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No One Belongs In Jail For A Plant
By Mindi Griffiths
Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
The Human Solution International is a grassroots network of
people that began in Southern California. Over the years the organization has grown to include over 50
chapters scattered nationally and internationally and is a federally recognized 501c3 nonprofit organization.
The purpose of The Human Solution International is to support
each other through the trials people
face as cannabis consumers. THSI
members believe standing in solidarity against the unfair treatment
of human rights will keep people
out of prison for a plant which has
been proven to have medicinal and
health benefits. Citizens’ tax dollars
are wasted on arresting and incarcerating people for cannabis despite
the growing number of laws passed.
The Human Solution International believes change begins with
education. Members teach fellow
citizens about Jury Nullification,
their right to say not guilty because
the law is inappropriate. Teaching
the public about their rights as a

My Point
of View
By Rolando Larraz

Ferguson Grand Jury
Once again the Las Vegas Tribune has been proven to be right
and the newspaper credibility goes
up writing true stories that no other
publication publishes.
Last week the newspaper
pointed out that federal prosecutors,
without knowing it, proved Las
Vegas Tribune right when it said
that the daily newspaper, Las Vegas Review-Journal, is not as well
read as it tries to make people believe.
Federal prosecutors in their efforts to convince a federal judge not
to grant the motion to move the
HOA trial out of the Las Vegas jurisdiction because of the bad publicity by the media, especially by
the Review-Journal, may jeopardize a fair trial for the defendants.
“The Review-Journal’s circulation covers only a small portion of
the more than 2 million residents
in the Las Vegas Valley and the
majority of its stories will have been
published long before the trial,” the
prosecutors wrote.
We have been saying that for
years and some people may think
that it’s jealousy or envy but nothing is farther from the truth; we are
very realistic in our organization
and are very well aware that we are
only a weekly with a small circulation — but lots and lots of readers.
And now the Ferguson, Missouri
Grand Jury also proves us to be
right when a representative of the
Las Vegas Tribune spoke at a Clark
County Commissioners meeting
and told the commissioners how
lucky they are for living in Clark
County because the Black community does not have any leaders and
they will never protest any of the
injustices the black residents receive from law enforcements,
elected officials and judicial officials. As expected, there were protesters everywhere after a grand
jury in Missouri did not indict a
police officer in the death of a black
man that had just robbed a family
grocery store in Ferguson, and was
about to be arrested.
There were protesters in Atlanta,
Georgia; Boston, Massachusetts; in
New York City, Oakland and Los
Angeles, California; but again, no
demonstration and no protests in
Las Vegas, Nevada.
While other cities had one to two
thousand people parade in their major streets Las Vegas had fewer than
thirty people watching the results
(See My Point of View, Page 2)

The Rhiannon Gonzales Story Conclusion:

juror can save countless people
from unnecessary prison time. If
there is no victim, there is no crime.
Making sure jurors know they can
determine the law is wrong will
help to end prohibition.
The Court Support program is a
powerful avenue THSI uses to accomplish their goals. Joe
Grumbine, CEO of THSI knows
firsthand the benefits of community
support in the courtroom. Joe, like
many other THSI members, is a victim of the drug war. “I enjoy my
freedom today in no small part because of all the court supporters that
attended the 18-day nightmare of
my trial. We will not stop until we
have a world where no one gets
locked up for a plant.”
Another vital aspect to the THSI
is the Prison Outreach and Adoption Program. Prisoners receive letters, emotional support, and money
(See Plant, Page 4)

DA Dena Rinetti describes
Elgin’s medical condition
By Rolando Larraz
Las Vegas Tribune
Part Five in a Series
Criminal Court on Tuesday, May
13, was not the triumph that it was
originally scheduled to be. Instead
of Willis reporting that he had released Gonzales from House Arrest
and restitution had been made, he
was reciting a list of the parole violations committed by Gonzales.
Willis stated that Gonzales was in
violation for failure to report, as
well as violations regarding controlled substances, directives and
conduct.
May 15, two women from the
Parole and Probation Department,
one of whom was Parole and Probation Specialist Terra Kolpak,
went to see Gonzales at Clark
County Detention Center and informed her of the options available
to her if she admitted to having a
drug problem. They clarified that
many who have opted for the “Drug
Court” after having violated proba-

tion were able to get their probation reinstated. On May 15,
Gonzales waived her rights to a preliminary hearing, requesting her
case go directly to court.
June 3, 2014, Criminal Court,

presided over once again by Honorable District Court Judge Valerie
Adair. Chief Deputy District Attorney Dena Rinetti, wearing stiletto
heels and towering over the diminutive Probation Officer R. Willis,

Natalie Tyrrell named Chief Judge
of North Las Vegas Justice Court
Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
North Las Vegas Justice of the
Peace Natalie L. Tyrrell has been
named the chief judge of North Las
Vegas Justice Court. Her two-year
term will begin January 5, 2015.
Justice courts with three or more
judges are required to elect a chief
judge.
This will be Judge Tyrrell’s second term as chief; she previously
served from 2009 through 2012.
“This is an honor and a privilege,” Tyrrell said. “North Las Vegas Justice Court is an increasingly

NATALIE L. TYRRELL

EVA BEHREND
Spokesperson for Uber
will try to work with Nevada officials to create a regulatory structure
that would benefit all Nevadans.
Uber and Mothers Against
Drunk Driving (MADD) are proud
to launch a Nevada partnership
this holiday weekend to fight
drunk driving and invest in safer

communities.
As part of its commitment to safe
communities, Uber will donate $1
of every ride taken in Nevada to
support MADD’s efforts to stop
drunken driving, support victims
and survivors of drunken driving
crashes, and prevent underage
drinking.
Editor’s note: Although not commonly known, all monies given to
MADD go to Irving, Texas, MADD
Central, and are used to solely support MADD Central and the functioning of 256 other states’ sub-organizations.
However, all monies given to
STOPDUI, a nonprofit, stay in Nevada. The funds are used for direct
assistance in various ways to aid
victims and the families of drunk
drivers. There is no connection
whatsoever between MADD AND
STOPDUI.

Uber is no longer allowed to
contribute to Nevada’s economy
Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
Despite the fact that the employment rate is still low in Nevada, the
Nevada Transportation Authority
has requested and received an injunction against Uber Technologies
Inc. for operating as a taxi service.
The Nevada Transportation Authority claims that the injunction
was based on Uber operating as a
taxi company without a license, but
many believe that the action is more
like a protection to the already existing taxi companies’ monopoly.
Every time anyone tries to start
a new “taxi” business to serve certain parts of the community, the taxi
companies step in and halt the move
for a competitor to operate in the
area, especially in Las Vegas.
Uber spokesperson Eva Behrend
said that the court’s decision would
cause the loss of over 1,000 jobs in
the state, and emphasized that Uber

swears Willis in. Willis reports that
on May 7 Gonzales refused to submit to a drug test, on May 8 she
failed to report and on May 9 she
was administered a drug test which
(See Gonzales, Page 6)

busy place and I look forward to
meeting the many challenges of this
growing jurisdiction.”
Tyrrell has been the North Las
Vegas Justice Court Department 2
Justice of the Peace since January
2001 and was the first woman to
be a judge in North Las Vegas. She
was re-elected in 2006 and 2012.
In 2002, Tyrrell created the outreach program KIDS IN THE
COURT in partnership with
C.P.Squires Elementary School, an
at-risk school in North Las Vegas.
This program educates fifth graders about the court system with an
emphasis on careers and the importance of staying in school.
Prior to her election, Tyrrell
spent almost nine years as an elder
attorney with the city of Las Vegas
Senior Citizens Law Project. She
also served as an attorney arbitrator for the state of Nevada.
Tyrrell has been a colleague with
the Nevada Law Foundation since
April 2006. She is currently serving on the State of Nevada Judicial
Council. Tyrrell is a participant
judge for Project REAL, wherein
she hosts students in her court annually. In 2004, she received the
Professional Services Award from
the Latin Chamber of Commerce
for her many contributions to our
community. Tyrrell is licensed to
practice law in Nevada, Minnesota
and before the U.S. Supreme Court.
Justice Court handles misdemeanors, traffic matters, and felony
arraignments; civil disputes under
$10,000; small claims and landlord
tenant disputes. Last year, North
Las Vegas Justice Court handled
over 11,000 cases.

FROM THE DESK OF GORDON MARTINES

LVMPD: A Den of Iniquity

By Gordon Martines
A den of iniquity: There could
be no more apropos name for the
LVMPD. This congregation
(LVMPD) deals in and adheres to
lies, theft, dirty politics, coverups
and egregious murders, even to the
murder of one of their own. How

sad this all is, even though the police department still attempts to proclaim justice, honor, and integrity
for all, which we all know to be
false claims emanating from a Den
of Iniquity known as the LVMPD.
Try as they may, even with the
help of the mainstream media, the

LVMPD’s dark soul and criminal
stain of corruption shows through
the cracks. The latest proclamation
is for more cops and more body
cameras, as this will allegedly make
us all feel safer and bring back
honor and integrity to the PD,
through accountability and disci-

pline. Nice try, but another “Fail.”
The poison of corruption has already been injected, and if you really think that a band-aid will fix
the problem, then you need to rethink that line of flawed thinking
and wake up to reality.
(See From the Desk, Page 6)
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Lame duck 101:
What to expect from the last days of this Congress

Congress returns to address its last items of business before the new Congress
elected in the midterms takes over in January. Here are three things to look for.

By Francine Kiefer
Christian Science Monitor
WASHINGTON — Back from
Thanksgiving feasting, members of
Congress are now diving into a
plate of leftover business before the
newly elected members are seated
in January. They aim to finish by
the end of next week, though it
could take longer.
One way for Americans to judge
this lame-duck session is to watch
what happens with the menu items
— the budget, tax breaks, nominee
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Quote of the Week:

“Social justice cannot be
attained by violence.
Violence kills what it intends
to create.”
— Pope John Paul II

Please Note:

Although the Las Vegas Tribune
is open to all and sundry opinions about what we publish, we
wish to inform all those who
choose to submit their opinions
in writing to refrain from threatening anyone about whom an article is written or the writer of
the article. In other words, any
opinions containing threats will
not be published. We thank you
for adhering to this policy.

MISSION
STATEMENT

We search for the truth, embrace the truth, and print the truth.
If we inadvertently print something that is not true, we will let
our readers know. We are open to
documented information to shed
light on any issue of concern to
our readers. We are of service to
our community, and it is our intention to serve our community
the best way we can.

confirmations, and so on. Will lawmakers tidily put these issues away,
or just pick at them?
Another way to consider this
period is to see what it may hint
about politics to come — what it
may show, for instance, about the
Republicans’ ability to govern when
they control both chambers, as they
will come Jan. 6.
Here are three political questions
to ask as the session unfolds:
Is House Speaker John
Boehner pushing,
or being pushed by,
the Tea Party caucus?
This has been the story to watch
ever since the Tea Party wave of
2010. As Speaker Boehner (R) of
Ohio himself has commented: “If
you’re a leader and nobody’s following you, you’re just a guy out
for a walk.”
Boehner has so far been unable
to get out in front of his caucus —
whether it was his unsuccessful attempt to stop a partial government
shutdown in 2013 or his inability
to nudge the House toward immigration reform earlier this year.
Watch to see what happens with the
budget to get a sense of Boehner’s
leadership strength as he looks toward a new House with an even
bigger GOP majority.
The federal government runs out
of money on Dec. 11. The speaker
would like the House to pass one
big bill that incorporates 12 funding packages for each of the areas
of government spending. He wants
the funding to stretch through the

With job approval ratings in single digits, Congress is at record lows in
public opinion. Is it because the nation’s lawmakers are truly performing
badly? Or is the institution — viewed by Founding Fathers as the
preeminent branch — maligned and misunderstood?
fiscal year that ends next Sept. 30 legislation of their own. On Tues— so that the new Congress can day, the House Judiciary Commitstart the year with a clean slate.
tee will hold a hearing on Mr.
But some conservatives want to Obama’s immigration “overreach.”
use the budget as leverage to push
Americans can expect a GOPback at President Obama’s immi- controlled Congress to push back
gration executive action, portend- against a president determined to
ing another budget showdown.
use his pen and his phone to rack
How are Republicans reup legacy points that he can’t get
sponding to the president’s
through Congress. Watching the
immigration action?
GOP discussion on immigration can
Many Republicans believe the give an idea of how hard Republipresident’s executive move to pro- cans might push in other areas, says
tect millions of illegal immigrants Julian Zelizer, a professor at
from deportation is not only an un- Princeton University.
constitutional power grab but also
The lame duck is likely too short
bad policy.
of a period for a clear plan to
They’re talking about all kinds emerge, but look to see what’s gainof countermeasures — from censur- ing momentum, he says.
ing the president, to budget pres“If they don’t do anything, it
sure, to passing piecemeal reform could be a sign that this is really the

My Point of View
(Continued from Page 1)
on their cell phones in front of Dr.
Martin Luther King’s statue at the
corner of Martin Luther King and
Cary Boulevard.
Another eleven people were at
Fremont Street, but no noise was
made and the NAACP of Nevada
was absent at both events as it was
only the Urban League, the Urban
Chamber of Commerce and some
pastor or representative of a black
community church.
There may not be any merit in
protesting or demonstrating the results of the grand jury’s finding in
the shooting of a man that just
robbed a family grocery store and
was caught doing so on the store
surveillance camera.
However, the point is that what
we have been saying for a very long
time is being proven again, one
more time, because those self-proclaimed black leaders are too busy
fraternizing with public officials of
any race, playing the role of a “well
connected” member of the black
community.
On that day at the County Commissioners meeting the head of the
NAACP in Nevada and former City
Council, Frank Hawkins Jr, was sitting in the audience accompanied
by the head of the Las Vegas Police
Protective Association (LVPPA),
Chris Collins.
Ironically, the LVPPA, the police
union that represents the rank and
file of the department, later hired
Detective Bryan Yant, who had
killed a young black man that was
naked in the bathroom of the apartment he shared with his pregnant
girlfriend, and no black leader or
any member of the community protested or demonstrated that horrible
assassination of Trevon Cole.
Hawkins took offense to our
statement of the black community
having no leader and told us to mind
our own business; we had to remind
the NAACP “leader” that we did
not hear him complaining when we
defended him when he was about
to be entrapped for having a “private dance” by an underage stripper.
The history of black unarmed
people being abused by local law
enforcement doesn’t apply only to
the present administration; there
was also the Charles Bush murder
by two police detectives.
Bush, a casino floor supervisor,
was home sleeping when two police detectives illegally forced their

way into his home and shocked
him; no outrage from the community, no punishment to the badgecarrying, gun-holding culprits, and
everything was just “business as
usual” with no complaints filed and
no apologies by the administration
and most definitely no grand jury
investigation — but the murder cost
Clark County residents over one
million dollars in a settlement.
It is a well kept secret — only to
those who are blindfolded and
refuse to accept the fact — that Las
Vegas Metropolitan Police Department ranked third, behind Houston
and Chicago, in officer-involved
shootings per capita and is out of
control.
Google and other media organizations’ reports show that during the
period 1990 to 2011, the department
reported 310 shooting incidents,
115 of them fatal; but Las Vegas
will never be another Ferguson,
Missouri. Although the local population is less than ten percent Black,
about a third of those shot by the
police are Black.
Maybe the national news is not
publicizing the murders of young
Black people in Clark County because the community as a whole is
not making enough noise to attract
the interest of the networks and the
national press corps.
In less than a decade several
Blacks were killed by police and
few of them were minors or about
the same age as Michael Brown, the
teen killed by police in Ferguson,
who has been in the news for weeks
now due to the publicity created by
riots in that small city protesting

Brown’s shooting.
On 12 December 2011, Officer
Jesus Arevalo shot and killed
Stanley Gibson in a standoff at an
apartment complex after misinterpreting the orders of a superior that
had just arrived at the scene.
Arevalo, a minority police officer, ended up being fired while the
supervisor that gave the confusing
order is still in the department and
Detective Bryan Yant, after murdering an unarmed Black man was promoted to Executive Director of the
police union as a favor to the newly
elected sheriff, Joe Lombardo, who
was Yant’s boss when the murder
occurred.
Under no circumstances do we
want to instigate protests from the
Black community of Clark County.
We just wonder where the help is

dynamic that we will have for a
while, with the president just working around Congress as Congress
complains — unless they give signs
they are going to somehow push
back either by making other things
more difficult for him or by directly
challenging his executive power.”
Also worth looking for: whether
Boehner and pending Senate majority leader Mitch McConnell (R) of
Kentucky are on the same page on
this, and other, issues.
Are Democrats cracking up?
They just got pummeled in the
midterm elections, and they’re
pointing fingers — at each other.
After the election, Nancy Pelosi (D)
of California reportedly won a loud
voice vote of approval to retain her
position as House minority leader,
but at least six senators voted
against Harry Reid (D) of Nevada
as their leader (enough to show displeasure though not enough to
knock him out of the post).
Last week, Sen. Chuck Schumer
(D) of New York set off a tweeting
firestorm with White House loyalists when he pointed to administration missteps with the Affordable
Care Act and other issues.
Fissures could widen between
now and Christmas.
For instance, a bipartisan deal
over tax breaks may not make it
over the finish line. Senator Reid
had reportedly signed off on the
deal with Boehner, but the White
House threatened a veto because it
didn’t include tax breaks to help
families and poor people.
from Black figures in the nation,
figures such as President Obama,
Jessie Jackson, the Rev. Al
Sharpton, and the Justice Department — especially when Veteran
Stanley Gibson was killed under the
Obama administration.
The Black community of Clark
County also deserves recognition
from those supposed leaders, because the NAACP will just not give
what they need.
My name is Rolando Larraz, and
as always, I approved this column.
*****
Rolando Larraz is Editor in
Chief of the Las Vegas Tribune. His
column appears weekly in this
newspaper. To contact Rolando
Larraz,
email
him
at:
Rlarraz@lasvegastribune.com or
at 702-868-NEWS (6397)
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Tune in and listen to those who will tell you
the truth, and nothing but the truth. You’ll
discover different personalities and hear
different opinions, but when it comes to the
facts, you’ll always get the truth from us!
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Last Chance to Donate Toys for
Las Vegas area Military Families

