tends to rise to his
level of incompetence.”
I would describe it this way ...
some people get promoted to their
level of incompetence. How would
this apply in a police department —
specifically the LVMPD?
Police officers at Metro take exams and go through steps in the promotional process to become supervisors (sergeant, lieutenant and captain). It could be said that they earn
their first three promotions based on
merit — but that would only be
valid if there was a system in place
that accurately assessed the candidates and had system integrity. Beyond captain, those who are rewarded with promotions to Deputy
Chief, Assistant Sheriff, and Undersheriff are ‘appointed’ and their
‘qualifications’ come down to what
the current sheriff wants them to be.
This is likely based on perceived
familiarity (i.e., ‘golf or drinking
buddies’) loyalty, and fitting into
the ‘scheme’ of the elected sheriff.
With a system like this in place,
it is literally impossible to conclude
that the very best managers or leaders are always selected. When Sheriff Gillespie promoted Captain
Todd Fasulo to Deputy Chief and
put him in charge of the Clark
County Detention Center (CCDC)
this was just as likely to have been
an application of the Peter Principle as it was to be a decision based
on assessment of the qualifications
necessary to run a major city jail.
When they decide to ‘rotate’
Deputy Chiefs and promote Captain
Charles Hank and place him in
charge of the CCDC, it is likely to
be another example of the Peter
Principle at work. The CCDC was
once led by a civilian who presumably had qualifications and achievements that met standards for the
‘Corrections’ profession. Many current corrections officers wish a true
professional in this specialty was
back in charge. It is what it is...
When Deputy Chief/Assistant
Sheriff Joe Lombardo was overseeing the Metro radio system, had he
reached his level of incompetence
or was the assignment where the
failure took place? Everyone should
have the technical expertise available to assist in highly technical
areas or areas that require other
non-technical skills. The Com-

NORMAN JAHN
mander in Chief does not always
have a military background but he
has highly experienced and skilled
professionals advising him. Hopefully, he listens to military leaders
and makes decisions based on information from the Pentagon and
the Joint Chiefs.
If the top level personnel (by
rank and title and responsibility)
don’t listen or don’t proceed properly with the transitions that occur
in organizations then they are likely
to make mistakes or completely fail.
The LVMPD radio system fiasco
cost the taxpayers tens of millions
of dollars. Could this have been
prevented if top quality people had
been hired or put in charge — even
if this meant hiring from the outside?
Just look at the LVMPD organizational chart. Who is in charge and
what are their assignments? What
are their qualifications? Are they the
best qualified? Do they listen to the
input of others? Are their allegiances to the sheriff or to the organization or to the public — or to
themselves? Are they PERFORMERS, or are they merely PLACEHOLDERS? Looking back into the
history of the LVMPD, how do the
current administrators compare to
those who preceded them? How
long can the Peter Principle endure? How long can you be ROTJ
(Retired On The Job) and unaccountable internally or externally?
Who has the courage or is willing
to take the career risk to challenge
the status quo? Why would anyone
risk addressing critical issues if they
will be targeted and face demotion
or discipline or transfer to ‘Siberia’
where they are buried until they retire?
CURRENT
NATIONAL EVENTS
Dr. Ben Carson has been the target of accusations because he is
fighting the status quo as an ‘outsider’ and I enjoy watching him
make his points. Just how many
times does any national political
candidate (and a black man) expose

AJ Maimbourg/Ed Klapproth, Co-Founders

Please join us in our national wave to bring God
back into our country! Our mission is to recruit State
leaders across the country to lead in vetting every
single federal, state, county and city candidate running
for office in 2016... We will then choose the ones we
at the Christian Crusade will endorse and publicize
nationally. We have allowed God to be removed far
too long now and it is time to pick up the “banner” and
bring Him back in a concentrated effort to restore His
word and code.
Please visit our website and review all the
categories. The volunteer section will allow you to do
just that, as well as we will post the State National
Directors in that section as we recruit them.
If you have a desire to be a Contributor of articles,
please contact me and let me know.
www.thecristiancrusade.com
Also, please join our Facebook group if you are on
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/
1634723793433487/
YOUR PRAYERS ARE APPRECIATED!!!
CONTACT EMAIL: aj@thechristiancrusade.com

himself by claiming that he did bad
things and had a violent streak in
his youth? I believe we have come
to expect DENIALS — not admissions. Did Carson ever contemplate
that he would have to prove that he
engaged in violent acts. His confessions are not being accepted by
many in the media because the ‘rest
of the story’ is how he found religion and straightened out his life.
Did anyone ever question President
Obama about whether he actually
used cocaine? Please, President
Obama, tell us who witnessed you
use cocaine many years ago. We
want to locate them and interview
them to find out if this is true. This
is an astounding comparison, isn’t
it?
The President of the University
of Missouri resigned today. Can
anyone (including him) tell us what
he did wrong? Is he taking the ‘high
road’ and showing leadership by
stepping down when allegations of
racial discord have not been investigated and proven and there have
not been any ‘suspects’ identified?
Just what action should he have
taken when there isn’t enough information on which to act? There

is another ‘narrative’ being pushed
by liberals and progressives in Columbia. I suspect George Soros (or
others) are funding ‘protesters’ to
show up and make noise. I need a
job. Maybe I can get my travel expenses paid, my motel room paid,
and get money for my food and my
‘labor.’ Just tell me where to sign
up and where the next locale will
be for me to help seek social justice.
I heard troubling phrases over
and over during news coverage today. They included, “this is the beginning of something larger.”
“What will the students do with the
power they found today?” “Will this
have a ripple effect on other campuses?” “What lessons are being
learned from Mizzou?” Holy cow!
I didn’t know that a hunger strike
(which achieved national attention
for one student) and an insubordinate football team (and apparently
coaches too) would become the beginning of another movement in
America.
Was it all about money? Did the
President resign to allow the University of Missouri to avoid the loss
of millions of dollars from the game

against BYU? Did the board put
pressure on him to save face for the
university? How quickly will he be
re-hired elsewhere where he will be
lauded for accepting responsibility
and be a role model for accountability? What is the message being
sent when you can be forced out of
a job under these circumstances?
Just what is it that he did wrong
again?
Norm Jahn served with the
LVMPD for over 21 years and
achieved the rank of lieutenant. He
also served as a police chief in Wisconsin for over three years. Jahn
has been a university professor and
also taught in the criminal justice
program at the College of Southern Nevada for over a decade. Jahn
received a bachelor’s degree from
Michigan State University and a
master’s degree from UNLV. He has
researched police performance and
the management and leadership of
police departments. His weekly column focuses on current policing issues, especially those involving the
LVMPD. Norm provides ‘insight
with an edge’ to inform the public
and improve policing. He can be
reached at normjahn@icloud.com.

(Continued from Page 13)
job creation over the next two years
by providing relief from the devastating sequester cuts. It also invests
equally in both the middle class and
the Pentagon.”
Rep. Cresent Hardy, a Republican representing the 4th Congressional District, like Heller, noted
that the bill simply kicks the can
down the road. “Our nation’s financial security is nearing a breaking
point that we ignore at the endangerment of our future. Today’s socalled ‘Bipartisan Budget Act’
breaks current spending caps by
$80 billion and does nothing to rein
in long-term spending. Washington
needs to take a long look in the mirror and make some difficult decisions based in reality.”
Hardy said the deal simply borrows more money and only delays
and increases the problem for the
next generation.
Rep. Joe Heck, who represents
the 3rd Congressional District and
is running for the Republican nomination to replace Reid in the Senate, said in his statement, “Admiral
Michael Mullen, former Chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, called
our national debt ‘the most significant threat to our national security.’

Yet this budget bill suspends the
debt limit, giving the President a
blank check until 2017, without
making the significant reforms necessary to reduce spending and address the major drivers of our nearly
$18.5 trillion debt. The House has
addressed, and I have supported,
legislation to boost defense spending to keep our nation safe through
the National Defense Authorization
Act — which the President vetoed
— and the annual defense appropriations bill — which Senate
Democrats blocked from getting a
vote. At some point Washington has
got to get serious about reducing
our spending and the debt. Failure
to do so is harmful to our national
security. This deal falls short of that

standard.”
Republican 2nd District Rep.
Mark Amodei voted no, while 1st
District Rep. Dina Titus voted with
her Democrat colleagues.
Not only will Nevadans in 2016
be contemplating who the next
president will be, but also one of
our senators and all of our members of the House. Keep these votes
in mind when you go to the caucuses and polls.
*****
Thomas Mitchell is a former
newspaper editor who now writes
conservative/libertarian columns
for weekly papers in Nevada. You
may
email
Mitchell
at
thomasmnv@yahoo.com. He blogs
at http://4thst8.wordpress.com/.

Mitchell

An outreach
program to help
the homeless to
help themselves.
CHAPLAINSTEVENSTJOHN.COM
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Obama’s illegal amnesty heads to Supreme Court
By Larry Klayman
Sheriff Joe Arpaio and Freedom
Watch’s legal team are now filing
his petition with the Supreme Court
to challenge President Barack
Obama’s executive grant of amnesty for illegal aliens. Doing the
job most U.S. politicians won’t do,
Sheriff Arpaio of Maricopa County,
Arizona, was the first to bring a
challenge when Obama ordered his
Department of Homeland Security
(DHS) on Nov. 20, 2014, to rewrite
and circumvent the laws passed by
Congress. Now Arpaio, with Freedom Watch as his counsel, is the
first to go to the Supreme Court!
In essence, we are asking the
high court to resolve conflicting approaches among the nation’s appellate court circuits. We are reminding the justices that America’s system of law and order and our
nation’s experiment in self-government (unique in human history)
cannot long survive if the judiciary

refuses to play its part by upholding the Constitution.
The Constitution can only have
meaning if we are disciplined to live
by it, even when politicians are
tempted to cheat. If neither the
courts nor elected politicians will
protect and defend — and follow
— the Constitution, they leave ev-

ery door closed for a peaceable
resolution of our citizens’ refusal to
stand by and watch our country
slowly die.
Even as Freedom Watch was
drafting Sheriff Arpaio’s Supreme
Court appeal came more news of
Obama’s unbridled arrogance and
tyranny. A leaked memorandum
from DHS outlined plans for new
executive-action usurpations of the
role of Congress — which bypasses
even the federal court in Texas that
ordered Obama and his minions at
DHS to cease and desist from
implementing his illegal executive
amnesty. Thus, some of the plans
mapped out at a DHS retreat are
designed to barrel full-speed ahead
on granting amnesty to millions of
illegal aliens while technically sidestepping the injunction that is still
in place from Judge Hanen in the
U.S. District Court for the Southern District of Texas, as reported in
The Hill. A coalition of 26 states led

Dear Governor,
I am writing you today, not regarding a Democratic, Republican,
or Independent issue; but rather
because of an impending American
crisis. The States have become a
macrocosm of what has become of
the American citizens, at large.
Americans are now pretty well split
between takers, and those that are
taken from. This situation is bad
enough by itself, (giving us only
half the productivity of the people
to help pull the economy out of the
toilet), but far worse, half of the
states are standing in the Federal
bread line with their hands out; not
even realizing or caring that the
Feds are all together broke, out of
control, and teetering on the edge
of an economic meltdown.
Please consider for a moment if
YOU would lend your personal
hard-earned money to a drug addict
(debt is the Federal addiction).
Before we go any further, this
letter is about the possible framework for a solution; but a problem
must first be well delineated before
an attempt at resolution is made.
1. The Federal Government has
mandated that the only ‘legal currency’ is the Federal reserve note,
(which is Constitutional and perfectly fine for Washington D.C., the
territories, and any other insular
possessions of the U.S.), and can be
found under Title 12 USC.
2. This ‘legal currency’ is fiat
and worthless as attested to under
the USC at sec. 165 (G)(2)(c).
3. The Federal Government produces nothing of value, save any
benefits derived by its limited Constituted duties found at Article 2, sec
1-16.
4. The Federal government can
only raise money through taxation
or currency manipulation (the elastic money supply allows the new
dollars to come into existence by
borrowing their value from those
dollars already in circulation; only
the Feds get to spend it at face value
instead of its true reduced value).
This is the true cause of inflation.
5. The only reason that inflation
is not running more rampant is because there is a currency shortage
(most of the currency is digital as
credit and debit transactions). Every time the Fed Reserve tries to
inject more currency, the smart
money withdraws it almost as
quickly. (Therefore, the currency is
evidence of a debt, like trading
IOU’s for goods and services; it
only works as long as all the people
have faith that they will be able to
purchase other goods and services
with the IOU’s they traded for.)
6. Congress has a duty to provide ‘Lawful’ money of account for
the People in the states in accordance with the ‘Coinage Act’ based
upon a certain amount of grains of
fine gold or silver.
7. Congress has failed in this
duty, creating a Constitutional
vacuum.
8. The productivity of the
people, the produce of the soil, and
the minerals in the ground constitute the true wealth of the 50 republic states that were voluntarily
joined into one union. The states
and the people are the source of
wealth, and the public trust has been
violated by the Federal government,
and to a lesser degree, by the state
governments.
9. You cannot sustain long-term
growth using unjust weights and
measures; this also corrupts the
public morals (as the message to the
people is that it is all right to steal).

