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Former Clark County Sheriff
John McCarthy dead at age 81
By Las Vegas Tribune Staff
Former Clark County Sheriff
John McCarthy died about 1:30
Monday afternoon at a hospital
where he was being treated for congestive heart failure, afib and
COPD.
McCarthy rose to power in 1978
when he won the election for sheriff against incumbent Ralph Lamb;
he was a one-term sheriff.
As head of Vice and Narcotics
from then five-year-old Las Vegas
Metropolitan Police Department,
John McCarthy ran for sheriff
against the incumbent Ralph Lamb
and won.
McCarthy tried to clean up the
city’s largest police department of
the existent corruption and created
some powerful enemies for himself
and his regime, which only lasted
one term. John McCarthy was the
Sheriff in Clark County from 1979
to 1982, when he lost the race to
the late John Moran at the end of
his first term.
When Sheriff John McCarthy
won the 1978 election, the people

My Point
of View
By Rolando Larraz

The Jewish people living in New
York speak with a heavy Jewish accent and then they move to Miami
Beach, Florida and keep talking
with the same heavy accent after 98
years in this country — but everyone understands their accent and
there is no problem.
I have been in this country less
than those 98 years and also still
speak with a heavy accent, but
people — even my own people —
do not want to understand my English.
Some of them even refuse to
understand my writing after going
through not one, but two editors;
one translating from the Spanglish
and the other one making the translation close to perfect.
Another issue that I have to face
every day is that I must be the only
person with multiple personalities,
multiple genders, and also with
multiple names; some people, erroneously and unfairly, are under the
assumption that every article in this
newspaper is writen by me.
For example, last week’s article
about Alicia Herrera running for
city council Ward 3 was written by
Alexandra Cohen from De Oro
Media Group on the East Coast, but
two ill-intentioned individuals
emailed me to say that “your article
about Herrera is wrong because
Councilman Coffin is also Mexican
and he has been on the city council
for two terms already.”
First of all, dear readers, I read
the article, and our Managing Editor, Maramis Choufani, also read
the Herrera article, and it read as
follows, word for word, line by line
in the English language: “...despite
the fact that few people are aware
that one city resident is already sitting on the council, Bob Coffin.”
And in the following paragraph,
Alexandra Cohen explained, “However, the city council had never had
a council member with a Latino
name until this year.”
And when I tried to explain that
fact to Alexandra, she told me that
she was aware of that because she
heard the interview with Councilman Coffin when he graciously accepted our invitation to be on Face
The Tribune radio show.
We, as a group, and I, personally, as the head honcho of our very
humble organization, are very
grateful to Mr. Coffin for his service to the community in the State
Senate and on the City Council, and
no one here is trying to take any
(See My Point of View, Page 2)

Texas Senate approves
open carry gun bill: What
are the repercussions?
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4 found guilty
on HOA scandal

By Rolando Larraz
Las Vegas Tribune
Four people on trial for their involvement in the largest corruption
case in Las Vegas were found guilty
on Tuesday afternoon, hours after the
jurors took the case. David Ball and
attorney Keith Gregory were found
guilty of conspiracy and two counts
of wire fraud; Edith Gillespie,
Benzer’s half-sister, was found guilty
of conspiracy and one count of wire
fraud; Salvatore Ruvolo was found
guilty of conspiracy and three counts
of wire fraud.
LEON BENZER
At the beginning, dozens of suspects were named and most of them
pleaded guilty.
After years of gathering evidence and putting a case together, the
trial of several of those involved in the criminal enterprise is being
heard in the Las Vegas federal courtroom of Judge James Mahan.
After years of gathering evidence and putting a case together, the
trial of several of those involved in the criminal enterprise ended when
a jury found four defendants guilty this past Tuesday.
At the beginning of the aborted scandal, rumors were that some
judges and high-ranking elected officials could be involved in the scam,
but only attorneys and high-ranking police officers were charged; no
judges, justices of high rank, or public officials were named at all.
The man who once told the Las Vegas Tribune that he has all judges
in Clark County in his pocket, “especially the Black judges,” could be
right after all.
Leon Benzer, the man behind the Home Owners Association scandal, bragged about his connection with judges and Mob associates to
the Las Vegas Tribune while visiting the newspaper offices on East
Sahara Avenue, yet so far he has only been charged with the crime and
not brought to trial. Federal agents have pointed to Leon Benzer as
the mastermind of the operation, but nothing seems to touch Benzer,
who is now allegedly a taxi driver, sources tell the newspaper.
Four of the people involved in the scheme were found dead on
different days, in different places and cities, but authorities and the
coroner’s office reported them all as having “committed suicide.”

Nevada education needs a coherent plan,
not a politically expedient spending spree
By Dr. James W. Guthrie
Nevada Policy Research Institute
By almost any measure,
Nevada’s education system ranks
low, often at the nation’s bottom.
Consequently, it makes sense that
Gov. Brian Sandoval should elevate
education to his topmost priority.
Our schools need attention, and the
governor desires to improve them.
Regrettably, however, his improvement plan falls dramatically short.
Money is not the issue. The
governor’s budget calls for healthy
spending increases on top of decades of steady education-spending
increases.
What is missing from
Sandoval’s plan is a systematic
strategy for rendering schools more
effective and deploying resources
more productively. Nevada’s public schools suffer from abysmally
low achievement, a shocking lack
of performance accountability and
an absence of performance and
spending incentives. Sandoval proposes a potpourri of ideas, spreading hundreds of millions of new
dollars in dozens of directions, few
of which address crucial issues of
achievement, accountability and
productivity.
The governor’s budget would
spend additional millions on timid
reforms such as expanded preschool, English language learning,
opportunities for gifted students,
staff for low performing schools,

opposing cyber bullying, facility
construction and more personnel
for the State Education Department.

These proposals appear to be
guided more by political expediency — greasing squeaky wheels

— than a goal of effective education. Moreover, by proposing to
spend public dollars in less than
fully productive ways, the
governor’s plan risks the future of
tens of thousands of students now
trapped in underperforming
schools.
The absence of a clear focus on
a few high-return strategies wastes
money, hurts students and squanders opportunity.
To counter low academic
achievement, Nevada must recruit
and retain larger numbers of effective teachers, place them where they
are most needed and reward them
for high performance. No new technology, textbook, class-size reduc(See Education, Page 4)

GOV. BRIAN SANDOVAL

his business license fee scheme in
his State of the State speech and is
scheduled to outline it for legislative tax committees this week.
He insists the fee is different
from the margin tax rejected by
voters in November by four-to-one.
The Nevada State Education Association managed to gather enough
signatures to have its Nevada Education Initiative go before the voters. The initiative proposed a 2 percent margins tax on all Nevada
(See Sandoval, Page 4)

Sandoval’s business license
scheme is just margin tax lite
By Thomas Michell
First of all, don’t call it a business license fee. It is a tax.
A fee is something you pay to
cover the cost of a service. Getting
a license requires a fee to cover the
cost of the service.
Generating revenue for the general fund to pay for public education is a tax. Pure and simple. As
such it will require a two-thirds approval by both houses of the Nevada Legislature.
Gov. Brian Sandoval proposed

FROM THE DESK OF GORDON MARTINES

Honor, Justice, Decency in Short Supply at LVMPD
By Gordon Martines
While looking back at a 39-year
career in Law Enforcement, I can’t
help but make certain observations
that are now, more than ever, becoming sorrowfully apparent.
As a patriot and full supporter
of our Constitution and Bill of
Rights, along with fully supporting
our military, I have noticed that
military veterans occupy most of

the upper police management positions, in just about every police
agency that I have been associated
with. It all depends on how you
look at it. It could be either a good
thing or a bad thing, but it is what
it is.
Most police departments give
preference points to military veterans when recruiting and hiring.
Granted, the basic principles of

honor and country, and the belief
and support of our way of life and
our Republic, have been systematically instilled in our military forces,
but there is one underlying and
rather disturbing truth in that all
military personnel must obey “orders,” whether they are legal or illegal, moral or immoral; that is the
nature of the beast.
So now what we have are civil-

ian police forces that are riddled
with veteran military personnel that
have essentially, at some point, violated their “Sacred Oath of the Law
Enforcement Code of Ethics” from
the very start and still continue to
violate that Oath at the behest of
their superiors and upper police
management and leadership.
Having seen firsthand how low
(See From the Desk, Page 8)
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Did Time magazine give Hillary horns?

The letter ‘M,’ when partly obscured by a head, has a tendency to make the head’s owner take on a rather diabolical aspect.
By Husna Haq
Christian Science Monitor
Hillary has horns.
That’s the giddy sentiment circulating the blogosphere after the
latest issue of Time hit newsstands.
The cover story, “The Clinton
Way: They write their own rules.
Will it work this time?” by David
Von Drehle, considers the Clintons’
penchant for operating under their
own rules, as highlighted by the
hubbub over Hillary Rodham
Clinton’s use of a private e-mail
account as Secretary of State.

TRIBUNE
VOL. 17, NO. 2
FOUNDER
Rolando Larraz
PUBLISHER
AND
EDITOR IN CHIEF
Rolando Larraz
GENERAL MANAGER
Perly Viasmensky
MANAGING EDITOR
Maramis Choufani
PRODUCTION
Don Snook
ASSOCIATE EDITOR
Colleen Lloyd
INVESTIGATIVE REPORTER
Kenneth A. Wegner

For advertising
rates, deadlines
call 702-868-6398
Las Vegas Tribune is published
weekly at 820 So. 7th Street,
Las Vegas, Nevada 89101.
Main Number:
(702) 868-6398
News desk:
(702) 868-6397
Fax: (702) 696-0096
Website:
LasVegasTribune.com
All rights reserved. Statements,
opinions and points of view expressed by the writers are their
own and do not necessarily represent those of the publisher.
Information, including prices
and times, is considered correct
at the time of publishing but may
change without notice. Las Vegas Tribune assumes no responsibility for unsolicited
manuscripts, transparencies or
other submitted materials. For
return, please enclose a selfaddressed stamped envelope.
Las Vegas Tribune
published weekly by the
Tribune Media Group
David A. Rifkin, Executive Vice President

Quote of the Week:

“Never cut a tree down in the
wintertime. Never make a
negative decision in the low time.
Never make your most important
decisions when you are in your
worst moods. Wait. Be patient.
The storm will pass. The spring
will come.”
—Robert H. Schuller

Please Note:

“Along with her husband — the
42nd President of the United States
— Hillary Clinton is the co-creator
of a soap-operatic political universe
in which documents vanish, words
like this take on multiple meanings
and foes almost always overplay

their hand. Impeachment can be a
route to higher approval ratings; the
occasional (and rare) defeat merely
marks the start of the next campaign. Whatever rules may apply to
them, the law of gravity is not one,”
Drehle writes.
But it’s the cover photo that has
everyone talking.
In it, Mrs. Clinton is a black silhouette against a blue background,
her head placed just so beneath the
‘M’ in ‘Time’ such that the two
spikes of the letter ‘M’ form a very
subtle (or not so subtle?) pair of
horns.
Many on Twitter found it devilishly funny.
Besides eliciting a chuckle, the
cover left some unanswered questions.
Like, did Time notice?
Editors spend hours agonizing

My Point of View
(Continued from Page 1)
deserved merit from him. Mr. Coffin may be the first Mexican on the
city council, but in all honesty, how
many Anglos know that the councilman is a Mexican-American?
He does not have a label on his
back labeling him as “the first
Mexican-American on the Las Vegas City Council”; his license plate
does not bear that personalized
message, nor do his business cards
categorize him as “The First Mexican-American on the City Council.”
In fact, I am not sure if the councilman even speaks Spanish or not.
If anyone can tell me that “Coffin” is a Mexican name, I would be
very surprised, but I would apologize to the councilman for the error.
I have always maintained that I
am man enough to accept and admit my errors; I am also man
enough to explain my errors and
apologize for my unintentional mistakes, but I will not retract any of
my words.
I am sick and tired of people who
pretend to be my friends, and yet
everything they say and do proves
otherwise.
Once I was asked by my dear
friend Miguel Barrientos to co-host
his Spanish language radio show
during the elections, from 4 to 5
p.m. on Wednesdays. I accepted the
task and regardless of my heavy
schedule, I never failed in my commitment to Miguel Barrientos until
the very last day before the election,
when my brother was rushed to the
hospital and I had to go with him.
Unfortunately, when Miguel
Barrientos committed himself to
one hour a week on my English language radio station, his busy schedule was more important than his
commitment to me, and the radio
show never took place, despite all
the publicity and promotion given
to the event. But I consider the
popular radio talk show host my
friend and friends are supposed to
forgive and forget as far as their
friends are concerned.
Besides, Miguel Barrientos and
his wife Angie never missed one
day visiting me while I was sick in

the hospital and I never forget that
generous gesture.
But getting back to the beginning of this column, I am sorry that
some people could not understand
Alexandra’s perfect English and did
not realize that she did not want to,
intend to, nor did she try to diminish the qualifications of city councilman Bob Coffin.
However, I stand by Alexandra
Cohen’s article wherein she more
or less stated that if Alicia Herrera
wins this election, she will bring the
first Latino name to the city council, and she is looking forward to
it.
Alicia Herrera is well qualified
and very intelligent, with an open
mind and the fresh blood so much
needed on our local political scene.
She is equally respected in both the
Latino and Anglo communities, and
is very well liked among residents
and small business-owners of Ward
3, where she has lived almost all of
her life.
Alicia Herrera is young, well
tailored and well articulated, and
with a good personality; and if anyone lets her speak, the world will
be hers. I hope none of the corrupted campaign managers, public
relation tycoons, activists or whatever other labels they might attach
to their names, will get control of
Alicia Herrera and ruin all the good
things she has to offer to our community in any capacity she may
choose.
Education is one of her passions,
and she looks forward to working
hand-in-hand with the mayor in that
field. She told Ed Ehuling during a
Face The Tribune radio show interview that she is looking forward to
listening to any ideas that Mayor
Goodman may have to improve the
educational system.
My name is Rolando Larraz, and
as always, I approved this column.
*****
Rolando Larraz is Editor in
Chief of the Las Vegas Tribune. His
column appears weekly in this
newspaper. To contact Rolando
Larraz,
email
him
at:
Rlarraz@lasvegastribune.com or
at 702-868-NEWS (6397)

over magazine covers, arguing over
nuances like spacing, shading, and
fading. It seems unlikely that no one
spotted the horns sprouting from
Hillary’s head.
But why? For this, we turn again
to the blogosphere, where overanalyzing is an art form.
“If this is a signal that even the
mainstream media, notorious for
being gatekeepers for the Clintons,
is turning on Clinton, it is certainly
bad news for someone Democrats
view as being “too big to fail,”
writes conservative Breitbart News.
“Are the long knives out?” asked
commenter Dilbert San Diego on
The Free Republic. “[Are the] liberals eating their own now?”

Added commenter Steve Seattle,
“I guess this means the media are
going all-in for Elizabeth Warren.
Hillary is just too ‘yesterday.’ ...The
media want a fresh face.”
Perhaps. But maybe the horns
could just be an inevitable consequence of having the letter M in
your publication’s name.
As Time itself pointed out, it’s
not the first time it’s happened.
Hillary has joined a veritable horn
hall of fame, joining the ranks of
three popes, George Bush, Bill
Clinton (twice), Barack Obama,
FDR, Abraham Lincoln, Angelina
Jolie, Bill Gates, Darth Vader, and
even Jesus, who have received the
horn treatment in covers past.
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“Speed Networking” event with high school academy
students from Northwest Career and Technical Academy

On Friday, March 20 representatives from over 20 businesses will
take part in a “Speed Networking”
event with high school academy
students from Northwest Career
and Technical Academy (NWCTA).
Students will have the opportunity
to meet industry leaders from companies like Hewlett Packard, the
City of Las Vegas, and Cisco while
learning more about what it takes
to succeed in the real world. The
event will take place from 12:00
p.m.–2:30 p.m. at the CSN Cheyenne Campus Whitley Lounge.
The event is one of several workbased learning activities the students take part in throughout their
high school careers. As part of the
National Academy Foundation, a
national network of 667 careerthemed academies serving over
80,000 students, NWCTA provides
students with a career-focused education that includes industry-vetted
curriculum combined with traditional high school curriculum, in
addition to experiences that directly
relate to the working world, including resume-writing workshops,
mock interviews, networking
events, job-shadowing opportunities, and the culminating experience
— a paid internship.
For information, 646-395-9962.
*****

Las Vegas women have a
“change of heart” at the
2015 Go Red For Women
Luncheon
More than 600 women and men
joined together to support making
a change to beat heart disease and
stroke in women at Bellagio Hotel
& Casino on February 27th at the
American Heart Association/
American Stroke Association Las
Vegas Division’s 10th annual Go
Red For Women Luncheon.
Under the incredible leadership
of the 2015 Go Red For Women
Luncheon Chair, Katie Lever, General Counsel for Scientific Games,
the event raised nearly $400,000 in
lifesaving funds for women and
heart disease research. This amount
well surpasses all prior fundraising
events in AHA/ASA Las Vegas history! The revenue also supports
educational materials and community programs for women, raising
the awareness in women, advocating for increased funding of women
and heart disease research and ini-

tiatives, and educating health professionals and their patients about
women and heart disease.
“Katie’s passion for the Go Red
For Women movement, as well as
making a profound difference in the
Las Vegas community made her the
perfect person to chair of this important event. Her efforts will help
save lives and educate hundreds of
thousands of women with hearthealth information,” said Gina
Mann, American Heart Association/
American Stroke Association Las
Vegas Division Executive Director.
Scientific Games also served as
the top local sponsor of the Luncheon. Other local sponsors included Pisanelli Bice, Dignity
Health St. Rose Dominican, Glaser
Weil, Molly’s, Steptoe & Johnson
LLP and Anthem BlueCross
BlueShield of Nevada. Macy’s is
the national sponsor of Go Red For
Women.
The luncheon elegantly combined the spirit of camaraderie and
education with a healthy and beauty
expo, free health screenings and a
heart-healthy lunch. Keynote
speaker Dr. Cortney Warren of
UNLV shared her insights on how
culture influences ideals of beauty.
National American Stroke Association spokesperson, supermodel,
author, actress and stroke survivor
Claudia Mason served as emcee for
the program.
In the end, it was longtime volunteer and heart survivor Melanie
Baldwin who stole the show.
Melanie, along with her mother and
daughter shared her heart-wrenching yet spirited tale of surviving and
thriving with a congenital heart defect. Her journey includes multiple
surgeries and even a recent sudden
cardiac arrest in which local EMTs
brought her back to life. Her story
brought the audience to their feet
and reminded everyone why it was
so important for them to be at the
luncheon that day — to help fund
research that saves lives like
Melanie’s.
“The 10th annual Go Red for
Women Luncheon was truly a celebration of the strength and spirit
of women who have decided to
battle against heart disease and
stroke, which cause one in three
women’s deaths each year, killing
approximately one woman every
minute. I feel honored and humbled
to be part of such a vital event and
movement, said Lever.
*****
City of Las Vegas Cultural
Arts March 2015
Calendar of Events
Registration March 1-April 8,
for six- to seven-week session of
classes through May 23. Charleston Heights Arts Center, 800 S.
Brush St., 702-229-6383.

