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Allf/Thomas household could
prevent Las Vegas’ bright future
By Ed Uehling
Las Vegas Tribune
It seems that each election, disputes arise about the residency eligibility of a handful of candidates.
The eligibility of then-candidate
Andrew Martin was a huge issue in
the 2012 State Assembly race in
District 9: Andrew Martin 1) was
declared by a judge to be ineligible
for that election, but 2) too late to
be removed from the ballot, 3) went
on to gain the most votes in the election, and 4) was seated by the
Democratic majority of the Assembly, which 5) ignored the judge’s
decision. Andrew went on to serve
in the Assembly and is running in
the midterm 2014 election for State
Comptroller, a position which has
no residency complications, since
it is statewide. But the facts remain:
a judge ruled he was ineligible as a
candidate, he appeared on the ballot anyway, and he won because the
ruling came too late to inform voters.

My Point
of View
By Rolando Larraz

When I used to visit New York I
stayed at the Edison Hotel on West
47th Street while most of the people
that I was meeting stayed at the
Americana Hotel, and some at the
Waldorf Astoria, because they liked
to show off paying ten times more
than me to stay out of the hotels and
be in meetings and then just sleep a
few hours.
I was paying much less money,
and after my good friend, the now
late Cuban singer Miguelito Valdez
(Mr. Babalu) got me an even better
deal next door at the Century Paramount, I was paying even less
money for a room that some time I
didn’t even use.
Both hotels, The Edison and The
Century Paramount, are located in
the heart of Madison Square in the
heart of Times Square.
Today, I am back at the Century
Paramount and I am surprised to see
how elegant and fancy they have
made this historic (to me) New York
hotel and how expensive it is even
if I did not pay for it this time.
I am sitting here on the top floor
and my window is open because the
temperature must be around 75 or
80 degrees and the view is breathtaking; lots of memories come to
my mind including that tragic day
that had destroyed the life of so
many people; even after thirteen
years it is still fresh in everyone’s
mind.
I opened my computer and
started reading Maramis’ column
for this week’s edition of the Las
Vegas Tribune where she mentioned the day of September 11 as
a possible reason for why the 9/11
Patriot Day Debate was not as expected, but like I always say, everyone is entitled to their opinion in
this almost-free country that we live
in.
I think that something short of
200 people total, at an event that
was also impacted by the emergency session of the legislature,
could be seen as some kind of a
boycott of a Rolando Larraz-related
event... or maybe a Las Vegas Tribune event. But I still think that
people are ready to listen to, and to
dig into, the plans and backgrounds
of the candidates.
I wish I would have been able to
be there, but it was not possible. I
had planned this trip almost three
months ago and there were too
(See My Point of View, Page 2)

Judge Nancy Allf
Nevada Revised Statute NRS
293.1755 is clear:
Residency requirements for candidates; penalty for knowingly and
willfully making false statement
concerning residency on declaration or acceptance of candidacy;
exception.
1. In addition to any other requirement provided by law, no per-

township or other area prescribed
by law to which the office pertains
and, if elected, over which he or she
will have jurisdiction or will represent.
2. Any person who knowingly
and willfully files an acceptance of
candidacy or declaration of candidacy which contains a false statement in this respect is guilty of a
gross misdemeanor.
3. The provisions of this section
do not apply to candidates for the
office of district attorney.
(Added to NRS by 1975, 617;
A 1983, 1103; 1989, 2161; 1997,
3447; 1999, 2151; 2001, 673)
How can a government, which
has no respect for Separation of
Powers—in this case, between the
Judiciary and the Legislative (Assembly) branches—consider itself
legitimate? The Democrat-ruled
Assembly never acknowledged the
conflict and its disobedience of that
guiding principle; it ignored the
government rules (laws) and al-

lowed its conduct to stray far from
the principles intended by the
Founding Fathers and our founding
documents. In the case of Andrew
Martin, the decision to seat a person ruled ineligible to run was
based on the crudest of political
manipulations: the Democrats had
the majority vote.
Now history has repeated itself—in even more sinister ways:
Victoria Seaman, Republican candidate in Assembly District 34, filed
a case in which she presented evidence that her Democratic opponent does not live in the District as
required. Somehow this case ended
up in Courtroom #27, wherein sits
Judge Nancy Allf. Nancy Allf has
two strikes against her: First, she is
known to lean Democrat, and second, she can’t avoid being a political lightning-rod because of the
behavior of her husband, David
Thomas.
Mr. Thomas not only manages
(See Allf/Thomas, Page 6)

Attorney John G. Watkins is running for District Court Department 2
themselves losing the election.
to clients in the gaming industry,
The late Robert Faiss was well- and most people with gaming
known for offering a great defense issues tried to hire him if they

could afford him.
Thomas, a campaign manager
who maintains his clients under the
pretense that he can bring them endorsements from different unions
and other local organizations, is
known for bullying candidates that
intend to run against his candidates
by telling them that they cannot run
for that seat because “my candidate” is running for that seat.
Accusing Attorney John
Watkins of helping his clients escape justice may be considered a
somewhat inflammatory statement
when his duty is to represent his
client to the best of his ability; it
could backfire on his opponent’s
intention when allowing his campaign manager to defame a decent
person and a dedicated individual
(See Watkins, Page 7)

David Thomas
son may be a candidate for any office unless, for at least the 30 days
immediately preceding the date of
the close of filing of declarations
of candidacy or acceptances of candidacy for the office which the person seeks, the person has, in accordance with NRS 281.050, actually,
as opposed to constructively, resided in the State, district, county,

New smear campaign now
underway against Watkins
By Alexandra Cohen
Las Vegas Tribune
Running for office is not an easy
task for anyone, but running against
a candidate that surrounds himself
with unscrupulous individuals is
even more difficult.
That is the case with local attorney John G. Watkins, who is facing
off in the race for District Court
Department 2 against political bully
David Thomas’ client, Richard
Scotti, who has allowed his campaign manager and allies to play
dirty in their hopes to win this election.
Las Vegas Tribune has learned
that a new dirty campaign is in the
making, accusing Watkins of being
faithful and dedicated to his clients
accused of driving under the influence (DUI) by facilitating their way
out of the judicial system within the
law.
We’re not seeing anything new
during this political season. Former
Las Vegas mayor, Oscar Goodman,
was — and still is, after leaving office — referred to as the “Mob lawyer” because some of his clients
were a little colorful or had better
name recognition than those critics
of the attorney.
Watkins, a thirty-four year veteran of the legal community, has
been practicing law at all levels of
the Nevada judicial system, but he
is not (as yet) a judge, and is not a
jailer, and he cannot let people out
of jail as his opponent tries to suggest through his campaign tactic of
mud-slinging.
The behavior of Watkins’ enemies — acting so desperately unethical — is living proof that they
are running scared and they see

Smart meters continue
to be a serious problem
By Rolando Larraz
Las Vegas Tribune
The Las Vegas Tribune is asking the office of the Attorney General in Nevada to start an investigation of the smart meters after several NV Energy customers have
complained that they have been
forced to install the smart meter
under duress; others with medical
certification have told the newspaper that they believe they have
smart meters in their residence even
with a letter from their doctor that
the smart meter is damaging to their
health.
The controversy of the smart
(See Smart Meters, Page 7)

FROM THE DESK OF GORDON MARTINES

Taxpayers beware: The Police and
Body Camera Scam continues

By Gordon Martines
Clark County taxpayers: remember your history, otherwise you are
doomed to repeat it.
It is pretty much understood the
LVMPD Police Administration in
2004 introduced, accepted and
adopted a previously known-to-be
defective police radio system,

which was already riddled with
lawsuits across the country. This
Harris digital radio system was supposed to be integrated into and with,
our time-honored analog police radio system, and eventually was to
replace our old radio system that, I
might add, worked perfectly for
over three decades.

It should also be noted that some
of us older cops purchased on our
own, in the early ’80s, our own
portable police radios, for approx.
$150 each, from a company called
Maxon, because there were not
enough portable radios to equip
each officer while on duty. This
particular piece of equipment was

so valuable to each officer, that it
was not a hard decision to make and
purchase, and account for, relative
to one’s own financial condition at
the time. The LVMPD approved the
purchase of this portable radio by
officers, and then later reversed
their approval for unknown reasons.
(See From the Desk, Page 4)
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Would U.S. sue parents of James Foley?
Why White House is defending itself.
The parents of James Foley, who was beheaded by the Islamic State, say the Obama administration told them they
could be sued if they tried to pay their son’s ransom. A White House official said Sunday that it was not a threat.

By Mark Sappenfield
Christian Science Monitor
The Obama administration insisted Sunday that it never threatened to prosecute the families of the
two Americans beheaded by the Islamic State for raising money potentially to pay a ransom.
On the surface, the claims appear to be explosive. The idea of
prosecuting parents desperate to
save their sons from a barbaric act
comes across as at best unfeeling.
Speaking of possibly being
thrown in jail for paying a ransom
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Diane and John Foley talk to reporters outside their home in Rochester,
N.H., after speaking with President Obama last month after their son,
James Foley, was killed by the Islamic State.
to a terrorist group, which is
against federal law and
longstanding U.S. policy, John
Foley told Fox News: “Big deal.
I’d rather be in a prison here than
my son [James] being in a prison
over there.”
In an interview with CNN,

Diane Foley added: “We were told
we could not raise ransom, that it
was illegal. We might be prosecuted.”
On Sunday, White House Chief
of Staff Dennis McDonough sought
to clarify what the administration
said. “We didn’t threaten anybody,

(Continued from Page 1)
many people involved to make everyone change their plans for the
capriciousness of others and the
lack of communication among
many of us in this organization.
I believe that the September
11th date should not be a day on
which to have events or demonstrations; it is a day on which to
meditate, to remember that tragic
event and those who lost their lives
that day; to pray for the families
left behind by the victims of that
terrorist act and to thank all members of the United States Armed
Forces for their service and for the
job well done in protecting the
country.
Every time I see a holiday used
for picnics, barbeques and a day at
the lake, with people merely enjoying an extra day off with pay,
and no one takes the time to teach
our children the meaning of that
extra day off, it is sad to me.
No one is thinking about talking to the new generation about the
sacrifice of those who were involved in any of those particular
days off because all they think
about is the extra day off, from
teachers to everyone else down the
line; no one talks about the meaning or the reason for that extra day
off, be it a happy day or a sad day.
There is New Years Day, Martin Luther King, Jr. Day,
Washington’s Day, Memorial Day,

Independence Day, Labor Day, Columbus Day, Veterans Day, Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day,
which are federal holidays (whether
or not everyone gets them off); then
we have the State holidays, Ethnic
and Religious holidays, plus other
celebrations and observances; but I
am willing to bet, even though I am
not a betting man, that I know —
and probably better than the younger
generation — the meaning of these
so-called holidays.
First of all, our teachers, under
the pretense of being underpaid, are
more interested in preparing for the
extra day off (notice that I didn’t say
the holiday celebration) than teaching their classes what holiday they
are about to celebrate and why that
holiday is taking place.
I am not even going to mention
the staff of our public officials that
are ready to take off the day before
the holiday, and the day after the
holiday as well.
Again, I’ll be willing to bet that
most of those born in the beginning
of this century, year 2000, don’t even
know why adults are talking about
the September 11th episode.
And for those who are talking
about the “tragic event” of September 11, maybe we need to remind the
elected and public officials what
brought up the “tragic event of September 11” and when they talk about
putting their guard down, opening
the border and, most popular of them

My Point of View

but we made clear what the law is,”
he said on “Fox News Sunday.”
“That’s our responsibility, to make
sure we explain the law and uphold
the law.”
According to the transcripts of
the CNN and Fox News interviews,
at least, Mr. McDonough appears
to be correct. The Foleys do not say
the administration explicitly threatened to sue them. The issue appears
to be more one of nuance and perception.
When a federal law is in question, simply the delivery of such a
message by the federal government
— even in the spirit of transparency
— could seem to carry an implicit
threat.
Ms. Foley told CNN: “I was horrified, I was horrified. Because we
had had legal counsel that had assured us that no family of a captive
American had been prosecuted for
trying to get their child freed.”
Perhaps more to the point, however, is that the repeated warning
apparently gave the Foleys the im-

pression that the United States was
more concerned about following a
rule than bringing James Foley
home alive.
The Obama administration has
argued that was not the case. National Security Adviser Susan Rice
has noted that the U.S. launched a
Special Operations raid in an attempt to rescue Foley and the other
American hostage who has since
been beheaded, Steven Sotloff. And
with the U.S. about to send more
personnel to Iraq to fight the Islamic
State, it has reason not to want to
encourage more hostage-taking.
Indeed, the Foleys did not have
only harsh words for the government.
“We met wonderful people
within our government, who cared,
who wanted to help,” Ms. Foley
said, later adding, “I don’t want to
blame people because that is not
going to help.”
But the interviews left little
doubt that the Foleys felt the admin(See Foley, Page 4)

all, Immigration Reform, they need
to think about these who live here
and vote instead of thinking of those
who are not allowed to vote unless
they are friends of Harry Reid.
I have a lot of Mexican friends,
but the problem is not the Mexicans
who come here to work and be part
of this great nation — in fact Miguel
Barrientos and I talked about this
during his first radio show on Radio Tribune last Wednesday — the
problem is that there are too many
chameleons standing by the border
pretending to be Mexican to gain
entrance to the American territory
with the idea of causing problems
and destroying this country.
It is time for the American
people to realize that the country is
being taken over more and more by
enemy forces and that has to be

stopped if the American people
want to gain control back of their
nation — a little bit of the nation is
being taken over here and there by
someone, and a little of the American people here and there are letting that happen.
Me, I am happy to be on my way
back to Las Vegas where my roots
are and where bad or good, we can
call it the best city of them all, and
I call it home sweet home.
My name is Rolando Larraz, and
as always, I approved this column.
*****
Rolando Larraz is Editor in
Chief of the Las Vegas Tribune. His
column appears weekly in this
newspaper. To contact Rolando
Larraz,
email
him
at:
Rlarraz@lasvegastribune.com or
at (702) 699-8111.

David A. Rifkin, Executive Vice President

Quote of the Week:

“In case of dissension, never
dare to judge till you’ve
heard the other side.”
— Euripides

Please Note:

Although the Las Vegas Tribune
is open to all and sundry opinions about what we publish, we
wish to inform all those who
choose to submit their opinions
in writing to refrain from threatening anyone about whom an article is written or the writer of
the article. In other words, any
opinions containing threats will
not be published. We thank you
for adhering to this policy.

MISSION
STATEMENT

We search for the truth, embrace the truth, and print the truth.
If we inadvertently print something that is not true, we will let
our readers know. We are open to
documented information to shed
light on any issue of concern to
our readers. We are of service to
our community, and it is our intention to serve our community
the best way we can.

RECEIVE A FREE COPY OF THE LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE EVERY WEEK!
To receive a complimentary link to every new issue of the Las Vegas Tribune, please send
an email to circulation@lasvegastribune.com and give us the email address where you
would like your copy sent. We look forward to having you as a subscriber to our publication.

CITY BEAT

September 17-23, 2014 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / Page 3

Free Ice Cream Event on Sept. 28

Children and families are invited
to enjoy free ice cream at the Sunny
106.5 Ice Cream Sunday on Sunday, Sept. 28. The free event for the
whole family is 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at
The Promenade Park inside the
Providence master planned community in northwest Las Vegas. The
park is located at 7195 Egan Crest
Way, just north of the I-215 North
Beltway and Hualapai Way. Look
for the large green balloon.
The Sunny 106.5 Ice Cream
Sunday event features ice cream
sandwiches and other frozen treats
from Meadow Gold, plus a variety
of vendors, including Pacific Dental, Resort Stay International, Team
Ford, T-Mobile and Winder Farms.
Festivities include ice creameating contests, petting zoo, balloon
animals, bounce houses, entertainment by Amazing Clowns, and
more.
Attendees are invited to bring
new or gently used books for
Spread the Word Nevada. The nonprofit organization promotes literacy to make it possible for all children in Nevada to experience the
magic
of
books.
Visit
www.spreadthewordnevada.org to
learn more.
Now in its 13th year and fifth at
Providence, Sunny 106.5 Ice Cream
Sunday is presented by Sunny
106.5, Clear Channel, Providence
Master Planned Community, Providence Master Homeowners Association, Meadow Gold and Team
Ford Lincoln.
For information, call the Providence Master Homeowners Association at (702) 216-2020.
*****
Defense Mobile Foundation
Partners with Boulder Crest
Retreat in Support of
Wounded Military Personnel
Defense Mobile Foundation, the
charitable arm of Defense Mobile
Corporation, has partnered with and
made an initial contribution to the
Boulder Crest Retreat in support of
wounded military personnel in
need.
In response to Defense Mobile
Foundation’s contribution, Ken
Falke, Chairman and Founder of
Boulder Crest Retreat stated, “I am
honored by the support from the
Defense Mobile Foundation. The

Team at Defense Mobile is very
generous and it is donations like this
that allow us to execute our mission and support our military families in need.”
Boulder Crest is a rural sanctuary where military warriors, with
combat stress related injuries, are
invited to bring their families to
enjoy non-clinical, recreational,
therapeutic activities aimed at facilitating their physical, mental, financial, and spiritual recovery.
The
Defense
Mobile
Foundation’s mission is to be the
philanthropic arm that supports
Defense Mobile’s mission of connecting and improving the lives of
veterans, members serving in the
U.S military and their families. The
Foundation focuses on identifying
those individuals or groups in need
within the military community.
Funded entirely by Defense Mobile
Corporation through its commitment to give 10 percent of net profits to veteran and military causes,
the Foundation’s goal is to become
the largest philanthropic giver to
military causes in the U.S over the
next five years. Defense Mobile
Corporation provides nationwide
4G mobile phone services through
its branch specific brands:
ARMYmobile, NAVYmobile,
A I R F O R C E m o b i l e ,
MARINESmobile
and
COASTGUARDmobile.
“We recently had the opportunity to visit the Boulder Crest Retreat and were inspired by the special military families in attendance.
We are pleased by the beautiful environment and top-notch programs
that ease the burden placed on
wounded warriors and their families,” stated Ty McCoy, Chairman
of the Board of Trustees for the
Defense Mobile Foundation and
former Acting Secretary of the
United States Air Force. “The
Retreat’s focus on helping warriors
recover from both the physical and
psychological wounds of war lines
up with the Foundation’s mission
to enhance the lives of Veterans in
need. As the Defense Mobile Foundation continues to grow, so will our
partnership with the Boulder Crest
Retreat’s Leadership and its many
programs. ”
*****

RTC seeks elementary and
middle school student art
entries for 8th annual
anti-graffiti art contest
The Regional Transportation
Commission of Southern Nevada
(RTC) invites local elementary and
middle school students to submit
artwork to participate in its 8th annual 2014 RTC Anti-Graffiti Art
Contest. This year’s theme is:
“Keep Southern Nevada Graffiti
Free.”
The RTC is challenging kindergarten through eighth-grade students valley-wide to create artwork
that encourages Southern Nevadans
to respect each other’s property and
not devalue and deface it with graffiti.
The grand prize winners’ artwork will be unveiled this December during a special event held at
the winning artist’s school. The top
two entries will be featured on an
RTC vehicle for up to one year.
Crime Stoppers has also donated 10
shelter ads through Outdoor Promotions to showcase the top 10 pieces
of art.
Artwork submitted for the contest must be an original concept, in

color; no black and white, photography or glitter will be accepted. Art
tools may include markers, crayons,
colored pencils or paints. Students
must submit artwork on an 11-by17-inch landscape piece of paper to
be considered in the contest.
The deadline for artwork is
Thursday, Oct. 16, by 5 p.m. Entries can be mailed or hand-delivered to the RTC Administrative
Office, 600 S. Grand Central Parkway, Suite 350, Las Vegas, NV,
89106; Attention: Kelley Mulroy.
Full entry details can be found at
rtcsnv.com. More information is
also available via email at

mulroyk@rtcsnv.com or by phone
at 702-676-1623.
For this year’s program, the RTC
is partnering with the Las Vegas
Metropolitan Police Department
Graffiti Investigation Section,
Crime Stoppers, Outdoor Promotions, Vector Media Las Vegas, and
the Clark County School District.
The RTC is the transit authority,
transportation planning organization and regional traffic management agency for Southern Nevada.
The RTC’s vision is to provide a
safe, convenient and effective regional transportation system that
enhances mobility and air quality
for citizens and visitors. The RTC
encourages residents and visitors to
use a variety of transportation
choices to help reduce traffic congestion, clean the air and improve
the quality of life in Southern Nevada. For more information, visit
rtcsnv.com.
*****
City Beat is a compilation of
news and views of our editorial and
writing team, along with reader
submissions and topics. Readers
are invited to suggest a local topic
or any other items of interest.