Arbitrary printing devalues our savings.
10. The Governor is the equivalent of the President in a state republic; (whether you liked him or
not, President Ronald Reagan had
it right): the states are superior to
the Federal government (see
Amendment 10). So why do the
states kowtow? Don’t you have a
phone and a pen also?
11. Succession and civil war are
messy affairs, and we don’t want
to go there. This necessitates that
any solution be within the bounds
of our laws, and preferably non-violent.
12. The Federal government is
ham-stringing the states by passing
laws in Congress and forcing the
states to pick up the cost of implementation and maintenance. I remember Mike Huckabee saying on
his radio show that 90 percent of
Arkansas’ budget was Federal mandates, making his job with the state
budget almost impossible. Maybe
you can relate.
13. The Federal Reserve has exhausted its bag of tricks, with interest rates at near zero for years, and
the Quantitative Easing fiascos
(which will only worsen the coming collapse). America and her
People are on borrowed time.
14. The Federal Reserve dollar’s
value floats; but worse yet many
foreign currencies float against this
anchor-less paper.
The Federal government cannot
fix itself or this mess (they are busy
re-arranging the deck chairs on the
Titanic), the only question is this,
“Will you let us all go down with
this ship, or will you step up and be
the men and women you need to be
in this historically critical time”?
Framework for a
possible solution
1. In light of the Constitutional
vacuum created because Congress
has been derelict in their duty to
provide lawful money for the states
and their Citizens, the solution is for
the states to step in to correct the
situation. The Federal government
is going to vehemently object, and
attempt to drag each state that signs
on into the Federal courts; however,
the Fed courts do not have jurisdiction as they are not article III courts
(except the Supreme Court, whose
jurisdiction is to settle disputes between different states, or a citizen
of one state v. another state, or another citizen of the second state
thereof (Diversity of Citizenship).
In the other federal courts which are
under Art. I, II, or IV, they also lack
standing as they would have a direct conflict of interest.
By the way, all you western
states: don’t ask, take back your
unappropriated lands, the Feds have
put a lock on your resources. Since
that condition of statehood was unconstitutional as it is a blatant violation of the equal footing clause
(again Fed courts lack standing to
complain), it is void. Kick the Fed
employees out.
2. The object is to set up a sort
of ‘Forex’ system between the
states, and shortly thereafter tell the
Feds that their money is no longer
good here in most cases.
3. The first thing that I would
advise is that you verify everything
that I am writing, If you would like
court cases, or Federal statutes for
back up, please feel free to contact
me.
4. Call an emergency meeting of
the Board of Governors, even if
there is no consensus; I promise you
this, that the states that follow

through with this will become the
islands of new economic boom
when things go south — you will
have to protect state borders.
5. Order a forensic accounting
of the current worth of every asset
within the state including probable
mineral deposits, GDP of all people
and businesses registered in and
operating within your borders, tax
revenue of businesses operating in
your republic but domiciled in another state/country, and average
yearly crop production. This is your
baseline denominated in current
Federal Reserve notes.
6. Address an emergency assembly of the state legislators to advise
them of the executive actions that
you plan to implement and ask for
their support and further investigation, do not circumvent them, but
act immediately as you would in
any emergency.
7. All states aspiring to enter this
new type of Forex would have to
submit all the information for public scrutiny, both at inception and
yearly. This way cheaters would be
found out, and that state’s new currency would be downgraded, making holders of those notes very unhappy as they suffer a partial loss
of value; making that state’s script
less desirable to hold, demand goes
down. Conversely, those states who
are diligent in regulating the parity
of their state script will find that
they will have a trade surplus as
citizens and businesses will clamor
for their notes as a safe storehouse
of value.
8. Print enough state script to
service your population, and no
more. The new money could be
called, for example, “united states
Nevada treasury notes” and be issued interest-free because it is
backed by the Peoples’ wealth, not
as a debt notice that needs interest
service.
9. For states that are forthright
in their dealings, the people will be
happy, I believe, to switch their
401k accounts into the state’s script
(which represents the past productivity and investment savvy of each
individual), and will further enhance the overall value of the state’s
ledger sheet. This will also flush the
state with dollars with which to retire any last obligations to the Fed
government. But again, beware;
people will vote with their 401k
against less diligent states, forcing
your state to again contract the
money supply to reflect the devaluation of wealth leaving, or face inflation and a lot of angry people.
10. Realize that at first the world
will be furious with us because we
will all collectively repudiate the
Federal (not National) debt. It will
wreak havoc on the world’s markets
until the countries, one by one, realize that economies based on
value, not centralized bank currencies that are printed out of thin air,
are truly fair trade.
11. It will create tremendous
opportunities in each state since
local people are going to have to
start producing the things that we
need and want as a society (because
at least short-term other countries
are not going to want to deal with
us). Keep in mind what happened
to the Swiss Franc once it unhinged
itself from the Euro and went back
to a value-based footing; it soared.
The same can happen here (just not
quite as fast because there is no
storehouse of gold, but rather a basket of commodities, which isn’t
quite as sexy.)
Steven Walter
waltersteve105@gmail.com

LARRY KLAYMAN

Open letter to all Governors, especially ours

by Texas had sued the Obama administration last December. In the
jurisdiction of U.S. Court of Appeals for the 5th Circuit, the Honorable Andrew Hanen issued a preliminary injunction blocking implementation of Obama’s amnesty. The
5th Circuit upheld the preliminary
injunction (refused to order a stay)
on May 26, 2015.
So in the 5th Circuit, the states
were found to have standing to
bring a lawsuit from the costs that
amnesty imposes on them. In the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit (D.C. Circuit), Sheriff Arpaio on almost identical facts — in fact, much stronger
— was found not to have standing,
and that is why we are going to the
Supremes to break this impasse.
How can that be? Different judicial circuits and courts are following widely different and dramatically inconsistent rules and standards to govern standing. That is
one reason the Supreme Court must
step in and end the judicial chaos.
In the D.C. Circuit, Judge Janice
Rogers Brown on the appeals panel
explained in her concurring opinion what her problem is:
Some may find today’s outcome
perplexing. Certainly Sheriff
Arpaio cannot be blamed for believing he had standing. The relevant
judicial guide-posts do not exactly
“define” standing “with complete
consistency.”
Valley Forge Christian Coll. v.
Ams. United for Separation of
Church & State, Inc., 454 U.S. 464,
475 (1982). And some cases suggest standing can be satisfied based
on fairly ephemeral injuries and attenuated theories of causation.
Brown stated: “I write separately
to... note the consequences of our
modern obsession with a myopic
and constrained notion of standing.” And: “Today we hold that the
elected Sheriff of the nation’s
fourth-largest county, located mere
miles from our border with Mexico,
cannot challenge the federal
government’s deliberate (unconstitutional) non-enforcement of the
immigration laws.”
For several decades, the federal
courts have been building higher
walls to avoid doing their jobs and
refusing to uphold the Constitution
against the lust for power of politicians. As a result, the judicial invention of “standing” has continually grown like a cancer. Lawsuits
against the government have become increasingly impossible —
unless the plaintiff is pursuing a liberal, big-government agenda.
There is no mention of standing
in the Constitution or in laws governing court procedures. Based on
nothing, standing rules are completely inconsistent from one circuit
to the next and one case to the next.
In Massachusetts v. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) 549 U.S.
497, 516–26 (2007), the Supreme
Court found that plaintiffs had
standing from the mere possibility
that in 50-100 years coastline will
be lost to a rising ocean. The inconsistency deeply troubled Judge
Brown in her dispute in our case
with the D.C. Circuit’s thinking.
The D.C. Circuit essentially applied a standard of “beyond a reasonable doubt,” used in criminal
cases: “We have required ‘substantial evidence of a causal relationship between the government
policy and the third-party conduct,
leaving little doubt as to causation
and the likelihood of redress,’”

wrote the D.C. Circuit in inappropriately dismissing Sheriff Arpaio’s
case.
By contrast, the 5th Circuit presented the correct rule of law: “The
Supreme Court has held that a
plaintiff has standing if the injury
alleged is both ‘fairly traceable to
the Government conduct...
challenge[d] as unlawful...” “Fairly
traceable” is a very different rule of
law from “substantial evidence...
leaving little doubt as to causation.”
The analysis is in sharp conflict
among the circuits.
Since last November, we heard
tough talk from the Republican-led
Congress seeking votes that they
would block Obama’s unconstitutional amnesty. Yet Republican
leaders in Congress have funded
Obama’s amnesty. We still have not
seen the lawsuit former Speaker
John Boehner promised, and he and
his dishonest legacy are now toast.
The courts and especially the Supreme Court must now finally do
their duty and protect We the People
from the tyranny of Obama’s executive branch, which thanks to the
cowardly and do nothing Republican Congress who has rolled over
to him, likely for fear that they will
be branded racists if they challenge
and block an African-American
president in the years leading up to
the presidential elections in 2016.
Whether its illegal immigration,
Obamacare, the Iran nuclear treaty,
or halfhearted and useless congressional hearing allegedly to investigate the myriad of Obama-Hillary
Clinton scandals like Benghazi,
IRS-gate, or Fast and Furious, this
has been the Republican
establishment’s modus operandi,
which ironically has taken a seat at
the back of the proverbial government bus ever since Obama was
elected president. It’s why conservative, libertarians, people of faith
and anyone who believes in representative government has had it
with them and now are prepared, if
necessary, to take matters into our
own legal hands!
We at Freedom Watch are not
cowardly and neither are the readers of this column. Let us hope our
Supreme Court finally does its job
and steps in to protect the citizenry
before revolution eventually breaks
out!
*****
Larry Klayman, founder of Judicial Watch and Freedom Watch,
is known for his strong public interest advocacy in furtherance of
ethics in government and individual
freedoms and liberties. During his
tenure at Judicial Watch, he obtained a court ruling that Bill
Clinton committed a crime, the first
lawyer ever to have done so against
an American president. Larry became so famous for fighting corruption in the government and the legal profession that the NBC hit
drama series West Wing created a
character after him: Harry
Klaypool of Freedom Watch. His
character was played by actor John
Diehl. In 2004, Larry ran for the
U.S. Senate as a Republican in
Florida’s primary. After the race
ended, he founded Freedom Watch.
The author of two books, Fatal Neglect and Whores: Why and How I
Came to Fight the Establishment,
Larry is a frequent commentator on
television and radio, as well as a
weekly columnist, on Friday, for
WND.com. He has been credited as
being the inspiration for the Tea
Party movement.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Outraged opening remarks by
Dem. Rep. Elijah Cummings

As one who has voted for many Democrats over the past 55-years, I
was particularly outraged by the opening remarks of Rep. Elijah
Cummings at the Committee on Benghazi investigation, recently. His
partisan, brutally anti-Republican comments were beyond the pale and
clearly failed to endorse the investigative mission of the committee, of
which he is the key Democrat. While accusing Republicans of political
motivation, Cummings exhibited gross partisanship in his attacks on Republican leaders. Discovering the truth seem to be of secondary importance in his effort to smear the Republicans and his own committee. Shame
on representative Cummings for his irresponsible behavior.
In God we must trust... but we must always do our part — to secure
and promote the truth and a better way — to protect our freedom and
interests — and to defend the Judeo-Christian American-Way.
William A. Pauwels, Sr.
Office: 201-891-2411
E-mail: wap1102@ix.netcom.com

Maramis

(Continued from Page 13)
out submitting to the often-suggested cut, poison, and burn prescriptions for “health”? Do we appreciate those doctors who do not
condemn us to an early death or a
miserable existence by their words,
putting the thought into our head
that we can never get better?
Do we appreciate the gatherers
of the cotton and the shearers of the
wool that make it possible for those
who weave the material from which
the cloth or yarn is made, which
eventually leads to appreciating
those who sew our clothes or create our sweaters or more, whether
by hand or machine, making it easy
for us to buy what we want in a
convenient way or receive those
thoughtful homemade gifts?
Do we appreciate the architects
who learned how to design and
build homes safely, and those who
chose to supply the materials and
the labor with which to build those
homes? Are we grateful for those
who make the homes “homey,” by
design or effort, so we can feel
happy in our chosen living space?
And with so many occupations
and paths to follow, do we appreciate those who chose to do those jobs
that are unpleasant, yet necessary
in some small or big way for the
smooth flowing of how we want to
live?
When we see a clean street, do
we think of those who keep it that
way, or do we only think of the
street at all when it is littered and
then complain about the mess?
We — all of us — could go on
and on about so many things that
we take for granted — and in a way,
it’s a good thing to be able to take
them for granted, which means we
can depend on them. Yet at least
once a year, as we consciously
dwell on our blessings, it might be
an enlightening experience to think