Operation Homefront, the national non-profit organization that
provides emergency financial and
other assistance to military families,
is joining with Dollar Tree to launch
its annual Holiday Toy Drive to
collect gifts for military kids. Operation Homefront is teaming up
with more than 20 Dollar Tree
stores in and around Las Vegas to
collect purchased toys to be distributed to the children of service members this holiday season. Thursday
will be the last day to donate.
This year marks the eighth annual joint campaign by Operation
Homefront and Dollar Tree to support military families during the
holiday season. Anyone wishing to
make this year’s holidays brighter
for military families can go to their
local Dollar Tree store and purchase
toys to be distributed to the children
of our service members.
More information on the Holiday Toy Drive is available at
OperationHomefront.net/
HolidayToys.
OperationHomefront.net also
accepts online contributions for all
of Operation Homefront’s programs to assist military families.
“The expense of the holiday season often impacts the budgets of our
most junior enlisted members significantly,” states Annie Baca, Executive Director of Operation
Homefront Nevada. “For those
families with children, parents are
often overwhelmed trying to fit the
expense of gifts into an already
stretched budget. Our Holiday Toy
Drive assists military parents in providing presents to their children
during tough economic times. Your
contributions to Operation
Homefront’s Holiday Toy Drive —
either through online monetary donations or donations of toys —
helps our nation’s heroes — active
and wounded — to provide a festive holiday for their families.”
Thanks in large measure to the
tremendous support of Dollar Tree
patrons, in 2013 Operation
Homefront’s Holiday Toy Drive
collected more than 8.3 million toys
nationwide for military kids. Log
on to OperationHomefront.net for
more details on how to help military families.
Participating stores include the
locations at Tropicana Centre,
Nellis Crossig, and Rancho Sierra
Center. Once the program ends,
Operation Homefront volunteers
will collect and distribute the gifts
to military children during the holiday season.
*****

CLEAR biometric identity
platform launches at
McCarran Airport
CLEAR, a leading provider of
advanced biometric identity sys-

tems, which brings serious speed to
travelers, is now available at Las
Vegas’s McCarran International
Airport. Clark County Commissioner Steve Sisolak will be joined
by Rosemary Vassiliadis, Clark
County director of aviation, and
representatives from the Las Vegas
Convention and Visitors Authority
to officially welcome the arrival of
CLEAR at McCarran as it becomes
the 10th U.S. airport to offer the
CLEAR experience to its travelers.
Safety Act Certified by the Department of Homeland Security as
Qualified Anti-Terrorism Technology, CLEAR members use their
biometrics (fingerprint and iris) to
verify their identity, allowing them
consistent and expedited screening
at major U.S. airports across the
country. CLEAR members average
less than five minutes through airport security checkpoints.
Travelers who sign up at
CLEAR airport locations may enroll for a two month free trial.
CLEAR membership is less than
$15/month for unlimited use in all
locations. Members may add their
spouse or partner for an additional
$50/year, and children under 18 are
always free (no CLEAR card required). CLEAR also welcomes
military personnel and corporations
at preferred rates.
CLEAR serves all airlines, domestic or international, at
McCarran Airport.
*****
Raft the Colorado River with
Santa this Christmas
Everyone knows Christmas Eve
is a BIG day for jolly old St. Nick—
and this year he’s going to be even
busier than ever. On Wednesday,
Dec. 24, families can join Black
Canyon River Adventures for an
unforgettable 12-mile “Rafting with
Santa” journey along the Colorado
River.
This special trip is being offered

for one day only this year and will
include:
—Santa Claus and his helpers
will pilot the rafts on this smoothwater river adventure
—Ground transportation provided by one of Santa’s elves
—Gifts for each passenger
—Boxed lunch and bottled water for a picnic stop on a sandy
beach along the way
—Complimentary cookies, hot
chocolate and Christmas music at
Willow Beach Marina, where the
river trip ends
This unique excursion takes approximately 4.5 hours (6.5 hours including transportation to and from
Las Vegas) and departs from the
base of Hoover Dam aboard a motor-assisted raft. Guests will enjoy
and learn about the history, desert
wildlife and beauty in the Black
Canyon of the Colorado River. The
tour meets at the Hoover Dam
Lodge in Boulder City; out-of-town
guests may arrange for round-trip
transportation from their hotel.
The “Rafting with Santa” tour
departs at 10 a.m. Guests are asked
to check in by 9:30 a.m. at the main
entrance of the Hacienda Hotel. The
cost for adults (16 years and older)
is $92; for children 13 to 15 years,
$87, and for children 5 to 12 years,
$58. Children under 5 are free.
Round-trip transportation to and

from a Las Vegas-area hotel is $44
per person.
To make reservations for this
tour, go to the website
www.BlackCanyonAdventures.com
or call (800) 455-3490.
*****
Holiday Party Warnings
From NFIB
The holiday party season is here
and the Small Business Legal Center at the National Federation of
Independent Business is advising its
members to keep celebrations safe
by watching out for two problem
areas — drunk driving and harassment.
Drunk Driving
An increasing number of states
require employers to exercise reasonable care to prevent injuries by
intoxicated employees leaving holiday parties. To minimize the risk of
liability an employer should do the
following:
—Use professional bartenders,
and instruct them not to serve anyone who appears intoxicated.
—Nevada requires most bartenders to take an alcohol awareness class and have an alcohol education card. Hiring a certified bartender can save you from getting a
fine, as well as better protect you
in case liability issues arise.
—Distribute drink tickets to
limit the number of free drinks.
—Serve lots of free food to soak
up the alcohol.
—Ask trusted managers and su-

pervisors to be on the look-out for
people who have had too much to
drink and unable to drive or need
assistance getting home.
—Pay for cabs to take impaired
employees and guests home or offer designated drivers.
Harassment
Socializing, alcohol, and mistletoe combine to create an environment that can lead to sexual harassment or fighting. Just because it’s a
holiday party doesn’t mean you
can’t be liable for what happens as
an employer. Employee lawsuits
can result from voluntary events
held outside the office and outside
normal work hours.
—Remind employees about
your harassment policies before the
party.
—If your business does not have
an anti-harassment policy, get one!
Have it reviewed by an attorney.
—Don’t hang mistletoe.
—Ask trusted managers and supervisors to intervene and stop in
any fighting or inappropriate conduct they witness.
Finally, make sure that all employees understand that a holiday
party is a work-related activity, and
that rules for appropriate work behavior still apply.
City Beat is a compilation of
news and views of our editorial and
writing team, along with reader
submissions and topics. Readers
are invited to suggest a local topic
or any other items of interest.
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Isn’t that the “Kettle” calling the “Pot” black?
By Lori Murphy
Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
With the widespread rumble of
medical marijuana flooding the
newspapers, social media sites, and
politicians pockets, it’s hard not to
take some notice. Everywhere you
look is a pharmacy eager to meet
the needs of the ever-growing community, so why should medicinal
marijuana be any different? Supporters and advocates for the decriminalization of marijuana see
hope at the end of the tunnel as capital ventures’ open the doors for
growth in this industry. This is indicative that America is altering its
perspective on marijuana.
However, we still live in a society where hypocrisy and political
gain run rampant in our judicial system. Case in point, Galen Fisher,
Las Vegas iron worker and family
man, opened and operated a small
altruistic alternative treatment center, “The Flower Garden,” with the
intent to help patients obtain knowledge and medical marijuana cards.
Although in its fledgling stage, the
alternative treatment center, which
had been marketed through
Craigslist and its 1-800 numbers,
attracted many individuals in need
of help in their search for a safe alternative to the pharmaceutical
chemicals masked as medications.
Their mission was to help those
with medical needs, a safe and professional means of obtaining the
medical marijuana. From veterans
traumatized daily with PTSD, to
those fighting to survive brain cancer or chronic pain, to those who
need handfuls of pills to ease what
has become overwhelming, The
flower Garden enhanced the ability for them to face their struggles

Plant

in a holistic healing way as opposed
to enduring the countless side effects offered by pharmaceutical
companies.
Mr. Fisher is not the only one to
see the growing popularity of the
medical marijuana trend. Several
key members of the judicial system
have applications in to start their
own dispensaries, as well as members of the newly formed task force
designed to eliminate the competition. Also known as S.C.O.R.E.,

(Continued from Page 1)
on their books. Many prisoners have been helped through the adopt-aprisoner program. Businesses and individuals adopting a prisoner provide regular assistance to the prisoner’s various needs. Many adoptees
assist the prisoner’s family and provide extra support during the holidays. Kristin Flor, Vice President of THSI is passionate about the program due, in part, to her personal experience as the daughter of a medical
marijuana caregiver who went to prison because marijuana is still a schedule one drug. Richard Flor died a miserable and tormented death chained
to his table after exposure to abuse by the less than adequate medical care
in the prison system. Kristin says, “No one should have to die in prison
for our plant. As we pass laws that say it is legal, we still have almost 50
prisoners serving life sentences.”
Locally, board member for The Human Solution International and Head
of the Medical Caregivers Institute, Liz McDuffie, has donated a space
for both organizations to use for meetings and other needs. To find out
about future chapter meetings please contact Las Vegas chapter leader,
Fredrica Ballard, at thsivegas@gmail.com.
If you would like to join the fight for freedom with The Human Solution International, please visit http://www.thsintl.org/.

undercover agents set out to shut
down the only way patients can
currently obtain their cannabis.
Unfortunately for Mr. Fisher,
these pillars of the community,
sworn to protect our rights, have
other self-serving interests first. Mr.
Fisher was tracked down and arrested for the same actions these
“leaders” are investing in, and is
currently being held in lieu of
$100,000 bail for less than an ounce
of pot (20.5 gms). Housed with
murderers, over a misdemeanor
amount, sounds like cruel and unusual punishment, not to mention
the disregard for reasonable bail;
Galen is forced to fight this battle
with his hands tied, from the inside.

Yet taxpayers’ money and judicial
resources are being wasted to foot
the bill of incarceration and prosecution.
Several advocacy groups have
joined Mr. Fisher, as well as count-

less other “Cannabis POWs,”
namely The Human Solution INT.,
a non-profit group fighting battles
all across the U.S. for patient rights.
“Because no one should go to jail
for a Plant.”
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Boehner floats plan to avoid shutdown.
But will hardline Republicans go along?

The dilemma for the speaker is this: how to avoid a government shutdown while still exerting maximum
pressure on President Obama over his ‘executive amnesty’ for millions of undocumented immigrants.
By Francine Kiefer
Christian Science Monitor
WASHINGTON — With nine
days left before the federal government runs out of money, House
Speaker John Boehner’s ability to
herd his unruly caucus toward a
budget deal is now being tested. On
Tuesday, he floated a plan that Senate Democrats — who control the
upper chamber — say they are open
to.
But will Mr. Boehner’s hardline
conservatives in the House go
along?
The dilemma for the speaker is
this: how to avoid a government
shutdown while still exerting maximum pressure on President Obama
over his “executive amnesty” for
millions of undocumented immigrants. Republicans believe the action is not only unconstitutional, but

also bad policy.
Boehner floated a plan on Tuesday that he hopes will move House
Republicans to yes — a tough job
that he once likened to keeping
frogs in a wheelbarrow. He proposes passing legislation that would
fully fund all except one federal
agency through the end of the fiscal year that ends on Sept. 30, while
keeping the Department of Homeland Security on a short fiscal leash.
That department, which handles
immigration policy, would only be
funded for a few months next year
— when the GOP will control both
houses of Congress. The point of
the restriction is to register Republican displeasure, and also preserve
leverage when funding runs out.
Over in the Senate, majority
leader Harry Reid (D) of Nevada
expressed openness to this budget

JOHN BOEHNER
hybrid. “It’s something I’ll look at
very closely,” he told reporters. “I
think it’s a shame that they’re not
going to include the Homeland Se-

curity appropriations bill, but I understand why they’re doing it. We’ll
take a look at it.”
But the frogs are restless.
Conservative Rep. John
Flemming (R) of Louisiana told
reporters that he wants the homeland security portion to expire as
soon as the new Congress is seated
— or close to it — so that Republicans can exert maximum leverage
immediately. Rep. Matt Salmon of
Arizona said the legislation ought
to include a rider forbidding funds
to be spent on carrying out the
president’s plan — a nonstarter in
the Senate. Rep. Ral Labrador (R)
of Idaho told reporters that a government shutdown should still be on
the table as a bargaining chip.
Others conservatives questioned
Boehner’s plan when he presented
it in a closed-door session to his

Ashton Carter emerges as top pick for
Defense. Why Obama might want a wonk.

The Oxford University-educated theoretical physicist has a reputation for getting
things done and is well-regarded by Republicans, particularly Sen. John McCain.
By Anna Mulrine
Christian Science Monitor
WASHINGTON — After a
number of prominent candidates
dropped out of the running for secretary of Defense, Ashton Carter
has emerged from the Beltway rumor mill as the White House’s
choice for the job, a not-so-flashy
pick that highlights President
Obama’s desire for a known quantity with a reputation for getting
things done. Dr. Carter is widely regarded as a stable numbers guru
who has demonstrated enduring
compassion for U.S. troops.
The Pentagon, for its part, is
keeping mum.
“I’m obviously mindful of the
swirl out there,” Rear Adm. John
Kirby, Pentagon press secretary,
said in a briefing Tuesday afternoon. “This is a decision that only
the president can make, and only
the president can announce.”
He added that the Pentagon had
“no information about who the
nominee might be, and when the
nominee might be announced.”
Dr. Carter would be a popular
pick with a number of Republicans,
most notably Sen. John McCain (R)
of Arizona, the new chairman of the
Senate Armed Services Committee
— an important consideration for a
White House bracing for a tough
confirmation hearing that will no
doubt turn into a referendum on the
Obama administration’s policies in
the Middle East and elsewhere.
Carter is “a very good man,”
Senator McCain told Fox News.
“I think he’s been very good on
defense acquisition and some other
programs,” he added. “I just hope
that he realizes that if he takes the
job, he will not have influence, just
as his three predecessors didn’t, on
national security policy. As long as
he understands that, then so be it.”
Carter served as deputy secretary of Defense — the Pentagon’s
No. 2 job — from 2011 to 2013.
With a doctorate in theoretical
physics from Oxford University,
Carter has long specialized in the

ers, however, still needed to have a
fire lit under them.”
Carter even helped to develop a
plan to disrupt the fertilizer supply
chain, making it more difficult for
insurgents to obtain bomb-making
ingredients, Gates notes.
Carter has also demonstrated a
willingness to play hardball. When
the ever-embattled F-35 Joint Strike

Fighter jet was over budget and
under-performing, Carter developed a plan for Gates that included
withholding a considerable $614
million in performance fees from
Lockheed Martin and firing the
two-star general who was the program manager.
“I accepted all his recommendations,” Gates writes.

conference on Tuesday morning. A
sweetener also was offered: The
House will vote this week on some
form of a resolution by Rep. Ted
Yoho (R) of Florida that would say
the executive branch doesn’t have
the authority to defer deportations.
It would have only symbolic value,
as Senator Reid said he would not
take it up.
Boehner says he is still considering options — including ones to
be taken next year — and that no
final decision has been made about
the response to the executive action
on immigration.
“Frankly, we have limited options and limited abilities to deal
with it directly,” he admitted at a
press conference on Tuesday morning. “But that’s why we’re continuing to talk to our members.”
Should this plan, or something
similar that is acceptable to Democrats, actually beat the budget deadline of Dec. 11 and be signed by the
president, Boehner will have “come
out OK in that there is no shutdown,” says Julian Zelizer, a professor of history and public affairs
at Princeton University in New Jersey.
“But the pressure he is feeling
from the right suggests the civil war
that Republicans have been fighting is only going to get worse once
the GOP is fully in control of Congress,” Professor Zelizer wrote in
an e-mail. “The Tea Party is making clear with immigration they will
not roll over and they will give
Boehner lots of problems if he tries
to start making deals.”

lasvegasprintingcenter@gmail.com

ASHTON CARTER
complex world of military procurement. When he was undersecretary
of Defense for Acquisition from
2009 to 2011, for example, it was
his job to sign off on the billions in
new weapons and technology that
the building buys each year.
Former Defense Secretary Leon
Panetta writes in his new memoir
that he elevated Carter to be his
deputy in part because he admired
the way in which Carter helped
Panetta’s predecessor, Robert
Gates, rapidly field mine-resistant
vehicles in Iraq and Afghanistan by
“smashing some old bureaucratic
totems. That’s no small feat,” Mr.
Panetta wrote, adding that Carter is
also “the rare leader who understood both the policy and budget
sides of the agency.”
“He’s a wonk, a nuclear physicist and author, but he’s also a compassionate commander who would
slip out on weekends to visit
wounded soldiers at Bethesda and
Walter Reed” medical centers,
Panetta added.
Mr. Gates, for his part, recalls
that when he established a task
force to tackle roadside bombs in
2009, he asked Mr. Carter to head
it up and get the equipment there
with all due haste. Carter “seized
the opportunity with real passion,”
he wrote in his 2014 memoir. “Oth-

NA Meeting Change

The “Just For Today” meeting
will be moving from the 51 Club
to 206 South Texas Avenue,
Henderson.
First meeting will be held on
Saturday, Dec. 6, at 6:30 p.m.
This will be a campfire meeting,
also on Sundays at 11:30 a.m.
All are welcome.
Please spread the word.
Remember we don’t use no
MATTER WHAT!

