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Judge Escobar Misleading Voters
By Rolando Larraz
Las Vegas Tribune
The present judge in District
Court Department 14, Adriana
Escobar, is misleading the Clark
County voters with signs that ask
for her to be reelected to the bench
in that department.
Judge Escobar was appointed to
the District Court by Governor
Sandoval on June 26, 2012 after
being recommended for appointment by the Nevada Commission
on Judicial Selection and took the
bench August 6, 2012 following the
retirement of Judge Donald Mosley.
In August 2012 there was no
election for judges in Clark County
and no judge was elected. Judge
Adriana Escobar was appointed and
she should not be asking to be reelected because she was never
elected to the bench and Judge
Escobar’s expert campaign manager should not have jeopardized
her integrity by ordering campaign
signs with the word “re-elect” in the
top left corner of those signs.
However, Judge Escobar — as
a good attorney and as a judge —
should have known that it was misleading the voters and should have

My Point
of View
By Rolando Larraz

Attorney Steve Stubbs came to
my office pretending to be looking
for a station to do a radio show on,
probably hoping that I would refuse
the offer, but when, surprisingly
enough, I did not turn the offer
down, he suddenly changed his
mind about doing the show.
This is how the chain of events
took place last week: Attorney
Steve Stubbs came to the office and
told me that he and his partner, a
former Metro detective, wanted to
do a politically oriented radio show.
When I asked who the former
detective was, he did not think that
I knew his friend and said to me, “I
don’t think you know him; his name
is Garth Baker.”
I laughed and said, “Yes, I know
of Garth Baker; he was fired from
the police department for corruption. I offered him a radio show
three years ago and he turned me
down to go with the piece of trash
who stole the newspaper’s money
after I fed him for several months.”
I got up and gave attorney
Stubbs an old copy of the Las Vegas Tribune issue with the story
about the attempt to steal the Las
Vegas Tribune from its rightful
owner.
Then I said to the attorney that
all that was in the past and if he and
Baker wanted to have a radio show,
I would accommodate them with a
good time schedule.
Two days later, while I was in
California, I got a call from the person in the middle brokering the
deal, telling me that Baker did not
want to do the radio show on
radiotribune.com because of me.
That makes me believe that it
was all a game, with Attorney
Stubbs hoping that I would say that
I would not give him the air time
they wanted and then they could say
that I was being unfair for denying
them their First Amendment rights.
First, I don’t think they have the
money to get a radio show for five
days a weeks; but then, if they do
have the money, I don’t think the
former detective would pay me that
money because from the get-go he
was playing games with me.
A few years back Baker called
me on the telephone and said that
he had some very juicy information
about Metro that he would like to
share with me and the Las Vegas
Tribune, but he never showed up for
(See My Point of View, Page 2)

Judge Adriana Escobar
stopped those signs, but instead she
went along with the charade and
allowed the signs to be posted in

specific locations in the community.
Judge Escobar’s decision to allow those signs to mislead the voters may cause many attorneys to
wonder about her honesty and her
ability to be totally fair to the litigants before her.
“If Judge Escobar lies on her
signs to be ‘re-elected’ to the bench,
she may lie or accept one of the
parties appearing before her to lie
with her knowledge and her blessing,” stated an attorney that asked
us not to mention her name because
she appears before Judge Escobar
continually and is afraid of a retaliation that may hurt her clients.
Another attorney believes that

Judge Escobar’s limited knowledge
of civil law is due to the fact that
she has held a bureaucratic position
since she became an attorney in
1991, thanks to the political influence of her daughter’s father, who
is a well-known figure in the legal
community in Nevada.
Prior to taking the bench, Judge
Escobar worked as a Deputy Attorney General in the Bureau of Consumer Protection at the Nevada Attorney General’s Office where she
prosecuted complex mortgage and
investment fraud cases. She also
served as Nevada Consumer’s Advocate and Chief Deputy Attorney
General where she protected the

interests of Nevada consumers and
ratepayers, supervising complex
consumer protection and public
utilities cases.
Judge Adriana Escobar has been
appointed to almost every position
she has ever held and has never
been elected before.
Judge Escobar’s biography page
in the Clark County Courts explain:
“Judge Escobar was appointed by
former Governor Kenny Guinn to
serve as a Commissioner with the
Public Utilities Commission of
Nevada.” “Prior to being appointed
to the PUCN, she was appointed to
serve as a member of the State of
(See Escobar, Page 5)

NAACP Celebrates 105 Years:
“All In for Justice & Equality”
Voter Rights Protection Key Topic at Las Vegas Convention
By Parker Philpot
Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by John Thomas
One of America’s most noteworthy organizations best known by its
historic acronym and stellar record
of securing civil rights victories for
millions of individuals and families,
the NAACP, concludes its 105th
annual convention today at the
Mandalay Bay on the Las Vegas
Strip.
Is there a present-day “relevancy” of the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored
People for Blacks and other groups
experiencing civil rights disparity?
A resounding yes is the consensus,
according to those who support the
continued membership growth,
youth educational development and
community training activities of the
politically non-partisan, grassrootsbased NAACP.
“The NAACP is still the most
influential and relevant voice in the
(See NAACP, Page 5)

NAACP national leaders welcomed members and guests to the 105th Annual Convention of the nation’s
oldest and largest civil rights organization. Featured speaker and Board Chair Roslyn M. Brock is accompanied
by President/CEO Cornell William Brooks (left) and Director of Religious Affairs Dr. Julius Caesar Hope.

By Rolando Larraz
Las Vegas Tribune
Editor’s Note: In last week’s article about Family Court, the names
of Judge Robert Teuton and Hearing Master Thomas Kurtz were in-

advertently omitted. They were important figures in the story of Anita
Lumpkin’s odyssey to adopt her
three minor grandchildren despite
obstacles from court rulings.
*****

Anita Lumpkin, a Special Education Teacher’s Aide, is the best
solution for making a stable and
loving family for her grandchildren,
but certain judges in Family Court
— Robert Teuton and Hearing Mas-

Judge Carolyn Ellsworth

which he was later prosecuted.
The judge in the case, Carolyn
Ellsworth, suffered unfair criticism
from the newspaper and its editor
in chief in his My Point of View column and later both the newspaper
and its founder and editor in chief,
Rolando Larraz, apologized to the
judge in several venues: in private,
during the judge’s visit to Larraz in
the Las Vegas Tribune office, and
publicly, both through the newspaper and during an appearance of
Judge Ellsworth on the Face The
(See Ellsworth, Page 4)

Grandmother Remains Frustrated
Judge Ellsworth should be
commended and re-elected
By Alexandra Cohen
Las Vegas Tribune
For the first time in the history
of the Las Vegas Tribune the newspaper took sides with a prosecutor
that has broken the law and embarrassed the institution he so faithfully
represented for a whole decade;
later the newspaper’s founder had
to apologize publicly to the judge
handling the case.
Former Clark County Chief
Deputy prosecutor David Schubert
was arrested after buying a very
small amount of crack cocaine for

ter Thomas Kurtz in particular, with
the help of Family Services and
Child Protective Services—are
more interested in “uniting” her
grandchildren with strangers.
A Clark County Family Court
has denied, for the second time, a
petition from Anita Lumpkin, a
grandmother seeking to adopt her
three grandchildren, after she had
them for two years prior to Family
Services giving the kids to foster
parents along with eighteen hundred dollars ($1,800) a month to
support them.
The father had custody of all
three children for a year and a half
when attempts at unification were
unsuccessful and the Department of
Family Services placed the children
with the paternal aunt.
Court records show during the
pending of the termination of the
parents’ rights, Anita filed a motion
for adoption on June 7, 2013.
On July 30, 2013, Hearing Mas(See Family Court, Page 5)

FROM THE DESK OF GORDON MARTINES

Restoring the Constitution and
our way of life begins at home
By Gordon Martines
No truer words were ever spoken, especially when things are going the way they are going now,
pretty much downhill. It is bad
enough that the highest leader of
our country is considered a fabricator and a liar, along with being
someone who hates America, but

we also have to deal with these
types of detractors in our own community, allegedly masquerading as
our sheriff and his successor, along
with his minion drones, who presently have command and control
over $500 million of our tax money,
to provide police services.
It is a time-honored fact that any

civilian police force can reduce its
entire police force to only the patrol division, and all other auxiliary
extra police sections can be effectively reduced or eliminated. The
Patrol Division is the backbone of
any police force and can be easily
adapted to serve any community.
My poor beloved and besieged

police force has evolved into a bureaucratic corrupted nightmare for
which there is no immediate foreseeable end. Rather than cutting
enhanced specialized units and reassigning personnel to the Patrol
Division, the police administration
has elected to cut services to the
(See From the Desk, Page 4)
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Rick Perry sends Texas National Guard
forces to border. What are their orders?
Texas Gov. Rick Perry aims to use the National Guard to help deal with border crime and a humanitarian
crisis. But he’s also turning up the heat on the Obama administration to improve border enforcement.
By Francine Kiefer
Christian Science Monitor
WASHINGTON — Rick Perry,
the Republican governor of Texas,
ordered up to 1,000 Texas National
Guard forces to the border Monday.
But what will these forces do, exactly?
President Obama maintains that
the child-migrant crisis is not a border enforcement issue, hence he has
rejected calls from Republicans —
and the Texas governor — to send
National Guard troops south. Chil-
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Quote of the Week:
“Not everyone who
wanders is lost.”
—Tolkien

Please Note:

Although the Las Vegas Tribune
is open to all and sundry opinions about what we publish, we
wish to inform all those who
choose to submit their opinions
in writing to refrain from threatening anyone about whom an article is written or the writer of
the article. In other words, any
opinions containing threats will
not be published. We thank you
for adhering to this policy.

Gov. Rick Perry speaking to reporters in the governor’s press room on
Monday, announces that he is deploying up to 1,000 National Guard
troops to the Texas-Mexico border. GOP state leaders say that criminals
are exploiting a surge of children and families entering the U.S. illegally.
dren are turning themselves in to to the humanitarian crisis, as the reathe border patrol, not running away son for the ordered deployment. Acfrom them, administration officials cording to the governor and other
emphasize, though they allow that state officials, the Texas guardsmen
the border patrol is working over- will:
—Support a recent surge of state
time and has its hands full.
Governor Perry begs to differ Department of Public Safety law
with this characterization and enforcement officers on the border,
points to border crime, in addition who are fighting crime by drug

My Point of View
(Continued from Page 1)
the appointment and I never heard
from him until I learned that he was
doing a radio show with the same
man that robbed me blind.
In my humble opinion, I believe
that what this pair wanted to do
was to test me — to test my position on several issues.
I brag about believing in the
First Amendment and they might
have thought that because I don’t
like the corrupt detective, I was not
going to give them the opportunity
to have their voice heard on their
own radio show.
Once, a man who seemed to be
in love with President Obama had
a show on radiotribune, and every
morning he praised Mr. Obama for
two hours — yes, on a daily basis
— and every time he saw me, he
asked me if I had heard his show.
I used to give him all kinds of
excuses for why I did not hear his
show, like I was in a meeting, I was
driving, I was on the telephone...
or I’d tell him yes, it was a very
good show. But I never once told
him that I don’t agree with his
opinion or that I didn’t like his
show; and not once did I tell him
that he could not do a show like
that because that would make him
happy and the last thing I wanted
to do was to make him happy—so
he just left on his own and never
came back.
Most people with strange ideas
and opinions depend on someone
else’s generosity, and unlike them
I put my money where my mouth
is, always.
Backtracking to 1997 when I
was already enjoying my retirement, a bunch of corrupted organized crime detectives, as always
with the help of cowardly prosecutors and judges, set me up. I came
out of retirement and founded the
Las Vegas Tribune to expose ev-

ery wrongdoing I could find within
the police department; later I extended that exposé to other jurisdictions, including the political scene
of our community, judges and all
other elected officials.
Because the newspaper was
weekly and I did not think that once
a week was enough time to expose
corruption, I started the daily radio
show—putting my money where my
mouth is — and created
radiotribune.com. That was the day
a true freedom airwaves was born
— and no one can tell me what I can
talk about, what I can praise and
what I can criticize.
Everyone has a big mouth; everyone has opinions and ideas, but no
one wants to put their money where
their mouth is to express their opinions, ideas and ideals.
So the difference between those
corrupted police officers and me is
that I do my attacks out in the open
and they do their dirty tricks the
cowardly way, in the dark, behind
people’s backs.
This most recent event involves
someone who wanted to be under
house arrest; I, with the help of a
good-hearted attorney, found that

smugglers and human trafficking
by cartels and gangs.
—Play a role of “deter and refer” — deter border crime by their
visible presence along the border
and refer illegal acts, including border crossings, to law enforcement.
They don’t plan to apprehend illegal immigrants, though, technically,
they could, said Texas Adjutant
General John Nichols.
—Assist with humanitarian
needs of migrants who may approach them and ask to be taken to
a Border Patrol station. The Guard
will be equipped with water, most
will have lifesaving skills, and they
will call immediately for medical
help.
When the president visited Texas
on a fundraising trip two weeks ago,
he met with Perry, who repeated his
request for 1,000 National Guard
troops, paid for by the federal government, to support the U.S. Border Patrol until more patrol personnel can be trained and deployed.
In 2006, President George W.
Bush deployed 6,000 National
Guard troops to the border to shore

up enforcement. In 2010, Mr.
Obama deployed 1,200. What’s left
is a small force of 300 Guard soldiers helping with night helicopter
flights along the Texas-Mexico border. It’s seen as a successful program.
Absent action from Washington,
the Texas governor — who is considered a possible presidential candidate for 2016 — is taking things
into his own hands, using state
money to support state law enforcement at the border. In 2010, New
Mexico Gov. Bill Richardson, a
Democrat, deployed the National
Guard to patrol the border after the
murder of an Arizona rancher.
Texas officials said the deployment will cost about $12 million a
month and will be paid for by the
state. But eventually, they said,
Texas will send the bill to the
Obama administration, because
they say the need for the deployment is because of lax border security — a federal responsibility.
Texas Attorney General Greg
Abbott, who is running for gover(See Border, Page 4)

person the means to do the house
arrest, but the team of officers in
that unit seemed to carry an antagonistic feeling against me and did not
allow that person to take advantage
of my house arrest offer.
Later they allowed that same
person to find another venue for a
house arrest with the condition that
the person cut all ties with me. A
man in charge of that unit, by the
name of Dixon, specifically told
that person that any communication
with me or anyone connected to the
Las Vegas Tribune newspaper
would be a termination of the house
arrest condition.
When I talked to that Dixon, he
assured me that he was going to do
everything possible to help me to
get my friend on house arrest, but
behind my back he did completely
the opposite. Do you see what I
mean when I say that they do cowardly things behind people’s backs?
I am different. I write it so everyone can read it and I sign my
name because I don’t think that I
am a coward.
*****
I would like to remind my
friends, my readers and my enemies

that I only have one email address,
rlarraz@lasvegastribune.com, and
if you write to me at another Las
Vegas Tribune email, most likely I
will not get it.
I don’t even know anyone at circulation, so if you write to me at
the “Circulation” email address, I
will never get it; the same goes with
the “Production” email address that
belongs to Donald H. Snook, the
production manager. If you write to
me at that email, most likely I will
never get it because Don works
nights and I work days and the only
time I ever see him is if we have
meetings that include him.
Anyway, to bring this story to its
point, if I don’t answer emails that
are
not
addressed
to
rlarraz@lasvegastribune.com,
don’t ever complain because you
have been notified.
My name is Rolando Larraz, and
as always, I approved this column.
Rolando Larraz is Editor in
Chief of the Las Vegas Tribune. His
column appears weekly in this
newspaper. To contact Rolando
Larraz,
email
him
at:
Rlarraz@lasvegastribune.com or
at (702) 699-8111.
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We search for the truth, embrace the truth, and print the truth.
If we inadvertently print something that is not true, we will let
our readers know. We are open to
documented information to shed
light on any issue of concern to
our readers. We are of service to
our community, and it is our intention to serve our community
the best way we can.

RECEIVE A FREE COPY OF THE LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE EVERY WEEK!
To receive a complimentary link to every new issue of the Las Vegas Tribune, please send
an email to circulation@lasvegastribune.com and give us the email address where you
would like your copy sent. We look forward to having you as a subscriber to our publication.

CITY BEAT

July 23-29, 2014 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / Page 3

Descend into the Havana underworld with author, mob history
expert Scott Deitche at the Mob Museum Saturday, Aug. 9, 1 p.m.