Love for Justice
By Michael DeValve
For far longer than any of us
have been alive, the U.S. criminal
justice system has functioned under the de facto principle that black
and brown bodies were objects to
be subjected to scrutiny, control,
and all too often, state-sanctioned
violence. Today we can see that although progress has been made,
that progress is minute in comparison to what remains to be done.
The suffering of certain Americans disproportionately at the hands
of the justice system is on the surface of a much deeper problem we
are facing. Misguided policing priorities and practices, poor jail conditions, coerced plea bargaining,
simplistic thinking about “criminals” and “justice,” patchwork use
of restorative techniques amidst a
generalized retributive system,
mass incarceration, masculinized
and militarized law enforcement
cultures, threadbare efforts at “rehabilitation,” the drug war, vengeful
policymaking,
and
commodification of justice outcomes prove we have a very big
mess to clean up. To clean this
mess, we need something much
more complete than slow and
piecemeal justice reform measures.
Ultimate fault does not reside
alone with those who serve as
agents of justice service. You and
I, through our demands, assumptions, misunderstandings, fears,
addictions and attachments have as

about those blessings so seemingly
way, way in the background of life
— such as having people available
to us who choose to care for the
deceased in such a way as to help
them look their best for their funerals, or the blessing of knowing there
are those who create standards of
safety to insure no child will accidentally get hurt by the little seats
in which their mothers place them
or that the brakes won’t fail when
we need them most — such
thoughts can add a new dimension
of richness to the usual counting of
our blessings.
Many people do not necessarily
like to say a prayer or even hear a
public prayer, and just because it’s
Thanksgiving Day, that will not (Continued from Page 14)
change for them. However, grati- other issues important to conservatude or thankfulness does not have tives.
to be expressed in prayer. The
Because if they can’t get the tax
simple exercise or even “game,” if hike issue “right,” they’re far more
you will, of going around the table likely to get other issues wrong, as
and having everyone express one well.
thing for which they’re grateful,
In addition, the tax-hike issue is
preferably something that no one the one common issue that sort of
would ever have guessed, can serve glues all the various kinds of conthe same purpose as putting thought servatives together — social coninto one’s many blessings and servatives, fiscal conservatives, nathanking God for them all.
tional defense conservatives, conThanking God in a prayer, or stitutional conservatives, gun rights
playing a game to dredge up little- conservatives, etc.
thought-of blessings that you can
I’ve been an advocate of the
share with family or friends, all fit Pledge for two decades now. But,
into the same category: Things for after the debacle and sell-out by
which we are grateful and things for non-Pledge signers in the Nevada
which we are truly thankful.
Legislature during the 2015 legisIt’s up to each of us when it lative session, it’s now a litmus
comes to who we want to thank for test...
those blessings. But go deep, there
Unless a candidate signs the
might be more to the gratitude story Pledge or can give me a valid reathan you ever knew.
son for not signing — and good
*****
luck with that; “my-word-is-myMaramis Choufani is the Man- bond” doesn’t cut it — I will not
aging Editor of the Las Vegas Tri- openly support them, help them,
bune. She writes a weekly column promote them, volunteer for them,
in this newspaper. To contact donate to their campaigns or pubMaramis,
email
her
at lish any of their newsletters, colmaramis@lasvegastribune.com.
umns, blog posts or event notices.
And I hope you’ll do the same.

Chuck Muth

MICHAEL J. DeVALVE
much responsibility for this mess as
we have at stake in it. We expect
the police to do our bidding as taxpayers and yet we hope they look
the other way when we are caught
speeding. We tell judges, DAs, police, and mediators that we want
justice, but in fact what we mean is
that we want the person who hurt
us to be hurt worse. We remain punitive only because we have neglected to see and honor our own
incredible ability to be better administrators of a new justice paradigm.
What America needs now is a
Manhattan Project on Justice. We
need a concerted, focused, all-encompassing program. We must create a justice system that is intentional in its mechanisms, fully committed to the wellbeing and actual-

ization of every sentient being it
serves. Victims, witnesses, and offenders must all be represented and
looked after within our new system.
It will have to be a fundamental
reconceptualization, not only of the
criminal justice system but also of
justice itself. We must finally realize that our due is, in fact, love: the
selfless, courageous, endless wisdom-led service of another human
being’s actualization. The reason
our criminal justice system creates
more pain than it resolves is that it
is founded on fear, authority, and
vengeance—not love and truth.
Like a massive coal-fed furnace, as
long as our justice system continues to operate, belching out suffering and toxicity more prolifically
than healing, we will continue to
pollute each other and our collective future.
The idea that justice is love may
seem odd at first, but there is no
mistake and no doubt. As frightening as it may be to commit to the
well-being of one who has done
harm, it is possible and it is in our
enlightened self-interest.
I am hereby inviting all humans
to express their interest in a better
system– to me, to your neighbors
and to your representatives for a
summit on justice.
*****
Michael J. DeValve, Ph.D., syndicated by PeaceVoice, is Associate Professor of Criminal Justice at
Fayetteville State University.

Because as we learned the hard
way once again this year, it’s not
enough to simply elect more Republicans; conservatives need to
elect better ones, as well.
And it’s one thing for me to continue urging people to sign the
Pledge, but it’d be far more powerful if every conservative voter, donor and volunteer told candidates
the same thing.
Indeed, it’s the only way to combat the threats the special interest
lobbyists use to persuade people
not to sign the Pledge.
Signing the Pledge needs to be
as much of a litmus test for all of
us as not signing it is for all the liberals, RINOs, lobbyists and taxhikers.
Anyway, after I wrapped up my
remarks last night, four Republican
candidates who are challenging
tax-hiking incumbent RINOs
stepped forward and proudly
signed the Taxpayer Protection
Pledge in front of that room full of
witnesses!
—Amy Groves, who is running
against tax-hiking RINO Assemblyman Stephen Silberkraus.
—Tina Trenner, who is running
against tax-hiking RINO Assem-

blyman James “The Big Selloutski”
Oscarson.
—Jim Marchant, who is running
against tax-hiking RINO Assemblyman Erv Nelson (who is now
quitting his seat and moving to another district to run for the state senate against a fellow non-Pledge
signer).
—Connie Foust, who is running
against tax-hiking RINO-weasel
Assemblyman Chris “Let’s Make a
Deal” Edwards, who voted for the
tax hike before he voted against it.
In addition, constitutional conservative Jennifer Terhune, Republican candidate for Assembly District 25 in Reno, also recently
signed the Taxpayer Protection
Pledge. AD25 is currently being
misrepresented by tax-hiking RINO
Ass. Pat “The Appeaser” Hickey.
Two other GOP candidates have
announced their candidacies for this
seat, but neither has signed the Tax
Pledge yet. As such, I won’t be
mentioning them here.
Take the Pledge or take a hike.
Chuck Muth is president of Citizen Outreach, a non-profit public
policy grassroots advocacy organization. He may be reached by email
at cmuth@lasvegastribune.com.
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POLITICAL ANALYSIS

GOP suspends NBC from hosting
debates. What’s behind big move?

Speaking time at the Oct. 28 GOP debate was not monitored for fairness, according to an
RNC letter, which charged that questions were petty and designed to embarrass contenders.

By Peter Grier
Christian Science Monitor
Republicans say they’re mad as
heck with NBC and they’re not
going to take it anymore. The Republican National Committee announced that it was “suspending”
its agreement with the Peacock
Network for an upcoming debate in
February due to simmering party
anger over the way CNBC handled
the Wednesday, Oct. 28 debate.
CNBC had promised candidates
that the showdown in Boulder,
Colo., would focus on economic
issues, wrote RNC chief Reince
Priebus in a letter to NBC News
president Andrew Lack. But it
didn’t, Mr. Priebus charged. Among
other indications of this, candidates
were denied an expected opening
question on financial issues,
Priebus said.
Speaking time was not monitored for fairness, according to the
RNC letter, and questions were

petty, mean-spirited, and designed
to embarrass the contenders.
“What took place Wednesday
night was not an attempt to give the
American people a greater understanding of our candidates’ policies
and ideas,” wrote Priebus.
This complaint does not exactly
come as a bolt from the blue. Er,
red. The conservative blogosphere
has been awash with anger for days
over perceived bias in the CNBC
questions, which among other
things asked candidates to name
their biggest faults, asked Donald
Trump if he were running a “comic
book version” of a campaign, and
included a female moderator referring to “our cause” while asking
about gender-based pay disparity.
But flashy debate queries intended to provoke and/or promote
conflict aren’t exactly limited to
CNBC. The first question from
CNN’s Anderson Cooper to Hillary
Clinton at the Democratic debate

was: “Will you say anything to get
elected?”
Given that, why has the RNC
decided to take a stand now?
The candidates forced the GOP’s
hand, for one thing. Representatives
from a number of the campaigns
were planning to meet in Washington on Sunday to discuss how to
remove control of what they see as
a chaotic debate process from the
RNC’s control.
Advisers from the camps of Mr.
Trump, Ben Carson, Gov. Bobby
Jindal, and Sen. Lindsey Graham
have been organizing this revolt,
according to Politico. Other candidates have been invited to join and
were expected to send participants.
But the larger reason for the uproar may be the simple fact that
debates have exploded in popularity and have thus suddenly become
more important to both the participants and the broadcasters.
With 15 to 20 million viewers

per episode, debates have become
a reality show that has supplanted
many old-fashioned methods of primary campaigning. A great debate
performance can boost an unknown, as Carly Fiorina has shown.
It can badly damage a pre-debate
favorite, per the stumbles of Jeb
Bush. It can simply replace traditional travel and town halls as a primary means of connecting with
voters.
For low-polling hopefuls such as
South Carolina Senator Graham,
more speaking time at debates isn’t
a subsidiary issue. It’s campaign
life-and-death. Meanwhile, outsiders such as Trump and Dr. Carson
want to continue to dominate, while
limiting the time of potential rivals
such as Sen. Marco Rubio.
But the networks now have huge
incentives to produce the most conflict-ridden, dramatic debates that
they can. So far in 2015 the debates
have been among the most-watched

non-sports cable shows ever. That’s
money in the bank for broadcasters, some of whom are otherwise
struggling to attract a mass audience.
That’s a recipe for institutional
conflict. So far, it’s unclear whether
the RNC will in fact pull its next
debate with NBC, scheduled for
February in Houston, and put it up
for rebid with other networks. But
the Priebus letter probably presages
changes to come. When the next
presidential cycle rolls around, will
the parties just produce their own
debates with their own moderators
and stream them on high-speed
Internet directly into US homes?
“The media would still cover the
debates no matter what,” writes Ed
Morrissey at right-leaning Hot Air.
“Media filing rooms fill up with
correspondents from all outlets, not
just the one broadcasting the debate,
and that won’t change in a presidential cycle.”

The government already sets
prices in Medicare, Medicaid, and
the Veterans Affairs health system.
All three programs are characterized by shortages, a lack of innovation, and massive consumer
harm.
In Medicaid, for instance, the
government dictates reimbursement
rates for doctors — often below
their costs. As a result, many doctors limit the number of Medicaid
patients they’ll see or refuse to admit them altogether. Medicaid beneficiaries thus face interminable
waits for appointments.
The VA, meanwhile, directly
controls the price of drugs. Shortages are the result. VA beneficiaries have access to just 81 percent
of the brand-name drugs most commonly used by seniors.
Price controls also stifle innovation. On average, drug companies
spend $2.6 billion to bring a drug
to market.
Price controls prevent firms
from recouping these substantial research investments — and discourage companies from developing

life-saving drugs in the future.
Even if the government were to
negotiate prices, it would struggle
to do much better than the private
sector.
Consider how Medicare Part D,
the drug benefit program, has fared.
Under Part D, private insurers
negotiate with drug companies to
secure discounts. They must compete with one another for the best
deal from drug firms. And then they
must vie for seniors’ business by
offering a variety of plans with differing levels of benefits, cost-sharing, and coverage. Patients can then
choose the plan that meets their
needs and budget.
Because it’s unleashed the
power of competition to reduce
costs and improve quality, Part D
has continuously cost seniors and
taxpayers less than even the government projected.
Average monthly Part D premiums are more than $20 lower than
anticipated.
From 2011 to 2014, the average
Part D stand-alone premium remained flat. This year, average pre-

miums dropped in six states.
Consequently, taxpayer costs are
50 percent below the Congressional
Budget Office’s original forecasts.
The federal agency has lowered its
10-year spending estimate for Part
D four years in a row.
Part D is single-handedly slowing the growth of health costs. The
program accounts for 10 percent of
Medicare spending. But it is responsible for more than 60 percent of
the slowdown in such spending
since 2011.
These savings haven’t sacrificed
quality. Almost nine in ten enrollees report that they like the benefits
they’re getting.
Medicare Part D is an example
of what free-market competition
can accomplish — and why the
government has no business negotiating prescription drug prices.
*****
Sally C. Pipes is President,
CEO, and Thomas W. Smith Fellow
in Health Care Policy at the Pacific
Research Institute. Her latest book
is The Cure for Obamacare (Encounter 2013).