Courses offered include ballet,
hip-hop, visual arts and private lessons in music and dance by appointment. For more information, call
702-229-6383. To register online,
visit www.artslasvegas.org/classes/
register.htm.
***
Spring II Class Registration at
the West Las Vegas Arts Center
(all ages)
Registration — Spring 2015:
March 28 — April 11 for six-week
session of classes April 15 — May
23
West Las Vegas Arts Center, 947
W. Lake Mead Blvd., (702) 2294800.
Cultural arts classes include African Dance for Children, African
Dance for Teens/Adults; African
Drum, Ballet-Children; Ballet–Beginner; Ballet-Intermediate/Advanced; Modern Dance; Street
Funk-Beginner; Street Funk-Intermediate/Advanced; Capoeira; Audio Engineering; Social Media &
You; and Private Piano/Voice lessons. To register or for more information, call 702-229-4800 or visit
www.artslasvegas.org.
***
Contra Dancing
(ages 8+)
Saturday, March 28, group lesson 6:30 p.m.; dance 7 to 10 p.m.
Admission: $10 adults; $5 students/military; $3 children and nondancers. Pay at the door.
Charleston Heights Arts Center,
800 S. Brush St., 702-229-6383.
Dance to a live acoustic band
playing joyful tunes, driving reels
and a waltz or two. All dances are
taught and called; newcomers and
families welcome. No need to bring
a partner. Wear comfortable flatsoled shoes and casual clothing.
These dances are presented by the
Southern Nevada Old Time Contra
Dancers, a nonprofit volunteer organization. Call ahead, dates are
subject to change.
For more information, call 702656-9513 or go online to
www.lasvegascountrydance.org.
***
Spring Break Youth Dance Camp
(ages 12-18)
March 30-April 3, 3:30 to 6:30
p.m. Registration open through
March 30.
Cost: $75.
Charleston Heights Arts Center,
800 S. Brush St., 702-229-6383.
This one-week camp encompasses training in the dance disci-

plines and techniques of contemporary ballet, modern, hip-hop, jazz
and lyrical, and concludes with a
student performance. Register your
child for an opportunity to train,
meet new people and succeed in a
disciplined atmosphere. Enrollment
is open to beginner through intermediate-advanced dancers. For
more information, call 702-2296383. To register online, visit
www.artslasvegas.org/classes/
register.htm.
***
Rainbow Company Spring Break
Drama Workshop
(grades 2-6)
Monday-Friday, March 30-April
4, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.; performance
Saturday, April 4, 10 a.m.
Cost: $135.
Charleston Heights Arts Center,
800 S. Brush St., 702-229-6383.
This one-week workshop includes theatre games, improvisation, acting exercises, rehearsal
skills and a Saturday morning presentation. Students bring a lunch,
beverage and two snacks each day.
For details, call 702-229-6553. Visit
online www.artslasvegas.org/
classes/register.htm to register.
***
EXHIBITIONS
In Honor of African-American
Heritage 2015 Exhibit
Feb. 12-May 28, 7 a.m. to 5:30
p.m. Monday-Thursday; closed
Saturday, Sunday and holidays.
Meet-the-Artists Reception
Thursday, Feb. 12, 5 to 7 p.m.
Free and open to the public.
Las Vegas City Hall Chamber
Gallery, 495 S. Main St., second
floor, 702-229-1012.
For more information about this
exhibit, please call 702-229-1012.
***
Celebrating Life!
2015 Master’s Exhibit
Artists Susanne Forestieri,
Stewart Freshwater, Pat Kuramoto
Feb. 19 — April 22, WednesdayFriday, 12:30 to 9 p.m. and Saturday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Reception Feb. 27, 6 to 8 p.m.
Charleston Heights Arts Center,
800 S. Brush St., 702-229-6383.
This exhibit will feature work by
artists that have a mastery with their
chosen media and have won three
or more awards in Celebrating Life!
over the last 15 years. Each artist
will show several works in the predominant medium they have mastered. During the exhibit, they will
be giving one or more demonstra-

tion sessions on an aspect of their
artistic process, or a special talk
about the artist’s process will be led
by a member of the community.
Artists’ workshops to be determined. Call 702-229-1012 for more
information.
***
Nevada Watercolor Signature
Member Exhibit
Feb. 26-May 23, 2015; open by
appointment only and during artists’
reception.
Reception and Member Awards
Thursday, Feb. 26, 5:30 to 7 p.m.
Mayor’s Gallery, Historic Fifth
Street School, 401 S. Fourth St.;
702-229-1012.
Strong and vibrant watercolor
work from Nevada Watercolor Society members that have been part
of the group for many years. For
more information about this exhibit,
please call 702-229-1012.
***
The Harvey Fuqua Music
Awards Exhibit
Presented by The Las Vegas
Music Association and The Helen
Toland Foundation
March 14 — May 9, 9:30 a.m.
to 6:30 p.m., Wednesday-Friday;
9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday.
Meet-the-Artist Reception Saturday, March 14, 2 p.m.
Free and open to the public.
West Las Vegas Arts Center
Community Gallery, 947 W. Lake
Mead Blvd., 702-229-4800.
Harvey Fuqua, legendary music
producer and composer, was the
brother-in-law of Motown Records
creator Berry Gordy Jr. The exhibit
will showcase some of the many
BMI awards presented to Fuqua and
also several of the other music trophies he received throughout the
50+ years he produced and wrote
music. Fuqua created the vocal
groups the Moon Glows and New
Birth and brought Asford and
Simpson, Cholly Atkins and
Marvin Gaye to Motown, along
with several others. The awards will
show documentation of a few of the
million- and platinum-selling
records produced, written and performed by Fuqua. For more information, call 702-229-4800 or visit
www.artslasvegas.org.
*****
City Beat is a compilation of
news and views of our editorial and
writing team, along with reader
submissions and topics. Readers
are invited to suggest a local topic
or any other items of interest.
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SNWA encourages
consumers to chase
water waste this week

Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
The average American family
could be wasting more than 10,000
gallons of water each year due to
easy-to-fix household leaks, according to the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency’s (EPA’s)
WaterSense program. That amount
of water could increase a water bill
by as much as 10 percent while
wasting precious resources. That’s
why EPA is encouraging consumers to participate in WaterSense’s
seventh annual Fix a Leak Week,
March 16 through 22, 2015, by
finding and fixing leaks around the
home.
If every household in Nevada
lost as much as 10,000 gallons of
water per year to leaks, residents
would be, cumulatively, spending
more than $111 million dollars on
water lost to easily detectible and
fixable leaks. The communities
served by the Southern Nevada
Water Authority (SNWA) have endured drought for over a decade.
During this time, the level of
Nevada’s Lake Mead has dropped
more than 100 feet. According to
the U.S. drought monitor’s March
3rd report, over 99 percent of Nevada is experiencing drought conditions.
“Conserving Nevada’s water
resources is everyone’s responsibility,” said Jared Blumenfeld, EPA’s
Regional Administrator for the Pacific Southwest. “Household leaks
in Nevada may account for nearly
12 billion gallons of water wasted
each year.”
By following three simple steps
— check, twist, and replace — consumers can save water and make
their homes more efficient.
Here’s how to get started finding and fixing leaks:
Check: Look at your water
meter, usually located outside your
house, before and after a two-hour

Sandoval

(Continued from Page 1)
businesses that gross more than $1
million a year.
Sandoval’s plan doubles the
business license fee on all businesses from $200 to $400 and also
imposes a tax on gross receipts, but
it is less than 1 percent and starts at
much lower levels of gross receipts.
The law, introduced as Senate Bill
252, is a 130-page behemoth with
27 separate tax tables for different
industries. For some industries the
tax kicks in at about $125,000 a
year and more others it doesn’t apply until nearly $200,000 a year.
While the margin tax allowed
businesses to take one of three deductions:
A. A straight 30 percent of revenues, leaving the tax due on 70
percent of revenue.
B. The cost of goods sold.
C. Employee compensation up
to $300,000 per employee —
Sandoval’s tax has no such deductions, except for gaming revenues.
The margin tax was estimated to
hit private industry with $800 million a year in taxes, while Sandoval
has said his tax will rake in $250
million. The lowest tax would be
$400 and the highest would be $4
million.
Like the margin tax, it pays no
heed to whether a business is profitable. It hits the gross receipts no
matter the cost of doing business.
According to a fact sheet posted
on the governor’s website, there are
more than 300,000 businesses that
currently pay the licensing fee. The
fact sheet insists the license fee is

period of no water use. If the number has changed, there is likely a
leak, which could be as simple to
fix as replacing a worn rubber flapper in the toilet tank.
Twist: Fix dripping pipes, fixtures, or hoses by using a wrench
to twist and tighten the connections.
If needed, pipe tape can help seal
shower fixtures or hose connections. Remind everyone in the
house to turn faucets and showers
off tightly, and check washers and
valves for persistent drips.
Replace: For old or inefficient
fixtures that are not easily repaired,
look for WaterSense labeled models to replace them. These waterand money-saving high-performing
products are independently certified
to use at least 20 percent less water
and perform well. You can find the
label on the product packaging or
the website of your favorite plumbing brand and they are available in
a variety of styles and prices at
home improvement stores.
To help consumers find and fix
leaks, the SNWA is promoting Fix
A Leek Week through web and social media, radio announcements,
and in the agency’s newsletters.
Visit www.epa.gov/watersense/
fixaleak to learn more about finding and fixing leaks.

“significantly” different from the
margin tax. In fact, it will ding far
more businesses than the one
pushed by the teachers’ union.
For all its flaws, the margin tax
was uniform. Sandoval’s is a contortion. Those 27 different tax tables
arguably defy the state constitutional mandate that: “The Legislature shall provide by law for a uniform and equal rate of assessment

Henderson Police Officers’ Association hosts
Open House and Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony
The Henderson Police Officers’ Association
(HPOA) recently is hosted an Open House for their
newly remodeled union office and hall in downtown
Henderson. The event was well attended by City of
Henderson elected officials and leaders, Henderson
Chamber of Commerce members and business owners, and Henderson residents.
The Open House kicked off with a Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony, in conjunction with the Henderson
Chamber of Commerce. Afterwards, guests were
able to meet and greet with Henderson Police Officers, tour the hall, and enjoy a catered lunch provided
by local businesses, Emerald Island Casino and

Education

(Continued from Page 1)
tion, professional development or
physical facility can substitute for
effective teachers.
By identifying the most effective
10 percent of Nevada’s teachers and
offering to pay them $200,000 a
year in exchange for additional
teaching and mentoring responsibilities, Nevada could become a
magnet for teaching talent. As a
state, we would have our pick of the
nation’s best teachers. This entire
plan can be accomplished with existing financial resources by
repurposing dollars currently
wasted on class-size reduction.
Nevada’s public schools lack
accountability. No adults feel pain

and taxation...” How can this possibly pass constitutional muster?
According to that fact sheet, the
tax rates varies from a low of 0.056
percent for mining to a high of
0.362 percent for rail transportation.
A study conducted for Nevada
Policy Research Institute estimated
the margin tax would kill 3,600 private sector jobs. Will the Sandoval
tax kill only 1,000?

Fleming’s Bakery.
Ken Kerby, HPOA President, was grateful for the
high attendance and says, “It is great to see members
of the Henderson community come together to support their local police officers. I am glad myself and
fellow officers had the chance to meet residents and
show them around our headquarters. We thank all of
those who were able to attend.”
The HPOA Union Office & Hall serves as the
headquarters for their Executive Board to meet, as
well as a place for their members to gather. The office is located in downtown Henderson off of Water
Street, at 145 Panama Street, Henderson, NV 89015.

when children persistently fail. To
rectify this condition, teacher performance must be fairly measured,
principals placed clearly in charge
of individual schools, administrators given performance contracts
and charter schools and parental
choice expanded, using Education
Savings Accounts and Opportunity
Scholarships.
A symptom of insanity is repeatedly performing the same tasks and
expecting different outcomes. Nevada education can regain sanity by
concentrating resources on a few
high leverage points. Formation of
a state cadre of 2,000 effective
teachers, empowering parents and

quality school principals and enabling able instructors with modern
blended-learning instructional technology can quickly elevate achievement, accountability and system
productivity.
It is not too late for legislative
action to improve student outcomes
by lowering the Governor’s proposed financing and channeling it
into a coherent plan for elevating
education in Nevada.
Dr. James W. Guthrie was appointed by Gov. Brian Sandoval to
serve as Nevada’s first governorappointed State Superintendent of
Public Instruction and served from
2013 to 2014.
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Attorney General Adam Paul Laxalt at work for Nevada

AG Laxalt joins bipartisan coalition of 23 state attorneys
general in urging ATF to discard controversial ammo proposal
Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
Carson City, NV — Nevada Attorney General Adam Paul Laxalt
and 22 other state attorneys general
sent a letter to the federal Bureau
of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms
(ATF) urging the agency to permanently discard a controversial proposed ban on widely used rifle ammunition. On March 10, 2015, after an outpouring of opposition, including from the law enforcement
community, ATF shelved the proposal.
“The federal government’s proposed ammunition ban was a solution to a problem that simply does
not exist,” said Laxalt. “That is why
a bipartisan group of attorneys general and law enforcement organizations oppose the ban. There are real,

pressing problems our federal government needs to address, and another needless infringement on our
Second Amendment rights does not
address any of them.”
After postponing the proposal,
ATF indicated it would continue to
take public comment, until the close
of business on March 16. In the letter submitted to ATF yesterday, Attorney General Laxalt and the other
bipartisan attorneys general contended that the proposed ban is arbitrary, unnecessary, and could easily lead to bans on a wide range of
rifle ammunition.
“We applaud your recent decision not to issue a final framework
on this proposal, at least for now,
and we strongly encourage you not
to revive it,” the letter states. “We

Sentencing of former UNLV
employee for credit card
fraud announced by Laxalt
Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
Nevada Attorney General Adam
Paul Laxalt announced that Lina
Khachekian, 35, of North Las Vegas, was sentenced this week on
two felony counts of theft related
to the fraudulent use of state of
Nevada credit cards assigned to her
as an employee of the University
of Nevada Las Vegas. Eighth Judicial District Court Judge Michael
P. Villani sentenced Khachekian to
24-60 months in state prison.
Khachekian was ordered to pay
$292,371 in restitution, including
over $60,000 that was paid at the
time of sentencing. Khachekian was
immediately taken into custody.
“State employees are held to a
high standard as public servants,
and should not abuse the trust
vested in them by pilfering public
funds,” said Laxalt. “This office
will continue to take a firm stance
against abuses of public integrity by
state employees.”
Khachekian worked as Administrative Assistant IV in the IT Operations Support Unit of the Office
of Information Technology at
UNLV. Her duties included purchasing supplies needed by the
Operations Support Unit. As a result, Khachekian was provided a
state credit card to make necessary
purchases. State agencies are required to put safeguards in place
and regulate the use of such cards
to prevent fraud, waste and abuse.
Khachekian actively circumvented such safeguards, and created
the opportunity to commit the instant theft of more than $290,000
dollars over a 15 month period of
time. Khachekian altered invoices
of illegitimately purchased consumer electronics to resemble purchases more consistent with the
authorized purchase of UNLV office supplies and equipment to conceal the unlawful nature of her conduct. She also convinced co-workers to allow her to borrow their
credit cards to make additional illegitimate purchases once she had
maxed out the monthly limit on her
card. Khachekian relied on the trust
of co-workers and supervisors to
not closely scrutinize the purchases
she made on various credit cards
during the monthly reconciliation
and payment of credit cards bills.
This case was investigated by
the Attorney General’s Office, and
prosecuted by Chief Deputy Attorney General Thom Gover and
Deputy Attorney General Adam
Woodrum of the Special Prosecutions Unit.

LINA KHACHEKIAN

Nevada Attorney General
Adam Paul Laxalt
represent our respective states as
each state’s Chief Law Enforcement Officer, and in that role we

directly oversee or work directly
with numerous federal, state, tribal
and local law enforcement agencies. We, as much as anyone, want
to do the utmost to ensure that our
brave men and women that serve
in law enforcement are safe. The
proposed ATF ban on M855 5.56
ammunition, however, does not advance that goal. Instead, it threatens Second Amendment freedoms
and deprives shooting sports enthusiasts of a popular cartridge for a
popular rifle.”
In the letter, the attorneys general highlighted the opposition to
the ban that was voiced by law enforcement organizations.
The letter also stated, “As law
enforcement organizations such as
the Fraternal Order of Police have

recently described, the 5.56 M855
cartridge does not pose a particular
threat to law enforcement. Indeed,
we are aware of no examples in our
states in which this round has been
used against law enforcement in a
concealed weapon.”
In closing, the 23 attorneys general urged ATF “to reject this illadvised proposal and uphold the
Second Amendment rights of our
citizens.”
The letter was signed by the attorneys general of Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia,
Idaho, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Michigan, Mississippi, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, South Dakota,
Texas, Utah, and Wyoming.

Las Vegas couple in mortgage
assistance scam sentenced

Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
Nevada Attorney General Adam Paul Laxalt announced that Alex Soria, 69, and Sonia Rodis, 55,
both of Las Vegas, were each sentenced last week
on one felony count of a pattern of mortgage lending fraud. The couple misrepresented to homeowners
a fraudulent mortgage elimination program that involved the recording of affidavits, deeds of reconveyance and other title documents that failed to eliminate their mortgages. The fraud was committed between May 2010 and October 2011.
“It is unacceptable for individuals to prey on hurting homeowners,” said Laxalt. “My office will aggressively pursue those who victimize hard-working Nevadans seeking home mortgage assistance.”

