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Metro dynasty may be coming to an end;
Venetian picks Undersheriff over Sheriff
By Alexandria Cohen
Las Vegas Tribune
In this eleventh hour of his dictatorial regime, Sheriff Douglas
Gillespie is spending most of his
time walking the pavement “applying for a new job” somewhere else,
but others call it “soliciting” work,
by calling in favors up and down
the Strip.
However, the Las Vegas Tribune
has learned that at least two of the
properties he called on have turned
him down without any real explanation; and to add more embarrassment to the situation, one of the
properties, The Venetian Hotel-Casino, gave the job to Gillespie’s
underling, Undersheriff Jim Dixon.
Historically every sheriff in
Clark County at the end of his term
secures a cushy job in the gaming
industry as a Corporate VP of Security; Ralph Lamb went to work
for Steve Wynn at the Golden Nugget, John McCarthy landed at the
Imperial Palace, Jerry Keller went
to Wynn of Las Vegas and Bill
Young is at Station Casinos.

Sheriff Doug Gillespie
Others with less important job
titles within Metro, such as Anthony
Lozich, also grab good jobs in casinos such as MGM; and as late as
last month, even Assistant Sheriff
Greg McCurdy went to work at the
SLS–before Gillespie’s term comes
to an end.
Undersheriff Jim Dixon is a 28year veteran of the Las Vegas Met-

ropolitan Police Department
(LVMPD). He has worked in many
facets of policing including Corrections, Patrol, Patrol field training
and SWAT.
As a Sergeant and Team Leader
of the SWAT Team for 15 years, he
led more than 2,500 operations.
After his promotion to Lieutenant in 2005, he created the
department’s Mobile Crime Saturation Teams to reduce violent crimes.
The team made over 7,500 arrests
in the first year.
In 2006, Lieutenant Dixon recruited, developed and trained the
department’s 125-officer Emergency Response Team.
Shortly after, Dixon was promoted to Captain in June of 2007,
when he became the Patrol Bureau
Commander of the Southwest Area
Command (now the Enterprise Area
Command). While assigned to the
Patrol Division, he developed and
implemented several key programs.
Two such programs were LVMPD’s
school violence reduction program
and Broken Arrow, which is the

Undersheriff Jim Dixon
department’s response to terrorist
attacks, later named MACTAC.
Dixon also developed the Patrol
Management Plan used to manage
patrol recourses correctly to fight
crime.
Sheriff Doug Gillespie has been
a member of the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department since
1980. During his tenure as an of-

ficer, he has worked in a variety of
assignments such as Patrol, Field
Training, SWAT, K-9, Special
Events, and the Academy. In January 1998 he was promoted to captain and assigned to the Southeast
Area Command where he served
until January 2000. In January 2000
he was assigned to the Vice Narcotics Bureau. On August 19, 2000,
he was promoted to Commander of
the Central District, which includes
Southeast Area Command, Downtown Area Command, the Traffic
Safety Bureau (Traffic Bureau and
McCarran Airport). He was promoted to Deputy Chief in June 2002
to oversee the operations of the
Detention Services Division, which
includes the Clark County Detention Center. Upon the election of
Sheriff Bill Young in 2004, Doug
Gillespie was selected to serve as
the Undersheriff. Following 27
years of service, he was elected
Sheriff in 2007 and proudly serves
the citizens of Clark County.
Gillespie’s profile is not even
(See Sheriff’s Race, Page 4)

My Point UNLV student body president tells citizen, taxpayer,
of View senate candidate and Tribune contributor, “Shut up”
By Rolando Larraz

When I don’t go to California on
weekends I feel bored. This weekend I was so bored that I kept
changing channels on the TV with
nothing interesting to watch, so I
decided to troll around the Internet
and came across an article written
by someone named Ana Simon. I
don’t know who the woman is but
she published an article called, “The
Cuba that Castro found in 1959.”
This woman, Ms. Simon, has the
audacity to write that the Cuba that
Castro found in 1959, when he
seized power at the head of a populist revolution, was not a Haiti, or
even a Guatemala. Of course not;
the Cuba before Castro was much
better than any other Latin American country.
I will add, not even Dominican
Republic. According to this woman,
Ana Simon, Cuba was the most underdeveloped country in Latin
America before Fidel Castro. She
claims that Cuba ranked third in life
expectancy at birth, fourth in electricity consumption per capita and
fifth in annual income per capita.
Ana Simon also claims shocking inequalities between white Cubans and black and mulatto Cubans.
I was totally shocked by her statistics that before Castro:
—More than 50 percent [of the
people] had no toilets of any kind.
(I wonder where this woman got her
figures or what people she visited
in Cuba because the Cuban people
were the first to even get bidets in
their bathrooms.)
—85 percent had no inside running water. (Excuse me!)
—91 percent had no electricity.
(I wonder if the televisions that
were in Cuba ran on batteries because almost every household had
at least one television set.)
Maybe it was this woman who,
in 1960, asked my mother if Cuba
has electricity or any type of transportation. My mother, who was as
cynical as I am, told the person: “Oh
no, we have no electricity, and we
transported ourselves on donkeys
like you.”
This Simon woman continued,
saying: There was only one doctor
per 2,000 people in rural areas. How
stupid a person can she be? She also
said that only 4 percent of Cuban
peasants ate meat regularly; only 1
percent ate fish, less than 2 percent
eggs, 3 percent bread, 11 percent
(See My Point of View, Page 2)

By Alexandria Cohen
Las Vegas Tribune
After enduring a three-minute
public comment by Ed Uehling
about a draft mandate by the university system administration
(NSHE) regarding medical marijuana possession and use on State
college campuses, UNLV undergraduate student body president,
Elias Benjelloun, told Uehling that
he really had no right to speak to
the Nevada Student Alliance (NSA)
and should take his concerns to the
Board of Regents. The NSA is an
official Nevada State agency consisting of the respective student
body presidents of its colleges and
universities.
After pointing out two violations

of the Nevada State Open Meeting
Law, Mr. Uehling drew unfavorable
contrasts between the apathy of
today’s student representatives and
those of the sixties and between
those who cower in fear of the Federal Government today and those
who courageously battled impossible odds to defeat the equally despotic and invasive government of
Great Britain in order to establish
the United States of America.
“While the student leaders I see
today at this meeting seem incapable of protecting their own legitimate rights, how could they possibly be concerned about human or
civil rights violations of others?”
Mr. Uehling asked. “You apparently
are willing to supinely submit to the

unconstitutional mandates of the
Federal Government and the topdown dictation by the Nevada State
Higher Education (NSHE) administration which is acting in violation of Nevada State Law regarding Medical Marijuana. If you
choose to act as a Quisling enclave
of an overreaching, law-breaking
Federal Government, why don’t
you demand that that government
finance your Institutions — chartered by the State and financed by
the State. Why must the People and
State of Nevada put one penny into
an entity that operates in violation
of its laws — above all, THIS law
which was voted overwhelmingly
TWICE by the People themselves,
after the political elites ignored the

wishes of the public?
“I thought we already had
enough public officials who use
their positions to serve themselves
and those around them, exclusively.
Here we apparently have a generation of so-called ‘leaders’ coming
up, who consider the denial of
medicine to their own constituents
with HIV or PTSD unworthy of one
word of defense or even comment;
who apparently graduated from
CCSD and are, therefore, unaware
of America’s government-of-forand-by-the-People origins; who
dream they have some kingly right
to banish taxpayers from the public institutions they finance; and
who are incapable of transcribing
(See Uehling, Page 6)

70 percent of Americans now view
immigration as threat to way of life

Large majorities of Americans say illegal immigration threatens the American way
of life and places an undue burden on the economy. The data represent a shift from
past polls, raising the possibility that the border crisis has affected attitudes.
By Noelle Swan
Christian Science Monitor
An overwhelming majority of
Americans believe undocumented
immigrants pose a threat to the
American way of life, according to
a new poll.
Some 70 percent of Americans
and 86 percent of Republicans believe that undocumented immigrants threaten traditional U.S. beliefs and customs, according to an
online Reuters/Ipsos poll released
recently. Nearly two-thirds of respondents — 63 percent — said that
undocumented immigrants place
undue burden on the U.S. economy.
Forty-five percent of respondents said that they feel that the
number of immigrants allowed to
legally enter the country should be
(See Immigration, Page 5)

Protesters from both sides of the national immigration debate rally Monday at Bay City Hall, Michigan.

FROM THE DESK OF GORDON MARTINES

Legacy of deception, lies and cover-ups that is our LVMPD
By Gordon Martines
Not withstanding the 2007 murder cover-up of Officer Kevin Scott
Dailey (DOB 6/5/68) by the
LVMPD, Henderson P. D., and the
Clark County Coroner’s Office, the
almost perfect unlawful efforts to
make this egregious incident a nonhappening event have again been

thwarted.
Unnamed sources reveal that the
Justice Department has already
made contact with some of the conspirators and the after-the-fact-witnesses that had knowledge of this
beheading murder of Officer Dailey
on December 5, 2007, and some
have agreed to cooperate with the

Justice Department in this old but
ongoing homicide investigation.
This finally is good news for a
change; the Justice Department has
had this information since August
of 2013, along with three other unsolved murders, and various other
felony crimes. The rumors are that
Dailey may also have been in-

volved in the HOA Scandal, along
with his previous three million dollar medical settlement that was unwisely invested and lost.
Not surprisingly, several midlevel police officers were allegedly
involved in the HOA Scandal; those
alleged to be involved are former
(See From the Desk, Page 4)
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Why Obama’s approval is Bush league
The economy is improving, but President Obama hasn’t seen any correlative tick
upward in his approval ratings yet. A foreign policy shadow could be one reason.
By Mathew Dickinson
Christian Science Monitor
Why are President Obama’s approval ratings so low?
The latest aggregate polling at
Pollster.com shows Obama’s approval rating at only 43 percent
which is pretty much right where it
has been all this year. At
RealClearPolitics, which uses a
slightly different algorithm,
Obama’s approval stands at 41 percent.
This is a puzzle, because as political scientist Seth Masket points
out, the economy is actually im-

proving, albeit not in historically
robust fashion, and presidential
approval ratings usually track eco-

nomic performance. However,
Obama does not seem to be reaping
any reward in his approval ratings

from an improving economy. Instead, his approval ratings appear
stagnant. Why is this the case?

Mr. Masket rejects two frequently cited suspects: “First, let’s
dismiss the simple answers: It’s not
because of racism or polarization.
Obama’s approval ratings have
been very stable for most of his
term, usually hovering within a few
points of 45 percent. But he came
into office with approval ratings
near 70 percent, even though it’s
hard to imagine any of the respondents not knowing his race. And the
country wasn’t really much less
polarized in 2009 than it is today.”
Instead the answer, Masket suggests, is that perceptions regarding
the economy among those polled
have yet to catch up with the reality of sustained growth: “Basically,
because the good news is relatively
new. The American economy is still
emerging from the shadow of the
worst crash since the Great Depression, and the recovery up until very
recently has been rather paltry. Remember, GDP growth in the first
quarter of this year was actually
negative. And even consistently
(See Approval, Page 4)

(Continued from Page 1)
milk; and none ate green vegetables.
I have met “stupid,” but no one
to this degree.
She went on, saying that 45 percent of the rural population was illiterate and 44 percent had never
attended a school.
The people of Cuba who were
illiterate were so because they
chose not to go to school. There
were public schools, even in the
mountains of Sierra Maestra.
How can this woman explain
the numerous medical doctors, attorneys, engineers, architects and
several other professionals that left
Cuba after 1959 to come to the
United States? Where does this
lady believe they went to school?
And she stated that racial discrimination was widespread. The
Cuban people never discriminated
by so-called race; a black Cuban
and a mulatto Cuban were simply
Cuban; we never heard the “n”
word used in that regard.
In Cuba, that kind of discrimination did not exist until January
1959, when this woman Simon’s
idol began to destroy that beautiful island with magnificent architecture and elegant buildings as
beautiful as the ones we saw in Las
Vegas 55 years later.
And this woman, Ana Simon,
concluded her article “What Castro
found in 1959” by saying that police brutality and tortures were
common.
Apparently she has never bothered to investigate the brutality of
police in any other Latin American country, much less the United
States of America, or specifically
the City of Las Vegas, State of
Nevada.
When people don’t know facts,
they should never ever make a fool
of themselves by writing about issues of which they know nothing.
Regardless of what anyone may
say about President Fulgencio

Batista, they have to admit that he
was not a good dictator. First, it is
very important to know that a dictator is the one who takes power for
more than ten years.
Batista is the only person in the
world that has taken the power of
his country two times without spilling one drop of blood. Once in 1944,
when he was in power for four years
until he turned the power over to Dr.
Ramon Grau San Martin; the next
time was on March 10, 1952 when
he walked (yes, walked) through
gate number 6 on the Military Base
of Columbia and the guards at the
gate saluted him and asked, “What
can we do for you, General?”
Dictator? No way! Stupid?
Maybe. Otherwise it is inexplicable
why after Fidel Castro attacked the
Moncada Military Base and he was
sent to prison, he lived there like he
never lived before in his life.
Fidel Castro was always a coward. I remember when Senator
Rolando Mansferrer made him run
for twenty blocks until he (Fidel) hid
inside of the building of the University of Havana because he was afraid
of the Senator.
Why doesn’t this witch, Ana
Simon, who loves Fidel Castro so
much ask him how he lived while in
prison? Did Fidel ever tell anyone
that while in prison under the dictatorship of Fulgencio Batista he had
his own telephone line, a television
set (oh, I forgot... Cuba did not have
electricity before Castro) and his
own library, furnished by the second
in command on Isla de Pino Prison,
Lt. Roger Perez Diaz?
If Cuba did not have electricity
before Castro, the Cuban Power
Company was taking the Cubans for
a ride because the Power Company,
the Telephone Company and many
other utility companies, were making money in Cuba from the Cubans.
Doesn’t this woman, Ana Simon,
know that Cuba was the first country to have television? Doesn’t she
know that the Cuban peso was worth

one penny more than the American
dollar?
Those beautiful buildings that
have been erected on the world famous Las Vegas Strip were normal
in Cuba 55 years ago. In Cuba, there
were almost more cars than people
until 1959, when Castro took over
that beautiful and happy island.
From Packard to Cadillac to
Oldsmobile; from Buick to Pontiac
to Mercury, Nash, Ford and
Chevrolet, they all existed in Cuba
before Castro, and they all drove
around in the dark because Cuba,
according to that woman Ana
Simon, did not have electricity or
street lights. And the Cuban people
could not read road signs anyway,
since they could not read, or write,
because there were no schools–despite the fact that in a short area of
the El Vedado there was the Trelles
School, Edison School and
Academia Military Del Caribe and
the Havana Military Academy and
Baldor School and Colegio de
Belen, where Fidel Castro went to
school — all private educational
centers beside the public schools
and the Instituto del Vedado, among
many other public schools.
My cousin Jorge Quintana was
the president of the Colegio
Nacional de Periodistas (National
School of Jounalists), but yet none
of us knew how to read or write.
I am not speaking through my
opinionated mouth; here in Las Vegas there are a few people that can

tell if I am lying with this report or
not; one of them could be Attorney
Waldo De Castroverde, a distinguished member of our community,
and a brave member of the Brigade
2506 of the well known Bay of Pigs
incident.
I am not bringing all this up because I was a fan of President
Batista; in fact, I was friends with
lots of the members of the Federation of Universe Students, like its
president Jose Antonio Echevarria,
Vice
President
Fructuoso
Rodriguez, Joe Woodbrook and
many other university leaders that
were not with Castro.
Before anyone talks about the
political views and life of any country, they should learn the truth about
that country.
God Bless the United States of
America where everyone is free to
speak whatever they want, truth or
not, but the fact is that Cuba was a
very beautiful country that Cubans–
and everyone else–were able to enjoy with its wonderful weather,
music, women and the best reviews
and shows as have ever been seen,
even in this nation.
My name is Rolando Larraz, and
as always, I approved this column.
Rolando Larraz is Editor in
Chief of the Las Vegas Tribune. His
column appears weekly in this
newspaper. To contact Rolando
Larraz,
email
him
at:
Rlarraz@lasvegastribune.com or
at (702) 699-8111.
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Quote of the Week:

“Research is what I’m
doing when I don’t know
what I’m doing.”
—Wernher Von Braun

Please Note:

Although the Las Vegas Tribune
is open to all and sundry opinions about what we publish, we
wish to inform all those who
choose to submit their opinions
in writing to refrain from threatening anyone about whom an article is written or the writer of
the article. In other words, any
opinions containing threats will
not be published. We thank you
for adhering to this policy.

This chart by Tina Berger and Day Robins shows that President Obama and former
President George Bush had similar approval ratings about 2,000 days into their presidencies.

My Point of View

MISSION
STATEMENT

We search for the truth, embrace the truth, and print the truth.
If we inadvertently print something that is not true, we will let
our readers know. We are open to
documented information to shed
light on any issue of concern to
our readers. We are of service to
our community, and it is our intention to serve our community
the best way we can.