Huong, left. is the artist that created the Immigration Murals that were presented this past weekend at
the Golden Nugget in Las Vegas. These famous murals were part of United Latinos of the UFCW (local
711) Education Conference Agenda as seen with United Latinos of the UFCW president, Pete Maturino.
Houng is a member of The Peace Mural Foundation in Miami. This is the second trip to Las Vegas for
these murals and possibly one more before they are presented to the Homeland Security Dept. where a
part of the mural will be given to them and present department chief, Janet Napolitano, who has a
quote in the murals. Houng is known for her USA Alive Mural, Iraq War Mural, BP Oil Spill Mural,
and most recently The American Color — Racism in the USA. The Immigration Murals are 8 ft. tall
and 200 ft. long. During this weekend’s UFCW reception, Huong’s speech drew a standing ovation as
she talked about equality and human rights.
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Judge Joe Bonaventure selected as new
Chief Judge of Las Vegas Justice Court
Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
At a special judges’ meeting on
August 27, 2014, the judges of the
Las Vegas Justice Court unanimously selected Vice Chief Judge
Joe Bonaventure to be the Court’s
next Chief Judge; he will begin a
two-year term in January of 2015.
Judge Bonaventure succeeds
Chief Judge Karen Bennett-Haron,
who has served as Chief Judge

Foley

since 2011.
“I thank my fellow judges for
their support and look forward to
the new assignments,” said Judge
Bonaventure. “I am especially appreciative to Judge Bennett-Haron
for her exceptional leadership as
Chief Judge, and I am committed
to continuing her efforts to achieve
the highest possible level of public
trust and confidence in the Court.”

(Continued from Page 2)
istration was not on their side.
“As an American I was embarrassed and appalled, you know. I think
our efforts to get Jim freed were an annoyance,” Ms. Foley told CNN.
“I just think we needed a little more information and a little more
trust,” Mr. Foley told Fox News. “We felt like outsiders asking favors.”
By its very nature and intent, hostage-taking creates excruciating
choices. Even hostages who are eventually freed question why it took so
long and what was really going on. Shane Bauer, who was taken hostage
by Iran with two other hikers from 2009 to 2011, is currently suing the
U.S. government. Other nations do pay ransoms, and some research suggests that shunning hostage-takers does nothing to discourage them from
taking more.
The more effective argument is that giving terrorist organizations large
sums of money makes them more dangerous. For example, the $130 million demanded for Foley is “the equivalent of several hundred thousand
AK-47s at black market prices,” Brian Jenkins, a senior adviser to the
president of the RAND Corp. think tank, told the Times of Israel. “It’s
more than 200 times what it cost al-Qaeda to carry out the 9/11 operation.”

From The Desk
(Continued from Page 1)
The initial cost for this new digital radio system was $42 million,
and subsequently another $26 million in the last couple of years was
additionally invested to help continue the fixing and repairing of this
faulty digital radio system. Unfortunately, that isn’t working either;
and if I was to venture a guess, I’d
say that eventually the entire Harris Digital Radio system is going
to have to be completely scraped
before any more taxpayer money
is wasted on it. In my humble opinion, 68 million dollars (minimum)
should have been enough to grease
the pockets of this corrupted police
administration, and others, at least
for a while.
The latest “scam venture” is
going to be the body cameras for
uniformed police officers, allegedly
to help reduce the amount of police brutality and misconduct complaints and to hold officers more
accountable for their misconduct
with the public. Nothing could be
further from the truth. Body Cameras are merely going to be another
high dollar taxpayer expense that
is not going to reduce police misconduct or hold anybody responsible or accountable for anything.
What will happen is that your patrol officers will merely reduce
their involvement with “in-progress
crimes,” and just add more response time to these incidents, and
be more reluctant to involve themselves in “risky lawsuit type” high
profile critical incidents, for which
they can be sued 20 different ways.
Be looking closely at the companies that are going to offer to sell
their body cameras to the police
department, and who exactly are
going to be greased in the LVMPD
for this purchase.
By the way, the body cameras
won’t last; as soon as one of the
“rich and powerful” are caught on
camera, doing something unlawful,
or with their pants down, that will
be the end of the body cameras, at
least in this city.
Years ago, LAPD was going
through a similar situation because
of a loss of Honor, Integrity and
Trust with the public, just as the
LVMPD is experiencing now. The
scrutiny by the public was so intense against patrol officers that a
patrol survival motto was developed: “Look Away and Work Another Day” was adopted by most
patrol officers. For those of you that
don’t grasp what I am saying, patrol officers were of the mindset
that while patrolling their sector
beat, if they would happen to see a
citizen being victimized, a business
being robbed or looted, or illegal
drugs being sold in the open, they
would just look away and continue
to drive past and pretend they didn’t
see anything, and continue driving
through their patrol sector beat, totally unaware.
This is the reality of putting the
monkey on the back of the patrol
officer; and no matter what the
body video captures, there is always going to be an unscrupulous
defense attorney that is going to
convince everyone, including a
jury, of what they are actually see-

ing in the video.
No patrol officer can be forced
to enforce the law, unless he is interjected into a criminal situation
such as answering a radio call from
a complainant. The police department is already riddled with completely worthless, incompetent, unmotivated and inept police officers
who actually work harder at avoiding police radio calls, then if they
would just do their jobs and obey
their Oath. (Thank you, Affirmative
Action.) Most of these types of officers have been promoted to higher
ranks and are now part of the police administration.
If anyone really believes that
placing a body camera on a patrol
officer’s uniform and body is really
going to change police culture for
the better, then they should consider
themselves a prime recipient of the
“Darwin Award.” Body Cameras
“will” change something alright:
proactive policing will disappear,
and we will only be left with minimal, if that, “reactive policing,” and
crime will soar.
The only way for police culture
to change for the better is to completely purge the already decadent,
corrupted, maligned, and malignant
current LVMPD police administration, and not just replace bodies or
change names with more of the
same — which, unfortunately, will
only continue to prolong the cancerous corrupted infestation of this
police administration, which is now
destroying my beloved police department, along with its honorable
and real police officers.
In God We Trust.
*****
Gordon Martines is a former
LVMPD detective who has served
in many capacities over his 39-year
career in law enforcement. He has
been a candidate for sheriff in 2002,
2006, 2010 and 2014, with the intention of bringing integrity and accountability back to the department,
and filed a federal lawsuit against
LVMPD in 2011. Martines now
contributes his opinions and ideas
to the Las Vegas Tribune to keep the
public informed and help improve
policing in Las Vegas. He has also
appeared on the Face the Tribune
radio program several times to
share his plan for a better LVMPD.

Judge Joe Bonaventure
Judge Bonaventure was elected
Justice of the Peace in Department
9 of Las Vegas Justice Court in
2004. He is a life-long resident of
Las Vegas, having graduated from
Bishop Gorman High School, the
business college at the University
of Nevada, Las Vegas, and the charter class at the William S. Boyd

School of Law at UNLV. Thereafter, Judge Bonaventure worked as
a law clerk to the Honorable Judge
Kathy Hardcastle in the Eighth Judicial District Court, as a deputy
prosecutor with the Clark County
District Attorney’s office, and as an
attorney in private practice with the
law firm of Bonaventure &
Goldstein before taking the bench
in 2005.
Judge Bonaventure, who was
elected to a second term in 2010,
has served as a member of the Judicial Council of the State of Nevada Specialty Court Funding
Committee and currently serves as
Vice Chief Judge of the Las Vegas
Justice Court and as chair of the
Court’s Criminal Process Committee. In addition to those duties and
a full-time criminal caseload, Judge
Bonaventure presides over the extradition calendar and the Justice

Court DUI Treatment Court Program.
Las Vegas Justice Court hears
traffic matters, misdemeanor nontraffic cases, civil cases (amounts
up to $10,000), small claims cases
(up to $7,500), summary eviction
cases, and requests fortemporary
protective orders (domestic violence or stalking and harassment);
the Court also determines whether
felony and gross misdemeanor
cases have enough evidence to proceed to District Court for trial.
Judge Bonaventure’s new duties
as Chief Judge will include: presiding over administrative matters and
judges’ meetings; supervising court
administrators, managers, referees,
and pro-tem judges; appointing
committees of judges and court
staff; and acting as the Court’s liaison with other governmental and
civic agencies.
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6,000 expired student visa-holders
could be a threat to national security
By Francesca Chambers
“Some of them could be here to
do us harm,” an ICE official said.
“The Department of Homeland
Security has lost track of 58,000
foreigners on student visas, but only
6,000 of them are subjects of
‘heightened concern.’” As of last
year, the government had lost touch
with more than a million total visa
holders.
The federal government has let
more than 6,000 foreigners on student visas who represent a national
security threat slip through the
cracks, according to a news report
released Tuesday.
The Department of Homeland
Security lost contact with the foreigners, who ABC News says are
of ‘heightened concern’ after they
overstayed their visas, and has been
unable to reestablish contact.
‘My greatest concern is that they
could be doing anything,’ Peter
Edge, an Immigration and Customs
Enforcement official, told ABC
News. ‘Some of them could be here
to do us harm.’
The Department of Homeland
Security has lost track of roughly
58,000 foreigners here on expired
student visas. More than 6,000 of
them are considered high-risk for
terrorism-related activities. While
only 6,000 of the expired visa holders are considered subjects of interest, DHS says it has lost track of a
total of 58,000 foreigners who entered the U.S. on student visas but
appear not to have left.
‘They just disappear,’ Sen. Tom
Coburn, a leading advocate of student visa reform told ABC News.
‘They get the visas and they disappear.’

Tracking down foreigners who
have overstayed their student visas
has become an issue of increased
concern after the September 11,
2001 terrorist attacks on the World
Trade Center in New York and the
Pentagon in Virginia.
One of the hijackers of the plane
that crashed into the Pentagon, Hani
Hanjour, entered the U.S. on a student visa.
At a Senate Homeland Security
Committee hearing in 2011, Sen.
Rand Paul re-raised the concern that
foreign students could be a threat
to the U.S. ‘We have 40,000 students coming to this country from
all over the world,’ he said. ‘Are
they would-be attackers?’
The Kentucky Senator’s concerns were validated after a student
from Kazakhstan on an expired
visa, Azamat Tazhayakov, was arrested and charged for hiding the
backpack of a Boston bombing suspect from police. Paul has been a
vocal advocate of changes to the
student visa system ever since. The
Kentucky Senator refused to vote
in favor of immigration reform in
2013 because the Obama-backed

(Continued from Page 1)
the campaigns of at least eight candidates (at a reputed $2500 per
month each), but has acknowledged
stationing himself at election headquarters and paying tens of thousands of dollars to candidates for
dropping out or switching races involving his clients. Interested readers can read Jane Anne Morrison’s
Review-Journal column in April of
this
year,
http://
www.reviewjournal.com/news/lasvegas-candidate-s-allegations-reveal-another-side-judiciary-races,
and the extensive writing in the Las
Vegas Tribune about the literal
threat that Mr. Thomas poses to the
remaining shreds of integrity remaining in the Clark County Court
and Justice Systems. Unless the
candidates of Mr. Thomas either
lose their elections or somehow cut
ties with him after they win, our
entire judicial system is in danger
of being controlled by one person,
an influence-peddler, who does not
hesitate using very questionable
tactics.
His tactics, combined with the
far more subtle measures available
to his wife, Judge Allf, could be
used to create a very intimidating
and corrupt atmosphere in our judicial system, which already has
enough questions swirling about it.
Why did Judge Allf decide not to
rule immediately on the question of
residential eligibility of Ms.
Seaman’s opponent? Why is she
waiting when no further evidence

will be presented? Why is she setting up a repeat of the Andrew Martin situation in which the candidate
is ineligible, but still seated by the
Democratic-controlled Assembly in
the case that she gets more votes
than Seaman? Judge Allf has decided to delay ruling on the case
until just two days before the opening of early voting! By then it will
be too late to remove the lawbreaker
and perjurer from the ballot or properly notify the public if she is declared ineligible so that the race will
be decided by partisan politics over
State Law and Judicial decisionmaking. That is no way to run a
government!
There is a 2012 example of
Judge Allf’s partisan leanings,
which is now bleeding into the election for Senate District 8. The
Stonewall Democratic Club of
Southern Nevada (SDC)—ironically, named for the gay bar where
the 1969 revolt against government
corruption and violation of human
and civil rights in New York took
place, but, which now promotes
government corruption and violations of human rights in Las Vegas—vigorously supported Judge
Allf in her 2010 election.
In 2012, as a direct result of her
strong ties to SDC, Judge Allf declined to rule against AFAN (Aid
for AIDS in Nevada) and its previous Board President, Patricia
Saavedra, for filing a 2010 SLAPP
lawsuit (Strategic Lawsuit Against
Public Participation) against its

Allf/Thomas

Re-Elect

Gang of Eight legislation did not
place new restrictions on the student visa program.
‘If we had a more competent
visa program, we might have prevented 9/11,’ he said in an op-ed for
Politico explaining his opposition
to the comprehensive immigration
reform bill. ‘If we had more thorough screening of refugees, we
might have prevented the Boston
bombing,’ he continued.
Tazhayakov was convicted in
July of obstructing a terrorism investigation for hiding evidence for
Dzhokhar Tsarnaev, who has been
accused of perpetrating the bombing. Tsarnaev will face trial in November.
Sen. Coburn told ABC News
that since the September 11 attacks
the government had arrested 26 foreigners with student visas for terrorism-related activities.
Coburn and Sens. Chuck
Grassley and Charles Schumer have
tried in the past to change student
visa laws with no success.
Thomas Kean, a co-chair of the
9/11 Commission, which first recommended changes to the student

visa program, told ABC he was
amazed that the government still
hadn’t adopted the commission’s
recommended changes to the program.
‘It’s been pointed out over and
over and over again and the fact that
nothing has been done about it yet...
it’s a very dangerous thing for all
of us,’ Kean said. ‘The fact that
there’s been no action on this is very
bothersome.’ Kean pointed out that
the man who attacked the World
Trade Center in 1993, years before
September 11, was also a student
visa-holder who skipped out on
school.
ABC News said it discovered in
its investigation that more than a
million foreigners currently hold
student visas from across 9,000
schools, making it difficult for the
government to keep track of every
visa-holder.
Students can enter the U.S. now
to study almost any trade on a visa,
including hair-braiding and massage therapy, ABC found.
Many of the for-profit programs
that provide such courses abusing
the visa system, Coburn said, which
is another reason why reforms are
necessary. ‘We know we have a lot
of non-accredited universities that
are using this system to bring
people in, collect money, and not
educate them at all,’ he said. ‘To me,
it’s a mess.’
Janice Kephart, a counselor to
the 9/11 Commission, told ABC the
government was creating an opening for terrorists to take advantage
of the lax oversight of student visa
programs by accrediting suspect
schools.
‘When schools are not legitimate

that enables terrorists to come here
under a fraudulent basis and disappear into the fabric of society without anybody knowing that they are
here for illegitimate reason because
the system itself will say they’re
here legitimately when in fact
they’re not,’ she said.
Edge, the ICE official who
handles student visa investigations,
admitted to ABC that ‘we really
have a lot more work to do’ to make
sure that the government is keeping student visa holders in check.
Government oversight reports
show that it’s not just expired student visas that the government has
been sloppy at regulating.
As of June 2013, DHS had a
backlog of 1 million cases in which
a foreigner had potentially overstayed any type of visa, a Government Accountability Office report
filed in July of last year revealed.
GAO was asked to access DHS’
management of the visa system after it received a series of complaints
from lawmakers in 2011. It originally found that Homeland Security
had 1.6 million cases open, including thousands of students.
That number had whittled down
to just north of 1 million by the time
it reassessed the issue two years
later.
In its 2013 report GAO cited
persisting concerns that DHS was
still losing too many foreign nationals, however, and strongly encouraged the government agency to provide stricter oversight of visa-holders.
Francesca Chambers is the
former Editor of Red Alert Politics
— an online publication written by
and for young conservatives.

most effective critic. That decision
is playing out today with irony in
the 2014 campaign of Republican
Patricia Farley for Senate District
8 as follows:
—Patricia Saavedra and Patricia
Farley is one and the same person
—Because of her sordid background, which included employee
theft, denial of services to AIDS
patients rumored to criticize her or
AFAN, criminal release of medical
information on the Internet and a
Federal Investigation of AFAN, Ms.
Saavedra wants to confuse voters
by using her other last name, Farley,
in this election.
—The same Stonewall members, Derek Washington (its past
President) and Chris Miller (current
Clark County Democratic Chair),
who bravely exposed Saavedra/
Farley’s corruption in November,
2010 on their radio program, “The
Sausage
Factory,
https://
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=sooIA17eVK8, later
joined Saavedra/Farley for the specific purpose of defaming the
above-mentioned critic. In a turn of
supreme irony and political cynicism these Democratic operatives
(at least Chris Miller) are today, in
2014, exposing AFAN’s 2010 thefts
in an act of political vengeance,
which has nothing to do with health,
service to AIDS clients, truth, or
integrity.
—Both Saavedra/Farley and
Derek Washington quit or were
fired

—The waste and questionable
behavior of AFAN continues unabated today: board meetings are
unannounced, board minutes are
unavailable, its 990 IRS filings are
incomplete, its administrative costs
are as high as 90% in some programs and two different auditors of
AFAN actually reported “Material
Defects” in 2012 and 2013 audits.
—Fear and lack of services, perpetuated by Saavedra/Farley, continue at AFAN
—Yet the organization continues
to receive $2 million per year in taxpayer grants.
—And Judge Allf, with a chance
in 2012 to put a stop to AFAN’s festering, chose to punt on behalf of
her Stonewall supporters.
—And now, in the 2014 election,
she works to prevent an ineligible
candidate (Democrat) from being
removed from the ballot.
Judge Allf has no opponent. It
seems she is immune from an opponent so long as her husband continues to threaten the integrity of the
entire judicial system. Together
they will be able to impose any regime they want, and AFAN continues its incompetent dominance of
AIDS services in Las Vegas. The
only light in this tunnel is that being shined on Saavedra/Farley by
her previous partners in crime.
Hijinks in her courtroom and the
corruption that will result if her husband succeeds in getting his candidates elected not only represent a
disaster for all of us in Clark County

who supported true justice, but they
will have a negative impact on future tourism. As it happens, right
now a number of cities in the US
are vying to become the headquarters for resolution of international
disputes—a fabulously rich future
market for courts, attorneys and
tourism employees. Las Vegas is
THE most international city in the
United States yet does not even
have its name in the competition,
which is now being battled out
among Miami, New Orleans, Atlanta, Los Angeles, San Francisco,
Houston, Dallas and Chicago as
well as Washington, D. C. http://
miamiinternationalarbitration.com/
blog/?p=96#more-96. The top two
cities (Miami and New Orleans) are
tainted. And none of these locales
have the facilities as vast and inexpensive as does Las Vegas. Branching into this area of tourism would
be more than a perfect fit with the
global aspirations envisioned by the
Las Vegas Convention and Visitor
Authority. http://www.lvcva.com/
article/las-vegas-global-businessdistrict-unveiled/887/. A takeover
of the judicial system by a cabal of
dubious persons headed by the Allf/
Thomas household can prevent Las
Vegas from even entering this potential billion dollar competition
before it even opens. Las Vegas
could be the shining example of
impartial and blind justice to the
world, if it were not for some judges
intentionally ignoring the principles
intended by the Founding Fathers.
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Putin is counting on Keystone rejection
By Steve Russell
When asked about President
Obama’s statements concerning
Ukraine, Vladimir Putin retorted,
“Who made him judge?” Nobel laureate, hero of democracy, and
former Polish Prime Minister Lech
Walesa ruefully put it more bluntly
— the United States is no longer a
world leader.
President Obama talks of limiting Vladimir Putin’s ambitions and
showing American strength. Meanwhile, Canada has a suggestion:
Approve Keystone XL.
Of all the weapons in the West’s
arsenal, its energy power is perhaps
what Putin fears most. An energyindependent West would radically
upset the balance of power in the
world, undercutting Russia’s natural-gas monopoly.
Yet after five years of “review,”
the pipeline is still awaiting ap-