Soria and Rodis operated this mortgage lending
fraud scam out of their business, BioGreen Teck,
LLC. They targeted members of their Filipino community, among others, collecting approximately
$63,000 in payments from their victims.
Eighth Judicial District Court Judge Jessie Walsh
sentenced Soria to 38 to 96 months in Nevada state
prison. Soria was immediately taken into custody.
Rodis was sentenced to 38 to 96 months in Nevada
state prison with her sentence suspended for a period
of probation not to exceed 5 years. The couple was
ordered to pay restitution totaling over $63,000.
The case was prosecuted by Chief Deputy Attorney General Jeff Segal and Senior Deputy Attorney
General Raya Swift.
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Texas Senate approves open carry
gun bill: What are the repercussions?
Up until now, Texas has been one of the few U.S. states to prohibit openly carrying a handgun.
By Samantha Laine
Christian Science Monitor
On Monday, the Texas Senate
approved Senate Bill 17, which
would allow concealed weapons
permit holders to openly carry firearms. The bill was passed on along
party lines, with Republicans pushing the vote 20 to 11.
After the upper chamber takes a
final vote, the bill will head to the
House.
If approved, it will then go to
Gov. Greg Abbott, who tweeted his
approval on Sunday.
I’m warming up my signing pen:
Texas Legislature Ready to Move
Forward on Open Carry Bill http://
t.co/cJJfbmgE87 #tcot #txlege
@NRA
If the bill becomes law, are there
any foreseeable repercussions that
will affect the Lone Star State?
Despite its reputation for cowboy conservatism, Texas is one of
only six states — along with New
York, Florida, South Carolina, Illinois, and California — to prohibit
citizens from openly carrying handguns. According to the advocacy

group OpenCarry.org, 14 states require a permit, and another 30 states
do not.
Sen. Craig Estes (R-Wichita
Falls), who brought Senate Bill 17

forward, said he does not see any
problems with the bill.
“In other states that have taken
this step... it’s been deemed pretty
much a non-event,” Estes said as he

introduced the bill, reported The
Texas Tribune. “We have searched
really hard far and wide for problems, and we haven’t found any.”
The upper chamber debated the

Elizabeth Dole Foundation announces
2015 Caregiver Fellow to represent Nevada
Military and veteran caregivers selected to advocate for the 5.5
million Americans caring for wounded, ill and injured veterans
Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
The Elizabeth Dole Foundation
announced that Heidi Woodring of
Las Vegas has been selected for the
2015 class of military and veteran
caregivers chosen for the Elizabeth
Dole Foundation Fellows program.
The Foundation’s Fellowship is a
national program comprised of
military and veteran caregivers
who have stepped forward to serve
as advocates and spokespeople for
the 5.5 million parents, spouses,
children and other loved ones caring for our nation’s wounded, ill
and injured warriors. Nevada is
also represented by Amber Linder
of Nevada who was selected as a
2014 fellow.
In 2014, the Elizabeth Dole Fellows provided insight and advice
about the serious challenges encountered by military caregivers
during face to face meetings with
the White House, Department of
Veterans Affairs, more than 100
Members of Congress, and dozens
of leaders in the public, private,
nonprofit, labor and faith communities. This year’s Fellows will provide millions of caregivers a voice
as the Elizabeth Dole Foundation
continues working with its National
Coalition of leaders, organizations
and agencies leading up to this
spring’s Hidden Heroes Coalition
Summit 2015: Progress and Promise.
“Our Fellows are the heart and
soul of our Foundation’s work,”
said Senator Elizabeth Dole. “The
wisdom of their personal experience is invaluable, and it helps
guide the focus of our National
Coalition. I am personally grateful

that these hidden heroes would add
to the selfless service they already
provide as caregivers by volunteering to represent the millions of their
peers in need of better support from
our nation.”
Together with the caregivers selected to participate last year, the
2015 Elizabeth Dole Fellows represent nearly every state and territory. They face many of the challenges identified in the Elizabeth
Dole Foundation’s 2014 RAND
study of military caregivers, such
as difficulty navigating complex
benefits systems, lacking adequate
caregiver training, and suffering
moderate to severe emotional distress, financial strain and familial
turmoil. The veterans who the Fellows care for have sustained visible
and invisible wounds, both in service following the attacks of September 11, 2001 and in prior conflicts. The Fellows also represent
the diverse relationships today’s
military caregivers have with their
care recipients, including spouses
caring for spouses, parents caring
for children, sisters caring for brothers, and friends caring for friends.
“While our Fellows’ personal
caregiving stories reflect those of
the millions of military caregivers
across the nation, these individuals
also stand out for their ability to find
solutions to problems, mentor their
peers and summon the courage to
publicly share the hard times they
have endured,” said Senator Elizabeth Dole. “Each of them has an
outlook that inspires me, and I’m
looking forward to accomplishing
wonderful successes with them in
the year ahead.”

Last year, Senator Elizabeth
Dole announced the launch of a
National Coalition for military
caregivers at a White House event
hosted by First Lady Michelle
Obama and Dr. Jill Biden. Some of
the first members of the Coalition
have already established caregiver
support programs. The Foundation
also celebrated the establishment of

a Caregiver Caucus in Congress, led
by leading veterans’ advocates in
both the House and the Senate. The
Hidden Heroes Coalition Summit to
be held later this spring will provide a progress report of all the new
and expanded services developed
for caregivers in the last year and
where work still needs to be accomplished.

bill’s implications for four hours
before voting in favor of the bill,
reported The Texas Tribune. Multiple senators — mainly Democrats
— proposed amendments to the
bill, including calls for increased
training, additional licensing requirements, and background
checks. Most were declined.
State Sen. John Whitmire (DHouston) discussed the effects of
having guns on hand. He stated that
it is not only easier for the gun
owner to access his firearms, but
also other bystanders who may be
unstable and violent to do so.
Whitmore, who also chairs the
criminal justice committee, also
discussed the complications it provides to law enforcement: In the
event of a shoot-out where now
multiple people are firing weapons,
how will police identify the perpetrator?
Current Texas law states that gun
owners may carry concealed handguns with a permit, while open
carry applies to long guns such as
shotguns and rifles. The new law
would enable gun owners to carry
handguns visibly, in shoulder or belt
holsters.
In February, when a committee
approved the bill to be seen before
the State Senate, Sen. Joan
Huffman (R-Houston) said that the
purpose of the law is to enable citizens the right to openly carry if they
deem it necessary.
“We are talking about law-abiding citizens who want to exercise
their rights,” Huffman said to the
Western Journal.
“It’s a matter of letting people,
if they so choose, protect themselves in a legal way.”
I’m all for concealed carry and I
can’t wait until I turn 21 to get my
license, but I think open carry is
pointless and dangerous.

Executive Office
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Why President Obama dismisses legalized marijuana
President Obama advises young voters to think about climate change, the economy, jobs, war and peace — before legalizing marijuana.
By Husna Haq
Christian Science Monitor
President Barack Obama has a
message for young people: Care
more about the environment, the
economy, and foreign relations, and
less about pot.
That was in response to a question from Vice News founder Shane
Smith, who said marijuana legalization was the No. 1 question on readers’ minds. If the president’s administration legalized marijuana, for
young people, “it will be the biggest part of your legacy,” Mr. Smith
said.
“Young people, I understand this
is important to you,” Mr. Obama
said in the interview, which Vice
released Monday afternoon at 4:20,
alluding to the number 420, a popular reference to marijuana. “But you
should be thinking about climate
change, the economy, jobs, war and
peace. Maybe, way at the bottom,
you should be thinking about marijuana.”
That was among the many topics — including climate change, the
Islamic State, Iran, and partisan
gridlock in Washington — Obama
addressed in the wide-ranging interview with Vice.
On marijuana, Obama was measured, suggesting that even some
conservative Republicans recognize that the current policies don’t
make sense, and noted the ill effect
current drug laws have on the criminal justice system, which cracks
down on non-violent drug offenders, particularly in communities of
color.
In fact, according to a recent
study from the American Civil Liberties Union, blacks were nearly
four times as likely as whites to be
arrested on charges of marijuana
possession in 2010, even though
usage was about the same for both
groups. In Washington, D.C., Iowa,
Minnesota, and Illinois, blacks were
7.5 to 8.5 times more likely than
whites to be arrested for possessing pot, as the Huffington Post reported.
Some 51 percent of Americans
said they favor legalization of marijuana, according to a recent Gallup
survey. That’s part of a decade-long
trend in favor of legalization. In
2004, nearly two-thirds of Americans were against it.
Marijuana legalization is slowly
spreading: Medical marijuana is
now legal in 23 states and in Washington, D.C., and consuming recreational marijuana is now legal in
three states and Washington, D.C.
Oregon’s law legalizing recreational marijuana is set to take ef-

fect July 1. Marijuana consumption
remains illegal under federal law.
Obama, who has acknowledged
smoking pot in high school, has
maintained a measured approach on
the issue. He has said the drug
should be decriminalized, but not
made legal, and has called for
changing prison sentencing rules
for certain drug offenses.
Here are three other noteworthy
moments from Obama’s interview
with Vice:
On Republicans’ letter to
Iran’s Ayatollah Khamenei:
“I’m embarrassed for them,”
Obama said regarding the 47 Republican senators who signed a letter to Iran criticizing the president’s
nuclear deal proposal.
“For them to address a letter to
the Ayatollah, the supreme leader
of Iran who they claim is our mortal enemy, and their basic argument
to them is don’t deal with our president ... that’s close to unprecedented.”
On climate change:
Obama singled out Sen. Jim
Inhofe, (R) of Oklahoma, who famously threw a snowball on the
Senate floor to refute claims of global warming. Mr. Inhofe is now
chairman of the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee,
which Obama said is “disturbing.”
But he offered hope for the future, insisting that views on climate
change are generational.
“What keeps me optimistic is
you talk to Malia and Sasha, you
know, 16 and 13, and the sophistication and awareness that they have
about environmental issues compared to my generation or yours,
they’re way ahead of the game,”
Obama said, adding, “There’s always going to be resistance to
change. And some of that is going
to be generational. I guarantee you
that the Republican Party will have
to change its approach to climate
change because voters will insist
upon it.”
On Islamic State:
“ISIL is a direct outgrowth of Al
Qaeda in Iraq, that grew out of our
invasion, which is an example of
unintended consequences,” Obama
told Smith when asked about the
rise of the extremist force in Syria
and Iraq. “We should generally aim
before we shoot,” he said in an apparent dig at President George W.
Bush.
He also expressed concern for
the potential for future extremism
unless its root causes are addressed.
“I’m worried about how, even if
ISIL is defeated, the underlying
problem of disaffected Sunnis

Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
A group of community association board members from northern
and southern Nevada made their
way to the State Capitol last week
as part of FirstService Residential’s
Day at the Capitol. The agenda for
the day included attending hearing
sessions, meeting with legislators
and most importantly, having their
voices heard.
These community leaders, with
the support of FirstService Residential, the leading community management company in Nevada, gathered a detailed list of talking points
that were important to them and
their communities, prior to traveling to the Capitol. These talking
points covered pressing items including the super-priority lien, election process and seal bid procedure.
Upon arrival at the Capitol, the
participants toured the legislature
building grounds and were briefed
on the sessions for the day. They
had an array of choices on the hearings that they were invited to attend.
Most of the attendees had set private appointments with their legislative leaders prior to the trip and
were able to sit down with them to
voice their opinions on the talking
points, as well as other issues.
“I walked away from our appointments feeling very positive
about their future focus on our issues,” said Carol Confino, board
president for Ridgeview Village
Homeowners’ Association. “Because of this opportunity, I have
learned and grown volumes in my
knowledge of the process and I feel
that I can develop my own path to
go forward and keep in touch with
those who can help our fight.”
Without opportunities such as the
Day at the Capitol, important voices
from active community leaders like
Confino’s, may never be heard.
This is FirstService Residential’s

first time organizing this event and
with the overall success and positive feedback felt by the participants, they plan to return in 2017
with an even larger group. “Offering this event to board members
throughout Nevada was very important to us because we know how
these legislative issues impact them
on a daily basis,” said Steven
Parker, president of FirstService
Residential in Nevada. “This event,
as well as other value-added services that we offer, is a great example of how we at FirstService
Residential care about and continuously support our communities.”

FirstService residential supports
community association leaders
at the Nevada State Capitol

around the world... where a young
man who’s growing up has no education, has no prospects for the future, is looking around and the one
way he can get validation, power,
respect is if he’s a fighter,” Obama
said.
“That’s a problem we’re going
to have, generally. And we can’t
keep
thinking
about

counterterrorism and security as
entirely separate from diplomacy,
development, education.”
On the best and worst
parts of the job:
“This is a fun job,” Obama told
Smith. “Every day I wake up and I
get a bird’s eye view on what’s going on everywhere in the world.”
But he expressed frustration

with partisan gridlock, saying,
“You’ve got one side who are denying the facts, who are often motivated principally by opposing
whatever I propose,” he said, dismissing the behavior as a phase.
“That’s not inevitable to our democracy; that’s a phase the Republican
Party is going through right now,
and it’ll outgrow that phase.
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From The Desk

(Continued from Page 1)
level police supervisors (usually
military veterans) invoke their will
and demand that illegal orders be
obeyed without question, to their
subordinates, with the additional
threat of unwarranted discipline,
suspensions, career-ending false
evaluations, manufactured IAB
complaints, unlawful employment
terminations, and the threats to their
very lives.
The illegal orders coming down
from the police administration most
likely will be carried out by ex-military personnel, now being civilian
police, who are previously accustomed to blindly obeying such orders.
I personally initiated a 2011 Federal complaint against the LVMPD,
Sheriff Douglas Gillespie, et al, and
fourteen other police managers, and
directors (see Gordon Martines vs
LVMPD Sheriff Douglas Gillespie,
et al), for carrying out and supporting illegal and criminal activities for
the last decade, such as: racial discrimination, multiple murders, evidence-tampering, threats to life,
malfeasance, false arrests, document destruction, false testimony,
crime scene evidence-tampering,
false imprisonment, political corruption, extortion, disability fraud,
taxpayer theft, rape, drug trafficking, etc...
This Federal Complaint against
the LVMPD, Sheriff Douglas
Gillespie, et al, was submitted in
January of 2011 while I was on
medical leave for a minor heart attack eventually leading to three
heart surgeries. Federal Judge
George Foley Jr dismissed my complaint in March of 2014, citing it
was lacking in merit.
This dismissal was quite interesting in that in May of 2013, during an early evaluation of the complaint, Judge George Foley Jr. was
quoted as saying that my complaint
could conceivably blow the lid off
of the police department. It is apparent, in my opinion, that the fix
was in and the damage that would
have been done, would literally
have destroyed the infrastructure of
our local government.

Fortunately, my complaint is not
quite over with yet. FBI Special
Agent Joseph Dickey got wind of
my complaint and the legal depositions taken in June/July of 2013,
which brought out even more criminal activities committed by the
LVMPD, and requested that I send
the FBI copies of all of my depositions from me and my witnesses. It
should be noted that two of my witnesses perjured themselves during
sworn testimony; how unfortunate
for them — may their souls rest in
peace.
The information that I have supplied in this publication is all true.
I attempted to summarize the entire incident, which is actually very
complicated; it involves not only
several persons employed by the
LVMPD, but also the Clark County
District Attorney’s Office. The corruption is so entrenched in the police department that the majority of
honorable oath-keeping police officers is quickly being depleted, and
is being replaced by drones that will
obey orders from their superiors, no
matter the legality or constitutionality. This is not a good thing for us
or anybody else.
It is time for the sleepers
(sheeple) to wake up, stand up, and
hold these greedy lowlife crooks
accountable, and for them to face
Truth and Justice and to appreciate
the value of the life of a single human being.
IN GOD WE TRUST
*****
Gordon Martines is a former
LVMPD detective who has served
in many capacities over his 39-year
career in law enforcement. He was
a candidate for sheriff in 2002,
2006, 2010 and 2014, with the intention of bringing integrity and accountability back to the department,
and filed a federal lawsuit against
LVMPD in 2011. Martines has appeared on “Face The Tribune” radio show several times and is currently the host of “Open Mic” on
Tuesdays and Thursday at 11:00
a.m. He contributes his opinions
and ideas to the Las Vegas Tribune
to keep the public informed and
help improve policing in Las Vegas.

RadioTribune Lineup
Open Mic

Every Tuesday and Thursday at 11:00 a.m., Gordon Martines hosts
“Open Mic,” a popular RadioTribune.com show. The Anti-Corruption
Coalition of Nevada is the basis for and theme of “Open Mic.”
Gordon Martines was a career police officer with 39 years of on-thejob Law Enforcement experience. Past cases involving Kevin Daley,
Trayvon Cole and a variety of other covered-up criminal cases, and a
billion dollars worth of missing taxpayer money, are discussed in depth
and at length on the show.
Martines spent four years as police officer with the Hermosa Beach
Police Department before moving here and resuming his police career in
Las Vegas as a Detective in the Robbery/Homicide Bureau, retiring from
the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department after 36 years of police
service.
The amount of corruption and cover-ups by executive Police Administrative officers witnessed by Martines inside the department led to his
decision to contest the good ol’ boy’s club and run for Clark County Sheriff three times against what he knew were almost insurmountable odds.
“Open Mic” carries the voice the LVMPD does not want you to hear,
yet it is always there, every Tuesday and Thursday at 11:00 a.m. on
www.radiotribune.com. Tune in!
*****

Face The Tribune

Face the Tribune is heard every Monday through Friday at 12 noon,
hosted by Rolando Larraz.
For the last five years “Face The Tribune” has been the premier show
for interviews with politicians, civil service workers, government officials and activists, and a voice for those everyday citizens who needed to
air their legal grievances. The Las Vegas Tribune newspaper has been a
part of the Las Vegas community for over 18 years and is the only independent newspaper in Clark County.
“Face The Tribune” was established as a voice for the people of Las
Vegas and is the only news platform where judges, city councilmen, local
businessmen and women, as well as Mr. or Ms. Local Citizen, can voice
their opinions and share the issues that pertain to Las Vegas.
The show’s host, Rolando Larraz, has been a journalist in Clark County
for over 50 years. He has been a fixture in the community and a highly
respected publisher who has covered local news and events in Las Vegas
since the mid-’60s.
For stories and information not available anywhere else in Las Vegas,
tune into “Face The Tribune” Monday through Friday at 12:00 noon.

Tune in to
RadioTribune
www.RadioTribune.com
Call-In Line (702) 983-0711
Tune in and listen to those who will tell you
the truth, and nothing but the truth. You’ll
discover different personalities and hear
different opinions, but when it comes to the
facts, you’ll always get the truth from us!