RECEIVE A FREE COPY OF THE LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE EVERY WEEK!
To receive a complimentary link to every new issue of the Las Vegas Tribune, please send
an email to circulation@lasvegastribune.com and give us the email address where you
would like your copy sent. We look forward to having you as a subscriber to our publication.
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The Public Education Foundation’s Teacher
Exchange now open for 2014-15 school year

More than 140 Clark County School District teachers attended The Public Education Foundation’s Teacher
EXCHANGE opening day for the 2014-15 school year on July 30, 2014. The Teacher Exchange will remain
open throughout the school year. For hours and more info visit www.thepef.org.
The
Public
Education Beam Music Center. The Public
Call To Artists For
Foundation’s Teacher EX- Education Foundation anticipates a
City of Las Vegas
CHANGE opened its doors for the record-setting year in 2014-15 as it
Public Artwork Project
2014-15 school year. More than 140 prepares for the Teacher
Submit qualifications
teachers visited on opening day. EXCHANGE’s first full school
by Aug. 21 deadline
During the opening week, more year at its Maryland Parkway locaThe city of Las Vegas invites
than 300 Clark County public tion.
experienced artists residing in
school teachers visited the Teacher
The Teacher EXCHANGE, lo- Southern Nevada to submit written
EXCHANGE to obtain much- cated at 4350 S. Maryland Parkway, statements of qualifications to deneeded school supplies.
will remain open throughout the sign, fabricate and install a permaThe Teacher EXCHANGE was school year to provide teachers with nent ceramic public artwork for the
founded in 2002 to address a prob- school supplies, furniture and learn- exterior of the Charleston Heights
lem facing teachers throughout ing materials. Summer hours are Arts Center, which is located at 800
Clark County. “Our hard-working Tuesdays–Thursdays from 10 a.m.– S. Brush St.
public school teachers spend hun- 3 p.m. and Saturdays from 9 a.m.–
The selected artist will work
dreds of dollars out-of-pocket each 2 p.m. In order to welcome newly within a $30,000 all-inclusive budyear to supply their classrooms,” hired teachers to Clark County, the get to create and mount ceramic
Judi Steele, president of The Pub- Teacher EXCHANGE is hosting an artwork on the building’s facade.
lic Education Foundation said. “We exclusive new-teachers-only shop- Questions regarding this solicitawant to do our part to provide teach- ping event on Saturday, August 16, tion should be directed to city of Las
ers with the materials they need to from 9 a.m.–2 p.m.
Vegas Contracts Specialist Cindy
effectively teach our students.”
For the most up-to-date store White at 702-229-5419 or emailed
In early 2014, the Teacher EX- hours and special events, visit the to cwhite@lasvegasnevada.gov. To
CHANGE moved to a new location Teacher EXCHANGE online calen- ensure a timely response, inquiries
centrally located on Maryland Park- dar at http://www.thepef.org/ should be made by close of busiway, across the street from UNLV’s programs_exchange_calendar.html. ness Monday, Aug. 11, 2014.
Please see the city’s Bid Opportunities Web page to register and for
further
details:
http://
lasvegasnevada.gov/Business/
5990.htm. This opportunity is Bid
Number ROSQ-140212-CW-02014/CW.
Responses to the request for submission of qualifications may be
delivered in person or mailed to:
City Clerk, Attn: ROSQ-140212CW-0-2014/CW, City of Las Vegas
City Hall, Second Floor, 495 S.
Main St., Las Vegas, NV 89101.
Submissions must be received no
later than 1:30 p.m. Thursday, Aug.
21, to be considered. There is no
online submission available.

DeAnn Sheehan, K-5 Resource Teacher at Daniel Goldfarb Elementary
School, shows off the supplies she received at The Teacher EXCHANGE,
which officially opened to all teachers in the Clark County School
District and state-sponsored schools on July 30, 2014. For hours and
more info visit www.thepef.org.

Remembering James Brady,
Symbol for Gun Violence
Prevention
Nevadans are remembering
James Brady, the former White
House press secretary who became
a key figure in the fight for gun violence prevention in the U.S. Brady
died August 4 at the age of 73.
Despite being critically
wounded in the assassination attempt on President Ronald Reagan
in March 1981, James Brady lived
more than three decades after his
brush with death to become the
nation’s leading gun control advocate.
Joan Peterson, a board member
for the Brady Campaign to Prevent
Gun Violence, had a chance to meet
James Brady about four years ago
in Washington, D.C.
“His speech was a little difficult
to understand, but he was telling
jokes with everybody,” says
Peterson. “He was laughing. He just
had a very sharp wit and was an
engaging man in spite of the fact
he must have been suffering terribly. So I really value that time that
I met with him.”
John Hinckley, the man who
shot Brady along with President
Reagan and two others, was said to
be trying to impress actress Jodi
Foster at the time of his attempt on
Reagan’s life. Hinckley was found
not guilty by reason of insanity, and
remains under institutionalized psychiatric care.
Despite being left permanently
disabled from the shooting,
Peterson says Brady went on to become an inspiration for many in his
ardent support of common-sense
gun safety legislation.
“He went to Capitol Hill,” says
Peterson. “He did a lot of lobbying
with his wife, Sarah, and managed
to get a bill passed that would require background checks on sales
of guns through federally-licensed
firearms dealers.”

According to the Brady Campaign, it’s estimated that because of
the Brady Handgun Violence Prevention Act, some two million gun
sales to criminals, domestic abusers and other dangerous individuals have been blocked - and countless lives saved.
*****
It’s National Breastfeeding
Month In Nevada, Nation
In Nevada and across the U.S.,
the arrival of August also marks the
start of National Breastfeeding
Month.
It has supporters touting the benefits of mother’s milk, often called
nature’s perfect baby food.
Marian Tompson, one of the
founders of the La Leche League,
says mothers who are able to
breastfeed can reduce their risk for
diabetes, cardiovascular conditions
and some forms of cancer.
And for the baby, she says there
also is a variety of health benefits,
such as a stronger immune system,
better motor development and
fewer allergies.
“There have been thousands of
studies during the past 50 years that
confirm babies are healthier when
they’re breastfed,” she adds. “And
it makes sense because they’re getting the food that was meant for
their growth and development.”
Tompson says when La Leche
League was founded in the 1950s,
fewer than one in five mothers
started out breastfeeding her baby.
Today that figure is 79 percent.
While more mothers are starting
with breastfeeding and they are
nursing for longer on average,
Tompson says there are still too
many who quit in those first weeks
or months, often because the moms
have to return to work and are separated from their babies.
“In Nevada, it’ll be a win-win
situation for everybody when mothers who breastfeed their babies are
supported and being helped to do
so,” she says. “Both in employment,
in school, anyplace where a mother
who is breastfeeding has to be, and
probably has to have her baby.”
Tompson says one initiative that
already is having a positive impact
is the growing number of hospitals
in the U.S. that are gaining certification as breastfeeding-friendly.
There are now nearly 200 of
them across 44 states.
City Beat is a compilation of
news and views of our editorial and
writing team, along with reader
submissions and topics. Readers
are invited to suggest a local topic
or any other items of interest.

Page 4 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / August 13-19, 2014

Approval

(Continued from Page 2)
strong growth takes a while to affect voters’ impressions of the
economy and the political system.”
I think Masket is on to part of
the explanation, but that there are
additional factors at work that are
deflating Mr. Obama’s support. Let
us first consider the impact of polarization, or what is more properly
described as party sorting. As the
two parties have become more uniformly sorted by ideology — with
liberals increasingly calling themselves Democrats, and conservatives identifying as Republicans —
presidential approval ratings are
more likely to break down along
partisan lines. In this respect,
Obama’s partisan support in approval ratings is almost the mirror
image of his Republican predecessor George W. Bush’s.
For Masket, however, party sort-

ing can’t explain Obama’s persistently low ratings because, as the
chart shows, even as Republican
support for Obama may fall, rising
Democratic support should compensate. Moreover, the country is
no better sorted now than it was
when Obama had approval ratings
hovering above 70 percent. However, this does not take into account
shifting levels of approval among
independents.
As of today Obama’s approval
among independents stands at 33
percent, a far cry from the 52 percent margin he won among this
group in the 2008 election and even
lower than the 45 percent support
independents gave him in 2012.
Moreover, polls show that the percent of people self-identifying as
independents is growing, with more
than 40 percent classifying themselves as independents at the start

Sheriff’s Race

(Continued from Page 1)
close to Undersheriff Dixon, having very poor qualifications for an executive position in the gaming world. Dixon would make the property he
will be working for very secure and safe for the Las Vegas patrons and
the hotel guests based on his profile on the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department’s website; he implemented many good programs within
the department including Broken Arrow, which is the department’s response to terrorist attacks, later named MACTAC. Dixon also developed
the Patrol Management Plan used to manage patrol recourses correctly to
fight crime, which will benefit the property he works for.
Many believe that Gillespie’s only alternative is to retire and leave
quietly thereafter, or go quietly into the night.
Those who may be thinking of supporting Joe Lombardo because he
is Gillespie’s tap-on-the-shoulder guy to inherit his office may want to
think twice because he could just be a replica of Gillespie’s terrible contribution to the community — and not even the hotels that contributed to
his campaign, and now to that of Lombardo, want to hire him, if in fact he
has been turned down by two hotel-casino properties.

From The Desk
(Continued from Page 1)
Lt. Morris Mattingly, former Lt.
Benjamin Kim, former Lt. Chris
Van Cleef, and former Captain
Frank Sutton. Coincidently, Lt.
Chris Van Cleef allegedly committed suicide, and Officer Kevin
Dailey went missing unnoticed for
a whole month, until his severed
head was found near Lake Mead,
all of which happened around the
end of the year 2007. LVMPD investigated the former Lt. Chris Van
Cleef homicide/suicide and rendered their findings; they also responded to the Officer Kevin
Dailey beheading scene, but never
initiated a homicide investigation
or issued a public news release. In
fact, the autopsy report for Officer
Kevin Dailey’s severed head was
allegedly removed from the Clark
County Coroner’s computer banks
six hours after it was entered, back
in December of 2007.
The community needs to be
made aware of this type of corruption, which has happened and is
still being perpetrated by the very
same people that are supposed to
be protecting us. Instead of protection, we are systematically being
set up, lied to, cheated, stolen from,
raped and murdered, all under the
color of law, all with immunity.
This was all a very wise and
thought-out move on the part of Organized Crime to infiltrate and control the police department. The
move to combine the Sheriff’s Department and the City Police Department in 1973 into what is now
the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police
Department, gives organized crime
the ability and opportunity to just
have to control only one person, the
sheriff, in order to completely promote and continue their unholy
agenda.
It is widely accepted that the
Sheriff of Clark County is the most
powerful person in Nevada, even
over the State Governor. So it
stands to reason: control the Sheriff and the rest will fall in line accordingly.
It appears that this succession
needs to keep repeating itself every four years; otherwise there will
be a disruption in the status quo, or
in Nevada terms, “the good ol’ boy
system.”
This time, though, there may be
a fly in the ointment. The Justice
Department has in their possession
enough evidence to pursue an adequate murder investigation–regarding the Officer Kevin Dailey
incident — against the LVMPD
Administration and others. They
also have in their possession information on three other unsolved
murders — occurring in 1996,
2001, and 2002 — and numerous
other felony crimes involving evidence-tampering, witness-tampering, extortion, threats to life, workers compensation and disability
fraud, discrimination, retaliation,
unlawful termination, all of which

was brought out and listed in my
2011 Federal Lawsuit against the
LVMPD, Sheriff Douglas Gillespie,
et al.
Even though, in 2014, Federal
Judge George Foley Jr. dismissed
my civil lawsuit for lack of evidence, the criminal incidents that
were brought out in June/July 2013
legal depositions are still on record,
valid and existent, and for which the
public should demand rectification
under the Rule of Law.
When any individual citizen has
his or her constitutional rights violated, and the authority that We the
People have elected to preserve and
protect those rights fails in its duty,
then it is up to We the People to
stand up ourselves and follow our
God-given right to defend liberty
and ourselves against corruption
and tyranny.
It may be all well and good for
you to presently believe that constitutional violations only occur to
other people–that as long as you,
your family and friends are not involved, then life is good–but sooner
or later it will involve you, and believe me, alone you don’t have a
chance against the corrupt machine.
Remember to Keep your Gun,
Keep your Faith, and they can keep
their change.
Stay Safe, and God Bless You
All.
*****
Gordon Martines is a former
LVMPD detective who has served
in many capacities over his 39-year
career in law enforcement. He has
been a candidate for sheriff in 2002,
2006, 2010 and 2014, with the intention of bringing integrity and accountability back to the department,
and filed a federal lawsuit against
LVMPD in 2011. Martines now
contributes his opinions and ideas
to the Las Vegas Tribune to keep the
public informed and help improve
policing in Las Vegas. He has also
appeared on the Face the Tribune
radio program several times to
share his plan for a better LVMPD.

of this year compared to 35 percent
when Obama took office.
To explain Obama’s drop in support among independents, it is
worth thinking about the factors
that influence approval ratings more
generally. As I discuss in this previous post, Masket is correct that
the economy is certainly a major
influence. But two additional factors come into play. One is what I
call a structural dynamic associated
with the president’s time in office.
For example, we know that all
presidents start with artificially high
approval ratings — the so-called
“honeymoon” effect — in which
even some who did not vote for the
president nonetheless express initial approval of his performance.
That explains the 70 percent approval rating Masket references in
the first weeks of the Obama presidency. Invariably this level of support cannot be sustained as political reality sets in.
The second set of factors influencing a president’s approval rat-

ings are significant events which
often exert a short-term but measurable impact. For an extreme example, think of George W. Bush and
his 90 percent approval rating after
the 9/11 terrorist attacks. On a less
extreme level, as Stu Rothenberg
suggests, Obama’s approval rating
may be suffering from the
confluence of a recent series of
negative events, particularly in foreign policy.
These include the rise of the Islamic State in Iraq, the IsraeliHamas conflict in Gaza, and the
ongoing civil war in the Ukraine,
to name the most prominent. The
reason Obama’s approval ratings
continue to lag, I think, is because
these foreign policy events have
tended to overshadow the economy
when it comes to evaluating his performance.
The result is that despite an
economy that seems to be improving, Obama’s and Mr. Bush’s approval ratings are remarkably similar at the same point in their respec-

tive presidencies, as this chart put
together by Tina Berger and Day
Robins indicates.
This does not mean, however,
that the two presidents’ approval
ratings will continue operating under identical dynamics. Bush’s approval ratings had yet to be impacted by the Great Recession
which officially kicked in during
December 2007, and which contributed to the steady decline in his
approval throughout his presidency.
In the long run, if the economy continues its current incremental improvement I would not expect
Obama’s approval to continue to
track Bush’s decline. But that improvement may not come soon
enough for Democrats.
In this era of increasingly nationalized elections, midterms are in
part viewed as a referendum on the
president’s performance. To the
extent this holds true this November, Obama’s middling approval
ratings are not likely to boost his
party’s electoral fortunes.
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Hillary Clinton attacks foreign policy
that she helped create and implement

If Hillary Clinton is going to claim her time as Secretary of State as an argument in her favor for a presidential run in
2016, then she is going to have a hard time criticizing the administration for policies that she played a role in developing.
By Doug Mataqconis
Christian Science Monitor
In a new interview with The
Atlantic’s Jeffrey Goldberg, former
Secretary of State and probable candidate for the Democratic nomination in 2016, Hillary Clinton went
further than she has to date in
openly criticizing the foreign policy
of the president that she served under from 2009 to 2013. Specifically,
Mrs. Clinton draws a direct line
from the president’s failure to act
in Syria to the rise of the Islamic
State and the problems it now poses
for Iraq and the rest of the region,
and generally criticized the president for having a foreign policy that
had no clear sense of purpose:
President Obama has long ridiculed the idea that the U.S., early
in the Syrian civil war, could have
shaped the forces fighting the Assad
regime, thereby stopping al Qaedainspired groups — like the one rampaging across Syria and Iraq today
— from seizing control of the rebellion. In an interview in February, the president told me that
“when you have a professional
army... fighting against a farmer, a
carpenter, an engineer who started
out as protesters and suddenly now
see themselves in the midst of a
civil conflict — the notion that we
could have, in a clean way that
didn’t commit U.S. military forces,
changed the equation on the ground
there was never true.”
Well, his former Secretary of
State, Hillary Rodham Clinton, isn’t
buying it. In an interview with me
earlier this week, she used her
sharpest language yet to describe
the “failure” that resulted from the
decision to keep the U.S. on the
sidelines during the first phase of
the Syrian uprising.
“The failure to help build up a
credible fighting force of the people
who were the originators of the protests against Assad — there were
Islamists, there were secularists,
there was everything in the middle
— the failure to do that left a big
vacuum, which the jihadists have
now filled,” Clinton said.
As she writes in her memoir of
her State Department years, Hard
Choices, she was an inside-the-administration advocate of doing
more to help the Syrian rebellion.
Now, her supporters argue, her po-

Immigration

Former Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton speaks at Children’s
Hospital Oakland Research Institute in Oakland, Calif., in July.
sition has been vindicated by recent pears to be withdrawing from the
events.
world stage.
Professional Clinton-watchers
During a discussion about the
(and there are battalions of them) dangers of jihadism (a topic that has
have told me that it is only a matter her “hepped-up,” she told me moof time before she makes a more ments after she greeted me at her
forceful attempt to highlight her office in New York) and of the sort
differences with the (unpopular) of resurgent nationalism seen in
president she ran against, and then Russia today, I noted that Ameriwent on to serve. On a number of cans are quite wary right now of inoccasions during my interview with ternational commitment-making.
her, I got the sense that this effort is She responded by arguing that there
already underway.
is a happy medium between belliOf course, Clinton had many cose posturing (of the sort she askind words for the “incredibly in- sociated with the George W. Bush
telligent” and “thoughtful” Obama, administration) and its opposite, a
and she expressed sympathy and focus on withdrawal.
understanding for the devilishly
“You know, when you’re down
complicated challenges he faces. on yourself, and when you are
But she also suggested that she hunkering down and pulling back,
finds his approach to foreign policy you’re not going to make any betoverly cautious, and she made the ter decisions than when you were
case that America needs a leader aggressively, belligerently putting
who believes that the country, de- yourself forward,” she said. “One
spite its various missteps, is an in- issue is that we don’t even tell our
dispensable force for good. At one own story very well these days.”
point, I mentioned the slogan PresiI responded by saying that I
dent Obama recently coined to de- thought that “defeating fascism and
scribe his foreign-policy doctrine: communism is a pretty big deal.”
“Don’t do stupid shit” (an expres- In other words, that the U.S., on
sion often rendered as “Don’t do balance, has done a good job of
stupid stuff” in less-than-private advancing the cause of freedom.
encounters).
Clinton responded to this idea
This is what Clinton said about with great enthusiasm: “That’s how
Obama’s slogan: “Great nations I feel! Maybe this is old-fashioned.”
need organizing principles, and And then she seemed to signal that,
‘Don’t do stupid stuff’ is not an or- yes, indeed, she’s planning to run
ganizing principle.”
for president. “Okay, I feel that this
She softened the blow by noting might be an old-fashioned idea, but
that Obama was “trying to commu- I’m about to find out, in more ways
nicate to the American people that than one.”
he’s not going to do something
Mr. Goldberg’s article is worth
crazy,” but she repeatedly sug- reading, but it is long and defies
gested that the U.S. sometimes ap- excerpting. The quoted portion

(Continued from Page 1)
reduced; only 17 percent said they thought that number should increase. That’s in sharp contrast to opinions expressed six months ago in a February Pew Research Center poll, which found that nearly three-quarters of Americans would support a legal path to citizenship for undocumented immigrants.
That was before news broke in June that more than
50,000 unaccompanied children, mostly from El Salvador, Honduras, and Guatemala had been apprehended at the border since October. Since then, immigration has leaped to the forefront of the national dialogue in recent months.
Immigration could be a dominant issue in the upcoming midterm elections and could drive more Republican voters to the polls, Ipsos pollster Chris Jackson speculated in a Reuters interview. Immigration is
already a contentious issue in Colorado, Arkansas, and
Arizona. Even in New England, more than 2,000 miles
from the border, Senate candidate Scott Brown has
evoked immigration as a key issue. In May, Mr. Brown
launched an offensive campaign ad criticizing incumbent Senator Jeanne Shaheen (D) of New Hampshire
of “pro-amnesty policies.”
The number of Americans citing immigration as
the No. 1 national problem jumped from just 5 per-

cent in June to 17 percent in July, according to a July
Pew Research Center poll.
The Obama administration has zeroed in on immigration as a major priority. The president said in June
that he would be forced to take executive action if
Congress failed to pass meaningful immigration reform
by the end of the summer. As of Aug. 1, the day federal
lawmakers left Washington for a five-week summer
recess; no such legislation had been passed.
One respondent to the new poll, retiree Tom
Vanderbur of Denver, expressed frustration with legislators for their inaction but added that he did not think
that granted the president license to take unilateral action. “I don’t think that he has a right to just make those
kinds of decisions on his own,” said Mr. Vanderbur, a
registered Democrat.
A second poll, released last week by CBS, found
that only 31 percent of Americans are satisfied with
Obama’s current handling of immigration.
Further executive action could drive Republican
voters to the polls this November and fuel impeachment talk, political analysts say.
“If President Obama issues a jarring set of executive actions on legalization he could be handing the
Senate to the GOP,” Republican strategist Ford
O’Connell told Reuters.