Event Free for Museum Members or with Paid Admission

This August, Havana becomes
the focus of special programming
at The Mob Museum, The National
Museum of Organized Crime and
Law Enforcement. On Saturday,
August 9 at 1 p.m., author and noted
Mob expert Scott Deitche will
present “The Havana Underworld:
Mafia Influence from Tampa to
Cuba.” He will sign his books, “Cigar City Mafia: A Complete History
of the Tampa Underworld,” “Balls:
The True Life of Eddie Trascher,
Gentleman Gangster” and “The Silent Don: The World of Santo
Trafficante, Jr.,” after the presentation.
Deitche’s presentation at the
Museum follows “Hot Havana
Nights,” a vibrant celebration of
Cuban music, entertainment, cuisine and culture, which takes place
Thursday, August 7 from 6 to 10
p.m. Hot Havana Nights is presented in collaboration with the
Cuban Heritage Foundation and the
Las Vegas Latin Chamber of Commerce and recreates a world when
the Mob ruled Havana.
Havana was the first Vegas. Lavish casinos and exciting nightclubs
transformed the tropical city into a
top tourist destination, and a haven
for the Mafia. From Lucky Luciano
to Meyer Lansky, and Mob families from Pittsburgh to Chicago, the
American underworld was deeply
entrenched in pre-Castro Cuba. But
few crime figures loomed as large
as Santo Trafficante, Jr., boss of the
Tampa Mob. Deitche’s talk will
examine the Mafia in Cuba through
the influence of the Tampa Mob,
from their early forays into Havana
in the 1930s, to Trafficante’s reign
over the casinos and beyond, to the
Mafia-CIA plots to assassinate Fidel Castro.
In addition to authoring books,
Deitche has written dozens of articles on organized crime for local
and national magazines and newspapers. He has been featured on The
Discovery Channel, The History
Channel, A&E, C-SPAN and both
national and local news and radio
shows.
To make reservations, visit The
Mob Museum’s website. For more
information, please call (702) 2292734.
*****

Tom Fazio to design golf
course at new Las Vegas
luxury community
Tom Fazio will design a new 18hole golf course that will form part
of a new luxury community in Las
Vegas, Nevada.
A joint venture from The
Howard Hughes Corporation and
Discovery Land Company, work on
the new master planned community
is set to begin in mid-2015.
The 555-acre site is located in
the Summerlin master planned
community to the west of the city
of Las Vegas. The area is home to
TPC Summerlin and TPC Las Vegas, which both feature courses designed by Bobby Weed.
The new Fazio-designed course
will also feature a brand new clubhouse including a state-of-the-art
fitness facility and spa. �
*****
18 Las Vegas neighborhoods get grants for community improvement
The Las Vegas City Council
unanimously approved $55,000 in
Neighborhood Partners Fund grants
for 18 projects that will improve the
community.
The recipients are neighborhood
associations registered with the city
of Las Vegas. The residents in the
neighborhood associations will provide more than $163,570 in matching labor and donations to improve
their neighborhoods.
Since 1998, the city has funded
290 neighborhood projects. These
projects have generated close to
$2.5 million worth of matching volunteer labor or donations for a total
impact of more than $3.5 million
to city communities.
The 18 projects approved this
year improve communities and
bring residents together including:
—McNeil Neighborhood Association: Neighborhood Designation
Signage
—Quail Estates West: Audio-visual and Security Equipment
—Admiral’s Point II HOA:
HOA Security System
—Aventura HOA: Safety and
Lighting Improvement Project
—John W. Bonner Elementary
School PTA: Bonner Safety in
Schools
—La Mancha Homeowners As-

sociation: Signage Renewal, Beautification
—Crossroads I HOA: Community Improvements: Carport Lighting, BBQ/Picnic Area and Benches
—Huntridge Neighborhood Association: Clean and Green, Unify/
Beautify
—Stupak Neighborhood Council: Neighborhood Council/ Police
Athletic League Youth Adventure
Club
—Western-Highland Business
Association: Communication
Project
—Quail Ridge Drive HOA: Enhancing Community Spirit
—Cultural Corridor Coalition:
Cultural Corridor Awareness Campaign
—Northwest Area Residents
Association (NARA): Community
Garden
—The Greens HOA: Security
Camera Upgrade, Lighting Enhancement
—Willowdale Estates HOA:
Willowdale Annual Security Event
—Eagle Creek Heights: Park
Equipment Renovation
—Four Winds HOA: Park Renovation Phase 3: Security, Lighting
Update
—Whisper Creek Owners’ Association: Entrance Landscaping
The Neighborhood Partners
Fund matches up to $5,000 for
projects to improve the quality of
life in registered Las Vegas neighborhoods. The program serves as
incentive for residents to become

involved in their neighborhoods
and address issues of concern (i.e.,
traffic, neighborhood preservation,
crime). Residents match the grants
through volunteer labor and other
types of donations.
The city of Las Vegas promotes,
develops and supports safe, healthy
neighborhoods through partnerships, education and compliance.
Residents can register their neighborhoods with the by calling 2296681 or visiting the city’s website
to learn more.
*****
Las Vegas police defy
federal immigration policy
In a major win for immigration
advocates, the Las Vegas Metro
Police Department is joining a swell
of major cities refusing to comply
with requests from federal officials
to detain undocumented immigrants for longer than their jail
terms.
“This change has nothing to do
with me taking a stand on the immigration issue,” Clark County
Sheriff Doug Gillespie said in a
statement, according to NBC News.
“It has more to do with a situation
we’ve found ourselves in and this
is the best thing to do until the feds
figure it out.”
Las Vegas is the latest major city
to defy Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) agents, just one
week after Los Angeles became the
largest city in the country to challenge the practice.
Under a federal “Secured Communities” program, local law enforcement are asked to share any
information on undocumented immigrants, including fingerprints,
with federal officials. They’re are

also asked to hold potentially deportable immigrants until federal
agents arrive to take the inmates
into custody. However, a growing
number of municipalities are refusing to comply with federal agents
after local police complained that
the practice is deterring immigrant
communities from reporting crimes
out of fear of being flagged for deportation.
A district court decision in Oregon this past April paved the way
for more local agencies to push
back on the practice after a federal
judge ruled that a woman’s constitutional rights were violated when
she was held by immigration officials beyond her release date. The
court ruled that counties could be
liable for damages if they detain
someone solely because of their
immigration status.
In Las Vegas, either a judge must
now decide whether there is “probable cause” to detain a person for
longer than their initial jail term, or
police must obtain a warrant from
the judge’s chambers in order to
comply with the ICE request.
“The Las Vegas Metropolitan
Police Department continues to
work with our federal law enforcement partners and will continue to
provide professional service to the
Las Vegas community regardless of
their immigration status in United
States,” Gillespie said in a statement.
*****
City Beat is a compilation of
news and views of our editorial and
writing team, along with reader
submissions and topics. Readers
are invited to suggest a local topic
or any other items of interest.

Tune in to
RadioTribune
Tune in and listen to those who will tell you
the truth, and nothing but the truth. You’ll
discover different personalities and hear
different opinions, but when it comes to the
facts, you’ll always get the truth from us!

www.RadioTribune.com
Call-In Line (702) 772-8082
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Illegal unaccompanied minors being held for placement
in United States admit to engaging in torture and murder

By Katie Pavlich
Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
Despite Homeland Security Secretary Jeh Johnson vowing to “stem
the tide” of unaccompanied illegal
minors across the southern border
with Mexico, thousands more are
expected to enter the United States
by the end of the year. With the system being overwhelmed, Border
Patrol agents are concerned about
minors who have admitted to being MS-13 members, a brutal street
gang from El Salvador that has been
successful in infiltrating American
communities. Agents are also concerned about minors who have
committed acts like torture and
murder in their home countries
before heading north to the

Ellsworth

(Continued from Page 1)
Tribune radio show.
The newspaper thought the punishment of Schubert was a little too
extreme for a man who had served
the community honorably for ten
years and that his life would be put
in jeopardy by being sent to prison;
and if he were to be segregated or
placed in solitary confinement for
his own protection, that would be
too severe, as it would keep him
secluded in a very small cell for
twenty-three hours a day.
Later the newspaper learned a
few more details about the case that
prompted the apology to the judge
in this instance, and Larraz later
commended her for her well-taken
action in this case.
First, it was learned that the
David Schubert case became a hot
potato among the judges and that
no one wanted to accept it; the case
was passed on by at least two judges
that did not want to make decisions
in such a controversial case. Those
judges were looking ahead to election time and did not want to make

Street gang member from El Salvador

the wrong decision in a case involving one of their own and risk not
getting re-elected.
Only Judge Carolyn Ellsworth
did the right thing and did her job,
taking the case as it came to her
when all other judges were scared
to accept it, thinking only about
themselves and their chance of being reelected.
Judge Carolyn Ellsworth was
confident that she could do her job
fairly and balanced by following the
law and making the right decisions
and the right ruling, as every elected
official should be able to do.
Later it came to light, when an
attorney that knows the judge approached the Las Vegas Tribune,
that David Schubert failed to keep
his side of the bargain and gave the
judge no choice in her ruling, and
that we were being unfair to a good
judge; after a one-hour meeting
with that attorney — the Las Vegas
Tribune did not ask for permission
to use his name — the newspaper
reached out to Judge Carolyn
Ellsworth and was pleased to see

From The Desk

(Continued from Page 1)
general public; i.e. not responding to non-injury traffic collisions. Even
in the remotest setting, responding to all types of traffic collisions is rudimentary and essential in any community, as these types of incidents can
evolve easily into much more serious and complex situations. Traffic
control, by trained personnel, is mandatory, so that the situation does not
incur even more damage or maybe additional injury or death. I reiterate,
whoever came up with this idea of police not responding to non-injury
traffic accidents is dumber than a rock. And, also to point out the waste
by this present police administration, there is or was until just recently,
for years a police lieutenant making $125,000 to $220,000 with benefits
per year, whose only duties were to maintain and transport a portable
office to critical police scenes, and make sure there was plenty of liquid
refreshments in the cooler chest, for the real working police officers that
were called out to handle a critical incident for an extended period of
time. I could go on and on, but you get the point, I hope.
I am sure that the thirty-three detectives currently assigned to the Internal Affairs Bureau that do not investigate any criminal offences would
not suffer too much discomfort if they were to be periodically assigned to
take traffic collision reports occasionally, for the betterment of the community. Then again, maybe their work load is so overwhelming, regarding department policy enforcement, that they can’t spare anyone, since
they haven’t even addressed the five Internal Affairs Complaints that I
submitted against supervisory staff in February of 2012 as of yet; of course,
it has only been a couple of years, so I am still waiting.
The underlying issue is that this police administration must contend
with the fact that they all have been made acutely aware of certain criminal acts, including multiple murders, whereby they are directly complicit,
and some more directly involved than others. This information has been
transmitted by me, through correspondence, emails, legal depositions,
federal complaints, and through my attorneys. The FBI and Justice Department also have this information, which puts them on the hot seat
under “Misprision of a Felony,” since that applies to them as well, in that
they must report those felonies or else they too have committed a felony
crime.
The impetus for justice to come about is the constant exposure of these
criminal acts, to be fresh and refreshed in the public’s mind and heart, on
a continual basis, as long as there is depth, breath and life in this body.
Allegedly, whether it be on a national basis — such as The Benghazi
murder Scandal, The IRS Scandal, The Affordable Care Act Fraud, The
Sandy Hook False Flag, or the latest Illegal Immigration Migration Invasion — or on the local level — such as the 2007 murder of LVMPD
Officer Kevin Scott Dailey, the 2001 murder of CCDC Inmate Phillip
LeMann, the 2004 billion-dollar theft from Nevada taxpayers that ended
up in a private company called EICON, or the $68 million fraudulent
LVMPD Police Radio System that still doesn’t work — keep these incidents in the back of your mind until resolved.
I implore you as voters: think very carefully this election, as your
future and your family’s future depends on your involvement and understanding of the real behind-the-scenes issues facing us all now. Learn to
read between the lines, ask questions, become involved and explore and
understand the Constitution of your country — it is a magnificent document — and help root out the real traitors of America.
I am in the process of establishing a non-profit organization called
“Anti-Corruption Coalition of Nevada” (Anti-Corps), dedicated solely
for the purpose of exposing corruption and criminal activity in our local
and state government. Wish me luck!
Everyone stay safe and trust in God.
*****
Gordon Martines is a former LVMPD detective who has served in
many capacities over his 39-year career in law enforcement. He has been
a candidate for sheriff in 2002, 2006, 2010 and 2014, with the intention
of bringing integrity and accountability back to the department, and filed
a federal lawsuit against LVMPD in 2011. Martines now contributes his
opinions and ideas to the Las Vegas Tribune to keep the public informed
and help improve policing in Las Vegas. He has also appeared on the
Face the Tribune radio program several times to share his plan for a
better LVMPD.

the judge attend the Meet and Greet
event held at the Las Vegas
Tribune’s office building recently.
During her appearance on Face
The Tribune, Judge Ellsworth
stated, “Of course I was saddened
that Mr. Schubert chose to take his
life rather than accept responsibility for and address his addiction and
mental health issues as I urged him
to do.”
Today, both the editorial board
and the election committee reflects
on that past event and is asking the
Clark County voters to not allow
their need to be politically correct
to interfere with their citizen’s duty
of reelecting the right person.
“Choosing a candidate just for
the color of his skin just to be ‘politically correct’ is not the right
thing to do at the voting polls,” said
Larraz. Judge Ellsworth’s opponent
has very little experience at practicing law, while most of his career
has been as Assemblyman and not
exercising his profession.

United States.
“We have six minors in Nogales
who have admitted to killing and
doing grievous bodily injuries. One
admitted to killing as young as eight
years old,” an agent tells Townhall
anonymously for fear of losing his
job for speaking out. “They are being held for placement in the U.S.”
By U.S. legal standards many
gang members operating in Central
American countries and traveling
north are classified as minors due
to being under the age of 18. However, many young males are actively engaged in violent cartel and
criminal activity, yet are treated as
children when processed through
the Department of Human Services
or Department of Homeland Secu-

rity systems.
“But remember, this is a ‘humanitarian crisis.’ They are just
kids,” he said in a frustrated and
sarcastic tone. “They are MS-13
gang members. They’ve done everything from torture to murder.
They act as teenage ‘enforcers.’”
Katie Pavlich is an American
conservative journalist, primarily
known for her work at the online
news-magazine TownHall.com, as
well as for authoring the book
“Fast and Furious: Barack
Obama’s Bloodiest Scandal and Its
Shameless Cover-Up.” A National
Review Washington Fellow, she’s
appeared numerous times as a television commentator, notably on the
Fox News program, The Five.

Judge Ellsworth’s opponent,
William Horne, may not be all that
fair if by mistake he is elected to
the bench; most of the organizations
he belongs to — such as Caucus of
African Americans Nevada
(CAAN); National Black Caucus of
State Legislators; Nevada Black
Elected Officials Caucus, and Hispanics in Politics — clearly show
racial partiality toward his own
race.

As a judicial candidate, William
Horne seems to be more interested
in his legislative career than in the
legal profession.
Attorney Horne’s webpage,
www.hornelawfirm.com, is down
with a note proclaiming, “This site
has stepped out for a bit,” and there
is no way to learn about his accomplishments as a member of the Nevada Bar and as a practicing attorney.

Border

(Continued from Page 2)
nor, told reporters that his office will continue to work “with Washington” on funding issues. He doesn’t expect litigation because he thinks the
administration will “step up and do the right thing.” But he is preparing
for legal action, if necessary.
“Texans are willing to put boots on the ground but we expect Washington to foot the bill,” he said.
When Obama met with Perry, he said that he would consider sending
the Guard if that’s what it takes to pass his $3.7 billion request for emergency spending on the child-migrant crisis.
By promising to send Obama a bill for the Guard, Perry has just twisted
the president’s arm a bit tighter for a federal response — and thumped his
own political chest in the process.
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(Continued from Page 1)
fight for social justice,” stated
NAACP Vice Chairman Leon
Russell.
Halting and reversing “voter
suppression,” which has been a
major NAACP focus for much of
its existence since 1909, remains a
major point of discussion and action-planning throughout its fiveday national “All In for Justice &
Equality” convention and beyond.
Recently documented voter interference tactics and controversial
changes to some states’ laws aimed
at weakening Black political participation and political growth in
many U.S. states has sparked a new
urgency to counter efforts that essentially roll back Voter Rights Act
protections, according to NAACP
leaders and other civil rights defenders.
Roslyn M. Brock, NAACP national board chairperson, expressed
her excitement that Las Vegas is this
year’s host city in her written state-

Kim M. Keenan
General Counsel for the NAACP

The NAACP’s 105th Annual Convention, July 19-23, included Sunday’s awards banquet at Mandalay Bay
on the Las Vegas South Strip. Rebecca Guerra, NAACP field team regional organizer, was among those
recognized for their service. Looking on are NAACP President/CEO Cornell William Brooks and NAACP
National Board Chair Roslyn M. Brock.
ment ahead of the convention. She suring every American has unfet- U.S. representative from Nevada,
was introduced and greeted banquet
also addressed the importance of tered access to the ballot box.”
Elected officials, civic leaders guests; U.S. Senate Majority
voter protection:
“In this pivotal election year, it and celebrities addressed members Leader Harry Reid from Nevada
is especially important for us to ad- and guests at the Sunday evening spoke remotely from Washington,
dress voter suppression and the awards banquet, took part in discus- D.C. Vice President Joe Biden is
challenges facing communities of sions, or otherwise supported the scheduled to be the featured precolor and the nation as a whole. organization’s robust agenda, in- senter at the closing luncheon to...We know that we cannot fully re- creasing the venue’s vast network- day and will take part in the afternoon plenary focusing on the future
cover as a nation unless we are cou- ing benefit.
Russell gave opening remarks; of civil rights.
rageous, stand in solidarity and get
featured speaker Brock also preConvention activities included
out the vote,” she stated.
“The NAACP will continue to sented a series of recognition several days of in-depth confereducate, mobilize and agitate to cre- awards during the banquet. A local ences, workshops and sessions covate an informed and engaged popu- political pioneer, Congressman ering topics such as health and
lace and continue the work in en- Steven Horsford, the first Black wellness, education, advanced tech-

(Continued from Page 1)
ter Thomas G. Kurtz heard evidence
and DFS informed the court that it
conducted a background check and
determined that Anita could not be
a placement option if her husband
was residing in the home due to his
criminal history.
Anita told the court that she immediately complied with DFS’s request to have her husband removed
from the home and continued to
foster the children until reunification with the father failed. He had
custody of all three children for a
year and a half.
Kurtz stated that based on NRS
432b.550, there is a preference for
placing the children with relatives
within the 5th degree of consanguinity.
According to court documents,
DFS requested a continuance to review the file prior to the Court making a decision.
Two months later, represented
by Attorney Cuthberth Mack, Anita

filed a second petition for adoption.
Dependency Court denied
Anita’s motion and the children remain in the custody of foster parents, one of whom (they are not
married) says she plans to permanently adopt the children in their
current foster home.
Anita is willing to take care of
her grandchildren, but said, “Early
on, the DFS came to me with the
idea to let me adopt my grandchildren and they would let the parents
visit them.” Anita added that she
had no interest to do that in the beginning because she believed her
son would be willing and able to
step up to the plate and reunite with
his children. “Those are my grandchildren and I did not want to step
in between my son’s responsibilities as a father. I’m never going to
stop fighting for my grandbabies,”
she said.
“The judges in Family Court on
Bonanza and Pecos Roads are letting Family Services have their way

Family Court

Escobar

(Continued from Page 1)
Nevada Taxicab Authority by former Nevada Governor Bob Miller.”
Every Nevada Governor had the honor of appointing Judge Escobar to one or another of the positions
she has held since she became an attorney (1991) thirteen years ago.
Even in California, where she enrolled in law school
at California Western School of Law in San Diego,
California, where she earned her Jurist Doctor degree
in 1991, Judge Escobar was appointed Deputy City
Attorney in the Office of the City Attorney of San
Diego.
Back in Las Vegas, Judge Escobar continued her
chain of appointments; before her appointment to the
District Court, Judge Escobar served as Chairman of

without consideration that the maternal family also wants me to have
the children,” explained Lumpkin.
It would seem to just be common sense that if a blood relative is
willing and able to care for children
in the foster system that the kids
would be awarded to that relative.
Even Clark County, in its official policy on foster care,
states,“Relatives are first sought to
care for the children.” But Judge
Teuton didn’t see it that way.
Judge Robert Teuton ruled that
the grandchildren should be placed
with the current foster parents as in
his opinion it was in the “best interest of the children.”
“If you really want to do what’s
in the children’s best interest, why
not give them to their family?” said
Anita. In the initial court ruling
against her, the Clark County justice told Anita that because her husband is a criminal, she must not be
fit to raise her grandchildren.
Lumpkin reminded the Las Ve-

the Board of Governors of Spring Valley Hospital. She
has also served on the Board of Directors of the Las
Vegas Latin Chamber of Commerce and has received
the Professional of the Year Award by her friends in
that organization.
Judge Escobar needs to take control of her campaign
and fix all the wrongs her campaign consultant may
have done to her because up to now, she has done nothing but collect a paycheck from taxpayers and pretended
to have been elected to the bench.
Judge Adriana Escobar may consider apologizing
to the community for her lies and may consider getting
another campaign manager that may know how to be
honest and guide her in her effort to BE ELECTED TO
THE BENCH for the next ninety days before the November 4 election.