Open Mic
with Gordon Martines

11:00 a.m.
Tuesday and
Thursdays
on
RadioTribune.com

Face the
TRIBUNE

‘Face the Tribune’ is hosted
by Rolando Larraz
Monday thru Friday
at 12 noon
on www.RadioTribune.com
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A government big enough to give you everything you want, is strong enough to take everything you have. — Thomas Jefferson

Our Point of View

New beginnings may
bring us new hope

Spring is on the wing, and we can feel it in the air!
Spring is not just about all those days between March
20 and June 21, Spring is a whole season of rebirth that
we can see and feel, a season during which we celebrate
everything that grows, from grass to flowers to trees, from
babies to animals to love... and everything in between.
Sometimes we have to take a break from the harsh realities of the news bringing us all the horrors of each new
day’s worth of what is going on in and around the world.
It can be hard to escape if we never turn off the TV or
switch to a channel not reporting what we wish we didn’t
have to hear.
Fortunately, Spring is filled with days that we in this
country have chosen to set aside or just acknowledge to
focus on something that could be considered uplifting,
even if its very purpose in coming to our attention was
for its more serious side.
Although March has no particular holidays once Spring
(March 20) has sprung — unless you include Doctors’
Day, celebrated on March 30 — April picks right up with
April Fools Day (Practical Jokes Day) to offer its light
touch and a smile to those who get caught up in it. The
original Earth Day, first celebrated on March 21 (1970)
because it is based on the precise moment of the Spring
Equinox, has given way to the more widely celebrated
International Earth Day, celebrated on April 22. Some
also recognize Administrative Professionals Day on April
22, acknowledging all those in the workplace who may
otherwise feel invisible during their normal workaday
week. Income Tax Day, April 15 (originally on March
15), which can turn one’s smile into a frown, allows
people to commiserate with each other about how they
owe so very much, and how unfair it all is, and yet somehow they prefer to continue living in this country and
paying those taxes — even while complaining about them
— to moving away. And then there’s Arbor Day, the last
Friday in April, which honors the planting and growing
of trees. And for those who remember our third president, we have Thomas Jefferson’s birthday on April 13
(1743).
May starts out with Law Day and Loyalty Day, always
on the 1st of the month. No one seems to link them together, but if anyone has a really loyal lawyer, wouldn’t
that be a good day on which to tell him or her? And Cinco
de Mayo has become very popular on the 5th of May, of
course. This year we also have National Teachers Day
on the 5th, then Nurses Day on the 6th, and the really big
one, Mother’s Day, on the 10th of May. We all had a
mother, even if we didn’t get to know her or don’t have
her with us any longer; and we all know at least one
mother, I’m sure. Celebrate the joy of motherhood with
some mother somewhere.
There are many “movable” religious holidays in Spring,
from Palm Sunday, Passover, and the National Day of
Prayer, to Good Friday, Easter Sunday and Ascension
Day, 40 days after Easter. These holidays commemorate
the sufferings, death and glorious resurrection of Jesus,
and both the day God gave the Torah to the entire nation
of Israel — on Shavuot, so many days after Passover,
celebrating their freedom from bondage. Yom HaShoah
(Holocaust Remembrance Day) stays put on April 15,
and although most of Ramadan falls in summer, it starts
on the 18th of June this year, still in Spring. This annual
observance of fasting is regarded as one of the Five Pillars of Islam. The month lasts 29–30 days, based on the
visual sightings of the crescent moon, according to numerous biographical accounts compiled in the hadiths,
and it is for purification purposes.
There are also many patriotic or more somber days to
take note of during Spring: There is VE (Victory in Europe) Day, still commemorated on May 8, Peace Officers Memorial Day, which came into being under President Kennedy, on May 15; Armed Forces Day, this year
on May 16; National Maritime Day on May 22; and Memorial Day on May 25 — always the last Monday in
May.
D-Day is barely remembered these days, but that is
still on the actual day, June 6 (1944). And finishing up
the days of note in Spring brings us up to Flag Day, on
June 14.
So whether we prefer somber, silly or serious, Spring
has it all. We need to remember the past to not repeat our
mistakes, keep true to our religious traditions if we feel
so inclined, learn from others as we acknowledge the days
that matter to them, and look for new hope in the days to
come as we begin another new season of rebirth and
Spring!

And you thought your vote counted?

By Thomas Mitchell
HHS division grows by 28.5 percent
“Elections have consequences...”
under the governor’s budget to $9.6
President Obama likes to tell Repubbillion, probably due mostly to exlicans, especially after he just won
panded Medicaid under ObamaCare.
one.
Education spending increases by
But not in Nevada. Not any more.
15.8 percent under the governor’s
The voters of Nevada swept into
budget.
office a majority of Republicans in
Meanwhile, Nevada’s Departboth the Assembly and state Senate,
ment of Employment, Training and
as well as all constitutional statewide
Rehabilitation reported that weekly
offices — many of whom pledged
wages in Nevada increased half a
to not raise taxes. Instead, the Repercent in a year, while inflation for
publican governor has proposed the
all of 2014 was 1.6 percent, meanbiggest tax hike in history — $1.3
ing taxpayers lost ground — before
THOMAS MITCHELL
billion — for the $7.3 billion gentaxes.
eral fund. It appears a majority of those Senate and
Two of Gov. Sandoval’s proposals were specifically
Assembly Republicans will meekly go along with him. rejected by the voters in November — a tax on gross
Raising taxes will require a two-thirds vote in both receipts and increasing the tax on mining.
houses of the Legislature, but there does not appear to
Despite this, Sandoval proposes a business license
be enough votes to stop it.
fee based on, you guessed it, gross receipts. He also
To add literal insult to injury, several Republicans proposes increasing the modified business tax on minare ridiculing anyone who dares suggest anything even ing from 1.17 percent of payroll to 2 percent. Voters
slightly less draconian than the governor’s plan.
rejected the gross receipts tax by four to one, and one
When Republican Treasurer Dan Schwartz sug- the loudest opponents was Brian Edward Sandoval.
gested the state could get by with raising the general
The governor also advocates making permanent a
fund budget only 4.6 percent instead of the 12.3 per- package of temporary taxes that were supposed to suncent proposed by Gov. Brian Sandoval, Senate Ma- set in 2011. Despite promises to the voters by the govjority Leader Michael Roberson barked at Schwartz, ernor to allow those taxes to sunset, he extended them
“I’m in shock and dismay that you would be here to- in 2011 and 2013 and now says they should be permaday proposing this. I’m embarrassed for you, sir.”
nent, sucking nearly $600 million out of the taxpayers
Sandoval’s Chief of Staff Mike Willden, who has over the next two years.
had his snout in the public trough for 40 years, inLawmakers now have passed and the governor has
cluding several as head of the state Department of signed a bill that rolls over school bonds for 10 years
Health and Human Services, said to Schwartz that he beyond what the voters approved, meaning property
was “insulted” by his criticism of the budget.
taxes will not decrease as they would otherwise.
The governor himself sniffed to a Las Vegas teleAccording to Nevada Policy Research Institute, this
vision reporter, “As I said, I’d invite anybody to make will cost taxpayers as much as an additional $4 billion
their presentation, but again, it’s gotta be thoughtful.” in higher property taxes, especially in Clark and
Actually, total state spending under Sandoval’s Washoe counties, where voters have in recent years
budget — which includes transportation expenditures rejected school bond issues at the ballot box.
and other special budgets — increases 16.5 percent,
A compromise proposal to extend the school bond(See Mitchell, Page 12)
from $20.17 billion to $23.5 billion. Willden’s former

ON A PERSONAL NOTE

Are we sending out the message
that crime really does pay?

By Maramis
What’s additionally infuriating
Sometimes we just can’t help
neighbors is that this lovely 4-bedpausing in our day to wonder how
room house complete with a pool,
the heck such or such a situation
located in the city of Fairfield, close
could possibly come to be.
to California Wine Country, has been
Taken right from the pages of our
chosen to house sex-offender
recent news of the day, a convicted
Fraisure Smith upon his release. And
and high-risk sexual predator and
to add to the indignity of it all, the
rapist is about to be released and sent
$3,200-a-month rent will be paid for
to live among women, students and
by the California taxpayers, giving
children in a peaceful family comhim that rent-free paradise as his “remunity. He has not yet been released,
ward.”
but even his current facility has been
“According to court documents,
MARAMIS CHOUFANI
created with softening detail not
Smith plead no contest to sexual batlikely found in other facilities constructed to house tery of a 17-year-old girl back in 2006, as well as three
those who must be removed from polite society for other convictions dealing with rape or intent to rape.
In 2012, Smith was granted a conditional release.
similar reasons.
“Liberty Healthcare, the company that found the
Inside Edition’s website states, “Fraisure Smith was
convicted of rape and is currently locked up at home for Smith, says they looked at 1,200 other housing possibilities for the convicted felon before settling
Coalinga State Hospital.
“This controversial facility has tree-lined jogging on this one,” one account of this incident stated.
One wonders what factors went into the decisionpaths and a spacious mall.
“It’s where sex offenders who have already done making process to so grant this home to Mr. Smith
their time are sent because they are deemed to likely under his particular circumstances. One can only hope
attack again. Most are never allowed to leave. But, and pray that no one else will have to suffer for this
amazingly difficult-to-understand decision on the care
Fraisure Smith is set to be released within weeks...”
His release is not the real problem; if he’s done his and housing of Mr. Fraisure Smith.
To be (sovereign) or not to be:
time and there is no legitimate reason to hold him any
that is the question
longer, he must be set free. What seems to really bother
I received an email today about sovereignty. Why
people is that this non-disputed and convicted highrisk rapist and sexual predator is getting ready to be do people seem to want to fight to the “death” to
released and to move into a rural family neighbor- achieve it and keep it?
As many of us know, William Shakespeare wrote
hood — a neighborhood filled with concerned women
the famous “To be or not to be” soliloquy for Hamlet,
and parents, and located near a college campus.
The neighborhood has been described as a “beau- a character in one of his plays by the same name —
tiful, tree-lined street where dozens of children live is and within that question, he was pondering whether it
a California paradise with peacocks strolling about,” would be better (nobler) for all dejected souls to live
yet it is still the location where state authorities have miserably or to end one’s sorrows with “a single
decided to house that high-risk convicted rapist named stroke.”
(See Maramis, Page 13)
Fraisure Smith.
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Time to End 40-Year
Ban on U.S. Oil Exports

tinue to import some
By Chuck Muth
heavy crude, which also
Nothing succeeds like
means we’re producing a
success. Unless, of course,
surplus of light crude.
you’re the Obama adminThe solution, of
istration.
course, is to repeal the
The success of hydrauban on the export of
lic
fracturing
—
America’s light crude oil
“fracking” — for the purwhich, as Loveless expose of oil production in
plains, was “enacted by
the U.S. has been nothing
Congress in response to
short of spectacular. Oil is
the Arab oil embargo,
flowing as freely as 99supply shortages and
cent margaritas at Stations
gasoline lines” from four
CHUCK MUTH
Casinos. And, believe it or
not, after decades of dependence on foreign decades ago.
oil, that is causing a huge problem.
“There would be major benefits from
“Oil is overflowing U.S. storage facili- crude oil exports,” maintains Ryan Lance,
ties partly because of the 40-year-old ex- CEO of ConocoPhillips. “In the world
port ban,” explained Holman Jenkins in a market, light oil sells for more than heavy
recent Wall Street Journal column. “The oil. So the U.S. would gain by exporting
wave of bankruptcies and layoffs that many our surplus light oil, and then importing the
have predicted for the U.S. energy sector less expensive heavy oil that our refineries
may finally be coming, but less because of are built to handle.”
the distressed price of oil than because proOne of those major benefits would be
ducers will have to stop producing if they cheaper gas prices at the pumps, a gift from
have nowhere to send their output.”
the heavens for motorists who also happen
That’s right. After years of sky-high to be voters. Hello?
prices and American motorists being held
“The law banning crude oil exports prehostage by Middle East oil barons, U.S. vents crude oil producers in the U.S. from
energy companies are unable, by law, to participating in free trade of a commodity
export oil which would raise tax revenue that is traded worldwide,” declares Alex
without raising taxes and lower unemploy- Mills of the Texas Alliance of Energy Proment without lowering wages.
ducers. “It should be lifted or we will likely
Indeed, as Bill Loveless reports in USA see the oversupply of crude oil continue to
Today, the U.S. has reduced its oil imports grow and drive prices below costs for a
from 60 percent to 27 percent since 2005, large number of producers.”
and two-thirds of what we still import
“Prices below costs” sounds good on the
comes from our neighbors and friendly part- surface. But in reality this means the businers, Canada and Mexico. That’s a good ness is losing money. And businesses that
thing.
lose money go out of business which means
But as Loveless explains, without get- those businesses no longer generate tax revting too technical, what the U.S. is produc- enue and no longer employ workers who
ing today is “light sweet” crude while many then start costing taxpayers money instead
of our refineries in the Gulf Coast are set of paying taxes.
up to refine “heavy sour” crude, like that
Indeed, Meagan Parris of Chem.info
produced by Mexico and Venezuela. That reports that “According to an estimate by
means it’s necessary for the U.S. to con(See Chuck Muth, Page 12)

Take Your Leader Down
From The Pedestal

By Doug Dickerson
like you, your leader is not
Contrary to what you
perfect and makes mismay think, good executives
takes. Instead of being
don’t want to be woroverly critical perhaps
shipped. — Howard Behar
you can be a little more
Everyone has leaders
forgiving. So long as you
they respect and admire. I
idolize your leader beknow I do. Along my jourcause of their position and
ney I’ve been privileged to
not as a person then you
meet some rather interestfail to see what is most
ing people. Included on the
important to them. At the
list are four U.S. Presidents
end of the day they’d
and other political figures,
rather not be above you,
famous athletes, actors,
they would prefer to be
musicians, and authors.
DOUG DICKERSON
beside you.
Some had large egos while others came
Welcome authenticity
across as more grounded and down to earth.
Once you take your leader(s) down from
While the trajectory of each person’s ca- the pedestal then authenticity and transparreer path took them to differing places of ency can begin. So long as you look at your
fame and work they each embraced their leader through rose-colored glasses then it’s
talents and made the most of it.
hard to move forward in a meaningful way.
Within your business or organization are Open and honest working relationships inleaders who are striving to make a differ- clude the good, the bad, and the ugly. It’s a
ence. Some may be succeeding on a grand natural by-product of being human. What
scale while others are struggling to find makes you an adult is the way you work
their way. So what can you do to help your through the difficult times and come out
leader, and yourself, in the process? One of on the other side with something to celthe first things I’d suggest you do is this: ebrate. An authentic leader will respect you
take your leader down his or her pedestal. more if you idolize them less.
Here’s why.
Build community
It’s all about perspective. Let’s examine
Once you embrace the humanity of your
this from your leader’s perspective. If you leader(s) and welcome authenticity then
are worshipping your leader then he or she building community is the reward. Most
has two primary concerns they wrestle with, leaders want to build a team of committed
(1) your motives and (2) your loyalty. If you and like-minded people who share the same
are worshipping your leader and are always vision and will work passionately to get
kissing-up to them they will always won- there. So long as your leader is on a pedesder why. In addition, they tie your loyalty tal being idolized, or in a worse-case sceto their tenure and not much more.
nario — feared, then community will sufNow let’s examine things from a differ- fer. Your collective strengths and weakent perspective and look inward. So long nesses form a powerful combination of all
as you keep your leader on a pedestal you the skills you need to do great things. But
will have two primary conflicts to wrestle it won’t happen until shoulder to shoulder
with, (1) freely speaking the truth out of you are working together in community as
fear of repercussion, and (2) the appearance a team.
of misplaced priorities. Each struggle has
Taking your leader down from the pedramifications and if they are holding you estal is not about abolishing lines of auback then your pedestal is your greatest thority or diminishing your respect. Ultiobstacle moving forward.
mately, it’s about how to move out of an
When you take your leader(s) down “idol” status with your leader to something
from the pedestal it opens up a whole new more beneficial.
realm of possibilities. Here’s how you can
What do you say?
do it and why it matters.
*****
Embrace their humanity
Doug Dickerson is a syndicated columWhat most leaders want you to know is nist. He writes a weekly column for this
that they are surprisingly human. They have newspaper. To contact Doug Dickerson,
the same struggles, concerns, hopes and email
him
at
ddickerson@
dreams as everyone else in the office. Just lasvegastribune.com.

How the mighty have fallen!

By Mace Yampolsky
board to raise larger issues
The embattled police
of rampant discriminatory
chief of Ferguson, the fopolicing and judicial accus of bitter complaints of
tions.
racial discrimination
Last year, after the Miswithin his department that
souri State Police took
turned into national procharge of the city’s polictests after one of his white
ing during the sometimes
officers fatally shot an unviolent demonstrations,
armed black teenager last
and calm returned briefly
August, has stepped
to the city’s streets, [a
down. His resignation will
video] appeared to show
be effective March 19,
Mr. Brown robbing a conMACE YAMPOLSKY
2015 and the job will be
venience store shortly befilled temporarily while a search is con- fore he was killed. That revelation reignited
ducted for a replacement.
tensions, and new clashes between police
The chief, Thomas Jackson, who took and protesters ended with clouds of tearover the FPD five years ago, becomes the gas.
latest high-ranking city official to fall in the
About a month and a half after the shootwake of a scathing Justice Department re- ing, Chief Jackson tried to calm tensions
port that accused the city of using its mu- when he released a videotaped apology to
nicipal court and police force as Mr. Brown’s family. That is like putting a
moneymaking tools that routinely violated band-aid over a life-threatening wound. He
constitutional rights and disproportionately attempted to join demonstrators in the
targeted blacks. The municipal judge and streets, but only worsened tensions. “Sorry”
city manager, as well as the top court clerk just doesn’t cut it! In the months following
and two police supervisors, have stepped Mr. Brown’s death, local and federal offidown in the wake of the DOJ report. Chief cials tried to get Jackson to step aside, but
Jackson will receive his severance pay and he staunchly refused until now.
health insurance for a year. Must be nice.
The chief’s reputation was dealt another
So he screwed up and was responsible for blow in DOJ’s report, which said that Jackracial discrimination that eventually led to son sought to meet revenue goals through
shooting an unarmed man, but he gets his increased ticketing. Data cited in the report
severance pay and health insurance for a said that black motorists and pedestrians
year! I wonder what he would have received received a disproportionately high number
if he performed well... a Cadillac?
of those tickets.
Should the FPD be dissolved? Four of
“City and police leadership pressure
Ferguson’s 54 police officers are black. officers to write citations, independent of
Ferguson officials must still decide whether any public safety need, and rely on citathey will reach a settlement with DOJ or tion productivity to fund the City budget,”
go to court to challenge some of the reforms the report said. The Justice Department also
that federal officials have requested be said that Officer Wilson broke no federal
made to the police department and munici- crimes in the shooting.
pal court.
In an email from March 2010, the year
Since the shooting, Jackson has been Chief Jackson took his post, Jeffrey Blume,
under intense scrutiny. He said in the early the city’s finance director, wrote to the chief
days of unrest that he felt his department that “unless ticket writing ramps up signifihad a good relationship with the commu- cantly before the end of the year, it will be
(See Mace, Page 11)
nity. But many used the killing as a spring-

BEHIND THE MIKE

I Know Nothing!