Re-Elect

above, though, gives you a fairly
good idea of the message that
Clinton seems to be quite obviously
wanting to convey here, especially
in the light of the events in Iraq over
the past weeks and President
Obama’s decision to join each of his
three predecessors in engaging in
military action in Iraq. In some
sense, what she is saying here isn’t
all that different from what she apparently says in her new book,
and what she has said during her
book tour this summer. In an interview with Christiane Amanpour to
promote the book on CNN in June,
for example, Clinton made several
efforts to make clear that she and
the president had disagreed about
the proposals that had been floated
in the administration to arm the
Syrian rebels when the civil war
began in that country in 2011. In
that interview and elsewhere,
Clinton has made sure to emphasize that she favored the idea but
that the president ultimately decided against it.
It’s hard to understate the significance of Clinton’s comments in this
interview. She has gone further than
ever before in distancing herself
from an increasingly unpopular
president on an issue where his public support continues to plummet,
foreign policy. Granted, as Maggie
Haberman notes in Politico, Clinton
has always been more of a hawk
and more of an advocate of a forceful foreign policy than Mr. Obama.
However, she does more than just
point out policy disagreements
here. In this interview, Clinton is not
just pointing out the fact that there
had been a policy difference between her and the president regarding arming the Syrian rebels, she
really seems to be attacking the entire manner in which the president
had conducted his foreign policy,
both now and during the time that
she was Secretary of State. In some
ways, it is reminiscent of the attacks
that her campaign launched against
then Senator Obama during the
2008 campaign that culminated in
the famous “3 a.m. phone call” ad,
which was essentially intended to
make the case that, unlike Clinton,

Obama was not ready to make the
decisions that a president would
need to make in a dangerous world.
It’s almost as if she intends to build
her likely 2016 campaign around
the idea that she can provide the
leadership that America needs in a
dangerous world, leadership that
has been lacking for quite a long
time. Frida Ghitis makes this point
in an opinion piece at CNN, and
also suggests that this interview is
the clearest sign yet that Clinton is
running for president. It’s hard to
disagree with that.
On some level, of course, there’s
a certain amount of absurdity in
Clinton criticizing the foreign
policy of an administration that she
was not only a part of, but in which
she played a key role in shaping that
very foreign policy. No doubt, when
she runs for office she will be relying heavily on her experience at
Foggy Bottom to make the argument that she is ready to be president, indeed it would be extraordinary if she didn’t. If she’s going to
claim her time as Secretary of State
as an argument in her favor, though,
then it seems to me as though she
is going to have a hard time criticizing the administration for policies that she played a role in developing. Even accepting the argument
that she makes regarding the connections between the Obama
administration’s decision to not intervene directly in the Syrian civil
war and the rise of the Islamic State,
the idea that it was merely the one
thing she disagreed with the president about that led to the events we
see unfolding today is simply absurd. There were a number of events
that contributed to today’s state of
affairs, many of which involve policies that Clinton favored, and if
you’re going to make the argument
that one failure by this administration is responsible then you have to
look at all of them, including the
ones that Clinton played a role in.
You can’t claim the credit without
accepting at least some of the
blame, but that seems to be exactly
what Hillary Clinton wants to do
when it comes to the foreign policy
of the Obama administration.

DO YOU NEED AN EDITOR?
Have you been embarrassed lately when someone pointed
out to you that you misspelled a word in your report or maybe
had a whole sentence all messed up? Have you personally
felt that you could’ve done a much better job on that manuscript
but just didn’t have the time?
Why put off doing what you know you should have done before:
call in an editor! As a word-, sentence-, and document-doctor,
she will fix what needs fixing by adding a little of this or that,
and taking out what shouldn’t have been there in the first place.
Give yourself the luxury of looking your best in print!
Editor-at-your-service@gmail.com. 702-706-6875.
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Obama Administration: Expect
“Bumps” in Health Care Enrollment
Premiums to rise for many who
bought least expensive policies
WASHINGTON, D.C. —
Obama Administration officials
have informed Congress that consumers should expect “bumps” as
they go through the enrollment process under the second year of the
Affordable Care Act (ACA), also

known as Obamacare. It was previously reported that the system which is being redesigned after the
disaster of the first year - may, once
again, not be ready on time. So far
the website has cost taxpayers
nearly $1 billion — having been

plagued by cost overruns and management failures by the administration — yet many may continue to
encounter problems, despite years
of work on the system.
> Website issues would present
a frustrating challenge for potentially millions of consumers. According to press reports, many who
chose the lowest-priced plan available under Obamacare may face

JOE HECK
the US and essentially set up as long
term residents regardless of any reasonable immigration hearing process. It also takes away Obama arguments that Republicans have no
solution for the problem because
now a bill has been passed that
would be a big step in the solution.
An intention of Congress enacting such a bill was to send a signal
to the countries who are sending the
illegal immigrants here that there is
no “free pass” for minors.
Heck also informed the audience
that the Obama administration has
been preventing immigration enforcement staff from going onto
federal lands except on foot. The
excuse of endangered species has
been used to make it necessary to
go on foot only. Making the common sense exception for immigra-

tion enforcement to use vehicles in
these areas was also included in the
bill.
Heck also reported that there
was another bill after the one just
mentioned. He said that he did not
vote for that bill because it dropped
the “Dreamers” who Obama previously accepted here. Although the
way in which Obama allowed the
Dreamers in was not right, Heck felt
that dropping the Dreamers was an
injustice to those people also.
Regarding other matters, Joe
said that the US is losing its ability
to influence the outcomes of international situations and have an impact due to a failure of leadership.
Putin can’t be trusted with regard
to Ukraine. He spoke of the glacial
pace at which change is effected in
Washington and that he is involved
in DOD (the Department of Defense) changing its procurement
procedures for the better.
After his prepared remarks Dr.
Heck took many questions and
stayed after the meeting to speak
with people individually. Although
there seemed to be a slight hesitation in supporting his stance on the
Dreamers (from some of the audience), Joe was received with a
standing ovation and was well supported from the audience.
Heck is running for reelection
and would appreciate anyone volunteering. His campaign office is at
8872 S. Eastern Ave. (Suite 220).
The number is (702) 387-4941.

Joe Heck Speaker at August 4
Republican Mens’ Club Luncheon
By Ken Small
Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
Since Congress is out of session,
Joe Heck is back in town.
The members of the NRMC enjoyed the fruits of their choice to
invite Congressmen Heck to be
their speaker. Heck, a very good
public speaker, reported to the attendees the recent occurrences in
Washington, DC.
Heck referred to the current immigration problem as a result of
“spotty enforcement of the law,”
presumably by the Obama administration. He reported that the Senate tried to pass an immigration bill
and couldn’t.
Just because the Senate didn’t do
its job doesn’t mean that the Congress shouldn’t try to do its job. So
the House of Representatives
worked on agreeing to its own bill.
Among the provisions of the bill,
which was widely panned by the
liberal media, were provisions to
eliminate the loophole that gave
special treatment to some kids over
others and changed the law to treat
all of them equally. This would
mean that kids coming in from
South America would be given a
hearing within 14 days and be available to the deportation process, if
so decided in the hearing, directly
after that.
Although Heck did not go into
the ramifications of this, it obviously puts a stop to Obama directing that kids be bussed throughout

Uehling

(Continued from Page 1)
my substantive comments into their meeting minutes,”
Uehling told the Las Vegas Tribune.
His last comment referred to the Minutes prepared
for the subsequent meeting held Monday, August 11,
2014 for which he submitted the following letter in a
request intended to make the minutes accurate and
complete:
August 10, 2014
Mr. Angelo DePerez, NSA Secretary
Nevada Student Alliance
Nevada State Higher Education
Las Vegas, Nevada
Re: Items #2 and #9 of the July 14, 2014 meeting
minutes
Since the minutes failed to represent either proportionately or completely my comments at the last meeting of the NSA, I request that you make the following
corrections to the minutes and attach this letter to all
future postings of and all official references to the
minutes.
Mr. Uehling stated the following points in opposition to the proposed NSHE policy to prohibit medical
marijuana on campus:
Marijuana prescribed as medicine
—Singling out medical marijuana for prohibition,
when all other prescribed medications are permitted,
makes no sense
—Many other medications are far more dangerous
—Alcohol use kills more than 1800 students per
year between the ages of 10 and 24 according to the
National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism.
Compare this to “abuse” of medical marijuana, yet rate
the concern of NSHE for each.
Significance of NSHE institutions being founded
and chartered by the State
—They are all State institutions subject to State law
first
—No one has ever claimed that they are Federal
institutions
—If a university or the System declares itself a
(fifth-column or Quisling) Federal enclave, then it has

no right to request State funding
—The endless conflicts between Federal and State
law and their implications for both private and public
life were carefully considered by the State Legislature
before it decided to follow State law
—The legislation was dictated by two constitutional
referendums
—The People of the State of Nevada chose freedom and improved medical care over “reefer madness,”
fear mongering and extortion by the Feds
—Everyone (except an out-of-touch NSHE) realizes that the Federal policy on Marijuana has literally
destroyed millions of lives, created narco-states and
militarized police departments, directly stolen hundreds
of billions of dollars directly from higher education to
build and maintain jails.
Prosperity
—Since the Federal government survives only by
borrowing and inflating the money supply, whatever
the Feds “give” to students and institutions today, it
will extract from you and your progeny tomorrow
—Whatever amount the State “gives” will be paid
today—not added to an already unconscionable debt
today’s students are somehow expected to pay
Moral fiber
—Had the founding fathers imitated the NSHE in
trembling before Washington’s Wizard of Oz-like powers that breathe noise, fire and threats, there would be
no government of, by and for the people or United
States of America
—Maybe the students of today deserve being handed
a $25 trillion dollar debt and the worst job prospects in
memory by my generation—if they can’t even stand
for their own rights and oppose the top-down mandating arrogance of the NSHE!
That is what I said or intended to convey, not the
petty violations of the State’s Open Meeting Law that
your minutes inappropriately defended.
Thank you for making these corrections,
Sincerely yours,
Ed Uehling
Email:Evu2@cox.net, (702) 808-6000

large premium increases in year
two, due to the design of the system.
Unless these consumers change
plans and recalculate their eligibility for premium assistance, they
will be forced to pay much more
than they did this year.
Daniel Garza, Executive Director of The LIBRE Initiative, released the following statement:
“How long will taxpayers have
to wait for the supporters of
Obamacare to make good on their
promises? Nearly $1 billion has
been spent on a website that still
won’t work properly, and billions
more have been wasted on state

websites that are failing. Consumers nationwide face premium increases as a result of this law — in
direct contradiction to the promises
about it. And now we learn that the
very people this law was supposed
to help will face some of the largest rate increases. This is wrong and
it is unfair.
“The health care law is more
unpopular than it has ever been —
despite the claims of its defenders
that the new system is working. It’s
growing more unpopular because
those who voted for it refuse to admit the mistakes and work on
needed improvements. Simply put,
it is time to reform the reform.”

Facebook rallies social
media allies in fight over
NYC police search warrants

By Gram Slattery
Christian Science Monitor
Fishing for marlin. Teaching karate. Flying helicopters.
Such are the activities you should not participate in — or at least brag
about on Facebook — when fraudulently collecting disability payments
from the government.
But that’s exactly what at least 106 New York City police officers,
firefighters, and other civil servants had been doing for years, according
to Manhattan district attorney Cyrus Vance Jr., who indicted the alleged
fraudsters in January.
A main source of evidence in Mr. Vance’s case were the brazen photos
the suspects placed on their Facebook profiles — as well as their private
messages and other personal info typically unavailable to the public. When
investigators obtained a search warrant for the information from the social media site last summer, the company fought back, arguing that the
search was “unreasonable” under the Fourth Amendment to the US Constitution.
Facebook lost, but in June the social media company filed an appeal.
And on Monday, lawyers representing Foursquare, Kickstarter, Tumblr,
and Meetup — as well as the American Civil Liberties Union and the
New York Civil Liberties Union — said they would join the fight on
Facebook’s side.
This move has become a central stage in the growing battle between
social media organizations and law enforcement officials. The former say
that mass warrants allowing access to every aspect of hundreds of accounts is a gross breach of digital-era privacy, while the latter describes
these relatively new personal information databases as a valid investigative resource.
“With the burgeoning tech industry in New York, the need to protect
the privacy of users has never been greater,” Richard Howell, a former
judge representing the four tech companies, told the Associated Press.
In Facebook’s filing in June, the organization said that the original
search warrant, which included 381 accounts, including those of high
school students and grandmothers, was “the equivalent of searching a
neighborhood of nearly 400 homes.”
Prosecutors, in response, noted that they had given New York Supreme
Court Justice Melissa Jackson over 93 pages of details on why the accounts would be targeted.
The decision in Facebook’s original challenge, however, hinged not
only on whether the search was “reasonable” as proscribed by the Constitution, but also on the social media company’s legal standing.
In the first round of the company’s legal challenge, a Manhattan judge
ruled that the group lacked the right to battle the warrants on behalf of
their customers. Moreover, the company could not inform their customers of the searches in the New York fraud case, as doing so would jeopardize the investigation.
“The real question is, ‘Can they challenge warrants for their customers?’ ” Orin Kerr, a law professor at George Washington University with
expertise in digital searches, told The New York Times. “And the answer
is probably not, under current law.”
Facebook attorneys, for their part, have said this legal setup creates an
impossible Catch-22 in which no one can legally appeal a violation of the
Fourth Amendment when it comes to social media.
“It appeared to us from the outset that there would be a large number
of people who were never charged in court,” Chris Sonderby, deputy chief
counsel to Facebook, said to the Times. “The district attorney’s response
was that these people would have their day in court. There are more than
300 people that will never have that chance.”
The case is the second high-profile court battle regarding law enforcement searches of social media.
In 2012, a New York judge ruled that an Occupy protestor active on
the social media website Twitter had no standing to challenge a subpoena
for his archived tweets. That decision was tailored in narrow terms, however, as it relied on Twitter’s specific terms of service regarding tweets
posted on the site.
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9/11 Patriot Day Debates
Thursday, Sept. 11, 2014 • 10:00 am until 8:00 pm
The D Casino and Hotel Las Vegas
Downtown Las Vegas

Confirmed candidates for 9/11 Debate
(as of August 12, 2014)

District Court
Judges

Clark County
Sheriff

Family Court
Judges

John Glenn Watkins
Department 2

Larry Burns
Clark County Sheriff

Joe Scalia
Department B

Clark County
Commissioner

John Howard
Department C

Mike Davidson
Department 3
Joe Thibodeau
District E

State
Assembly

Denise Gentile
Department F

Christine Guerci-Nyhus
Department 8

Brent Jones
District 35

State
Senate
Ken Pollock
Department J

Mike Root
Department 14

Ed Uehling
District 10
William “Bill” Kephart
Department 19

Jacob Hafter
Department 22

Jeffrey Rugg
Department 30

Nevada
Governor

Bob Goodman
Nevada Governor

Paul Gaudet
Department L

Jason Stoffel
Department S

Maria Maskall
Department T
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A government big enough to give you everything you want, is strong enough to take everything you have. — Thomas Jefferson

Our Point of View

Abusing the
Las Vegas Tribune
“No one reads the Las Vegas Tribune”; “The Las Vegas Tribune is an anti-government and anti-police publication”; “The Las Vegas Tribune is a rag”... or a supermarket tabloid... or other things far from the truth, all of
which you may have heard it said.
Those comments are far from the truth because everyone reads us, otherwise why are so many people trying to
destroy this fine publication?
We are not an anti-government or anti-police newspaper; we are a newspaper that is against government corruption and against police corruption and brutality.
We do not want to get rich; we just want to do something for the people of this community who do not have
anyone speaking up for them; it is our way of “giving
back to the community” as politicians always so proudly
proclaim as their reason for running for office.
We respect everyone’s opinion and we strongly believe,
respect and defend every amendment of the Constitution,
including the First Amendment, but that does not mean
that we have to give up our rights just to please someone
else.
Everyone that comes to the Las Vegas Tribune office
has the same comment or explanation for their being here:
“I like what you guys are doing and want to be part of it,”
but then the first thing they start doing or wanting to do is
to change what we have created and what we have built
that they “like so much.” They just need to “update and
improve” us to a higher quality and more modern style.
First they start creating a new website followed by a
new Facebook page, instead of just improving the ones
we already have, and they do that with their own password over which only they have control.
Once we got to the point of having three Facebook
pages, and yet the website for radiotribune.com that we
have paid for disappeared and no one could “remember”
the password. That might’ve been fine and dandy if those
involved would’ve followed the editorial line that has
made the Las Vegas Tribune a trusted publication for this
community and all those who choose to read it, but as
soon as such individuals get the green light to do whatever they need to do for the best of the radio station or the
newspaper, they do a complete U turn and start publishing articles that do not follow our principals and post stuff
on Facebook that we do not agree with.
Where are their First Amendment rights, you might ask,
and we can tell you that we have published and posted
lots of articles and pictures that we do not agree with, but
under the author’s name and not under the name of the
Las Vegas Tribune.
As a newspaper, the Las Vegas Tribune does not condone breaking the law in any way, shape or form and that
includes the illegal use of marijuana, cannabis or whatever other name it goes by; nor do we choose to use our
paper for anyone’s personal platform to freely promote
their own cannabis business.
We consider ourselves to be a local newspaper. Individually, we may have our differing opinions on political
issues, national or international, but our major concern is
the local political scene and local issues, and we do not
like to offer opinions on issues about which we are not
fully knowledgeable.
You may want to read Rolando Larraz’s “My Point of
View” in this edition of the Las Vegas Tribune. As Larraz
points out in his column, people who do not fully know
the issues concerning another country should not be expressing their uneducated opinions, much less commenting or editorializing publicly on the airwaves or in newspapers.
Again, anyone may want to smoke those currently illegal cigarettes for any number of reasons, and they have
the right to do so, but we also have the right to ask you
not to do it in front of us or on or around our property.
And you may like, admire or idolize other countries’
leaders and we respect your right to do so, but we will
expect you to respect our right to our own opinions. When
using someone else’s forum to state your opinion, those
rights must be respected; that is how the Las Vegas Tribune was born.
The best thing people might do in this regard is to put
their money where their mouth is and create their own
forum, their own publication and their own radio station.
In fact, we believe in and respect everyone’s right so much
that we are willing to sell them our radio station. They
would all be in good company; after all, we now have
sitting judges, narcotic detectives and newspaper publishers holding the honor of legally being able to sell the drug.
Just don’t use the Las Vegas Tribune for your own platform in that regard.