Watkins

(Continued from Page 1)
that is known for his “by the book”
approach. In Nevada it is a common
procedure to “negotiate” the crimes
to the benefit of the office of the
District Attorney through a Deputy
that is looking at his conviction rate
for future political advancement;
more than half of the judges in
Clark County are products of the
District Attorney’s office. In other
words, it is not what Attorney John
G. Watkins offers his clients; instead, it is what the Deputy District
Attorney could offer to Attorney
John G. Watkins’ clients, regardless
of whether it is DUI or any other
criminal offense.
Back in the month of June, before the primary election, Las Vegas Tribune went online to see a
bigger DUI picture. Below is the
success story for one law firm in
the month of May only; of course,
no one in that law office is running
against Dave Thomas’ clients — or
for any judicial position, for that
matter, and that law office is NOT
the Law Office of John Glenn
Watkins.
—Charged with DUI 2nd and
Failure to Maintain Travel Lane;
BAC.180/.174 Outcome: Reduced
to Reckless driving/2nd for enhancements after $1,000 fine, VIP,
DUI School, Coroners Program,

proval from the president.
The choice should be easy. President Obama and his administration
can side with green activists to further embolden Putin and his antiAmerican coalition, or, they can
stand with the American people and
a major ally. Once Keystone is approved, the project will strengthen
the U.S. economy, loosen Russia’s
grip on its neighbors, and provide
needed resources at home and
abroad.
Americans already recognize the
benefits of accessing the world’s
third-largest oil reserves —
Canada’s Alberta oil sands. The
public supports the project two-toone, and it enjoys strong backing
from governors whose states the
pipeline will pass through. Both
houses of Congress have endorsed
the project in a bipartisan move. So
why the lack of leadership when

stay out of trouble; other charges
dismissed.
—Charged with Obstructing a
Public Officer. Outcome: Reduced
to disorderly conduct after $500
fine.
—Charged with DUI Drugs
(MJ), Possession of Drug Paraphernalia and Driving with no
headlamps. Outcome: Reduced to
Reckless driving after $707 fine,
VIP, DUI School, stay out of
trouble; other charges dismissed.
—Charged with DUI causing
Substantial Bodily Harm (Category
B Felony) BAC .336 Outcome: Reduced to Reckless driving after
$585 court fine; DUI class; VIP;
Coroners visitation class; Interlock
device; stay out of trouble.
—Charged with DUI 1st with
Accident BAC .166 Outcome: Reduced to Reckless driving after

Americans so clearly get it? Putin
and Walesa know why. We have no
leader.
The Departments of Homeland
Security and Defense should support the pipeline too as it will bolster our national security. As global competition for energy resources intensifies, Keystone would
convey 900,000 barrels of oil per
day to Texas refineries. Coupled
with our own domestic energy
boom, this oil would allow us to cut
ties with hostile oil countries.
For our allies, Keystone would
mean more Canadian oil shipped to
Europe. Currently, Europe relies on
Russia for up to one-third of its
natural gas. Adding energy supplies
would loosen Putin’s choke-hold on
the region.
But Putin has a strong ally.
American environmentalists are
doing their best to cover Putin’s

$685 court fine; DUI class; VIP;
stay out of trouble.
—Charged with DUI 1st with
accident, BAC .13 Outcome: Submittal; reduced to Reckless driving
after $707 court fine; DUI school;
VIP; Coroner’s Program; stay out
of trouble.
The above references are only
one month’s work in only one law
office; it makes one wonder how
many of such “negotiated” cases are
out there driving around that are not
clients of Attorney John G. Watkins,
who is being singled out by a campaign manager with a dubious reputation and a Political Action Committee that is operating under the
radar.
Even if “Let’s make a deal” is
the way the prosecutor’s office likes
to do business, that is not the way
the law should be implemented.

policy with their irrational opposition to Keystone.
Putin is counting on this. As the
world’s third-largest producer of
both oil and natural gas, Russia uses
its energy supply and pricing power
to leverage concessions — and even
territory — from European countries.
Putin also knows that energy insecurity breeds political weakness.
Sanctions are moot as long as Europe relies on Russia to power its
economy and heat its homes. If the
Department of Justice wants to hold
Putin accountable, it should break
the energy cartel that holds Europe
hostage.
Obama’s green supporters and
the Environmental Protection
Agency might also consider what
the State Department found in its

final environmental review: that
Keystone would add fewer carbon
emissions than the alternatives.
Plus, of America’s top five import
sources for oil, Canada is the only
one with our greenhouse-gas standards in place.
If President Obama is serious
about checking Russian aggression
and advancing American leadership, he will have to admit what is
obvious that Keystone is in our national interest. Mr. President, approve the pipeline. America is
counting on you.
Lt. Col. Steve Russell, US Army
(Ret.) is running for the United
States House of Representatives in
Oklahoma’s 5th congressional district. He is the author of We Got
Him! A Memoir of the Hunt and
Capture of Saddam Hussein.

Smart Meters

(Continued from Page 1)
meters is not limited only to Southern Nevada; Reno is also facing some
of the same dilemmas with their meters.
The Reno Gazette Journal reported that since 2012, four fires have
occurred in Reno and five fires have occurred in Sparks that city investigators say are linked to the smart meters manufactured by North Carolina-based Sensus.
Those investigators, however, have been unable to conclusively determine what started the blazes.
Reno and Sparks’ fire chiefs are asking the Public Utilities Commission to investigate the safety of smart meters installed by NV Energy on
homes throughout the state in the wake of a troubling spate of blazes they
believe are associated with the meters, including one recent fire that killed
a 61-year-old woman.
All across the nation utility companies has been forcing, with threats
and intimidation, consumers to change their meter for the so-called smart
meters and after that the power bills had doubled and in some cases tripled,
with no excuses for that.
There also have been health effects, and safety violations are being
reported, and much to the disbelief of many consumers, privacy in homes
is being violated.
StopSmartMeters.org, an Internet page created to alert consumers about
the smart meters, asks its readers a very good question on its pages:
“Do you value civil liberties and the right to privacy? When a ‘smart’
meter is installed, your utility has access to a treasure trove of information about your electricity usage, compromising your privacy. Depending on the regulatory protections — and enforcement of those Rules — in
your state, they will be able to sell this information to a series of corporations and the government.”
Growing out of the grassroots group ‘Scotts Valley Neighbors against
Smart Meters,’ which was started in June 2010, Stop Smart Meters! Has
now evolved into an advocacy, media outreach, and direct action network
providing activism consultation and advice to dozens of local groups
sprouting up who are fighting the wireless ‘smart’ meter assault.
NV Energy is the monopoly for power service in Nevada and with the
blessing of the Public Utility Commission is abusing the consumers with
astronomical high power bills that have no excuse for and the commissioners always go alone with the race request.
NV Energy is the same company who came to a woman’s house with
armed men and disconnected her electricity for choosing a safe analog
meter.
Up to now no fire in Southern Nevada has been attached to the smart
meters; but the possibility that smart meters have been installed in residences where the habitant has a medical alert indicating that their health
is in jeopardy because of the smart meter does exist.
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“Happy Birthday, Mr. President”

By Natasha Minsky
Las Vegas Tribune
There is the story of a certain little Brazilian boy of Italian descent, who, after arriving in the United States and serving in the
United States Army, turned out to be a great
entertainer and a good friend; and this week,
that little boy is celebrating his 80th birthday.
Yes, his name is Nelson Sardelli.
He served in the United States Army with
pride; after that he went into show business
and delighted his audience with his singing
and comedy routine, and decided to make Las
Vegas his permanent residence.
Nelson is the creator and the force behind
the ‘Starshine’ fund-raising event in Puerto
Rico to raise funds for retarded children; the
event later became an annual event in Atlantic City.
Later on, while slowing down in the entertainment field in order to care for his wife
during the long-lasting illness that eventually
took her life, he once again became active
— since his usual mode is to not stand still
— and became the force behind, in front of,
and on both sides, of the now famous
F.I.O.R.E. Club that operates from the Italian American Club.
The F.I.O.R.E club started out as a group
of well known semi-retired and active entertainers with nothing better to do than make
fun of and attack each other on stage, until
the club grew up to include other members
of the community, including law enforcement, political and public servant personnel
and personalities.
In the beginning the F.I.O.R.E. was only
a “man thing,” but later on the members —
all of whom are presidents of the club —
opened the doors to women — all of whom
are referred to as first ladies. They meet the
second Thursday of every month.
Because Nelson Sardelli has slowed down
in his career and because it is not too easy to
make Nelson talk about himself, many don’t
know his background. Here are some of the
highlights of Nelson Sardelli’s show business
and eighty years of existence and award-recognitions:
—Atlantic City Entertainer of the year —
exchange club of Atlantic City — 1983

Young Nelson Sardelli
—Atlantic City’s best variety entertainer
of the year – 1983-84 National exponent Artist Award — Sao Paulo, Brazil.
—Twice recipient of the Legion of Honor
Award — Certificate NYPD (For numerous
shows to raise funds for families of policemen killed in the line of duty)
—The Angel Award — Opportunity Village Association for Retarded citizens, Las
Vegas, NV.
—The Humanitarian Award — Philadelphia Association for retarded Citizens.
—Founder of the Entertainer’s Fund for
the Mentally Retarded Children of Puerto
Rico.
—Originator of The Nelson Sardelli
Starshine (Fund-Raiser Event for the mentally retarded)
—Co-Host of the New Jersey March of
Dimes Telethon for 8 years.
—Man of the Year award — Atlantic City
Chapter of Unico, 1986
—Outstanding Southern New Jersey Business with a positive approach towards individuals with disabilities — Presented by the
Social Security District Manager — 1992
—Damon Citizen of the Year Award —

Nelson Sardelli later in life
Presented by the Nights of Pythias Southern
New Jersey Chapter — 1994
—Recipient of the Gold Metal for the City
of Hope — Danny Thomas Saint Jude’s Hospital — 1996
Cited in the 1998 Las Vegas ReviewJournal’s THE BEST OF LAS VEGAS as
one of Las Vegas’ Lounge Legends
On June 8, 2008, he was awarded the
Golden Award from the International Entertainer School of Las Vegas.
Nelson has been friends with Rolando
Larraz, Founder of the Las Vegas Tribune,
since the late ’60s when he first arrived in
Las Vegas and was playing at the Fabulous
Flamingo Hotel.
When Larraz needed some personality to
host the anniversary of the La Verdad newspaper at the Aladdin Hotel, you guessed it —
Nelson Sardelli to the rescue!
He shared the stage of The Theatre for the
Performing Arts at the Aladdin with the Argentine Gauchos, Shirley MacLain, George
Kirby, Desi Arnaz Jr. in a three-hour spectacle that included honoring the Las Vegas
Sun Newspaper’s founder, the late Hank
Greenspun, with the presence of many of

Nevada’s political gaming and business personalities, including a Nevada Governor and
a Supreme Court Justice.
Sardelli is also the creator of Father’s Day
at the Veterans Home in Boulder City, where
he and his troop of thirty or forty entertainers “invade” the home that houses all senior
veterans and performs for them, thanking the
group for their service to the nation.
After the earthquake in Italy, Nelson mobilized his troop and with the group effort,
made a fantastic donation to the victims of
his country of origin.
When well-known and very ill entertainer
Norman Kay ran out of money to cover his
medical bills, there again was Nelson Sardelli
and his troop, orchestrating a magnificent
show at a local casino to raise money for
Norman. No money was taken to cover any
expenses; all the money went to Norman Kay.
We realize that this is not a singular Nelson
Sardelli thing; this is a Nelson Sardelli and
his group, troop, or team (whatever you want
to call it, maybe even Robin Hoods), but none
of them as yet have gotten to be 80 years old
and none of them are celebrating their birthday on September 20th.
That young Brazilian boy of Italian heritage lives peacefully waiting for his two successful daughters, Giovanna and Pietra (we
are only using one name each because the
other names on their birth certificates would
occupy at least half of this space) to come
over to spice up his elegant estate — located
on one of Las Vegas’ beautiful golf courses
— during some of their fabulous improvised
get-togethers that pop up often.
In the meantime, Nelson is in his carriage
with binoculars looking for someone in
trouble so he and his troop can go to the rescue.
Today, the Las Vegas Tribune wants to
take a moment to show Nelson Sardelli how
grateful we are to have him as a resident of
Las Vegas, how proud we are to have such
an entertainer as our neighbor, and how we
appreciate his devotion to all the important
events in the community. We are proud to call
him a friend and honor him on his 80th birthday.
Happy 80th Birthday, kid!
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A few photos taken at the 9/11 Patriot Day Debates

(Left to Right) Candidates Jason Smith, Clark County Commission, District F; Christine Kramer, State
Assembly, District 13; and Steve St John, U.S. Congress.

Larry Burns, candidate for Clark County Sheriff

(Left to Right) Candidates for Family Court Judge, Department T, Lisa Brown and Maria Maskall

John Glenn Watkins, candidate for District Court Judge, Dept. 2

(Left to Right) Candidates for Governor, Bob Goodman, Democrat and David VanDerBeek, Independent.

Jason Stoffel, candidate for Family Court Judge, Dept. S

Ed Uehling, candidate for State Sentate, District 10, speaks with
guest Claudelina Smith and Las Vegas Tribune Managing Editor
Maramis Choufani following his Patriot Day Debate Presentation
about ways to increase local tourism from China.

Tom Hurst, candidate for
University Regent

Ken Pollock, Family Court Judge, Dept. J

EDITORIALS
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A government big enough to give you everything you want, is strong enough to take everything you have. — Thomas Jefferson

Our Point of View

Giving every candidate
a voice: It’s what we do

The 9/11 Patriot Day Debate took place as scheduled last
Thursday at the world famous Golden Nugget Hotel and Casino.
In our opinion, the event could have been an eye-opener to
those who either enjoy criticizing the Las Vegas Tribune, or to
those who are always hoping to see us do something else good
for the community.
Yes, we now know that the room was too big for the event,
and that not everyone who says they’ll show up will (from certain candidates to certain whole groups of politically active constituents, to our less than responsible prearranged master of ceremonies). Such things happen.
However, the event proved one thing that the Las Vegas Tribune has been talking about: Candidates not only want to get to
know their constituents, but NEED to get to know them, and we
do everything we can to make that happen. The voters and constituents who did show up obviously wanted to be as well informed as possible for when it comes time to register their vote.
Normally, and often, candidates will complain that going to
fundraisers, debates, and meet-and-greets are almost a waste of
time because the places are always packed with other candidates — those running for office or for reelection. Obviously,
those candidates really want to see and meet members of the
community, the voters, who are the ones that will profit most
from getting to know all those in the race.
The 9/11 Patriot Day Debate was different; it was not a
fundraiser nor a meet-and-greet, although anyone there could
obviously take a candidate aside for additional questions after
he or she had finished speaking to get their own particular questions addressed — and so they did.
It has always been the intention of this newspaper to get the
community involved in the election process. We print all the
candidate information that will help voters choose wisely. But
we felt that there is no substitute for meeting them in person
and hearing them speak. That is what last Thursday’s event was
all about. Hopefully those who like to criticize us and those
who want to see us putting our money where our mouth is to do
something good for this community could both see that that
was exactly what we did.
We understand that most politicians do not like to face their
constituents because by doing so, they can be held accountable
more easily and that is why they may prefer to stay secluded
behind scheduling assistants, secretaries, and many other titled
personnel, to say nothing of their infamous campaign managers.
We believe that some candidates who were not present at the
9/11 Patriot Day Debate were controlled by campaign bully Dave
Thomas, who is afraid to place his candidates in a debate —
such as in the case with attorney Richard Scotti, who called the
Las Vegas Tribune to confirm his appearance and later canceled,
perhaps induced by Thomas’ bad comments about this publication.
Candidates that don’t know how to take advantage of the
opportunity of speaking to an audience, regardless of its size,
and leave that space open to their challengers to have their say,
only prove that they are not intelligent enough or professional
enough to take advantage of a speaking opportunity to win the
votes of those willing and eager to hear what they have to say.
Although this editorial is not about Dave Thomas, we want
to point out that he (Dave Thomas) cannot even offer the usual
well-worn inducement to gain candidates that he can guarantee
certain endorsements. All we need do to prove that is to say
look what happened to Judge Vincent Ochoa and his “promised” endorsement! How embarrassing must it be to have one
or more so-called guaranteed endorsements retracted, and especially on the front page of a newspaper? How does one explain that to one’s constituents?
Candidates that are not afraid to step up and face their constituents and answer their questions are those who have the best
interests of the community at heart.
Ask any normal, regular, hard-working human being what
Joe Lombardo stands for — or even what he looks like in person — and no one can come up with an adequate answer.
The same can apply to Judge Ochoa and Family Court Judge
Bill Gonzalez, and to judicial candidate William Horne, another
candidate who chose to not attend, who is running against an
incumbent with a brilliant reputation, sitting Judge Carolyn
Ellsworth, who was present at the event and spoke to the audience.
William Horne, a product of the system — as we refer to
those public workers who always sign the checks on the back
and never experience the effort that goes into paying for office
space, staff, utilities and many other “amenities” that are part of
doing business because the taxpayers always pay it for them —
is also a product of the Dave Thomas stable and is not allowed
to do anything on his own.
However, we want to take this space to thank all the candidates who attended the event and those members of our community who were present to take part in the opportunity to get
to know those who want to serve the people of Nevada in whatever capacity they choose.
We also want to thank the members of the legislature that
were not able to be at the event — due to an emergency call to
duty at a special session — for their service to the community.
And of course our gratitude goes to John Thomas, the organizer of the event; Donald H. Snook, our production manager;
and Maramis Choufani, Las Vegas Tribune Managing Editor
and now the newly elected official MC for all Las Vegas Tribune future events.

Mexico should give its people a
better life instead of criticizing Texas
By Perly Viasmensky
Texas Governor, Rick Perry, has deployed the Texas
National Guard on the Mexican border, doing the job
the federal government was unable, or refused, to do.
Governor Perry, concerned with the safety of his
citizens, has criticized border security and suggested
that Islamic terrorists could be entering the U.S. from
Mexico.
This was not a surprise move. Governor Perry announced last July that he would secure the border by
sending 1,000 National Guard troops to the border.
Most of the 63,000 unaccompanied minors from
Guatemala, Honduras and El Salvador who have arrived in the United States since last October entered
the country crossing the 1,200-mile boundary between
Texas and Mexico.
The decision to deploy National Guard troops has
drawn the ire of Mexican president, Enrique Peña
Nieto, who was prompt, willing and ready to criticize
Governor Perry with harsh words, calling his decision
“unpleasant” and “reprehensible.”
Reprehensible? Did he say reprehensible? I am almost sure that the illustrious, honorable, distinguished
president of Mexico, Mr. Peña Nieto, is well aware
that reprehensible is a synonym for wrong, condemnable, criminal, deplorable and vicious, exactly what
his administration is doing to our honorable Marine
Sgt. Andrew Tahmooressi, who has been wrongfully
incarcerated in a Mexican prison since May 2014.
As far as I am concerned, Mr. Peña Nieto has not
raised a voice on behalf of Sgt. Tahmooressi and he
has the audacity to speak about the imposition of discriminatory measures targeting undocumented immigrants? What does his country do with undocumented
immigrants (such as Cubans) when they arrive in
Mexico, looking for freedom because they fear for their
lives?
Those people don’t even have a chance; they are

immediately deported and sent back to a death sentence.
In an interview with a Mexican newspaper a few
days ago, Mr. Peña Nieto said that Texas’ move could
affect bilateral relations. Mr. Peña Nieto expressed the
opinion that “Most immigrants crossing our national
territory, especially unaccompanied children, are coming from Central America. We are trying to address
their needs and return them to their homes. But those
who make it to the border should be treated with dignity.”
Dignity is not what Marine Sgt. Andrew
Tahmooressi has received from Mexican authorities.
This man has the audacity to come into public forums and claim that domestic security in Mexico is
impressive since December 1, 2012, without a doubt
because there is much less violence today than they
were facing two years ago.
In May 2013, a band of armed individuals boarded
a train carrying as many as 500 migrants and demanded
payment; more than 16 migrants were injured as a result. Is this what he calls treating people with dignity?
How can this man explain that homicides under his
administration far exceed those of his predecessor,
Felipe Calderon?
Continuing with his criticism of Texas Governor
Rick Perry, Peña Nieto said: “The militarizing of the
border policy is completely unacceptable and it does
not embody the spirit of cordiality and friendship between two nations.”
Friendship is a relationship of mutual affection between two or more people. Cordiality is a behavior
that is friendly, but formal and polite.
Demanding rights in someone else’s home is called
abuse. During his presidential campaign he promised
the Mexican people he would reinvigorate Mexico’s
economy. He promised them a new Mexico, an eco(See Viasmensky, Page 12)

ON A PERSONAL NOTE
So why didn’t we have a greater turnout for
the 9/11 Debates at the Golden Nugget?

