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U.S. Embassy opens in Cuba
By Rolando Larraz
Las Vegas Tribune
With the blood of the Cuban
martyrs dripping off the American
flag, Old Glory was raised last
week, once again, on Cuban soil —
after more than half a century.
It took a traitor like John Kerry
to play out the farce that both countries, with the help of socialist Pope
Francis, had created to open the
doors of a communist country that
for the last fifty years has taken
pride in being an enemy of the
United States.
On December 17, 2014, President Barack Obama unilaterally reestablished diplomatic relations
with Cuba in violation of the
Helms-Burton law and the Constitution. The surprising announcement came at the end of 18 months
of secret talks behind the backs of
Congress and the American and
Cuban people.
Cuban Dictator Raúl Castro has
demanded that the United States return the U.S. base at Guantánamo

My Point
of View
By Rolando Larraz

Nothing gives me more satisfaction than when I and/or this newspaper, which is my life, have been
proven right.
Every time I predict something
and it later comes to be made public, my ego is raised; and if it happens that we published what we are
saying, or we helped to open the
eyes of the electoral and the whole
community, voting or not, my ego
is raised to the roof.
When I talk about medical issues
and criticize how stupid some medical doctors behave and allow the
system to change the most normal
rules of their years of sacrifice to
get that medical doctor (MD) degree, it makes me happy when I
hear sad stories that make ALL the
doctors look bad.
It is not easy or cheap in any way
to become a doctor and then they
let the stupid system take their title
away from them by giving them the
title of “health provider” and making them puppets of the system by
securing just a little crumb money
as a salary.
Why these people that have
worked hard and sacrificed to get
that glorious diploma that certified
that they are real Medical Doctors,
which used to be a prestigious and
respectful profession, allows a socialist system to change their
profession’s name is beyond my
imagination.
However, when I heard horror
stories about what happens inside
doctors’ offices... uh, please excuse
me, “health providers’” offices... it
makes me sad, but my ego rises
again.
A dear friend of mine took her
mother to the doctor because she
had some type of problem with her
lips, which were swollen and
cracked. The lady showed the problem to the her health provider and
he asked her “What is that?” The
lady responded: “That is why I am
here; I want to know what it is. I
am not the doctor — you are.” His
response was even more scary. “I
don’t know,” he said, sounding a
little scared, a little curious and a
little stupid.
For years I have written “hard
and often” about how the telephone
operators, the clerks and the staff
are running the medical facilities
and not giving a damn about what
the HP’s (health practitioner’s)
opinion is, what he/she thinks or
what he/she has prescribed or tells
the patient before leaving the office.
All that for a miserable salary that
(See My Point of View, Page 2)

Secretary of State John Kerry came to Cuba on Friday Aug. 14, 2015 and raised the American flag above the
U.S. Embassy for the first time in 54 years.

Bay, lift the half-century trade embargo on Cuba and compensate his
country for damages before the two
nations re-establish normal relations.
“We remain convinced the
people of Cuba would be best
served by a genuine democracy,
where people are free to choose
their leaders, express their ideas,
practice their faith,” Kerry said before an audience of Cuban and U.S.
diplomats on the embassy grounds
and millions of islanders watching
and listening live.
In the Christmas edition of the
Las Vegas Tribune Cuban writer
Frank De Varona wrote: “By recognizing Cuba and partially destroying the Cuban embargo,
Barack Obama has thrown a lifesaver and given oxygen to the Cuban dictatorship that now will be
able to continue to jail opponents,
assassinate and shoot freedom-loving Cubans, and continue to oppress
12 million people.”
“Pope Francis encouraged the
(See U.S. Embassy, Page 4)

By Alexandra Cohen
Las Vegas Tribune
Last week we ended the series
on corruption in Nevada courts with
a promise to disclose names and illegal activities of other judges in the
District Court of Nevada.
To refresh the readers’ memories, we detail that this courtroom
drama began when one of the beneficiaries in this out-of-state trust,
after numerous requests for the
Trustee to produce all financial
records, was ignored.
The Trustee, Wanda Feeley, has
moved the money from a New
Hampshire bank to a bank in Nevada, where she resides.
After Wanda Feeley ignored the
several requests from her brother,
Clark Feeley, to produce those financial records, he was forced to
recur to the court of law. The case
was created only to order Wanda
Feeley to turn the financial records
over to the court.

Wanda Feeley finally produced
the records in question, and in court
was found unsuitable to continue as
a Trustee to the family trust; Judge
Allan Earl removed her as Trustee
and appointed her brother Clark as
new Trustee. That was supposed to
be the end of the Nevada courts’ interest in this out-of-state trust, but
it did not happen that way.
Judge Earl made an Order that
dictated that a home outside of Nevada in a separate and completely

different Trust had to be sold to pay
a non-prevailing attorney’s fees —
fees for defending the client who
had misappropriated funds from
money entrusted to her while she
was the Trustee of a New Hampshire trust.
The money was held in a New
Hampshire Trust. The home in New
Hampshire was held in another
Trust. The Judge ruled that the
home had to be sold to cover expenses incurred by a Trustee of an-

other Trust who was using funds for
her personal benefit. We do not
know of any such situation ever
happening prior to this case.
When the New Hampshire
Trustee sold the home to protect the
Trust’s assets and obtained a
cashier’s check in payment for that
sale, he was relying upon the laws
of the United States.
The Nevada Judge, Allan Earl,
was apparently not following the
laws of either New Hampshire or
Nevada, but the Trustee felt that
U.S. banking laws dictating that
cashier’s checks cannot have payment stopped even by Courts surely
would keep his check safe even
from this law-challenged judge.
Most people know the importance of cashier’s checks in conducting financial transactions and
that they are paramount to the integrity of banks.
At least that had been the rule
(See Feeley, Page 4)

By Thomas Mitchell
This should get interesting.
A group of people calling themselves the We Decide Coalition has
filed an initiative petition with the
Nevada Secretary of State that
would give voters a chance to repeal the $1.4 billion in tax hikes
passed by the 2015 Legislature at
the behest of Gov. Brian Sandoval
— Senate Bill 483.
The political and legal wrangling promise to get down in the
mud.
Politically, the filing struck a raw
nerve with our Republican governor, who unleashed a withering diatribe, calling the petition “a
wrongheaded attack on the children
and families of Nevada. Supported
by more than seventy percent of
legislators, the revenue the petition

seeks to eliminate will go directly
to the classroom and give teachers
the resources to deliver a quality
education. Most Nevadans understand that more investment in our
schools, with proper accountability
and reform, will improve graduation rates and student performance.
It is also clear that if our schools
don’t improve, businesses won’t
come here. The time is now to build
the workforce of the future.”
Never mind that the state has
increased education spending 80
percent per pupil, adjusted for inflation, during the past 40 years
with no detectible effect on test
scores.
Unfazed by the historic record
of failure for his proposed education spending, Sandoval attacked
the petitioners by demanding:

“Those responsible for promoting
this petition must answer a simple
question to the parents of Nevada:
What will you cut?”
Among possible cuts, Sandoval
helpfully listed class-size reduction,
which has a 25-year track record of
failure to produce. He mentioned
anti-bullying programs, which have
little to do with actual education. He
singled out all-day kindergarten,
which even the U.S. Department of
Education admits has not improved
outcomes.
He also listed the Read by Three
program, which would require that
children who are not proficient in
reading by the end of the third grade
would not be promoted to the fourth
grade. How much does that cost?
Besides it is not scheduled to go into
effect until the 2019-20 school year,

after Sandoval leaves office.
“I strongly oppose the petition,”
Sandoval concluded. “Its passage
will destroy a generational opportunity to finally modernize and improve an under-performing education system.”
Where and when have we heard
that before?
For their part the petitioners
point out that SB483 is the largest
tax hike in Nevada history and includes a gross receipts tax — under the rubric of a commerce tax
— that is similar to the teachers
union tax that 80 percent of Nevada
voters rejected at the ballot box just
this past November. At that same
election the voters also rejected a
mining tax hike.
Doesn’t appear the voters have
(See Petition, Page 4)

The Feeley court drama continues...

Tax hike battle should prove to be
a bruiser — politically and legally

FROM THE DESK OF GORDON MARTINES

LVMPD is a Den of Iniquity
By Gordon Martines
By definition from two sources,
the LVMPD qualifies completely
for this label.
Etymology — The origin of the
term [den of iniquity] can be traced
back to the New Testament of the
Bible. In the Gospels of both Mark
and Matthew, Jesus condemns those
who have been using the sacred

temple as a marketplace, proclaiming that they have “made it a den
of thieves.” To this day, writers use
the word “den” to mean a place
where iniquitous activities are carried out.
Den, noun: den of iniquity (plural, dens of iniquity); (idiomatic) A
place of immoral behavior, usually
of a sexual type.

A few other words for “den of
iniquity” from Moby Thesaurus II
by Grady Ward: Babylon,
Gomorrah, Sodom, bawdy house,
bordello, cat-house, crib, den, den
of vice, disorderly house, dive,
hellhole, hole, house of assignation,
joint, panel den, red-light district,
sink, sink of corruption, sink of iniquity, whorehouse.

Lately, the LVMPD is asking for
more money under the guise of the
“More Cops” tax initiative.This is
the fourth time this subject has
come up, and hopefully it will be
defeated again.
Just to remind everyone of past
actions and deeds by the LVMPD,
when it comes to money and their
(See From the Desk, Page 5)
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My Point of View
(Continued from Page 1)
if they would have taken a chance
to open their own practice (after a
few years of internship in some
“doctor’s” abortion clinic (that I call
a slaughter house) they most likely
will be doubling their income; it is
almost like becoming an attorney
and being in an internship program
at the District Attorney’s Office or
the Public Defenders Office for life.
Those people who spent time
and money to become medical doctors or attorneys and later became
slaves of a not too well appreciated
group controlled by a dictatorship
system that required them to bow
and do whatever the system told
them to do, may have gone that way
because they are lazy and have no
aspirations to be anything but
middlemen between the office and
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the so-called patient.
I understand that it’s all a matter
of money more than a profession;
they get a salary and maybe overtime pay in some cases, insurance
for both them and their families;
they get a rent-free office that includes telephone service, power, a
copy machine, computers, and
scanner. And on the lawyers’ side,
their job (yes, it’s a job not a profession) includes a couple of investigators and they get to look like
important people.
Another case of “I told you so”
is the case of North Las Vegas City
Attorney Sandra Douglass Morgan;
when I wrote that she wanted to become a judge in that jurisdiction and
some people close to campaign
pimp David Thomas told me that I
was wrong, that she did not want to
be a judge — that all she wanted
was to be confirmed as the City
Attorney; but later when Judge
Ramsey, who is not on the list of
favorite people of Mayor John Lee,
became the target of a recall, the
first name that was on the list was
Sandra Douglass Morgan.
On July 8, 2015 the Las Vegas
Sun, an eight-page insert inside the
daily newspaper wrote: “North Las
Vegas City Attorney Sandra
Douglass Morgan is jumping into
the race to unseat embattled North
Las Vegas Municipal Court Judge
Catherine Ramsey in an upcoming
recall election.
“The news initially came from a
Facebook post circulated this morning that included a flier advertising

a fundraiser for Morgan on Thursday under the slogan, ‘It’s Time to
Make a Change.’ “Morgan’s candidacy was confirmed by David Thomas, a political consultant and one
of the organizers of the recall effort against Ramsey.”
That, my friends was the tip of
the iceberg because as I have said
on my radio show every time I had
a chance, “I TOLD YOU SO” and
no one can imagine how good being right made me feel.
Some people believe that because I talk with an accent I may
think with an accent, but nothing is
further from the truth. Others do not
want to realize that I am Cuban, not
mentally retarded, and that I have a
seventh sense that tells me when
something is not right. Also, my
sense of detecting lies and corruption enable me to find it out by feeling it in a New York minute.
As soon as I saw the relationship
between Lisa Mayo De Riso, a campaign imitator of David Thomas,
with newcomer Assemblywoman
Victoria Seaman, who used to have
the support of the Las Vegas Tribune and Radio Tribune — where
she used to have a radio show, free
of charge — I knew that there was
trouble for the naive assemblywoman and she was going to be
manipulated by her “campaign
manager.”
Now only seven months after
being elected to the Nevada Assembly (not even the nine months
needed to have a baby), the
wannabe Nevada legislator an-

nounced that she’ll be running for
State Senator, thereby disrespecting
her constituents, who sent her to the
assembly.
The same is the case with Assemblywoman Michelle Fiore, another Las Vegas Tribune “protege”
who now is ashamed to even know
us because of Lisa Mayo De Riso’s
antagonistic feelings against me,
personally, because I do not agree
with her modus operandi.
Neither of those two Lisa Mayo

De Riso clients wants to hear the
fact that they are out of their league
by running for a higher office, but
history will speak for me at last.
My name is Rolando Larraz, and
as always, I approved this column.
Rolando Larraz is Editor in
Chief of the Las Vegas Tribune. His
column appears weekly in this
newspaper. To contact Rolando
Larraz,
email
him
at:
Rlarraz@lasvegastribune.com or
at 702-272-4634.
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Quote of the Week:

“The price of success is hard
work, dedication to the job at
hand, and the determination that
whether we win or lose, we have
applied the best of ourselves to
the task at hand.”
—Vince Lombardi

Please Note:

Although the Las Vegas Tribune
is open to all and sundry opinions about what we publish, we
wish to inform all those who
choose to submit their opinions
in writing to refrain from threatening anyone about whom an article is written or the writer of
the article. In other words, any
opinions containing threats will
not be published. We thank you
for adhering to this policy.

MISSION
STATEMENT

We search for the truth, embrace the truth, and print the truth.
If we inadvertently print something that is not true, we will let
our readers know. We are open to
documented information to shed
light on any issue of concern to
our readers. We are of service to
our community, and it is our intention to serve our community
the best way we can.

RECEIVE A FREE COPY OF THE LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE EVERY WEEK!
To receive a complimentary link to every new issue of the Las Vegas Tribune, please send
an email to circulation@lasvegastribune.com and give us the email address where you
would like your copy sent. We look forward to having you as a subscriber to our publication.
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Henderson Pavilion 2015 Fall Season Unveiled

The City of Henderson released
its much-anticipated 2015 fall season at the Henderson Pavilion, located at 200 S. Green Valley Pkwy.
Running August-November, the
lineup includes pop-rock sensation
R5, classic movie nights, Grammywinning Los Lobos, and Swan Lake
performed by the Russian Grand
Ballet.
Tickets go on sale to the general
public for Classic Movies at the Pavilion, A Night of Irish Spirit - Solas
and The High Kings, and Los Lobos at 10 a.m. Tuesday, September
1. Tickets for the remaining lineup
are already on sale. Guests may secure preferred seating at
cityofhenderson.com, calling 702267-4TIX (4849), or visiting the
Henderson Pavilion Box Office
from 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. TuesdayFriday.
Additional information on the
2015 fall season at the Henderson
Pavilion is below. The schedule is
subject to change.
R5
Presented by AEG Live
August 20 at 7 p.m.
Tickets start at $25
Pop-rock quintet continues their
path to world domination with the
upcoming release of their second
album, Sometime Last Night, and
a headlining U.S. tour of the same
name. Led by Disney’s Ross Lynch,
his siblings Riker, Rocky and
Rydel, and friend Ellington
“Ratliff,” the band entertains fans
with an electrifying show of smash
hits, including “Let’s Not Be Alone
Tonight.” Special guests include
Jacob Whitesides and Ryland.
Classic Movies at the Pavilion
September 4 and 11,
October 9 and 23 at 8 p.m.
Tickets start at $6.50
Step back in time with an allnew outdoor cinematic experience.
Movie buffs and their families enjoy a series of open-air screenings
of popular throwback films and the
greatest movies of all time. Movie
listings are available online or by
calling the box office.
Las Vegas Jazz Festival
Presented by
Music Foundation of AZ
September 25
from 3 p.m.-10 p.m.
September 26
from 11:30 a.m.-10 p.m.
September 27
from noon-10 p.m.
Tickets start at $55
This three-day event highlights
some of the best R&B and smooth
jazz acts. Headliners for this year’s
festival include Erykah Badu, Toni
Braxton, Anthony Hamilton, and
The Isley Brothers.
Russian Grand Ballet presents
Swan Lake
Presented by Voice Art Group
October 10 at 7pm
Tickets start at $10
Russia’s brightest stars bring to
life one of the greatest fairytales of
all time. Tchaikovsky’s timeless
ballet follows the love story of
Prince Siegfried and swan maiden
Odette as they battle against the evil
sorcerer’s spell. With exquisite
dancing, costumes and sets, Swan
Lake is sure to mesmerize classical
ballet enthusiasts and theater newcomers of all ages.
A Night of Irish Spirit - Solas
and The High Kings
October 17 at 8pm
Tickets start at $10
A quintessential Irish-American
band and a platinum-selling Irish
folk group team up for an enchanted
evening honoring the Emerald Isle.
Immerse yourself in the culture
with two hours of traditional Irish
music, laughter and good times.

Los Lobos
November 7 at 8pm
Tickets start at $15
The three-time Grammy Awardwinners perform their greatest hits
from a music anthology spanning
more than 30 years. Featured on the
soundtrack of the highly-acclaimed
motion picture La Bamba, the band
pays homage to Ritchie Valens, one
of the forefathers of rock ‘n roll,
with their cover version of “La
Bamba,” among other popular
songs from their career.
For more information on shows
or the Henderson Pavilion, visit
cityofhenderson.com or call 702267-4TIX (4849). Follow us on
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.
*****
Back to school, back to
protecting your child’s
information
It’s back to school time. That
means forms, forms and more
forms — the school directory,
scholarships, sports teams, scouts,
and the list goes on. As you get
started, consider these tips for keeping your child’s personal information safe, from pre-school through
college.
—Safeguard your child’s SSN.
Don’t carry your child’s Social Security card with you. And don’t give
your child’s Social Security number (SSN) unless absolutely necessary. If someone wants it, ask why
and find out how they’ll protect it.
—Limit what kids share
online. Teach kids not to post their
name, address or full date of birth
on social media.
—Use strong passwords on
smartphones, tablets or laptops.
Teach the importance of changing
passwords — and not sharing them.
This is especially important for college students in a dorm or other
shared living.
—Use a crosscut shredder.
Shred documents with your child’s
personal information, when you no
longer need them. Consider buying
a shredder for your college student
to shred pre-approved credit offers.
In the wrong hands, those offers can
be used for identity theft.
—Know your rights under
FERPA. The Federal Educational
Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA)
protects the privacy of student
records. FERPA requires schools to
notify parents and guardians about
their school directory policy. It also
gives you the right to opt out of the
release of directory information to
third parties.
—Get familiar with GPS services on mobile phones. You can
use GPS to track where your child
is... but others can too. Tell your
kids to limit the use of GPS so they
are not broadcasting their location
to the world.
Check out Net Cetera: Chatting
with kids about being online for
more back-to-school ideas on talking with kids about online safety.
And if someone misuses your
child’s information, go to
IdentityTheft.gov to find out what
steps to take. The FTC’s website has
more information about child identity theft.
*****
Las Vegas parents should
add health insurance to
Back-to-School checklist
Back-to-School season will be
here before we know it — and many
parents will need to complete health
forms, get physicals and immunizations, and fulfill other health requirements for their children before
they return to the classroom. But,
without health insurance, meeting
some of these requirements can
pose a financial challenge. Las Ve-

gas parents may be unaware that
their kids may be eligible for free
or low-cost health coverage through
Medicaid and Nevada Check Up.
In fact, children and adults with
health insurance through Medicaid
and Nevada Check Up receive coverage for regular check-ups, immunizations, doctor and dentist visits,
hospital care, mental health services, prescriptions and more. All
of which are services needed year
round, not just for back-to-school.
Foundation for Positively Kids
wants to remind parents that a
strong start to the school year begins with health insurance. As you
plan your Back-to-School stories,
consider interviewing a representative from the Foundation for Positively Kids to learn how to help get
local children enrolled in Medicaid
and Nevada Check Up. Foundation
for Positively Kids (PK) is a nonprofit, children’s health agency that
has provided comprehensive health
care services for children in Clark
County since 1999.
*****
American Civil Liberties
Union of Nevada Sponsors
Sex Education Essay
Competition for
Clark County
High School Students
American Civil Liberties Union
of Nevada (ACLUNV) is hosting a
sex education essay competition for
Clark County students attending
public schools. Specific limits
within the district’s current sex education program, student exclusion,
and delays in updating the curriculum, prompted the ACLUNV to
create an opportunity for students
to express themselves freely about
their perspectives on sex education.
Students will have their
#SexEdSay!
Many students requested a student sex education survey be circulated within Clark County schools;

this request has repeatedly been
denied. ACLUNV designed the
contest to demonstrate how free
speech works by giving students a
platform for expressing their views.
“Students in Clark County
schools plead with trustees to allow
them to participate in sex education
curriculum surveys, only to be told
‘no.’ CCSD’s refusal to provide students with factual, unbiased, and
critically important, lifelong information defies the very purpose of
education. Students know exactly
what they have or have not been
taught, what they know, and what
they need to know,” said Tod Story,
executive director. “With our
#SexEdSay scholarship competition, student voices will not only be
heard but also rewarded for their
thoughtful, meaningful, and essential insights on this critical topic.”
ACLUNV encourages students
in grades 9 through 12 to write a
600-750 word essay explaining
their needs and perspectives about
what sex education should be. Students should provide perspective in
their essays on who should receive
sex education, what sex education
should include, what would make
it more inclusive and effective, why
sex education is important, what
they did and did not learn in their
previous sex education class, what
they wish they had learned, and
how sex education can be taught
more effectively in schools.
ACLUNV believes students know
best what information they need to
be educated about keeping themselves safe and healthy, and that students deserve to have the information they need to make educated
decisions on matters that impact
their futures.
Essays will be accepted until
September 18, 2015. Winners will
be announced publicly on October
5, 2015. Scholarships totaling
$10,000 will be awarded with
$5,000 for first place, $3,000 for
second place, and $2,000 for third
place.
For details or more information
visit: http://www.aclunv.org/
sexedsay.