Bank of America is doing it again!
By Perly Viasmensky
Not satisfied with the tremendous amount of money
imposed on them because of all the fraud committed
during the real estate and mortgage crisis, Bank of
America is now, again, trying to destroy the life of
many working people, and pretending to be on the
government’s side.
This time their harassment is directed to the Cuban
people of Las Vegas. Call them Cuban nationals, of
Cuban descent, or whatever indicates that they are
Cuban.
Numerous Cuban people in the Las Vegas area have
been receiving a letter from Bank of America stating:
“Bank of America must follow U.S. economic sanctions administered by the United States Department
of the Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets Control
(OFAC) and broader U.S. requirements to know our
customers. As a result, we need to follow certain rules
if we are operating accounts for individuals who are
citizens of Cuba or any other U.S.-sanctioned country.”
The Bank of America letter demands a copy of the
person’s passport and it must not be expired. (So if we
don’t have an unexpired passport, now we must take
on that expense just to keep our bank accounts!)
It has always been a rule or a law that it is illegal to
photocopy a government document, even though the
State Department advises travelers to keep a copy of
their passports in case of theft in a foreign land.
How in the world is anyone going to give a photocopy of their passport to a person employed by Bank
of America, when we don’t know the identity of the
person behind the telephone line and/or behind the fax
machine, especially when they are well known to operate under fraudulent activities? It is very scary to be
the victim of identity theft.
The Office of Foreign Assets Control administers
and enforces economic sanctions programs primarily

against countries and groups of individuals such as terrorists and narcotics traffickers.
Another portion of the letter reads (and in bold letters): By Thursday, September 25, 2014 we must have
verified documentation proving your current residence.
If we do not have verified documentation by this date,
we will need to restrict access to all of your Bank of
America accounts.
Nothing I hate more that when people try to threaten
or intimidate me.
I am one of the recipients of that letter. Immediately I called the Customer Specialty Services of Bank
of America and had the opportunity to speak to a
woman named Amanda Tote who told me that their
records show that I am a Cuban citizen, resident of
Iraq.
Honestly, I didn’t mean to be disrespectful, but I
had to laugh in her ear. Since January 1, 1959, I have
never put foot in Cuba, and Iraq is not a country I would
ever visit.
But since Bank of America wants to smell the footsteps of the government and according to their letter
they are following the orders of the Department of the
Treasury, I wonder if the Secretary of the Treasury,
Jacob J. Lew, remembers that it was President Barack
Obama — the one who in April 2009, just three months
after taking possession of the White House, ordered
by decree the lift of all restrictions over trips, shipments and/or remittance to Communist Cuba?
President Obama even ordered the elimination of
limits over frequency of trips and stays on the Island
of Cuban residents in the United States traveling to
Cuba.
But–and there is always a but–if Cubans need to be
investigated closely for the few dollars they have in
their Bank of America accounts, and they threaten to
have those accounts restricted, shouldn’t the wealthy
(See Viasmensky, Page 10)

ON A PERSONAL NOTE

Farewell, Robin Williams:
The suicide of a loved one should
never be the news of the day
By Maramis
state of affairs, since people who are
Just when we decide not to turn
thinking and feeling that way are
on the news to avoid hearing more
probably not able to clearly put their
about the horrors in the Middle East,
thoughts into proper or comprehenwe hear about the death of one of our
sible words. Maybe he thought he
very own well known comedic acwas not as good as he was; maybe
tors — someone who might not be
he thought he was about to lose
everybody’s favorite, since he was
something he cherished; maybe his
known for a tad of raunchy humor
fortune was slipping away; maybe a
now and again, funny as it might
thousand things. But the bottom line
have been—but someone nonetheis he felt it was what he had to do,
less who brought smiles and insight
and he did it. And he is not the only
into our lives with his stand up comcelebrity who has gone down that sad
edy and movies such as Mrs.
and rocky road.
MARAMIS CHOUFANI
Doubtfire; Good Morning, Vietnam; Patch Adams,
In my own circle of family, friends, and acquainDead Poets Society, and so many others.
tances, several people have committed suicide, and
Yes, we heard the news today: Robin Williams dead several others have desired to or even attempted to.
at 63! Apparently a suicide. The announcer reminded The first one I remember who felt inclined to do that
us of his made-public bouts with drugs and alcohol, was my younger sister’s boyfriend, when they were in
likely following his bouts of perhaps deep, dark and high school. He was depressed because she wasn’t innot so fully shared depression. I cannot just let that terested in him any more and he took up a small plane
part of it go without comment. Here was a man who and crashed it. Then there was a girlfriend of mine from
had a lovely wife — and very possibly a happy mar- nursing school who did the deed because she was pregriage (although I certainly can’t know about that); he nant without benefit of a husband and couldn’t bear
had a fulfilling lifetime career — even several differ- the shame; and the brother of a business co-worker/
ent aspects of a career in a field that worked so well partner of mine, who had just been to the office the
for him, and probably all the money he could ever very day before, in his usual fashion, and never let on
want as a result of that career — and yet he was de- one bit what was in his mind.
pressed. And yet he felt the need to soften his pain
I’ve had family members threaten to do the deed,
with alcohol and drugs. And yet, with so much of ev- and another friend’s husband who attempted it, but it
erything, he still felt the need to end his life.
didn’t work, leaving him with permanent damage. And
Here was a man who could have bought the best there were others. All of them were depressed. Would
treatments possible for his addictions and his pain. anything have been different if we only knew? Robin’s
Here was a man who was loved by so many people family knew about his depression, and they had rearound the world, and had a loving partner right in his sources, and it still couldn’t be stopped.
own home. Here was a man who could have kept someDepression is no joke. It is all around us and is no
one at his side to help him get past those dark feelings laughing matter. And it doesn’t have to be “the end of
and dark hours, yet apparently was not seen between the world” kind of thing that causes those feelings; it
10 p.m. and when he was found just before noon the is not for us to judge what sends someone over the
next day, alone and already gone.
edge. Since we know depression is practically on evWhat in the world would it take to overcome de- ery corner and in every family, we would do well to
pression if one were in Robin’s shoes? We may never watch for the signs, or at least listen to the sounds of
know all the details of what brought Williams to that
(See Maramis, Page 10)
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Campus Safety Act leaves Wait a minute! Mr. U.S. Attorney
didn’t really say that, did he?
out the, um, safety part

“To curb these
By Chuck Muth
crimes,” added Sen.
A group of U.S. senaClaire McCaskill (Dtors recently announced —
MO), “students need to
with much fanfare, pomp
be protected and empowand circumstance — the
ered.”
Campus Safety and AcBut, um, did you nocountability Act for the
tice what’s missing in the
expressed purpose of
bill? Yep, provisions to,
fighting “sexual assaults
you know, actually “proon college and university
tect and empower” stucampuses by protecting
dents to prevent sexual
and empowering students,
assault in the first place!
and strengthening accountSpecifically, a requireCHUCK MUTH
ability and transparency
for institutions.”
ment that all colleges and universities alAccording to the press release from one low students with valid concealed carry
senator, the bill will...
permits to carry their weapons on campus
1. Require colleges to “designate Con- for self-defense. Such a provision would
fidential Advisors who will serve as a con- end the insane practice of disarming responfidential resource for victims of assaults sible, adult concealed-carry holders the
committed against a student” (after the as- minute they step onto a college or universault has taken place).
sity campus.
2. Provide training to college personnel
Concealed carry permit holders such as
on how to handle “sexual assault investi- Amanda Collins who was forced to leave
gations and disciplinary processes” (after her legally registered weapon at home
the sexual assault has taken place).
rather than have it with her when James
3. Require colleges to conduct a survey Biela brutally raped her on the parking gaof students “about their experience with rage floor at the University of Nevada Reno
sexual violence to get an accurate picture (UNR) in 2007.
of this problem” (after sexual assaults have
Had Collins been “empowered” to carry
taken place).
her weapon for self-defense, maybe she
4. Require colleges “to use a uniform would have been able to prevent the sexual
process for campus disciplinary proceed- assault, negating any need for hiring “Conings” and “enter into memoranda of under- fidential Advisors” and filling out a lot of
standing with all applicable local law en- “accountability” paperwork.
forcement agencies to clearly delineate reIndeed, the Campus Safety and Accountsponsibilities and share information” (af- ability Act is all about closing the proverter sexual assaults have taken place).
bial barn door after the horse is already out
5. Impose penalties on colleges “that and nothing about providing safety before
don’t comply with certain requirements the fact.
under the bill” (after sexual assaults have
On the other hand, the bill will certainly
taken place).
make a lot of people feel good. And, heck,
“We should never accept the fact that isn’t that what Congress is really all about
women are at a greater risk of sexual as- anyway?
sault as soon as they step onto a college
Chuck Muth is president of Citizen Outcampus,” declared Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand reach, a non-profit public policy grassroots
(D-NY). “Students deserve real safety and advocacy organization. He may be reached
accountability instead of empty promises.” at cmuth@lasvegastribune.com.

BEHIND THE MIKE

“I Know All Your Tricks!”

By Michael A. Aun
answer is always nothing.
My home was recently
So you have to have
under full frontal attack
some skin in the game,
from my beautiful grandi.e. something invested.
daughters Ashley and Ava.
For precious little
The ritual eventually
children like Ava and
makes its way to Jiddo’s
Ashley, the skin we put
(Arabic for grandfather)
in the game is the love we
bed, where the game of
give and share with them.
Jiddo Monster is played.
Love is transferred via
In simple terms, the girls
the rituals of the commujump on my bed, as if it’s a
nity. Rituals are estabtrampoline, while I lay at
lished over a course of
the head and attempt to
time, like playing Jiddo
MICHAEL A. AUN
tackle them and tickle their
Monster, as Ava and
toes. Sounds easy? Not! “I know all your Ashley like to call it.
tricks,” proclaimed Ashley as she visited
Yes, they will grow out of that ritual one
us for the Fourth of July. Indeed, she does of these days and it will be replaced with a
know most of them, including how to get new one as they grow up. However, it’s
out of the standard tickle attack.
imperative that we continue to establish
As I hold one granddaughter and tickle new and on-going rituals. For instance, one
her toes, the other goes on the assault by of the gifts we give Ashley and Ava’s pardoing the same thing to my toes. In mo- ents, on their anniversary, is the gift of a
ments, they win with a double team mug- free day so they can enjoy one another. This
ging that would rival that of people five gift is one that gives back because we get
times their size. They do know all my the pleasure of watching them for the day.
tricks... and all my weaknesses.
What’s the next ritual for Ava and
These rituals are the little more than a Ashley? We’re still working on current
deposit in the memory bank that will last a ones, like rating their dives into our swimlifetime for these precious little girls. Mak- ming pool or writing comments into their
ing memories is the role of grandparents journal which I gave them some time ago
and parents.
or who can beat Jiddo the most at tic-tacThese memory models are generally toe. Build some rituals in your life with the
built in our home around holidays and other people who are most important to you. For
family rituals. Rituals are critical to all me, it’s being on the field as ball boy for
healthy communities, be they a community my son Cory who is one of the assistant
of family, a community of football players football coaches at St. Cloud High School.
or even a community of men and women Those nights on the gridiron are in my
fighting to defend our country from those dreams forever, including the night I got
who would do us harm.
decked by a half dozen players as they ven“A community is a social unit of any size tured out of bounds with me in their path.
that shares common values,” so says
Rituals like enjoying charred marsh
Wikipedia. To build a sense of community, mellows at my son Christopher’s house or
it must be structured around values and ritu- watching him dress up like a monster at
als which honor those values. And when Halloween. Rituals like watching my son
values are clear, decisions come easy.
Jason try to earn a spot as a weightlifter for
My wife and I were both blessed to be a the United States Olympic Team.
part of large families, 11 children in my case
As we establish these rituals within our
and 8 children in hers. When you’re part of “family community” we set the tone for
a large group in any community, love is rituals our progeny can inherit. And that,
diluted by the sheer numbers... and multi- after all, is the best trick of all!
plied as well.
Michael Aun is a syndicated columnist
One of the few things I remember from and writes a weekly column for this newsmath class (about a hundred years ago) is paper. To contact Michael Aun, email him
when you multiply anything by nothing the at maun@lasvegastribune.com.

By Mace Yampolsky
closing arguments, which
I just had the 9th Circuit
encouraged the jury to conoverturn a drug conviction
vict on the basis of eviof a client that went to trial
dence not presented at trial.
because she was translatThe court determined
ing telephone conversathat there was a reasonable
tions for her godson, who
probability that the misonly spoke Spanish. In retstatements affected the outrospect, the conversation
come, and they reversed. It
did involve drugs. But, the
sounds great, but the court
question for the jury was,
remanded the case back to
did she know it at the time?
Las Vegas for a new trial. I
She testified that she
am hoping that we can reMACE YAMPOLSKY
did not. Also, she testified
solve it and get her out of
that when she noticed she was being fol- prison. She has already served about 24
lowed by undercover officers, she con- months and she had about 6o more to go.
fronted them and said, “Why are you fol- The US attorneys kept saying that my clilowing me?” As it turned out, they were ent knew that “V” had been deported for
following her godson, “V.” Her godson then distributing methamphetamines. But she
testified, but his testimony differed a bit never said it, and “V” never said it. Befrom what she said he would say: “I’m sorry cause of this, the court reversed.
those undercover cops were following me.”
But the story isn’t over. Hopefully we
He squirreled and was not so definitive; in can make a deal that my client can live with
fact, he said that he did not say that.
or we will just need to try it again. — Mace
My main argument was that there was
Mace J. Yampolsky is a Board Certified
insufficient evidence that she knew what Criminal Law Specialist, 625 South Sixth
was happening for her to be convicted, but St., Las Vegas, NV 89101; He can be
the 9th Circuit rejected that argument. But reached at: Phone 702-385-9777 or fax
they reversed because the prosecutors made 702-385-300. His website is located at:
several misstatements of fact during the www.macelaw.com.

3 Leadership Lessons from the
‘Improbable’ Michael Strahan

By Doug Dickerson
in college and being
They do not love that do
drafted into the NFL was
not show their love — Wileven more improbable.
liam Shakespeare
But he did it.
Among the inductees in
Strahan joins the comthe NFL Hall of Fame
pany of many others who
Class of 2014 was the great
would have been labeled
Michael Strahan from the
as “improbable” by any
New York Giants. He
other standard or measurejoined fellow inductees
ment. Walt Disney was
Derrick Brooks, Ray Guy,
fired from a newspaper for
Claude Humphrey, Walter
“lacking ideas.” Steven
Jones, Andre Red, and
Spielberg dropped out of
Aeneas Williams.
high school and applied to
Strahan is the youngest
DOUG DICKERSON
three film schools but was
of six kids and in his induction speech he unsuccessful due to his “C” average. Presisaid that he is absolutely an “improbable dent Harry Truman was rejected by the U.S.
Hall of Famer,” and an “improbable foot- Military & Naval Academies due to his
ball player.” The son of a career Army man, poor eyesight. Michael Jordan was cut from
Strahan did not grow up playing football. his high school basketball team. What does
He received a scholarship and attended Michael Strahan share in common with all
Texas Southern University where he learned of these people? He refused to be labeled
to play. Another “improbable” moment later and refused to give up. All successful leadcame when he was drafted by the New York ers do this.
Giants.
Humility is refreshing
Michael Strahan played defensive end
For all the success that Michael Strahan
for the Giants for 15 years. He set the NFL’s achieved in his NFL career there is somesingle-season record for the most sacks thing quite refreshing about not forgetting
(22.5) in 2001. He played in 216 games for those who helped and sharing the credit.
the Giants and had a career 141.5 sacks (5th Strahan was remarkably generous in payall-time in the NFL). His final game for the ing homage to those who helped him. StrikGiants came in 2007 with a win over the ing in his remarks was in how he acknowlNew England Patriots in Super Bowl XLII. edged predecessors like Lawrence Taylor
In listening to his Hall of Fame induc- and Howie Long. What was honorable was
tion speech you can’t help but hear the love the way in which he proclaimed his love
not just for the game of football but for the for his parents and proudly admitted to bepeople he credits for his success. From ing a “momma’s boy.”
coaches and teammates that spanned the
The road to success is long and hard and
various generations of his illustrious career, the bonds you forge with those around you
Strahan took time to recognize them all. who share the journey make it all worthHere are three leadership take-aways from while. When you can remain humble
Michael Strahan that are worthy of a closer enough to learn, at any age or at any stage
look.
in your career, it’s a leadership quality worIt’s not when you begin but how
thy of respect and emulation.
Strahan trained and conditioned in GerWhile Strahan’s journey was on a stage
many. He didn’t take up the game of foot- for the entire world to see and enjoy it’s
ball until college — in Texas. By that time not unlike countless others who can and
most of his peers had considerable experi- will do the same. Likely far removed from
ence that would seemingly put him at a dis- the spotlight and fanfare of a Strahan-like
advantage. But he worked hard and learned career, you will serve with the same dethe game and had to be teachable.
gree of passion and purpose.
As a leader it isn’t about when you beIt’s important to remember these three
gin but how. If you work hard, are willing lessons: it’s never too late to reach for your
to learn and apply yourself, then there is no dreams; improbable circumstances don’t
goal in your sights that you can’t reach. Your define you — they only indicate your startage or lack of experience is no match for a ing point; humility is never out of style and
positive attitude and strong work ethic.
will always serve you well. Thank you,
Improbable doesn’t
Michael Strahan, for reminding us.
mean impossible
*****
By all accounts Strahan possessed evDoug Dickerson is a syndicated columery disadvantage imaginable when he nist. He writes a weekly column for this
started out. His lack of experience would newspaper. To contact Doug Dickerson,
surely put him at a disadvantage. Or would email
him
at
ddickerson@
it? Learning and excelling at the game while lasvegastribune.com.
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Patrol Briefings: The Breakfast of Champions
By Norman Jahn
Football season is about to begin. Everyone seems to know that
there is a huddle before most plays
and that is where everyone learns
what the team will do next. The next
‘play’ is called and the team breaks
the huddle and goes out and executes the play.
Prior to the huddle there were
tryouts, training camp, practices, a
playbook, depth chart, a game plan,
and dozens of team meetings. There
were lots of meetings with specialty
units and also lots of time watching videos.
So what does the general public
know about how police officers prepare before they go to work each
shift? One of the first glimpses I
ever had of a police briefing was
during ride-alongs when I was in
college. I then watched Hill Street
Blues and saw similar ‘police’
shows where it appears the police
officers are going over their ‘game
plan’ for the day. But the big ‘myth’
is that this IS occurring and that
cops are given critical officer safety
information and information to
fight crime and apprehend suspects... when the ‘reality’ is that
more often than not, only a minimal amount of information is conveyed. I always felt there wasn’t
enough preparation for duty in
briefings and this was inexcusable!
The general public does not
know that a police supervisor (sergeant) has between 8-14 officers
working for him. Once briefing is
completed, the officer frequently
will have no personal interaction
with a supervisor for the entire shift.
It is possible that the sergeant will
show up on a car stop or on a high
priority call. They are required to
show up when there is a use of force
or a citizen complaint. Supervisors
then see their officers at de-briefing (the end of the shift when the
police reports are reviewed). Members of the community need to
know that officers are largely unsupervised during their shifts.
So what is covered in a patrol
briefing? Officers learn their assignment for the shift which normally includes being given a call
sign and a sector/beat to patrol in
their area command. They also hear
about major crimes that have occurred during prior shifts. They
should also hear about officer safety
information and lessons learned
from unusual incidents as soon as
possible. Officers share information
through a “Multi-Media Patrol
Briefing System.” Additionally,
they hear about policy and procedure changes and other important