Uncle Sam can’t haggle better than private insurers

By Sally C. Pipes
The White House is declaring
war on prescription drug prices.
“The administration is deeply concerned with the rapidly growing
prices of specialty and brand name
drugs,” notes President Obama’s
2016 budget proposal. To keep
prices down, the president wants
the government to negotiate prices
for drugs dispensed through Medicare.
But that “solution” derives from
two false premises. First, that the
federal government can get better
deals than the private sector. And
second, that it “negotiates” at all.
Let’s consider the second
premise first. Governments don’t
negotiate prices — they dictate
them. Federal, state, and local governments already cover about half
of all healthcare costs. Government

Viamensky

(Continued from Page 13)
to Lindsey, supposedly in Pennsylvania. When I explained to her, as
a supervisor, what my situation
was, she told me: “I know you already called a couple of times, but
there is nothing I can do to help you.
Tough luck, wait until tomorrow.”
Tough luck? TOUGH LUCK? Is
this the way for a Century Link employee to treat a customer — and
even worse, someone calling herself a supervisor?
From that point on it was an odyssey. I was forced to talk to Sarah,
Maria, Casandra, Brian and Ralph,
all of them in the Philippines.
They even claimed that a technician came over to my house,
knocked on the door and no one
opened the door. They are not only
unprofessional, but professional liars, because there is no way someone can knock on my door — my
house is totally gated, but it never
occurred to me that the poor man
had no clue what a door bell is and
that the only thing he needed to do
was to put his little finger on a
lighted round button and it would
ring inside the house and show his
picture on the inside camera.
My last call was with someone
named Mike in South Florida — the
most arrogant and rude man I have
ever spoken to, who told me that
he was going to send someone over,
but that I was going to be charged
overtime, because they only work
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
A young, very pleasant man by
the name of Andy showed up at
5:20 p.m. I asked him what his
schedule was and he told me 9:00
a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Meaning that at
5:20 p.m. he was still on the clock.
Finally, after two days of aggravation, Andy fixed the problem.
I am sure that Mr. Post, III is
paying lousy salaries to the people
in the Philippines for jobs that
should be in the United States, one
reason why we believe that this
country is going down the drain:
because big corporations such as
Century Link are sending the work
force to other countries for cheap
labor, but we customers in the
United States not only get to suffer
because of the lack of communication, we also get to pay the big
bucks to support the salary of the
CEO and all his secretaries.
Perly Viasmensky is the General
Manager of the Las Vegas Tribune.

SALLY C. PIPES
can effectively name the price it will
pay. If drug companies don’t like
the price — or if that price would
cause them to lose money — tough
luck.
In other words, government “negotiations” amount to de facto price
controls.
She writes a weekly column in this
newspaper. To contact Perly
Viasmensky, email her at
pviasmensky@lasvegas
tribune.com.
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“Rebel Heart Tour 2015” at
MGM Grand Garden Arena
By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by Kevin Mazur for
WireImage/Getty
Madonna’s Rebel Heart concert
is the essence of a 21st Century
grand production show, a concert
that was created by the world’s best
designers, craftsmen and experts in
every field. This production is one
to savor for its entertainment values and to appreciate for all of the
creative efforts and money that
make it such a royal event for
today’s modern audiences.
The changing imagery and
themes keep the show alive challenging the audience with surprises
so fast, they cannot look away.
Madonna’s Rebel Heart concert
combines a kaleidoscope of vivid
colors, videos, dazzling special effects and everything else her experts could add.
The non-stop drama and emotion in each scene tells stories of
Samurai warriors, stripper nuns,
flappers, Jesus’ Last Supper and
more, all in Madonna’s EXPLOSIVE style.
Madonna’s dance numbers are
interactive, very personal with mutual touching and double entendre.
This is truly Madonna’s show, she
provides her vast reservoir of talent to make it all happen!
Madonna’s quick costume
changes made me wonder where or
when did she have time to switch?
Madonna should be complimented
on her ability to sing during the
show instead of lip-synching as
some other entertainers do. Her
stamina holds during the high-energy dance routines for over 2-1/2
hours.
I have been reviewing Las Vegas shows since the 80’s and vividly remember those multi-million
dollar spectacular production
shows. Their heavy walls and enormous sets took time for the stage
crew to move. That was when the
specialty acts appeared to fill-in and
Siegfried and Roy began at the
Tropicana’s “Folies Bergére Show.
Bally’s “Jubilee is one of the few
old-style settings today.
With today’s electronic media
and computer graphics, we hardly
realize when reality begins when
the sets change. The visual experience creates the impression that
there is a set yet maybe not.
The audience does not realize
all of the back stage influences,
all that it takes to put Madonna’s

show together.
The set list pulled deeply from
this year’s “Rebel Heart” album,
opening with “Iconic” and moving
through eight more of Madonna’s
new
tunes,
including
“HeartBreakCity,” which she performed on a spiral staircase, and
“Living for Love,” presented here
in a thumping trance remix.
The Rebel Heart Tour will visit
20 cities in North America and 16
cities in Europe and the UK
through the end of 2015 with additional concert dates in the US, Australia, New Zealand, and Asia already confirmed for 2016. The
Rebel Heart World Tour is produced by Live Nation Global Touring.
A full list of tour dates and ticket
information is below and can also
be found at: www.madonna.com
Award-winning syndicated columnist Sandy Zimmerman writes
Show and Dining reviews, travel,
health, luxury and more. Sandy is
talk show host of the Las Vegas Today Show programs and Discover
the Ultimate Vacation travel specials. If you wish information, have
questions about any of Sandy’s articles, call (702) 731-6491.

Madonna is standing on the dancer while they both balance on the pole.

Madonna opens the show singing in a cage while being lowered from the roof to the stage.

Madonna takes time from her extravaganza to sing for the audience playing the guitar.
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Jabbawockeez moves to MGM Grand Hotel
This Week
in Las Vegas
By Mike Kermani

By Mike Kermani
Las Vegas Tribune
Hotel guests were treated to a
special performance Thursday afternoon, as world-famous dance
crew Jabbawockeez “moved in” to
its new home at MGM Grand Hotel & Casino, with a flash mob to
Bruno Mars’ “Uptown Funk” inside the MGM Grand Main Hotel
Lobby. The “move” continued with
a second performance in front of
the recently-renovated Theater,
where the dance crew performs
their new show JREAMZ.
Jabbawockeez
performs
JREAMZ Thursdays through Mondays at 7 p.m. inside the intimate
new Jabbawockeez Theater at
MGM Grand, with additional 9:30
p.m. shows on Mondays, Thursdays and Saturdays. A special holiday schedule has been added Friday, Nov. 27, Saturday, Nov. 28 and
Friday, Dec. 25 through Saturday,
Jan. 2, with performances scheduled at 4 p.m., 7 p.m. and 9:30 p.m.
The show will be dark Thursday,
Dec. 31. For more information,
visit jbwkz.com.
*****

DOWNTOWN GRAND
HOTEL & CASINO HOSTS
PRO ESPORTS TEAM
LA RENEGADES FOR
TWO-MONTH RESIDENCY
Downtown Grand Las Vegas
Hotel & Casino is pleased to announce that it’s hosting the LA Renegades, members of a newly created eSports team for the world’s
top players of the game “CounterStrike: Global Offensive” for a twomonth residency now through the
end of December.
The LA Renegades are a group
of five eSports athletes from Australia who are among the world’s
elite players of “Counter-Strike:
Global Offensive”, a first-person
shooter game. Downtown Grand is
emerging as a front-runner to capitalize on the immense popularity of
eSports. Currently, the estimated
U.S. audience of eSports fans is 32
million people, and is expected to
grow to more than 50 million by
2017, according to research firm
Newzoo. Most of those fans are
millennials, a challenging demographic to reach especially when it
comes to casino gaming.
During the LA Renegades residency at Downtown Grand, the
team will play in a private practice
room to train for eSports league
competitions and host meet-andgreet and exhibition tournament
events that will be open to the public. The Commissary Market and
CafÈ, located in the Grand tower,
will be transformed into an eSports
viewing room and lounge hangout.
On Saturday, November 21 and
Sunday, November 22, Downtown
Grand will host the official live
viewing party in Las Vegas for Intel
Extreme Masters (IEM), an international annual e-sports competition for “Counter Strike” and
“League of Legends” players.
The LA Renegades will be competing in the tournament in San
Jose, CA, but fans will get to watch

them compete live at their temporary home base, Downtown Grand.
For guests 21 years and older, the
IEM party will be located in the
Fremont Room and include a giant
projection screening of the live
competition, as well as Cosplay
hostesses from the Summoner’s
CafÈ, appearances by professional
“League of Legends” player Sky
Williams and other surprise guests,
swag bag giveaways, a junk food
buffet and more.
Tickets are priced per day at $20
for viewing and the buffet and $35
for VIP seating and two drinks.
Concurrently, Downtown Grand
will offer an IEM viewing party in
The Commissary open to all ages
priced at $10. A $2.50 service fee
will be applied to each ticket purchased. Tickets are based on availability, and management reserves
all rights. Tickets may be purchased
online
at
or
www.downtowngrand.com.
*****
IL DIVO APPEARING AT THE
PEARL AT THE PALMS
CASINO RESORT
IL DIVO — the record-breaking
classical crossover group that has
sold more than 30 million albums
worldwide will bring the AMOR &
PASION TOUR to The Pearl inside
Palms Casino Resort on November
18, 2016 at 8 p.m. Tickets start at
$74, plus any additional service
fees.
The AMOR & PASION TOUR
is in support of their upcoming album of the same name due for release on Nov. 13, 2015 on Sony
Music. Carlos, Urs, David and
Sebastien will embark on their Live
Nation-promoted engagement on
Sept. 20, 2016 and will make stops
in nearly 40 cities throughout North
America.
AMOR & PASION is Il Divo’s
seventh studio album and their most
ambitious yet. Working with
Columbian producer and multiple
Latin Grammy AwardÆ-winner
Julio Reyes Copello, Il Divo have
recorded 12 songs spanning a century of traditional tangos, smoldering boleros and classic mambas.
The flavors and sultry rhythms of
Spain and Cuba, Argentina and
Mexico promise to set the stage for
a very different Il Divo tour next
year. Urs Buhler says: “Everybody
get ready to see and hear a new Il
Divo with even more passion, fire
and for the first time, with rhythm!
Get ready to move to the Latin beats
of Amor & Pasion. Our new show
will take you on a journey through
the greatest melodies from Central
and South America plus new treatments on your favorite Il Divo hits.”
Brought together by Simon
Cowell in 2003, Il Divo (Urs
Buhler, Sebastien Izambard, Carlos
Marin and David Miller), spearheaded an entirely new musical
genre with their groundbreaking
debut album in 2004. The multinational four piece have gone on to
achieve unparalleled success
around the world with 30 million
album sales, 50 Number 1 Records,
160 gold and platinum awards in
more than 33 countries and four
sold out world tours.
Doors at The Pearl will open at
7 p.m. and show time is 8 p.m. The
Pearl Box Office is open daily from
noon until 7 p.m. with extended
hours on select event days. Follow
The Pearl on Twitter at
@PearlatPalms or on Facebook for
concert announcements, event information and exclusive venue
presale information.
UPCOMING EVENTS AT THE
PEARL
November 14 — Godsmack;
Tickets start at $53
November 21 — Nephew