By Michael A. Aun
said “Far better it is to have
On behalf of men evdared mighty things, to win
erywhere, denial is the best
glorious triumphs, even
defense against all forms
though checkered by failof female intimidation.
ure... than to take rank with
Let’s face it guys, the
those poor spirits who neiwomen in our lives are
ther enjoy much nor suffer
generally right and we’re
much... for they live in a
generally wrong.
gray twilight that knows
Why lose the dividend
not victory nor defeat.”
and the investment? I
The theory of denial was
adopted the philosophy
first researched by Anna
years ago: “Be wrong in
Freud. She classified denial
order that she may be
as the mechanism of the
MICHAEL A. AUN
right,” (notwithstanding the fact that she’s immature mind because it conflicts with the
generally right anyway).
ability to learn from and cope with reality.
My wife tells me I could never be a spy
Many contemporary psychoanalysts
because I leave evidence of everything I did treat denial as the first stage of a coping
in my wake. Denial is my favorite defense cycle. When unwelcome change occurs,
mechanism. Mark Twain observed that it’s like the trauma of death, denial often kicks
not just a river in Egypt.
in. I have been in the life insurance busiIf you’re unable to admit the truth or deal ness for over four decades, and I’ve seen
with reality, denial actually seems to work. denial on its greatest display when someIt’s a favorite for drug addicts who are of- one loses a loved one.
ten looking for an excuse.
Left metaphorically upon the back
I understand addiction because I was burner or put away in a cupboard, the proaddicted to food. The problem is... you have cess of sublimation takes over, never quite
to eat. You can’t simply “give it up” like forgetting or remembering the trauma.
one would drugs or alcohol.
My favorite exercise is to deny denial
Denial seems to function well as a pro- with my wife. She quotes my grandbaby
tective shield for the ego for the individual Ashley: “We know all your tricks!” Sadly,
who cannot cope with issues that plague us the deadliest form of denial is delay, which
in life. My wife could have overwhelming is why I never put off denying anything
evidence that I have committed one of my until tomorrow that I can deny today.
many assorted sins of neglect, and still I
I don’t really think I’m that much into
seek refuge in denial. Go figure.
denial about my many sins of neglect; I’m
Denial can involve flat out rejection of very selective about the reality I select, althe existence of facts, allowing those of us most like Bill Clinton did with Monica.
who are guilty to minimize the importance
Standup comedian Caroline Rhea once
of such evidence. Addiction is one of the joked about being in denial about being in
most common examples of denial, thus the therapy. “I’ve just convinced myself there’s
addictive behavior becomes even more a friend that I see once a week. I lend this
problematic.
friend $90.00 and she never pays me back.”
Most of us men would rather deny the
So the bottom line for me is to deny!
truth than face it for fear of defeat. Defeat Deny! Deny! Deny! My defense is simple.
is for the valiant soul, and while defeat is To quote the singer Jimmy Buffet: “That’s
part of life, only those who have lost can my story and I’m sticking to it.”
appreciate the joy of winning. Since I have
Since my grandbabies and my wife have
experienced an abundance of defeat in my all my schemes all figured out, it’s apparlife I can really appreciate the thrill of vic- ent that I’m not too successful with these
tory, which comes my way so rarely.
methods to my madness.
The folks who have never been defeated
I like quoting the German prison camp
are generally the ones who never risked a buffoon Sgt. Schultz of Hogan’s Heroes:
thing in their lives. They have managed to “I know nothing!
avoid the scars, the humiliation and the feelMichael Aun is a syndicated columnist
ing of helplessness that comes with taking and writes a weekly column for this newsit on the chin.
paper. To contact Michael Aun, email him
Theodore Roosevelt put it best when he at maun@lasvegastribune.com.
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Mysteries of American Policing
By Norman Jahn
One of the biggest mysteries in
American policing is the role of the
police chief and the leadership of
police agencies. Chief Thomas
Jackson (Ferguson, Missouri) just
resigned, but will receive $96,000
and other benefits. He was NOT
hired, trained, supervised, or promoted by the FPD; he WAS hired
as an outside chief about five years
ago.
He was NOT responsible for
creating the culture of the Ferguson
(or other area) police departments.
He was NOT responsible for the allegations of oppression that some
residents reported and blamed on
the police when they saw the opportunity to do so. He did NOT
make any of the decisions that led
up to the justifiable use of deadly
force by Officer Darren Wilson. He
did NOT shoot Michael Brown.
He did promise to do what was
best for his city and the best thing
he could do was to resign. His resignation will NOT cure the actual
problems and certainly won’t fix
the false claims or bring forward
the protesters’ agenda for social
change.
So why is criticism of the
‘Ferguson officials’ capturing such
media attraction but not last week’s
death of a 5-year-old boy (in St.
Louis) who died in a gun battle as
his family was driving away from
a park north of St. Louis? Where is
President Obama, Eric Holder, and

Mace

NORMAN JAHN
the DOJ in addressing the casualty
fields in cities like St. Louis, Chicago, and Milwaukee?
That child’s father, who was
driving the minivan, returned fire
before driving drove off, and two
other occupants in the father’s vehicle were in stable condition after
they also were wounded in the
shooting. One child dead, two more
shot, and bullets flying in the St.
Louis area but the protesters were
not seen dodging bullets or dealing with the violence — this is
NOT on their agenda.
Here is a reality of police reform. All police chiefs are not created equal. Neither are sheriffs. The
Clark County Sheriff might not
even get invited for an interview in
cities that actually look at a broad
range of credentials — including
higher education, administrative

(Continued from Page 10)
hard to significantly raise collections next year. What
are your thoughts?” according to the report.
The chief responded that fines would increase once
the city hired more officers and that he was considering a different shift schedule that would put more officers on the street to increase traffic enforcement. The
following year, when Jackson reported to John Shaw,
then the city manager, that court revenue for February 2011 was more than $179,000, the highest monthly
total in four years, Mr. Shaw responded in an email,
“Wonderful!” the DOJ report said. But then another
one bites the dust.
DOJ’s report blamed Shaw for overseeing the financially driven policies that led to widespread discrimination and questionable conduct by the police
and the courts here, and he has agreed to resign. The
announcement came during a City Council meeting
on Tuesday March 10, 2015, about a week after the
scathing Justice Department report was released.
“The manager, John Shaw, 39, had held the post
since 2007. As Ferguson’s chief executive, he was the
city’s most powerful official. But then the empire
crumbled. Mr. Shaw, who has not spoken publicly
since the report was issued, offered a staunch defense
in a page-long letter to the community that city officials distributed during the Council meeting.

experience and, in some places,
even paper and pencil testing.
I was an ‘outside’ chief in Wisconsin, hired in 1997. The members
of the new chiefs ‘Class of 1997’
all had high hopes to professionalize their departments. We all lasted
a relatively short period of time. We
made the ‘news’ and basically hit
the road because we didn’t have the
individual power or consensus and
support from city officials to fix
WHAT NEEDED FIXING. It is sad
to think how little progress has been
made by far too many departments.
The ‘boys’ (in blue) will be boys
and will often resist change. Unions
also help derail change and intimidate local government officials.
When you get right down to it, the
high school star athlete that became
a hometown police officer carries
more clout with the ‘locals’ than a
professional police chief who had
earned the job through extensive
education and experience. You
change what they let you change.
So, if a police chief set on changing an organization’s culture and establishing a set of expectations requiring professionalism and basic
respect for citizens and their welfare regularly can’t get the job done,
then what is it going to take? Certainly, Thomas Jackson’s replacement will find it impossible to repair the damage done over many
years by officers who have been
yelling, “Get the F*** out of the
street” as part of their routine. Ag-

“And while I certainly respect the work that the
D.O.J. recently performed in their investigation and
report on the City of Ferguson, I must state clearly that
my office has never instructed the Police Department
to target African-Americans, nor falsify charges to administer fines, nor heap abuses on the backs of the
poor,” (As Nixon said, ‘I am not a crook!’) he wrote.
“Any inferences of that kind from the report are simply false.” Right, But he’ll step down anyway.
Once the DOJ report came out, the city fired its
Municipal Court clerk for having sent racist emails that
were outlined in the report; two police supervisors later
resigned for also having sent racist emails. A few days
later, the municipal judge, Ronald J. Brockmeyer, resigned as the state moved all of Ferguson’s cases to a
state appellate judge. And on Tuesday, March 10, 2015,
the City Council voted 7-0 in favor of a “mutual separation” with Mr. Shaw, who as manager was the city’s
chief executive for eight years.
Well, I had hoped that the architect of the internally
driven, discriminatory and morally reprehensible policies would be removed. It’s about time!
Mace J. Yampolsky is a Board Certified Criminal
Law Specialist, 625 South Sixth St., Las Vegas, NV
89101; He can be reached at: Phone 702-385-9777 or
fax 702-385-300. His website is located at:
www.macelaw.com.

Chief of Police, Thomas Jackson,
of Ferguson, Missouri, has just
resigned, but will receive $96,000
and other benefits.
gressive cops gravitate to departments that portray themselves as
‘take charge’ and ‘in your face,’ like
the LVMPD. The scenes on TV
(COPS and Vegas Strip) would result in discipline in many departments — but not for “Hollywood”
T.J. and those videotaped
takedowns. Why don’t we ever find
out if Metro considered them to be
justified?
When change is mandated by the
Department of Justice (or a local
newspaper), it is easier and takes
less courage and conviction. Consider how many former Metro supervisors and command personnel
only voiced their opinions AFTER
they retired. American policing
mystery #1 is how police are managed and led.
The public can’t push for change
if the desperate need for improvement is not known. Just what do
voters (or many elected officials)
really know about police leadership? Who would Las Vegas hire
from the best and brightest in the
U.S.? Could Metro ever bring in
someone like NYPD Commissioner
Bill Bratton (who has a resume of
leadership from coast to coast)? If
not, then nothing is going to happen quickly and many officers just
decide to set up camp and outlast
the latest ‘flavor’ as police chief.
The public won’t see change
when one million dollars buys the

position of sheriff in some very
large city like Las Vegas. An elected
county sheriff may have worked in
slower times and smaller counties,
but the intense competition, individual traits, and excellence
‘against any standard’ won’t ever be
produced under some of our existing systems.
Maybe Langley Productions can
do policing a favor and focus on police leadership (Leadership in Blue)
— the trials, tribulations, sacrifices
(including lost jobs) that so many
police executives have endured as
they have tried to find better ways
to protect and serve the
COMMUNTY — not the status
quo!
Sheriff Lombardo recently
spoke on ethical policing; he noted,
“community-oriented policing is
the future of law enforcement.”
(News flash — Metro was doing
this 20 years ago, with community
outreach at Gerson Park-Sherman
Gardens, the Neighborhood Police
Team and LSP Teams.) He also
said, “We had a terrible problem
with use of force... We didn’t really show that accountability when
it was involving officer use of
force.” So at what point in his career did he decide to admit this? The
day after the election? Lombardo
also discussed such things as transparency, diversity and mental
health. Lombardo’s conclusions
after the DOJ and RJ exposed
Metro: “We have become a better
police department... the public is
holding us to task.”
So where is the hotel video from
the Saul Villegas shooting at the
Excalibur,Joe-Lo? WORDS ARE
CHEAP!
*****
Norm Jahn is a former LVMPD
lieutenant, who has also served as
a police chief in Shawano, Wisconsin, and has nearly 25 years of police experience. Jahn now contributes his opinions and ideas to help
improve policing in general, and in
Las Vegas in particular, through his
weekly column in the Las Vegas
Tribune.
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Mitchell

(Continued from Page 9)
ing for only two years and put the matter on the ballot in 2016 never
got any traction.
To further add insult to voter injury, Sandoval has even proposed
that local school boards be appointed and not elected.
“Based on recent events, I have concluded that local school boards
should be appointed, not elected,” the duly elected governor said in
his State of the State speech. “Although well intended, some of these
boards have become disconnected from their communities. I will therefore support legislation to provide for the appointment of members of
local school boards.”
As a poke in the eye of the duly elected Washoe County school
trustees, Sandoval then announced that he was naming the superintendent they had just fired to be Superintendent in Residence with the
Nevada Department of Education.
And you thought your vote counted. Democracy in Nevada was a
nice experiment while it lasted.
*****
Thomas Mitchell is a former newspaper editor who now writes conservative/libertarian columns for weekly papers in central Nevada.

Chuck Muth

(Continued from Page 10)
the Federal Reserve Bank in Dallas, Texas alone could lose 140,000
jobs in the next year as the slowdown in oil production impacts the
state’s entire economy.”
The export ban maybe made
sense in the 1970s. No longer so.
It’s time for President Obama to
push for its repeal. It’s what’s best
for business and it’s what’s best for
America.
*****
LOOK OUT TAXPAYERS,
HERE COME THE
REPUBLICANS!
It wasn’t supposed to be like
this.
When Republicans won the
Governor’s office, as well as control of the State Senate and the State
Assembly last November, Nevada
taxpayers were supposed to be safe.
At least for this one session.
Indeed, for this one session —
the first time the GOP has held all
three lawmaking arms in 86 long
years — you’d think the biennial
rite of taxpayer pick-pocketing
would at least be temporarily suspended and Republicans would get
down to the hard but essential work
of cutting non-essential spending.
Alas, Republicans never blow
an opportunity to blow an opportunity.
In just the first month of the
2015 legislative session, Republicans have already voted four separate times in favor of a tax hike —
and they’re just getting warmed up.
Grab your wallets and head for the
hills!
Republicans in the Senate voted
unanimously to bypass the people
who originally voted for 10-year
property tax hikes for schools and
automatically extend those tax
hikes for an additional 10 years
(SB119). This tax hike would transfer billions from homeowners’
pockets to the government.
Republicans initially sweetened
this bitter tax hike with a provision
banning the cost-inflating union
welfare program known as “prevailing wage” for school construction projects. As such, the bill

passed with no Democrat votes.
However, some conservative
Republicans in the Assembly opposed this massive tax hike even
with the spoonful of prevailing
wage sugar added. So the GOP-led
Senate introduced a new “emergency” bill (SB207) which kept the
tax hike but removed the prevailing wage prohibition.
The new “clean” tax hike bill
also passed, picking up the ten
Democrats in the Senate but losing
four of the eleven Republicans.
With the prevailing wage provision removed, the stripped down
tax hike easily picked up all seventeen Democrats in the Assembly, as
well as, unbelievably, ten Republicans, including two — Speaker
John Hambrick and Assemblywoman Victoria Seaman — who
signed the Taxpayer Protection
Pledge promising their constituents
they would “oppose and vote
against any and all efforts to increase taxes.”
Then, just days after sticking it
to property owners, Republicans in
the Assembly stuck it to hunters —
one of their most loyal constituencies — by doubling the tax on elk
hunting “tags.” Only two Republicans — Assemblywoman Shelly
Shelton and Assemblyman John
Moore — voted against the Elk Tax
(Assemblywoman Michele Fiore
was absent, but would have voted
“no”), which now moves to the
GOP-controlled Senate where it
will surely pass and be signed by
the governor.
So after just four weeks of being back in charge after being out
in the legislative wilderness for so
many decades, the uncontrolled taxand-spend urges traditionally exhibited by Democrats in the past are
really not much different from the
tax-and-spend urges now being exhibited by Republicans.
The GOP never blows an opportunity to blow an opportunity.
Chuck Muth is president of Citizen Outreach, a non-profit public
policy grassroots advocacy organization. He may be reached by email
at cmuth@lasvegastribune.com.

lasvegasprintingcenter@gmail.com

GUEST COMMENTARY

Questioning the
Second Amendment

By Kenneth Roberts
I have a few questions for those who, including some members of the
Supreme Court, honestly believe that the Second Amendment was written (10 years after the end of the Revolutionary War) to give the people
the right to own and carry guns in our neighborhoods, at public events,
and in public places.
1. Why, if the writers wanted to mean “own,” do they use the word
“keep” in the amendment?
2. And why the word “arms” if they meant “guns” — are grenades and
flame-throwers okay too?
3. And why the word “bear” if they meant “carry”?
4. And why the words “bear arms,” which, when together, followed
by “against,” means “wage war on.”
5. And since when did the people need a special amendment to give
them a right to bear arms and risk their lives in battle?
6. And why did they put the word “infringe” at the very end, which
means “to break or ignore the terms or obligations of (an oath, agreement, law, or the like), to disregard, or violate,” unless they expected
some future organization or court to ignore or disregard the first 13 words
of the amendment, which includes the militia?
7. And the big question: Why was the Second Amendment written
[as] if to give the people the right to own guns when they have always
had that unwritten right from colonial days to the present because there
has never been a law written that would deny the people of that right?
The Second Amendment, I believe, was not written to give a right to
people or the militia; it was to give the people who volunteered to join
the militia the right to keep, at home, the guns that, in the future, would
be issued to them (G.I. or government issue), [so that they would] no
longer have to depend on volunteers who already owned guns to maintain a level of manpower needed to protect the rights won by the recent
revolution. That was the first and only time that the government issued
guns that could be kept, at home, between actions by members of our
armed forces.
I want the Second Amendment repealed, as being worthless, since the
militias no longer exist. We have the National Guard, in every state, wellfunded and still made up of volunteers. Let’s get a handle on the proliferation of guns in our society, starting by repealing the Second Amendment.
Kenneth Roberts, Rhode Island, is a 92-year-old World War II US
Navy veteran.