Viamensky

NORMAN JAHN
information within the organization. I always emphasized that the
most important part of the shift was
patrol briefing! Others, including
Sheriff Gillespie, apparently don’t
see it that way. They just ‘talked’ a
big game but didn’t (and still don’t)
CARE enough to commit to better
preparation for officers every shift.
The reality is that supervisors are
rushed out of briefing — usually
their officers must be logged on to
the radio and ready for calls within
30 minutes. The shift getting ready
to finish for the day often stops
‘working’ so they can finish reports
and go home on time. Officers often never hear the details or critiques of important incidents (shots
fired by police, pursuits, barricaded
suspects) because there is just not
enough time dedicated to preparation and review. Officers miss information on major incidents at
their station and in the valley —
which now consists of eight or nine
area commands. I know that I often learned more from the news
(TV) than from sitting in a briefing
room. We also solved some serious
crimes by watching video that made
its way to the media (i.e., the homicide of 95-year-old Bertha Meier
during a purse snatch in a grocery
store parking lot) rather than from
information provided by our own
department. There are many examples of this. Some cops care to
be prepared... others just want to get
on the streets and out of sight of
supervisors.
So what is a supervisor to do
when he has as many as 14 officers
to prepare and supervise for 10
hours? Worse yet, what is he or she
to do when the other sergeant(s)
might be on vacation or at training
and you end up with a single supervisor for 20-30 officers on a shift?
Does this sound like a good situation? When our police have the
power to take away LIBERTY or
take a LIFE, shouldn’t they be as
highly prepared as possible (not just
at the academy, but before every
shift)? NOBODY can honestly tell

(Continued from Page 8)
Democrat entrepreneurs of Florida–Paul L. Cejas, Carlos Saladrigas
Gonzales-LLorente, and Alfonso (Alfie) Fanjul — also be investigated?
Is this a matter of being a Republican or a Democrat? I don’t believe
so; it is a matter of principle.
Those three — Cejas, Saladrigas and Fanjul — have been traveling to
Cuba to negotiate with the Cuban government. A total disgrace, considering where they come from.
Paul L Cejas is a native of Cuba born in 1943 who arrived in Miami,
Florida in 1960, at the age of 17. He is chairman and chief executive
officer of PLC investments, Inc. a wholly owned company that manages
portfolio investments, as well as investments in real estate, healthcare
and venture capital projects.
For all those people who are going to write and ask me what it has to
do with even being Republican or Democrat, consider the following:
Mr. Cejas served as Ambassador to Belgium under U.S. President Bill
Clinton In 2008. Mr. Cejas was also a top fundraiser for Hillary Clinton.
Carlos Saladrigas Gonzales Llorente is a native of Cuba, a CPA who
serves as the Chairman and Chief Executive officer of Regis HR at Advance Auto Parts.
Alfonso (Alfie) Fanjul fled Cuba as a young man, leaving behind his
family’s mansions and vast sugarcane fields as they were being wrested
away by the communist Castro regime. In exile in the United States, Fanjul
built an even larger sugar empire.
Now, contrary to what almost anyone, especially Cuban nationals, could
imagine, Alfie Fanjul and his brother have begun to release old grievances and tentatively eye Cuba as a place for them and other U.S. businessmen to expand their enterprises. Fanjul has started visiting the island
of his birth and having conversations with top Cuban officials.
This is what we call disgusting and degrading.
Before Bank of America starts harassing customers who were born in
Cuba but never set foot on the island since Castro took over by orders of
the Department of the Treasury, it is time for the Department of State,
Department of the Treasury, Homeland Security, Internal Revenue Service and every other government entity to begin investigating those Cuban nationals doing business with communist Cuba, enemy of the United
States of America.
Perly Viasmensky is the General Manager of the Las Vegas Tribune.
She writes a weekly column in this newspaper. To contact Perly Viasmensky,
email her at pviasmensky@lasvegas tribune.com.

citizens in Las Vegas that patrol
briefings are as effective as they
need to be!
Current technology allows officers to see pictures of suspects and
videos of crimes but nothing replaces a commitment to quality.
Rushing officers out to the streets
with minimal preparation (NO
game plan) is crazy. I remember
very clearly the time when I didn’t
even know that we could no longer
use the taser (electronic control device) on a suspect in handcuffs even
though that procedural change had
taken place several months prior. I
tried to stay up to date and be a conscientious and professional officer
but it is really impossible unless
there is time to read new procedures, discussing scenarios, and
clarify expectations. It is also difficult to change without having the
time to practice or role play or do
dynamic training.
Most patrol squads get a training night ONCE per month! When
a new sergeant is promoted, his/her
first opportunity to really meet and
make an impression on a squad
could be several weeks after they
start working together. The interaction between a police supervisor
and a squad of officers does not
even compare to that of a coach/
player. Again — policing involves
important decisions and high risk
activity but the status quo will remain until true leaders change it.
The public would be startled and
disappointed if they knew how little
‘game planning’ was taking place
in many police departments.
I tried to focus attention on the
importance of patrol briefings. I did
this as a supervisor and I even offered to do it when I was on relief
of duty—waiting for the orchestrated termination to come down
from Sheriff Gillespie. Instead of
staying home (with pay) for 18
weeks, I suggested that I could
make the rounds at each briefing
and put on a presentation about the
importance of briefings. I had a
‘program’ that I had been working
on for several years that included
‘success stories’ for fighting crime
by being informed. My offer was
promptly rejected — they didn’t
want a sergeant who couldn’t tell
the truth about “crossing the street”
going around trying to improve effectiveness and officer safety.
I still have lots of documents that
I prepared and forwarded up my
chain of command well before they
decided that I would no longer wear
a badge. Just two weeks before
crossing the street, I provided the
following input in response to Captain Fasulo’s requests to supervisors.
Regarding PATROL BRIEFINGS: Should be conducted by a
sergeant every shift (A/S Moody’s
position). The most important part
of our day! Sergeant returning from
RDO’s can update his squad more
extensively... leaving the other
squad to spend less time in briefing
on items already covered. Outstanding results when done consistently and correctly (this is the game
plan for the shift). Information
sharing is important... develop criteria for what is mandatory entry
material. Officer safety information
is often presented... keep our officers safe. We need at least 30 min-

utes — if we are expected to cover
directives etc... Many officers are
not keeping up with directives now...
because they don’t check their email and we don’t distribute or always read new directives to them.
Lots of important information is not
getting delivered. Debriefings are
also very important... secure times
need to be established and officers
should be required to check e-mail
before they get dismissed at the end
of a shift (30 minutes early every
day for some officers who also want
an E/O on their training days).
I even tried writing a procedure
to formalize the process and make
more uniform at all area commands:
It is the policy of this department
to provide timely information to
employees for fighting and reducing crime, for enhanced officer
safety, and for sharing important
administrative information. CRITERIA FOR ENTRY IN ELECTRONIC BRIEFING SYSTEM Information on major incidents,
crimes committed, and where there
is a need for investigative followup will be entered into the EBS by
individual officers (or at the direction of supervisors) prior to securing at the end of the shift. Officers
will enter the information and supervisors will approve and monitor the entry in conjunction with the
report review and approval process
at debriefing.
This fell on deaf ears. It was
more ‘sexy’ for support to be given
to ‘going Rambo’ than planned and
effective policing.
I even created checklists to be
used by supervisors and at the top
of each briefing checklist was the
‘vision’ for the LVMPD which was
TO BE THE SAFEST COMMUNITY IN AMERICA. The truth of
the matter is that Metro was not
doing enough — not even pretending to have high quality briefings
each shift and the community has
paid the consequences.
I also proposed that we move
toward PREPARED POLICING
WITH A PLAN where I wrote: We
can be more PREPARED to Police
with a Plan when we strive to have

Maramis

more informative briefings and if
we are able to leave briefing knowing not only where crimes have already happened, but also, know
who we need to be watching, where
they are living, and what vehicles
they are driving. If we wanted to
start with requiring that information regarding arrests for ACTION
CRIMES is to be entered ASAP we
would have much better prepared
officers. We could even have a light
duty officer do Patrol Briefing entries (for CCAC only) after reviewing reports in the wire basket each
morning.
I was repeatedly commended for
my contributions to the patrol briefing system by my direct supervisor
but he paid the price for supporting
me — quite a pathetic state of affairs!
Before closing, I just don’t want
to miss the opportunity to cite an
outstanding article by Dale Stockton that I just saw in a police magazine. It was entitled, LET THEM
SHINE and contained a subtitle:
Rather than feeling threatened,
leaders should recognize talent,
hard work & creative energy.”
Here are some excerpts:
“We eat our own, he said. I
clearly recall my former chief making this comment several years ago.
Law enforcement has a tendency to
embrace the negative and minimize
the positive when it comes to our
own people, he was saying. This
would seem out of place in a profession that claims to encourage
personnel to improvise and empower them with autonomy.”
Stockton also wrote about having lunch with a respected law enforcement trainer who was getting
ready to retire. The trainer had created a booklet about the laws of
power. The first law—Never outshine the master — don’t look better than your boss or else you’ll pay
the price. So true as applied to the
megalomaniacs at Metro!
He went on to explain that he
was a little skeptical but then he remembered the comment about “eating our own” from his former chief.
(See Jahn, Page 11)

(Continued from Page 8)
silence or actual words that indicate a person’s pain or depression. We
can learn how to deal with it, when to call in help, when to suggest it
might need treatment or medication. We can be sure to offer our “ear”
and our time to such a one, which might be that person’s saving grace.
Another friend of mine from long ago once told me that he never felt
love from his mother and father and had no reason for living. He had no
love, no job, no purpose, and not even any circle of friends. Yet somehow
he was telling me all that, so he must have had me. I took it upon myself
to find him a job, which led to his purpose, and helped him to understand
the love of a friend. He went on to find happiness in his work and eventually got married and had a family.
Remaining alive is not the whole purpose behind not committing suicide. Finding a purpose and finding some measure of happiness seem to
be pretty near the top. Keeping the family together and not giving them
any reason to feel guilt and regret and pain over your taking your own life
is a big thing to throw into the mix.
We really do have enough ready-made misery in this world and even
not listening to the news is not going to keep it from our door. We need
more cheering up, more laughter, more loving gestures that will put and
keep smiles on our faces and in our hearts.
We need to tune in to our brothers and sisters around us and ask if we
can help. Sometimes a few minutes of our time is all it might take. To
show we care. To listen. To give a little encouragement. To suggest they
see their doctor. To offer to go with them. To let them call you if they feel
the need to talk.
The suicide of a loved one should never be the news of the day.
Maramis Choufani is the Managing Editor of the Las Vegas Tribune.
She writes a weekly column in this newspaper. To contact Maramis, email
her at maramis@lasvegastribune.com.
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Does a Contract Have to Be in Writing to Be Enforceable?
By Zachariah Parry
Every day, countless contracts
are formed. When you purchase a
song online, book a flight, or post a
listing on Craigslist, you are entering into a contract. Unlike the laws
regarding crimes and torts, which
impose criminal and civil liability
based on societal standards regarding behavior, contract law governs
only those who voluntarily agree to
be bound in exchange for some benefit from the other contracting party.
Contracts are everywhere. Yet,
in spite of their ubiquity, misconceptions about their validity and
enforceability abound. Some assume that if they don’t read a contract, they cannot be bound to it
(they can). Others believe that if
they sign a false name, they can
escape the contract’s consequences
just by showing that the name on
the contract isn’t theirs (they cannot, and they may be opening themselves up to fraud charges besides).
Others presume that only handwritten—not typed—signatures bind
the signors (not true; typographic
signatures are just as valid as holographic ones). One of the most
prevalent misconceptions about
contract law is the belief that if a
contract is not in writing, it is not

On The
Legal
Front

By Zachariah B. Parry

enforceable.
Although it is true that certain
agreements must be in writing,
most contracts are binding regardless of whether pen is put to paper.
The rule requiring certain contracts
to be in writing to be enforceable is
called the statute of frauds.
The rule originated in 17th Century England. At the time, the rules
forbade both parties to a contract
and their spouses from testifying,
including when the trial involved
the enforcement of a contract. Thus,
using witnesses to perpetrate fraud
was common. Parliament enacted
the statute of frauds in 1677 as a
salutary means to minimize fraud
in the courtroom for contract cases.
When enacted, the statute of

“Dress Up And
Be Somebody!”
By The Duke of Fremont Street
Years and years ago, when I was
a small boy staying with my grandparents in rural Missouri for part of
my summer vacations, I remember
waking quite early each morning to
the aroma of strong coffee percolating and bacon sizzling on the
stove.
Cloudy-eyed, half awake and
half asleep, I’d start my day watching my grandfather as he sat at the
kitchen table sipping his piping
black coffee out of his saucer as he
intently pondered over the many
things grandfathers ponder. Not one
time did I arise before this country
gentleman.
Grandpa was always immaculately dressed. Daily he’d wear a
stylish suit, a crisp starched shirt
and silk tie, highly polished footwear and a snappy fedora or Western style Stetson. He would start my
day with parables of days gone by
or short limericks illustrating many
of life’s lessons to be learned. To
this day, many of his wise words
and parables still resonate in my
mind. In particular he often said:
“Dress up and be somebody!” At
the time the words went in one ear
and out the other; however, over the
years I have never forgotten his
wise consul and live by his words
to this day.
Based on years of observations
and comments, I believe one of the
most recognizable facets of my persona is my attire. I attribute much
of my attitude towards fashion to
his grandfatherly guidance. With
that being stated, I personally am
distressed that today, for the most
part, my grandfather’s wise words
fall on deaf ears. As you, the reader,
are already aware, we live in a
world where dining establishments
have to plead with and beg their
patrons to put clothes and shoes on
before entering. I’m troubled that
the vast majority of people I meet
have totally forsaken fashion and
style and insist on being sloppy and
disheveled.
I’m addressing everyone, not
just today’s youth. Most 60-yearold men dress like 9-year-olds today with their baggy shorts, “wifebeater” tee shirts and flip-flops. Oh,
and let’s throw in a backwards ball
cap to top off this ensemble. I’ve

frauds required six kinds of contracts to be in writing and signed:
contracts by a will’s executor to pay
a debt of the estate with the
executor’s assets; contracts in consideration of marriage (like a
dowry); contracts to be performed
more than a year after formation;
contracts for the sale of land; contracts where one party guarantees
the debt of another; and contracts
for the sale of goods with prices of
at least ten pounds sterling.
After the enactment of the statute of frauds, if a party brought allegations that a contract of this kind
had been breached, but there was
no signed writing to prove it, the
case was dismissed for want of a
valid contract.
The statute purportedly served
three main functions: first, decrease
fraud on the courts by requiring
more reliable evidence; second, to
provide a cautionary warning to
those entering into these types of
agreements; and third, to provide
guidance to negotiating parties as

Jahn

The Duke of Fremont Street

been approached by many that have
said, “Man, you look great. I used
to dress like you.” Although I always acknowledge the compliment
and offer my gratitude, I refrain
from commenting on how I really
feel:
“What happened? Did you die?
Why do you think personal appearance no longer matters?”
Well, enough about my disappointment with American’s fashion
statements today. On a positive note
I come in contact with many that
resist this deplorable trend, individuals such as Nelson Sardelli,
Dondino Melchiorre, Angelo
Cassaro, Peter Pavone, Lou
Toomin, John Amato, John J Flood
and Gary Rogers, to name but a few.
When I attend my F.I.O.R.E. meetings and Italian American Club
meetings I am refreshed to witness
other club members that still dress
with style and panache. In my opinion these gentlemen are very positive role models and I wish to recognize them for resisting the popular notion that it is fashionable to
appear homeless. I am especially
thrilled when I see young gentlemen take pride in their appearance.
In my opinion you only live once
and you only have one shot at making a striking first impression.
May I suggest that you harken
to my grandfather’s wise words:
“Dress Up And Be Somebody!”—
Price Catlet Wall