*****
Girl Scouts of Southern
Nevada’s “Dessert Before
Dinner” to take place Saturday, Sept. 26
Dessert Before Dinner, the annual premier fundraising event benefiting the Girl Scouts of Southern
Nevada will take place Saturday,
Sept. 26, at Caesars Palace. Nearly
1,000 of the city’s top influencers
and community leaders are expected to attend, making it the largest Dessert Before Dinner event to
date.
Dessert Before Dinner is the annual premier fundraising event benefiting the Girl Scouts of Southern
Nevada. Now established as one of
the city’s most exciting fundraising
events, Dessert Before Dinner
brings area chefs together to create
the ultimate confection incorporating one chosen signature Girl Scout
cookie. Guests indulge in desserts
before the first course is even
served, hence the name. In addition
to the chefs’ competition, an array
of the city’s most high-profile
women will be honored for being
incredible role models and paving
the way for success for future businesswomen in Southern Nevada.
They will also receive honorary
badges, selected specifically for
them based on their own professional achievements.
Gala’s proceeds will continue to
lay the foundation for all girls in
Southern Nevada to make their
dreams come true. In addition to
funding scholarships, proceeds enable the organization to reach girls
in all demographics and areas of the
community as well as expanding
upon current programming such as
Science, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics (STEM), social
values and financial literacy. Most
importantly, support for Girl Scouts
of Southern Nevada helps encourage girls to embrace imaginative
and innovative approaches to everything they do — with the goal
of creating a better world for all.
This year’s selected cookie, honorees and participating chefs will be
announced later this month.

Dessert Before Dinner 2014
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Petition

(Continued from Page 1)
much of an appetite for tax increases, even if their elected lawmakers do.
But the real fight over this initiative petition is likely to take place
in the courts. In fact, the petitioners themselves do not seem overly
anxious to begin the arduous task
of gathering the 55,000 signatures
by June 2016 to qualify the referendum for the ballot. They think a
court challenge is inevitable.
They say there will undoubtedly
be a legal challenge and, therefore,
“there isn’t much sense in potentially wasting a lot of time, effort
and money actually circulating this
petition until the inevitable court

challenges are resolved.”
The legal hurdle is likely to be
the single-subject rule, which has
tripped many petitioners. This law
was passed in 2005 and says any
initiative petition must contain “but
one subject and matters necessarily connected therewith and pertaining thereto.”
SB483 contains a half dozen
taxes, which arguably violates the
state constitution, which reads:
“Each law enacted by the Legislature shall embrace but one subject...”
Petition proponents argue
SB483 passed the Legislature and
was signed by the governor as one
subject; therefore, repeal would be

one subject.
“In the past, courts have defined
the meaning of ‘single subject’ very
broadly for legislation but very narrowly for citizen ballot initiatives,”
Chuck Muth, president of Citizen
Outreach and one the petition instigators. “The only way for the
courts to reject this particular wordfor-word referendum as a violation
of the single subject rule is to tell
the people of Nevada that they are
held to a completely different, thoroughly discriminatory definition of
‘single subject’ than the people we
the people elect.”
Let the battle begin and when the
dust clears, we’ll see if the taxpayers come out the winners or losers.

(Continued from Page 1)
until Judge Earl came along.
“Judge Earl’s agenda to pay a
non-prevailing attorney was so
overpowering that he would abuse
his power and through acts perpetrated under the color of law violate Federal Codes that are classified as Class ‘A’ Felonies,” said
Clark Feeley.
“These acts are especially specious because of his office. He is a
judge obligated to uphold laws,”
Clark Feeley told the Las Vegas
Tribune.
This judge ignored the State of
New Hampshire’s sovereignty and
Trust law and principles that have
existed since the Roman days.
What he did was destroy a family without the slightest regard for
his illegal actions. That was a terrible violation of his oath of office.
Yet what he did next was worse.
Judge Earl ordered Clark Feeley
to submit the cashier’s check representing the corpus of a New
Hampshire Trust to his control.
Clark Feeley had a binding obligation by Trust law and statutes of
both New Hampshire and Nevada
to protect Trust assets and he refused to do so.
Further, the Supreme Court of
the United States had set a mandatory binding precedent that established that no State Court had subject matter jurisdiction to make
such an Order. Judge Earl’s mind
was not to be deterred by a binding
United States Supreme Court Decision, so he, without cause, removed Clark Feeley as Trustee and
issued a bench warrant for his arrest.
The depth of Judge Earl’s illegal actions is truly remarkable.
Even facing jail, Clark Feeley could
not abide by an illegal Order of
Judge Earl, who had no jurisdiction.
Faced with this uncooperative
Trustee, Judge Earl appointed a
Nevada Trustee to a New Hampshire Trust, thereby committing
another illegal act. Nevertheless,
Clark Feeley still had the cashier’s
check. Judge Earl was refusing to
issue a final ruling until he had control of the cashier’s check so he

could distribute funds to his favorite Nevada family of attorneys.
Clark Feeley could not appeal
any order until it was final. This
should have been a checkmate.
Make the final Order and leave the
appeal over subject matter jurisdiction to the Supreme Court of Nevada.
Judge Earl’s agenda of paying all
the attorneys would not be complete. The judge and the Nevada and
New Hampshire attorneys, along
with the Nevada appointed Trustee,
Randall Thoman, entered into a
scheme to induce the New Hampshire bank to stop payment on the
cashier’s check.
Cashier’s checks are negotiable
instruments that are very important
vehicles for accomplishing financial transactions and carry a “cash
equivalency” designation. When
issued, they are irrevocable and
payment cannot be stopped. Any
interference with a bank’s commitment is considered inducement and
is a Class “A” Felony under 18
U.S.C. 1014.
The crime is the act of inducement. A New Hampshire bank officer informs the lawyer, Randall
Thoman, and the judge that a
cashier’s check cannot have payment stopped per UCC banking
regulations. The only UCC provision for a stop payment is if the
cashier’s check is lost, destroyed,
or stolen.
Earl and the other parties perpetrate a scheme to enter an agreement
attesting that the cashier’s check is
lost, destroyed, or stolen by being
held by Clark Feeley.
Their scheme would rest on a
distortion by claiming that Clark
Feeley is not amendable to service
of process. This language exists in
the UCC Regulation, but applies to
a situation where the check has actually been stolen.
Clark Feeley is the legal New
Hampshire Trustee, a primary beneficiary, and has a binding obligation to protect the corpus of the New
Hampshire Trust asset.
He was holding the check waiting for a final Order from Nevada
that could be appealed. Until that

event he was the prevailing party
of the Nevada lawsuit, is listed as
the judgment creditor, and has every right to protect the Trust from
inalienable attacks by law and statute.
To infer that Clark Feeley is not
amendable to service of process is
laughable. He is the plaintiff in a
lawsuit that prevailed. This is an example of trained distortion of language to support an agenda by attorneys to enrich themselves.
The Law of Cashier’s Checks is
that they are not subject to any defense of a bank to not pay if they
received good value for the issuance of the check.
Any claim by the bank or lawyers after issuance is irrelevant.
Clark Feeley bought the cashier’s
check with good funds and the bank
must follow his payment instructions as the holder of the check; in
fact, the cashier’s check was a suggestion of a bank officer who told
Clark that it was more safe than
walking around with a million and
one half dollars in his pockets.
Nevertheless, Judge Earl orders
Howard Roitman to sign a fraudulent Affidavit and Agreement with
the bank stating that the cashier’s
check is lost, destroyed, or stolen.
The bank officer accepts and
signs the agreement even though all
parties are well aware that the affidavit is false. Now the fraudulent
Order signed by Judge Earl under
the color of law induces the bank
to send funds of $1,340,00 to the
control of the Nevada Court.
Because the Affidavit is fraud,
18 U.S.C 1344 was violated, which
amounts to a Class “A” Felony perpetrated by a sitting Nevada District Court Judge.
At some point the New Hampshire bank is going to seek the return of the funds to New Hampshire. A provision in the Agreement
dictates that in the event the bank
should be forced to honor the
cashier’s check they issued.
At that time the State of Nevada
will be responsible to ensure the
return of the funds illegally obtained through the fraudulent Order
signed by a Nevada District Court
Judge.

Feeley

U.S. Embassy Building in Havana,Cuba

U.S. Embassy

(Continued from Page 1)
negotiations. Unfortunately, the Pope did not demand, as neither did
Obama, that the tyrant Raúl Castro respect human rights, hold free and
fair elections, and release all political prisoners,” wrote De Varona.
In Havana, a line had already formed at 6 a.m. along the side of the
embassy. Families clutched sheaves of paper as they awaited interviews
and appointments with officials.
Beyond the edge of the tidy line, hundreds more gathered in a small
park awaiting their turn, and dozens more formed a separate line beyond
that. For the first time in decades, American Embassy personnel were
managing the order of entrants, taking names, calling names, answering
questions.
Many of those waiting had relatives in the United States they planned
to visit or live with. Almost all had made appointments months — some
said years — earlier to facilitate their visas, and, they said, they had just
happened to arrive on the building’s first day as an official embassy.
Secretary of State John Kerry, considered by his fellow Vietnam veterans a traitor, is part of the historical betrayal of this nation to the people
of Cuba that, again, Agustin Blazquez refer to in this edition of the Las
Vegas Tribune on page 14 (“Old Glory Cried”); it is a must read.
On July 24 Las Vegas Tribune’s Alexandra Cohen wrote: “Seeing the
Cuban flag waiving only a few blocks from the White House and the U.S.
Congress is a sad enough sight for the country and an affront to the Cuban community; seeing the American flag waiving on terrorist territory is
an affront to the entire free world; but seeing the red and black flag of the
26 de Julio (July 26) at the event made it a shameful event that displayed
a lack of respect from the president and his administration for the decent
and hard-working Cubans that have taken this country as their second
country and home and have taken the oath of citizenship so their children
would be able to be part of the country that opened its arms to them.”
While many cities in the United States have openly criticized the Obama
Administration for his acts against the Cuban community in this country,
Las Vegas residents have maintained silence and the local media has not
made any approach to the old-timer residents in Clark County.
One article came out in the daily newspaper, ironically interviewing
younger newcomers to this country, raised on the Castro regime that knew
nothing about the Cuban tragedy, freedom and liberty that most likely has
visited their country of origin several times since they arrived here seven
or ten years ago.

An outreach
program to help
the homeless to
help themselves.
CHAPLAINSTEVENSTJOHN.COM

Grandson of Morris A. Shenker Sr.
and son of M. Arthur Shenker Jr.
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Reid now says he is undecided
about the Iran nuclear deal

By Thomas Mitchell
Sen. Harry Reid took the opportunity Wednesday to sit down with
both the Review-Journal and the
Sun to discuss issues.
He told the R-J he is undecided
about how to vote on the Iran
nuclear deal crafted by the Obama
administration, while the Sun simply quoted him as saying: “It’s a
difficult deal.”
The Sun posted its interview
online at 2:59 p.m. Wednesday and
the R-J posted its story an hour later,
along with a dozen videos from the
interview. Thursday Reid’s interview was the banner in the R-J, but
the Sun, as is typical, printed not a
word of its interview.
Only July 14, Reid effusively
stated:
“Today’s historic accord is the
result of years of hard work by
President Barack Obama and his
administration. The world community agrees that a nuclear-armed
Iran is unacceptable and a threat to
our national security, the safety of
Israel and the stability of the Middle
East. Now it is incumbent on Congress to review this agreement with
the thoughtful, level-headed process an agreement of this magnitude
deserves.”
But now he tells the R-J, “I just
have to work through some of my
personal issues, because when it all
boils down to it, it’s a question of
conviction. It’s not a (long pause as
he appeared to search for the right
word or struggled with the fact that
he uttered the word “conviction”)
political calculus for me anymore,”
adding, “If Israel weren’t involved,
it would be much easier for me.”
The printed version delved no
deeper into the matter or any spe-

Senator Harry Reid
cifics, but in a video Reid said there the Senate, has come out against the
were certain people he felt he deal, and has been smeared by the
needed to talk to about the deal.
political calculators on the left for
Chuck Schumer, Reid’s ex- doing so.
pected leader of the Democrats in
Reid’s new-found conviction

trying to undermine President
Obama.”
This appears to be the first time
Reid has shown anything but partisan political calculus on this topic.
That did not appear to warrant a
mention in either newspaper.
For some reason the Sun, which
usually trumpets anything to do
with Israel and positively worships
the ground on which Reid walks,
gave the Iran deal short shrift toward the bottom on the story. The
Sun’s lede as about Reid criticizing NV Energy for opposing additional rooftop solar panels in Nevada. The Sun online has numerous photos of Reid but no video.
The comments under the stories
at both websites included a number questioning Reid’s integrity in
pithy language.

Trump takes same stance as
Reid on birthright citizenship
By Thomas Mitchell
Donald Trump has released a position paper
on immigration that includes a potshot at
Nevada’s Sen. Harry Reid.
“End birthright citizenship. This remains
the biggest magnet for illegal immigration. By
a 2:1 margin, voters say it’s the wrong policy,
including Harry Reid who said ‘no sane country’ would give automatic citizenship to the children of illegal immigrants,” the paper states.
Yes, Reid used those very words, though it
was in 1993, and, as with so many things, Harry
has evolved since then.
Harry said in a Senate floor speech:
“If making it easy to be an illegal alien isn’t
enough, how about offering a reward for being
an illegal immigrant? No sane country would
do that, right? Guess again. If you break our laws

From The Desk
(Continued from Page 1)
financial responsibility to the community, let us not forget the taxpayer outlay of $42,000,000 for a
previously known corrupted and
defunct Harris Corporation police
radio system, along with the additional $26,000,000 to try and fix the
Harris Corporation police radio system, which to this day still does not
work properly.
So where did all this money go?
Why isn’t there a lawsuit against the
Harris Corporation to recoup this
money? Into whose pocket did
those millions go?
So now, if I get this straight, the
LVMPD wants more money from
taxpayers to squander on high tech
toys, including more money to fix
the present police radio system.
There should have been plenty of
money saved by police officers not
having to respond to minor traffic
collisions any more, to say nothing
of the closing of substations, and
their restricted hours of operations.
My suggestion is that everyone
look very closely at who is really
getting the money, and this is without any oversight. Always follow
the money.
Without actually examining the
present qualifications and proper
training of our police force, some
may think by putting a body camera on each patrolman that the police cultural attitude that is taught
to each police officer from day one
is going to change and improve,
when dealing with the public, and
that it is actually going to have a
positive effect on relations.

comes on the heels of his blasting
Republicans in February for daring
to demand a vote on sanctions to
pressure the Iranians to negotiate,
accusing Republicans of injecting
“partisan politics into the mix.”
In March, Reid called a letter —
penned by 47 Republicans to Iranian leaders reminding them of
Congress’ role in any deal — a
“hard slap in the face” of the United
States, as well as a “juvenile” attack and an attempt to undermine
Obama “purely out of spite.”
“Before this compromise (on the
Iran deal) even came to the floor,
certain Senate Republicans were
determined to destroy it,” Reid said
on the Senate floor in May. “A number of Senate Republicans are prioritizing presidential politics over
national security. Others are simply

Quit believing what you are seeing on TV and quit believing what
you read from the cop-haters on
main and secondary news media
sites. The reality is that the qualifications to become a police officer
have dropped dramatically across
the board, and it is partially due to
political appointments by upper police managers, to pay back political favors for other associated corrupted activities. This type of activity can have drastic effects in the
long run.
I have personally voiced my opposition to the LVMPD police
union endorsements of political
candidates, starting in the early
eighties. My opposition was immediately overruled by the Board of
Directors, and thus, this has also
contributed to the present day “Den
of Iniquity Corruption” that exists
today in the LVMPD. I imagine you
could draw a similar comparison to
our corrupted Federal Government.
Politics in any form should never
be associated with our police department. Besides taking the Oath
to support and defend the Constitution of the United States of
America and the Bill of Rights,
most police officers also take another Oath of Police Ethics, which
further defines their code of conduct while enforcing the laws of the
state, county and city.
We have noticed lately that even
a small percentage of Americans
can drastically affect the lifestyles
of the majority. I have constantly
striven for years to eliminate completely the word “RACE” from our

DO YOU NEED AN EDITOR?

Have you been embarrassed lately when someone pointed
out to you that you misspelled a word in your report or maybe
had a whole sentence all messed up? Have you personally
felt that you could’ve done a much better job on that manuscript
but just didn’t have the time?
Why put off doing what you know you should have done before:
call in an editor! As a word-, sentence-, and document-doctor,
she will fix what needs fixing by adding a little of this or that,
and taking out what shouldn’t have been there in the first place.
Give yourself the luxury of looking your best in print!
Editor-at-your-service@gmail.com. 702-706-6875.

Donald Trump outlines his immigration policy
and compares his stance on birthright
citizenship to that of Harry Reid.

vocabulary and any/all associations
with anything.
This word has been so destructive in ruining careers, lifestyles,
cultures, and lives. Yet, when any
group cannot logically substantiate
their belief or cause, then inevitably they drop back to our old indefensible friend “RACE,” to give
themselves that needed credibility.
This is lame and weak.
To date, having learned that
“saggy pants” is now ranked into
the “racists” category is proof positive that the American culture is in
deep trouble.
When six black youths attack a
lone white youth and beat him
within an inch of his life, and ev-

by entering this country without permission and
give birth to a child, we reward that child with
U.S. citizenship and guarantee access to all public and social services this country provides. Now
that’s a lot of services. Is it any wonder that twothirds of the babies born at taxpayer expense at
county run hospitals in Los Angeles are born to
illegal alien mothers?”
Earlier this year, Republican Sen. David
Vitter wanted to offer an amendment to stop socalled birthright citizenship in which the child
of parents in the country illegally is automatically granted citizenship simply because of
where it is born here. This is because of an 1898
Supreme Court interpretation of the 14th Amendment.
Harry Reid called the proposal “Vitter’s stupid amendment.

erybody (mainstream media) ignores the fact that this is a hate
crime, and refuses to address this
incident and label it what it really
is, then, folks, this may come as a
shock, but that is called discrimination.
The LVMPD currently engages
in all of the above actions and
deeds, and has a whole wagon-load
of crimes that they need to be held
accountable for, which were committed against this community.
With God’s help and a few “stand
tall” individuals, we can start cleaning up this community, starting with
the Den of Iniquity that is the
LVMPD.
IN GOD WE TRUST

*****
Gordon Martines is a former
LVMPD detective who has served
in many capacities over his 39-year
career in law enforcement. He was
a candidate for sheriff in 2002,
2006, 2010 and 2014, with the intention of bringing integrity and accountability back to the department,
and filed a federal lawsuit against
LVMPD in 2011. Martines has appeared on “Face The Tribune” radio show several times and is currently the host of “Open Mic” on
Tuesdays and Thursday at 11:00
a.m. He contributes his opinions
and ideas to the Las Vegas Tribune
to keep the public informed and
help improve policing in Las Vegas.
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How to fix the Social Security debacle
By Thomas Mitchell
I kept thinking this week as
Washington bureaucrats celebrated
the 80th birthday of Social Security that I should point out how the
whole thing is a big Ponzi scheme,
as I did in 2009. Eighty years ago
every retiree was supported by 40
workers, but soon that ratio will be
2 to 1.
Sen. Harry Reid says Social Security is just fine, though in 1980
he said the trust fund was being
embezzled.
Stephen Moore beat me to it
with an op-ed in Investor’s Business
Daily. “From the moment Franklin
Roosevelt created Social Security
in 1935, the system was set up as a
classic Ponzi scheme,” he writes,
citing the worker to retiree ratios.

Moore not only points out the
problem, but he offers a fix:
There are options to fix the program, but they’re all very bad for
today’s and tomorrow’s workers.

Democrats want to raise the tax —
and take even more money from
workers’ paychecks. Republicans,
like New Jersey Gov. Chris
Christie, want to cut benefits. Any-

way you cut it, young workers will
be asked to pay more in and get less
out.
Another fix that would forever
end the Ponzi scheme and provide

today’s young workers with higher,
not lower benefits.
Give them the option of putting
10 percent of their 12.6 percent payroll tax dollars into an individual
account that’s invested in an index
fund of all stocks.
At historic rates of return, this
would give workers a 7 percent return per year, which would let them
retire as millionaires after 40 years
of work.
They’d receive two to three
times more than Social Security
promises.
Social Security could still be
there as a backstop for those who
didn’t reach a minimum benefit,
and the feds could issue long-term
bonds to pay existing retirees their
promised benefits.

fellow who praised the EPA’s futile
and job-killing Clean Power Plan.
Stephens questions the certitude
of someone with Obama’s track
record. Al Qaeda is not on the run.
Assad’s days are not numbered. You
could not keep your doctor or your
insurance. There is no reset with
Russia. And Yemen was not an antiterrorism success story.
This was the speech in which
Obama compared Republicans to
Iranian hardliners, you know, the
people he just negotiated the deal
with. “In fact, it’s those hardliners
who are most comfortable with the
status quo. It’s those hardliners
chanting “Death to America” who
have been most opposed to the
deal,” Obama said. ” They’re making common cause with the Republican caucus.” The White House
transcript indicates this was met

with laughter and applause. Nice.
But now there are reports that the
U.S. secretly agreed to a nuclear
Iran back in 2011.
According to Israel Hayom:
The U.S. government began secret nuclear talks with the Iranian
regime in 2011, when Holocaustdenying firebrand Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad was still president,
rather than after supposed “moderate” Hassan Rouhani was elected in
2013, as the Obama administration
has claimed. This revelation was
made public by Iranian Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei in a speech delivered
on June 23.
Reportedly, Secretary of State
John Kerry had relayed a letter to
the Iranian regime recognizing
Iran’s enrichment rights.
Who is comparing whom to
hardliners?