NA
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Gonzales

(Continued from Page 1)
showed positive for methamphetamine and amphetamine. Invoking
the search clause Gonzales’ phone
was discovered in her car. In the
phone text messages were discovered that indicated that Ms
Gonzales was selling controlled
substances. Willis did admit that up
to that point she had always tested
clean and that he was just about to
allow visits with her daughter.
In addition, Willis stated, “there
was a video on Gonzales’ phone of
a baby, who has just been identified as her son, and her daughter,
with Gonzales’ voice in the background, which showed that she had
not adhered to her stipulation of ‘no
contact’.” In actuality, the video had
been sent to Gonzales by her daughter, taken at her grandmother’s
house, and it was Gonzales’
mother’s voice that was heard in the
background.
Willis never spoke again as
Rinetti took over, ultimately demanding a prison sentence for
Gonzales. Gonzales admitted to
having done drugs, but not to selling them. John Piro pointed out that
Gonzales had been under an enormous amount of stress, including
financial. He told of her inability to
complete a 40-hour work week due
to her probation commitments, thus
disqualifying her from being paid
any of her earned commissions. He
told of her recent car trouble, shutting off of utilities, not being able
to see the doctor because the facil-

RHIANNON GONZALES
ity required payment at time of service, concluding that this entire ordeal must have been extremely difficult to handle, and she finally
broke. Piro asked that she be placed
into a drug rehabilitation program.
But then Rinetti dropped the
bombshell, “And she’s pregnant!”
There was complete silence for a
split second. Then Judge Valerie
Adair pronounced “Probation Revoked” and stood up and left the
courtroom in disgust, as did
Gonzales’ family, who were dumbfounded at the revelation.
Afterward, when Gonzales was
visited by her family, she reported
that she was not pregnant, saying
that she too was just as surprised to
hear that as anyone else. She
pointed out that if she were pregnant she would not be able to get
accepted to the Fire Camp that she

(Continued from Page 1)
The cancerous corruption that
still infects the police administration, needs to be totally immersed
and eviscerated. Only then can the
police department move forward,
re-grow and heal.
Body cameras and a greater
number of officers cannot fix the
past disruptive ramifications of affirmative action, quotas, substandard hiring, and military veteran
preference points in order to qualify
for initial entry into the police academy. And then later, these wrongfully hired “substandards” are to be
given special considerations because of their lack of basic skills
and IQ in order to fill those quotas
and affirmative action numbers by
the government.
A simple examination of the initial background, evaluations and
history reports of officers involved
in questionable incidents will prove
out the connection to hiring practices and preferential treatment,
promotion to higher ranks and the
incidents of criminal corruption incidents. The promotion of
“substandards” to higher ranks and
token high-ranking positions, in
order to remove them from actual
police work, used to be very low;
now it is in the majority and has
overwhelmed the police administration.
Initially, in the early ’70s, the
hiring of female applicants was in
low demand and was rarely accepted, except on a one-to-one basis, as needed. Affirmative action
demanded an increase of female
acceptance, regardless of their
sexual preference. Today, approximately 85 percent of female police
officers are homosexual, and are
very quick to proclaim their entitled
place in the police department, with
public displays of their sexual preference, sometimes even on duty,
and almost a secret dare for anyone
to question their actions. Their secret homosexual club (BIG GIRLS
CLUB-BG’S) coupled with their
special tattoos signifying their solidarity, and their continual intimidation of new female recruits to enlist into their special club, and to
help pass the academy, only fuels
the fire of destruction for the law
enforcement service and lowers the
morale of the entire department.
The hiring of Black or Hispanic
— and some White — applicants
of substandard qualifications, and
the special preferential treatment
later on in order to make it through
the academy and field training, is

openly evident when you see the
type of substandard work that is
produced on a regular basis and is
covered up with the help of experienced qualified officers who are
ordered to correct these deficiencies
and to redact and resubmit criminal reports that should never have
been submitted in the first place —
and it’s all done on a regular basis
and is now accepted practice. There
is no discipline for these
“substandards.” You can’t fix stupid.
There is a logic in hiring these
substandard police applicants by the
police administration — they are
much easier to control and be made
to obey any orders, however illegal
and unconstitutional the orders may
be. The leverage that the police administration uses against these substandard officers to comply is, of
course, their job status and even
being charged with a manufactured
criminal act; add in the fact that
these substandard officers are
mostly cowards and have no personal character or integrity, that
they will do whatever they are told
to do (including perjury and murder, i.e. LVMPD Officer Kevin
Scott Dailey, in December of 2007);
in order to get along, you go along.
It just came to me: the murder
of LVMPD Officer Kevin Scott
Dailey, whereby the LVMPD is directly complicit, is considered
Capital Murder, and thus qualifies
for the big Needle and the long dirt
nap. I hope the present and past
police administration is feeling the
noose tightening around their
necks, as they should.
More money, more cops, more
body cameras? I think not. Better
hiring standards, accountability for
past crimes, re-examination of certain criminal prosecutions, and the
purging of criminals from the police administration? A big “YES.”
IN GOD WE TRUST
Gordon Martines is a former
LVMPD detective who has served
in many capacities over his 39-year
career in law enforcement. He has
been a candidate for sheriff in 2002,
2006, 2010 and 2014, with the intention of bringing integrity and accountability back to the department,
and filed a federal lawsuit against
LVMPD in 2011. Martines now
contributes his opinions and ideas
to the Las Vegas Tribune to keep the
public informed and help improve
policing in Las Vegas. He has also
appeared on the Face the Tribune
radio program several times to
share his plan for a better LVMPD.

From The Desk

had learned about and had already
planned to request.
Today Rhiannon Gonzales, an
inmate of the Nevada Prison System, is part of a crew of the Nevada
Fire Forestry Division, working on
fires, floods and forestry projects.
In order to be accepted she had a
rigorous test to pass and could not
have any write-ups against her.
Apparently Gonzales was not pregnant. She earns $1.00 an hour when
they are working on a project, and
$1.00 a day when they are not. She
sees a therapist and attends church
services regularly. She has still not
been approved any visitors since
her arrival at the Florence McClure
Women’s Facility on June 17, prior
to being reassigned to the facility
that staffs the Forestry Division. On
September 26, 2014, her mother
spoke to Rhonda Larsen of Family
Services for Nevada Department of
Corrections, to inquire about getting permission for the children to
visit. Ms Larsen found that there
were visitation restrictions with
Gonzales’ children placed by the
Nevada Department of Corrections.
She then told Gonzales’ mother
which form to instruct Gonzales to
request so that she can appeal the
restrictions.
The children are both healthy
and as happy as can be expected,
living in Southern California.
Iyanna is currently on the volleyball and drill teams at school and,
like both her parents, writes lyrics/
poetry, and she studies ballet. She
also plays basketball and is the star
of her softball team. Thankfully,
Elgin is in perfect health. He is an
extremely bright boy, who already

shows signs of excelling at basketball and soccer, he attends a weekly
storytime at the library, a child development class with his caregiver
once a week and will soon be joining a sports league for toddlers.
They are being raised by their fathers, grandparents and an excellent
caregiver for Elgin. They love each
other very much; but Iyanna still
misses her mother tremendously
and Elgin does not even know his.
One wonders how this situation
ever escalated to the point that it
did. Could it be possible that the
powers that be in Las Vegas, Nevada employ such inept humans
that they cannot even interpret a
medical report correctly? Is it that
they have too much of a case load
to actually pay attention? Or is this
simply a case of female bullying, a
group of women taking a dislike to
another woman? — although it is
appalling to think that anyone, especially in a professional capacity,
could be so malicious.
Chief Deputy District Attorney
Dena Rinetti, who will apparently
stop at nothing to build her career
stats, is the epitome of the proverbial saying “If she had brains she
would be dangerous.” Rinetti has
been awarded enormous power
with no accountability. She has
demonstrated how much disregard
she has for the state’s resources by
all that was wasted on this case. But
let’s face it: the judicial and prison
systems are big money-making
businesses.
Because the CPS workers involved in this case were not licensed, the family was not able to
file any formal complaints against

them. One wonders what exactly
was going on in the mind of Child
Development Specialist Violeta
Menjivar, as there were no previous calls made against Gonzales,
and her children displayed none of
the behavior signs usually associated with abused children. Quite the
contrary; in fact, could it be as
simple as the fact that even though
Gonzales is Latina, she does not
speak Spanish? Or the fact that her
children are half Black?
Several attempts were made to
contact Lisa Ruiz-Lee, Department
of Family Services Director, for
comment, but all were ignored. It
should be noted that Lisa Ruiz-Lee,
an advocate for the department’s
use of psychotropic medications,
was instrumental in bringing about
the implementation of an Enterprise
Resource Planning System between
the Clark County Judicial System,
Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department, Regional Transportation
Commission of Southern Nevada
and University Medical Center —
which includes Children’s Hospital
Nevada. This seemingly logical
implementation of resources would
be the impetus that created the police state that brought the burden to
bear for Gonzales and her two children.
If there is one thing to be learned
from this, it is this: Never believe
that something like this cannot happen to you. This was the last thing
that this family would have ever
imagined having to live through.
Gonzales’ life plans were that of her
protecting needy children, not of
serving time in prison for child
abuse.
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A government big enough to give you everything you want, is strong enough to take everything you have. — Thomas Jefferson

Our Point of View

Exposing corruption;
protecting ourselves

Because it is not against the law to lie to a police officer, when an average John Q. Public lies to a police officer, the charge against that person is “obstructing a police officer” or “obstructing an official investigation,” and
who knows how many other charges might be fabricated
to arrest that individual.
We vividly remember a case where Intelligence Unit
officers, back in the late ’80s, were desperately looking
for funny charges against casino-owner Steve Wynn and
approached someone they thought was in Wynn’s circle,
wanting to use funny information against him.
Steve Wynn and then-Sheriff John Moran had a wellpublicized fallout after Wynn had fired the sheriff’s two
sons from his Strip gaming company.
The above-mentioned “someone” asked the officers that
swear to “serve and protect” if they wanted him to create
fake information, to lie or fabricate such information, and
they responded “call it whatever you want, all we want is
some dirt on Steve Wynn,” and that was all.
Undercover detectives were posted on some of Wynn’s
properties trying to entrap employees by asking for drugs
or prostitutes while posing as guests in the hotel.
Detectives were using all types of reasons and excuses
to find the gaming figure tie to some illegal activities; the
Spanish gardener at Wynn’s exclusive golf course was
questioned about his immigration status with the intention of intimidating the employee.
Wynn’s former sister-in-law, Phyllis, was forced and
strong-armed to serve as an informant for a detective that
wanted to gain points with the vindictive sheriff.
People who refused to “cooperate” with detectives who
were ordered to create a mob connection or any other illegal misconduct by Wynn were punished in different
ways.
Two attorneys, a brother and sister team employed by
Wynn, were accused of and arrested for possession of
marijuana — ironically, by the same detective that today
holds a marijuana business license.
The same detective described in the above paragraph
arrested another brother and sister team that refused to
cooperate with the vendetta against Wynn with “two kilos” of cocaine. Those “two kilos” could be the same two
kilos that were allegedly stolen from an undercover police car parked in front of a narcotic detective using the
same pager number as his father, a retired narcotic detective with a very bad reputation, who was also accused of
killing a young mentally challenged Black man.
Those same two kilos had traveled all over the city in
the hands of corrupted Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department narcotic agents.
However, all those incidents were “created” by the police in the name of the law and they are allowed to lie,
cheat and steal in the name of the law.
Former Deputy Chief John Sullivan once told the Las
Vegas Tribune that police officers are allowed to use drugs
“to protect” their undercover identity.
It has been our contention that police officers commit
perjury on a daily basis with the blessing of the prosecutors and judges.
Because prosecutors are not swearing in at the beginning of the trial, they cannot be accused of perjury —
that’s why prosecutors lie, cheat and rob people of their
freedom without ever being accused of perjury.
Perhaps it will be a very good idea if a petition is started
to have the law change and force the prosecutors to be
sworn in before a trial starts. That would not stop them
from committing perjury, but if they get caught perjuring
themselves, they would then be looking at much harsher
punishments that could include losing their job and even
jail time.
In the last few weeks, the Las Vegas Tribune has been
exposing the corrupted behavior of county prosecutors
lying to judges as well as creating a completely different
picture at trial that should not have been taking the time
of the court; sooner or later we are going to name names
and expose specific cases to prove that we are telling the
truth and nothing but the truth.
We are going to expose, by name, police officers that
force doctors to change their diagnoses because “the prosecutor will not be able to prove the case” with what the
doctor has written in the file.
The articles are already written and placed in a safe
place so arresting and entrapping anyone in the newsroom
or investigative department will not do any good; and accusing the newspaper of retaliation for any one’s arrest
will not work either.
That is the way it is and everyone — our readers, the
culprits, the victims and the entire nation — is now on
notice: If anything happens to any member of this newspaper, you all know what happened and why.

ON A PERSONAL NOTE

Trying to get to the bottom
of it all in Ferguson

By Maramis
obey them, even if one wants to show
The passion in Ferguson has to
off or stir up a confrontation, walkhave a point. Is it justice? Is it police
ing in the road is not an okay thing
brutality? Is it demanding that Blacks
to do for safety’s sake — one’s own
be treated the same as Whites under
and that of any driver on the road —
similar circumstances? Could it posand it certainly turned out not to be
sibly be a “last straw” lashing out for
an okay thing for Michael. He was
every Black person that was ever
wrong on all counts, placing himself
killed when he didn’t have to be, ininto the situation in which Officer
cluding those in the city of Las VeWilson felt the need to shoot.
gas? It can’t be that Fergusonians are
Imagine a play, based on reality,
against being arrested for committhat no one would ever want to have
ting a minor crime; I’m sure they
to write and no one would ever want
MARAMIS CHOUFANI
would not want free-range crime
to have to see.
with no consequences the rule of life for their own or
The one-act tragedy: A Killing in Ferguson
any other town. Yet while totally looking past all of
The main players: Officer Wilson, an on-duty cop;
what Michael Brown did, the town, whether repreMichael Brown, the victim-to-be
sented by just a small crowd or the majority of the
Setting: Downtown Ferguson, a relatively small
residents, went straight to what Officer Wilson did, in
town in St. Louis County, MO
the line of duty, which was to shoot a criminal in the
Basic Plot: Officer Wilson, an on-duty police ofact of rebelling against a lawful command to stop (theft
ficer going about his usual duties, comes upon a young
is theft, making the thief a criminal, no matter the value
man and his friend walking in the street; he asks them
of the merchandise stolen — which could be the subto get on the sidewalk and they refuse. The officer
ject of a whole other column some day).
quickly learns that one of them is a suspect in a theft
At a certain point in the story, Michael may well
down the street and attempts to apprehend the sushave been able to just pay for what he had stolen,
pect. The suspect, who is seen to be guilty — carrying
apologize to the shop-owner, and get away with only
the stolen merchandise in his hand and fitting the litthe lightest of sentences, if indeed any at all, dependeral detailed description of the thief — rebels against
ing on his past criminal record, if any.
the apprehension, perhaps displaying bravado against
I am not suggesting that the act of stealing anythe officer’s demands. The incident escalates to the
thing, coupled with not heeding the request of a popoint of the officer feeling the need to employ his
lice officer to get out of the road, deserves the end
weapon in self-defense; the suspect’s continued braresult of being shot and killed. What I AM suggesting
vado and/or arrogance in refusing to obey leads to the
is that all actions have consequences, and what Ofofficer discharging his gun. After several shots at the
ficer Wilson did — however horrendous it may be in
rebelling and aggressive (not surrendering) suspect,
the eyes of those who choose to see it as a totally unthe thief is brought down.
necessary act and even perhaps one of a deliberate
Beyond the Plot: The body of the suspect lays on
prejudiced White police action against a Black male
the street for over four hours after the fatal shooting.
— was in the line of duty. What Michael did was in
No one seems to know why. The officer involved goes
the line of his being a thief, a bully, an antagonizer
into hiding or seclusion and does not make a public
and an instigator. No one can say that any of what
statement for weeks. Public outcry turns into a moveMichael did that tragic day was right: stealing is not
ment against the police officer and for the “cause” of
right; shoving an innocent person just because he felt
Michael Brown to receive justice. Weeks go by, awaitlike it or the person was in his way is not right; and
ing the results of an investigation including several
(See Maramis, Page 9)
whether or not one likes police officers or wants to