Tommy; Tickets start at $43
December 11 — So You Think
You Can Dance; Tickets start at $33
December 12 — Puscifer; Tickets start at $43
January 16 (2016) — Styx;
Tickets start at $43
March 4 (2016) — Joe Satriani;
Tickets start at $43
March 25 (2016) — Il Volo;
Tickets start at $43
November 18 (2016) — Il Divo;
Tickets start at $74
*****
FREE: LIVE MUSIC ON
FRIDAYS AND SATURDAYS
AT TABLE 10
Live music at Emeril Lagasse’s
Table 10- Fridays and Saturdays in
November 7-10 p.m., at Table 10,
in The Palazzo side of the Grand
Canal Shoppes, 3325 S. Las Vegas
Blvd, Free
Fridays in November (Nov. 13,
27), Madelyn Feller, will fill Table
10 with the live sounds of soulful
bossa nova jazz.
Saturdays in November (Nov.
7, 21, 28), local alternative pop rock
group Holes & Hearts, will play a

high-energy set of covers and original music.
Saturday, Nov. 20, Sound
House will perform rock and pop
hits from the 70s through today.
Table 10 is open daily for lunch
from 11 a.m.-5 p.m. and dinner 510 p.m. For reservations, call
702.607.6363
or
visit
emerilsrestaurants.com/table-10.
*****
THE WORLD FAMOUS
STONEY’S ROCKIN’ COUNTRY ANNOUNCES UPCOMING ENTERTAINMENT
The World Famous Stoney’s
Rockin’ Country, where country
lives in Las Vegas, has a variety of
upcoming performances during the
holidays. Friday night events are 18
and over. Doors open at 7 p.m. and
dance lessons begin at 7:30 p.m.,
entertainment: Friday, November
13: Brodie Stewart. On his debut
album “Born American”, Brodie
Stewart teamed up with guitarist/
producer/songwriter
Adam
Shoenfeld who has worked with top
country artists like Jason Aldean,
Tim McGraw, Luke Bryan, Keith
Urban and more to co-produce and
play on the album.
Friday, November 20: Lucas
Hoge. After his song “If I Only
Could” was featured on Warner
Brothers’ hit show, Smashville,
Lucas Hoge’s career skyrocketed.
Hoge scored an HBO TV series, 13
episodes, wrote a jingle for Lipton
Tea and took his talent to the studio

where he recorded two country albums and a Christian EP.
Friday, November 27: The
Cains. Comprised of two sisters and
a brother who are not only singers
and songwriters, but also multifaceted entertainers and musicians
who play guitar, piano, bass, harmonica and more. Their original
music features compelling, edgy
lyrics that evoke emotion and is inspired by a vast combination of
genres from country, soul and pop
to Americana, folk and contemporary Christian.
Open Thursday through Saturday from 7 p.m. to 4 a.m., Stoney’s
Rockin’ Country is located in Town
Square at 6611 Las Vegas Blvd S,
Ste 160 Las Vegas, NV 89119.
Stoney’s Rockin’ Country is available for special events or private
groups for up to 1,200 people. For
more information please visit
www.stoneysrockincountry.com or
call (702) 435-2855.
For more information, call (702)
435-2855
or
go
to
www.stoneysrockincountry.com.
Find Stoney’s Rockin’ Country on
Facebook at Facebook.com/
stoneysrockincountry, Twitter
@StoneysLV and Instagram
@stoneysrockincountry.
Mike Kermani is an entertainment writer for the Las Vegas Tribune newspaper. He writes a weekly
column in this newspaper. To contact Mike Kermani, email
mkermani@ lasvegas tribune.com
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Gary Sinise & The Lt. Dan Band to
perform free concert for veterans

By Jerry Fink
Las Vegas Tribune
Fremont Street Experience will
host, for the third year, a special
post-Veterans Day free concert featuring actor/humanitarian Gary
Sinise’s Lt. Dan Band. Gary Sinise
& The Lt. Dan Band’s “Salute To
The Troops” concert at Fremont
Street Experience will be Saturday,
Nov. 14, at 7:30 p.m. on the 1st
Street Stage The event will kick off
with the Nellis Air Force Base
Color Guard and Lt. Daniel Vargas
singing the National Anthem.
A program of the Gary Sinise
Foundation, the Lt. Dan Band has
a singular mission when it puts on
a concert: Honor. Gratitude. Rock
and Roll.
It’s a high energy performance
as the twelve-member group covers hits from classic to contemporary, featuring the songs of Stevie
Wonder, Kelly Clarkson, Adele, the
Zac Brown Band, and more —
there are even swing tunes from the
1940’s.
In addition to the Gary Sinise
Foundation, this year’s event is
made possible thanks to sponsors
American Airlines, MGM Resorts
International, USO Metro, Fort
Worth Airpower Foundation, and
Fremont Street Experience.
Sinise, who played Lt. Dan Taylor in the movie Forrest Gump and
starred on the long running TV
show CSI: NY , is founder of the
Gary Sinise Foundation, an organization dedicated to helping and
honoring U.S. service members,
veterans, first responders and their
families.
A VIP area will be set up in front
of the stage to be exclusively used
by approximately 150 disabled veterans from both Walter Reed at
Naval Support Activity Bethesda &
Fort Belvoir.
This trip is sponsored & produced by American Airlines, which
charters a plane to fly the disabled
veterans to Las Vegas. The Mirage
is their host hotel while in Vegas
and Landry’s Bubba Gump restaurant at Planet Hollywood will be
hosting them for a pre-concert dinner.
*****
BOYZ II MEN INK
THREE-YEAR EXTENSION
AT THE MIRAGE
Four-time GRAMMY Awardwinning R&B vocal group Boyz II
Men announced it has extended its
residency at The Mirage through
December 2018.
The trio, featuring baritone
Nathan Morris alongside tenors
Wanya Morris and Shawn Stockman, will continue to perform in the
Terry Fator Theatre on select weekend dates over the next three years.
Formed in 1990, Boyz II Men
holds the distinction of being the
all-time best-selling R&B group
having sold more than 64 million
albums worldwide.
Tickets starting at $39.99 (not
including tax and service fees) go
on sale Thursday, Nov. 5 at 10 a.m.
and can be purchased at any MGM
Resorts International ticketing outlet, online at mirage.com or
ticketmaster.com or by calling
(800) 963-9634 or (702) 792-7777.
Visit mirage.com for an official
schedule of dates and show times.
*****
DONNY & MARIE EXTEND
RESIDENCY AT
FLAMINGO LAS VEGAS
Entertainment legends Donny &
Marie, who recently celebrated
their seven-year anniversary at Flamingo Las Vegas, have signed an
extension to entertain through the
end of 2016.
Donny & Marie have been one

of the most popular acts on the Las
Vegas Strip since opening at Flamingo Las Vegas on Sept. 9, 2008.
The worldwide response was so
instantaneous and overwhelming
that their original six-week contract
was extended soon after the show
opened.
Donny & Marie have performed
nearly 1,200 shows for guests from
around the world, many of who
travel to Las Vegas just to see the
famous duo.
Donny & Marie perform at 7:30
p.m. Tuesday — Saturday in the
Donny & Marie Showroom at Flamingo Las Vegas. Post-show meet
and greet packages are available,
with meet and greets available with
both Donny & Marie Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday, and with
Marie on Saturday. Tickets range
in price from $95 - $260 (plus tax)
and are available at the Flamingo
Box Office, by phone at (702) 7772782 or (855) 234-7469 or by visiting www.flamingolasvegas.com.
*****
JABBAWOCKEEZ
EXPLORES THE WORLD
OF FANTASY VS. REALITY
IN JREAMZ AT MGM
Jabbawockeez has returned to its
original home on the Las Vegas
Strip with the debut of the highly
anticipated new show JREAMZ
inside the intimate, recently renovated Jabbawockeez Theater at
MGM Grand Hotel & Casino.
Fall into the world of fantasy
versus reality as the Jabbawockeez
take the audience on a journey of
mesmerizing sights and sounds.
The imaginative new production
entertains with its dynamic mix of
awe-inspiring choreography, pulsepounding music and beautiful special effects. Combining dance,
drama and comedy, JREAMZ takes
the audience on an up-close-andpersonal voyage as never before
seen.
Jabbawockeez performs Thursdays through Mondays at 7 p.m.
inside the intimate new
Jabbawockeez Theater at MGM
Grand, with additional 9:30 p.m.
shows on Mondays, Thursdays and
Saturdays.
A special holiday schedule has
been added Friday, Nov. 27, Saturday, Nov. 28 and Friday, Dec. 25
through Saturday, Jan. 2, with performances scheduled at 4 p.m., 7
p.m. and 9:30 p.m. The show will
be dark Thursday, Dec. 31.
Tickets are priced at $49.99,
$72.99 and $82.99 (not including
applicable service charges and
taxes).
A Golden Circle ticket, with the
best seats, a complimentary cocktail and an exclusive Jabbawockeez
merchandise item only available to
purchasers of this ticket category,
is available for $110 (not including applicable service charges and
taxes). A VIP Package including a
post-show meet and greet, photo
opportunity with three cast members from the show and a
Jabbawockeez Swag Bag, is available as an add-on to any ticket category for $55.
Tickets are available for purchase at any MGM Resorts box office, by phone at (702) 531-3826
or (866) 740-7711 and online at
mgmgrand.com
or
ticketmaster.com. For more information, visit jbwkz.com or connect
on Twitter @Jabbawockeez and on
Facebook.
*****
IL DIVO BRING
‘AMOR & PASION’ TOUR
TO THE PEARL
IL DIVO — the record-breaking classical crossover group that
has sold more than 30 million al-

bums worldwide will bring the
AMOR & PASION TOUR to The
Pearl inside Palms Casino Resort on
November 18, 2016 at 8 p.m. Tickets start at $74, plus any additional
service fees.
Doors at The Pearl will open at
7 p.m. and show time is 8 p.m. The
Pearl Box Office is open daily from
noon until 7 p.m. with extended
hours on select event days. Follow
The Pearl on Twitter at
@PearlatPalms or on Facebook for
concert announcements, event information and exclusive venue
presale information.
*****
RECKLESS IN VEGAS
ANNOUNCES NEW DATES
AT CHROME SHOWROOM
Reckless In Vegas announces
new performance dates at Chrome
Showroom at Santa Fe Station Hotel and Casino.
The band will perform on Saturday, Nov. 28 and Saturday, Dec. 19.
Doors open at 8 p.m. and the show
begins at 9 p.m. Guests must be 21
years of age or older and all shows
are free.
Reckless In Vegas combines the
imagery, banter and classic music
from the 1960s “glory days” of Las
Vegas with a contemporary rock
band aesthetic.
*****
COMEDIAN NEPHEW
TOMMY BRINGS TOUR
TO THE PEARL
Comedian Nephew Tommy
brings his hilarious ‘I Got People
Inside My Head’ Tour to The Pearl
inside Palms Casino Resort on November 21, 2015 at 8 p.m. Tickets
start at $43, plus any additional service fees.
Thomas “Nephew Tommy”
Miles has built a career that encompasses radio, television, film and
more.
His role as co-host of the nationally syndicated Steve Harvey Morning Show puts him in front of a live
radio audience of more than 8 million listeners daily. Nephew Tommy
provides a key role in the morning
show, lighting it up with his own
cast of colorful characters and zany
humor.
Miles also has a loyal following

as a stand-up comedian and has
earned a reputation for wowing
crowds.
For three years, he served as the
exclusive opening act on the Luther
Vandross tour. Thomas is the exclusive Main Stage host for the Essence Festival in New Orleans,
typically held every July 4th weekend, which draws more than
250,000 fans and features acts such
as Beyoncé, Janet Jackson, Alicia
Keys, Mary J. Blige, Usher and
Kanye West.
Doors at The Pearl will open at
7 p.m. and show time is 8 p.m. The
Pearl Box Office is open daily from
noon until 7 p.m. with extended
hours on select event days. Follow
The Pearl on Twitter at
@PearlatPalms or on Facebook for
concert announcements, event information and exclusive venue
presale information.
*****
THE IMPROV AT HARRAH’S:
NOVEMBER 10-15
The world-famous Improv at
Harrah’s Las Vegas is the longestrunning comedy club on the Las
Vegas Strip. The Improv’s ability
to showcase young comedians, as
well as bring in big names, has attributed to its longevity and success.
Each week, The Improv showcases some of the funniest and
freshest faces in comedy, creating
a show that is always unique and
definitely funny. The comedians
who will perform November 10-15
are:
Henry Phillips: Henry Phillips
is an award-winning musician and
comedian. He received the Audience award in the Slamdance Film
Festival in 2009 for his film,
“Punching the Clown.” Phillips is
known for using psychopathic lyr-

ics with folk-rock ballads. Phillips
has guest stared on shows such as,
“Jimmy Kimmel Live,” “Comedy
Central,” as well as the radio show
“Bob and Tom” for his comedic
CDs.
Avi Liberman: Avi Liberman’s
quirky style has made him a favorite in comedy clubs from Los Angeles to New York. Liberman has
performed stand-up comedy on
CBS’s “Late Late Show with Craig
Ferguson,” on Comedy Central’s
“Premium Blend” and “Make Me
Laugh” as well as NBC’s “Friday
Night!” He has appeared at the prestigious Montreal “Just for Laughs
Festival” since 2001 and successfully arranged stand-up comedy
tours for the troops in Israel.
Wendi Starling: A native of
Southern California, Wendi Starling
is a bold comedian with a quick wit
and a sharp tongue. What began as
a hobby became a passion that has
led Starling to perform in comedy
clubs in Los Angeles and across the
country. Starling is best known for
her role in “Recycled Babies.”
Shows are at 8:30 p.m. Tuesday
through Sunday with an additional
show at 10 p.m. on Friday and Saturday. Tickets start at $33.25 (plus
applicable taxes and fees). VIP tickets include special seating, an
Improv T-shirt and post-show meetand-greet with the comics. Special
two-for-one tickets are also available for locals for the 10 p.m. show.
Tickets are available at Harrah’s
Box Office 702-369-5223 and
online
at
the
website
www.harrahslasvegas.com.
*****
Jerry Fink is an entertainment
columnist for the Las Vegas Tribune
newspaper and writes a weekly column. To contact Fink, email him at
jfink@ lasvegastribune.com.
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Jason and Janea Ebbs, Ecotonic Band and Jet Velocity All Stars band.

Bob and Betty Ann Goldman, entrepreneurs.