If you disagree with Obama, you are a fool or a knave
By Thomas Mitchell
The Wall Street Journal’s Bret
Stephens has aptly summed up
Obama’s petulant speech defending
his Iran nuclear deal: If you oppose
it you are either a fool or a knave,
no possibility of a rational alternative point of view.
“And so before the ink was even
dry on this deal — before Congress
even read it — a majority of Republicans declared their virulent
opposition,” Obama said. ” Lobbyists and pundits were suddenly
transformed into arm-chair nuclear
scientists, disputing the assessments
of experts like Secretary (of Energy
Ernest) Moniz, challenging his
findings, offering multiple — and
sometimes contradictory — arguments about why Congress should
reject this deal.”
His expert Moniz is the same

Obama playing golf Monday, August 10

Who really has cut spending?

By Thomas Mitchell
Among the GOP candidates for president who have been governors of
states, who has the best record as a fiscal conservative?
Cato Institute crunched the numbers and came with this graphic that
says it all: By the way, Nevada’s spending is increasing nearly 17 percent
in just the next two years.

A new grassroots organization is starting in Nevada that will advocate for a Veterans Court in
Family Court. Those wishing to to show their
support please go to VeteranFathersRights.com.
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Federal agencies never let the facts get
in the way of their paperwork juggernaut
By Thomas Mitchell
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has a deadline of Sept. 30 to
decide whether to list greater sage
grouse under the Endangered Species Act and put into effect conservation measures developed by the
agency and the Bureau of Land
Management. There is almost no
chance Fish and Wildlife will not
decide for listing, despite what the
science and statistics say.
When it does so, about 10 million acres of land in 11 states —
nearly 3 million in Nevada alone
— will be off limits to economic
development. Countless potential
jobs will be lost to save a bird that
does not need saving.
According to analysis by the
Western Association of Fish and

Wildlife Agencies, the number of
male sage grouse across the bird’s
range has increased 63 percent from
2013 to 2015, and that is just in the
accessible leks that were counted by
hand. That report said population
trends in Nevada have been flat
since the mid-1990s.
While this may be an indicator
that the state’s and local governments and businesses have already
succeeded in protecting grouse, it
is unlikely to sway the paperwork
juggernaut of the federal government.
Gov. Brian Sandoval displayed
some of his frustration with the
agencies’ lack of cooperation and
deafness to reason in a 12-page letter to the acting head of the BLM
two weeks ago.

Sage Grouse
“The process was intended to be tive; an unprecedented undertaking
collaborative, inclusive and proac- to bring federal agencies and states

Bad roads costs some Nevada drivers big bucks
By Troy Wilde
Nevada News Service
RENO — Failing roads in Reno
can cost each driver up to $748 in
extra vehicle repair and maintenance expense each year. That’s
according to a report from TRIP, a
transportation research group.
Carolyn Kelly, associate director of research and communications
with TRIP, says the report also
shows 46 percent of urban roadways in the region are described as
being in poor condition. She says
tire damage from potholes, glass
damage from rocks and extra fuel
expense from congestion are major
problems with a far-reaching economic impact.
“Oftentimes when companies
are looking to either expand or relocate,” Kelly says. “The condition
of the transportation system is one
of the most important things they
consider when they’re looking to
move or expand, or rebuild somewhere.”
Kelly says a big part of the problem is cities and counties struggle
to maintain crumbling infrastructure with limited funding provided
through the gas tax via the state and
federal governments.
According to the report, only 11
percent of roads in the Las Vegas
area are in poor condition, and drivers pay up to $440 in extra vehiclerelated costs each year. Kelly says
another problem is that Congress
does not have a long-term transportation bill in place, which is likely
stalling road projects across the
country.
“So without that long-term
multi-year bill in place, states don’t

have a good grasp on what kind of
funding they can expect from the
federal government,” says Kelly.
“Which makes them reluctant to
proceed with large-scale, long-term
projects that would be reliant on
federal funding.”
According to the TRIP report,
bad roads in Los Angeles and San
Francisco cost drivers more than
$1,000 a year in extra expenses.

Drivers in Nevada pay up to $748 extra each year in vehicle maintenance
and repair costs due to the area’s crumbling infrastructure, according
to a report from the transportation research group TRIP.

together to craft plans to adequately
conserve the Greater Sage-grouse
and preclude a listing under the
Endangered Species Act,” the governor wrote. “Western state and
multiple agencies have participated
in this effort in good faith. We have
expended millions of dollars and
thousands of hours to present a scientific, innovative and effective
conservation plan.”
Instead, the states were stonewalled, says Sandoval. He noted
that the final 3,500-page land use
plan released in May left unresolved, dismissed or ignored issues
raised by the state. There was insufficient public notice or opportunity for comment. Scientific methodologies were changed without
justification or explanation.
Sandoval said the plan “contains
many new elements that disregard
best science, Nevada’s state and
local plans, and federal law. It is
disappointing that this process has
changed from a collaborative, proactive approach, to a now heavyhanded, federal approach that uses
status-quo approaches and relies
primarily on information from federal officials in Washington, D.C.,
rather than expertise from state conservation and wildlife agencies, and
local input.”
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Another reason to ban
civil asset forfeitures
By Thomas Mitchell
The pernicious and corrupting
influence of civil asset forfeiture
procedures is on display this summer in still another Nevada case.
The temptations for law enforcement agencies are so great that
some will connive, conspire and
twist the Fourth Amendment’s prohibition against unreasonable
searches and seizures to get their
hands on citizens’ property and
money.
In June, U.S. District Court
Judge Larry Hicks scolded federal
prosecutors for covering up the circumstances surrounding the confiscation of $167,000 from a man driving a motor home westbound along
Interstate 80 in Elko County in
January 2013.
The man, Straughn Gorman of
Hawaii, was first stopped by a Nevada Highway Patrol trooper just
outside of Wells for driving too
slowly in the left lane, though he
said he was passing trucks and intended to pull to the right as soon
as he passed.
Nevada State Trooper Greg
Monroe asked a lot of questions,
made records checks on his radio
and tried to get a canine unit to
come to the scene of the stop, but
none was available.
The officer probed Gorman
about where he was going and why
and where he worked, to which
Gorman replied he was going to
Sacramento to visit his girlfriend
and that he sold paddle boards in
Maui. The officer asked Gorman
how he could afford to drive a motor home across the country when
gasoline cost $3 a gallon and how
much he earned selling paddle
boards.
Gorman replied, “I don’t want
to talk about how much I make,”
court records show, but he did tell
the trooper he was carrying $2,000
in currency.
Trooper Monroe then asked
Gorman, “Do you mind if we search
the vehicle?”
Gorman answered, “I do mind,
yes.”
The trooper said he was free to
go, but NHP contacted Elko deputies who sent a canine unit to intercept the motor home 50 miles down
the road.
When Elko Deputy Doug Fisher
stopped the motor home, his dog
“alerted” to something in a rear
compartment and the deputy called
in for a search warrant. A search
turned up cash in a microwave,
freezer and bedroom compartment,
but no drugs. No criminal charges
were ever filed against Gorman.
But in court documents filed by
the U.S. attorney when Gorman
tried to get his money back, no
mention was ever made of the original stop. And the warrant was obtained for the second stop without
ever mentioning the first stop.
In his ruling Judge Hicks found
that the two stops were inextricably connected and that Gorman’s
total detention was unreasonably
prolonged, thus a violation of the
Fourth Amendment. Hicks cited
case law that states, “[U]nder the
‘fruits of the poisonous tree’ doctrine, evidence obtained subsequent
to a violation of the Fourth Amendment is tainted by the illegality and
is inadmissible.”
Hicks also wrote, “Ultimately,

while an officer ‘may conduct certain unrelated checks during an otherwise lawful traffic stop... he may
not do so in a way that prolongs the
stop, absent the reasonable suspicion ordinarily demanded to justify
detaining an individual.”
In ordering Gorman’s money
returned, Hicks blasted the U.S. attorney, saying, “In particular, the
government has a duty of candor

and fair disclosure to the Court. The
Court expects and relies upon the
United States Attorney’s Office to
be candid and forthcoming with
material information uniquely held
only in possession of the government and clearly relevant to central
issues before the Court. That did not
occur here.”
The judge granted Gorman the
(See Forfeitures, Page 9)

Straughn Gorman had cash seizure from his motor home.
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Yucca Mountain: Dead or on life support?
By Thomas Mitchell
Sen. Harry Reid met with a
group of Review-Journal editorial
staffers Wednesday and spouted his
usual dismissal of the chances of
Yucca Mountain ever opening as a
nuclear waste repository.
“Yucca Mountain is gone. It’s
not going to happen,” Reid said in
the meeting.
“Take drive up there. Look at it.
All that billions of dollars in equipment. Where do you think that has
gone? To the junk yard. That big
multibillion-dollar auger they had
it’s been junked, ground up for
metal and shipped to China or wherever they send the metal. It’s closed.
There’s not a chance in the world
that anything is going to happen
there.”
It was so routine for Reid that it
did not warrant a mention in
Thursday’s print edition story about
the meeting. There was a brief video
posted online and John L. Smith
mentioned the issue in his column
today, but that apparently did not
warrant being posted online this
morning. (The paper got around to
posting the column at 8:47 a.m.)
Also on Thursday, according to
today’s R-J, the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) issued a draft
study that says Yucca Mountain
would cause “only a negligible increase” in health risk from radioactive particles that might leak into
groundwater.
The story quotes Rep. Joe Heck,
who is running as a Republican for
Reid’s Senate seat, as saying there
is little Nevada can do to stop Yucca
Mountain if authorities deem it safe
for nuclear waste storage.
“If the federal government says
it’s coming, its coming,” the R-J
reports Heck said in a campaign
interview Wednesday with the Nevada Appeal in Carson City.
A couple of Nevada delegates to
D.C. have recently suggested that
they are open to discussion of benefits for Nevada in exchange for
opening Yucca Mountain.
The NRC draft study concludes:
The NRC staff finds that all of
the impacts on the resources evaluated in this supplement would be
SMALL. The NRC staff’s analysis
includes the impact of potential radiological and nonradiological releases from the repository on the
aquifer and at surface discharge locations of groundwater beyond the
regulatory compliance location.
The peak estimated annual individual radiological dose over the
one-million-year period at any of
the evaluated locations is 1.3 mrem
[0.013 mSv]. This maximum dose
is associated with pumping and ir-

rigation at the Amargosa Farms
area, and the estimated radiological dose at any other potential surface discharge location is lower.
The NRC staff concludes that the
estimated radiological doses are
SMALL because they are a small
fraction of the background radiation
dose of 300 mrem/yr 22 [3.0 mSv/
yr] (including radon), and much less
than the NRC annual dose standards
for a Yucca Mountain repository in
10 CFR Part 63 {15 mrem [0.15
mSv] for the first 10,000 years, and
100 mrem [1 mSv] for one million
years, after permanent closure}.
Based on conservative assumptions
about the potential for health effects
from exposure to low doses of radiation, the NRC staff expects that
the estimated radiation dose would
contribute only a negligible increase in the risk of cancer or severe hereditary effects in the potentially exposed population. Impacts
to other resources at all of the affected environments beyond the
regulatory compliance location
from
radiological
and
nonradiological material from the
repository would also be SMALL.
The cumulative impact analysis
concludes that, when considered in
addition to the incremental impacts
of the proposed action, the potential impacts of other past, present,
or reasonably foreseeable future
actions would be SMALL.
To store 77,000 metric tons of
nuke waste would require 40 miles
of tunnels. Yucca Mountain already
has seven miles of tunnel, along
with numerous niches, alcoves and

Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
CARSON CITY – Nevada Attorney General Adam Paul Laxalt
announced the appointment of
Roland Swanson, II, as the chief of
investigations for the Nevada Attorney General’s Office. Chief
Swanson will lead full-time sworn
peace officers tasked with investigating public integrity, child exploitation, human trafficking, Medicaid
fraud and elder abuse, among others.
“Swanson has a long career as a
public servant, and is knowledgeable and experienced in the investigative field,” said Laxalt. “With
an exceptional background and experience in public integrity prosecutions, Swanson has demonstrated a
commitment to achievement and
success that will be an asset to our
office.”
Roland Swanson has a long and
established career with the Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI). Prior

to this appointment, Swanson led
the FBI counterterrorism operations
in Sanna Yemen as the legal attaché
assigned to the U.S. Embassy. He
also served as the Las Vegas
division’s counterterrorism program coordinator. Most recently,
Swanson led sensitive political corruption investigations as part of the
FBI’s Public Integrity Task Force
in Southern Nevada.
“I would like to thank Attorney
General Laxalt for the opportunity
to continue my service to the state,”
said Swanson. “I am honored to
step into this new role where I can
continue to prioritize public safety
in a law enforcement capacity.”
Prior to joining the FBI,
Swanson served as an active duty
U.S. Army Infantry Officer. He received his Bachelor of Science degree in business administration
from Old Dominion University, and
also earned a Master of Arts degree
in organizational management.

AG Laxalt appoints new
Chief of Investigations

Forfeitures

(Continued from Page 8)
right to seek court and attorney fees from the state, which reportedly could
exceed $150,000.
What is doubly disappointing is that the limp-wristed Nevada Legislature had an opportunity this past session to put a stop to injustices like
this. Senate Bill 138, as introduced, would have required proof of a criminal
conviction or an agreement among all parties before seizure of cash or
property.
By the time it was sent to the governor, who signed it, the conviction
requirement was dropped. It does say the seized property or money should
be returned if charges are dropped or dismissed after a trial. But too often
charges are never filed against anyone. The law takes effect Oct. 1.
This week the U.S. attorney’s office in Reno said it plans to challenge
Hick’s order in the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals.
“I’m disappointed that prosecutors are not going to accept the wellreasoned decision of Judge Hicks,” Gorman’s Las Vegas lawyer, Vincent
Savarese, was quoted as saying Wednesday by the Las Vegas newspaper.
“I do not believe they have any meritorious grounds for appeal.”

Inside Yucca Mountain
more than 180 boreholes in which
various experiments and studies
have been performed.
To add further finality to the
safety of Yucca Mountain, the NRC
even delves into the Obama administrations obsession with “environmental racism,” as outlined in an
Investor’s Business Daily editorial
today, which says federal agencies

are blocking businesses and governments from locating potentially
polluting operations inside or near
populations of low-income or minority people.
The NRC draft uses the term
“environmental justice” 32 times
and has an entire section on this
topic.
Five pages are devoted to this

issue in the draft, but it includes:
DOE has identified no high and
adverse potential impacts to members of the general public associated with exposure to contaminants
that may occur in groundwater following closure of a repository at
Yucca Mountain. Further, DOE has
not identified subsections of the
population, including minority or
low-income populations that would
receive disproportionate impacts.
Likewise, DOE has identified no
unique exposure pathways that
would expose minority or low-income populations to disproportionately high and adverse impacts. The
Department acknowledges the sensitivities and cultural practices of
the Timbisha Shoshone Tribe concerning the use and purity of springs
in the [Furnace] Creek area; however, the information included in
this Analysis of Postclosure
Groundwater Impacts demonstrates
that the potential concentrations of
contaminants in those springs
would be so low that there would
be virtually no potential health effects associated with the use of
those springs. Thus, this document
supports the Department’s previous
conclusion that no disproportionately high and adverse impacts
would result from a repository.
How many of those temporary
waste storage pools and dry casks
are located nearer to large minority
populations?
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RadioTribune Lineup
Life of a Daughter

Every Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 8:00 a.m. A’esha Goins will
present “Life of a Daughter,” which will focus on men, love, children,
business, politics and money. No subject will be taboo and all questions
will be addressed.
*****

Open Mic

Every Tuesday and Thursday at 11:00 a.m., Gordon Martines hosts
“Open Mic,” a popular RadioTribune.com show. The Anti-Corruption
Coalition of Nevada is the basis for and theme of “Open Mic.”
Gordon Martines was a career police officer with 39 years of on-thejob Law Enforcement experience. Past cases involving Kevin Daley,
Trayvon Cole and a variety of other covered-up criminal cases, and a
billion dollars worth of missing taxpayer money, are discussed in depth
and at length on the show.
Martines spent four years as police officer with the Hermosa Beach
Police Department before moving here and resuming his police career in
Las Vegas as a Detective in the Robbery/Homicide Bureau, retiring from
the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department after 36 years of police
service.
The amount of corruption and cover-ups by executive Police Administrative officers witnessed by Martines inside the department led to his
decision to contest the good ol’ boy’s club and run for Clark County Sheriff three times against what he knew were almost insurmountable odds.
“Open Mic” carries the voice the LVMPD does not want you to hear,
yet it is always there, every Tuesday and Thursday at 11:00 a.m. on
www.radiotribune.com. Tune in!
*****

Face The Tribune

Face the Tribune is heard every Monday through Friday at 12 noon,
hosted by Rolando Larraz.
For the last five years “Face The Tribune” has been the premier show
for interviews with politicians, civil service workers, government officials and activists, and a voice for those everyday citizens who needed to
air their legal grievances. The Las Vegas Tribune newspaper has been a
part of the Las Vegas community for over 18 years and is the only independent newspaper in Clark County.
“Face The Tribune” was established as a voice for the people of Las
Vegas and is the only news platform where judges, city councilmen, local
businessmen and women, as well as Mr. or Ms. Local Citizen, can voice
their opinions and share the issues that pertain to Las Vegas.
The show’s host, Rolando Larraz, has been a journalist in Clark County
for over 50 years. He has been a fixture in the community and a highly
respected publisher who has covered local news and events in Las Vegas
since the mid-’60s.
For stories and information not available anywhere else in Las Vegas,
tune into “Face The Tribune” Monday through Friday at 12:00 noon.
*****

“No More”

Every Saturday at noon, on radiotribune.com, Tina Burse discusses
the issues that youth in our community face on a daily basis. “No More”
addresses No More Youth Violence, No More Bullying, No More Suicide,
and other issues along that vein. “No More” claims that enough is enough.
Tina reminds us that it takes a village to raise a child. And it’s “Ok 2 B
Different” is about breaking the cycle of what is wrong with how children are being treated, one child at a time. To become a mentor you may
email them at ok2bdiff@gmail.com, visit their website at
ok2bdifferent.net, or contact them at 702-380-0828.
*****

The Victoria Seaman Show
“Nevada Speaks”

Nevada State Assembly Speaker Victoria Seaman, District 34, interviews fellow legislators in an open forum talk show every Saturday at 1
p.m, giving voters an inside look at what’s going on in Carson City during the 2015 session. You’ll find it only on www.radiotribune.com, Las
Vegas’ #1 online talk show radio network.

Tune in to
RadioTribune
www.RadioTribune.com
Call-In Line (702) 983-0711
Tune in and listen to those who will tell you the truth,
and nothing but the truth. You’ll discover different
personalities and hear different opinions, but when it
comes to the facts, you’ll always get the truth from us!
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Hosted by Derek Washington
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Las Vegas Black Communities
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Victoria Seaman
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every Saturday
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Call-in Number: 702-983-0711

Monday, Wednesday and Fridays at 8:00 a.m.
with A’Esha Goins

This show caters to the 21st Century woman;
sometimes we just need to know “we are not alone.”
This show will focus on men, love, children, business,
politics and money. No subject will be taboo
and all questions will be addressed.
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A government big enough to give you everything you want, is strong enough to take everything you have. — Thomas Jefferson

Our Point of View

What difference at this
point does it make?