By Maramis
thing over at the Huntridge on
As those who read our publicaCharleston).
tion know, there had been plans in
What would have been an even
the works for a Patriot Day Debate
greater addition to that kind of event
event which was to take place on 9/
would have been the kind of audi11 at the Golden Nugget. And so it
ence that we anticipated and exdid.
pected. Yet regardless of the scant
It’s really funny sometimes how
audience, let me add right here that
you can see things more clearly afevery single candidate that showed
ter the fact than you can going in.
up spoke to those present in the auSince I was not in any way involved
dience as if there were ten times as
in the planning or the production of
many people as there actually were.
the event (it simply wasn’t in my deThat is all to their credit. Not one of
partment), I didn’t get a chance to
MARAMIS CHOUFANI
them refused to address the obviously
add my two cents worth or comment on anyone else’s dedicated, although small, group that cared enough to
dollar ninety-eight. But because I did step up to be the hear what they had to say. (There was an emergency
impromptu MC when it became evident that the so- Special Sessions meeting called in Carson City at the
called official prearranged MC was not going to do it, last minute that required all the State Assembly memI had a front-row “seat,” so to speak, about seeing bers to be there and consequently, not be at our event;
things from another angle.
and one candidate had even just broken his hand.)
The brochures that listed the candidates who had
While on that subject of who showed up and who
committed to being there, along with their photos and didn’t, and why we might’ve had such a slim audience
the race in which they were running, looked really for this great event, I am going to offer my thoughts
good (thanks to our production guy, Donald Snook). about that situation. For one thing, although the day
It helped people identify who’s who and informed them was carefully chosen for its significance, unfortunately
about the time slots for each candidate. So far so good, it is also a day that still strikes fear in the hearts of
as far as I could see...
many; perhaps there is still that unspoken belief that a
The Golden Nugget was — as usual — highly pro- combination of the date (Sept. 11) coupled with being
fessional and above reproach in all they provided, from in a well-known Las Vegas casino could spell trouble,
the room to the layout, to the food to the service. I since terrorists make it clear that Las Vegas might be a
can’t think of a thing they didn’t do right.
target and terrorists like to do things on our special
We even had a lovely volunteer who was there days. So that could have been one major “stay-away”
strictly to accommodate any attendees who might not factor. (Rolando Larraz, founder of the Las Vegas Trihave gotten around to registering to vote. She remained bune, did not attend because he had long-standing prior
there throughout, whether or not every single attendee plans.) And it was also a weekday, a work day.
strolled right on by, having already registered or choosThen there is the fact — perhaps a little more realing not to do so that day. She was the epitome of friend- istic and possibly more likely — that people didn’t reliness and graciousness, and, I believe, a good addi- ally believe that it was a FREE event. It was not billed
tion to that kind of event. And we had Captain Charlie, as “free,” but apparently since there was no charge
a delightful addition to the more serious tone of the listed or given, no tickets to buy, no pre-registration
event, who entertained us with her own style of sing- requiring one’s credit card, the producer and promoter
ing and guitar to give us all a little mental break and of this event, John Thomas, our Marketing/Operations
soulful lift (she can often be found doing her musical
(See Maramis, Page 13)

VIEW POINTS

September 17-23, 2014 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / Page 11

Editors note: The views expressed are entirely those of the writers and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the Las Vegas Tribune.

We’re All a Little Bit
Rushing Legislators to
Rob Peter to Pay Tesla “Tree-Hugging” by Default
but not others? What
By Chuck Muth
about “equal protection”
By most accounts, this
under law?
Tesla deal is almost too
For example, accordgood to be true.
ing to the Nevada ManuUh-oh.
facturing Association
If all goes as choreothere are “roughly 3,000
graphed, the special sessmall, medium, and large
sion of the Legislature to
manufacturing and wareapprove the multi-billion
housing
businesses
dollar Tesla deal that legaround the state.” Those
islators still haven’t even
are manufacturers who
seen yet will be wrapped
are already in Nevada;
up by bedtime Thursday,
many of which have been
CHUCK MUTH
Sept. 11, 2014 (more
likely, Friday).
here for a long, long time. Why tax relief
And again, I think it’s great that Tesla of the new kid on the block but no tax rechose Nevada for its new battery manufac- lief for them?
turing plant and won’t have to pay any taxes
Ditto non-manufacturing businesses in
for at least the next ten years — including Nevada, many of which have been operthe sales taxes that you and I pay every ating here for decades and helped build this
single day.
state, which will still be stuck paying all
The same sales taxes that were hiked the taxes that Tesla, a new-comer, won’t
“temporarily” in 2009 and were supposed have to pay for the next ten years. Why no
to sunset and come back down in 2011, but tax relief for those businesses who invested
were instead extended by Gov. Brian in Nevada LONG ago?
Sandoval.
And what about the estimated $25 milThe same sales taxes that were hiked lion worth of tax breaks being given to
“temporarily” and then were supposed to Tesla that are being given to Tesla by takcome back down in 2013, but were again ing them away from other companies who
extended by Gov. Sandoval.
already have home offices here in Nevada
Gee, I wonder what he’s going to do with and have been here for a long, long time.
those sunsets in next year’s session?
How is “robbing Peter to pay Paul” right?
But back to the Tesla deal...
In addition, in the last legislative sesAs Las Vegas Review-Journal columnist sion the Legislature set aside some $80
Steve Sebelius wrote, “It’s not that the state million worth of tax credits to lure movie
is doing this for Tesla that’s really the is- productions to Nevada, the Entertainment
sue. It’s that the state can do this at all that’s Capital of the World. While that decision
the issue.”
was still questionable, at least those tax
Indeed, where does the government de- breaks were extended to an entire indus(See Muth, Page 12)
rive the power to exempt some businesses

BEHIND THE MIKE

Tips from the Masters

By Michael A. Aun
have all you need.
Over the years, I’ve col—No matter how you
lected some tips from some
feel, get up, dress up and
masters. Here are a few:
show up.
—There are no new
—Life is not always
sins; the old ones get more
tied with a bow, but it’s
publicity.
still a gift.
—There are worst
—Put off decisions
things than getting a call for
until you are in a better
a wrong number at 4 AMmood.
like, it is the right number.
—Life isn’t fair, but
—I have now reached
it’s still good.
the age where happy hour
—When in doubt, just
is a nap.
take the next small step.
MICHAEL A. AUN
—After 65, if you do not
—Life is too short to
wake up aching in someplace, you are prob- waste time hating anyone.
ably dead.
—Don’t take yourself so seriously. No
—Always be yourself because people one else does.
that matter, do not mind. The ones that mind
—You don’t have to win every argudo not matter.
ment. Agree to disagree.
—Be very careful reading the fine print,
—Cry with someone. It’s more healing
There is no way you are going to like it.
than crying alone,
—Do you realize that in 40 years, thou—It’s okay to get angry with God. He
sands of old ladies will be running around can take it.
with tattoos in strange places.
—Save for retirement starting with your
—It is only a game when their team is first paycheck.
winning.
—When it comes to chocolate, resis—Why is it that you feel much younger tance is futile.
at class reunions than everyone else looks?
—Make peace with your past so it won’t
—Don’t lie; lies build up and eventu- screw up the present.
ally you are caught.
—It’s okay to let your children see you
—Smile, it takes less effort to smile than cry.
to frown and it makes you and everyone
—Don’t compare your life to others. You
else feel better.
have no idea what their journey is all about.
—To be happy and successful, find a job
—Get rid of anything that isn’t useful,
you love to do, do it to the best of your abil- beautiful or joyful.
ity and you will be rewarded.
—Whatever doesn’t kill you really does
—Remember to hug your children; your make you stronger.
children are yours forever.
—When it comes to going after what
—Busy people do not have time for doc- you love in life, don’t take no for an antors and stay healthier.
swer.
—Don’t retire, keep working. You will
—Take a deep breath. It calms the mind.
be happier and healthier
—Over prepare, and then go with the
—We all have a talent; use your talents flow.
to help others.
—Be eccentric now don’t wait for old
—Everyone will not always love you, age to wear pink.
but they should respect you.
—The most important sex organ is the
—The nicest thing about the future is it brain.
always starts tomorrow.
—No one is in charge of your happiness
—If you do not have a sense of humor, but you.
you probably don’t have any sense at all.
—Frame every so-called disaster with
—A good time to keep your mouth shut these words: “In five years will it matter?”
is when you are in deep water.
—Forgive everyone everything.
—Don’t audit life. Show up and make
—What other people think of you is
the most of it now.
none of your business.
—Growing old beats the alternative dy—However good or bad a situation is; it
ing young.
will change.
—Your children get only one childhood.
Time heals most everything. Give time
—All that truly matters in the end is that time.
you loved.
*****
—If we all threw our problems in a pile
Michael Aun is a syndicated columnist
and saw the problems everyone else has, and writes a weekly column for this newswe’d grab ours back.
paper. To contact Michael Aun, email him
—Envy is a waste of time. You already at maun@lasvegastribune.com.

By Pam McAllister
stretched her thin arms
On Sept. 21, 2014, the
around a tree saying, “If a
People’s Climate March
tree is saved, even at the
will commence in New
cost of one’s head, it is
York City as world leaders
worth it.”
gather for a United Nations
Amrita Devi was beemergency summit on cliheaded protecting the trees.
mate change. Thousands
When her three daughters
of organizations have
stepped up to take her
signed on and many demplace, they, too, were beonstrations have been
headed. It is said that 363
planned across the country
villagers were killed that
on that day. Perhaps more
day, trying to save the trees
PAM McALLISTER
than one million people
that were essential to their
will descend on Manhattan Sept. 21 to sup- lives. When the Maharajah heard about the
port environmental and human survival. massacre, he was appalled at the loss of life.
Almost inevitably, someone from the me- As the story is told, he declared a permadia or a prior or the current administration nent injunction against felling the trees or
will throw around the label “tree-hugger” killing the wildlife in the area of the masand no one will be shocked. In preparation sacre and exempted the villages of that refor the march and in reflecting on the per- gion from land taxes. Today, the Bishnoi
ceived negativity of this label, I’ve been villages of Jodhpur are a tourist attraction,
thinking about the heroines of the Chipko green and beautiful, filled with animals and
(“tree-hugging”) movement in India.
birds, in an otherwise desolate region.
In 1730, Amrita Devi watched men with Amrita Devi is honored as one of the
axes enter her village with an order from world’s first eco-warriors.
the Maharajah — to cut down trees needed
The Chipko Movement was reborn in
to build his new palace. The trees were the the 1970s as developers descended on the
villagers’ source of life, the only green in Himalayan forests seeking short-term
an otherwise barren landscape. The forest profit. Deforestation led to environmental
shielded the people from the desert, pro- disasters. In monsoon season, landslides
tected their fragile water supply and pro- and floods devastated the regions where
vided fodder for the cows and twigs for the tree roots once secured the land.
fire. What’s more, the trees and animals
One day in March 1974, when the men
were sacred and not to be harmed, accord- of Reni were away, laborers with axes and
ing to the rules of their Hindu sect.
guns showed up with government permits
Amrita Devi tried to reason with the men, to fell the trees. A little girl saw them and
but they had their orders. They entered the raced to get Gaura Devi who quickly
forest with axes raised. Amrita Devi boldly alerted 27 other women. Together, they
walked past the bewildered men and
(See McAllister, Page 13)

The Power of Ordinary Leaders

By Doug Dickerson
committed leaders stay the
If you want a starring
course.
role, you’ll miss the
Stay curious
miracle. If you’re willing
Leaders who grow and
to be an ordinary extra,
improve their leadership
God will do something exskills over time have an intraordinary. — Mark
satiable desire to learn and
Batterson, The Grave Robgrow. Curiosity is the gift
ber
that keeps on giving and
A story is told of a
good leaders ask the quesgroup of elderly, cultured
tions that no one else is
gentlemen who met often
asking, and as my friend
to exchange wisdom and
Dan Rockwell suggests,
drink tea. Each host tried
will ask the second questo find the finest and most
DOUG DICKERSON
tions
(http://bit.ly/
costly varieties, to create exotic blends that 1pWVyeG). Curious leaders want to know
would arouse the admiration of his guests. what his or her people are saying and thinkWhen the most venerable and respected ing so that the culture of the organization
of the group entertained, he served his tea remains healthy and strong. Curious leadwith unprecedented ceremony, measuring ers want to know what the customers are
the leaves from a golden box. The as- thinking in order to better serve them and
sembled epicures praised this exquisite tea. to improve the bottom line. Curiosity will
The host smiled and said, “The tea you have keep your thinking fresh and your skills
found so delightful is the same tea our peas- sharp. What are you curious about?
ants drink. I hope it will be a reminder to
Stay connected
all that the good things in life are not necIt’s similar in nature to curiosity so beessarily the rarest or the most costly.”
ing connected is central to your growth as
In recent years there has been an explo- a leader. Being connected is about relationsion of books and material on the topic of ships and communication. These are the
leadership. I am not only a contributor to basic tenants of your leadership developthe topic of leadership but I am also a con- ment. Good leaders value and build relasumer as it’s in my interest both personally tionships. Communication works best
and professionally to grow and develop. A when relationships are strong. Being conrecent Google search of leadership books nected is an intentional act of your leadernetted more than 67,300,000 hits. Talk ship. There are no shortcuts when it comes
about your reading list!
to being connected and there’s no better
With the availability of such quantities person to do it than you. If you want your
of leadership material out there perhaps it’s people to connect with you then you have
time to think through our expectations of to take the first steps and connect with
leadership and what constitutes being a them.
good leader in today’s world. Too often we
Stay confident
look at those who have a large spotlight and
Confidence is a key component to your
are seen as the “superstars” in the world of success. You have achieved the measure of
leadership and think we can never measure success that you enjoy, in part, because of
up. We’ve read all about going from “good confidence in your abilities and using them
to great” but how do we simply become wisely. But this encouragement is disgood or better- much less “great”?
pensed also with a dose of warning. Be
I’d like to offer up some practical tips careful not to become arrogant and believe
and words of encouragement for all current it’s all about you. It’s not. But confidence
and aspiring “ordinary extra” leaders who is needed in order to grow and become a
daily work to make a difference. Here are better leader. In as much as low morale is
four tips to help you become better.
devastating to the culture of your organiStay the course
zation, so too, will low self-esteem hinder
My friend Dr. Greg Morris (on Twitter your personal growth. Stay confident in
@LdshpDynamics) uses this phrase fre- your abilities and keep your ego to yourquently and it has stuck with me — stay self.
the course. I think on many levels this is
When you are willing to be an “ordipart of the secret of being a good leader. nary extra” type of a leader you can make
There’s nothing really glamourous about it. a significant difference. Your name may not
It’s just a simple reminder that being a good be in the limelight but your contributions
leader and becoming a better leader is a are just as valuable. Stay the course!
matter of commitment. When times are
Doug Dickerson is a syndicated columtough — stay the course. When critics at- nist. He writes a weekly column for this
tack — stay the course. In times of success newspaper. To contact Doug Dickerson,
— stay the course.
email
him
at
ddickerson@
Leaders who last are committed and lasvegastribune.com.
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Policing Las Vegas: Post Gillespie
By Norman Jahn
The title for my column last
week seemed to have gone missing.
It was supposed to be Sound Bites
of a Metro Career. The column
started with advice I was given by
a college professor at the beginning
of my career and it ended with some
praise from another college professor that I had never met.
An important incident that I forgot to mention was that I had given
testimony in a deposition in the
Romero vs. LVMPD case. It ultimately was ‘resolved’ and cost the
taxpayers $83,000. (http://
www.reviewjournal.com/news/police-settle-man-who-said-officersused-excessive-force).
I was a patrol sergeant on the
Strip the night of that incident. A
fight call had come out at Harrah’s
Carnival Court, an extremely
crowded and often disorderly area
on the Strip on weekends. As we
were arriving we could not locate
any fight but we sensed that the
‘problem’ had continued southbound toward Flamingo Road. The
next radio broadcast was that there
was a possible fight near
Margaritaville. It turned out that a
red-headed Marine in his ‘dress
blues’ was highly intoxicated and
some fellas were mocking him and
basically challenging him to fight.
A man named Romero was in the
crowd with his girlfriend. He had
been a corrections officer in Arizona and probably felt he could
settle things down. He apparently
tried to intervene to get the parties
to disperse and move along. His
behavior was totally law
abiding...but officers rushed up to
the scene. They pushed their way
through to the incident. One of them
grabbed Romero from behind and
they said that Romero ‘stiffened up’
in resistance — a normal reaction
in a tense situation. The officer attempted to pull him back and they
both fell to the ground. Romero
suffered a horrible fracture to his
leg. As it ended up, there was no
fight at all.
Due to the ‘injury’ occurring
during police activity, I was called
to do a Use of Force investigation.
We first got Romero medical attention. I instructed the two officers to
do the required reports after they
told me what happened. I went to
the hospital with Romero because
we had to get him away from the
crowd and get medical attention
immediately. I advised him how to
contact our Risk Management folks
and told him he was NOT going to
be arrested for anything! In the ‘old
days’ there was a way of thinking
that you have to follow through
with an arrest after you ‘lay hands’
on people and that Romero should
have been arrested. I decided —
Hell No! I did not see evidence of
any crime and certainly was not
going to ‘trump up’ an obstructing
or resisting arrest charge to COVER
the conduct of the LVMPD.
The analysis of this incident concluded that Romero was trying to
be a Good Samaritan and he did not
know that police officers were pulling him back and taking him to the

Muth

NORMAN JAHN
ground. It is a common fact of life
that police do not always adequately identify themselves. (Just
look at the New Year’s Eve video
from a couple of years ago that involved Sgt. T. J. Jenkins. It made
the news because a lawsuit was
filed and because the plaintiff’s attorneys said the story told in the
police reports did not match what
was on the video.)
The Romero matter that I described above was handled professionally and it turned out (after the
settlement) that Romero probably
only got enough money to pay his
medical bills. It was easy to tell the
truth about what happened and the
outcome we would like to have but
things don’t turn out the way we
want all of the time. You do your
best and you admit it when you
make mistakes — even if it costs
your department money and you
irritate your bosses because you
didn’t stand behind your department.
I’m sure that Metro’s civil defense attorneys (i.e., “Tricky
Nicky”) told the administration that
I didn’t recite the answers that
Metro was hoping for during that
deposition. I won’t hold my breath
that corrective action will be taken
to prevent incidents like this in the
future if attorneys don’t walk in to
the sheriff’s office and say that this
was avoidable. You know, something like mandating that police
loudly and repeatedly identify
themselves in crowd situations and
do everything possible to de-escalate and deflect potential violent
incidents. I don’t doubt that some
felt that I had ‘betrayed’ the
LVMPD but I’ll do what is right and
face the consequences. No Metro
attorney is going to tell me what to
say to ‘protect’ the department.
There have been several more of
these incidents that should cause
concern. One occurred downtown
recently as officers were clearing
out a bar and a patron wasn’t moving fast enough — video hardly
showed any threat or danger to
multiple officers escorting him out
of the bar. It ended up in a dogpile
with one officer wildly swinging his
baton at the suspect.
Those are also the kinds of incidents that deteriorate into a choke
hold (like the one involving the
NYPD) or a ‘sudden death’ after a
struggle. A police trainer recently
used the term ‘monkey-pile’ in describing what happens with uncoordinated scrambling to restrain a
person. It is almost certain that after these incidents we don’t hear
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try, not just one company.
Alas, the remaining $70 million of tax incentives set aside just last
year for the film industry will now be shifted over to Tesla instead.
Again, how is “robbing Peter to pay Paul” right?
And since the ink on the Tesla deal isn’t even dry yet, and no one
but Tesla and the governor’s office has seen it, why the rush to call the
special session today? Why not release the deal, including all the fine
print, and allow elected legislators and the public to review and scrutinize it for at least a few days first before being summoned to Carson
City to rubber stamp it?
Is there something in the deal that we don’t know about that Gov.
Brian Sandoval wants to rush through before it’s discovered and opposition rises up?
Indeed, I was reliably told yesterday that the Governor was quite
irritated when state Controller Kim Wallin told the Las Vegas Review-Journal that “We have to make sure there’s true accountability
in this deal. Oftentimes we give out money, and we don’t get reports
back.”
Why would requiring regular performance reports and assuring accountability upset the governor?
Citizens of Nevada... beware.
Chuck Muth is president of Citizen Outreach, a non-profit public
policy grassroots advocacy organization. He may be reached at
cmuth@lasvegastribune.com.