Re-Elect

gas Tribune that she immediately
complied with DFS’s request to
have her husband removed from the
home without hesitation because
her grandbabies come first.
From the very beginning Anita
has been fighting to be involved
with her grandchildren, although
the statute clearly says the children
should be placed in her custody
over that of any non-related foster
parents; and Anita was mandated to
complete foster care certification,
which she did.

nology and legal justice, along with
musical entertainment.
The Tuesday Diversity Career
Fair offered the public a chance to
connect with local and national
companies for jobs or to pursue entrepreneurial opportunities.
Las Vegas NAACP Branch
President Frank Hawkins Jr. stated:
“[We] are pleased to welcome and
privileged to host the 2014 NAACP
National Convention. ...As we continue the fight for equality and social justice for all Americans, our
[local branch] and the Las Vegas
community extend every hospitality and want to ensure a positive and
meaningful experience for all members and participants.”
National NAACP organizers invite new and renewing memberships or inquiries from businesses
and other groups at www.naacp.org.
Connect with the local branch at
www.naacplv.org or call (702) 6381300.

James J. Murren
MGM Resorts Chairman/CEO

Her home was approved for care
and it was stated by Clark County
that the grandchildren should be
placed with their grandmother for
permanent adoption, but Judge
Teuton ruled differently. What is in
dispute is whether Anita can have
her wish to have sole custody of her
grandchildren granted after filing a
second petition for adoption. Thus
far, Judge Teuton has ruled against
her. She is hoping the Nevada Supreme Court will not do the same
when it hears her.

DO YOU NEED AN EDITOR?
Have you been embarrassed lately when someone pointed
out to you that you misspelled a word in your report or maybe
had a whole sentence all messed up? Have you personally
felt that you could’ve done a much better job on that manuscript
but just didn’t have the time?
Why put off doing what you know you should have done before:
call in an editor! As a word-, sentence-, and document-doctor,
she will fix what needs fixing by adding a little of this or that,
and taking out what shouldn’t have been there in the first place.
Give yourself the luxury of looking your best in print!
Editor-at-your-service@gmail.com. 702-706-6875.
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President Barack Obama speaks at the Walker Jones Education Campus
in Washington, Monday, July 21. A U.S. appeals court has delivered a
serious setback to President Obama’s health care law, potentially
derailing subsidies for many low-and middle-income people who have
bought policies.

Appeals courts disagree
on Obamacare subsidies:
how it affects you

Two federal appeals courts issued contradictory
rulings on whether millions of Americans enrolled
in Obamacare are entitled to subsidies, an issue
of vital importance to the health-care law.

By Francine Kiefer
Christian Science Monitor
Washington — Two federal appeals courts issued contradictory rulings Tuesday on a core part of the Affordable Care Act — whether millions of Americans who are enrolled in the federal health insurance exchange, or marketplace, are entitled to subsidies.
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit, in Richmond, Va.,
upheld the status quo: The subsidies do apply. The more than 4 million
Americans who qualify for these subsidies could yawn and go back to
sleep at this news, except that the appeals court for the District of Columbia — which has jurisdiction over federal agencies — said no, subsidies
do not apply to people covered by the federal exchange.
What does this mean for those enrolled under the Affordable Care Act
(ACA)? And what does it mean for the future of the act, also known as
Obamacare?
Decoder looks at these and other questions:
Q. What is the immediate impact of these decisions?
A. For now, neither court’s rulings affect the ACA or people covered
by it. Repeat. There is no immediate effect as a result of the rulings, because the D.C. Circuit Court suspended its ruling pending an appeal by
the administration. The impact would come down the road, if eventually
the Supreme Court agrees with the three-judge panel in the D.C. court,
that those who have health insurance through the federal exchange do not
qualify for subsidies.
Q. And if the Supreme Court eventually did strike down the subsidies?
A. There’s no way to sugar-coat this for those in the federal exchange:
premiums would rise and so would the number of uninsured, says John
Rother, chief executive officer of the National Coalition on Healthcare, a
broad-based coalition which promotes affordable care for all Americans.
About 4.6 million Americans are enrolled in the federal exchange and
qualify for subsidies. They would lose them. That would make insurance
too expensive for many of those people, and they would likely drop it.
Only the ill would hang on, worsening the risk pool, Mr. Rother explains.
Because of the deteriorating risk pool, and because people would have
dropped their insurance, premiums would rise even for those in the federal exchange who do not qualify for subsidies. The worsening conditions would affect the private insurance industry, and premiums would
rise there, too, Rother says.
People who would not be affected: Those covered by the state exchanges (only 16 states decided to set up such exchanges), and those
covered by employer-based plans.
Q. What is the potential impact on the ACA itself?
A. Put it this way, ending subsidies for the federal exchange wouldn’t
completely upend the law, but “it would upend one of its major purposes,
which is to make insurance affordable and to stabilize the health insurance market,” Rother says.
Q. Why are the subsidies an issue?
A. Chalk it up to “sloppy drafting” and the “chaotic” passage of the
health-care law, says Larry Levitt, senior vice president at the Kaiser Family Foundation, a nonpartisan health-policy think tank.
The law as written specifically covers subsidies for the state exchanges,
but not a word is said about subsidies for the federal exchange. Realizing
this oversight, the Internal Revenue Service issued a rule allowing subsidies for everyone covered by the act, regardless of whether they are in
state exchanges or the federal exchange. The issue is whether the IRS can
make such a determination on its own. The Fourth Circuit said yes, the
D.C. Circuit said no.
Congress could clear up the ambiguity by amending the law to reflect
the lawmakers’ original intent. But in this polarized Congress, and especially on this polarized subject — well, don’t even go there. As House
Speaker John Boehner (R) of Ohio said, the D.C. Circuit Court ruling
shows that the health-care law “is completely unworkable” and “cannot
be fixed.” Republicans, he said, remain committed to repealing and replacing the law.
Q. What happens next?
A. The rulings are not the end of it, as other courts are weighing this
issue. The US Justice Department is also expected to seek a review by the
entire D.C. Circuit Court — and not accept the ruling of the three-judge
panel that struck down the subsidies. The administration has worked hard
to appoint judges to that court who might be friendly to its policies.
White House press secretary Josh Earnest said the intent of the law is
clear. “You don’t need a fancy legal degree to understand that Congress
intended for every eligible American to have access to tax credits that
would lower their health-care costs,” he said Tuesday.
Still, you can count on opponents of the law to take the issue as far as
they can, not stopping until they reach the Supreme Court. So far, the
court has not acted particularly favorably toward the law.
In 2012, the justices struck down a key component of Obamacare by
making the expansion of Medicaid — health care for the poor — voluntary for states instead of a requirement. Half the states have declined the
expansion.
In the recent Hobby Lobby case, the court ruled — albeit narrowly —
in favor of family-owned, for-profit corporations that do not wish to provide contraceptive coverage for religious reasons.
Expect the legal battles to continue.

Law Enforcement: Stop whining about
money, start educating ethically

By Thomas A Nagy
Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
Part Seven of a Series
Recent news articles have revealed that Las Vegas’ body count
of murder victims has reached 71
as of July 20. Number 71 was a
woman found in her home after the
arrest of her killer, a 54-year-old
man who confessed with remorse
in Los Angeles days after the killing. Three other mysterious murders happened the same week. A 23year-old woman was shot in her
chest while sitting in a car parked
at a 7-Eleven talking with a man;
the killer drove up, shot her once,
and both men fled the scene. That
same day a 23-year-old man was
shot in his home in a gated community; no one else was at home,
and his body was later discovered
upstairs. The body of a 34-year-old
woman was found on Fairchild
Street early in the morning days
later. In less than one week, at least
four murders had been added to the
growing list of unsolved crimes.
During this same period we hear
whining by those in law enforcement about the increasing dangers
of being a cop on the streets in Clark
County. Some have been complaining for years that being an officer
does not pay enough, and more
money is needed to hire more police officers for streets and special
units. Apparently we need to beef
up units like Homeland Security
local involvement, Fusion Centers,
and Counter-Terrorism task forces?
Neither of these perpetual requests proposed by a Clark County
sheriff now or that may be proposed
in the near future are likely to affect the increasing rate of violent
acts in this community. It has been
years since a prevailing trend took
root in Nevada and its largest city.
This state was known, in 2010, to
have a rate of violent crime 57 percent higher than the national average. As in all things Nevadan, Las
Vegas had to outdo the rest of the
state.
This city’s rate of violent crime
was 22 percent higher than the state
average, placing it 79 percent above
the national average. Four years
later the trend to outpace national
rates for violent crimes continues
to rise. As of June 19, 2014 the
number of murders here exceeded
the 2013 rate by 13 percent, if projected annually, yet the rate would
be higher if taken as a snapshot. By
June 19, 2013 there were 52 known
homicides; by the same date this
year there were 62 registered. That
means that there were 19.23 percent
more homicides this year than last

year. At the current rate we can expect another 61 homicides to occur
this year, give or take a couple, exceeding 130.
Sadly, quite a number of these
murders will not be solved. At least
57 percent of all murders remain
unsolved in this community, adding to a growing number of unsolved crimes “collecting dust” in
police headquarters. This also
means that the number of surviving victims of these crimes continues to grow. More people, friends
and relatives of homicide victims,
are added to the number that seek
justice and closure but are denied
this basic right year after year.
A quick look at Transparent Nevada tells us that the average police officer receives a base salary
above $80,000 per year. With perks
and other benefits, it costs taxpayers close to $200,000 each year to
keep Officer Average employed.
That is not enough for many; they
are demanding more, as if receiving more will make this community
safer.
It is not an unrelated coincidence
that this state ranks at the bottom
when it comes to education. It
should not surprise anyone that high
school teachers rarely break
$80,000 in base salaries, and with
a total benefit package averaging
just above $20,000 they will usually not receive $98,000 in combined salary and benefits. This state
invests less than half the money on
teachers than it does on police officers.
When reviewing average wages
and benefits of elementary school
teachers we see that our investment
in primary educators is far less than
that of higher grade teachers. Hundreds of substitute teachers are used
to fill spaces in Clark County. This
gives the impression that full-time
teachers have a hard time showing
up five days each week, or whenever classes are held. Anyone surprised by this?
The correlation between the dismal rate of high school graduations
in Nevada and the conspicuously
high rate of violent crime in this
state is obvious. Clark County
School Board President Carolyn
Edwards has said “I’m not sure why
it’s so bad,” referring to the graduation rate in this county, and Nevada as the state with the lowest
graduation rate in this nation. This
must be a highly disingenuous
statement, or an assertion of a corrupt politician rather than a concerned educator. The Nevada Commission on Ethics has received
complaints alleging board members

Garvey, Young, Wright, Cranor and
Edwards have spent taxpayer funds
on campaigning. The inference is
that these people care far more
about themselves and their socialpolitical positions than they do
about educating. It’s business as
usual in Nevada. Power in the
hands of a few means more than the
quality of life for the community as
a whole and the individuals who
live and earn a living here.
“School’s open; good luck.”
Law enforcement agencies are
educators as well. No one should
forget this. They teach us that with
the right connections, wearing the
right uniform, belonging to the right
members-paying gang or union,
anyone can get away with murder,
literally. And, those who do follow
the lead of their predecessors are
guaranteed protection from prosecution by the district attorney.
This writer is surely not alone in
believing that those in law enforcement indulging in their perpetual
whine about “more money and
more cops to make our jobs less
dangerous” ought to shut up, and
evaluate the potential results of paying primary teachers more money
and more benefits. By taking less
for themselves and giving more to
education and motivation for students to actually learn, not merely
to “graduate” out of school barely
able to read and write, those whiners would be solving their own
problems that leave them competing with an increasingly ignorant
and violent population.
*****
Thomas A. Nagy is the author of
Cannabis Consumer Handbook
available at Amazon.com, and the
blog
ReGeneration
at
blogspot.com. Email direct at:
thomas.a.nagy717@gmail.com.
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A government big enough to give you everything you want, is strong enough to take everything you have. — Thomas Jefferson

Our Point of View

Let’s use the real
meaning of “reunite
our families”

The Family Court Division of the Eighth Judicial District
Court brags about how hard they work and how much they
believe in reuniting families, but every day we learn of another case of the court giving children to strangers they like
to call Foster Parents instead of to family members that are
desperate to have these children under their care and looking forward to family unification.
The United States Government from the president down
brags about family unification and reuniting the families;
but now, to be liked and politically correct, the government,
in its political maneuvering, is trying to separate those children at the border from their families and their biological
parents.
During an interview on Face The Tribune radio show,
Akita Silva stated that these children were not coming here
for economic reasons but for life-saving reasons due to the
fear that the gangs and drug cartels could recruit these children and use them for criminal activities.
First, we believe that some of these “children” already
look like adults; some of them have their whole body tattooed, and in many cases with gang symbols, looking more
like the chaperons — making sure that the kids do not separate from each other and become good kids.
Then, we ask what should we do with our children, send
them to another country to avoid them being recruited by
the gangs that already exist here?
Street gangs are a growing problem in southern Nevada.
The FBI ranks Clark County as the 10th worst area in the
nation for the number of gang members. More than 15,000
roam the streets, and those are just the ones authorities know
about.
With more than 15,000 gang members identified through
the report, those who work closely with gang members say
more needs to be done.
Biker gangs are getting more and more members. Hispanic-based gangs are expanding faster than other gangs.
Twenty states, including Nevada, are seeing these same
trends.
Should we start sending our children to another country
at its government expense to take our children from the hands
of the gang recruiters?
The United States should do the right thing and reunite
these immigrant children with their families in their own
country and then get to work on keeping our children safe
and gang-affiliation free.
The Federal Bureau of Investigation, (FBI) report “Increasing Coordination between Mexican Drug Cartels, Alien
Smuggling Networks, and U.S.-Based Gangs,” stated:
“Federal, state, and local law enforcement officials are
observing a growing nexus between the Mexican drug cartels, illegal alien smuggling rings, and U.S.-based gangs.
The alien smuggling networks that operate along the Southwest border are unable to move human cargo through drug
cartel controlled corridors without paying a fee. The typical
Mexican illegal alien now pays approximately $1,200 to
$2,500 for entry into the United States. The fee is considerably higher for aliens smuggled from countries other than
Mexico, which may even be more alluring for the cartels. It
is estimated that criminals earn billions of dollars each year
by smuggling aliens through Mexico into the United States.”
— Source: House Committee on Homeland Security, U.S.
Congress
Are our children not worth protecting from these gangs?
Should we not rely on the government of those other countries to support our children while they are in their jurisdictions running away from the danger of being recruited by
these gangs and cartel members like the U.S. Government
and political peons are trying to force the country to do with
these children at the border?
Maybe those children who came to the United States
through no fault of their own should not be included. They
were brought here at a very tender age without anyone asking them what their choice was; many of them have no idea
what their country of origin looks like and have no friends
or memories of that country, some of them do not even speak
their native language — English is the only language to them
and the United States may be, in their mind and rightfully
so, their country—because it is all they know.
However, these children — as our politicians like to call
them — girls with bra size 34D and boys with an XL shirt
size and pants that could easily fit American retired basketball player Shaquille O’Neal, are camping on the United
States border and should be reunited with their families in
their own countries, allowing their own government and their
families to protect them from the gangs and the drug cartels
while we in this family handle our own gangs and cartels
and protect our own families and our own children.
It is time for the United States government to stop putting
its nose everywhere else and starts caring for its American
families; our government officials should remember that
charity begins at home.

What happens in Las
Vegas stays in Las Vegas?
By Perly Viasmensky
Apparently Mexico is following in our footsteps
and therefore what happens in Mexico stays in Mexico;
or do we need to think that Mexican newspapers are
only published and distributed only in Mexico?
I received the below email in response to my article about Sgt. Andrew Tahmooressi.
Author: fishfry (IP: 189.222.197.238,
189.222.197.238.dsl.dyn.telnor.net)
E-mail: fishfry@your-mailbox.com
Whois:
http://whois.arin.net/rest/ip/
189.222.197.238
Comment: “... headed to dinner with friends to a
Mexican restaurant in San Ysidro on March 31 and
accidentally missed the last exit before the Mexican
border...”
LOL. You claim to be following this case? He’s
already admitted he was lying about that. After a Mexican newspaper published a copy of his hotel registration, he admitted he had been in Tijuana that very day
on foot, and had checked into a hotel in the hooker
district, and then walked back to his truck.
What do we think of criminal suspects in this country who get caught lying about their story?
The Mexican newspaper Fishy is talking about is
the Zeta Magazine from Tijuana and there is no such
proof that they have the receipt in question.
Apparently, this fish has been fried by a Mexican
hooker before and is well familiar with the hooker district.
Oh well, if it is true, at least the good sergeant had
had some fun with a Mexican prostitute and was not
playing soccer with enemies of the United States, as
Sgt. Bowe Bergdahl was with the Taliban who he
claimed held him captive for five years.
Regardless, Tahmooressi is not being treated in the

Mexican jail the same way the United States treats the
hundreds of thousands of Mexican nationals jailed in
our prisons.
Now let’s talk about the trip of Maria Elena Salinas
of Univision to Honduras, Guatemala and El Salvador.
She interviewed several people and all of them
talked about how poor they are, which is the main reason many children tried to cross over to the United
States illegally. Many of those children want to meet
with their parents already living here (who are also
illegal).
All of those journalists with Univision and
Telemundo talk about is the humanitarian crisis, including Jorge Ramos who has taken upon himself the
defense of those children.
It would be nice if Maria Elena Salinas, Jorge Ramos
with Univision, and Maria Teresa Arraras with
Telemundo would take the time to visit the hundreds
of American children around the country who are
homeless because their parents have lost their jobs and
homes.
There is a lady, a mother of two, here in the City of
Las Vegas, State of Nevada, in this supposedly “free”
United States of America, who goes every morning to
different fast food restaurants in the area to use the
bathrooms so she can send her children to school as
clean as possible.
I have spoken to the lady and asked her why she
needs to go to different places every morning. She told
me: “I want my children to be presentable at school in
respect to their teachers, but I don’t want them to be
seen by another child that very possibly would make
fun of them and make them a victim of bullying for
being homeless.”
(See Viasmensky, Page 9)

ON A PERSONAL NOTE

What excuse is there
for driving drunk?