The comment, “What difference at this point does it
make?” spouted by former first lady and former Secretary
of State, Hillary Clinton, has become as popular and laughable as the one blipped out by her husband, former president, William Jefferson Clinton, when he told the world
“I did not have sex with that woman,” Monica Lewinsky.
The former first couple, who some see as a cold-blooded
manipulative pair that have kept the nation wrapped around
their little fingers, may be getting to the end of their “lucky”
rope.
Despite Hillary Rodham Clinton’s despicable and arrogant attitude everywhere she appears nowadays, it’s no
secret that she is now in a very serious situation and she
very well could be indicted for her actions. Conviction
will be a whole different situation, but every attorney that
the Las Vegas Tribune has consulted is of the opinion the
likelihood of her being indicted is very close and if that
happens, we believe her political life and the campaign
for the presidency of the United States of America would
likely be over.
At a late afternoon press conference in Las Vegas,
Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Clinton and
FOX News’ Ed Henry had a nearly 5-minute contentious
verbal battle over her use of a private server, her personal
e-mail, differentiating personal business from State Department work.
At one time she lashed out to Henry, “Well, my personal e-mails are my personal business, right?”
No, Mrs. Clinton, you are wrong; once you become a
public official you no longer have personal emails. In fact,
your entire life should be an open book that should be
accessible to any citizen that has the urge or the curiosity
to know about your life.
Furthermore, that statement should apply to any and all
public servants because once you are elected you become
a servant to the people of the United States of America.
Unfortunately that is one of the problems we have nowadays in the country: politicians, people that run for office,
promise everything the people want to hear, but once they
get elected they refuse to be the people’s servants and become untouchables and invisible and it may be easier to
win a lottery than to find one elected official.
Forty-six people who have been close to the Clintons
have died during their three decades of being in political
power. That would have nothing to do with this possible
indictment that could terminate her political life and possibly cause her to lose her freedom.
Hillary Clinton has been trying hard to hold on to all
the emails and text that have been at one time or another
in her cell phone.
Now the feds have taken that load off her; at press time
there were more than three hundred compromised emails
in question, and Hillary has denied knowing anything about
them.
The same way her husband denied having sex with that
woman, she denies the existence of any compromised
emails in her cell phone, but so far more than three hundred emails have miraculously appeared in her server.
Syndicated columnist Charles Krauthammer told viewers Wednesday on “Special Report with Bret Baier” that
now that Hillary Clinton has agreed to turn over her email
server to the FBI, she has lost control of a situation she
fought so hard to hold onto.
In a contentious exchange with reporters after a Las
Vegas Town Hall event Tuesday, Hillary Clinton insisted
anything she did with her email server was “legally permitted” and said the media were the only ones asking about
it.
As she departed the room, a reporter asked whether the
email scandal will ever end. Clinton turned to reporters,
shrugged, and said, “Nobody talks to me about it other
than you guys.”
The Clintons are well known for handling this kind of
situation themselves, “in their own way,” but this time the
end might not be too clear for them.
The Clintons are famous for making their problems “go
away,” making them disappear at any cost. And of course,
they are both very lucky to have loyal supporters that still
believe in them, not realizing that the loyalty and support
of those supporters may soon whither and die, leaving them
on their own, and leaving a trail of embarrassment for all
their supporters.
If the Clintons realize that they have been left alone
they may back up and walk away with whatever little dignity they have left, with Hillary leaving the hope to ever
become president behind. Maybe they’ll be able to find
happiness in retirement and enjoy life as grandma and
grandpa with all the millions they have accumulated from
all the “deals” and contributions.
So, what will Hillary deny next? What difference at this
point does it make?

EPA’s and Nevada’s clean power
efforts cost much, fix nothing

By Thomas Mitchell
cial interests like the oil baron Koch
Obama is trying to kill a gnat with
brothers how far they’re willing to
an anvil.
go to kill commonsense protections
He rhapsodized recently about his
for our air and public health... Readministration’s Clean Power Plan
publicans would leave our children
from the EPA, and preached about the
and grandchildren to pay the devasurgency to curb global warming now
tating costs of climate change.
because 2014 was the planet’s warm“Republicans have no solutions.
est year on record and ice caps are
They are afraid to acknowledge that
shrinking.
climate change is a problem. It is a
“Climate change is no longer just
problem.”
about the future that we’re predictObama’s big solution is an execuing for our children or our grandchiltive fiat ordering states to cut cardren; it’s about the reality that we’re
bon emissions from power plants by
THOMAS MITCHELL
living with every day, right now,” he
32 percent by 2030, compared to
said.
2005.
Of course, Sen. Harry Reid shouted amen and used
Pay no heed to the fact that 2014 was warmer than
the plan to bash Republicans and the Koch brothers, 2010 by just two-hundredths of a degree — or 0.02C
per usual.
— or that the margin of error means there is only a 38
“It has been disappointing, but not surprising, to percent chance that this is true.
see Republicans’ knee-jerk opposition to addressing
But he assured us his plan will curb global warmclimate change,” Reid said in a statement. “It is all- ing — that’s 0.018ºC by 2100, using the global alarmthe-more frustrating because they have no plan of their ists own model.
own. Instead, Republicans are clamoring to show spe(See Mitchell, Page 13)

Memories, lack of gratitude, and shame

By Perly Viasmensky
I had been involved with many Republican presidential elections in my adult life – Richard Nixon,
Ronald Reagan, George Bush, Sr. and George Bush,
Jr. — but at this time with so many candidates in the
ring, I still have no idea who would be the best person
to represent us, Americans, as president of this great
nation.
I have good memories from when Nixon was president; he was a close friend of Bebe Reboso; and I
have good memories as well from when Ronald
Reagan was president; he was a close friend with my
dear friend Paul Laxalt during his time.
At the time of Nixon’s presidency, I was an employee of Bebe Reboso. I still remember an afternoon
when the Key Biscayne Bank was already closed and
a man wearing cut-off shorts and a T-shirt with an
image of Mickey Mouse knocked on the windows of
the bank, wanting to get in. I kept saying, “The bank
is closed,” but he persisted that he wanted to get in.
I went to Mr. Reboso and told him I couldn’t get
rid of the man. He opened the doors laughing and told
me: “This is the President of the United States of
America.”
I did not know what to do at the time.

I was in total shock.
Years passed and I have had the opportunity to visit
the White House, not as a group of people on a tour,
but as guest on a February date, especially on Ronald
Reagan’s birthday.
I honestly believe that all and every one of the Republican candidates deserves our deepest respect —
with Donald Trump being one of those candidates, even
if I don’t consider him my favorite... yet.
I have seen and met many ungrateful people during
my life, but never in my entire life have I seen someone receiving a salary from someone who then degraded that person publicly.
There was a man by the name of Rodriguez, speaking in the name of greed, employed by Trump Towers
in Las Vegas, who came on local Univision television
degrading the man who is paying him a salary, giving
him the opportunity to put food on the table for his
family.
This man Rodriguez claims that if Mr. Donald
Trump is claiming he can “MAKE AMERICA GREAT
AGAIN!” he better start by making the life of his employees great.
How ungrateful could this man be? There are hun(See Viasmensky, Page 15)

ON A PERSONAL NOTE

There are winners, there are
losers, and there are participants

Two-time Super Bowl champion with Pittsburgh Steelers takes a stand

By Maramis
ing, participation trophies! While I
Contests have been around for
am very proud of my boys for everyages. Even if we don’t personally
thing they do and will encourage
participate in any contest, we may
them till the day I die, these trophies
watch our children participate, or
will be given back until they EARN a
watch our favorite sports teams comreal trophy. I’m sorry I’m not sorry
pete. And regardless of those more
for believing that everything in life
personal contests, we may all fall
should be earned and I’m not about
under the spell — whether actively
to raise two boys to be men by makor passively, with interest or even
ing them believe that they are entitled
something bordering on disgust —
to something just because they tried
of the nation’s one ostensibly most
their best... cause sometimes your
challenging contest: the one that
best is not enough, and that should
MARAMIS CHOUFANI
comes around every four years and
drive you to want to do better... not
yields up the next president of the United States of cry and whine until somebody gives you something to
shut u up and keep you happy.”
America.
Unless children raised themselves, chances are that
But this is not about politics; it is not even about
somewhere along the way some adult managed to incontests. It is about one’s participation in contests.
There was a little news clip on TV this morning still the concept that doing your best is as good as —
about an NFL player (a two-time Super Bowl cham- or the same as — winning, thereby deserving the same
pion with the Pittsburgh Steelers) who returned his amount of “praise” and/or recognition. While “doing
sons’ “participation trophies” because he felt that — your best” seems to be a good thing to do (as opposed
if I understood his meaning correctly — when schools to not really trying or just making a wishy-washy, not
hand out such trophies, they are furthering a false really concerted or focused effort), and everyone is
premise and therefore not teaching the real value of encouraged to just “do your best,” it ought to be quite
obvious that even when everyone does his or her best,
participation in a contest or competition.
In James Harrison’s own words: “I came home to one may still rise just a little higher and come in first
(See Maramis, Page 14)
find out that my boys received two trophies for noth-
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Nevada Taxpayers should have the Last
Word on Largest Tax Hike in history

Yeah, um, about that.
By Chuck Muth
The total number of
In 2009, the Nevada
legislators who voted for
Legislature passed a series
the largest tax hike in
of “temporary” tax hikes
Nevada history, including
totaling in excess of $600
the news gross receipts
million. The people of
tax = 48.
Nevada were promised
The total number of
that those tax hikes would
Nevadans who voted
expire, “sunset,” in two
against the gross receipts
years. Instead, the Legistax last November =
lature extended those tax
429,324!!
hikes for an additional two
So taxpayers are supyears in both 2011 and
CHUCK MUTH
posed to suck it up and
2013.
In 2014, the teachers union put a new accept a billion dollar tax hike because 48
gross receipts tax on the ballot. Gov. Brian bought-and-paid-for legislators and the
Sandoval and every Republican legislative governor think they know better than
candidate campaigned aggressively against 429,324 voters? I don’t think so.
it. And almost 80 percent of voters rejected
In his fit of pique, issued in a written
it on Election Day.
statement so that no one could question him,
But, during the recently concluded leg- Sandoval demanded to know what those
islative session, Sandoval and the Repub- seeking the tax hike repeal would cut from
lican-controlled Legislature said they didn’t the budget.
care what the people were promised about
This is a tired, old liberal tactic that
the “sunsets” or what the people declared won’t work in this case because State Conloudly and clearly about the gross receipts troller Ron Knecht and a number of contax last November.
servative lawmakers proposed budget alThey... knew... better.
ternatives during the session that would
As such, they concocted the largest tax have completely funded the budget withincrease in Nevada’s history (SB483) — out raising a dime in taxes. But Sandoval
over $1 billion! — including making per- refused to give those alternatives even tomanent those “temporary” tax hikes from ken consideration.
2009 and a new gross receipts tax very simiIt’s time for these elected elites to stop
lar to the one overwhelmingly rejected by using Nevadans as ATM machines. And if
voters just last November.
this referendum makes it to the ballot, we,
In response, more than 800 Nevada citi- the people, will have the final word. As we
zens have filed a referendum to put the $1 should.
billion-plus tax hike on the 2016 ballot for
*****
a possible veto by the people of Nevada.
Nevada Gov. Brian “America’s
The “We Decide Coalition” will now need
Worst Governor” Sandoval’s
to overcome the inevitable court challenges
initials ain’t B.S. for nuthin’
and gather roughly 55,000 signatures to
Indeed, if anyone needs further proof of
qualify it for the ballot by next June.
what a liberal, card-carrying RINO (RepubGov. Sandoval greeted the filing of the lican in Name Only) this guy is, gets a load
referendum with sound and fury. How dare of what he said about our efforts to repeal
you?!! Don’t you know these tax hikes are his largest tax increase in Nevada history,
for the children? Don’t you know that over including the creation of a brand spanking
70 percent of legislators voted for this giga- new gross receipts tax...
(See Chuck Muth, Page 14)
tax hike?

Three Locks That Hold You Back

By Doug Dickerson
ward. You can unlock
Life has no limitations
your potential to growth
except the ones you make.
and success when you re— Les Brown
move low expectations
The story is told of masfrom your playbook.
ter magician and locksmith
The lock of improper
Harry Houdini on one of his
comparisons
European tours and how he
One potentially defound himself locked in by
moralizing habit a leader
his own thinking. After he
can do is to get caught up
had been searched and
in is the comparison
manacled in a Scottish town
game. You know the drill,
jail, the old turnkey shut
“He has more clients,”
him in a cell and walked
“She has more contacts,”
away. Houdini quickly
DOUG DICKERSON
“He gets all the breaks,”
freed himself from his shackles and then “Her family name got her where she is,”
tackled the cell lock. But despite all his ef- and on it goes.
forts, the lock wouldn’t open.
It’s all too easy to make improper comFinally, ever more desperate but com- parisons and allow that to be a source of
pletely exhausted, he leaned against the discouragement and a setback. You are not
door — and it swung open so unexpect- called to run anyone else’s race but your
edly that he nearly fell headlong into the own. Improper comparisons are a lock that
corridor. The turnkey had not locked it.
will always hold back so long as you are
One difficult lesson for leaders to learn consumed by the other person and your
is that it’s not always the big stumbling perceptions of what is not fair.
blocks along the way that will do you in.
As a leader you will ultimately have to
In fact, just the opposite can be true if you look inward and upward if you want to be
are not careful. From the story we learn that at peace. So long as you allow someone else
what Houdini thought was locking him in to be your measure of success then you will
the cell was the very thing that would set always doubt and second guess yourself.
him free. Here’s the lesson: at times what Find peace at the end of the day in knowyou think is the problem is not the problem ing that you did your best. Unlock the poand the small things you overlook are the tential of everything that is great about you
ones that give you the most grief.
— not others.
So what are some of the locks in leaderThe lock of a bad attitude
ship that will hold you back and keep you
Ultimately, your attitude is your dealfrom reaching your potential? There are breaker. With a good attitude you can unmany, but I will highlight three. If you will lock all the potential that is uniquely yours
pay attention to these little things now it to achieve. A bad attitude will keep you
can save you a lot of heartache later.
locked up in a cell of your own making that
The lock of low expectations
will always hold you back.
You will only rise to the level of sucDo other people sometimes get the betcess that you envision and strive for. Your ter breaks? Do bad things happen to good
expectations are the measuring rod of your and honest people? Of course it does. Life
dreams. If you are locked in by low expec- is not always fair. But life is made better or
tations then high expectations will never made worse by the way you respond and
occur.
the attitude that you choose.
But who or what is the source of your
As a leader it’s time to pick some locks
low expectations? You must identify and and set yourself free. It’s time to raise exget to the root of your low expectations if pectations equal to your talent — not equal
you want to turn things around. Perhaps it’s to your fears. It’s time to quit comparing
a lack of confidence in your abilities. It may yourself to others and change your attitude.
have been a bad break that you haven’t reIt’s time to unlock your potential!
covered from. Maybe you bought-in to
*****
someone else’s low expectation they placed
Doug Dickerson is a syndicated columon you.
nist. He writes a weekly column for this
Regardless of the source, you must dis- newspaper. To contact Doug Dickerson,
qualify it of its place in your vocabulary, email
him
at
ddickerson@
your mindset, and your vision going for- lasvegastribune.com.

You have every right to
photograph that cop

The ACLU of New Jersey
By Mace Yampolsky
filed suit in the case and
Taking photographs and
the Newark police settled
video of things that are
it.
plainly visible in public
As part of the settlespaces is a constitutional
ment Newark PD adopted
right — and that includes
a policy regarding filming
the outside of federal buildor recording the police.
ings, as well as transportaAccording to the
tion facilities, and police
policy, “police officers
and other government ofcannot prevent residents
ficials carrying out their
from recording them unduties. This article is
less the recording someadapted (and supplemented
MACE YAMPOLSKY
how interferes with a law
with additional incidents
and my editorial comments) from an ACLU enforcement operation, or the person enters a restricted area..”
article written on September 7, 2011.
A Crucial Check on Power
However, there is a widespread, continuThe right of citizens to record the poing pattern of law enforcement officers ordering people to stop taking photographs lice is a critical check and balance. It creor video in public places, and harassing, ates an independent record of what took
detaining and arresting those who fail to place in a particular incident, free from
comply. The ACLU, photographer’s groups, accusations of bias, lying or faulty memory.
and others have been complaining about It is no accident that some of the most highsuch incidents for years — and consistently profile cases of police misconduct have
winning in court. Yet, a continuing stream involved video and audio records. Overall,
of incidents of illegal harassment of pho- however, the incidents above make it abuntographers and videographers makes it clear dantly clear that respect for the right to
that the problem is not going away.This has photograph and record is not well-established within the law enforcement profesbeen going on for years.
A woman in Rochester, New York was sion.
Many of those involved in these inciunlawfully arrested in May 2011 for videotaping a traffic stop in front of her house dents appear to be activists who know their
— while standing in her own front yard. rights and are willing to stand up for them.
Two journalists were arrested at a June 2011 But not everyone is able to stand up to popublic meeting of the Washington, DC Taxi lice officers when harassed.
What to Say When the Police Tell
Commission. According to reports and a
You to Stop Filming Them
partial video of the incident, one man was
“Photography is a form of power, and
arrested for taking a still photograph of the
meeting, while another was arrested for people are loath to give up power, including police officers.” “The police can’t tell
filming the arrest of the first journalist.
I love his one. A high school honors stu- you to stop recording, If you’re standing
dent in Newark, New Jersey was arrested across the street videotaping a police ofin March 2011 for taking cell phone video ficer in a public place carrying out his pubof officers responding to an incident on a lic functions, then he is subject to recordNew Jersey Transit bus. The officers also ing, and there’s nothing legally the police
carried out an illegal search and seizure of officer can do to stop you from recording.”
her phone and erased the video she took.
(See Mace, Page 14)

BEHIND THE MIKE

Staying the Course

By Michael A. Aun
she faced the same bias I
I’ve never had the
grew up around. Being
privilege of meeting South
“non-white” she found
Carolina Governor Nikki
herself unable to compete
Haley, but I do feel a ceras either the white or
tain kinship with her.
black pageant queen.
Mrs. Haley is the 116th
She was called “ragGovernor of South Carohead” and other smears,
lina and the first woman
some coming from her
elected to that office in the
own side in various postate’s history. She is only
litical races. Her oppothe second Indian-Amerinents over the years
can Governor in the U.S.,
openly inserted racial
the other being Bobby
politics into the process.
MICHAEL A. AUN
Jindal in Louisiana.
I was called “JewMrs. Haley’s first attempt at politics boy” and “camel jockey” as well as “sand
came when she beat long-time incumbent N***r.” Like Mrs. Haley, I learned to live
Larry Koon in the South Carolina House with it. I learned early on to either become
District 87 race in 2005. I ran against Mr. a good fighter or grow thick skin. The short
Koon for that same office in 1980. Unlike version... I was a lousy fighter.
Mrs. Haley, I got my clock soundly cleaned.
My grandfather was Mayor of LexingI guess the District was much more pre- ton, SC in the late 1940’s and early 1950’s,
pared for an Indian-American woman than and his son held the same office exactly 40
they were a Lebanese-American man.
years to the day after his father. Both men
That is my other kinship with Mrs. were called “Jew Mack.”
Haley. I am of Lebanese descent, but when
Mack was not my maternal family’s real
growing up in Lexington, SC, most thought name. It was Skaff. But when my grandour family was Jewish. Both Mrs. Haley parents arrived at Ellis Island in the early
and I were seen as non-whites in the stogy nineteen hundreds, they said to him “Look
old deep-south.
mac... you need to change that last name.”
Mrs. Haley was born Nimrata Nikki He would later explain to me why he chose
Randwawa in 1972 to an Indian Sikh fam- “Mack” as his last name.
ily. Her parents, like my grandparents on
I am of Lebanese descent and Roman
both sides of the house, were from another Catholic by faith. I often wondered how
country — hers being from the Amritsar one could assume from that background
District of India and mine from Beirut that I was Jewish. I know for a fact that
Lebanon.
many of the “Jew-boy” comments from
I can’t speak for her parents but I sus- friends of mine were said in “good humor.”
pect they might have become the very suc- For that reason, they rolled off my back like
cessful business people they were out of water off a duck. But I won’t lie; deep down
necessity. My own grandfather, Eli Mack, it hurt, but I could never show it.
was a self-employed business man. Why?
I’m 100 percent sure Mrs. Haley knows
No one would hire him.
that pain first hand. Now she faces more
He had a limited education and spoke racial intimidation when she recently debroken English. He would go to clothiers clared that the Confederate Flag should
in Columbia, SC and get clothing on con- come down from the State House grounds.
signment. He would put them in the back
Make no mistake, her convictions were
of a horse-drawn wagon and would travel borne out of the deep-seated prejudice she
the countryside of Lexington County trad- grew up around in a male-dominated,
ing his goods for anything and everything. largely white political south. The courage
Those were the early roots of his busi- of her convictions will continue to be tested
ness which included a jewelry store and over and again. It is my hope that she will
several grocery stores, the latter of which always be true to those convictions and stay
his sons Arthur and Eli Mack, Jr. ran for the course on doing the right thing.
four decades.
Michael Aun is a syndicated columnist
I can identify with the prejudice that and writes a weekly column for this newsMrs. Haley grew up with in the little town paper. To contact Michael Aun, email him
of Bamberg, SC. In the days of her youth, at maun@lasvegastribune.com.
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Moral Injuries at Metro: and More Fatal Shootings
By Norm Jahn
I must begin this week’s column
by citing an error I made last week.
I had written, “In spite of the evidence, I was allegedly untruthful
during an Internal Affairs investigation conducted by Sgt. Kelly
McMahill — a close friend of the
Gillespie regime. I believe she
asked me the same question nearly
20 times. I repeatedly told her I had
not left my area to conduct any follow-up investigation and had not
followed Captain Fasulo’s ‘special’
rule created just for me.” The last
sentence should have read, “I repeatedly told her I had not left my
area to conduct any follow-up investigation and had not failed to
follow Captain Fasulo’s ‘special’
rule created just for me.” I don’t
want to see McMahill and Fasulo
(or the Labor Relations folks, or the
Police Managers and Supervisors
Association failures) get ‘aroused’
by any supposed ‘admissions’ to
violating a rule and then being untruthful about it.
I recently reviewed my daily
notebook from the day I crossed the
street (6/30/11) and the day (7/5/11)
Fasulo violated state law and interrogated me for two hours after he
had already conducted an investigation for a week. I provided the
notebook information as well as an
entire three-ring binder full of additional ‘exculpatory’ evidence to
Sgt. Kelly McMahill — which she
simply ignored. The arbitrator
never reviewed any of this information. There were emails to and from
Lt. Hans Walters that clearly established what we were ALL expected
to do based on pressure that he received from our megalomaniac captain who jumped every time Lt.
Karen Hughes told him to jump.
No sergeant was prohibited from
ever leaving their patrol area (crossing the street) — not even me! Hans
Walters told me, “wait until we get
to court” — but we never got there
for anyone to do an objective review of the situation. Hans is dead
but ‘they’ hold their heads high
even though they disgraced their
badges and their honor by participating in an employee ‘hit’ — and
they know it.
Speaking of honor (and morals),
I just read a column about how
many American soldiers are suffering from a condition called ‘moral
injury’ (http://abcnews.go.com/US/
wireStory/soldiers-journey-healspotlights-soul-wounds-war33102587?page=2). “Unlike posttraumatic stress disorder, which is
based on fear from feeling one’s life
threatened, moral injury produces
extreme guilt and shame from
something done or witnessed that
goes against one’s values or may
even be a crime. As I lament how
my career was intentionally destroyed (and continue to suffer rejections from prospective employers because the LVMPD claimed
that I was ‘insubordinate and un-