about whether officers were disciplined. In fact, most of the recent
scrutiny reveals that Metro Internal
Affairs does not even find any violations of policy.
Back to Romero... I testified that
the injury was apparently ‘accidental’ and was caused by everyone
crashing to the ground. The police
were responsible for the injury but
it was not specifically a use of force
by the police that was intended to
be delivered to Romero himself. I
guess this could be called ‘collateral damage’ but it is life-altering
damage done and, with proper training and more accountability, it can
be minimized.
I gave my professional opinion,
did not COVER UP any conduct by
the officers, and it was pretty much
common sense that you just can’t
let people (who are not violating the
law) end up with serious injuries
and wipe the slate clean. Too often,
Metro has been able to wiggle out
of these situations. I don’t have a
beef against the officers. I went to
the police academy with one of
them and received a Medal of
Honor after an incident with the
other one. We attempted to rescue
a victim who had been stabbed by
Billy Bonilla at Harrah’s Hotel and
get him to safety, but he died.
Bonilla was still inside the room
armed with a handgun and he fired
through the door when SWAT arrived to assist. BUT, even when we
respect and work with general good
officers we must hold ourselves to
a higher standard and address mistakes and make improvements
when necessary.
What is the future of policing in
the post-Ferguson era? How much
attention is now being paid to policing after high profile incidents
like the choke-hold death in New
York? How much of an impact will
video have on the future of policing? Literally every police officer
in the U.S. may soon be wearing a
camera, since the days of the ‘police explanation’ contradicting the
citizen’s story needs to come to an
end. The technology is available
now. It is not flawless. There will
still be a need to interpret the video
and other evidence in the context
of situations that occur. Our system
of justice is the best in the world —
even if a police officer must go
through it and true professionalism
means that you are willing to subject your operation to scrutiny and
fix problems. I won’t even use the
word ‘transparency’ because
Gillespie’s regime has made a
mockery of that term.
The future of policing with cameras and the future of Metro can be
better! I don’t have a problem with
the facts being on the table and a
move toward a more objective and
professional review of police use of
force and other more routine incidents, but we need to do it and not
PRETEND to do it.
What will Post-Gillespie policing be like in Las Vegas? I think
they need to revamp Internal Affairs, Employment Diversity, and
Labor Relations for starters. A new
sheriff might be more limited with
what he can do with the police
unions. Too many people have sat
silently and done ‘wrong’ when
they know what is right. The consequences they would face for demonstrating true integrity were

clearly outweighed by the internal
threats. I think that by now, everyone in the LVMPD knows what the
word ‘targeting’ means.
Post-Gillespie policing in Las
Vegas will also be established by
the person who wins the election in
November. The money going to
Lombardo is astounding! I sure
hope Larry Burns still has a fighting chance. Mike Zahara’s
‘Watchdog.wag’ publication for this
week had some interesting questions for those remaining two candidates for sheriff. They were not
necessarily the ‘traditional’ questions you might expect during a
campaign but they focus on some
interesting perspectives about leadership in the future of the LVMPD.
Here are a couple of his questions.
I’d like to hear the answers from
the candidates.
1). Tell us about an incident in
your career where you failed? (and
how the situation was handled and
what consequences you may have
faced).
2). Will you commit to and use
the full powers and authority of the
Office of Sheriff to end the ‘War
Within’ of character and career assassination which has resulted instead of punishing violations, in
devouring our own very expensively trained officers of all ranks
which has also contributed to and
depleted our serving commissioned
staff to dangerous levels today, in
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favor of a completely redone internal discipline regime that fully preserves the sheriff’s authority under
statute, but gives personnel renewed confidence that processes
are fair and equalized.?
It is also worthy of note that
Zahara also addressed how Metro
has continued to fail to address the
recent series of police officer suicide. Last week it was National
Suicide Prevention month. It would
have been an opportune time to acknowledge the problem and remind
everyone in Clark County of what
Metro is doing — or NOT doing.
Is there any topic more important
than the self-destruction of our own
police officers due to morale and
other problems that have left them
feeling hopeless and have caused
them to lose their self-esteem? Policing becomes part of your identity but there is more to life than the
LVMPD. Let’s hope that a new
sheriff can put things like this into
the proper perspective. You (officers) treat the public right and we
(administration) will treat you right!
Norm Jahn is a former LVMPD
lieutenant, who has also served as
a police chief in Shawano, Wisconsin, and has nearly 25 years of police experience. Jahn now contributes his opinions and ideas to help
improve policing in general, and in
Las Vegas in particular, through his
weekly column in the Las Vegas
Tribune.
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nomic powerhouse far from its image as a violence-torn land overrun by
drug traffickers.
He failed his countrymen with false promises. If he had kept his promise of a better economy, his countrymen wouldn’t have to look for better
opportunities in other lands.
It is time for Mr. Enrique Peña Nieto, as president, to take the reigns of
Mexico and give his people a better life instead of criticizing Governor
Rick Perry — demanding dignity that he doesn’t afford his own people
— for his decision to protect Texas, his people and his homeland.
With the exception of California Governor Jerry Brown, governors of
Arizona and New Mexico, Jan Brewer and Susana Martinez, respectively,
would do a great service to the Mexican people and everybody else from
Central America by following the example of Texas Governor Rick Perry
by deploying their National Guard to their borders and teaching presidents Enrique Peña Nieto, Mexico; Salvador Sanchez Cerén, El Salvador; Otto Perez Molina, Guatemala; and Juan Orlando Hernandez, Honduras, how to be presidents of their own nations and how to protect, feed
and dress their own citizens.
Maybe that way their countrymen won’t need to use the assistance of
Spanish networks such as Univision and TeleMundo to complain that
their rooms are cold and their food is not properly cooked.
Perly Viasmensky is the General Manager of the Las Vegas Tribune.
She writes a weekly column in this newspaper. To contact Perly Viasmensky,
email her at pviasmensky@lasvegas tribune.com.
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Should Defendants Apologize?

By Zachariah Parry
For as long as people have been
sued their attorneys have given
them the same counsel: don’t say a
word.
For the most part, this is good
advice. Although there are rules
preventing the admission of hearsay at trial, both federal and Nevada
courts consider statements made by
a party to a case nonhearsay. That
is, if you’re sued, anything you say
prior to the lawsuit can be repeated
and used against you in the trial.
Those statements are not an exception to the hearsay rule — they
aren’t hearsay at all.
Those who have seen almost any
episode of any crime drama since
the United States Supreme Court
decided Miranda v. Arizona in 1966
know that criminal defendants,
when they’re arrested, are read their
Miranda rights and warned that
anything they say can and will be
used against them at trial. The same
is true in civil court — your statements can be used against you —
but unlike the arresting officer, the
plaintiff does not have to read you
your rights before suing you.
Attorneys advise their clients not
to speak for several reasons. For one
thing, in some cases speaking to
someone you’ve harmed can only
make things worse. They may not
have been planning on suing you,
for example, until you opened your
mouth and stuck your foot in it. For
another, nonattorneys are not familiar with the elements of the claims,
often torts, that form the basis of a
lawsuit filed against them. Because
of their ignorance of the legal elements of a claim, they may inadvertently harm their case.
For these reasons, attorneys have
generally counseled their clients not
to offer an apology. The fear was

On The
Legal
Front

By Zachariah B. Parry

that an apology would be construed
as an admission of guilt, which
would then be used against the defendant in the lawsuit. Sometimes
defendants are sincerely remorseful and want to express their sorrow but do not do so upon the advice of counsel.
Based on emerging data, however, some practitioners are realizing the value of an apology. In some
cases, an apology can go a long way
to mitigating wrongs, even in the
context of a lawsuit. Jennifer K.
Robbennolt, a law professor at the
University of Illinois, reached the
following conclusion based on research and studies she performed:
[E]mpirical studies examining
the impact of apologies in a variety
of contexts have demonstrated a
range of positive effects that flow
from apologizing. These effects include more favorable attributions,
more positive and less negative
emotion for both apologizer and
recipient, improved physiological
responses for both parties, improved future relations, decreased
need to punish, and more likely forgiveness. In addition to the potential physical, psychological, and
relational benefits of apologies,
commentators have argued that
apologies have the potential to fa-

By The Duke of Fremont Street

The Adventure Continues!

I am fairly certain that you, the reader, have read about the Minnesota
Vikings’ football player Adrian Peterson’s suspension over the beating or
whipping of his four-year-old son.
It was announced recently that he has just been reinstated by the Vikings after a brief suspension. Although I am not certain of the facts of
this particular incident, the newsworthiness of this subject caught my interest. When I was a child this incident would not have even been considered worth mentioning. Today it is front page news. I do have an opinion
on disciplining a child and I am fairly certain my belief is no longer popular, is considered archaic by the majority, and is most certainly viewed as
“politically incorrect’’ in today’s degenerating society.
There is a timeless old saying I’m sure many of you will recall: “Spare
the rod and spoil the child!” I am a believer in this old wise saying. When
I was growing up I recall my parents telling me that if I got whipped or
spanked at school, I would get it twice as hard when I got home. They
meant what they said and on at least one occasion that indeed happened.
I vividly recall one St. Valentine’s Day when I was seven or eight; it
got back to my parents that I had been acting up at school. My father
ritualistically whipped me with a belt that day, and yes, there were welts.
I never forgot that whipping and never received a bad report from school
again!
Listen, I am not advocating a belt; however I do believe an open hand
on the buttocks will definitely get the child’s attention. I’m sure many of
you will consider me barbaric and that my point of view is no longer
valid. To you I respond with the following statement: I cannot recall one
single instance of a child murdering his siblings, his parents, his grandparents or his friends during all the years I was growing up, which was
decades ago. Today, these almost frequent events are hardy considered
newsworthy and are not as unimaginable or shocking as they once were.
We live in a world where children today are considered as adults by
their parents and are reasoned with like adults. Yet they are Not adults,
they are children! I believe the parents should be in charge at all times
and that child-rearing is not a Democratic process.
In childhood children are formulating values that ideally the parents
or guardians are responsible for instilling. While these values are being
introduced and incubated in the child, the parents not only have the right
but have the moral obligation to guide and teach their child. This can only
be successfully achieved with the aid of discipline and respect.
How many out there have witnessed firsthand children not only raising their voice to their parents but even physically attacking their parents? When I was growing up this was inconceivable; in fact, to this day
I have never so much as raised my voice to my 89-year-old mother. I
believe this respect is due to her instruction, her guidance, her love —
and her steadfast practice of disciplining me.
Incidentally I got the switch from her too on more than one occasion.
I truly believe if you do not discipline your child, it’s highly likely that
your child will grow up to be disciplined by the state. This is happening
frequently in our country today. The penal system is overwhelmed with a
bulging population of undisciplined, lawless youths that are morally and
socially incapable of contributing anything meaningful to humanity. You
owe it to your children to discipline them or they will have very little
chance of being independent and successful when they become adults.
My ‘Old School” unfashionable way of seeing things is a core belief
that is unwavering and I strongly suggest that you, as parents, reexamine
the validity of my point of view.
You can comment on The Duke of Fremont Street Facebook page.

cilitate the settlement of legal disputes—breaking impasse to allow
productive negotiation, allowing
resolution to occur more quickly,
addressing parties’ non-legal concerns, or resulting in financial
settlement terms that are more favorable to the one who has apologized.
These conclusions, if true, upend decades — maybe centuries —
of attorney advice regarding apologies. Longstanding lawyer wisdom
aside, it is not very difficult to imagine how an apology, if offered sincerely and without duress, could
mollify an angry, hurt plaintiff.
Recognizing the value of an
apology in reducing litigation costs,
at least thirty-five states have
passed laws precluding the admission of evidence of apologies made
by a party to a lawsuit. However,
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these evidentiary exceptions are not
absolute. Some states, for example,
preclude admissions of “benevolent
gestures expressing sympathy” into
evidence, but don’t go as far as to
keep out admissions of fault, even
if they are part of an apology. These
states, to differing extents, provide
remorseful defendants with a way
to express sorrow without jeopardizing their defenses.
Nevada has no such statute, so
apologies are presumably as admissible at trial as any other statement
made by a party to a lawsuit. But
that does not mean that in Nevada
an apology does not have a role to
play in litigation.
In fact, the Nevada Rules of Professional Conduct suggest that a
lawyer should consider not only
legal implications when rendering
advice to a client, but also “other
considerations such as moral, economic, social and political factors,
that may be relevant to the client’s
situation.” A good attorney will
consider all realistic resolutions,
including apologies, which can be
effective even in states like Nevada
where there is no statutory protection for apologizers.
For example, in some cases liability is not in dispute, so there is
no legal risk of apologizing. In other
situations, an apology may be what
the plaintiff wants most, in which
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marched to the forest and confronted the men.
Gaura Devi (1925-1991) was unschooled, but
wise. She said, “Brothers, this forest is like our
mother. You will have to shoot me before you can
cut it down.” The men laughed.
Dodging obscenities and threats, the women
stood between the men and the trees until the workers, frustrated and exhausted, backed down. It took
months of vigilance and protest, but the people, with
women in the lead, saved their trees.
The rural Chipko movement has been an inspiration to ecology activists around the globe. In 2008,
twig sculptures of the tree-hugging women created
by Klub Gaja, a Polish environmentalist group,
greeted delegates at the entrance to the UN’s climate change conference in Poznan, Poland.
How can I, a woman living in 21st century New
York City, understand this story? If I’m thirsty, I
turn the tap, and clear, drinkable water comes out.
If I want to cook my dinner, I turn another knob
and a small, controllable ring of fire appears on my
stovetop. I can’t imagine using 85 percent of my
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guy, felt it would go without saying. But consider the facts: it was
at the elegant Golden Nugget; there
was to be elegant and attractively
prepared food served twice
throughout the event (enough right
there to give pause to those who
might tend to be suspicious); and
then we had to consider that since
the main “course” of the event was
presenting politicians, that was
enough, I am sure, to have wouldbe attendees think it just had to
come with some sort of charge, or
would turn out to be some sort of
fundraiser for the candidates of their
choice.
Well, it was not. It was indeed
free, the food was great, and presenting the candidates — the whole
reason we bothered to create this
event in the first place — was our
mission, and those who spoke did
so from their hearts and answered
as many questions as were asked,
even going into overtime.
Yes, I had my favorites, but I will
not mention who they were, since I
was well pleased with all of them.
Some were no-shows without giving us notice, but without hearing
their reasons for not showing up, I
will not judge them. But those who
spoke helped raise my awareness of
who they were and whether or not
I wanted to vote for them. Some
spoke on issues I had not even considered and needed that slant to put
my vote into perspective.
Prior to even the first candidate
speaking, I had the opportunity to
speak with several of the UNLV students who were there to ask the candidates questions. I certainly hope
they got a small dose of reality both
regarding the real world versus how
we hoped things would be, as well
as a peek at politics behind the
scenes and even what the Las Vegas Tribune is all about behind the
scenes. When young people have a
dose of that reality, they take it back
out into the world and share it with
their peers.
I do want to comment on one
member of the audience. A woman

case an apology would go a long
way to resolving the case.
Apologies can also be crafted in
such a way as to avoid any admission of guilt. A partial apology—or
an expression of benevolent sympathy without any admission of
fault—can be less effective than a
full apology, but may still have the
desired effect of reducing anger and
animosity in a case.
It is unrealistic to think that
apologies, even if complete and sincere, will always result in plaintiffs
dropping their lawsuits. However,
even if such extremes are not accomplished, if the plaintiff believes
the defendant is being sincere and
reasonable, settlement negotiations
will be much more meaningful and
more likely to be successful by finding a mutually acceptable middle
ground.
If you’re in a situation requiring
the counsel or representation of an
attorney, seek someone who will
consider more than just the bottom
line. Plaintiffs and defendants are
real people. Attorneys should act
like people, too.
Zachariah B. Parry is a civil litigation attorney and partner at his
firm, Pickard Parry. He can be
reached at 702-910-4300, through
his firm’s website at www.
pickardparry.com, or his direct
email, zach@pickardparry.com.

time walking to get water or firewood. Can any of
us?
But then, I remember the water crisis in Detroit,
droughts in California, Texas and the Great Plains
region, mountaintop removals and coal mine exploitation in West Virginia, deforestation of the
Southeastern U.S. for European utilities and the
2,000 square miles of Louisiana coastline that has
disappeared in the past 80 years. Across the U.S.,
we’re all facing environmental degradation and the
adverse effects of climate change — in our own
backyards. If the term “tree-hugger” means valuing long-term life — the lives of our family members and communities — over short-term profits,
then perhaps it’s not such a bad name after all. When
it comes to the security and safety of our families,
we’re all a little “tree-hugging” by default. In any
case, we’re well past the time for “tree-hugging.”
It’s really all about “life-saving” at this point.
*****
Pam McAllister, syndicated by PeaceVoice, is a
researcher, writer, lecturer on feminism and nonviolence and blogs at Activists With Attitude.

who showed up to hear the first
speaker and stayed throughout the
entire day and evening till after the
final candidate had spoken. She was
indeed an inspiration to all of us
who noticed that kind of caring and
dedication. I hope she gets to read
this.
Attendees came and went
through the long day. Some may
have left the event focusing only on
the audience — which shrunk as
certain attendees left after hearing
only the candidates they came to
hear; others may have looked
around and noticed that this or that
was missing or forgotten; still others may have used the event for a
little logical social or business networking; and then others, including some of those previously mentioned, may have really gotten
something out of hearing the candidates speak.
When I was an Army recruiter,
I’d work really long and hard at
doing everything I could do to inform a person with possible interest as to what the Army was about,
what he would be getting into, what
it would be like during basic and
job training, what still had to be
done prior to the actual enlistment,
and so on — doing all I could to
prepare the Army candidate for his
physical and his immediately following enlistment. I’d even drive
those would-be recruits to the airport and see them off to Richmond,
VA, where all that would take place.
But you know what? If the person
went through ALL that, maybe a
couple of month’s worth of preparation what with testing and filling
out forms and even getting waivers
approved for some kind of exception to the regs, as well as having at
least one big conversation with me
every week, and then, at the last
minute, decided not to enlist, guess
who would get blamed? That’s
right... me! Nobody ever said, “Oh
well! You just can’t make people do
what they’re choosing not to do. It
certainly wasn’t your fault.” No,
they never said that. It was always
my fault. And I suppose so it is in

life in general. If something isn’t the
smash hit one had hoped for, the
blame will go on the one who made
the plans.
Well, regardless of how any of
the candidates may have felt to face
a far-less-than full audience, I thank
every one of them for showing up
and speaking, and remind them that
how they, as candidates, act and
react during unusual or less than
ideal circumstances shows who
they are and what they’re made of.
I learned a lot about them during
this event, and can share what I
learned with perhaps hundreds of
others. What happened in that Bel
Air room was not just for the caring souls who heard it firsthand.
After the event, someone I was
chatting with suggested to me that
I should offer my services as a consultant to one or another of the candidates. I told him I was not a consultant, but I definitely was a “perceiver.” I perceive how people appear on stage, in their look and their
sound, and mostly in their actions.
I know that a few of the candidates
would probably be somewhat dismayed to learn of how they were
perceived — but the good news is,
if they really wanted to know, they
could ask me and I would tell them
for free. After that, I just might become a professional “perceiver”
and charge a fee.
But for the most part, I was
happy with all of the candidates
because not one of them said to me
that they would not speak because
there weren’t enough people there
to suit them, even though they
might be used to packed rooms.
So no sense asking why there
weren’t more people there. If you
didn’t go, you can ask yourself why.
But we, the Las Vegas Tribune, really just wanted to make the candidates available to voters at large.
*****
Maramis Choufani is the Managing Editor of the Las Vegas Tribune. She writes a weekly column
in this newspaper. To contact
Maramis,
email
her
at
maramis@lasvegastribune.com.
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Nationalist Illusions
By Lawrence S. Wittner
After thousands of years of bloody wars among contending tribes,
regions, and nations, is it finally possible to dispense with the chauvinist ideas of the past?
To judge by President Barack Obama’s televised address on the
evening of September 10, it is not. Discussing his plan to “take out”
ISIS, the extremist group that has seized control of portions of Syria
and Iraq, the president slathered on the high-flying, nationalist rhetoric. “America is better positioned today to seize the future than any
other nation on Earth,” he proclaimed. “Our technology companies
and universities are unmatched; our manufacturing and auto industries are thriving. Energy independence is closer than it’s been in decades... Our businesses are in the longest uninterrupted stretch of job
creation in our history... I see the grit and determination and common
goodness of the American people every single day — and that makes
me more confident than ever about our country’s future.”
This rhetoric, of course, is the lead-in to yet another American-led
war in the Middle East. “American leadership is the one constant in
an uncertain world,” he stated. “It is America that has the capacity
and the will to mobilize the world against terrorists. It is America that
has rallied the world against Russian aggression... It is America that
helped remove and destroy Syria’s declared chemical weapons so they
cannot pose a threat to the Syrian people — or the world — again.
And it is America that is helping Muslim communities around the
world not just in the fight against terrorism, but in the fight for opportunity, tolerance, and a more hopeful future.”
America’s greatness, he added, carries “an enduring burden. But
as Americans, we welcome our responsibility to lead. From Europe to
Asia — from the far reaches of Africa to war-torn capitals of the Middle
East — we stand for freedom, for justice, for dignity. These are values
that have guided our nation since its founding. Tonight, I ask for your
support in carrying that leadership forward. I do so as a Commanderin-Chief who could not be prouder of our men and women in uniform.”
Can anyone acquainted with American history really take this nationalist drivel seriously? When contemplating the “freedom,” “justice,” and “dignity” that “have guided our nation since its founding,”
is there no recollection of slavery, the seizure of a continent from its
native people, lynching, child labor, the flouting of civil liberties, the
exploitation of workers, legalized racial discrimination, and the war
crimes committed by U.S. troops, most recently in Iraq?
Furthermore, all of this forgotten history is topped off with the
ritualized “May God bless our troops, and may God bless the United
States of America.” God, apparently, is supposed to ride shotgun for
the U.S. military. Or is it really that the U.S. military and the nation
are the emissaries of God?
In fairness to the president, it could be argued that he doesn’t actually believe this claptrap, but — like so many of his predecessors —
simply dons a star-spangled uniform to sell his foreign policy to the
American public.
But, in fact, the policy outlined in Obama’s speech is almost as
nationalist as the rhetoric. Although the president promised that the
United States would participate in a “broad coalition to roll back”
ISIS, this would be a coalition that “America will lead.” Yes, there
would be “partners” in American efforts “to address broader challenges to international order,” but not all the time — only “wherever
possible.” In short, Americans should get ready for another Coalition
of the Willing, led by the United States and, sometimes, limited to it
alone.
Ironically, American “leadership” of military operations in the Islamic world has not only done much to spark the creation of ISIS, alQaeda, and other extremist groups, but has destabilized and inflamed
the entire region. American-led wars in Afghanistan, Iraq, and Libya
— coupled with U.S. military meddling in Syria, confrontations with
Iran, arming of Israel, and drone strikes in many nations — have left
the region awash with anti-Americanism, religious strife, and weapons (many now directed against the United States).
Against this backdrop, the U.S. government would be well-advised
to adopt a very low profile in the Middle East — and certainly not
“lead” yet another war, particularly one against Muslims. This restraint
would mesh nicely with the U.S. government’s signature on the UN
charter, which prohibits the use of force by any nation except in selfdefense.
The current situation provides a particularly appropriate time for
the U.S. government to back off from yet another military crusade in
the region. After all, ISIS is heartily disliked by a large number of
nations. At the moment, it seems likely that the governments of Iran,
Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Russia, and other lands would welcome the
demise of ISIS and support UN action against it. Furthermore, this
action need not be military. The United Nations could play an important role in halting the flow of financing and weapons to this terrorist
group. The United Nations could restrict the movement of militias
and foreign fighters across borders. The United Nations could resume
negotiations to end the civil war in Syria. And, particularly in light of
the hostility toward the United States that has developed in recent
years among many Muslims, the United Nations could demand the
disarmament and dismantling of ISIS with far greater effect than would
similar action by the U.S. government.
But can a nation shed its belief that it is uniquely qualified to “lead”
the world? It can, if its citizens are ready to cast aside their nationalist
illusions and recognize their interdependence with the people of other
nations.
Lawrence Wittner (http://lawrenceswittner.com), syndicated by
PeaceVoice, is Professor of History emeritus at SUNY/Albany. His
latest book is “What’s Going On at UAardvark?” (Solidarity Press),
a satirical novel about campus life.
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but just didn’t have the time?
Why put off doing what you know you should have done before:
call in an editor! As a word-, sentence-, and document-doctor,
she will fix what needs fixing by adding a little of this or that,
and taking out what shouldn’t have been there in the first place.
Give yourself the luxury of looking your best in print!
Editor-at-your-service@gmail.com. 702-706-6875.