By Maramis
to get them back; or called a taxi. He
No one is in favor of having drunk
could even have called the police, if
drivers on the road, especially if they
he had no money for a taxi, and asked
have to share the road with one. A
them what he should do to get home.
person’s vehicle has always been
Anything would have been better
considered a potential weapon, but
than driving drunk.
with a drunk driver behind the wheel
Hmmm. That gave me an idea. I
it is an actual weapon and more
would imagine that I’m not the first
deadly than a gun, and the driver at
or only person to come up with this
the wheel is the potential killer who
idea, but considering the number of
unwittingly aims that weapon in the
drunk-driving incidents involving
direction of unsuspecting victims-topeople who were out drinking at a
be. In essence, drunk drivers are pobar and then decided to drive themtential killers on the loose.
selves home—a decision that has ofMARAMIS CHOUFANI
Everybody knows that; no one wants to be on the ten led to sorrow and anguish and misery for everyone
road near one; and people — including the drunk driver involved in the resultant drunk-driving “accident”—it
himself — suffer greatly when the so-called drunk- seems all those who show up for a night (or day) of
driving “accident” occurs. And yet, people who know drinking (and maybe even all those who simply order
they are drunk continue to get in their cars and drive. their second drink) need to be required to turn over
It is not then an accident, in the truest sense of the their car keys to the bartender in order to get that secword.
ond drink. It could be quite simply a loving act of kindThis past weekend, Robert Lujan, 57 according to ness on the bartender’s (or bar-owner’s) part, as he or
some reports, was working road construction on West she tells the patron that he/she is willing to lose cusSahara at 9:30 in the morning when he was struck by tomers while making an effort to save lives. Each cus54-year-old Rafael Mendez-Soto, a man who claimed tomer would be given a redemption ticket for his keys,
he was out drinking at a bar in North Las Vegas (about on which every new drink would be noted. When the
seven or eight beers, he reportedly said, over the course patron was ready to go home, the bartender would note
of about seven hours) and fled the crash scene on foot that the customer had, say, eight drinks over the course
without showing any regard for the person he hit.
of seven hours and was in no condition to drive, and
Right now, the ages of the men, what bar the driver would then tell the patron what his options are. If none
was drinking at, or even the exact time that the “acci- of the options could be implemented, the bartender
dent” occurred are not that important. What is impor- could either have a pre-arranged plan with the local
tant is that some man who knew he was consuming police, or invite the patron to sleep it off in the back
alcohol over a period of many hours, who went to a room, or in whatever pre-arranged place the bartender
bar for that very purpose, who drove himself there could have prepared for such a contingency. If there
and expected to drive himself home after consuming were a cost involved in such a designated place of
all the alcohol he was inclined to consume, knowingly “sleeping it off,” the patron would be billed for it, probthen got into his vehicle, put his keys in the ignition, ably happily accepting a bill for $50 or so rather than
turned the engine on, and — with full knowledge that learning that he had just killed someone and/or was in
he had been drinking — proceeded to drive himself jail facing charges that would haunt him for the rest of
home as planned. If it was not his plan to drive him- his life—to say nothing of all the pain and suffering
self home after a long period of drinking, he would that would follow his deed into the lives of those his
have brought along a designated driver; called some- could-have-been-victim would have left behind.
one who could be counted on to be sober and availSure, there are those who would say (maybe even
able; given his keys to the bartender or someone else rightfully so) that we have enough intervention into
for safe-keeping, no matter how much he might plead
(See Maramis, Page 10)

VIEW POINTS

Page 8 / LAS VEGAS TRIBUNE / July 23-29, 2014

Editors note: The views expressed are entirely those of the writers and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the Las Vegas Tribune.

Stuck on Stupid Illegal choke causes death
is as Stupid Does
Her: “I’m sorry, but
By Chuck Muth
we don’t have a system
I have an exceptionally
set up to call you back.”
low level of tolerance for
Me: “Wait, this is
stupidity. Which I guess
Verizon, right?”
helps explain why I fight
Her: “Yes.”
so hard to shrink the size
Me: “And you’re a
of government. Let’s face
telephone company,
it, government is Stupidity
right?”
Central.
Her: “Yes.”
Yet — and I think we
Me: “And you don’t
can thank the government
have a system set up to
schools at least partially
call me back on the
for this — the stupidity viphone?”
CHUCK MUTH
rus is spreading throughout society and I fear we may be on the
Her: “That’s right.”
verge of a pandemic. (Remember when
Aarrgghh!!!
government made “pandemic” a household
A few hours later I’m standing in line at
word during the bird flu scare of 2004?)
the Golden Nugget waiting to get my parkTwo recent examples...
ing ticket validated after taking the kids to
I was having trouble with my iPhone. see Gallagher — a smashing good show!
So I called Verizon. Spent about 10 minAs I stood in line facing the Burger
utes in “Press 1 for...” hell before being put King-like counter, there was a wall to my
on hold “for the next available customer far right. To the left of the wall was a line
service representative.”
for VIP’s to get their parking tickets
I then spent the next one hour, 23 min- stamped. Then my son holding my hand.
utes and 17 seconds on the phone with a Me. And to my left a slot machine.
technical support lady (who, miraculously,
Now bear in mind, I was told this was
actually spoke understandable English). the only place to get my parking ticket valiAlas, no luck. So the nice lady said she was dated. And there was one other person in
going to have to transfer me to a higher level front of me. Then the lady behind the
technician and that I’d probably be put on counter looked up, saw me and CJ, and
hold for 15-20 minutes.
came out from behind the counter.
Me: “I can’t wait on hold for 15-20 minHer: “Sir, your son can’t stand so close
utes. Can you have the technician call me to a slot machine. Could he go around the
back at this number when he’s free?”
(See Muth, Page 9)

5 Ways You May Be
Killing Employee Morale

By Doug Dickerson
The most successful teams
Everything rises and
are those whose people are
falls on leadership. — John
engaged and invested in
Maxwell
the well-being of the orgaAddressing the topic of
nization. They are the ones
work many years ago,
who have bought in and go
Indira Gandhi said, “My
all out to be successful. A
grandfather once told me
smart leader won’t hoard
that there are two kinds of
decisions but will bring
people: those who do the
others in to help make
work and those who take
them. Employees don’t
the credit. He told me to try
want a dictator; they want
to be in the first group;
a facilitator. Here’s a
there was less competition
simple rule to consider: if
there.” While there may
a decision affects your
DOUG DICKERSON
not be a shortage of people trying to take people then talk to your people.
the credit for work, many a leader faces the
You kill employee morale
challenge of a strong workplace culture and
when you keep people in the dark
its accompanying morale.
Communication is the life-blood of any
In my research on the topic of employee organization, but if you keep your people
morale much of the focus I’ve seen is em- in the dark; especially with things that diployee driven. By that I mean the attention rectly affect their performance, then you are
leans toward what can be done to make the killing employee morale. This weak leademployee happy (perks driven), motivated, ership style not only builds walls but it tears
etc. I see little on what I consider to be the down trust. If you want your people enroot of the problem which is leadership gaged and enjoying what they do then make
driven.
open communication a practice and a priIn Gallup’s 2013 State of the American ority.
Workplace Study, as reported on in RYOT
You kill employee morale
70 percent of those who participated dewhen you play favorites
scribed themselves as “disengaged” from
While responsibilities may differ among
their work. Only 30 percent admitted they departments and personnel, it is important
honestly enjoy their job and bosses. Inter- not to play favorites with your people.
estingly, the study revealed that workplace While not everyone’s role is the same, the
perks which have been popular approaches way you treat them should be. As a leader
to boosting workplace morale, “do not com- it is important to understand the basics of
pare to the employee enjoying and feeling good social skills. The amount of time you
engaged in their work.” Here’s the spend with the people in your organization
takeaway — employees and employers de- will vary depending on assignments, resire the same results, but often have two sponsibilities, skills, etc., it’s a variable. But
distinctly different means of getting there. not the way you treat your people. If you
Strong morale is essential to your suc- are perceived as playing favorites you will
cess as an organization. Leaders need em- kill employee morale. Be nice to everyone.
ployees who are engaged on all fronts.
You kill employee morale
Employees need strong leaders to show the
when you lead from behind
way. The last thing you want to do is kill
Successful organizations have strong
employee morale by ineffective leadership. leaders who are not afraid to lead. EmployHere are six ways it could be happening.
ees respect a leader who will confidently
You kill employee morale
lead his or her team. A leader who is perwhen you ignore input
ceived to be weak, indecisive, reactionary,
A leader who won’t listen to his or her or uncertain of their role will kill morale.
people is a leader who is out of touch. If How can an employee confidently follow
you are out of touch with the people that a leader who is unsure of himself? Leaders
make your business work then employee who lead from behind can’t possibly know
morale will suffer. If your people attempt what direction they are going, the pitfalls
to be engaged and offer their input only to in front of them, and how to stay relevant.
be ignored then you are killing employee Leaders; be out front, lead with confidence
morale. A smart leader will make it a prior- and with clarity, and you will have employity to listen and to invite feedback from ees who will go the distance with you.
team members. Buy-in begins when you
What do you say?
invite them in.
*****
You kill employee morale
Doug Dickerson is a syndicated columwhen you hoard decisions
nist. He writes a weekly column for this
Killing morale happens when leaders newspaper. To contact Doug Dickerson,
hoard the decision making process and by- email
him
at
ddickerson@
pass those directly affected by the decision. lasvegastribune.com.

By Mace Yampolsky
“Like so many New
The New York Police
Yorkers, I was very
Department is investigattroubled by the video
ing the death of a Staten
(troubled? he should be
Island man during a scuffle
shocked and outraged!) I
with police officers in
reviewed earlier today,”
which he appeared to be
said De Blasio, who postheld in a choke-hold. (Are
poned a vacation to Italy on
you kidding me!) The inFriday afternoon to tend to
cident has ignited outrage
city business.
in the community.
Bratton said officers apThis article is taken
proached Garner about
largely from the Chicago
3:30 p.m. “concerning the
MACE YAMPOLSKY
Tribune.
sale of untaxed cigarettes.”
Eric Garner, 43, had just broken up a He was pronounced dead about one hour
fight in the borough’s Tompkinsville neigh- later at Richmond University Medical Cenborhood when he was approached by sev- ter. A cause of death has yet to be detereral police officers, said two witnesses in mined.
telephone interviews with The Times. Po“The video made it quite apparent that
lice said the officers approached Garner on the officers made it known to the deceased
Thursday afternoon to question him about that they were intending to arrest him,”
the possible sale of illegal cigarettes.
Bratton said during the news conference.
Garner became involved in an escalat- “He made it quite known to them that he
ing argument with the officers, repeatedly was not going to allow that arrest to ocasking them to “leave me alone” before the cur.” He was unarmed and outnumbered by
officers pounced on him, videos of the in- several officers, so that was a reason to kill
cident show.
him?
One officer appeared to place Garner,
Bratton said that the officer may have
who friends say had chronic asthma, in a used a choke-hold, which would have been
choke-hold from behind. The officer did not a violation of department policy. Really?
release the hold even after Garner fell to Is the purpose of the choke-hold to strangle
the ground, according to the video. Mo- people? Even in the UFC, they stop when
ments later, Garner can be heard saying, “I people are unconscious.
can’t breathe” while an officer presses his
“Yes, as defined in the department’s
head against the sidewalk. Why didn’t they patrol guide, this would appear to have been
just stop? Obviously he was subdued.
a choke-hold,” Bratton said. “But the in“As soon as backup came, that’s when vestigation, both by the district attorney’s
the guy ran behind him and started choking office as well as by our Internal Affairs,
him,” said Ramsey Orta, 22, a Staten Is- will seek to make that final determination
land resident who recorded one of the vid- as part of our investigation.”
eos. New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio
Donna Lieberman, the executive direccalled the incident a tragedy during a news tor of the New York Civil Liberties Union,
conference Friday with Police Commis- said the episode highlighted exactly why
sioner William J. Bratton.
(See Mace, Page 9)

BEHIND THE MIKE

Getting Published

By Michael A. Aun
represented Wiley &
We recently signed a
Sons. He asked me outcontract with McGraw-Hill
right if I wanted to write
to re-release a book that
this new book for them
Jeff Slutsky and I wrote
and I did what any reaback in 1996. The new
sonable guy would do...
book will be titled “The
I hung up on the joker
Toastmasters International
thinking it was one of my
21st Century Guide to Sucspeaking buddies pulling
cessful Speaking.” The first
a prank on me.
book was a huge success
He calls back and
and sold out, but Dearborn
again and gave me his
Publishing, who released
number. “Please call me
the previous book, is no
back.” Realizing how
MICHAEL A. AUN
longer in business.
badly I screwed up, I
Along comes McGraw-Hill, major pub- phoned him right back and point-blank
lishers with major credentials. They feel the asked him why he had selected me.
book easily has the potential to top 100,000
“We know you speak on customer serin sales, especially now with sales running vice because we’ve checked all our sources
about 10 to 1 of electronic versions. The (agents, bureaus, former clients, internet
earlier version did not offer that option.
searches and others) and your name keeps
It is McGraw-Hill’s opinion that foreign popping up,” he said. “We know you won
rights will fly off the shelf for the new book. the World Championship of Public SpeakThat’s a good thing because the last book ing for Toastmasters International. We
was pirated word for character by the Chi- know you have earned a Certified Speaknese. We never saw a dime from that book ing Professional (CSP) designation from the
and it would have cost more to defend the National Speakers Association. We know
copyright than we could expect to recover. that you have been chosen as a member of
By having a local publisher in other the Speakers Hall of Fame (CPAE Speakcountries, the advance is generally minimal ers Hall of Fame) for NSA. We know you
but that publisher will defend the copyright were awarded the George Morrissey Lifein their respective domain, allowing us to time Achievement Award for NSA-Central
see some residuals from the project.
Florida. We know you and Zig Ziglar were
Finding foreign publishers is one of the just awarded the Legends of the Speaking
major reasons for having a big name pub- Profession award by the Veteran Speakers
lisher as opposed to self publishing, a trend Retreat. But we could care less about all of
that has grown stronger in recent years. that!”
With on-demand publishing the order of the
Stunned at his response, I asked “Those
day, a writer can publish as little as one book were about the only noteworthy things on
and minimize their overhead.
my otherwise worthless resume.” He went
The downside... no advances for writ- on “We also found out that you are in the
ing the book and practically no ability to insurance business and that you’ve repreget it translated into other languages, un- sented the same company for the past 40
less you’ve enjoyed previous experience in years. That’s why we chose you!”
that arena.
I thought I missed something, but he
My seventh book, published by John went on. “We’re sick and tired of hiring
Wiley & Sons, was titled “It’s the Customer, authors to write books about things they’ve
Stupid!” It was picked up in Portuguese and never done. You’ve lived your message for
in Russian. John Wiley & Sons are major 40 years, and that’s what we want you to
international publishers with most of their write about. We don’t need another book
credits in the educational arena. Most col- report by an author.”
lege text books and e-books bear their
Fair enough. He went on, “Unless you
name. Their contacts got me into interna- can come up with a better title for the book,
tional markets.
we’ve chosen ‘It’s the Customer, Stupid!’”
Several years ago they ventured into the
I offered “Have I Gotta Beg to Buy?”
business book arena, and they used an un- which was the title to my customer service
conventional approach to finding titles and speech, but even I had to agree their title
authors. Publishers never contact an author was better. And that’s how it happened.
to ask them to write a book, but that’s ex*****
actly what happened with “It’s the CusMichael Aun is a syndicated columnist
tomer, Stupid!”
and writes a weekly column for this newsI remember getting the call on a Friday paper. To contact Michael Aun, email him
afternoon from Richard Narramore who at maun@lasvegastribune.com.
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Metro Mistake of Fact Incidents
— Courage to Correct?

By Norm Jahn
What do these three things have
in common? 1) ‘Mistake of Fact’
shootings; 2) the LVMPD
Foundation’s Best of the Badge
Gala, and 3) a recent LVMPD
YouTube video (http://youtu.be/
aveRwkHrGhU).
Has Metro started to publicly
admit mistakes? Does Metro use
some critical incidents to get good
publicity? Does Metro recognize
and reward some officers after they
are involved in deadly force incidents (even if they violated policy
or failed to use appropriate tactics)?
I’m concerned that this ‘jumble’ of
activity may be sending a very confusing message to other members
of the department - especially those
who are young and inexperienced.
What level of courageous leadership will it take to clarify and correct and for Metro to try to further
minimize the loss of lives (suspects

NORMAN JAHN
and police officers) in the future?
Doesn’t everyone agree that, although powerful, moving, (and
well-deserved) we do NOT need to
experience any more extravagant
police funerals in Las Vegas?
Lots of questions to start off this
week’s column, which is a followup to the concept of ‘mistake of
fact’ shootings that Assistant Sher-

The Libertarian Lean
By Jason G Smith
We have all seen and heard the term “libertarian” in the news, either
out of the mouth of a politician trying to pander to a certain group, or
maybe said by a news pundit to deride or snidely call someone “not viable”; but it is now almost a daily occurrence to hear “libertarian” as a
description. But what does it mean? Is it a code word for insiders? Is it a
password to get into an exclusive club? How does one “lean” libertarian?
Clearly, the root is “liberty”, of which nobody is against. We all love
liberty, it means we set off fireworks in July, we get to brag that we are
living in the land of the free, and best of all we get to say “It’s a free
country” as a retort to an authority figure warning us of our possibly risky
behavior. But is that what it means to lean libertarian?
Anyone who follows politics has heard some “conservative” members of Congress describing themselves as the “Libertarian wing” of the
GOP. But then, why are they not in the Libertarian Party? Would the
Libertarian Party have them? If you have watched the news, you’ve probably heard someone describe a small-government politician who wants
to cut welfare or reform medicare as an “unfeeling monster who wants
old people and children to die starving in the street.” The main problem
with conservative politicians and media pundits is they either don’t know
what a Libertarian is; or they are willfully misrepresenting what it means
in order to further their own agenda... both are unacceptable, and need to
be corrected.
The tenets of the Libertarian philosophy are simple. 1) Do not initiate
force on another individual if he or she is not infringing on the rights of
another. Couldn’t be simpler. Or could it? It is not easy to mind your own
business as a politician. At every turn there is a sad story that pulls at the
heartstrings... a sick child, or a family losing their house. And contrary to
what many think, a Libertarian is as likely as a Democrat to feel emotionally moved and reach into their own pocket to help. The difference is that
the libertarian knows there are people who are not having children, not
buying a house and living parsimoniously in order to make sure they can
save up for their future. It would be unfair to coerce these people into
bailing out AIG, the Jones’ or anyone else. What they will do, is donate
clothing and help out with charity; and they don’t need the force of law
over their heads to do that.
But then why is there a “wing” of the GOP that “leans libertarian”?
What is the motivation for a Republican to try and be apart from the
“establishment”? I believe it is the same reason my arguments get so
heated with my friends in the GOP. It is fundamental to the libertarian
that the government understand its proper role, and the use of force be
limited. This goes fine for many in the GOP, until it comes to what people
“ought to do.” Personal choices that make certain people angry, afraid for
society, disgusted or downright sad. Abortion, marriage equality, drug
use. There are many sides to these issues. As long as you are not infringing on the rights of others... well... Live Free. And stand up for LibertyÖbe
proud of it. You don’t need to lean.