(Continued from Page 10)
He thought back on the people he’d
known over the years who’d been
taken for granted or held back by
their agency. By the end of the week
at a training conference he heard
from several superb trainers “Who
had been minimized or outright disenfranchised by agencies that
they’d served for most of their adult
lives.” He asked, how could this be?
Why do we do this?
He went on to offer an explanation:
“Maybe (police) are just
hardwired to embrace the negative
and slow to acknowledge the positive, let alone believe that someone
with whom we work might actually
be really good at what they do.” As
a sage once told him, “No one
shoots at a burned-out light bulb.”
Reflecting on what the 30-year
veteran had said about ‘outshining
the master’ and how it could deal a
death blow to your career, he asked,
“Are there really LE leaders out
there who are so insecure, so selfindulgent, that instead of supporting individual growth, they stifle
and discourage?” Unfortunately,
he concluded the answer was YES.
Stockton concluded; “This is
wrong. It counters everything that
good leadership demands. Those
who have a position of authority
have a responsibility to their subordinates and their organization to
encourage development of expertise. They must expand skill sets to
improve the overall capabilities of
the agency. Rather than feel threatened because they might not know
as much as a developing specialist,
leaders should recognize talent,
hard work and creative energy.
Doing so motivates others, and
nothing improves the reputation of
an agency more than quality people
with specialized skills that can benefit other departments when
needed. Think of individual proficiency and capability as a resource
that can pay tremendous dividends
— not as competition. Rather than
feeling threatened, leaders should
be proudly promoting those who
excel. Doing otherwise isn’t only

to when their contract was actually
formed.
When the United States declared
its independence from England, it
nonetheless adopted much of
England’s laws, including the statute of frauds. Currently in England,
the only remnant of the original
statute of frauds is the requirement
involving a guarantee of the debt
of another; all other former requirements have been repealed.
In the United States, however,
every state has adopted some version of the statute of frauds.
Nevada’s statute of frauds is set
forth in various sections of the Nevada Revised Statutes. It renders the
following types of contracts unenforceable unless in writing and
signed by the party against whom a
claim is brought:
—Agreements that, by their
terms, are not to be performed
within one year from their formation;
—A promise to answer for the
debt of another;
—A promise made upon consideration of marriage (like a prenuptial agreement);
—A promise or commitment
made by a person engaged in the
business of lending money or extending credit to loan or extend
credit of at least $100,000;
—A promise to pay a fee for
getting a loan for another person, if
the fee is at least $1,000;
—All marriage contracts and
settlements (like a stipulated divorce decree);

—All contracts for the sale of
any real estate;
—Every grant or assignment of
any existing trust; and
—A contract for the sale of
goods for the price of $500 or more.
Although seemingly simple,
there are nuances to the laws and
exceptions. For instance, if the parties involved in the transaction involving goods valued at more than
$500 are merchants, different rules
apply. And if these goods have been
accepted and either paid for or received, a writing is no longer required.
As a practical matter, even
though most oral contracts are still
enforceable, their terms and the fact
of their formation are much harder
to prove. And because memories
fade much quicker than writings,
the statute of limitations in Nevada
to enforce an oral contract is shorter
(four years) than for the enforcement of written contracts (six
years).
If in doubt, you should put your
agreement in writing. And if you
have questions about an agreement
you have made or are contemplating making, you should consult
with an experienced contract attorney.
*****
Zachariah B. Parry is a civil litigation attorney and partner at his
firm, Pickard Parry. He can be
reached at 702-910-4300, through
his firm’s website at www.
pickardparry.com, or his direct
email, zach@pickardparry.com.

selfish and short-sighted, it’s foolish.”
I think it is a legitimate question
for the remaining sheriff candidates
to be asked about personnel management, promotions, discipline,
and PREPARING their officers for
each shift, but it seems that these
‘internal’ issues are rarely addressed. Readers, feel free to ask
Larry Burns and Joe Lombardo
some specific questions about topics like these the next time you have
an opportunity to do so — and see

if they give you an answer or dance
around the ‘meat’ of the problems
at Metro.
*****
Norm Jahn is a former LVMPD
lieutenant, who has also served as
a police chief in Shawano, Wisconsin, and has nearly 25 years of police experience. Jahn now contributes his opinions and ideas to help
improve policing in general, and in
Las Vegas in particular, through his
weekly column in the Las Vegas
Tribune.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR Trickle-down Corruption, Part 2: How
God Bless all our men and a fake economy worships a phony God
women who serve and served

Letter from an airline pilot: He writes:
My lead flight attendant came to me and said, “We have an H.R. on
this flight.” (H.R. stands for human remains.) “Are they military?” I asked.
“Yes,” she said.
“Is there an escort?” I asked.
“Yes, I’ve already assigned him a seat.”
“Would you please tell him to come to the flight deck. You can board
him early,” I said.
A short while later, a young army sergeant entered the flight deck. He
was the image of the perfectly dressed soldier. He introduced himself and
I asked him about his soldier. The escorts of these fallen soldiers talk
about them as if they are still alive and still with us.
“My soldier is on his way back to Virginia,” he said. He proceeded to
answer my questions, but offered no words.
I asked him if there was anything I could do for him and he said no. I
told him that he had the toughest job in the military and that I appreciated
the work that he does for the families of our fallen soldiers. The first
officer and I got up out of our seats to shake his hand. He left the flight
deck to find his seat.
We completed our pre-flight checks, pushed back and performed an
uneventful departure. About 30 minutes into our flight I received a call
from the lead flight attendant in the cabin. “I just found out the family of
the soldier we are carrying, is on board,” she said. She then proceeded to
tell me that the father, mother, wife and 2-year old daughter were escorting their son, husband, and father home. The family was upset because
they were unable to see the container that the soldier was in before we
left. We were on our way to a major hub at which the family was going to
wait four hours for the connecting flight home to Virginia.
The father of the soldier told the flight attendant that knowing his son
was below him in the cargo compartment and being unable to see him
was too much for him and the family to bear. He had asked the flight
attendant if there was anything that could be done to allow them to see
him upon our arrival. The family wanted to be outside by the cargo door
to watch the soldier being taken off the airplane. I could hear the desperation in the flight attendant’s voice when she asked me if there was anything I could do. “I’m on it,” I said. I told her that I would get back to her.
Airborne communication with my company normally occurs in the
form of e-mail like messages. I decided to bypass this system and contact
my flight dispatcher directly on a secondary radio. There is a radio operator in the operations control center who connects you to the telephone of
the dispatcher. I was in direct contact with the dispatcher. I explained the
situation I had on board with the family and what it was the family wanted.
He said he understood and that he would get back to me.
Two hours went by and I had not heard from the dispatcher. We were
going to get busy soon and I needed to know what to tell the family. I sent
a text message asking for an update. I saved the return message from the
dispatcher and the following is the text:
“Captain, sorry it has taken so long to get back to you. There is policy
on this now and I had to check on a few things. Upon your arrival a
dedicated escort team will meet the aircraft.
The team will escort the family to the ramp and plane side. A van will
be used to load the remains with a secondary van for the family. The
family will be taken to their departure area and escorted into the terminal
where the remains can be seen on the ramp. It is a private area for the
family only.
When the connecting aircraft arrives, the family will be escorted onto
the ramp and plane side to watch the remains being loaded for the final
leg home. Captain, most of us here in flight control are veterans. Please
pass our condolences on to the family. Thanks.”
I sent a message back telling flight control thanks for a good job. I
printed out the message and gave it to the lead flight attendant to pass on
to the father. The lead flight attendant was very thankful and told me,
“You have no idea how much this will mean to them.”
Things started getting busy for the descent, approach and landing. After
landing, we cleared the runway and taxied to the ramp area. The ramp is
huge with 15 gates on either side of the alleyway. It is always a busy area
with aircraft maneuvering every which way to enter and exit. When we
entered the ramp and checked in with the ramp controller, we were told
that all traffic was being held for us.
“There is a team in place to meet the aircraft,” we were told. It looked
like it was all coming together, then I realized that once we turned the
seat belt sign off, everyone would stand up at once and delay the family
from getting off the airplane. As we approached our gate, I asked the copilot to tell the ramp controller we were going to stop short of the gate to
make an announcement to the passengers. He did that and the ramp controller said, “Take your time.”
I stopped the aircraft and set the parking brake. I pushed the public
address button and said, “Ladies and gentlemen, this is your Captain speaking I have stopped short of our gate to make a special announcement. We
have a passenger on board who deserves our honor and respect. His Name
is Private XXXXXX, a soldier who recently lost his life. Private XXXXXX
is under your feet in the cargo hold. Escorting him today is Army Sergeant XXXXXXX. Also, on board are his father, mother, wife, and daughter. Your entire flight crew is asking for all passengers to remain in their
seats to allow the family to exit the aircraft first. Thank you.”
We continued the turn to the gate, came to a stop and started our shutdown procedures. A couple of minutes later I opened the cockpit door. I
found the two forward flight attendants crying, something you just do not
see. I was told that after we came to a stop, every passenger on the aircraft
stayed in their seats, waiting for the family to exit the aircraft.
When the family got up and gathered their things, a passenger slowly
started to clap his hands. Moments later more passengers joined in and
soon the entire aircraft was clapping. Words of God Bless You, I’m sorry,
thank you, be proud, and other kind words were uttered to the family as
they made their way down the aisle and out of the airplane.
They were escorted down to the ramp to finally be with their loved
one.
Many of the passengers disembarking thanked me for the announcement I had made. They were just words, I told them, I could say them
over and over again, but nothing I say will bring back that brave soldier.
[We] respectfully ask that all of you reflect on this event and the sacrifices that millions of our men and women have made to ensure our freedom and safety in the USA, Canada, Australia New Zealand, England...
*****
Editor’s Note: A footnote attached to this letter may not have been
written by the pilot. It states:
“Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they protect us, bless them and their families for the selfless acts they perform for
us in our time of need. In Jesus’ name, Amen.”
Of all the gifts you could give a Marine, Soldier, Sailor, Airman, &
others deployed in harm’s way, prayer is the very best one.
GOD BLESS YOU!!! Bring the rest home safe and sound. We need to
be there for them now more than ever.

By Thomas A Nagy
Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
Previously I wrote that many
people in this country, and by inference throughout the developed
world, have displaced traditional
religion so that government has
become the true religion of the
people. Unfortunately, too, all levels of government are corrupt.
Secularism, rather than cure the
ubiquitous ills of society, does exactly the opposite. Those who believe otherwise are delusional, and
they are so not merely from selfindulgent wishful thinking but also
because they are led into their delusional states by those who can so
lead them.
By now most of us know that the
economic crash of 2007-2008 was
the result of corrupt practices in
banking and real estate. These balloons were obvious while values
were being inflated by “professional” bankers creating credit out
of thin paper, plastic and cyber digits by the privately owned Federal
Reserve System. By popular demand, millions of common middleclass people entered real estate
speculation and easy-credit crazes.
This demand created the illusion of
billions of dollars of profits at
higher levels in the Keynesian Economic Pyramid. At the same time,
most of the voices in the smaller yet
more sensible Mises School of Economics raised warning shouts.
Our governments are corrupt
largely because they are locked into
the Keynesian system of centralized
economic power. The Federal Reserve is empowered to determine
how much money and credit is circulating around the globe, and all
governments in this nation are
forced to worship at that Federal
Reserve Temple. Because our educational system has been corrupted
very few attain a classical education. This is to say, far too few of
us learn from history and fewer still
understand that the Federal Reserve
emulates Roman emperors in its
power to coin money and central
control of economic behavior.
Rome relied upon slave labor in
order to produce its concentration
of luxury in the hands of a few citizens. This is why by duplicating
Roman society our economy can
only suppress wages and middle
class standards. Roman elites controlled much of the food supply to
the empire’s major population centers; mega-corporations are doing
this today to an even greater extent.
In reaction to the Great Recession of 2007-2008 and beyond,
government worshippers led by

corporate media demanded that federal government actions should
“create jobs.” The Great American
Experiment in Freedom and Selfreliance was proven by this demand
to be defeated. Again, ignorance of
recent history prevailed. Erased
from American education was the
simple fact that a major segment of
Americans worked for themselves
in family-owned businesses, a great
many of these family farms, until
the Great Depression of 1929-1933.
Bankers then manufactured a depression to begin confiscation of
small independent family businesses. That Keynesian hammer
still pounds self-reliant family businesses into the ground. Consequently, very few dissenting voices
can be heard, pointing out that longterm economic health and prosperity depend on a far larger segment
of this population working for
themselves.
Today, the percentage of workers, including those out of work but
looking, hovers around 63 percent.
Thirty-seven percent of workingage people are not in the workforce,
adding up to more than 102 million
potential workers. The actual number of people with jobs has dropped
by more than two million during the
last six years. We are told recently
that adding about 200,000 “new”
jobs is something to celebrate because this lowers an official “unemployment rate” to 7.3 percent. Carefully looking at conflicting numbers
provides hard evidence that the
government system that produces
them is corrupt. Discounting real
people thrown out of a workforce
for the convenience of producing a
meaningless statistic doesn’t make
our economy healthy.
What will make this or any
economy healthy is having a larger
segment of its population become
self-reliant over a long term. It appears safe to say that at least twentyfive percent, if not a minimum of
thirty-seven percent, of Americans
ought to move into that class in order to rebuild a healthy economy.
Those who attain self-reliance tend

to understand the importance of living within the means produced, and
are able to produce and retain a surplus. This is exactly how wealth in
this country was built until the hostile takeover of Keynesian bankers
in 1929.
But our present system of government precludes any change in
substance in the American way of
life. We are taught — and are expected — to absorb and accept as
if true all government pronouncements that we are in economic recovery and building a healthy
economy. It’s no coincidence that
our very lives have been turned over
to a corrupt, for-profit “healthcare
system” that is actually a diseasemanagement system. Healthcare
economics rely on people dying off
prematurely in order to make disease care “affordable,” meaning
manageable and profitable. Overall
economic metrics rely on people
dropping out, or “dying out” of the
workforce, many by being added to
the ranks of disabled workers prohibited from full-time employment,
others by suppression of talent, and
more than two million by incarceration. Keeping more than one hundred million people out of the
workforce adds nothing to the wellbeing of American economic behavior, although it seems to sustain
over a short time the illusion of low
unemployment and recovery.
History teaches that no system
of centralized control, from Rome
to the present day, is sustainable
over a long period. Human nature
dictates that only corrupt people
seek and attain the highest levels of
control and dominance over others
within these systems. Only the most
corrupt seek such power, and it follows that only those who prove
themselves to be the most corrupt
are invited into the inner circles of
power.
Thomas A. Nagy is the author of
Cannabis Consumer Handbook
available at Amazon.com, and the
blog
ReGeneration
at
blogspot.com. Email direct at:
thomas.a.nagy717@gmail.com.
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EarthTalk is written and edited by Roddy Scheer and Doug Moss
and is a registered trademark of E - The Environmental Magazine (www.emagazine.com). Send questions to:
earthtalk@emagazine.com. Subscribe: www.emagazine.com/
subscribe; Free Trial Issue: www.emagazine.com/trial.
Dear EarthTalk: What ever
happened to the idea of turning
Mt. St. Helens into a national
park? — Esther Monaghan, Boston, MA
Mt. St. Helens, one of the less
prominent yet massive peaks of
Washington State’s Cascade Range,
made history on May 18, 1980 by
erupting with the force of 500
atomic bombs, devastating 230
square miles of formerly verdant
forest and killing 57 people. After
considerable debate about what to
do with the decimated landscape in
the aftermath, Congress sided with
scientists advocating it be left alone
for research and education. In 1982
Congress created the 172-squaremile Mt. St. Helens National Volcanic Monument to be managed by
the U.S. Forest Service, which had
already been overseeing the forests
on the flanks of the mountain as part
of the surrounding 1.3 million acre
Gifford Pinchot National Forest.
Federal budget cuts coupled
with diminishing visitation led the
Forest Service to close one of its
two primary visitor centers at Mt.
St. Helens and scale back on its interpretive and management services. At that point, representatives
from surrounding communities and
environmental groups and U.S.
Senator Maria Cantwell came together in an effort to convince Congress to switch Mt. St. Helens over
to a national park, which would
ensure a larger funding pool for
visitor services and amenities and
ideally spur more visitation, which
would in turn mean more business
for struggling local communities.
Instead of pushing for national
park status, however, Cantwell and
her Congressional colleagues asked
the Forest Service to detail how
they plan to protect Mt. St. Helens

while expanding visitor services
and recreational opportunities. The
Forest Service subsequently put
into place a new plan which, with
help from the recently formed Mt.
St. Helens Institute, would expand
services and explore new options
for overnight visitation. Tourism
has since grown, but many still
want to see Mt. St. Helens a national
park.
Indeed, recent research by
Michigan State University shows
that national parks are huge economic engines, pumping nearly $13
billion in economic activity into
gateway communities while supporting 250,000 jobs. “For every
dollar spent on national parks, four
dollars are returned to the economies of gateway communities,”
says Sean Smith, policy director for
the National Parks Conservation
Association. “More than seven million people visited Washington’s
national parks last year alone and
national parks nationwide received
near record-breaking visitors, despite one of the toughest economies
in decades.”
But perhaps more important,
says Smith, is that Mt. St. Helens
“is likely the most iconic American
landscape currently not in the national park system [with] natural,
cultural and historic wonders on par
with other parks such as Olympic,
Zion, and Crater Lake.” He adds
that national park status would better protect Mt. St. Helens’ natural
treasures from potential housing
developments and even a proposed
open pit gold mine that would be
visible from the main visitor center
and would decimate one of the most
remote and pristine parts of the
Gifford Pinchot National Forest
adjacent to Mt. St. Helens’ lower
flanks.