Metro Police aired a body camera recording Wednesday of the fatal shooting of a 24-year-old man
accused of lunging with a metal
wrench and screwdriver toward two
officers searching for him in his
mother’s home last week.
Clark County Undersheriff
Kevin McMahill said Abel Correa
had the wrench and screwdriver in
his hands above his head as he burst
from a coat closet toward two officers investigating a neighborhood
vandalism complaint.”
One of the officers is heard telling Correa to get his hands up. His
hands aren’t clearly seen in the
video clip.
Correa, 24, was shot after
hunged at an officer with a screwdriver and wrench from close range
Friday, Metro Undersheriff Kevin
McMahill said at a press conference
Wednesday.
Pistols drawn, the officers approached the closet door. Taylor
opened the door as Prunchak told
Correa to put his hands up.
Correa’s hands were in the air,
but one was holding a screwdriver
and the other a wrench in an “attack position,” McMahill said.
Viewers can use a checklist to
fact check McMahill’s explanation:
Did Correa ‘comply’ and put his

NORMAN JAHN
truthful’), I realize that I am in good
company. There are many other
good employees who were doing
the right thing (serving the public)
and who became casualties of
Metro. Do WE suffer from ‘moral
injury’ or feel guilt or shame, or do
THEY? My conscience is clear after a policing career. I did not mistreat the public, suspects, or the
people who worked for me.
FATAL SHOOTINGS
YouTube videos were posted after recent press conferences held by
Assistant Sheriff Fasulo and Undersheriff McMahill to describe two recent fatal shootings. I can’t judge
the officers for pulling the trigger
because all of the facts are not available, but anyone can have questions. Did they follow policy/training and respond with appropriate (Continued from Page 11)
According to a Heritage Fountactics in order to minimize any
dation
analysis, Obama’s plan will
possible injury or loss of life?
result
in
a few costs by 2030:
And just how objective can the
—An
average annual employCritical Incident Review Team or
ment
shortfall
of nearly 300,000
the District Attorney be when they
jobs.
get around to investigate these
—A peak employment shortfall
shootings after viewing the stateof
more
than 1 million jobs.
ments made by Fasulo and
—A
loss
of more than $2.5 trilMcMahill that are NOT a recitation
lion
(inflation-adjusted)
in aggreof the facts-only! They are clearly
gate
gross
domestic
product
presented to explain and justify the
(GDP).
officer’s actions.
—A total income loss of more
McMahill started his press conthan
$7,000 (inflation-adjusted) per
ference (http://lasvegassun.com/
person.
news/2015/aug/12/police-bodyBy the way, someone should tell
cam-shows-man-shot-while-wieldthe
president polar ice has been
ing-wren/) by blaming the mental
growing
since 2012.
health system and went on to exThen
there
is the possibility that
plain how the officers were ‘hurta
little
man-made
warming might
ing’ and ‘struggling’ and if you
not
be
so
bad
since
some scientists
think they can “just close the door”
are
predicting
a
subsidence
of soon incidents like this one, “you are
lar
activity
that
could
result
in
glosadly mistaken.” Did anyone bother
bal
cooling,
even
a
mini-ice
age.
to listen to the mother’s screams in
But never let the facts get in the
the background after the gunfire?
way
of Obama’s mission to order
The suspect is dead. We can all
the
oceans
to stop rising — just like
watch the video even though
McMahill tried to tell us what we
were supposed to see. This is very
disturbing!
Multiple media accounts described what happened. Those accounts included:
“McMahill said the officers got
permission from Correa’s mother to
search the home before Correa
charged from the coat closet toward
Prunchak with his hands over his
head — the pointed Phillips screwdriver in one and the crescent
wrench in his other.”

Mitchell

hands in the air? Did the officers
order him into an ‘attack’ position
rather than tell him to drop the
items? Did Correa lunge at officers
on video? Correa hardly got out of
the closet — let alone actually
charge or attack an officer. Who
gave permission to search — the
mother or the brother? Were they
asked if Correa was hiding in the
house or where he may have gone?
Were any verbal challenges issued
prior to officers opening the closet
door? Why wasn’t one officer ready
to use a Taser, a baton or pepper
spray, or even call a K-9?
How about going ‘hands on’?
Officers regularly just grab a suspect and take him to the ground —
which allows a life to be preserved!
I’d like to see and hear the rest of
the video...where is it? What did the
officers say to each other? What did
the officers say to the family? Will
anyone (other than an attorney filing a civil lawsuit) request to see
the entire video?
McMahill gives lots of background information that is actually
irrelevant unless the two shooting
officers made decisions based on
this information. The bottom line is
NOT whether the officers will be
‘justified’ (they inevitably will be)
but whether it was NECESSARY

to use deadly force. This includes
the concepts of imminent jeopardy
and preclusion!
Next, Fasulo tries to explain
( h t t p s : / / w w w. y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=o_X1IVOmCww) why
officers fired 59 times and killed
another subject...after one officer
was struck in the face by a pellet
fired by a disturbed bystander. One
officer fired 31 times! With multiple
officers on that scene, where is the
body camera video? And what is
this story about an ‘echo chamber’??
Norm Jahn served with the
LVMPD for over 21 years and
achieved the rank of lieutenant. He
also served as a police chief in Wisconsin for over three years. Jahn
has been a university professor and
also taught in the criminal justice
program at the College of Southern Nevada for over a decade. Jahn
received a bachelor’s degree from
Michigan State University and a
master’s degree from UNLV. He has
researched police performance and
the management and leadership of
police departments. His weekly column focuses on current policing issues, especially those involving the
LVMPD. Norm provides ‘insight
with an edge’ to inform the public
and improve policing. He can be
reached at normjahn@icloud.net

King Canute, only Obama actually
believes he can.
“And it’s easy to be cynical and
to say climate change is the kind of
challenge that’s just too big for humanity to solve. I am absolutely
convinced that’s wrong,” said a
self-assured Obama. “We can solve
this thing.”
Do the math. U.S. fossil-fueled
power plants account for only 6
percent of global carbon dioxide
emissions. Cutting 32 percent
would reduce global output by only
2 percent. In 2012 global carbon
emissions increased 2.1 percent.
The U.S. decreased its emissions
3.7 percent, while China increased
by 5.9 percent and India by 7.7 percent.
Obama has an expensive solution in search of a problem.
Fortunately, we suppose, Nevada has already jumped off this
cliff. The state is closing down all
of its coal-fired power plants.
According to the U.S. Energy
Information
Administration

(USEIA), between 2005 and 2011
Nevada electric power plants cut
carbon output by 33 percent. That
was the most by any state and already exceeds the 32 percent criteria in Obama’s plan, though much
of the credit for the cut was probably due to the recession.
By state law 25 percent of
Nevada’s power must come from
“clean” renewables by 2025. But
like the EPA proposal, there is a
price tag. One study estimates this
renewable portfolio law will cost
residential power users up to $130
a year and industrial power users
up to $47,000 a year and cost up to
3,000 jobs.
Like we said, killing a gnat with
an anvil. One that lands on us instead of the gnat.
Thomas Mitchell is a former
newspaper editor who now writes
conservative/libertarian columns
for weekly papers in Nevada. You
may
email
Mitchell
at
thomasmnv@yahoo.com. He blogs
at http://4thst8.wordpress.com/.
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(Continued from Page 11)
or gain the most points or reach the
goal before all the others. That
would be the person or team that
gets the trophy, if indeed trophies
are given for that event.
While participants are to be commended for taking the risk to jump
in and participate, everyone knows
going in that there can be only one
winner since that is the nature of
competition. If their spirits are too
delicate to bear losing (all but one
WILL lose — that is a given), perhaps they should be encouraged to
only participate in games for the joy
of playing, not winning. Chances
are all participants are entering to
win, so all must understand that
most participants in any competition must learn how to accept losing. To lose this lesson by giving
the non-winners something very
comparable to what the winner receives is watering down that teaching moment.
We all know that out of any
group of children within a certain
category (4th-graders, 10-year-olds,
those of similar heights and
weights, or some such other designation) some will naturally be

stronger or smarter than the others,
while some will have surpassed others through effort and dedication.
However, since one’s strength, intelligence, endurance and the like
can be improved with effort and
dedication, that allows one time to
work on whatever it is that one
wishes to improve. Working toward
the goal of competition is therefore
a way to see if one has improved
enough to surpass all the others who
have been doing the same thing —
striving to improve their own personal best.
Everyone cannot win or winning
has no meaning. And all winners are
not in the same category since some
are just naturally stronger or smarter
or faster than all the competitors
who worked hard to compete
against them.
For those who choose to compete, they must be taught that while
there can be only one winner, not
winning can spur them on to improve their competitive skills to try
again — for their own satisfaction
or even just for the sake of winning — or help them acknowledge
that some other contender is better at winning that kind of par-

ticular contest.
If winning is everything to a
child, be prepared for some afteraction gloom if that does not come
to be. Hopefully it will pass, as the
child comes to understand the nature of participation in a competition. It might help a child to know
that Abraham Lincoln participated
in political campaigns (ran for office) at least five times and lost four
times. It was that last time he entered the competition for which he
will always be remembered.
Lincoln did not whine. He kept
entering competitions until he became president of the United States.
Losing did not defeat Lincoln, nor
should it require a trophy-for-thetrying to keep a child from feeling
defeated.
Participation is its own reward.
Let the child shine in his own light,
and teach him to value the light of
another.
*****
Maramis Choufani is the Managing Editor of the Las Vegas Tribune. She writes a weekly column
in this newspaper. To contact
Maramis,
email
her
at
maramis@lasvegastribune.com.

(Continued from Page 12)
From the Las Vegas ReviewJournal August 11...
In a statement, Sandoval called
the move “a wrongheaded attack on
the children and families of Nevada. Supported by more than seventy percent of legislators, the revenue the petition seeks to eliminate
will go directly to the classroom
and give teachers the resources to
deliver a quality education. Most
Nevadans understand that more investment in our schools, with
proper accountability and reform,
will improve graduation rates and
student performance. It is also clear
that if our schools don’t improve,
businesses won’t come here. The
time is now to build the workforce
of the future.
“Those responsible for promoting this petition must answer a
simple question to the parents of
Nevada: What will you cut?”
Sandoval said. “Autism treatment

programs? Smaller class sizes? Career and technical training? Gifted
and talented programs? Anti-bullying programs? Middle school technology investments? All day kindergarten? Special education programs? Read by grade 3? I strongly
oppose the petition. Its passage will
destroy a generational opportunity
to finally modernize and improve
an underperforming education system.”
What
a
bleeding-heart
schmendrick.
Two points...
1.) What would we cut, huh?
Ask State Controller Ron
Knecht and the conservative members of the Legislature who proposed
alternatives
to
SandRINOval’s billion dollar budget buster during the 2015 legislative session... alternatives that
SandRINOval asked for, got, completely ignored and rejected out of
hand.

Sorry, Guv, we’re calling BS on
you on this one.
2.) And about that “more than
seventy percent of legislators” BS...
That total number would be... 48
On the other hand, “more than
70 percent” of Nevada voters REJECTED a similar gross receipts tax
that was on the ballot just last November.
That total number would be...
429,324!!!
So we’re supposed to believe
that the combined wisdom of 48
self-righteous liberal legislators
trumps over 400,000 Nevada citizens and taxpayers?
Get real.
Maybe I’ve been watching too
many Donald Trump interviews
lately, but... Get bent, Brian!
Chuck Muth is president of Citizen Outreach, a non-profit public
policy grassroots advocacy organization. He may be reached by email
at cmuth@lasvegastribune.com.

(Continued from Page 12)
What you don’t have a right to
do is interfere. The ACLU cautions
that “police officers may legitimately order citizens to cease activities that are truly interfering
with legitimate law enforcement
operations.” But just filming from
a public place is NOT interfering.
What if that happens, and you disagree with the officer?
Jay Stanley, a senior policy analyst at the ACLU, said, “If it were
me, and an officer came up and
said, ‘You need to turn that camera
off, sir. I would strive to calmly and
politely yet firmly remind the officer of my rights while continuing
to record the interaction, and not
turn the camera off.
“In the majority of situations,
an officer is just trying to intimidate you and stop your reporting.
Once you make it clear to the officer that you do know what your
rights are and that you don’t intend
to be intimidated, I think in the vast
majority of situations, the officer
will back down,”
Other pundits recommend different tactics.
Most officers, says David
Sanchez (an organizer for
Copwatch in the Bronx, which
films officers at work in low-income neighborhoods) now know
that bystanders have a legal right
to film police. “What we hear is,
you can’t film here, you need to
back up”; the volunteer complies —
by taking one step back. “The backup game is what I call it. ‘I did back

up, officer; I am backing up. Here,
I’ll take another step back,’”
Sanchez says.
The goal is to perform strictly
legal compliance with the officer’s
actions while still asserting the right
to film. Although bystanders should
make that initial assertion of legality, every situation is different,
Sanchez and Stanley agree. Most
citizens are not sure of their rights
and they will NOT confront the
police.
“Every incident is really its own
unique situation, and it depends on
the nature of the police officers
you’re dealing with,” Sanchez says.
“If you’re dealing with a belligerent police officer, that’s a dangerous situation—police officers have
a lot of power—and you need to
make a judgment about the importance of what you’re doing, and
about the risk you’re willing to take,
versus your own sense of justice,”

says Stanley.
But it is amazing what they can
come up with to justify their behavior. Could photography be a precursor to terrorism? Really? Law enforcement leaders at the federal,
state and local level push officers
on the ground to investigate and
report a broad spectrum of legitimate, everyday activity as potentially “suspicious” — including
photography (so I guess all those
school photographers should be
worried) and direct the police to
react accordingly. One man’s terrorist is another man’s Freedom
Fighter.
For more information regarding
Nevada laws, and what you should
or should not do, please call Mace
Yampolsky & Associates at (702)
550-8265, or you may text them
(702) 385-9777. If you need help,
call before it is too late. They are
available 24/7 for emergencies.

Chuck Muth

Mace

lasvegasprintingcenter@gmail.com

Old Glory Cried
By Agustin Blazquez
Bear Witness Central
I watched with sadness the raising of the American flag–converted
into an Obama flag of surrender —
to a declared enemy of the United
States.
No matter that the John Kerry
(considered a traitor by many for
his conduct during the Vietnam
war) State Department with the
blessing of Obama conveniently
removed the Cuban regime from the
terrorist list, Cuba is a terrorist
country.
The connections of the Cuban
regime with the terrorist Colombian
narco-guerrilla (FARC), with North
Korea, North Vietnam, Iran, China,
Putin’s Russia and other evils are
well known and many have written
about them. The record is clear and
speaks volumes to the true nature
of the Castro regime.
Obama’s surrender to this totalitarian communist military regime,
without any conditions, is an affront
to the long history of Cubans fighting for their freedom from Spain
during the 19th century and after
gaining their independence on May
20, 1902, against more challenges
to its yearning for freedom during
its 56 years as a Republic; and since
1959 against the communist regime
that Castro forced on the population.
As happens in all other communist regimes, in Cuba Castro declared war against the people and
after confiscating (stealing) all their
assets, divided and destroyed the
family units, placing a total embargo on initiative and enterprise.
These are the causes of the suffering and despair, not the propaganda
championed by the U.S. liberal
media and academia — not the U.S.
embargo.
The Cuban fight for freedom
was betrayed by President Kennedy
in April 1961 during the Bay of Pigs
by changing the landing site of the
Brigade 2506 to a swamp, against
the best advice of the Cuban fighters that knew the area.
The Cuban people were betrayed
again by President Kennedy during
the Missile Crisis in October 1962

through an infamous agreement
with Soviet Union dictator Nikita
Khrushchev. The U.S. agreed to
protect the Castro regime from invasion from the U.S, or any another
country. In fact the U.S. became a
protector of Castro’s communist
regime to the detriment of the Cuban population.
Another betrayal of a U.S. President came during the Elian
Gonzalez affair when President
Clinton, Janet Reno and Erik
Holder did everything in their
power to cooperate with Castro’s
plan to return the 6-year-old Elian
to Cuba after his mother lost her life
to bring her son to freedom in the
U.S.
The Cuban Americans in Miami
were right about their claim —
based on their firsthand experience
with the Castro regimen — that
Elian was going to become a posterchild of the revolution. Fifteen
years later, time has proven them
100 percent correct because that’s
exactly what Elian became.
The latest betrayal by Obama is
one more nail in the coffin of the
Cubans on the island and abroad.
I noticed today, when the American flag was raised again to the top
of the mast after more than half a
century, it clung to the mast and
wrapped itself around it, hiding its
face — ashamed of what was happening again from an American
president. Obama and his “legacy”
will live in infamy.
There was no wind to move that
flag and make Old Glory fly
proudly. It cried in silence with the
Cubans.
Agustin Blazquez is producer/
director of the Covering Cuba series of seven documentaries plus
“Pearl of The Antilles,” “My decision,” “The Unvetted,” “CONNECTING THE DOTS,” “Ivan’s
journey,” “The Natural Pastor,”
and numerous music, fitness, political and art productions. Author
with Carlos Wotzkow of the book
“Covering and Discovering” and
Foreword, back cover and translation of “The Cuban COSA
NOSTRA” by Luis Grave de
Peralta Morell.
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Bob Dylan and America’s 70-Year Nuclear Nightmare

By Rev. John Dear, SJ
In an interview for Rolling
Stone, singer Bob Dylan said,
“[The U.S. atomic bombing of
Hiroshima] showed that indiscriminate killing and indiscriminate homicide on a mass level was possible, whereas if you look at warfare up until that point, you had to
see somebody to shoot them or
maim them, you had to look at
them. You don’t have to do that
anymore.”
I thought Bob Dylan’s statement
was profound. In America, we’ve
always had war and all kinds of related evils, but with Hiroshima we
crossed the line with this new demonic power and an insane preparation that allows us to destroy the
entire planet. It is like we said to
God, “What it took you 15 billion
years to make, we can destroy in
15 minutes.”
America has never dealt with the
consequences of our actions. We,
as a people, have never talked
deeply about how we vaporized
more than 100,000 human beings
in Hiroshima and Nagasaki. It
seems we are numb or maybe we
are mindless with collective insanity as we have continuously allowed our government to go on creating even more nuclear weapons
to vaporize more people.
The 70th anniversary of the U.S.
atomic bombings of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki invites us to reflect anew
on our global predicament and what
we can do to create a new disarmed
world of peace. Most people on the
planet have never lived without the
threat of nuclear weapons. We’re all
used to them now. They’re part of
life, part of the landscape, part of
our reality. There’s nothing we can
do about it, we’re told.
By 1968 America had over

32,000 nuclear weapons. Today we
have some 7,200 nuclear weapons
on alert, ready to end civilization
at a moment’s notice.
Since Hiroshima, America has
spent over $5.5 trillion building
nuclear weapons. Two years ago,
the U.S. Congress quietly approved
a bill to spend another $1 trillion
over the next 30 years to upgrade
our nuclear arsenal. With that vote,
America is now building state of the
art nuclear uranium plants in Kansas City and Oak Ridge, upgrading
Trident subs and Livermore Labs,
and at Los Alamos, the birthplace

atomic bomb on the Japanese
people, but it is too early to see the
spiritual effects on the people who
made and used the bomb, the
Americans.”
That’s what we are living
through today — the dire spiritual
consequences of what we did to
Hiroshima and Nagasaki; as well as
the effects of building thousands of
nuclear weapons since then, and
threatening time and again to use
them on our “enemies.”
Here in New Mexico where I
live, Los Alamos is a given. We’re
told that it provides jobs, that it pro-

tects the nation, and that it is a
source of national pride. I am not
fooled. I know the sole purpose of
Los Alamos is to continue to prepare the weapons that can kill millions of men, women and children
without Americans ever having to
look at them.
John Dear, syndicated by
PeaceVoice, is an American Catholic priest nominated for the Nobel
Peace Prize. He has been arrested
more than 75 times in acts of nonviolent civil disobedience against
war, injustice, and nuclear weapons.