Viamensky

(Continued from Page 7)
Did I hear “humanitarian crisis”? Humanity starts at home, we have
had the same crisis on our own soil for the last several years. Our children
are in great need of more humane treatment.
I have said many times before that the presidents of each individual
country need to take care of their own people and not expect the United
States to be the surrogate mother of every one of their citizens.
When Maria Elena Salinas interviewed the President of Honduras, the
man said that children from Honduras need to stay here because children
need to be reunited with their parents. The majority of those parents are
also here illegally.
It is true that children and parents need to be reunited, but in a case
like this, then, parents and children need to go back and the president of
their countries need to make necessary arrangements to support them. It
is not our responsibility to support them.
The borders need to be secured. I think it is insane for Senator Harry
Reid to say with a cold face: “The borders are secured.” Is Senator Reid
going senile because he can’t see what’s going on?
Maybe he would like to take under his wing dozens of those children
to his new Anthem home. I am sure they would enjoy the pool and all the
amenities in that gated secure complex.
I applaud the decision of Texas Governor Rick Perry to call the National Guard to secure our borders. It was about time for the National
Guard to take control, because apparently the Border Patrol could not
handle the situation.
Enough is enough; we have plenty of poverty in our country as it is
today without continuing to house and support people from other countries. Presidents need to take responsibility for their own people, and that
includes Mexico.
Perly Viasmensky is the General Manager of the Las Vegas Tribune.
She writes a weekly column in this newspaper. To contact Perly Viasmensky,
email her at pviasmensky@lasvegas tribune.com.

iff Lombardo referenced in a story
on the failed [police] radio system
a few weeks ago.
So what are mistake of fact
shootings? In a simple sense they
could be described as a ‘shoot’
when the decision should be
‘DON’T shoot.’ Citizen academies
have been allowing non-police officers to experience a deadly force
situation via simulation for many
years. We have seen news reporters (i.e., Nina Radetich) participating in Shoot — Don’t Shoot scenarios or even academy training.
The person playing the role of police officer is expected to react to
the threat presented. A ‘bad shoot’
is if the participant fires at a lady
carrying a brown bag full of groceries — OOPS! If there was no
lethal threat, do you just start over
or identify and correct the problem?
In real life, however, there is no reset button.
When officers make correct (or
incorrect decisions) this needs to be
documented. When a decision is
made to NOT shoot this should be
as good (maybe better) than a
SHOOT. One of the newer methods of training is RBT. Realitybased training is something that
Metro has implemented but I have
not experienced it so I’m not sure
if it is just new label or if the content is actually different. Simulators
were designed to test an officer’s
reaction to a threat, decision-making, and even knowledge of laws
and policies on deadly force... but
they were not dynamic. Reaction to
artificial stress and bullet placement
were evaluated as well. I always
wondered why nobody seemed to
be keeping track (or records) on
how many times officers made the
wrong decision. They meticulously
calculate points and scores during
the academy so you would think
that some individuals would get
disqualified by making too many
bad decisions. I never saw this happen — ever! I also never saw it hap-

Mace

pen during in-service training. I
guess the PD’s want to avoid having records which could subject
them to civil liability later on.
RBT is much more dynamic
with real people moving around in
real situations and in real structures
and vehicles. Paintball-type weapons can be used to make things
more realistic and to see what happens when suspects ‘shoot back.’
Yes — it is quite a different matter
when you are splattered with airsoft chalk and you can see where
you were ‘hit’ by the suspect (or
even ‘friendly fire’). Sometimes it
stings when you take rounds and
there is certainly value to this type
of training. You also get to work
with partners and small groups of
officers to come closer and closer
to reality. Police departments are
trying to improve and that is because there is a clear need to do so.
Metro provides outstanding training in comparison to many other
agencies but there is no time to rest
on past laurels!
A legal dictionary describes a
‘mistake of fact’ as an error that is
not caused by the neglect of a legal
duty on the part of the person committing the error but rather consists
of an unconscious ignorance of a
past or present material event or
circumstance or a belief in the
present existence of a material event
that does not exist or a belief in the
past existence of a material event
that did not exist. Mistake of fact
can be a factor in reducing or eliminating civil or criminal culpability.
A mistake of fact is of little consequence unless it is borne of unconscious ignorance or forgetfulness.
A person cannot escape civil or
criminal liability for intentional
mistakes.
I had not heard the term ‘mistake of fact’ applied to Metro actions until I read it used by Joe
Lombardo. At the worst, cynical
citizens are going to believe that this
is just another creation by the po-

(Continued from Page 8)
choke-holds are illegal and suggested the officers may
have overreacted.
MAY? If that is the case. I would hate to see what
definitely overreacting is.
“It’s painful and horrifying to watch the video
knowing throughout what the end is,” she said.
“Choke-holds are illegal, they’re against the Police
Department regulations in New York... and it’s horrifying to think that it’s over accusations of selling illegal cigarettes.”
Orta and 27-year-old Gary Nieves Jr., another Staten
Island resident who said he witnessed the altercation,
said that police officers routinely accused Garner of
selling loose cigarettes. Nieves said officers did not
try to revive Garner.
“I didn’t see any resuscitation efforts,” he said.
“They basically took a look at him, walked back to
their truck parked a half a block away, and walked his
dead body up to the ambulance.”
DeBlasio promised a thorough inquiry into Garner’s
death. The investigation will be led by Richmond
County Dist. Atty. Daniel Donovan.
“We have a responsibility to keep every New Yorker
safe, and that includes when individuals are in custody of the NYPD. That is a responsibility that Police
Commissioner Bratton and I take very seriously,” the
mayor said in a statement. “We are harnessing all resources available to the city to ensure a full and thorough investigation of the circumstances of this tragic

lice to justify their actions — even
being forced to admit they made a
mistake. I remember when the term
‘sudden-death syndrome’ was used
to describe how some suspects die
during intense struggles with the
police and during the restraint process. I thought, Oh great, what will
the public think of this explanation
for a death during the custody process?
A sudden death syndrome incident was in the news just last week
when an overweight man in New
York did not follow commands and
was physically taken to the ground
by multiple officers. It looked like
one of them was choking the man.
His crime? Selling loose packs of
cigarettes.
(http://
www.nydailynews.com/new-york/
staten-island-man-dies-puts-chokehold-article-1.1871486)
In retrospect, and in light of an
avalanche of negative publicity due
to the video of that incident, should
police acknowledge that it is okay
to ‘back off’ in some instances? If
the suspect is not armed and is not
involved in a violent incident and
can be positively identified, can’t
we do a little risk assessment or
cost-benefit analysis and destroy
(See Jahn, Page 10)

Muth

(Continued from Page 8)
corner and stand in front of the
men’s room until I stamp your
ticket.”
Me: “Are you nuts? You want
my 7-year-old son to go stand in
front of a men’s room in a casino,
out of my sight, by himself, while I
wait in line for you to stamp my
parking ticket? No! No, he can’t do
that.”
And some people still wonder
how liberals get elected?
Chuck Muth is president of Citizen Outreach, a non-profit public
policy grassroots advocacy organization. He may be reached at
cmuth@lasvegastribune.com.

incident.”
Several officers appear on the video during the incident. Two have been reassigned to desk duty; one is
an eight-year veteran of the department, the other has
been with the NYPD for four years, said Bratton.
Garner had been arrested three times in the last year,
according to New York City court records. He was arrested on March 28 and May 7 by officers from the
120th Precinct, which patrols the area where he was
killed. He was also arrested in August 2013 and charged
with possession of marijuana and the sale of untaxed
cigarettes. But no violence!
He was charged again with selling cigarettes illegally in March and May (This is such a heinous crime!).
He was due in court on the charges in October.
The Rev. Al Sharpton and the National Action Network will join Garner’s family at events in Harlem and
on Staten Island on Saturday. Nieves said residents
along the street where Garner died were still shaken
Friday.“People are outraged. They want answers,”
Nieves said. “They want to not feel like victims.”
I sincerely hope these officers are disciplined and
not fired. I’m sure that NYPD and the officers will be
sued for millions of dollars.
*****
Mace J. Yampolsky is a Board Certified Criminal
Law Specialist, 625 South Sixth St., Las Vegas, NV
89101; He can be reached at: Phone 702-385-9777 or
fax 702-385-300. His website is located at:
www.macelaw.com.

Open Mic
with Gordon Martines

11:00 a.m.
Tuesday and
Thursdays
on
RadioTribune.com
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Union Trust Funds’ New Approach to the Collection
of Subcontractor Labor Debts Leaves Unwitting
General Contractors Footing the Bill Twice
On The
Legal
Front

By Zachariah Parry
Since 1931, general contractors
in Nevada have borne the responsibility of ensuring that the laborers working for its subcontractors
are paid. A general contractor that
has not taken measures to make sure
wages are paid is ultimately responsible to the laborers themselves,
regardless of whether the general
contractor has already paid the subcontractor. To avoid having to pay
twice—once to the subcontractor
and then again to the laborer directly—the general contractor has
a strong incentive to police the subcontractors’ payment of wages.
The statute that imposes this
burden in Nevada is NRS 608.150.
It reads as follows:
Every original contractor making or taking any contract in this
State for the erection, construction,
alteration or repair of any building
or structure, or other work, shall
assume and is liable for the indebtedness for labor incurred by any
subcontractor or any contractors
acting under, by or for the original
contractor in performing any labor,
construction or other work included
in the subject of the original contract, for labor...
Consequently, general contractors in Nevada must be wage enforcers if they want to avoid becom-

Jahn

By Zachariah B. Parry

ing wage insurers.
Nevada statute authorizes a general contractor to enforce wage payment by withholding disbursement
to the subcontractor for its work
until the subcontractor can prove
that it has paid its workers. If the
subcontractor has not compensated
its workers (or fails to furnish proof
that it has), the general contractor
has the option to pay the workers
directly and then pay the subcontractor the balance. In this scenario,
the worker gets paid, the subcontractor gets paid, and the general
contractor only has to pay once.
As a practical matter, this scenario rarely occurs because subcontractors can usually be counted on
to pay their employees—particularly in the wake of several federal

(Continued from Page 9)
the paradigm and consider alternatives? The answer should be YES... but
NOT if you were trained by some police departments! The mentality that
you never back down or even back off and regroup with a new plan is still
far too prevalent in policing.
Alternatives? How about considering the possibility that the police
request a video camera (if they don’t already have lapel cameras or car
cameras capturing the incident) if they do not obtain compliance during
the initial attempt? If the suspect does not attack officers or attempt to
flee how about stating, “You are under arrest and you are not submitting
to arrest and you will now be charged with additional crimes.” How about
then submitting the video and the reports to a prosecuting attorney and at
some other time making the suspect accountable for his actions? If he
acts ‘like a fool’ in front of a judge and has to be restrained, at least that
judge can watch the struggle and realize that the police tried to gain compliance! No harm — no foul — no DEAD 400-pound man for selling
loose cigarettes and no damage to the officer’s careers and the police
department’s reputation.
So now that the terminology has been discussed, what does a ‘mistake
of fact’ shooting mean in real life? One example of a mistake of fact
shooting is when an officer shoots because he thought he saw the suspect
with a gun but there was no gun.
SO... could the shooting of Eric Scott be considered a mistake of fact?
He was doing something with his gun that police perceived to be ‘drawing’ in their direction and a threat to lives. Three officers fired. Scott was
killed. None of the officers were terminated (or faced charges) for this
shooting. The Coroner’s Inquest addressed the commands that were given
to Scott. Were they clear or were they conflicting?
I experienced the concept of ‘conflicting commands’ just yesterday at
a grocery store. The clerk had a pack of gum and asked, “Do you want
this in a bag?” I waved my hand toward me for her to hand it to me and
started to say, “I’ll take it...” She was looking directly at me and started
‘toward’ me with the GUM. My wife was simultaneously reaching out
toward the clerk with a partially full bag and requested that the gum be
placed in a bag. There was a confused look on the clerk’s face and she
hesitated. It was a perfect example of how things can get miscommunicated
even when they don’t involve the police or guns! I’m a strong believer
that the obligation is on the police to hesitate and reevaluate and not act/
shoot just because they CAN justify it, but rather, they should only act/
shoot when they MUST.
SO, could the shooting of Trevon Cole be considered a mistake of
fact? Officer Yant felt in fear for his life because when he kicked in the
bathroom door while holding a rifle and thought Cole was pointing a gun
at him. Cole was killed. Yant didn’t get fired or face charges.
SO, could the shooting of Stanley Gibson be considered a mistake of
fact? Officer Arevalo thought gunfire was originating from the car and
was directed at the police. Gibson got killed. Arevalo got fired—but not
charged.
It is obvious that mistakes can be made and lives can be lost, but this
does not mean that a crime has occurred or that the legal system has
enough evidence to act against our police officers. This, however, does
not preclude the police department from taking corrective action and trying to avert tragedies. It certainly should not create an environment in
which the department is striving so hard for good publicity that questionable (or even routine) incidents are used to praise officers. There has been
a steady stream of YouTube videos in recent months and we don’t expect
the Public Information Office to announce mistakes — but glorifying
some of these incidents is bound to cause problems.
I was writing memos at Metro to express my concerns about the use of
the term ‘active shooter’ because I saw the confusion of new officers who
thought that they were expected to make entry on a ‘barricade’ or if shots
had been fired. They had received MACTAC training (clearly based in
the military model) and thought that they were supposed to rush in —
which has always been one of the last things that a police officer should
do in most situations! Times were changing. Terminology was changing.
I didn’t think that there was enough instruction or clarification to blend
the traditional role of the police (contain the situation and request tactical
units) with the ‘new’ role of the police IF THERE ACTUALLY WAS AN
ACTIVE SHOOTER!
By definition, Jered and Amanda Miller’s entry at Walmart after executing Officer Soldo and Office Beck was NOT an ‘active shooter’ incident but it has been reported as one... adding further confusion (and justification in the minds of some officers) that they are supposed to rush in
— and maybe die! This must be stopped. There are legal issues regarding
entry into private premises and there are tactical and safety issues. Couldn’t
we let the SWAT Robot take a few rounds instead of another one of our
officers? I tried bringing concerns to the attention of the LVMPD high
command in 2008 — and we know what happened to me.
(NEXT WEEK: The Wyatt Street Incident, The YouTube Video, and
Conflicting Messages)
Norm Jahn is a former LVMPD lieutenant, who has also served as a
police chief in Shawano, Wisconsin, and has nearly 25 years of police
experience. Jahn now contributes his opinions and ideas to help improve
policing in general, and in Las Vegas in particular, through his weekly
column in the Las Vegas Tribune.

wage enforcement laws that have
been passed since Nevada’s 1931
statute.
Nevada courts have expanded
the applicability of NRS 608.150 in
at least two ways since it was enacted over eighty years ago: (1) it
can now be used as a mechanism
for collecting unpaid benefits in
addition to unpaid wages, and (2)
in addition to the workers themselves, union trust funds — the organizations responsible for collecting benefit contributions and disbursing union benefits — can bring
collection cases.
In line with these judicial expansions, NRS 608.150 has become a
tool used against union subcontractors with union employees that have
paid the employees’ wages, but
have either failed to pay the employees’ benefits or, either intentionally
or
negligently,
underreported the hours worked
and therefore underpaid the benefits
earned by the employees.
In this scenario, which forms the
backdrop for the most common
NRS 608.150 case, the general contractor can no longer merely rely on
proof of payment of wages, but
must also confirm that the subcontractor has paid up on all the benefits. To do that, the general contractor can contact the trust funds
before payment to the subcontractor is due and ask for verification
that the subcontractor is paid up.
Once the general contractor receives that confirmation from the
trust funds, it then pays the subcontractor. If the subcontractor is not
current, then the general contractor
can pay directly to the trust funds
with the balance to the subcontractor, just as it would if the debt were
owed to the worker directly. The
general contractor is on the hook
only if it does not confirm that the
wages and benefits have already
been paid and they have in fact not
been paid.
For most of NRS 608.150’s his-
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(Continued from Page 7)
our lives and we need to be free to
make our own drinking and driving decisions. I would like to say
that I agree with that argument, but
unfortunately, no matter how many
times a drinking-and-driving accident happens, someone with a glass
in his hand believes it will never
happen to him.
Maybe bartenders (or bar-owners) might never go for restraining
their customers in any way. I totally
get that. But if they ever took a survey of their patrons to see which
they would prefer—the above-mentioned drink-but-turn-in-your-keys
policy, or the take-a-chance-on-killing-someone freedom policy, I
wonder what most would choose.
I hope that if someone who
opted to drive himself home in an
inebriated condition but then had a
thank-goodness change of mind and
pulled over somewhere, would at
least be granted some credit for
doing that, even if he had to suffer
the consequences for getting behind

tory, general contractor reimbursement has been sought under one of
these two scenarios — workers
seeking wages or trust funds seeking benefits. However, in recent
years, trust funds — perhaps resulting from dwindling funds resulting
from stagnant union enrollment—
have begun collection efforts
against general contractors in a
novel and untested way, and one
that if approved of by Nevada
courts, would leave general contractors without defenses or effective preventative measures.
Nevada federal courts recognize
a cause of action specific to union
affiliation called alter ego. In a nutshell, it means that if a non-union
company is affiliated closely
enough with a union company, then
for all intents and purposes, it is the
same company as the union shop
and should be bound by the collective bargaining agreement signed
by its union alter ego.
This scenario arises in any of a
number of situations. Sometimes a
subcontractor may give notice of its
intent to withdraw from the union,
receive no objection, and then begin operating as a non-union shop,
only to later discover that the union
did not consider its withdrawal
complete. The withdrawal process
is exacting and difficult. Sometimes
a valid withdrawal requires that
notice be sent in a thirty-day window that only opens once every five
years. In some cases, the union does
not even have to challenge the withdrawal for courts to consider it deficient and ineffective even years
later.
In other situations, a subcontractor may no longer want to be part
of a union (or may have been unsuccessful withdrawing), so it
closes up shop then opens another
nonunion shop. If the transition is
not clean enough, the new entity
can be considered the same as the
old one.
In yet another situation, the subcontractor may actually have little
to do with the union shop, other
than the fact that two family members own the two different businesses. And if this is all the two
have in common, they would not
likely be eventually deemed alter
egos, but that would not necessarily stop the trust funds from making the allegation and litigating until the businesses are forced to close
their doors.
To prove that a non-union company is an alter ego of a union company can take years and tens —

sometimes hundreds — of thousands of dollars. And although each
alter ego case is factually intensive
and unique, one fact is constant: at
the time the subcontractor performs
work for the general contractor, the
general contractor has no knowledge that the subcontractor might
be an alter ego of a union company.
That lack of knowledge is significant because the law says that
if a subcontractor is adjudged an
alter ego (and therefore a union subcontractor), it becomes retroactively liable for all the benefits it
did not pay as a non-union subcontractor but should have paid as a
union subcontractor. Sometimes a
subcontractor operates for years—
either (1) with little if any affiliation with a union company or (2)
with the belief that it has lawfully
withdrawn from the union — before a trust fund alleges that the
subcontractor is either still a member of a union or is a member by
operation of law through alter-ego
principles.
Unfortunately, because most
subcontractors do not have deep
enough pockets to defend these expensive cases, if a lawsuit is brought
against them for back benefits, often their only recourse is shutting
down their doors and going into
corporate default.
This leaves general contractors
in a Catch 22 where they either have
to roll over and pay the subcontractors’ debts or hire an attorney and
engage in expensive litigation. If
the debts total less than ten or fifteen thousand dollars, it is more
economically feasible for the general contractor to pay the debts than
to litigate even though there were
never any means available to verify
or enforce the debts at the time labor was performed. Such verification or enforcement would have
been impossible because none of
the parties involved—not the subcontractor, not the general contractor, and not the union or the trust
funds — knew that the subcontractor was potentially tied to a collective bargaining agreement.
This option is especially distasteful because in many cases, the
employees of the subcontractor
were not members of the union,
which means they neither bargained
for nor received benefits, but the
trust funds are going to collect benefits on their behalf anyway—benefits that the workers will never see.
That means that trust funds are collecting the bills without paying the
(See Legal Front, Page 11)

the wheel in the first place. Most of
all, I hope that everyone who likes
to drink anywhere other than at
home, and who does not have a designated driver or a plan to take a
taxi instead of their own vehicle
when it comes time to depart, read
all the articles they can find about
the devastation that drunk drivers
leave in their wake. They should be
obligated to watch drunk-driver
videos and listen to the heartwrenching statements made by the
newly-widowed wives or by the
friends who let them drive in that

condition, and learn how the lives
of families, especially those with
children, have been changed by the
very fact that a drunk driver has
killed their father or brother or
mother or self.
Is there really any acceptable
excuse for driving drunk?
*****
Maramis Choufani is the Managing Editor of the Las Vegas Tribune. She writes a weekly column
in this newspaper. To contact
Maramis,
email
her
at
maramis@lasvegastribune.com.
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POLITICAL ANALYSIS

Child migrant crisis: 4 consequences
if Congress doesn’t act before recess
President Obama has requested $3.7 billion in emergency funds for the child
migrant crisis, but Republicans and Democrats disagree on numerous details.
Here’s what could happen if Congress breaks without doing anything.