Maramis

(Continued from Page 9)
The soliloquy is a masterpiece of contemplation in that regard.
But this is not about Shakespeare and it is not necessarily about dejected souls; it is about why “sovereignty” might be so coveted.
In order for us to have become a country, the United States of America,
the individual states had to give up their state sovereignty and agree to
become one nation with all the other states, under a national government.
It was not necessarily easy, as we well know, and some individuals or
states might wish to go back to being separate and become sovereign
once again. Would that in any way be a good thing for the progress of our
country or for the progress of mankind? Before that ever happens, we
must all give much thought to the question posed: To be (sovereign), or
not to be?
Needless to say, those who are in the “sovereign mode” will come up
with reasons for hanging on to their particular mode of sovereignty: to
keep what they have, to get it back, or to ostensibly gain it for the first
time. They may believe there are many different ways of claiming their
sovereignty and that somehow they need to hold on to their version of it
in order to be true to themselves. I suggest that sovereignty has value
only insofar as it enhances the welfare, well-being, and progress of both
the individual and mankind in toto. Take into consideration, for example,
the family. Which would we prefer? (and I do mean prefer, not what we
feel we have to do, or what others may have forced us to do): to go through
life totally on our own (and that includes financial help and even a place
to sleep), or to have the backup of our entire family? The same would
hold true for individual states and even individual nations. Should a war
erupt, having the backup and support of the larger global family would
be to everyone’s advantage, since an aggressor would likely not attack in
the first place with such a totally united defense.
On a smaller note, one’s individual right of self-determination is bound
to clash sooner or later with another’s perceived right of self-determination, just as one nation or one culture’s perceived right of self-determination has already been known to cause untold suffering to those who see it
in a different light.
When any one person, group, religion, government, or country perceives itself as better than all the rest, and therefore holds himself or his
entity up as above all the laws, rules, and regulations meant to keep harmony and peace and ward off individual or international chaos and damaging superiority, we can continue to expect dissention, disharmony, and
even disaster.
So, what is the answer?
*****
Maramis Choufani is the Managing Editor of the Las Vegas Tribune.
She writes a weekly column in this newspaper. To contact Maramis, email
her at maramis@lasvegastribune.com.

HELP WANTED

Project Managers Wanted

Mid size and growing Federal Government contractor
is seeking Project Managers to work at Nellis AFB,
Nevada. Ideal Candidate will possess a minimum of 7
years experience in operations and maintenance
management in a hospital seeking knowledge of
JCAHO and other regulatory agency requirements
along with strong managerial, interpersonal, and
communication skills required. Bachelor’s Degree in
engineering a plus, we offer a full benefits package
and a competitive salary, EEOE please e-mail resumes
to afrank0700@yahoo.com, or fax to 909-625-6011

MAIL RECEIVING AND FORWARDING

Mail Receiving/Forwarding
We will collect mail sent to you under any name you
want, at our commercial Las Vegas address. Mail will be
forwarded to you by regular mail, Fed Ex, or scanned
and emailed per your directions. This service for
returning clients is $45.00 per month.
License Hanging: Your professional license can be
held at Our Office, using our commercial address, for
$10.00 per month.

Call 310-706-1755
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Academy Awards Las Vegas-Style: Red Carpet
Interview with Gabriella Versace (“Sexxy” show)

By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
The Academy Award’s Red Carpet attracts both celebrities from
Hollywood and those in the Las
Vegas shows.
After attending the opening of
the new “Sexxy” show at the
Westgate Resort, I was happy to see
the talented singer Gabriella
Versace walking the red carpet.
She sings with feeling and emotion as her sensuous movements accented the vocals.
Gabriella was in a good mood.
“I’m having the time of my life in
“Sexxy” produced and choreographed by Jennifer Romas. Jennifer called me one night and said,
‘What are you doing?’ I said, “I
have a few gigs, what do you
need?”
Jennifer explained, “I am opening a show next week.”
Gabriella continued, “Next
week, ok, not a lot of notice but for
you, I’m there. I have known Jennifer a long time in Las Vegas. She
is a great lady, I would do anything
for her and here I am. The numbers
are hot and fast moving, everything
is original. Jennifer is the star, she
does everything. I always say to her,
you are not from this planet. I want
to know what planet you are from
and I want to be where you are. The
show is going great, there are seven
wonderful women, we have a wonderful time together. The show is a
hit, it is “Sexxy.” What makes
“Sexxy” so unique is each woman
is different. We have our own individuality, not cookie cutter and
that’s what makes it special.”
Gabriella thought of her film
choice for the Oscar. “I’m in awe
of the movies, they get better and
better each year. I’m a Bradley Cooper fan, he’s a cutie. I think he will
do well. It’s Julianne Moore’s night.
She has been nominated before and
I think tonight’s her night. Tonight
is for Variety, a good cause. I volunteer with Lance Burton every
Christmas to sing and do a show for

Columnist/talk show host Sandy Zimmerman
interviewed celebrities along the red carpet.

BILL BELLAMY
Gabriella Versace (“Sexxy”) along the red carpet.
Photo by Sandy Zimmerman.
the children.”
leaders who donate their time, reFollowing the red carpet, the sources and energy to positively
celebrities, VIP’s, sponsors and impact the lives of children in their
guests attended a party to watch the own communities and around the
national broadcast of the Academy world.
Awards in the Brenden Theater’s
For information about VarietyPenthouse Suite while dining on a The Children’s Charity events durcatered banquet from the Palms ing the year, contact Variety of
Hotel’s Alize Restaurant.
Southern Nevada, at 3401 Sirius
VARIETY
Ave., Suite 1, Las Vegas. TeleVariety — The Children’s phone: 702-383-8466; Email:
Charity participates by raising admin@varietysn.org; Website:
funds at the Academy Awards. Va- http://onalv.org/
riety — The Children’s Charity is
*****
an enthusiastic group of business
Award
winning
Sandy
Zimmerman is a syndicated columnist featuring Show and Dining reviews, Travel, Health, Spas, Luxury,
Spas, Fashion, Automobiles and
more. Sandy is talk show host of the
Las Vegas Today Show programs
and Discover the Ultimate Vacation
travel specials. If you want to suggest topics for articles. For information or to ask any questions
about Sandy’s articles, call (702)735-5974.

Frank Sinatra announced his first retirement in March of 1971, was
a Jean Hersholt Award winner that same year at the Academy
Awards. Photo by American Academy of Motion Pictures.

Poster art supplied by the Academy Awards.

Gabriella performing in “Sexxy.”
Photo by show photographer.
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Exploring the Paranormal F.I.O.R.E. style
By Sergei Strait
A non-trustworthy free-lance contributor to the Las Vegas Tribune
This is about unexplained phenomena; phenomena not subject to the
laws of nature; supernatural, unexplained — but presumed natural —
phenomena.
Paranormal events are phenomena described in popular culture, folklore and other non-scientific bodies of knowledge, whose existence within
these contexts is described to lie beyond normal experience or scientific
explanation.
A paranormal phenomenon is different from hypothetical concepts
such as dark matter and dark energy. Unlike paranormal phenomena, these
hypothetical concepts are based on empirical observations and experimental data gained through the scientific method.
The most notable paranormal beliefs include those that pertain to
ghosts, extraterrestrial life, unidentified flying objects, psychic abilities
or extrasensory perception and cryptids.
But this article is not about explaining what makes the non club club
F.I.O.R.E. tick. That would require volumes and still could not even scratch
the surface.
What must be said here is that the last meeting of this weird group was
simply out of this world and you should have been there.
Over 100 members and guests attended the event to hear STEPHEN
BRAUDE, Emeritus Professor of Philosophy, author, musician, paranormal investigator and one of the world’s foremost authorities on psychic
phenomena. It was indeed a most interesting presentation and one that
plays with people’s minds and imaginations.
Some of the attendees became so involved that they went a step further and decided to form a group to explore Time Travel. Their next meeting will be last Thursday at 3:00 p.m.
As always, the group met at the Italian American Club and they enjoyed great food and fabulous live music by Gary Anderson and a Pair of
Normals.
In order to maintain the Integrity and to protect the good name and
reputation of the Las Vegas Tribune, we will refrain from going any further with this “article” and simply suggest that if you have any interest in
being a part of this group, please go to http://www.nonclubclubfiore.com/
and be sure to check their About Us page.

Emeritus Professor Stephen Braude makes his irrefutable points about the paranormal.

Joseph Donato surrounded by the Las Vegas Railroad Society.
He must be thinking: “I don’t know what I possess, but I hope I never lose it.”

Scared stiff! Nelson Sardelli, Dr. Lonnie Hammargren and Casper.

Kaye Wade and Chuck Hicks are ready for Saint Patrick...
just don’t look over his left shoulder.

A potpourri of talent: Candi Caroline, producer John Stuart, Nelson Sardelli,
Denise Rose, Michael Monge, Barbara Brighton and Dr. Wil Krom.

Grammy Award winner Gary Anderson and a
Pair of Normals playing “I don’t stand a ghost
of a chance with you.”

Judy Coco and Conrad Villella.

Photo Bombing. Libby Miller, Brian Abbott, Pat and Tom Biener and David Adolph.

Barbara Zucker, Marta and Eddie DeVries, Marshall Zucker... and others.

John Boiros, Sam and Lea Arlen, Bill Acosta, Nelson Sardelli; and from
The Las Vegas Springs Preserve, Jason Bowey, Bruno Bowles and Pietra Sardelli.
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R&B Roberta Flack at Green Valley Ranch Resort
This Week
in Las Vegas
By Mike Kermani

By Mike Kermani
Las Vegas Tribune
Grammy Award-winning R&B
legend Roberta Flack is returning
to Las Vegas for a performance inside the Grand Events Center at
Green Valley Ranch Resort on Friday, June 19 at 8 p.m.
Doors open at 7 p.m. and guests
under 21 years must be accompanied by an adult. Tickets can be
purchased at any Station Casinos
Reward Center and The Fiestas, by
logging onto www.sclv.com/concerts or through Ticketmaster at
(800)
745-3000
or
www.ticketmaster.com.
Internationally hailed as one of
the greatest songstresses of our
time, Grammy Award-winning
Roberta Flack remains unparalleled
in her ability to tell a story through
her music. Her songs bring insight
into our lives, loves, culture and
politics, while effortlessly traversing a broad musical landscape from
pop to soul to folk to jazz. The fourtime Grammy Award-winning artist has long been known as an unparalleled musician who effortlessly inhabits the worlds of pop,
soul, R&B, jazz and folk. From her
very first recording, “The First
Time Ever I Saw Your Face,” which
hit number one in the United States
across all charts, Flack has created
strong emotional bonds with her listeners through her poignant musicality and unerring stylizations,
while also shining an uncompromising light onto the culture and
politics of the times.
Flack recorded her debut album
First Take in a mere 10 hours in late
968 and followed with 1970’s
Chapter Two, which features the
singles “Reverend Lee” and “Do
What You Gotta’ Do.” Her 1973
single “Killing Me Softly With His
Song” achieved gold certification,
climbing atop the pop and R&B
charts, and the subsequent album
Killing Me Softly achieved gold
certification within two weeks of its
release and was awarded Grammy
awards for “Record of the Year,”
“Song of the Year” and “Best Pop
Vocal by a female.” Other hit
singles include “Feel Like Makin’
Love,” “Where Is the Love” and

“The Closer I Get to You,” all of
which peaked at number one on the
Billboard charts. One of music’s
most accomplished artists, Flack
was the first to win the Grammy
Award for “Record of the Year” two
consecutive times, with The First
Time I Saw Your Face and Killing
Me Softly With His Song.
*****
PURITY RING AT
BROOKLYN BOWL
AT THE LINQ
Brooklyn Bowl Las Vegas, recently named “Best Live Music
Venue” by Las Vegas Weekly and
“Best New Venue” by Vegas Seven,
is thrilled to announce Purity Ring
live at Brooklyn Bowl Las Vegas,
Tuesday, June 23, Doors 7:00 PM,
Show 8:00 PM, 18+ with ID welcome
Tickets are available online at
www.ticketfly.com,
vegas.brooklynbowl.com, or to
charge tickets by phone, call
702.862.2695. Tickets available
also at the Brooklyn Bowl Las Vegas box office open daily at noon.
After sixty-five fortnights, Purity Ring have returned with their
super-tight second album Another
Eternity. The pair ventured home to
the frozen industrial landscapes of
their birthplace Edmonton, Alberta
to document much of what was to
become the album. For the first
time, vocalist Megan James and
producer Corin Roddick were able
to create a record in the same room.
Purity Ring’s first album Shrines
was recorded separately in
Montreal and Halifax, where Corin
and Megan were respectively living at the time. Despite being a
thousand kilometers apart and
barely talking, Shrines was a cohesive, beguiling and wholly unique
universe of what the band called
‘Future Pop’.
At the center of the amniotic
swirl of Shrines was an undeniable
nucleus of crystalline pop which
presciently suggested both indie
and popular music to come. Critics
were psyched: ‘Best New Music’
from Pitchfork and praise from The
New York Times, Rolling Stone,
and NPR, among others. They
quickly amassed a rabid fanbase,

Purity Ring

toured relentlessly and sold out
shows worldwide.
On Another Eternity, Purity
Ring trade the gorgeously claustrophobic atmospheres of Shrines for
wide-open, muscular vistas of
sound and luminous, up-front vocals. Crafting a lyrical universe of
“sweat and dreams” populated by
seacastles, rattling spines, and
weeping drawers, Megan James
wields concrete imagery and metaphor with increasingly direct, startling resonance. Corin Roddick’s
gifts for evocative melody remain
intact, but his drum work and use
of space have been completely reforged: immaculately built and focused in service of the song.
“begin again” rouses Purity
Ring’s brooding balladry into a skyreaching anthem while retaining its
distinctive shape. “bodyache” is the
kind of devastatingly infectious
single that their previous work only
gestured at. “stillness in woe” features a frozen, manipulated piano,
dovetailing with Megan’s time suspending narrative. “repetition”
finds surreal, love-lorn lyricism
soaring over delicately woven
synths. The emotional geography of
Another Eternity is wider than ever:
gloomy valleys and gleaming peaks
in even measure.
Though they are now working
at a higher resolution, Purity Ring
remain hands-on with every aspect
of their project. As usual, the band
produced and recorded Another

Eternity entirely themselves. The
pair worked to develop an innovative new live performance, and
Megan designed the band’s onstage
and video fashion.
Another Eternity revels in its
upfront melody, clarity, and confidence. With every step forward they
take, Purity Ring actualize their vision while sounding utterly and undeniably like themselves.
*****
LET’S HANG ON!’
A TRIBUTE TO FRANKIE
VALLI AND THE FOUR
SEASONS RETURNS TO
THE SUNCOAST
SHOWROOM APRIL 25-26
“Let‘s Hang On!” will bring
their distinct sound and high energy
show to the Suncoast Showroom
April 25 and 26.
“Let’s Hang On!” is a full-stage
production complete with a live
band and the familiar sounds of The
Four Seasons’ biggest hits, including “Big Girls Don’t Cry,” “Walk
Like a Man,” “I’ve Got You Under
My Skin,” “Can’t Take My Eyes
Off of You,” “December of 1963,”
“Who Loves You,” “Let’s Hang
On,” “Rag Doll” and “Big Man in
Town.”
The cast of “Let’s Hang On!”
includes Richard Bresenhan, Josh
Eleazer, Chris Barletta, Jared Slater,
Samantha Fousek, Heather
Krueger, Bill Norman and Bob
Schubert.
The Four Seasons, with Valli as

the lead vocalist, achieved international success in the ‘60s starting
with their 1962 hit “Sherry.” The
band charted five #1 singles and
was inducted into the Rock and Roll
Hall of Fame in 1990.
Showtime each evening is 7:30
p.m. Tickets can be purchased at
any Boyd Gaming box office, by
calling 702-284-7777, or visiting
www.suncoastcasino.com.
*****

DRAFT KINGS
NBA & NHL CHAMPIONSHIP
TOURNAMENTS
$100,000-$200,000 PRIZES
The DraftKings (a leading fantasy sports company) co-located
NBA and NHL championship tournaments in Las Vegas on the weekend of March 21-22?
As a quick overview:
Both tournaments are play-in
style, so the competition will be at
a very high level.
The NBA tournament has:
—40 players qualified (one of
which is MLB outfielder Vernon
Wells, formerly of the Toronto Blue
Jays, LA Angels, and NY Yankees)
—A $1,000,000 top prize (the
first ever $1M in NBA daily fantasy prize), and $2M in total
payouts
The NHL tournament has:
—25 players qualified
—A $100,000 top prize, and
$200,000 total in payouts
*****
Mike Kermani is an entertainment writer for the Las Vegas Tribune newspaper. He writes a weekly
column in this newspaper. To contact Mike Kermani, email
mkermani@ lasvegas tribune.com
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For the first time in 40 years,
Elvis is back in the building
By Jerry Fink
Las Vegas Tribune
Elvis Presley’s Graceland and
Westgate Las Vegas have announced that they will bring the
authentic Elvis Presley back to Las
Vegas for the first time in 40 years.
“Graceland Presents ELVIS: The
Exhibition - The Show — The Experience” will include an expansive, new permanent exhibition featuring hundreds of artifacts never
before displayed outside of
Graceland, and live entertainment
shows that celebrate the life and
legacy of Elvis Presley.
Graceland Holdings LLC Managing Partner Joel Weinshanker and
Westgate Resorts CEO David
Siegel announced that Elvis will be
back in the building, and unveiled
specific details of the upcoming
exhibition and entertainment,
which are scheduled to debut April
23.
The first-ever permanent
Graceland exhibition outside of
Memphis will encompass over
28,000 square feet and include hundreds of artifacts from the Presley
family’s treasured Graceland Archives, showcasing the man, the
performer and the music that revolutionized popular culture around
the world.
Some of the rare artifacts include Elvis’ high school yearbooks,
his first Gold Album, his 1957
Harley Davidson motorcycle, a
1962 Lincoln Continental, 1971
Stutz Blackhawk, jewelry and
iconic stage wear from Elvis’ live
performances, including the first
outfit worn on stage for his first
concert at the International Hotel in
1969. Select artifacts will be rotated
regularly with artifacts in the
Graceland Archives, to keep the
exhibit constantly evolving and
fresh. The exhibition will be open
seven days a week from 10 a.m. to
10 p.m. and tickets are available for
purchase now.
The newly renamed and renovated Elvis Presley International
Showroom will present Elvisthemed live shows for limited engagement runs on the very stage
where Elvis performed for millions
of guests during his record-breaking, seven-year stint from 1969
through 1976. The debut show will
be “The Elvis Experience,” a largescale production replicating one of
Elvis’ legendary Las Vegas shows,
starring actor Martin Fontaine and
featuring 24 musicians and eight
choir members portraying the original musicians and artists on stage
with Elvis.
The Elvis Experience is scheduled to open with the exhibition on
April 23 and perform Tuesdays
through Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. and
Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m.
Tickets are on sale now and start at
$49 plus taxes and fees. After this
limited engagement, the property
will feature other limited-run,
Graceland-produced live shows in
the Elvis Presley International
Showroom.
The grand opening of the exhibition, live show and wedding
chapel will be marked with a starstudded celebration, with Priscilla
Presley joining the roster of VIPs
and celebrities on the red carpet.
Tickets for the exclusive opening
celebration and opening weekend
are on sale now.
“Elvis is synonymous with Las
Vegas and this property, so we are
tremendously excited to have this
new attraction and live show here
to entertain Las Vegas visitors,”
said David Siegel, CEO of
Westgate Resorts. “It is a true honor
to join forces with Elvis Presley’s
Graceland to bring Elvis to the
Westgate Las Vegas Resort & Casino. We are thrilled to have Elvis
back in the building.”
“After a 40 year absence, it’s
time for the authentic Elvis Presley
to return to Las Vegas,” stated Joel
Weinshanker, Managing Partner of
Graceland Holdings LLC. “Elvis
redefined live entertainment in Las
Vegas, so there’s no better location
for this new venture than the
Westgate Las Vegas Resort & Casino, the very site where more
people saw Elvis perform live than
anywhere else in the world,”
Weinshanker said. “The extensive
exhibition, live shows and wedding
chapel will together create an unprecedented Elvis experience for
visitors.”
To pre-purchase tickets now for
the exhibition and live show and for
more details, visit Graceland.com/
Vegas. For more information or to
book accommodations at the new