And where that same person may
have to decide within minutes
whether to counterlaunch if attacked.
But
even
without
a
counterlaunch, computer models
have warned you about nuclear
winter, which posits that if fewer
than one percent of your weapons
are detonated, the soot and ash
could spread around your planet
and shut down agriculture for a decade — in effect, a death sentence
for your species, exactly what happened in the case of three other
planets in the local group. Therefore the shared problem of nuclear
winter should be the foundational
talking point of abolition.
Your planet continues to drift
downriver on a raft toward an immense waterfall. You have oars, but
you have not learned how to row
together toward shore. You foolishly believe that you won’t go over
the falls, that you will be the exception.
You have not learned to row together because you have locked
yourselves into obsolete identifications. You think of yourselves as
Jews or Muslims or Persians or
Republicans or Palestinians or Africans, each with their separate,
tribal story of origin or inviolate
holy texts. Such tribalism served
your survival instincts for thousands of years. But having seen
photographs of your blue planet
from space, you know now you are
one human tribe facing challenges
that no single nation can solve
alone.
Many planets in the local group

made it through the stage in which
you find yourselves by realizing
that “enemy” is not a productive
concept—especially when it became clear that hurting the enemy
only means hurting oneself. When
you fear and preoccupy with those
who hate you, you do harm to them,
which makes them hate you more,
and you fear them more, perpetuating an endless, futile cycle. You
have built your security systems
upon this cycle.
No one will be secure until all
are secure. Conflict on your planet
will not cease. The task is to resolve
conflict without fear, hate, and killing, knowing that your survival depends upon others, and others upon
yours.
I am not here to force dominion
upon you, but only to set before you
a free choice between further maturation or suicide: evolve your thinking or die. We have the technical
means to destroy every one of your
warheads, but without your own
species-wide change of hearts and
minds, you would only build them
again. Change must come from you.
You must learn to love your children, including the children of your
adversaries, more than you fear
those adversaries. Ask yourselves
what benefits all children, and that
will point the way.
Whatever happens, you can’t say
that you haven’t been told.
Winslow Myers, syndicated by
for Peacevoice, is author of “Living Beyond War: A Citizen’s
Guide.” He serves on the Advisory
Board of the War Preventive Initiative.

(Continued from Page 11)
dreds of thousands of Americanborn people unemployed. He is
holding a job and still he is complaining for a greater life from a
man who is paying him a salary to
take home every week?
There are hundreds of veterans
who have put their lives on the line
for all of us, now standing on the
unemployment line — or even
worse, sleeping on the sidewalk on
Las Vegas Blvd. and Owens and I
have yet to see one of them demanding a greater life.
If Mr. Rodriguez does not con-

sider that Mr.Trump is doing
enough for his employees, why
doesn’t he quit and look for employment someplace else?
How dare you, Mr. Rodriguez?
You are taking a paycheck home
from Mr. Trump every week.
Shame on you.
*****
Perly Viasmensky is the General
Manager of the Las Vegas Tribune.
She writes a weekly column in this
newspaper. To contact Perly
Viasmensky, email her at
pviasmensky@lasvegas
tribune.com.

An Alien Addresses the U.N. on Nuclear Deterrence

By Winslow Myers
“Representatives of the nations
of earth, I greet you in the name of
the Local Group Intergalactic Council. As your Hubble telescope has
told you, the Local Group, 10 million light years across, comprises
about 30 galaxies, your own Milky
Way being the largest.
Perhaps it will not surprise you
that around the hundreds of billions
of stars in these galaxies spin many
planets that support life. I hope it
will be a wake-up call for you to
know that just within the Local
Group, a tiny fraction of the universe, there have already been 87
planets, which have annihilated
themselves with weapons of mass
destruction.
Try to take this in. An immense
struggle of life, exactly like yours,
evolving over millions of years out
of inert matter on a small sphere in
orbit around its own star, slowly
developing into forms of mammalian care, self-conscious awareness,
and love —but then unleashing
complete self-destruction. Some of
these worlds had their equivalent

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Open Our Democracy Act
Recently, I was on a national
conference call with Representative
John Delaney of Maryland to discuss the Open Our Democracy Act,
HR 2655, which he has reintroduced. The call was convened and
hosted by Jackie Salit, President of
IndependentVoting.org, the largest
association of independent voters
in the country of which I’m a part.
On the call, we got the inside scoop
on this important legislation and the
role Independents can play in building support for it.
The bill does three things: enacts Top Two nonpartisan primaries
for all Congressional elections in
the United States, makes Election
Day a national holiday, and creates
a road whereby the practice of gerrymandering could be replaced
with a more citizen-friendly redistricting process.
In other words, it’s an anti-corruption package of reform designed
to empower voters and give our
country some much needed breathing room from the partisanship that
now over-determines every step of

of the bomb, and they are building
a state of the art plutonium bomb
factory.
Everything today finds its roots
in Hiroshima, which means the
whole world of suffering and violence is connected to Los Alamos
— from Auschwitz to Vietnam to
Iraq to Afghanistan to Haiti to ISIS
to Al Qaeda to Ferguson, to Sandy
Hook and to Charleston, South
Carolina. It’s all connected.
Remember what Mahatma
Gandhi said shortly after the U.S.
atomic bombing of Hiroshima: “We
have seen the physical effects of the

the political process.
Delaney said “Politicians always make the mistake of underestimating the American people.
300 million smart Americans are
not going to let some 500 members
of Congress stand in their way forever.” I couldn’t agree more.
Given the vested interest of most
politicians in the status quo, it’s going to take a grassroots movement
of independent-minded voters to
pressure our local representatives
to support this bill. I will be contacting Congressman Amodei this
week to ask him to support it.
Please join me.
We can Open Our Democracy
and unleash the innovation and creativity needed to solve old problems in new ways. We’ll have to
free ourselves from the grips of partisanship to do so.
Sincerely,
Catana L Barnes
President, Independent Voters of
Nevada (IVON)
775-354-3812
ivonorg@gmail.com

INJURED IN AN
AUTO ACCIDENT?

You have the right to choose
your own attorney.
What the attorney doesn’t tell you

You Also Have The Right To
Choose Your Own Doctor!

Don’t Be A Victim Again!
Get 21st Century Care...Today

Nonsurgical Solutions for Neck and Back Pain

CALL FOR AN EVALUATION

702-568-8450

200 E. Horizon Dr., Suite A • Henderson, NV 89015

www.SpineJointInstitute.com

WINSLOW MYERS

Shakespeares, their Mozarts, their
Van Goghs, but their masterpieces
are as extinct as they are.
We have watched with growing
alarm since we received the signal
of your first atomic explosion on
earth in 1945—immediately followed by the use of nuclear bombs
on two cities full of civilians.
Fifty-two years beyond the Cuban Missile Crisis, my fellow-citizens of the Milky Way, you refuse
to take in its foreboding lesson. You
have not seen that all nations share
a common problem, which is that
the weapons systems you have developed as your bastions of security have become the gravest threat
to that same security.
Yes, for many decades deterrence did indeed work, by a miracle
of good fortune, to prevent a third
world war. But if nine nuclear powers should turn to fifteen, to twentyone, to thirty-five, all connected to
complex electronic systems, and the
systems are all connected to thousands upon thousands of fallible
human beings, your chances of survival will diminish to zero. Will you
passively assent to visiting this
doom upon your children and
grandchildren?
The unworkable paradox of deterrence is that the purpose of
nuclear weapons is meant to ensure
that they will never be used, but at
the same time nuclear strategists
require them to be on hair-trigger
alert for deterrence to be credible.
This is a holocaust waiting to
happen.
In the very midst of your democratic institutions you tolerate thermonuclear absolute monarchies,
where one person has the power to
decide whether to annihilate millions.

Viamensky

ENTERTAINMENT
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Meryl Streep, Rick Springfield star in new film
By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by “Ricki and the Flash”
Multi-Academy Awards Oscar
nominations and three-time winner
Meryl Streep steps into the new
starring role of rock star singer/guitarist Ricki Rendazzo in the new
film “Ricki and the Flash”. We are
transported into the world of the
rock star experiencing Meryl’s
golden vocals for the first time.
Meryl always amazes me the way
she actually “becomes” the role.
After proving herself as an actress, Meryl now adds even more
depth to her long list of credits. She
has the ability to adapt herself into
almost any character.
In the film earlier in Ricki’s life,
she made the decision to seek fame
even though it meant leaving her
family. Now Meryl hoped they
could reconcile.
Singer/guitarist/actor Rick
Springfield (Greg) loves Ricki
Rendazzo and performs in her band.
Fans will be happy to watch Rick
as they can enjoy his acting and
music. Rick commented, “The role
was “a lot of fun because I love to
play the guitar.”
And Rick really does love to
play the guitar! When I reviewed
Rick Springfield at the Mandalay
Bay Resort’s Beach Club, his energy and enthusiasm brought the
audience to their feet.
The Academy Award-winning
director Jonathan Demme and
Academy Award-winning screenwriter Diablo Cody played an important part in the comedy. The stellar cast includes Kevin Kline as
Ricki’s ex-husband and Meryl
Streep’s “real life” daughter Mamie
Gummer who portrays her daughter in the film.
After the special advanced
screening, the MOMS, Denise
Albert hosted a Mamarazzi Event
in celebration of Rick Springfield’s
new film “Ricki and the Flash.”
Denise Albert lead a question
and answer session for Rick Springfield discussing the film, his life and
career. Rick remembered, “When
my kids were born I actually got to
the point where I could just pull the
plug on my career and I spent five
years helping raise my kids. I became kind of a house husband,
which has paid off because I have a
great relationship with my boys.”
Denise Albert and Melissa
Musen Gerstein, the Moms, are cocreators of a multi-platform
lifestyle brand featured on TV,
online, in print, in taxicabs and now
on radio nationwide.
The MOMS are hosts of the
Sirius XM radio Stars program The
MOMS with Denise & Melissa.
The MOMS created a town hall
event series that they moderate
called Mamarazzi where they provide influential moms and media
with access to celebrities to discuss
issues surrounding parenting.
THE MOMS regularly partner
with film distributors, book publishers and celebrity publicists to
present engaging and informative
conversations around topics important to parents year round. Visit
www.themoms.com
and
www.rickiandtheflashmovie.com.
*****

Award
winning
Sandy
Zimmerman is a syndicated columnist featuring Show and Dining re-

Meryl Streep sings in the film “Ricki and the Flash”

views, travel, health, luxury and
more. Sandy is talk show host of the
Las Vegas Today Show programs

Red Carpet: Denice Albert & Rick Springfield

and Discover the Ultimate Vacation
travel specials. Suggest topics for
articles, Request a review, for in-

formation or ask any questions
about Sandy’s articles, call 702731-6491.

Red Carpet: Rick Springfield

Risa Gosset, Rochelle Schuster, Jill Hochheiser, Dana Levine, Rick Springfield, Denise Albert, and Barbara Friedman

August 19-25, 2015 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / Page 17

Benefit for the Children’s Premiere of Bravo’s “My Fab 40th”
with two of the stars at a viewing of the Party Heart Foundation

This Week
in Las Vegas
By Mike Kermani

By Mike Kermani
Las Vegas Tribune
Friends and long-time supporters of the Children’s Heart Foundation, Francine Sanchez and Julie
Marcus Downs have another title to
add to their resumes... television
reality stars. The dynamic duo are
set to make their small screen debut on Bravo’s “My Fab 40th” on
Tuesday, Aug. 25 and are hosting a
viewing party to celebrate.
Friends, family and fans are invited to Dal Toro Las Vegas (lower
level of the Palazzo Las Vegas) for
the local viewing party with festivities beginning at 9 p.m., followed
by the premiere of the first episode
of the series at 10 p.m. Donations
collected at the viewing party will
benefit the Children’s Heart Foundation.
Soul sisters is a common reference that is used when describing
Julie Marcus Downs and Francine
Sanchez. While not officially related, their lives have paralleled
from the beginning to today. Both
ladies were born and raised in New
Jersey and moved to Las Vegas in
the early nineties, where they became students at UNLV and even
ended up in the same Delta Zeta
sorority pledge class.
From there they lived in the
same community, had daughters
within a month of each other and
excelled in their careers in the
pharmaceutical sales industry selling cardiac drugs. Sadly, both of
their daughters also became heart
patients of the Children’s Heart
Center of Nevada.
It was during this time the
women became highly involved
with the Children’s Heart Foundation, becoming board members to
the organization, whose mission is
to make a different in the lives of
heart families through emotional,
educational and financial support to
inspire a higher quality of life for
all. The duo founded Operation
Heart Reach to fund the
organization’s “backpack program,” which provides heart families with basic necessities they need
to make it through hospital stays.
Downs and Sanchez are now set
to star in the premiere episode of
Bravo’s new reality show “My Fab
40th.” Although current Las Vegas
residents, the best friends opted to
have their birthday blowout in Laguna Beach. Coincidentally, the location was where the friends celebrated the success of their babies’
heart surgeries years before. Their
episode traces the planning of their
entire party and is sure to be an entertaining and fun kick-off to the
new series.
When it comes to over-the-top
birthday parties, forty is the new
sweet sixteen! Bravo Media takes
viewers into the world of wildly
extravagant fortieth birthday parties
in “My Fab 40th.”
From lavish venues to priceless
gowns and custom cakes, these 39year-olds are kicking off the next
chapter of their life with a bang.
Follow two former sorority sisters
hell-bent on having their favorite
band serenade them at their party;
watch a formerly straight single dad
attempt to unite his two worlds into
a “Hunger Games” party theme;
and enjoy the chaos that ensues
when two hapless husbands try to
pull off a double-surprise party for
their suspicious wives.
Marriage proposals, vow renewals, and even live “conscious uncoupling” are featured in this series
that celebrates the milestone birthday and the journey to get there.
Star-studded cameos include TV
personality La La Anthony, actor
Lorenzo Lamas, actress Nicole
Eggert and Reverend Al Sharpton.

*****
DORADO CANTINA
HAS PROVEN TO BE A
MAJOR CONTENDER
IN LATE NIGHT DINING
IN LAS VEGAS
Most recently they were ranked
#1 in Nevada in Yahoo’s Best Mexican Restaurants Across America,
#41 in Yelp’s Top 100 Places to Eat
in the US for 2015 and number five
in www.Top10Vegas.com‘s Top
Late Night Dining locales.
The entire menu is full of authentic regional Mexican specialties
and a real commitment to the highest quality organic and GMO free
ingredients. A passion for unique
flavor combinations can be found
in their marinated pork and pineapple tacos, the Pacific wild shrimp
aguachiles with cucumbers and the
100 percent grass fed beef Mexican burger topped with cheese,
fresh guacamole, crispy bacon,
spicy grilled peppers and onions &
chipotle ranch on a freshly toasted
bun.
Add a super tasty hand crafted
drink like a freshly made Sangrita,
or their signature Margarita with
your choice of over 100 tequilas.
Dorado Cantina has proven to be a
major contender in late night dining in Las Vegas. Most recently they
were ranked #1 in Nevada in
Yahoo’s Best Mexican Restaurants
Across America, #41 in Yelp’s Top
100 Places to Eat in the US for 2015
and
number
five
in
www.Top10Vegas.com‘s Top Late
Night Dining locales.
*****

STK LAS VEGAS AND
EXECUTIVE CHEF
STEPHEN HOPCRAFT
DEBUT NEW MENU ITEMS
STK, the sultry steakhouse inside The Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas, along with Executive Chef
Stephen Hopcraft, are rolling out
several new tantalizing additions to
the menu.
In addition to the decadent menu
STK veterans know and love, Executive Chef Stephen Hopcraft will
be serving up a fresh new array of
gourmet steakhouse cuisine including appetizers and salads such as
Market Lettuces, Crispy Lobster
Tails, Seared Foie Gras and Beef
Tartare as well as a revamped variety of entrees and sides including
Spiced Duck Breast, Jalapeño Grits
and Glazed Beef Shortrib.
As the leader in modernizing
steakhouse classics, STK’s updated
menu promises contemporary

tweaks and all the chic. STK’s
menu now includes the following
newly debuted dishes:
STK Las Vegas is open at 5:30
p.m. Monday through Sunday; for
more information or to book dinner reservations, visit http://
togrp.com/restaurant/stk-las-vegas
or call 702.698.7990.
STK is a unique concept that
artfully blends the modern
steakhouse and chic lounge into
one, offering a dynamic, fine dining experience with the superior
quality of a traditional steakhouse.
STK distinguishes itself by focusing on the social experience with a
sleek, contemporary design and an
in-house DJ who creates an upbeat,
high-energy vibe.
*****
THE FLAMINGOS’
DIAMOND ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION
Universally hailed as one of the
finest and most influential vocal
groups in doo-wop music, The Flamingos will bring their timeless hits
to the Suncoast Showroom Sept. 5
and 6.
The Flamingos consists of original band member and Rock and
Roll Hall of Fame inductee Terry
“Buzzy” Johnson, Starling

The Flamingos
Newsome Jr., Stan Prinston and
Theresa Trigg. In 1956, the quintet
received their first national hit
when “I’ll Be Home” reached #5
on Billboard’s R&B chart.
Some of the group’s other
prominent tracks are: “Nobody
Loves Me Like You,” “Time Was,”
“Lovers Never Say Goodbye” and
“Your Other Love.” The doo-wop
group is best known for their cover
version of “I Only Have Eyes for
You,” which reached #11 on
Billboard’s Hot 100. The song became the group’s greatest seller and
has been featured in numerous
movies and television shows.
Theresa Caputo
The Flamingos received the will appear live at the Orleans
Rhythm & Blues Foundation Pio- Arena. As part of her interactive
neer Award in 1996 and was in- show, she will give audience memducted into the Vocal Group Hall bers readings as well as share perof Fame in 2000, the Rock and Roll sonal stories about her life.
Hall of Fame in 2001 and the DooCaputo’s show is scheduled for
Wop Hall of Fame in 2004.
Monday, Oct. 5 at 7:30 p.m., at the
Showtime is 7:30 p.m. Tickets Orleans Arena, 4500 West
are available from $15.95, plus tax Tropicana Avenue, Las Vegas.
and fees. Tickets can be purchased
Tickets on sale Friday, August
at any Boyd Gaming box office, by 14 and start at 39.75, plus taxes and
calling 702.284.7777, or by visit- convenience fees, and may be puring www.suncoastcasino.com.
chased by calling 702-284-7777 or
*****
online at www.orleansarena.com.
PSYCHIC MEDIUM
*** **
THERESA CAPUTO
Mike Kermani is an entertainCOMES TO ORLEANS
ment writer for the Las Vegas TriARENA OCTOBER 5
bune newspaper. He writes a weekly
Best known for starring on the column in this newspaper. To conTLC show “Long Island Medium,” tact Mike Kermani, email
psychic medium Theresa Caputo mkermani@ lasvegas tribune.com
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Frankly speaking, just between us, Vince Falcone’s
main event at The F.I.O.R.E. was a ring-a-ding-ding!
Photos by Lorraine Thompson and Nelson Sardelli
Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
At about noon, outside, in the parking lot of the Italian American Club,
the temperature was almost 109. Inside, in the main room of the club, the
list of attendees had reached 163, almost a record for the middle of the
summer. The reason for such a large number of people to congregate on a
sunny Thursday was the monthly F.I.O.R.E. lunch, an eleven-year tradition in Las Vegas and this time the featured speaker was VINCE
FALCONE, Frank Sinatra’s conductor for many years and who is currently conducting his 32-piece orchestra for Bob Anderson’s FRANK,
THE MAN AND THE MUSIC show at the Palazzo Hotel.
Vince Falcone, who has conducted for nearly every major American
star, has traveled the world, is a Las Vegas icon, author, is loved and
admired by many.
For nearly 40 minutes he had the audience in the palm of his hand with
his fascinating stories, anecdotes and experiences. He shared some very
insightful and personal experiences throughout his career.
The caliber of program, the live music, the great food and an atmosphere of unequal camaraderie is what makes this irreverent organization
one of the most successful non club-clubs in the country.
The lunches are an organized chaotic agenda. First the Pledge of Allegiance, next the Invocation, the luncheon and then the mayhem ensues.
Even the introduction of the guest speaker is off the wall. This time, for
instance, Nelson Sardelli introduced Frankie Scinta, who introduced Scott
Record, who introduced Bob Anderson to introduce Vincent Falcone.
Their non-membership grows continuously. To learn more about this
group please, go to www.nonclunclubfiore.com and be sure to visit the
About Us page.
Next month’s speaker will be Mark Patton-Hall — Beard of Knowledge. See hendersonhistoricalsociety.org/bio-mark-hall-patton.
As always, RSVP to nonclubclubfiore@ao.com is a must for all
F.I.O.R.E. events.

A lovely way to spend an (evening) afternoon.

Vincent Falcone was a perfect guest speaker.

He could have sold 163 books if he had brought them.

Newcomers to the club added to the colorful meeting.

Jane Lubarski, Barbara Brighton and Toni Reiser

Former CIA agent Ken Walther, retired Navy Intelligence Lt. Commander Art Lindberg
and Ambassador Judy Coco.

We are told there are some Italians in our midst.
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Vince Falcone’s ring-a-ding-ding at The F.I.O.R.E.

Vince Falcone and Bob Anderson joined the Gary Anderson ensemble. A real unexpected treat.

Mr. and Mrs. Vincent and Annette Falcone.

Reverend Bill Owens Sr. and Rabbi in waiting, Marty Allen

Lou Toomin, Frankie Scinta, Bob Anderson, Nelson Sardelli, Felix Silla, Vincent Falcone and Marty Allen.