With Ferguson plan, Obama seeks
to tip balance for police reform

President Obama announced two executive actions on
police reform Monday in the wake of Ferguson protests.
They aim to change how police serve their communities.
By Patrik Jonsson
Christian Science Monitor
President Obama’s two major executive actions on
police reform, announced Monday, come as police
forces nationwide are being pulled between two opposite trends: more empathetic, community policing
and an increasingly militarized response to crises.
Mr. Obama’s orders are a clear attempt to support
more-community-oriented policing. One will fund the
purchase of body cameras that have shown promise
in reducing use-of-force incidents, and the other will
overhaul federal programs that send military hardware
to local police departments.
The goal, Obama said, is to change how police officers view the communities they serve. Violent protests last week after a grand jury in Missouri decided
not to indict police officer Darren Wilson for killing
Michael Brown, an unarmed black teen, highlighted
the distrust that exists between police and minorities
in many communities, he added.
“This is a problem that is national,” Obama said
Monday. “It is a solvable problem, but it is one that,
unfortunately, spikes after one event and then fades
into the background until something else happens.
What we need is a sustained conversation... to move
forward in a constructive fashion.”
Current efforts to make police culture more entwined with estranged minority neighborhoods date

back to the 1990s, when the Clinton presidency made
community policing a priority. But the “reform era”
of American policing started with court-led changes
to police tactics during the 1970s.
Indeed, until a 1985 Supreme Court decision that
limited the ability of police to shoot fleeing suspects,
“few if any police departments had developed their
firearm policy around a value system that reflected
reverence for human life,” notes a 2003 Justice Department guidebook for police departments called
“Principles of Good Policing.”
The report challenged police departments to examine their culture. “The key concern is the nature of
that culture and whether it reflects a system of beliefs
conducive to the nonviolent resolution of conflicts.”
The shift from the strict rule-of-law approach of
the past to a more empathetic approach is a dramatic
and difficult one, given the life-and-death stakes for
police officers on the beat.
“Police officers work in extremely fluid and changing conditions in which the unexpected and unanticipated become the norm,” writes Barry Reynolds, a
policing expert, on PoliceOne.com. “The ‘business as
usual’ approach not only enhances that feeling of comfort and stability, it also reinforces a cultural resistance towards change.”
Some presidential decisions in recent decades have
(See Political Analysis, Page 10)
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Is a Click as Binding as a
Grandma’s Kitchen Doesn’t
Fit in Madden’s Man Cave Signature for Digital Contracts?

tions of neighbor taverns?
By Chuck Muth
Because it wants the
There are a lot of crushgovernment to help it
ing problems in Clark
crush a competitor, that’s
County, Nevada.
why.
A worst-in-the-universe
Make no mistake.
education system. A stillThese code amendments
not-recovered economy.
are aimed at one target
High unemployment. Trafand one target only...
fic congestion. Health care
Dotty’s Gaming & Spirwoes.
Crime.
its.
Homelessness. Hunger.
You see, Dotty’s redeUNLV’s football program.
fined the look and feel of
You name it.
a neighborhood tavern;
CHUCK MUTH
So which pressing
problem will the Clark County Commis- catering to a female clientele as opposed
sion be tackling at their meeting on Tues- to the male-focused sports-themed bars.
day?
They’re more like Grandma’s kitchen than
An amendment to the Clark County John Madden’s man cave.
Code that includes the following definiNevertheless, Dotty’s are every bit a
tional change...
neighborhood tavern as any beer-soaked
“A ‘bar’ is a physical structure with a sports bar. They serve adult beverages and
flat horizontal counter, which shall be at bar food and have no more than 15 slot
least forty-two (42) inches in height and at machines on the premises.
least twenty-four (24) inches in width beAt the time the Dotty’s model was first
tween the back of the bar and the front of introduced back in the 1990s, nobody
the bar...”
thought it had a prayer of succeeding. But
In addition, the amendment dictates the succeed it did.
number of hours a tavern will be forced to
Turns out a lot of “locals” prefer to hang
keep their kitchen open, dictates the num- out at a local neighborhood watering hole
ber of people a tavern is forced to employ with just a few slot machines rather than
in its kitchen, excludes the sale of t-shirts patronize a big, full-scale casino — even
and beer mugs as “tavern revenue,” and an off-Strip casino.
restricts who a tavern owner can sell their
In addition, Dotty’s décor attracts older
tavern to if and when they chose to retire. women who apparently appreciate the lack
I... kid... you... not.
of testosterone permeating the joint.
This living embodiment of Nero fiddling
Simply put, Dotty’s discovered a niche
while Rome burns is front and center on in the tavern/gaming market and catered to
the commission’s front burner because... it. But rather than compete for those cuswell, because Stations Casinos wants it tomers fairly and squarely in the free marthere.
ket, Stations decided to go to war and crush
And apparently what Stations wants, the upstart using the powers of government
Stations gets.
regulation.
And why does Stations want county
As such, Dotty’s has already been forced
commissioners to micro-manage the opera(See Chuck Muth, Page 9)

By
Zachariah
B. Parry
A typical
transaction
between a
vendor and
consumer
consists of
payment in
exchange for
some good or
By Zachariah B. Parry
service. There
are certain
terms implied in these agreements by law, ity as transactions became less personal.
such as a warranty that the product will do With today’s technology, a consumer can
what it is supposed to do (the implied war- purchase a product from anywhere in the
ranty of merchantability) and that the par- world with a computer and an Internet conties to the contract are acting in good faith nection. The consumer can consummate
(the implied covenant of good faith and fair the purchase without ever meeting or
speaking to the other party (or even knowdealing).
However, often one party — usually the ing the other party’s identity), without any
vendor or service provider rather than the form of negotiation, and with no more efconsumer — wants to include additional fort than a few clicks and keystrokes.
For better or for worse, vendors in many
terms to govern the parties’ agreement.
These terms may include a forum-selection transactions can no longer give a physical
clause (which mandates that disputes be copy of the contract, review its terms, or
litigated in a certain state or locale), an ar- witness the signing. The alternative is to
bitration clause (requiring arbitration in lieu mimic digitally what was once done tanof litigation), and an attorney’s fee-shift- gibly. A vendor presents a contract online,
ing provision (requiring the losing party to asks a user to “sign” it digitally, and then
any dispute to pay the attorney’s fees of the expects that the physical contract’s
skeoumorphic counterpart will hold up as
prevailing party), among others.
To ensure the enforceability of these readily as the original.
Any twenty-first century consumer will
provisions, one of the contracting parties
historically would present the other party recognize these contracts of a new era.
with the contract, perhaps review it with When purchasing software, online memthem, then the parties would each sign, tak- berships, digital media, and the like (think
ing a copy of the contract with them. The iTunes, Amazon, Adobe, Apple,
parties each understood that the now-ex- Microsoft), a user is guided through a seecuted contract would govern the terms of ries of screens where the terms of the contract are presented, and the user is asked to
their transaction.
(See Legal Front, Page 10)
This traditional model lost its practical-

On The
Legal
Front

BEHIND THE MIKE

Three Locks That I Think We Were Dirt Poor
Hold You Back
By Doug Dickerson
ward. You can unlock your
Life has no limitations
potential to growth and
except the ones you make.
success when you remove
— Les Brown
low expectations from
The story is told of masyour playbook.
ter magician and locksmith
The lock of improper
Harry Houdini on one of
comparisons
his European tours and
One potentially demorhow he found himself
alizing habit a leader can
locked in by his own thinkdo is to get caught up in is
ing. After he had been
the comparison game. You
searched and manacled in
know the drill, “He has
a Scottish town jail, the old
more clients”, “She has
turnkey shut him in a cell
more contacts”, “He gets
and walked away. Houdini
DOUG DICKERSON
all the breaks”, “Her famquickly freed himself from his shackles and ily name got her where she is,” and on it
then tackled the cell lock. But despite all goes.
his efforts, the lock wouldn’t open.
It’s all too easy to make improper comFinally, ever more desperate but com- parisons and allow that to be a source of
pletely exhausted, he leaned against the discouragement and a setback. You are not
door — and it swung open so unexpectedly called to run anyone else’s race but your
that he nearly fell headlong into the corri- own. Improper comparisons are a lock that
dor. The turnkey had not locked it.
will always hold back so long as you are
One difficult lesson for leaders to learn consumed by the other person and your
is that it’s not always the big stumbling perceptions of what is not fair.
blocks along the way that will do you in. In
As a leader you will ultimately have to
fact, just the opposite can be true if you are look inward and upward if you want to be
not careful. From the story we learn that at peace. So long as you allow someone else
what Houdini thought was locking him in to be your measure of success then you will
the cell was the very thing that would set always doubt and second guess yourself.
him free. Here’s the lesson: at times what Find peace at the end of the day in knowyou think is the problem is not the problem ing that you did your best. Unlock the poand the small things you overlook are the tential of everything that is great about you
ones that give you the most grief.
— not others.
So what are some of the locks in leaderThe lock of a bad attitude
ship that will hold you back and keep you
Ultimately, your attitude is your dealfrom reaching your potential? There are breaker. With a good attitude you can unmany, but I will highlight three. If you will lock all the potential that is uniquely yours
pay attention to these little things now it to achieve. A bad attitude will keep you
can save you a lot of heartache later.
locked up in a cell of your own making that
The lock of low expectations
will always hold you back.
You will only rise to the level of success
Do other people sometimes get the betthat you envision and strive for. Your ex- ter breaks? Do bad things happen to good
pectations are the measuring rod of your and honest people? Of course they do. Life
dreams. If you are locked in by low expec- is not always fair. But life is made better or
tations then high expectations will never made worse by the way you respond and
occur.
the attitude that you choose.
But who or what is the source of your
As a leader it’s time to pick some locks
low expectations? You must identify and and set yourself free. It’s time to raise exget to the root of your low expectations if pectations equal to your talent — not equal
you want to turn things around. Perhaps it’s to your fears. It’s time to quit comparing
a lack of confidence in your abilities. It may yourself to others and change your attitude.
have been a bad break that you haven’t reIt’s time to unlock your potential!
covered from. Maybe you bought-in to
*****
someone else’s low expectation they placed
Doug Dickerson is a syndicated columon you.
nist. He writes a weekly column for this
Regardless of the source, you must dis- newspaper. To contact Doug Dickerson,
qualify it of its place in your vocabulary, email
him
at
ddickerson@
your mindset, and your vision going for- lasvegastribune.com.

sophisticated. Sometimes
By Michael A. Aun
we’d just burn the grass
I’m not sure that I was
rather than cut it. Why
dirt poor when I was growwaste the money on gas?
ing up in the town of LexOther than the time we
ington, SC, but I suspect
almost burned down the
we might have been. At the
neighbor’s house that
very least, our family had
system worked pretty
some traits.
well.
For instance, it wasn’t
Raking leaves was aluncommon for my siblings
ways a constant chore
and me to return from the
that fell to the 11 children
dump with more stuff than
in our house. I’d usually
we took. We were masters
rake the back yard and
of ingenuity, making the
MICHAEL A. AUN
my brothers and sisters
most of everything.
We never had an above-ground pool but would split the duties between back porch
I can understand how much fun it would and the kitchen.
We were so poor that no one ever had
be to go fishing in one.
We were pretty poor growing up. I re- new coats, unless you want to call the squirmember when I graduated from high school rel fur I made my mom “new.” I can’t rea friend that I worked with at the local Esso call her ever wearing my creation.
You know you’re of dirt poor if Goodstation gave me an old 1953 Flathead Six
will turns down your mattress. You also
Plymouth for graduating.
It was painted two colors paint-primer know you’re poor when your buddy got a
green and paint-primer brown. Just for the phone call at Berley Kyzer’s pool hall and
heck of it we painted the entire thing John beer joint from his wife advising him that
Deere green... with paint brush. We cov- the new baby was delivered.
We loved to go hunting when I was
ered the tail-lights with red tape. You could
hear that old Plymouth coming long before growing up, visiting my buddy Mike Corley
you saw it. That act alone probably quali- to go squirrel hunting. I recall the first dear
we ever bagged was when Ike Cockfield
fied me as being dirt poor... you think?
We’d take that old Flathead Six to the actually hit one with his old 1957 Chevy.
drive-in theater, packing the trunk with sev- No problem; we loaded it onto the hood and
eral people and paying only for those in- drove home.
One of our favorite pastimes was playside. It was fun to go to a theater on Sunset
Boulevard in Columbia which was known ing poker around a table in the back yard.
for “girlie” movies. All 10 of us would pile Not just any table, mind you. This one was
out and break out the P-J and have a ball originally a telephone cable spool.
We never had a McDonald’s growing up
watching skin flicks. Shame on us! As a
Catholic, I figure this was why we had in Lexington. Our fast food joint was Hite’s
Hamburger Stand next to the old LexingConfession.
Further evidence that I might have been ton High School Stadium on West Main
dirt poor was that old 8-track tape player Street in Lexington. We used to save the
that I installed in the Flathead Six complete Hite’s cups and reuse them, further verifywith boom-box speakers that we picked up ing my suspicions of being a poor.
And Lexington was definitely a small
at the dump from an old RCA Victor high
fidelity sound system that someone aban- town. When you got our town operator on
doned. I wonder what that Orthophofonic the phone to place a call and she’d know
High Fidelity RCA Victor antique would be your voice. There were always a few minutes of pleasantries and other gossip before
worth today.
In our home, we gave one another prac- the call was actually placed. Since everytical gifts. I remember one year I gave my body had “party lines” we all knew one
mom a broom for Christmas and my dad a another’s secrets anyway and were only too
set of rat traps that he could spread around happy to spread them accordingly. That’s
the southern way.
in his workshop.
Yeah... I’m sure of it... we were dirt poor!
There were no such things as dishwash*****
ers in those days. You either married one
Michael Aun is a syndicated columnist
or you were born as one. When you were
old enough to clean the table you became and writes a weekly column for this newspaper. To contact Michael Aun, email him
the dishwasher.
Cutting the grass was not much more at maun@lasvegastribune.com.
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Addressing Valid Police Issues
By Norman Jahn
Ultimately, the most important
issue in Ferguson was the criminal
conduct of Michael Brown... but it
was NOT the only valid police issue. Unfortunately, there is another
high-profile police shooting that is
also worthy of discussion. It occurred in Cleveland, Ohio.
It is getting harder to accept the
statements some police officials
keep making about some police
shootings and is even more frustrating for a professional police officer
to look at some situations and be
able to predict (in advance) what
will be said in an attempt to justify
them. We often are able to recognize ‘good’ shoots vs ‘bad shoots’
after having enough information to
make a judgment. We also are frequently able to decide whether a
shooting was preventable from reviewing the circumstances. Video
(and audio) certainly can help with
making preliminary decisions. Witnesses and scientific evidence also
contribute to re-creating the situation.
The recent shooting death by the
Cleveland Police Department may
be ‘legal’ but it was preventable...
in so many ways! http://
w w w. c b s n e w s . c o m / v i d e o s /
cleveland-police-release-video-offatal-shooting-of-12-year-old/ The
impetus for improvement (and prevention) should be the dead body
of a 12-year-old boy. Let’s forget
what the boy did or didn’t do causing him to get shot, and focus on
what the police did and didn’t do
and who was in control of most of
the situation. After all, who is the
trained professional here? Even if
the boy was distraught and wanted
to die, the police should be in control when they have the opportunity.
If we disregard the fact that the
person holding the gun was a 12year-old, and disregard the fact that
the gun was a fake, we should not
disregard the fact that the boy had
not fired at anyone. He had not
pointed the gun at the officers as
they approached and he had not
made any specific threats in the
time prior to police arrival. The
‘story’ is that he reached for his
waistband as he was being given
commands and he was shot less
than two seconds after the passenger officer jumped out (almost into
the lap of the suspect). How do we
know this? Because there was video
from the scene and audio recordings of the circumstances of the call.
Every single police officer in the
U.S. should find FAULT with how
a police car pulled up to the suspect before this shooting! It was an
example of absolutely horrible police approach tactics. It was an example of a major violation of of-

NORMAN JAHN
ficer safety. It was an example of
what one partner can do to compromise the safety of his partner (as in
‘get him killed’). It was an example
of how the POLICE should be focused on control of the outcome and
should have the ability to de-escalate. The police should do what they
can to control the opportunity to
‘preserve human life,’ but they virtually eliminated that opportunity
due to their poor tactics.
CBS broadcast the video from a
nearby security camera. CNN also
reported, “A Cleveland police officer shot 12-year-old Tamir Rice
about two seconds after the officer
and a partner pulled up in a car to
investigate reports that someone
was brandishing a gun at a park,
surveillance video that police released Wednesday shows.” http://
www.cnn.com/2014/11/26/justice/
cleveland-police-shooting/ The
CNN report focused on what the
officers were NOT told by dispatchers on their way to the call (that the
gun might be a fake). This information is important (both to the officers and to the ‘Monday Morning
Quarterbacks’ like me), but it does
nothing to excuse the poor officer
tactics.
Due to potential civil unrest
about this shooting in the wake of
the shooting of Michael Brown in
Ferguson, the Cleveland PD went
public with information and immediately called the shooting a tragedy. The family urged ‘calm,’ but
communicated that they believed
the situation could have been
AVOIDED and that their son should
still be alive. If you are a cop and
view the video and say, “Too bad
for him; he should have followed
police commands,” you are a disgrace to the badge (in my opinion).
Nobody with any integrity and
honor (and who has been properly
trained) can ignore all of the contributing factors at play. Sure, the
last instant shows an immediate and
deadly threat to the passenger officer, but that was absolutely unnecessary. It simply did not need to
happen! Was it ‘rookie fever’ that
contributed to the poor approach
and safety tactics? A ‘rookie’ was

identified as the shooter of an unarmed black man in New York recently, but he also claimed to have
accidentally discharged his firearm
in a dark stairway.
I’m not calling Cleveland
‘criminal’...but the POLICE contributed many of the causative factors to the mix. The police can start
taking some important steps: 1),
acknowledge the poor tactics and
safety problems; 2), state that this
is not how they train (at least I hope
it isn’t); and 3), promptly discipline
the officers involved. No, they don’t
need to be criminally prosecuted
but they need to be disciplined and
probably fired! This stuff is endangering other officers and destroying public trust.
Bill Bratton with the NYPD admitted that his ‘rookie’ officer shot
the man in the stairwell due to an
accidental discharge. I’m assuming
that comes from a statement given
by the police officer. Was he making excuses after he realized what
he had done or was it a situation of
poor firearms handling or ‘bare
fear’? Guess what? If a shooting
like this happened in Las Vegas the
officer would not even be required
to describe his actions at the scene
and before a union attorney was on
scene! This is the unfortunate reality of what has been allowed to happen with the LVMPD. Thank goodness, officers in other departments
handle police shootings with more
urgency and get more than a Public
Safety Statement at the scene of the
crime.
Laypersons viewing the video
from Cleveland can list all of the
steps they think could have been
taken to arrive at a different outcome and to try to preserve human
life. They do not need to be police
officers to come up with a list of
other options. They do not need to
be police officers to realize that almost all options were eliminated
because of how the police handled
this situation. There are basics such
as time, distance and cover. There
are ‘tools’ and tactics (such as parking at a safe distance and yelling
commands to turn around, get on
the ground, or to hold hands in the
air and to ‘freeze)... There are loudspeakers to deliver commands from
cover, use of rifles from cover, use
of low lethal [weapons] from cover,
use of shields, use of K-9, calling
out SWAT/Tactical Teams, and
even use of robots if the suspect
refuses to comply and will not drop
the gun. These types of incidents
occur frequently but they are usually resolved without death or injury. In my opinion, the Cleveland
officers gave themselves no other
option. Sure, they can say they had
to use deadly force and faced a sus-