Westgate Las Vegas Resort & Casino, call toll free at (800) 732-7117
or log on to the website
www.westgatevegas.com.
*****
CHARLES RESSLER TO
GIVE ONE-NIGHT ONLY
PRODUCTION TO BENEFIT
LOCAL CHARITIES
Of the countless singers, Broadway stars, comedians, musicians
and actors that have graced the
stage at The Smith Center for the
Performing Arts, there has never
been a local visionary to grace this
stage sharing stories of inspiration
and dreams.
This April 2 at 8 p.m., all things
change when Las Vegas’ own creative and beloved community
member, Charles S. Ressler, teams
with three of Las Vegas’ most cherished organizations for an unprecedented evening of fun and
fundraising. Ressler steps out of his
comfort zone and onto the stage of
Reynolds Hall for an exclusive,
one-night-only
engagement
“BRAVE.”
Written by and starring Ressler,
“BRAVE” features a variety of
songs to inspire, aerial acts to stun,
a 30-piece live orchestra to dazzle
and most importantly the message
of how to achieve personal triumph
despite the odds to warm the heart,
encourage dreams, motivate the
imagination and influence the community for a better Las Vegas. Tickets go on sale for “BRAVE” on
Thursday, March 5 at 10 a.m. Tickets start at $22 (plus applicable
fees) and are available online at
www.TheSmithCenter.com or by
calling (702) 749-2000. Proceeds
benefit Opportunity Village, the I
Have a Dream Foundation and the
Las Vegas Philharmonic.
Divided into three parts, each
with their own charitable tie-in,
“BRAVE” is a musical journey of
one child who, against all odds, has
led an extraordinary life. With a
variety of music from the Great
American Songbook, Broadway,
modern pop and original compositions, it is a youthful musical showcase peppered with stories of the
human spirit. “BRAVE” is a gift to
audience members who leave with
the spark to fulfill their own dreams
and walk away thinking differently
about self-value and their place and
interaction in the community.
“It was an easy decision to
choose the charities that will benefit from ‘BRAVE,’” says Ressler.
“Opportunity Village, the I Have a
Dream Foundation and the Las Vegas Philharmonic are all closely
tied to my life, as you will see on
the evening of April 2. The executive directors of these charities also
epitomize what it means to be brave
whether it is their tireless dedication to the cause, their outreach or
their mission.”
“BRAVE” is directed by Larry
Pellegrini, original creator and director of Tony n’ Tina’s Wedding.
Former ICM and 3 Arts talent manager, Jeff Gitlin serves as executive
producer, musical direction is by
Jimmy Lockett of “CATS” and
“Starlight Express” fame and choreography is by Delphine Gaillard,
former star of Cirque du Soleil’s
“Love.”
“BRAVE” at The Smith Center
also coincides with the launch of
Ressler’s “dreamMaker” application that will be available for download that evening immediately following
the
performance.
“dreamMaker” allows ‘dreamers’
— those with dreams, ideas and
goals they need enhanced or funded
— to connect with ‘makers’ —
those with the ability to fund, connect and inspire these dreams.
“dreamMaker” will be available for
free download on April 2 through
iTunes and the Google Play Store.
Tickets go on sale Thursday,
March 5 at 10 a.m. at The Smith
Center Box Office, located at 361
Symphony Park Avenue, by phone
at 702-749-2000 or 808-326-6868
(TTY)
and
online
at
www.TheSmithCenter.com. For
preferred seating and special rates
for groups of 10 or more, contact
702-749-2348.
*****
WHISKEY REVIVAL TO
BRING A TWO-DAY TASTING
EXPERIENCE TO NUGGET
It’s for sipping on the rocks,
shooting and mixing - and on Friday, March 27, and Saturday,
March 28, one of America’s favorite spirits will be celebrated with
Whiskey Revival , a grand tasting
experience and dinner, at Golden
Nugget Las Vegas in partnership

with BACK BAR USA.
As part of Whiskey Revival, The
Whiskey Revival Grand Tasting
Experience will be held from 7 to
11 p.m. on Friday, March 27, and 2
to 6 p.m. on Saturday, March 28,
inside The Grand Event Center. The
tastings will include samplings of
artisan whiskeys, American craft
spirits, moonshines and barrel-aged
beers along with several interactive
experiences for whiskey enthusiasts, including mixology classes
and educational seminars hosted by
head distillers and distillery owners. Authentic Southern cuisine and
live entertainment will also be included. One-day tasting passes are
available for $49 per person and
two-day passes are available for
$79 per person.
In addition to the tasting experiences, the Turn of the Century
Whiskey Dinner will be held at 6
p.m. on Friday, March 27, inside
Golden Nugget. Priced at $99 per
person, the dinner will be hosted by
Dr. Tom Turner, master distiller for
Diageo, and feature a sophisticated
evening of world-class whiskeys,
cigars and turn-of-the-century
American fare. Admission to the
dinner will also include entry into
Friday’s grand tasting experience.
An all-inclusive package of the dinner plus a two-day pass for the
tastings is priced at $135 per person.
Participating distilleries will include: 1792 Whiskey, Anchor Distilling Company, Angel’s Envy, Ben
Prichard’s Whiskies, Blanton’s
Bourbon, Brooklyn Spirits, Bulleit
Bourbon, Death’s Door Spirits,
Deep Eddy Vodka, George Dickel,
High West Whiskies, Jack Daniel’s
Tennessee Whiskey, Jim Beam, Jim
Beam Small Batch, Maker’s Mark,
Old Forester, Redemption Whiskey,
St. George Distilling, Square One
Organic Spirits, Temptation Whiskey, Tito’s Handmade Vodka and
Woodford Bourbons.
Tickets and more information
may be found by calling

866.946.5336
or
visiting
www.goldennugget.con/lasvegas/
whiskeyfest.
*****
OPPORTUNITY VILLAGE
HOSTING 3RD ANNUAL IT’S
SPRING GARDEN PARTY!
Opportunity Village, Vegas’ favorite charity, in conjunction with
IT Girls, an organization comprised
of female advocates, will host the
3rd annual IT’s Spring Garden
Party.
The event will take place on
Saturday, March 21 from 11:30
a.m.–2:00 p.m. at the Ralph and
Betty Engelstad Campus 6050 S.
Buffalo Dr.
The IT’s Spring Garden Party
will feature a blossoming boutique
showcasing local vendors including
The SunDee Morning Hat Company,
MoeKrafty,
Lynn
Rosencrantz Designs, Doterra, Ladies Who Dine - Candles for a Purpose, LilyCarol Designs by Carol
Sheehan, Las Vegas Fruits & Nuts,
UR Sweet Madness LLC, and
YOUniquelyU. The celebration
will present a luncheon prepared by
Culinary Arts Catering followed by
a trendy fashion show styled by the
Opportunity Village Thrift Store
and modeled by OVIPs. During the
Fashion Show, attendees will have
the opportunity to purchase the
styled outfits for the OVIPs to take
home. The afternoon will conclude
with a raffle of fabulous prizes.
The cost of the event is $75 per
person or $600 for a table of ten.
The public can purchase tickets by
emailing Charlene Blackstone at
blackstonec@opportunityvillage.org
or by calling (702) 880-4068. All
proceeds go directly to support
people with intellectual disabilities
at Opportunity Village.
This garden party is presented
by the IT Girls and sponsored by
Opportunity Village, Las Vegas Review Journal, FOX 5 Las Vegas, MJ
Christensen Diamonds, Luxury Las
Vegas, Culinary Arts Catering, and
stylist Jenna Doughton.

*****
THE IMPROV AT HARRAH’S:
MARCH 17-22
The world-famous Improv at
Harrah’s Las Vegas is the longestrunning comedy club on the Las
Vegas Strip. The Improv’s ability to
showcase young comedians, as well
as bring in big names, has attributed to its longevity and success .
Each week, The Improv showcases some of the funniest and
freshest faces in comedy, creating
a show that is always unique and
definitely funny. The comedians
who will perform March 17-22 are:
Henry Phillips: Award-winning
musician and comedian, Henry
Phillips, is known for his twisted
songs and stories. He received an
Audience Award in the Slamdance
Film Festival in 2009 for his film,
“Punching the Clown.” Phillips has
been featured on shows such as
“Jimmy Kimmel Live” and “Comedy Central Presents,” as well as the
nationally syndicated radio show
“Bob and Tom.”
Joel Lindley: Joel Lindley has
been writing and performing his
dark, edgy comedy for over 15
years. Lindley has written for CBS
television as well as Comedy Central. Lindley has been seen on
“MTV Half Hour Comedy Hour,”
“Conan O’Brian” and is a regular
on the “Bob & Tom Show,” a syndicated radio show aired across the
country.
Sandro Iocolano: Sandro
Iocolano was born in Boston, Massachusetts. Before becoming a
stand-up comedian, Iocolano was in
Pharmacy School. He later decided
he’d rather laugh and write jokes
than purse a pharmaceutical career.
A joke writer at heart and a story
teller by trade, Iocolano prides himself on his quick wit and ability to
connect with audiences.
Shows are at 8:30 p.m. and 10
p.m. Tuesday through Sunday. Special VIP tickets include special seating, an Improv T-shirt and postshow meet-and-greet with the comics. Special two-for-one tickets are
also available for locals for the 10
p.m. show. Tickets and ticket prices
are available at Harrah’s Box Office 702-369-5223 and online at
www.harrahslasvegas.com.
*****
Jerry Fink is an entertainment
columnist for the Las Vegas Tribune
newspaper and writes a weekly column. To contact Jerry Fink, email
him at jfink@ lasvegastribune.com.
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Sushi Roku’s dining experience
of premium sushi and sake

By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by Sushi Roku
unless otherwise indicated
I was happy to be invited to
Sushi Roku’s events at Caesars Palace, in the Forum Shops, the first
for Chef Haru and Sake Sommelier
Gary Min’s pairing class featuring
an exclusive selection of premium
sushi and sake.
With two events in one day, I
attended Chef Haru’s “Seasonal
Menu Tasting” in the evening. Chef
Haru created new innovative dishes
which surprised and delighted everyone.
I relaxed and enjoyed Sushi
Roku’s dining experience, two
hours of total indulgence tasting 21
different specialties in their banquet
room with 18 invited VIP’s and
media guests.
Looking at the menu, there were
so many dishes I wanted to try and
this was a chance to sample their
new seasonal menu.
Sushi Roku adds their own touch
to each dish. It’s the combinations
that make the difference.
The tasting menu included: Nori
Senbei, Blue Crab Tartare, Scottish
Salmon Caesar, Spicy Tuna Spring
Roll, Aji Crudo, Fluke Kumquat
Sashimi, Spicy Pork Belly
“Kakuni” fried Rice, Lobster
Tempura, King Crab Lettuce Cups,
Uni Udon, “Hanabi”, Tuna Sashimi
Carpaccio,
Truffle/Spicy
Edamame, Popcorn Shrimp
Tempura, Yellowtail Wrapped Foie
Gras, Oysters with Uni and Caviar,
Yellowtail Diced Chilies, Tuna
Jalapeno, seared Albacore Sashimi,
Baked Crab Handroll and Katana
Roll.
With such a wide variety of these
choices and more, you can return
and still eat something different
each time. The seasonal menus
change, if you return to Sushi Roku

Johnny Seo, Sushi Roku’s General Manager. Photo by Sandy Zimmerman

Sushi Bar

Square Booths

for their next menu, there would be
exciting new selections.
My favorite Sushi Roku experience begins with sitting in the
unique large comfortable square
booths. Their unusual 180 degree
design was perfect for couples,
families, friends and small groups
when they put two square booths
together.
Sushi Roku is known for using
the finest, freshest fish from around
the globe with the kind of artistry
that can only be provided by a mature sushi chef ensuring superlative
traditional sushi, together with a
splash of California innovation.
Sushi Roku is a pioneer of contemporary sushi, incorporating diverse, non-traditional ingredients
from Latin America (e.g. jalapeños)
and Europe (e.g. olive oil) into its
edible works of art. This unique
culinary experience that bridges
past and present is the result of an
eagerness to embrace new ideas and
a profound respect for tradition.
Sushi Roku’s bold and diverse
menu also offers an array of hot and
cold specialty appetizers and an
extensive selection of exotic
entrées.
Sushi Roku is located in the Forum Shops, at Caesars Palace, 3500
Las Vegas Boulevard South, on the
corner of Flamingo Road. For information, call 702-733-7373 or
visit www.sushiroku.com.
Award
winning
Sandy
Zimmerman is a syndicated columnist featuring Show and Dining reviews, Travel, Health, Spas, Luxury,
Spas, Fashion, Automobiles and
more. Sandy is talk show host of the
Las Vegas Today Show programs
and Discover the Ultimate Vacation
travel specials. If you want to suggest topics for articles. For information or to ask any questions
about Sandy’s articles, call (702)735-5974.
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What You
Need To
Know
By Dr Nina Radcliff

Some Information About
“Pausing” Horizontally

By Nina Radcliff, MD
For me, there’s nothing more precious than snuggling with my daughter when she naps... and napping myself. We both wake up feeling reborn
and with a new perspective on life. It also makes me giggle as I remember how I took naps for granted when I was younger, and how I wish
there was a rollover option for those snoozes I refused.
Is it normal for us to nap?
Or were humans only meant to rest and slumber at night? Compared
to other animals, we are not as stealthy in the dark: we have poor vision
and hearing, and have two feet (making it more likely for us to trip than
our fellow four-legged friends). But how do we explain that many children, elderly people, and some cultures take naps? In other words, we do
not know if napping is normal. What we do know is that there are likely
individual, cultural, and Darwinian factors that play a roll in our sleep
cycle.
Are all naps created equally?
No. Habitual napping—taking a nap at the same time each day—is
what we see in children, elderly people, and some cultures. Emergency
napping describes catching some ZZZ’s when we have not gotten a good
night’s sleep. We may also do this when we cannot continue with an activity we are engaging in, such as completing a work project, studying for
a test, or driving.
Preparatory or planned napping is taking a nap even though we may
not be sleepy but expect to stay up later than our normal bedtime. It is like
banking our sleep; instead of putting away money for a rainy day, we are
stashing away some ZZZ’s in anticipation of a late night.
What are the benefits of “pausing” horizontally?
Surprisingly, it depends on the duration of the nap. For example, snoozing for 10-20 minutes (a.k.a. a power nap) helps boost alertness and energy. On the other hand, sleeping for 30 minutes can result in a sleep
“hangover,” or sleep inertia, where we remain sleepy for 30 minutes before we experience the benefits of our slumber. If we want to boost our
ability to remember facts, names, and details, as well as sharpen our decision-making skills, consider napping for 60 minutes. And shut-eye for 90
minutes allows for us to enter a deep stage of sleep called rapid eye movement (REM). Entering into REM helps improve memory and make new
connections in the brain that can assist with creativity and problem-solving.
If it’s so wonderful, why aren’t we all doing it?
Before we jump onto the comfy, cozy recliner to nap, consider some
of the potential drawbacks. First of all, many of us have difficulty napping during the day or sleeping anywhere but in our beds. Additionally,
napping may result in sleep inertia where we feel groggy or disoriented
when we wake up. This can be a problem when we need to be alert and
focused immediately. And for those of us who suffer from sleep disturbances—that’s 70 million Americans—napping may contribute to, or
worsen, the problem. This is especially the case when we take long naps
or nap too late in the day.
How can I get my nap on?
Although individuals vary, some helpful tips include keeping it short,
quiet, temperate, dark, and early. A 20-30 minute nap can help avoid sleep
inertia. A quiet, comfortable temperature, and dim environment can help
us transition into la-la land. The best time to nap is usually mid-afternoon
when our bodies experience a wave of sleepiness. Napping later in the
day can interfere with nighttime sleep.
“Many of us dream of traveling to the future or visiting the past. But in
the end most time machines would just be used for naps.” And I wish I
could go back in time to take all of those naps I worked to avoid... thinking I might miss something! I have discovered what I was missing—the
benefits of sleep!
Nap, anyone?
*****
Dr. Nina Radcliff is dedicated to her profession, her patients and her
community, at large. She is passionate about sharing truths for healthy,
balanced living as well as wise preventive health measures. She completed medical school and residency training at UCLA and has served on
the medical faculty at The University of Pennsylvania. She is a Board
Certified Anesthesiologist and a member of the American Society of Anesthesiologists where she serves on committees for Young Physicians and
Communications. Author of more than 200 textbook chapters, research
articles, medical opinions and reviews; she is often called upon by media
to speak on medical, fitness, nutrition, and healthy lifestyle topics impacting our lives, today.
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Avoid these top ten tax mistakes
Follow tax law changes and
keep all of your records.