Enormous coincidences or
schematic designs? Part One

By Thomas A. Nagy
12th in a Series
There is one thing that stands out
in matters and events leading up to
the murder of Jason R. TurnerShenker, his homicide, and what
has followed over these past nine
years. A good friend of this writer
likes to remind us to “follow the
money” in order to understand anything about most of everything. The
first step in doing so requires asking, “How much did it cost to make
that happen?” And that’s what
stands out in this case: Most of what
has taken place, including the murder of a nescient young man, cost
someone a pocketful of cash.
In the summer of 2002, Jason
Turner hired a lawyer in Springfield, Missouri, Mr. Doug Lee, to
represent him in his quest to participate in a living trust established
by his grandparents, Lillian Koplar
Shenker and Morris Arthur
Shenker, Sr. That cost the 21-yearyoung man $2,500. The lawyer did
nothing at all for J. R. Turner. One
phone call to a law firm acting as
trustee for the estates of L. K.
Shenker and Morris Shenker resulted in a lawyer asking Jason,
“How much do you want?” Taken
aback by that question and unprepared to answer it, Jason asked for
time to consider. He was to call that
lawyer the following day. He did.
During the next few days, Turner
learned that no lawyer from the firm
would speak to him. That is why
he hired his own legal representative, and that is how he came to
learn that lawyers don’t earn the
money they take from clients.
The law firm acting as trustee to
the Shenker estate in St. Louis was
one of the top firms in this country.
It might still be. In subsequent
years, most of the lawyers from that
firm dropped off, and no longer
were willing to act as trustee for the
estate. That might have been voluntary withdrawal, and it might
have been at the request, or demand,
of Jason’s aunt, Patricia Ann
“Patty” Shenker. At some point,
Patty Shenker became the last
trustee of her parent’s remaining
estates and trusts. Jason’s father,
Arthur Shenker, told Cynthia
Turner that he had turned over control of his personal trust “B” to his
sister Patty Shenker shortly after his
father’s death in 1989.
Only one of two things will be
found true: the Shenker estates and
trusts have gone bust, as the
Shenker siblings would have most

of us believe, or their collective assets have grown to enormous size
through careful administration and
wise investments. The Shenker siblings allegedly claim to be “poor
and broke,” according to a family
member.
Earlier I wrote that the mysterious man who confronted Rolando
Larraz of this publication and appeared to Cynthia Turner the same
week had a striking resemblance,
with 99 percent certainty, to Duane
Ryzner. Ryzner has been a vice
president of security at Thunder
Valley Resort and Casino in Lincoln, California. He claims to also
have worked at New York-New
York Casino in security during the
first seven months of 2003. C.
Turner was not introduced to
Ryzner during that time, as she
would normally have been as a fellow NY-NY Casino employee, and
someone to report possible crimes
to. Deduction tells us that Ryzner
might have been brought in to observe Turner as a target. After finding nothing in seven months, he
moved on to Aliante, then to Thunder Valley. If Ryzner was at NY-NY
to trap Turner, this means that
within a mere six months after Jason Turner hired a lawyer to pursue his legal share in a sizable family trust, efforts were under way to
destroy Cynthia Turner. Considering that Jeffrey Yarnall (see our
Sept. 3 issue) later went to extremes
to entrap Cynthia Turner with various cheating schemes also at NYNY Casino, Yarnall’s campaign
seems merely a continuation of the
same “destroy Cynthia” theme.
Ryzner found nothing in 2003
because there was nothing to find.
Yarnall failed to entrap C. Turner
in 2004 and 2005 because she
wouldn’t lower herself to Yarnall’s
base standards. Someone was
spending money to make these efforts happen. It must have taken
considerably more money to buy a
scheme to make false arrests of Jason Turner and Cynthia Turner in
2005, and carry that scheme out.
Dirty deeds were done by agents of
the Nevada Gaming Control Board
(NGCB) and “employees” of New
York-New York Casino. It took participation of not less than ten people
to arrest Jason and Cynthia with ridiculously contrived “evidence” in
2005. It may be that dirty deeds
come very cheap, if not for free, by
NGCB agents, but coordinated
schemes take money.
If appearances prove to be true

to fact, it took perhaps as much as a
house near the Aliante Casino and
Hotel to buy a former coroner investigator, John L. Stallings, in
2005. A mere sixteen days after Jason Turner’s murder, and a criminally misleading report on the circumstances of his death by
Stallings, the same man was deeded
a house in the Aliante community
by P N II, Inc., a “Pulte Nevada”
company. A Pulte Mortgage lien has
been recorded. What’s interesting
about this transaction is that Pulte
and Del Webb are often partners in
building communities such as that
surrounding the Aliante Casino and
Hotel. Ryzner worked at Aliante.
Morris Shenker helped Del Webb
get started in the construction business, and Morris Shenker had an
intriguing pattern of arranging to
earn, in perpetuity, ten percent
(10%) of businesses that he helped
to initiate or fund. It can be surmised from this that M. Shenker
would normally have arranged for
10 percent of Del Webb profits to
go to his estate, whether those earnings were paid to his name or to his
wife’s estate. M. Shenker declared
bankruptcy in 1984 after a multimillion dollar judgment against him
and partners in several businesses.
By that time, assets had been transferred to the estate of L. K. Shenker,
his wife. Ten years later that bankruptcy was still in probate, although
Lillian Shenker had stipulated in
her will that her “Trust A” continue
to provide for Morris Shenker “ ...in
order that he may maintain himself
in his proper and accustomed station in life...” Trustees of Lillian’s
estate were to draw from “Trust A”
to provide for Morris’s needs. Every person involved had confidence
that there would be enough profits
earned by Trust A for that to carry
on, then split into “Trust B” and
“Trust C” for the Shenker Siblings.
So it becomes amazingly coincidental that Ryzner and Stallings are
connected in Aliante, developed by
a partner of the Morris Shenker
spawn, Del Webb Construction,
profits of which have likely been
feeding, at some point in time, the
estate of Morris and Lillian
Shenker, and that all of the above
are wrapped around the death of
Jason R. Turner.
Thomas A. Nagy is the author of
Cannabis Consumer Handbook
available at Amazon.com, and the
blog
ReGeneration
at
blogspot.com. Email direct at:
thomas.a.nagy717@gmail.com.

September 17-23, 2014 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / Page 15

EarthTalk is written and edited by Roddy Scheer and Doug Moss
and is a registered trademark of E - The Environmental Magazine (www.emagazine.com). Send questions to:
earthtalk@emagazine.com. Subscribe: www.emagazine.com/
subscribe; Free Trial Issue: www.emagazine.com/trial.
Dear EarthTalk: How is it that
migrating birds are being negatively affected by oil extraction in
Canada’s Boreal forest? — Jennifer Chase, Fort Lauderdale, FL
Each year tens of million of migratory birds “overwinter” in the
Canadian Boreal forest, a vast tract
of mostly uninhabited coniferous
woodlands and wetlands stretching
from Newfoundland to the Yukon.
The area makes up some 60 percent
of Canada’s total land mass, and
serves as the winter home for more
than half of America’s avian population. But environmentalists are
worried about the impact of increasing “tar sands” oil development
there and the impact it might have
on wildlife populations continentwide.
Tar sands are a mixture of sand,
clay, water and a dense and viscous
tar-like form of petroleum called
bitumen. The bitumen is extracted
from the tar sands mixture and
eventually refined into transportation fuel like gasoline. The extraction process is especially “carbonintensive” and generates some of
the dirtiest fuel around, but its abundance makes it affordable as long
as industry keeps turning up new
sources.
A recently released report by the
National Wildlife Federation
(NWF) and the Natural Resources
Council of Maine (NRCM) concluded that almost half of the 292
different migratory bird species that
overwinter in Canada’s Boreal forest—as many as 75 million birds—
are threatened by future tar sands
development. Further, they say, bird
losses in the hundreds of thousands
have already taken place as a result

of overzealous and under-regulated
oil development there to date.
“The direct and indirect impacts
to birds from tar sands development
are immense,” states the report.
“Waterfowl and shorebirds land in
tailings ponds that they mistake for
natural water bodies and become
oiled with waste bitumen and toxic
elements.” The result can be birds
drowning, dying from hypothermia
or otherwise suffering from the ingestion of toxins. “Toxins from the
tailings ponds and other pollutants
from tar sands operations leak millions of gallons of toxic liquid waste
into wetlands and forests each day,
further contaminating habitat,” the
groups add.
Tar sands development also contributes disproportionately to climate change. U.S. State Department analysis shows that tar sands
oil is 20 percent more carbon pollution intensive than conventional
oil on a “well-to-wheel” basis. The
effects of global warming on
Canada’s Boreal forest are likely to
include shifting food supplies, increasing numbers of damaging
wildfires in forests, more droughts
in wetlands and potentially dramatic changes in vegetation and the
relationships between predators and
prey.
Environmentalists would like to
see U.S. lawmakers deny permits
for the transport of Canadian Boreal tar sands oil—most of which
is extracted in land-locked regions
— through the U.S. in hopes of
making future tar sands projects
there too expensive to be worthwhile.
“Saying no to tar sands is a critical pillar in an effective strategy to

Most of us assume that all we need do to prevent sunburns and skin cancer from exposure to the sun is to
slather on sunscreen. But consumers should be careful about which sunscreens they trust for themselves
and, even more important, for their kids.
protect wildlife from carbon pollution,” says NWF. Furthermore,
given Americans’ growing desire to
get away from costly and polluting
foreign oil, it makes sense to pass
on adding dirty tar sands oil to the
mix. But it remains to be seen if the
Obama administration will allow
construction of the controversial
Keystone XL pipeline to transport
the oil from Canada through the
U.S. The welfare of millions of
birds — and, indeed, our energy
future — is at stake.
*****
Dear EarthTalk: I imagine
you’ve been down this road before,
but what’s hot in the green-friendly
sunscreen department nowadays?
— Elaine Mayer, Ocean City, MD
Most of us assume that all we
need do to prevent sunburns and
skin cancer from exposure to the
sun is to slather on any of the widely
available sunscreens on the market
today. But the non-profit Environmental Working Group (EWG)
points out that this may not be the
case, and that consumers should be
careful about which sunscreens
they trust for themselves and, even
more important, for their kids.
According to EWG, some researchers have detected an increased risk of melanoma skin cancer among sunscreen users. “No
one knows the cause, but scientists
speculate that sunscreen users stay
out in the sun longer and absorb
more radiation overall,” reports
EWG. Scientists also suspect, says
EWG, that free radicals, which get
released as sunscreen chemicals
break down in sunlight, may be

The federal government’s push to increase production of corn-derived ethanol as a gasoline additive since
2007 has actually expanded our national carbon footprint and contributed to a range of other problems.

lasvegasprintingcenter@gmail.com

playing a role.
Most sunscreens screen out
some of the ultraviolet B (UVB)
rays from the sun that lead to visible sun burns, but many do not protect against the potentially more
damaging ultraviolet A (UVA) rays
that penetrate deeper into the skin
and may facilitate the development
of skin cancer later on, regardless
of how high a Sunburn Protection
Factor (SPF) the sunscreen may
have. Also, EWG warns that many
common sunscreen ingredients
generate free radicals that can damage the body’s DNA and skin cells,
accelerating skin aging and potentially causing skin cancer in the process.
But just because some sunscreens can’t be trusted and overexposure to the sun is unhealthy
doesn’t mean staying indoors all the
time is a viable solution. Getting
some sun is good for you, as the
body converts it to Vitamin D, an
essential nutrient that facilitates
good health and prevents a wide
range of diseases.
So what’s a sun lover to do? The
International Agency for Research
on Cancer (IARC) recommends
wearing protective clothing, seeking shade, and timing outdoor play
to avoid peak sun. IARC adds that
sunscreen still has a place in our
lives to augment these other sun
exposure minimization tactics.
But which sunscreens do live up
to EWG’s stringent standards? The
major choice is between chemical
sunscreens that break down quickly,
penetrate deep into the skin and
may disrupt the body’s hormone
system, and mineral varieties that
can contain potentially irritating

and damaging nano-scale particles.
According to EWG, mineral
sunscreens are the better choice, as
they protect against both UVB and
UVA rays, remain effective longer
and don’t contain as many dangerous substances. Some leading mineral-based options come from Alba
Botanica, Beyond Coastal, ECO
Logical Skin Care, Karen’s Botanicals, Kiss My Face, Poofy Organics and Solar Sense, among others.
For those who don’t like mineral
based sunscreens, which can be
chalky and leave a white film until
washed off, EWG recommends
sunscreens with avobenzone (three
percent for the best UVA protection)
and without the notorious hormone
disrupter oxybenzone. Some leading non-mineral choices are available from manufacturers including
Bull Frog, Ocean Potion, Sunbow
and Vichy.
*****

ENTERTAINMENT
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Exclusive Interview

“Jarrett & Raja Are Different!”
Master Illusionist and Concert Piano Genius
By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by America’s Got Talent
and The Slammer Television
Program, London
How does Jarrett combine his
illusions with Raja’s music? This is
an odd combination for an act. As
Raja says, “We are two strange
guys. I am a classically trained pianist, not a magician. This is something totally original.” America’s
Got Talent Jarrett and Raja are different from any of the other magic
acts. It looks like a contest as each
vies for the audience’s attention.
Raja explains, “All I really, really want to do is play the piano but
he will not let me finish. Something
always happens to prevent it.”
Jarrett feels, “It is all about the
magic, that’s the number one thing
in my mind and for Raja, it is all
about the music.”
The act is fun you don’t expect
comedy and a concert piano with
illusions. “One of the acts featured
an open see-through box allowing
the audience to watch each sword
as they entered the box around the
magician’s assistant. Usually no
one can see inside.
Jarrett commented, “We strive to
do magic out-of-the-box bringing
things to the stage you haven’t seen
before.” Now celebrating their 10th
anniversary, the duo reminisced
about how fate brought them together.
When Jarrett was preparing to
appear at the Friar’s Club he found
there was only a piano but the sound
system didn’t work. Jarrett asked
Raja to join his act for the evening.
It was an odd request because Raja
usually worked with singers, violinists, cellists but not a magician!
Raja gave it a try and thought
music could go with Jarrett’s magic
and it was good. They were surprised, the audience loved them.
Jarrett and Raja looked at each other
and said, “Maybe we should do a
few more of these shows.”
Jarrett trained with Harry
Blackstone, Jr., one of America’s

famous illusionists, and was privileged to learn the ins and outs of
magic from him.
Later he was associated with
Charles Reynolds, the man who developed magic for escape artist/ illusionist Doug Henning as well as
other celebrities and Broadway
shows.
With this unique background,
Jarrett was inspired to move up and
develop his craft. Jarrett and Raja’s
World Tour brought them to China,
Scotland, England, Singapore,
Hungary and many other stops
around the world. J&R starred in
“Elements,” the first American
musical production commissioned
and launched in China.
They were invited to Budapest,
Hungary to consult on a major feature film. The Master Magician and
Piano Genius appeared at the Paris
Resort, Ballys Resort and other Las
Vegas locations. The duo let their
imaginations develop shticks which
are totally different. Visit
www.jarrettandraja.com.
Award
winning
Sandy
Zimmerman has been involved in
producing television programs, TV
commercials, and travel specials
for 28 years. Sandy is a syndicated
show and dining reviewer, travel
writer, professional photographer
and talk show host of the Las Vegas Today Show and Discover the
Ultimate Vacation travel specials.
For information or questions about
Sandy’s columns, contact Sandy
Zimmerman at P. O. Box #750211,
Las Vegas, NV. 89136. SUGGESTIONS: Do you have a favorite comedian, singer, production show,
magician, group, or entertainer appearing in Las Vegas? Just let us
know about your favorite and you
may win free show tickets or other
prizes. Send the name of your favorite, reasons for your choice,
name, e-mail address, and telephone number to: P. O. Box
#750211, Las Vegas, NV. 89136.
For information or any questions,
please call Sandy Zimmerman at
(702) 731-6491.
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Anthony Rais had the F.I.O.R.E. on a string
By the Las Vegas Tribune Roving Reporter
Photos by Dave “Bananas” Williams
and Lorraine Thompson
Internationally acclaimed marionettist Anthony Rais,
recipient of the 2013 EXCELLENCE IN ENTERTAINMENT — “Puppeteer of the year,” inducted into “The Fans’
Hall of Fame,” has performed in many Las Vegas Strip
Hotels throughout the years and recently performed at the
Smith Center, was the guest artist at the September luncheon at the NON CLUB CLUB F.I.O.R.E., and literally
had the audience enwrapped in a string — or a bunch of
strings.
The usually large number of participants at the monthly
luncheon event was thoroughly entertained by his presentation and command of the art. The puppets, Malachi,
Tontolino and — direct from the Russian Bolshoi Ballet
— Birdina Clouckana, all crafted by Rais himself, came
alive on stage.
A dedicated professional, Anthony Rais, as always,
proved to be a master of his craft. There were also other
fine performers present who got in the spirit of the moment and made the event even more exciting. Among them
were Tempest Storm, Dick Contino, Scott Record, Artie
Schroeck, Linda November, Bill Acosta, Craig Canter,
Felix Silla, Don Hill, Robert Allen, Peter Anthony, Allen
Tramont, Vern Azzaro, Nelson Sardelli and Denise Rose,
a terrific entertainer who sang a couple of songs that would
have made Judy Garland proud. Emmy Award-winner Gary
Anderson and the Malcontents provided the musical backing.
Right after the program, Linda November, representing all present, surprised Nelson Sardelli with a birthday
cake, and led the group in the “mandatory” Happy Birthday song. Many members of the F.I.O.R.E. had nice things
to say about Sardelli, the creator of the non-club club, who
was obviously taken aback. His birthday is not until the
20th.
The October meeting will be a real off-the-wall happening. On Sunday, October 12th, Columbus Day, they
will hold their Halloween Party Italian Style. It will be an
evening event, doors will open at 5:00 p.m. The event
should validate the organization’s name: Fun Italians Organizing Ridiculous Events. When asked why they are

After his performance, master puppeteer Anthony Rais
shows close ups of his techniques. Very intricate and
fascinating work.

celebrating Halloween so early, Sardelli replied, “We wanted
to beat the rush.”
Learn all about this group by going to

Puppet Tontolino is capable of blowing a balloon.
www.nonclubclubfiore.com and be sure to go to their
“about us” page. RSVP is a must to any of their events.
Their contact e-mail is Nonclubclubfiore@aol.com.

Angelo Cassaro, president of the Italian American Club,
“baked” the surprise cake.

Linda November, representing all the F.I.O.R.E.
members, surprised Nelson Sardelli, who will turn 80 on
September 20th, with some antics and led the mandatory
“Happy Birthday To You” song.

A new
president of
the
organization
(everyone is
a president),
entertainer
Craig
Canter,
joins the
fun.

Head waiter Greg Golonka , an integral part of all
FIORE’s events, helps Sardelli to cut the cake.

Allen Tramont serenades while Nelson Sardelli and
Lorraine Thompson dance. Where in Las Vegas can you
dance at lunch time in the middle of the week? At the
F.I.O.R.E.