(Continued from Page 7)
autopsies and the conclusive findings of a grand jury’s decision based
on witnesses’ reports and the facts
surrounding the shooting. The
grand jury concludes there is no
evidence on which to indict Officer
Wilson in the shooting. Riots and
out-of-control protesting takes
place in Ferguson. It escalates into
vandalism, looting and pillaging of
the businesses in that town, as well
as the burning of some buildings
and police cars. Protesters are upset that the National Guard did not
step in in a timely manner to protect those businesses from the protesters-turned-vandals’ own outrage
and their own uncontrolled emotions. (How sad that the town
needed help to save it from the violence and looting inflicted upon it
by their own citizens. It’s as though
they were saying, “We need help to
save us from ourselves!”)
Note: Michael Brown was not
and never had been an activist for
equal rights or against police brutality. He was an arrogant (based on
his now-known behavior) young
man who apparently disliked the
police. Unfortunately, his own attitude — after the fact of his shoplifting those cigarillos — led right
to the door of his own death. Sadly,
he is now “honored” by being attached to the latest symbol for po-

lice brutality and injustice: the
“Hands up, don’t shoot!” stance
supposedly used by Michael just
before he was shot and killed. The
grand jury and its intensive inquiry
into the facts surrounding this
shooting did not at all support some
witnesses’ statements that Michael
had his hands up when he was shot.
But for those of us who were not
there, we cannot say. We want to
side with the best presentation of
facts, and the “Hands up” testimony
did not seem to ring true for the jury
members. Now Michael is a poster
child for rallies and protests and
demonstrations all across this nation, right up to the White House,
to achieve an end that should never
have needed all this help in the first
place, and it all started because he
was a petty thief and a bold and arrogant law-breaker who got himself
killed.
The cause of justice and equality at the hands of police is a noble
cause, but it has been taken up time
and again and should no longer
need such drastic action; that kind
of justice and equality should already exist throughout this nation
— even though we know it does
not. (It doesn’t exist here in Las
Vegas; and back in N.Y. years ago,
Frank Serpico took up that cause as
well.) But once the facts have been
given over to a grand jury and a

decision is reached — by 12 independent members of the community
who had already been in place and
were not chosen for this case in particular — to demand, by words and
demonstrations, that they change
their decision, is to believe that justice should be up for grabs to those
who cry the loudest and gather the
most supporters along the way. Manipulated justice due to giving in to
public opinion is NOT justice.
Many years ago that kind of justice
was called lynching.
In the meantime, the battle hymn
seems to be: Let’s crucify Officer
Wilson because he deliberately shot
and killed a Black man when he
didn’t have to. (Let’s totally ignore
the fact that shooting someone “deliberately” is not a bad thing when
repelling an aggressor, stopping a
would-be attacker, or what anyone
who pulls out a gun would do when
faced with an imminent danger or
threat against their own safety or
life.) Let’s protest so hard that the
whole nation will catch the
“Michael Brown fever” and join
the protest against police brutality
and injustice. (One might expect
uprisings and protests against the
police in certain towns, including
Las Vegas, for police brutality, unjustified killings and injustice above
and beyond the call of duty, but one
would NOT expect protesting and

Maramis

pect with Ability, Opportunity, Imminent Jeopardy, and Preclusion,
but who created the ‘preclusion’
where they had no other options?
The public has the right to expect well-trained police officers
who use restraint, and yes, officers
who hesitate, if it might save human life. Sometimes I want to say,
“Grow a pair” and take some physical action other than shooting
people! These two officers are both
responsible for how they approached. One was driving and the
other was actually exposed to a potential life or death situation. For
some stupid reason, they pulled
right up to the person with a gun.
They gave themselves no distance,
no cover, and virtually no time for
verbal commands. In my day, an
officer would be non-confirmed or
fired for such an unsafe approach.
This incident resulted in a dead
kid... other incidents could result in
a dead cop (or two).
What if the victim was an opencarry advocate and he was handling
a real firearm? He may have violated rules for firearms-handling in
public and he may have put himself in a position to be arrested, but
citizens can lawfully carry firearms
in many communities! They don’t
even have to disarm themselves in
all cases — even when a police officer is making contact. Would these
Cleveland cops gun down an opencarry advocate because the radio
said, “he has a gun” or even after
the officers make a tactical approach and verify that there is a gun
involved in the call?
There may have been no compliance with a split-second verbal
command to do something with his
hands or do something with the gun

Chuck Muth

or to ‘freeze’ and do nothing, but
we don’t know what was said (the
officers apparently did not wear
body cameras). I’m afraid that we
might not want to hear what was
actually said. There may have been
conflicting commands or just misunderstanding during the intensity
of the incident. There is no DEATH
PENALTY for failing to understand
or follow commands. There IS a
deadly force justification when the
police must immediately react to
the movements of the suspect which
pose a deadly threat. If the suspect
squirted water from his gun on the
windshield of the police car and the
officers noticed this before firing
upon him... (and it was a pink-colored squirt gun) and they were still
in their car — please don’t tell me
that we need to accept another
shooting as ‘justified.’ There are
some meat-heads that still say,
“Don’t point anything at me that
looks like a gun or I’m putting you
down.”
In the end, what do we expect a
‘normal’ 12-year-old boy to do
when approached by a speeding
police car that almost parks in his
lap? How much can we expect from
a child? How much can we expect
from an EDP (Emotionally Disturbed Person) or a person suffering from some other mental health
problems? How much can we expect when the police ‘rush in’ to a
situation that can be made ‘static’
and contained to allow time to reach
a safe resolution? “Make no mistake people,” this was NOT an active shooter and you can’t use
deadly force just because you think
he might start shooting indiscriminately.
(See Norm Jahn, Page 10)

(Continued from Page 8)
to spend MILLIONS of dollars retrofitting and remodeling its existing
operations — now located throughout the state — in order to comply
with never-ending/ever-changing rules.
Alas, in their zeal to destroy Dotty’s the Commission is starting to
resemble a blind bank robber: You know somebody is going to get shot,
you just don’t know who.
Indeed, this effort to legislate a single company out of business is
likely to take out other “real” taverns, as well. And yet, when traditional
taverns and sports bars go under and landlords are facing potential huge
losses in revenue, Dotty’s is their first call.
Dotty’s has, literally, saved more strip malls in the state than you can
shake the proverbial stick at.
And they employ thousands of Nevadans.
And generate millions of dollars in tax revenue.
Yet on Tuesday the Clark County Commission will once consider
doing the “dirty work” for a Big Gaming competitor.
This isn’t right. Even for Nevada, this isn’t right.
Here’s hoping a majority of county commissioners put an end to this
anti-Dotty’s jihad once and for all on Tuesday and get back to frying
bigger fish.
Like fixing UNLV’s football program!
Chuck Muth is president of Citizen Outreach, a non-profit public policy
grassroots advocacy organization. Chuck Muth may be reached by email
at cmuth@lasvegastribune.com.
uprisings IN FAVOR OF a person
who brought the consequences into
his own life by his own deliberate
and unlawful actions, as was found
in the case of Michael Brown, based
on the full examination of the facts
by the grand jury.)
One would think the death of the
person is the worst of the deal —
and of course, it may well be — but
how things are handled after the
fact, when the tensions and the passions are subdued, and it is easier
to think, and time is not pressing
upon you like an elephant on your
chest...that is when everyone expects some kind of common decency for those who had to witness
the event, or for those who knew or
loved the victim, or for those who
would come to the scene to see what
happened... and that is when the
police and those “in charge” of the
scene make the biggest impression
on those who are there — and the
impressions left in Ferguson were
beyond horrific.
Yet the shooting is still the big
issue.
Unarmed is always the big word
being thrown around, as though
only having an “official” weapon
(such as a gun or a knife) would
qualify as placing that officer in a
position of being in fear for his life.
But WHAT IF everything Officer
Wilson said was true and that

Michael Brown was in the act of
lunging at him with the intent to not
only harm him but perhaps kill him?
WHAT IF what Officer Wilson saw
in Michael’s eyes and written on his
face, coupled with Michael’s
strong, young advancing body in
the attack mode was perceived as
the weapon against which the officer had to defend himself? What
Black person in Ferguson — if the
roles were reversed and some
younger-and-larger-than-they-were
White person were lunging in their
direction with hate and intent-toharm in their eyes — would not do
what they needed to do to protect
themselves and save their own life?
Are the residents of Ferguson
“big enough” to allow justice to
prevail, even if it means they have
to agree with the grand jury? After
all, isn’t this whole protest really
about justice, and not about the remaking of Michael into some
saintly Martin Luther King clone?
The whole country is watching
Ferguson. Why not let genuine justice for all concerned begin right
there!
*****
Maramis Choufani is the Managing Editor of the Las Vegas Tribune. She writes a weekly column
in this newspaper. To contact
Maramis,
email
her
at
maramis@lasvegastribune.com.
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Clark County Coroner Michael
Murphy abuses his authority of office
By Thomas A Nagy
Part 22 in a Series
Recently Clark County Coroner
Michael Murphy had an opportunity to apply Nevada Revised Statutes (NRS) regarding inquests following a homicide so that the
wheels of justice might begin to
turn. He failed to do so. The case
involves the murder of Jason
Turner-Shenker in September 2005,
for which a number of authorized
persons have declined to request
that a formal inquest be conducted.
NRS requires that evidence in a homicide case be presented to a Justice of the Peace and three votingeligible jurors for consideration,
especially when a primary suspect
is known to authorities. These inquests must be held unless either the
coroner or a judge, or perhaps a district attorney, can present a compelling reason why such an inquest
need not be held. Murphy declined
solely based on his authority.
In other words, the conclusion
that Murphy reached is in direct
contradiction to accrued forensic
evidence and expert conclusions of
a seasoned medical examiner, the
doctor who conducted an autopsy
and a forensic toxicologist. All of
these professionals rendered an
opinion that cause of death for Jason Turner-Shenker was not accidental, so therefore it was homicide.
Murphy wrote on October 28,
2014: “After performing a medi-

colegal investigation, the Clark
County Office of the Coroner/
Medical Examiner determined that
the cause of death is listed [as]
Acute Morphine Intoxication and
the manner of death is Accident.
Based on the information you have
provided our office, you are asking
that an inquest be conducted as well
as further investigation. However,
pursuant to Clark County Code
2.12.080, an inquest is not appropriate at this time, therefore, will
not be conducted.”
Unfortunately, Murphy displayed his profound lack of understanding of NRS codes and Clark
County Ordinances by citing
2.12.080. Law 2.12.080 (c) states
“In a case where the coroner determines that an officer was involved in the death of an individual,
the coroner will call for an inquest,
contact the appropriate prosecutor,
and utilize the procedure set forth
in Section 2.12.020(e) for selection
of a presiding officer.”
Any third-grader, even in this
educationally-challenged state of
Nevada, would understand that
Jason’s death was not an officer
involved incident, and that a completely different law applies. That
law is:
NRS 259.050~Investigation into
cause of death; inquest.
“1. When a coroner or the
coroner’s deputy is informed that a
person has been killed, has com-

mitted suicide or has suddenly died
under such circumstances as to afford reasonable ground to suspect
that the death has been occasioned
by unnatural means, the coroner
shall make an appropriate investigation.
“2. In all cases where it is apparent or can be reasonably inferred that the death may have been
caused by a criminal act, the coroner or the coroner’s deputy shall
notify the district attorney of the
county where the inquiry is made,
and the district attorney shall make
an investigation with the assistance
of the coroner. If the sheriff is not
ex officio the coroner, the coroner
shall also notify the sheriff, and the
district attorney and sheriff shall
make the investigation with the assistance of the coroner.”
For more than nine years this law
has not been applied. There has
been no formal inquiry into the facts
of Jason Turner’s death. Despite
ample evidence and witness testimony, the case has not been presented to a panel consisting of a
Justice of the Peace and three jurors. Until September 2014, authorities handling this case had not
requested a formal witness statement from Cynthia Turner, who has
been the primary witness to circumstances behind her son’s death nine
years earlier. In September 2014,
nine days before the ninth anniversary of Jason’s death, Turner pre-

(Continued from Page 9)
In the aftermath of a tragedy,
what can we expect from the media? They often ignore important
issues and seem to focus on the age,
race, type of weapon and other details and give a ‘pass’ on the incredibly horrible police tactics such as
those demonstrated in this video. As
a matter of fact, I have not yet read
or heard anyone criticize the officers for their approach.
If the police are not willing to
wake up and make some changes
even after all of the scrutiny that
they are facing, then the future may
be bleak. We can do better!
EXPERTS POINT OUT
VALID OPTIONS
A recent newspaper column addressed Officer Darren Wilson’s explanations for his actions during his
grand jury testimony. Here are some
excerpts and what some ‘experts’
had to say:
Darren Wilson, the white police
officer who fatally shot an unarmed
black teenager in Ferguson, Mo.,
was asked whether he could have
done anything differently that would
have prevented the killing.
His answer, broadcast on
Wednesday, to the question from
George Stephanopoulos of ABC
News, was unequivocal: “No.”
MY INPUT: This may be the
essence of a huge issue in policing!
I don’t find fault with what Wilson
did (‘legally’) when he was charged
by Brown. I do have issues with his
claim that he wouldn’t do anything
different. That is a form of tunnel
vision and what the public probably
perceives to be a ridiculous arrogance of the police. This attitude is,
“we will do what we want to do and
you really have no right to question
us”
Another excerpt from the story:

In his testimony, Officer Wilson
said he never had any thought to
fall back, even if only to make a tactical retreat to reassess and perhaps
wait for backup officers. Part of the
reason is training, experts said. In
the heat of a violent altercation,
police officers in many cases are
trained to engage, not back down.
“To back up and maybe follow
him until backup arrived, in retrospect it might have been a better
choice, but we don’t know that Officer Wilson saw that as a valid
option,” Mr. Henry said. “Who
would want to get punched in the
face and then kind of say, ‘Let me
just back up and follow this individual.’ A natural emotional reaction is to ratchet it up.”
MY INPUT: Wilson said, “I
know that I did my job right” and
this may be true about the final use
of his firearm to stop the threat. It
is also true under the law that pertains to self-defense and fleeing felons where probable cause exists
that they are a deadly threat. If
Brown was shot while unarmed and
continuing to flee, Officer Wilson
would have had to explain why he
believed Brown was going to find
someone, somewhere, to harm or
kill during his flight.
Justifying or attempting to rationalize every shooting is doing a disservice to the profession and the
community. ‘Legal’ justification is
one thing... but police trying to explain and support bad decisions and
bad approach tactics is continuing
to cause a decline in trust from the
community.
One final excerpt:
“Just because you’re a police
officer doesn’t mean you have to go
into a situation head-first.” Eugene
O’Donnell, a professor at the John
Jay College of Criminal Justice and

a former police officer told the New
York Times.
From the time Officer Wilson
first encountered Mr. Brown walking with a friend in the middle of
the street on a hot afternoon in August, to the point the teenager lay
dead on the pavement, there were
several opportunities to de-escalate
the confrontation, said Eugene
O’Donnell, a professor at John Jay
College of Criminal Justice and a
former New York City police officer.
Mr. O’Donnell pointed in particular to the initial moments of the
confrontation, when the officer and
Mr. Brown are said to have
struggled through the open window
of the officer’s police cruiser.
“There certainly wouldn’t be a
prohibition of him driving a little
further along and regrouping, calling for help and thinking about nonlethal weaponry,” Mr. O’Donnell
said, referring to Officer Wilson.
“Just because you’re a police officer
doesn’t mean you have to go into a
situation headfirst.”
MY INPUT: NEWSFLASH...
police need to train and announce
to the world that they are NOT required to die ‘taking the hill’ and to
unnecessarily expose themselves to
death or injury. Police are not required to stop a ‘monster’ (as Wilson described how Brown was acting) all by themselves! If any reader
had a ‘petite’ daughter as a police
officer and they learned that their
daughter spotted Michael Brown
after the robbery and they think that
their daughter would be expected
to approach without backup, exit
her vehicle without backup, and engage Michael Brown without
backup then they might hesitate for
a moment and say, ‘stay in the car
until you have backup, daughter’...
Contrary to popular opinion (and
mistaken understanding of policing), there is no police officer who
is required to jump out and get
beaten to death by an ‘unarmed’
suspect who easily will overwhelm
them. This almost happened to a
female LVMPD officer near Sam’s
Town and also to a male officer in
a fast food restaurant. My understanding is that one had an opportunity to call out the incident and
wait for assistance and the other
was attacked while alone and could
not have foreseen what happened
to him. A citizen intervened and
saved the second officer. Police officers that use common sense (and
don’t succumb to peer pressure or
dangerous expectations imposed on
them) have a chance to save lives
— including their own and also to
improve trust with the communities
that they serve.
Norm Jahn is a former LVMPD
lieutenant, who has also served as
a police chief in Shawano, Wisconsin, and has nearly 25 years of police experience. Jahn now contributes his opinions and ideas to help
improve policing in general, and in
Las Vegas in particular, through his
weekly column in the Las Vegas
Tribune.