The Center for Biological Diversity found that the Endangered Species Act (ESA) had a very successful
recovery rate, with some 90 percent of species recovering at the rate specified by their recovery plans. The
recovery of the Yellowstone Grizzly Bear is considered to be an ESA success story.
While the debate continues, Mt. Council is grateful to the ESA for esis that the majority of listed speSt. Helens remains an amazing ex- the continued existence of grizzly cies have not enjoyed protection for
ample of Mother Nature’s fury and bears in and around Yellowstone long enough to warrant an expecher restorative powers. Whether it’s National Park. “After listing, the tation of recovery yet. “80 percent
a national monument or a national government cleaned up the massive of species have not yet reached their
park, it’s well worth a visit.
garbage problems in Yellowstone expected recovery year,” reports
*****
Park, which reduced the habituation CBD, adding that on average speDear EarthTalk: Do environ- of bears to human foods — a pat- cies have been listed for just 32
mentalists think the Endangered tern that often leads to grizzly years, while their recovery plans
Species Act has been a success or deaths,” she reports. Commercial required 46 years for success. This
failure with regard to protecting sheep herds were moved out of core recent study’s findings echo the rebiodiversity in the U.S.? — Ron grizzly habitat while hundreds of sults of an earlier (2006) analysis
McKnight, Trenton, NJ
miles of roads on public lands in in the Northeastern U.S. that found
While that very question has the region were closed to improve some 93 percent of federally listed
been a subject of debate already for the iconic bears’ chances for sur- species there were stabilized or imdecades, most environmental advo- vival. The result: The Yellowstone proving since getting ESA proteccates are thankful such legislation grizzly population more than tion and 82 percent were on track
is in place and proud of their gov- doubled while human/bear interac- to meet recovery goals. “When
ernment for upholding such high tions and incursions by hungry griz- judged in the light of meeting restandards when it comes to preserv- zlies onto local ranches have de- covery plan timelines for recovery,
ing rare species of plants and ani- clined. “So, by any reckoning, the the Endangered Species Act is remals.
Yellowstone grizzly bear story is an markably successful,” says CBD.
That said, critics of the legisla- ESA success,” concludes Wilcox.
“Few laws of any kind can boast a
tion make some solid points. For
To test whether or not the ESA 90 percent success rate.”
starters, only one percent of species has been effective on a grander
(20 out of 2,000) under the protec- scale, the Center for Biological Dition of the Endangered Species Act versity (CBD), another leading
(ESA) have recovered sufficiently green group, compared for its 2012
to qualify for delisting. And the “On Time, On Target” report the
millions of dollars spent on often actual recovery rate of 110 listed
failed recovery efforts are difficult species with the projected recovery
to justify, especially in these other- rate in their federal recovery plans.
wise tough economic times.
The 110 species occupy all 50 U.S.
But even though the vast major- states, include all major taxonomic
ity of species protected under the groups, and have various listing
ESA have not recovered doesn’t lengths.
undermine the significance of those
CBD found that the ESA had “a
species — bald eagles, gray wolves, remarkably successful recovery
and grizzly bear to name a few— rate: 90 percent of species are rethat have rebounded thanks to for- covering at the rate specified by
ward thinking legislation and wild- their federal recovery plan,” addlife management. Louisa Wilcox of ing: “On average, species recovered
the Natural Resources Defense in 25 years, while their recovery
plan predicted 23 years — a 91 percent timeliness accomplishment.”
CBD also confirmed the hypoth-

Advocates of making Mt. St. Helens into a national park say it would ensure a larger funding pool for visitor
services and amenities and spur more visitation, which would in turn mean more business for struggling
local communities.

lasvegasprintingcenter@gmail.com
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“America’s Got Talent” Murray Sawchuck
holds second successful charity show
By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Red Carpet photos by Sandy
Zimmerman
After their successful charity
event last year, America’s Got Talent Murray Sawchuck and dancer
(Fantasy)/magical assistant Chloe
held a second “Begging’ for Magic”
Charity show.
Murray and his wife Chloe have
been very busy this year as they
each appeared as guest on television shows and at other events.
I interviewed the celebrities and
VIP’s along the red carpet. Michael
“Wheels” Parise, (Tropicana’s
Laugh Factory) described his act,
“I am very crowd interactive. I take
the crowd and bring them all together. I am known as one of the
top insult comedians in the country. At the end of the show, we all
love each other again. It is a battle.”
Known as a comedian in his own
right, Michael appeared as main
opening act for Andrew Dice Clay
for 27 years. “We are at the Hard
Rock Hotel as well as broadcast
“Rolling with Dice and Wheels”
and we have been together ever
since.
I am completely different than
he is. Dice does the dirty stuff and I
do the PG 13 stuff. That is why we
have been together so long.”
In show biz for 30 years,
Michael feels he was born with the
ability to be a comedian and knew
when he was 8 years old. Michael’s
mother only let him watch Johnny
Carson when a comedian appeared.
Michael “Wheels” Parise appears at the Laugh Factory and also
headlines at all of the other comedy clubs in Las Vegas. He added,
“That’s why they call me wheels,
I’m always rolling.”
Lefty performs his-own-slight-

America’s Got Talent celebrity magician Murray SawChuck and dancer (Fantasy-Luxor)/ magical
assistant Chloe Crawford (Fantasy) hosted the “Begging for Magic” charity show for the SPCA.

Lefty appears with his own brand of slight-of-hand magic in Murray SawChuck’s show.

of-hand magic in Murray’s show.
He has known Murray for 17 years
and performed two years in his
show at the Tropicana.
Each person has a different style
of magic. Lefty describes his magic,
“It is like Charlie Chaplain doing
magic- slapstick, very whimsical,
character driven. I think the underdog when the magic happens, surprises me as well as the audience.”
Today this show is special for
charity. Celebrities are attending the
show and some have agreed to appear.
It is not Murray’s usual magic
show, he mixed magic with several
guest celebrity acts. Some celebrities performing were Comedian
Magician Fielding West, British
comedian and writer for Benny Hill,
Lenny Windsor (Laugh Factory),
singer Lisa Marie (Pin Up), singer
Tim Molyneux, magician Mark
Bennick and others.
Lefty is excited to have his own
T-shirt line with a his face and cards
floating around. Murray is also selling his own and there is a little competition here.
America’s Got Talent magician
Murray SawChuck, Chloe and
Lefty appear at the Laugh Factory,
in the Tropicana Hotel. Shows.
Shows 4 p.m.
*****
Award
winning
Sandy
Zimmerman is a syndicated columnist featuring Show and Dining reviews, travel, health, spas, luxury
and more. Sandy is talk show host
of the Las Vegas Today Show programs and Discover the Ultimate
Vacation travel specials. If you want
to suggest topics for articles, for
information or to ask any questions
about Sandy’s articles, call (702)731-6491 or email her at
szimmerman@lasvegastribune.com

Comedian Michael “Wheels” Parise appears as
opening act at comedy clubs around Las Vegas.

Chloe (center) and the other dancers from the Fantasy show at the Luxor.
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America’s Got Talent Murray And
Fantasy Dancer Chloe Did it Again!
This Week
in Las Vegas
By Mike Kermani

By Mike Kermani
Las Vegas Tribune
After their successful charity
event last year, America’s Got Talent Murray Sawchuck and dancer
(Fantasy)/magical assistant Chloe
held a second “Begging’ for Magic”
Charity show for the SPCA.
Murray and his wife Chloe have
been very busy this year with each
appearing as guest on television
shows and at other events.
Lefty performs his-own-slightof-hand magic in Murray’s show.
Lefty describes his magic, “It is like
Charlie Chaplain doing magicslapstick, very whimsical, character driven. I think the underdog
when the magic happens, surprises
me as well as the audience.”
This show was special for charity. Celebrities attended the show
and some agreed to appear.
It is not Murray’s usual magic
show, he mixed magic with several
guest celebrity acts. Some celebrities performing were Comedian
Magician Fielding West, British
comedian and writer for Benny
Hill, Lenny Windsor (Laugh Factory), singer Lisa Marie (Pin Up),
singer Tim Molyneux, magician
Mark Bennick and others.
America’s Got Talent magician
Murray SawChuck, Chloe and
Lefty appear at the Laugh Factory,
in the Tropicana Hotel. Shows.
Shows 4 P.M.
*****

THE SAYERS CLUB
CELEBRATES GRAND
OPENING WITH SWEDISH
POP ARTIST TOVE LO
The Sayers Club’s iconic music
venue kicks-off opening weekend
with amazing live performances,
Aug. 28 — 31. The Sayers Club ,
one of Hollywood’s best-loved live
music venues, opens its doors at
SLS Las Vegas with Swedish pop
star Tove Lo and other live performances to celebrate opening weekend, Aug. 28 — 31.
Grand Opening Weekend lineup
includes:
Thursday, Aug. 28: Tove Lo
The Sayers Club officially opens
with dirrrrty pop sensation, Tove
Lo, as she christens the venue with
her addicting songs and live show.
Recognized by Spotify as one of
“Spotlight on 2014: Next Year’s
Hottest Acts,” the Swedish singersongwriter landed on the Billboard
Hot 100 list with the debut single
“Habits (Stay High),” off her latest
EP, Truth Serum. With sky-scrapping hooks and raw lyrical content,
Tove Lo’s candid performances

continue to draw crowds from
around the world.
Friday, Aug. 29: Battle Fridays
Labor Day weekend debuts
Battle Fridays. The latest concept
from The Sayers Club Curator Jason Scoppa, Battle Fridays features
up-and-coming DJ/Drummer duos
from around the world and showcases their skills simultaneously in
an epic music ‘battle.’ Providing the
high-energy of a professional DJ,
combined with the visual artistry of
a drummer, this interactive musical
experience will let the crowd determine who owns the night.
Saturday & Sunday, Aug. 30-31:
Sessions at The Sayers Club
Sessions at The Sayers Club features live sets by some of the hottest vocal talent in the industry
alongside the incredible house
band. Making every night a mystery, the crowd will never know
who is going to be gracing the
iconic stage. At its exclusive Hollywood location, previous impromptu guests include Prince,
Slash, Florence and the Machine,
Joseph Gordon-Levitt and more.
For more information and to
purchase tickets, please visit
www.thesayersclublv.com.
Following SLS Las Vegas’ debut on August 23, The Sayers Club
hours are as follows: Lounge, Monday — Wednesday 5 p.m. to close
and Thursday — Sunday 5 p.m. to
9 p.m.; Nightclub, Thursday —
Sunday 10 p.m. to close. All guests
must be 21 years or older. Cover
charges may apply.
*****
MEMPHIS MAY FIRE FALL
CO-STAR TOUR WITH
YELLOW CARD &
EMAROSA
Rather than taking time off after
an extremely successful album release tour & lengthy run of international festival appearances, MEMPHIS MAY FIRE are gearing up for
what will be one of their most ambitious tours to date in a co-headlining effort with Yellowcard.
Emarosa will offer additional
support on the month-long Fall tour
that runs from October 16th until
November 16th. “We’ve recently
become great friends with the guys
in Yellowcard and mutually decided
to give our fans the opportunity to
experience a tour like no other this
Fall,” said Matty Mullins. “Too
many bands tour within a singular
genre with similar sounding peers,
which doesn’t offer much excitement.
Our collective decision with
Yellowcard to diversify and break
this mold has us more excited than
we’ve ever been to hit the road and
share the love with all the fans.”
The tour kicks off in Las Vegas
and wraps around the U.S. (with a
date in Toronto), MEMPHIS MAY
FIRE will be supporting their newest studio release,
UNCONDITIONAL, the follow-up to their last album Challenger (2012), which was released
to high acclaim in March via Rise

YELLOW CARD

MEMPHIS MAY FIRE
Records.
Since 2006, The Venue
Tour appearing October 16, at Scottsdale has been known as one
the House of Blues. Pre-sale tick- of the most upscale and high-proets and VIP packages go on sale file locations in the greater PhoeTuesday, August 5th. General on- nix, Arizona area to host special
sale tickets will be available on events, including music concerts,
August 8th.
entertainment shows, charity galas,
*****
wedding ceremonies and recepTHE VENUE LAS VEGAS
tions, meeting conventions and
BREAKS GROUND IN
tradeshows, as well as social events
DOWNTOWN LAS VEGAS
such as proms, reunions, birthdays,
Premier special event facility anniversaries, and more.
from Scottsdale, AZ expands to
Expanding on its success in
Fremont East District in Downtown Scottsdale, The Venue Las Vegas
Las Vegas. Set to open in February will offer the same capabilities as
2015, location will feature 36,000 the original location at its new propsquare feet of event space and bar erty in the heart of downtown Las
& lounge open to the public nightly. Vegas in the Fremont East District.
The Venues Group, a premier
The Venue Las Vegas will feaspecial event and entertainment fa- ture 36,000 square feet of unique
cility group, celebrated the devel- and versatile special event and
opment of its downtown Las Vegas
location with a ceremonial groundbreaking event today.
Executives from The Venue
Scottsdale including Owner and
Founder Victor Perrillo and Vice
President David Twigger, along
with Mayor Carolyn G. Goodman,
commemorated The Venue Las Vegas with a brief press conference
and VIP event to reveal information about the space and showcase
architectural renderings of its future
location, scheduled to open in February of 2015.

meeting space with two full stories
and a rooftop patio, including six
indoor and outdoor event spaces for
parties that can accommodate as
little as 30 or up to 2,000 guests.
Featuring exterior stone work
and interior urban chic dÈcor, the
state-of-the-art event space will also
include a built-in stage and entertainment hall with full audio and
lighting production, on-site gourmet catering with limitless culinary
options, private rooms, outdoor patios, a VIP and billiards area, and
V2 = Virtue & Vice Lounge, an
upscale bar and lounge featuring
specialty drinks and small plates.
V2 = Virtue & Vice Lounge will
be open to the public on a nightly
basis unless occupied for a special
event buyout. Primed with a highly
experienced in-house event design
team, The Venue Las Vegas can customize and execute creatively
themed special events of any size.
Founded by Owner and visionary Victor Perrillo, The Venue Las
Vegas will add 200 jobs to the burgeoning downtown area, at a time
when it is experiencing tremendous
growth and economic upturn. “I’ve
wanted to expand to Las Vegas for
many years, and purchased this land
eight years ago,” said Perrillo. “I
waited to build our second location
until the time was right. With recent investments the community
has made to revitalize downtown,
we felt that this year was the perfect time to develop The Venue Las
Vegas.”
“We’ve noticed there was a real
need for this type of mixed use special event facility in downtown Las
Vegas,” added David Twigger, Vice
President of The Venue Las Vegas
and The Venue Scottsdale. “We began to feel a strong sense of community pride and a commitment to
make downtown a success, and we
wanted to be a part of it.”
*****
Mike Kermani is an entertainment writer for the Las Vegas Tribune newspaper. He writes a weekly
column in this newspaper. To contact Mike Kermani, email
mkermani@ lasvegas tribune.com
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Sydney After Dark announces final
performance at Planet Hollywood Showroom

By Jerry Fink
Las Vegas Tribune
Sydney After Dark, the sensual
female revue from down under, has
announced it will close at the PH
Showroom at Planet Hollywood
Resort & Casino. The final performance date has yet to be determined.
“As they say — bigger isn’t always better, and we learned during
our previews that the beautiful large
room Sydney After Dark debuted
in recently didn’t have the intimate
feeling the show needs to resonate
with the audience in its truest
sense,” said Laura Herlovich, publicist for the show. “We will be announcing our new home soon.”
To purchase tickets to any remaining performances, please visit
the Planet Hollywood Box Office
or Ticketmaster at (800) 745-3000
or www.ticketmaster.com. Sydney
After Dark is performed Thursday
through Tuesday at the PH Showroom inside Planet Hollywood Resort & Casino. Tickets are $39, $59
and $79 plus tax and applicable
fees. An exclusive meet and greet
package, including a VIP ticket and
photo with the glamorous Sydney
After Dark girls, is available for $99
plus tax and applicable fees. All
shows begin at 9:30 p.m. and guests
must be 18 years or older. For more
information and a complete show
schedule,
visit
www.sydneyafterdark.com.
*****
“PAWN SHOP” CLOSES AT
RIVIERA AUG. 21
“PAWN SHOP LIVE! — The
Lost Episode” closes on Thursday,
August 21 at the Starlite Theatre
inside the Riviera Hotel & Casino
*****
NEW SHOW DATES ADDED
FOR OLIVIA NEWTONJOHN’S “SUMMER NIGHTS”
Fans have been “hopelessly devoted” to the show since it opened
in April; Tickets for additional
show dates from Oct. 2014 through
Jan. 2015 go on sale Friday, July
11
Due to popular demand, Olivia
Newton-John will extend her stay
at Flamingo Las Vegas with her
“Summer Nights” residency. Continuing inside the Donny & Marie
Showroom, the beloved internationally-renowned singer-actress
will continue to take audiences on
a musical journey through her life
in film and music through Jan.
2015.
Oct.: 7-11
Nov.: 11-5
Dec.: 9-13, 30, 31
Jan.: 1-3
The celebrated singer, actress,
songwriter and philanthropist has
received rave reviews from fans
and media alike since debuting her
show in April 2014.
*****
COMEDIAN ANGELO
TSAROUCHAS AT THE
NEW TROPICANA
The New Tropicana on the Las
Vegas Strip will be filled with a ton
of laughter the week of August 11,
through Sunday, August 17, with
three of the best stand-up comedians in the business taking the stage
inside the Laugh Factory, located
on the mezzanine level of the famous Hotel/Casino. Headlining the
show will be Angelo Tsarouchas,
who it seems everyone wants to be
his friend, and will feature Chris
Bader, with Kristeen Von Hagan
hosting. The Laugh Factory has two
shows nightly, 8:30 and 10:30 p.m.,
with tickets priced at $34.95 and
$44.95. For further information,
call 702-739-2411 or 800-8299034.