By The Duke of Fremont Street

The Adventure Continues!

As a man who wears many hats, literally, this is how I see it! I’ve been
asked why the tag line is “The Adventure Continues”!
Thus far as The Duke Of Fremont Street, Las Vegas Treasure Hunter,
I’ve managed to experience many exciting adventures that have literally
taken me around the world. During this exciting odyssey I’ve traversed
six of the seven continents on my unending quest for treasure. I’ve explored the jungles of South and Central America, trekked the bush and
savannas of Africa, entered the great pyramids of Egypt, experienced
mystical India, touched some of the Far and Middle East, and even dined
with the cannibals of Papua, New Guinea. Needless to say not all my
days were good days. During my odyssey, I’ve been stalked and hunted
by man and beast on many occasions.
I’ve fallen off cliffs, suffering multiple injuries. Although I’ve also
been involved in many, many, serious vehicle wrecks, one in particular
stands out. During one violent auto crash I was completely ejected out of
a back windshield, head first, at close to 100 miles per hour. Although
critically injured, I miraculously survived. Unfortunately the other three
men with me perished. I’ve had guns to my head, knives to my throat;
I’ve been stabbed and slashed multiple times, suffered many broken bones,
been tortured, been kidnapped, been robbed and swindled on numerous
occasions. I was even stung by a Portuguese Man-O-War down in
Mazatlan, Mexico. Now that was a really close call and the most physical
pain I’ve ever suffered in my life. I’ve been deathly ill from drinking
foul, contaminated river water in the wild.
I’ve been bitten, stung and attacked many times by various wild animals and have just barely avoided several tropical diseases, some of which
have yet to be named. Over the years my delicate body has acquired many
visible scars, but from my point of view I consider them conversation
pieces.
Through all my life-threatening adversities, of which I’ve named but a
few, I’ve managed to come out a survivor and consider myself the luckiest man on the planet. Even while experiencing more than my share of
danger, pain, suffering, and potential life-taking situations, I wouldn’t
trade places with anyone else on earth.
For The Duke Of Fremont Street, “The Adventure Continues!”

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Re: Las Vegas Constables Office
I just read your commentary on
the Las Vegas Constables office and
the present Constable (an elected
official) etc.
This is being written not as sour
grapes on my part, but rather to advise your newspaper, and your readers, as to certain facts regarding the
office of Constable.
Constables were the first police
in the USA. The word COP is an
acronym for: Constable on Patrol.
Remember the “Keystone Cops”?
They were all Constables.
While these facts have nothing
to do with the personal grievances
your newspaper or the city council
of Las Vegas may have regarding
the present Las Vegas Constable,
the fact remains that he is only one
of many Constables in this country, and in the world, most of whom
are well respected members of their
communities.
I worked as a North Las Vegas
Constable for over thirty years beginning in 1963. I worked under
Constable Lou Tabat who won four
elections in a row as Constable of
the North Las Vegas Township.
I can attest to the fact that during the years I served with that department, not one blemish was ever
recorded on the record of Constable
Lou Tabat or on any deputy constable who worked in that department.
I also served as Commander of
the National Police Constables Association for ten years. I know a
little about the functions of Constables in the USA and in other
countries of the world such as England, where Constables are the
leading Law Enforcement Agency.
In my opinion, it’s a mistake to
try to discredit the office of the Las
Vegas Constable because the city

council of Las Vegas has a personal
vendetta against the present Las
Vegas Constable.
As far as I’m concerned, this
elected official, who was elected by
the people to act in the capacity of
Constable of the Las Vegas Township is an individual who represents
the department he was elected to.
Writing articles to discredit him
personally should have nothing to
do with the good office of Constable.
How many stories have we
heard regarding information to discredit elected officials, including
but not limited to; personal attacks
on the Sheriff of Clark Country
Nevada, who also happens to be the
Chief of Police of the city of Las
Vegas.
I haven’t heard of the Las Vegas
City Council wanting to eliminate
the Sheriff’s office or any other office that is represented by an elected
official who fell out of favor with
one group or the other.
As you pointed out in your article, looking back to the administration of the former Constable of
Las Vegas, who served in that capacity prior to the election of the
present Constable, according to
your article, he did an outstanding
job in that position including the
financials of that good office.
No question about it, the powers to be in this city can take it upon
themselves to try to eliminate the
office of the Constable of the Las
Vegas Township but if they do that,
it will be in violation of the laws
they themselves established.
Why not get right down to it...
eliminate the Constable not the office of Constable of the Las Vegas
Township.
Jerry Schafer

By Francine Kiefer
Christian Science Monitor
Washington — With two weeks
before Congress breaks for a fiveweek summer recess, the forecast
for solving the child-migrant crisis
on the U.S. Southern border does
not look good.
Last week, House Speaker John
Boehner (R) of Ohio said he’s losing optimism that Congress can
address the situation before the
break.
Republicans and Democrats disagree on whether a change to law
is needed to stem the influx of unaccompanied children from Central
America. They also disagree on the
size and content of a spending package, and whether it should be paid
for by an “offset” elsewhere in the
budget.
What will happen if members of
Congress do not pass President
Obama’s $3.7 billion request for
emergency funds for the crisis —
or even a version of it — before
they leave?
Here are four likely consequences:
Kids will be backed
up at the borders
If the trends of May and June
continue, the Department of Health
and Human Services — which
cares for unaccompanied minors —
will have more children arriving
than it can handle starting in August.
“They will be backed up at the
borders” and be “in detention and
holding pens until we can move
them,” HHS Secretary Sylvia
Mathews Burwell said at a Senate
Appropriations hearing July 10.
The money requested for her
agency — $1.8 billion, about half
of Mr. Obama’s total — “is purely
for the care of the children” as they
await immigration hearings, Secretary Burwell said. That care covers
not only housing, but also medical
wellness exams, mental-health in-

Legal Front

(Continued from Page 10)
expenses. At least one court remarked in a similar situation, “[a]
judgment for the Funds under these
circumstances would be a pure
windfall.” But a court’s opinion
only matters insofar as a party has
the funds and willingness to put up
a defense. The law is meaningless
to those who cannot afford justice
because they lose the war of attrition that begins when the trust funds
file a lawsuit.
The other option — preparing a
defense, seems a more satisfying
approach, but it is not without its
disadvantages. For one, defending
a case is expensive, and the trust
funds can be relentless in their litigation strategies, sometimes inundating litigants with discovery requests and motions, which increases the cost of litigation exponentially. For another, if a general
contractor has lasted through discovery and reaches the stage where
a judgment or verdict is rendered,
there is a chance that it loses and
has to pay the wages and benefits
anyway, plus potential attorney’s
fees of the trust funds, plus liquidated damages, plus costs — all in
addition to the tens of thousands of
dollars it has paid its own attorney.
This makes even deep-pocketed
general contractors think twice before mounting a defense.
To date, there is no case on
record where a trust fund has been
able to get a court to enforce NRS
608.150 against a general contrac-

FRANCINE KIEFER
terviews, and education about their
legal rights and the process ahead.
Money for border
enforcement will run out
“Doing nothing is not an option,” Jeh Johnson, Homeland Security secretary, said at the same
hearing. If Congress goes home and
the present “burn rate” of spending
continues, US Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE) will
run out of money by mid-August,
Secretary Johnson said. Customs
and Border Protection (CBP) will
run dry by mid-September.
With the surge of children, ICE
has been strained by higher transport costs and finding increased
detention capability, especially for
parents with children, while CBP
has been working overtime.
“If there is no supplemental,
we’re going to have to go to some
dramatic, harsh form of reprogramming ... away from some vital
homeland security programs,”
Johnson said.
Something that could change
this equation: a dramatic reversal in
the number of migrants. The flow
in the Rio Grande Valley, the focus
of the influx, has recently dropped,
from an average of 283 apprehensions of unaccompanied minors per
day in mid-June to 120 last week,
according to the Department of
Homeland Security. Whether it will
last, no one knows.

Immigration caseloads
will continue to get heavier
It can take a year or more before
immigration cases for unaccompanied children are heard, and as a
result of the delay, 46 percent of
children don’t show up at their hearing. As of the end of June, 375,000
cases were pending in the immigration courts — an all-time high, according to the Department of Justice. The DOJ currently has 243
judges and 59 courts to handle
them. Many of the courts are in
border areas and some in ICE centers.
The emergency request by the
president would enable 40 more
judges to handle an additional
55,000 to 75,000 cases.
States and localities
will move on their own
On Monday, Texas Gov. Rick
Perry (R) announced that he is sending up to 1,000 Texas guardsmen
to work with state Department of
Public Safety personnel — at a cost
to Texas of about $12 million a
month. Governor Perry has repeatedly asked Obama to deploy the
National Guard to the border.
More than 50,000 unaccompanied minors have crossed the border so far this fiscal year, with most
of them crossing in the Rio Grande
Valley. Perry also cited criminal
activity as a reason for his move.
“I will not stand idly by,” he said
according to CNN. “The price of
inaction is too high.”
Obama’s emergency request
does not include any funds for National Guard deployment to the border, though Speaker Boehner says
it should. The governor’s move illustrates the ripple effect that federal inaction can have on the states.
It also highlights the politics of immigration reform. Perry is considered a possible GOP presidential
candidate for 2016 — and greater
security on the border plays well
with the Republican base.

tor where the subcontractor’s union
status was questionable at the time
the labor was performed. That also
means that there is no case like this
on record where the general contractor has lasted long enough for a
judgment to be rendered one way
or another. However, because union
trust funds have deep pockets, and
general contractors typically do not,
these gaps in the law always favor
the trust funds.
There is currently one case pending in the United States District
Court for the District of Nevada
where the general contractor has
successfully held on through four
years of litigation — where the
court’s docket is now almost four
hundred pleadings deep — and has
filed a Motion for Summary Judg-

ment against union trust funds. This
issue will hopefully be resolved in
the coming months. If the general
contractor prevails, it will signal
hope to general contractors in an
area of law that has historically
been unforgiving to them. If the
trust funds prevail, it will foreclose
virtually all defenses to general contractors, who are already without effective preventative countermeasures. Either way, general contractors would be wise to be wary.
Zachariah B. Parry is a civil litigation attorney and partner at his
firm, Pickard Parry Kolbe. He can
be reached at zach@ppk-law.com,
702-910-4300, or through his firm’s
website at www. pickardparry.com,
or
https://plus.google.com/
+ZachariahParry?rel=author
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EarthTalk is written and edited by Roddy Scheer and Doug Moss
and is a registered trademark of E - The Environmental Magazine (www.emagazine.com). Send questions to:
earthtalk@emagazine.com. Subscribe: www.emagazine.com/
subscribe; Free Trial Issue: www.emagazine.com/trial.
Dear EarthTalk: With summer
officially here now, what can you
tell us about which sunscreens are
safe and which are not? — Clara
Rosen, New York, NY
Skin cancer is by far the most
common form of cancer in the
United States, with more new cases
each year than breast, prostate, lung
and colon cancers combined. And
the rate of newly diagnosed cases
of the most deadly skin cancer,
melanoma, has tripled over the last
three decades. But many of the sunscreens on the market do not provide enough protection from the
sun’s damaging rays. Also, some of
them contain chemicals that can
also cause health problems in their
own right.
According to the non-profit Environmental Working Group
(EWG), which assessed the safety
and effectiveness of more than
1,400 “SPF” (sun protection factor)
products for its 2014 Guide to Sunscreens, only one in three sunscreens for sale on the shelves of
American stores offer good skin
protection and are free of ingredients with links to health issues.
“That means two-thirds of the sunscreens in our analysis don’t work
well enough or contain ingredients
that may be toxic,” reports the
group.
A big part of the problem is the
lack of tougher rules from the U.S.
Food & Drug Administration
(FDA). “The FDA’s first major set
of sunscreen regulations, 36 years
in the making, took effect in December 2012 and proved far too
weak to transform the market,” reports EWG. While the new rules did
restrict some of the most egregious
claims on sunscreen labels (such as
the “patently false” ‘waterproof’
and ‘sweatproof’ claims) and ended
the sale of powder sunscreens and
towelettes that were too thin to provide protection against ultraviolet

rays, they didn’t address inhalation
threats from spray sunscreens or
take into account the risks of exposure to so-called “nanoparticles”
from zinc oxide and titanium dioxide varieties.
While the FDA is currently reassessing its stance on sunscreens,
EWG warns it may be a while before new rules address these and
other concerns, especially given
push-back from regulatory-averse
members of Congress and some
manufacturers. So what’s a healthconscious sun worshipper to do
about sunscreen?
For starters, read labels. Some
common sunscreen ingredients to
watch out for and avoid include:
oxybenzone, which can cause allergic reactions and hormone-like effects; Vitamin A (AKA retinyl
palmitate), a skin irritant and possible carcinogen; and fragrances
which can contain allergens and
chemicals. Also, spray sunscreens
are suspect because inhaling some
of the ingredients can irritate
breathing passages and even potentially compromise lung function.
And EWG warns to avoid products
with SPF ratings higher than 50, as
their use can tempt people to apply
too little and/or stay in the sun too
long. Sticking with products in the
15-50 SPF range and reapplying
often makes much more sense.
Some of the best choices are
those sunscreens that employ either
zinc oxide or avobenzone, both
which have been shown to block the
most damaging ultraviolet rays effectively without the need for other
potentially troublesome additives.
Some of the leading brands that
meet EWG’s criteria for both safety
and effectiveness include Absolutely Natural, Aubrey Organics,
California Baby, Elemental Herbs,
Goddess Garden, Tropical Sands
and True Natural, among others.
Find these and other winners on the

Wildfires are on the rise across the American West and other fire-prone regions of the world, and most
environmentalists agree that global warming is largely to blame. But some scientists point out that poor
forest management and fire suppression practices over the last century have allowed “fuels” to build up on
forest floors, making the fires that do get started that much harder to quell or contain.

shelves of natural foods retailers as
well as online. For a complete list
of all 172 recommended sunscreens
and to learn more about the risks,
check out EWG’s free online 2014
Guide to Sunscreens.
*****
Dear EarthTalk: Why are wildfires on the increase and what can
be done to stop them from happening? — Sandy Heffran, Albuquerque, NM
There’s no question that wildfires are on the increase across the
American West and other fire-prone
regions of the world, and most environmental leaders agree that global warming is largely to blame. In
a recent study published in the journal Geophysical Research Letters,
researchers from the University of
Utah analyzed a database of large
wildfires in the western U.S. between 1984 and 2011 and found a
significant increase in the number
of large fires and/or the area covered by the blazes. From Nebraska
to California, the number of large
wildfires increased sevenfold per
year over the study period, with the
total area burned increasing by
90,000 acres a year on average.
“Wildfire trends in the West are
clear: There are more large fires
burning now than at any time in the
past 40 years and the total area
burned each year has also increased,” says Alyson Kenward of
the nonprofit Climate Central.
“Over the same span, average
spring and summer temperatures
across 11 Western states have increased by more than 1.5 degrees

According to the Environmental Working Group, which assessed the safety and effectiveness of more than
1,400 sunscreens for its 2014 Guide to Sunscreens, only one in three sunscreens for sale on the shelves of
American stores offer good skin protection and are free of ingredients with links to health problems.

lasvegasprintingcenter@gmail.com

Fahrenheit, contributing to the
higher fire risks.” What worries
Kenward and others is that the latest climate model projections show
temperatures rising an additional
two to four degrees Fahrenheit over
the next few decades (and as much
as eight degrees by 2100).
According to the National Wildlife Federation (NWF), the hotter
temperatures we are already experiencing increase fire risks for several reasons. For one, drier, hotter
conditions increase evaporation
rates and encourage desertification.
Also, as snowpacks melt earlier and
summer temperatures rise to new
heights, the length of the “fire season” is extending. Meanwhile,
warming-induced insect infestations and other problems are ravaging many forests, turning once
teeming ecosystems into tinderboxes. And the increased frequency
of lightning as thunder storms become more severe only exacerbates
the situation.
Not everyone agrees that global
warming is causing the increase in
wildfires. Professor David B. South
of Auburn University points the finger at forest management and fire
suppression practices over the last
century that have allowed “fuels”
to build up on forest floors, mak-

ing the fires that do get started that
much harder to quell or contain.
“Policymakers who halt active forest management and kill ‘green’
harvesting jobs in favor of a ‘handsoff’ approach contribute to the
buildup of fuels in the forest,” South
told the Senate Environment and
Public Works Committee in May
2014. “This eventually increases
the risk of catastrophic wildfires,”
he said, adding that blaming carbon
dioxide emissions for increased fire
risk would be “simply unscientific.”
Regardless of who is right, we
can all help reduce or prevent wildfires. According to Smokey Bear,
the federal government’s mascot for
wildfire prevention since the 1940s,
those of us living in or visiting fireprone areas should take extra precautions when burning anything
outdoors. The campfire safety page
of Smokey Bear’s website outlines
how to build and extinguish campfires properly to minimize wildfire
risks, and provides lots of other relevant tips on how to stay vigilant.
You can also help reduce the risk
of wildfire by reducing your carbon
footprint (drive and fly less, plant
trees) and speaking up for legislation and other actions that help reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
*****

ENTERTAINMENT
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El Dorado Cantina Mexican
Restaurant hosted the MJ LIVE event
By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos supplied by
El Dorado Cantina Mexican
Restaurant & Bar
Celebrating their second anniversary of the MJ LIVE Michael
Jackson Tribute show became a big
event. The festivities began at 7 pm.
We attended the private VIP and
Media cocktail reception at the new
El Dorado Cantina Mexican Restaurant and Lounge.
When you walk up to the El
Dorado’s charming entrance, the atmosphere changes. The Palm trees,
tiled walkway and red decorative
stones prepare guests for a festive
evening.
Their modern Mexican décor
featured flickering wooden chandeliers hanging from the ceiling and
the most comfortable large leather
couches. There were several seating arrangements, at tables, booths
and on high stools.
The El Dorado’s rooms flowed
from section to section allowing
plenty of room for friends, families
and groups.
The servers brought an assortment of several different appetiz-

Three dancers from the MJ LIVE Michael Jackson Tribute show.