Norm Jahn

Political Analysis

(Continued from Page 7)
only reinforced a fortress mentality and worked against reform, analysts
say. Presidents Nixon and Reagan expanded the “War on Drugs,” which
opened the door to reliance on militarized police tactics against nonviolent suspects.
“The problem has little to do with the Constitution, and solving it
doesn’t require some radical innovation in police practice,” as Peter
Moskos, author of “Cop in the Hood” and a criminal justice professor at
the John Jay College of Criminal Justice, wrote recently. “The relevant
question is political: Having given our police broad access to military
weapons and tactics, will we ever choose to take them away?”
The potential of Obama doing just that points to the difficulties his
gambit is expected to face. For one thing, police enjoy solid public support. Some 53 percent of Americans put “quite a lot” of confidence in the
police as an institution, putting cops next to soldiers and small business
owners at the top of the confidence charts, according to a June Gallup
poll.
But the technological aspect of Obama’s executive orders gives his
efforts a distinct flavor. Specifically, body camera technology empowers
African-Americans, who historically haven’t had much of a say about
the limits of police power.
“Communities of color were largely powerless during [the early days
of policing]... and during the reform era police strategy was determined
largely on the basis of law, although communities of color were largely
unprotected,” according to the Justice Department report. “In today’s community era of policing, one of the tenets is the requirement for a cohesive
community working in partnership with a responsive police department.
[Research shows] that this precondition does not prevail in many minority neighborhoods.”

sented all the top law enforcement
officials in Nevada with her formal
statement regarding her son’s death.
No one had asked for this statement
during that period of nine years, so
she took the initiative to write a
lengthy statement of facts pertinent
to the murder and had her statement
hand-delivered. In October 2014, a
copy of a related toxicology report
was also delivered to CC Coroner
Mike Murphy, along with a formal
request that the above law be applied and that a formal inquest be
conducted. In refusing to apply
NRS 259.050, Murphy cited a law
that is so far from applicable to this
case that it might just as well be
written in Hebrew for application
in Israel.
So what does this action by
Murphy mean?
It means that Murphy cannot be
trusted to accurately define homicides when they are subject to examination in his domain. Or, that
he has been lacking understanding
of regulations that define his authority and responsibility to the public
as long as he has held his position.
Or, he knows perfectly well that the
Turner case is a homicide and that
he chooses to redefine the “manner
of death” as “Accident” due to personal vindictiveness and an unwillingness to bring this case to justice.
His current written position regarding the Jason Turner-Shenker
murder might also mean that
Murphy feels free to abuse his authority. If so, he flaunts his lack of
respect for other NRS laws regarding abuse of authority. By unilaterally overriding the professional
opinions of his own experts in the
coroner/medical examiner’s office,
Murphy displays contempt for due
process of law and fair treatment of
homicide victims’ relatives. In this
case his contempt is as blatant as
his abuse of the authority and trust
vested in him by the pubic he purports to serve.
This position by Coroner
Michael Murphy opens the question
that now begs to be asked by all
families who have lost a loved one
during Murphy’s tenure: Can any
determinations that a drug-overdose
death occurred as an “Accident” be
trusted? Might such a determination
by Murphy be, in effect, a coverup of a homicide? If this Jason
Turner homicide case is an indicator, then it can be certain that
Murphy has sidetracked or derailed
other murder investigations by ignoring the expert conclusions of his
professional staff.
In this case, Rick Jones and Dr.
Tellgenhoff of the coroner’s office

determined that Jason’s death was
not accidental. Murphy’s opposite
conclusion dismisses those determinations, as though Murphy has no
confidence in the expertise of his
staff. If so, he opens an alarming
Pandora’s Box of doubt into previous cases that have relied upon the
professional expertise of those two
staff members. What other cases of
homicide have been dismissed as
unfortunate accidents by Murphy
throughout his tenure at the
coroner’s office, and how many
families are adversely affected by
this travesty of justice?
In a related blog article, Shannon Snow covered possible motives
for Murphy to falsely identify homicide cases as accidental deaths.
That article can be found here: http:/
/jrshenkertrust.blogspot.com/2014/
08/v-behaviorurldefaultvmlo.html.
It is easy to follow the logic and
come to the same conclusion: It
saves public money when homicides are called accidental deaths;
and consequently, as an added bonus, authorities can claim a higher
solve-rate for homicides by taking
on easier cases for prosecution.
Also, our morally ambiguous district attorney — at present, Steven
Wolfson — can avoid proving more
difficult cases in court and altogether avoid prosecutions that involve privileged and elite members
of society.
Because of Murphy’s blatant and
conspicuous disregard for facts in
this Turner-Shenker case, we
should reexamine everything he has
done as Clark County Coroner. Verdicts are often obtained based on the
expertise of staff of the coroner’s
office, the very same staff experts
that Murphy has dismissed in this
case. Prosecutors have obtained
convictions based on their testimony. Murphy declares them less
than trustworthy by his current position, adding to the suspicion that
prosecutors have been quite dishonest in obtaining some convictions
through unethical and unconscionable means. At the opposite extreme, we know that murderers
have been left alone and free to continue their activities in the world
without the onus of being accused,
indicted or prosecuted, protected as
it were by Murphy’s profound lack
of judgment in harmony with Nevada statutes and common decency.
*****
Thomas A. Nagy is the author of
Cannabis Consumer Handbook
available at Amazon.com, and the
blog
ReGeneration
at
blogspot.com. Email direct at:
thomas.a.nagy717@gmail.com.

(Continued from Page 8)
click to acknowledge agreement or
perhaps enter their initials. These
contracts, called “click-through” or
“clickwrap” agreements, are substantially similar in form if not substance. And with few exceptions,
they are as enforceable as their paper counterparts.
Several courts in the last fifteen
years have had opportunity to scrutinize the validity of these agreements, though perhaps fewer than
one would expect. There is a general consensus that as long as a few
simple guidelines are followed,
click-through agreements are enforceable as written.
To be enforceable, these agreements should have the following attributes:
—Agreement must be mandatory. If a consumer selects “I agree”
or similar acquiescence to all the
terms, the product is made available
for purchase. If the consumer does
not agree, the product is not made
available to them.
—Agreement must be non-porous. The consumer cannot avoid
agreeing to the terms through some
shortcut or circuitous route, by making a purchase over the phone rather
than online, for example.
—Terms and conditions must
be made available to consumer
before consent. The consumer must
at least have the terms and conditions available, in full prior to consenting. It is not enough to acquire
consent and then send an email to
the consumer with additional terms
and conditions.
—Consent is acquired through
some action of the consumer. The
consumer must be made aware of
the terms and told that a certain action signifies consent to the terms.
The action could include clicking “I

agree” or “next” or the like; a typographic signature; pressing certain
numbers over the phone; creating a
digital representation of a signature,
perhaps with a cursor or other device; or some similar action that
unambiguously signifies consent.
—Additional certification requested. A second screen or dialogue box asks the consumer to confirm that they have read the terms
provided.
Although click-through agreements would still be subject to other
contractual defenses, e.g., unconscionability, lack of competence to
contract, statute of limitations, failure of condition precedent, etc.,
with these precautions, a clickthrough agreement should be as
enforceable as a paper contract with
the same terms.
*****
Zachariah B. Parry is a civil litigation attorney and partner at his
firm, Pickard Parry. He can be
reached at 702-910-4300, through
his firm’s website at www.
pickardparry.com, or his direct
email, zach@pickardparry.com.

Legal Front
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Island Heat show adds the WOW to Luau
By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by Sandy Zimmerman
during the show
For the first time, the Island Heat
LuWOW dinner production show
combines the exciting music and
romantic setting of the South Pacific islands with the sparkle and
Pizzazz of a Las Vegas show.
Well known Las Vegas show
producer John Stuart (Legends in
Concert) not only creates a different look but the costumes, choreography, music, lighting, dinner
and almost everything else is different about this show!
One high-energy act after another transports the audience to
Hawaii, Fiji, Tahiti, and to the
Maori natives of New Zealand in
ways that have never been done
before.
Imagine the surprise of seeing a
showgirl’s headdress, feathers and
sequins on South Pacific Island
costumes. It is two different worlds
joined together.
If you are confused when you
see the show, yes, the dancers do
mix a little Hip-Hop and jazz with
their island dance routines.
The finishing touch to every
production is the lighting to set the
perfect mood for the show. They
chose bright pink, blue, yellow and
other multicolored lights for dramatic effect to accent the dancers.
I enjoyed the show because
LauWOW did not simply copy the
usual Tropical Island theme, they
created an entirely new concept.
This is one of the few dinner
shows in Las Vegas for a dinner and
show or show only experience.
Those who remember the dinner
shows of Old Las Vegas will appreciate Island LuWOW.
The Island Heat LuWOW dinner show, that is LuWOW instead
of Luau, brings a different slant to
the usual Island shows.
Island Heat appears at the
Kahunaville Restaurant’s new “Island Heat LuWOW” showroom,
inside the Treasure Island Hotel,
3300 Las Vegas Blvd South, on the
Las Vegas Strip.
Two shows nightly, except
Tuesdays, at 6 and 8 pm, dinner and
show — $59.99 (plus taxes and
fees) or show only —$39.99 (plus
taxes and fees). For information,
call the Kahunaville Box Office at
702-894-7350.
For more information visit
www.islandheatdinnershow.com/
index.php and the website
www.kahunaville.com.
SUGGESTIONS: Do you have
a fave singer, comedian, magician,
hypnotist, ventriloquist, group, production show or any entertainer in
Las Vegas? Please let us know your
choice and you may win free show
tickets or other prizes. Call (702)731-6491 with the reason for your
choice, your name/ e-mail and telephone number. Award winning

Sandy Zimmerman is a syndicated
columnist featuring Show and Dining reviews, Travel, Health, Cars,
Luxury, Spas, Automobiles and
more. Sandy is talk show host of the
Las Vegas Today Show programs

and Discover the Ultimate Vacation
travel specials. If you want to suggest topics for articles, for information or to ask any questions about
Sandy’s articles, call (702)-7316491.
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28th Annual Downtown Hoedown
This Week
in Las Vegas
By Mike Kermani

By Mike Kermani
Las Vegas Tribune
12 Days of Country returns to
Fremont Street Experience, beginning Dec. 3 with the 28th Annual
Downtown Hoedown and running
through Dec. 14. This year’s 12
Days of Country, which celebrates
the return of two weeks of National
Finals Rodeo, will feature free
nightly entertainment from an array of national headliner and local
country music artists.
Also in December, the stage production show Neon Country Nights
will be performing country hits on
Fremont Street Experience’s 1st
Street Stage from Nov. 27–Dec. 25
(dark on Mondays). They will also
get into the holiday spirit by incorporating Christmas favorites into
their nightly playlists from Dec. 9Dec. 25. Neon Country Nights is a
custom stage show, produced by
Face Productions specifically for
audiences at Fremont Street Experience, that promises to be both festive and entertaining.
The 28th Annual Downtown
Hoedown on Wednesday, Dec. 3,
will continue a long tradition of
smash-hit headliners, this year’s
lineup will feature performances
from country stars Thomas Rhett,
Confederate Railroad, The Cadillac
Three, American Young, RaeLynn,
and Old Dominion on Fremont
Street Experience’s three stages,
with all performances free to the
public. The Downtown Hoedown
concerts begin at 4:30 p.m. and continue until 11:30 p.m.
For the full 12 Days of Country
schedule,
please
visit
www.vegasexperience.com.
*****

JOHN LEGEND
CELEBRATES AT
FOXTAIL NIGHTCLUB
SATURDAY, JAN. 3
Foxtail, inside SLS Las Vegas,
kicks off the New Year with the
birthday celebration of Grammyaward winning singer, songwriter,
and pianist John Legend Saturday,
Jan. 3. In true Las Vegas fashion,
the R&B singer will revel in style
at the sophisticated nightclub, giving guests a special performance as
he toasts to another year.
Legend first broke into the music scene with his debut album, Get
Lifted, which went platinum and
earned him three Grammy Awards
for best R&B album, best R&B
male vocal performance and best
new artist. Following the album’s
success, the R&B heavyweight
continued to produce countless hits
including “Heaven” and “Green
Light,” and has collaborated with a
wide array of artists including
Lauryn Hill, Alicia Keys, Twista,
Janet Jackson, and Kanye West.
Recently, Legend has been on a
North American tour promoting his
fourth studio album Love in the Future, featuring the smash hit “All
of Me,” which peaked at number
one on the Billboard Hot 100
Charts.
Foxtail is open Saturdays (be-

ginning Jan. 3, 2015) and Mondays
from 10:30 p.m. to late. Tickets are
now
available
at
foxtaillasvegas.com. For table reservations and other inquires, e-mail
foxtail@slslasvegas.com.

compete in never-before-seen food
trucks. Rotating guest judges include Spike Mendelsohn, Michael
Chernow, Casey Lane and Chris
Oh. The show is based on Jolene
Mannina’s “Back of the House

TORI SPELLING,
DEAN McDERMOTT
LIT THE VENETIAN’S
CHRISTMAS TREE
Tori Spelling, Dean McDermott
and their children Finn, Stella,
Hattie and Liam joined The Venetian Las Vegas to light up the hotel’s
Christmas tree and take in a special
holiday kickoff performance by
Human Nature.
In the spirit of the holiday season, Human Nature performed
songs from their just-released
Christmas album, Have Yourself a
Merry Little Christmas, Santa Claus
is Coming to Town, White Christmas, which will be showcased in
their brand new, limited-engagement show in The Sands Showroom, Christmas, Motown and
More, from December 12 to 24.
The lighting of the awe-inspiring 65-foot LED Christmas tree followed the live show. Tori Spelling,
Dean McDermott and their children, who are in town for a holiday
getaway, helped flip the switch,
which instantly brought the feeling
of a Christmas wonderland to Las
Vegas. The festive family is spending Thanksgiving at The Venetian
Las Vegas.
The Venetian Las Vegas Holiday
Tree will be on display at Doge’s
Palace Plaza until January 4, 2015.
*****
CARNEVINO ITALIAN
STEAKHOUSE
COMPETES ON A&E
Carnevino Italian Steakhouse
Executive Chef, Nicole Brisson,
competes on the premiere episode
of A&E’s FYI Network new series
“Late Nite Chef Fight.” Bunkhouse
Saloon will host a premiere viewing party on Sunday, November 30
from 7 to 10 p.m.
Four-time world champion
boxer, Laila Ali, and chef and restaurateur, Vic “Vegas” Moea, host
late Nite Chef Fight. The competing chefs will have to leave their
well-equipped kitchens behind to

Brawl” concept and includes three
rounds of battle. The winner of the
first round gets to choose the food
truck they cook in, the second round
winner gets a secret advantage and
the final round winner takes home

the title.
“I’m not scared of a little competition,” said Chef Nicole Brisson.
“Trading in my kitchen for a food
truck was extremely difficult but it
forced me to think on my toes and
be creative.”
After graduating from Johnson
& Wales University, Brisson furthered her education with food writers Molly O’Neill and Faith
Willinger, who helped her develop
a love for local produce and cured
meats of both the United States and
Italy. Under Chefs Steven Kalt and
Paul Bartolotta, Brisson opened
Wynn Las Vegas. Brisson served as
Chef di Cucina at Otto Las Vegas
for three years before she was appointed Executive Chef at
Carnevino.
Carnevino is located inside of
The Palazzo Hotel and boasts a
blend of the highest quality steaks
and wine that Las Vegas has to offer. For more information visit
www.carnevino.com.
*****
GRAND FUNK RAILROAD
AT ORLEANS
Popular ‘70s rock band Grand
Funk Railroad will celebrate more
than 45 years of “Grand Funk”
when they bring their hits to The
Orleans Showroom January 10 and
11.
In 1969, the band released its
first two albums, “On Time,” and
“Grand Funk” (also know as “The
Red Album”). In 1970, the group
sold more albums than any other
American band and became a ma-