Celebrities attended Gordie Brown’s event
By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by Sandy Zimmerman
SZ: “Welcome America’s Got Talent finalist Murray SawChuck Celebrity Magician.”
Murray: “I’m happy to be here at Gordie
Brown’s big event.”
SZ: “Your show is at the Planet Hollywood.”
Murray: “We are on 4 pm every day except Tuesday and Friday. We are very lucky,
you were there for our opening in December
and this December will be one year.”

SZ: “Wonderful, good luck! You just returned from a tour.”
Murray: “We appeared at Harrahs in Atlantic City, Foxwoods in Connecticut and
Turning Stone in Syracuse. Our next trip will
be to Florida for a few weeks. It is good getting out a couple times a month.”
SZ: “That’s nice to star in your own Las
Vegas show and tour too. You know Gordie
personally?”
Murray: “Gordie is a fellow Canadian, of
course, I know him.
Gordie is one impressionist who has taken

America’s Got Talent Murray SawChuck Celebrity Magician, at Planet Hollywood.

the next step in line to what Rich Little did
in the 60’s and 70’s. Gordie is phenomenal,
he is funny, quick witted and has that oldschool vibe. You don’t see that a lot in Vegas
any more. I love the guy and am a huge fan.
I wouldn’t miss this for anything in the
world.”
SZ: “Gordie has a different slant in the
way he performs impressions, not like the
others.”
Murray: “The Golden Nugget is very
lucky to have him here; Gordie is a staple
downtown, we call him ‘Downtown Gordie
Brown’.”
SZ: “Your mom is visiting now?”
Murray: “Yes, mom came in from
Vancouver. We are hanging out.
SZ: “Welcome Jason and Janea Ebbs, you
appear in two bands.”
Jason: “We have two bands “Ecotonic
with Chris Slade, he currently plays the
drums with ACDC and a local band, Jet Velocity All Stars. Jet Velocity performs next
on Veteran’s Day, the Mayor and Congressman Joe Beck usually come. It’s a good
event.”
SZ: “It’s great that you are husband and
wife appearing together. Do you sing?”
Jason: “We both sing and I play the guitar
in the band.”

SZ: “Welcome, Bob and Betty Ann
Goldman, I haven’t seen you in a while, what
are you involved in now?”
Bob: “We are entrepreneurs at heart, we
sit on a number of charities’ boards and are
working to put on a show this month. We are
having fun and enjoying ourselves.”
Betty Ann: “Absolutely.”
SZ: “You know Gordie?”
Bob: “We adore Gordie; he is one of the
most talented people we know. It is not only
amazing talent but he is the type of person
you want in your life.”
Betty Ann: “Gordie’s multiple conversations with multiple personalities; I don’t
know how he does that. He transfers himself
in and out of these impressions and take on
the person’s persona just at a drop of a hat.
Gordie, congratulations, we love you.”
Gordie Brown appears Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday and Sunday, at 7:30
pm, in the Golden Nugget Hotel, Downtown
Las Vegas..
Award-winning Syndicated Columnist/
Talk Show Host Sandy Zimmerman reviews
shows, restaurants and more. Talk Show Host
for the Las Vegas Today Show programs and
Discover the Ultimate Vacation travel specials. For information, call (702)-731-6491
or email sandyzimm2003@yahoo.com.

Cocktail named after the star Gordie Brown, “Gordie has Left the Building Cocktail.”
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Las Vegan Tyndall Airman jumps into action

By Airman 1st Class
Cody R. Miller
325th Fighter Wing Public Affairs
TYNDALL AIR FORCE
BASE, Fla. — A Tyndall Airman
used his training to help a fellow
passenger during his flight home.
Senior Airman Tyler Washum,
325th Aerospace Medicine Squadron public health technician, utilized his knowledge of health and
first responder techniques to help a
dehydrated and overheated passenger. Washum was on a flight to his
home in Las Vegas.
“We were on the plane and
people started screaming that someone was unconscious,” said
Washum. “They asked if anyone
was a medic, so I made my way up
to the front and told them that I was
in the Air Force and worked in
medical.”
Washum said the man who had
passed out was unconscious and
had a weak pulse. He also said the
man was extremely hot, because of
all the clothes he was wearing.
“He had four or five layers of
clothing on and was sweating profusely,” said Washum.
“We laid him back as best we
could and I treated him for shock. I
performed everything I was taught
in basic training; we then removed

Senior Airman Tyler Washum
“Eventually he came to, and I
some of the clothing so we could
was able to make sure he was all
cool him off.”

right,” said Washum. “He told me
that he had taken some medication
for a broken foot; I asked him if he
had any water with the medicine
and he said that he drank it with alcohol and hadn’t drank water for a
while.”
Washum was able to get the passenger water and gave him space,
so he could breathe. Afterwards, the
passenger said he felt better and
when the plane landed he was taken
to get proper medical attention.
“Being on a crowded airplane,
it was kind of loud and crazy, but I
tried to use the training I’ve received annually as a medic,” said
Washum.
“I tuned the commotion out and
took care of the patient. I was pretty
limited to what I could do on an airplane and my heart was racing, but
I was able to remain patient-focused.”
Washum exhibited the ability to
keep his bearing under pressure and
used his knowledge to help someone in-need. The role of an Airman
does not end when the duty day is
over and not even when we are on
leave or vacation. The Air Force
website states that one of the many
aspects of our mission is to be ready
to act at any moment to accomplish
our duties and mission.

Washum’s leadership has also
stated how proud of his attitude and
willingness to help.
“Tyler is a vital asset to the Public Health Flight and key to the
completion of many of the services
that Public Health provides to the
325th Fighter Wing,” said Maj.
Robert T. Gudgel, 325th AMDS
public health flight commander.
“Through his professionalism and
personal conduct he embodies the
core values every day, but he went
above and beyond in demonstrating excellence and service on that
plane.”
Washum said he has been in the
Air Force for over five years and
originally joined to pay off the rest
of his school. Washum is currently
going to school to major in both
pastoral studies and public health.
He said that much of his drive to be
a good Airman comes from his
strong faith and his desire to help
people.
“Whether it’s volunteering for
Airmen Against Drunk Driving or
just talking to someone who needs
it, it’s a 24/7 commitment,” said
Washum. “I love helping people
and solving problems. It’s our duty
whether we’re in uniform or not and
it’s something I believe strongly in.
I was raised to help, always.”

has hindered families’ ability to protect and care for the sick member.
This bill will clarify HIPAA so parents and caregivers of adult loved
ones with SMI have access to necessary information.
Also crucial, the bill will require
states to authorize assisted outpatient treatment (AOT) for the state
to receive Community Mental
Health Service Block Grant funds,
and expansion of civil commitment
criteria.
Other needs are also addressed
including the shortage of psychiatric beds, greater use of criminal diversion programs, greater emphasis on evidence-based care, and alternatives to institutionalization.
This change, and more, is desperately needed for all the sons,
daughters, mothers, fathers, sisters,
and brothers in our country suffering from serious mental illness —
and for the countless family members who in the future will be struck
by this dreadful fate.
Signs to watch for in your
teen or young adult child
It is sometimes difficult to recognize any of these illnesses developing because many symptoms are
typical problems associated with
the teen years. Though there is no
cure
for
schizophrenia,
schizoaffective disorder, or bipolar
disorder, recovery is possible for
many with these brain diseases. But
early detection is crucial to the
prognosis for those with SMI.
With schizophrenia the symptoms usually, though not always,
develop gradually over months or
even a couple years and show up
as changes in behavior, thinking,

and emotions.
Changes in behavior can include
poor hygiene, talking to oneself or
odd speech, difficulty with making
or maintaining friendships, substance abuse, unusual facial or body
movements, unblinking vacant expressions, difficulty picking up on
social cues, threatening behaviors,
increasing isolation, and inappropriate emotional responses like
laughing at something sad.
Emotional changes are often
seen in angry outbursts, extreme
moodiness or irritability, and severe
anxiety and fearfulness.
Changes in thinking might include paranoia, obsessing about the
past, visual or auditory hallucinations, delusional thinking (illogical
and nonsensical ideas), difficulty
with concentration or following a
train of thought, or trouble distinguishing dreams or television
scenes from reality.
Bipolar disorder is a mood disorder with swings to opposite extremes. It is believed there may be
a correlation between this disease
and ADHD. There are a couple
forms of bipolar, one in which mania is more severe. The less extreme
state is called hypomania. With bipolar the mood swings in teens can
change in the course of just a few
hours or days. During adulthood the
swings can last much longer, for
weeks or months.
Depressive symptoms to watch
for include loss of interest in activities, decline in grades, difficulty
concentrating, prolonged sadness or
irritability, loss of energy, change
in sleep patterns, change in food
intake, feelings of guilt or worth-

lessness, no longer experiencing
pleasure, suicidal thoughts, anxiety,
worrying, and anger.
The difference between mania
and hypomania is primarily the severity of the symptom where mania is more extreme. Mania or hypomania can be seen in the following symptoms: decreased need for
sleep, elated mood to exaggerated
optimism, increased energy, increased confidence, extreme focus
on projects, increased physical or
mental activity, increased creativity or productivity, increased libido
to hypersexual thoughts and behavior, difficulty concentrating, inflated sense of self-importance, risk
taking and reckless behavior, racing speech and thoughts, grandiose
delusions, or sometimes hallucinations.
Schizoaffective disorder has
the combined symptoms of both
schizophrenia and bipolar. The
symptoms therefore could be any
combination of symptoms for the
two distinct diseases.
If your son or daughter exhibits
signs, be aware that counselors and
therapists do not have the educational and medical background to
diagnose or treat these specific
brain diseases. Seek an evaluation
at a walk-in crisis center or from a
licensed psychiatrist, or your family doctor who can make a referral.
*****
Kimberly Blaker is an author,
freelance writer, advocate, and the
mother of a young adult son with
schizoaffective disorder. Email her
at kimberlyblaker@gmail.com
More information at http://
www.mentalhealthcrisisday.com