(Left to Right) Dick Feeney, Jalles Franca (MJ Artistand) and Darin Feinstein.
Feeney and Feinstein are co-producers of MJ LIVE Michael Jackson Tribute,
a venture capitalist and owner of Black Star Investments based in Las Vegas.

MJ LIVE Michael Jackson Tribute show held their 2nd anniversary party at the
El Dorado Cantina Mexican Restaurant & Bar.

ers and guacamole bowls for the
guests.
Everyone enjoyed this feast then
caught the private shuttle to the Rio
All Suites Hotel for the second part
of the evening, the MJ LIVE
Michael Jackson Tribute show in
their Crown Theater.
MJ LIVE, co-produced by longtime entertainment industry producer Dick Feeney and Darin
Feinstein, a venture capitalist and
owner of Black Star Investments
based in Las Vegas. Feeney and
Feinstein own the recently opened
El Dorado Cantina Mexican Restaurant and Lounge.
MJ LIVE is the number one
Michael Jackson tribute show in the
world. Featuring all his biggest hits
including “Bad,” “Billie Jean,”
“Beat It,” “Dangerous,” “Smooth
Criminal,” “Black & White,” “I
Want You Back,” and many others.
As they said in their invitation,
“Relive the energy, excitement,
spectacle and pure joy of this legendary superstar and his music.
Witness the awesome sound, lighting and effects. Feel the energy
from the mega-talented MJ LIVE
dancers. Sing along to some of the
greatest hits of all time.
Shows held nightly in 520-seat
Crown Theatre at Rio All-Suite
Hotel and Casino.
El Dorado Cantina Mexican
Restaurant and Lounge is located
at 3025 S. Industrial Road, near the

Las Vegas strip. For information,
call (702) 722.2289 or go to http://
eldoradovegas.com/
For information about MJ LIVE
Michael Jackson Tribute show, call
(702) 777-2782. MJ LIVE appears
in the Crown Theater, with 4:30
(June 16 to August 31) and 9 PM
shows daily, in the Rio All Suites
Hotel & Casino, 3700 W. Flamingo
Road. $50.95 plus tax and fees General Admission; $62.95 plus tax and
fees VIP; $72.95 plus tax and fees
Golden Circle. Call Ticketmaster
(800)-745-3000. And kids age 12
and under are FREE with every
paid adult ticket! http://
www.riolasvegas.com/
Award
winning
Sandy
Zimmerman is a syndicated columnist featuring Show and Dining reviews, Travel, Health, Spas, Luxury,
Cars and more. Sandy is talk show
host of the Las Vegas Today Show
programs and Discover the Ultimate Vacation travel specials. If you
want to suggest topics for articles,
for information or to ask any questions about Sandy’s articles, call
(702)-731-6491 or email her at
szimmerman@lasvegastribune.com.
SUGGESTIONS WANTED: Sandy
Zimmerman seeks suggestions and
the latest information about entertainment, travel, dining and health.
Please send your information and
you may win complimentary show
tickets or other prizes to
szimmerman@lasvegastribune.com.
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WILLIAM SHATNER
Star Trek’s
Captain James T. Kirk
(Sunday only)

AVERY BROOKS
Star Trek: Deep Space Nine’s
Captain Benjamin Sisko
(Friday only)

KATE MULGREW
Star Trek: Voyager’s
Captain Kathryn Janeway
(Saturday only)

SCOTT BAKULA
Star Trek Enterprise’s
Captain Jonathan Archer
(Saturday only)

Star Trek Convention at Rio All Suites Hotel
This Week
in Las Vegas
By Mike Kermani
BRENT SPINER
Star Trek: Next Generation’s
Data
(Thursday only)

By Mike Kermani
Las Vegas Tribune
The official Star Trek Convention beams back to Las Vegas July
31 to August 3, 2014 with a galaxy
full of stars, record-breaking number of 104 celebrities making appearance over four days!
Klingons, Andorians and
Vulcans will be joined by humans
as fans from around the world beam
into Las Vegas on July 31-August
3 for the world’s largest Star Trek
Convention. This decade long tradition in Las Vegas, is expecting
over 15,000 attendees to convene
at The Rio Suites Hotel.
This four-day convention will be
highlighted by in-person appearances on stage by four Star Trek
Captains including; superstar William Shatner (classic Star Trek’s
Captain Kirk, Sunday only), Scott
Bakula (Star Trek: Enterprise’s
Captain Archer, Saturday only),
Avery Brooks (Star Trek: Deep
Space Nine’s Captain Sisko, Friday
only) and Kate Mulgrew (Star Trek:
Voyager’s Captain Janeway, Saturday only).
Other Starfleet worthy celebrities set to appear include: from the
latest Star Trek feature film, Karl
Urban (Dr. McCoy, Thursday only),
Peter Weller (Admiral Marcus,
Sunday only) and Bruce Greenwood (Captain Pike, Sunday only);
from classic Star Trek Walter
Koenig (Chekov, Sunday only),

Nichelle Nichols (Uhura, Thursday
only) Grace Lee Whitney (Janice
Rand, Friday only) and Harlan
Ellison, who was listed in Encyclopedia Britannica as the Science Fiction Grand Master Laureate (and
writer of Classic Star Trek’s “The
City on the Edge of Forever” all
four days); Star Trek: Deep Space
Nine’s Colm Meaney (Miles
O’Brien, Friday only); from Star
Trek: Next Generation, Brent
Spiner (Data, Thursday only) and
many more.
Only in Vegas! This year, fans
will be invited to attend a real
“Imzadi” Wedding Ceremony with
two fans who met at Star Trek registration at the 2012 Las Vegas Convention. Mark Restucci and Amy
Cambell will tie the knot on Friday,
August 1 at 6:45 p.m. dressed in
grand Commander Riker/Counse-

lor Troi wedding attire surrounded
by Starfleet and Aliens alike with a
monster maroon Honor Guard paving the way.
In addition to celebrities, the
non-stop theatrical show will include behind-the-scenes presentations, costume and trivia contests,
no minimum bid auctions of unique
collectibles and one-of-a-kind
items, and special fan-made music
videos.
NASA joins the Las Vegas Convention for the first time with two
special panels. On Friday, “Living
in a Crowded Universe” presented
by Brian Day, director of Communication and Outreach at the Solar
System Exploration Research Virtual Institute, will address the recent finding that we are not the only
solar system in the galaxy.
On Sunday, the “To Boldly Go”
panel presented by John Marmie,
Deputy Division Chief for the Programs and Projects Management
Division at NASA Ames Research
Center, will address NASA’s vision
for deep space exploration.
Along with night time Star Trek
themed parties, a not-to-be-missed
Saturday Night event will be the
Salute to the Music of Star Trek,
performed by fifty members of the
famed Nevada Pops under the direction of Musical Director and
Conductor, Richard McGee. The
concert will take place Saturday,
August 2 at 9:30 PM (a separate
ticket required).
A special Cosplay Focus Day is
planned for Saturday, with over

2,000 attendees expected to be in
full Trek regalia. Emmy Awardwinning costume designer Robert
Blackman (Star Trek: Next Generation, Deep Space Nine, Voyager and
Enterprise), Academy Award-winner and nine-time Emmy Awardwinner Michael Westmore, the legendary makeup designer and artist
(Star Trek: Next Generation, Deep
Space Nine, Voyager and Enterprise) and Star Trek make-up maestro John Paladin will all be appearing.
For the first time Terry Farrell
will participate with Michael
Westmore in live on-stage demonstration as he transforms her into
her character, Dax. Also, on
Cosplay Focus Day there will be
costume and make-up workshops,
Garak’s Tailor and Repair (a free
service for all attendee’s costume
repairs) and giant meet-ups where
maximum size photo ops will be
offered (times and group themes
will be noted in schedule).
General admission tickets are
available
in
advance
(www.creationent.com) or at the
door and start at $35 for single day
general admission tickets and $149
for general admission weekend
tickets. General admission tickets
for the Saturday evening concert
are $35. Show hours are Thursday,
10:30 AM-7 PM, Friday, 10:00
AM-7:00 PM, Saturday, 8:30 AM7:00 PM and Sunday, 10:00 AM6:00 PM (times are tentative).
For further information, call
Creation Entertainment, 818/4090960, or visit our website at
www.creationent.com.
*****
TEQUILA DAY
Known for offering guests a true
“south of the border” experience,
Canonita brings the taste and tradition of old Mexico to Las Vegas
thanks to its variety of authentic
dishes, substantial tequila collection, and festive dining room located on The Venetian’s Grand Canal.
In celebration of National Tequila Day on July 24, Canonita is
offering guests an exclusive threecourse, prix fixe menu for lunch
and dinner. Diners can chose from
pan-seared Mahi with avocado
salsa, or roasted pork barbacoa with
hand-made corn tortillas for lunch,

and seared pork tenderloin with
cholita glaze, citrus-glazed salmon
with habanero salsa, or carne asada
with sweet corn tamales for dinner.
Both menus also include starter
options like roasted mussels and a
fresh tuna tostada, and choice of
desserts including tres leeches, seasonal fruit empanadas and coffee
flan.
Showcasing the restaurant’s extensive selection of plata, reposado
and anejo tequilas, the first and second course of the specialty menu is
paired with a signature watermelon,
sangria, pineapple, or pomegranate
margarita each made to highlight
different tequilas including Monte
Alban and Cazadores. With dessert,
guests will be served the XOXO
cocktail made with Patron XO,
Frangelico, Grand Marnier and
Horchata.
The lunch menu is available
from 11:30 a.m.-4 p.m. for $35 per
person, and the dinner menu is
available from 4-10 p.m. for $48 per
person. Tax and gratuity are not included. Drink recipes and images
available upon request.
*****
QUEEN OF COMEDY
SOMMORE AT SUNCOAST
Actress and comedienne
Sommore brings her stand-up routine to the Suncoast Showroom
August 30 and 31.
Equal parts classy and sassy,
Sommore’s frank, fearless routines
and controversial wit have garnered
loyal fans worldwide. Among the
top-grossing stand-up comediennes
in the United States and abroad,
Oprah Winfrey proclaimed her “a
force to be reckoned with in the new
millennium.”
New Jersey native Sommore
began her career as the first woman
to host BET’s ”Comic View,” later
hosting Russell Simmons’ “Def
Comedy Jam” and “Showtime at
the Apollo.” In 2000, she entered
“The Guinness Book of World
Records,” performing for an audience of more than 50,000 people in
Atlanta as part of the “Queens of
Comedy” tour. A recording of the
show became the longest-running
and highest-rated special in the history of Showtime Networks. She is
the 1995 recipient of the Richard
Pryor Award for Comic of the Year.
Sommore’s film credits include
roles in “Soul Plane,” “Friday After Next” and “Something New.”
She has also graced the small
screen, appearing on “Flavor of
Love,” as a regular on “1 vs. 100”
and competing for the winning team
on season six of “Celebrity Fit
Club.” Her comedy specials “The
Queen Stands Alone” (Comedy
Central, 2008) and “Chandelier Status” (Showtime Networks, 2012)
earned rave reviews.
Showtime each evening is 7:30
p.m. Tickets are available from
$15.95, plus tax and fees. Tickets
can be purchased at any Boyd Gaming box office, by calling
702.636.7075, or visiting
www.suncoastcasino.com.
*****
Mike Kermani is an entertainment writer for the Las Vegas Tribune newspaper. He writes a weekly
column in this newspaper. To contact Mike Kermani, email
mkermani@ lasvegas tribune.com
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Candid Photos from the
Huntridge Tavern’s
Tuesday Night Late Music
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17th Annual Advertising Community Talent
Show to benefit Safe Nest on August 2

By Jerry Fink
Las Vegas Tribune
The 17th Annual Advertising
Community
Talent
Show
(A.C.T.S.) returns to Las Vegas
Saturday, August 2 at Chrome
Showroom inside Santa Fe Station.
Hosted by 97.1 FM The Point’s
Steph McKenzie, 98.5 KLUC’s
Chet Buchanan, KTNV Ch. 13’s
Shawn Tempesta and Emmy
Award-winning journalist Nina
Radetich, the 17th Annual A.C.T.S
. will feature acts from the Southern Nevada advertising and media
community.
Doors open at 6 p.m. and all proceeds raised will benefit Safe Nest,
a local charity dedicated to providing temporary assistance for those
going through domestic crisis in
Southern Nevada.
Tickets are $25 for general admission and can be purchased at
any Station Casinos Reward Center and The Fiestas, by logging onto
www.sclv.com/concerts or
through Ticketmaster at (800) 7453000 or www.ticketmaster.com.
The silent auction begins at 6 p.m.,
with the show beginning at 7 p.m.
Guests must be 21 years or older.
The talent portion of the show is
non-competitive. For more information on how to submit an application, general rules and sponsorship opportunities, please visit
www.actslv.org.
About Safe Nest
Safe Nest is a non-profit organization promoting the prevention
and eradication of domestic violence. Established in 1977 in Clark
County, Nev., Safe Nest is the largest service in Southern Nevada
helping battered women, adolescents and children. Services include
shelters, 24-hour crisis hotline,
counseling, victim advocacy, prevention and community education.
For more information on Safe Nest,
please visit www.safenest.org.
*****
“KING OF DIAMONDS” TO
HEAT UP LAUGHLIN
Vegas’s hottest tribute act, ROB
GARRETT aka the ‘King of Diamonds’, is ready to make August
even hotter. No local entertainer has
been on fire more recently than
Garrett who, along with his K.O.D.
Band, recently performed to an
SRO/SOLD OUT crowd of over
2,000 paid attendees in the Dallas
Events Center at the Texas Station
Casino on May 31.
Now the group takes to the road
less than 100 miles south of Vegas.
For two weeks, beginning July 30
- August 10 (dark Monday & Tuesday), the “King of Diamonds” and
Band will make their debut performances at the Riverside Resort and
Casino in the 750-seat ‘Don’s Celebrity Theater’ in Laughlin, NV.
Then it’s back home to perform
their 5th annual “Hot August
Night” show to (always) SRO
crowds on Saturday, August 16th at
the Cannery Casino & Hotel on E.
Craig Rd. in N. Las Vegas.
*****
FROM LETTERMAN TO
VEGAS: COMEDIAN JEFF
ALTMAN AT TROPICANA
Fresh from an appearance on the
David Letterman late night talk fest,
Jeff Altman, is slowly making his
way to the Las Vegas Strip and the
Tropicana. Yes, Altman will be appearing in the Laugh Factory the
week of July 21-27, along with his
co-headliner, Harry Basil.
Altman is an American stand-up
comedian and actor, who has appeared as a guest on The Late Show
with David Letterman numerous
times, most recently on June 19,
2014. On this episode of
Letterman’s show, Jeff played a
card trick where after Letterman
displayed much doubt in the authenticity of the trick, he isolated
and found the card that Dave picked
and signed.
Comedian and impressionist
Harry Basil “lives the movies.”
He’s a human movie trailer, taking
his audience on a wild romp
through current and classic movies
with a trunk of outrageous props
that could fill a soundstage. Basil
was Rodney Dangerfield’s exclusive opening act for 17 years, appeared in two of his HBO specials,
and wrote and directed five of
Rodney’s films. Currently Basil is
the show runner on the new sitcom
“ The Jadagrace Show,” and producer of the recently wrapped comedy film “ Sleeping Around,” starring fellow comedians Michael
McKean, Bill Bellamy, and Bryan
Callen.
Show times are 8:30 and 10:30
p.m. with tickets priced at $34.95
and $44.95 plus fees. For further
information call 702-829-9084.

*****
MOB MUSEUM ANNOUNCES
FREE, MEMBERS-ONLY
EVENTS THRU JANUARY
Become a real “Wiseguy”—a
member at The Mob Museum, the
National Museum of Organized
Crime and Law Enforcement —
and enjoy free admission and access
to exclusive private events throughout the year. The Mob Museum has
announced the upcoming schedule
of its members-only Artifacts after
Hours and Wiseguy Speaker Series
events, scheduled to take place July
2014 through January 2015.
Artifacts after Hours events offer rare opportunities to get in-depth
insight into some of the Museum’s
most arresting exhibits. The
Wiseguy Speaker Series, sponsored
by Ernst & Young, provides members an inside look at organized
crime and law enforcement through
presentations by noted authors,
scholars, government agents and
other experts.
These intimate Artifacts after
Hours events are FREE for members and $5 for their guest (one
guest only per member). Wiseguy
Speaker Series events are FREE for
members and $30 for one guest
(price includes an individual membership). All events take place on
Thursday evenings from 7 to 9 p.m.
Artifacts after Hours
—September 18, 2014, The
Mob’s Illegal Gambling Empire:
Learn about the two newest Mob
Museum displays featuring rare
early- to mid-20th century casino
chips, photos and memorabilia from
the opening of Bugsy Siegel’s Flamingo Hotel, as well as from illegal gambling clubs that once flourished across America.
—November
13,
2014,
Kefauver’s War on Organized
Crime and Corruption: Examine up
close the artifacts telling the story
of Sen. Estes Kefauver and the U.S.
Senate Special Committee to Investigate Organized Crime and Interstate Commerce. In 1950, The Mob
Museum’s courtroom served as the
site of one of these important hearings, which ultimately revealed the
prevalence of Mob activity in the
United States and led to Las Vegas’
rise as the nation’s gambling capital.
Wiseguy Speaker Series
—Aug. 14, 2014, Willie
Martello’s El Rey Club: Andy
Martello, author of “The King of
Casinos,” the story of Willie
Martello’s El Rey Club, will share
how Mob jealousies and connections influenced operations in the
searchlight club.
—October 9, 2014, The Strike
Force’s Battle with Organized
Crime:
Donna
Congeni
Fitzsimmons, the first woman appointed special attorney to the Justice Department’s Organized Crime
Strike force, will discuss her case
against former Cleveland Mafia
boss Angelo Lonardo and how he
became the highest ranking Made
Member to turn government witness at that time.
—January 8, 2015: The Las Vegas Years of Howard Hughes: Geoff
Schumacher, director of content
development, The Mob Museum,
and author of “Howard Hughes:
Power, Paranoia & Palace Intrigue,”
separates fact from fiction in telling the amazing story of the reclusive billionaire’s Las Vegas years.
Value Memberships at The Mob
Museum begin at $30 for an Individual, $55 for Dual and $85 for
Family (two adults and up to four
children). Members receive free,
unlimited admission for one year,
10 percent discount on retail, concessions and select events, the
monthly “Known Associates”
member newsletter as well as priority notification of special events.
Donor Memberships are also
available at the Exclusive Membership ($150), Museum Partner
($500) and Major Supporter
($1,000) levels. These memberships include all the benefits of the
Value Family Membership plus a
special collector’s item, five complimentary one-time-use guest
passes, Nevada resident admission
prices for out-of-town guests and
advance notification and discounts
to special events and speakers. In
addition, Museum Partner and Major Supporter memberships include
special VIP parking accommodations and a portion of all three Donor Membership levels is tax deductible. Donor Members’ tax-deductible gifts support the Museum’s
educational mission to advance
public understanding of organized
crime and its impact on American
society.
Corporate Memberships are also