jor concert attraction. The following year, they broke The Beatles’
attendance record at New York’s
Shea Stadium, selling out a concert
in just 72 hours.
Perhaps best-known for their
1973 chart-topping single, “We’re
An American Band,” Grand Funk
achieved great success throughout
the ‘70s, releasing eleven albums,
seven of which were top 10 entries
on the Billboard charts.
In 1998, Grand Funk performed
at the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame
and Museum in Cleveland, Ohio
highlighting a donation of memorabilia to be included in a Grand
Funk display at the Hall of Fame.
Throughout their career, the
band has sold more than 25 million
albums worldwide, performed in
front of sold-out stadium and arena
crowds on several continents and
released nine Top 40 singles.
Current members of Grand Funk
Railroad are Don Brewer, Mel
Schacher, Max Carl, Bruce Kulick
and Tim Cashion.
Showtime is 8 p.m. Tickets are
available starting from $39.95, plus
tax and convenience fees, and can
be purchased at any Boyd Gaming
Box
Office,
by
calling
702.365.7075
or
visiting
www.orleanscasino.com.
*****
Mike Kermani is an entertainment writer for the Las Vegas Tribune newspaper. He writes a weekly
column in this newspaper. To contact Mike Kermani, email
mkermani@ lasvegas tribune.com
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House of Blues hosts holiday
performances by Barry Black
By Jerry Fink
Las Vegas Tribune
Soulful singer songwriter Barry
Black, known nationally from his
appearance on NBC’s “The Voice,”
will perform a run of holiday concerts at Crossroads Restaurant &
Bar at House of Blues Las Vegas at
Mandalay Bay Resort and Casino.
‘A Soulful Christmas with Barry
Black and Friends...’ will feature
the singer performing a full set of
holiday favorites, as well as some
original songs, on the intimate
Courtyard Stage where he will be
joined by special guests including
former contestants from “The
Voice,” Preston Pohl and Josh Logan, as well as the sensational
Serena Henry who has performed
alongside Gladys Knight and
Smokey Robinson.
‘A Soulful Christmas with Barry
Black and Friends...’ runs Tuesday,
Dec. 16 through Saturday, Dec. 20
from 8 p.m.–11 p.m. nightly. Crossroads Restaurant & Bar food specials will be available starting at $3,
drink specials, including House of
Blues’ Traditional Eggnog, beginning at $6 and $4 Heinekens. Admission is free and open to all ages.
Highly influenced by the sounds
of the classic soul era, Barry
Black’s live performances are a
mixture of every genre, from New
Jack Swing to Classic Country. A
feel-good party vibe follows him
wherever he goes and his journey
to bring real soul music back will
never end. He’s performed across
the Las Vegas valley and opened for
the likes of John Legend. His range
of music, versatility of styles and
genres truly make Black a one-ofa-kind phenom in the live-music
circuit.
*****
HELP A CHILD IN NEED AT
THE RIVIERA’S TOY D-RIV-E
The Riviera Hotel & Casino is
proud to benefit local children in
need and help spread the gift of
laughter this holiday season with
their second annual Toy D-RIV-E.
All Las Vegas locals who drop
off a new, unwrapped toy (minimum value of $10) to the Riviera
Box Office will receive a complimentary ticket to an upcoming
comedy show at the award-winning
Riviera Comedy Club, including
comedian Matt Kazam’s 40 Is Not
The New 20 . Donated toys will go
directly towards the 16th Annual
98.5 KLUC Chet Buchanan and the
Morning Zoo Toy Drive, benefitting HELP of Southern Nevada.
The Riviera Hotel & Casino’s
Toy D-RIV-E began Monday, December 1, 2014 and toys will be
accepted at the Riviera Box Office
through Thursday, December 11,
2014.
40 Is Not The New 20 is performed Monday through Saturday
at 10:00 p.m. inside the Riviera
Comedy Club (dark on Sundays).
Beginning Monday, December 1,
2014, the show will be performed
at 7:00 p.m. Monday through
Thursday and at 7:00 p.m. and
10:00 p.m. on Fridays and Saturdays. All stand-up performances at
Riviera Comedy Club are performed at 8:30 p.m. There is a one
complimentary-ticket maximum
per person and guests must be 18
years or older. For more information,
please
visit
www.RivieraHotel.com.
Upcoming Riviera Comedy
Club stand-up performances includes
Monday, December 1–Sunday,
December 7 — Bob Zany with
Carla Rea
Monday, December 8–Sunday,
December 14 — Mike Merryfield
with Greg Vaccariello
Monday, December 15–Sunday,
December 21 — Don Barnhart with
Michael Wheels Parise
Monday, December 22–Sunday,
December 28 — John Bizarre with
Jimmie JJ Walker
Monday, December 29–Sunday,
January 4 — Mike Marino with
Derek Richards
*****
TEARS FOR FEARS TO
PERFORM AT THE PEARL
Iconic ’80s synth-pop duo Tears
for Fears will perform at The Pearl
inside Palms Casino Resort on
Dec.13, 2014 at 8 p.m. Tickets start
at $43, plus any additional service
fees.

Tears for Fears have been entertaining fans for nearly three decades
epitomizing the ’80s in sound and
maintaining a strong fan base in the
decades since.
The duo of Roland Orzabal and
Curt Smith released The Hurting in
1983, but exploded in popularity
internationally with the 1985 release Songs from the Big Chair
which reached No. 1 on the Billboard 200 charts and featured hits
including “Shout,” “Everybody
Wants to Rule the World,” and
“Head Over Heels.”
1989’s follow up The Seeds of
Love was also successful with the
title track reaching the top of multiple rock charts and reached No. 2
on The Billboard Hot 100. Soon
after the duo split while Orzabal
continued making music as Tears
for Fears. In 2004, they two reunited to record “Everybody Loves
a Happy Ending.”
On Nov. 10, 2014, Tears for
Fears will re-release Songs from the
Big Chair which will be available
in five formats, including a six-disc
deluxe edition box set featuring previously unreleased material, a 180
gram heavyweight LP and a 5.1
surround sound mix by Steven Wilson.
Doors at the Pearl will open at 7
p.m. and show time is 8 p.m. The
Pearl Box Office is open daily from
noon until 7 p.m. with extended
hours on select event days. Follow
The Pearl on Twitter at
@PearlatPalms for concert announcements and event information.
*****
FOXWORTHY, LARRY THE
CABLE GUY AT PLANET
HOLLYWOOD
Two chart-topping comedians,
Jeff Foxworthy and Larry the Cable
Guy, will host a laugh out loud
weekend together inside the newlyrenovated The AXIS Powered by
Monster at Planet Hollywood Resort & Casino on Friday, Dec. 12
and Saturday, Dec. 13 at 9:30 p.m.
Tickets will go on sale to the public on Friday, July 25 at 10 a.m.
Jeff Foxworthy is one of the
most respected and successful comedians in the country. He is the
largest selling comedy-recording
artist in history, a multiple Grammy
Award nominee and best-selling
author of more than 26 books. He
is currently the host of GSN’s “The
American Bible Challenge,” which
premiered in 2012 with record-setting ratings for the network. Jeff
was also the host of the hit show
“Are You Smarter Than A 5th
Grader,” and prior to that he executive produced and starred in
“Foxworthy’s Big Night Out.” He
also starred in and executive produced the television series, “Blue
Collar TV,” which he created for the
WB network. “Blue Collar TV”
came about due to the success of
“Blue Collar Comedy Tour, The
Movie” and the concert tour of the
same name.
Larry the Cable Guy is a
multiplatinum recording artist,
Grammy Award nominee, Billboard
Award winner and one of the top
comedians in the country. He has
his own line of merchandise and
continues to sell out theaters and
arenas across the United States.
Larry was the host of “Only in
America with Larry the Cable Guy”
for History which aired for three
seasons. Larry recently finished
production on “Jingle All The Way
2” set for release this winter and has
also starred in “Tooth Fairy 2”
(2012), “Witless Protection”
(2008), “Delta Farce” (2007) and
his first feature, “Larry the Cable
Guy: Health Inspector” (2006).
Larry is the voice of the beloved
Mater in the Golden Globe Awardwinning animated feature film
“Cars” (2006) and “Cars 2” (2011)
from Disney/Pixar.
Tickets range in price from $55
to $125, plus applicable tax and
fees, and may be purchased online
at ticketmaster.com or in-person at
The AXIS box office at Planet Hollywood Resort & Casino.
*****
M PRESENTS THE
SHIRELLES, STARRING
BEVERLY LEE
The Shirelles, credited for originating the iconic girl-group sound
of the ‘60s, will take the stage on

Saturday, Dec. 13 at M Resort Spa
Casino performing a selection of
their chart-topping hits and holiday
favorites.
The Rock & Roll Hall of Fame
group, starring Beverly Lee, will
perform their 50th anniversary tour
“50 Years & Still Fabulous” with a
selection of songs including “Will
You Still Love Me Tomorrow,”
“Dedicated to the One I Love,”
“Mama Said,” “Soldier Boy,”
“Baby It’s You,” “Foolish Little
Girl,” “What A Sweet Thing That
Was,” “Boys,” and “I Met Him On
A Sunday.” The Shirelles will also
perform a festive assortment of
holiday songs to get audiences into
the holiday spirit.
Tickets are on-sale now, priced
at $19.99, $24.99 and $29.99, plus
taxes and fees. The concert begins
at 7 p.m. and doors open at 6 p.m.
Tickets can be purchased at the M
Box Office, by phone at 800-7453000 or at Ticketmaster.com.
*****
SADDLE UP FOR THE 28TH
ANNUAL DOWNTOWN
HOEDOWN AT FREMONT
STREET EXPERIENCE
Saddle up for the 28th Annual
Downtown Hoedown at Fremont
Street Experience taking place on
Wednesday, Dec. 3 beginning at
4:30 p.m. The popular downtown
destination has wrangled in top
country music talents for all cowboys, cowgirls and country music
fans alike to celebrate the return of
the annual National Finals Rodeo
to Las Vegas with free concerts
under the neon lights. This year’s
lineup will feature performances
from Thomas Rhett, Confederate
Railroad, The Cadillac Three,
American Young, RaeLynn and Old
Dominion on Fremont Street

Experience’s three stages.
*****
JOHN PRINE RETURNS
TO THE PEARL
Grammy-award
winning
songwriter John Prine returns to Las
Vegas for the first time since 1999
and will wow audiences at The
Pearl inside Palms Casino Resort on
December 6, 2014 at 8 p.m. Tickets start at $39, plus any additional
service fees. This show will close
out Prine’s performances for 2014.
Some four decades since his remarkable debut, John Prine has
stayed at the top of his game, both
as a performer and songwriter. In
recent years, he was honored at the
Library of Congress by US Poet
Laureate Ted Kooser, elevating
Prine from the annals of
songwriters into the realm of
bonafide American treasures.
Doors at the Pearl will open at 7
p.m. and show time is 8 p.m. The
Pearl Box Office is open daily from
noon until 7 p.m. with extended
hours on select event days. Follow
The Pearl on Twitter at
@PearlatPalms for concert announcements and event information.
*****
THE IMPROV AT HARRAH’S:
DECEMBER 2–7
The world-famous Improv at
Harrah’s Las Vegas is the longestrunning comedy club on the Las
Vegas Strip. The Improv’s ability to
showcase young comedians, as well
as bring in big names, has attributed to its longevity and success .
Each week, The Improv showcases some of the funniest and
freshest faces in comedy, creating
a show that is always unique and
definitely funny. The comedians
who will perform Dec. 2-7 are:

John Henton: John Henton, actor and comedian, dates his career
back to the ‘80s, when he won an
amateur night contest. A few years
later, Henton moved to Los Angeles where he started his stand-up
comedy full time. He won the 1991
Johnny Walker National Comedy
Search and was spotted on “The
Tonight Show with Johnny
Carson.” After appearing on the
show, he has made appearances on
many television programs and
starred in his own half-hour comedy special, “John Henton: Comedy with an Attitude.”
Aida Rodriguez: Aida
Rodriguez has a unique style of
comedy. Her colorful splash in the
bland world of affairs makes
Rodriguez unafraid to tackle all issues from her own battle with Anorexia to the fight against Child
Abuse. Wowing audiences on the
Hollywood scene with her regular
appearances at The Improv, Laugh
Factory, Jon Lovitz Comedy Club
in Los Angeles, Aida Rodriguez has
toured the nation and performed
with such heavyweights as Russell
Peters, Damon Wayans, Chris
Rock, and Paul Rodriguez.
Brandon Hahn: When he’s not
hosting his own radio show on
KOMP 92.3 or hosting his interest
TV show, Brandon “Gooch” Hahn
is a stand-up comedian grabbing
different microphones all over the
country. Hahn has opened up for big
stand-up names such as Ralph Harris, Paulie Shore, Jim Bruer, and
Larry The Cable Guy.
Shows are at 8:30 p.m. and 10
p.m. Tuesday through Sunday.
Tickets are $29.05 or $44.95 (plus
applicable taxes and fees) for VIP
tickets that include special seating,
an Improv T-shirt and post-show
meet-and-greet with the comics.
Special two-for-one tickets are also
available for locals for the 10 p.m.
show. Tickets are available at
Harrah’s Box Office 702-369-5223
and at www.harrahslasvegas.com.
*****
Jerry Fink is an entertainment
columnist for the Las Vegas Tribune
newspaper and writes a weekly column. To contact Jerry Fink, email
him at jfink@ lasvegastribune.com.
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Dine-around the Venetian Resort
By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by the Venetian Resort
unless otherwise indicated
I was invited to a media dinearound, one-of-a-kind event. This
invitation included dining at not just
one restaurant, but four restaurants
of the Batali & Bastianich Hospitality Group (B&BHG).
At 5 pm, I entered the Venetian
Resort’s beautiful St. Mark’s
Square looking just as I remembered it in Venice. We began the
dine-around on the terrace at the
Otto Enoteca Pizzeria. What a romantic setting!
Dining on the terrace offered a
front seat to the Venetian Resort’s
specialty acts and singers.
Since the Otto Enoteca Pizzeria
specializes in charcuterie (char-cute-rie), the buffet tables were filled
with a large variety of house-cured
salumi, sausage and other meats.
The servers brought cauliflower
Frittelle, Arancine and Fnocco
Fritto, traditional appetizers from
different regions of Italy.
Dining at four restaurants in one
evening was more that a tasting, it
was a feast to remember!
The food was paired with a light
refreshing Prosecco Flor NV Italian wine.
Jason Neve, Culinary Director of
the four B&BHG Restaurants on
the dine-around tour, explained,
“We have a casual wine bar, a great
place to hang-out and enjoy St.
Marks Square. The performers
make you feel you are on the streets
of Venice. The Otto Enoteca Pizzeria has been here eight years located
at St. Marks Square, inside the Venetian Resort. We are serving light
classic Italian appetizers for this
evening’s dine-around. This is our
own Italian charcuterie program,
one thing we are really proud of
offering everything from lonza
(pork) to coppa (hard dry Italian

sausage), testa and different
salumis.”
The art of Charcuterie, the classical techniques in preserving
meats and other foods, has been
handed down throughout the ages

The Charcuterie Buffet (Photo by Sandy Zimmerman)

The Charcuterie Buffet (Photo by Sandy Zimmerman)
in Europe.
d’Aosta).
Otto Enoteca Pizzeria’s striking
Taleggio cheese — Cow’s milk
glass tower rose above the restau- aged minimum 40 days
rant with glass storage for their own (Lombardin).
preserved meats and cheeses. This
Robiola Bosina cheese — Cow
is an opportunity for guests to try and sheep’s milk aged 15 days
some of these classic imported Ital- (Piemonte).
ian cheeses you do not find often.
Mozzarella di Bufala cheese —
Parmigiano Reggiano, the undis- Water buffalo aged 1 week
puted king of cheeses aged 28 (Campania).
months (Emilia-Romagna).
This was my first stop, now off
Gorgonzola Dolce cheese — to the next restaurant, three more
Cow’s milk aged 3-4 months restaurants to go.
(Lombardia).
The Enoteca Otto Pizzeria is loFontana cheese — Cow’s milk cated in St. Mark’s Square, inside
aged minimum of 90 days (Val the Venetian Resort. Visit

www.ottopizzeria.com.
*****
Award
winning
Sandy
Zimmerman is a syndicated columnist featuring Show and Dining reviews, Travel, Health, Spas, Luxury,
Spas, Fashion, Automobiles and
more. Sandy is talk show host of the
Las Vegas Today Show programs
and Discover the Ultimate Vacation
travel specials. If you want to suggest topics for articles, if you would
like to be reviewed, for information
or to ask any questions about
Sandy’s articles, call (702)-7316491.

The Tower houses their preserved meats and cheese collection.

The Otto Enoteca Pizzeria is located in Saint Mark’s Square, at the Venetian Resort.

Guests Billionaire Magazine (Photo by Sandy Zimmerman)
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EarthTalk is written and edited by Roddy Scheer and Doug Moss
and is a registered trademark of E - The Environmental Magazine (www.emagazine.com). Send questions to:
earthtalk@emagazine.com. Subscribe: www.emagazine.com/
subscribe; Free Trial Issue: www.emagazine.com/trial.
Dear EarthTalk: Has recycling
lived up to its promise to reduce
waste and pollution, save energy
and provide jobs in our ailing
economy? —Ian Atkinson, New
York, NY
Americans still don’t recycle as
much as they could. Nonetheless,
the practice is already considered a
huge success given that it keeps
about a third of the solid waste we
generate out of our quickly filling
landfills and saves natural resources
while generating much-needed revenue for struggling municipal governments. Recycling also helps us
keep our carbon footprints down:
According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, recycling
one ton of aluminum cans conserves more than 1,665 gallons of
gasoline.
Of course that doesn’t mean the
progression from virtually no recycling just 40 years ago to today’s
U.S. average of 33.8 percent has
always been smooth. Some types of
materials, especially mixed plastics,
have proven difficult and/or expensive to recycle, causing skeptics to
question the overall value proposition. But well managed recycling
systems that focus on profitable resources like glass, paper and metals have been a big success. And
why wouldn’t they be, when recycling uses as little as five percent
of the energy required for virgin
production of materials such as aluminum?
Sara Brown of Presidio Graduate School reports that, while recycling has gained significant momentum during the last two decades, it has still not yet realized
its potential. “Unfortunately, recycling pick-up services are not cheap
and it is viewed as a redundant service; extra trucks mean extra cost.
On top of that, single stream recycling requires investment in technology to sort the loads efficiently,”
she says. “Trash, on the other hand,
is far more indiscriminate because
everything just goes to one place,
the landfill.”
Brown says that the availability
of curbside recycling programs varies throughout the country, as does
their success. For example, New

York City was a pioneer in recycling, but when the city became
strapped for cash, recycling rates
fell precipitously to just 15 percent
and have not recovered. “New York
City officials claim it is more expensive to recycle than to send trash
to landfills and incinerators for disposal, and that they have to weigh
those costs against environmental
goals.”
On the other end of the spectrum
is San Francisco, which has been
steadily increasing its recycling and
composting and is now up to over
77 percent. Even more incredibly,
the city is aiming for zero waste by
2020. Brown lauds San Francisco
for structuring its recycling program to promote the desired behavior. “Curbside fees are charged on
a ‘pay as you throw’ basis for trash,
while recycling and compost are
free, creating a financial incentive
for following the law and sorting
your waste.” Brown adds that programs like San Francisco’s prove
that recycling can be economically
viable besides being good for the
planet.
Brown acknowledges we’ve
come a long way with recycling but
that there is still great potential to
do more. A November 2011 report
entitled “More Jobs, Less Pollution” by a coalition of groups including the BlueGreen Alliance, the
Natural Resources Defense Council and Recycling Works! advocates
that the U.S. government mandate
diverting 75 percent of our waste
coast-to-coast by 2030. The result
would be 1.5 million new jobs as
well as significant pollution reduction and savings in water and other
resources.
*****
Dear EarthTalk: I’ve heard that
the price of getting solar panels installed on a home is lower than
ever, but has it gotten to the point
anywhere in the U.S. where it’s
actually cheaper than traditional
grid power yet? — Lester Milstein,
Boston, MA
Rooftop solar panels have always been the province of well-todo, eco-friendly folks willing to
shell out extra bucks to be green,
but that is all starting to change.