A tremendous trio of triumphant top talent. Marty Allen, George Bugatti and Sam Arlen

Paul Van Adams, advocate for the legalization of
Marinara and devout Marinara taster Scott Record.

Always a pleasure to have Tom Saitta at the meetings. He
and his lovely Mrs. drive up all the way from Pahrump.

Sinatra and I left Monday, for a series of concerts in London. Rome, Cairo, Rio de Janeiro,
Buenos Aires, Sydney, Australia and returned on Tuesday. That’s how amazing he was.

What the....? I ordered Chianti!
President David Adolph, Tom Lancia and Ambassador Rosemary Della Ratta

Triumphant talented trio. Marty Allen, Scott Record and Bob Anderson
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Plácido Domingo to play
The Colosseum Sept. 15

By Jerry Fink
Las Vegas Tribune
To celebrate Mexican Independence Day, world-renowned artist
Plácido Domingo will perform at
The Colosseum at Caesars Palace
on Tuesday, Sept. 15
Tickets may be purchased in
person at The Colosseum at Caesars
Palace Box Office, by calling 866320-9763 or online by visiting
www.thecolosseum.com
or
www.axs.com. Ticket prices are
$500/$250/$200/$150/$79.50
(prices include 10 percent Live
Entertainment Tax). Orders are subject to additional service charges
and fees. For groups of 10 or more,
call 866-574-3851. Showtime is 8
p.m.
Plácido Domingo is a world-renowned, multifaceted artist. Recognized as one of the finest and most
influential singing actors in the history of opera, he is also a respected
conductor and a major force in his
role as General Director of Los
Angeles Opera.
Domingo has been at home on
the world’s stages for over half a
century, with over 800 performances at the Metropolitan Opera
alone. He has sung over 145 roles,
both as tenor and baritone, with
more than 3,500 career performances and more than 100 recordings of complete operas, compilations of arias and duets and crossover discs.
His work in the recording studio has earned him 12 Grammy
Awards, three of which are Latin
Grammys, and he has made more
than 50 music videos. His appearances around the world with his
colleagues Jose Carreras and
Luciano Pavarotti in the now legendary ‘The Three Tenors’ concerts
are one of the great musical success
stories of the 1990s.
Domingo has conducted more
than 500 opera performances and
symphonic concerts with the Metropolitan Opera, Covent Garden,
Vienna Staatsoper, LA Opera, Chicago Symphony, Vienna Philharmonic, Montreal Symphony, National Symphony, London Symphony, Los Angeles Philharmonic
and Berlin Philharmonic, among
others.
*****
HOT AUGUST NIGHT(S)
WITH ROB GARRETT AND
THE K.O.D. BAND
Neil Diamond is, without a
doubt, one of the all-time, most
popular, American musical treasures of our time. For those who
were not fortunate enough to catch
the still dynamic performer during
the recent North American leg of
his world tour, there is always the
next best thing... Rob Garrett, aka
the “King of Diamonds,” and his
band will be performing 6 shows
(all return engagements) during the
final 2 weeks of August.
August 19 to August 23 in Don’s
Celebrity Theater at the Riverside
Resort in Laughlin, NV and then...
August 29th - back home for
their 6th annual “Hot August
Night” show at the (North) Cannery.
Garrett has made a reputation for
himself as one of the best (if not
the best) tribute artists in the business. His reputation for selling out
show after show in Las Vegas and
across the country is unparalleled
and he is arguably the only tribute

act who possesses the uncanny ability to make the audience forget they
are not watching the real deal...
Rob Garrett, like his iconic
counterpart, was born in New York
City. He began learning to sing and
play guitar at the age of 13. In 1974,
his parents relocated to Las Vegas
which still remains his home. Today, Rob Garrett has established
himself as the world’s most popular and requested Neil Diamond
tribute artist, earning the title “King
of Diamonds”.
He continues to set the standard
in the industry by performing his
tribute the iconic singer/songwriter
around the country in venues usually reserved for national/name
acts.
Next Year (2016) will mark Neil
Diamond’s 75th birthday as well as
50 years since his first 3 hits —
“Solitary Man,” “Cherry Cherry,”
and “I’m a Believer” (made famous
by the Monkees).
An upcoming documentary
movie focusing on the Diamond
(Tribute) phenomenon and mystique, entitled “Play Me,” has just
completed and features Garrett as
one its focal points - rightfully so
for a man who stands atop the “Diamond Mountain” (the musical
theme chosen for the motion picture).
An in-depth interview, as well
as part of Garrett’s performance,
was recently taped for the movie
during one of Garrett’s sold out
“American Trilogy” shows at the
South Point hotel and casino. Also
to be included in the documentary
is a music video of Garrett singing
Diamond’s late 70’s composition
“The American Popular Song.”
The movie premiere will be held
in Las Vegas at the Sun Coast casino as part of a “Diamondfest”
weekend which is slated for April
21-23 with various Diamond related events including a special performance of “AMERICAN TRILOGY’ on April 22.
Packages are currently on sale
online at the website http://
www.diamondfestinvegas.com/.
*****
MANDALAY BAY HOSTING
‘BEER AND BARREL
PROJECT’ AUGUST 28-30
Cheers to craft beer at the “Las
Vegas Beer and Barrel Project!”
The exciting three-day craft beer
and barrel festival, presented by
Mandalay Bay Resort and Casino
in partnership with Back Bar USA
will take over Las Vegas from Friday, Aug. 28 through Sunday, Aug.
30.
The headlining event will be the
“Mandalay Beach Craft Beer and
Barrel Festival,” held from 7:30
p.m. to 11:30 p.m. Saturday, Aug.
29 at Mandalay Bay.
Guests may enjoy dozens of
spirits and craft beer barrel stations
serving a variety of the country’s
best beers, along with award-winning cuisine by a selection of
Mandalay Bay Resort and Casino’s
top chefs.
Sarah Johnson, Mandalay Bay
Resort and Casino’s Director of
Food & Beverage and Nevada’s
first female Certified Cicerone, will
serve as the host for the entire
event.
All-inclusive tickets are priced
at $75 per person, and are available
for purchase on the Las Vegas Beer
and Barrel Project website http://

www.lvbeerbarrelproject.com/.
In addition to the festival, the
“Las Vegas Beer and Barrel
Project” will present an exciting
weekend lineup of seminars and
mixers to celebrate the craft of
brewing. A detailed schedule for the
weekend’s events can be found below:
Friday, Aug. 28
7:30 p.m.-11:30 p.m. VIP Reception and Pop-Up Pub Experience will be held at Shanghai Lilly.
This event will be hosted by
Johnson and will begin with food
and beer pairings, live music and
conversation with guest brewers,
distillers, chefs and industry VIPs.
Entrance will be limited to VIP allaccess ticket holders.
Saturday, Aug. 29
1 p.m.-6:30 p.m.: Seminars &
Panel Discussions will include:
“Beer Got Your Tongue” with brew
master Jared Rouben of Moody
Tongue Brewing Company; “Sour
Beers” with Patrick Rue of The
Bruery and Jonathan Buford of Arizona Wilderness Brewing Company; “State Of The Industry” with
Matt Brynildson of Firestone
Walker Brewing Company, Paul
Gatza of the Brewers Association
and Nikos Ridge of Ninkasi Brewing Company; and “Beer Cocktails”
with Wirtz Beverage experts, Andrew Pollard and Michael Shetler.
Admission for all four seminars is
$99 per person and all-inclusive
with limited seating available. More
information about each seminar and
class leaders can be found online.

7:30 p.m.-11:30 p.m. Mandalay
Bay Beach Beer and Barrel Festival will be held at Mandalay Bay
Beach. Attendees will enjoy dozens of brews from a variety of beer
and distillery vendors; gourmet
food stations from select Mandalay
Bay restaurant chefs, such as Fleur
Executive Chef Hubert Keller, and
live entertainment.
Sunday, Aug. 30
9 a.m.-3 p.m.: “Beer For Breakfast” will be held at Fleur by Hubert
Keller. Guests may enjoy gourmet
bites, including family style pastries, entrÈes, family-style desserts
and beer pairings, selected by Sarah Johnson. Tickets will be priced
at $50 per person and are available
at www.lvbeerbarrelproject.com.
Guests also may take advantage
of exclusive room packages at
Mandalay Bay Resort and Casino
and Delano Las Vegas. Additional
information about the event, including participating brewers, distillers
and chefs and ticket purchase details,
is
available
at
www.lvbeerbarrelproject.com.
*****
LENNY KRAVITZ,
FLOGGING MOLLY AT
THE COSMOPOLITAN
Lenny Kravitz (Sept. 8) and
Flogging Molly (Oct. 2) have been
added to the entertainment lineup
at The Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas.
Tickets are available online at
www.cosmopolitanlasvegas.com or
through
Ticketmaster
at
800.745.3000.
Lenny Kravitz at The Chelsea
Tuesday, Sept. 8, 9 p.m.;
Doors at 8 p.m.
Regarded as one of the preeminent rock musicians of our time,
Lenny Kravitz has transcended
genre, style, race and class into a
20-year musical career, one which
revels in the rich influences of ‘60s
and ‘70s soul, rock and funk.
Kravitz’s talents as a writer, producer and multi-instrumentalist
have resonated through ten studio
albums into a timeless catalog.
He has won four consecutive
GRAMMY Awards, setting a
record for the most wins in the
“Best Male Rock Vocal Performance” category.

Flogging Molly
at Boulevard Pool
Friday, Oct. 2, 9 p.m.;
Doors at 8 p.m.
Founded in Los Angeles in 1997,
Flogging Molly has always defied
categorization. The infectious originality of their songs is a badge of
honor and key to the band’s creativity and urgency. Flogging Molly
infuses punk rock with Celtic instruments — violin, mandolin and
the accordion — and merges blues
progressions with grinding guitars
and traditional Irish music, the music of King’s youth.
*****
RUSSELL PETERS TO
DELIVER A LAUGH-OUTLOUD SHOW AT THE PEARL
Straight off NBC’s hit show, “
Last Comic Standing” and the critically acclaimed movie, “ Chef ,”
and of course, Netflix, Canada’s
number one stand-up export,
Russell Peters returns to The Pearl
inside Palms Casino Resort on Sunday, September 6, 2015 at 8 p.m.
Tickets go on sale to the public
on Friday, March 27 at noon.
This stop finds Peters showcasing all new materials from his Almost Famous World Tour featuring
the comedian’s latest takes on some
of his favorite communities, jobs he
can understand, cell phones, dating
and his uncle who’s never been
punched in the mouth, plus Peters’
signature lightning fast improv with
the audience. The show will also
feature Peters’ Official Tour DJ,
New York City’s DJ Spinbad, as
well as video cameras and screens
for an up-close and intimate show.
Doors at The Pearl will open at
7 p.m. and show time is 8 p.m. The
Pearl Box Office is open daily from
noon until 7 p.m. with extended
hours on select event days. Follow
The Pearl on Twitter at
@PearlatPalms or on Facebook for
concert announcements, event information and exclusive venue
presale information.
*****
Jerry Fink is an entertainment
columnist for the Las Vegas Tribune
newspaper and writes a weekly column. To contact Fink, email him at
jfink@ lasvegastribune.com.
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Neal Diamond Impressionist
Rob Garrett at Cannery North

By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by Rob Garrett
Rob Garrett portrayed Neil Diamond with such feeling the audi-

ence could see his admiration for
the star. Rob sang most of the favorites, most of the songs Neil
Diamond’s fans will always remember.

The sound and movements were
perfect while the music’s rhythms
had an infectious beat.
Watching Rob perform Neil
Diamond’s songs, the resemblance

was uncanny.
The view in the Cannery’s showroom was perfect from every seat.
Rob appeared with his quartet and
three backup singers.
This recreation did not include
videos of Neal Diamond but you
can see them at his “”Hot August
Night-Vegas” show at the Cannery.
Rob’s main musical influences
while growing up were Elvis, the
Beatles and Neil Diamond. In 1974
he moved to Las Vegas with his
parents and younger brother. In
1980 he formed the group ‘Rock ‘n’
Roll Heaven’ and for 15 years
achieved prominence as the leader
and front man of the premiere classic and rock group.
In 1995, John Stuart and Paul
Revere (of The Raiders) hired
Garrett to portray Neil Diamond in
the ‘Legends In Concert’ show in
Honolulu, Hawaii that city’s biggest
theatrical show and most popular
‘impersonation’ type show in the
world. What was to be a two-month
‘trial’ engagement for Rob became
three years.
In August 1998, Rob returned
home to Las Vegas. Since then, has

kept up a steady schedule of touring around the country (and occasionally the world), performing in
more towns and cities than any
other tribute artist in the industry.
He is known worldwide as the
‘’King of Diamonds’’, North
America’s most popular and sought
after Neil Diamond tribute act.
On May 28, 2008, Rob was honored by the Entertainment Network
by receiving the ‘Male Musical
Tribute Artist Award’ at the annual
Celebrity Impersonator Convention
in Las Vegas, marking the first time
ever, a ‘Neil Diamond’ act has won
such an honor. The following
month, he performed to an audience
of 15,000 at Utah Valley University
and 5000 at the Mizner Park theater in Boca Raton, Florida.
Rob Garrett returns to Las Vegas August 29th for their 6th annual
“Hot August Night” show at the
(North) Cannery.
*****
Award
winning
Sandy
Zimmerman has been involved in
producing television programs, TV
commercials, and travel specials
for 28 years. Sandy is a syndicated
show and dining reviewer, travel
writer, health columnist, professional photographer and talk show
host of the Las Vegas Today Show
and Discover the Ultimate Vacation
travel specials. For information or
questions about any of Sandy’s columns, contact Sandy Zimmerman at
(702)-731-6491.

Page 22 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / August 19-25, 2015

SOCIAL SECURITY AWARENESS

President Franklin D. Roosevelt
signed the Social Security Act 80
years ago this week, on Aug. 14,
1935 — the same year Babe Ruth
played his final professional baseball game, the Monopoly board
game received an official U.S.
patent and canned beer was sold in
America for the first time (and, incidentally, the same year that a
group known as Alcoholics Anonymous was founded in Akron, Ohio).
The Social Security Administration estimates nearly 60 million
beneficiaries received some kind of
assistance from the program last
year, but millions of others have
reaped the program’s rewards over
the last eight decades, the majority
of whom were retired and relied on
Social Security payments as one of
their only consistent streams of additional finances.
The program’s pool of funds is
fueled largely by taxes collected
from companies and their employees under the Federal Insurance
Contributions Act. But with more
and more baby boomers entering
retirement and a proportionally
smaller collection of millennials
paying into the fund, Social Security as America has come to know
it won’t be around much longer
without some kind of intervention.
The program’s retirement and
disability trust fund reserves are set
to run out in 2034, but the writing
has been on the wall for decades,
says Laurence Kotlikoff, an economics professor at Boston University, research associate at the National Bureau of Economic Research, fellow at the Econometric
Society, president of Economic Security Planning, Inc. financial planning software company and New
York Times bestselling author.
Kotlikoff argues that Social
Security’s tenuous financial situation leaves little room for an 80th
birthday party and that program reform should be a much bigger priority for the country’s politicians
today.
U.S. News recently spoke with
Kotlikoff about Social Security’s
future and how to go about plugging the programs financial leaks.

Economist Andrew Soegel
Excerpts: Social Security’s financial reserves are expected to dry
up by 2034, when the program
will be paying out significantly
more in benefits than it’s raking
in. How can that happen?
The basic story is the system is
broke. Nobody’s admitting it — focusing [instead] on the fact that in
so many years it’s going to run out
of money. It’s not just going to run
out of money. It’s going to be short
more and more money on an ongoing basis forever. If you want to sum
it all up, it’s $26 trillion short today. It’s not broke in 30 years. It’s
broke today.
This has been a financial scam
that we’ve played against our children. And we’re very good at it, and
we succeeded in leaving them a disaster. You might say, ‘Well, maybe
the rest of the fiscal system can bail
out Social Security.’ It’s not the
case. If you look at the entire fiscal
system, including Social Security,
there’s a $210 trillion fiscal gap, not
a $26 trillion fiscal gap. So the financing has been a disgrace.
You could not begin to believe
the complexity of the Social Security system. It’s more complicated
than the whole personal tax system.
This is bureaucrats run wild, with
[their] own personal sexist perceptions.
You have to wait 10 years [after
getting married] to get a divorce
benefit. You get divorced a day too
early, you get screwed. What’s that
all about? You have to be 60 before
you can remarry and still collect on
your ex if he dies. What’s that all
about? Where is that coming from?
That’s coming from misogynists
who wanted to work over women

who left them. They wanted to give
them strong incentives not to leave
while they went off and played
around. That’s what that was all
about.
You have people getting very big
differences in what they get based
on what they know, not based on
what they are owed.
But if Social Security is $26
trillion in the hole today, how has
that not showed up in the
country’s deficit? Why isn’t the
shortfall a more prominent issue?
This thing has been financed on
a ‘take as you go’ basis. I’m Uncle
Sam. I grab some money from you,
maybe $3,000, this year. And then
I promise to pay you a whole lot of
money in the future. I could say
‘I’m borrowing the $3,000 and
what I’ll pay you in the future is
principal plus interest on that.’ Or I
could say ‘I’m taxing you $3,000,
and what I’m going to pay you in
the future, I’ll call a transfer payment.’
With the first set of words, the
liability to pay the money in the
future is put on the books. With the
second set of words, it’s not. What
shows up in the official debt is a
matter of language, it’s not a matter of economics or policy.
So the government has been engaged in massive taking of the
young, giving to the old, take as you
go and keeping it off the books,
promising the young, ‘We’re calling this a tax, but you’ll be able to
expropriate from your kids when
you’re old.’
Each generation takes from the
next, steals from the next. It’s generational theft. It’s immoral. It’s
bankrupting our children.
A ponzi scheme, as I define it, is
any financial institution that’s engaged in fraudulent accounting.
Social Security is a big insurance
company which has been engaged
in fraudulent accounting. They have
problems paying people.
What don’t people know
about Social Security that would
help them make a better decision
about when and how to opt in?
They don’t know about all the
(See Soegel, Page 23)

Soegel

(Continued from Page 22)
benefits they can collect. They
don’t know they could live to 100
and if they die, they won’t need
money. Everybody is being told
that you should take your benefit
early because you might die and
miss having gotten it.
But that logic is fallacious, because if you die, you’re in heaven,
and you don’t need money. What
you really need to think about is
Social Security as an insurance system. And with insurance, we protect ourselves against a worst-case
scenario and catastrophic loss. In
this case, the catastrophic loss is
living to 100.
They told people for years it’s a
break-even whether you take the
money early or not, so you therefore might as well take the money
early. That’s like telling somebody
it’s a break-even whether or not
your house burns down, therefore
you better not buy your
homeowners insurance policy. It’s
exactly the same logic, and it’s
made millions of people over the
years take benefits at the wrong
time and lose out on spousal benefits and widows benefits.
You’ve co-authored a New
York Times bestseller called “Get
What’s Yours: The Secrets to
Maxing Out Your Social Security
Benefits,” in which you guide
readers through some of the
program’s complexities. So what
are the secrets? When should
people sign on for Social Security
payments?
One [rule] is to be patient where
it pays off. It doesn’t always pay
off to be patient, but a lot of times
it does.
You want to know about all the
benefits that are available to you,
and then you want to time your benefits to be sure you get everything
you can. But there are a whole lot
of ‘gotchas’ there and a bunch of
secrets.
The book is selling for a reason.
It’s not that people are dying to
learn about the entrails of the system, but we wrote it in a pretty entertaining way, with a lot of humor
and also a lot of anger that anybody
would have to get pushed through
this.
The real irony here is that the
people at Social Security itself cannot understand the system. They
continually tell people absolutely
the wrong thing. I just got off the
phone today with a guy who was
told the wrong thing, not just by
several people, but by a high-ranking supervisor who told him two
completely wrong things about suspending his benefits and starting
them up later.
You’ve advocated for what
you call a Purple Social Security
Plan that could help patch this
system up. What would that involve?
That would freeze the system in
place. By freezing I mean it would
pay off everything the system owes
over time to the people who are in
it. It would pay off all their accrued
benefits, but no one would accrue
any [new] benefits under the old
system. And the next minute, a new
system would be introduced that is
very simple. Its postcard proposal
is at purplesocialsecurityplan.org.
Under that proposal, everyone
would put 8 percent of their pay
into a personal account, but before
it got there two things would happen. The government would match
contributions of low earners, to
make things progressive. And then
all these contributions would be
invested in a global market
weighted index of stocks and bonds
and real estate.
So it’s going to be done by a
computer, so Wall Street doesn’t
touch the money or get a penny out
of this system. You empty out an
entire floor of the Health and Human Services building and just have
one ThinkPad suspended on extremely small, thin wire running
this entire system. So everybody
can see online, in real time, what
their account is worth, and then the
government would guarantee, by
beefing up the retirement age, that
you would always have an account
that equaled at least what you put
in adjusted for inflation. So you
would never lose your contribution.
And this would be done on a cohort-by-cohort basis. If you were
born in a certain month, this thing
would be done for everyone born
in that month.
And then the same computer
would gradually, over a 10-year
period, be annuitizing your account
balances. Every day, it would be
selling off a little portion of your
cohort and used to buy inflationprotected bonds. And then those
[bonds] would be used, starting at
age 62, to provide inflation-adjusted payouts to the people still
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alive in your cohort. So if more
people survive, they would have to
lower the payouts so there is no
burden being left for future generations to pay. This is very similar to
the Swedish system, in some respects.
The Purple Social Security Plan
is just one of a number of plans that
can get us out of our incredibly deep
hole. It’s time to listen to economists, rather than let politicians who
have never studied economics drive
the boat. They’re driving us into the
ground.
Do you think any politicians
have recognized this problem for
what it is?
I think that Christie has made
clear that the system is in trouble.
That’s a brave thing for him to even
mention. But what he’s proposing
is something too little, too late. I
don’t want to speculate without
doing any real analysis, but it just
has a feel to it that it’s far too little.
And that has been the history of
Social Security reforms. Alan
Greenspan had a commission back
in 1983 and was supposed to fix this
system. But the system is in worse
fiscal shape than when Greenspan
fixed it, and he knew back then he
wasn’t looking long enough.
This is like taking a tumor that’s
slowly growing and, each time you
operate, you take only a small
chunk out of it. And then the next
time you operate, you notice it’s
bigger than the last time you operated. And at some point it starts eating at the vital organ, and that’s
where we’re heading.
These politicians have made a
total mess. Greenspan should be
ashamed of himself. This is no time
to celebrate any birthday for Social
Security. This is a time to recognize
the thing as a national disgrace as
currently constructed and financed.
It’s got great intentions and the
worst possible delivery on its objectives. It needs to be reformed.
I hope I’ll have Christie calling
me. I’d be happy to tell him, [Vermont Democratic Sen.] Bernie
Sanders, [Ohio Republican Gov.]
John Kasich — anybody who calls
— what should be done. So far they
haven’t been calling. The phone
hasn’t been ringing.
I did talk to one of [Wisconsin
Republican Gov.] Scott Walker’s
guys, and I talked to [retired neurosurgeon] Ben Carson about issues
related to fiscal policy. I think he
understood what I was saying quite
well.
I’m not endorsing any of these
politicians. I would love to talk to
each one of them and explain the