available. For more information
about becoming a Museum Member, contact the Membership Office
at (702) 229-2714 or through their
w
e
b
s
i
t
e
memberships@themobmuseum.org.
*****
DEEP PURPLE TO
PERFORM RARE LAS
VEGAS CONCERT
DURING ROCK OF VEGAS
CONCERT SERIES
English rock band and one of the
pioneers of rock music, Deep
Purple, joins the stellar lineup of
bands performing in the Rock of
Vegas summer concert series at Fremont Street Experience. Renowned
for hit songs like “Smoke on the
Water,” “Highway Star,” “Fireball,”
and “Speed King,” Deep Purple
will rock audiences on Friday, August 15 on the 3rd Street Stage at 9
p.m. in fabulous Downtown Las
Vegas.
Each year from May through
September, Fremont Street Experience transforms Downtown Las
Vegas into the hottest place to be
with the Rock of Vegas free summer concert series; one of the most
popular summertime events in Las
Vegas featuring four months of
rockin’ nightly entertainment, free
headliner concerts and Viva Vision
shows.
This year’s concert series kicks
off Sunday, May 18 with Marianas
Trench and will also include a Memorial Day Weekend performance
from hit pop-duo Karmin on Saturday, May 24 as well as 3 Doors
Down on Saturday, June 14 and the
Summerland Tour 2014: featuring
Everclear , Soul Asylum , Eve 6 and
Space Hog on Friday, July 18. Additional concerts to be announced
soon.
Deep Purple English rock band
Deep Purple is known as one of the
pioneers of Rock music. The band
got its start in Hertford, England in
1968 and released a trio of albums
1970-73 that catapulted them to the
top in concert grosses and album
sales around the world. Most
known for popular songs including
“Smoke on the Water,” “Highway
Star,” “Fireball” and “Speed King,”
Deep Purple continues to operate on
fresh cycles of adrenaline, picking
up new listeners from around the
world with five new studio albums
since 1996 including the most recent 2013 release of Now What?!.
Ian Gillan, Roger Glover, Ian
Paice, Steve Morse and Don Airey,
Mark VIII of the band, continue to
travel the scope of hard rock, cre-

ating new music and performing for
audiences around the world, and the
textures and nuances of recent
works are anything but thudding
retreads. If you set a random play
setting for the band’s entire catalogue, the result is one of the finest
musical outputs to grace rock music.
*****
WEEZER ADDED TO LINEUP
AT THE CHELSEA INSIDE
THE COSMOPOLITAN
Tickets are on sale, starting at
$52, for Weezer at The Chelsea,
performing at 9 p.m., Friday, Aug.
1. Doors open at 8 p.m.
Selling more than 10 million albums and playing countless live
shows, Weezer has been around
since 1992 and in its present form
since 2001. The band features Rivers Cuomo (primary songwriter,
lead vocals and guitar), Patrick
Wilson (drums, guitar, vocals and
production) Brian Bell (guitar, keyboards and vocals), and Scott
Shriner (bass, vocals and keyboards). Weezer has put out countless hit songs and fan favorites, including “Buddy Holly,” “Undone
— The Sweater Song,” “Say It Ain’t
So,” “Perfect Situation,” “Island in
the Sun,” “Beverly Hills” and “Pork
and Beans.”
*****
THE IMPROV AT HARRAH’S:
JULY 22-JULY 27
The world-famous Improv at
Harrah’s Las Vegas is the longestrunning comedy club on the Las
Vegas Strip. The Improv’s ability to
showcase young comedians, as well
as bring in big names, has attributed to its longevity and success .
Each week, The Improv showcases some of the funniest and
freshest faces in comedy, creating
a show that is always unique and
definitely funny. The comedians
who will perform July 22-July 27
are:
Rocky Laporte: With his unmistakable accent and his hilarious
yet endearing delivery, comedian
Rocky Laporte is becoming more
well-known every day. LaPorte re-

ceived a standing ovation for his
performance on “The Tonight Show
with Jay Leno” and has been featured on his own “Comedy Central
Presents” special. He also appeared
on A&E’s “Evening at the Improv,”
VH-1’s “Stand-Up Spotlight,”
“Cheers” and his own NBC pilot
called “The Rocky LaPorte Show.”
Ron Morey: Ron’s energetic
show has earned him a nomination
to be on the list of the “Top Five
Comics in the Country” by The
Entertainment Business Journal.
His show includes characters, music and impressions, and it keeps
people laughing from coast to coast.
Morey has been featured on NFL
Films, PBS, A&E, and on Snoop
Dogg’s MTV show “DoggyFizzle
Televizzle”. Morey has also opened
for acts such as George Lopez,
Tracy Morgan, Ellen DeGeneres,
and D. L. Hughley.
Justin Martindale: Stand-up
comedian Justin Martindale, found
by the one and only Mitzi Shore, is
both a joke teller and a storyteller.
Very animated on stage, Martindale
has been compared to Jim Carrey
and Robin Williams. Martindale has
appeared on LOGO TV’s “One
Night Stand Up” and has opened for
Comedy Central Roaster and comedy television sweetheart Whitney
Cummings.
The schedule for upcoming comedians is as follows:
Shows are at 8:30 p.m. and 10
p.m. Tuesday through Sunday.
Tickets are $29.05 or $44.95 (plus
applicable taxes and fees) for VIP
tickets that include special seating,
an Improv T-shirt and post-show
meet-and-greet with the comics.
Special two-for-one tickets are also
available for locals for the 10 p.m.
show. Tickets are available at
Harrah’s Box Office (702-3695223)
and
online
at
www.harrahslasvegas.com.
*****
Jerry Fink is an entertainment
columnist for the Las Vegas Tribune
newspaper and writes a weekly column. To contact Jerry Fink, email
him at jfink@ lasvegastribune.com.
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Become A CSI Investigator for the Day
By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos by Sandy Zimmerman
Have you ever watched the television program CSI and thought, “I
would love to be one of the investigators”? This is your chance to visit
CSI: The Experience at the MGM
Grand Hotel and do a little investigating “on your own.”
When I arrived at the CSI exhibit, the girl asked me to read a
story line synopsis about three
crime scenes and choose the one I
wanted to solve:
“A House Collided” involved a
car crashing into someone’s home,
a man is slumped over the steering
wheel. The next “Who Got
served?” showed a murdered waitress laying in an alley, and the third
“No Bones about It” where a human skull was found in the desert.
These three crime scenes were not
taken from any of their television
programs.
I chose “A House collided” and
followed the signs to the crime
scene. Suddenly I was swept into
the world of forensic sciences,
ready to look for clues and possibly solve the crime. They say, ‘Let
the evidence speak for itself”, so my
powers of observation became very
important and it was time to start
taking notes. What did I see? A car
almost filled the small living room
but the clues were on the floor, inside the car, and everywhere around
the room. The broken beer bottle on
the floor could have belonged to the
driver of the car or the people who
lived in the house.
It was exciting to be looking at
a crime scene the way they do on
CSI, with a hands-on interactive
approach. This case takes us to different crime labs to study latent
prints, blood-spatter analysis, toxicology, forensic art, DNA identification and forensic pathology. We
see multi-media presentations; Gil
Grissom, their former lead investigator, welcomes us as his new recruits with a challenge to solve the
crime. “Are you good with puzzles?
Crime scenes are puzzles. Keep in
mind to let the evidence guide you.
See the equipment they use,
learn about the technology and
techniques used by crime scene investigators and forensic scientists.
Since each crime scene is different,
participants go through the different processes of analyzing evidence.
Everything is color coded depending upon which crime you are
investigating. First I had to stop at
the Layout Table to confirm that I
collected and recorded all of the
critical evidence. The prints on the
beer bottles, the blood spatter, the
muddy shoeprint, and fibers had to
be analyzed.
Then it is time to go to answer a
series of multiple- choice questions
at computer touch screens and see
a recreation of the crime. Everyone
receives a personalized CSI Diploma. It was a thrill to experience
the way the real investigators solve
crimes.
The Experience is open daily
from 10 am to 10 pm with the average experience lasting from 60 to
90 minutes. You can enjoy solving
one, two or all three crimes. For
information, call (702) 891-1111.
The CSI Exhibit is inside the MGM
Grand Hotel, Las Vegas, Nevada
h t t p : / / w w w. m g m g r a n d . c o m /
www.csiexhibit.com
Award
winning
Sandy
Zimmerman is a syndicated columnist featuring Show and Dining reviews, Travel, Health, Spas, Luxury,
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These photos are from crime scenes. You figure out who did it.
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By Dr Nina Radcliff

Looking and
Feeling Younger
By Dr. Nina Radcliff
Las Vegas Tribune
According to legend, drinking or dipping into the Fountain of Youth
will get rid of wrinkles, thinning hair, and turkey neck. This mystical
water has led men on missions and voyages dating back to the 5th century BC. But so far, it has eluded us. However, our desire to turn back the
hands of time continues today. It is so strong that I think we could achieve
unanimous bipartisan agreement and pass legislation on it. Maybe that’s
going too far. But you get my point. Personally, I cannot wait for something that may never be found or come up for vote. I need a Plan B.
1. Decrease stress. If you don’t believe me, compare the picture of
our American Presidents at the time of Inauguration and at the end of
their term. Enduring the stressors of being the most powerful person on
the planet makes our President age in dog years. When stress is chronic,
it is like pressing the pedal to the metal on a fast track to aging. The
reason being is that it damages DNA in the cells, contributes to Alzheimer’s
dementia, vision and hearing loss, and an unhealthy lifestyle. Additionally, when we are stressed we are more likely to eat poorly, exercise less,
imbibe more, and rely on medications.
2. Stay active. Exercising and being active help maintain a healthy
weight, tone muscles, strengthen bones, improve our mood, and think
more clearly. Additionally, one study showed that when men and women
over the age of 40 years old exercised frequently, their skin was closer in
composition to that of 20- and 30-year-olds, even if they were past age
65!
3. Eat healthy. I recently shared with former Mayor Rudy Giuliani
that, “We are what we eat. So we never want to be cheap, fast, or easy.”
And I stand by it. Fruit and veggies contain antioxidants that function as
weapons against free radicals that can accelerate damage and aging of
our cells. Instead of limiting it to an apple, I would like to tweak the
saying as follows: “Four to six servings of fruit and veggies a day, can
help keep the doctors away.”
4. Apply sunscreen. Like our Postal Service motto, “Neither rain, nor
snow, nor sleet, nor hail” shall prevent us from applying sunscreen. UV
radiation is present even when it is overcast or in the winter. Sun damage
not only can cause skin cancer, but it is responsible for 90 percent of our
skin’s aging. Rule of thumb to ward off wrinkles and skin damage: broad
spectrum, greater than SPF 30.
5. Stay hydrated. As we age, our fountain of youth’s water level gets
lower and lower. Although drinking water cannot erase wrinkles, it may
be able to put a speed bump in the way of this process to slow it down.
Water helps maintain the elasticity of your skin
6. Attitude. Age is a gift not everyone gets...”Don’t regret getting older.
It is a privilege denied to many.” (Unknown). Having a positive attitude
helps to keep us young, vital, and healthy, just as a pessimistic, negative
attitude can be aging. Age is nothing but a number. Therefore, I no longer
claim my actual age, but instead take claim to how old I feel. To that
extent, I will remain 25 years old, which allows me to vote, have an alcoholic beverage, and rent a car.
7. Sleep. We all know that not getting enough sleep can make our
eyes puffy and have dark circles. Additionally, insomnia can decrease our
energy levels, increase stress, and pack on the pounds. When we sleep, it
allows our body time to repair and rejuvenate itself.
While we may never literally find the fountain of youth, figuratively,
the power is within us. It is the accumulation of the choices we make over
a long period of time that keeps us youthful. As Sophia Lauren so aptly
stated: “There is a fountain of youth: it is your mind, your talents, the
creativity you bring to your life and the lives of people you love. When
you learn to tap this source, you will truly have defeated age.” Look no
further!
Dr. Nina Radcliff is dedicated to her profession, her patients and her
community, at large. She is passionate about sharing truths for healthy,
balanced living as well as wise preventive health measures. She completed medical school and residency training at UCLA and has served on
the medical faculty at The University of Pennsylvania. She is a Board
Certified Anesthesiologist and a member of the American Society of Anesthesiologists where she serves on committees for Young Physicians and
Communications. Author of more than 200 textbook chapters, research
articles, medical opinions and reviews; she is often called upon by media
to speak on medical, fitness, nutrition, and healthy lifestyle topics impacting our lives, today.

By David Sayen
Special to the Las Vegas Tribune
If you’re one of the millions of
Americans who recently obtained
health coverage through the new
Health Insurance Marketplace,
Medicaid, or the Children’s Health
Insurance (CHIP), here are some
steps you can take to make the most
of your new coverage.
1 — Put your health first
—Staying healthy is important
for you and your family.
—Maintain a healthy lifestyle at
home, at work, and in the community.
—Get your recommended health
screenings and manage chronic
conditions.
—Keep all of your health information in one place.
2 — Understand your health
coverage
—Check with your insurance
plan or state Medicaid or CHIP program to see what services are covered.
—Be familiar with your costs
(premiums,
copayments,
deductibles, co-insurance).
—Know the difference between
in-network and out-of-network services, and the out-of-pocket costs
to you of each.
3 — Know where to go for care
—Use the emergency department for a life-threatening situation.
—Primary care is preferred
when it’s not an emergency.
—Know the difference between
primary care and emergency care.
4 — Find a doctor or other
healthcare provider
—Ask people you trust and/or
do research on the Internet.
—Check your plan’s list of providers.
—If you’re assigned a provider,
contact your plan if you want to
change.
—If you’re enrolled in Medicaid or CHIP, contact your state
Medicaid or CHIP program for
help.
5 — Make an appointment
—Contact your provider’s office
and mention if you’re a new patient
or have been there before.
—Give the name of your insurance plan and ask if they accept
your insurance.
—Tell them the name of the provider you want to see and why you
want an appointment.
—Ask for days or times that
work for you.
6 — Be prepared for your visit
—Have your insurance card

with you.
—Know your family health history and make a list of any medicines you take.
—Bring a list of questions and
things to discuss, and take notes
during your visit.
—Bring someone with you to
help if you need it.
7 — Decide if the provider is
right for you
—Did you feel comfortable with
the provider you saw?
—Were you able to communicate with and understand your provider?
—Did you feel like you and your
provider could make good decisions together?
—Remember: it’s okay to
change to a different provider! (If
you want to change your provider,
return to Step 4.)
8 — Next steps after your appointment
—Follow your provider’s instructions.
—Fill any prescriptions you
were given, and take them as directed.
—Schedule a follow-up visit if
you need one.
—Review your explanation of
benefits and pay your medical bills.
—Contact your provider, health

plan, or the state Medicaid or CHIP
agency with any questions.
We have a number of tools available to help answer questions you
might have about your new
healthcare coverage, and to use it
appropriately to get the care and
preventive services that are right for
you.
You can find these tools at our
Coverage to Care website, at
marketplace.cms.gov/c2c. They include educational brochures and
videos. Many are available in both
English and Spanish, and more resources will be developed over the
next few months.
Still have questions? Contact
your insurance company directly or
contact us at 1-800-318-2596 (TTY:
1-855-889-4325). Our trained representatives are available at the
Marketplace Call Center 24 hours
a day 7 days a week.
If you have questions about your
Medicaid or CHIP coverage, contact your state agency for more information.
David Sayen is Medicare’s regional administrator for Arizona,
California, Nevada, Hawaii, and
the Pacific Territories. You can always get answers to your Medicare
questions by calling 1-800-MEDICARE (1-800-633-4227).
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QUICK GETAWAYS

The historic Oak Glen village surprises visitors
By Sandy Zimmerman
Las Vegas Tribune
Photos supplied by Snow-Line
Oak Glen is a unique village
with the charm of historic buildings
and enough activities to keep you
busy for days.
The Snow-Line Store, Apple
Cider Mill and Apple Packing
Plant, transport you back to the
early days of Oak Glen. Built in
1898, the large building stands as a
remembrance of the early settlers
and still used in the same way
Mert and his son Scott Hudson
run the business keeping the atmosphere of the old packing plant
without changing the building. The
apples are graded and assorted here
then brought to the market.
Mert explained, “Most of the
fruit was shipped to England until
WWII when we began our Agratourism business.
People come here to see the
equipment, the historic building and
for our apple orchard tours. The
“Orchard Walk” tour guides tell the
story of Snow-Line’s history, apple
farming, Oak Glen and apple history.
There is a smaller grading line

Snow-Line Store, Apple Cider Mill and Apple Packing Plant

than originally but still in-use. The
apples are picked from the later part
of August up to the first week of
November.
During the season all of these
bins are filled with apples. We grow
and market about 36 varieties and
have a tasting table in the store.
Our family operates the cider
mill and are one of the few to make
three flavors of cider- raspberry
apple cider, cherry apple cider and
original apple cider.
We demonstrate the traditional
way of making cider and everyone
can taste the different flavors.
Here cider is big business. It is
our second most popular item.
Apples being the first.
Don’t forget our original Apple
Cider Mini-Donuts sprinkled
lightly with cinnamon sugar. They
have been favorites for 25 years.”

Visitors can also pick-their-own
raspberries starting August 15, until the frost, sometimes until November.
Outdoor Dutch Oven dinner
Cooking Classes are scheduled in
July and August. The cook prepares
a three-course apple-inspired dinner including an apple and raspberry salad, two side dishes, two
types of meat, bread and a dessert,
probably with apples.
The Snow-Line store offers
apple jams, apple jellies,
applesauce, apple butters, apple
syrup, apple pies and almost every
way you can serve apples.
The first family-owned business
in Oak Glen, the Hudsons have always been involved in agriculture,
operating Snow-Line for 36 years.
They have about 6,000 trees between their 15-acre orchard at
Snow-Line and the 125-acre orchard at Four Oaks about three
miles away.
The Snow-Line Store, Apple
Cider Mill and Apple Packing Plant
are located at 39400 Oak Glen
Road, Oak Glen, California. For
information or directions, call (909)
797-3415 or go to http://
www.snow-line.com/
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Snow-Line makes three different ciders. Watch them preparing the ciders with historic equipment.

Built in 1898 and still used today, visitors can tour the plant, cider mill and store.

TASTING TABLE: Apples and cider tasting.