Anthony Rais makes the
puppets come to life.
Tontolino waves at the
crowd... and the crowd
waives back... hmmmmm.

Anthony Rais had the crowd
on a string.

The usual and not so usual suspects, Linda November,
Nelson Sardelli, Bill Acosta, Scott Record, Dick Contino
standing and Artie Schroeck sitting.

The finesse, the classic moves... the artistry of Birdina
Clouckana. The Russians will miss her, and that... is no
Bolshoi!

The Magic and illusion hidden by the blackout, is revealed
by the camera’s flash.

Judy Garland would have applauded singer/
impressionist Denise Rose for her rendition of
“Somewhere over the Rainbow.”
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Brooklyn Bowl Las Vegas and CBS Radio X107.5 presents
the Footbowl Monday Night Party with radio personality DK

This Week
in Las Vegas
By Mike Kermani

By Mike Kermani
Las Vegas Tribune
No pigskin will be left un-tossed
this season, as football fans can now
catch NFL games every Monday
evening at Brooklyn Bowl Las Vegas, hosted by radio personality DK
and presented by CBS Radio X
107.5.
Brooklyn Bowl Las Vegas is
rolling out unique bowling, food
and drink specials during football
season, including NFL games on
Sunday, Monday, and Thursday and
NCAA games on Saturday. Guests
looking to hit the lanes can take
advantage of a deal that is a perfect
strike with the Footbowl Package.
For $75 per person, groups with
a minimum of four people can
bundle two lanes, as well as eat allyou-can-eat Blue Ribbon fried
wings, pulled pork sandwiches,
hummus and all-you-can-drink
Coors Light Draft.
If a lane isn’t up your alley,
Brooklyn Bowl is also offering $25
all-you-can-drink Coors Light
Draft, $5 shots of Fireball, $2 sliders and $1 Blue Ribbon fried wings.
Finally, fans of Brooklyn Bowl Las
Vegas’ world-renowned Weekend
Brunch by Blue Ribbon can now get
their fix even earlier, as Brooklyn
Bowl Las Vegas will open at 9 a.m.
on Sundays.
Brooklyn Bowl Las Vegas guests
are able to enjoy every NFL Red
Zone and DirecTV professional and
college game from any one of the
88 hi-definition screens throughout
the venue, including all 32 lanes, all
with split game viewing capabilities.
For additional information on
Brooklyn Bowl Las Vegas, visit
www.brooklynbowl.com.
*****
ELIXIR’S FIRST
ANNIVERSARY PARTY
Celebrate the first anniversary of
Elixir, Green Valley’s hottest hangout, with a ’50s themed “Blast from
the Past” Party.
Be there or be square! Elixir —
a Local Lounge, Green Valley’s hottest place to ‘Relax, Dine and Play,’
invites guests to break out their
bobby socks, put on their poodle
skirts, shine their saddle shoes and
travel back to the ’50s to celebrate
their first anniversary. Elixir guests
can transport to a time when greasers ruled and hula hoops and hot
rods were too cool for school on
Saturday, Sept. 27 at 7 p.m. There
is no cover for the party. Elixir is a
21 or older establishment with valid
ID.
Special guest artists will be playing the decade’s biggest hits live for
the crowd, while guests sip on martinis, Singapore Slings and other
’50s classic cocktails and enjoy a
variety of ’50s style diner food including mini sliders, onion rings, a
loaded French fry bar and mini
milkshake shots. Elixir will also
host a costume contest with fun
prizes and drawings throughout the
evening.
Along with unique and fun
themed parties throughout the year,
Elixir boasts a wide selection of

house-made cocktails and
handcrafted food. Elixir also offers
VIP Gaming Club, 24 hour service
from their friendly staff, a variety
of nightly promotions and events
such as live music and midnight
movies, tasty dinner specials seven
days a week and much more.
*****

Crowd and Fireworks, along with
rotating openers Candy Hearts, Red
City Radio, and Better Off.
Fans can purchase Resurrection
pre-order bundles, which include
items such as the CD, vinyl, poster,
t-shirt, and pre-sale GA ticket and
VIP sound check for the Glamour

NEW FOUND GLORY AT
HARD ROCK LIVE
New Found Glory appears on
Oct 31, at the Hard Rock Live Las
Vegas.
Pop-punk icons New Found
Glory have released “Ready and
Willing,” the second single off their
upcoming album Resurrection, today. Fans can download “Ready and
Willing” now on iTunes here: http:/
/bit.ly/NFGres_iTunes, and watch
the official music video via Hopeless Records’ YouTube page here:
http://bit.ly/readyandwillingvideo.
In support of Resurrection, New
Found Glory will hold in-store
acoustic performances and album
signings on select dates during their
upcoming fall tour. Pre-Order Resurrection from the store for guaranteed entry and receive a poster and
wristband for the event — limited
quantity available. For more information, visit www.facebook.com/
newfoundglory.
About the band’s second single
“Ready and Willing, Chad (lead
guitarist) said,”The song is one of
the most meaningful songs we’ve
written as a band. It starts with having a dream and the chances of success being really slim but you’re
willing to risk it all to do it. Then
further down the line feeling uninspired and questioning everything
you’ve given up and was it all worth
it.”
He continued, “then you go back
and listen to old records and rediscover why you did it in the first
place. And in the end challenging
people to inspire others to not be
afraid to risk it all to do what you
love.”
Chad spoke about the idea behind the “Ready and Willing” music video. “The video is really about
making fun of us. The guys are better looking and younger. It’s just a
fun take if New Found Glory was a
young pop band in a parallel universe! We also wanted to try and
trick some people into thinking that
was us.”
Resurrection is set to release on
October 7th via Hopeless Records,
just after the band hits the road for
the 5th Annual Glamour Kills tour
with support from We Are The In

Kills tour, here: http://
hopelessrecords.com/resurrection.
General tickets for this tour can be
purchased
at
http://
theglamourkillstour.com.
New Found Glory is Jordan
Pundik (lead vocals), Chad Gilbert
(lead guitar), Ian Grushka (bass
guitar) and Cyrus Bolooki (drums).
*****
GILLEY’S OCTOBER
ENTERTAINMENT
The upcoming Live Entertainment at Gilley’s Saloon, Dance Hall
& Bar-BBQ at Treasure Island is
listed below.
Gilley’s exciting entertainment
schedule continues through the fall,
featuring live country music each

weekend with a cover charge ranging from $10 to $20 on Fridays and
Saturdays after 10 p.m.
For further details, please visit
www.treasureisland.com.
October:
2 at 9:00 p.m.
Stephanie Eason Band
3 at 10:00 p.m.
Stephanie Eason Band
4 at 10:00 p.m.
Stephanie Eason Band
10 at 10:00 p.m.
Nathan Dean Band
11 at 10:00 p.m.
Nathan Dean Band
17 at 10:00 p.m.
Brodie Stewart Band
18 at 10:00 p.m.
Brodie Stewart Band
23 at 9:00 p.m. Austin Law
24 at 10:00 p.m. Austin Law
25 at 10:00 p.m. Austin Law
31 at 10:00 p.m. Brian Lynn Jones
*****
RAY ROMANO &
KEVIN JAMES RETURN
TO THE MIRAGE
The Mirage welcomes back comedians Ray Romano of “Everybody Loves Raymond” and “Hitch”
star Kevin James November 14-15
when they perform together at the
Terry Fator Theatre. Romano will
charm the audience with his smooth

Kevin James & Ray Romano
comedic style while James will entertain audience members with his
quick wit.
—Friday, Nov. 14 at 10 p.m.
—Saturday, Nov. 15 at 10 p.m.
Tickets priced at $99.99,
$110.99 and $120.99, plus tax and
service fees, are now on sale. Visit
mirage.com to purchase tickets or
for more information.
The Aces of Comedy series at
The Mirage Hotel & Casino features one of the most comprehensive and diverse comedic line-ups
nationwide. The 1,265-seat Terry
Fator Theatre at The Mirage hosts
more than 100 annual performances. The Aces of Comedy series, launched in 2010, has featured
some of the most popular comedians worldwide including Daniel
Tosh, Jay Leno, Ron White, Ray
Romano, Kevin James, Gabriel
Iglesias, Kathy Griffin and Seth
Meyers, among others.
*****
NOW PLAYING:
FRESH PRODUCE
Sam’s Town Live!, located inside Sam’s Town Hotel and Gambling Hall, is home to a new, indoor
weekly farmers’ market — every
Thursday from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m.
Several farmers and vendors will
offer a variety of products, including seasonal fruits and vegetables,
herbs, breads and other items. Market attendees can anticipate something different every week, as farmers’ selections vary seasonally.
Though likely to rotate weekly,
vendors include: Pahrump Honey
Company (honey products includ-

ing flavored honey sticks and honey
combs); Vegas Valley Organics (offering a CSA program — community supported agriculture — and
fresh fruit and vegetables, nuts and
olive oil); Two Lazy Sisters (from
Overton, Nev. — fresh vegetables,
jams and bread); Crossfire Ranch
(from Sandy Valley, Nev. — fresh
herbs and vegetables); and Mrs. H.
Produce (from the Fresno, Calif.
area — seasonal fruits, vegetables,
herbs and raisins).
Two additional Las Vegas-based
merchants include Sassy Salsas
(fresh salsa made with farmers’
market produce) and Crave Balance
Bars (raw, vegan, gluten-free snack
bars). A bread baker (corn, zucchini,
lemon, short and walnut breads), a
fresh lemonade stand, a clean air
product maker and the well-known
home delivery service, Winder
Farms, are among the vendors regularly expected at the Market.
In addition to being open to the
public, area restaurants may also
place orders in advance with individual vendors for pick up on the
day of the Market.
Admission is free. All vendors
will accept cash and some may accept credit cards. For further information, visit Sam’s Town Hotel &
Gambling Hall, Las Vegas.
Mike Kermani is an entertainment writer for the Las Vegas Tribune newspaper. He writes a weekly
column in this newspaper. To contact Mike Kermani, email
mkermani@ lasvegas tribune.com
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Neil Diamond tribute artist Rob Garrett at Westgate
By Jerry Fink
Las Vegas Tribune
Neil Diamond is one of
America’s most successful, beloved, singer/songwriters of all
time. Beginning on September 24,
those who cannot wait for Neil to
officially release his latest tour
dates can now catch his No.1 emulator on a weekly basis in the Entertainment Capital of the World.
Rob Garrett, aka the “King of
Diamonds”, and his band, begin a
residency in the Shimmer Cabaret
at the newly managed Westgate
Resort & Casino — formerly
known as the Las Vegas Hilton.This
marks the first ever casino residency for Garrett, who, in his 35year career as a Vegas resident/entertainer, has accumulated quite a
large, loyal, following.
Members of Garrett’s K.O.D.
Band will include Keith Neal (guitar/vocals), Steve Gerard (keys),
Jeff Borree (drums), and Rosanna
Telford (vocals).
Show times are from 8:30 to
9:40 p.m., Wednesdays through
Sundays (dark Mondays and Tuesdays), in the Shimmer Cabaret
room at Westgate Las Vegas.
Cost: Payment required - $45,
$55 (preferred seating), $65 (“Diamond Deluxe”). Locals 2 for 1 tickets. Military (with I.D.) $20.00
Cost: Payment required - $45,
$55 (preferred seating), $65 (“Diamond Deluxe”). Locals 2 for 1 tickets. Military (with I.D.) $20.00
This event repeats weekly
Wednesday through Sunday for 14
times: Sept. 24, Sept. 25 and Sept.
26.
*****
PIANIST PHILIP
FORTENBERRY RETURNS
TO THE SMITH CENTER
OCTOBER 5
Virtuoso pianist Philip
Fortenberry will perform “The Man
at the Piano” concert at The Smith
Center’s 250-seat Cabaret Jazz
showroom on Sunday afternoon,
Oct. 5, at 2:30 p.m.
This performance will highlight
Fortenberry’s latest career adventure in New York as Associate Conductor for the Broadway musical,
“Rocky,” produced by Sylvester
Stallone where he received the inaugural “Ghostlight Award” as Best
Musician on Broadway, as well as
his role as the hand and body double
for Emmy and Golden Globe Winner Michael Douglas’ portrayal of
Liberace in the HBO Films biopic,
“Behind The Candelabra.”
Fortenberry is currently the Associate Conductor of “Jersey Boys”
at Paris Las Vegas. In 2009, his oneman show as an artist in residence
at the famed Liberace Museum with
more than 300 performances of
“Liberace and Me” brought him
more critical acclaim, along with
eight solo CD releases and ongoing performances concerts around
the U.S.
Tickets are now on sale for the
concert and priced at $36 and $26
at The Smith Center Box Office, by
phone 702-749-2000, or online
atwww.thesmithcenter.com.
For more information about
Fortenberry’s prestigious career or
to purchase his solo CDs, visit
www.philipfortenberry.com
*****
JENNY McCARTHY’S
“DIRTY SEXY FUNNY”
COMING TO LAS VEGAS
SEPTEMBER 26
Jenny McCarthy is bringing her
“Dirty Sexy Funny” comedy show
to Las Vegas for one night only on
Friday, Sept. 26 in the Q Theater at
The Quad Resort & Casino, right
on the heels of its transformation
into The LINQ Hotel & Casino on
Thursday, Oct. 30.
Tickets go on sale to the public
Wednesday, Sept. 3 at 10 a.m., with
a pre-sale for Total Rewards members (the loyalty program of
Caesars Entertainment) starting
Tuesday, Sept. 2 at 10 a.m.
With the help of a hilarious, allfemale slate of stand-up comedians,
McCarthy takes an outrageous look
at life as a contemporary woman:
from single motherhood to casual
sex. The show will feature Tammy
Pescatelli, Lynne Koplitz, Paula Bel
and April Macie, as well as a series
of sketch vignettes from McCarthy
herself.
Showtime is 9 p.m. Tickets
range in price from $49 to $89 (not
including taxes and fees).
Tickets are available at any Las
Vegas Caesars Entertainment Box
Office, by phone at (702) 777-2782
and (855) 234-7469 or by visiting
ticketmaster.com.

For groups of 10 or more call 1866-574-3851 or email Entertainment GroupSales@Caesars.com.
*****
OPPORTUNITY VILLAGE
TRANSFORMS THE
MAGICAL FOREST INTO
“HALLOVEEN”
Opportunity Village, Las Vegas’
favorite charity, introduces,
“HallOVeen” at the Magical Forest,
weekends in October and on Halloween Eve as well as Halloween
from 5-9 p.m. This family friendly
event will feature fun games, events
and entertainment for all ages. For
the second year in a row, the Magical Forest will be shrouded in Halloween finery, beckoning ghouls
and goblins with rides and attractions including The Haunted Adventure by Santino and Rocco
Panaro, a spooktacular Forest Express Passenger Train, Cheyenne’s
Enchanted Carousel and Boris the
Elf’s 3D Experience. Enjoy nightly
parades, crafts, spooky movies,
storytelling, “Scary-oke”, the
Candy Cabin, and the Haunted
Castle Courtyard that will feature
nightly entertainers.
WHEN: October 3-5; 10-12; 1719; 24-26 (Friday through Sunday);
30 and 31 (Thursday and Friday)
TIME: 5:00-9:00 p.m.
TICKETS: Tickets can be purchased
online
at
OpportunityVillage.org, or in person at the Magical Forest ticket office. Ticket prices include:
$20 adult Passport (includes entry and unlimited rides)
$18 child Passport (includes entry and unlimited rides)
$11 adult General Admission
$9 child General Admission
$12 wristband for unlimited
rides
$3 single ride or attraction ticket
Children 2 and under are free
WHERE: The Magical Forest Opportunity Village Oakey Campus 6300 W. Oakey Blvd.
*****
BOULDER CITY HOSPITAL
FOUNDATION ANNOUNCES
ART IN THE PARK
Connie Burnett-Ferraro has been
named Featured Artist for the Boulder City Hospital Foundation’s
52nd Annual Art in the Park event.
Burnett-Ferraro, who hails from
Boulder City, was introduced to art
at a very early age by her father who
painted every moment of his spare
time. She moved to New York City
right after graduating from high
school and became a Broadway and
TV dancer, and it was at that time
when she began to take drawing and
painting classes at the famous Art
Student’s League on 57th St.
After 32 years living in New
York City, Connie moved to Boulder City and was asked to paint her
first mural which she did and then
continued getting commissions for
murals around town.
You can view Connie’s work in
booth No. 202 at this year’s Art in
the Park event taking place Oct. 45, 2014. Please note: room is still
available for artists to sign up!
Please call for special pricing to
become part of this time-honored
event .
Art in the Park is one of the largest outdoor juried art festivals in the
Southwest. The event features hundreds of original artists in the fine
art, fine/contemporary craft and traditional craft categories. The festival is Boulder City Hospital
Foundation’s signature fundraising
event. Proceeds from the event benefit the Boulder City Hospital.
*****
SMASH MAGAZINE
PRESENTS REEL BIG FISH
ON OCTOBER 3
Smash Magazine presents skapunk band Reel Big Fish with special guests Codename Rocky, The
Maxies and the Troobadours on
Friday, October 3 at the Fremont
Country Club (601 E. Fremont. St.
Las Vegas). Doors open at 7 p.m.
with the show beginning at 8 p.m.
Tickets are $18 in advance, $22 day
of show, for 21+ or $20 in advance,
$24 day of show for under 21.
Ticket prices do not include service
charges. Tickets go on sale at noon
on Friday, July 25 and can be purchased
online
at
www.smashmagazine.com or
www.ticketfly.com. The show is an
18+ event, must be 21+ with valid
ID for bar access.
*****
SMASH MAGAZINE
PRESENTS BROTHER
ALI AT BEAUTY BAR
Smash Magazine presents
Brother Ali with Bambu and DJ

Last Word on Friday, October 3 at
Beauty Bar (517 E. Fremont St. Las
Vegas). Hosted by Mally, the
evening begins at 10 p.m. with
doors at 9 p.m. Tickets are $16 in
advance, $18 day of show, plus any
service charges. Tickets go on sale
Friday, July 25 at noon and can be
purchased
online
at
www.smashmagazine.com or
www.ticketfly.com. The show is
21+ with valid ID.scene. For more
information,
please
visit
www.thebeautybar.com.
*****
¡VIVA SKA VEGAS! TAKES
OVER FREMONT COUNTRY
CLUB ON SEPTEMBER 20
Smash Magazine presents ¡Viva
Ska Vegas! — highlighting some of
the biggest bands in ska during a
night of music. Featuring two stages
and twelve bands, plus food trucks
and a vendor bar for 21+ with valid
ID, ¡Viva Ska Vegas! makes a new
home in Downtown Las Vegas at
the Fremont Country Club (601 E.
Fremont St., Las Vegas) on Saturday, September 20. Doors open at
5 p.m.
¡Viva Ska Vegas! is an 18+ show
and tickets are on sale now. General admission tickets are $25 in
advance or $30 day of show (pending availability). Tickets can be purchased
online
at
www.ticketfly.com. VIP tickets include an event t-shirt, 18x24 poster
and a VIP laminate. VIP tickets are
available for purchase online while
supplies last.
A kick-off party will take place
on Friday, September 19 from 8
p.m.–12 midnight at Downtown
Container Park featuring The
Debonaires, California Celts and
Isolated Victims . After 9 p.m. all
guests must be 21+ with valid ID.
The official after party will take
place immediately following Five
Iron Frenzy at Backstage Bar &
Billiards (601 E. Fremont St. Las
Vegas) with live performances by
Skapeche Mode and DJ Ska Boss.
Admission is free with purchase of
¡Viva Ska Vegas! ticket or $5 admission for public. The after-party
is a 21+ event only.
*****
FREAKLING BROS.
THE TRILOGY OF
TERROR RETURNS
Freakling Bros are proud to announce Trilogy of Terror will return
for its 22nd frightening year in Las
Vegas on Friday, Oct. 3, with a
haunting new location. Featuring
“Circus of Horrors,” “Castle