By Barbara Friedberg
In the beginning of March, our
thoughts turn to the (unpleasant)
tax-filing season. This necessary
evil goes with the territory of being
a wage-earning citizen, and it has
its pros and cons. Our taxes contribute to the great lives we inhabit
here in the U.S., providing us with
clean water, good roads and public
schools for our kids.
Even though we file our taxes
annually, it never seems to get any
easier. In fact, if your salary goes
up and you earn a bit more money,
filing your taxes may become more
difficult.
Before you begin to get your
records in order and complete the
paperwork (or ship it off to a tax
preparer), take a moment to review
your tax forms and avoid these top
10 tax filing mistakes.
1. Sign your return and
double-check your Social Security number, name and address.
Countless returns are delayed or
sent back for careless errors.
Double check to make sure your
Social Security number and those
of your spouse and children are correct. Sign your return before filing.
Always review your return before
sending it out. And while you’re at
it, double-check your math. It’s so
easy to plug in $520 when you
meant to type $250.
One of my least favorite tax duties is checking my accountants
work. That’s right, even if you hire
someone to do your taxes, you still
need to check it. Tax preparers are
human, very busy and make mistakes, just like you and I.
2. Understand the new tax law
changes, each year. I know this
sounds like an ominous task. But
most years, the tax requirements
change a bit, and you are responsible for being aware of the
changes. That means that if the standard deduction increases, and you
don’t know about it, you could be
leaving a lot of money on the table.
Years ago, I used to order all of the
IRS tax booklets and review them.
Other years I might just buy the
updated J.K. Lasser book (this
year’s book is titled, “J.K. Lasser’s
Your Income Tax 2015: Preparing
Your 2014 Tax Return”). Now, with
the internet, the IRS.gov website
can be your best resource.
Use the search function for questions, and check out the changes for
this year’s section of the site. The
government does an excellent job
of explaining the tax laws on their
website.
3. Include all of your income.
It’s easy to file your taxes if you just
had one job, and your employer issued a W-2 form with your wage
and tax withheld information. But
what if you and your spouse each
had a job, and each of you earned a
bit of income on the side as

freelancers or consultants? Some of
your clients may issue a 1099 form
and others may not. It’s your responsibility to include all of the income you earned, whether you received a 1099 form for that income
or not.
Even with interest rates at rock
bottom, you may have received
some interest and dividend payments. Don’t forget to include them
on your return. Financial institutions are required to inform the IRS
about the interest and dividends you
receive.
4. Take all of the deductions
you’re entitled to. Especially if
you earned some side income, you
may be able to deduct a host of expenses. The main aspect to consider
is, what did you need to spend in
order to earn the extra income? Did
you have to buy certain supplies?
Did you use a dedicated room in
your home as an office? What about
advertising costs? Review the Publication 501 tax booklet and Publication 529 and claim all of the deductions for which you are eligible.
It could save you lots of money.
5. Remember to deduct all of
your charitable gifts. Do you donate clothes, furniture and household items to Goodwill, the Salvation Army or other nonprofit charities? Don’t forget to deduct their
fair value. Check out the Publication 526 tax booklet to see if you
qualify. You may be surprised to
find out the value of these gently
used items. Some tax planning software even values your charitable
clothing and donations for you.
Cash and check donations are deductible as well.
6. Don’t miss credits for which

Filing your taxes is a chore, but you may reap financial rewards.
you are eligible. Credits are even owed, only to sending in your tax have a copy, you’ll have to order a
copy of your return in order to
better than deductions. A credit is forms.
deducted right from total of taxes
8. Make a copy. Don’t forget to handle the problem. It’s so much
owed. There are credits for children, keep a copy of your tax return. In easier to make a copy for your perlow-income credits and educational the future, you may receive a letter sonal records in the first place.
9. Attach all relevant schedules
credits. Study all of the available from the IRS describing an issue
(See Social Security, Page 21)
“credits” on the IRS.gov website.
regarding your return. If you don’t
7. Don’t forget the date. Your
return must be postmarked or filed
electronically by April 15. If you
miss the deadline, you will owe
penalties. If you fear you may not
be able to make the filing deadline,
there is an out. You can receive a
six-month filing extension on your
tax paperwork by completing Form
4868 by April 15. This will give you
an extension to file until Oct. 15,
but you still need to pay the full
amount owed by April 15. The extension doesn’t apply to money
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Don’t fall for these five retirement fallacies
Many common retirement
rules of thumb are wrong.

By Tom Sightings
There are some legitimate retirement rules of thumb that can provide at least some measure of security. For example, the 4 percent rule
says you can safely spend 4 percent
of your assets every year adjusted
for inflation. And the 100 minus
your age rule suggests the percentage of your savings you should keep
in stocks. But there are also a lot of
misconceptions and rumors about
planning for retirement that could
cause you to make investment mistakes. So, beware these retirement
myths:
1. Social Security will pay your
bills. Social Security alone probably won’t be enough to provide a
comfortable retirement. The average Social Security retirement benefit is $1,328 a month. Do you really think you can live on $15,936
per year? That’s around the poverty
line for a couple with no dependents. The maximum benefit for
someone at full retirement age (currently 66) is $2,663, and even for
those who wait until age 70 to retire, the maximum is $3,501 a
month. That sounds better, but if
you qualify for the maximum benefit, you were earning over
$100,000 during much of your career, and you’re probably not going to be happy living on $42,000 a
year.
2. Inflation is low, so don’t
worry about it. The pundits have
declared that inflation is dead, and
now they worry about deflation —
an actual decline in the cost of living. It’s true that last year the average Consumer Price Index inflated
by only 1.6 percent. But remember
the 1970s and 1980s, when inflation more typically came in at 5
percent? In one year, 1980, it went
up over 13 percent. Even in the
early 2000s, inflation chugged
along at closer to 3 percent. So $100
from the year 2000 is today worth
only about $72. If you retire at age
66 and expect to live another 20
years, $100 will then be worth only
about $64, or maybe less.
3. The stock market will pump
up your income. The stock market

has been doing great since 2009,
and produced a lot of wealth for
retirees who have invested in stocks
and mutual funds. But we all remember 2008 and 2001, when the
stock market took terrible tumbles.
The stock market is a good place to
invest for the long term, but it can
sting your finances pretty painfully
in the short run. So stay invested
with your long-term savings, but
don’t keep any money in the market that you might need in the next
five years.
4. You can work if you need to.
Several recent polls have found that
baby boomers express an interest in
working after they retire, usually as
a consultant or in a part-time job.
This may pan out for some people,
especially those who are able to
keep options open with their old
company. But while many employed people say they want to
work in retirement, a significantly
smaller number of current retirees
are actually working. Why the discrepancy? Jobs are not that easy to
get for people over 65. And as we
hit our 70s, we may find that we
don’t have the interest or stamina
to continue in the labor force.
5. Maybe you’ll receive an inheritance. The key word is maybe.
But even the most affluent aging
parents can be bled dry if they end
up in a nursing home, especially if
they don’t have long-term care insurance. Nursing home care can
cost thousands of dollars per month,
and fees can go much higher depending on where you live and what
kind of services are needed. But
even without punishing care-giving
costs, many elderly parents live
well into their 90s and simply spend
down much of what they saved for
retirement.
None of this is meant to frighten
you, but to forewarn you about
latching on to a myth or rumor
when making important retirement
decisions. Retirement rules of
thumb often need to be adjusted to
fit your personal circumstances.
*****
Tom Sightings blogs at Sightings
at 60.

Social Security

(Continued from Page 20)
and mailing information. Some tax items require separate forms. If you
have self-employment income, did you complete and attach a Schedule
C? After completing the forms, make sure to attach them in the correct
order. Use the numbers on the upper right hand corner to properly order
and attach them to your 1040 form. Finally, after checking your return,
make sure to mail it to the correct address and put on the proper amount
of postage. A simple mistake can mean extra work later.
10. Use the IRS website to help keep your return free from common errors. Visit the IRS Topic 303 website for a list compiled by the
IRS of the most common filing mistakes. The government informs you of
pitfalls and errors of other tax-filing citizens. A few minutes reviewing
your return for potential errors can save you headaches and time in the
long run.
Barbara Friedberg, MBA, MS, is a former portfolio manager, university investment instructor, website CEO and author of “How to Get Rich;
Without Winning the Lottery.” Her newest book, “Invest and Beat the
Pros-Create and manage a Successful Investment Portfolio” launches
this month. Learn more about money and pick up her free investing ebook
at Barbara Friedberg Personal Finance.com.

DO YOU NEED AN EDITOR?

Have you been embarrassed lately when someone pointed
out to you that you misspelled a word in your report or maybe
had a whole sentence all messed up? Have you personally
felt that you could’ve done a much better job on that manuscript
but just didn’t have the time?
Why put off doing what you know you should have done before:
call in an editor! As a word-, sentence-, and document-doctor,
she will fix what needs fixing by adding a little of this or that,
and taking out what shouldn’t have been there in the first place.
Give yourself the luxury of looking your best in print!
Editor-at-your-service@gmail.com. 702-706-6875.

Workers often have misconceptions about how they will pay for retirement.
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EarthTalk is written and edited by Roddy Scheer and Doug Moss
and is a registered trademark of E - The Environmental Magazine (www.emagazine.com). Send questions to:
earthtalk@emagazine.com. Subscribe: www.emagazine.com/
subscribe; Free Trial Issue: www.emagazine.com/trial.

A large public transportation network, in concert with other sustainability efforts, could reduce our carbon
footprint by 24 percent, significantly reduce our oil consumption, save us money, reduce our travel time and
its associated stress, and improve our overall health. Pictured: a Washington, DC Metro station.
the safest, most efficient and most ergy East and hopes to have con- American homes.
environmentally friendly mode of struction completed by the end of
A massive shift to public transit
transporting energy across the con- 2018. Environmentalists are still would also be good for our pockettinent.” Before the Energy East holding out hope that NEB will re- books. According to NAPTA, U.S.
pipeline goes into service, ject Energy East on environmental car owners can save as much as
TransCanada plans to clean and and/or socio-economic grounds, $112 billion a year in gasoline and
thoroughly inspect the converted and continues to drum up support other vehicle costs. “Public transsection of the pipeline. The com- across Canada and beyond for portation offers an immediate alterpany has also promised to avoid shelving the beleaguered pipeline. native for individuals seeking to
crossings of important water bod*****
reduce their energy use and carbon
ies to minimize disturbances of senDear EarthTalk: It might seem footprints,” reports NAPTA. “Taksitive aquatic ecosystems. Highly- obvious, but what would be the pri- ing public transportation far extrained technical staff in mary benefits of public transit as ceeds the combined benefits of usTransCanada’s control center an alternative to the private auto- ing energy-efficient light bulbs,
would monitor the pipeline 24/7.
mobile if our country were to make adjusting thermostats, weatherizing
While construction and mainte- a major commitment to it? — one’s home, and replacing a refrignance of the Energy East pipeline James Millerton, Armstrong, PA
erator.”
would create some 14,000 jobs durThe benefits of making a major
As to reducing oil use, NAPTA
ing its first seven years while pro- commitment to building up and ef- says public transit already saves
viding upwards of $7.6 billion in tax ficiently managing a larger and Americans the equivalent of 4.2
revenue to pay for schools, roads more comprehensive public transit billion gallons of gasoline annually,
and other public services across network are many.
or some 900,000 automobile fillCanada, many Canadians remain
According to the National Alli- ups every day. And the Texas Transconcerned that a spill could threaten ance of Public Transportation Ad- portation Institute (TTI) reports that
or destroy their livelihoods.
vocates (NAPTA), an organization individuals who live in areas served
Regardless of these concerns, that represents grassroots transit by public transportation save more
TransCanada is currently working coalitions, organizations and advo- than 300 million gallons of fuel a
to get final regulatory approval cates, expanded public transit, co- year. Meanwhile individuals can
from Canada’s National Energy ordinated with greener develop- save upwards of $9,000 a year by
Board (NEB) to start work on En- ment and other “operational effi- taking public transportation instead
ciencies,” can reduce our carbon of driving and by living with one
footprint by some 24 percent, which less car.
is significant given that carbon diAn improved quality of life is yet
oxide (CO2) output from the trans- another benefit of more public tranportation sector as a whole account sit. In some ways public transit can
for 28 percent of total U.S. green- be considered a life saver: It prohouse gas emissions. After all, duces 95 percent less carbon monbuses and trains burn much less fuel oxide and nearly 50 percent less
per rider than a car with a single nitrogen oxide—both key triggers
rider in it. Switching to public tran- for asthma and other respiratory and
sit for a typical 20-mile round trip cardiovascular health problems—
commute would decrease a per passenger-mile than driving a
commuter’s annual greenhouse gas private vehicle. Also, transit users
emissions by some 4,800 pounds a tend to be healthier than car comyear, which is equal to about a 10 muters because they walk more,
percent reduction in a two-car which increases their fitness levels.
household’s carbon footprint.
Public transit use also means fewer
Another group, the American cars on the road, thus reduced travel
Public Transit Association (APTA), times—and less stress and road rage
reports that current use of public accordingly—for everyone. TTI
transit in the U.S. already saves 37 reports that Americans living in armillion metric tons of CO2 annu- eas served by public transportation
ally, equivalent to the emissions save themselves almost 800 million
resulting from electricity generation hours in travel time every year.
to power some five million typical
*****
Protestors from the Canadian activist group Defend Our Climate rally against TransCanada Corp.’s proposed
2,800 mile pipeline from Alberta to Quebec and New Brunswick.
Dear EarthTalk: The proposed
KeystoneXL oil pipeline from
Canada into the U.S. seems to get
all the headlines, but shouldn’t we
also be worried about the Energy
East pipeline? — Art Shea, Troy,
NY
The Energy East Pipeline is a
$12 billion project proposed by
TransCanada Corp. that will combine existing, converted natural gas
pipelines with new pipeline construction to carry oil some 2,800
miles across Canada from Alberta’s
tar sands fields to export terminals
in Quebec and New Brunswick.
Unlike TransCanada’s Keystone
XL pipeline proposal, which aims
to transport oil from Alberta to Nebraska, Energy East would not directly cross into the U.S. But environmentalists on both sides of the
border are concerned since Energy
East would transport 1.1 million
barrels of tar sands oil a day — 25
percent more than Keystone XL —
and will be the longest oil pipeline
on the continent.
Just as Keystone XL has been
shrouded in controversy and debate
in the U.S., Energy East faces fierce
opposition in Canada, where groups
like Environmental Defence and the

Council of Canadians believe the
pipeline threatens both sensitive
ecosystems and populated areas
with the risk of a spill. According
to the report Liquid Pipeline: Extreme Energy’s Threat to the Great
Lakes and the St. Lawrence River,
by Maude Barlow of the Council
of Canadians, Energy East would
cross the northern end of the Great
Lakes, including the St. Lawrence
River Basin watershed, threatening
many water systems along the way.
“In its preliminary project description filed with the National
Energy Board in March 2014,
TransCanada outlined details about
its plans to build a port in Cacouna,
Quebec, just north of RiviËre-deLoup on the St. Lawrence River,”
the report states. “Local residents
are very concerned that any accidents involving either the pipeline
or marine shipments along this
route would put the already endangered beluga whale population at
greater risk.”
For its part, TransCanada says
that it “understands the important
role all aquifers, rivers and lakes
play in maintaining sensitive and
vital ecosystems across Canada,”
but asserts that “pipelines remain

PLACES TO GO
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QUICK GETAWAYS

Cave of the Monkeys Restaurant

By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by Sandy Zimmerman
Although it is called the Cave of
the Monkeys (La Cueva del
Chango), you will not go into a cave
but the atmosphere and food is terrific. It is nature’s restaurant in
keeping with the uniqueness of the
Riviera Maya. Partly under a palapa
roof, the other section of the restaurant leads to a small outdoor private park-setting with dining areas
separated by the trees, plants and
flowers. The small pond is actually
pumped through a cave (cenote)
behind their property. Many years
ago monkeys arrived from the
jungles and used to live in the trees
but are not there anymore.
The restaurant started with four
tables and become so popular now
they seat 70 people.
And the food is unique too! You

will not find many of their dishes
anywhere else like the combinations of sauces with fruits and chilies. Another unique dish is mole
with fruit. The cook’s special
chicken mole contains over 40 different ingredients including almonds, peanuts, chocolate, cinnamon, four different dried chilies,
and more. I have not seen tuna
tostadas or fish filet with mole over
a guava and banana sauce before.
He also prepares traditional Mayan
dishes with the same ingredients as
they did hundreds of years ago. You
can order half portions if you are
not hungry or wish to try more than
one entrée.
The owner Andres Friederich
wants to accommodate his guests!
You will enjoy Mexico because
your money goes further with the
peso.
You do not have to dress up to

eat here. The Cave of the Monkeys
(La Cueva del Chango), is located
at 38th Street North, 5th Avenue &
the Beach, Playa del Carmen, Q.
Roo, Riviera Maya. Visit
www.lacuevadelchango.com
“Water Activities”
Kayaking is popular in Mexico
because the country has so many
lakes, lagoons, rivers, waterfalls,
caverns, waterways and long coastlines. There are rapids for all skill
levels from class 1, beginner, to
class 6, experts.
You can enjoy activities under
and in the water as well as on land.
Mexico has so much to offer, so
much variety to excite the tourist.
Each city is different with its own
charm.
For information, call (800)-44MEXICO. If you are interested in
unique settings for weddings,
couples getaways, family fun, busi-

ness meetings, tours, restaurants,
resorts, golf, museums, night life,
or whatever is on your mind, ask
questions and receive online information regarding visiting Mexico.
Their website offers a directory of
lodging, air lines, restaurants, nature, golf, car rentals, handcrafts,
bus lines and Mexico specialist
travel agents.
The Riviera Maya is surrounded
by the jungle with so many ways to
enjoy eco- adventures. The Riviera
Maya Tourism can assist you in
planning your trip.
The Cave of the Monkeys is just
one of many unique restaurants in
the Riviera Maya. See the Riviera
Maya’s website for information
about
restaurants, hotels, the Mayan
ruins, spas, golf, nightlife, and settings for weddings, honeymoons,
festivals, scuba diving, snorkeling,

and business conferences, and everything you want to know about
the
Riviera
Maya.Visit
www.rivieramaya.com.
*****
SUGGESTIONS: Do you have a
favorite city in the United States or
around the world? Please send the
reasons for your choice, your name,
telephone number, email and you
may win tickets to a free show or
other prizes. Award winning Sandy
Zimmerman has been involved in
producing television programs,
television commercials and travel
specials for 28 years. Sandy is a
syndicated Show and Dining Reviewer, travel writer, professional
photographer and talk show host of
the Las Vegas Today Show and Discover the Ultimate Vacation travel
specials. For information or questions about any of Sandy’s columns,
contact her at (702) 735-5974.