A Mother’s Plea to Save Her Son from the Throes of Mental
Illness: And Signs to Watch for in Your Teen or Young Adult
By Kimberly Blaker
Regardless of our kids’ trials and
tribulations during childhood and
into the early teen years, the furthest
thing from any parent’s mind is that
our young adult child might develop a serious mental illness. Unfortunately, it is an equal opportunity disease that can strike even
model kids who have rarely experienced a difficult day in their lives.
Just as kids are preparing to become
independent adults is when serious
mental illness (SMI) often strikes.
The incurable brain diseases of
schizophrenia, schizoaffective disorder, and bipolar disorder combined strike one in every 25 people
typically as they are entering adulthood.
My son, Caleb, was diagnosed
with schizoaffective disorder (the
combined illnesses of schizophrenia and bipolar disorder) three years
ago, at the age of 19. His adult life
has been spent inside a living hell—
literally. The early stage was
marked primarily by delusions and
paranoia: there was a government
conspiracy against him, Li’l Wayne
and Drake were writing derogatory
songs about him, and pimps were
trying to kill him. But this was only
the beginning of a downward spiral.
The first year of treatment
showed only mild success.
Antipsychotics are relatively fast
acting, and if monitored, can be
quickly adjusted or changed. But
with a severe shortage of psychiatric beds, lack of adequate federal
and state funding for mental health
services, and laws as sick as those
who are ill—problems of every
state in this country—he was in and
out of the hospital within days, still
in psychosis. Further hindering recovery, he was allowed only one
30-minute psychiatric appointment
per month.
There are two broader problems
with treatment for the SMI in
America, which are laws and funding.
Laws were created decades ago
to protect the rights of seriously
mentally ill individuals without taking into account that those with
SMI are often unaware of their illness due to a symptom called
anosognosia, and are therefore unwilling to seek treatment.
Moreover funding has dwindled
severely. Hospitals have shut down
in droves in recent decades while
insufficient public funding has impeded development of adequate
out-patient services and housing for
mentally ill people.
Important to note, it’s a medical
fact each episode of psychosis and
the longer in psychosis, the more
damage done to the brain. The lack
of timely, adequate, and appropriate treatment results in each episode
becoming increasingly more severe
reducing the likelihood of recovery.
This has proven true for Caleb.
A year into his illness, he received
a message from a game of Scrabble
to cut off his ear or toe or to break a
leg to save the world. In the middle
of the night, I awakened to his
blood curdling screams. He had
jumped 15 feet from a tree, fracturing his back instead. Just prior to
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this feat, he attempted, unsuccessfully, to silence the commands. He
branded his arm with a fork, a scar
that remains today. He was admitted for psychiatric care, but released
within 7 days with little improvement.
Over the next two years, he is
hospitalized with increasing frequency, always released within
days. He is paranoid and lives in
constant fear with the belief his
family and friends want to kill him.
He hallucinates I say such horrific
things to him as, “I’m going to chop
off your head”, or “I’ll bury you
alive.” He has spent nights sitting
on his bed prepared to bolt if I break
down the door to kill him.
Six months ago, the television
told him he is Jeffrey Dahmer, and
the President told him to kill me.
My son isn’t violent. But statistics
speak for themselves, and psychosis often leads to violent and tragic
acts. It was a several day battle to
get him hospitalized, and he was
released in 3 days in the same condition.
For a couple months, though his
psychosis was still present, he had
at least improved. But this rarely
lasts. With his paranoia that doctors,
pharmaceutical companies, and his
family are trying to poison him, he
often refuses medication.
Recently, Caleb took another
downturn. He could not comprehend real conversations because the
hallucinatory voices were so overpowering. He carried on arguments
with these voices, told news anchors on TV to shut up because they
were talking about him, and was
angry with the Pope for something
the Pope was doing to him.
He repeatedly insisted he was
traversing. As a result, there were
now two of him, or maybe three,
and he didn’t know which was the
real him. He became confused and
didn’t know where he was and
pleaded with me to get him home. I
would try to reassure him, “you are
the real Caleb, and you are safe at
home.” It is heartbreaking.
But my son and I aren’t alone.
This plays out for millions of seriously mentally ill people and their
families day-after-day, week-afterweek, and year-after-year as loved
ones spiral further into the abyss.
Legislation was introduced in
June called the Helping Families in
Mental Health Crisis Act, HR 2646,
as well as other legislative proposals in recent months. HR2646 in
particular makes several meaningful improvements to our ineffective
mental health system. Family access to information about the diagnosis and prescribed treatments for
their mentally ill adult loved ones
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No Medicare Premium Spike ... For Now
By Joseph Antos
The fix is in, but seniors have
little reason to celebrate. About 16
million Medicare beneficiaries
were facing an unprecedented 52
percent increase next year in their
premiums for Part B, which pays
for physician services. The budget
deal worked out by the White
House and Congress held that to a
more manageable 15 percent increase. But this kicks the cost down
the road, leaving an even bigger
problem for seniors in future years.
Most Medicare beneficiaries are
protected by a “hold harmless” provision, which ensures that their
monthly Social Security checks will
not be reduced when Medicare’s
Part B premiums increase. The consumer price index used to adjust
Social Security payments for inflation actually declined over the past
year, resulting in no cost-of-living
increase for recipients. In contrast,
Part B spending increased about 6
percent. Despite the higher cost,
premiums are not allowed to increase under the hold harmless provision. Any premium increase
would reduce the Social Security
check paid to millions of seniors.
Like other government guarantees, this one is not free. The 36
million beneficiaries protected by
hold harmless pay $104.90 a month,
about $15 less in premiums than
they would without the provision.
The 16 million who are not protected under hold harmless — including high-income seniors who
already pay larger premiums than
most others, new enrollees, Medicare beneficiaries who are also enrolled in Medicaid (for whom state
Medicaid programs pay their Medicare premiums), and individuals
(primarily civil servants) who never
qualified for Social Security —
make up the loss in revenue.
The premium increases would
have been breathtaking. Most beneficiaries who are not protected by
hold harmless were slated to pay
$159.30 every month next year.
Seniors with high incomes would
have paid substantially more, with
premiums exceeding $500 a month
for those in the top bracket.
The Bipartisan Budget Act of
2015 reduces the premium increase
for those not covered by hold harmless, who will pay $120.70 a month
next year. Beneficiaries with high
incomes will pay more, but even
those in the highest income bracket
will be charged about $100 a month
less than would have been the case.
By my estimate, that creates an $8
billion hole in the Part B trust fund
which will be repaid by charging
everyone who is not protected under hold harmless an additional $3
a month for as long as it takes.
That’s what the press statements
say, but that is not how it will work
out. Conveniently overlooked is
what happens to premiums in 2017.
If inflation remains flat and the
Social Security cost-of-living adjustment is zero, then we have a
repeat of the fix in 2017 with most
Medicare beneficiaries paying the
same $104.90 monthly premium for
another year. But that is not likely.
Instead, we could see consumer
prices rise somewhat even with
continuing weakness in the
economy. If that happens, the hold
harmless provision will again impose very large increases in premi-

ums for millions of seniors.
Here’s a rough calculation. The
average retired worker receives
$1,335 a month in Social Security
benefits. If prices rise about 1 percent over the next year, then the
average cost-of-living adjustment
increase for 2017 will be about $14
a month. For Medicare beneficiaries protected by hold harmless, that
is the most that Part B premiums
can increase that year.
That will not be enough to avoid
having to substantially increase the
premiums paid by millions who are
not covered by hold harmless. Even
ignoring the $8 billion loss of revenue in 2016 caused by the Bipartisan Budget Act, premiums would
increase by at least $35 a month for
seniors who are not protected by
hold harmless. Depending on how
quickly the Medicare trustees want
to re-establish a balance in the trust
fund that is consistent with past
practice and industry standards, the
increase could be much higher.
That’s not the end of the story.
The budget act explicitly denies the
(See Antos, Page 25)

The budget deal protects seniors today, but
creates an even bigger problem in the future

Consider the can kicked down the road.

November 11-17, 2015 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / Page 25

How to draw up a Special Needs
Trust for a child with disabilities
This estate planning tool can provide for people with disabilities without jeopardizing their government benefits
By Teresa Mears
There is one aspect of estate
planning that not everyone has to
do but is very important to those
who need it: planning for the future
of a child with disabilities.
This could include a child who
was born with a mental or physical
disability or one who became disabled later in life and needs someone to oversee his or her affairs.
“Planning ahead is so critical,”
says Scott Suzuki, a lawyer in Honolulu who is president of the nonprofit Special Needs Alliance. “We
never know.”
The vehicle many families
choose is a special needs trust,
sometimes called a supplemental
needs trust. The trust can be established while the parents are still
alive or be part of a will that calls
for the trust’s creation when they
die. The purpose of a special needs
trust is to provide for a person with
disabilities without jeopardizing
government benefits such as
Supplemental Security Income payments, Medicaid or food stamps.
Parents don’t need to be fabulously wealthy to require such estate planning. A bequest of more
than $2,000 could make the child
ineligible for federal programs until all the money is spent. While the
loss of $733, the maximum monthly
SSI disability payment, may not be
significant, losing Medicaid health
benefits could be huge for someone
with complex medical problems.
“Typically, it’s done when
there’s a large sum of money,” such
as a malpractice or accident settlement, as well as an inheritance, says
Daniel Williams, a financial planner who is vice president and trust
advisor at Bryn Mawr Trust in
Pennsylvania. “You don’t want
them to receive an inheritance because you’ll kick them off benefits.”
The rules of special needs trusts
are complex, and it’s best to have
one drawn up by a lawyer who specializes in that area. The Special
Needs Alliance is one source of referrals. The trust will need to meet
both federal and state standards, and
decisions may be subject to court
approval.
“The rules are intricate, and the
supervision is always there from the
courts,” Williams says. For example, a special needs trust can’t
pay for food and shelter, but it can
pay for clothing, computers, edu-

Antos
(Continued from Page 24)

secretary of health and human services the authority to use the fix
after 2017. That provision was included because White House and
congressional negotiators know
they did not solve the problem. We
will continue to have a mismatch
between rapid health spending and
low general inflation, and that will
lead to future “hold harmless” political crises. This is a symptom of
a program that is on an unsustainable path, and no amount of budget
maneuvering can fix it.
*****
Joseph Antos is the Wilson H.
Taylor Scholar in Health Care and
Retirement Policy at the American
Enterprise Institute.

Families must decide whether to hire a company to manage the trust
or have a family member act as co-trustee or guardian.

cation, aides and equipment such as
wheelchairs, hearing aids and
braces.
Another factor to take into account is that the challenges individuals with disabilities face can
vary. Someone who requires roundthe-clock custodial care will have
very different needs from an adult
with developmental disabilities
who can cook for herself or a person with physical disabilities who
has a career and can manage her
own financial affairs.
That makes drawing up exactly
the right trust, as well as other legal documents that may be needed,
a complicated task. “We approach
it on a case-by-case basis,” Suzuki
says. “They can be really very specialized, depending on the needs of
the individual. There’s as wide a
variety of special needs trusts as
there are disabilities.”
Failing to follow the complex
rules required by the Social Secu(See Mears, Page 25)

Page 26 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / November 11-17, 2015

Mears

(Continued from Page 25)
rity Administration and state social
service agencies also can endanger
public benefits. Plus, the money
needs to be managed to last
throughout the life of the person
with disabilities.
“We may need these funds to last
30 or 40 years,” Williams says. “We
want to make sure we do everything
right in the beginning through the
life of the trust. There is a good bit
of skill that goes into administering these things properly.”
Money from a special needs trust
must legally benefit the person with
disabilities, not the family. That
means, for example, if the beneficiary pays for a new home from the
trust that the entire family will live
in, the rest of the family is required
to contribute to the cost. One parent can be paid from the trust as a
caregiver, but not both parents.
“The funds are earmarked for the
beneficiary, not for the family as a
whole,” Williams says.
Here are eight things to consider
when planning for the future of an
adult child with disabilities:
Does the child now need or
will he or she ever need
government benefits?
If so, arrangements must be
made to provide for the child’s
needs without jeopardizing those
benefits, usually through a trust. A
consultation with a lawyer who specializes in these issues is a good
place to start.
Is there a settlement from a
lawsuit or other source?
A large settlement from a malpractice suit or an accident needs
to be managed in such a way that
the beneficiary gets what he needs,
the money lasts and the beneficiary
can collect government aid, if
needed.
What company will
manage the trust?
Managing a special needs trust
is complex and best done by companies that specialize in that job.
Some companies work only with
large amounts of money, $250,000
or more, while others will handle
smaller amounts such as $25,000.
Another option is a pooled trust run
by a nonprofit, which manages
money for many people with disabilities and may keep the balance
of the money when the beneficiary
dies. With a third-party special
needs trust, “They can maintain so
much more control. They can make
it so much more specialized,”
Suzuki says, including designating
heirs when the beneficiary dies.
Who will be the trustee?
Because the rules of managing
a trust are so complex, most lawyers advise contracting with an expert. Fees average 1 to 1.5 percent,
Williams says.
Will a family member act as
co-trustee or guardian?
This option lets a family member approve the trust accounting
and make the requests for a person
with disabilities who can’t do it
himself.
Where will the child live?
Money from a special needs trust
can’t be used for housing or food if
the person with disabilities received
government benefits. If the $733 a
month in SSI payments won’t cover
housing, and the person can’t work,
it’s important to explore other options.

Are other documents
needed?
In the eyes of the law, a person
18 and older is considered an adult.
If a parent or other relative needs
to make decisions, documents providing for guardianship, health care
surrogate, power of attorney or
other functions may be required.
Is a new ABLE account a
better choice?
Legislation signed in late 2014
established accounts similar to 529
college savings plans for people
with certain disabilities diagnosed
before age 26. The federal government and state governments are still
establishing the extra rules, though
the accounts should be available in
many states by the end of the year.
In general, family members can
contribute up to $14,000 a year to
the accounts tax-free, and recipients
could keep their government benefits until the accounts exceed
$100,000. After that, they would
lose SSI but remain eligible for
Medicaid. These accounts would be
less restrictive than a special needs
trust, though experts say some
people with disabilities may need
both options.
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Empower yourself,
elect to retire online
By Ed Weir
Social Security District Manager in Las Vegas
As if the holidays weren’t exciting enough, it’s
November and that means election month. Current and
future election hopefuls are prepping speeches and
rallying every resource available for the big win.
Even if you aren’t running for office, you can win
big, too, by planning for retirement. When you decide
to retire, the easiest and most convenient way to do it
is right from the comfort of your home. Go to
www.socialsecurity.gov where you can apply for retirement benefits in as little as 15 minutes. Usually,
there are no forms to sign or documents to send —
after you submit your electronic application, you’re
done!
In addition to using our website, with its worldclass customer service, you can call us at 1-800-7721213 (TTY 1-800-325-0778), or visit the Social Security office nearest you. Whichever way you choose to
apply, be sure to have your bank account information
handy so we can set up your payments to be deposited
directly into your account.
When you’re ready to start receiving Social Security benefits, the age you choose to retire makes a difference in your benefit amount. The full retirement
age (the age at which 100 percent of retirement benefits are payable) has been gradually rising from ages

65 to 67. You can retire as early as age 62, but if benefits start before you reach your full retirement age,
your monthly payment is reduced. Find out what your
full retirement age is by typing in your year of birth at
www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs/ageincrease.htm.
You’ll also want to join the more than 20 million
other people who have set up a secure online my Social Security account. You can use my Social Security
to get a copy of your Social Security Statement. Use
the Statement to check your earnings record and see
estimates of the retirement, disability, and survivor
benefits you and your family may receive. Visit
www.socialsecurity.gov/myaccount.