problem and talk about solutions,
because these guys have royally
screwed things up over decades. I’d
love to talk to every one of these
guys, [real estate mogul Donald]
Trump included.
Where is this headed? What’s
the worst-case scenario if this
isn’t addressed?
Where is this whole thing going
to end up? It’s going to end up down
the drain. We’re heading gradually
toward a situation like Argentina,
which used to be a highly developed
country. It had the fifth-highest
GDP per capita around 1910. And
now it’s a developing country again.
It took a century to destroy the
country, but the politicians succeeded.
And that’s what we’ve got going on here. And the reason I’m
looking at infrastructure in Boston
— which is one of the richest cities
in the world — that has cracked
bridges, huge potholes, trash every-

where, is because this country is
broke. And we haven’t understood
it, just like people didn’t understand
what happened when Lehman was
bankrupt.
The country is broke, and the
Social Security system is broke. It’s
80 years old and needs to be retired.
That’s my bottom line, not because
I’m a Democrat or Republican. Its
basic ideas are not delivering on its
promise, and it’s getting worse. And
it’s endangering our children.
Go ask one of these guys running for president, go ask Sanders,
‘Are you leaving me this bill?’ And
he’ll say, ‘Oh, we can grow our way
out of this. We’ll spend more, and
the economy will expand. Or we’ll
just sock it to the corporations or
cut defense.’
Well, yes and no. I don’t think
he wants to cut defense to zero. Corporations are already leaving the
country because of the corporate tax
here versus there. We could get the

rich to pay more, but the rich already pay a whole lot. So if the
country’s $210 trillion in the hole,
you don’t start thinking about new
ways to spend money, when you
aren’t part of paying the $210 trillion yourself. That’s immoral.
What I’ve been arguing for is
that Congress formally declare war
on our children. If you look at what
we’re doing on the fiscal side, on
the climate side, on the educational
side and on the nuclear threat side,
it’s all leading to larger and larger
burdens every year on our children
and larger and larger risks for our
children to bear. There’s plenty of
evidence that says we’re running a
war on our children, and we should
have the decency to just declare
war.
Andrew Soergel is an Economy
Reporter at U.S. News. You can
connect with him on LinkedIn, follow him on Twitter†or email him at
asoergel@usnews.com.
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How Social Security Has
Changed Over 80 Years
By Emily Brandon
President Franklin D. Roosevelt
signed the Social Security Act on
Aug. 14, 1935. Regular monthly
payments to retirees began in 1940
and have continued ever since. But
there have been several important
adjustments to the program, including changes in the retirement age
and increases in benefits to keep up
with inflation. Here’s how the Social Security program has changed
over 80 years.
Electronic payments
“When we first started 80 years
ago, we were mostly providing
face-to-face service,” says Carolyn
Colvin, acting commissioner of the
Social Security. “Over the years we
have moved to our 800 number, and
we are gradually offering additional products online.” Retirees
can now sign up to receive Social
Security payments online. “There
is waiting time on the phone and
wait time in the office. On the
Internet it is immediate,” Colvin
says. The Social Security Administration no longer mails paper
checks to most retirees. A 2013 law
requires all beneficiaries to receive
payments electronically via direct
deposit to a bank account or loaded
onto a prepaid debit card
Online statements
Workers can create an account
to view their Social Security statement online, which includes their
earnings history, taxes paid and a
personalized estimate of their future Social Security benefit. “We
introduced the earnings statement
so people could check the accuracy
of the statement before they retired,” Colvin says. She recommends that workers sign in to check
their statements once a year. Paper
Social Security statements are
mailed to most workers who don’t
opt into online statements about
once every five years.
Automatic cost-of-living
adjustments
Social Security payments were
initially increased only by special
acts of Congress. When payments
began in 1940, workers received
the same amount for 10 years until
Congress decided to boost payments, and further increases were
implemented on an ad hoc basis.
“A lot of those increases occurred
in election years,” says John
Palmer, a Syracuse University professor and former public trustee for
the Medicare and Social Security
programs. Congress passed a law
in 1972 creating automatic cost-ofliving adjustments to Social Security payments based on the annual
increase in consumer prices. These
annual increases in payments,
which were first paid out in 1975,
have ranged from zero in 2010 and
2011 to 14.3 percent in 1980.
Changes to the
retirement age
The original age to claim Social
Security payments was 65. A 1961
law allowed workers to begin
claiming permanently reduced Social Security payments as early as
age 62, but they still needed to wait
until the full retirement age, 65, to
receive the entire payment they
qualified for. “Anytime from 62 on
you could claim, but the benefit
was reduced proportionally to how
much earlier you did start to claim,”
Palmer says. “Now a majority of
people opt to start claiming at 62.”
A 1983 law raised the full retirement age to 66 for most baby
boomers and 67 for people born in
1960 or later and increased the reduction in monthly payments for
people who sign up before their full
retirement age. Provisions were
also added to increase payments for
retirees who delay claiming benefits past their full retirement age
up until age 70.
Elimination of the
earnings test
A 2000 law eliminated the earnings test for people at their full retirement age or older, meaning they
can work and claim Social Security benefits at the same time without penalty. However, if you work
after signing up for Social Security
prior to your full retirement age,
part of your payments will be temporarily withheld. Beneficiaries
under age 66 can earn up to
$15,720 in 2015, after which $1 in
benefits is withheld for every $2
earned above the limit. Retirees
who turn 66 in 2015 can earn
$41,880 before one benefit dollar
is withheld for each $3 earned
above the limit. However, after you
reach your full retirement age, there
is no limit on earnings, and Social
Security payments are recalculated
to factor in the temporarily withheld benefits. “If you are 66 or
older, now you can work full time

and collect Social Security benefits,” Palmer says. “It’s meant to
put much more emphases on work
incentives for people to both be able
to collect Social Security and still
be able to work at least part time.”
Taxation of benefits
Part of Social Security benefits
became taxable for people who earn
above a certain amount beginning
in 1984. If the sum of your adjusted
gross income, nontaxable interest
and half of your Social Security
benefit exceeds $25,000 for individuals and $32,000 for couples, up
to 50 percent of your Social Security benefit becomes subject to income tax. And if these sources of
income top $34,000 for individuals and $44,000 for couples, 85 percent of your Social Security payments may be taxable. “The thresholds that are set up are not indexed
to inflation, so more people will
have some portion of their Social
Security income be subject to taxation,” Palmer says.
Addition of spousal
and child payments
Amendments were made to the
Social Security program in 1939
that added payments to the spouse
and minor children of retired workers and benefits for survivors of
prematurely deceased workers.
Spouses continue to be eligible for
up to 50 percent of the higher
earner’s benefit, if it’s greater than
the payments they are due based on
their own work record. Dependent
children under age 19 can also
claim payments. “Participating in
Social Security provides core protection for all of our children,” says
Eric Kingson, a professor of social
work at Syracuse University. “It’s
life insurance, in effect.”
Addition of disability
payments
Disability payments for older
workers were first added to the program in 1956. President Dwight D.
Eisenhower signed a law in 1960
extending disability payments to
workers of all ages and their dependents. Within a year, half a million
people were receiving disability
payments that averaged $80 per
month. “Social Security is really the
underpinning of economic security
it the country,” Colvin says. “It was
a security program designed to help
people in periods of transition.”
Tax rate
The original Social Security
contribution rate was 1 percent of
pay, which was matched by em-

ployers. The tax rate grew to 1.5
percent in 1950 and gradually increased to top 5 percent by 1978.
The current tax rate of 6.2 percent
has been in effect since 1990. However, some workers don’t pay Social Security taxes on all of their
income. The Social Security tax
applied only to earnings of $3,000
or less in 1950 and earlier. The tax
cap has increased over time to
$51,300 in 1990 and $118,500 in
2015. Earnings above this amount
are not subject to the Social Security payroll tax or factored into benefit payouts.
Payouts
The first monthly retirement
check was paid to Ida May Fuller
of Ludlow, Vermont, in 1940 for
$22.54. The average monthly payment for retired workers has since
climbed to $1,335 in June 2015.

What You
Need To
Know
By Dr Nina Radcliff

Healthy Benefits to
Coordinated Care

It Starts with You and
Your Medical Physician

By Nina Radcliff, MD
“Always listen to the patient;
they might be telling you the diagnosis.”—Sir William Osler.
Several of my professors in
medical school told me that 90 percent of all medical diagnoses can
be made by carefully listening to
the patient. After all, who can recognize the “in’s” of their own body
better?
We are increasingly seeing the
benefits of coordinated care —
where the patient and their doctor
work together to achieve best
health. As patients that means we
must listen to our bodies when
something is awry, immediately
recognize warning signs, and be
able to describe a proper history,
including a family history, so our
doctors have as much information
as possible when asked to diagnose
a medical problem. This is particularly the case when it comes to difficult-to-diagnose illnesses.
Cancer
One of the most frustrating issues with diagnosing cancer is that
the tumor often has to become large
enough to cause a problem or
symptom. This conundrum leads to
delays in diagnosis and can limit
treatment options.
To help with early detection,
these are some “vague” symptoms
that we should be on the lookout
for: fatigue; unexplained weight
loss; fever; pain; change in appetite; nausea or vomiting; persistent
cough or hoarseness; an unexplained lump; persistent changes in
bowel or bladder habits (or blood
in the stool or urine); difficulty
swallowing; and a change in the
appearance of a mole.
Heart Attack
This top killer of Americans —
men and women — does not always
present as telltale sudden, crushing
chest pain. “Atypical” symptoms
that may be completely unrelated
to chest pain include: Pain and discomfort in the neck, shoulder, upper back, or abdomen; shortness of
breath; nausea or vomiting; sweating; lightheadedness or dizziness;
and unusual fatigue. Knowing our
risk factors for heart disease and
being aware of these atypical signs
can be lifesaving.
Depression
Common symptoms include
feelings of sadness, anxiety, and irritability. However, depression can

present with vague symptoms such
as chronic fatigue, concentration
issues, and sleep problems making
the disease more difficult to pin
down. Additionally, we are gaining
more awareness that there may be
“gender specific” symptoms and
that men may present with emotions
that seem opposite: Anger, irritability, reckless behavior, and aggression. This can lead to delays in seeking diagnosis and treatment, despite
it affecting both genders almost
equally.
Systemic Lupus
Erythematosus
An autoimmune disease where
our body abnormally attacks itself
and causes inflammation. The hallmark sign is a butterfly-shaped rash
across a person’s cheeks. However,
lupus has also been called “the disease of a thousand faces” because
it may instead present as joint pain,
fatigue, kidney disease, heart problems, headaches/migraines, seizures, or schizophrenia (paranoia,
hearing voices). To make the waters even murkier, there is no one
test to diagnose lupus.
Lyme Disease
It is estimated that those with
Lyme disease go 1.2 years before
they receive an accurate diagnosis.
The primary, telltale symptom is a
bull’s eye rash that develops at the
site of the tick bite. However, in up
to 30 percent of people, no rash
occurs and they only have vague
symptoms such as muscle and joint
pain, fever, headache, stiffness, and
fatigue.
Celiac Disease
An immune reaction to gluten—
a protein in wheat, rye, and barley

— that can cause vomiting, diarrhea, abdominal pain, bloating,
weight loss, leg cramps, itchy skin,
joint pain, heartburn, or headaches.
Because the symptoms are vague,
it takes an average of 6-10 years for
patients to be properly diagnosed!
The diagnosis can be made via a
blood test; however, up to 10 percent of people with celiac disease
may test negative. Additionally, an
endoscopic procedure can be performed to assess the level of damage.
Stroke
It is estimated that up to 165,000
stroke cases every year are misdiagnosed! Because our brain is involved in virtually every aspect of
our existence, any sudden onset of
confusion, difficulty with speaking,
seeing, or moving, dizziness or loss
of balance should be an alarm—regardless of age — that this may be
a stroke and mandates immediate
medical attention.
As patients, listening to subtle,
vague, or stealth clues that our body
is sending is a critical part of your
doctor’s diagnosis. Before scheduled visits, take some time to write
down your symptoms and other
pertinent information so that you
can provide your doctor with a focused history. And during the visit,
do not be shy. Ask them what their
differential diagnosis is — the
medical term for a list of possible
diagnoses. Doctors appreciate when
their patients are proactive, en-
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gaged, and wanting to get better, so mation only and should not be used
make sure to ask questions! And for the diagnosis or treatment of
consider taking a loved one with medical conditions and cannot subyou to the visit. They can help ask stitute for the advice from your
pertinent questions, write down medical professional. Dr. Nina has
what the doctor is saying, and pro- used all reasonable care in compilvide emotional support. Maintain- ing the current information but it
ing our best health requires input may not apply to you and your
from both ends of the stethoscope. symptoms. Always consult a doctor
And the benefits are well worth it! or other health care professional for
*****
diagnosis and treatment of medical
This article is for general infor- conditions.
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EarthTalk is written and edited by Roddy Scheer and Doug Moss
and is a registered trademark of E - The Environmental Magazine (www.emagazine.com). Send questions to:
earthtalk@emagazine.com. Subscribe: www.emagazine.com/
subscribe; Free Trial Issue: www.emagazine.com/trial.
Dear EarthTalk: How are environmentalists putting drones to
use to help further their causes?
— Joe Martin, Baltimore, MD
Conservationists are utilizing
drone or “unmanned aerial systems” (UAS) technology to gather
highly detailed imagery and other
environmental data that is traditionally challenging to obtain. Wildlife
biologist John Takekawa and his
team at the U.S. Geological
Survey’s Western Ecological Research Center (WERC), for example, are using drones to obtain
aerial images of San Francisco Bay
marshlands.
“It’s very hard to get some of the
data sets in some of these areas that
are remote or hard to reach in the
marshes,” Takekawa explains. “If
you have something that can fly
over and get sensors that can report
back to your computer, that’s what
we’re looking for in exploring these
types of technologies.”
Dr. Amy Woodget, a post-doctoral researcher at the University of
Worcester in the UK, uses her small
Draganflyer X6 UAS to collect
high-resolution imagery of river
channels. The images map the
physical conditions within the rivers, including the channel topography, water depth and surface flow
patterns, data all crucial for gauging river health and habitat conditions essential to the survival of local wildlife.
“The results obtained using
UAS technologies provide unprecedented levels of detail concerning
these physical river habitat parameters, with high levels of accuracy
and precision,” Woodget says.
Drones are also helping preserve
the Peruvian Amazon forest, where
illegal gold mining and logging has
cleared mahogany, Spanish cedar
and other old-growth trees. Carlos
Castaneda, coordinator of the Amazon
Basin
Conservation
Association’s Los Amigos Conservation Concession, monitors the
550-square-mile Los Amigos reserve in southeastern Peru, home to
a large diversity of plant and animal species, including palm
swamps, bamboo thickets, giant
otters, harpy eagles, spider monkeys and jaguars. Small drones
weighing less than five pounds enable detection of any deforestation
within the area.
Considering that more and more
drones are being launched for conservation research, Linda
Rothschild, an evolutionary biologist at NASA’s Ames Research
Center, was concerned when she
found out that UAVs sometimes get
lost in coral reefs or other sensitive
habitats. “As I started to hear about

this, I thought, ‘Well, wouldn’t it
be useful if the UAV was biodegradable, so if it crashed somewhere that was sensitive, it
wouldn’t matter if it dissolved,’”
Rothschild says.
So Rothschild created a biodegradable drone with a team of students in the 2014 International Genetically Engineered Machine
(iGEM) competition. The team’s

Environmentalists are increasingly putting drone technology to work to further their conservation causes.
prototype took its first short flight the mycelium body and then cov- dard battery, motor and propellers.
Rothschild’s dream is to make a
in November 2014 at the iGEM ered the sheets with proteins
competition in Boston. The drone, sourced from the saliva of paper UAV where every part is made with
which resembles a cardboard cup wasps — a water resistant material something biodegradable, but for
holder, is made primarily of myce- that the insects use to cover their now, she says, “realistically, this is
lium grown by New York-based nests. The biodegradable drone going to be much more of a hybrid
Ecovative Design. The team grew body is certainly a step forward, vehicle.”
*****
cellulose leather-like sheets to coat though the drone still uses a stan-
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QUICK GETAWAYS

California Farm to Table
By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by Sandy Zimmerman
and Farmhouse Inn
My trip to northern California
had so many surprises. I was impressed by the Farmhouse Inn, even
breakfast was an event! Yes, Inns
are usually known for their breakfast but here they served a complimentary two course made-to-order
gourmet meal.
I had a first course of Donut
Muffins and strawberries with
golden balsamic vinegar. Then
there was a choice from two second-courses. Either Huevos Rancheros (Eggs Rancheros) poached
fresh eggs from their own farm
along with black beans, chorizo,
queso fresco, home- made salsa and
fried tortillas or baked Blueberry
French toast. The French toast was
different from any other French
toast I have ever tasted with their
nightingale baguette, blueberries,
salted pecans, Chantilly whipped
cream, blueberry-maple syrup, and
cherry wood smoked bacon. It was
so tasty and such a flavorful combination! Another breakfast featured Mascarpone stuffed French
toast.
Catherine and Joe Bartolomei,
the owners of the Farmhouse Inn,
offer such great menus which
change daily so you should be ready
for spectacular taste treats.
Catherine feels, “A farmhouse is
what everyone dreams a farm house

could be. The experience we are
offering is unique. Our food is
wholesome and nutritious. Most of
the time, the eggs are from our own
chickens and the produce from our
gardens.”
Joe discussed their Executive
Chef, “We have a Michelin Chef
who spends half-a-day stopping at
4-5 gardens while getting from his
home to work. He returns with
boxes and boxes of produce and
decides his menu each day. No
menu stays longer than a day.
The fruit you eat was on the vine
eight hours earlier. It is that quick

Catherine and Joe Bartolomei, the owners of the Farmhouse Inn
and that fresh.
return with new fresh always excit“Our dinner menus have 3-4 ing Thai dishes relying on our locourses so people can try lots of cal produce staying always differdishes from around the world. We ent.”
make sure guests have the best posI loved the tasty Frutti di Mare
sible experience.
(Fruit of the Sea) calamari, shrimp
“They can even order their din- and scallop appetizer’s unique
ners with wine pairing overseen by vinaigrette dressing prepared with
the only Master Wine Sommelier in Yuzu-citrus fruit from Asia. Most
Sonoma country. These are great of their seafood is locally harvested.
California and international wines
For information, call (800)-464to explore.”
6642. The Farmhouse Inn is located
Catherine explained, “Our chef in Forestville, California, just 20
travels in Asia, Africa or South minutes from Sonoma and 30 minAmerica three months every year. utes from Napa.
He might be diving in Thailand and
There are airports in nearby

Santa Rosa or a 2-hour drive from
San Francisco. Visit their website
www.farmhouseinn.com.
Award
winning
Sandy
Zimmerman is a syndicated columnist featuring Show and Dining reviews, travel, health, luxury, cars,
lifestyles, celebrity interviews and
more. Sandy is talk show host of the
Las Vegas Today Show programs
and Discover the Ultimate Vacation
travel specials. If you want to suggest topics for articles, want to request a review, for information or
to ask any questions about Sandy’s
articles, call 702-731-6491.

Rabbit, Rabbit, Rabbit (Photo by Farmhouse Inn)

Murals of five generations of the Bartolomei family. (Photo by Sandy Zimmerman)

Seared Diver Scallop with Mashed Potato and Squash Carpaccio
(Photo by Farmhouse Inn)

Lamb Chops with herb curry Couscous (Photo by Farmhouse Inn)

Main Dining Room (Photo by Farmhouse Inn)