Recycling today is considered by many to be a huge success, though
Americans could be recycling more than they do. Well managed recycling
systems that focus on profitable resources like glass, paper and metals
have had the most success.

The cost of electricity derived from residential rooftop solar panels could achieve “price parity” with fossilfuel-based grid power in 47 U.S. states by 2016 according to a new report from Deutsche Bank.
According to the National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL),
the cost of putting solar panels on a
typical American house has fallen
by some 70 percent over the last
decade and a half. And a recent report from Deutsche Bank shows
that solar has already achieved socalled “price parity” with fossil
fuel-based grid power in 10 U.S.
states. Deutsche Bank goes on to
say that solar electricity is on track
to be as cheap or cheaper than average electricity-bill prices in all but
three states by 2016 —
assuming,that is, that the federal
government maintains the 30 percent solar investment tax credit it
currently offers homeowners on
installation and equipment costs.
But therein could lie the rub. The
federal tax credit for residential solar installations expires in 2016, and
it’s anybody’s guess whether and to
what extent the Republican-dominated Congress will renew it. Legislative analysts report that while
Congress is unlikely to abandon the
program entirely, big cutbacks
could be on the way. But Deutsche

Bank maintains that even if the
credit is reduced to 10 percent, solar power would still achieve price
parity with conventional electricity
in some 36 states by 2016.
Meanwhile, homeowners in
states where additional local incentives are available and there’s lots
of sunshine — such as across the
Southwest — may in fact already
be able to power their homes
cheaper with the sun than from the
grid. Homeowners looking to go
solar should check out the Database
of State Incentives for Renewable
and Efficiency (DSIRE), a free
online database of all the different
state and local incentives for solar
and other forms of renewable energy.
And prices for solar are expected
to keep falling as technologies improve and financing becomes more
affordable. Solar leasing has helped
hundreds of thousands of Americans realize the dream of going solar without breaking the bank. The
companies behind such programs
— SolarCity, SunRun and others —
take care of installation, mainte-

nance and upgrades while the customer ends up paying about as
much for clean, green power as for
grid power from coal or other fossil fuels.
Of course, solar is still a bit
player in the scheme of things in
terms of U.S. and global electricity
production. But with costs coming
down, we can expect to see a lot
more solar panels going up on rooftops across the land in the coming
decade. Environmentalists concerned about our changing climate
say the sooner the better, as our dependency on coal and other fossil
fuels for electricity is a big contributor to global warming.
Congress will definitely be considering whether or not to extend
the solar investment tax credit when
it reconvenes in 2015. If you’re part
of the silent majority of Americans
who would like to see the credit extended so that middle class Americans can continue to afford to convert to solar power, be sure to speak
up and let your Congressional delegation know.
*****
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Three Ways to Overcome
An Exercise Plateau

By Sidney Wilson
So you’ve been training hard
and going to the gym consistently
but somehow you can’t seem to get
the results you desire. You’re likely
wondering why you are working so
hard but not seeing the desired results despite all your hard work and
effort.
Well, there are many exercise
pitfalls that can sabotage your efforts and get in the way of reaching your desired body. Keep reading to learn three of the most common pitfalls and what you can do
to overcome them.
Pitfall #1:
Failure to set
performance goals.
Setting goals is very important
for reaching the body you desire.
Goals can be the destination and the
roadmap that allow you to successfully lose weight, add muscle, or
increase your endurance. If you
don’t have specific goals around
what it is you desire to achieve, then
it’s going to be difficult to get where
you want to go.
Often, where people go wrong
is when only focusing on the longterm goal, such as losing 50 pounds
or fitting into smaller clothes. These
goals are great and definitely a
must; however, it’s also important
to set smaller, action-oriented goals
along they way to track your
progress and to keep you on the
right path. These types of goals are
known as performance goals.
They are goals that you can track
on a daily or weekly basis such as
exercising five days per week for
30 minutes, completing three
strength-training workouts per
week, or running 20 miles per
week. They are easy to measure and
very specific.
At the end of the week you either did them or you didn’t, so it’s
easy to track your progress. They’re
the action steps that you will take
to reach your ultimate goal. So ask
yourself, what performance goals
can you set to reach your ultimate
goal?

By Dr Nina Radcliff

Mental Aerobics To Help Prevent,
Slow Down, And Possibly Reverse
Alzheimer’s Symptoms

Sidney Wilson
have a huge impact on getting the
Pitfall #2:
results you desire. Often it’s easy
Doing the same workout
routine over and over again. to fall into the trap of thinking that
Have you ever noticed someone exercise is enough, but actually exin the gym doing the same exact ercise is not the best way to burn
workout routine for weeks, months, fat.
Exercise is best for shaping and
or even years? Have you noticed
how their body tends to look the toning your body or adding muscle,
same despite all their time in the but your nutrition is what’s going
to get off that extra fat sitting on
gym?
Well if you have, or if that top of those muscles.
So if you’re not getting the resounds like you, great job for being consistent, but unfortunately sults you desire, it may be time to
doing the same workout routine start paying more attention to your
over and over again without creat- diet. It may be time to cut down on
ing a new challenge often leads to sugar, lower your carbohydrate ina weight loss plateau, lack of re- take, up your protein intake, or start
watching how many calories you’re
sults, and a lot of frustration.
So what can you do? It’s impor- actually eating.
Sometimes, even just a few
tant that you are constantly challenging yourself and coming up small changes can have a huge imwith new and different workout pact on your results. So what areas
routines and exercises. Eventually, of your diet could you clean up to
the same one will get easy and no start getting the results you desire?
Sidney Wilson is a Las Vegaslonger offer the stimulus needed to
based celebrity fitness trainer and
continue to transform your body.
That’s when it’s time to try some lifestyle coach dedicated to providnew exercises, increase the weight, ing his clients with the tools needed
to “Get Vicious.” Through rigorous
or up the intensity.
Generally, changing up your workouts and extensive nutrition
routine and making it more chal- coaching, Sidney trains clients at
lenging every four to six weeks will The Get Vicious Training Center
help you to avoid hitting that located at 5693 South Jones Blvd.
Suite 103, Las Vegas, NV 89118, or
dreaded plateau.
remotely around the world through
Pitfall #3:
his website www.sidneywilson.com.
Not paying attention
Sidney can be contacted at:
to your diet.
When it comes to transforming sidneywilsoniv@gmail.com or 646your body, what you eat is going to 226-6359.

SOCIAL SECURITY AWARENESS

Social Security benefits
children all year long

By Eric Hegland
Social Security Operations
Supervisor in Henderson
With holidays and vacations,
December is often considered a
time to focus on the children in our
lives. Whether we’re taking the kids
to visit Santa, buying Hanukkah
gifts, or volunteering for a toy drive,
children are at the heart of the holiday season.
We at Social Security definitely
know a thing or two about helping
children.
Did you know that we issue Social Security numbers for children,
typically during the first weeks or
months of their life? You can learn
about Social Security numbers for
children by reading our publication,
Social Security Numbers For Children,
available
at
www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs.
A child needs a Social Security
number if he or she is going to have
a bank account, if a relative is buying savings bonds for the child, if
the child will have medical coverage, or if the child will receive government services. You’ll also need
a Social Security number for a child
to claim him or her on your tax returns. Typically, the hospital will
ask if you want to apply for a Social Security number for your newborn as part of the birth registration
process. This is the easiest and fastest way to apply.
If you wait to apply, you will
have to visit a Social Security office and you must:
—Complete an Application For
a Social Security Card (Form SS5).
—Show us original documents
proving your child’s U.S. citizenship, age, and identity.
—Show us documents proving
your identity.
Remember, a child age 12 or
older requesting an original Social
Security number must appear in
person for the interview, even
though a parent or guardian will
sign the application on the child’s
behalf.
You can imagine the many di-

What
You Need
To Know

verse needs that children around the
world have.
The children of some countries
aren’t as fortunate, and don’t have
the strong social safety net that we
have in the United States. We work
hard at Social Security to protect the
needs of children, particularly if one
or both of their parents are disabled,
retired, or deceased. These benefits
for children provide necessities, and
help many minors complete high
school.
You can learn more by reading
our publication, Benefits For Children,
available
at
www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs.
Children with disabilities are
among our most vulnerable citizens. Social Security is dedicated
to helping those with qualifying
disabilities and their families
through the Supplemental Security
Income (SSI) program. To qualify
for SSI:
—The child must have a physical or mental condition, or a combination of conditions, resulting in
“marked and severe functional limitations.” This means that the

condition(s) must severely limit
your child’s activities.
—The child’s condition(s) must
be severe, last for at least 12
months, or be expected to result in
death.
—If your child’s condition(s)
does not result in “marked and severe limitations”, or does not result
in those limitations for at least 12
months, your child will not qualify
for SSI.
—The child must not be working and earning more than $1,090
a month in 2015. (This amount usually changes every year.) If he or
she is working and earning that
much money, your child will not be
eligible for disability benefits.
Learn the details about benefits
for children by reading our publication, Benefits for Children with
Disabilities,
available
at
www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs.
Visit www.socialsecurity.gov/
people/kids to learn more about all
we do to care for children. Caring
for the next generation is a national
priority, during the holidays and all
year long.

DO YOU NEED AN EDITOR?
Have you been embarrassed lately when someone pointed
out to you that you misspelled a word in your report or maybe
had a whole sentence all messed up? Have you personally
felt that you could’ve done a much better job on that manuscript
but just didn’t have the time?
Why put off doing what you know you should have done before:
call in an editor! As a word-, sentence-, and document-doctor,
she will fix what needs fixing by adding a little of this or that,
and taking out what shouldn’t have been there in the first place.
Give yourself the luxury of looking your best in print!
Editor-at-your-service@gmail.com. 702-706-6875.

By Dr. Nina Radcliff
I never could understand why the characters in the play Waiting for
Godot continued to... wait for Godot. Similarly, when it comes to a pharmaceutical cure for Alzheimer’s dementia, I share the same sentiment.
There are things we can (and I believe, must) do now to fend off and slow
down this debilitating and fatal disease.
When nerve cells in the brain die or no longer function normally, our
memory, behavior, and ability to think clearly are affected. We become
unable to recognize family members or care for ourselves. Even basic
things such as chewing and swallowing or walking can be impaired.
Alzheimer’s dementia affects 15 million Americans, almost half of our
residents over the age of 85 years, and is the 6th leading cause of death.
Despite these statistics, it’s not “trendy” to discuss, there is no Alzheimer’s
awareness month, and there is no cure. Let’s look at things we can do in
the meantime so we are not disappointed if Godot doesn’t arrive.
Regular exercise can protect against Alzheimer’s dementia by up to
60 percent and it can even slow down further deterioration in those who
already have it. Just like our biceps, abdominal and heart muscles benefit
from physical activity, so does our brain. A world of good can come to us
when we exercise just 150 minutes a week, the approximate length of a
movie.
Some tips include starting off slowly, even 10 minutes at a time; doing
an activity we enjoy, like walking, swimming laps, bicycling, playing
tennis, gardening, or jogging; breaking up activity throughout the day;
making it a group activity with family and friends.
—A “brain healthy” eating plan. This provides our noggin with the
right balance of vitamins, nutrients, fiber, and antioxidants while avoiding saturated fats and cholesterol. In order for our brains to remain in tiptop condition we need to provide the best fuel possible. Brain-healthy
eating should be thought of as a lifelong marathon, not a sprint.
—Mental stimulation, “use-it-or-lose-it,” mental aerobics. Whatever we may want to call it, ‘exercising’ our minds is like depositing
money in a savings account in anticipation of a rainy day. Consider learning something new like a language, skill or hobby, or studying a period in
history we have been curious about. People who play games such as
puzzles, crosswords, cards and checkers at least every other day have
been shown to maintain sharper thinking skills and a decreased risk for
developing Alzheimer’s.
—Quality sleep. As Benjamin Franklin stated: “Don’t put off until
tomorrow what you can do today.” Research has shown that when young
and middle-aged adults suffer from insomnia, they increase their risk for
developing Alzheimer’s down the road. Not getting enough sleep can
increase a protein known as amyloid beta that is found in Alzheimer’s.
On the other hand, good quality sleep allows our brains to rest and rejuvenate. This equates to memory consolidation, much like our computers
do when we back them up. Let’s follow proper sleep hygiene — the rituals and routines that we undergo, much like getting a baby to fall asleep.
—Active social life. Having friends allows us to share our joys and
sorrows, exchange ideas and advice, and celebrate. However, as we age,
our children leave our homes and we retire from the workforce. This can
make it difficult to maintain an active social life. Consider volunteering
at a charitable organization; join a club or social group; meet your neighbors; call friends on the phone or email; or take a group class at the gym
or community college.
Godot may never literally arrive, much like a cure for Alzheimer’s
dementia. However, proven lifestyle changes can keep our brain cells
healthy and functioning longer. It is widely shared by many that the best
medicine we can take is that of prevention. After all, why fix something if
we don’t have to break it? Perhaps Godot has arrived and has been sitting
in front of us all along. We just didn’t know what Godot looked like.
*****
Dr. Nina Radcliff is dedicated to her profession, her patients and her
community, at large. She is passionate about sharing truths for healthy,
balanced living as well as wise preventive health measures. She completed medical school and residency training at UCLA and has served on
the medical faculty at The University of Pennsylvania. She is a Board
Certified Anesthesiologist and a member of the American Society of Anesthesiologists where she serves on committees for Young Physicians and
Communications. Author of more than 200 textbook chapters, research
articles, medical opinions and reviews; she is often called upon by media
to speak on medical, fitness, nutrition, and healthy lifestyle topics impacting our lives, today.
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QUICK GETAWAYS

Fine dining in a Swiss village

By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by Ermitage Hotel unless
otherwise indicated
The Ermitage Hotel, elegant as
well as boldly Swiss, brings luxury
to a new level.
With such a grand setting, guests
can be assured their restaurant experience would be just as spectacular.
The server begins by bringing a
complimentary cold starter, the
classic Italian Grissini cookey with
eggplant caviar and a fresh cream
cheese originally from their
Schonried region. This is accompanied by a sesame cookie topped
with foie gras (goose liver) on the
side.
Later he returns with another
complimentary appetizer, their
warm Amuse-Bouche and calls it “a
gift from the kitchen.”
Their recipe combinations add a
thrilling taste treat to the meal.
The colorful Royal Crab/Shrimp
salad offers tomatoes in three colors (tomato espuma), transparent
tomato ravioli with royal carb tartar, olive oil malt and balsamic
emulsion.
Their Middle Eastern couscous
tabouli salad includes octopus and
a spicy Chorizo sausage from
Spain.
The juicy sautéed veal filet is a
pleasant change with baked veal
sweetbreads, three times broccoli
shallot puree and glazed shallots.
Their menu also offers a saddle
of venison, sautéed and crispy duck,
monkfish, Saint-Pierre fish and
more.
For the finale, the desserts feature chocolate cherry cake, American cheese cake, strawberry mousse
with fresh strawberries and a wide

The Ermitage Hotel offers seven different dining rooms with the opportunity to try a different one every night.

selection of Swiss and local
cheeses.
Whichever food you choose, this
is quite a gourmet meal!
The Ermitage Hotel calls their
restaurant, “A special experience
for your palate and for your eyes.”

They offer an interesting concept, eight dining room lounges all
with one menu. Guests can eat in a
different dining room lounge setting
each night.
A few of the selections are the
“Table d’ Hôte,” the “Ermitage
Lounge” an àla carte restaurant and
the traditional Fondue-Spycher
with different traditional cheese
fondues or the Chinoise meat Fondues.
At lunch, guests can choose the
Ermitage lunch buffet from 12- 2
pm in their Chuchis Lounge. The
new Front Kitchen offers hot and
cold specialties with a menu that

changes daily.
Although the Ermitage is located
in a small village, guests receive
first class dining as well as a luxurious stay and all of the comforts
comparable to other five-star hotels
in large cities.
The Ermitage Wellness-&-Spa
Hotel is in the village of Schonried
ov Gstaad, in Switzerland. Visit
www.ermitage.ch.
*****
SUGGESTIONS: Do you have a
favorite singer, comedian, magician, hypnotist, group, production
show or any entertainer in Las Vegas? Please let us know your choice

and you may win free show tickets
or other prizes. Call (702)-7316491with the reason for your
choice, your name/e-mail and telephone number. Award winning
Sandy Zimmerman is a syndicated
columnist featuring Show and Dining reviews, Travel, Health, Cars,
Luxury, Spas, Automobiles and
more. Sandy is talk show host of the
Las Vegas Today Show programs
and Discover the Ultimate Vacation
travel specials. If you want to suggest topics for articles, for information or to ask any questions about
Sandy’s articles, call (702)-7316491.

The “FondueSpycher”Lounge
features meat
and cheese
fondues.

Waiter (left) and shrimp (above) photos by Sandy Zimmerman