What You
Need To
Know
By Dr Nina Radcliff

The Power of Gratitude on
Our Health and Well-Being
By Nina Radcliff, MD
Gratitude is powerful. This quality, this source, trait and state of
mind... is a force that has the immense power to bring hope, to heal,
to help us recognize simple pleasures, to transform, and to bestow
bounty to our health and well-being. As we count down to our beautiful tradition of Thanksgiving Day,
it is a special time of reflecting in
gratitude — to recognize the good
in our life and to acknowledge the
benefit of what we have or will receive.
And too, while our national
Thanksgiving Day on the fourth
Thursday of November began hundreds of years ago to celebrate our
bountiful harvest — we know that
what is central to Thanksgiving is
that gratitude transcends any one
time or date. And, the benefits of
practicing gratitude indeed are lifealtering, daily. It is important to reflect on how we can harness this
powerful tool and lift our spirit —
and those we love — with daily
doses and a year-round gift of appreciation, thankfulness and gratitude.
What is gratitude?
It is mindfulness of noticing and
appreciating the positive in one’s
life; finding the strength in the
struggles and the renewed hope that
infuses joy in our moments. Gratitude shifts our focus from what our
life lacks to the abundance that is
already present. Being grateful can
be an emotion, mood, action, or
come in the form of prayer or
praise. And most importantly, it is
a sentiment that can be learned, and,
hence, controlled and practiced
daily — dare I respectfully submit
— moment-by-moment. It takes
effort but we can live with a sincere “attitude of gratitude.”
What are the psychological
benefits of being grateful?
Along with other characteristics
mentioned, gratitude can usher in
and reinforce these qualities:
—Happiness. There is a saying:
“It is not happy people who are
thankful. It is thankful people who
are happy.” One study showed that

by maintaining a gratitude journal
for just 5 minutes a day, our longterm well-being can increase by
more than 10 percent. This is comparable to doubling our income.
The rationale is that when we increase our positive emotions, it excludes our ability to experience
worry, anxiety, envy, resentment,
and even regret.
—Likeability, which increases.
Being happy makes us more
“prosocial”: nicer, more trusting,
giving. These traits are magnetic
when it comes to making friends
and deepening the bonds our relationships are built upon.
—Positive Reframing. Gratitude
decreases depressive symptoms,
helping us to use positive reframing
and positive emotion to replace pessimistic thinking. Instead of a
“downward spiral,” we can re-navigate our trajectory into an “upward
spiral.”
Additional noteworthy health
benefits of gratefulness...
—Lower blood pressure. A
study demonstrated that keeping a
daily gratitude journal decreases
blood pressure on average by 10
percent.
—Helps increase exercise time.
Keeping a weekly gratitude journal
has been shown to increase weekly
exercise by 1.5 hours a week.
—Helps us get our ZZZ’s. When
we are consumed with fewer negative thoughts, it makes it easier for
us to fall asleep. And getting a good
night of sleep provides fertile
grounds for counting our blessings
the following day.
—Lessens pain. Gratitude can
help us exercise more, which increases endorphin levels—our
body’s natural painkiller. In addition, being grateful also independently appears to improve the way
we cope with pain.
—Helps with heart problems.
When positive psychology
telemedicine (focusing on optimism, kindness, gratitude) is employed. patients with heart problems demonstrated better outcomes.
—Improves immune system.
Feelings of appreciation have been

shown to boost IgA levels — an
important immune antibody that
helps fight off foreign invaders. In
addition to keeping us free of the
common cold and other communicable illnesses, a strong immune
system can help fend off cancer.
What are some tips to help
us increase our gratitude?
Human nature can lead us down
the path of focusing on what we do
not have, instead of celebrating
what we do have and what is going
well. Being grateful requires work,
but the dividends are well worth it.
—Keeping a gratitude journal.
Writing down what we are grateful
for on a daily or weekly basis can
evoke positive emotions. Additionally, when we are enduring tough
times, it provides a chronicle of
things we can look to and reminisce
about to bring back gratefulness.
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like giving them something of ours
that they may enjoy, mowing their
lawn, or helping them tidy up their
home. And my favorite: look at
them in the eyes and tell them that
they made our world a better place.
—Expressing gratitude to
people who support and serve us —
at home, on the job and also within
our community — and our country. The freedoms we enjoy in our
amazing country are from the efforts and lives of those who fought
for them. Thank them with words,
a smile, or writing a note; tell their
boss they are doing a great job; or
leave a larger than usual tip.
On Thanksgiving Day, as we
carve turkeys and enjoy the trim—Closing doors. Unmet expec- mings, focusing on our blessings
tations can be disappointing. allows us to celebrate the present
Oftentimes, new beginnings stem moment. Living with a sincere attifrom an ending—a friendship, job, tude of gratitude can bring us hapromance, or opportunity. Be grate- piness (which affects our mental,
ful for the lessons learned and the physical, emotional, and spiritual
opportunities that will present from health. Let’s reap the rewards and
transform every day into Thanksthat closed door.
—Staying in present moment giving.
*****
awareness. The habit of being fully
This
article
is for general inforpresent and not wishing for somemation
only
and
should not be used
thing in the future or the present—
for
the
diagnosis
or treatment of
but just being grateful for what is—
medical
conditions
and cannot subcan help shift our perspective.
stitute
for
the
advice
from your
Catch ourselves when that moment
medical
professional.
Dr.
Nina has
escapes us and remind ourselves to
used
all
reasonable
care
in
compilcome back.
ing
the
current
information
but it
—Expressing thanks to those we
may
not
apply
to
you
and
your
love. Take the time to pick up the
symptoms.
Always
consult
a
doctor
phone or write a letter or email to
tell our loved ones how they have or other health care professional for
impacted us. Or, reciprocate by do- diagnosis and treatment of medical
ing something thoughtful for them, conditions.
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EarthTalk is written and edited by Roddy Scheer and Doug Moss
and is a registered trademark of E - The Environmental Magazine (www.emagazine.com). Send questions to:
earthtalk@emagazine.com. Subscribe: www.emagazine.com/
subscribe; Free Trial Issue: www.emagazine.com/trial.
Dear Earthtalk: Is recycling
still worthwhile given the expense
and emissions associated with it?
— Michael Vitti, Norwalk, OH
Americans generate about 254
million tons of trash and recycle
and compost about 87 million tons
of this material, which adds up to a
34.3 percent national recycling rate.
Recycling and composting prevented the release of approximately
186 million metric tons of carbon
dioxide in 2013, according to the
U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, comparable to taking over
39 million cars off the road for a
year.
Aluminum cans are currently
recycled more than any other beverage container in the U.S, which
is good for business and the environment, says the Aluminum Association, because making a can from
recycled aluminum saves not only
aluminum but 92 percent of the
energy required to make a new can.
A 2015 analysis by the Aluminum
Association and the Can Manufacturers Institute determined that if all
of the aluminum cans in the U.S.
were recycled, we could power four
million homes and save $800 million per year. Aluminum cans are
also the most valuable to recycling
companies, with a value of $1,491
per ton compared to $385 per ton
for PET plastic. “Cans are recycled
at the highest rates, and drive recycling programs across the country
because of the high value of aluminum compared to other packaging
materials,” said Heidi Brock, President and CEO of the Aluminum
Association.
In recent years, however, recycling companies are struggling with
higher processing costs, due in part
to newer, larger recycling bins that
don’t require user sorting and thus
become increasingly contaminated
with garbage. When the District of
Columbia replaced residents’ 32gallon bins with ones that were 50
percent larger last year, the extensive amount of non-recyclable material put into the bins drove up the
city’s processing cost for
recyclables and cut profits from
selling recyclables by more than 50
percent.
“Our biggest concern and our
biggest challenge today is municipal solid waste and contamination
in our inbound stream,” James
Delvin, CEO of ReCommunity
Recycling, which operates 31 facilities in 14 states, told Green is Good
Radio. “It’s an economic issue if
you think about we go through all
this effort to process this material,
and roughly 15 to 20 percent of
what we process ends up going

back to the landfill. It’s incredibly
inefficient to do that.” In a 2014
survey by the National Waste and
Recycling Association, nearly one
in 10 Americans admitted to throwing their waste in recycling bins
when trash cans were full; one in
five said they will place an item in
a recycling container even if they
are not completely sure it is recyclable.

Recycling companies are struggling with higher processing costs, due in part to newer, larger recycling
bins that don’t require user sorting and thus become increasingly contaminated with garbage.
“People refer to this as ‘wishful waste with recyclables, he says, pros and cons of recycling are
recycling,’ that’s just when in doubt, makes it very difficult to extract the heavily debated, but there’s never
put this in the bin because there’s true recyclable commodities that an argument over the environmenan outside chance they might be are there that have value.
tal benefits of limiting disposable
able to recycle it,” Delvin notes.
Improved education regarding packaging and utilizing more du“So you see Styrofoam. You see the proper materials to recycle is rable reusable goods, like shopping
PVC. You see batteries and those needed to allow recycling plants to bags, coffee thermoses and water
types of things...” This mixing of remain economically feasible. The bottles, to name a few, in daily life.

PLACES TO GO

November 11-17, 2015 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / Page 29

The Sukko Cultural Spa offers
Culture and Thai Spa Treatments

By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by Sukko Cultural Spa
There are many ways to enjoy
adventures in Phuket, Thailand, but
you will find so much more. After
our white water rafting and elephant
safari in the jungle, we experienced
the “real” Thailand, the essence of
Thai-ness.
They call it “Living the Thai
culture. The Sukko Cultural Spa
and Wellness Center, is the first
cultural spa in the world. From the
moment you arrive at the entrance,
you are surrounded by the beauty
of nature while within an environment of true Thai culture. Soon you
will see the Sukko Cultural Spa is
not like any other spa!
We were greeted by ladies
dressed in ancient outfits of the
Sukhothai who led us down the
long open- air hallway. All visitors
are invited to beat the gong with a
mallet, to announce their presence.
When we finally arrived at the entrance, the wall around the outside
doorway was decorated with gold
leaf; each person signed their name
on the wall and entered the spa.
With such a serenely beautiful
atmosphere, we were anxious to experience one of their treatments. I
have tried Thai massages here at the
Las Vegas Marriott Resort and at
the Thousand Waves Spa, in Santa
Fe, New Mexico, but it is different
in Thailand.
We wear our own loose clothing in the United States while the
therapist moves our body into yoga-

style positions, an effortless way of
relaxing. At the Sukko, the client is
able to choose either being naked
or wearing a special robe.
They add several Asian techniques to relax your body and soul.
My Sunny Rejuvenation massage
was a perfect blend of acupressure,
energy rebalancing, aromatherapy,
and yoga-style movements.
First a 30-minute dip in the
Jacuzzi prepared me for the treatment. The 30 aloe cooler after sun
body wrap was warm and comfort-

able as it attempted to exfoliate the
body and clear out toxins. Next the
therapist began the Aromatherapy
body massage, her hands gliding
across my body with almond oil
then other essential oils.
These oils are meant to dissolve
into the skin to treat cellulite and
refresh the body. The treatment continued with a floral water body
spray with the finale of Thai herbal
tea and snack.
Awarded outstanding performance day spa from Tourism Authority of Thailand, 2008, clients
are invited to learn about Thai cul-

ture by attending classes in Thai
cooking, fruit carving, Muay Thai
Chiya traditional Southern Thaistyle of boxing, or any of their activities. The Sukko Cultural Spa &
Wellness Center is located in
Amphur Muang, Phuket, Thailand.
The Tourism Authority of Thailand can answer your questions
about Thai cuisine, restaurants, hotels, tours and attractions, unique
settings for weddings, meeting facilities, festivals, and even SAFARIS. For brochures and information, call: Tourism Authority of
Thailand (TAT), New York City,

New York: (212) 432-0433. Los
Angeles, California: (323) 4619814. TourismThailand.org — The
official travel information website
for tourists visiting Thailand.
*****
Award-winning Syndicated Columnist Sandy Zimmerman features
Show/Dining reviews, travel,
health, luxury and more. Sandy is
talk show host of the Las Vegas Today Show programs and Discover
the Ultimate Vacation travel specials. If you wish information or
have questions, call (702)-7316491.
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LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE CLASSIFIEDS
OUTREACH PROGRAM

An outreach
program to help
the homeless to
help themselves.
CHAPLAINSTEVENSTJOHN.COM
HOUSING

COMPUTER REPAIR

HELP WANTED

LEGAL HELP

Personal Assistant Needed
Personal Assistant needed to organize
and help with basic computer skills.
Needed to be good with organization.
Willing to Pay $450 per week.
Contact
Mikemayer2006@gmail.com
for more information.

HEALTH

Health Care Facility Administrator

Cyril Ovuworie, M.D., P.C. d/b/a Red Moon Dialysis
is seeking a Health Care Facility Administrator.
Develops procedures; payroll, HR functions;
coordinates health services; supervises staff. Must
have Bachelor’s Degree (any field) or foreign equiv.
and 24 months exp. in Office Mgmt. Location: Las
Vegas, NV (Clark County). If interested, mail resume
to: Thelma Marshall, Cyril Ovuworie, M.D., P.C., d/
b/a Red Moon Dialysis, 900 S. Main St., Las Vegas,
NV 89101.

SPECIAL OFFERS

DONATE YOUR CAR
1-800-968-3660

CHAT LINES

TELEVISION OFFERS