Vampyre” and the world-famous
“Gates of Hell,” Nevada’s first and
only R-rated attraction, Trilogy of
Terror will now be located at the
Grand Canyon Shopping Center at
4245 S. Grand Canyon Dr., off Flamingo and the 215 Beltway. Dates
of operation will be Oct. 3–5, Oct.
9–12 and Oct. 16–31
Located at the Grand Canyon
Shopping Center at 4245 S. Grand
Canyon Dr. (Flamingo and the 215
Beltway), Freakling Bros. The Trilogy of Terror will operate from 7
p.m. to midnight on Fridays and
Saturdays and from 7 p.m. to 11
p.m. Sunday–Thursday. Tickets are
$12 for “Circus of Horrors” and
“Castle Vampyre” and $15 for
“Gates of Hell.” Line-pass t-shirts
are available for $10 and are valid
all month. Discounts are available
for combining houses and multiple
visits, including the $30 “Freak
Pass” for all three haunts and the
$40 “All You Can Scream” pass. To
enter the “Gates of Hell” you must
be at least 17 years of age or accompanied by an adult, and you
must sign a consent form.
*****
THE IMPROV AT HARRAH’S:
SEPT. 16-SEPT. 21
The world-famous Improv at
Harrah’s Las Vegas is the longestrunning comedy club on the Las
Vegas Strip. The Improv’s ability to
showcase young comedians, as well
as bring in big names, has attributed to its longevity and success.
Each week, The Improv showcases some of the funniest and
freshest faces in comedy, creating
a show that is always unique and
definitely funny. The comedians
who will perform Sept. 16-Sept. 21
are:
Ritch Shydner: Writer Ritch
Shydner is an incredibly funny, observational comedian, who has been
entertaining for over thirty years.
Shydner has written for Jeff
Foxworthy’s Grammy nominated
comedy albums, “Totally Committed,” and “Big Fun.” He has made
guest appearances on many TV

shows, such as “Married with Children,” “Designing Women,”
“Roseanne,” “Late Night with
David Letterman” and “The Tonight Show” with both Johnny
Carson and Jay Leno.
Michael Palascak: Michael
Palascak is a biographical comedian. From momentous life moments like becoming an uncle to
everyday experiences like getting
parking tickets, Michael tells his
comedic stories using sarcasm and
ironic naiveté. His stand-up is clean
and original, yet with a youthful
style. In the last 3 years, Palascak
has been on “The Tonight Show
with Jay Leno,” “The Late Late
Show with Craig Ferguson” and
“The Late Show with David
Letterman.”
Peter Banachowski: Second
City Detroit alum Peter
Banachowski combines his writing
and improv talents to create a cocktail of characters and emotions
launching into well thought-out
rants, voice driven monologues and
personal stories. Banachowski has
appeared on CBS and played in all
the stages in Detroit, Los Angeles,
and NYC. He’s opened for such acts
as Eddie Ifft, Gilbert Gottfried,
Bobby Collins, John Melendez and
brought comics to the stage in the
likes of Dane Cook, Aziz Ansari,
Amy Schumer, Nick Kroll, Todd
Glass and many more.
Shows are at 8:30 p.m. and 10
p.m. Tuesday through Sunday.
Tickets are $29.05 or $44.95 (plus
applicable taxes and fees) for VIP
tickets that include special seating,
an Improv T-shirt and post-show
meet-and-greet with the comics.
Special two-for-one tickets are also
available for locals for the 10 p.m.
show. Tickets are available at
Harrah’s Box Office (702-3695223)
and
online
at
www.harrahslasvegas.com.
*****
Jerry Fink is an entertainment
columnist for the Las Vegas Tribune
newspaper and writes a weekly column. To contact Jerry Fink, email
him at jfink@ lasvegastribune.com.
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Barefoot Winery BBQ Chicken a la Moscato recipe
By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos and art supplied
by the Barefoot Winery
The award winning Barefoot
Winery is excited to introduce their
newest wine Barefoot Refresh, a
light style made with a unique process that enhances the wine’s flavor, lifts the fruit intensity and gives
it a signature FIZZ.
You can tell the difference in the
taste!
I enjoy trying the different wine
blends because the combinations
surprise and Barefoot Winemaker,
Jennifer Wall explained, “This process creates a slightly lighter style
wine delivering an alcohol level of
9 percent, which is lower than the
traditional Chardonnay or Cabernet
Sauvignon. We’re so excited to introduce everyone to this uniquely
refreshing experience!”
Barefoot Refresh has created
three blends: Barefoot Refresh
Crisp White- Riesling blended with
Chenin Blanc; Barefoot Refresh
Sweet Wine- Pinot Grigio bended
with Moscato, and Barefoot Refresh Summer Red- Pinot Noir Rose
blended with Moscato.
The new Barefoot Refresh is
available in Arizona, California,
Nevada, Ohio and Texas.
In 1965 most people were tinkering with cars in their garage.
Davis Bynum was tinkering with
wine. He created Barefoot Bynum
Burgundy in that tiny room. But our
spirited ways really began with our
founders, Michael Houlihan and
Bonnie Harvey.
In 1986, they took a sleepy label and gave it Sole. Both agreed it
was time for a wine that didn’t take
itself too seriously. So, Barefoot
Cellars was created (Bonnie liked

the name because it was easy to pronounce) and initially run out of their
home. Some say the office was so
small you had to go outside to
change your mind. Visit the website
www.barefootwine.com.

Recipe:
BBQ Chicken a la Moscato
Description:
Prep Time: 5 to 15 mins
Cooking Time: 45 to 60 mins
Servings: 6+
An easy BBQ chicken recipe to
prepare at your favorite outdoor
gathering with family and friends
during your Barefoot Summertime!
Ingredients:
8 chicken breasts (or, if preferred, any combo of breasts;
thighs; drumsticks)
1/2 bottle (750 ml) Barefoot
Moscato
1 stick of butter
1 tablespoon paprika

1 tablespoon garlic salt
Directions:
Marinate chicken in 1/2 bottle of
Moscato for 8 hours.
Melt one stick of butter in saucepan and add paprika and garlic salt.
Grill should be hot but on a low
setting. Grill chicken for approximately 20 minutes taking care to
turn it every 5 minutes or so.
Begin basting chicken and and
continue to turn it until sauce is
finishied or for approximately another 20 minutes.
Viola! Serve with your favorite
grilled vegetables and rice and, of
course, the remaining Barefoot
Moscato!

Award-winning
Sandy
Zimmerman is a syndicated columnist featuring Show and Dining reviews, travel, health, spas, luxury
and more. Sandy is talk show host
of the Las Vegas Today Show programs and Discover the Ultimate
Vacation travel specials. If have
questions about any of Sandy’s articles, call (702) 735-5974. SUGGESTIONS: Do you have a favorite restaurant in Las Vegas or
around the world? Please let us
know and you may win free show
tickets or other prizes. Send the
name of the restaurant, the reasons
for your choice and your telephone
number. Information is listed above.
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Alcohol and Your Waistline
By Sidney Wilson
While the saying goes that it’s
always 5 o’clock somewhere, you
may want to rethink that mantra if
you’re watching your weight, trying to lose weight, or notice your
midsection becoming as round as a
keg of beer.
You may be good at monitoring
your calories; even if you don’t
keep a detailed food journal, you
probably have an idea of the calories you’re actually eating. But
what about all those liquid calories?
That’s an area where many of us
often fall short.
Energy drinks, juice, and
smoothies can add extra calories,
but alcohol is often our biggest enemy, going down so smoothly we
may have no idea just how many
extra calories we’re taking in.
If cocktails are a regular part of
your diet and you’re trying to lose
weight, being more aware of what
and how much you drink can make
a difference. While a drink at the
end of the day may often sound
tempting, when you actually look
at the number of calories per drink,
it can be shocking.
Alcohol does not contain fat, but
it does contain 7 calories per gram.
Protein and carbs each have 4 calories per gram.
Check out a list of some of the
most common alcoholic drinks/
cocktails:
—1 can (12 oz) Beer - 135-145
calories
—1 can (12 oz) Light Beer - 101
calories
—1 glass (3.5 oz) Red or White
Wine - 70-75 calories
—1 shot (1.5 oz) Gin, rum,
vodka or whiskey - 97 calories
—1 glass (6 oz) Cosmopolitan 143 calories
—1 glass (4.5 oz) Pina colada 262 calories
—1 glass (2.2 oz) Martini - 135
calories
Just think — a few “cold ones”
(approximately 300 calories!) after
you work out, can undo all of your
hard work. Aside from the obvious
empty calories, alcohol makes it
harder to stick to a healthy diet. It
takes heavy duty willpower to turn
down high calorie foods and drinks,
and that requires energy.
One study has shown that acts
of self-control, like bypassing a
piece of chocolate cake for a carrot
stick, can actually deplete glucose
levels, leaving us vulnerable in situations where we don’t have control
over our choices.
Adding alcohol to the mix drains
that energy even more, leaving you

What
You Need
To Know
By Dr Nina Radcliff

Sleeping No-No’s

Sidney Wilson
less concerned about blowing your and keep you hydrated. That may
diet than satisfying your cravings. help you avoid a hangover the next
After a few drinks, that healthy diet day.
—Know your weak spots: If you
you’ve been following so diligently
suddenly doesn’t seem all that im- know you tend to drink too much
and overeat at parties, prepare yourportant anymore.
self. Eat a healthy meal or snack
What exactly is happening
before you go to ensure you’re not
with alcohol in our bodies?
Alcohol temporarily keeps your drinking on an empty stomach,
which speeds up intoxication.
body from burning fat.
—Think about your goals: TurnThe reason is that your body
can’t store calories from alcohol for ing down that refill may be hard in
later, the way it does with food calo- the moment, but you’ll be glad you
ries. So when you drink, your meta- did when you wake up the next day,
bolic system must stop what it’s refreshed and ready for your workdoing (like, say, burning off calo- out. No drink tastes as good as a
ries from your last meal) to get rid workout feels!
—Avoid high calorie drinks: The
of the booze. So, whatever you reworst offenders include eggnog
cently ate will be stored as FAT.
Research has also shown that (340 calories), Long Island Iced Tea
alcohol especially decreases trying (up to 800 calories), and margaritas
to lose that “spare tire” around your (up to 700 calories). In general,
belly. You never hear anyone say drinks that include mixers like
“Look at the guy’s beer hips,” do sweet and sour mix, juice or club
soda, will have more calories.
you? It’s always a beer BELLY.
5 o’clock will come around each
So, can you still
day, but making better choices,
enjoy a drink?
Like everything else, modera- while continuing to monitor calotion is the key when it comes to en- ries in your daily diet and keeping
joying cocktails while watching up with your workout routine, will
your weight. Treat alcohol the same insure that your midsection is alway you treat other things in your ways ready for the beach — not
diet — as something you can enjoy looking like a beach ball.
Sidney Wilson is a Las Vegasfrom time to time without going
based celebrity fitness trainer and
overboard.
—Be aware of what and how lifestyle coach dedicated to providmuch you’re drinking: Find the ing his clients with the tools needed
calorie content of your favorite to “Get Vicious.” Through rigorous
drinks. That alone may motivate workouts and extensive nutrition
you to find substitutions for higher coaching, Sidney trains clients at
calorie drinks. For example, a shot The Get Vicious Training Center loof coffee liqueur could have up to cated at 5693 South Jones Blvd.
150 calories, while a glass of wine Suite 103, Las Vegas, NV 89118, or
remotely around the world through
has only 70 calories.
—Drink water between drinks: his website www.sidneywilson.com.
Having a full glass of water be- Sidney can be contacted at:
tween alcoholic drinks can both sidneywilsoniv@gmail.com or 646help you avoid drinking too much 226-6359.

SOCIAL SECURITY AWARENESS

Know Your Medicare Rights
By David Sayen
As a person with Medicare, do you have any rights
and protections? You certainly do!
You have rights whether you’re enrolled in Original Medicare — in which you can choose any doctor
or hospital that accepts Medicare — or Medicare Advantage, in which you get care within a network of
health care providers.
Your rights guarantee that you get the health services the law says you can get, protect you against
unethical practices, and ensure the privacy of your
personal and medical information. You have the right
to be treated with dignity and respect at all times, and
to be protected from discrimination.
You also have the right to get information in a way
you understand from Medicare, your health care providers, and, under certain circumstances, Medicare
contractors. This includes information about what
Medicare covers, what it pays, how much you have to
pay, and how to file a complaint or appeal. Moreover,
you’re entitled to learn about your treatment choices
in clear language that you can understand, and to participate in treatment decisions.
One very important right is to get emergency care
when and where you need it — anywhere in the United
States.
If you have Medicare Advantage, your plan materials describe how to get emergency care. You don’t
need permission from your primary-care doctor (the
doctor you see first for health problems) before you
get emergency care. If you’re admitted to the hospital, you, a family member, or your primary-care doctor should contact your plan as soon as possible. If
you get emergency care, you’ll have to pay your regular share of the cost, or copayment. Then your plan
will pay its share.
If your plan doesn’t pay its share, you have the right
to appeal.
In fact, whenever a claim is filed for your care,
you’ll get a notice from Medicare or your Medicare
Advantage plan letting you know what will and won’t
be covered. If you disagree with the decision, you have

the right to appeal.
You don’t need a lawyer to appeal in most cases,
and filing an appeal is free. You won’t be penalized in
any way for challenging a decision by Medicare or your
health or drug plan. And many people who file appeals
wind up with a favorable outcome.
For more information on appeals, you can read our
booklet “Medicare Appeals,” available at
www.medicare.gov/Publications. Or call us, toll free,
at 1-800-MEDICARE.
You can also file a complaint about services you
got from a hospital or other provider. If you’re concerned about the quality of the care you’re getting, call
the Quality Improvement Organization (QIO) in your
state to file a complaint. A QIO is a group of doctors
and other health care experts who check on and improve the care given to people with Medicare.
You can get your QIO’s phone number at
(www.medicare.gov/contacts or by calling 1-800MEDICARE.
Many people with Original Medicare also enroll in
Medicare Part D prescription drug plans. Here, too,
you have certain rights.
For example, if your pharmacist tells you that your
plan won’t cover a drug you think should be covered,
or it will cover the drug at a higher cost than you think
you’re required to pay, you can request a coverage determination. If that decision isn’t in your favor, you
can ask for an exception.
Ask for an exception if you, your doctor, or your
pharmacist believes you need a drug that isn’t on your
drug plan’s list of covered medications, also known as
a formulary.
For more details, read our booklet, “Medicare Rights
and Protections,” at http://www.medicare.gov/Publications/Pubs/pdf/11534.pdf.
*****
David Sayen is Medicare’s regional administrator
for Arizona, California, Hawaii, Nevada, and the Pacific Territories. You can always get answers to your
Medicare questions by calling 1-800-MEDICARE (1800-633-4227).

By Dr. Nina
Sleep is one of the greatest mysteries in life, much like why Miley
Cyrus thought anyone wanted to see her twerk on national television. If
you are like 70 million Americans, you or a loved one may suffer from
some form of insomnia. There are a number of well-known behaviors
that can interfere with our sleep like drinking caffeinated drinks late in
the day or watching television with its bright lights. However, there are
some sleep-wreckers that are less known. Here are some reasons you
may not be getting the type of “ZZZ’s” you want.
Oversleeping on weekends
Saturday and Sunday were meant to catch up on laundry and errands,
but not necessarily sleep. According to experts, getting an extra 2-4 hours
of sleep in the morning can have the same effects as traveling across time
zones. This makes it more difficult for you to go to sleep on time on
Sunday night, making Monday feel like you really are jet lagged.
Napping
Not all napping is bad napping. If you accumulate a “sleep debt,” taking a nap can help you “pay” the body back some of the sleep it needs.
But, before you curl up on the couch, you should know that sleeping for
longer than an hour or after 3 p.m. can interfere with your ability to sleep
soundly that night. And, if you suffer from insomnia, napping during the
day can confuse your internal clock and send your insomnia into a chronic
spiral.
You have cold feet
Putting on a pair of (clean) socks can help improve circulation to your
feet. Those hard working footsies are furthest away from the heart and
have the poorest circulation. As a result they often feel cold even when
the rest of your body is comfortable. Cold extremities can offset your
ability to fall asleep as well as increase the number of times you wake up
at night.
You’re not cool enough
According to studies, a temperature between 60-68 degrees is ideal
for a good night’s rest. Your body has an internal thermostat that drops to
its lowest level 4 hours after you fall asleep; this coincides with rapid eye
movement (REM) sleep. If your room is warmer or cooler than that, your
body may not be able to achieve its set point or that REM sleep.
You’re a snuggle bug
Sharing your bed with a partner (or a pet) may interfere with good
quality sleep. Your sleeping partner may toss and turn, snore, watch television, steal the sheets, or have a different sleep and wake time. For many
of those reasons, the number of American couples who sleep in separate
beds is growing. The National Association of Home Builders says it expects 60 percent of new homes to have dual master bedrooms by 2015.
Although that number is similar to the divorce rate, it does not necessarily mean that your marriage is going to end. Quality sleep is important for
general health, and who doesn’t want a healthy spouse?
It’s not loud enough
Although this sounds counterintuitive, it has been shown that dead
silence can be a problem. Your brain naturally craves for sensory input.
Any sudden noise can activate the brain and wake you up. Having some
sort of “white noise” in the background can help drown out these sudden
noises. If you’re not into listening to the sounds of rainforests or waterfalls, the constant noise provided by a fan may help.
Your digestive system is working overtime
Spicy foods can cause acid reflux. Caffeine can stimulate you. But did
you know that a high-protein meal requires your intestines to work overtime and in overdrive? Protein takes a lot of energy to digest and can raise
your body’s temperature. Consequently, this can hinder your ability to
sleep. Instead of having the whole filet mignon, consider packing away
half and ordering a side of veggies.
You’re too tired
To combat exhaustion and get you through the day, your body relies
on adrenaline and other internal stimulants to keep you going. That’s why
when you finally get into bed, you find yourself too tired to go to sleep.
Experts recommend partaking in a calm and relaxing activity such as
reading, taking a warm bath, praying, or meditation.
In addition to being grouchy, having a headache, and not being able to
concentrate at work, a lack of good sleep is associated with packing on
the pounds, impaired memory, shorter lifespan, hindered creativity, and
increased stress. Addressing these sleep wreckers is a win-win situation.
So, start knocking out these sleep No-No’s, so you can be the skinny,
happy, headache and stress free person you deserve to be!
Dr. Nina Radcliff is dedicated to her profession, her patients and her
community, at large. She is passionate about sharing truths for healthy,
balanced living as well as wise preventive health measures. She completed medical school and residency training at UCLA and has served on
the medical faculty at The University of Pennsylvania. She is a Board
Certified Anesthesiologist and a member of the American Society of Anesthesiologists where she serves on committees for Young Physicians and
Communications. Author of more than 200 textbook chapters, research
articles, medical opinions and reviews; she is often called upon by media
to speak on medical, fitness, nutrition, and healthy lifestyle topics impacting our lives, today.

HELP WANTED
Am a professional in Artwork with busy work
schedules. Am seeking someone to help with my
4-year-old daughter after school and in the evening.
My wife (Victoria Davis) is also currently pregnant,
therefore will anticipate our nanny helping when the
little one comes. We are a Christian household and
we stand by our beliefs in and out of the house. I’m
ready to pay $17 per hour. Please forward resumes
to abigail03zp@gmail.com or call 909-280-5760.
Best Regards, James Davis

PLACES TO GO
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QUICK GETAWAYS

Fun around the Ranch House
By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by Sandy Zimmerman
When the guests arrive at the
Temecula Ranch House B&B, coowners Tanya Giansante or Kristen
Lacombe, take them on a tour of the
property. With just under 5,000
square feet, there are pathways
around the house and many hidden
spots to sit and talk. The large front
porch offers an old-fashioned early
Americana look.
They have gardens, an Olympic
pool and spa in the back. The poolside bar is perfect for meeting the
other guests and for parties. Tanya
and Kristen use their backyard for
weddings and get-togethers for up
to 50 people.
There is a taco bar and grill if
guests want to do-it-themselves instead of going to a restaurant.
Encircled by trees and enclosed
with leaves and branches, the hidden Zen garden provides a private
place for meditation.
After a day of wine tasting, this
beautiful setting seems to call the
guests back to relax and experience
nature. We also arrange massages
at the pool or in your room.
Tina feels, “We are hidden in the
middle of the country, away from
all of the craziness of the city and
in the backyard of the wineries.”
Our guests may wish to ride a
hot air balloon We work with the
company and they land up here near
us on top of the mountain. Especially on Saturdays and Sundays
you can see from 10 to 20 balloons
across the sky.
Most visitors want to take the
wine tasting tours but there is another side of Temecula to experience. You should try some of our
unique restaurants around
Temecula with all styles of cuisine.
La Cocina de Reyes Mexican
Restaurant’s interior looks like a

traditional adobe building.
When you enter the Vail Ranch
Steakhouse, visitors immediately
see the meat in the dry aging room.
The tender cuts are as great as some
of the Las Vegas steakhouses.
Walk around the authentic Old
Town, a traditional western town

The grill and bar are poolside.

that looks like a movie set. Old
Town has restaurants, shops and all
types of businesses.
The Temecula Ranch House
B&B is located in Temecula,
California’s Wine Country. For additional information, call (714) 9133383 or visit the website

www.temecularanchhouse.com
Award
winning
Sandy
Zimmerman is a syndicated columnist featuring Show and Dining reviews, Travel, Health, Spas, Luxury,
Cars and more. Sandy is talk show
host of the Las Vegas Today Show
programs and Discover the Ultimate Vacation travel specials. If you
want to recommend or suggest topics for articles, for information or
to ask any questions about Sandy’s

articles, call (702) 731-6491. SUGGESTIONS: Do you have a favorite production show, singer, comedian, magician, hypnotist, musical
group, mentalist or other entertainer? Las Vegas offers so much
entertainment! Please send the
name of your favorite entertainer,
the reasons for your choice and you
may win free show tickets or other
prizes. P. O. Box #750211, Las Vegas, NV. 89136.

A bench for two or three