*****
THE VENUE LAS VEGAS
BREAKS GROUND IN
DOWNTOWN LAS VEGAS
Premier Special Event Facility
from Scottsdale, AZ Expands to
Fremont East District in Downtown
Las Vegas Set to open in February
2015, location will feature 36,000
square feet of event space and bar
& lounge open to the public nightly
The Venues Group, a premier
special event and entertainment facility group, celebrated the development of its downtown Las Vegas
location with a ceremonial groundbreaking event today.
Executives from The Venue
Scottsdale including Owner and
Founder Victor Perrillo and Vice
President David Twigger, along
with Mayor Carolyn G. Goodman,
commemorated The Venue Las Vegas with a brief press conference
and VIP event to reveal information about the space and showcase
architectural renderings of its future
location, scheduled to open in February of 2015.
Since 2006, The Venue
Scottsdale has been known as one
of the most upscale and high-profile locations in the greater Phoenix, Arizona area to host special
events, including music concerts,
entertainment shows, charity galas,
wedding ceremonies and receptions, meeting conventions and
tradeshows, as well as social events
such as proms, reunions, birthdays,
anniversaries, and more. Expanding
on its success in Scottsdale, The
Venue Las Vegas will offer the same
capabilities as the original location
at its new property in the heart of
downtown Las Vegas in the Fremont East District.
The Venue Las Vegas will feature 36,000 square feet of unique
and versatile special event and
meeting space with two full stories
and a rooftop patio, including six
indoor and outdoor event spaces for
parties that can accommodate as
little as 30 or up to 2,000 guests.
Featuring exterior stone work and
interior urban chic dÈcor, the stateof-the-art event space will also include a built-in stage and entertainment hall with full audio and lighting production, on-site gourmet
catering
with
limitless
culinaryoptions, private rooms, outdoor patios, a VIP and billiards area,
and more.
*****
A STORY ABOUT
RON ERICKSON FROM
NORM JOHNSON
After several years of retirement,
a long-time friend of this writer, and
a veteran hotel-casino executive,
Ron Erickson is back at work.
Erickson has returned to
Gardnerville , just off the south
shore of Lake Tahoe, to run a legendary cowboy-country casino, saloon and restaurant named
Sharkey’s Nugget , long a hangout
for entertainers like Willie Nelson,
Merle Haggard, and the late Waylon
Jennings. In the 1970s and ‘80s,
Erickson lived in Gardnerville
while doing management stints at
the Sahara Tahoe and Sahara Reno.
Erickson came to Las Vegas in
1964 from Southern California,
where he had been a sports writer
(we were both sports writers for the
Copley Newspapers ), and Ron was
briefly with the Las Vegas Sun ,
before joining the Sands Hotel
where he worked with the top entertainers of those days — Sinatra,
Sammy Davis Jr., Dean Martin, Red
Skelton, Danny Thomas et al. Three
years later he moved to the Sahara
Las Vegas, and a few years later,
Ron moved north as part of the new

Sahara Tahoe management team in
1970. Erickson was responsible for
many of the changes that made the
Sahara Tahoe a real competitor in
the ‘70s and ‘80s, when a change
in the entertainment policy saw attractions like Johnny Cash, Sonny
& Cher, Tom Jones, and Elvis
Presley in the showroom. He was
instrumental in creating the Del
Webb Golf Classic, and “closest to
the pin” play. Golf Digest called it
the best amateur golf tournament in
the country.
Erickson also brought live boxing to the Sahara Tahoe culminated
by a nationally televised bout between Muhammad Ali and Bob
Foster . In those days he dated May
Britt, Sammy’s ex-wife. The pair
became a story on the front page of
the National Enquirer, when it
talked about a marriage that never
occurred. Erickson went on to the
operations management position at
the Frontier Hotel in Las Vegas,
where he and Phil Arce, Frontier
CEO, were responsible for convincing Hughes management to experiment with Siegfried & Roy in the
main show room. Erickson later
managed the Sahara Reno for the
Webb Hotel Corporation.
For the past ten years he has
done consulting projects throughout the country as president of
Southern Gaming... a casino corporation. Renovation projects at

Sharkey’s have already begun. A
new lounge showroom is on the
drawing boards, as is a boutique
hotel room addition all decorated in
country chic. Erickson and wife,
Avis , a stunning blonde and former
Playmate (they met on Hugh
Hefner’s airplane) will soon be relocating to Gardnerville.
*****
SMASH MAGAZINE
PRESENTS SHINY TOY
GUNS AT BACKSTAGE
BAR & BILLIARDS
Smash Magazine alternative
rock group Shiny Toy Guns on Saturday, September 6 at Backstage
Bar & Billiards (601 E. Fremont.
St. Las Vegas). Opening acts will
be announced at a later date. Doors
open at 8 p.m. with the show beginning at 9 p.m. Tickets are $16 in
advance, $18 day of show, plus any
service charges. Tickets can be purchased
online
at
www.smashmagazine.com or
www.ticketfly.com. The show is
21+ with valid ID.
*****
THE IMPROV AT HARRAH’S:
AUG. 12-AUG. 17
The world-famous Improv at
Harrah’s Las Vegas is the longestrunning comedy club on the Las
Vegas Strip. The Improv’s ability to
showcase young comedians, as well
as bring in big names, has attributed to its longevity and success .
Each week, The Improv showcases some of the funniest and
freshest faces in comedy, creating
a show that is always unique and
definitely funny. The comedians
who will perform Aug. 12-Aug. 17
are:
John Melendez: John Melendez
began with “The Howard Stern
Show” as an intern in college. His
“Stuttering John” act landed him on
the air almost immediately interviewing various celebrities.

Melendez’s feature film credits include “Private Parts,” “Dude
Where’s My Car,” “Meet Wally
Sparks,” “Airheads” and “Osmosis
Jones.” Most recently, Melendez
starred in the full-length feature,
“One, Two, Many”, which he wrote
and executive produced.
Derek Jones: For the past four
years, Derek Jones has worked as
the Writer’s Assistant on The Tonight Show with Jay Leno. Jones
has performed in sketches alongside Jay Leno, Jimmy Fallon, Tom
Cruise, Magic Johnson, Adam
Carolla, Bill O’Reilly, Adam
Levine and Mike “The Situation.”
He writes jokes for many celebrity
speeches and written and sold over
450 jokes to date.
Sean Kent: Sean Kent has been
praised for his “endlessly creative
mind.” He has released three highly
rated albums of original material,
which are featured on Pandora and
Sirius/XM Radio. He is recently
known for his starring role on
A&E’s original series “Modern
Dads” and headlining NickMom’s
“NickMom Night Out.” Sean works
to raise awareness by speaking and
performing at a variety of annual
charity events for cancer.
Shows are at 8:30 p.m. and 10
p.m. Tuesday through Sunday. Tickets are $29.05 or $44.95 (plus applicable taxes and fees) for VIP tickets that include special seating, an
Improv t-shirt and post-show meetand-greet with the comics.
Special two-for-one tickets are
also available for locals for the 10
p.m. show. Tickets are available at
Harrah’s Box Office (702-3695223)
and
online
at
www.harrahslasvegas.com.
Jerry Fink is an entertainment
columnist for the Las Vegas Tribune
newspaper and writes a weekly column. To contact Jerry Fink, email
him at jfink@ lasvegastribune.com.
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Kevin James: The King Reigned at the Mirage
By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos supplied by King of
Queens television program and
Public Relations department
It is always special whenever
one of our favorite television sitcom
comedians appears live but seeing
Kevin James and Ray Romano at
the same time was a night to remember!
They are two completely different personalities, two men who
have each perfected their own individual art of comedy. They are
both so popular, that the Mirage
Resort wisely books them alone and
together.
The moment Kevin James
walked on stage, the audience went
wild. Kevin said, “Let’s start this
party” and the fun began! He spoke
about security at the airport, the pictures of the type of things you cannot take on a plane.
Kevin’s examples were so outlandishly funny, very unlikely objects for anyone to try to bring. He
switched the subject to walkers with
tennis balls then discussed people
who want to take his picture but do
not know anything about a camera.
With Kevin’s easy-going conversational-style, he sometimes answered his own questions or asked
the audience to imagine certain
comic situations. Kevin’s used his
acting skills as he dramatized some
of his lines.
He shared a quick peek into his
life with the audience. Kevin’s stories about his wife, Steffiana, two
daughters, and himself were priceless. They meant so much more to
the audience.
Like most people, Kevin complained about eating too much and
was happy he has been losing
weight. In fact, Kevin includes a
routine about one temptation- cinnamon rolls.
Starring as Doug Heffernen,
everybody’s lovable blue-collar
worker, the IPS delivery man on his
hit CBS sitcom series “King of
Queens,” Kevin kept to his televi-

sion image of being every man, a
“regular guy.”
People can identify with Kevin,
his home life and daily problems.
“King of Queens” ran nine years
and is now in syndication in the
United States and around the world.
Kevin was nominated for an
EMMY as outstanding lead actor in
the “King of Queens” comedy series.
Kevin James seems to be able to
find humor in almost any subject.
Kevin’s show is laughs, laughs, and
more laughs! His comedy was a
great look at life as Kevin sees it!
This was a change to find a comedian who did not have to use “X”rated language to be funny.

Kevin James and Ray Romano

Kevin James is refreshing, with
a natural ability to make people
laugh.
Kevin’s talents range further
than being a successful stand-up comedian and television star, he
wrote, produced, and appeared as
the lead in Columbia pictures’ comedy “Paul Blart: Mall Cop,” this
year.
Other films that created a stir
were “I Now Pronounce You Chuck
and Larry” co-starring with Adam
Sandler, in 2007, and his big screen
debut in “Hitch,” with Will Smith,
in 2005.
Their careers seem to be paralleling and connecting through the
years. There is so much to say about
Ray Romano’s exceptional talents
as a stand- up comedian, his down
home-style of comedy, and Megasuccessful sitcom “Everyone Loves

Cast of King of Queens

Raymond”; I reviewed Ray in another feature article.
The Mirage Resort always
schedules great shows call 7927777 or (800) 963-9634. The Mirage Resort is located at 3400 South
Las Vegas Boulevard. Visit the
website www.miragecasino.com.
*****
Award
winning
Sandy
Zimmerman has been involved in
producing television programs, TV
commercials, and travel specials
for 28 years. Sandy is a syndicated
show and dining reviewer, travel
writer, health columnist, professional photographer and talk show
host of the Las Vegas Today Show
and Discover the Ultimate Vacation
travel specials. For information or
questions about any of Sandy’s columns, contact Sandy Zimmerman at
(702)-731-6491.
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What
You Need
To Know

SOCIAL SECURITY AWARENESS

By Dr Nina Radcliff

Reduce Stress and Plan
a Healthy Transition

Let’s look at ways to plan for an A+ year

By Dr. Nina
As calendars turn into August, back-to-school beckons to millions of
families nationwide raising stress levels with increased activities, and
too, jitters as schools and colleges welcome record numbers of students
this fall. August is one of the busiest and most stressful times of the year
for U.S. families (parents and kids) because of commitments with endof-summer events, last minute getaways, and back-to-school checklists.
1. Back-to-School Relief Starts with Communications at Home:
At the top of the list to ease end-of-summer and back-to-school pressures
is for parents and kids to meet together on this subject and talk. Plan a
family meeting. Keep the tone fun with everyone interacting with a calendar that will not only circle back-to-school and related activities but
also mark pleasurable events at school including upcoming breaks for
Thanksgiving and Christmas. Communication is vital; and as you move
forward, keep everyone involved by continuing regular discussions.
2. Planning Ahead is Key: Schools require health information every
year for entering students and as a result, physicians’ offices get extremely
booked. Schedule appointments for annual physicals, immunization vaccinations, and vision tests sooner rather than later. If there are any medications involved during school hours, it is a good time to help youngsters
to understand what the school policy is for administering medications.
Oftentimes the school’s website will provide good insight about health
policies and procedures.
3. Healthy Routines: Elementary school-aged children need 10 hours
of sleep while middle school through high school-aged need 9 1/4 hours.
There are lots of activities that can carve into sleep time, but maintaining
good “sleep hygiene” is paramount for calming the body and setting the
mood for falling asleep (and staying asleep) so we can be alert and at
peak performance during the day. To that extent, encourage relaxing and
soothing behaviors. Have the entire family powerdown televisions,
smartphones, tablets, and whatnot, in order to decompress and engage in
calming activities such as reading, quiet relaxing or listening to music.
Remember, we ‘break our fast’ with breakfast. It has been shown that
students perform better in the classroom because they have better concentration, problem-solving skills, strength, endurance, and hand-eye
coordination. Lunchtime requires some planning and creativity to ensure
balanced meals that include fruit, veggies, and proteins. Keep students
involved in the selection process (grocery store visits and in your kitchen)
as it is an investment that reaps profitable dividends as they learn wise
choices in the process.
4. Safety: At school, in our neighborhoods and at home. The Academy of American Pediatrics website (www.aap.org) is a good safety resource addressing each in great detail for back-to-school. Here is a quick
list for review:
—Younger children should always walk to school with an adult — as
they get older, it may be acceptable to walk by themselves, but a buddy
system is always preferable. Pick a safe route with intersections that have
safety guards even if it means a slightly longer walk (review the route
beforehand) — and remind them to never push, shove, or chase each
other near the street
—When riding a bus, review that they need to arrive early, stay out of
the street, take a seat and always stay seated quietly (with arms and hands
inside the bus) until the bus has come to a safe stop
—For college-bound students, make sure they are familiar with the
area and have a good support system to help them get around campus;
that also applies to new high school drivers (and both may benefit with a
gentle reminder to leave for school earlier)
—As a community we must always watch out for our children at all
intersections and driveways
Whether your student is starting kindergarten or entering college, we
know that transitioning from summer to school is an exciting time of
jitters and great anticipation of what is ahead. Refresh positive memories
along the way for everyone involved. As the school year gets under way,
let’s remind everyone what Dr. Seuss said: “The more that you read, the
more things you will know. The more that you learn, the more places
you’ll go.” So, let’s leave stress behind and communicate — read, learn,
and go places! Have a good transition to a wonderful, healthy school
year!
Dr. Nina Radcliff is dedicated to her profession, her patients and her
community, at large. She is passionate about sharing truths for healthy,
balanced living as well as wise preventive health measures. She completed medical school and residency training at UCLA and has served on
the medical faculty at The University of Pennsylvania. She is a Board
Certified Anesthesiologist and a member of the American Society of Anesthesiologists where she serves on committees for Young Physicians and
Communications. Author of more than 200 textbook chapters, research
articles, medical opinions and reviews; she is often called upon by media
to speak on medical, fitness, nutrition, and healthy lifestyle topics impacting our lives, today.

HELP WANTED

Actors, Models, Extras!
New interviews for jobs in
Las Vegas area. Earn $17$165 hr. All ages & experience levels. 702-530-9176

5 Things to Know About the
Social Security Trust Fund

The program is solvent though 2033, and a tax
increase or benefit cut will fix future shortfalls.
By Emily Brandon
An annual checkup of Social
Security’s finances found that the
program has enough resources to
pay out scheduled benefits until
2033, the same year predicted in last
year’s report. After that, Social Security will only take in enough tax
revenue to pay out 77 percent of
promised benefits. Here’s what you
need to know about the financial
health of the Social Security trust
funds:
Income. An estimated 163 million people paid Social Security
payroll taxes in 2013. Most workers contribute 6.2 percent of their
earnings to the Social Security system, up to $113,700 in 2013, and
employers pay a matching 6.2 percent for each worker. Self-employed workers must contribute
12.4 percent of their paychecks.
These payroll tax contributions
amounted to 726.2 billion in 2013.
The total income of $855 billion
also included 21.1 billion from the
taxation of benefits and $103 billion in interest earnings. The trust
fund reserves, which are invested
in U.S. Treasury securities, earned
3.8 percent interest and grew from
$2,732 billion in 2012 to $2,764
billion by the end of 2013. The trust
fund is expected to continue to grow
through 2019 and reach $2,878 billion at the beginning of 2020.
Expenses. Social Security provided payments to about 58 million
people in 2013. The Social Security system spent $823 billion, most

Emily Brandon
of which was paid out in benefits
(812.3 billion) or used for administrative expenses (6.2 billion). Administering the program cost 0.7
percent of total expenditures in
2013.
Projected deficit. Beginning in
2020, the cost of paying out benefits is expected to exceed tax and
interest revenue and the trust funds
will be used to pay out benefits. The
trust fund balances are projected to
decline to $2,698 billion by the end
of 2023 and be depleted in 2033.
At that time tax revenue is projected
to be sufficient to pay out 77 percent of scheduled benefits.
Shifting demographics. There
were about 2.8 workers for every
Social Security recipient in 2013,
but there is only expected to be 2.1
workers for every beneficiary in
2035. “The retirement of the baby
boom generation will increase the
number of beneficiaries much faster
than the number of workers increases, as subsequent lower birth
rate generations replace the baby

boom generation at working ages,”
according to the Social Security
Board of Trustees report. “The ratio of workers to beneficiaries
reaches 2.1 by 2035 when the baby
boom generation will have largely
retired, with a further gradual decline thereafter due to increasing
longevity.”
Potential fixes. There are a variety of ways to prevent the trust
funds from running out of money
within 20 years, including a tax increase, benefit cut or combination
of the two approaches. The Trustees calculated that an immediate 1.4
percent payroll tax increase for both
workers and employees (2.83 percent for the self-employed) would
make the program solvent for at
least 75 years. A benefit reduction
of 17.4 percent for all current and
future beneficiaries or a 20.8 percent decrease for people who become eligible for benefits in 2014
or later would also fix the problem.
“Implementing changes soon
would allow more generations to
share in the needed revenue increases or reductions in scheduled
benefits,” the report found. “Much
larger changes would be necessary
if action is deferred until the combined trust fund reserves become
depleted in 2033.”
Emily Brandon is the senior editor for Retirement at U.S. News. You
can contact her on Twitter
@aiming2retire, circle her on
Google+ or email her at
ebrandon@usnews.com.
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QUICK GETAWAYS

Apple Annie’s One-Stop for Fun
By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by Sandy Zimmerman
I have never heard of any restaurant anywhere in the United
States that says, “Whatever you order on the menu, you can have seconds free.”
Terry Fox, the owner of Apple
Annie’s Restaurant & Bakery, explains, “That is our policy. If you
finish your meal and want more,
seconds are on us but you cannot
take any food home with you.”
You never go away hungry because Apple Annie’s serves large
portions.
From breakfast, lunch and dinner, the friendly country atmosphere delights visitors.
Starting with breakfast, choose
your own ingredients for Apple
Annie’s Outlaw Omelet. It includes
bell peppers, onions, cheese, ham,
bacon and whatever else you may
want. They grow many of their own
vegetables.
The waitresses have guns in their
holsters when they serve the Outlaw omelet, the Rustler chicken
fried steak and any of the other
Outlaw dishes.
My eight-ounce country roasted
turkey dinner almost filled the plate
along with the heaping portions of
dressing, cranberry sauce, vegetables and potatoes.
One of the unusual combinations, the Cali sandwich is filled
with Granny Smith apples, tomatoes, grilled onions, olives, lettuce,
mayonnaise and Jack cheese piled
between two pieces of bread.
Not just a regular apple pie, the
restaurant is famous for their five
pound, mile-high apple pies. This
is apple country filled with orchards
and farms around the area.
Visit Apple Annie’s theme park,
shopping center, come-in for a meal
or delicious pastries. There is
enough to entertain you for the entire day.
Terry’s business began more

than 50 years ago selling apples at
a small stand on the road. She added
apple pies and apple cider while
continuing to build her 14-acre Oak
Tree Village theme park, restaurant
and bakery.
Terry started to build in 1962,

Turkey Dinner

Waitress wears a gun and holster when she serves the outlaw omelet.

Terry Fox, Apple Annie, owner of Apple Annie’s Restauant & Bakery

first the restaurant then the animal
park, petting farm, fishing ponds,
train, pony rides and all of the other
attractions.
The Oak Tree Village is located
at 39062 Oak Glen Rd., Oak Glen,
California. For information, call

(909) 797-2311. With a population of only 300, Oak Glen’s village is hidden in the San Bernardino Mountains between Los Angeles and San Diego. For more information visit the website
www.oaktreevillageoakglen.net.
Award
winning
Sandy
Zimmerman is a syndicated columnist featuring Show and Dining re-

views, Travel, Health, Spas, Luxury,
Cars and more. Sandy is talk show
host of the Las Vegas Today Show
programs and Discover the Ultimate Vacation travel specials. If you
want to suggest topics for articles,
for information or to ask any questions about Sandy’s articles, call
(702)-731-6491 or email her at
szimmerman@lasvegastribune.com

Mile-High Apple Pie

Nina, owner of the Serendipity Ranch Bed and Breakfast

